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DO YOU KNOW
That in Our School

We employ TWELVE teachers and
use ONE HUNDRED typewriting
machines, It is a fact, and that is
one reason why we produce the
best results, We cannot begin to
supply the demand for our gradu.
ates,  Euter any time.  Write for
Catalogue.
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TORONTO.
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mnn-mm lnd baths, all but books and Ilnndly,m for
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to ministers, or to two or murv entering at Ib! same time
m same family or pllee specialat in ook mxn.,

is also an expert penman, ialist ort-
baad in constant umndum 1‘h| un T8 in the literary
sy ent also assist in the work, high character
of the Colleze is & guarantee of thoroughness.
pecimen ulllbenmnn lr, FREE,
ICIPAL DYER, D.D., Belleville, Ont.
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Leading Canadian
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FOR YOUNG LADIES
ST. THOMLS, ONT.

Preparatory and. Collegiate stadies through
Senior University Matriculation, Music with
¥ ial

Witty Repartee.

The quick-witted repartee of the late
Pope was a well-known characteristic.
In a newspaper article, descriptive of
his daily life, the fact was mentioned
that Leo XIII. always dined alone. The
late Pope's attention was drawn to the
article, and after reading the paragraph
he laid down the paper and remarked
quizzically, “ Yes, it is true that I dine
alone, and yet I am always the Allith
at table.”

A Work of Necessity.

A very small girl was observed by a
friend of the family eating a certain
cereal preparation. She seemed to eat
with great effort.

“Don't you like that, my dear?” in-
quired the friend.

“Not pertick'ly,” replied the little
maid.

“Why do you eat it then?” persisted
the inquirer.

The daughter of the house paused with
spoon on the edge of bowl,

“It's got to be eaten,” she answered
gravely, “The grocery man gives
mamma a rag doll for every two pack-
ages she buys, and it's got to be eaten
every morning.”

And she continued to eat the cereal.

Slightly Ambiguous.

Professor Willlam Clark, D.CL., In
his very interesting papers on ‘ People
and Places I Have Known" in the
Westminster, recalls many amusing
stories of celebrities. Of Charles Kings-
ley, Professor Clark writes: In spite of &
slight stammer, which he nearly over-
came, he was popular in the pulpit, and
on the platform. He once lectured in
Toronto, but with no great success. In
seeking to stimulate the Toronto youth,
he recommended every young man to make
it his ambition to “ have a bust in West-
minster Abhey.” The young gentlemen
had their own notion of a " bust,” and
brnke into fits of laughter, which were

University Fine Art,

El nd Domestic Science.

 appointments, good board, cheerful
rooms, pers e n habits, manners
and daily life, For catalogue, address

Rev. Robart I, Warner, M.A., Principal

ONTARIO ——
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Most Widely Attended in America
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Authors and Publishers of ¢
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Address, Robinson & Johnson, F.C.A.

The Self aﬁd Sex Series

“What a Young Boy Ought to Know"
“What a Young Man Ought to Know"
“What a Young Husband Ought to Know"
“What a Man of 45 Ought to Know "
“What a Young Girl Ought to Know"
“What a Young Woman Ought to Know "
“What a Young Wife Ought to Know"”
“What a Woman of 46 Ought to Know"

The gatest and hest books of ther kind in the world,
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Price $1.00 net per copy postpaid,
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when Mr., Kingsley repeated
wlth still greater emphasis—“‘1 say a
bust in Westminster Abbey.”

Her Father’s Strength.

Recently in a Sunday-school the
teacher was telling her class of small
pupils the interesting story of Samson,
of whom she spoke as being the strongest
man that ever lived.

Little Ethel, a golden-haired new re-
cruit, listened to the story with great in-
terest.  After the teacher had finished
Ethel held up her chubby hand.

“ Well, Ethel,” asked the teacher,
“What is it 7"

“Samson wusn't as strong as my papa
18"

“Is your father so strong ?" queried
the teacher, smiling.

“Oh, my papa's offul strong,” replied
Ethel with emphasis, “Why, I heard
mamma say that he had an ellyfant on
his hands.”

Punctuation MaKes a Differ-
ence.

It is related that the Dowager Empress
of Russia once saw on her husband’s
table a document regarding a political
prisoner. On the margin Adexander 111,
had written: * Pardon impossible; to be
sent to Siberia.” The Czarina took up
the pen, and striking out the semi-colon
after “impossible,” put it hefore the
word. Then the endorsement read:
“Pardon; impossible to be sent to SI-
beria.” The Czar let it stand.
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Comfort in Walking

Not only do you get com-
fort out of Rubber Heels,
but they save your nerves,

add pleasure to your living.

Dunlop Rubber Heels
Are like walking on air.

Wear like steel.

The DUNLOP TIRE CO. Limited

TORONTO

THE BEST

Total abstainers
can get betterterms
and rates of In-
surance from the
Manufacturers Life
than from any
other Company in
America.

Write for infor-
mation to Depart-
ment S.

THE MANUFACTURERS
LIFE INSURANCE CO.
TORONTO - - = CANADA

Epworth League Constitution
Containing the cluniu made by the
General Conference.

10 CENTS PER DOZEN ————

Address : WILLIAM BRIGGS, Toronto.
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Impressed the Public.—Christen-
dom, the undenominational religious
journal, of Chicago, says that *the
Detroit International Convention cer-
tainly impressed the public with the
evangelizing zeal and activity of the
Methodist Church.”

Lay Workers.—In all the churches
there seems to be a growing interest in
the development of lay workers, Presby-
terians in the United States are giving
more attention to this subject than
Methodists, There is large room for a
revival in regard to the use of laymen in
evangelistic und other Christian work in
our church.

X

A Tireless Reader.—If John Wesley
wer: alive to-day he would undoubtedly
be an ardent advocate of the Epworth
League Reading Course. He was not
only & tireless reader himself, but was
constantly stimulating others to cultivate
habits of reading. Books were about
his only companions in his lonely and
wandering life,

A Valuable Institution.—The Rail-
way Young Men's Christian Associations
are growing and prospering. So highly
are they eateerneff by the railroad com-
panies that they bear a large share of
the expense of maintaining them. This
is not becruse they are specially interested

fed

Cards vs. Books.—Card playing

seems be taking the place of reading
amon: a large class in England, and is

said to be interfering seriously with many
protitable and helpful pursuits. The pub-
lishers and booksellers hold it responsible
for a marked depression in the book trade.
The London Qutlook says: ** A stock of
five hundred copies of playingcards is
more easily sold than two copies of any
boek. The book shops remain empty.
The most adroit advertisements of pub-
lishers fail to incite interest in books
among a card-playing and card ridden
public.” If this be true it is a sad con
dition of affairs.

Youth.—Bishop Vincent gives utter-
ance to some weighty truths when he
says: “Young life is the beginning of
that serious and responsible reality we
call life, It is the bud from which are
to come blossom and fruit, It is the
early light which foretells sunrise and
midday and sunset and evenir It is
the first few steps of a long journey. It
is the embarking and the sailing down
the bay—the bay that opens into the
wide sea beyond. What young life makes
of itself determines very largely what
later life and old age are to be. The
molds «of character are laid during the
first twenty years of one's existence.
To-day makes to morrow.”

£d

The Gid The annual convention

in religious work, but it is reg:
purely as a matter of business, It pays
in many ways to maintain institutions of
this kind.

K

Our General Superintendent.—
Through the courtesy of the Detroit
International Convention Committce we
are able to publish this month the fine
picture of our General Superintendent,
Rev. Dr. Carman, which adorned the
convention programme. It is taken from
one of his latest photographs, and is an
excellent likeness. Dr. Carman greatly
delighted the people at Detroit in all his
addresses,

i

Make Them Companions.— Hamil-
ton Mabie says: “To get at the heart of
books we mast live with and in them ;
we must make them our constant com-

nions ; we must turn them over and
over in thought, slowly penetrating their
innermost meaning, and when we possess
their thought we must work it into our
own thought.” Following out this idea
it is easy to see how valuable a reading
circle may be, as it affords the opportunity
for kindred minds to meet together to
talk of and discuss what they have been
reading.

of the Gideons has recently been held.
“The Gideons ” is a society of Christian
commercial travelers, numbering about
three thousand members. It has been
organized a little less than four years,
and is growing at the rate of about one
hundred and thirty members per month.
The object of this society is to create a
higher standard of living among traveling
men. In the state of Wisconsin, where
the Gideons are strongest, through their
influence seventy-four hotels have taken
out, their bars. In the city of Chicago,
where they number three hundred mem-
bers, they conduct from five to eight
religious services every Sunday.

H

The Benefits.—In referring to the
benefits of a great gatheni.g like the
Detroit International Convention, Dr.
Spencer, of the Central Christian Ad-
vocate, says : “The crowds at the Detroit
Convention came from the people ; the
rich were not there ; the far-away districts
were represented. As we saw them on
the noble river, or in the parks at
Niagara Falls, or on Lake Erie, we were
very glad that some arrangement was
possible whereby with absolute safety
and amid inspiring companionships, songs

and conversations, they could move about
in God's world, and see it, and learn ity
and appreciate it, the while they were
being filled with high thoughts of the
kingdom of Christ and their honored
relation to it, by the gatherings in the
great convention We do not waste
money by giving a little to the ennobling
and enriching of our own life.
L

A Faithful Servant Gone. -Pro-
bably very few of those who read a paper
or book ever think of the amount of
painstaking toil that is necessary to pro-
duce it, The mechanical work alone
calls for experienced skill by men whose
nomes never appear in public.  One of
these, Mr. R. Miln, the superi
our printing department, has recen
called away, after twenty years of service
in the Methodist Book Room. The
printing of our Epworth League Reading
Course, the preparation of this paper,
and much other work connected with the
Epworth League, was und r his direction,
and everything was well done,  Mr. Miln
was a reliable and faithful man, who will
be greatly missed,

Methodism’'s Strength.—The editor
of Toronto Saturday Night, in comment-
ing on the Wesley Bicentenary celebra-
tion, after speaking of the numerical
strength of Methodism and its great
educational work, adds: “ But when all
is said and done, Methodism's strength is
not in the number and wealth of its
adherents, the size and costliness of its
temples, or its suberb organization. Its
growth has been due mainly to the
spiritual fervor and intensity which, on
the whole, has animated its ministry and
membership—that reviving enthusinsm
which was Wesley’s and Whitefield's,
and which he and his co-workers be-
queathed to the church they founded.
The world was not slow to recognize
John Wesley's greatness of purpose or
to acknowledge hig spiritual grandeur.
Despite backsliders and the occasional
wolf within the fold, the world has not
been slow to recognize these same at-
tributes in the church which derived its
being from Wesley's genius and enthusi-
asm. John Wesley’s birth may be com-
memorated by Methodists, but the inspira-
tion of his life and achievements can
never be monopolized by any sect. His
is one of the great figures of Protestantism,
one of the great forces in the religions
evolution of the Anglo-Saxon nations,
and in a sense which he could neither
have intended nor foreseen his most
characteristic saying, “ All the world's
my parish,” has been justified by the
marvelous growth of his fame and in-
fluence in the world ’
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The Home of Summer Schools.
BY THE EDITOR.

HE Summer School idea, which has been spreading with
such rapidity during recent years, had its origin in the
brain of Bishop Vincent, and its first development at

('huulunquu. N.Y. The Bishop believed that summer recrea-
tion and intellectual and spiritual profit could be mmhmwl s0
that, at the close of the summer, people might find the: v

a little wiser as well as physically stronger. The exper
was undertaken about twenty-five years ago, with special
reference to Sunday School work, in a beautiful grove on
Chautauqua Lake, about
sixty miles from Buffalo.
A Normal course was
established, and teachers

came from various parts
of the country for in-
spiration and instruction
in the latest and best
methods of Sunday School
teaching. It was a suc-
cess from the very first.
Other subjects have grad-
ually been added, until
there are now 2,500
students enrolled each
summer, who take up a
great variety of studi
There are about six
professors and teachers

from the various univer

sities and colleges in the United States and Canada, our
country being represented this year by Principal J. L.
Maggs, of Montreal. A fine college building, with an excel-
lent library, provides splendid facilities for carrying on
effective work. In addition to these educational features,
Chautauqua conductsa Reading Course, which reaches a large
number of people who have not had the opportunity of a
college education. Those who take this course for four years
receive a diploma, and seals are granted to all who eontinue
to read the books beyond the four years. Each year quite &
number of these readers are at ( Inumuquu, and most inter-
esting graduation and re-union exercises take place.

Chautauqua, now, is a city of 10,000 people, who come from
all parts of the United States. I was going to add, “and
from Canada,” but that can scarcely be said truthfully, for
Canadians do not seem to have yet discovered this delightful
resort, although it is within a few hours’ travel from Toronto.
After looking over the
register of the Methodist
headquarters very care-
fully only one name from
Canada could be discov-
ered. This seems very
strange, when the near-
ness of the place is con
sidered. For the small
sum of £15 a person cwn
go from Toronto or Ham-
ilton and spend five days
on the Chautauqua
grounds, and if anybody
knows how an equal
amount of pleasure and
profit, in the way of a
holiday, can bhe obtained,
the writer would like to
hear about it. It is
exactly the kind of vacation that people living in towns,
villages and country places need At home they seldom or
never have the oppor!.unm of hearing the most eminent
speakers and singers, but in a few days at Chautauqua they
listen to sermons, lectures and concerts that will be an
abiding inspiration during the rest of their lives.

For those who do not care to take up the regular school
work a series of pleasing and profitable entertainments is
provided, and if the visitor does not care for these he may
amuse himself with boating, tennis, croquet, ete. Everybody
is at liberty to follow his own sweet will as to how the time
is to be employed. On the first day of my arrival I attended
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nine different meetings, but later on was not quite so dili
gent,

The principal meeting-place is the great Amphitheatre,
which has seating accommodation for 5,200 people. It is
built in a natural ravine, and the seats slope from every side
to the centre, When it is filled with people it is one of the
most impressive audiences I ever saw.

During the week of my stay, every morning at ten o'clock
a devotional hour was conducted by the celebrated evangelist,
Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman. This was marrow and fatness to
the souls of thousands who attended from day to day. From
eleven to twelve there was a discussion of some great subject
which is engrossing
public attention. This

ATHLETIC GROUNDS AT CHAUTAUQUA.

GIRLS' CLUB AT CHAUTAUQUA.

week a number of ad-
dresses were delivered
on lynching and mobs,
and these were thor-
oughly discussed by the

people nservices,
Nome 1 was de-
veloped in talking on

the subject of lynching,
as there is a large at-
tendance from the
South, but it is under-
stood that there shall
be the utmost freedom
of speech in dealing
with every topic rela-
ting to the welfare of
the country,

In the afternoon at 2,30 there is usually a lecture on some
interesting topic. Dr. J. M. Buckley is a great favorite, and
in addition to giving several lectures he conducted a “ Ques-
tion Drawer,” which is an annual feature of the Chautauqua
programme. He is a wonderfully well-informed and versatile
man, who is always interesting, no matter what his subject
may be.

General J. B. Gordon gave a lecture on “The Last Days
of the Confederacy,” which was full of striking incidents and
eloquent periods. The old warscarred veteran pleaded for
the eternal reign of peace and goodwill between the North
and the South in a persuasive way that could not fail to strike
chords of response in the hearts of his hearers,

In the evening, concerts and miscellaneous entertainments
are held, which, of course, draw large crowds. The Oratorio
of “Elijah” was given during August, with several first-
class soloists from New York.

One of the most in-
teresting features of life
at Chautauqua is the
arrangement made for
the young people. In
addition to the kinder-
garten and ‘ vacation
class” for young chil-
dren, there are the boys’
club, the girls’ club, the
gymnasiums for young
men and young women.
The annual exhibition
of the work done by the
classes for physical in-
struction is one of the
events that the people
talk about and enjoy
greatly.

During the season
nearly five hundred boys are enrolled as members of
the “boys’ club,” but, of course, this number is never in
attendance at any one time, The boys are placed under
the direction of competent instructors who are usually
young men from some of the colleges. The boys exercise in
the gymnasium, row, swim, play baseball, and do other
things that are dear to the boy’s heart. Meetings for instruc-
tion in various interesting subjects are held during each day,
and addresses given by men who have not forgotten that
they v ere boys themselves. Across the lake there is a camp,
and from time to time the lads are allowed to go over there
and sleep in tents for a night. It seems to me that this is

€
€
3
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WELCOMING BISHOP VINGENT AT OHAUTAUQUA.

the true solution of the “hoy problem.” If our city and
town churches could carry on somw such work as this there
would be no trouble in getting and holding the hoys.

The Chautauqua “ Girls’ Club” is doing a similar work
for the girls. It is wonderful how interested these young
folks are in the educational advantages placed at their dis
posal, for it is not all play by any means.

While people of all denominations attend Chautauqua, and
the leading churches have headquarters buildings of their own,
it is generally admitted that
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who never allows another to think for him. The
wise reader always guards against being the slave of
his books. Tt is not always safe to allow editors,
reviewers, or even preachers to do our thinking for
us; neither should we bow down before statements
because they are written in bold type.

The Reading Circle he!ps the individual in his
search for truth, because its members may be likened
to a ining party bent on discovering and gathering
hidden gems. Through it we find that while on the
surface of good literature fruits and flowers may
appear, beneath are mines of gold and silver and
precious stones.

The Reading Circle helps the individual in his
search for truth, because in its meetings the sheaves
of truth garnered in home study are threshed by
keen criticism, fanned by the ventilation of ide:
until the true kernel only is left. In mutual in-
terchange and sifting of thought there is great advan-
tage. Thought awakens thought as iron sharpeneth iron,
Prof. Dramwond says that the advantages of a class or circle
are that one is carried through a subject in an orderly way.
Not only are new facts and new truths gained, but reading in
a circle helps us to come at them in such a way as to have
communicated to us a sense of their proportion, harmony, and
relation. Masses of truth or facts without arfrangement may
not only be worthless but pernicious,

In order to inculcate

the institution as a whole

truth into the heart and

is the result of Methodist
enterprise in the persons of
Bishop Vincent and Mr.
Lewis Miller. Bishop Vin-
cent is greatly beloved, and
whenever he visits the
grounds receives a great
ovation. The actual man-
agement of affairs is now in
the hands of his son, Dr.
George Vincent, who seems
to be a born general,

“The Hall of the Christ,”
a conception of Bishop Vin-
cent's, is not yet complete.
The walls are up, but the
inside is not finished. Tt is
a beautiful building, which
is to be filled with the finest
pictures, books, etc.. con-
cerning the life of Chri
Everything relating to “ the

life a Reading Circle must
be more than a literary
club. In order to do the
work it was intended for a
Reading Circle must be
permeated by the spirit of
Christ. Its mission must
be to awaken, to save, to
help.

People, as a rule, join &
club for the sake of the
good they can get out of
it.  What is needed is
men and women of culture
and ability willing to sac-
rifice in order to join a
Reading Circle for the
good they can put into it.
The work of the Reading
Course is hampered, in
some places, because the
members do not regard it

man of Nazaretn ” that can
possibly be secured is to be
here displayed.

At the present time, to intelligent people, Chautauqua is
easily the greatest and most attractive summer resort in exist-
ence, but plans for its improvement are now being prepared,
which will make it still greater, grander, and, we trast, more
effective for the good work which it is carrying on.

Benefits of the Reading Circle.
BY MISS IDELL ROGERS,

HOSE who have the selection of books for our Epworth
League Reading Course have brought the wealth of
literature into the Epworth League storehouse, Art,

science, philosophy, history, have been claimed for Christ and
made tributary to His cause.

There are many young people who keep on the safe side of
the line that separates the bad from the good in literature,
and yet carry on all mental culture in such an aimless way
that it is well-nigh profitless. The Reading Circle helps these
persons, as it is not only co-operative in its class system, but
also lays its hand upon the individual. By awakening a hun-
ger for truth, the Reading Circle does its members a noble
service. It is an agency that d ps independent thought.
‘What those who are acquiring knowledge have most carefully
to guard against is the chaotic mind, but this can be done by
the systematic study that class training gives, The thinker
may not always arrive at the truth, but the man who never
thinks independently is liable to make more blunders than he

HALL IN THE GROVE, OHAUTAUQUA.

as something higher than
a literary club, We all
agree that spiritual leaders
are needed for the Christian Endeavor and Missionary
Departments, but they are equally needed for the Literary
and Social Departments as well. You cannot take a single
drop of water from the ocean that is not permeated with its
salt, and there should be no hour or moment of life, no deep
wave of sorrow or ripple of mirth which the salt of a Christ-
like aim and motive does not permeate. Let us seek more
earnestly than ever before to write over the portal of every
department, * Holiness to the Lord” ; and when we elect

HALL OF CHRIST, AT CHAUTAUQUA.
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our officers, let us not think that any one who has a taste for
literature can look after the literary department. There is
need of consecration and spiritual enthusiasm here as else
where.

Enthusiasts for God ! Soldiers of a new and holy war, of
a nobler chivalry than that of arms, the symbols of which are
the white shield and the white cross, let us go forth with
power in our hearts that shall burn itself into action,—our
great purpose, the broadening and deepening of an intelli

spiritual life, the maintenance of purity of thought, the incul-
cation of lofty ideals, the enthronement of a living Christ as
King and Counsellor.

Cobourg, Ont.

Picturesque Grimsby.
L from Its Su ding!
BY A FORMER PASTOR.

In the closing songs of the Psalter the dominant note of the singer
“ Praise ye the Lord "

1%,

llf God'’s ancient people found so much place for praise, how
much more should we, who are inheritors of all the past—
we, who have come to know the Truth and have thereby

been made free —we, who have come to know the Son and in

Him have eternal life.

I use the pronoun “we” in an editorial sense—the Christian
world, and if the Christian world has so great reason to praise
the Lord, how much more we in this fuir land and clime «f
Canada.  And if the people of Canada have every reason to
say *“ Praise ye the Lord,” how much more we in this Niagara
peninsula.  Surely the lines have faller unto us in pleasant
places. We have a goodly heritage. Surely there are sermons
in our surround ngs ; suggestive ones at that. T would not
say that we far surpass the Garden of Eden, for T never was
there, and never saw nor knew anyone who was. God has
strangely kept that spot in uncertainty. But this I do know,
as our ey(s feast, a1 d our mouths taste, and our hands handle,
we have great reason to exclaim, * Praise the Lord.”

Our sourroundings, with their many suggestions, evoke this
song, “ Praise ye the Lord.” “ Whoso offereth praise glori-
fieth me.”—Ps. 50 : 23, When I speak of our surroundings I
mean that beautiful body of water lying to the north, the
mountain lying to the south, and the garden of Canada
betweer, with all its profusion and abundance,

1. First, then, come with me and let us turn our steps
toward the mountain, where we have provision for the majestic,
grand and sublime. As we view its bold face and adamantine
front our adoration is called forth. It speaks to us of ever-
lastingness. It says, * who can destroy me! I am ever of
old. T know no change. My days are not fleeting, as yours,
1 abide forever.”

In this, God and His word are suggested. God, Who is
from the beginning—Who is all powerful—and even though
men may fume and rage, “ He that sitteth in the heavens
shall laugh.” He is the same, yesterday, to-day and forever.
His word also abides, for

“ Firm as a rock His truth shall stand
When rolling years shall cease to move.”

The majesty of that towering mass speaks to me of the ever-
lasting God and His word. It speaks to me of protection and
shelter,  Our village, nestling ben ath its shadow, appears to
be so secure. The words of scripture immediately come to
our mind, * As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so
the Lord is round about His people.” What a protection
from the sun on a hot day in summer to get in the shadow of
that great rock. It was Jesus of whom the prophet Isaiah
was speaking when he said, “And a man shall be an hiding
place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as the
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.”

Look at that ravine, that prodigious cleft in the rock, as
though the united strength of the world had smitten the once
solid front a blow, resulting in the cleavage. What saith
that huge retreat to me ! for as one walks along its edge, turns
his eyes to the perpendicular sides, looks along and down its
deep recess, it is nothing short of gorgeous and grand. With
its hidden springs, ever and anon gushing out and sweetly
fertilizing the near by grass. I see in it all the

““ Rock of ages, cleft for me.”

T think of the rock smitten in the wilderness, whose gushing
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waters satisfied all the thirsty ones, of which a later writer in
the New Testament reminds us that “ That rock was Christ.”

Let us now climb its summit, and as we stand and gaze—
we stand and gaze, for spoken words so feebly express the
soul’s emotion, tha‘ silence is golden. What a panoramic
view—what a feast to the eyes! what a vision to the soul.
Surely Moses could not have witnessed a grander sight on
Pisgah’s Mount as he viewed the landscape o'er,  One is al-
most dizzy with delight and aggravated at Father Time
turning the hands on the dial, necessitating the entranced
sight-seer to make his descent.  Can we wonder at the poet
and hymnologist uttering so many songs redolent with
mountain prefume.

Can you wonder at Peter, James and John on the Mount of
Transfiguration becoming so dead to the common world below
that they would fain have remained on its height, especially,
as the Master was with them,

Is it any wonder that Jesus so often hied away to the
mountain when He wanted to commune with his Father. If
any atmosphere outside of the Church breathes of prayer it
surely is the mountain, Travellers going from Paris, with all
its noise and show, to sweet, quiet, mountainous Switzerland,
tell us that the soul that could resist the tendency to become
Christian has become extremely hardened. Just for a
moment let us turn our backs on'the lovely vista below, and
take a sweep of the level country beyond the mountain brow.
Here we see God’s provision for man’s necessities,. He has
clothed the smiling fields with corn. The yellow stubble
tells of the reaped grain, the fresh green bespeaks a bountiful
future— God’s promise for the days to come. The roots and
vegetables mean food for months for man and beast. The
trees of the field and giints of the partial forest tell of
stored sun’s rays far offsetting wintry winds and King Frost's
bites. Surely the prediction of St. Paul has been realized : —
“ But my God shall supply all.”

I1.  Next come with me as we descend the rugged steppes
and find ourselves on the level below. As we look around in
garden and orchard, in field and vineyard, we see God's great
provision for the luxuries of life. What a variety as to
kinds of plants, the ground crecpers, the bushy rows, the
trellis clingers, and the independent upright trees. What a
variety as to modes of growing, the strawberry on its little
individual stem, the raspberry rising higher on its dome-like
mould—the grapes in their pendant clusters, the pluin on its
short wiry stem, and the peach, unique in its adhering,
stemless, to the branch.

What a provision of God in nature as to time of maturing.
1 have often thought what a waste—what an inconvenience,
if all ripened at once. But first comes the luscious, pyra-
midal strawberry, then the irrepressille, hardy raspberrg,
with its dental annoying seeds ; next the ever beautiful peach,
50 attractive to the eye and refieshing to the gustatory
nerves ; then the oval plum of many sizes, colors and kinds ;
and the shapely pear, ever suggesting the continent of South
Africa ; then last the friend of all, the noble apple, peculiar to
our temperate zone, R S

As one looks at the latter he thinks of the righteous man ;
“he shall be like a tree that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season, Praise the Lord for such a variety of luxuries, for
their different times of ripening.  For five months the
husbandman is busy, hardly any cessation—one fruit follow-
ing hard after another, from the strawberry to the apple.

What a provision | Every gardener should read the first
three chapters of Gene-i+, and the fifteenth chapter of St.
John's Gospel As one walks through the viieyards his
thought reverts to the well-known words, “Iam the vine
and my Father is the husbandman.” The vine bears no fruit,
but oh how tenderly and lovingly it feeds the branches with
liquid nourishment in order that they may have all the glory
and joy of fruit bearing. The vine was the Eastern symbol of
joy, and no sight perhaps is more productive of joy than the
clinging vines with their rich and abundant clusters. But a
season comes when the husbandman puts in the knife and the
process of pruning takes place—here a gash, there a cutting,
but why ? that the branches may bring forth more fruit.

ITT. * Come with me now to our northern boundary and we
will wander by the water's edge, the lake, or in more scri
tural terms, the sea. Here God has given us stimulus for the
aesthetic and imaginative. Here again we have sermons in
our surroundings,  * The sen is His and He made it and His
hands formed the dry land.” The waters have furnished the
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poets with material for many songs. The contemplative man
enjoys his recreation near by the silent stream. Is it any
wonder that Jesus in the purity and loftiness of His soul

was 50 fond of the sea! The hymnologist has

expressed the
thought in one of cur songs

< Oh Galilee, blue Galilee,
Where Jesus loved so much to be

Come sing thy song again to me

For many souls the lapping waters have their sweet solo, while

the boisterous waves furnish the storm of the full orchestra
God's love is comparcd to the sea because of its wide

sweaps and impenetrable depth, and we are bidden “launch

r .
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horizon. If the day has been dull and dark with cloud and

rain we think of the effusion of the poet

¢ After a day of eloud and wind and rain,
Sometimes the setting sun breaks forth again
And touching all the darksome woods with light
Smiles on the fields until they laugh and sing
T'hen like a ruby from the horizon's
Drops down into the nigh

ving

We are reminded that our sun of life will also set some day,
sometime ; opportunity and privileges will be o'er as we sink
to rise no more, till

od comes to judge in the resurrection
These are grand mon
and do better.

morn 1ts when we determine to live

As we sit we lift our eyes to the broad expanse and see

EPWORTH LEAGUE MASS MEETING AT DETROIT

This plcture gives a very inadequate idea of the crowd which gathe

League Convention
twice as great.

Many of the people are hidden by the trees.

out into the deep,” that is, sweep out gn the broad bosom of
His love. Like the waters He is always giving! giving!!
giving!!! to the creatures whom He has made like the waters ;
giving does not at all impoverish him.

As I walked along the beach the other day I found the
fishermen were mending and winding their nets and mind
went back t» nearly nineteen hundred years ago, when by a
smaller body of water two men were engaged in the same
business, and as Jeses passed hy he looked upon the and
said : * Follow me and L will make you fishers of men.

Let us stroll eastward a mile or two and be seated on the
high bank in that historic and charming wood, Grimsby
Park. As we cast our eyes north-westward it is eventide, and
the king of day in his chariot of fire is hasten'ng to the

red in front of the City Hall at Detroit, during the Internation 1] Epworth
If the service had been held half an hour later, the attendanc

would have been

vessel or two upon the deep. If the ves el has a chart and

compass, if the rudder is in good working order, then all is
well. But, if through neglect the chart and compass have

been forgotten, and the rudder should fail, and a storm should
arise, then the shrieks and cries, as souls go down 1o a watery
grave. We think of muny who are thus situated on the sea
of life, blindly forging ahead, and as we do we pray that
God's spirit will guide them safely to Himself

We have all watched the steamer nearing the dock and th
passengers disembarking. A vessel on the deep is ever
picture of the human barque on the sea of life. If we are
Churist's, then we are sailing to the goodly land. One day,
after storms and tossings, waves and billows, we shall bear
along nobly into the haven of our Father's land. Friends

o
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gone before will be waiting on the shore. Soon the gang-
way of perfect trust will be thrown out, and we shall step
on the pier of perfect love and clasp the hands of our departed
ones, and to the strains of heavenly music we shall be escorted
into the grove of perfect vest, and as we see the face of our
Saviour, easily distinguished from all the others, we shall
sing more sweet and loud,

*“ Praise ye the Lord.”

Books.

BY REV. JOHN MORRISON,

HAT an embodiment of human history is compassed by
these five letters, the sun-dried or fire-burnt bricks of
the Assyrians, the papyrus of the Egyptians, the

vellum of the Jew, the wax-coated wood or ivory tablets of
the Grecians and Romans, and the paper of the moderns, each
in turn have served as media on which to record human
thought, action and desire. Solomon said: “Of making
many books, there is no end.” What would he say were he
alive now when books fall from the printing press as snow-
flakes from winter clouds, good, bad and indifferent—a few of
the first, many of the second, and an almost innumerable
number of the tl ird ?

Carlisle said : *In books lie the creative Phanix ashes of
the whole past, all that men have deserved, discovered, done,
felt or imagined, lie recorded in books, wherein who co has
learned the mystery of spelling printed letters may find it
and appropriate it.” Books are the “open sesame” by which
we enter and enjoy the enchanted castle of the dim and
shadowy past.

The precious gem is hidden beneath the eons of accretionary
rubbish and sedimentary deposit, and to reach them requires
patient toil and hard labok, yet does not the careful, earnest
miner turn from the rigors of his task, nor accept the easily
obtained crystal quartz for diamonds, nor fools' gold for the
genuine article. The pure gems and precious gold in lit-
erature, the principles of eternal truth and righteousness,
laid down in books by inspired and uninspired men, are well-
nigh lost to sight beneath the accretionary rubbish deposit of
the ages ; let the painstaking student dig for them; not fill
the pockets of the mind with the false and the impure, because
easily obtained, but seek out the true and the pure.

Afountain cannot rise above its source, nor the family or
individual above their reading. No reading means mentally,
a barren wilderness state ; poor and low reading, a mental
state comparable to a cesspool ; reading only the best, an
enlightened mind, quickened intelligence and loftier aspira-
tions. But, alas! so many are reading ‘ The Ships that Pass
in the Night” class, which, to the immature minds at least,
ought to pass in the night so they may not see thew, for their
teaching is not fit for the light of day, as the after taste is
that of daubt and despair, not joy and hope; they have no
time to scale the lofty heights of sublime literature, but, like
Bunyan’s “ Man with the Muck-Rake,” they grovel in the
dirt and dwell in the dark valley, when they should be on the
mountain peaks of God’s faith and practice. He or she who
enters the downward course of reading should have inscribed
}:ell;)re their eyes Dante’s discovered words over the gate of

ell :

““ All hope abandon, ye who enter here.”

But as Beatrice in time led him out of that low and vile
place and up the bright and shining way to heaven, so may
some Beatrice spirit come and lead all who have taken the
down grade on the rapid road of low reading to the upper
slope, where the immortelles of God are blooming ever bright
and fair.

Good heoks are a long range telephone by which we con-
verse with the best mind thought in every age; in the
seeming solitude of the study we are not alone, but are in
telephonic touch with the giant minds of both past and
present. Good books are a kinetoscope by which we have
projected on thie meutal retina the deeds and ‘actions of the
noblest earth has seen, and as we listen and hear, look and
see, our study | an h d ace, paved with
which the temple of Arbaces, with its mystic vision of the
future, as revealed to Ione, is as dust and ashes.

Where is my study, and of what books must my library
consist! now may the reader ask. It may be the costly
furnished room, in splendid mansion, with walls shelf-laden
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with 1 | , ill i by the harnessed light
ning, or it may be the chimney corner in the frontier or back
woods pioneer log cabin, with its Bible, Baxter’s Saints’ Rest,
Pilgrim’s Progress, Shakespeare and Milton, and for liﬂht
the blazing hickory or old fashioned hearth. The latter has
brought forth as good as the former, for the test must always
be a qualitative, not a quantitive one; and those who
saturate themselves with the splendid principles contained
in the books mentioned will be neither illiterate nor poorly
furnished for the great battles of life, But whether the home
be lordly mansion or peasant cottage, guard the door by
which books are carried in; let strictest quarantine code
prevail ; the moral and spiritual sanitarian and God-appointed
guardian of the home be as alert and watchful for the sensual
microbe and double entendre bacillus, as are our health
authorities, for the germs of the Asiatic cholera or Bubonic
plague, and against all such let the verdict be “ instantaneous
cremation,”

Springfield, Ont.

Scope of the Literary Depart-
" ment.
BY MISS CLARA WALLACE.

I T OR a League to shut itself up simply to meetings that are
entirely devotional is to forget to be as wise as serpents.
The wide-awake pastor expects, or ought to expect, the

League to be an efficient and a practical helper in all the enter-
prises of the Church. In short, so long as it keeps to its
rightful place and is to the pastor a supplement of, and not a
substitute for, his labors, it may be to him hands, feet, eyes
and ears, As physical exercise develops the body, as religious
work quickens ‘our spiritual life, so study increases brain
power. Christianity means wholeness of being, body and
spirit.  Paul preached both to the Jews and Greeks the doc-
trine of a perfect manhood—perfect not only on one side of
his nature, but on every side. 'The sacredness of man's body,
the culture of his intellect and purity of his heart—all sancti-
fied by one Spirit and consecrated to one great sublime object
of life—that is the scope of the Christian religion. No part
of man's nature is superfluous, and the spirit of the Christian
life must touch and ennoble all.

Now, the Literary Department of the Epworth League
aims at the culture and develop of the intell
element in the trinity of the human being. And the Consti-
tution of the League, more than that of any other similar
organization, has been wisely arranged and adapted to meet
the claims of the youthful mind as well as the heart.

In the Constitution, literary work is specified as embracing
« Bible study, essays, lectures, debates, courses of study, read-
ing courses.” Such an outline presents a task that lies within
the possibilities of every League, to some extent at least.

Granting the claim, then, that real literary work means mental
culture, and that Christian culture means Christian chars.ter,

‘a8 a result there is clearly a very intimate relation existing

between such a work and that which is called “spiritual.”

The two departments are co-related, and, in a large measure,

are interdependent.

(Gireat revivals of spiritual life among the people have usually
been followed by revivals of intellectual life and activity. To
this, England, Scotland, Germany, Holland and America bear
ample testimony ; and these revivals of letters have reac
in promoting the reformation and evangelization of the world.
To this the missionary awakening and zeal in the Church, in
the colleges and Leagues bear unmistakeable evidence.

True culture is more than religion’s “ hand-maid ” so called ;
it is part of the Christian religion and essential to its highest
type. There is not so much danger of our placing too high a
value on mental culture as there is that we underestimate the
value of the Literary Department to vast numbers of young

le.
peo!g twith ding the splendid advantages offered in these

of © sp

days for a liberal education, it remains-to be said thata large
majority of our {oung men and women are every year crowded
past the doors of the High School and out into the busy world.
Our Church would be recreant in her duty and to her privi-
lege if she did not open a way by which these could carry
forward their studies in the Bible, in biography, in history, in
philosophy, in science and in art.
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Literary culture and effort are facts in the question of per-
sonal preparation for the highest service. ~Are we not send-
ing out to distant lands men and women who are equipped
with the latest achievements of our scholarship and culture !

Paul was not less but more useful because his learning was
in advance of that of the rest of the disciples. John Wesley and
Martin Luther were not less but vastly better prepared to
serve God and the world by having received the Divine call
while standing within college halls. We should be false to
our professed appreciation of what Christian culture and
Christian teaching have been to others if we did not seek to
inspire the young people of our day with a desire to gain
knowledge,

Literary pursuits open to the Leaguer a new world, in
which he finds new light and royalty of true wealth that
makes him a richer and a nobler soul. Superficial thinking
leads to superficial work, and an empty head is closely related
to an empty hand and heart.

There is no habit of our lives about which we are less care-
ful than that of reading, unless it be the habit of talking, and
T expect if in the latter particular we feel ourselves to be sin-
ners, the cause might be traced back, in some degree at least,
to a want of carefulness in the former. Who can measura
the delight and blessing that reading gives to our lives!
What enjoyment, what elevation, what instruction, what
inspiration come to us from the printed page! The best
thought of the great minds of all ages preserved to us,

Of more importance than our manner of reading is the
matter we choose. The average small boy set before a well-
filled table, with unrestricted powers of selection, will, in
nearly nine cases out of ten, reach for the pie or tart. Are
we not much like him in helping ourselves from the vast
spread of literature. Do we not generally reach for the liter-
ary pie—the book that tickles the taste, that excites the fancy
and feeds the imagination ! Witness the records of our pub-
lic libraries. Which class of literature is most patronized !
1s it not fiction ! To devote one’s self to that class of reading
is like deciding on a diet of pastry, and very poorly cooked
pastry at that.

Thank God there are presses at work on pure, wholesome
literature. Itis a matter of congratulation that wise provision
has been made for mental culture in the operations of the
Literary Department of our Epworth League. In the read-
ing of such a book as “The Young People’s Wesley,” by W.
Macdonald, the Leaguer’s heart will have kindled under the
glowing story of wmagnificent courage, heroic sacrifice, ener-
getic aggression, untiring zeal, miraculous success and sweep
of world-wide conquest of the great itinerant of the last cen-
tury and his coadjutors and successors.

& A knowledge of the real things in the objective world
about us and the laws that govern them in their inter-rela-
tions is of practical value to every man.” Interest and pleas-
ure will also be derived to enhance the value of such a study.
« Nature's Miracles,” by Elisha Gray, Ph.D., LL.D., cannot
do otherwise than lead every reader from nature to nature's

God.
« A Help for Common Days,” by J: R. Miller, D.D., seeks
to show why it is worth while to live earnestly at whatever

cost.

This year we in Canada will study three books, which com-
prise our Reading Course :

Volume IL of “ Nature’s Miracles,” by Elisha Gray ; “ Les-
sons in Life,” by Timothy Titcomb ; and “Our Church,” by
Jesse Lyman Hurlbut.

Broad is indeed the scope of such a set of books. In the
reading of such literature, in the careful study of the same,
we cannot as young people but be more spiritual, more evan-
gelistic, more fraternal, more intelligently loyal, more widely
and truly cultured, more delicately attentive in the Spirit of
Christ to all whom winsome, consecrated youth may win to
Christ and the Church. These ends, if attained, and this
training, if it accomplish what it was intended to do, will
entail effects far beyond those originally sought for.

Teague training seeks to make culture spiritual and infuse
spirituality with the highest information and intelligence. So,
trained in systematic reading, the Leaguer will have uired
familiarity with the volumes, with their contents, and will
acquire knowledge as well as zeal, and be broadened himself.
The thought has often occurred to me that it might ofttimes
be better if some of our League meetings were diminished
and a more frequent gathering take place to study some good
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book, and master the study of same. Let us remember that
all our works, a'chough it is our bounden duty and privilege
to perform them, have no saving virtue in themselves, and
have not been the means of procuring our inheritance for us ;
for it is by His grace we are saved, through faith ; and that
not of ourselves, “It is the gift of God, not of works, lest
any man should boast.”

We, as Epworth Le guers, have a great and glorious work
before us. The soldier requires training before 'o can face
the enemy, and so the Ohristian soldier requires preparation
before he can go forth into service, for he has an enemy who
is very sure to find the smallest break in the armour into
which he may send his fiery dart ; for *“ we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the ruler of the darkness of this world, against spir-
itual wickedness in high places.”

God never places us in a position where we cannot grow
and develop. When we are not sending branches upward we
may be sending roots downward.

The spirit that should permeate all our work is “ to have
none of self and all of Christ,” that He may mould us to His
will and make the fruit of each life to come forth perfect, rich
and full. For His work it does not need that we should be
great or one known of men. The sweet wood-violet nestling
by the brook-side is fulfilling the mission of its Master as well
as the most stately garden flower.

«“ Blessed are ye that sow wside all waters.”

Toronto, Ont,
v Fleet.
My gal wrk sailed out at morn,
Out on the tide ;

Fair blew the wind, serene the skies,
I laughed in pride.

The welcome waves like faithful friends
Rolled in its track ;

The ship was youth—I watched in vain,
1t came not back.

Still brave of heart, a second craft
1 sent to sea,

‘Wealth, friends, and honor from afar
To bring to me.

A passing captain spoke it once,
Such is report ;

Though signalled oft, my ship of Hope
Comes not to port.

Then, feeling deep and anxious still
To do my best,
A loyal fleet, with captains bold,
Sailed to the west.
The big four-masters, “ Industry,”
“ Economy,
« Ambition,” “ Fame,” they too were lost ;
Alas for me!

But faith unmoved persuaded me
To try again,
And so the ship of love I sent
Across the main.
Quick the return, and loaded deep
With charity ;
O happy ship, fitted to bear
Life's argosy !
—The Outlook.

A way and a woman and a little child boarded a
street car. The conductor missed them in collecting the
fares. The little child began to call the attention of the
woman to the oversight, but the woman shook the child and
enjoined silence. And yet some day the man and woman
will wonder why their child turned out a liar and a thief !
Isa child without discernment and susceptibility ! Tt is
drinking in dard pti hrough every pore.
Every act of deception to which it is a party is a lesson
leaving its enduring imprint.  Let us show a child nothing
that ought not to be incorporated in its life.
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Training in Early Childhood.

BY MR, L. A. SOVEREIGN,

ING my life there has come to me scores of times a

D feeling of sadness, when I see so many going for years

unconverted, spending the best years of their life in not
serving the Master,

I have pondered the problem much, and have come to the
conclusion that one great cause of this is the lack of proper
home-training. There are many other reasons for human
failures, but I think this the greatest.

The duties of parents are certainly very important. In the
home the child gets its first notions and opinions, forms its
first habits, etc, all of which go far—very far indeed —to
make or mar its future life.

Anyone will admit that it requires thought — careful, pains-
taking thought—to produce the best results in any work,
This is patent to all. Now, do the parents of children
exercise the best thought of which they are capable in caring
for the physical, mental, moral and religious needs of their
children? Parents are willing to make great sacrifices, and
to work hard and late to store up property for their children,
or to arrange to get their sons and daughters educated.  Are
they willing to make the same effort and equal sacrifice for
their moral and spiritual uplifting?

The children of our land spend several hours of each day
for five days a week in a public school, but [ am afraid some
parents—yea, even Christian parents—are satisfied with a
paltry hour in Sabbath School on Sunday. Is not daily
spiritual food as necessary as daily physical or mental to
produce the most harmonious results |

The education of a child starts shortly after birth, and
ends at death. Most certainly, a part of that education, to
those who are parents, is to study carefully how best to rear
children in all that pertains to their well-being.

One great cause of the neglect of parents to study this
matter is the lack of means as hand put in an available form,
easily understood by people of ordinary education. Some
organized effort is necessary.

The need of better home-training is plainly and painfully
apparent, and how best to attain it is now the question. In
the plan outlined below I have thought of a way which I
trust will help towards solving the problem.

My plan is as follows :

1. Have a department organized in each League, in which
+the members would be parents or guardians, or others able to
influence children.

9. Have two classes of members—Christian and non-
Christian—each class pledged by a suitably worded pledge to
study how best to advance the physical, mental, moral and
spiritual well being of the children under their care.

3. Have a regular course of Bible studies, as in Sabbath
School.

4. Have the:e lessons taught from illustrated books or
leaflets or papers.

5. Have children early taught to pray, learn the catechism,
ete.

6. Have a weekly paper, to be taken by each member, in
which would be notes on Bible lessons to be studied ; a long
series of easily understood articles on the proper management
of children.

The foregoing is my plan, each step of which I deem
important, though any could be modified to suit varying
circumstances.

There are many books published suitable for teaching all
the things enumerated above. Many parents would study
such books if they knew of them, and knew where to get
them, and fully understood the good to be gained from the
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ways suitable to the varying circumstances of people. It may
not be practical, but I trust that if it be not that it will
start some one else thinking, who will evolve a scheme more
suitable for this work so urgently needed. What do you
think of it, fellow-leaguers and Christian workers !

Of course, such a plan or some other plan to influence
parents is necessary in all churches and iu all lands.

Round Plains, Ont.

Nothing Else So Influential.

A BOOK is hard to measure. It is not definable in inches,
—s0 wide, so deep, so high. It is as wide as the
opportunities of the human race. It is as deep as the

degradation of humanity. 1s is as high as the aspirations of
the human soul. It is not made of so much paper, white as
the infants spirit, inscribed with the author’s thought. Tt is
made of grinding defeats and vast victories, of the gloom and
gladness of the ages of the alertness and the anguish of the
centuries, 1t took all the experience of the world to make
the modern book.

Nothing else is influential. The black man who came to
England with Livingstone understood the picture gallery, for
the face of his own child answered to the faces of Raphael's
cherubs.  He understood the cathedral, for it reminded him
of his own altars and funeral hymns. He understood the
city, for it was like many towns brought together in one.
But there was one thing the savage could not understand. Tt
was the great library crowded from floors to ceilings with
books ; strange white pages, with little marks, over which
the reader bowed as one who listened to voices in the silence,
while smiles or tears showed on the reader’s face as clouds
and sunshine chase each other across the meadows. No
fetish, no necromancy, no African snake-charming, was like
that. The greatest conjurer in the world is a book. Open
it. Out of the misty past come trooping kings and queens
and warriors and statesmen and knights and martyrs and
scholars of half-forgotten ages. ~We meet the world’s
greatest, wisest, meanest, worst, best ; know their manners,
foibles, as we know the people of our own household. When
we are tired of reviewing the kingdoms, empires, civilizations,
of the centuries, as if we were indeed the children of Him
with whom a thousand years are but as yesterday when it is
past and as a watch in the night, we close the book, and the
glory of the ages is banished The wandering Jew is eclipsed.
He could tell us what is most worth seeing in twenty
centuries, but the books tell us of all centuries.—J. C. Shel-
land, Ph.D.

Book.s in Turkey.

Nl, LYS, when advertisements of the latest novel
confront one on every side, it is strange to read of a
country where literary enterprise is unknown. Such

a land, says Henry Otis Dwight, is Turkey. He describes in
The Book-Lover the methods of the booksellers in the bazaars

at Constantinople.

No one of the booksellers, he says, pays more attention to
possible purchasers than he does to the hungry dogs which
nose the moist pavement in hopes of finding choice morsels of
food. Grave, preoccupied and serene, the Oriental merchant
is content to be surrounded by his books ; he seems almost to
grudge the interruption of his calm by a sale. He is, how-
ever, always willing to display his treasures to any one whom
he recognizes as a fellow lover of literature.

Many of the books are in manuscript, for the Turk loves
beautiful calligraphy, and has scarcely yet recovered from his
distrust of print. When books were first printed in Turkey,

study of such literature. Others could be best hed
through the medium of a weekly paper.

The above would probably call for another vice-president.
There are good reasons why the pastor should take this part
of the work. It might be advisable for a visitor or visitors
to be appointed, the same as in the home department of the
Sabbath School work

The results of such work would well repay all the efforts
required, though the eflects would possibly not be at once
apparent,

The p'an outlined above could be filled in as to details in

it was 'y to the ious doubts of pos-
sible purchasers by a certificate issued by the Sheik-ul-Islam,
and duly bound in each volume, to the effect that “Nothing
in the law of God forbids printing ”

The Koran, although more in demand than any other book,
may not be sold, because to require of any man a price for
that which is considered necessary to his salvation the Moslem
holds to be a sin. But, by a recognized and acce ted fiction
in which no one sees any evil, the man who wishes, and can
afford, a Koran, easily gets it. He merely points to the copy
he desires and requests the bookseller to present it to him.

R - - R R
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“If you will make me a gift of five dollars,” replies the
merchant, politely, I shall be glad to bestow it upon you as
a present.”

The typical Turkish bookseller loves old books, old manu-
seripts and the wisdom of the ancients. The familiar phrases
“ just out” and “best selling book of the year” would have
no attraction for him. There is, it is true, a small pile of thin
little modern Turkish books tucked away inconspicuously
upon one of his shelves ; books written by representatives of
that “ Young Turkey” in which, to Western thought, lies the
one hope for Turkish literature and progress. Call his atten-
tion to them and ask by whom they were written, and he
replies, with a gesture of low disdain, “A lot of apes.”

How It Developed Them.

THAT the Gospel really opens one's life to the fullest
powers was shown not long ago in a most unlooked for
place. That the young people’s movement has heen a
factor in the same direction was also incidentally illustrated.
A certain business house called its drummers and office men
together to discuss the affairs of the business. In order to
create a spirit of good cheer a fine banquet was spread, with
“reports” from the field in the way of after diuner speeches,
Ench man was expected to give the conditions on his field,
and to make such recommendations as he deemed wise. None
of these men were ‘*speakers,” but each man was supposed to
know how to present his case in an intelligent way. It was
a singular experience ; the Christian young men in that group
were the calmest men, self-possessed, and spake with clearness
and point ; it so happened that they were also in touch with
the young people’s movement, and had some experience in
addressing small companies of people. Without an exception,
the non Christian young men in that group had a hard time
of it ; they did not know what to do when they got on their
feet ; while the nominally Christian fellows in that company,
who were too busy to be allied with active Christian service,
came near to being failures also, A visitor at the banquet,
in speaking of the matter afterwards, said, “I never was so
impressed with the practical helpfulness of this young people’s
movement in the common affairs of life, as I was that night.”
The suggestion opens up serious thinking. The truth is, the
Gospel of Jesus Christ always enlarges one’s faculties; if being
a Christian does not make one a better business man, a
clearer-headed lawyer, a stronger physician, a more skilled
hanic —there is thing wrong with the religion such
people are supposed to have. Christ is the Enlarger of life ;
and ““all life is one.” So it must needs be that the greatest
quickening of all the faculties of one's being comes through a
surrunder of life to Jesus Christ. What a world it would be
if all men believed it !—Baptist Union.

He Who Reads, Rules.

KNOW a man, says a writer in the Saturday Evening
Post, who, quite early in life, adopted for his motto this
legend : He who reads, rules. He probably found it in

the back part of his dictionary, but it seemed to him as if the
practical wisdom of all the ages was speaking to him through
these words, and he made them his guiding star. He was
taken out of the village school when bat twelve years old,
put to work in a shop, and such education as he had was
confined to the “three R's,” and was quite limited even in
them.

Beginning to read without guide or plan, he continued in
that rut for some years, but gradually he began to choose
between the wheat and chaff’ o% literature, until his reading
was along lines that naturally led to an interest in what was
helpful and solid, and formed a foundation upon which to
build better things.

At twenty-one he had worked his way out of the factory
and was a successful salesman in a large wholesale store with
a salary far exceeding his earlier dreams. No small part of
his success was due to the fact that he was, in the broad
sense, an educated man with a fund of knowledge that was
practical because it had been well digested. The city library
had been his college, and the greatest minds of all the ages
had been his teachers.
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The same day that he went into the factory a schoolmate
of the same age went to work in another shop. The two had
been in the same classes, were of equal ability, and of about
the same standing. The shop boy’s family was in better
standing than that of the factory lad, and in a position to
bring influence to push him upward, so that his future was
much brighter than that of the other boy.

But his idea was that when one had worked all day he
should devote his evenings to recreation, and reading or study
did not come under this head. A day came when a higher
position was open to him if he was competent to fill it, but
after a trial he had to confess that he was not equal to the
demands ; he settled down into a common workman and is
working at a tinner's bench to-day.

Little things lead to advancement, though they seem so
trivial at the time.

Will Grow Rapidly.

ET aside a small per cent. of \our income per month to be
S spent.for books, and you will be astonished how rapidly
your collection will grow. Another thing: After you
have gathered your fundamentals, make it a rule to read
every new book before buying another. This is a habit of
thoroughness that will prevent every form of prodigality.

Buy only nicely-bound books. We do not mean always
buy expensive bindings, but bindings that are neat and sub-
stantial. Kschew paper-backs, If books are our friends—
and indeed they are—there is no reason why we should not
be as loath to see them in a cheap costume as any other of
our friends. Besides, a poor binding and poor printing are
not economical when viewed from the standpoint of wear and
looks.

This habit of book-buying is most earnestly commended to
all ; follow it, and the passion for literature will grow until
one can understand what Fenelon meant when he said : “If
the crowns of all the kingdoms of the empire were laid down
at my feet in exchange for my books and love of reading, I
would spurn them all.”

Charged With Life.

E VERY great b ok is charged with life; the measure of
its greatness is the degree in which it has been vitalized
by the great nature out of which it issued. This vital
power is the heart and soul of the book, and to get at it and
possess it is the highest task and the supreme reward of the

reader of the book. When he has reached a%point where, his
intelligence alert and eager, he unconsciously absorbs the
book, he has become co-operative with the writer, and, in a
sense, on a level with him, It is to such readers that the
great minds speak, and from such readers they hold back
nothing they have learned of the mystery of life and art.—
Hamilton W, Mobie.

Tuere is no frigate like a book
To take us lands away,
Nor any courser like a page
Of prancing poetry.
This traverse may the poorest take
Without oppress of toll ;
How frugal is the chariot
That bears a human soul !
— Emily Dickinson.

Tukre are two words which ought never to be heard by a
young boy or girl—*“luck” and “chance,” the two verbal
scapegoats on which are laid half the sins and follies of the
race. If there is anything which is essential to the moral
health and strength of a boy or girl, it is to plant deep in the
consciousness the fact that this is an ordered world ; that a
man reaps that which he sows; that he secures the rewards
for whicﬁshe is willing to make the effort, and gains the prizes
for which he is willing to pay the price in labor, self-denial,
and strength. It is true that there are cases in which force
of circumstances seem to make it impossible to succeed, but
failure oft means success.—Outlook.
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Anecdotal.

A Bargain.

A British officer, who had an idea
that his good wife was paying too high
for household supplies, undertook to
show her how business ought to be done.

“My dear,” he said the other day,
“ that” baker of yours is swindling you.
He ought to give seven of these buns for
sixpence. I hnow I can get seven for
sixpence.”

So the major set off, and when he
reached the baker’s shop he pointed to
a pile of buns on the counter and said in
his sweetest manner. 1 wan. seven of
those buns for sixpence.”

« But—" said the girl in attendance.

“No ‘buts’ in the matter,” thundered
the major. *If you don’t give me seven
of those buns for sixpence I'll go to
another shop where I know I can get
them.”

« Well, sir, if you insist,” said the girl,
IS ey

“T do insist,” interrupted the major.

The girl then counted seven buns into
a paper bag and handed it to the major
in exchange for his sixpence, and the
gallant warrior went home triumphant.

“ Look,” said he to his wife, “what
firmness can do. I have got these seven
buns for sixpence.”

“ Yes, dear,” said the lady, “no doubt
you have ; but don't you see you should
have got more than seven for sixpence.
These are ha'penny buns !”

Book-Hungry.

“ Johnny took home ‘The Boys of
76 again last night. T think this is the
12th time.” The school-teacher sighed
over her Saturday down.town lunch with
a friend. “1 beg your pardon,” she said.
«Of course you are not interested in my
pupils.”

“ But I am, indeed. Why has Johnny
taken home one book twelve times "

« Because I have no other history
story and he's crazy about history.
Johnny’s mother washes for a living, and
he has special permission to stay at home
Mondays to turn the wringer for her.
Every Friday night he takes a book
home from the little library I have col-
lected in my school-room. You don’t
know how hungry the children are for
books, and many of them never see one
except those from the school library.
These are read over and over.”

“Why, I have a lot of books T never
look at.  You make me ashamed. Won't
you take them? I never dreamed of
any one not having enough books.”

ithin the week two big boxes con-
taining sixty books were sent to the
schoolhouse.” There were reference and
story books, books of travel, history and
poetry, and many volumes of one of the
standard magazines that had a thousand
and one nights’ entertainment in them.

In the course of a few days the donor
got an important-looking document in
the mail. It was drawn up in formal
style that was in contrast to the round,
childlike hand in which it was written :

“ We, the pupils of Room — of the —
School, hereby extend to you our most

heartfelt thanks for sending us so many
interesting books. We appreciate your
kindness very much indeed.”

To this was appended forty-two
signatures of children, The lady felt as
if she had not deserved this, but she
folded the paper and put it among her
personal papers, as a reminder to
herself and to friends to whom she
could sbow it that, while some are sur-
feited, others, often within a stone’s
throw, are starving for books.

This little story is told here and now
because this is the season when homes
are being shut up for the summer and
the well to-doare often glad to get rid of
old lumber, books included. Other
things can be destroyed, but a book is
sacred. No one can throw away, or
burn up, a good book with a good con-
science ; o books for which noone in the
house has a particle of use are carefully
packed and unpacked year after year.
A postal card to a school teacher, a
hospital nurse, or mission Sunday-school
teacher would often find out the book-
hungry.—The Little Chrenicle,

Under An Atlantic Liner.

On a recent voyage from New York to
Liverpool by a White Star liner, a very
charming young Englishwoman had a
seat at the captain’s table, in close prox-
imity, although unknown to her, of a
well'known and expert oceanographer,

“(aptain,” she said, suddenly, bend-
ing her glance upon the courteous skip-
per, “can you tell me exactly how far
we are from land 1"

“ From the nearest land 1"

“1f you please,” was the reply.

“Then you had better ask Mr. Wy-
man, on your left. He is better up in
such matters than I. My business is
only with what I can see with my two
eyes, or hit with my ship’s bows during
a fog. Mr, Wyman, would you mind
telling Miss A. how far we are from
land 1"

While the company stared at this odd
speech, the gentleman addressed pulled a
chart from his pocket. From another
pocket he produced a watch. He con-
sulted both, and said, gravely :—

At our present rate of speed, at 7.15
pm., we should be in latitude 47 deg.
10 min,, longitude 38 deg. 41 min.”
Here he tapped lightly with his finger
the spot upon the chart answering to this
description.  “We are now, therefore,
just about seventy yards from land.”

Naturally a thrill of amazement ran
through the company. Some of the
more nervous ones had sudden visions of
shipwreck ; others, in spite of the gravity
of the gentleman who had furnished this
extraordinary information, began to
laugh it off as a joke.

“Seventy yards!” they cried, “more
like eight hundred miles. Is thisland
to the east, west, north or south '—for we
have never heard of an island in mid-
Atlantic, at least not on this course.”

“Ladies and gentlemen,” responded
Mr. Wyman, imperturbably, *you are
evidently of those who only believe
what you actually see. The land T
speak ~of is just thirtysix fathoms
beneath this ship, Tt is the summit of
the Laura Ethel Mountain, which is just
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twenty thousand feet above the lowest
level of the Atlantic basin. 1f it were
some two hundred feet higher, or the
sea were two hundred feet lower, you
would call it an island.”

The laugh was thus very neatly turned
on the company, and for the remainder
of the voyage much more interest was
evinced by the passengers in submarine
geography than they had ever felt before,
and whenever the question, *“ How far is
it from land 1" was asked, it was alwavs
added that the meaning was in a horizon-
tal and not a vertical sense,

Thanks chiefly to the labors of the
cabie-laying and cable-repairing * ships,
our knowledge of the configuration of the
bed of the ocean grows greater annually.
Oceanography as a science may be said
to date only from about 1850

The Laura Ethel Mountain is the
uttermost peak of one of the most cele-
brated of the submarine elevations in
the Atlantic. [t was discovered in 1878
and figures on all recent charts. Ad-
jacent soundings showed a depth of two
thousand fathoms, so that the discovery
of a depth of only thirtysix fathoms
created much surprise, It has been
repeatedly explored by the sounding-line,
until now, after a quarter of a century
of acquaintanceship, its contour and
characteristics are almost as well known
as many peaks of the Alps or Andes.
Yet its moist surroundings will probably
for ever preclude Messrs. Whymper and
Fitzgerald from scaling its sides, al-
though this feat has frequently been
performed by various aquatic travellers,
who build nests, lay eggs, frolic and
perish on its summt.

It needs but a glance at the chart of
the ocean’s bed to perceive that all the
islands of the main are merely the svia
mits of hills. Some are more precipitous
than others, as the Azores and Cape
Verde Islands, whose hidden slopes
decend almost abraptly for some thous-
and fathoms or so.—Strand.

Used in The Business.

The reasons which lead men to choose
a certain trade or profession are often
perhaps no more sensible than the
reason the boy in the following story
from a New York paper gave for want-
ing a place in a bank. The president of
the bank told the story at his club.

“T don’t taink I ever told you of our
redheaded office boy, Brickbat,” remarked
the bank president after the rest had
each told a story.

“ Never did,” was the answer,

“ Well,” continued the speaker, “he
came to me with recommendations from
his [uther, who was a schoolmate of
mine up in Steuben county. After I
read the note from his father I told the
boy to take off his hat, sit down ina
chair and tell me why he wanted to be
a banker. His answer was:

“'Cause I'm good ‘at multiplying.”

“ Well,” said I, can’t you subtract and
divide too "

“Oh, yes,” he said, “but because a
banker wants to make all he can, T
thought you wanted a boy who could
multiply.”

“T hired him on the strength of that.”
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Quiet Hour.
The Morning Watch.

All hail, good soldier of the King of
kings,

And would you kindly tell us how so
bright

You keep your armour always, day or
night?

«Ever before the sun his first ray flings

My soul unto my King its tribute brings,

And from His countenance beams such a
light

As makes my being thrill with glad
delight,

And I enraptured in His presence stand;

And from that Presence darkness flees

away
All dross of soul beneath His gentle
hand
Doth vanish as T humbly kneel and pray,
Awed and subdued in audience so grand;
And when I rise to face the new-born day
My armor glistens : Do you understand ! b
— William Ellsworth Witter.

“All's Well.”

A traveler returning from Europe re-
lates how, one beautiful Sunday evening
on the steamship Oceanic, in midocean, a
large group of Welshmen sang beautifully,
both in Welsh and in English, tho great
old church hymns. There were more
than two thousand passengers, and nearly
all were listening with delight. Just at
dark, they sang *‘Jesus, lover of my soul.”
After singing it in Welsh, they repeated
it in English. Just as they finished the
line, Safe into the haven guide,” the
captain on the bridge tapped three bells.
The watchman on the first lookout re-
peated the three taps loudly on his larger
bell, and sent out over the decks and out
over the waves the cry: *All's well!”
Far up in the crow’s mest, nearly one
hundred feet from the deck, the watch
man in the second lookout caught it up,
and sent it out farther yet into the ocean’s
darkness. “All's well!” A gentleman
standing by the traveler's side on the deck
remarked : “ Wouldn't it be fine if every
soul on this great liner could, from the
heart and for himself, echo it yet again,
and fling it up to the angels above, “All's
well 1 "— Louis Albert Banks.

One Step Enough for Me.

Lord, there are times when I get work
to do whose good T cannot see. Some-
times, before the walls of Jericho, there
is put into my hands a trumpet when 1
think it shouid be a sword. Sometimes
I am sent a long circuitous march when
I expect to be retained for the assault.
These moments are very hard to me. It
is not the work that is hard ; it is the
want of vision. It is easy enough to blow
& trumpet ; it is . light thing to walk
round the city. The hard thing is to see
the gocd of it, to believe that I am not
shunted from the race. Help me at such
moments, O Lord, to say, ‘“One step
enough for me!” When the distant
scene is denied me, when the gloom en-
circles me, when the things of to-morrow
are veiled from me, help me to say, “One
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step enough for me!” When the voice
of Moses is heard no more on the hill,
when the song of Miriam has been
drowned by the roar wind, when the
fire of the bush has been hid by the inter-
vening trees, help me to sa One step
enough for m Let that one step be
the ordered step, the commanded step.
Let me not ask how the scund of my
trumpet can aid the fall of Jericho. Let
me not ask why 1 am to go round about
when there is a short and easy way. [If
1 am not to be Moses let me be Joshua ;
if 1 am not to see the whole let me see
nothing —let me leave all to Thee. 1
would have no half-vision, O, my Father,
for half-vision is a misleading thing.
Either let me see the Promised Land with
Moses or with Joshua. Let me be led
blindfold by Thee. When I see not the
Promised Land, let me feel the Promised
Hand. When I behold not Thine Ararat,
let me touch Thine arm. When I view
not Thy glovy let me have Thy guidance.
When there is no dove from heaven, let
there be a duty of the hour. When I
have lost sight of Thy coming let me
strain the ear for Thy command. T shall
not weep the want of the wing if only 1
can say, *One step enough for me."—Geo,
Matheson, D.D., in “Joshua the Prosaic.”

As Thy Day.

Not as my day, or the day of some one
else. Not as yesterday. Not as to-
morrow. Each™ day for itself. Each
individual for himself. Life is not a
repetition, nor a return to its past self.
Life is a continuity, and yet life is ever
new. Life coming out of the past, and
yet always going on into a future unlike
that which has been. Life's newness is
a perpetual characteristic which forever
keeps it from being tired of itself.

Then there is something comforting in
the thought that my journey each day is
over an untraveled road, and each day
the Guide says to me, “You have not
gone this way before.” This is not yester-
day, nor last week, nor last year, much
less forty years ago. There are moun-
tains to see to-day never before within the
range of vision. There are fair landscapes
drawn by the artist of the universe for your
oyes to see. There are songs which will
ring from the very music of the spheres
which only are for your ears. The blue
of the sky, the song of the birds, the pen-
ciling of the fair flowers along your path,
are for this day only. Along with all
these will come trains of new thoughts
and raise orisons of praise for that which
has never been yours before. All this,
and yet the beginning is only begun to be
told. Then why should this be a sad,
weary, gloomy day! How full of comfort
Jesus has crowded each day if we will
only look at it! How He would make
every day our best if we only knew how
to take it.

But more. There is a great relief in
the thought that I only have to live one
day at a time. No yesterdays to go back
into. No bridges of to-morrow’s crossing
to come into to-day’s journey. Just to
live one day at a time. That is all.
Whether or not I need something to-mor-
row should not trouble me. Whether
I shall hold out to-morrow is not the
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perplexity, but rather, whether I am
holding out today. What Christ shall
be or do to-morrow need not perplex me,
but rather what He is and is doing to-day.
Why should 1 trouble as to what the
¢ years shall find Him doing, since
He is just now what He always will be,
and is now doing just what He always will
do, so far as changing His relations to all
who are His? To.day He wants me to
rvegard Him as “all in all.” A thousand
millenniums hence there will be no change
in this respect. Having Christ to-day
and living with Him and for Him to-day
is enough. What need I more! Why
have anxious forethought as to what He
will want of me to-morrow! All He wants
of me is to live for Him to-day. Ttisonly
one day at a time. Heaven is on earth
when Christ is enthroned within, In
sen, in eternity, He is yesterday,
-day and forever the same.

What pains He has taken to secure
ting, forethought and
lay at a time. Reduced
ion, we live moment by
moment. To-morrow cares for it i
seize the comfort of the day. p
its sunshine to enjoy what the sun shines
on.  We take the season for what it has
in hand. We accept present conditions
and begin to look not for something dif-
ferent, but for Jesus just where we are.
Looking for Him, He loves to have us
find Him, since He is always looking for
the soul who is looking for Him. As
with Zaccheus, He will always find the
tree into which we have climbed to look
for Him.

grvnony has been taught to pray
daily, ‘Thy kingdom come.” Now if we
hear a man swear in the streets we think
it very wrong, and say he takes God's
name in vain. But there’s a twenty times
worse way of taking His name in vain
than that. It is to ask God for what we
don't want. He doesn’t like that sort of
prayer. If you don't want a thing don’t
ask for it ; such asking is the worst mock-
ery of your King you can mock Him with;
the soldier’s striking him on the head with
the reed was nothing to that. If you
don't wish for His kingdom, don’t pray
for it. But if you do, you must do more
than pray for it—you must work for it.
And to work for it you must know what
it is; we have all prayed for it many a
day without thinking.—Jokn Ruskin,

Waatever other books you read or
neglect to read, let me entreat you to give
yourselves thoroughly and systematically
to the mastery of that which is the oldest,
the greatest, and the best of all—the
Bible. Our literature owes more to it
than to any other, and however literary
we may be, we shall enjoy it the more.
Here are the earliest histories, the noblest
lyries, the loftiest philosophy, the most
honest biographers, and the most earnest
letters that were ever penned. And
besides all these other attractions, here
is the portraiture of perfect life, the expo-
sition of true religion, and the proclama-
tion of the only atonement for the sins of
men. Other books are trees of knowledge,
bearing a mixture of good and evil ; this
is the tree of life, whose very leaves are
for the healing of nations.— William M.

"aylor.
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Fints for Workers.

Well Done!

But this we know—when our work is
done,
And time shall be no more,

‘When all the boats upon life’s stream
Have touched the * farther shore,”
‘Wo all may hear that blest “ Well done ;

Enter eternal blise "
O what is all this world can give
Compared to hope like this!
—Selected.

Don't Be Discouraged.—In the ves-
tibule of a beautiful library, erected in
memory of a woman whose gentle face
looks down upon every one who passes
the great doors, is a bronze tablet with
these lines :

“ The good she tried to do shall stand as if
‘twere done ;

God finishes the work by noble souls begun.”
Only two lines, but how clearly they tell
the story of that life—of the eager dream-
ing and purposes of it, and finally the re-
signation to the message that the task
was not for her. Was all the life and
hope put into it lost? The splendid
building with its opn doors is an eloquent
answer. Work for God never can be
“lost.”

-

The Next Duty.—Then, what is my
next daty? What is the thing that lies
nearest to me? ¢ That, I repeat, belongs
to your everyday history. No one can
answer that question but yourself. Your
next duty is just to determine what your
next duty is. Is there nothing you ne-
gleet ! Is there nothing you know you
ought not to do?  You would know your
duty if you thought in earnest about it
and were not ambitious of great things.”
« Ah, then,” responded Lady Georgiana,
with an abandoningsigh, * I suppose it is
something commonplace, which will make
life more dreary than ever, That cannot
help me.” Tt will, if it be as dreary as
reading the newspaper to an old deaf
aunt. It will soon lead you to something
more. Your duty will not begin to com-
fort you at once, but will at length open
the unknown fountain in your heart.”—
George MacDonald.

>

The R dy for Pessimi It
is to be found in health : healthy minded-
ness. This is to be secured by a return
to the simplicities of life. Tf we could be

Doing More than is Expected of
Us.—Christ laid on his followers the duty
of doing more than their share. He took
upon himself the same duty. He always
went more than half-way to meet a soul
that would meet him. We are apt to
think we are doing well if we consent to
do our share; the Christian spirit is a
readiness to do all we can, even if it is
more than our share. If a man would
have us go with him a mile, go with him
twain ; if our share would be to give him
our coat in his day of great need, give
him our cloak also. That is what Christ
set forth as the divine spirit. In the
same manner, the Apostle Paul wrote,
saying : *Unto him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think. . . . unto him be the glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus.” That
is the way we have been ministered unto
—good measure, pressed down and run-
ning over. Solet us minister unto others.
— Sunday-School T'imes.

-

The Stagnant Life. —There are sea-
sons when the Mississippi River throws
off the restraint of its banks and overflows
the low country bordering on either side,
until it is at some points twenty, or even
forty, miles wide. Its quiet flow has been
transformed into a raging torrent, and
this mighty sweep of the swollen current
is irresistible. It is a thing of life, of
action, of power. It absorbs and con-
sumes the sewage and debris poured into
it by the cities that fringe its shores, and
sweeps on victorious and self-purifying.
Its activity insures its purity and its pow-
er. When the flood subsides and the river
sinks into its proper channel, it leaves
behind, in swamp and bayou and pond, a
legacy of water, no longer rushing pas.
sionately to the sea, but lying quiet and
stagnant in its land-locked prison. The
summer sun looks down upon it, and
brings it the fetid heat. It receives de-
bris and garbage from forest and farm,
but in its inaction it has no power to
consume impurity. The stagnant pool
becomes a breeding place of vermin and
fever germs, a source of disease and death.
That water which in its activity was a
thing of life and power, has become in its
stagnation a blight and a curse. There
are Christians who are in a state of stag-
nation. TInactive and listless and indif-
ferent in their service for Christ, they
have lost their vigor and power, and are
but a swamp, fertile in spiritual miasma.
They bless not, but blight. They give
out not health, but disease. They are

content with smaller incomes, get back
to the soil, and live more out of doors, we
could remove many of the causes of pes-
simism on the physical side. To philo-
sophical and practical pessimism Jesus
Christ is the answer, To Him life was
worth living, despite its sorrows and its
odds. He believed in men—the worst of
men. He was called the friend of pub-
licans and sinners. There were gigantic
evils in His day, incrusted by centuries
of wrong done to mankind. There was
but little justice and less love. He did
not preach so much against the sins of
men, but He went about doing good,
seeing the good everywhere, discovering
hope and latent energy in lost souls.—
The Rev. Charles L. Kloss.

ble of absorbing and
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feet of the remaining disciples, who so
soon thereafter put their best foot forward
to run away from him. 1f we are the
true servants of Christ, we shall not shrink
from serving the unworthy and the dis
greeable, inspired and ged as «
shall be by remembering that it is all
“for Christ’s sake,” and unto Him. A
dical missionary in India, speaking of
the loathsome condition of some of the
hospital patients, whom she must serve,
says she takes heart as she repeats to
herself the words of Tennyson :
** Oh, how could I serve in the wards, if the
hope of the world were a lie ?
How could I bear the sights and the loath-
s me smells of disease,
But that He said, ‘Ye do it to Me when
vedo it to these’?”
True service brings its reward. It did
and will yet do so more abundantly for
Christ. He did not work fcr mere reward,
however, nor should any of His servants
do so. There is & satisfaction in the ser-
vice, when loyally and lovingly rendered,
that is in itself a rich reward. One com-
panies with Christ in every hour of ser-
vice performed unto Himand for His sake.
Even the day's toil for the day’s bread
may be done as unto the divine Master,
and thus take on beauty and dignity and
nobility. He who toils solely for his
wages lives meanly. He is simply a waiter
in the world's restaurant, serving only
for the tips he gets. The pay is poor,
and so is the service, because not ren-
dered in the Christ spirit. That they
who work best do not work for reward
is evidenced by the surprise of those in
the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats,
who hear Christ's words of commenda-
tion, “I was an hungered, and ye gave
Me meat,” and cannot recognize the ser-
vice which they did.—Henry Force, in
The Observer.

-

Have You Ever Done Anybidy
Any Good ?—The decisive question is
not, are you orthodox ; but are you good
in the positive and practical sense of the
word—are you doing good ! As Wesley
said in his {-old, impressive way : “ You
may be as orthodox as the devil, and as
wicked.” The heart-searching question
cannot be better expressed than in the
1 o8 of the Scandinavian Saga :
“Have you ever done anybody an ”
And we mightadd : « \h’/'hatzmyngr:o;on
doing now 1” The darkest day in the
history of the Christian Church was the
d-y on which so-called orthodoxy was

secasd 1 d h

for p @ ; in
¢ other words, the mental acceptance, real
the i , of certain eccl ical for-

evil humors poured into their lives by
the world, and so they prove a burden
and a curse,—George E. Burlingame, in
Baptist Union.

-

The Spirit of Service.—A servant
may often have to serve the unworthy.
Such a service is all the more creditable
and noble; such a servant is the more
worthy to be honored. ~Christ ministered
to the unworthy. He washed the feet of
His disciples, the feet of Judas, who used
his cleansed feet to go on the errand of
treachery which culminated in the Sa-
viour's betrayal. Christ washed the feet
of Peter, who stood on those cleansed feet
while denying his Lord. He washed the

or imag

mule for the real, practical imitation of
Jesus Christ. We are well aware that
we must attempt to express in language,
and sometimes even in technical langrage
not found in the Bible, the conclusions of
the Christian reason. But woe to us if
we are satisfied with the mere intellectual
effort to give verbal expression to the
mysteries of God. The vital and essen-
tial thing is to obey and imitate Christ.
And we know nothing better calculated
to rouse us into some adequate conscious-
ness of our responsibility and our urgent
duty than to repeat and echo the question
addressed to the consciences of our hea-
then ancestors: “ Have you ever done
anybody any good ! "—Methodist Times.
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Practical Plans.

The Epworth League Reading
Circle.
How to Organize and Conduct It.

The Reading Circleis a very important
feature of the Literary Department in
the Epworth League, and cannot be
neglected without serious loss. In many
places it has been found to be a wonderful
source of inspiration and profit.

Those who have taken it up are
enthusiastic in its praise, and in most
cases continue the work from year to year.

It has been discovered that intellectual
development is by no means in antagonisin
with the highest type of piety. To attain
the perfect character it is necessary to
develop all sides of our nature, and know-
ledge is as important as enthusiasm.

THE BENEFITS
of the Course are manifold

1. It provides for systematic reading
which many people find difficult to ar-
range for without some stimulus of this
kind.

2, Tt makes a selection of three choice
books that will abundantly repay careful
study. It is not an easy thing, even for
those who have a taste for reading, to
choose books wisely, and consequently
much time is often wasted in the perusal
of worthless literature. The Epworth
League Course of reading obviates this
difficulty.

3. It provides for our young people
profitable employment during the winter
evenings, and proposes to settle the vexed
matter of questionable amusements by
the law of substitution.

4. Tt increases the intelligence of its
readers, giving them enlarged views of
life and its duties. So far from decreasing
religious zeal, it has been noted that the
members of the Reading Circle are among
the most consecrated and useful members
of the congregation.

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Before starting to organize a Read-
ing Circle, talk it up, and distribute
freely among the League members the
prospectus, which can be obtained, free
of charge, by sending a postal card to the
Qentral Office of the Epworth League,
Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

2. Enlist the sympathy of your pastor,
who will, in ninety-nine cases out of a
hundred, be glad to help you.

3. Inaugurate the Reading Circle for
the season by arranging an attractive
literary evening. Have short, pointed
talks or papers on “The Influence of
Good Books,” “The Right Use of
Books,” “The Misuse of Books,” “The
Mastery of Books,” *The Danger in
Books,” or other like subjects. Inter-
sperse your programme with music and
prayer, and end it with four short ringing
talks on the four books of the Course.
Then let the third vice-president explain
the Reading Course—its purpose, its
plan, and take the names of any who will
Jjoin it.

4. Give full explanations about the
Course to the whole League, but do not
expect all to join the Reading Circle.

Give all a chance to take it up, but be
satistied with a dozen, or even a half
dozen members, if more cannot be induced
to join. A large membership is not only
difficult to manage, but it is the next
thing to impossible to interest a large
number of young folk in the same books ;
and a few careless and indifferent mem
bers can do much toward destroying the
pleasure of a whole Circle.

5. As far as possible, induce each
member of the Circle to purchase a set
of these books, as they are to be read at
home and discussed in the meetings.
Good work cannot be done when one set
of books is made to serve half a dozen
persons.  Let the ambition of every
Epworth Leaguer be to have a small
library of his own. If it is deemed
impracticable for each member to buy
the set, the next best thing is for two or
four persons to form a club and obtain
the books in partnership.

6. If the Circle does not number more
than twelve or fifteen, it is better to hold
the meetings in the homes of members,
and let them be as informal as possible.
It is not necessary to provide refresh-
ments, but if it is done let them be of
the plest character, so that none will
feel the meeting to be a burden. Let it
be understood that the meetings are not
merely for entertainment, but for profit.
7. Tt is not necessary that the literary
vice-president of the League be in charge
of the Reading Circle, unless specially
qualified. Get the best person available
to take hold of it, so long as he is a
consistent Christian,

8. At the commencement it is a good
thing to pledge the members to complete
the Course, and to attend the meetings
whenever practicible.

9, In reading the books at home use
memorandum books and pencils freely.
Mark passages that are particularly
striking or beautiful, Opposite any pass-
age that you do not fully understand put
an interrogation point. This marks it as
something about which you should ask a
question at the next meeting of the Circle,

10. Some Circles meet weekly, others
fortnightly, and a few monthly. This
must be decided by circumnstances, and
time and place of meeting arranged to
suit the convenience of the majority.
Many have declined to buy the books
because of their inability to attend the
Circle meetings. Itshould be remembered
that the Course can be pursued at home
with much profit and pleasure.

THE CIRCLE MEETING.

1. At the first meeting of the Circle
officers should be elected. These usually
are president and secretary.

2, In some Circles two committees are
appointed—literary and entertainment —
the former to select essayists and arrange
for the allotted reading, the latter to
furnish musical numbers.

3. Each meeting should be opened by
brief devotional exercises.

4. Tt is better to have a time limit,
and adhere strictly to it under ordinary
circumstances. To exceed an hour and a
half is a mistake. It is better to have
the members go away wishing that the
programme had been longer than wishing
it had been shorter.

5. Let the meeting be conducted some-
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times by the president of the Circle,
sometimes by the p L and occasionally
by members of the Circle.

he leadershould not permit wander-
ing from the subject, and no general
conversation should be allowed, except
during a few minutes’ intermission

7. It is a good plan to have the roll
called at the commencement of the meet-
ing, and have the members respond with
a quotation upon some subject previously
announced, or from the book under con-
sideration,

8, In some Cireles short essa
ch, are read by
general discussion and criti
cism. This method has the merit of
always providing a programme

9. The question and answ nethod
usually works very well.  Let the leader
question the Circle on the reading for the
week, just as a teacher would question a
class in school, and then allow the mem-
bers the privilege of questioning the
leader.

10. Occasionally let each member write
a question on a piece of paper. Shake
these questions together in a hat, and
have each one draw a question, to be
answered by the drawer,

11. Let the leader frequently ask the
members to mention the most striking
passages in the chapters that have been
selected for the week's study. He should
ask them to tell why they consider these
portions of the book worthy of special
note.

12. Before commencing the considera-
tion of new chapters, it is well to spend
a moment or two in reviewing the pages
that have been previously considered.

13. It provides a pleasing variety for
the Circle occasionally to be divided into
two sections, the members of which will
take different sides in the discussion of
the subject in hand.

14. There should be perfect freedom in
all the conversations and diccussions.
Members should never be ashamed to say
that they do not know. The best way is
to admit ignorance and seek for light. If
any criticism be indulged in, let it be
friendly, and have for its object mutual
improvement.

15. It enlivens the meetings to have,
once in a while, some musical selections,
The recitationof a choice poem occasionally
will be appreciated.

16. In preparing for the Circle meet-
ings, in addition to the careful study of
the prescribed books, as much informa-
tion as possible should be obtained from
other sources. The public and other
libraries should be ransacked, and help
obtained from every quarter.

17. A couple of times during the
winter the Circle should take charge of
the literary meeting of the League, and
give all the members the benefit of what
they have been reading. Upon such
occasions let the speeches and essays be
well prepared, interesting and brief.
These can be chosen from papers that
have been read before the Circle.

18. The books will suggest many ques-
tions for consideration that naturally
grow out of the reading. It is not
absolutely necessary to adhere closely to
the subject-matter of the text-tooks,
although this should be mastered.

B
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Editorial.
A Pioneer Church.

In one respect, at least, the new King Street Methodist
Church in this city is a pioneer institution. One feature of
its equip t is a well-appointed gy ium for the use of
the boys and young men, with a view to providing them with
healthful recreation, and thus offset the influence of the street.
In many new churches this idea is never thought of, or if itis
the ultra-conservative element rule it out. In the modern
church the women are furnished with a comfortable parlor, for
social purposes ; there is a kitchen and dining-room for enter-
tainments ; the Sunday School is provided with the latest
appliances ; the Epworth League is not forgotten ; and the
builders congratulate themselves that nothing has escaped
their attention. But when it is asked, “ What arrangements
have been made for the boy-life of the church!” the enquirer
is doomed to disappointment. There is no sign, in the archi-
técture of the church, that such a heing exists.

The “boy problem ” has been under discussion at our recent
Conferences, and it is gratifying to see that attention is being
directed to so important a subject. Let the discussion goon ;
it will do good. In the meantime let pastors and church
boards do something to provide for the physical, mental and
spiritual needs of the boys. Surely a room can be found
somewhere in our large city churches for their use.

Public ©s. Private Libraries.

Public Libraries are good institutions, of course, but they
are not always an d blessing. Doubtless they help to
cultivate a taste for novel reading, as it is a well-known fact
that more fiction is read than any other kind of literature,
and it is not the highest class of novels that is most eagerly
sought, by any means, There is scarce’y any demand for the
works of such authors as Dickens, Scott, Thackeray, etc., but
the ephemeral book is the one that is kept moving. More
than one-half of the books issued by the Boston Public Library
are absolutely worthless as far as improving the mind is
concerned.

An able English essayist and lecturer, who has been giving
considerable attention to the study of the Free Library System
of England, thinks that “many of these institutions cultivate
a taste for reading merely to kill time, develop intellectual
dissipation and introduce the youth to poems and books of a
questionable character.”

It may be said that this is the abuse of a very valuable
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institution. Very true, and yet these dangerous tendencies
cannot be ignored. Tt might be better for the people gener
ally if more attention were given to building up the home
library. A carefully selected stock of books that is one's very
own, and which gradually increases as the years go by, is a
most important element in the development of character.
Every young person should be urged to lay the foundation of
a private library at as early an age as possible.

Begin at Once,

The first literary meeting of the League for the autumn
should be devoted entirely to the Epworth League Reading
Course ; to a full statement of its aims and methods, and to
a rehearsal of the benefits to be derived from the organization
of a Reading Circle. Advertise this meeting thoroughly, and
do everything possible to secure a crowd. Have a set of the
Reading Course on the table, and have three members
appointed to give an outline of the contents of the three
books. Then several members should be called upon to read
attractive passages from the volumes, so that the people may
have some idea of the good things which the Course contains,

The pastor or president should emphasize the benefits to be
derived from the sy ic study plated by the Course.
Before closing, call for the names of those who are willing to
join a Reading Circle, and start one, even though there be only
two or three who are willing to undertake it. Give an oppor-
tunity for those who are not prepared to join the Circle but
are willing to read the books, to order the Course. Remember
that it is of immense importance to have this inaugural meet-
ing as early as possible.

A Splendid Example.

That great journal, the Daily News, of London, England,
has decided to exclude from its columns all advertisements of
aleoholic liquors and also betting news, 8o far from inter-
fering with its prosperity, this policy has gained for the paper
many new friends, and it is now more successful, financially,
than ever before,

We trust thau this splendid example may be followed by
many newspapers on this side of the Ocean. The subscribers
could do much toward bringing it about. Here is an illustra-
tion: One subscriber of an horticultural journal wrote to the
editor, commending the literary excellence of his sheet, but
taking strong exceptions to his custom of admitting whiskey
advertising. *In this age of enlightenment,” said he, *such
advertisements are an insult to your readers, and a snare to
the weak. How can you afford, even from a financial stand-
point, to become a bartender for the trade? Does liquor
drinking make more and better fruit growers! Does it not
rather ruin many who otherwise would be prosperous and pay-
ing subscribers to your valuable paper 1 Unless such advertise-
ments are di inued within a ble length of time, it
will be my duty to order the paper discontinued.”

If an editor should receive two or three hundred such
letters during the course of the year, he would very seriously
consider the advisability of cutting out the whiskey notices
from his columns, Like everything else, the people themselves
have it in their power to settle this question.

Bisop GALLOWAY, in his address at the Detroit Conven-
tion, declared that, as a result of the Wesley revival, Meth-
odist preachers everywhere are declaring a free and full salva-
tion for all men, and he added, *“ All the rest of the Christian
world is preaching it too.” This is undoubtedly true. There
may be wide differences in the creeds of Christendom, but
evangelical pulpits everywhere are declaring, with no uncer-
tain sound, that Christ died for every man.

-
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“OrGANIZE, ViTALIZE, EvANGELIZE,” are the Watchwords
of the year adopted by the recent Christian Endeavor Con-
vention at Denver. This forms a splendid rally ery for the
Church of God everywhere.

Tie papers report that some of the delegates to the Detroit
Convention, who got in to the city late, had to sleep in the
pews of the Central M. E. Church. ~ That is not so very ex-
traordinary. We know people who sleep comfortably in the
pews every Sunday.

L]

RELIGIOUS prosperity does not consist merely in large con-
gregations and increasing membership, and yet it is the
natural thing fora live church to grow. There is something
wrong when it is said of any religious organization, “We are
simply holding our own.” &

A Cuvrcen official, some time ago, on being asked, on Mon-
day morning, if his Church had enjoyed a good day on the
previous Sunday, replied. “Yes, we had a great day, the
collections were over a hundred dollars.” So long as the
collection plate is used as the measure of success no revival
need be expected.

d

Tue New York Post has an article on the bright prospects
for young people’s societies, referring specia'ly to the great
conventions held by the different organizations during the
summer, It thinks that the Epworth League, Christian
Endeavor, ete., have taken a new lease of life. Certainly the
prospect never was better.

Bissor McCapg says * that if the whole membership of the
church would attend the prayer-meeting just one night, the
revival would be already begun.” 1If even half of the member-
ship of any one of our large city churches should come out to the
mid-week meeting it would wake a sensation in the neighbor.
hood. If a revival is to come, the people must gather in
great numbers in the place of prayer.

L

FieLp Agents, General Secretaries and others may do some-
thing to create and maintain interest in our Sunday School
work ; but the pastor is the man upon whom the chief respon-
sibility rests. As one of our exchanges remarks, “ the pastor
holds the key of the Sunday School situation.” If he realizes
the importance of this department and throws his energies
into it, good results are sure to follow.

o

«T HAVE no taste for reading,” is the excuse made by many
people who scarcely ever peruse a book thoroughly. There is
nothing more abso utely certain than that a taste for reading
can be created, and it is the mission of the Epworth League
to do this. Pastors, Sunday School Superintendents, Libra-
rians, League Presid and Vice-Presid can do much to
interest young folks in good books by calling special attention
to them and recommending them.

Ld
A unique and delightful feature of the Summer School in
Toronto last month was the arrangement for holding the even-
ing meetings in the open air. The attendance was larger, by
scores, than it would have been in any building, and
although the weather was lly warim the audi were
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Tue stereotyped phrase, “ We are organized to death,” was
heard again at Detroit ; but if the speaker had been asked to
name the part of our organization which could advantageously
be eliminated, it is not likely that very much lopping off
would have been suggested. What we need is not less
machinery, but more power.

L

1Ix seeking to interest people in the reading of good books
we are confronted by two great obstacles, ignorance and indif-
ference, and the latter is much the more serious. The few
who really feel the importance of reading must put forth
tremendous efforts to overcome the carelessness of the many.
It can be done, but it means work.

Ld

Tue Conference returns for Young People’s Societies of our
Church show that we now have 69,606 members, an increase
of 204, This is not anything to be proud of, but it is better
than a decrease. The amount raised for missions was
$29,631, an increase of $4,963. This is certainly very grati
fying, and indicates that the interest in the Forward Move-
ment is being well sustained.

Ld

Rev Dr. Goucner has spent many thousands of dollars
in establishing Christian schools in India which bear his
name. In speaking of these at the Detroit Convention the
Doctor simply said : “These schools were made possible by
the gifts of a Christian gentleman who regarded himself as
God’s steward.” We wish there were more men who would
do such deeds and then talk of them so modestly.

Ld

Tue United Society of Christian Endeavor, at its recent
Convention in Denver, decided to increase the Canadi n rep-
resentation on the Board of Trustees. The General Secretary
of the Epworth League was reelected, and the following
added : Rev. W. F. Wilson, D.D., Rev. Alex. Esler and Rev.
J. L. Gilmour. Dr. Clark has struck the right keynote
when he calls for an advance movement all along the line.

H

A correspoNDENT of the Christian World does not believe
in letting the lay preacher drop out. He believes he is in the
true apostolic succession, and could be made a potent means
of occupying ground in new suburbs. Denominations must
call them out, supply them with tools, and teach them how to
use them ; they must encourage their best young men to
become lay preachers, and draw men of influence and real
ability into work from which they now hang back. The
evangelistic campaign in which our Church will be engaged
during the coming autumn would be a good time to begin
this plan. Our laymen could greatly assist in work of this
kind, and many of them would be glad to do so, under wise
leadership.

L]

AmoNG the resolutions adopted by the International Epworth
League Convention at Detroit, was one referring to the liquor
trafic in the following terms: “ The gigantic iniquity of the
Anglo-Saxon race is a fostering of the monstrous traffic in in-
toxicants, We believe the complete disenfranchisement of the
business will abolish dangers that threaten us and clear up
problems thut perplex us.” When this was read, at one of

quite comfortable. At the close many said, ‘“How much
better this is than a close, stuffy room.” Why could not ser-
vices of this kind be held more frequently ! Many churches
could easily double their congregations by having their
meetings out of doors during July and August.

the ings, Rev, Dr. Carman at once sprang to his feet
and suggested as an addition, *‘that we determine to smite this
iniquity with our ballots.” This was unanimously accepted,
but whether it will be followed by Methodist voters every-
where is another question. We will certainly not accomplish
much in the direction of temperance reformjuntil this is done.
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1 The New Reading Course
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The Course for 1903-04.

‘We make no apology for giving so much
of our space this month, to the Epworth
League Reading Course, as we regard it
as one of the most important features of
our work. We are led to give it special
prominence on account of the fact that so
many Leagues have, in the past, entirely
ignored it. Surely they can have no
knowledge of the beneficial results of
bringing the young people into contact
with such helpful literature as is pub-
lished from year to year by the Epworth
League Board. We want a much larger
number than usual of our Leagues to or-
ganize Reading Circles this year. Read
what the pastors say about it on the op-
posite page, and begin the work of organi-
zation at once. As usual the books will
be found to be instructive, entertaining
and inspiring. The following are the
selections which comprise the Course for
this year:

1. LESSONS IN LIFE.
HoLLAND.

This I8 a series of familiar essays
written in an unusually bright and breezy
style. There s scarcely a common-
place sentence in it from cover to cover.
The best feature of the book is that it
deals with practical topics, having an
intimate relation to life and character,
in such an entertaining way that if one
chapter is read, it is pretty certain that
all will be. The following are some of
the chapter headings:

Moods and Frames of Mind.

Bodily Imperfections.

Reproduction in Kind.

Truth and Truthfulness.

The Rights of Woman.

Undeveloped Resources.

Greatness in Littles.

The Influence of Praise.

Sore Spots and Sensitive Spots.

Unnecessary Burdens, etc, ete.

The Ways of Charity.

Faith in Humanity.

By Da. J. G.

II. OUR CHURCH. By Riv. J. L.

Hugesur, D.D.

The author of the second volume
of the Course, was for a number
of years editor of the Sunday-school
publications of the M. E. Church.
This book very appropriately follows
the “ Young People's Life of Wesley,”
which was studied last year, as it is most
important for our young people to know
something, not only of the foundation of
their church, but how it is managed and
governed. This volume supplies very
interesting and valuable Information on
what Methodists believe and how they
work, in such chapters as:

Our Place Among the Churches.

The Methodist Family.

The Methodist System.

The Faith of Our Fathers,

The Porch of Probation.

The Witness of the Spirit.

The Higher Life.

The General Rules.

The Articles of Religion.

The Requisites for Church Member-
ship.

The Church Officiary.

The Class Meeting.

The Local Preacher, etc., etc.

No doubt that the reading of this
volume will provide subject for some
very interesting discussions in the Read-

ing Circle, and the League, and will re-
sult in a much more intelligent under-
standing of * Our Church,” Five of
Dr. Hurlbut's chapters toward the close
of the book have been rewritten so as to
make them suitablg to our Canadian
Church government.

This volume will be especially valu-
able, inasmuch as several topics in the
regular League topic list will relate to
connexional affairs, and “ Our Church"
will be exceedingly helpful.

11I. NATURE'S MIRACLES. Volume 2.
By Ppor. ELisHA GRAY.
He is master of his subject. It is a
marvellous condensation of knowledge,

presented in readable form. It is exact
and yet popular,
Last year, the first volume of

“ Nature's Miracles ” was a great favorite
with all the Circles, and many will be
delighted to get volume The following
is the table of contents in part:

Sound.

Sound Sympathy.

Noise and Music.

Music and Musicians.

Heat and Matter.

Generation of Heat.

Diffusion of Heat,

The Science of Light.

Light and Ether,

Gunpowder,

Powder and Nitro-glycerine,

High Explosives, etc., ete.

PRICE.

The regular price of these three
volumes is as follows:

Lessons in Life .
Our Church ....
Nature's Miracles

$2 45

By special arrangements with the
Book Room they will be sold for $1.25,
which is about half price. If sent
by mail, 20 cents must be added for post-
age.

HOW TO ORDER.

By ordering several sets together and
having them sent by express in one par-
cel considerable can be saved on the cost
of transportation. The Literary Vice-
President, or some one else appointed for
this purpose should make a thorough can-
vass of the League and congregation as
early as possible. Many of the older
people would buy the books if they knew
how attractive they are, and how cheap.
Give them & chance to do so.

Send all orders for the Course to Rev.
Willlam Briggs, Toronto, Ont; C. W.
Coates, Montreal, Que.; 8. F. Huestis,
Halifax, N.8.

The Epworth League
Reading Course.

Physical science in some of its com-
mon and practical aspects made easy
and attractive; social science and popular
psychology made keen and entertaining;
church government made plain and in-
structive; these likely are the character-
istics of the books this year recom-
mended to our young people. In the
physical science they will see that yet
at the beginning of the twentieth century
there are marvels and mysteries, and
even miracles so-called In nature, and

that p: d scientists confess ignor-
ance of some things, and regard it as a
spur to honest inquiry. Why should
they, if honest, feel or do any differently
toward religion? In social science and
the ordinary verdict of the people, and
the general play of the human mind, they
will see that a well developed, common
sense is a monarch in human affairs, a
sharp corrective of follies and evils, and
a prompt incentive to what is higher and
wiser, and purer, and better. It
is closely allied to conscience, and
the nobler life. Why do so many
people disregard it when they are
dealing with religious matters, and
the salvation of their souls? In church
government they will discern how indis-
pensable is authority, and its proper ex-
ercise as to pure doctrine and right liv-
ing in the household of faith, and how
simple and liberal in the interests of per-
sonal religion and the progress of the
Gospel of the freedom of conscience
and the growth in grace are the Scrip-
tural appointments and apostolic sanc-
tions in these regards. Why in the
world, some of them will ask, has a
boastful and historic  Christendom
through the centuries so wandered off
from the original purpose and plan, and
the primitive spirit and injunction? No
wonder when the church makes her rule,
pomp and tyranny, and her doctrine
error, invention and pride that the
nations are encompassed with darkness,
and the multitudes perish In spiritual
and eternal death. Let us pray, study
and labor for a genuine science, a noble
psy gy, and a i jastical
government, after the pattern of the
apostles, and the mind of Christ. All
elements of strength, and all aiding in
the coming of the kingdom. There is &
science falsely so-called; there is a
philosophy, which is a delusion and a
snare; there is a church government
which is assumption, misdirection and
wrong; let us avoid them. Let us cleave
to the simplicity of the faith delivered to
the saints, the purity of the trade in
science and religion, and the rightful-
ness of authority in wisdom, obedience
and love.—Rev. A. Carman, D.D.

It’s All Right.

The Epworth League Reading Course?
Oh, yes! Well, it's all right.  Just the
thing to set our young people thinking
and to keep them at it. Here we have
good science, linked with plain, practical,
homely wisdom. All this is dressed up
in a neat, tidy form. The style is bright,
crisp and entertaining,

The volume on “ Lessons in Life,” says
some splendid things on “ moods,” * men
of one idea,” “ American public educa-
tion,” ete. It exposes in a right, healthy
way the nest of false notions about these
pressing sides of life, and shows a more
excellent way.

“ Nature's Miracles " gives a charming
peep into the household secrets of our
old mother. It is brimful of first-class
material. Every young person ought to
know all he can about “energy,”
“gound,” “heat” and “light” Here
he gels a clear explanation of these
patient servants of humanity, and sees
how they will explain many of the sim-
ple mysteries around us.

Our church! Our young people love
her. To keep this love strong and glow-
ing, it ought to be based on knowledge.
One of the volumes sets forth the char-
acteristics of the Methodist Church, and
shows her place in the forward march of
Christ's army. The last five chapters
explain the organization of our own
church and its working. This “olume

is most timely in this bicentenary year.
—Rev. J. II. Riddell, B.D., Wesley College,
Winnipeg, Man.
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The Pastors Like It.

Here are a few expressions of opinion
from pastors who have had personal ex-
perience with the Epworth League Read-
ing Course. Others would find it equally
helpful if they would undertake it:

A Source of Interest.

Cannot Get Along Without It
In reply to your request received to-

day, we have had a most successful
Reading Circle during the past winter.
Thirty sets of the books were procured.
In a number of cases that meant a set
for two persons, as many of the mem-
bers of the Circle were married, both

and wife Mr. M. R.

When regularly kept upaR
Circle is a source of great interest and
helpfulness.—Rev. R. D. Hamilton, Lon-
don, Ont.

Good Way to Spend Evenings

The young people can scarcely find a
way of spendinj, evenings more pleas-
antly and profitebly.—Rev. A. J. lrwin,
Norwich, Ont.

Opened a New World.

Our Reading Circle of the Epworth
League at Springhill appointment was
quite a success, for something new, as
it was, to them. After studying the
books separately, and dis-
cussing them at the meetings
of the Circle, we had an open
meeting in the church with
John Wesley. This helped
in two ways: It brought
the cause before the whole
League, and let the congrega-
tion know what kind of read-
ing the young veople were o
doing. Other Lenefits were,
that several people in otuer i
churches learned about Meth-
odist work, and the young W
people of the Epworth
League, who took part, P
claimed that “ Nature's Mir-
acles ” opened to them a new

e

chapter on reading with these words: “Let us
thank God for good books.
) what some books have done for the world and what
they are doing, how they keep up our hope, awaken
our courage and faith, soothe pain, give an ideal life
to those whose .homes are hard and cold, bind
together distant ages and foreign lands, create new
worlds of beauty, bring down truth from heaven
give eternal blessings for this gift, and pray that we
may use it aright and abuse it never.”

Reid, the senior master in our High
School, was teacher. Owing to sickness,
either personal or family, some were
unable to attend regularly, but we al-
ways had an attendance of twenty.
Everyone enjoyed the meetings, and as
a proof of it, anxious inquiries are being
made about the books for next year.
We meet every week, not in the church,
but around at the houses of the mem-
bers. The Eastern Church will have a
Reading Circle next year, as large, 1
believe, as this year. We cannot get
along without it. It has been a success
here, and is filling a longfelt want.
From my experience of it, I would urge
every pastor to have one. He will soon
begin to see the benefits of it in weed-
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No Difficulty Whatever.

We have had no difficulty in keeping
up the attendance at our Reading Cir-
cle meetings, and the interest has not
waned, Intensely interesting meetings
were kept up from October to June. A
taste for good literature was greatly in-
creased, and a better knowledge of how
to read acquired, together with ability
to express what was read. Best of all
there was real spiritual growth.—Rev.
A. G, Harris, Lucknow, Ont.

An Unqualified Success.

As a means of creating a taste for,
and a thorough enjoyment of, a higher
and more worthy type of social recrea-
tion during the fall and winter months,
in a rural community, the Reading Cir-
cle has proved an unqualified success,

The questionable features of social life
were almost entirely supplanted and
forgotten, and by means of it the pastor
became practically the head and centre
o! the entire social life of the place.
The experiment is well worth trying by

any pastor—Rev, Edward S, Bisl
Meadowvale. ——

A Prosperous Circle.
!’ltnv. A. Hamilton, B.D., Fergus, writes:
Our Reading Circle last winter met
once a week. The attendance ranged
from eighteen to twenty-five. We spent
from two to three hours of an evening.
Each one came with a list of
questions prepared after read-
ing the lesson. Thege were
distributed, and the pastor
called on each to answer, and
then a general discussion often
followed. We only succeeded
in covering the two books,

‘Life of Wesley,' and ‘Na-
ture's Miracles.” The latter
particularly was enjoyed, and
the young people found the

two and a halt hours going
too quickly in its study. There
seemed a real relish for such
truths, as were contained ther-
"g in.  When we found that we
4 could not take up the third

world, and wished for more,

while others said they were

very much helped by “ A Help for Com-
mon Days.”—Rev. W. 8. A. Crux, BA,,
Franklin, Man.

Develops Young People.

1 consider the Epworth League Read-
ing Course one of the very best and most
helpful means of furnishing pleasant and
profitable employment for our young peo-
ple, and for developing their mental and
social qualities—Rev. John Morrison,
Springfield, Ont.

It Pays Every Way.

1 find, where the Reading Circle exists,
there is more intelligence, and conse-
quently more work done for the church.
It pays every way to have a Reading
Circle—Rev. J. Hart, Woodham, Ont.

Believes In It.

I am a great believer in the Epworth
League Reading Course, and feel that
pastors cannot do better than to encour-
age it in all possible ways.—Rev, Dr.
Crothers, Belleville, Ont.

Pleasant and Profitable.

The Reading Course is a very pleasant
and profitable line of work for young

people. Tt furnishes very useful reading
at a low price—Rev J. Wass, Jarvis,
Ont.

ing out a great many social gatherings
which are not profitable.—Rev, C. 12. Me-
Intyre, Napanee, Ont.

Influenced the Whole
Church.

I am an ardent advocate of the lip-
worth League Reading Circle. The cir-
cles which I have been associated with
have made an impression upon the whole
church, influencing the intellectual and
spiritual life, and almost entirely solv-
ing the problem of * questionable amuse-
ments and how to avoid them.” I think
the pastor unwise who cculd use this
agency for good and neglects to do so.
—Rev. A. E. Pates, Richmond, Que.

Delighted With the Interest.

We had a splendid Epworth League
Reading Circle in Wingham last winter,
with, I think, twenty-four or five mem-
bers. 1 was delighted with the interest
taken in the Circle, and in the study of
the books constituting the Course. I
regard the Reading Circle as one of the
most important, helpful and healthful
departments of our young people's work.
1 hope that all our Leagues will avail
themselves of the excellent Reading
Course presented to them at so small a
cost by our Book Room every year.—
Rev. Richard Hobbs, Wingham, Ont.

TS Te e

book in the Circle, we took it

through the summer in con-
nection with the League. Some mem-
ber was given ten minutes to re-
view two chapters, and that added
greatly to the interest of the League,
We selectel a good organizer for
vice-president of the literary depart-
ment, and that was the whole secret of a
good Reading Circle.

An Inspiration and a
Blessing.

The Reading Circle has been an In-
spiration and a blessing to the young
people of the church. It has not only
furnished them with good reading In
the books embraced in the Course, but
it has awakened within them a love for
books, and supplied them with themes
for profitable conversation.—Rev. A.
Langford, D.D., Owen Sound.

Helped the Church.

There has been a strong desire for
knowledge among the young people here,
and the Reading Course seemed to fill
that want. I know of some who are
more zealously attached to the church
since the Circle has been conducted, and
the Circle meetings did not in any way
lessen the attendance at other week night
services.—Rev. A. Hamilton, B.D,, Fer-
gus, Ont.
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selections from the Epworth

“FULL OF GOOD THINGS |

League Reading Course of

1903-1904

OO ;ﬂlk 2O,

In order that our readers may have
some idea of the good things contained
in the three books that constitute the
Epworth League Reading Course of this
year, we have made a few selections from
their pages, which are here given as
samples of the treat in store for those
who read the books.

Intelligence Needed.

But besides the element of spirituality,
we mneed intelligence. * Knowledge is
power,” and in this age of school-houses,
and colleges, and newspapers, and books,
the church must lead the way. M !hf‘
day shall come when the non-church-going
people know more and read more widely,
and have a greater mastery of the prob:
lems of the age than the church members
that will be a dark day for Christianity.
The religion that has power to win the
world and to lead the world must be an
intelligent religion.—Rev. J. L. Hurlbut
D.D., in * Our Church.”

The Church’s Burdens.

Every church member should expect
to bear his share of the church’s burdens.
These burdens are of three kinds,
thought, work and money. These are the
cares of the church to be carried, and
every member is expected to take an in-
terest in them; the work of the church,
through varied agencies, is to be done,
and every member should help in doing
it; the expenses of the church are to be
met, and every member, even the young-
est, should contribute toward them. On
our ocean steamers there are cabin pas-
sengers who have nothing to do except to
sit on the deck and visit in the parlor;
but on the old ship Zion everybody be-
longs to the crew and must work his pas-
sage—Dr. Hurlbut in “Our Church.”

A Working Christianity.

We need a working Christianity-—
not the Christianity that sits in a cham-
ber and reads Thomas a Kempis, or John
Wesley's Journal, or the History of Meth-
odism, and then says its prayers and
goes to sleep, but the Christianity that,
feeling the fire within, goes out to kindle
{he same fire in another soul; the Chris-
tianity that is in its seat at church on
Sunday morning, and drops its share into
the plate, and stays awake during the
sermon; the Christianity that attends
not only the Epworth League meeting,
but the church prayer-meeting also, and
has a prayer and testimony in both; the
Christianity that takes a class in the
Sunday-school, and takes a hand in the
Mercy and Help Department, and stands
up beside the president and the pastor in
the work of the church; the Christianity
that lays upon the altar of the church its
service as well as its faith.—Dr. Hurlbut
in ** Our Church.”

Distinctive Doctrines of
Methodism.

These four doctrines, the universality
of salvation, the freedom of the will, the
witness of the spirit, and entire sancti-
fication are the distinctive doctrines of
Methodism throughout the world. ~None
the less are they, are our peculiar herl-
tage, because they have triumphed over
opposition, and are now the accepted faith
of all evangelical churches. They are in

the hymnals, in the sermons, in the
prayer-meetings, in the testimonies of
the entire Anglo-Saxon Protestant world.
But while other churches have slowly
changed their attitude toward these
doctrines, from opposition to accept
ance, have gradually adopted them
in their preaching and their experience,
and are even now trying the hard task
of reconciling them with their ancient,
hard and fast * confessions of taith,” our
church, on both sides of the sea, has held
these doctrines continuously, and
preaches them, unchanged, to-day; for
the faith of our fathers is still the faith
of their sons.—Dr, J. L. Hurlbut, in “Our
Church.” .

«He Was a Deacon.”

1 have seen a deacon in the pride ol
hig deep humility. He combed his hair
straight, and looked studiously after the
main chance; and while he looked, he
employed himself in setting a good ex
ample.  His dress was rigidly plain, and
his wife was not indulged in the vanities
of millinery and mantug-making. He
never joked. He did not know what a
joke was, any further than to know that
it was a sin. He carried a Sunday face
through the week. He did not mingle in
the happy social parties of his neighbor-
hood. He was a deacon, He starved
his social nature, be:ause he Was a deacon,
He refrained from all participation in a
free and generous life, because he was &
deacon. He made his children hate
Sunday, because he was a deacon. He
§0 brought them up that they learned to
consider themselves unfortunate in be-
ing the children of a deacon. They were
pitied by other children, because they
were the children of a deacon. Nobody
Joved him. If he came into a circle where
men and women were telling stories, they
always stopped until he went out. No-
hody ever grasped his hand cordially or
spoke of him as a good fellow. There
was no softness of character—no loveli-
ness about him.

Now, it is of no use for me to undertake
to realize to myself that God admires such
a character as this. T do not doubt that
he loves the man, as he loves all men,
hut to admire his style of manhood and
piety is impossible. It lacks the round-
ness and fulness, and richness and sweet-
ness that helone fo a truly admirable
;}::rnrwr.—nr Holland in * Lessons in

Ate”

Reproduction in Hind.

A seedsman may cheat you, but a seed
never does. If you plant corn, it never
comes up potatoes. If you sow wheat,
it never comes up rve. Wrapped up in
every capsule, bound up in every kernel,
nacked into every minutest germ, is the
Jaw written by God, at the beginning,
“Produce thou after thy kind.” 8o the
whole living world goes on producing
after its kind.  Year after after we visit
the seedsman, and read the labels on his
drawers and packages, and hear home
and plant in our gardens the little homely
germs that keep God's law so well; and
summer rewards our trust in them with
heautiful flowers and autumn with
bountiful fruition.

1t is a general truth. under the law that
evervthing produces after its kind, that
children become what thelr parents are.
A simple peonle. virtnovs and healthy,
will produce virtuous, healthy, and true-

children like themselves. There is no
way by which bad parents can bring up
a tamily well. No gensible man ever
dreams of gathering figs from thistles, or
grapes from bramble bushes, and no man
has the slightest right to suppose that
he can bring up a family to be better than
ne is.—Dr. J. G. Holland in * Lessons in
Life.”

Sound Language.

Who has not heard the cry of a mother
pird—when it has sald to you plainly,
“ Help! help! somebody or something 1=
disturbing my mnest!” You instantly
recognize the voice as one of distress, and
although you do not see you know it is a
bird in distress, and if you are a kind
hearted person you will run to see if you
can relieve it. Perhaps a few minutes
later you hear the glad song of the same
mother, telling you all is well with the
bird and that she is happy.

Mrs. A. and Mrs, B, are visiting in the
parlor. Their babies are asleep in a
room upstairs. Suddenly a complicated
air motion comes shivering down the
stairway which gives Mrs. A. a start,
while Mrs. B. remains quiet. The former
exclaims, “Oh, my baby! " and runs to
him. Why did Mrs. A, start and not
Mrs. B.? Because they both knew by
the quality of voice which baby it was.

All the multitudinous sounds of nature
have a meaning. The humming of the
insect, the cry of the child, the song of
the birds, the moaning of the winds, and
the dashing of the waves, all tell a story
of their own.—Prof. Elisha Gray in
* Nature's Miracles.”

A “Grand” Display.

Some years ago I visited the Yellow-
stone Park and spent some time studying
the wonderful phenomena of that most
interesting region, and I venture to say
that to any lover of the marvellous in
nature there is no spot in the wide world
where there is so much of intense interest
as there is to be found within the area of
a few hundred acres in the Upper Geyser
Basin of Yellowstone Park.

The Geyser that produced the greatest
excitement and enthusiasm of all was
called the * Grand,” which played once
in twenty-six hours. When I saw it in
action it was late in the afternoon, and,
standing between the sun and the geyser,
with my back to the former, I had the
advantage of reflected light, which is very
bright in that high altitude. Close by
the side of the geyser is a steam blow-
hole about six inches in diameter, and
all about are a number of boiling springs
that are connected with the geyser. Just
hefore the play begins all these springs
are in great agitation in sympathy with
the coming event. I once witnessed the
coming of the Sultan of Turkey through
the palace gates, when he found himself
surrounded by 10,000 soldiers, who biew
trumpets and sent up shouts that were
intended to be very impressive, but this
scene paled in impressiveness when com-
pared with nature's announcement of
one of her grandest displays, Immedi-
ately the steam trumpet made the an-
nouncement, the water in the top basin of
the great geyser heaved severa! times as
if unable to make a start, and then lifted
itself bodily for more than 100 feet in the
air. when there bhegan the most beanti-
fully sublime, and, at the same time, the
most exciting spectacle T ever witnessed.
1t assumed the shape of a beautifully
formed evergreen tree whose branches
cover the trunk down to the ground, the
tips of which are loaded with cones set
with purest diamonds. Thesp cones
shot out from the centre on moving stems
and burst into brilllancy at the iimit of
the tree-like form, producing the effect
something like that of the rocket when it
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first bursts in the air, and before it has
fully spread. Imagine thousands of
these jets moving in all directions and
pursting into beautiful colors, now vanish-
ing,and now others taking their places, till
one i8 excited to the highest pitch by this
wonderful exhibition of color, form, and
motion. All the time nature's great steam
fog-horn is sounding its thunderous note
beside the geyser, as if sympathizing with
this mighty effort of pent up energy.

Such are some of the wonderful exhibi-
tions caused by the expansive powe of
heat upon water.—Prof. Gray in * Na-
ture's Miracles."

The Witness of the Spirit.

John Wesley did not originate this
doctrine of the witness of the spirit.
It shines in every page of St. Paul's
epistles, and breathes in the writings of
St. John. It radiates from the early
Christian fathers, Through the dark
ages it illumines the songs of Bernard
and the prayers of Thomas a Kempis.
But in the strifes that followed the
Reformation, when dogma was made more
prominent than experience, it was al-
most forgotten. A few small bodies of
Christians, like the Moravians, kept the
truth alive, as a seed destined to bear
fruit in other generations. From the
Moravians John Wesley received it, and
through Wesley and the church which he
founded it has been proclaimed through-
out the world.—Dr. Hurlbut, in *“ Our
Church.”

“1 Make No Profession.”

I once heard a careless fellow say that
he *“ professed nothing and lived up to
it;” but “professing nothing does not
exonerate a man at all, so far as relates
to the maintenance of honor, purity, and
truth. The man who would excuse &
lapse from virtue, or any obliquity of
conduct, on the ground that he did not
profess anything, simply announces to
me the execrable proposition has a kind
of right to be a rascal until he pledges
himself to be something better. There
are altogetber too many men who are
keeping themselves easy with the thought
that if they are not very good, they never
pretended or professed to be. It seems
to be a poultice to some sensitively in-
flamed consciences. - There is no release
from the obligation to do right by failing
to make the promise—Dr. Holland in
* Lessons in Life.”

Music.

I once heard a street singer who had a
fairly good voice, but wholly uncultivated,
She sang in a manner that showed she
had in her the soul of a true artist. Her
words were in a foreign tongue, but that
made no difference; she told her story
more effectively because the words could
not be understood, but left the imagina-
tion to supply them, No words have ever
been invented that will convey the sensa-
tion of a profound emotion as well as the
language of music—when it really is
music. She did more than sing a song;
it was ‘the plaint of her own burdened
soul, “floating away on the wings of
{nolody She moved me profoundly by
mpressing a moving picture of the emo-
tions of her burdened heart upon the sur-
rounding air, by throwing it into a pecu-
liar form of motion, and this motion was
conveyed to my brain through the organs
of hearing and there translated into emo-
tion. What a wonderful mechanism is
the human vocal organ, and what won-
;Ierlul powers of expression it has when
vtw:u servant of a profound emotion!
by at a wonderful mechanism is the

uman ear to be able to pick up and
:rlnulute with fidelity all the fine shad-
I:’n‘p!r::n r::'h npwo;merfn] complicated air-

!—Prof. .
i e gy Elsha Gray in “ Na-

Greatness in Littles.

1 do not know how these people who
do mnot believe in the intimate special
Providence of God can believe in God at
all. I can conceive how God could rear
Mount Blane, but I cannot conceive how
He could make a honey bee, and endow
that honey bee with an instinct—trans-
mitted since the creation from bee to
bee, and swarm to swarm—which binds
it in membership to a commonwealth,
and enables it to build its waxen cells
with mathematical exactness, and gather
honey from all the flowers of the field.
1t is when we go into the infinity below
us that the infinite power and skill be-
come the most evident. When the
microscope shows us life in my raid forms,
each of which exhibits design; when we
contemplate vegetable life in its wonder-
ful detail; when chemistry reveals to us
something of the marvellous processes
by which vitality is fed, we get a more
impressive sense of power and skill of
the Creator than we do when we turn the
telescope toward the heavens.—Dr, Hol-
lana in “ Lessons in Life.”

The Influence of Praise.

It is pleasant to be praised. The man
does not live who is insensible to honest
praise. The love of approbation is as
natural to ev;
of offspring, or the love of liberty. It
was planted there by God's hand, and it
is as useful and important in its fruit, as
it is fragrant and beautiful in its flower.
I repeat that the man does not live who
is insensible to honest praise. That
great orator who seems to be a king in
the world, independent of his race, hold
ing dominion over human hearts, lifted
far above the necessity of the plaudits ot
those around him, will pause with grati-
fied and grateful ear to listen to expres-
sions of approval and admiration from
the humblest lips. The greatest mind
drinks praise as a pleasant draught, if
it be honest and deserved. Perhaps you
think that Doctor of Divinity who weighs
two hundred pounds, more or less, and
is clad in glossy broad-cloth, and lifts his
shining forehead above a white cravat,
as Mont Blanc pierces a belt of cloud, and
talks articulated thunder, and veils his
wisdom behind gold-mounted spectacles,
and moves among men with ineffable dig-
nity, is above the need of, and the appe-
tite for, praise. Ah, you don’t know the
soft old heart under that satin waistcoat!
It can be made as warm and gentle and
grateful, with just and generous praise,
as that of a boy. Nay, the barber who
takes his reverend nose between his
thumb and fingers, and sweeps the beard
from his benevolent chin, understands
exactly what to say in order to draw
from his pocket an extra skxpence. There
is no head so high, there is no neck so
stiff, there is no back so straight, that it
will not bend to take the flowers which
praise tosses upon its path.—Dr. Holland
in * Lessons in Life.,”

Characteristics of Metho-

dism.

In former times Methodism was dis-
tinguished from other churches no less
by its spirit than by its doctrines and
methods. A peculiar fervor, enthusiasm
and vigor characterized all the exercises
of our church. One would at once
recognize a Methodist meeting by the
energy with which the preaching. prayer
and testimony were carried on. To some
extent this trait is still prominent, but
we have toned down and our fellow
Christians of the other churches have
toned up, and in spirit the evangelical
churches are nearer alike than formerly.
But even now a Methodist prayer-meeting,
whether in New England, or Ohio, or
Oregon, has generally a distinct flavor
which will be found in no other church.
~Dr, Hurlbut, in “Our Church.”

human soul as the love*
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Shameful Neglect.

The most precious possessions that ever
comes to a man in this world is a
woman's heart. Why some graceful and
most amiable women whom | know will
presist in loving some men W hom 1 also
know, is more than I know. I will not
call their !)ve an exhibition of per
verseness, although it looks like it; but
that these men with these rich, sweet
hearts in their hands grow sour anl
snappish, and surly and tyrannical and
exacting, is the most unac ountable thing
in the world. If a pig will not allow
himself to be driven, he will follow a
man who offers him corn, and he will eat
the corn, even though he puts his feet in
the trough; but there are men who take
every tenderness their wives bring them,
and every expression of affection, and
every service, and trample them under
their feet without tasting them, and with-
out a look of gratitude in their eyes.
Dr. Holland in * Lessons in Lite.”

Ordinary Duties.

What we greatly need in this country
ig the inculcation of soberer views of
life. Boys and girls are bred to discon-
tent. Everybody is after a high place,
and nearly ev body fails to get one;
and failing loses heart, temper and con-
tent. The multitude dress beyond the
means, and live beyond their necessitie
to keep up a show of heing what they are
not, Humble employmeits are held in
contempt, and humble powe are every-
where making high employments con-
temptible. Our children need to be edu-
cated to fill, in Christian humility, the
subordinate offices of life which they
must fill, and taught to respect humble
callings, and to beautify and glorify them
by lives of contended and glad industry.
—Dr. Holland in “ Lessons in Lite.”

The Mirage.

There is a phenomenon that is called
mirage, that may be seen on sandy plains
or deserts on any very hot day. b
sand becomes very much heated and
stratum of heated air is formed close to
the ground which makes the density of
the air increase upward, for a distance,
forming & line of condensation which
acts as a reflecting surface for light, and
it has the appearance of smooth water,
Any one seeing it for the first time will
declare that it is water, and in fact the
deception is perfect as 1 have occasion
to know.

I was once travelling through what is
called Smoky Valley, in Nevada, on a hot
day. About two o'clock in the afternoon we
came in sight of a large body of water
several miles in extent, us it appeared to
me. It was a lake of wondrous beauty,
with a smooth surface, The mountains
and trees were reflected in the water in
inverted position, as all of us have seen
in other bodies of smooth water. I
imagined that I could see towns and
citles scattered along the distant shores,
and the deception was so perfect that for
the time I could not believe it was not
what it seemed. My companions were na-
tives, and knowing that I was “a tender-
foot.” were disposed to have a little fun;
and they had it. They had names for the
towns, as well as the lake, and I got a
lot of information regarding the indus-
tries carried on there. T could discern
sails in the haze of the distance, and
imagined T could see moving trains and
hear the whistle of locomotives. After
I had enjoyed this spectacle for an hour
or more, as we jogged slowly along in
our waggon, and the natives had had un-
told fun in a quiet way, the whole thing
suddenly picked itself up and got out of
sight. 1 knew then that I had been
witnessing an unusually fine exhibition
of mirage on the desert.—Elisha Gray in
“Nalure's Miracles.”




278 THE CANADIAN EPWURTH ERA.

 Srom the Field.

Edmonton District.

Good progress has been made In
League work on this district. ‘ten new
Leagues have been organized in one year.

Clover Bar is the banner League Oi
this district in the Forward Movement
Department. It raised 64 cents per
member for missions during the year.

The Leagues here seem to enter
heartily into the plan of undertaking
the support of Rev. W. B. Chegwin,
missionary to Peace River. The Peace
River country is situated about three
or four hundred miles north-west of
Edmonton, and is being opened up for
settlement. Rev. W. B. Chegwin is the
first missionary appointed by our church
for that distant fleld. The Leagues of
Alberta are undertaking his support.

The Epworth League at Clover Bar
was especially glad to hear and see Rev,
W. B. Chegwin, on Sunday, July 5th.
In his trip north he stopped over and
preached at Clover Bar.

A new League at Fort Saskatchewan
desires to have the claims of the For-
ward Movement presented to them. This
is to be done on the 29th inst.

Carman District Convention.

The fourth annual convention of the
Carman District League, held at Glen-
boro’, was quite a success. Fifty-two
delegates were present, as well as a num-
ber of others who were interested in the
young people’s movement. Very helq-
ful addresses were given by Rev. W.
C. Leech, on * Personality as a Power in
Christian Work,” and by Rev. J. C.
Walker, on “The Epworth League as a
Power in the World.”

“How to Conduct a Consecration Meet-
ing,” was discussed by Rev. J. W, Van
Norman, and Rev. J. C. Walker spoke
suggestively on * The Lookout Com-
mittee.”

Rev. R. G. Pritchard dealt with the
subject of “ How to Sustain Interest in
Foreign Missions.”  Rev. J. J. Crook-
shanks read a paper on the Junior
League.

The most unique feature of the con-
vention took place on Tuesday evening,
when Mr. Brooks, of Carman, and Mr.
Shipley, of Glenboro’, debated on the
subject of “Home and Foreign Mis-
glons.” “Resolved, that we are justl-
fied in selecting West China as a mission
field in preference to the Canadian
North-West.”

Mr. Brooks supported the affirmative
and contended that we are justified in
selecting West China in preference to
the Canadian North-West for the fol-
lowing reasons: From the nature ot
missions; “Go ye into all the world
and preach the Gospel” is the com-
mand; on account of the greatness of
numbers in China in comparison with
the Canadian North-West; on account
of the great need of China; how much
more would be accomplished by win-
ning the Chinese for Christ than the
Canadlan North-West.

Mr. Shipley very ably supported the
negat've, and contended that we sup-
port Canadian missions in preference
to Chinese missions; for the sake of
the future of our country; to answer
the call from the settlers; to save our
gacred institutions; and in the interest
of the foreign fleld in the future.

The judges decided In favor of the
affirmative.

Wednesday morning was devoted to
business, during which time the Presi-
dent, the Rev. W. A. Cooke, read the
annual address, He pointed out how
the League had prospered during the
last year in all its undertakings, and
in particular in their efforts to raise

money to support a missionary, and
suggested that this year the Leagues
take up the organization of Junior
Leagues. ‘The motto was discussed
during the session, and it was decided
that the watchword this year be A
Junic © League in connection with every
Senior League.”

In the afternoon the Rev. R. E.
Spence conducted an open parliament
on literary programmes, Many of those
present were asked to give their experi-
ence regarding literary evenings in the
League, and in this way many helpful
suggestions were thrown out, particu-
larly along the line of getting the young
people interested in reading and in con-
ducting a Reading Circle.

Rev. W. A, Cooke gave an inspiring
address on Bible Study, and Miss San-
derson read a paper on “Our Pledge.”

The convention sermon was preached
by Rev. J. C. Walker.

The officers for the coming year are
as follows: Honorary President, Rev.
Mr. Stacey; President, J. W. Van Nor-
man; First Vice-President, Rev. H. H.
Gilbert; Second Vice-President, Rev.
Mr. Saunby; Third Vice-President, Miss
Sanderson; Fourth Vice-President, Miss
Matchett; Fifth Vice-President, Mrs.
Crookshanks. Associated with the Fifth
Vice-President are Rev. M. Doyle, of
Elm Creek, and Rev. R. E. Spence, of
Glenboro’, who were chosen as cam-
paigners for the Junior League Move-
ment; Secretary, Rev. W. H. Leech;
Treasurer, Mr. Shipley, B.A.; C
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Work in the East.

The y will

his fleld work this year in the East, visit-
ing the Nova Scotia and the New Bruns-
wick Conferences with the object of hold-
ing conventions in all the districts which
have not yet been organized. As far as
possible Epworth League and Sunday-
school interests will be combined, and
delegates from both departments will be
in attendance. We trust that the work-
ers in these Eastern Conferences will do
their best to secure a large attendance
at these gatherings. The following is
the plan:

Sept. 13, 14—Yarmouth, N.8.
“  16—Digby, N.S.
*  16—Annapolis District Convention
at Hillsburg.
17—Liverpool District Convention
at Lunenburg.
“  18—Windsc: District Convention at
“  20—Halifax, N.8
*  21—Halifax District Convention in
Kaye St. Church, Halifax.
23—8ydney District Convention at
N. Sydney.
“  24—Canso, N.S.
26—Truro District Convention at
' New Glasgow.
“  27—Charlottetown, P.E.L.
“  28—Charlottetown District at Char.
lottetown.
ES—Summerslde District at
0

Representative, Rev. W. A. Cooke,

Coming District Conven-
tions.

September and October are the best
months of the year for holding ..strict
Epworth League Conventions, A real
enthusiastic and practical gathering at
this time of the year is worth two neld
in January or February, as far as its in-
fluence on the work of the year is con-
cerned. We trust that as far as possible
all our districts will hold their conven-
tions in the early autumn. Above all
things do not fix upon a date in Novem-
ber, December or March, when roads and
weather are likely to be unfavorable.
The following conventions are reported.
‘We shall be glad to hear of others:

September 1.—Brampton District at Bol-
0.

ton.
September 3.—Bradford
Cookstown.,
September 156.—Wiarton District at Tara.
September 15, 16.—Simcoe District at
Port Dover,
September 16, 17.—Galt District at Hes-

District at

peler,

September 21 23.—Woodstock District at
Woodstock.
September  29.—Picton
Demorestville,
First week in October, Perth District at

Carlton Place.
October 20.—Exeter District at Park Hill

District  at

Convention Programmes.

The Sixth International Convention
may from Ep-
worth League headquarters, Wetherbee
Building, or Katon and Main's, De-
troit, Mich., for 10 cents per copy, post-
age prepaid; also the Convention Sou-
venir, “ Detroit the Beautiful” for 80
cents, postage prepaid.

For Corresponding Secre-
taries.

Corresponding Secretaries of all
Leagues would confer a favor by send-
ing a copy of their programme, and &
correct list of their officers to the Dis-
trict League Secretary. Now we won-
der how many will do it!

Oct., I—Chblllgnm District at Chatham,

“  2—Rally at Amherst, N.S.

“  4—S8t. John, N.B.

* 5—S8t. John District at St. John.

“  §—St. Stephen District at St.
Stephen.

Just a Line or Two.

The Owen Sound Reading Circle had
:illteen members who took the examina-
ons.

The League at Dauphin, NW.T., held
a delightful outing at Lake Dauphin
during the summer.

‘Woodstock District will hold a school
for the study of the Bible and missions
in Dundas Street Church, Woodstock,
September 21st to 23rd.

No report of the Twelve O'clock Point
summer school has been received by this
paper, but we are pleased to learn that it
was a gratifying success.

‘Walkerton Epworth League publishes
a very attractive programme of ser-
vices, which is adorned by a very good
picture of the pastor, Rev, Dr. Ross.

mr. T. 8. Keough, of Toronto West
District, attended the conference of Mis-
slonary Leaders at Lake George. He
reports that it was a most enthusiastic
gathering.

The annual convention of the Ontario
Christian Endeavor Union will be held
in Stratford, September 29th, 30th and

October 1st. There will be a good
programme, and a fine gathering is
expected.

The regular meetings of the Parkdale
League, Toronto, have been kept up all
summer, under the enthusiastic leader-
ship of the President, Mr. Ivor E. Brock.
There has scarcely ever been less than a
hundred in attendance.

We regret very much to hear of the
{llness of Prof. Riddell, at Edmonton.
He had gone there to make investigations
regarding the new college, when he was
taken down with typhold fever. We
hope soon to hear news of improvement.
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Sunday School

The Ge:i.c.al Board.

The General Sundayschool and Ep-
worth League Board will hold its an-
pual meeting, in Wesley Buildings, on
September 2nd, at 10 o'clock a.m.
This board consists of four members
from each conference; half of these
members belong to the Sunday-school
section, and half to the Epworth League
section. BEach conference Epworth
League Convention has the privilege of
electing one member, and all others are
elected by the General Conference. The
two sections of the board meet together
and give attention to both departments.
Su .day-school and Epworth League
affairs are, however, to be considered at
separate sessions. On account of ex-
pense the members of the hoard outside
of Ontario and Quebec do not attend the
annual meeting, but a special arrange-
ment made at the last General Confer-
ence provides that one representative
from the West and two from the Bast-
ern Conferences shall be in attendance.

Order in the School.

1, Have a uniform order of exercises.
The teacher and scholars will soon
learn and observe the times when their
attention is required.

2. Arrange order of exercises so that
there are as few changes as possible
from attention to class duties to atten-
tion to general exercises.

3. Quiet and consistent order in and
about the desk will go far in producing
order among the scholars.

4, The distribution of papers, etc, to
the school should always be had at such
times as the attention to the desk, or
the lesson, or to the singing-book, is not
required.

Childless Teachers.

An entry in John Wesley’s Journal
shows how he handled a criticism which
is still occasionally passed upon child-
less pedagogues:

“In the evening and the following
morning I brought strange things to the
ears of many in Manchester, concerning
the government of their families and the
education of their children. But some
still made that very silly answer, ‘O,
he has no children of his own!’
Neither had St. Paul, nor (that we
know) any of the apostles. What
then? Were they therefore unable to
instruct parents? Not so. They were
able to Instruct everyone that had a soul
to be saved.”

A Superintendent’s Fit

Fitness for the high office of superin-
tendent does not lie in the fact that he
who fills it acceptably i{s prominent in
professional or business life, or that he
stands high in public esteem, or that he
1s a man of exceptionally fine scholastic
attainments, or that he is truly and
eminently plous, or that he is a success-
ful professional teacher, or that he loves
children. But it does lie largely in the
fact that in addition to all the prepara-
tion “that nature, culture and grace have
given him, he has so set his mind and
heart on his high calling that he is will-
ing to learn what his work is, and how
to do it. This is saying that there is
very much to learn about Sunday-school
methods and management before a man
Is_qualified to do the first things in the
office of superintendent. No matter
what a man’s fitness for other stations
in life may be, he is not fit for this until
he realizes that there are many things

for him to learn before he reaches &
reasonable degree of efficiency, The
great superintendents are the most earn-
est students of the whole Sunday-school
problem, Let the young superintendent
put himself in the attitude of a learner.
If he learns his holy calling thoroughly,
he will be prepared for a sphere of ser-
vice scarcely second to any other in all
the long catalogue of Christian activi-
ties.—Bible Studies.

Rally Day.

All Sunday-school officers should re-
member that the last Sunday in Septem-
ber is Sunday-school Rally Day. Lhe
Rally Day celebration gives a splen-
did opportunity for a reunion of oft
cers, teachers, and scholars who have
been scattered during the summer, for
increasing the interest of the parents of
tie scholars and the friends of the
school, and for stimulating all connected
with the school to make renewed and
stronger effort.

Some Common MistaKes.

Mr. J. R. Pepper, one of the most in-
spiring leaders of Sunday-school we=%in
the South, writes brightly about somo
mistakes which are frequently made.

It is a mistake to think it is all to get
people in, Almost anyone can lead an
army into the fleld, but it requires tact
and skill to win a battle; so tact and
skill must be used to win the mnew
scholar for Christ.

It is a mistake to think teaching isall
done on Sunday. The week-day walk is
of more power than the Sunday talk.

It is a mistake to think conversion is
the chief end of teaching. Setting a
person upon the right road is good, but
instruction how to keep it until the other
end is reached Is better.

It is a mistake if the teacher does mot
find Christ in every lesson. The boy
who on his way from Sunday-school was
asked what he had learned about Jesus,
replied, “ We have not got to him yet,”
could be found in too many of our
schools.

It is a mistake to enter upon the study
of any book of the Bible without first
finding out the purpose for which that
book was written. ‘“ Bible drills” from
the desk are helpful to this end.

It is a mistake if the lesson is mot
brought down to the present day, and
made to apply to those who are study-
ing it.

Itisa for the super dent
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ting children of even eight or nine years
of age decide whether they shall go (o
church or not. Parents are altogether
too indifferent in this matter, especially
in cities, and it is a subject which the
pulpit can very well treat with vigor.

In this connection it might be said
that the Sunday-school is a splendid
supplement to church attendance, but &
poor substitute for it. In this age of
specialization many look upon the Sun-
day-school as the children's church.
This is a grave mistake,

The Sunday-school has information

for ite keynote, not worship. Its stir-
ring activity, its friendly bustle, its
conversational and familiar atmos

phere lack the quality of reverence
which is the very first essential of pub-
lic worship. The best Sunday-school
for a child, if there can be but one, is
a seat in the family pew beside its par
gnts, at the ordinary services of the
church.

The argument that children acquire an
aversion to the church by being forced
to “go to meeting” by their parents is
ridiculous.  Children are * forced" by
their parents to do all sorts of things,
such as eating good food and abstaining
from food that {s harmful, attending
school, and going to bed. It is not ap-
parent that they thereby acquire a
rooted aversion to wholesome food, to
sleep, or to an education. Nor is it a
matter of observation that children who
are trained up by their parents to go to
church are the people who, when they
come to adult years, constitute the ab-
sentee class from church attendance and
services. The argument i{s simply one
of those ingenious and plausible little
fictions invented by that very rabid op-
ponent of church services, the “ father
of lies.”

The Review.

In reply to the question, Should a
superintendent take any time for a
review? the 8. 8. Journal says:

“ A review that is well done is a good
thing. A review poorly done is not
likely to add much to a lesson which
has been thoroughly taught in the class,
One point in favor of a review, however,
is the fact that in the average Sunday-
school the lesson has not been well
taught in every class. Generally speak-
ing, there should be a review and not a
reteaching of the lesson. It should be
brief and rapid and made up of a few
important points.

A review becomes a bore when the
scholars are compelled to listen to a

to use the word * children” very much
when talking to his school, unless he
wants to drive away all those who feel
that they are no longer children. Why
not say scholars ? That fits all ages.

It is a mistake for the teacher to at-
tempt to answer every question that
may be asked. Ofttimes it is better, and
greater evidence of smartness, to say,
“T do not know."

Church-Going for Children.

The Church Economist has some ex-
cellent suggestions upon the subject of
church-going by children. The article,
however, does not put sufficient stress
upon the worshipful element in the Sun-
day-school. The Sunday-school is to
give information, but it exists also to
develop the spirit of worship. The
points made by Dr, H’ll.l‘lls ghould be

5 e i

p D
thus states the case:

The Rev. Dr. Hillls, of Plymouth
Church, Brooklyn, has been doing good
service by sharply calling attention to a
lack of parental authority in the mat-
ter of church-going habits of children.
He justly condemns the practice of let-

repr fon of all the facts in the
lesson, and this feeling is aggravated
when as much or nearly as much time is
given to the review as was taken by the
teacher in the class. When this is done
the scholars are apt to become weary
and inattentive and, perhaps, disorderly,
and the favorable impressions made in
the class is likely to be dissipated. It
is sufficient to take only a few minutes
for the review and to pack Into these
minutes a few essential facts.”

A LooKout for Absentees.

It is well to have some one to be al-
ways on the outlook for the members
who are apt to be dropping ont.  This
is really the teacher's work, but all
teachers will not attend to it, and it is
so very Important that it should be
placed in the hands of one who will ses
that it is done and will co-operate with
the teachers in this duty.

John Wanamaker’s Sundav-school s
sald to have 5215 scholars. The church
membership at the church, Bethany Pres-
hyterian, is given at 2,921
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Missionary.

Music in the Missionary
Meeting.

Now that Christian Endeavors are
hoiaing so many missionary meetings,
our readers will be particularly nter
ested in a most suggestive arucle by
Belle M. Brain, in the Missionary Ke-
view of the World, on the subject ot
music in the missionary meeting. The
writer thinks, and, we believe, quite
correctly, that music is not always as
effective in the missionary meeting as it
should be. A serious hindrance to the
spiritual power of music is the use of -
appropriate selections,  Elaborate an-
thems rendered largely for the gratifica-
tion of the musical faculty, and not in &
true spirit of worship to God, are out of\
place in missionary meetings. So also
is secular music of any kind. The prac-
tice of having secular solos in the hope
of attracting those not interested in mis-
sions is deplorable. No matter how
beautiful and pleasing such music may
be, it has no place on the missionary pro-

Every i 'y or ion
should have a committee to take charge
of the music, and see that it is made an
attractive feature of each meeting, An
accompanist should also be appointed,
and either a precentor or choir to lead the
singing, but it is well to remember that
the power of sacred song is immeasur-
ably increased when *the hands that
touch the organ keys and the voices that
lead the singing in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs are at the disposal of
the Holy Ghost and usable as His instru-
ments.”  While it is well, occasionally,
to arrange for appropriate solos and duets,
music in the missionary meetings should
largely consist of congregational singing.
The method of conducting it, however,
may frequently be varied. Responsive
singing, rightly conducted, can be made
very effective. In hymns, such as “I'he
Light of the World” and “What a Won-
derful Saviour! " where two lines ot
each stanza are alike, one division of
the society may sing the first and third
lines and the other respond with the
second and fourth, all uniting in the
chorus. In such hymns as “ Revive Us
Again " and “ Bringing in the Sheaves,”
where the repetition occurs in the chorus,
the entire society may sing the stanzas
and the two divisions alternate in the
lines of the chorus. Reading the words
of a hymn instead of singing them is
helpful occasionally.

A Twenty-Four-Hour Day.

Calling one day upon a business man
in his office, I found him, as usual, “up
to his eyes” in work.

“8it down and wait a moment,” he
said, handing me a chair.

“You are always working” I ex-
claimed; “how many hours do you put
in each day?”

“ Twenty-four,” he
smile,

My face expressed my astonishment.

“Yes,” he said, ‘1 work ten or twelve
hours here; the rest of the time I am
working at the other side of the world—-
by proxy, of course.”

“1 don't understand,” T said.

“Let me explain,” he returned, more
geriously than before. “ When I was

replied, with a

a Dnative

1 took up the support of
preacuer in China."

There my triend took down a much-
thumbed map of southern China, and
pointed out a certain town.

“There 18 where my man is at work,”
he said. " We have representatives of
our business in several of tne principal
cities of the world. 1 call tnis our mis-
sionary branch. Ay man tnere is work-
ing while 1 sleep. He is my substitute.
In that way 1 work twenty-tour hours a
day—tor the Master. 1 work here tor
the money to keep my representauve
working over there.”

Encouragements.

The whole world is now open for the
reception of the Gospel. The Bible is
printed in 250 languages and dialects.
There are 150,000,000 copies in circula-
tion. The number of missionary so0-
cities is tenfold what it was eighty years
ago. The number of converts is nearly
fittyfold. Wonderful revivals, with
pentecostal power, are frequent In
heathen lands. The increase in member-
ship in heathen lands is thirty times
greater than at home in proportion to the
number of ministers employed, although
the tests of discipleship are of the most
trying nature. But above all other en-
couragements are the precious promises
of God. Our great desire is to awaken
the people of God to the unparalleled
opportunities of our own age, and
the need of a movement more deep
and wide, more earnest and self-
denying, more bold and aggressive,
than anything that has yet been
attempted, to reach the neglected at
home, and evangelise the mighty genera-
tions abroad—the one thousand million
souls who are dying in Christless despair
at the rate of 100,000 a day. Let us re-
member: * The light that shines farthest
shines brightest nearest home.”

Picture of a Decaying Church
An artist was once asked to paint &
picture representing a decaying church.
To the astonishment of many, instead ot
putting on the cavas an old tottering
ruin, the artist painted a stately editice
of modern grandeur. Through the open
portals could be seen the richly carved
pulpit, the magnificent organ and the
beautiful stained glass windows.

Just within the grand entrance
guarded on either side by a “pillar of
the church,” in spotless apparel and
glittering jewellery, was an offering
plate of goodly workmanship, for the
“offerings " of fashionable worshippers.
But—and here the artist's conception of
a decaying church was made known—
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theology at a seminary in German, ,
then came here, where I found that i,
imperfect English was an unsurmouni-
able barrier to religious work among the
Indians. We had no cook. Some I
our best teachers were ill nearly all ti

time, so I became the cook, and I o
it unto God, believing that every soul
saved by these devoted workers whoie
health I have improved, is part of my
work. Do you approve?” “Do I ap-
prove?” I said. * Why, every pot and
kettle a C

in your hand. The Master said: ‘Aud
whosoever of you will be the chiefesi,
shall be servant of all. For even the
Son of Man came not to be ministercd
unto, but to minister, and to give his lite
a ransom for many,'"—Mrs. Harriet
Earhart Monroe,

Favorably Impressed,

‘With our missionary work in China |
am most favorably impressed. We are
doing a larger and better work in this
country than I had supposed. 1 knew
the statistics of our work here, but I did
not know, until I came to see, the quiet
and yet far-extending influence our mis-
sionaries are exerting over this people
in the schools and hospitals we have
established among them, In our school
and hospital work we are not only reach
ing the lower classes, but the higher and
most influential classes are coming to us
for medical treatment; even princes of
the royal blood are grateful patients of
some of our medical missionaries. No
treatment for a physical ailment is ever
ministered without also ministering to
the needs of the soul.—Rev. Dr. Homer
Eaton.

A Great Gift,

One Sunday, years ago, there came to
one of the churches at Utica a clergyman
who made an appeal for the missionary
work among the heathen, which was
then a new work to American Christians.
Among those who were moved by his
appeal was a godly mother, who had little
to give in the way of money, but who,
tearing out a fly-leaf from a hymn book,
wrote on it, “I promise to give my two
sons to be missionaries, and dropped it
in the contribution box. Those two sons
were 8. Wells Williams, one of the
greatest missionaries who ever went to
China, and Dr. Frederick Williams, who
was in his sphere almost as distinguished
a missionary at Mosul.  After all, those
who give life give more than those who
give money.

S Population.

right above the offering plate,
from a nail in the wall, there hung a
square box, very simply painted, and
bearing the legend,  Collection for For-
eign Missions;” but right over the slot,
through which certain contributions
ought to have gone he had painted a huge
cobweb!

*They Also Serve.”

1 orce visited the Indian school at
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Professor
Bryan was then at the head of it. At
table 1 was trying to find from each
teacher his share in the great work they

at school I became deeply i in
the mission cause. I determined to go
out to China and work in the field.  But
my father died, and his business here
was in such a state that no outsider
could successfully carry it on. ‘I'here
were a mother, sisters, and younger
brothers dependent upon the profits of
the house. I was obliged to remain
here. But I determined, nevertheless,
to have a representative in the field and

were doing. Opposite me sat a bright-
faced , looking the wisest person
at the table. As I came to him I said:
“And you, Professor?” * Madam, !
am the cook.” Whether my face flushed

with surprise, or mnot, I do not know.
No one smiled. After a somewhat em-
barrassing moment for me, he said:
“ Madam, since I was a little boy I have
desired to be a missionary to the Indians,
1 received a good education, graduated
at Berlin University, took a course in

A new census of China, just completed,
shows that the population is 426,447,000,
The number of inhabitants in Man-
churia, Mongolia, Thibet and Turkestan
was only estimated. These figures show
that more than one-fourth of the world
is contained within the Chinese Empire.
Even the British Empire, with its vast
possessions on every continent has 30,
000,000 less inhabitants tiian China In
1890 E. G. Ravenstein estimated the in-
habitants of the earth at 1,487,900,000.
Since then the number has increased to
about 1,500,000,000.

Scarcity of Missionaries.

A missionary of the Church of Eng-
land writes from mnorthern Nigeria:
“From my hcuse I ean walk straight
away until I have walked the whole
length of Englan and Scotland combined
five times “-iore I could see another
missionary, end if I then saw one he
would be in a ship going to Uganda.”
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S

Forward Movement
for Missions.

In charge of F. C. STEPHENSON, M.D., oM,
Missionary Vice-President Epworth League Board,
Wesley B ngs, Toronto.

For Your League and Its
Members.

Have you a missionary evening once
a month? Are the books in your mis-
sionary library read? Is each member
of the League giving to missions? Has
your League ever written to your mis-
sionary? You can find the address ot
your missionary in the Missionary Out-
look, the Missionary Bulletin, and the
Summer School Hand-Book.

Have you seen a copy of the Missionary
Bulletin? I not send 15 cents to Dr.
Stephenson, Methodist Mission Rooms,
Toronto, for a copy.

Have you a missionary study class?

Do you pay in your missionary money
to your pastor once a quarter?

Do you pay daily for our missionaries,
and the people they are trying to help?

Do you know how many missionaries
our young people are supporting?

Wanld you like to increase the mission-
ary interest in your League? Begin wiw
prayer, continue with getting informa-
tion about our missions and using this
information.

Are you in earnest for * The Evangeli-
zation of the World?"

Japan’s New Missionary.

REV. R. C. ARMSTRONG, D.A.
Will represent Woodstock, Milton, and Galt Districts,

During part of July and the month of
August Mr. Armstrong has been busy
visiting the Leagues of the three dis-
tricts which have united to support him
in Japan. 'The meetings have been well
attended and the interest in missions in-
creased. It has been a great satisfaction
to the districts that Mr. Armstrong has
personally campaigned the Leagues
pledged for his suppore.

Galt District will hold its convention at
Hespeler, September 16th and 17th. The
distinctive features will be the study of
the Bible and missions on the school
plan.

Woodstock Distriet will  hold an
Autumn School in Woodstock, September

21st, for the special study of the Bible-

and missions. The Bible study will be
conducted by Prof. J. F. McLaughlin, of
Victoria University. Mr., Armstrong
will attend both schools,

The Heart of §2-Chuan.
BY E. W. WALLACE.

The Forward Movement Text-Book for
1008-}.

Our motto—Pray, Study, Give, cannot
be worked into satisfactory results with-
out something to study. West China has
been made familiar to us through the let-
ters from missionaries in the Missionary
Outlook, the Epworth Era and the Guar-
dian, but these sources are not sufficient
for connected study. To meet the need,
the Forward Movement has issued its
first text-book in one of our mission
fields, The book is on “Our Work in

West China,” and will be the text-book
used during the coming winter in our
Leagues, study classes and by individual
workers.

Mr. E. W. Wallace, of Victoria Col-
lege, has prepared this text-book from
information gathered from many sources

and arranged it so that we now have &
valuable history of our West China mis-
sion. The book is well written, and the
object for which it is designed is not tor
one moment lost sight of in the interest-
ing descriptions of the country, the peo-
ple and the long journey into the heait of
$Sz-Chuan.

The chapters are so arranged that each
is a study of some particular phase of
the work. The suggestions on * How
to Conduct a Study Class " are practical
and helpful. The list of books on China
and those for reference are valuable to
student and reader.

Every League should procure a copy
of this book, and place it in the League
library. The price is 36 cents, and may
be ordered from F. C. Stephenson, Wes-
ley Buildings, Richmond Street, Toronto.
It will be especially valuable, inasmuch
as the monthly missionary topics for 1904
are taken from its pages, and its study
will be exceedingly helpful.

The Summer School and The
Summer Resort.

12 O'CLOCK POINT. ERIE,

ELGIN €O,

GRIMSBY PARK.

The Summer Schools for the study of
the Bible and missions, have come to stay
and develope and multiply. The need of
trained workers to carry on the work ot
the church has created the demand for
the means of preparation.

College professors, missionaries home
on furlough, Epworth League leaders, as
well as those to whom has come the vision
of the posibilities in our young people
awaiting development, are united in the
effort to give the opportunity for the
study of the Bible and missions.

The custom of our, people to leave the
towns and cities, during the summer
months, and live by lake or river, in cot-
tage or hotel, lends valuable aid in carry-
ing out the summer school idea at several
centres. Why should our young people
not use these summer resorts for study
and recreation, while the physical life
is refreshed and strengthened by the
healthful outdoors, with all its beauties,
through summer school the daily Bible
study and the knowledge gained of our
world-wide neighbors and their needs,
and the higher life finds rest and gathers
strength for life's work.

At 12 O'clock Point, near Trenton, on
the Bay of Quinte, a successful school
was held during the early part of June.
This year it was tried as an experiment.
At the close of the school it was unani-
mously decided to hold another school
next June.

Grimsby Park, at the western end of
Lake Ontario, is famous as one of the
most delightful gathering places for sum-
mer recreation on the continent. During
th last week in July, for the first fime.
a summer school for the study of the
Bible and missions gathered at the his-
torie camp ground.  As the days of the
school went by the interest grew, and
additional classes were arranged to meet
the requests of those who were unable to
attend the morning sessions. Another
school for next year is already being
planned for.

At Brie, Elgin County, on the shores of
Lake Erie, during the second week in
August, a large number of young peonle
assembled for the third summer resort
school. The careful preparation which
had been made for this school, both for
the hours of study and recreation, made
the school a success.

Summer holidays, instead of heing A
hindrance to the life of our church, may
through this latest phase of the For-
ward Movement, become a recreative
force, physically, mentally and spirit-
ually.
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Collingwood and Brace-
bridge Districts.

Rev. A. C. Hoffman, S.T.L., who sails
for China next month, is the missionary
representative  for Collingwood  and
Bracebridge Districts. Mr. and Mrs.
Hoffman have visited all the Leagues on
both districts, and have made many
warm friends among the Leaguers.

The Missionary Rally, which was held
at Thornbury, August 4th, Gth and 6th,
proved to be one of the most helpful mis-
sionary gatherings in the history of the
district. Dr. W. E. Smith, who has just
returned from Kiating, §z-Chuan, West
China, was present and brought the needs
and opportunities of our work there home
to the hearts of all.

During the three days there were many
opportunities for getting acquainted, as
all meals were served in the school-room
of the church. The social hours which
this arrangement afforded for conversa
tion with the outgoing missionary and
speakers added to the value of the many
helpful addresses and digcussions during
the regular sessions.

News Items.

Rev R. C. Armstrong, who leaves for
Japan in October, has visited the Leagues
of the Galt, Milton and Woodstock Dis-
tricts, The young people of these dis-
tricts will support Mr. Armstrong.

“1 am buying an Epworth League
Reading Course for the benefit of the
League. [ think if many presidents
would do this it would be money well
spent.” This is a line from a letter re-
ceived from a leaguer in the west. What
will help Epworth Leagues in the west
will also help Epworth Leagues in the
east.

Schools for the study of the Bible and
Missions will be held during the winter
at many points. The District Conven-
tion will be held at the same time, one
afternoon being given up for the business
of the district and the school work, sup-
plying the place of the addresses, papers,
ete., which we are accustomed to have at
our District Conventions.

One hundred and sixty-seven dollars
were paid by the Missionary Society of
the Wesleyan Theological College, Mont-
treal. This is less than last year, but
denotes real progress, as many of the
Leagues of the Montreal, Huntingdon
and Waterloo Districts, which formerly
gave through the college, now give inde-
pendently. Huntingdon District contri=
butions amount to $175.

Mr, and Mrs, Gaudin, of Nelgon House,
Keewatin, cared for fourteen Indian chil-
dren in their own home last spring. in
order that they might complete the gchool
year while their parents were obliged to
go fishing. The parents supplied what
provisions they could. The mother
helped Mrs. Gaudin make six moose hair
mattresses. Some Epworth Leaguers in
Ontario had sent sheets and quilts, and
these did good service in making it pos-
sible for Mrs. Gaudin to {ake the children.

The members of the Carlton Street BEp-
worth League, Toronto, who attended the
Summer School, gave the programme at
an evening in the League during Aungust,
The several who took part were success-
ful in giving a helpful account of the
school and telling what they heard to
others. A svnobsis of the Bible study,
and account of the missionary addresses,
and a short outlook of the Missionarv
Department of the Leagune through
the business methods which were dis-
cussed at the school, will be verv helnful
in helping the leaguers of Carlton Street,
in giving $300.00 for missions, the mark
at which they aim this year.
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Devotional Service

BY REV. T. J. PARR, M.A,

SEPT, 20.—“WHY AND HOW WE
SHALL BEAR WITNESS FOR
CHI

Home REeApINGS,

Mon., Sept. 14. Through the Spirit ,
Tues., Sept. 15, Of Christ’s lordsnip
v ‘ Of His power to save

Of His kindness
Fri, Nept. 18, Of a hope of heaven
Sat., Sept. 19, Rewards of confession

Unless there are witnesses for Chris-
tianity it dies. Lacking testimony to
the truth, which Christ declared, the
great cause cannot advance. The audi-
ble witness of the tongue and the silent
testimony of Christ-like lives are both
necessary.

WITNESS—ITS MEANING

The word * witness” is derived from
the Anglo-Saxon word * witan,” which
means “to know.” The root meaning,
therefore, of witness is “ one who knows "
—one who has personal knowledge ot
anything. 8o, to witness for Christ, one
must know him by spiritual experience,
must have a personal knowledge of him
by the Spirit through his Word. Only
thus can one render effective to the
Saviour of the world. In a court of law,
the statement of a witness is immedi-
ately challenged if he testify to anything
of which he has not personal knowledge.
If the witness ways: “Mr. A. told me
that Mr. B. was on the railroad bridge
at the time of the accident,” the Jjudge
would likely say, “ Don't tell the court
what Mr. B. told you, tell us what you
know by actual observation.” And the
faithful and effective witness for Christ
is not the one who says: “I have been told
that Christianity is a good thing, that it
satisfies the soul and guides the life
aright””  No! testimony that has real
power in it is that wnich is the outcome
of “1 know.” The strength of the
Christian is not in arguing, but in testi-
fying. He bears witness to facts which
he knows. Hence just in proportion as
he has experienced what Christ can do,
and as his nature and life have heen,
transformed by the truth, can he do his
best work as a Christian.

WITNESSING—HOW ?

All Christians are to be witnesses for
Christ, testifying to the reality of re-
ligion, to the living presence of Jesus—
to his power to save from sin, to guide
into righteousness, to support in trouble,
to the fulfiiment of the promises, to tne
superiority of Christianity as com-
pared with all other religions.

A Christian bears witness—

1. By His Words.—There is much
which can be made known only by his
expressing what Christ has done for him
and in him. What Christ has done for
him is expressed by the atonement. What
Christ has done in him is denoted by his
regeneration.

2. By His Character and Conduct.—A
believer is to be a well-’known example
of what Christ does for a man. .dis
personal life, his family life, his religion
in business, in public affairs, in social
life, are all witnesses as to what Christ
has done for him and can, therefore, do
for others.

3. By His Spirit and Influence.—1he
Christian exemplifies the fact that
“Christ worketh in him." He pravs
and endeavors to answer his own prayer,
“Let this mind be in me what was aiso
in Christ Jesus.” The Christian man

exhibits the spirit of kindness, justice,
mercy—the spirit described in the
twelfth of Romans, His influence, con-
scious and unconscious, is always on
the right side. He can always be
depended upon in a struggle for moral
reform and the ushering in of a better
day. Thus he is a constant, an every-
day witness for the Master, * who went
about doing good.”

ILLUSTRATION.

Do you wish to know how the Spirit
convicts men of sin? Imagine yourself
to be in a house where people have lived
till now entirely at peace in following
sin.  When you come, there comes &
friend who knows the better life, the fear
of God, which is the beginning of wis-
dom, the love of Christ, which is tne
fulfilling of the law. You walk in the
Spirit and do not bring forth the evil
fruits of the flesh. You stand among
your ungoldly companions as a witness
for Christ and his truth. Then the
Spirit will convict the others, You may
not need even to speak one word. The
evil-doers are convicted of their evil-do-
ing by your character and conduct. They
learn from you either to serve the Lord
with you, or to reject your testimony
and fall into greater condemnation.
This is one way in which the Spirit con-
victs of sin and makes faithful wit-
aesalng for Christ effective unto salva-

on.

PETER AND THE APOSTLES.

Peter and the otber apostles are strik-
ing illustration of courage in witnessing
for Christ. And what made them cour-
ageous witnesses? The Spirit wiinessed
In their hearts. The Spirit made clear
the word of Christ in their souls. He came
with power, witnessing to their spirits
that they were God's children. ‘I'hey
realized that their treasure was in
heaven. They were united in one and
the Spirit was the messenger passing he-
tween them. Thus spiritually equipped,
it is no wonder they declared “ we ought
to obey God rather than men,” and * we
are his witnesses of these things; and so
is also the Holy Ghost whom God hath
given to them that obey him.”

ILLUSTRATION.

When the sunbeams have borne wit-
ness to the planets and the moon as to
the source of their light, they in turn
shine in the night and bear witness of
the source of their light. When the
sunshine bears witness in the flowers of
the source of their life, then they bear
witness to the source of their life in
their varied beauty and sweet odors.
So should it be with Christians and
Christ,

FROM ANOTHER ANVIL

The original Greek word for “wit.
ness ” is the same as our word “ martyr.”
There can be no true witness-bearing
without some suffering.

Christ, we must ever remamber, is not
speaking for Himself now, but trusts us
to speak for Him. What a privilege!
What a responsibility!

Effective witness-hearing is an art to
be learned by practice. Do not be dis-
couraged if you do not succeed perfectly
at first,

Bear witness to what von know about
Christ and you will soon know more of
which to hear witness. ‘.

The apostles had “filled Jerusalem "
(v. 28) with their teachine. We are to
hear witness for Christ so abundantly
that, though much of the good seed may
fail. some of it must bring forth fruit.

When men onnose us with sneers and
hindrances (v. 29). we are to set off God
against man, and judge which it is best
to mind.
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Every Christian is a witness (v. 3)
for Christ. How much a man that is
on trial relies on his witnesses! And
Christ is always on trial before the
world that He saved.

‘We need never worry about our Witness-
ing, since it is only part ours and the rest
is the Holy Spirit’s (v. 32), who will take
care of all of it for us,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

You will find in the foregoing three
ways of witnessing for Christ pointed
out. Appoint three members of the
League in advance to develop the three
suggestions in a brief paper or address,
Use the daily readings and have them
read at appropriate times in the meet-
ing, or continuously, as you think best.
Of course, spend considerable time in
testimony, so that the service will illus-
trate the topic. Are there not some
who will witness for Christ for the first
time?

SEPT. 27.—*“MISSIONARY: THE EVAN-
GELIZATION OF THE WORLD
AS A WATCHWORD."”

Hosme Reavives,
Mon,, Sept. 21.  Getting back His own
Healing for the nations

Nosunset ... vase
A whitened fleld |

The idea of evangelizing the world
in a generation, did not originate, as
some have thought, with Student Vol-
unteers for Foreign Missions. In sub-
stance, and often in practically the same
phraseology it has been urged in differ-
ent generations by leaders of the church,
both in Christian countries and on the
mission fields. The Student Volunteer
Movement, however, was the first body
of Christians to adopt it as a Watchword,
and to promote in an organized way its
acceptance by all disciples of Christ.

ADOPTION OF TIE PHRASE.

When the Students’ Volunteer Move-
ment was fully organized in 1888, one
of the first acts of its Executive Com-
mittee was the adoptation of the phrase,
“The Evangelization of the World in
This Generation,” as the Watchword of
the movement. From that time to the
present, the leaders of the movement in
North America have earnestly advo-
cated the idea. The leaders of the
Student Volunteer Missionary Union of
Great Britain in 1896 adopted the same
Watchword. This Watchword was
adopted for the movement in the sense
of making it a great aim of the move-
ment, toward the realization of which
they as leaders would seek to guide its
forces. As a result, not only many Stu-
dent Volunteers, but a great number of
other Christians, have accepted the
evangelization of the world in this gen-
eration as a controlling principle in their
lives. In a word, it was made the
Watchword of a movement in order that
it might more widely and more effectively
be made the watchword of individual
lives,

REMARKABLY EFFECTIVE.

In actual use the Watchword has
proved to be remarkably effective. This
is due to the fact that it is at once con-
cise, comprehensive, definite, instructive,
Scriptural, striking and inspiring. It
has helped to concentrate the convictions,
desires and proposals of a great number
of Christians on the work of the world's
evangelization. It has exerted a uni-

fying influence among the voluteers.
This means much in a movement which
has become well-nigh world-wide. As
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a rallying cry it has been of great value,
affording a strong ground ol appeal to
men 10 become volunteers, It has
attracted the attention of the church,
lifted its faith and moved it to a greater
gacrifice and prayerfulness. It has
kept before the volunteers, as well as
other Christians, the universality and
urgency of their purpose. It has im-
ported a steadiness of purpose, a unity of
aim, and a ringing note of hopefulness to
the whole union.

HELPFUL TO INDIVIDUALS.

The Watchword has exerted a most
helpful influence in the lives of individual
Christians, By emphasizing Christ's
command, it furnishes a powerful motive.
By urging the responsibility comprised
in a life time of service, it lends greater
intensity to one's missionary zeal and
activity. It prevents unnecessary de-
lay. It leads to the study of what i8
jvolved in the evangelization of the
world in a generation, It calls out enter-
prise, self-sacrifice and heroism, and
stimulates hopefulness and faith, It
brings to the individual the inspiration
which results from union with many
others having the same ideal and pur-
pose.

Many testimonies regarding the value
of the Watchword to the life of the Chris-
tian might be given. A prominent
Christian worker says:

“In my life the Watchword has be-
come a passion and a controlling force.
It has kept me from confining my prayers
and effor(s to any one country. It has
prevented me from magnifying a corner
of the world-field out of its proper pro-
portion. It has given me a turer per-
spective in service, a bolder faith in God,
and a broader love for all evangelical
Christian denominations; since the co-
operation of all is necessary for the reali-
zation of the Watchword. Moreover, it
has increased my love for the Lord, who
not only suffered and rose again from the
dead, but also made it possible that re-
pentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name hy the Christians
of each generation to the unevangelized
of their generation.”

WHO SHOULD ACCEPT IT ?

It is hoped that missionary societies
and other Christian organizations may
accept the Watchword, not only as ex-
pressive of the duty of the Christians ot
the present generation, but also as one
of their points of missionary policy. In
the last analysis, however, the Watch-
word must be made the Watchword of
individual Christian, it it is to be real-
ized. The Watchword must be regarded
and treated by each Christian as though
he were the only one to whom it had
come. It belongs to each one to give
himself to the evangelization of the
world in his day with such energy and
faith that, if a sufficient number of Chris-
tians could be induced to do likewise,
the task could be achieved. Responsi-
bility is individual, non-transferable,
urgent. Each Christian should be on
his guard lest he be hindered from dis-
charging his responsibility to the un-
evangelized. The number of the heathen,
the serious combination of difficulties on
the mission field, the indifference of so
many Christians, the lack of active in-
terest among one’s own assoclates, should
not be allowed to keep any Christian
from saying. “ T am debtor both to Greeks
and barbarians,” and, therefore “as
much as in me is, T am ready to preach
the Gospel.”

WHAT 18 INVOLVED ?

What is involved in taking as one's
personal watchword the evangelization of
the world in this generation? Far more

than mere intellectual assent to the idea
and nominal acceptance of it.  More
even than earnest belief in it and strong
desire to see it realized Knowledge,
emotion and resolution are mot substi-
tutes for action. It is very dangerous
for a man to become intellectually con-
verted to a great idea and not practi-
caliy. Nothing less is meant than
making the Watchword a commanding
influence in each man’s life.

There are several particulars in which
the Watchword should govern the Chris-
tian. In deciding upon his life work
the Christian must let the Watchword
have its true place, and not be afraid to
settle the question in the light of the
opportunity and obligation to make
Christ known to all men. He should be
ambitious to enter that particular work
and field in which his life will count most
for the world's evangelization. This de-
cision, made conscientiously and fear-
lessly, will result in not a few going out
to ur lized lands as 8
for Christ. Others will be led to work
fn Christian countries as ministers and
Jaymen, but for the same purpose, to
give all mankind the opportunity to know
Christ. The religion of Christ should
be a great reality in the life of
every man who adopts such a Watch-
word. How inconsistent and unreal

it would be to urge preaching
Christ as the sufficient ~ Saviour

and rightful Lord of all men, and yet
not know him in personal experience
day by day as a triumphant Saviour and
as the actual Master of one's life. There
is no more direct or effectual way to
hasten the evangelization of the world
than to give Christ the absolute right of
way in one's own life and to be filled and
energized by His Spirit.

The Watchword summon# the man who
would come under its sway to a life of
self-sacrifice, to a life of prayer. He
must devote himself with intensity and
enthusiasm to its realization. And real
Christian enthusiasm is not a product
of the energy of the flesh, but of the
spirit of the living God. 1t is impossi-
ble to measure what might be done by a
few men, who catching a vision of the
world evangelized, yield themselves
wholly to God to be used by him to
realize the vision.

Was it not one man, Peter the Hermit,
who stirred all Christendom to unex-
ampled sacrifice of proverty and life to
rescue the Holy City from the Moslems?
Did not God use Carey alone to awaken
a sleeping church and usher in the mar-
vellous modern missionary era? Was
it not Clarkson who was instrumental in
quickening the conscience of a whole
nation to abolish the slave-trade? Was it
not Howard who. also single-handed and
alone,1aid tare before the eycs of the world
the sad state and suffering of the prison-
ers of different lands and brought about
reforms for the amelioration of their
condition ? So to-day, let not one, or &
few, but many of those in all lands and
among all races who acknowledge Christ
as king arise and resolve, at whatever
cost, to devote their lives to leading for-
ward the hosts of God to fill the whole
world with a knowledge of Christ in this
generation,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

“The Evangelization of the World in
this Generation,” is a great Christian
Watchword. This meeting might he well
enent in examining three questions: 1.
The meaning of the Watchword, 2. Who
shonld adopt it? 3. Why should it be
adopted? 4. The results of its adop-

tion. Arrange for four three-minute
papers in answer to these questions, and
s0 frame the meeting as to make the won-
derful phrase, blessed of God, live in the
minds of the young people present.
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OCT.4.-“GREAT MEN OF THE BIBLE:
WHAT ABRAHAM TEACHES US.”

<105 Rom, 4. 1:2,

Gen. 12.18; Heb, 7

Home ReApINGS.

A lesson i Gen, 18, 1012
A lesson in 14, 1418
A lesson chivaley . 1016
A lesson in hospitality ou, 18, 18
" A lesson in prayer I8, 288
A lesson in faith Gal, 3. 19

The great, outstanding lesson, which
the career of Abraham teaches us is that
of faith, Said a distinguished general
to one of his brigadier officers: * Hasten
onward with your troops to youder
ravine; hold your ground there until [
arrive with the main body of the army!”
The subordinate officer obeyed. But
whence sprang his obedience? He
trusted his general's statement, * Until I
arrive with the main body of the army.”
Faith was not the blossom, it was the
root, and obedience was the flower.
Abraham's remarkable life, his obedience
to God—so prompt and perfect—had its
root in divine trust.  The strength of
his character was faith in God.  Bellev-
ing the Almighty, he obeyed and went
forth and endured.

« And if the way seems rough, I only
1

clasp
The hand that leads me with a firmer
grasp.”

MEANING OF FAITH.

Faith in God implies gomething more
than listening to his voice, and receiving
as truth what he reveals. It is a living
principle that must show itself in action.
Abraham pursued his journey from the
land of his fathers—Ur of the Chaldees
—in response to the call of God, in obedi-
ence to the divine voice. Here is an ex-
ample of the belief of the heart as dis-
tinguished from a mere intellectual assent.
When a man believes with the heart, he
acts upon that belief—It is not a mere
sentiment, but a living, active principle.

1. Faith Trusts in God.—Abraham did
not know where he was going, but, like
Paul, he knew “whom he had believed.”
That faith which merely believes the
truth concerning God is of little value;
but that faith which believes in God 18
powerful and energetic. Such faith is not
an attachment to some system of truth,
which the mind may approve of; it is
trust in a person. Abraham believed
God.”

2. Faith Braves the Unknown.—Abra-
ham went forth on his untried journey
without any clear idea as to where he
was going, or what might awalt him
along his course. The unknown ever
gives a feeling of unrest, and we can
only en‘er it with confidence, and hope
when supported by the mysterious power
of faith. Spiritual men derive the force
and energy of their superior life from
the influence of the distant and unknown.
Faith 1s the power which links these to
the present and makes them a reality to
the soul.

“ He heard the promise as one hears
The voice of waters through a wood;
And faith foreran the appointed years
And grasped the substance of the good.”

3. Faith Has an Element of Reason.—
Religion does not require us to exercise
a blind faith. We have to venture some-
thing, but still we have sufficient reason
to justify us in the step. The call of
God may demand of us that we should g0
beyond what reason could point out, but
never that we should act contrary to
reason. God appeared to Abraham and
Abraham felt that it was reasonable to
obey the high command. It was enough
for him to know that it was God who
spoke, and God could only have a high
and worthy purpose in view in all his
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gifts of Providence as steward of them,

command. 8o following the promptings
of taith is the noblest act of reason.

* For Christian works are no more than
Animate faith and love,
As flowers are the animate springtide.”

FAITH—ITS QUALITIES.

1. Faith is Prompt.—When Abraham
heard the call of God that was to change
his whole life, he exercised great prompt-
ness in obeying it.  There is a popular
maxim that second thoughts are best.
And that maxim is worthy of considera-
tion when applied to ordinary affairs,
for in these, for the most part, to act on
the first impulse is unsafe. But this
advice is not so good when applied to
matters which concern the soul. In
those things that pertain to the comsci-
ence, first thoughts are, as a rule, the
truest and best. He is a foolish man
who, in the things of the eternal world,
delays between the thought and the
action. When God commands, to delay
is to be disobedient. Faith makes haste
to obey. Such was Abraham—ready to
hear the Divine voice, prompt to obey it.

2. Faith Considers Others.—After the
death of his father, Abraham took his
place as the leader of the colony. He
sought to urge others to obedience to the
Divine will by the force of his authority,
or by the milder influence of his example.
He was known to his God as one who
would command his household after him.
True piety is never selfish. He who has
received the mercy of heaven catches the
spirit of the divine benevolence, and
longs for others to share in similar bless-
ings. Abraham was not content to be
absorbed in attention to the salvation of
his own soul. Religion does not place
a saved man as an isolated individual,
but rather in relation to others. ~The
lights of the inner world of the soul, like
the sun, are public—they are intended to
bless far and wide. The life of both
acquires a sublime value by the consci-
ousness that its blessings are shared by
multitudes of others.

3. Faith Faces Difficulties.—To all
human appearance Abraham had little
else than discouragement throughout the
whole of his course. From an outside
view the ordinary observer could not
¢ scern that he had received any real
benefit from his belief in God. (a) He
was a wanderer. He had no settled
place of abode, but travels about from
place to place. (b) He is visited by
enemies, The Canaanites were already
in possession, so that he could not pass
through the country without challenge.
He might have thought that his way
would be made clear before him, and all
he would require to do would be to take
possession and enjoy. (¢) Not much
for himself. The land was to be given
not to himself, but to his “seed.” In
the case of Abraham himself, the
promise appeared to point to an earthly
reward, but in reality had no such ful-
filment. The promise referred to things
remote and beyond the limits of his own
earthly life. /Here was faith which could
trust in God against all appearances, and
when Jenied a present earthly reward.
It was enough for him that God had
spoken, and he would fulfil his word in
his own way.

4. Faith Performs Religious Acts.—
Abraham was not satisfled with private
devotion—with those exercises of the
soul which, though true and real, are in-
visible to others. He made a public
profession and exhibition of his faith.
He “built an altar unto the Lord and
called upon the name of the Lord.” Thus
Abraham made a public confession of
God, and showed that he regarded all
things as consecrated to him. The
action of Abraham in building an altar
amounted to the taking possession of the
land for God. So the believer holds the

and not as their possessor. It is difficult
for man to realize the invisible without
the aid of the visible. Hence, the pious
in all ages have built places in which to
worship God. This arises from no de-
sire to limit God in space; but in order
that men might feel that he is present
everywhere, they must feel that he is
specially present somewhere, Abraham,
100, was not one of those who had his
heavenly treasure and kept it for himself
alone. He made it known to all around
him by outward acts of devotion. His
building of the altar, and calling
upon God, showed his belief that all
claims were on the side of God, and not
on that of man; that all true and lasting
help and reward must come to man from
above.
SCINTILLATIONS,

Obedience to the utmost of the Word of
God 18 the necessary issue of a sound
faith (v. 4).

The rule of the believer's life is what
God has spoken. The divine word
faith (v. 4).

He who shows the obedience of faith is
glled to be a leader of other souls (v.

).

God does more than act upon men by
the outward circumstances of life. He
can appear to the spirit of man and im-
1(;reu_’u) it by his presence and his truth

v 7).

The spiritual feelings of the soul ex-
press themselves in outward acts of de-
votion.

The gifts of God should be consecrated
to his service. Noah thus consecrated
the new world and Abraham the land of
promise.

Abraham erected an altar: 1. As a
protest against the idolatry around him.
2. As a spiritual example to his house-
hold. 3. As a recognition of an atoning
sacrifice for sin.

We may on various occasions change
places, provided we carry the true re-
ligion with us; in this we must never
change.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

A necessity for the intelligent study of
this topic is a brief biography of Abra-
ham. Arrange for it. Any Bible dic-
tionary will give the facts. The fore-
going exposition presupposes this bio-
graphy. Having had the life of Abra-
ham presented, then have another paper
on “What Abraham Teaches Us.” Am-
ple help will be found in this article.
Then, throw out the question, “ What can
we learn from Abraham in our twen-
tieth century life?” Have answers given
generally from members present in the
form of remarks or brief testimony.

OCT. 1. —“GREAT MEN OF THE
BIBLE: WHAT JOSEPH TEACHES
l’s-”

Gen. 41. 14-10, 4246,

Home ReapiNes,

5. To have high ideals . ...... Gen, 87, 511

6, To hear injustice. . en, 1828

. 7. Not to renain a menial . Gen. 9. 16

. 8. Toshow kindness ’ Gen, 40. 1.28
dot. 9. To give God the glory ... Gen, 28
ot. 10. T believe God's promises. .Gen. 50, 22-26

In studying the great men of the Bible
we are inclined to think that they are
elevated above common men by qualities
and favors that ordinary persons can
never obtain. The fact is, if we had seen
Joseph when he lived we should have
thought him remarkably like any other
good man. If we had talked with him,
we should have sald: “ Well, Joseph i8
human like the rest of us. His experi-
ence is much the same as ours, and what
makes him different is the place he fills

SEPTEMBER, 1903—28

in divine Providence.” His abifity may
not be within our reach. But his good
character any of us may possess.

JOSEPH'S CHARACTERISTICS.

1. Joseph Had Good Home Training.—
In reviewing the life of Joseph, on
notices the strong contrast between his
character and that of his brethren.
Joseph was good, noble, valient; his
brethren, selfish, cruel, murderous.
Whence the difference? The brothers
were born when Jacob was in the midst
of active business life, and he probably
spent little time in their home-training.
But Joseph was the son of his advanc-
ing years, when the father had laid aside
active business affairs, and had more
leisure to attend to the moral and re-
ligious education of his son. Thus, in
all likelihood, Joseph's careful home-
training under these favorable conditions,
made much of the difference between him
and his wayward brothers., Home-train
ing! It is true that there are examples
of boys and girls, who have had good
home-training, and who have drifted
from parental counsel. It is also true
that there are examples of boys and girls
who have had bad home influences and
turned out well. But the general prin-
ciple still holds good—good and judicious
home-training will tell, and a young per-
son who has had such is highly favored,
as he or she starts the race of life. Such
training should ever be remembered, as
in the case of Joseph, and father and
mother who gave it, should be kept in
grateful memory.

2, Joseph was Industrious.—Joseph is
introduced to us at seventeen years of
age, at work—busy performing nis ap-
pointed tasks. Industry is divine, for
Christ said, “ My Father worketh hither-
to and I work.” Joseph's occupation at
this time was that of a shepherd. He
was not ashamed of it. He ought to
have been proud of it, for he was a suc-
cessful shepherd. It was a lowly posi-
tion—true. But the way to rise from &
Jowly position is to be conspicuously suc-
cessful in that lowly position. You may
not have found your sphere yet, young
man or young woman, but work hard at
what you are at, and do your best to
succeed, and other paths will likely open
up to you. There are two ways before
every youth entering upon life—one of
ease, self-indulgence, dissipation and
final failure; the other, of high purpose,
noble endeavor, persevering effort, and
then success. Which will it be?

“Toil with rare triumph,
Ease, with soft disgrace,
The motto still for us
And all the human race.”

3. Joseph Sought Moral Good.—
Joseph was sent to find his brothers and
see how they fared. He found they were
acting badly—probably destroying their
father's property and indulging in dissi-
pation. And Joseph brought to their
father the evil report. He was no tattler,
We all despise the tattler. But not to
report a positive and dangerous evil in
order to remove it is a criminal action.
Epworth Leaguers should stand on the
watch-tower of the nation, and when the
enemy to moral and religious life in any
form approaches, he should shout the
alarm, to arms, to arms, the foe is nigh.
Whether it be the liquor traffic, or

1 or Its on the
Great Book of Truth, or wickedness in
high places, or evil in the lower walks of
life, the true Christian must be on the
alert, prove himself a good citizen of a
great country, and pray and work that
our common country may be free from
those moral diseases that will sap the life
of the nation. Eternal vigilance is the

price of moral liberty.
4. Joseph had the Lord with Him.—
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We read that, after Joseph came down to
Egypt, he was finally a success. The
record says, * The Lord was with Joseph
and he was a prosperous man.” " The
Lord was with him"—what does this
imply? The man who abandons sin,
serves God, lives a life of holiness, has
(he Lord with him. The Lord delights
to dwell with such a man He will be
useful, honored, respected, and God’'s
plessing will constantly attend him. The
highest prosperity is the presence and
power of God, in the heart and life.
Great men of all ages have had the Lord
with them. Gladstone sald, when he Was
living, and in the zenith of his glory,
that he had come in contact with sixty
master minds in the course of his politi-
cal lite, and all but five were Christian
men. Some make the great blunder of
supposing that it is weak to be strong
morally and pious religiously. The
very opposite is true. Which is the
stronger man of the two—the one who
resists the tide of evil, or the one who
gives in and floats with the easiest cur-
rent?

5. Joseph was Firm in the Face of
Temptation.—Joseph had not been long
in Egypt before he came in contact With
a severe temptation. There was a woman
in the case, and his honor was assailed,
but true to his principles anl faitaful
to his God, he resisted the persistent
attempts to ruin his character, and dis-
grace the cause of Jehovah. And he was
victorious against the solicitations of
evil. What an age this is for tempta-
tions in a thousand forms! ‘I'he flowing
powl, the strange woman, the defrauding
of employer, the breaking of the Sabbath,
the neglect of religion, the violation of
conscience, Ten thousand pit-falls are
around the young people of the present
age. They must be like Joseph—ftirm
and true. They must learn to look
above them when sorely tried, for God 18
there to help them. Even if falsely ac-
cused, even at the risk of pecuniary 10ss,
they must be firm, unyielding, unfiinch-
ing, in the right.

“ Let each in his sphere be faithrul,
It may be in toil and sorrow;
Who bears a cross for his Lord to-day
Shall wear a crown on the morrow.”

STRAY THOUGHTS.

God wants us to plan our lives, but
when he takes the planning out of our
hands, he wants us to acquiesce,

If Joseph had not made the most of
himself' in prison he would never have
been able to make the most of himself 1n
a palace.

Mea are looking for their “chances” in
the world. Let them give God a chance
at governing their lives, and they will
rise rapidly enough,

God may change our sins into blessings,
as he did the sins of Joseph's brothers,
but never without punishing us in ihe
processes—as Joseph's brothers were
punished.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Again, arrange of a brief biographical
sketch—" The life of Joseph.” It is of
entrancing interest. Then have a paper
or address on “Lessons from the life of
Joseph.”  You will find five suggestive
points in the exposition above. Before
the meeting closes, spend some time in
testimony or religious conversation, with
the following question as the touch-
stone, " How may I imitate Joseph Iin
my daily life?”

Let our Lord's sweet hand square us,
and hammer us, and strike off the knots
of pride, self-love, and world ip
and infidelity, that He mav make us
stones and pillars in His Father's house.
—Samuel Rutherford,

Bible Study.

The following note has been received
from Rev. J. H. Riddell, B.D.:

“It was my privilege to take part in
the Bible study classes conducted at To-
ronto and Grimsby in July. The interest
manifested in Bible study was a great
surprise to me. The people seem hun-
gry to get an intelligent grasp of
the mind of God, as revealed in the
Scriptures.  The studies here were as
searching as those usually given in the
Jecture-room of the college, and yet in
no part of the school work was more
enthusiastic interest taken. At Grims-
by 1 found it difficult to leave off. At
the earnest request of the people lectures
were arranged for the afternoon, as well
as the morning. Al this is prophetic
of good things to come."

Ontario Christian Endeavor
Convention.

A1 Srratrorn, Seer, 20.30, axp Ocr. 8

The Classic City will entertain the
Endeavorers of Ontario in their Conven-
tion for 1903.

Dr. Clark, the man that Canada gave
to Christian Endeavor, will be in attend-
ance, as also will the new General Sec-
retary of Christian Endeavor, Von
Ogden Vogt.

The Convention opens Tuesday after-
noon with a preparatory gervice, led by
Dr, Clark, and in the evening Von Ogden
Vogt will address the Convention after
the usual addresses of welcome have
been given.

A special feature of the Convention
will be the Bible Study classes, conducted
by Dr. Elmore Harris each morning of
the Convention from 8.45 to 10.30, and
for this feature alone it will be worth
the trip to Stratford.

Denominational rallies will be held on
Wednesday evening in the several
churches of the city, and the Junior rally
will be given on Thursday afternoon.

Such well-known speakers as the fol-
Jowing assure the success of the Convefi-
tion. Rev. A. L. Geggle, Toronto ; Rev.
Elmore Harris, Rev. A. Esler, Toronto ;
Rev. W. F. Wilson, Hamilton, Rev. Geo.
8. Clendinnen, Elgin ; Rev. E. R. Hutt,
Ingersoll ; Dr. V. H. Lyon, Ottawa ; Rev.
J. S. Henderson, Hensall ; Rev. Dr. John-
ston, London; Rev. T. Albert Moore,
Toronto ; Rev. R. Whiting, Toronto.

Single tickets can be secured on the
Convention plan, good to start Sept. 26th,
and return Oct. 5th, and if 300 or more
attend (which is very likely) delegates
will get home free.

Miss Nellie Forman, Stratford, is Sec-
retary of the Convention, and delegates
wishing to secure homes in advance
should correspond at once. Reasonable
board can be had at a moderate rate.

It is expected that every Young Peo-
ple's Society of the Province will appoint
delegates and enjoy the inspiration and
spiritual uplift of such a gathering.
Further information can be gecured from
the General Secretary, A, T. Cooper,
Clinton.

Literary Lines.

A biography of the late Dean Farrar
is being prepared by hig son, and is soon
to be published.

Lord Wolseley has written his remin-
iscences and they will be published, prob-
ably in the autumn, in two volumes.

In the production of nine popular
novels, of which 1,600,000 copies were
sold, a statistician estimates that 2,000.-
000 pounds of paper were employed. The
paper is made from wood pulp, and 8s
one spruce tree yields about 500 pounds
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of paper, these nine novels destroyed
4,000 trees, Were they worth the sacri
fice?

Word comes from China that five
young women of that country have ar-
ranged to publish a daily journal in
Canton. They propose to make it an
organ for the women of China, but they
will also give generous space to general
news, It is said the girls come from
excellent families, and that they have
ample financial backing.

Pertinent Paragraphs.

Consider carefully before you say &
hard word to a man, but mnever let a
chance to say a good one go by, Praise
judiciously bestowed is money invested.
—Letters from a Self-made Merchant.

One thing is indisputable : the chronie
mood of looking longingly at what we
have not, or thankfully at what we have,
realizes two very different types of char-
acter. And we certainly can encourage
the one or the other.—Lucy C. Smith,

Be honest with yourself whatever the
temptation, Say nothing to others that
you do not think, and play no tricks
with your own mind. Of all the evil
spirits abroad at this hour in the world,
insincerity is the most dangerous.—J. A.
Froude.

What is man ? Not the drudge of to-
day ; not the form that goes with weary
feet to the busy market; not the form
that bends behind the counter ; not the
toiler with hard hand and bronzed face.
Man is the angel in the human breast,
born of God, born in the image of God,
born to live with God forever.—Bishop
Foster.

You have your cross, my friend. ¥
There is pain in the duty which you do.
But if in all your pain you know that
God's love is becoming a dearer and
plainer truth to you and the vision of the
world's redemption is growing more cer-
tain and bright, then you can be more
than brave ; you can triumph in every
task, in every sacrifice.  Your cross has
won something of the beauty and glory
of your Lord's. Rejoice and be glad for
you are crucified with Christ.—Phillips
Brooks.

Week-day and Sunday.

A week-day rain has no power to keep
a single man from attending to his
business. The exposure required, the
distance to go in the storm, may be ten
times as great, yet it never occurs to an
active business man that the rain in this
case furnishes any reasonable ground
for neglect. So glaring ig the contrast
between the effects of the Sunday and
the week-day rain, that one might al-
most suppose that the former contained
some peculiarly subtle and injurious
qualities that were wanting in the lat-
ter—that it was laden with some peci-
liarly deleterious influence capable of
endangering health and constitution.

A statue of the late Hon, W. E. Glad-
stone was recently placed in ‘Westminster
Abbey. The sculptor was Mr. Brock
R.A., and the statue stands in the North
Transept of the Abbey, between the
statues of Lord Beaconsfield and Viscount
Peel, and near the spot where Mr. Glad-
stone was buried. The monument was
erected quietly, under the superintend-
ence of the sculptor, and without any un-
velling ceremony. The great statesman
is represented standing wearing the
gown of a D. C. L. of Oxford University.
1t is sald that Dean Stanley indicated
the site some years ago, as the one re-
served for Mr. Gladstone’s monument.
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Junior Department

All communications for this nt should be
directed to REV. 8. T. BARTLETT, Box 216, Napanee,
Ontario. He invites the co-operation of all Junior work-
ers in making these pages both bright and profitable,

Roots Better Than Leaves.

A Wild Rose grew by the pasture wail,
A beautiful shrub with branches tall,
‘With wonderful color and rich perfume,
A daisy looked up at her rosy bloom.
L 'flhlch are you proudest, Rose s0
air,
Of your stems or leaves or your flowers
o

rare ?

“ Of neither,” said Rose with a graceful
bend,

“I1 am proudest of my rcots, sweet
friend.”

“Of your roots ? Those ugly things
down in the earth "

Here all the daisies bent with mirth,

And a bobolink swinging on a twig

Sang and danced his loveliest jig—

“Of my roots,” said the Rose, * for they
work away,

Down there in the darkncss, day after

ay,

Contented if only the flowers blow

Up here in the sun, while they toil be-
low.”

WeeKly Topics.

Sept. 13th.—" Lessons from the fruits.”
Matt. 7. 15-20; John 15. 2-8; Gal, b.
22, 23,

“Therefore by their fruits ye shall
know them.” * Herein is my Wather
glorified that ye bear much fruit; and so
shall ye be my disciples.” * The fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suf-
fering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
meekness, temperance; against such there
is no law.” These three verses from
the Scripture lesson this week are the
important ones for study, and are particu-
larly appropriate in this early autumn
season, What are the “ Lessons from
the fruits” which they teach us? 1.
We expect fruit trees to bear fruit. No
matter how beautiful they may be to look
at, we want fruit from them. . . .
They may be ornamental, they may pro-
vide lots of shade; but if they do not bear
fruit, they disappoint us. Apples, pears,
cherries, peaches, plums, or whatever the
tree may be, we want fruit on it, or we

say " That tree is no good.” . . ., Agin
nature so in grace! What is a Chris-
tian for? To bear fruit. We may or

may not be beautiful to look on; but we
are of no use to God unless we bear fruit
for him. . . . 2. All trees do not
bear the same kind of fruit; but every
tree should bear some good kind. You
don’t look for peaches on cherry4trees;
but for cherries. Apples on apples-trees,
pears on pear-trees, and so on all through
the orchard. . . with us. We can-
not all be just alike; but God expects us
to bear fruit for ourselves and not for
others. Don't grumble because you are
not like somebody else. Grow for your-
self.  God wants your fruit. If you
are not in his garden no one else can
just fill your place, . 3. We do all
we can to get not only good fruit, but
lots of it from our trees. We like
heavily-laden trees. Looking out of
my study window as T write, I can see
a beautiful garden full of plum-trees.
They are all bearing. Some of the
limbs are all hanging low down with
fruit.  Although it is in a town lot,
the owner expects twenty bushels of
plums from his trees. He says it Is
because he cares well for them, and
thinks the loads of coal ashes all
around the trees makes them bear so

well year after year. . . . So God
wants “much fruit” from us—all we
can grow for him. He gives ns every
help. The Bible, church, Sunday-
school, League, all unite to make 1t easy
for us to be fruitful. . . . 4. Our
fruit is “love, joy,” ete. As the fruit
shows what is in the very heart of the
tree so do our lives show what is our
nature. If the Spirit dwells within
us, we shall bear the Spirit's fruit. It
not, the fruit will be bad (see Gal. 5.
19, 20). How much better to grow
lovely and wuseful tempers and lives
than to be sour and ugly. . . . 5. Re-
member the fate of the useless fruit-
tree. It is “cut down.” And why
not? It was put there for what the
owner hoped to get from it. If it bears
nothing but leaves and he looks in vain
for fruit, it is only taking up room that
a better tree might use, so he cuts it
down and destroys it. What a sad
thing if our iives have no good fruit
and we are cut down as useless, Let
us avoid all danger of such by proving
that we are Christ's disciples in bearing
much fruit for him.

Sept. 20.—"What Jesus taught about
swearing.” Matt. 5. 32-37; 12.
36, 37.

(Note to superintendent: Explain that
this passage, Matt. 5. 33-37, contains
Christ's teaching concerning oaths—not
“swearing” in the sense in which
your Juniors understood the word. In
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against. Let us remember in our daily
conversation with one another to
Seasonable
Pure l
i;ment WORDS
reealle
Kind J
In our daily talk, too, let us not
Silly
Pert
Exasperating 'WORDS
Angry ’
(Keen cutting) )

Towards God and man, above all, speak
Truthful Words, that you may always
be relied on and believed.

Sept. 27— How we may be home mis-
sionaries.”—2 Kings 5. 1-6; Mark
5. 19. 20.  (Missionary meeting.)

Explain so clearly that even your
voungest member will understand the
difference generally drawn in the mis-
sion field—home and foreign. “ Home"
missionaries are those who work in our
own land, Canada is our home. Mis-
sionaries in Canada are “ Home " mis-
sionaries,  Other lands and the mis-
sionaries in them are “ Foreign.” In
a narrower sense our own town is our
home. Then again, our father's house
is our home. Whether it be at large
or in our own house where we live
from day to day, we cannot “be home

the writer's it is too

a study for the children, but here it is.
Bear in mind yourself that Jesus is here
expounding the law in Lev. 19. 12: “Ye
shall not swear by my name falsely so
that thou profane the name of thy
God.” The Jews interpreted this as
forbidding perjury only, and held that
perjury was not committed where the
false oath was not taken by the name
of God. The law of the Kingdom of
Heaven forbids not only perjury, but all
forms of profane and irreverent swear-
ing. The character of its subjects
should be such that their simple
affirmation (“yea" or “nay”) would be
sufficient. Judicial oaths are not in-
cluded in the things forbidden, for in
that case Jesus would have repealed a
part of the Mosaic law, and con-
demnel his own subsequent conduct
in permitting himself to be put under
(mtl:i by the high priest. Matt. 26:
63, 64,

Our topic to-day teaches us the great
importance of right speaking. Words
are an expression of ourselves—" Out of
the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh.” We can talk about what is
in our “heart.” If your mind is full
of books you like to talk books. If
your t are about pl you
like to talk about it. People can talk
freely abont what they really like or
desire most. If our hearts are right
towards God we can speak for him as
occasion offers. If our hearts and
thoughts are filled with bad things, our
words will be of them. “Every idle
word,” in Matt. 12. 36, evidently refers
to wicked, false, malicious, and fn-
jurious words, for such were the words
which they had spoken and for which
our Lord condemned his hearers.
. . . We do not need to be openly
profane and vile in our talk to be con-
demned. Vain, frivolous, silly sp2ech
is all profitless and often works a lot of
harm. Look up Col. 4. 6, for Paul's
rule of speaking. Then sce what he
told Titus about his habits of talk.
Titus 2. 7, 8. Then see how St. James
writes about it in Jas. 1. 19, and 2. 12.
Again read what St. Peter says in 1 Pet.
3. 10 and 4. 11. Beware of the “great
swelling words” that St. Jude warns

fes” without three things.
These are: 1st, We must know what
our home needs; 2nd, We must have
what will supply those needs; 3rd, We
must be willing to give or to do what
we can to fill the need that is felt in
our home. Remember these three
words : 1, Know; 2, Have; 3, Give
Take our church’s missionary work in
Canada, How much do we know about
it or the needs there are for it? Our
Juniors should know at least some of
the facts of our domestic missions in
their own  Conference. . . . The
needs of the great West, of the Indians,
the French, the Chinese and Japanese
in British Columbia, should be taught
them, These are all missions in our
own land. Then the question comes :
Have we got what is needed to help on
this work ? If so, will we give it?
It may be money, work, prayer, involv-
ing self-denial, study, time, and effort
on our part: but we cannot “be home
missionaries ” unless we are willing to
give what we have for the work of God.
.. The same holds good of your
own town—your own congregation—
your own neighbors—your own family.
Are there some who are needy of whom
you do not know ? Ought you to know ?
1f you do know, are you helping? A
true missionary is one who helps.
Christ has sent us to do this. He has
given us work to do. We should not
wait, but labor. (Matt. 9. 37, 38, etc.)
If we do not know let us study. As
we learn, let us do. If we know and
do not, we are criminal and shall be
condemned. If we know and do, we
shall be approved and rewarded.
(Make application of this fruitful sub-
ject to the daily home-life of your Jun-
jors. Explain that those who pout and
grumble about “doing chores " are not
likeiy to be of much use for Christ.
Obedience to mother, helping her, learn-
ing to do what will make her burdens
lighter—all will help to fit the little one
for wider service by and by.

Helping

Others
MISSIONARY
Every day

Thus the main characteristic of a true
home missionary is in “ helping others

n
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every day.” If your study of this topic
has made this clear you will have done
well ; but if the little ones, catching
the spirit of the Master, go home to do
his work there, it will be better still
Show the disposition and spirit of Jesus
by Luke 22. 27—"1 am among you as
he that serveth.” Doing for others was
his glory and should be ours. 1, Know ;
2, Have; 3, Give)

October 4,—' Lesson from Paul's ship-
wreck. —Acts 27, 21-44.

1. In the day of disaster the best
security against despair is confidence in
God. This confidence may be felt by
every soul that strives to do God's will,
but the froward and disobedient are
never secure.

2. A cheerful and courageous Bpirit
works wonders in the lives of the de-
spondent. Paul eats before his fellow-
sufferers, and speaks cheering words,
and they catch his spirit and strike out
for safety.

3. The counsels of men follow the
providences of God. As Jehovah had
promised that none should be lost (V.
22), the men did abide in the ship (V.
81), and the soldiers’ counsel (v. 42) dia
not prevail (Prov. 16. 33).

4. There is no case so desperate as to
afford no occasion for gratitude and
thanks. It is bad to be drenched and
hungry and adrift upon an angry sea,
yet bread for the present and a promise
of better things are worthy of remem-
brance before God.

6. God's plans do not debar one from
the use of means. Indeed, means and
ends belong alike to the divine plan.
One can work with mightier energy
when he works in harmony with God.

6. Proper care for the body is good also
for the soul. Many a man thinks his
plety is on the decline, when it is only
his health. He needs the physician
rather than the pastor. Elijah, weary
and fasting, wishes for death, and the
ministering angel meets the case with
rest and food. (1 Kings 19. 4, 5).

7. In the beginning Paul's inspired
counsel was rejected, but in the emer-
gency of wreck his words become the
source of cheerfulness and deliverance.
God's words, uttered by holy men moved
by the Holy Ghost, will at last prevail,

8. Paul prayed for a prosperous jour-
ney to Rome (Rom. 1. 10). He got the
journey, but not the kind he asked for.
Divine wisdom ordered it, and through
the disaster all on board were made the
friends of the apostlee. When God
withholds the specific requests of his
people he gives something better.

9. Disobedience to the word of God
always results in disaster in some de-
gree. They all escaped, but the ship
and cargo were lost. Happy are they
who reach the blissful shores of eternity,
though all other things are lost !

IN TIME OF DANGER.

1. In time of danger a Christian has
a source of strength and cheer that
others do not have.

2, In time of danger a Christian will
intercede for others as well as for him-
sel

1f.

3. In time of danger a Christian will
try to comfort and encourage others.

4. In time of danger a Christian's
l;lth in God will be most conspicuously
shown.

Oct. 11.—* Bible Lessons from Sheep."—
;u; 53. 6, 7; Luke 15, 3-7; John 10

The sheep is an emblem of ki

THE CANADIAN

shepherds to their flocks. Jno. 10. 1-5.
The value of a soul and the joy over its
salvation is strikingly portrayed in Luke
15. 8-7. [Either of these passages sug-
gests many lessons, but to give sufficient
scope for illustrative material, or for
an interesting Bible reading on shep-
herds and sheep, we have arranged the
following outline :

Bible Shepherds—

Gen. 47. 3; Ex. 2. 17; Luke 2. 8, 20;
1 Sam. 16. 1L

“The Lord my Shepherd "—

Psa. 23, 1-4; 1 Pet. 2. 26; 6. 4; Heb.
13. 20, 21

The shepherd and the sheep, e.g.—

1. Guides. Psa. 23. 3; John 10. 3;
John 16. 13 ; Ezek. 34. 12.
2. Provides. Psa. 18. 1, 2; 34. 10;

Rom. 8. 28; Psa. 23, 2, 6; Isa. 40. 11;
John 10, 9.

3. Gives life. John 10. 11; I 53. 6;
Rom. 6. 8; Eph. 5. 2; Titus 2. 14.

4, Knows. John 10. 14, 15, 27; Ezek.
86. 11; 2 Tim. 2. 19.

5. Delights in their welfare.
28, 29 ; Mal 3. 17
17; Psa. 103. 13,

In consulting and considering these
passages the various relations existing
between Christ and his members will be
fully seen. *“We are his people and
the sheep of his pasture.”  Therzfore
let us live ever near him.

John 10.
; 1 Pet. 2. 9; Rev. 7.

Interesting Contrasts.

The boys and girls will be interested
in the following contrasts between Ameri-
can and Chinese customs:

We bake bread; they steam it.

In rowing a boat, we pull, they push.

We keep to the right; they keep to the

It.

Qur sign of mourning is black; theirs
is white.

Our windows are made of glass; thiers
of paper.

We shake a friend's hand; they shake
their own.

OQur language is alphabetic; theirs is
ideographic.

We eat with knives and forks; they,
with chopsticks.

We blacken our shoes;
their shoe soles.

We write with a pen or pencil; they
write with a brush.

We locate intellect in the brain; they
locate it in the stomach.

We divide the day into twenty-four
hours; they, into twelve.

Our given name precedes {fie surname;
theirs follows the surname.

We think milk and butter almost in-
dispensible; they use neither.

In sewing we draw the needle toward
us; they push it from them.

We take off our hats as a mark of
respect; they keep theirs on.

Our calendar is based on solar time;
theirs, on lunar time.

We are taught to study in silence;
they are taught to shout aloud.

With us the seat of honor is on the
right; with them it is on the left.

Here, deserts are served at the close
of a meal; there, at the héginning.

The needle of our compass points to
the north; theirs points to the south.

We read from left to right, horizon-
tally; they read perpendicularly, from
right to left.

Our children stand facing the teacher
to recite their lessons; theirs turn their
backs to the teacher.

We have standard weights and

they whiten

patience, and submission, and it is ex-
pressly mentioned as typifying these
qualities in the person of our Lord. Isa.
63, 7. . . . The relation that exists
between Christ and his members is beau-
tifully compared to that which in the
Fast is so strikingly exhibited by the

their weights and measures
differ in each district.

Americans win their own brides; the
Chinese have theirs chosen by tlie parents
through go-betweens.

We should consider the gift of a coffin
too suggestive; they consider it most
acceptable years before it is needed.
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Our watchmen quietly go their rounds
with a view to catching thieves; theirs
beat gongs and yell to frighten them
away.

We bury our dead a few days after
their decease; they often keep theirs in
the house in heavy, sealed coftins, for
years,

When our sons marry they set up a
home of their own; when their sons
marry they bring their brides to the
parents’ home.

We cut our finger nails; they think it
aristocratic to have the nails from one
to five inches long, often protecting them
with silver or other metal sheaths.—
China's Millions.

Easily Cured.

Wordsworth’s lines of the child at play,
“as if his whole avocation were endless
imitation,” were recently recalled by a
conversation overheard in the children’'s
ward at a New York hospital

A little girl of nine, whose role was
that of nurse, rang an imagninary tele-
phone on the wall to talk to her com-
panion at the further end of the room,
why played the part of doctor.

* Hello! " said the nurse. “Is this the
doctor? "

“ Yes,"” answered a deep voice, “ this is
the doctor.”

“This lady is very sick,” he was in-
formed.

* Well, what seems to be the trouble?”
a bit gruffly.

“She has swallowed a whole bottle of
ink! " said the nurse.

‘I'he doctor, not flurried, inquired what
had been done for the patient; but the
nurse, too, was ready in emergencies.
She answered:

* 1 gave her two large pads of blotting
paper! "

Interesting Facts.

The amount of work a busy bee will
do in one day is simply marvellous.
Every head of clover consists of about
sixty flower tubes, each of which con-
tains a very small quantity of sugar.
Bees will often visit a hundred heads of
clover before returning to the hive, and
in order to obtain the sugar necessary
for a load must, therefore, thrust their
tongues into six thousand different
flowers. A bee will make twenty trips
a day when the clover patch is conven-
fent to the hive, and thus will draw the
sugar from one hundred and twenty thou-
sand different flowers in the course of a
single day's work,

The A B C 1s conquering the world.
Other alphabets are being driven out of
sight by this fine plain letter. Look at
yotir postage stamp album and see how
the Roman alphabet is displacing the
others or edging in alongside, except in
Russia. The latest country to take
steps toward {ts adoption is Japan. The
government has recently appointed a
commission to draw up a plan whereby
Japanese writing may be made to con-
form to modern English and French
forms. In China progress in the same
direction is reported, and missionaries
there say that the old and Inflexible
sign-writing 1s sure to go. Germany 1s
rapldly falling into line, and the number

of books and pamphlets printed in
Roman characters increases year by
year.

President Roosevelt, with his happy
and truthfiil way of saying things, de-
clared in a recent public address that
manliness and virtue always go together.
It the rising generation can be brought
to understand this fact it will be saved
from many follles and sins.
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Damages Enough.

An old colored woman on one occasion Epworth Le‘g“e
BADGES

was injured in a railway collision, Her
friends urged the necessity of suing the
wealthy railroad corporation for dam-
ages,

i+ BELL
PIANOS AND ORGANS

“I 'clar’ to gracious,” she scornfully
replied to their advice, “ef dis ole nigga
ain’t git more'n nuff o' damag
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cale, At the close of the programme

how he had liked the entertainment,

“1 am afraid,” he said, dryly, avoiding ‘"lnltd by A
the earnest entreaty in his wife's eyes, | “EV el uu-w
“I'm afraid it was a spell too far up the

; For Epworth Leagues or Epworth Leagues
of classical music some one asked him f Christian Endeavor,
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of the captain’s pistol. I know that ont
in his country they shoot the fiddler
when he dosen't play the tunes they
want."”
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SAINT LOUIS
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Pres. Louisiana Purchase Exposition.

APPLY NOW

erson desiring to secure entertainment at Hotel Epworth
xlmulcl IIIN e application at once for a certificate which entitles the
holder to entertainment on the European plan at the low rate of $1a day
for as many days as may be desired.

At leust one-half of the total cost s required in monthly payments of
not less than (

-1

r the issue of the Certificates, the balance to
older attes nd- the Exposition.
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with separate beds for each if desired
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located at the gates of the World's
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Certificates of Entertainment will be issued rapidly. To secure the
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Gentlemen :

Enclosed find $2, for which please issue a Certificate of
Entertainment, entitling the undersigned to a vate of £1.00 per day,
at HOTEL EPWORTH, for.... days during the World's Fair
in 1904

NAME........oo00000000 sipgs cieessvevivasees
P. 0. Address. . .... Cohressssbnn et eanesaras
EPWORTH HOTEL COMPANY, Koken Bullding. St Lonll.




