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CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTOR.

April, 1838

«“TrAT TAE SOUL BE WITHOGT F.NOWLEDGE, IT 1S NOT GOGD.”Prov. Xix. 2.

“SVHAT AILETH THEE NOW P

I. What aileth thee now, Disappointed Worldling! Has failure attended
thine enterprises? THave the riches in which thou trustest taken to them-
selves wings? Dost thou say with Micah, “ Ye have taken away my gods
and what have I more, and what is this that ye say to me what aileth thee
then?” Or has it chanced with thee, as it has chanced with others, that ex-
ternal success has crowned thine enterprises? The estate thou didst covet
thou hast secured—the fame for which thou didst pant thou hast achieved—
the gratification for which thou didst long thou hast emjoyed—and yet thy
spirit is disquieted within thee. Thou seekest rest and thou findest none,
““what then aileth thee now?” The secret of thine ailment lies kere. Thon
hast, oh worldling, although thou dreamest not of it, an immertal soul. The
undying spirit within thee craves God for its portion, and cannot be satisfied
with any inferier possession. And yet thou hast seught to feed it upon the
husks of swine. Theu hast tied down to earth the spiritual nature that would
soar upward to the skies. Thou mayest have heaped up wealth, and accu-
mulated henours and multiplied earthly enjoyments, but thou hast lived all
she while without God and without kope in the world. And in the hour of
sober reflection thou art miserable still. Thou hast been seeking in the
creature what can be found only in the Creator—thou hast been seeking
upon earth what can be fourd only in heaven—thou hast been seeking in
gross carnal pursuits what can be found only in a life of faith upon the Son
of God—thou hast sought to gather grapes of thorns and figs of thistles, and
in the disappointment inevitable in such vain exdeavour we find an answer
to the inquiry, « What azleth thee now I”

I1. What aileth thee now, dwakened Sinner! Baut a little ago thine at-
tention was occupied with others in the engagements of business or pleasure.
In the world’s giddy race thou wast then among the foremost. In the rush
after wealth—in the race of ambition—or in the round of dissipation—thy
whole being scemed engrossed. Thou saidst, “ Eat, drink and be merry, to-
morrow shall be as this day and much more abundant” But what aileth
thee now! All is changed. Former pursuits are abandoned or yield no
enjoyment, Neither the hum of business nor the voice of pleasure—neither
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the sound of music nor the mazy dance-—~has its wonted charm. The de-
jected mien and troubled countenance—the quivering lip and tearful eye—
bespeak a heart ill at ease—tell of an % ail” within. Thoy hast been awa-
kened, oh sleeper, and thy dream is past. Through all thy worldliness and
through all thy pleasures the voice of truth hath reached thy heart. Thou
hast heard its fearful utterance, “ The wrath of God is revealed against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.” The eye of thy spiritual vision
has been opened.  Thou seest the sword of diviue justice suspended glitter-
ing and naked above thy head and ready to fall unto thy destruction, The
terrors of the law have gathered around thee in one thick, black cloud of un-
mitigated darkness. “ Ie hath hedged thee about that thou canst not get
out, he hath made thy chain heavy. The arrow of conviction is rankling
in thy soul and thy heart is turned-within thee. The terrors of the Lord
have made thee afraid. The sorrows of death have eompassed thee—the
pains of hell gat hold on thee.” Awakened sinner flee to the Saviour.—
There is hope in Isracl concerning this thing. There is balm in Gilead for
such “ails” as thine, and a Physician there. Betake thee to Christ. Rest
in his love. Receive him by faith. Put thy case info his hand. e can
save to the uttermost, and he will. He does. Yield thysclf tohim. Come
at his invitation. “Come'unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden
and I will give you rest.” Rely on his word, and in the peace and the joy
which are in believing thou wilt forget forever, or remember only for praise
and thanksgiving, that trouble of heart, that anguish of spirit, which evoke
the inquiry, ¢ What aileth thee now ¥’

II1. What aileth thee now, Backsliding Professor! Thou wast number-
ed once among the people of God. Thou wast reckoned once among the
followers of the Lamb. Thou wast counted once among the confessors of
Christ. What aileth thee now? Art thou altogether gone away backward ?
Once, it may be years agone, thou wast welcomed to the Church of Jesus.—
And for a time thou didst run well, who now hath hindered thee? This
only would I learn of thee, having begun in the Spirit art thon now made
perfeet in the flesh? Oh who hath bewitched thee, thou foolish backslider,
that thou shouldst not-obey the trnth? Wilt thou tread under foot the Son
of God? Wilt‘thou count the blood of the covenant with which he was
sanctified an unhol, thing? Wilt thou do despite to the Spirit of grace P—
Wilt thou crucify the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame ?—
Wilt thou make shipwreck of faith? Wilt thou draw back unto perdition ?
Then, yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry,
and thou wilt learn when it is all to late % what aileth thee now.”

IV. What aileth thee now, Desponding Saint! In the day of thine es-
pousals thou wast married unto Christ. Thy Maker became thy ITusband,
and thou didst rejoice in his love. THis left hand was under thy head and
his right hand did embrace. Then thou saidst, “ My mountain stands strong
and I shall never be moved. My soul shall make her boast in the Lord,
the humble shall hear thereof and be glad.” Then thou didst sing, “The
Tord is my light and my salvation, whom shall T fear? The Lord is the
strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid ?”  ‘What then aileth thee now
that thou goest mourning all the day? Are the consolations of God small
with thee? Is the light of his countenance hidden from thy view ? Do thy
sins alarm thee ? Sayest thou with the Psalmist, “ My iniquities are gone
over my head as a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me?” Does duty
appéar-very formidable—altogether beyond *thy strength 2 Dost thou fear
the poiver of thinc enemies? Art thou brought into terrible temptations —
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Axt thou pressed sore in the conflict with Satan?  Tremblest thou at the ap-
proach of death? For every ail of thine, oh believer, there is a sovereign
specific.  Be strong then, oh Christian, and show thyself a man. Look to
the © exceeding great and precious promises.”  Meditate deeply on them.—
Roll them as sweet morsels under the tongue.  Realize this as the sum of
them. The Lternal God is thy refuge, underneath thee ave his cverlasting
arms. I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. Be thou faithful unto
death and I will give _thee a crown of life. Very soon at the latest shall
these promises be fulfilled.  And then, oh believer, enthroned, ¢rowned and
trivmphant, what can any more ail thee?

V. What aileth thee now, oh Dying Impenitent ! Aye! what aileth thee
now ¢ Oh soul unrenewed, who hast sinned away thy day of grace and art
summoned to the dread tribunal knowing full well that thou art all unpre-
pared, ¢verything aileth thee. As thou takest thy last look upon the earth
—as thou drawest up thy feet within the bed—as thou turnest thy face against
the wall; the past all lost—the present all fearful—the future all hopeless—
no marvel that thy spirit faileth. Yes! everything aileth thee. There ail-
eth thee an angry God unreconciled—a living Saviour scorned and rejected
—a waiting Spirit obstinately resisted. There ail thee many a wasted Sab-
bath—many a faithful sermon—many a tearful entreaty—many o striking
providence—perchance many a parental prayer. It may be there ail thee
an unread Bible—a forsaken closet—an abandoned profession—a shipwreck-
ed faith.  Most assurcedly there ail thee time past never to be recalled—op-
portunity lost never to be restored—eternity beginning never to have an end.
God has often called in the still small voice in years gone by, But when he
called thus thou refusedst. e calls now in language more terrible than the
wind, the carthquake or the flame.  And thou eanst refuze no longer. The
cold sweat of death gathers thick upon thy brow. Earth crumbles under
thy. feet. Hell from beneath is moved to meet thee at thy coming—that hell
at which in the day of life and health thou strovest, bat never even then with
complete success, to smile as a delusion and a fable, now yawns a terrible
reality to reccive a new vietim. It stivreth up the dead for thee, and they,
unhappy spirits docmed and danmned, mock thee in horrible derision. « All
they shall speak and say unto thee, art thou also become weak as we, art
thou become like unto us”” For WIAT AILETH THEE NOW, O RUINED
IMMORTAL, IS THE BEGUN GNAWING OF THAT WORM THAT NEVER DIES,
AND TIIE FIRE THAT NEVER SHIALL BE QUENCHED ALREADY FLAMING
oveEr tny meap. The smoke of thy torment shall ascend for ever and
ever. Thou shalt have no vest day nor night.  Cast off by God—excluded
from happiness—shut out from heaven—it shall not so much as be asked
concerning thee at wll, “ What aileth thee now.”

GOD BE MERCIFGL UNTO US, TRANSGRE3SSORS,

THE DAYS IN MOSES ACCOUNT OF CKEATION ARE TO
BE UNDERSTOOD AS NATURAL DAYS, AND
NQT LENGTHENED PERIODS.

{coxcrLupED.]
4. Bur the most gratuitous and unwarrantable assumption of all, and what

is sufficient of itself to condemn this theory, is the assertion that the epochs
of creation were represented to Moses in the form of a vision,—that Moses
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at the time 'was actually in = trance, like Peter,—and that each cpoch, as it
. passed in review before “his divinely enlightened imagination,” formed a
- kind of mimic dity. At the commencement of the epoch the vision was
feeble and dim—it whs,then the dawn of the day. As the epoch advanced,
the light became gradually more vivid—it was noon. ‘Towards its close, the
light began to fade, and the darkness of night supervencd! I cannot conceive
an assumption more unwarrantable than this. There is some reason to be-
lieve that it is of German origin. "It is quite in the Straussian style.

Now, besides the objection already made, that it is contrary to the analogy
of Scripture to give any agcount of the pre-Adamite earth, where lies the
necessity of a vision? Atcording to the theory, it was a series of actnal
facts, already accomplished,”that Moses had to dcscribe, and it must have
been the Creator’s intention’to make them clear, and not to throw a vail of
mysticism over them. To do this would have been contrary to the very
object and design of the narrative. Is it not evident, then; that the vision
was invented to serve a purpose P—to give to the epochs of past duration,
the semblanee of days, and so to make them tally with the use of the terms
" in Moses’‘account of creation.  As future events were commonly revealed

to the prophets by the Spirit of God, without the intervention of a vision,
and the individuality of the prophet still completely secured,—so might any
past event. “ Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.” A writer of this geological school asks, “Were the words that
Moses wrote merely impressed upon his mind by the Spirit of God? Did
he hold the pen, and another dictate words which the writer did not under-
stand ?”  So that able“man—forsuch he was—thought, that unless what
Moses describes had been revealed to him by a vision, he wounld have been
a-mere machine in the hand of the Divine Spirit in describing it, and his
own individuality entirely lost. A person entertaining no better views of
inspiration,—I may say, possessing so shallow and defective views of inspi-
ration, is incapable of handling any point in connesion with that subject.
This vision, then, is a pure invention, like the theory it is employed to sup-
port.

5. But the most offensive feature of this theory is, that it annihilates the
groundwork on which the institution of the Sabbath rests, and on which it
was designed by God himself it should be seen to rest. The institution of
the Sabbath rests on the six days’ work of creation, clearly and distinctly
described. Each day and its appropriate work are specified with the great-
est simplicity and the utmost precision. There is nothing left for conjecture,
—no shaping and shufiling as in the other case. ¢ On the seventh day God
ended his work which he had made ; and he rested on the seventh day from
all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it; because that in it he had rested from all his work which God
created and made.” And in the fourth commandment, ‘God himself says:
« In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day”—Iliterally, #n ‘the seventh day—* wherefore
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” Hugh Miller says:
“ God wrought during fifty-four periods, and rested during the seventh;”
and as there has been no farther work of creation since, God may be resting
still ; “the presumption is strong that his Sabbath is an extended period,
not a natural day ; that the work of redemptior: is his sabbath day’s work;
:and that the divine periods may have béen very great*—the human’periods,
very small” And so it may be read, ¢ work during six, periods, and rest
.on the seventh; for in six periods the Lord created the heaven and the earth,
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and on the seventh period He vested.” Al this looks very queer. I have
quoted largely that its strange features may be the more clearly seen. The
great incousistency between this scheme and the Scriptures was not appre-
hended. Attachment to theory blinds the ming of the best of men.

.Zj'irst, it is & mere gratuitous assumption to say, that there were just six
periods of past duration. “ No one knows” whether God wrought during
six periods, or twenty, or ten times as many. It was most um?urmntablz
to meke such assumptions mercly hecause the number six is found in Moses’
narrative.  In this way we can make the Seriptures say anything we please.
Second. A‘ccordmg to Hugh Miller’s views of acplogy, God did not work in
the ages of past durations, any more than he is working now. The whole
was the necessary effect of natural laws, now doing the same work.  Third.
The Sabbath of Grod and that of man is the same ;)eriod of time, and of pre-
cisely the same duration ; and it isa day, and net a lengthened pe’riod. They
are both taken in preeisely the same sense. It is a most unfair interpreta-
tion to say that man’s Sabbath may be a natural day, and God’s a whole
epoch of time. Tlad God’s resting been counected with no day, the case
would have been different. IIad Moses said, in six days Go:l’ made all
things, and rested from his works, the resting day would not have been then
so precisely stated.  Fowrth. The question is not how long God rests, but
in what day he rested. It was on the seventh day after he had finished the
work of creation, and therefore there is no warrant to draw any conclusion
2as to his resting still.  Ie rested m the seventh day, and in consequence of
this it is called the Sabbath day,—that is, the resting day; and it is the
same for both God and man. God's resting in the seventh day is represent-
ed as the reason, in accordance with bis own severeign appeintment, why we
should rest also on that day. To say that God is resting still, is folly.
WWhat connection is there between his vesting still, and our obiigatien 1o rest
on the seventh day?  But, on the other view, we have both his command
and “ his own example.” By the pre-Adamite theory, then, the institution
of the Sabbath is subverted.

5th. We come now to what may be called the true, because it is the seriptu-
ral, theory, although there is now bnt dittle space left for its defence. This
scheme has been adopted and defended by men of the soundest judgment and
best information. It takes the narrative of ereation in its literal sense through-
out, and rejects the idea, in accordance with the correct canons of interpre-
tations, that there is any hidden or occult sense in the passage. Thus, when
it is said, in the 2nd verse, that the “ earth was without form and void,” it
refers, not to the primeval state of the earth when first brought inte existence
by the creating hand of God, but to the state into which it was thrown, at
the commencement of the present epoch, and the close of the immediately
preceding one ; and which is correctly and briefly expressed by the Greck
term Chaos. In like manner, the subsequent steps of creation are to be un-
derstood in 2 literal sense. These various steps are the immediate work of
God’s own hand, in the true sense of the term—the dircct effect of his
almighty power, and not the result of patural laws, as represented in the
other theory. And they consisted in the reduction of the chaotic condition
of the earth into its present order and form, and the storing of it with a fresh
race of plants and teeming life. Now, it is confidently maintained, that
while this theory barmonizes with the obvious and natural sense of the writ-
ten word, it is not opposed to a single fact in geological science, rightly so
called.

If it be admitted that the objections urged against the other theory are
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well founded, the correctness of this will follow as a matter of course, for the
onetis a perfect counterpart of the other. Nevertheless, a few observations
may be made in its further support.

)

1. We may reasonably conclude, a priori, that God in ITis Word would
not think proper to give us any farther account of the condition and changes
the earth underwent, during past ages, than simply to ascribe its creation
and origin to Himself. Now this is clearly and distinetly done in the first
verse. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” This
is enough for us to kuow, and this is all the information respecting the previ-
ous condition of the carth, that God has thought proper to give. Ile has
not cven told us when it was created. This we can never know. It is not
the province of Scripture to teach man science. It is enough for us to know
the vastly in.portant fact, for the sake of its moral bearing, that the earth
did not exist from eternity—that matter is not endued with the property of
sclf-existence, but that it derived its origin from the self-existent and cternal
God.  What changes and revolutions the earth had previously pea-sed
through, we are left to our own researches and observations to discover—
However lengthened its dupation, however numerous or extensive its vicissi-
tudes, the first verse of Genesis leaves ample room for them all.  Andif we
feel a desire to prosecute the enquiry, and do it with becoming reverence for
the Scriptures, the harmony subsisting between geology and the narrative of
MMoses will be more and more unfolded.

2. The existence of o chans will most consistently admit of a literal con-
struction being put on every word of Moses’ narrative of creation. And
why should the existence of such a chaos be thought an incvedible thing ?
The entire system of geology is founded on the supposition, that the carth
has been frequently subjected to various convulsions and re-organizations.
In all the best works on geology. from the days of Dr IHutton down to the
present time, this has_been recognized. And what was the deluge but a
certain approach to a universal chaos? And it there were revolutions in the
carth that preceded the chaos of Moses, is it not reasonable to suppose that
the last which erowned the whole series, and which was destined to prepare
the earth as a fit residence for man, and to become the glorious theatre of
redemption, would be the grandest and most extensive of all?  Iugh Miller,
indeed, ignores the existence .of all such convulsions in the pre-Adamite
earth; and he is evidently constrained to do so, because their existence is
fatal to his theory. But it was vain for him to say, “no one knew how the
chaos was produced.” It was produced by the same Almighty Being who
produced the deluge, and all the other convulsions whose effects are so visi-
biy impressed on the crust of the earth, and in precisely the same manner.
There is no manner of doubt but that the subsidence of lighter earthy matter
from the waters of the chaos contributed eminently to form the vegetable
mould on the surface of the earth, and to form it of such a depth.

Now, if there was thus an extensive commingling of the constituent ele-
ments' of the globe, earth, water and air, by agents of nature, brought into
active operation by the immediate fiat of the Almighiy, would it not form
precisely such a confused mass as we conceive a chaos to be? And would
not the reduction of such a confused mass into order—educing its different
lomogeneous elements, and collecting them together into a separate state—
coincide exactly with the six days narrative of creation ? beginning with the
atmosphere, then the sea, and finally the dry land, together with the whole
of vegetable and animated nature. This is going but a step farther than
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what we know actually took place in the Deluge. Ience Hugh Miller’s
denial of.n general deluge. °

.3 There is the same reason as in the last particular, to expeet to meet
with 1nexpht‘:able difficulties on such a subject as the work of creation. The
creation of light on the first day, and the formation of the sun and moon on
the fourth day, ave difficulties that press with equal w

S ; cight on every scheme
that has yet been formed. These points are beyond the grasp of human

pgwers. The following is HTugh Millet’s account of the creation of light :
“The creative voice is heard, ¢ Let there be i 7
diffused light springs up in the east, and, casting its sickly gleam over a
cloud-limited expanse of steaming vaporous sea, journeys through the hea-
vens towards the west.  One heavy, sunless day, is made the rcgresenmﬁve
of myriads.” This is dark cnough, « It may ke poetry, but it is not his-
tory.”  Mr Miller makes no attempt to explain the appearance of the sun
and moon on the fourth day. Bloses has left a cloud on this point, as well
as on the other. In the mean time, it will be wise to allow it meekly to re-
nain, and to rest contented with the information he has given us, namely :

at God has made them all.  Only we may observe that the form of ex-
_ vession which is used in God’s promise to Noah respecting the rainbow,
casts some light on the language used by Moses respeeting the sun and moon
on the fourth day. Thus: “X do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be
for a token of a covenant between me and the earth 3 although that bow had
appeared in the cloud in all time previous. So God said in effect, on the
Jourth day of creation: “¥ ordain that there shall be lights in the firmament
of heaven, permanently to give light on the earth, &ec.; and it was so.”

ght,’ and straightway a grey

THE DEATF AND DUMSB.

Axoxe the various objects which demand the attention of Christian phi-
lanthropy in the present day there is perhaps no one possessed of greater in-
trinsic interest or which presents stronger claims to our sympathy than the
class of sufferers indicated at the head of this paper. Deprived, by the visi-
tation of an allwise but inscrutable Providence, of two of-the most valuable
faculties of our nature, they would scem to challenge from their more fa-
voured brethren of mankind no ordinary shave of commiseration and practi-
cal aid. 1t is nevertheless matter of deep regret that the Deaf and Dumb
have as yet veccived less than justice at our hands. Neither in the mother
Country nor in British America has suflicient attention been paid to their
condition and claims. The Blind and the Insans have had ample provision
made for them, while the Deaf and Dumb, second to neither of these classes,
if not superior to both, as regards the strength of their .ciaims, have been
comparatively overlooked. Hundreds, nay, thousands have been left to grow
up from childhood to youth, from youth to manhood, and from manhood to
old age, without ever having been told a Saviour’s name—without even hav-
ing received the rudiments of a secular education, and this too in the very
heart of Christian civilization. We believe that the chief cause of this apa-
thy and negleet has been the general ignorance on the subject of the Deaf
and Dumb which has too long prevailed even among intelligent Christians.
It is not generally known to what extent this calamity exists even in our
own land, whilst few ever take the trouble of seriously considering what is
involved in the idea of a human being deprived from birth of the faculty of
hearing and (as a necessary consequence) of speech. We feel convinced
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that no right-minded individual, who had, even partially, realized in his own
mind, the deeply melancholy fate of the untaught Deaf and Dumb, could
rest satisfied without attempting by whatever means in his power, to assist
in bringing them within the reach of Christian instruction. Ympressed by
these views we have been induced to bring the case of these unfortunates
before the special notice of your readers, and accordingly we now proceed, as
briefly as possible, to describe their condition.

Deafness, by whatever eause induced, when it ocears at birth, or in early
childhood, inevitably and invariably results in dwmbness. A person born
deaf, or losing his hearing in infancy, always becomes dumb—and constitutes
what is called a deaf-mute. His dumbness is not necessarily connected with
any malformation or defect of the vocal organs—his tongue, palate, &c., be-
ing just as perfect as those of other persons.  Iis inability to speak, then—to
utter articulate sounds—cannot be remedied by surgical operations, as is
sometimes imagined. If he is ever to acquire the power of articulate utter-
ance, of which he is bereft by his congenital deafness, it must be by having
that deafness removed, so that language may flow in through the hitherto ob-
structed channel, and by the patural imitative powers of the sane human be-
ing, be reproduced in the accents of the living voice. But alas! this is, we
fear, a consummation not soon to be realized, however devoutly to be wish-
ed. Medical attempts to cure congenital deafness bave, hitherto, signally
failed. Dr Itard, the late celebrated physician of the Institutien for the
Deaf and Dumb at Paris, who devoted bis life to the study of deafness, has
left upon record his conviction of the futility of such attempts. « Medieal
means,” he says, “ have no effect upon the dead, and to me it is certain that
the ear in the deaf~mute is dead. Science can do nothing for it.”

The Deafand Dumb are thus hopelessly shut out fror .ural communica-
tion with the external world, and from rational intercour. . with their fellow
men. They are doomed to an eternal soundlessness. The bark of their ex-
istence 75 launched upon a sea where no oar breaks the everlasting silence.
Even the fair face of creation is to them void of meaning or of charm. They
dwell in a cheerless and perpetual solitude. They are a society, but not of
it—alone in the thickest press of mankind, and the din of busiest life. With
the same mental faculties, with the same moral nature, the same emotions,
passions, and susceptibilities—they are denied the same intellectual, moral,
and religions attainments, the same enlightened and clevated enjoyments,
and the same social position and advantages—as other men. For want of
that development which our understandings receive through the medium of
spoken language—of direct, daily intercourse with those around us, from the
fizst dawn of reason in infancy to the meridian brightness of intellectual man-
hood—the mental powers of the Deaf and Dumb are comparatively dormant.
They have not been brought into sustained and active exercise. The range
of the deaf-mute’s thought is confined almost entirely to the region of sensi-
ble impressions, and even within that limit his notions are necessarily mea-
gre, indjstinct and confused. Ideas, or rather, groups of images successively
appear and disappear beforc the eye of the mind, with the rapidity and va-
riety of the combinations of the kaleidoscope, but like them also without dis-
tinctness, order and connection. Generalisation and classification of ideas is
almost impossible, as the cffective operation of these principles mainly de-
pends upon the assistance of a copious and refined language, and he is conse-
quently bound down, in his thinking, to the simplest clementary ceneeptions.
He is ignorant of everything which it is the special function of sound as the
vehicle of speech to convey to the car, and, through the car, to the minds, of
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others, from their birth. Spoken words never penetrate the dull recesses of
the inscnsate ear of the deaf-born, or reach the living, thinking, immortal spi-
rit within. In the family circle the deaf-mute never hears the sweet aceents
of a mother’s voice, nor the joyous prattle of his infant brothers and sisters!
He shares not in the genial instructions of the fireside. In the midst of out-
door companions he knows not to answer to his playmatc’s call, nor to utter
the name of the amusement in which mayhap he joins. In the social party
he is completely isolaated. e hears not and hecds not the mirthful sally,
the cheerful conversation, or the enlivening song. He is bereft of the enjoy-
ments of music and social intercourse. e iz debarred from benefitting by
the Lecture room, and, more melancholy still, from engaging in the public
and private services of religion. On him, the most faithful, powerful and
affecting statements of the doctrines, the duties, the promises, and the threat-
enings of the Divine Word fall alike destitute of meaning or effect,

And, as he is thus incapable of being impressed by the articulate sounds
which constitute the language of civilized 1aan, so is he incapable of appre-
hending the meaning of the written signs by which these are represented —
in other words he does not understand written language. 1le cannot express
a single idea in written lunguage. e does not comprehend the meaning of
a single printed word. Books therefore are to the uneducated deaf-mute
quite uniatelligible. With the stores of information which are contained in
books he has no acquaintance. History, Science, Poetry, Religion and every
other department of human knowledge form one vast terrc incognita of
whieh he has not even dreamed. He is altogether excluded from the tem-
ple of knowledge because he possesses not the key which unlocks its gates.
It is truly sad to contemplate the deep intellectual and moral darkness in
which this unfortunate being is shrouded. So far as can be ascertained the
untaught deaf-mute has no idea of the existence of an invisible, omnipresent,
allseeing, omnipotent Being who made and who governs the universe. He
knows not of his own nature and destiny. The ideas of duty and responsi-
bility—of the immateriality and immortality of the soul—of a future state of
retribution and reward—ave subjeets on which he is as profoundly ignorant
as the child unborn. “It is possible,” says Berthier (a distinguished pupil
of the Abbe Sicard, and, though a deaf-mute. a man who would have borne
not unfavourable comparison with the majority of educated hearing persons),
“jt is possible,” says Berthier, “ that some deaf and dumb persons may at-
tribute certain effects, as storm, wind and hail. to a certain cause ; and may
figure to themselves one or more extraordinary bemgs commanding the rain,
the lightning and other natural phenomenon ; but a deaf and dumb person,
without instruction, will never have a notion, even vague and confused, of &
superior Existence whom it is his duty to love, revereand obey, and to whom
he must give an account of Lis thoughts and of his actions.” M. Laurent
Clere also thus writes, © You ask me if previcus to my instruction I had any
idea of God and of the origin of the world or the beings and  things it con-
tains. The same inquiry has been made of me perhaps onc hundred times
before, both in Europe and America, and my answer has always been that
T had none at all ; nor had I any of my soul, for it never occurred to me to
seck to know what was TIaT within me which thought and willed.” Ano-
ther well-cducated deaf-mute, a pupil of the late B Kinnibureh of Edin-

“bureh. asserts that the deaf and dumb * have no idea of God, of the soul and
a foture state—absolutely none. The thought never crosses their mind of
the existence of a Higher Power, nor of an impending state of cxxstence)})&
youd the present, nor of that soul by \vhosp impulse }hcy move and act’—
Thus the deaf-maute, alone among the intelligent creation has no conception
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of a Creator and moral Governor, or of the nature and destiny rof man. In,
the midst of a Christian community—in the very bosom of a Christian fami-
ly—he lives a practical dtheist—literally « having no hope and yithout God
in the world.”  The most benighted heathen race. on the face of- the eauh,
approximates nearer the fulfilment of man’s high vocation as a rational; Te~:
sponsible and immortal being, than the unfortunate deaf and dumb, who, as,
has been truly observed, without instruction  can mostly haveno better prog-.
pect than that of nerr]ect and destitution, of wasted faculties, of a stunted mo-:
ral and intellectual growtit, of a stagnant, profitless, joyless and knpe?ess ex-
istence.”* How urgent then the need of providing them with i.:iruction !
How noble a work and how worthy the energics of 2 Christian people to as-
sxst in bringing such poor outcasts within the - ‘sphere of our soclal relations—
“to restore them to society, to their families, to themselves’—to mitigate the
scverity of their lonely lot by opening up to them the treasures contained i in,
books—to train them to industrious habifs and fit them for usefulness in the
business of life—and specially, by God’s blessing, to guide their footsteps into
those ways which are pleasantness and peace——to lwht up to them that bless-
ed path which leads to glory and honour and immor tahty
¢ the outset of these obseyvations we remarked that comparatively few
are aware of the extent to which deaf-muteism prevails, and that we regard-
ed this as one of the causes of the neglected condition of( the Deaf and Dumb.
A statement or two on, this point may therefore be of some service. In the
British Isles the total number of deaf-mutes is estimated at 17,300, or 1 in
every 1590 individuals. In the United States there are amongt he <whole
population 9085, or 1 to every 2152 souls, while among the colowred popu-
lation the proportion appears to be much leaa, being only 632, or 1 in 5750.
1t is wortkiy ‘6f notice that deafness and lunacy are rarer among the blacks.
than the whites, while on the other hand blindness and idiocy are more pre-
valent among the former than among the latter. In France, according to
the official census of 1852, there are 29,512 deaf-mutes, or 1 in 1212 ; and
in Prussia 11,973, or 1 in 1364. In Canada the proportion is 1 in 1343.—
And in our own Province, after making due allowance for inaccuracy in the
census returns, there must be at least 100 of the proper age for insiruction
growing up entirely uncared for. Iere then is a suffieiently wide and ne-
cessitous field of missionary operation. We would not be understood to dis-
parage any existing object of philanthropic efiort, to which our readers may.
be in the habit of giving their support, but we subnnt, that this has claims on
their consideration not inferior to any. And if asked in what way we would
propose that benevolent aid should be extended to the class whose cause we
advocate, we would reply,—by securing their admission into some Seminary
specially devoted to the work of their instruction. The peculiar circumstan-
ces of the Deaf and Dumb render it necessary that they should be gathered
together into Institutions by themselves. They cannot be efﬁclently educa-
ted in the Gommon Schools of the country. The ordinary Teacher, how-
ever accomplished, can do little or nothing for them. They must be placed
under the tuition of persons who have become qualified by a special course
of training for this specific department of education. In view of these {acisa
few benevolent and “hristian men in Halifax made an cffort some cighteen
months ago to establish a School for the Deaf and Dumb in that city, in which
attempt, as our readers are probably aware, they were, fortunately, successful.”
For ashort time the School was taught by Mr William Gray, a deaf-mute who
had received his education in the Edinburgh Institution, but, the number of the

#* Bishop Thirlwall. ~
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pupils increasing, it was found necessary to procure a properly qualified kear-
ing person to superintend it.  Accordingly, with the aid of a grant which
had in the meanwhile been obtained from the Legislature, the Directors of
the Institution were enabled to secure the sevices of My J. Scott Hutton,
who for ten years previously had been one of the instruetors in the Institu-
tion in Edinburgh. Mr Hutton came out from Scotland last August, and
sinee that time the School has been steadily progressing. There are now
22 pupils, 8 of whom are boarders and 14 day-seholars. One half of the pu-
pils belong to the poorer classes, and are maintained at the expense of the
Institution. The Institution is supported partly by the Legislative grant al-
ready referred to, and partly by donations and subscriptions. Its funds, we
believe, are at present bavely suflicient to meet the current expenditure, ~=d
stand greatly in need of aid.  An appeal by circolar 1o the various Churches
throughout the Province was made some months ago, but, we regret to un-
derstand, with but very partial success. Doubtless there arve alveady nu-
merous calls upon the liberality of our congregations, but surely something
might be done even by the poorest towards assisting this most interesting
and deserving Institution. It is the only Establishment of the kind in the
Lower Provinces, and were it only as a matter of patriotic feeling and pub-
lic spirit, ought to be energetically supported. If ministers and Kirk-Ses-
sions would take up the canse much might be done, not only by way of pe-
cuniary aid. but also in seeking out such uneducated deaf and dumb persons
as may be found in their respective distvicts, and impressing upon their re-
latives the duty and advantage of availing themselves of the meaus of instrae-
tion now within their reach ; for one of the greatest obstacles which infant
Institutions like this have to contend wiih, arises out of the indifference too fre-
quently manifested by those who ought to be the most interested, viz., the
parents and relatives of the uneducated deaf and dumb themselves. This
indifierence, and the general inability of such persons to bear the expense of
mainiaining their deat-mute children in a public Institution, at a distance from
home. must always be serious drawbacks in connection with this work, un-
less those who ave alive to the vast importance of education for the deaf and
dumb, and whe are sincerely desirous of seeing their condition ameliorated,
exert themselves actively on their behalf.  We earnestly trust that these re-
marks may have the cffect of awahening the interest of some who may hi-
therto have given little attention to the subject, and thas those already inter-
ested may have their sympathies more strongly enlisted in the cause of these
benighted Children of Silence. J.S. H.

PASTORAL RECOLLECTIONS AND GLEANINGS.
THE BLACKSMITH, AND THE TRACTARIAN PRIEST.

« Hear the first lnw—tko judgment of tho skies :
Tle that hates truth shall be the dupe of lics;
And ho that will be cheated to thoe last,
Delusions, strong as hell, shall bind bim fast.
But if tho wanderer his mistako discern,
Judgo his own ways, and sigh for a return,
Bewilder'd once, must he bewail his loss
For cver and for ever? No.”—CowrEr.
Harry RoGERS was a native of- ,in Shropshire. His father wasa §hrewd
man skilfal in his profession as a blacksmith, and very indulgent to his childrens
but as he was decidedly irreligions, he left them to educate themselves, which they
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did by learning to practise the vices with which that dreary moral waste abounded.
Harry was his eldest son, his mother’s darling boy ; and at the age of fourteen he
went into the smithy to assist his father; and being a clever lad, ke very soon ex-
celled in making a shoe, and in shoeing a horse.  As he was a good singer, and
witty withal, he was a great favourite both with the young and the older people of
the village, who were often charmed by his song, and the facetions drollery of his
sayingsand his stories. At length, contrary to the practice of his father, and in op-
position to the urgent cntreaties of his mother, he became a regular attendant at the
public-house; where his ruin was soon complated.  After sitting up for him one
morning till past 2 o'clock, his mother sallied forth to seek for hum, but she found
every public-house closed, and returned home with a heavy heart,saying to her hus-
band, whom she awoke, “ I have great trouble of my soul about Harry. He's not
come home, and I can’t find him.  I'm afraid these soldiers bave taken him ofl.”

“ He’s no such a fool ; come, come, get to sleep.”

The morning dawned, and with it came the news that Harry had enlisted, and
was gone off with the recruit'ng party.

An incident now occurred, illustrative of an old adage, “ It’s an ill wind that
blows no one any good.”  Asthe colonel of the regiment was ridirg past old Rogers's
smithy, his horse cast a shoe, and stumbled, and the colonel fell with great violence
against the curb-stone. Mrs Rogers had him carried into her parlour, placed him
in anarm chair, wrapped a wet towgl round his head, which she kept ercet, and sent
for the doctor ; but he soon revived, and said, ¢ I am not hurt, merely stunned. I
thank you, madam, for your prompt sagacity in placing this wet bandage on my head.
Give me a glass of cold water.” On the arrival of the doctor, the colonel, with a
good humoured smile, said, * You are too late, sir ; yet I consider you entitled to
your fee.”

Old Rogers was too busy in his smithy to pay much attention to what was going
on in-doors; but he stole away for a few minutes to see the colonel, though he knew
not who he was, as he was in a plain dress; and after congratulating him on his es-
cape, be said, “ I'm a hand short just now, sir, and have a good deal to do; but I'll
shoe your horse next.” This allusion to the hand short, brought tears in the eyes
of bis wife, and made hersigh heavily ;and to give ventto her trouble, she said s I
wish-these soldiers had been at Jericho, and then they would not have got at my dear
Harry.” The colonel listened very attentively to her sad tale ; and on taking leave
of her, after thanking her for her attention. he said, as he was mounting his horse,
“1 am sorry, Mr Rogers, that I have no change to pay you. I'll send and discharge
your bill to your satisfaction to-morrow ; and the discharge shall be satisfactory to
the old lady.”

The accident—the politeness of the stranger—the sympathy he expressed in behalf
of Mrs Rogers, with the guessings who he could be, and what he meant by the dis-
charge being satisfactory to Mrs Rogers, supplied materials for conversation till long
after the usual hour of going to rest. Early the following morning, and before the
due.preparations were made for breakfast, Harry opened the door and walked in,
yet seemed ashamed to look on his mother.

“ Why, Harry, how could you serve your father so, to leave him to do all the
work himself? And how could you leave me s0? I shall never know another

* happy day or night.”
arry, not knowing as yet what good news he had to report, said, ¢ The colonel
has sent me with this letter to fathér; and says I mustlet him have it directly!
Where is he 77 The following is a copy of the letter :—

« Sir,—I enclose a sovereign in discharge of your claim ; and I herewith give
vour son, Harry, hic discharge, as an expression of my gratitude to his mother for
her kindoesstome. I hope his narrow escape from the trials and dangers of a sol-
dier's life willl keep him from the public-liouse, which is the road to ruin.—Yours,”
&e.

This letter, which taok them all by surprise, bad an electrical effect.

« What’s that ?” said bis mother. ¢ Harry discharged! Here, let me have the
letter.”

«I'll never part with it.” )

« Am I discharged ?  Why, our colonel aid nothing to me ahoutit He seat for
meg, and told me to bring the letter.  And as I was going out of the room, he said,
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¢ Take the colours out of your hat, and leave them with the serjeant, as it may break
your mother’s heart to see them.””

* Well now, Harry,” said his father, “ I hope you will take colonel’s advice, and
keep out of public-houses.”
« I'll never enter another.”

After this, he became very steady, and kept to his work, On coming of age, as his
brother was able to take his place in bLis father’s smithy, it was arranged for him to
go to , where hie got a good situation. He had not been bere long, before he
married a very respectable young woman, who had received a religious” education
in a Sabbath-school ; and for a few years, they lived an industrious and sober life,
uniformly attending church on Sabbath morning ; and in the eveuing, as they had no
family, they often took a ramble into the country, or had some friend to see them.
Having become a great favourite with some gentlemen whose horses he shod with
geientific skill, they urged bim to go into business on his own account, which he did ;
and they patroniscd him.  He was now flush with money, which made him com-
paratively inattentive to his business; and then his early habits came upon him with
more than their former violence and virulence, and he becamea hard drinker. His
church was forsaken ; his home lost its charins, and frequently he did not leave the
public-house till he wasso intoxicated, as to need some one to take care of him. He
continued in this course of dissipation for many years, till at length the strength of
his powerful athletic constitution gave way ; and he was now confined to his own
room, with no prospert of again seeing the world. Hisever-attentive wife watched
over him day and night; and it was a most painful post of observation for her to
aceupy ; as in addition to physical pain, her husband endured the most torturing
agonies of conscience. His self-reproachful terms were uttered with fierce and
thundering tones of condemnation. -

« Shall I,” she said, when there was a lull in these storms of self-reproach, © send
for our clereyman ?  He may speak some words of consolation to your soul.”

« Yes, yes, do.”

A friend happened to call to see him ; and, hearing from his own lips the agonised
state of his mind, obtained his consent to allow me to see him ; and, baving received
from this frrend a sketeh of his history and his character, I went on the following
day, and was introduced to him; and the following is an outline of what passed be-
tween us:—

“T am sorry, sir. to see you so ill.”

«Yes; I'm as bad as bad can be. Mine, sir, bas been a rough passage, but-nota
lonely one.”

# You have a good wife, who has always, I believe, endeavoured to take great
care of you.”

« 1 don’t mean that, sir. I have had one with me day and night, that I have tried
to get rid of, but never could.”

& Whao is that ?”

« Why, myv conscience. My conscience has been my tormentor day and night.
Ay, no one knows what a wicked man suffers but himself.” .

“ And what did vou do, to get rid of your vonscience ?”

« Why, I drauk deeper, which was making bad still worse ? Ay, many a night
after my first nap, 1 have counted all the hours of the clock.”

s And what thd your conscience make you dread ?” ) .

« God: his eye was always open upon me. e made me attimes feel his wrath.
1 was often afraid to go to sleep, lest I should awake in hell. And when I was
asleep, 1 often dreamed that I was going off to hell, to be tortured there. I tell you
what, sir, it's no very easy or pleasant work to keep up a regular course or wicked-
ness.” . .

« Rut how is it, that what you suffered did not hold you in, and keep you from
deeds of wickedness ?" . ) :

« Why, sir, I had no more power over myself to rein myself in, than”a Jjockey bas
over a vicious runaway borse, when he gets the bit between bis'teeth.”,

« Your passage through time has been both short and awful. You bave been fit-
ting yourself for destfuction.” :

< Fitting myselffor destruction! Do youmean, by that, that X have been prepar-
ing myself for hell ?” _
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He was silent, and remained silent some time. A convulsive shiver came over
his great muscular frame. His eyes rolled, as though moved by some internal tem-
pest of woe. At length he fixed a settled and an intense look on me, and replied
somewhat coolly, * What fools we are to do that—to fit ourselves for hell 7 *

«Well, you have got nearly through the first passage-way of your existence ; and
soon you will cross the line, and get into the other, which will be longer.”

“ Yes; I suppose I shall. The doctor told him this morning he did not think 1
should live the weck out.”

« Well, then, in a few days you will be in another world, and in a new condition of
existence. How do you feol in prospect of passing from time to eternity ?”

“ As quiet as a lamb.”

This reply startled me, as I expected some terrible outbursts of anguish and agony
of spirit. Yes, I thought, the internal torture is too great to be endured,—it has
impaired his intellect ; and yet there was no external appearance of'it, cither in his
looks or in his tones.

« Did you say as quiet as a lamb ?”

“Yes, sir; and [ feel so, thank God.”

“ But how is this? Why, your friend told me that you were suffering great an-
guish of soul. That you were trembling in prospect of death, under a firm convic-
tion that you were doomed to hell,”

« Ay, I was 'tother day ; but I am not now, thank God. Do you know,sir, I seat
three times before he would come. That was a bit too bad, because I might have
gied and gone to hell before he got here ; and if I had, I should bave cursed him in

ell.”

I was still apprehensive, from these strange remarks, that his excess of mental

anguish had imparwed his mind ; and therefore, to sooth him, and divert Lis attention

for a.moment, from the process of torture going on in the inner chamber of his spirit,

I said, ¢ Be composed ; the light of mercy may dispel the midnight darkness.”
 But, sir, was it not too bad to keep me waiting and in suspense, when I was so

near hell; and he didn’t know but I should fall in before ho got here. Three times

I sent for him before I had him here. However, thank God; he came at last.”

% Who do you refer to 2”

% Why, the parson tv be sure.”

“Who.”

“ Why, Parson Spry.”

« Well, and what did he say and do to you ?”

“ Why he asked me a few questions in a very hurried manner, and which I
thought of no great use; and then he absolved me and gave me the sacrament. He
wanted my wife to take the sacrament with me; but, poor soul, she was too broken-
Learted to do it, as she knows that is the last thing to be done before death; and,
therefore, we got a neighbour to come in, and make up the right number.”

I will now present to the reader this form of absolution, which I copy from the
prayer-book of the Church of England, and which gives to the Protestant Episcopal
priest even greater power, than Rome gives to her priests: the Catholic priests can
forgive only some sins; the Protestant can * forgive all sins,”—so says the Prayer-
book.

4« Qur Lorp JEsus CHRIST, WHO HATH LEFT POWER TO IS CHURCH TO AB-
SOLVE ALL SINNERS WHO TRULY REPENT AND BELIEVE IN OIM, OF HIS GREAT
MERCY FORGIVE THEE THINE OFFENCES ; AND BY HIS AUTHIORITY CO)M-
MITTED TO ME, I ABSOLVE THEE FROM ALL THY SINS, IN THE
NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AXD OF THE HOLY
GHOST. AMEN."*

“WWell, then, am I to understand that the reading of this form of absolution, to-
gether with taking the sacramnent, quieted yom conscience; and makes you feel as
quict as a lamb in prospect of dying, and passing into the eternal world ?”

« Yes, to be sure. When a man’s absolved by a regular Oxford or Cambridge
parson, he has nothing to fear. Why, he told me that I am now fit to die; and f

* S.cc tho ¢ Qrder for the Visitation of the Sick.”
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*suppose he i8°a good judge of such matters, as it is his profession—at any rate he
ought to be."”
% And do you now expect to go to heaven when you die ?”

# To besure Ido  No lamb ever died quieter than I shall die, I have made
my peace with God.”

u"\Vell, then, as he has done for
do; and therefore I shall go.”
. «1 thank you, sir, for coming,
peace with God.”

1 now turned round, as though Iintended leaving him ; and seeing a book, which
1 had previously seen, on the sill of the window, where his wife was standine in
mournful silence, I said to her, # Pray, Ma'am what book is that ?” ©

« Tt is a Bible, sir;” and she presented itto we, with very marked expressions of
satisfaction. I then walked to his bedside with the Bible Bpen, and said, ¢ Now,

suppose Jesus Christ and parson Spry were both in this roow, and one said one thing,
and one said ancther,—which would you believe ?* °

«\Vhy Jesus Christ, to be sure.”

# Well, then, T will now tell you what Jesus Christ says is necessary to fit a man
for heaven. ¢ Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, LExceptaman be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God’~dJohn iii. 2. 1 saw from his look that he suspected the
integrity of my reading, and I therefore added, “ Now mind, I am reading, from
your own Bible, and if you think Iam not reading correctly examine the verse your-
self,”—giving him the Bible.

He read it, and kept his eye on it a considerable time, and then said, % You read
right, sir.  Born again. What's the meaning of these strange words *

“ Your very question is a proof that you are not born again ; forif you were, you

you all you want done, thereis nothing for me to

but I have now got all I want ; I have made my

would know what it is.”

T suppose I'should. Then, according to what Jesus Clrist says, Iam not likely,
after all this absolution and sacrament trouble, to get to heaven.” ‘

% Why,.the awful fact is, the parson has been deceiving you; and, if you die un-
der your present delusion, you will indeed bave cause to curse him in hell.” '

¢ But do you know what it is to be born again ?”

« Yes.”

« Will you tellme?”

« Why, you said just now, that you had made your peace with God, and have

eace of soul, and did not want me to do anything for you.”

« Why, yes; but these strange words have fallen upon my soul like 2 blow from a
sledge hammer, and shivered my peace and my hope to pieces. Yes;the parson
has been deceiving me—dJesus Christ can’t mistake. But, sir, to come to the point,
— Wil you tell me the meaning of these strange words, as you say you can ¥” *

« Why should I, after being told you don’t want me to do anything for you 9"

« Why, just as you should save a man from being drowned, if you stood at the
side of the canal.  Come, sir, T baven'tlong to live. No time should belost.  Make
haste, or I may be in hell before your explanation can get into my soul.”

1 still paused. . . ]

His wife now approached me, bathed in tears, and said,  Oh do, my dear sir, tell
my poor dear husband what he wants to know ; and what he must know, and feel
too, to fit him for heaven. I have told him that the absolution and the sacrament
is all a piece of deception ; but he was angry with me for saying so. Do, sir, tell
him what it is, and take off the veil of delusion from his precions soul; and if the
Lord should be pleased to give him grace to understand and feel what you say to
him, 1 shall mix tears of gladness with my tears of sorrow, when I goto weep at his
grave; for he has been a good and kind husband to me.”

Istill paused, as though I felt more disposed tokeep back what I knew, thon to
tell him ; as I wished to excite him to the highest poXsible degree of anxious solici-

de.
tu(l‘e Don’t pause longer, sir. ' Why I may get cold in death before you strike, and
then all will be over. Strike while my soul is hot with desire to know what these

trange words mean.”
® rﬂig wife made another appeal, aud was going on.hel", knees, which I prevented.
«Do, sir; O do, sir, tell him—he has not long to live. :
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He then cast on me a terrible look of indignation, andsaid,* Why, sir, you are as
bad, or worse, than parson Spry. He came and deceived me, but perhaps he didn’s
know any better. You come, and find me deceived ; and yet you won't undeceive
me, though you say you can. And will you let me die, and let me go to hell, under
a fatal delusion? Then if you won't tell me what it is to be born again, will you
toll my wife where to go and get some one who will come and tell me? I must
know, or I shall die in despair.”

“ Yes, sir,” said his wife, with prompt eagerness, « if you won't tell my dear hus-
band what he n.ust know todie happy and safe, tell me where Ican find some good
minister of Jesus Christ, who will come and tell him. I'll go directly; as death is
coming, and will soon be here,”

“ You suppose 1 am unvwilling to explain to you the mecaning of this strange ex-
pression—Except @ man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God ; but you
are mistaken. I am willing to do it.”

¢ Then, sir, why don’t you begin? I havea new and great lesson to learn, and
butlittle time left to learn it.’,

T was still standing with my stick in my hand, when his wife brought me a chair,
and in a tone and with a look that almost overpowered my feelings, said—¢ Will
you, sir, sit down, and tell my poor dear husband what it is to be born again ; and
who can tell what may be the issue ?  Perhaps the Saviour, who fitted in a few hours
the dying thief for paradise, may do such an act of grace and of power formy dear
husband. And if he should”+a flood of tears prevented her finishing the sen-
tenee.

I could stand out no longer. I sat myself down, took the Bible, paused fora few
seconds to campose my strongly excited feelings, and silently to implore the pre-
sence of the Divine Spirit; and, just as I was going to begin, heinterrupted me by

saying.—

._“XNow, sir, you must be very plain in your speech, because I know nothing.
You mast talk tome, as to a very iznorant as well as a very wicked man.”
“ I will; and if I say anything which you don't quite understand, stop me, and

ask for an explanation.”

“1 will, sir; because I don’t want to hear you talk: I waat to understand what

you say.”

“ And feel it too, I hope, my dear husband.”
Very good. It'sno use to know, unless it is felt.
I hope Jesus Christ will make me under-

“ Ay, ay.

stroke, iy dear wife. Yes, to feel it.

She was still weeping.
That’s a good

stand, and feel, what it is to be born again before I die. Then I shall die as quiet

asa lamb, and no mistake.”

* I hope you will, and then, like the angels of God, I shall have ¢ great joy of soul ;* ”

said hisfond and attentive wife.

The relation of what passed further in this interview must be reserved till next

month.

Religionus Miscellany.

MORMONISM.

As this disgusting compound of sensu-
ality, despotism, and ferociousness, is
continually thrasting itself upon public
attention, it may interest some of our
readers to recall the ¢ircumstances in
which it originated. The calamity has
come upon us as one of the results of that
excessive freedom, in the exercise of
which we throw open the gates of our
empire to all manner of immigrants from
the Old World ; for this anomalous po-
pult ion is chielly recruited fromEurope.
Rev. Solomon Spauldiug, a graduate of

Dartmouth College, was distinguished
for a lively imagination, and a love for
history. He lived in a part of Ohio a-
bounding with mounds, and the ruins of
old forts, and took much interest in the
study of these antiquities. To beguile his
bours of retirement, he conceived the
idea of giving a historical sketch of the
lost race, about which there was so much
mystery. It was, of course, a fanciful
undertaking, giving wide scope for the
exercise of imagination, and tempting
him to indulge in an antique style while
describing ancient things. The Old
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Testament, contatning the most ancient
Yooks in the world,he found it convenient
to imitate in style. He, therefore,
faunched out at will into the region of
free, historical romance. This was in
1812. His neighbors, hearing of the pro-
aress of hig curious worl, would come to
his house, and hear “ortions of it read.
1t claimed to have been written by nne
of the lost nation, to have been recovered
trom the earth, and was christened with
the title of * Manusenipt found.” This
self-amusing gentleman pretended to be
decyphering the mysteries of the disin-
terred manuscript, and regularly re-
ported progress to his neighbors.  From
the classics and from ancient history be
introduced many uncouth and unaceus-
tomed names, which awakened curiosity
Mr Spaulding removed to Pittsburg, and
found a friend in the person of an editor,
to whom he showed his manusript. The
editor was pleased, borrowed it, kept it,
and offered to print it, if Mr Spaulding
would make out a suitable title-page. He
promised also to make it a sonrce of pro-
fit. Mr Spaulding declined any such use
of it. Sydney Rigdon, who has since
figured o largely among the Mormons,
was then employed in the editor’s print-
ing-office ; he inspected the manuscripts,
and had an opportunity to copyit. It
was returned to the anthor, who died in
1816. But the influence he had vowit-
tingly originated, did not die with him.
There is no doubt that Rigdon took a
copy of the whole, or parts of the manu-
seript. He appeared 1 Palmyra, N. Y,
in 1828, working at his trade. About this
time there began to be talk of certain
mysterious « plates” being founl in that
vegion. They had been discovered, it
was said, by Joseph Smith, Jr., in the
bank of the Erie Canal, near Palmyra.
Here Smith and Rigdon conspired to
start the fraud.  Smith wasa man oflow
cunning, vulgar, and sensval in his
habits, a fitting accomplice for Rigdon,
both being ready to execute any false-
hood. dJoe was to beset np as a leader,
and to assume the title of Praphet. 1t was
riven out that Joe was engaged translat-
ing the plates.  This was in 1829. Some
followers were obtaned, chiefly the ig-
naraut and vicious, and the dishonest,
who had no character to lose. They
called themselves the Chuveh of the Lat-
ter Day Saints, and organised at Man-
chester under Joe Swith, who ssued an
edition of 1200 copies of the “ Book of
Mormon,” at Palmyra. Some three or
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four secemingly respectable men of that
region, jeined them,which attracted more
atlention. Smith and his tollowers se-
lected Kirtland, Obhio, as their “ city of
refuge,” by insphation, as blasphemer
said—the Lord mtending and directing
the temple should be built thece. Two
hundred composed the first settlement.
They called their book the * Golden
Bible”  Smith founded a bogus bank,
which, of coarse, failed, and he found it
necessaryto move further West. Thither
has been the disastrous progress of these
misetable imposters, whose subsequent
history ic known to the world. It would
scem as if there was no form of folly or
unpiety which some human beings will
not embrace. Polygamy, blasphemy,
rebellion, murder, are the natural fraits
of this wretched conspivacy, which is
troubling the whole land.  Smith was
overtaken with the judgments of God,
and died a miserable death. Young is
probably destined to a similar end.—
Journal of Commerce.

A MESSENGER OF MERCY.

A soviety wag some years ago establish-
cd to distribute tracts by post in the high-
er circles  Oneof these tracts, entitled,
« Prepare to meet thy God,” was not
long since enclosed in an envelope, and
sent by post to a gertleman well known
for bis ungodly life and his reckless im-
piety.

1{e was in hisstudy when be read this
letter amang others

¢« What's that 2" said he, ¢ prepare
to meet thy God.! Who had the impu-
dence to send me this cant ?”

Aund with an imprecation on kis un-
known correspondent, he arese to put
the paper in the fire.

i« No, I won’t do that he said to him-
selt ;” on second thought, I know what
I will do. T send it to my friend
B———; it will be a good joke to hear
what he'll say about it

So saying, he enclosed the tract in a
fresh cover, and in a feigned hand di-
rected it to his boon companion.

-Mr B was 2 wn of his own stamp
and ceceived the tract, ag his friend
had done, with an oath at the Methodist-
ival howbug, which his ficst impulse
was to tear in pieces,

« 1 not tear it either,” said he to him-
self.

« Prepare to meet thy God,” at once
arrested his attention and smote bis con-
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scienge. Like those of whom the poet
says, , :
“ TFhey came to scoff,
£nd remained to pray.”

the arrow of conviction entered his heart
as he read, and he was converted on the
spot from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God.

Almost his first thought was for his un-
godly associates. .

« Have §received such blessed light
and truth, and shall I not strive to com-
municate it to others 2”

He again folded the traet, and enclos-
ed and directed it to one of his compani-
ons in sin.

Wonderful to say the little arrow hit
the mark. His friend read. He also
was converted, and both are now walk-
ing as the Lord’s redeemed ones. FThere
can be no doabt that the happy man who
first sent out his blessed messénger of
grace, had accompanied and followed it
with much prayer. And may this strange
instance of success stir us all up to be
mare diligent in circulating tracts, and
more earnest in praying for a blessing
on them, and which, if not always seen
immediately, will doubtless be granted
in the end.

% Let us not be weary in well-doing,
for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not.”—English paper.

ANTI-CHRISTIAN LITERATURE.

It does not require a very critical eye,
far less a captious mind, to perceive a
spirit of hostility to the ministry pervad-
ing the writings of the much-admired
Thackeray and Dickens. The most casu-
al reader could scarcely fail to have ob-
served its presence. Celebrated as is the
latter for his patbetic delineations and
advocacy of much-needed reforms; and
noted as is the former for satire and keen
analysis of character, both apparently de-
light in depicting full-length portraits of
the verieat caricatures of the Christian
minister ; and not only caricatures, but
being presented, without qualificatior, as
representatives of a class, they are abso-
lute libels, and untrue in fact.

In proof of this assestion,take,as instan-
ces, the character of « Chadband” in
« Bleak Flouse,” and that of* Charles
Honeyman” in® The Newcomes.” The
one, an oily-visaged, unprincipled hypo-
crite, devoid of every honorable feeling,
or vestige of morality, figures conspicu-
ously in the most disgraceful occurrences,

Trouble.
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The other, a dainty,ill-formed youth, re-
dolent of millefleur, the hireling of an usu-
rer, preaches moving sermons, without
the stightest interest in them, is imprison-
ed for extravagant debts, and in all his
actions excites unmitigated contempt.
Not a ray of better feeling illumines the
conduct of either throughout his whole
career. To the cases cited might be add-
ed * Creamcheese,” a worthy compeer,
as portrayed by Curtis in the * Potiphar
Papers.”

t should be borne in mind that these
characters are not presented as excepti-
ons and as a disgrace to their profession.
Ro genuine disciple of his Lord, abound-
ing in labors of love to man, is set forth
in marked contrast to their qualities. On
the contrary, one ignerant of the facts in
the case would naturally suppose them
true types of an existing class. Now that
unworthy and hypocritical members may
occasionally be found ameng both laity
and clergy, and do not need the genius
of leading novelists to ascertain. Itis a
necessary evil attendant upon all human
associations, that false disciples may gain
entrance without detection.

But to aflirm, or what is still mere re-
prehensible, to insinuate, that a class of
men engaged in so sacred a calling as the
Christian ministry are false to their pro-
fession, and unworthy of respect, argues
qualities of mind by no means to be en-
vied. Especially does it become worthy
of attention, when men occupying the li-
terary s osition of the authors menticaed,
thus seek to garnish their tales.

It is not, however, in view of the in-
Jjustice done to a noble profession that the
subject assumes most importance, butin
the general effect upon religiousinterests.
Such misrepresentations have an influ-
ence upon many readers, especially with
the young, while they afford to scoffers at
sacred things, not erly cause of rejoicing,
but weapons wherewith to assail those
weak in the faith.—Protestant Church-
man,

TROUBLE.

“ Frouble” becomes a marvelous mor-
tifier of pride, and an effectual restrain-
er of self-will. The temper is mellowed
and the feelings refined. It needs re-
peated strokes of the hammer to break
the rock in pieces; and so it semetimes
requires repeated strokes of anguish to
break our hearts in pieces, and make us
bumbler and wiser men. And as the



1858.

{onger you keep the canary birdin a
darkened cage the sweeter it will sing so
the more severe the discipline of the
good man’s experience, the sweeter the
songs of his spiritual life. The gold that
is refined in the lottest furnace comes
out the brightest, and the character
moulded by intense heat will exhibit the
most wondrous excellences.

God’s children are like stars, that
shine brightest in the darkest night ; like
torches, that are better for beating ; like
grapes, that come not to the proof till
they come to the press; like trees, that
drive down their roots further, and grasp
the carth tighter by reason of the storm;
like vines, that grow the better for
bleeding ; like gold that looks the better
for scouring; like glow worms, that shine
best in the dark ; like juniper, that smells
sweetest in the fire ; like pomander, that
becomes more fragrant for chafling ; like
the palm tree, which proves the better
for preserving ; like the camonmile, which
spreads the more as you tread upon it

“There is a fower, when trampled on,
Doth still more vichly bloom,

And even to its bitterest foe
Gives forth its sweet perfume.

The rose that’s crushed and shattered,
Doth on the breeze bestow

A fairer scent, that further goes,
L'en for the erucl blow.”

THE STARTING POIXT OF
VIRTUEL.

1t is the poor man’s Sabbath which is
the source of his week day virtues. The
rich may have other sources, but take
away the Sabbath from the poor, and
you inflict a general desecration of cha-
racter upon them. Taste aud honor, and
a native love of truth, may be sufficient
guaranties for the performance ofduties
to the breaking of which there is no
temptation. But they are not enough for
the wear and exposure of ordinary life.
They make a feeble defense against such
temptations as assail and agitate the men
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who, on the rack of their energics, are
strugaling for subsistence. With them
the relative obligations hold more singly
upon the religious, and if the tie of re-
ligion, therefore, be cut assunder, the
whole of their morality will forthwith go
into unhingement. Whatever virtue there
ison the humbler levels of society,it holds
direct of the Sabbath and of the sanctu-
ary; and when these cease to be vener-
able the poor cease to be virtuous. You
take away all their worth when youtake
away the fear of God from before their
eyes; and why then should we wonder
at the result of a very general deprava-
tion among them, if before their eyes
should be held forth, on the part of their
carthly superiors, an utter fearlessness of
God?  The humbler. it ought not to be
expected, will follow the higher classes on
the ground of social virtue; for they
have other and severcr difficulties to
combat, and other temptations over
which the victory would be greatly more
arduous. But the humbler will follow the
higher on the ground of irreligion, only
they will do it in their own style, and,
erhaps, with the most daring and law-
ess spirit of those that riot in the excess-
es of newly felt liberty.—~Dr Chalmers.

8
ELECTION—SALVATION:

Effectual calling isinseparably tied to
eternal foreknowledge or eiection onone
side, and to salvation on the.other. These
two links of the chain are up in heaven
in God’s own hand ; but this middle one
is let down to earth into the hearts of his
children, and they, laying hold on it,
have sure hold on the other two, for no
power can sever them. Though the mari-
ner sees not the polar star, yet the need-
le of the compass whieh points to it, tells
him which way he sails; thus, the heart
which is touched with the loadstone of
Divine love, trembling with godly fear,.
and still looking to God by fixed believ-
ing points at the love of election, and
tells the soul that its course is toward the
heaven of eternal rest— Leighton.

Pectry.

THE INFIDEL AND HIS
DAUGHTER.

Suggested by reading a newspaper pa-
ragraph describing the scene between
the brave old Iithan Allen and bis daugh-
ter, on the eve of her death, when she

asked the stern infidel in whose faith he
wauld have her to die—his or her mo-
ther’s:

« The damps of death are coming. fost,.
My father, o’er my brow ;
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The past with all its scenes bas fled,
And I must turn me now

To that dim future which in vain
My feeble eyes disery; -

Tell me, my father in this hour,
In whose stern faith to die.

“In thine ? I've watched the scornful
smile,

And beard thy withering tone,

Whene'er the Christian’s humble hope
‘Was placed above thine own ;

P've heard thee speak of coming death
Without a shade of gloom,

And laugh at all the childish fears
That cluster round the tomb.

¢ Or is it in my mother’s faith ?
How fondly do I trace

Through many a weary year long past
That calm and saintly face !

How often do 1 call to mind,
Now she 1s 'neath the sod,

The place, the hour, in which she drew
My early thoughts to God !

% Twas then ske took this sacred book,
Aud from its burning page

Read bow its truths support the soul
In youth and failing age:

And bade me in its precepts live,
And by its precepts die,

That I wizht share a home of love
1n worlds beyond the sky.

My father, shall I look above,
Amid this gathering gloom,

To Hiin whose promises of love
Extend beyond the tomb ?

Or curse the Being who hath blessed
This chequered path of mine ¢

And promises eternal rest!
Or die, my sire, in thine ?”

The frown upon that warrior brow
Passed like a ¢loud away,
And tears coursed down the rugged
cheek
That flowed not till that day.
+ Not, not in mine,” with choking voice
The skeptic made reply—

Lessous from Heathen Lands.

April.

“ But in thy mother's holy fuith,
My daughter, may’st thou die !”

THE OLDEST HYMN.

[In Paed. Lib. iii. of Clement of Alex-
andria is given in Greek, the most anci-
ent hymn of the primitive church. Ttis
there (one hundred and fifty years after
the apostles) asserted to be of much ear-
lier origin. ~ It may have been sung by
the * beloved disciple” before he ascend-
ed to his reward.]

Shepherd of tender youth !
Guiding in love and truth,
Through the devious ways;
Christ, our triumphant King,
We come thy name to sing,
To shout thy praise.

Thou art our holy Lord!

The all-subduing Word !
Healer of strife !

Thou did’st thyself abase,

That from siu’s deep disgrace

Thou might'st save our race,
And give us life.

Thou art Wisdom’s High-priest !

Thou hast prepared the feast
Of holy love!

And in our mortal pain,

None calls on thee in vain,—

Help thou dost not disdain—
Help from above.

Ever be thus our Guide,

Our Shepherd and our Pride,
Our Staffand Song !

Jesus ! thou Christ of God !

By the perennial word,

Lead us where thou hast trod—
Make our faith strong !

So now, and till we die,
Sound we thy praises high,
And joyful sing ;
Infants, and the glad throng,
Who to thy church belong,
Uhnite and swell the song
To Christ our King.

Children’s

LESSONS FROM HEATHEN
LANDS.
A little boat was swling on its lonely
course across the deep waters of the

Corneyr.

Southern Qcean ; no island was near,
no shore to be seen ; wherever the poor
voyagers looked, still the sume wide,
wide sea, spread around, and their hearts
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felt sad and heavy. For they had been
six weeks upon those deep waters,—
their small stock of food had grown less
and less, and now a very little rice, and
a few drops of oil, were all their store,—
They divided the rice, and ate a prain at
a time, and then they dipped a little of
the husk of the cocoa-nut in oil, to mois.
ten their parched and thirsty tips. It
was the Sabbath day, and weak and
weary as they were, they raised a Sab-
bath hymn, and then they 1ead together
in God’s holy word, and prayed that
they might not die from famine on the
mighty deep.

Just then, a large fish appeared on
the top of the waves, and played some-
time around the boat;—the poor sailors
were hungry, and that fish would bave
made them one good meal at least, but it
wag the Sabbath day ; they looked at it
and at each other, and after talking to-
gether, they agreed that “ they would
not catch fish on the Lovd’s day” So
they let it swim away, and again they
prayed, “ resting in the Lord, and wait-
ing patiently for him,” and their prayer
was heard,—God led them safely across
the waters to the island of Atui, and at
length brought them back to their own
far-off’ home.

These were the South-Sea Islanders;
a very little time before, they knew noth-
ing of God's holy day, or of Him who is
Lord of the Sabbath, and now they
knew but little. or they might have
thought how dJesus himself allowed his
hungry disciples to seek and gather food
on the Sabbath, for he loved mercy bet-
ter than sacrifice. But with our better
knowledge, is our spirit as obedient 2—
The Bible says, “ Happy is the man that
feareth always, but he that hacdeneth his
heart shall fall into mischief.”—Miss. Re-
pository.

CHRIST PRECICUS.

Miss Harding, the Teacher of the La-
dies’ Society at Jerusalem, mentions the
following anecdote of a little Jewish girl
in that city, one of her scholars:

On all occasions this dear child is
fond of quietly talking with nie alone;
and onc evening, while seated beside me
on a stone on the Jaffa Plain, while her
sister and another child were playing at
a little distance, she repested to me, in

What the Child didn't want.
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a clear, sweet voice, her favourite
hymn—

“ Salvation, oh ! the joyful sound ;*
And on coming to the chorus—

“ Jesus Christ is our Redeemer ¥
she said very earnestly, and with deep
feeling, * Oh) Ma'am,’that’s sweet. Je-
sus Christ is our Redeemer, our Re-
deemer! No man can redeem his bro-
ther: no meney! no money! nothing
but only the precious blood of Christ I
In the mouth of a little Jewish girl,
these words had great force and deep in-
terest. The child had only been with
me eight months, so I had hardly known
how far she could follow the English les-
sons I had given. I was much affected
by the circumstance—~-Ch. Miss. Juv.
Instr.

WHAT THE CHILD DIDN'T
WANT.

“T don’t want ever to die ! said one
of the little boys of Old England. And
¢o say all the beathen. They all dread
death, and are all their life-time subject
to bondage through fear of death. Yet
all must die. 1WVhat then make men wil-
ling to die, and bappy in the prospect of
it ? the gosrrr. Thisreveals the know-
ledge of ourselves as sinners, of Christ as
the Savior, and of eternal life and hap-
piness through his merits. Toknow this
so as to lead to repentancn, prayer, and
faith, delivers the heart from the fear of
death, Bat these tidings can only be
proclaimed in dark and distant lands by
the labors of the missionary.

Therefore we ask you, dear friends,
who know of this blessedness, to increase
your efforts to spread the happy news
through all the earth. The fecling of
every poor idolater in the world isex-
pressed in the youthful words, * I don’t
want ever to die!” Be in earnest then,
dear youths, and since you know the
way of life, strive to bless the world by
helping on the greatcause of the world’s
salvation. This will add to your own
happiness as well as theirs. And when
death shall appear, you will not have to
say, % [ don’t want to die,” but like the
noble Apostle Paul, “ I am ready,” aud
as you fall asleep in Jesus,

« Angels that tread the airy road,

Shall bear your spirit home to God.”
—Juv. Miss. Mag.
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NEW BRUNSWICK.

Death oF ReEv.JosEP CRANDALL.
—It will be seen by our obituary list that
FaraEr CraxpaLy, who hasbeen long
in a state of great feebleness, was, on Fra-
day, the 19th ult,, taken to his rest.

He is the last one of that class of re-
markable men who have been longknown
by the Baptist body in these provincesas
«The Fathers.” With a vigorous consti-
tation and well developed T;odily frame,
he combined a powerful intellect and
great firmness of purpose.  After having
preached the gospel of Christ for upwards
of sixty vears, and cmpbatically * fulfil-
Jing his course,” he has been for some
time gradually descending the valley,and
aiving indications of bodily decay ; still
he has Leen but little diminished in men-
tal vigor, and was permitted to bear tes-
timony to the sufliciency of those truths
which he has taught io others to sustain
him in nature’s extremity.  Aletterfrom
MrJ. S. Colpittsto the Christian Visitor,
dated Feb. 11th, states that * he was just
waiting on the brink of eternity, ready
to depart at his [Teavenly Master’s call.”
He wished his brethren to know ¢ that
his scntiments were unchanged. That
which had been his THEME through life
was his HOPE as death drew nigh.”

He preached the First Sermon before
the First meeting of the Baptist Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick Association,
on June 24th, in the year 1800, and in
the year 1810, the first year in which the
Alinutes were published, he wrote the
Circular Letter to the Churches.  This
document, although brief, 1s pointed, and
well adapted to shew belicvers that no
compromise must be made with error or
disobedience.  We may probably repub-
lish it on some future occasion. Whata
glorious contrast may be drawn between
those days ard the present. He might
well have said, ‘¢ Lord now lettest thou
thy servant departin peace formine eyes
have seen thy salvation.” Whata gloricus
monumenrt has arisen to the memory of
him and his contemporaries. 1t may be
said of them as of Wren, ¢ If you would
see my monument look around.”—We
should be glad to bave had time and ma-
terials at hand for a notice more worthy
of this servant of Chyist, but must defer
it till next week, when we shall give a
more extended notice. In all probabili-
ty some of our correspondents may fur-

nish us with something more satisfactory.
— Christian Messenger.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

GREAT PROTESTANT MEETING.—-On
Friday night last, the 19th inst., accord-
ing to announcement, a meeting of Pro.
testants of all denominations was held in
the Temperance Iall in this City. A
vast assemblage filled the hall, thronged
the doors and stairs, crowded the lower
entrance, and many, unable to obtain
admission, stcod eagerly listening outside.
The platform was ozcupied by nine Min-
isters of various doncminations, and seve-
ral laymen. A greater number of 1ain-
isters would have been present but for
the shortness of the notice, occasioned by
the unavoidable postponcment of the
meeting. One individual, the Rev Mr
Cotton, to testify his zeal for Protestant-
ism, left his distant home on receiving
the notice, but could not reach the city
before Saturday morning. The Chair
was ably filled by Licut-Colonel Gray.
The meeting was all that could be desir-
erld—peaceful yet enthusiastic, temperate
yet determined. The great suljects—
the religious instruction of the young, the
resistance to Popish aggression, and the
enjoyment of our rights as subjects of the
British empire, were satisfactorily hand-
led. While the remarksofall the speak-
erswere good,the speeches of several were
animated and powerful, and were londly
applauded by the audience. TFor nearly
four hours the attention and interest ne-
ver seemed to flag, although many were
compelled to stand all that time.  Such
meetings, properly conducted, are bene-
ficial, if not indispensable, to the continu-
ed prosperity of this Island. They dis-
play the oneness of Frotestants—they
expose the deceitful policy of Rome—
they condemn the truckling of party-poli-
ticians to her ambitious schemesand they
publicly proclaim the determination of
the people tomaintain unimpaired all their
civiland religious rights.  The following
Resolutions were severally proposed an
passed unanimously :—

1. Resolved, That this meeting is
grateful to God for the unity of Protes-
tants in the fundamental articles of be-
lief.

2. Resolved, That this meeting main-
tains that the Protestant Bible has not
¢ a studied corruption of texts,” is com-
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lete, and is not worthy of reprobation
y any body of men professing faith in
Christ.

8. Resolved, That moral training from
the Bible is indispensable tothe efficien-
¢y of the Normal School.

4. Resolved, That the present state of
the Academy is not snited to the waats
of this Island, and that a College estab-
lished oa proper principles would be wel-
comed by the people.

5. Resolred, That this meeting would
hail with satisfaction a suitable reply to
the late Romich manifesto, de:.xour\:cing
our Bible in our Common Schools.

6. Reselzed, That this meeting pledges
itself to use its utmost influence toretarn
sound Protectant and Bible-loving men
at the ensweing ‘General Election.—Pro-
dector.

INDIA
THF LATE BISHOP WILSOK.

The follewing sketch of the late Bish-
op Wilson is taken f{rom the London
Record :

Daniel Wilson, who died Jan. 3d., was
apppoiated Bishop of Calcutta in 1832,
on the selection of Lord Glenelg. then
President of Contvol. Ide kad not the
advantage usually enjoyed by these cle-
vated te so responsible a see, of previous
ecclesiastical experience in subordinate
offices,uch as those of Bishop's Chaplain
or Archdeacen. Ile had been distin-
auished only as an able, laborious, and
sucecessful preacher, and as a zealousad-
vovate of Bible and Missionary Societies,
Doth on the platform and by the press.
Bishop Wilson accowmplished very much
for India by procuring additional chap-
dains, by the crection of suitable churches,
and by the advancement of a great va-
ziety of excellentsocicties. He alse dif-
Sused through the vast diocese over which
e acted as Metropolitan, a blessed spirit
of harmonions co-aperation: iz 2ll pood
works. Rut that whick distinguishes his
episcopate, and whick has conferred in-
cstimable benefits on  India, was the
striking, uncompromising, energetic, and
incessant proclamation, for a quarter of
a century,of the traths of the (Zospel, by
which he has raised the tone of religion
throughout all clesses of Christians to an
extert which few can sufficiently ap-
preciate. His labors in India were not
<onfined to oral instruction. Numerous
wolumes have issued from the press—
commentarics, volumes of sermons,
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charges, &c..—which have animated and
refreshed the whole Church of Christ.
The amouunt of bis intellectual labors in
these respeets, as well as in reading and
in correspondence, was prodigious. Dr
‘Wilson’s previous life and ministry pre-
pared him in a remarkable degree for the
special mission to which he wascalled of
iod. Hewasbornin 1778. Not being
designed, asa boy, for the Church, he
was for a few years in his father’s busi-
ness of the silk trade, in which probably
he acquived somewhat of those habits of
method, promptitude, and activity which
remained with him throagh life. Assoon
as he became alive to the concerns of lus
own soul, about the age of nineteen, he
devoted himself to the ministry of God’s
Word. He studied for college under the
Rev Joseph Pratt. He went to St
Edmund’s Hall, Oxford, in 1798. He
obtained the prize for the Bachelor's
English Tssay on “ Common Sense” in
1803. Having been ordained in 1801
as curate of the Rev Richaxd Cecil, at
Chobbam and Bisley in Survey, soon af-
terwards he became Vice Principal or
Tutor, of $t. Edmund’s {1all, and at the
same time the curacies of Tpper and
Nether Worton, near Banbury. From
thence he removed in 1812 to be minis-
ter of St. Sohw’s Chapel, Bedford-row.
lere, having ne parochial charze he be-
stowed much labor of readingand thought
upon his preparation for the pulpit, so
that a naturally powerful mind became
richly stored for the work of the minis-
try. He was surrounded by a very farge
congregation, drawn from all parts of the
{own, and comprising some of the most
able and influential menof note in the
veligious world. Of this congregation the
clder Charles Grant and his twe eminent
sons, Lerd Glenelg, and Sir Robert
Grant, were members, and by inter-
course with them his views on the great
questions of India were matared long be-
fore there was any prospect of his being
called to labor there.  Sir Robert Grant,
afterwards Governor of Bombay, met the
Bishop in India, and they resumed, on
the spot, cenferences which they oflen
held tezether in England, especially
during the great struggle in 1813, for
opening India to_missionaries. In 1824,
Mr Wikson was instituted to the family
living of St. Mary’s Islington, where he
remained till his appointment to his bish-
oprig, in March, 1832. T.'hc erection of
three large churchesin Islington atatime
when church bailding was 2 work of fac
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greater difficulty than at present, to-
gether witli the establishinent of many
useful Institutions, testify to his extraor-
dinary zeal and success as a parochial
minister. He was a widower when he
went to India. His only surviving chil-
dren are the Rev Daniel Wilson, Vicar
of Islington, and a daughter, the wife of
the Rev Joseph Bateman, who was for
some years his chaplain in India, after-
wards Vicar of Huddersfield, and now of
Foots Cray, Kent.

CANADA.

The result of the recent elections are
in many respects encouraging. Never
before, perhaps, did the religious ele-
ment enter so largely into the struggle.
The Protestants of Canada felt indignant
at the special favour shown by the late
Parliament to everything Popish. Chief-
ly on_this account many supporters of
the Government, and three members of
the Cabinet, have been defeated at the
polls. :

The Orangemen of Canada exert a
powerful influence. Phey consist chief-
ly of Protestants from Ireland, but also
include many Scotchmen, Englishmen,
and Canadians. Notwithstanding their
profession of high Protestant principles,
they lave hitherto, in many mstances,
been induced by unprincipled leaders
to combine with Romanists in supporting
the representatives of Eligh Churchism.
Their eyes, however, bave now bcen
opened, and, irrespective of political
prejudives, they have generally support-
ed the representatives of sound Protes-
tant principles.

The election of KIr George Brown,
as senior member for Toronto, is justly
considered a remarkable triumph.  Mr.
Brown has been for many years the
most active, talented advocate in Parlia-
ment, of Sabbath observance and tem-
perance reformr, and the staunchest
opponent of Popish measures. Toronto
is the seat of an English Tractarian and
a Romish Bishop, who geaeralty agree
in politics, and whose friends have gene-
rally been eiceted. Chiefly, however,
on the ground of the stand taken by him
againgtc?opery, sound Protestants of all

olitical parties have combined in placing
Ef[r. Brown at the kiead of thepoll. IHe
was also elected by a large majority for
one of the countics. Several other
counties have been carried in the same
way. This augurs weli for the future.
—News of Churches.
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ENGLAND.

The long-discussed case of Arclk-
deacon Denison has been finally dis-
posed of by a legal diffienlty. It will be
remembered that it was decided in the
Court of Arches, that the proceedings
against the Archdeacon were not valid,
having been begun more than two yeass
after the cemmittal of the alleged of-
fence. This decision was appealed a-
gainst, but has been ratified' by the Com-
niittee of Privy Council. Thus termin-
ates this apparently at one time so por-
tentous case. The Record says, that the
ecclesiastical lawyers are fully satisfied
that if the appeal had been tfried on its
werits, the judgment against the Arch-
deacon would have been upheld. It car-
not but be deeply regretted that, what-
ever the reason, the expression of such
opinions as those of the Archdeacon has
not been visited with the discipline of
the Church, especially at a time when
theRemaniaing party are exhibiting with
so much boldness, so entire a disregard
of all honesty and truth, in trampling
openly under foot the solemn professien
of faith which they have made.

Proressor Roerrs, the well known
author of the ® Eclipse of Faith,” has
becomePrincipal of Lancashire Indepen-
dent College, a post vacant by the resig-
nation of Dr Vaughan.

A special meeting of the London Mis-
sionary Scciety was held on. the ISth
ult,, ur promotien of a new proposal for
sending twenty more missionaries to In-
dia within the next two years. The pro-
posal had already elicted, said Dr. Tid-
mam, £8000. Lord Shaftesbury presided.
In the course of his speech, he asserte@
that the only priaciple to be demanded
was perfect equality for native Christians.
« They asked no more, and, By the bless.
ing of God, they wonid take no less.”™
Mr Thomas Chambers, late 31. P. P. for
Hertford, Br Baxter, B. P., Sir Culling
E. Eardley, and others, addressed the
meeting, which was well a'tended. The
contributions given for this special ob-
ject have been in large sums—one for
£500, one for £200, and fifteen for
2100, &. The resolutions pledged the
neeting toappealto Government to with-
draw its countenance from every form of
idolatry, and te withold its.sanction from
the monstrous social evils connected witl:
caste, while securing entire religious
freedom to all, so far as compatible withs
civil rights and public order.
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SCOTLAND.

Much excitement bas been awakened
in the Scottish Episcopal Chureh, by the
assertion by the Bishop of Brechen,in a
Charge to his clergy, of his belief in the
presence, soas to be objeets of adoration,
of the body and blood of Christ in the
communion eclements.  Three of the
Scotch bishops—Bishops Terrot, Ewing,
and Trower—have issued a protest
against this view. NMuch correspon-
dence has taken place among the lay
members of the Church, and it is re-
ported that a party are prepared to leave
unless the Bishop’s Charge be authori-
tatively condemned. The following isa
portion of the statement of the three
bisho}. s :—

« Whereas, the minds of many devout
Christians have been injuriously aftected
by recent statements on the subject of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,wherem
the doctrine propounded respecting the
oblation of the bread and wine, and also
respecting the reverence dae to the con-
secrated elements, and asserted to be the
doctrine of the Church of England, and
also of the Scottish Jpiscopal Church,
appears opposed to the teaching of hoth
Churches—We, the undersigned bishops
of the said Scottish Xpiscopal Church,
do hereby declare as follows:—

« 3. We hold and teach that the Body
and Blood of Christ are not so present in
the consecrated clements of Lread and
wine as to be thercin the proper object
of such supreme adoration asis due to
God alone.

%2, We consider such adoration to be
repudiated by the declaration at the end
of the English Communion Oflice; aud
we hold the reasons why kneeling at the
reception of the consecrated bread and
wine was enjoined to be the reasons
there assigned for the injunction, and no
other.”

AUSTRIA.

OreratioN orF THE CoNcCoRDAT.
— Even in Austria, in that poor
Austria which is entirely given over to
the order of the Jesuits, an opposition is
forming against the will of the Emperor.
This opposition is beginning to mamfest
itself 1n the press; the Gazette of Vienna
bas recently published articles which
have created astonishment, but which
have not been suppressed, because the
Ministry itself is, in all parts of the em-
pire, engaged in a struggle against the
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bishops, whose encroachments it can
neither enduve nor restrain.  Every-
where, the elergy, taking their stand on
the Concordat, are placing themselves
above the laws of the empire. The
journals are filled with parrations veri-
fying this assertion. Ought 1 not to
relate one or two ?  These recitals de-
pict a state of things worse than all
descriptions. A shert time  since, two
professors newly appointed 1o the Uni-
versity of Vienna, presented themselves
before the Licutenant of the Govern-
ment (Statthalter) to take the customary
oath. They guietly listened to the for-
mula which imposes on them the duty
‘of yielding obedience to the Emperor,
and to the authorities constituted in his
name, and of applying themselves faith-
fully to the instruction of youth, engag-
ing in notbing contrary to the well-being
and to the repose of the State; but at
the moment of raising the hand to swear
they declared that they would not take
their engagement unless the magistrate
would add to the formula this clause,
¢ saving the rights of our spiritual head.
These professors are priests, and you
see that they wish to be faithful to the
Lmperor ouly in subordination to the

Pope.  Citizens of Rome before every-
thing; citizens of Austria in the next

place, ift possible? What is yet more
strange is, that Statthalter, having post-
poned the administration of the oath,
that he might refer the matter to the
Minister of the Interior, received iustruc-
tions to insert in the formula of the oath
the clause desired by the priests. And
the rights of the spiritual bead ;—we
know well what that means, and what it
may signify in the future. One more
narrative: At Prague, the council of the
commune had let to a merchant a ware-
house attached to the parsonage of the
Church of St. Henry. The contract
being a civil one, the merchant requested
its renewal; but instead of Iis signed
contract, he received a written declara-
tion stating that, by virtue of the Con-
cordat, real property belonging to the
Church could not be let toa Protestant !
So the contract was annulled! Does
not this recall that glorious time when,
in France, the Huguenots could neither
buy nor sell, nor engage in any profes-
sion, whether legal ormedical ? - Belold
to what the Jesuits have reduced Aus-
tria in the widdle of the nineteenth cen-
tury I"— Christian Tames.




i TURKEY.
CoNsTANTINOPLE, Feb. 9, 1858.

What the policy of the Porte may now
be, after the death of Reschid Pasha, we
cannot tell; the present ministry pro-
fess regard for liberty, but we must be
prepared for those ebbs and flows which
invariably mark the progress of great so-
cial revolutions. And especially do we
feel that in faithfulness to our own land,
wiich has shed so much precious blood
in defence of Turkish independence, and
in truest kindness to Turkey itself, must
we jealously guard every rightand privi-
lege which the Porte has guaranteed to
its subjects of every name.

It so happens that just this day infor-
mation reached usof certain flagrant acts
of oppression in the pashalic of Erzroum,
which in all probability will bring out the
real character of the government. In
that pashalic, the province of Khanoos
has for several years been distinguished
by a remarkable spirit of inquiry into
Divine truth, aided, doubtless, by the
circumstance that there exist in that
quarter several villages inhabited by the
descendants of the ancient Paalicians,
whose name, indeed, and some of their
tenets they retain to this day, though lit-
tle trace was seen till lately of what we
would hope must have been the spirit of
‘that ancient denomination. About five
years ago, a young man named Simon,
a native of the district, was ordained to
the pastoral care of the Protestants scat-
tered among the numerous villages of the
province, and he has ever since dischar-
ged his ministry with faithfulness, ener-
ay, and, we believe, no small success.—
The acts now complained of took place
at Chevirmeh, perhaps one of the largest
villages of the district, and containing
about seventy souls connected with the
Protestant community, while smaller
numbers, trom thirtcen down fo two or
three, are to be found in the surrounding
neighbourhood.  Alarmed probably by
the spread of Protestant principles, and
by the activity of Pastor Simon, and fur-
ther incited, it is said, by instructions im-

arted in this very city, the Bishop of

rzroum and his Council have lately
begun to annoy these brethren.  Threats
were abundantly ewmployed, and not a
few were even severely beaten, “so that
several were induced through bodily fear
to return to the old Armenian church.
Towards others, who had something to
lose, other modes of persccution were
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adopted. In particular, a marriage was
prevented by force, wkich was intended
to have taken place between two parties
in all respects qualified to form that con-
nexion ; a large quantity of corn was de-
manded from the pastor without the least
shadow of right, and intimation was sent
him that unless he withdrew voluntarily
from the district, means would be used
to compel him to do so. It scems un-
questionable that here, as in so many
previous cases, there has been 2 guilty
combination of the Turkish civil magis-
trate with the Armenian ecclesiastics for
crushing the progress of the truth; and
is is also obvious enough that these par-
ties are venturing upon measures which
they would not have attempted two
years ago, when Mr Brant was British
Consul in that quarter. We believe
the present consul is dispased to protect
the rights and_liberties of all, and espe-
cially of the Protestants, whom Protes-
tant’ Britain may well consider her
special charge, and we hope that in time
he may establish for himself an influence
which he may wield for good, and such
influence must be moral and personal to
be really effective. But in the mean-
time, it is obvious that recourse must be
had to the supreme government for re-
dress, as our consul is unable, for we
cannot believe he is unwilling to afford
protection to the persecuted.—News of
Churches.

SARDINIA.

The Sardinian Parliament is becom-
ing more resolute every day in its deter-
mination to cow and abate clerical domi-
nancy in public affairs.  From an
inquiry into the conduct of the clergy at
the late elections—itself deemed an ex-
treme measure—the stride was something
to wonder at, which demanded the ex-
pulsion of priests from the Chamber of
Deputies.  The proposition _took the
foriz of a motion that Signor Marongiu,
a canonico, be expelled, and the doctrine
broadly and boldly laid down was that
holy orders and a seat in the Legislature
were incompatible. By a vote of cighty
to sixty, the canonico was removed.
Three other canous bave seats, but a
similar proceeding must be taken in
their case.

It is manifest, on the face of recent
proceedings in Turin, that the Catholic
Church is daily losing round in Pied-
mont.—Scottisk Press.



PERSIA.
NESTORIAN MISSION.
A Communion Season.

The following extract is from a letter
of Mr. Rhea, of the American Board of
Missions :—

«In the month of May we had an in-
teresting conununion season with our
little flock here. M. Cochran was
with us, from Orcomiah. There were
eleven persons who entered into a solemn
covenant to be the Lords, and then
united, as doubtless, they never did
before, in commemorating the death
of our Lord. This was a strange
scene to be witnessed in  these wiid
Koordish mountains, but one of solemn
and affecting interest. We love to think
of this little company as the church of
Koordistan ; the leaven which, by God’s
grace, is to leaven the whole lump; the
mustard seed which is to become a great
tree, under whose chade bhuondveds cf
these poor deluded Christians, and fana-
tical Koords, and hardened, unbelieving
Jews, are to repose in peace and love.
t The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard ghall lie down with the
kid Of the little company who united
with us in the delightful ordinance, five
were helpers, three of whom were from
Tkhoma, and two from this village. The
others were of this place, except one
from the neighbouring village af' Zirka-
nis. His name is Joseph, and we have
hoped for a yearor two,that he was
truly a child of grace. I remember
when he was one of the most bigoted in
his devotion to the old customs, and
when he sat up until midnight arguing
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and bye bears of gospel light found their
way to his darkened mind. His errors
fled apace, his old hopes all gave way,
and we trust, he came out, a living dis-
ciple into the liberty wherewith Christ
makes his people free.  Xshoo, the
father of Gewergis, now a grey-headed
old man, but witha heart young and
warm for Christ, stood up and teok upon
him the vows of God. There, too, was
the lad of fifteen, who, we bope, was
borne from our little school into the
school of Christ. Though a swall com-
pany, all classes were represented.
There was father and son, husband and
wife, old man and youth, preacher and
servant. There were others who, we
hope, are worthy to name the name of
Christ, and we trust that at no distant
day they wili unite with us. This, per-
haps the first communion ever celebrated
in simple Christian style in the Koordish
mountains, I kave no doubt has made 2
good impression for the truth.”

Mr. Perkins writes :-— .

“The work of printng the Old Tes-
tament with references, is going rapidly
forward. We have advanced to First
Samuel. The volume will consist of
about one thousand pages. A little
more than three hundred are printed,
and we proceed as the rate of about one
hundred per month. The Persian agent
for the Nestorians here is entirely quiet
at present, and we et with no ¢ let or
hindrance’ in our w. .  Whether he
wiil bestir himself aga. . when we come
to open our schools for the winter re-
mains to be seen. At present, the gos-
pel is proclaimed Lere with unobstructed

strenuously in their defeuce. But by freedom.”

Fditorial,
THE TEMPERANCE QUISTION AND THE LEGISLATURE.

Our readers before this will have been aware that the Maine Liquor Law
has been strangled for the present, and that by the ITon. James Wm. John-
ston. We believe that the friends of Temperance were prepared for this re-
sult, but we question if they were prepared to receive the blow from the
quarter from which it has come. That James Wm. Johnston, the man above
all our public men, who has been forward in this cause—the man who has
¢o often and so prominently stood forth in the Temperance organizations of
the Province—vho had introduced the first stringent law on the subject,
should now be the man to burke the measure is what we believe few could
have expected. We were convinced even at the time, when many of our
Temperance friends would have reckoned it downright heresy to the cause,
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to have hinted such a suspicion, that Mr Johnston was making the Maine
Liquor Law a stalking horse to power, and that Temperance men were being
made stepping stones for his elevation to place and power; but we confess
that we were scarcely prepared for such an open exhibition of inconsistency
and such a total disregard of past professions and pledges. We had known
him eager, at the time of the last election, to have men returned on the
Maine Law Ticket, but only on the Conservative side, and we had scens him
in the Session of 1856 throw up the leadership of the cause in the Assembly,
when he had got all the aid that he had expected to get from it, and we re-
garded the fair promises by which he succeeded in deluding many Temper-
ance men, that of he were only tn power, he would then carry the measure,
as a mere attempt to hoodwink the simple ; yet we did expect him to attempt
to preserve some show of consistency, and we did not expect that he would
have thrown off the mask in a manner expressive of such utter contempt for
those whom he had so long deluded. We cannot help remarking, that it in-
dicates a very low state of public sentiment, when a public man of his stand-
ing, can thus disregard all the claims of principle and consistency, without
shame and without fear of consequences.

Our object however at present is to discuss the question, with the view of
discovering past errors, and our duty for the future. Now we think the first
error was in the view, which most Temperance men took of the state of their
cause at the commencement of the present House. Having obtained a good
majority in favor of the principle of the Bil, at the first Session of the Le-
gislature, they were sanguine enough to imagine, that they had succeeded
not only in converting the country to total abstinence principles, but that the
majority of the Assembly were actually convinced of the wisdom and practi-
cability of the measure. Than this there could be no greater mistake. Per-
haps it would not be going too far to say, that the 16, who in the present
Session recorded their names for the'Bill, represented the actual strength of
the advocates of Prohibition in the Ifvuse. IIow then came there such a ma-
jority for the Bill? If Temperance men have been blinded on the subject,
there is scarcely a man on either side of the ITouse who is not aware that
the majorities of 1855 and 1856 were obtained by a number of mewmbers,
some of them as thorough friends of drinking, as the Ilouse contains, voting
for it, in the hopes of embarrassing the Government of the day. 1Men voted
for it in the afternoon, and went home to spend their evenings over their
whiskey or champagne. It was ridiculous in Temperance men to glorify
themselves on the friendship of such men, and to rest their cause upon their
support, ¢ Non tali auxilio, nec defensoribus istis tempus eyet.” The expec-
tations which they formed were entively too sanguine, and the disappoint-
ment they have met with is only what might have been expected.. Unless
we can enlighten the country sufficiently, so as to prepare them to receive
and carry out such a Bill, and unless we can get a majority of the Legisia-
ture, who honestly think such a measure for the interest of the Provinee, it
is useless to look to any mere political combination for success.

In this connexion we cannot help saying, that the friends of Temperance
have injured their cause by the position, which they have taken in reference
to the late Government. The fact was that the two parties were playing a
game for place and power, and the Maine Liquor Law was the football to be
kicked between them, and the one party deserved about as much credit as
the other. If the one party were justified in making the Bill a stalking
horse to power, the other were equally justified on every principle of self-de-
fence, in defeating the project. They had pledged themselves that if a ma-
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Jority of the House réally were in favor of the
fair trial. And so they would, but when they saw the nature:of the combi-
nation in its favor, and that it was a mere piece of political trickery to em-
barrass them, we do not wonder that they felt themselves Justified in defeat-
ing it. The fact is that the two parties were in some respects on a par in’
this question. There were leading men on both sides opposed to the mea-
sure, and there were leading men on both sides friendly to it. The last di-
vision exhibits the curious fact of exactly the same number from each side
in favor of the Bill. One of the most respectable members of the late Ad-
ministration (Mr Creelman) was defeated principally through the exertions
of the rumsellers, and the same class of worthies have boas?ed of returning
the present Solicitor General. The present Government have done nothing
more for the cause of Prohibition than the last, and from their advent tg
power gave the clearest indications that they did not intend to. One of the
first acts of the head of the Government, when firmly seated in power, was
to propose the drawback on officers’ wines, and now they have to & man
openly voted against the measure. And yet the Abstainer, the organ of the
Sons of Temperance, has continued to howl about the late Government, un-
til it has come to be regarded in many quarters, as a supporter of the pre-
sent Government as rcally as the Catholic or the Colonisi. We need not
say that this course has tended much to the injury of the cause, by cooling
down many friends among the supporters of the late Government, and ex-
citing the opposition of others, while all that has been gained is the contempt
of Mr Johnston, who laughs in his sleeve at the men whom he has so sue- -
cessfully gulled. "We are not by any means defending all that the late Go- -
vernment have done. But we say let the two be treated impartially, ‘and
not enc condemned while another as bad, or worse, is commended.

measure they would give it a

We cannot help another remark, though we fear some Temperance men
will count it downright heresy. We caunot agree to the doctrine, which was
promulgated so freely at the last election, but is now not so openly avowed,
viz.: that in voting, the Temperance question should be held paramount to
every other. 'We believe that through this view, Temperance men were
one means of defeating Mr Howe, and if so, they have to some extent to
answer for the present state of things, by which our whole public interests ,
have been placed at the mercy of the Romish Archbishop.

But what is the duty of Temperance men now?  We think we may sum
it up in the words of the great Repealer: “ Agitate, agitate, agitate.”  The
public mind yet requives to be enlightened on the whole Temperance ques- -
tion. This may seem extraordinary after all the labor and money that has:
been spent in the cause. Yet the fact is undoubted. There are indeed
many dist.icts and settlements thatare thoroughly enlightened on the subject,
but there is searcely a county of the Province in which there are not -dis- -
tricts, in which the drinking customs are as prevalent as ever.  There are
some counties in which the Total Abstinence cause can searcely be said to
have obtained a footing at all.  What may be called the Catholic counties
are in primeval darkress on the subject, and some  countics, professedly Pro-
testant, are liitle better. A great work, then, has yet to be done, and we
confess that we are hopeless of any Prohibitive Law for the whole Provinee,
which will sceure its objects, for some years to come.  It's in this view that
we think it wiser to-seck, in the meantime, a Bill which will give the inhab- -
itants of any polling section the power,. by their votes, of expelling the nui-
sance. Such a measure might be obtained ere long. Its justice would
commend-itself to the good sensc of many, who view thé Bill for the whole
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Province as an impracticability. And we are persuaded that the measure
would be productive of good results. It would enable those districts in
which the FTemperance cause has gained the ascendancy to carry out the

rinciple of prohibition in their borders more effectually than they can mnow
{;o. And the example of its benefieial results would be operative upon other
sections, and ultimately prepare the way for the success of the measure
throughout the length and breadth of the land.

We would just add the further remark that the friends of Total Abstinence
should not be discouraged by what has happened. They were too much
clated in the beginning of 1856, as if their work was done; and now they
seem ready to be as much cast down, as if the case were hopeless. Both
feelings ave wrong. ‘The battle was much farther from being won than the
friends of Temperance imagined. The enemy had entrenched himself far
more strongly than they had supposed, and there was far more work to do
than they conceived. Nor is there any canse for discouragement. It is
well that we should know the strength of the foe, with whom we have to
deal,—no evil of such long standing can be rooted out in a short time,—no
great moral triumph has ever been achieved without long continued and
persevering exertions ; and though such defections as Mr. Johnston’s are
disheartening, we may remember that it has ever been that the best of causes
has bhad its Judas, or its Benedict Arnold ; and remembering the inspired
injunction, “ Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no help,” we should go ferward looking to the blessing of him,
without whose approval the best of human efforts cannot be permanently
successful-

DEATF AND DUMB SCHOOL.

A our request Mr J. S. Hutton, the head-teacher of the School for the
Deaf and Dumb, recently opened in Halifax, has farnished for our present
number, a most interesting article on the whole subject of Deaf-mute instruc-
tion, to which we ask the carnest attention of our readers generally, and of
the ministers of our Church in particular.

We recently spent some time in the School, and experienced great gratifi-
cation in marking the attention and progress of the pupils. Two or three of
the more advanced can carry on a written conversation on any subject with
which they are familiar, but the large proportion are yet far from this stage
of advancement, and can reach it only by enjoying constant tuition for a con-
siderable time. It i> matter for fervent gratitude that now within our own
Province this afflicted class can have their condition so much improved and
receive the knowledge of God and of salvation through his Son.

Here then is an institution which should receive a cordial sapport from
cvery county and village, if not from every religious congregation in the Pro-
vince. To our own Chureh, as being ever ready to contribute to religious
efforts of a public and unsectarian character, we look with confidence for a
pretty general response to the Circularof the Managers. If “ beginning at
Jerusalem” be regarded as an indication that our missionary zeal should find
its first sphere of exercise in the fields of destitution which are most contigu-
ous, why should we neglect our Deaf-mute brethren? How can we rest sa-
tisfied while they remain in darkness when the light is shining, and may be
cenveyed in illuminating beams into their hearts?

Now there are {2 things whicl we think may be done and oveHT to be
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done without delay. TFirst a small contribution might be raised in almost
every one of our Churches in behalf of the object, as being at once humane
and evangelistic in its character; and secondly, ministers or other persons
who are willing to be useful might visit parents who have children, afflicted
with congenital deafness.. and urge upon them THE SACRED DUTY of send-
ing them to the place of instruction. IFf they cannot do this, if the expendi-
ture would be beyond their means, then let two or three congregations, or a
village or settlement, as the case may be, request that their contributions be
applied wholly or partially to the support of such pupil or pupils.  In con-
clusion, let the example of our blessed Saviour and the tenderness which he
showed to this class, whom he not only healed but taught by signiticant signs
(Mark vii. 32-34), be remembered as a stimulus to duty. Towards such an
object, givirg will be twice blessed—first to the denor and rext to the reci-
pient,—but « it is more blessed to give than to receive.”

THE « CHRISTIAN MESSENGER” AND MISSIONS TO
ROMANISTS.

Ix remarking upon the Protestant Alliance in our last, we spoke of the
proposal to engage in missionary operations to Romanists.  We said: « We
see that it is farther proposed that the Alliance, if properly sustained, shall
attempt some missionary movement after the example of similar efforts in
Ireland and Canada, to give divine truth and the gospel of Jesus Christ to
one or more of the races which, in this province, blindly obey the Papal
priesthood. It is high time that such ¢ mission was instituted. We rather
incline to the idea that it will be more cftectually carried out by Churches
through their own ecclesiastical judicatories. The Baptists and Free Church
have had the subject before them and have had committees on Popery for
several years,” &e.  The editor of the (Tristian Messenger quotes the last
sentence, and, while searcely finding charity enough in his heart to believe
that we did not make * a wilful misstatement,” says, that “ as far as Baptists
are concerned, we belteve there is no truth in the above extract.” Now,any
man possessed of his rational facultics will pereeive that “ the subject” spoken
of is a mission to Romanists, and in mentioning the attention given to the
matter by our Baptist brethren, we only meant to do them honor. But it
seems to have given high offence.  Why 7 we are at a loss to explain, unless
by reference to certain political combinations formed under the authority of
Axchbishop Walsh, in which he feels interested. We would have thought
that the members of any christian body would have counted it to their honor
that they were among the first to establish such a mission. But whether
honorable or otherwise, the Baptists cannot be relieved from the charge. It
is indeed strange that we should have to instruct the editqr of the Baptist
organ in the missions of his own body, but we can assure him asa fact that
they have a mission conducted by Mr Chute to Paplsts of Acad.xan Frenqh
extraction, and the movement regularly referred to in the proceedings of their
Association. In the columns of the Aessenger there have been boasts of
their having suck a mission. And yet now the Editor informs his readers,
that he believes there is no truth in the statement that they have had the
subject under consideration. Whether they have “a commttee on Popery”
is a matter of less consequence. Iaving a mission to Papists, we supposed
{hat it was managed in the usual manner by a Committee.
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DieD, At the Head of Hillsborough, on Monday, the 1st February, Mr THoaAS
Dougras, senior, in the 77th year of his age. The deceased was a man of re-
markable integrity and gennine piety. Ile had been a member of the Presbyterian
Church, in full communion, for about fifty-one years, and discharged the duties of
an Elder in the congregation of St. Peter’s for about thirty-four years. His con-
versation in_his later years was caleulated to remind us of the Psalmist’s declaration
— The Righteous shall flourish like the palm tree ; they shall grow like the cedar
in Lebanon ; they shall still bring torth fruit in old age.” He was highly respected
by his brethren in the church, as a very consistent and exemplary member; and
by his brethren in the eldership as a most faithful. and useful oftice-bearer. The
interests of Christ’s kingdom were very near his heart, and bis ceaseless prayer was
that God would establish and make his Church a praise on the earth. His efforts
for the prosperity of the church were not confined to prayersand plans of vseful-
ness, but he was ever ready. as far as his means afforded, to contribute of his sub-
stance to support every usefel scheme that was adopted by the Synod. His sym-
pathies, prayers and contributions were especially drawn forth on the Synod’s Mis-
sion to the South Sea Islands. Being a modest man, he was generally reluctant to
speak of his religions experignee. but he had recently disclosed his mind very un-
reservedly to his pastor anda few of his friends, to whom he gave a very rational
and scriptural account of the way.in which he was led to the humble assurance that
he was one of Christ’s flock. He has left behind him 11 children and 31 grand-
children, to mourn the loss of one that was ever anxious for their spiritual, as well
as their temporal welfare, and who did what was in his power to have them all
trained up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; and who, as far as can be
judged by external appearances, was in the matter unusually successful. His
funeral, which was one of the largest ever seen at St. Peter's, took place on the
3d day of February. The Rev Henry Crawford preached on the occasion, from
Hebrews ii, 4—* He being dead yet speaketh,” from which be showed, 1st, that
every man when dead speaketh, or that every man’s influence is felt after death
2nd, some of the solemn truths which we may suppose the righteons dead to speak.
By his death the church has lost a most warm-hearied and public-spirited friend,—
the session of St. Peter’s a most active office-bearer,—the community of Hillsborough
a highly respected member, and her little Sabbath School an indefatigable superin-
tendent.—Ch. Protector.

Dirp, At Saint Peter's Lake, on the 9th day of February, James McEweN,
senior, in the 79th year of his age, leaving a wife, 11 children, 46 grand-children
and 7 great grand-children, to mourn their loss. The deveased had been for
many years a highly respectable clder of the Presbyterian Church of St. Peter's,
He was a very intelligent and public-spirited member of society, as well as a very
usefn] and conscientious member and office-bearer in the church.  He was distin-
auished for bis integrity, consisteney and firmness. In his Christian experience
we have a beauntiful example of what may be done by the pious school-teacher.
His first and perhaps his deepest religions impressions were received while attend-
ing day schooi. He was brought to a sense of his ruined condition and danger by
neans of a pious teacher, who, when he was young, taught in his neighbourhood.
Thbis teacher was in the habit of imparting religious instruction to his pupils every
Saturday evening, when he was particular to point out the evil of sin.  On such
occasipus, Mr. MeEwen said that deep and abiding impressions were made upon
his mind —such as led hin, when he began to attend the House of God, to listen to
the Gospel with far greater interest than he otherwise wonld have done; and he
ever esteemed the instruction of that pious teacher as a very importan' part of the
weans by which he was brought to entertain hope of saivation. It is exceedingly
strange that, with such examples as this before our eyes, any that have the welfare
of their fellow-creatures at heart can doubt the propriety of baving Bible instruc-
tions given in our day schools, or can vote to exclud: that most precious book, in
the best translation, when the most experienced teachers have given it as their
opinion that it might be taught with the happiest effect to those who desire it,
while no aitempt whatever is made to those that do not wish it.—1did, ' ’
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Foreign Missions.
LATER INTELLIGENCE FROM
THE NEW HEBRIDES.

Since the issue of our last numbenr, let-
ters have been received both from Me
(eddic and Mr Inglis, bringing intelli-
gence up_to the 19th October. Cur
veaders will be happy to learn that the
Mission fumilies on Anciteum were well
and their wor’ still progressing. Mr and
Mrs Gordon were then on a visit to
Apeitenum. We give the latest of Mr
Geddie’s letters, also one from Mr Gor-
don.

2ev. J. Bagne, See. B. F M. P. C.N.S
Axerreem, Oct. 10, 1857,

Dear Broruer,—I{ send you this
fetter of fragments, which you may re-
card as an appendix to wy letter to the
Board, which it accompanies.

‘About the ** John Knex.” Ierorigi-
nal cost in Scotland we do not know.—
"The expense incurred in bringing her
from Glasgow to Sydney, and from the
latter place to this island, has been con-
siderable. And sinice her arrival here
we have by the advice of nautical men
incurred some additional expense in fit-
tine her out. e have purchased for
her an anchor and chain cable, additional
sails, &e. To save the necessity of pur-
chasing at the enormous prices which we
are compelled to give in this part of the

world Mr Anderson is making out a small
order for Scotland forsuch tﬁings as may
e required in time to come.  VWhen this
order is exceuted, if no accident befalls
the vessel, the expense of keeping her
will be trifling for some years. I may
add that Mr Inglis keeps the aceount of
the vessel, which ke will forward annu-
ally to the Treasurer of the Mission Com-
wittee of his Church. To save trouble
AMr Inglis and I are of opinion that the
Treasurer of the Mission Committee in.
Scotland should act as the Agent of the
vessel, and that all money collected for
her support should be deposited in bis
bands.  As Mr Inglis bas drawn on him
for past expenditure would you please
on the receipt of this, to forward any mo-
ney collected for the schooner to him.—
We understand that the two Churches to
which the vessel belongs contribute in
cqqual proportion for hersupport. Ifthe
Sabbath School children of our Church
were to form themselves into missionary
Societies or make annual collections itis
probable that they would raise the sum
neeessary for the support of the ¢ John
Knox.”

It is our intention to send home our
childven Elizabeth Kier and John Wil-
liams by the return of the  John Willi-
ams” She will leave here year after
next and is expected to arrive in Eng-
land about May 1860. We wish them, af-
ter arriving in'England, to proceed with-
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out delay to Nova Scotia, and itis pro-
bable that their sister Lucretia, who is
now at Walthamstow, may join them. As
you are now sending other missionarics
to the field, it is our desire to relieve you
as much as possible of expense on ac-
count of our children.  As we have no
friends in England to whom we can send
our children, you would oblige us if you
could make any arrangements about their
removal to Nova Scetia, anid please to let
us know what can be done for them in
this way. In future letters, [ may be
able to give you more definite informa-
tion about the probable tune of their ar-
rival in England. As reganls our daugh-
ter Charlotte she is an mvaluable help to
ber mother, and 1¢lieves her of so many
cares that she now gives her almost un-
divided attention to the natives. I see
from letters that Charlo:te’s return to
Aneiteum is not approved of by friends
at home.  We certainly would not bave
sent for her bad not the lady who super-
intends the Walthamstow Institution
written us an alarming letter about the
state of her health. We felt that we
must goto her or that she must come to
us—we chose the latter. It appears that
she was delicate for a considerable time,
but her health was quite established be-
fore she left Ingland and she is now
strong and robust.  But I think we have
no occasion to regret sending for her.
Though every attention has been paud
te her intellectual and religious improve-
ment she still requires to know much
which can only be taught under a parents
roof. Itis acause of thankfulness to us
that our daughter appears to have im-
proved her advantages and she has
brought with her the highest testimonials.
We have not made up our minds as to
her future course. We never intended
-that her stay on these islands should be
permanent. We thought that after spend-
ing a few years on Aneiteum we could
rocure for her a situation of usefulness
an some of the neighbouring colonies. But
as we intend to send her sisters and bro-
ther to Nova Scotia itisquite possible
ithat she may go thereand take charge of
them. She has an education that will
make her useful anywhere.

I am sorry to mention that my business
transactions with the London Missionary
-Society, have been most unsatisfactory.
Orders which Thave sent home have been
neglected or forgotten, which has sub-
_jected us toinconvenience which persons
in our circumstanees can only know, and
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reduced. us to the necessity of making
purchases in Syduey and from sandel
traders atextravagant prices. My case
is not singular for missionaries of the So-
ciety who have not friends in England to
do business for them make the same com-
plaint. There appears to be some defect
in the business department of the So-
ciety. In all other respects the ofticers of
the Society have treated ns much as it we
belonged to themselves, and have enti-
tled themselves to our esteem and grati-
tude. After the receipt of this letter I
wish you to transmit annually to the
Rev Dr Ross, Sydney, the sum of £50
sterling, through the London Missionary
Socicty, and the remainder of my salary
to the Treasurer of the Mission Com-
mittee of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Scotland. MrInglishaskindly
consented to send my orders along witly
his own and to 1equest his agent to an-
swer them. Mr Gordon, I believe, has
made arrangements with Mrs Gordon’s
relations to execute his ordersand other
missionaries may be able to make ar-
rangements  which will save them from
the inconvenience to which 1 have been
subjected, so that what I now write only
refers to my own case.

I received from Mr Gordon a pertfolio
which he says you instructed him to pur-
chase for me and for which I beg to re-
turn my thanks. Ie also gave wme out of’
Mission supplies purchased by him in
England 8 preces calico, 8 doz. handker-
chiefy, 1 doz. shirts, 2 axes, 2 spades, 2
shovels without handles, 2 hoes, 1} doz.
hinges and about 101b. nails. 1 have ta-
ken some of the hardware for my own
use which I have replaced by three do-
zen of shirts. These articles I will keep
for the teachers and their wives. I have
made up for Mr Gordona quantity of
the home made cloth which last came
from Nova Scotia.

1 had almost forgotten to mention that
Mr Creagh of Mare intends to visit Eng-
land. He will probably return to these
istands again. During his absence Mr
Jones will be alone.

I remain, dear brother,
ever yours, &c.,
J. GEDDIE.

Rev James Bayne.
AxrrTrusm October 15th, 1857.
My Drar BrorHER,—Isend you a
brief letter in addition to those I have
already written as 1 bave a few items of
information to communicate.
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Mr and Mrs Gordon are at this island
at present on a visit.  They camein the
« John Knox” and are both well. We
saw so little of them when the “ John
Williams” was here that we were anxi-
ous ‘or a visit from them. They have
come at a very seasonable time as our
communion takes place next Sabbath.
Mr Gordon accompanied me last week
in visiting some of my out-stations.

Abrabam, one of the teachers from

Tana, is hereat present. We sent the
# John Knox” last week to bring some
Tanese who wished to visit this island,
aund he accompanied them. The infor-
mation he brings is both encouraging and
otherwise. The teachers are all well,
but their house at Port Resolution has
been burnt. It was the work of an in-
cendiary. There has been mueh sick-
ness in Tana of late, and many deaths,
and the teachers are blamed by the hea-
then as the cause of it. It is supposed
to be oneof them who did the deed. The
people at Jarge disapproved of the house-
burning, and sympathize with the teach-
ers about it. The teachers inform us
that at Port Resclution there are severaf
warm friends of the cause who wish to
be taught the word God, and that even
the heathen, when sickness does not pre-
vail, are kind to them, but as sooun as an
epidemic breaks our, they are angry and
tell the teachers to leave the island, but
our teachers are nor afraid of the Tanese
injuring them. The teachers on the
south side of the island get on well and
the natives treat them with great kind-
ness. A very sad affair took place on
Tana afew weeks ago. A chief of influ-
ence from a distant place and a party of
his young men visited Port Resolution.
He saw the teachers and was so pleased
with what he heard from them that he
begaed one of them to go to his land.—
. .
The teachers told him that they would
make known his request to us.  After
the chief’s retarn to his own district sick-
ness broke out, and the people, because
he was favourable to christianity, which
they supposed to be the cause of the
sickness, killed him and the young men
who had been with him at Port Resolu-
tion. What an affecting instance of
cruel superstition.

The teacher also informs us that Mr
Inglis and I were in danger during our
late visit to Tana. We travelled the
road between the tv o stations, which are
distant from each other about 14 miles.
The Anciteum teachers have the privi-
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lege of walking this voad unmolested,
and we felt ourselves safe with them.—
‘The people in the various villages through
which we passed gave usa cordial wel-
gome.  But some of the inland tribes,
heasing of our journey, vame down from
the high lands to kill us, but we had
passed before they could intercept us.—
Qur friends on Tana advise us in time
to come to make our visits by water and
not by land. i

Do not be discouraged about what 1
have written concerning Tana.  The
cause has many and warm friends there.
A spark has, we hope, been enkindled
on that island, which the waters of oppo-
sition cannot quench,  The gospel must
and will tiiumph there. Besides sick-
ness, the island s suffering from famine
and wara the present time. God often-
times prepar < the way for great mercies
by His judgments. It may be so in the
present ease. 1 cannot help believing
that the titme 1o favor this lovely but de-
graded island draws nigh.

The wission boat purchased by MrIn-
alis and myselt for visiting the neighbor-
ing islands, has been sold. She is not
needed now, as we have the “John
Xnox”” She cost £40 sterling. Ten
poun‘ls of this sum was a donation from
friends in Sydney, the remainder was
paid by Mr Inglis and myself.and charged
to our respective Charches in equal pro-
portion. The boat has been sold for £34
sterling, which we have paid into the
fund for the support of the « John Knox.”

I remain, dear brother,
Yours, very sincerely,
Joux GEDDIE.

AREITEUM, Oct. 6th, 1857,
Rev. AxD Dear Sig—

As [ am now on Aneiteum, and
have an opportunity to send you a few
fines by way of Sydney, 1 hasten to ful-
fil an unfulfilled letler promise without
further procrastination.

In the first pi:ce you will be anxious
to know why I am vow on Aneiteum,
which T will briefly explain. A few days
ago the brethren, Messrs. Geddie and
Inglis, sent me the “ John Knox” for vi-
siting out-stations on Irromanga ; but
previous to her arrival, 1 had visited the
wmost important districts of the island in
company with Mana, the faithful Erro-
mangan, and from information thus ob-
tained, found it unnecessary to use the
vessel at present, in any further visiting.
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The brethren of Aneiteum also sent Mrs
Gordon and myself an invitation to visit
them on Aneiteum, when most conveni-
ent, to which invitation we felt we conld
now best respond, and we are' therefore
in the good providence of God at present
on Anciteum.

A brief extract from my Journal will
furnish you with some desivable informa-
tion about the present state of Erro-
manga.

Sept. 23rd.—Left Dillon’s Bay in a
boat going round the island, and landed
at Bunkil, from whence we procceded
through the high land settlements to the
eastward of the island. The place was
pointed out to me where twu men from
a wrecked boat were kifled and caten by
the natives who stood around us when we
landed. They howeverseemed friendly
to us, although, I am sorry to state, that
the teacher whom T sent here twolmonths
ago has met with little encouragement
from them, having bad to build hishouse
without any assistance. JMr Gill finds
christians here, and perhaps I may too
some day, but at present none bat hea-
then are to be found Leaving Bunkil
we pursued our way to the summit of a
mountain with a large plin of excellent
land, which we found inhabited; and
Tana and the beautiful inland mountains
and lowlands of Erromanga appeared all
spread out before us in panoramic view.
We conversed with several companies of
natives by the way, some of whom, espe-
cially the women, scemed greatly terrifi-
ed by our sudden and unexpected en-
trance info their villages, and ran to the
woods, but the voice of Mana quieted
their-agitated minds, and by a few pre-
sents and singing a few verses in their
own langnage we gained their confidence
—so that they listened to our message ;
and when we left, some of them lifted up
their voices with their bands, exclaiming
as long as we could hear them *“ Kik-a-
pow,” good will to you. The firearms of
foreigners have terrified them. Some of
them having heard, as I suppose, that I
had some medical knowledge, brought
sick children to me. 1 was much asto-
nished to find some of their houses so
large and well built, especially those
made by chiefs for the entertainment of
their subjects on special occasions, which
mnay be termed Erromangan hotels, al-
though to the weary traveller they are
not as the Three Taverns were to Paul.
I measured one of these houses, and
found it 70 feet long, 25 feet broad, and
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27 feet high. As far as I know, there
arc no natives in Polynesia who make
such large houscs as the Erromangans.
As the sun went down, we descended
the mountains of Noras, where by the ri-
ver side I slept in a little unoccupied
house, built on the top of a little rock,
up which we climbed by a native ladder.
1 was offered better lodgings by a sandal
wood trader, bot rather chose to remain
with the natives, that they might learn I
had confidence in them—so far—that I
would remain all night with them un-
armed. On the following day the grave
of a native, who had been killed by fo-
reigners was pointed out tome. Ifound
but two ov three natives about the river,
which circumstance cannot be enquired
into without too painfal results to dwell
much upon. Suflice it tostate, that they
have come in conflict with foreignersand
have suftered most in the conflict.”

Roras, which is not far from Cook’s
Bay, is a very interesting part of Xrro-
manga—it is a healthy place—has a good
population—is well watered, and has a
eood boat harbour into whiclh small ves-
sels may go;—and 1 have very little
doubt, that the next missionary who may
come to Erromanga will choose it before
any other part of the island for a Mission
station : meanwhile I am alout sending
a Roratongan teacher to it. I am now
building a summer bouse at Dillon’s
Bay, about 1500 feet above the level of
the sea, and hope to get into it before the
sickly season overtakes us. I contem-
plated building it of stone at one time,
but as the carthquakes shake the rocks,
sometimes, down the mountains of Erro-
manga, 1 have only built a few feet of
stone, and am now rummaging Mr Ged-
die’s premises for scantling, and hope
soon to get near Mr Inglis’, but he is too
much out of the way for my object at
present and Mr Geddie must patiently
submit to a little more plucking. Mrs
Geddie is telling him to keep things cut
of my way.

In relation to the cause of God on Er-
romanga, I can only state, that the pros-
pects of success at presentare not bright-
er than Messrs. Turner’s and Nisbet'’s
were on Tana a few months before they
had to leave. 1Ye now wait a few days
on Anecitcum for the ordinance of the
Lord's Supper, and then, God willing,
we return to the field, which absorbs
much of our thoughts. We enjoy the
company of the breibren here very
muv{;. To know them must be followed
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by love to them. They will give vou ae-
neral news.  With much love ta Mg P.
and other friends of Jesus with you,
Believe me,
Lver yours in the Lord,
G. N. Goxrpox.
Rev G. Patterson.

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE
FOURTH VOYAGE OF THE
“JOHN WILLIAMS.”

To the Australian Colonies and to Mission
Stations i Icastern and Western
Polynesia—1856-7—

BY GEORGE N GORDON., MISSIONARY
TO WESTERN POLYNESIA.

( Continued.)

On the 8th of February we siehted
the Three Kings, small islands to the
north of New Zealand, and on the 12th
erossed the mevidian of Greenwich, and
being at the antipodes our barque began
¢o look komewards, and we felt some sa-
tisfaction to know that we could not get
much further from Britain in sailing over
the mighty deep.  In W.lonz. we were
soon called to the exercise of patience,
by having to contend with head winds
for nearly three weeks, during which
time we made but little progress on our
vovage, for striving to get onward and
forward in the right direction, like the
soul contending with opposing elements,
bhound to the desived haven, we had to
beat, beat every inch of the way against
wind and tides, and consequently had
much reason frequently to enquire, if
we were making any headway ; and sub-
sequently, a dead calm stole upon us,
which hindered us more in our prozress
than all the contrary clements with which
we had to coutend, for our barque then
rolled lazilv on the ocean, and, natwich-
stauding all our efforts to propel her for-
ward, she flapped her wings and most
stubbornly refused to move forward.—
Ah me ? thought I, mnay there not be also
something worse to contend with in the
spiritual voyage than oppesing powers,
agninst which so many complain?  Af
ter some wearisome bours our eyes were
at length on the Sth of March grected
with a pleasant view of Raivavai, one of
these Polyuesian isles, which iu the wide
expanse of the ovean, is like an eases of
the desert, on which the mariner, like
the weary traveller, delights to fix Iis
eyes, and desires to place his wandering
feet. Raivavai is one of the Austral Is-
inads, on which native teachers from Ta-
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hiti bave laboureq with some success for
thirty vears. The population of this
group has decreased rapidly, which is es-
pecially the case where no European
missionaries reside among the natives
after they come in ¢ atact with foreign-
ers. The Loundon Missionary Society
has no Buropean missionaries on this or
the Marquesian group, which is of much
greater importance than the former ; but
the Tahitian missionaries have sent na-
tive teachers to each of these groups—
The Sandwich Island missionaries have
been directing their attention for several
vears to the Marquesas, where their
agents are now labouring with somne en-
couraging success in converting the de-
based cannibals of this group, in which
work-—strange to state—tkey are op-
posed by the agents of Rome, whoin the
name of France and the Pope, are al-
ready hindering the gospel very much
in these seas.  While I was in Britaia
T heard remarkable statements made, re-
lative ta & great work of relormation
wrought among the savages of this group
by the instramentality of an Amencan
saidor who pot cast away among them,
and married the daughterof a chief, who
of late accompanied her husband to Ame-
rica for the purpose ol ebtaining assist-
ance in the geod work, which was too
readily granted to them. XNow, if the
friends of Missions in America who sup-
ported this villain, had taken the trouble
to communicate with the missionaries at
1lonoluls on the subject of this runagate’s
self-imposed mission, they would have
saved themselves the troub:e of exhibit-
ing him and bis wife at public meetings,
and the burning shame which they must
have felt when they subsequently ob-
tained a true kncwledge ot his character
from $an Francisco. On the 11th we
sighted the peninsula of Tahiti, where
Capt. Wallis first landed when he dis-
covered the island, and carly on the fol-
lowing morning our darque sailed round
the island to the harbour—a distance of
forty miles. We had a plezsant view of
the island as we sailed round to Papeite,
while every eye was intently fixed on
the surpassingly arand scene opening up
hefore us, which elicited vemarks of won-
der and admiration from all the passen-
gers, especially those who for the first
time beheld this magnificent gallery in
God's temple, in swhich everything utter-
cth his praise. It is quite impossible for
those who have not visited Polynesia ta

i awee p Y
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esque landscape of this truly beauntiful is-
land. We bave not here the romantic
mountains of South Africa with their
bald heads—but a country clothed with
arich garment of imperishable tints and
bues, from its fertile banks which em-
brace the ocean to the summit of the lof-
tiest mountains, some of which Iift their
majestic heads far into the clouds, which
frequently rest upon them, and, while
the thunder peals over them, the tra-
veller is reminded of Sinai in all its
hallowed and awful associations. DMount
Orahena is 10,895 feet high, and beauti-
ful in the extreme, presenting from its
base to its summit, on the north-west
side, the appearance of a curiously
wrought piece of workmanship richly
embellished ; and brutish must be the
soul which could contemplate such a
scene on the wide expanse of the ocean,
while sailing by it, without entertaining
some of the feelings of' Moses when he
said, “ I pray Thee, let me go over and
see the good land that is beyond Jordan,
that goodly mountain and Lebanon."—
Tahit: belongs to the mountainous class
of istands of the Pacific, which are, in
general, more splendid than the hilly or
Jow Coraline islands. The immense
heights of these islands present every
variety of shape, and interesting form of
pyramid and spire, and their beauty,
grandeur and sublimity are so blended
and contrasted as to awaken some of the
most delightful feelings of the soul. Fhe
landscape is so adorned with hill and
vale, lawn and woodland, gentle stream
and dashing cascade, that it cannot be
iuch surpassed in beauty, even in the
fairest portions of the globe. Tabiti is
the country by whose murmuringstreams,
spreading banyans, noble mountains and
corzeously ornamented amphitheatres
Plato and his compeers would have de-
lighted to revel.  The banyan bas 2 pe-
culiar mode of extending itself by drop-
ping down sprigs from itslower branches
to the ground, in which they soon take
root, and grow up as if they were inde-
pendent,of the parent trunk, till they
saddenly unite with it, forming one huge
tree. 1 measured onc of these trees, of
a recent growth, and found it 27 feet in
circumference. It is one of the few spe-
cies of trees which annually easts off its
foliage in the tropics. Vegetation ad-
vances so rapidly in these islands, that a
few days before this tree casts off'its old
raiment the new is found prepared n
neat folds ready to take its place, anlas
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if impatient for an opportunity to praise
the Creator, it suddenly drivesaway the
old and exhibits itself in all its freshness
and beauty. There are two entrances
to the barbour of Papeite through the
coral reef which forms a half-circular
breakwater, which with its white foam
marks the boundary of the harbour and
adds to the beauty of the place. But ¥
must not dwell further on the physical
aspect of this paradisian isle, but endea-
vour to describe some of its moral fea-
tures.

Tahiti was discovered in 1767, the Po-
pish missionaries from Peru landed on it
in 1774, and, leaving the heathen a
wooden cross, they quit the island in less
than a jear, for the field was then tco
difficult to be worked by wooden crosses,
and the Protestant missionaries by the
“ Duft” landed in 1796, the results of
whose labours and those of their succes-
sors are well known to all. A little be-
fore the arrival of the misstonaries the
island was visited by a dreadful ecarth-
quake, which produced great fear on the
minds of many of the natives; after
which, the “Duaff” came into the har-
bour, and when the natives went on
board they were not a little astonished
at the manners and habits of the new-
comers, especially in the worship of Je-
hovalh, who was to them at that time
“the unknown God.” These men said
they, one to another, must be the ser-
vantsof the great God about whom the
Pitcairn Jslanders informed wus, as the
men who teach all nations the knowledee
of the true God, and their God has sent
the earthquake before them to shake our
island.  They at that time received the
missionaries with some degree of fear,
which, however, as subsequent events
proved, bad but little hallowed influcnce
on their hearts,—and to this day they
call the “ Duff” tarapu—ecarthquake.—
A somewhat similar circumstance is re-
lated as having taken place in connesion
with the introduction of the gospel into
the Figi Islands about twenty years ago,
by a fearful thunder storm which pro-
duced great terror on the minds of seve.
ral natives, which influenced them to
spare the native tcachers and receive
them as the servants of Jehovah, when
they were preparing to have their bo-
dies served up at a feast. From the
early statistics of this Mission, it appears
that the London Missionary Society sent
to this field about 70 missionaries in the
brief space of two or three years, 33 of
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whom however omy landed on Tahiti,
on account of the capture of the ** Duafl”
on her second voyace.  Some of the ex-
cellent friends of Missions, at this time
obviously mistook the nature of the mis-
sionary work, and several who embarked
in it their proper calling, and they were
consequently left to learn by painful ex-
perience many sad lessons, the records
of which are now profitable to us. The
« model settlement” system turned out to
be a complete failure, especially at the
Tonga Islands, where ten wechanics
were left, several of whom suffered no-
bly in the cause of Christ il they had
to quit the place. Some of those who
fled from Tahiti to New South Wales,
after trials multiplied upon them, suffer-
ed more an the passage and during the
first years of their residence in the Colo-
ny, where one of their nnmber at Para-
matta was cruelly murdered, than those
who remained in the Mission field till
their number was reduced to two.  Some
of the faithful few who left Lahiti re-
turned from the Colony to Imeo, where
#he first fruit of the Mission, after twelve
years of toil, was reaped in the conver-
gion of King Pomare. Mr Nott was one
of those fuithful missionavies, who subse-
quently translated much of the Bible
into the language of the the Malayo-Po-
Iynesians—a great amd glorious work,
for which bis name sheuld be held in
lasting remembrance.

Mr Brown, in his ¢ listory of Mis-
sions,” justly observes in relation to the
South Sca Missions, “ When man spake
as if he would carry all before bim, hitle
svas effected—when he found he could
accomplish nothing. mueh was done.”

It is now thirteen years since the
French landed on Tahiti, and after a
desperate strugale with the Tabitians,
in which they lost more men than the
latter, they obtained the victory, chiefly,
however, through the treachery of a
bribed native, who led the enemy
to the successful capture of one
of their natural strongholds.  They next
triedd to take IHuahene, one of the Socie-
ty Islands, where there are not 2000 of
these simple natives, but were repulsed
with considerable loss, and the Huahe-
neans are still independent of the French
yoke, which the better class of Tahitians
feel to be very galling.  As soon as the
Treach assumed the reins of govern-
ment they divided Tabiti into small dis-
tricts, over the congregations of which
they placed teachers,chosen in the man-
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ner in which schoolmasters are general-
ly chosen in other countries. Thus by
one act the civil government took the
entire control over all the congregations
of the island, and by stringent laws pro-
hibiting any religious teacher to teach
or preach out of his cireumseribed sphere,
or to exercise discipline in accordance
with the word of God in his Church, the
government easily and suceessfully got
the few consciertious and faithfal mis-
sionaries rooted out of their congrega-
tions, and two or three native pastors,
whe were willing to suffer banishment
rather than the unscriptural rule of the
civil power in the house of God, for
which they are now in exile. A day of
trial thus came suddenly for the trying
of the missionaries and their converté,
and some have becn tried and found
faithful, while others have been found
shamefully wanting. Some of the fo-
reign missionaries have saerificed their
principles in relation to Christ’s head-
ship over his Church, and have become
the friends of the enemies of God, while
others who seemed not far from the
kingdom of heaven have turned from
the holy commandmerts delivered unto
them.  Mr Darling (a Presbyterian),
who is still in connexion with the Lon-
don Misstonary Society, is the only mis-
sionary who has now the pastorate of a
congregation in Tahiti, and he has much
reason to wmourn bitterly on account of
his error in making any truce with
Rome, for the Papists are now making
more converts in his congregation than
in any other part of the island—590 hav-
ing of late been baptized by them. It
is obvious that missionaries, as well as
ministers who labour as pastors in chris-
tian countrics, too frequently mistake
their calling.  To buy, sell and get gain
secms to be the natural calling of some.
Who would believe it ?—there are mis-
stonaries in Polynesia who have cleared
£1000 by trading! The ordinance of
God in relation to the support of the he-
ralds of the cross is thus disregarded:
* Even so hath the Lord ordained, that
they who preach the gospel shonld live
of the wospel.” Romish missionaries,
well skilled in trading from the begin-
ning, have now entered Tabili, who
know haw to throw a little dast into the
eyes of government officials and the
faithful in Valparaiso,and to turn prince-
ly donatons—given to help poor mis-
sionarics—into that which has drawn
some out of the way., and ¢ nierend fham

.



184

through with many sorrows;” and the
opportanities which Mr Simpson and
such runagates have now for making
money are few and by no means lucra-
tive. Some good missionaries with large
familics, incrcasing wants, and but small
salaries, have strong temptations to
transgress in this matter. But I must
now turn from this painful theme, on
which I feel, like the excellent Bernard
when writing on the same subject, as if
I could write every word with a tear
and every sentence with a sigh, for I
cannot write of one of these unfaithful
men, whe has of late gone to give an ac-
count of souls to that God to whom eve-
ry evangelist and pastor has yet to give
a great account of souls.

We remained four days at Tahiti, and
were much pleased to witness the high
esteem and deep affection which the
small party of faithful natives manifested
towards Mr Howe on his return to them,
as they pressed around him as children
to a parent beloved. Mr Howe and I
had a walk through the town of Papicte,
in which there are a few good buildings
which are much obscured by the trees
which overshadew them, and were hin-
dered in our progress by men, women
and children pressing forward to get
hold of Mr Howe’s hand to give him a
hearty welcome. On our return we saw
Queen Pomare in company with French
oticers and her native retinue going on
board of a steamer for Raiatea.  She en-
tered the boat before we got to the wharf,
and when she saw Mr Ifowe she bowed
her head sorrowfully, and seemed to wish
for a place to weep. She has much rea-
son to weep and all her people with her,
for they are now trodden down by stran-
gers who devour their country in their
presence and lay waste tacir pleasant in-
gtitutions. \When they contrast its pre-
sent meral aspect with its past hopeful
state, as it appeared 20 years ago, they
say, * Tahiti was then a garden—it is
now a wilderness.” Some of the foreign
merchants are now leaving, and seem to
feel that a curse is resting on the place.
It is quite impossible to obtain a correct
idea of the working out of the Papacy—
that great antichristian system, asit was,
ang as it is—by observing its operations
in countries where the civil government
is not its mean servile in giving effect to
its mandates. The heralds of the wood-
en cross have tried again and again, cast
and west, to subdue the Polynesians un-
der the dominion of Antichrist; and
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wherever they have not succeeded in
obtaining this carnal weapon—the civil
government, which is the rod of their
power—their failures have been sighal,
especially where the Polynesians main-
tain the Scriptures and their independ-
ence. They tried Tahiti twice without
this power, and signally failed, and in
New Culedonia the same ; and in Samoa
especially all the diligent efforts of the
priests seem to be almost useless for the
advancement of their cause—without
this special aid.  The Romish Bishop of
Tahiti maintains, through this servant,
not only an influence over the districts
of the island, but also the supervision of
the press—that dreaded encmy of Rome
which is only safe when tethered with a
Papal chain. Mr Howe’s printer, a
short time ago, printed for some of the
merchants public notices, without Mr
IHowe’s knowledge, for which Mr Howe
was called to account, and, when he
proved his innocency, he was dismissed
—being warned that if snch a use of his
press was made again he would be held
answerable for the erime. It wasa hap-
py circumstance for the Rev Mr Geikie,
that he resided under a government
free from the control of the Papacy,
when he dared to answer the * Pastoral
Letter” of an Archbishop of the Roman
See in Nova Scotia.  Mr Howe mercly
answered a small tract of a Bishop of a
little island, for which the Bishop sought
to have him signally punished, although
he had legal authority from the former
Governor and Council to do so. The
Bishop will no doubt see to it thatall fu-
ture Governors use theiv power more in
accordance with that liberty by which
Rome wmakes her prisoners free while
they drag their chaing after them. Iis
Lordship, in company with one of the
runagate missionaries, wko still calls him-
self a Protestant minister, examined the
public schools a few days betore our ar-
rival, and gave the prizes to the Roman
Catholic children, at which some of the
parents rose and said, they must petition
the Governor to allow French Protes-
tant missionaries to reside among them,
that justice might be done to their child-
ren; and they drew up a petition for this
end, which was headed by the Queen’s
signature. The missionanes favour this
movement, but I cannot see that any
permauent good can result from it un-
der the present government. Mr Hovwe,
like Paul in Rome, now dwells in his
own (hired) house receiving all who



1858.

come to him, for he is not permitted to
preach in the fine Mission Chureh which
1s just at his doer.  There is this differ-
ence however,—that servant of the Lord
in modern Rome seems to have less li-
berty than the servant of ihe Lord in an-
cient Rowe. I visited the Sabbath
School of Papiete, and attended to the
native service held in the Chureh, on
their Sabbath, which has been changed
from the first to the second day of the
week, more to suit the authority of
Rome in opposition to the Missions, than
the European time by West long., and
found only 20 children assembled—
where in times past nearly 100 met to
receive religious instruction.  The con-
aregation, Mr Howe says, is only but a
wreck of what itonce was, It was truly
affecting to see Mr Ilowe sitting in his
pew—not daring to enter into his vacant
pulpit—while a native teacher was ad-
dressing the congregation.  There seeims
t0 be but one obstacle in the way of the
triwmph of Popery in Takiti,viz., the pre-
sence of Mr [uwe. If he were out of
the way, they would have but little op-
position fiom any other party. Of the
Church of this place it may be said, as
of Sardis, “ Thou hast a few names even
in Sardis which bave not defiled their
earments.”  On the evening of the 16th
we had an intercsting and profitable
favewell meeting at Mr Howe's house, at
which the American Consul and some
other pions foreigners were present, and
on the follawing day we satled for the
Society Islands, leaving thelittle roman-
tic island of Pinco to the left.  As the
distance (rom Tahiti to these islands is
only about 100 miles, and the trade
wind favoured us, we bad a quick and
pleasant passage to them-—in the good
providence of God. We remained in
this group a week—spending the time
at ITuahine, and Reiatea—the scene of
the'Rev Mr Williams’ early labours.—
The population of any one of these is-
lands does unot exceed 2000, although
they are all capable of sustaining a much
larger population than has been ever
known to exist upon them, for every foot
of land, from their fruitful vallies to the
suminit of their highest mountains, seems
to be bke a rich well-watered garden—
blessed abundantly as Josepl’s land—
«for the precions things brought forth
by the sun; and the precious things put
forth by the woon, and for the chict
things of the ancient mountains, and for
the precious things of the lasting hills,
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and for the precious things of the earth
and the fulness thereof.”  The Rev Mr
Chisholm of Raiatea, as also Rev C.
Barfl' of ITuahine, received us kindly.—
Murs Gordon, myself, and Mr Chisholm,
to whom we are indebted for several of-
fices of christian afiection, set oft one af-
ternoon to ascend ore of the mountains
of Raiatea, and after wending our way
through dense fovests of fruit trees, which
perfumed the atmosphiere with their
pleasant fragrance, we arrived at the top
of one of them—from which we obtained
the most magnificent view of the hilly
and submarine landscape of these islands,
with which I have yet been favoured.—
e stood on a pinnacle of the mountain
on the side by which we descended
about 1000 feet from the base, from
which we had a very fine sight of Raia-
tea from cast to west, with its beautiful
atoll reet and splendid lagoon, and Ta-
haa and Borabora in all their romantic
grandear and attracting beauty. The
atoll veef of this island, like that of Tahi-
ti, rises above the waves—enclosing a la-
coon of smooth water into which there is
a fine harbour opening.  Within the la-
aoons or lakes the depth of water varies
from one to two hundred feet; but be-
yond the outer wall the water is very
deep. These lagoon enclosing reefs are
numerous in the Pacifie, and they ap-
pear very beautiful when viewed froma
ship’s masthead or the top of a mountain
at a short distance. The white beachof
this island, surrounded by a symmetrical
oval space of shallow water of a bright
green colour, enclosed by a ring of glit-
tering veef as white as hoar frost, gives
a very fine contrast with the deep blue
waters outside, and the long ocean swell
which the south-east trade suddenly
dashes against this ocean barrier in a
continuous ridge of blue water, which
curling over the reef falls in an unbro-
ken cataract of dazzling white foam.—
The submarine landscape of the trans-
parent lagoons is highly picturesque,
being diversified by unrivalled colours
of vivid greens, browns, vellows, pur-
ples, red and blue.  Some of the coral
which grows on the bottom of the lagoons
is as beautiful as bunches of red and
white roses. Living corals are never
fourd building upon living corals. The
houses of the living race have for their
foundation the graves of the past race,
and swccessive generations
« With simplest skill and toil unweariable,
No moment and no wovement unimproved,
Taid line on line, on terrace,terrace spread.”’
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The tower of Babel, the pyramids of
Egypt, the wall of China, the English
docks, and all the mighty «works of the
most famous architects of the proud
children of men, come far short of the
doings of these little architects of the
Creator—the coral workers, which are
employed right and day in myriads
erecting walls of protection round the
Polynesian gems of the Creator which
bespangle the Pacific. The breakers of
this great ocean exceed in violence those
of temperate regions, and a barrier of
granite or quartz would not resist their
destructive power so successfully as the
formidable structures erected against
them by the least of God's creatures; for
these organic forces of polypi of the
lowest class of Radiata, myriads of which
find room to work in the space of a mus-
tard sced, scparate the atoms of lime
from the feaming breakers and unite
them into symmetrical structures which
mock the power of every raging wave.
We found the atmosphere so cooling and
reviving on the mountain, and the pros-
pect all round us so pleasant, that we felt
inclined to tarry long in this upper re-
gion, but the shadows of the evening re-
minded us of approaching night, and we
somewhat reluctantly began to descend
the mountain on the steep side near to
the village, which appeared just at our
feet, and by making some skillful use of
the long grass and shrubbery for lower-
ing ropes, we soon found ourselves at
the base of the mountain again reunited
with our friends. Mr C. was in scarch
of his goats, which are in danger of
losing their hides for drums when dan-
cing parties of keatken come from Tahiti
and the necighbouring islands, and ob-
tained tangible evidence that some of
them had lost their lives for the benefit
of drummers.

The Society Islands have long enjoy-
ed the preaching of the gospel and the
word of God in their own tongue, and as
they are near to Tahiti their inhabitants
have much intercourse with the Tahiti-
ans, from whom they caunnot be distin-
guished by any personal appearance or
dialectic distinction of language. Capt.
Cook visited Huabine and Raratea seve-
ral times while thick darkness spread its
mantle of death over them, and was
much pleased with the flattering recep-
tion wnich the natives gave him on his
last visit to them, with the exception of
that given by some whom he terms
“ old hags,” to whose embraces he had
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involuntarily to submit. On these occa-
sions they lavished npon him abundance
of tears and kisses ; which things sbould
not be vatued too highly, for it is obvi-
ous from the past history of these island-
ers, that any voyager who would treat
them kindly and give them presents—
though he were never to name the name
of Chuvist among them—would have no
reason to complain of a want of such
things or of more substantial evidznces
of their friendship. I Capt. Cook had
been a chrishan missionary—seeking to
open up Polynesia for the diffusion of
the gospel, he could have written more
interesting reports of his labours than
some missionaries who have subsequent-
ly laboured in the Puacific—though he
were not the means of converting one
soul. The Roman Catholic missionarics
state, in relation to the nativesof Wallis
Islands, who once received Protestant
teachers, ¢ All the old chiefs came to
kiss our hands and offer us cocoa-root in
sign of friendship.” While we tarried
at Raiatea we had several opportunities
of meeting with Mr Chisholm’s congre-
gation, to whom on one occasion I gave
an address which Mr C. interpreted.—
The congregation was large, orderly,
and apparently attentive to the word of
God which they had in their hands: and
they frequently referred to their Bibles
during the sermon, of which they took
notes, as the most attentive heavers of
the sospel are in the habit of doing in
Tabiti. The males, for the most part,
dress with a shirt and a loose garment
which they wear as an” apron or bread
girdle, and the females dress in flowing
garments suitable for their climate.  We
visited the Rev John Williams’ old resi-
dence, and saw the pulpit in which he
preached and some of his other handy
works. The ecivil wars, which greatly
disturbed the Churches on these islands
two or three years ago, have subsided,
and peace seems now to maintain her
blissful influence over them all, with the
exception of Borabora, where an out-
break is apprehended as the resutt of the
present unsettled state of the natives of
this island, since their pastor has left for
England. It is just to state, that their
wars are now much lesssanguinary than
they were in the days when heathienism
was predominant, though they now use
European weapons of warfare.

The system of government in general
in Polynesia issomething like the feudal-
ism of the dark ages in some parts of Eu-
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rope ; and hence the rival interests of
parties come in collision, and war is too
frequently the result, even where the
natives all call themselves by the name
of the Prince of Peace: but many of
them arve christians—falsely so called.—
The Huaheineans, a few years ago, gal-
lantly defended their country against a
French invasion, after which a civil war
broke out amonyg themselves, and one
party then invited the French to come
and help them agaiust their neighbours,
but the French rejected theirinvitation,
although it has been stated that the
French were the occasion of this war,
which does not appear to be correct.—
A great change for the worse, no doubt,
has been effected in the morals of the
Tahitians in general, since the French
have removed some of the restrictions
of hated Puritanism in relation to hea-
then dances, and such like things, which
may have some evil influence on the
Churches of the neighbouring islands,
yet, as there is wuch reason to believe
that the Tihitian Mission was much in-
jured by trading missionaries before the
TFrench landed on that island—the
French should not be made scapegoats,
The French Government isnow secking
to reform the natives by suppressing the
heathen dances, which it found to be the
prolific source of destructive abomina-
tions, *and now permits only a modified
style of dancing in fashion with Euro-
pean_society to take place on Sablath
evenings and some other particular oc-
casions.

We left the Rev J. Barfl'and family
at Raiatea, who are to scttle at Tahaa,
and sailed for the Hervey Islandson the
25th, where we arrived on the 31st.—
The H rvey Islands are seven in num-
ber, and lie from 500 to 600 miles west
of Tabiti. The whole group contained
at one time, it is supposed, a population
of about 14,000, It is now much less.—
Mangaia was the first of these islands at
which we called. Iarly on the morning
of the 81st, ere the sun arose, our eyes
were greeted with a pleasant view of
this island, which presents a lower ap-
pearance than any of the Tolynesian is-
lands which I have yet seen. It belongs
to the hilly class of islands, and bas a
barrier reef like the other islands of this
group, which runs parallel to the coast,
(which has no harbour,) and embracing
the island preserves it safely from the
destructive power of the proud waves
which ever and anon break their hoary
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heads against it.  As these islands have
no asylum for vessels the “ John Wil-
liaws” does not east her anchor here,
and the Captain consequently has much
difficulty in landing the missionaries’
stores i unpropitious seasons,  Several
canoes started to meet us, as soon as the
flag of our welcome barque was spied in
the distant horizon, in one of which were
the Rev Messie. Geo.and W. W. Gill,
who gave us a most cordial reception,
and we weve quickly taken over the reef
by the naiives, who stood in the water
on the reef, and as soon as the canoes
cawe near seized them and dragged
them over amid the joyful acclamations
and shouts of the multitude, who scemed
much pleased at the return of the Mis-
sion ship.  Some of the sailors who were
in the vessel to England are natives of
Mangaia, and were received by their
friends in their nsual way of manifesting
affection on such oceasions—by rubbing
of noses together. T'o touch the hand of
a friend or stranger with the nose seems
to denote an expression of much 1espect
and affection.  Our English sailors
thought that this mode of salutation ac-
counted for the phenomenon of the flat
nose which these islanders exhibit.—
When we got to the Mission premises,
which exhibit some fine buildings and
are very tastefully arranged, we were
happy to find the Mission fumiliesin the
enjoyment of health and many comforts.
To the Mission families on some of thesa
isolated islands, where they live as if ba-
nished from the world, the return of the
Mission ship is a circumstance which
sometimes produces tears of joy. If the
« John Williaws” were scld.and no other
vessel provided to take her place, I fear
the Mission stations on several islands
would be speedily broken up. On the
3rd of April, Mr George Gill having
kindly providedMrs Gordonand me with
horses to go over the island to a Mission
station on the opposite side, we set off for
it in company with Mr W. W. Gill, and
in the kmnd providence of God bhad a
pleasant and profitable tour. Meanwhile
the natives took up Charlotte Geddie
upon their shoulders in Mrs Gill'scarry-
ing chair, and amid the shouts and tu-
multuous naise of those who followed us,
ran off with her, and we saw no more of
her till we got to the opposite side of the
istand, where we found her at the Mis-
sion premises in the midst of a large as-
sembly of natives who were very kind to
ber, and seemed much pleased with their
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prize. We found a fine large Church,
Mission house and school rooms at this
place—all vacant for want of a mission-
ary. Mr W. W. Gill occupied these
premises till a week ago, when he had to
remove to the other side of the island to
oceupy Mr George Gill's Mission premi-
ses, who is going to Rarotonga to take
Mr Buzacott’s charge, who, after a long
and valuable service in the Mission field,
has to remove to Sydney on account of
ill health. One of the principal men of
this district urged me very much to re-
main and occupy the vacant Mission pre-
mises, and seizing me by the arwm, when
he found the power of his eloqueuce in-
suflicient to constrain me to recmain, he
seemed determined not to let me go; and
turning towards Mrs Gordon he besought
her by all the terrors of the:cannibals of
the New llebrides, to use her influence
with me, that I might be turned from
my purpose in going thither. But when
she said she was willing to share my fate,
whatever that mizht be, in seeking to
preach Chuist to those wicked heathen,
he seemed much disappointed and said,
“IWe have many heathen here yet though
we have the Bible” As this island is
not tmountainous it is easily traversed,
especially where roads have Leen form-
ed and the little vivers bridged by the
natives, who reflect much honour on
themselves by some of their public works.
This island presents some strange pheno-
mena to the traveller, especially those of
its beautiful vallies, and inner wall of
defence against inundations.  This wall,
-which completely surrounds the island,
is about 100 feet high and 300 yards
broad, and some parts of its inner and
outer side are as perpendicular as the
wall of a house. There are cavernsin
it, in which a man may travel a quarter
of a mile by holding a light in his hand.
I had not the means with mo for exa-
mining it chemically ; but had evidence
to believe that it contains much carbo-
nate of lime and iron, on which the oxy-
gen of the atmosphere acts powerfully.
It has a deep chasm, into which, in the
days of heathenism, the victorious party
in war threw their captives mercilessly.
We passed through some fine fields of
taro in some of the vallevs, which are
preserved frem inundation by this wall.
A field of taro has the appearance of a
flourishing field of turmips; and new
crops are produced by cutting off the
top and placing it in the ground again.
The lower end of it, consequently, is flat
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like the bottom of a cup. It is very fa-
rinaceous, and is one of the best roots
which God has ever given to man.. The
pinc apple grows similarly. The bread-
fruit is about 8 inches in diameter, and
when it is cut through the middle two
nice white cakes appearkneaded in pans
—all ready for the oven. It is not as
good as bread, but is not a bad substitute
for it. ‘The cocoa-nul constitutes a rich
portion of the excellent provision which
the beneficent Creator has made for man,
when he fitted up this world as a tent for
him to dwell in. The new cocoa nuts
are to be obtained at all scasons, and but
few of them contain less than a pint cach
of refreshing water, which is much supe-
rior to the bestlemonade.  They call the
old groves of cocoa-nuts heathen, and the
new groves christian, trees. ‘The natives
very kindly treated us with cocoa-nut
water as we passed through their settle-
ments. I told some of them that our
blessed religion was like a cocoa-nut, the
hard heart must be broken by the bam-
mer of the word before we can taste the
refreshing water or eat the white food ;—
repentance is the rough part of it, for
which the foolish and unbelieving reject
it. I showed thcm how a young man,
ignorant of cocoa-nuts, whom I knew in
America, despised them when be saw
them carried about the streets, till one
day he saw one broken and tasted it—
afier which he no longer despised the
cocoa-nut. Mr Gill says they are much
interested by such simple itlustrations of
the truth. On Sabbath marning the
ringing of the bell at 5 o’clock announced
the hour for the prayer-mecting, at 9 for
the Sabbath School, and at 11 for the
public services of the sanctuary. The
prayer-meeting was large and interest-
ing; and there were about 500 children
present at the Sabbath School, who sang
the praises of the Lamb of God sweetly
and melodiously, and each class left the
School following its respective teacher
infine order. Mr George Gill preached
his farewell sermen to a congregation of
abous 2000 from the words, * Finally
brethren farewell,” &e., atthe announce-
ment of which tears stole silently down
some of their cheeks. I preached to
them in the evening—DMr Gill interpret-
ing—from this text, * The Lord’s fire is
in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.”
Isaia told them about the wonders he saw
in Britain and added seriously, * All this
is true.”
( To be continued.)
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LETTERS FROM MRS. GEDDIE,

BeLre Vug, Nov. 17, 1857,
Rev. DEArR BROTHER,—

Soon after the receipt of our last
Jetters from Mrs Geddie you will re.
member 1 sent extracts to the Presbyie-
rian TVitmess and not to '(he Llegister,
because 1 was anxious to stir up friends
to write by Mr and Mm‘ MalhesoP and
vou had no issue that suited the time.—
1f vou are not pressed wi.th watter more
than ordinarily interesting I think it
would vet be well to give your readers
who do not see the Witness a perusal of
those extracts. There are yet portions
of her correspondence \vhxci_l, though
written for the eye onl‘\" of personal
friends, I am sure many will read w!(h
as much interest as if they h:'ul been in-
tended for publication, and for that rea-
son I send them, anxious lhat_ olln?rs
should share with us in the gratification

‘hich they afford.
“i"Acddres:Zing Mrs Waddell, after ad-
verting to what “{ould Im\'\e been t}xe
prospects of her children had Ihg family
not gone abroad, she says—¢ Of. course
they will enjoy better advantages in Eng-
land, but the trial of parting with them
would need some superior advantage to
mitigate it. You, my dear sister, do not
know what it is to be separated from
vour children. You have never felt ir.
Your dear children have bren all spared
to you. It is not so with me. Do you
think that I forget the beloved little ones
whose ashes lic together in my native
land? Oh no! Often, very often, do
1 think of them, and of that dreary win-
ter, the last I spent among my early
friends, when my two Jovely litde ones
were snatchad from my embrace. Do
vou know my feelings have changed ve-
ry moch since then. DPrevious to_the
death of dear Janey and Mary Soplia, 1
never thought that my children would
die; butsince, I always feel as if they
might be removed from me. Ido.not
love my children less, but I do not ido-
lise them as I used to do. 1 do not e
pine I hope, but I cannot help thinking
of my trials in regard to my dear child-
ren. Two of them are not; aad the
others have to be sent away from all
they love best at a tender age, and find
a home among strangers. Yet do not
think I am complaining of my lot; for,
were the choice given me to remain as I
am, or return to my fnends.and native
land, I should certainly remain, for Ido
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love this land and this people. 1 foel this
my kome and 1 could never think of
leaving our people bere, while health
and streagth are given me to labour for
them.  {lave them and they love me and

would do any thing in their power jor
me.”

Mrs Geddie remarks that she knows
she gives a different aceount from what
we are often aceustomed to receive of
the capacity to improve among heathen
nations. To Mrs Waddell she Says—-
“ When I write to you, your worthy hus-
band, or indeed to any other person, you
must know 1 write what I think and not
what ather people think. 1 believe that
our natives are grateful and that you can
be as kind as vou wish to them—and
love them and they will love you. Others
may think differently and pronounce
them deceitful, &c., but I write my own
impressions. I have been so much with
the natives and have made myself so fa-
miliar with them, and treated them so
mueh like friends and children, that I
thivk I know as much of native charac-
ter as any one who has Leen
them. T have encouraged our by
girls to look upon me as a mothe
confide in and hide nothing from me,
and most of them do so. 1 have never
feared their failing in respect to me by
treating them thus. Indeed I could not
treat them otherwise.  Of course I fecl
more attached to those who have lived
with us than to others, and after they
leave T wish them still to come to me
and feel that I am interested in them
and theirs. It is my great desire to see
them sincere Christians and an example
‘o others of every thing that is @ood.—
Those of them who are now living in
other villages often write to me, and
their letters are always very affection-
ate.”

among
oys and
rand to

After this month we shall laok for the
“Jobm Wiliams.” Dear Charlotte’s
roow is all ready for her. Qur boys have
made a nice bedstead, sofa and table for
it, and the girls have made curtains, sofa
cushion, bed-cover, &c., and I can assure
you it looks very nice. We have collect-
cd the keepsakes she brought from home
and such as were presented to her in
Halifax and United States, as well as a
basket given her by the Saiors of the
Whaler which took us from the Sand-
wicih Islands to Samoa—and altogether
her room is nicely furnished—and the
boys and givls are very anxious to have
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her come. ‘The nativesare all delighted
at the idea of her coming.

Elizabeth and John are very healthy.
Since we left our old house Elizabeth
has not had fever and ague. They both
have a good colour, which is not com-
mon iu these climates. Elizabeth is very
much like what Janey was, with black
hair and eyes. Jobhn is like Lucy.  IHis
eyves are brown and his hair is light.—
They hoth speak this language most
fluently, and in speaking Jnglish they
use the native idioms, besides employing
a great many native words  Ioften feel
at a loss myself for a word, aund I know
I'spell very incorrectly in writing, using
our native sounds, for instance, ¢ for e
and ¢ for a and ¢ for ¢, &c. I write na-
tive every day and English only occasi-
onally.

I'imagine Mrs Gordon is an English
lady. Is it because there is little mis-
sionary spirit among our young ladies at
howe ? 1 was in hopes that Mrs Gordon
would be a countrywoman. Still I am
prepared to love her come whence she
will.  Jt little matters if' she is a Chris-
tian. Were Mrs Inglis my own sister
we could not get on more harmoniously
than we do—and I have many dear
friends among the ladies at Samoa. No
matter where we come from we are all
sisters out here. We are all engaged in
the same work aud our object is the
same, although supported by different
Societies.

Please remember us kindly to all our
River John friends, not forgetting my
little namesake. Tell her there are
many httle girds here that can read nice-
Iy and sew very neatly. They can also
some of them make beds, sweep roows,
&e. I hope your daughter and her
young friends will continue to interest
themselves for their Aneiteumn s sters.—
The gingham which they sent them has
been very useful tothem. If they could
see the girls all dressed alike in the gar-
ments which they provided for them they
would be wmuch pleased. These ging-
hams, corded with white or trimmed
with white braid, are their best dresses
and look sn nice. I wish it were not so
far away that they might send in return
some shells or specimens of their work.

Hoping to bave lots of letters from you
and other dear friends when the “John
Williams” arrives I am with much love

C. L. GepbIE.

There may be among your readers
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those who will consider private letters
containing minute details such as these
of too little importance to be published
to the world. It is not for such persons
that they are sent. It is for those who
sce in the small matters of domestic and
female life marks of improvement and
arounds of encouragement such as can
be obtained in no other way and rejoice
in them that these extracts are furnish-
ed.  They come in reply to uraent ap-

lication, and they will be welcomed 1
know by thousands to whom our first
Mission family and all that concerns
them are objects of deep interest. Who
can help sympathising with the anxious
mother in her anticipations of the return
of the child of her love to be her help
and her solace in the midst of so many
cares. Who can fail to mark with ad-
miration the progress made in the im-
provement of the natives during the ab-
sence of that child, or help being de-
lighted with the room furnished for he-
by boys and girls from whom at her de-
parture she had been sent away asif for
fear of contamination and injury.

Who can help being delighted with
the testimony that the Mission field is
now the home of our loved friends—the
home not of duty merely but of affection,
and who will not rejoice in the evidence
thus afforded that even in sacrifice for
Christ there is presentand great reward.
The home of youth is not less dear—it is
rendered doubly dear by distance of
time and space—but it has not attrac-
tions sufficient to overcome the new af-
fections that have been developed in
scenes of felt usefulness and realized en-
jovment. Who would hesitate to leave
a scene of enjoyment for onc of greater
happiness and delighi! Who will es-
teem the Mission life an expatriation
when it furnishes a dearer home as well
as wider usefulness.

How many a youthful contributor to
the comfort of missionaries and converts
will be cheered to find that their exer-
tions in the good cause are appreciated,
and that the once degraded savages sit
at the feet of Jesus and learn his way
clothed in habiliments furnished by their
united but small donations—and will any
relax their exertions when appealed to
by one who bas devoted hersclf to their
service and is delighted to do them good
and when they see thatout of the mouth
of babes and sucklings God ordains
praise.

J. WADDELL.
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News of the Churel,

PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

The Presbytery of Pictou metat New
Annan on the 9th ult.  Mr George Rod-
dick, preacherof the Gospcl.’ umlm“ call
to the conaregation of West River,
delivered all his trials for ordination
which were highly approved, and his
ordination was appointed to take place
at West River on Tuesday, 11th May,
the Rev Jas. Bayne to preach on the oc-
casion. )

A Petition was presented from parties
in New Annan connccted with the con-
gregation of Sharon Church, Tatau}&-
gouche, praying to be connected with
New Annan; also, a petition from sun-
dries connected with Willow Church,
Tatamagouche, to be separated from Ngw
Annan congregation and connected with
Sharon Church, and a petition against
the latter union. The Presbytery ap-
proved of the object of the first two peti-
tions, bat before carrying it out appoint-
ed a committee to meet with those con-
nected with Willow Church opposed to
the union with Sharon Chureh to endea-
vour to obviate their objections, and to
report at next meeting of Presbytery.

The Presbytery called for a report of
whart had been dbne by the congregation
of New Aunan for the payment ot ar-
rears due to the Rev Robt. Blackwood.
It appeaved that ereditable efforts had
been made, but that the matter was not
yet settled up.  The congregation were
urued to vontinue their efforts and report
at next meeting of Presbytery.

The Rev David Roy reported his pro-
ceedings in the moderation of a call from
the congregation of West Branch, (now
called * Union Chureh”) said call had
come out unanimously in f?\’or ?f Mr
John McKinnon, preacher of the Gospel.
The said call was now laid upon the ta-
ble of Presbytery ; on motion, the cen-
duet of the moderator was sustained, and
the call sustained in which he had mo-
derated. The clerk was appointed to
give intimation to Mr McKinnon. Sub-
jects of trial for ordination in the event
of his accepting it, were also appointed
him. . .

Supply of preaching was then appoint-
ed for the various vacancies under the
charge of the Presbytery.

PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX-,
In connection with the Presbyterian

Church of Nova Scotia met at Poplar
Grove Church for Presbyterial visitation
of the congregation on the evening of
March first and for ordinary business on
the morning of the second instant. The
inquiries addressed to the different
oflice-bearers of the Church were satis-
factorily answered. The papers con-
nected with the call of Rev Mr Christie
from congregation of Ceutral Church,
West River,were read.—1st Mr Clarke’s
report of appointme:it to give notice to
Yarmouth congregation.  2udly, The
minutes of a congregational meeting held
thereupon with the expression of their
unanimous desive that Mr Christie
should remain among them. 3rdly. The
reasons drawn up by a Committee, ap-
pointed at said meeting, why Mr Chris-
tie should in their opinion be continued
at Yarmouth, being in veply to the rea-
sons which Central Church has urged
for his removal.—These reasons were to
the effect that a vacancy woald be very
injurious in present circumstances to
the Yarmouth congregation—that Me
Christie’s labours had already effected
much good and that under his charge
theChurch continues to prosper—that his
servicesare much more urgentlyrequired
in his present sphere than in auy Eastern
partof the Province—that the interests
of Presbyterianism had heretofore been
too much neglected in the Western parg
of the Province—and that every effort
would be wade to support the minister
independently of ail from the Mission
Fund of the Chureh or any other ex-
trancous souvce. Lastly a letter was read
from Rev G. Christic declining, after due
and carveful consideration, the call from
Central Church.—Looking at all the
circumstances of Yarmouth congregation
the Presbyiery entered on their minutes
au expression of their gratification at
their unanimity and intentions as re-
spects the future, and also at the decision
of Mr Christie. The usual reports of
1fome Missionary services were disposed
of, and Mr James Murray, now under
appointment at Newport, was appointed
for six Sabbaths to labour at Bridgetown
and Annapolis.

Mr Thomas Sedgewick, student of
Theology of the third year, delivered a
discourse from Titus, ch. 8rd, v. 8th,
which was approved and farther exerci-
ses prescribed, Adjourned to meet a-
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gain at the same place on the first Tues-
day of May at 11 o'clock, A. ».

CaLr.—The Congregation ' of Mait-
land and Noel, on the 3rd ult., gave a
unanimous and cordial call to Mr James
A. Murray, preacher of the Gospel to be
colleague and successor to their present
aged pastor the Rev Thomas S. Crowe.
The Rev Alexander Cameron preached
and presided on the occasion.

CORRESPONDENCE.
New GrasGgow, March 16, 1858.
To the Ministers or Elders of the Presby-
terian Church of Nova Scolia.

You will confer a favor on me by an-
swering the following Queries at your
carliest convenience.

Yours, respectfully, :
Ropericx McGRrEGOR.

Do you advocate and approve of To-
tal Abstinence Associations?

Do you admit those who traflic in In-
toxicating Liquors to the fellowship of
the Church?

~ Do any of the members of your Ses-
sion traflic in Intoxicating Liquors ?

Do any of the members of your Con-
gregation traffie in Intoxicating Liquors ?
If they do, bhow many?

Do you take money for Religious or
Missionary purposes from those that are
engaged in the traffic ?

=}
Notices,Acknowledgments,&e
Monies received by the Treasurer from
20th February to 20th March, 1855 :—
Foreign Mission.
Mar 3. James Dawson of Mon-
treal, formerly of Pictou £3 0
t2. Mrs McNaughton, F. Pools 10
“ Joseph, Isaac and Samuel
McNaughton,2s 6d each 7 6
« Missionary and Benevo-
lent Society, Bay Street
congr'n (Dr Jennings’}

SO

‘Toronto, C. W. 00

¢« Mr Letster, do, 10s; Mas.
ters Strange, do, 4s 14 0

* Mrs.Gardner, do, 20s; Mr
Ewart, do, 6s 3d 1 6 3

Home Mission.

Mari2. New Arnnan congregation,

per G. B. Johnston  £1 0 0

The Agent acknowledges reccipt of the
following sums for Christian Instructor and
Missionary Register :—
James McGregor, Esq
Rev golin Cameron

£1017 6
515 0
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Rev Robert Sedgewick 5 00
Thomas Archibald 5 0
S A Creelman 1 00
Robert Smith 6 16 6
Robert Noble, Tisq 5 0
G W Archibald 114 3
Rev A P Miller 3 0 0
Robert Copeland, Esq 10 0

Boards, Standing Comunit-
tees, &c.

Bourd of ITome Missions.—Rev Professor
Ross, Rev Messrs Patterson, McGilveay
and Walker, together with Messrs John
MceKenzie, Roderick MeGregor and Sam-
uel Cameron, Ruling Elders.” Rev George
Patterson, Sceretary.

Bourd of Foreign Missions.—Rev Messrs
Baxter, Kier, Roy, Walker, Bayne, Wat-
son, and Waddell,.and Messrs Jasper Crow,
Kenneth Forbes, R. McGregor, M Archi-
bald. John Adamson and E. Langille, Rul-
ing Elders. Secretary, Rev J. Bayne.

Seminary Bourd—The Professors, ex
officio. Rev Messrs McCulloch, Baxter,
I. Ross, Wyllie, Cameron and McKay,
and Currie, and Messrs Robert Smith. Da-
vil McCurdy, Isane Fleming, William Me-
Kim. Fleming Blanchard, and Adam
Dickie. Mr McCulloch, Convener; Rev
E. Ross, Sceretary,

Comumittee of Bills and Overtures—TRev
Messrs Bayne, Roy, and McGilvray, and
Mr Jas. McGregor.  Mr Bayne, Convener.

Comnuttee for Friendly -Conferenee with
Committees of other Presbyteriun Churches.
—The Moderator, Rev Messrs J. Ross.
Scdgewick, Bayne, Cameion, McSreygor,
Smith, McCulloch and Buxter, and Messrs
S. Creclinan, R. McGregor and M. Archi
bald, Ruling Elders.

General Treasurer for all Synodical Funds.
—Abram Patterson, sq., Picton.

Agent for the Cloistian Instructor and Mis-
sionaryRegister~Mr James Barnes, Halifax

Terms of the Instructor and
Begister,

InsTrucTOR and REGISTER, single co-
pies, 5s each. Any person ordering six
copies, and becoming responsible for six
copies, will receive one freo.  For Reyister,
single copies, 1s 6d each, six copies to one
ddress at 1s 3d each.  Oncadditional sent
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
parties wish them addressed singly, 1s6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed 10 the
Rev George Patierson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded before
the 10th of the month preceding publicac
tion. Small notices may be sent to him or
the Rev P. G. McGregor, Halifax, up till
the 22nd.

Orders and romittances to be forwarded
to Mr James Barnes. Resmittances may
also be sent to the Synod Treasurer.



