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Correspondence respecting the Appointment of a Joint High
Commission to consider the various Questions affecting
the Relations between Great Britam and the United States
of America. ,

No. 1.
Sir E. Thornton to Earl Granville,—(Received Februury 19.)

(Eaxtract.) Washington, February 6, 1871

I HAVE the honour toinclose copies of a correspondence which has passed between
Mr. Fish and myself relative to the appointment of a Joint High Commission to sit .at
‘Washington for the purpose of considering the questions which have lately arisen relative
to the Canadian Fisheries, and any others which affect the relations of the United States
towards Her Majesty’s possessions in North Awmerica,—the so-called «“ Alabama” claims,—
and anyother claims of British subjects or citizens of the United States arising out of acts
vommitted during the late Civil War in this country.

Inclosure 1 in No. 1.
Sir .E. Thornton to. Mr. Fish.

S, Washington, January 26, 1871.

IN.compliance with an instruction which I have received from Earl Granville, I have
the honourto :state that Her Majesty’s Government deem it -of importance to the good
welations ‘which they.are -ever anxious should subsist and be strengthened ‘between the
United States .and ‘Great Britain, that a friendly and complete understanding should be
icome:to between:the two Governments-as to the extent of the rights which belong to the
citizens-of the United States and Her Majesty’s subjeots respectively, with reference 'to the
fisheries on the coasts of Her Majesty’s Possessions in North America, and as to any
other questions between them which affect the relations of the United States towards those
Peossessioss.

As the consideration of these matters would, however, involve investigations of a
somewhat complicated nature, and as it is very desirable that they should be thoroughly
examined, I am directed by Lord Granville to propose to the Government of the United
States the appointment of a Joint High Commission, which shall be composed of members
to be named by each Government, shall 'hold its ‘sessions at Washington, and shall treat
of and discussthe imode of :settling the different questions which have arisen out of the
Fisheries,:as. well-as all those which.affect the relations..of the United States towards Her
Majestyls Possessions in North America.

I am confident that this proposal will be met by your Government in the same:cordial
@pirit.iof friendship which has induced Her Majesty’s -Government to. tender it, and I
smannot doubt that in that. case:the result will not fail 4o -contribute {0 the maintenance .of
dhe :good relations betweon. the two countries: which:1 am convinced the ‘Government of
the United.Btates, as well:as that of Her Majesty, equally haveat heart.

I have, Soc.
{Signed). EDWD: THORNTON.

[170] B2
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Inclosure 2 in No. 1.
Mr. Fish to Sir E. Thornion.

: Depariment of State, Washington, January 30, 1871.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 2th January, in
which you inform me, in compliance with instructions from Earl Granville, that Hes
Majesty's Government deem it of importance to the good relations which they are ever
anxious should subsist and be strengthened between the United States and Great Britain,
that a friendly and complete understanding should be come to between the two Govern-
ments as to the extent of the rights which belong to the citizens of the United States and
Her Majesty’s subjects respectively, with reference to the Fisheries on the coasts of Her
Maujesty’s Possessions in North America, and as to any other questions between them
which aflect the relations of the United States towards those Possessions; and farther,
that as the consideration of these questions would involve investigations of a somewhat
complicated nature ; and as it is very desirable that they should be thoroughly examined,
you are directed by Lord Granville to prapose to the Government of the United States the
appointment of a Joint High Commission, which shall be composed of members to be
named by each Government, shall hold its sessions at Washington, and shall treat of and
discuss the mode of settling the different questions which have arisen out of the Fisheries,
as well as all those which affect the relations of the United States towards Her Majesty’s
Possessions in North America.

I have laid your note before the President, who instructs me to say that he shares
with Her Majesty’s Government the appreciation of the importance of a friendly and
complete understanding between the two Governments with reference to the subjects
specially suggested for the consideration of the proposed Joint High Commission, and he
fully recognizes the friendly spirit which has prompted the proposal.

The President is, however, of the opinion that without the adjustment of a class
of questions not alluded to in your note, the proposed High Commission would fail to
establish the permanent relations, and the sincere, substantial, and lasting friendship
between the two Governments, which, in common with Her Majesty’s Government, he
desires should prevail.

He thinks that the removal of the differences which arose during the rebellion in the
United States, and which have existed since then, growing out of the acts committed by
the several vessels which have given rise to the claims generically known as the “ Alabama
Claims,” will also be essential to the restoration of cordial and amicable relations between
the two Governments.

He directs me to say that, should Her Majesty’s Government accept this view of this
matter, and assent that this subject also may be treated of by the proposed High
Commission, and may thus be put in the way of a final and amicable settlement, this
Government will, with much pleasure, appoint High Commissioners on the part of
the United States to meet those who may be appointed on behalf of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and will spare no efforts to secure, at the earliest practicable moment, a just and
amicable arrangement of all the questions which now, unfortunately, stand in the way of
an entire and abiding friendship between the two nations.

I have, &e.

(Signed) HAMILTON FISH.

Sir,

Inclosure 3 in No. 1.

Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish.

Sir, Washington, February 1, 1871.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 30th ultimo, and
to offer you my sincere and cordial thanks for the friendly and conciliatory spirit which
pervades it. ‘ .

With reference to that part of it in which you state that the President thinks that the
removal of the differences which arose during the rebellion in the United States, and
which have existed since then, growing out of the acts committed by the several vessels
which have given rise to the claims generally known as the “ Alabama” claims, will also
be essential to the restoration‘of ‘cordial and amicable relations between the two Govern-
ments, I have the honour to inform you that I have submitted to Earl Granville the opinion
thus expressed by the President of the United States, the friendliness of which I beg yom
to believe I fully appreciate.

[
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I am now authorized by his Lordship to state that it would give Her Majesty’s
Government great satisfaction if the claims commonly known by the name of the
« Alabama " claims were submitled to the consideration of the same High Commission by
which Her Majesty’s Government have proposed that the questions relating to the British
Possessions in North America should be discussed, provided that all other claims, both of
British subjects and citizens of the United States, arising out of acts committed during the
recent civil war in this country, are similarly referred to the same Commission. ]

"The expressions made use of in the name of the President in your above-mentioned
note with regard to the ‘¢ Alabama™ claims convince me that the Government of the
United States will consider it of imyportance that these causes of dispute between the two
countrics should also and at the same time be done away with, and that you will enable
me to convey to'my Government the assent of the President to the addition which they
thus propose to the duties of the High Commission, and which cannot fail to make it
more certain that its labours will lead to the removal of all differences between the two
countries.

I have, &c.
(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON.

Inclosure 4 in No. 1.
Mpr. Fish to Sir E. Thornton

Sir, Department of State, Washington, February 3, 1871,

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 1st instant, in
which vou inform me that you are authorized by Earl Granville to state that it would give
Her Majesty’s Government great satisfuction if the claims commonly known by the name of
the ¢ Alabaina” claims were submitted to the consideration of the same High Commission
by which Her Majesty’s Government have proposed that the questions relating to the
British PPossessions in North America should be discussed, provided that all other claims,
both of British subjects and citizens of the United States, arising out of acts committed
during the recent civil war in this country, are similarly referred to the same Commission.

1 have laid your note before the [President, and he has directed me to express the
satisfaction with whick he has received the intelligence that Earl Granville has authorized
you to state that Her Majesty’s Government has accepted the views of this Government
as to the disposition to be made of the so-called ¢ Alabama” claims.

He also directs me to say, with reference to the remainder of your note, that if there
be other and further claims of British subjects or of American citizens growing out of acts
committed during the recent civil war in this country, he assents to the propriety of their
reference to the same High Commission ; but he suggests that the High Commissioners -
shall consider only such claims of this description as may be presented by the Govern-
ments of the respective claimants at an early day, to be agreed upon by the Com--
nissioners.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HAMILTON FISH.

No. 2.
Earl Granville to Sir E. Thornton. ;

Sir, Foreign Office, February 23, 1871
I RECEIVED on the 15th instant your despatch of the 6th instant, inclosing copies
of letters exchanged between yourself and the Secretary of State of the United States
relative to the appointment of a Joint High Commission to sit at Washington for the
purpose of considering pending questions between this country and the United States.

Her Majesty’s Government having been regularly informed by you by telegraph of
the satisfactory character of this correspondence, did not hesitate at once to send out the
British Members of the Commission, and Lord de Grey and Mr. Bernard accordingly
embarked for New York on the 11th, and Sir Stafford Northcote on the 18th instant ; and
it now only remains for me to acquaint you formally that Her Majesty’s Government
entirely approve of the tenor of your letters to Mr. Fish,

I am, &c.
(Signed) GRANYVILLE.
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W °Pomerto the'Eatl de Urey and ‘Ripon,’ Bir - Stafford (Henry ‘Northeote, Sir ‘Edward
“Thoraton, 'Sir Jokn Afezander’ Macdonald, and Montague ‘Bernard, 'Esg., - to megotigée
“withi*Plenipotentiaries of the 'United’ States.

VICTORIAR.
~ "VICTORIA, by the grace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great ‘Britain and
Treland, Defender of the Faith, &c., &e., &c., To all and singular to whom these Presents
shall come, Greeting. Whereas, for the purpose of discussing ina’friendly spirit with
Commissioners-to be appointed on the part of Our Good Friends the United States of
~America, the-various questions on which differences have arisen between Us and Our said
Good Friends, and of treating for an Agreement as to the mode of their amicable settle-
ment, W¢ have judged it expedient to invest fit persons with full power to conduct on
QOur part the discussions in this behalf: Know ye, therefore, that We, reposing especiil
trust and-confidence in the wisdom, loyalty, diligence, and circumspection of Qur right
trusty and right well-beloved Cousin and Councillor George Frederick Samuel, Earl de Grey
and Ripon, Viscount Goderich, a Peer of Our United Kingdom, President ¢f Our Most
Honourable Privy Council, Knight of Our Most Noble Order of the Garter, &e., &c., of
Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Sir Stafford Henry Northcote, Baronet, a
Member of Parliament, Companion of Oar Most: Honourable Order of the Bath, &c., &ec.;
of Qur trusty and well-beloved Sir Edward Thornton, Knight Commander of Our Most
Honourable.Order of the Bath, Our' Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary ‘to
“Our Good Friends the United States of America, &c., &c.; of Cur trusty and well-beloved
“Sir John Alexander’Macdonald, Knight Commander of Our' Most Honourable Order of the
‘Bath, a-Member of Our Privy Council for Canada, and Minister of Justice and ‘Attorney-
"General in'Our Dominion of Canada, ‘&c., &c.; and of Our trusty and well-beloved
"Montague Bernard, Esquire, Chichele Professor of International Law in the University.of
‘Oxford ;—have named, made, constituted, and appointed, as We do by these presents name,
make, constitute, and appoint them Our undoubted High ‘Commissioners, Procurators,
and Plenipotentiaries : Giving to them, or to any three or more of them, all manner of;power
.and authority to: treat, adjust, and conclude with .such Minister or Ministers as may be
_vested with similar power and authority- on the part of Our Good Friends the United States
of America, any Treaties, Conventions, or Agreements that.may tend to.the attainment of
the above-mentioned end, and to sign for Us and in Our name everything so agreed upon
and.concluded, and to do and transact all such other matters as may appertain to the
“finishing of* the aforesaid work in as ample manner and form, and with equal force and
efficacy, as We.Qurselves could do if personally present : Engaging and promising upon
‘Our Royal' Word, that whatever things shall be so transacted and concluded -by Our .said
High Commissioners, Procurators, and Plenipotentiaries shall be agreed to, acknowledged,
and accepted by Us in the fullest manner, and that We will never suffer, either in the
whole or in part, any person whatsoever to infringe the same, or act contrary thereto, as
far as.it lies.in Our power.

‘In witness whereof We have caused the Great Seal of Our United Kingdom of Great
Britain-and.Ireland. to-be affixed. to-these-Presents, which -We-have signed -with.Our-Roysl
Hand. .

Given at Our Court at Windsor Castle, the sixteenth day of February, in the year of
QOur Lord one thousand eight.hundred .and:seventy-one, and . in the thirty-fourth year of

Our.rsign.




