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A PHILATELIST'S MISFORTUNE.
For The Ottawa Philatelist.

Do not turn in disgust, gentle reader. I have no intention of inflict
ing any philatelic “fiction” upon you, I have no “story” to relate, and 
furthermore it is not a tale of a “rich find” that I intend to unfold, to 
make your “teeth water,” as it were. It is simply a plain, unvarnished 
reminiscence of a very short time ago.

In response to a request of mine made through a friend, a young 
lady, (who is by the way a perfect stranger to me) wrote to me offering 
me some stamps. She said that her father had some stuck in an old 
account file, which she had procured. She did not collect stamps, and 
was willing to sell the entire collection for five dollars, not because 
she wanted ‘he money, but simply the stamps were “of no use” and 
pocket money was preferable. There were in the lot of eighty-seven all 
told the following according to her literal description: “Three or four 
large square stamps, blue, with 3 pence N. S. on them; two similar red 
ones of N. B., and two yellow 6 pence of the latter, with a one shilling 
stamp with a crown in the centre of N. B.; several cents issue, a couple 
cut in two, and two stamps damaged that have been cut in half but 
appear to be used that way. There are also a few U. S. square stamps, 
some in two colors. If they are worth five dollars I will send them on.”

It is hardly necessary to say that the return post conveyed the order 
for the stamps, as we don't get N. B. shillings and split provisionals for 
$5 a dozen tiiis weather. But—and here my pen fails me—I awaited 
with bated breath the rich prize I was to receive. In two or three days 
a letter came. I tore it hastily open and read as follows this verbatim 
copy:

“Dear Friend:—Yours received, but since I wrote you last I have met 
with an accident by which (sorry to say) I lost every blessed stamp but 
one. I had eighty-seven in all on the old papers that I took off the file. 
About two or three days after writing you I got them all out, spread 
them on a table in my own room, and had no idea my mother would be 
up in my room, so I left them there; of course, I thought they would be 
all right. Next day something or other took her up to my room, and 
seeing these old stamps all over the table, thought it did not look very 
nice, so she took them down stairs, asked the girl if she thought the 
papers were of any use or the stamps were good. The girl looked at 
them and said, ‘Why no, sure they are as old as the hills!’ So my 
mother thought she had better put them in the stove! So ii. ' - went,
and I have got sadly left for once in my life. Well, that nigln entto
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my room to dress (as I was going to take part in a concert) and saw all 
my stamps gone! You can, I think, imagine what I felt like. I flew 
down and asked her if she had seen them. 'Why! she says (as cool as 
you please) yes, I threw them in the stove!’ Well, I felt so bad over 
my loss that I would not take any part in the concert; I was going to 
play a banjo solo for them, and I told the committee what had happened, 
so they told the audience that Miss C—— felt so bad over the loss of 
some stamps that she would have to be excused. So I got off with a 
sore heart. I’ll bet my life that the next thing of mine my motherburns 
or puts out of the road she will ask my consent first. If the only stamp 
that's left is of any use I will send it, but it is an orphan! I remain 

Yours, etc., Bertha C----- ”
Tile above is a genuine piece of my experience as a collector, and 

while I was sorry for my loss as well as her loss, I could not help smil
ing at what I call a "Jim Dandy of a letter. " J. R. Hooper.

CANADA'S REGISTRATION STAMPS.
For The Ottawa Philatelist.

In the year of 1875 the Government of Canada issued special stamps 
for Registered matter only. At that time the Registration fee over and 
above the ordinary rate to all Foreign Countries except the United States 
was 8^, to the United States 51 and Canada it.

Three values, all similar in design. Engraved and printed by the 
American Bank Note Co. on white wove paper. They are narrow oblong 
stamps with scalloped edges at top and bottom, and labels with value in 
full at the two ends. Small straight label above, inscribed "Canada" 
large curved label in centre, with "Registered" and small curved label 
below, with "Letter Stamp’’ all in white Roman capitals. Large Arabic 
numerals of value in the upper corners.

The Eight Cent stamp was first issued the Nov. 15, 1875 and from that 
date until June 30, 1876 the end of the fiscal year 100,000 were issued, 
and during the following year 25,000 making 125,000 the total number 
issued.

In 1878 this stamp was withdrawn from circulation and the remainder, 
75.000 were destroyed by order of the Postmaster General. In a few 
years this will be one of Canada’s rarest stamps.

During the year 1889 the it stamp was withdrawn from circulation, 
owing to an increase in the Reg. fee from it to st in Canada, and mak
ing a uniform Reg. fee. W. J. Beatty.
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EDITORIAL.
m

We herewith present to our readers the first number of the Ottawa 
Philatelist, a Monthly Journal devoted to the interests of stamp col
lectors and dealers. We extend our thanks to the dealers and collectors 
who have so promptly responded to our request for advertisements and, 
we hope they will continue to patronize our advertising columns. We 
also thank those who have contributed to our subscription list. It is 
our intention to give reports of Auction Notes on newly diseovovered or 
little known stamps will be set forth as occasion arises. New works on 
Philately will be criticised. The various journals devoted to Philately 
will also be reviewed, and the most interesting articles nointed out.

WE shall be glad to exchange two copies with any publication devoted 
to stamp collecting. Books, pamphlets, etc., relating to stamps which 
may be sent us will receive proper notice in the columns.

Advertisers! An Advt. in this paper will pay you. Give ns a trial, 
iooo to 2000 copies will be sent out each month. 10% discount for all 
adv. for 6 months or over received for the next number. Exchange 
Column free to subscribers.

Collectors, now is the time to subscribe to the Ottawa Philatelist.

The United States government has just let a contract for 24,900,00c 
letter cards, a new device which has long been considered by the Post 
Office Dept, at Washington.

Holden’s Auction Catalogue No. 4 for July to hand; thanks for same.

To the Members of the P. S. of C. We are sending this month, 
sample copies of the Ottawa Philatelist to all the members of the P. 
S. of C., and expect every member to send us his subscription.

Sample Copies. We have mailed sample copies of the Ottawa Phil
atelist, to every address we could get, to both collector and dealer, and 
hope they will send us their subscripton and ad’s. We do not send two 
sample copies to one address.
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REVIEWS.
«

The Eagle Philatelist for May contains a very interesting article on 
Canadian Stamps by J. R. Hooper and which is to be continued. Suc
cess to Engle.

*
* *

The Toronto Journal of Philately made its first appearance in May, 
its article on a History of Philately is worth reading. The remainder of 
the number is made up of short notes.

The Post OiSce for July chiefly consists of an article on the National 
Society and a quack adv. Brother Greminel should shake with Uncle 
Ketch.

* * *

The North Western Monthly consists chiefly of reading matter, but 
very little of it relates to Philately.

The Philatelic Fraud Reporter for July contains a long list of Frauds, 
this Journal should be in every collectors hands. The editor should con
fine his ads. to Philately.

* * *

Mekeel's Monthly for July contains an interesting article on Span
ish Counterfeits, it will repay any collector to procure it.

The Southern Philatelist for July is very interesting and should be 
in the hands of every collector. But it looks as if Brother Luhn did not 
keep all his advertising space for philatelic advertisements, do you?....

A WARNING TO STAMP COLLECTORS.
For The Ottawa Philatelist.

A note of warning must be sounded upon the prevailing habit of many 
stamp collectors in placing foreign stamps to their months. It is one of 
the most dangerous habits that exist in philately, and the sooner our phil
atelic press sounds the key-note of warning, the better for the lives as well 
as the health of our collectors. I recently saw a young man who had 
contracted a disease through putting foreign stamps on his tongue, caus
ing him untold misery and suffering. Nine hundred and ninety-nine 
persons out of every thousand put new stamp to their tongue when they 
wish to stick it on a letter, and while it may be harmless to do this, there 
are a large number who forget that possibly 50 per cent of those 999 may 
be diseased and the germs can lie on the letter under the stamp with the 
gum, and if anyone is foolish enough to trust a previously licked stamp



THE OTTAWA PHILATELIST. 5

to their mouth they are running a great risk to say the least, as well as 
being a standing menace to society.

Foreign countries such as India, Russia, and those of Asia, particular
ly spread the cholera germ, and diphtheria as well as fevers of all kinds 
can be communicated by the bad habit of touching the mouth to the 
stamps. Always soak the paper oif the stamps by means of a pan of 
water, and then wash the hards well afterward. If you stick a stamp on 
a letter, wet the letter, not the stamp.

Large quantities of stamps before being handled should always be dis
infected by being put in a drawer for a few days, closed tightly, with 
some powerful disinfectant, which can be procured at any druggist’s. 
No idea is known of the great extent which the bad habit above referred 
to is responsible for the various diseases, such as sore throat, miasma, 
etc. J. R. Hooper.

THE CANADIAN CONVENTION.
For The Ottawa Philatelist.

The Annual Convention of our leading National Association. The 
Philatelic Society of Canada, was held in Ottawa, Ont., Aug. 18, 19, 
and 20th. There was a splendid attendance, President Hooper in the 
chair. The Secretary reported 310 members and 12 branches. Dues 
were placed at 25^ half yearly. Offers are asked from papers to act as 
OEcial Organ. The next Convention will be held in Montreal. 103 
members were present or represented by proxy. Since this society be
came incorporated it has fle arished wonderfully and it now includes all 
the leading philatelists of Canada. The following oEcers were elected.

President:—John R. Hooper, P. O. Dept., Ottawa.
Vice-President:—McMahon, Lionais, DeWolf, Hanson, Panley, Grav

es, Beardsley, Allen and Harding.
Secretary-Treasurer:—H. F. Mooers, Kingston, Ont.
Exchange Supt.:—J. S. Roberton, St. Thomas.
Librarian:—Ed. H. Jaques, Montreal.
OEcial Collector:—E. J. Philips, Toronto, Ont.
Purchasing Agents:—R. P. Spooner and E. W. Stanton.
Counterfeit Detector:—R. F. McRae, Montreal,
Executives:—W. J. Beatty (chairman) Jos. Ambe and F. J. Audet.

FOREIGN PHILATELIC GOSSIP.
BY JOHN R. HOOPER.

Nearly every stationery and tobacco shops in Paris has stamps to sell 
to collectors. The recently chronicled Sokrotra stamps are bogus.
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The De la Rue issue of stamps for Great Britain and most of her colo
nies have a combination perforation 14 vertical by 13l/i horizontal.

* * *

The red Scinde Dawks were only in existence a few weeks. The white 
and blue were used from 1852 to 1855. The prices are going away up 
and the continental papers are full of articles and letters on this rare is
sue.

** *

A large Philatelic Society has been formed by the British residents in 
Kimberly, South Africa.

* * *

A Stamp Dealer Mr. Vindin, had a curious experience in his trip to 
New Zealand. He was mistaken for General Booth’s Salvation Army ad
vance agent, and was received by a brass band and four thousand people.

The new album from Paris, issued in parts for each country is a poor 
affair. It does not give the varieties of perforations or paper of Canada, 
and omits the watermarked series, such an album and, in fact any catalo
gue is a fraud on the philatelic public.

The forged Indian postage stamps of 1 rupee were made by a clever 
native, Poona Brahmin, formerly in the Government Survey Service. 
He prepared thirty-nine dies of the stamp before he perfected an accurate 
representation of the original. The die was cleaved with oil and then 
inked by the finger. A piece of paper was then put on the die and rubbed 
with a shell; the stamp being then ia,d down on a piece of metal mois
tened with water and had a fine watermark die hammered upon it. It 
was afterwards perforated each hole separately taking all together nearly 
ten minutes to print and perforate. Over one thousand of these clever 
forgeries were passed. The forger and an accomplice got ten years each 
for their cleverness, and a stamp clerk in the Bombay post office, who 
was suspected as being “in the ring’’ committed suicide the day after the 
forger was arrested.

* * *

A curious incident has come to light in East India. Over one thous
and unpaid covers, all posted at one town and addressed to persons at 
one office were opened at the Dead Letter Office and found to contain 
simply a blank piece of paper. The sender turned out to be a lunatic 
and was writing secretly his thoughts.

An Austrian stamp paper with a jaw-breaking name is the Mitthci- 
lungendesOesterreichischcn PhilatelistenZeitung! Whew ! ! That’s 
a “corker!”
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EXCHANGE DEPARTMENT.
One-half cent per word, for each inser

tion. No exchange inserted for less than 
io/, payable in advance. Free to sub
scribers, limited to 25 words.

W. J. Beattv, P. O. Dept. Ottawa, wants 
2, 3, 4 and 5 dollar Quebec Assurance, will 
give satisfactory exchange for same.

W. J. Beatty P. 0. Dept. Ottawa desires 
to exchange Canada Post-marks for Pos
tage stamps or Canada revenues.

Wanted. Canada and U. S. stamps and 
Canada Revenues for good exchange. T. 
C. Anderson, P. 0. Ottawa.

Wanted. Good spot cash in exchange 
for stamps from our approval sheet 33^ to 
40% com. F. L. Chevrier & Co., 35 Coop
er St., Ottawa, Can.

DEALERS’ DIRECTORY.
Terms for a 2 or 3 line card in this column, one 

year 85^ 6 mo. 50^. Cash in advance.

p. L. CH EVIER & CO., 35 Cooper St., Ottawa 
r Appr. sheets a specialty 33 Jjjjj on sales 01 
CCOTT STAMP & COIN CO. LTD. 18 B 
O St., New York, N. Y.

COLLECTORS’ DIRECTORY. 
Terni: 50^ per year, for name and ad

dress and what you colleét. 6 mo. 35^.

Beat/., W. J. 386 Cooper St., Ottawa, 
Can. Stamps.

Sauve, Roel. 118 Gloucester St., Ot
tawa, Can. Stamps.

Wilson. Thos. A. Box 945 Belleville, 
Out. Stamps.

THE SCHIEFF 4 MACHADO STAMP CO. 
224 Greene SI., He* York City.

Dealers in
Domestic and Foreign postage stamps, approval 
sheets of the higher grade of stamps a specialty. 
Send for one and be convinced.

WE KNOW WHAT YOU ARE AFTER
AND WE ARE AFTER YOU.

To send for our approval sheets and send a re
ference or $2.00 deposit.

F. L CHEVRIER & Co.
33 Cooper St., Ottawa.

DID YOU EVER?
SEE SUCH BARGAINC AS I OFFER,

Cl PRICES ON EVERYTHING,
HKRE ARE A FEW

Packet 27. 250 varieties of very desirable stamps. 
Regular price $1. Cut to 72c.

Packet 28. 500 varieties of very good and many 
rare stamps. Regular price $3. Ci t to $2.05.

Excelsior Packet. 100 varieties of good and 
rare stamps only. Regular price f 1 cut to 72c.

All these packets, together with a beautiful 
Postage Stamp Album, Cloth binding and Gold 
printing, only $3.40 post free.

The greaest bargains during the summer are 
found in my approval sheets, and I will allow 20 
to 50# cemmission. Good reference is all that I

DEALERS send for my new wholesale list, 
just out. it Is the cheapest. Retail list free.

Send for free sample copy of the ‘Postoffice,” 
the leading U. S. Philatelic mouthly.

HENRY GREMMEL, 
80 Nassau St., N. Y.

60% Commission
On all sales from my approval sheets containing 
all grades of foreign stamps. I sell cheaper than 
any other dealer in the World. My new list 
Free. Address

E. A. MILLER,
2312 Garrison Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

F. X. PAGUET
Collector of Canadian Coins, Medals and 

Tokens. P. O. BOX .187, OTTAWA. Desires 
to exchange any Canadian coins, medals and to
kens at M. Breton’s Catalogue and price list, for 
new and old Ottawa tokens, catalogued in M. 
Breton’s Supplement, or to sell for cash at a large 
discount. Correspondence solicit.-o.

DEALERS
Put an ad. in this paper it will pay you, give 

us a trial and be convinced, we guarantee at 1* ast 
1000 every month.

F. J. AUDET.
Collector of

CANADIAN POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS
Good Exchange Wanted

F. J. AUDET,
Slate Dept. Ottawa, Canada
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SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO., LTD.,
18 East 23 St., New York, N. Y.

Largest dealers in the world in hostage Stamps 
and Coins.

We make a specialty of fine packets of Stamps 
and Coins and heat the world in these.

Kvery packet Hint we offer is made up directly 
from oiiv own tremendous stock, and every one 
contains many stamps that no other dealer can 
supply. By means of our large purchases we 
frequently obtain large quantities of stamps at a 
small fraction of their value and the purchasers 
of packets get the full benefit of these exception
al purchases.

One trial will convince you that ours are the best 
and Cheapest.

Our hostage Stamp Albums are recognized as 
the liest in the worm, and we have many styles 
suited to the tastes of all classes of collectors.

Our Catalogues of Stamps and Coins are the rec
ognized standards all over the United States.

We are now running the 
52nd Kdition of our hostage Stamp Catalogue 

which contains 350 pages and over 30c o Illustra
tions, and prices tor almost every stamp both 
used and unused.

Price 50 Cents Post free.
For full list of our Albums, Packets, 

Catalogues, Sets, etc., send for our

FREE ILLUSTRATED 40 PAGE PRICE LIST.

WANTED AT ONCE
General agents for my approval 

sheets.
No washing.
Must be sober and temperate.

36'/ COMMISSION.

A fortune for the fortunate ones 
who apply to

GEO. HARTLEY,
P. S. of C. 18. Fortune St., Montreal, Out.

N. B. Packets arc not in my line, but 
I do make up one [100 varieties used and 
unused] for 25^ that in vulgar parlance 
“Takes the Cake.”

0% COMMISSION. 
AGENTS WANTED.

Valuable Premiums.
In EW 60 pp. Price-list FREE 

* STANDARD STAMP CO.,

H. FLACHSKAMM. Manager, 
923-925 La Salle St., St. Louis, Mo.

F. L. CHEVRIER & CO,
DEALERS IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS,

U
WHY DON’T YOU COLLECT

REVENUE STAMPS?
They are very beautiful extremely interesting 
and m< st varieties are eapidly increasing in value 
You had better buy now when prices are low, 
rather than pay high in a short time.

Here is something for beginners..

REVENUE PACKET NO. 16
Contains 3ovar. of Mexican, Canadian and United 
States Revenue stamps, and for 20 cents is an un
doubted bargain. Satisfaction guaranteed.

GEO, D. HARTLEY,
P, S. of C. 18. 8 Fortune St., Montreal.

35 COOPER STREET, 

OTTAWA, - - - CANADA.
Best approval sheets in the Dominion at 33^

to v commission, don't you think so? •
ico different stamps for the price which is onlyuor

Order .something and receive the best price list 
published with your order, don’t forget to write 
at once to

F. L. CHEVRIER.
Approval sheets sent only upon good reference 

or a $2.(.o deposit, except to meml>ers of the 1*. S. 
of C. and A. P. A.

WE ARE AFTER YOU
To send for a sample copy of the best paper for 
philatelists published in the U. S., the best be
cause it has the choicest literature, latest news, 
spicy editorials on stamp matters, fully illus
trated. Send name on card to

ROY F. GREENE,
Bus. Mgr. Eagle Philatelist, Arkansas City, Kan.
1 Rare stamps for the price only io&, and

V V the best price list out, free.
F. /,. CHEVRIER, & CO.

35 Cooper St. Ottawa, Can.
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■M. Canada Stamps B
BARGAINS! BARGAINS! BARGAINS!

Now is the Time to Fill up Your Sets.
Nova Scotia Bill.

Value
fi Sur

unused.....................................T . 17*

io0 unused

Upper Canada I^aw.
Price

FF.................................................................25*
FF................................................................ 030
FF.................................................................020
FF................................................................ o30
FF................................................................ 050
FF................................................................ os#
FF.................................................................15*
FF.................................................................50*
FF. -..........................................................200
I~S.................................................................25*
Lê.................................................................25*

50* New Brunswick Law...................................... 60*
10 varieties of Canada Law...................................ao*
25 " “ “ Revenues..................................25*

Supreme Court.
.35*
•45*
.80*

City Parcel Forwarding Co. Montreal unused rare.................................................................................. $1.00
80 Registration....................................................................................................................... .............. ... ..................75
iaji0 Canada postage unused, thin wove.............................................................................................................60
$2 Weights ana measures red center................................................................................................................... 25
100 varieties of all different stamps only............................................................................................................ 10

These prices are net, and cash must accompany order. Orders under 500 3 cents extra for postage.

F. L. CHEVRIER & CO.
3B Cooper St., Ottawa, Canada,
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■M. Canada Stamps
BARGAINS! BARGAINS! BARGAINS!

Now is the Time to Fill up Your Sets.

20 •• 
30
4'* "
5» "
60 "

i: ::
90 "
I°0 '•

200 “

4<»0 " 
500

Nova Scotia Bill.
•58 
.60 

4C 
. 1O0 
. 100 

90 
35#

• 358 
60. 

. IO0
*7#
158

100 “ 
200 " 
300 “ 
4o0 " 
500 " 
6o0 “ 
8o0 " 
$1 “
r '■

Upper Canada Caw.

i«s. 
ls.

‘ ' 220

5^8
• • 2.58 

■ 2.50

100 unused

$5

. . . .150 500 New Brunswick Law......................................6t>0
. . 350 , 10 varieties of Canada Law...................................200

.... 250 I 25 “ " " Revenues........................... 250
Supreme Court.

.................................................... . • 250

............................................................... 450

............................................................... 150

City Pat cel Forwarding Co. Montreal unused rare............................................................................$1.00
80 Registration.............................................................................................................................................................75
12^0 Canada postage unused, thin wove.............................................................................................................60
$2 Weights aud measures red center................................................................................................................... 25
ido varieties of all different stamps only............................................................................................................ 10

These prices are net, and cash must accompany order. Orders under 500 3 cents extra for postage.

F. L. CHEVRIER & CO.
36 Cooper St., Ottawa, Canada,


