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INTRODUCTION*

\rnr FlUr rl'Err appoanMl fir>t in I.r Si^clr, Dooonibor .11,

ls:;s. to .Tiinuarv II. 1n:^!i. In the 1,-iltcr year it was printeil,

in t\V(i v<iluiiH'>. alnno- witli ••Massiniiila '»nni." In IS-i'.' it

(ntrn'd the '"Scenes dc la Vie Privec" of tlio '•('oincdy." Most

of its characttTS play important parts clsewiuTc. (iranviile

is the hero of "rnc Douhle Kaniillc." Vandciicssc of "fvc Lys

dans la \'allec."" I>londet we have met often, and Nathan we

8hall see more of. The Dudleys. Mine. d"i-:~pard. Mme. de

Niieinyt'n. and others of the fast .-et will reajipear fre(|uently

;

also du Tillet. e-peeially in "('e>ar Birotteaii." Sehmueke

fijrures partiiiilarlv in "Coti^in Pons." Florine, who has al-

ready captured lies (irassitis in '•Euj.'enie (irandet." will ap-

pear many times, and will tlnally marry Xaihan.

Miiiiuircs ih Di'iij- .fnnirs J/anVcv was first jtvihlished in

La Pnssi'. November 1. IS 11. to .Ian nary P). \XA-i. It was

issued in two volumes in 1S4-J, and entered the same year the

'Scenes de la Vie Trivee" of the "('ome<ly."" Tlie Kstorades

rea})pear in the "Depute d'Areis."* Marie-lJaston will be

encountered in "La (irenadiere" and the "Depute d'Areis."

Canalis appears often, especially in "Modeste Mij:non." The

Chaulieu family ]day a considerable thou;.di not a great part

in the "Comedy." ^lacurner and Louise are not met else-

where, but are mentioned in *"Le Depute d'Areis."]

Neither of the two stories contained in the present volume

is a masterpiece, but as stu<lies of the rocks and reefs of

matrimony, both have merits that ouirht to appeal to general

•Copyright. 1900, by TlHuiiasY. Cruwoll i (oiiH'aiiy.

(ix) (Vol. IX)



X INTRODUCTION

readers. The first is pr(>bal)Iy the hcttcr. and is certainly likely

to Ir> tlie niitre popular of the two with all save people who
like sontiiiii'nt when it viTp's on or runs into sentimentality.

The (lescri])tion of the trainin^^ ^ivcn iiy .Mnie. de (iranville

to her two dau^rliters is eonvineiiij: cnouirli to make one pon-

der .^^eriously over certain features of modtrn education. The
lesson tau;.dit husbands by Felix de Vandenesse's narrow

escape from a domestic tragedy is not less important. The
account of the youii,ir wife's ahnosi fatal wanderings aloni; the

primrose paths of romantic dalliance, and id' her rude awakeu-

injr on the ed<,'e of the precipice, may not lie >o important in

England or America as in France, and perhaps the year liK)()

does not need the lesson taught so fully as the years between

18;5() and 1.S40 did; but a warning against sentimentalism is

never out of order. Xor are domestic tyrants like du Tillet,

or adventurers like Kaoul Nathan, or fal^c. jealous p.seudo-

friends like the great ladies of this storynnkiiowii to the society

of our own day. It would seem, therefore, that we might each

and all find our interest and {)rofit in the perusal of a novelette

tluxt ranks high in the "Scenes" to which it Indongs, even if it

dates from a period when Balzac was not doing his best work.

As a study of the almost fatal eifects (d' feminine curiosity the

story is fully worthy of its fidicitous title.

But there are other noteworthy features of "I'ne Fille

d'five." It gives us a very vivid picture of two interesting

segmer.ts of Parisian life which Balzac lias treated elsewhere

with still greater power. Our novelist, as we have already seen,

was not on good terms with the journalists, and in this story,

as also in "Illusions Terdues," he allowed himself a free hand

in de.-;cribing them, lie may havedone tliem some injustice,but

few readers will find it in their hearts to blame him. The

allied world of the dfini'innitib'. represented here by Florine,

is to be dt'iiicti'd with ^u[)renle geniu.- ill "'Splendeurs et

Miseres des Courtisanes," and with less though great power in

vVol. IX)
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"Illusions Perdue?." "Beatrix," and elsewhere, just as it has

already been admirably sketched in "La Peau de Chagrin."

While not the first to introduce tlie courtesan into literature,

Balzac is doubtless entitled to the crtMlit. whatever it be,

of being the ma.-ter of those modern novelists who have made

a heroine of the degraded being in whom the philosopliical his-

torian sees rather a safety vent for passions that might other-

wise destroy society. Sucli a heroine was possil)le in English

fiction in l)efoe"s time, l)ut Bab.ac's admirers will do him no

service among Anglo-Saxons by emphasizing this feature of

his work. Still, it must l>e remember<>(l that he undertook to

describe life in all its phases, and that he nowhere sought to

make vice unduly attractive. His world of pleasure becomes

sooner or later a world of pain.

"Une Fille d'live" seems therefore to be a more important

work than its brief compass would indicate. It does not rank

with the great novelettes like the "Cure de Tours," but it

holds, as we have seen, a fairly high place in th(> "Comedy,"'

and it should be borne in min<l whenever Balzac's power to

describe high life is brought into question. Miiu'. de Vandc-

nesse and her fashionable set are surely described with no little

art. and as .^urely few other writers have given us in two or

three pagos a better description of a ball. Yet Balzac knew

little about such functions, and if personal experience were an

essential requisite to a novelist's success, he would undoubtedly

have failed in portions of this story. He seems on the con-

trar}' to have bwn successful, and we may safely infer that

his genius was suflicient to enable him to describe with ade-

quate power practically every phase of life.

Tlie conclusion just reached is fortified by a perusal of the

"Memoires de Deux Jounes Mariees." By far the strongest

pages of this book are those that describe the maternal pleas-

ures and cares experienced by Mme. de TEstorade. These

pages stK-m rather English than French, but it is more impor-

(Vol. IX)
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tant to observe that tliev caiiu' from a man who for years at

least had had littlr (/pport unity for close study of domestic

life. Yet his imagination was sutlicicntly stronji to eiiahlf^

him to sec into a mother's heart as well as into the passional

bosom of a younf^ girl just released from her cloister.

Balzac wrote to ,Mme. Han>ka that the "Memoires" would

be "a Work in liligree" that woulil suit marvelously well

those small-minded women {pctiics fennncs) whom the wing.'*

of Seraphita could not hear aloft. lie also wrote of it as a

"delicious composition."" Whether or not the minds of some
men and women have grown larger of late, it is at least cer-

tain that many of them do not find the ".Memoires"' delicious

to-day. Persons have been known to be turned from Balzac

entirely, merely because it was the first book of his that hap-

pened to fall in their way. Distinguished critics have handled

very roughly each of the chief characters, and many readers

have resented the fact that the novel is written in letters. We
have already intimated that it carries sentiment to the verge

of sentimentality, and that it is far from being a masterpiece.

On the other hand it is quite [)ossible to do the story in-

justice. As a study of the disastrous etTects of passion in excess

it teaches a valuable lesson and shows not a little skill on Bal-

zac's "art, even if it offends English notions by favoring too

openly marriages for convenience. It contains some good

touches, some excellent descriptions, and some strong pages.

Family pride is well brought out in the Duke de Chaulieu, and

the two husbands of Louise have at least some excuse for their

folly. That young woman herself is probably overdrawn, al-

though it was quite true to life to make her dominate one hus-

band and become the slave of her love for the other; but we

must remember that a sudden withdrawal from a convent and

a plunge into the world are by no means steadying influences

for a young life. We may readily grant timt our two heroines

write letters that smack less of their boudoirs than of Balzac's

(Vol. IX)
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study, but we niu^t at Icnst admit tliat the novelist has dis-

])hiy(Hl in tliciii imt a little ]).-_v( Imlouii al pnwer. He was

writinj: his own irood lovc-lctliTs to Mine, llanska at the time,

we ean therelore liai'flly l)lanu' him for thinking: that his im-

a^nnarv eom[)0>itions in the ^anic '/'"'''' were delicious. Be-

sides hr may have (vh it necessary fur jjeeuniary and other

reason> to dex-eiid from the altitudes of '-Seraphita,"' and his

vein of sentimentality doulitless had not heen exhausted in

'•Le iivs (lan^ la \'al!ee." Hence we ean atVord in our eriti-

cisni to take a ^lanJ niidwav between his detractors and his

partisans. W. P. TaiiXT.

(Vol. IX)
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A DAUGHTER OF EVE

To Madame la I'onitessr de Bolognini,

nee Vittn'rcat'i.

If yon rpmcmlicr, dear lady, the plcnsur{> j-onr onnvorisatlon

gave tu a ctTtain traveler, inakiiiu' Paris live for liiiii in Milan,

you will n<»t lie siiriiriscil that !h> slmnld l.-iy one of liis works at

your feet, as a token of gratitude fur so many deli>;titf'il <'ven-

inj;s spent in your societj-, nor tliat lii' sliould seek for it the

shelter of a name which, in old times, was };iven to not a few

of the titles liy one of your early writers, beloveil of tlie Milanese.

You have an lOuf^riiie, \\[\\\ more iliaii tlie jtroinise of beauty,

whose sjieakinfr smile iiroclaims her \o have iulierited from you

the most jirecious jrifts a woman can possess, and ivhose ehild-

hood. It is eertain, will be rich in all tliose j'jys which a harsh

mother refused to the Enp'nie of tliese pa^es. If P'nnR-hiuen

are accused of being frivolous and inconstant, I, you see, am

Italian iu my faithfulness ami attaclinient, IIow often, as I

wrote the name of Eu;i.'nie, have my tlioiiglits carried me back

to the cool stuccoed drawing-room and little garden of the Virnlo

dvi Cai)uiriiii. which used to resound to the dear c'iild's merry

laugliter, to (uir (piarrels, and our stories. You have left the

Carso for tlie Trv Mainisli ri, where I know nothing of your man-

ner of life, and I am forced to picture you, no longer amongst

the pretty tilings, wl'idi doubtless still surround you, but like

one of t!i(> beantiftil h- ads of Carlo I>olci. Kapliat">!, Titian, or

AUori, wliich. in tlieir remoteness, seem to us like ;il)stractious.

If this book succeed in making its way across tlie Alps, it will

tell you of the lively gratitude and respectful friendship of

Y'our humble servant,

De Balzac.

(1)
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Tin: TWO M \i,ii;s

Tr wns li;ilf-|i;i-f clrvcii in ihr (Acniiii:. anil t\v.> \vuin"n wi'ro
seated \>y iln- tire nf j iMinilinr in onr of ilic linr-i Imn-i > (if

the l?ur .\en\e-(li^-Mii|||niin>. 'I'hc Inuni \V;|:- liuii^f in I)lll0

Velvet. ,.r thr l^inij uiili irndrr inrliuiL:- li-li!.-. wliidi l^vneli
in(lu>lr\ Ii;h iinlv l.-iidv KmiiikI to nianiifiui iire. 'I'lic doors
and window- had JM-rn dia|M.d 1,\ a ivallv ai'li-lir di'corator
with rich ea-hniei-r eiirtain-. niairhm,:.'- llir wall- in color.

From a preinlv monidi'd f,,M in ihc (viiliv of the ,-, ilmi:,
hiiiii:. hy three linelv wi'on-ht chain-, a -ihcr lamp. -ludd.il
with tun|noi-c.-. 'I'hc plan of ,1, crai ion had hien I'arried
out to the \crv nnnuic-t dcl.iil; even llic crilin- wa- covered
with hUic ,-ilk. while loiiLT hand- of ca-hniciv. folded acros,^

the silk at eipnil di-iantc-. made -tar- of uhji,.. lo.ioed up
with |iearl headini:. The feet -ank in the warm piie of a
Bel^riaii carpel, clo-.,. a- a lawn, where 1,1'ie ho-clmns wore
s])rinkled over a .irnuind the co!,,r of uidihached linen. The
warm tone of the furniture, which was of x.lid rosewood
and carved after the he-t aiiti(pie nioilel-. ,-a\ed from in-
sipidity the e-eiicral etrect which a painter nii-hi have called
wantini: in ••aicent." On the chair liack< -mall panels of
splendid hroehe silk— white with hllle tlowe;-— were set in
broad IcmIV frame-, finely cut di the wood. (»n either side
of the window stood a r-et of shelves, loaded with valuable
kiiiek-knaeks. the tlower of mechanical art. -pruiiLr into heitiE:

at the touch (d' creative fancv. '{"he mantelpiece of .\friean
imirble bore a platinum timepiece with arahe-ipios in hlack
euainel. Hanked hv exirava-ant -peeimen- of old Dresden—
the inevitahle -hephi-rd with daiut\ houipiei I'or ever tripping'
to ine.'i hi- hridt

—

emliedNiiiL: the 'i'eutonic conception of
ceramic art. .\hove -parkled the hcvded facet- of a Venetian
mirror in an ebony frame, crowded with figures in relief, relic
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of somo roy.il ro-idcncc. Two iliiwcr—liiinl-i ilixplayt'd at

tliis srasnii tiu' slickly triiunjilis <if ilii> lii>lhiMi.-.c, pale, spirit-

likf hI()>:;(itTi>. till' [ii'arl> of ilic wmiI;! it" ll'iwr.-:. 'I'lic room

iriii^'lit iiavc been for sale, it wa- .-o d'-pcraicly tidy anil

prim. It !)ore no iinpross of ui!l ami ( liaractcr «iii!i a^ marks

a happy lioiiu\ and cvon tlu' woimii did not hr 'ak tlie j,'rn('ral

chilly imprLssion, for thfy were wrrpim.'.

The proprietor of the hoii-o, I'rrditiand dii Tillet, was

one of the rifhc-t hankers in J'ari-, and the very mention

of his name will account for tlu,' hn i-h .-lyle of the Iioiise

decoration, of which the hoihloir may lie taki^n as a sample.

Du Tillct, lhouij;h a man of no family and spruntr from

Heaven knows where, had taken for wife, in ls:{l, the only

unmarried danuditer of the Comte de (i rami lie. who-e name
was one of the most illii.-trious on tin' l''reneli hcneh. and

who had heen made a ])eer of ihe realm after the IJeVnlution

of July. This amhitioiis alliance was not ltoI for nothini:;

in the settlement, du Tille't had to -iLrn a receipt for a dowry

of which he never touched a penny This nominal dowry

was the same in amount as the Iiul'o sum L'iven to the elder

fiister on h.er marriau'e with ("otnie l-"eli\ de \ an<li'ness(\ and

which, in fact, was the price paid hy th'' (Jranvilles in their

turn for a matrimonial prizi'. T'im-. in thr Ion;; run, the

bank repaireil the breach which ari .i^-raev had made in the

finances of the bench. Could the Comte de \'andene-se have

seen himself, three y(>ars in advance, brother-indaw of a

Master Ferdinand, selt-.-lyhd tlu Tillet. it is possible he

miuht hau' declined the maleh : but who could have foreseen

at the clo>e of IS'.Vs the stran,t:e uj)lieavals which lM;iii was

to produce' in liie jiolitical. linancial. and moral condition of

i'rancey Had ('ouiit Felix bcm told that in the ^.^eiieral

shuiil' he Would lo,-e ids peer's coi'onct, to llml it a^Min on his

lather-indaw"s iu'ow. he would ha\e ti'catcd his informant as

a lunatic.

Crouclrin:j: in a li>teni!c_'- attitude in one of those low-

chairs called a rjinr , usi'. Mnie. du Tillet jiressed her sister's

hand to her breaat with motherly tenderue.-.-, and from time
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to tirno ki-^.-cd it. 'Hii-! -i-tcr \v;i- known in sncicty n- "Miiio.

F'V'lix ill! \';in'K'iii-.-.\ til" <'liri-ti;m iiatnr ln-iii;: juiiircl tn tliMt

(if tlif fninilv, in luilrr M .!i-iin-iii.-li tlif Count.—, frnm Iut

j^istLT-iii-hnv, wife d' t!ii' former ninli;i-»iiilor. C'liarlos dc

Vaiideni'.-se, widow of t!io laU- Coinlo do Korirarniirt, whose

wealth ^\w had iidieiited. and hy hirlh a de Fontaine. The

( oiiiite-- had tlirown her-elf hack U[K>n a lounge, a iiand-

kereiiiof in her other hand, hw eves .^wiintninir. Iht lnvalh

choked wiih half-stilhd .-ol,.. She had jii-t poiifed ont her

coniidenccs to .Mine, du Tillet in a way wliich proved the

tenderness of their >i-terly love. In an au'e like ours it

would have t^eenied -o natural for .^^i-irp-;, who liad married

into pueh ver\ dillVrmt splior. -, not lo lie on intimate terms,

that a rapid j:huue at the Moi-y of i1m ir ehildliood will he

nccc?sarv in order to e.\[ilain the oriirin of this alfeetion

which had survived, without jar or (hiw. the a'ioiiatin.ir forces

of society and tlio mutual -com of thoir hii-hand-.

The early home of Marie-. \nLrelii|iie and Marie-Eufrenio

was a disnud house in the Marai-. Here they were hrouirht

up bv a pious hut narrow minded woman, "imhued with lii;.di

principle,"' as the classic phrase has it, who conceived herself

to have performiMl the whole duty of a mother whon her

girls arrived at the door of matrimotiy without ever havinj:

traveled l)evond the domestic circle (Muhraced hv the maternal

eye. T'p ;-» that time they had never even heen to a ])lay.

A Paris church was their nearest approach to a theatre.

In short, their uiihrin,<jrini: in their mother's liouse was as

strict as it could have heen in a convent. From tlie time

that thev had dased to lie mere infants they always slept

in a room adjoiniiiL' that of the Countess, the door of which

was kept open at ni^'ht. The time not oecufiied hv driNsinsr.

religions oliservances. and the minimum of studv requisite

for the children of ^jentlefolk. was ^pent in makinir poor-

clothes and in takin? evorei^e. moddod on the English Sim-

dav walk, where any qui( keuinL' of the solemn pace is cheeked

as beinir snsrsrestive of i-h('i'rfuhie<-. Their le-sons wore kt>pt

within the limits imposed hy confes-^ors. chosen from among
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tlif !t;i.-t lihcnil and most .l;m-i'iii-t uf cfclcsiastics. Xevor

unr L'lrU Ikiii'I''! ii\ri- \<> i!i.-ir li.i-liiiinl- inori' pure iiiid

vir^'in: in tin- pnini. lioiilii !«'-- niir <il' u'r^at iiniinrtaiur. tlu'ir

ninilicr s'''nii'il in ';ia\f -k'H ilic I'liHllnunt "f lirr wliulf duty

t„ (in,! ;iii(| man. Nnt a imsrl d;d tli.'
I

• tlimjrs rrad

till tlin\ w, IV marrird. In di-awm:: an nld maid was tli<'ir

in-lnicinr. and tlnar nnl\ (iipic- wrp' ti,i:ii!v< wlm-i' amitnmy

\v,,iild lia\r ruiilnnndrd ('innr. and -n drawn a- tn have

mad.' a wnman nf tin- Karm'-.^ Ilnvidr-. A wnrtliy pri<«-t

tauL'lit ihini ;:rammar. l-'nm li. In-lnrv. ^(n;:rai>hy. and the

httic antlimrtir a w an nnii- in knnw. .\< fnr literature,

tliev read ainiid in theexeniiiL: frnm certain autlmri/.ed hooks,

pucii a- the /,' >trrs ,',li /I'Uitrs and NoeKs l.>,(,ns dr lilt<rature.

but ,,ii|v in llie |in-elire of their limlher".- enllt'e>snr. slllOl'

t'veii here pa-aiic- mi,-lil n.iur. Mhi<h. apart from heedful

(•ommentarN. wmild !" liahle in -iir the imairinatiiui. l-"eiu>-

lon"s T'l< iichhii- wa- Ik Id ilaii'.'crnii-. The Comtesse do

Gran\ille wa- nni wiihnni aTedmii fnr tier dauj:hti'rs, and

it >linwed It-elf in wi-iimi: tn make an^'el- l^\' them in the

fa.-hinii nf Marie Alaemim-. hut the dauLditep- would have

preferred a mother le-- raintiy and iimn human.

This edueation Imre it< inevitahle fruit. I{(di,<:ion. iin-

poseil as a voke ami preseiiied under ii- har>hest n-^jiert,

wearied the-e inmHcut yoiinL' heart> with a di-eipline ailapted

fnr hardened sinners. It niires-ed their feelinirs. and. thouj:;h

strikin<r deep mot. ennld create no atfeetion. The two

Maries had nn alternative hut in ^juk intn iniheeilitv or tn

lonjr for iiiilepciidenee. Independence meant marriaire. and

to thi- thev hioked as -nnn a- thcv he^^an tn -ce snniethip.s: of

the wnrld and eouhl exchaiiLie a few idea-, while yet lemaiii-

iiiLT utterly iincon-einiN <i\' ihejr nwn tniichini: Lrrace and rarr

(pialitie.-. iLMinrant (d' what innocence meant, wiilmut arms

aj:ain-t mi-fnrtiiiie. witlmul experience n|' happiiies-. how

should they he ahle In .iudL''e nf I i fe r Their nlllv cnlllfnrt

in the depths of this maternal jail wa- lirawn from eaeli

other. 'Hieir sweet wlii-])ered talks at iiiLrht. the fc'W sen-

tences *'.iev could e.xcliau'^e wlieu their niotlter left them for
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a moiiicnt, f-iint;iiii« il -unitnin'- in.in' tlina'ilit- ih;ni

he put in wiinl-. nihn ui.iild ,i -luli n liI.iihv, cliarL'i

sytiipiitlii'tir iii»-->,t:.'f iirnl r« -|i>i!-r. ('ii\r\ a wliolf

of liitlcr iiic!iiiii-linl,v. 'I'litv r'liiiiil .1 iiiai'\rluii- |..\ m
tiling.'' - the ^iL:lll nl :i i Inlidlr-- -;\. ili.' -iiHl i.|' lb.

turn in tin' ,L;aniiii uiili iiiirrla( inii a -iit- and wmilc

with iiinnct'iit {.'III' DSii" llu' cnnipli'liKn nl' a pifrc

broidiry.

Tlii'ir iii.ithiT'- I'rirniK. I'iir fi''>iii |irii\ idinLr inti'

stimulus or rallini: Inrili their -\ iii,Mt Im-. nnlv ili

the surritumlini: L'lunni. '\'\\r\ wrrc -i iiV-liaiknl n!i|

dry and riL'id, ulin-c mtiMi-^ai I'ln iiiiin'd mi ihi'ir ai

on the sliadi'- nl' diilVrrnrc liriwrm |uv,i(iii'r- or con

or on till' iiio-t fllinu'' rviiii- m tlir ridi,t:i"i; world,

might 1)1' found 111 llio \>A\S<- of /.r/ (^hinli'iii nn, or

de la L'rliiiiiiii. Tlio nun ajiam niiL:lil liavo -ri'Vrd

tin<:ui*h('rs to the lonh o| luvo. -o cnld and tnou

inipiis.»iv«' wrri' tlifir fa(i'>. Tlioy had all rrarhrd i

when Ji man hi'inmrs chiirli-h and irriiahlo. wlirii hi;

arc blnntrd i'\ir|it at laiilo. and aro dnvrii'il ..nlv lo pri

the comfort- of lifo. Ijiliuinu- ounli-ni had dried up

devoted to ta-k uork and entreinhed hijiind routine.

spent the <:realer part of the evenin:^ o\er -ilent eard-

At times the two pnnr liitle i:irN. jiiaied under the

this saidiedrim, who aheiied the maternal -everity,

suddenly feel that they emild hear no loni:er the >

the>e wearisome per.-ons with iheir >iinken eyes and fr

faces.

A.irain'^t the dull haek'_'ronnd of thi- life -toud out

relief the simple fii^ure nf a man. that of their nnisii

-

The eonfesouv liad ruled that mn-ie was a. Christi

haviiiL'' it- -onne in the Catlinlii' ehui'ih and develiipe

and therefore the two little uirU were allnwed to learn

A spectacled Iad\. wh' lunfe—ed -o|-fa and the pia

ncMirliliorinu'' cnm-ent. Inu-.i! them fnr a time with •"

But, when the elder id' the 'jirl- wa- ten year- old. ilu

de Grauviilo |)oinied out the ncces-ity of iludin^'' a
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MiiiP. do Ciranvillc. who could ni>t dniy it. l'uvc \i her <on-

tcrsion all iIh' merit of wif.dy Mil.iiiissivcii.^s. A pious

woiiiati lit vcr loses an opportunity of lakiiiL' ircdit for doirij^

her duty.

The Miastt r was a Catholic (Icniiaii, oin' of iho-o men

who an- horn old and will alwa\s remain tiftv. even it they

liv(( to he eiirhlv. His hollowed, wriiiklid. -warthv ra<e hail

kqit somethin-r childlike and simple in its ,|arke>| folds.

Till' l)liU'of iiinocenc*' sparkled in iiis e\es. and the ;.'ay -mile

of s()rinjr dwelt on his lip-. His ^rray ol.l hair. >vhieh fell

in natural curls, like tlio-e of .le-u- Chri-I. added to his

ffstatic air a va-:ue ^olciunit v which was his-'hlv mi-leadin<:.

for he was a man to make a loo! of liim.-eH" with the mo-t ex-

emplary irravity. Iiis clothes were ii neee-sary em elope to

which he paid no atti-nlioii. for his ;,ra/.e soared too lii^di in

the cIdiiiIs to come in contact with material ihin^fs. And

so this irreat nnri'eo<:nizcd ,-. . helonired to tha* ^.'enerous

race of the ahsc^nt-minded, v .o <:ivc their time and their

hearts to others, just as tiiey drop their _loves on everv tahic,

their umbrellas at every door, iiis hands were of the kind

which look dirty after uashiny:. Final'v, iiis aL'ed frame,

badly set up on tottirin^', knotty limbs, pive ocular firoof

how far a man's body can beecMie a mere accessory to his

mind. It was one of those stran^'e freaks of nature which no

one has evr jimperlv described except ilotrmann. a (Jennan,

who has made himself the poet of all which appears lifeless

and yet lives. Such was Schnnieke, foriiierlv choirmaster

to the Marirrave of .\iis]iach. a learned man who underwent

inspection from a council of pi(>ty. They asked him whether

he fasted. The master was tempted to reply, "Look at me!"

but it is ill work jestin.u' witli saints and dansenist confessors.

This apocryphal old man held so larire a place in the life

of the two Maries—they became so much attaclied to the

groat simple-minded artist who-;' sole interest was in his

art—that, after thev were married, each bestowed on him an

annuitv of three hundred francs, a sum wiiich suthced for

his lodging, his beer, his pipe, and his clothes. Si.x hundred

I
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franc, a v.ar ru.1 In- b—n^ u.>v a Paradi.o for Schmucke

rjunt v.n.un,! <.. c.Uia. luM"-rtv and In. hop.

: , „,„„ ,h.-.. nvn , hanniii- . luMivn. whose hearts

;:n^:;;:::; ';;jw .1. -...-'i- ...--

f^,t .r a,.v,,,,..n. an.hh. t:ua !.y n-.ll' ..Mu. up the character

of S.h.nmk. an.l the HuMIio.hI ni the two Mane.

N,, oil., eniiia tell aftrrwanl what abhe. what devout ohl

Srhinueke had thirty houses

,„ lardv Mure- di>i)layed it.elf in slippers

|„„k!,.'< and lined with horse-hair solos,

1,^.1,
,,,,i,„u.arlhedthw.ennan. !o-t m l^"-- ^« ^'^^

"^^

d 1 ;,;,.,1„.. of a I'a.Milv l.arn that the Cointe^.e de (.nmv.lle

till found a inu.c-inaM.r fnr h..r daughters than they all

askul for li:-^ name aiul addiv--

in tile Marais. 'I

^d\n:';;::r;r;;,,:nr:han.eof.h,rt. H.chndHke,ai^y

ton. n .v^-.d !.v an honovaMe and seemly pover.v. hu hhled

^"a. I v^li. lio !,.. fall H.tlo Joke, such as:-;\oung

ail ca,-M,,.podo!rthed,rtofl'arislasti..ght, when

f.;,ddr.od III n,MdvMree,. ove,m,.ht.otdy they ^v.re

;£<. ./f
-/-//'•/ "^f

/'"--" (inititied at hav.n, hrou,h^

^s adoraMe ladio^ tin- ^uvio. of Vmns. ..u ,nrt. culled

from yhr tlnwoi- of hi- faiH V. he put on an air ot ^ach m-

cifahle rn,m-hne- n. pn-entm- it that mockery was di.-

arnied it made hnn ^o happv to eall a -mile to the bps of

his pupiK Iko ^adne- of who-e lifo wa> no mv-tery to h.m

that he would l.no made hinisolf rnliculous on purpo>e if

nature had not .iv.d him the trouhk.. And yet there was

,„,„„„„„,,,,„„., Mil.ar that the warmth ot hi. heart could

In tlio line wonls of the
no

no; infu-' it with fn -ii nioanin-.
• ,. u ^

l,t.. Sanu-Mavt.n. .if '^dianee of hi^ smile nn.u^ht ha^e

tnnvd tho mire of ,h, hidnvav to .old. The two Manes,

followne.- on,, of tko h-M tradnion- of ,vl. prions educ;Ui..n.

n-ed to 'h on ihoir ma-t, r tv.p.etfullv to the door ot the

«„it,. wli.n lu. loft. Th.-tv tho poo,- .Mrl< would say a few

kind won!- 1.. him. ham.v ii'. makin..^ him happv. It wa< the

one .k;.nro thov had of , Nmi-nei their woman s nature.

Thu<. iip to the time of their marriage, music- hecame
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for tho girls a life within HIV. just as, wo are lold. the Russian

puasiuit tal<cs his (Irraiiis for realities, his waiving life for

a restless sli'e[). In their eagerness to find sorie bulwark

again.~t the ri>ing tidf of pettiness and consuming ascetic

ideas, thev tlirew tiiriii>elves desperately into the ditlieulties

of the musical art. Mdoily, harmony, and composition, those

three ilaughtcr.- of the <kies. rewarded thfir lalxirs. making

a rampart for them witli tlirir ai'rial dances, while the old

Catholic faun, intoxiratfd \i\ mu>ic. led tlie chorus. Moxart.

Beethoven, Haydn, rai'.-idlo. Cimaro^a, Hummel, along with

musician^ "f Icsmt rank. develo})ed in them sensations which

never pas~ed hevouii the modest linnt of their veiled hosoms,

but which went to the hi'art of that ninv world of fancy

whither they eagerly betook themselves. When the executioa

of some piece had l)een brought to perfection, they would

clasp hands and embrace in the wildest ecstasy. The old

master called them hi- Saint, ("ecilias.

The tw,> .Maries di.l not go to balls till they were sixteen,

and then onlv four times a year, to a few selected houses.

They onlv left their mother'- >ide when well fortified with

rules of conduct, so strict that they could reply nothing but

yes and no to their jtart tiers. The eye of the Countess never

quitted her daugliKTs and seemed to read the words upon

their lip-. The ball-dn^sses of the poor little things were

models of decorum—high-necked muslin frocks, with an ex-

traordinary number <if fluth- frill- and long sleeves. This

ungraceful costume, which concealed instead of setting off

their l)eautv, reminded one of an Egyptian mummv. in spite

of two sweetly jiathetic faces which jiceped out from the mass

of cotton. With all their inimcence. they were furious to

find themselves the objects of n kindly pity. Where is tho

woman. howev(>r artless, who would not inspire envy rather

than compassion? 'l"hc uhite nuitter of their lirains was

unsoiled bv a single perilous, nmrbid. op even equivocal

thought ; their hearts were pure, their hand- were fritrhtfully

red; thev were bur-ting with health. Kve did not leave the

hands of her Creator more i:uileles< than were these two girk
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when thfv left th'ir iiiollitT'< lioine to sio to the ma' 'f and t

the church, with niic simple hut awful coiiiiiuinii in ihoi

(.^rs—to nlnv ill ii!l thin,i:s the iiinn iiy who.-i' si(h' rhcy wer

to spciiil lilt' niirht. awiikc ur slccpiiii:. 'i'o ihcii! it scciiu'

illl|)c>-^l!);l• that ihcv -liHuld -ulfcr nnirc mi iIh' straiiirc hous

wliithrr ilii'V wrif t(i lie haiii.-hcd than in the maternal con

vent.

IldW came it thai tin' father of ihe-c irirls diil nothing t

protect them J' rum -o erushin;.'' a lifspni i-m ? The Conit

(\i- (iranvilli' had a. LM-eat reputation a- a .jm!i:e, ahie an

iiicorruptilile. if sdmctimes a little carried awav hv part

feeliiii:. I'ldiapjiilv. liv the term> ^^i' a ri'inarkahle comprc

mi-e. ai^i 'd uji'iii after ten \e:"'~ of married life, hushan

and wife .i\i'ii apart, each m iiieir own suife of apartment:

Tlif falhi'r, who judu'cd the re|>re->ive systeii. le-- danu-eroi

for women than U>r men. ke|)t the education of his hoys i

his (iwn hands, while IcaviiiL'' that of the jzirls to their mothe

TIk' twi. Miirit-. who ('i)uld hardly e>ca]ie the imposition f

some tviaiMiv. wiiciher m love or marriai^e. wo\ild -utl'er le<

than l"iv-, wlin-e intelliureiice ouu-ht to he unfettered an

whose natural spirit would he hrokiMi hy the harsh coiHtrair

of rcliuiou- deijina. pn>hed to an extreme. Of four victin

the Cdunt -;ivrd iwii. 'idle ('(uiiitess lookcd on her sons, hot

destined fur the law— the one for the niuf/l.-inifiirr a.'isi''

the other for tlie mnijistrnl urr (iniui ihlc*—as far too had!

bronirht up to he allowed any intimacy with their sister

All intercourse hrtween the ]ioor eliildren was strict,

rrnardid. Wlen the Count took his hoys from school for

day he was cartd'ul thai it .should not he spent in th(> hons

After lunclienii With their niothiT and <isters he would fin

sonii'thiuLr to ami-e them outside. Restaurants, tlieatre

mii-eiim~. an exp.dition tn the eonntry in sunimer-timo, we

their tre,i!>, (Milv on important family occasions, such ;

the hirthdav (d" lii-' ('ouiite~s or of their father. Xew Year

•Till' r)ai!:.'t'::;iirf .i.«<i.<c i'iiiixi~t< iif thr jihli:<"< vvlm ^it in rnurt, nii(i arc appoint

for lifr. T\v iiuniln'iv lit tin- >i; ;.;;s'rii/i(,v firiii'i-ihii- cunilui-t lln- i-xamniatinn a

prosocutlnn 'i acru^iil inr-iiiis. TlK'v iKlilrfs.s [hu court standing, uiiU are r

»ppointoil for Ww.
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Dav, and prizo-frivinfr days, did tlio l)ov> spond day and nipht

under the paternal mnf, in extn'-ni- dismnifort, aii(i not

darinrr to kiss their sisters under tlie eye of the Countesfi,

who never left then: iiluiic to<:ctlier for an in-tant. Seoinfj

so little nf their iirothcrs. liow was it possible the ymnr girls

should feel any bond with them? On these days it was a ])er-

petual, "Where is An.u'elifiue?" "What is KujTonie al)out ?"

"Where ean luy ehildreii be?" When her sons were men-

tioned, the Countess would raise Iht cold and sodden eyes

to I lea VCD. as though imploring: pardon for havinj; failed to

snateii them from unjzodline;;s. Her exclamations and her

silence in rei^ard to them were alike clo(|ueiit as the most

lamentable verse- of Jeremiah, and the i:irls not unnaturally

came to look <" heir lirothers as liopcI>'-s reprol)ates.

The Count gave to each of his sons, at the age of eighteen.

a couple of rootns in his nwn suite, and they then began to

studv law under the dircdpin of his secretary, a barrister,

to whom he intrusted the ta>k of initiating them into the

mysteries of their profession.

The two Maries, therefore, had no practical knowledge

of what it is to have a bnither. On the occa-inn of their

sisters' wed<lings it happened that bdth brother- were de-

tained at a distance by important case-: the one having then

a post as nvocnt fifncrnl* at a distant Court, while the other

was making his first appearance in the |)revinces. Fn many
families the reality «\' that lionie-life. which we are apt to

picture as linked together by the closest and nmst vital ties,

is something very ilifl'erent. The brothel's are far away, en-

grossed in nionev-makiiiir. in ]Hi-hing their way in the world,

or they are chained tn the pui ic -erviee : the sister- are ab-

sorbed in a vortex of family interests, outsidc' their own circle.

Tim- the (litTerent members s]iend th(>ir lives apart and in-

different to each other, held together onlv bv the feehli' boml

of memory. If en ecca-inn pride or <elf-intere<t reunites

them, just as id'teii tlie-e inntives act in the iippn-ite -eii-e and

• Tho tiTin is ajiplieii to all tlir ^ lUtitiili's nf t,\u' p^Kunur ij^iic-nil. or XnoTUfy
General.
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divide thorn in hcarr. a- tlwy have already beon divide-

life, so tliat it hecoiiif- a rare fxcfptjiui tf) find a faniilv li

ill 1)111' hninc and aiinnalcd Ly nnr spirit. Modern le^'islal

by sfilittini.' ii|i til'- family into units, has created that i

hi(K'(jus (•vil--thi' i-i'l,it joH of till' individual.

AiiLrt'liijiic and l']iii:(''nii'. amid tlic profound si;!itud(

which thi'ir vonih :.;lidrd by. ~au- their father luit rarclw

it \va> a mrlam liol\ fine uliich he .-bowed in his wife's hi

some room- on the ::roi,nd lioor. At h(une. a- ejii the l)e

he liiainiaiiied the L:i'a\e and diirnified beariii:: "f the ju

When the L'irls had |ia>-. d the period <>{' tovs and dolls, w

they were beu'-inniiii;-. at lwe|vi' years of a;^-e. to think

theniselve-. and had ;.MVen up inakini: fun of Sebmueke,
found out ihi' -eini of the care- which lined the Count's f

head. I nder the ma.-k of -everity thev could read traee

a kindly, lovable nature. He bad \ iebled to ilic Cluireh

placi' a< bead of the bon~ebold. lii- hopes of wedded happi

had been liliLdited. atnl hi- father',- heart was wounde*] ir

tendere-t -pot— tiie hue be liore bis dauLniters. Sorrows .-

as tliese rou.-e -traiiu'e piiy in ibe i.ireasts of e-jrls who 1

never known teiidcrue--. Sometimes he would stroll in

.trarden between hi- dauudiler>. an arm round each 1

tiuure. littini: his paec to their <-hiliii>h steps; then, stopf

in the sbrnbh( ry. be would kiss tbein. mie after the other

the forehead, while bi^ eye^. bis mouth, and his whole
pression bnMlbcd the deepest pitv.

"You are not very happy, my darlin;:s." he said on
such oce,i-ion : "but I shall inarr\ you earlv. and it wil'

a iTood day tor me wbiji 1 -ee you take winir."

"I'apa." sail' Kuirenie. ' we have niade up our mind-
marry ilie tii-t tiian who offers."

".\iid tills," be exclaitned. "is the l)itter fruit of sue
py<tem. hi tryinir to make sainis of them, thev . .

lb- -topp.-d. ( )ftci; the ;_'-irI- were conscious of a passioi

lenderiie-- in their fatlier'- fan well. ,)r in the wav he loo

at tb( ni \\!i. n bv c liaucc be dined with their tuotbcr. '1

father, whom tbcv so rarelv -aw, became the objeel of tl

pity, and whom we pitv we love.
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The marriage of both sisters—welded together by misfor-

tune, as Hita-Christina was hy nature—was the direct result

of this strict conventual training. .Many men. when thinking
of marriage, prefer a girl taken straight from the convent
and impregnated with an atmosphere of devotion to one who
lias been trained in the school of soeietv. There is no
medium. On ih,. on,, hand i< the girl with nothing left to

learn, who reads ami di-cns-es the papc' . who has spun round
ballrooms in tlie arm- id' countless young men. who has .^eeii

every jilav and devoureil i \i'ry novel. who<c knee< have been
made sujiple by a daiu-im:-nia>:er. pres.-ing them against his

own. who does not trouble her lu'ad about religion and has
evolved lu^r own morality : on the other i- the guilele-s. simple
girl of the type of Marie-.\ngcMique and Marie-Kugenie.
Possihiv the liu>ban(rs risk is no greater in the one case than

\ the other, but the imiiien>e majority of men. who have
not yet reached the age of Arnolphe. would choose a saintly

Agnes rather than a budding Celiniene.

The two Maries were identical in figure, f(H't, and hands.
Both were >mall and slight. Kugenie. the yruinger. was
fair like her mother: .\ngeli.iue. dark like her father. But
they had the same complexion—a <kin of that mother-of-
pearl white which telU of a rich and healthy blood and against
which the carnation stand< out in vivid patches, firm in tox-

ture like the jaMiiine. and like it also, delicate, smooth, and
soft to the touch. The blue eyes of Kugenie. the brown eyes
of Angeli(iue. had the same naive expre^-ion of indifference
and unaffected astonisliment. betrayed bv the indecisive wav-
ering of the iris in the li.|uid white. Their figures were good

;

the shoulders, a little angular now. would be nmiideil bv time.
The neck and bosom, which had been so long veilinl. appeared
<|uite startlingly perfect in form, wlien. at the re(|uest of her
husliand. each si^-ter for the fnvt time attired her.-elf for a ball

in a low-necked dre--^. What blushes covered the poor inno-
cent things, so charming in their -hamefacedness. as thev
fir>t >aw tllem^eive< in the privacy of their omi rooms; nor
did the color fade all eveninir!
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At the niomont when tliis ^tory ojK'n^, with the
;

Marie ((iiisnliiij^ \\vr uccpiii;,' sister, they arc no Ion;

^'irls. I'laeh iiad i,iir--ii an infant—nne a hoy, th

a f.nrl—ami the hamis and arms <i|' IkiiIi were white i

KuL'eiiie iiaii a!u;,v> seemed sometliinLT of a madcap
terriiile mdther, ulio n'doiililed her watchful care an,l

on her helialf. Anireliiiue, stately ami proud, hi

lhMU;:lit. a soul of lii^'li temper litted to <riuu'd itsell

tile skitti- Muu'enie seemed ti> ilemand a firmer hand,

are cliarmmu- natures of this kind, misread liy ih'stiny

life nu^lil to be tmhrokeii sunshine, hut who live i

in misery, pla.irued hy >nme evil j^'eniu-. the victims oT

Thus the spri,i:hily. artless Hu^renie had fallen tim

mali^Mi despotism ef a ])arvenu when released fn

maternal clul:lie-. An,i:eli(pie. hiirh-strunj: and se

had been sent adrift in the highest circles of Parisian

without anv restraining curb.

CHAPTER II

SISTEKLY CON'FIDEXCES

Mme. de Van-dexesse. it was plain, was onished hy t

den of trouble-; too heavy for a mind still unsophit
after SIX years (jf marriage. She lay at length, hci

flaccid, her budy bent, her head fallen anvhow on x\

of the lounge. Having looked in at the opera before hi

ti> her si-tiT's, she had still a few flowers in the plaits

hair, while others lay scatttTcil on th" carpet, togetht
her glnve-:. her mantle of fur-lined silk, her nuiiT, a
hi.nd. P.right tears mingled with the pearls on hot
bo-oiii and brimming eyes told a tale in gruesome c
with the lu.xur}' around. Th;' ('onntoss had no he;

further words.

"You poor darling," said Mine, du Tillet "what s
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It scfiiKMl as though the torrent of her sister's grief had
forcnl these words from the heart of the banker's wife, as

melting snow will set free stones tliat are held the fastest

in the river's bed, The Countess grazed stupidiv on her with

fi.\ed eyes, in which terror had dried the tears.

'('an it !((• that the wafers have closed over your head too,

my sweet one?" >he saiil in a low voice,

"Nay, dear, my troiiiiles won't lessen vours."

"But tell me them, dear child. Do you think I am so

.sunk in M'lf already as not to listen? 'I'hen we are ciunrades

again in sutfering as of old I"

'•But we .-utfer apart," sadly replied Mine, du Tillet. "We
live in opposing camps. It is my turn to visit the Tuileries

now that you hav«^ ceased to go. Our husbands belong to

rival parties. I am the wife of an ambitious banker, a bad
man. Your iui>baiid, sweetest, is kind, nobl(\ generous "

"Ah! do not re[)ro;>.eh me," cried the Countess. "NTo

woman has the right to .lo .so, who has not suffered the
weariness of a tame, colorless life and passed from it straight
to the paradise of love She must Have known the bliss of
living her whole life in another, of espousing the ever-varv-
ing emotions of a poet's soul. In every Hight of his imagina-
tion, in al! the efforts of his ambition, in the great p-'rt he
plavs u})on the stage of life, she must have borne her share,
suffering in his pain and mounting on the wings of his

measureless delights: and all this while never losing her cold,

impassive demeanor before a prving worid. Y(><;, dear, a.

tumult of emotion may raire within, while one sits by the fire

at home, quietly and ( o-nfurtably like this. And yet what
jov to have at every instant one overwhelming interest

which expan(l> the heart and mak.'s it live in everv fibre.

Xothing is indifferent to you: your verv life seems to de-
pend on a drive, which gives you the chance of setung in the
crowd the one man before the flash of whose eye the sun-
light pales; you tremble if he is late, and could strangle
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the Ijori' whn >tc;il> froiu ynii nm' df those precious

wiii'ii liappnii'ss thi'i'li- ill rwvy \imi ! To lie nlivi

1)1' alive !; ra|itiirr. 'I'hirik nf it, dear, to live,

many WDimii w'ul,] i:ive tin' wnpld to feel a* I do,

not. KrincMiiirr. iliilil. tiiat for tiii> |io<'try of iifi

but one -eii-iiii till' siM-oii of youth. Soon, wry
come llie (hill- of winter. Oh! if \on wero rich

in the~e luiiiL' t I'e.i-iire- of the heart and were t

willi lo-ili_r tiiein-

.Miiir. i\][ Ti'lot, terrified, had hidden lier far

hand- diiriiiij this wiM rliap-ody. .\t last, >cein<r

tear- oil her -i-ti r"- cheek, she heuMii

:

'I iie\i r driMimd of reproaeliiniT yoii, inv darlin

words ha\'e, in a sin^'le iii-tani. siirrei! in mv hi

hiiriiiii;: ihouulit- than all my tears have (nicnchet

deed ilie life i leail iiiiLThl Weil |)lead witliin me f

,-ion sihli a- y.iu descrihf. I.et me (dinjr to t

thai if we h.'il ^eeIl ii.ire of each other wo should

drifted to ihi- |ioint. 'Die ktiowledire of mv sutTerir

ha\e eiiahled \on to realize your own happiness, aiu

jiiTliaps have jean .1 from you eourap' to resist th(

which has erii>hed the sweetness out of my lifi

misery i-; an accident which chance may remcdv, mi
cea-inir. My liii^hand neither has real atTection fo

doi - he iru.-t me. I am a mere pe^x for his ma,!,'

the Iiall-maik cd" his amhition, a tidhit for hi; vanil

'I'"crdi]iaiid"—and -he -tri'ck her hand upon th(

piece—"I- hard and smooth like this marhle. H
picious of n'c. [f 1 a-k anythinir for myself I kno
hand that r'fn.-al i< certain; hut for whatever m
hi; .-clf-im|MiriMnce or advertise hi> wealth I have
to e\pri-s a dc>ire. He decorates my rooms, an
lavishly ..n my t.ihle; ray servants, niv boxes at th(

ill! the trapninir- of mv life are of t.l,e smartest. H.
nothin- !o hi- vanitv. His children's bahy-linon
trimmed wit!-, hu . . !nn he would never trouble ah
real ned-, an<l would shut his cars to their cri
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'St. Tie jrrudpes

y-linen must be

uble about their

leir cries. Can

you understand smh n >iatc of ihiiiL's? I ;:o to court
loaded with diiiiiinrnU. aiid my nrnaiiirnt- arc of the most
costly wliiiK v.r | mn m Mi(ict\ : \ii I have not a -on of niv

own. .Mnir, <lu 'I'llld, whuiri cnsiou- oiilooki'r> no doubt
suppose to he foiling in Wraith, cannot lay her hand on a

hundnii fraius. Ii the father care- little for hi- cliildn'ti,

lie cares ,-till lc>> for their nioth.r. Never do,., h,. allow me
to forp't that 1 h,i\c licen paid for a- a eliattel. and that my
personal fortune. wIikIi ha- ne\er been in mv po--e,— jiui,

hiis been til<-hed from him. If he -t I alone 1 iiiiL'ht have
a c.hance ..f fa-Miiat iiiL' him. but tln't'c i- an alii'ii intliience

at work. He i,, under the ihuiidi of a woman, a iiotarv's

widow, ov.'r fifty, but who -till ivckoiK on her (harms, and
I can see very well that while -he li\c- I -hall ncvcr be free.

'-My whole lifr li,Te i- planned out like a .-ovcreiirn's. A
bell is run^'' for my luiich and dinner a- at vour ca.-tl(>. I

never miss iroin^: to the l!ni- at a icrtaiti hour. accom]ianied
b;. two t'ooinicii in full livery, and returnine- at a (i\ed tii7ie.

In place of -ivm.u- nnlrr-. I ivcrivc I hem. .\t bali-^ and the
tneaf-c, a laci|uey come- up to me -ayiiii:. "Vour carriaire
waits, madanic." and I have to ijo. whether I am enjovin"'
:ny.<elf or not. Ferdiirind would be w.wd it' I did iicjt c.irrv

M'. the code of rule- drawn up for bis wib'. and 1 am afraid
of him. Surrounded bv all thi< hateful splendor. I some-
times look back witii rc.izrct. .-ind be-in to iliink we bad a kind
mother. At least she left u- our iiiLrbt.-. and I had you to
talk to. In my sunVrinijfs. then, I had a loviiii: companion,
but thi> L''ori:eoiis hou.-e is a desert to nu'.'"

It was for the Couiiti'-s now to play the comforter. As
this tale ' f misery fell fnun her sister'- lips -he took her hand
and kissed it with tears.

"How is it pos-il.ile for me to help vour" Ivutrenie went
on in a low voice. "If he were to find us toiietber lie Would
suspect srunethini:. He would want to know what we had
been talkinu^ about this hour, and it is not easv to put off

the scent any one -o fal-e and full of wile-:. He would be
sure to lay a trap for me. I'.ut. enou'di of mv trr)td)ies; let
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us think .if vuii. Vniir f-riy ilmu-iiiiil h:\nv<. (larlin<r. wouM

be iiotlnii- \'< I'mliiiiiinl. H-' ^m.l tli'' lian-n (It- Nu.iiip'ii.

aiiuihcr ..riluM' ri<li li.iiikcr-. .iiv ..m iiMuiucd m hand!.' mill-

iuiis. Suni.-tinH> ;il diimcT I Ilmp llinn talkiii- of thing's to

iiuikr vmir llr-h « rcrji. Itu 'I'lli.! know- 1 am no talker. m>

tllfV :-|M ak frirlv ImI'o r,. u\r. cniili.i.iil tli:it It Will ;,'() no fur-

ther, and I ran' a-inv vmi thai hi-liwav inurdrr would lit'

,,„ ;„., ,,, ,,|,.r( V rniiiiiaivd to -nil.- of ilhir tlnan. lal schcnips.

Nucm-vn and li.' make a- litll.' of ruinin,u' a nuin as I do

of all UirM- di-iiki\. Anion;: I he proplr who colli., to soo nio.

often th.To aiv |
rdii|i.> \\ho~r aiVair- 1 iiavc heard settled

o\erni-ht. and uhoare |ihin-in,i: into >|ieenhiiions whic'h will

lje;!-.'ar tlieni. ll'^w 1 Ioul: to ad Leonardi' m the l>ri;:an(l>'

cave, and cr\ .•!'"•« a iv !' iSut what woidd he<-oni.- of me? I

hold mv ton-nc. hut l\[\- luxurious man-ion i< nolhiiifi but

a ,lrn of cni tliroat-. And dii 'I'lllet and Niicin^ren scatter

bankiioic- in liaiidfuU for any whim that takes their fancy.

Ferdinaiiil has iiouulit ihe >ite of the old ca.-tie at Tillet.

and mleiid- rehniMin,.' it. and then addiii;,' a forest and

nia;:nUic,-nt uroimd-. lie says his .-on will he a count and

his ,L'rand-on .i |ieer. Nncin-'en is tired of his hou>e in the

Uui' Saiiil-i.aza'" and is having' a palace huilt. His wife

is a friend of mine \h !'" >he cried, "she nii^dit

1„. ,,f „.,, [,, 11^. She is not in awe nf her hiisliand. her

i)roi)crlv i- in Inr own hand> ; she is the peison to save

you."

Daiiin.i:."" crixl Mnie. de Vandene-se, throwmir ln-rself

into her .-iMcr'- arm- and liiir-linL^ into tears, "there are only

a few hours left. I,et us l'o there tti-ni-lit, this very in-

stant."

"How can 1 L'o out at eleven o'clock at iii.L'ht
?"

"M\ c,irria;j.e i- here."

"Well, what are \nii two |tlottin,L' here'" It was du Tillet

who t.lin w open the dour of the hoiidoir.

A fal>e Teniality lit up ilie hiank cointciiance which met

the sister-" iraze. Thev had heeii ton uiiich ah-orhed in talk-

ing to notice the wlieids of du Tillet's carria<:o, and the



A DAfOIITER OF KVK in

thick riirp('t.< IukI innnitd tin- -omul uf lii> steps. The
Countess, who IuhI an imlul^'ent lni.-liiiiid ami was well used

to society, had ac(|uircd a tact and addrc" siich a.-^ her sistep,

passmj,' straiu'lil t'roni a niotlier'.; tn a liu-band's yuki'. had

had no opporl unity nt' ciiliivatiit-^ She vas aide tl;.-p to

save the -itiiatii'M. wliiih she sau that l'',uu'eMie"s terror was

(in the [niiiil of liei rayinjr. In a t'r^ink reply.

le is," -he said, 1im)1<-

onien sonietinies tret

'I !hoiii.'ht iiiv M>ter wealthier than s|

IDir lUT hri't ler-in-law in the tai •w

into dillieiilties which thev dnirt lare t II -Ilea k ot' to their

hii.-haiids—«ilne.»- Na|iu|eiin and •lii-.e|ihini—and F came ti

ask a t"av(ir of I

'{'here will I

ler.

le no (II IlicllltV l)(ll t that. KiiL'enie IS a

rich woman,"" re|ili( il dii 'I'lllet, in a toie,' of honeved
acerbity.

"Onlv for vmi," >:\\i\ the Countess, with a hitter sniilo.

'H ow niiich (In \(iii want d dii Tillet, who was not

ry at the pm-pect of j^'ettiiiLr his sister-in-law into h 18sor

toils.

"How dense you are I Itidn't I tell you that we want to

keep our hii-liands out of this?" was the prudent rejilv of

.Mine, de X'andeiiesM', who feared to place herself at the

mercy of the man whose character had l»y i^ood luck just been

sketched by her sister. "1 .-hall come and see I^iiirenio to-

morrow."

"'ro-morrow? \o." said the banker eoldlv. "^[nK^ flu

lllct

Raron de \
dines to-innrrow with a future peer of the realm.

iiciiiLren, who IS resi^rniiii: to ni(> his scat in the

f'haiiiber of Deputies."

"Won't yi u allow her to accept my box at the opera?"
said the Countess, without exchanjiini: even a look with her

-i-ter, in her terror lest their secret understandini: should be

bet rave(|

Thank you. slie has her own," said dii Tillet. ofTendeiT

''^'e^y well, then, I shall see her there," replied the

Countess.

Tt will lie the first time vou have done us that honor," said

du Tillet
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band, nrt to bo attaclicd to him. Besides, snpposinp' what
}(Mi say were true, she unuld not liavc told inc.

'

"It is as I said." pcr-i-tcd d\i 'J'llkM, "and I forbid von

to have aiiyt.iiing to do with the matter, h '- to mv inter-

est that tlie man go to priMin. Let tha' -ii,''/,.^'."

Mine, dii Tillet l(d'l the room.

"iMie is sure to disoin-y me,"" said du ' '

Mt : td h;!ns( 1", left

aloiii' in till' boiidoir. "and if I keeji my c '.•:! MieMi 1 mav
lie a!)li' to lind out what tliey are ii]) to. Poor fools, to pit

them<elve^ against ns I"

He >lirugge(l his shoulders and went to rejoin his wife,

or, mure properly speaking, liLs slave.

CHArXEE III

THE STOIIV OF .\ IIAI'I'V WOMAN'

a

The ronfession whieh Mine. Feli.x de \'and(Mies«o had poured
into her sisterV ear was so intimately conneeted with her
hisiury during the si.x preeedini: vear- that a brief narrative
of the chief inci<leiits of her married life is necessary to its

understanding.

V'Vw dt' V'andi'iicsse wa< one of the band of distinguished
men who owed tlirir foriune to the ie-loration. till a short-

sii.'litcd policy r:\cluilcd ihcm, as follower- of MartiLHiac. from
the inner circle of (iovcrnment. In the la-t day< of Charles
.\. he was banished with some others to tlic I'pp :• Chamber:
and tin- disgrace, though in hi>- eves otdv temporarv. led

liim to think of marriage. He wa- the more inclined to it

from a sort of nausea of intrigue ;in<l gallantrv not unconi-
ino!i with men when the hour (d" youth"- gav frenzv is past.

Tlicre coni<>s then a critical moment when llic -erious siile of
social ties makes itself felt. Felix de VMndene.-:e had had
his bright and h\< dark hour-, but the latter predominated.
a^s is apt to be the ease with a man who has (juite early in
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life hocomo ac.|Uiiiiiti'(! wilh ]yd-<u'U in it? nohlo?! form.

Tlir mitiat.'.! l)rc.Miic ra-ii<linu>. A l<i!i- <'xporii'iic(' of

litV and -nuh nt' diaractir ivrnni-i!--- llinn at last to tho

si'c..n<l-!H-t. vvh. n l!i.v lak- rrfii-r m a imivrrsal tol(M-aiic('.

lla\iii- 1..-1 all i!lii-h.n-. tla v aiv jiph,!' a-aiii-t LMiili'; vet

tli,.v \v,ar ili'-r (\iii.iMii uiih a -ra-r. miil. \n\\\s juvpanMl

for thr wor-t. an.' -avi,i tl:.' jmii-- of (li.sii.poinliiK nl.

In >|.i|r r.\' llii~. !> iix -tiil !i;:.--i'il fur mii(< of the hand-omppt

and nin-i ;r_'n'cal,lr iiifh in I'ari^. With wutncii his reputa-

tion \v;i- lar-i!'. iln.' in <]'• of \\\f iiuii!r-i nf ihrir i-<m-

tciiipoiarn -. who wa- >ai'! to lia\i' liiiii of a iiroj^cn licart

f,,,- Iiiiii; iiiit it ua- tlif IfiiiHtul l.a(!\ !)ni!i-v who hail tho

chief h.Mid m f-rniiiiL:- liini. In llio iv— nf nianv I'aris

ladii- I'f'lix wa- a lai-n .>r i-unnnicr. owinir n^t a frw nf hi-

(.nii.|nM.i. {., hi i-vil ninitf. MadaMic i\f ManiTvillr had

,!, ,..,.! iho (lia|.ir!- nf his intri,Lnii'~. Ahlimi-ih nnt a Don

• liiaii, he ivtiivd fi-nin ilio wnild of ln\,.. a> fn.ni that of

pnlitic-. a di-illiiMon. (! man. 'I'lial ideal tvpc of woman and

<if |n\,' which, for hi- mi-fortniii'. haii hriirhtcnrd and ilond-

iiai'il lii- vniilh. h.' d.'-paiivd nf hndiiiL'- aLMin. At tlic affe

of thirty. Connt i-"''!i\ n-uhcd tn cut -hort hy marriage

plca>iin"s which had hi -iin tn pall. <»n point he was

(Ictcianir.rd : hr wnul.l have nnnc hut a '^\v\ trained in the

striete-t doLiiua- nf Cathnlici-m. \'o .-nnner did he liear liow

the Cnmte--.- lie tiranville hrouLdil up her dauirhlers tlian

he a-ked fnr the hand nf tlu' elder. IIi- own mother had

been a dnme-tie tvrant : and he enuld still reinernher ennu;rh

of his di>!nal ehildhond in de>erv, throuiili the veil of

maidenlv nlode^tv. wh.it rll'.it had hem prodia-ed on a younsr

girl's (haraeter hv -iirli a henda,Lre. to see wiiether she weio

sulkv, soured, am! ineiined to mvnit. or had remained sweet

and ln\ini:. respon^ive to the voice nf nnhler feelin,L^ Tyranny

produce- two ro-ults. exactlv opposite in character, and which

are sMidmlized in iho>e two Ln-eat types id' the slave in

clas-ical tunes— l-;picletu- and Sparta, us. The one is hatred

with it- evil train, the other, meeknc-- with its Chriotian

grace-. The ("..p.le de \';inileni--e i-c;;d !lu' history of his

life again in Maiie-Angeliquo de Granville.
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In tliii.-: clioosin^r for wifi' a uul'' ,irirl in hor fresh in-

Tinniicc and purity, he li;iil ma' ii]> lii> mini! hrfort'hand,

a> i)ffittc''l a man "Iil in cvrrvtliiii.i: Imt ycnr-. to unite pa-

ternal with ci)nju<ral atfeetinn. Ilr \v;i> cDnscious that in liim

poliiics ami sncicty had 1 lii^litcd fci'liiii;-. and that he had only

till' drri:- of a u-cd-np lilr in (itlVr in exihani:'' for oii(> in

the liloom of youth, 'i'lie iloxs'cis of sprinir would lie matehod

with winter frosts, hoary cxpri'iiiice with a -ancy. iiepulsive

waywai(lnr<>. Ilaximr lhu~ imparlially taken -\iH-k of ins

jiosition. he fntreiirhrd him-df in his marrird ipiarters with

an atiiplo -tore of provi--ion~. I iidiilLri'iief and trust were his

two ,-ln'-'t anchor.-. Mothor- with iiiavria'_'''ahl(' daiiu-hters

oiiLdit to look out for men of ilii.~ .-tamp, iiion with hrains

to act as [iroteetinn' divinity, with worldly wi-doni to dia.unoso

like a -iirixcoii. and with exporioiuc to take a mothi'r's place

in warditii: oil' evil. These are the threo cardinal virtue-; in

riial riiiioiiy.

The rclineiiient^ ami liixuric- lo which hi- !ia!nt- a-: a man
of f.i-hion and (d' pleasure had accii-tomcd Felix, his train-

iiiir ill atl"air< of >tatc, the in-i::iit of a life altcrnaielv de-

voted to action, retlcdion. and litcr^iiiiro : all tlu' resources,

in sliort. at his command were applii'd infclli^cntly to work
out hi- wife"- hapniiie— .

Marie-. \iiL;iMii|iic pa--ed at once from the maternn] nnririi-

lor\ to t!ie wrdded p.iraili-e prepared for hei' hv l-'i'dix in

their lioii-o ill ihc iiiie (111 ijocher, when' e\er\' tritle hrcathed

of lii-iimtion at the -ame time that the conventions of

fa-iiion Were not allowed io interfere with thai aracioii- -pon-

t.inejty natural to warm youn^'- heart,-. Sli- hcMjun hv enjoy-

iiiL'- to the full the merely Tiiateria! plea-iire- of life, her hus-

iKiiid f i]- two years actiiisr a- maj'or-domo. l"eli\ expounded
Io lii~ wife very e-radually and with Ln-eat tact the fact- of

life, initialed hor hv dcL'ree- into the mv-terie< of the he-t

-ocutv. i.iiiLdii her the Lreiienloei, ~ ,>f nil families of rank,

instnicteii her in the wa\- of the world, directed her in the

arts (if (Iriis- and ( oiiver-ation, look her to all the theatres,

and put her throu<:h a courM' of literature and historv. He
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rarrinl out tl is (•(lin-.-ilinn uiili tin' ;i-~ii]uitv of a lover, a
latiitT. a ma- t'T. ami a liii-liami romhimMl ; iiiit with a \vi,~e

(iiscn'tioM he ,i!l(iwr.| iirnlur amuMinrnl- imr -!ii(li('< to un-
doriniiif 111- wifi'",- faith. In -linri. li.' a((|uill.Mi hiiii.-clf of
his task III a ma-injv manner, ami had the ;iratilieatioii of
.-eein.;: h:- |iU|ii!. al ilu' cinl nf imir \ear>. one of the most
(harming'' :niil -irikiii;: women of her time.

.Marie-. \;jeli>|iie'- fee!in-< touanis her Ini.-haii.l were pre-
cisely such a- he \vi-li(i| lo in-|iiiv -true frn'ml-hip. livelv

f^raiitmie, >i-iei-l\ aHeetmn. with a ila,-li of wifelv fomlne-s
oil oeea.-mn. imi |)a--inu liie due limn- i,\' diirniiv and ,-elf-

re-|ie<i. She \va- a -ond mniher l<< In r child.

i'liii> l'"eli\, wiih.mi any ajipearaiK '• of eoeri :on. attached
his wite tc llim^e|f liy all po-.-ihle tie-;, reckon i ii;.f nil the forco
of haliit to keeji hi- kcavcn eleiidlc-,, Onlv men practised
in u-orldly arts and u ho have run the Lmniut of dirillnsion
in pclitic- and jnve. Ii,i\e the knc\\!.,lMc iiece--arv for acting'
on tliis system. Felix found in it al.-n ilie plea,-iire whicli

I''"'"' '-- nuihur-. and -ivat ardiitei-is take in their work,
while in additmii t(. the arii-iie ilejiudit in en-atlon he had
the -aii-faeiinti nf cunteiii plat i iiL^ tile re,-uli and admirinLT in
In- witV a wnmaii of pnji-hed hut unalfeeted maniuT- and an
"'"'''"'"'I \^!'- 'I I'i.nil' II and a mother, modestly attractive,
unlettered and vet hound.

'i'hc hi-tnrv of a hap|iy household i> like that of a pros-

r'"""!''; ^'"': II can he .-uninied up in half a dozen words,
and -i\c. nn -cope for tine writiiii:. .Moivover. as the only
explanation nf happine-s i- the fact that it e\i-t<. ihe-^e
four vcar- prc-ent iiothin- hut the ,<:ray wa^h of an eternal
love-makiiiii-. in-ipid as manna, and

"

as excitinjr as the
romance ni' .Xstra^a.

In is:;;i. however. llii< edifice of happiness, .^o carefully
put tOLfether 1

1 V Felix, \va< nn the pnint of falliiiL^ to the
ground: i!i(^ foimdaiioiw hail he,>j'i -apped wiilmut hi.s

knowledL^e. ^rhe fact i<. the hi'art of a w.uiian of flvc-and-
twcjity is not that of a ej,.|

,,f eirrliteen. anv more than the
heart of a woman of forty i- that of one tuu years vounger.
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V woiiiiinV life lias four epochs, and each ('|)nfli creates a

i)< w woman. Namlrnc---,' wa- ivrtainly not iiiiiorant of tlie

laws whii h tlctci'inini' tlii> (k'\elo[inirnt, iinliiccd l)y our

modern lialiit-. Iitii lir nciilcctrd to aji|ily thcei in his own

case. Thn- tlie >oiindf-t ;:raiiimarian may be cau^dit trippin^^

wlim \\v iin'i!> author; tiie ^realol <^fncral on the field of

hattli'. under stress of tire, and at the mercv of the accidents

of tlie ;:-round, will ca.-t to the winds a tlc-i relic rule of mili-

tary xH'iice. 'I'he num whose action halMtually bears the

^lam[) of his mind i> a puiiii,--. but lln' urealfst p'liiu.- i^ not

alua\s iMjiial to him.-elf. or he would cea^e to he human.

Four year- had pa>>ed of unrullled <-alm. four years of

tuneful eonrert without one jarrin.;,'' note. The Countess,

ur.d'-r the>e inllueiices. felt her naturo e.xpantiin,!,^ like a

iicalthy plant in l''oo(I soil under the warm ki>-es of a sun

shmiiiL' in unclouded azure, and she now be^ran to ipu'stioii

her heart. The cri-i~ in her life, which this tale is to un-

fold, would be utnnielliuMbIc but for some explanations which

mav perhaps extenuate in the eyes of women the i.ruilt of

this youiii: Countess, liappy wife and liajipy mother, who at

tir-t siirht miirht seem inexcusable.

I.ife IS the result id' a balance lietween two oppo-intr forces;

the ai)sence (d' either is injurious to the creature. \'an-

dene-~c, m pilinir up -ati-faclion, had (jiienched desire, that

lord of the uni^"er-e, at whose disposal lie vast >tores of moral

• neriiv. Ivxtreme heat, extreme sutl'eriuL'. unalloyed happi-

i!e>-, like all ahstract prinpi])les. rei,mi over a harren desert.

I'hev demand solitiule. and will sutTer no exi-tenre hut their

iwn. Vandenesse wa- not a woman, and it i< women only

who know the art of Lrivinir variety to a state nf bli<-:. Hence
their coipietry. their coldncs<, their tremor-, their tempers.

liid that inireiiious battery of unreason, bv which thev de-

niM|i.-h to-day what yesterday they foiiml entirely satisfac-

tnrv. Constancy in a man may ])a!l. in a woman never.

X'andenesse was too tlioroiii:hlv i:ood-h(>arted wantonly to

plairiic the woman he loved ; the heaven into whieh he phinaed

her could not be too ardent or too cloudless. The problem
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i.f iirrpftUiii f.'ii(il\ I- '<ni- \\u- suiiuiuii of whicli i- rt'scrv

fur aiinihri' .iiiil hi-ii- r ami!.!. il.iv lielnw, rvrii tiu- im

iii,-])irc(l uf \XH\- •[<> iiut i'.iii [n l"Mv tht'ir rradcrs wlii'ii tli

Ultflliiil In .-lIllT '! r:li-;i'll-i'. 'i'ln' I'-rk ,,il wlllrll Dillltt' S|)

was t. \ir \\u- Mini al-u xi' \aiKii !ir»e : all honor to a il-

jjcratc c<nii-a,L;t' I

His uifi- lif;:an al la-I l" liml ~o wcll-ivuulatcil an I'M

a liltif iiu>!]i.i,iiioii>. 'I'll,- |)ci-f''ii lia|i|Miir>- of \'.\r in !

tcrrtv-trial [i.iraili^c iirouiinii in in r llic uau.-ra wliiuh eon

fi'oiii li\iii,u i"o iiiiK li on -wict-. A loiiuiin,' <i'i/,t'd lier. as

M'i/ril |;ivai-.i| on ri'ailinu' l-"lonaii. to coii.f aiTo>s -oinc U'

in llir -lior|ifol(i. riii>, il ap|K'ar.-. lia> Ihi-ii the nicani

in all h-j:> - of that >\ inliolical >rrj»-nt to whom the lirsl woni

niaih- aihaiiiT-, >oiiio day no doulil when .-hf was fceli

lioiTil. 'Thf iiioi-al of this may not commciid ilscdt to c

tain i';•olo-tant^ who iai;o (iciic~is more seriously than t

-!(•"< th-Mii- '!vr-. hut the >iti!ation of Madanic de Vand(-ne

r('([iiin - no hiiiln al imap'- to cxiilain it. She was conscii

of a forci' within, wlmh found no cxcrrise. She was hapi

but her happini-- caii-oil hrr no jiain:-: it was placid a

uncvonl fill : .-ho wa- not liaiintoil hy the dn'ad of losinir

It arriNod i\cr\ moniiii!: with tho .-anio -niilo and sunshi

the same soft word-. N'ot a zopjivr"- lu'oath wrinkled t

calm expanse: ^he joiiLMd I'or a. rijiple on the 'jla--y surfac

Tiiere wa~ -oiiiethinu'' ehildisii in all ilii-. which may par

excuse her; hilt so(i(itv is IK more l-nieni in its jiidi,nne.

than was the lehovah of (Jenoi-. The Countess was (pi

cn-'ii^h Woman of the w^rid now to know how improper th

feeiiii'_'> were, and tiothiiiLr wonM have induced her to conf

th(m to her 'darliiiir hii~hand.'" Tiii- was the most imp
sionid epithet her iimoeence eould (le\i<e. for it is jriven

no one to f<ir<:e in cohl hlood ihat delicious lanjiua^o of 1

pefhoie which love dictate- to its victims at the >take. \'i

deiii>-e. j>lea-ed with I hi- pretty I'Ci-i'rve, apjilied his arts

keep In- wife within I he temperate zone of weilded ferv

Moreover, till- model liu-liam! wanted to lie |o\im1 for hi

self, and judircd uuworthv id' an honorable man those trii
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of ihe trade which mi,i;ht hav«' impn-.Ml upon his wife

or awakeiii'il her feelin<:. 'le wiuild uwr nnihin^^ to the e.x-

p,dicnt-> of wealth. The Cuiite-f Marie wniijd -ndle to see

a -hidil)v lurnciut m th'' l^u:-. and turn her eye- cnniplacently

t.i hi'r iiwn elc-ant e(piipaL;e and the Imr-o wlmh. harnessed

in ihe i-'.niilidi far-hinn. ni.oed witli very frei/ action and kept

their (h-tamc perfectlv. I"eli\ would not ^'oop tu gather the

fruit nf all hi- lahiir-: hi- lavi-li e\pi'ndiliire. and the ;.rood

la-ie whieh LiuidiMJ ii. wrrc acci'p;ed as a mailer of cour^e

hv his wife. iiTuiirant that lo them -he i)we(l her [irrfect in:-

miinilv frnm vrxations <ir wdumliiii: ciimpari^nii.-. It wa.s

tile saiii'' throiiLdidUt. Kiiidue-- is not wiihnut it-' rock^

ahead. People are apt li> put it d'iwn to an easy temper,

and -rlijiim recot:nize it as I'ue -rcret -trivini:' of a LTenerous

nature; whil.-l. mi the nilier hand, the ill-natured ud credit

\'ni- all till' e\ il they refrain frntn.

.\hiiut tlii- perind .Mme. de \.•^nden^-^e was sntliciently

i!n]|, ij in the practice^ '^l' -otietv \i< ahand'Hi the insi<:niticant

part ef timid supernumerary, all eve- and i-ar-. which even

Cri-i i- -aid, onee nn a time, to have phiM'd in the choruses

of the I. a Seala thfaire. 'Idle ymiiL^ Countess fell herself

((pud to the part nf pi'ima donna, and maih' -ome e-savs in it.

To tlie irreat sali-fact i'.n of Felix, <he heuaii to take her share

in conversation. Sharp repartee- and -Invwd rcHcctions.

which were the fruit of talk- with her hu-hand. hroi!>:ht her

into notir-e, and tin- -iicce-s einholdened hcT. N'andenesse.

whose wife had ahvav- lu'cn allowed to he prettv. was charmed

wh.Mi -he -howd hcr-clf clever also. On her return fnmi ('>j

!i:i!l or concert or rout uhen' >he had -hone, Marie, a- she

laid aside her finerv, would turn to Felix and sav with a little

air of prim deliirht. '-riease, have 1 done wi'll to-iULdit V
.\\ thi- >taL''C' the Connte-- hcLran to rouse Jealou-v in the

hrea-t- of certain women, amon'_'--t wliom wa-; the ^^ar(pIise

de Ta-tomere. her hii-hand"s sister, who hitherto had pa-

tronized Marie, lookinir (ui her a- a i:ood foil for her own

charm-. Poor inncM-ent victim! A Tountes- with the sacred

name of Marie, iicautiful, witty, and .u'ood, a musician and
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,„„ ,, tlir,-.iu wn.Mlrr -<"•!. l,v wl,Hl..l it-^ tocth. F.-hx '

\-aiulrnr.M. n,nu!".v,l an,..,,,-! hi- ;H.|'iaiiitaii(r h^v.t

w.,niru whn- alllinuj, iluir.nnM.HM.n uilh luni wii^ l.n>k.

oir whHh.-rliV thnrnwn ,lni,„- ,„• ln--w.Mv hv no incniis i

,1,„V,„,„ „. iH- mam:,.:.. WIh^m th--. I;,.l,r. ~;nv in Ma,

,1,. Var.knr-.M- a -h.riu-li liul-' wumaii wilh iv,l haii^U. ratli

„l,nt. an.l w all api.aniii. - -Itipia aUo. thrv con^nhT

th.iiiMi\i- >ii!li.:riilU av.'ii'ji'd.

-,.,,„ ,,,„„ ,ii>' .!i-aM.r- of .Inly l>:'.n. an.l f.T tlw <ik

„f two war- MMi.lv wa- Innkni up, linh ymyW -ymX t

tn.iiMc.l iiit.iAal ..n i linr r.Matr- nr iravrlini! m Kiiro|"': '

,1„, ,alnn- hanllv nnj,,.,,,.! I. tn,v is:-. Th.. Faul.o,

Saint-CcriMain Milk-.l. Knt it ailiiultr,! a- neutral -roun.i

U^v !inn-r-. ainni,--t n,iui-. that of t!,,. .\inha>-aa.or ot A'

l,.),, In ,1„.„. .,l.,i rnniiH Ir^Mtiini-t >o<irtv an.! tho n

.nrinv mot. iv|.r-oi,|,,l hv thnr iiio-t fa-luonal.lo lrad(

\-a!i,li !i.--,.. ihoM ! -IroiiL^ m hi- cuiiM.-iinii.. ami altacl

hv a thoai-aii.l l!o- -f -Miinathy and jraliHido lo the cxi

I'ainilv. dill iiMi r.-,.l hnii-rlf lionnd to fo!l,,\v hi- party in

«tupid fanatioi-ni. At a (ritioal nioniont ho had pi-rforn

hi> <hil\ at iho n-k of lifr hv hiva-tin- tho nuo,l of popn

f„rv in or.l-r to pmpo-,. a ,-onipi-onii-o. \h^ conli] alT.

Ilirroton. to tako lu- \vilV into a -ocirtv which <ouhl not
\

Mhlv ,-\jio-r in- LTonil fallll to Ml-pioioll.

Van<loii>-M"- foni'.or frim.l- lianllv ivr-Lnii/od tlio voi

hrido in tho -racofiil. -jiarklin,-, aii.l -ontlo Counto--. \

t,,nk luT phioo with all tho hrcodini: of tho hi-Ii-horn la

Mnio-. (rK>pani and do Manorvillc l.adv Dndlov. and nt

ladio- .if lo," di-iinction t'olt tlv -tirrinir of a hrood of vi]

in thoir hoart,-: tho duhrt moan of an^u'ry pride piped

thoir oar-. Tlu' happitu— of Vr\'<\ onraL'od thcin. and t

would havi- trivcii a hraiid-now pair of >hoo> to do him ar

turn. In placo o\' -howiiiL' ho-tility to the Countos-. tl

amiahlo intri-uoiv huzz.d ahout lior with protestation?

i.xtrenio friondline-- and -an.ir her prai-e< to their n

friend-. i'"oli\. w!io pcrfoi-tlv innler-tooil their little j:a

kel>t hi- oy- upon thoir inion-nr-o with Marie ami war
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her to he upon her irnaril. I)i\ininur. every one of them, the

uuiietv which tliew a--iduity eaii-ed the Count, lliey couhl

nut pardon his >ii-pii ion-. They reihuililed their llallerin;^

attciilioi . to iheir r!\al. and 'o ihis way contrived an iiii-

iiiciise -iicce.-^ lor her, to tin di-_'u-t of the Maripiise de Lis-

tomere, who was ipiite in the dark al)oiit it all. 'I'he Conitesse

l''''li\ dc N'andi'iiessc was c\oryu here pointed to as the nio.-t

ch.iriiiiiiL' and iiiilliaiit woman in I'ans; and Marie's other

-i^ter-iii-law, the M;ir(pii-e ('har!i.~ do \'aiidciic-~c, endured

niai!\ mort ilii at ion- frnm the confu-ion produced hy the

-iiiiilaritv of name and the compari-on> to wliii h it .trave rise.

For, tliouu'ii tile Mafipii-e was al-o a hand-oine and clever

woman, the Counte-- had the advanta;:i' of her in l)ein<:;

twilve vi'ars voiinL'er, a point of which ln^r rivals did not

fail to make ii-e. They well knew what iiitterness the sue-

ce-- of the ('olltltc^- wi.iild infuse into her relations witli her

sister— in-law. wiio. indeed, were most chillimr and di-agret'-

ahie lo Marie-AngtMiipii' in her triumph.

.\iid >o danger lurked in the family, enmity in friendship.

It 1- well known how the literature of thai day tried to

overceiiif the indill'ereiice of the piihlie, eiigro-sed in the

exciting political drama, hy the production of more or les3

Hvroiiie Works, exclusively occupied with illicit love alTairs.

Conjiiual Intldelitv furni-hed at this time the -oli? material

of niaLMzini's, novels, and plays. Tlii- perennial theme came

more than ever into fashion. The lover, that iiiLrhtinare of

the hushand. was evervwhere. e\ce; oerha]).- in the family

circle, which -aw |e-s of him diiriiiL' mat reign of the middle-

eia-- than at anv other period. When the streets an> ahlaze

with \\<j:\a and "Stop thief" is shouted from every window,

It is hanllv the moment rohhers choose to he ahroad. If, in

the coiir.-e of those years, so fruitful in civic, ))olitieal, and

moral upheavals, an <K-casi(uial domestic misadventure took

place, it was exceptional and attracted le-s notice than it

we'ild liave done under the I'estorat imi. Xeverthelcss,

women talked freeiv among themselves of a suiijcct in which

both lyric and drainatic [)0elry then reveled. The lover,

. t
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iIkiI licin;,' so ritiv ;iii(l -,, iu'wit. hiiiLr. was a favnrito tlu'

'I'hr few iiitri-iir,, uliicl, ,,nii,. [,, \i.^\u supplied tnattor
-'I'll I '>li\,T,.i|M.||. uhirli. llifii ;is i.vrr, Wii- (/oiifincd

^^I'l'"'"
"1' iiii''\rrpiinn,iM<' litV. 'I'lic ivpu;: na iicc to (his a

<'t lalk >li.)wii li\ uuiiHii uli,, lia\,. a ,-|,,l,.|i j,,v i,, coiut'al
iihlcTil a iin!,.unrih\ fad. 'I'hrv aiv thr pnidrs of socit
'nitioii-.. and .\,.|, 1,.,-lifiil ; ilinr aililiide is (,iic of p
|"'liiai appeal f. r -il-'iid' ..r j.anlnii. ()„ ih,. t|„.,. l,j,j

^^'"•" ' «,.ina!i tak.- pIraMip- iii licariiii: <d' .Midi di.^ast
and I- ciirioiis aiioiii id,, t.^iiiplal ion> ulinh lead to ilip

yoii riiav Ih. ^i\y.- di(. i- lialliiiLT at ilic iro.---roads, uuccrii
iiiid iic-ilalin^'.

I'uriiii: Iliis Winter ih,. Caniti..-,. d,. \"aiidiMcsso cauf:
''"' 'li>l."il n.ll of -ni-iriv'- iliiinder. and tlir risiii;,' stoi
wlii-llcd alioni hrr ,.ar>. 11, .|- -u-i-allcd friend-, wiioJ(. rep
till ions w,.r,. 1111,1. r ili,. salV-,iard of (.xalt,.d rank and pn
li'iii. .Iivu iiianv ,-k,.t,-li,.- of the ii r^-.|^til.l,' -allant for 1,

'"'"''''• 'ind dropp,.(l into her li,art l.iiniini: words alio
J"\'-. lif "lie -,,liiii,,i, ,,f lif,, f,,r women, the master passir
aeeordin- i,, Mnie. d,. Siai'l. who did not speak without i'

i"Ti,.nee. \Vli,.n til,- (',)iintess. in a friendly ..onelave, naive
a^ve,! uhv a l,iv,r was ,m. ditferent from a hushand, not o:

"f thiM. w, .111, .11 failed to reply in Mieti a way as to p.q:
li'-r .-iiri.iMtv. haunt her imamiiation. t.aieh her heart, and i

ti'i-est li,.r 111111,1. 'ri.,.v hiiriie.l to s,..- Vand,.ne.-e in trouble.
"\\ilh ,.ii,."< Im-hand. dear, on.- .Miiiplv rubs alonji; wii

H l.i\. r itV lif..." .aid her M.Mer-in-law. the Manpiise de" Vai
den. --(..

"M.irriaiie. my ,-hi!d. i.^ our juirijatorv. love i.s paradise
sai.i La.lv l»ii,||,.y.

••ii..n"t b,.|ieve li..r."' i ri,.d Mile, des T.nielies. ^'it's ho!I
!"'

"')'"•
';'" ' '"'11 "'i'li l"vc in it." .ibsorved the Marquis

de i;..,li,ii,|,.. -There ,„,.,v ]„ iiH.re sati.d'aetion in sufTerin
tli.'in 111 .111 ..a-v lif... I.n.ik at the martvrs!"

_

-Lit'!,, ,-impleton,- <,.iid lb,. Mar,pii>e'd-Espard, "in ma
ria-,.. w,. iiv... so to speak, our own life; love is livin.' in aj
otlier.

ar



A TtAICHTKU OI- KVR 31

"ito tllrlili'.

tlKltttT for

iinfjncd to

o tliis sort

rollccill is

of socioty,

lo of pcr-

lnM- liaiiil,

i (il-JlfttTS

to llllMll,

unccriiiin

>o eaujrht

in;,' storm

lo.-c rcpu-

Miid jH>i-

it for her

r<ls alxiut

r passion,

thout t'x-

('. naively

I. not one

to f,,(jue

t, and in-

roublo.

n<i; with

' de Van-

laradise,"

holl
!"'

Marquise

sufTerinj:

"in mar-
'' in an-

"In >;(iort. a lover is tin- forlnddin fruit, and that's enough
fiT iiiel" hiii:.'hiiiLrly .-poke the pretty Moitia de Si'.int-

lir n II.

\\ ii' II ihert^ Were tio diplnniatii- at homes, or haiis iriven

(.\ wcaithv fi'iTiLMurs, siieh a- Lady Diidlcv or the l'rinre-:so

dr lialathiniiiie. the ("onnle^s went almost everv evening' after
the (ipcra to line (d' the few a ri-tocrat ie drawiiiLr-rooms still

op.ti -w hi ihcr that nf tin- Maniin-r d'lvpanl. Mnio. de
Li-i'.inrre, Mile. t\'< 'ruiiehi-, tho ( 'uiiite-^i' do Mnntrornet,
nr the \ iroiiite--e de ( i railiH it'll. NeViT did >\v li'iive t'lese

LMih.riiiLrs without Mime yen!- of ovil scattered in Iut -u,i1.

Sill- liiard talk ahoiit "comiilrt iriLT her lifo." an e\pre-~ion
iii'.ah in vuirue then, or ahoiit heinir ""iiderstfvid," another
"-I'd to whirl) wfimcn attach marvelous mcaniiiLrs, She
w.iiild ritiirn lioiiii' uneasy, pensive, dreamv, and curious.
11' r life .-eiiiicd M.mehow impoverished, hut she had not yet
iTone so far as to feel it entirely barren.

CII.XPTER IV

A MAX OK NOTE

TnK tiiost liveiv. hut also the most mived. eompanv to be
f""'i'id in any of the house< wliere Mme. de Vandenosse
vi-itcil. wa< dciidcdlv that which met at the Tomtesse de
M'in'rornet"-. She was a charminir little woman, who opened
iicr ii.'ors to di-itinjruished artists, commercial princes, and
'c!i!, rated literary men: hut the tests to which she submitted
riiciM before admission W(>re so riirorous tliat the mo<t e\-
e!ii-ive need not fear rubliinir up airainst persons of an in-

ferier irrade: tlie nio.-t nna|)proaihable were safe from ])ollu-

tion. Ihirini: the winter, -ocietv t which never lo-es it-; riirht^
!!!d at all costs will be amu-ed ) lieirnn to rallv affain,
and a few ilrawinL'-rooms—includinir those of ;^fme^.

d"i:spard and de Listoniere, of Mile, des Touches, and of
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11.1 tii'Mi^'h parched \i\ mhiu- llic wiihin, ii imne the less eovers

II !iii>-i\e InuiH uurk. lie i- tall and tlim. llis ion;,' hair,

niihli ahva}^ ni'cd^ hin-iiiii;j. aiii;.' al eirect. He is a

14;. i-Mii, |jadl_\ ^.'PKiincd and l.,!dl_\ put td-.tlitT, with U"^> like

a iKroii'.-, I ijii;;r-ii'd kill'! -, all i \aL'L'i'ral''d i v small waist, a
Ij.illd Ulth IllliM-ii- id' ulilp-(Mld, the ^llp ul' a (T.ll)'- claw,

..;id l>:iii, ini'viius lin;.;cr~.

h'aiiiil -, (w- ai-i' Nap'.lcniiir. blue and MUil-jiiercini,' ; his

ii
•'• I- M'n-)ii\i' and lliii l_v I liiM 1, d. !ii> inimth chariiiin;.' and

adi'i'iicd uilli t'lih ulnic cii";!-!! to excite a woinair.- ciivv.

'I'liirf I- lilf and lire in liic In ,id, ;ii'niiis i.n the biow. Uaoul
ImIuii;.', Id (lie ^mall nundiiT nf nn'ii who would not pass un-
noticed 111 till' -!rri-i. and uh... in a drawiiiL:-fi)oiii. at unce
•'"rm a i,n!n' i<i ii-ht. dia'.vin.; all > \i -. lie aIl^a^t^ attcn-

tn'Il l.v his Ihijlnji, if (rlic 111,:. l)nc;',/\v t'roiil Molit'Tf lIlc Word
ii-i 1 III r-;!iantc to dcMiilic pci^aial .-I'i'.eiilini ~s. IIi- clollie.-

'•-k a.- lhnui:h tiirv li.id liicii pulled aliniif. I'ravcd. and
'.'iiinphd on |nirjM..-c t,, liar:iio!i:/(. with his couiUfnance.
il'' nahil iiaily tlini-l' 'mi.. Ii.;!|,1 lii;,. In- .ipi n wai--t(.'oat in

liM' \f-i- which (lirod.i^ purl rait nf ( 'lialcaiiliriand ha- made
taiiii.ii--, l,iit n.'t M, mieh inr tic .-akc of eopviii;: 'hateaii-
Iriand ( iir would di-dain |i> cii|'v any one) as to take the stilf-

!:i -- out of Ins -hirt J'r.ait. l!i tic 1„ ((.rnc^ all in a moment a
liter.' wi.-[>, I'roiii a trick he has of tiirowin;r hack his head with
:i .-iidden coiivtil,-i vc movement, like that of a race-horse
' li.impin.L: its hit and to^^iii^r jj, 1^.^,1 ,,, ,[„, ,,j)-,,rt to break

e-i- from bridle and curb. His lonL'. pointed lieard is very
ddTereiit from that of the daiidv. combi-d. bru-hed, S(^ente(i,

Mci'k, shaped like a fan or cut into a peak: Nathan's is left

iiitirt'ly to nature. His hair, cauu'ht in liy his eoat-collar
.ai'l tie, and lyinj: thick 'tpoii hi- .-hoiilders, leaves a frrea^e

-;^ I when ver it re-: llis dry, strin;/y hand< are innoeen'
ot nail-brush or the hi.xury of a lemon. There are even

.
lunialists who declare that only on n.re occasions is their

gnmv skin laved in ha[)ti-mal waters.

It! a word, this awe-inspirinir Iiaoul i- a caricature. He
niovt - in a jerky way, iu> ihuugli propelled by .-ume faulty
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niaohinory; and wlim ualkiii- ihr h.Milcvards of Paris he
ollViids all sriiM. nf unl.T hy iinpcinnn., xi<:za^--s ami unex-
pectfd halts, whi.h Krin,-: Inn: into volh^um with prarvful
citizen,. a< they strnjl alon- lii, <M„v;.r.satioii. full of caustic
humor and -^tiu-iti;: (•pi^.Taiii-.. iiniiat.s t|„. uait ,,f |,js body •

of a sudden i: will dn.p il,,. m,,,. .,f fury to become, for no
apparent rea~ t:r.winu-. divaniv. so(,lllillL^ and >^<.ntle-
then ..onie iniaeenuntable pan.e. or menial somersaults'
which at tinio unnv faii-uin- I„ s.K-i.tv he A>h'< m.l con-
ceal an uid>lu>hin,- awkwardness, a .-corn ..f .-onvntion, and
an attitmie of .Titn-i.-ni i>,uard< ihin-s uMialiv h.'ld in re-
spect there, which make hmi .il.jecti.mahie m' plain people,
as well as to thuM. whn Mrne to keep up lli.. traditions of
old-world courtimc... y,,. alter all, he is an odditv. like a
Uiinoe ima-v. and women haw a weakne-.. iV.r such thin<^s.
Bi'sides with woincu h.. o|i,.„ p„t, ,,„ .,„ ,,,,, „, ..Jaborrte
suavity, and >eem> lo lakc a pl.-a>iire in makm- them for<jet
his ^,r,,„,.„|,;,. ,,,(..,,, ,r. and m van,|uidiin- tlu'lr antipathy.
Ihis ,s a salve f. his vanitv. his ^.M-cMceni. an,l his pride
"Why do you behave so?" siid the .Manpiise de Vandonesse

to him one dav.

reply.

'Are not j.earls found in oyster shells?" was the nopompous

To some one else, wlu) put a .-imilar ouestion.
KWe red :

he an-

"If I^ made myself a,;:reeable to everv on(>. what should I
have left tor her whom I ,le>i;:M to Imiior supremely v"

Knoul Xathan carries into his intellectual life the' irregu-
an y which he has made h,> ba-l^.. X,u- is the device mis-
eadn,^:: hk.. poor ^irls, who e,, ,„„ ,, maids-of-all-work inhumble homes, he c.n turn hi> \uuu\ lo anvthin- He he-^an
uith >erious cntu-.^n. but soon became convinced that this
u-a> a l.Mn^ trade. If,, article, be .aid. cost as mu<h as
"•"7, '.'"• ("'""^ •"' ""• ""nrc atinu'ted him. but. ui-
capab,e ,,f ,be slow, sustained labor involve,! i„ puttin- ,,nv-t^im:.on the board-, he wa. druen to allv himself wdh du
Bruel, who worked up his idea.- and converted them into
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1i>rht pavini: pieces with pU'iity of luiiiior, anfl composed in

vjtu lit" .-(line piirticular iutor or iictrcss. Betwoon them they

untarthi'il j-'lorinc. a pojiular actress.

A.-haiii('(l. however, of tliis Sianiose-like union. Xathan,

iinaiih'd. hnaiirlit mit at the Theatre Framais a irreat drama,

wliicli fell with all the hoiK.rs of war amidst salvoes from the

artillery of the jm'.-s. In his youth he had already tried

the iheatri' whicli re]iresents the fine traditions of tlie French

drama with a splendid n^mantie play in the style of I'inio,

and this at a time when classicism held undisputed sway.

The result was that the < )deon l»ecame for three nii^hts the

M ei,e of such disorder that the jiiece had to he stopped.

'i"he second ])lay, no less than the first, seemed to many people

a masterpiece, and it won for him. though only within the

select world of judges and connoisseurs, a far hi^dier reputa-

tion than the light remunerative pieces at which he worked

with others.

One more such failure," said I-]mile Bhmdet, "and you

will he immortal."

f^ut Nathan, instead of sticking' to this arduous path, was

driven hv stress of poverty to fall hack ujion more profitahlo

work, such as the production of spi'ctacular pieces or of an

eiuhtcfnth-century powder and patches vaudeville, and the

adaptation of popular novels to the staire. Nevertheless, he

was still counted as a man of great ahility, whose last word
had not yet l)een heard. He made an excursion also into

pure literature and puhlished three novels, not reckoning

those which he kept going in th(.' press, like fishes in an

aquarium. As often happens, win n a writer has stuff in him
for oidy one work, the first of these three was a brilliant

i^iic'css. Its author ra>hly ])ut it at once in the front rank
of his works as an artistic creation, and lo>t no opportunitv

of getting it puflfed as the "finest hook of the period," the

"novel of the century."

^'et he complained loudly of the exigencies of art. and
dill MS mueh as any man fowanl-. having it accepted as the

ne standard for all kinds of creative work—painting,
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sculpture, litcratnrv. an i,,,,, i inv. II,. had ho^i,n hv pei
pctratiii- a Imnl, ..f v,.,„.. ,,!,„.!, ,,,,„ |,j,„ ^, ^^i.^,..^, '^^^

j,_

pleiud ol p.M.i. ni ih.. ,|av. and ulnVi, ,.,niainrd „„.. (.Iwoir
poem that wa. -really adnii.vd. (',„iii.cll,d l,v >traitone
circiun.^taiur- in ^,, ,,„ pmdi,,,,,^-. i„. tiiiiird IVum th
th.atn. tu ,h,. p.v.,-. and tn,n, ,l„. ,„•,-. I,a,k i., tl„. .hcatrt
brrakm^r „,, „„| ,,,,„.n-n^r i„, ,„„„,,,,_ |„„ „.,,|^ nnsliakei
conhdcn.T in l,,- i.,~pirat,Mn. Ilr did n-t MillVr. ii„.r,dr)rc
Iron, lark ol a |inl,lid:rr i,,,- In^ fan.,.. dillVrnn- m thi- fron
certain cHH.nii.... ul„,.,. ili,.k,,nn- Ham., i. k,.,,, fn,,,, ox
tinction by tl). i.il,.~ of l,n„k. sidi in i!„. fntur... fur whid
a puhlu- wdl l„. a ,n..,v i,r,..Mn,u^ nr,v..nv i!,an a n.w odi
tion.

Xathau kept mar i,, h,.in- ;, .,,„;,„_ ,,,„,^ ,,,,,, ^j^.^^j^
crowm.u h,s and.iti,.,, In manhin- him to th. .catrold he
would hav.. h.,.n in.tili..d ,n Mrd<in,^r his f„n.|u.a<l a'fteiAndro d.. rh.'nMT, Tl,,. Mnld,., a,,.,.,Mu„ to ],ow,.r of a^ox.n author. pmC,..,,,, .,H.aphy>i..ian.. and historian.
fired hitn w„h .ninlannn. and !„. re,:,,,.,,,,} „^t i,^^,,,,,, j^_
voted his p,,, ,„ ,„,ii,,V> ralh.r ihan to literature. He bo-heved him.ell .n,,..rior to ,1,,..,. „,,.,„,., „.,,„ ,,,,, f,,j^^^^

«'ir.f
'"/'",'" " ''"'^-"""l""" 'Inrin^r the troubles of

tm^ He b..|on,.d ,o thMyp. of nian who eove,> evervthingand looks on all Mue...~ a~ a fraud on h,m~elf. uho is always
stumblin,,- on .o,ne Innunon. tra.k but >et,l,., down nowhere
drawin,alIthewhileon,lH.t,,leraneeofh.,,eMdd;orl Uthis moment he was trav..|,n;r from Saint-Sim.mism to Re-
I^W,ean.n,wh,ehn,,,h,.rve.^
istenali.m. ]h, ,.ye sw,.pt everv corner for >ome bone top.ck sotne safe shelter u hen,, he .,i.ht bark bevon the

taI.n.erou>lvl,v,he.reaid, Mar..v. then at ,he h.^ad ofafl^r..whohada ...,Mnni,n,,,f an.l.,,. ,.,,,,,,,,„, ^^.,,^,^

Of idui.v Besides, no minister eould have failed to reckon
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on Raiiul's coii.-tant pcfuniiiry dill luhifs whicli, sooiior or

later, would drive him into tlic po.-itioii of aeooptiiijx rather
than iinposinfr condition?.

Haoul's real and studiously su[)pressed character accords
with that which he shows to the |iul)lic. He is carried away
t>y hi-: own actinir. declaims with <rreat chxiuence, and could
not be more self-centered were iie, like Louis XIV.. the State
m person. None knows hetier how to [)lay at sentiment
er to deck himself out in a shoddy ,<:reatness. The ,<xrace of
mf)ral beauty and the hin<:uage of .^elf-respect are at his

command, he is a very Alceste in pose, wliile acting like

Philmtc. His selfishness amides along under cover of this

painted cardi)oard. and not seldom attains tlie end he has in
view. K.xeessively idle, he never works e\"ept under the prick
of necessity. Continuous latjor ajiplied to the construction
efi a lasting fabric is beyond his cdneeprion ; but in a par-
oxysm of rage, the result of wounded vanity, or in some crisis

precipitated by his creditors, he will leap the Eurotas and
perfurm miracles of menial f..restalment : after which, worn
cut and amazed at his own fertility, he falls back into the
enervating dissipations of I'aris life. Does necessity once
more threaten, he has no strength to meet it: he -inks a
.-tep and trathcs with his honor. Impelled by a false idea
of his talents and his future, founded on the rapid rise of one
of his old comrades (one of the few cases of admini>trative
ability brought to light by the Revolution of .Tiilv), he tries
to retrain his footing by taking litierties with his friends,
which are nothing short of a moral ontrag(\ though they re-

main buried among the skeh^ons of private life, without a
word of comment or blame.

His heart, devoid of nicety, his -ham.Mcss hand, hail-fellow-
•vvell-niet with every vice. <'very dcLM-adation. every treachery-,
•very party, have placed him as mueli bevond rearh of at-
tack a>: a constitutional king. The jieccadillo. which would
rai-e hue atid crv after a man of high character, counts for
nothing in him: while condufl bordering on gros-^ness is

I'ircly noticed. In making his excuses peopK> find their own.
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The very man who would fain (K'-pisc him shakes him by

tht' hand. IVarin^^ to need his lu'lji. So niiiiiLTOus arc his

friend- that In- wrndd pn Ifi- fiiriiues. This surface fjood-

natun- winch cainivalc- a nvw aiijuaintaiicc and is no bar

to trcaclicrv, which knows no scruple and is never at fault

for an cxcum-, wliich make- an outi'ry at the wound which

it condone-, is one of the inu-t distinctive features of tlie

joiirnali.-t. 'I'liis ciunariitlrric { the word is a stroke of fjenius)

corrodes the nolilest lumd-: it eats into their pri(k' like rust,

kills the <:erni of ^ncat deeds, and lends a sanction to moral

cowardice. There are nieii who. by exacting: this general

slackiies.- (jf con.-eience, u'et themselves absolved for phuing
the traitor and the turncoat. Thus it is th:it tlie most en-

li^diteiied portion of the nation becomes the lea.st worthy of

respect.

From the literary point of view, Nathan is deficient in

style and iiifnrmaiion. Like mo^t youni,' asjjirants in littra-

ture, he iri\es out to-day what he learned yesterday. He
has nciilicr the tiiiii' nor the patience to make an author. He
does nut use his own eyes, but can pick up from others,

and, while he fails in producim: a vi^'opiusiv constructed plot,

he somei lilies covers this defect by tlu' f(M'vor he throws

into it. lie '"went in"" for pa->ion, to use a slan.? word,

because there is no limit to the variety of modes in which
passion may express itx-lf, while the task <>( p'liius is to sift

out from thc.-e various expressions the (lenient in each which
will appeal to every one as natural. His heroe> do not

stir the imri:ination : tlii>y ar(> mai^iiifled individuals, ex-

citiiii: only a passing: sympathy: they have no connection
with the wider interests of lit'c. and therefore stand for

nnihinL'' bill tliem-el\e>. Vet the author saves himself hv
means of a ready wit and of those lucky hits which billiard

players call "tlukes." He i- the be-t man fnr a tlyinrr shot

at. the ideas which swodp down upon I'aris, or which F^iris

starts. I!:> teeniin-- brain is not his own, it beloiiLis to the
perio(i. lie lives upon the event of the day, and, in order to

get all lu' can from it, exa^'gerates its bearin,<r. In short, we
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mi" tlit> nrrc'Tit of fnitli. his wun]> rinir falso; there is some-

ihi;;: I'f llii' jutr;.H(T in him. a> Couiit Ft'lix said. One fceLs

ih.ii hi- prii lias (lip|)ui| in t)ie ink of an actrt'ss' drossing-

rniini.

Ill Nathan \vc tind an imajjc of the literary youth of the

,i.iv. with tlicir sliam iriTatncss and real poverty; he ropre-

-rii- their irrouular cliann and their ternhh' falls, their life

i' M-iiiiinu' eataraets, siitiden revcr>e<. and unlooked-for tri-

Miiphs. He is a true eiiiid of thi-; Jealousv-ridden aire, in

whii h a thousand ])ersonal rivalries, cloakinfr themselves

iiiKJrr tlic name of sehnols. make protil out of their failures

I'V ficdini: fiit with them a hydra-headed anarchy; an age
'.vh;ih expeets fortune without work, glory without talent,

iind su(eess without effort, l)ut which, after Tuanv a revolt

liiid -kirmish. is at last hrougi; !)y its vices to swell the civil

!i-t. in submission to the powers that he. When so many
\'iuni; amhitions start on foot to meet at tlip same goal, there

liiii-r he comiieting wilN, frightful di'stiiution. and a rclent-

!'ss struggle. In this merciless combat it is the fiercest or

the adroitest selfishness which win<. The lesson is not lost

"11 an admiring world: spite of bawling, as Molicre would
-IV. ir acquits and follows stiit.

U hen. in his capacity of opponent to the new dynasty,
\l,\n\\\ was introduced to 'Mme. de ^rontcornet's drawing-
r."ii,i hi- specious greatness was at its height. He was recog-

nized as the political critic of the de Marsays, the Rastignacs,

;!nd the la Hoche-IfuLTons. who constituted the party in

! (Av.T. Hi- spon-or. fimile Rlondet. handicapped hv his fatal

i'ldif-ision and dislike of action where his own affairs were
cinccriicd. -tuck to his trade of scoffer and took sides with
1 > pirtv. while on good terms with all. He was the friend

f Il;i'inl. of Ka^tignae, and of Montcornet.

"V '11 are a political triangle." said de 'Marsav, with a

i iMir!i. when he met him at the Opera : "that geometrical form
i' the |.eciiliar propertv of the deitv. who can afford to ho

''He; hut a man who wants to get on should adopt a curve,

which is the shortest road in politics."

f i.i*

f. ^k:
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Bi'hold from nf.-ir, IJ.ionl N'jiihan wns a roi=plpn(lont

meteor. The fa-hion of \\\f ila\ justified hi- inaiincr and
appearaiicf. Hi- |i(i<c a> a Ifcpiililican fravc liim. fur tho

niotiiciit. Iliat puritan rnLTpdiic-- a-suincd hv fliainpion.s

of the popular cau-c, iiicii wlmin Nathan in hi- heart deridtul.

This is nut without attrartion for women, who love to per-

form prodi^Mes. >urh a- -hatterinir rnek<. ineltinp an iron

wilh Haoul's moral eo.-tume. tlierefore. was in kecpinfr with

the external. He was hound to he, and he was. for this

Eve. Ii>tless in her paradise of the Hue dn Hoeher. the in-

.'iidiinis serpent, hriirht to the eye and thitterinj: to the ear,

with maixnetie gaze and <rraccfnl motion, who ruined the
first woman.

.Marie, on sd'inL' Raoiij, at onee felt tliat inward shoek,

the violence of which is almost terrifyinL'. This would-he
great man, hy a mere irlanee, sent a thrill ritrht throujxh to

her heart. (an-itiL' a delicions flutter there. The re<:al mantle
which fame hail for the moment draped on Xathan's shoul-

ders dazxlcd this simple-minded wonuin. When tea came
Marie left the <:roup of chattering: women. anion;r whom
she had stood -ilent since the appearance of this wonilerful
hejnt:—a fact which did not (>scape her so-called friends.

The Countess drew near the ottoman in the centre of the
room where KVuuil was peroratinjj. She remained standinfr,

her arm linked in that of IMme. Octave de ('amp-, an ex-
cellent woiiiau. who kept till' seeret of tlie nervous (piiverin,£»

hy which Marii' hetraved lier st ront: emotion. Despite the
sweet mauie di.-till.'d from the eye of the woman who loves

or is >tartled into -elf-hetrayal. IJaoul wa- just then entirely
occupied with a rcLnilar display of fireworks. Tie was far
too hn-y ietrini: olf epiLTrams like rockets. windiuLT and un-
windiiiL' indict ment< like cathcrine-wlieels, and tracing
hlazinL' portraits in lines of (Ire. lo notice the naive adnn'ra-
tion of a little I've, lo-i in the crowd of women surrounding?
him. 'i"he love of novelrv which would hrini: Pari- flockin"'

to the Z'liiJoLriral (lardcn-. if a unicorn had ]\w]^ hruiiLrht

there from thost. tV.mou- Mountains of the Moon, viririn vet
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of Knrnpciin tread. iiuoAieatus minds of a lower stamp, as

ii:;i'ii .i~ it ^addons tlio truly wise. Kaoul was enraptured
an.] far too mucii fn;.'rossed witli women in ^'encral to pay
atiriiti'in to one woman in particular.

•'rakf care, dear, you had licttcr come away." her fair

ruMipanioii. sweetest of woiucn, whisjicrcd to Marie.

I'hc Countess turned to her hu>i)and and. with one of

:!iM~f -prakin;: i.fhinccs whii-h hu-hands arc sometimes slow
i:i iiit«rpreliii<r. he^'^^ed for his arm. Felix le(i her awav.

'Well, you are in luck, my -rood friend," said Sime.
d i;^pard in HaouTs ear. '•^'ouve done execution in more
ihan one ijuarter t<i-ni<:ht, and, best of I'M, with that eharm-
w.'j Coutitc-s wlio has just left us so abrupt! v."

"jiu \ou know what the Marqui.<e d'Kspard meant?" asked
Haoul of Blondet. re])eatinu the ;:reat lad\"s remark, when
aiiiiixt all the other jruests iiad departed, between one and
;ui) in the niornini^.

Why. yes. I have just heard that the Comtesse de Van-
'i' n. -,-. lia- fallen wildly in love with you. Lucky do<r

!"

'1 i!i(l not ,-ee her," said Haoul.

'Ail ! Iiut you will see her. you rascal," said fimile Blondet,
1 1'iLrhin;:. "Lady Dudley lias invited yon to her preat ball

'.* "'i ihi' Very purpose of brin,;:in>r about a meetin<:."

b'a'Uil and Blondet left toi:ether, and joining' Rastignac,
ui;n nir,.r,.(j tln'iu a phico in his carria.tre. the three made
i::' rry over thi- conjunction of an eclectic I'nder-Secretary
' >

Stai,. with a fierce IJepubluan and a political sceptic.

"Suppose we suf) at the expense of law and order?" said
f' "iHJ.t. who had a fancy for reviving the old-fashioned
'\>1<VV.

Ii'ii-ti-nac took them to Very's, and dismissed his carriage;
'r ihrei then sat down to table and set themselves to pull

oirri.s their contemporaries amidst Habelai-ian laughter.
i> :.;ii'.' the course of supper Rastignac and Blondet urged
'h' ;r I (iiinterfeit opponent not to neglect the matrnifloent op-
^'irtiuiitv thrown in his wav. Th(^ storv of ^farie de Van-
:>iii"i was caricatured h\ these two profligates, who applied
'^iie scal|)el of epigram and the keen edge of mockery to that
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tninsparfnt cliiMI: I. ili;it li.ippv iiiiiriiii<:t'. Blnndot ron-
irratiiliitrd liii.iiil on li, 1x111-- linniil a woinan wIid ^o far
liad hrcn ,LMii]i\ Miilv m' iac, raM,. ml-ciialk (liMwiiiL'> ami
fcchlc waii-r cM.l..r Ijii.Im ape-, of .iiiiiruidcrin;.' slippers for
her liii,-iiainl. ami jicrlniiMiii- .-..naia- with a nio.-t lady-liko
al)scnc(' of pa— inii: a uuman \\\\n had hccii tied for ciuditccn
ycar> io lui- nmihrrV apron->i riiiLi--, pirklrd in di'votion,

trained hy \ andeiie-^e. and ('Mik<'d in a liirn \>v inarnnije
for tlie |ia!a!.' oi Ium'. Al ihe thini h<iitle of ehariipaLTiK'

Ifaiiul Nalhan hecann' iiioiv e.\|)an-i\e than he had ever shown
Jliinself hijoi-e.

'-My dear friend-." he >aiil. "vi.a know my rohitions with
i-lorine. \oii know mv lite, you will not he -nrprised to hoar
""' ''"iih'ss that I lia\e never yet x-eii till' color of a Countess'
love. It has often heen a hniniliat in:;- ihoiiohi to me that
only in poetry e.mld I lind a l!.Mtriee, a Laura! A jjiire

and iiohle Woman i- 'i;;e a -poile-s conM-ienee, >he raises us
ill our own e-timation. i-:!-euliere we niay he soiled, with
lier We keep oiir honor, pride, and purity. Kl-ewhen* life
is a wild frenzy, with her we hreaihe the peace, the freshnes.s,

the hloom of the oa.-is."'

"Come. come, my irood soul." -aid Ra-tiirnae. "shift the
prayer of .Mo-es on to the lii-h not,-., a- I'aL'aiiini does."

IJaoul sat -neechle-.> with ti\ed ami lu-sotted eves. .\t last
he opened \i\- month.

"This heast of a pretiiice minister does not understand
nic

!"

Thus, whil-t the poor Kve of jh,' I?iie dn Roch.T went to
hi'd. -waihed in -hame. 1, rrilie.l at ih.' deliLdit wliieh had
filled her while Ii-feiiii!Lr to till., poetic pretender, hoverinj;
between the stern voi, e ,,f -raiitiide to \'andene>,^e and the
fiatterim: toneiie o\ the -erpeiit. t!ie-e three shameless spirits
Ifatnpled on the tender whiio hlo--oms of her openiiii: love.
Ah' if women knew how evniea! th.-c men can he behind
their l)aeks. who show th.mi-elvc-. all meekiK^s. and cajolery
when bv their si.l,.! if thev knew how thev mock their idols!
Fresh, lovely, and timid creature, who.se charms lie at the

f I
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rrv of sdino uTiK ilc-- I'lilTn'iiiI Ami yot slip triumphs'

lii'jiiitv shines.

1 Fol

iii'Tc tln' \i'iN iiri' ri'iil. ihi' i-lr,-irrr Iht

M,:n It ihis iiioiiicnt \v IS cuiiipanii'. l{i loiil am IX.

.ilI-iL'iiuiMiit of the (laiiLri'i- til litT lii'iirt in -uch a process.

\>> li.iii r (nntra-t (niiM lif t'otunl to the roliust ami uncon-

\,iiii'iiial Haoul than l-'elix dc X'andeiicsso, with liis clotlies

iiiiin'.:' like a <:lov('. ihi' finish of a line lady in his person,

'.'.' rharinini,' natural ili-<inr<)llitrii. coniliinci] with a touch of

i;r!jli-h nfincnicnt. picked up from I..ady l)ii(]ley. A eon-

ir;i-t like tliis pleases the fancy of a woman, ever ready to

liv from one fxtreme to another. The ('oiint<-s was too well-

piiiieipled and pious not to forhid her thouirhts dwelling

<.ri Kaoiil. and next day. in the hfart id' her paradise, she

timk lier-elf to task for iiase in^'ratitnde.

"What lio you think of h'aoiil Xathan?" she asked her

liu.-hand during lunch.

"lie i> a charlatan." replii'd the fount: '"one of tliose vol-

caniK',- which a sju-inkling of gold-dusi will keep tranquil.
'!"'; Comtesso de .Monlconicl ouL'ht not to have had him at

III r house.'"

This reply was the more pdliuLT to Marie ln'canse Felix,

who knew the literary world well, supported his verdict with
ppMif« drawn from tlie life of Raoul—a life of shifts, in

which Florine. a well-known actress, played a large part.

"<1 ranting the man has genius," ho com-luded. "he is with-

' rt the patience and persisteiuy which make genitis a thing

M'lrf and sacred. He tries to impress people liy assuming a

[.'-itioti whieh he cannot live up to. That is not ttie he-

Liivinr iif nally ahle men and students: if they ari' honorahle

'•''n they stick to their own line, and don't try to hide their

-:i_-s under frippery."

.\ wnruntrs thought has niarvelons elasticitv : it nuiv sink

!i!!'!i r .1 hlow. to all apjH'aranee crushed, hut in a given time

i' is lip again, as though nothing had haftpened.

i"e!i\ mu^t he rigtit," was the (ir.-i thoiiLiht of the

• '"untess.

Three davs later, however, her mind traveled hack to the

tSi S . .
'^^^ 1

1
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tempter, allurcl hy tlnit swi ct vit nithli'*^ einntidn whirli it

wa^* the tiii>tiikf of Xaiidcncs^c in't to liavc iinni.-fd. Tlic

Count and Coiintc-s wmt to Lad\ l>:idlt v"s ;:rfat liall, where

de Marsav inaiif his last a|i|iia!anrf in society. Two months

later he died. Icavin;.' the npr.tat mn id' a statesman so pro-

found that. a< Hlondtt .-aid. ln' wa- iinfathnmalilc Here

Vandcni'SM' and hi.- wii'r airain nu-t IJaoul Nathan, amid a

concourse of pi'oplc made ri-maikalih' liy ihr nnnilicr id' actors

in the political dratiia wh >m. to their irmtual surprise, it

broupht tojxcther.

It was one of the chief -ocial function- in the irreat world,

'i'he reception-rooms otl'ered a nia^ic picture to the eye.

P'lowers. dianionds. shininj: It r. the plunder id* countless

jewel-eases. ev(>ry art of the toilet— all ( out rihnted to the ef-

fect. The room mi;:ht he compared to ime of tho-e -how

hothouses where wealthy amateur- eullrci ilie mo-I iiuirvelous

varieties. There wa- the -ame hrilliamy. the same delicacy

of te.xture. it ,-eemcd a- ihoui^h the art >•( man would com-

pete also with the animal world. <>n all -ide- (luttered irauze,

wdiite or jiainted like the win^''- of prettie.-t draLTon-fly,

crepe, lace, hlonde. tulle, pucked. putfed. (u* notcheil. vying

in cccentricitv of form with the freak- id' nature in the in-

sect trihe. There were spider's threads in ltoM or -ilviT,

clouds of silk. Ilowers which -ome fairy miu'lit have woven

or imprisoned -pirit hreathed into life: feathers, wlio-e rich

tints told of n tropical sun. droopiuir willow-like over hausjhty

heads, ropes of pearls, drapery in hroad foliU. rihhed. or

slashed, as thou<:h the jjenius of arahesrpie had ]ire<iiled over

French millinery.

This splendor harnionized with the hcauties (fathered to-

gether as tliouL'h to fnrm a "keep.-ake."" The eye roamed

over a wealth of fair shouldc^rs in every tone of white that

man could coiuuivf—some amher-tinted. others jrlisteninf;

like some ^dazed surface or t'o^-v a- satin, other-, apain. of

a rich lustreless color which the hrush of Rubens nn^rht have

mixed. Then the eve^. < irklimr like onyx stones or tur-

quoises, with their dark velvet edLMnir or fair fringes; and
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profiloH of ovcrv cont-ur, r.rall.n- tl.o n-blest typos of difTer-

HU lan.l- TluT.- w.rv l^nnvs luftv wtli prulo; rounded

l.p.w. indrx of tl,u,ij:ht vvithm: Irvl hmws. t!..- •-.at of an

„„i„„utaM.. w.ll. La>tly^-...n.t iK-wlrlun^ ol all .n a s.rne

,„ Mul. >ti.d..'.l .ph.ndn,— ncrk> and ho-nnis u. he ruh

,„,;,,,„„„. fold- adnnd i>y (;....,-. IV,. nr w„h th. n.ore

,1,,,,, .,, .,„od..l.n,' whKh fuund faNor .n thr ...;:l.t.rntl. cen-

'u.anda.tlu.Vour, ofLuu. XV.:butall.waU.v,.r he

,s!H. [rai,.lv..xl.il.it.d..itlur witliout drap.ry or throu-l. tlu,

,1,' n,v plaiied t.ukrr> of Uapha.lV portraits, suprrn.e tri-

„,„,,,; „rn,s labornms pup.U I'mtu.M of f..!. ,tolun,' for

,t„. .lance. ti^Mirrs YU'ldm^' softly to th. mibra.v ot the waltz,

rnu-ed the nio.t apathetic to attention; tnunnunn^- of gentle

voiees. ru>tlin- dre^Ms. whisperin- partners, vibralions of

the daii.r. made a fantastic bnnUMi to the niu>ic.

\ fairv-s wand n.i-ht hav called forth this witchery bc-

w,idenn:i to the >en.e.. the harmony of scents, the ra.nlrow

t,nt^ tla^hmj: in the crystal chandelier., the blaze of the

,andu-. the mirrors which repeated the scene on every side

•rh..^^ro,ips of h.velv women m lovely attir.' .tood out a<rainst

a .lark backj:ronnd of nun. where mi-lit be observed the ik-li-

,ate re.Milar features of the ari^tocra-v. the tawny mous-

tache of^he sedate Hn-li>hman. the -av. smilin- .ountenance

of the French noble. Kverv Kuropean or.hT -litten'd in the

room, some hanging from a collar on the breast, others

danjilinj: bv the side.

To a watchful observer the scene presented more than this

pailv decorated surface. It had a s<nil ; it lived, it ihoucrht,

,t iVIt, it found expression in th.- hidden passions which now

n„,i a-ain force.l their wav to the surface. Now it would

i,. an interchan-e of malicious ixlances ; now some fair young

',rl carried awav !)v excitement and novelty, would xnray

', tnu.h of passion : iealous women talked scandal hehiml their

an< and paid each other extrava.LMnt compliments Society,

i,M ked out, curled, and perfumed, abandoned itself to that

fn.P7v of the fete which -oc, to the head like the fumes of

wme' From every brow, as from every heart, seemed to
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•'irianatp scnjjations ami ihoii<;lit«. wlmh, forminj; tutrother

oili' [lotl'Tlt I'llllli'Ilrc, illlliillK'd till' llio^t ni|(l-l)|i)ii(lc(l.

It was the iiiort •xciliiiL' iii'iiiiciil 'if tlii> fiitniiK'iii;; cvpn-

in^v III a riifiicr ot' tin- lmMi'iI ilrawitiL'-niDiii. where a ffw

hankers, anilta.-'ador-. .iml reiireil iniiiistcrs. tii:.'eth<'r with

that filii re|irnliiite. I.nnl hmlley (an utir\|ie(ii(| arrival),

were seated at play. Mine. |''ili\ de \'arideiie»>e rmiiid her-i'lf

lllial»e to re-i>t llle llli]illl-i' In enter- jntii eniner-allMli with

Nathan. She, ton, niav lia\e heen \,.lilinL' tn that hallnHtin

intnxicalinn which lia- wriiiiL' many a enllt';•^silln frutn the

li[)S of tile ni(i>t ciiy.

The si^ht id' thi> -iileiidid pai:eaiit of a wurM to which

he was still a straiiu'er -Iiinu Nathan t'l ihi' heart witii re-

douhieil ninhition. lie lunked al lia-tiirnae. wliose hrothor,

at the a;:e of twenty--even. uad jii-t heeii made a Hi.-h"ii.

and whose hroiher-in-law. Martial de la Ii'oi ne-l luL'^n, held

otlice, while he him-elf w;is an I'lider Sec ret a ry of State, and

about to marry, a>- rumor ^aid. the only daiiLditer of the

Bamn de Niieim:en. lie >aw amoiiLT the miTiihers of the

diplomatic hody an oh-( lue writer wiio u-ed to tran-late for-

ei<,Mi newspapers for a journal that pa--ed over to the reiirning

dynasty after Is.'lo: he «asv li adrr-writers nieinhers of

the Council and profe-^ors peers of Franco. And he per-

ceived, with hiiternesj, that he hail taken the wron,Lr road

in preaehinL' the overthrow of an ari^toeracv wliich counted

amontr its ornanieiit.-- the true nohiliiv of fortunate talent

and successful sc!iemin<,'. Hlondet, thou^di still a mere .jour-

nalistic hack, was niin h made of in Miciety, and had it vet

in his power to strike the road to fortune hv means of his

intimacy with Mme. de Montcornct. IJlondet. therefore, with

nil hi> ill-luck, was a -trikinir example in Xathan's eves of tlv

importance of haviiiLr friends in hiuh jilaces. In the depth ^

of liis heart he rc-(il\ed ii|inn fellowiiiL'' tlie exam])]e of iiieii

like de Marsav. Kasti-iiac P.londct. and Talleyrand, the

leader of the sect. He would tiirow conviction to the winds,

payini: allcLriancc o!il\ to accompli-hed facts, which he would
wrest to his own advantaire: no svstcm should he to him
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rnon- than iin iii-^lriiiiK iit : iiml mi no an'otint would he iip«ot

th.' ImlaiKv of u -ofictv -o a.lmir,il)l.v .(Hi^l riKlfd, >o d'Hora-

tivt\ and <if consonant with naturt'.

"Mv fiitiiro."" he said to hmiM'll'. "i.-. in the hands of a wo-

man iirlon^'uii: to tlif jrrcat world
"

Full of till- thou^'ht. till' oulconu' of a frantif ciipidity.

Natlian iiouiurd u]>on tlio ('o!nt('s^(• dc VandciK—< hkf a

li...vk upoti it" prey. Slir wa- Iookiuj.' cliai-iniiii: in a liiad-

(Ircs- of iiiaralioui f.-atliiT-, which produrcd the d.liM..iH

melting' ctfict of Lawrence's portrait-, well -uitc<l l.. her

tr.'ntl>''"chara(tiT The fervid rhap-odu-: nf the juM't. crazed

l,y an.hition. earned tiie sweet creature .piite otf her feet.

Lady Dudley, whose eye was everywhere, -eeiired tli.' trte-a-

liir' hy handinj: over the Conite ih' Vandene-se to Mine, de

^^ll)ervllle. It was the lir.-t time the jiarted lovrs had

(ipuken face to face since their rupture. The wonum. strong

in tlie hal);t of ascemhney. caui.'lit Kelix in the toils of a

(n,|uetti-h controversy, with plentv of hlushini: eonfi(h'nces.

r, isnl- deltlv east like flowers at his feet, and recriminations,

wliere self-defence wa< intcnd.'d to stimulate reproach.

Whilst lier hushand's former mistress was rakin-r anions

the a-hes of dead .joy« to find S(uue sfiark of life. Mmo. Feli.x

de Vandenesse experienced thosi- violent heart-throhs which

assail a woman with the certainty of >:oin^' astrav and tread-

intr forhidden paths. The-e emotions are not without fasci-

nation, and rouse many (h)rmant faculties. Now, a.s in the

davs of Bhieheard. all women love to u?o the hlood-stained

kev. that splendid niytholoj^ncal symhol which is one of Per-

rault's irlories.

The dramatist, who knew his Shakpspeare. unfolded the

tah' of hi- hardships, descrihed his strup.iilc with men and

things, opened up jjliinpses of his unstable success, his polit-

ical j/enius wastiiiL' in ohsi-urity, his life unhles-ed hy any

jrenerous afiPection. Without a word directly to that efTeot,

he conveyed to this uracious lady the sujipestion that she

mi-ht play for him the noble part of Rebecca in Ivanhoe,

n:if:ht love and shelter him. Not a syllable overstepped the
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pure regions of sonlinuiif. Tiic hhic of the forjrct-me-not,

the wliitc of tile lily, iirc not iiKin' pure than wore his flowers

of rhetoric ;nul the lliiiiirs ^iunilitd by them; the radiance of

a seraph lighted the hrow of ihi« arii>t, who iiii;.'ht vet utilize

his discourse wiili a pnlilisher. lie acijuitted hiiu.-elf well of

the serpent's jiarl. and Hashed iM-fore the eyes of the Countess

the teniptinLT color~ of the fatal fruit. Marie left the ball

consumed by rcniorx'. which was akin to hope, thrilled by
compliments tlatiirini: to her vmiity. and aLMtated to the

remotest corner of her heart, llcr verv ^.Modness was her
snare: she conld not rc^i-t he" own piiy for the unfortunate.

Whcllicr .Mnie. de .Manerville brouuht Vandenesso to the
room where his wife was talkiuLT with Nathan, whether he
came there of his own acc<n-d. or whether the conversation had
rou-ed in him a -hunbcriiiL' pain, the fact remains, whatever
the cause, that, when his wife c;ime to ask for his arm, she
foujid him i^loiiinv and abstracted. The Countess was afraid

she liad tieen <een. A.- soon us slie was alone with Felix in

the carriaire. she threw him a smile full of meaning, and
began

:

"Was not that Mme. de Manerville with whom you were
talking, dear!'"'

Felix had not yet got clear of the thorny ground, through
which his wife's neat little attack marched him. when the

carriage stopjieil at their door. It was the first stratagem

prompted by love. .Marie wa- delighted to have thus got

the l)etter of a man whom till then she had considered so

superior. She tasted for the first time the joy of victory

at a critical mmnv'nt.

Cn.\PTFT^ V

FLOniXK

Ix a pa??ago >^"tween the T?u(> Bassp-du-T?pmpart and the
Rue Neuve-ih's-^fathurins. Rnoul had one or two bare, cold

rooms on the third floor of a thin, uirlv house. This was
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his abode for tho pciipral publie, for litorarj- novico?. cred-

itiirs, intnultTs, ami the whole race of Ijorcs who were not

allowcil to cro-s thr thrr.-hold of private life. IIi> real home,

wliich was the <{:\'jr of hi- wider life and public appearances,

he made with Florine, a second-rate actress who. t'n years

Ind'o.-e. had been raised to the rank of a ^rreat dramatic artist

by the combined etforts of Nathan's friends, the newspaper

critics, and a few literary men.

For ten years Kaoul had been so closely attached to this

woman, that he spent half his life in her house, taking

Ins meals there whenever lie had no eniraizements outride

nor friends to entertain. Florine, to a finished depravity,

adiled a verv pretty wit, which constant intercour-e with

artists and daily i)ractice had develo|ied and sharpened. Wit

is L'eiierallv su|ipo-ed to 1)0 a rare (puility amoni: actors. It

seems an easv inference that tho-e who spend their lives in

l)riii,!.'in<r the outside to perfection should have little left with

whiih to furnish the int(>rior. But any one who considers

the small number of aeto'- and actresses in a century, com-

pared with the cpmntity dranuitic authors and attractive

wnnien produced by the same jiopulation, will see reason to

dispute this notioTi. It rests, in fa , on the common as-

sumption that personal feeling mu~t disappear in the imita-

tive expression of ])assion, whereas the real fact is that intel-

ligen(-e, memory, and imagination are the only powers em-

ployed in such imitation. (Jreat artists are those who, ac-

cDrding to Xapoleon's definition, can intercept at will the

communication established hy nature between sensation and

thought. Moliere and Talma lovi>d more passionately in

their old age than is usual with ordinary mortals.

Florine"s posiiio:i forced her to li-ten to the talk of alert

and calculating journalists and to the prophecies of garrulous

literary men, while keeping an eye on certain politicians who
used her house as a means of profiting by the salhes of her

giiest'^. The mixture of angel and demon which she embodied

made }ier a filling hostess for those profligates, who reveled

I c v^isi^A'virHiici? 1 •eimv.Mm 'OiLismx^rwmar.
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in her impudence and i'fMim] inii'nilin;: aiiiu?ement in the per-

versity of her mind ;ind ncart.

Her house, cnriclicd with ntFcriii'.'s froin adniirors, dis-

phiyed in its e.\a;,'i:<Tated mairiiilicencc an entire retjardless-

ness of (list. Wdiii'Ti <if tiiis tyjie set a purely arbitrary value

on tlK'ir po.-M'ssiou-; ; in a lit of temper tliev will smash a

fan or a seein-holtle worthy of a (|iieeii. and tliey will be

inconsolalile if anyiliini,' liap])eiis to a teii-frano l)asin which
their lap-do^rs drink out of. The dininir-rooin, crowded with

rare and (o.-lly aifts. may .-erve as a speeiinen of the regal

and insolent j)rofu:-ion of tlie estal)li>hnK'/it.

The wliol<' room, iiicludinir the eeilintr. was covered with

carved oak. left unsiainerl, :ind set off with lines of dull gold.

In the panels, encirch'd hy irroiii)s of children playing with

chinuvras, were [ilace(l the lights, which illuminated here a

rough bketfh hy I)ecam])s ; there a plaster angel holding a
ba.sin of holy water, a present from .\ntonin Moine: further

on a dainty picture of Kugene Deveria; the sond)re figure of

some Spanish alchemist hy Louis Boulanger; an autograph
letter from Lord IJyron to Caroline in an ehmiy frame, carved

by p]lschoet, with a letter of Napoleon to Josephine to match
it. The things were arranged without any view to symmetry,
and yet with a sort of unstudied art: the whole effect took

one, as it were, by storm. There was a union of carelessness

and desire to please, such as can only in- found in the homes
of artists. The excjuisitely-carved mantelpiece was hare ex-

cept for a whim>ical Florentine statue in ivorv. attributed to

Michael .\ngelo. representing a I'an discovering a woman
disgui'^ed as a young herd, the oriLnnal nf which is at the

Treasury in Vienna. On either side of this hung an iron

candelabrum, the work of some Henaissance chisel. .\ Boule
timepiece on a tortoise-shell bracket. Iac(|uered with copper

arabe-'iues. flittered in tlie mi<!dle of a panel between two
statuette-;, survivals fnun some ruined abbev. In the cnrners

of the room on i)edt-tals ^tnod L'-'U-'j-ecmslv re<jili'ndent lamps
—the fei> paid by some maker to Flerine for trumpeting his

wares among her friends, who were assured that Japanese

«rjx SKI' PHWWPS—
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pnt>, with rich fittinj.',-^, iiiado the only possible stand for

Liiiips. On ii niarvt'lous wiiatiiDt lay a display of sUver, well-

rarntd trop'hy of a combat in wliit-h soinc Enj^lisli lonl had

l,.(ii forced to acknowicd>:c the superiority of the French

nation. Next came porcelain reliefs. The whole room dis-

played the charminii profusion of an artist whose furniture

represents his capital.

The bedroom, in violet, was a younj:^ ballet-girl's dream:

velvet curtains, lined with silk, were draped (»ver inner folds

of tulle; the eeilinir was in white eashmere relieved with

violet -ilk; at the foot of the iied lay an ermine ruL'; within

till- bed-curtains. wbi(-b fell in the form of an inverted lily,

huniT a lantern by which to read the proofs of ne.xt day's

paper-. A vellow drawin^'-room, enriched with ornarients

the lolor of Florentine bronze, carried out the same impres-

sinn of magnificence, but a. detailed description would make

these pages too much of a broker's inventory. To find any-

tliing comparable to these treasures, it would be necessary to

visit the Kothschilds' house close by.

J^ojihie Grignoult. who, following the usual custom of

taking a stage name, was known as Florine. had made her

debut, beautiful as she was, in a subordinate capacity. Her

triumph and her wealth she owed to Raoul Nathan. The

association '^f these two careers, common enougli in the dra-

matic and literary world, did not injure Raoul. who, in his

character as a man of high pretensions, respected the pro-

prieties. Nevertheless. Florine's fortune was far from as-

sured. Her professional income, arising from her salary and

wiiat .-he could earn in her holidays, barely sutHiced for dress

and housekeeping. Nathan helped her with contributions

levied on new ventures in trade, and was always chivalrous

and ready to act as her protector; but the support he gave

was neither regular nor solid. This instability, this hand-

fn-mo\ith life, had no terrors for Florine. She believed in

hir talent anil her beauty; and thi« robust faith had some-

thiiis: eomic in it for those who heard her, in answer to rc-

njoustrances, mortgaging her future on such security.
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"I can live on my iiiimii,> wIiciu'Vit I like," she would
say. "1 liiiw fifty francs in tlic funds iiuw."

No oiR' could understand how. with her bcautv, Florine
had reinaini'd seven years in obscurity; but as a matter of

fact, she vva- eiiniiled a- a su|ieiniimerary at the a^'e of

thirteen, and made her diM)ut two years later in a iiumblc
theatre on ilir linidevai(l>. At fifteen, beauty and talent do
not e.\i>t ; tiiere can only i)e promise of the comiiii: woman.
She was now t wenty-c iuht, an a^^e which with French women
is tile culminatin.u ])oini of their iieanty. I'ainters admired
most of all her .-houlders. j^los-v white, with olive tints al)Out

the back of tln' neck, liut :irm and |)olishe(|. retlectm;: the
light like watered -ilk. When >he turned her head, the neck
made ma,i:iiili( cut curve- in which >cul])tors deli<:l!ted. On
this neck ro>e the small, imperious bead of a Roman empress,
graeefiil and finely mon'ded, round and self-assertive, like

that of I'oppa'a. The features were correct, yet e.\pr(>ssive,

and the unlined forehead '• s that of an easy-going woman
who takes all trouble lightly, yet can be obstimite as a mule
on occ^asion and deaf to all reason. This forehead, with its

pure unbroken sweep, gave vain, to the lovely fla.xen hair,
generally rai.-ed in front, in IJoman fashion, in two ecjual

masses and twi.-ted into a high knot at the back, so as to
prolong the curve of the neck atul brin-: out its whiteness.
Dark, delicate eyc^brows, such as a Chinese arli-t pencils,
framed the heavy lids, covered with a network of tinv pink
veins, 'i'iie pupils, sparklini: with fire but -pottecl with
patches of brown, gave to her loi.k the fierce fixity of a wild
beast, eiiib!. matic «l' the courte-airs cold beartlcssness. The
lovely ga;<c!lc-like iris was a bei-utiful gray, and fringed with
black lashes, a bc^witcbing eontrast which brought out vet
more strikingly the cxpres-ioii of caJni and expectant desire.

DarkcM- lints encirclc^d the e e- ; but it was the arti-tic finish

with which she used them thai was most remarkable. Those
darting, sidelong glances wbii-b nothing escaped, the uriward
gaze of her dreamy pes,., ih,. wnv -he had of keepinu the
iris fi.xed, while charging it with the nKjst inten.se passion
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and without inovin;: the liead or stirring a muscle of the face

-SI trick, llii-S K'ariicd on the stagi—the keen sweep whieh

wi.iild L'lnhraee a win/lc room to lind out the man she wanted,

-tL,-i.' were the arts whieii made of her eyes the mo.-i ter-

. ihf swci'tesl, the ftran;:('st in the world.

Uuii^c had spoikal the dcheate transpareney of her soft

rlnrks. But if it was beyond her power to bhish or grow pale,

-'uv had a slender nusc, indented by pink, .juivering nostrils,

wliu h M'ciiied to breathe the sarcasm and mockery of Molicre s

\vaii;iig-maids. Her mouth, sensual and luxurious, lending

i;-,!f tn irony as readily as to love, owed much of its beauty

tu the tincly-rut edges of the little groove Joining the upper

hp to the no.-e. Her white, rather Ueshy. chin portended

.-mrms in lovu. ller hands and arms might have been an

eiiii.res-;' Hut the feet were short ami thick, ineradicable

-ign of low birth. Never hail heritage wrought more woe.

Ill her efforts to change it, Florine had stoi>ped short only

lit aniputati n. But her feet were obstinate, like the Bretons

from whom she sprang, and refused to yield to any science

or manipulation. Florine therefore wore long hoots, stuffed

with cotton, to give her an arched instep. She was of medium

lieiirht. and threatened with corpulence, but her figure still

kept its curves and precision.

Morally, she was [tast mistress in all the airs and graces,

timtrums. (piips, and caresses of her trade; but she gave them

a special character by alVeeting childishness and edging in

a ^ly thrust under cover of innocent laughter. With all her

apjiarent iiinorance and giddiness, she was at home in the

rn\-teries of discount and commercial law. She liad waded

tliro!ii:h so many bad times to reach her day of precarious

iiiiiiiiph ! She had descended, story by story, to the ground-

tl-'T, thron._rh such a coil of intrigue! She knew life under

so iMiinv form--, from that which diues off bread ami cheese

to that which tovs listlessly with apricot fritters: from that

which does its cooking and wa-hinL' in the corner of a srarret

With a:i earthen -tove to that which -ummons it^ vassal host

of big-paunched chrfs and impudent scullions. She had in-

ill
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dulpod in credit without killinir it. She knew everything of
which good women arc i<riiuriUit. and eoiild speak all lan-
guages. A child n( the jicuplr in- her origin, the reiinement
of her beauty allied her to the upper classes. Slio wa.s hard
to overreach and iinpo.vsible to mystify; for, like spies, bar-
nstcrs, and those who have grown old"in statecraft, she kept
an open nund for every posMbility. She knew how to deal
with trades})eoj)lc and their little tricks, and could quote
prices with an auctioneer. Lying back, like some fair young
bride, (Ml her couch, with the part she was learning in her
hand, she might have passed for a guileless and ignorant girl
of si.xteen, protected only by her innocence. But let somo
importunate creditor arrive, and she was on her feet like a
startled fawn, a good round oath upon her lips.

'My good fellow," she would address him, "your insolence
IS really too high an interest on mv debt. 1 am tired of the
sight of you

: g<. and .send the bailitfs. Kather them than
your imbecile face."'

Florine gave charming dinners, concerts, and crowded re-
ceptions, where the play was very high. Her women friends
were all beautiful. Xevcr had an old woman been seen at
her parties; she was entirely free from jealousv, which seemed
to her a confession of weakness. Among her old acquaint-
ances were (oralie and la Torpille: amomr those of the day
the Tullias. Euphrasie, the .Vpiilinas. Mme. du Val-Xoble!
Manette;—those women who tloat through Paris like threads'
of gossamer in the air. no one knowing whence they come or
whither they go; queens to-day, to-morrow drudges. Tier
rivals, too, came, actresses and .dingers, the whole '"company,
in short, of that unique feminine world, so kindlv and crra-
cious in its recklessness, whose Hohemian life carries away
with Its dash, its sidrit. its scorn rd' to-morrow, the men who
join the frenzied dance. Thoui;h in Florine's house Mohe-
nuani-m flourished unchecked to n chorus of gay artists, the
mistress had all her wits about her, and coufd'uso them as
not one of her guests. Secret saturnalia of literature and
art were held there side by side with politics and finance.
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TliofP pai=«inn roiirncd su]

of I ill' nioini'iil rcci'ivr

iniiif. llnTi' toiiip'T nml ihi' wliim

litill' ri'vcrfiiic wiiH-li a siinnli' -ncii>{y

ia\- to lioiior niul \irlUf. Tlii'i'i' im:l:Ih In' ><'(ii Iil'indrt,

Fiiiiit. f'",lifnnt' Luu^tciiii. Iht "-fVcnl h IdVrr, wlu) lu'lii vi'(i liim-

M' to he ilu' fir~t. rrlicifii \'cni"ii. ihr jniirii;! li-t .
Cuniuro,

l^ixioii. IJnstiu'iiac I'onniTly. Claiulf X'luiviii. llw i-niir

Niiiiii-'cn tin- l)iinKcr. du Tillct. ("onti tl ic ciiiiipo-^iT : in ii

uiirt i. llu' whole (lialiollr li's:ioll of fcrocinllS rLr^llStS II

(vcr\ waiK oIk hero also caiiie the ti'h-inl- <\ till

riLT'Ts. (lancers, aiul ai-trcsM's w

Kverv iiicinlK'r of 1

1

lioin Klnrille klleW,

ocletV" lialeil nr |.i\t •Verv nlluT

Iiieinlier aeeontini to eirelllil-taiicc-. 'I'lli- llnll-e (if call, o] ion

to icli'liritiiN of every kiiiil. was a M)rt nf limiliel of wit. a

lmIIcvs of tiio niiiiil. Not a truest there Imt had tilched hi>

fiiMUIle WUhlll the liHir en rncr- <m ihe law. Iiai 1 workoil

thrc'iLdi tell vear~ of >(|iialiir. had slran<jlcd two nr three love

;ll^air^. and had inaile liis mark, whether hv a hook up a

uai-tcoat. a drama or a carriap' and pair. Their time was

s|ieut in liatchinLT miscliiid', in exploring: roads to wealtli, in

rnlu idin;.' popular oiithreaks. which they liad incited the day

li. i'.ire. and in studviiiLT the lliietual i-m- nf the m'UH'y market.

I'.adi man. as lie left tln' hoii-e. donned apiin the liverv of

fs, which he liad cast a.-ide on enlerinL' in order to
Ills IK'IK

ahiise at his ease his own party, and admire the strateiry and

)f its opponents, to imt in plain words tliDiiudits which

men
spcec

place in

keei) to themselves, tn practice, in fine, that license of

1\ wliicli jroes with licen-e in action. Paris i the one

the world where limi-es of this eclectic sort exist, in

which everv taste, everv vice, every opinion, finds a welcome,

so loiiix iis it come> in decent irarh.

It remains to he said that Florine is still a second-rate ac-

tress. Further, her life is neither an idle nor an eiiviahle one.

.hieh

the theatre L'ives to a woman, imaiiine her to live in a por-

Maii\ people, deluded !iy the splendid vanta.ire .Ln-ound

petua! carnival. How manv a p

porter's |ndi:c nr under .lu atlic ro

ir L'irl. hiiried in some

of. dreams on Iter retnm

from the theatre of pearls and diamonds, of dressers decked
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with gold and rirli -a~l KS, illK

if the f( iDtliLTlit- nil inT liair.

1 iiiftiiro^ herself, tho glitter

;i|ijilau(lv(l. purcha.-cil. wor-

liix'd, cari'icil 1 iT \ ml ni't niic <i| tliciii know Ihi' facts of

tiial Ircailiriill cm-'h iic. Imw .-m a<trc--; is forccil tn attcnil

rrlicar-i.'N iindrr jiciialtv <if a lliir, to read I'lay-. and por-

[ictiia!lv -tiidv lieu part-, at a tiiiir wlini two m- tlin'r luin-

dn d pii'ii - a vrar an' jilavcd in l'ari«. In tlic course of each

|„.r|'i,!|.i.|.
I ,._ I-'ImIJiic ( |i;1|1'_''<'^ ln'P d rc>^ tWO (if tlifcc titiies.

and cil'ii n -Ih' rctuiais tu licr (lr('--inu''-riH)iii half-dead with

c\liaii>linii. 'I'hcn -li'' lia- tn LTct rid <>( the red nr white

paint with the ;',id <if plentiful ciKuietic.-. and du-t the powder

out iif her hair, if -he has I n playini: an eiuditeenlli century

part. Hare!\ ha- -he time lo dine. WIh'II she i.- jilayintr. an

actress can neither lace her -lay-, nor eat. nor talk. For sup-

per a.irain FInriiie ha- no time. On returniuLr from a per-

formance, whie!) nowadays is not over till pa>t midni^zJit,

she ha< her toil,; fur i he ni,L'lit to make and orders to give.

.\fter LM>in.Lr to hed at (Uie or two in the inorninj:. she has

to he up in time to revi.-e her parts, to order her dresses,

to exphiin tliem and try them on: then lunch, read her love-

letters, replv to them, transact husiness witli licr hired ap-

plauder^. so that she may tie properly jrnH'ted on entering

and leaving the -taL'c. and. while paying the hill for her tri-

tiniph< of the pa-t month, order whidesale those of the present.

In the davs (d" Saint (ieiiest. a c;inonixed actor, who neglected

no means of grace and wore a hair-shirt, the stage, we must

sui>pose. ilid not demand thi< relentle-s activity. Often

Florine i.- fon-ed to leiuni an illne<s if slie wants to go into

the country and pick llowers like an ordinary mortal.

Yet the-e purely mechanical occupations are nothing in

eomp;iris')n with the mental worrie-. ari>ing from intrigues

to he coiidiie|e(|. annoyances to vanity, preferences shown hy

authors, competition for parts, with its I'-iumphs ami disap-

poiTitments. unrea-onaMe a<lors. ill-natui'ed rivaN. and tlte

importunities of manager- and critics, all of which demand
another twenty-four hour- in the dav.

And. lastlv. there is the art itself and all the ditficulties

wma^im^j&miw.i^m'T'mr'
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I! IIVI ]v,.s— till' iiitiri'ivtiitiiiii "1' |in--iim. <L'taiU of nun

,i;ii -t;uf < n'lMi,-, w nil ilinii-aiul.- "1 ,,;HTa-i:lii>M> rr ulv

lili I-_'V I

uicr (ill tlic ^ll,L^lll^^t llaw ill tlu' iiioM i.nlliaiit l.P-.'Ilt-

Tlir-c aiT the ihiii-- winch wniv awav the litV uin:

l'>aron, ('oiU.i;. I'lairon. Cliaiiip-
f 'ralina. l.ckain.

Ill till' |iaiiilciii iiuiiiii t)!' I he j.'n('iiri">iii -cil-nivc i-

tl IV ^IICCI •^-tlll arli-1. man or wuma

p!i n ami unm. ii |ur ciiciino.

A- Id in''!"!!-, linuwcr lianil-nnic 'irnic

in ha- all iitluT

alarii'-. luav tic

not
.\ ,U< noi cover the co,-i of tiic -ta^'r lincrv. v.ii;r

n' co-iunic.-

—

(Icniaiuls an ciiorinou- c\p,T,i!i;;in'

not ilo away wiili the

.-c<. ( inc-lliinl of -uch

I- -1".:

Oi loll;

ii. ,i--ii\ for cvciiniL' aii'l \ i.-itini; drc

luvcs and siioc and iioc

a iifc i~ -pen

i:r' iMnl alrcai

t in hc^uiin: favor.-, another m making' -mi' tiie

iv won. aiul the icinauuler in repelliin: attai

ui a!i alike i.- woi

ii..pp lie

k. if it contain^ al.-o liiouieiits ol inU'n.-o

V-. that is lii'cau.-e haiipine,-,- lu'i\' is rare aiul stolen,

•hance mnl-end amid the hateful ^^rind
iiu' waited for, a e

I t..rci-il plea-ure and stau'e sinilcs.

'\\. Floriiie. ItaouTs power was a sov('rei;:n ])rnlec-tion.

the fashion of
-a\e(l IK r nianv a vexation and worry, in

.leat noble of former days defi'iidini: his misire-s; or,

in-tance, like the old iin'ii who uo on lli.'irtake a modern

Ln-e- to the editor wlicii iheir idol has been ^(ari^led by -ome

le was more than a lover to her: ln' wasmv print.

a -la !V lo lean on. She tetided him like a father, and de-

1 : hilt there was :i >thin<: in the
;\eil liiiii like a lui-hant

u . i r .1 -he Would net have -acrifu-i (1 for him. li iloll! was in-

i-peii-ahlc to

If-e-teciM. anil

her artistic vanitv. to the traiNpiillit v ot her

'e;:Mnli ol -OHIO LT

i;;i ed : u e owe la

to her dramatic future, ^^ithout the inter-

he iiro-real writer, no ^'rcat actress can ne
[

f'hani]»nic'sle to n Lieine. as we owe Mar-

Moi,vel and .\ndrieu.\. Florino. on

Id

her sido. could d'

nethiiiL' for IJaoul. niueh as :du' woiiki havi iked to be useful

T neci s-arv to him. She countei 1 on the seductions of habit.

im! wa- alwav- ready to open her reanns ami oli'er tuo pfo-

;u-.n,n uf her table to help hii pluns ur his friends. In fact,

^ ^,_^
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sho aspin^l tn lir f^r liim uhai Mailatnc di' l'nni[)a(lovir waa
for L(jiiis .\\'.: ami tlni'i' urrc a''ln'-«(s wlm envied !ier

position. jii~t :i- I here w^tc juurnali-t- who would have

chanired [il.iie- with Ifaoiil.

Now, lj|n-e who klliiW ihe liellt >'( the IlllMlllII Mlind to

0()positiiin :nid eiiiii ra-i aill ea-ily nniler-iaiid that Ifaoiil.

after ten \ear~ ot' ili]- laki-h li'i'iieniian hl'e. >hoiihl wearv

of it- wy-- a'!'! ilnuii-. II- I'l i!rv and its writ-, it- nr^'ies and

it< fa-t-. ai:il -hoiild !• i ! lirawn iu a |Mire and innocent love,

as Well as te the :j.iit|.- hai'ninns nf a ;.'i'eai ladv's existence.

In the sanie way. tlie ('iMiiii--e |''(''li.\ loni;ed lu introduce

tlic tonnent-i oi' iia--iui; mlo a life the hli-,- uf which had

cloyed tliruu'^h it- -aniem--. Tin- law uf lil'e is the law of

all art. which ( \i-t- only thi'iu-h (unlra-I. A wnrk [irodiieed

indepeiideiuly <>( -Hell aid 1- the hi_:lie-t e\|ire->i(in of ;;enius,

a.- the cloister I- the liii.die-t etfni'i ,if ( 'hrisiianitv.

Ifaoul. on rclnrniiiiT home, fnimd a note from Flurine,

which her niai'l had hronelii. hut was too sl,.,.py to read it.

lie Went to hed in the n-lfiil -atisfai'tion of a tender love,

which had so far heeii lackiie,' to his life. A few hours

later, he found important new- in iliis letter, new- of which
neither Hast ii'^nac nor de Mar-ay had dropped a hint. Florine

had learned from some indi-erci t friend that the Chainbor
was to he dissolved at the elo-e of the session. Waoul at

once Went to Klorine's. and .-eiit for lilundet to meet him
there.

In Florine"- houdoir. their feet upon the fire-dot.rs. 'fimile

an(] r?aoul (li--ecte(l I'-e politic il -itnaiion of France in

IS.'M. ( )n what side lay the he-t chance for a man who wanted
to j,'et on!' Fvery -hade i,f opinion was pa-sed in review

—

Repiihlicans pure and simple, leouhlicans with a Fresident,

RepuMicans without n repuhlic. Dynastic Constitutionalists

and Coii-litntionalist- without a dvnastv. Conservative Miu-
isteriali>ts ,ind .\lisoluti-t Mini-ierialists : lastly, the com-
promi-iui: riirht. the aristocratic riirht. the liCgitiinist riirht,

the IleMri-(juin(pii.-i riirhl. and t!ie C;irlist ridit. .\s hetween

the party of oh^^tructioIl and the party of proirress there

i ^

J
...Lfiifjj: ;,;—. : ^^
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Cllilll I he no r|iif.-linii ; .i> ucli liii;:lit 'ir hesitate hetvveon

iini! ilealii.

'I'he va-t nuiiilit r ,,{ nrw-jiaiirr- at tin.- t me in ( ir^Milation,

n pn viiliii;,' ( litlVn !| .shinies of pai'ty. \va> ^i;.Mlili' ant nf 'he

hacitir runlii-mn-

'.< uhi'll jinlltio Were ndiii

-the ,s7«>7). as it miL'ht viilirarlv ti

111 nlldi't

li-

the man of his dav

iih mn.-t jii(li.'irieiit, allhoii-". lik.' a l.arriMer iinatiAi- U

|.|r,ii| III- own elMl>e. I le (tiiliil u • it i<n

h

Iv on hehall" "f lahers,

His adviceH.I- ii!;e_'t!ill< I'ni ill ihe-e Ini tlly di-' u^.-.ons

|u N:iiiiaii was imt lo (h -eil alMU|)tl_v.

"It wa> Napoleun who sanl that youn;: rejjuhlies <

If niai |i' out of old iiionarehit' Therefon

an not

o voii, inv

fiii lid. lM(onii' the hero, the |iilhir, the i-rrator of a left centre

111 the iii'\t Chamher, .iiid a |iolitical future is hefore you.

( Mii'f |i.i>t the h.il'l ler, oiice i n he Mini.-trv. a man can do

M lial he |i|i a-e-. he can wear the \vinnin<' colors.'

.Nathan decided I" start a [loliiieal da.ly paper, of which

]i<- -hoiild have the conr.lete coinrol. and to atliliate to it

one I if t' io>e siiia 11 socictv sheets With W ll it h the ])rei«8

swaniieit. ( -tahli-hiii'' at the -aiiie liino a connection wi

-oiiii' iiia'.M/.itie The pre-s had li< n the mainspring' of

th

i-O

liiaiiv fort line- aroiii id him that Nathan refu.-ed to listen

I.. l')!oiiil, t's varnin.i:> apiiii-t trusting' to it. In Blondet's

of)i!i!on. the speculation was un>afe, Ixraus*' of the multitiiile

of t 'iiiipitinir pa[)ers, and hn aiise the power of the p ross

i-iiiril t'l hiiii iise<

I'rii'iid.- and in 1

'f prii

I up. I'aoiil, stron<r in his suyiposed

s keen to <xi> forward: with alis coiira''e, wa

he -jiraii",' to Ids feet and oxc;ainied

:

•I .-hall .-uc-eed!"

"Vou haven't a junny

"I -hall w rite a jilav I"

'it will far dead."

"i.'t it." -ai 1 Nathan.

II paced iin and ilown Florino's room, followed hv Rlon-

i!i t. v\ i thoiuht he had irone crazv : he f-a-t eovelous trlaiH

ihc eiistly treasures jiihd up around; liieii liloiidet undor-

>Iood UlU.
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"Then'"-' iiiur.' ilniii nnc Imriilnil ihiiu-;inil franc*' W(/rt!i

licit'," s^aiil f'linilc.

"Yes," sanl Ii'mou!, witli ,i >i^'li lnvvar>l-. Floriiu'.-; suiiiptiioii-

lied; "lint I U'luM -ell ]iaiciit -al'n y-chaiii> nn the boiilcvard-i

and livi on fried poiatoi* all my life rather than -ell a .-iiijrle

patera frum tlie.-c rudiiis."

"Ntit <ille palera, lu>," j-aid Uliindel. hill the W lin|e lot!

Allllill lull i- like death; il ellllelies ail heeause life, it kllDW.-,

is iKMiiidui;; it on.
"

"\iil a thnii-and tiitic-. ii" I I wnnld aeiept aiivlhini,'

fnuM that Ciiimte-s uf ve^ierijay. hut tu mb I'lnniie nf her

ticst ? . .

"To nverthriiu' one's riiint," >aid Hloiidet, with a tra;:ic

air, "to snia.-h up the coinin;,'-itre>s, and hreak the stamp,

is certainly seridiw."

"Knim wiial i can irathcr, ymi are aliandniiin;; the stage

for piiliiies," .-aid Klorino, suddenly hreakitiL.' in on them.

'^'es, my child, yes," said l{aoiil ^xood-naliiredly. putting

his arm round her nt'ck and kissing lier forehead. 'Why
that frown':' It will lie no In^s to you. Won't the minister lie

better jilai ed than the joiirnali-t for getting a tlrst-rate en-

gagement for the «|Ueen of the hoards? Vou will still have

your parts and your holidays."

''Where i- the iiKUiey to eunie from!'" she asked.

"Krom my uncle," replied Haoul.

["loriiie knew this "uncle." The word meant a innnev-

lender. just as "my aunt" was the vulgar name for a pawn-
hroker.

l>on't hother yoiir.-elf. my pretty one." said Rlondet to

Florine. [latting her on the shoulder, '"l will get Massol to

help him. ll('s a barrister, and like the rest of them, intends

to have a turn at being Minister <if .lustiee. Then there's

dii 'I'illet. who wants a -eat in the Clianitier; i^inot. who is

still h.ieking a society paper: I'lantin. who ha- his eve on a

post under tlie Conseil d'l^tat. and who h.i- -Mi-ie sliare in

a magazine. Xo fear! I won't !il him ruin hiin-elf. We
will get a meeting here with Klieniie Liusteau, who will do

m^^ WTW^
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til. li_'lit -tufT, iiTiii ('l;n.iii' \'i^'iiMii fur till' scrioiK (Tilirisin.

Iiiirnii \ iTiiou Will lie lli< ( lia rw niniiii 111 till' iiajMi, lli«'

h,iiii-tcr will swciil for it. (Ill 'I'lllci will liMik jiflcr trail' ainl

!!i' r!\( liaiiff. anil wi- shiill .-cc wlu'ff this uiihui of ilcttT-

:i ,ii. .1 nil II iiiiil tlicir lool.s will land ns."

"in llif wurkhoiisc or on thr (iovcrniiii'tit lirtn h, tlioso

n fa.'r-; I'or tin* niiiicil in hmly nr mind," said W imil.

"Uliai alintit thr dinner?"

"We'll have it li'Tc," said IJaoiil, "live day-; hence."

ii<'t nil' know how inneli von need." >aid Kloriiie -imply.

•Why. the harri-ter. dii 'i'lllet. and Kamil < in'l -tart with

1' .- than one hundred tlioii-and i'rane^ apiece," said I51nndet.

" That will run the |ia|ier very well for eii.'liti'en niniith-, lime

• ii'iiltIi to make a hit or mi^s ui Paris."

I 1. r: lie made a <;cstun' of ajiproval. The two friends

'111 II took a call and sot out in (piest of iruests. |ieit-. ideas,

and -niir'.is of support. The hoautifiil actro^s nn her part

.-lit I'l.r fniir dealers in furniture, curio-ities. piiiur.-. and

iew, !rv. 'I'lie dealers, who were all men of suhsiaiice, entered

the -am tuary .'ind made an invt'ntory of its whole c'lntents,

iu>! as thoutrh Florino wore dead. She threatened them

with a puhlic auction in case they hardened their hearts in

liepes of a hettcr opportunity. She had. she tuld them, eveited

til" adminition of an English lord in a media'val part, and -he

'.vi-lied to dispose of all her personal jiroperty, in order that

ii'T apparently destitute condition mijzlit move him to prest'nt

her with a splendid house, which s;lu' would furnish as a

rival to Hothsohilds'. With all her arts, she only succeeded ir

-'••ttinj: an otFer of seventy thousand francs for the whole of

''.• spoil, which was w(>ll worth one hundred and fifty thnii-

-iid Florino, who did not care a hutton for the tliinirs.

t'nuni.M d they should he handed over in seven days for ei;-dity

tliMiisand francs.

"Vou can take it or leave it." she -;aid.

Till' harirain was concluded. When the dealers had irone.

'Ill actress skipped ffiv u-'\ lila- the 'iltie lilHs nf Kiiv.: H.ivid.

>Iie could not contain herself for deliyht ; never had .-he



'I

«2 A T»Ar(;HTEn of kve

(Irocinied of siuh wTaltli. Wlicn Rnoul roturncd, she pre-

teiuifd to !»(' ullVii.Ird uitli him. ;iml (Icclarcil tliat slu' was

dc.-LTt((l. She -aw iliron-h it a!l now; men don"l change their

party or leave ihe .-lai^c tor llie Chamlier witlinnl >(inie reason.

There mii-t lie a rival I Her in>tiiiel teld lier sol Vows of

eternal love rewarded her little eomedy.

Five days lalir. i'lMi-inc eave a ma^'n'tieent entertainment.

The eereniony of elu'i>teninL^ the paper wa.s then ])erfornied

amiil>t l!ood~ el' wine and wit. oaths of tidelitv. of ^rood fel-

lowsiiiji, and of serious alliance. The name, forjrotten now,

like the Lihirid, the Coinin uiml , the J)i /Hui'iiu-nlal, the Garde
Naliutiiil, till' i'ch'ntl, the / in /iiiiinl . was something which
ended in al, and was Itonnd not to take. Descriptions of

bampiets have heen .-o nnmerous in a literary jieriod vvliich

had more tirst-h.iml e\j)erienee of starving m an attic, that

it would be dillieult to do justice to Florine's. Sullice it

to say that, at th.ree in the morninL^ Florine was able to

undress and go to Ix'd as if she had been alone. thoiiLdi not

one of Iier gue>ts liad left. 'i"he~e lights of their ag(! wore

sleeping like pigs. When, early in the morning, the packers,

commissionaire-, .and porters arrived to carry oil' the gorgeous

trap])ings of ilie famous actress, she laughed aloud to see

them lifting the-e celebrities like heavy pieces of furniture

and depositing them on the floor.

Thus the s[i!endii| collection went Its wav.

Florine carried her personal reisieinhrancc- to shops where
the sight of them did not enlighten i)assers-bv as to how
and when tln'se llowers of luxury had been jiaid for. It was
agreed to leave her until the evening a few specially reserved

articles, including her l)(>d, her table, and her crockery-, so

that she miudit offer breakfast to her gtiests. These witty

geiiilenien. ha-inLr fallen asleep under the beauteous draperv
of wealth, awoki' to the cold, naked walls of povertv. studded
With iiail-niai-k< ,ind di>tl'_Mired bv those incongruous patches
which are found .at the iiack of wall decorations, as ropes

behind an opera s<-eni'.

"Why, Florine, the poor girl has an execution in the



A DAT'CIITKU OF EVK 63

hon^e!" me<l Bi.xiou, on. tlio ^'u.>^ts. "Quick! your

]HHkft.«. -I'lUk'inen! A ^'.i-.- ptiou!"

At iIk'so words iho wlii''.' (onpaiiy wns on foot. The net

-wirpinfrs of the pockets came to tliirly-si'Vcn francs, which

Haoul liantlcd over with mock ceremony to the lau<.'hinj?

Florine. The \u\]f])\ courtesan raised her heail from the pil-

low and pointed to a heap of hank-uotes on the shei^t, thick as

in the L'ohU-n days of her trade. Uaoul calL'd Hlondet.

"I see it now," said Blondct. "The little rojrue has sold

lill' without a word to us. Well done. Florine!"'

lieli-rhtcd with this stroke, the few friends who remained

.arried" Florine in triumpli and dishahille to the dininj^'-room.

The barrister and the hankers had j,'one. That evening

Florine had a tremendous reception at the theatre. The

rumor of her sacrifice was all over the house.

'T should prefer to l)e applamU'd for my talent,'' said

Florinc's rival to her in the greenroom.

-That is very natural on the part of an artist who ha.s never

y.t won api)lause except for the lavishness of her favors," she

replied.

During the evening Florine's maid had her things moved

to K,ioui"s Hat in the Passage Sandrie. The jo\irnalist was

to |,it(h his camp in the building where the newspaper office

was opened.

Such wa.- the rival of th(> ingenuous Mine, de Vandcnesse.

ltaour< fancy was a link binding the actress to the lady of

title. It was a ghastly tie like this which wa.s severed by

that Duchess of T.ouis XIV. 's time who poisoned Lecouvreur;

nor can such an act of vengeance be wondered at, considering

the magnitude of the offence.
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CHAl'TEH VI

lovp: vkusus socutt

Florine proved no clinicultv in tlu^ ciirlv statrf'^ of Ranul'g

on. •(in-fciii<r hiiaiuuil <li>a]ipniiii iiicnts iii tin- liaz-

ircloiir< si'liciiic into which lie liml phmui'il. >hc hiirL't'ii leavo

)f ali^'.'nci' for six month-. IJ;;oul tock an active pai't in the

passi

ml

i(«--llll 1><U(> stilnegoiialion. ami l)v hrinirinir it to a ^ii

further iiHJeareil him-elf to I'lorine. With tlie L-'nod sense of

the peasant in La Fonlaiiie">: fahle. who makes sure of his

dinner while tiie patrieiaii,- are ciialteriTiLr over phiiis. tlio,

actress liurried o|f ti' the provinces and alimad. to jxlean

the wherewithal to -upport the irreat man durinir his place-

hunting'.

I'p to the pre.--ent time tlie art of (litinn has seidnm dealt

love as it show- i;--rlf in the InLiln'-t -"cieiv. a eom-with

pound of iinlile im[uil-' and hidden wn'tehedness.

is a terrihie strain in ilie edii-tani

Here

bv the most trivial and trumpery iiP-nli

hrck impi'sed on passion

nt-, and not iinfre-

quently the thread snap'^ trom sheer la- .1. erhaps some

glimpse of what it means may !"• ohtaiiu'd here.

The ilay after Lady Dudley's hall, althmiudi nothint: ajt-

proaehini: a declaration had e-eaped on either side. .Marie f(dt

that iiamirs love wa- the realization of her dreams, and

Kaon! had no dnuht that he was the ehosi'ii of ^Llrie's heart.

Xeitlier of the two had reached that point of depravity

where iirdiminarie.- are curtailed, and yet they advanced

rapidly towards the end. I'aoul. sated with pleasure, was

in the mood I'or Platonic alfectioii ; whilst .Marie, frnm wlmm
the idea of an actual fault was still reiiinte. had never cnn-

tenijilatcd pa>>inLr heynnd it. Never, tlierefore. wa- lnvc nKire

{jur.' and iniinccnt in fact, or more ii!i[)a-siiuied and rapliiniiw

in thouLrlu. than this nf iJaoni and M.irie. The ('.ninic-- had

been fa-einated h\ ideas which. thniiLrh clnthcd in modern

dress, lielnn^red to the times of chivalry, hi her role, as she

I tak"<T. :^s.. .-V^.'i
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I'oni-i'ivc d it. lior husl)aii(rs (li^lik. to Xathan n^ lon-or ap-

« .uvil all I)

I

ll (!

I)?;tacl(' to luT love. T! Haoul imM'iti'il cs-

noblcr was !\(T !!l!~>I<'n. lie 111 tlat

])oct stirrcil her iiiiaL'iiia tioii ratluT than liiT

cd laiiLMiagp

hlood.

li wa- ilianty wliu h wak.'iitMl at tlic call of passion. This

illllrn O f till' virtues Init what in tlu' cyis

,1 almost a sanction to tiic tn-mor

nf the ("ounti'ss

the (lc'li''hts, the

lurlitiM iicc of her loVf. Slu' felt it a tint' thiiiu' to hv the

rovidcnti' of Kao i)\V -wcct to til I Ilk ot siip-

h her f.'.hh'. white hand this eolo-sal i;f,nin-. wh

f sowint: life where none had

foundation ol a u'reai de 4inv.

should wrestle with and

his scarf for

hUMiaii p

jurtniL'' wit

<.,[ nf (lav she refused to >ee, o

1;, .1!. i<( working' in secret at the

Willi her help this man of ^--eniu^

uvrreoine his fate: her hand ^hould emhroider

;h.. tniiniev. huckle Oil his armor. j:ive him a charm against

-oniMv, and halm for all his wounds!

1„ a woman with Marie's nolile nature and rcli-rious np-

hnie'iii" thi- passionate charity was the only form love cmild

a-Mmie. Hence her holdness. The pure in mind have a

^iip.rh disdain for appearanecs. which mav he mistaken for

ilir shamelosness of the courtesan. No sooner had the

(',;.,;, t,,ss a^^^iired herself hv ca-^uistical anxumeiits that her

hu-hiind"s hom.r ran no risk, than she ahandoned herself

,ni„idetelv to the hliss of lovin- Haoul. The most trivial

thniL's in life had now a charm for her. The houdoir in

uhi.h -h,. dreamed of him hecame a sanctuary. Kveii her

j.r.lty writiniT-tahle recalled to her the countle- joys of

r.-rn'^pomlencr: there she would have to read, to hide, his

l.'it.r-; there replv to them. I)re^>, that -pleiidid poem of

,L w.., Man's life, the si.iznilicancc .'f which she had either ex-

iiaiiMed nr i,i:nored. now ajipeaivd to her full 'd" a masxic

iiitii-'i-ti. unknown. Suddenly it liecame to h.T wlial it is to all

tt-,,.nrn— a. eniitiniiou- ,.xpre--ioii .d' the inner thon-ht. a

!;,niriia-e. a sviiiIm.I. What wealth of deliLdit in a costume

dcsiiTiied for his plca-ure. in his honor! She threw herself

witli all simplicitv into tlio^' charminL^ iiothiiiL,'- which make

:he business of a I'aris woman's life, and which charge with

:'i&.*..
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mcaninj:^ every detail in Iicr Ikuisc, her person, her clothes.

Rare indeed are the women who freijiieni ilrcss thops, milli-

ners, and fa-hiniiali!e tailors simply lor their own pleasure.

As they U^come old they cea.se to think of dre*s. Scrutinize
the face which in pa>>inir you s(v l'.,r a moment arrested
before a shop-front : '"Would he like me hetter in thi.s?" are
the words written plain in the clearing; hrow. in eves sparkling
with hope, and in the smile that plays upon the lips.

Lady Dudley's hall took place on a Saiurdav eveninfr: on
the Monday tiie (oiinte>> went to the opera, allured hv the
certainly of seeiiiLT Haoul. K'aoul. in fact. wa> there, planted
on one of the staircases which leail down lo the amphitheatre
stalls. He lowered his eyes as the Coimiess entered her ho.x.

With what ecsta.-y did .^lme. de \"all•il;nes.^e ohserve the un-
wonted earefulne.-,- of her lover's attire! This conteniner
of the laws u\' ele^'ance mi;:!it he >ecii v.iih well-hrushcd hair,

which shone with >cent in the rece-scs of <'vcrv curl, a fa.sh-

ionable waistcoat, a well-fa. leiied tie. and an immaculate
shirt-front. I'lider the yellow '^h)\v>. which were tlie nnler of
the day, his hands showt'd \cry white. K'aoul kept his arms
crossed over his hrea.-t. as ihoiiLrh posing' for his portrait,
superbly indillVrent to the whole hou.-e, whicii murmured
with luircly restrained inipa'icnce. [[js eves, thouirh l.'cnt on
the ^'round, ,-ecmed turned towanls the red velvet bar on
which Marie's arm rested. Felix, seated in i he opposite corner
of the box. ha<l his back to Xathan. '{"he Countess had been
adroit enouirh to jiiace herself .-o that .-he !,.oked Mrai<_dit

down on the pillar a^^ainst which Ilaoul leaned. In a sin^de
hour, then. Marie iiad broiiiiht this c'lever man to aljjure
his cynicism in dress. The liiiml)!c<!. a< well as the ino^Jt

distin-ruished, woman must feel her head liiriied bv the first

o{)en declaration of her power in such a transformation.
Ever}- chan>:e is a confession of .-ervitude.

"They were riLdit. there is a irreal happiness in beinir nn-
derstcMxl." she .slid to herself, calliui: to mind her unworthy
instructors.

When the two lovers had scanned the house in 'd rapid

i 1
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'l-cllll:i::-( iiihr.icMiir siirvcv, tlicy • .\(liinii:i(l a irlancc <>f intelligence.

r liiuli 1 t was a> tli()U,t:!i a iicasfiily

ui:: |)ii\\fr u|r upnii tlifir t'l vci'cil -u-ih'ii-c

w had fallen with

"I have, been in

U'V an hour; now [hv heavens ojR'n," spoke the eyes of

!llU!

Kni'W VMU Wire th'M-i'. hut am I Irci- 'l)li('(l those of

( 'diinti'Ss

\, III' hii' -lavi- (if cvctn \,iri('!'.. mflmImi: ihirvi's, s{ne;

i\<\-. and dinhMiiali-t-, knnw a 1 thai a tia>h "f the (>ve ean

unv >l UlinlMnatlnll nV (liUhiiirht. 'I" u'V ahuii' can ;.'ras])

till' swiitnc'S. the hutiKir. the wi-ath. and the

ilicc with which tin- chaiiLTcfiil li;;hininL' of the soul is

ftu- iiitciliccncc

• ri_Miai t. l.'aoul felt hi-
I

ia--ion ki ck a^am-t tln' pricks of

itv and irrow mope xiL'oroiis 'U preseiu'c o f ohstacle;

the >tep on which he wa- perchei 1 and the ho\ of

• I'onite-se l-elix de \'aiidene.v-e \va> a s])ace of harejy thirty

, -. iinpa<-ahlc for hiin. 'I'o a pas-ionate man whn. so far

!,;- lile. had kn'iwii hut little interval l)eiween desiri' and

1 not he.Ii-lai I I'lli. Ihis aliv— 'f -nljil Lrrouiid. x^'hicii coiih

i!i .1 li:'i>r-like 1"

a wiM ile-ire to -pnii r upon the ( 'ountess

mm 11 a paro\v-m o f fury he tried ti

!ii- wav. lie I'uwid npcnlv \n the ('uiinte<<, who replief

\u:\i a -liijht. -cornlul mc Imaiioii III the luad. such as women

um' fu- snuhhiuL' their admirer-. I'eiix turned to -ee wno

lia.l L'Tcetcd hi-^ wife, and perceivMiL' Nathan, of whom he

•i.ok no notice hev^ind a mute ini|uirv a- to the cau-e of thi<

111" !!v. turned ,-lnwlv away a^'ain. with Mime words probably

.:ii!ii .\ !i!U- of hi- wife'- a-snnied coldue.;-. riainlv the door

..f ihe Imiv wa- harred aLrain-t Xath "u who hurled a threat-

• iiinu uiaiiie at l-"eli\. which it reipured no irreat wit to ',n-

!,.rpvi t l.v I. lie of I-"lnrine"- -allien, "iyook out for your hat:

it A ;11 -ooii iMt I'l-l on \oiir li'Mil 1"

M'i;e .ri".-parii. one id ilie mo-t insolent women nf her

t;;i,r, wild iia 1 been watchiiiL^ the-e maiioMivres from her box.

ri'.w r.ii-eij her voice in -<iine ineaniin:le-s bravo. I^anul. who

w .- -landim: bcnealb her. turned, lie bowed, and received

Hi icturn a ;rracious ;:mile, which -n clear!\ -aid, "If you
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aro disriiisscd tlicrc cimhc to iiii'!"" that IJaoiil left his column

and went to jmy a vi-il tn Miin'. (ri;.-|i.iril. lit' wjintcil to be

stTii there in '<Tt\<r t'> .-h"W limi t'ellnw X'aiidfne—e that his

fame was e(iiial l" a |ialrnt of nnliiliiy. and tliat before

Xathan l)lazoiicd dudr- Heu n|Mii. The Marciiionc-s made

hiin sit diiwn m tlir frniu ol the imx oppn-ite to her. Slic in-

tended to |>lay the in(|iii.-itnr.

".Mnie. Felix d<' \'andriir-~i' hinks charniinj.' to-ni^rht/' she

said, conjrratuialini^- iiim cii ihc lad_v"> dre;->. as tliouuii it were

a Ijook he liad just |Miiili>hi'd.

"Ves," said IJaoul earelr.-.-ly. "marabouts are very l)ecom-

injr to her. But she is too (•oii>tant. slie wore tliem tlie day

before yesterday." he added, with an ra>y air. as t!inu;:li by

hi- critical attitude to n'|indiate the flatterini: complicity

which the Marchioness had laid to his charixt'.

"You know ihf proverb?" she replieil. •''Kvcry feast day
- iould have a morrow."

"

.A' "he jiame (d' repartee literary i:iants are not always equal

to I s (if title. Ruml took refuse in a pretended stupidity,

the -t resource of cli'vcr men.

< proverl) is true for rue." he said, casting' an admirinj^

•n the Marchioness.

lur pn'ty speeih. >ir. comes too late for me to accept

i. '? repli.'d, lauirhiiii:'. "Come, entuc. don't be a prude;

n sniai: nirs of yoterday morninir. you thouudit Mme.
ie "dene- entranciuLT in marabout-; she was ])erfectly

aw f it tid puts liem on apiin to plea,sc you. She is

in wi* 'ti. and you adore her: no time has been lost,

cert i : 'v I see nothini: in it liut what is most natural.

If i" r as I say, you would not be tearinfr your ;rlove

to I vour rajre at haviuix to .-it here beside me, in-tead

of ;! tb \ of your idol—which has just been shut in vour

fac Ii; -uiK>rciIious authority— whisperinjr low what you
would fain hear said aloud."

Raoul was in fact twist in^'- one of lii< <.dovcs. and the hand
which he showed was .-urprisini/K' ubile.

"She has won fnuu vou." .dii' went on, fixiuu' hi- hand with

ttt^i - —--,.<!-->. ^_--
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..., .rtincnt stare, "sacrifices which you refused to society.

niiL'ht to he enchanted at lier succos. ar.d, 1 ihire>ay, she

f it; but in her jihice 1 think 1 should be more

far ^lie has onlv been a WMinan ut ;,'0()d parts, no\

jupc

IS a httle vain o

sin- "il ua.- t'lir a woman o f <'enius. We sliall find her

iiir.iii in one of tiios(! (k'li'ditful books of vnurs. But,

inv ill ar friend, do me the kindne

riia! man is reallv too fatuous.

not to for<ret Vandenesse.

1 (duld not stand such sclf-

inii!;i«eiu V in .h'lpiter Olympus himself, wlio is said to have

li, ,-ii thf only ^'od iu niytholofry exempt from domestic mis-

f'lrtune."

"Madame," cried Kaoul, "you credit me with a very base

s'.ii! 1 1 you suppose that I would make profit out of my feel-

iiiL'-. out of mv love. Sooner than be guilty of such literary

l|l-llllllO r, 1 would follow the Knglisli custom, and drag a

uuiii.in to market with a rope round her neck."

"But 1 know Marie; she will ask you to do it."

"No. she is incapable of it," i)rotested Raoul.

"^oii knov her intimately tlu'ii!'"

\atlian ((.aid not help Jaii-rbing that he. a playwright,

^liould be cauirht in this little comeily dialogue

he play is no lonL'el there," he said, pointing to the foot-

liirht-; "it rests with you."

To hide his confusion, he took the ojHTa-gla^s and begai

i\amin<' the house

"A re vou vexed with me saud the Marchioness, with a

iililontr glance at him.

nunc m anv case

•Wouldn't vour secre t 1ujve be'cn

(

It won't be hard to make peace.

!!•( to niv house, I am at home everv Wednesdav ; the dear

Mllti won't miss an evenin

Hal be tlle namer.

g when she finds you come.

Sometimes .~lio lomes to me be-

!i i'Ur and five o'clo' k; I wii t)e verv l" id-riatured. and

•(
)

.nil to tlie select few admitted at that hour."

>ee." said Raoul, "how unjust people are! I wasulv

t':'.i you were spi

••111'

liL'ht

-o I am.

for one'

teful.

>1h

own
;aid, "when I want to be. One has

hand. But as for vour (';>unte^s,
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I adore her. You Iiavc no i.lra how rliarmin? sho is! You
will bo thf fir<t to iuivc voiir naun' iiixrilxd on h, r luart with
that int'iiriliiu' jov which lau-cs all lovers, {vni <lnll-stT<:('ant-^
to cut thfir inilials on the hark of a trc'. A womanV firsi

love is a luscious fmit. j.atrr. you m'c. ihcrc is ahvavs ^o,,,,.

caloulatioii in our attentions au.l caresses. !•,„ .,11 o]<I wo
man, and can say what r like: nothm- friL'i\i<ns nie. not
even a.iounialist. Wdl, then, in tlie anturun of life. w,. kno«
how to make you happy: hut when j. ve i- a new thin" we are
happy ourselves, and that ^ives en.lie>s >atisfact,on to vour
pride. We are full of delicious -iirpriM's tlien. I)ecause' the
heart is fresh. V,.u. who are a poet, must prefer flowers to
fruit. Six months hence y,,,, shall lell me ahout it."'

Kaoul he^an with denviiiLr everythinir, as all men do when
they are hrcu-ht to the har. hut f()und ihal this onlv -upplied
weapons to so practised a champion. Entangled in' the noose
of a duiloiriie. nuinipulated with all the dan-erous adroitne.ss
of a wouuin and a I'arisian, he drea.led to let fall admissions
which would .serve a~ fuel I'or the ladv's wir. and he heat
a prudent retreat when he saw I.ady Dudley enter.

||\yell," said the Kn,i:lishwoman, "how far have they jrone?"
"They are desperately in love. Nathan has just" told me

so."

"I wish ho had heei, u-ller," said Lndv Dudlev with a
venomous scowl at Feli.v. ••()th,,,.u-,.e. he is e.xaetJv what I

would have wished: he is the son of a Jewish broker, who
die<l bankrupt sl^.rtly after his marria-e: unfortunately his
mother was a ("atholie. and has made a Christian of him."

Xathan's ori^'in, whicli he kept a most profound secret
was a new discoverv to I.ady Dudlev. who ajoated in advance'
over the deli-ht of drawin- thence some pointed shaft to aim
at \ andenesse.

"And I've just asked him to mv house!" e.xclaimed the
Marchioness.

..J,'"'"'"''
'"' ''* '"> '•''" .v-t,Tdav-" replied Ladv Dudlev

J here are ph.isures. mv dear, f.u- which one pavs heavilv"
The news of a mutual pa-inn heiwcMi Raoul and .Mme do
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indonpssip wont the rdiim 1 nf iOcI t'tv lliat ovmiii.'. not witli

nut CllllUl S fi'i'tli prntcst' iiml ill -iilit- liiit tlm (

ill Irlliui 1 Ij', \\vr I'riiiiils, J.iitiv Diulltv, M mes. a

th-

oiint(.'>« \Mi-

rEspanl, and

(If .MiUicrvillc, with a chmisy oajiiTiicss wliich j,'ainf(l some

crtdi'iH I' fur the ranmr. Viclilinj/ to necessity, |{aonl went

on Wednesday evening to Mine. d'Kspard's, and found there

the ii.-ual distin<'ni shed

Iiaiiv his \viife, 1!

(•oni|)anv.

(I

As Felix did iKit ai-enni-

imil was aoie to exelian^e a tiw \\'>y wit IItil

Mario, the tnno of which expressed more than the matter.

The ('(iimtess, warned airaiii.-t malieimiH l;o-si ps by M mo,

Octave de ("amps, realized her critical position before societv,

dami ciMitnvcd to make Ifaoul iiniier-ianil if also.

Amid-t tliis irav as>eml)lv. tin lovers liuind liieir oiilv jov

in a Ion;,' draught of the delicious sensations arising from the

words, the voice, the gestures, and the tiearinir of the loved

"lie. The soul clings de>perately to such tritles. At times

the eyes of both will cnnverge upuii the same spot, embedding
there, as it wore, a thoinxht of which thev tlius risk the inter-

chansre. Thev talk, and longing looks follow tin peeping

flint, the fpiivering hand, the fingers which tov with sonie

(irnament, ilicking it. twisting it about, then droppinir it, in

signifieant fashion. It is no longer wnrd> or tlioughts which
make themselves beard, it is thn::-: ami that in so clear a

voice, that often the man who loves will leave to others the

task of handing a cup of tea. a suirar-ba.-in. or what not.

to hi dv-

,1

ove, in dread It -f his aixitation should visi bl(

Willi ii, apparently seeing noihiiii all. T ironirinsr

desires, mad wi-iie, passionate thoii_dits. find their wav into

a giance and die out there

tliiMisand .\rLrib eves, I.-

Tln pressure of a hand, eluding

oipieii' as written paL-'os. burning
as a kiss. Love grows by all that it denies it-elf: it treads on
obstacles to reach the higher. And l)arriers, more often cursed

than cleared, are hacked and east into the fire to feed its

ilaines. Here it is that wiuuen see t)ie tneasiire of ilieir power,

when lov(\ tliat is boundless, coils up and hides itself within a

thirsty glanci'. a nervous thrill, behind the sonen of formal
civility. How often has not a si iiirle w( )rd, on the last step
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of a st

t'lniit}- t.ilk

airraso. p;ii( 1 tl If prn :in (Vriiiii^'s silent aponv arifi

Uaoul. ciircl.'ss n!" ><ici;il fnniis ,i::i\.- rciii u> h'\< iiii.'.T in

brilliant oratrx-v. h'-vcrvlxMl;, prfsmt cfin!,! licar tlic lion'-
roar. awl nr.iL'in/cd th,. arti-!'« natun'. iiili.lcrant of <li-ap
poititinnit. 'I'his ' >i|;|,|,|,,.|ii^,, ra^jc, tliis cutting' and -la.-liin-

wit, thin laying; on of cpiaranis as with a cliih, cnraptiirtwl
Marie and aimised ihe onlookers, nnicli as the >] , fade of n
maddened hull, eovereil with si reamers, in a Spanish amphi-
theatre, might have done.

"Hit ont as nineh as you like, you can't clear tlio rin»',"
Blondet said to liini.

This sarea-m n -fond i . Ifaoiil his presence of mind: he
ceased makin- an e\lnlHtion of lmii-e!f .md !,is \.-.\alion.
The Mareliioiie-s eaine to oirer him a eiip of tea, and .-aid,
loud enoii^r]) for .M;irie t,, hear:

"^ou are really very amu-in.i:; r,,me and see me somotinios
at four o'clock."

Kaoiii took oirence at 'he word '•aimi-ini:." althoii-h it had
served as passport 'o the in\it,i mn. H-' hcLMii lo"-ive ear,
as actors .lo, when they are attending' , the hoii^e aiid not
to the staj:e. I?londet took j)ily on him.

^^

"My dear fel,.>w." li< -aid. dniwin- 1,1,,, .,,,,],, j„ ,, ,, (-.omer,
"you behave in jM.l.te - 'ly ex.atly a- vou miidit at Floriiie's"
Iloro nohody tlie< i,Ho a pa-Mon. nol„,dv leetuivs: fnmi timo
to tinu' a smart thiiiir may he said, and vou mu-t look most
impassive at the very moment when von lonu' to throw sorno
one out of il„. win.low: a Ln'ntl(< raillerv is allow(>d. and some
show of attention to the ladv you adon^. hut vou .an't lie down
and kick like a donkey in the mid. lie of the road. Mere, mv
pood soul, love proceeds |,y rule. Hither carrv olT .Mme de
\aiulenesse or hehav.. like a ircntleman. Yoti' arc too much
tho lover of one of vour own nunances."
Xathan listend with han-ino- head: he was a wild heast

caught in the toils.

"I shall never ^et foot here a-ain." >aid 1:,.. '-'rhis papier-
mache Marchioness puts too hi,-h a price upon her tea. She

I i 1.

i
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t!;;i:I> iin" iiiiiii'in;:, unfs ^lu-.'

^,. I'll i:i((l all lIu'M' {icoplc."

') M.i'll 1 iiiifc l)iu 1^ tiiimirriiu .

Now I know whv St. Just

mlrt wa-ll ri'ht. I'ar-inii is as cownrdlv as it is cnif̂1.

ilav. al'liT Iliicluatiit'T lnii^' h.iwcfii "I'll ;r<i" atui

iiiii"'

UMiTt u'l," liaoiil Ic'I't III-
1

ant lii-riission to ha-ti'ii

Ml (i'll^liard's in ui^r

lariinT^ ill ill'' iiiiiiilli' ot" ill!

to the Kaul)oiiri.' St. Iloiiorft

Till' >i:.'lit of Ifa-iiu'iiac'.-* fle-

_-,iiit liili rii'H't ( Iriviti;.' up a- In wa- |ia\in;.' his cahiiian at

111' linnV linil

aliri'ili'l. lie ro

Nat; Kin ^ \aillt V ; he tno Wnlll ivo sue li a

solved, and the (orrc( I ti_'i-r. In- carriairo

til.- Cnuiitc--- was ill tlh' court, ami Hauiil's heart swcilt'd

h y 1. Iic pcrifivcf i it. .M irii' s iiiovcnii'iit- rosjx) idod

r lonu'iii^''^ with the rc,i.ni!arity of ;i clock hand propelled

, It- -prinjr. She was reeliiiiiiL' ii

ai e in th" small drawinL'-room,

ariiieliair iiv tlu' firo-

In-tead of lookimr at

\ itli.iii a.' he entered, she ''a/ed at his retiectioii in the mirror,

f.rliiii: sure that the mi-tn-s o*' the Imii-e would turn to liiin.

!,./vc, hailed hv societv. i- fni-.-rd to have recoiir-e to the;iO

:\\\>- tricl it endow- With lile niirror-i. mii ir-. f; ins, ant

nuriiherless ohjects. tin' piirjio-e of which i^ n<it clear at first

M.dit. and is in. Led never fnimd out hy many of the women

wli'i u-e them.

•The Trime Minister."' said Mme. d'Kspard, with a glance

.It .]<' Marsny. as she dn -v Natiiaii into the conversation, "wa.^

L', when you came in. that there is an understand-

liepublieans. What do you

jii-! iiei'iarin

\uj till ween t!ie Kovali ami

a'. ' Vou on iit to know somethimr ahoiit it.

iposiii;: it were so, w here would be the harm?" said

'The object o'' our animosity is the same; we afrree

'ur hatred, and ditTer only in what we love."

The alliance i< ar le:i-t siii'jular," said do Marsav, with

L'hnire which em liraced Haoiil and tlie Comtesse FiMix.

ir will not last," said Ha>tiLniac, who, like all novices, took

i- politics a little too seriously.

•\\hat do you say, darling?" asked Mme. d'Espard of the

< I'Untess.
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"I! oh! I kni'W nnthiiiL: ;i';ioiit j^olitir.i."

ill ill- -Mar'^iiy, "and then vou
"Voii will l.'.-irii. iiuiil.i!iic'."

will Im' (l(iiiiil\ cMir fi'riiiv.""

_

Xi'ilhcr .\iiili;iii iiMp M:iric iui.li'i--iiin<i ,1c Mar-ay's sallv
till he liail --Mr. i:aMi,-iiar fullow,..] him. an. I Mine. .I'Kspard
U'.'nt will, |!.,.,M Ih„1, ,,s far ;,, il„. ,],„., „( ih,. lirst .Irawini,'-
nioin. X,,! .iii(i;li. ! thou-iit di.l tli,. hnvr- t;ivr to tho inin-
i?ter".-^ r|,i-raiii

: ihcv .-aw \ho pri.rl,-- \v:,,|!h of a few iiiimites
'•••tor.. th.M!,. Marie ^wiHIy rniiov,.] h.r -l-ve. an.l h..ld out
Iht hand to Haoid. v.l,,, lunk it and ki-rd ii with tho forvor
of oi-hic..„. 'ri„. ,,-,,.- nf ,|„. (',,;,,„,.-, uvro ..lo,|uent of a
devotion .^o uvn.ron- ;,nd ::l,-ni,:t.- tiiai iJaoul felt hi.^ own
moisten. A tear Is a'ways at ih^ - .lainand of men of nervous
temperament.

\Miere^eaii 1 -ee you— :;peak to ymi r" ho said. "It will

mv voice.
kill nie if I

my heart and my 1

Moved hy the te;ir. AF;

ever the weather did

!iiu-t perpetually di>,-ui.-o mv look- and

irie promised to po to tho Rois when-
net make It ill' possd

gave I.aoul nmre happine-s than Florine had hroiiirht h

lis promise

five years.

•Ih;

im in

ive so niueh to say to you ! I Miifer so from the silence
to wliieh wo are eondeinned."
The Counte-s was LMxin.i: at him rapturouslv, unahle to

reply, when th(> Mar. "
'

"^r. I

liioness returned.

de Ml

So!" she e.xclainied as she ent-'red.

irsav
*yoii had no retort for

H)ne must respoet tho d
^ee that ho is at the last

oaii. reii

rasi)

:

Kastii,'

liod Eaoul. "Don't you

and dopes to he mentioned in tlio will.

nac IS acting as nurse,

The Counters made an oxeu.-o of havinir calls t

tool'

>f an hour 1!

leave, as a precaution airain-t :o>isir>.

urirent el a

of a lif-

ims.

:i"ii| lind saiM'if

M

o pay, and
For this iiuarter

lee(! 1)

rie M- V(

)irn1

treme

which, while to ^ijl

had vet its -ide c,f

y taxing- work. W!

recious lime and most
knew nothing of th.e details

appoaranci^ gay and idle as a

iness and ex-very complicated hiis

1011 two heings, united bv an en-
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I Ken

ove in

(liirina lov(\ load :i lit'.' which o-.u-h day knits thorn more

ilu-. Iv in the hoinN <if i,' i ual (->ii!i.loiicf anil hy ihf intor-

,-iM,ii:e of cnun-^ol over .' .iciiltirs a~ thoy ariso; u'tion two

l:,,,iri"> [lOur forth their >.iii'..\vs. Tiiuhl and niorninii. with

iiiin.'Icd si,i:h>: whm th^y >harr iho ^-'anio suspense and shud-

,1, 1- icp-othiT at a .niniiinn dan-vr. then cvorvthinL^ i-

]n\o acci'unt. Tho woman then ran measarc the 1

an awrtcd pi/.o. tho cn-t of a hurried visit, she ha- her part

HI tlie l.u-mes,. till' hurrvin.u^ tn ,w,.! '•'^. the hopes and

anxieties of the hard-worked, harassed man. If she eom-

plain-. it is niilv of the aetual conditions: her doul)ts are at

re>t. f"r she knows and appreciate-^ the details of his life.

But ill the fipeiiin- chapters of par-ion. when a!! is easerness,

.-iispicien, and demands: when neither of tlie two know them-

selves er each other: when, iti addition, the woman is an

idler. e.\pectin,i: love to stand f,niard all dav at her door

—

one of those who have an i'\a^;L'erated estimate of their own

elaims, and elioo>e to he nheyed even when ohedienee spells

ruin to a career--th<'n love, in Paris and at the present time,

lieeomes a sui>erhuman task. Women of fa.-hion have not

vet thrown ofT the traditions of the eiL'hteenth eentnry. when

every man had his own plac<' marked out for him. Few

of them know anything: of the diilieiilties of existence for the

bulk of men. all with a position to carve out. a distinetion to

win. a fortune to eimsolidate. Men of well-estal)lished for-

tune are. at present, rare exceptions. Only the old have

linie for love: men in their prime are ehained. like Xathan.

to the lmIIcvs of andiition.

Women, not yet reconciled to this chance of hahits. ean-

nr.t hriiiL-- themselves to helieve anv man short of the time

wliieh is >o cheap a commodity with them: they can imaixine

no occupations or aims other than their own. Had the lmI-

'int vanipiished the hvdra of [,erna to tret at them, he

wo"ld not rise one whit, in their estimation: the joy of

seeintr him is evervthim:. Thev are irrateful hecanse he

niaki them Itappv. hut never think of asking what their hap-

piness lias cost him. Whereas.
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devised some stnit.'iL^rni -mli ;i- tiny ali'iund in, thoy flavint

it in your fyi - a.- -otiifthini:' siipi rl.ii ivc. Vdii have wrenched

the iron bars of destiny, wiiilc tluy ha\i' jilaycd with suitter-

fupe and diidoniaey—and yet the palm i- theirs, disnnte were

vain. -M'ttT all, arc they not ri;:iit y 'i'lic woman v.-jio gives

up all for you, should she not receive all? She exacts no

more than she <.nve^.

Kaoul. ilurini: Ids walk home, yiondered on the ditricnltv

of direetin.: at one and the >ame time a fa>hional)lc iniri,i,Mie,

the ten-horse chariot of jnuriiali>m. his tlieatrical pieces, and
his entaimled ]ier>onal affairs.

"It will be a wrcleluMl papiT to-niLrht," lu' said to him-

self as he went: '"nothinj: from my iiaiul. and the second

number too
!"

Mme. Felix de Vandenesse went tlinH' times to the Bois

de BouIo<:nf witiiout seeini: liaoul : she came home a<,dtated

and despairinir. Xatlian wa> determined not to show himself

till ho coald do so in all the f:!ory of a press maL'nate. He
spent the week in lookinj,' out for a pair of horses and a

suitable cabriolet and titrer, in persniidinL'' liis partners of

the necessity of sparinji time so valuable as his, and in <ret-

ting the purcliase put down to the jrenera! expenses of the

paper. Massol and du 'Fillet a<:reed so readily to this request,

that he thouirht them the i>est fellows in the world. But for

this assistance, life would have iieen inipo-sible for IJaoul.

As it was, it became so taxinir, in spite of the exquisite de-

liglits of ideal love with which it was ndmrled, that many
men, even of excellent constitution, would have broken down
under the strain of such rlistractions. .\ vin|(>nt and re-

ci])rocal piassion is bound to hulk larL^ely even in an itrdinarv

life: but when its (ibject is a woman of eon^iiicuoii- ])osi-

tion, like Mme. de Vandenesse. it cannot fail to plav havoc
with that of a busy man like N'athan.

Here are some of the duties to which his passiun irave the

first place. .Almost every dav betwei^n two and three o'clock

he r.-Hle to the Bois de linnlnLMie in the stv1(^ of the purest

dandy, lie then learned in what house or at what tlieatre
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h- niijzlit meet Mine, ijc Vandcms-f' afrain that cvpninj^. Tie

mu-v left a rcfrpt 11)11 till clnsf uikhi inidiiiu'ht. wlion lie had

:i' l.i-t .-uccccdcd 111 >nap]iini: uj) sinnc lunj: watchod-1'or words,

a !. w cniiiil)- of tendtTiif,-.-. artl'idly (lru]i]icd hclow the table,

(.r in a corridor, or on the way to the caiTia^T. Marie, who

had laiinehcil him in the world of fashion. ;:enerally irot him

invitations to dinner at tlie iiou-e> where she visited. Noth-

in_' (oiild lie more natural, liaoiil was loo proud, and also

tno nmch in l(>ve, to >ay a word ahout imsiiie.ss. lie had

!(. nl„ \ rvery eajiriee and whim of hi- iiiiioe(>nt t>raiit : while,

ai ihi' -am" time, following'' dor-ely the debates in the C'hain-

iH r am. the rapid ( urrer.t id' politics, directin.i: his paper,

aiid I riiiLMni: out two plays which were to furnish the sinews

• \ WAV. If evex he a^lod to be let ofT a liall, a concert, or a

i!r;\i. a look of annoyance from .Mine, de Vandenesse was

rnmi.'h to inaki' him >acritice his inierests to lier pleasure.

When he returned home from these en^Mirements at one

ir two in the morning', he worked till ei^ht or nine, leav-

m_' scant time for sleep. Directly he was up. he plunszed

into iMiii-uliations with intlueiitial supporters as to the policy

>'i tile pap-'r. A tlioii>and and one internal ditlieulties inean-

',..]>.< would await hi~ settlement, for journalism nowadays

iia- an all-embracinj: ,i:rasp. Bu>iiie~s. jiublic and private

int<'re-ts. new ventures, the personal sensitiveness of literary

null, a- Well as tlnnr compositions—nothin,<r is alien to it.

Wlaii, iiarassed and rxhansteil. N'athan tlew from his office

t- ih.' tlieatre. from tlu' theatre to the Chamber, from the

< hamiii r to a creditor, he had next to present hini>elf. calm

and -l!liliIlL^ before M.irie. and canter iiesidc her carriage

u!th the east' of a man who has no cares, and whose only

i'U-ini-- i- pleasure. When, a- >o!r roward for so nianv un-

'^^taid arts of devotion, lie found only tlio L'eiuh'st of words

" i'T'itiot assurances of i!iid\in'_'' attai-hmciit. a warm
' --arc of the hand, if bv chance they escaped observation

: 1' a tiioment. or one or two pa--ionate expressions in re-

spf'nsc to iiis own. Haoul In ran to feel thai it was mere

Q'aixotisni not to make known the extravagant price he paid
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for these "iii(Kk'.~t favors," as our I'allitTS might have called

them.

The op])ortiinil\ for an ('xplanalinii was not long of com-

ing. On a lovely April day tlio Countc-s took Nathan's arm
in a sccludril cornrr of the I'>oi- dc Boulogne. She had a

pretty little i|uarrel to pick with him aliout one of those mole-

liills uhiili women have the art of turning into mountains.

Tiiere was no smiling weleotr.e, no radiant hrow, the eyes

did not sparkle with fun oi- happiness; it was a .serious and

burdened woman who met him.

"What is wrong!'" said Nathan.

"Oh I Why worry ahout intler.?" she said. "Surely you

know how eliildisli women are."

"Are you angry with me!'"

"Should 1 he here!'"

"But you don't smile, yon don't seem a bit glad to see

nie."

"I su ppo-;e vou mean that 1 am eross." she said, with the

resigned air of a woman determined to be a martyr.

Nathan walked on a. fiw steps, an overshadowing fear

gripj)ing at his iieart. After a moment's silence, ho went

on:

"It can only be one of iho-e idle fears, those vague sus-

picio'' ;. to which you give sueh exaggerated importance. A
straw, a thread in your hand< is enough to upset the balance

of the world !"

"Satire next I . . . Weil, I expected it,"' she said,

hanging her liead.

"Marie, my lielovcd, do you not see that I say this only to

wring your secret from you!'"

"My secret will remain a secret, even after I have told

vou."

"Well, tell me . .
."

"I am not loved." ~he said, with the stealthy side-look,

whie'.i i- a woman"- instrument for probing the man she

means to torture.

"Not loved I" exclaimed Nathan.
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"\o- von have too inanv things on your n:ind. What am

I ,n the nu(l>t of ihi< whirl "r Vou aiv only too ghul to

;„r^et me. Ye.terday 1 came to the Bois, 1 waited for

vou

"But
"

, ,., i »

••I had put on a new dress for you, and you did not come.

Where were you?"

"But
"

-I c(.uldn-t tell. I went to Mnie. d hspard s
;
you were

not there."

"But "
, J. .1 u 1

"At the opera in the evenin,<r my eye? never left the bal-

,f.nv. Every time the door opened my heart heat so that I

thought it would break."

"But
"

. , ,

"What an evening! You have no conception of such

ngnnv
!"

"But
"

"It eats into life
"

"But
"

"W'l!?"' she said.

"Yes." replied Nathan, "it dna^ eat into life, and in a few

rnnnth^you will have consumed mine. Your wild reproaches

haw torn from me my secret also. . . . Ah! you are

tmt loved? Mv Hod, you are loved too well."

He drew a graphic picture of his straits, lie told her how

t...' sat up at nidits. how he had to keep certain engagements?

It fixed hours, and how. above all thinffs. he was bound to

-urceed. He showed her how insatiable were the claims of

: puper. eom]U'lled, at ri^k of losing its reputation, to be be-

fordmnd witli an accurate judgment on every event that

T-'.k place, and how in'^essant was the call for a rapid

^MTv.v of ,|iie=tions. which cha-ed each other like clouds

over t>'" horizon in that period of political convulsions.

1,1 a niument the mischief was done. Raoul had been told

hv the Marquise d'Espard that nothing is so ingenuous as a

rirst love, and it soon appeared that the Countess erred in
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!

loving' too miicli. A lining- «,iin,,ii nirrts every difliculty with
(Jfli;ilit iiiid Willi (vr-U iininf of lirr |ias-i<in.

" On scrii'ii: iho
paiioniina nf th,-, \-irir,: lif,. iiiirn||,.,l hefuiv Iht. the fdiuitess
was fillci uu!, ii'liiMPatinii. She ha,] |,i,iure(i Xatlum a
{Treat, man. init ri-.u- lie -eenie.l t ran>reii,lenl. She hL'imcd
horsolf lor an e\c.-.ive h,ve. ami he--e'l hmi to eonie only
whou he ua^ at lih.Tty: XathanV amhitions stni^'^'les sank
to nothing: hei'ore the uhiiKc >]u' ea>t to\var<Is Heawn ! She
would wait! Ii..neer,,rili her pleaMire >lion!.l he >aerineed.
She, who ha.l wi.lh.l to he a >lep|,in--Mone. had proved only
an obstacle.

. . . She wept de<pairiii-lv.

"Women, it s.'ems."" >he >aid wiih tearful eves, "are fit only
to love. Men lia\e a tlion-and dilfen'nt wavs of spending
their energy: all we .an do is to dre'am, and pray, and wor°
ship."

So much love deserved a recompense. Peeping round
like a nightingale readv t<. alight from its hrancirheside a
spring of water. >hr tried to maixe snre whether they were
alone in tlus >olitude, and whether no spectator lurked in
;he silence. Then raising her head to Kaoiil. who hent his
to meet her. she allowed him a ki~<. the fir,-t, the only, eon-
ii-ahand kiss she was destined to give. At that in^tan't «he
was happier than she had he.n for five vears. while IJaouI
felt himself rei)aid for all that he had gone tlirouirh.
They had to return to their earriaires. and walked on

hardly knowing whither, ahmg the n-a-l from .\uteui] to
H(.iiIogne. moving with the ,.ven rhvthmie step familiar to
lovers. Confldeiiee eanie to IJaoul in that kiss, tendered with
the modest frankness that is the ,Miteome of a pure mind
All the evil eame from soeiety. not from this woman who was
?<) alwolntely his. The hanl>hips of hi. frenxie.l existence
were nothing now to him : and Marie, in the ardor of her first
passion, was hound, woman-like, soon to foriret them <ince
shr' ..ould not witness frnni hour to Imnr the terrible throes of
a life too exeeptionil to he ,.;,silv irmiirined.

:\rarie. ],onetrat(d hv tli.. -ratef„I ven^eration. characteristic
of a woman s love, hastened with resolute and aelive tread
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,,lon- tho ?an(l->tr('\vu ii\\r\. Like llaniil. -ho spoko but little.

i.ul Uiiil litll'' cam.' I'PMU till- lieart, aiul wai inll of mean-

ing'. The >kv wii> ''•ir; bml- wnv fonninLr on tho larger

irvr- where 'alrea.lv >pots i>[ -re. ii enliveiie.l the delicate

iwii traeerv ; w iii'le the >iinih-. I.ireh,-. \villow>. ami ihiji-

-s, as It. Iiati aire

hiiv -hnw.MJ "their tirst tender ami uii-iili-taiilia

What heart can re.-i-t the harni^iiy uf -inli a -eeiH'

uMs ridW iiiUT])reliiiL' nature to tiie t'uuiiti

uiterpreted the \va_\> (d' men.

"If only 1 were vour llr-t i.'ve

"Voii are" replied l{a<iul

I foliaixe

adv

jjreathed.

•w e iiavc eai h heen the first

t(i reveal true li>vt' l<) tlie other.

Ner did he <i)eak falsely. In [xwini: iiefore this fresh young

!i. art as a man (d" pure life, he heeanu' affeeted l.y the .-.iible

-entinients with whieh he end)rnidered hi- talk, IIi< pas-ion.

at iir.-t a matter of policy and ambit mn ha d heeiime sincere.

Starliii'' from faUehood, he had arrived at trnlh. .\dd to

till.. that all authors have a nalun insiinct. repress^>d only

\v;tli elfort, to admire moral heanly. Lastly, a man ba.- but

attacherl to the

d know this in-
to make e noiiL'h sacrilic-cs in ordiT tu I

•rson demandin"- them. \\ omen

ieci>me

the wor

tuitivelv.
j
ust as eour tesans d<i. and il mav even be thai they

uiiconseioiislv act upon thi' knowledi

The Countess, after her fir^ burst of sur] M'l-e'l

was ( leliirhted to have in-laired so much dev.>tion and !)een

LTratitude,

id

the cause of such astoimdin; teats. The man who loved her

wa-; worthv of her Ramil liad not the least idea to wliat this

lia vin"' at "reatne.-s would cominit himt h H(^ forLTot that no

womaii w ill allow her lover to fa! liilow her ideal of h im.

and that nothing paltry can -ulTereil in a iT'mI. Marie Ine

never heard that .solution of the problem whieh IJaoul had

inclosed to his friends in the course nf the -^iii.per a1 \ er\'

ills stru-'des iv> a man of letter-. t'Mrein; hi- wav upward

trom the masses, liad filled t le fir-t ten vear- earlv man-

hood ; now he was re lived to be loved bv oni- nf the (jinvns

)f the fashionable world. Vanity, without whicli. a,- Ch ini-
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fort P.iid, lovo li;i- ii'i li;ii kliutir, <ii-t;iiiii<l hi? passion, anil

could not fail tu aiii^'iiicni it dav bv ilav.

"Can yi'ii >U''ar In nic," -an! .Maru-, "tliat vmi an- noth-

ing', and iii'vcr will lie aiiMliiMi;. In annthcr woman r"

"My Iilc li;!s no .-pace fur aiMtlnT. even were niv lican

free." wa- hi- I'i'iy. iiiadi' in all .-mciTiiy, ,o imnph'tfly had
Floririr (]ru|ipi'd out of .-ii,'ht.

And -ho Ix'licvcd him.

^\ hcti ihi'v n.achcd iho road wIhto thi' (\'irriairos \v(>rc wait-

in<r, Manr Id go the arm id' Nathan, who at once as>unicd

u rcspi'ctful altitude, a- thmi-h tin- wore a i hanco nicetin<r.

Ill- walki'il Willi lior. hat in hand, a- far a.- iho carriatri'. and
then followrd It down the av.'uuo ('h.-irliv- .\',, inhaliiii: the

dust it raided, and watcliiiiL; tiie droojuiiir iVatliers swavinj;

in the w ind.

In ,<|)ite (d' Marie's ireneroiis resolution- of saerifico, Raonl,

spurrt'd lui iiy passion, eontiniied to appear wherever she
Went: lie adored tiie half-vexed, half-smiling air with which
:die vainly tried to scold him for wa.-ting the time he could
so hadly spare. M.irie hegaii In take l{aoiii"s work in hand,
laid down what he was to do every liour in the dav, and re-

inaiiu'd at hi>m> '•self, so as to h ave him no excuse for taking
a holiday. Slw read his pajier every morning, and she
trumpeted the praises of fltienne I^ousieaii the feuilletonist,

whom she thought charming, of I-Vdicien Vernon, Claude
\'ignon, and all the -tall'. It was she who advi-ed Raoiil to

deal generously witli de Marsay wlieii he die<l, and she read
with dizzy pride flie fine dignified trii)Ute which lie paid the
late minister, while deploring his Machiavellianism and
hatred of ihe masses. Slie was of course present in a stage
iinx at the (Jymnase on the first night of the play, to which
Raoiil was triistiri:/ f,,r the fimd< of his undertaking, and
which sivmed to her, deceived by the hired apidause, an im-
nicnsc -uccess.

"You did not come to say farewell to the opera?"' asked
Lady Dudley, to whose hou.se she went after the perform-
ance.
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"\n- T wiia at till' (iviiiii;!-''. It wa- a fir-t luu'lit."

-l ,,;„•, |„.ar va;i.l.v'UI.-. I I'-l t.> it a. Lnui- XIV. .li.i to

,j T.ni'Ts" -uM Ka.ly Diullrv.
, ,

. , ,

••1-nr inv part." ivinark-',! Mnw, a'K-panl. "I think tli.'V

1,.,,. ,,npr..\r,l vrrv inii.-li. Vau.l-viU..^ iimw aiv rhannm.u'

,,,,, ,,lj,.,, full nl" uii. anil thr wnrk m1' wn clrv.'r iiini. I

, i:',iv th.ni iiiiiiu'ii-i'ly.
'

.•l-i,,. ;|,.tiiiir i- -I ,i-"»"i1 ton." ^aid Marie, •'Tlic pla.v to-

.,,Jit ;,t tl,.' (Iviiina-r wriit .apiiallv: it, -r,'m>'>\ \n Miit iho

,„i"..,-. an.l lli.dialu^nic is >pirit.':l and ainu>ini."

••\ iv-iilar I'.iMnniarrliai- luisiiu— ." said Ladv niidl.'V.

••M. Natliaii i- not a Molirrr y,-t. l)m " said Mm.-.

,l-l'-par'l. with n look at the Connfcss.

-I'.nt h- niako, vatid.'VilK's," .aid Mnio. Charh's d.- Vaii-

(I'l!'--!'.

-And luiniak.s ministors." r.'tortrd Mnio. do MancTvillc.

Th.' ('oinitfs> remain. 'd silent: .lie racked her brains for

piin-ent .pi^-rani^: her heart, burned with rage, but noth-

;;,i.' Kettcr occurred to her than—
"Sonie dav perhaps he will niakc one."

\11 the women ev.-hanL'ed irlanccs of mvsterions undcr-

-faiidiiiL:. When :\Ini.'. .le Vaiuloiiesso had gone, Moina do

Saiiii-ileren cxclaimcd

:

"Whv. she adores Nathan!"

-she makes iio mystery of it," said Mme. d'Espard.

CnAPTER VII

sriciDE

U'lTii tho month of Mnv. Vnndeno?=r fooV hi« wife awav

n ;l„.ir ennntrv seat. Here her onlv comfort was m pas-

.,;(• letters from Haoul, to whom she %''rote everv dav.

Til- alweiiee of the Countess mi-lit po-~ibly have saved

IJiMul from the ahvss over whieh he Imn-j had Florine b.'en

witli him. But he wa> ahme amon-st friend.-, secretly turned
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to .iii'imr.. i'\,r «iiiiv III- ilrt'TiiiinatiMii to tako tli<> wliip

hami li.'iaiii'' |>!,iiii. I'..i' i!i.' iruini'iii he ua- an dlijcct ^r

haliTil t.i hi- -tall". wIm. n-ir\..| li.,ui'\,r t!ir li^rht ot' l.uM
llli: "HI a ru|.-u||liu' liallil III r.i~r h,- failiil. '<r <<\' rrillirillL' t"

liiiii -li^iiM ill' .-urcrrtl. Till- I- tlir uav in ill.' hiciarv wnrh!.
wiiriv |.i ipic aiv I'ririnll^ .,nl\ h. iluar inl'.ii..r<. anil llir ri--

in;: man lia- i\rr\lin,|y aLrain-l liiin Tin- iniiMT-al .|i'alnii-\

in.n-a-i'- iiiir^.M ilii. i|i;iiir>' I'l' nuilpiii i; ;r-. ulm amu-.'
'i''iili'-r ' n\\ imr ,-ii-[iir|.iii. |.|l<,. nMi|.>. ilic\' wnvk ihnr wav
nn.l. r-i.Mind. anil, uiiii all il"'ir inrniiipitcnr.'. jliiil iiiori'

ihan nni' -iiiili- inrmr in iiir (tllii lal li-t>. ulii!.' nallv ai.Ir men
arc >i ru^'L'lniL' ami liim l.in,^: cu'.-li nlinr at tln' ilnnr -if iirnniu-

ti'in. l-"l(innr. wiiii iIm- inlmrn ,:;il'i uf smli unincn fur put-
tinir th.ir lin;.'iT nil ilir ival tlnii,L' ainnni: a llii-nsaml prt'-i'nt-

rnciit- 1^' ,1. wmiiIiI III ,,nr,. have drtictiMl tin.. uniliTharnl

aniMKi-ilv 111' i!ii-i' lal.-r fniinl.-.

i')H! ihi- \va- mil {.'amir- -ivali-t r|.in;;iT. His two part-
ner-;, ilir liarn-i.r .Ma--n| ami tln' liaiil.iT- du Tilli-t. liail i-on-

roivcil till- nlia uf harm --in- hi- inn'L'V to the car in whii-h
tlicv -hnahl lull at fa,-c. with ih.' full intciiiidn of tiirninir

him ailrift a- -onn a- his rfsonrcrs failnl tn keep the jiapcr

/.'oiii^'. (.!• (if wiv-iiiii: it fr.iin hi- hami- the imnni'iit tlu-v saw
thoir way \>> u-int: thi- pcwiTful in-iriinu'iit f<ir their own
purpnse-. Tn iheir miml-. .\alhan ivprc.-rnted -d nineh
capital to run thriiiiL'h. a literary furei'. eijual to that oi ten
ordinarv u riirr>. to i-\pluii.

Ma-ol heli.n-eil t'l till' type of I.arri-ter wlio takes a
flux of wi.ri!.- fur elui|iifn(v ami an w^ary any anilien. , hv
his prolixity, wh,, in ..very L'atherinir nf ni-n ads as a
blij:lit. shriveling "[i their rntliiiMa-ni. vri wh" ;< (leterniinnl
at all (Mwis to he a .-oniehoily. .Ma^-iii's anihition. however.
no lonj:er pointed to the mini-try of jn-tiee. Within f. 'ir

year? he iiad >een five or six men dot hod witli the mhr- of
oilier, and tliis had eiired him of the fancy. Meanwhile he
was ready to a(^-ept. a- -nnicthii.- in iiand. a profc<-.ir-!iip ur
a po-t under the ('"uncil. with -d' cnur-e the ('m-. o| the
Legion of Honor to season the di-h. Du Till.'i and the I^aron
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df Nnf^incrrn harl <rii.ir;iiitc. li lum tli" <'pwj aTid tin' ilc-irfil

I,,,-! if lif fell in with ih.ir \iiw--. ntpl n- !i«' in^Iir''*! t!i<'iii

to j..- ill II li.'ttiT |M.-iiiciii than N'atli.iii I'it fn 'illiiiLr tlu'ir

j'T'iiiii-i-. Ill' rnlhiwci! ihcin liiiinily,

'I'lic li.'tlcr \i> liniMluink Ifanul, the-.' nicii all'iui'l him to

I x.Ti I.-'' inn .lilt riil!iil ii.iwir. I'u 'I'lllil iiiil\ iiiaili' ii~'' nt

thr jiaj" r f'lr lii< -tm k-jnMiiriL: iiitiTr-t-. which urrc uutsiilt'

IJafMil". ki'ii. lie hail. Iihwcmt, alrrailv trivii lia-ti^riiai- tn

uii'l'T-taiiil, throiijli the iJanin <]' N uiniici,. that tin- nr;.'aii

wa- rtailv to '^i\r 11 -ili'iit a'ihi'.iuri t" tin' ( hiv.'nnin'ttt, oil

!( Ill' Kitnlitioii that till' < JiiMi'MiiH'nl -hiMilij -iiji|iMrt ilii 'I'll-

! !"-
( aiiiliiiatiiri' a- -iini --'U- In M. ih' N iii-ip'jrii. v^lm woulil

111- a
I

"If Mini" liav, ami ulm at |ifr-i'iit -at t'.ir a r.aii'ii hor-

riit:h. uhcri' tin' [laiiiT \va- hi\i-hly cii-i-iilati'il, L'rati-. TliiM

WM- liaiiii! jiicki'Vcil liy liotli tlu; hanker and tin' harri-tiT.

will tuuk a hu;:i' (li'li;jht in -I't'iiiL' him hml it at thr nllirt'.

jii.rk.'tiii'j- all till' .L'ain<, a- wi'li a< thr li -•- -iih-taiitial (lt^(•!^

nf \ati;tv ami thf liki-. Nathan ciiiilil imt prai-i' IIumii I'nniit^h ;

iiL'aii'. a- whi'ii thi'v riirni-ht'il his -tahlr-. thcv Wfi-i' "the ln'st

fi'li.u- ill till' uiirlil," ami he iictually hi'lirvnl that he was

lini'lIlL' then;.

Mi'i! lit" iinaLniiation. wlio-e wlinle life i- lia-ed 'm Imjie.

i!"Vrr will admit that in hii-iiie-- tin- nHMiieiit nf d iiiL'er is

til, It when evefythini.' L'ne- to ji wi-h. Such a moment of

*rinit!ph had come for \athan. and he made full n-e of it,

I'ttiiiL'- him-elf lie -cell lioih ill |uilitical and financial circlos.

he 'rilli't introduced him to the \ec!ii'_'en-. and he wa- re-

>;. i| in a mo<t friendly wav hv M me. de Xmin'.'-en. not

^1 much for l:i- own -ake a- for that of Mrne. de \';indene->e.

V' '. when -he alluded to the rounte--. \athan llioiiLrht hirn-

' a marvel of di-eri'tion fur takin_' refuire hcliind Florino.

:.' ' lie ciilarL''''d with L'enerous -elf-eomt'laeem V nil his rela-

'i'l!- 'A'th the act re--, wliidi nothinuT. he declared, could

hrcik. How eould anv nuin ahandnii an assured tiappiness

for the cnqnetrv of the FauhourL' Saint-nennain ^

Nathan. hcLTuiled hv \iici!!'_'-cu and Fia-tiL'nac. du Tillot

and IViondet, lent an o>teiitatious support to the doctrinaire



If

86 A DAr<;ilTEU OF EVE

party in Iho forinatinn of (.r.c i,f tlirir cphomoral oabiuet?.
At tlic ^aiiic time. u,-liiii,_r I" -iai't in |mi1.Iic liiV wiili dean
hands, lie p'ru-cil. uiih iniiili parailc. to ai-crpt anv ^hare in
thf pn.lii-^ "f r-Tlain .MitcrpriM-. whidi luid !,rrii' laiuu-hed
by the help »( ilii> papn-. And ihi. wa-^ th.' man who never
hesitated [n tdinpromi-e a I'rieiid. or \va> Iiaiiipered bv a
scruple in hi- rrlation.- with a ,vriain e!a-s (d' be^ness men
at eriti.-al monieiit>! Smh Martlini: cMturasts, born of vanitv
and ambiiion, may oft,.,) |j,. fniind in careers lik- his. The
mantle niii~t make a liraw show t.i tin- pnblie. but seraps
-aised I'njin a friend will .-erve to |iat,h it.

But in tlie very miij-t of mH hi.- ,-ii. reuses. Xatlian was
roused to .-omo nnea-in,.-,- by a bad ipiarlcr of an hour whieh
he sjient o\er hi- bu.-inc-- aeeount- two months after the de-
parture of the Cunntes^. Dii 'j'iHei had ad\anerd a hundred
thousand fiams. Tho mourv ^'i\,.n hy Kjorine. the third
part of his ori-inal eapiial. had -otio 'iti -rovernnient dues
and in tiie evpni-rs of -tartiu.ir iho papor. whidi were enor-
mous. Tho future had io be provided for. Tlie banker as-
sisted him by acvptimr l)ill- f,,r <iftv thousand francs at
four mo^mhs. and thereby fa.-i,^ned a bahor round the authors
neck. Thanks to this subvention, the jjaper was in funds
apin for six moiulw. In the eyes of nianv literarv men.
si.x months is an et.i-ni:.. Further. l,v dint of putfs and by
sendin- round canva-^ers. wlio offered illusorv advantages
to subseribi'i-s, tliey mana.ired to raise tlie eireujation bv tAvo
thousand This .-^emi-triumpli wa- an incentive to cast hi.s

latest borrowin ITS into the nieltin,L'-]mt. One more effort of
his wits, and a political lawsuit or a sham persecution iniirht
^Mve l?aoul a pLue ainoni.r those modern Condotticri. whose
ink has to-day taken the [tlaee of ^nini)owder.

rnfortunately. these -tep- were alreadv taken when Florino
returned with about liftv thousand fran-s. Instead of set-
tin,i: thi,- aside a- a rc.-orvc. ll.wu]. confident of a success
which wa- hi> onlv -afci\. humiliated at the thouirht of
havin- once bcf.uv .-iccpicd nioiiev from the actress, feeliuf;
that his lo\e liad raised him to a liiglier plane, and dazaled
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])v tho sprr-inui pliiinlit.- of liis llattcnT?, doooivod Flnrine

,,- 1.1 lii> .--iniiUicn, anil oljliu'ril Iht ti -jjeml llic iiioiu'v in

,-rtiiiiL' lip lidiiM' auain. rinli'r piT.-ciit f-irciiiiistanco>, a

.-mart ainl ila>hiiiu'' ^lylc was, lie a>-iircil luM', c-scntial. Tho

a. i;v--. who iuh'i1<m1 11(1 >piirriii;:. ,u'>t intodi-hl for thirty tlinu-

>,i!iil iiaiii-. ln-|rail ft' a Hat. Mtnaric lonk a channing

!;iiii-c ill the Hue I'lL'alli'. whcPc litT old I'rit'iid- laiiif ahout

hi r a.'aiii. 'I'lic hou.-c ot' a Wdiiiaii in |-"ioriiii'"s pusition

.- i!i;i!i.(l a iH'iural L'roin;d, nio>t ciiiivcniciit I'or pushiiiLf poli-

tiiiaii,-. wiio, fdlldwiiii: tlie example ot' I.ouis XIV. with the

luitih. entertained at liaoul's Iiou>e in I'aoul'.s alt-i'iice.

.Nathan hail reserved for the reiiirn of the actress a ]>lay,

t!ii' (hief part in which suited Ik ndiidrably. This vaudo-

siHi'-drania wa.s intended as Itaours farewell to the theatre.

T!ie ncw-pajters, iiy an attention to Uaoul wdiich co-t them

ii'iiiiiiij-. planned ' fi-rehand such an ovation to Florine that

ihi' ( 'iiniedie-Frani.-aise hcL'^an to spe.ik' of enL'ai,MnLr her.

< : lii- piiinted to her as the direct succc--fir uf Mile. Mars.

Tti:- trinni|tli threw the actress so far oil' her hahince as to

liT-vi !ii licre.xan 'njr carefully tlie state of N'alh.an's alTairs;

lur hfe was a whirl of haiupiets and n'\elrv. <,)ueen in a

werld of hustlin.ix suitors. (>i'ch with soinethincr to push—

a

heok. a play, a ha!lel-;:ir!. a theatre, a conipanv. or an ad-

\i rti-i'nient—^he j-eveled in the deJiLi'lits of this press jn-

ilMi'!;ie. wliicli -he pictured as the dawn of ministerial pa-

t;'i't;,-v:e. In tlie iiiiiuth- of th-i-e who fnKpiented her house.

X,:ilian wa- a politician of hiuli siandinir. His scheme would

.i'a-ii III. he Wduld he elected to the Chamher. and heyond

dec'.t li-Mi- a turn at otHce. Iil-;e so many otliers. .Xetresscs

are rarelv slow to helieve what flatters their hop„\s. How
n>];\] Murine, lauded in th" nnticts, mi-tnist the paper or

if- roiitriliutor?? She was too iiinorant of the mechanism
i>f the pre-s to lie uiKMsv ahiiut Its rosourocs. and women of

hi r -tamp \nok onlv to re-ults.

.\- for Xathan. he no lonirer donhted that in the r<nur?e

of tfic next session he wmild cnMie to the front, alonir with

twd former journaliets, one of whom, already in oirio<>, was
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anxious to strcn.Lrthtn his jiosiiion by tiirnin? out hi? rnl-

leagiic.-;. Al'icr >i\ uinntiis ni abst'iuc, N'aUian was j^hid Id

sec Floriiic aj,^ain, and lazily fell back into his old habits.

The coar-c wcb of lii> lilV was covertly cndjroidrrcd Ijy him

with till' iti\clir-t tlnwfi'- of his ideal [la'-iion and with tli'^

plca.-ures .-ciitiereil t)y I''l(irine. ilis letters to Marie were

niaster]iii'ces nt' love. cleLMnce, and .-tyle. He made of her

the ^niidin;r--lar nf his life; he undertonk notiiinu'' withoiii

consulting his LT'iod e'enius. Miseralileai liein;^' on the |Hi|ndar

side, he was tempted at times to jnin the aristocrats; but,

with all hi< -kill in turiiiiiL'' hi~ back on himself, it seomcd

impossible to make the leap fnun left to rii:lit ; it was easier

to p't onice.

MarieV prcciniis letters wi^rc kept in a porlfelio with secret

sprin,<:s, an invention either nf Huret or i-"ichet. the two

nicchaiu^ts who cai'ry nn a war nf emulation in the news-

paper column- and on the walls id" I'ari^ as to the compara-

tive eHicac\ anil nnebtrusivene.-s of their locks. The port-

folio lav in idnrine's new lioiidoir. where IJaoul worked. Xn

one is more ea>ilv deceived than the woman wdio i- u-ed to

frankness; -lu' Ims ho su~pieiiin-, hi can~e she believes herself

to know and see all that gees nn. Moreover. >ince her re-

turn the aclre.-:s took her part in Xathan"s daily life, wducli

appeared to go on Jiwt as usual. It iii'ver would have oc-

curred to her that this writing-case, which she had barely

noticed, and which llaoid made no niystery about locking,

contained love tnken^ in the shap(> of a rival's lett(>rs. ad-

dressed, at liaoiil"- r*e.|Uest, to the "lliie. To all appearance,

therefore. XatliaiTs -it nation wa- of the brightest. He hail

plenty of nominal friend-, 'l"wo plays, at which he hail

worked ieinlK' with nihers. and which had just madi^ a suc-

cess, kept him in Inxurie- and removed all anxietv for the

future. Indeed, bis debt tn hi- friend dii Tillet never gave

him a tnouK'nt'- uuea-ine--.

"TTow can one .-n-peci ,-i friend'"" he said, when now anil

again Hlondei woidi! L'ive utterance |o doubts, wliieh were

natural to his analvtic turn of nand.
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III

•B,it ^u have no nvvd to iVar our ciuinios." .^aui Honi.e.

Nathan -l..o,l up for du 'rilK-i. Du Till.t wa.> ihr bost,

„,..-t .MH.a-iiaturi'd. and nin>t honorable of uini.

li,,- lif,- upon the ti-lit-ropo. without oven a >toa.kin,^'-

1
'.. which ini-ht havr appalKd a in.Tc onln,.k.T who had

'./..',
,1 it^ MH^anin-. was watehv.l hy du •rill.^ with tho

-„,i,.,-ni and hard-lirart.'dui-s of a parvonu. At lunos a

.,,,•,.,. ,n,MV hroko throULdi tho jxonial n.rdiahty of his nian-

n,.r with Nathan, < )no .lay h.' piH-od his hand as ho w;us

i, ;iMP- riunno"s,an<l watched him p't into his cabnoh't.
__

'

'n, re -rocs our damly olf to the Hois in tiptop >tylc," lie

,. . , l/.usteau. the very in.arnation of envy, "and m six

onih- he niav be laid hy tlu' heels in Clichy."^

•N.,1 he:" exclaimed Lou^teau; "think of Fhu'ine.
"

\nd how do vou know, my ^^ood fellow, that lu'Ml keep

Klorinc':' I tell "vou. you're worth a thousand of luni, and

1 ..vpect -ix months will see vou in the editorial chair.""

1„ o.iober the bills fell .lue. and du Tillet -racionsly re-

D, wed them, but this time for two mnnths only, and the

.,,;,ount was increased bv the discount- and by a new loan.

r,,n!i.ie„t of vietorv, Kaotd .Irained his till. .\n ovennaster-

rv deMiv to see him was l)rin-in- the Count.-s back to

,,.u„ a month earlier llian usual-wnhni a few .h.vs in fact

-..-and 1! would uot do to be criiM.lod for lack of tunds when

»!„. niement had come for entering: the Held a.L'am.

TW prn i< alwavs bolder than the ton.uuc. and the letters

-!,. ,vreive<l had rai>ed the Comle-e de Van,l.me-^-e to the

:.i.'.„..t luteh of excitement. Ttiou-hts .-lothed in the tlowers

.friu-tMric can express -o much witlmut meeini- a repul.^e.

>.. -;.,w in Haoul .u,e of the rmc>t intellct^ nt tlie dav. a

.i,.-:,.;,te!v-trun- and unappivciated heart, whieh ;n it> un-

-: ... ,1 nuritv was wonhv of ad(.ration. She wat.-hed bun

• ;„nh a bold hand upon the citadel of p.,wcr. Kre h.ng

,:: Kuiie. -o tunctul m lov<'. w.uibl thunder I rum the tribune.

:
- u;i"~ now entirely ab-nrbed in that life nf mter^'ct-

.; .,n!es. which re.-emb!.' the orbits of the pi,-uieT>. and re-

. :,.. i-Mimd the sun of society as their ceiitri'. Finding no
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flavor in tlio calm pliM^nn - ^,i ln.nii'. she rccoivod the shock
ol" every a,:.Mt,-ili()ii in ilii- wliji liti^r life. ln-oiiL^ht home te

her liy ihr [hii of .-i litrrarv arti-t ami a tnver. She sliowered
ki.-ses nil Ir'KTs wliirh lia^l hccn uiittrii ill ilie thick of press
comhal-. imrloMiril from hours of >tii(ly. She realized
""" ^^l'''i lii'V had eoM and wa- well a,v~iiivd of hoiim his
only |(i\r, uiih no ri\a!s hut ::lory and amiiition. l-lveii in
the depth- of her -oliindo ~ho fonnd oceupatiem for all Ii.t

power-, and ,niihl ,|\v,.j| with satisfaction upon the choice
of her heart. 'I'heiv wa.- no one like Nathan.

Korluii.iiely. her withdrawal into the eountrv and the
barriers ihu.- placed hetween her and Kaoul liad silenced
dl-natuied p.-ip. Durin.i: the la,-t days of autumn, there-
fore. Marie and l.'aoiil were al)le once more to hetriii their
walk- m the |',o:- ,je iioulouMie. their only nieetin.ir-place until
the ,-ea-on opene.l. Ka,,,,! had now a little mnre leisure to
enjoy tlieex,pii-,|e deii-1,1. nf hi.- ideal life, and al.-o to prac-
tise concealment with |-|orine; his work at the ollic had
ceased to he -o hard .-im-e ihin-s were well in train there and
each niemher of the Mall' under-, ood Ins .hitv. Invohmtarily
ho made eompari-ons which, thotiuh alwav.s favorable to
Florine. di.l the Countess no injurv. Kxliaiisted once more
by thevarioii. -hifts to which his pa.-ion. alike of the head
and oi the hearf. for a woman <if fa>hion impelled him.
Kaoul put forth sup..rliiiman eiierev in the effort to appear
simullaneou.-ly on ihiv. dilferent stajrcs—soeietv, the office
and the iireenroom. Uliile Florine. ahvavs pratefui and
takm- almo-t a ])artner\s share in his work and ditllciiltie*
appeared and vanish...! as n-.iuired. and slunvered on him a'

w..alth ..1 suhsrantJal and unpretentious happiness, which
call<..l lorth no reniors... ih.. unapproachable Countess, with
her hungry .ye- had alr..a,ly forgotten his stupen.lous labors
"'yl 'He trouble ,t .dt.u, ..osi Inn, to ^et a passing dimple
"f ner. Horme far from trvin,r to impose her will, would
ict hers..lt l„. tak.ii up and put .lown with the trood-natur.>d
'";i'l''Tence oA a cat. whu-h ahvavs falls on its f.vt and walks
'XI. ^hak.njr us ears. This easy w.w of life is admirably
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fitted to the habit- of hraiii-workors; and it is only in tlio

arti-tV nature to take ful! a(ivanta<ro <i1" it, as Xatlian diil,

whilst not a!>a!i(!iininu' the ptirsuii >>{' that iiiio ideal love,

liiat spleiiilid j)a.-.-ioii. whit-h deliL'lit>'il at uncc his piii'tic in-

still , the irerin nf LM-eatiie-^ in liim, and his smial aiii-

hiti"i.-. Fiillv aware li^w disa.<ti'oiis would lie the etreet of

aiiv ii."'-eretioii, ln' tnhl hii'i-rlf it wa.- i!!i|ii»s-ihle that either

thr Cuinte-s or l-'iiTine >lii)iild liiul (u:t anythiim'. The ehasin

1). t ween them was too <:reat.

With the hei^inninLr of winter IJaonl onue more made his

appearaiiee in soiirty. and tlii> limt> in the lieyday of his

jrl'irv: lie was all Imt a per-i»naire. Hastiirnae. wlio had fallen

with the (Joverniiieiit which wt'iit to pieces on de Marsi'v's

iji'iith. leant n]>on K'aoul. and in p'tiirn ixave him tlie support

iif tiis ^'ood word. Mine, de \'andeness(' was curious to know
whether iicr hii-liand had ehan<:ed his ojiinion of Uaoul.

.\fier the lapse of a year she (nie-iioned him airain, in the

expectation of a siirnal rcvcn^^e. sui-h as the noblest and least

earthlv of women do not disdain; for we may bo sure that

ilie an<:els in heaven have not lo-t all thought of self as thoy

ran.:e themselves round the throne.

"That ho should lieciuiie the tofij df un-erujiulotis men
wa< ttie one tliiiiLr lacking' to him." replied the fount.

Felix, with the keen insiijiit of a jiolitieian and a man of

the world, had tlionniLrhiv u-aui:ed Raoiil's position. Tie

calmlv explained to his wife Imw the attenijU of Fipsehi had

nsiilted in rallyinL' many lukewarm people round the in-

terests threatened in the ]ier-on of Foiiis-Philippe. The
< onijiaratively neutral paper- would go down in eirculation

a- journalism, alonu' with }iolilic-, fell into more definite

line-. If Xath.in had ])ut his capital into his paper, he

would sodii ln' dune fur. 'l'lii> -ummarv of the situation, so

'lenr and accnrale in -pile nf it- brevity and the ]>urely ab-

-traet piiint of \iew fi'oni which it was made, and coming

fiieu a man well u-eil to calculate the chances of party,

frii:h.tened Mine, dc \'aiidenc.v-e.

"Dii vou take much interest in him then?" asked Folix of

h:.- wife.
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'Oh! I ike hi- liiiiMiii-. ;inil he ta Ik. Wf

1 f

Thf rcpiv canii- .-o iiMtiirally tluit it did not rouse thf

Cniint's sn-|iii-i"iiir..

At t'iMir (i"i Idik iic\t day at Miiit". d'lv-pard's. ^lario and
Eamil ln-ld a IniiLT \\ lii-n>rii| crrncT-alinn. 'I"!i(^ Cotmtfs-;

pave cxjin --inn \n trai- wliicli li'adiil di--itiatrd. nnlv too irlad

of this o]ipui'tiiiiity to dania.O' tlif Ini-hand".- autlioritv under
a battery ot' e|iii:raiii-. ile hail his reveivjc to take. The
Count, thn.> handled. a[ii.i:irei. a man of narrow mind and he-

hitiii the da\. who indeed ihi' lleviduiion uf dulv liv the

standard of the lie.-toralioii. and -hut his eyes to tlie triumph
of the middle-ehiss. that ni'W and suh-taiitial factor to be

roekoned with, fnr a time at lea.-t if not pertiiaiientlv, in

every society. 'I'he trreat feudal I'U'ds of the pa-t were im-

possible now, the reitrn of true .merit iiaii he^'un. Instead

of wei^diin;.' \vi!l the indirect and impartial warning he had
received fr<.m an experienced politician in the expression

of his deliberate opinion, Iv'aoul made it an occa.-ion for dis-

play, mounted his >tilt.-. and draped him.-(df in the purple
of success. Where i- the wfunan v. ho would not believe her
lover rather than her hu>iianfl!-'

Mnie. de VandenesM . reassured, ]ilun<:ed once more into

that life of repressed irritation, of little stolen pleasures, and
of covert hand-pressinijs which had carried lier throu<,'h the

precedinu' winter: but which can have no other end than to

dra^-- a woman over the houiulary line if tlie iiuin she loves

has any spirit and chafes a.irainst the curl). Hapfiilv for

her, l^aoul. kept in check by Florine, was not dani:erous. He
was en;:ros-ed, too, in business which did not allow him to

turn his ,i:oo<] fortune to account. Xevertheless. some sudden
disaster, a renewal of dilTiculties, an o: tburst of imj)atience,

mii:h; at any momcTit jirecipitate the Counte-s into the abvss.

liaoul was lieconiinLT conscious of this disjtosition in Marie
when, towards the cik! ef December, du Tillet asked for

his monev. The wealrhy bank(>r told l?aoul he wa^ hard up,
and advi-ed him to l.i.rrow the amount for a fortni^it from
a money-lender called (ii^^onnet—a twenty-five per cent
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Providence for all voung men in .liHlcultie.. In a few days

,1„, paper woul.l niake a fn-h tlnarnal start w,th the new

v,..,r there wouhl he cash in the eountin-lmus... an.l then .in

•'r.llet would see what he e.mhl do. Be>ules, why should not

Nathan write another play? Nathan was to- pnn>d no to

n^olve on pavin- at any eost. Du TilK. .'ave hnn a let er

f.,r the nione^-lender, in re<pon<e to whirl, (li-unvt handed

,,„„ the anunint re,,uired and took hilU payahle in twenty

,ln- Haoul. in>tead of havin- hi- .u.]>n ion- nni-ed hy this

a;r.,„nnodatin^' nreptiun. was nnlv nv.v d that he had not

„k..d for more. This is the way with men of ihr -reat.^st in-

trUeelual p..wer: they see only matter f^r plea>anlrv ,n a

•nav,. predicament, and reserve their wits for writin- honks, as

thou-di afraid there mi-ht not he en(Ui-h of them to ^o

round if apidied to dailv life. Ua-uil toM Flonne and l.lon-

.1,.. how he ha.l spent, his niornin-: he drrw a faithful iM<'turo

of (;i-„„net and his surroundin-s hi^ eho;,n tlnir-de-his wall-

„,,H.r his -tairease. his a>thmatie hrll. Ids sta-foot knoeker,

111- worn little door mat. his hearth as devoid of (ire as his

'h at his new '•inich^
(vc: he made ihein lau

(111 'I'lllel's professed ne

surer caused them the least uneasine

ind neither

(1 of inonev nor t he f acilitv n

iisu
i^.—One can't ac

f the

count

for everv whim I

•He has onlv taken ilfte(>n jier cent from you

(let; "he deserves vour

;aid Blon-

hanks. At twentv-five they cease

!o he <:entiemen: at fiftv. usury liej,nn; at this fitrure they

ailv contemptil )le

•('onteni|itil)le! '-rii't lonne "I should like to know

\\lui'li o f vour friends would lend you money at this rate

without ])osin,i: as a henefactor

•She is (juite ri izht; 1 am heartily glad to he quit of du

•s del)t. id I\aoiil.

Most mvsterious is this lack of penetration in re,<:a

i.ir private affairs on the part of men ireperallv si

ted! It mav he that it is imp

rd to

kcen-

-i-h

fa!

for till' mi nd to be

V equipped on evervt' sidi it mav i,f that artists live too

relv iri the present to trouble about the future; or it ma> i
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be that, nWn\< on the lodKont for tlio ridiculous, they are
blind to trap-, .md caiiuot lnlicVf m any (;ir' daring to fool

thc'iii.

The end !id not tarry. Tw-Tity days later the bills were
protested: hill III tile (,,iiri |-'|,,riiie had a respite of twenty-
five da_\' ap|ilieil fur ;iii,i -r.iiited, Kaouj made an eirorl

to see wlier he >in(id: lie >eiit I'or tile hooks; and from these
it appeare.i that the rcrripi> of the paper covered two-
thirds of tlie eo-t. and that ilie cireiilatioii was troing down.
The i^real man heeame iiiiea-y and ;:looniy, hut oiilv in th^'

company id' Floritie, in whom he coiilidid. Morine advi-cil

him to horrow on the xniriiy of pLiys not yet written, sell-

ing them in a lump, and pari in-- at the .-ame time with th-
royalties on his acted plays. Hy this means Nathan raised
twenty thousand fram-. and reduced his debt to forty thou-
sand.

On the Kuh of l''chriiary the twenty-five davs e.xpired.
I)u Tiilet, determined to oust .Nathan, as a rival, from the
con.-titueiK'y. where he intended to >tand himself (leaving
to Massol anothiT which was in the pocket of the (iovern-
nient). got (iigoniut t<) refu-^e K'aoiil all quarter. A man
laid hy ilie hrcN U<v deht ,an liardiv ]. resent himself as a
eandidaic; and the enihr\o mini-icr iiii;ilit disappear ip the
maw of a dehtor'< pri.-on. Murine liciv^df was in constant
communication with the hailill's on account of her own del)t».

and ill this cri>i-. the only rcsounc' left to her was the "II"
of .Medea, fur her furniture was .-cized. The aspirant to
fame heard un every >\iU' the (rack of ruin in his freshly
reared hut ha-ele^> fahric. Cne.pial to the task of sustain-
ing so vast an enterprix'. how could he think of beginning
again to lay the foundations:' .Nothing remained, therefore,
but to perish heiieaih his cruiuhling visions. Hi.* love for
the Countess Mill hrouuht lla-lu- of life, hut milv to the
outer inask: within, all hope wa< dea<l. Fie did not suspect
du Tiilet

: the usurer alone lil|e,i hj^ view. Rastignac, Blon-
det. Lousteau. Vernon. Fiiiut. Ma-^-ol. carefully refrained
from enlightening a man of such dangerous energ}-. Ras-
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tignac, who aiincil at L'rttiiiL' back to [)nwor. made common

,au>c with Nucm^irii aii.l du 'l'ill<t. 'I'lu' rt'-t found infa^iin-

!,." .!rlii:lit ill wait hini: tlif cxpirins: a^'ony of one of their

((.iiiiades. Kinvii ted of tlir tiinie of aiiinntr at niastiTV. Not

,,ii.' of them wniild hivalhi' a word to Kloriiie; to Ikt. on the

,,,iiii,irv. tliev weir lull of liaoiil's ])raises. "N'athanV

•-li ,uldcrs were lii'oad enoii,i:li to hear tlie world; ho would

, Hill- out all ri,L'lit. iio fear '."

•'I'hi' circulation went u]^ two yesterday." -aid I^londet

..olcnmlv. "liaoid will hv elected yet. A.- soon as the Imdjrot

1- iluonuh the di-^-olution will l)e announced."

Xatliaii. doLi-vd hy the law. could im loiiu'tT I'lok to inonoy-

Iciidrs: I'lorine, her furniture di-trained. had no hope h-ft

-;i\. in the chance id' inspirinir a pa-~ion in sonic L'ood-naturod

I'ncl. who never turns np at tiic riirht moment. Xatlian's

l'iii'iid> \vei\' all men without money nr en'dit. His political

. iiaiHcs would lie ruined liy his arrest. To crown all, he

-aw I'.ini-elf pledged to lni<.'e ta.^^ks. jiaid for in advance: it

w,i< a lioiiomiess pit of linrrors into which he uazed.

licfiire an outloek <o tlireateninix his s(>]f-confidence de-

; ;tcd him. \V(Mdd the Comtesse de Vandenesse unite her

fat'' to liis and f1y with him? Only a fully developed pa--;ion

an lirini: a woman to this fatal step, and theirs liad never

li.Miiid them to each other in the mysterious ties of rapture.

I'.'vcu snpposinir th/ Countes- would follow him abroad, she

Hnii;,! ,-,,uie ]iennile<~. bare, anil stripped, and would prove

nil added burden. .\ proud man. of second-rate quality,

':'
. Xathan. could not fail to ser' in suicide, a- Xathan did.

'l'" -wnrd with which to cut this Hordian knot. The idea

of o\erthrow. in full view of that society into which he had

wnrked hi- wav. and which be had aspired to dominate, of

l''r>iiv_' the Countess (Mithroned there, while he fell bai k to

'•lin the mud-spattered rank and file, was unhearalile. M.id-

I!' " danced and rani: her bells before the door of that airy

I'libiic in which the poet had made hi- home. In thi-: e\-

tpinitv. Xathan waited ujion chance, and put off killing him-

rclf till the last moment.
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During th.- last days, occiiiiinl with ilit> notico of judg-
iiK'iit, Ilic writ-, ami luililicatinii nf unlcr of arri'st, ijaoul
could not siiiitrd III ihruwin;: nlf that <(ildl\ .-mister look,
obsfTVfd by noiidii;.' |Md[,|,. [<, haunt llios.- markfd out for
suicide, or wh^-c miiid.- imv ducllin;: on it. The dismal ideas
which tlK-y londlc ta>l a ;,'ray. j:l(.oiiiy >hadc over tlic fore-
head; tiii'ir sMiiJi- is vaiTUtiy nininoii-. and tlicv move with
solemnity. 'I'lic iinhapiiy untdics .<cem resolved to suck
dry tlie j:o|drIl fruit of life; they ea>t appeaiiriu^ ,i:lanee> on
every side, the toll of the |ia-Hni: hi'll i- in their e;irs. and
their minds wandir. 'I'lioe atarimm: -ym|iioms were per-
eeived hy Marie one rii.-hi at l^ady Dudley "s. Ifaoul had re-
nuiined alone on a sofa, in the h.mdoir, while the rest of the
company \ver(> eonver^iii;: in the dra\vin;:-room ; wh,.,, the
Countess came to the door, he did not raise h\< ||,.;id ; he
heard neither .Marie^ hrratli ii.>r the riiMie of h, r -ilk dres.s;
his eyes, stupid with pain, were fixed en ;, tjower in the car-
pet. "Sooner die than ah.lieate." was his thouj,dit. It is not
every man wIm. has a Saint-II'lena to retire upon. Suicide,
moreover, was at that time, in vo^r,,,, j,, j.,,,.i,. „.|,.,, j,,^^^
suitable key to the mystery (,f life for a seeptieal soeiety?
Haoiil then hud jii.-t re>olv,.d to put an (>nd to himself. He".
spair must be proportioned to hope, and that of IJaoul could
find no issue but the grave.

"^yhat is the matter?" .-aid Marie, flyinir to him.
"N'nthinir." he replied.

I/overs have a way of u. ;..^r ,|,j^ „.ord "nothinfr" which
miplies exaetiv the oppo-ite. Marie p,ve a little shru<r

••^^hat a ehild vou are!" ..he said. "Something has" gone
wrong with you?"'

'•Xot with me." ho said. '-Reside.." he added afTection-
ately. you will know it all too soon. :Marie."
"What were yon thinking of when T came in?" she said

with an air that would not be denied.
".\re you determined to know the truth?"
She bowed her head.

"I was thinking of you; I said to myself that many men
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1,1 lia\f wiArnl I'l In' lovtd wilhuut rwcrvc

:

I .1,11 l.iM'.l. am I not

•V -he MIK

I'.r.iMHu thf ri-k of iiitrrru|,linii. I.aoiil p lit 111- iirin pHiiiil

I drew lu'i' near fimu;^!!
Ii' r. an

.(, Ill' cunliiimMl

t(i k 1-- !U' I- .III till' tiircln'ai

Aii.l 1 am Iravin,!.' yu purr ami fnv tmii, ri'iMi'i'-i'

lu'li! ilra;_' ynii into

111 ai voiir Maiiilf>s ^'lory.

nk

One thniii:lit. tliniij.'li, liaunl.-
the al)\r-. l)Ut vou -tami uiioii tli'' lin

•What tlmujilitr

•Vuii will ilojtisi' nu"

1|.' Mill led a prniul sinilo.

•^,-. vou will iicv. r hcliivc ill

1 tiu'ii tlicv will slaiiilt r
Villi ; am
I iilH l'l\l'

tho lioliiu'ss (if iiiv l"v»' for

mc 1 know. No wom.m lan

rai-< oil

lidW, from out ol the

r cvt's to liravcn in

nil m wnicii wr wallow, W<'

rii'iia lit >tar—some

-nmlr-hcartfil wor>liip o| -onu'

till- ailoration with
lev mix lip I"

on>|.aiiifiil (iuc>ti

mtillrct ami poi

Mane. '1'

thov caiiiiot iinilcr-taml that men ot IllL'll

til' \ isioii aiT aiiU' to wran their >oiiis trom

altar,

.ir^l

a-urt' an.l ktvp them to lay ontir.' u\^'

Ami vet, Mario, our divolioii to

in .-omc chiTi >h('d

ihi' iiloal i- nioro

nt than yours; wo cinhod

not ovfu sei'k for it in us."

V it in a woman, wtuh sho d(JCS

•Why this ctVusion? s

o has no misizivinj.

i am leaving' France: you

ho said, with the in )n V of a woman

wi 11 l(>arn how and why to-

iiori'ow from a Icttor which my servant will brin<r yoi Fare-

wi 11, Marie."

Haoul went out. after ;>re>sin iX the ronnte?s to his heart

in an ajroiiized embrace, an 1 K'ft her dazed with miser\

•What is wronjr. (learr" said the Marq Ul^e (1 ,-pard, com-

to look for her. "What has M. Xathan been ^avim \h

', ft us with quite a melodramatic air. You must have heen

ii rrihlv foolish—or terrililv jirudent."

I'he' Countess took Mme. d'EspardV arm to return to the
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ilr.nMn^'-rooiii. uli.iv. Il^w.^.t. ^Iir ..nlv sti,v<-,| a f.Hv in

••|'.'rli;ip- .!„• I- -.,in_' In hrr Hi-i ;i|,ih,iiiI inmt." -aid L.nl,
I)tl(llr\ tu l!|, Marchlnlic.,.

"I >liull iiiakr -lire a- l(, ihal." ivpli,,! Mm. .ITl-panl. wli.
I''" '' "lit I' !) I'mIIuU tlir ( mIIIiI,.-,' lalTl.TT.

'•'" ''" '"III"' "I Mil"'- '!' \ .lll.lrni—! tu.,k thr r.M,l tu til,

FanLuin- St, ll,,,,.,,-.'.. \V|„.„ M,„„ ,l-|.;.|,„,,| ,,„t, .,,.,! Iht
ii'MlM', -hr -aw til,. Culllllr-- .IriM,,;., ;,|„„,_^ ,|„, hiuhniir" ill

"" ''"'"""1 "I' ill-' l.'ii- 'lu i{..h,f. M,,ra. wr„t tu lM..iri,i,t

"<" '" -l--''p. aiHl -[Milt tlir iiiulit 111 tva.liii- a \,.\a.'r to til.-

N'Ttli I',,!,.. ,,r uhi.li -|„. ,li,| nut tak.. m a wnn|.
At liair-|.a-l .i-lit iM.M innrniii-. -h.. -,,i ;, |,,tt,.r ff-.tii

'^"""' •""' "l'"i''l 11 111 r.'v.ri-li l,a-|r Th.' l..tt.T hc.raii
with the . ki--i( |,|ifa-,.:

".My I..\.,| .111,.. uli.n ihi- |,:,,„,,. I, 1,1 v,,||p |,.,,j,|,_ I ,[,,,]]

be no iiiofc."

Sh.' rva.i 11., fiinli.T. |,nt , ni-liin- il„. ,,.,,„.,• u-,t|, a n.TVon.
motion, ran- lor Iht hkimI. Iia>tilv put ..n a 1....... noun and
till" first pair of -h,,,- that ram,, to han.I. wrapp...! a ^hawl
roiin.l li,T. to,.k a honii.t. aii.l th.n w.nt ,.ut. in^trurtuKr
h.T riiaul to t.H iho Cmnt that -h,. iiad -one to iicr M^tcr
Mine, (hi Tilht,

'

"\Vh,T,. ,li,l yon h.avo your master:-- >ho a-kcl of Raoul's
servant,

"At the lli'W-pap.T ollic,.."

"Tiikf nic there," slie <aid.

T,. the amaz.ui.ent of th,. hou-,.hohl. ^he I,.ff the hon<;o on
foot !»'lon. n:u,. ,,',.lo,.k. vi-il,lv .li^trau-hi. Fortunately for
her. th,. mai,i went to t.Il th,' C.unt that h<.r mistress ha.I
.jnst rec'ived a leti.r fn.iu Mine. ,lu Till.'t whieh Iiad vpsot
luT v.Tv mu,h. an.! tliat >h,. ha.l start. -.l in a -tvat hiirrv
for h,.r M-ter's h.ms,.. ae,o,npani..d hv il,.. ..Tvant who had
l.ron.'ht th,. l,.ft,.r. Vaude,,.^-,. wait,.! for further evplana-
liniist.ll hi< w,f,.-s r,..nrn. T!).. Cuuut,-- t:nt a .-ah and was
l.orn,> rapullv to th.. olliee. At thai time of .lav th,. spaeious
nmn.s ,K.eupi,.d by th,. paper, in an ,.M hous,. i„ the Kue
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,..,,.,.,,„ ,v.n- ,1.-. if,l. Tliv .M.lv n,rnpant wnn an at-

,„l.int. «i ;.-l-.n-lH.,..,! u.i^ -na. uIhm a prrMv and

,r.,r,Hlr,l >nun.- u-muu ni.h.'^l -M-
an,l (l.'i..aiid.',l M.

'V'!"i". t lir i« with Ml!.-, ri-rmr.- hv tvpllrd, taklML' thf

i\;il, Ki iii ni. iiiakiii;,' a sci'iic

••\\ ill IV ill"'- li'' ^^""'^ '" ''"' •'''''''

•In .1 Miiall rii"!ii. th.' ki'.v iif wlii.li I.- ill In- l-ockct."

"l niiiM L.'i> llii ri'."

I
1,,. „,,,„ !,,! ii, r I., a dark rn-.m. Innkiii;: out <.n a luck-

, ,,,1 uhi'ili li.iil h.riHiTlv li.i.n Ihi' ihT-m.-clox't attacli.'d t..

^ ,^|,„,, |,.,i,,„,|„. Till- .l"it mad.' an a.^U' witli thr lu'd-

,,„.',„" „, '.vlnili III- rr.i- fi.r Hn- ("''l -till n'.namrd. By

,,„,„,„' 111.' liiMln.iuii vvmdinv. tlir Cmint.-^ wa-< ahlr l<. see

MuMii'di that of thr cli.Mt what wa- hapi-i'Mini.' within.

X,,,),;,„ lay in ih litnnal ihair. thr drath-ratth' in hia

"•Hrcak oprn that 'li"-r. and l-ll nn i.nr' 1
wil' p'.v vmi

,., k,...|, Mliiur.- >hi' .M"l. '•^'•"I'l >">' ^'" '•'" ^' '•'"'•'"

I- 'IviiiJ.'''"'
. ,. 1

•

•ri,. inan w.'iit ti. thi' rnini.ii-itiir- rn-mi t- tetrh an mm
,i,;,M with winrh t.) lorir thr diinr. IJaiHil wa^ killin.Lr him-

-,.'r \i\-v -onir i.iiiir wiirk-.irirl. witli thr fuin.- frmn a pan of

,|,.,r,.,,al III' hiid ju.t finished a httir to Hlnndrt. in which

I.,.' lH..r.r,.d him to'attnhutr lii> dratli t.. a tit of a] pli'xv.

11„. ("nnnli's. was jii-t in tiinr: -hr had IJaoul .arri.'d into

h.. ,al.- and nut kn.win.i.' wii.Tc to .L'.'t him looked after, she

u,nt to a hotel, look a room there, and >ent the attendant

,, iVtrli a doctor. Itaon! in a f.'W hours was out of danL'-'r;

;,,- till. Cnnnte-s did not leave liis h.'dside tiU si,., had oh-

...inid a full .onfe-Mon, When the prostrate wre-tler with

^,,ti' liad poured into Iht heart the terrihle eleL'v of his -uf-

', nn-s. sh.' returned home a pivv to all the torturini: faneies

. hi. ii till- I'venin- t.efnre had hrooded over Nathan's hrow.

Leave it all to nus ' -he ha ' said, hopimr to win him back

'"
' =

*"•
. •• , 1 L--r

"Well, what is wronu' with your sister.- asked felix, on

^1 r.iri<: his wife return. "You look like a ghost."
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"It is a frijrhtfiil Mchv, bni I mu-i ktrp it an nh=oluto
secret," she replied. MunniMimm ;,]i Ikt stivii-ih m |)ut (iii an
appearance of ((iiiipii-iirc.

In order lo !„• aloiir and aldr to ihink in prarc. -Ii,- went
to the opera m liie rvrniii-, and ili-nce liail -..lie on i,, un-
bosom her woes to Mine, dli 'rillet. A 1 1 er de^T! I,i llL.' th(>

.ghastly -cenc of th- ln..rninL^ >lie inipioivd her MMerV ad-
vice- and aid. XeJilKrof iheni liad an idea ilien ih.n it was
du 'I'lllet uliose hand hail put i!ie niaieh m ihat vul;rar pan
of charcoal, the si-hi ,,( xvhieh had -., diHiiave.l Muu: de
\ andcnesse.

"He has no one hut nic in the world, " .Marie had said to
her sister, "and 1 -hall not fail him."

^

In these \vord< niav he read the key te, wonien's hearts.
They i)ecoinc heroic in the a-surance of heiii^- all in all to
a great and honorable man.

rilAPTFR VIII

A I.OVKl! SAVi:i) .\M) LOST

Du TiT.LKT had heard many speculations as to tlie ?roater
or less probability nf his sister-in-la\v"< low fe.r N'athan;
Init he was one of tho-e who deemed jhe lini^fn, incmiipatible
with that e.xisti ,;: belween h'aoul and Flornie. or who denied
it on other -ronmN. In hi- view, eiiher the actress made the
Coiintes.- inipo-iblc. or rirr ;er.v,;. P,ut when, on his return
that evcnini:. he found his sisler-in-law. whose a;:itation liad
l)een plainly written .m Iut faee at the opera, he surmised
iliat Haoul had conlided his pliiiht lo the "ountes^. This
meant that tlie ("oimte-s loved him. and had come to heir from
.Marie-KuLTenie the amoi nt due to ,,!d (iij^onnet. Mmo. du
Tillct. at a loss how to ( \plain th - apparently miraculous
in-;ii:ht. had beti-ayed -o miah coufn-inn. th,-it du Tillct'- sus-
I»icion became a eerfaintv. The hanker was confident

f r
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that ho could now ;:et h<il<l of th.- clue to Natlian s intri.irucH.

No one knew of tlie poor wretcli who lay lU in a private

h„i,.l in tiie Hue du Mail, under the name of the alfiidant,

K,-,n,rnis guillet. to whom th.- Count,-- had promi>ed five

hundr.'d franc> as the reward for silm.-c on the events of the

m-ht and mornintr. Quillet in eon^equrnec had taken the

pr'eautinn of tellin^' the po^tn^^^ tliat Nathan was lU from

(ivrrwork. It was no surprise to du Tillrt not to >c.. Nathan,

for it was onlv natural the iournali>t shouhl ken], in hidmj,'

from thf hailitfs. Wlien the detectives came to make in-

ouirv, thev were told that a lady had hecn then' that inorn-

im''and carried off the editor. Two days elapsed hefore

tli'ev had discovered the uumher of the cah. questioned the

• inver. and identified and exploivd the liouse in which the

j„.nr insolvent was c.uiiin- hack to life. Thus Mane's war)'

tiKtie- had won for Natiian a ri'spite of three days.

i:aeh of the si.sters passed an a-itated ni-lit. Sueh a.

trendv casts a lurid li-ht. like the ^rlow of its own charcoal,

upon ih.' whole suh-tance of a \\U\ throwin- out it- slioals

and rc'fs rather than tlie hei-!il. which liith.Tlo had -struck

t!ie eve. Mine, du Tillet. overcome hy the fri,;:htful si)eciacle

of a vonnir man dvins: in his editorial diair. and writin- his

li-t words with Koman stoicism, could, think of noihinir but

how to help him. how to re-tore to life the lu'inu' in whom

!!er >i-ter"s life wa~ hound up. It is a law of ilie mmd to

Innk at elTects liefore aualyzin- <-anM-. Fiiirenie once more

approved the idea, which 'had occurred to her. of anolvin,i:

to i;,e Raronnc Delphine de \ucin,-en. with ^-hom siie had

a <V:mn<j: acipiaintance. and felt that it promi-ed w(

i!;,. ._r,.„,.ro«ity natural to those whose heart-

irroaml in the pidir-hed mill of societv. "Mnu

'.riiiiiieii to take everythintr upon licr-elf.

The Coiinte-s a'jaiii. happv in haviuLT -aved Nalhan'- hfe,

!=r.ent th- niLdit in -cli.'iiiin.ur how t" lav lier liand- on forty

lho,i=aTd frar.c-. In -ueh a cri-is women are hevond i>raiso.

Tnder the impulse of fedin- tlh-y li-ht upon contrivances

which would excite, if anything could, the admiration of

With

lavi' U'lt been

(111 Tillet de-



102

thi

A DAICIITEH OF EVE

:, brokiT.-:, iisiirci-s. th'i-i' three iiioro or less licensed

classes of men who live hy iheir wils. 'I'he ('(mntess would sell

her diaiiiniids and wear faUe one-.. 'I'hen >he \va< for asking'

Va!idenes>e to Liive her the money for iier ^i^ter. wiioni she

haii alf ady n>ed as a jirelext : hnt -he \va^ too hiirh-minded

not to lei-il from such dei.Tadini: expedient-, which occurred

to her only to he rejected. To L'ive Vandenesse"s nionev to

Nathan! .\t the very tlion.irht she leaped up in bed, horrified

at her own haseiie--. \\'<'ar faNc diamonds! her hushand
would find out sooner or later. She would po and beir the

money from the I!oth-i hilds. who had so much: from the

Arciibishop of Pari-. who~e duty it was to succor the poor.

Then in her extremity >he ru.-hed from (uie reliunon to an-

other with impartial prayer-. She lamented heinir in op-

position; in old days she coi, 1 have i)orrowed fro persons

near to rovalty. .She thou-lii of applyiiiL^ to her father. But
the ox-judi:e had a horror of any hivach cd" the law; his

children had learned from e.xpr-rieiici^ how little svmjiathv
he had with love trouhie,-; he refu.-ed to liear of them, he had
become a misanthrope, he could not awav with intriLTue of

any description. As to the Comtesse de (iranvillo. she had
gone to live in retirement on oik^ of her estates in Xormandv.
and., icy to the last, wa- eiidini: her day-, linchiim- and pray-
ing, between priest- and nioiu'y-hac'-. Kven were th(?re tinu>

for Marie to reach liaveav. would her mother i:iv(> her so

larpe a sum without knowiii'.'- what it wa< wanted for? Tni-

apinary debt-!' Ye-, no~cil,lv her favorite child ini<rht move
her to compas-ion. Well, then, a- a la-t resource, to Xor-
niandy the Counters would l'o. The romte ,]c Granville
would not refuse to e-ive her a [tretext by <endin,sr false news
of his wil'e's seriou- illiie.--..

The trai'cdv which liad iriven h(u- <uch a shock in the
ninrniii','. the lare ^he had lavi..hed on Nathan, the hours
passed liv hi- bod-idc. the hro'-eu tale, the a'jeiuv of a irreat

mind, the carer of -rniiN cut -hort liv a vulirar and iirnoble

detail, all rii-iied upon h-r nicniorv a- -o luanv spurs to love.

Once more she lived throu.-h every heart-throb, and felt her
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' ,. .tron-er in the h.mr of NathanV alm^rm.'nt than in that

'

.'in, .u.vc-. Wniil.! ^h,. hav.' kis-."! iliat forrh.M.l cn.Nvncd

,,;/,,,„
,,v H.., h.art an.w.n.l: No. Th.; parnn-

,.,,a. Nathan ha,l ^pok-n m Iut in I>a,lv Du.lhn- . 1 M.doir

,
.,„,i„,l l„.r un^p.akal.lv hv thrir n-h'.' (h.-nitv. \\ as ovor

,,,', W..11 nior." sanuh-y What fouUl he more heroic than to

',,.,„.i,„ l.appu.- Uvai^e it wuuhl have made her mt.ery ^

ri,,. ( nuntc- ha^l loiiLM-l f,.r ~rn-atinns m her life, truly she

i,„l , ucakh of them unsv. fearful, a^'oni/in.tr. and yet dear

,,',
!.,.r Her life seeiiir.l fuller in jniin than it ha,l ever been

in pl.a>ure. With what eesta^v she repealed to h^'i^^'lf- ^

!,av'. sivd him alreadv. and 1 will >av. hnn a.L'am
.

She

,,,,.,,,1 hw crv. "Onlv till' mi-erahlo !;now the pow^r ot love!

ul',',,1 he had felt his Marir-s lips uron his for.-hrad

•\,v von ill?- a-k.d her husl)ar 1. eomin^- into her room

t.> fi'ich her for lunch.

-1 ,,ninot -et over tlu' tra-edy whi.h is beinj: enacted at my

,i.tcv^"" -he said. truthfuUv cnou.ii'h.

'••sh," ha< fallen into bad hands: it's a dis-raoe to the

f nnilv to have a da Tillot in it. a worthl.'- fellow lik.' that.

1! ^.:m• M.ter -ot into any trouble. >he would tind scant pity

"'•Wharwoman could endure pity?" said the Countess, with

,n .nvoluntary shudder. "Your ruthless harshness ,s the

irue-t homa.ixe."' .,„.,. , • i ,-,

•There speaks vour noble heart!' said Kdix. kissinir Ins

wif,-- hand. qnit.>'tou..hod bv her Hne^^corn. "A woman who

f.M i- bkr that does not need irnardin.iX."

..,;„ardn,-v ,,„ answered ; "that a^ain is another d.-raoe

wl.irh ri'coils on vou.""

1-V.iix .miled. but Marie bbi-hrd. W hon a woman ha^

,.,,,,,,,,,,,,a a ..cret fault. -ho cloak- b.r.lf n, a^ .^xajr.eratr.1

„.,„,„,,„,, ,,,;,,... nor can w blame the traud. wlneh po,nt>

,o a rc-crve of di^rnitv or even hi^h-m.iidedness.

Marie wrote a line to Nathan, under the name of M. Quillet.

,„ ,,„ i„„, ,|u.t all wa. .oin^ well, and sent it^ bv a comm^-

„,i,, to tb.e Mail Hotel. .\t the Opera m the evonine the
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Cttiinttss roapod tho iMinfit of her fal><>lio(.ds. hor husband
findin,!.' it <iiiit.' ii.uiirai tli.-il >lic .--111.111(1 Icavr her \i«\ to -r,

and sec her si-tcr. j-'t-lix waited in u'ivr licr liis nnu till dii

Tillct iiad Irfi his wife ;il.)nr'. What
as she iTii"iMi ih

vcro not Marif'V fcfl int

I' pa--aL:<'. I'litciTd her sl-

ier seat tli( re. faeiiii: with calm and
world id" I'a-hion, mnaxi

ter's ljn\. ;ind took

-ereiie coiintenance the
d to see the sisters tOiletherl

"'I'ell me,"" she snid

The reply was written on ^farie-F

inee of nliirh many people aserihed to irrati.ied

iiirenie's t'aee, tlio radi

•Ve.
vanitv.

le will iie saved, darliiii:. i)ut for tliree months onlv.
durin<: which time we will piu our lieads to vther and fhiil

oni.. more snh^tiiiuial help. Mme. de Xiieiii:.ret) will tako
four bills, rm-h for ten t

vou lik

housand francs, siiriied hv anv one
e. so as not to eoniproniise you. Slu' has explained to

me how they ar- to he made out: I don't un.ler.-tand in the
lea.«t, but M. Nathan will t:ei them ready for vou. Oidv it

oeourred to me that perhaps our oM nia.-ter. Schinucke. mit:ht
be useful to us tiow : he would siirn thei If. in addition to

les. you write a h'tter LniaranteeiiiL' their

le nionev

tliese four >ecurit

payment to Mme, de Nuein.i.'en. she will hand vou tl

to-morrow. I),) the whole t

body. Sch
I in,u' yourself : doifr tni-t to anv-

miieke. you see. would. I think, mal-
if you asked him. To ilisi

< no dillicult)

wanted to do a kindness t

rm suspicion. I said that v ou
o our ohl musie-master. a Gc rnian

lio wa-^ in trouble, hi this way I was able to be"- for the
strietest 'erecv.

•^ ou anpd <d' cleverness
! If only the !?aronne de Nnein-

iren does not talk till after she has <riven i

Countess, raising' her eyes as thon!:h
her surround in','s.

le nioiun- !" said the

in prayer, regardless of

'Schniueke lives in the little Hue de X
Conti : don't foriret.

evers. on the Qiiai
a)i(| i.ro vourse

Tl lani

'Ah

aid the Countess, pros
won d .LHve ten years of m\ lifo-

pressinrr her sister's hand.

'From vour (dd atre-
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,„t nn cn^l to all tln'M. hurnu-." sanl tho Conntoss.

ui!:, ,1 -iiulc al tlir imrrrii|)ti.in.

''ri.;' Xwd'at'ilu>'inon„.nt. .,.y.n:r .h. nvn -i^ors throuah

tiK'ir < ,j,cra-^'las>r>, ini-hl ^uppn-r tlicm in
^

,, 1m> talkiiiL' iif

l' iiirir traiik lauLfhter.
M-i\ialilu-. as thi'V hcanl ihr rin.L: >

|,^,, .,„, ,„„.,, ,l,n-r Hll.r^. who f,vMn.,u ih. np.Ta rah..r

,,,'MiMlv an- an.l fau'. than to -ujoy th^n.-olv,-. would ho

,:,!,. ,,; ,l..tr,.t tlu. M.TH of tl.. Count.- m tho wavo of

,1 all ihrcrfiilni'>- out ol tnoir
;friin,i wim h >uililrni

li'anul, w lo iliii no t r.'ar tl ic iiai AiU at niL'ht.

1. ,,;,!.• and a>hv. with auMou. fvr an.l lMoomiv
[-(anil.

1

on tin- ~tr]>

11,. inukr,! for

huriril his lai-i' in

t railf.

hrnw,

,f the ^taircax rh.'i'f ho roL'ntarlv 'ooi- us stan(1.

the Coiintfss m Ik r box au'l. tiinlin;: it nnpr}

hi> hanils. loaning his elbows on the balus-

I'an she lio luTf l" ho thouL'ht.

,iiok up. unli;: Hero. wlusiiorof 1 ^rine. <1u Tillot.

.\- tor Mari f. w ai

niaLMii-tic i:azo. m wtin

r:i\- of li-ht from the sun.

1 ri-k> she lixfil on him that steady

h the will lla-ho^ from tho oy

Suih a, look, mi

.•0, as

-mcri/.i'r> sav,

piiicH-ati'r to tlio
I

the pcr-on on whom it i s fliroctoil. ami (vrtainly

li'a'inl -^rrmi d as thoiiirh ?tru<-k by a inaizi ( wa nd. Raisin<i his

f.lit. 111- r

1 1 ; 1
' ! n

,('s met t

mr n'adiiu'--s w
ho.,' of tho si.tors. With that oharmii

hich i.- novcr at taull. Ml Ml'. I Ic Vando-

1 a cross, sjvarklin.ir on iior not
l!i'S-l' -ClZl'l

iituntion to it hv a swift sinilo,

•k. anil diri'i-tod lus

full of nioanini.'. Tho brill-

ilif L'om radiatrd even iii>on Haoiir- forohoad, and

)„. iviili.d with a look of Jov: ho had undor-toml

1- it not bin-, then. Ku-rnio/' said tiio (ounto^^. "thus

to V' -tori' liff to iho diad'r'

•Voii have a chaiioo yet with t

n-iilii'i 1 Ku;:-onio. with a sniilo.

ijow wrctohod and (K'prossoi

d how happy ho will l'o away

M this moment du Tillot. oomioir up

Roval Humane Society,

1 lie looked when ho came,

to Ixaoul with every

ma rk of friendliness. pro>s ('( i his iiand, and said:

•Well, oh: fellow, how are you:
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"As well a.- a luan i> likdv in Ijc who has just ;rot the be^t

possihh' iiru~ nf ihf clritKin. 1 >hall !)( sucrc.-^fiil," replied

Kudul. radiaiii.

"Deliirhird,'" .-aid ihi 'I'illct. '•We >liall want money for the

paper."

''The nioiicv will he fuiind." .-,iid IfaiMil.

tie devil i> uitli t

Still lirK oli\ illrr I h\ thr w

111'-!' woincii I" cNrlainicd dn Tillet,

>vi\:^ of liaoid, whom he had nick-

named ( 'inini'ttiiill

'What art' Mill lalkiiiLr a Ri:aid uaoii

'My si.-tcr-iii-law i> iIutc with iiiv wife, and thev are

hatchimr

the (.

-nnicilimu' toLicllicr, ^ <Mi sci'iii in liiLMi lavor writh
OUIUc II' is l)owiii',r III Vdii riiilit a(Tos> the house.

'Look-;- ^,11,1 M till', ilii 1 illct to liir -I >lt'r. "thcv told U8
wron,?. Src how ni\ liii-ltand fawn- "ii .M. Nathan, and it \s

he who tlicv di'ilari'd w.i- 1 rviii'/ lo 1 h put in prison

And men call ii> .-landcnT.-
!'"

i-rird the Countess. "I
will jrivc 1 mil a \\ a/niiiii'.

She rose, tnok thi' arm of \'aiidini',---e. who was wait

the

in? in

passairc and n'liiriii'd julMlaiit to her lio.\ ; hv and by
she left the Oi

befo

KT.i. onlcrcd lier carria.fe for the next morning
re eiirhr o'clock, and found licrx'lf at half-past eight

on the Quai Conti. liavin-- called at the Hue du Ma II on her
wav.

The earriatro I'ould not cntor the narrow K'lic de Xeve
i-limuckc"s hoiiM' sl.Mul at the lonier of the Qas Sbut,

the Countt'ss was not oblii:

rs:

uav,

red 10 walk to it throu: rh t le imic

She almo>t leapt from the step id' the carria-re on to the dirty

and dihipidated I'litraiirc of the o-riniy old house, which wa.s

held totrctlicr liy irnii clamps, like a poor man's croekerv, and
overl uuiL'' the street in Miiite an alarmini: tashion.

The ol

1).

d orL'anist li\, i ,,v. the fourth Hoor. and ivinieed

m a beautiful view of the Scine, from the Pimt Xeiif to tlie

risin.c ground of Chaillot. The simpk. fellow was so taken
iback when the footman announced his former pupil, that,
before he coujd recover i limself. slie was in tlle room. Xever
could the Countess have imagined or guessed at au existence
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,u,h a. that siuklenlv hud ba.v to h.r. though sho had long

I ilv thiin- Who .uuM haNr l»'lu'\r.l ni so m-h'.-ted

:,', ,„uMc-al l),n,..u-:h.. r.ll no.hauK. tor th. hu;:ger-

;,',.:,,. ,„ whu-li lie Used: in.l>-d. ru.lun. had .nadr hiin m-

.(iisiiilr to It.

T

ii\ thr t

iiiir-tant UM' I if a lat, fnciidlv, (iiTinan pipe had

• \t'i- \uv (•» 'ilinir a iid tlic tliin-v wall-papor-

at—a faint vellow tint, which gave a pc

-well ndjbed

nadmi: iin-

m o f tl U' 'i-oliU n liarvf Ccn Thr cat. whose lonf;^

-1,,1 Mlkv coat made a ,i:ariiiciit mu h as a porlross iiii}.'ht

!ia\e ell\ic(

and fiuirelv a

1, did the honor- if tlie iioii.-e

iiiaiic

I her ea-c. From the toj* <

h

. s dately whiskered.

if a tirsl-rate Vienna

where -he lav co tiched in -tate, .lie ca-l o)n the Counte:

he euter(-n

[an. a.ton

1 ilie LM-acious yel chilly irlanct with which anv

ished ai her heauty. niii

>lu- will not siir. t xccpt to wavi he two si

It have ^'reetod her.

Iverv threads of

r upright nioiistac he and to fix np.ni Schnmeko two jrolden

f\t s,

ill a ''00

rhe piano, which had known belter (i av-. and was ca od

id wood, i.ainted hlack and -old, was dirtv. discolo

chlppt d. andit> <ev:s were worn like

am1 mellowed hy the deeper tint> w

red,

n old horse

liieh fell from the pipe.

the teetll ol a

f. It tie piles of hes on the lodire proelaiinec 1 that the ni.irht

ij( fore Sehnuieke had hc-striddcn the old instrument^ to some

Wltdlr rendezvous. 'he hr'.k iloor. strewnwn with dried mud,

iiirn

lion.

nuv li

paper, pipe a>lu> and ndds an ,1 (>nd< that defv descrip-

ii^rircsted the hoards o f a lo( iLniiil-houso fhior. ŵ •hen

ave not 1h'(n swept tor a

r<i-s hetween tlie contents nf the a-h-pit aiK

week and heaps of litter, a

1 the ra<:-ba£r.

iwai t tl le >ervan t<' 1 iroom-. .\ more practised eve than that

if the Counte nuLdit have reaiil indications if Sehmueke's

wa\ o

aiH

of plati

livini: m tlie clu

a-ter CLT;
1 shells of 1- whi(

f apple peel,

li covered hroken fratrments
•-tmit pannL's, s.--rap- o

all messed with .-•"//'/k-nnil. Tlii.- (ierinan (
letrituj

riTied a ea rpet of (lu~ty filth which isv ited under tlie feet

and lost itself in a mass f cinders, dropping with slow dig-
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rnlv !um ,a paint,,] -tone llrcplac,.. whoro a lump of coal
l"i''l'''l It ns,.,- ;u., lulf-l.urrii !(,-- that .....iiicl to wasto awav
'"''"' " "" ''" iiianlrlpi,.,,. wa- a [M-T-.^la-s with fvjnrv<
tUiUvuvj a .-aial.mii r-Miiid ii ; .,,1 „nr snlr the -lorioiH^pin,.
"""- "" ' "^"1- "" '!" "tli">- -Inn,! a ,hina pot in win,.], tli,.

I'rntr~-<.r k, pi h,. I, .l,a, •,-.,. Tun arnirhair.. ca^iiallv pifke,!

"I'- "•-'I'l'i- "i:li :> Iliin. llaliriH.I ,,„i,h. a ^vnvm-,.V.vn .luxt
ol ,iraw..r. with tl,,. n,arM,. top .jnn.; an,l a n,aii,i,.,| tal.l,. on
which lav il„. ,vM,ain> „f a frn-al hrvakfaM. i,ia,l.. up tho
funntuiv. nnpn.i,.n,lin- a. that ,,r a Mnlnran u-|.rw,,,n \
7'""^-^'"^^ hai,^,,,^ frn„, ,h,. ,,,1,1, of a .iirtainhss win-
dow-, an.] Minuuunl,.] I,y a ra:r. sinp,.,i l,v ra.or serapin.r,
were evi.h.uc o| ih,- >nl,. si.Titi.-,.,- panl hv Srhmueke to the
gracf-; and tn ~n, iVtv.

''"'" '"• l"'"r,l a^ a t,M.|,l,. arpi ,l,.p,.rn],.nl 1m in- wa^ thi-

,.'
,"'^- '' '•'.i"''"'l '" "" "M ann.liair ,uslno„. l„..ido

'''"''; ^'
' ^' "'""

' l""a ,np and ,li,-h. H„t what no pen
';'" •''-''''»• I- ''" ''.II'- to wh!,h S.lninuk,.. iho cat and
tltcpip,.--lnM„^

onnM,ui„.n,..^.-l,a.ln.,]i„..d!hcfnnuturo.
riu- p,p,. had Mun.h,.d the ,a!,|,. ,n phnc. Th. ,.,! and
Schnuickcs hca,l ha,l -jvaM.] H,,. ^.,vcn rtn.hi velvet of tlic
'"': '"•"'-ii'-'"-> "II It wa< w„rn ,p,ii,. .- .,i.. Rut for the
oats n,a,un,ficcnr (ail. whu-h ,nd a part of the ,.|,.animr
the di,>t w.mld hav,. Ian, for .-v,.- un,l,Mnrh,.d on the un-
rov..r,.,|parl.„ni„.,.h,Mof,lra-avr.an,lp,ano. In a corner
'=»•

'
"' •"•"'.V ,)t -lipp,T.. ,0 winch oMiv a Iio,„eric eatalo.ruo

;'o.t!d dn jn.tuv. Th,. teps of the ,.h,.~t ,d-draw,.r. in,]"of'"
.1";""; ^^-'•" ''l'-ke,l with l)rok,.n-ha,.k,.d. lo-we-pa.r,d

TnusH.-.„.k. the h.,ar,is ^howin. all the pn.e/pe'.pin.^
hnju.h. wtth corners white and do.-enred AloteAh;

wall, the addtv--,.. of p„pil. W..V ;:h„.d with littl,. ^^^,fer.
' '!' "•'"'\"-"l"H.t paM,.r shoMvd th,. n,nnh,.r of olwolefe
n^ <Jr,.>.,.. On the wall-paper chalk addition^ midit U- read
1 loetu.st of draw,. r^ wa^ a.lorned with la^t ni^rht'- tankard.'
;vh,ch .j.,od ..,„ ,|ni,e f,,.h ar,! hri^,, i,, n,e „„,],• of all

It. .fuinne^s and ,lcenv. flvden,- wa. n-presented hv a wator-
J«K crowned with a tow,.] and a hit of eonitnon soap wJiite

.^sm
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„,„M,rt with blu... whHh l.rt It. ,la,n,.-n.ark hon> arul h. re

'

:p.Mvoo.l. Two l,a.. .quallv an.H.nt hun. n„
,

.,.

, , , ,,Hu.h al.> wa. M,.,..,Hl,.,l .iH- lanuhar l.lu.
-

1
-•

.

;Uu.Ml.n.M.aiK.s, whlmut wlu.lMlu. (^.unl,.^. won .1 hard y

'.l„,..nS..h;nuck.. B..n,a,h.lH.un.,low-, i -hn. p. .

, ami )V a ti'iUV

,,f tlnuvr-. (irnnaii tlowur- [.rc-uniaiily.

^^''n;;::;:i!"th.. .'.mnt..-^ .-a. .1,..., al-U- a.T,...,-.l h.„h in

"
,u.ll. V... Srhnuu-k.- .>,.- a>Hl Miul. tra„-lunnrd

v.^'hi ami -111

1J1|. -(ll'dlll -I I'll .. with iicavmly ray-, that -avr a -Im-y

,l,n-v i..>iu- and aiiiination to tlir .liao-.

tn l\w

'I'lir MUll of this

,,.„' «hu -..' 1 to iKdon;: to anntli.r world and n.N.alrd

;:;„•„,.,,.,„,„,,„.,,... radM.odh.ht Ilk. a. un. ll.-trank

,nd hoartv htu,h at ..h- -i.ht of on. ol hi- ^a,u. (
.riUa>

,inru-.d th. I.ri^ditn.-. of vo.nh. n.irth. and inno,yn.y. H

,„„,,.l „„, t,.,a-un- of that whn-li mankind hold, d.aie-t

|,„, ,„„i,. ,, ,loak of thoni to v,,l hi> p.v,.r,v. 1
h. nio.t

[lUi-M-j.roud nii.-tart would p,„,,.hap-
tiaw hln-lH'd to think

,,,,.. „f thr Mirround.n;:. wiihiu whtch niovrd thi. nohle

a,„,-il,. of th. rcli--ioii (d niu.m.
,

,. ,

'

-Kh „v vot t.'hanc-e came vou linv, t^-ar Montan.o la (.ond-

,.--.?••
'iiV said. "Mu-l 1 dm zm- .U- zon- ov Znn-'on at lueiu

a.flu'.'

T!r- idea ^taM-M him on another pval of rin-niiT lau-htor.

-1, it dat • haf a conqvo-t uiadrr" he went ou, ^uxh a

l(U)k id' cuniiin.ir.

Then, lauirhinir like a rhild a.irain:

"You com for d.- .luisike. not for a boor innn, I know,

hr >aid ^adly; "hut -omo for vat vou vill, you know dat all i.^

h.v for vou. podv. v.mil. ant coots'."

H.. „„;,, the hand of th. Cot.nte^^. ki-^ed it. and dropped

a mar, for with this .'ood ..tan .verv dav wa> th. .norrow

„f :i kindness received. His joy ha.l for a momcn deprived

lu.n of metnorv. onlv to hrin- it hack in -rcatc- force. U

.fizcd on the rhalk. leaped on the armchair m front of the

„i,„., „,d then, will, th" aiacntv of a voumz man. wrote

;,. ,1,.. wall in lar^e letter., -F-^r.^n/ l'^''' l^'*- "^'^
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movemi'nt. .-it) pivity jiikI ainlc-- , lainc with mkIi an ouiburst
of gratilu.lr thai llic CihiiiIc-- \va- (|iiilc iimvcl.

"My Hitter i,» iDiiun;,' lod,'" .-he <ai(].

"I)f ()dt;r al/co! \'cn ? NCii? May it pc hcvor I tie!" ho
replied.

"She will CMiiic to thank Nnii fur a ;:n'at fa\or which I

am hiTc imu- \n a-k I'min \nu t,\\ Iht hrhall'."

"(hick: MViik: .|vi.k ' ,|virk:" cnril S.-hiniickf, "vot i.-; dis
dai 1 iiio.-d tu? M,,.,,! I t,, ,|,. inif,.] .^^'r"

"I only want you \i< wnit . / pnnmsf h, /„ii/ Ihr simi of (en
thoitsiin,/ fniiirs un .adi <<( tip-.- paper-." siie >aii!. drawinsj
from her nnill' tiie fnnr hill-., which Nathan had prepared
in accordance with the furmnia pre-crihcd.

"Ach I dat vill pe -,„,ii iMne." replied the (lerman with a
lamblike docility. "Only. I know inii \ere aiv niein hens and
baber.—(let yon awav. Mrinhm- Mirr." lie i rieil to the eat,
who stared at him friLridly. -Dis i.< niein Lrat,"" he -aid, point-
incT it out to the Couiite.-s. "Di.s is de buor pea.st vidi lifs mit
de boor Schmiicke. He i- peaulivni. not zo?"
The Couiite.-- aLrreed.

"Yon vonld vi-h himr"
"What an idea ! 'I'ake away your fri.'iid !"

The eat. who wa- Irdin- the ink-hoitle. divined what
Schmtic'ke wanted and ji'niped on to the bed.

"He is naiiirhtv a-- em nKnikevI"' he went on. pointing
to it on the bed. •[ naiiie him Mirr. I' o- An -ioriw our ereat
Hoffiiiann at Berlin, dat I haf mosh known.""
The f:o(Hl man .sii:iied with the innoeeiue of a child doing

its mother'-- ijidilimr. utterly i<:noraiit what it is about, but
sure that all will be rii:ht. Me was far more taken up with
presonjim: llio cat to the ('(aintess than with the papers.
which, by the law- lelatim: o foreiiniers. might have deprived
him for ever nf liiiertv.

"Vou make me ziire dat dese leetl stattilx-d babers.''
'Don't have tlie lea-^t iinea.sincss." ^aij the Counte.s,^.

'I haf not oiieasine--. lo replied .hastilv. "I a-k if dese
leetl stambed babcrs vill plee.s do Montaine ti Dilet?
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"Oil VPS,"' shi- Mii.l \nU Ul II I).' luljimLr li'T US ii father

iiii_-ht

,1111

iiutri inii-ir

f.r haliliy do ]»• ('""t (l'> Ikt for zmntiriir. Cnm, do

lie said, l('a\iiij: tlic papers on tlii' table and

-prniL iiiL' \>> 111'' I'lanu.

i 11 ,1 iii"iiii

r thf wrll-uiini kt

ni till' liiiiid- nf ilii^ iiinviirldlv iiciriL' \v<r>' ti' in

v-. in a nioimtit hi- u'lanrc p t n .d the

Ul tl

\v,l- .|l'\ MIL' ''"11

riiin::-

^trlllL'

Itr allowed

I till' ^wccti'^t of -(IIIL'- tii'i-;-uiiicd

•iii'tratiMl ihc -<iiil. r.iit onlv ulnir tli'^ ink

Id tins smi[ili'-iiuinlcd mfcrprctfr of hiMv.'nly

to draw forth clociiu'iiic from wood and

i\rn. in a nioiiirn

iir ami
|

it ili-a\rli.

IJaphael'.s St. fccilia jilayin^' to the listcnini;

' pcd tlie hiil- into
'I'lii' CoiiMtc-- Ilirn .-lip

h. r mntr auaiii. and ivcallr.

itrii'ieal sp

1 iln' radiant master trom tin

hieh he soared hv a t*uich on the shouhler.

••M \ L'

iieres in w
1 Silimucke," >lie cried

y.n zooii," In- cxclaniK d. with a siiliiiiis-iveness painful to

•\'
V drn arc vou kom

!|c did not coMiplain. he >too( 1 like a faithful doL'. waiting

ir a word from the Count

"M V LTood Schmucke." s

(>t lilc aiK

t.-ar-.

lie a'_'ain hcjaii, "tlii- is a (]ue-;ti<m

f hh
1 death, minutt'S now may he the price ot hlood an

•l.lcr (

Kiii.'.^ dat

le zanie!" he said. "Cn den ! try di' tears ov oders

!

d,. poor Schimicke counts your fisit for more dan

\"!ir pounty,

'We shall meet ajiain.!1

!o me ani

-he said. ''Yon must come and

] dine with nie every Sunday, or else wi' shall

eiia rivl. I -hall expect you next Sunday.

1 rnv sister, I am sure,
••Truly ?"

"Indeed. I hope you will come; an

w i'i «'\ a dav fiU' you also."

'•Mein hahhiness "ill he den pomplrte." he said, "vor T tid

roT /.e vou put at de C'hampes-TIaily.^ees. vcn you passed in

d I arriseh, forv rarely."

The thought of this dried the tears which had gathered in



1!L'

lln' 'ill! MlflllV i-\

A i>.\i till I i;i; (•! i:vK

ail ^ .•\r-. ami If miI',-!-, ,| l,,. ,,,•, n i,, hi, fair [)iipi!,

«li" i"ii|(| Ur\ ih,. ',vi|,| Krai- ,,|' In- laail.

'V Ml ilii.ii-!ii ,,r 11- iIm'Ii Miiiiriiriic-." >|ir ,ai.I.

'•I'''''.\ ii'ii'- vn I 111. Mil iMvt (Ml !'
Ii,. tv[.||,.,l, "X'ir-t a--

""'"
I

'Hum! latir-. am .1. n a- >h- tu.. \ii-l \.Mnm j,'iri>

\ in-|\ <( hiT (l.ii I iiaf /.•.ii."

''''" < '"111111-, ijar.d -a\ iiu iii..r.': 'I'linv ua- a inarvfloii -

•'I'' n-jMcH'iil -ii|iiiuiit\ 111 tl,,.-,. u,,|-.|-. a- liiMii^ii tlicv

''"'"I''' !'!'' "I' -"(iM' ivliiiiMii, ,,f\i(c. Iiivaihiii/ liiji'liiv.

''''" -'ii"k\ MHiii. thai (!. M uf rrfii-r. hrraiii.' a tl ni|.|.' fur
lu,, ::,„|, !,,-,.-. |),.\,,||nn ilinv uax'd -inai-vr. all iiiiknowii
tl. ilS nlljri t,.

••[I'Mv. ih, II. u,. aiv |u\c,l. truly |(i\r,|." -h,. tlnMi-ht.
''''" •''MMii— -han .1 th.' . inniiuii uiili u|,i, |, ,,|,| Srlmiiickc

''^'' '"•' ,-'' "il" Ii"'' <:irna'_M'. a- -he \,\<-\\ flnni the rilds of
li' ! lii'L" r- <>})• (if III..-,, airv ki--,-,. uhnli aiv a Wuinair-
ili-iai'i^ -iv.-iiii-. Ai ilii- -i-lit. >rliiiiii,k.- -I....,! trail, !i\r,|

l"!r_' afiir t h" ( arna-i' had (lisajiprarnl.

A ('•" iniiiiii.- iat.M-. Ill- (•(Mir.tc-, ,-titriv,l iho .nurtvanl
<( Mill". .].• Niirin-.ar, h, ,,>,.. Th,. |!arnn,-s na- not' \vt

'M'- '""• 111 '"''iMr ii'it I" k.c|i a ladv ..f [.osiiiuji uaiiiiit:. shr
lliiii- riMiifl

1 ,r a -haul iiiid ,lri --ini: L'^un.
' '"11"' '•" ''" I'li-iiH— nf uihrr-. and [.rninpliiiid.' i^ tlicii

ii/i'-fiir." -aid th,. CMiim...-.-.. "'I'lri mu.-l !„ niv (.\,ii.„. f„r
di-t urlMiiL' MMi ,(1 carlv."

"'^"' '' •'_" ' I'll '"ilv tun liaiipv," -aid the l.aiik.T's wiff.
takiii- the f.-Mr ]ia|i,'r> and ih,. _riiarantcc ,,( llic Countess.

S!ii> raiii,'- fnr her maid.

•'I'lMMv-a. Irll il„. ra-lu.T to hrini;- in,, up hiiii-^clf at oin.
t'orl V lliuu-anil (Vain--."'

|"!"Mi -he -rahd th.. h'ttrr uf Mnir. dr X'.'i ndciii'ssc, and
1'" !<''' it into a s.vri't ilnr.vcr nf h-r talilc.

••Whiii a pivttv ruuni yuu h.-iv!" s-iid the Ouuntc-^s.
'^]. >] Xurin-rn is uuin:: to drpriw me of it : In- is !.rcttin<,'

a iM w linii-,' laiilt."

"'' "" ^^'ill "" ''"iii'i '-^ivi' till- on., to voiir dauirhter. I hear
that -he is (>!)L;ai:c.<l to .M. di- Uastiiriiar."'
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'i'ii. ra>liHT ilplMillt'il a- Mini-. i\r \urill;_'-|'M \v;i« iin ihf

,„,iiii m|' rc|i!\ ill;:. Sill' iiMik llir ii'iti' iiml luuiilfil him 'In:

|<^,.l lillU ul' (Ai liil!i;:c.

•'l ii.ii li.il. 111(1-." -nil! till' Hiironc-s In thr (•;l^lil('^.

•|;_'/i 111! fur (Ir ili>>:niinil,"' -.ml tlu' r.i-liur. "I'l- Si luinickp

I-- iMi inii-ii lai! \rniii Aii-liarli." ln' aiiiliil. witli a L'.laiif .it

l!i" ijlialiiii', uimh .-tilt a -hiMT tlirmiL'li ill'' ('niiiili'--.

••ji.i V'.ii -ii]i)i"-i 1 am i r, Ill-art iiiL' liii-iin'--
''"

-.mI Miih'. i1i>

Nisri!it:fii. With a liau;:hly jilaiicc ul ivhiikr nt thi' i.i-lmT.

•Jlit- 1' my airmr."

Ill N.iiii (ill! the ra-liicr cii-t .-!y ;_'!iii(i'- imw at tli^' ( ':>iiiiti'--,

I" u ,ii ihc liaruiic-,- ; imt a lim- of thfW I'ari-^ mM\.'<I.

\n\\ (an Icavi' u.''; now.— He so ^.'mxl a.-; remain .i miinit.i'

IT tuo, M) tliat yon may imt .m'ciii to have iinythini: to ili with

till- iiiattiT." said the Baroiics-; to Miin'. ilc \'anil('ii'--r.

"1 mu-t hi'i: oT Mill to aiM in vmir oihrr kui'l -rrvin-; that

111' Ki 1 ]iiiii.' m\ .-rci'ct," saiil the < 'mintc^-.

'ill a. matter of chiMiiy that i- of cniir-e," replied ihe

li.ir.'iH-.-.-. witli a ;-niile. "I >hall have ymir earriaee -eiii t"

'he . II. I iif tile .L'anleii ; It will .-tari wiiliuin ymi ; then wi' -h.ill

.r -- ilie j,'arilen lou'elher. no one will .-ee \oii leave ihi-. The

V. .h'ee thinj,' will remain a my-tery."

"V'lii mii.-t have k.iowii sutl'enni: to liave leariieil .-o much
'' '_'hi !''ir '>'her-." >ai(l the ('ounless.

I ilnii't know ahoiit t.lioii:.'htl'iiiiie-., hut I 'lavo -ulferr',

;real (leal."' .said the Haroiie.-s; '•you, 1 trii-t. have p.mi le--

!' ail\ for yours."

'i'lie cnlers jriveii, tlu^ Baroness took her fur -hoe- and

cl'iaK and led the Countess to tlie side door of ihe ;:aiden.

Whrii a man i- plotiim: a,iraiii.-t any one. a- dii Tillet. did

.;.:-iin-i \atiia i. he makes no (.'onlidant. Nuein.'eii had -ome

r ''iuu iif whai was L'oiiiL' on. Imt lii- wife reiiiaiiied eii!ire|\

-:'-!i!e t!ii> Maehiavellian selieminLT. .She kiiew, ho'>\i'Ver.

•'[
! h':;o!il wa- ill ditrieiillie-. and wa- not de.viv.d therefore

hv ;he -i-ier>: slie susjieeted -hrewdlv iniu wlin-,' liai'd- the

iiieuev Would j)a>c;. and it ^MVe her real pleasure to htdp

8
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tiio Coiintpss. Kntim<:lciiii'nt> of ihc kinil ahvay^ roused her

deojK'st sympathy,

IJa.-ti.triiiir. will) \va~ playiiiL' \\\f ilrtcctivc (Hi the intri,uMii'<

<)( till- i\v(i liankrrs, i ainc !n liuicli with Mm.-, dc \iu-iii<'t'ii.

Dflpiiiiii' and Iiastitriiac had no secret- I'imui eaeh ntlier, and
she told hiiii of Iht interview with the ('(ini-ie--. i{a-lii:iiac.

uiiaide to iina;,diie liow the liaroiiess liad lieeume ini.\<'d up in

this allair, which in liis i-yos was nierelv incidental, one
weapon amon^'st many, explained to her that she had this

nioriiini,'- in all pr.'iiainiitx deinnli-hed jhe electoral hope.- of

dii Tillet and rciidereil aheriive the funi plav and -aenlicc.^

of a whole Ve.ir. lie then Went nil III elllliillten her a- to the

whole ' isiiicji. iir^ini: her lu keep -ilence ah.iut her own nus-

take.

''If ," J^lit' said, •"the cashier (hus not speak of it to

NuciriLTen."

I>u 'I'illet wa- at ' inch when, a U'W niiniiti's after twelve,

M. (iiicoiiiiei was annoiinced.

"Show him in." >aid lli< lianlcer. re;:ardle~s of his wife's

j)n>eiice. "Well, old Shyloc-k. is our man under lock and
key?'

"Xo."

'•Xn! Didn't T tell yoii Eue dii M:\i]. at the hotel?"
"He lias imiil," -aid (lipinii.'t. drawiiiir from his pocket-

IxHik forty hank-iinie-.

A look of de-pair pas-ed over du 'I'illct's face.

"You should never look a-kaiice at L'i'od uinnev," -aid the
impassi\e eronv of du 'i'illet; ••it^ iinliiekv."

"\\ here did von -ci this monev. madame r" said rho hanker,
with a Mowl at his wife, which made !ier Marlet to the roots
(d" her hair.

"f have no idea w]iat you mean.'' sho said.
''1 shall eet to the h(titom of this." he replied, startinir

up in a fiiiT. "'^ou have iip<,>i my mom chiTi-hod plans."
"\ou will upM't yo;;r lunch." said (iiaonnet. hiving' hold

of the tahleclotii, whieh had eau^dit in the skirts of du Tillet's
dressing-gown.
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Mitir. ilii Tilh't. rn-c with I'ri-id (iiu'iiity. for \u> words had

n.:;cd hrr. She raiiL'. and .-i Inntinaii cann'.

•\'v liDi-M's," sii'' saiil. "And M'lid \'iruinic; I wish to

r

si

•Where are vnn u'i'Iiilt
?'" said du 'I'illet.

•\l,.,i who haNe any nianii' r- do not (|ue-;ti,)n tlieir v, 'ves.

^ (.11 ]irofe-- to hi' a L:eiitlenian. "

•\nu have i-"l heeii v(Mir-elf t'nr thr hi-t two .1 ', -. -in;e

.•'W llippant -i-tcr lia- twiic heell to ser vnll.

v., II order.' 1 nie f. he tlijipant." -he -aid. "1 an |ir.ir!is-

Ii_' nl! y.ill."

id-'Miiiet. wh.i io..k no iiitere-t in family hroil:., >ahited

\1 .i ,. ,h,i 'rilh'l an.l w.'iit out.

i)M 'I'll'et looked H\edly at hi- wif.'. whose eyes met his .

AiiMoiit waverin,L^

•\\ hai i- the iiieanini- of ilii-:-" he -aid.

|l nicaii- thai I am n.. lonL'er :i ehihl lo h.' cowed hy vm. '

,.„. r.'|i!ied. "l am. ami r-hall remain ail my life, a faitiiful.

;!i'iii!;\e wife t') voii ; voii ma\ lie ma^ler if you like, hut

I'.ranl. no."

h:i d'illtt left her. ami Mari-'-Eiii:enie retired :o her room,

liiit.' unnerved le -iieli an elTort.

!'>ut for mv ^i-lerV dan'j.-r.'" -he -aid to )ier-e|f. "I

»i,.,ii!d never l.a\e ventured to heard Iimii ihn-: as the proverh

-.iv<. 'ItV all ill wm.i that hIow< no ir.iod."
"*

Itiirimi the iii-lit Mine, du Tillet airain pa-^ed in revi(^w

i,,
,• -iMer".- eonlhl.'iiee-;. I'aoiir.- -afetv heiniT a-stircd. her

,..,.,,. \va- no louu'ei' o\er|.ow.reil hv the thiiiii:ht of this

.iiiMim'iit .lan-er. Sh.. recalled the a!:irmin_' eiier-v with

,\-hi.l: till' ('oiin!e-< hail >|ioken of llviivj- with Xathan. in

r.ji r 1,. I on-ole liim in In- erdamiiv if -he could not avert 't.

>!ie !'..re-;iw liow tlii- mall. Ill the vi. deuce of his L'l'atitmle

,,,] 1,,\,,_ ,.|i_,ht oer-uade h.T si-ter to do uhal to the Well-

''.ilancei! i-luuenie -e. med an ad of madiie--. There had

'i-.i, in-i.ince^ lati K in the h..s! ^ocieiv ..f -m-h elopements.

whi.h iia.v th.. price of >. d nih'ful plea-are in I'.'mor-. and

i!;e .-o.jial discredit arisiii.i: out of a false p.i-iii.m. and Fui-
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ufiii" rrcallril In iniii(l iliiir ili-a,-lnuis rc^iilts. Dii Tillot'-

wmlI, \]:\i\ |iui llii- la~t Idiich to lnT |iani'-; she drcailctl (ii--

r(i\i'i'v; >lii- -a\\ llir ~iL:iialiin' nf ihr ('(initr~~i' lic Vaii-

(liiir--c 111 lii!' ar(lii\c'> n( ilic Nii(in-cii linn anil .-1r' re-

.-iiUi'il I.I
I
iilpliii'i' iirr ~t-!r|- hi (nnlr.-s r\ i'I'\ 1 i 1 1 Ml:' 1" I'"i''li\.

Mii:i'. iln 'I'llli't i|i(l imt liml iln' riiiinlc-> !ii'\l iiioniini:;

im; !' I;\ ua- a! hnim.. A vnicc wiihiii calli'i! mm I-jiu^i'ni"

ill -.i\i li. I' -i-|i'r. T'l-innri'iiw r\i'n i!ii;^lit In- too la.ti'. Ii

w..- a In a\\ |v-jHiii-iiiilJ| y. lillt -In' ili'ridrd In tell fViT\"tllili.u

I" ilii' (iiHiii. Suni\ he wiinM ln' Imiriit. -inic hi> linnnr

\va- -till -air aiiil llir ('niniti-- \va- iiul -u nun li (Icpravcil
f

a- ini-i:iiii!'il. ilii-i'mi' lii-iiatii] Id connnit \vhat scciiii'ii

hkf an art nf nn^anliri' and t i-rarlirr\' liv dixailuMii.'' >r(Tf't-

u!lir!l -Mrlrly. at nlir Ml tlli-. Ullivrrsdlv rr-|irct<. But tllri;

ranir liir tiiiinL:"hl i>l' inf -i-trr'- riiliiiv. tin- di'rad nf M-rinL'

\t>v -rnir da\ dr-ri'iril. rniiinl ii\ Nathan, [innr. ill, nnlia|i]i\.

dr-]iain!i;^' ; -hr hr-natrd nn IfinuiiT. and a-krd tn >rc thr

<'niini. I''i''ii\. rfratly -iiriiri-ni liy ilii- \!-ii. had a hmo;

rnn\rr-ai mil uiih hi- -i-tri'-i n-iaw. in thr cnur-r cf uduch

iir -Imwrd -aril raliii and -r| I'-nia^tr'T that Kiirvnir trmihlcd

at thr di-prratr .-Irp- hr llli'_dlt hr rrVnlxill'J'.

'Itiiii't \"- tiniihlid." -aid \'andrnr--r; "I -liall ar-t - > that

t!:r day will mnir when ynur >i-trr will Mr-- vmi. Mnwrvar
,^:riat \niir iviiauiiant r m kri'j.inL: i'mni hn- thr i':ir; that von

ha\'' -jiiil-an in nir. 1 nni-t a-k \nn tn r!\r lar a tVw davs"

,'jrai r. I rrijllil'r tlii> in nrdrr in -rr l|l\ WAV thrnU.dl crrtaill

ni\-;ri'ir-. n\' whirh vnii kiinw iiuihinLT. and alnvr all tn t-ikr

inv nira-nrr- with prndriKr. I',i.-ililv I mav fliid ont rvrrv

tliMii: at mil r
! I am thr nnh' oiir tn hlainr. drar -i-trp. All

li'Vri- |>la\ their nwn L'ann . hut all wonicti afr not i'nrluiiatc

riiniirh In M'r 1 1 t'r a.- it nallv i<."'
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.
, K.'.lix ,„, hi- pan. w,.ni 111 nnr,. i- ,!rau f.,riv ilwu-

.,„.i ir,„i,- fnuM Ihr i;:.nk nf Kn.n.r. .-.na tli.n h.i-lru.'.l ;n

M.,,. .1.. \;ir,n--i,. II. tnun.l hrv al linm-- than:^- ^"'-
-"

,,,„,„l,.„,.,.-l„.ha>Uhnun n. Iii^ w.f-'. an.l iviuiiir,! !,.Mi..'

11, o-aN,. a- th.' na-.n f-.r iHi- inv-im-u- l-an.

. .\,-,.-,v.. aIni-.MVinu. on whul. hr ha^l w..-1h'.1 l" '-ni--*'

.rin' limit.
!la:^

111.' !"iir

I,.. ,„,, ,,,,uMr tn,.x|.lain. -ir,.c Mmr. do Vainlmr-M.

•„vi \o,i alK.iii It." ^aia tlir r.an.niu' .!- Nurin,--n.

•>!:,. know- all."" tliMii-lit \'anilriir-r-f,

•l".',. l;;irnn>-- haii.l.-d liim lii> win'"- -uaraiit-'c ami -<'nt I'-ir

l,ilN. \'aini.'m--c. whilr tin- wa^ -uiti_' uu. M-amifa

Hai'uiir-. Willi tlu' >tal(-inai.^ i.invn;- vxr: .lir lliiirlird

. :;;,. and he juil-vd th- tiiiH' lia.l .-oiih' for r,.'-..; laim-.

•W. liv.-. niadatiH'.- If -aid. "at a iH-rmd uii-'ii n-ilnn- w

.ihl.-. Tlin.iirs ri-r and di-apprar in l-"ranc.' wiili a di-.-m-

r.rtiiij rapiditv. Fiflr^n war- niav -> tlir md <>\- a -ival

.iniMiv. ni a nmnarrhv. and aNn .,1' a ivvolutmn. N- '-H''

,.,;, tak,. upon hinis.'ir to an-w.T For ih- futniv. ^ on kn-.w

„:v ,ir\niinn to the h'-itimi-! -parlv. Sn.l, w..rd- m niv

troutii cannot >iirpri-r vmi. Ima-ino a <'alaMrn;,iir :
w^uld

o ;!..; I„. n sati-t'a- tinii to you to liav a frimd .m tlu- wiimin,-

Md.'':"

'!nd<iiilit(dlv." >!ir roplicd with ;i -niilo.

•'>uppn.-in- Mich a ca-r to oc.-ur. will vnn hnvo m mo.

.inL'i..'>vn to till' world, a -ratcful friend, r^adv t.. -^.•. nrr lor

M. d.- NucinLTen under Xhv>i> (.irc-U!n>taDcr? tlir pocraL'r to

whicli h' a-pin'sy"

"Wliat do vou ask from Tnc?" sho -aid.

•'\i>t inucii. Only the facts in your po.v-c^Moii about M.

NiUhan."
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The BiiroiK'ss ri ;iiMtc(l Imt (M)nvcr>iitii>ii of tho iiiornin?

wit.h I{;i-iii:[i,n . ;iiiil -,iii| u< the cx-pccr n\' Francr, as Mie

liaiidni liiiii ilic t'lMir i iU uliiili ih,' ca-hirr liniUL'ht licr:

••]),, ii'i ('"I'ut'I \iiiir hi'Miiii-c.""

Si>f;ii-\va- \ aiii|ii!(--(' inuii fdriri'lt iiii' lliis inau'ii-al proiu-

isc, thai 111' ilaiiLiiiii il lu'l'mv ihc rv. - nf thr IJar'in dr l{as-

ti^'uac III "mIct In cMiiK t fruia him fiirllicr inl'nrmat inn.

(Ml lca\i!ii: ill'' I'.aniii. hf (lictali'il in a ^cnvt'iuT the fol-

lowing' ItUci' ai!iliv--,-,l t'l Mciriiif :

"I I Mill-. |-"!nriii(' wi-lir- til kimw what pan is awaiting'

her. Will -111' lie Ml ^xiiiiil as (.onu' to the approaching'- iiiaskwl

ball, ami lirniL:- M. Xaihaii a.- Iicr (..-(•(irl r"

This Icitfi- piKicil. \u- wi'Ht iicxi to hi- man of hiisiiu'ss, a

viTV acute fcllnw . Mill mI' rcjinvi-. ami withal Imiic-t.

Him he 'icl:l:!i| t'l pt r-uiuii.' a I'l'icml, to whnm th^ visi'

of Mnic. dc \ ;nidciic--c -h.aild have lu'eii <i)nfide(l 1)\

Sfhimicke. armi-.d [> a tardy sii-pici<.n liv the fmirfohi

i-cpetitmii i>{ ihi. wiifd-. "I proii>i>e [i< pay ten thou<a?id

franc-. ami uhn-hniild have cume Id reipiest frmii M. N'athaii

a hill for furty tlioiisand franc- iii exchaiiLTe. It was a riskv

game. Nathan miuln ;ilivady have l.'arned huw the thin-
had heen arraii-i il. hut, -umethinL'- had \n he dared for >o

great a prize. In her aLritation. Marie nii-iit ea-ily have for-

gotten to a-k her hehivt^l liaonl for an acknowleilorinent for

Scliniiicke. 'j'hc man of hn-in,-- went at once to Nathan"-
onice. and returned Irimnpham to the Coiint hv five o'clock

with the hill ,if t'ortv thou<ai)d franc-. 'I'lie verv fir-t word-
(xchaiiucd with Nathan had t'liahled him to pas.- for an
fini,—ary from the Cniinte--.

'I'lli- -llcie-- ohlj-rd |-'iil\ to take ste[1- for preVentiniT a

mectm- hctweeii llaoel ami hi- wife hej'.ire the ma-ked hall,

whither he intend'd le e-i-ort her. in order that <ho iiiiirht

di-cover for her-i If tl;

Florine. jlr knew t

relation ni which Naliian stood to

le jealoi:- pride of tl',e ("ountess. and
wa,- anxious to hnnu'- her to renounce the love alfair of her
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,„,,.-ill.-,lu>..ln.nu,!.tl..'^p: .1 fn.n. humiluU:on before

';•>
,v' il.-'l'a.-'^.

Th;:pnnl,.nti.!:iM,M,~w;t.lv.omv,v,.<

,; ;,';„• .MVU1..1. wa- a.-nn,-l tn fail through one ot

,,,;„,,,,, ,o uhi>!, thr airan- of nu-rla!- an. -uhjn'L

.., „ ,1, r l-Vllv ti.riUMl th,' r..nv,T~aUnn mi t!ir nia>k<' 1

,
,,„.,,knr- thai M^'n^' had nrwr Imth to u,,. and pro-

:;,;,! ,„ ,:,k.- !.>•>• tlH-.v ih- fnllnwm- dav l,v way <•! divn-Mun.

'

-i „!li ;mm1 -nnic one l'"r vou tn ni\-lily.

• • \\.< 1 -li.ail.l liki' that iip.inniMd)
."

, , , <

...,;: „,,!„. i, n-allv anuHUi-. a woman on-!,t to -rt hold o,

..,.,„.,„ Nv,.fthv of'h.r .ur]. -onu. .clrhiitv .,!• wit. and make

„,„,;:,,, „, ,,•„,, What do xuu ^ay t<. Xathan? A man

,/.,, ,nuu-: Flnnn,. < ^nd put mr np t.> a fow little th.n-^

]. ;! woald dfivo hini wild."

"..],•-,„.;.;.,•• raid \h.r (NuUltr-. ••the actlV-?'

M.M.had ahvadvhrard thi^ name fmn, thr hp^ " <);"'l^^

.^,: ,,;i;^.,. allrndant: a tlinu-hl lla-h-d tlirnULrh li.-r liko li-ht-

'

'•t\Vll.y.-.hi~n.i-t>-.^^."tvpl..'dth,.<'n..nt. "Whal is there

- ipriMiiL^ in that 'f" ,

.:, j,,„„l,l ],,^. ihnnLdit M. Xatlian wa> ton l.u-y tor such

,•„;,.,, il,Av -an litrfarv n-n lir;d tim- for love r

".'{
\y „,,thi.e'- ahnnt h^.'\ mv drar. hnt ihov hav. to lo<igr

.uhVtv. r,ko<,th.r p^.^.p!..: a.id wh-n th.v hav. nu home

„, ,,,,, ,,,,,.„n„.und- -d' Ih.- law an- aftrr thorn, thev ]<h\->'

:::.,, ,',..;,. „,;^,n-,-. whi.h, mav -..„. a littlo .tn.n- to yon.

1

,.',,, lurh 1- iniiuii.dv pnd-,rali!o to lud-in- in prison."

.,)„. ,;,,, ,,;„ 1,.-- red tlian tli.^ rh.-k^ nf tlir Countess.

••\V,.uld von likr liim fur yonr vietimy Vnn onul.l easily

.:v.. him a Vri-lu." thr Cnunt wmt nn. pavm- no attontion to

; ^^,,.,-^ i,,,,.^. -I ,,,n -iv>' V..U pn.nf- hv wlmli ynu ean

,:„^^. !,;,„ ,,,„ 1„> ha- iH.n a mm- .hild in tho hand-.f yonr

i ,.„.lvr-in-law du TillH. Thr wn^t. h wantod to elap him

.„ ,,..:.,„, in nrd.T n. di-onnlifv him for opi.o,.in- his candida-

,.!•< 'in Xuc.ngen-s eo.i.liluency. 1 have learned from a
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frii'Tid of Florinr"> tlic aniMiuit |iriMliiccil hv tlio -ale of hir

furiu'.iirc. liic u Im!,. ,,{' \\\\\,]\ -he ^avi> to Xatlian for ~tarlii!_-

his paper, arnl 1 kimw what punidn was .-rut |.i him of t!;i.

harvt'-[ which shi> n-iprd this year in the j)ni\ incf-; aini

lifliziiini : iiMincy which, in ihc IdHLf run, all i:')cs into tli.-

pockci- of ilii 'I'illct, Niiciii-VM. and .Ma.-nj. 'I"lic-c thn-
have >r!(l itie ]}a])cr in advance to tlie (idverniiient, <o cnnti-

dent ai'e they of (li>p(i--i>>-in,u' the ;xreat man."'

".M. Nathan w.uilil n'^ver take money frnm an actre-s."

'"Yon diiti'i kn"w the-e pc.pji., my dear,"* said the Count;
"lie wun'i deny i!ie fait."

"I .-hall eertaitdy l'" \'> the hall."' said tln' T'oiintes^.

"You will have some fun," replied A'andi'ne~se. "'.\rmoi]

v.-iili siich weapnn-, yon will n ad a >harp lesson to Xatlian's

v.anity, and it will he .a kimliic-s to him. You will watch the

cbo aiiij Ihuv el' !ii- ra'_:e, and hi- writhinirs under vour stin"'-

iiig opi^rrams. Your hadinai^e will he quite enouLrh to show
a clever i>>an like him the danger in which he staiul-. and
you will ha'\' the .-ali-factien of L'ettiiiu' a 'jmu] trounciiif

for ihc ju^te niili'U team uiiliin their own stahles.

You are not li,-.tenine-, my child,"

""\es, indeed, I am only too much intorostcd," slio an-
gwered. '-I will tell you later why 1 am so aii.xious to he
certain ahoiu all thi.-."

"Certain :-' replied Vandenesse. "If you keep on your
nuisk, I will take you to .-upper with Florine and Xathan.
It will h(> s[;ort for a ixfe.it lady like you to take in an actress
after havintr kept a famous man on tlie « retch, innnreavrinL'
round his mo-t precious secrets: you can harne-s them hoth
to the same mystification. I >hall put mvs(df on the track
of Nathan's minlelities. If I can lay hold -if the details of
any re(int alTair, you will he ahle to'indulLTe yourself in the
spe.iacle of a courtesan'- rap-, which is wortii seeimr. The
fury of Floriiie will seethe like an .Alpine torrent. She adores
Xathan; he is evervthin,i: to her. precious as the marrow
of her bones, dear as her cuhs to a lioness. 1 remend)er in my
youth having seen a celebrated actress, whose writiu" was like
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a L.-duMi-nKiiaV. c-o,n.. t- dvunwd hack her I-ttors from one

;,,"'.,
Incii.l.-. I liavr lu'vn M'fii anyihnii: hU.' u mikv; that

ipui' lury.ihat iiiiiiudcnt di-nity, lluit barbaric po.e . .
•

Ai,- v'Hi ill, Marif?"

••\,,! onlv tlu' lire is r-o liot."

Ti .. C.uiHfs.- wtnl to tliii>: lier.rif down on a -ofa. All at

.,,.,.„, mrakulablo iinpuUc, mspuvd by iho .•..nsunun- adio

, f i,al.,u^v, .Irovo hor to her IVrt. TrcMiiblin- in rv.rv liml),

J.:\ro-rd hur arms an.l advanmi .lowly towards hor hu=-

'"'•11,
.w much do vou know?- ^lu ask.al. '"It i-^ not like

v.: .,, torture mo." Even were 1 guilty, you would give

;: . all I a-y death."'

•Wiiat should I know, Marie?"

• \liout Nathan?"'
,

V,.,, Inlitve you love him," he replied, "but you love only

, ;.'i..iitom made of word^.""

i'h,-ii you do know ?"

i'.v^rvthinj:."" ho said.

Th'- word fell like a blow on Marie's head.

-If vuu wi>h."" he continued. 'Ml shall be as thnu-li I knew

r,;i!ir,lr. Mv ctiild, you hav,- fallen into an aby<s. and I

i .;-i -aw vou; alread'v 1 have d-m' s..methinL'. Se(^ "
^

lb- dr.-w from his pocket her -uarantee and S-hmucke s

f. if bill.-, which the Countess recognized, and threw them

'IV t lie fire.
. .

Wh.it would have become of vou, poor Mane, in three

: •;!]> from now? Vou would have been dra.LMred into

C. -rt by bailitTs. Don't haULT viMir head, don't be ashamed;

MM bave been betraved bv tb.- nobU-t of feclin-s; you have

•••;l,.i. not with a "man. but with your own imagination.

i-::,.p. i< not a woman—not one. dn you hear. Marie ?-who

. .;M ii"t have been fascinated in vour place. It would be

^-;:rd that men, who. in the course of twenty vears, have

:.,;.. itted a thousand acts of follv, should insist that a wo-

•: n i< not to lose her h.'ad onre in a lif^'time. Prav Heaven

I I lav never triumph over vou or burden you with a pity
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piich as you r(>[)iiiliatf(l wiih -corn thf ntluT iliiv! Pnssil.lv

tliis wrctclitil man was >iri(r!. wlirn hi- wrote to vmi. sinccn.-

in Ii-vm^' to |iiil an end lo liini-i'if. -in.-.Tr in rdnrninir that

very I'Veniim to I'loi'inc. A man i- a poor crfatiii-f compari d

to a woman. I am s|iialNin:i now I'or vdu, not fdr mv.-rJ!'.

I am lolcrant, but socioty is not ; it shuns tln' woman wh')

makes a scamlal ; it will allow nono tu hr rich at once in ii.^

regard ami m the inilul.Lrcncc of pa»-ion. Wh<'ih<T ihir- 13

just or not. 1 cannot say. Knoiii:li thai the woi|,l is cni- 1.

It may he that, taken in the mass, it is har-lnT than are tiif

individuals separately. .\ thief. sittin,i: in the pit, will ap-

plaud the triumph of innocence, and filch its jewels as h"

goes out. Society has no halm for tlie ills it creates; it

honors clever ro^ruery. and leaves unrewarded -ilent devotion.

All this I see and know; imt if 1 i-aniiot reform the world,

at least I can protect yon from yourself. We have here to do
with a man who hrin^''^ yon nothiniz hut trouble, not with a

saintly and pious love, such as sometimes commands self-

eiracement and brinjis its own xcuse with it. Perhaps I have
been to blame in not brinirini: more varietv into voiir peaceful
life; 1 oiitdit to have enlivened our calm routine with the
stir and excitement of travel and chanL^e. I can see also

an explanation of the attradion which drew von to a man of

note, in the envy you rou-ed in certain women. Ladv Duillev,

Mmo. d'Kspard, Mine, de Manerville. and mv sister-in-law

Rmilie count for >oniethim,^ in all this. 'I'he.se women, whom
I warned you .-iLrainst. have no doubt worked on your curiosjtv.

more with the object of annoyin^r me than in order to pre-

eipitato yon anions,' storms which. I trust, may have only
threatiMied without bn^akim: over voti."

The Countess, as she li^icnerl to these ironerous words, was
tossed about by a host ef conflicting feelings, but lively ad-
miration for Felix dominated the tempesi. A noble and
high-spirited soul qtiicklv responds to gentle handlim::. This
sensitiveness is the C'ounterpart (*f phy.-ical gr.ice. :Marie ap-
preciated a magnanimitv which .sought in self-depreciation a

screen for the blushes of an erring woman. She made a fran-
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,;,. -notion to l.'uvc tlio room, then turn.'.l Imck. feanni: lest

,., r hu-hiind should ini.Miinh'r-laiul and tak.' alanu.

•Wait :"
>lu' >aul. as ^li.- vaiii>!u'(l.

l.,-.'i\ had anfuUv prepared !ut drf.-iic.\ and he wn? soon

r,voiuiM.n.-.'d for his ilr^ntnc-s: for hi^ witV rrturnrd with

,1,. .vhole of Xathau'b latci.- m Ikt hand, and held ihein out

t
. h'lii.

]•„ !i;y judfn*." sho ?aid, knc<'!in^' hcforo him.

ii,,\vVan a man .jud<:<" uhciv lu> loves
?""

lie ropH.-d.

II,. t.".k ihr \r\icv:- and threw them on llie lire; later, the

;h,,ui:ht that ho had read them niieii! have stood i.etweeii him

;,!idliis wife. Marie, her head upon his knees, hiirsl into

tears.

•Mv ehiUl. where are yours?"' he said. rai-^iiiL' her head.

At till- -pieMion, the t'ounte^s no hm^er felt the intol,>rahle

i.urnm- of !ier eheeks. a eold chill went tlirouLdi her.

"'I'hat vdti mav not suspeet your hu.-lmnd of slandiTin^' the

rnaii uliom you have thouLdit worthy of you, I will have those

i.tNM-- restored to you hy Florine herself."

•(»h I surelv he would trive them back if I asked him."

"And supjxisinj.' he refused?"'

Th.- Countess hun.ir her head.

-The world is horrid," >he said ; "T will not ?o into it any

M.Mre; I will live alone with you. if you forjiive me."

••Yuu mitrht weary again. Besides, what would the world

^av if vouleft it abruptly? When sprin- eomos, we will

travel, we will <;o to Italy, we will wander about Europe, until

aiiotlier child comes to need your care. We mu-t not L'lve

lij. the ball to-morrow, for it is the only way to t hold of

veur letters without ooinpromisinir ourselves; and when

i;nrine lirin,<:s them to you, will not that be the measure of

!ii r power?"'

'•.\i!d I must pee that?" said the terrified Countess.

''Te-morrow night."

'''owards midnitrht next ovoninjr Xathan was pacing the

prniuenade at the masked ball, giving his arm to a domino
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with a vcrv fair iinitati'in of \\u- idiijiiLMl tiianmT. Afd-r
two or ihiTr turn- I\V(. nia-kr.i \\i.iim'|i caiiii- iiji to tlicin.

'"Fonl I vuii li:i\,. (Idiic f,,r \ i.iir-rif ; M.irir i- hrrc and -i • -

yon,"" -ail! \ aiiiiiaic--c. in tlir ili-iiiii-i- uf a wmnan, to Xatliari.

while til'- ('niiiiti'v-, all trcnililiiiL'. aiMi-i-M'.] I-'ionii.-;

"]f \nn uill li-.t.ii. I wili It'll \Mii MM rri- uhirh Nathan ha-

kf'[»t from \<.ii. ami wliu-h uiil >l|,iw \,mi the danirers thai

tFircairn \Miir I'lVe t'«'r liiiii."

Nathan had ahrnpllv dro[ip..d j-'lorinc"- arm in order t

follow the Ceiinl. uh'> eMaped him in tii^' crowd. I-'Ioimt,,-

wcnt to take a -eat h.-idi' the Ci'iinte-,. who had drawn h. r

awav to a form liv the >ide of \'aiiiiene->e, now returned t i

look after hi~ u ife.

"Speak out, mv d.'ar,"' <aid Fleirine. "atid .lon"t suppo.^e

yon can keeji me limL' on the tenterdioi,k<. N'ut a f-reatun'

in the world ear; LTet Kaoid from me. I can tell voii. He i,

bound to me !)v haliit. which i- hotter than love nnv dav."
"In the first place, are you Floriiie?"" said Feli.\. resuniinu'

his natural voice.

"A prettv qiK-tion indeed! Tf you (lnii"t know who T atn.

why .should I believ<' vou. pray?"'

"Go and a,-k Xailian. who is hiintinir now for the mis-
trpss of whom I speak, where he spent the nj^rlit ,l, ,.,,,, ,].^y^

ago! He tried to -title him>elf with eharetial. mv dear, un-
known to you. hecau-e he was ruined. 'I'hat'- all vou know
about the alTairs of the man whom you profe- to love: ymi
leave hini penniless, and he kills himself, or rather he (]oesn"i.

he tries to and fails. Suicide when it diH'sn't come off is

mTirh on a par with a hloodle>s duel."'

"It i.s a lie,"" said Flnrine. "lie dined wiili nie that dav.
but not till after sunset. The haililTs were after him. poop
boy. He was in hidin.L'. that's all."

"Well, you can po and a,~k at the TTot(d du Mail. "Rue dn
Mail, whether he wa- not hrou<:hi there at the point of death
by a beautiful lady, with whom he ha< had intimate relations
for a year: the letters of vour riv.al are hidden in vnur liouse,

under your very nose. If you care to catch Xaihan out, we
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.111 irn ill! three tn vmir h"ii-'-'-. ili' re I >h;in L'ive vnii orul.ir

it \"U call t tiilll llcnr 'if 111- (liirM iiltic- \ri-_v A\< •rtly

like tn lie L'O'i'lllilt U reil.

1 i.at"^ iKit <.'(i<itl .iiiiut;!! I<ir ["Inrme. tli.ink vuu

that Nalli.in rairt liavr a I iVc a
.u Very We

,. . ai:-e

my friend.

iTair."

iutipn-i'. \u- lia> ivduii'hlnl hi> attriiiiuiis to you

iiul the vrry ju'dnf that h'' i- trnnen-
;. . a- it tliat Wrre

- V :ii I'lVi
-"

With a i^oeiety wnrnaii

'

T,'i I roiiljle ah'iiit a. ti il

-Nath;m
that.

ii'.ni

Wdiih 1 villi like hini t'l ( (line ami ti II Villi himself

I hi- wniTt takf yiiu home this e\eiiin

if V..1I u'l't him ti> sav that," aii-wrn

u nime \v ith me. ami wr can Inin

•il i'lurini'. "1 will

t luLiether for those

winch 1 shall helu-ve mi whei. I see them.

Ilil'r •I'llN. aii'i watrh.

11. • iiMik his wifi'V arm ami \vai|i-il wit hill a few -t(>ns of

i-
,;!!:... Hffnre Imii: Xaihaii. wlm \va~ walkin- up ami ihiwn

•'.. I'Miiieiiaile, .-earehiii;: in all ilirectimi- fur hi- ma-k like

has lost Ills master, rrturiird ti> the -imt wlim' theWHO

iii.us uaiiuiiL'' iiail hern ^|llli<

!i-tii!.iaiire 1111 liaIJaonl

III

I'll. Si-cmL" ('VMJriii marks

iiriiw. Florine planted liciself tirinly

fiMiit III him ainl -ai.l iii a comniaiHlinLr voice:

V-'ii nui-t nut h'avc me; I have a rea-mi fur want in<_^vou."

.M, whi-pcrcij I he ('ounte>s, hv her hii-haiiirs in-

T'li t lull-. Ill llaniil's ear. Then -he ai ,1. -Who i- that

,ea\e m r immediatelv. I'o oiit^ule, ai d wail for mc

liie foot of trie staircase.

it! tliis terrii)ie strait. Uami] shook oiT n ii'Milv the arm oi

.riiie. \v lio wa< ipiile ni!pre|>ared for -uch \ioliMH e, anr

.'!! cliii,i:in,;: to liim toreiMy. was

at once lost him-elf ii) the crowd

otlllLreil to let jro. Xa-

t did I tell Villi
? crieii Felix in the ear of the stui)e-

1 I'li'riiie. to whom he o fl'ered his arm.

'I 'nine,

arriage

she said, "let us go, whoever you are. Have you
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Vandciif'ssc's i)ii!v irply \v.i> tu Ihiitv Fl'irin*' nut an!

hasten ti» ri'juiii In- wil'c ,ii .1 -["it aL'tvi d ii|ioii iiiidtT i
-

folniinailf. In ,1 |.u miiniii'- ih,; ilin-c il-nutinr-i, hri-l,!

convrvcil liy \'aiii|iiir--r'- ( ' lai liiiia II. ariisiil at tin' liuii-f ••<

tlif artp'--. uliii tiMik iitl' li'T nia-k, Miih'. dc X'ainlciir.-,-

coiiiil ii'il fi-|irr-- a llifill of ~ui|iri-i' at lie- .-i^rlit nl" ili^

acti'os. li(iiliii;_' Willi ra-c. iiiaLMiiticfnt in her wrath anl
jcaliiu-\.

"'I'll ri' i-.'" -aid \'andi'nc--c, "a ('4'riaiii writing'-' a-i', th^'

key iif u hirli has iicvrr i)r.n 111 wiur hand- ; the li-itcrs iiiii-t l.r

in it."

"^'iii havf nil- thi'ip; voii kiinw -(ini<'t!iin<.', at any rate,

which ha- liiTii iinthiTin;.' inc I'nr .Mill,- ihi\>," said Flnriiic,

da^iiiiiLT mtn ihc -ludy to fiMcli ihe wntiiiir-casc,

\ anil<air>-i' saw In- uiff lm-mw [laji' inidiT her mask.
Floriiie\ niniM ti Id ini.ri' ..f Wiihan"- itiliiiiarv with the

actre--; than was aitoL:i'tlier |i1im-.iiiI for a roniaiitic laii\

love, .\ Uoiiian"- eyr is ijiuik to M'i/e the trillll i'l -lleli iii.i;

ters, and ihe Coimte--; read in iho |irnnii-iiioii< lioii-idiuM

arranueiiieiii- a eunllrmatinii of what \'aiidene>--e had told

her.

Flerine returned wiih tlie easo,

'"Hnw sliall We ojiell it?" die -aid.

Then she <rnt for a lar^'e kili hen knife, and when Iier

maid hreiiLdit it. lirandi>hed it with a ninekinu' air. r\(|aiiii-

in<r:

"Thi- i- th.> wav tn eiit o(T the preits' dear-" lieail-
!"*

The Coiiiiti-- -hiiddered. She iTali/ei| now. I'Vcn more than

hor hii-hand",- wmd- had enahlrd hi r to ,\n tlw eMiiniL: hefure,

the depth- from \\-|iii ii -lu' had -k narrnwh' e-cipnl.

"What a feo] 1 ami" cried |-"|oriiie. '"His razor would he

hctter."

She went to fi'ti-li the r.i' ir. nhiili had ju~t served N"athan

for -ha\inL^ and cur the ed'.'.- of ihe morocco, 'i'hev fell

apart, and Marie"- 'etier- appeareil. Klorine took iqi one at

random.

•Iii Ihu Fr.iuh, • i>nu''t.<.'' wliii-li iiii'iiii> • Invu-li-ttiT!' " ».< wt-U as "obickcns.'



A ItAl'il IIKI! <»1- F.VK 127

. .Ill -lii'il •

li, llii- I- -'UK' '"" '•" h-.-wnrk! Only soo how

tonk til' Iter- ;in

irn.,i thrill til A t.llH'' in i.nliT

1 l\;llili<i thfin tn lli-i wife

tu .,.. if they wt-H' a

:l:.r,
r.,r tin-.

'Wl
nil I'T

•Will v>n -ixMili.'in 11!'

•W li.it .1 'l"i

,,,. |,||!-;
• crinl ri"ini.'. iva

,,, -hall tia

11

,1 Vari'l''!!''-^"'- li"MinH

l,,rtv thnii-aiiil franc

l|.;,,, Ii,- I- In MLTIl ,iirli thiiiL:-'
•Hntid

|,,,M- ih.' ilHciiiin'n t. "Ah: Vf:

\,- \lllll- Ilil "M ,.1' ('. .11111 .\n(l 1. who wnrkcd

1,. .lea! h1,. !,M,lv ail'! -'111. raiMi I'j- ni'iii'

r ihiii
-ia\i I Ilk.' a 111'hiMkiT tn -av.

• V in the pnivincos

hiiii: ThatV II

all "^rr t-i ll,„ ,1„m! fnrhiiii. aial la-'ll trample you

1,,,. i-,„,i ! 1 -hall liaM' It out Willi him for tin-.

.i.^lir I

Van I,,
I,,..-,, hail tl'-'l wiih ih.' Irttor-

.||,_ ,!„.,,: |ui iiv iloiniiio. li'llVi' lllf otlf. 1 f you plfii-so,

.,i.| 1,, throw ill lu- laio.
.

,
,. ,

..Tlia, ,-iM,i.o-ihlyM..w.".ai.l \ aiiih'iu-s^.

• \i.,i whv. |ira\

V

•ri ,,,,tlirril ino i- voiirlat.' rival.
•

, <ti „i,

..y,', .l'„M ~av -ol W.-ll. -hi' ini.-'ht haw saul 'Thank

v,.\:
'' " rflril l'"li il'l ll''.

, , , ^,»

""a,,,, what iliiiiilovnu.allih,. fnrtv thou^util franr^s.

.,. ! V 111.1. n.--o. with a polil'' how.

•'Vi
;' Jilonihaiipin^ha, av.mn. foll..wwhoha~onc.o

•,
I .,,; In 1 1-t.' for a ->'<'>n<] timo it.-^ di^cnm-

p:;:;r'^;:::
..:,;o:';;;n;,.i,r,.an,anof,in.a,,,i..th.r.

: ,:,v-h',i ofa-..if-~o„.h, iloath. T!oh Uao.il no lon.or

,.,, :,/.,f n.aknt. awav with hini-olf ov,.n af-or ;nm^^

, : :„n .,f S.hnuu-koV ..Miaranl,.—phunlv thrmit:!. h.- m-

;:.,,;;,,,,,,• Van,!,ai..-.^^^-ha.l r,..ln..,.l hit. to a. till worjo

.V >;. ,han iha, fnmi whuh l-had tnoil to .-..,0.. o

,.,„.„„., l,.,C.iunt.-.'-aiM in onl-rt...xplnin

.,
;,;!l,,;v..nf,l,,.'..wh^•hllurn,.llllri.h...rthan.^^r

..„:;:.,.: ",•;:;! i::.n„i wuh .i... .t.mv. .•omfui .lano. wh,.h

,„,,;;„ ,, i„iu--:,lilo harri.r IlIw.^m, a man ami a woman.
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With all his audacitv. Xatli

durini' the winter to iuldres- i

m made no further attempt
ountess.

He unburdened hi Xllll

to him of Laura and Heatric

de Vandeiie>se occurred lli

hnwcvcr. to Bldiidot, discDursii

e. \\licne\'er the name ol M

sage )t' one ol tlie

paraphrased tluit lieauliful

rreatrst jiocts ni.> (|;iv- •1) nam o

me.

pa>-

f the
soul. Idue flower witli golden iieart. who-,- spreading roots,
finer a thnusand-fc "'

' than fairies" silken tres-:<.s. ^u. ,•,-,. to
tile inmost being an,; ,lraw their iil'e fmni all lliat is purest
there: flower sweet ;in<l hitter! To uproot thee is to draw tlie

heart's blood, oozing in ruddy drops from tliy broken stem !

Ah! cursed tlower. how thou Jiast thriven on mv soul!"
"You're driveling, old boy." said Blorulet. "I grant you

there wa.s a pretty enougii flower, only it has nothing to do
with the soul: and instead of erooidng like a i)liml man
before an empty shrine, you had bcttir be thinking how to
^et out of this scrape, so as to put yourself strai::hr with
the authorities and settle down. You' are too mu<'!i of the
artisc to nudve a politician. You lunv been jdaved on by men
who are your inlVriors. Cn and get yourself jdaved on some
other stage."

"Marie can't prevent my loving her." said Xathan. "She
shall be my Beatrice."

"My dear fellow. Beatrice was a child of twelve, whom
Dante never saw again: otherwise, would she have be<>n Bea-
trice? If we are to nuike a divinity of a woman, we must
not see her to-day in a mantle, to-morrow in a low-necked
dress, the day after on the B(uil.>vards. cheapening toys for
her last baby. While there is Florine handv to phiv bv' turns
a comedy duchess, a tragedy middle-class wife, a "nec'rress a
marchioness, a colonel, a Swiss peasant girl, a P.Tuvian vir-in
of the sun (the only viririnitv she knows nuuh about) I
don't know why one shu :!d bother about socii^tv wom,.n "

Du Tillet. by means of a forced sale, compelled the p,.nni-
less Xathan to surrender his share in the paper. Tl rent
man reeoived only live votes in the constituency which elected
du Tillet.

i

H»S?B*«W»«»WWWWWW
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Whon the Comte-o .l. Van.l.n.-.. aftor a Ion? ami do-

; o Paris, Nathan had .xaotly carru.! out tlu> loroca.t

:-;;„;. KoU,,.,n. Blond., adv.. h.^^^^^^^

;::::-!;v;i:^ :-d:;: -n .;:: ci;;:.;;^^^

M,,,, ,aw h..r anc-u.nt adonT walkin, n, th.— ''^^^

. h ri.n.H- on h,s ann. !>' th. .u. o, a won.an n •
n

,„,,,„„„ .lu. i. inditn.n-nt i- aUay. mo,v or K..M.<;h mt

,,,,,,,,, ,HoH> sh.. has crasnl to louM. a nu.n.tor. e^poually

if :k- 1- i>

i!.-lir--c

imnl

f tht' tyiH' to wliUh Natlian h.lon.ircd. M inc. df Van-

,.lt a pa,..'oMmm. anh:'r:.nnnhor.d her r.mcy for

,,„.„1 \uu\ <hr not hern end heforr ot anv unlawlul pa.-

;:
;he';mrastwhu.hth.sn,ana,r.advd.4,nin..M

.Munatiun. then ofVered to hw husband, would have ^uthced

,,, ,nvv the latter precedence over an an^el.
'

Ulpre^ent \lay this andntious author of ready po^

,,, H.,n„L clnuacter. im. at last oapttulated am n. a^kd

;„„,,,, ,n a s.necure Itke a.tv ord.nary be.n^ ,"'
n

p"
ce

,„„,,1 ,vcrv scheme of di.i.m-rat.on. he nmv live> n p. ace

!,.„,„!, ,1,; shade of a .nimstcrial broad-sheet 1
he r^.

;:!,.,, ion of Honor, fruttful text of h. mocker, a. on.

i,„ ,„„,,nhole. Peace at an, ,.!., the ^tock-u.-traue of h =

,|,.„.,„ciation as editor of a revoluttonary -^^^^'^^^'^^
,,„„,„.. ,Hc thetm. of h>s laudatory arttcles. The he e huo

,,,;,„,,,U, butt of hts Saint-Si.Hon.an oratorv. ^^ 'l;'^"'^

Lv hitn to-dav in weighty ar^un^ent. 'I '-;"-";'^7 ^,^^
i„ nri.nn and explanation in the chan.^e ot Iront o a n

,„„ ,.ho, in the eot.rse of our latest political developments,

havi acted as Uaoul did.

I»1'.I)1KS, /)t'C(TOtwT 1838,
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LETTERS OF TWO BRIDES

To Qpuriji' Sun d

Your naini'. •iloiir f'.odrgi'. whilf i;isti !i rofli'i'ted radiance on

iV lino <':ni \i:\'n\ no in'W L'lorv I'roui this pa^'i' And yet it is

itluT ll'inK'n'st nor ditlidciii-i' w •h lias led nic to jili

thiTi' hm onlv the wisli tlia t it should bear w

friciidsluii between us liuel! has s»i

v..ii,'i rations 111 triumphed over the Imsy ni

it

itiiess to tlie solid

and

aliee of the world.

rvived our wanderings

riiis feelinvr is lian llv liUely now to .liaiif-'e. The f-'oodly eompany

IneUIlilv names, wlmli will rein ain attached to my w jrks

u element of jpleasiue in
fnrins a

\,\ their increasinj

i,. fresh nnnoyane

tlie midst of tlie vexation eausec

nundKT. Kaeli fresh book, in fiiet. K'ives rise

were it on Iv in tlie reiiroaelie aimed at my

tiio 111

fi'Miii whi

,litie I>en. as tiiou^'li it ei mid rival in fertility tlie worid

•h I draw my idels

f the future antiquarian o
(;eiir;:e, i

in tliis coiiiiiany no

Would it iw\ be a line thin«.

,f dead literatures were to t\ud

ne Init (.M-eat names am I ;;enorous hearts.

frieni bound liy pure ai 1,1 holv ties, tlie illustrious flsrures o

iTutury Mav I ni>t justly pride

rather tli;in on ti

io Unows you wt

1 do here,

myself on this assured pos-

For

hlm-

itablopopularity neeessarily un

U, it is bappiuess to be able to sijin

Your friend,

De Balzac.

I'.^Ris, June 1840.

(131)
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FIRST PART

I

Lonsi: m: cii.wi.iv.v to uenki- ni-: mmtombr.

I'Alus. <4-i,trnibfr.

SwEKTHKAKT. r ton :nn I'lv,. ! .\ii(l I am the fir.t too. unless
you have written to Hlojs, at our sweet trvst of letter-
writ in ir.

Rai-^r those Lrreat lilack eve-; uf your-;, flx.'d on mv openinir
sentence. an<l krcp this cxciiriMi'nt f.ir th.- letter w'hieh shall
tell you of niv tlr^I low. Ik the way. whv alwav> "first:-"
I.s there. I wonder, a >e( und love;'

Don't -o rniiniiiir n,, hke ihi^. y,,u will -^av. hut iMI me
rather how you madr your .-x^aiH'' from the eonv.'nt where
you were to take y(Uir vows. Well. dear. I don't know ahout
the Carmelites, hut the miraele of mv own deliveram-e wa- I

can assure ynii. mo>t humdrum, 'j'l n- erie- of an
ronscienee triumphed over the dictates of a

.Karmeil

tern policy.
there's th(> whole mv>terv. The M,mhre melaiicholv whiel
seized me afti'r vou left hastened th.e ha
lid not want to see me die of a

whos

1

'py olimax. my aunt
line, and m\ mother.

e one unjailin;,'' cm
gave way hefore her.

So r am m Pari-, ihanl'

could

!• tor my malady was a novitiate

k< to you too. mv love! Dear Renee
you have >een me the day I found inv>elf parted f

you, well nii,iiht yor have Lrloried in tl

roni

le deep impre^-ion you
had made on so ;.onthfnl a l.o-om. We liad lived s.

stantly to^^ether. <liarin;_' our dream> and lettin
roam toirether. that I ver

welded to::ether. like fhoM' two HnuLrar

o eon-

.tr 'Mir tanev
il\ helieve oiir -ouls had hecoin

vve heard ahont from \S \\

X
of eonvc

ian ijirls, wlio-^e death
eaiivi-au'e— [vvir mi-na-iied lieinj,'!

ever surely was man tietter eut out hy nature for the po'st
(^onvenf rifii-iieinii 'nt physieiau
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'\'vU UK', t

111 niv ^'1(101

Aid vou iM)t droop an d sickt'U witli vour ((liirlinp!

iiv (Ifprcs^ioii. couli

r tlu' !< which t)iii

.1 di. iioihiiij: but count

d a< thoudi dis-Uut it Sr(MU(

had

iWl'll o

ncd thcur. I wcaric d ..f life, like a turtle-dove

her uiale Death smiled sweetlv on lue and I was

I'T-ii eding 4 uietl'- 10 ( li^.. To l)e at Hlois. at the ("arnielitc

iliied ireai 1 of havin,ir to takt' Miv vows tiiere. a Mile.

N'alliere l,ut without her preuu ie. and without my

How couk 1 1 not he ^it k unto death:

11 nw ditterent it us.

verv hour hrin^

d to he! That monotonous pxistenco

•I'c »

-icr I-

its dutv. its |»ra,ver, its ta

•rate rei:u laritv that you ea

ihuii': in any place, at any

rith

tell what a Carmelite

dav

;

hour of the niiiht or

dlv dull routine, which cru dn's out all interest in

)!iMVeii:ent.

and 111 thcM

UKliiv'>. had hcconie for us two a woiId of life and

liiia'Mna tion had thrown openopen her fairy realms,

our )irit> raiiiTtd at uU. eacli in turn servin,;?

Ill iiiric stec( 1 to the other, the more alert quiekenin<: tlie

ri'W-v tht> world I'nun which on r bodies w ere shut out

1„., ;inie the ]day^'roun

frolic-ome adventure

d of our f mcv which rev(ded there in

The verv j)rr^ II

to uiuler-tand what was so (

Can

'.viv. 1

when

Hte

//((• >Vji'/i/s helped

arefnlly left unsaid: But the

ompanv. 1 lieeanie a true
was reft of vour >weet c

Mich as they appeare<l to us. a mo

n^tead of tryin.i: t o ti

idern Danaid,

less barrel, draws every

,!:iv. froiii Heaven knows w

11,'r to tind it full.

Mv aunt knew nothin,<r of thi^- inner

11 a bottom

hat deep, an empty pitcher, think-

.> hn il as made a par
f

I, roiiveiit. under:

;f,.. if embra(M>d by .trirls of our a^'<

rrine simi.licitv of soul, such as we

life. \\(>^' should she,

\W for herself within the two acres o

inst life? \ relifrious

lemands either an ex-
tand mv revolt apiin

ir else an an

Munt so no

sweetheart, do not pos-

lor for s,df-sacrifice like that whuh makes

t she sacrifi.-ed herself for
hie a character Rn

I hrotlier to whom stie w

iTiknown person or an it

f mortals.

< devoted: to do the same for an

lea is surely more than can he asked
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For thi> last fortni-lii I liiuc I,., n -ulpiii- ilown so mail
I'lllVIIl^r .-n li|;iliy rctln IK. II-. ill iilV IIIIV i)()>ll!

rt'cklfs.- word

and acfiitimlatih- mhIi a ^^oiv ,,( iln,,-- tu t.'ll lit f,,,- vdv
ear alone, that i >i,„„!d r-rtamlv has.. Imvu suirn.-aicd' l,'i;i

for the rcsoiinc (,| l''llfr-uriiin,- a^ a >..itv Mih-iiintc (m (n

I f

beloved talk.v lluw iinn;:rv u|„. , h,,,,, .,,. -
| ^,„, i,,..,,,,,,,,

mv journal tins iiH.rnin,-. ;uid I picture tu mv^,'!!' thai vuui .

IS alrea.iv Parted, and thai, in a Im- da,\-. I -hall he at lmi...
HI yourheautiful (.einenu- vallrv. uhiej,' I kn-u ...ilv ilinK,."
yoiirdeseription,-. .iu>t ii^ yni will livrihai I'an- life, reveal,,!
to you hiihertu euly in our dream-.

Well. then, suvet <hild. know that 0,1 a ,.,.rtain luoniin—-

a red-letter da\ m my liiV-~il,.uv arr,\.d inen j'an. a lad\
conipanion and i'hili,,,,,.. il,,. ja-t ivmainii,..- ..f mv •rand'-
niother.- .alH>. ehar-ed lo ,arrv m,. oif. \\ !„.„ mv auni
^^^miuoiu.l to |i,.r room and inid m,. |1„. ,„.„,-, | ,,,,,',1,1 „„,
speak for joy, and (uily -a/rd ai her -lupidlv.
"My ehiid."" sin- .-aid. in \ut -uiiural \..i,-e. "I can see

that ymi leave me wiihoui re-ivi. l„i, ||,i- jaivuoil „ no!
the la.st.: we -liall nieei auam. (o,d ha- pla, rd o,, v.M,r fore-
head the H-n 01 the elorl. V,,u haw , ho pndo uliuh lead-
to heaven or to hell, hiii v<,ur naiiiiv ,- ,„o uoM,. „, ..l,„„„,
the downward pall,. 1 know vo,, hoMor ,han vou know
yoursell: with you. pa-,on. I ean -,.•. uili he verv diirereni
from what it is with, mo-i wimicii.""

She dr..w me -mtly to iirr and ki-od mv loivhoad The
kiss inade my tlr-l, .-ivop. for i, hiiriiod wuh that eon-umin-
hre whieh eat.- away her lifo. whioh has tnrnod to hlaek the
aziiro of her eyes, and .-ofion.-d iho I,,,,.- ahoiu ,h,mi ha<
furrowed the warm ivory of hor lompi,-. and ea-t a sallow
tin<re over tho beautiful faec

Before replying:. 1 ki-rd horhand^.
"Dear aunt." I .sai.l. -I .hall no^,.r for^ret vour kindness;

and if It has not mad., vour nunnor\ all that 11 omdit to he
for my health of |„,dv an,l -,,ul. \ou mav ho -„|.„ ,„,,i,i„„.
short of a hroken heart will hnii- me hark a-ain-aiid that
you would not wish for me. You will not .-ee me here a-'ain

t !

f t
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,n n.v roval lover has <l....rto.l ,n. and I warn you ^U.t ii^

lis Innu death alone shall tear huu Irom me. 1
foar uo

M.aitespan."

She smiled and said:
. -u , t>i,.i-p

:. :, ...adcap, and take your idle fanc.es wuh yo
.

Th e

,, ,.rtamly nmre of the hold Monlespau .n you than of the

pnitle la Valliere."
^^^^j^ ^^^

I threw my arms round her. Uh pooj a..

i-..,in from e-eortinK me to the carnafxe. 1 hen lier

;:;:;;:;,!:: was ;Uv.d;;i hetwoen n. and the armor.al bear-

"'\, lieau.ency ni.ht overtook me. stUl sunk in a stupo.- of

„_,. ,„,,,, ...aueed by these strange parting words. W hat can

: ..a.ting me in ,h>s world for wineh 1 ha.- - h^^^;;^^^^^^

;t::.gne,myfatherattheCoum..myh.^

m. Philippe took me to my rooms.

The suite IS the one which belonged to my '-'-
'^ -^'^"^

n.other. the Princess de Vaur6mont, to whom -—^^
sort of a fortune which no one ha.< ever to d -' a

^^- ^^

von road this, vou will und(T^tand the sadnes> ^vhKh came

r as 1 entered a place sacred to so many memories, and

f,;nd the roo,ns .iust I she had left then^
!

I was to sleep

in the bed where she died.
. ^ .

S t g down on the edge of the sofa. I hurst into tea^^

f„r..-,t.m' 1 was not alone, and ren>eml,ering onlv ho. often

h^d st^d there by her knees, the better to hear her wjm^

There 1 had gazed upon her face, buried m its bnnui 1. ees

L worn as much by age as by the pangs ot aPl-- ^
d..:uh. The room seemed to me still warm ^^.th the cat

.hioh she kept up there. How comes it that An. an^-

I,n„we-Marie de Chaulieu mu.t be like some P'^-'^-^"^
^i^';

^vh.. .-leeps in her mother's bed the very morrow of her

,!„„hv For to me it was as though the Princess, who died m

1817, had passed away but yesterday.

'1
;

-'k*
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I fisiw irijiny tl)iiiL:< in llir r.H,iii whii'h onirht to Imvo been
removed. Tlwir pn-rtKc -li.,w,..| the (.in'|(.<.ii,.>s witli wlii,!,

POO|,1,.. I.u.v with Ihr Min.ir, u\- <{Mr. WAV I,V:,I thrn own, aihl
also tlio lift!,, tllnil-ht Wllicl, l,;„l ImtH LM\V,| ~i,„r hrr (ieatll
to till. ^niiKl nl,| IihIv. uiiM will ahvjiv- (vnuiii ..„,. ,,f tl..'

stnkii,- li.nuv. uf th.. ci-hfrcriih .•..„turv. IMnIi,.,.," scoinc.l
to (livmc .-omrtliin- ,,( i\u- ,-.iu-r of niv t.^nrv lie to|,| i,,,.

ttiMt Iho fin-MitiMv of 111,. j'n.Kc.,- had Imth l.ft i,, „„. i„ h,,,.

will and that my fathrr lud allow,.,! all ih,. Iai-,T <iiit,..
to remain dismantl..,l. a> the l?,.v,.liiti,ui had l,.ft th,.,,) On
hoann- tins I ro,-... an, I I'lnlip,,,. ,,,„.,„.,1 ,|„. ,l,,or of the
small dra\vim:-room wlin^li l,.ad~ into tlir re.vpi i,„i. rooms.

In these I found all the weli-rei! •nlxred u-eeka'^e- the
panels above the doors whuh had ...ntained valualde pict-
ures, bare of all laii ,.mpiv frani,-: l.n.kvn marbles, mirrors
oarried oif. In „|,| ,l,.,v^ 1 wa~ afraid t,) nn up the state
6tiiirea.se and cro.ss the>e va.-t. ,],•>,. rted rooms; ;;,) J used to
pet to the i-riiK-ess' rooms by a .Miiall staircase which run.
under the aivh of the lar^vr ,.iie and leads to the >,.cret door
of her dressin^r-riNmi.

My suite, consistintr of a ,lrawin--room. l«,.,lro,Hn. and the
pretty mornin^<:-room in <,arl,i ami ^^,,1,1. of which I have
told you. lies in the win- ,,n the si,!,, of the Invalides. The
house IS only separated from th.' boulevard bv a wall, covered
with cre,.,,ers. and by a ^ph'tidid av,.nue of trees, which min.de
their folia-e with that of th,. voim^r ..j,,,. on the sidewalk
of th(> hmilevard. But fur tlu- b|ue-and-,-nld dome of the
Invalides an,| it^ ,i:ray ston,. mass, you miizht !), in a wood.
The stylo of d,.c,,rali,ui in ile's,. ivH.ni-. t,.L'-etb(.r with tiieir

situation, indnate-^ thai th.w were the o!,l s!u,w ^nit,. of the
duche-,... uhil,. th,. ,luk,.> „nist have ha,l tlu'lrs in th,' winp
opposite. T!„. two Miitos .-nv d,.cor,,ii..lv s,.parat,il bv the
two main blocks, as w,.ll a^ bv th,. .vntral one. which ,MM,tains
tho.-^e vast, .irloomv. n-oiindin- halls shown me bv I'hilipp,.
all despoiled of th.ir ~pl,-nd,,r. as in th," davs of n,v .-hildhood,"

Pliilippe ^'rew (|iiit,. . on(id,'nt i.i! when he saw 'the surprise
depicted un my countenance. For you must kn,>w that in thi.s

. Ill
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,„.„, .,f ,l,p!unuuv ,h.> vH-v sorv.n.s hav. a rosorvo-l ami

:;.^^^^_,,,, , ,,,.,, ,,;„fthHr ,n-,M"'rtv. and tha, m,v al hor

:„:;•: an-h,,.... h!nn., ..tuna,.-! th. .luna,.- at thn. hun-

,„.',.':„„, .>,a. ...uhlnlH.,iuU,nvrathpu>s,...lo

;: ,
;. this MUMH.v in arran.n,. a narna..- for ,.,.«..„<

,;:'::M;„..,o,li,.in,!u..-..nv..n.y
Th,-wa.,h..hr.. thought

,,, .,rrH inf on the thn-hoM <'f my lion..'.

X Ml.n.V, ^vlKU would 1 i.mv.MV..n th..n to rest n,v hoa

;vorshould.r...r.otran.pov,
nn-..IMoaK.davswhn

;',:/:.;andmoth..rn.ad,.th,.l.lVorth,...nHnn..'
^out.o n

p U.. world Imvc h^.n alo„. in loviu, .n.-vnu a..sjX

t '

•on.lH^ and <h. who <nrv,v..s onlv >n n,v h..ut. tlu. ear

o!,l ladv. who.e still vouthfnl ..vr^u.-d to opon^ fro.n sLcp at

n;.. ,-,,11. How w,.!l w,. undrrMood ra,!. otluT .

Th,... nuMnorirs snddmlv rhan-rd n.v mood ^^ hat at

1>. had seen>...a pn-fananon. now hroath.-d ot ho v as.ona-

';„ „ ,vas^w..t toinhaU-th.. faint odor of the powdor

-h.. loved stUl lin^er.n^ in tho roo.n ; swoot to sl.ep l>eneat1i

,;„. :,,,u<,p of tho.. v.dlow dan,a.k n.rtains w,th the>r wh, e

pui.-rn. which nn>^t have retauu-d sonict nn? o lu; spmt

Lanann. fron. her .,ve. and hrea.h. I told '1''''^" «

,,.;, „„ the ol.l furniture and make the rooms look a> if they

..,.,. Uv.d in : 1 explained to lum mvs.lf how I wanted -ver)-

,i,i.. arran...d. and whero ,o pn, .aeh pu... of ,urna..^^

!, ,h,. wav 1 entered into possession, and showed Ivns an

.„. of vouth midit ho L'iven to the dear old th.n-.

n,.,hedroom is whUe in color, a little duld wnh tnne.

„.. a^ the ^ildini: of ,Iie fanciful arabesques show, here ano

,•,:,.,.,. a patch of' red: hut thi^ etTeet harmonizes wHl with

Th:' faded colors of ihe Sav.miH'rie tape^trv. which was pre-

..„„,„., ,0 mv trrandniother hv Loui- XV. alon.r with us por-

trait TVie timepiece was a gift from the Marecnal d. baxe.
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and thi' china ornaments on tlio ma ntol piece oamc from the
Muri'chal de I.'icli.lieu. My ;:riiii(liii.>tlirr's portrait, paititil
at the a;:e ct' t wenu -five, haii;;.- in an oval frame opposite
that of the Kmi:. 'I'he I'riiice. iter hn.-baml. is eonsi)ieiious
by his jil.-eiice. J like this frank neLriiu'etice. nntin^ed hy
hypocri>y- a charaeteristic touch which sums up her charm'-
inji [icr-^onality. Once when my ;rran.lmother was seriously
ill, her confessor was ur^'ciit that the i'rimr. w h,, was waiting
in thi' drawinjr-reom. should 1,<. admit leil.

"Me can come in with the doctor and liis drugs," was the
reply.

The bed has a canopy and welj-stutred hack, and the cur-
tains are looped up with line wide haiuN. The '

irniture is

of gilded wood, upholstered in the same yellow ,,.imask with
white flower,- which ,lrao.- tiie window-^.'a-id uiiich is lined
there with a white >ilk tiiat ]nok< as though it were watered.
The pan.ls over the doors have heen painted, by what artist
I can't, say, hut they represent on« a sunrise, the other a
moonlight scene.

The fireplace is a very interesting feature in the room.
It Ks ea,sy to see that life in the hi.<t century centered largely
round the hearth, where great events w(>re (>nacted. The
copper-gilt grate is a marvel of workmanship, and the mantel-
piece is most delicately finished; the fire-irons are beautifully
chased; the bellows are a jjcrfect gem. The tapestry of the
screen conies from the (iohejins and is ex.p.isirelv mminted;
charming fantastic figures run all ovi-r the frame, on the
feet, the supporting bar, and the wings; the whole thing is
wrought like a fan.

Dearly should I like to know who was the giver of this
dainty work of art, which was such .a favorite witli her. How
often have I swn the old lad v. her feet upon the bar. re-
clining in the ea.sy-chair. with her ,lress half rai.^rd in front
toying with the snufi'-hox. whirl, |,,v upon the h.h^e between
her box of pastilles and her silk mits. Wha.t a cr.piette she
was! to the day of h- r death she tool; a.s miir'h pains with
her appearance as thougli the beautiful portrait had been
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,„„U.-1 nnlv v(stor.1av, an-l .ho w.-r. wa>tmjr to roc-m. tho

.',..„,. „f ,.x.,u.s,t..^ fro.n th. Court \
ll-nv th. anm .air n-

,J\U to uu' tlu. inin.ital.U- ^^^v,V "f •»'• ^^l^"*'-^ "' •'^'"' '''"'^

''"rh!"
'

woi.u^n of a i)ast -cuoratioM l.avc .arn..! otT wiUi

.;„„, srcrrts whirh an' vory tvpical of tlu-ir a-.'. I he

l,,,>..>s had a crrtain turn o!' th- \u.ul a wav "1 <
ropp.nj:

. , r .'lamr an.l her nMuarks. a < hoi.r of word., wauh I look

I,- m vain, even in n.y .notl.. r. Th.Mv was .id.. .Iv m i

,1 and thorc was -..od-naturr ; the points wcmv niady without

Vnv air.rtation. ll.T talk was at nn.v lon-thy and concise;

[i.,. ,„ld a -ood storv, an.l could put her mcani.v- ni tliree

,,;„.,!- Ahov.. all. "^lic was cxtivnudy frco-lhinkmL'. and

-hi- ha.s iin.louhudly had its cifcct on my way ol looking at

""['p^n, seven years old till I was ten. 1 never left her sido;

:, pleased her io attract me as much as it pleased me to iio.

'[L preference was the cause of more than one passage at

„ruw between her and mv mother, and nothing intensifies

,v.,i,n.r Hk.. the icv breath of persecution. How charming was

i„.r .rr'i.etin- -Here vou an>. little rogue'.- when curiosity luid

.augiit mellow to glide with Wealthy
^"f

^^^I'l^'; '7;''";;"^

,. inr room. Slie felt that 1 loved her. and this childish attec-

.„.„ was welcome as a ray of sunshine in the winter of her

"' I don't know what went on in her rooms at night, hut

.,:,. liad many visitors; and .hen 1 *«'"; ''"/'P* "'J
'"^'^'^

n.rning to see if she were awake. I would find the dra.ing-

r,„.ni furniture disarranged, the card-tables set out. and

^atc'ies of snuff scattered about.
^

'Plus drawing-room is furnished in the sanu^ style as the

, :!r.M,m The chairs and tables are oddly shap-d. with <'law

.,„t and hollow mouldings. Rich garlands of ilowcrs. ...aiiti-

.;!v -lesigned and carved, wind over the mirrors and hang

,! .wn ,n festoons. On the consoles are fine china vas..s. The

.r.und colors are scarlet and white. Mv ?;"n'^'""'^^'-/';^^

r hi^^h-spirited, striking brunette, as might be inferred from
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Ir W.I- 'irt'i' in t he .'iflirnnnn when I irrivcd. AImhh li.ilf-

|\, !{,,-,. ,,iiii<' and l"lil Mil- that my iiinllitT li.i-! p'-

, I. >,, I \\,\\[ (III \ ii<i,iir- til ji.ix my ri'-j)r( I- m hi'i-

,1. iiioihrf li\i- Ml a -lilt"' "II llu uifiiirl lluur. i \actly

•,,.,[1011(1111^; t" mini', ami m iIh' -ainr Mork. I am |ii<t

(ii r h' .III, ami id'- -.hih -i iiti >iairiaM' -i-r\f- t'nr lintli.

-, t'.iiliir'- itmiii- afi' m thr lilm k (ii'|in-it.', Imt afi' lar^'fr

lii,. whiiN' III' till' spare iii( tipii'il li\ till' L'r.iml -i,iiira-r

our -nil- lit' till' Imililiii.L', 'I'lu-r amr-iral man-nui- arc

, -; ,h i"U.-. that, iiiv lallur .iml mntlicr < 'iniinm' tn iK'rn|iy the

.:..iinil-fli'<if ro'iiiis, in <pili' nf lln' -ncial diitic* wliich have

.•til.' mure ilr\iilvt'd nn thrill With ihi' ri'tiini of thr I'.iiiirhoii-:,

.!:.! i!.' rvm utilf tn m I'lVc ill til' Ml.

1 found my mother, dri— id for the cveninL'. in her

dr.iwiiiL'-room. wlin-e noiiiiiiL'' i- chaiii-'ed. 1 came .-lowly

(': Ml the si.iir.«i, •^peeulatni;.' with every sti'p how I should

he !uet bv this mother who had -how n iier-elf so little of a

7ii"rh<T to me, and from uhom. diiriiii: eii^ht vear-. 1 had

hiaril liothiiiL' lu'vond the iwo letter- of which you know.

''.d'jiiii.' it unworthv to -iiinilate an alfecfion I could not

|'i.--i!i!v feci, I put on the air of a pious imhecile, and entered

ill.' room with manv inward ipialiii-. which however >ooii

lii-appeared. My mother"- tact was eipial to the occasion.

.>!!i- made no pretence of emotion: she neither held me at

.ir'nV-len^'th imr h!i::;_'ed me to her hiwom like a heloved

'iiiiiirhter, hut ^'reeted iiic a< thoULdi we had parted tlic evening

liif'ire. Her manner wa- that of the kindlie-t and most sin-

iiT" friend, as -he adi!n--ed me like a ^^rown [ktsoii, first

';i->iiii: me on the forehead.

"Mv dear little one." she said, "if vmi were to die ;it the

"nveiit, it is niueh tii'lter to livi- with voiir familv. You
;rii-trate vour fattier'- plan- am! mine: hut the a^'c of hiind

elMdionco to parent- is pa-t. M. de Chaulicu'- intention,

;;tid in this I am (juite .-u one with hitn, i- to h .-e no oppor-

luiiitv of makinu' vour life plea-ant and of lettinir you =00

liie world. At yi'ur a^u'e I >hould have iliouudit as ymi do,
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tuit her arm round my neck, and drawing me towards her,

ki-id ine on tliL' forehead most aU'ec-t innately.

•itcar child," siic s^aid, "we have jieople coming to dinner

lo-dav. Ivrhaps you will agree with me that it is better for

\m li'it to make your first appearance in society till you have

i„ei) ill the dressmaker's hands; so, after you have seen your

fatlicr and brother, you can go upstairs again."

I assented most heartily. .My mother's exquisite dress

uas the first revelation to me of the world which our dreams

l,:nl pictured ; but I did not feel the slightest desire to rival

iivT.

Mv father now entered, and the Duchess presented me to

him.

llr iiecame all at once most affectionate, and played the

father's ])art so well, that I could not but believe his heart

I'l be in it. Taking my two hands in his, and kissing them,

with more of tlie lover than the father in his manner, he

said:

".So this is my rebel daughter I"

And he drew me towards him, with his arm passed tenderly

round my waist, while he kissed me on the cheeks and fore-

head.

"The pleasure with which we shall . tch your success

in society will atone for the disapi)ointment we felt at your

( hange of vocation," he said. Then, turning to my mother,

"Do you know that she is going to turn oi.t very pretty, and

VMU will be proud of her sonu' day?—Hero is your brother,

Hhetore.—Alidionse," lie said to a fine young man who came

in, "iiere is your convent-bred si.ster, who threatens to send

!ier nun's frock to the deuce."

Mv brother came up in a leisurely wav and took my hand,

wliieli I'.e pressed.

"roiiie, come, you may kiss her." said my father.

And he kissed me on both cheeks.

"1 am delighted to see you," he said, "ami T take your side

against my father."

I thanked him, but could not help thinking he might have
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yon mav liko. in cmm' Mi<^ (IriHiili (Inosn't plon^o vou, for

'.Miiir. (ir ChaulifU will iK.l liiivr time t<v -n (lilt with you

ii, !lu> IllOI•nini:^. A carrin^zr and man-servant shall be at

VMiir (lir-piisal."

"Lit nit> keep Pliilii.i)e." I said.

So he it." he replied. "But don't h.- unea-;y; yon have

!;:,,i,,v enouirh of your own to he no l)ur(len either to your

nmlher or me."

"Mav I a.-k liow mneh 1 have?"

"Crtainlv. my child," he said. "Your ^'randmother left

,on live hundred ttmusand francs: ttiis wa- the amotint of

i, r -avimis, for she would not alienate a foot of land from

ill,. fami?v. Tills sum has heen placed in (iuvernment

Mo, k. aiuK with the aecumnlaled inlere-^t. now iirinirs in about

f,,nv thousand francs a year. With lhi.> I had jmrposed

I!, akin;: an independence for your seeoud brother, and it

!. heiv that von have upset my plan-. Later, howrver. it is

pn.-ihle that'vou may fall in with them. It >hall n-t with

vuur-(lf. for 1 have confiilence in your <iood seu<e far more

ll!;ni I had expected.

"I do not m-ed to tell you how a dan'_diter of the (^haulieus

n,!-ht to behave. The pride so plainly written in voiir features

IS "inv best L'uarantee. Safe<:uards. such a< common folk

Mirround their dau,-;hters with, would be an insult in our

<"amilv. .\ slander retleetin.LT on your name mi,<:ht cost the

iif,. of the man bold enou,i.di to utter it. or the life of one

of vour brothers, if bv ehaure the ri-ht should not prevail.

Xouiore on this subject, (iood-bve. little one."

Ho kissed me on the forehead and woiit out. T cannot

understand the relimpii^bnient (d" thi.> jdan aft.'r ninr vears'

Persistence in it. My father's frankne-- is wliat I like.

There is no anihi<:uity about hi- words. My rnoiicv oiiidit to

!i,.lonL' to his Manpiis son. Who, tlien. has had bowels of

riMTcy'r My mother? My father? Or could it be my

brother?

remained sittinjr on my rrandmother's sofa, starinir at

the pnrse w

lO

hich my father had left on tlie mantelpiece, at
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eloth,n, won.an hasl;;
'^

';;:^;:;r

''' "^y ''-'d- The under-
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""•h" U.UI ,„.. „:, :.^.^""'"- ' ""• "II.".-.- lunA, ,„v
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;:i7'''

'* '--i. -n
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faeoful in his moven,ent< If!
'""'.''•/""•' ""'^ ''-^-tromelv
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it bt'pomes plain to nio that tlicse two, so jHTfoctlv matched

ill birth, wealth, and inciual supLTiurily, liw- entirely apart,

and have notiiing in eoiiiinon but their name. The show

of unity is only for the world.

The cream of the Court and diplomatic circles were here

lij-t night. Very soon 1 am going to a liall given by the

Miichesse de M rigneuse, and 1 shall bo presented to the

s Hiety 1 am S( .ager to know. A dancing-master is coming

ivcry morning to give me lessons, for 1 must be able to dance

111 a month, or I can't go to the ball.

Before dinner, my mother came to talk about the governess

wiib me. 1 have decided to keep Miss (iritlith, who was rt>c-

oinniended by the Knglish am!)assador. Miss (iritlith is the

(laughter of a clergyman; her mother was of good family,

and .she is perfectly well bred. She is thirty-j^ix, and will

teacli me English. The good soul is quite handsome enough

t'l have ambitions; she is Scotch— |»oor and proud— ami will

act as my chaperon. She is to slee|) in Rose's room. Rose

will be under her orders. I >aw at a glance that my governess

would be goveriU'd by iiie In tiie six days we have been

together, she has nuule very >ure that I am the only jierson

likely to take an interest in her; while, for my part, I have

a.-artained that, for all her staiiicMiue t'eatures. she will prove

•T.commo^lating. She seems to me a kindly soul, but cautious,

i have not lieen able to extract a word of what pa-sed between

her and my mother.

Another trifling piece of news I ^^y father ha< this morn-

ing refused the ap|)ointnient as Minister of .State which was

"iTered him. This accounts for his preoccupird manner last

!:ii:ht. He says he would jirefer an emba>-.y io the worries

f public debate. Spain in espeeiai attracts him.

This news was told me at luiirh, the one moment of the

d.iy when my father, mother, a'ld brot.her si'c each other

ill an easy way. The servants then only come when they

aro rung for. The rest of the day my brother, a-^ well as

.iiy father, spends out of the house. Mv mother ha-; her toilet

iiiak( between two and four she is never visibie, at four

. H-
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I am prn>;:ly ijrii"raiit mid I w.u] a lot, })iit (piito itidi^J-

f riiiiiuatily. one lionk It-adiiii.' to aiiutln r. I fiml tlio nanio.^

I

:' fri'sh l)oi)ks (Ui llic (nvcr of the uin' 1 am ivadinir; Imt a.s

1 h.ivc IK) oiH" to direct iiic, 1 li^dil on sonie \vlii( Ii arc fcar-

t':::iv dill!. Wiuit modern literature I have nad all turns

;i['iii love, the subject which used to l)ulk >o laru'ely in our

liiiiughts, because it seemed that our fate was di-termined by

man and for man. liut how inferior are these authors to

lu 1 lilile jrirls, known as Sweetheart and Darlinir—otherwise

l,'i iiee and Louise. Ah I my love, what wret( hed plots, what

ridiculous situations, and what poverty of sentiment! Two
|m i)k-. however, have t-'iven me wonderful ])leasure—Corinne

.r.'.d Aduljihc. Apropos of this, I asked my father one day

ulutlier it would be possible for me to sw .Mtne. de Staid.

My father, mother, and Alphonse all burst out laughing, and

.Viplmnse said

:

"WherL' in the world has she sprung from?"'

To which my father replied:

''What fools wc are I She springs from the Carmelites."

"My child, Mmo. de Staid is dead." said my mother gently.

When I had finished Adoliikc. I asked Miss Gritlith how a

wninan ci>uld be betrayed.

'Why, of course, when she loves," was her reply.

Kenee, tell me. do you think we could be betrayed by a
!i:an?

-Miss Griffith lias at la~t discerned that T am not an utter

'L'noramus, that T have somewhere a hidden vein of knowledge,

!ii" knowledge we learned from each other in our random
arL'iiinents. She sees that it is only suiierficial facts of which
1 ,ii!i ignorant. The poor thing has opened her heart to me.

H'T curt reply to my question, when I compare it with all

*!i • sorrows I can imagine, makes me feed cpiite creepv. Once
more she iirgt»d me not to l)e da/zlerl !)y the glitter of society,

t 1 be always on my guard, especially against what most at-

tnit(>d me. This i- the siim-total of Iht wisdom, ami I can
get nothing more out of her. Her lecture>. then^fon', become
;!. trifle monotonous, and she might l)e compared in this re-

Fj>ect to the bird which has only one or}'.
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III

TlfK SAMK TO THE SAME

My Daulixo,—Ikrc I

Deeember

Worid. J{y way of j.reparation 1 iuiv U

am ready u> make my bow to the

all the follies 1 (•ould think of hefon
entry. This moriiiii>', 1 h

en tryin;; to commit
solHTiiii.' down for mv

nvf seen niv.-elf, after1
, ,,

^' " ^'^" iiiN.-iii, aiier manv re-
hearsals, well and duly e<iui,,ped-stav.s .hoes, ouri. dZ
ornan.onts,-all ,n order. Fo|l..wi„, ,],„ „,,„,;,« « duoS
ber^ I wanted ,o s.,. how I would look, an.l had no dillieultv

arr'rb?;" ' 'TT'
"'' "'

T^'""-^'
''""^ "•"""''''' '—J to

with hat spleml.d n.axnn of anti.|nity, '"Kmnv thvself -'
and

«:: t;.;.;;
'"• "1'"" r

'""^ "'"^'"^ "»• -- -^-^anc,.^ (.nthth was the ...le sp.vtator of this doll's plav in

You J T '',"""•''',' ""' *'^''''- ^'^*" think vou knlw m
"

lou are hu^'ely mistaken.
Here is a portrait, then, I?enee, of vour sister, formerlydisgUKsod as a Carmel.te. now brought to life apiin a. a ri^obus society ,irl. She is one of the .reat^t bl i i:Pranr.--Proven,t'. of course, excepted. I don't see that Ican give a more accurate summary of this interest 111,".^!;:'

'

adore thn"'"V,"-'
""'>'

^T'''
^'''' ""''''

^ ' "'^"- ' ^h^^''^adore hen,.
1 hey arise from what is most promising inn^o. When you have spent a fortnight admiring the ex-

1)1r "'7' r^'
,•""'"• """'"'^'^ ^'•"'•^- -"^ ^h'>t im.her the)i che,s..e de ( hauheu, ,t is in.possible. my dear, not to deplore

serv ng the fin.Miess of the wrist, and a certain grace of linem tliose hollows, which will yet fill out and ..how plu2round, and well n.odeled. under the satinv skin. ThJ me-'what crude outline of ,|,e arn. i. seen a.ain i„ the sho, 1.71^Stnetly speaking, indeed, I have no shoulders, but only two

-̂m 'im



f X .^K'JX^lkiM^£^mm^ .^'

LETTERS OF TWO BniDES ISl

oouy blades, t-taiulin},' nut in harsh n lief. My figure also

kii.-v.- plianry ; thoro is a stifTness almut t!u> side lines.

IV'of ! There"? the worst nut. But then the cnntnurs are

h ; i and ddiiatc, thi' hri;,dit. pure tlanie of hcaltii hites into

ti;'/ vmnnius lines, a llu(jd of life and nt hlur blood pulses

uiidir ilk- transpart-nt skin, and the fairc<t dautrhter of Eve
w<ii!d .-c-cni a ne^Tcss beside nic I 1 li.ivc the font uf a uazelle!

My joints are finely turned, my featuros of a (Jreck correct-

ne;-s. It is true, niadanie. that the flesh tints do not melt

into taili other; but, at lea.st, they stand out eloar and bri.qhf.

Ill ;.iort, I am a very pretty frrcen fruit, with all the charm
i.f unripeness. I see a great likeness to the face in my aunt's

old missal, which rises out of a violet lily.

'Iliere is no silly weakness in the blue of mv insofimf eveg;

tile white is ])ure motlier-of-pearl, prettily marked with tiny

veins, and the thiek, lon;x ladies fall liki' a silken fringe.

My fuiihcad sparkles, and the hair gr.iws dcliciouslv ; it

TiiMile- into waves of jtale gold, growing [jr^wiier towards the
(I 111 re. whence escape little rebel locks, wdiieh alone would tell

that my fairness is not of the insijiid and hysterical tvpe. I

Sim a trojucal blonde, with plenty of idnod in mv veins, a
bl"iide more apt to strike than to turn the cheek. What do
yen think the hairdres-er proposed? Ho wanted, if you
plea-e, to smooth my hair into two bands, and place over my
firehcad a pearl, kept in place by a gold chain I He said
it would recall the ^lid lie A^^r^.

1 told him I was not aired enough to have reached the
n..iii!le, or to need ;in ornament to freshen me up!

'I'lie nose is slender, and the widl-cut nostrils are separated
by a swoet little pink partition—an imperious, mocking nose,

V'-wh a tip too sensitive ever to grow fat or red. Sweetheart,
if this won't find a husband for a dowerless maiden. I'm a
dinkey. The cars are daintily curled, a pearl hr.nging from
either lobe would show yellow. The neck is long, and has an
nndulating motion full of dignity. In the sha(b> the whit«
ripens to a golden tinge. Perhaps the mouth is a little large.
But how expressive ! wh.it a f^dor on tho lips I how prettily the
teeth laugh I
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1«"„ unp.Mn;:„ne; uhen .hueeases to I.. „',
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'
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foroe,.,,,. n,<,i,n,euh r,,H,ep to heal, he ;j it:,:; r^^wlHTea. I e,,M u.„n„l an,l heal ,„..,,her W,. ,. , i^'
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P rleftmn of our extrennti..., uhidi are -innl.ir I t-A-a tor ,ny father, who is shrevnl an.l subtl... I v he , ,, ^ :

o^.^v.ran.ln.oth..ra,ulhe,-ehanni„,voiee..h..h Z^^

i M as .f had left the eonvent to-,]av for the first time'-r soe.etv
[ ,1o not ye, exi^t : I a,n unknown to it Wl ,?.;n.vsh,n, ruou.ent: I still hel„„, „„,, to ,v ,f ^^^flower just hlown. unseen vet of,„or,aI eve

' '

^, 'I'

;'""' •",;':'"• '"> ^^*-"'- "^ ^ Pa.--Hl tho .1rawin.-rnon,

d ;r:;:^r';:'''-''"-'''''
-^^ ''M-..r east-o,r :eho.::cioltKs. a queer feelui- ,,nne .,ver n.c. Re-nn for the n., -t-mety al»n,t the future. r,,...,.f.„Hetv.;h.,;;l^^t

•e pale .hnsu. whul, ue u..,! „. pi..^ ,„„, s,rip^nhe rHals ,n l„d„-hear,e,l innoeeuee. ,h,.,.., ,,,s somethin.'. , Uti-U but .trance, fantastie vi.ions also ros... whu/c:r:ho^
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; i K int> tlio inner dcptli-. wlifnic tlifv liad «prun?. aiid

.. ..iii.r 1 (iiiri'd not follow tlicin.

\\\ licni'c', 1 have ii n'.L'uliir tri)u-s(Mu I It i- all l..'a uifiilly

i;
; ,i\vav .11111 iiirt'iiiiH'd in tlii' (ciiiir-wiHMJ drawi-r- witli

,i. .ill. red fmiit n|' riiy chariiuiii,' ilri's-in;:-talil<'. Tlii'n an?

;;i:ii'!i-. -liiit-. ;:li ' .'-. all in Ia\ isli a'lundainc. My fatluT

:.iiid'\ |ir(-riiti(l nic with ttu> jirctty ^rrWiraw-; a L'irl lnvcs

; ilM'--;im-i-a-f. inijrt scrvici'. >cfiit-l»>\, fan. ^llIl-llad^•,

I',. r-li'>iik, L'did I liain. ca-lunrn' -hawl. 1! ' ha- aN' jirmii-

-,
! I'l L'lvi' iiic ridin;.' li'--()iis. And 1 can dan !'. Tn ni'irmw,

:, .. iii-iil'il'l'iiu cvcnillL''. 1 (I'liic (111! !

M\ drt'.-s is whiti' niii>!in. and on Hiv hrad 1 wear ^'arlariil

-f wliitt' niM'- in (ircck styl''. I >hall put <>ii niy Madoiuiii

•',
•

. 1 mean to play the simpleton, and have all the women
• •I: ]v.\ <'u\>\ My mother is miles away from any idea of what

I \wili' to von. Sjio lMlic\es me (piitr destitute of mind, and

wm;M iio diimfounded if -he f' ad my lett. .. My hrotlier

(;ni ur> me with a i)nifound contempt, and is nnil'orinly and

j" i!e!y inditTerent.

!!' IS a handsome yonnir fellow, hiit iielaiiclio v. and ^'ivon

t" iiHiods. I have divined his secret, tli"Uirh neither the I)uke

i!i.r Duchess has an inkling' of it. In >pite of hi- youth and

!ii- title, he is jealous of his father. He has no position in

t' State, no post at Cieart, he never has to say. "I am
-.- :!!:.' to the Chamlier." I alone in the hon-e have sixteen

!; !irs for meditation. My father is ahsorhei] in pnhlie husi-

!.i - and his own amusements; my mother, too. is nev^T at

I'isiire; no member of the hous(>hold practi-es self-e.\amina-

!'>:>. they are constantly in C(unpany. and have hardly time

tt> live.

I -liuuld immensely like to know what is the potent charm

.1 ' !'lcd hv soeietv to keep y)eople pri-oner from nine every

''. riin^- till two or three in the morninj:. and fone them

: . li.' -o lavish alike of strenirth and money. When I lon^'ed

i'>r it. I had no idea of the sejiarations it brouirht about, op

:'s overiniustering spell. But, then, I forget, it is Taris which
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' t'^rhWDw n\ f\v.) (K I,,./ I ,,,,,,, , 1

f:'.-v iu,,.i.,i.,,,.:,l:: "',';•/;• 'I;:-; p-

t II ilai- will, I, ,,,. I, , ,' ,'
,

'"' "' ''""' -ii-

arms c-ross..,! \V„, 1,1 ,„„
'"-'"•.""'''• ^i l"vHv hat. ,nv

'""' ^"1 lie icvc It > V..( ,1
was thrown at i.ic .,,,1 n,,,, ,

'

'
"""''" '""

^^' I •»-, «rn„;r, ,h,.,,. was,,,.,.-. ,i„'l.
'

' ' .•'•'/^"^ "'"--a .Ink,., and a .harmin-
'
"'" ^^'•"' '>y. Th.. in.iividua!

r "i,. was niv ratli,.r. and li,.

x-":^':;;';;;:;',:-:-- > •—^"^'

in,.

I"

niv iudo-n.i.nt ., ,.
" '"-tTiiiiinainin. n

«-ha,^i,t
"";'„

;';;:,':„;:
"" ^""'^ '"»».« ^-v .-.«iy

e.ic™t.i:tir,.:"',r';ur''''''v''^''''*''''"-^'"e nil. iiu> thittcrin-.'- hmna-,. uroha-
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;.;. fail)'' from a riirriii;.'<'-iiiak('r. I liavo boon (piito nut in

!L- :v,kunin^' of my fmr-i. IMaiiily. hfauty. that rare fiid

A li (oKics ficiiii heaven. i> ( ninirHiiirr in I'ari.-i than I

•i, ii_hi. I »a\v !iaU ilnlViil with (Irlcniuc tn sirii]MTinfr f'"iN ;

,1 piijilc t'aif <'alli'il t'orth iiniriiiiir.- >>(. "It i« «h<'
1"' M>

i;,..iiiir nrcivrd an iniiniTi-c aiiiuuiit nf aiiiiiiralH'M. Then' is

i;i ,i:i-wi'r ti> this pruliN'Mi. aii'l I mean tu timl it.

Ill" men, my ilear, i-eemed tu me <:eiierally very u<rly.

'1 • • I'.w exceptiDn-i are iiail copies of us. Ileavcti knows

: it e\ii j:enins hiU! inspired tiieir (•ostniiic ; it is amazin^'ly

.',. ejaiit (ompared witli tho-e of former jrenerations. It has

I
I distinction, n<. iieaiity of colur or romanec: it appeals

•
. ihi r to the senses, nor tlie mind, nor liie eye. and it must

li' \< r\ iimnmfortahle. It is meaj,M-e and .-tnnted. The hat,

.i:i. '." all. struck tne ; it is a sort of truiicateil eohiinn. and

.iis not adapt itself in tiie h'ast to tlie shape of the head;

I

,ii I am told it is easier to brinj,' aliout a revolution than to

i;.\. Ill a ^.'raceful hat. (.'ourajro in I'aris recoils heforo tho

r!ieii;:ht of appearintr in a rouml felt; and for lack of one

;,n"~ darin;:. men stick ail tlicir lives m this ridiculous hoad-

;

i.ie. .\nd yet Frenchmen are said to ho fickle!

'Dii.' men are hideous any way, whatever they put on their

ii. ids. I have seen nothing' hut worn, hard faces, with no

cil.'ii nor peace in the expression: the har-h lines and furrows

^I'.ik of fiiiled ambition and smarting vanity. .V fine fore-

:
'

i 1 is rarely seen.

•.\nd these are the product of Paris!" I said to Miss

i;i:l!ith.

"Most cultivated and pleasant men," she replied.

I was sileni. The heart of a sjiinster of thirty-six is a well

' f t 'lerance.

In t!ie eveniiiiT I went to the hall, where I kept close to

::.'." mother's side. She irave me her arm with a devotion

Wiii. h did not miss its reward. All the honors were for her;

1 was made the pretext for charmini: complimi'nts. She

w.i- < lever enon^di to find me foo!~ for my [lartners, who one

.!•,.! nil evpatiiited on the heat and tlie heantv of the ball, till
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you inij,'ht supiio-i' I was frrcziii;: and liliiid. Xot ono failnl

to iMila ••^(^ on ihc ^traiii:<'. iiiiln-anl-ot'. extraordinary, odd, re-

markable fact— ilial he >aw nie for tlif lir>t time.

My dre-s, wliic h da/./led me as I paraded alone in my wliite-

and-gold drawinir-rnnm, was han ly iioticeahle amidst tin- ;:(n'-

geouri finery ot' mn-t of the married wumei!. 1-iaeli had her

band of faithful followers, and tln-y all watched each oiIht

askanee. A few were radiant in trium|iliant beauty, and

anionirst theM' was my mother. .\ ;,Mrl at a iiall is a mere

daiieinir-machini—a iliinLT of no e(ins('(ininee wli;ite\-er.

The men, with rare except ion>. did not impri'ss me niore

favorably hero than at the Champs- l^lysees. 'I'hcy have a n.sed-

up liiok ; their features are ineanin,L:le-s, ur rather ihev iiave ail

the same mcanitijr. The pnmd. -talwari bearint: which we
iind in the portraits nf our anee>ioi's—men who Joined moral

to physical vii;or—has disa|i|)eareil. Vet in this jratherini;

there was one nuin of remarkable ability, who stood out from

the rest by tlie beauty (d' his face. Uut even lie did not rouse

in me tlie feelini: which I should have expected. I do not

know his works, and he is a man nf no t'amily. Whatever the

j,'enius and the merits of a ])!ebeian or a commoner, he could

never stir my blood. Besides, this man was obviouslv so much
more taken u[i with himself than with anyiiodv else, tliat 1

could not i>ut think these ;rreat brain-workers must look on ii.s

a.^ (liint,'.s ratlier than jxMvons. When men of intolieptual

power love, they "i!^'!>t t" ^^ive up writing', otlu'i-'.vise their love

is not the real thinir. The lady of their heart does not come
first in all their thoughts. I <eemed to read all this in the

bearing: of the man I sjieak of. I am told ho i.s a professor,

orator, and author, whose ambition makes lum the slave of

every bijxwig.

My mind was? made njv on the spot. It was unworthy of

me. I determined, to i|ii:i:-rel with .society for not iK'in<r im-

pressed by my merits, and I ^rave myM'lf up to the simple

pleasure of danein<:. which I thorouirhlv enjovetl. I heard a

great deal of inept gossip abnin people of whom I knew
nothing; but perhaps il is my ignorance on many subjects
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^i/,,l, pivVi'tU^ 111!

,
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ami wuiUfU

frmu iiiiinveiiUiiifi it. ii

l,„.k a livrly plra^ur.

1 <a\v tliat most

in trilaiu ruina rk^

illi'T fallill;.f trniii lln'ir own lip^ ,!• Iho-f o' o

l,,,i,,l,.^ with cni^'iiias w

I\rl nui/.r of intn-iu'.

huh lo<ik lian

lluT;;.

.l\v. It

t?o-

Yrt I am ta •U'K .f Sight

liranii;!, aiM 1 ii~ to IIIV Wllr Ml 1,, M,ir( , nlu' tl<»'^ ii"t

t, ',r tol(

1
rriurniil lioinc

,i III all iiiiio(rnc(

,,,!:,.,. who \\a- with un'

It 1 l]l;l^t i;c\<

•M\ ,1,'ar <Iii

U,.;. !n lie ^il^•|l

tin.<l with a i)lfa>aii t sort of tiredness,

licnan (li-i-ri .ill'' my ^<'i -ations to my

She chcckrd 111 Willi tlu' warning

]• Miv >iu-n til illl:^ to an V one hut htT.

d." f-hf a(lili'< 1, "It m ihN a . iinich lad to km)W

t iis wIk'H to speak.

Thi.- aiMi-.' hroii; r]it hom(> to m«' thf natu

V. 'i'.t h on; ht to 1)0 CO

\cii a iiiolhiT.

iiceak'd fn>ii 1 I

At a glaiKc 1 mca-iin'<

IT of the sensations

,t rxeepting

1 the vast
ver\ one. n

r, i,i ,.f fetiiin ine (Iniilieiitv. I can a <-lll-e voll, swi'i

111 oiir iinaii ;l<heil vimiiMel tv, woiild I>as?-

aua ke litile seamial-iiKinger. What les>ons may \»

theart, tliat

for two very

con-

.1 111 a tin.irer ,n the lips. Ill a won 1. ;, look: All in a

.iinin 1 wa> ^el/e

iiin speak ol

Willi e\e( -Sive >llVMe-- Wliat ! may I

ihe natural plea-ure

.IIK Ml'. •How then," I saiil t o m\>(

I f.vl 111 the exerciso

If. •ahout the deeper

I w,'!lt to Ue( 1 ^or^ow ful. and 1 >till sulVer Imin tlihe >hock

,,.,,,,,,, i„. thi^ llrM eolli-ion o^

jh tiie iiar-h hrv\> " •-"'"

,. Heeked with my white a(»o

f niv fra;ik. ,i"yi

\; ready tli'' li'.^'

1 : Farewell, heloved.

u- nature

hwav iiedgt'9

u:nki: dk MArcoMH K TO i.orisK UK rii vn.iKr
O-f.Aer.

1 II
(.ejilv vour letter moved im

,l,.lv' (iitVerent deslini<-'

ahove all. w lull I (oinpare

iw hri Uiant 1- the wor Id

,1 aiv eiiterin 'j:. how peact ful till' retreat where 1 >liall end

ri\ nio( le?t career

HlHI
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In the ('a,-t!c of Maucoiubc whicli is so \\v\\ known to yon

by (Ji'SCTii)tii'ii that, 1 >liall -ay no inort' of it, 1 foiniil mv
room almost exactly as I left it ; only now I can enjoy tli.-

splemlid \ iru it ^nvi'^ of the Gi'iiu'iio.s vallfy. whiih my chiM-

ish eyes u^((l to set- witlioiit compri'hemlin;:. A fortni^'ht

after my arrival, my father and mother took nic, alon<r with

my two broihtTs, to dine with one of dur nei^dibors, M. tie

I'Kstorade, an old jzenllcman of ^ood faiinly, wlio has niadr

himself rieii, after the jirovineial fashion, by scrapinp; and

parin-.

M. dc I'Kstorade was unable to save his onlv son from th;-

clutehr- (d' Bonaparte; after suecessfully eluding the eoii-

scrii)tioii. he was frtrecd to send liim to tlie army in IHl:?,

to join till- Km})eror"s bodyuniard. After Leipsie no more
wa.s ht'ard of him. M. dc Monirivcau. whom the father in-

terviowrd in ]i<\\, dcchind that he had seen liim taken by

the IlU^-iaIls. Mme. de Fl-'storadc died of oricf whilst a vain

searcli was luing made in Russia. The Baron, a very jiious

ohl man, practi-ed that fini' tln'olotriial virtue which we used

to cultivate at I>lois— Ilnpd Hope made him see liis son in

dream-. He hoarded his iiiconii' for him, and fruarded care-

fully the portion of inheritance wliich i'ell to Iimii from the

family of the late Mme. de Tlv-torade, no one venturing to

ridicule the old man.

At hist it dawned u|)on me that the unexpeete<l return of

this .son was the caii-e of my own. Who coidd have imagined,
whilst fancy was leading us a giddy dance, that my destined
husliand was slowlv traveling on foot through Russia, Poland,
and (Jermany:-' Hi- bad luck only forsook him at Berlin,

where tlie French Minister helped his return to his native

country. .M. ile rKsinrade. the father, who is a small landed
propriet>)r in Provence, with an income of about ten thousand
livres, ha< not sullicicnt Kuropean fame to interest the world
in the wandering Knight de THstorade, whose name smacks
of his adventiires.

Tlie accumulated income of twelve thousand livres from the

property of .Mine, de i"K>torad<\ with the addition of the
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thorV savin
til

tiling

i;uil.-("

II IS wor

>. provides lilt' pour L'Ull

like two Imndivd and ilfty tllou^alH

rd of honor vith sonie-

1 livri>s, not counting

and lands—(piito a coi ISK l(.ral)!i' fortune

ler

thv father tiad hought, on tl

return, a fine hut hadlv-niana.L'

in Provence.

,f vhe dieva-

'cd estate, where lie (le-

If verv e\e

itrns to p

iTV witli

hint ten thousand niuU'erry-tree

necial view to tliis ac<iuisitio!

in his nur-

The Huron, hav-
raise

fuund his long-h.st son, has now hut one t lloULTll t. to inarrv

him. and inarrv hini to a gi rl of id fiiinil'

My father

itli an eye

nd inotlier entered into tlieir nei^di linr's iiJca

to niv 1 nterests so soon a s tiiev discovered tliat

nee (le Mauiouihe wouh

1 tliat the nioiK

1 he acceiitahle without a .lowry,

•rit from lier

am
iKireiits won Id

v the said Keiiee ought to in

dulv acknowledged as hers in

In a sun

:1

ihir wav. niv younger

the contract'.

hroTher, .lean de Maucomhe, as

-notn as he came oif a<n'. signed a dnctimen t stating that he had

rci f! ved from Ids parents an ailva nee upon tlie estate e(iu al

m ainouu t to nne-third of the whoh". This is t^e cUwice

diich thenohlesof Provence < hide the in fanion

by

Civil Code of

M. de lionaparte. a code wliu

^',„h1 family into convc

I'rench nohihtv. from t

h will drive as many iris of

,is as it will find liu>hands for. The

he little I have heen able to gather,

in to be much divided on these matter

The dinner, darling, was a first nu eting between your swcet-

liea rt and the e.\ ile" Tlie Comte de MaucomheV servants

dunned their old laced liveries an 1 hats, the coachman his

rreat top-hoots; w(

arriv< 'd in state about two o c

:at five in the anticpiated carriage, and

lock—the dinner was for throe-

the grange, w hich is the dwelling of the Baron d.> I'Ksto-

r; H

!

M v father-in-law to he has. you see. nr. ca

Ml intrv house, standing beneath on<

of that noble valley, the
I

stle. onlv a simple

hills at theour

.•ntrance

.luuhtedl the Castle of Mauconi

f

pride of which is un-

hc. The building is (piitc

l)bh nil- coveriH
1 pretentious; four ]n

i-h. and roof.'d with hollow tile< of a

1 with a vellowi-^h

(lod red. (-on?stitute

the grang

'

The rafters bend under the weight of this hrick^
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kiln. The wiiidnw-, iii-criiMl ra.-iialh . witliniit aiiv atti iiipt at

i f

u

syiiiiiK'trv, ha\i' ii!niiiioii> slinitcrs. paiiitod yellow. The gar-

den in wliicli II stand.- i.- a l'ri)\en(;al ^'arden, enelo.-ed l)v low

walls, built III' lilt; round pelililes set in lavers. alternatelv

slopinj: nr npi;-!)!. aci-nnlin.ir to the artistie taste of the

mason, wiiich linds hei-e its oidy outlet. The mud in which
they are set i.- falliii;: away in places.

Thariix- to an imn railm^r j,t the entrance j'acinL' the road,

this simple farm has a certain air of heiiiL' a country-seat.

Tlie railiriL'. Ion;.'- sou,::lit with tears, is so emaciated that it

recalled Si.-ter Anj:eli(pie to me. .\ |]ij,'ht (^f stone steps leads

to the diior, which i> pnitccted hy a peut-iiou>e roof, -nch as

no ])easaiil on the Loire would tolerate for hi- coipiettish

white stone liou-e, with its liluc roof, jrlitterinir in ilie sun.

The ^-.irdcn and -urroundinu'' walks are iiorrihlv du-tv, and
the trees seem luiriil up. It is easy to si e that for vears the

Baron's life has hecu a mere risin^r up and irciini: to bed
again, day after day. without a thouirht hevoud that (d" piling

up copper-;, lie cat- the same I'o.mI as his two xuTants, a

I'roveui al lad and the old W(uuan who ii.-ed to wait on hi.s

wife, 'idle riKuus are >cautily furnished.

Xevcrihele--. the house of KKstorade had done its best;

the cupboard- !iad been ran-acked. and its last man beaten
up for the dinner, which wa- served to us (Ui old silver <lishes,

blackened and batterid. 'I'he exile. luy darliuir pet. is like

the railing, emaciated I II. > is pale and silent, and beara
traces of sulfcring. .\t thirty-seven he might !)e fifiv. Tlie
once beautiful ebon lorks of youth are -trcaked with white
like a, lark's wing. IIis tine blue e\v'S are cavernous; he i.s a

little deaf, which sugge-ts the Kni-ht of the Sorrowful Coun-
tenance.

Spite (if all tin-. I have graciou-ly consented to lu'come

Mine, de TK-toradc ami to receive a dow rv of two hundred
and fifty thousand livres. but (Uily lui the expres- condition
of being allowed to Work my will upon fln^ granu'c and make
a park there. I lia\ed(manded from my father, in set terms,
a grant of water, which can he br.umdit thither from ^lau-
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MlllC. Tn a inoiitli I .hall 1h' M lllr. lie 'l^stnnulc; f'T. il«'ar,

1 have iiui'if a

,, man is ready I'li

aoorJinji to you. iwr'^

1
K«tora(lt; sec 111- \vi

1 good imin'i^-ioii.

ouL'li I'> >'•' II"'

1 In ript'll

AfllT tllf -IinW- nl sihcriii

nt in ih"-( lilack fvi-. wlucli.

fiMiil witli a li'di- Liui 1- (U'

!! (otit'-n t to iiiaiTN 111! /,/(/• /; de

\,l,iih-i>tti }jf>—su'ii li^ y' n- frii'ii'l .- ^1 (Icndid till''

Wliilst von art' {irfiianiii to T' ap ill'' .!">'

existi'iKf wlii'ii await- a

M
VnlllU

,f ihat many-

ladN ,r tlir CliaulicU

! 1 1 i
' and In OUCi II it in l'an~. yniir

|

innr lltl In ~\Vci thnart.

l.'nin.-. t hat child "f ill' l,,„.ri. !ia.- fallnn fmiii llm nmpvrnan,

Wtiilll- r to^'nlhcr \vn

Itlc as tinllR'

had >narnd. inm in'

1 ha\' \"\y'

l-ar main I >f

Iv a.- a dai-y >.

.ri thi^ vol lUiT man. w !,n ha- nn\.

1 to inysnll to emii-

;nnVVIl Vnlltil. luit 1KI-><'<1

s\\i from lu>-irai.

frniu tin- .i"v.-

:,i!„,ro{ Siiifria.

nm thnr .- ai'iii- ihn iMIlhratn ot waT. an(

of lus c mntrv liniiu' to ii„. fro.t< an 1 forced

Humble country ]
asl^v^ wi 11 nidivi'ii tlin monotony

IV tuturo. It iiall !»• niv amhitinn tn nnlar-

'Uni 1 inv lAnu-c. am! in ;:ivc i 1 the lofdly >iia<ln ..r tine t

Mv turf. ih'High i'p'vnnra !. >hall !>e alway- .lm-<''T.

the o.isl!^

liie trees.

I .hall

k 11]. llm hill-idn and I'lant on th.
1 ,irr\ iiiv \>

^0,.,,'. pivttv kin^(|U.>. Wll.'nce

hi'.rlm-t ]ioint

niuer.d' the Mcditerraneai

..t thiu'i- thai grow

jinrhap-. m
Oran

\- cvn- nia\ cat( h tho

and lemnii trce>, am

ill rllOle(
^liall emlinlli-h mv

.1,,,,^. will I he a mother anmng mr iilV chlldlrn.

retreat •. am
tetrv IThe p

ire. w hicli nothing can de-trov. ~ha!' hed.'e ii- nni n(

nd .-landin- l"vallv at the po-t

.,,,,_ror. M\ reiigmus feelm,-- are

tear no
,f duty, we lu

.shared hv my father-in-

l;,u and hv the Chevahe

Ahl darling, my life unri ,11. it-elf hefore mv eve- ike one

r the great higdiways of I'ram

v.r-rwn tree?. This centiir;

•vel ami a-v. -Iiadei with

will not >ee ahi-r I'.iuia-

irte: an 1 ir.v children, if 1 lu'^'' "'^• ,ill not lie rent iroin

Thev will he nun In train and maKc men n f -ttie j.

,f „.v life. If y^ii al-o are t ru, to vnur d -I inv. vnu wno

e among
Mii^rht to find your mat

hildren of vour Keiiee wi

-t till' LM'l'at nlie> ,f llm earth,

Me (

n,,t lark a /.ealou-
i

Tnteetress

II
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F;ireu(ll, (li.n. for me at least, to the rotnanccs and thrill-

ing adventures in wliirh we u-id ourselves to play the part uf
KToine. lie \v hoie ,-|(irv o Ill\ life lies he for e me now

it.< ;:reat. crises will he the tceihiiiL' and iiiitriiioii of the younj;
-Ma.-ters dc I'Kstorade, and the inixhiid" they do to niv shrulw
and me. To emhrojdcr their eaj>s, to \n loved and admired
hy a sickly man at the month of the (ienienos vallev— there
are my plca-^ures. Perhaps soiiu' day the country dame may
pi and >p.iid a winter in .Marseilles; hut daiij^vr d(K'.s not
haunt the purlieu> of a narrow provincial sta<,'o. There will
i)e noliunir to fear, not even an admiration such as could only
make a woman proud. We shall take a ;,'reat. deal of interest
in the silkworms for whose hcnelit our mulhcrry-leaves will
Ik- sold! We shall know tlie stranL'e vicissitudes of life in
l-'rovence. and the storms that may attack even a peaceful
household. (,>uarre|< will he impo^./ihlc. f,,r M. de rKslorade

IS formally .iniioiinc.'.l that he will leave the reins in his
te's hands: an .- I v|kiI1 do nothing' to remind him of this
-e resolve, it ikc'' he may persevere in it.

'^ou, my dea Ijoii , will supply the romance of my life,

lie in full .ill your adventures, describe
• !1 nie what you wear, what flowers

ItX'ks. and what are the words and
lett. Your other self will 1k' always

M-. fetinjr luT fin;:er-tips pressed

—

dd h:;-<' some fun in I'aris now andI

>oyou nust narrate

your haIN and , irt

crown your love

inaniier- if the i

there

—

ii.-tenuit:

with yoj; It' 01

then, wl \, ,u

such is t ! •!'

fancies he 1-

are two?

J am writ

he foolish hv ,

ea( h clier'.,—m\
take my hand.

dis(|uietin<r, I assure you
Ciofxl-hye, dear.

a

.f

arrAi

!0n^

'\V,

lips

Oh

tie r

T.in-

lie

oui

e-inotlier at La Crampade!
Poor .M. de THstorade, who

laii! Will he find out there

nd as henceforth T can only
er stoj). One kiss, then, on

viri^'inal, he has only dared to

'i-enee anil propriety are rpiite

There, I am oil aL'ain. . . .
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,. < -1 Imvr iuM nn.iH..l vuur tlunl IntcT. My .l.ar, I

^;r::v;:;:i:d:tJ-:::::;;ri:i,f:;t'S

n,.tr in Paris to mako tins purchases. 1
.hall rtplj v

k'ttiT later.

VI

DON- FKLIPi: HENAUKZ TO DON FEUVAND
I'ARls, .STpfrmftCT".

,...,ieved in his ,.ro,..taunn.. "
'^J, ^ ,,„ ,.,,,u the

,.,..as wh.U a kn,. . n^ -^
. V,;,:,,.,. ,n..- nnd \hv nioiv Hi- Ma.n-tv as

A true
rpnitection. th. ^tron.er .r.w n.y suspu..on. . ^

Snanianl has n.. n...! to n-i'-at a prmniso. A fluvs of

i.iisuresifxnof auplicity.
For nn-elf. no

\--Mo7 took ship on an Kn.irlish ^^^^el. f >r nn.in.

, ml
«"

l-..r.lm.,.l ur...l .!„• Kr™,!, t,. r. mv
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!h

oncf more till' -licliii' of ;m Airic.-iii <|i'~(Tt. .iml pvon a Saracf'i

i<ir,-t'. Ill ;ni c-tMir wliiiii iiiinr- til ii rmiii SMiMii-ns. II ()\V

thlie eye- u| lhr-r l>ri;.'aiiii- -ulm Inil u-lci-i|;i\ |i,i,| dnsiiicil

Tiiv !Uit!i>vrily --|iiirkli'i| with -iiv;i,L'r Jus .•iinl j.riijr ulicti tlu-v

foUIHl till \ WilT lirntrclillLT ilL'llin-l till' Kill- iif S|i;i!irs Vcn-

(l<'ttJi thr jiiu- iji- Sunn, thrir iii;i-lcr iiml ,i llriian/— ilic first

who h;ii| niiiic |>> \i~it thi'lii silirr llif tlliii' u hi'Il ihi' i-liimi

lic|i)tiL:i il til ilir MiMir-.. Mure i!i;iii ;i -nuT '•( nlli - Wfv n^adv
to |iiiiiil al l'"rriliiiaiii| nf I'lniirlHUi. -on n\ ,1 i^icc uhich was
still unkiinuH whiii ihr Aliriui'iTaLii'- arriNii] a.- i niniiicrors

oil till' hanks of the l.nilT.

.My jili'a had lircii In livr mi ilic incuni,. nl' iln-i' hii^'i' oiatcs,
which. iiiifiirtnnatrl\ . wi- havr m> u'rcatK iii'L:lcrti-i| • hut mv
stay thrrr ciniviiiccii iin- tliat ilii- wa- iiii|iii-.ilili-. ami that
Qu('vcrili)'s rrport- wnv only tno iMi-rri-t. 'I'hi- |iiMir man had
t\VfiiIy-l wn li\i-; at mv ili-po-al, ami not a >iiiLrli' n''al ; jirairii-s

of t.ui'iity thiiiisaiid ai it>, and nut a liniisc; viri:in fori'sts, and
not a stirk of fiiniitiirc ' A millinn |)iastrc< and a n'sidcnt.

nia.-^iT I'll- iialf a ii'iiliirv wmild hr ni'ci'--arv to make tlu'se

ma.uiiilii-i nt lands |ia\. I nui>t -cr to this.

Th.' coiiiiiicrcd lia\i' linic during'- tlirir lliudit to ponder
their own case and that of thrir vani|ui-li('il partv. At the
spectaeli' of my nol'li' cniiniry. a iorp~c for iiinnks to prev
on, my e^es filled with tear-: 1 read in it the presage of
Spain's j.doo!iiy futnn'.

At .Mar-i'illi's 1 hrard of IiieiroV end. Painfiillv did it

come home to me liial mv life al-o wonld hniii'fnrth he a
martyrdom, hut a mariyrdom jirot racted and iinnotiecd. Ls

e.xistence worthy the naiiir, wlnii a man can no lontrer die
for his country or live for a unman y To love, n* ennipior.

this twofold form of the -ame thoiiirht, is the law irraven
on our .-ahn-. I'liililaxoned on the vaulted roofs of our [lalaees,

eeaselesslv w!ii>[ii'rrd hy tlm wati-r. which rises ami fall.- in

our niarhle fountain-, liut in \aiii diN- it iicrvo mv heart;
the sabre i- hrokcn. the palace in a-lie-, the living spring
sucked np hy the harreii -and.

Here, rhcn, is m\ ia.-t will and li -lament.



Don Fcrnimd. ynii wi

l.l TTKits <»r nvo Hun>KS

II uiuli i-'';i"' 1 iinw uliv 1 put ;\

^n•

h.'ck

up" n voiir iinl'i r iinti uidt red vkm tn rniKiin lai tlitul !'> til"

'' /

)l(i. A:- Vnlir Ill-nlhlT illl" 1 fruiii't. I mil

^ Vtiiir I'lii -III-. I iiimiiiiiiu 1. V"U

iUii

!1'V O

\n\\

I will ask

iTicf aiiil tit!

),, ,()Mit' rt't-'ii

fro,ulnmth..^ra.,t-.r.ns.li.n,.H.>anM-r

11,. will prrhai- Iw-itat.. and nia>

in-'

l^ra liy Marif

l)!i,. (ic Soi-ia.

I -cowl.-: l)iit VnU I

il.;^^.l,a. anil that Mar." -an marrv nun.

ill,,.,, ^,n[\ Ic. (illl'V

^,,1 1.1 I 111' Kill'-.'

rty.

t H'at

trll him ihat v.>n an-

hut

a

iiii!ii''n->'

'I'lii- will Mia k,. thr Kill,:: rai int.

fortuiu- <i

t.|n,,il hctW-C

Your proi

I'll

llcrtMlia family whi.h

him and thr a< ronipii-lim''ii' '

"r till

It i.- the

me has

f mv ruin.

)0! ill will Ml'lll to him, tlii'i'i fur... to (Irjirivf nit .f ii

,1-t vv oiirct', am 1 ho will irhully

V,,u will th. II marry Man
hai

Th
111 oVo

o soi-I'i

to V Ml mv -pi'U

t of the muiua 1 love

iii^t wliicliUL'a

prfpan^i

vou ton:_Mi t wa^ 11" >'i '' 1 to mo, alio I liavi

1 tl„. ,,1,1 Count ti

wen' inorcly d'Uii^' what

,„1 ,.arryin^' nut the wis

von takr mv p
Mario am

was tS fxpoc ten 11- 111 iHir
!
)o-ition

hos of our fathor.-; *'vcr vthim: I'lsc

in vour faviu-. You an hcautiful a- a I

;,ii<l arc Jiossi

Spanish L'raii

„..-,>,l of Man Ilea rt. 1 am

hil.l of lovo.

an ill-favorrd

-he w:ll II"

\vv. f"r win

t
oonfoss. Sonii'

111 >ni' "" I- an

li^dit rclui'taiH-i

,n,. part of tho nohlo Spanish -irl "U a,o

i\,.i-ioii to whicn

ho on

• for-

ihrro mav

.lint "f my ""

inii': hut this yi u will soon ovt'i-conii'

Diif (!"' ^"I'i''- .^'i'""
P""'''

l(.c(.->or won Id 1,. ithor f(.-t y"ii a

fLTf

which wil

t nor roh v"u " f A niaravi ,]i. \\. inothor- d)amnn(

^hIVkc t" makf im- I'l'

,,.,1 hv them in t

l,.p, n.lolH. 1 will krrp 1)0-

,;uis(' the L'ap '-an

iillril hy Mario^ jow. l-

i!iv nurse, "Id 1 rrara,

1 wish to ivtaiii.

!„ f.iiinlv <-l^i"' '
'" '"'

You laii -'11 i ihi'in. tln'rohiH' hv

tho only "Tio ot iu:> rv.m t- whnin

Xo one can pro]* lire m\ i Uooo ate a-

l)uriii<r on r hriof rovo'ution, mv lif,. of nnn'mitt

was rcducod to the

was sutVieient t" prov

hniv-t nfc('--aru--

llo. Y"U w

ind tli<-' mv

toil

salary

in>.

II ihoivfniv r.n.l ih- iiK-omo

,f the last two voa r- in tho haiid- ot vol n- -towar 1 This

r:uin IS mini'; nhut a Ihic lie ^^''i-ia I'ann ,t iiiarr\ without a
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' 1

larjro oxpoiuliiiiP' nf mon.'v, ituTcfnrf wr will divide it. Yoii
will not rcfii-f till- wnlfl in

broth • T. \\v,^

L'-prcM'nt from your brigand
n;( ;iti lo ti;i\i' it so.

Th<' barony of Mmiuiiiit. not hem;,' Spani.^li t.rritnrv,

reniaiii> to w. 'j'lnis 1 haw still a country and a name,
should I wi-li to take np a position in t!:.' \v(.rld a<:ain.

Thank Heaven, this finishes our bu-ine.-^, and the !ious<?

of Soria is savt d !

At the very motnent wIk n T dp-p into -inijili' Haron d,.

Maoiinier. the IVcncli cannon announce the arrival of the
Due d'Angoulenie. Yuii will underalaud why 1 break
off. . . .

^

OctubfT.

When T arrived here T had not ten doiiblo(uis in my
poeket. Ho would indeed !» a |)oor son nf leader who, in

the mid-t of ealaiiiities he has not been able to avert. Iia.s

found nieatw to feather his ewn nest. For the \an(|uished
Moor there remains a Imrse juid the de-ert ; for ibe Christian
foile.l of hi-; h.ipes, tip ( loister and a few ^'o!d pines.

But my present n- .nation i- mere weariiie--. I am not
yet so near the monastery as to have abandone.! all thou>:lits

of life ()zal;,'a inid jxiveii me .sev. ral leiii-rs of introd .tion
to meet all emerf:eni-ic>. aim>n<:>t these one to a bookseller,
who fakes witli our fellow-cohiitrvmen the place wliieh Cali-
gnani hold, with the Knudi^h in i*ari> 'I'hi- nan has found
ei^ht pupils for me at three fram - a le-son. I -i to my
pupils every alternate day. so that I have four lessons a day
and earn twelve francs, which is much more than I require.
When I'rraca comes I shall make some Spanish exile happy
by j>assini: on to him my connection.

1 lodire in the IJiie Ifillerin-Bertin with a p..or widow, who
takes boanlers. ^[y room faces south and looks out oti a little

garden. It is perfectlv (piiel ; I have L^reen trees to look upon.
and spend the sum of one pia.-tre a day. T am amazed at the
ainonnt of calm, pure plea.un> whicli I enjoy in this life,

after the fashion of Dionv^iu^ at ('(U'inth. From sunrise
until ten o'clock 1 smoke and take my chocolate, sittinix at



I.ETTEUS OK TWO BRinES 1«T

window ami (ontcmplati lu two Spaiu-li plants, a limuin

, h n- llt ot 11 rlump • aiiiiiif (l.l 1)11 a wlutf

,i;:„lnrs wluc-h nn.>l ...! a tl.nll .hruu.h anv >.... n f

I .-tart for ii li-isoniS. whifli last

,':r;\vhonIn..urnf..r.ln>m.r. AfwrwanU I rnul and

• .ill- till 1 Uo t" l"'*^!-
, .

•

. ,,ti.,. foraloM.MiMi.-with al.lVUk.Mus.c.om-

;,V ', tlHTcfur... K.nia„.!: niv a!„lua,H.„ lias hn-u^ht

:; :,,t„,,...lliav..,.on..n.,^hk.(1.arl..X..no^^^

1 1 IV.. a^r..! .i,uv 1 wrot.. .uv will; to n.v nund thoy

f,,r i-ir as thou-h thcv ha.l nrwr fxi.l.d.

x.w that th^convHitional barrier of res,..., which M,.^
.... l,....rt ti\ vmi (ll> ir l)0\ .

'i;

,. p„„ul Ua< falKii. I <an o^n "'.^ h.'art to yoi

f irravitv. tins lira
iii.Mi ca-ci

hll I.. riK'ss aiK

il in till' armor

1 (Irvotioll. w

(1>

i.. full of

i-hich haw" foiiiid no ohject, and

Wlllill no woin an ha- diviiicil. not cvi'ii -he •^ho. from her

ra.llr, has 1

if iiiv jiolitical I

iccn mv ill -tmci 1 liriilr. In thi- lii's the secret

nthusiasiii. Spain has taken tl place of a

iiii-tr.

i.ii

md recei

n, too, is ^one

ved the homa.L'e o f inv heart. And now

Be

ruiii of what once was me a

if niv beinii. '

Whv did life animate this carcass, a

the

iid speculate over the mysteries
arec 1 of all. 1 can pa/.e upon

Wiiv has that race, pre-cminciit i' c

primitive virtues— it
s^

tropica

this its

-h.ll. i f no stem wa-

iter aloft its Eastern jM-r

..id wlien will it depart?

•hivalry. breathed all its

1 love, its fiery poetrv-— into

irst its rufrjied

•adiant ilower

Of what crime have I

last ofTshoot. if tbi' seed was never to burst its ru

sprin.L' forth, no

iir Mrs .'

Imtii i.niilty before my

'.it-' from tiiv verv in

birth that 1 can inspire no lovi

fancv

Did

,1,..ree that 1 >houId be stranded

i-,-1r-- hulk, on some barren .-hon

f the desert^ where myiinaui' o

a poorchin<r sun w

of a fallen race, vain

'-
T rnul in mv -oul the

father- ran.L'cd. illuminled hs

•hich ^hrivrls up all life Troud remnant

to wa-te. an old man in
force, love run



^" ^ef'-^MLTBr iKSv

ISBU^ikTSMiL^ oaoffiiiyi imi'^*]^:ii^Mr

!«?«?



MICROCOPY RESOLUTION TEST CHART

ANSI cvKl ISO TEST CHART No 7

1.0

I.I

1.25

1=
III

2-5

IB 11^

li mil 2.0

!l
1.8

1.4 1.6

^ ,yiPPi_IED IK/.^GE inc



1 (

11

ICS I.KTTKKS (»! TWO HIMHES

the prime of vninh. Ihtc lirticr tli;iii cl-cwlicrc -Im II I a wail

the last <rracc of ilralli. Ala,-! iindri- ihi- murkv >kv no

spark will kiiiilli- iIicm' a^lii- ;i-aiii lu llaiiic 'I'hii-- iiiv last

words iiia\' i)i' ihn-c of ('liri-t. .1/// (I'ul. I'lmu hn.^l forsuki'n

mc! Crv of aironv ami lirroi-. tn ilic cnic of uhich no mortal

ha s ventured vet to ncnoti'alo

oil ea n realize now. I-Vrnand. what a joy it i? to mo

to live afresh in von .-iiid Marie. 1 -hall wafrli \on licnci

forth with the pride of a creator sati-fiod

each other woll and 1:0 on lovinu" if

m Ins work. I OVC

yoii woiilH not Liivc nio

in: an\' discoid hetween vou would hurt nie more than i:pa

would voursdve-.

Our moihiT iiad a iire-oiiiimcnt lliat nis would one

day serve lier wi-nc: It nia\' he that tin- lotmin:: of

mother constiluto- a |iaet 'n't^vcrn licrMlf and Hod. W'a- sh>'

not. moreover, one of those my-tei'iou- hiin^rs who can hoM
converse with Ile.-iven and linnu' iiaek liience ;i vi-ioii df the

fut ure IIow often have I not read in the liiie~ nf her fore-

head that .-he was co\etin;i' f'U' Fernand the h'liior- and the

wealth of Felipe I When i said -o to her. -he would reply

with tears, layinir hare the wounds of ,1 he.-irt. which of rieht

was the nmlivided pro]ierty of Ijoth her sons, hut which

an irre>i>tilile passion irave to yen alone.

Her s])irit. ilierefor(\ will ho\er joyfully alt'^vc voiir heads

as you how thi-ui at the ahar. M\' inotlnr. have you not a

caress for your I''eli[ie new th;it lie ha- yiilded to your favorite

oven the irirl whom yon rcLiivt fully tliru^l into his arms?

What I have done is jilea-iuL.'' to o\ir womankind, to the dead,

and to the Kuiii': it is the will of (io(L ^lake no dilhculty

then. Fernand : ohev. and he silent.

P. ."*?. Tell Frraca to he -ure and call me notliintr hut

M. Ilenarez. non"t -av a woi-d ahont me to ^farie. You
must he the one livim;- soul lo know the secrets of the last

riiri-tiain/ed Moor, in who-e vein- run- the hlood of a srroat

faniilv. which toek it> rise in the de-ert and is now about to

die out in the person of a solitary exile.

FareweH.
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VII

LonsF. PV. ( •II vrLii:r td iJr.vKi in- MArcoMBE

Wll \T 'P,. \<r marrii'M -" ~iHin. I>" t thi- i> "i> hcanl of.

\i ,ii,' (IkI "f a II'"nth VnU IHMliccciuif I • 11- '1,
!-'< lo a man who is

]]'2i-v ti' vnii. am 1 ;lll(Mlt whnlii you KIlO

Ml IlKIV 1„. ,i,,.,|'___thr,v aiv -. maiiv kiml

w ndUunir.

ol' (Icafne^:

dv. tirc>"m*' iii-uli'Tai

\),,\)'\ Vdll -'! Kern''', w li,,t ilu'v want with ymi

The
1—he

Ymi

f the I'Es-

•,.ra.!.-. tlial i- all. 1-'"
^
"

, ^,. -j ,.o„

^^•';'7 ;i^::;r-^'^::r^,"u,,n:.as,,i,ana.m,eaav,

::j':;::;r:/::ta'i-nn,,....a,...n.whiuawa.y^^^^^^

, -,:ni.l al'unvar.l. to,,!
.n,r,th.T. 1 know

V '

'''t:;- rrr;:, ;:;..::"- n„. v,.,. n,

vou: vmi art' a rn\\.ui\. am) \ '

^ ^

,;ive vou in voiir .irran-tr,.
'

'nr ;l whiilt fortniirh t now. niv Idear. T have been livint

lif,. ,,f sdcictv. oni' I

1 Oiiera. ami a

.vciiniL' a t the Iiahens, another at

!• (;vami <>]

a witching' woi

.1 whil.t mv .-oul i< r'""-''

Iwavr a l)a

1,1. Thi" mii-m <i

l)all afterward Ah ! ,-oeiety

,f the Oiu'i-a enchants ni

1 ill divine jiloa-^nre I am the

centre of admiration and thi- i"iu^ .f all tlie opera-gla-^scs.
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But a sinj:li' j:la!v<- will make llic bnldcst youth drop hi:^

eyes.

1 have seen s'unc ( lianiiiiiLT yoiiii.ir incii tlnTP; all rho *anu',

I don't earc lor anv of llinii; not one lia> routed in iiu' the

emotion wjiidi 1 feci wlim 1 li-toii to (larcia in hi- s|)lendid

duet with rdlc^rini m ah Ho. ilcavcus! Imw jealous Hos-

sini must have hccn to expic-.- jealou-y .-o well! What a cry

in "l! inio eor si divide I"" Tin speaking' (inrk to you, for

you never heard dareia, iiut then you know how jealous 1

am

!

What a wretehed dI•a^lati^t Shak(speare is I Othello is

in love with irlory ; he wins battles, he ;:ives orders, he struts

about and is all over the plaee while Dc-deiiioiia sits at home;

and Desdeniona, who sees herself neirlected fur tho >illy fuss

of public life, is (piite meek all the tiiiio. Such a sheep de-

serves to be shuiLihtered. Let the mail whom I iKmujii to love

beware how he thinks of anything' but loviu;,' me I

For luv part, I like tho-e loni: trials of the old-fashioned

chivalry. That lout of a youn;^ bu'd. who took olfence be-

cause his povereiiin-lady >ent him down amon;jr the lions to

fetch her glove, was, in my opinion, very impertinent, and a

fool too. I)oid)tless the lady had in reserve for him sonic

exquisite tlower of love, which he lo^t, as he well deserved

—

the puppy I

But here am I runninir on a.s thou;:h T had not a jireat

piece of news to tell you. .My father is certainly <:oinf: to

represent our master the Kins; at Madrid. I say our mas-

ter, for I shall make jiart of the embassy. My mother wishes

to remain here, and my father will take me so as to have some

woman with him.

My dear, this seems to you. no doubt, very simple, but

there arc horror> I'ehind it, all the same: in a fortnijzht I

have probed the secrets of ihe house. My mother would ac-

companv my father to Madrid if he wmild take M. de Canalis

as a secretary to the embas>v. But the Kiii.L' appoints the

secretaries; the Duke dare neither annoy the King, who hates

to be opposed, nor vex my mother; and the wily diplomat
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1...1 l.'VO? he hii^ en t tho knot !)> leaving: the r>iK'ho>? here.

an

Canali-. w

will) (11hivatcs my mother's ^ncio

f the aay. i> tl"' .^"^i"?

tv. ami who no

.111 ii''S llllHlMll ;1CV \V\ th !»T from three o .lo( k to live.

doubt

Diplo-

IlUii V mil st lie a line ?=uo jwt. Cor lie is a:* regu iir as a <iambier

tl Stoek Exeliange.

Due de Hhet<.re, our e

MiisK-aK woiiiu be

.fon- he remain.- m
xtinj.nii

l^lri^

Mer brother, solemn

.iKd l)v his fatlier

,
cold, and

it Madrid,

!lia t AlI'b<>n^e i S ill lo\H- wit

^li.'. Grilhlh has found out

,; a ballet-irl at the Opera

is it p issibie

have nolieen

to tall

that my
in love w

brother come

,ith lejis and pirouettes 1

J to the theatre

lil

aiure

fullia ( lant^s there; he api'la lUl the ^teps

Hid then uoe out. Two ballft-jxirls in a

I fanev, more destructive than the phi-ue

only

^i this

family

Mv second

her is wit h his retriment and I have no t vet seen him.

I'hus 1 t comes aliout tliat I have to act a: the Antijrone of

.Majesty's ambassador Perhaps I ma V t'et marrifd in

'Hi u. and perliaj:>s niv I'atlier's idea is a marria<ia<Te there with-

;i dowrv. aiter the pattern of yours \viti\ this broken-down

;an,1 of" honor. My fi'thir a>ke( 1 it' [ would ^o with him,

iiii I offered me the ust f his Sitanish master.

"Spain the country for cast! in

liap s you hope that it may mean m
tlie airl" I crie(

arriatres for me
!'

'Per-

For sole reply he honored u with a lueaninj: look. For

me
w

davs he has amuses,1 himself with teasin- mc at lunc

atches me. an

Tuellv a.-

d I dissembli In this way I have
}
ilavei

uiih In 111 (
itlier an 1 amliassador in

/
tto. Hadn't

II me for atak(

d tliat Young

fool? Ilo a.ked what I thoujrht of this

rls whom I had met in

r\era.1 houf

man. and of some p

1 replied with <p'ite inane rema

lor o

_'iirc

,f their hair, tlieir faces.

Mv father sixuiied disa])!

an

11 oi

md the ditVerenc

nted at my erassnes?

rks on the

their

and

:uwa rdlv i>himed liim If for bavinj: ask*

•Still, fath.-r. 1 added, -don't suppos

d me.

T am savin>: w

pea llv think: motlu r made m afraid tlie o.ther day

hat

that

i had spoken m )re fraiiklv t hail I ougbt of my impressions.
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''With your family ynii (Mh -jicak iniiif freely," mv niothor

replied.

'Verv well, then." T wenl on. "'V he vniiiiLT men I I lilV

mot .*0 far strike me n- loo -elf-eelltered I e> e\clle ititenst in

others; tli<'y are miicti more lakcii u|i uiih ihem-elves than

witli tlieir eomiMin

.

lleV e.ili t he aeell-ei| of iai •k of eaiiiior

Jit any rate. 'I'hey put on a eertain e\pre--ion lo talk to u-.

and drop it airain in a moment, appaivnilx -atislliil that we

The m;in a-^ lie eon\cr.-e- is ilie lover:use our evedon't

silent, lie is tl

imJ)l)s^ihle to kiKtw what llu'y reallv are. except

le hii-haml. The L.nrN. a-ain. are -o jirtificial

that it i.

from the way they dance; their liLTurcs ami movements alone

are not a sham. P>ut what ha- alarmed me most in this

fashionalile society is its hrutalily. Tlie little imidents which

take place when supper is announced </\\i- nuc some idea

—

to compare small thing's with LM-eat—of what a p()[)ular ris-

ing might IK'. Coiirtoy is only a thin veneer on the LTneral

selfishness. I imai:ine<] -ocDtv \cr\' dil fcretit. \V omen eount

for little in it ; that ma
ideas."

y perhaps oe a survival <if iioi laitartist

'Armando is coming on evtr.iordinarilv." said mv mother.

"Mother, did you think I .-hould never get hevond ask

to see Mme. de Stael ?"

My father smiled, and rose from the tahle.

ing

Mv dear. T have left one tl imir out

have reserved for vou. Tlle love which wi

Saturday.

TTere is the tidhit I

iiicl tired must
be extrcmelv well hidden: I have sihui not a trace of it.

True, I have can'dit in drawine'-n

exchanfre of jrlances. hut how colorle>-

loms now am, again a (piick

It all 1.- T.lOve. as wc

imagined it, a world of wonders, of glorious dreams, of

charming realities, of sorrows that waken sympnthv. and

smiles that, make sunshine, does not exist. The hewitehing

words, the constant interchange of happiness, the miser\' of

ahsenco, the tlood of joy at thf' presence of the heloved one

—

wl icre are thcv What -oil prrul nci 's these radiant flowers of

the soul? Which is w ronir W e or the worId?
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T have alreaily >ecn hin\>lr(Hl> of iii«'ii- voiin

a^fi.d ; II' ,t niif has .-urn

,f ailiniration ami

a tlu- U'ast I'cflin- 111

,vniinn on their pari, no

>: and niiihll*^

inc. No i>roo

t fvcii a >\vo

f

rd

.irawn m m V ln'hall'. woul< 1 have ni>

til. DTOihu't'of sueli rare comlition- tl.a

nit",

t it i-

VlVC,

lllitc hU-IIOSSI

Vf a lilVtinu' ^•ilhoiit .oininj: acn „ the h.'inu' on whom

uatiu'L'

'I'll,' thon

ha^ hf.-towid Ihi- powi'V

udil i^ ;.nou^'h to ma
)t' makiiiL' on<'

1^,. ,,ne rhiidder:

!iai>pin('>rJ.

or 1 f th Iri

ii-ni!.'
found too He. what tlirn

l-"or >oni hivs I liavc l.cirnn to t

\lw d-^linv of women, am 1 to nn

rcniii

hT>tan(

,h> when 1 think of

1 wlw -o Inanv wear

„1 face l)cneatl the t\u-h !>i ou; lit l>v the unnatural ex

Item nt ot ocia 1 (li-<ii atioii. MarriaL'c is 'i '"< rc matter

Look at yours .\ ^lorm o f wihl thou^'hts has

, T,. he loved overv dav the same,

..rd ov<T n,y numl, o \.
\

u
^^^^^^^

U.Uhad,ircrcm.^.ohe -M .^.m

''
''T""^' "n, iiulv d U.' h.n.ui^h. curiosity must be

''•
\'"^'u.d"iv^rou..d and responded to

'"r" ;^ i:. for^the inn,.r fruit^ of the heart, as

^' T 'vti e fruits of nature? Can joy he nuide

'^7 % '1 w^a P op tion sh-nihl love n.in.le tears w>th

,,,,,., In wha 1

^^ ^^^^^ ^^^_^^,^,,^^,_ monotonous,

„- pleasure.. "» ^ [ : ^ ^,„,„„,a to me at the^e mo-
,,„..tent -; -,^\ ^^^ ;rtH. .ealth. the splendor, the

'""^'^e d tlU t
. triun,ph. the Jov. the satisfaction, o

r;:;e e;^! ^'-d, and .anctioned. appeared a mere idle

"i-if^T^-
. ., • -i f >r iho f^entle wavs of love, for

precious walk, m .Had} am
voun?,

'^T^^^;r'it:":;;nitr:;;:^c-''.^n>ecome
n^-l heaut.ful. 1 haNc o

^^^^^^^^,^^ ^^^^^_^^

,ole occupation, m hte > t u r
^

^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^.^^^ ^^^^

Viieh 1 have come and -one
,h 1 have come an.i L-m .-...->

.

'irightcr.

4E'£ 1
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Mupic alone h;i> lilltil niv soul, iiuisic alone ha^ ai all taken

the piace 01 our

lin<:er for an hniir

frit'ii(l.~liiii. SdiMciiiiics. at ni>:lit, 1 will

by my winduw, ^mzjiil,' inln tlu' jxarden,

sunimonin<r tlie itiiiv, with all it hrm; out ol' the mystery^

which shrouds it. There arc days tno when, having started

for a (hive, I ;:ct out and walk in the Chanips-Klysccs, and
picture to iiiys-11' that the man who is to waken my sUnnher-

inir soul i> at hand, that he will follow and
1 meet onlv uiountel

: at me. Then
janks. Vendors of ;,nn;:erliread, jn^'j^lers,

pas.sers-hy hurryinir to their business, or lovers who trv to

escapt! notice Th
'Vou who are happy, f*

icsc 1 am tempted to .-top. asking thcin

me what i- love.

But thic iiiij)ul.-c IS repres-ed, and 1 return to my carnage,

sweannir to die an old maid. Love is undouhtedlv an in-

carnation, and liow many conditions are needful before it

can take place! We are not certain of never quarreling with
ourselves, how inueh less so when there are two? This is

a problem which (iod alone can solve.

I begin to think that I shall return to the convent. If I

remain in society, 1 shall do things which will look like follies,

for 1 cannot possibly reconcile myself to what I see. I am
perpetually w(,nnded either in my sense of deliLacy, my inner

principles, or my secret though.ts.

Ah! my mother is the happiest of women, adored as she

is by Canalis. her great little man. ^fy love, do you know
I am seized sometimes with a horrible craving to know what
goes on between my mother and that young man? Griffith

tells mo she has gone through all tliese moods: she has

longed to fly at women, whose happincs? was written in their

face: she has blackened their character, torn them to pieces.

.According to her. virtue consists in burying all these savage

instincts in one's innermost heart. But what then of the

heart ? It becomes the sink of all that is v,-orst in us.

It is very humiliating that no adorer has yet turned up
for me. I am a marriageable girl, but I have brothers, a

family, relations, who are sensitive on the point of honor.

Ah ! if that is what keeps men back, they are poltroons.
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Tho pan of ChiMU.n. in tho Cid n>ul tl.at of iho Cid

h.htme. Whatamarvdou.play! Well, fe'uud-bye.

VIII

THE sAMi: TO Tin: same
January.

„nt. uf th. part he playrd in the n-volut.on whul the

,,,„. ,r.\nfrnul.-.>nr l.as just .pu'lU'd-a tmnnph to whu >
we

,.v,. -,„no splrndHl Irt.s. Thoudi a Lil-Tal. and .l-uhth-.s

, ,.,,„ of the people, ho ha. awakened my mteivM
:

faney

urM he must have been eunde.nned .> death. T make hun

i;,lk for the pnrpo..' of ^.ttin^ at lii. ^-en^t ;
hut !>e .s of a

..„iv Castilian taciturnity, proud as ihuu.d, he wre (,on-

.alvo di Cordova, and nev..rtl>ele.s ana-'lie in ''^ P^'^-"""

,,A gentleness, llis pride is not irntaM.. like ^'~^f:;f-

n;h-<' it helonirs to his inner nature; he forees us to e>v,l tv

!.,..au^e his own manners are so perfect, and holds us at a

,li.,ance hv the resp.c he shows us. My father declare^ that

.1,,",. is a -reat deal of th." nobleman in ^.'uor Ilenarez,

wh.MU. an.M^ ourselves, he calls in fun Don Henarez.

\ few davs a-o 1 took the liberty of ad.lress.n- hun thus.

Ur rai^ed h'is eves, which are Generally bent on the ground,

:n,d flashed a look from them that quite abashed me; my

.!..ar he certainly has the most beautiful eyes ima^malde^

1 a<ked him if l"had offended him in any way, and he said

10 me in his grand, rolling Spanish:
^^

1 am here only to teach you Spanish.

I blushed, and felt (piite sn iblM'd. I was on the point

.'f making some pe

•Irar mother in God use

-toad:

"It would he a kindnes

rt answer, when 1 rememhered what our

d to sav to us. and T replied in-

to tell me if you have anything to

eoniplam o f.,pl

A tremor pass* rl throudi him. the blood rose in his olive

cheeks ; he replied in a voice of some emotion
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"Religion mu<\ liavc f;in^lii yc.ii. hcttcr than I mn, to n-
Bpcct the unhapiiy. HjhI I Imcii a ,lo„ in Spain, and lost

«'Vor.v tiling' m llic iriimiph ..f F(nimari<l X'll.. \oiir wittirisni
would l)() imkiiid; l.ni if | ani only a poor tradior of lan-
guages, is It not a li.artK'.s salirf? Xeiihur is worthy of a
young lady of rank."

I to<ik his hand, saving:

"In the nanif of religion als.i, I hcg you fn pardon nie."
Ik' howcd, opiiici (iiy l>o,i (Jui.i'ilc, and sat down.
This little ineident di-.tiirl.ed me more than the han'pst

of coinpliinents, gazing, and prettv speeches on inv nios. sue-
cpssful evening. During the l,.~son I waK'hed him at-
tcntiv.dy. whieh I eould do the inor.. .sifelv. as he never look^
at me.

As the result of my oh<ervations. I made out that the
tutor, whom we lo<,k to he fortv, is a voun- man. s„me year<
under tliirty. My govrne-s. to whom I ha.l han.le.l' hin.
over, remarked on the heauty of his hhiek hair and of hi^
pearly teeth. .\s to his vyv<. th(>v are velvet and fire; but
here ends the catalogue of his gorni [.oints. .\p;,rt from thi*
he is J.Iain and insignifieant. Thouu'h the .Spaniards have
been d.scrihed as not a <Ieanly people, this man is mo^t eare-
fully got up, and his hands are whiter than his faee. He
stoops a little, and has an extremelv larire, o.ldlv-*haped
head. His ngliness, whieh, however, has a dash ,.f piquanev
IS aggravated hy smallpox marks, which .seam his face Il'is

forehead is very prominent, and the sha-irv evebrows meet
giving a rep(dlent air of harshness. There is a frownin-'
plaintive Io<.k on his f.ice, reminding <.ne of „ sickly child'
whieh owes its life to superhuman care, as Sisfc- Afarthe did"
As mv father ol.served. his features are a shrunken renro-
<''"tion of those of Cardinal Ximenes. The natural di.r-
iiitv of nur tutor-s manners .eem> to disconcert the dear
Duke, who d,,. .n't hk.' him. and i^ never at ease with him-
h.. can r l.e;,r to com,, in contact with snp,M-ioritv of anv
Kind.

As soon as my father knows enough Spanish, we start for

III
w



I.F/n'Ki:S o|- IWO HmDKS 177

Mailritl. When ll«'ii;nv/ iviiirii.d, two i\a\^ aftor tho re-

r,r ,

!' hi' li.id -iviii nif, I niii.irkfd l.y way of .-liuwin;,' my

.ititiui

i

f.\

iiM ilniilit tluit yoii left Spain in ron>c(|U('nco

(•v.'iit>. If my fatlitr is -.cut tlirrc a- seems to

IHcHil, We ~iiall lie ill a position to lielp ymi. and mi;.'ht

have

ilitical

to ohtaiii your piirdon, iii ea.-e yoi11 are uiuliT ii'n-

t'iice

It IS imiios>il)le h r any one te help me, he rephi

'.lit. I >nu "IS tiial lieeaiise vou ret use

l)le

to accept any

help, or because the thiiij,' itself is inipo qi)l(

H'lth," he said, with a how, and in a tone which forhade

i-mmuinL the suhjeet.

ilu-

Mv father's hlood chafed in my veins. I was otTended by

iaii<:hty demeanor, and promptly dropped Sofior

iiarez.

All the same, my dear, there is somethinfj fine in this re-

liction of any aid. "He w(Hild not accept even our friend-

ship." I renected, whilst (orijuiratinii a verb. Suddenly I

! jpped short and told him what was in my mind, hut in

Spanish. Ilenarez replied very politely that equality of

ititiient was neee: ;arv between friends, which did not exist

this case, and therefore it was useless to consider tho ques-

.on.

•I)c mean
lie, or equality in rank?

ualitv in the amount of feeling on either

I persisted, determined to shake

;iii out of this provoking gravity.

He raised once more those awe-inspiring eyes, and mine

f.-!I before them. Dear, this man is a hopeless enigma. He
"iiied to ask whether my words meant love; and the mix-

':ire of jov. pride, and agonized doubt in his glance went

' mv heart. It was plain that advances, which would be

• iken for what they were worth in France. miL'ht land me
•; ditliculties with a Spaniard, and T drew back into my shell,

'•
' ling not a little foolish.

The lesson over, he bowed, and bis eve? were eloquent of

the humble prayer: "Don't trifle with a poor wretch."

12
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Tt'is siiddrn (..iitrii>i t.. Ill-, uMial ^'ravc and dipnififd
niantu r madr a -ivat itiiproMun .,ii inc. It serins horriMo
to think and in -:iv. I.nt I raii'l li.lp Udu'Viii^r that there an-
treasurt's of atViciioti in that man.

iff

IX

MME. I)i: I.'kSTOKADK to Mf.I.K. DE rilAL'I.IEU.

Dfreviber.

All is nv.r, mv d.ar child, and it is Mnic dc I'Kstora<lc uIk111
writes tn you. Hut hctwccn 11. there is no change; it is only
a ;:iri the liss.

Don't he trouhled: I -iid not jrjve ,„v ronsent recklessly
or withnul iinieh thoM.LThl. My life is henceforth mapped out
for me. and the freedu,,! from all nncortaintv a.s to the road
to follow suits my mind and disp.isition, " A -reat moral
power has stepped in, and once for all swept w'lat we call
•iiiHue out of my life. We have the property to .levelop
onr home to heautify and adorn; for me there is' also a house-
hold to dinct ami sweeten and a hiishand to reconcile to
life. In all pn.hahility J shall have a family to look after,
oliildren to eihicate.

What would yon have? Evervdav life cannot he cast in
'"'•"K' "lould. Xo douht there seems, at any rate at first
si-ht. no room left in this .seh.mie of life fur that lon-in<'
after the infinite which .'xpands the mind and .soul. Ru't
what IS there to prevent me from launchin<r on that honnd-
less sea our familiar craft:- Xor mu.st vou suppose that
the huml.le .luties to which I dedicate mv "life dve no scope
for pasMnn. To restore faith in happintvs to an unfortunate.
\vlio Jia.s been th.. sport of adverse circnmstances. is a noble
uork. and one wliich alone mav sullic.. to reli.>ve the monotony
"f my evi.^teiiee.

j can see no openim; l(>ft for sufforinc^
and r see a -reat deal of -ood to be done. I need not hide
from you that th^ love I have f..r Louis de TK^torade is not
i>l the kind whic'i makes the heart throb at the sound of a

tl^i
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st.'p. anil thrill-' ns at llif li^'iitc-t mric- of a voire, or tln'

.. ;!•('.> >'i a liurimij,' ^:laiir. ; hut, oii tlir other Iwuid. llicit' i-t

ii'aiun;.' iii limi whirh otli iuls inc.

What am 1 to do, you will a>k, witii that ii'.-timt for all

wliuii lA ^Tt-at ami noble, with tho-.- nu'iual eiiefu'ir-. whieh

h.i'.e made tlw link between n-. and wlinh w -nil i>o->e-s?

I admit that this thoii-:ht ha;, troiihlid me. lint are these

I'a.ultU'S less ours because we keep tli.'iM eoiKcaled, u.miii:

thiiu only ill secret lor the welfare of the famdy, as instru-

ment- to produce the liaf>piiie.-s of tlioM- eoiilide<l to our can-,

to whom we are JMUind to ^'ive ourM-lves without n'serve?

'Ihe lime during' which a woman can look for adnuralioii is

^llMIt. it, uill ,-n'in 1m' pa.-t ; ami if iii\ life ha,- not ii<'eii a

LMv.it one, it will at Ica^t haw been calm, traminil, free from

.-ho.:k<.

Nature has favored our >e\ in ^Mvin^' u- a choice between

jo'.r ami motherhood. I lia\e made mine. My children shall

tie my {.'ods, and this spot of earth my KIdorado.

1 can ^ay no more to-day. Thank you muih for all the

thin-is you have sent me. <iive a >.'laiice at my need- on the

. iirlo-ed list. I am deiermiiied to live in an atmosphere of

rciiiiemeiit and luxury, and to take from provincial life only

uhat makes its charm. In-olitudca woman can never he vul-

-tirixed—•>he remains lier.-elf. I count jrreatly on your kind-

nc-. for keepin- mi- up to the fa-hion. My fathor-in-law i.^

so delighted that lie can refuse me nothing, and turns hU

iioiise upside down. Wc are gritting workiM'opIe from Paria

and renovating evcrvthing.

X

MLLE. DE CH.VULIEU TO MME. DE L ESTOUADE

Jauunry.

Oit! Rcnee, you have mad' me nii.serable for days! So that

!• witching body, those beautiful proud features, that

Natural grace of manner, that soul full of priceles.'' gifts,

I
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L?rrTKi:s oi- two iuudes

1^ OVCS. wlicrc lllr -ciul !

of I'lvi'. tlijit heart, with it-

"f iniiul. thii-i' r;in'

111 >hikc its thirst ;h nt a fountain
<'\(liii-itc (Iclicarv. fliat hrcadth

pnuvr

—

t'riiil (,f natiMv ami nf our iutcr-
(•nan-c oi ilimi-ht— iiva.^iro wh.-iire .h.iuhl i^Mic a uMi.|ii,.

saii-faiiiu,i I',, I- |M"inn ,in,l (h.^iiv. hours of poctrv to uut-
wciu'fi yr;n-. jovs to uiak,. ;i „M,i M.rvc a IHVtiiii.'. fur on-
/rra.-io.is K.-turc— all thi~ i. f. I». huri,.] ,n the fdium ..f

",''""" --""I'lK'iipla.r luarria--. u, \;nu^l, i„ the miptiiir..
of an r\i-Tr)i.-c which vnu wil, , .,,„,,. to loiuhc ! 1 hate voiir
fhil.lrcn l„.f.,rc ihcv arc horn. 'I'licv will he ni.uwtcr- '

'

So vu„ know all that lic< hdurc vou : vou have nothin-
k-lt to hcpc. ..r fear, or -nllVi r AikI >uppoMnLr th.. -Woriou-
tnornin- rises which will hnn- yo„ face to fac.. with the man
(J.'stmcl u> rouse you fmn, the ,|ccp into which vou arc
pl'ni^n,;:!

. . . Ah: a col,| >luver ..hs ihrouixh me at
the thou;:ht I

Well at least vou have a friend. Vou. it is underwood
are to l,c the ciiardian anpd of y.uir vallev, Vou will .rnnv
fanniiar with it> heanti.-. will live with it in all it. a-p^er-t^
till the -randeur of nature, th.. .-low c-,.,,u-ih of ve.r„tntion'
compared with the li-htnin- rapiditv of ihou-ht' lurome
hk-e a part .d' yourself: and a- voureve re.t< on the lau'diin-
flowTs. you will ,p,c<tion vnur nun heart. \Vh,.n vou' walk
between y,.ur hu>hand. >i!cnl and c(mtentcd. m fnuit and
your chihlren xreamin- and roinpiuir hdiind. I can tell vou
beforehand what vou will write to me. Vour mi^tv val'lev
your hilN, han- or chahed with ma-niliccnt tree, vour
meadow, the won.lcr „( |'rn\cncc. with it< fre~h water'di.
persed ,n Intle ninlct-. the dinVrent dfects of the atnuwpherc
this whole world of n.flnitv whi,.h lap> vou round, and which'
(.od has made so variou-. will recall to vou the inOnite satno-
ness of vour >ou!V life. P,„t at Ica-t I >hall he there, mv
Kenee. and m me you will find a heart which no sooia
ne?s shall ever corrupt, a heart all vour own.

al petti-
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^!^ dear, niv Spaniard is quite ad..ral.ly nu'landiolv ;
th.To

., -.nifthiii^r caliii, scvriv, inaiiiy. and mystcrinus aliout him

•vircli iiit.'n^sl- nir i.n.fMimdlv. Hi- mivMrvin- ."IniiiHty

\.u\ th.- silence which cnvcl(.i)s him act like an irritant on

'(j'„. mind. His unite di-niiy i- werthy of a fallen kin,?.

(..-liih and 1 -^pend mir time over liim as tliMiiL'h \u' were a

ruidle.

How odd it is! A lan.iriia.ce-master captures my fancy

,, ,)., uther man has done. Yet liv this time I have pa-X'd in

,v\jrw alt the yoiinj: men of faniilv. the uttaclie- to emha-^Mes,

.:; -! ih>' aiiil)a--adnr-, L'ciierals. and inferior ollii-cr-. tlio i>eers

. FriUKc. their <oih and nepliow-. tlie court, and the town.

Til,, '-(ildne-s (d' the man provokes me. The -^andv waste

nhich he tries to phi'-e. and iloe> placf. hetween ih i- eov-

, tvd hy his (iec]i-rontcd pride : ho wrap< him-elf in my-tery.

Til- hantrm^' liack i- on hi- -ide, the heldne-- on mine. This

hM situation afford- me ihe more ;imii-ement heciius(> the

uIimIc thin- is mere trilling'. What i- a man. a Spaniard.

;;p.d a toaclier of lanLniaires to nie? T make m. account of

:mv man whatever, were he a kin-. We are wmlh far more,

! am sure, than the ,<:reate.-t of them. What a slave \ would

'":i\e made of Xapoleon ! If he had loved me. sliouldn"t he

h ive felt the wliipl

V«>storday 1 aimed a sliaft at ^I. Tfenarez which inu-t havp

• ,uehed hiiti to the (piiek. He made no repl v :
tlie le-son

A.i- over, and he hnwed with a -lance at tiie. in wliidi I

rc.id that he W(uilil never return. Tlii< suit- me capitally ;

here would he .^omethini: ominous in startin- an imitation

S'ninUe lUh'isc. I have ju<t lieeii readin- Itmi-seair-. and

;' ha- left rne with a stron- di>ta.-te for love. ]'a--ion which

I'l ar-ue and moralize seems to me detestahle.

Clarissa al-o is much too jilca-iMl with herself and her

'

'nL'. little letter: hut iJii hard<on's work i- an admirahle pict-

ure, inv father tells me. of En-li-h womc'ii. le)ii--eau's

,-' ii'.s to me a sort of philosophical .-eriiion, cast in the form

ef lettor.«.
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Love, as T foiiocivc it. is a purely suhjor-tivo poom. Tn

all that, hooks tell us ahout it, there is iinthiuLr whieh is ii.ii

at oium- fal>e and true. And »o, my pretty one. as you will

henceforth he an autiiority only on eonjuiral love, it seems

to me my duty— in the intere-t, of course, of our commnn life

—to remain uniiuirried aTui liavc a u'rand pa.~sion. so that wc

may enlar,L'e our (.'X|ierienee.

Ti'll me e\ery detail of what liajipens to you. f-peria'dv in

the first feu- days, with that stran;re animal called a hushand.

I ])nunise to do the same for you if ever 1 am loved.

Farewell, poor nuirtyred darling.

! !

XI

MME. DK I, KSTORADK TO MI.LF:. HE CII\ULIEr

J,(i (yamjmde.

Your Spaniard and you nuike nio shudder, my darling. 1

•write this line to hei;- of you to dismiss him. All tluit you say

of him corresponds with the character of those dan,!,^erous

adventurers who, havinir nothiiiL'' to !o.-;e, will take anv risk.

This man cannot he your hushand. and must not he vour

lover. I will write to you more fully ahout the inner hisrorv

of my married life wlie!i my heart is free from the aiLxiety

your laat letter has roused in it.

XII

t

1 '

MLLE. DE CIIAUI.IEU TO MME. DE l'^STOR.^DE

February.

'At nine o'clock this moniiiiir. sweetheart, mv father was an-

nounced in my rooiiw. I wa- uji and dressed. I found hini

solemnly seat(nl h(>side the fire in the drawiuir-nxim. look-

ing more thoughtful than usual. He pointed to the arm-

i !
' •*
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rhair opposito i.> him. Diviuiu.LT \n> meaning:. I sank into it

wiiii a .gravity, wliicli so well ajuM liis, tlial he cuiiM not ro-

frain from smiling, though the smil" was (hi.-hcd with mehin-

cii'ily.

••Vou nro (luitc a matcl; for your granilniothi r in (lUick-

V. :it(Mlnr~.-."" hi- said.

'•Conic, lather, (h)n't phiy the court ior licro." I replied;

•\.n\ want si-iiu thing I'rom nic."

lie ro>o, vi>ii)ly agitated, and talked to me I'nr liall' an hour.

'y\i]< conversation, dear, really o\ight lo lie pre.-erveil. As

.<iinn as he had gone. I sat down In my tahle and tried to

rtcall his words. This i^ the iir.st time that 1 have seen my

lather revealing his inner thoughts.

lie hegan by tlattering nie. and he did not (]>> it badly. I

was bound to be grateful to him for having understood and

apjireciated me.

"Armande,"' he said, "I was (juite mistaken in you. and

you have agreeably surprised me. When you arrived froin

I he convent, T took you for an average young girl, ignorant

aial not particularly intelligent, easily to he bought oil" with

gewgaws and ornaments, and with little turn for reflection."

"You are complimentary to young girls, father."

'•t)h ! there is no such thing as youth nowadays." he said,

with the air of a diplomat. "Your mind i- anuizingly diien.

^Ou take everything at its jiroiier worth: your clear-sighted-

ness is extraonlinary. there is no hoodwinking you. You pass

fur being blind, and all the time you have laid your hand

on. causes, while othrr ])eoplc are still pu/./.ling over elfects.

In short, you are a min.ister in petticoats, the only ]H'rson here

ipable of understanding me. It follows, then, that if I

have any sacrifice to ask fnun yon. it is only to yoiir-elf I

(.ail turn for help in persuading you.

'•1 am therefore going to explain to vou. quite frankly,

!uy former j)lans, to which I still ailliere. In order to

recommend them to you. I must -how that ihev are connected

with feelings of a very hit:h order, and I shall \hu< bo obliged

to enter into political (pie>lions of the greatest importance
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to the kingdom, which miirhi he woarisomo to any one less

intclliL'cnt ihiin v..u iirc When you hiUc hrnnl nic, I hope
you will take linM' I'm- cnn-idiTatiiin, .-i\ iii(iiilh> if nif<'«>arv.

You arc ciiliivlv. yniir own iiii>trc,-~; and if vmi dcdino i

make til" .-acritiiT I a>k, I .-hall bow to vdur decision an 1

trouhlc y.iii IK) further.

This pivfac,', my ,>\vcct heart, made uw reallv .serious, and
I .-aid

:

"Speak, father."

Here. then, is the delivoranrc of the statosman:
'"My ( iiild. [-"ranee is in a very critical po-iiion. which is

under-tni.d cniy hy the Kini: and a few superior uiiniiji. But
the KiiiLT is a licad with(.\it arm-: tlii' LM-cat nobles, who are
in the secret of tlie dan_-cr. have no aiitlmritv over the men
whose co-npepiiiion is needful in order to briiii; about a happy
result, 'i be-c- men, ea-t up by popuhn- election, refus" to
lend tliem>elves a- in-i I'uments. Kveii the abl(> nu'n amon^
them carry on the work of pullitii: down societv, instead of
helpin.ir u.s to strcnLrthen the edifice.

"In a word, there are mdy two parties—the party if

Marius and the party id" Sulla. I am for Sulla auMinst
Marius. This. rom:hly speakinir. is our jtosition. To <ro more
into detail.-: ihe U'cvohiiion i- still active; if is eml)edded
in the law ami written on the soil; it fills pi'ople's minds.
The danirer is all the ;j;reater because the .ffreater number
of th. Kinu's counselors, >eeiim- it (hstitufe of armed forces
and id' money, bcdreve it completelv vaiiipii>hed. The Kin<r
is an able man. and not e^isilv blinded: but from day to day
he is won over bv hi- brother"- parti-ans. who want to hurry
thiuirs on. He h:^ not two vear- to live, and thinks more
of a peaecful deathbed than of anvihiuLT else.

"Shall 1 ii'll you, my cliil.l. which i- the most destructive
of all ine con>e(piences entailed bv the Revolution? You
would neviu- .iruess. [„ I,o„is XVI. the K'evolution has de-
capitated everv head of a faniilv. The faniilv ha.s ct^ased to
exist: We have only individual-. In tneir desire to become
a nation, Frenchmen have al)andoned the idea of empire; in

1 I
.'

1 ! :
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nr.irliiitiiiiip' tlu' tM|ii;il riirlUs (if all c-liildrcii to thoir father's

i!ili( ritancc, tli'.v liavc killed I'aiiiily riiirit ami have crfatetl

ill.' Stall- liva-iiry. Hut all this has |iavci| the way for

v.. akfllcil aulhnritv. fnr the hlilld I'nrcr nl' ihr nias-;('>, for

i!i.' (It'cav of art ami ihf >iiiirriiiacy of iinlividiial iutfrcsts,

,iiiil !ia> left the road <)|i(.'n to the forciirii iiivadiT.

••\Vc stand lictv.-fcii \\\<> |inlicics—cither to foimd tho .State

n the hasis of tho family, or to n-t it on individual intcr-

,..t in other words. l)etween denioei'aey and ari--toirae\ . be-

tween tree discussion and ohedicnee, lictwcen ( 'atholicisni

and religious inditTcrcnec. I am amon.u' the few who are re-

:-u\\,i] to op]Kisc what is called the people, and that in the

I'.npjeV true interest. It is not now a (piestion of feudal

riirhts. as fools are told, nor of ratd< : il i~ a (piestion of the

Slate and of the existence (>•' France. Tlie country which

il.ic- not rest on the foumhition of paternal authority cannot

(!.• .-tahle. That is the foot of the liulder of respoiisihility

iind Mihordmation. which has for its summit the Kinu'.

•The Kini: stands for us all. 'I"i> ('ic for tlie Kiii.ii: is to

d'e for one-elf. for one's family, which, like the kin.irdoni,

.;!!iii'it die. .Ml animals have certain iiHtincls; the in-^tinet

• i man i- for family life. .\ country is stnucj whieli eon-

-M- of wealthy families, every memher of whom is interested

;!i did'eiidini: a common trea>ure: it is weak when composed

of Mattered individuals, to whom it matters little whether

lerv ohev seven or one, a Russian or a Cor-ican, so lon.L' a.s

;ich keeps his own |ilot (if land, hlind. in their wretched

.-oti>m. to the fact that the day is comin.Lr when this too

v.ill he torn from them.

••Terriide calamities are in store for ns. m case our party

fail-. Nothing- will 1)(> lid't Imt jienai or fiscal laws—your

ii!one\ or your life. The most ji-enerous nati'Ui on the earth

v.ill have cea-ed to ohev the call of nohle msiincts. Wounds

Da-l eiirini: will have iteen fostered and au'Liravated, an all-

' rvadinu: jealon>y liein.L'' the first. Then the upper classes

ivJH he suhnicrLTed : e(pi:dity i\\' de-ire will he taken for

cpiality of strenjith; true distinction, even when proveil and
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roco;:rniz('(l, will lie tlircatfiHi] hy tlir advancing tide of mid-
dlc-cla.-s |)ri'ju(liic It \va> |in~>il)lc lo cIukisc (uie man out
of a tlioii-aiid, lint, amniiii-t three millions, diseririiination

becomes impo-siijle, when all are moved hv the same aailji-

tions and attired in tlie same liverv of mediocritv. No fore-

sight will warn this victorious horde of that other terrihle

horde, soon to he arrayed aL'ain.-t tliein in the peasant pro-

prietors; in other word-, twenty million acres of Lind. alive,

stirring, arguing, deaf to reason, insatiahle of appetite, oh-

stmcting progress, masters in their brute force
"

"But." said I, interruptiMg my father, '"what can I do to

heij> the State. 1 feel no vocation for playing Joan of Arc
in the interests of the family, or for linding a martyrs block
in the convent."

"Vou are a little hu.esy."' cried my father. "If I speak
eensilily to you, you are full of jokes; when I jest, you talk
like an andjassadress."

"Love lives on contrasts,"' was my reply.

And he laughed till the tears stood" in his eyes.

"You will reflect on what I have told you; you will do
justice to the large and confiding spirit in which I have
broached the matter, and po.->il)ly events niav assist niv plans.

I know that, so far as you are concerned, they are injurious
and unfair, and this is the reason why 1 appeal for your sanc-
tion (if them less to your lii'art and your imagination than
to your reason. T have found more judgment and common-
sense in you than in any one I know "

"You flatter your-elf,"' 1 .-aid, with a smile, "for I am
every inch your child I"

"In short." he we- t on. "one must he logical. You can't

have the end without tlie means, and it is our dutv to set an
e.xample to others. From all this J deduce that you ought
not to have money of your own till your younger brother
is provided ffir, and I waul to employ the whole of vour
inheritance in purchasing an estate for him to go with the
title."

"But." I said, "vou won't intcrfen^ with my living in my
own iujiiiuii aiiu eiijoyiiiy iiic il i leave yja my i'oriuuef"
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••ProvidiMl," he rc|)lic(l. •tliiit your view ui life does not

ruiitliil Willi the rainily honor, ici)UtiUioii, and. i may add,

•('oMU', c'onR'."" I fiifd, •"wliat has laroint.' of my (\\( client

juil^MUfnt
!'"

••'I'liire is not in all France," he said with hitterness, "a

man who would take for wife a dau^dilcr of one of our nohlr.-t

iamilies without a dowry and hc.-low one on her. If such

,1 iiu>lian(l could he found, it would he amon<,' the class of

rich jHini'ituti; on this point 1 hclonjr to tlie cleveiilli cen-

: urv."

'•And 1 also," 1 said. "But why despair? Are there no

aj:id peers?"

"You are an apt scholar, Louise I" he exclaimed.

Then he left inc. smilin;: and ki>.--in<( my hand.

i received your letter this very mornin.ir. and it led me to

cuntcmplate that al)y>s into whicli you >ay that 1 may fall.

A voice within seemed to utter the same warning. So I

look mv jireeantions. llcnarez. my dear, dan's to look at

me. and his eyes are dis(iuieting. They inspire me wilii what

I can only call an unreasoninjr dread. Such a man ought

; ') more to be looked at than a frog; he is ugly and fascinat-

ing.

For two days J have been hesitating whether to tell my
f.ither point-blank that 1 want no more Spanish lessons and

iiave Henarez sent about his businos. But in spite 'if all

mv brave resolutions, I feel that the horrilde sensation which

'omes over me when I see that man has become necessary

In me. I sav to myself, "(Ince more, and then I will speak."

His voice, mv dear, is swei^tly thrilling; hi~ s[)eaking is

;ii-t like la Fo(lor"s singing. His manners are simple, en-

lirelv free from affectation. .\nd what teeth.

.lust now. as he was leaving, he seemecl to divine the in-

ii-rest I take in him, and made a gesture—oh ! most re~pect-

I'lillv—jis though to take my hand and kis- it: then checked

himself, api.tarently terrilicd ,U !iis o.,n lioidiie- and the

« hasin he had been on the }HMnt of iiridging. There was the
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merest siifTfrc.-ifif.n of ;ill this, hut I iiii(hT<t(>fMl it and smiled,
for iinthiii;: is niMrc pjithf'tic th;iii to mt ilic fraiii< iiupiiU-
of ail inferior . hcckin.i: itself aipa-hcd. 'I'hf love of a ple-

beian fill' a trirl lit Mohle hirtli implies siidi conraL'e!

My smile (•mlinlijcned him. The [)oor iViJoxv looked l)lindlv

about for hi- hat; he semicil determined nut to (iud it. and
T Iiamlfd it to hiui witli perfret uMMvitv. Hi- evrs Wore wet
with un.-'ied tears. It was a mere pas>iii<r moment, vet a
world of faets and ideas were eontaincil in it. We under-
stood each other so well that, on ii -udden. I held out my
hand for him to kiss.

I'os-ihly this w;is ((piivalcnt to tellin.LT him that love midit
tiriilLfo the interval hot ween u-. W'oll, I eaiinot tell what
moved me to do it. Crillith had her liaek turned as I proudlv
e.xtoiided my little -vliite paw. I felt the fire of his lips.

tempered hv two hi^r tears. Oh I my love. I lav in mv arm-
chair, nervolo-s. dreamy. I was happy, and J cannot explain
to you how or why. What I f(dt oidy a jioet eould express.

My eondescensioi), which fdls mo with shame now. seenie<l

to me then somethin<r to he proud of; he had fa.scinated me,
that is mv one excu.se.

f I

Friday.

This tnan is really very handsomo. TIi^ talks admirahlv,
an<l has renuirkalile intellectual jiower. Mv dear, he is a

very Bo-.-;uet in force and persuasiveness when he "xplains
the niech.anisni, not oidy of the Spanish ton<:no. hut also of

human thnuLdit and of all lan^uat'e. His mother tonixne

seems to he Frencli. When I expressed surprise at this, he

replied that he came to France when quite a hov. fullowin<j

the Kin;r of Sjiain to Valemav.

What has passed within this enijrmatie heinir? He is no
longer the satn(> man. TTe came, dressed (piite simply, hut

just as any Lrentleman would he for a morninir walk. He
put forth all his eloquence, and flashed wit. like rays from
a beacon, all throuirh the le--;on. T,ike a man roused from
lotharrry, ho revealed to me a new world of thou<'hts. lie
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tiiM mo tho stnrv of -'>iiic | r ilt'vil nf a valet who gave up

hi- iilV for a r-in,L:lt-' j:laiii-i' from a (luccii nf Spain.

••What f'oulil he lio but dif?" 1 (•xclaimcl.

•I'lu> (l.'liL'litiHl him. and ho \u"U'd at me in a wav which

.,., trulv alariniii<:.

Ill the .vciiiiii: I went to a ball at the DikIk—i' <!'• T.-non-

.,iirt"<. Till- I'riiitr <lf 'ralli'vraiid ii:i|.iH'iir(l t.i ' • thiTc;

.,11.1 1 i;oi M. (Ic Vaii(lcius>('. a (hariniii^ voiuil^ man. In ask

hiMi uhnhiT. a.mon.ir the jrucsts at his counlry-placn in Iso!'.

i

,. nnirnih.Trd any one of th(> namu of Hmarcz. \'aiido-

,„.-,. n ported the Prince's reply, word f(.r word, as fo'-

"llenare/. is the Moorish name of th Suria famiiv, who

-.u-r. thev sav. (k'seendants <d' the .\heneerrn.i:es. ennverted to

I ii-iiaiiitv. Tlie old Duke and his two sons were with the

Knu. Thcr eldest, the piresent Due de Soria, has just had

:ii| hi> property, titles, and dijmities eonfiseated by Kinj;

|\r.linand. who in this way aven«res a lonLr-tandin;.' feud.

Ti:e Duke made a hu^^e mistake in eori^entitiLr tn form a

,. ii^iitulional ministry with Valdez. Happily, he escaped

•
!•.„,! Cadiz before the arrival of the Due d".\nu"Hileuie. who,

with the best will in the world, could not have saved him

fn.in the Kinir's wrath."

'rhi< infornuition .irave mc much food foi reflection. I can-

rmi describe to you the suspense in wliich I pa-^sed the time

!:!l mv next lesson, which took place this mornin,<?.

iMirinL-- the first (piarter of an hour I examined him

.!(.~elv. debatinjr inwardlv whether he were duke or com-

; ririer, without beinir al)le to come to anv condusiou. ITe

-eeriied to read my fancies as they aro<e and to take pleasure

I'l thwartin.ir tlicni. M last 1 could endure it no Imi-er.

i'littinu' down mv book -uddenlv. T broke otT the translation

1 wa- makin? "f it ahuuh and said to him in Spani-^h:

"Ydu are deeeivinir us. You are no poor middle-elass

l.ilieral. You are the Due de Soria!"

•'Mademoi'selle." he reolied. with a -resture of sorrow, "un-

iiappily, I am not the Due de Soria."



I(K) Li:iri;i;s oi' luo lutiitES

I f.'lt iilli t!u> .|r,j,;,ir uiih wlijcli he iittcrcil the word
inili.i|)|Ml\."" Ah ' iiiv il

l>Slll|c to il

ill'. ni\rr -hoiil liavc cniicoivod it

""^^" ^" """ h nicitiiiii,' and pa-sion int
siiijrl,. wnr.l. Ill, r\,> had di-MpiMMJ. and he dared

MM-,)k at

•M. iU- T

o a

im loiu'cr

illi'\ rand .-am

vonr vi'jir- ><( .mI,.. dcdan- ihal anv ni

of II

"111 wtm-i' huu-i' voii -[>cnt

tiiarcz nni-t either he t

le ipcarin.L" iIh' nam

III' Icinkrd at

ii' late I )iie df Snrii

at iiiiee

inr with .•v.', hke tui) hhiek hiir

or a laeuiiev.

iiinir coal
laa/int: ainl a-hainr

111 tlie turfnrc-ehaihhcr. All I

hi- man mi.ijiit liave hnvw

M
H' -aid wa.-

\ latlirr ua- m i riitl

(iriliiil

awkward sileme \\

''inld make nuthini;- >il' tl

1 a -civant of thr KiPL' of Spai
11^ <"r\ n( |(

'In one Word," I -aid

woil each (|iie-tion and

n.

-on. An
answer.

" Voii ktiou tl

\'\

ire yon a iiohleniaii or not!
lat in .Sji.iin evm hei:Lrars arc nohlo.

II- retleeneo lifovn

friven plav to mv j

had

•'I "K'- Since the last le.^son I had
iia-matmn in a little j. radical j(.ke. [

ior tl

drawn an ideal |i(irtrait of the ma
IV !o\er III a tcr winch

traii'^lati

'^reneh into Spanish: I pointed this out t-

the man whom I should wish
I dcsii:i,('d ;:ivini: to him to

So far. I had onlv put Spanisli int., Frenel

Gritlith t

fri

o lirin;: nic the hist

1, not

> him. and Ix'i'tred

end ol nunc
r I had received from a

•I shall find out." I thonirjit. '-from the ofTect mv sketch
as on I ::,. what sort of hjood
I took the paper from (Jriflitirs hand
'T.et

runs in Ins vein.*.

savini::
me see if 1 have cor)ied it riirhtlv.

or i! was all m
if

fol

\'ol
1 will, the snare, and I

ows

:

my wrijiiiir. F hand.'.] him the papor. or,

Itched hi-n while he read as

ife who is j o M-in mv heart, mv dear, must be harsh ard
imhenilinir with men. hut paitlc w'iti

must ha\i
1 women. (lis easrie evi

wer to .piell with a <in-Ie .irhince flio least
proaeh to ridienie. He wjlj | la

who won! jeer at sacred il

ve a pityinir smile for those
line's, ahove all, at that poetry of
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heart, \vi tliuiit which lilV wdiild hf l)ut a ilrcarv con-

'iii'iipia'c liavf ilic irriMi. -l -c.irn In;- thnsc who won 1(1

pii, II- r\ ihi- ilvni.L' I""

111- failli. Ilnr-iilarc

iitaiii i>f r. liL'ioii- l>rlicl<. -(> rich iii

'I'ori', >hoiil(l have the siiiipliiily of

iild, llioiiL'h iini tcil In tlic firm ci'Mvictinii of ail iiitcllit,'(Mit

man. wlic

l!v-li aiH

has c\ainiiic(l the foiiinhiliniis nt lii- rri .1. Hi

I (iri-inal wav ul' lunkiii;: at thiii^rs iiiii-t lie entirely

I'lnin atVeciatiim or lie-iiv In >lin\v

lew ami tit. and his iiiiml >n richly

)IT, 111- wnrds wil

-t(ire<l. that he cannot

[i.>.-llil\ liecnill,e a hurc tn hiiM-eir aiiv iiinri' lliaii tn others.

is tlioii'dits iiui>t have a liii;ii aiu I chivalrniis char-

•r. wilhniit allnv o f sell'-eekini:: while his act I on? slioiild

ina rked hv a tnlal ah-eiiee nf iiiter.>tc< 1 or sordid motives.

Anv weak \> lints he mav have will arist from tlie verv eleva-

tinll ( f his VlCW: ahnve thnsc nf the ((iinilioi 1 herd, for in

i\il\ I'l'SUec •t 1 would have him superior to his ai:e. Hvcr

liiliiill 111 ol the litf tl iicate attentions tine tt) the weak, he wi

::.iitk' to all women
un II an v ; for love will seem

hut not prone li.Lditly to fall in lovo

to him tito serious to turn into

a ::aine.

Thus it inijzht happen that he woi ihl sii-mil his lifo in

th

1 1 II

jiunmce of true love, while all the time posM'ssinjr tiios*'

alilies inttst title.! to inspire it. Hut if ever he find tho

ai wnman wht> has haunted his wakiiiiT dream.s, if he moct

pahk' of iinilerstandin.ix his own, one who

litdit over his lifo, could diino
u itii a naturo ca

(Diilil till his soul and pour sun

a~ a star throut:h the mists of this chill and gloomy world,

sic from the
lent 1 fresh charm to existence, and draw mu
li hhertti silent chtirds of his hcinsr—needless to say, he would

fecnLniize ant 1 welcome his trood fortune.

And she, too, would he happy. Never, hy word or look,

he wound the tender ht>nrt which ahandoneil itself to

th the hlind trust of a child reposinjr in its mother's

hattered. it would he the wreck

Mllll

'II. WI

nr were the \ l-inn

: lier inner In

iiitiilc her al"
'

To the miixhtv waters of love she would

Tin- man I picture must belonii, in expression, in attitude,

--4

1

-9
J
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Ml

i

III ;:ait. in liis w.iv ,,f |M'rfnrriun;; nlikc lli.> ^nal'.'st and tho
grcali'M a.lim,,. m ilmt nicr ..f th.. iriily ^'iv;it mIi.. miv alwav^
8iin|.lc aiui ii.iiiinii. II.- i j tint l»'\'.M,.|-l,M,kiii;:. I,ui his
liainls imi-i he Imhiii il'ul. Ids ii|.|Mr lip will (iirl whl
li'ss, ironic -mile for liic .trencraj |miI)!ic. \vliil«t I

1)^1' III' |(l\c> t

1 a can'

II' rcscrvcN fi,r

ins SI III I.

In\(> til.. Iiia\(iilv, radiant j^'lancf m which he puLs

'•Will iiiadnnni-clli. allnw nic." he slid in Spanish, in a
voice rill! i,f i,-ilatio,i. "to keep tl„s wriiin- III ineiiii'.r\ of
Iter? Till- ,, il,.. laM |..,M.„ I shall have ih.. |,n„„r nf ,rnnv'
'"'• •""' ''"" "'"'I' I li.i\e jiiM rceci\ei| m the<e wnnU may
>erve „„. fur an al.idiii- rule of |if,.. j l,.f, Spain, a fii-itive
and penniless, hut I have to-day received fn,,,, ,„v Cmijva
>um Miilicient for my n.. A<. \ „n will allow me to\.end s.mim'
poor Spaniard in my place."

In oiher words he >eem..d to me to sav. "This little jxame
ninsf stop." ill. n,„. ^ith an air of marvelous dijrnitv"anil
left me .piiie up>e| l,v Mich iinhcard-or .h'licacv in"a man of
his cla>>. lie went downstair- and a>k.'d to speak with mv
father.

At dinner my father >aid to me with a smile:
"Loui.-e. vou have heeti leariiinj: Spanish from an e.\-min-

ister and a man condemned to death."
"Tlie Ihic de Soria." I said.

"nuke!" replied iiiv father. "No. he is not tlia* anv
lon-.T: h.- take< the title now uf Raro„ de Maciimer from a
propcrtv winch >till rcmain> to him j,, Sanlinia. F[,
somethinir 'd' an oriirinal, I think."

"Doti-t I, rand with that word, which with vo,, alwav.
implies .ome mockerv and scorn, a man who i< vour ei.nal
and whu. I lulieve. has a nohle nature."

"Haronne de Maciimer:-" exclaimed mv father with i

lauLdiinu ^dance at me.

Pride kept my eye^ fixed on ihe tahle.

"But " >aid my moth,.,-. 'Trenarfz must have met the
opani. '1 ambassador on tlie stops?"

IS
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• Yr^" ni.H.'.l inv fatli.r. •Mh.' arnl.ii-ii.lnr n^k-.l ni.> if I

.;„.,.x.i;,aii.l'r "f Spani with mu'h .Irfrrnu ,•. iind [.lac'l lU'*

., pMcr- at tu> ili>|>"'al.""

\ll ihi-. .Icar Minr. -l.- Tl'.-tnra.lr. lia|.i"'ii.'>l a 1^ I'rimtit

, .,.. aii-l It I- a tnrtMi;:liI iinw -iiir,. I hav- ^vIl tlic Mian who

!.'^,, inr. I'nr that h.' I«>vi> iii<- thnv i- iml a i\'>\\\>\. Wlmt ir*

J,, ,l,„,n":' ir "iilv I wen- a llv. or a w>n^v. np a ^parnnv!

I uaiit tu .rr Imii al^iir. iii\-rlf tm-.vn. at hi^ \\"u-r. Only

thiiik a inaiicxiMs tuuhr.in I (an -av .
'Mio and .lif fur iiie

!'

\,„i h,. IS sn mad.' tliat h.' wnuld -n. at Ira-l 1 tlimk so.

\n'.linu. then' IS in I'aris a man wh" (icriiiu.- niv thoii^rht^,

,!i,i uhoM- Ldatic.' i-oiir^ .uii-hiiir iiitn my -.u!. I- ii"l -wch a

,: ,11 an .n.'mv. whom I on,i:l\t to trampl.' under Uu,\ ? What ?

IV, ,v is ii n"ian wlio lia.- hccomc nrc.-^arv to in.'-^a man

uMl.ont wliom I don't know how to liv,: Von marri.d. and

1 i„ low: Fonr UtiK' months. • -.d tl.o-r two dm-, whose

.,.,^> rrst hoiv tlirm ~o hi^'li. ha. ilulliTnl dow^^ npon the

!l,il .-tretches of real liffl
.Sii tulay.

V,-tfrdav. at th.- Italian Oprra. I ronld f.cl some one was

k.-kiiiL'- at m<'; mv rvos w.mc drawn, as l.y a mafrn.'t. to two

w. !|. of fuv. fzleamin,!: likr carhniulrs in a dim corner of th.-

..phr-tra. lic'iiaroz n.'V.T niowd 's eyes from me. The

wiHcli had discoven'd the one spot from which lie fonld see

.--and there he was. I don't know what he may he as a

]M.iitician, lint for love he has a i^enins.

Rehold. ni.v fair Reu.'e. wliere our business now stands.

n~ tlie jrrcat Corneille luii said.

J3
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JiMK. in: i/KsT()ii.uji-: n. .mi.i.k. dk cFiAi-Lina

- I-A I iiA.Mi'ALiK, F'hruan
Mv i)KA. Lori.K.-! U.H l,„u„.| ,,> wait ..„„,. n,,,,- I.H.n.
wniin.M., vn„: 1.,, „„u I k„„u, .„. ,,„,„,, , ,„^,. |„^„.„,.,j
'"•'"> "'"-- "'"'I'- '''•'• 'l'"-il^-'rvn„rl>nn,v|,.n,|„„,.,

i

"H.>t tHIyun. TlH.,|,llVn.n,v l„,„;,.„a::,rl.,Hla,narn:.,l
;voinan ,. so va>t. ,l,a> ,1... ^,rl can nu „„„•, ,Mn.|.,vlu.n,l „
tlifu. !„ niarri,.,! un,„an .an .„ ha.k t., ^nrlho.nl a-'an,

„ '
''"'^"^" '"^"'•>- ' '^ •!' ri-M<>ra<l,. rail,...- tiian^.tun. to

that tl,.. (onv.ni u-a> th,. ,.n!y aliuaial iv. to ,nam .„:, Lo,n<
1 lia'l as <i,rl> sav. to --mI,,,.,!." an.l ,nv MiLini-Hon o,,,.
'"a.lr. il„. n.xt nnn. u-aMorxannn.. t!.,.Hiua;,..naiHl Irv t.make the lifst of it.

'J'hc serious nature of what I was
at (ir-l uiih triTor. Marii

1- nnderiakinL'- lillfd ni.'

aui' I- a. niattrr ( onrcrninu- ilir
"•lH|ofh,e,u-lnI-t! a.a,n..„niyal pleaMMV. On the otl,..-

''^";*'; '""•'•'='.^" ^^m n.nia.n wh.n pleaxire. ha^,. vanislu.,1
and It 1-^ the sonn-e ,d' ,nter..>i. fa,- more pn.-.ou. than those
oi the man an.l uu.nan ..nfrni- o„ ,h,. allianee Mi.rht it
not.hereforel,,. tha, li,. .,d v ivpuMt. for a happv niarria^^.
was Inend-hip-a friend.-hi,, wl,,,h. f,,r ih,. sake u( the<,.
advaniaj^es. wonhUhut its ,,v,., to nianv of ih. iniperfertions
of hntnanity: \ou- ,1,,.,. ua~ w uu-L ,o ;1„. .xi^ten,.
ot Irien.Mni, '"'twe, n invM-lf and Loni- d- ri-londo Un
in;; renonnr.d .il Hl,.a of lindin- ,n rnarna^v tho.,. tran^por:^
of lovo on which onr n,,nd~ um.! ~o .di,.n. and uu!, „„ ';

perilous raptnre. to duvll. I found a uvnt le eal.n s.ttlin- over
ine. "Il dohatn.l fro,,, !„\,, uhv no, .,..], f,r happiiu-.'-"
I said to niVM.If. "Moreovrr. I am lovrd. an<] th.. iov,. otIVred
""'

'
~''^'" ^"•'•""- ^h- tnarn.d lifo wiii ho no .k,v,.rv hut

rather a perpnnal rvi-n. What i^ iliore to -av a-amst su.h
a situation i,„- ,, ....man wlio wi.-he. to retuaiii absolute ma-
tres.s o| hiTx'lf !''
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Til" important |Miint nf sciiaraliiiir iiiarria^re from tiiairital

\V,1 - -clllril in a )nv.'r-at 11)11 liriwccii l^oiiis and inc,

i:i tin- cmii'.-c 1 il which hi' t:avi' un (il an cxccnciu tiMupor

,,..i ;i icinl.i- licart. I'arlinu-. niv doin' \va- to i)rolonL' that

•ill- M'li-i'n if 1io;h' wliicli, ni'ViT ciilnnnatinir in >ati>faf'tion,

,,,,.- to the ^olll il- virjiinity. To u'raiit nothiiit: to duty

r [\iv law. to hi> LMiidcil cntindy Ky imi'"- own will, rctaininir

i„ rfn ! inili'prnilrnr(—what (ould he more attractive, more

.MiKirahlcy

A contract ol' this kind. <lircclly opposed to tln' lepil eon-

ir.iri, and even to the >acraincnt itself, could he conclnded

:,;v Iji-twecn I-onis and me. Thi- dilliculty, the tir-t which

h,i^ arisen, is the only one wliicli has delayed th" conipietioii

.

'

Miii- marria;:e. Although, at iiivt. 1 may have made tip

, mind to accept anythinir rather than return to the convent,

li is onlv in human nature, havin.i: irot an inch, to ask for an

. .;. and vou and 1. sweet love, are of those who would iiave all.

I watclied [.ouis out of the corner of my eve. and put it

n) mvself, "Has sutTerinsr liad a sid'leninir or a hardening

e:'..! on him'r"" Hy dint of close study. I arrived at the con-

(: >ion that his love amounted to a passion. Once trans-

iHiiiifd into an idol, whose sli^ditest frown would turn him

uliite and tremblinjr. 1 realized that I miLdit venture any-

;;l:nL^ 1 ilrew him aside in the nm-t natural manner on

'iarv walks, dunn.ff wdiich I disereetiv sounded his feelinps.

! made him talk, and L'ot him to e.xpound to me hi^ ideas

,i:.d plans for our future. My question- het raved so uiany

jiTi lonceived notion-, ami went so strai,i:ht for tlie weak [mints

•1 liiis terrible dual e.xistence, that Louis Im- -iuce confessed

;- mo the alarm it caus(>d him to f.nd in me -n little of the

.rmrant maiden.

Thrn I li-lened to wluit he had to sav in replv. He pot

.\cd up in his ariruments. a- pi><ip!e du whcti handicapped

; t'lar: and In-fore lonir it heiame clear that chance had

L' .en me for adversary one who wa.s the less fitted for the

^i!c-t liet-au-e he wa> eon-ciou- of what viai maLniiloijuently

I. ill my '"greatness of soul."" Mr' kiMi iiy suirerings and misfor-
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tunc. h. !.„,k..,| uii hiin-clf

ill ('>|'iM-ial 1k(!iiiIii| hiiii.

First, ui- ail

and

I- a sdi-t of Avreck, and tliroe fcars

iv-jii'(;i\flv ihirtv-
111' (I'liid imi cuiilrinril

'Ven and spvent

years ihai di\ nil' 11- In ll

I'la!'- wiiliniit i]iiakini: th

ot-n
;

( twcntv

on the <!

"' iic\; jilacc. hi' -

lliicct of |||\-

larcs uiir \ icw,
'"•;i"lv, and It is (Tiifl for liim t(

ou- till- liard~lii|,s oi' lii< lif,, l|.,v,. nrhhcd 1

I

manhnoi]. 'I'

inallv. ii(. iVIt \]u' -uiicriorit v of

mil of voiilli.

iacl<,-

II' conscioii.-iii.ss of tlu'so tin

my womanhood over
ci' ohv

to

th(

"""'< I'l'ii di<tru~tfiil of hinisolf; !i,. doiii.tcd !

Kills draw-

make me tiafijiv. and iriics-od tliat h
' lessor of two evils.

11- fiower

lad lu'cn chosen a.s

(•no e\oMin-- lie lomaiivclv
liini to cs,- o,. ill,, cotncnt.

su,i:,L'e,-tcd that 1 only niarriuJ

'1 eaniioi (l.-nv it.

^ly dear, it toiu hod

tea rs which St,),,,! j,

wa.s my <rravr replv,

'lie to the heart to see the two
I nis cNc, X

rreaf
oV( r before had fx.,^ u , e , ,

< ii.io I experienced
the .^hock <,f emotion winch a man can impart to ns

••Louis. ' I «-ent on, as kindly as I oiild, "it rests entirelywj^h ymt whether tin. marriage of omvenienc. leeomes oile

'

which c-an ,.ive my whole heart. The favor I atn ahont to
a.^k from voii will demand „n..lli.dn,e.s on vour part, farnobler than the .servitude to which a mairs love', when .ine^es supposed h. reduce him. The question is. Can you rise t^i
thehe,,,d,t of Inend.-lnp such as I understand it'^'

l.ile _r.ves us hut o„e friend, and \ wi^h to ho voursFrnm-Wnp
1. the homl between a. pan- of kindt-ed souls, unitedn heir strength and vet independent. Let us 1.. friends

a..^o|nteh l,ce. I would put no hindrance in the wav of your
n|,.u-,n,mew,tha.ove innlartovourown;hu,lamdte^ne o e,,„„,,;, ,,„,,^^,.,,,.^,,^,^.^^ ^'-ate in me the

\t the xoiee of love disturb its calm. Ou n.v part IWill ((I what ciii t,, brill, r „,, r i- ,
• '

One .Inn 1

''"'"- '"> '^''•'''".-^^ into aword with yours,Une thing, above all, 1 would Leg of you. Spare me the
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;,M,!ioyan(o> to which the stran^^cnes.^ of <iur iiiutual position

„ii,'hi -ive rise in our rclati(.ns with ntlicrs. I am neither

'.vhiin^iea! nor prudish, and should i.' sorry to iret that re|)u-

,,i;.,,ii; hut I tVel sun- that I can tru.-t to your honor when

I ,.-k \ou to keej) up tlie outward ai>pearan(e of wedded life."

N, ver. dear, have I seen a man sn hapjiv as my proposal

,:.,,.le Louis. The hlaze of joy which kindled ui las eyes dried

uj' the tears.

"Do not faney." I coneluded, "that I a.-k this from any

v.'-l) lo he eeeentrie. It is the .L'rra! dr.-ire I have for your

!.-,,. It whieh prompts my re<iue.-.t. If you owe the erown of

\>.iir lo\c mere!' to the h'L'al and reli,<:ious eeremony. what

-ratitu.lo eouldyni iVcl to mr later for a .trift in which my

:;,H„!\vill counted or nothin.ir? If duriuL^ the time that I re-

iLiiiicd indifferent to you (yieldiu.i: only a passive obedience,

-:;,h as my mother has just tie<'n uririn^^ on me) a child were

!"irii re us, do vou suj>pose t!iat I could feel towards it as

I \\niild towards one horn of our common love? A passionate

'n\,' iiiav not 1)0 necessary in nuirria<:e. i)ut, at least, you will

,;(]'ii!t liiat there sh.ould 1)0 no rej)Uj:nance. Our position will

ic without its dangers: in a country lif(\ such as ours

he, ouLdit we not to bear in mind the evanescent nature

"'' passion':' Is it not -imple prudence to make provision

ii. forehand a^'ainst the calamities incident to chanj^^e of feel-

He was frreatlv astonished to find mo at once so reasonable

::"'! -o ajit at reasoiiiuL'': hut he made me a solemn promise,

:'fer which T took his hand and pressed it affectionately.

W'c were nuirried at the end of the week. Secure of my
''

iiioin. I wa- ahl(> to throv my-e!f u'ailv into ijie petty

'' -'.li'- whicli alwavs accompany a "(.remonv of the kind, and

' ' h" inv natural self. I'erhatis I mav have l)cen taken for

i:. ojil hird, a> they >ay at Blois. .\ younjr !xir!. deliixhtcd

'liih i!i(. novel and hopeful situatioii >he had I'oritrived to

.;:!:e for herself, mav have ;>assed for a stroriLr-.ninded

r-;r,a!e.

I'ear, the ditViculties which would beset my life had ap-
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peered to n>e .I-arly as in a vi.i„n. a.ul I was sincerely
anxious to nmk. tl,,. hap,,n>.» nf ,1,, „„„ 1 married. Vo«:m the solnud,. of a I,1V in<e onr>, nurr.a.,. .0.,,, Wo,„es in:
tolerable unl..ss the w.unan .< ,1>,. pre-ul,n.- -p,n>. A wo,,,.,,
jnsnrhaeas.n,.ed<tl,e,.ha,-,,,

,,fa,,,,.tn.-...o,„l„m.dw„h
thesnl,dnu,.,l!,„.solaw,lV. To ,„,rn,i„,, ,„ „l,,„„,,„, ,„• „,.
c-erta,ntv ,nto pLaM,,., i. t.. pmlu,,,^ ,I|„ho„. ;„„| ,,.„drr la-,-m- thus., selfish sati>fa,.tinn> wl„d. all .y..nny.< l,,,],]. and
ju.>lly hold, so pre.io.is. Conju^r,! i„,,,_ ,„ ,„^. ^.,,,^^. ,,,.

.,

should shrou.l a woi„an „, exp,.,.,a„cv. erown her sovere,.'n'
and invest h.r wi,h .„ ...xhaustle-s pow.r. a redundanev^.,"
lie. that .„akes evrvthi,,,!: i.l<.,-<m, an„.„d Iht The inon-
she IS m.stress ol'hnseir. the n,o,v e..ria,nlv w,ll ,|„. love and
napp.ness slir creates I,.. ,it to uvalhcr ilic siorn,. ..r lif,.

re^rd"
;''"' "."• '

''''^*' '"^'^'-1 "" '1- ^^-a.e.t >e..reev in
regaid to our do„n.>t,e arran-ei,,, ni>. A hu.^l.and who "suh-
nnt^ to h,> w,l..-s voko ,. jusilv l„.id an ohj.., of rnlienl...A woman s mtluen.v ..u,i:l,, ,o !,o .niindv eon.valed Th.
charn, ot all we do lies in its unohtruMVene-. If 1 h,vemade ,t my task to rai>e a drooping ,o,„,,^e and nM-u-e theirnaU,ra bn.duness to ^nfts uhnh 1 have d„„lv .leseried, .r

inu^^t all seem to spniior fr,,,,, Lo,iis himself
Sueh is the n,i>sion to .hi.-h I dedicate tnvself. a mi^^ion

surely not i.nolde. and wh,eh .,,,.ht well sat,sfv a won. :,,"
-i.n..n. whv. , could ,io,.v i„ „,. „,..,,„ ,,,.,,; „;;';:„

2 1 '•
w, h ,„tcn.t. ,„ .hi. ta.k tou-ards whi.-h mv everv

lam vc,.y,,carlvhappv,,ou-. Imt.hould I ho ., without afrundly hea,1 ,n which to pour the confc..,o„ y Fo. how
nuikeaco,„„!an. ofhimr ^iv happinc. would wound him.and has ,.,U. concealed. H- is sensitive as a won,an. like allmen who li.ive <,iir,.red mtiel,.

< ren, allied as ue were l,efo,v marria--e
For three months u

^y you may imagine. „.,ri„^ , hi. ,i„„. , ,„„i„ ^, ,.,,,^„ ^,,,,i^.of many >,nall p,e,-.onal n-ute,--. whn-l, have mo,v to do wi,h
love than ,s .en^rally

<„pi „]. i„ ,,^, „f ,,,^. ^,^^^
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[/ui-; irrcw holdiT. and liis nature cxpandi'd. T ?aw on his

f;i. r a new t,'.\prc»inii. a l<ink nf youth. T!u' ^rn'ati'f p'tine-

:iH til whiili I iutniiluci'd intn tlu' Imusf was ri'tlccti'd in his

iMi'-nii. In^'iir-ilily 1 lircainc arcustimicd tn his ])nst'ncc, and

i:i;idc audthrr sflf id' liiui. \\y dint (d' i-nnstant watchiuLT I

i!i-rov(Tc(l hi)\v his mind and cnuntcnan' r liarinnnizc. '"'riu'

.iiiinial lliat we call a iuisband," to (juoti.' your words, disap-

;..ni-cd. and one hahny cvctiinf,' I discoxfrcd in his stead n

' iviT. who<f words tlirillcd nic and on wiiose arm I leant with

;.!.a<iirc licvond words. In short, to he open with you, as I

Aouid he with (lod. heforc whom foncoalmt'iit is impossible,

un' pcrlV(-t loyalty with whu h he had kept his oath may
JNivr pi(]ued me. and 1 felt a flutterin^r rif euriositv in my
ii.iirt, I^itterly a-hamed. I struiTLded with myself. Alas!

.i> II pride is the only motive fop re-istanee, e.xcu.ses for capit-

'iiiion are soon found.

We eelohrated our union in secret, and secret it must remain

I'luien us. When you are married you will api)rove this

'.-rrve. F]nou;,di that nothinir was laek-in<r either of satis-

Met ion for the most fastidious sentiment, or of that unex-

;'. redness which briniis, in a senx'. its own sanction. Every

uitchery of iniajrination. of passion, of reluctant overcome,

if the ideal jtassinjr into reality, played its part.

Vit. spite of all this enchantment. I once more stood out

f'T riiv comidetc independeiiet". 1 can't tell you all my rea.-ons

>r this. To you alone shall I confide even as mucli a- this.

! i"'li( ve that women, whethor jta-sionatelv loved or not. lo«e

:;!iiili in their relation with their husband-; i)v not i ncealins:

liii ir feelin,<:s about marriaiie and the way they look at it.

Mv one jov. and it i~ supreme. ^priuL's from the certainty of

'::i\inir brou,i:ht new life to m\' husband Ixd'ore 1 ha\i' borne

'::iii anv childnm. I^oui- !ia~ retrained his youth, strenixth.

:.:id sjiirits. 11 ' is not the vmne man. With luaLrie touch T

'.ivc etfaced tlu- very memory of hi- sntTerinirs. It is a eom-

'''\i- metamorphosis. Lo\iis is really verv attractive now.

i''clinL' sure of my affection, he throws ull his reserve and

displays uususj'ected j-dfl;?.
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To 1)0 the iin(c;i>iiii: s|.riii- ,,f h.ijipincs.- for a man who
know,- it and add.-- ,-ratii inlc Im Iuvc. ah! drar one. thi> i.- a
rnnviction uliidi fnrlilii- ihc >..iil. vwu mnn. ilian tlu' rii.Kt

passidiiatc love ran d... Th,. for,-,, tin,. d,.\,.l,,p,.d - -a! ,,n(v
impotuuiis and cndiirinL', .-iniplc and divcr-iru'd—hriiiLS
forth idtinialcly the faniilv. tliat iiohlc product of woina diood,
whicli I rcali/r now in all its anirnatirii: Ixautv.

Tlio old father has ccaMMl i,, |„. a miser, il,. ^Mves hiindiv
whaiever I u -h fnr. The servants are eontent : il seems as
tlinii-h the hli» of Loiii> had let a ihi.xl of Min~hine into the
hon.-ehr,|d. where jove ha- (nade nie queen. Kven the eid
man would not he a hlot upon my preitv home, and lias

brou-ht himself i,:',, l,,,,. with all mv improvements; to
ploa.-e nie he has adnpi,.,| ij,,. ,l,.,.ss. and with the dress, the
manners of the da v.

We have Kn-li-h Imrs,.,. a ,.,<npe. a haroiiche. and a tilhiirv.
'Ihe liven- ,,f ,,tir >er\ant- is .-imple l.iit in ^r 1 taste. (')f

course we are looked en a> si)endthrifts. I applv all mv
inteUecl (I am sju.akinir quite serminlv) t(> mana-injx niv
hou.seh.dd wnh eeon.Miiv. and nl„ainin- Inr it the maximum
ot {.leasure with the minimum of eo-t.

I have alreadv convinced Louis (d' the necessitv of fivttin-^
roads made, in order l' it he mav earn the reputation of a
man interested in the welfare of his di>trict. J in>ist too
on Ills studvin.: a -real deal. Jkd'ore Ion- I hope to see hiiu
a memherof the Council (ien.'ral .'f the Hepartment. thnutfrh
tlie influence of my family and his mnther's. 1 have told him
phiinh that I am ambitious, and that 1 was verv well pl-iuspd
his father should eontitme to look after the estate and practise
ec.nomi, s. l,rcause [ wi-hed him to d.'vote himself exclusively
*''' 1" ' 'i'-^- If ^^<' liad children. I >hm,I,i like to >ee theiii
iill pre-peroiis and with -ou,l State aiipointnients. Fnder
I'enaliv. therefore, of ferfeilin- my ."sttvni and aifection. he
must net himx'lf chosen deputv fnr the d<'[)ariment at the
romm- election>: my familv w,,u!,] .Mq.port his candidature,
and we should then have the delii:hf of sptmdini; all our
winters in I'aris. .\h ' my love, hv the ardor with"whi<-h he
pnihraced mv iil;i)ij I <..i», .r..l,,r,^ «i,., .i,— .u e I- (w- ' ••" ,-'',-•" -•••- ut-ju;! ;,-i Hi- iiecnoii.
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^n ciitKliiih'. here is a ii'tlcr he wrote iiic yolcrday from

M,ir-i'ill<'-, uhciv he liml puic to spi'nd u few lioiirs:

-Mv >\vi i:r iiKNKi:,—WIu'ii you jiuvc nic iicnnis-^ion to

,\r V'lll. bcL'ilU to \iV licvc in liiiiipinr.-- ; now, 1 m'o i t iinfold-

:!;:: I ii(ilc>>lv iK't'oiT nif. 'I'hc p;i-t i> nuTcly a dim inctnory.

!owv i(iU'k,i:roiinil. wiilioul wimh my im'- iii lili-.- would

K— radiant. Wlim 1 iim with \ou, l(.\r ^o tr,in,-|iort.- mo
,1 -iiai

am powcru^s to t \|)n-^ t 111' ilcpth of mv atTcction

,t:i imt woi-,-lii[i

)c(Mli r(

\nur bcautv i;- ol

'iid admire. Only at a dl^talu•t• iioc< tlio

turn. Vou arc -uitrcmcly Ijcautiful. Ui'iirc,

tilt .-taliif.-iiuo and rcLMl typi'. mi whiidi

1 doulit the lo\c of luis-avc- lait littlf imprcs-i on.

Mid and witV depend.- !».-< on outwanl beauty than on ^rracos

I haracter, which arc y(Uir- also in pcri'eetion; -till, let me

;, that the ciTtaintv of having' your unelianLMiiL'' hcaiity, on

liirh to fea-t mv eves, 'Mvcs nie IV that L'rows with evei^'

,inre There i.s a ''race and dii:iiitv in the line- o f vour face

,|irc--ive of the iiohlc .-oul w

•Ileal li the vivid <()lorin,i:.

ithin. and hrcathiiv of i)urity

he lirillianec ol vmir dark cvi

1 hold sweep of your fonhcad, declare a spirit of no eom-

1 and tni>tworthv in everv relation, and
1

!!!!'!! elevation, souii

u. jl braced to meet the .-tonus of life, should such arise. The

ki vnote id' your character i> its freedom from .ill iiettinesji.

'ion do not need to lie told all this; but I write it because I

«.,iild iiave you know that I apjireciate the trearure I possess.

ir tavors to me howeV(>r sliijht. will always make my
L.ippiness in the far-distant future as now; for 1 am sensible

!io\v much dignity there is in our promise to respect each

Tiler's liberty. Our own inipul<e shall wi;!i us alone dictate

'i.c e.\

1 -hal

jircssion of fecdin;:. We shall be free even in our fetters

1 have the more | -idc in wooin<r you a^rain now that T

!1m\v the reward von jilace on victory. You cannot -peak.

natho, act. or think, without adding' to the admiration I

ir \()ur cliarm botl 1 o f ImmIv and mind. There i- in vou

,1 rare combination of the idea!, the practical, and the lie-

witching which satisfies aJike judgment, a husband's pride,
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I»\ iiiid wliicli cMcinl, the l>nuiHl;in.>s of lo\>

'''''
I

**li I my lovni (iiif. mar ili,>

genuis .,r Invc ivni.iiM laithri,] i,, „„,. and ili.. fun, re hi' full

y iiiraii> (if winch Vdii liavc ulonlicil all tha!

boyoiid thost' of lif

of those dcli^rhts I

surrouri.is m..! I I,,,,- fur tl„. day uhiJ, ,|,all make vu,
moth.T. Ihal I

life,

may ^cc ymi ((uitcnl w iili ihr ful iicss of V

I a

our
may licar ymi. m ih,. vui'ct v

words that >o mar\c|(iii>ly express
thoi

lii\e and with the

yoiir -iiliile and ori'Mnal
i^-'hts. I.le.-s the lov.. which has' refre-hcd mv soul

jriveii lieu- vi;:or to i

11 ml

iind wheiHc 1 have d

ny [Hiwcr.-. the lu\c which i~ mv pridi

life. Ves. I

u leading

phali fall tl

raun. as fnim a mauic fnuntam. frc^ji

'"•'II '' .ill tli^il
.\ 'ii would liave nio. 1 shall tak.'

I;-"'' '" "" i'lil'li'- iil'«' 'd' the district, and on vmi
!' rays uf

, -|,,ry wliieii will owe its existence to
the desire of |i!easii);: \(iu."

So much for my pupil, dear! Do vou suppose he could
have written |,ke thl^ l.c^rcr A vear hence hi- ^tvle will
have still liirther improved. Louis i. mnv in his tirst trans-
port

: what I |(,ok forward to i. the uniform and continuous
^nsation id' content which ou-ht to he the fn.it of a happv
inarria.Lre, when a man and woman, in perfect tni^t and
mutual knowl,.d-c, l,avc solved the prohlcn of irivin- varietv
to the mlinite. This i. the task .M.f !,efnre everv trm> wife';
the answer he^rjns to dawn 0,1 me. and 1 Miall not re<t till I
nave made it mine.

Vou SCO that he fancie. hinKcif— vanit v .,f men '—the
chosen of my ia'art. juM as thou-h there w<.re no I ] honds
Aevertheles.,

] have nr,t vet -ot h.'vond that evfernal attrac-
lon winch .Mves u< strcn-th to put up with a -oo,l deal Yet
IX.UIS ,s lovahl,.; hi< temper is wonderfullv even, and he vw-
t'TUK. ,wa matter of cour.e. ads „n which mo-t n,en would
P'"":;' 'fi"'iwehe.. In -hurt, if 1 do not love him. I .-hall find
no difliculiy in heitiL' ifood p, him.

So here are mv hiack hair an,! mv hiaek eves—who.e lashes
act. aecordin- to von. like Venetian hlinds_mv commanding
air. and mv whoje per-nn. nii-vd to the rank of .sovereicrn
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\u'\\OT on \('iiT< liciicc, ilfiir. wliv »liniili I We lint boti 1 tic

.A\ ,1111

ami jiiiy in voiir I'ari^. whcticr I -hall carry ynii off

1 airain to inv iMaiit il III na-:- 111 rroM'ncc.

(»li ! Louise. (Inn'i sjioil till' -iilmdul i'utiin' wliidi await-*

- ImiiIiI Itiin't (In til'' mad lliiiiL'- with which ymi threaten

ic My liiisliaiid i- a youriL' man. |u-iiiiatiirclv old; why

li't Villi marry -omc \niiii>.r-hcartcd ;.'rayl)card iii the Cliain-

r (if I'lrrs? 'I'hcrc lies voiir vocation.

XIV

THK DIT I)i: SOIUA To 1111: HAltnV I)K MACUMER
Madrid.

\\\ iiKAK HiiOTiii-.i!.— Villi dill not make me Diic de Soria

:: Mi'iliT that my adii'ii- -hnnld helic ilie name. Ilnw could

1 , ilrrate my liai)|)ine>> il' 1 knew ymi in he a wanderer, do-

;
!;\i d III' the conil'ort-; which wealth everywhere cimimands?

^' iilier .Marie nor I will coii-ent ti» marry till we Ip ir that

lU have aicepled the money which I'rraca will hand nvcr to

Mil. 'i"hc.-c two milliuns are the f;-iiil of Mnir own savinjis

,d .Mane's.

\\>' ha\e hiitli jirayed, kncelim.;' hefori' the >aine altar--

.i':\ with what earnc-tncss, (Jod knows I— for your hap])inoss.

M, dear brother, it cannot be that these |irayers will remaii^

;i:,in^wered. Heaven will -end ymi the hive which you seek,

I'l lie the consolation of your exile. Marie read your letter

'A^:li tears, and is full of admiration for ymi. A- fi>r mo,

1 lonsent. not for my own sake, but for that of the family.

Til'' KiuLT justified your ex;H'Ctati'in-. < Mi ! that I miL'ht

1 iiu'e you by lettiuL' him sec him-eii'. dwarfed iK'fore the

Til wnli which you flitni: him liis toy, as you nii^rl. toss

: tiLTor its fo'id.

The only thinsT T bave taki'ii for niv-elf. dear brotbrr. is

" ' happiness. I bave taken ^larie. For tbi- I shall alwavs

'e heholden to you, as the creature to tbe Creator. There will
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he in mv lifo nnil in Murn'- ,,w ih\\ iim !,s^ ?lorions than
"iir uv,l(|in;,r ,|;,v_ii uill !„ tl,,. .lay wlin, wr li,.iir that yciir
lii'art has fdutnl its niat.". that a wiunaii hives yoii as you
oiiirht tn I,,., and wmiN! hr. \,,\,;\. |),, nut l'..rj.Tt that if you
Vwr I'nr II-. Ur al<u liVr for Mill.

V'lu can write to us with iHTfoct fonfldrnrr niiil.T cover tn
the Nuncio, M^n.lin;: \our lctt<Ts rin Ifome. 'I'lic French arn-
li:i>-ail"r at l{oine will, no-loiilit. undertake to forward them
to Mon-i;:nore Benihoni. at the State Secrelarv"s otiicc. who,,;
our le-ate will hasc ad\i-ed, \o oihor wav' would he safe!
Farewell, dear exile, dear despoded one. Me proud at lea-f
of the haiijiino- wliidi you have lirou.i.dit to us. if yon rannot
Ih- hapiiy in it (iod will douhtlcs.s hear our prayers, which
are full of vour name.

XV

LOUISE DE CirAl'LIEr TO MME. DE I/est GRADE

.Wareh.

An ! my love, marria^jre is making' a philosopher of you ! Y
larlin:.-- f.uo mu-t. indeed, have heen jaundice<l' when
wnnc uif tlio-c terrilili- v

women. Ho vou fancv v

our

von

your proirramme of .-uhterranean laiiors?

w- of human life aiul the dutv of

'u will convert nie to matrimony hv

dr

Alas! is this then tl le o

earns: We l,.ft p,i,,is a!

utcoiiie for vou of our too-instruett

innocent, arme(| with tin pointed
the weapons of that i)urelv idleal

shafts of meditation, and. lo !

experieiKv have turned a.^Minst your own hreast! If" I did

:in(,^'lic of created

ations sniaek of

not kn<iw you for the purest and most
hein<rs. I declare 1 should sav that vour caleul
vice. What, mv dear. m the interest of vour country hoi
you submit your jdca.-ures to a periodic thi
your limhcr. Oh ! lat

iinin<r. as vou d'

HT let Tue jierish in all the viol
of the iH.art's storms than live in the arid atmosphere of
cautious ariihmeti

ence

your

As <Mr!- \ve '-ere hoth unusually enli;,ditened, because oi
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I tit lnr''e aiiiniinl of >lu(l\ wt avc to (iiir (hn^on •iiihjfot?

lilt. IllV CMl (i, j.liil'i-.ijiliv uiilioiit li'vc. ur ili>irui-<'il uinliT a

rlialll III \c, i.- the iiin-t linlcoii.- i r cMiiiii:::!! liv li>(TI«ll'-i.

uihl niw:LM III' that I'M'M tlir l)iL:ui'>t "f I'lxils iiii;.'ht di'lcct

li-vv and aj.Miti uw o \\1 lit' \vi«(inin suiiattiiiL' in vmir lin'vcr

,1 -UKV. a liha-llv |ihaiitiiiM siil'icifn I In •).:!• til tllL'Ilt th.'

n;n.t jirnini^iiiL,' o I na--iiili- ^'nii make \(iiir nwn I'ati', in-

•i I,! nt' waitiiii:. a iiiaytliinL: m it^ liaiiii.-.

\\V aiv each (li'vcl(i|)jnt: in .-tran.irr ways. A larL'f dn-'' <>f

i!iilii-i.|ili\ In a urain nf ln\r i- yniir rci i[i

wiim

(' : a lai'L'i' dn-r nf

tn a jrrain of |i!iiln.-n])liy is mini'. Why. I{iiu»scau"s .liilic,

II I ifinii-lit -II Inariicd, is a inrrc tu\Lrinncr tn von. Wo-

llnW Vnll lia\c WrlLillt'd llll lll'cl AhlS I
;i., Ill's \ irtiic. i|Untiia

1 make fun of you. and. aftiT all, iMi'liap- you aiv ri^dit.

In one (lav von liavc niadi- a hnlicaiKt of ynur ynutli and

i".i>iiii' a mi-rr h. fnrc your tiiim. ^'nu^ Lmiis will be happy,

i ilari'suy. If hi- lovfs you, of wliiih I inaki- no doulit, he

uiil ncviT find out. that, for the sake of ymir family, you

iiri' ar'tinir a.< a rourtc-an docs for niniu'y : and cfrtaiidy nion

III to find liappincs- wi ill tlmui, judtriiii: !iy lln' fortunes

!li \ squander thus. A keen->i<:litrd liushand ini;:lit no d

ivinain in love witti von, liu

ouht

t what sort of ;rratitiide (ould

• feel in the lon<r run fur a wnnian wlm had made of duplicity

-nrt of mora! armor, a- indi-iieii^aiile as her slays?

Love. dear, is in mv eves the first ]irineiple of all the vir-

1-. eonfornied to the di\ine likme— . T.ike all other first

lies, it is not a matter of arithmetic: it is the Infiniteinei|

I cannot out think voii have heen trvini: to jiwtifv

ViiU r own eye> the friL'litful position of II Lriri. marrieii to

man for whom she feeU notliiiiLr more than esteem. Vmi

rate of duty, and make it your rule and nn'a.-ure; hut

r«lv to take necc--.it v a- the -iiriuL' of action is the moral

>rv o f atl leism T > follow the impulse <if Invc am

in<r is the secret law nf cvcrv woman's heart. Voii are

tinj: a man s pairt. ;uid vour Louis will have to plav the

man
Oil! mv dear, your letter has plunired me into an endles.>?
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L'lHJ i-p:rri;i!s dj' rwo i!i{n»i:s

tniin (if t!inni:lit. I -.

the plan' 111'
111., till

with the l.|;i<'

prcity, do Mui iiini ;iua\ frutn tl

tioM iliiii ih,. rnmriii call fifVcr taki'

I" U> a irirl. I hc^' uf \uii. mv ''rami
<'\i-, -" [lurf ami jprnmi. "crioii.x ami «m

ic>c rni<. uhirji tlic fir~t

rradii..- ..t M„ir l-it.-r lia« t-.n. frum m,.: | h;,v.. taken cnni-
!'"' Ill t!lr ihciD-lll that. Ulllir I

(loiil)I h's.- Imi-v kii'MkiriLT dnwn th.. xall'iil.

ua- lairiiiiiitiL'. lovc W;

It iiiav III' that I -\

f('a>i)[nii<: "I- call iilalKiiiv. |'

in;: (it n'a>oii.

lall ijii worx' than vmi witlnnit am

ti> have a li,;.'ii' iiu( |r.>^ pitilfss ihaii vuurs.

i-'on is an clciiictil in lilV hound

Ypstonlay ni-ht I pland im-df
poiti^' to hdl. In l,i(,k at tl

Th.' ^t ir- wiiv Ilk.' -ih.'r nail-. Imlil

Mniuiiiy.

at th.' wiiiili'W a> I ua-
whirh ua> WDn.l.Tfiillv clear.

Ill the -ll.'Ihr ..f ih,. infill I ,-,,il!il I

Jind by ill.' half-li-ht .d' th.' -t

III;: ii|i a veil of 1 (lUi

lik< '1 -i|iiirivi .III til.' hraiK Ih'- .if on,' .if i|

icar -.line .uic hr.'athiiiL',

•aniard, [M'rrln'dir- I -aw iii\ >i

hoiili'\ariI. and .|. nihil.'-- 1,,-t

The !ir-t fllVit of thi- .1

into

hut.

If tr.'c- liiiini: tl

III ailiiiiration of i

i-.ovcrv was to tiiak.' i

iiy wiiKt.iw.-.

Ill' wiihi'rau-

II

I" room, my fni and hand> .|niti' iiiiip and ii.TV.'Irs- ;

'H iioath I hi' fiar. I was con-iion- of a dclicioin iinder-

a.- o\ri|„,ucr,d hill happy. Not one of
ciirrcnt ot jo^. I

I'l-f cicvir I- ri'iichnicn, who a-• a-pire to niarrv n,, . i.. i.aii

the hnlliant id. 'a of spcndin,-: ihc niir|,t in ';,„ dni-tivc at
the ri-k of liiin- carrici oil' hy ihr watch. Mv Spanianl
has, no douhi. hccn ihcr.. fop ^nw.v lim.'. Ah! he' won't iriv.-

me any nioiv l.-.-.ms. h,' want- t.i ivceive th. in—well" ho
sliall have one. Jf onlv hr knew what I said to niv.^.'if about
his Miperfieial u-lin.'.<s: Other- ,.-an |ihi!o-ophize besi.i.'<
.vou. ifeii,'...: It wa- horrid. I ar-iied. to fall in love with
fi hand.-oine man. Is it not pra.tieally avowinir that th.'

seii-e- .i.nnt for thr.'e part< out ..f f.uir in a passion which
ou,i.dit to ho super-sensual?

Ifavin- i:ot over my fir-t alarm. I craii..d inv n.vk b.'hiiui
th.' window i.; order to .-..v him a.^-ain—and well was I re-
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Icil I Bv iiiiiin> <)win
l;ir WltldnW a 1<

f a I iiillou ( a llr lie Idi'W nil' ill tiirnU''ll

!t.T. ( uniiiti:.lv r'illfil nimul n Irailcii jicllft.

ll'.lViIlr . Will llr ~!l|ll I li
'I thr \vi::'l'>u ii[H'n on

'.lit M hilt wa- til Ih iliiiH' .'

nakf oncM'lt' an ai (•iiiii|ilii

.1 -hill it smi ! ulv wmilil h(

I ,||,| ImII.t. I riliiriinl In my wiihIhw a< tli<)ii;;li I liad

-nil ruithwij,' ami hrani iinlhiii:: nf thi' iitli'i', then I !>aia

aliiii'l ;

'•('.itiif aiiil lixik at till' -tai-s. (inlliih."

"inllith \va> >lir]iiiiL' a^ mils nM maiii- ran, I'.nt llu- Mi>or,

hiantiu' inc. slid down, ami vani-linl uitli udin-tlv ra|iidity.

II,. niii>l ha\i' liii'ii dyiii;: ol' li'ii^lit, and .-n wa- I. fur I

,1.,] not hi'ar iiiiii i-'ii away; aiiiiaivnlly lir ivinainnl at thf

;„,! ,.i' ihr cliii. AltiT a •jimhI i|iiartrr nt' an hmir. diiriii;,'

nhirh I l.i-t iii\>rlf in (iintfiiililaliiin nf tin lifavni-. and

!,.ili|,d uilli tin wa\i'- "f nirin-ity. 1 iIm-.-.I mv window and

-,i! duwii on the l»'d to unfnld the di'lirati' hit of pajicr, with

thr 1. ndiT toiicli (d' a workrr ainnnir-t tin' amion; iiianii-cripts

.11 \aiilr-. It t'rh ivdlmt to niy liii^Livr.-. •What a horrible

p.iwir till.- man has ovi r lac I" 1 .-aid to niy-ill'.

A!! at oiur 1 held oiil tin' |ia|)rr to tlu' randh'— I would

hum It without, rradiii;,' a word. Thru a tliiMiudit >tay('d

!:;i\ "What can lie have to >av that he writes -o .-ct-rctly?"

Well. dear. I dill inirn it. vi'. etiii..- iha'. ihini-h ^'"v "tluT

.'ir! m the world would hasc devoured the letter, it was not

litMiiu' that I

—

Aniiande-l.oui.-e-Marie de I'haulicii—should

read It.

The next day. at the Italian opera, he wa- at his post.

i'.'.l I frel .-lire thai, e,\-prinie iiimi-ler id" a ei>n-titutional

.••i\ei-nnient ihoiiLdi he i-, he could n-it dix-nver the -li,i:htest

Mutilation of mind in anv movement of mine. 1 miu'ht have

•..!! nothing' and received nothinu' the evening' hef"re. This

ua- ii.o-t satisfactorv to me. hut he louked very sad. I'o'ir

man I in Spain it is so natural for luve to come in at the

windnvv'I

Durini: the interval, it sconis, lie came and walked in the
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IM,~s;i-,-. 'I'ln- I l,.,inir,l fp.ni th,. cliirf >,.cn't.arv' of tin-
Spanish <-n.l:;i^-v, wl.u al>n toM ih.. stnrv of a nob^e acli,.,i

A- liiir <lr Soria h,- u,H K. iiiarrv onr ..f tlio richest hcir-
<><.- in Sp.Mii. 111,. y.Miii- prinri.v^. Marie lleivdia, wIiom.
^^''"1''' »'""''i l''i\'' initi-aNd ilic biitcnics^ of e-ii,.. Hm
It s.rni- tliat Marir. .ii-ajip(Hntin,i: ilic wishes of the fatiuT.
uhn I, a,

I

lH.,rotli,,l tlinn in th^ir rarlir^t ciiildhoo,], lo\,.,l
thr voun-.r >oi, nf ||„. |„,„~,. of Suria. to wlioni iiiv Foli-,,.
.ITilV- !l. !• lip. ailnuillur hllMM.If to i,o ,K..,,oil(.,| hv tile Kip-
of Spain.

•li.- uni,|,l p.^rfurn, t!ii< pic-c of h,Toi,.m fjuito siniplv,"
I saiil to till' MiimLT man.

"V'lii i^no^v hnn ilini:'" wa-^ lii> in.cronuou? reply.
My mother smiled.

"Wli.ii will hecome of him. for he i.s condemned to death'"
I a.-ked.

'TlioM-h d,ad to Spain, he can live in Sardinia."
".\h

:
then Spain i< the eoiuitrv of t.nnhs as well as castles'^"

I said. tryiiiLT to carry it olT a< a jnke.

'•There i~ ..vervt'iinc i„ Spain, even Spaniards of the old
.-cliool. my mother replied.

'-The liaron ,]. Ma.ure.er ohtaiiied a pa.v^port. not without
diiricultv. Irom the Kin- of Sardinia." the vonnir diplomatist
went on. "lie has now become a Sardinian sui.jeet. and h-
pos.<esM's a mauiiifi(ent e-tate in the inland with' full feudal
ri.L'ht.^. ![<• has a p.ilace at Sa<,siri. If l-Mrdinand VII v/ei'

to d,e. Maciimer w,)i!ld probably -o in for diplomacv and
the Court of Turin would make him amba.<sador. ThouHi
you}!^'. he i-

" '"^

".\li ! he i- voiinLT?"'

•'Certainly, mademoi-^elle
. . . thou,i:h yonn^r. he is

one of the in.i^t di>(inL'-ui-hi'd men in Spain."
I -anned the hou-e meanwhile Ihromrh niv opera-irla.«.=,

and seemed to lend an inaftenfive ear to the .«eorctan-rbut.'
l).-twe,n nur-elvcs. I w..-- wretched at liavinrr burnt his letter."
bi whar terms would a man like that express his love? For
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•

,, ,]ov< love mr. To 1h' IdVrd. ,:.]nvr,\ in hmtcI ;
tn know thnt

.; iln- house, wluTe all the .irreat iii.'ii of I'ari- vrr coll,., trd,

i^i.rf wa- one rntiri'ly d.'Vdtrd \n mi.'. mikiK'Wii to cvcryliody !

Ml! Wriirr, now I und.r-tan<l llio litV of Pan-:, it^ liall-^,

,:;:,i'!i> -aiftic^, It all lla.-hiMl on i— .i 'he tiMio I1,l'1u. When

u,- |.,vc. we must havo ,-ocict\. . p it "i;;; i'- ^acrifire it to

,, ;r loM'. I I'.lt a ditVdviit (-.va irr--;nid Mi,h a happy oiirl

M. viinitv, pride, m If-lovc-^ , I v, re iiaiN red. Heaven

. .w- what .i-'Iances 1 caM upon iii" aud; '<'.

i/mle roj:uel"" the DucIm-., whi-^peied in my ear with a

^l!lile.

Vr-, IJeiiee, niy \vilv motlier had deciphered 'he hidden joy

i;. n<v hearin.tr. and i could oidy haul ih'wn my lla.L-- hefore

-.:,,.h "feminine sti'ate^iry. Those two word-: tau-ht me more

.

:' woiidlv wi.-dom than 1 have hecn able to jiick up in a

.,;,r- for \v(> are in March n'lw. Alas! m> more Italian

'i.era in another month. II-w will life tie po-~il)le without

ti'i.it heavenly miisie. when one's heart is full of love?

When I (rot home, my dear, with determination worthy of

( Iiaulieai. \ opened my window !o watdi a -hower of rain.

(!!,: if men knew the inairic sivdl tliat a heroic action

ihrows over us. they wonM indeed ri.-e to onMtnes.>: a p.dtrnon

would turn hero! What I itad learned about mv Spaniard

d-ove me into a verv fever. 1 felt certain that he was there,

r, .idv to aim another letter a! me.

I was riixht, and thi< time I burnt notliiuL'. Here. then.

;. the iir~t lovedetter I have rei-eived. madame logician: I'aeh

t) !ier kind :

—

"liOnise, it i? not for yonr peprle-- heaiitv T love you.

r :r for your gifted mind. v(Uir noble fetdimr. th" wondrous

barni of all you say and do. nor yet for voiir pride, vour

.;Meenly seoniof baser mortal-— a I'rid.- blent in von with

baritv, for what anL'i'l could bi^ more tender?— Loiii-e, T

' ve ymi heeanse. for the sake of a poor exile, von have unbent

this loftv majesty. U'cause bv a ge-^tnro, a L'lance. voi; have

broiii'ht consolation to a man so far beneath you that the

14
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utiiin-t lie <i)ulil hdpf |nr ua- vuur ]iil\, liic pitv of a u''»'norfiii,-

licart. Vuu aiv tln' (uic woinaii wIki.-c cm.^ have slmi;,' wiih

a H'lidcrcr ii^:lit when iiciit im inc.

"Ami l)ccaii-i' WMi let fall thi< u'laiicf -a imcit irraiii of

dust, \v\ a ^LM'acc -iir|ia~,-iii,u ,iiiv ln'-ti>\vc(l uii me wiim I .-t(iiiii

at the siMiiinit (if a >iil)jcct"> aiiilMtii]ii— 1 ioni: to tell vmi,

i.oui.-c. liuw (Icarvnii aic to iiic, and iliai iiiv love is for vour-

self aioiir. wiilioiu a tlioiit:lit liryninl, a Imc that far inun'

tlian fulfil- iho loiiiiilioiis laid down hy vou for an ideal pas-

sion.

"Know, then, iduj ,,f i,,x hi^JirM li,'av,n. ihat thorc is in

thf world an oH'.-hoot id' the Saracen race, whose life i- in vour
hands, who will reeeive vour (jrder> a> a >lave. and deem ii

an honor to exeente tliem. I have j^iveii niv>e]f to voii ahso-

iutely and for the mere joy of liivinu". for a >inLde i,danee of

your eye. foi> a touch of ihe hand which one dav von ofl'ered

to your Sjiani-h ma.-ter. 1 am hut your servitor, Louise; 1

elaini no m()re.

"No. 1 dare not tliink that I could ever be loved: but per-

chance my devotion niay win i'or nie toleration. Since that
morning' when you smiled u|ion me wiili L^'nerous jiirlisli im-
|ud>e. diviiimir the ndscry of my ' uiely and rejected heart,
you rei,irn tfiere alone. Von aiv ih, ab.-olute ruler of niv lil'e,

the queen of my thon<:hl-. the l'o.I of mv heart ; I find you in

the .vun-hiue nl' my liMiiie. llle fraL;Tance of mv flowers, the
i)alni of the air 1 breathe, the pulsin^ ,,f my hl,„nl. the H.^rlii

that vi>its me in .-lei'j).

"One tluiimlil aloiie iroubled thi- happiness—vour iirno-

rance. .\II unknown lo ymi wa- tlii^ boiindl(>ss devotion. liie

trusty arm. liie blind -lave, jlie silent to(d. th(> wealth— f.T

henceforih all I po--.e-< is mine oidy as a trust—which lay

at your disposal ; unknown to \ou. ihe heart waitini: to reeeive

your conlideiice. and vearnintr te replace all that your life

(I know it well) ha> la<ked— the liberal aucesl ress.so ready
to meet vour needs, a father to whom y,m coald look I'or prn-
teetion in every (lillii iilt v. a friend, a lirotlier. The secret of
your isolation is no -ecret to me: ff I am bold, it is because
I Ion;: t'at vol! -hould know how mucli is von^rs

t r *«
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•Take r.lK Luiii-c, ami in so dniiij,^ l)l^to\v mi tiic t!i(> on.'

life possible lor iiH' in ti wurid—llic life ni' (livoiion. lu

ijlacui;.^ till' voki' iin my n. ck, yuu run im ri>k; 1 a-k noiliin.i;

ii.ii till' joy of knowinj,^ myself yours. Xeedlr-s even lo -ay

\nu wdl never love me; ii eannot Ke oiherui-e. 1 must love

in'iu afar, williout liope, without reward beyond my own

(live.

•jii mv an.xietv to know wliellier you will accept ine as

\.iiir servant. 1 have racked my hrain to tind .-ome way in

uliirh you may communicate with me without any dari;,'er of

ciiiiprMiiiisinj: vourself. Injury to y(uir ^elf-respect there can

i..- none in sanci ionin.i: a devotion which has heen \oiirs for

v.'..it\\ davs without vour knowdedp'. liCt this, then, he the

Ink, li. .\t the (jpera this (.vcnin.i:, if you carry m your liand a

iii.uipuet consi^tin^' id' one ri'il and one white camellia—iMU-

iileiii of a man's hlood at the .-ervicc of the purity he wor-hips

:liat will be mv answer. 1 ask no more; tlieneefonh, at any

iiHMiienl, Wn year.s hence or to-morrow, whatever you demand

~:im!I Ik- cione, so far as it is possible for man to do it, by your

iiappv servant,

"FhI.II'I-: lllAAHKZ."

/'. S.—You must admit, dear, tliat Lnvat lords know liow

tolnve! See the sprint: of the African lion I What r.'.-lrained

t\vr] What loyalty I What -incerity ! How iu-h a soul in lo\r

.•-!,i!c: I felt (piite small and da/ed a.s I said to mys(df,

• :i,i! -hall 1 do?"

It is the mark of a irroat man that he puis to fliirht all

• '•Imarv cideulalions. lie i< at once -ublime and louchin;r,

' 'iiidlike aiul of the race of Ldaiit-. In a -im-de letter lIenar<'Z

' '- oul.-trippcd vohimes from hovelai'c or S;!i:i! -I'ren.x

lb-re i- true love, no beatini: about the bu-h, I.o\e mav be

-r it may not, but wdiere it is, it oufrht to reveal itself in its

!!iiiiien<ily.

ib re am I. -horn of all my little arts! To refu-e or

.'.'icpt I That i- the alternative bojdlv pr(>-ented me. withotit

'.e irhost of an o[)ening for a middle emirse. No fencing
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allowed
! Th,^ ,. no In,,^,.,- |.,,-,,; uv arc in th.- hear

^1';"" '"• ''"• •^"- i-:^'-'- ll i- -ho vui,.,. ,.f \|„,n,,.n
ami It 1. lli..,M,,„iiar. ilio I,,,,-,., a.'ul ih,. l,,,,.] of .\l.,.n.rrr;,v
^^'"•'i ' "''-• I'l'o.-iiaii- i,rf,,r.. a Catli-!,,' l^'v,.' >^h||i'i
acxrpt tin- L,,~t >\r^rvwl,,n nf ,h,. M,„„..; |.,,„i a..ain an.!
a^'aiii hi. lli-:[.ano-Sara.rni,- !,.nrr. |;,.n,-.. ,1,^,- an.l v-,
will >,,. ]„,„ !,,v,. inak,., a ,l..an mv.o,, ..f all il.o Jn.lair U,r-
piiiis lit your )iliilo>(i[ihv,

Ifono,.. vonr U-iu-r |,r, hraw nn niv hrart : vuu haw v.

I

^ranx.-.l hlr f,,,- n,,.. Whai n,r,l l.av,- I (uv ;ino\.in.'-^ \n, I

'>;•! n,i>tn.s lor all nn„. of ,!„. I,,.,, ,,|„,.„ ,.,„,• ,lir. out in
I-lnintivo an,I adnnn;:- M,h. r Ah! hou- ho must hav- ra..,!
inhHlairof tho Rn,. | [iil,.n„-P„.,liu : I kn.Mv u-lio,-,. h,. liv,..
1 li:i\o hi< car.!: /•'., /!,irnn ,1,- M,,r,nii, r.

n.. ha~ ,n,,|,.
ii i,niHK>ih|,. f,„. ,„,. to ,vplv. All I can ,lo

i-^to f],n-.;vu,aniollia. ,n hi- far.. What, liou.lish arts ,],„.
Imr ,„,.Mv.-|anv. Ii, ,,„,.,. .miplo-inindo.l jnv.. ' [[,.,,•
tho n.n-t i,vni,.n,!nn. .ri-i- nf a u'nnianV h.art tv^ohv,! in'.,
anr.,.v -nnpl,. aonon. (.h, A^n. '

I havo r.ail tho .in,/.,,,,

tmu ,. so„i,.,|. Wooloarth.. fnurt-.n vohnno- nfC/J....
'['"'''"'': ";"' ' '"""I""*- I «nth,. l„.rn,v this I,.,,,.,-, l.koa
rhmulMMlu.liro. Tn.ako.orno, ,ntako.,nvtu-ooan,ollias2-nr No._k,ll ,,n.,v,. lilV: At ia.t a voice cries to m.^
lest, him: And J will test him.

March.

XVT

Tin: S.VMK TO Tin; .-s.vme

r AM dressed it, white-u-hit. ,.am,.llias in n,v hair, and an-
other m niv hand. A[v ..u„!„.,. ha. n.doa,nellia-.oit «•„„'.'
n-'t ho nnpnssd.lo to tak.. on. fnmi hor-^if I u-i.h.d '

I hav.
a ^tran^elo„::ino „.,„„„„.„„. ,^„„j^:„„„,,l,^,,^^^^ ^^_^^^_^'^^_
and make him pay tor hi.^ nd oamellia hv a little suspense
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Wliiit a vi:-ion i>f hciiiit- ' (Iritlilli Iipl'^lti'iI nif t<> ?ton for

tile ;inil lie adiTiirrd. Tlu' -nlfiiin cri-i- nf ihr cvciiinir and

• .Iraiiia "f iiiv sfirct rrjilv !ia\f L'i\i'n tin' a cnlDr; on eacli

.. ' k 1 -iHiri a rt'd caiiicllia laid upon a while!

1 A. M.

l.v(rvl)odv admired tne. hut only one adored. lie hunjr his

,!.j a- I entered wiih a white eaniellia. Inii tnrned pah' a-'

t'';f !h)wrr when. la ter, 1 tonk a red iiie I'rnni ni\" ninther;

Tm arrive witli the tw (I li(iwer< niiiiiit iH)-si hlv llllVi

t...'ii accidental; l)Ut this deliijerale aclinn wa- a reply, M_\

I >llie--|n n. therefore, is fuller than it nerd have heeii.

Tlic opera was ll'uiti'u inn! -luJiit. As vou don't kimw the

i!;,.t "\ tile two lovers, von can 't understand the iili>s of W

i!."ph\te- in love, as they listen to this divine outjiiiurinj: of

t:;c heart.

I'll returninir home 1 went to hed, Imt iinl\' to count the

-' ii- whii'h resounded on the sidewalk. Mv heart and head,

li-iriitiLT. are all on lire ik w. What i- he d'linu'!' What is he

t'.i'.kiiii: of? Ila.- he a thouLdit, a >inule thnuLrht. that is not

'i iiie? Is he. in very truth, the di'vutcd -lave he painted

iiiiiwelf? TIow to he sure? Or. ai:.iin. ha- it evtM' entered

'; - head lliat. if I accept him. I lay inv-clf upen Im the -liadow

!•;' a rep'-iiadi or an: in anv ,-eii-e rewardiiiii- or tliankiiiL'' him?
! .!!! harrowed hy the hair->plittin,ir easui-try of the heroines

<'i/nis and Astrtru, hy all the suhtle ari^unients of llie ciiur'„

' i..ve.

Mas he any idea that, in alTair- ef lnve. a wnman'- most

iiitiL" actions are liut the issue of lom: hreudinL: and inner

' ;;tlicl.-. of victories won mily to he ln-t ! What are his

i iiudits at this moment? TIow can I ;:ive him my ordiTs

' vvrite every evenintr the particular- of the dav ju-t irone?

tic !- my slave whom I ouf:ht to keep husy. I sha.ll delup'

iiiiii with work

!

S'mdmi Mnrnirtn

Only towards mominfr did T -loop a little. Tt is midday
n iw. I have just got Griffith to write the following letter:
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" / '/ f/if I'uiriiii I'r Mih iiiiif'i:

''Madi'iiiniM'll.' (If Cliiiiilirii Im'u.- inc, Mdii.-iciir Ic Raroti,

to a.-k you \n ictiirn tu her tin- coiw of a Iritcr writti'ii \>i

luT l)_v a iViniil. uliirli i~ in her own haii'luTitiii^f, and uiiich

you carricil au.iy.— l>rlif\f nir, i !<•..

'•GlMI'lMTll."

My dear. (Irillitli lia^ .irmic out: >hc has ^roiic to the I'lic

Ilillcriii-iicrtiiK -lif ha- handed in thi- littli' Imc-lcitrr for

my shnc, who rrinriitd to mh' in an ('n\<lii|i(' niv idi-al jiorirait.

>taino(l with tear-. He ha- ohcviMh < Mi I mv -woft. it must
have hccn dt;ir to him! Xnnthtr man wonhl have rcfn-cd to

sf'nd it in a letter full of llaitcry: hut ilio Saracen has '"ulfdk-d

hi^ promises, lu' ha.- obeyed. It moves me to tears.

XVII

THE SAMi: TO Till-: S.V.ME

Anril2>ir1.

Yesterd.w tho weather v.a- splendid. I dressed niys-lf like

a LMrl who wants ti> lonk her IhM in her -weetheart's eves.

My father, yieldiiiL'' to my entreatie-. has udven me (lie pret-

tiest turnout in I'ari-—two ilapple-irray hordes and a ba-

rouche, which is a masterpiece of ejen-ance. I was making a

first trial of thi-. and peeped out like a llower from under my
suur-hade lined with \\ uie -ilk.

.\s ( drove up the avenue of the C'luamps-KIvsces. I saw
my .M'eneerrap' approachinir on an extraordinarily beatitifu!

hor>e. Almost every man nowadavs is a finished jocke'-, and
they all sto]iped to admire and in-pect it. He bowed to me.

atid on reeeivin,ir a friendly -iLrn of encoura.Lrement. slackened

his horse's pace so tliat I w;is able to -av to him:
"\'ou are not vexed with me feu- a.-kimx for mv letter: it

was no use to you." Then in a louer voice. •You have al-

ready transcended the ideal. . Your horse makes you
an object of jieneral interest." I went on aloud.

Hf-
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My sfrwanl in S;n'(Iiiii;i m nt it tn inc. lie is vcn' urniid

.! ; I'ui' t!ii- li'M'-c. which i,> (if Aiali iiliiml. wa- Uovn in iiiv

I li - iiiiiriiiiiLr. my ih'ar. Ili''narcz \va> nn an r'-iiirli-h sorrel.

;v-'i \i ry tiiii', liiit iidl -iich a- to allrail ain nn, n. My iJLrht.

•'c, kiiiL' words Iiad dune their work, lie hnwcd to tnc and
1 -vjiiicd with a sli^rht indinali'in uf the head.

The l>iic d'Anuoideiiii' h"- hnii-!;; Macnnicr's Imr-c My
~ .' iindi'ivlodd that he was de-erliiiL;- the fMe .,f simplicity

'', ittracliriLT 'lie nnticr 111' the cfdWil. A li;ail miL'^ht tn he

rc|[iarki d for what lie is. nut I'm- In- hi>r-e. up ainthinix <!-('

i'clMn_'ini: tn him. To have too iieaiitil'nl a hur-e -crins to

!ic a piece of had ta-!e. ju-l a- milch a- weariiii: a IniLTe dia-

•cerid pill, I was (h liL:hted at liejiiij- alile t<i lind fault with

!ii:ii. I'erhaps there may have heen a lom-h n\' \aniiy in what
!ic ilid. very cxcii.saljk' in a poor e.xile, and 1 like to s,.r tliis

ihiidi-liiies>.

idil my doar old preachor. do my love atfairs ainnso you
;- !!!!!( h as your dismal |ihilosopliy trjves me the creeps

?

I'.:r I'hilip the Second in petlicuat--. are yon comrortalile in

:t:y harmiciie? 1 )o you sec tho-e \e|\ft eves, hiimhle. vet ?o

i!i"|ii.ni. and uloryini: in their -I'rvii iide. which llasli on me
i- -ciiic one jriK's hy? He is a hern, i'cnr'e. and lie wears my

; r\ . and always a red camellia in his huttonliole. while I

:.
. always a while one in my hand.

ll"\v clear evcryihiiiL'' heeonies in the iJLiht of hivel Wdw
vt

] I kimw my Paris now 1 ii i- all transfiisi'd wiili mean-
in.-. .\nd love here is lOvelicr. Lrrander, moro howitch •. cr than
'- (here.

': ill! convinccil now tiiat I could ni'Ver flirt witli a fool or

It is oniv men oi nal di-

eeiiiiijs anil leei our inlluence

• tke any impressKin (in him.

'lion who can enter into our

!i
! mv jioor friend, for^dvc me. I foriidt our rK-forade

:' dnln't vou tell mv \ou were L'^oiiiL'' to imdsc a ijenius o

am i k t th;now wiiat that mean Y
f

II drv nurse him till

Slime (lav he is ahle to understaiul vou.

'iood-bye. I am a little oil" my head, and must stop.
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.Will

llMi:. Dr. i.'k>ti)i; \i)i: to i.orisi; ok cHAii.iEn

Mv aii;:t'l— (ir (iiii^lit I not niilicr t

Al,r,!.

you hiivc, Willi. ml nuainii:,'' it, i:rii'\r(i

II -ay my iiii|) of cvi

iiH' siirt'lv. would
woiiiKlid wciv uc ii.,t ,,iir Mini. And yd ii i^ pnssil)

Wdiirnl oDcM'ir.

11. " pl;iiii it is thill vol! hiivr never realized the force of
tile wiird niilr-isiii iililr ;i> applied to tiie contract hi tiihriir riiai

and wiiiiian lia\e iM wi>li ii» ciuitfiivert wliat lias 1las he. 11

laid d.iwii liy pliiluMiplier- or leui.-latiirs tl

capable of doinu- this tup th.-in-elvcs— hiit. d

lev are .i

ear niio, m making
niarnairc irrcv... aide and iiiipo.-iiiL' on jt a reNiitle-s formula,
Wlliell admits nf n.t ex.'.^pl i.ili-. iii..v 1 ia\e P'tlijereii each uri!

a tliim: as diMiiut a- eii.' in.livi.liial is fnuii another,
has it- .iw" inner law- whieh dill'er fr.ini thns,. ,>

The law- r. jiilatiiiL.'- married iif.. jn ihe cimntrv. f.ir i

vhcrc liu-hand and wife are nev

a.!i

er out ot eai h ot; ler

f ottuT-,

nstancc,

Mirl It,

cannot he the same as tlios(i rcLMilatinir a household in tnwii.

where Ircipieiit di-tractions trive varietv to life,

vcr.-ely, married life in Paris, where e\i-tence is

O r ci>n-

one pcrpeti
hirl, must demand dilfereiit tn^arnieiit from the more p.cacc-

ful home in the proviiu-es.

But it place alter- the conditions ..f marriaizc, Tuuch more
docs character. The wife of a man hnrn to he a leader n I

only rosijm hcrs(df to his Lniidancc: whereas the wife of a fonl,

conscious of superior powiT. is hound to take the reins in her
own hand if she w.riild av.Tt calamitv.

You speak of vice: an.l it is possihie that, after all. ri>ason

and reflection produce a result not dissimilar from what we
call hv that name, F.,r what does a woman mean hv it hut

perversion of fi<elinir fhrouLdi calculation? Passion is vieiou-

when it reas.ms. admiraMc nnlv wlu^n it sprincrs from thp

Ises that set at nauchtheart and spends itself in <nl

all selfish considerations. Sooner or later, d

Mime imjui

ear one. vou too
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will sav, "V<'<I (!i-~iiiiiihil inn i- tlic iici osarv .•iriiinr nf a wct-

;t!.i!i, if lu (ii>.-iiiiiilal mil lir iiiraiit r.iurau'r l'» Immi' in >ili'nc(',

;.nii|rllci' ti) t'nn'M-r tllr I'litun'."

,\,'rv iiiarririi wi.inan

1

liaiMN !m ln'f tn~t li II' cM-tcnci' o

til

f

nil sncial law--, wliuli. m many i'c>|ii'(l-. idiitlut witli

,iws of nal uii'. Marn iiiL' a! 'Hir a;:i', n w.niM lir |i')--ililc

a (Ill/en cliililrcii. What i> tin- lait an^lln r iiaiiif f^ ir

II criiiif-. a il<i/.fii ini~inrtiini- , It wiiiiiii III' iiauilnii.

.. r !> [)'iv('!-t\ ami (|i'-|>air t \m'I\c innnrriit ilarliiiL''- ; ulirn-as

tu.i rliililrcn wnujil imaii tlu' lia]i|iiiir>> of Imth, a ilmihli'

l)It'>--iM,L', twu liNr- capalili' nf lirVi'lnpi Hi: in iiarmmiy with

till' rii.-toni» ami laws nf mir tiiiir. '|"hr natural hiw ami the

mill' ar<' in hostility, an'i \vr arr tin- iiattji' iJTniiml. Wmild

V' I L'i\<' tlu' name nf \iii' ti> tllr pnnlrm'r i>r till' wifr who
;-'!s her familv from drstr urtmii tlimuuh its nwn acts

• iiii' calculation or a tliniisaml, what, matter, if the decision

iM Lmi'iT rests with thi' heart?

And of this terrilile calculation you will he j,ntilty sonio day,

!ile Haronne de Macumei'. when you are the pniiid andi):'. tin

wifo of tl le man wiin ailnre: iir rather, liemu' ;i

d sense, he will >jiare ynii hy makmu^ it him-i If. (V on
dear dreamer, that I have studied the cmle in it- hearings

riinjiipil relational .\iid when at la-t that d \y c inie

}'•" uill understand that we are an,-werah!e only to (Ind and
rselves for the means we em[i!o\- to keeji h.anpiness

iirht in the heart of our 1 inmes. 'ar hetter is the c.ilculat on
";!' ii succ'( eds in this tlian t!'- reckless pa.-sion which intro-

:•'.- trouhle, lieart-hurninL's, . .d dissension.

1 have reflected painfully on the duties of a wife and

^^her of a family, '^'cs, ^weet one, it is onlv hy a snhlime

"fiocrisy that we can attain the iinhle-t ideal "f a perfect

'^uiii. You tax nii^ with in-inceritv hccau>e I dnie out to

!-, from day t

hut is it not t

o (lav. the m('asure of liis int imacv wi

oo close an intimacv whicli iirovol'

M

th

rup-

V aim is to L'ive him. in the verv interest of his hap-
K'ss, many occupations, which v. ill all serve as distract ions

M- love : ij nd t! lis is not the reasoning: of passion. If affec-
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)( incxli.iii'lililc. it I- ip.i -u u nil Im, : dir t.i-k. tlicrcfo ro.

"I a \v(.!iKii

(ivrr ,\ lili 1 mil

I— I fiiiv no liijlit one i- •||iv.iil it u\\\ ihrifiil

Ai i! if CM iti|)'_f \', iiir ili-uii-l. I iiiii~| ti'll vou tli

|"''-i-i in ill" |inii(i|.!.- I li;i\,. ,i.|uj,t, ,|. jinil h,,l,| mv-clf

a 1
1- IP; K I

iiir anil LTi'Mrinn- in -i |||||n•_^ \ MI 111', my ]irt. 1- nil

a. \aryiiiL:- m ii- inatii i'l -tat inn, wnli il H' -nr-

rniiniiin--. \ irt Hi' 111 I rii^i-nii'. in t I i-taiil inn|ilc. in

'l"ii. ami 111 r,iri< l.c:ir- mtn lirrn-. m fniii, Imt 1- lllilli' tin

\ I It lie

-li,-

a'li Iniiiiaii lilV i- a -iili-tamr i-niiipai trij n\ unji

miliar I'lmii'iil,. ihnii'jh. \ i.'Ui ij j'n 'in a ciTtain iiciLrlil, thr

.irrniTal rdVcl is lllf -aillr.

It I ui-hfil til \\\;\h- I,iiiii~ iinliajijiv atnl t>i lirinir alimit a

scparaiinn. all I ni'cl i|,, i. tn |,.a\i' th,. hrlin in his liaml-.

inir ill n tin:;- with a man nf

niav [ii'iiiap- have tin' sati-fai-

ivf vrars lirncc li't ih

1 hav,' imi liail mhh- ^
] f,,,.,

thr liiLrlii-i i!i-!m.-i imi. Inn I

tnan nf !!rl|iiii:.i- Inm mi tli,. p,,,,,! p, jt. [

meet in I'aris ami M'lii'M' \vi' shall -iiiTi'ril in invsriCv-

iiiL^vfiii. "*i"iiii will ti'll nil' thru that I

Ihat M. ilr ri'Niufai!

il I \va~ i|iiiii' nil-taken, and
'• 1- a man nf -rrat natural L'ift-

As fill- t!ii> hravr ln\,.. ,,1' whirli I kiiuu- nnly what vmi trll

me, thi'M' tremor^ ami niirht watilir- hv -larlij-ht on tho
Icony, tlii- idolatrous woiship. tin-- iloificatii of woman—

1 knew It wa< imi for nic ^'oii lan Miia
your hrillianr li

rirc till' horiliM's of

o a- voi jilca-r; mini' is hemmed in to the
boundaries of I, a Cramiiad
And yoii roproadi nie for the joaloiis rare whieh aloni^

can nurse this modest and fragile -^hoot into a wealth of last-

ing and mvstenon liappille I helieved invself to h; IVf

found out how to adapt the eharin of a niistre>:s to tho position
("'f a wife, and vou have almiKt madi mo hln^h for mv devire.
\\lio sliall -^av whieh of u< i^ riidit. whieli wroni:? Perhan--
we are hoth ri-ht and hoth wronir. Perliaps thi-^ is the heavv
jiriee whieh soc-icty exaet-^ for our furhelow?, our titles, and
our children.

T too have mv red eaiiiellia^. hut they hloom on mv lips in

smiles for my double charge—the father and tho son—whoso
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.-iiivi' ami iiii-tn-- I :iiii. linl, my ilriir. vnir I:i-t Irticr- iiiailo

II.,' ]>r\ uliiit 1 liavi' 1(1-1 I
^''111 liiivc laii-hi iih' ,ill a wiunaii

-,ii riiin > in iiiaiT) iiiLT. 'Mn' -iii-li' L'laiirc diil I taki' a) those

!)i .lUtit'iil uilil plateau- uIktc \hii i-ani:' ,il \niir -wi'iM will,

a;;.] 1 will iinl idl y<t[ llic tear- llial IVII a- I r.'ail. Mill iv-

:_
• ' i- iiui i'i'iniii«c, lliiiiii^li it iiia\' In' lif-t ciiu-iii \n it.

Villi siy, "Marfiai:!' Iia- inailr mui a iiIiiIh-hiiIhtI" Ala-

1

l.:iliTlv (lid I feel hiiw far tlii- wa> frinii the triiih. a- ! wept

I'l liiiiik 111' Mui >\vcpi awa\" mi lii\i"< tuffdit. I'«iil my lather

l;,i- inadi' me read niie n\' the priil'inimie-i iliiiikefs ol' tliese

I'.irl-. the mail eii uIkmii the mantle ef Ii<i--\iit ha- fallen, one

f !|ie-e hai'fi-headed theeri-Is who-e \\-(irds fiifee e(mvietien.

While Mill were rv.uWw^ ('(jriiinc. I enniied Il^iiald; and here

1- till' iclnde .-('(-ret nf iny pliile-epliy. lie revealed to ine

the j-'aniily in its -.treim-th and iinliiie^:.. AecirdinLr to Henahl,

!• f.ilher \va- riLdit in hi- lidiiiilv.

i'aruwell, my (jear lauey, my friend, my wild othor self.

XIX

LOnSE DE CIl.M'T.Il'.f To MMK. Di' I, K.^TORADR

w

11'.

I'M

"I!

V.

I.I,, my Keni'e. ymi are a love of a woman, and I <|uite

r. I' now that we can only he virtnmi'^ liy eheatinjr. Will

I* >ati.<fy you? Moreover, the man who love-; n.-; is our prop-

v: we can make a fool nr a L'eiiius of him as we please;

!y. hetween otirselves. the former haiipeiis more commonly.

'I! Will make yours a t^-eniiis. and ymi won't tell the secret

—

re are two lu'roic action-, if yoii will!

\hl if there were no future life, jiow nicely you would

-old. for this is martvrdoin into which vou are pliitiLnnir

your own accord. You want to make him anihitinus and

keep him in love! Child that you are, surely the last alone

-utlicient.
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TrII till'. 111 U ll.lt "Mil i-i ialriii;ii mil a \irluc, or virtu.

oil. Ill, It I. .11 .1! \\ . 11 I -.1 \ \\i'll. ui' wiiiTi i|ii:ir-rci i,\. r

that. -iiHr u" li.ni- r...ti;ilil i.p ri'fi [• \,,_ \\,. miv. ami iiitciul t')

rciiiaiii. \ii-liinn-; m mtiIh li -.- al tliw iii..inciit i lirliia.. ili,,i

\o n, u nil all \niir invtty little kiiavcrv, a If a hrtt

than I ai

iT Wnlllilli

n.

Vi-. I am -li

it from liim with ati nil

ill'jlv i|rc.i|fnl. I InVc l-'rlijl.., aiul I

liilN h\[in( ri-

from 111-; Inv to tlii. i..]. ..t' tin. wall, ami
halrnii\ - ami it' lir iliil. li.,u- I ~li.Milil uithrr liim with iiiv

fonri'al

I I'MiL' III -I'l' Iniii li'iip

I'i'im tlir wall til mv

scorn V "It Ml'. I am traiik rii.«uu'!i with vmi.

What rr>traiti~ 1111' W HTi' 1- tilt m\-!i'riiiiH power wh
prevent- nil' from te!!inLr I^'elipe. .lear I'.'ll.iw. how sii

ha|»py he ha- maile me li\ the milpuMri

Jill re

flowiiu

so aii-.ijiite. .-o iioimille--

ICll

preinely

11'' "I IlK jnVe -O

-o iiiiolitrii-ive, and so over-

.f 1

Mlme. (le .Mirliel IS paintiiii,' my portrait, aiul 1 intcnil t'

^'ive it to him. mv ilear. What siiri

•verv dav i- tl

'I'l-es me more and nion

full of

le animation whieii |,.\e put- into life, [f.r.v

interest IS ever\' hour, e\erv arti nil. eVerV triH o : an.

ha! aimi/iiii.ir (oiifii.-ion hetweeii the pa-t. the future, an

lie lives in three |en-es at omthe present I ()

so after t.ie heiL'hts ef haiijiiiies^ are reai Ind ? (Ih ! toll

Is It >ti

I iiiifilore yoii. wh; it is liappllle--

iiif.

ii's It snotlie. or does it

t'Xfitc? I am horril.ly re-tli-s; [ ,e,.ni t., ha\e |o-t all im-

fnrco in mv heart .IriiLrs ine to him, <pit(bearing'

reason and spite nf propriety. There is tlii- Lrain, that I ani

better ahlo to enter into \oiir feeliiiL's.

Felipe's hapfiine-s loii-ists in feelim: himself niino: tho

aloofness of Iii< lovo. hi- strict dhedienee, irritate tno. jii-*

as his attitude of pr.ifoiiii.l respi.et provoked mo when li.'

^va- onlv my Spanish ma>ter. I am tempted to erv out ti

him as ho passes. •'•'Fool, if \(iii love me so niiioh as a iiicturi',

what will it he when vmi know the ri'al me-"
Olj

! Tfenee. yon hiirii niv letters, don't voii ^ T will hiirn

yours. Tf other ovns tlian ours wore to read these ihoiiirhts

which pass from lioart to ho^irt. I should send Folipe to put
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'li'Ill nut, illlil |icrli;iji^ In kill til', nu lirr>. liV WaV ul ililili-

.ill.li srcuritv.

.V'-M./.iy.

"hi I{t'i)('t', liDW i- it |iu"ilili' tn fatliiirn llii' heart nf man?
alluT iilli;||| III itlt fiHillci' III! In M. Hoiiald. -ii icr llr 1-

Icai'llrd Wiiiiid a- nil. 1 rll\ \ till' |irivilfi.'i' 1)1' (inil,

\s\i" '.111 Tfa'l til'' iiiii|i|-(/urrriii- d" the hiMi't.

i),„- 111' still WDr.-luj) !' 'I'iial i- llic ulmlr (|iii-t ii>ri.

I < MT. Ill L'l-tlin ariii-, "T I'lii' Well' t" liriri I the

:li!i'>l I'alliiiLT III!' ill [\\i- ri'~pci| ]ir n-i'il tii -.hnw in<' in the

- ulifii he uas my iii-l riu tm- m S|iani-li. I iVd ilut I

'I liavr -I miL'tli t<i iHit I[lilt I lir u li'ili' I Inn,' I rniii im w IV

'nil' unnN, tlir-c <:raiiil rc-oliit inn \i)ii wiii >av11

.ill till \.MI.

M'. I'aMinaliiiL' father, wh') treat-; nie with the dfvnt lOM

Italian mnillirr >,in>ilr fur hi- lail;.. hii'l iii\ |..irlrail

Mine, lie Mirliil. I ,iintri\ril to:1. as I tiilil \iii;

i|iy iiiadr. ;.'oiiil cnniiu'h tn iln f'lr the I'likn. ami smt
III nrimnal

iiic- with if

ti) Fclipf. 1 (ksj)atclu'd il yotiTihiy. and t lese

••I>'.n Frl

' "Tilidrlli.C.

i|H'. yuiir smeli-licarti'l drvniinu is m,.t iiv a hliml

'I'iiiic will -I inw win! her tins l:^ nnl tn treat a
I: .III a.- niore than liumun.

i' «a- a IiIlt reward. I" Imiked liki' r. }MTinii-e and—ilread-

f':! t'l -ay—a ihalletiiri: hut— whu-li will -eem t'l \uii -til!

•::''re dreadful— I ijuiie intended tliat it -hmiM -iiu'LTe-t hoth
'!ie-i thinirs. wiihniit LrniiiLT -') far a- aiiii;illv In (iimmii iin\

1 f in hi- reply there i- "Uear I nuisr ir even "I. niiise ho
llle f'op

:

Ti,rfi{i\y

\"". h'- is rmt ihuie for. The enn-titutional

a jnver ITer

11 minister is por-

e I- 111- letter-

'Kvery nminent pa.-<ed away fn>m voiir .-iirht has horn
'1 liy nio with ideal pichiros of you, my oyos closed to
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the (MitM ' world ;iii(] lixcil

uliici

in iiH'ditatioi) on vnur imafrp.
1 ii-ii! i<i (ilicv till' siiiiiiiHm- ti)ii >|(i«-|v ill that d

i>i divaiiis, ;;1iim1ii iiy Muir prr-ciici

nil j)ala(

Ili'iiid'oi'th my giui'

ii> wondrous ivorv—this talisman, miirht t

itV as I lodk.

will rest upon t

not say?

—

>iii(c your blue eves sparkle with 1

an d paint pa"r> iiit,> tir.i, nn<\ IiNmhI. If | have delavd
•ritiii;.'. It is Ijccaiisc I cnu! d not tear niNxdl' awav Ironi vour

,

' -rncc, WllKil wniii Iroiii nil' al iia t r was JKiund t'l

for t

•V(>. riosctrd with you all last ni^^Iit and to-day. I haw,
en myself uj) to full, c

le lir>t time in iiiv life, jriv

Jilele. and Ik. .aidless happiness. (

whci'e I hav,' placed yon. hetween the V
mi^dit have M.iiie idea <.f ih,' a-oiiy in wliieh the ni<.dit

passe(i. Hut I Would not ollViid \(iu I

1)111-

uild you but sec yours

ir^nn and (Jod. v oil

lia-

one line froi

11 bv >peakini: of it : for
n yoili- eye-., roblinl ,,( the ten(ier sweot ne:

Inch ]•; my life, would be full of loftufe for me. and 1 im-
plore vour clemency theivfore in advance. Qu<'en of my life

and oi m;. soul, oh! that you ecuild e-rant ine but one-thou-
isandth part (d' the Idve oear \iiu

'J'lii- wa> the burden (d" my prayer: doubt wo.ked hav
jn my smil a- I o-ciIlated between belief and
tween life and deal

oc

1. darkne-s and lii;ht. A cr
verdict hanu- in tl

iies]iair. bc-

iniinal who<(>

peii>e than 1.

lalaiice is not more raeked with sti--

a< I own to mv leim^ritv. Tl
in lageil on yoiir lip<. to which mv eves t

was alone able t'

le smiic

iit-ned ever and n'^iin.

Pl

' calm the storm roii ed \r the ( read of (Iw-
('a>iiitr voii. rom my birtii no one. not e veil mv morlicr.
IS smiled on me. 'I'he beautiful yoiin-;:ir] who was d

f(U'

in poliii,.- all my elfort, have been d(d".

esiLnici
iiic rejected my heart and L'ave hers to mv brot her. A

mv ki')- 1 have read onlv thir-t f(

a ted In t!

iraiii,

ic eves of

ilOod he \\;\~. b,.,.,) ,

r Ncnireanee; from diild-

pk
nv eiiemv. and the vote of the Cortes wjiidi

iced nie 111 pnwer wa< reirarded iiv 1

-lilt.

11 III as a personal in-

••Le..< ihan this mi^rht bre,>d de-pondeney in the stoutest
heart. I!e<id,-. 1 have no illusion; I know'tho frracelcssncss
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'!' my person, and am well iiwaiv huw ililFicult it i^ to do
,,

,
:nr to the heart within so ru^L^^'ed a shell. To he loved had

M ,-(d til be more than a dream to me when T met yon. Thu.-^

v.h.n I hoimd my>eir to your .-rrviee 1 knew that devotion
,l'•^!|l ceald e.\eii>e my passion.

-Hut, as ! look upon this portrait and listm to vour
Miiilf that whi>pers of rapture, the ra\s of a hope whieh I

li.id sternly hanished piereed {]\r ^looui. like the li^rht of
I iwn. apiin to Ije ohsenred hy risin,-- mists id' douiit and fear

'•h' displeaMire. if the morniii;: should hreak to dav. Xo,
1! i- inipos.-ii.le you should love me yet— I feel it : Init in
tinir. a- you luake proof of the streni:th. the eon.nanev, and
'I'i'th id' luy affection, you may yield me >ome foothold in
•'"liP heart. If my daririL-- olVeuds you. tell uie so witiioiit
ni.'rr, and I will return to my former ])art. P.ut if you con-
sul to try and love me, he inenifiil and l.reak it i^entlv to
"iw who has placed the hai)piness of his Uiv in the single
•ihiu;:-lit of serviii'^ vou."

My d(ar. as I read these last words. Ik^ -eemed to rise
'" ln\-r mc, pale as the ni,i:ht when the caiuellias told their
-'^rv and he knew his oifcriiiir wa.- accepted. The^e words,
>!! their humility, were clearly somethin.<r 'juite dJlTen'iit from
;!;!• usual flowery rhetoric of lovers, and a wave of feelinj?
': :k,' ovT me; it was the breath of happiness.

I he weather has i»een atrocious; impossible to fro to the
ll":- without cxcitin.ir all sorts of suspicions. Kven my
n-iher. who often goes out, regardless of rain, remains at
li'iuie, and alone.

VnllnH'Int/ fvntinr).

T have just soon him at the Opera, my dear; he is another
" iiii. Flo came to our box, introduced liy the Sardinian

:! bassador.

Having read in my eyes that thi< audacitv was taken in

^
"id part, he seemed awkwardly cnnscion-; nf his lim!)-;. and
-Idre-x.d the ^fanpiise d'Ksp;-d as "mademoiselle." .\ light
' Ifrighter than the glare of the chandeliers flashed from
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lis cvc

diilift know what li

At l;Ht lie went nut uiiii llio a r II f a man who
( IIULMlt (Id next.

riic P.aroii (!,' MaeuiiRT is in love !"'
exclaimed Mme. do

Mauf
"Slraii

mother.

nyrifu-c.

ire. i.-ii"t it, ffor u fallen minister' replied IHV

I I lad

curiosity

mother, as tii

•irnt

Mi
pn-eiice of mind myself to regard with

lie -Maiif

'niirii

ri^rneuse and d'Kspard and III V

I wanted to kn

liny were ialkiiii: a fi rci<:n lanu'iniLTo and

soul sank in th

ow what it was all ahout. hut inwardl

one wort1 t

e wave< ot ail intoxieatin,:: jov. T
y inv

'lere is onlv
o e\piv^< what

love as Felipe's surely makes 1

It, and th !it is: rapture. Such

th
liiii worthv of mine. I

(• verv breatii ol lil

nin

I', iiiv hand no|(

guides his thou,Ldits. To he (luite frank. I h

11m elear every .>i,stae!c and stand i)efore me. ask-
ing to S(>e 1

ing boldly for my hand. Then I

storm of hn-e would sink to plaeid ealm at a

1 the thread that

ave a mad lonir-

ould know whether t IIS

Ah I my dear. I stopped Ihtc, and I

gianee trom me

trcmh As I wrote, I heard
am

lijrht

r^till all in a

noise outsi( a IK rose
rniu my window I could see him corn-

to see what it was

ing along the ridge of the wall at the risk of his life. I went
to the bedroom window and iiia.le him a >\in). it was enou<-h-
he leaped from the wall—ten feet—and then ran along '"the
road, as far as I could see him, in order to show me that he
was not hurt, 'i'hat h.- shouhJ think of mv f.^ar at the mo-
ment wlu'u he must have hern >tuiined hv I'lis fall, moved me
so much that I am still cryin-: [ don't know whv. Poor nn-
painly man! what was he coming for? what had he to say-
to me?

I dare not write my thoughts, and shall iro to hed iovful
lliinkmg of all that we would sav if we were together.

'

Fare-
well, fair silent one l have not time to .scold vou for not writ-
ing, hut It is more than a month since I have heard from
you

! Does thi< mean that you are at last happv? Have yon
I'Kt the "eomplete indepemh'nee" wliich you W(>re so proud
of, and which to night has so nearly played me false?
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XX

REXEE DE L ESTOUADK TO LOUISE I)E CIIAULIEU

Mat/.

If lovf be tho life of tho world, why do ;iiistero philosopher-;

u it fior iiothmi: in iiiarriiiire W IV liould Socictv talv«!

fur i ts first hiw that the woman must lie sacriliifMl to the

Miiily. introducinfr thus a noto of discord into ihc vcrv heart

I iiiarriaire? Ard this diseord \\a> foreseen, since it was to

•t the dan<rers irisin<r from it that men were armed with
i-found powers a<:aiii.~t Hut for these, Wi nou Id h,avo
II a l)le to hriufi their whole theory to nolhinir. whether hv
fonr of love or of a secret, persistent aver- ion.

Ill marria<:o, as it at i)res(iit e\i>ts, two o

iTrc: which it was the task of tho law-river t

pposing

o reconcile.

"When will they be reconciled?" I sai'1 to mvself, as I read
\-iir letter. Oh I my dear, (juc such letter ahme is eiioufrh

overthrow tl le wlioU' falii»rie constructed bv the sajje o f

A\cyron, under whose shelter I had so cheerfully ensconced
Ttyxlf ! The laws were made by old men—any woman can
Mv that—and they have been jtrudeiit enoii;^h to decree that

ufjal love, a))art from ])assion. is not de.irradiii':. and that'M

.. .voman m yielding lier.«elt may (hspen^e with the sanction
( love, provided the man can lej^ally call her his. In their

elusive concern for the family they have imitated .N'ature,

\iiiose one care is to propagate the species.

l'"ormerly I was a person, now 1 am a chattel. Xot a f(>w

iirs have I gulped down, alone and far from every one. How
i.idly would 1 have exchanged them for a con>oling .-mile:

Hiy are our destinies so uiuMpiai;-' Your soul expands in
iie atmosphere of a lawful passion. For yon. virtue will

'•'iicide with pleasure. If you encounter pain, it will be
r your own free choice. Your duly, if you marrv Felipe,

^\ill be one with the sweetest, freest indulgence of feelin"

15
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Our future is hi;: uiili the nii-wcr lo niv (jiicstion, and I look
for it with rc.-ilc- (.•lucnicss.

You line ail. I arc adond. Oh! my disir. let this unhio
romance, the oM Mihjcci of our ilrcams. take full possession
of your Mini, Womanly hcaiity, reliiied and spiritualized in

you. \va.~ <reatcd liy (Jod. for His own piiriHwis. to cliarni

and to dcliuht. Ye,-, my swcct. ,i:iiard well the secret of vnur
licart. and sui.mit Felipe to those in^'cnious devices of ours
for tcstin-- a lovers metal, .\hove all, make trial of your
own love, for this is even more important. It is .so oasv to

hi; misled by the decejitive ,<rlaniour of novelty and pa.ssion,

and by the vision of lia|ipiness.

Ahuie ol the two friends, you remain in your maiden in-

dependence; and 1 beseiM-h you. dearest, do not risk th(< ir-

revocable step of marriaure without some viuarantee. It hap-
pens sometimes, when two arc talking.' to.irether. apart from
the world, their .souls stripped of .social disjriiisp. that a
gesture, a word, a look li-lits np. as by a ',h\<h. some dark
abyss. You have coura<:e and stren.utli to tread boldly in

paths where othen; would be lost.

You have no conception in what anxietv T watch you.
Across all this >pace I see ynu ; my heart heats with vours.
Be sure, therefore, to write and tell mo evervthing. Your
letters create an inner life of pas.-ion within niv'^hoinelv.
peaceful household, which reminds me of a level hi<;hroad
on a gray day. The only •vent here, mv sweet, is that"^ I am
playing cros.s-pnrposes with my.-^elf. Rut 1 don't want to tell
you about it just now; it mu^t wait for another da v. With
Jogged obstinacy. I pa^s from despair to hope, now 'viddin'-
now holding back. It may b<. that T ask from lif,. more than
we have a right to claim. In vouth w.. are so readv to be-
lieve that the id,^al and the real will harmonize!

I have been pondering alon(>. seated beneath a rock in mv
park, and the fruit of my pondering i> that love in marriage
IS a hapjiy a.-cident on which it is impossible to hase a uni-
versal law. :\!y .\veyron philosopher i< n\dit in lookin- on
the family as th.. only possible unit in societv. and in placin-
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woman in Pul)i(>(tion to the family, as .-lie ha? boon in all

a-.-. Tile solution of this irroal— for us almo-^t awfu'—(luos-

!,n!i iu'S in our iir>t ohihl. Vnv 'lii.~ rr;i-i'ii. 1 wnuM ^'ladly

]<• a mothor. wore it only to •-iil>lily f<H»l f<>r the consuming

( iMT.'v (if my soul.

I/Mii.-' tompor remains as |ierl'ect as ever; his love is of the

acUVe. my teiidi'riirss of the [ia--i\c type. lie i^ hapjiy,

j
liirkiii.i:' the lIo\ver> which lijodiii for him, without irouhling

.ii^'iul the lalior of the earth which has produeeil them.

Ii!c~>e(l self-ahsorption I .\i whatever cost to my>elf. I fall

I'i uiih his illusions, as a mother, in my idea oi her. ~hould

ir ready to >|M'nd herself to satisfy a fancy of her child.

Til'- intensity (d' his joy blind:- him. and even throws its ro-

fli-rlion ujnui me. 'I'he smile or look of .-atisfaetion which

the knowledge 'd' his content brings to my face is enough

I" -ati-fy him. .\nd so. '"iiiy child" is the pet name which I

L'i'ic him when we are alone.

.\nd I wait for the fruit of all these sacrifices which re-

;iia.in a M'cret between <!od. my.-elf. and you. On niother-

ii'iod I have staked enormously : my credit account is now too

iaru'o. I fear 1 shall uvwr receive full payment. To it I look

h'- employinont of my energy, expansion of my lieart. and

li^c compensation of a world of joys. IVay IJcaven I be not

i. dived I It is a (piestion of all my future and, horrible

ili'Ught, of my virtue.

XXI

LOnSE DE CIIAL'LIEU TO REXEE DE L ESTOR.\DE

June.

IM-Aii WFDDED SwEETiiE.VRT,—Your lottof has arrived at tho

• ry luiunent to liearteti me for a bold step which [ have
'"11 meditating night and day. I feel within mi' a strange

raving for the unknown, or. if you will, the forbidden,

vhieli makes nie uneasy and reveals a conflict in progress in

e V soul between the laws of societv and of nature. I can-
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1
I

not tell whctlicr nndiri' in iiic is the stroTiircr of tho fwn. but
I surpriso iii^sclf in the ;u-t of mc(li;ilin,Lr U'twwii the hostile

powers.

In plain word-. \vli;it I wanted v.-a< [n -peak wiili Feljp,..

alone, at nii:!:!. iin(icr liir linie-tivi^ .it tlu^ iMittoni of mir
franlen. 'I'lieiv i- no ilcnviiiLT lliat thi- ilc-ire iM'.-ecnis the
^"irl who h,is earned the epithet of ;iii "nii-tiv-dale vounir
lady," he-lowed on me liy the I)iiehe-< in jest. ;ind whieh riiv

father has approved.

Vet to ii;e there -eeins ,•! method in thi- m;idne-s. I should
lecompense Felipe for the lonix niirht- he has passed tinder
my window, at tlie >.;iiiie time that I ^hollld te-t him. hv
.seeinir whal he think- of my ex-apade and ln»w he eoinports
himself at a erili(,il mo'iient. Let him ea<I a iialo round
my folly—hehold in him my hii.-hand ; ht him show one iota
less of the tfemnlons respect with whii-h he hows to me in
the t'liamp<-K!y,-ees— farewell, Don Felipe.

As for -oeiety. I run le-s ri-k in meetin<r my lover thiN
than when I smile to liim in the drawing-rooms of :\[nie.

derail fri.LHieii.-e ;ind t!ie ,,ld M.ir.pii-.. ,],. lk'nn-e;.nt. where
spies now surround us (ui every side: ;iiid Heaven onlv knows
how people >tare at tl • -iri, Mispeeied of a weakness for a
grotesipu', like Maeiimer.

I eannot tell you to wliat a state uf airitation I am re-
el need hy dreanun.Lr of this ide.i. and the time I have ;:iven to
planning,' its ewcution. [ wanted you hadlv. Wh.at happy
hours we should have ehatlereil aw.iy. !o-t 'in the mazes of
uneertainty, enjoyin,!: i,. anticipation nil the delii:hts nn.l
horrors of a Jiist mi'etin,i: in the >ilenee .,f niidit. under the
nohle lime-trees of the Ch.-inlien man.-ion. with the moon-
light danein- throuudi the leaves! .\< I sat alone, everv
nerve tin.irliiiLT. I cried, '-(tli' i.'ene.-. where are von r" Theit
your letter came, like a match to ,i:iinpowder. and my la-;
scruples Went hy the hoard.

Throuirh the window I !,,-,.! to mv hewi]d(>red adorer an
exact tracin- nf the kev >,{ the Httl,. -ate at the end uf
the izarden, to-ether with thi- note:
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"Your madnoss must rciilly bo put a stop to. Tf you broke

\Mur neck, you would ruin tbo ro[iutation of the wouian vou

jimfoss to lov(>. Art' you wortby of a now proof of roirard.

,,riil do you dosorvo tliat I sbould talk wiili you under tlio

liitics at iho foot of tlio jiardon at tho liour whon th.' moon
t!irow> them into sliadow?"

Vi -terday at ono oVlock, wlion OritTith was frolnjr to Ix'd,

i -aid to her

:

Take your shawl, dear, and romo out with mo. I want
t . L'l) to the bottom of tho irarden without any ono knowinji."

Without a woril, she followed me. Oil I my Keneo, wliat

;iii awfid moment when, .ifter a little pause full of delioious

! '.rills of a<:ony. I saw him ,£rlidin<r alonjx like a shadow.

U lieii ho had reached tho trardon safely. I said to TirilTlth:

"DiMi't b(> astoni-hod. but tho Baron do ^facumor is bore,

.I'l'l, indeed, it is on that account I brought you with me.''

\'i r(>ply from Oritlith.

"What would you have with mo?" saiil Felipe, in a tone
•'( such agitation that it was oasy to see ho was driven bo-

- '!' himself by the noise, slight as it was. of our dros.ses

in tho silence of tho night and of our stops upon tho gravel.

"I want to sav to vou what I could not write," I re-

plied.

• iritlith withdrew a few steps. It was ono of those mild
!i'L'hts. when tho air is heavy with tho scent of flowers. My
iv.id swam with tho intoxicating delight of finding mvsolf
>'\ liut alone with him in tho friendly shade of the lime-trees,

Kvond which lay tho garden, shining all the more brightly
"'•auso the whiti' fa(^ado of the house ref1(M'tod the moon-
'iLfht. The contrast so(>med, as it were, an emblem of our
''aiidestino love loading up to tho glaring publicitv of a
"''Iding. Xeither of us could do more at first than drink
in silently tho ecstasy of a niom(^nt, as now and marvelous
'•r him as for me. At last I found tongue lo say. pointing
1 ' the elm-tree

:

"Although I am not afraid of scandal, vou shall not climb

m
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that troo a<raiii. \\\> liaw I^n^r ,.,iuii-li flayed .sdioolhoy and
schonl^rjrl. let 11.- ri>c ik.w (u ilii. Iici^ht dt' mir dcslinv.

'

Ila.i

thf fall killed Vdii, I >liniild jiavc died disirraecMl . .
."'

1 looked at him. Kvcn .-iraj) df <(il<ir had Ict't his face.

''And if yon had been I'miiid tlui't\ Misiiicioii would have
attaehid either to my mother or ti> me . .

."'

"For^rive me," he miirmure(l.

'•If yon walk alon;,' the boulevard, I s^hail hear your steii;

and wlicn 1 want to sec you, I will open my window. Rut I

would not run .stieh a risk unless -nm,. ( iiii'r;:eney arose. Win
have you forced me by your rash act to commit aiiotlier, and
one which may low me in vour evesr"
The tears which 1 saw in his eyes were to me the most

eloquent of answers.

"What I have done to-niLdit," I went on with a smile,

"must srcm to you the heii:lii of madness . .
."'

Alter we had walked u]i and down in silence more than
once, he recovered com|H)surc eiiouudi to sav :

"You must think me a fool; and, indeed, the delirium n{

my joy has robbi'd me of both nerve and wits. Hut of this

at least be assured, whatever you do is sacriMl in niv eyes
from the very fact that it seemed rij,dit to you. I lionor vou
as I honor only (iod iiesides. And then'. Miss (Irilfith is

here."

'"She is liere for the sake of others, not for us," I put in

hastily.

y\\ dear, he understood me at once.
"1 know very well." he said, with the humblest irlanoe at

me. "that whether .-he is there or not inak(V no dilference.

T'nseen oi men, we are still in the jire-ence of (iod. and
our own esteem is not le>:^ important to us than tliat of the
world."

"Thank you, Felipe," I -aid. holdin.L' out mv hand to him
with a .ijfesture which you ouLdit to see. "A woman, and I

am norhin;^: if not a. woman, i- on the road to lovimr the
man who und.Tstands her. ( )ii ! only ,„, the road," 1 went on,
with a finger on my lips, "non't let your hopes carr>- you
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• IK 1 what I sav. Mv lioart will I H'lonu'' niilv to the man
rail n-ad it and knnw its tvcrv turn. Onr views, with-

iiriiijr aitsuhitcly nlcntic-al, \[\u-\ \ir the same in tlicir

lavf no wi<li to cxa^'L'fratt' mynil am 1 I'lcvatiiU). I

i mrrit>: (loiil)ilf>s what seem virtue- in niv eves liavi

r rorri-|>onilini: defects. All I eaii >av is, 1 should be

ihp.k I'll \Mtllollt tllein.

ILiviiij: first aeeepted nio as your servant, voii now per-

!iie to love you." he said, treiniilinu' and lookiiiir in mv
at each word. "My lirst i)rayer ha- been more ilian an-

iiit. hast

r one ijiaii mine. I

ened to reply, '"your [losition seems to mo a

liould not fiiijeet to chane-e places,

1 III i> chaii^a' it lies with voii to i)rinir ab
'In mv turn, 1 ti lank vou, lie ri|)lie( 1. 'i k now the dutio.-

raithl'ui lover. It is mine to prove that I am worthv
'II

; the trials ^liall be. a- lon.i: as yon choose to make
If I belie your hopes, vou have onlv

—

(iod! that 1

-liMiiM ~ay It— to reject me."
'

I know that yoii love me." I replji'd. "So far," with a
' i. I emphasis on the words, '-you stand first in my refrard.

"ii.rwise you would not be here."

Tiien we be^^an a^^ain to walk up and down as wo talked,
•I'l I I must say that so soon a- my S[ianiard had reooverod
li 'Msclf ho put forth tlie ^renuine eloinieiue of the heart.

'.vas not passion it breathed, but a marvelous tenderness o f

:ni.ir. whieh ho beautifully compare<i to the divine love.

ii - ihrillinir voice, which lent an ailded charm to thou^'hts,

: ;
:iiemselvos so o\-(|uisite. reminded me of the nij,'htin<rale's

!;•. lie spoke low. ii-im: only the middle tones of a fine

•rniin'nt. and words flowed upon words with the rush of a

nt. It was the overflow of the heart.

Xo more," I .-^aid, ''or I shall not be able to tear myself
;ri;,y."

\nd with a gesture I dismissed him.

Vou have committed voursilf now. niadenioi.selle," said

"•ri'lith.
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"In Eiii,'Iaii(l that iiii;:lit Ik- -h. Imt nuf in Franco." T n--

plicd with ndiiclialancc. "I iiiiciid Id niakc a Invc iiiatcli, ariil

am feolinf: my wiiy— that i< all."

You M'c. dear, a- I^vr did not (oiric to me, I liad to do ,!>

Mahomt't did wiili ilic iiioiiiitairi.

Prill<i':

Onro more I havo «non my *lavt'. Ho lias In'oomc vcn
timid, and jmts on an air of pious devotiun. whicli I like, for

it s(M>ms to say tiiat he fi'id- riiy pnwcr and fa-cinatinn m
every flhrc. Hut nothing: in his hiok or manner can rouse in

these >oficty sil)yls any -ti^pi m nf the h(.iindle«s love which
I see. Dnirt suppose tliou^^l

, (U'ar. that I am carried awav.
masterc(|, tamed; <,ii the contrarv, tlic tairiinir, masteririi:,

and carrying' away ari' on mv >ide .

In short, I am quite capalde of reason. (»hl to feel airaiii

the tf-rror of that fa-cinatioii in whidi I was hehi hy the

pchooimaster, the pichcian. the man I kept at a di-tance!
The fact is that inve i- of two kind~—one which command-.

and one which oliey^. The two are .piite distinct, and tlic

pa.ssion to which the one L'ives rise is not the passion of the

other. To p't he- full of life, perhap,- a woman ouirht t.i

have e.vperience of lioth. Can the two pas-ion- evi r eo-e.vis!

Can the man in whoni we in>fiirc love in-|)ire it in w^? Will
the day ever eome when Felipe is mv master? Shall I

tremhle then, as he does now y These are questions which
make me shmhhT.
He is very hiind ! In hi-^ place I -diould have fhouu'ht Mile.

do Chaulien, mef^tinir me under tlie limes, a eoM, calenlatinir

coquette, with >tarchcd manner-. Xo. that i-; not love, it i<

playin.rr with fire. 1 am <till fond of Felipe, hut I am calm
and at my ease with him now. Xo more ohstaeles I Wh,;'
a terrihle thou-ht : It is all ehh-fide within, and f fear !•

question my heart. Hi< mi-^take was in eoncealin<_' the ardor
of his love: he outrht to have forc.>d mv -elf-control.

In a word. I wa.-- nauirhtv. and T have not imt the reward
such naughtiness hrings. X.,. dear, how(>ver -;w.><'t the mem-

itj6_JL
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(in iif ili.it lijilf-liniir iM'iicaih the tn'cs, it i*i nothin;: like

!i i\( iti iiicrit of ihr ulil liiiH' with it-: "Slmll I ,^ay Shiill

I :.'i ;.'"? Shall 1 write to himr Shall I imi write?"
I- It tliii- with all our |ilra.-iife>:- 1^ Mispeii-e always bot-

hr than eiijin iiieiit ' n"|M- than fruition r Is it tlie rich
«:;•> in vi;

. tnitli are the |i(i,ir? Iia\e we u>>[ hoth perhaps
..L'L'erate.l t'eelitij: l,_v ;.'ivin^f to iiiia;.Miiatioii too free a
•;' I'll. ;r are times when this thoiiirht freezes me. Shall

I !! >oii whv' Heeause I am meditatiii;: another vi^it to
:,. l.oltom of the ^Mnlen—-without (iritlith. How far eoiild

I ^M in this direetidii'- IiiiaLrinatioii knows no limit, hnt it

^
not M, witii pleasure. Tell me. dear be-furhelowed pro-

f—or. how can one reconcile the two goals of a woman'a ex-
i,-t''Uce?

XXII

LOnSK TO FKLIPE

/;

\M not pleased with you. If yon did not crv over Racine's
•"/". and feel it to be thi' most terrible of tra;:edies,

i
• !v is no kin-hip in our souls: we shall n(>ver pot on to-
ii'T, and had better break off at once. U-t us meet no

••
. ForL'et me; for if I do not have a satisfaotor\- replv,

ImII for- t you. You will become M. le Baron de Macumer
: iiic. or rather you will cease to be at all.

^"e-terday at Mine. d'Ksoard's you had a self-satisfied air
'

' b diMTu-tcd me. \'o duubt. apparently, about your con-
:-!

! In sober earnc-t. your self-pos-es-ion alarms me. Not
tnice in veil of the liunible slave of your first letter. Far
••!" b.-iraviiiL' the absent-mindedness of a lover, von pol-
'! •pi.i.nMm-: Tliis is not the attitude of a true believer,
'lys ju-o-trate before his di\initv.

If you do lint feel nie to be the Very breath of vour life,

'" inL' iKililer than other women, and to be judtred by other
•
ridard-. then I must be less than a woman in vour fi"ht.
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'lull have r-.iiMMl m i,.,. a .|,irit ..f iiii-ini,t. I'",.li|„', :n,.i :<
.•in;:n uinttciiii:;- Ii,i\r ilniuiM-.l tlir jir.cni, ,,r t. m.I.tm. -.

When I |,.(ik lia.k iiiimii uli.u h.i. pa-rd lMiu,.,.n u-. 1 (,;{

'" """til lli.it I have a i';-!it |., I,,. Mi^|.irH.ii-. |-",,r !,ii,.

I'ninc Mini^h r ..f all t!,,. Spain-, thai I hav,' rrtlr, i,.,l ,,: .

,

"" ''" •!' r-'iir.'!.-- luiMliimn ..f ,,nr -,.\. M\ mi;nr,.|„,. I,,.

'"I'l t"nii. an.
I

iii\ tin-, -, aiv n..t 'aim!. I., r in- ivprai \,.

veil, tlirn. whiit iiiv \oiitliti:l rNiirn. n,.. laii-lit iii.\

In all oiIht in;ittrr.-. (Ini.liciiv. f.iitlij. --n.--. am! iin.k. n
i)l«'(ij:cs aiv lin.ii-lit to JM.nk ami |Mmi-li( ! : Init nut <,, wnl,
l<>\f. wliicli is ill (.iKv ill,. Mciiin, th,. ar. iiMf. llir cDiin-fi,
jiHlp'. and cxcculidiirr. 'I'hr crinlc-t tna-lirry. tli.' u. -a
licartlcss crimr^, aiv iliu-i. uliidi ivriam fur r\rr . n|„-,.;i'. !.

with two hfart- al.nir Cur- v. ;,,h-^. |[nu iii,l,,.,l -ii.Mil,! ,i;,

victim |iniclaiiii tlnni uithuiit injiirv !>. hrpM !

:'? I.n\,'. tlirp
fore. Iia< it< .,\Mi r.HJ,.. It- ,,\vn i»Tial >wirni. wiiii wjiidi tin-

world lia.< nu cnnicrii.

Now, for u\\ [lart. I haw rcsnlvcd never to pan!..' .i

serious iiiisdeineanor, ami in love. prav. wli.it i- ii-! -.erio';-'

Yesterday you had all the air of a ni.in sii.-,c,--fiil in his su:-.

You would he wronu' to doubt n; and vet. if this as-uraii.,.
rohU'd you cd" the eharininLr sinipluitv whirh <pr,-in- fmin
uncertainty. J <hoiild hiaine you sewivlv. 1 w,Miid have vnu
neither bashful nor .M^lf-coniphumt

: l' would not have you
in terror of lositiir mv atrecii.ui— that would bean ip-,,!t_biif
neither would 1 have you wear your love liirhilv as a thin-
of course. Never should vnur heart he freer than mine. If
you know notiiin,- ,,f th.^ torture that a sin-l- stab of doubt
brinps to the soul, ireinhle lest I <:\vo vou a h>son :

In ii <[n<:\c irlance I confided uiy heart to vou. and von
read the nieanm-. The purest fee'lin.irs tliat ever took ron-
in a vounir irirFs breast an^ yours. The th.ui-ht and medita-
tion of which 1 hav.' told v,.ii served indeed onlv to oiiri. h
the niimi; but if ever the wr.unded h.'art turns to the hram
for eouiisei. he siiri' the yoiiri;: .irirl would -how some kin>hi!.
with the diunoii of knowledir,. and of darin^^.

I swear to you. Fdiipe. if vou love me. as"[ believe vou d-.
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i 1 f 1 li.ivr ri;i-on {<> ^ll^lPl(t thr !• a-t fiilliii'' off in the

1)1 ill' IK r, jiml ri'-|i('ct uliicli yon liiiM- liitluTto nro-

if ilu' pure lluiiii' (if pa.-.~i(iM wliicli lir-l kiiidlt-d the

111', lu.irl -liuiiid scctii In iiM' any day to burn less

. ; ai iiird I'fiir no rfiiroiitiirs. I would imi wiary you

fill- I'l ariii;: any trace n|' wrakiu --. piidi'. ..r aii<xt'r, nor

III dill' "I warning' iikc llii- Hill il' I ^iMikc III I worurirdri

iii\ fair uiMild Icll Mill ihal dcatli ua- near.

I -imiild Mill ilii' till I had braiidid vmi with iiif. miv, anc

And
\

' i-tiTiial MiiT'iw 111 ymir heart: ymi wuiild >•(• tlic j;irl

''\rii di~linnnrid and li».«t in tlii» world, and know her

id lo lAcrla^tiii;,' •iufTcrin'r in liie next.

' • Hut thori't'ori'. 1 iiiiplorf yon. ^'ivc inc cansr to envy tho

!ia|ijiy Liiui-c. ilic ohjfct ot' \uiir piiro \\iMshi|), whoso

ri lAjiaiidcd III the «uii.-liiiir (d' ha|ipiiii'^>. .-iiicc, in the

d? (d' I 'ante. .«he [los.sessed,

Seiiza bra ma, sli'ura rlceliezzal

i have searclied the hifi rtio tliroii;:h to find the nio>t tor-

i'l' |iiini-!iinent. >oiiie torture of the mind to wliieh I niij^ht

'); the veii_!.:eanee of (iod.

^ I -lerilay. as 1 watched you. doubt went tlirou^di me like

-'larp. cold da;:\Lrer"s point, ho \ou know what that meaiw?

':i;>triisled \iui, and the pan^' was -o lerrilde. 1 could not

iuie it longer. If my service he too hard, leave it. I would

! keep you. 1 )o I Heed ailV proof of your cleverness !' Koej)

• iiie the Mowers of your wit. Show to others no line stir-

lo call forth tlatterv. compliments, or prai~e. Come to

. ladi-n with hatred or scorn, the butt of ealuuiMv. come

me uith ilie new- that woi

not ojie joves V(Mi : tiii'ii. a

lien lloiit voii and ii'iiore vmi,

h! t lell \ou Wll know tiio

ires oj lionise s heart and love

U'e are only rich when our wealih i.- buried .-o deep that

lie worU1 might trample it under foot, unknowinir. If

1 were handsiMiie. I don't suppose I should have lookeci

vou twice, or discovered one of the thousand reasons out
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of whifli mv Invf s|iraii,i:. True, wc know no more of ih: -.•

roasons than w- know why it is the sun makes tlio flower-

to bloom. an,l ripens tlir fruit. Yet I fouhl tell you of ojio

reason very ili-ar to nic.

Tlic cliaraclcr. oxpn'-^sinn, anrl individualitv that onnoM,.
your face arc a -calcd liook to all hut mo. Mine is tho pouir
which traii>forni-; you into tho most lovahlc of men. and ihr
is wiiy I would keep your mental ,i:ifts aI~o for mvsolf. l'.,

otiicrs (hoy should hr as moanin,Ld('s< as vour fycs. \]v
charm of y(Mir mouth and tVaiuro-. Let it ho mine alone to

kindle t.lie beacon of your intellip'nec, ;h I hrinir the love-

liirhl into your eye-. I would have you the Spanisji ^rande.'
of old days. cold, unu'racious. hauudily. a monument to \h'

j,'azed at from afar, like the ruins of ^,,iiie barbaric power,
which no one ventures to "xidore. \o\v. vou have nothiii.'

better to do than to opon up p!ca-^ant pri>M:e;iades for tho
|ud)lic, and show yourself of a !'ari>ian atValiiHtv I

Is my ideal jiortrait, then, for-otlen? Vc.ur r\i-o-sive cheer-
fulness was redolent of von;- l,,ve. II,,,! ji ,,,,1 |„,,,„ f,)p .,

restraining,^ .udance from me, you would bavc proclaimed to

the most sharp-siLditcd. ke(<n-\vitted, jiiid un-parin.^- of Pari^
salons, that your in-piration wa< drawn from .\rmande-
Louise-^^arie dc Chaulieu.

T believe in your ,i:reatne~s too nmch to thiid< for a mo-
ment that your love is ruled liy policy: but if y(Mi did not
show a chil.llike simplicity when with me. I could only pitv
you. Spite of this first fault, you are still d(>eply admired by

T.oTisK Di: Cir.vruED.

XXIII

FELIPi; TO LOUISE

Wtien' r,od beholds our faults. Tic .sees also our roppntancf.
Yes. my beloved mistr.>ss. you are ri;:ht. I felt that I had
disiilea-^ed you. but knew not how. Xow that von have ex-

w fe =
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iciinod the cause of your trouble, I tluil in it fresh motive

! Mdore vou. Like the God of Israel, you are a jealous deity,

:!m1 1 rejoice to see it. For what i- liolit r and more pre-

. 'nus than jealousy? My fair j.niardian an<.;el, jealousy is an

,\rr-wakeful sentinel: it is to love what pain is to the body,

•;i.' faithful herald of evil. Be jealous of ynur servant,

l.^aiise, 1 l)e^^ of you; the harder you strike, the more contrite

uii! he Ix' and kiss tlu- hmI. in all submission, which proves

•',,it he is not indifferent to ymi.

lliit. alas! dear, if tlie pains it cost nie to vaiKpiish my
-iiditv and master feelings you t!ion<;ht so feeble were in-

~,lili' to von, will Heaven, tiiink you, reward them? I as-

r.' vou. it needed no sli;:ht elTort to show myself to you

I was in the days before I loved. At ^ladrid I was con-

!. red a ijood talker, and I wantrd you to see for yourself

i few cifts 1 may possess. If this were vanity, it has been

1 |iunished.

^^llr last fflance utterly unnerved me. Never had I

quailed, even when the :;y of France was at the jzates

• Cadiz and I read peril i^r my Tfe in the dissembling

'.V 'ids of mv royal master. Vainly [ rd to discover the

;;-< of your disjdeasure, and the bu k of sympathy between

- which this fact disclosed was terrilile to me. For in tn.ih

! iiave no wi>h but to act by your wJl, think your thoufrhts,

-• with your eyes, respond to your joy and sulferinir, as my
dv responds to heat and cold. The crime and the anjruish

i. for me in the breach of unison in that common life of

' JinL' which you have m ide .so fair.

"I have vexed her I" I exclaimed over and over ajzain. like

^'i- distraufiht. My noble, my ber.utiful Louise, if anything

'\]i\ increase the fervor of my devotion or confirm my belief

vour delicate moral intuitions, it would 1m' the new light

'liili yonr words have thrown upon my own fet'liiiL's, Much
thiiii, of which my mind was formrrly Imt dindy cm scions,

1 have now made clear. If tbi~ lif ilesigned as cl astise-

' !it, what can be the sweetness of your rewards?

Louise, for me it was happ.i'css ciinugh to be accepted

'j|!
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as your sfrviint. Vou have ^'iven nu' tlic life of whidi ] do-
spaired. Xu Idii.irer do I draw a nsclc^^ l)rcatli. I l,;n,.

soiiR'thing to spend mvM'lf for; my force has an outlet, if

only in siitl'erin^- for yon, On.e more I sav. as I have saul
hofore. that yon will never find me other than I was when
fir.-t I offered myself as your lowly hondman. Yes. wepr
you dishonored and lost, to use your own words, my heart
would oidy elinLT the more closely to you for your self-

sou,;:ht mi>ery. It would be my care to staunch y<uir wounds
and my pravcrs should importune (ln,\ with the'storv of y.uir
irin(icence aiul your wroni:<.

Did I not tell you that the feelinixs of my heart for vou
aro not a lover's only, that I will he to you ' fiithor. mother.
sister, hrother—iiy. a whole fanuly—anylhinjr or nothinir!
as you may deeree? And i~ it not your own wish which has
confined within the compass of a loverV feelin;: so many varv-
in_ir forms (d' devotion !' Pardon me. then, if at times the
father and hrother disapjicar behind the lover, since yoii

know they an' none the le>s there, thou-h screened from
view. Would that you could read the feelin^is of mv heart
when you appear lud'ore me, radiant in your heau'tv, th<'

centre of admirin,:: eyes, reclinin;.' caludy in your carriaixe
in the Champs-Elysecs. or seated in your ho\ at the Opera!
Then woidd you know how al)solute]y fnv from .selfish taint
is the pride with which I hear the pVaises of vour loveliness
and grace, praises which warm my heart even to the stranirers
who utter them! When l,y diatxe you have raised me to
clysium hy a frien.lly n-reetin,-. my 'pride is min-led with
humility, ami I depart as thoiiLrh (iod's hlessinir rested on
me. Nor does the joy vanish without leaviuir a lonu' tra<i:
of liirht behind. It l)reaks on me throuirli the clouds"r,f mv
oigarottc smoke. More than ever do I feel how every drop
of this sur-rinsr blood throl)s for vou.

Can yon be i.snorant how you are loved? After scein-
you. I return to my study, and the irlitt.-r of its Saracenii'
ornaments sinks to nothinir before the briLrhtness of vo't
portrait, when

. op.'u the spring that keeps it locked up

:|M.
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frciii ovoTV eyo and In-c niVM'lf in cndhss mn?in,£rs or link n^iy

:,,!:i[iiiU'-> to viTSf. I'roni tlic lici^dits of lii'avcn 1 l(i:il< down
:h,ii ilif cour^o of ji life such as my liojic- dare to ])ieture

' llavi- you ni'vcr, in the silcncu of the ni^dit. or throujjh

.. rnar of the lt)vvn, licard ilic \vliis|)('r of a vojii' in vour

-All I, dainty oar? Docs no one of thr thousand prayers that

1 -i"i<l to you rcacli home?
[\\ dint of silent contemplation of your jiictured face,

I have s\i(.-ceeded in deciplieriiiiX the cxpi'e-sioii of every

,';;iiire and tracinj^ its connection with souie jxrace id' the

-p;!it. and then I ])en a sonnet to you in Spaiush on tlie

iiiiiimny of the twofold heanty in whicli nature has c!o!he<l

'.I'll, 'i'hese sonnets you will never see. for my poetry is too

,;iuoriliy of its theme. I dare not send it to you. N'nt a mo-
!' 'lit passes withcnit thouj:hts of you, for my whole heinjj

- IiiMind up in you. and if yon oea.-od to he its animating
;•• IK iple. every part would ache.

Viiw, I.om'se. can you realize the tortme to me of knowing
: .it I had displea.-ed yon. while entirely iixnorant of tlie

i.i ;-i? The ideal douhlc life which seemed so fair was cut

-'mrt. My heart turned to ice within me as. hopeles-; of anv
iiiiir explanation. T concluded that yon had ceased to lovo

:'•. With heav, iieart. and yet not wholly without coin-
''

::. I was fallinji haek ujion niy old post as servant; then
r letter came and turned all to joy. Oh I niiglit I hut

'
II for ever to such chidinjr

!

":•(• a child, pickini: himself np from a tnmhle, turned
: hi- mother with the words "Foririve nie." Ilidinir l)i.< own

:rt. h(> souirht inirdon for the pain ho had caused her.

! 'iii-c. I was that child, and such as I was then. I am now.

!i H' is the key to my character, which yonr slave in all

i ''iiility places iti yonr Intnds.

i'.iii do not fear, there will he no more stundilinir. luvp
'in tli(> chain which hinds me to ynu. so that a touch may
inmunicato yonr li<:htest wi.sh to liiru who will ever re-

- lin your slave, P'elti'e.

*l
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XXIV

LOriSK DK CIIAL-LIKU TO KEXEE DE i/eSTORADE

October 1825.

My deau nuExn,—How i> it possible that ymi, who brnu^rht

yourself in two tnontlis to iniirrv a hrok(Mi-(lown invalid in

order to mother him. should kodw anything- of that terriblf

sliiftin.i: ilrama. enacted in the recesses of tlio heart, whii h

we call Iov(—a dnima wh re ch^ath lies in a glance or a

lipht rejjly?

I had reserved for Felipe one la-t siipretne test which
was to he decisive. I wanted to know whether his love wn.'^

the love of a Royalist for his KinLT, who can do no wroni:.

Why should the loyalty of a Catlmlic he |e<s su]»reme?
H<- walked with me a wli.'le iiiLrlit under the limes at the

bottom of the irarden. and not a shadow of suspicion crossed

his soul. .\e,\t day he loved me better, but the feelinir w^s

as reverent, as huiidile, as re^aetfiil as ever: he had not i)re-

stimed an iota. Oh I he is a very Spaniard, a very .\ben-

corraire. lie scaled niy wall to come and kiss the hand which
in the darkness I reaclu'd down to him from my balcony. IFp

nii^dit have broken his neck; how many of our voun<r men
wcuild do the like?

But all this is nothin,ir: Christians suffer the horril)l(>

pari<rs of martyrdom in the hope of heaven. The day before

yesterday 1 took aside tin' royal ambassador-to-be at the Court
of S[>ain. my much respected father, and said to him with

a smile:

"Sir. some of your friend- will have it that you are marrv-

inir your dear .\rman(h' to t1 e nephew of an ambassador who
ha- been \cry anxious fur tbi^ conn(>ction. and has Ion.'

beu'L'ed f(ir it. .\lso. that the marriaize-oontraet arraniT'*-

fnr hi- nephew to succeed on his death to his enormous for-

tune and his title, and bc-fows on the vounir eoujile in the

incautime an income of a hundred thousand livres, on the
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ide a dowry of ci^rlit Inmdrrd tlioiisand francs. Your
'•.niu'litor wi^cps. I)ut hnws to tlic uininotiniicd niitlmritv nf

!! ; ' imrcd parent. Sonn' people are unkind ennn<:h to .-ay

,1, . icliind her tears, ,-Iie ccneeal,- a worldly and ambitious

\()\v, wo are ;:oini: to the j:enlleinan".-; box at the Opera
!'i-ni^'ht, and M. le Raron de Macuiiier will visit us there."

'"Maeuiiier needs a touch of the spur then," said my
fither, stnilini: at ine, as though 1 were a female ambas-

-,iJnr.

^'ou mistake Clarissa Ilarlowc for Fijrarol" I cried, with

.; L'laiiee of scorn and mockery. "When you see me with

!!". rii:ht hand nnijfloved, you will give the lie to this impcrti-

iirni ,i:os.-ip, and will mark your displeasure at it."

"I may make my mind easy about your future. You
liavr no more jrot a trirl's headpiece than .Icanno d'Arc had
a woman's hea;'. You will i)e happy, you will love nobody,

a!i'! will allow yourself to be loved."

This was too much. 1 burst into laughter.

"What is it, little flirt:-" he said.

"I tremble for my country's interests . . ."

Ami .-eceing him look (juite blank. I added:

".\t Madrid
!"

"You have no idea liow this little nun has learned, in a
yi'ar"s time, to make fun of her father," he said to the

I'l.ehess.

"Armande make.s light of everything," my mother replied,

i nKJug me in the face.

"What do you mean?" I asked.

"Why. you are not even afraid of rhotimatisni on these

'iuiup nights," she said, with another meaning glance at

'<»hl" I answered, "the mornings are so hot I"

i'lie Duchess looked down.

"It's high time slu' were married," said my father, "and
liad better be before T go."

"If vou wish it," I replied demurely.

i6
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Two hours liitcr, my iiiutlur iind I, tln' Diieliesso de Mau-
frijriii'usi' iind Mine. (rK^pard, uiit a!l I'nnr lilooiiiini,' like

ro.-M'> ill ilic I'l'iiiu nl' the l)().\. I liad >catrd inyx'lf sii'fwav-;,

giving' (inly a >lii)iildiT to the li(iu~c. so that I could sco

evcrytliiut:. iny.-cll' inisi'cii, in that -|ia(inn- Ih.x which fills one

of the two angles at the hack ol" the hall, between the col-

umn.-.

Mactimer came, stood up, and put liis opera-glasses hofore

his eyes >o that he might he able to look at me comfortahly.

In the fir.-t interval entered the young man whom I call

"king of the protligate:-."" 'i'he Comte Henri de Marsay,
who has great beauty of an elVeminate kind, entered the box

with an epigram in lii< eyes, a smile upon his lips, and an air

of satisfaction over hi.- whole countenance. He first grcetfil

my motiier. Mme. (TK-pard. and the Dueliesse de Maii-

frigncuse, the Comte (rKsgrignon, and M. de Canalis; then

turning to me, he said :

"I do not know whether I shall be the first to congratulate

you on an event which will make you the object of envy to

many."

'\\h! a marriage!" I cried. "Is it left for me, a girl fresh

from the convent, to tell you that [)redicted marriages never

conic off."

M. de Marsay bent down, whispering to Macumer, and I

was convinced. fr(un the movement oi his lips, that what he

said was this

:

"Baron, you are perhaps in love witli that little' coiiuetfe,

who lias used you for her own ends; but as the question

is one not of love, but of marriage, it is as well for you to

know what is going on."

Macumer treated this olllcious scandal-iiu nger to one of

tho.-o glances of hi- which seem to me so eloipient of noble

scorn, and replied to the elfect that he was '-not in love with

any little co.juelie." liis wholr hearing so delighted me, that

directly I caught sight ni' mv father, the irlove was off.

Felipe had not a shadow of fear or dmibt. How well did h''

bear out my expectations I Hi> faith is onlv in me. societv
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iniiot hurt liiiii with its lies. Ndt a iiiiimIc of tlio Arali'.s

. -iirnd, iiol a dri)p ol' tlic Ijliio IjIooJ tlushed his olive

Till' two yoiiiii: coiiiits went uiit, and I said, lau;:hin;:, to

M.i' niiiiT :

"M. d'' .Marsay lias Ih'cii trcatiiij,' you to an fjii^^rani on

'111' did more." lie replied. "It was an epitlialainiuni."

•\iiii speak (ireek to me." I said, n'wanlinir liini with

:! -'iiile and a certain look whiili always eniliarrasses liiui.

My f.iiher meantime was lalkiii^i; to Mme. de Mau-
fri,_'nrii^e.

"1 -liould think so I" he exclaimed. "The irossip which <fct8

:ii'"iii i- sciuidalous. No -ooner ha< a ,L:irl come out than

< V' ry one is keen to nuirry her. and the ridiculous stories

;liat an» invented I I shall never force .\rmande to marry
i_-,r,nst lier will. I am udin.i: to take a turn in the |)romenade,

"•ii'Tuise people will be saying-- that 1 allowed the rumor to

.-: iviid in order to sui:<:est the marriage to the aiidiassador;

;ini (',esar"s daii;:hter ou^ht to he ahove susjiicion. even more
•li.ii! his wif(— if that were possihie."

The Duchcsse de Maufri^rneux' and Mme. d"I'>pard shot

j'.iMci's first at my mother, then at the Raron. hrimminL: over
iv !! sly intelliLrence and repres.-ed curiosity. With tlieir ser-

ji n.l's cunniiiLT thev had at last ;:ot an inkling of something

. 'nir on. Of all mysteries in life, love is the least mys-

I'lioiisI It exhales from women. I believe, like a perfume,

:r d -he who can ( onc,>al it is a very monster! Our eyes

'title even mor(> than our tonirucs.

llaviiiL'- enjoyed the deliirhtful -ensation of flndin;; Felipe
' ~ • lo the occasion, as I had wished, it was only in nature
I -lioiild hunjzer for more. So 1 made the siirnal aLrreed on

•• ti'llini: him that he nu^dit come to mv window hv the
' n-iToiis road you know of. A few hours later I found him,
''!i_dil as a stattie, ,i:lued to the wall. hi< hand re-iim: on

balcony of my window, studying the reflections of the
• -lit in mv room.

1
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'•.Mv drill- I"cll|ic." I ~,il,l, -sull |i;l\l' JHMjUittfll VOUrsi'lf Well
tii-iii-iil : \nii l,clia\r(| r\;Mtly a- I slioiihl have doiio hud I

ln'C'ii tiijd that Mill Wire m] ilw pdiiit of tiiarrviii"."

•I llinii-lii." hr iv])lic(l, "tliat you uould hardly have told
otluTs Inf'in' inc.""

"And what ri^dit Iiavr ymi tn this privik'fio?"

"The riu'ht of oiw who is your devoted slave."

'"In Very truth?"

"I am, and shall cmt rciuaiii so."'

"Hut suppose this iiiarriaizc were inovitahlo; suppose that
I had ajrrced . .

.""

Two lla<hiii;r -laiuv< lit up the uioorili^dit—one directed
to rut!, the other t-. the precipice which the wall nuido for
us. lie seemed to caliiilate whether a fall to^^ethor would
mean death; but the thought merely jiassed like lightninj,'
over his face ami sp.arklcd in his eyes. A power, stronger
than passion, cheeked the impulse.

"An Arab cannot take back his word," he said in a luisky
voice. "I am your slave to do with a.s you will; niv life is

not mine to destroy."

The hand on the balcony seemed as though its hold wen-
relaxing. I placed mine on it as 1 said:

"Felipe, my beloved, from this moment I am your wife
in thought and will. Co in the morning to ask mv father
for my hand. He wishes to retain my fortune; but if von
promise to acknowledge receipt of it in the contract, his con-
sent will no doubt be given. I am no longer .Vrmande de
Chaulicu. [.cave me at once ; no breath of scandal must touch
Louise de Macumer."
He listened with blanched face and trembling limbs, then,

like a Hash, had cleared the ten feet to the ground in safetv.
It was a moment of agony but he waved 1 is hand to me and
disappeared.

"I am loved then.'" I said to myself, "as never woman was
ln'forc,'" .\nd T fell asleep in the calm content of a child,
my destiny for ever fixed.

About two o'cloct- 'text day my father summoned me to his
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private room, where 1 found tiie I)ii«Iie«s and MaoiuiUT.

Ti;. !v was an iiiterehan.ire of civilitie-. I re|ilied quite simi)ly

thii if niv fatlier and M. lleiianz ufiv of one mind. I had

li.i iva-on to oppose their wi-lir-. 'rhcreiii)on my mother iii-

Mi.il the IJaroii to dinner; and after dinner, we all four went

f
•• a dri\e in the Bois de Boulo^Mie. wliere I had the ))l('asiire

. f -niilini: irotiieally to M. de Mar~ay a- he pa—ed mi horse-

Mi k and eauu'ht si_t,dit of Maeumer sittim: o|)po-ite to >is !)e-

yj, my father.

Mv hiwitehing Felipo has had his cards reprinted as fol-

.eU.-: ;

HeNAI!F.Z

tBaron de Maeumer, formerly Due de Sorla.)

Ilviry niorninp he brings me with liis own lian<ls a splendid

ii.i!i(|U(t. hithlen in which I never fail to find a letter, con-

tiiiiing a Spanish sonnet in my honor, whicii he has comiiosed

liuring the night.

.\'nt to make this letter inordinately large. I send you as

-jeiimens oidy the first and last of ihcr-e xmnets. whicli I

hive translated for your benefit, word for word, and line for

line :

—

FIRST SONNET

Mmiy a time I've ."stood, clad in tliin .sillien vest,

Itr.iwn sword in liaiid, witli steady pulse,

W.iiiim.' tlie eliai-fre of a ra^'in;; liull.

.\;id ilie thrust of liis lioru. sliariter-pointed than rha?bp's cres-

cent.

i've sealed, on ni.v lips the lilt of an .Vndalusian dance,

'I he steep red(nit)t mider a rain of lire;

I've sT.Mlced my life til)<>n a hazard of tlie dice.

('.ri.li ss. :)s tliomrh it were a cold doubloon.

III

' ^M.J ft J
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My liniid would seek tlif bnll oui of ilu- ciiniioirs mouth.
Milt now imsciMiis I >;ni\v moro timid tli.-in a crourhinK hare,
Or a chilli sp.viim some t'liosi in the curtain's folds.

For when yotir sweet e.Ve rests on me.
An icy sweat covers my lirow. my kucos n\vc way,
I tremble, siirlnk, my com-aKe youe.

SKCONH .SONNKT

Lust iii;,'lit I f.'iin would slec]! to dream of thee,

Hut jcjiloiis >lee|i lied my eyelids.

I soujrlit tlie luilcony ami looked towards hesiven.

Always my .:;lance tlies iiiiwaril when I think of thee.

Stranjre sij;hi! w liose nieanin;: love alone can tell,

Til'- sky had lost its s;iiiphire Ime.

The stars, dulled diamomls in liieir golden mount,
Twiuklt'il no more nor slied their warmth.

The moon, washed of iier silver nidiance lily-whitp,

Iluny; inournin;: over tlie ^loouiy phiin. for thou hast robbed
Tht' heavens of all that made them brih'ht.

The snowy sparkle of the moon is on thy lovely brow,
Hejiven's jizure centres in thine eyes.

Thy lashes fall like starry rays.

What more <:ra<ioiis way of «nyin;.' to a yotm? pirl that «hp

fills your life? Tell iiic what you think of this love, wh
expcntls itscll' 111 lavislnii

ich

,u the treasures alike of the earth

and of the soul. Only within the last ten days have I grasped

the iiicaiiinj,' of that Spanish ''allantn-, so famous in old

avs.

.\h me I dear, what is i:oiiiir on now at La Oranipade? Hn\v

often do I take a stroll there. iiisiiectin>r the </rowth of our
crops I Have you no ne\v~ to irive of our innlherry trees, our
last winter's plantations r Does everythin,-,' prosper as you
wish? .\nd Willie the 1)11 (Is are opening,' on ou r -hrubs—

I

lllS_
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w.'i not vcnturt' h< -|..'ak ol' tin- 1m d.Iin-'H.i phml- have thoy

:i:..M ii!o.«v(iini'il in the lid-nm d' lii.' uilr? \\n,.< \. ii« con-

.,;,;,,. '

,s jiolicv ni' iii.i(lri'j,il<r Do vnii .liter inlo each other's

thniiL'ht^!' I w -niliT whether vniir little rimlei of we'ihled

[ I, . , 1- I); tier iliaii the ra;.'!'!-/ torrent of my Iom' ! Mas my

.uret ladv iprofc>M)r taken oU'ei."? 1 cant."! l,-lie\'- it; and

if it Were .M>, I should scnil Fel; e iitf at once, pc^t-'ia-le, to

ti,r;L' him^olf at lier knees and lir'.n^' hae'' to ;ie my pardon or

ill r liead Swct't love, niy life heri> i a -|ilen<lid success,

:iii'i 1 want to know how it fares witii life in I'rovend'. We

1m. c jn.-t inerea-cd (uir family hy the addition of ,i Spaniard

w'M the eniiiplexion id' a Havana ei;rar, and your eoimratiila-

iMiir- Still tarry.

Seriou-lv. my sw, "t Renec, i. am an.xious. I am afraid

lr<t vou should l)c iNitin;,' your heart out in silenco, for fear

ef ra-lmj: a ^luom o\.t my s^un.-hme. Write to nic at once.

naii-hty tliild I and tell i.i' your hfe in its every nunutesl

dct.iil; tell nie whether yni still hold hack, whether your

'iii(!e])endence" still stands erect, or has fallen on its kneos, er

i -itlin;.' down eomfortahly, which would indeed k' seriou.-;.

I. ill vou f;uppo.-e that the ineident;; of your married life are

uiiiiout interest for ine? I muse at times over all that yon

hi\e said to me. Often when, at the Opera, I seem ahsoroed

i:i watcliinLT the pirouettinir dancers. I am sayin;r to myself,

"it is half-])ast nine, perlia|i> .-he is in bed. What is she

alioiii? Is she happv^ Is she alone with her independence?

or has her independence gone the way of other dead and cast-

otf independences?"

A thousand loves.

XXV

RENEE DE l'ESTORADE TO LOflSE DE CHAULIEU

Smcy girl! Why should I write? What could T say?

Whilst your life is varied hy social fe^ti\!tie^, as \ M as hy

:
l^l!<T1^j^ll jiij> tj>!i!')'.'!-. and i]'.'..' llcwers i.if love

—

all of

f!
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I ; uhiili viMi (Ic-rrilic ^o ;:rii|iliir;illy. that I iniL'ht lie wafrlnng

some tir»t-rat«' aitin^' at tlic tlwatfi imiic is as iiioiKiti.rinu-

1111(1 rcL-'iilar a- tlinii'.'li it win- |ia--i'ii iii a cniivciif.

We alua\- ::<> {>i l"il at iiiiir aiiil ;.'(! ii|i uith (laviip'ak-

Our iiiial< ace -itmiI uith a iiiadiliniiiu' jiiiiictiialilv. Notli!!!^-

«'\cr lia|i|M'ii-. I liavi' accustdiiHil iiiv-clf witliMiit iinich .lif-

liciiltv til till- iiia|i|imL' 'lilt of till- c|a\. which ]iirha|K i~. .iftrr

all, in tlic natiiiT of thiiij.'s. WhiTf wmiM the lifr of th..

uiuvi r-c lie hut I'lir that >iihji(tinii to fixi-il hiw- wlin !i. nc-

CorillllU' I" till' ii-l fMli'tlHTS. -n I.niiis tells rue, rule the ^jilnTi*'

It I- iioi oi'der iif \\hieh we Weary.

'i'hep 1 ha\i' laiil ii|iciii tiiyself certain rules of .Ires-. ,ini]

tlie-e occuiiy luv time in the morning's, I hold it |i;irt df niv

duty as a wife to Inok as charmiii;,' as pos.-itile. I t'eej a

certain sati>faction in it, anil it eau.-es lively |)k'asiirc to

tlie;:iHid iild man and to Louis. After linieli. we walk. Whon
the newspaper- arrive. 1 disappear to lodk after niv lioii-e-

li(dd alfairs or to read— for I read a jrreat deal—or to writi

to you. I eoine hack to the others an Iimir hcfore dinner; and
after dinner we play cards, or receive visit.*, or pay them
Thus my days pa-s hetweeii a contented old man, who has done
with passions, and the man who nwes his haiipiiioss to nie.

Tjouis" hai)piiiess is so radiant that it has at last wanned my
heart.

For women, happiness no douht cannot consist in the niorp

satisfaction of de-ire. Sometimes, in the eveninir. wlun I

am not re<|uircd to take a hand in the ^'ame. and can siiik

hack in my armchair. ima;:ination hears me on its stnii.'

winii- into the very heart of your life. Then, its riches. \\<

chanireful tint.-, its surLnn<r pas-ions iiecome niv own. .I'ni

1 ask myself to what end -iich a -toriuv preface can K .ni.

May it lint -wallow up the JHiok itself!- l"or you. my darlinir.

the illii-ioiis ,)f l,,ve are jiossihle: for me, onlv the facts of

homely life remain. Yes. your love -eem^ to me a dream!
Therefore I find it hard to understand w!iv you are detpr-

mineil to ihrow so niuch romance o\er it. S'our ideal man
mu>t have more soul than lire, more riohilifv and self-iOin-
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11. .in. I tlian passion. Voii imt>i-i in tniiiu' i" • lotlic in living

il,,. ill. am hli'al nf a ^'irl nn tln' thp'-lmlil of life; you

,11. 1 «.icnlit c- for tin- |ilra-.un- "f rrwanliiiu' iIhmii; vdu

,,; \iiiir l'V!i]ir \n if.-t> 111 iM'drr t.i a-iiri.nii whctlicr

,; .,ir. li'i)pf, ami riiri'iMty arc fiiiluriii;' in tli'ir iiatiiiT. I5nt,

,i:.M. 1m hinil all yniir fatita.-lir .-la;.'!' H,ii,r\ riM--; tlic altar.

<,Ui'
n' iArila-!iiv_' li'iiui- aP' f'lt.riMl. 'I'lic vi-ry iiiori^w i.f your

!_.' tlif 'jrarrhil j-truftiiri' raiMii by your subt Ir -tralc^'y

, ... :,i'l Ik lore lliat trrrililc nalily uhn li iiiaktw of a L'irl a

«.iiMii. of a ;,Mllaiit a liii-liainl. lifini'inliiT that iIh n' i- no

.xiU'j.tioii for lo\fr-. For tln'in, a- fi)r orilinary folk like

I... il, and nil', tlirn' lurks licncatli lli«' uidilin'r njoicin;:.-; the

::r-A\ ••i'.-iiiaiis" of l.'alirlais.

I ! 1 not iilanif \ou, tliou,i:h, of lour-e. it \va< ra~li. for

tu .!ii_' uitli l'"cli|ii- in tlu' j,'ar(li'ii. op fop -|i. juIiiil' a ni;.'ht

.iih linn, voa on \our liali'ony. Iio on jn^ wall : Iml you make

;i j. a'.tliiii;: of life, and I am afraid thai iifi' inav vnuo day

: .::i llio talili'>. 1 dare not ^'ivc \ou the ooiin-ol uhidi my
• \w .\|»'riciicc \v<iuld sn^'^'c-t : hut Id nn- npiMt oiirc more
:'•

M! till' M'ciu,<ioii of mv valii'V that tln' viatiium of marrii'd

','r- ill'-, ill tlu'si' \vord.<

—

rfsi;:nalioii and -llf-^a(rili^(. |-"or.

:',<:'• of all vour test.-, voiir coyncs-. aiid \our vi^'ilanci', I ran

-' ;!iat marriai:*' will moan to you what it ha- liccii to mi>.

T; ' 'jt-f.-it. r th.c pa.-.-ioti. tlu' sicopcr the [irfciiiico w.' have

i: -.Ml for our fall—that is the oidy ditTcrcnco.

• I'l' what I would jrivc to .-rr the Har(Ui do Mai unior and

::;' with him for an liuiir or two I Your happiness lios so

;.' ;r inv heart.

XXVI

lOri.'^F. DE MACUMEU TO UEN'KE l)i: L ESTORADK

I'tlipe has carried out, with a truly Saracenic irenerosity,

ri-hes of niv father and mother in iicknowledcrinL' the

no he has not received frnn tne, tlie nuche-^ ha- income

more friendlv to me than before. She calls ipc little
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.sly-boots, littli' woman of tlu' world, and says I know how
lo use my ton^'uc.

"But. dear mamma," I said to her the evoninj^ l)cfore the

oontraot. was siirncd. '7011 attrihutf to ciinninir and smartness
on mv i)art what is really tlie outcome of the truest, simplest,

most un^fllish, most devoted lo\e that ever was! I assure

you that I am not at all the 'woman of he world" you do
ine the honor of believin;: mo to he."

"Come, cdme, Armandc," she said, putting' her arm on
my rit( k ami drawing'- me to her, in order to kis- mv forehead,

''you did not waTit to <:n hack to the convent, you did not want
to die an old maid. and. like a line, noble-hearted Chaulieu,
as you are. you recognized the neee-sity of building up vour
fatherV family. (The Ihike was listening. If you knew,
Kenee. what llattery lies for him in these words.) I have
watched you during ii whdle winter, poking your little nose
into all that goes on, forming very sensible o])inions about
men and the jjresent state of society in France. And you have
picked out the one Spaniard capable of giving you the splen-

did position of a wuman whn reii'iis su|)reme in lier own
house. My dear little girl, you treated liim exactly as Tullia
treats your brother."

"What le>-ons they give in my sister's convent!" exclaimed
my fatlier.

A glance at my father cut him short at once; then, turning
to the Duchess. I said :

"Madame. I lovr my future husband. Felipe de Soria. with
all the strength of my soul. .Mthnugh this love sprang up
without my knowledge, and though I fought it stoutly when
it fir>t made itself feji. I -wivir to vou that I never irave wav
to it till I liiid recognized in tlie liamn (]e Macumer a char-
acter worthy of mine, a heart of which the delicaev, the gen-
erosity, tile devotion, and ilie temper are suited to mv own."

"But. my dear." she In-Lr.in. interrupting me, "he is as

c .^' ''^•'^
• • •

"As anything you like," I retorted quickly, 'Taut I love his

ugliness."

iij^
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"If yon lovo him, Arniaii.

till- stren>ali to nia.^tcr vour .ov*

s^aid my fathor. "and have

t'ou must not risk vour han-

IHIH'SS. Xow. liappinoss in rai^rria^o depends larjiely on the

tir,-t davs-

i); ivs onl in

,it my fatiier, she eontinuei

ill iir. to have our talk together.

terrupteil my mother. Then, with a glance

'You had l)etter leave MS, mv

thor"You are to he married, dear child," the Duch
Ih-lmii in a low voice, "in three day-. It ix'comes mv duty.

till nfure. without silly whim])ering. which would he unfitting

oil'' rank in life, to give you the serious advice which every

iiioiher owes to her daughter. You are marrving a man whom
YOU lovi'. and tllere is no reason '.vhy I should pity y ou or

'iivsclf. 1 have only known you for a year; and if this jieriod

been hmg enough for me to leani to love vou. it is hardlviia.-

it'll nt to justify floods of tears at the idea of losing v

Y"ur mental gifts a

ou.

ire even more rcmarkalilc tlinn tho-e o f

pe rson ; vou Have graitificd

.'^liouii vourself a sweet and loving (

maternal pr

laiigl

Hie am 1 1 lave

ItiT. I. in mv turn.

promise you that vou will alwavs find -taiiiK h f rieiii

ill vDiir moth er. 'ou smile? Alas I it too often happens that

;! mother who has lived on excellent terms with her daughter,

S'l long as the daughter is a mere girl, comes to cross purposes

wiih her when they are hoth women together.

"It is your happiness which I want, so listen to my words.
'!, love whid 1 vou now feel is that of a voung girl and IS

natural to us all, for it is woinan s dcstinv to cling to a man.
I'nhappily, pretty one. there is hut one man in the world for

this man. whom fate has marked'voman I And soniet imc;

if for us. is not the

f'T love, choose as hiisliand. Strang

one wUom we, mistaking a passing tancv

ge as what T

ar to you, it is worth noting. If we cannot love

iw mav a J)

the man
we have chosen, the fault is not exclusively ours, it lies with

i"ith, or sometimes with circumstances over which we have
no control. Yet there is no reason why the man chos(>n for

II- hv our familv, the mnii to whom oiu faiicv has gone out.

h'luld not be the man w 10111 wi' can lovi; The harriers which

'.tSt<i
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ari^-o later bctwoon hufhand and wifo aro ofton due to lack

of pi'i'-cvcranfe on hoth sido-. The task of transforniinrr a

husbaiid into a lover is not less delicate than that other ta>k

of niakini: a tiii^haiid of the lover, in which you have just

proved yoiirx'lf niarvelously successful.

"1 repeat it, your happiness is my ol)ject. N'ever allow

yourself, then, to forp't that the first three months of your

married life may work your misery if you do not submit

to the yoke with the same forbearance, tenderness, and in-

telliireiiee I hat you have shown diirin^r the days of courtship.

For, my little ro;.nie, you know very well that you have in-

duljred in all the innocent pleasures of a clandestine lovc

affair. If the culminatii'n of your love bejxins with disap-

pointment, dislike, nay. even with pain, well, come and tell

nie about it. Don't hope for too nnich from niarria.ire at first;

it will perha])s lmvc y(ui more discomfort than joy. The hap-

piness of your life re(iuires at least as patient cherishino; a.s

the early shoots of love.

'*To coiuhide, if by chance you -hould lose the lover, vnii

will ntid in iii- piac(> the fatiier ot your children. In this,

my dear cliild, lie-; the whole secret of socMal life. Sacrifin-

everythini: to the man whose name you bear, the nian whose

honor and reputation lannot suffer in the lea.st dei,'ree without

involving: you in i'riuditful coii>ci|uences. Such sacrifice is

thus not only an absdhite duty for women of our rank, it is

also ttieir wisest pdiiy. Thi>. indeed, is the distinctive mark
of j:reat moral [irinciples. that they hold <rood and are ex-

pedient from whatever aspect they are viewed. But I need

say no more to you on this point.

"I fancy you are of a jealous disposition, and. mv dear,

if you knew how j.-alous 1 am I Ru* you must not he stupid

over it. To pul)lish your jealousy to the world is like plavii,^^

at fiolitic- with your card- upon the talde. and those who let;

th.'ir own irame be seen learn nothinu' of their opponents'.

Wliatever hap|iens, we must know how to -uffer in silence.''

She addi'<l that she intended haviuL' some plain talk i>bout

me with Macumer the e\cnin'' before the weddimr.
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K.iisintr my nuitlur's beautiful arm. I kissed her linni] ami

(lriip[)r(l on it a tear, wliicii the t<ine ef rral fccliii;_' in licr

\,ii(r h.id brotijxlit to my eyes. In the adviee she liad jriven

Ml. I rea<i liijrli princijih' worthy of iier.-elf and cif imc, true

,v:-il'iiii, and a tenderness of lieart nn-poilt l)y the narrow code

,il' -I'ciety. Above al!, I >aw tliat she unde^^to^d my ejiiiracter.

Til'-'' lew simple words summed n|i the lessnn^ wliieh life

:!;; ! i \ |ierii'nce had l)rou):ht her, periiaps at a heavy price.

S').- \v:is moved, and said, as she hiokeil at me:

"i'dir little f:irl. you've f,'ot a na.-ty erossintr before you.

A'.^l 'ni>-t women, in their ijrnorance or their diseiiehantment,

an ;i- wise as the Karl (d' W'e-tmoreland I"

\\i' buth Uiu^rhed : i)Ut L must explain the joke. The even-

ii::: !" f'ire, a Ivussian [irincess had told ns an anecdote of this

::. :ii!' man. lie had suffered frightfully froiu sea-sickness in

< r"--inLr tln' Channel, and turned tail when he trot near Italy,

N(.iii-e he heard some one speak of "crossimr" the .\lps.

'Tliank vou ; I've had quite enough crossin<:s already." he

-;ii'i.

V<'ii will understand, Renee. that your trioomy philosophy

:i;;i! niy mother's lecture were calculated to revive the fears

w'iirh used to disturl) ns at Rlois. The lu'arcr marriaire ap-

jT'iihed, the more did I need to summon all my stren^rth,

:: . resolution, and my affection to face this terrible pa^sajxe

•'r'ui maidenhood to wonuiidiood. All our conversations

• inie back to my mind, I re-read your letters and discerned

i:: Uiem a vague umlertone of sadness.

This an.xiety had one advantage at least; it helped me
!ii ;!ie regulation expression fur a bride as comnionly de-

P: '.d. The conscipience was th.at on the day of signing the

C'Tirict everybody said I looked cb.arming and (juite the right

thing. This morning, at the Mairie, it wa'^ an informal busi-

!'•--. and only the witnesses were present.

I am writing this tail to my letter wliile they are putting
('".' iiiv dress for dinner. We shall he married at midnight
i!! 'hi' (Tuirch of Sainte-\'alere. after a verv gav evening. I

' •; i'l -s that uiv fi'ars L'ive me a niartvr-like a'ld modest air

I

'' i j^JTl
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to wliich T havo nu ri;.'lii. Imt wliich will bo admired why,
I cannot cuiicL'ivc. I aui (IciiL'litrd to sci' tliat pnor Felipe
is every whit as timorous as 1 am; society grates on him, he
is like a hat in a ^lass shop.

'•'I'haiik Heaven, the day won"! last for ever I" he whispered
to me in all innocence.

In liis hashl'iilness and tinddity he would have liked to have
no line there.

'i'lie Sardinian ainlia>sador, when he came to sign the eon-
tract, took me aside in order to i)re.MiiI me with a pearl neck-
lace, linked together hy six splerxlid diamonds—a gift from
my .M.-trr-in-law. the Dudiesse dc S~,vui. .Mong "with the
necklace was a sapjihire bracelet, (ui the under >ide of which
were engraved the wnrds, "Thiniiili mikintirn, l,rlui<d." Two
charming letters came with tlu-e presents, which, however, 1

Would (Kit accept without con-ulting i'elipe.

"1-or. I >aid. "1 diould not like to .see you wearing orna-
ments that (a me fi'oiu any one i)ut me."
He kisx'd my hami, i|uite muved. and replied:
"Wear them for the .sike of the lUicriptiou, and also for the

Kind ieeJmg, wlucii is sijicere."

Saturday evmiiuj.

Jlere. then, my poor Renee, are the last words of vour girl
friend. .After the midnight Mass, we set olf for an estate
which Felipe, with kind thought for me. has bought in
Xivernais, ,,n the u y to Fro\ciice. Alreadv mv name is

Loui.se de .Macumer. hut 1 leave I'aris in a few hours as Louise
de t'haulieu. However I am cd'cd, there will never be for
you but one Louise.

XXVII

THE SAMI' TO TIIK SAME
0(i(^>er 1825.

I HAW; not written to you. dear, since onr niarrinire. nearly
(ight nimith-^ ag... Atxi not a line from you! Madame, you
are iiie\cii.~aK!'.',

m

M
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To }-)0<:'\n with, we sft olT in a |i'>-t-(liaiso for tlu' Castle

f Charitei-'leiir'-, ilu- imiiuTtv utiich Maciiincr has Ixmirlit in

\ivi'niai>. It. Mauds on thr liank- of th.' Loire, sixty h-a^nics

Iroiii Paris. Our .-irvaiits, with tiic cxcoption of my maid,

.\,w there ijcloiv u.-. ami wc arrived, after a very rapid

j..iiriiev. the ne\i evening. I >lr\)\ all tile way from I'aris

;.. i.evoiul Montar;^is. My lord and ma.-ter put liis arm round

III,- ,iiid pillowed my head on \ii< >houlder, upon an arranjre-

inMii, of handken-hielV. 'riii- was the one hherly he took;

and the ahiiOr-t molherl\ teiiderne-.- which j:ot tlit- hetlerof his

ir.iw-ine--. touched me >| raii^irel} . 1 fell a>leep then under

•;. lire of his eyes, and awoke to liml thcni -till hlazinjr; the

;'i:ialc j:a/i' remained uneliaiiu'ed. hiit what lIioii<fhts had

• !,e and yoiie meanwhile I Twice he had ki^.-ed me on the

- 'Mlead.

\! l>riaro we had l.reakfast in the carriajre. Then fol-

...urd a talk like our old talks at lilois. while the same Loire

Ui' u-cd to admire called fonh our praise-, and at half-()a>t

M-.ci: we entered the iiohle lonu' a\emie of liine-irecs, acacias,

-vcamores. and larches which K'ad- lo ('hante{)leurs. At

c i:!it we dined; at ten we uci'o in oui- hedrooni. a charming

'.•ihic room, made eomforlalile with cvcry modern luxury.

IViipe. who is thou_i,'ht so u,i,dy. seemed to me (piito beautiful

HI Ills ,<:rae(d'iil kindness and the c\(piisite delicacy of his

aifeciion. Of pa-sion, not a trace. .Ml lhrouj:h the journey

lie mitrlit have heen an old friend of tifteen years' standing.

!.a!er. he has descrlhed to me, with all the vivid louche- of his

ij-.-t letter, the furious storms that '-aged within and were

i.oi allowed to rutlle the outer surface.

Si> far, 1 have found nothing very terrihie in marriage,"

I Slid, as I walked to the wimiow and looked out on the glori-

'U- moon which lit up a charming park, breathing of heavy

-- nts.

lie drew near, ]>ut his arm again round me, and said:

"Why fear it? Uave I ever yet proved false to my promise

.11 gesture or look? Wliv -hould 1 he fal>e in tlu' future?"

Tc; ne\cr were words or i:lances more full of mastcrv;

il
r
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fvcrv filiiv (>r

lui re ; Ins c '.OS wiTc likf

iiiv iii'iirt and roiisof

II' >iiii in ]iM\vor.

'd a sleeping

th

'Oil!" I I'.vclaiinid. "whiit a vvurld oj

is attitude of |)(r|)ctiial I)^(l^tI•al inn

Moorish pertid} in

il( iin(l('i'~tiKi(|. niv licar.

So. my fair ,~W((t heart, if I have let months
writinir, vuu can now divine the eai [ 1

lip l)v without

LTirl ^

iJiMK'e

tranire pa>t in order to explain the woman i

'lave to recall the

understand vmi now. \ot i,

not lo her mother, not. perhaps, even to 1

lu-i(ie speak (d' her hajipiiier

al)>olutel\' her own, an addi

I invjolf.

Iii'r dearest friend.

ipylerse ean a iiai

too sacred lor (hsciosure

I Ins memorv on^rht to renuiit

ra[>tun—a thing hevoiid word;

Is it possihle that the name of dutv has h
(leliciou.- frenzy of the heart, to t

passp ? And for what purpose? What

)een <riven to the
le overwhelm in,'' rush of

eon- ved the idea of iriis

an'

of mst- It:- \V

Ihuiisand wiles of her mod

iilevolent power
:iiii<r a woman's sensitive delioacy

ty under the fetters

flow' rs

of h

Wlr.

to d

love ui

Oi : 1

VOll uTi

if- :_dit.

heart, tl

lat sense of duty can force from her those
le ro ^es of life. th( passionate poetry

:ht"!eelin;: as a rij
. apart from love;-' To claim f

-ns i.'' itself under the sun of love, and shrFvol
'ier the eold iilast of distaste and
lis 'tw n :hts

aversion Let

noluie tie

r/.0(] at t!

I understand voii now, T 1

le dentil an
t^ uiian wli > 1

)0W to

arness of your

a.-

r el.

erlle

O ne en

las not used the marriaire oere-
ne, merely to lepilize and juihlish the
r heart, has nothing: left hut to i\y to
earth fail-^, (he sonl makes for heaven!
lerires from all that you have sahl. Only

men who ,re ' ,, v ^^,.,^,1 know how to love, and now I und, ,

stand the rea-.n nf this, ^^an oheys two force.*—one sensual
onle s[iiritual. Weak or inferior

last, whilst ill•eat so uls 1

men mistake the first for the

in.-linet in all the trrace:

ktiow how to clothe t

of tl lis spiritual jiassion inij

'>!' the spirit. The
le merely natural

very strenirth
)0.-es SIvere self-restraint and ia-

ft-
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cpiros them with rcvcronoo for women, rionrly. frolina is

Mii.Mtive in proportion U> thr calilm' of ilio nifulal powcra

.'iiiorallv, and this is why the man of p-nins alono hat* some-

-un^' of a woman's delicacy. He understands and divines

WMiiian, and the wind's of passion on wliich he raises her are

:.-^trained by the timidity of tlie .sensitive spirit. Bnt when

iie mind, tiie heart, and llie .senses all liav(> their .share in

•lie rapture which transports us—ah I tlien there is no falling

n earth, rather it is to hi'aven we soar, ala> ! for only too hriof

.1 visit.

Sucli. dear soul, is the pliilosophy of the first three months

,.r mv married life. Felipe is an,i:elic. Without tl'_Mire of

-|Hccli, ho is another self, and I can think aloud with him.

His i^roatnos of soul parses my comprehension. Possession

only attaches liim more clo.sely to me, and hi' dix-overs in his

:i.i]ipiness new motives for lovin-r mc. For him, I am the

iiubler part of himself. I can fore.-ee that years of wedded

•ifc. far froi! impairin;; his alTection. will only make it more

,1-ured, develop fr(>.-h possibilities of enjoyment, and bind us

in more perfect .-^yinpatliy. Wb.at a delirium of joy!

It is part of my nature that pleasure has an exhilarating

etfect on nie; it loaves sunshine Ijeliind. and become.- a i)art of

my inner being. Tlie interval which iiarts one ecstasy from

another is like the short night which mark- off our Ion:.'

summer davs. The sun which flushed the mountain tops

with warmth in setting finds them hardly cold wlien it rises.

What happy chance has given me such a destiny? My mother

had rou.sed a host of fears in me: her forecast, which, though

free fnun the alloy of vulgar pettine>s. seemed to me ivdolent

of jealousy, has been falsified by th.' event. Your fears and

hers, my own—all have vanished in thin airl

We remained at C'hantepleurs seven months and a half,

for all the world like a cotiple of runaway lovers thi ing the

parental wrath, while the roses of pleasure crowned our love

and embellishod our dual sulitude. One morning, when T wa.s

even happier than usual. J be-^'-an to muse over my lot. and

suddenly Renee and her prosaic marriage Hashed into my

17
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minil. It sccinofl to nif that now f coiild frrasp fho inn.T
Dk'iiiuii^' of your lif.-. Oh! niy Mv.ct. wliv do vvc simik ;.

flitrerenl tonpuo? Vmir niarriiif:.' of convpnicncf and my low
niatfh ar.' two worlds, as widely separated as the tiiiile' fro,,,

infinity. Voii still walk the earth. wh,lst i ran.ixe ilie heaven-'
^ oiir sphere is human, mine divine ! Ix.ve crowned me <pi,>c,i,

yon rei^m hy reason and duty. So lofty are tli<. re^'ion- whcr-
I soar, that a fall w(Mild shiver me to atoriis.

liui „o moiv of this. I shrink from paintinj: tn von th.'

ra.nhow hri-htness. the prof„..ion, the exuberant jov of love's
sprin^'timo, a.s we know it.

For ten days we have been in Paris, staving- in a eliarmin;:
hon.se in the I{i„. ,1,1 Bae. prepar.'d for ii^ bv the architect
to whom Im-I,,,,. intrusted the d.^eoration of ( 'hanteplenrs. I

have been listening', in all the f,il| content of an a.ssnred an.]
eanetion.Hl love, to that divine mii-ie of Jfossini's. which
used to soothe ,„.. when, as a re<tle- trirl, I Inin-ered vaLnielv
after experience. They say I am more b<.aiitif,il. and I havc
u childish pleasure in hearin- myself called "Madame."

Fridiiy vinminp

Ren^e. my fair saint, the happiness of mv own life pulls
me for ever back to yo„. I f,,.| that I can' be more to vou
than ever before, you are >.. dear to nie ! ! have studied your
wedded hfe ehwly in the li,-ht nf my ,,wn openinsr chapters;
and you seem to ,„c to come nut of the scriitinv so (rrcat. so
noble, so splendid in your .i:oodness. that 1 h.Tc declare myielf
your inferior and humble admirer, as well as vour friend
\Mien I think what marria-e has been to me. it '.eems to me
that I should have died, had it turned ,„it otherwise. .\nd yoi,
live! Tell me what your heari. feed^ on ! Never a.^ain shall
I make fun of you. Mockerv. n,y sv..et. is the child of i<rno-
raiice; we jest at what we know nothing- of. "Recruits "will
lau.irh where the veteran soldier looks ?rave," was a remark
made to me by the Tomte de Chaulieu. that poor cavalrv officer
who.-e cajjipaipiin- so far l,a^ en„sisted iu marches fruiii Paris
to FontaifK-blea 't an iiac •i;'-ain.
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I surmise, too, my dear love, Ilial vnn liaw not told me all.

'I'lure are wounds wliicli von liasi- liiiMi n. Vou suller; I

am ronviiici'd of it. In trvin.ix l" niaki n;n ,it this distance

.irnl triiiii till' scraps you tell in<' tlir n-;;^";!- <>( vour conduct,

I liav(! wcavfd tn^rctliiT all M)rt.s nf rninaiii i.- llicorit* about

'.on. '•Slie lias iiiadc a riitTc cxp'Tiini nt m marriage," I

![i(iii:_'ht one I'VcninfT, "and wl.at i> liappii.i -- I'up nic ha-

!.racd only sulTcriuir to Ikt. Ilcr -acrifuf i- i)arr('n of rc-

u.inl, and she would not inak<' it ltimIit than lurd he. The

ijictuous axioms <if six'ial tnnrality arc niily u-cd to eloak hor

iii-,i]il)oiiitii;('iit."" Ah I Ifciirc, the hc-t of hajipiness is that

;'. iiffds no dofxma and no tine words to p.ivc tin* way; it

->aks for itself, whilo theory lia^ been piled ut)on theory

; jii-tifv the system of womeirs vassahijre and thralldoin. If

-rif-deuial he so nohle, -o -iihlinu', what. |iray. of my joy, shol-

ttre<l hv the irold-ami-while caiiojiy of the church, and wit-

iie,>ed hv the liaiiil and >eal of the most sour-faced of mayors?

1- It a thing out oi nature?

For the honor of the law. for her own sako. hut most of

ii'l to iiiake ni\ liappiiie^^ complett*. I lorn: to -ee my Hcnee

rniiteiit. Olil tell iiie tliat \ ou ~ee a dauii of love for this

l.oiii- wlio adorcN vou! Tell no that the M»lemn. symbolic

I Trh of Hymen has not al'Mie -erved to lighten your darkness,

I'iit thai love, the ,Ldoriou~ -un of our heart-, pours his rays

'HI vou. 1 come hack alway-. you see. to this niiiMay bla^e,

"iiirh will !>!• my de>t ruclioti. 1 fear.

h' ar Henee, do you remember how, in your outbursts of

L'lrlish devotion, you would .-.i\ \i> me. as we sat under the

Mne-eo\ered ai'lior of the ruiueiit L'arden. "I love \on so.

I.|>!i:-e. that if (iod a[)pcared to me in a vi-i>tn. 1 wouM pray

!l:m that al! the sorrow- of lifi- niiirht he mine, and all the

}:iy yours. I burn to >uirer for \ou"!' N'ow. darlinj^, the day

has come whoii 1 lake \\\> \oiii- prayer, iiiiplorinur Heaven
'.' ;_'rant you a share in my happiness.

1 must tell you my idea. 1 liavi' a shrewd notion that you

Tf hatchin,ir aiiihitious plan- under the nam'' of Louis de

i'K.-torade. Very good; get h;tu (deeti'd dc[>uty at the ap-

: '"MM
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[irnacliiiiL' (Icftioii, f .1- he w || he very inarlv forty then;
iiii.i II- liif Cii^MiiiM r (i. . - iiDi MKi't iili -i.\ iiiMiitlis liilfr. h»?

will have jiisi aitaiiK'il ilic a-.' im i cv-arv Id iiuaiifv for a sfut.

\oii will (oiiic |.) I'ari- ihiii. i-n'i mat ciioiicrli ^ My
fiitliiT. iiiitl Ihr fri. •!!.!- I -hall have inatic In iliat liiiic. will

Ifarii |o kiinu ami ailiniiv yiui
; and if voiir l'allnT-m-ii.w will

a^'i'cc to fnuu,\ a raiiiii\. ur uil| •^,-\ th,. iit|,. ,,(' ('i.tnto for

I-oin-. 'Ihat I- -oMU'tliiiig at l«ast 1 And we shall 1h.> to-

gt'llier.

XXVIII

RENEK nr t/estouadi; to r.oiisi; of M.vrrMER
i''imilifr 1836

'My tliricc liapjiy I,oiii-c. ynnr Ictirr nuiilc tmc dizzv, F
I few Mill II- I lii'ld It III mv :i,-i

or

(-- liand^. while a tear
or two s|i,irklrd ><n ii in iIm -I'tliiii: -iin. F was alone heneath
the small harrcii

lik

roi- here I lia\r ;|; id a -'at iilaced ; far olT.

e a lance n] -(it Mrditill Mli'ail -I lollr he seat

is -haded hy aroititie >liriihs. and I have hail a verv lar<je jes-

sainiiie. some lioniv -iirkli
. .ind S|.aiii>li hriH.nis traii-nlantod

there, so that soiiii' day tli. rn.-k iill he ••ntirelv eovereil witli

elinihin<r phint<. Thr wild vine has aln .lAy taken mot thiTe.

But winter ilraw- mar. and all this ^rreetiery is faded like a
piece of old ta|ie-tiv. In this spot 1 am never molesti d : it is

understood that here I wi-h ti. he alone. It i- named Louise's

seat—a proof. i> it iioi, that even in s,)|niidr | am not al one
lere

If I tell you all these details, to yon so paltrv. and tn-

to ilescrilie the vision of -rreen with which my prophetic jiaze

clothes this hare roe -on whose top some freak of iiatnre

has set n|» a mairniliii'iit parasol piiK— it is 1

this 1 have found an nnhlem to whirh I cli

H^eaii-e in a 11

It w
'l^'

IS while voiir hlessed lot was lilliiii: i ne with lov am
must I confess it?--~with hitter envv too. that I felt the first

movemenl of my child within, and tliis mystery of jihysical
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ifc rpucted upon tlir iniirr rcfost's of riiv soul. This indc

!iii;il)lt' stiiMitinii. «liirli [iMrtakcs of tlic iiiiliin' at niicc of

,1 uariiinj.', a dtlij^lit. a paiii. a i>r'-nisc. and a fiilliliiicnt

'!; :> jov. whicli i> mine aln nc. iin-hanil liv mortal, this won-

r of Wdiiilt rs, lias wlii-iMrcd to iiic that one day this rock

I. ill hr a carpet of tlowcrs, rcsoiiiidinj: to the merry hiii;:litcr

iliildri'ii. that I -liall at la-t lie hl.-scd amotii.' women,

from me -hall siinii_' forth foiiiiiam- of life. Now I

hat I have liv( d for! Thu- the (ir>t certainty of
,!l!ll

.HOW W

arinj: within me an other life hroii'dit healiii'' to mv woiindsJ.

\ i.iv that l)e<.'<.'ars dex nption ha- crowned for mc tho-e lon^

IV- of sacrilkf. in wlnh l.onis ha

Sacrifif

i alreadv found hi

I said to iiiv-elf, how far doe- it excel pas- ton

What pleasure h;i- roots -o deep a- Mie which is not personal

liiit creative? Is not the spirit id' Sacrifice a power tiii,<:htier

:!i;iii anv of its re-ult-? 1- ii not that my>terioiis. tireless

divinitv. who hiiles hcneath inniimcrahle s[ihores in an iinex-

Tilnrcd centre, through which all worhN in turn must pas<?

Saeriflce. solitar\- and -ccret. rich in plea-iire- only tasted in

-hence, whif ii none can lmic-- at. and no profane eye has ever

-<cn; Sacrilire. jealous H n] ami tyrant, (lod of -treni.-ih and

vKtorv. e.\haustless -jiniiLr which, partakiiii: of the very es-

-riice of all that exists, can hy no expenditure he drained helow

,ts own level ;-- Sacr "icc. there i- the keynote of my life.

For voii. Loui-e. love is Imt tiic rctlex of Felipe's passion;

the life which F <hed ujion my little ones will come hack to

Towiiii: fiilne-s. The plenty of your irolden har-nie in cv

M will I -s ; mine ihoiiizh late, will he hut the more etidiir-

ir L'. for each hour \iill -ce it renewed. Live may Ih- the fair-

e-t L'eni wiiich Society has filclied from Xatiire; hut what is

i;othcrhood >ave Nature in her most irladscuiie nujod ? .\

smile has dried my tears, l.ove make- my I.ouis happv. hut

marriaL'c has made me a mother, and who shall say 1 am not

tiapin- als(^;

With slow steps, then. I returned to mv whi'e irranjre. with

its trreen shutter-, to write \ou the-c tlioui-dil-.

So it is, darlin;:. that the most marvelous, and yet fho

i



".»i^_»*-»« ??^:,.»ti7»» ^rr •vt

jnefisSi Ca/mVlotli m "^

'K ':rM

K..r"



MICROCC RESOLUTION TEST CHART

ANSI ond ISO TEST CHART No 2

1.0

I.I

1.25

l,ti !iii2.8

m
m
MO

1.4

II
2.5

III

2 2

||2.0

1.8

1.6

^ APPLIED \\\MGE Inc



202 LETTEHS OF TWO HRIDES

simplest, process of naturo lia> lien ,L'oiii<r on in me f(,, five

months; and yd in your .'ar \< [ riic \viiis|iiT it—xi I'ar it

a^iritatcs ncitlicr my liwirt nor my inidcrstaiiiliiiL''. I see all

around me hap])y ; the L'randfatlirr-tu-l.c lias liccome a child
again, tresj)a-sin;.^ on the ^Tandcliild's place; the father wcar<
a grave and anxious iook : they are all mo~t attentive to me,
all talk of the Joy of being a mother. Alas! I alone remain
cold, and T dare not tell you how dead I am to all emotion,
though I affect a little in order not to damp the genera!
satisfaction. But with you I may he frank: and I confe->
that, at my present stage, motherlK.od i> a mere affair of the
imagination.

Louis was to the full as much surpri>ed a> I. Does not
this sh(nv how little, unless by his impatient wishes, the
father counts for in this mattery Chance, my dear, is t!ie

sovereign deity in child-bearing, ^[y doctor, while maintain-
ing that this chance works in harmony with nature, does not
deny that children who are the fruit of passionate love are
bound to be richly endowed both jihysically and mentallv,
and that often the happiness which shone like a radiant star
over their birth seems to watch (ucr them through life. It

may be then, Louise, that motherhood reserves joys for you
which 1 shall never know. It may be that the feeling of a
inother for the child of a man whom she adores, as voii adore
Felipe, is different from that with which she regards the
oiTspring of reason, duty, and desperation I

Thoughts such as tiiese. which I bury in my inmost heart,
add to tlie prewcupation only natural to a wonuui soon to be
a mother. And yet. as the family cannot exist without chil-
dren, I long to speed the moment from which the jovs of
family, where alon(> I am to find my life, shall date "their
beginning. At present I live a life all expectation and nivsterw
except for a sickening ])hysieal discomfort, which iio'doubl
serves to prepare a woman for sufTerinjr of a difTerent kind.
I watch my symptoms: and in spite of the attentions and
thoughtful care with which I.ouis' anxiety surrounds me,
1 am conscious of a vague unea.siness, mingled with the
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nausea, the distaste for food, and almnnniil lon.Lnntrs coninidii

Id my condition. If I am to speak candidlv, I must confess,

at the risk of disgusting you witli the wlu.Ie luisiness. to an

incomprehensible craving for rotten fruit. My husliand goes

to .Marseilles to fetch the finest nranges tlic world produces

—

from Malta, Portugal, Corsica—and these I don't touch.

'I'hen 1 hurry there myself, sometimes on foot, and in a

little back stre<.'t, running down to tlie hariior. clo.-e to the

Town Hall, I find wretched, half-putrid oranges, two for a

s(Mi, which I devour eagerly. The iiluish. greenish shades on

the mouldy parts sparkle like diamonds in my eyes, they are

flowers to me; I forget the putrid odor, and find them de-

licious, with a piquant llavor, and stimulating as wine. My
dear, they are the first love of my life I Your passion for

Kelipe is nothir.g to this! Sometimes 1 can slip out secretly

and tly to Marseilles, full of passionate longings, which grow

more intense as I draw near tiie street. I treml)le l(\«t the

woman should be sold out of rotten oranges ; I pounce on them

and devour thetn as I stand. It seems to me an ambrosial

food, and yet I have seen Tjouis turn aside, unable to bear

the smell. Then came to my mind the ghastly words of Ober-

inann in his gloomy eV'gy, which I wish I had never read.

"Roots slake their thirst in foulest streams." Since 1 took

to this diet, the sickness has ceased, and 1 I'eol much stronger.

This depravity of taste must have a meaning, for it -eems

to l)e part of a natural process and to l)e common to most

wr)men, sometimes going to most extravagant lengths.

When my situation is more marked. 1 shall not go beyond

!lie grounds, for I should not like to be seen uniier these

circumstances. I have the greatest curiosity to know at what

jir(>cise moment the sense of motherhood begins. It cannot

possibly be in the midst of friditful suffering, the very

thought of which makes me shudder.

Farewell, favorite of fortune! Farewell, my friend, in

whom I live again, and through whom I am able to picture

io myself this brave love, this jealousy all on fire at -^ look,

these whisperings in the ear, these joys wliich create for

w.
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proiiiiso, in

not conroMl

tiino. I w;n

This stippri)

not tlic >ov-

wonion. as it wore, n new atnio.plu.r,.. a new (lavli<xht. frc^'i
lifo! Ah! pot. I too iiri<l(rst;iti(] love. Dun't uva'rv of tcllin^'
nic ovcrvthin-. Kcrp f;iitlifiil to our IioihI.

m_v turn, to s|)arc von nothing'.

Nay— to coucluil,. jn ail scrious^noss [ wil
from you that, on rcadiri- your letter a seeoiu
poized witli a dread whieh I could not >hake olF.

love seems like a ehallenire to Provideii,,.. \Vi|
crei-n master of this earth. Calamitv, take unihra.r,. jf „„
place ho left for him at your tVast r What nii-htv ed,fi,.o of
fortune has he not overthrown- Oh! L,,uiso, for-et not i-
all this happiness, your praver- to (;od. .)o j:.M,d 1„> kind
and mereiful

: let your mod, .pat ion. if it mav he. avert disaster
Kc'li^non has meant muoh more to me ^inee I left the <-onveiit
and sime my marripp.; hut y,u,r Paris new> contains no men-
tion of It. In your glorification of Feli,H.. it seems to ni-
you reverse the sayin^^ and invoke (iod less than His saint

But. after all. this panic is .,nlv excess of affection You
go to church to-other. I do not douht. and do <rood in secret
The close of this letter will soon, to von vorv priunfive I ex-
pect, hut think of the too ea-er friendship which promi.K
these fears-a friend>hip of the tvpe of La FM,ntaine's whirh
takes alarm at dreams, at half-form..,!, mistv id,.as. You ,],-
serve to lie happy, since, throujrh it all, von still think of me
no loss than I think of you. in inv monotonous lifo which
thon-h it lacks color. i< vet not omptv, and, if uneventful"
IS not unfruitful. God hless you, then

'

XXIX

M. DE l'estorade TO tiif: rai?oxxe de maci-mer

Dfrniiber 1825.

Madame.—Tt is the de^ir.^ of mv wife that vou should not
earn first from the formal announ,., tnent of an event which
has nile,] u> with joy. I{en,'e ha< juvf -ivon hirth to a fine hov
whose hai.tism we are postnoniu- till vour return to f'hante-

,4
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,ir-. IJciu'-c and I Ixiih carinsily ImiH' that you may then

, Miir a< far as La Crainiiailr. ami will cuiwriit to art as j^od-

..itlicr todiir tir-tlMini. In tin.- hnjic, 1 have had liim plact'd

1:1 tl:i' ri'L'istci- under the naiiic nf Arniand-Louis di' I'Ksto-

Oiir dear licnrc >utlVrcd niuch. hut l)nri> it witli an;ri'lic

lanriicc. ^'ou. \vli" knnw her, will easily nnder-tainl that

•'!• ;;.--iiraiiee "f liriii^iiii: !ia|i|iine-s to us all sujiportud hor

'iroiiLfh this I ryinu' apprenticeship to motherhood.

Wiihout indulLMiiu' in the more or les~ ludicnuis oxaptrera-

• III- to wliieli the novel sensation of ix'in;: a father is apt
• •j:\\v rise. I may tell you ttiat little Arnumd is a heautiful

fant. and you will have no dillieulty in helievinir it wlien

1 ,,dil that he ha- iJeiiee's features and eyes. So far, at least,

- Lfives proof of intelli^renee.

'Tin- phy>ician and aeeoueheur a-sun> u< that Tienee is no\r

'.lite out of dan;:er ; and as she is proviii" an adiuirahle nurse

Xatnro has endowed her -o L'enerously !—my father and I

•' ahle to j:i\e fi'ee rein to dur joy. Madame, may I he al-

''iAfd to express the hejie that tin- joy, ^-o \i\id and intense.

uliich has broujrht fresh life into our liou>e. and has ehan;red

•''.'• face of existence for my dear wife, may ere lonij be

;. "urs?

Kenee has had a suite of rooms prepared, and I nidy wish

! could make them worthy of our <xuests. But the cordial

'r'endliness of the reci'ption which awaits you may perhaps

,:i''ne for any lack of splendor.

I have heard from Renee. nu-dame. of your kind thoutrht

!!i re.srard to us. and I take tliis op[)ortunity of tliankin^;

yon for it, the mor(> .irladly hecause nothini: could now he

:.i"re appropriate. The iiirth of a Lrrandson has reconciled

!'iv father to sacrifices which hear hardly on an old man. Tie

ias just houizht two estates, and T<a C'rampade is now a prop-

ir'y with an annual rental of thirty thf)usand franc-. Mv
•"iiher intend< askin,:r the Kino'** permission to form an en-

'liled estate of it ; ami if you are ;rood enoufrh to iret f'T him
he title of which you spoke in your la.st letter, you will have
'ilreadv done much for vour codson.



2(50 LET'lKliS op TWO HHIDKS

For my pnrt. I -hal! r.irry ,mii vmir Miu'-c-t i..n solely with
the object of lirii.i:,,.- ym, atHl llc,„V m^r,.,!,,.,- ,lnrin- the
M^sions of the Chiirnher. I ani wnrki,.- hard will, the^vieu-
of Lecomin- whal i< .-ailed a sixviali-i, Ii„t nmhin.r e.,,,!,]

irive n,e,trreater,.,ien„ra,i:..„ient m niv lalm,-. than llu- iI„>u-1h
that y.Mi will take an iritere<t in inv little Aniiaiid. Come
then, we heir nf yoii. and With vuur heautv and voiir ^race'
your playfui fancy and yo„,- nn|,|e .,.,,1. ',,,,,,., ,l,„ p,"rt

„.'

-ood tairy to ,ny so,, and h.MP. V„„ will tln,>. nmdanic.
add undyin.i: frratitiide to the nsprct fiil i-e-a,-,l of

Your very humble, obedient -ei'vant.

Lons DK l'Kstorade.

XXX

t i

i •

LOUISE DE MACt-.MEU TO liK.NEE DE l/ESTf>RADE

.hrnicinj IS'ifi.

Maci'whh has just wakened me. darlin-. with vo,ir husband'^
letter. First and fonmiost— Yes. We shall be -oin^r u,
Chanteplenrs about th.. en.l of April. To „ie it will be a nUin-
up of pl.>as„re to travel, to see yo„. and to be the irochnoth.T
of your first child, I must, please, have Macunier for God-
father, lo take part in a cenMnonv of the Chuich with an-
other as my partner would be hateful to me. Ah ! if vou could
see the look he j^ave me a< I said this, vou woubl know what
store this sweetest of lovers sets on his wife'

'I am tlie more hint on nur vi.-itini: Fa C'rampade to-
frether. Felipe.-' I went on. '-bt'cause ] mi.L'ht have a cldld
there. I too. you know, would be a mother! . And
yet, can you fancy me torn in two between vou and the infan;

''

To l)e<rin with, if I -,,„ anv creature—weiv it even mv own
son—takin- my place in vour he;irt. i e.uildn't answer for
the conseijuence-.. :\redea may have been n^dii after all. The
Greeks had sonie i^ood notions!"
And he laughed.

mm
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So, iny swoetlifiirt. you have the fruit without the flnwor^

;

1 iho tlowers without tho fruit. 'I'lir (uutrast in our lives

yi.ii hold- ^'00(1. Bi'twccn tlic two of u^ w.' havf suroly

i-iMUL'h iihilosophy to liml ilio ini-ral of it souif day. Bah!

,,iiK ten inoiith> married: Too soon, you will admit, to tiivc

;;[. hojic.

We aiv loading: a ^'ay. yet far ffom rmpty life as is the

wav with liappy people. Tho days are never lom: eiimiirh for

1, , Society. seeiiiLT me in the tranpiiiiis <>i a married woman,

|,nriieiinee.s the Baronne de Maeumer m;;e!i prettier than

|...,ii.-e de Chaulieu : a luippy love is a most beeominu^ cosmetic.

\Vii-!i Felipe and I drive alou- the rhai:ips-K!y.-ees in the

Mi-ht suusliiue of a crisp .'aniiary day. IxMieatli the trees,

fr.-^teil with clusters of while ^lal^, aud l.ue all I'aris on the

-j,..! where last year we mei with a <:ulf hetween us. tlie eon-

tra.-t calls tip a Ihou-aiid fam-ies. Supjiox-. after all. your last

l.iier should be ri^rht in its forecast, and we are too pre-

.-aiiiptuous I

if I am i<:norant of a mother's joys, you shall tell me about

iiuiii; I will learn by sympathy. But my ima.Lrination ean

jidure nothing'- to e(|ual the rapture of love. Vou will laujrh

a; inv e.xtrava^Miice ; l)Ut. 1 a>>ure yo\i. that a ilozen times in

a- many months the !on,i:in^^ has seizeil me to die at thirty,

will].' life was still untarnished, amid-^t the mses of love, in

•
:
• endiraee of passion. To l)id faiewell to the feast at its

i'!;,ditest, before disai)poiiitment has come, havinir lived in

:'':> sunsliine and celestial air. and well-ni.L'h <pent myself in

i-\e. not a leaf droi»])ed from my crown, not an illusion per-

-•i.d in my heart, what a dream is there! Think what it

.'.'iiild be to tjear al)Out a youn.i: heart in an a'_'ed Itodv. to see

'::!v cold, duiid) faces around me. where even stram:<'rs used

^' -mile; to be a wortiiy matron! ("an Hell have a worse

: 'lure!''

On this very subji^'t, in faet. Felii^e and T have had our ilrst

luarrel. I contended that he ouszlit to luive siiiririent moral

-treiiL'-th to kill me in my -^leep when 1 have reached tliirtv.

^" that I might pass from one dreaui to another. The wretch
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•leclincd. I tliroat^ncj t,, !,avr Inn. iiln,,.- in iho worlrl anil
poor chil.l. h.. turn..! al.iir ,,- a ^ (. Mv .|, ar. this .listin-
giiishcd Stat. -Ill, III i- until, T iim-iv ii,,r l.s.- tliaii a lialiv It N
in.Tcdible what youth an.] sin,pli,-„v hr .ontnvr.rtn hi,],-
awnv. Now ih.,i I ,,|Iou invM.ir to think aioi„| with him a> i

«lo with yua, ,.,n,l Inn,, no ....ivts iVon, him, uv are alu'avs
fjiviii-- ,.,i,!i other surpri-^i's.

D.Mr R,n-.,.. I-Vhj„. aii.l Lr,„i-o. th,- pair of hnvrs, want
to M.nd a i.r,.>..nt to th.. umn- moth.-r. W,. wonl,] like t.,

pot. somcthnii: that wmhl -iv v.ui pl,.a<ur,.. and w.- don't
i^har(> th.- popuhir last.- for s,irpris,.s ; so i,.ll m,. ,|„i„. frankly
p.oas.'. what you woiil,! lik,.. It ouLdit t,> h,. sonu-thinir whi.'h
would re.-all us to you in a pl,.a~ant uav. somothin- whuii
you u-,|] UM. ,.v,.ry ,h,y, ami whul, u-.m^t uvar out with Us,.
111,. iiR.al win,.!, with us is mos, ,.|„,,.rful an,i fri,.mllv is
un,.,. and th.-ivfoiv th,. id..a o.-.-urr,.,] to m,. of a spJnal

luiH-ii,.,ni s,.rvi,r. ornaiii..nt,.,i uilh fl-uns of hahi(.s If voii
approv.. of tliis, let me kn,)w at ..iic..; for it will have to h,-
orduvd imme.liately if wv an. to hrii^r jf. i.,,r,-, ,,^jj^j, .^^^^

gomlemon of far t,)o mu.h importance to be hurried Tliis
will be my ofT,.rin;r to Lueiiia.

Farewell, dear nursin^r ,„otli,.r. May a!! a mothpr's ,leli-ht.
be yours! I await with impati..n<... your first l.-tter, which will
tx-ll me all about it. I hop,.. Some of th,. ,l,.,ails jn your
husbands l,.tter went to mv lu'art. Poor l!..n,-.e, a moth.-r
has a u.ayy price to pay. 1 will t,.ll my ....Isoa how dearly he
must love you. Xo end of love, my sweet one

I

1 1

XXXI

RENEE DE L'ESTOIi.\nE TO LOflSE DE MACUMER

It is nearly five montlis now since baby was born and not
once, dear heart, have I f.Mind a sin.^,." moment fo'r writinrr
tfl ,vou \\h,.n you ar.. a mother yourself, you will bo more
ready to excuse nu' than you ar.. now; for you have puni^h-1

?; S *
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nv a little bit in making' your own l.ti('r> -o f'^w ami far Im'-

Iwii'ii. Do write, iiiv (hirliiiLf ! 'IV'll nir of your p!rM«-

i.iv 'in thr liluf :i- liriu'lilly ;i- \.iii |i|cii-r, it will u lurt

i;i.-, for 1 am liapp) now. haiijiior lliaii yoii can iiiiairi' .

i Went in >tatc to tiio pari^li ( liunh I'' ii'ar the Ma<> for

r. r'Vcrv from cliiliHiirtli. as is the iii-tom in ilio old fainilies

' |'r(i\rncc. 1 was -ii|i]>oric(l on <iihi|- -idc !iy llio two vraml-

f,iii,.|-^— Loni>" father ami my own. No\c, hail I kiidt liofure

(ioil with such a tlooj of jfratilinio in mv heart. I haw <o

!i;iirh to tell you of, «) iiiaiiy foflini.'- to dr-irilM'. that I dnn't

Iviiow where to lK'i.'iii ; hut from amidst these i-onfn-ed memo-

r • -. one ri.-e> di-tinctly, that of my prayer in the ehureh.

When I found myself tran.^formed into a .jnyfnl mother,

'>n tlie verv spot where, as a L'irl. I had tremhled for niy

fi,;ure. it seemeil to my I'am v that the V'lru'in on the altar

'."<\\i-i] her head and pointed to the infant Cliri-t. who smiled

t me! Mv heart full (d" pure and liea\eidy love. I held out

i.!l!e .Annand for the ]>riest to bless and hatlie. in anliei|>atioii

' f the re;.'ular baptism to come later. But you will see us

: '.'ether then, .\rmand and me.

Mv child—see how readily the word rome?. and indivd

till re is none -sweeter to a. mother's heart and mind or on her

!iii~—well, tlu'ii. dear <hil(l. during: th<' la-t two months I

r,M-d to drai: myself wearily and heavily about the irardens,

n-it reali/:in,L'' yet how preeious wa.s the burden. >pite 'if all

liie discomforts it hroii,i:ht I I wa.~ haunted by forebodin^rs

.-o crioomy and jrhastlv. that they irot the betti>r even of eiiri-

'-ity; in vain did I n'ason with myself that no natural fiine-

non could he so very terrible, in vain did 1 pietiire tln' de-

'jhts of motherhood. My heart made tio re-pon-e even to

i'" thoufrht of the little one. who announced hini.^elf by lively

e'-:inij. 'iltat is a sensation, dear, which mav tie welcome

iien it is familiar: but as a novelty, it i~ more -tran^'^e than

easing. I speak for myself at least : you know I would never

'rect anythinir 1 diil not really feel, and I look on my child

.' a gift straisrht from Heaven. For one who saw in it

i.ther the iniaire of the man she loved, it miL'ht I)e difTerent.

J

i
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tlii' (l;irkrn'*'i ; my heart mid .-niii, my iiiiut -elf—a ?i'lf f hiul

ii. \, r l.ii'iwii iHt'iirc— relit tlii' riivelni f u'l'^'iiiy siilTtTiii^,

,1- .1 iluwcr liiir-i> il> -luMih /it tli- lir-t wiirm ki-;-; nf tlit>

Mill, at til'' iiiiiiiiciit wlifii till' litlli' uificli I'a-tciii'(l iiri my
!i;cii^t ami ;-iiiKfil. Nut I'Mii till- -rn-atii>ii n\' \\u- (lii!(i"> t'lrst

(TV v\a- so i'M|iii-ii(' as this. 'I'lii> i- llu' (la«n nt' motlnThniKl,

ill,-, IS till' Fiat III.!-'

ilrrc is ha|iiiim'>-, joy iin'tTaMi'. tiHm-li it comes not with-

• <]:\ jpaiiirs. ( ili ! my swcri jealous -niij. Iiow you will reli-!i

.1 ile'l'.'ilt wlliell e\i~ls oilh for oiir-el\e-. llie ellllil, ailll Ooij I

r.if lliis tiny ireaturt' all kiiowlni'.'e i.- sumiiicil up in its

I'.i.ilier's hrea-t. This is the one hriirlit spot in it~ world.

t'luanl- which its puny strciiL'th ,L'oes forth. Its ihouirhts

chi.-ter loiiiiil this s|irii)L: of life, which it haves diily to

-licp. and whither it return- on wakiiiu'. fts lips havp a

-uceines^ hevond word-, and their pre--ure i- at onee a pain

and a deliirlit, a deliL'ht which hy every e\ce,- hecomes pain.

• :• a pain which eulminates in deli;_dit. The sensation which

ri-es from it, and which penetrate s to the verv core of my lifo,

li. lilies iill dcM'riptioii. It seems a sort of ( cut re whence a

myriad joy-hearinir rays j:laddeii the heart and .-oul. To boar

a child is nothing'': to n(uiri.-li it i- hirih renewed everv- hour.

< >h I Louise, there is no caros <>\' lover with half the power of

those little pink hands, as they -tray aljout, seeking: whereby

lo lay hold on life. .\nd the infant Lrlaiices. now turned upon

ilic breast, now raised to meet our own I What dreams eonio

ti us as wo watch the clinjzini; niirslinirl All our powers.

'Oicther of mind or iiodv, are at its service; for it we breathe

and thiid'C. in it our lonizintrs are more than -ati-flcdl The
^^v(•ct sensation of warmth at tin' heart, which llie sound of his

!'r-t cry broiiLdit to iiu—like the lirst ray of >unshine on the

' irth—came a.i:aiii as I felt the milk llow into his mouth.

r.iraiii as his eyes met mine, and at llii.~ moment I havi^ felt

; niicc. more as his first >iiiile uMve token of n mind workin<^

vithin— for he has laughed, my dear! .\ lauixh. a plance,

I bite, a cry—four miracles of i:ladness which l'o straJL'ht to

t'ec heart and strike chords that respond to no ofher touch.

i

'^f
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Ih-M

A chilli i> III. I i.. ..Ill- 1„ ,iii -tnii::-. .- iln- -[ilirn'^ jirc link..,!

to tiiiir irc.iii"'
; ui' I ;i II I ml ilmik "I' (Joij r\, ciit n- ii mi)tli<T\

heart \vi ii lai'jr.

It is "III;.- Ill ihr act nf inirMiiLT llnit a uuni.iii realize- li. r

"H'tln'rl I 111 \i.|lile ami laii^'ililr |'a-li;nii; it is a jus ,,|'

everv iiiMinriii. 'I'll,, milk l,ri.,iiie- ilr-Ii li,|',i|v ..ureve.-: it

bl()»i)ln- inlu ill,. Iij,- ,,f tllMM. ilelu.ne lloWiT-llke lillL'er-i: it

expaniN in iriidrr, I ran-paivnt nail-: ii -|.im- tin' -ilkv
ire.v-r-: 11 khk- III ihi hllle |',.,.t. <t||' |h,,„. haiiv leel. \v':V

plilihU Ihr.v talk Ii. II.-: Ill thi'Ill the rlllM tiiiil- Its lit--,

lan<:iiiip'.

\es. Li.iii-e. tiiir-iiii: i- a imrarle nf t raii-t'Mriiiatinri ^.'oiml'

on befnlV nlieV l.eW I |,le|v, [ rVe-. '|'||,,-e ,|-|,.-. thrv :;,, tiryniir
heart, ami imi \uiir ear-; llm-,. -imluej eves ami lips, tlm-,.

pIiin^iiiiLT feet. tl|,.v -peak 111 wnril- uhhh .(,ii|,| mil |„. plainer
if (i(l(l traeeii tlieiil h. fen. vuli in letter^ of lire! What el-e
is there ill ihe wurlil to ,are al.oiii - The father? Whv. you
colli,! kill Iiiiii if he ilnaiiieil ,,f wakiii;: the hahv ! .Inst as
the chiM IS the \\,,rM to n-. -,, ,],, u,. -laml alone in the worlil
for the eliil '. Til,. -We,. I eon-eioii-iie.-s ,,l' a eoninioii life is

anipK' reiDinpen.-e for all the tronhle anil siitrerini:-— for siif-

ferinfr there is. ILaveii -ave y.ui. Loiii-,.. from ever knowiiii,'
tho maiLUiiin^' aL'oiiy of a wonml uhieh L'apes afresh with
every pie-snre of ro-\ lips ami i- >o hanl to heal— ihe heaviest
tax perhaps iiiipn-,,1 ,,n heaiity. Fur kiiow. Louise, and he-
ware I it vi-il- only a fair ami delicate skin.

My lillle api. ha- in live nionili- developed into the pn>ttio-t
(larlin.ir that oVer mother hathed in tears of j,,v. washed,
brn.-hed, eomhed. and made -marl: for (iod knows what
unwearied care we lavi-h upon tlie-e tender hlossnm.s ! ."^o

my monkey ha- ceased toe\i-t. and hehold in his stead a hnh,/,
as my Kn-li-h iiur^e sav>. a re^rnhir pink-and-white h;:h'v.'

He crit^s verv little Pio now. for he i- conscious of the lev.

iK'stnwed "11 him
: imleed. [ hardlv rvry l,.ave him. and I striv-

to w-i[) him riiiiid in the at inosphfTe of mv love.

Dear. I have a feelinir now for f.oiiis which is not love,
but which oiiidit to he the crMwn of a woman's love where it"
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(.Ai-tr Nay. 1 illll IP.t -IIH' whrtll'T tlli- hinirr t'Mli.llii
.
lili^

!iii.-t!l.-li ;jratilu.!i-. i- ikH -ii|i.TiMr \n Imm-. i-"n«!ii ;ill that

,,,i| liilSc lulil nil' nf il. (Icir prl. I -.itll.r 111. II !n\r llil- -nlllt'-

•hiiii: tfrril.lv .ailhl> al.Miit it. wliil-i .1 -iimiii n| \\>>\\ \H'1\

• .r;!if- tlin alT.ctiMii a happy ninihrr frrl- I'm- tlir authnr of

h." t'ar-rrachiii;: anil iiulnnn;: ji'\-. A ni"tlii'r'- ha|i|niif>,' is

,1 licai'iin. li'jliliii.: up lln' I'liiiiiT, Imi p'lh'itiil al->> "U thi>

,
:-: in the .irui-i' *>\ r"nil inrMinnr^.

Tlu' ojil I'K-ldi-.iiir ami In- -"n liavr nidp'uvrr n -hmhltMl

ihi'M- ih\(ili"n til nil' ; I am likr a niu pii-nri tn tlii>in. I'^MTy

Mn.' llic\ M'f iiic and >p('ak Id nir, it 1- uiih a frr-h Imliday

..\. uliich tniirhi- nif (licply. 'I'lu- .L'ramlfalluT lias, I

\. rilv hi'lifvc. luriii il chilil a:;aiii: In- Imik- at inr ailiiiirin,t,'ly.

;i!hI the tirst tilllf i cainr dnWIl t" llltli h \\r Wa- mnVfd tn tlUfS

Il -If int' eating' and -iicklin;: thr rliild. 'I'hc inni-turf in

li;i-r drv (lid I'vc.-. ^t'licrally cxiuv,— i\r mily nf avaricf. was a

'A..i!ilcrt'iil fonihirt to inc. I h'lt that hr )j;o<id .-niil ( riicrcd

litn my joy.

A- for Louis, he wmild -hout aloud to thf tr.Ts nnil sinncs

<': the hiirhwav that In- has a -on; and \\r >pi'nil- whole

iiii'irs watchiii;: your >ir('piii;r ;:od-iin. He iloos unt know,

h.i >avH, whfii he will ^tow ii-.mI to it 'rin-.' cMniva'.'ant

rMircssions of diliLiht -hnw ini' how irrcat musl ha\,' hccii

'li.'ir fiMi-s htdoivhaiid. Loni- ha- conlidid in inc that lie

•..id hcliovcd him-i'lf conilcinnrd to hi' ilnldic--. Toot frllnwl

iir lias all at oini' di'\<'lop''d vrry mm h. and h«' work- rvi-ii

ImpIit than ho did. 'I'lu' fathor in him has (piicknifd his

,'.:iiiiition.

For iiiysidf. dear sonl. I lto'v h.ippior and happier even-

iLomrnt. Kach hour croato- .a fiv-h tio hctwivn the inotluT

and lu-^r infant. The very nature of my feeling's prove- to

Ml- that they are normal, permanent, and indestruefihle ;

^hcre;is I -jirewdiv >n-pect lovr. fur in-tanee, nf Ih-miu' in-

;erimtt"nt. Certainly it is not the same at all moments, the

;i .wcrs wliic'h it wcavrs into the weh of life .ire not all nf

e.]ua! hrijrhtncss; love, in -Imrt. ran and mii-t decline. fVit

! iiiothor's love has no fl.h-iide to fear; rather it ^tow- with

i

IS
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the growth of the child's needs, and strenjrthon? with its
strength. Is it not at once a passion, a natural craving, a
feeling, a dnty, a nwessily. a jov? Yes. darling, here is
woman s true sphere. Uvw tlie passion for self-sacrifice can
expend it.self. and no jealousy intrudes.

Here. too. is perhaps the' single point on which society
anfl n;,'ure are at one. Society, in this matter, enforces the
dictates of nature, stren,-thening the maternal instinct bv
adding to it family spirit and the desire of perpetuating a
name, a race, an estate. How tenderlv mu.^t not a woman
cherish the child who has Ja-en tlu' first to open up to her
these joys, the first to call f< rth the energies of her nature
and to instruct her in the grand art of motherhood! The
right of the eldest, which in the earliest times formed a part
of the natural order and was lost in the or- ins of .society,
ought never, in my opinion, to ha\e been questioned. Ah'
hew much a inoihor learns from her child I The constant
protection of a helpl,.ss being forces us to so strict an al-
liance with virtue, that a woman never shov to full advan-
tage except as a mother. Th.>n alone can her character ex-
pand in the fulfilment of all life's duties and the enjoyment
of all Its ideasures. A woman who is not a mother is maimed
and incomplete. Hasten, then, mv sweetest, to fulfil vour
mission Your present happiness will then be multiplied by
the wealth of my delights.

I

23rd.

1 had to tear myself from you becan.se vour sodson wa^ crv-
ing. I can bear his crA- from the bottom" of the crnrden But
I would not let this go without a word of farewell T have
lust been reading over what I have said, and am horrifie.l
to see how vulgar are the feclin-, expressed ! AVhat I feel
every moiI„.r. alas! sinre ,1„. JH.ginnin- must have felt I sup-
pose HI the same way. an<l put into tli.> same words. You
^vill r.ugh at. me. as w.. do at the naVve father who dilates on
bo Ijeaufy and cleverness of bis (of ,.,„„-.,>) .p.ito excep-

tional ofTspnng. R,.t tb,> refrain of mv letter darlin- is
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this, and I repeat it : I am as happy now as T used to be

miserable. This <,Tanj:e—and is it not goinj: to be an estate,

a family property?—has become my land of promise. The

ilrsiTt is past and over. A thousand love-, davlin;; pet. Write

to me, for now I can read without a tear the tale of your

h;ipi>y love. Farewell.

XXXTI

MME. DE AIACtniER TO M.ME. VV. L ESTORADE

March 1826

Do vou know, dear, that it is more than three months since

1 have written to you or heard from you? 1 am the more

<:uilty of the two, for 1 did not reply to your last, but you

(|'in"t stand on punctilio surely?

Macumer and 1 have taken your silence for consent as re-

puds the baby-wreathed luncheon service, and the little

ilhTubs are starting this morning for Marseilles. It took

si\ months to carry out the design. .\n<l so when Felipe

j!>ki'd me to come and see the service before it was packed,

1 -luMcnly waked up to the fact that we had not inter-

i lianged a word since the letter of yours which gave me an

iii.~ight into a mother's heart.

-My sweet, it is this terrible Paris—there's my excuse.

Wiiat, pray, is yours? Oh I what a whirlpool is society!

I'iJn't I tell yoii once that in Paris one must be as the

I'arisians? Society there drives out all sentiment; it lays

ail inibargo on your time: and unless you are very careful,

sii'in cats away your heart altogether. What an amazing mas-

!' ijiiece is the character of Celimene in Molicre's Lc Misun-

Ihrojiij.' She is the society woman, not only of Louis XIV.'s

iniie. but of our own. and of all, lime.

Whce should I be but for my brcast]>late—the love I bear

l''li[)e? This very morning 1 told him. as the outcome of

;!:'>(• reflections, that he was my salvatiou. If my evenings
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are a continuo.is n.iin.l of parties, balls, concerts, and
tlicatrc^., at iii.-hl inv liran rxpaiid- apiiii, and is ln-aLd of
th." wdiin.ls rcc.-iv,',! m the umld \,y the deli^dits of the pas-
sionate love uliicii await my return.

I dine al liunH' only when we have friends, so-called, with
ns. jind -p.iid the aftei-nor,!! there only on niv day, 'for I

have a. day now- \Vedne>day--for reeeivini:. I'have' eniend
tlie li~ls with Mine.. d-K-par.l and de Maufriirneu-e. an.)
with ihe old l)nelie->e ,]v l,enoneourt. and niv house has ih,.

reputation .d' hein- a very lively ,,„e. I allowed ,„vself to
heeome the fa-hion. heeau>e I >aw how niiieh pleasure my
sucivss -ave Fe|i])e. My iiiornin;:> are ln>: from four in tin-

afternoon till two in the mornin- ! helon.Lr to Paris. Macii-
nier makes an admirahie ho>t. witty and diirnified. p.-rfeet ia
coi:rtesy. and uiih an air of tval distinction. N'o woman
conk! help loMiii: Mi,h a hu-hand even if she had chosen him
without eoii>iiliin,u' lier heart.

:\ly father and nioih.'r have l,d"t for Madrid. Louis XYIII
bein- out of the way. the Dmiiess had no diiliculty in o(,-

tainin.ir imni our -o<Kl-natiired Charles \. the appointment of
her fa.( matin- poet: >o he is carried olT in the capacity of
attache.

My hrother, the Due de Rhetore. <leii:ns to recoimize nu-
as a person of mark. As for my youn-er hroth.T. the Comte
de Chanlieu. this huekram warrior owes me everlasting .rrati-
tude Before my father left, he spent mv fortune in'iu^iuir-
ing for the Count an estate of fortv thousand francs a vear
entailed on the title, and his marria-e with .Mile, de Mo,i-
sauf, an h.'iress from 'I'luiraine. is definit.dv arran<vd The
King, m ordei to pre~..rve the nam.' and titles of the de
Lenon.-onrt and de Civrv familu.s from extinction is to
confer these, together will, the armorial hearin-s, bv patent
on my hrotluT. C.^riainlv i(. would luAvr have done "to allow
these two hne names and their splendid nrntfo. Fminn temper
inon.tramus. to perish. .Mile, d.' Mortsanf. who j. .^rand-
daughter an.l sole he,re>. of the Due de Lenoneo-irt-Oivrv.
will. It 16 said, inherit altogether nu.re tlian one hundred

m
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thousand livros a year. The only stipnlatioTi my father has

iK.iile is tliat the (le Chaulieii arms -linnid a|i[iear in the

iiiin- "t" tlie (Ic licnonrMiiirt (•scul( hen!). Thus my lirother

will !m' Due tic Lcnnncdiiri, 'I'lie yminL'' ile Mnrt-aut'. to

'.v'p'iu (•verytliin,ij: would othenvise i,'o, is in llic !a.-t -ta;:e of

. ii-uinplion ; liis death is looked for evny dav. The mar-

n;i::i' will take ])iace next winter wli. ii the family are out of

t: -liniinir. I am told iJiat I shall ha\i' a i liarmiiiLT si~ter-in-

:.iu in Mile, de Mortsauf.

So you see that my father's reasoniiiir i^ ju^tififd. The
nuiiome of it all has won me many eomplimonl.-, and mv
ii.arria^e is explained to everyhody"- satisfaetion. To com-
I'ii'tc our success, the I'riiice de 'I'alleyrand. out of atfretion

! r my grandmother, i^i showinix himself a warm friend to

'»!.iiumer. Society, which hejran hy criticisirii: me, has now
: ,!"( d to cordial admiration.

Ill short, I now reijjrn a (pieen whore, hanly two vears apo,

I v,;m an insignificant item. ^laeumer liud< himself t]it> oh-

.

! of universal envy, as the hu-hand of "the most (hanning
:::an in Paris.'' .\t Ica-t a scoi'e of women, as vmi know,
• always in that proud po>ition. Men murmur sweet thingsi

;i my ear, or content themselves with greedy glances. This
I li^rtis of longing and admiration is so soothing to one's

Mity, that 1 confess I hegin to understand the iineon-

.-' i'luahle price women are ready to pay for such frail and
iTi'earious privileges. A triumph of this kind is like strong
' :ie to vanity, selfdove, and all the self-regardiiiu' feelings.

T I pose perpetually as a divinity is a draught so jxuent in

:'- intoxicating effects, that I am no longer surprised to see
'•' .iien grow .^elfish, callous, and frivolous in the heart of

•:: - adoration. The fumes of society niount to the head. You
;-h the wealth of your ."oul and spirit, the treasures of

:r time, the nohlcst efforts of your will, upmi a crowd of

' I'le who repay you in smiie< ami jealousy. 'i"he false coin
<•' their pretty speeches, compliments, and tlatterv is the

"m'v return they give for the solid gold of your courage and
s:u rifices, and all the thought that must go to keep up with-
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out flagfjinp the standard (if hcauty, dro?;.-;, sparkiin<r talk, and
pencral alfahility, You arf perfectly aware liow much ii

costs, and that the whole thing is a fraud, but you cannot
keep out of the vortex.

Ah ! my sweetheart, how one crave? for a real friend I How
precious to me are the love and dev. in of Felipe, and how
my heart goes out to you I .loyfuHy indeed are we prepar-

ing for our move to Chantepleurs. where we can rest from
the eoiuedy of the Rue du Hae and of the Paris drawing-
rooms. Having pist read your letter again. I feel that I can-

not hetter d(>serihe this demoniac paradise tlian l)y saying that

no woman of fashion in Paris can jiossihly be a goixl mother.

Good-bye, then, for a short time, dear one. We shall stav

at Chantepleur-i only a week at most, and >hi\]] he with you
about May lOth. So we ,;re actually to meet again after

more than two year>! Wjiat changes since then! Hero we
are. both matrons, both in our promi.-^ed land— I of love, you
of motherhood.

If I havi' not writteii. my sweetest, it is not because T have
forgotten you. And what of the monkey godson? Is he still

pretty and a credit to me? He must be more than nine
months' old now. I should dearly like to be present when he

makes his firs^ steps upon this earth : but Macunier tells mo
that even precocious infants hardly walk at ten months.
We shall have some good gossips lhen\ and "cut pinafores."

as the Blois folk say. I shall see whether a child, as the say-

ing goes, spoils the pattern.

P '^-—If ,vou deign to reply from your maternal heights,

address to Chantepleurs. I am just off.
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XXXIII

MME. OF. I, ESTOli.VDK TO M^tK. DK AfArrMER

Mv Cuii.D,— If cvor you hceome a iiinthor, you will find out

that it is iiiiftDssihU' to write letters duririir the first two

liidiiilis (if your mirsiiiLT. Mary, my I']u,irii~li iinr.-e. iiiid I

;irr liotli quite kiioeked u|i. It is trui' I had not tnld you

that I was doteriniiied to do evervtl mi: tinse Before the

(\rnt I had with my own tiuLrer- sruii the baby clothes and

lered and edired with lace the litth* eap<. I am a shive.eiiii'i'oK

ny [K t. a slave dav and niulit

Tm 1)e<nn wi til, Ma>tiT Armand-I.iini~ takf- liis meals when

pli'a.-es liim. anu that h alwa\

uiLri'd, washed, ami dressed.

tliiii hr ha< often to b

ni~ mnt ii-r 1^ SI

w.itrliinLT hini asleeji. (d' sinirinLr soriL's tn him. <if

fond of

walking

iei about in Iut arms on a line dav. ibat ~!io ha> little time

to attend to hersi If. In ^liort. what -o(a( tv 1 las been to

mv elii Id- -our child—has been to nie

cannot tell vou how ful and ncli mv life has becnmo.

aiid I lonjr for your comin.;: that you may see for yourself.

Tfi" oidy thinir is. T am afraid he will -oon he teethini:, and

I'vish. crying'' baby. So far he has not

rallies onlv crv when
!iai vou will fin (I a pe

il miu h, for I am alwavs at hand. I

Mil ir w ants are not understood, and I am constantlv on the

on t for his. Oh ! mv sweet. mv heart has opened up so

'V!i|i\ Willie vou aHow vours to shrink and ~lirivol at tln' bid-

iliiiu' of society I I look for your comini; with all a hermit's

:"iiL'iitir. I want so much to know what you think of TRs-

'•Tade, just a.s you no doul)t are curious for my opinion of

M niinier.

Write to me from your last resfinir-place. The irentlomen

^v:lIlt to f,'o and meet our di~tini.'iii~lied L^ie-t^. ('ome, (^)neen

'I* I'ans. come to our humble yraii^e, where love at loasl will

iTrrct VOU
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X.WIV

MME. OK MACIMKIJ To rilK VirOMTKsSK m: l/lCSTORADE

Apri/ iny,

Thk name on this iiddn-s will idl you. dear, that my peti-
tion has Ixvn j:ram.ii. ^'onr fatlu-r-in-Iaw i^ now Comto d^
i'Kstoradr. I would not leave I'aris till I iiaij ohfained tli..

jj:rutili(ation of your wi.-hes. and I am writim: in the pn--
onee of the Keeper of th<' Seals, who lias come to toll me that
the patent is sitMied.

(iood-bve l'(jr a short time !

XXXV

THE SAMi: TO THE SAME

Marseilles, July.

T AM ashamed to think how my sudden fli^rht will have taken
you l.y surpri-e. Hut sinee I am ai».ve all honest, and sin-e
I love you not one i,it the le... I ,hall tell you the truth in
four words: 1 am horribly jealous

!

Felipe's eyes were too often on you. You used to havo
little talks to-dher at the foot of Vour roek. which were a
torture to me: and I was fa>t heeomin- irritable and unlik.>
myself. Your truly Spani.^h boauty eould not fail to reenii
to him his native land, and alonp with it :\rarie Heredia ind
I ean be jealous of tho past too. Your ma-nifieent bl'ark
hair, your lovrly dark eys. your brow, where th(> peacof-
joy of mothrrhood stands out radiant airainst tho <ha.]ou-
which tell of ,,a<t suirorin- th.. freshness of vour southern
skm. lar fairer than that uf a blonde likv m<". th,. .plendi>'
lines of vour fiirure. th.. broa^ts, on whieh mv -od.son han^rs
peepincr throui:h the la,v Ijk,. .onie luseious fniit —all tlr's
stabbed me in tho eys and in the heart. In vain did I stick
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oo-jitlf^wPT? in my ciirls. in vniii -^ct <ilT with HuTn'-rolnnMl

r.iiLi.'iis llif tiUiifiifr* (it' my [t.iii' luck-. cMrytliiiiL' !i"ikt'd

ua-lit'il (lilt when HfiuV apiii'iircil—a IJi'ik'-c m» uiiliki.' tlio om?

I
. \;ifcttHl t'l liinl in ymir ii,i-i~.

Tiirn Kolijic made tuo iiiiuli i>i' thf cliild, wlmni I foniul

-r!f bfi^iiminir t<> hato. ^ t^, 1 ((iiit'c-^ it, that •'Nnhi-ranco

itV wliich fills your hoiiM\ makiii;.'' it lmv with ^Imuts and

r:_!iiiT— I wanted it fur my-cit'. 1 nad a iT-i-ct in Macu-

. ;> r\('s. and, unknown U< him. I i in d cixtf it two whole

niiht-. 1 was iniscrahlf in your Inuix'. You an- tun lirauti-

fiii as a woman, too triumiihant as a ninthcr, for int- to t'nduro

M.;:r ((iiiipany.

All I you complained <d' your Int. Ilypoeritel What wmild

vii',i have? L'Estorade i> nmst pre>eiilalilc ; Ik talks widl;

iie has fine eyes; and iiis hlaek hair, dallied with white, is

\frv herominu' ; ids southern manners. t<io, have soiiieihinix

attractive ahdut tiiem. As far as I can make out. he will,

M">ner or later, he elected de[»uty for the Bouclie^^-du-I'lione

;

!P. the Chamber he is sure to conn' to ihe fmnt. for vou can

alwavs count on me to pnuiiote your interests. The sulTerinp:^

^f iiis exile liave given iiim that calm and diirniticd air which

::"< half-wav, in mv opiidon. to luake a politician. I-"nr tlie

'.vhdle art of I'olitics. dear, seem.- to :i!e to cen~i-t in lookim:

.-rrious. At this rate. Maeumer. as I told him. ouLdit cer-

i.iiidv to have a hiirh po-ition in the .-tate.

.\nd so, having completely satisfied my.<elf of your liappi-

I. --. 1 flv ofT contented to my dear Chantepjeurs, where

i I lipe must really achieve his aspirations. I have made up

;!:v mind not to receive you there without a fine iialiy at my
!t' ast to match yours.

•'•hi I know very well T deserve all the epithets yon can

:1 <tt me. T am a fool, a wretch, an idiot. .\]a>! that i-

~t what jealousv means. [ am not ve.xi'd with you. l)ut I

'v ;s miserahle. and you will fori.'-i\o me for escaping' from

V niiserv. Two days more, and I should have made an e\-

'" ^ition of myself; yes, there would have been an outbreak

;

;" vulgarity.

m
m
Li.'*"
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Rut ill jipitc nf I hi- nii^i- L'li.iwiiii: jH niv luart, I am jrlail

to have ciiii ail 111 IllVf -cell \nl| 111 till

U'iintii'iil iin'l hi'i'liiHiil, iM\ Irifiiil -tiil.

all the ah-orpi imi i>l' iii\ luvi' W

I' priilc i)t' your

rfniain voiirs in

t -Min . I'Vi'ii turr at .Mar-cillr^

only a ?lf|i troin Man' ilimr, i l)r;,'in lo iVrl |ii'iiii(l of sou iiriil

of tlif s[i|cii(liil riiiiiliiT that \<iu will make.

il iiw ui'll ymi iiiil;:<i| Mnir vncatimi ! ^'ou mtiu to riio Imrn

I'nr I.lif jiarl of inntiirr ratlirr than of InviT. cxaill \ a-

tlir rcvrr>r I- true of n
•|"

HTi' arr wiiiiirii capa h!i

neithrr. hard-fav nrcil I >r .-illv woiiK'ii. A i.'iiii(l iiinlluT an

a |)a>siitiiatcly Invii:^ uitV have tin- in cKmiiiuii. thai tlnv

botli iii'i'il in tfllii:.'I'lirc ami ilixfclioii .'ViT at liaiid, a

unfailiii'' coiiiriiaiiil ol' <\<t\ unmaiih' art and '^\\u

n.l ail

1 watrhcii yon uill; ni'di I add, -ly pii-s. that I adinircd

you toor Voiii- chililrin will iir ha|i]iv, hut not s|ioilr. with

your tiiii|iriii'<< la|i|iiiii: tln'tn rmind and tln' clear liudit nf

your rca-nii idayiii;.'- softly oil ihciii.

'I'cll Iioni> ihr inilh ahont my lioiiiLT away, hiil find some
decent e\cii-e for ymir fattier-in-law, who ~cem> to act a-

steward for the r-ta.hli.-hiiiriit : and he careful to do the iaim^

for your famih -a true I'roveiical veivion of the Ilarlowc

i|ie docs not vi't know why I left, and he wifamily.

never know. If he a>ks, I shall contrive to lind .-ome eolorahle

})rete,\t, prohahly that yoti were jeahiiH of me I roririve ine

this little coiiventinnal fih.

Good-ljye. 1 write in haste. a,~ I want vou to Lret this at

luncli-time: and the |iostilion. who has undertaken to convey
it to you, is here, refreshinj: liiin.-elf while he waits.

.Many ki.s,ses to my (l(>ar little ^Laxlson. lie sure vmi eonie ti^

Chantepleurs in nctnher. I >hall he alone thi>re all the tiiii"

tliat .Mac'umor is away in Sardinia, where lie is dcsitrnii:,'

jrreat improvemonts in his estate. At least tliat is his p':i:i

for the moment, and his pet vanitv consists in haviuL"- a plan.

Then he ftvis that he has a will <if hi- own, and this makes
hiiu very uneasy wlien he unfolds il to me. (^ood-hyel

1 U i' *
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Tin; TK-OMTF.SSE I)F. l/KSTOIt ADF. TO THE BMtOVNT: DE M ArrMErt

I)i,\i;, \(, Words c:!!! r\i)-('-- till' ii-i uni-luurat nf all our

],,irtv wli.ii. lit liinihrnii. uc wt'iT told that vdii Iiad both

iT'iii''. aiiil, hIkivc iill. '.vhcii I lie |)u-ti'iMii uliu tu.ik ymi to Mar-

N 111. - handrd iiic Muir mad Iclicr. Wliv. naiiirhty cliild. it

•,v;i- v'Mir liaiipiiic", and iiotliiiiL' '•!-•, lliat iiia.li' the thnno

..1' \hn-r talks Ih'Iow tlic rnck. "11 ill'' ••l/)ui-r"" srat. and you

hi.l not thf faiiili'st jnstitifatinn )'oi- (il.jrrtiiiL^ to tlu-ni. In-

.;/•'(///.' Mv sentence on yoii i- tlial yoii return here at my

t'!--t summons. In that Imrrid letter. >( rilililed on tlie inn

j>a|,rr, you did not tell me what would he your next st<i|>ping

[i!a.e; so 1 must address this to ( 'liantejiL^ur-.

I.i-ten to me, deiir si-l^T oj' riiv heart. Know first,

!i:.ii my mind is set on your happin. --. Your hu-l)and. dear

I.oiiise, commands respect, not only l>y hi- natural gravity

aii'i diLmified e\pres-ion. Imt a!-o hocaiise he -omelnnv iin-

iiP'.^es one witli the di>i>th of liis mind and thouirhts. Add

io this the splendid power revealed in his pi.piant plainnoss

iiiid in the fire of jr velwt eye- : and you will under>tand

'Mat it was some littlr liiue hcforc I could meet him on those

• a-v terms which an- almo-t neees-ary for intimate conversa-

!oii. Further. ;his n-an lia- heen Prime Minister, and he

M-'iZes vou; whence It follows that he nnwt he a profound

lii-eiuhler. To lish up >ecrets. therefore, from the rocky cav-

.rns of this diplomatic soul i- a work demanding' a skilful

hii:d no less than a readv hrain. Nevert iU'le-^. I succe"(led

i! hi-t. without rousini: my victim's su-pieion-. in discovi'rini:

'mv thimrs of which vou, my pof. have no ciuiception.

You know that, hetween us two, mv part i- rather that

"f reason, yours of imairination : I p.u'-onifv -ohcr duty, you

-(•kless love. It has piea-ed fate to coniinui- in nur lives

'hi ^-ontrast in character which wa- iinperccptiiile to all ex-

'"pt ourselve.;. I am a -implc c>)untry viscounte--, ver\' am-
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])itious, and in:il !l Ik T t;i-k \<* li-ad !nT familv on th

road to [)rii-|Mrit\ . 'Mi the nthir liand. MaimntT, latf Dtir

(If Soria. Iia- a naiiH' iii t!ii' v\urli|. and \'iii. a diictu-^s liv

ri^dit, r"'i;;n in l'ai-i-, wlini' ii'i'_Miiiiu' i> no I'a.-v rnattor cvoii

for kini:-

(loul)lfd i

\"\\ lia\r ,1 ciiii-idrfalpli' t'lirliini'. wliii'li wd!

f M HiiiiKT larrii'- on t li:^ Ifoircts L'lir

his

ufvc|o[iini.

s ^Tcat f'tatf-^ 111 Sardinia, tlw rrMiiuN >( wliicli arc inat-

tiT nf iiJiuniMn lalk at Mar.-rilli'-. Iirnv, if M.a can, that if

oitlicr ha> a n-hl t n hi' IraJMll-, I

(iod, \vt> lia\i

ship hcvimd rcat h of >

I i- imt yiin. !iiit. thai

linih heart- ^rrncrMU- rimnuh tn |ilaci' our frii'ii

lip iK'Vdnd reach <<\ -uch MiiL'ar |iettinf>s.

I kiHiu' \nu. dear; I kimu that, ere iinw, von are a.-liani

)f havitiLT th'd. Hill dnn't -ii|i|iii-e that VMii r tli:.dit will

ynii from a >iiiele noril of the di^cunrse which I had prepa

fur voiir hciietit tn-dav heiicath the riK k. IJead caref

ave

reil

then. I I ic'lX nt Villi, w hat 1 ir It cuiKcrns V(»u even i

uilv

niifc

floselv than Macunier, thoni,di he al.-H ( nters lariielv into inv

tiernion.

Kir^tIv. niv ilcar. von do not love 1 mil. Before two voar-

are over, you will he .-ick of adoration. Ymi will never look

on Felipe as a liu.-haiid : to you he will alwavs ho the lover

wlioin you ean yilay with, for that i> how all women treai

tl leir loviTs

wor: diip 1

>u do not look up to him, or reveronee

p mill as a woman siio uld the LTod of hiT idolatrv

Yon see, I have made a sliidv of love niv sweet, and more

than once have I taken soundings in the depth of mv own

heart. Now, as the result of a careful dia^mosis of voiir ease.

I can say with confidence, this is not love.

Yes, dear (^ueen of j'ari-, you cannot escape the dost'nv of

all <)ueens. The d;.' will come when you Ion;: to he treated

.IS ii Ii.;,dit-(>"-love. to he mastered and swept ofT your feet liv

a stroiiL' man. one who will not prostrate himself in adora-

tion hefore you. hut will -ei/e your arm rcumhh' in a fit of

jealousy. Macumer loves vmi tw) fondly ever to he ahle either

to re: -\ vou or find fault with VoU. .\ j-iiiixle i^lanee fn

vou. a sin,<rl(> coaxiiiLT word, would melt hi- ^tenie-f re-olution.

Sooner or later, vou will learn to -corn this excessive devo-
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tii>n He sspnils yoii, alas! ju-t a- I u-c.l to spoil yon at the

r..!ivriit. for voii arc a iiio<t licwii. Iiiiii: wnman, and there is

ii ) >-r,i[iing your sircii-likf cliarms.

Wur-i' than all. \oti arc laiidiil, ami it often liapiicns that

iiur liapi'inc-;.* iIi'ih'ikIs on certain social Iiypncrisicn to which

villi Will nc\cr -tniip. {-"iir instance, -ncictv will not tolerate

a frank di-plav of the uil'cV pnuer nvcr Iht liii>l)anil. The

Mii\i iitiiiii i> that a man mii-t IH' icre -Iimw him-elf the

i\.'r "f lii> wife, however pa--i<inale|y he adnres hep. than

;i tnarrieil woman may play tin part of a mi-tress. 'I'iiis rule

i'! In.th disrcL'anl.

In till- fir-! place, my child, fr^un what ynu have vniirsolf

•
,;.i me, it i> clear that the une unpardonaiile .-in in snciety

, III l)e happy. If happiness e\i-is, no one nm-t know of it.

iiiii this is a small pnmt. What -eeiii- to nie important is

ih.it t!ic jHTft'Ct equality which reii'n^ hetwecn lovt>rs on^jrht

" 'ir tn ajipcar in the ca-e nf lnisi)and ami wife, nndcr pain

f inulermini'i;.' (he whnle faliric of snciety and entailing

••
! r;!i!e disasters. If it i> painful to see a man \ ";oin nature

li,i. made a nonentity, Inov much worse is thi tacle of u

'!i:i!i of parts hroii;.'ht to ihat position? Befo very long

\Mii will have reduced Maciimcr tn the mere >hadnw of a man.

lie will cease to have a will and character of his own. and

i'Motiie mere clay in your hand-. You will havo so rom-

;i!i'telv moulded him to your likenes>s, that your household

'.i;il coiisi-t of oiilv one person iii>tead of two, and that one

;".-^iirilv imperfect, ^'ou will reu'rct it hitterly; hut when
..' I;i-t vou deijrn to opcMi your eyes, the cv j] vvill he past cure.

Jin wliat we will, women do not. and never will, possess the

':;:i'itic- which are characleri>Mc of n,cn, ai'd thesi^ qualities

ir.' alisolutelv indispcn-^ahle to family life, .\lready Macu-

"n r, !>liiide(l thoiiL'li he is. ha- a dim fon-liadowinLr of this

"itMre: he feel- hiiiisclf Ic-- a man throiiLdi !i'- love. His

.-t to Sardinia is a pro<if to me that he liopi-: iiy thi.^

••ililiorarv separation to <ileeee(l jn reeoVerillL'' hi- ohl -^elf.

You never scruple to u-e the power which his love hnn

:!.u-ed in your hand. Your position of vantag(> may be read

i

f
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Ah ' but is It |i.i.-ili

hki' a iriiiii will) - Ii'i'» ii,iii-i If

II'' l>r'>k»' off fihpiiptly,

>ll lh<

H;.i I

.!,'. of .1 pilM IplCC,

I'- .•\i'l.ll|i.it|,,n Aa- . iiiHl-li \.,v iilr \.. duiiht. if V

i.l'i -l,l\i(|. I

i»U

H' WiMlM i|,l\ < -i"iKcii iiiMi-i' trfcl V laliT.

'"' ill'' iiw.iii 111;.' v.iii vvli.'ti vuiir

Im' .'Xiiail-Inl, wii.M [•lcil>lirt' will

Mv ,wi(|, ihiiik of I

iiii^ii.unr- -ti<ii-iii will

\iii\- tiiniril I,, siiu-I\, an. I h.- ,,.,> Iiiiti.,.!!. i'u-,|l „„t
ill .TmIiiI, lillt ."llMiii i,|' ifn|iiT ill;.'nilV hrforc VOU. Til
-fill 'I < .iiixiciii.' \ ill ihni wakrii a -urt <>i rniHirM' in 1 111

all thr iiiort' imiiifiil for vuii. hnaii-.' \,.ii will (M yoiirs.'lf

r.-i«.n-il.lr. an.
I \..ii will m,! |,y ,l,.-|,iMni,' the man wIkhh

you haw in.t a. rii>i,Mn.Ml y.-ur-.lt' to rrsjM.ct. Ucin.'iiilMT,
I'"', that Miu-ii with a wuniaii is only tin- .arli.-l phasr of
I,.

I

i:r,,i. V 111 arc too iiolil,. and _'in<'foii-. I know, ever to f.

C't till' saiTJIircs whiili I-'.li

or-

"• III- in, nil' for voii ; hut what
furthrr sarrifici- will h,. I.. ft f,,r hiin to niak t' wMi'M 111' ha.<,
) IM -lie

!!• man.

•''^''1 lip hiin-clt at thr lir>t hatioiirt:-' Woi' ti

to t 11' uon;,M). u ho has •ft

All is over tlii'ii. '|'o onr ^hatiii' or our
tr'i for lilt' to di'cidi'— it is of lovo alone that

no di-irr iinsatisfiod!

>ry- till- |ioiiit is too

wonicn are in-
aiWo

on
<ih' Ivouisfs t'han;:o vi't, while thoro is still time. If v ..

w-ii!d only adopt the >aim' .oiii-..,. with Macuni.T that I have
d.)t!i. with '''v-toradc. yon niij,dit roin,. the slcopin^r lion in
your hushand, wlio i-, niado of the stiilf of licrofs. On.' riii<rht

almost say tliat you ^'nid^jf Piim I

f..|.|

lis ^'r.'atnt'ss. Would you
no pndf m iisin^' your power for other ends

n irratifieation, in

than VDiir

aw
III raisinij to a hii:h.'r l.'V.'l one of

ikriiini: the (renins of a irifted ma n.

merely {oinnion parts?
id yon remaineil with lis, ] should sti'l have writt

his letter, for in talkiiiir

en
: you miL'-ht have cut me short or

t the Ix'tter of nie with your sharp tomrue. Hut I

at you will read this thon-ht fiillv an
Hear heart.

;now

<l weiL'h niv warn-
voii have rvervlhiti:: in life t

appv, do not spoil your ihances ; retuni to f'aris, I

'-> as soon a> M

o make vou

'iitreat

'f society, of which 1

aiiinicr conn- ha. k. Tl le enirro-siiii: elai III-

omplainiil, are necessary for hoth of
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you; othorwise you would >\h'u<\ your life in mutual self-
aloorption. A niarriod woman ou-Iu not to he too lavish
of herself. The n.other of a faruilv, who never gives h.-r
househol,! an opportunity of missing her, runs the risk of
pallu.K on the,.,. If I have several ehildren. as I trust for
'"v ouu sake I n,av. I a.M„v vou I <hall n,akc a point
of reserv,n,c to ,„y>..lf cerlain hours wl,,.-!, shall be heM
sacred; ..v,.n to ono's children one's pres,.n<.> should not be amatterof dailv hnad.

Farewell ,„y dear j.alo,,. soul ! J),, vou know that manvwomen would he hi.i,d,ly flattered at havin- roused this pass-
ing pan^^ in you? Ala.! F can onlv ,„ourn. for what is not
mother ,m me is your .lear fri.nd. A thousand loves Alakf^
what ex..us.. vou will for leaving; if you are not sure of Maou-
mer, 1 am of Louis.

xxxvri

THE B.^ROXXE m MACrMKFJ TO THE VICOMTES.SE DE L'ESTOR.ADK

- _ Oenou.
My beloved BEAt-TY.-I was hitten with the fanev to «en
something of Italy. a.,d I am delighted at havin? carried off
Mm-unuT. wh.,se plans in reg.rrl to Sardinia are postponed

Tins cc,unt_rv is si„,plv ,-av,shin^. The ehurches-ahove
all thechapels-hav.. a >edu.i,vc. I- witchini.^ ai,-, wl,i,.h mu-f
mako every fcuiale l>,-nte<tant yam after Catholicism
Maeumer has luvn nrrivcd with acclamation, and tlmv 'ir.-

all delighted to h;ive n,ad(> an Italian of so r|istinLn,i>hed :i

man. Fehp,. e,,,,!,! have the Sardinian cnhassv at Paris if [

cared about it. for T a-ii made much .^f at conrt!

^

If ,vou write, addres. vour letter^ to Flon-nce. T have not
time now to go into anv detail^, hut i -i" tell vou the
story of our travels wlimever you ,.om in Paris. We onlv
n-main hrr.- a week, and thr.n l'o on to Florence, taking Le.-
'"•" '"• lii" way. We .hall .^av a. month in Tn.^ean'^v an"d

",» f-
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a month at Xaples, ?o nr- to rciuh T?oiik' in \ov(>nihor. Tliencp

w.- n-inrn homo by Venice, where we shnll sjiend the first

f iini^'ht of Deeenibei. and arrive in Paris, lia Mihin and
Turin, for .fanuarv.

iMir journey is a perfeet lioneymoon : the sii:ht of new
[.;;ii ts gives fresli life to our j)as»i(in. Mai-unier did not know
l!:i!v at all. and we have i)e.i:un with that splendid Cnrnieo
v-i.i'l. whieh iiiiirlit he the work id" fairv anhitfcts.

'.'".iil-liye, darlinrf. |)on"t he anirrv if I don"t write. It is

iiiipis-ible to get a nnniite to oneself in traveling; inv wdioje

tMiie is taken up with seeing, admiring, and roali/ing niv iin-

Mf.-.-i.;.is. But not a word to you of tliese till mcmor}- has

f:\en them their proper atniospliere.

XXXVIII

i UK VICOMTESSE DE LESTOKADE TO THE BAUONKE DE MACt'MER

S(i>teinbfr.

Mv Deah.—There is lying for you at rhante])]eurs a full

!v[)ly to the letter you wrote me from Marseilles. This
h'.niymoon journey, so far from diminishing the fears I there
I \;'ressed, makes me beg of you to get my letter sent on from
\ vemais.

The Government, it is said, are resolved on dissolution.

Tiii- is unlucky for the Crown, ^ince th" last stssion of this

; yal Parliament would have been devoted to the jias-imr of
' iws, es.scniial to the consolidation of its power; and it is not
' -s so for us, as Tvouis will not l)e fortv till the end of ]8-.'7.

r''irtunately, however-, my father has agreed to stand, and
will resign his seat when the right moment arrives.

Your godson has foihid out how to walk without his .rufl-

''-"ther's help. He is altogether delicious, anrl he^rins to n „ke
'h'- prettiest little signs to me. which lirimr home to one tliat

li'Pe is really a thinking being, not a mere animal or sucking

19
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machino Hi. s.niles ar. full nf ^K.^nin,^ I have been =osum^ful ,n my prof...... „r „u,-.r t!,;,, I shall wean Vr-maml m Dm^nber. A v.ar a, ,1,.. hn.,.., ,s ,,„ite ..non^h •

chHdron jvho ar- suckle,] l„„p.r ar. -aul to grow .tupi,], ^ud
I am all lor popular savings.
Vou must „:ake a tremendous sensation in Ttalv, mv fairone u-nh the golden locks. A thousand love.. '

XXXIX

THK RAROXVK DK MACVMEH TO TIM- VTCOMTESSIC HE T/eSTORADE

Ym-K a.:-ocinus k>tter has reached n,e here. , he >,euard having forwarded ,t hv m;- orders. Oh! Re„,V hut Iwdl spjHv ^ou .h.onthurM of ,nv u-..,nded feelings, and .in,-
pl.V tell you th.M.li'ect Vour letler prndneed

.

\\e had just returned fro,,, a delightful reeepiiun Hvenin our honor by the an,ha>^ado,.. where 1 appeare. „, all mvgon-. and M,K.umer was co,„p!.,,..!v carried' .'wav in a fron.v

rdde an.ucr to n,y l..tter. and I -vad ,t .ohhin,-. at the risk of"jaktno- a fr.ght of n,yself. Mv dear .Vrah fell at ,nv fc t dccknng that y<m raved. Then he carried, >,T to the haWo the palace where we are .,ayi„.. fn,,,, which we have avu.wm-e.p,,, nhecitv:the,vhespoke,on,e
f h n,agn,.,cem n.oonh.h, ..,„., .-hich lay stretched 1,;.

f e u>. \,. ho,h speak Italian now. and his love, told inthat voluptuous tongue, so admirahlv adapted to ,h exl"

.m>s.heuouhlno.
ex<,angeforalife,i,,,easin.leoneof

n... Me.^ed nights or chanuing n,orni,„r,. At this reckon

h:;J"n^"VT"-'
""'"'" """^^'"'' ^•^--- "'•-'--^"

tin I t f r '""'^•r--"' -'"''1 ^•'-•-n no otlp.r titlethan (hat ot over, .^o p,..,„d and ph-as..] is he (o s„.
h'n.soli every day the chosen of ,ny h,irt, that were 1 eavaven
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til uli'i r him tlic altrriialivc iH-twccn livinfr as vnu wnuUl have
ii- '\'> Inr aiiiitlicr thirty _vcar< with live (.iiildren, and five

\r,\y< -jifiit amid thr dear ro?t'.< of our love, hv would not

ln--ilali'. lie uduld lake u\\ love, >ur!i as it is. and death.

While he wa.- whi~i)erin,i.' this in my ear. I. arm round
ihf, my head restin-- on hi> shoulder, the eries of a hat,

«iir|iri-ed hy an owl. di.-iurhed us. 'I'his death-ery .struck me
witii siieh terror that Felipe earri-'d me half-faintinjr to my
l"-tl. But dem't lie alarmed I Thoui;li this au<rury of evil

-ti'l re-ound> in my soul. 1 am (|uite mv.-df this morning'.

A- -oon as I wa> up. I went to Felipe, and. kneelin^^' he-

I'' rt' him. my eyes ti.\ed on his. his hands elasped in mine,
i slid to him :

—

"My love, I am a child, and Renee may l)e ri;:lit after all.

!! may be (nily your love that 1 love in you; hut at least

i 'an a.-sure you that this is the one feelinj; of my heart,

a: i! that I love you as it is iriveii me to love. Rut if there
i'i' au;:ht in me, in my li-:litest thou^dit or deed, which jars

o.'i your wishes or conception of me. 1 implore vou to tell me,
I'l siy what it is. It will he a joy to me to hear you and to

tak'> your eyes as the ;ruidin;x-stars of my life. Kenee ha;;

friLditened me, for she is a true friend."

-Macumer could not find voice to reply, tears choked him.
1 tan thank you now, Iienee. Hut for y(uir letter I rhould

imt have known the depths of love in my noble, kinglv Ma-
ciiiiier. Rome i.s the city of love; it is there that passion
.-hould celebrate it.s leadt, with art and religion as confed-
t mtes.

.\t Venice wo shall find the Due and Duchesse de Soria.
!:' yo write, address now to Paris, for we sh.-'l leave Rome
::! ilir<'e days. The and)assador's was a farewell party.

f- '""^^— Hear, silly child, yonr letter only show- that vou
.new nothing of love, except theoretically. Learn then that
i''Ve is a quickening force which nuiv produce fruits so di-

'"•rse that no theory can eiidjrace or co-ordinate them. A word
:liis for my little Professor with her armor of stays.
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XL

THK COMTKSSK I,H 1/ksTO..wK To TIM: nAUOVX,; ,.„ M UTMKH

Jl> fii li..r h,K l,n.„ ,,|,,„.,| ,„ „„. ,.|, |„
la»- I. I.':„\. :„„l I „,„ „„ ,,„. . „,,„„,„:'"" ""

f-z;;:;,::"
'""-'"

-^^'""'.i...M..k'„::: !:,;;:,

My .loan. ,v,,.,r lrl„.r lr,.„, i; , i,„„|„ ,„, n,.,,,
""""""",' '.nr nf „,,„,,,,„, ivn,., ,.'.,,,'.,; "
«" ","-' •l'|.l.ir,N,t .., ,.!.,. I,i,. I„v,. r„r v.,„ K ,1,..
n.igi« i,.-n-.. ,,,,-. ,,„„„..„, „„:,,:.',,;:••;-'

ti.
. 1 »oui,i „,y. i„„„ ,1,.. ,.,„„|„,i,„„ „, ,„,,,„„

,-, :

'
'

™t ,,,.,,,,.,,,,„„,,,, ,,,,,, ,.„_,„,,„„,„,/,:;, f:;;,:,

-.a.. a.<k..d ,1,. rank „r „„i.„ „f ,„.. ,„,,;„„ f,^ ,„.
,"

'

4j , .
^-

•

''"*' ''* '^'^P ;"i <'\v upon the little -llfiirBut, w.at.v.r you ,1... don't ,.t .nUuJh.i i„ ,h ,„ rof n,y honor..,! fath,.. Th. Co,,,,,- ,lo Ma,,,.,..
'

i H^h^ :
for t,„. f„lo o, Man.uis for hi„,..lf: h„t k,vp v. „ t ]>;.v,,.^,r,,,,.,., ,v,,..n,....,^
that i.-u-,. shnii co,n.. to J.^ris. an,] th,.,, w,. will ,„ov,^

!;:::™:K^/r:;,:;:r.M::':,t::;;:;:,:;:;ri':r--
h's^nl'ir- M,- f.ti .

our income hv livin- onn . salar,. Mv f„ ,.. s,ts fuiw,-.,, tl,,. cvnt > an,] ,!,o ri-ht •

a u lo w,II oontent h„n, n„r fa,n,], was .listingni.hJc:;'^
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1'; thr days of Kinir Rene, and Diarl's X. will hanllv say no
;n ,1 Maiicoinbi': but what 1 tVar is that my father liiav tako

it into his licad to a-^k soiiif t'avor fur tuv \iiiiriL''(T hrntlior.

Vcw. if the niarquisatf is daiii:lcd out of his rcacli, ho will

li.ivc no tlioughts to spare I'rutii liiiuself.

January VMh.

Ah! Louise, ' have hei'u in hell. If I can hear to tell vou
if my auLTui-h, it is because you arc another self: even so.

! ilon't know whether 1 shall ever lie able to live a;:ain in

!!;"iiL'hL those five ^rhastly ilays. Tfic mere word "(•onvul-

s"iis"' makes my very lu^art -ick. Five day< I to tnc tlicv were
live centuries nf torture. A mother who has not been throuudi
tii!- martyrdom does not know what sufTerir.i: i-. So freuzieil

tta- 1 that I even envied you. who never had a child I

The eveninji before that terrible day the weatlier was close,

a!:iio>t hot. and I thou;:ht my littK' Armand was atfci'ted by
;'. 'ienerally so sweet and earessinir. be was iieevi>h. cried
f-r nothinir. wanted to play, and then broke bis tov- I'er-

hi!.- this sort of fraetiou>ncss is the usual -i^'n of approaehin^r
ii!iu-s with children. While I was wondcriiiLT about it. I

T!"tircd Arman<rs cheeks flush, but this I set down to teeth-
iiiLT. for he is cuttinj: four larire teeth at onci'. So I put him
to bed beside me. and kept constantly waking' throui^h the
li L'lit. He was a little feverish, but not enouLdi lo tnake me
i-i'-asy. my mind beintr still full of the tecihini:. Towards
(''rninL-- he cried "Mamma'" and asked by siirns for some-
t'lHiL' to drink: but the cry was spa^modi(. and there were
'o!!vnlsive twitchine-s in the limli-;. which turned me to ice.

I iiiinped out of bed to feteh him a drink. Ima.irine my horror
^'b-n. on my handin,!X him the cup. be n'maiiird mo'tionle-s,
"I'v repeating ":\Iamrna I" in that >traiiire, unfamiliar voice,
'vhicb was indeed by this time lia-dly a voice at all. I took
b'- hand, hut it did not respond to my pressur.'; it was <juife
.^'•f. T put the cuf, to his lips; the poor little fellow fnilped
^ wn three or four mouthful- in a convulsive manner that
\vas terrible to see, and the water rmide a stran^r*' sound in
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liis throat. H.' ^Iim;.'- tn w.r d.-p, mtrly. iind I saw his oy.s
roll, as thoii^rh -on,,. hiii<h'ii fmvr within were pulliiiij ,ii

tln'rii. till only the white- were vi>il)!r: hi- iii„i,> wen,' liim-
in<r ri;:i(l. I -rn-anicd almid. and I,un;- caiin'.

"A diicioi-: (|iiick : . . . he i- ilvin-,"" 1 rrird.
l.oiiiv \ani>h(d. and my uit,>v Ariii.ind ai:ain ;:a.-pe>!.

".Mamma,! Mamma I"" 'I'hr n.Al imm,,,,.,,! h,. |,,,i ;ill ii<Zv\nv.-'-
ii"-< of iii^ motlirrV cvi-K niv, Th,. |„viiv wins on hi- fr,n

-

head swelled, and the e<in\ul>i(m> heuMn. Fur a whole h..iir

before the doctors came. I held in i,,v ^irms that merrv bahv.
all lilies and ro<es. tlie hlo,-,,,,, ,,r ,,iv htV. my pride, and niv
joy. liiVless ji- a piece of wood; ;uid hi- eves

!

'

I cannot think
of th.ni without horn.r. M v pnny Armand was a men
mummy— black, -hrivdcd. mi-li,ipen.

A doctor, tw,, (l(,ctors. bnuiuhi from .Mar-eille^ bv Loiii-,
hovered about like birds of ill omen: it made me '-hudd. r

to look at them. One -poke of I, ram {\rv. the other saw-
nothing' but an ordinary ea-e of conviil-ion- in infancy. Our
own eonntrv doctor <e<-med to me to haw the mo-t ^ense. for
he otlVred no opinion. "It's tcethiri-."" sa,d the -cconil doctor.—"Kever," said th.' fir-t. Finally it was a-r.'cd to put
Ifoches on his neek and i.c on hi- hcid. h -ccnied to mc
like death. To look on. to see ;i corp-e, nil puride or black,
and not a ery. not a movement from thi- creature but iv\\
so full of life ;ind -oiind— it wa- horrible!

At one monii'nt I |o-t my hcnd. and uave n -ort of hy-^-
terical lan-h. as 1 -aw the pretty neck which I u<e<l to devour
with kisses, wiih the le..chc^ fccliniT en ir. and his darlin-
head ill a cap (d' i.-e. My dear, we h.id fo cut llio-e lovelv
rurls. of which we w.Te so proud and with which vou used to
play, in onler to make nx.m for th(> ice. The convulsions
returned every ten minute^ wiih the reirularitv of labor pains,
and then the poor l)aby writhe,! and twistc.l.'now white, now
violet. His supple limb- cbiUered lik- wood a- thev struek.
And this nn<-r)n-ciou- ije^b wa- ;iie beinir who smded and
prattkM], and used to >av Mamma! .\t the thou-ht, a storm
of agony swept tumul<uou-!y over mv soul, like the sea
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• - !iL' ill a liiirricaiH'. It sccukmI as thoiii.'h even.' tif which
;- a child to its iiiotlicr's heart wa- -trained to rending'.

M . iimther, who iiii;:ht have ;:i\cii nn- helj). advice, or com-
•' :', uas in I'aris. Mothers, it is rny Ijelief. know more than

":- do altoiit convul.-ioii-.

A'irr four days and iiiudit- of suspense and fear, which
-1 kilh'd ine, the doctorr- were nnaiiinioiis in advisint:

iiiplicati'in of a horrid ointnieiil. which would prodncc
ij. n -ores. Sores on my An.iainl I who onjv five davs hcfnro

u;i- playing' about, and lau^riiin;:', and trviii.L' to sav "(Jod-

i!ii!iierl" i would not havi^ it dune. pnd"errintr to trust

M ii.itnre. Louis, who hclicves in dueiors, scolded nie. A
!:.in remains the same throiii,'h everythiiiif. liut there are

i::<'!i:i !!t- when this terriMe disease takes the likeness of

li'Mili. and in one id' the-e it seemed iiorne in upon iiie that

'!i> Ihiteful remedy wa- the salvation of Armand. Louise,

•N- -kin was so dry, so rouj.di and parched, that the ointment
'^"'iid not act. Then T iiroke into weepin<r, and my tears

f'll -i> lon^' and so fa>t. that the bedside wa.s wet through.
A;^'! 'he doctors were at dinner!

>"in,ir my.-elf alone with the cliihL I stripped him of all

::'diral appliances, and seizinir him like a mad woman.
-ed liiiu to niv hosom, lavini: inv fo retiead airam St hi

<.::'i be-eecliin>,'- (Jod to frrant liim the life which I was strivinix

t" iia-s into his veins from mine. For some minutes I held
iii!'. thus, lon^xin.-r to die with him, <o that neither life nor
•!ih niiirht part us. Dear, I felt the linihs relaxing: the

""ithiufrs ceased, the child stirred, and the <:hastlv, corpse-

tints faded awa\
i' taken ill: th

"'iiand.

r icreamed =t as I did wh
rps

en he

loctors hurrie(l up, and I pointed to

He is saved!" exclaimed the oldest of them.
What

' d. iti fact, two hour-
•*:- iiiterlv criNhed,

music in those words! Tlie .rat'- of heaven o[)ened

!

ater Armanil catne liack to life; hut

it was (Hily the healinjr power ofami
•vhieh saved me froni a -eriniis illne-s M^

.1 tortures do you bind a mother to her child fa,-t en
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liitn to our heart, iifid the tiaiN he driven into fho v. r.

(luick? W.is I not iiintlirr cikiul;!! Iicl'.irr:- I. uin. wr;,-

tears of jdv dvcr hi- hrnkcn .-vlhilih-- and Itiitenii^r -I. Vi-.

who -pen! hours toL'ethrr |danniiii: hou- hc-t lo |icrt'oriii

(lutv. and tit inv-elf lor the >wcet poM of mnthcr- W'hv ih. -
horror>. the-M- -rha>t!y sirnes. for a ni.nlier uiiu alreadv i,'

izod her ehihl ?

A> 1 write, (iiir little Arniand i- plaviiii:. -homing', lan.i,

in^r. Whai ran !»• the eaiise of this ternhle diM'a-e with -hii-

dren? \ainly do I trv to pu/zir it out. reiiieinheririL' Ihn
I am airain with child. Is it teethin-:- I- it Muiie p..cnii,ir

proee.vs in tlie hraiii? Is then- -onietliMiL^ wroiii: with t|,„

niTvou.- system <if children uhu mv >iil,|cci u> >(tn\ uUi,,,,-':'

.\1I Ihe-e thoiiirhls di-.piic! nie. in view alike of the |)revcnr

and the future. Our ((.iiiitry doctor hold- \<, the theorv ..;'

nervous trouhle produced \<y ictlunu-. [ u-,.uld uive cv.-rv
tooth in my head to <cc little .\rmand"- all t hrouirli. T!i.'

sijrht <>{ one of tho<e litlle white pearU pecpin- out of th,.

swollen <,nim hrin.-rs a cold sweat over me now The lu'roi-iii

with which the little aii-el i)ore iiis -uircrim:- proves (o mi'.-

tiiat. he will he his mother's .-on. .\ |,,ok from him i:oe.- \:,

my very heart.

Medical science can ;:ive no -at isf.ictorv e-,pIanation as
to tlic oriirin of this sort <d' tetanu.-. wl ;,'li pa-scs olf a-
rapidly as it ((imes on. and can appaivnilv !„ neither LMiani",!
a,t:ainst nor cured. One thin- alone, a- I -aid l.ct'on'. is cer-
tain, that it i- hell for a mother to >ee her child in convul-
sions, liow [la-sionately do I ela-p nini to m\ heart! 1

could walk for ever with him in mv arms!
To have suflVred all this only -i\ week- hcfore mv contiiie-

inenl mad.' it much wor-e: I feared for the comin<: ,.hil,k

Farewell, mv dc.-ir heloved. l)(urt wish for a chihi— th. i.

is the .sum and suhstancc of mv letter!
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XLI

THE RAiUiONNi: Di: M\<iMi;i; lo Tin: vrcoMrnssE
i)K i,'i;sT(iit.\i)i;

Pnru.

••i, SwKKT,— Miicumcr and I fm-LMVt' von m11 vnur iiiuiL'hti-

" wl:cii \Vf In- rd (if ymir Iri-rilili' trouMc. I ilirilli'd witli

• .1' I rc;id the (iftiiiU i.f thai (iniiM,. a.L'diiy. and there
i: I'liHipensatinns now in hrinL' i hiIdlr-<.

i am wrilini: at onee to i.^H V(,n that l>oiiis ha> liecn jtro-

"iid He ran now wear the riliijon of an ollicer of tlie

I.'L'"n. Vou area liieky woman. leiiee. and you will proha-
> li ive a little f.'irl. >inee that used to be your wi.-h I

Tiie inarriajre of my brother with Mile, de Mortsanf was
''/rated on oiir ntnrn. Our irraeioiis KiiiLT. who reallv

- • \iraordinarily kind, ha^ u'ivi'?) my lirother the reversion
' the post of first <:enth'man of tlie eliamlier. wliieli his

'

;'i. r-in-law now fills. <n\ the one eondilion that the
• 'ii'on of the Mort>anf> .-liMuld he jilaced side hy >i(le with
"f the Lenoneonrts.

The oiliee oufrht to go with the title," he Kiid to the Due
!,rnoneourt-(iivrv,

Mv »'atlier is justified a hundred-fold. Without the help
f niy fortune nothing of all this eould haw taken place.

•1 fither and mother eauie from Madrid fo- the weddinir,
:
.'vinrn there, after tlie reee|)tion whieli 1 give to-morrow

• '}\'' h'-ide ami bridegroom.

Th'-cariiival will b<- a very gay one. The Due and Diiehesso
S'Tia are in Paris, diid their jire^eni-e makes me a littler

-\. Marie lleredia is lertamly one of the most beautiful
• •11 in Kurojje, and I don't like the way Felipe looks at

'.' •- 'i'herefore I am doubly lavi>,i of sweetness jmi] caresses.
! ' rv look and gesture speak the word- which I am ean'ful

lips should not utter. ".<//,• c,)uid nui l,,ve like t!ii-

Veil knows hew lovely and fascinating I ami Yost';,

de M, lutrigneuse said {•> ine

•day

-^.j-
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"Donr fliilil. \\li(, ,;iti iiiin|j(ii' witli \..ii:-"

Thrri I kr,.,, K,:|,,„. „, u,.|| ;niiii-. ,i'. ihai hi, si^tor-iii-l.nr
imi>t. MTti, .1^ |,\,.|, .,, ,1 S|,;,ni.!, ,,,u „, ..,„n|.:,n-,,„, | a ;.

''"• ''-^^ -"'•> ''I'll •! Intl..
,
Mm., I,, TIM-.' i- I n In, u r

'"'••"I-'- !'"• I'nrfH-. uill no ,|,,ul,| M,i\ in |';,n. ..^rr h" ,

• '•iifinnn,-,,!. .-uhI ,lh- UMiTi !., ;, Kmnu' ;i,iv Imh-.t. If i"'

'"'''> '- •' '"'^- I' "ill !" -Mllr,! IV|i|H.. |„ I,;,,,,,,. ,,|' ,|„, ,,^,,

•\n iiiikiii.l rimn.v ha, .hrrcr,! ihal I ^hall. a M.-nn.i in,,.,
S(T\C a- piilliKilhr,-.

.

'"'"! I'.\'-. 'I'Mi-. I ,|iall -o to Clianicphai,-, ,,,i-lv tiii^ Xi.^r.
'"' '"•' ''iliari i(Mir- ua< .|,n,-kin-lv .Nprii-iv... I .-hall U,w
"'"•'" 'li'-""'l "f \Ianh. and ,v, ,,•..(.. .•,n,i,„„i/,. i„ Vivcrnai-
B.-nlr>. I am i,,-,.,! „( |'a,-,.. |\.i,,„. M-h-. a^ I ,!n. aft.T il,.-

I»;nilifnl .|in,.t <<{ ,h,. par-k. o,,,- ,.,,,,1 ,,„.a,h,w,,, and u,,,- F...,r,..

with it>>[,arklin-.a,i(l-. |m.,.,-1,-^< a„,un- ris..,-. ( 'hanl-|.I,Mn-^
will <r,.,n (l..|i^.hir,,| (,, „„ aflr,- ,!„. ,„„„,,, a, 1,1 vamtic- ..'

Ital.v
: t.T. aft,.,- all. -pi,.,,,!.,,. |„.,.„„„.. u,.aiT-,nn... an,l a I.Arr\

fxUmcv has rn,,iv h,.ant.\ than a r„/u> ./•„/,;,„ ,„• a. hrl ,,,„„in,

'

\\r >hall .v\p,.ct v,.ii 111,.,-,.. I),,,,-, |,(. .,f,-ai,l ihat F shall I...

.H'al.Mis a-ain. V,.,i a,v f,v,. i„ ,ak,- what M,n,„lin,rs you
pleas,. ,n .Ma,.„,ii,.,--s h,.ar-|, aixl li-h „p all the infrj.-rtio,,.
and (h.iihi,- y,,ii ran. I am snpivm,.lv indiir.'ivnt. Si,,,.,. th:i^
(lay at Ifo,,,.. F,.|ip,.-. i,,v,. f,„- „„. ha. ;.m-,,\u,, i|,. ,,,hi „„>
ycstcrdav (h,. is |,H»kini: in,.,- ,„v sl„„i!,],.,- ,„,«) that his
sist,.r-i,i-Iau-. thr l>,-in,.,.-< | |,'.,.,-.,l,a. his d,.stin,.,l h,-i,h. of „].!

the drcani of his youth, had no hcajns. Oh : „iv .har I -imi
worse than a, halkl-dam-.T

: [f vo„ kn,.w «hat jov ih.it sli-ht-
111- ivniark ,i:avr „„! F ha\,. point, .d out t,. Frlipe that <!,.

d(„.s not -poak I'lvnch .-onvctlv. .^1,,. .av, r.rwplr f,,r n-
nnph'. s,nn for cIn,,. ,/,, „ f,.,- yV. She is l„.a,itifnl <A' fo„,-..,
l>ut .|i,it,- uithont ,har„, ,,r ih.- sliir|it.-t .srintilla of w,.,
'»hcn a cnnpliniont i- pai,l h,.,-. ..1,,. l,M,ks at voii ;,s tho,,..;,

Ph.'di,ln'l kn,uv what i,,,lo uiih -ii,.h a ^trani:,' thinL^ h'lmr,
hem.- nhat ho is. cmM „,,, hav,. liw,] ,\vo months with Marir
after his niarria-e. Du,. [•V,-nan,l. the Dii,. d,. S-wia. siii--

her very well. IFe has -eiic-oiis instincts hut it's ,.a.-y I,) >,:

he ha.s heen a >i)oi!i ehild I am teniiited to he naii-litv and
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.(> yoii laiiirli : hut I woii'i draw the loug bow. Ever 00
ii \<> vc, diirl IIU

XLII

UENi:i: lo i.orisi:

Mv liltio jrirl i> t\v(» iimiiths She i-; callfil .Tcanne-
\:li' !ia;-. iiml ha- fur ;.'niliii()ihiT ami ;4nil!'athcr !iiv iiinihtT.

,i(M all (i|(
I iTiind-iiiicli' of |,uui-'

\- -""" a.,- I iMP--ihlv call, I -hall >tart \'i r in\ visit to

< h.niii'iilciir-. -iiKv vou arc iini afraid uf a riur<iritf ninthiT.

^'.:r L'i"I.-i>ii can sav vour name iiuw alU it MitloiiiiiiT.

(an't >ay c |iri>|ii'rlv. Y oil ui iM' <|iiitt' di'H L'hii'd with
II'' ha- i^Mi ;i!I hi- tri'th. and cat- iiical now like a

I'i,-.' iioy: he i< all o\or the |>la(c, trottin,-- ahout like a little

!'';-,.; hill I watch him all the lime with anxious eves, aiiii

'.'• !! .ikc< me mi-erahle that i cannot keep liitn hv iiie when
'

'I'll ':ii'' lip. The time is more than ii-iiallv loii.ir with me,
a- ihe dociiirs eonsid

A'.:-
! my child, liahit docs not inn

I !.i 'c are the >anie old di-comrorts and mis<rivinir-. I|,,wever
I I'li't show this to Feline), this little ;:irl takes after me.

er -ome -jn'inil jirecaiitions neeessarv.

ri' one to chiid-JM-arinir.

I
j

^1 le niav vet cut out vour Arniand.

ather thou^rlit Felipe liMikinL' verv thin, am] mv dear
> not quite so hioomini: Vet the Due Mild Duel

naa havi^ trone ; not a looph oie III r jealous\- 1-

Viom me .'

lesse

eft : [S

iir letter':ieiv ;niy troiihle which you are hidintr Tr^

III ither su lonir nor -o full of lovinir thoiiirhts as usual. Is

-:i- only a whim of my dear whini-ical friemi ?

I am runnim: <in too lllnL^ My nurse is anL'rv with mo
' I- writiii;:, and .Mlit>. .\themu- de FFstorade wants her
i^nner. Farewell, then; write me :!onie nice lom: letters. ?>



rwio i,r;rir;i;s or- pu,, ni;irii;s

xi.m

MMi: ht: v \rt \\ 11! i" I III: rn\|
I I— s(.; th: I, I -|•<)li\nl;

^ "I! III.' fir>t (ill

•'ll'irir ,ll|il ccv iu;^

'X'tll h I.V 111.' -;,|c ,,f th,. I

thci

"' "I 'III 111'-'. Miy .Icir [;,.||,'.,..
I

u;is -ittiiiL' iimltT .! Willi

li:l\i- h. I n

«. 'i:i ,i u
Ml- (

I' 1-^ < haniiiiiL', iiiit It i],;,]<

'""'•|'''''i''- ni.ir^lK 'I'll,. \u

I'l't'' II. ;in.l I \v:iit for

-iiiiii' iiicrrv

tiin

V"ll I l|;|Vl' I

IllliJriMl In

I'C yr.llS. jMliI IK .1' T
"'I'll in;irrii-il ii I'.'irlv

• Irovc riic t(, rvplure mv li.iirf.

!' tl|Mll^r)|| 111' ^. "iir ijiuvcr fill

Aii.i tl i- IS wliiit I jiinl til

hini(liv(l-f(,|,l what Ffmc'c -nir. rr,| ul
if I !i:iil to MM' iiiv (hi

Con] that I ini.L'l

Tiii\< '."
I can ^('1

''• •'»li' It' I ha. I to siitr

icii my --(MKnii was 1

t-r a

turn

:

111 in I'Min iiNidtw
It have a -Imi'iiI, ,,f

i'\in <i) woiili!

hiT f

'»>> "wii. Ilk.' vuiir .\i!i.

slif is hcaiitiful a< tl

nmi finv m tuv iniiul

It' ila\-,

M', illhl I k III I A-

—that
troiihl

is .ill>l like

>'"! 'I'll nil' IlMlhill^r ;||„,|,,

iii\ iK'Ilr /

In

• '.

'>i'llr\r \(H| ilunn' III',

Each titiio tiiv hfij H's an- (Ii-a

Prnno .lays t.. th.' hla-kcst .n.lan.linlv. Tl

l'!'"i'".'il. I fall a |,n.y f.

(|r''-ics. w ii'M -li: II I niih
irn I i-|)ni[)o>;t' <,i

<'(l,irm,i:s to ciicifch- a tinv 1

for the l)ah\-(lot

•r ii; 'i|'- atK

nan; W
'W I; Ire

ir

"" iho,.,c the caiiiliri.

•Mi iiiina, and
whom

>liall

;iv(' iiiv (Ir

ni'vcf hear hal

fi little (iirr

till

mv ficart adon

iiiLTc on th(

A

'-- |iiiii('(|

re there to Ii,

il>y lip-^ -chout

'i.\
.'I teasing' (!('~iih:

no wheeliiinrks .-t'

eoiirtvanl ? .Shall I

,i:r,ivel. no hroken tov. littered ah
never Vint the lov-

n;niv-iioiN<"
do. to buy swords, and d,,lN. and
iK'Ver 1m. mine to w;iteli the niifeldin^r of
anotlit^r

to Icani how ;i hn

«'lipe. only more d. .ir? I woiild h

K'I's. as mother^

And will i'

:i r'rocioiis Iif(v—
ivc a son. if nnjv

My park .-ind ea>t

IT can i,e more to one in his serond self.
•ire cold and de-

^rornan i- a tiionstrosit-

niothcr Oh!
liave conned f!^

tnv sa'_'e in

of life! K

"'••"< '" ni<'. A childl,.-

nature: we exist onlv to },

Woman"- liven-, how well vo>

(Tywhere. tfv.. ha rrcnno-



I HU.'- sIIIMil: Uli'liT a U llli.u



1 I

i I



LETTERS OF TW(» KIUKES noi

i> ,1 (lisnml thin;:. My life is a little too rniifh like one of
Ih -Mur'< or FlorianV >h<rpto!.is. wlii.ji I.'ivarol lonpod to see
livaiK-d In- a wo|f, [ too have it in m,. \n make saerifioesl
Tiiere are for - in me. I f(vl, whi,!, Feljp,. j,,.,., ,„, use for ;

""' '•"_' '"' '"" 1-- .1 n'.oth.T. I mii^t. he allowcl to indulfre
• \-rIf ii >oi:u' romantic sorrow.

I haw M.i- tna.lo ihi- remark to my iM'lated ^roor. and it
ron^rjit

,
,.,.- t., l.;< ,.yes. Ho rannot ..tand anv jokintr on

v^ low, .-() I let him otr ea.-^ily, and oniv eallcd him'a i.aladin
: folly.

'

M tim<> r am seized nith a desire to iro on pil;,'rima-ro. to
ar my lon.L'in-s to the ^hrine .,f some ,iia<lonna or'to a
ilorin,i:-plaee. Xexi winter I shall take medical adviee. I

.:>i too mueh eura^a'd with myself to write more. Good-bye.

XLIV

TTTK .«;.vMr: to tttk s.vmr

Part*. 1S29.

\ wiini.K year passed, my dear, withont a letter ! What d.x's
''-,"''•"'' I i'l'i •! littN' liiirt. Do yoi: .snppos." that vour
'."ills, who eomes to see me almost everv alternate dav. tnake.s

;' for you? It i< not enon,L'h to know that von are well and
''n <'vervriiin- pnwper^ with you: for I love voii. iJenee,
:'\ I want to know what you are feelm- and tliinkin^r of.
Nl a- [ >ay evervthin- to yon, at the ri^k of heini: .^coTded"
eensured. or n, --understood. Your silencr. anri' seclusion

•: the .-oiintry. at a tin:e u !,en yon mi-ht he :„ Paris enfovin"
^'! th- rarliainentarv honor> of the Tomte de FFstorad."
nise mo perion.s anxiety. You know that vour Iiushand'.s

:.'iri of the pvb" and iinsparin- x.'al have won 'or him quite a
"-itioii here, aiid he will doul.tl.-s p.-eive some very ^'ood
'ost when the so-. in,, i? over, I'rav, do von spend vour^life
^ritin^_him letter, of advice? Xuma wad uot so iarremav.4
: -e. !us E<:eria.



1 I

302

Whv did V

1 iiii'rht I

on nut t^ikf tlii> u|ip()rliiiii!\ of ^vrlns Pj iri-;
''"' ''".I")''! .v'liir (ornpaiiv fnr r,„ir in<<u\\i<. L,„n

toll! me y.'-icnlay that \<>\\ wri'I' ciMiiin- t(j fetch 1

w.iulil haw yniir ihiiil (oiiiinnnriii in' I>.

i!Mi. ai;.l

MUithiT- (;i;.f(p;:ii|. ; .\flf

in

—

\t)\\ tcrrilil..

V iHiiiiiiardiiiL.'' I.oiiiv with (|UiTic- (.\-

•iariiali.-n-. an,l rc-n.t.. | ,,, h.-t ,lrr.ah.,| |„. >t,.;„,...-v
.,,"

f-,,-

;i< l'> 'iiM-ovcr ihal I, IS -v:nu\-mu-]v. tl„. t;u,irathrr of .Vth.'nai-
'^ ^''7 '"• "^'"^^

'
l"'!"'^'' tn^H vnn. l,k,. , ..aivfnl ,„nih,,"

^*"'"'' '" 'I'""' "ii';il t" .hi.-Iin- uilh the Mi.-rnh,.,--- -|...,rh.-.

"';' '""" ''''• I'^il !-^:nv fp.!,, v.,„rl,„.h.,„IVla-i ivinainii,
:';''^'"^'- "" '" "i"tlK.r-~ M.ie. iMvp vnur nnn.l ....v „:
'"' -"' "' "il ^it «'"-i^ r-r Ln,n>. l.,.Mn,„.,>urt~, (•hauli,.u~
'I'l.l Ih- uh,,|,. h,„,l ,,r .M„„, ,1, Ma, •„,,„.,•. foliouvrs M'lr'
'i.^na,- \v,ll |,rol,ah!v put hin, itit-, tli," an,l,t ,l..partni(.nt P,ut
It vnu u-n„t trll ,„.. ^^hv y,,„ htirv ^,,urMlf in thr .-nuntrv
I >hall t(f cn^.-.

,

'''" ""• •'"' }'"'' ''';'i'l l!l.-'l 111- pnlltiral wi-,],,,., of th,.
li'""^.. nf I Km,, rail,. .h,,nl,i .,vin t„ ,,.„!,•,• ,„ ->,,„- (),• i< ,.

tl... un,-i(-> l<.,a,vr l'..rhap< y,,;, uviv afran! v.,n u„„l,l l„.

''- I- your ,-hii,in.n m I'an-? Ah! what 1 u-,,nM ..iv,. i,,

l<now whi-th.p. afi.T alL \„n w,.,-,. n„t <nnplv ,„„ ^"un t„
shim- y„ir'H.lf ,n Pans f,,,- ti,.. first tin,.- ,n vuuV T.roseiU c
uition

: vaintbinL^: J-aivwc'lh
con-

XLV

RKXEi; TO r.ofisE

Tor POTpplain of „,y .ihn,-,.-. havo von forsotton. thon tho=.^
tAvul,,,!, hnm-n h,.a.ls. at -Mwe niv suhj.M-t. at„! n,v ,vrant>r
An,! as to >taviii'r at h< 'inc. V,, 11 havcyonr-rlf hit upon sfv,'ral
ol my ^roasons. Anaft fro,,, tl„. ,„„i!,t,..„ ..f our d.ar nurlo.
I didn t want to drai with ,„,. ,., i>ari- a hov of four and a
iutleirirl who will sn,,i) i,,. tv,,..,,, .,.i rOitrirl who will sn,,n he thn,', when [ ,•

my roiifiiienifnt. I l,a,l i

iMi aL'ain expecting
lo intciiti,,,! ,,f tr,>uhlinL' vn: ami
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;|.-<ttinjr ynnr hi)U>t'liul(l with siuli a j):irt_v. I did not can'

• ai'iicar. i(M>kii\i: my wt.rst. in the Ijrilliaiit cinlc over whirli

;
jiiv.-ulc. and I d-tiv-t life in lii>tcl< and lodiriim.^j.

Wii.'ii 1 tome to spend the :-t->ic,n in 1';ii-k. n wdl 1m' in niv

'•wi ii'Mi-c. L(iiii>" liiicic, ulirn he heard t>[' the rank Ins

jr.iiid-iiephew had received, made nil' a present of two hiin-

.:;ed ihou-and franes (the half of his -avim:-) witli .,-hii!;

: I'ii;, a hoii-e in I'aris. and I have ehari:.d I.o:,i- (,, lind one
\o!ii- neitzhborh I. Mv nioiliep has ;^\\<-u nn' ihirtv thoa-

-,ii]d franes for tiie fni-ni-hini:', and 1 ^hali ihi inv best not
' d:.-irrae(> the dear si-ter of my eleeiicMi—no pun intemled.

i am ;:rat(d'iil to you for haviiii: aire- !v done so inncli at

''iift for Louis. I'.ut thoiiiih M, de I'.oiirmont and M. de
i' liirnac have paid him the complinienl of a-kinir him to

' !i their ministry, i do nut w i-li so eoiwpieuon-- a phn-e for
•:. It would commit him loo nnn h ; atid I prefer the Audit
"'< liecaii.e it is permanent. Our alFair- here are in verv

-
' lland^: so you need not fear; as soon a~ the stewan] ha-

'i.i-tered the details. I uill come and siijijiort I.ouis.

A- I'or writin.i: Ion-- letters n.iwadav-;. how can Ir Thi~
'•::", in which I want to deserihe to y,iu the dailv routine of
iiv lil'e. will he a week on the sto< ks. Who can lell hut .\r-

."..iiid may lay hold of it to make caps f,,r his rei.'iments

'!r:iwn up on my carpet, or vess.ds for the lleets which sail his

'I'h' A sinLde day will .-erve a< a -ample of the rest, for
!!i''y are all exactly alike, and tlieir characteristics reduce
r!;ei!iselves to two

—

either the children are well, or they are
'''' Kor me. in this solitary <rrari.^e. it is no cxa.irircration
'

• -av that hours Ix'conH' minutes, or minutes hours, accord-
L" !o the childreirs health.

I;' 1 hav(^ some deliixhtful hours, it is when tlicv aro asleep

;
I atn no loiii/er nei'deil to rock th-- one or soothe the other

'•'•••h Tories. When I have them <leepini: hy my -ide. I siv
I mv.self, "Nothing can u'o wronir now." The fact is. mv

''•.!. every mother s[)c!ids her time. ,,, >o.,n a- h.>r children
-nt of her <i-ht. in ima-ininir dantrcrs f,.r them. I'erhan^

ii i> Armand >rmi)<: the razors to play with, or his coat lakirK--

-II
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fire, nr a -iinko liitiiiL' him. nr h, tiiiii

iUl(! >t;irt ;i!i .ill HI hi- held.

Ml' in rnnnini'

in a pond A !ii(il!icr"> life, von <(

ill'
1 j'_Mit ilrnv,-n hiiiNcf

oiii- iiiii'_f .-iicco^:,]!:

of dnini.i-. nnu- Mdt ;niil tender, now tiTrihh'. N'l

hnt h.i- ils jiiv- ,ind t'eiir-.

it an Imiir

B nt. nl. iiiLihl. Ill iii\' fnoiii. the hour i<>r \vakiii_'

dreain>, win n [ [dan out iheir fntiire, which -hiiie- hriud l!i\-

111 tho sn idc (it !!ie Lrn.'irdiaii aii.Tl. watt hinj ovi-r thnr hed-.

^ninetinies .\r iiiaml ( ,ilN iiie Ml lii> -li'ep
: 1 irelu

( without roii-iiio- |i!!i! I. tli,.|] In- -i-ier"- tVef. and watch th
hoth Ivinir in their heanlv. 'I"l le-e are niv inerrv-niaki ni:

\e.-lerday. it nin-t have Kivn our ;:iiardian ane'el w!

iK- in the iiiiilile of liie ni-ht and -iiinnioned ine m t'l-ar i

Hi roll-

r lo

.\t.hei;a'i>" cradle. JI er Ileal! Wa~ Inn iw. a.iid 1 fnnml Annaiid
all uncovered, hi-; jVet |inr|ile with 'dji

'i)arlini: nioiher!" he cried, ron^ini: ii[) and tli

arms round nie.

n-nni: his

Tliere. dear, is oiio of oiir niirht -cenes fi

Hi

or von.

iinport.anl it i< for a inniiier to have hi-r eldldren hv

her side at iiiuhi I It is not for a niir-e, however cand'nl -ii-

may he. to take ilicm np. cnmror; tliein. and Iiiwh them '>

deep a.LMin. when Mmie hoi'rid niirhtniare ha- distiirhe,] tliem.

For tliev 1 lave their dreanw. an I lii.- ta~i cvplaininLr awa\'

one of tiie-e dread \i>iMn< of the ni-lii i~ the mure ardiioii-

hecaiisc the child i< scared, stupid, and oidv half awake, h
is a, mere interlude in the iincon-eion--ne~~ of ~lmiilier. In

this wav [ lia\e I eiiic to .1, htlv. that can see niv

little ]tair and hear them >tirrin,i;-. throuLrh ihe veil of ni

evelid-;. A -iLdi i>r a rn-tle waken-, me. For ine, the d enion
of convill-inii> i.- eVir eroiichim_'' hv IJieir hed~.

N) mi'ch for the niuht-: with the fir<t twitier of tho liinl-

mv h.al.je-: hei.Mn to ^-rir. Tl llMiejIi the mi sts of (Iis|ier~in'.'

sleep, their chatter hjend- with i he warhlino-^ that fill tl

moniiiiL'- air. or with the Mvallow-' noisv dehale^—little vvu-<

of joy or woe. which main tli.-ir wav to mv her,rt rather than
mv ear-. While \aY< .^tniLT-ie- to <ret at me. niakinsr the

passaire from her cradle to Tiiy hed on all fours or with staL'-
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.: iiii_' .~ifp^, Artnaiid cImii!!- up wlih ilir uLiilitv of a tiionkfv.

.i:m! lias lu^ iiniis mimd inc. Tlicii tln' iiicrrv cniifilc iiii'ii iiiv

f<il into a j)lii_vj:ruuii(l. wUrvr iiioilH'r lie-, .-it llicir iihtcv. Tlu'

'Mity-,::irl piiUs my lijiir. and unnld take \<> >i[fk\\\;s airain.

•.(!!)!i' Arinand >tand- LMiard nvtr my lirca.~I, a- tlimi.'-h dc-

:'':id;!ij.' liis [iMiKTiy. Tlicir fnnin way.-, ilirir pral- nf

!.:, -liter, aiv too nnuli i'nv me, and ' nt .-l.H'p fairlv to tlitrlit.

1 ill n wt.' play the (il'it.-> ijanic; ni iiIkt <it:n'.-> cat- up tlie

.wm';i'. soft tli'<h with liii'js. and rain- ki--r- nn thn-c r -v

-!; laldcrs ami cu'.- hrimmim: over wiih >aiicv mi-iliid': we
.:> little jfal(in.< liir- Iiw). -., pretty to .-ce. It has haj>pene(|

.
me, de.ir, to take n|) my >toekin,L:- at eiirht o'eloi-k and he

:! l)art'-l'()oic<l at nine !

Then c<)ni(\> the eenjn^r nj, 'pi,,, (,[i,'ration of drei-.-inj:

' jiii-. I slip on my dre— iiiM-.^rnwn. turn nj, niv sleevrs. and
:! the maekinlo-li apron; with MarvV a.--i.-tance. I wa-h

. : d .-ernb my two little hlo^som^. I am sole arhiter of the tem-
It lire of the 1»ath, for a piod half of childreirs ervinLr and

! Miperin.LT comes from mistakes here. The moment lia-

•.\ed for jiaper fli^ets and ;.da-- duck-, ^in(e the onlv wav
' u'et children thoroii_diIy wa.-hcii i.- to keep them wejl

i-cd. If you knew the diver>ioii- that have to he invented
:'ire these despiMie soverciims will pertnir a soft spomre to

• iiassed over every nook and cranny, you W(}ul(l he awc-triick
.-.; the amount of in^-cnnily and intelligence demanded hv the

;!ernal profession when one takes ji serioii^lv. I'ravers.

'din<:.s, promises, arc alike in re(|uisition ; ahove all. thi>

.
'i^-.irlery must he -o de.vterou.s that it d.'lies det<'ction. The

c:i>e would he dc-pcfaie had iiot rrovideiice to ttie cunnini;
e! the cliild matched that of the motlier. A child is a. diplo-
ci:i;ist, only to he mastiM-ed. like the dip!oinaii-ls of the irreat

"1. throujrh his passion. ' Happily, it take.- little to make
elieruhs laui:h : the fall of a hrii-h. a pi.'ce of soap slip-

I'lnir from the hand, and wliat merry -houts! And if our tri-

• 'iqihs aro dearlv houLdit. stili triumplH thev are. thous'h
' dden from tnortal eye. Even the father ktiow- nothiti<r of
if ail. .\oiie but 'iod Jitid Hi- an.i^vls—-and perhaps \ou—can

u.,ri,

•f
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fathfini ilu- u'lanco nf >ati.-f:iil inn uliirh M.irv ami T rxclian."'

wluii till' littlr inaiiir'-' toilet i- at la-t chik Imli-il. and ttnv

stand, sii(>th's> and >hHiin,L'. amid a clian- uf ~i,i\\,, >|KinL'i -.

comlis, l>a.-in-. Iilntt in.L'-paixT. Ilanml, and all the nainc'lc-:^

Inter of a ti'iii- |-]n;.di.-li "niii'sefv
.""

I''>ir I am m) far a ennvert a- t" admit that KnLdisli women
liavi' a talent I'dpilii.-- deparimi'iit. True, they hmk njinn tln'

(hild niily I'lnm the |i>iint <>( \ lew id' mat<Tial well-lpeiiiL' ;

liiii \\hefe lhi> is ( itiicri'iied. their a fra 11 iienient s are ad-

mirahle. My r-hildreii ~liall aluay- he liaredeuLTed and Wt;;:-

woollen 'ocks. There -hall he no ,~u'addlinLr nor ijandaL'e-:

on the oilur hand, thev -hall nevci' lie left alone. 'Idle helie

le,--ni -- iif ihc l''reii'h infant in ii- ^waddliiiL'-hands mean-

the liherty of tlie niir-C' il'at i- tif whole e\|)lanat ion, A

nioihci', who i< reallv a inoiju'r. i- ne\er free.

'I'll' re i> my an-\'.er to your (pie-iidii why I do not wrile.

H.side- the manaui'meni of the e>tale, 1 h.-;ve the uiihrinLnii','

of two ehildren on my hands.

The art of motherhood involves much silent, unohtrusiv,'

self-denial, an hourly de\otion which find> no deiail t^i •

minute. 'Idle -on]) warmini: ij(d"ore the lire must he watched.

Am I the kind of woman, do you siijipiwe. to shirk smdi (.'ari
-'

Tlic hiiiiihle>t ta.-k may earn a ri(di harvest of atreclion. How

prctiy is a cdnld'- lauuh when he tind- the food to his liking'!

.\rmand has a way of no<idiiiir hi- head when lie is ]dease'!

that is Worth a lifetime of adoration, llow cotihi 1 leave

to any one el.-c the privilcL^' and deli;:lit. as w(dl as the n-

spon-ihilily. (d" hlowjn^r on the spoonful of soup which i-

too hot for my little XaT-. my iiur-liiii: <d' seven months auo.

who still reiiiemhers my hrea-t '' When a nur-e has allowed

a child to liiirn it- ton^'ue and lips with -caldini: food, shi""

tidls the motiier. who hurries iiji to see what is wronir, thai

the (hild cried froni liunL'cr. How could a mother sleep in

jieaco with the thoiiiiht (hat a hreath. less pnre than her ovrs).

has eo<ded her ( hild"s food

—

the mother whom Xature has

made the dircM.-t vehicle of food to infant lin-. To ininc'

a chop for Xai.-. wlio lia.- ju.-L cut her la.-t teeth, and mi.v 111-
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rir'.it, (M.()k('(] to a turn, wiih jHitatof^, is a wnrk nf pati.'iiiv,

• dhI tin'i'i- ai'i' tiiiii'-. iiidird. ulii n nuii.' hut a iiinthiT (•(itiM

~ i^ir.l 111 iiiakin_Lr an iniiian.-nt cliiM v'-i tlirouirli with its

:; . .li.

No nuMilicr (if MT\anl~, thm, ami ii>> I'ji-li-li niir-c can
ii.-|Hii~.- a niDiliiT frnin taKiii- i!m' u,-U\ in |M-.-,,n in tliai

i.ijy cnnti^t. wlirrc Limtlrni - aln:i,. .-ii,,iiM m-applc witii

i I.- imic <:\ii'i< anil iiain- <i|' clniilli,,,,,!. I.di;!-,., th,. ,an' ol'

•h<-<' mnoiTiit (larliiius i- a um-k td . n-au'' liif u!ri!f >niil.

'i" wUnM- hand and cm-, li-u (iiic"> (.wn. iiiirii-i ihc la-k nf
f-iiini:. dro.-iii;:. and iiuiiini: tu !„.,!;- |',i-,.ad;\ .-|irakinir,

.1 .nini: ciiihl is tlic nnan>\v>Talilc cund.innatiMn ,.f iiiuthcr

'
;• mir-c. except when the crv i- ihi' tnitci.:;:,. .d' natural |>ain.
\'iu that I liave tu.) |(, lunk after (and a llni'd nn the road).
i!:-y ocenpy all my thnii^ln-.. l-;\,n ymi. wiiMn, 1 l,,ve ,0
'' illy, hiive lic( (iiiic a nieii;.'i-v to me.

•My OKU (ln-.~in- is not always cumpl.-trd hv two o'clock.
I ii.iw no faith in tiiother< u!iom' ro,.iii- aiv ni apple-pic or'dcr,

.
|| who thenisclves mi,L:ht have >iepped oiii of a !iandl)o\.

i'Mcrdiiy was one of tho-e lovely <la\- of eai^ Aiual. iiinl I

^ lilted to tiike my tdiildrcii ;i walk, while 1 Wii- ~';dl al.le---

r the warnin- bell is m my ear<. .Such an cspoliiion is

')''''' '"1 I'pie to a ther! One drcam> of it the nielli liei'ore!

Araiaml was for th<' (ir-t time to pm ,,,1 a iitti" h'aek velvet
.;.:ckcl. .' new collar which I luid worked. ;i Scetch cap with
=
'.' Stuart colors and coekV feather-; N'ai- was to'l,e in

''''ite and pink, with .me .d" tli.i-^,. .l.'li, i.m- Jin!,. I,ahv caps;
-he is a l.ahy still, tl.. .li -h- will lo-c that pr.'ttv title

a the arrival .d' the imp.iticnt vouiii:-t.'f. whom I call my
'•jL'ar. for he will have the ])oriion .if a v.>nnu.'-er »m. { Von
-

. I.oui.so. the child has already appeared to me in a vision.
- ' I know it is a hov.)

Well. caps, collars. Jackets, s.ocks. daintv little -hoes. pi„k
•!iier>. the muslin frock witli >ilk cmhr.>ideiw,—all wa- laid
t on my b.'d. Thmi the little I)rowii h."'a(]^ ha<l to be
'Jelled, twitterinir nierrily all the tim(« lik.' hir.l-. an-^werin?

li other's call. .\rmand's hair is in c;irls. while Vai-' is
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hroii :lit imwiiri 1 -I'lllv nil iIm- I'nlrlH ,|i1

i.iiik-aiiil-u liih- 1 ,|[., 'I'll, 11 till- -h

'ri1(T to th

ir^ Al'f lillck li-i| ; ;i II. 1

tllf litlli' liair Ir-- and \\('l|--l|..,| f,-,l \\;t\r llVIt,.,! ,,|V ti

iiiir-rrv, \\l|iN' iwm -IniiiiiL;- I'.h.- (:!<<in. Mar ,all- tl

U'hr

lc!i:
I

jiihI cvr- aliia/.c uiili lifr |i(ii!i(Mi iiir t'l -laft. !iiv hcari li.;r

("•'l-t. 'In hlnl< (1)1 liir i 1 1 |
|. ] n 1 1 ullMlll llllr"- , lA' 11 lialnl 111,

•"ra\r(|, ihc |iiirc -km l,riulitl\ \,'ic,.i| uitli \<\\h\ that n;;.-

li.is i'alliril. Ia\il, and -|innL:>,l and dn ked with i.ra\- <m,|"'-

ot .-i!li or vchcl --'U!iy. iIhti. i~ \\,, yn^m vnww- inar tn i: !

Willi uliat caL'rr, cnviiuiN InnL'inu' (irii- call.^ llu'ia hack i>>v

one (nnp' k'" nil ihiiM' uliiir ncrk-. uliich. ill tlicir siinp!.'

collars, ill.' |u\clic-.t. u-ii!iiaii camint. nxak Mvi'H ihc coar-c-!

litho,i:ra|ili ol' Mich a .-tine inaki> a inuihrr \y.\\\>>-, and 1 t'ca--

my I'vcs daily nil the lisiiiir [liiiiiiv!

'*ii"- '"il ''^ dn,,r-. triiiinpliant iii ihc n.-iiji .d' inv lat)nr~,

whilf I wa- adiiiM-iiiL: the [iriiicrlv air with whiih jinlc \y-
ii>'iiiil hidjMil hahy In tnttnr alntiu- ilw path vmi know. I

saw a carriai:!' roininLr. and iimd in ^.--ci iln'm .mt nf the wa' ,

The (•Inldnii iiimhlid into a dirty pinhllr. and In! mv wnrk-
of art aiv niim-il ! \Vr had m take thciii ha.k and rhaii-"
their ihinu's. I took the litiln niK' in my arm-, iifvcr Ihinkin:.'-

of my nun. dn-<, which wa~ niiiinl. while Marv scizi'<l .\r-

niand. and tln' cavaicadr ri'-i'Hicivd. With a crvinir haln
and a >oakcd child, what mind ha- a mnihcr Icfi for hcrsclf;-

Dinncr time aia-i\c-, and a- a rule [ havi' dnnc nothiiv;.
N'nw come- till' prnMcm uliich faci-- mc twice cvcrv dav
linu' to -ullici' in my iiwn pcr-nn fnr Iwn children, put "n
their hih-. lurn ii|i Iheir -leevc-. and iret ihem to eat. In

the miil-l .t[ the<e evcr-ri'ciirrinir eare~. jovs. and catastro-
phe-, the niily per-nii ne.iilected in the imn-e is iny-elf. I;

the ihildreii have liecn naiiL'-htv. (d'len I dnn'i L.-'et rid of mv
enrl-paper- all day. Their temp,.r,- rule mv toilet. .\> th.-

price nf the I'ew miiiiite- in which I write von these half-
do/eii pau'. -. 1 have had to Id them (lit |iiftiiros out nf mv
iinve]-. hnild ca-tle- Willi hooks. c!ie<-men. or inothor-of-
pearl counters, and jrive N'ais my silks and wtwds to arran:j
in her own fashion, which. I a-sniv \o\\. \< so eomplicatci,
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•'
i! -Ill' iri fiitirtU ;ili-nrliril 111 ii, .nil! Im- ii"! iiiirrcil .1 wurd.

V,.] I li;i\c ni>lliiiiL,' I" I iiiiipliiiii "i'. M\ I liiMf'ii iir^' hiitli

!IL' lUli! l!!!lr|iclHli|iI ; l!li-y ami:-'' l!ii'lll-i!\i- llinlT i'.i-ll\

_,!; villi uciiilil iliink. 'I'h<'y tlinl illi-hi in cmtv ilnn'.' : a

lilnl liiiii-ix I- wiirtli many \n\-. .\ Ifw jmIiIiIi nink,

lli'l!-. 1 111' lll\ -!• rir- "( y;\\['\.

'i'lp ir- \\'iali!i riiii-i-l- i;i

|i'ir|i!r. ami Mark, .-mali ;

\nrl.i iif nlca-iin' I" llirii

iiuhitnilr (if -mall thin;:-, i walili Ar'nanM aii'l

.ini: li> llir llii\\iT-. till' ill'--, liii' I liirki'ii-. ami

iinr. Iliriii. Ill i- nil In \'-V

\\rarii'~ lit ailmirmu' Ihcm. l'.\ii-\ ! IimilT uhhli 1- nil

« 1: !i iii-i'i-i -.

hhh

lliltr ~ia \r illtt rr.-l- 'mall I i- 1. :iiiiii!i_^ til a-:'

\i. ||\ 111 t-\r\-\ ; IIIIIL'' III' -11-. Ic ha- innii' ti) a-k uiiat

11 -a\iii,L: til hi- -nilm"! h'-r. wh^m lir Innks mi a~ ;i I'airy,

i:i-i' liM« rhilili'i'ii hit th" mark !

a- . m\ >wi I t. I iifii -ailili'ii \'iu wiiii ilir tail' if

t nil' L.M'ii' Mill -nmi' lint lull 1 1

1' Vutll' 111"-
( har-

hf iiili' I- ila\ wi' u IT f.iniiwi.l ],v a ] r man
:

—

tit'ir'iar-- .-m

r SKli' Oall

fiml mil that a iiMihrr wiih Iht rhihl

't ri'<i>t thi'iii. Armim! lia< ii" iiha what

luir 1-. ami mii!ir\ llt^il h'Milx \n hii; It I 1 lavc |ii<t

i-hl 1 liiii a triiiii|ii't \\h;ih hail iiiii.' linii tin' nhjiM •t nf

'i;-; lii-irt'i II ( hrld It out In till' tilil man with a kinu'lv air.

'•lltTi'. take thi-

Whai jdv till' wnrld ran irivc wnuli! coniparo witli sucli a

•Mav 1 k. '11 u r -aiil the [i(M>r man tn mi' [ t (>i>. m:'i

.'. liavi' hail chilili'i n." he adili'il. hanlly nnlititrj' tln'

iii'V I jiiit intn liis haml.

-hmliliT win n 1 think: tlial Arniaii'l mn-f l'o tn -ohnoi.

hat 1 ha\(' nrnv ti vrar- ami a half iimn' tn ki'''|i

'III hv nil'. Till' lln\\i'r< that h!>>--im in hi- -iinin fhihl-

"li will fall hi'fnrr ihi' x-Vthi' of {1 |inhlic srh'n! -^vstrlll : his

rarimis way- ami hi'wi.chiiiLr i-aininr will In-r thrir -•pun-

airitv. Tlii'V will i-iit till' curl^ that nave tirnsiii it ami
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•^" ''"'1 'I'l'l l^i-"l -" nfiiii: What uill ihcv do with ih..

ihinkiirj- li.iii- ill, It I- Afinaini ':

\'i'l "li:i' "I" \"ii:- ^'iiii t.'ll III.' tmilmiL' "I" \nur lif. .

Aiv v.. I, Mil! Ill luvc Willi |-",.|||M.? K,,r. .,, rv-Mnl-'tlic Sara
''"• I 'i'i\'' 'I" niHM^iin-,. (i,,(nl-l.\c; Nai- ha- ju-i ha,! a
"""'"''• 'I'l'l if 1 run (Ml Ilk.- ihi-, iii_\ l.tkT will bwoiia; a
v...luiiie.
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Mv -^wc.'t. i.ii.l, r [;, II,'.,., ynu will jiav.' liMi'ii...] from th,.

[lap.r^ ill., tern!)!.. ..ala!iiil\ wlii,li ha., <>v,TwhrlMH(l m,.

I li.'ivi. iioi i„.|.|i all!.. |u writ,. v..ii cs.ii a, w.ir.l, |-",.r twriiiv
(lay.- I iM'\,.r j.ii hi. h,.il-i(l..; I n.,.rivi.il hi. Ja-t hn-atii

and (•l.i~,.,l hi- ..u-: I k.'pl Imly wal.li .iv.r hiiii with tlu'

I)ncsi.< aii.l iv|„.ali-.l ihc [hmmis for ilir d.a.l. Tlif cnir!
jiariL'- I .-Hirer,,! uviv accrptril l,y nic a> a ri,<:!itfiil jniiii-li-

Hunt; and yn. wlnn | -aw on hi- calin liji- th,. -mil,, whirli
wa.- hi- la.<i faivwvli lo ni... h.iw wa.< it po--ihl(.' to Ijulii'Vr

thai I ha.l (an-.,l In- ,|,.alh I

'>'• " •"" '" ii"t. h.. i- -on... an.] \ an: l..]'!. T.> vou. wli..

liavf known u.- h.ith -o wi.ll, what in. ire n..|.d I .-av? Th-.-.'

\v..r.I- .•..niani all. oh! | w.miI.I -ivr mv >liaiv of [[..awii

^" '"'•" ''" t'.iit'M-iii.i: talr that my praynv liavo power
'"''" '"'I" '''"i^ '" lil''. To-oo him a-ani.'to haw him oiif.-

"""'• "li'i''- •^''•" It oiilv r,,r a -(..,. nd. w.iiild iiu.an that I

'"111.
I
.Iraw liicaih auain without m.u-lal ai:onv. Will y,.ii

noi ((.111,, -oon and -oothc m.. with -ndi promi.-os:- I< no-
yonr lovc .-tronir ('110111:11 to d.ci.ivc nu-'r

Fiiit >iay: it wa.- yon wli.. tol,l me l».f..r(.liand that he
Would suffer thfonirii mc Wa,- it ^o indeed;- ^^..:. it is true.
I had no ri.udit to hi- love. lak,. a thief. [ to.ik what wa.^ not
"line, and my fnnxied -ra-p has eru>lied the life out of niv
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1

The iiia(!iii'^> i- >l\^[• :;mu-, Imi I fcr! ihat I am al'iiu'.

~.l
•. .fill (i'mII u!iat t'irliiri' uf tli'' ilaininil i ,m rxfinl iln'

, i_v 111 liiat V "rd .'

W .I'll tlh \ tiiii,< liiiii awav fi'niii iiii\ I lay diAV'i on tlic -aiiic

! .iii'l liMiii'il \i> die. 'I'Ihtc \\,i- lull a. dimr !m !Uii'I1 ;;-. and

i!i. d 1" I III- I hail >livii-lli t.i Iwrrr It ! \',\i\. a!a- 1 1 wa-

. \':iiu- l''>r dralh: and .it'lrr I'nrf d,i;, -. dnriiiLr wlmli.

,.;:ii t-rml can' and all tin- -utv iii\i iitinii- ^l' iiu'dical

- ,' iiii*. thfv .«li(ul\ i!ur-id nil- \<Ack In lih', I tiiid i:iv-clt' ii:

I "iiiil I'}', dialed l'\ my wiiid'iw, --uriniiiidid uiili l.i\clv

..I I -, which he made tn hlniilll I'liI" Illf, LM/IIIL' "I! tile -ailli-

-,>!• ndid \ icw (i\cr uhich !ii> eye- h;i\c r.i nficn u.iiid'rcd,

.ii.d \shich hf \va~ - |ii'niiii III have di-euvi red. since it irave

;m' |ileasiirt'. Ah! dear IfeiU'c. iin wnid> can tell liuw w^w

>';rriaiiidin^''s hurt ulaai ihe heart i> dead. I -hiver at tln'

-, _'!;: 'if the miii.-t earth in in\ Lrardeii. fur- the e;irtli i> a vast.

fin, I I, and it IS aliiiii-t a> thmiLiii 1 walki II //1 1 nil ////// When
I ;ir-t went out, I iremhlcil with I'car and cniild iutt iimvc

It was so sad to sec Ins tl'wcrs. and he not there I

.Mv f ithiT and rnuther are in Spain. Voii know wiiat niv

it hers are and von voiir-elf are deiaiiied in the cdiintrv.

.1 Villi n eed not I le iineas\- aiioiil me: two anu'els (d nuTev
til niv side. The Due and the Diiche.-.-e de Snria ha-ti'iied

their hrother in his illiies-. and have ! leen everviliin;. that

h'ari could wish. The la^t few iii<:lits litd'orc tiie end found
the three of us L.'athered. in calm and wordless ^rricf, round
the hed where this ^'reat man was hreathini: his last, a man
a'liOiiL' a thousand, rare in any ai;e. head and ,-houlders aliove

i!;e re-t of ii< in everythin,i:. The patient resi^rnation of niv
!' 'i|ie was anirelic. The siirht of his hrother and Mario gave

n a iiioinenl's |)leasiire and oii-:infr f>f his pain,

iiarlinir," he said to me with the simple frankness wl iicli

ihver deserted him. "I had almost <:ono from life without
'eavin.u' to Fernand the Barony of Mafiimer: I must make a
I: 'w will. My hrother will forfrive me; he knows what it is

I" love!"

1 owe niy life to the rare of my hrother-indaw and his

"ii'e, ihey waul to carry me oil to Spain!
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All' I:

.'M'f. A

1IIII-, |l. lit. Mill- illlt \'ill i;|n :ik I'rcclv (if n

-rll-r 'I lll\ iiU II I'itllll- Uil'jh- Iiir lu ! II' uTiilllli

;niil ill' r<' i- ii li;iiii' -hI.k,' m [innriML: iIi'Mii "iii |i. voii. |iniir.

nnlii-i.|.i| ( ';i«-iiiiili,i. 'I'hi' r\:i(iinn-, ilif jirciHi^rri'iis jriiK

iiM^v. ilii' iM_'.:inL'' iinr'-i nf iii\ ii,i--iuii u<.r.- him to (IcaMi

M\ I' i- tlic inurr I'lMiiL'iit with ihiiiirr lur hnn 1 M'Cilll-

\Vr h,ii| i»'iii ihi' -aiiii' i'\i|iii-ilr!v -rii-itivc II

till' -iiliif hili'_'ll;i-i', iiiilhin'_' «a- hi-l 'HI hn

It II IT, \\i

iiHx I.iii:.' -Iiiitt,

II. ,nii| MJt.'ii th,

--l\ ili-rli:u-L''i'il. Mi-nt -ir.iiLrlit In In-

iH'iiri V<ill I ,111 l|,|\i- l|.i \,U A mI' I hi |iiHIlt In uhlril hi' r:ir-

rii'd -iihiiii-,-iMii(--. I h.nl i'!il\ tu ti'll liiiii III ._'n and |i'a\.

nil' ::l"i;". .mmI I hi' raprh i.. h'iwi'\iT u .iiiihI in;: in hmi. \vi,u!,l

111' i>hi\i il uiihMMt a iniiriiiiir I||. I,|,| hivalh ua- 'pi'iit iii

lilr-Min: 111!' and 111 rr|iraIinL'- thai a -iii.di' iiiuriiiii;; !diiii'-

with i!ic wa~ iiiiirv |irviiiiii- tn Iniii than a hl.tiiin' -pi'iit witi,

anutlur \Mii:'a;i. w.i'.' -hr r\fU thi' Marn' t,( hi- MMith. M
tear- fall a- i w nli' lln' Wnrd>.

'I'hi.- i- thi- iiianiiiT III' my liiV iiuw. I ri-i' at middav an-l

^T" I" !' '1 at -i'\i.|i; I IntLTi'i- ahMirdIv luii_i- miT inraU: i

saiiiiti r ahniit -li'\\!\. -tandinL' mntiniiii--. an liniir at a tinn'.

licfni-c a -iiiL'!.' plain : I ira/i- iiiin tin- h'afv trn'-; I takf ,i

HohiTaml -i'riiin> intiTi-t iii iih'P' iiut hiri'.f^ ; I jnm; for -had',

^ilfiiiT. and ni'.dit ; in a wnni, I litihl l!irii!iL;!i I'arh lioiir a-

it cnmr-, and 'aki' a 'jIiKiiiiv iilra-ui'i' in addim:- t tn th"

hi'a|» nf ihi' vaiii|iii-!ii'il. M\' [ii.'aii't'iil park L.'ivi's tiu' a!' th.'

i'oiii|>anv I ran- fur: I'Vrn iliiiii: iIhti' is full of j^lnrioiis im-

airt's of my vaiii.dini joy, invi.-ihli' fur otlKT.- but cliMiuciil

tn nil'.

"I cannot awav wiili voti •'^jiaiiiards I" T I'xolainied dii'-

iiinrniiiLT. a- m\ -i-trr-itidaw Iliiii'/ hrr-i'lf mi niv iii'ik

"Y'H! 1m\i- -nllii' Ilnhilit\ that Wi' lark."

Ah! Ii'i nrn. if I -;ill livr. it i- doiiliili\-< hccans,. Hi-avr,"

ti'iiijur- llii' -m-i- of aniiilmn to tin- ^tivniilh of thosi' ^vli

have tn l-ar it. (•nl\ a wnm.in can kimw what it i- tn lo«i

a lovi- wliii !i -jiraiiL'- fmm th. licart .nid w.is iri-nuin,' thmui;!!-

out. a [las-inn which was iini cnlicnuTal, and satisflod at once

llif .spirit and thf flc.-li. Ilnw rare it i- tn find a man so
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Lifi"il til, it \n «nr-hiii hiMi liriii,'- ii" -fn>c ot" dc^rradatinri I

i I
-111 li - II

j
111 III'- I'nrl mil' I II I'll 1 1 II- Hill 1-. We (II til lot liHjH' I'-'f 1

1

I'liinil iiiiif, Mi'ii III' trill' '.'fi Ml III'--, uh.i-.- -tr.'Hjili mii.|

•'. rtll al'r M'llcil \i\ |iiM'IU; ;.'rui r. :ilii| uhn (liarill li\ -I'llli-

:.'ii -[iintiiii! pdWtT, iiM'ii iiiaiii' !' Ill' .nlui'i'il, lii'u.iif n|' |,ni'!

i.'Vi- will null ymi. ami fiiiii tin- U'Miiaii "( Muir ln'arl. 'I'lii>

till' liiiidi'ii III' my ( ry a,- I paii- inv UiMhil.iiiij walk-.

\nil 111' lia- li'ft till' 11(1 ililM' 'I'liat jnvi- -" rn h iii -inili'-,

< li raiiiril jifrprl iial Hmui'I'- ami jin, li.i- li'I't ii" t'riin. I

,1 liiiii;.' ai ('iii--i'i| ( 'an It In' t hat . i'M'M a- t lie t u .1 i'\ t I'.'inc^

;
pillar III' aiiil IhithI '-ami ai'i' alil.c iiiiulcraiit nl' If.'. -

"; MTV purity ami \i lii'im-m i' "( a 'iiiL'li'-lii'arli'il p i-^irm

'i'T it liarnii a- hali'? F- it hiiK' a iiiarria'.'i' "!' ri':--"n,

:. Ii as yiiiir-;. wliii h i- lili'--ii| u iili a I'aiiiih - ('an l|i'a\'ii

i" jcaliMw (if iiiir pa,--i(iii- ? Tlir-i' an' u ilil w "I'lj-.

^||^ ari', I lii'!ir\r, tlii' hiic pi'r-"ii \\!iii-i' cuiMpaiP. I rmiiil

iii'lurc ('mill' tn iiir, tln'ii : iiuiii' luit I,', in'c -huiilil dr u'iili

l.'iiii-i' in hi-r smiiliri' uarli. What a iLn uIhii I ;ir-i put

"'I in\ uiili.\v"s iHiiiiK't I Wli.'ii I -aw inv-i'T all arravnl in

^'!iii'k. I I'i'll liack on u .-cat .imi wrpt lill niu'lit rann'; ami
I wiip a,;:;iiii as T recall that niniiirnt ul" an_nii-!i.

• iiKiil-liyi'. 'V^'ritiii".' tire- inc; tliuu'/lil- cruuil fa-t. luit I

:i.i\i' m> liiart tu [tiit tlicni int'i unnl-. I'riiij vnur ( liiMrin ;

.'•II can nu''-(' li.iliv hen' without niakiiiu'' un' jial'm-; a!! ihat

.< L'niK'. //(' i,-; 11"! lit'i-c. ami 1 <liall 1"' M'r\ liIuI tn -cc in\'

."iJ-Dii. Fi'lipc u-i'(l In '.vi-h fur a cliili] like little Ariuand.
''kiuc. then, come and lulp iiie tn hear my woe.

XLVTI

REVEK TO I.OflSi:

1829.

M'v D.\i;i.ivfi,—\Yhon you Imld thi.s letter in your liand-. ]

-ii.'ill he already inar. for [ am startiii'.' a few minute- after

^\ e -liaU lu> ahiiie t' jether. Loiii- I- oli|i'_'i'd to ri'Muiin

4-

It



314 LETTEUS OF TWO BUIDES

in Provenco hociinsc of the .-ipproac'liing elections. lie \vant.«

to Ir' elected iifXiiin, iiiid the Liberals are already plotlin-

npiinst his return.

I don't eoiiie to eonifort yon; I oidy briii;.'- voii niv heart to

beat in sympathy with yoiir<. and help you to bear widi litV.

I eoine to bid you weep, fur only with tears can you ])ureha.-"

the joy of uK'etini: him a.^rain. liemeniber. he is trawliihr

towards Heaven, and every stej) forward whieh yon takr

brink's you nearer to him. {"very duty done breaks a, link in

the chain tliat ki'eps you apart.

Louise, in my arms you will once more raise your Iwail

and go on your way to him. pure, nol)le. washed of all those

errors, whieh had no root in your heart, and bearin<r with ymi
the harvest of <<:tHH\ deeds which, in his name, you will ae-

coniplish here.

I scribble these hasty lines in all the bustle of preimration.
and internipted by the babie> and by Armand, who keep-

cryin<ir. "(iodniother. ^^odmother! 1 want to see iier," till I

am almost jealous, lie might bo your child

!
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SECOND PART

XLVIir

ttie baronn'e de mact'mer to the comtesse de
l'estouade

Orldlxr 1."., 1833.

Yrs. l?on('i\ it is qiiito tnio ; yon havo boon corroctly informed.

I !ia\t' sold my house. I h;ivo sold ( 'hijiitcplcurs, and the

fan;!.- in Scine-ot-Marno. but no more, plea-e I I am neither

Hi. ill iiur ruined, 1 assure you.

Lit us i:o into the matter. When evorythinjr was wotind
Uji, there remained to me of mv ]ioor ^laeunior's fortune

ii!i"!it twelve hundred thousniid franco. I will aecount, as to

.: jirartieal sistei, for every |ietiny of this.

1 put a million into the Three per Cents when thev wore
at iifty. and so I have "ot an income for nivself nf sixtv thou-
-.i!i<l francs, instead of the thirty thonsaml whi( h the property

'^Idcil. Then, only think what my life was. Six months
!! the year in the eountr\-. reiiewimr leases, listenin<r to the

_'nmii)les (d* the farmers, who pay when it pleases them, and
,ui ttiuL' as hored as a sportsman in wet weath.r. There wa.s

prnihice to .<ell, and [ always sold it at a lo~-. T!i(>n. in

I'.iri- my house repre.-eiited a rent.il nf ten thousand francs:

1 li.id to invest mv money at the notaries; I wa- kept waitin;;

!
!• til'' interest, and could mdy trot the money hack hv proso-

' -tiii'j-; in addition 1 had to study the law nf mortizatre. In
-'i"!'i. there was business in N'ivi'niais, in Seine-et-^farnt^ in

I'll •—and what a burden, what a nuisance, what a vexing
and h)sing game for a widow of twonty-soven I

fi
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Wlicrcas now my fortune i~ seen red on the Riiilgot. In

]il;i(i' <i( pavin;: t,-i\c> to the >tatc. 1 n'ccivf from it, evcrv

half-year, in my own |)er~(in. ami free from enst. ihirtv tliou-

f-and fraiK- in lliirty notes, liamled uver tlie counter to me
l»y a 'lapper lillle clerk at the Treasury, who snnles when
lie sees nil- coiriin;: I

Supposin;,'- the nation ijeeame hankrupt? Well, to begin

with:

I'is not mini- to setk trouble so far from my door.

Ai ilie woi-^t. loo. the nation would not dock me of more
than lialf my Income, .~o I -hould still he as well ofT as bcforo

my investment, and in the mi'antinie I shall be drawing a

(loulile income until the catastrophe arrive-, A nation doesn't

become bankrufit mori' than once in a century, so I <hatl iiave

plenty of time to ama>s a little capital out nf mv savings.

.\nd finally, is not the Cmnte de ri-'storade a peer of this

July seiiii-reitublic? Is he not one of those pillars of rovaltv

nfrered by the "people" i,, il,,. King of the French? How can

I have (pialnis with a friend at Court, a great financier, head
of the .\iidit Department? I defy you to arraign mv sanity!

I am almo-t as good at sums as your citizen king.

Do you know what inspires a woman with all this arilh-

inetic !' Lo\i'. my dear I

Alas I the moment has como for unfolding to von tln^ mys-
teries of my conduct, the motives of which have ballled even

your keen sight, your prying affection, and your subtlctv.

I am to he married in a country village near Paris. I love

i"i'l iiin lov((|. I love as much as a woman can who knows
love well. I am lo\ed as much as a woman ought to be by the

man -he adores.

Korgive iiM'. W( nee. for keeping this a secret from yon and
from e\erv one. If your friend .-vades all spies and puts
eurio-iiv on a fa!-e track, vou must admit that mv feeling
for poor .Maiaimer justifi.,1 -ome di---imulation. Resides,
lie THstorade and yon woul,] lia\e deafened me with reinon-
.-t ranees, and jilagued ine to death with vour iiiisLrivintrs. ti
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uiiifh the faot^J niiu^ht have Ifiit ^oltu culn;-. Vmi know, if n >

-lie rl^i' docs, to what pitcli my jcalmi-y can <.'o, and all tlii>

\w'uld only liave been useless torture to inc. f was di'tennincd

I., carry out, on my own res])on.>iliilit\ . wliat voii, lIcm'T. will

.,i;! my in.-anc project, and 1 would lake couu-cl nnl\- with

i:i_\ I'Wii head and heart, fnr all the wurld liki' a -ehonl^'-jj-i

.;:\!Me- tile slip to hi r watchful |iaren!-.

Tile man 1 love pos-e-,-cs iMthin;,'' hut thiri\ ihnn-and
!!-ancs" Worth of dcKts, which I have paid. What a theme
f.a- eo'iiment liere I V(Ui wnnld have tried to ma!;e (la-tou

"at an adventurer: your liu.-hand would have -ei ijetefiiv-^

la the dear hoy. 1 preferred to >ifi him for m\~i!f. lie

iia- iieeii wooinjr nic now clo.-e on two vcars. I am twentv-
.-even, he is twenty-three. The dilferene.'. I admit, i- Ine/e

"iicM it is on the wroni^' side, .\nother >ouree of lamentation '

l,a-tly. he is a ])oeI. and has li\ed hy lii> tr:id<'—that i- to

-ay. on ne.xt to nothinL^ as y<ui will readilv understand. P.e-

iiij- a poet, he ha- spent more time weaviu'.'- (la\ -dnsam-. and
lia-kniiT. lizar.i-like, in the >un, than serihinu'' in hi- diuL'v

L'arret. .\'ow. pi-actical people have a wa\ of tarrim: witJi

the same brush of inconstancy author.-, arli-ts. and in ireneral

ail men who live hy tiaar brains. Their nimhli' and fertile

•^it lays tlicni open to the chari:e of a Hke a.irility in matters
ef the heart.

Spite of the debts, ppitc of the difrerenee in aire, spite of
li,e poetry, an end is to be placed in a few davs to a heroic

n-istance of more than nine months. dnrinL-- which he has
iiet been allowed oven to kiss my hand, and >o also end< the
-a^iiii of our sweet, pure, love-makin;:. T]\\- i- not the mere
-iM'render of a raw. ignorant, and curiou- irirl. a- it was

' U'hl years a<:o : the ,i:ift is deliberate, and my lover awaits
: with such loyal patience that, if ] plea-eil. I could po^tnone
'•• marria^ire for a year. There i- no siu-vilitv in thi-: love's

- ive he may be. but the heart is not slavish. Xevep have I

- !i a man of noblir feelini:, or one who-e tenderness was
:
"I'e rieli in fancy, who-e love bore more the imiirc" of his

- il. .Mas! my sweet one. the art of love is his hy herita',^e.

\ fru «'ori1» will ti.ll Iii^- ctfiT-T
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My friend !i;is im utiicr naiiu' tlian Marie (ia.~ton. He i.
the illecritiinat.. m,u of il,,. I„.aiiliriil Ladv I5raiulun, ul„.-.
fame niu.-;l liave reaclie(| v.ni. an.l who died" bn.ken-liearted, a
vietiiii to the \rni:taiuc of Lady Dudhy— a i,dia>tlv fiUn\-'ui
whieh the drar huy kii,,u>. iiothiri,i:. Ma'rir (ia^oii was jilacd
by his hroiher l^ouis in a hnardin---ch(,ol at 'I'ours. where ii..

remained till Ls-j;. I.„uis. afl.T setlHii- his hrotlier ;,t

soliu(d, sailed a few day.> later for foreign parts "lo seek in.
fortune," to u.-e the words of an ..Id woman who had phiu.i
the j.arl of I'rovid, i,ro to j,,,,,. Tin. hrother turned saiior
used to write him. at ion- interval>. htters .luite fatherly ui
tone, and hreatlnnx a noljle -pint : hut a siru--lin- life newr
allowed hini to return home. His la.-t letter told Marie thai
he had iieen aj.pointed Caj^tain in the navy of .-ome American
repuhlie, and exhorteil hiin to hope for better dav-^.

Alas! since then three years have })assed, aiid my poor
poet has never h-ard apun. So dearlv did he love his
brother, tiiat he w.udd have started to' look fur him hut
for Daniel dWrthe/, the well-known author, who took a
generous interest in .Afarie (iaston. and prevented him carrv-
inp out his mad impul-e. Xor was this all; often would
he pve him a cru.t and a corner, as the poet puts it in 1in
graphic words.

For, in truth, the jwor lad was in terrible straits; he
was actually innocent enoii-jh to believe— incredible as it

seem.<—that ^a^niiis was the shortest road to fortune, ana
trom l,s-J8 to 18;{3 his one aim has been to make a name
for hiiiKelf in letter-. Xaturallv h\< litV was a fri-htfui
tissue of toil and hardships, alternating between hope ami
despair. The -o„d advice ,d" d'Arthe/ could not prevail
a<riiin..l the allurements of ambition, and his debts went on
,i:row,n- like a Miowball. Still he was bejrinnin- to come
intonotiee wlu-n I happeie.l to niert him at Mine. d'Espard^.
•U hrst sisrht he inspired me. unconsciously to himself, with
the most vivid svmpathv. Huw did it come about that this
virtrin heart had been left for me? The fact is that mv
poet combines genius and cleverness, passion and prhl... anil
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.1. 'null arc always afraid of ^.Mcatiic-- wliiili !ki> no weak j^ide

' it. How many victoi'if- were inrdrd lid'orc .lnM>]>liino

• lidd SCI' the irrcat .Napolroii in the liule Honapartc whom
'f had married ?

I'l or (ia-ton is iniKHviit rnou^:h lo think lie knows the

!,:aMirc (d' my love I He -imply has not an idea of it, but

' w>u I mii>t make it clear: for ilii> l.'ttcr. Rencc, is sonic-
•'

p,;j m the nature of a la-l will and tt'.>tamcnt. Woi^'h

!1 what 1 am ^^oim: to say. I \n'>: of vou.

Al this moment 1 am coniideni of hein^ hjvcd as jicrhaps

' another wdman on thi> earth, nor have 1 a >hadow of

'i'.dit as to the perfc-ct happiness (d' our wedded life, to

iiicii 1 hrinu' a feclinj: hitherto unknown to me. Yes. for

•^e tirst time in my life. 1 know the deliirht of bein^' swayed
passion. That which every woman seeks in love will bo

:!.ii:e in marria^re. A.- poor Felijie once adonnl me. so do I

I'W adore (ia;-lon. 1 have lost control of myself. 1 tninble
!' f'tre this boy as the- Arab hero used to tremble before me.

I'l a word, the balance of love is now on my side, and
•'i> makes me timid. 1 am full of the most absurd terrors.

1 am afraid of beiiij,' de-ertt d. afraiil <d' becomim: old and
M-ly while Gaston still retains his youth and beauty, afraid

f iiiming short of hi> hopes I

\iid yet I believe I have it in me, I believe 1 have sutfieient
' -votion and ai)ility. not only to keej) alive the tlame of his

•\>- in our solitary life, far from the world, but even tc

iii.ike it burn stron^rer and bri^diter. If I am mistaken, if

t'lis splendid iilyl of love in hidinir niust come to an end

—

:!!! end I what am I saying?— if I timl (laston's love less in-

!"ii:-e any day than it was the evening before, be sure of

thw. Hence, I should visit my failure only on mvself: no
i 'line -hoiild attach to him. I tell you now it would mean
••IV death. Xot even if I had children could I live on tlie.-e

•• rri:-. for I know my.-elf. Hence. I know that my nature is

'•
l^.ver's rather than the moili.T's. 'I'lun fore b,-f.,re tak-

':-' 'his vow uiion my soul. 1 implore you. mv Hence, if this

; -ii-ter befall me, to take the place of mother to my children
;
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let them ho my h'lsiu-y to you ! All tli.it I know of von. your
blind attiicliriicni to duty, your ran- Lril'l-. vonr love of (hi!.

drcii, your atrctiou lor nii'. would hcl|i to make mv death
I dare not >ay fa>y-- Imt at !ea,-t lr-^ hitter.

'I'he compact I lia\e thus made with my-ejf adds a va;::ip

terror to ihr .-olcmriity of my marriau'e ccreiiioiiv. For j!;:.

reason I wi-h to have no one whom I know present, and :•

will i]c performed in xTrct. Lot my heart fail me if il u:'.
at least I shall not read anxiety in ymir dear eves, and I

aloni' shall know that lhi< new marria;:e-eontraet which I

si^ni may he my death warrant.

I .-hall not refer ai:ain to ilii> airreenienf entiM-ed into I),-

twoeii my present self and the >eir i am to U\ I have con-
fi<led it to you in order that you miLdit know the full exti'iit

of your re-poii>ihilitie-. In marrvini: I retain full control
of my |iroi)erty : and (ia-tou. while aware thai I have enou^di
to secure a eomfr)rtah!e life for hoth of u<. is iirnorant of Tt-

amount. Within twenfy-foin- hour- 1 >!iall dis|)ose of n
as I please; and in order to sa\e him from a humiliatiii-
position. I shall have -^lock. hrin-iiiu' in twcdve thousand
francs a year, av-i-ned lo him. He will (ind this in his de-k
on the eve of our we.ldin;:. If he declined to accept, I should
break oil' the whole thin;:. I had to threaten a rupture to int
his permi.-sion to pay hi- dehts.

This lon.ij cmfes-ion has tired inc. I shall finish it the
day after to-morrow; I have to spend to-morrow in tlu'

countrv.

October 2WA.

I will tell you now the steps T have taken to insure se-

Precy. My ohjcct ha- 1 n to ward (df every possible incite-

ment to my ever-wak(d'ul jealoii-v. in imitation of the Itali,:;'

]irince>s. who. like a lioiie>s rusliin;r on her |irev, carried ;

off to some Swiss town to devour in jieace. And I confide
my plans to you oulv hei au-e I have another favor to he^^:

r.ariKdy. that vou will respect our solitude and never coii'e

to iicc us uninvited.
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T\v.> years apo I pureluifeil a small proixTty ovt'rlookiii;,'

:;:, |M,ii(ls (if \'ilk' (I'Avray. on the n>ail In X'crsailK's. It

n-i~t- |>1' twenty aeres of iiieadow land, the skirts of a

iv.^i.i. and a fine fruit ^zardeii. Helow the ineadnws the land

•

i.i- ii.Tii excavated so as to make a lakelri of altoiU threi;

;v- 111 extent, with a eharniinj: little i>lan(l in the middle.

i
:;. Miiall valley is shut in hy two uraeefiil. thickly-wooded

-i-i].!-. where rise delicious spririLTs that water my park hy

nuaii- of channels cleverly dispo>c(| hy my architect. Fi-

n;i!l\. thev fall into the royal ponds, <.diiii|iscs of wliicii can

i„ -ifii here and there, jrleaminir in the distance. My littlo

Mi'k has i)een admirahly laid out hy the architect, who has

-iirpiiniiied it hy hedjxes, walls, or ha-has. accordinir to the

lie of the land, so that no |)os>il)le point of view may he

\ chalet has heen hiiilt for me half-way up the liillside,

'.^iiii .1 charming ex])o>ure, liavinir the. woods of the Ronce
"•

' ither side, and in front a grassy >lope runnini: down to

Uif lake. Kxternally the chalet i- an exact copy of those

\\':rt\\ are so inucli admired t)y travelers on the road from

> "11 to Brieir. and whieii fascinated me when I was return-

i!!.r from Italv. Tiie internal decoration> will hear eoin-

i,in,~on with those of the nio.-t celebrated t)iiildiiiL:s of the

k'li.i.

A hundred ])ac-e> from this rustic dwelliiiir staiiils a cliarm-

'!;_' and ornamental house, eomniunicatini: with it hy a suh-

hMiineaii passajre. This contains the kitchen, and other

V'!-.ants" rooms, stables, and coach-houses. Of all tin- series

(; lir;ek huildinjrs. the fa<:ade alone is .-ieen. LM-aceful in its

s".'!plicitv, apiinst a haekirround of shruhhery. .\nother

ijiiildinj; serves to lodjre the pirdeners and ma,<ks the en-

n-.ince to the orchards and kitehen-;,rardens.

I hi' entrance irate to the property is so hidden in the wall

li'ildiiiL' tlie park from the wood as almost to defv dete('tion.

'\'\>u plantations, already well (zrown. will, in two or three

enrs. completely hide the hiiildin^'s. so that, except in win-

e r. when the trees are bare, no trace of hal)itation will ap-

21
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i)ear to the outside world.
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All that is choice, pretty, or de((uali\e in my house in the
Uiu- (111 Hae has l)ccii traii<iiorteil to the chalet. The Rem-
,'.;:iriiit hanps on the staircase, as thou;.'!, jt „,,,.,, ., ,]„,ro dauh;
liir iinl)l)eina faces the Ruhens in //I'v .-tudy; tlie Titian,
uhi. !i my siatcr-in-hiw Mary sent me from Madrid, adorns
tile boudoir. The lieaiiti fill fiiniihire picked up by Felipe
Inok-i very well in the jjarlor, which tlie architect lias deco-
ratMJ most ta>tefully. l-Acrytliin.L' at the chah't is charm-
ini:ly ,-imph'. witli {]], .simplicity which can"t he ^'ot under
a lumdrcil thousand francs. Our -rronnd-tloor rests on cel-

lars, which are built of millstone and emiiedded in con-
crete; it is almost completelv buried in Mowers and shrubs,
and is deliciously cool without a vesti^^e of damp. To com-
pirte the picture, a fleet of white swans sail over my lake!

"li! Renee. the silence which rei^^'iis in this valley would
hrini: joy to the dead! One is awakeneil by the birds sing-
iti_' nr the breeze rustliuLr in t'le poplars. A little spring,
li Mn\..rcd by the architect in dijr.Lnnir the foundations of the
wall, irickles down the hili>ide over >ilverv sand to the lake,
iietw.vn two banks of watcr-cre-^s, hu;:;:ing the edge of the
w. '»]<. I know nothing that money can buy to e(|ual it.

M.:v not (Jaston come to loathe this too perfect bliss? I

-iii.'Mi r to think how complct(> it is. for the ripest fruits
ii.iii"ir the worms, the most gor>rf'ons flowers attract the in-
-'1 1-. Is it not ever the monarch of the forest which is eaten
.i\^.iv l)v the fatal brown grub, greedy as death? T have
' iDiid before now that an iin-^een and jealous power attacks
liU'liiness which has reached perfection. Resides, this is the
i""ral of all your fireaching. and you have been proved a
[iroiihet.

U lien T went, the day before yest(>rday. to see, whether my
'I' wliim had been carried out. tears rose to my eyes; and.

reat surprise of my architect, I at once pas.^ed his
I emit fo r payment.

I'lit. madaine." he exclaimed, "your man of business will
ii-c to pav this; it is a matter of three liundred thousand

:ranes." ^ify only re])ly was to add the words. "To be paid

it

Bii^:'^:
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without (iticstioii." with tin- iHMniiL' "f a sovontppnth-oenturv
('liaiilicii.

"iiiit. I -Mid. ••i1hii. i~ nil- cniKliliiin to tiiy trratitudc. N'o

liuriiaii bcitiL' iiiu>l heir Irnni v.mi of the |)ark and hiiildii!::^,

I'roiiiisc iiif. (Ill yiiiir lidiior, tu uIjmtvc tliis article in u'lr

contrail -iiiit to hrciithc to .1 >oiil the propridorV nam.'"
Nnw. can yoii undcr-Miid tlic inc.niinLr of iiiv -iidddi .ur-

ncvs, iMv mystcrion.- cniiiiiiir^ ;|„,| u„j,|j_,,y \;,,^^._ ,|,, ^.,,,| ^^^^^^^,

whither tliosi- hciiiitiful iliinL:-^. wliidi the world Mippo^o to

he sold, have tlowii ? Do yon perceive the ultiiiiato niotivi'

of my ohan^'c of investment ? Love, my de.ir. i- a v.i-t hiisi-

nes- and they wlio \voii|,l ~U(,e(,| in it slionld hnve no other.

Henceforth I >liall ha\c no mon- trouble from money mat-
ters; I have taken all tiio thorn- out of my life, and dune
my hoii>ekee|.ini: work once for all with a ven-reance, so a?

never to he troubled uiib ii a^'ain. e\., pt durin;: the dailv
ten minute- whii h 1 -hall devote to my old niajor-dorn'o
Philippe, I have made a study cd" life and its sharp curve-;
there came a day when death also -ave me liar-h les-;on,-.

Xow I want to turn all thi< to account. My one iK'oupa-
tion will he to please liini and love liini. to hrij^'hten with
variety what to common mortals is monotonouslv dull.

(iaston is still in complete iirnorance. At mv re(|iiest he
has, like myself, taken up hi- .piarters at Ville "dWvray ; to-

morrow we -tart for the chalet. Our life there will ost

hilt little; but if I told you the sum I am sottin^r aside for

my toilet. y(m would exclaim at my madness, and with rea-

son. I intend to take as much troiihh' to make myself beauti-
ful for him every day a.s other women do for society. My
dress in the country, year in, year (uit, will cost twenty-four
thou.sand francs, and the lar<rer portion of this will not 1:0

in day costnmes. As for him. he ran wear a blouse if hn
pleases! Don't suppose that I am -zoin,£r to turn our lifo

into an amorous duel and wear myself out in devices for
feediiii^r passion; all that I want is to have a conscience free
from reproach. Thirteen y(>ar> still lie before me as a pri'ttv

woman, and I am determined to be loved on the last dav of
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;!:• iliirtecnth even iiinic foinlly tlisiii on tlic morrow of our

):,\-Ii ri'iiis niij)tials. 'I'liis tiiiir no ciittin;.' wonl- -hall mar
!!iv I'lwly. grateful contint. 1 will take the part of servant,

.-ii:i< tliat of iiii»trt'ss tiirovc so ill with iiic licfori'.

\'i! Iii'iiee. if (;a>ton lias soiindi'ii, a- I have, the heights

,ii 1 '! pills <if love, my ha|)|)ii»>> is a--iiiii|I Nature at the

,ii,J. I wcar> her fairest face. 'I'lu' wnoils an' cliariuiiig;

t.iih -!i ]) opens up to you some fii'-li vi.-ia of coo! gri'ciiery,

\i::<:i tlcligiits the soul by the sweet thoughts it wakerm.

T >'\ bnathe of love, if only tlii- he not the gorgeous tliea-

tr. iln --((! hy my liand for my own martyriloml

In nvo thiys from now I shall he Mine, (la-ton. My God!
1- ;: titling a Christian so to love mortal man?
'Will, at least you have the law with you,"" was tlie eoin-

n:' lit ()( my man of hii-ine^s. who is to he one of my wit-

!'• --I -. aiiii who e.\elaimi'(l, on diseovering why my projKTty

U.I- to he realized, "I am losing a client!"'

\ii'l you, my swi'etheart (whom I dare no longer call ray

i'V. I one), may you not cry, "I am losing a sister?"

M\ sweet, address when you write in future to Mine. Gas-

! II, I'oste Kestante, Versailles. We shall send there every

ihiv for letters. I don"t want to he known to the eountr}'

j'v .i)!e, and we .shall get all our provisions from Paris. In

tliis way I hope we may guard the secret of our lives. Xo-
i'ly has been seen in the place during the year spent in

; --paring our retreat; and the purchase was made in the

ti'iiibled period which followed the revolution of July. The
I'liiv person who has shown himself here is the architect; he

ai"! c is known, and he will not return.

i anwell. As I write this word, I know not whether my
'"Mrt is fuller of grief or joy. That proves, does it not,

;iii! the pain of losing you equals my love for Gastou?

i
m0
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thrri. mv f I II 11(1, sill' Int'd rue from lliiil rnisliiii;: Iciad of

ill ii. whifli was 111* -(M ni p. \,,ii She is wvaltliv. 1 am
I

.niiilf-s. Many a time lia\c I i\( hiiiiit'd, in one mi mv tits

"!' iilli Ili'SS, "«»|i fill- ^iiliic ^'Iral llrirt'-,-. to til't lliT CVC Oh

M.r!" Ami iiou. in jinx-m ! of tin- fcalilv. tlw hov's cari'-

! -- jiv-i. the iiii-iTiiiiiiloii- ivnici-m of the outcast, liavf

:iiil-.c vani-licd. Icavin;.' in tln'ir |ilari< onlv a l>ili.T -d .-•

'! hiimili.ilioii, whii'li not tlir mo-t lon-idiTaii' tciidcrni's.s

-i: lirr part, nor my own assiirami of |i,r iiol.li- nattirc. ran

!• iiio\.. Xjiy. what hctirr pnxif of mv lo\c loiiid tluTi'

i \!-t, for hor or for mvxIF, lliaii ihi- -haiiic, from uhich I

li.n^' iioi recoiled, even when powerle-- to overcome it? 'I'lie

\.\<: iviiiain- that llieie i> a. point, where, far from [iro'oot-

i:i_. I am the protected.

'rhi~ i' my pain whieli I confide to von.

ivxcept in ihis one particular, dear Daniel, my fondest

'ii'Mins are more than realixed. I'ain-t and n >lile-i amonir
u Miieii, viuli a hride mii:ht indeed raise a man lo mdily
lieJL'ht.s of bliss. Her irentle wa\s are -easoned with wit,

!ii i' love comes with an ever-fresh jirace and charm : her mind
1^ Well informed and (|iiick' to understand: in pn-.-on, she is

fair and lovely, with a rounded -limiie-.. a- tl!o,i:.rli Haphael
and I'uhens had conspired lo create a woman ! I do not know
uiiiih.T I could have worshiped with such fervor at the
-!;rine of a dark hcaiity; a hniiiotte always strikes me as an
liiilini-lied hoy. .She is a widow, childless, and twenty-seven
'M- of a;.'e. Thoiijrh hrimfiil of life and eneriry, she has

h'r moods also of dreamy melancholv. 'I"lie-e rare irifts jxo

":i!i a proud aristocratic heariiiir: she has a line pre-enee.

Sho lK'|oni.'s to one of tliose old families who make a fetich

"f y.m'k. yet loves nie eiion^'-h to iirnore the misfortune of mv
lii!';!i. Our secret pa--ion is now of lonix standinir: we have
ni.ide trial, each of the other, and find tliat in the matter
"f le.doiisv we are twin -pirits; our thouirhts are the rcver-

i" fat ion of the sjmie thunderclap. We hoth love for the first

t'lee. and this hewitchinir sprinu'time has filled its dav- for

Us with all the imaLn's of deli<xht that fimcy can paint in

:
'3 ta
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laufrhinfT, j^woot, i>r inu>ini,'- iikkk!. ()i:r pntli lias hoon strewn

with t.lii' llnwcr- of tfinlcr iiiiajriiiinirs. Kadi lioiir hron^rlit

its nwii wialtli. and when we parted, it was to ])ut our

tliniii:lit> in MISC. Xdt i'ar a iiKinunt did I liarl)(>r the idiii

of snll\ iii,<: the liri.ulitncss nf such a time hy ;,Mviii^ tlic rein

to sensual passion, linwevcr it nii;:ht chafe witliin. She was

a widow and free; intuitively, she rcalixei] all the honiairc

iin[)lied in tiiis constant sclf-re>traiiit, which often niovcd her

to tears. Can yf)n not read in this, my friend, a soul of nohlc

teiiiper'r In mutual fear we shunned even the first kiss of

love.

"We have eaeli a wronir to reproach ourselves with." .she

said one day.

"Where is yours ?" I a-ked.

"My iiiarriap'.'" was her reply.

Danitd, you arc a i:iant amonf us. and you love one of the

most <rifted women of the ari-tocracy. which has prodiic<'(l

my Annandc: what need to tell you more? Such an answer
lays bare to you a woinairs heart ami all the hap.pincss which
is in store for your friend,

Mauie Gaston.

i ir

MME. DE l/ESTORAnr: TO .MME. PE MArUMER

Louise, can it he that, with all your knowled,<:e of the deep-
seated mischief wrouirht hy the indulirr'nce of passion, even

within the heart of inarriae'c \'i>\\ are plannin<x a life of

wedded solitude? Ilavin'j sacrilurd your first hushand in

the course of a fashionahle career, would you now flv to the

desert to consume a second!' What stores of miserv vou are

layin;j: up for yourself!

But I see from the wav you have set about it that there :-

no yoiiii: back. The man who has overcome voiir aversioi'

to a second marriage must indeed possess some magic of

<flK^;r>«ini£WBK
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riiiini .iiid heart; and vdii Liiii only lie left to your illusions.

r,:;i liavc you forgotten your t'nriiicr ci'ii ici>;ii n\\ youiiir men?
N.'i Miir, you would -ay. but has visitc(l haunts of shame,

.;;.^1 lias he.-uiin lu'd his purity with the filth of tin.' streets.

W lirre is the ehan^uc, pray— in llirni of in you!-'

^'(.u are a lucky woman to he ahlc to jjciifve in happiness.

; 'ia\e not the eoura^^e to hlanie you for it. tlnnmii the in-

-:::Ht of aifeetion uri^e- nic to (li.--uailc \ou from this mar-

..._'e. Yes, a thon-and tiiiir>, yc~. ii i- naic thai nalnro and
.I'ty are at one in makiiiL: war on ah-oluie happinos. he-

.',•! >iich a condition is oppn-cd t^ ilic laws of huth; pos-

- :.:y, al-o. hrcau-e lli'avcn is jealous id" il~ pri\ ilcircs. Mv
\e for you forebodes some disaster to which all my peni'tra-

[r'i\ can ;;-ive no definite form. I know neither whence nor

ii'iiM whom ii will arise; but one need be no prophet to fore-

:> '.I that the mere wciidit <d' a liii!irid|e-.> happine-s will over-

ji'iuer voii. K.xcess of joy is harder to bear tlian any amount
e rrow.

\;:ainst him I liave not a word to say. You love him,

;i: d in all pi labiiiiy I have never -cen him; luit .-onie idle

li.i
. I ho|>e you will send me a sketch, however >li,eiit, of this

rare, tine animal.

It' you see me .so resi^nx'd and cheerful, it is l)eeause T am
leiiviiiced tliat. once the honeymoon is over, vou will both,

.vitii one accord, fall back into the common track. Some
d;.y. two years hence, when we arc walkiiiir aloiiLT tins famou.^

!. you will exclaim, "Why. there is the chalet which was
til l)e uiy home for ever I" .\nd you will lauirh your dear old

:a.i_'h, which shows all your ])retty teeth I

I have said iiothin<r yet to Louis; it woidd lie too ixood an
"i'eiun;.' for his ridicule. I shall tell him simply that you
,.re L.'-nini: to be married, an 1 that you wi>h it kept secret,

1 iiliickily, you need neither i lotlier nor sister for your bridal

'•'inni:. We are in October now; like a brave woman, vou

are LTapplinfr with winter first. If it were not n (pie~tj.>n

•

''

Miarriaire, 1 should say you were taking'' the bull bv ihe

.'i"iii~. In anv ease, vou will have in me the mo-t disereet

.

' V.iiT_M -^%fi_f^..-Lt..i' .. . -i^_ ^ . Tly
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and intollipont of fritiids. Tluit inystorious ro,£tion. known
jis the ct'ntro of Africii, hns .-waliowcd up many trawlers, i;n.l

you seem to uw to In' lauiicliini,'- on an cxiicditiini which, in

the (loinaiii of scntiinciit. <urr('s|iiiii(U to thu-c ivIhtc -o ukuh'

cxploror- liavc IKI•i^lll(l. wh.'thrr in th.c >an(l> or -a, ihc liamls

if natives, ^oiir dt'scrt is, happily, only two Icaizuos from
I'aris, M> I ciin wi-li you ijuili.' clietTfully, "A safe journey
and spwdy return."

LI

if**

THE COMTKS.SK I)i; l,"i;.ST()i; ADi; TO MMK. >lAiai-: OASTON'

183,').

What has coiiic to you, uiy dear? .Xftcr a sili.ncc of two
years, snrcl\ iiciiec ha- a riuht to fi"d an\iou- alxuit Louise.

So thi- i- l(i\el It iuai-he- a-ide and >eatters to the winds
a friendship such as our.- 1 ^ou must adndt that, devoted a-

I am to my eliildreu— ni'ire even perhaps than vnu to vour
(laston— a mother's love ha- somethim;' e\pan>;ve ahout il

which does not allow il to steal from other alVections. or intor-

I'ere with tile claims of fricnd-liip. I ndss vour letters, 1

'onu' for a si^rht of your dear. >weet fai-e. Oh I Louise, mv
heart ha.s only conjecture to t'eed upon!

As re<xards our-elvcs. I will try and tell you evcrythinfr

a- hrietly as possihle.

On readini: over ai:iiin ycmr hnt h'tt(>r l)Ut one, I find some
>lin,Lrim: comnuuits on our political situation, ^'ou mocked
at us for keeping' the post in the .\udit nepartment, which.
as well as the title of Count. Louis owed to the favor of

Charles X. I5nt I shoidd like to kimw. please, how it would
he possihl,. ,,ni ,,|' an iiKome of forty thousand livres, tliirtv

thi^usand of MJiicIi .j,, s\\\]\ ilic entaij. to irive a suitahle start

in life to .Xthi'nais and mv poiu- little iicL'szar I.ene. Was it

not a dutv to livi' on our salary and prudently allow the in-

come of the estate to accumulate? in this way we shall, in
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twf'iity years, havt- put tnirctinT almiit si\ luindrpd thousniid

fnmc.-. which will provitic portiniis tor my iliiiiuhtcr and
) r iuiK'. whom I destine for the na\y. The poor little chap

will have ;in ineoiiie of ten tlion-and livi-fs. und perhaps wo
may contrive to leave him in ca-li eiioimh to hrinjr his por-

t!'i!i lip to the amount of his sister's.

When he is Captain, my lnL'-LMr will he ahle to make a

wealthy marria,ue. and take a position in society as good

a- his elder hrother's.

i'lie>e considerations of jtrudence determined thv' accept-

aii'f in our family (d' the new order of tliini^s. The tiev.-

'1. iia,-ty, as was natural, raised Louis to tht Peerairo aii''

made him a ,:.'rand olllcer (d' tlif Lei:ion of Honor. The oath

"lice taken, Ti'lstoi'ade could not We lia!f-hearte(I in liis ser-

\ac>. and he lias siiu-e then made
ilic Chamher. Tlie po-iiiun he ha-

him-elf very nsefid in

now attained is one in

\^ iiii h he can rest upon his oar- till the end of lii- dav-. ITe

h,i.- a L'ood deal of adroitiios in hii-ini ss matters; and thouL'h

lie can hardly 1k' called an orator, >))eak- [ilea-antiv and
I'lciuly. which is all that is nece^-a'T in politics. His

r'.rcwdiicss and the extent of his information in all matters

"f uovi'rniuent and admiiii^trati(Mi are fully appn^aateil,

and all j)arties consider him indis])cnsable, I wa\ u\\ vou

t'l 1! he was recently olTercd an end»a>sy. hut I would not let

lii;n accept it. I am tied to Paris hy the eilucation of Ar-

laaud and Athenais—who are now rcspecti\e!y thirteen and
nearly eleven—and I don't intend leavin^x till little Rene has

ci!!;plcted his, which is just he^nnnin.i.r.

We could not have remained faithful to the elder branch
iif th(- dyna.*ty and returnetl to our country life without al-

!''wing the education and prospects of the three children to

>utfer. A mother, my sweet, is hardly called on to he a

I'cius, especially at a time when tlu' type is rare. In fifteen

'.cars from now. I'Estorade will he ahle to retire to La C'ram-

pade on a iroood pension. haviuL'' foimd a phice as rcforon-

dan,- for Armand in the Audit Department.

•As for Kene, the navy will doubtless make a diplomatist
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of him. Tho littlt' roj:ii(', at sovcii yciirs old. ha.s all tho nm-
uin<: of ail old Cardiriiil.

Oh! Louise. I am iiidocd a happy mother. M- children
are an endless source of jov to me.

Sonza brania situra ricrhozza.

! I r If

Armand is a day seholar at Henri TV.V school. T made
up my mind he slioiihl have a puhlie-school traininsr. vet

coiild not reconcile my>clf to the thoii,<rlit of partini: with
hi-.i; so I compromised, a- llie Due d"()rleaii. did h..rn,v he
hecame—or in order tliai iir miiiht hecoim— Louis i'hilippc.
Every morning Lucas, the old -servant whom you will remem-
her, takes Armand to school in time for the first les-oii.

and hrinu's him home again at half-pa-t four. In the house
we have a private tutor, an admirable scholar, who he!p<
An;.and with his work in the evenings, and calls him in tlV'

morning at the .school hour. Lucas takes him .-^ome lunch
during the play hour at midday. In tlii- wav I am with
my hoy at dinner and until he gcK's to hed at ni<:lit. and f

see him ofT in the morning.
Armand is the ^a^H• charming little fellow, full of feel-

ing and unselfi.^h impulse, whom you loved: and his tutor
is quite pleased with him. I still have Xais and the hahv-

-

two restle.<s little mortals—hut I am quite as much a child
as they are. I could not i»ring myself to los." the darlin?-^'
sweet caresses. T could not live without the feelinir that "at

any moment T can fly to Armamrs JM-dside and watch hi<
slumhers or snatch a kiss.

Vet home education is not without its drawhacks. to which
T am fully alive. S.^ietv. like nature, is a .jealous powi^r,
and will not have her ri-hts encroached on. or her system
set at naught. Thus, children who are brought up at home
are exposed too early to the ^re of the world: thev see it'^

passions and l),>cnme at home in its sul)t(>rfuges. f lie finer
distinctions, whieh regulate the conduct of matured men
and women, elude their perception-;, and tliev take fwlin"

Ltis^'



-Wjai9ifceiljM^.i«rfift^^^

LETTEIJS OF TWO BKIDES 33:5

,i!ii! pa^.-ion for their ^Miidc in-tcail of siiljonlinatinL' tlio,so

I.' liic code of socii'ty; wiiil-l \\\v ;;ay lra|i|iin;:s and tinsel

uiiicli attract so inucli <>( llic worldV I'avor Idiiul tlu'iii to tho

iiiijinrtaiicc of tho more sohcr virliics. A child of fifteen

•.v.tli ihe assurance of a man nf the world i> a thin:: a.L'aiii^t

,i!l nature; at twentv-llve he will lie [ireniatiirely old, and his

([locions knowIedL'-c only nnflt~ him for tho irenuine study

Mii which all solid ahility niu^t rest. lAd- in Mxietv is one

I 'ii_'- comedy, and tlio-c who take part in it. like other actors,

n lliit itack inipri's>ion> whi<di never [>enetrate helow tho sur-

face. A mother, therefore, who wisiics n"t to part from her

ihiidren, uni<t resolutely delerniine that they >hall not ontor

;!ie t:ay world; she must have couraL-^e to re>i-t their in-

wii:a,tions. as well as her own. ;iiid ki'cp them -n the haok-

LTeiind. Cori'elia had to keep hi^r jewels under lock and
kiy. Shall I do less for the children who are all tlu' world
:^i Mie .'

Now that. I am thirty, the heat of the dav is over, tho

!ijnle>t bit of tht! road liis hehind nie. In a fi'W xcars I

.-liaii he an old woman, and the sense of dulv (huie is an im-
:::rii<(' encouragement. It would aln.ost seem a- thoULrh mv
:riM can n^ad my thou;,dits and -hape them>elves aceord-

:!il1\. a mysterious liond of sym])athy iinit<'s me to those

'liildren wlio have never left my side. If th(>y knew the

•I'iink in my life which tliey hav(> to fill, thev could not ho

;!;'Te lavish of the solace^ thev hrinjj.

Armand. who was dnil and dreamy durini: his first three
'..i!> at school, and caused me some uneasiness, ha-^ made a
- :dden start. Doubtless he realized, in a way most children
'' vi-r do. the aim of all thi-; jireparaton- work, which i~ to

-ii.irpen the intellifrence. to pet them into habits of applica-
'•i'.. ami accustom them to that fundamental princ-ipl(i of

'I: -nciety—obedience My dear, a few dav- a'.'o T had the
]•:<»,]!] joy of seeiiiLT .\rmand crowrKMl at the rrrrnt infor-

-'Molastie enmpetition in iIh> crowded i^orbonne. when v.ur
:.'"d-:on received the first priTie for tra;>lation. .\t the -chnnl

iNtriltntion he got two first prizes—one for verse, and one

i

i

Hfi:-.:^
1
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for iin o-sny. I wnit (luiic white when liis riauio was called
out, and Iniip'd to shout aloml. "I am liis iiiotlicr I" Littlo

Xai's s(|Ufczcil my hand till it hurt, if at such a niomrnt it

wcro pos.cihlr tn f..,! ,,;iiii. All ! I.ouisc. a day like this might
outwoig-li many a dn-am of love I

His hrothcr's tiiuiii|ihs havf spurred on little Iione, who
wants to <ro to sfh,,,,! (,„). Sometimes tJie thn^' ehildrcii
make siwh a raeket. >houtiiii: and ru>hin;,r ;il„,iit tlu' house,
that I wonder how my head .-lands it. I ani alwavs with'

Ihem: no one else, not even .Mary, is allowed to takecare of
my children, liut the eallinir of a mother, if ta.xin^', li.is so

many (•omi)ensatin;: joys! To .see a child leave its plav and
run to hug- one, out of the fulness of it.- heart, what could b.-

.swoetor ?

Then it is only in heing constantly with them that one
can study their (•haracter>. It is the duty of a mother, and
one which she can depute to no hired teacher, to decipher
tho tastes, temper, and natural aptitudes of hep ehihlren from
their infancy. All home-bred ehildren are distinguished by
case of inanner and tact, two acipiired qualities which may
go far to supply the huk of natural ability, whereas no
natural ability can atone for the loss of tliis early trainini:.

I have already learned to discriminate this difrerenco of tone
in the men whom I meet in society, and to trace the hand
of a woman in the formation of a young man's manners.
How could any woman defraud her children of such a pos-
session? You s(v what rewards attend the performance of
my tasks I

Arrnand, I fotd certain, will make an admiral)lo judge,
the mo^t upright of publir servants, the most devoted of
deputies. And where would you fiiul a sailor holder, more
adventurous, more astute than my I?one will ho a few years
hence? Th<' little rascal has already an iron will, whatever
he wants he manages to get: he will trv a thousand cir-

cuitous ways to reach his end. and if not successful then, will

devise a thousand and fir-t. Where dear .\rnutnil (juietlv

resigns liinis(df and tries to get at tiio reason of things,

mwmmmm '.ilVu'
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Krrii'' ^vill storm, and strive, and piiz/.lc. cliattt'rinf? all the

t, ;:!'. till at last he finils sonio cliiiik in tlic olistade; if tliore

i- rcoin for the hhnk' of a knife ti) pass, liis little carriaf:je

\\\]\ riilr lliroufrh in triiiinpli.

And Xai's? Xa'is is -o cninpletely a second self that I

iMi! hardly realize her as ili>tiiKt from my own flesh and

i.;.H d. What a darliiit: ^he i-, and li'iw 1 luvr to make a little

;,i(;\ iif hiT. to dress her curly hair, ien<lrr tlioiiirhts mini:linf;j

I'lc uliiji witli evei'v touch! I must havr her ha|i[iy: I shall

. li'. L::vr her to tiie man \vh" loves her and whom ^hl' loves.

III,!. IhavinsI when I li't her put on her little f)riianients,

"V ji.i-- a eherry-ei)l(ired rihljon throuLrh her hair, or fasten

;!i,' -lines on Irt tiny feet, a sickeniuLT thoii;:ht eotnes over

;i;i . ihiw can one oi'dcr tiie dostiny of a trirl? Who can

s.i) iliai .~he will not love a scoundrel or some man who is

!:.i!.;'i i'l nl to her? Tears f)ftcn sprin^r to my eyes as I watch

h' r This lovely creature, this flower, this rosehud which

ii.i- h!(N-nni('d in one's heart, to he handed over to a man
u!pi will tear it from tho stem and leave it hare I T/niise, it

- ;, nil—yon, who in two years have not written three words

I.' ii II me of your welfare— it i- yon who hav(> recalled to

ii:v mind tlie terrihle possii)iliiies of marriaj:e, so fidl of

an.'ii-h for a mother wraiijieil up, as I am, in her child.

F:inu !1 now, for in truth yon don't deserve my friendship,

! :
i I hardly know how to write. Oh! answer nie, dear

Ixmiie.

LII

MME. OASTON TO >rMT:. OF, T.'KSTOR.VDE

The Chalet

'^'1. M-TKR a silence of two years, you are pricked hy curiosity,

:inii want to know why I have not written. My dear Ren6e,

*ii' f" arc no words, no iniaL'cs. no lansiuajre to express my
ii.ri'piness. That we have strenu'th to hear it sums up all

1 Kjuld say. It costs us no effort, for we are in perfect

1.-.= L^"Z Ji. £. ii^'k. '.->•• a^iTiisar.itiE'.."^'-
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1,1 ran Ih" found hctwirii iIum' twn nspccts of the same

]»!-.ii. Tlic man wlm tall- iiiti) tlif iiio-.t i^raccful operatic

j.
-. -. a- iu' pours swrct iinthiiii:- int.) voiir car liy tho lire

;i! ni_'lil, iiiav !)( I'litircly il(-titut<' nf llm-r mure iiiliinalc

,'m' :,- which a woman value-. On the uiher liaml, an nj:ly,

I li-li, lia(ilv-ilre>-e(| li<,qire may mark a man endowed with

tin \i i-\ genius of love, and who ha- a jiert'eet mastery over

,-:l!,.ii!"n- which mi;.'ht hallle even ii< with our superlieial

'.r.t' ' -. A man who-e cdinent ional a-pert aeeerd^ with his real

iMmrc, wild, in tlie inlinuuy nf wedded love, pusses-es that

ir,i."rn L'race which can lie neither L'iveu nor aci|uire(l, l)ut

wli'i :i (Irei'k art luis endindied in -tatiiary. tliat careless in-

I, \i(' of the ancient poet< which, even in frank undress,

<-.Mi- to clothe the soul as with a veil of mode-ly—this is

e'r ideal, liorn of mir own conceptions, and link<'d with the

uii'v'T,;il harmony vhich seems to he the reality underlyinj:

,ill I HMted thing's. To find thi- idiMJ in life i- the prohlem

"a':!' !i haunts the ima;,'ination of every w(nnan— in riaston I

\\4\'- found it.

All I dear, I did not know what love conld he. united to

}(.iilh. talent, and heanty. Oaston has no affectations, ho

ni 'V. s with an instinetive and nnstudied ^.--race. When wo

wiilk alone tojrether in the wood-, hi- arm round my waist.

liiiiH' re-tiiiir oil lii^ shoulder, hodv fittiiiL' to hoily, ami head

tii;;. IlliuLT head, our step is so even, uniform, and ".'entle, that

th' .-< who see ns ])a-s hy iiiLdit take the vision for a simxlo

tiu'iM'- <:lidin,<r over tlie graveled walk'^. like one of Homer's

iiii'enrtals. .\ like harmony exists in onr desin-s. our

thoMLfhts. our words. More than onco on some oveninL' when

;, !.;i--jn:_r ^hower has left the leave< «:listenin<r ami the moist

i!:i-- Kriirht with a more vivid L'reen. it has chanced that we

> I'^l'd our walk without utteritej- a word, a- we li-teiied to

''i'' patter of falling' drops and fea-ted our eyes on the scarlet

h;ni-i t. flarinL' on the hilltops (jr dyeimr with a warmer tone

t':' L'rav of the tree truidxs.

Bevond a donht onr thouLrhts then rose to Heaven in silent

priyer. pleading, as it were, for onr happiness. .\t time^

22
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a rn- wmilrl .scipc us nt tlic n icnt \vli,>n some !»ii.l.]pf,

bend on tiir |,;,tli o[hm( -i up fn-h l)c,iiit i.,. What wonls can
t('I! hou- linIi,-y->WrrI. liuW full ,,|' In. ;| H i 11^-, U kis-i luilf-

tiim.lly ('\rliiiii;rr(l witliiii ihc siiiiriu.irv of uiiliirr— it is a>
lliou;:h <;m,| |i;i,] (rr.iic.l 11- i(, wnoliip ill tlii- fashion.
And uv ntiini Ikuii.., ra.Ii inun- deeply in l.ivc tliaii cvrr.
A li'Vr V. p;l."|.,||,|tc iirtwc'li ,.\,l ni.imrd |)copl,. Wuiil.]

hv lui iiiitr.i.-c ..n xMHty m I'.irw: .miy m the li.art <.l' ;!,.

W(M"I>, like loviis, din ui- irivc xdpc in it.

Tn coinr In pa rt i,-n hi I'-, (ia-tnn i, ,,|- iniddh- h.'i;:lit— the
hiM;rlit. pn.prr to all mni ,,f piirpu>,.. Xritlirr -tmit iinr thin.
Ins fio,,,-,. i- adniiral.ly niadr, with ainph. fulii.-. in the pn^^
portiuii,. Willi,. ,.wrv niut„,„ i. ;,.,!.: !„. i,,,ps a durli with
tla- easy ;.'i-a,v ,,f a uild aniiiial. Wh.itrv.r lii« allitii(h'. lie

scciiis I., have an iii-i iiwt i\,. scii-c of iialaiicr. and l\u> i.

very raiv m mn wlm aiv -i^'ii In thunulit. Tlmii;:!, .^ ,l,,rk

man. Iir ha- an ••Mraunjinarilv I'air ,oin,.',\inii ; hi," jct-l)la. k

hair <nntra>i> finely with thr lu-trch-< imi- nf il„. uvck ami
forehead. Uv lia> Ihe tra-ic luad nf Lniiis XIII. His inous-
tadir and tuft haw l„.,.n allowed to ir,.nw. hut I made liiin

shave the whiskeis and heard, wineh were ;:etlin<,' tno (.,ri:-

I'lon. An honorahle poverty lias h.vn his safeguard, Mii,i

handeii hiiii over to me, iitisoiled hy ih,. 1,,,,... lif,. wlii.ii
ruins sn many yoiin;.' men. His t. cth are maj.'nifleent. and ho
ha.- a constitution (d' iron. His keen hlue .'ves. for me full

of tenderne.-s. will flash like li,-Iitnin- at any rousing' thmi-ht.
Like all men of stn.ni: eharaetrr and fiowerful mind, he

has an admirahle temper; its evennes.- would -urpri.se y.ii.
a.s it did me. I have li.-tened to the tale <>! manv a woman's
hum., trouhles: I have heard of the moods and depre.s.-inn
of men dissatisfied with themselves, wli,. either Won't u'el

or n.L'e unLrraeefiillv. men who carry ah.iiit tl-rou-h life

the raiiklniL' memory of somr youthful e.\eess. who-.- vein-
run poison and who>e ,.y,.s are never franklv happv. inni
who cloak -uspi.ion under had temper, and make their
women pay f.ir an hour's peace hy a moriiin;i- id' annovan(f.
who lake ven<;cance on us for a hniiitv which is hateful to

.1 ^Mk ••.FfP'*' r-U^jkfS *; '.AV- - */' ' ^TL. .
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th, :ii !..r.iii>^f' thry Iwiw ci-.m! thnnMlvi-. to bi< iittraotivo.—

ail III'
-!• aiv h'lrrius imkiinwii ! vmitl.. 'rii('\ mh' tlic jx'n-

,,;-v of im.Miiiiil niiinii-. nh' i . il.sir. \v!i;i!'-v.r y"u <lo.

,! ••"! iiiarrv Allh' tiiiis tn ;m old man I

i;,^. lii^ Hiiilc— hiiw I I'l .1-1 "11 it
' A Miiil'' wliii It i- jilways

,;.r'-. vt ahwr,- l'iv-li tlir'>ii-li tlic [I'ly of siil.lic fancy, a

akiii'-T smile w! i-!i mak'- <it tin P-; a >:|iir..!Mii,'-c for

t;. •iiLh:- of 111 ami iiii-|Mik('n ;:ratilihl'\ a ^-milr w Iik h links

• ;..-, Ill joy- tu [la-l. For notliiiiLT is allowed to ili'o|( out of

'

:r ...iiimoii life 'I'lif >^'all<'-t works of iialun- have ticcomi'

i.,ir: an.! parc('l of our joy. In tlio-o dcliizht ful wood- .mtv-

;lhiiL' ^- alivo and floi|Ucnt of o\ir>clvt'.-. An olil mo---^'ro\vn

i;i',. |. r till wood-man"- liouso on tlu' road-idr, n'liiinds

i;, i|,,u \\v 8at thcro. wriiricd. nndcr it- -liaili . while (Jaston

iiiu„'!ii me aliout llie mo--cs at our f^ ' and 'M me tlieir

>ry. till, u'radually a.-cendin<r from -iien<-e to r-ciem-e. we

•
]' !:. d the vcrv confine- of creation.

Thciv i- somctliin.u' -o kin<lred in onr mind- that they

-.. Mi to nic like two editions of the -amc ' -ok. Vou see what

.1 Ij.P.irv tendi'licy 1 h;.Ve developed! We h' '> have till'

haiui. or the jrifl, of jookin.ir at every suhject hp'., lly. of tak-

."_• ill all its point.- of view, and the proof we ;ire con-fantly

;:;.;ii, oiir-idves of the -in^'leiie-s of our inu nl vi-ion is an

1 r-! ew plea.<ure. We have actually eiune ' look on this

(e!i;iiiunity of mind as a ]deilL:e of lo\e; ,iml it it ever

fiiLd 11-. it wrudd mean as much to us as would a hreaeh

'ideliiy in an ordinary home.

\\\ life, full as it i> of plea-iires. would seem to yon. nevcr-

;!i"le--, extreiHi'lv lahorious. To he^'in with, mv dear, you mu-t

'

i'.ow that. liOuise-Armande ^larie de ("hautieii docs lier own

'.....,.
1 eoidd not hear tha; a hired menial, -ome wouuin or

irom the outride. >hould hecome initiated- -literary

. .i^aiii!—into the <ecre1s of ! , hedriMim. The veriest

- r.:nnected with t!i- wor-hip of v heaf /'artnke of its

-.!• .-ed . haracti'r. TIii< not jealou-;. : it i- - 'I'resport.

T'ii.- my room is done ou; with all the are it yoiin-j L'irl

''.I i'.'Ve !>es!ow.s 0!) h.er I'erson.. and v^ I'li the preitisiou of

: }
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an oM iiiiii'I, M\ 'Ir- --inLr-n.mii i» ni, < li.iii> of litter; on ''i..

lontrarv, i! rrialM^- .i ( li;ir'!iiir_' li.,ii(|nir. M\ |<ccii eve li.i-

fnrcx'cii nil rniiiiiijrrK ir-. At u|i,iif\fr liciiir the lonl ,i\\<\

iiiii^-tiT niti I-. \\i- ui'l liinl ii'>;li!ii_' lo di-tn-s. -iiriin-r. up

!-Ii"i'l< liiiii; lie i- uT'i'tctl l>\ lluwci-, ~cciiis, mill cvcnthiri.'

tlial (Mil |p|r.i-i' the i'\i'.

I i:r\. ii|i ill ihc c.irlv il.iuii. wlnlr Ih' i-i .-till s!rcj)iii^r_ ;,,;,[_

wiilii'iit (li>liirliiiiu'' liiin. |i.i.-- mil) tlu' (lrr»iii;,r.,.|)oni. wIhtc.

prntitiiii,' l>y my indtlpi-"- iMn'riniic. I r<iiinvi' iIh' trace- ,if

>I('('|) hy liiithi?!'-'" in 'uM u.ii.r. |-'nr (liintiL' -Ifi']) tin* .•kiii.

iM'iii;,' Ic--; aiiivi', <!i.r- ii(it ii.rf'irMi \[< I'liiKiiuii.s ailf'(|iuiti'lv;

it la'cotiifs Warm aii'l tn\. iv,l unh a -i.rt of mi.-t or atni"--

[ilioro i)f sticky mailer. \i-;Mi' tn t!i<' (',,. p'roin a sixni-e-

l)ath a unman i--iii - iurlli ten vcars vdiiniriT. aii'l this, ji- r-

lia|i~, is tin- int.r|,r, t.iiieii nf llic m\ili of \'cmi> rising from

tlic SI a. So ihc (mIiI water restores to me llie sanev charin "f

•lawn, and, lia\iiiLr eomlieil and secntei) mv hair ami made a

most fa.-lidioi;- loilel, I plide liai k. snakedike. in onlcr '!iat

my mastiT may lind me, dainty as a sprinu' moriiiii;:, at his

wakenim: lie is charmed witli tliis fre-hiie-^. as of a ncwlv-

opcned llower. without having,' the least idea how it isi pro-

duced.

The rcL/nlar toilet of tlie day is n mattor for mv maid,

and this take-; place ladT in a larpT rnom. .>;ef aside for l!ie

f)ur]"i-e. A- yoii may -uppo«e. there is a!-o a toilet for

;:oiii;.' to lied. Three times a day. yon sop, or it iiiav he four,

do 1 arr.iv m\-elf for the deliudif. of my hnshand : which,

auain. dear one. i- -mrL;e>iive of certain ancient mvths.

Hut our work is not all pl.iv, We take a .irreat deal of in-

terest in our llowers. in tin- iieantie- of the hothonse. and in

our trees. We irive our-elves in all seriousness to horticul-

ture, and emlio-om the chalet in llower-. of whieh we an'

pa:->ien,ilely fond, ihw lawiH are alwav- irreen. our shrnH-

heries as well tended a- llio-e of a millionaire. .\nd n"r!i-

iwj. I a<>nre vou. can match the heaulv of ..ur walled L'.mlcn.

We are re'_'id,'r irlntton- mmt onr fruit, and w.-itch with fen-

der interest our Montr, nil iicaeh(>s, our hotheds, our hideu

trellises, and pyramidal pear-trees.

U, I
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[{lit lf»t tluNo riir.il |)iir>iiit- -Ifl„.nl, f'l -Mti-ifv mv Im'

l,,\.il's niiiitl. I liM\i' iiilsiM.l liiiii I > lini~Ii. ill tin' (iiiict nf

n'tri'iil, -'iiiit* plavs wliii li wi ic Ihl'iim in lii-t stiirv.i-

; il.i\-, iiiiil wliii'h an- ri'ally \iv\- tiiir. 'I'in- i- the mily

11,1 (if litrrarv work \\lii( li < an lif done m mM nioini'iit.,

•r r It C'liiiri'^ 1'>M;,' iniiTNaU of ictlt^-linn. ami il'w-; iiui di--

, iiid i!if ilaliuralt' pruniiiLr c-'fnlial tn a tini-licil -ivli'. ()n<*

(.m't riiukc a task-wurk '<( (lialiit.'U(' : iImti' riui-i Im' liitin;;

U'wr'.ii -. .-uiiiniiii;:<-u|i. ami tla.-his nf wn. wlmli arr the

1,1 ,..,,11,^ iif tilt' iniml. ami cuinc rallxT iiv iMr|iiratiiiii than

r, ;!,•, iimi. This sort i>f iiilrllcctual s))nrt w very mm-h in my
iiiir 1 ,i--ist (Jastoii in his wurk. ami in ihi' \v,iy manau'i'

!•> a>r"Mi|iany him even in the imidf-t fliLdii- nf hw iinau'ina-

! , li I >o vou s(v m>\\- linw it is that my winter fsenin^s

11, xi ;• dra;:?

(>nr -ervant.s have smh an easy time, that ntviT once

-!,, \\f were married have we had \i> reprimand any of

ih, IP W'litii (jni'stiiineil alwuit us. thiy haxc had wit I'nonjrh

t ' dr.ivv on their ima,i:i nation-;, and liavc i^ivcti n- out as tlie

i,;!:|i:inioii and sccrclarN of a lady and L'liilli'inaii >u|:|ios<'(l

t 1 !» ir.ivflinjr. 'I'licy never ;:o (uit \vith,nit askinir permis-

-1 ,n. winch they know will not he rel'u-ed ; tiiev are eon-

t'lit,,! tiM). and see yilaiidy that it will l)e their owi\ fault if

tlnTe 1- a ehan;:e for the wor-e. 'I'iie :.Mrdener- iWf allowMl

I' -, :1 the surplus of our fruit and veixeiahles. The ilairy-

1:;.. ! dne- tiie SHiiie wiili tile milk, the cream, and the fre-h

fiutt, ;•. nil condition that th<' i>est of the jiroduce i< re-ervcfl

''
r i;~ They arc well pleased with their ppifil-, and we arc

!! .'htid witli an ahumlanee which no moticv an<i no in-

.';:':. IV cm proeure in that terrihle i'ari-;, where it costs a
:;•, d francs to produce a sin'.'le title peach.

\'i this is not without its meanini.'. my dear. I wish

tt 'i'l the place of societ \' to my hu~h;ind ; now -iiicietv i.s

.ir'U.-in'.'. and tln'refore his solitude must nnt he allowed to

''I'i ti him. I h< lieved myself jealous in the old dav-;, wlien

1
' I nly al!owe<l m\sclf {> hi- loveii ; iciw I know real jeal-

ou-y, the jciUousy of the lover. .\ single indilferenl glance
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innervos mo. F-Vom time t.. tinu' I sav to inv^olf. '•Sui)na<e
li'- '•«'ns,.<l tn l,,v,. inc!- And a sliud.lcr -(us tlir.Hi-h me
I trcniMc l„ foiv liiiii. as thr Clin.-liaii l.cl'i.iv hi.. (i,„l.

Alas! liriir.'. I atn >\Ul \vitli,.u a -hiitl. Tli.' liiiR. will
surely rMi,,,.— it niu>t ,-nin,.—uh..ii our lirrinitairc will ii,,.d
•i tathcrV and a iiiotlirrV .arc tu bri.-liicn it. when wv .Oiall
l^oth innr ' .,.,. ll„. 1,11 1,. fn,ck> and peli^-o, tlu' hrown or
^'oid.•n h.ad.^. Irapui- nmnin- ihn.n-h „ur shruiibcri,.. ami
ll'-wu-y paths. <)|,: n IS a crurl jr.t nl' .\atun--s. a llo«vr-
111.-^ inv that Inars no fruit. Thr thou^rht of vour lovclv
children -n... ihrou.di ni,. Ilk,, a kiiile. .Mv lifr'has -mwn
narroucr. wh,!,. v.uirs has expanded and >hed its rav>"afar
The pa.-Mon ..f leve is es.M.niially ^elli.^h. while inotiiefh„.Hi
Wld.'Ils Ilie ,.|,vlr of ,„ir r.elin-s. ||„u- Well I felt this .iif-

teren.-e whm I nad ynur kind, tender letter! To see you
thu> liviii^r in three hearts rou>ed mv eiivv. Yes. you 'ar.
liappy; \nu ha\e had wi.Miun, i„ uhey'the laws of social lif^'.

whilst I stand outside, an alien.

Clnidren. d.'ar and Invini: children, ean alone eonsole a
woman h,r the In.-- n( h.v heaiitv. J shall ..oon he ihirtv
'iiid at that a-e the dir-e within hr^.Mns. What tliou-di I am
''•' ''^^' "'• '•" l"""> •'!• "ly wnn,an-s rei-n are none the
lc<s in si.udit. When ihev are readied, wliat tlien'^ I .hall
he forty before h.. ,.,; 1 shall be old while he is still younir.
Uhen this ihuu-hl i:,,,.. tn my heart. 1 lie at his feet "for ;in

hour at a time, makiii;: him swear to tell ine in.<tantly if ever
lie feels hi- love dllllini-hin«,^

Hut he i,. a child. !!,> swears, as tlioiiirh the mere ^ti^r.

^'estioii wriv an absurdity, and he is so beautiful tliat-
lu'iiee. you iinder.-tand— 1 believe him.

<;ood-bve. sw.rt on,.. Shall we ever airain let vears pa^*
withuut wntm-r llappin.^s i.. a monotonous theme, and
that is. perhaps, the iva.-.m whv. to ..,uls who b.ve. Dantr
appears evrn -rrcatrr in the r„n,<U.<n than in the hifenn,.
i am not Dante; I am nnW \,,ur friend, and j dnirt want tn

I'orc yon. Yuu can wiiir. f.w ,n vmir children von have an
ever--rowiji-. ev. rvan,-:- -nuivc .,( happiness.' while niitif

. . . Xo more of tins. .\ thousand loves.
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MME. DE L'ESTOHADI; T(» ^^ME. OASTOX

My ukak I.oflsE.— I have read ami rc-rcail your lottor, and
t.h.- more deeply I enter \nU) its >iiiril, the clearer does it

biTdiiie ti> me that it is the letter, not of a wniiiiiii, Imt of a

<:i:!tl. \ oil are the same old Louise, and you for;ret, what
1 KMil to repeat over and over airain to you, that tlie pa>-

M'lii of love belonjis ri<,ditly to a state of nature, and has only
i«'!i purloined by eivilizatinii. So lltctiiii,' is its (har;i"ter.

tli.il the resources of soeiety are powerless t<> inodifv its

i'r;iiiitive condition, and it l)eeonies the ell'ort of all noble
minis to make a man of the infant Cupid. Hut. as von vour-
>''\\ admit, such love ceases to be natural.

Snricty, my dear, abhors sterility: by substituting' a la-st-

iii."^ -lUtiment for the mere passini: frenzy of nature, it has
-.^iidcd in creatin<r that ^'reaiot id' all Ir.niian inventions

—

li;'- family, which is the enduniiu'' ba~is of all onranized
.- ricty. To till' acciiiiiplishment of tlii< end. it ha.s sacrificed

!lm individual, man as well a- woman: t'or we must not
-liiil our eyes to the fact thai a married uian dcvoN's his

I !:i ru'y. his power, and all hi.- po.--essioiis to his wife. Is it

!;• ! -ho who reaps the benelit of all his care:-' For whom.
: not for her, are the lu:\ury and wrailh, the position and
: -tiiKtion, the comfort and the iraietv of the home?

'Ml! my sweet, once atrain you have taken the wronL'
t-iiiiiii: in lifi'. To lie adored is a yonm: Lnrl"- dream. whic!i
" av -urvive a few spriiiL'limes ; it cannot he that of the ma-
^'re Woman, the wife and mother. To a woman's vanitv it i-.

•••rliap.-. enough to know timl -he can command adoration
-he likes. If you would live the lifi' of a wife and nitither.

'liirn. 1 Itejr of vou. to i'aris. Let nie repeat mv warn-
!i-: it is not misfortune which \ou have to dre.id. a- others

'i'- it. is h.appines-.

Listen to me, my child! It is the simple thing's of life

—

i..-Si3 -M
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bread, air. >ilcn((—of wlijth \n> ,],> not tiro: thov have
pi<|iia?ify uliicli can civali' di-tavtc: it is Iiiu'hiv-H
(lisli

no

avorci
aislus uhii li irritalc t

W
ii' palatf. and in t

f

en- it ]HW-il,l,. th;,) I should fo-d
or whom I coiili

n' i'ikI cxlianst it

ly 111' l(i\ cd hv a nian
luiic.Mvc a passion. >ii(!i

"II

II

en a.- vnurs (or (las-
ton, I would >nll clni- !< th.' (hitio. aiid tho' , liil.jron. who
uro so ,i,.i,r to inc. 'V,> a woman's heart the fcdin^'s of ;,

moth.T arc anion- ih- nii,|.!.'. natural, fruitful, and incx-
haustd)lc thin.-s .,f l.fc I mu recall the dav. now noarlv
fourteen years a-... when \ einharked un ;, life „f self-sacri-
fico with the lie-,,air of a sliipwivcked luarinor clinjiinj: t.,

the mast of his ve>sel: now. as I invukc the tnemorv of pa,-'
years. I fed that I wnuld make the same choice asrain. \.
other -uidin- jirinciplc. i> so safe, or leads to such rich r
ward. The s[.ectacle .d" vmr life, whi.h, fo,- all the roniaim
and poetrv with whivh you invent it. still remains ha<ed
nothin- hut a ruthless selfidines<. ha> helped to stren'-th.
my convict ioiiv This is the h,>t time I shall speak to vou
in thi~ way: hm I could not refrain fnuu once more plead-
incr will, you when [ found that your happiness had been
proof a-ain-t the mo~t >earcliin,i,'- of all trials.

.\nd one iiK.re point i mu-t ur-e on vou. snirirested hv
my meditations on your retirement. T.ife. wiiether of the
body or the heart, consists in certain balanced movement-.
-Any excess intro,liiccd into the workin- of this routine {riv, -

rise either ti> pain n,- to pleasure, hoih of whieh are a mere
fever of the soul, hmind to he fii-itive lu'caiiM- nature is n-'
so framed as t,. .upp..rt it lonir. ]?ut io make of life one !oi,

excess IS Mirely to chn.Kc Hcknes^ for eiie's portion. Yu;;
are -ick heeaii.M' you maintain at the Icmperatiire of pa.ssion
a feelin- which marriaire ,.ui:ht to convert into a steadvin.-
piirifvin<: inllucnce.

Yes. mv sw(H.t. I see it cl.^arlv now: the (:h>rv of a home
eonsists in tliis verv calm. ihi< intimacv. thi^ -harini: alike
of j:oo(i and evil, which llie vul-ar ridicule. ||,,w noh],. was
the replv ,,f ihe Du.'lie.-,. ,!,, Siillv. the wife of the irreat
Sully, to .some „ne who remarked thai her husband. fo~r all

i ' f<k
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lii< Lrravc oxtorior. diil iMt smiplc !) ki'cp ji iiiistrcs-i. "What
iif thill:" -lit-' >iUil. "I ii'iirortil ihi' hniiur df the house,

anii >hoiil(l ili'i'liiH' tn pl.iy thr part nf a cuiirlc-aii there."'

Iliit Villi, Ijuuise, who are naturally more passionate than

t'l'.'l'-r. would l)r at oiiee the wife ami the mi-tre-s. With
;:/ -oiil of a Hrjoi-:.' ami the passions of a Sami 'I'iieresa,

•,
. '1 -liji the lea>li on all your inip.ulses, >o Ion;: as thev are

villi' iiiiii] l>y the law; in a word, you <li'i:rade the marriage
]'• Serely the tallies are turned. 'I'lio ri'proaelies vou

.•!!'i' heaped on ni<' for immorallv. a- voii said. -liziiiL: the

^ - of happiness from the very oiit-rt of mv wrddeil life.

!i :_iii lie directed a;ja!n>t yoiirsi'lf for i^raspiiiL' at even'-

iliiiiu which may strve your passion. What 1 mi-t nature

.lid -oriety alike he in homhiLre to your caprici>? You are the

e!il i,oui.»e; you liave never aeipiireil the (pialitie- whieli

I'UL'lit to be a womairs ; .sclf-wiUeil and unreasonahle as a ,<,nrl,

I'll introduce withal into your lov(> the keeiii'-t an<l most

i:ien<nary of calculations I Are you >iire that, after all. the

vri.e you ask for your tciili'ts is not too hi,Lrh' .\!1 these

l-ri'i .lutions ari' to my mind \ery su.L'L'e-tive ttf mi-irust.

I'll, dear Louise, if only \ou kni'\\- tho -wcitnes- of a

• "tiler's efToris to discipiino hor-'lf in kindm-s and ;:entlo-

!!-- to all ahoiit her! My ]troiid. ."elf-siinicinL' teinptT irrad-

i'ly dissolved into a >oft melanclioly. uliidi in turn has

' •u -wallowed up hy tho-e deliudits of motherhood wiiich

'livi' lieen its reward. If the early hmir- woro toil-ome. tlie

•••iiinir w'ill he tranquil and clear. My ilroad is le.-t the dav
' your life should take the opposite eiair-e.

Whi'ii I had read ymir letter to a c!o-e. I praviMl Cod to

!ii! you amon<r us for a ilav. that you miLdii -ci- what familv

•:n' really is, and li'arn the nature of tho-e jov-. which are

•'.\v,'J: and sweeter than tonL'Ue can tell, hccau-o thev are

-"'iH.ine. simple, and natura'. Rut. alas! what ihance have
I V. !ili the \h'<\ of ariruments airaitist a falhu-v which makes
1 ha])py? .\s I write ihe-e wonl-. iiiv cvi-. till with tears.

I had felt so sure t'lat Muue month- of honi-v inoori wou!d
[•rove a surfeit and restore you to reason. But I sc^ that
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thopf is no limit to your appetite, aii.l that, having: kill-d a

man who h)Vr(l yon. yon will not ,,,]., till von jiavc killed

love itself. Fai-cwrll. diar iiii~L''iiiiliM| frinid. I am in dc-

ppair that the Ictt.T which I hM|M(| mii:ht pM-onrile vou i^

society hy its picture of my happine.^- .-hiiuld have brou'.du
forth only a pa^an (A' >elfi-hiic-<. Vcs. your love is --elfish;

you love Gaston far less for himself than for what he is tn

you.

LIV

MME. OASTOV TO THE COMTrCSSK DI- i/ESTORADE

Hay 20M.

Rknee. calamity ha- come— im. that is no word for it— it

has hurst like a thuinlerholt over your poor liouise. Yen
know what that meaii> ; calamity for me is doubt; certainlv
would be death.

The day Ud'ore yesterday, when 1 had finished niv fir-t

toilet, I looked everywhere for (Jaston to take a little turn
with me i)efore lunch, but in vain. I went to the stable, and
there I saw his maiv all in a lather, while the irroom was
removin.ir the foam with a knife before rubbini: her down.
"Who in the world has jnit Fedelta in su(h a state

i'"'
I

"Master," rej)lied the lad.

I saw the mud of Taris on the mare's lorrs. for countrc
mud is quite dilferent.: and at once it flashed through tne,

"lie has iK'en to Paris."

This thought rai-. d a ^warni of others in mv heart, and
it seemed a.s thou-h all ilic lib- in ,nv body rushed there.
To <:() to Paris without ie|lin.r me. at th(> hour when I leave
him alone, to hasten there and back" at such sjxvd as to dis-

tress Fe<lelta. Suspicion (dutehed me in its iron <rrip. til!

I could hardly i)realhe. I walked aside a few steps To a seat,
wdiere ! tried to recover mv -el f-cnminand.
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Hero Gaston foiiiid iiic, ii|>pan'iitly jiiilc and fluttored, for

li,' iiiiiiK'diatcly ( .\<laiiiic'd. ••\Vlial is wruni:?"' in a tone of

riiih alarm, that 1 r"sc and !<>"!< his ai-in. i'lit tny inuscltN

p f'l^rd to iimvc. and I was forced t'> >it d iwn airaiii. Then
], t.xik rru' in his arms ami carricil me to ihf parlor clusf

;•.. whcrr tho frijihtcncil servants pre-M'd aftir iis. tdl (ias-

I'.ii niiitioned tliom away. Oiiee left id oiir-elve^, I refu-ed

i.i -piiik, l)ut was aMc to reaeh my rnum, where I shut myself

!!!. I'l weep my fiU. (ia-tuii remained snmctliiiii: like two

\:"<\r< af my dixjr, listeninLT Id my >nli~ and (pie-tidiiiiiL: with

.t.jrlic jiatieiiee hi- pe,iir darliiiL'. who made no re-ponsc.

\! last I told him that i w<iiild .-ee him when my I'yos wore

\i -- fed and my Vdiee \\a^ .-teady auain.

My formal words drove him from the hoii-c. Rut l)y the

Ml," 1 had hatlied my eye- in ie( d water and cooled my
fi'C. I found him in our mom, the door into which was

"i'<-u, thou^'h I had heard no ~tep-. i|e he::pMl me to tell

l;:'!i what was wron^r.

Xothin;:,"' I said; •"! -aw the mud of I'aris on Fedelta's

ireiiihlini: le^rs ; it seemed >lran;:e that yon ,-honId ^'o there

•^I'iiout telling me: Ijiit, of conrse, you are free."

"I shall punish you for sueli wicked thouirhts hy not fjiving

:iiiv explanation till to-morrow."' he replied.

"l/>ok at nie." I .•^aid.

.My eyes met his; deep answered t^ deep. Xo. not a trace

I
!' ;h(.' cloud of di.-loyalty which. ri-iuLr from ihe soul, must

(lilil the clearness of the eye. 1 feiu'iied s.il i-faet ion. thoUjrll

really uiie, invincod. It is not women oidy who can lie and

'l!-<eniblel

The whole of the (hiv we spent toixother Rver ami a^'ain.

: - 1 looked at him. T realized how fast in\' ln'art-strin^rs were
' und to him. Ilow T tremhled and H itered within when.

^'ter a moment'- ahsenee, he reappeiireii. 1 !i\e in hiiu. not

'' m\"self. My cruel snfTerin,<rs irave the lie to votir unkind
!' 'ter. Did I ever feel my life thu< honml up in the noble

^r'aniard, who adored me. a< I adore thi- hcar!!<'-s hov? I

l.dte that mare! Fool that I was to keep hope-! j^it the
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next tliiiii: would li-.iu' liccii to liiiiif dastoii or imprison hi
in tl IP cot! ill. W

rii

111 lllo;;-lit-; like tll.'M.' filled inv i)r;iin:

you st'i- how Hear I w.is ti> [uad iH->: I r \i>\c be not til

Avhiit jiouci- (HI viinh can I: .Id Ijark th,- man \vl

frc(

c caLTf

10 wants to bi

] a>kc(l him |Hrint-blank. "!)') I I Ml re \iiu

•Whi it needless iiiri ui'i

Avhile lie ludked

.'11 ;::

at

wiurself ;" uas hiis rrph
n.e \vi;li tend'T,

ave loved \'iu >u dt >|)|\\

|Mtyin,L: eve: •N e\cr

•ir that is true, my ijebiv.d. let me sell Fedelta." I

swe rod.

'•Sell lier. I.v al! Tiieans :

Tl II' njily eru.-lied m Was it imt a covert taunt at
Wealth and ins own ii<itiimi:ness in the lioii>e

never have dcc-iirred t.i him. hut I thom:iit

an-

il) V

tiis mav
It had, and diu

more I left hiui. Ii wa< ni-ht. and I w(,uld -o to bed.
Uh: ifellee. l,> be ah nc With a barrowiiiLT t

one l'> lilnli-bl- d.alh. 'I"

louLMit drnv
ic-e eliarniin.iz- trardens. tln'

i-tarry iii;.dil. the c.,,! air. laden with incen.-c I'roiii our wcali'i
ol" llnwer<. nur valley. ,,ur liil!>— all s.^-nied t„ me -looniy,
black, and doolate. It was as ih,,uol, | ].,y ^^ the "foot nf
a iirecipice, >urn,unded by serjieiits ami poi^nnous plants,
and >aw m. (b.d in the sky. Such a ni^irht a.ire* a woman.

Next niorniiiir 1 said :

'•Take Fcdclta and ije oil' t,, Pari.s ! Don't .^ell her; I love
her. l)oe.s she not carrv vmi

!-"

But he was not deceived; my tone betrayed the storm of
feeliii;,' which I strove to conceal.

"Trust me!"" he replied; and the jzesture with which he
held out hi.- hand, the ,i:!,iiice of his ,ye. were so full ol'

loyalty that I was .ivercome.

"What petty creature.- women ar(>!" I exclaimed.
"Xo. you love me. that is all,"" he .said, pre^sin^' nie to his

heart.

"(Jo t(» Paris withuut me."" I said. an<l this time I made him
understand that my suspicions were laid asiile.

lie went; I thou-,du he wmiKl have -taved. I won't at-

J its
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icmpt to toll you wliat I sufFiTfcl. 1 foiintl a eorond self

u II hill, i|iii(c >tiaii;:f lo ini'. A iii>i- like lliis lias, for the

uoiii.iM who lovi's. a tra.L'ic snlfinnity that lialllcs words; the

•,v!iuli' (/f life riMs lict'orc ynii tlicii. ami you si'arcli in vain

f.>r any hori/un ti> it; the vcric-t trillc i- hi^' with nu'aniiii:.

.1 L'laiiir ciiiitaiiis a \ohiinr. iciclr- drift lui iitlrrcil words,

;,i!ii ihi'dcatli M'litciicc i- read in a iiinsniictit "!' ihr liiis.

i tliou'Mit lie Wdiihl have panl luc iiai in kiiiii : had 1 not

II inairnaiiiiuon- I cli iiilit'd t<i tlic till) ot thi' ciiali't. and

!ii\ I vc- t'nildwcd him on {\\f rnad. Ah! inv (hsir licnt'i', ho

\,nii-hrd irnin my >i,i:ht witli an a|iiiallini,' >wit'tncss.

"How keen lie is to j,'o I" was tho tlionirlit that spran;,' of

;-Mlf.

Oncf moFi^ alone. I fell hack into llio hell of pos-iltilitios,

ill. maelstrom (d' mistrust. Thfre were nidmcnts when I

uuuld have weleimied any certainty, •vm thr wor~t, as a

r.liif from the tnrture of -uspensc. Sn-pi'n-e is a duel car-

• -il on in the hiart. and we ;:ive no (piartrr to ourselves.

I [iaee(l uj» and down the walk-. I returned to the house,

eiilv to tear out a<.'ain. like a mad woman, (iaston. who left

:ii - vrii o'clock, did not return till eleven. Now. as it only

like- half an hour to reach Par 'hrouLdi the ]iark of St.

t'i.iid and the Bois de Boulo<rne. it i- i)lain that lie must
ii.i\.- spent three hour- in town. lie laine hai k radiant,

ivith a whij) in his hand for mo, an india-rui)l)cr whip with ;i

--M handle.

I'or a fortni^dit I had heen without a whip, my old one
!

' iriL' worn and hroken.

hnireil the"Was it for this vou tortun-d me?" I saM. as T

'.i'lrkmanship of thi- liciiitifu! ornament, which contains a

!ift!i' .-ci'iit-hox at one end.

Then it flashed on me that thc' present was a fre-h arfi-

w mv-c]f at oni'c on ui- neck, not

1

Xcverthcless 1 thre

w'tliout reproachini: him ,i:cntly for h.ivinir eaii-'il me •jo

pain for the sake of a tritlc lie wa- LTcatly pleased

is ingenuity; his eyes and hi.- whole hearinir plainly

Hell

'.VI th h
owed the restrained triumph of the succes,sful plotter; for
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tlicrc is ji nidiancf of ttio .-(lUl w liicli in roflpctod in ovph'
ftaliuv ainl turn ..f ihc liodv. While still cxarninin}: th'o

bfiiiitic- of this u(.rk of art. 1 iiskcd hini at a moment when
we liappciicil lo lie luokuig eaeli other in the faee:

•w tio i> thr ai1i.«t

'*A friend of mine."'

"Ah : I sec it has Ix'en inonnted hv Verdier," and I read
the iiainc of the .-liop pniiii'd on the handle.

(i.i-ton is riothinir Imt a ehiid yet. lie bhij-hed. ami I

iiiiide iiiiich of him a?

I

reward for tli(> shame he felt in d.-

eeivin.i: me. I pretended to notice notiuni,', and he may well
have thuii'dit tlie incident was over.

•r

MayOith.

lie n( •\t moniim: I was in mv ridin''-habit by six o'clock.

ami In seven landed at \'erdi er"s, where several whips nf

the .-aiiic paiiern were sliown me. One of the men servinf^

ri'cii^'nixed mine wiien pointed it out to him.
•w that vesterdav to a vonnif f'mtl

Anil from the d

Cman. 10 said

eseript KMi I irave 1 lim of mv traitor Gaston,
not a doubt was left of his identity. I will spare you the
paipitaiion- which rent my heart dnrinir that journey to

Taris and the little scene tl

point of mv life.

lore, which marked the tumin?-

Hv half-iiast seven

me
i-as home a>.;ain, and Haston found

lre.~h and bloominLr. in my morning dres-, sauntcnn-T
ai)oiit with a make-believe nonehalanee. T felt confident
tiiat old Philippe, who had been taken into my confidon«\
would not have betra\ed mv alisence.

"(iaston," I siiid. a.> walked bv the side of the lake.

ar

•you cannot blind nic to the dilferenee between a work of

1 iiisp red by friendship and something which has boon cast
m a mould."

He turned white, and fixed his eyos on me rather than
the damagim: pioee of evidence I thrust Ix-foro them
"M

hind

on

V (le iir." I went on. "thi< is not a whip: it is a screen be-

wlii.h you are hidiiii: somethini: from me."
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ThiTciipon I ^^avc myself the jrriitilication of watching

, 1, 1,
1^.1, .-s email;.'!!'!!!*'!!! ill tlir covrrts iiml lalnrinths of

It ami till" <irsii( rate rtTi)rts lie itiadc to flml sDiiir wall he

.'tit, s<aK' and thus escape, in vain; he had perforce to

.III ujioii the ilejd, faee to face with an adversary, who

•t laid down her arms in a fei;:ned com|)hicence. But it

thcr

irici

ate

1 to warn m
riie fatal mistake, aL'ai!i>t which mv mo

was niaue M' jealousy. ex| losec1 in

ii.s naki •diu'ss. hail led to war and all its strata^vms be-

•Hi .11 (iaston and nivse If. .1.i'a!(H!sv, dear, has neither sen.se

leccncV,

I iM.ide up my mind now to s;ufTer in sileiu'C. imt to keep

, c \( - cineti. until mv dduiits were resulvcd niie wav or an-

til (iaston or 1h)w to

^sihl<' for a woman
'iii'i'. hen won Id <'ither hri'ak wi

misfortune: no middle eollr^e is p

rr-j)eets herself.

What can he ble conci alinj,'! or a soont tllore IS, and

t!ii' Ml ret ha.-4 to do with a woman. Is it .some youthful

(-iipado for which he -till blushes y But if so. what? The

iliat is written in letters of fire on all I i riad

n t!ie '.vater f IIIV akc. in tile ;;hinil)hcrv, in the

on the eeiliii<'s. at table, in the flowers of the ^ar-

A voice cries to me irlitit ! in my >leep nalinjr from
'liorninix ot mv disco\crv, a en inte!-est has sprung

I I have become familiar with the bitteiest

tli').ii:ht that can corrode the heart—the thou.irht of treach-

iii'o "ur lives. aiH

' r\ in rimi one love;

t',.!ni

Olil my (le.ir. tliei'e is heaven and

o^rother in such a life. Never had I felt this .^eorchintr

'. I to whom love had appeared only in the form of do-

Vi>':»e-t worship.

>> vou wished to know the jxlooiny torture-chanilM r of

I :iri
'"

I said to myself. Oixxl, the spirits of v\\\ ha\e heard

yuur prayer; go uu your road, unhappy wretch!

MayVUh.

Since that fatal day Ga.«ton no longer works with the care-

1' ss Lusc of the wealthy artist, who.se work is inci 'ly pastime;

i

I
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hv M'ts him>('!f ta>k.- liki- ii imifc-^ional writer. Four hourg

u (lav he (livott- to tiiii-liing lii:^ two play?!.

'| Ic want> iiiiiiicv I"

A voice witluii wlii^pcrcd tlic tlioii^'ht. Rut why? He

(•jm'IhIs iK'Nt to tiotiiiii;:; we liasf al)-olutrl\ no secrets fnirn

each other; thiTe i- Hot a coriii r of his study which my cyfr"

ami my liiiL:ir- may m^ explore lli> yearly ex[»enilitiire

(loc> ill aiiioiiiit to two liioii.aiid francs, and 1 know (hai he

ha.s thirty thoii>aml, I can hardly say laiil tiy. I)ul scattered

loose in a drawer. Vou can ;:iie-- what i- eomiiii:. .\t iiinl-

liiL'ilt. while he was >le,pin;:. I Uellt to Set' if the money WiU-

fitill there. An icy shi\er ran tlip njih nie. The drawer \\.i6

empty.

That sami- week I discovered that he went to Sevres to

fi't< li hi- letter-, and ihe-e letters he must tear up inimedi-

atelv; fnr tiiou'.di I am a V'-ry i''i^'aro in ciiiitrivamcs, 1 liavi'

never yet mcu a trace of one. .\!;lsI my -weei, de-pite ilif

fine jii imi-cs and vow- hv which F hound my-cif after the

.-reiie of the u' |i. ail iiiipulM', which I can only call madntss.

drove iiic to t'ullow Ilim in one of hi.- ra|>id rid(>s to th-

post-otlici . (ia-!on was appalh'd to he thus discovered on

hot-' Itack. ]iavni:; the |Mi-taire of a l.'tter which lie held in

his hand, lie looked tixedly al me. and then |mt spur- to

Fedelta. The pace was so hard tliat I felt >haken to liit>

whi-n I reaclu d tlie hidu'e ;:ate. thoUL'h my mental apony WiW

such at the time that it nuLdit well have dulled all conscioi;-

ness of hodilv pain, .\rriveil at ilie irate, (ia.-ton said nothi!' ',

he r.m^f the iiell and waited without a word. I Wiis nmn*

dead than alive. I nii^rht he mistaken or I iniLrtit not. I)iit

in neither ease wa- it littinir f'T .Xrinande-Louise-Marie ih

Chaulieu to play the sjiy. 1 had sunk to the level <d* iht>

putter, bv the side of courtesans. oiH'ra-daneers, mere (na-

tures of instinet; even the vulirar shop-jrirl or humble seain-

stn^.s might look down on me.

What a nKuiient ! At last the door opened; he handed his

horse to the frrooni. and 1 also dismounted, but into his arms,

which wen.' stretched out to rewive me. I tJirew mv .skirt

m
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„v,r m;v li'ft arm. -aw luin ni> riu'ht. and wr walkod on—
• "

111 -il.'ntr. 'I'll'' tVw -i.'p- «<• llm- l-...k midit !)< r.Tki.nod

.,, '„,„ lor a ' .in.liv.l v.!- -'I' inn-.'atnn. A ^wa^n. of

ti,,,a.'lit> iM'M't 111'- a> I walkr.l. nuvv mvii.iiil' tn take vimUo

t\!p,r u) toir_'u.- ..f liiv iMf-'iv iiiv . •>.... iinw a.-ailiii- my

,„,,„1 ,;„h with It- nwn |.oiMm."l 'Ian. When Hi.' ^n.om

,,„] ,|„. h,„>'- w.iv far awav. I -t.'|'|'-'l lia-t'.ii, aii-i. I.'nkm;,'

',,".',,1
,„ thr fa.r, ^aul. a> i p'.iiit.il. with a -..Muiv that vou

.h,„:l.l hav M.n, to th.' fatal U-wr >till in hi> ri-ht iiaii'l:

•M.iv I nad itr"

1|,. I'livf it nu'. 1 op'ti''! i' ""' '""""'' " ''"' ''"'" "

I

;. ihi' dramatic auth"r. iiilnnMin- (la.-l'.ii ti,,it a |il..y uf

h;, hid i«Tn aecriili'.l. Irarn.-'l. rrii.ar>cd. aii'l w-ul'l he |'n)-

,iii,,.,l ,h,. following Satunlav. II.' aU'. ni'l'.-.'.i a l)'>x ti.k.'t.

Th .u;.rh for 111.' this wa- th.' uimhiiil' "f hrawn ^ -rat.'s to tlu'

n,„nM', v.'t th.' ii.'ii'l would ii'il l''a\r iii.' in jM'ac', hut k.'pt

,n:ii"'.'"\Vlu'n' arc th.' ihi'iy th'>'.;-and fraius?" I' was a

,,,;,Mi.m which -df-r.'siH'ct, di-iiily. all mv oM -clf in fact,

|,r.v..it...l m.' from utfriii:. If mv th-n.-lit hccamc -p.'.'.'li.

i ii.i dit as well throw mvM'lf int" tlic lake at oiicc, au'l y.t I

,•. ihardly keep th.' w.nls dnun. I>.'ar friend, was not this

:i ina! i>a.-sin>r tlu' stnn-lh of woman?

I irturnc'l the letter, sayin<r:

"My jMX'r (iaste.n. y.«ii are ^'.'ttin,ir hored down hen>. Let

u- 'I. hack to Paris, won't v'>ur"

"T. l^^ri^:-" he sai.l. "Hut why? I only wanted to find

..;:: !f 1 had anv fift. to ta^te tlie ti')win,L' i)owl of success!"

Nothin;: would be easier than f.>r m.' to ransack the .Irawor

>.ii;,. tim.'when he is working and preten-l jrreat surpri-.' at

tiii.hn- the nionev }:on.>. But that wnul.l he L".in{r half-wav

to ni.ct the answer. "Oh! my frieml So-and-So was hard up!
'

.;. , which a man of (iaston's .piick wit would not have far

Tlic moral, mv d.'ar. is tliat th.' brilliant success of this

piav. which all Paris is crowdini: to <..e. i< due to us. tliou<rh

th.' whole credit goes to Nathan. I am represented by one

23
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of ili,. iwo >f,,r> in llH. !,-,.na: Ki M * * j ..ju- the firr

_

Ga«ton> w.,rk aii.l hi. visits to I'.ris >till continur- Hp
IS pn.pann;: „c.u- plays, partly l.-.a,,-,. 1„. wants a pivt-x,
fur non.u' to I'ar.s. partly ,n onl.r to ,nak.. n.on.v Thn..
pkiys n.v,. 1„.,„ ,,T,.p„.,I. „m1 twonion. aro,.onnni;sinn,.,l

**

V
'"> ''"'"•

' '"" I-', all i< darlau-. around n^v
'

Iwon .1 ,,„,,,„. ,,,,„^,, ;_^ .^ _^_^^^__^_^^ ^^.
^1^^^^ ^^^^^_^^^ ^^ ^

M.t. Wha, ,lo..s it all .K.anr I. |,„ a^han,..] of ,a'.,„:
'"""^.^- ''-'" '"":^ 1I<- i> too ln,^lMnin,|,.l torso tnunp.,;
a njattcr !,• woi^h u„h Inn,. II,.,,!,.., .,.,,[,1... of th. 1 iuil
-nK]o„|yh..tl..o„„.onu.or. „ low. airai,' A n,aa w,,,".;
tak.' anytlnn.i: tro.n hi. w,f,, l.nl from tho won,an ho h,.
ccaso,! to ,.aro for or i. tlnnkin;: of desortin^. ,t is difFon-ntU ho n..,., s snfh hu-. >n,ns. it .n.Nt he to .p.,,d them on aMouum. _|-or hnns.If, why should ho hositato to draw frommy purso.^ ()„r .avings aniouiit to one hundnd thousan,]
1 rcinc> I

In short, my swocthoart. I havo oxplorod a who],, .-ontinont
of possihihtios. and after .arofuijy woid.in- all tho cvid.^uram convnuod I havo a r.val. I am' desorted-for whon,;
At all costs I must see thr unknown.

Liirht has conic, and
July Wth.

'' i-^ ail over with nic. Yes. Renco.
at the a-c of thirty, ,n the perfection of n.v hcautv. with all
the resources of a readv wh and the seductive charms of
flrcss at my command. 1 am I.etrayed-and for whom '•'

V
lar-e-boned

F- ndishwoinan. with hi- fe..t and thick wai^t-
a re^u ar British cow! There is no longer room for douht.
1 will tell you the hi,.t<,ry of the last few day^

\\orn out with suspicions, which were fed I,v Oasfon^
f-nulty silence (for. if he had helped a friend, whv keep it a
secret fro„, „„,y). !„- i„,alial,Io desire for monev. and !.,.

fre.iuent journeys to I'aris; jealous too of th,. work fr
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nlii.h li.' ^('piikmI una!)lo to tear liiiiisolf. I at !a.-I iiiado up

vMiil to take cL'i-taiti >tt'i).-. nf >iic!i a JcLTadinir nature

!,;; I laiuint 111! vnii aliiiui tln'iii. Sutlicc it to ^ay that

;!wv . i!a\- a;:<) 1 astrrtaincil that (ia-ton. when in I'aris. visits

,, i;.,'!., in till' Hue (If la Villi.' rKvriiur. wiuTi' lu' .irnanls

1>.. riii-in -s with jcaloii- nivstor}-. niicxaniiilcd in Paris. Tin'

;;:,;• was -iirlv, ami 1 coi.I ' ;:i't little out nf him. hut that

!:::'. wa- riKumli to put an cml to any liiiurrimr liopr. aii'l

u:!''i iioju' to life. On this jioint my miml wad ri'.-olvi'd,

.11,.! I oiilv waiti'd to li'arn tho whole truth first.

Wiih this oiiji'ct I wriit to Paris and took moms in a hou-c

,.v;;, t'v ii])])Osit(' till' one whirh (;a>ton visits. Thence I

s:iv him with iiiv own cyos enter the courtyard on horsehaek.

T.H. .-.ion a ghastly fact forced itself on iiie. This Engli-h-

w.M.aii. who seems to me ahout thirly--i.\. is known as Mnie.

(i:-:i'ii. 1"his discovery was my deatlihlow.

I -.iw him next walkinj; to the Tuileries with a couple of

til Mm II. Oil! my dear, two eliildren. the livinir imaires of

'lii-ionl The Idleness issostroiiLT that it !)ear-; scandal on the

f; .. i.f it. .\iid what pretty children! in their handsome

K;;_'!i-h costumes I She is the mother of his children. Hero

i- the key to the whole mystery.

The woman lierself might he a Greek ?tatue. stepped down

fi'MM Mune momimont. Cold and white as marhle, she moves

.-tiLitelv with a mother's pride. She is iindenialily beautiful,

h';: heavv as a man-of-war. There is no hr' diiiir or dis-

t ;;-f,on about hor: nothing of the English lady. Probably

.-';!' is a farincr\s daughter fnmi some wretched and remote

. .r.iry vdlagc, or, it may be, the eleventh ciiild of some poor

I-'' '•_'> man I

! reached liome. after a miserable journey, during which

.'! sorts of fienilish tlrnights had me at their mercy, wiih

' rdly any life left in me. Was she married? Did he know
':: !• liefore our marriage? Had she hiH^n deserted by some

I '1 man. whose mistress she was. and thus thrown back upon

' i-ion"> hands? Conjectures without end tlitted through
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my brain, a> thoii;:!i cnnjcrtiiiv unv nc^Micd in thr- prc-.'nrc
<lf till' cllillll'CIl.

The next ihiy I returned to I'ari.-. .-mil hv n free n.-^e (,[' njv

purse (xtnieted f'riiiii the porter tln' inl'iirniatinri ihat Mk,.'.

(iaston ua- leiriilly married.

liis rci)ly to uiy question took the form, "Ves, MU<."

Jnhj VM\.

My diar. my lovo for Oa.-ton i< >tronL:er tlian ever .-itir^

thai, niorninp-. and he ''as every appearance of heini: -nil

more (lei'[i!y in ]ov. He is -o yonn,--: A score of times it

has hecn on my lip-, wlien ue .-j-e in tiie mornini:. to -av,

"Then yon love me better tlian the hidv of the 1,'ne dc ia

A'ille rKv^iue;-" I!iit I dare not exphim to inyself why ihf^

words arc cheeked on mv toiniue.

"An; yon very fond of elnldrenr" I asked.

"Oh yc>:" was liis re[ily : "hut cliihlrcn will come!"
"What makes you think so?"'

"I have consulted the hcst doctors, and thcv atrrcc in ad-
vi.sinjT me to travel for a couple of month<."

"(Jastoii," I said, "if love in absence had heon possible for

1110. do you suppos(» I should ever have left the convent I-"

lie hui,Lrhed : but as for me. dear, the word "travel" piencl
my heart. Rather, far rather, would I leap from the top of

tlie house than i)e rolled down the -taircasc. ste|i i)v step.

—

Farewell, my sweetheart. I have arranged for mv death to

be easy and without horrors, but. certain. I made mv will

yesterday. Vou can come to me now. tlie prohibition is re-

moved. (^)mc. tlicn. and receive my last fart'well. I will u"!

die by inches: mv death, like my lite, shall bear the impn-s
of diixnity and <,fracc.

(lood-byc. dear si-ter soul, whose alTection has never w;i-

vereil nor LM'own wearv. but ha- been the constai:! tender

mnonlijrlit of my soul. If the intcnsitv of pa.-^ion has n -i

been our-, af least we have been <nan'd its venomous bittiT-

nes-;. How ri.:hlly yon have judired of lib'! Fan'Well.

\hi
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LV

THE COMTEt^sE 1)K i/kstoi! aim; io m \i k. OASToV

July 1«A.

Mv i'l-Ai; I,()i-isK.~-l send ih\- I'ltn- liy iin cxppss before

!i, -i-iiiiiL' to the clialet inysclt'. 'I'nki' (•niir;i,<:<>. Voiir lust

Mf, ;• Mriiiod t" nic so frantic, t!ia! I tliou^'ht iiiysolf jii-tifiod,

;
. ^ ;• the rirt'iuu-taiu-cs. in coiiliiiinLr all to I^miis; it was

a ,|!i, -li'.n of savin;: you from yourself. If the means wo

haw i'iii]iloye(l have been, like yours, repulsive, yet t!ie result

i~ -.. ~ati-faVtory that I am eertain you will approve. I went

,v,. f,:r a- to sot" the iiojieo to work, hut the whole thin;: ro-

!i:;i !is a seeret between the profeet. ourselves, and you.

In one word. Gaston is a jewel'. But iiere are the facts.

II!, iiiiither. Louis (^.aston. died at Calcutta, while in the

- •••
. e of a tnorcantile conii>any. when lie was >m the very

:
;' of returnin.L' to France, a rich, prosperoii-. married

,;:i, bavin;: rcceiveil a vcrv larLre foriune w'n\i his wife.

,
• • was the widow of an Knudish merchant. For ten years

' 'ad worked hard that he midit bo able to send homo

•
: -h to support his brother, to whom he was devotedly

-•' 'hed. and from whom his letters .ucnorously ooncealod

;; his trials and disappointments.

T'Mcn came the failure of the irroat Halmer Imuso: tho

V. .JMU- was ruined, and tho >uddrn shock affectinl Tiouis Oas-

• - lirain. He had no mental ener;:y left to resist the dis-

• -. which attacked him. and ho died in ]^en-jal. whither ho

;, : : L.'-'ine to trv and realize the remnants of liis wife"-: prop-

er,, Th'' dear. >iood fellow had df posited with a banker

.' !^-t sum of three hundred tbou-aud franc-, which was

. J . to his brother, but the b.uikcr was involved in the

!1 •''u"V rra-li. and tbu- their la-t resoiiree failed tliem.

!;' !ii-" widow, tho liand-ome womati whom vou took for

!• rival, arrived in Paris with two children—your

:
• l" ws --and an emptv jMir-e. lier mother's jewel? bavin?

Im'-civ sutVued to pay for hrinirini: them over. Tho instriic-
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tioMs whifh ].oui.~ CaMun ha,! ^'ivc-ii ttic haiikfr for spiuling
the money to \u- l,n,ili,.r nial.lr,! th,. \vi,l> w tn find voiir
IiikIuukIV r.iniicr Ikhiic, A- (iaMmi liad (li-apficarod witlmut
Ifavin^r any addiv-^. Mnie. I.oiiis (ia.-ti.n was diroctod in

dWrthcx, Ihc only imt-oh who cnnld ^rjv,. any infunnatioii
about luiii.

1) Arthcz was the more ready to relieve the yoiin<r woman's
lirc-siii;: nerd>. hceaiise Liniis (Ja-ton. at tlie time of his

niarria,i:e I'oiir year> before, had written to make in<iiiiri.',

about, hi-; brother from the famun- author, whom he knew
to beoner,f his friend-. 'I'he Captain liad e.m^ult.'d d'Arth.v
as to the i)e-| mean- of -etliiiir the money safelv transferred
to Marie, and d'Artliez liad replied, tellin- him that Oasi.m
was now a rieli man throu-h hi- marria,L,M' with tlie Baroniif
de ilaoumer. The personal beauty, which was the mother's
rich herita<re to her sons, had -^aveti them b,,ih—one in India,
the other in Paris—from de.-titution. A touciiin" stor\- is it

not?
r ..

D'Arthez naturally wrote, after a time, to tell vmir husband
of the eonditi(m of his sister-indaw and her ehildn'n. in-
formin<r him. at the same time, of the irenorous intentions
of the Indian (;a>ton toward< his j'ari- brother, which an
unhai)py chance alone had frustrated. (Jaston. as you may
Jma^nno, hurried oir to Paris. Here is the first ride aeeounted
for. Uunn^^ the last, five yc-ar- ho had sa.'e.] fiftv thousand
francs out of the income which you fon-cd him' to aecpt.
and this sum he invested in the public funds under th.>

names of hi.s two nephews, securinjr them each, in thif? war.
an income- of twelve humlred francs. Xext he furnished
his .sister-in-law's rooms, and promised lier a cjuarterlv al-
lowance of three thousand fnincs. Here vou see the meanini:
of his dramatic labms and the pleasure' can.sed him bv the
succH'ss of his first, plav.

Mme. (iaston. therefor.', is no rival of vonrs. and ha-^ even,-
norht to yonr name. .\ man of Casfon's sensitive deiiearv
was bound to b-ep the affair secret fro,,, vou. knowin-. as
he did. your generous nature. Nor does he look on what

11
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'..,•: '^'i\v liim as liis nwii. I)'.\rlli('/. v.u] uw llu' IcttiT he

,
•V"!!! \i>ur lui>lj;iii(i. a~kiii,u' liim tn he nnc of till' \vitii('*?os

:' - inarria;:!'. (ia.-tmi in tlii- ilrc'nT- that his hajipincss

V, .,!.! have hccii iicrfrct l)Ut fur thr oiii' (lra\vl)a<-k of his

.ri!v ami iiiilcl)tf(liit'.-s t<> yon. A virgin soul is at tliP

;

•. of -ucli -cTiiplc-. 1-Jllirr tliry niak'c thcinsclvcs felt

: ;ii. V i|o not : and \\\\i-n tlicv do, it i- ca-y to iniau'ino tho

:' •' il "f ftM'lin,^'' and riiilKirra>.-in<'nl I" wliidi ilicv ^rivc risi\

\':!iiii_Lr i.^ more nutiiral than (JastonV \\i-]\ to ju-ovido in

- . : a -nitahli' niainlciiaiKi' f"r tln' wmnan who is his

:: ','i't's widow, and who had hnv-rlf -ct u^iilc onr linndfcd

•'
• .-and rcns for him from luT uwn fortune She is a haiid-

-
: woinaii, wariii-hcartril. and cxti'i'infly wcU-hrcd, hnt

i. : ;i'\('r. Slic is a inothcr: and. yon may lie sure. I lost

mv li''art to her at fir-t si;_dit wlan 1 fouiul hrr with one

rhiM ;n hot- arms, and the oihcr drcsscil like a little lord.

T!n' rhildri'ii flr>t I is written in cviTy detail of her honse.

i'.ir from 1j( iiiir anirry. tliofefore. with yonr heloved hus-

ii.iiid. von slioiild lind in all this frr-h reason I'or lovinir him.

I have met him. and tliink him the mo-t deliuditftd yoniii:

!V!|ou in I'aris. Yes! dear child, when I saw him. 1 had

v.-< ditlieidty in nnderstaiidin.tr that a woiihui mi'.'lit lost" her

hi'iid ahmit him; his -onl is mirrnred in \\\< countenaiiee. If

I v.-^rr vou, 1 should settlo the widow and Iut children at

t!i" < lialet. in a pretty little eotta;:e which yon could have

iMiih for them, and adopt the hoys!

Hi at iieace, then, dear soul, and plan this little surprise,

in your turn, for Gaston.

LVI

MME. OASTON TO TIIK <:OMTE>«^E DE I. ESTOH.VDE

All' iiiv (h'ar friend, what can 1 -ay in answer except the

'•:•! // is too latr" of that fool Lafayette to hi- royal mas-

Oh! my life, my sweet life, what phy-'^ian will give

ll
a
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It liiick li> iiK'? My own haiul ha- dealt the dcatliltldw, .\hi-'

have I iiDt hivn a. mere will-i-'-thi'-u i.^p, uhn-c iwinkliii"
spark was fatrd to inT\>\\ hrt'orc it ivachcd a llaiiic;' Mv , viy

rain torrent- of tear- -and yd thry niii-t not fall when I aii;

with him. I tly him. and he ^(•(ks nir. Mv dopair i- ail

within. This toriiuv Dante f.irgot lu plaa; in hi.s Inft'nin.

Come to set' lue die

!

LYII

THE COMTKSSK I)K I.'i:sTi>H.\I)i; TO TIIK COMTE DE
l'i:stiii;.\i)E

The Chai.f.t, Aii;p(si:ih.

^Iy Lovk.—Take tlie cliildren away to I'rovenic without \w.
I remain with I.onise, wlio has only a few (hivs yet to live.

I cannot leave either her or Iter luishand, for wiiose rea-on
r fear.

You know the scrap of letter whieh sent me iUixv^ to Villf

dWvray. pickin<,' up the doctors on my way.
'

Since tlitii

I have not left my darlincr friend, and it has heen impossible
to write to you, for I have sat up every nii^ht for a fortniirht.

When 1 arrived, I found her with (iaston. in full i\r>-.<,

heautiful. lau.udiin^r, happy. It wa^ a heroie falsehood ! '!'!:, .v

were like two lovely children to.irether in their restored ( mii-

fidcnco. For a moment I was deceived, like Caston, hv this

ofTonter}-; hut I.oui^.. pre-ed my hand, whispering::
"He mnst not know; I am dviiiir."

An icy chi'] fell over me as I felt her l.urnimr hand an.!
saw the red spots on her cheek-. I crmirratulated mv-.'f
on my prudence in leavin.i: the doctors in the wood tin't!!,'
ph(nild be scnit for.

"Leave us for a little." slie said to Caston. "Tw.,
women who have not met for five vear< hav,. tdentv of Pecivt.
to talk over, and Renee. ] l,nve i,o dotiht. has thinir« t., cantvh
in me."
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itiri'illv Wf »( re aloiic. -lir linn;: licr-rll' mt' n'y arms,

UT! '.!i' I'Miu'tT t'> n-triiin Iht ti'ar.-.

••r,!l nif iihont it," I -aiil. '"1 liaxc hniUL' with me. in

, ,,., ,,}' 11.. i!, ihi' lic-t. ,-iirL'i'iin and the itc-t jiliysiciaii from

,
[iiial, aiiil IJianclion a- well ; llicrr arc I'Miir altn^^ctluT."

\'i
!" >hr cried, ""have tlicni in at cncc if they can save nie,

,f I ;rn' is still time. The iias.-imi which hurricil me to death

I u . ries fur life I"

r.iit what liave you ilunc to ymirself ?"

•j liave m a I'ew days hniu;.'ht myself to the la.-t stage of

.'....-.llnjition.""

|>ut how!'"

•
1 -ot myself into a profuse perspiration in the night, and

:: .
' ran out and lay down iiy the -ide of the lake in the liew.

',,i-' ii thinks 1 have a cold, and 1 am dying!"

S.-iid him to Paris ; I will fetch the doctors myself," 1 said,

,i- I lu-hcd out wihlly to tiie >\<ot where I had li'ft then..

\:;i-I mv love, aftiT the con-ultation wa- i)ver, not (me
;

;:i.- d.Hiors gave me the least hop,'; they all helieve that

I. -I will die with the fall oi the leaves. 'I'he dear child's

iition has wonderfully helped the <n(ce.-s of her plan.

I' -• t ms she has a predisposition to this complaint; and
• iL^li, in the ordinary course, she might have lived a long

: . a IV'W days' folly has made the ease desperate.

1 ..innot tell you what I felt on hearing iliis sentence,

i- i on >uch clear explanation-. You know that I have

.
.' in Louise as much as in my own life. I was simply

".-''d. and could not stir t.) ocort to the door the-;o har-

.! _ -r- of evil. I don't know Ikhv long I remained lost in

" ' thoughts, the tears running down my cheeks, when
! ' - roused from my stupor hy the words;

' "'! thi>re is no hope for me I" in a clear, angelic voice.

!• was Louise, with her Inind on my shoulder. Slu' made
" iT't up, and carried me off to her small dniwing-room.

'''• '1 a beseeching glance. >lie w.nt on:
' "^tav with me to the end: 1 won't havi' doh'ful face.s round

Ahove all. I mu-t keen ihi' truth from him. I know

1

1

*^. ^

i

t
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tliat I have >tr.'ii-ili id do ii. I ,un I'lill if youth nrnl

sjiirit. ami niii dir -i.iiicliiiL' I l''ur iii\~i!t'. I lia\i' nn ir-

^Tft.-i. I am il\in;: a- I .'. i-lnil in ilii . ^till yoiiii;: and lira'iti-

I'ul, ill till' [•rrlccllnll III li!\ UiillialdlcMid.

"A.- for liiiii. I i-aii MO \( i\ Hi'll iKiu that I should have

nuidf hi- lilo iiii>craliIo. ra-.-ion ha> mo in its .Lrriii, lil,.' ^

6trujroiii)i.r lawn, iiii|iaiiont .if tho i.mU. M\ u'fuiiii(||.-.< j.-al-

Oiisy ha.- a!road\ uoiimlrd Inm -ori'ly, Whoii tho dav oaiii.'

that my >ii-j'!oioii- mot oiils' mdilToroiioo- - u Iik li in tho I ri.'

run is llio riirhtfiil mood of all joalmi-v— well, that wniiM

have iicoii my doatii. 1 ha\o had mv -hare id' lifo, 'I'hon- arr

lioiipic who-o namos on tho mii-tor-ro|| of the world show

i^ixty yi'ars of -orvico. and yol in all that tiino ihov havr imi

liad two years of rral lih-. whil-t my rooonl id' liiirtv ia

ilouhiod hy tho inioii-ilv of my Invo.

'"Phus for him, a- well a- for mr. tlio clo-o i- a ha])|p\ oin-.

Hut l)ftwocn us, doar I.'oik'v. it is dillVri'iit. Vou lo-o a. iovim:

sistor, and that is a, lo-s \iliioh noihin:: oan repair. Vou alont'

Iktc have the riiiht to mourn my doalli."

After a h>n,Lr jiaiiso. tluriii^- uhioh I could oiilv sec Iut

through a mist of tears, slie continued:

"The moral id' my death i> a cruel one. Mv dear drK-tor in

petticoats ua- riLrht ; niarria-o laiiiiot rest upon passion as

its foundation, nor even upon love. How fine and nohje is

your life! keepiiii,' always to the one -alV road, vou <:ivo voiir

hushand an ever-e'rowinj,'- aU'eelion: while the pussiouat/'

eagerness with wliicli I threw nivsi If into we(hled life was
hound in nature to dimini-h. Twice have I gone astrav. and
twice ha.s Death -iretehcd forth hi> hony hand to strike mv
happiness. The first time, he rohheil me of the nohlest and
most devoted of men: now it is my turn, the griiininj-

monster tears me I'roni the arms of my poet hushand. witli

all his beauty and his grace.

"Yet I would not complain. Have I not known in turn
two men, eaeli the verv p.atlern of nohjlitv— -one in miiMl,

the other in outward form? In F(dipe, the soul dominated
and tninsfornied the hody : in (iaston, one could not sav wh.ich



LETTKliS »>l' TWO lUillM'.S :'Xu\

,^^, .,i,„.,,„„^l„.art, iiimd. "V -'nu^' ..r fnrin, I di.- a^l.-P',!

'uliiit' inoiT couM I «i-li fnrr Tmi.-. imt1.,i|.s hi «!iu!i

,,..!,;, w mar the <;<»! <>f "Ik'Hi 1 'iinv haw to., litllr ihuiiuht.

M; -pint will take \\< lliirlit lowanl- Ilini. full of iov.-. aiid

w:ih th- prawr iliat mmii^ -lav. in the vvori.i alM>vr. lie will

.,,ii;,. ,|.,. niiiT iimrc to ihr two who inailf a heaven ol' mv life

i„ :,,\v. W ithoiit tlii'tii, paraili-.' woii!,l he a ili'-crt to iiir.

••T,, oih.i>. my cxaiiiplf wmihl !» fata!. Tor miiir was no

,,,,,,,,,,,, l,,i. 'I'n iiici t a KrliiK' or a <ia-toii i-^ iiiof.- than

i:,:rial- i-aii cxpci-t. aiul tlii'ivfoiv ih.' .loctrim- of -.cirty

111 iv-ard to iiiarriaL'f aicord- with thr natural lau. Woman

- v.r.ik. iUHl ill maiTNin- ^ii>-oii-lit to makr an ciitiiv -ai-riluv

,,r h.-r will to thf man who. in i-fturn. .-hoiild lay his -clti.-h-

.,,_ ,ii hri- I'rct. Tlu' Mir whirl) woiiu'ii of late year- havt-

,;,,!>. I hv their whinin;-r aii>i in-nhordinatioii i- riiiiciiloiis,

,!..! niiU ^hous how well wv .h-cT\r tlu' r|tilhrt of children,

!i- ,.\viil hv jihilo-oiiluT^ on our m-x.

>li,- .oiitiiuied talking' thus in llw uvnilr voice you know

- . well. uttcrin.L' the ^M-avest truths in the i)ivttiest manner,

I.;!!.! (;a>tcm entered. brinuiuL' with him his si^^ter-in-law, tho

iwo children, ami the Kn-li-h iiur.-e. whom, at L(Uli^e'^ rc-

iHi(-t, he had been to fetch from Paris.

ih re are the prettv in~tniment> id' my torture." -lie said,

:i-. iMT nephews approached. "\Va- not the mistake excusable?

Uii:!! a wonderful liki'iies-^ to their uncle!"

-«:i.- was mo.M friendly to Mine, (laston the elder, and

i, --cd l' at she would look upon the clialel as her home; in

.-'•1 :t, she plaved the ho-te-> to her in her l)e>t de Chaiilieu

•:„nncr. in which no one can rival lier.

I u-rote at once to the Due and Duche.-se d.' Chaulien. tho

'"u- d.' Ixhetore. and tlie Diic de Lenoncourt-(;ivry. a- well a.s

. Madeleini'. It wa^ time. Next day. Louise, worn out

.';'!i -o much exertion. wa< unable t;i ,i:o nut; indeed, she

niiiv i:ot up for dinner. In the cotirso of the evcninii', Made-

'. iii.-^de Lenoncourt. her two brothers, and tier mother ar-

.••cl. The coolness whidi I.oui-^c',- second marriap' had

...a-cd between lierself and her fainilv disipiM'ared. Kvery



it hi m:i'ii;i;s oi iwo ukiuds

11:

day sine., that .•vmni-, Lnui^. '-
ritl,,,- ,i,;,| |„,,!, i,,.,. i,,,,!.,,,^.

Ii;iv.- ri,|.|..n ,.^,-r ,„ tl,,. innrinii,-. ami ih,. iw,, .ludi- -,-
s|H'n<l nil tlinr .•vrnm-> at tlir .halrt. Draij, unilr. a^ u..^
ii> scpaiat. -

: n Minicc, all [laltrv IVclin;:.

L(iiii>c 1, iK-rfcdK.ii iti iH-rcliariii. Ii.t -race. li.Tjrood -. n-
her wit. all.! h.T tcn.i.rii.^. SI,,, ha. ntaiur.l m tli.- ',•
that pcrlV,! tart lor uhi.h ..he ha« Im.m .u far -. an.l -i,,-

lavish,., on IN tl„. trra-ur.'.-. .,f Ikt Imlliaiit nmi.l, whidi lua.K-
her one oi thr (|iic..ns of I'aris.

"J sliould like to |.M,k well rvcii ill mv collin "
<].,• mM

with her niat,.hk.ss .mil... as .lu- lay .|o«n on ih,- h,.,l wh.rr
she was to Im^.r f,,r a t'ortiii;:ht

Her r.Hui, has iiothin^r of ih'sick-chai.ilMT in it ; modinn,-
ointments, the wliol,. apparatus of niu-Mn-. ,s eaR'fuIlv , „,!•
ceaied.

"Is not. my d.-athh,.,] pretty!" shr said to the Sevres prir.t
who eanie to eonfr.-s lier.

We gloated over her like hiImts. All this anxietv, and the
ternhle truths whi<h dawne.l on Inn,, have pn pared (ia^t-m
for the woiNt. He is full of ,o.ira.„.. but the hlou- has ,.,„,.
home. It woul.l not surpri^. „„. to .se,. him follow his wife ,n
he natural eoiuve. Yesterday, as we weiv walkin^r round th<>

Jake, he said to me:
"I must he a father to those two .•hil.lren/' and he pointed

to his sister-m-law. who wa.< takin- tl,,. hovs for a walk "Hut
though r shall do nothin- to hapten „,v ,.„,]. [ ,vant ^nuv
promi.se that you will be a second mother to them and\v,l!
persuade your husband to aeeept the olli,,. of L'uanliaii whj, i,

1 shall di.pute to him in eonjun.lion with m.- sister-in-law "

He said this quite simply, like a man wlio knows he i^ not
oner for this world. He ha, .miles on his faee to m,vt
Louises, and it is only I whom he does not deetuve. He i^
a mate for her in con ra ire.

Loui.so has expressed a wish to s(y> her ^'odson. but I am not
sorry he shoiihl !,.. i„ ['rov-.n...; sho „,i,rht ,vant to remember
hini -enerously. and I should Ix^ in a great dimculty.

(Jood-bye, mv love.



Au'jint J-'/A I lit r I'lrtli'luy)

V.-t-pi.iv fVfiiiiiL'' I.'>iii-i' W.I- (lilirinii,> for a -Imrt timr;

,,1 !,, r .l.liniiiii wa- iIk' i.tvitu-l l.alililm-.'. wliicli allows that

^,„ til" niadiic-' "f ^'ili.,i i..(i|i!i- i« ii^t lliat of fools or nn-

i,,|:,. III ii tniTf tlinail of a vokv -Ih' -aii^' -om." Italian

n:r- frotii / I'un'^nii. I.'i Smni'iinhnl'i . M<n<, .
wliilc we stood

,.,; .;,1 tlu- i"il III >ili'iiii'. Not one of \i-. not t'v.n tilt' Due

,!,. ||!i.''|oir. hail dry I'vcs. .-o eh ar wa- it to iw all that luT soul

.I,,- in thix fa-hinn |ia>;-iiiLr l'r"iii n- ^'i'' '""''l "" '""P''*

.,, ,|.| \\\ -ho was thrrc -till in 'In- ihann of thf faint

,,,i,„i\. with It- >\V(Ttn(-> not of tlii- earth.

huriiiL' tho niv'ht the death iiL'oiiy l"';:an. It is now sovcn

.11 111.- moriiiiiL'. and I haw jii.-t iiiy-elf raided h.T fn>iu

'
' Smiiic llick.T i.f >lrcM;.'tli rcviviMl; -lie wislx'd to sit \>:

• uindow, and a.-kcd for Ca.-ton's ham' And thon. niv

i

,
. til.' -wrctist spirit whom we -hall rvcr sec on this cart!:

ihiMited. leavinir n- the einiitv shell.

The la-t .-aeraincnt had lieen adniini>tcrc(l tlic cvcnin;: lic-

'..!.. unknown to (ia-toii. who wa- takiiii: a snatch of sleep

.liiiiu' this ajronizinir ceri'inony; and after she was moved

:.. :lie window, she a<ked me to read her the />- Profumlu

-,'.' i-nricli. while .-he wa- thii- face to face with the lovely

-. -le. uhich was h.T handiwork. She repeated the words

,:l'. r me to herself, and pressed the iiands of her hiisbajid,

u!-. knelt on the other side of the chair.

Mv lieart is l)roken. I have in-t seen her in her winding-

^', (I : her face is (luite pale now with purple shadows. Oh!

J ,v,im niv children! mv children! Bring me my children!

THE END
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INTRODLCnON*

I

/, ; Friiime (/« Tnnlr Aiis eoii.-i.<ts nf r-i.\ cliapliTs whicli at

: -; ,i|i|ii';n\'(l (k'lai-licd ami whii-h wvyv iml kiiil loui'tln r cvi^ii

\.,i. !! ini-\ iiiaiii' iiji \'i)luinc l\'. n|' ilic •SrriH'.- dc la \ if

I'lAif' ( l,>:i'j). 'I'vvn _\cai> laUT llal/ai- '^aw llimi ihc lilK-

• M.'iiii- Ili.-tiiiM'," lint il \va- uiily in l>r.', m tli<' lir-i cdiii'm

: lin- •t'liiiM'dv." ilia! ilic rliai'aclrr.- I". re tin' -amr names

;:• laLdiniii iIh> \ariini> ciiaiiliTr-. 'I'l'.;.- I'aii .-r(in> to have

'.':: dill' to r.al.^aiV rrcoL'-Miziiiu' that lii~ lirrniin' could not

',r,. had all Iht adwntiin- If ln-r -tm-v li>L:;in in \^\'-\. In

"!. r to help lint his ( hiMiiold^-x . he d:iti.l ihr iii>vfl IS'JS-

•-11 in>i"a(l of 1>-.'S-1S l-.>. 'I'hr hi-i.if_v nt' the Separate

.j|>tcr>. four 'd' which were puhli-ln d in the reviews, is too

iiliiatcd to hi' -ivcn lure and nm-t he -ou,;,dil in Loven-

.^ The Maniiii> d'Aii^lcniont will he mentioned olso-

" i;. re. hut his w i fe, the heroine of the -lorv, does not reappear.

I i:::ii(s de X'aMilencr-.-i' phiv- a >lijrht part in the "('omedy"

I I'ipared with his hrother J-Vlix. TIk' notai'y Cr-'ttat will he

:nil in "Cesar IWrotteau'" ami several other novels. 'I'he

; eiiaraclers need no .-peeial mention.

.'. l-'riiiiiie Alinndiiinin' was tirst jirinted in the Pnvuc d'

/ '' ^, Septemher ls:!'J. ll entered the •Sctne^ di' la Vie de

I'le.inee" in is;!:!, hut v,as tran>ferred to the ""Sccik'S de hi

I'rivee," whc'i it was inchnleil in the ('omedy" in VM'i.

'
• ii'-roine"- former hne-atTair is i-ecminted in "I'efe (ioriot."

''
-^i! hei'ii ;ind heroine ari> mentioned in 'Alhert Savarns."

/.» liri'niiiliirr was (ir-t pnhli.-hed in the /,'. r»e il, Pnri.'i,

() 'Mhep )>;!•.'. It entered the •Senile- de la \'ic de I'roviiice"

CopjTiRlit, I'JOO, I'y Ttiomas Y. Crowt'll & Comiiaiiy.

vix) (V0I.X)
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ill 1
>.';:;. ;iihI ilid lint jdiii the ••Scriii'- ilr 1,1 \'ic I'rivi'c" lint:!

ISI'.'. uiiiii ii \\,i~ i'lcliKlcil in lii«' ('iiiii'(l\ ."
Liiilv lir.in-

(loii i- iiiciiliniicii M'\crii, iiiio in iiiniii'ctKiii wiih tin- f.i^t

]'iii'i.-i;in -ri ; licr lii\cr u.i- |iriiliiil,I > liir (nluin-i I'niiich, .--mi

of '"rrlc (iiicidt."" Ilcr W .-(111- lia\i' iiiM'ii iiiii.li- u-r i;f

jilriMil\. m ".Mi'iiKiiri^ (jf l(rii.\ .Iimiiic- Mani'i'-."

Li .!/( ,>•>'/(// :lp[ii':irr(| lir,-t ill llir HiVilf i/i.< Ihll.r Mnii:i <.

|-'i'liriiai'\ l-'i. \^'-Vi. It ciilcrc'l the Sc'iiis ilr la \'h' j'nxr'

l!ii' same \i'ar iiinlcr the title nt' "Li' Cnn-cil," In the !a!:'r

fofiii it \\a- a.-.-ociatcil with ""La (ii'ainlc I'itii'm lir.'" and i-';-

tainnl Several [ia:^t'~ since -up|ife-.-e(|. In ls-'i;5 it enterid

liie ••Si(".||i., (1(. \;[ \'n. ,1,. I'rdviiar."" 1)111 reiiirneil t(i it- [irni" r

jdaee in tile ( 'uiiie(lv" in JSTJ. \\- eiiai'aeters do not i'

-

anjiear.

^''/'-.vTf /,• \\a- lir,-t |iulili-!i(d in the "">( ("'ne- de la \'i.> I'ri\i"

of l>:!ii (lir.-l edition) under the title of ""l.e- |)aii-er- !.

rineoiiduite." ll was divided into llirer ehajitir.-, ihi' lir-:

of wliieli had appeared ii. Lii M'ulr. I'Vlnaiarv jil. ls:M, I;:

ll^'.)'} It \ias elllitieil "he i'a[ia (iuli<eci<"" ailil illM'Tled in \\i<

'Sct'-iics d,' la \'ie I'arisieniie." On eiilennu' the "('oineih,"

in l>l".', it touk its t'ornier place under its prc-ciit title. Tn"

old usurer ap]iears in sevtTal inivels. as does a!-o the ad\iH-,!'''

Dervillc who tells about hini. The (Irandlieii conneclioii i-

a larij'e and iinporlant one, and |di}.- an e.-pecial part in tin'

"Splcndeiii's et Miseres" and in '"Beatrix."" Tiie elder Ic --

lauds are encountered in "Pere (ioriot"": the \i>iii;;jcr m ""I.

ne]»uti'' d"Areis."" .Ma.\inie de Traille,- appear.- in the la-i

nientunied iio\el> anil in iiian\ nlhers.

riiiTc (inissijii was lii>t j)iante(l in IS jo in "ilahel."" a ii.:-

cidlanv. 'i"he -anie year it appean^d alniiL;- with I'ierrcilc

In I>il it entered the .•>cene- de la \'ie ran-ienne"" oi' ii:'

'( 'onied\-."" The hei'n. hi- paintef I'l'ieiiii-, and Mlie Ma.ui;-.

are t'reipienti\- nieiuiniied (ir play j)ai'i.- iii the "('unii'dy. I in'

\ iTvclK's do not reap|iear.

)

(Vol. X)
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! .\ii;.ni>l 1>3I Halziii- wmtc td Mine. IIan>ka: "\>m will

,
; ^niifj'rdtii ' .< I iii'ifiinh s

I

till' ,-i'( 1)11(1 part nf "[-a I'Viiiiur

i •riiic Aii>"| ulr.ili lias v<'>\ u\>- i'miii- iiiunllis nf laliiT. !i

iMinv pa.u'f^; 1 lia\r imi wi'illi'ii \\\>i jilira.-i'.- jht day.

ii')i'rili|i' crv. uitliiiiit ('/(// ot' .'tylr, with ii>i i'lvi ii-inii

1,- tlraiiiatir. . . . I'.iit it i- caiciiialfil tn iiiakc uin'

; . i;,i)i''; It is all \v\\v. I have iicvcr \)f>'\\ »< Miudi >iirri(l l>y

; .\ r!-.. It i~ iii'irc than I ii (Irrii'tilirrr. ninri- than /.'/ fnn'm'

.1 . ni,l:in!i'''' ."

\\n::\ i-i'aili'f> will iloiilit Ifss he willini: to aL:ri'i' llial the

:.') ihu> (lcs( riiii'il hv lialzac ;s jirohiihly tln' hf-i in his

:i iiiaiii|tiilat<'il hncik. hut Iimw many will aurrr with a

;:t Aiiu'i lean writrr in fankinu' "I.a Immim!!- i! 'rrciit.'

\' -" aiiioiijx thr nia.-t'T|iiri-!- nf the "( 'anc I;
" ' 1".\' ii il' it di'l

• rrjirl A!i,uii>-Sa.\iin rcatlcr.- hy it- iii-i~tci:cc mi a^hiltcroiis

:,..in ail iIl^!stl•Hl•| that links it with the twi aicniii-

;-.•. in;,'' tak's—would it noi lo>t' their I'avor on aiiouiit of

•' '.viKl iiiiprtJiahi'ity "f thr ( liajitri- dcx rihin^' t!i'' tli.i,dit

• ilrlfii anil the piratical cxplmt^ of hn- hii-hatai ? And cM'Ii

-• piTMiiis who lovi' the wildly romantic jircfcr character:-.

, preserve some consistency, wiierea- the hu-hand ami wih;

ir.s story clian<re their characters most strikini:ly without

'
. reason save the verv iri'od one that Balzac did not for a

': time have individuals in hi- mind, tmt was dcalin;jr with

;•.-. Finally, by tlint of hard work, in which he seems to

>.' heeii assisti'd hv Mine. Snrville (See ('firrrsjKiiiilrncc ].,

'

I. he L'-ave his cliapttTs a partial and factitious unity, l)ut

:• lie made a c-ood hook of them is more than most critics

wiHiui: to allirni.

Waiving the (|Uestion whether lialzac here and e!-ewhere

; not lav too much stre.-s upon the relations >ii!i-i>ting

•A.'.ri a woman"- aire and her lack of vinue. althoii^ii we

- L'rant that there is a distinct hasis of truth to hi- oh-

r.ations. we must frankly confront the (|U('stion wlietlier

(Vol. X)
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ilultery, its cantos and its constviiR'ncos should recciv ( li;

y Si

i

.1

(li'taili'd study ;,'ivt'ii thcin in the first tlircc storit's of t!i..

\oIuiue. W'v need nnt (li^(u>> tlu' iu.~ul;ir idiitention iIk'I

iidultrrmis coiiiicrtiiin- >liiiu!il iKii 111- tiTiilrd al all 1)V uovfli.-t.-.

J'ur till.- wimld lie nifivl\ !o n-ar-ut' iIr' vhh: of tlu.' Knjjli.^h

/'.•.. liic Coiiiiiiciitai niiVfl. r.ui, wlnlr j^raiitiii;^' novelists full

lil"Ti\. \\c may (jur-iiun uliciiirr ii i- wdriii ilicir wliilc to

aiialy/c adultery, to ^n\c u> talcs lik" /,-/ (irrnndirrr that, prac-

tically, iia\c no (illicr niolif. i'.aizac >cciiis to have thought it

worth wiiilc, and cniisidcriiiL;- the a'_'c and country he livccj in.

ami certain pha.-cs of his own character and life, it is easv

to see why he thon-ht so. He \va- far fnmi faiiinLT into the

nustake made hy his sucees.-ors. who seem to think that ir-

regular relations hetween the sexes are the warp and woof of

life, hut he saw enough of such rclatinii< and had had

feullicieiit experience (d' them hini>elf to know that they must

play an important j)arl in the "t uinedy." These stories,

then, may })rohabiy bo justified. if at all, not as separate works,

but as parts of a great, compreiien.-ive wiiole; aiul from the

latter point of view it does appear po-^ihk' to make out a good

case for Balza(,'. "La (irenadiere"—which seems, hy the way,

to describe a real habitation that lialzae was anxious to pur-

chase—may exhibit a sentin:eiii,il;-iii partiv atoned for hy

the strong character of Louis ( la-ton: hut it is necessary as

a study of the baleful elVec ts < f .-idiilteiy. and as an exposition

of the "deserted mi>tre>.-" whu ;:iv.- her>elf up to repentance,

and who finds at least a partial (.msolation in her maternal

sentiments. In "La I'emnie .\handiiimee."" on the other hand,

we have a study of the childle-- woman w hose selfishness makes
her willing to involve another and a younger man in her

coils, and we are al.so given a full exposition of the evil fate

she brings upon herself and her paramour. Here again then'

is a little more sentimental glamour thrown around adulterv

than is altogether desirable, but Balzac was a Frenchman and

(Vol. X)
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„ thinp f.f n voluptuary, nnd it i? at lea?t dear that ho

;-li,.s vife scvcn-l\. Finally, m Mm.'. (rAij,'l.'Mic.nt wc

llMV
slu'

ml
ihc woiiiai) who ultunatcly yields to virc hccna.-o

,v,,liy (lues not lov(> virtue, whose onjiinal wilfulness ai

,s /l,,|Hd ^elii^hnes^ rum l)oli> lier eharaeter .lud her home,

a:, I who is in the end -rnevously |.uni>lu'd in her children.

W.iiM llie ••Coiiu'dy"' have U-en eomi)lete without these ehar-

„!,..- .iiid careers, 'and has Ralzae ])resented them in too ro-

|,ii|,ivc ;i inanner? It seems unfair to answer either (jue^tiou

i„ il.c iiilirmative, altiioujrh it is .|uite fair to ln^i^t that the

Moll. - lire a-^ unpleasant as it is safe for fiction to he, and that

til. \ lire by no means to he recommended to sensitive readers.

There IS little ne(>d to discuss them in detail. "La Kemmo

is notable for it^ faults of construction and

Its cliara<'ter> would not be aLrreeahle

e\,:i if they were consistently ilrawn. Seiiliiiwnlal glamour

easure, and in C'haiiters IV. aiul V. wo

iMve a return to the frank sensation;'li>m of the •'O'luvres

,i. Trente .\ns"

t-r It.- e\a;.'p'ration.

they were co

i,re-ent in o'er mi

!!:i\e ;i iciuiii i" i ii' iiinwv .^x...

(i. .leiiiies.se," which is proiiahly explained in part hy the

<].i\>
— l^•.i^. The Pirate is the ";:rand eriminar" of ".Vrgow"

111 process of transmutation into the Vautrin of the "Splen-

.i.iir- et Miseres,'' Imt he apiu-ars in a ^etting that suggests

, i,era boufl'e. It seems almost incredible that Halzae should

iiiive thought his heroine "great and nol)le" and "adorable"

: i!er The masterly analy.-is of her diaracter in Chapter II.;

lei.l even a novice in fiction should have seen tliat the im-

i.eility and brutality of young d'Aiglemont were not likely

'- lie transformed into the mellow dignity of the old general.

On the other han<l, tl<e opening pages descriptive of the

I. View of Isapoleon's tro.'p- an' lillle diort of suiierh. the

-:.. teh of that old time ari.-lorrai. the Marchioness of Listo-

:i;eie-Landon, is excellent, the Cure of St. i>aiige i-^ worthy of

:;,i!/ac"s ecclesiastical gallery. There arc several strong or at

i..i4 remarkable scenes and there is some good analysis, al-

(Vol. X)
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<lu)iii:li uliiil inir ;iiitli<>r h.-i- Id .-iiv on tlic ~iilijrft of iiiatorniiv

is not ^o iriio :i- wiiMl lu' uiis to write Inter m "•MeiiKJir'-

(]e |)ell\ .leiiiie,- M;iri(-es." The desenplion ol' 'I'olirilllir :-

full of :i jiAiii^' eiillui-i.i-tii wliieli i> al.Mi ili.-|il,iveil in 'La

(irell:l(l;ele." ;iliil lllel'e l> ;l line |i;l;j:e (|i'\.]li'(| Id |';in.-. In

i^iiorl. tline I- eiinu,::li l^hoiI wurk m the >iur\ lo make ^>\w

aliiio.-i lefjci II,, iin|iiea,-anl iiinlive aii.i it- eiariiiir I'aiih,-.

Hut allhoiiL;li ilalzae thou;iht m) iiiik h ot' il, allhoii;;li uc diir-

sclvps inii-l lliiiik of il when wi- lind il< materia!- utilized in

other ,-tnrii s." it i- alnin-t th,. hi-i nf \\\< honk- lo which uv

should think of a|i|dyim: the epitlii'! —"irreat."'

Of the three eoMcludinu pieces, "Le .Me.->aL'e." "(inl)seck."

and "I'ierre (ira-.~ou,'" onlv the ^eellnd needs special ceiii-

meiit. 'j'lie llr-t tale has elemenl> of -ireimih, Iml is far sur-

pa.-sed h\ tile tr:i;;ie slorv with which it wa> at one tunc

associated— ""La (ii-iiide ilrcteehe.'" 'I'he ,-ketcli of the canvr

of the hoiiriicoi,-. jiainter is full of irony and has a touch of

]>aliios. hill Halzac seems to lei his aiitijialliv for the hotir-

<,'eoisie and for mediocrity in j^cneral j:et the upper hand nf

liiin. It he iiad written it earlier, when his own treniiis

was heiii^' oiipressed hy the Tierre (irassous that had taken

Bridau's advico and deserte(| painiini: for literature, ho niiijht

have had more excuse for the mordancy of his satire. .\s it

is, while we recogiuzo the stren<:lh of the sketch, wo prefer

to think of Balzac as the author u{ the "("hef-il"(Kuvre In-

oonnu."

For ((jhseck." however, few words <d' praise appoar ton

strong. It may seem alisiird to sjieak of the poetry of a

Usurer's life, hut tiiis is jii>t what ISalzac discovered and jnii

into his tale, tlu'rehy making it great. Derville and tiie

(irandiieiis and the lie>lauds are all more or le>s interosliiig.

ami w(uild u[ them-elves siuliu to make a u'ood Parisian .scone

*r/. for e.xami>li-, l.a Kuus.-c .\IiiilrL--sc." uhirh rtprusfiils I'az as undergoing
martyrddiii, ami lllu' l.dnl orciivilli- imt really iiaittiiii; I'aris

(Vol. X)
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Ililzac afterwards saw. liul ill 1830 it was dovibtlcss

i';. , , iiiral li<nin' of tlic old u>urir that doiiiinatod his {pator's

:;;.,i_'m;itiuii. I'crliaps thi' hidic.-, who, like Miiu'. Ilaiiska,

[,n>fi-~'il their rai)tur(iii> adiiiiralinii fur the '•Seeiies de hi

\ : rii\ee," ihou^iil more of the adventures of Aiia.-tasie

i M.iMiiw d.' 'I"railh'> than of the thri'i' suiH'rl) pa>,'es in

uLiiii (iol)>e(k dexTihed the iirilhance of his existeiiee a d

!:. |,.,uer id' ^'ohl : hut we who read in eohler Idood eau |ier-

,,;\r that in tliose pajres tiie ^'reat l>al/.ae revealed hims.'lf

•:• rniiipetent eves. •'Ku;;enie Crandit," "I'ere (Joriot," thti

• >pli nileurs et .Miseros," and "Cousine Bette" are in genu

lit "(iobseck."

W. 1'. TUENT.

(Vol. X)
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A WOMAN OF THIRTY

To Louis lionlnn'jcr. I'ainlcr.

EARI.V MISTAKKS

It ua> a Snnday innniini: in the l.c^rinninj: of April l^tl-'^. a

I) rtunj: whioli ^'nv(• promi-c nf our of tlio-c liriirht ilnv- wIk'H

i'l 'i-Mn-. for the firM time iii tin- yc:ir. UAwh\ ilry pawrinTits

!:: '.rfr.oi iiiul a cloiullr-:-; sk.v o\ criioiid . It was not vrt noon

vJ.ri a luMirious caliriolct. drawn liy two spirit'''! hor-.s.

VAvryA out of the Ww <!' ("n.-tii:li'ni.' ' tli" IJiio d'- Hivoli,

1!-! drew up hcliind a row nf carria- tandm,:: Inforc tti<'

^.,^lv opened harner lia!f-way down t!i. 'nrra^-^c il<- l-"fuil-

huifv Tht' owner of tlic carriap' looked anxious and out of

!,';i!th-. tlie thin hair on hi-^ sallow tenii>!es, tiirnini: ^-ray

nip idv. pivc a look of premature a,<:e to his face. He "un<r

t!" ivins to a servant who followed oi\ horseback, and ali-iited

ti :ake in his anus a yonnir ^'irl who^c dainty l.eauty had

,'.:;. ;iilv attraeted the eyes of lounL:<'rs on the Terra-se. The

!
•!'- iadv. standing: upon the carria,-:*' step, irraciously suh-

-v'N'il to be taken by the vai-t. inittini: an arm round the

• . nf her jruide. whi. set her down up-n the pavement with-

. :! M) muciras ruminj: the trimmin.ir of her ^'reen r.'p dress.

\ . 'over would have been so careful. The stran-er could only

',' tb.e father of the vouni: ,i:irl. who took his arm familiarly

V ihout a word of tluuik-. and hurried him into tlic (la-d-'ii

'"

'!ie Tuilorios.

The old father noted the wondering stare which some of the

- .ng men gave the couple, and the sad expression left his

r (1)

w^.
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file"' for 11 nioiiit'ut .\llliMii;.'|i lie liiid Imi;.' -iricr' n-aclu il i!i.'

time of lifi' wli(ti a iniin i> fain to he cdiiti'nf with sii'li i!-

luKtry (l<'li^lit> a> \aiiil_\ Im-Imw-. he Ii.m.mii to -mile.

"'I'licy think \oii aif u\\ \\\U ." lu' .-aid iii the yoiiii;,' Iail\'.

oar. ari'l lu- !ii'l«! liiriiM'lf iTinA aud walked witli slow sh [>-,

which tilled hi^ daii^rhtcr w ith d( >-pair.

Ill' -ri'incd to lake uji llu- ciiiiin.tii.'s part for h<>r; p<'rh:;|'-

nf the two. hr wa-; the iiinrc i^ratitlid I)y tlic nirious ^daii!.-

directed :i\ tlio.«c little fcf, shod witli plinn-oolr)rivl prunella;

ut the dainty fi;:iifi' i>iil!iiii'd l>y a l^w-cnt iiodid', (illid in \u!h

an t'luhfnidcn d ehi mi-ri ic. wliii li only partially concealed ih,.

jrirli.di throat. ll.rdrr-< was lifte-l hy her nioveiiients as -lu'

walked, ;^i\inf: ;.'lii'jKes hi^^lier iliar) the shoes of delicatclv

mouhlcd outlines iM-neath open-work silk stockings. More
than one of ihe idlep'^ turned and pa--.'d the pair a^'ain. to ad-

mire or to cateli a second ;.'lini[>~e df the yoimj,' face, ahout

which the hrowii ire-ses [daycd; there was a ;.'iow in its whitp

and vi(\. i>artlv retlcctiMl from the ro-e-colored satin iinin?

of her fn-^!iinnahle homi't, partly due to the eairerncss and im-

patience which sj)arkled in every feature. .\ mi-eliievoin

swectnc-s li^d!te(l up the hcaiitiful. almond-shaped dark eves.

bathed in licpiid hri^ditnoss, shaded hy the huiLT laches and

rurvin;: arch of eyehrow. I.ife and youth displayed their

treasures in tlie petulant face and in the jrracious outline-; nf

the hu>t un.-poihd cNcn hy the fashion of the day, which
hrouLrht tile irirdle under the hrea-t.

The yountr lady her.-cif appeared to he insensil)|p to ad-

miration. Her eyes were lixed in a sort of anxiety on tho

Palace of the Tuilerii'-. the ;.'oaI. douhtle-s. of lier petulant

promenade. It wanted hut fifteen minutes nf noon, vet even

at that early hour several uomi ii in i^ala dress were coming
away fmni the 'I'u'lerie-, not without backward <:lances at

the ^ates and pioutinL'' looks of di.-conteiit. a> if tliev 'irrettcd

t!ie lateness uf the arrival wliich had cheated them of a lon^'cd-

for -pectacle. Chance carrictl a few words let fall bv one

of these disappointed fair ones to the cars of the ehannins;

stranger, and put her in a more than comnion uneasiness. The
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,;.), rlv man wiitcluMi tin- -i^ms nf inipatH'rirp and apprr-

!;, n-ion wliich flitt<<l arrn-s \m ronipnnionN protty face witli

;n'rvr.|. ratluT tlian ariiii-cinnnt, in hi- •vr-, ol)«cr\ tiv.' li^r

i.iili a cldM' ami ran-f.il attcJition. which perhaps coiilil only

1., preiiiptcd by some ufU'r-tli<Hij:lu in tlic depths of ii father'o

iiiiiiil.

It was Ihc thirtppnth Sunday nf the year 1813. In two

!-
-

liiiic Napnli'dii \v;i« to -cl out upon tiie disastrous cam-

j,,i -II in whicli he was to lose first Bessirres. ami then Dtirx-;

iiM UM- tn win the t.ienioralile liattlc- of Lutzen and Baiif/en,

•-, ..r hiiu-eir treacherously ili -erted by Austria. Savony.

I'm. iria. ami liernadotte. and to di>pute the dreadful field of

1,1 i'-ic. 'i'he nia^rnificeii! review coniinamltd for that day

I.-. i!i.- l-juperor was to he tln' la-t of so many which had Ion;;

,!• A'! I'.irth the adniirali'Ti ol' Paris and of forei,t,'n visitor-.

i-M hi' hii-t time the OKI duard would o.Mcute their sciciititie

iiiitarv manouvres with tlu' pomp and precision which somo-

t-nic. amazed the (iiant him>ci*". \a]io!eon was nearly n'ady

f.
;• ill- duel with Kurope. It was a sad scniuiient which

i,r-i;L'ht a brilliant ami curio\is thron.ir to the Tuileries. Kach

cMiid si-emed to foresee the future, perhap- too in every miiul

i.t' -r thou^dit was diiidy present, how that m that futup^.

\v!;.n the heroic age of France should have taken the half-

r.iliulous color with which it is tin^'cd for us to-day. nieii'-

::n iLMuations would more than once seek to retrace the j)icture

•! ' pajjeant which they were assembled to l)ehold.

lio let us K<> more (piickly. father; I can hear tlu' ilrum.-,"

I'vr voung girl said, and in a hair-tea.-ing. half-coa\ing man-

lii'i- -he urged her companion forwanl.

•'rbe troo]is are marching into tlic Tuileries."' >aid he.

"Or iiuirching out of it—everybody is comiiiL' away." she

,!'i-u(rc(l in childish vexation, which drew a smile from her

f;illii'r.

'The review only begins at half-past twelve."" he >aul : he

i::i'l fallen half behind his impctuou.- daughter.

!' might have been supposed that she meant to ha>ten their
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projrrcss hy tlic ninvcincnt of Ikt rifrlit arii;. for it swiinj: like

an (inr liladc tliniiiLrh 'ln' \v;it(T. In Iht iinpiilionro ?ho liad

mi-liril lii'i' liniiilkcrcliii'f into ;i hall in Iht tiny, wclj-irliivi'd

finfrcr-^. Xdw and tli( ii the old man smiled, hut the smiles

were surcr'cdi'd hy aTi anxion-: jnolc which (ro-^cd his withi ri'i!

face and -addiiUMl it. In his hive for the fair vounp girl bv

his -idc, lie V. a- a-i lain to cxail liu' prc-cnt moment as to dread

the fiilnre. '"She i- happy to-day: will iier happiness last?"

he >eemed |c> ;irk himself, for the eld are -omewhat prone to

fore>ee their own xirrows in the fiitiu'e of the vming.

Father and dauLrhter reaelxd the peristyle under the tounr

where the trii-ojor tla;r was still wavini^: hut as tliev ])a,--r!!

unrhr the ;i|-ih hv which jieopje came and went hetwecn ;'.

(iardens of the Tuileries and the Plaeo du Carrousel, the

sentrie- en Liuanl called out sterniv:

"No admittance this way."

By standing' on ti]>ti'e the youi.ir girl contrived to oatidi a

glimp-e (d" a crowd of well-dressed women, thronging eith'T

side of the old marhle arcade along wiiich the Hmperor wa> t'l

pa.-.~.

"We were too late in starting, father: you can see that (pnte

well." .\ little jiiteous pout revealed the immen>o importance

which she attached to the -ight of this jiarticular review.

"Very v.ell. Julie— let us go away. You dislike a crush."

"Do let us stay, father. Ivcn here I may catch a glinip-e

of the I'.mperor: lu' might die during this campaign, and tln'ii

1 should ne\er iiave sci'ii him."

Her father >huddered at the selfish speech. There were

fears in the girl's voice; iit^ looked at her, and thought that he

saw Tears heneath he- lowered eyelids; tears cau.*ed not so

miich liy the di-appointiiieiit a.- hy one of the troubles of early

yoiiili, a seiTct ea>il\ giir>,-('il hy an old father. Sudden-
Julie's face Unshed, and -he utteri .'. ,:n exclamation. Xeitlier

her father nor the .-entiiiel> inder-iood tlu' meaning of the

iT\ : hut an otliciq- witinii t'c harriei. who >|)rang across the

court lo\\aid> the sl.iirca~e, heard it, and turned abrupt'}

at the Miund. He wi'iil to the anade liv the (Jardens of th''
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Tiiii^ric.-, and rccnpnizcMl the yoniiL' liiily who had i)eon hiddi'ii

ff,r a iiinincnt liy tlic tall iK'arskin caps of iho jironadirrs. \lo

„! a^di' in favor of tlif pair the oivlcr wliich he hims<'lf had

<:iv. M. Then, taking: no heed of the niiinniiriiii:~ (d" th(> fasli-

1, I'.'d.N' crowd <i'atcd under ihc arcade, lie yciitly drew tho on-

rii[)iiir('d child towards liiiti.

"I am no lon.ircr surprised at licr vexation and cniiiiisiasiii.

if ;,'-/. arc in waitin}:." the oM man said \vit!i a ha!f-iii"ckin;z.

liaif -i-rious j.dance at tlie oilicer.

"If von want a frood position, M. 'e Due." the yoiui/ man

111 vcrcd. "\vc must not spend any time in talkiiii:. 'Idle

I'aij.pror does not like to he kt^pt waitinj:. and the (Irand

Mar-hal has sent m<' to announce oiir readinc<-.""

A- he spoke, he had taken dulie's arm with a certain air of

'< :ir,niaintanc<', and ilrew her ra])idly in the direction of the

r;,:i •• du ('arrous(d. Julie was a>toiii.-licd at tlic si>;ht. An

,i: !!.• ii-e crowd was ))enne<l up in a narrow space, shut in lie-

••.\
. ;i the <(ray walls of the palace and the limits marked out

\'\ I iiains round tho groat saiide(l scpiari's in the midst of the

' ,'!vard of tlio Tuilcrios. The cordon of smtries ported

; ' k'cp a clear jiassage for the Emjieror and his staff had

<:r';!i ihUiculty in keeping hack the eager humming swarm of

!.!;!!iaii beings.

• l~ it going to ho a very fine sight?" .Tulie asked (sho was

;
; ..111 now).

•rray take carol" cried her guide, and seizing Julie !)y the

. .1 •. he lifted her up with as inuch vigor as rapidity and sot

' • down beside a pillar.

i.it for his prompt action, his gazing kinswoman would

: i-.e come into collision with the hindipiartors of a white horse

.'. i; M Napoleon's .Mameluke h.^ld by the bridle: the animal in

:; ;faji))ings of green velvet and gold stood almost un<lcr the

;: ade. some ton paces behind the rot of tlio horses in readi-

;'"r tho Emperor's >taiT.

: ;,.• young ollicor placed tho father and daughter in front

,• ("rowd in the first sjiace to the right, and recommondcd

••i, bv a sign to the two veteran grenadiers ou either side.
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Thon lip went on li way inln the jjiilafc; a look of nrreat \n;-

and liai)]iiii(-.- had succct'dcd to \i\^ horror-struck expri'.-'.-ion

•.vhcii till' hor-'' i)a( ki'd, Julio had .liivcn h\< hand a invstfridii-

pp's-ui'i : li;id shi' i::('ar,t tn thank him for tlio little scrvii-

lio had >\nur her. or did -la- it'll him. "Aftor all. I shall r.'allv

"''•' }'"! •'
'

'"^ln' h'lif hir lii'ad (jiiito ;:raciously in rosiiotiM- \.,

the n-pcriful h(,\>- by which tlic nlliccr took leave of them be-

fore ho vani-hi'il.

The old man -t"od a little hchind his dauuditor. He looked

prave. He scemiMl to have left the two voiin^f people to<:et]ier

for >nnii' pnr[)n~e i,\' hi- ev, n. and now he furtivtdy watclu .] the

pirl. tryinir to lull her im,, f,i|..(. >.,'iiir';v by aprearin<r to <rive

: s whnle atleniidii to the nia--nili(Miit sioht jd the i'] ^, ,1^,

Carrousel. Wlieii Julie"s eye- turned lo her father witti tlie

ex})re-sion of a scheoHHiy ht/fure his master, he answered h;T

trhuue hy a .iray. kindly Miiih'. hut his own keen eyes had fol-

lowed tlie olIieiT under the arcade, and nothing of all that

passed was io>t upon him.

"What a e'rand siuht I" -^aid Jnlie in a low voiee. as -he

pressed her father's hand ; and indeed the pomp and |)ictur-

esqueiiess of the spectacle in the Place du ('arroi:s(d drew tiie

same exclamation from thousands upon thousands of specta-

tors, all a<rape with wonder. .Vnother array of si<,ditseers, a-

tightly packed as the ranks behind the old noble and hi-

dau.Lditer, filled the Jiarrow strip of pavement bv the railiiiLr-

which cros.^ed the Place du Carrousel from side to side in a

line parallel with the Palace .d" the Tuileries. The dense

livin;,' mass, varie^raled by the coloi'.- of the women's dres.-es,

traced ot:t a bold line across the centrt' of the Place du Car-

rousel, fillinf:;; in the fourth side of a vast parallelo.trram. sur-

rounded on three sides by the J'ahKe of the Tuileries itself.

Within the precincts thus raili'd olf stood the regiments of the

Old (iuai'd about (o lie ])assed in rc'. iew, drawn U]) o[)posite tlu'

Palace in impo>iiig blue (olumns, ten ranks in depth. With-

out and beyond in the Phiee du Carrousel stood several regi-

ments likewise drawn u]i in parallel lines, ready to nuirch

in through the arch in the centre ; the Trimnphal Arch, where
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M> l.ronze horses of St. ^Mark from Venice iised to stand in

• ,;.-,. (lavs. At either end, hy tlic Cideries du Louvre, the

n_':iii(iital hands were stationi'd. nia-ke.! hy tlie Polish

I.-mi ITS then on duty.

The <rreater part of tlie vast graveled ppace was empty as an

,in;i;:. n^dv U>v \hv evnhitions of lni.>e >ih-nt masses disiiosed

.VII !i th>' -vnimctry of military art. The sunlif:ht 1. lazed hack

:rn!n trTi iluuisaiid hay()net^ in iliiii ]U)ints of Hame ;
the hreezo

!;;;•,
1 liic iiicn's helmet ].himes till thry swayed like the crests

.,f lu.v^t-trees helore a .L'ale. The mute glitterin.i: ranks of

,,.;,. ran- w<Te full (d' hri-ht eontra>l in- colors. thank< t;i their

,lil!',ivul uniforms, weapons, accoutrements, and aiguillettes;

,,:id the whole ,Ln-cat picture, that nuniature l)atlle-fH'ld before

:ii.. .omhat. was framed hy the maje>tic towerin,<: walls of the

Tiiileric-, which otlicers and men seemed to rival in their im-

r;i/,i.ility. Involuntarily the sj.ci'tator nuule the comparison

:l'!uven the walls of men and the walls of stone. The spring'

-..iih-ht. tloodin'j white r.ia.-oiirv reared hut yesterday and

j.inMim centuries oh

il-n n/.i'd faces, each one wilh i

il. shone full likewise upon thousands

I.- own tale of j)erils passed,

;ii II I lUC gravelv expectant of perils to come.

lie CO lonels of the re'Mnienls came and went alone before

nks of lu'n and behind the nuisses of troops, check-

with blue and silver and <,'(»ld and pur{)le, the curious

the lances of some half-
d di>cern the tricolor pennons on

u/en inilefati^'-able Polish cavalrv, ru>hing about like shep-

ra> ( loirs in charge of a flock, caracoling up and down be-

n the troops and the crowd, to keep the gazers within their

bounds. But for this sliglit tlutter of movement, the
i'er 1)0

j.a

lin:

cene might have bee!i taking place in the courtyard of

lace of the Slee[ung Beauty. The very sprimr breeze.

•r u]» the long fur oi the I'renaditTs' bearskins, bore

to the inen's immobility.

he crowd eni]>liasized tl icir silence.

IS the siiujthert'd murmur
Now and again the

iiitrhn 1' of Chinese be (U" a cha nee Idow to a big drum, woke

;'• re\erberating echoes

ike the far-oir rumblini

,f the Imperial Palace with a souud

thunder.
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An indt^srrilinMc. urmiistiikiililc cntlnisiasm wns manifo^f in

tlie oxpwtaiicv of tlie iiiultitu(]c. Franco '.vas about to take
farewell of Xajidlenn mi the eve of a eanipai^.'-ii of wliicli t'].'

meanest eitixen foresaw tlio jterils. The existence of tho

French Kiiipire was at stake—to he, or not to bo. The whole
citizen population s<'eiiie(l to lie as niiicli insi)ire(] with this

t]ioii<:ht as that other arnicil population standing: in serried
and silent ranks in the enclosed space, with the Eagles and
the uenius of Xa])oleon hovering: above them.

Those very scddiers wore the hope of Franco, her last droji

of blood : and this accounted for not a little of tb.e anxious in-

terest of the scene. Most of the <.azers in the crowd had hidden
farew(dl— perha])s farewell for ever—to the men who inado
np the rank and file of the battalion-^: and even those inn^t

hostile to tli(> l-;mperor. in their hearts. • "t tip fervent pravcrs
to heaven for the ,t,dor\- of France : and t ;..,.-i most weary of the

stru<:glo with the rest of Kiirope h: J left their "hatreds

behind as they pas.-ed in under the Triumphal Andi. Thev
too felt that in the hour of danger Napoleon meant Franco
herself.

The clock of the Tuileries struck the half-hour. In a mo-
ment the hum of the crowd ceased, '{'he sdeuce was so derp

that you miglu h.ive heard a ( hild speak. The old noble ami
his daugh.ter, wholly intent, seennng to live onlv by their eve-,

caught a distinct sound (d' spurs and clank of swords ochuiiii:

up under the sonorous peristvle.

And suddeidy there appeared a short, somewhat stout figure

in a green uniform, white trousers, and riding boots: a m;in

wearing on liis head a co< ked hat well-nigh as magically po-

tent as its wearer: \ho broad red riblion of the Lcion ef

Ilono- rose and f(dl on his breast, and a short sword huii_-

at his side. At one and the same moment the man was seen

by all eyes in all parts of the square.

Inuncdiatcdy the drums beat a salute, both bands struck

up a martial refrain, caught and rei'vited like a fugue byever\

instrument fnrin the thiniK'st llute- to the largest drum. Ti •

clangor of that call to arms thrilled through everv soul. Tie'
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(;,].•:- ilnippod, and tlir men prc-^i'iitiil iirnis. nno iinaiiinvMH

rl./'uni'-fil innvfMiiPnt sliakinj: cv.'ry hnvniift from tlio foro-

M, .< front near tlic Palarr to the in>t rank in tlio Placo <lu

Carrnii-fl. The words of coinriianil -|»'d from linr to lin.' liko

,.,!!•>..-. The whole cntliusiastic muhitudc :-vn\ lit) a shout of

"l.i'ii_' live tlic I'liiipcrorl"

l.v, rvthm.ir shook, (juivcrcd. atid thrilled at last. Xapoleim

1;,.! HI' iited his horse. It was his inoveTiieiit that haii put

hf. ni!n those silent luasMS of men: the duiidi instrument.s

h:v\ t'"und a \oiee at his coming, the Kairles and the colors

!.,,! nl.ev.d the aiiie impulse whieh had hroughl emotion into

ail faces.

Tile very walls of ;he high jralleries of the old i)alace seemed

!,. ( rv aloud, "Long live the Kmperor I"

There was something preternatural alnnit it— it was magic

,ii u.iri<. a counterfeit proeiitment of the power of tiod
;
or

r,:^',.r it was a fugitive image of a reigu itself so fugitive.

\iid //'• the centre of such love, sm h enthusiasm and de-

\ •.'U. and so many prayers, he for whom the sun had driven

li.. clouds from thi' sky.' was sitting ti.ere on ..is horse, liirce

;•:,.. in front of iii.s (lolden S.^iadron. with the Grand

M .i^ial on his left, and the Mar^hal-in-waiting on his right.

An.id all the outhur>t of entliu>iaMii at hi.- i)resenee not a

'Miiure of his face ajiiu-ared to alter.

-Oh: yes. At Wagram, in the thick of the firing, on the

t-,!,i of "Borodino, among the dead, always as cool as a

,
;;. limber he is !" s-:d the grenadier, in answer to the (piostions

V. -'i which the voung girl i)lied him. For a moment Julie

.
, ali-orhed in the cnntemplatinn of that face, so q'ii<;t^ >" tlio

itv of conscious power. 'l"he i-]mperor noti

' :.Milloiiest, and leaned to makt

i'.rnc, which drew a smile from the (;rand Mar.-hal. Then

review began.

It hitherto the young ladv's attention had been divided

ween Napoleon's imjtas^ive face and the blue, red, and

,'•' n ranks of troops, from this time iovih she wa.- wholly

.au-iu upon a young otlicer aiovmg among the lines as they

ced Mile, (it!

ome brief r(>mark to

L
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jicr formed tli(ir >uif( syiiiini'tric;il rvoliitinns. She wiili h.

d

liim irfillop with tireless iutivity to nrnl fmm the rrroiip whv
the plainly drc-cd Xapolcon >linii.' (•inspieiioiis. The ofliorr

rode a splendid hlaek liorse. Tlis liandsoiiie sky-hluc uniform
marked liirii out amid Uie varie^^rali'd iiiidtitnde as one of \hy

Emperor's urdirlv i-tafT-olTicers. His L'old laeo flittered in tlif

siinsliine wliieli limited up tlie ai^'rette on liis tall, narn.u
shako, so that the ^a^^er niifrht have compared him to a will-

o'-the-wi-p, or to a visible spirit emanatinir from the Km-
peror to infuse movement into those battalions whose swaviriL'

bayonets flashed into flames: for. at a mer(> (rhinee from hi>

eyes, they broke and ^'athered a.L'ain. snruinj; to and fro liko

the waves in a bay, or airain swept before him like the Ion.'

ridires of hi;:h-ere-ted wave which tbt vexed Ocean direct:^

against the shore.

When Ihe man(euvres were over the .)|1ieer <ralloped back
at full speed, pulled up hi- hor-e. and awaited orders. He
was not ten jiaces from dulie a- he stn.nl befop' the Kmperor.
much as (ieneral Rapp stands in (b'rard's linl/l,' <,f Ausfrrlitz.

The young girl could behold her iover in all his soldierlv

splendor.

Colonel Victor d'Aiglemont. barely tliirty y(>ars of aire, was
tall, slender, and well made. His well-proportioned fiL^irn

never showed to better advanta.ire than now as ho ex.-rted his

strength to hold in the restive animal, who-e back seemed !•>

curve gracefully to the ridei^'s weitrht. His brown maseuliiic

face possessed the indefinable ciiarm of perl'eetlv regular

features combined with youth. The fiery eyes under the broad
forehead, shaded by thiek eyebrows and long lashes, looked

like white ovals bord.Ted by an outline of black. His nose

had the delicate curve of an (M.de's beak; tlie sinuous lines of

the inevitable black moustache enhanced the crimson of the

lips. The brown and tawny -hadis which overspread the

wide high-eolonH] c-heeks tobl a tale of unusual vigor, and his

whole face bore tlx' iinpn-s of dashing courage. He was the

very model which j-'rei-.cb artists s^ok to-day for the typical

hero of Imperial 'ranee. Tlie horse which he rode was covered
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ujfh s-.vofit, the anininrs (|iii>frin;: hi'iid denoted the lapfde.u'rof

,

:' iv-ii\.nes> : his hind hoof- were t^et down wide apart and

,M;!lv III a line, he sliook iiis lonir thick tail to the wind; in

!,N !iiir!itv to his master lie seenieil to he a visible presentment

,,: 'Ii.ii master*- devotion tf> the Mnijiemr.

.Inlie -aw li( r lover watchiuu' intently fnr the Kmperor's

::l;in'-i'-. and felt a nionientary jiaiii: of jealousy, for as yot ho

„i,i not ^'iven her a look. Suddenly at a word from his

-.wieirrn Victor frripped his horse's flanks and ?ot out at a

L-.i'li'p. hilt the animal took fri.Lrlit at a shadow cast l>y a post,

-i;
' d. hacked, and reared up >o suddenly that his rider was ;\U

•

i' jhruwn otf. .Julie cried out. her face isnw white, peopl(>

!nnkcd at her curiously, hut she saw no one. her eyes were fixed

i;;i. n the too mettlesome hea-t. The olhcer jiave th<> horso

li -L;i![i admonitory cut with the whip, and gallop.od otT with

N':'iMiIeon"s order.

.Iiilic was so ahxirhed. so dizzy with siirht.s and sounds, that

iiiiroii-ciouslv she cum;.' to her father's arm so tip-htly that he

rniild read her thon,i.dits hy the varyin;i pressure of her finfiers.

Wlhii \'ictor was all hut thniLr out of the saddle, she clutched

h. ;• I'ailier with a convulsive grip as if she herself were in

'I itr.vr of fallir.sr. and the old man looked at his daughter's

!• li-tale face with dark and painful anxiety. I'ity. jealousy,

• 'I- iliiTiU' even of regret stole across every drawn and wrin-

:;>d line of mouth and brow. When he saw the tmwonted

: jilt in .hilie's eyes, when that cry broke from lier, wiien the

;!-i\(' gra.-p (d' her lingers drew away the veil and put

!'! in ]ios.-ession of her secret, then with that revelation

, r love there came surely some swift revelation of the

•r. Mournful foreboding.- could be n>ad in his own face.

.lalif's soul M'emcd at that moment to have passed into the

:;:<. r',- i>eiIlu^ -\ torturiiii: thought more cruel than any

ipvious dread coiitracti'd tlie old man's paiiiworn features.

i- lie -aw the glance of understanding that passed between

•:;. .-(.Idicr and Julie. T!ie girl's eyes w-r.- wet, her cheeks

_:-v,ed with unwonted color, llcr fatinT turned abruptly and

d her awav into the (iarden if ihi' Tuilerica.
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"Why, fntlitr."' -hf cried. •tlnTc jirc stil! t!i<> rejrinient? in

tlic I'lacc (111 ('.'irriiiix'l to lie [iii.-r-cd in review."

''N'n. child, .-ill llic ln")p~ iii'i' man liiii^' out."

"I think ynii arc niiMak'H. father; M. d'.Viglcmont sun'Iv

told th( III to advaiire "

"Rut I feci ill. my child, and I do not care to stay."

Julie cdiild nadily hdii ac th(> word- when she jrlaiiecd

nt h\< face; he liiekiil (|iiite U(ini out hy In- fatherly an.xietie-;.

".\re Villi I'lelini: \cry ill?'" >lie a.-kcd imlitrercntly, Ii'T

mind was >o full of nther ih"U;,'hts.

"Every ilay i- a reprieve fnr me, is it not?" returned her

father.

"Xou ilo you mean t" make me mi-erahle aL'ain hy talking

ahoiit your death? I \\a.- in -iich -pints I Do pray get rid

of tliose hnrrid u'loomy idi'as id' vniir-.""

The father heaved a -iLdi. ".Mi! -poiled child." ho eri'-il,

"the he^t hearts an- -nmctinies \crv cruel. We ilevote mr
whole lives to you. y.,11 are our one ihniiu'it. we plan for your

w*'lfare, -acridee dur ta-tcs to your wluins, idolize you, j,'ivp

the very hlood in oiir vein.- fur yoii, ami all ihis is nothiniz.

is it ? .Mas I yes, you take it all a> a matter of course. If wo

would always have your >mil - and yo ir disdainful love, we

should nt'cd the power of (iod m luavi '.. Then conies another.

a lover, a hu.-band. and steals away your heart."

Julie lookcil in aniazemeiil at Iht fatlu'r: he walked slowly

alcng, and lluu-e was no li;-dit iii the eyes which he turned upon

her.

"You hide yourself even from us," he continued, "bu*, per-

haps, also you hide yourself from yourself
"

"What do you mean hy that, father?"

"T think that ymi have secrets from me, Julie.—Von love,"

he went on ([uickly. as he saw the color risi' to her face. "Oh I

I hoped that you v. nuld >tay with ynur old father until he

died. I hoped to keep you with me. still radiant and happy.

to admire you as you were hut so lately. So long as I knew

nothing of your future T could helicvc in a hai>py lot for you;

but now I cannot possibly take away with nie a hope of happi-

ii
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n.- for vnur liff, for you lovo tlic rolnnol oven nioro than

f(,c ( .in-in. I ciin no lonp'r ilouUt it."

'\n(l whv should I l)c fnihiddni to love hiin?" a-kod Julie,

with li\('lv curiosity in her fiicc

'•Ah. inv Julio, you would not under-tand mo." sif,'hod tho

fatli'T.

• T-ll ntc. all tho samo." said Julio, with an involuntary

; '
' :!:int irrsturo.

•\,rv well, ohild. listen to nic Cirls aro apt to iina^'ino

nnhlr and onohantin^' and totally iinairiiuiry fitruros in thoir

own minds; thoy havo fanoiful oxtravapuit ideas about men.

;i!! i
-rntinient/and life; ;ind then they innooentlv en<low

Hoiiu i'ody or other with all tho porfeotionsof thoir day-dreams,

lii'l juit their tru>l in him. 'i'hey fall in love with this inui;,'-

ii-,ir\ creature in tho man of their choice; and then, when it

i- li.o late to escape from their fate, heboid their first

iiirl. the illusion made fair with their fancies, turns to an

oi:..ii^ skeleton. Jidio, I would rather liav you fall in love

v:ihan old man than with tlio Colonel. Ah! if you could but

M" ! hint's from tho standpoint of ten years hence, you would

a.i: lit than my old experience was ridit. I know what Victor

i.-. that p'icty of his is simply animal spirits—the piioty of

!!ir l.arracks. Ho has no ability, and !u' is a spendthrift. He is

on. i,f those men whom Heaven created to oat and di;^'est four

[iH.,!s a (lav. to sleep, to fall in love with the frst woman that

(Minrs to hand, and to fif,dit. Ho doe? not understand life.

i! - kind heart, for he has a kind heart, will perhaps lead him

t' .'ivo his })ur^e to a sulferor or to a comrade; but he is care-

!• -
. he has not tho delicacy of heart which makes u.s slaves to

;: '.wiman's happiness, ho is ignorant, he is soltish. There are

I
!' n\\ of huts "

•Hut. father, he must surely l)o clever, he must have ability,

." it.- would not be a colonel
"

"My dear, Victor will bo a colonel all his life.— I havo

••
1 no one who appears to me to be worthy of you," tho old

f:i"!cr added, with a kind of enthusiasm.

lie j)aused an instant, looked at his daughter, and added,
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"Why. iny poor Julio, ynu nro still too voiiiil'. ton friiirilc. ton

ilcliciito f(ir tlic (;\n'< iitu! imiIk r)f marricil life. DWiiri, mi i^t'-

rcintimK Imvr spcilid liim. just iis your inotlicr iiml F Im ,

ppnil.'d y.ui. Wlmt 1io|m> is tiicn' tli;it yon two could iiLrrn .

witli two iiiiprTioiis wills (li;iinctri(;illy opiio-cd to carli otln t-
Von will hr iithiT til" t\i:int or the \i<tiin. nml citli.T alt,.v^

native means, for a wifr. an e(|iial sum of misfortune, i; r

you are modest and -w.it-nalund. \oii woidd yield frmn tin

first. In siiort," he add'd. in a <iniveriii!,' voiee. "there i- :i

praco of feelin;; in you wltieli would never he valued, .nul

then " ho hroko otF. for tlie tears overeame him.

"Victor will pivo you pain throuL'h all the ;rirlish (|uali-

tioa of your youn,<r nature," he wen^ on. after a [)ause. "I

know what soldiers are, my Julie; I have heen in the aniiv

In a man of that kind, love very seldom pets the hotter of njil

habits, duo partly to the miseries amid which soldiers live

partly to the risk,s they run in a life of adventure."
"Then you moan to cross my inclinations, do vou.

father?" asked Julio, half in earnest, half in jest. "Am
I to marry to plea.-o you and not to please myself?"
"To please mo I" cried her father, with a start of surprise.

"To plea.^e i7it', child? when you will not hear the voice that

ui»l)rai(ls you so tenderly very much longer 1 Hut I have alwavs

hoanl children imj)Uto persona! motives for the sacrifices tliiit

their parents make for them. Marry X'ictor, my Julio ! Some
day you will bitterly deplore Ids ineptitude, his thriftless way?,

his selfishness, his lack of delicacy, his inability to under-

stand love, and countless troubles arising through him. Then,
remember, that here under those trees your old father's pro-

phetic voice sounded in your ears in vain."

He said no more; he had detected a rebellious shake of the

head on his daughter's part. Both made several paces toward-;

the carriage which was waiting for them at the grating. Dur-
ing that interval of silence, the young girl stole a glance at h'T

father's face, and little by little her sullen brow cleared. The
intense jtain visible on his bowed forehead made a lively im-
pression upon her.
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••lather." i-lio licjraii in L'-'iitlc tnimilous tone-. "T pmini-"

f,, -,,\ tin inoro nl»>ut Victor until vou havo ovcrconi'' \"ur

J
riiMiiici'S ii^'Jiiii^^t him."

Tli ,.!(! mnii \ni,kv<\ t\\ h.r in iinui/cnH'nf .
Two toiiru wliidi

};i:,,| h\< cyc^ n\irl''i\vr(l (li.wn In- wilhiTi'.l .hi'cks. IIi'c>>ii1il

','„.,!
-il,,. Jiilir in h\< iinns in llii.t crnudrd phuf. l>iit li.'

p;, .-,.1 h(T hand t^iKhrlv. A \'r\v nnniilcs Inter when they

Li. I taken iheir phier^ in liie eahrh-lrl, all the anxiniis ihnii-.dit

ui'irh liad ^'athered aliont lii- tn-ow had ( nnijdrtcly .h-ap-

,,,,•,,!. .liiFie's pcn^^ive attitii(h' -ave hini far h-s eoneern

ran tlic innncent jny whi.li had hetray.'<l her «eeret diir'ng

till' review.

X.arlv a voar liad pa'^^ed sineo tli«- Kmiiernr's hi^t ro-

\.u In earlv Manli IMl a ealeehe \va< r..llin<_' alon.L' tho

liP-ad froni Anihoi-e t<> 'I'ours. A> tlie carriaiie eainp

<;.' i'Miii heneath tlic <rreen-n)<)fe(i aiMe of walnnt trees hy tho

I
'-t-hnnse .if la i-'ril!ierc. the h.>r.-ec da-h.d for'.vard with Mieii

>;>.•.•.! that in a nimnont they piined the hridu'e Imilt across tho

1;.,. at the point of its eonliiienee with the Loire. There, how-

,v, r, thev eanio to a sudden staml. One of th.' traces had

r .,11 way in conse.pience of th.' fnrious ))aee at wliieh thn

|.n-t-hov. ohcdient to liis .ml. rs. had iir.LM'.l on four horses, tho

!. -t viL'orous ..f ttieir lire.'.l. Clianc.'. therefore, jravc the

f,v,, r.-eentlv awakene.l oecnpant^ of the carria.-e an oppor-

ii'iitv of seein? one .)f the nvwt lovidy hindseapes alonp the

,• hantinir hanks of the Loir.', an.l that at their full leisure.

At a glance the trav.ders eoul.l >.<' t.> th.' riglit the whole

•.^ndin/eourse of the Ci-^.' ni.^anderin.LT like a silver snake

;-MMii-"tli.' meadows, where the <rrass ha.l tak.ii the deep,

i'r:dit" -rwn of early sprin- To the left lay the Loire in all

!•- .dory. A chill ni.trnintr hreez.'. rutllin;,- the surfac' <d th."

"-'.t'lv river had frett.^d the hpM.l sheets of wator far and
... 1 i 1 -1 r 4t.,>

.!ei,nto a network ..f ripples, which cau<:ht tlu' ;rleains of the

„ ^.) that the gr.'cn i^lets here and th.'r.> in its eourse «honc

• penis set in a .L'old necklac'. On th.' oppo^lte hank the

V rich meadows of T.mrain.' stretched away as far as the eye
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cniiM ~o,' (1„. Inu- hills ..f tl||. ( h, r. iIh' .iiil\ limit' tn tlv vi-w,

lii.v on llic l';ir lun-izori. :\ liiiiiiiKnis lini- .i;.'iiiii>f tli.' clear hliv

.-ky. Tniir- ii-<ll'. Irannil l,\ ilic i n ( ^ mi tlir i-hiiiil- ih i

S.'tlin^' (if -[innLf lr;|\i-. -r.'lnnl !.. fi-.. like X'.^nic.. ,,ii( ,,f li,,

x\';itiT». i\ui{ her nlil cat lii'i i r.il tuwcr-^ -'laniiu' in air urr-
lilcndcil u nil ihc pale faiila-Jic clnud -li.ip. - 1:1 ihc >kv.

<<\cr llic --idc nt" the jpricip'. where th.- earriii;/'' luirl . . n:

to a -t.iiiil. the traveler ludks ainiij; J, ||,„, ,,(•
, liiJ^ 'trctcliiii;:

as far as Toiun. Nature in some freaki-li mood must h.i^

rai-ed tlicM' harriers of rm k. niKieriiiiiie,] iiiee<-aiitiv hv th.c

ripplitiL' I-cire at tlieir iVet. fur n iierpetiial wonder fur

spectators. 'I'he villaLrc of \'oiivra\ iie-tie-, a- it were, aiimn;
the cleft-, and cratinn, ,,{ the craL.'^. uhicli heu'in to de-crilio

a hctxl at the Junction i>( the I.mre and Ci^e. A uluile pupu-

lation of vine-dri>,~er-. Ii\c-.. m fa. t, in appailinu'' in«eciiritv iii

hr)!es in their ja;;,Lrci| -idrs I'^r t!ie ulio|e way hetueeii \'oii-

vray and 'I'onrs. In -i.mr' jilaces there are three iier> of dwcH-
in;:s lioliowid out. one ahi»ve the other, m the rock, eai'h row

onnimniueatinL' \uth the .ie\t l.y dizzy -laina-cs cut jikewisi^

in tlie face of tlii> rlilV. A little L'irl m a -hort rrd petticoat

runs out into her j^arden on the roof of another dwejlin;:: vou

fan watch a wreath of hcarili-siiioke curlinu up anions' \\\>'

shoots and trails of i,.. vines, yun are at work in their

almost perpendicular patcli^s of irroimd. an old woman sits

traiKpiilly ~pinnin;r under a hliv-somiiiL' almond tree on a

CTUinlilin.i: ma-> of rock, and -miles down on the dismav of thi'

travelers far l)elo\v her feet. 'I'he cracks in the ;rround troiiiiK'

her as little as the precarious state of the old wall, a pendant

mass of loo-e >tone-. onlv kept in po.-itiou h\' the crooked -teiiis

of its py mantle. 'I'iie -oiiml of cuopers" mallet- rin^s ihrouirii

the -kyey c.nes: for here, wh-re Nature stint.- human industrv

of soil, the soil is e\er\uliere tilled, and eveiwwluTe fertile.

No \ ie\\ alon^' the whole course of the Loire can compare

with the rich landscajje of Touraine. here out-[>read heiieath

the traveler's eye.-. The triple |)icture. thus liarely sketclipd

in outline, is mie of tho-e scei-,es which the imaLnnation en-

graves for ever upon the memory; let a poet fall under its
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iirm, and ho -hall 1.- Imuntcl l.v virions wliu'li >li.ill ro-

!.„'..
, romantic l.iv.-Iincs* <iut r>f ihc vnKm- sulwtunce of

\- liir carriii' . st-ip].. .1 on th.' l-ri.l-c nwr tlio Ciso. wliito

', ,nm<' o(it h.T.' iin.l llniv from amoni: the i>lnn«l' in llif

rr t.. aiM IK'W .Lrracc to th.' prrt'j t vi.-w Tin' r-ul)tlt' -(•nt

,. willou> 1a- iIk' wal. r".- (•<!-.• wa- inin^l»'.l witli tli.' .lamp

:
,- ,,f ilic lv>'/.,' I'luin thr river. 'I'll" munotniio ,- diatit of

.•.;it-!irnl a. 1. 1.(1 a plaiiitivi- ii.-t.' to the -.>uii.l .if l.inl-;'

'
. n a (li..rns uliiih n.'V.T ciuls ; thr .ri.-^ ..f tlif h.iatm.'ii

I ti.iin-.. ..f .li.-tant l.u,-.v lif"'- H''''" wa-; Tourain.-

•- LTlorv, and tlic v.tv li.'i^rht 'f tli" -i.l.ii.L.r of >!)rin^'.

, r, u:i, thooiH' i.ractd'nl .liMriit in Kran.c in tli..^c' troublous

!..,• ii wa- so unlik. I> that a r..rii.L'n army >hould iroiihli.'

,1 that TouraiiK' mi^'ht h.' ^ai<i to defy iiiva.-ion.

\ ,^11 a- thf .aUV'lio stopp.'.]. a laad c.v.ivd with a fora?-

,!p ua> put out of tho win.low, ami H)on afterwards an im-

M, 1,1 niilitarv :iian ihin;: opM'n tiu- carria;:!' door and ,-pran^'

.v,„ iniu ihcruad to pi<-k a .|uarr.'l with th.' p.>>tili.>n. hut

• -kill with wiiirh ihc 'rotiraiii'viiu ua- n-pairin.:: the trace

,;,,,., ,1 (,,], ,„.'l irAiirhinniitV ..iiianiiiiity. lie went hack

. :iie rarriaire, ;-tretehe<l him-elf to relieve his henumhe.l

ii-eie-, ^awned. looked ahout him, and iinally laid a haiul

ih.' ..rill of 1. v.aii.^ .,,)maii warmly wrapped up in a furred

:'->e.

-Cuine. .lulie," he said hoarsely, "just wake up and take a

ui, at ihis I'Duniry. It is niaj^nifieeiit.""

'

!.. put her head out <d" the window. She wore a traveling'

•
-.il.le fur. Xothin;: coukl he seen of her Init her I'aee,

•M. wh.de of her i..'r>.in was cunpletely conceal. -d hy the

^ uf her fur pelisse. The youn^' girl who tripped to the

- al the Tuilerie.- witli light f.).)tsteps and j.)y and g!ad-

n her heart was scant ly rec.ignizable in Julie dWigle-

Her face, delicate as ever, had lost the roso-col.)r which

L'a\e it so rich a glow. A few straggling locks of hlaek

, -traighteiied out hy the damp night air. enhanced its

.i whiteiiess, ami all its life and sparkle scmed to ho torpid.

k;. ap
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Yet hor oycfi ;?littf'r('(] with prctiTiiatural hritrlitno.ss in spito

of the violet -liiiilnws iiiuKt the lii.-lics njHin her wan checks
Slic Idukcil (Jilt Willi indiirri'Mit !•>(- (iv<T the lirids towar i-

tlio Clicr. at llii' i-laii(l- in tlic ri\ii'. at tlic line of the r; ;.'-

(if \'ouvray slrct'liii!;: aloiiL'" llic l.niiv towards 'I'diii--; 11,1 1,

slic sank liack a- snon a- pns>ili|,' mUh lirr scat in ihr cali'viip.

She ilid nut cafe to ,i,M\(' a LdaiKi' to the mcliant iiii,^ vailrv -if

the CIm'.

^ I's, it i~ wnii(lcrl''ul,"' slic -aid. and nut in the open air I;'"

voi<H> .-Miind.'d Weak and I'aint t<i tl.c !a-t ilci^rn-. I'lvidi'miv

.«li(' had had her way with her father, to h; r inisfortuno.

"Would you not like to live hero, Julie!'"

"^ es ; here or anywhere."" -he an-wered listlessly.

"Do you feel ili
':" a-ked Culnnel d".\i;.dtanont.

"Xo. not at all." she an-ucred with inonientarv eiKircry ; and,

sniiliiiir at her hii-hatid. she added, "I should like to go to

i^leep."

Siiddeidy there c-anie a sound of a horse pilloping towards

them. \'ielor d"Ai,i:leniont <lropped bis wife's hand and

turned to wateli tln' Ihh,] in the mad. Xo >ooner had !i<'

taken his eyes from Julie's ]»alL' face than all the assuiiinl

gaiety died out of it ; it was as if a liirht had heenextingiiished.

She fcdt IK) wish to look at the landstape, no curiosity to see

the horseman who was ga!lo|)ing towaid.-- tlieni at .-ueh a furi-

ous pace, and. (iisconeing her-eli' in her corner, stared out

heforo her at the hindie:ai'ters of the post-horses, lookiiiu'

as hhink as any lireton pea.-ant li>tening to his rcctcur'.s

sermon.

Siiddeidy a young man riding a valualde horse eatiie out

from hehind the clumj) (d' poplars and llowering hriar-roso.

"It is an ]]nglishinan." remarked the Coloncd.

"Lord hless _\ou, yes, (ieneral," said tlu^ post-hov ; "he iv-

loiigs to tlie race of fellows who have a mind to gohkde up

France, they say."

The stranger was one of the foreigners traveling in Franc
at the ti 1110 when Xapolcon detained all F)ritish subjects within

the limits of the l']m])ire. In way of reprisals for the violation
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;. Tnatv of Aiiiicn.'^. rm oiitniLH' of intornationr.l law pcr-

.,,:•.,., m1 hy'tlic Court of St. Jiini''^. Those pri-oiuT?, ooni-

•
, !, ,! to Vuliiiiit tu tlif I-:iinHT.>r"- plriiMirc. woiv not nil

.:'•• -, 'M rcitiaiii in tlio hou-fs wlirrc tliov wore arrrstoil. nor

; ;ii, p'r(><-- of rcsidonco wliioli at fir-t thoy won- pennittoil

i>. ..-,,.. M.i-i of tho I-;nL'ii>h (nlmiy in 'I'miraiii" liad Uvn

.!.;r.;n] till iior from dilforont placos wlioro tlioir prc-onci'

,. -.ij.;!' '•<] to \n> inimical to tho intorosts of tho ("ontinontal

T: , yoim.ir man, who was takin<r tho teilium of tho oarly

• irmiiu' hours on horsohack, was ono of those victims of

'. r,:!!icratic tvranny. Two years previously, a siuUlen order

•
n, the Forei-ii (Mllce had dra-L'ed him from Moiitpollier,

^ iihiThohad ironeon accoimt of consiimi)tivetendencies. lie

.- ,.!ir, ,1 ill the Comte d'Ai-l(>mont, saw that he was a military

: ,:!i. and doliiMTately looked away. turnin.LT his head sonie-

.•:;ii ahnijitlv tciwards the meadows by the Cise.

••'i'he I'jiiiiish are all as in>olont as if the .alolte holon.L'ed

:.. liem." muttered the ('(,lonel. 'T.nekily, Soult will jxive

ij.'iii a tlirashinL' directly."

The prisoner iravo a irlance to the caleche as he rode by.

!;• .f thonixh that .trlanee was. he had yet time to notice the

^
'

expre-^sion wliieh lent an indefinalile charm to tlie Count-

er- pensive face. Many men are dei ply moved by the mere

- "iliiance of sulTerin;: in a woman; they take the look of pain

' = a Muni of con-tancy or of love. Julie herr-elf was so nnieh

: -orbed in the contemplation of the opjiosite eusiiion that

- . -aw lU'iihcr tlu' horse nor the rider. The daiiiaired trace

jnwh.le had lieeii (piickly and ^u•on,^ly rt'pairetl: the C'oiini

-: ;.j.ed into hi- place apiin : ami tiie posl-ljoy. doin.L' his best

: iiake up for hist time, drove the carria.ire rapidly alon.i: tiie

".'.aiikment. On they drove under the overlian;.;inLr clitic.

ii tlieir ])ietures(jue vine-dres>ers' huts and >lores of wine

!! .'airing in iheir dark sides, till iii the distance uprose the

IV of the famous Abbey of Marmuutiers, the retreat of 61,

M I'mi : I u

.

Wliat can tiiat diaplianous milord want with us?" ex-
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(l.'iiincil tlic r'dloiirl. riiriii!iir to a--m'c liimsi'lf tlint tlio hi.r.-p-

iii;in who li;i(l f.rll(,\vc(! tlu'in fmni tlw hridp' was the yoiini,'

En.irli^liiiian.

After all. llic -traiiL-'T coiiiii;!!!!'.! no lipracii of L'ood nuin.

ncrs In- ridiii.ir aloni: on llic fu.,i\vay. ami Coloin-l (rAiirjemniii

was fain to !i(> hark in his rorncr after scndiiii.'- a -cowl in tli"

J']n,i:li>hinan*s direction. Hut in -pite of his hostili^ instinet?.

lie could not help noiiein'.' llie heauiy nf the aiiin>al and tJiH

^^racefid horseinan~hi|i of the rid. r. The vonn'j- man"- f;i,c

was of iliat pale. fair-conii.I.'\ioni'd. in~ular tvpe. which i^

almost ,irirli-;h in th.. v,,fiiie.;s ;ind drlji-arv ,,f its color ninl

texture. He was tall. thin, and fair-ha, red. ,\rr<<i;\ with the

exlrenu' and elaliorat.- ii<';!i iie--: < harat-lcri-l ie of a man '.f

fashion in prudi.-h l-ji-land. .\ny one miirht have thouiriit

that hashfulne,v< I'atjier than i.lea.-iire at the >iu!it of the

("ountess liad called up that tlu.-h into his face. Once only
.Tu]i(M'aise(l hereyoaiid lookrd at the -I ran-vr. and then oulv
hecause she was in a iiumner compelli'd to do -.1. f(,r her lui--

hand called upon her to admire the action of the thorotiL'li-

bred. Tt so happeiii'd that their -laiici's clashed: and the -!iv

Knirlishinan, in-ie;H| of ridin.i.^ ahreaM of the carria<,^e, fell

It iiiiul on this, and followed tin in at a distance of a few pac-;.

^ ot the Countess liad siarcely iriven liini a irlance; she ^aw
none of the various perfections, hninan and e(|nine. coin-

niended to her notice, and fell hack a.irain in the carriaL'!'

with a slitrht movement of the eyelids intended to i\\pre>s Ii^t

ac(|uiescence in her hii:-haii(rs view.-. 'I'he Coionrj f,.|l asleep

a^'ain, and hoth hn-haiid am! wife reached Tours withiiiu

another worth Not one of those enchantinir views of ever-

(•lian.i:in,Lr landscape ihroiiLiii which they sped had drawn <.)

much as a ulanct' from .Juli( "s eves.

Mine. dWi.Lrleniont looked now and airain at her -leepiuiT

hushand. While she looked, a -iidden jolt shook sonierhinir

(hiwn upon her knees. It wa- her father's portrait, a miniature
wiiieh she wori' suspended ahout her neck hy a l)laek eord. .\r

the sitrht of it. the tears, till then kept hack, overflowed her

e^'es. but no one. savt' jierhajis the j-jiglishmaii, saw them
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.''i;!. r there for n liricf ninmiiit 1m fun' llicy dried upon her

f.,i!.
ihi'i'l;.-,

r,.lo!i. 1 d'Ai-Ii'iiHiiit Wii- nn hi- \v;i\- to ihr ^^lMlIll. Marsha]

Si';it uii- rcjiclliriLr an Knirli-h inva.-iDn nf B/Mrn; and

,r \;-lrniont. ihf hcai'iT of the I'liiiprrnr's orders to the Mar-

J .i', -fizcd thi' M|ipi)rliuii1_v nf lakii'L;- his wife a- I'ar a- 'Pnur.«

[,. :,a\i' iirr witli an elderly rrlalivc of hi- o. i. far away

n, IK ilii' dan,L;cr^ thrcalcninj: I'aris.

\ . rv -hortlv the earriaire mllcd nvcr the pavcd read of

T !-. over till' hridiir. ah)n,L' the (Iraiidi -nuc. and -toppcsl

:,; !;!-! iud'ore the nhl nian.-ion of tlie ci-dn-niil Manpiise (le

L,-'. nii'rr-I.andnn.

T-c- Manjiiisc i\^- T/i.-toiiu'Tr-Landon. with lu-r wliiic liair,

; i
fai-c. and shrewd sinih', wa- one of tho-c fine old ladies

•.: -till seem to wear the jianiers of the eiLrhteeiith eentnry,

,
,,' allVets caji- of an extinct mode. They are nearly ahvay

>

. --ini: in their niani;ers. a- if the heyday of love still

!i>;_ired on for the-e septua,L''enarian portraits of the aire of

1/iii.- (.)uinze. with the faint jierfunieof /"whr n In ninrfrlinh'

.il'^'-av.- elin.i:in<: almut them. Iiipited raiiier liian jiious. ami

]> - ef hi;:ots than tliev seem, women who can teli a ston- well

.:'! lalk still hetter. their lanLdster comes mop' readily for an

' ;! iiiemnrv than for a new jest—the present intrudes upon

':• in.

W lien an old waitin<r-wonian announced to the Maniuise de

i. -ii'mere-Landon (to ;:ive her tiu- title which she was soon to

; -:iiiie| the arrival of a nephew whom -he had not seen >inee

•• lUlhreak of the war with Spain, the old lady took otf her

~i lacles witli alacrity, shut the dulirii' dr I'tuninini' ("our

i-r favorite work), and recovered sonieihini: like youthful

•;ly. ha-tenin^r (Uit upon ihc lli^dil of stejis to ;ireet the

.;!_; couple there.

\'i!U and niece e.xchanirid a rapj,] idanee of survey.

iiood-niornin^'. dear aunt." cried tin.' Colonel, jrivin;: llu'

am liriniiiiijr a youn^'- lady lu

( Mi,ic 111 p. It my trea-ure in vour
adv a liastv embrace.

under vour wini 1 hav.

I. ' ,nnJ'"c- My Julie is neither jealous nor a coipieite, she is
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as p>od as liii aii,L'<'l. I li' uii! she w il! iint he spoiled here,"

ho ikMi'iI. ^ii(lili-iil\ i!it(Tni|iiiiiL: iiini-clf.

"Stapc'L'raci' I" rctiiriRd liic .Mannii.-c, with a satirliul

glance at her iit'iilicw.

Shi' ilid not wait I'll!' her iiicr-c to apprnarh her, l)nt with a

certain kindly uTaciou.-nc-s went forward hcr.-clf to kiss Julie,

who ~t"nd thcrr lh(iiiuhll'ul!\ . to all appcaiMiicf mure embar-

ra.->fd than curious cdiirci-iiin^ her new relat ion.

"So we ari' to niaki' each other's acipiaintaiicc, are we, inv

love?" the Manjuisc ( (mtiinii'd. "1)0 not Ijc loo mucji ahirim

of ine. I always try not to he an old woman with youn;

peoph."

On the way to the drawinir-room. the Maniuise ordi n^

breakfast for her i:ue,-l~ in provin<ial fashion; l)Ut tlie Cor.iit

checked his auni'.- llow of word- liv -ayinir soberly that In-

could (>nly remain in the h'lu^r while the horse- witc chaniriii;;.

On this till' three hurried into the drawiiiLT-rooin. Th-

Colonel had l)arely tune to tell the story of the political an!

military events which liad compelled him to ask his av.n:

for a -lielter for his yonnir wife. While he talked on witb.-

out interruption, the ohlci- lady locked from her nephew to lu'i

niece, and took the sadness in Julie's wlute face for grief at

the enforced separation. '"Hh I eh I" her looks seemed to say,

"these young tldiigs are m love with each other."

The eraek ui the i)ostilion's whip souikKhI out:-ide in tiif

silent old grass-grown courtyard. \"ictor endn-aced his aunt

once more, and ntshed out.

"(iood-hye, dear," he said, kissing his wife, who had fol-

lowed him down to the carriage.

"Oh I Victor, let me come >till further with you." she

pleaded eoaxingly. "I do not want to leave you
"

"Can you seriou-ly mean it 'i"

"Wry well," said Julie, "since you wish it." The carriage

disappeared.

"So you are very fond of my poor Victor?" said the Mar-

quise, interrogating her niece with one of those sagacious

glaii- es which dowagers give younger women.

I ^ ^-
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th,.

•A!,;-, niiulanicl" said Julie, "imijt one not love a niiiii well

;i.,i,.(il t<i iiiiirrv iiiiii!-""

T!i" words ucn- .-pokm with an artless accent which ro-

V. ,,;,•,! citlier a jiure lu-art or in>rnitahle di'inhs. How could

;, u-inan. who had t)een the friend of l>uclo> .Mid thr Marechal

,!,• Ki-lielieu. refrain from lr_vin<: to rrad thi' riildle of this

,,:,irriaL'e!-' Aunt and niece \v<-e siaiidin- on the stejis. pizing

;,f',r ilic fast vani^hin,!: caleche. 'I'he look in the youn^'

( .ii.iiie"' eyes did not mean love as the Man|ii!~i' understood

• The L^ood lady was a I'rovi^nvale. and her pa^-ions had

::; lively.

•>,, you were captivated hy my piod-for-nothini,' of a

[II jih<'W !'" ^he asked.

Involuntarily Julie shuddered. soinethin.Lr in the experi-

riir, d i-o(iuette"s look and lone seemed to say that Mine. (1<^

I.;-t,,ii!rn-Landon's knowled-e of her hu-haiid's character

,^.^! prrhaps deeper than his wifeV. .Mme. d'Ai.u^KMuont, in

ni-!:iav. took refui,'e in this tran>parent di.-iniulation. ready

t.i iicr hand, the tirst resource o( an artlt-- uidiappiiU'.-s. Mme.

,:,. l.i-tnniere appeared to he sati>tled with didie's answers: i)ut

HI iu-r secret heart she rejoiced to think that here was ;: love

ai'.air on hand to enliven her ^olitudr, for that her nieee had

'!;!• amusin.i: llirtation <m ftiot .-ho wa> fully convinced.

In tlie great drawing-room, hung with tapestry framed in

>;m|)- of gilding, young .Mme. d'Aiglenionl sat hefure a l)lazing

iiiv. iieiund a C'hine.<e screen jiaced to >hut mit tne cold

ilraii'hts from the windows, and her heavy mood -careely

; _!i;ened. Anu)ng the old eightei'tith-century furmture,

uiiiier the old planeled c( ilini:. 11 was not verv i'a>v to 1 )e <rav.

lie voun>

.lie

l'ari>i<'nne tonk a .-ort of pleasure in this en-

e upon a life of eompletr >o!itude and in the .solemn

.\ehanjred a fewcu House. Mie e-il-acr of the old provin

.\..>-d- with the aunt, a stranger, lo whom

letter on her marriage, a

die I lad written a

lid tlien sat as silent as i f si le

!>.•! heen listening to an oiiera. Not until two hours had been

-;• lit in an atmosphere of (juiet hi-litling !a Trappe. did she

ddeii' V awaaken to a seu.-se oi uncou rteoui ijcluoior, and
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the two liulic'-. 'I'lif ilowatrtT notiood, not

n Mmr. d'AifiU'-w^ilidiil -iir|iri>(', the chiiiiL't's tiiai tnoic jian' i

1:1. .Ill: iTiiil'iiilly Ikt liM-lit rn\nr ili.d awav. and her face

^^t. .lulic"- -pirii.- m-r as iho bloom

:. .Siiinciiiiio tlir dowairt'r's >allics i)ro-

)tlv

!„ . .iiui' dead w liit(\

f,.i'. d I'miii litT chcck.-

1 niitliui>t> of iiicrniiR'iit III- jital.- ot hiuuditiT, pnniij)

il. lidW I'Ncr, liv some claiiioriui- ilinii;_dit.

Ml. Li>toimTc liad ''ut'>M'(l hv tlii.-

!:^ .; aV \'i(Ini-':. alisciicf iinr a fatiwr":

1

liiiif tliat it \va>

ath which tlircw

liiw <ivc'r her lutcc s iilc; tmt hiT niind wa- so lull o f

ii.irK Mi-iucioiis. that shi' found it ddlifult to hi} a lini:''r uiion

ival cau^t" (d' the iiii-chicf. I'ns~il)lv truth i- only dis-

ra ,!( l)v chaiico. A dav canic. hnwcMT. at K'H^irtli wlion

aslic( 1 out before her aunt' isti'u: lie(l eves into a coin-

riretfulness of lier iiuirria,:,"' : she reeovered tiie w

its ot eafek 'MrlhoiKl .M me. lie -lolUcTr then

lid

and

;:.;v made up her mind to fathom the depths of this soul,

f r Its exceeding siini)lieity was as inscrutable as dissimula-

NiL'ht was fallin,:,'. The two ladies were sitting by the

\\:ndow which Imiked lait upmi tiie >ireet. and Julie was

i..'4;in!: thouirhtful again, when some one went \<\ on h(jrse-

luTO ffoes one o f vour vietim>." said the Marquise.

Mme. d'Aigleiuoiit looked up; dismay and >urpr ise blended

iuT face.

•lie i s a voung I'jiLdidiman. the Ijon.u'able Arthur Or-

i!:'.l:(

Mir:

1, Lord (irenville's eldest son. His hl^tl)!•y i^ intcresl-

t liini to Montpi'llier in l.~^o-.>; it was
is nhvsiciaii sen

-inp

1 that lu that climate he nughl recover from the lung

kaint which was L'aining ;jround. h' was (Iciame. like

fellow-countrymen, l)y Bonaparte when war broke out.
Ills

it numsler caiui a 1 IW WlUlnlii IlLllllIlL
'!

If \'IUI

i-.::i:li>hraan. bv wav or amusi ns himself, took to study-

iis OW n complaint, which was lii'ved to !)(' ineur-

)V degrees lie ac(|iiirei i a liking for anatomy and

ikv.-ic. and tnok iiuite a craze for that kiml ot tiling, a most

^
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rxtraonlm/irv ta.Mc m a man uf .pialilv. tim.,;:!, tli,. I{,.^.nt
rcrtainly aMiiiH-l hmiH.ir uith cluMni-trv ! In ,-li..rt. M.,n-
-K'lir Arthur maiic aMoni.-hini: pm-r,— ',,

I,,. Mii.li!'<- h,.
'"'•''' '•"' '!" ^Il'"' "11.1,-r ill,. la.'ultV „l MniitlU'llhT- hr
'"ns.,I..(l III. raptiviiv. a.i-1 at tl.r .-aiiV tiim. I, is ciin. \v„
'iH.r.ni.dily .•nn.pl..t. ,|. Tiuy .ay tlial ]„. .j,,.,,, tuv, wl,.,!,.
ycar> Ml a (^.w.-Ih.,!. 1,vi„- m, nv-.,..- an.| th- milk n( a row
'"nu-lii in, in Suiizcrland. Invatlim- a^ ^,.|,|,,ni a^ h.. ,.nnM
•ni'i iirv..r .iH-akinu- a unnl. Snur Ur <anic u, Tnur- li,. I,a,"

''^"'1 M"""'il<'-.,.: I,., i. a~ iinanl a~ a prarn^k : l.ut vm, hav.
•vriamly nia<l.. a cnn.iur.t nf hi,,,. f,,r ,,rn!.al,!v it i"s not on
my ac.nnnt tl.at !„• has rl>U'..u un.Irr tli- win-hav tvvio,. ..svrv
•lay sin.-,, ynii hav,. l„.,.n h.-n..-!!,. ha. <ortainIv fallon in
li'vc with vdu.""

Tliat hi.i nhraM. rn,,.,.,] the Cunnt,-^ lik(« ma-'ic II, .r in-
vnliintary .tart an.l mmjI,. took ii„. .Marini.c hv' .urpri..,. So
hir tnnii slunvin- a si-n ,,f ih,. instinct iv,^ .sitisfadh.n f,.|i !,>

the most strait-la.v,| ,,f w.,m,.n wh,n .h,. Irarns that ^ic ln<
<l.'str.iy,.,l tl„. |„.a,r .,f miml of .,,ni,. mal- victim. tluTc was .

l:ar-l. Iia.ir-anl ..xi-n.s.ion in .Fuli,.-s la,-,.-a look of nM,ulsio„
amount i II ir ahno.t to loathiii"-.

A w,uiian who loves will put the whol,. w,)rl,i un.lcr tli,.

''"> "f l.ovvs empire f,,r the sake ,.f ih,. ,,„c whom she love-
luit such a w,.man can lau-h and jest: and Julie at thi?
niomcnr lonk,.! a> if the mem,u-y n[ some n'c'ntlv escape.]
pern wa. t,io .harp an.l lr,-h n,,i t.> hrin- with i't a (uiick
sensation of pain. Her aunt. I,v this time convince.I thai
.luiie i\n\ not low h,.r n,-phew. was .tup.'tle.l hv the discover-
that she lov,..l !„|„„iy cl.,.. Sl„- shmldere,!' ]o<t a furth,-
(lis.v.very should show her .luli,.V heart ,Iis..n,-liant,Hl l,..t th.^
.•xperience of a day. or fn.rhaps „f ,, „i.i,t. <hould have re-
\vnl..d to a youn-r witV th,. full ,.vte,it .,f Viet,>r-s emptiness

It sh.. has tonn.l him out. ther;- is an end of it
"

thouirM
tl)c dowa-er. -My ucphcw will soon he ma.le t.> feel theln-
(•oiiveniencs of wcdd,.,! life."'

Tlu- Manpii^,. now pr,.p,w,.d to convert .hilie to the r^.-n-
arohieal <lo-tnn,- of ihe times of Louis (.»uinxe; hut a few



A WOMAN OF IIIIItrY

lii;ir> later .-Iw di^iuMTfil. or. mure [iropfrly spriikiiii^,

.'iir-vd. till' iini iinrniniiioii ^tatr ul' atl'anv. and the real i-ausf

of Ih'I- lllr(v'> li.W >{)irit.-.

Iiiiic tiinifd tliiiii.ulit fill nil a sudden, and wnit to Iut rnnm

..iiii'T than ii-iial. When luT n.aid l.d't li'T I'm- llif ui^dil,

.\ . Mdl -at \<\ !le' lire in the vrli.iu \,'Uil ilrpili- nl' a ;^M'fat

rh.iir. an uld-unrld lUfcr of furiiiiure a> vxdl .-iiiird fur s<ir-

;mU a- 'i'^y lia|>|i\ |>r()|i|f. Tear.- lluwcil. I'nilowtd \>y .-ij:lis

iii.; iiir(!ital inn. Al'iei- a wliilc .~!:e drt-w a liltli' taldi' tu her,

-Mi;::iit wriliiiu'- material-, ami 1" L:an \n wriln, 'i'im limir-

V, . lit I'V .-Uil'tlv. .Illlic'.- eniilidi :iiT.- made to tlli' >lli'el ol

; 'p, I'
-. .incil In i(i,-t liii- dear ; cv-'i'v - nli"i( f si-; her dmain-

.!,_'. and at ia.-I >lic .-iiddciily le.r'st into ti ar-. 'I'lic cloeks

uMc .-trikmir twn. li'r lirad. Lirnwn lu'a\_v a- a dyim: wo-

!:.,!;i"-, \va.- hnwcd nvcr Iht iirca-t. W'.ieii >\'i' rai-i'd it. liT

,i!;iit appeared l.id'ore her a- .-udi-eiily a- if >';e liad -tepped

..;ii ..f the iiaeku'riiiiiid (d' tape>try ujion the wall-.

What can ])• the matter wi m ynii. eiiiMr"" a-ked the

M:i;ii;;;.' . -Why an' \.'U sittiii;;- tip >> late? And why. in

ihi- !:r,-t plaee. are ymi eryiii;:- alaie. at ymir a.vre?"

Wnhniit further ceremony she sat down lie.-ide h(>r iiiceo,

i.i r eves the wliile devourin;: the unflni.-hed letter.

"Were veil writing' In your Ira-Iiand?"

I)n 1 know where he i.-'r" returned the Cuunteps.

Her aunt thereujjon took up the sheet ami ]iroeeeded to

; ad it. She had hnmuht her sp'edaelt^s : the (!(! was [.re-

'
' ditated. The innocent writer of the letter allowed her to

! ;ke it without the sliLdite-t remark, it was neither lack of

isei<uisne-s of secret eiiilt wliieh left her thu.-riiitv nor cons

;riiou t enerL'v. Her aim t had iMic in upon her at a crisis.

S',.- was ludpless; riirht or wronir. reticence and cnnfidene

all tlimiTs else, were n latters of inditTerence. Like some

'lie/ maid who has heaped scorn upon her Inver. and fee's

'oiudy and sad when eveninLT comes, that she loni'- for him

hack or for a heart to which she can pour out lier

her aunt to violate the seal which
< ome
rrow. ulie allowed

ir places u]M)n an opi '11 letter, and sat musiiiLr vrhile the

J ] ^n I'piad f\r\ •
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"Mv i..:au L..I ISA. - Win ,|„ w,u ,-,>k ... ofim f„r thr fu|.
niiiirrt nt ,.,> m-i, a pr.-nn-,. ,-,- iw,. voiiiii: aiH Il„.^,M.r|..|^ .,1

Kirl> .ouM niakr:- V.mi >ay li.ai ;,,„i of,,,, a-k vourM.|f ul,'
I have K|\,.,, iinaii>urr tn w,iin,u.'>l i-.n. f,,!- tli,.,M. .-i\ iii,,|iii,.
If iii.v m1,.,u,. tuhi y,n iiMilnii". jMTiiaiw vn,, will uiuI.tm .,'w
til!' rca.-nii> I'lir ii t "-(lav. a- WMi iva.i tlir M',rrl> uiiidi
"'"'"t '" l"'"'i.v. I ^hnul.l liav.. l,iM-ir,l ihrin r,,r ,V,T ,„ ,-v
-IcptlK ol i„v l„,,rl il' u„i ha.i iiMi annuinir,.,! v.u.r own ,•,-

pn.M.lun- niarnap.. V,,,, aiv al,n„t ,„ 1„. „iarn,.l. |.o,n-a
I 111' tlinu-ht Miakrs ni,. -Inv,.r. |',H,r Iitllr nu.'. niarrv v.- m
a f«'\v inunthV tiinr ..,„. ..f ,^„, i,,,.,,,,,, j,,,,,^,^ ,,|- ,.,:.;^;,j [^^^^

'"' ''" r''«"n''-tinn ,,r a -rif uhuh ,,-.1 to I,,., ,,f' th,. ,«•„
voun- -iris uhu sit ..nc ,.\, 11111- imhI,'!- .,n<. of tk.r lallc^t .mk-
frees 01, the liill>hle at Krou. 11. aii.l i.,nke,l al-.n- tl„. fair ^;,!-

'-•^' '" •"" '''' '" '!" li,-''t -r l':e Min.-et. whieh eau-rht ,;, „,
Its -low. \\,. sit .„, a -lal. n( n„k in e,->ta-v. which s,l., • .'

"
""» 1:"" nielaiieliuly nf the .^rcnih-t. V„„ «,,,-, the lir-i t„

'hsenver that the far-nlV ..„n ~puke i„ „,. „f th.. future ij.u
in<l"i>itive iiii'l how .illy ^u' wnv ! Do voii reiiienilMT all ll,..

|il)suril tliin;^s vv s.i.i and .1h1? We ..,„hra(e,l ^a.^h oiIht-
like lov.Ts. sii.l v.v. W,. silniinlv i.roiniM'd that the '^r--

l-ride shouhl faithfully reval t,, th- oilvr the niv<terie. nf
marna-e. the

.,
ys wlnVh oiir ehiMi-h luind- inia-ine,l m 1,..

so ,l,.],rious That ..vennii: will eumph.t,. v..ur .irs,,.;i-.

Louisi. In lliose .lays y.,u w.'^v voun- an.l 'l„.aiitifiil ana
careless, if n„t ra.liaiilly liappv: a iVw ,lavs ..f ui-AWr. , ,i

you will he. what I am aln^-uly-^-nnlv. wr..t<.he,i. and ..id

.Nee.l 1 tell you how ppMid I was iiid how vain and -la.l t,,

'« married to C.lon.d Vii-.M,. .r.\i:.rl,,„„„„ y .y,„, i„,,„i,„
how could 1 t.'ll y..u n.,w:- f.,r I caiiimt reineniher that n\.\

self. .\ few ni.-;nunn turned my -irlh..o.l t,, a dream. \i'

throu,trh th.' nieniorahl.' day which e.m<ecrat.'<l a cliain. r,'
extent of whieh wa< hidden fnun m.'. mv hehavior was n..f

free from reproach. Onee and a-ain mv father trie.! to n-pn-^
tny spirits: the joy which I show,..] so plainlv was tliousrht im-
befittin-r the occa.sion, my talk scarcelv innocent, simnlv !,.-
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(,1^-.• I wiis s<f> innniciit. I pliivfil cinllos cliiltrs iri'ks witli

111', iiinhil vril. iiiv urciitii, my ;_'ii\mi. I,(I'1 aluiic that iiifrlit

iri tlic riinii: vvliithi'i- 1 liad Im. n cnniliu-ti'il in -talf. 1 |ihmiic(l

.1 [wTc of iiiixliii'r \i> li'ii-i- N'ifliir. Wliili' I auaitt'd liis

(iitniiiL'. IIIV ln'arl lifal wildly, a> it used tn do when I was a

i.'iih! -Ir.ihii;: intn the drawiiijr-roniii uii thf la-t day nf ihr old

\. ,.r u, ralch a -.'liiiiiisc ot' the \cu \'car'- '^\U- piled up lliere

ill li.,ip-. When my hii.-bnnd eame in and looked for me. tny

-rii-!liettd lan^rliter rinuMii.iT out from bemsith the lace in

wi,:cii i had shrouded niy-elf, wa> the la.-t outhurst of the

i.'i.ieu^ merriment winch hrijiiiteiied our j^'ames in chihl-

W 'len the dowager had finislicd reading tho letter, and after

- :. ii a beginning the rest must have lieeii sad indeed, slie

-i"\\\\ laid her spectacles on IJie table, put the letter down

li.-ile thein. and looke(l fixedly at her niet'c. Age had not

li'iiiiind the tire in tiiose green eyes as yet.

"Mv little girl." she said, "a married woman cannot write

-;. '! ,1 letter as this to a young unmarried woman; it is

H( irei'ly proper
"

•"-^u 1 was thinking.'" dulie bn>ke in upon her aunt. "I

! ' ,i-hameil of myself while you were reailing it."

'if a dish at table is not to our ta-Ie. there is no occasion

• • lii-LHist otiiers with it. child."' the old lady continued

I" ; _'idy. "especially when marriage lias seemed to us all,

fr-iii V.w downwards, so e.veelleiit an in^^titution. . . .

'I'l.i have no mother?""

The Countess trembled, then she raised lier face meekly,

iii:'\ -aid:

"i have missed my mother many times already during the

;
' year: but I have myself to blame. 1 would not listen

t' iny father. He was opposed to my marriage; he dis-

i!|i!()ve(l of Victor as a .son-in-law."

•She looked at her aunt. The old face was lighted up with

1: kindly look, and a thrill of joy dried Julie's tears. She

l.-id out her young, soft hand to the old .Manjuise, who seemed
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to ask for it. .uk! tln' iiiKlri-iiiiiiliiiL' liiluriii the two wuriirii

wiis ((iiii|il<l''ii liy till' r|n-c i,'r;i-|i iif llii'ip rni;:i'rs.

"I'oor ni|ilt:ill (llllil I"

'I'lii- U(ii(l- laim- liki- ii (Irial il;i-li nf ciiliL'htfniiU'nt t-i

tliilii'. It -rrimil III In T tliiit .-he Im'.iiiI Iht ralliir's prophfiic

voicf iiiraiii.

"ViMir hiiiiil- ill'' hiirniiiir ! .\rr tlicv .ihvavs liki' this?"

Il'^knl the .MMP|\li-r.

"Tlu' f('\(T only l«'fl luc seven or eii^lil days ii<;o."

"Vou liJid a t'i\ir upon ynu. and .-aid not him; ahoiit it to

ine
!""

"I have had it for a yiar." -aid .fiilie. with a kind of timid

anxiety.

"My ^'o<id huh' an'i<'l, thm your niarrietl life hitlierto ha-;

heen one hint; time id' .-iilferini; ?"

Julie did iidt \rnture to re[dy. hut an ailiniiativi- sign re-

veah'd the whdle truth.

'Then you are unhappy ?"

"Oh! no. III", aiiiii. \'ietor loves me, he almost idolize?

me, and I ad(;re hiin. he is so kind."

"Ves, you Iom' him : hut yuii a\oid him. do vou not ?"

"Ve.'^ . . . .>;onielimes. . . . lie seeks me to)

often."'

"And often when you are alone you are trouhled with the

fear that he may suddenly hreak in upon your solitude!'"

"Alas I yes, aunt. But, iiidwd, 1 luve him, 1 do assure

you."

"Do you not. in your own thoui;hts, hlanie yourself he-

cause you lind it impossihle to shuri' his jdeasures? Do vou

never think at time- that marriage is a heavier yoke than an

illitit j)assion could he 'r"

"Oh! that is ju.-t it." she wept. "It is all a riddle to me.

and can you fjuess it ail ? .My faculties are heinimhed, i have

no ideas, 1 can scarceiv -.ee at all. I am weiulied down hv

va^ue dread, wliicli freezes me til! I cannot feid, and keeps

me in continual torpor. [ have no voice with which to pity

myself, no words to c\pre-- my trouhle. I sulfer. ;md I am
ashamed to sutler when \ iclor is tiappy at my cost."
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.\i-!i iiuiisciiM-. iiMd niMpi^li. III! '"I" it I" cxclaiiiittl tin'

if hiT iiWIlM i :l s,'il\ -tllllc, ill! al'lir-;:lo\v c.f \\\f j.iV

iiililfiilv liu'Iiti'd lip hiT "itiii'f'ii I'aii'.

!
ill" \iiu Ion laiiiili I" ll\iill Ion laillili: III'' SouIIl;!!' Wnliiall crU'il (It

It \va- |ii-t mv n\\]\ ca-f, tin

:ft!iy. Ami iHiM ihal \ i< Inf

Man|iii-c' rcturiKMl

lia~ ll t'l Mill, Vol! havf

iji(>iiiic II t;iri ai:ain. nii)\( riiii,' a traiujiiillil \ wiilmtit plcasuri

a:"l \Ull!oiit |i;iiti. lia\c \ou iinl

Itlilr .ipi-lli il \\ lijf f\i'~ >i r hru llilrr'llcllt.

art. iiiv an; I. Vnll ailnl-c \'lilor, lio Voll Ilot? But

vllil M'U Wl'Wilil ratlur he a -i-lcr lu liiiii than a ui If, an.l, in

.!'. vuiir tnarriai,'f is riiiplialii'ally iMt a -uci'c?,--
r"

'Will— no. aunt. But why do yon -niilr?"'

oil! \(iu arr right, poor (liildl 'I'Iktc is iioihiiig very

am -iiL' in a 11 this. Voiir riiliirr uiiil l)c liiir witli iiioro

!!i:!ii I'm- nusliaiip if 1 had not takiM 1 \oii iiihhT ni\ iiro-

Iri !iH

!Iir

n. if inv old cxpcritiicc of life had not ^iio-i-d tin' viTV

•nt cau^c of Vdur troiihii'.-. My mplu'W did noi dc-

. r Ins iidoil fortuiif, the liloi-klicad I In the r('iL;n of our

l-lii'|oV('d Louis (^uinzc. a yoiiii','- uifi in \oiir posiium
II iia\c puiii>lit'd her liii^hanil lor iK'havinj. like'.luiiiil \<vy sooi

I r;;!ian. The <<'ltish cnalurcl 'I'lic nicn who serve under

- liiiprnal ivraiil an' all of tin in ignorant hoorr. 'I'hcy

: n," linilalilv for gallantr\ ; tiiry know no more of women

;;...ii iIhv know of lo\e; and iinagine that hceau.-e liny go oul

!.i f,!<r di'atli on tin- niorr-iw, tin-y may di-pi'iise to-day witii

;: ; 1 'in>ideration and ailcniioii- for u-. The time was when

I II. .Ill lould lo\e and d;e [oo at the proper time. My nieee,

I
•'. ili lorm voll. i will jiiil an end to this unhappy lii-

\'. i'.'' m I.' hetween you, a naiuni! thing enough, hut il would

'•:'i in mutual hatred and de?ire for a divorce, always sup-

i"'-mg that vou did riot dii on tlie way to despair.""

•i'llii''.-- amazemiiit eijiialed lar >ui'|)ri>e as >he listened

!o '!cr aunt. Shi' \\a.> r-iirjiri-i d iiy her 'anguage, dimly

ii''..iiiiig rat In r liuiii appreeia;,ng liie wimIoid of llie wordd

.-iif iieard, and \erv miu-li di.-mave'd to lind what this relative,
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out of a proilt e.xpcrieneo, pasx'd jud^iiK.nt upon Victor as

her fatluT had doiK", thou.irh in soinrwhat milder tmn^.
IVrhaps soinf (juici< prrvi.-ioii nf the future cro-ed her uuml:
doubtless, at any rale, she felt tiie Iumvv wei^lit of tlie hiinj.n
which iniist inevital.ly overwl'.eliii lit r. for she hur?t inio

tears, and sjiran;: to ilu' old lady's arms. "Jio my mother."
she sohbed.

Tlie aunt shed no tears. The Revolution liad left .M
hidics of the .Monarchy Init few tears to shed. Love, in l,v-

gone days, and tlie Terror at a hiier time, had fauiiliarimi
them with extremes of joy and ani,'uish in such a sort that,

amid the luTils of life, they preserved their di-rnity and cool-

ness, a capacity for ^inclre but uiuK'nionstrative atfection

which never disturbed their we'ii-bred self-possession, and ;i

dignity of demeanor which a younger generation has doiip

very ill to discard.

The dowager took Julie in lier arms, and kissed her on the

forehead with a tenderness and pity more often found iii

women's ways and tnanner than in their hearts. Then she

eoa.\ed her niece w ith kind, soothing words, assured her of a

happy future, lulled her with promises of love, and put her to

bed as if slie had been not a niece, but a daughter, a much-
loved daughter whose hopes ami . ari's she had nuule her own.
Perhaps the old .Manpiise had fouiul her own ^outh and in-

e.\perience and beauty airain in this nephew's wife. And the

Countess fell asleej), happy to have found a friend, nay. a

mother, to whom she could tell everything freely.

Next morning, when the two women kissed each otlier with

heartfelt kindness, and that look of intelligence which mark.-.

a real advance in friendship, a clo^er intimacy between two
touls. they heard the souiul of horseluxjfs, aiid, turning both

together, saw the young I'inglishnum ride slowly past the

window, after his wont. .\p|)an'ntly he had nuide a certain

study of the life led by the two lonely women, for he never

failed to ride by as they sat at breakfast, and again at dinner
His horse slackened jiaic (jf its own accord, and for the space

of lime required to pass the two windows iu the room, its
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riri. r liirncHl a iiu'liiiuhnly look iipfin tho Countess, who

>,;il. ni (!ci^m(>(l to tako the slij.'litost notice of him. Not so

-!,. \l,in|uis('. Minds not necessarily litt1(> find it dillicnlt

;,. !v-i>t the little c\iriosity wliich fastens upon the most

tr-'ni: event that enlivens jirovineial life; and the l']n<;Iish-

• ^ mute wav of e\])ressin<,' his timid, earnest love tickled

M •:;,•, lie Listomere. For her tlie jx'riodieally recurrent

.:;;.• iiecame a part of the day's routiiK'. hailed daily with

:; V, ji'sts. As the two wonuTi sat down to taiile, hoth of

tl,. I'i looked out at the same moment, 'i'iiis time Julie's eyes

I!-: Arthur's with <iich a i)recision of syinj)athy that the color

->:- [K her face. The ^tranj^er immediiitely ur<,'ed his horse

:!i;" a <:alIo]) and went.

••What is to he done, madaine?" asked Julio. "People

-..• till- Kn-rlishman }io pa.^l the house, and they will take it

f- _Manted that I

"

•^ I.-." interrupted her aunt.

-Wril, tlien, could 1 not toll him to discontinue his

I

' iiicnades?"

•Would not that bo a way of tollinj: him that ho was

iiaii-rrous? You mifrht ])ut tliat notion into his head. And

iH-id's, can you prevent a man from cominir and j^oing as

I!- j.lca-es? Our meals shall he served in another room to-

!!!-rniw; and when this youn,<r <,'entleman sees us no longer,

tn re will bo an end of nuiking love to you through the

w • iow. There, dear child, that is how a woman of the

'ii.l (loos.

!'. It the measure of Julie's misfortune was to he IIHihI up.

two women had scarcely risen from table wlnii \ ictor's

: : arrived in hot haste from l^ourges with a IittiT for the

nie-s from her husband. The servant had ridden by un-

.iH'nted ways.

\Htor sent his wife news of the downfall of the I''mpiro

'he (apitulalion of Paris, lie himself luul gone over to

r..nirbons. and all I'rance was welcoming iheni back with

;-ports of enthusiasm, lie could not go so far as Tours,

,i lie begged her to come at once lo join him at Orleans,
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where }ie hoped id he in rcjidiiic" with pas>i)orts for hiT. II;.

servant. :m olil xildin-, U(uihl he iier escort as far as Orleau.-:

he (\'i(loi') helieved iliat the road ua> still npeii.

"You have not a inoinmt lo lose, niadaiiie." said the man.

"The Prnssiaiis. Anstriaiis and luiuli-h are ahout to etroc;

a junction either at iUois or at Orleans.
"

A feu- hours lali'r. .'ulieV preparations were made, and -'

started out upon her journey in an old traveling earria;,n. j,,ii;

hy her aunt.

"Why should yon not come with us to Paris?" slie a.-kcd.

as she put her arms ahout the .Manpiise. "Xow thai thr

Bourhons liave eonie hack, you would l)e
*'

"Kveii if there had not heen this unlniped-for return. I

should still have jroiie to Paris, my poor child, for mv advic

is only too necessary to i)otii you and Victor. So ] -iiail

make all my ]irepai'aii'ins for rcjoinin;,'- vdu there."

Julie set out. Shi' took her maid with her. and the eld

soldier ;:alloped he>ide the carria;:-e as escort. \t nijrhtfali.

as they chaiiLred iMr.-es for the la.-t -lauc Ind'ore Hlois. .Iu!i«'

grow uneasy. All the way fr(»m Amhoi.-e she had heard :
•

sound (d" wheels hehind them, a carria;.^' followinj: her.- htvl

kejit at the same distance. She stood on the step and lonkid

out to see who her traNfliiii: companions mii^ht he. and in t!i''

moordi,Lrht saw .\rth"r standin_ir three paces awav. Lra, iiiL'

fl.xedly at the chaise which contained her. A^rain their eve-

met. The Countess lia-lily ilun;: licr>elf hack in her -eai.

hut a feeling of dread set her pulses throhhiiiir. It seemed tu

her, as to most innocent and ine.Nperieiiced ycnmg wives, tin;

she was herself to hlame for this love which she had all unwit-

tingly inspired. With this thought came an instinctive tiTrer,

jK'rhaps a sense o/ iicr own hclples>ues^ Ixd'ore aggre,--;'.

audacity. One of a man's strongest wea]>ons is the leri.e'.

])ower id' comjH'lling a woman to thiidv of him when !
;

iialurally lively iie.a-inaiion takes alarm or oll'eiue at thi'

tiiought that slie is followed.

Tlu' (,'ountess hcthought herself of her aunt's advice, and

made up her mind that slie would nut stir from her (dae-
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>!r- took her imii'l Willi in-r. au'i [\i<- "i'i -.Mn r ua!'...)., .1 1...-:^!. tin.-

( arria«o
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.luriTi? tlio rc>t of tlii' journey : l)ut every time llie hor^os were

,'l,,.,,ve.l ^lle heard the Kn.Lrlish'iian pneiii- muii.l the two

,;n-,'i'r,.~. an<l ai:ain upon the r-.n.l heanl the importunate

.,',;, .l". ft he wheels of lii> ealeehr, Julie ^oon he,<:an to think

,h,,!. when onee rennite.l to lier hiHl>nnil. Victor wouhl know

h,,u- lo (h'fend h.'r a-ain-t ihi^ simmhir per-^ei'ution.

••Y..t suppose that in >pite of eMTvihin,-. tliis younL' man

,1,, - not h)ve me?" This was the thoiiirlit tliat came hist of

\,, .noner (lid she reaeh Orh-ans tlian the Pni-ians stopped

ti.,. ,hai>e. It was wlieeled into an inn-yard and put un(i(>r a

.n'. ,ni of ^ohliers. Kesistanee wa- out of the .,uestion. The

fnv. i-n .-ohliers made thi' three travehTS understand hv sifzns

t!;;,i~they were oh(-vin- order?, and that no one couhl be

:,!',. v.-ed "to leave the carriage. For alxmt two hours liu>

ci nie.s <at in tears, a prisoner surrounded hy the jruard, who

..n/>ke(h lau^die.h and occasionally stared at her with insolent

Kuio.ity. At last, however, she saw her eajilors fall away

frnm the carriage with a sort of respect, and heard at the

-;m,e time the sound of horses enterin.u^ the yard. Au.<ther

Moment, and a little group of foreign ollicers. with an

Au-trian general at iheir head, gathered al)out the door ot the

tn.'. cling carriage.

-Madame;' said tlie Cenera!. "pray aec;>i.t our apologies.

\ :ni-take has been mad<'. Von may continue your journey

without fear: and ii.re is a pa><j.orl which will spare yor all

further annovance td' anv kind.
'

Tremhlin-' the Countess took the pa]>er. and faltered out

.,..,„ vacnie words of thanks. She saw Arthur, now wcarin;:

:;T> KnHish nniform. standi m' beside the (ieneral. and could

r t (b.uht that this prompt ,U'liv.'rance wa~ due to hnn. I he

.„M,n.' Kn-lisliman himself looked half glad, half melancholy;

!>.. face wa. turned away, and he only dared to steal an o(-

i;i-ioi:nl ulance at .lulie's fact'.
, i ,, •

^riuink-^ to the passport. Mme. dWiglemont reached 1
aris

;;l,nut furtluT misadventure, and there she found her hus-

1 :ud. N'ictor d'Aiglemont, released from his oath oi aUegiance

iiS
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to tlio Emp<M-nr. Iiiid iikM with ji niMst flattfrinir roooption fn...

tlu' Cnnitc il'Arldis. rcimtly appuintcil Liciitcnant-Cifiicral cf

the kin,<;(l(nii In his hrothc;- Louis XN'III. I)'.\i<,'l('iiiniit p-
c'civcd a (•niiiiiii--i(in in tli.' LilV' (iiiar<!.~, equivalent tr) ih,.

rank of Lrenerah I'.iit aniiil llie rejoicing's over the return .if

• the Hoiirlions. fate dealt poor .Inlie a terrilile blow. 'l'!i,.

doatli (if the Marquise de Li^toniere-I.andon was an irrepa-

rable loss. Tlic old hidy died of joy and of an accession »f

^'out to the heart when the Due dWn-cudeiue came hack to

Tours, and tlie one ii\in;: heiiiL: entiih'd hv her aire to m-
li^diten Victor, the woman who, hy discreet coun-els. iniiriit

liave hrou,i:Iit about perfect unanimity of hu-liand and wif.>.

was dead: and .hilie feh the full extent of her loss. Ileiire.

forward she must stand alone between herself and her liii-

band. I?nt she was yoiniii find timid; th<Te could be no

doubt of the result, or that from the fir-t sh.e wcmld elect to

bear her lot in silence. 'I'lie very perfection of her character
forbade her to venture to swerve from her duties, or to at-

tempt to in(piire into the cau.-eof her suirerin;.^-, for to j)ut an
end to them w(Mild luive been to venture on delicate frrouml.
and Julie's irirlish modesty shrank from the thoujiht.
A word as to M. d'Aiglemont\s destinies under the Restora-

tion.

How many men are there whose utter incai>acitv is a secret

kept fnun most of their aci|uaintam-e. For such as the-e

high rank, high ollice, illustrious birth, a certain veneer of

politeness, and conjiderable reserve of manner, or the yrv^ti'jr

of great fortunes, are but so nuiny sentinels to turn back
crities who would jieiictrate to the presence of the real man.
Such men are like kings, in that their real ligure. character,

and life can never be known nor justly appreciated, becau-
they are always seen from too near or too far. Factitioii-

nierit has a way id' a.skin.ir (pie.-tioiis and .-aying little; aii-i

understand.- the art of putting others forward to save the

necessity of posing before them; then, with a happy knack ..;

its own, it draws and attaches others by the thread of t!ie

ruling ])assi(»n or self-interest, keeping men of far great' ;

f.3m
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til jli.s in pliiv like pupin't.-;, iiiid (Icspisiiij: tliosc whom it has

;-lit down to its own level, '["iif petty li.\e<l idea naturally

alls; it has the advaiUa;,'e of persistenee over the plastic-

<:reat thoiijrhts.

lie ol).-c-crver who should seek t< -tiniate and appraise tho

.:i!ive valu(>s of the^e empty heads needs suhtlety ratlier

ill -u|)erior wit for the ta.-k: patience is a more- necessary

)f his j
udicial ontfil tlian irreat mental irrasp, ciinninj:^

.1 tact rather than aiiv elevation or j.'realness ot ideas Yet

as >uch usurpers can cover and de •iid their w( ak

!-. it is dillicult to delude wife and mother aiul children

tiie house-frien.l (d' the family; fortunately for them,

\iT. these persons almo>t always kt

mm r touclies the honor of all, and not unfrequentlv <ro so

a secret wtiich in

';ir a- to help to foist the impo-ture u|)on the
]

• ulilic,

ik- li all douKstic conspiracv. manv a noodie p;

And
ISSCS

nt for a man of ahiiitv, on the other hand nuiny anothor

lias re al ahiiitv is taken for a noodle to redress the hal-

. am
'U in

1 the total averaire o th kini Ise coin in circu-

the state is a j)retty constant (piantity.

llethink yourself now of the part to he playeil hy a clever

. man quick to think and feel, mated with a luishand of this

lid. and can you not i-ee a vision of lives full oT sorrow and

!i--acrilice? Xothing upon earth can re])ay such hearts

)f love and tender tact. J'ut a .-tronu'-willed womantill

wretched situation, and he wil f.orce a wav ou t of it

liersc If bv a crime like Catherine II.. whom men never-

;i
' e.-,S Style "tlie (ireat." 15ut these women are not all seated

n thrones, they are for the nm-t part doomed to domestic

iiippine-s none tlie le.-s terrihle heeause oh-cure.

,-iio seek consolation in tins |)re.-ent w(U-ld for theirlose w
if ti lev remainoften effect nothing: hut a chanjre of il

fill to their duties; or tln'V commit a sm it tliey oreaKf th

aws for their pleasui

to Julie'

'('. All tlle^e re fleet ions are ap-

.iiiie donuv^tic life

)re the fall of Xa|)oleon nohody was
j
ealoiis o f d'Aide-

11. He was one colonel among many, an etlicient orderly

4-
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staff-olliccT. a- ^^(umI II iiiiiii a> voii ((nild liiid fi)r a (lan;:('rt)i'?

mission. a> until a> well ((uilil he I'nr an iiupurtaiit coruniand.

D'Ai^zlt'inoiit was lookcii u|inii as a ila-liin;.' soliliiT such a-

the Kinpcnir lik('(|. the kind of man wlioin his mess usually

calls "a ;jn(H| iVllou." 'I'hf ilt-loial loii ^avc him hack lii>

title of Manjuis, and did not llnd liiin uiiirrateful ; he followed

till' I'.uurhon- into c\dc al filicnt. a piece of lo^Mcal lovait.

which fal-illcd the horoscope ilrawii for him liy his late faihcr-

in-l.nv, who predicted that \'ictor wdiild remain a colonel ai!

Iii> life. After the iliindrtd l>ays he received the appoiiu-

meiit of !.ieiitcnant-(ieneral, an<l for the -eeoiid time heeainc

a nian|iii-; hut it was M. d"Aii:'enioiit"s ainhition to he a peer

of l''rani-e. lie adopted, thei'efore, the maxims and the

jiolilics of tlie i'diisi rratritr, c'oukcd him.-cif in di>siinula-

tion whicli hid nothimr (there iiein^ nothin;jj to hide), cul-

tivated ui-avity of eoiuiiciiaiice and tlu' art of askimr (pu>ti(in>

and ^ayin,u' little, and was taken for a man of profound

wisdom. Xothini^ drew him from his intrenchments

behind the forms of pcditeiic-s; he laid in a provisi;)n of

formula-, and made la\i.--li u-e (d' hi.- .-lo( k of the cateh-wunls

coined at need in I'aris to ;:ive fi'ol> tju' .-mall idian^^' for iho

ore of .ureal ideas and I'Veiiis. AmonL'' men of the world he

was ri'puicd a man of taste and di.-eernmeni ; and a- a hi.iroicd

iipiiolder of aristocratic opinions !ie was held up for a noble

character. If hy chani'i' he slipped luiw and auain into in^

old liLrht-heartednc.-s or Icsity. others wcfc ready to discover

an undercurrent of diplomatic intention heiieath his inanity

and silline.-s. "Oh I he only says exactly as much as he means

to say." thoujihl tlicx' cxicUent ])cople.

So d".\i.i:lenioiit"s defects and ;:'ood ijualities stood liim alike

in >:ood stead, lie did noihinji; to forfeit a hi<rh military

reputation gained hy his dashin;; courage, forh'hadneverbecn

a eommander-in-chicf. Great thou<:hts surely were engraven

upo.; thai manly aristocratic countenance, which imposed upon

everv one Imt his own wifi'. And when everyiwdy else lic-

lieved ill llie .Manpiis d"Aiirlcmonl"s ima,Lnnary talents, the

Manjuis persuaded himself before he liad. done thai ho was

m
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,i!i.' nf till' iriH-f rniiiirkiilili- iinii at ( 'nurt. wlicrc, thanks (i> liis

;.iiirlv external iiiialilicat Idii.-, lie was in favor and taken at

:.i- n\\ II \aiiialiuii.

Ai hoiiic. lioucNfi-. M. d'Aiiilfiiiont \\a> ninilc.-t. In-

-;:!ic tivrlv 111' fflt iliat his wiff. yniiiii: thi)ii;:li >h(' was, was his

,>i|i,rinr : and out (if this invdluntarv n'-jicct tlxTc ^tow an

,„ , nil [HiuiT w hich the Maniiii-i' \\a^ (>lili;:cd to wichl in spite

,.; all 1m r ill''irt.- in .-hake nil' the Imiilcii. She hecanie her

le.-iiand'- ad\ i-er, the dirictor >>( hi- actions ami hi- fdrtunes.

Ii v,a- an unnatural pn-iiinn: -he felt it as ><iinelhin.u' of a

iiiiiiiiiiation, a soui'ce i>{ pain to he huried in the depths of her

;ir,irt. l-'roni the tir-t her delicately feminine in-tinet told

I;, r ihai it is a far hctti'r thin.u'' to nhcy a man of talent than

M li ad a fool: and that a younir wife eompelled to act and

ticiik like a man is neitlior man nor woman, but a being who

ia\- a-ide all the charms of her woniaidiood alonir with its

iMi-fortunes, vet aeciuins none of the privileires which our

l.iw- liive to the stmnpr .-ex. l?eneath the surface her life

V. a- a hitter iiiockerv. Was .-he not conijielled to protect her

;.ri'!. iter, to worship a hollow idol, a poor creature who flung

i.ei' the love of a ^eIli^h hushand as the wages of her continual

r. l'--acrifice ; who >av,- nothing in her hut the woman; and

villi either did not thiid< it worth wliile. or (wrong quite

a- deep) did not think at all of trouhlin,ir himself about her

i.j a-ures. of in(piiring into tiic cau.-e of her low >pirits and

(i'.indling health? And the Man|uis. like most men who

(iiafe under a wife's superiority. >aved his self-love by argu-

ii!_ Iioni .hilie"s ])hysical feeldene-- a corn^poiiding lack of

!!;• i:ial power, for which he was pleased to pity her; and he

uuuid cry out upon fate which liad given him a sickly girl

l.'i- a wife. The executioner posed, in fact, as the victim.

.\11 the hurdens of tin.- dreary lot fell upon the Mari|Ui-e.

uho .-till niu.-t -mile upon her fooli-h bird, and (leek a hou-e

'.; muurniug with tlowers. and make a parade of happiness

;!. a counti'iiancc wan with >ecret torture. And with this

^.•n-e of respon-ibilit v I'or the honor (d' both, with ilie mag-

r ;, ejit immolation of self, the young Maniuise unconsciously
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acquired a wifely ditriiity. a cuiiscidnsm'ss of virtue whifh
bocarnc licr .-affLMuird ainiti rnanv (lari;rers.

I'crliaps, if licr ln'iirt were sounded to the verv depths, this

intimate cIomIv hidden wrelchcdiic-s. foHowint: upon }itT un-
thinking' f.Mrli>h fir,-l love, had rou.-ed in her an aljlsorren.e of
passion; jiossiiily she had no conception of its rapture, nor of
forhi(K]en hut frenzied hliss for which some women will rc-

nounie all the laws of prudence and the principles of conduct
upon which society is hased. She f.ut from her like a dream
the thou.Ldit id" hli<s and tender harmony of love pronused liv

Mnie. de Li-tomerc-I.andon's mature experience, and waited
resi<rnedly for the end of her troubles with a hope that she

ndfrht die youn^'.

Her health had declined daily since her return from Tou-
raino; her life seemed to he measured to her in sutFerin^'; vet
her ill-health was irraceful, her malady seemed little'^inore

than lan.LTUor, and mi^lit well he taken hy careless eyes for a

line lady's whim of invalidi,-m.

Her doctors had condcniiied her to keep to the sofa, and
there anion^' her flowt'rs lay the Manjuise, fadinjr as they
faded. She was not strou;: enough to walk, nor to bear the
open air, and only went out in a elo>ed carriage. Yet with
all the nuirvels of modern luxury and invention about
her, she looked more like an indolent ipieen than an in-

valid. A few of her friend.-, half in love per' aps wiih
her sad plight and her fragile look, sure of finding her
at home, and speculating no doubt ujjon her future
restoration to health, would come to bring her the news
of the day, and kepi her informed of the thousand and
one small events which till life in Paris with variety. Iler

melancholy, deep and real though it was, was still the melan-
choly of a woman rich in many uays. The Manpiise d'Aigle-

mont was like a tlower, with a dark insect gnawing at its

root.

Occasionally she went into .-ociety, not to j)lease herseif,

but in obedience to the exigencies of the position which her

hu.-band aspired to take. Jn society her beautiful voice and
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tlir [MTftTtion of luT -iii^iiiLr <ouM nlways piin tlif social

,-; .-, -u <:nilil\iii.i: \n a umni: w.iiiiaii ; Imt wliiit was sDcial

.;:,,•..-- to ll.T. \\Ih> llnw IKithillL' t'l-nlll il fnP luT llcaPt OI* llOP

t,,;,,>' llcr lm-lpaii(l 'lid nm <aiv I'.-r iiiiwic. Ami. mori'-

. .. r. -1h' srldoiii f<'lt at hiT iM-' in -aloiis. wh.Tf Iht IxMiity

:.Mrar|i'(l hdina.i:*' not ulinli\ di^iniriv-tnl, lliT [lo-ition

, \i lied a si»rt nf iTiicl ((Hiiiia.-sioii. a iiioiiiid curio-ity. She

u:i- MiflVriiij: frotii ail iiitlaminalory coinplaiiil iinl infrc-

,, Miilv fatal, for which (air iin-oloL'y a> yet ha- fniiiid no

ii.iiiif. a comiilaint >])okcii of aiiioiii: woiiicii in coiitidt'iitial

whi-iu-rs. In ?pite of tho silence in which her life was spent,

I!,.' laiise of her ill-health wa> no secret. She was still hut a

-iri 111 -^pite of her marria.u'e : th.' sliirhtest ,'lance threw lior

Hi!., (oiifiision. In her endeavor not to hliish. she was always

lau.'liini:. always apparently in lii;.di spirit-: she would never

a.liiiit that she was not perfectly well, and anticipated ipies-

!,..ii- a^ to her health hy ^haiiie-stricken suliterfui^Ms.

Ill hslT, however, an event took place whidi did inueh to

all.\iate Julie's hitherto deplorahle cxi.-teneo. A daughter

u.i- born to her, and she determined to nurse her child her-

^. if. For two years motherhood, its all-absorhing multiplicity

nt .arcs and anxious joys, made life less hard for her. She and

!i. r hushand lived necessarily apart. Her physicians pre-

ilidcd improved health, hut the Marcpiise her.solf put no

faith in these au-ruries based on theory. Terhaps. like many

a uiie for whom life has lost its sweetness, she looked forward

;.! licath as a hai)[)y termination of the drama.

i'.ut with the hejrinnin-r of the year l^sl'.i life <:rew harder

!; in ever. Kvon while she congratulated luT>clf iij)on the

;.r_'aiive happiness whieli she had eontrivcil to win, >he caught

II t.'rrifying glimpse of yawning depths below il. She had

l.:i--ed by degrees out of Iter husband's life. Her fine

Met aiidher prudence told her that misfortune mu.-t come,

:.!id that not singly, of this cooling of an alfeetion already

iik.-warm and wholly seliish. Sure though she was of her

.^'ndency over A'ictor. an<l certain as .-he felt of his unalter-

aiw.' esteem, she dreaded the inllueiiee of unbridled passions

Lj uu a head 60 empty, so fall of rash selt-conceit.

np
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Julie's fritnd- nfh'ii : ,iiii,! h. r nlpM.rlinl in firolotif/i'd run--
iii^'s: tlir !..-> (I.iirvuv.iiil ;iriiniiL' thrill \v.iu!,| ji'-liiii:lv ak
.her whal -lir was tliinlcii!"- aS.Mit. :\-.

1

1'

a yuiui.' uifi. u-..ii!,l

tliink of nntliiti;.' Inn frivulu , a- if tln-ri' wen* not ahi.d-t

iilway- a .|(|(|li .if -( :i,,;i>ni»- iii a iihiIIht's i!ioii::I;i^.

I iihapiHnr>.. iiki.^.fa! h..|i[i;iii--. niuiur- i!r. aiiiiiir. S .m.'-

tilllO ^,- .lullc plaVMl W I'l ill r lifll.' ll.-lrllr. .!i,. \V(Hl!,| j,y-r

ilaridy at in r. l^ix iin.' n- \r\,'v |o |||.. dnIiliJi ,|u,-li(iiH in

^*lii<li ••! inoilii'i- ilcii'. ':!-. i|iir-ii(ininL'' t!i'' in-.-riit ainl i!i'

future a-; to liu ilc-tiiiy of liiis hi ;lr oiic. 'I'iu ii .-om,' .vii.],!, •;

recoil. ctinii umihl liriiiL' !i.i, :. tl.e seen.' iif ill., r.'vjrw at l!i.'

'I'uileri. - and i;'l In r ,w - w iih far-. I l.r f :: li.r's iirophr,!,.

..arnin<;s raii;^' in li.^r earr. ;:.m.1 eon-, .•.•n.v r.'|ir,,acli,.i| !.•!•

that sh.- had li i| r.', ,. jni/.d :i-. wi.-ijum. Ih;- truwM.-; Im 1

ail come .d' h- r . wn wa\ >ar.l !\,1'\. an. I ofi.-i rli.' kii.'u- ii.ii

wliich anion;: >.. many ua- tiie h:ird.'M to h.^ar. 'I'h.' >\veet

treasures of her .-.tui were Miiie. .kd. and nut onlv >o. ^ll.

could never >ueeeed in niakiii-- h''r hud,and under-tan. 1 Inr,

even in the e.ininionot ev-ry.lay thini:-. du-l a- th.' |)o\v. r to

love devfdofie.l ami ,^.e\v slron-- and aetiv.'. a l.-iritiinali'

channel for the alfoetions of her nature uas denied tier, and
wedded love wa- extinuuishe.l in iriMve phy-icaj an. I mental
sutfcrin-rs. Aiid to this that she now f.'li' tor h.r hu.-haiid

that j)ity eloM'ly hordiriin: upun eoiii.'nijit. wliieh withers all

affection at hi>t. Kv.'ii if she ha.l not learned from eon-
vorsation.- wiili .Mime .d' her friends, from exanijdi-i in life.

from sundry oe. urrenee- in the L'i'eat w.u'l.l, that l.ive can
hrin^ in.'if'ahle hii--. her (^wn wounds \v.)uld have taii^dit her I'l

divine the pure and deep hajjpiness which hind> tv.,) kin.lred
soulri each to each.

In the picture which her memory trace.! of the past.

Arthur's frank face ~t.)o.l .lut daily noijier and piuvr; it was
hut a tlnsh. for upon that ncoll.'ction ,-he dared n.it dwell.
The yolimr Knirlishman".- -hy. >ilent l.ive tor li.'r was the one
cve;n since her marriaue which had hd't a lin^.^rimr -weetness
in her darken...] and lonely heart, it may \>r that al! the
blighted hopes, all the frustrated loni:imr.-= u uh i:raduallv
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,.|„ii(l.,i .)iilic'< iimi.l, ^ratlit ri.l, hy a tiol unnatunil trick of

.!:,,i.in;ilinii. iiKoiil \h\~ iiiaii x^lin^' mami-Ts ^'nliinnii-.

,iii,| . ii.ira. t. r -If null to h;i\.' -u iniicli in coriiiiioii willi !irr

.,ull. 'i'ln- lilril Mill IHTM^Iilcil ll-.'ir tn l,rr iiuiid fitfully

.,!,! v;iL;iirl\. iikr ii (I ivjiiii ; Vet t'fniii that <ii.Mtii. uiiifli alway-

, ,,1 111 a ^i-h, .Inlh' awnkf tu .L'"''atfr u [•'tciicdiK-^. tn

!,.:• iMdiM imislif-s of till' liiti'iil aii;:ui-h hroo,lil!^' li.'ilcalli

.
' ina'-'itiaiA iili^-.

1 1, , M^ioiially \\<r M'lf-j.itv took uiMiT ami iiiorr .larini:

I!:.!H>. Stie (.Ktcrriiinod to liavo liappiiifss at any io,-t
;
but

>:,il more oft^ii ^lic lav a lit'lph'- \ntiin of an iinh'-.Tihahlo

::ii!iil)ini: >tii!K>r. tlir word- <lir Inaril had no nuanin'-' ''> 'ht,

r i'm«' thdiiirlu^ whicli arose in hir mind wrrc -o valine and

!!: !.-liii.t that ^lR' could not tiiid lan.L'iiau'c to cxiiri'ss them.

H;,i:,,,.d ,,f the wi-he^ of inT li.art. rralitie- jarnd harshly

u; !! her jrirl'sh drcam^ <d" \A'>\ hut >li.' uas ohli;^'ed to devour

'v t<'ar«. To whom e..nlil -lie make eoinplaiiit ? Of whom

!.• uiider-tood? She po-t-ed, moreover, that hi-ln'.-t deirree

,.f woman's .-enMlive pri.lr, th- e\';iii--ile deli.-aey of f.'elinu'

v,!iuli .-iieiiees usele-s eomplainin^rs aiul declines to use an

:i.haiitai:e to ^niin a iiiwmph whie'u can only luimiiiale Ixith

\ ii lor and vaiuini.-hi d.

Julie tried to iiidow M. ir.\i,-lemont with her own at)ilitios

and \irtu"S, ihitterini: heivrlf that thus she mi-rht enjoy the

!;q.pine.-s laekinjj in Inr lot. All her woman'.> inirenuity

:!'id lait w:,s employed in makiiiL' the he.-t of the situation;

{.lire waste ef pains un>usi>eeied hy !iim, whont sh" thus

.-uvni.nhened in Ins de~poti,-m. There were moments wlun

iiuMTv lieean.e au iiitovicaiioii. expelling' all idea>. all self-

! .ntrul; but, furtuuately, sincere piety always brou-:hl her

rk to one supremo liope; she found a refu<rc in the helief

:!i a future life, a wonderful thou^uht which enahled her to

!iKe up her painful ta:-k afroh. No elation of vu-tory fol-

JMWed ihoM' terrible inward liailles and throes of an.Lnu.-h;

i:o one knew of tlio-e Ion-- hour> of .-adiie^s : Ikt :ia_,L'ard

-Alices met no res[»onse from Inuuau eyes, and during the

i.rief moments snalrhed by diaiiee for weeping, her bitter

v;irs fell unheeded and i!\" solitude.
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One pvcnin<:f in .Tiiiiuarv l.s-Jd, ilio M,
)f tlie full

inini.se became av ire
ne lull ^rravity ol tlu' en. is, -raihiallv hron^xlit <»n hv

force of circinnstances. When a husband" and wife kiM\v
each other thorouu'lily, and their relation has lon^' l)cen a
matter of use and wont, when the wife has learned to in-
terpret every sliirhtest si-n, when hrr (juick insi-ht discerns
thon.LThts an.l facts which her hnsl.and keeps rmm her, a
chance word, or a remark so carelessly K-t fall in the first

instance, seeins, upon suhsef|iient rellection. like the swift
breaking: out of light. A wife not .soldom suddenly awakes
upon the hriidv of a precipice or in the <lepths of the abyss;
and thus it was with the .Matvjuisc. She was f(vlin<r .^!,.i,i

to have been left to herself for some days, when the real

reason of her solitude Hashed njion her. Her husband, whether
fickle and tired of her, or generous and full of pity for her,

was hers no longer.

In the moment of that discovery she forgot herself, her
sacrifices, all that she had passe<l through, slie remembered
only that she was a mother. Looking forward, she thought
of her daughter's fcM'tune, of the future welfare of the one
creature through whom some gleams of happiness came to

her, of her Ilelene, the onlv poss( sion which bound her to

life.

Then Julie wished to live to save her child from a step-

mother's terrible thraldom, whieh might crush her darling's
life. Upon this new vision of threatened possibilities fol-

lowed one of those ])aro\ysms of thought at fever-heat whieh
consume whole years of life.

Henceforward hu>han(l and wife were doomed to be sepa-
rated by a whole world of thought, and all the weight of that
world she must bear alone. Hitherto she had felt sure that
\"ictor loved lu'f, in so far as he could be said to love; she had
been the slave of j)leasures which she did not share; to-dav
the satisfaction of knowing that she purchased his content-
ment with her tears was hers no longer. .She was alone in the
world, nothing was left to her now but a choice of evils. In
the ealm stillness of the night her despondency drained her
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iif ai! lior strength. She roso from lu/r sofa boside the living

.

, , Miui stood in tho lanipliglit gazing, dry-oyod, at her child,

„Mrii M. d'AigliMMont canu' in. lie was in high spirits.

.It,;.,, culled to him to admire Ilelene as she lay asleep, but he

,:;, I his wife's enthusiasm with a commonplace:

All children are nice at that age."

llr clo.sed the curtains about the cot after a careless kisa

,.:: !tir rhild's forehead. Then he turned his eyes on Julie,

took her hand and drew her to sit beside him on the sofa,

uh.rc <he had been sitting with such dark thoughts surging

u]i Ml lier mind.

Vou are looking very handsome to-night, Mme. d'Aiglc-

III. .lit," he exclaimed, with the gaiety intolerable to the Mar-

||U:m.. who knew its emptiness so well.

•Where have you sj)ent the evening?" she asked, with a pre-

t( tire of complete indiiference.

At Mme. de ISerizy's."

lie had taken up a fire-screen, and was looking intently

;.: liie gmize. He had not noticed the traces of tears on his

u;!i s tine. Julie shuddered. Words could not express the

i.,rrilowin<' torrent of thoughts which must be forced down

iiiio inner dej)ths.

.Mme. de Serizy is giving a concert on Monday, and is

.;.:iig for vou to go. You have not been anywiiere for some

i.iiic past, and that is enough to set her longing to see you at

h. r house. She is a good-natured woman, and very fond of

yo.i. 1 should be glad if you would go; 1 all but promised

liial vou should
"

•rwill go."'

rhere was something so penetrating, so significant in the

i.i.i's of Julie's voice, in her accent, in the glance that went

^. ;!ii the words, that Victor, stanl.'d out of his indiU'erence,

>\iv<i] at his wife in a;tonishment.

That was all. Jul'e had guessed that it was Mme. de

.^. ii/y who had ?tolei< her husiiand's heart from her. Her

i.;.".tiing des]»air lienumbed her. Slie ajjpeared to Ijc deeply

Hiterested in the lire. Victor meanwhile still played with the

m

HI
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fire-screen. He looked linnnl, like n muui who has enjoved
hiniseir elsfwluTe. iuid hrought lioiiic the con^ecjuent la.->i-

tude. lie viiwiicd (imc or twice, llicii he took up a eaniijc

in one iiaiid, and with the other lan;:iiidly f^oiii^dit his wife's

neck for the usual enihrace; jjut Julie stooped and received

the L'ood-ni.irht kiss upon her forehead; ilu' formal, lovele-.-

grimace seemed hateful to her at that moment.
As soon as the door closed upon Victor, his wife sank iut'i

a seat. Her limhs tottered lieneath her. she hurst into tears.

None hut those who have endured the torture of some such
scene can fully uiuler-tand the an,irui.-h that it means, or

divine the horror of tlie long-drawn tragedy arising out of it.

Those simple, foolish words, the silence that followed be-

tween the husband and wife, the ^lanpiis' gesture and ex-

pression, the way in wliich he sat before the fire, liis attitude

as he made that futile alteinj)t to put a kiss on his wife's

throat,—all these things made up a dark hour for Julie, and
the catastrophe of the draiiui of her sad and lonely life. In

her madness she kndt down before the sofa, i)uryiug her face

in it to shut out everything from sight, and prayed to

Heaven, putting a new significance into the words of the

evening prayer, till it becaiiu- a cry from the depths of iier

own sold, which would have gone to her husband's iieart if he

had heard it.

The following week she spent in deep thought for her
future, utterly overwhelmed by this new trouble. She made
a study of it, trying to discover a way to regain her ascemU^ncy
over th(! .Mar(juis, .-cheming how to live long enough to watch
over her (hiughter'> happiiie>s. yet to live true to her own
heart. 'J'lun she made uji her miiul. She would stniggle
with her rival. Slu; would -liine oiice more in societv. She
would feign the love which >he could no hmger feel, she would
cai)tivate her hu.djand's fancy; and when she had lured him
into her i)owcr, she would cocpiet with him like a capricious
mistress who takes deligitt in tormenting a lover. This hate-

ful strategy was the only po<.-il)le way out of her troubles.

In this way she would become mistress of the silualiou; she

.P
!' if
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wiiulii proscribe hiT own pufTerinj,'s at her jrood plfasuro, and

n.liici' thoin by cnslavin,;: bcr liusltaiul, and brin^rinj: biin

iiii.l. r a tyrannous yoke. Slie folt not tbo slijjbtivt reinorso

for tbo hard life wliich he ?liould lend. At a bound she

nai !i('d rold, calculatinfr indiiTt'rcnce—for licr dau,<,'litor's

^ak.. She had ^"-aincd a sudcU'U iusiuht into the treacherous,

hiiiL'' arts of deirraded women ; the wiles of coquetry, tlie re-

vfiitinir cunninj: which arouses such profound luitred in men

at till' ni<rc suspicion of innate corrujition in a woman.

Julie's feminine vanity, her intiTcsts, and a vajrue desire to

iiillict punishment, all wroujrht unconsciously with the

iiidiliirs love within her to force her into a path where new

~i: linings awaited her. But her nature was too noble, her

iiiiiid to() fastidious, and, above all thinjrs, too open, to be

liic a(com))lice of these fr^iuds for very long. Accustomed

;i- >hc was to self-scrutiny, at tb.e first step in vice—for vice it

'.\a~—the cry of conscience must inevitaldy drown the clamor

of the passions and of selfishness. Indeed, in a youn^' wife

\vll()^e heart is still pure, whose love has never been mated,

thr very sentiment of motherhood is overpowered by modesty.

Mnik'sty; is not all wonuuihood suinined up in that? But

ju-! now Julio would not see any danger, anything wrong,

ill Iter new life.

She went to Mme. de Serizy's concert. Ilcr rival had ex-

pected to see a pallid, drooping woman. The Marquise wore

n.u^c, and ap})eared in all the splendor of a toilet which

.!!l, anted her beauty.

.\Imo. de Serizy was one of those women who claim to ex-

fi-ri^e a sort of sway over fashions and society in Paris; she

i>>\]'-i\ her decrees, saw them received in her own circle, and

!t MTUied to her that all the world obeyed them. She aspired

i'> epigram, she set up for an authority in matters of taste.

l.iiiTature, politics, men and women, all alike were submitted

iu iicr cen.-orship, and tlie lady herself appeared to defy the

t'.ri-(irsliip of others. Her house was in every res])eet a model

uf ;:u()d taste.

Julie triumphed over the Countess in her own salon, filled

:*!
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as it was with boaiitiful women and womcii of fasliinn. Julie's

liveliness and sparklin<r wit -atlicrcd all the most dis-

tinguished men in the rooms aljoiit lier. '<]• eostume \va>

faultless, for the despair of the women who one and nil

envied lier the fashion of lier dress, aid attrihuted the

moulded outline of her hodiee to the geniii- of some unknown
dressmaker, for women would rather helieve in miracles
worked hy the science of chiffons than in the grace and |ht-

fection of the form beneath.

When Julie went to tlie piano to sing Desdcmona's sonj:,

the men in the rooms flocked about her to hear the celebrated
voice so long mute, and there was a deep silence. The
Marquise saw the heads clustered tiiickly in the doorways.
saw all eyes turned upon her, and a sharp "thrill of exciteniein
quivered through her. She looked for her husband, irave

him a coquettish side-glance, and it pleased her to s. v that

his vanity was gratified to no small degree. In the joy of tri-

umph she sang the first part of Al pin salirr. Her audience
was enraptured. Xever had Malibran nor I'asta sung with
expression and intonation so perfi'ct. Rut at the beginnintr
of the second part she glanced over the listening groups and
saw—Arthur. He never took his eyes from her face. A
quick shudder thrilled through her, and her voice faltered.

Up hurried Mme. de Serizy from her place.

"What is it, dear? Oii! poor little thing! she is in such
weak health; 1 was so afraid when 1 saw her begin a piece

80 far beyond her strength."

The song was interru])ied. Julie was vexed. She had not
courage to sing any longer, and submitted to her rival's

treacherous sympathy. There was a whisper among the
women. The incident led to discussions; thev guessed that
the struggle had begun i)etween the .Marquise and Mme. de
S6rizy, and their tongves did not spare the latter.

.lulie's strange, perturbing presentiments were suddenly
realized. Through iier preoccupation with Arthur she liail

loved to imagine that with that gentle, refined face he nui4
remam faithful to his first love. There were times when she
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; ^ |ir(iu(l that this ideal, piirt'. and passionate young love

-ji, 1.1(1 have [)C'on liors ; tlif pa->ion of tlic young lover whose

iiiin!i:his are all for hor to whom he (Iodic atfs every moment

(if his life, who hliishes as a Wdiiiaii iilushes. thinks as a

woman might think, forgetting aiiibitinii, fame, and fortune

ill ticvotion to his love,—she need never fear a ri\al. All

:li. -r things she had fondly and idly dreamed of Arthur; now

;, i at iiice it seemed to her that her dream had come true. In

I'lir \oinig Knglisliman's half-feminine face she read the same

.! ri. thoughts, the same pensive inelaneholy. the same passive

;i..|iiii-((ii{e in a painful K-t, and an endurance like her own.

Si . ~aw herself in him. Trouhle and sadness are the most

.i'liiriii of love's interpreter-, and re-porise is luarvelously

swift between two suti'ering creatures, for in them the powers

i<] iiituition and of ar-.-imihition of facts and ideas are well-

n ..'h imerring and perfect. So with the violence of the shock

t: .Marquise's eves were ojieni'd to the whole extent of the

:;:'ire danger. She was oidy too glad to find a pretext for

!;• > nervousness in her chronic ill-health, and willingly suh-

!:)-linl to be overwhelmed by Mme. de Serizy's insidious com-

Tiiai incident of the song caused talk and discussion which

(iiiirivil with the various groups. Some pitied Julie's fate,

an; regretted that such a remarkable woman was lost to

« ()itv: oiliers fell to wondering what the cause of her ill-

!; :!t!i and seclusion could be.

Well, now, my dear HomiueroUes," said the Manpiis, ad-

'!:v--ing Mmc. de Serizy's brother, "you used to envy me my
-'"..d fortune, and you used to blame me for my inlidelities.

I'-'.aw. you would not liiid much to envy in my lot if, like

:: . yell had a ])retty wife so fragile that for the past two

ii- Vdu might not so much as kiss her hand for fear of

'. ::.aiiing her. Do not you en« umber yourself with one of

M- fragile ornaments, only til to put in a glass case, so

.ulc aiul >o co?ily that yuu are always obliged to be careful

; 'liieiii. They tell me that you are afraid of snow or wet

; 1 iliat fine horse of yours; how often do you ride him?

4
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That is ju?t my own cii^c It is true tliat my wifo irivo-; me
IK) proiind fur jcnlousy, hut my marriaiic is a ])iircly orna-

mental hiisinc--; if you think that I am a murrii'il man, voii

aro <rros'Iy mi^taki'U. So thrrc is sonu- cxfusc for luv un-

faithfulness. I should deaily like to know what you jjentlc-

mon who lauuli at me \\(iul(l do in my place. Not manv un'n

would he -o considerate as I am. I am sure." (here he

lowered his voice) "that Mine. d'.\i<.demoiit suspcds nodiini;.

And tlien, of course, J have no ri^dit to eomphiin at all; I

am very well oil". Only there is nothin<r more trying for

a man mIio feels thinirs than the sijrht of sufTerin;,' in a poor

creature to whom you are attached
"

"You niu.st have a very sensitive nature, then," said M. de

Ronquerolles, "for you are not often at home."
Lauj,'hler followed on the friendly epi<:ram; hut Arthur,

who made one of the Lrroup, maintained a frigid impcr-

turhahility in his ipiality of an I-Jiglish gentleman who takes

gravity for the very hasis of his heing. D'Aiglemont's

eccentric confidence, no douhl, liad kindled .-ome kind of hope

in Arthur, for he stood patiently awaiting an oj)portunity

of a word with the Manpiis. lie had not to wait long.

"My Lord Manpiis," he said. "I am un.-i)cakal)ly pained to

see the state of Mme. dWiglcmonl's health. 1 do not think

that you would talk jestingly ahout it if you knew that unless

she adopts a certain course of treatment she must die miser-

ahly. If I use this language to you. it is hecause I am in a

manner justified in using it, for 1 am quite certain that I r,ui

save Mme. d'Aiglemont's life and restore her to health and

happiness. It is odd, no douht, that a man of my rank should

be a physician, yet ncverthek'ss chance determined that 1

should study medicine. 1 find life dull enough here," he

continued, alTecting a cold seUishness to gain his ends, "it

makes no iliirereiice to me whether I spend my time and

travel for the benefit of a suffering fellow-creature, or wa^te

it in Paris on some nonsi'nse or other. It is very, very seldom

that a cure is completed in these complaints, for they require

constant care, time, and patience, and, above all things,
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n,(.ncy. Travel is ncedt'tl. and ii punctilious followin.ir out of

i,r. - ription?. by no moans unplfjisiUit. and varifil daily. Two

,,,„//, 7/icn" (laying a ^tror^.s on the wunl in its Kn-:lish sc-nse)

•\an understand each other. I .trive you uariiin;;- that if you

iu-.vpt niv proposal, you shall In- a jud^'c of my conduct at

,vri\ moment. I will do nothinji without consult in-: you,

«ii!Miiit vour superintendence, and 1 will answer for the

M.,(e" oi" my method if you will consent to follow it. \ e-,

;;nu-s vou wish to l)e Mme. dWijilemont's husband no longer,

aii'l that before long," he added in the Maniui/ ear.

Tlif Marquis laughed. "<)n( tiling is cirtain—that only

ail Kmrlishman could nuike me such an extraordinary pro-

j)o-,ii;" he said. '-Permit me to leave it unaccepted and unro-

jrdcd. I will thiidv it over; and my wife must bo consulted

tir-t in anv case."

.I;ilic had returned to the piano. This time she sang

a -ong from Sciniramide, Son rcjina, son ijiwrriiTa, and the

uiiol(. room applauded, a stitled outburst of wellbred acclama-

•:,.ii which proved that the Faubourg Saint-tiermain had boon

roused to enthusiasm by her singing.

The evening was over. D'Aiglemont brought his wife

hoiiir. and .hilie saw with uneasy satisfaction lliat her first

aitciiipt had at once been successful. Her husband had been

niu,-ed out of indiH'eronce by the jjart which she had played,

and now he meant to honor her with such a passing fancy as

\\v might bestow upon some ojjora nymi)h. It amused .Julie

lliat she. a virtuous married woman, should be treated thus.

Sl'.e tried to play with her power, but at the outset her kind-

ni-s ijroke down once more, antl she received the most terrible

i.f all ilie lessons held in store for her by fate.

Between two and three o'clock in tiie morning Julie sat up,

-iiibre and moody, beside her sleeping husband, in the room

liirrdy lighted by the llickering lamp. Dee]) silence prevailed.

Ihr" agony of "remor>e had lasted near an hour; how bitter

h' r tears I'lad been none perhaps can realize >ave women who

1 ave known such an experience as hers. Only such natures

a.« Julie's can feel her loathing for a oaloulated caress, the

;rJi
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horror of a lovcloss ki<^. (>f il,,. l„,irt'< iip,)stasv foil,,.^..,!

by dolorous prostitution. Slu. (Ic-j.i..,.,! luTscIf; sli,' ciu-. '

niarriafrc. She could Imvc lonjrcd fur dcatli: pcrliap. ,f

'

had not hccn tur ii fry fn.ni Ii.t diild. she w..iil.l hav <pnin
from the window and .lashed lu-rsclf upon the pawn,, n'"
M. d'Ai-lcHiont ^U-pt on i.caccfnllv at hor side: his wifc-< hot
dropjiin.; tears did not waken him.

I'.ut ne.xt n.ornin- Julie eo.iid he -av. She tna.le a -r.;,;
HFort to look hapj)y, to hide, not her melaneholv. as hereto-
fore, but an inMip.rable loalhin- From that'dav ..he n,
lonj,a'r regarded herself as a blameless wife. ILkI ^he nn>
been fal..e to hor.self ? Why >hould she not plav a double part
in the future, and di>play astoundinix depths ..f eunnin- in
deceiving her husbantl? In lier there lav a liitherto umJN-
covered latent dej)ravity, lacking only opportunitv, and h^r
marriage was the cause.

Even now she had asked luTsc-if why she should stru-le
with love, when, with her heart and her whole nature in re\Tlt
.she gave herself to the husbaii.l whom she loved no lon^'or'
Perhaj)s, who knows? some piece of fallacious reasonin -.
Bome bit of special pleading, lies at the root of all sins of all
crimes. How shall .society e.xist unless every individual ..f

which It IS compo.^ed will make the neces.sarv "sacrifices of in-
clination demanded by its laws? If you ac.rpt the benefits
of civilized society, do you not by implication engage to ob-
serve the conditions, the conditions of its very existence ^^ And
yet, starving wretches, compelled to respect the laws of prop-
erty, are not less to be pitied than women whose natural in-
stincts and sensitiveness are turned to so many avenues of
pain.

A few day after that scene of which the secret lay buried
in the m.dnight couch, d'Aiglemont introduced Lord Gren-
ville. .Julie gave the guest a stilllv polite reception, which
did credit to her powers of dissimulation. Uesolutely .he
silenced her heart, veiled lu'r eyes, steadied her voice, and >o
kept her future in her own hand^. Then, when !)y these d,--

viccs, this innate wonian-eraft, as it may be called, she had
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,i>,i.\.ro(l the full extent nf the love «lii(li she inspired. Mine.

,r.\i-l-iiiont wcleonied tiie hope <A' a ^peeily cure, and no

1, ,,_"T npjiosed her hn>l)anil. who prc>sed iier to accept the

.., ,;,!,- doctor's offer. Vet slic declined to trust her.>;elf with

L,,id (irenville until, after some further study of his words

Mil ni.inner. she could feel certain that he liad sutlicient

.'. !i( ro'ity to endure his pain in silence. She had ahsolute

;M,wr over liini, and she had heguu to abuse that power

,i 'v.idy. Was she not a woman?
Mniitcontour is an old manor-hoiise huilt upon the sandy

riilv aliove the Loire, not far from tlie Itriil^'e wiicre .Iulie":i

J
iiniey was interrupted in 1814. It is a picturesque, white

'ateau. with turrets covered with fine stone carving like

\|r,!ilin lace; a chateau such as you often see in Touraine,

-; i, k and span, ivy clad, standing amon<r its frroves of nud-

Miv trees and vineyards, with its hollow walks, its stone

i!u.-t'-adcp. and cellars mined in the rock escarpments

mirrored in the Loire. The roofs of Montcontour gleam in

!ii.- Min ; tlie whole land glows in the burning heat. Traces of

'i <• romantic charm of .Spain and the south hover about the

!;t iianting spot. The breeze brings the scent of bell llowers

aiid golden broom, the air is soft, all about you lies a sunny

l:i::d. a land which casts its dreamy spell over your soul, a

land of languor and of soft desire, a fair, sweet-scented

Kiuntry, where pain is lulled to sleep and passion wakes.

\ heart is cold for long beneath its clear sky. beside its

,-|iarkling waters. One and)ition dies after another, and you

Milk into a serene content and repose, as the sun sinks at the

< li I of the day swathed about with purple and azure.

One warm August evening in 18"21 two people were climb-

; _' the paths cut in the crags above the chateau, doubtless

r the sake of the view from the heights above. The two

- re Julie and Ijord (irenville, but this Julie seemed to be

new creature. Tiie unmisiakalde color of health glowed in

r face. Overflowing vitality had brought a light into her

' :•?. which sparkled through a moist lilm with that liquid

J
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brightneps which (rivo? such irresistible charm to the nes
of children. She wiis; radiant with smiles; she felt the joy" of
livinp and all the possiMJities of life. From ilie very way in
which she lifted her litlle feet, it was easy t(. see that no suffer-
ing trammeled her li>;htest movements; there was no heavi-
ness nor laii-ii.,r in her i'\v^, her voice, as heretofore. Under
the white sdk sunshade which screened her from the hot sun-
li.trht. she h.jkcd like r-ome youn^' bride Iteneath her veil, or a
maiden waitinsr to yield to the magical enchantments of Love.

Arthur led her with a lover's care, helpir.g her np the path-
way as if she had been a child, finding the smoothest ways,
avoiding the stones for Iier, bidding her .«ee glimpses 'of
distance, or some flower beside the path, alwavs with the un-
failing goodness, the same delicate design in "all that he did;
the intuitive sense of this woman's wellbeing seemed to be
innate in him, and as miuh, nay, perhaps more, a part of his
being as the pulse of his own life.

The patient and lier doctor went step for step. There was
nothing strange for them in a .-sympathy which seemed to have
existed since the day when fir-t they walked together. One
will swayed them both; they stopped as their senses received
the same impression ; every word and every glance told of the
same thought in either mind. They had climbed up through
the vineyards, and now they turned" to sit on one of the long
white stones, (piarried out of the caves in the hillside; bu't
Julie stood awhile gazing out over the landscape.
"What a beautiful countr\ !" she cried. "Let us put up a

tent and live here. A'ictor, Victor, do come up here!"
M. d'Aigicmont answered by a halloo from below. He

did not, however, hurry himself, mcrelv givimr his wife n

glance from time to time when the windi'ngs of the path gave
lum a glimpse of her. Julie breathed the air with delight.
She looked up at Arthur, giving him one of those subtle
glances in which a clever woman can put the whole of her
thought.

"Ah, I should likt to live here always," she said. "Would
It be po.^sible to tire of this beautiful va. .y?—What is the
picturesque river ealkd, do you know 7"
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"Tiuit is the ('i>f
"

•Till' Cisc," slu> rfj)eat''il. '•And nil tliis country l>olo\v,

i:rt'..rC ll>?"

'TlniM' arc tlio lnw liiJis aliovc tlif C'Ikm'."

•And iiv iiy i<> tlif rijriii ? \li ilint is 'I'oiirs. Only sec how
Ml' llif (alhcdral tcwcr- lool^ in tlic di-taiur."

>lii' uas ^ lent, anil let fall tin hand whii !i -Iw had .-irctchfd

.11 tnv rds tlu' view u|kiii Arllnir"-. Hoth adinircil t'lc wide

l,(rid-( -ii't' niadi' up of so much Mended InMiity. Neither of

i.'i. Ml «|ioke. Till ninrniurin^' voice I'f the rivi r, the pure air,

'111 liie cloudless heaven were all in tune with their tliroii;,'ing

i;ii.u;:ht.- and their youth and the love in their h 'arts.

"(Mil iitun Piiti, how I love this eountryl" dnlie continued,

uiili irrowin^^ and inj,H'nui)Us cnthiisia-iu. '"Vou livcil hero

fnr a Ion.:,' while, did you not ?"' >i.e addei. ,iftcr a j)ause.

''. thrill ran tIirouj:h Lord (Ireiivillc al her v.-ords.

"It was down there," he ^aid, in a melancholy voice, in-

liii.itiuL' as he sjpoke a elustor of walnut trii s In- the roail?ide,

"tti.it 1, a prisoner, saw you for t: lirst time."'

"Ves, but even at that time I felt very ad. This country

looked wild to me then, hut now "' She broke olf, and
1/ nl (irenville did not dare to look at her.

".Ml thi.s pleasure 1 owe to you," J He began at last, after

a long silence. "Only the living can i. el the joy of life, and
iinid now have 1 not been dead to it all? ^'oii have given

iiie more than health, you hiive made me feel all its

worth
"

Women have an inimitable talent for giving utterance to

^Ifiiiig fei'lings in colorless words; a woman's el(i(|ue!ice li.'s in

toiK and gesture, manner aiid glance. Lord (Irenville hid his

fiii- in his hands, lor hi> tears filled his eyes. 'Phis was
.'i:lie's first word of thanks ^-ince they left Paris a year ago.

For a whole year he had wiiched over the .Manpii.se, putting

!;!~ ^^llolo >< If into the task. D' \iglen iit se(,'<mdiiig him. Ih-

'r.i\ taken her first o .\i.\, then to In l,'oclir!!e, to be near the

Mu. From moment to moment h .lad watched tie- clmn'/i'S

worked in Julie's shattered eonstinition by his wise and simple

-A
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].n.Mri[.tion?. IIo liad ciiltivat.'.l Ii.t health as an .nthu^iaMir
gnnlni, r mi-ht cultivate a rare flower. Vet, to all appearaiuf
the Manim.e had .luietly aeceptecj Arthur's skill and .are uitii
the e.-oiMii nf a spcded I'a ii>ienne, „r like a eoiirt,.sm wn.,
has no I, lea of I lie eo-l of thin,->. nor of the worth of a man
and jud^'e,- of l.,.th l)y their ( oniparative usefuln.ss to her.

Th.' inlliienee of plads upon us is a fact wortii reniarknii:.
If melancholy comes ov( r ns hy the niar;,'in of a j,'reat water,
another indehhje law of unr naluiv m, orders it tlnU ih,. moun-
tains e\.rci>e a i-urifyin- inlliienee npon onr feelinj,'s. aii.l

anion- the lull. i.a>M.,n uaiiw in .|r,,tii hv all that it apimremlv
OS..S in vivac ily. Perhaps it was ih, -i-ht of the wide eountrv
hy the Loire, ihe height .f i!,e fair >lnpiii- l.ilNi.le on wlu.h
the lovers sit, tii.il indiued ihe calm i.li>> of the moment wIhii
the whol.' eMeiit .d" the passi.,n that lies beneath a few in.ii;-

niJicant-soundiii;,r ^ords i., divined for the first time witli'i
ilelicious seiiM- of hapjiiness.

^

Julie had scarirly spoken the words which hud moved Lord
CJrenville so deeply, when a can'ssin;r breeze riillled the tree-
tops and tilled ihe air with coolness from the river; a few
clouds cross.d the sky, and the soft cloud-shadows brou"ht
out all the beauty of the fair land below.

dulie turned away her head, lest Arthur should .see the tears
which she siiccci'di'd in rejiressinjr ; his emotion had spread at
once to her. She dried her eyes, but she dan>d not raise th.ni
lest he should read the e.\cess of joy in a jrlame. Her woman'.s
instinct told her that durinj: this hour of dani.'cr she mii.-t

liide her love in the dcjiths of her heart. Vet silence might
prove ecpuilly dan.L'crous, and Julie saw that Lord (Jrenville
was unable to ulter a word. She went on, therefore, in a
gentle voice:

"Vou are touched by what I have said. Perhaps such a

quick outburst of fee!in>r is the way in which a pracious and
kind nature like yours reverses a mistaken judirmout. Vou
must have tliou-:ht me unLrrateful whm ! was cold and re-

served, or cynical and hard, all throuirli the journey which,
fortunately, is very near its end. 1 sliould not have been
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«..rlhv of your cnri' if I liail Imm ii iirialil'' to a|)|irifiiitf it. I

i i\c foru'iittcii riuthiiij: Ala- 1 I -ikiII fmurt nuthinj:. nut the

;iii\i'iii- way in wliidi ymi wati Ixd over iiif a- a nintluT

u,iii!ir- (ivtT Iht fliiM. tmr. ami alinvc all I'l-c, tli'' iiolilf

I jititliiicc of (Hir life as lirotlicr and -isttT, ih»' ddir'acy of your

I .rNiuil—winning' cliariu*, a;;aiii>t which we womi'n arc df-

<. liii li'ss. My lord, it i- out of tiiv poucr to makf you a

r. I urn
"

\i those won!- .Iiilic hastily tnovod furthiT away, and T.ord

(' r'villc iiiadi' no attrmpt to detain hrr She went to a rock

; I far away, and there sat niotioide-s. What either felt re-

inained a secret known to ea( li alone: douhth'ss thev wept in

-il'iice. The sinjrinjr of the hirds alioiit them, so hlithe. so

I. '.I rllowin.Lr with tenderne<s at sun-et time, eonld only increase

ih. -lorni of pa^-ion which tiad ilriven them apart. Nature

1 Hik lip their story for them, and found a lan;.'ua^e for the

'•>\'- of which they did not <]are to speak.

"And now, my lord." said Julie, and she came and stood

' fiite .\rtluir with a preat <li;.'nily, wliich allowed her to take

':!- Iiand in hers. "I am ^.'oinL' to a-k yon to iiallov. and

I'linfy the life wliich you have ;,'iven hack to me. IFcre, we

'..i!! jiart. I know," she added, as she saw how white his face

^T' w. "I know that I am repayinjj you for your devotion by

iiijuirin;.' of you a sacrifice e\cn j;r"ater than any which you

iia.'' hitherto made for me. sacrifices so ^reat that th(\v should

I", ive some better recompense than this. . . But it

!'ni-t he. . . You must not stay in France. By lavin;:

''m< comnuind upon you. do I not ^nve you ri;:hts which shall

li' held sacred?" she «d(U'd, holdin<r his hand ajrainst her

t" uinj: heart.

"Vcs," said Arthur, and he rose.

ill' looked in the direction of d'Aiplemont, who appeared
'•! the opposite side of one (,f the hollow walks wiifi the child

U! 'ii- arms. He had scramlileii up on the halu-trade iiv the

..•iti-a\i that little llcjcnc mi^iht Jump down.

'.iulie, 1 will not .-ay a word of my love: we understand

ii other too well. Deeply and carefully though 1 have i
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hiiMcii tlio pli-iiMins of my heart, \„u liiivc sliaml tlicm all.
I f<"I it. I know it, [ sec it. .\n<l nnw. at this Miotiicnt. as I
rovrnr this (lr]i,.i..us proof of tiic ron.-tant sympathy of our
hearts- I mii.-t ;:o.

. . . Cmininu' sehemes for geitin<r rid
of i)ii,i liave crossed my mind too of...ii ; the temptation midit
he irrosistiide if r stayed with you."

"I had the same thou>,dit," she said, a look of pained sur-
pri.-e in hep rnuhlcd face.

\(A in her tone and invohintary shndder there was such
virtue, such ceriainty of herself, won in manv a hard-fon-hf
battle with a love that spoke in Julie's tones and involuntary
frestures. that Lord (irenville stood thrilled with admiration
of her. The mere shadow of a crime had hec^n dispelled from
that clear conscience. The relijrious sentiment enthroned on
the fair for.'head could not hut drive away the evil thoughts
that ari-e unliidden, cngcndcnMl hv our" imperfect nature.
fhounhts which make us aware of the grandeur and the perils
of human destiny.

"And then," she said, '"I should have drawn down vour
soorn upon me, and 1 should have been saved," she added
and h,>r eyes fell. "To be lowered in vour eves, what is that
but death?"

For a moment the two heroic lovers were silent, chokin>'
down their ,..,rrow. (iood or ill, it .<eemed ttiat their thou-dus
were loyally one, ami the joys in the depths of their heart were
no more exj., ricccs apart than the pain which they strove
most anxiously to hi.le.

"I have no right to complain," she said after a while, "mv
misery is u{ my own nuiking," and she raised her tear-lilled
eyes to tln' sky.

"I'.'rhap> you dnn't remember it, but that is the place where
we iiHl each other for tl... tirst time," shouted the General
Irniu below, and he way..] his hand towards the distance.

Ilieiv. downyondi'r. near tiio.se poplar.-!"
'I'll'' Kngli-hman nodded al-ruj.tly hy way of answer.
"S,, I was Ixiund to die y.,ung an.l to know no happiness"

Juhe eontmued. "Yes, do not think thai 1 liye. Sorrow
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:-^ just as fatal as tlie dreadful disoaso whifli you have cund.
(!() not think tliat I am to Ithune. Xo. Mv love is stronu'iT

laii I am. and eternal : hut all u ncdnseion-lv it !rrc\v in iiu

lIKl 1 will not he <:uiltv thmutih mv love. N'everthele-
hoii<:h I shall be faithful to iiiv cnn- •ience a~ a wife, t o mv

led in an un-teadv voice, ••jient

'iiilies-as a mother. I will he no lc^< faitliful \n \hv in-lind-^ n'

my heart. Hear me." she er

f'Ttli I helonir to him no lonirer.

I?y a <:esturf, drradful t

-: ' indicated her hiishand.

••'i'he social code demands that I shouM make 1

j.ipjiy."" she continued, "l will ohev. I

) see m its undi~i:ui.-cil loathimr.

lis exi-leiice

will he hi.- -ervant. mv
diMition to him shall he 1:jouiiMless : l>ut irom to-da\ am a
vi iilow. will neitlier he a prostitute in mv own eve- nor in
iliose of the world. If I do not iielonu to M. d'Aicleinont I

never belon''' to another. V
-.iM' this which you have wriin;:- fn^m me
uliieh 1 have pa.-sed n])on mxMlf," si

at him. ""And now. know this— if v

cm

ou .--liali lia\e U'ltliinu'. notliin;

I Ins IS the (loom

le said, hmkintr proudiv

oil ;:ive wav tn a siiiLrle

ow v.ili enter a con-iiinal ihoufxht. M. d'Ai<rlemom's wid

lit in Spain or Italy. r>y an evil clKUKe we li.ive spoken of
oil r love; perhaps that eorife-sion was hound t(

hearts must never vibrate aLrain like thi.-

eome ; hut our

To-morrow vou
reeeive a letter from i;n;:land, and we shall jtart, and

never see each other aira m.

The etl'ort had e.xhausted all Julie's strenirtli. She felt her

d came oxer her.

yin<,' a womanV in>tinct, she sat down, le.-l sh" should

knees tremblings and a feelin<: of deathlv eol

()1j(

ink into Arthur's arm^
••/ line. I ried Lord (It eliville

'i'he sharj) ery ran<: throu 'Ii ii:e air like a eraek of thunder.
Till tlu^n lie eould not speak; now. all the wonls which the

dumb lover eould not utici' irathered themselves in that heart-

rendinjr appeal.

"•Well, what is wron;: with ht^r?" a-k.d ihi' (leneral. 'vh..

bad hurried up at that ery, and now suddenly confronted
ilie two.

^ i

3

Mi
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"Notlnng serious.- said .Julie, with that wondt-rful Mi
p.Hs<.ss,un whu-h a wn,„an-s .luick-wittrdness usually brin.-.
t" '.,..• aid uluT, it is niMsl callrd for. -TIh. .•hUl. da,,,,, -n..
'""''' •'"• ^;.il'na tn... ,„ad,. uu- fcri ,,uite faint just now. and
i">t niu>t have, ah.rn.cd this doctor of luin.-. I)n,s 1,,. „„-
look on i„(. as a vcy n..arly fini.hrd wo,-k of art? II,. u,i
sla,-tlr,|. I Mippos... by the idea of seoin- it dos.rove.l." With
oslontatio,., ,.noIm..s ~1„. ,ook Lonl Cvnv.lK.V a,-,„. -.uihd aiHT hu. hand, took a !a.t look at

>
ho landscape, and went down

'"• palhuay. d,-aui,i- her Iravelin- ecnj.anion with her
"Ihis ,.e,',ai„ly i„ tl„. ^nv.ndest view that we have .eei,

•

i^lic sa,d: '•! .l,all never for^a.t it. Just look. Vietor. wl.a-
d.slanee. what an .x,,anM. of eountry, and what variety m „ '

1 have lallrn ,n love u,lh ihis iandseaj)e."
ilcT lau.d,ter was al,no>t hyst-rieal. hut to her husband

It sound-d natu,'al. She >j.ran,,r puly down into the hollou-
J
'at I,way and vanisiied.

'-What:'" ,. he ened. when they had left M. dWi^Tlen.ont far
beh.nd. ••.So.oo„y I, i, „,„,„. Anoth.T „,o,„.,u. and
^^' I",)

neither ..f us be our.ehes; we shall never be ourselves
.igain, our lite is over, m short

"'

•L..t us ^^o sl.,wly." said Lord (Jrenville. "the carriages are
still so,n<. way off. and if w,. may put words into our .danee^
our heai-ls may live a litll,. lon,i:er."

They went alo.i^^ th,. footpath by the river in the late even-
in- light, almost m silence; sueh va-ue wonls as they uttered
low as the niurnmr of the Loire, stinrd their souls to the'
depths. ,J„>t as the sun sank, a la>t red -leam from the sky
l.'ll over ihem: it was like a mournful symbol of their ilf-
starred love.

''"''<• <''<'n..ral. nuirh juit out because the carria<re was not
"t the spot where they left it. follow,..! and outstripped the
pair without int,.rnipiin- il„.ir ,-,my,.rse. Lord Urenville's
H-h-inin,h.d an,l .hluaie inhavior thnni-huit the journey
''."i 'omphicly (lis{.ell,.,l ,!,<• .Manpiis' suspi,.ions. For -o,ne
Inn. p.-.M 1„. had left hi. v.il',. i„ f,v..dom. ,vp,winir eonfidemv
in tl„. noble amateur's Punic faith. Arthur and Julie walked
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III to^rcthor in the close and painful comriuiiiinn of two Iioaris

:.n(l \rasto.

>ii -hnrt a whilo ago as they climlicil tli.' flifT-; at Mont-
' iiliHir. there had l)een a vagno hope in eitlwi iniiid. an \in-

,,1-y joy fur whicli tliev dared not aecotmt to themselves; hut

I: u as they eiiiie alonj: the pathway l)y the ri\er, they pulled

l''M\ the frail structure of iniajririiiiirs, the ehihTs eard-

(i-ile. o)i which neither of them had dared to breathe. That
', 'jie was over.

That very evcninfr T.ord (irenville left them. His last look

i; .lulie made it miserably plain thai >ince th<' moment when
-inpatliy revealed the full e.xtent of a tyrannou,- pas.-ion, ho

liij well to mistrust himself.

The ne.\t morninjr. M. d'Aiplemont and his wife took their

paces in the carriage without their travel injr co'iipanion, and
\i(re whirled swiftly along the road to Blois. The .Marqui.se

was constantly put in mind of the journey maile in 1S14, when
it.- yet she knew nothing of love, and had Incn altnost ready

!(i curse it for its persistency. Countless forgotten impres-

-H;ns were revived. The heart has its own memory. A
woman who cannot recollect the most important great events

will recollect through a lifetime things which appealed to her

feelings; and Julie d'Aiglemont found all the most trifling

details of that journey laid np in her mind. It was pleasant

io her to recall its little incidents as they occurred to her one

hv one; there were points in the road when she could even

renionil)er the thoughts that passed through her mind when
.'lu' saw them first.

Victor had fallen violently in love with his wife since she

had recovered the freshness of her youth and all her beauty,

and now he pressed clo.-^e to her side like a lover. Once he

'ricd to put his arm round her, hut she gently disengaged her-

self, finding some excuse or other for evading the harndess

caress. In a little while she shrank from the close contact with

Victor, the sensation of warmth communicated hy their po-

-ition. She tried to take the un()ccuj)ied place opposite, but

\'ictor gallantlv resigned the hack seat to her. For this at-

Hi
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tonfinn slio thanked him wiili a si^'li. vhcroupon he forgot
Iiiin^clf, ,111(1 111.' Don .Inaii u{ the jrarrison ((instrncd his wife's
melaiK holy to his own advanta.ire, so that at the en<l of the day
she was eonipelh'd to speak witli a lirmiiess which impressed
)iini.

"Voii liave all hut killed nie. dear, onci' alreadv. as ymi
know."' said she. -'If I were still an inexperienced irirl. I

Jni.Lrht he-in to sacrifice myself afn-h : hnt I am a im)th<T.
I liave a daii-hter to hrin^^ np. and I owe as much to her as to
you. Let us resi;,Mi ourselvt- to a misfortune which afreci>
us hnth alike. Vou are the less to he puicd. Ilav" you not.
a.s it is. found consolations which duty and the honor of hoth.
and (stron;,'cr .-nil) which Xature "fori. ids to me? Stay,"
she added, "you cnrehssly left three letters from Mmo. «ie

Scrizy in a drawer; here they are. My silence ahout this
matter should make it plain to you that in me vou have a wife
who has plenty of indulLrence and does not e.xaci from you the
sacrifices prescrihcd hy the law. lint I have thouLdit 'enouffh
to see that the rAles of husband and wife are (]uite dilferent.
and that the wife alone is predestined to misfortune. My
virtue is ha.-ed upon firndy fixed and definite principles. I

shall live hlanielessly, hut let me live."

The Marfjuis was taken ahack hv a lo<:ic which women prasp
with the clear insij,dit of love, and overawed hv a certain
dipiity natural to them at .-uch erixs. .Julie's instinctive re-

pugnance for all that jarred upon her love and the instincts
of her iieart is one of tlie fairest (pialities of woman, and
springs perhaps from a natural virtue which n(>!ther laws
nor civili/atioti can -ileiice. And who <h->]\ dare to hiair,.'

wonu'n? If a w.mian raii silence the exclusive sentiment
which hi<],-. iter "fr>r-ake all other" for the man whom she
loves, what i> she hut a priest who has lost his faith? If a
rigid iinnd here and there eoud 'inns .Julie for a sort of coin-
promise hetween li>ve and wifely duty, impassiimcd souls will

lay it to her charge as a crime. To he thus i)lamed by lioth

sides shows one of two thing> very clearly—that misen- neces-
sarily follows in tile tram of broken laws, or else that there
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(]i'|)]nrablo flaws in tlio institutions upon which society

iiropo is based.

w(i years wen t hv. M. and M
ife

nie d'Ain-lemnnt went tlieir

- niir.ite ways, leading tlieir life iii the world, iiicctnt;: eaeli

. ;mit in<ire t're(|iicntiy al)rnad tliuii at Ikhiii', a rclinciinril upon
' \<in('. in wliieii nianv a niarriaf,H> in the rjreat worlil is apt

,nd.

I U\f fvcnin;,'. ^tranjxe to say, found husband atul wife in

;> ii'dwn drawm;,'--rooni. Mine. d'Aiirlcniont had Ix-en (hniiij^

;•
! nuie with a friend, and tlie tu'neral, wlio almost invariably

! (I in town, had not ironc out for once.

•j'liere is a pleasant tiim- in store for you, Mmlnnw la

V ir(juisc," said M. dWiixleuiont, setting' his cofTce cup down
,

• •!) the table, lie looked al the truest, Mine, (h' Winiphen,

; ''i half-pettishly. lialt'-niischievou.-ly addeil, ''1 am starting

(

''
[or .several days" sport with the Master of the Hounds. For

I whole week, at any rate, you will be a widow in pood

i,iirie>t. just what you wi.^li for, I >up|iose.—Guillaunie," lie

-lid to the servant who entered, '"tell them to put the horses

:'i

"

Mine, de Winiphen was the friend to whom Julie had !)ejrun

lie letter upon her niarria<re. The e lances e.xebanged liy the

!\\e, women said plainly that in her Julie had found an in-

1 iiiale friend, an indulgent and invaluable eonildante. Mme.
de Wimpben's marriage had been a very happy one. Perhaps

IT wa.s her own iiajipini'ss which secured her devotion to Julie's

unhappv life, for under such oireumstances, dissimilarity of

lie.-tiny IS nearly always a strong bond (d" union.

'"Is the hunting sea.son not over yet?" asked Julie, with

Jill indifferent glance at her liusband.

"The Master of the Houmls eoiii' - when and where he

[ili-ases, madauie. We are going l)Oiir-hunting in the Royal

Forest."

"Take care that no accident happens to you."

"Accidents are usually unforeseen,"' he said, smiling.

"'J" he carriage is ready, my Lord Marquis,"" said the servant.
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":\riuliimp. if T should fall a victim to the hoar-
riruird. with a siipfjlinnt air.

ho cnn-

'What (lo(K thi^ mean?" inqiiiml Mnio. do Winiphon
"foMic. .nine." said Mine. dWi-kTOont, turning to her

hiishand: simlin? at Iht frirnd as if to sav. "Vou will soon
sec.

Jiili<' held u], Iicr head: hut as hor husband came cIosp to
iHT. sh.. swrrvcd at ih<. last, so that his kiss fell not on her
throiit. hut on the hroad frill ahoiit it.

'•^'oii will 1).. „iy witiirss i)efore heaven now that I need i

f:nuan to ohtain this little ,^'raee of her," said the Marquis'
mhlr.ssinjr Min.'. de Wi.npheu. "This is how this wife ,.f
mine understands love. She has hroujrht me to this pa^.
hy what trickerv I am at a loss to know. ... A pleasant
time to you !" and he went.

"Hut your poor liushand is really very fjood-natured," eried
Louisa de Wimpiien. when the two women were alone to-
getlicr. '-jlc loves yon."
"Oh

! not another .syllahle after that last word. The name
J bear makes me shudder "

"Yes. but \i(tor obeys you implicitly," said Loui.sa.
"His obediene.. is fonnded in part "upon the great esteem

which 1 have inspired in him. .As far as outward things .n,

I am a model wife, f make his house pleasant to him ; I shut
my eyes to his intrigues; I touch not a penny of his fortune.
He IS free to sijuander the interest exactly as he pleases: I

only stipulate that he shall not touch the principal. At this
price I have pca.r. He neither explains nor attempts to ex-
plain my life. Hut though my husband is guided by me. that
(Iocs not say that I have nothing to fear from his character.
I am a bear leader who daily trembles lest the muzzle should
give way at la.<t. Jf \iet.,r once took it into his head that I

had forfeited my right to his esteem, what would happen next
J dare not think; for he is violent, full of personal pride, and
vain above all things. While his wits are not keen enough
to enable him to behave discreetly at a delicate crisis when
his lowest passions are involved, his character is weak, and he

imE.
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" uM very likely kill nic [jrovisioiiiilly oven if lie (li(>(l of ic

|M r-c next (lav. But there is no fear of that fatal cood for

cine.

\ lirief |)aiise followed. Both women wrre think injr o f th

r.ii raiise of this state of afTairs. ,Julie gave I^ouisa a jjla

ui rh revealed her tlioii<'hts.

nee

•| have heen enieljv oheved," she erie(l. '"Vet 1 never for-

hiin to write to nie. Oh I hr has i'or<:(»ttvu me. an<l ho IS

r _•!! I. If his life had heen s|)oil(M|. it would liavc h.cn too

i!M_'i<;d : one life is enoUL'h, is it not

'

W oiild voti hi'liv've it

ir; 1 read Knf,dish new papers simply lo m'c his iiaoi" in

[.riiit. Hut he has not vet taken his seat in the House of

!,..nU."

So you know Knf;lish?"

Did I not toll you?—Yes, I learned."

"Poor little one I" eried Louisa, jrrasping Julie's hand in

.';rr-. "How ean you still live?"

"That is the secret." said the Maniui-e, with art involuntarv

L'-tuH' almost childlike in its simplicity. "Lister. T take

liidaiium. That duchess in London sugjrested the idea; vou

Y.'.<'<\v the story, ^laturin made use of it in one of his novel-.

M'. drops are very weak, hut ! Icep; I am oidy awake for

.-tM'ii hours in th»- day, and those hours I sjieiid with my

i.ouisa gazed into the fire. The full e.vtent of her fri.nd's

''-ery was opening out hefore her for the lir,-t time, and she

ii:ire(l not look into her face.

"Keep my secret, Louisa," said Julie, afler a momenl's
--' "iiee.

• lust as she spoke the footman broui^dit in a letter for the

M inpii.so.

Ah !"' she eried. and her face grew white.
'| need not ask from wlmni it eome>," said Mme. do

\\ iinphen, but the Marquise was reading the letter, and heeded
1:"ihing else.

Mine, de Wim{))ien, watching her friend, saw strong feeling

\wought to the highest pilch, ecstasy of the mo>i dangerous
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kind paint. •<! .m .IiiIm V nice in -wift dian^rin-r wliito and ml.
At IctiL'tli .Julie fliin- llic slipct inin the f\ro.

"ft lHirn> Ills., tiiv." >li.. sai.l. ••Oh! rnv lioart beats till [

rannoi Im atlir."

Slic !•.,>.• to li.r frci and walkrd n{) and down. Fler <'V.-
M-cp' lila/iiij-.

"II.' (lid not lra\.' I'ari^!" <lic . ri.-d.

.Mill'', d.- Wiiiipli.n di.l not daiv to inlcrrupt tlif words timi
fnlloucd. Jrrkrd-ont .rntrncfs. incastiml l.y droadful r)au<o<
in lH.tw....n. Aft.T ..yrv hpak the drop note., of luT vol,..
sank lower and lower, 'i'liere wa.-^ -^ornclliing awful about the
last won!-.

"]\c lias seen inc. eon-.taiitI\ . and [ have not known it.~.\
look, taken l.v -teali'i, every day, lielp.s him to live.— Louisa,
you do not know' -llr is dvino-.—He wants to say good-lm'
to nie. He Knows that mv husband has irono away for several
day-. He will be here in a inomenl. Oh! I shall die: I am
Wt.—Listen, Louisa, stay with nie ! Two women and he will
not dare Oh ! stay willi me !— / am (ifraid!"

"I'.ut my husband knows that I have been dinin;,' with you;
he is sure to come for me," said Mine, de Winiph.^i.

'•Well, then, before you <:r, ] will send him awav. I will
play the e.veeutioner for ns both. Oh \w \ he will think that I

do not love him any more And that letter of his ! Dear,
I can see those words in letters of lire."

A carria;re roll(>d in under the arehwav.
"Ah:"' eried the Manjui.^e, with somethin-,' like joy in her

voice, "he is comin;: opeidy. He makes no mystery of it."

"Lord (Ircnville." aimounci'd the servant.

The ]\Iar(|ui-e .-lood w^^ ri-id and niotioidess; but at the
H-rht of Arthur's ulni,' face. ^,i tlim and liaj:<,'ard, how was it

jmssible to keep up the show of severity ' Lord (irenville saw
that dulie was not alone, but he controlled his fierce annoy-
aiiee, and looked cool and unperturbed. \\'[ for the two
women ulio knew his stcrel. his face, his tones, the look in his
eyes bail something of the jiower attributed to the torpedo.
Their faculties were benumbed by the sharp ^hock of contact

i-iSL
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;r!l his hnrrihlt' [)ain. The sound of his voire sot .TuHp'a

. irt hoatinp so frnolly that sho could not trnst horstdf to

.;ik; slic WHS afraid that he \vo\ild s('(< the full extent of liis

iwcr over her. Lord (In-nvillo did not dare to look at Julie.

i Mine, de Winijdien was left to sustain a conversation

. uiiich no one listened. .Fulie glanced at Ikt friend with

'iirhing gratefulness in her eyes to thank her for coming
li'T aid.

iU this time the lovers had quelled emotion into silence,

'. <\ eould preserve the limits laid down 'oy duty and con-

ion. Rut M. de Wimphen was announced, and as ho
in the two friends exchanged glances. Both felt the

\' tii

• line

iliculti IIiculties of tins fresh complication. Jt was im|)ossit)le

i;!rr into explanations with M. de Wimphen, and Louisa
•iild not think of any sutlicient pretext for asking to be left.

Julie went to her. ostensibly to wrap her up in her shawl.

I will be brave," she said, in a low voice, "lie came here
I! tiie face of all the world, so what have I to fear? Yet
i! for you, in that first moment, when I saw how changed

' looked, I should have fallen at his feet."

"Well, Arthur, you have broken vour promise to me," sho

!. in a faltering voice, when she returned. Lord (Iren-

:'r did not venture to take the seat upon tlic sofa bv her
ir.

1 could not resist the pleasure of hearing y.mr \ohv, of
ng near you The thought of it came to be a sort of mad-
-. it delirious frenzy. I am no longer master of luvself.

'!a\e taken myself to task; it is no use, 1 am too weak, I

_'lit to die. But to die without seeing you, without lia\iiig

ml the rustle of vour dress, or felt vour tears. What a

^Mth!"

lie moved further away from her; but in his ha-i\ uprising

i'l-tol fell out of his pocket. The Manjui.-^e looked down
!!ikly at the weapon: all passion, all expression had died

.! of her eyes. Lord (irenville stooped for the tiling, raging
;«ardly over an accident which seemed like a piece of Jovc-

' k strategv'.
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"Arlhiir'-

"Miid.uiK." li,> .Slid. h>n]i\n<: down, "I onnie hero in uttor
dcsp( raticii; I iiM>aiil "'

li.- hrokc dIT.

I'Voii iiHMiit to die hy your own hand hero in my house!"
"N'ot ;i!r.rir'" lie said in a low voice.

"N'ot alorif! My hii>liand, pctliap^ ?"

"\o. no." Iir cri.d in a clmkin;,' voice. "Ucas.^nro your-
p<lf."" licuriiiriiu.l. I l.avc(|uile^ivcn up my deadly piirpcs,.,

s soon a.^ I cune in. n< Hx.n as I saw von. I felt that I wa.^
stron-r enoii;/li to stiirer in Mienee, and to die alone."

.'iilie spmii!,' lip. and flunu' lier.-^elf into his arms. Thnne'ji
her sol.l.in<r he eaiifrht a few j.assionato words*, "To know hap-
piness, and then to die.— Ves, Kt it he so."

All Julie's story wa.s .^umiiied up in that erv from th,.

depths; it wa.s til- snniniuns of nature and of love at which
won,, M wiiliout a reliLMon <iirn.nder. With the fierce ener-^
of unh..p( ,1-for joy, Arthur eauf,'ht her up and carried herfi.
the sofa: hut in a moment she tore herself from her lover'>
an.Ms. looked at him with a fixed despairinjj -aze, took his
haii.l, sna lied up a candle, and drew him into her tm..,,,

^MuIl they .stood hy the cot where Helene lav sleepinjx. -he
put til,, curtains softly aside, shading,' the candle with her
I iiid, lest the li^dit ^houij ,].^yy_\^, ^l^^, half-closed eyes heneath
the transparent lids. Ileleiic lay .^iiijin- in her sleep, with
tier arms out.>tretched on the coverlet. Julie glanced from
her child to ArlhurV face. That look told him all.

"We may leave a hu>hand, even though he loves us: man
IS stroll-; lie has con.solatiun.s.—We may defy the wor. 1 ami
It. laws. Hut a motherless child!"—all these tiioughts, and
u thousand others more moving still, found language in that
glance.

"We can take her with us," muttered he; "I will love her
dearly."

".M"amma!" cried Utile Helene. now awake. Julie burst
into tears. Lord (Jreuville sat down and folded his arms in
gloomy silence.
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"Mamma!" At the swocl cInMisli ihkih', so main iiolih r

fi<iin>;s, so many irri'sistiblc yt'ariiinns awokf, tliiit for a

!
M nii'iit love was ctraccd In- tlu' all-powfrfiil instinct of

111 ihirhood ; tlic mother triiimplicd over tin- Wditiiin in .hilif,

III I Liinl (irrnvillf could not hold out, ho was dfl't-atcd hy

.III he's tears.

.'list at that momi-nt a donr was llunLr noisily op'H. "Ma-
iiiiiif d'Aifrlt'tnont, arc you licrcaboufs!-" called a vnicc which
ru;;: like a crack of thunder through the hearts nf the two
I'.'Ts. The Manpiis had come home.

Hi'fore Julie could recctver her presenc* of mind, her lius-

I iiiii was (m the way to the door of her room wIik h opened
ii!!" 111.-. Luekily, at a sign. Lord (Irenvilie escaped into the
ih' --111- -closet, and she hastily shut the door upon him.

wen, my lady, liere am 1," said Victor, "the hunting party
'ii ! nut como off. I am just going to bod."

••(.nod-night, so am I. So go and leave me to umlress."

••^'ou are very cros.s to-night, Madame la ^larquise."

The (Jeneral returned to his rnom, .lulie went with liim to

III' duor and shut it. Then she sprang to the drossing-elosot

v> release Arthur. All her presence of mind returned; she
' MioMght herself that it was (piite natural that her sometime

tor should pay hor a visit ; she might have left him in the
!;.i'vving-room while she put her little girl to bed. She was

'.It to toll him, under her breath, to go back to the draw-
: J room, and had opened the door. Then she shrieked aloud.
In! (ironville's fingers had boon caught and crushed in the
i.'-or.

•Well, what is it?" demanded her husl)and.

"Oh! nothing, nothing, I have just pricked my finger with
.1 \ ,n."

i'he tienoral's door o{)ened at once. Julie imagined that
;• irruption was due to a sudden concern fcr her, ,ind i ur-ed

licitude in which lovi' had no part. She had barely time to
-' the drossing-closi't, and Lord (Irenvilie iuid not cxtri-

d his hand. The (ieneral did, in fact. a[»pear, Itut his

>
' had mistaken his motives; his apprehensions were en-

tirt'ly on his own account.

iff
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"Can you lend inc a bandana handkerchief? That stupid

fool Charh's heaves nic wiliiout a single one. In the early

(layj: you used to hotlicr nie with loolving after iiie so carefully.

All, well, the lioiu'viuooii did not last very long for me, nor
yet for my cravats. Nowadays 1 am given over to the secular
arm, in the shape of servants who do not care one jack straw
for what I say."

"There
!

'I'liere is a bandana for you. Did you go into

the drawing-room?''

"Xo."

"Oh! you might perhaps have been in time to see Lord
Grenville.

"Is he in Paris?"

"It seems so."

"Oh ! I will go at once. The good doctor."

"But he will have gone by now !"' exclaimed Julie.

The Marquis, standing in the middle of the room, was
tying the handkerchief over his head. He looked complacently
at himself in the glass.

"What has become of the servants is more than I know," he
renuirked. "I have rung the bell three times for Charles, and
he has not answered it. And your maid is not here either.

Ring for her. I should like another blanket on my bed to-

night."

"Pauline is out," the ]\Iar(iuise said drily.

"What, at midnight !" exclaimed the General.
"I gave her leave to go to the Opera."
"That is funny!" returnt'd her husband, continuing to un-

dress. "T thought I saw her coming upstairs."

"She has come in then, of course," said Julie, with assumed
impatience, and to allay any pos<ii)le suspicion on her hus-
band's part she j)retended to ring the bell.

The whole history of that night has never been known, but
no doubt it was as simple and as tragically commonplace as

the domestic incidents that preceded it.

I
=:

H
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Xi'.xt clay '^0 Maniuisc irAiglomonl took to her bed, nor

Mil -he Icav for romc day-;.

•What can have happened in your family so extraordinary

'iiai overv one is talkin.tj ahout your wife?" asked M. de Ron-

.Mirrnllcs'of M. d'Aidc'iiiont a short time after that night of

' ;itastronhes.

"Take my advice and remain a bachelor,'' ?aid d'Aigle-

iiont. "Tlic curtains of Heliiie's cot caught fin', and gave

„iy wife such a shock that it will be a twelvemonth before she

r,".ts over it: so the doctor says. You marry a pretty wife,

nvA her looks fall off; you marry a girl in blooming health,

:„i,l she turns into an invalid. S'ou think she has a passion-

ate temperament, and find her cold, or else under her ap-

parent coldness there lurks a nature so passionate that she

i. the death of vou, or she dishonors your name. Sometimes

the meekest of them will turn out crotchety, though the

, n.tchetv ones never grow any sweeter. Sometimes the mere

rhild. so simple and silly at first, will develop an iron will

to tlnvart you and the ingenuity of a fiend. I am tired of

marriage."

"Or of vour wife?"

"That would be ditRouIt. By-the-by, do you feel inclined

to go to Saint-Thomas d'Aquin with me to attend Lord Gren-

vilfe's funeral?"

"A singular way of spending time.—Is it really known

how he came by his death?" added KomiueroUes.

"His man savs that he spent a whole night sitting on some-

body's window-sill to save some woman's cliaracter, and it has

been infernallv cold lately."

"Such devotion would be highly creditable to one of us old

stagers: but Lord Grenville was a youngster and—an English-

Mian Eno-lishmen never can do anything like anybody else.

"Pooh"'' returned d'Aiglemont. "these heroic exploits all

.|..peiKl upon the woman in the case, and it certainly was not

fur one that I know, that poor Arthur came by his death.
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A TIIDDFN- ORIEF

Between- tlio Soino nnd tho litth' rivor Loing lies a wide flat
eniintrv. >kirt('(l on the one side l)y the Forest of Fontaine-
Idcaii. and marked out as in its soutlicrn limits by the towns
of Mnrct. Montrirau. and Xcmours. It is a dreary coiintrv;
little knolls of hills appear only at rare intervals, and a coppice
here and there anions' the fields affords cover for pime : and
JH'yond. upon every side, stretches the endless grav^'or yellow-
ish horizon ])eculiar to Pieauce, Si.lo<,rne. and Berri.

In the very centre of the plain, at e(pial distances from
Moret and Montereau, the traveler passes the old chateau of
Saint-Lange, standin^r amid surroundin;:s which lack neither
dignity nor stateliness. There are magnificent avenues of
elm-trees, great gardens encircled hy the moat, and a cir-
cumference of walls about a huge manorial pile which
represents th'^; profits of the inaUolc. the gains of farmers-
general, legalized malversation, or the vast fortunes of great
houses now brought low beneath the hammer of the Civil
Code.

Should any artist or dreamer of dreams chance to stray
along the roads full of deep ruts, or over the heavy land which
secures the place again>t intrusion, he will wonder how it

happened that this romanii',' old place was set down in a
t^avanna of corn-land, a desert of chalk, and sand, and marl,
where gaiety dies away, and melancholy is a natural product
of the soil. The voiceless solitude, the monotonous horizon
line which weigh u]»o!i the spirits an' negative beauties,
which only suit with sorrow that refuses to be comforted.

Hither, at the dose of the y(>ar IS-.H), eame a woman, still

young, well known in Paris for her charm, her fair face, and
her wit : and to the immense astonishment of the little village

a mile away, this woman of hii,di rank and corresponding
fortune took up her abode at Saint-Lange.

i
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Frnm time immemorial, funiiors and laliorcrs had si-.mi no

-rtitrv at tho fliat(>au. Th<' e<tat.'. coii-^id.Talth^ tluniL'h it

was. iiad hocn Icfl in charjrc of a land-Mcward and tli(> liousc

to the olil servant^. Whcn-fore tlx' appearance of tlie hidy

nf the manor caused a l<ind "f sensation in llie district.

A jrroup had withered in the yard of tlie wretclied little

uinesliop at the end of the villa^'e (where tiie road forks to

\('iH0\irs and :\Ioret ) to se(> tlie carria,t:e pass. It wimt by

slowly, for the Marquise had come from Paris with her own

horses, and those on the lookout had amjile opjjortunity of

r.tiservinfr a waitinjr-maid. who sat with her l)ack to the

horses holdin-: a little <:irl. with a somewhat dreamy look,

upon tier knee. The child's mother lay hack in the carriajxe;

,-he looked like a dyin.i: woman sent out into country air hy

her doctors as a last resource. Village politicians were hy

no means pleased to see the youn:i. delicate, downcast face;

ili-y had hoped that the new arrival at Saint-Lan^n- would

brinj; some life and stir into the nei^dihorhood. and clearly

Huy sort of stir or movement must he distasteful to rhe sutfer-

inir invalid in the travelin<r carriaire.

That evenin<r. wlien the notables of Saint-Lanpe W(>re drink-

inj: in the prFvate room of the wineshop, the lon.L'est head

ainong them declared that such depression could admit of hut

one construction—the Marquise was ruined. His lordship

the Marquis was away in Sjiain with th(> Due d'An^joulemo

(so tliey said in the papers), and h(>yond a douht lier lady-

ship had come to Saint-Lan-e to retrench after a run of lU-

luek on the Bourse. 'i"he Marquis wa.s one of the greatest

<'amhlers on the face of the globe. Perhaps the estate would

be cut up and sold in little lots. There would be some good

strokes of business to be made in that ease, and it behooved

cvcrvbodv to count up his cash, unearth his savings and to

see how "he stoo<l. so as to secure his share of the spoil of

Saint-Lange.

So fair did this future <eem, that the village worthies,

dying to know whether it was founded on fad, began to think

of ways of getting at the truth through the servants at the
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flialciiii. \onr nf these, however, eoiihl throw iiiiv li;:ht <^n

the ealiiniitv vlnch hiid hroii^rht their riiistres-^ into' the" foiui
trv fit the he-iniiin.i: of wi-iter. niul to the old ehAteau of Saint^
Lanp' of nil |,!;urs. when she niiirht have taken her rhoice of
cheerful eoimlrv-luMises famous for their heautifnl ^janlens.

His worship the mayor called to pav his respecTs ; but h.'

did no! see tin- lad.v. Then the land-steward tried with n..

hotter <\\c(v^f'.

^fadanie la Manpiisc' kept her room, only hnivinp it. whi':
it was set in order, for the small adjoinin:? drawine-room.
where ?ho dined: if. indeed, to sit down to a tahle. to loo'.

with dispist at the dishe.-. and take the precise amount of
nourishment required to prevent death from shoor starvation,
can he called dinin<r. The meal over, she returned at once
to the old-fashioned low chair, in which she had sat since th-
niornini,', in the embrasure of the one window that li^ihted
lier room.

Jler little pirl she only saw for a few minutes dailv. durin-
the dismal dinner, and even for that short time she se(>med
scarcely able to bear (ho child"s presence. Surelv nothini'
but the most unheard-of anguish could have extinguished a
mother'.s lovo so early.

None of the servants wore sufTered to come near, her own
woman was the one creature whom she liked to have about
her; the chateau must be perfectly quiet, the child must plav
at the other end of the house. The slightest sound had grown
so intolerable, that any human voice, even the voice of her own
child, jarred upon her.

At first the whole country.side was deeply interested in these
eccentricities; but time passed on. every' possible hvpothesis
had been advanced to account for them, and the peasants and
dwellers in the little country towns thought no more of the
invalid lady.

So the Marquise was left to herself. She might live on.
perfectly silent, amid the silence which she herself had
created; there was nothing to draw her forth from the tapes-
tried chamber whore her grandmother had died, whither
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whi' hcrsolf had oomc thiii .>!io Tiiiu'lit <lio, gently, without

witnesses, without iiiiportiiniiti' solicitude, without ?ufToring

frniii the insincere dcmonstratioiis of c;:oi.-:ii masquoradinf;

;i> affection, which (loul)!(> the ajrony of deatli in frreal cities.

She was twentv-six vears oM. At that aire, with ph'nty of

rniiiantie illusions still left, th" mind loves to dwell on tho

ilidujrht of death when death seems to come as a friend. B'lt

.vitli voutli. death is coy. coniin,:; u]i close only to go away,

iiowinp himself and hidin.LT apiin. till youth has time to fall

ii nf love wiih him diirini: thi- dalliance. There i? that un-

uTtaintv too that lianas over death's to-morrow. Youth

;ihin;:cs hack into the world of living: men, there to find tho

:Miii more pitiless lliaii death, tliat does not wait to strike.

This woman who refused to live was to know the hitter-

ress of these re])rieves in the depths of her loneliness; in

I'lnral agony, which death would not come to end. she was to

K.rve a terrihle ap[)rentieesl:ip t(i the egoism which must take

I'lie hloom from her lieart and hreak her in to the life of the

world.

This harsh and sorry teaching is the usual outcome of our

arly sorrows. For the first, and perhaps for the last time

;ii her life, the Maniuise dWiglemont was in very truth

-ilVering. And. indeed, would it not he an error to suppose

that the same sentiment can he reproduced in ns? Once

rlevclop the ])ower to feel, is it not always there in the depths

of our nature? The accidents of life may lull or awaken it,

init there it is, of necessity modifying the self, its abiding

place. Hence, every sensation should have its great day once

,ind for all. its first day of storm, he it long or short. Hence,

likewise, pain, the most abiding of our sensations, could be

iceenlv felt only at its first irruption, its intensity diminish-

ing with every subsequent paro.xysm, either because we grow

lecustomed to those crises, or perhaps because a natural in-

stinct of self-preservation asserts itself, and opposes to the de-

.-troying force of anguish an equal but passive force of inertia.

Yet of all kinds of suffering, to which does the name of

anguish belong? For the loss of parents, Nature has in a
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manner |uv,,;irr(l ii> : pliv.-icnl siifftrui;:. iipiin. is an ovil which
p,issi< fAcr us iiiul i~ -one: it lays no liohl upon the soul;

if il p.TM-t,-. it crii^r- tn !'( ;m evil, it is (icatli. The youni:

nu)tli('r In-c- her fir-iiinni. Iiiit v.i'riili'd love ore lonii j^ives her

a succrs.-nr. 'I'liis Lrrii r. \nn. i- tran-icnt. After all, thesi>.

and niaiiy niln'r truuliles like unto them, are in some sort

wounds and hriii-e-: i!ie\ do not sap the spring's of vitalitv.

and (Uilv a -uire-^idn of >uch hlow.- enn crush in us the in-

stinct that -ivks happin.'s>. (inat pain, therefore, pain that

arises to jui^ni-li. ,-lioiild he suH'erinLT >o deailly. that past.

present, and future are alike iiieluded in its ,<:ri|). and no part

of life is left sound and whole. Never aft(T\vards can we

think the same thouLihl.s a> In-fore. Aniruish enjjrraves itself

in inefr,i''enhle characters on mouth and hrow; it passes

thrnu!ili u?-. dcstroyinc: or relaxinfr the sprin<,'s tliat vibrato to

cnjoyiueiit. Icavinir liehin(] in the soul the seeds of a dis,£jii>t

for all thiuLT-^ in this world.

Yet. a!.'ain. to lie nicasundess. to w<>ii,di like this upon hodv
and soul, the Irouhle should hefall when soul and hodv have
just como to their full >trcii;_;!h. and smite down a heart that

heats hi^h with life. Then it is that L^reat scars are made.

Terrible is the aniruish. .\oii(\ it may he. can issue from this

soul-sickness without underiroiuLT some ilramatic change.

Those who survive it. those who remain on earth, return tn

the world to w<'ar an acturV countenance and to play an
actor's part. They know the .~i(le->cenes where actors may
retire to calculate cliarucs. >lied their tears, or pass their jests.

Life holds no inscrutable dark places for those who have

jiassed throuj:h this ordeal: their jud<rments are Hhada-

manthine.

For youn^ women of the Marquise d".\ip:lemont's age, this

first, this most poijinant jiain of all. is always referable to the

same cause. A woman, especially if she is a young woman,
greatly lieautiful. and hy nature great, never fails to stake

lier whole life as instinci and sentiment and society all unite

to bid her. Suppose that that life fails lier, suppose that she

still lives on, she cannot but endure tlie most cruel pangs,

lit
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iI1;l^IIUK•h as a first love is tlio lovrlicst of all. How nonics it

'!i;it tilis catastmitlic has foiiDil u<> |iamt(T. no poet? Ami

,1.1'aii it 1)0 painted? ("an it Ix'siin;:? No: for llw an^/ui-^li

,iri<in- from it clu.l.-s analysis an<l defies the eolors of art.

And more than this, such itain is never eoiifesse(I. To eon-

-1.1, the siilferer. you must he ahle to diviiu> the past whieh

.he hiijrs in t)itternes> to her soul lik<' a remorse; it is like

;in a\ahinclie in a valley; it hiid all waste Ix'forc it found a

IMi'iiianent restiii.L'-plaoe.

The Marquise was sufforinir from tliis anguish, whieh will

r.>r Ion;: remain unknown, her.auso the whole world eondemns

It, while sentiment eht>rishes it. and the (n^^eienee of a true

woman justifies her in it. It is with sueii pain as with ehil-

.Irm steadilv disowned of life, and therefore hound more

.lo-rly to the mother's heart than other ehildren more

hi.tmteouslv endowed. Never, perhaps, was the awful eatas-

irophe in whieh the whole world without dies for us, so deadly,

so eomplete, so eruelly a;r?ravated hy cireunistanee as it had

heen for the Marqui.se. The man whom she had loved was

voun;: and trenerous; in ohedicneo to the laws of the world,

i-he irail refused herself to his love, and he had died to save

a womans honor, as the world calls it. 'i'o whom eouhl she

speak of her misery? Her tears would he an otfem-e against

h.T hushand, the origin of the tragedy. P.y all laws written

and unwritten she was hound over to sileiiee. .\ woman woukl

have enjoyed the story; a man would have schemeil for his

own benefit. Xo; such grief as hers can only weep freely in

solitude and in loneliness: she must consume her jiain or bo

ronsumed by it; die or kill something within her—her eon-

;-iicnce, it may be.

Day after dav she sat gazing at the llat horizon. It lay

.,ut before her like her own life to come. There was nothing

to discover, nothing to hope. The whole of it could be seen

It a irlance. It was the visible presentment in the outward

worldof the chill sense of desolation which was gnawing rest-

lessly at her heart. The mi>ty mornings, the pale, bright

skv,'the low clouds scudding under the gray dome of heaven.
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flt(<'(l with th(> moods of her soiil-sickticss. ITcr heart did nof

contriict. \\;is ncillicr iruin' iior !('-;> ijrcd. iMthfi- it ^ci.m"'!

an if her youth, in its full hjossoni, was -loulv tiirtH-d fn

stone liy an jinL'uish infolcriihlc hiTMii^c it \v,i- hiirrcn. She

Hiitrcrt'd throiifrh hcr-flf nnd for lirr-rlf. Ilou- cniild it rni

Have in sd f-jil)sor])t ion !- ['lHv tortiirinir thoipj-hts prolnil 'kt

ronscicncc. Candid sclf-cMiinination pninouin cd tlint -he

was douhk', then- were two M'lves within her: a woman whn
felt and a wonian who lhoni:ht : a self that -ntrcp-d uni! ;,

Folf that woiihl fain sniTer no lon<rf.r. Ilcr mind travi'lcil

baek to the jovs of eliildi-h day.-; tlu'y ha<l iroiie hv. and siir

had never known how iiappy they were. Scenes erowdi'd up

in her memory as in a hriirht mirror i:Ia>-. to demonstrati'

the (loe(>ption of a marriaLre which, all that it -liould hi^ in

tlio eyes of the world, was in reality so wretcheil. What had

the delicate pride of yonntr womanhood done for her—the

bliss fore^'one. the saerifiees made to the world? Kvervthin^

in lier expresse<l love, awaited love; her movements still were

full of porfeet praee ; htT smile, her charm, were hers as be-

fore; why? she asked herself. The sense of her own youth

and diysical loveliness no more affected her than sf)me mean-

ingless reiterated sound. Her very h(^auty had {jrown iii-

tojcrahle to her as a useless thinjr. Slie shrank a,i:hast from

the thouglit that throuL'h the rest of life she must n-main

an incomplete creature; had not the inner .self lost its jMnver

of receivinf; impressions with that zest, that e.Miuisite sense

of freshness which is the spring of so much of life's glad-

ness? The impressions of the future would for the most part

he effaced as soon as received, and many of the thoughts

which once would have moved her now would move hir no

more.

After the childhood of the creature (hiwns the childhood of

the heart; but lliis sc'oiid infancy was o\er, licr lover iiip

taken it down willi l..m into tiie grave. The longings of

youth remained; she was young yet; hut the completeness of

youth was gone, and with that Io>t completeness the whole

value and savor of life had diminished somewhat. Should she
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,, . alwiivs hour within Ikt tlic scc.l- of .-a(liic>s and mi-^(ru<L

,, i.l'v tc't-Tcw ui.nn.l n.lM'tnnt inn nf it. -[.rin^'tidf of f.T\nr?

, nn^.iou'- -Ik- mnM nhvay> he that noth.mir cmil.l j.'ivr her

,,,v thr happitK'-- M) lon<:cil for, tliat xvni.'d so fair m Iwr

,;.,,,,„,. Thr lire from hravcn that >h.M|s ahrnad its li.irlit

,,. thr luart. in ihr <!a\vn of h.vo. liad 1 n qiKMK'h.d in tcarr-.

,1„. lir-t real t.ars which she had >hcd ; li.'n.vforth she must

j.viv^ -iitr.'f. iMcausc it was no loii'/cr in htr power to he

^u^,t on.v sho nn-ht liavo hoon. Thi> i> a hol.rf wln.h turns

,;- Ml av.Tsioii and lultorncss of spirit from any i.rotfon'd n-w

-'.li^'lit. . . .

Julie had como to lo<.k at life from the point of viow of

.. ahont to die. Younj: thou-h she f.It. th.- heavy wei-ht

of invloss davs had fallen uiion her. and left her hroken-

.nirited and old hefore her iime. With a despairing ery. she

i-ked the world what it could frive her in exchanp' for the

l,,ve now lost. I.v which she had lived. She asked herself

-uu^ther in that 'vanished love, so chaste and pure, her will

,,,d not hem m..re criminal than her deeds, and chose

i„ helieve herself K'uiltv. partly to alfront the world, partly

f„r her own consolation, in that she had niis>ed the close

rnion of body and soul, which diminishes the pam of the one

who is left h'ehind l>v the knowled>:e that .)nce it has known

an<i given joy to the full, and retains within itself the im-

press of that which is no more.

Something of the niortilication of the actress cheated of

iier part mingled with the i)aiii which thrilled through every

lihre of her heart and brain. Her nature had I), en thwarted,

tier vanity wounded, her woman's generosity cheated of self-

Micriiice
' Then, when she had raised all these (piestions, set

Mhratin" all the springs in tlio.-e dilferent phases of being

which we distinguish as social, moral, and ])liysical. her ener-

.Mc- were so far exhausted and rela.xed that she was powerless

"xn <M-a<p a single tliouuht amid the chase of conflicting ideas.

Sometimes as the mists fell, she would tlirow her window

ufK.n. and would stay there, motionless, hreathing in unheed-

inglv the damp earthy scent in the air, her mind to all ap-
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ppiiriinrc nn niiintclliu'i'r.t liliink. for tlw ccM-ch's- huriliii of

^^orniw litiitHiiiii'.' in lnr lir;ilti h'fl Iht ilcif to <'iirtirs h.ir-

innriir- iiii'l iii-iii-ili!i' to tln' i!rli.rlits of tli(>ip_'|it.

One (l;iy. inwiinls iicntti. wlun the -uii >li.iii.. out tnr a litil.'.

hor iiiiii'l c;iii!c III without a .-iiiiiiimiis.

*''l'lii< is till' I'liiirtli tiiiir lli.it M. Ic Ciiiv lia- come to <••.•

Mmi'. la Maf(|iii>r; to-day lie i^ ~o ilclcriinin'il about it, that

we ilid not know what to till liiin."

"lie lias cniiu' to ii-k for >oiiir moiicv for the poor, no

doiilit : tak(> him t wcntv-livc loui-: from me."

Thf woman went otil\ to r^ turn

"M. le Curt' will not take tho money, my lady; he want?;

to (-|u'ak to you."'

"'I'licn let him conn'I" said Mine. d'Aiudfrnont. with an

involuntary .-hriiu' whirli aiiL'uml ill tor the priot's rni p-

tioii. l-'.vidcntly tin' lady iiir.iiit to put a stop to pcrsociit ion

by a >liorl and sharp nu't !iod.

.Mine. d'Aiidciuont hail lo>t her mother in her earh ehihi-

hood : and as a naiiiral (oiiM'cpietiee in her hriiiL'inu'-up. she

had felt the inlluenees of the relaxed notions which loosened

the hold (d' reIiL;ion iijioM Frame diiritnr the h'evoliition.

Piety is a womanly virtue whnh women alone can reallv

instil; and the MaripiiM'. a child of the ei::hteenth century.

had adopted her I'atlu'r's creed of philosophism, and practised

no reli^Mous ohM'rvaiices. A priest, to her way of thinkini.'.

was a civil servant of very doulitful etility. in her present

))()sition, the teacliin;: of religion could only poison her

wounds; .-lie had, moreover, hiit scanty faith in ihe li;,dits of

coiintrv cure,-, and made up her iiiiiid to |)ut tiiis one <:entlv

but lirmly m his place, and to rid hcr>elf of him, after tiie

manner of the rich, hy hestowiiiLr a henellt.

At first siuht of the cure the .Mari|uise felt no inclination

to chan^'e her miml. She ^,lw hcfore her a stout, rotund little

man, with a ruddv, urmkled, eld(>rly face, which awkwanliv

and unsuccessfully trie 1 to smile. His hald. ipia(liant-sha|>eil

forehead, furrowed \i\ iitcr-ecting lines, was too heavy for

the rest of b't- lace, wl.icli scH'uied to be dwarfed bv it. A
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'r ii-f nf scanty wliitf hair ciirin l''i| tlif hmk of In- li< ul.

' ..|;i i,-f rciiclicd liis rars. Vet Mic prir'«;t looki'il a- if by

,iv iif liiul a p'liial .li>|M.,>innii; ins ilii< k 111'-, '"^ ^lif-'litly

m! ii'p-c. In- clnn, wtmli \aiii-lii-.| in a dnuljlr fold of

! !, -. all tiiarkrd liiiii out as a man who took clici-rfiil

., - nf life.

\t lir-t llif Map|Ui-r >aw iioihiiiL' Imt ttu'sc salient charnp-

ti,,_ >,iit ;it till' tlr-l vofil shr ua- >tr\i'k hv i'm- swcct-

wf th" -prakiT"- v.iici', |,( nkini' at liini \u'>r<- clu-dv. she

iliat tii.-rv(- iiiidtT the L'ri:'/lf:l (-vhn.w- had -lu'd li'ars,

: ill- face, tui-ncd m |>nili!.'. woit -o suhliriw an itnpn-s^

• :• -arrow, tliai th'' Manini'^'' ri'coi.'ni/rd tin' man in \\\'- .un'-.

Madanif la Man|ui-o. iln' rlih only conic within our

: ..\iticc when tiicy arc in troid.lc It i- easy tf> see that the

oiilile- of a voiniL'. hcantifiil, and wealthy married woman.

nhn ha- lost neither children I'or relative-, arc cau-ed hy

mills wliox- pariLT- rclitrion a'one (an soothe. ^ our soul is

i dan^'er. tiiadaine. 1 am not spcakiiiL' iiow of tlic liereaftcr

Aaich awaits iH. No. 1 am not m tlie confe-ioiial. But it

- iiu- duly, is il not. to open your eyes to your future life

i , re On eartli? Vou will pardon an old man. will you not,

'V importunitv which has your own happinc-s for its oliject ?
"

•'riierc is no more h,ippine-< for me, mon^icur. I shall

^."11 he. as vou say. in your province; hut it will he for over."

•Xav. mJidame. Yoii will iu)t die of this pain which lies

!.riivy upon you, and can he read in your faco. If you had

.. n destineil to die of it, you would not he here at Saint-

i.MiL'e. A definite re;:ret is not ?o deadly as lioju' deferred.

i .ive known other- ]>ass tliroiiLrh more intolerable and more

'fill anuuish. and yet they live."'

The Manpiise looked intrediilou-;.

•Madame. I know a man whose atlhction was so sore that

..iir trouble would seem to you to be light eomjiared with

l'erhai)s the lon.i: solitary hours had iie^'un to hanu' heavily;

;
. rliaps iu the recesses of the Mar(iui>e".- mind lay the thouirht

liiat here was a friendly heart to whom she might be able
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to pour out hor tronldcs. However il was, sho gave tho eun'
a (jiiostifminir L'lanec wliieii eoiilil not lie mistaken.
"Madame," he eoiilinueil. -the man of whom I tell yo i

had but three children lel'i of a oiice lar^^e family circii

Tic Inst his parriit>. his dauirliler. and lii< wi IV. whom ho dear'-

lovod. He was left aione at hi-r on 'he little farm where li-

had lived so happily for so loiii:. Hi- Miree sons wore in the

army, and each of the lads had ri-'ii in jjpoportion to hi-

time of service. During the Hundred Day.-, the oldest wen?
into the (iuard with a colonel's commission; liie second was
a major in the artillery: the yo\ini:est a major in a regiment
of dragoons. Madami\ those three hoys loved their father a?

much as he loved them. If you hut knew how careless young
fellows grow of home ties when they are carried awav l)v the

current of tlieir own live-, you would realize from this one
little thing how wartidy they loved the lonely old father, who
only lived in and for them—never j. week pas.-ed without a

letter from one of tlie hoys. Hut then he on his side had
never been weakly indulgent, to lessen their respect for him:
nor unjustly .severe, to thwart their affection: nor apt to

gr'.dge sacrillces. the thing that estrang(>s children's hearts.

Tie had heen more than a father; he had been a brother to

them, and their friend.

"At last he went to Paris to bid them good-bye before t'ney

set out for Belgium ; he wishe(l to see that they had good
horses and all that they needed. .\nd so they went, and the

father returned to his home again. Then tiie war began.
He had letters from Fleurus, and again from liigny. All

went well. Then came the Itattle of Waterloo, and vou know
the rest. France was ])lunged into mournin!.:; everv familv
waited in intense an.xiely for news. Vou mav imaffine.

tnadame, how the old man waited for tidings, in anxietv that

knew no peace nor rest. He used to read the gazettes: he

Went 10 the coacli ollice every day. One excnini: he was told

that the colonel's .servant had come. The man was riding

his master's liors(—what need was there to ask anv <jue^-

tions':'—the colonel was dead, cut in two l)v a shell. Before
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•",. cvoniii;! was out the '.oun^rcst ?onV stTViUU arrived—the

, .uiiL'Pst had died on tl'ir evo of ill-' battle. At midnight

,.nii,-~a jninner with tidin--^ of tl;e death of tlie hi?t
;
upon

,!,nni. in tliose few hours, the i)oor fatluT liad centered all

i,> life. Madame, they nil had fallen."*

After a pause the gooil man controlled his feeling?, and

., ^Afd gentlv:

"And their father is still living, madanie. He realized

;. :U if (Jod had left him on earth, he was bound to live on

;i'.l ;;utfer on earth; but he took refuge in the sanctuarj-.

Wliat could lie be?"

The Marquise looked uj) and saw the cure's face, grown

^;illlinle in its sorrow and resignation, ami waited for him to

^pcak. When the words came, tears broke from her.

"A priest, madame; consecrated by his own tears pre-

x'n V shed at the foot of the altar."

Silence prevailed for a little. The Marquise and the cure

linked out at the foggy landscape, as if they could see the

liLMires of those who were no more.

Not a priest in a city, but a simple country cure," added

tic.

"At Saiut-Lange," she said, drying her eyes.

"Yes, madame."'

Never had the niajestv of grief .<eemed so great to Julie.

The two words sank 'straight into her heart with the weight

of an inlinite sorrow. The gentle, sonorous tones troubled

l.r heart. Ah! that full, deep voice, charged with ])langent

vibration, was the voice of one who had sull'ered indeed.

"And if 1 do not die. monsieur, what will become of me?"

'I'he Marquise spoke almost reverently.

"Have you not a hild, madame?"'

•'"i'es," she said stitlly.

The cure gave her such a glance as a doctor gives a patient

•vvhose life is in danger. Then he determined to do all that

m him lay to combat the evil spirit iuto whose clutches she

lad fallen.

"We must live on with our sorrows—you see it yourse:lf.
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iiiiKlaino. and roli.L'ion iiloiu' offers us real consolation. Will
you {urniit mo to conio a.L'ain ?—(o speak to vou as a nuin
who can s.vmpatliize willi (>verv troul.le. a man almut whom
there is notliin,;: verv ahirmimr. I think:-"'

'•Yes. monsieur, come l)ack a^u^ain. Tiiank vou for your
thou^'lit of me."

'•Very well, madanie; then 1 >]iall return verv shortly."
This visit relaxed the tension of soul, as it were: tho heavv

strain of irrief and loiK^liness had heen almost too nuieli for
the .Manpiise's .-tren-lh. The priest's visit had l(>ft a sootli-
injr halm in her heart, iiis words thrilled thromrh her with
healing inlluenee. She he;:an to feel somelhiiii: of a prisoner's
satisfaetion. when, after he lias had lime to feel his utt.T
loneliiu-ss and the wei-ht of his chains, he hears a noij^hhor
knocking on iiie wall, and welcomes the souml which hrini:s
a sense of human fellowship. Here was an unhoped-for coiiii-

dant. But this feelimr did not last for long. Soon she sank
back into the old bitterness of spirit, saying to herself, as the
])risoner might say, that a companion in misfortune could
neither lighten her own bondage nor her future.

In the first visit the cure had feared to alarm the sus-

ceptibilities of self-absorbed grief, in a second interview he
hoped to make some progress towards ridigion. He came back
again two days later, atid from the Mar<|ui.H'"s welcome it wa>
plain that she had looked forward to the visit.

"Well. .Mine, la Manpiise. have you given a little tlionirlit

to the great mass of human sutl'ering? Have you raised your
eyes above nur earth and .seen the immensity of the universe?—the worlds i)eyond worlds which crush our vanitv into in-

signilicance, and with our vanity reduce our sorrows?"
'"No. monsieur." she said; "1 cannot rise to such heights,

our social laws lie too heavily upon me, and rend my heart
with a too poignant anguish. And laws perhaps are less cruel
than tlie usages of the world. Ah ! the world !"'

"Madame, we must obev both. Law is the doctrine, and
custom the pra<'lice of >o(iety.''

"Obey society?' cried tlic Manpiise, with an involuntary

II



A WOMAN OF 1 illKTY a-s

,.lui(l'l<T. "Eh: monsieur, it i:^ the source of all our woes.

Cim] laid down no hiu to iiiiike us tnisenilile ; Imt mankind,

uniting' to,<:etlier in social life, have [nTverted (Jod's work.

( ivili/.ation deals harder measure to us woitieii than nature

!," . Nature imposes upon us jihysieal s\ilTerini: whieli you

i,:r.e not alleviated; civilization ha> developed in us thoufrhts

,:i.l t'eelin;rs whieli vou cheat continually. N'ature extor-

iiijiates the weak ; you condemn them to live, and hy so doin<r,

((iii-ign tiiem to a life of misery. The whole weiLdit of the

,,idcn of marriaire, an institution on which societv is hased,

fill^ \ipon us; for the man liherty, duties for the woman.

We must <:ive up oui whole live« to you, you are only hound

[n irive us a few moments of yours. A man, in fact, makes

,
i lioice. while we hlindly suhmit. Oh. monsieur, to you I can

H'ak freely. Marriaire. in tlu'se days, seems to me to be

: -alixed prostitution. This is the cause of my wretcliedness.

l',:it amonf; so many miserahle creatures i?o nnhap[)ily yoked,

I alone am hound U) he silent. I alone am to blame for my

n.!-.'rv. .My marriajie was my own doin<r."'

She stopped shf)rt. and hitter tear?' fell in the silence.

•in the depths of my wretchedness, in the midst of this

-•I of distress," she went on. '"1 found some sands on which

1 >et foot and sull'er at li'isure. .\ ^reat tempest swept

. rvthing awav. .\nd here am I. helpless and alone, too

\\ ak to cope with storms."'

•\Ve are never weak while God is with us." said the priest.

.Vnd if your craviii;!is for alfectioii cannot lie satisfied here

><\ earth, have you no duties to perform?"'

•Duties continually!"" she exclaimed, with something of

.nipatience in her tone. "Uut wh(>re for me are the .-enti-

i',.'iits which give us strength to perform tliemy Nothing

•lua nothing, nothing for nothing.— this, moii-ieur. is one of

;m' most inexorable laws of nature, physical or spiritual.

.\.juld vou have llie.~e Irec.^ break into loaf without the sap

'>,hich swells the buds? It is the same with our human na-

: :ri'; and lu me the sap is dried up at its source."

1 am nut going to speak to you of religious sentiments
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of which resignation is horn." ^nid the cun'', "but of mother-
hood, iii;i(hiiiii', surely

"Stop, iiionsioiir !"' >;nil liu' M;in|iiis('. ••with von I will li.

sincere. Alas! in rntnrc I can be -incerc with no one; I

am comK'inncd in I'alx'liood. 'I'lic world rc(|uiros continual

frriniaccs, and wc arc hidden to ohev its convention-; if we
would e-caiH' reproach. There are two kinds of inotherlmod,

monsieur; once 1 knew notldnLf of such distinctions, hut I

know them now. Only half of me has hecome a mother; it

were better for me if I hail not lieen a mother at all. Helcni'

is not lii.< child 1 Oh I do not start. \t Snint-LanLre there arc

volcanic dejitlis whence come lurid irleams of liirht and earth-

quake shocks to shake the fra.u'ile edifices of lawg not based

on nature. T have home n child, that i.- ennufrh, T am a

mother in the eye of the law. i?ut you, monsieur, with your
delicately compassionate >oul. can perhaps understand thi-;

cry from an unhappy w(ui!an who has sutfereil no Ivinir illu-

sion? to enter her heart, (iod will jikIl^c me, but sundy f

have only obeyed His laws by givin;: way to the affections

which He Him-eif set in me, and this I have learned from
my own soul.—What i^ a child, mon.-ieur, but the ima<re of

two beiniTS, the fruit of two sentiments spontaneou.slv

blended:- I'nless it is owned by every fibre of the body, as

by every chord of temlerness in the iieart ; rnlos it recalls

the bliss of love, the hours, the plac<'s where two creatures
were liaj)py, ilieir words that overflowed with the music of

Immanity, and th-ir sweet ima,i:inin,irs, that cliild i< an incom-
plete ereaticm. Yes, those two should hnd the poetic dream.s
of their intimate double life realized in their child as in an
exquisite miniature; it should be for them a never-failinLT

sprinir of emotion, implying their wlude past and their whole
future.

"My poor linle Helene is her father's child, the offspring
of duty and of chance. l!i me .-he liiids nothing hut the af-

fection of instinct, the woman's natural comjiassion for the

child of her womb. Socially spe.-iking, I am above reproach.
Have 1 not sacrificed my life and my happiness to my child?



'W'

A WOMAN OI' THIRTY 87

lliT fries go to IllV li.'iirt : if .-lie were to fall into the water,

-null I.Ui)rin'' to siivi luT. l)Ut

All! love .-ft iiic drcaniin^u' ol a iiiotluf

f^ not in niv hoart.

rliood far frroater

all' 1 more conipli'tc. In a vani •lied (Ircain I IhM in inv arms

;, ,iiild confcivcd in dc.-iiv licforc it \va~ hnrottcn. the cx-

';iii.itf flower <d' life that lllo^^on!^ in the soul l.rff.re it ?ees

,hr lidit of (lav. I am llelrneV mother only in the sense

• h.it f hrouiiht^her forth. When she needs me no lonsxor,

iirre will he an end of my motherhood; with the extinction

f ihe cau.-e. the effects will cease. If it is a woman's adorahle

preroLiative that her motherhood may last throuirh her ehihVa

iifi.. >urely that divine persistence of sentiment is due to the

f.ir-reaehinjr f.'.lorv of the conception of the soul':' Unless a

, hild lias Lain wrapped ahout from life's tirst beginnings by

ilie motiicr's soul, tiie instinct of motlierho,)d dies in her as

,11 the animals. This is true; 1 feel that it is true. As

i!,v poor little one grows older, my heart closes. My sacrifices

have driven us apart. And yet 1 know, monsieur, that to

another child mv heart wouhfliave gone out in iROxhaustible

love: for that other I should not ha\e known what .sacrifice

meant, ail had been delight. In this, monsieur, my in>tincts

are stronger than reason, stronger than religion or all else

111 me. Does the woman wiio is neither wife nor mother sin

in wishing to die when, for her misfortune, she has caught

a t:limpse'"of the infinite beauty of love, the limitless joy of

Miotherhood ? What can become of her? I can tell you what

-tic feels. 1 cannot put that memory from me so resolutely

hut that a hundred time-, night ami day. visions of a happi-

ness, greater it mav be than the reality, rise before me. fol-

lowccfby a shudder which shakes brain and heart and body,

i'.efore these cruel visions, my feelings and thoughts grow

eulorless, and I ask myself. 'What would my life have been

She hid her face in her hands and burst into tears.

"There you see the depths of my heart!" she continued.

-For hi< child 1 could have ac(|uie>(ed in any lot however

dreadful. He who died, bearing the burden of the sins of the
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wor'd, will for^'ive tins tlioii^iit of which I am dying; ;,ut

thf world, I know, is nnTcilc.-s. lii its cars mv words iirc

Wasplioinio: 1 ;iiii outra.ijiiig all its codis. Oh I that I oouM
wa;:i' war a,Lraiiii~t this world and hrcak <U>\vn atid rcfashidii

its laws and tradaions! Has it not turned all my tlioiij^ln...

and iV'flin-.-. an 1 lon;.nngs, and hopes, and every "libro in me
into so niajiv .-ouitc- nf pain? Spoiled my future, present.

and past? For me the dayli.irht is full of gloom, my thoughts
pieree me like a sword, my child i.- and is not.

"Oh, when ITelene s])eaks to me, 1 wish that her voice were
diircreit, when she looks into my face 1 wish that she had
other eyes. She constantly keej)s me in mind of all that

should have been and is not. 1 cannot hear to have h(<r near
me. 1 smile at her. 1 try to makt' uj) to her for the real

aifection of which she is defrauded. 1 am wretched, mon-
sieur, too wretch(>d to live. And I am sup[)osed to be a pat-

tern wife. And I have committed no sins. And I am re-

spi'cted I 1 have fo.ight down forbidden love which spranir

up at unaware.- within me; but if 1 have kept the letter ,,f

the law. have I kept it in my heart? There has never been
but one here."" she >aid. laying hi'r right hand on her breast,

"one and no other; and my child feels it. Certain looks and
tones and gestures mould a child's nature and my poor little

one feels no thrill in the arm 1 put about her. no tremor
comes into my voice, no softness into my eyes when 1 speak

to her or take her up. She looks at me. and 1 cannot endure
the rej)roach in her eyes. There are times when 1 shudder
to think that some day she may be my judge and condemn
her mother unheard. Heaven grant that hate nuiy not grow
up between u.- ! Ah I (iod in heaven, rather let the tond) open
for me. rather let mi' end i. y days here at Saint-Langel—

1

want to go back to the world wliere I shall find my other soul

and become wholly a mother. Ah I forgive me, sir, I am
mad. Tho.-c words were choking me; now they are spoken.

Ah I you are uee})inu too I You will not despise me "

She he.ird the child come in from a walk. "Helene. mv
child, come here I"" she called. The words sounded like a crv

of despair.

IP
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The little girl ran in. Ijiimhin^^ nn •allinji to lior iiiotlior

tliat Mill

!.rlit ; hut lit the iiijrht ol

tiler's tears slir -rcw iiuict of a sudden, and went up
a buttertlv wliich slie liail eau

ie. and received kiss on her forehead.

•She will Ik- verv Iteantil'iil some day," saiil the priest.

•She 1; her father's ehild." said the Mar-piiM <issing

htlle one w itli eai:er warm th. as if slie meant to pay a

the

debt

it atl'ection or to extin.iruish some

-How hot vou are, mamma
feelini: of remorse.

here go awav, mv amrel," said the Marquise.

The child went. She did not seem at all sorrv to go; phe

I not look hack: ..lad perhaps to escape from a sad face

d instinetivelv comprehending already an antagonism o f

Icril ng in its expressK )n. A mother's love finds language m

-laile thev are a part of the div me right of mother hood.

The ^lanpiise ( ou Id not smile. She flushed red a she felt

he eUH' s ( ves. She had hoped to ai t a miithcr's part before

jni. but neither she nor her child could deceive him. .Vnd,

lee( when a woman loves sincerely in tiie kiss she gives

th(

the

re is a divine honev : it is as if a soul were breathed forth

the caress, a subtle llame of fire which brings warmth to

is meagre

He could
heart; the kiss that lacks tliis delicious unction i

formal. The i)riest had felt the dilTerence

mot herhood of the
fathom the depths that lie l).'twe(>n t

, ,, •

llesh and the motherhood of the heart. H.' gave the Manjuise

a keen, s;crutinizinir alanee, then he said

'You are right, madame: i t W(,uld be better for you if

vou were

"Ah!"

dead

she ericd. '"then vou know all my m iserv ; I see

vou

termin

iiut

do if. Christian priest as vou are. you can guess my de-

ation to die and sanction it I meant to die.

1 have lacked th<- courage. Tlie spirit was strong, but

hand (U 1 not tremble, th
ihe Hesh was wt'ak. and wiien my

-pirit within me wavered.
'

"1 do not know the reason of these inner striiggU

alternations. 1 am very pitiably a w,,man no ^

inv will, strong

and

JVd bt. w ak ir.

only to Itne. Oh. 1 <lespise myself. At night.
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when jill my hmiMlinld w.is a-lci'p, I wniild fro out hravelv

as far a.- ihc lake; hiii uiiin I >tu()(l on \\\r lirink. niv fow-

ariiicc -liraiik i'mm .Mir-(|c-.trii(tioii. 'I'n you 1 will corfcs-

my «cakiM'>v Wlicu i la_\ iii tii\ Im'iI, ;r_'ain. .-liaine would
comi' over uii'. ami (nuraL:r would (•i.iiic lia.k. Once I took

a do.-c of lauilaiiuiii : I ua- ill. luii 1 ijni not i;ic. 1 thouL'tii

i had oniptifil the [iliial. Imt I had (nily takiii half the dose."

"You aic \n>\. niadaino." llic iiin'. >aid LTavtdv. with t('ar>

in Ill's voice. •'Von will l'o h;;ik into the world, and you will

deceive the world. "S'ou will seek and liiid a conipeii.sation

(as you imafriiie it to lio) fop vnnr woi-: then will come a.

day of reekiuiiriLT for your pleasiiro
""

"Do you think."* she erird. "that / shall he-tow the last,

the most ]»reeious trea-iires of my iieart iipon the lir-t l)ase im-

jiostor who can play tlu' eonieily of pa-sinii r 'I'hat I would pol-

lute my life for a moment <d'douhiful ])leasure? No: the tlairic

which shall consume my soul >ha!l ho love, and nothinfr hut

love. All men, mon-ieur, have the sen-es of their sex. but

Jiot all have the man's s(uil which satisllcs all the require-

ments of our nature, drawinir out the melodious harmouv
which never breaks forth save in response to the pressure of

feeling. Su^ h a soul is not found twice in our lifetime.

The future that lies Ixd'ore me is hideous; I know it. A
woman is nothing without love; beauty is nothing without

pleasure. And even if happiness were otl'ereil to nie a second

time, would not the world frown upon it ? I owe mv daiiLditi r

an honored mother. Oh I I am condemned to live in an iron

circle, from which there is hut one shameful wav of escape.

The round of family duties, -i thankless and irk.-ome task.

is in store for me. 1 shall curse life; hut my child shall have

at least a fair semblance of a mother. 1 will give her treasures

of virtue for the trea.-ures of love of which I defraud her.

"I have not even the mother's desire to live to enjov her

child's happiness. 1 have no belief in hajipiness. What will

llelene's fate be? .My own. beyond doubt. ilow can a

mother insure that the man to wIkuu ^he gives her dauirhter

will be the husband of lur heart? You pour scorn on the

•:-
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,„,..ral.l.' cmituri- wlin srll thcii.x'lvrs f..r a fow coins

,,, ,„v pa<'^.T-l)V. thnu;:li wani Miid liun,-.T al.M.lv the bru-t

;,,„'„„• wliil.- a.H.tluT u.iinn. h..rr:M- fnv <ivaW -tlu r n..-nns

. ,„l..ratr.l. nav. (.nrnura-.'d. l.v H.ri.tv. aii.l a ymui- and

:„„„,Hit -irl IS marru.d U> a man wl.n,,, .!.• has only mo

.,,.,.,„nal'lv .h.rin- the pivvio.w ihiT.' month-. She i< sol.

„,.'h,.r v.holo lif.tim.'. It is ini- that thr prir. .^ hi-li

.

I,- v„M allow h.T no .omp.'nsation l'>r li-r ^orrov,-. you mi-ht

, ',,.,.! r.-pcct her: hut im. th.' nm-t virtuou- ol women caii-

„ ,, i..cap.' ralumnv. This is our Uuv in it> douhlo a-p<rt.

o„„n prostitulion'an.l -ha.no . sc.toI proM.tution an.l un-

„;,„,„„,.. \. fur the poor, portionlr- -ifls. thoy may die

„, ,!„ ,„ad. without a soul to pity tluni. IVautv and v.rtuo

„.,."„„t n.arkctahl- in tho Inr/aar wlion- souls and hodic-s aro

,:,„,,,,, ,n,l ,old-in the dm of s.lfi.l.noss whuh von rail

iHv Whv not di-inhrrit <lau:ihtn->? Thm. at h^a^t. vou

,„,„ht fuliil one of tho laws of natur.'. and -uulcd hy your

.HU inclination-, choose y.uir companion-.

-Madame, from vour talk it is clear to m.' that neither the

.,„rit of family nor the sen>e .d" reli-ion appeals to vou

Uhv -houl.l vou he-itate hetwe, . the claims ot the social

.Highness which irritates you. and the purely per-onal selhsh-

,,,..< which craves satisfactions
"

. . i i„

•The familv. .uonsuau—does such a thinir exist 1
Ic-

,.:,„„ to recocrnize as a family a knot of indivulu.!- Indden

i,v -oeietv to divide th" propertv after the ,l..ath ot iather

.,,,,1 mother, and to ,tro their separate wavs. .\ ian.ilv means

, temporary association of person- hn-uLd-.t to.etl.T hv no

n,|l o their own. dis-olved at on.v !>v death. Our la.s have

J'lr, up homes and e-tate-. and the old faiuilv trad, ,on

Mande-n down from ..en.-rationto .reneration. I see nothing,

.,,t wreck and ruin ahout me."

••Madame, vou will onlv return to (.od when II, >
hand

.,a-heen heavv upon vou. and 1 prav that vou have time

,.„..u.d, ^nven to vou in whi.h to make vour I"'^'''''?'.' V
''''^

In-tead of l.H.kins to heaven for condort. vou are fi.xni.- vour

..ves on earth. Fhilosoplusm anH per.-onal interest have in-
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•.;iili-(l ynur luart : lik'" iIh' rinlilr n 'if ilic -(•(|itic.il riL'liti'i'iiMi

(ciitiiry, villi iirc <lriil' to liif \n'nc nf rcliLricn. Tlic plcasiiri-

of this lit'i' liriiii: iHitliiiiLr l>iit iiiiiTv. Vou iiri' iilioiit to luaki'

jin i\(li;m;:r ol' MH-niw-, lliiit is all."

She sinilfd liiltcrly.

''F will I'al-il'y yniir [ii-i'i|irt ioti^," slii' said. "I shall iir

fililhl'nl to llllll who ilicil (nv Iiir,"

"SuiTow." Ill' ;ul^\V(^l li, "i- not likely to live lon^' save i:i

souls (liscipliiii il hy nliLMoii."" aixl hi' lowcml his I'ycs r^'-

SjH'Ct fully lest till' .M:ili|ui-r .-llolliil I'rad his iloulits in tlU'tll

Thr riiiTLry of licr outlmr.-t had Lrrirvi'd him. lir had M'.ri

tlu* self that liirki'd hi'iiralh -o many i'oriii«. and di'«|>iiin'd of

softi'niiiLT ii hoar! wli;: h a;llirtion sri'iiii'd to -rar. Thi' diviri''

Sowit's .-rrd ronid iioi t.ik'' root in siich a soil, and II;-

^Tntlo Noire was ilroUlled hy the el.imorous outcry of self

pity. Yr\ the t-'ood man returned aiiain and airain with an

a|ti:-tle"s eariie-t per- i-I eiice. liroiiudit haek hy a lio],e of lead-

ini: >o nohle and pmud a >oiil to (iod; until the day when

he iiiaik' the di^eovery that the .Maripii-e oidy eared to talk

with him heeau-e it \'.as ,-\\eet to speak of him who was no

more, lie would not lower his mini-try hy eondonin<f her

j)as.-ioiK and loiitiiied the conver.-ation iiioro and more t'l

gi'm'ralitii"< and eommonjilaees.

SpriiiLr came, and with the spi'imr the Marquise found dis-

traetion from her deep melaneholy. She husied herself for

lack of other oei .,:)ation with lier estate, niakin>r iniprove-

inents for amusement.

In Oetoher she left the old ehateau. In the life of leisure

at Saint-Laii^'e she had reeovend from her irrief and irrown

fair and fresh. Her L'rief had heen violent at tirst in it-

course, astheipioit hurled forth with all the player.- stremrth.

and like the inioit after many oseillations. each feehler than

the last, it had slaekeiied into melaneholy. iMelaneholy i-

niade up of a sueee--ion of sueli o,-eillations. the first toueh-

iriiT upon despair, the last on the horder between pain and

pleasure: in youth, it is tite twilight of dawn; in age, the

dusk of night.

I
v.
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\- ihr ManpiiM' drove llin.ii;.di tlif vilhit:*' in tuT travfl-

,:- i.irriii^'f. shf \u<< tlir nin' <.m In- way liark fptm lli<>

,'nlivll. SIk' Ix.Wcd 111 lopnll-r to lu-^ fan'Wrll ^'Hrt 1 11;.'. l)Ut

u.i- Willi louvrcl cw- and avrtrd fa. v. Slu- did not wish

: . -r,. him a;.'ain. T\\>' villa.L'.' 'un- liad jiidp'd thin poor

li.iiia of Eplioi^us only too widl.

ITT.

AT TliIltTY YF.ARS

M \i>\ME FluMlANI was frivincr a liall. M. Charles do Vando

a voiui'' man of ^'rcat ])roiiiis( thf hcanT id' one of

I'lll.

historic names wrhich, in spite of the eiforts of ri-la-

are alwavs associated witli the

r.Mvi ved letters of introduction to some o

L'jorv of France, hail

f the ''ri'at ladv's

Irii'iH Is in Naples, and had conio to thank the hostess and

his leave.

\andeTiesse had already a«iuitted himself (reditai)ly on

•ill di{)loniatic mis-ion nd now that he had received

aimointmenl a.- attache to a i.lciiipotentiary at the Con-

:lied to take advanla-je of the op-
jn.s of Lavhach. he wi -

1. rtiniitv to^llake some study of Italy on the way. This hall

ua- a sort of farewell to I'aris and its amusements and its

M|,id whirl of life, to the great eddying intell.viual centre

:,nd maelstrom of plea.-^nre: and a pleasant thing it is to he

i.oine along hv the current of this sutViciently slanden-d great

•V nf I'ari.v
"

Yet Charles de Vandenesse had little to regret.

.,,i~lomed as lie had hecn for the past three years to salute

i in.pean capitals and turn hi> hack upon them at the .apri-

. .,u- hidding of a diph.mati.sf s destiny. Women no longer

.ide any impression upon him; perluqis he thought that a

ral jiassion would plav too large a part in a diplomatist's

iife; or perhaps that the paltry amusements of frivolity were

t.u) empty for a man of strong character. We all of us have
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hwiiv cliiini- t'l -tirn;.'ih of .liar.irirr. TluTf i*; no iniin in

l-'rii!ii(', lie 111 iicur -11 iiriliiiiirv i\ iin'iiilicr of tln' riiiik .iiui

file of lniitiiinii \ . tluil will \\iii\r prt'ti ii>i(i(i> t<i soiiiftliiiij; !-•

yoml iiiiTr ( It \i riH->.

(hurii's, _V(Hiii;x tlioii;;ii III' \Vii<- III' wa« scarci'ly turin'l

lliirts iiiiikiil ill lil'i with n |iliilii-'i|)liir iiiiml. I'oti iTiiini:

lliniM'ir Willi lliriilH- :lllil IIUMll- li:iil rinl,-, wllllr nllnT li'li

of his !!;."' Win' tliiiikiiiL: of |ilcii-iiri', miiI iiiiciit-i, utiil ihc liki-

illll.-inli.-. Ill' forccil l.;l( k llllo >olili- lllllrr ilrptll llic l''Ih

ro,-itv ami iiu hii-i:i-iii> of voulli, .iiul liy nuliirr ln' hi- j^'i'Iht-

nils, lie trinl liai'tl lo \>r v<n\ aii'l I alriilat iiiir. to (lUii liii-

fuilll of Wf.iltll wllirll (liailli'il to lie 111 III- tiaiurr into J.'I'M-

ciou.s inamicr,-, ami iouii.,-\, ami allrarlivc arts; 'ti> the

propiT task ol an amlut loii- man, lo play a -orry part lo

gain "a ;.'oui| pu-iiioii," a- vvi- ra'.i it ii. mmlifn (lay>.

ill' hail lii-rii ilamiii;.'. ami now Ih' uavr a tarcwcll irlamv

over llir loom.-, lo carry away a ili-liiut im[)ri'ssinn of tin'

hall, iiioM'il, iloiihih'ss. to -oiiic I'Miiil by ihr fcciiiiji whirh

prompts a tlica! rv-pirr to -lay m his lio\ to m'i- the final

tableau bcfoiT ihr riirlain falls. Hut M. ili- \'amlt'iif>st' lunl

allot hiT rca.-oii for hi.- .-iirvry. lie ^a/.cil riirioiisly at tlic

scone before him, .so French in character ami in luovenieiit,

st't'kinj,' to carry away a picture of the li;;lit ami laii^rhter ami

tho faces at this I'ari-ian fete, to compare with novel facc-

aud picturcs(|ue sinToiimlin;.'s awaitiiiji him at Naples, where

he meant to spemi a fi'W .lay- before [)resentiiij: iiimself at lii.'i

post, lie seeiiU'il to he drawing the comparifoii now between

this Frame >o variable, changing even as you stmly her. with

the manners ami a.-pects of that other lam! known to him Ur,

vet onl\ by conirailiclory liear.-;ay talc^ or hooks of travel, for

the most part uii.-ati>factory. 'rhoughts of a somewhat

poetical cast, alheit haekiieycil and trite to our modern ideas,

crossed his brain, in re>pon,-e to M)me longing of which, per-

haps, he hiiiK-elf was hardly conscious, a desire in the depths

of a heart fastidious rather than jaded, vacant rather than

seared.

"These aro the weallhiesl and mo?t fashionahle women and

11
mm-
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,1, .,,-,, itc.t In.lic- in I'aris" Ih' ^.imI t- IniiH.-lf. -Thc-r ar.>

,.,r"r.Mt mm ..f tlu' .lav. u'lvat ..ratur ;,!i.l hm n ,.f Irtl.r-*.

.,. It nam-.iin.l titir- : arti-t< aii-l in.t. m |.nwvr;an.l v.i m
.

,,t| ,t .....la- tM iiir a- if llinv w.-r.' nntliiii- lait prtls in-

..; Mir- anil still-lM.rn \n\<-. Il|.allin_'!r- Mllllr-^ aii.l cail^.'loSH

.:.„,} .v.v, li^'ht.'.l liv no tlanic willnii. l.rain-iinwcr in al)iin-

,;,,,„,; runninir amil-'-lv t.. wa^t.'. All tlm^r i.ink-and-whito

.;,,,.. jip' h.T.' nnt sn iiiiirh for ciijnynicnt . a- t'_> .'Map.' from

.i,.|,„.s< Nniii- of ilu' iMiintiun i< ironninc. If y..ii ask for

r.uth.n- lint ((.urt fratlin-, pr-.p. riv a.IjnMr,|. frr-!i -anzox

,r,i pntty toilcttr. an.) fraLril.'. fair W'liicn. if \nu (l.'siri'

.„,,iv in^kini til.' Mirfa.v nf life li.r.' i^ vmr worM fnr ynu.

l;,.'.„n,..nt with >n.'anin;:l--pl"-aM.~an.l fa-nnatin^ Miners.

,„,| ,1,. ,„„ ask for rrat fr-lin- l-r n.y ..wn part. I al.lu.r

,!„. stair ii>tri-urs which .n^l in suh-prcf.Mtnn's aini n.r..iv.'r-

.,„..rals- places an.l marria.u'cs ; or, if l.'vc .onics int<)_ t u-

"a.-tinn 111 ^tcalthv c(.nipnMniM'.-.. m. aslianiiMl arc \vc oi tiu'

,:„.,.,. Hinhlancc of pa>si..n. Not a sinp. of all tli.'sc do-

„,,,„, Uu-v< t.'lls vou ..f a soul, a soul who ,
al.sorhcl l.v one

,;!,a a> hv rcmom'. H.'^nt^ ainl nii-inrtunc -o abod >han.(.-

• „,.,llv .•la.l m jests. There ,. no; n,„. woman liciv who.e re-

l>-,ane.. 1 sh..ni.l care to ovivomc not .mc who couh -ira^'

,„„ ,l„wn to the pit. When, will xou liml ener-y m IMns."

\ „on,ar.l lure is a curmus toy to lian- fmm a -.'lit nail, in

.;„.,un..s.iue sheath to match. The wonu .-, the hrams, and

. ;„,s of )>aris arc all on a par. Tlure is .)o pasMon Mt

,„..an^e we have no imlivnlualuy. Hi.L'h h.rth a.ei in elloet

,„,1 tnrtnne are all re.luecd to one level ;
we all have taken to

,,,. uniform black coat l>v way of mourninj: for a clea^l !• ranee.

H,„,„ ,s no love lietwccn cpials. Between tvyo lovers here

.„,„,,,,,,„,Htferenco to elVaee.wMe.ulfs to hi. lie charm

,„ love lh.(l from us m i;-'.' ( .ur .lulnc.s aiul our hum-lrum

:,ve- are the outcome of. he political svstem. Italy at anv rate

.„...lamlof.harp.ontra,<t-. Woman there is a malevolent

„„„,,1. a dan-erous unreasoning suvn. -uided uidy by her

ia-tes and appetites^, a oroature no

11 tier
"

mure to Ijc trusted than a
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«1P-?^

.
i

Miiio. Finniani liciv caino up to interrupt this soliloq\iv

made up of va^'ii.'. conllictiu.L'. and t'rajfincntary tliou;,dit<

which cannot lie reproduced in words. 'I'he wliole charm df

sucii musin.Lr He- in its vayuenes^—what is it hut a sort of

mental hazey

"I want to intro(]nee you to some one wlio has tlie frreatcst

wish to make your a((|iiaintance, after all that she has heard

of you," said tlie heiy. takini: his arm.

She hrou^dit liim into tlie next room, and with such a

smih' and ^dance as a Parisienne ahme can ^nve, she indicated

a woman sittinir liy the iicarlh.

'"Who is shey" the Conite de X'andenesse asked quickly,

"^'ou iiave lieard her name more than once coupled with

praise or hlanie. She is a woman who lives in seclusion—

a

perfect mystery.""

"Oh! if ever you have licen merciful in your life, for pity's

sake tell me her luime.""

"She is the Manpiise d"Aii:Iemont."

"1 will take lessons from her; she has manafrcd to make a

peer of France of that eiiiin ntly ordinary person her Inis-

band, and a dullard into a power in the land. But, pray trll

me this, did Fonl (Jrenville <lii' for h'^r sake, do you think, as

some women say?"

"I'ossiidy. Since that adventure, real or imairinary, she is

vcrv muchChanjred, ])oor ihin.tr! She has not ;:one into so-

ciel • since. Four vears of constancy—that is something- in

Paris. If she is here to-ni-ht "" Here .Mnie. Firnuani

broke off, addin.i: with a mysterious exj)ression. "1 ani for-

getting that I mu>t >av nothing, (io and talk with her.'"

For a moment Charles stood motionless, leaning lightly

against the frame of thi' doorway, wholly alisorhed in his

SLTUtiny of a woii'.an who liad become famous, no one exactly

knew iiow or whv. Such curimi^ anomalies are freipieiit

en')ii<rh in the world. Mine. d".\iglemont"s reputation was

certainlv no more extraor.linary than jilenty of other givat

renutations, There are men who are always in travail of soni"

great work winch never see.- the light, statisticians held to
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found on the sooro of calculalions w

1 care not to puhlislu politicians who liv

\)T')
liicli tlicv take very

c (111 a ii('\\>i)apcr

do, men o f letters anil arti>t> wiio-r p rfon nance are

iMl

vcr <:iven to the wo

uiie thor-e whii know nothiii'

rill, men of science will ia>s en-rent

lU

Latinist for ihosi

science, imirh a> >),u:anarelle

who knew no Latin; there are the men

are allowed hv ireneral con-ent t

or some one tliin,ir, hv it fnr the direct leii o
itV

)v>cs> a ])cculiar ea-

f arts, or

the condnci of an important mi>-ion The admira bio

iiiase

ntci

•A man with a special snlijei t." miiriu have been in-

I on jmrpo.-e for the^e aceph lime iccics in the domain

iteratnve and politics.

Charles jjazed longer than he in tcndei'. He was vexed wi th

instIf for feelin'' m) stronjily interested ; it is true, however,

;it the lady's appearance was a

m's ballroom freneralizations

The Manpiise had reac

refutation of the young

iitifu! in spi tc o

hod her thirtieth year. She was

f her frairile form and extremely delicate

Her <rreatest charm la V in her still face, reveal in,L' un-

itiioinei 1 depths >f soul. Soiix^ hauntin;.', (n-(T-]>re:-( nt

winch
Ldit veiled, as it were, the full brilliance of ey(

of a fevered life and boundh^ss resignation. So seldom

rlv downcast, and so listless were
d she raist

r Ldances,

ic reserve*

tl ic eyelids soix

that it almost seenu d as if the tire in her eyes

1 for some oc( ult contetnplation .\nv man of

s and feelinj: nni^tira

Itlene and silence

have felt stran;j:ely attracted by her

If the mind souuiit to exj^lain tin

Mvsterious
]

<cnt to the p

iroiilem o

ast. tl

f a constan t inward turninir from the

was no less intere-ted ill iiutial-

;_' 1 tself into the set .rct> of a heart proud in some )rl of

an<:ui di. Kvervthint: about her, nioi

J with these llhoui^ht-^ which >lie inrpir

rover, was in kecp-

d. Like almo-t all

ho 1ilien w
• tlv white

11 vet more u

iUie mm

lavc verv lorn: hair, she was very pale an<l ]H'r-

fmeiiess (d' her skin (that almost

Id be

the

he marvelou!

rini: siun ) indica ted a quick sc iisibilitv w hid 1 ( ou

nmi.-takably in In

ute and wonderful ilelica

r features; there wa.-

cv o f finish in them that
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\])v (')iiiicsi' iiiti.-t </\\v- tn lii> r.iiita-tic ii^nires. rerliap> Iht

iit'ck \va> I'alluT too Ioiilt. Imi fudi necks licloii,;; to the iiid.-'

'Tacct'ul tvi)c. and >ui;uc>t v.iu'iie allinitics iH'twfiMi a woman'-

head ami tiic niairnclic curves of the x-rpcnt. Ijcavc not a

sinLrlc one oi' the thousand si-iis and tokens l)y whicli tip'

most in~cnitahle character betrays its(lf tn an ol>server of

luinian natni-e. he ha~ l)Ul to watch carei'nlly the litth' rnove-

nients of a wonian's head. th(> ever-varyin.LT expres-ivo turn-

and curves of her neck and throat, to read her naturo.

Mnie. irAi;:leniont"s ilre.--> harmonized with the haunliiiL'

thought that infornu'd the whole woman. Her hair was

gathered up into a tall coro!;'. t (d' hroad ]ilaits. witliout orna-

ment of anv kind,: she seemeil lo have hidiK'n farewell for

ever to elatjorate t-dettes. Nor were an-' <if the small arts

of eo([uetrv which .-poij so many women c ite detected in her.

rcrlia[i-^ her lioilice. mode^t tliou.iili it was. did not altop'ther

conceal the dainty .LH'ace of her ligure. ju'rhaps, too. her jrown.

looked rich from the extreme distinction of its fashion: ami

if it is permissihle to look for expression in the arranirement

of stutT?, surelv those numerous ^^^^.l:ht folds investeil her

with a ixreat diixnity. There may have Ijeen some lin-rerini;

trace of the indelilile feminine foihle in the minute eare be-

stowed upon luT hand and foo. : yd. if she allowed them to

l)e seen with some pleasure, it would have ta>ked the utmost

malice of a rival to disctner any alfeciaiion in her {restures.

so natu.'al did thev >eem. so much, a part of old childish

liahit, that her careless lmmcc ahsolved this vesti.L'e of vanitv.

All the^e lillle characteristics, the nameless iril'es which

combine to make up the sum of a woman's prettiness or ntrli-

ness, her charm or lack <d' charm, can only he indicated, when,

as with Mme. (rAi'.d"iiionl. a personality dominates and .izives

coherence to the detail-, inforniinj: them, blendinif them all

in an ex([uisito whole, lit r manner was perfectlv in accord

with her stvle of heauly and her dre.-s. Only to certain

women at a certain a.-e ir. ii ,i:iven lo |mt lanuuap' into their

attitude. Is it jov or i> il >oi-row that teaches a woman of

thirty the secret of that elotpience of carriage, ^o tliat she
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,„uct always remain an cni-.na which each intorprot? by tho

,i,l of his "hopes, desires, or thcnrio.^?
, , , ,,

The wav in whirl, tho Man,m.-e l-nned hnth elhous on

.,,„ nnn of h.r eliair. tlie t'uin- of hrv ,nt.rchi^pe-l f,n-ers

,„,. ,.„rve of her throat, the indoh.nt linos of l,or lanunu-l hut

l:,-,„ne horlv as sho lav hack in irraccful exhaustion, as it

;,,,,.• her indoh'iit limh'. her unstudied pose, the utter lassi-

,,„l„;,f her niov.nnents.—all su.L-ested that this was a woman

f,,r whom life ha<l lost its interest, a woman wh.i had known

M„. ]nx< of love onlv in dr<>am>. a woman howed down hy the

i.Tdcr of memories of the past, a woman who had Ion? since

-

,

'.paired of the future and despair...! of h.Tself, an unoeeu-

;,:..'| wonum who took tiie emptin.'ss of h.'r own lif.' for the

MothiiiL'ness of life. .c i , ;-*

,l,nrl.- ,le Van.lene.^ saw and admuvd the hcut.ful u.t-

,,,. before him. a< a kind of artistic su.-.vss h.'vond an

:;,.,H„arv woman-s pow.u-s of attainment. He was ac.pui.nte.l

.ith d-Aidemont; an.l now. at the ilrst si^ht ot .1
A)^e-

,nnnt-< wife, the voun- dii^lomatist saw at a -lance a .l.spro-

,:,,,ionat.> marria-e. an in.ompatih.lity (to use the k-a jar-

..„n so fxreat that it was impo<sil,le that the Marquise shouhl

Fov.. her hushan.l. An.l v,.t-th.' Manpiis.. d Aidemont s life

uas ahov.. rej-roa.-h. an.l for any ohserv..- th.. .uyst..r>- ahout

lu,- was the mon- ini..n-tin- on this a.rount. 1
u> first i.n-

puls.. of surpris.. over. \-anden..>se east ahoul lor the hest way

„f approaching Mnu>. .VAi.h.mont. He woul.1 trv a comm.m-

,,la..c piec.e of diplon.a.v. 1... thouLd.t ; he wouhl disconcert

!,„, hv a pi.r.. .>f .-lum^in...^ an.l s.v h..w sh.« would mrive it.

-Madame- he said. s..at.n- him>..|f near her. -thnnigh a

f.Tiunat.. indiscn.ti.m 1 hav.. l.'arn.Ml that. f.)r so.m' r(nis.m

a.iknown to me. 1 hav.. ha.l th.^ L'ood fortune to attract your

,„„i,, 1 owe V..U ll... m.,n. thanks ho.-au«. 1 have m.v.T heen

h..fori.. At

mv fault

^

th." I in., time, you are responsible

I mean nt.ver to be modest
-.1 honor.'.

1

!,,!• one of my faults, lor

''vi^ will make a mistak.', m.msieur." she lau^he.l;

•vanity slu.uld be left t.> those who have nothing else to

rieoniniend them."
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Tho fonvcr-^ntion tlm^ oTviicd rm^'ni] at larfro. in tho usim!

way, over a inultitii.io of ioi.irs—art an<l literature, politi...

men" and tliin-s—till innen-ibly tliey fell to talking.' of th"

ftcrual Ihcir.c ill Fnniee aihl all tlie world over—love, senti-

ment, and women.

"\Vr are llond-^!aves."

"You are iiucens."

This was the L'i-t and sulistanee of all the uiore or less in-

genious (liseoursc lietween Cliarles •ind tlif Maniuise. as of all

such diseoursi's—past, present, and to eome. .\llow a eertain

ppaee of time, and the t\v(, funn-.las shall hepin to mean

'•Ijove me." and "1 will love you."

"Madame." Tharles de N'andcncsse exclaimed under his

hreath. "vnu" have made me hittcrly re-ret that I am leavimr

Paris. In Italy I certainly ^hall not pass hours in intellectual

cnjovment such as this lias Imvu."

"Perhaps, monsieur, vou will li:id happiness, and happiness

is worth more than all the hrilliant thinjzs. true an.l fals<>.

that are said every eveiiin,:: in Paris."

Before Charles' took leave, he asked permission to pay a

farewell call (Ui the Maniuise d"Ai,ulemont. and very luekv

did he feel himself when the form of words in wliich he ex-

pres.<ed himself for once was \ised in all sincerity: and that

ni<:hl. and all day lonjr on the morrow, he could not put the

thou^dit of the Manpiise out of his mind.

At times he wondered why she had sin^ded him out. what

she had m-ant when <he asked him to come to s.>e her, ami

thouLdit sup])lie(l an inexhaustihle commentary. Ajrain it

seemed to him that he had discovered the motives of her

euriositv. and he ,>,mvw intoxicated with hope or frigidly soher

with each new conMructem put ui)on that ])iece of common-

place eivilitv. Sumetimes it meant everythin-r, sometilm'^

nothini:. He mad.' up his mind at last that he would not

yield to this inclination, and—went to call on Mine. d'Aigle-

mont. .,

There are thoutrhts which determine our conduct, while wo

do not so much as suspect their existence. If at ilrst sight
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i]{\< a^sortion iippnrs to 1

a, IV landi'l iiKiuircr h

)('

(ik into his 'Hvii 111

a truth tlian a parailox. lot

s own lifo and ho shall find

iiiiinda

; Aiu'lon

.-( mis o

at conlirniatioii licrt'in. Charles wont to Mnio.

lont. and so oliovcl ono of tlioo latont. pro-oxistont

f thou'dit, of which our ox]

tiial <:ains am acii icvcnii'iits aro l)Ut

KM-ionco and our intol-

lator and tanj-iblo

l|.'\C lopnionts.

I'nr a youn.i,' man a wninnn o

M.iis. Thoro is noihinir inon

'-hrd. no human tie of

•t;)i hmon t hot woon suoli a woiii

f thirty ha^^ irrosistihlo attrac-

ttor o«tah-

hoart-dcop

d'Ai'do-

natural. notlim

-toutor tissue than iih'

m as tho Manpiiso

lilt an

-re fXanipiO!

d such a man a > Charles do Vatidonosso. Yon can

rhl. A irirl, as a matter
it cvorv (lav m tho wo

'I !!l( t. has too many younj,^ illusions, she is too incxporionccc

instinct of sox counts for too much in

lUiL' man to fool flattered Ity it. A woma
her love for a

n of thirty knows

:!ll th,

'lie iinp

in vnlvod in tho solf-snrrendcr to he mad(\ Amon^'

dses of tho first, put curiosity ami other motiyo

tho eoconc 1 acts with intoijrity ot sentimen

Ids; the second makes (leliiK rat(> choi<

than

t. Tho first

Is not that choice

tsolf an imnKMise flattery ? A \voman armed with ex-
:ti 1

iH-rionco, forewarn! (1 ])v knowledtro. almost always

lldll iht, sooms to ^'ivo more tllan ill

nrnco'l and crodulous jzi

doarh

rself: wliile tho inexpo-

for
rl, unahio to draw comparisons

knowlod.iro. can apin-ociatc nolhin.L' at its just worth

^iie accepts love and jii.nder

!:lel;

it. .\ woman is a counsolor

'III! a puido at an ap' when wo loyo to 1h

lijrht ; while a irirl woul

itl

ruided and ohodionoe

arn all thin.^s. mooting

- witii a srirl s mnn t>' mstoai

fa i n

if a woman's temlernoss ^he

woi nan ihoro is resistance

las hut joy and tears, a
;i!i'ords a sin>;ie triiimpli; wilii a

,;ii(in resistance to overcome: she lia

u'uiian has rai>tiire and remorse.

.V ^nrl cannot plav tlie part of a mistress unless she is so

., irrupt that w lu'm from her with loathin,-: a wmnan

v.,\< a thousand ways n prt-orvm- her jn.wer and her di.LMiity;

111. has ri,-ked so much for loye. that ^hc must l)id him pass

>.n.u-di his myriad lran^fonnations, while her too submissive



102 A WOMAN OF TMIKTY

rival "-ivt's a sense i)f too serene >ecurity which palls. If

Ihe one saeriliees her r!iai<lenly priile. tiie other iininolates the

honor of a wlmle family. .\ trirlV eoiiuelry is of the simplest,

she thinks that all is sawl when the veil is laid aside; a

wonian's <'0(|\ietry i< endless, .-lie >hrouds lierself in veil after

veil, she satislies every demand of man's vanity, the noviei-

res])onds lail to one.

And there are terrors, fears, and hesitations—trouhle and

storm in tlie love of ; woman of thirty years, never to he

found in a vonm: '/trV- love. .\t thirty years a woman a-^k-

her lover to L'ive her hack the esteem she has forfeited for

his sake: she lives onlv for him, her thoughts are full of hi<

future, he luust have a ureat eanrr. slie hids him make it

glorious; she <-an oliey. entreat, command. hund)Ie herself,

or ri-^e in pride; times without innuher she hriuL's eomfort

when a voun<: -rirl can only make moan. And with all the

advantaire- oi' her po-ition. the woman of thirty can be a

jrirl airain. for she can play all parts, assume a ,<;irrs bashful-

nes<. and Lrrow the fairer even for a mischance.

Betwei'U these two feminine tyjM'S lies the immeasurable

<liirerenee which separates the foreseen from the u.iforeseen,

strenL'th from weakness. The woman of thirtv -atisties every

requirement ; the voun,!.' t.:ifl "ui' -atisfy none, under penalty

of ceasing' to be a youn-r irirl. Such iileas as tliese. developing;

in a voun^' man's mind, help to strem:ihen the stron<,^est of

all passions, a passion in whicli all -[xnitaneous and natural

feelin;: is hlendtMl with the artitieial .sentiment created by con-

ventional mautiers.

The most important and decisive step in a woman's life is

the very one that >he imarialily re-ards as the most insig-

nilleaiit. Afi r her marriaire she is no longer her own mis-

tres.s. she is the queen and the bond-slave of the domestic

hearth. The sanctity of womanhood is incompatible with

social libertv and social claims; and for a woman emancipa-

tion means "corruption. If you give a stranger the right ol

entrv into tlie sanctuarv u( home, do you not put yourself at

his mcrcv? How then if she herself bids him enter in? Is not
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an ofTi'iico, or. to sjx ak THorc aciunitelv, a first stop to-

\»;ini an o tU'IU

lis consciiiK

You mu.4 cither accept tliis tlicor\ with

•iicc>, i>r al).-()lvc illicit jta.- -lon. Frcncli society

iihcrtn has clio^n the third and iniddlc course o

1 aini

•; ..nan

juinsincst-

au;_diinLr whm i illVnc (Dine anparcntly upon tlu

f looking;

th

].rinciplc of cntidnninir the tiudt a nunishinjj

And this s\>teni. U may he. is a verv wise one.

i- a most ii])l la llm; nuiu^nnu nl t II have all vour nei 'hhors

iinan

!
of

inn the lin-er oi luni^hmcnt that a

fci'ls in her very

orn at you. a {

heart. Women are tenacious an<

hem

v caiino

should he tenacious

t exist, esteem i:

,f l,,ve. The most corriiiil aiiKm;

V ,h,. ilr.t place, plcd.iic the future to l.uv

-.i-t and strives to make her lover understaiK

)f respect; without esteem

the first demand that they make

.,11 feels that she iiiust,

ahsolution for the
th.

1 that onlv for

-tit. liliss can harler the respect whicli the worId

•nci forth will refuse to her.

>nme such rctlection^ cross the min( 1 of anv woman who

the first time and alone receive a visit from a young

nan and this especia

visitor IS han

I'.'i manv vounir men who woufi

(Mi >ne of the thousan

llv when, like Charles (ie Vandenesse,

And similarly there are

1 fail to base some secret wish

ice justify the ii

dsome or clever.

i\ and one idi'a^ wh

,-Mi!ct that attracts them to a

UMiiian like the Manpiisc d

heautiful, wittv, and unhappy

Aiudemont.

Mine. (rAiirlem(' It. therefore, felt trouhlod when M. de

\ an

I iiufust

denesse was announced an(l as for him. he was aIniost

d in spite <d' the as?uranci ihich is like a mat ter of

(i-iiime for a diplomati

.•oi^ refuse at once in

;t. Bui not for Ion''. The Manpiise

the friendliness of manner wl ich

fatui

nen use as a ihd'i'iice a L'ainst the niisinterjiretations o f

tv. a manner wliuh admi ts (d' no afterthou.uht, while it

- the wav to seiilimi nl (
;<'> make use jf a fi<:ure of

i,rch), temper! U'

irms of polileiie;

jxh the ordinary
ihc ti-an-iiiMn tlirou

hi thi^ ambiguous position, wliere

1
1 air roads leadiui: respectivt.

the

Iv to Indillereiice. Respect, Wou-

r. and I'assiou meet, a woman may stav as lonj; shw
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'I<'as..s Inn only at llnrty y..ars d... >!„. wn-I.-rstaml all ([„posM Minus ,.f ,lH. M.natinn. Lan,.l,t,.r, t-.n-l.Tnoss, and jarc all p,.,-,,,,,,,.,! „> 1,.^ ,t ,h,. ,,,.sn„^ of th. wavs; she ha
ac'in,n..l th. ta.t hy wl,i,i. >h,. (i„,!s all th. n.sponsi;. r-hon'"" -n^'n> „;.,un. an,! .kill ,n ju,l:,in. th.. soun.is whiclshe .Iraws forth, llcr Hlnur i,. a> ,latMa rous as Ikt speech.V.u vv,ll never ;ea,| h.r at that a;:e. nor .liseover if she hfnn.k .,r lal^e nor how far .he is .enous in her a.lmis^.nn.
-r merely lau^'lun^^ at you. She ^nves v.,u the ri-^ht to en
;:a,!ro in a .L^inio of fenee uiil, her. an.l sn.ldenlv hv a -lap.,.
a posture of j.roved poten-v. >he closes the .....nhat an^Ft-.m.'
from you with yo„r m... t ,r: her kee,,in;:. free to offer v.„
"P o a ,i..st free to interest her.elf ,„ yon. safe al.ke in l,crweakness and vour >tren-tli.

Althon-d, tlie Manpiise dWi.den.ont took up her positionupon th>s nentral „nv,nn,l dnrinir the t^rst intern-.w. Av kne"hxn. to pn.serve a hi^h won.anly d,.„,ty. The sorrows of

1.1' it' V7 ?"'? '•'"""' '" '"'"- "^•^'- '»'•• «^^"n,e,l
gaiety lik.- a li'du cloud oh. curin.ir the sun. When Vandenc.c
went out after a eonver.sU.on which he had enjov,.,! .uon-
than he had thou,d,t po.Ml.le. he carried with hin.' the con-
viction that tins was like to he too eo>tlv a coiKuiest for hw
asj)i rat ions.

'

"It would mean sentiment from here to v.mder "
he

thou^dir "an.l eorre,.pondence eno„i,h to wear o'ut a deputv
semnd-elerk on his ])romotion. .\nd vet if I reallv eare.l—-

-

Luckless phrase that has heen the ruin of manv an in-
fatuated mortal. In France ihe uay to love lies'throuHi
«elt-love

( harles went ha<k to Mnie. dWi^h.mont. an.l im-
a^nned that she shouv.l .Mnipt.)ms of pi,..asure in his conver-

T': '^'!.''/|l"'-
'"^"""' "' -'^"'- '"'"^"'i' "!• I'lu- a bov t.,

the ioy ot lallir.,^ ,n l.,ve. he trie.l to plav a double rCde
"

He
(iid Ins best t.. act pa.-sion and to keep eo.d eiiuu-h to analv/.'
the propre.^s of tin., lliriafon. t., be lover ami diplomatist' ai
once: but youth an.l hot bio..,] and analvsis .ould onlv end
in one way„v.r h..,,! and ears in ]ov,^ f„r. natural or arli-
ticial, the Alarquise was more tiian his match. Each time



A WOMAN OF THIRTY inr.

hi" wont out frnm ^fmc, (rAiLrl'Tiiont. he =trcnnniip]v hold

If to his (listnist,

.f 1

i\uu -iHiiniitcd tlic proLTcssivc -itua-

if Ins case to a ri'mroiir- •nitinv fatal to his own oi no-

ti.'iir

I'o-dav sho I'ave nio to iinilcrstainl that -lif has Iiocii vorv

liappy and )n('l\ aid he to hilll.-rlf. alter the third

it. "and that Imt fur ln'r littlo <:irl >li(' would hav<' hmiriMl

death. She was |icrfcctly rcsii:ncil. N'nw as 1 am neither

r iirotluT nor iter >piritual director, why should she con-

lier trouhles to inc.' She loves in

days later he cairie away apostrophizin;,' modern man-

Love takes on the 1me ^,f everv i\'ji' In lS->-> lovf a

i: itrinaire. Instead of provinir love hy deeds, as in timos

f:i-r. we have taken to arLriiinent and rhetorie and dehato.

Women's taeties are redneed to three shifts. In the first

plaee, they doelare that we cannot love as they love, (("o-

I, I'try! the .Marquise simply threw it at me, like a ehallencro,

tli!> eveninji;!) Next they tjrow pathetic, to appeal to our

;!:itural generosity or self-love; for does it not flatter a young
man's vanity to console a woman for a great ealamity? And
lii-tly, th"v have a craze for virginity. She must have thought

ifiat I J'jrght her very innocent. My good faiih is like to

i)"(()" t' an e.xcellent speculation.''

liut a day came when every suspicious idea was exhausted.

He asked himself whether the Manpiise was not sincere;

wiiether so nnieh suffering could he feigned, and why she

-iiould act the part of resignation? She lived in complete

>eelusion; she drank in silence of a cuj) of sorrow scarcely

t 1 be guessed unless from the accent of some chance cx-

' l.imatiou in a voice always well under control. From that

i^'iment Charles felt a keen intt'i'cst in .Mme. u".\iglemont.

And yet, tliough his visits had come to he a recognized thing,

nd in some sort a necessity to them hoth, and though the

iijur was kept free hy tacit agreement, X'andenesse stili

liiou'dit that this woman with whoi 11 lie was m love was more
I ii'ver than sincere •Decidedlv. lie 1: an uncommonlv clever

womau," he used to say to lumself as lie went away.
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^\!lpn !,(> rar-i.. .itn the nuuii. iIi.t.. wms tli.' Mamni^,. in

Imt nivoritc nttitiM.. ,ncl;M...hMlv rxprr-.,.,! in hrr vvlm!.
form. Sli,. riia.lc im i,io\rr,H i,t \vl„ri hr .ntrnMl. .mh- r'n.,,!
ii<T fvcs ;m,l lonkcil full at Ini.i, Inn il„. .r|,,n,,. that <li,.'.--.
!'""":'> lik- =1 M,nh.. M„„.. .r.\,.|,.,Mnnrs ,na„n..r n.i^'int
''""'"''"" 'in.l Mri.-iv rri..n.l>!ii|,. luit nf |„vr th.To wa^ n,,
(race. Cliail..^ sat down and fuiiiid tiothitur to sav. A .,.„..,
ti..n fur uhicli nu Janmianv (.vi>ts trotddi'd hip)
"What is tlu. inatt.T with y..!.:-" .1,.. a^k,.,i in a softcn.Mj

voice.

"N'nthin.L'.
. . .

Vrs
:

I am ihinkin- of sn,„ethin.r of
whifh. a< yet. von havf not lliou'dit at all

'

"What is it
:>•

"Why—the CoTiirn'ss is over."'

"\\c\\:' sho said, -and oii-ht vou to l,avc hvon at the Con-

A diroct answ.T would have Ix^cn tlx' mo.t flo(iU..nt and
delirato declaration of low; but Charles .lid not make it

Before the ean<lid friendship in .Mme. dWiirlemont's fa-v
all the calculations of vanitv. the hopes of love and lli-
diplomatist's doubts died awav. She (ii,l not suspect or she
seemed not to snspeet. his lov for her: and Cliarle^ in utter
oonfu.«ion turnin<r ujmn himself, was fon-ed to admit that
he had said and done nothiiitr whidi could warrant such i

belief on her part. For .M. .]< X'andenesM. that evenin- thi^
Marquise was, a? slu' Jiad always lurn. simpi,. and friendiv
sincere in her .s)rrow, j;iad to have a friend, proud to find a
nature resj)onsive to her own— nothin^r niore. ii had not
entered her mind that a wcmian could vield twi,-,.; she had
known love— lovf lay hleediuir still in' tlie depths of h,T
heart, but she .lid not inia-in.. that bliss coul.l brinu hor it=
rapture twice, for >hv hvVwwA not inerelv in the intellect
l)ut in the soul: and for her love was no simple attraction'
it drew her with all noble attractions.

In a m.auent Charlo became a y..un- man a-ain, en-
thralle.l by the spl,.!,,!..!- of a nature so loftv. IIo wished for
a fuller initiation into the secret history of a life bli>dited

tf
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IMllllT l»v flltf tliaii lur (iwii fiiult. M lilt' (I Ail 'iiiont

l.:|il

llllll

rirll

i>k tl 1(" CilllM' II f tlic ovtrwlifliiiiiii.' sfirrDW wlucli

111. li;irii[i)iiu's II f Silllllf Willi tier lii'iUltV

llllll iilic illK 1' liiit tlial M'arcliim: look was like a

-it ii[i(iii xiiiic .-oli-inn (•(iMipact.

,\-I\ im more ^iich i|ii('-tii)n> <>{ im lie sail 1. "!•

f.;

(Ull ar-

iih

[II tliis wvy (lav. till' man who hived inc. for whom
I liavc LMVi'ii ii[i ( \cr\ ihiiiir. even my own »clt'-rcspt'i

aiK ijicd to sn\c iiiv iiaiiic That lovr \va~ still vfiiinu'

HIP' aiKJ i'lill of" illusions when it caiiii' to an end. Hf-

I ;.'avc way lo jiassion - and never was woman so iirLTci!

ruins manyt'ate--I ha<! Ineii drawn into the mistake that

;iri felilt marria<jo with a man whose a^M-eeahle manners

IK riled jiis emjitiness. Marria^'e plucked my hopes away

le hy one. And now. to-day. 1 liuve forfeited liappiness

roiiLdi inarriap'. as well as the happiness styled criminal,

iid I have known no happiness. .Noihini,' is left to inc. If

niuld not die, at tiie least 1 ouirlit to he faithful to niv memo-
ries.

was a sli<jht twisting' of the finjrers interclasped, according

t- lier wont. It was simitly said, hut in her voice there was

;i note of despair, deep as her love seemed to have hecn. wliich

Irft Charles without a hoju'. The dreadful story of a life

!• !d in throe sentences, with that twistin<r of the fingers for

ill comment, the might of anguish in a fragile woman, the

.l.irk deptlis masked by a fair iace, the tears of four years

of mourning fascinated Vandenesse; he sat silent and oimin-

;-lird in the presence of her woman's greatness and nohleiiess,

sieiiig not the physical beauty so e.xijuisite, so jierfectly com-

niete, but 'he soul so great in its power to feel. He had found,

' last, the ideal of his fantastic imaginings, the ideal so

>i:;orousiy invokeil i)y all who look on life as the raw material

'f a passion for which manv ; one seeks ardently, and dies

i' fore he has grasped tlu' whole of the dreanied-of treasure.

With those words of hers m his ears, in the presence of her

-ubiime beauty, his own thoughts seemed poor and narrow.
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I ""''•l.'v. a- !>,• f,l. h,n,-..|f t., i;n,| u„r.|- of hi. own. sin,,.!.
•"HiL'l. ami lul-iv .,„„,..|. luM-alr il.. Ilm:!,,- ,,f tl.i. ..v,|,

,

tl'.n lu. In,.k ivr,,;,.. ,„ l.lalllM.I,.. a^ln,|„..|,M.MV.,f WnnHM
,.la.l,nn,.. u,. „„.., ..,,(„,,. |',,,„, ,,,, ,,,„^ ,„. |,„,j,^^^ ^

a tornl) |..r iiur-rlvrv

Hut n.a.un alua.v.
, i.t., a |...or fiunnv |„..|.I.. M..,ti,n..nt tl„.

one Imhi- ..m.mi iall.v rv>in.tr,l. |,k,. .^rvvtUnvj that i. n,w,
";•• "'"'" ''" '"!"'• i^ "itilMl,.. T.. -rt In work to ,•,',.,,„

"'';''•

>"l\
"'•; •'M'n.v,l ,o r,.,.!. ,. ,!„. H.ark of a li.nit,.,!

"atunv \aml,.n,--.. ,h,.,vr,„v hr|,| h,^ ,,,.„....;„ awhil. wnh
ns .)•..> fu,.,l „,„.„ h,r. th.n ,,„„.. auav. A prrv to mn„|
t.ond.t.uhidirNall,.,! uunian lur hnn. ),< ua^ in 's.-MM'thin -

tH' sanx. poMtioM a. a paint,.,- v hn ha^ t.kvn th,- vuh.rr
studio ino.h.I for a tvpr ,,r wo,nanhn.,.|. an.| >,„h|..nlv .o,,.
fronts th. .\f>,.,no.,nir ,,r ,h,. MumV- that nohNM an.'l Ira^t
approciat.'d nf aiiticpio ^tatiirs.

Charlrs .lo Vandrn,--,. n,M <l-.plv in luvo. I|.. lovo.l .M,,,.
d A.glH.io.it with the |.,valty of vouth. with ih.. f.rvor that
'':•""'"'"" ^"'^- ^"'1' "„.llaM,. . l,arn, to a l!r>t passion, with asunphntv of h.art of v.hiVh a man n„lv vmn.r, <ouu- frn-
iiwnl. wh.M Ih. Ioncs auain at a lat.w .lav. Ihli.io.H tir^t pal
sion of youth, a'.no.t alwav> d,.hV,ou>lv .avor-Ml hv th.- woman
who calls It forth; fur at th,. ,i:oM..„ prn, f ilurtv. from tho
poHif smninit ..f a woMiaiiV litV. .1,,. can look out over th,-
whole course .,f l„v,.—I,,ckuanl< uMo the pa-t. forwar-i.
into the future—and, knowing' all the prieo to ho paid for
love, enjoys her hli>s with th(. dread ..f lo.in^ ,, .....t present
with iH.r. Il..r soul „ Mill fair with her waiiin.,' vouth and
passion daily .i:athers .tr..n.il, from ,he diMiiavmir ,„-ospe,i
ot the coniiiiir davs.

i i

"This i> lov...- Vand..n..sse said to liim.df this tiiiu. as he
lidt the .Manjuise, -and for inv imsfortune I love a woman
wedded to her memorn... |, ,. hard work to struL-le a^'aiuM
a .lea.l rival, never [•ivhiu to make i, hinders and fall out of
finor. nothm.ir of him irfi hut his hctirr .pialitic^. What h
It but a sort of hi^di irea>on a-ain.t the Ideal to attempt
t<« t'reak the charm of memory, to deslrov the hopes that sur-

:lH



A wrtM.w oi' riiniTY 100

l(».>-t lover. prt'ciH'ly iMCiiu-c ln' nnly iiwaki'nod lom;-

lllil iill tllilt is ln\cl|r,I ,111(1 IIM^I rIK llMIltilM' in loVl'?"

rill -r ^iil'ir ri'lli'ii iiiii~, iliic ii

• ail c'l' failure w itli w liK h \n\f

III' 'li>( Miirii ,erneiit iifi.l

;iii.« III tiiriif'l, wert the

iirill'' rll'nrl Jiiiilii.il ii n .i-.'illll:.'-. 'I'iirl iceli rwarn
kii'U no attirih(.ii;:lil>. lie wa- liic playtliiii;,' of lii* love.

|| In-t himself 111 the IlollllHi:^ of tiiat -lrail;re ille\p||rali|e

|i|Miu>s which i> full fej hy a e!ii,:iee woni. I.v sileiwc. or

..iL'lie hope. ||(> tried to |(ive IMatnii ii ;i II V. cailie (jailv tn

ilhe the air that she hrealheil, l.ce'iiie aliiinvt a part of

l!' r liiuise, and went evervwhere with her. shive a< lie was o f

I , r.i nnnii.- pa>.-iiiii coinpdiinded <if eifdi.-m and devotion of

I!ir eoniji lete.^t. l.o\e I li's lis own in-tinct, tindini: ilie wav
i" ihe heart, a.- the feeli|e>t insect llnds the wny to its llowor,

•Mt\t a will which iiDthin^' can di-iiiav iior turn aside. If

a Woman
fe

iin.i: IS .-Ulcere, its (ie,-lin\ is imt diiuht fill. Let

to lliitik that her lite (icj)eml.> on the sincerity or fervor

Inch her lover shall put into his l(ni;.'i n''s,

'• L'lM

r 1 iirilestlless w

i I- theri' not sulliciciit in the thoiii;ht to put her ihrnnirii

: I liie tortures of dnad'r It is iinpossihle for a woman, he
ii' wile or mother, ;o he ,-eciire from a \(

n,r thini: it is within her jiower to do—to rcfu-e to see him
I- -ooti as slie learii;- a sci rd winch she never fails |o miess.

luiiu' man s love.

I Ins 1.- loo dei'idrdoo iiecHird ;i .-Up lo laK.- il aTi aiTc wl! ti iiiama^o
;

I licconie a (irosaic ami tire.-ome yoke, and coiijii_:aI all'ec-

; -II i> ,-oiiictliiii;,'- less than icpid (if indeed her Im^haiid has
I' I iilrcady he;.qiii to iu-IimI Iwv). Is a woman jilainr' She
I- liattered hy a love which ^ivei- her fairiie^.-. 1.- >lic voun^'

I ilKiniiin,!: y She i.~ only lo he won hv a fa.-ciiial inii a.i

^I'rat a.- her own power to charm, that is lo .-av, a fascinatiou
U' ii-ni^di iriv.-istihle. is .-he virluous? There is a love suh-

lie in it,- earthlmos uiiidi lead.- her to lind .-omeihin.u' like

"liilion in the \ery -realiie-- of the .-urrendcr and .ulorv

i .1 hard stru^f>iie. Kverythin.i: is a >nare. Xo le>.-on, ihere-

; 'fe, i,- too severe where llie ttiiipiatioii is so stroller, 'I'lie

.• lii>ioii 111 which Ihc (ireeks and (irieiiials kept and keep
iii'-ir Women, au e.\ami)le juore aud more followed jn modern

i
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Kn^Hnn.l. is tl,.- ,.nlv s,IV.::u:.nl of .louu-tiV moralitv lu-t
"'nl.Tllu>s.vM..M thrn. isancnl of ,11 tlu' <•!,.,>,. «.f ".(.ial
nn,-vrnuv^r:nu,l Mu.rty. and ^.,„j bn,„i,„,.^ ,„„, ,,,,ii,r„H.nt
" "'^"""-'^ ("'„.,u. i,niM.>,l,k.. Tlu. nation, n.u^t tak. ii„,r
ClKllCC

.V' a h'w inonihs ucnt l.y. an,! .M„„.. .r.\,K|,.,„,.nt ,.i.-
r;ov,.n.,l il.at her lifr u-as HosHy l,onn,| wuh tln.'voun.^ man--
III.-, witliout ovcnniuh confu.Mon in her .iirpr^c and M'
^vil.i M.nH.lh.n- alnuKt likr plrasinv ti.at .1,,. .hami !„
t^l^les and Ins thon^rht^. Had >],.. adopted \-andpn,>.., •<

"'•as.' Or was it \-and.n,.^<o wl,., had nia.lr lu-r Indito^r
v>- nns Ins own? Sl„. was nm ..arWnl t.. in-iuiro. Sh'; had

,

:'" •

""'!" '"" '''•''="'>• i"ln Ih.. ..unvnt of pa.^^ion, and ^.l
Ins adoraMc wnn,an t,,ld h,.r>,.|f w,th th.. ...nlMrni rfit,.',-!-

,ion of rni>i,n\ ini::

'-^''' /"'•
'
"'" '"^' ''"''''"' '" '"'" ^^1'" ''!''! for ni.."

iasral Slid that -ih,. do„!„ „f (.nd nnplu- U.Urf in (iod
"

•
nd Hnnlarly

„ may In. sa,d ,ha, a won.an onlv parh.vs u-h,..
she has Mn-n.nd,T,.d. A day ran... u lim ihr' Mannn^,. aJ-
i'"U..l to h..rs.ll' that >1h. wa> h.v.d. and w„i, rhat a.hn-'-
sion ran,,, a ,„,,. of nav.nn:: an.n,^ ,onn,l.... ..ontliMu,.
.oughts and t....l,n^s. Tho >up,.r.,itn,ns of ..p,,,..,,,.., spok:
KaHan,.,a,oShouhl.h,. ho happy:- ^^^ '» P'-iN.- that

%l.e sh,mhl l,nd happnu..-s on.>.lo ,ho innu. „f thHaws wh.rh
smaj.ty ndiiiy op wrongly has s., np lor h.nnanuv to live bv^
llaherto Im- , up ot l,f,. iiad hem fuli of h.tleVne.. W-h

i'^^"'", he,n;:> nehl apart hy soe,al eonventH,ns? And tnnda
not happ,ne» he ho:i,.ht loo dear? S.dl. this so anlemlv
.le>n-e,i happnie... for whi, h ,t ,> >o natural to seek, nn^ht
;;''"!"!'";""'''',''"• ^"- ^'"noM,y .salwavsretained^.,,
ho lover. Mden, the >u,i. The .e<re; trduinal was stdl <„-
tmi^ uhen \an,len<.~-e appeared, and Ins pre>enee put th..
meiaphysiral .^pec.tre, n^a i,, t|,oht.

If M.eh an. the .ueee.MVe .ran^^orniations thr,.u-li whir!,
a sentun..nt. transient though it h... pa>.,.. ,„ a voun-^ niauand a wuntau ol ilurty, lliere cuiue. a inunient of tint.rwhen
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llil do,- of diffcrcmc lilciid into c:\v\\ othor. when allI rea-

iiiiiL'> I

,!i-.

n<l in a siii;.'I(' and linal rcllcction which is lost and
i' il in tile (ioirc which it cnnfiruis. Then tho lon^ijer the

p -i.-tancc. the niij:hlier tiie voire dt' Inve. And here cndotli

till- lesson, or rather this >{v.i\\ math' '•
>. . i';'^ i-corrhe, to

rmw a most irranliic term fnun the >ii;'!!o.

i y it is not so much intended to port

It- i'iie( lian ism and its danirers • rom

• ir tjis his-

1 love a> to lay bare

; - .;i')i!ieiit i'\ ,TV dav
.' !-• edjer to the-e drv
i-h and bkhid and ti

iiu tlieir movements

es. clothes them a j; 'v.th livin;l)i>n

le charm (d' voiith, anJ puts vitality

; till tl lev elow once more wi th th

i:<l[ uty, the persuasive grace of sentiment, the loveliness of

Charles found Mine. (rAi,Lrleniont ahsf)rheil in thouLrht, and
!• his "What is it r"" ^jiokeii in thrilling' tuies trrown j)er-

-ii.i-ive with tlie heart's soft iiia.irie, >he was careful not to

pply. The delicious (piestioii bore witiie>s to the perfect

unity of their spirit.-; and i\\r Mar(]iii>e felt, with a wouiairs

iwi'iderful intuition, that to give an, e.\pres>ion to the sor-

! -w m her heart would be to mai-ie an advance. If. even
iiiw. each one of lliose word.- was fraught with signiiic'ance

ler them both, in what fathi)mle?> depih> might she not

nluiige at the hrst step? She read her-cif with a clear and
hit id glance. She was silent, and \'aiidenesse followed her
e\ .m{)le.

"[ am not feeling well."" she said at last, taking alarm at

ihr pause fraught with such great moment for them both,

"ii.-n the language of the eyes com[)letcly tilled the blank left

: • the liclfilessness of speech.

.Madame."" .said Charles, and his voice was tender but un-
'.miy with strong feeling, '".-oul and body ;ire both de-

pendent on each other. l( you were ha[)pv, voii would be

;oung and fre.-li. Why do _\oi! rel'u.-e to a.-k id' lo\r all thai

"Ve has taken from you? You think that \our life is over

'.Wieii It is only ju^t beginning. Tru>t youi.-clf to a friend's

<.ire. It is so sweet to be loved."
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1 a,n old nln.,H]y," she s.i,| : "thcro is no reason wIp, [

ovr, dovousMvy UVll. I nu.s, not. I.„d [ ...nnot. Vo„;
friend.lnp has put .oni.. >Nv,vtn,..- n.io n,v I,1V. hut h,.-,.!,.

>"." Vf'' "" '""'• "" •""' •""''' '"'^"•^' '"V ni(Mnori..s \

friend I am.pt
;

I should tly from a hncT. He>,des. would i,he a very -enerous thing to do. to e.xehan^e a uithere.i hrart
for a younjr heart

;
to smile up.,n dh.sions ^vhHh nou- I can-

not shan.. l„ .-auH. happiness in whi.h I should ..th-T h.v.no behef. or trendde to lose? I should p.^haps respond ,„
h.s devotion w,th e,^oisni. should wei,,rh and deliberate wiul.
ho felt; my memory vo„id resent the poi::nam-v of his harm,-
nes.«. No. ,f you love onee. that lov.. is' nev.T repiaeed, v!.u
see^ Indeed, who wouhl hav niv heart at this prie..--"

'

Ihere was a t.n-e of heartless eoquetrv in the words, tlir
iast eflort ot discretion.

f "n r'l'-'"'n
""!'''^"' "'" "'"' -"'"^-

' ^'"^" 'i^"' "I'^nt^ a„.l
t.-iitJilul. Ihe thou-ht eame fn.m ih,. verv depths of tli.
«-oman. for her it was the loo sl..n.!er willow tuM^ ,.aunl,,
in vain by a swimmer swept out hv the curivnt

\andenesse-s involuntary >hu.lder at her dutum pl.;„lmore eloquently for him than all his past a^-iduitv .X.-i,
m^ moves a woman so mu.-h as the .1,,-.,. rv of a '.rraeii',,,.
delicacy m us. sueh a n^finement of sentiment as her ou„
for a woman the grace and dc!i,.;,cy are sure tokens of trui,,'
Lharlos start revealed the sinceritv of his lr,\c .Mm,.
a Aiglemont learned the strength of' his allection from th,.
intensity of his pain.

'•Perhaps you are right," he said coldlv. "New K.ve neu-
vexation of spirit."

Then he chang..d the .uhjc.-t. and spoke of inditTerent mat-
ters

:
but he was visibly niov,.!. and h.. concentrated his ,r,.„

"n .Mine. dWiglcnom a< if he v.civ seein- her lor thcVi--
tune.

"Adieu, niadame," he said, with emotion in his voiee
-An n-roir.- ..aid she. with that subtle eoquetrv, tho'secrei

oi a very lew uniung women.
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fit' made no {inswor and went.

U'litii Chiirle.- was no I on-'i T ; ere. when his empty chair
kv for liini. re^rrcts tlocked in upon her, and she found

with lierse If. V assion nial<e: an inimense advance as

Alia

I as a woman jiersuades heivelf tliat sli.' has failed soine-

l in generosity or hnrt a noble nature. In love there is

r any need to be on our 'niard against the worst in us:
:i! 1-^ a safeiruard ; a woman onlv surrenders at the sum-

'f a virtue, ••'riie floor of hell is paved with good in-
iilKin-.

\'anilene

-it is no preacher's parado.v.

se stopped awav for several davs. Ev ory evening
.,< the accustomed hour tlu' Marquise sat expectant '

i re-
Hiiiivefu. impatii'nce. She could not write—that woiild bo
a declaration, and. moreover, her instinct told her that ho
w=.uld come back. On the sixth day he was announced, and
ii'vcr had she heard the name with such delight. Her joy
f:ii:htened her.

"Vou have punished me well," she said, addressing him.
Vandenesse gazed at her in astonishment,
•i'unished:-'"' he echoed. "And for what:-" lie nnder-

'"d her quite well, but he meant to be avenged for all that
• h.id sutl'enHl as soon as she suspected it.

"Uliy have you not come to see me?" she demanded with
^1 -niile.

"Then have you seen no visitors?" asked he. parrying the
li.'i'-tion.

'Ves. M. de KonqueroUes and M. do Marsay and young
'i i:-;crignon came and stayed lor nearly two hoiirs, the first
• " yesterday, the last this morning. And besides, I
iive had a call, 1 believe, from Mme. Firmiani and from
"IIP sister. Mine, de Listomere."

i|> re was a new inliiction. torture which none can compre-
nd unless they know love as a tierce and all-invading tvrant
!i».-e ndldest symptom is a monstrous jealousy, a perpetual

• ~\vv to snatch away the beloved from every other intluenco.
What!" thought he to himself, "she has seen visitors, she

i. 1- Ijceu with happy creatures, and talking to them, while I
^Ms unhappy and ail alone."

8 Ji



I-

114 A WOMAN OK IIIIKTY
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n

He buried li:s ;iiiiiu\ aiii c I'nrihwiili, and ((insifijned love to
the dcpilis (if i> h.^aM. like a .•olliii to the .-fa. lli.^ tfioiipht.s

were of liic kind iliat i;.'\it iliid cNpn'ssiuii in word.<; ; tlicv

pa.'-s thrnii-h ill,, uiiiid ^uifily a.- a deadly acid, that poisons
as it cvapDrales ,md \aiii.-lie-. His hrf)\\% however, was over-
clouded; and Mm.'. d".\i<:ieiiiun!. ,::uided by her woman's in-

stinct, siiarcd his .-adiiess without under.-tandin^f it. She Jia-;

hurt him. luiwittin-ly. as \'aiidenes.<e knew, lie tallxcd over
his positinii with her. a.- if his jealousy were one of those
hyjiothotical eases which hivers love to discuss. Then the
Manpiise un(h'r>tood it all. .She was so deeply movod, that
she could not keep liack the tean-^---and so these lovers entered
tile h.oaven of love.

Heaven and Hell are two rrrcat iiiia<_Mnative conception.s
forimilatin^' our idea- i<\' .loy and Sorrow—tlio.<e two poles
about whieli liuMian ev!>t,.!iee revolve^^. Is not heaven a fiirure

of -p.'eeh eoveriii'.^ now and for evermore an infinite of human
fcelinj: impossible to e\pre<s save in its accidents—since that
Joy is one? .\nd what is Hell but the symbol of our infinite

power io suffer tortures so diverse that of our pain it is

possible to fashion works of art, for no two human sorrows
are alike?

One evening' the two lovers sat alone and side by side,

silently watrhini: one of the fairest transformations of the
sky. a cloudless heaven lakint: liues of pale <:old and pur[)lo

from the last rays u\' the siin-et. With the slow fadinj,^ of

the dayli-:ht, sweet thouLdits xvm to awaken, and soft stir-

rini^s of pa.->ion and a mysterious sense of trouble in the

midst of calm. Nature >cis before ii> vairue images of blis.-,

biddinfr us enjoy the liapj)iness within our reach, or lament
it when it has lied. In tho.~e moments frau^dit with eneliant-

Jiient. when the tender lii,dit in the canopy of the sky blends
in Iiarmony with the spells wo-kin-r within, it is diflieult to

resist the heart".s desires ^M'own .so magically potent. Cares
are blunted, joy becomes ecsta.sy; pain, intolerable an>,niisli.

The pomp of .-un.sel lhms tlie simud for confessions and draws
them forth. Silence grows more dangerous than speech, for
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ivo? to pyos all tho ]in\v('r of \\m' infinite of flip lioavciis

iti'd in tln'ni. And for speech, the li'ii>t word lins irrt'-

!!i|i' nil rht. Is not tl hiilit mtii-^cd into tilt' voici' •.-.r. d

into till' ulancc; I> not iicavcn within u>. or do wv.

f.. I that we are in tlie heavcn-

\ inilcncssf an

ca

(1 Julie—for so slic had allowed herself to

he loved toled for the past few day: hv liim whom
-pt-.ik of as Citarl -\"andenesse and line were talk- in!.' to-

•ther. hut thev had drifted verv far f.Tin their oriirinal suh-

ii ft : and i f tl leir )kioK<ni w ords had L'rown nieaniiiLdess thev

listened in deli;.'ht to the un-poken thou<:hts that lurked in

tile sounds. Her hand lav in his. She had ahamloned it to

d' of 1ove.Ill without a thought that she had Lrranted a proc

Tofjether they leaned forward to look out upon a majestic

full of snows and ;rlaeiers and fantastic

fiks with "rav stains of shadow on their sides,

(loiid eountrv,

mountain po

a pieiure composed of sharp contrails i)etween fiery rod and

tl;" shadows of darkness, lillinjjr the skies with a fleeting

\ision of glory which cannot be reproduced—magnificent

swaddling-bands of sunrise, bright slinuid> of the dying sun.

As they leaned. Julie's hair bru-hed liglitly against \'ande-

ncsse's cheek. She felt that light contact, and shuddered vio-

!• lUly, and he even more, for imperceptibly they both had

re.iehed one of those inexyilicable crises when ipiiet has

'.vrought upon the senses until every faculty of perception i8

Ml keen that the slightest shock fills the heart lost in melan-

1 lioly with sadness that ovi-rflows in tears; or rai.ses joy to

ecstasy in a heart that is lost in the vertigo of love. Almost

involuntarily Julie pressed her lover's hand. That wooing

pressure gave courage to his timidity. All the joy of tlic

present, all the hopes of the future were blended in the emo-
tion of a first caress, the bashful trembling ki.-s that .Mine.

d'Aiglemont received upon her ciieek. The slighter the con-

cession, the more dangerous and insinuating it was. For

their double misfortune it was only too sincere a revelation.

I'wo noble natures had met and blended, drawn each to I'ach

by every law of natural attraction, held apart by every ordi-

nance.
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-iiHiiiflbti- •

Genoral <l-Aid..n,(.Mt .-anu. in ;,i tli.W v.rv ,m.nu>nt

be m th,. „,.v n.lHn.t S,. v.u Mand an un..onunonlv ,,,0,1
chanci' of an cuiha-sv. \ andrncsx'

'

(I.a.l,.s arul .JnUr looked at .ai-h ntluT and Unshod n.!
hat i.iush wa. on., nmro tir „, nnif thmi: then, was un'

thoncrht and on., n-mors,. in ..ithor nnnd : hotuvon ,wo lover.-gudy of a k,ss ,h..n. ,s a hond .,nilo a< stnm.- and UtpI,!,.
as the l,ond h.iv..vn two rol.h.rs who havo uHird.Tc,! a ma^.Sonu'tlnn- had to ho sai.] hv wav of reply

"1 do not care to l,,,v(. I'aris mnv." Charh's .aid
•'U- know why." said the (;,.noraI. with th. knowin- airof a man vho discovers a secrot. "^-ou .h, not !,ko to iZyour undo, boeauso you do not wish to lose vour ohano. of

suocoodiug tc the title."'
'

The Marquise took refucre in her room, and in her mindpassed a pitiless verdict upon hor hnsl.and
"Hi6 etupidity is really beyond anything!"

IV.

THE FIXGKK OK GOD

BETWEE>f the Rarriere dltalie and the llarriere de la Suntealong the boulevard which lea, . to the .Janlm dcV >la

"
V

you have a view of Paris lit to send an artist or the touris,'

shaded by tall, llnck-spreading trc^s. curv.^s with the ^n-aceof .ome green and silent fores, avenue, and vou see spread

Z ahnoT
'' "f? '""^'•^' J"''"'""^ ^vith factories look-ing almost countrified among green trees and the brouii

streams of the Hiovre or the (;oi)elins
On the opposite slope, beneath some thousands of ror.fs

packed close together like heads ui a crowd, lurks the squalor
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if tlif Faubourg Siiint-.Mnrcoau. The imjwiiinjj: cupola of

till I'MiitlKMiii, and tlic f^iiiii iiiflanclHilv dninc of the Val-du-

ilracr. tower proudly up aliovc a whole ttjwn in itself, built

"ipliitlu'ali'i'-wisc ; cvcit tier Iiciiilt j^'rotcsfiuely rej)re>eiil('d

1)V a crooked line of street, so tliat the two public nionuiiients

'Mi.k like a 1iul:(' pair of ;.naiits dwarlint,' into insignificance

Mil' poor little houses and the tallest poplars in the valley.

JM vuiir left Ih1ii)1<I tlie oljservat.uT, the day!i;,dit, pouring

;:li\\art its windows and galleries, jjroducing such fantastical

•range dlVcts that the building looks like a black spectral

-kclcldii. Further yet in the distance rises the elegant lan-

;i 111 tiiwcr iif the Invalidcs, snaring up between the bluish

I'lc iif the Liixci!ibi)urg and the gray tmirs of Saint-Sulpice.

! nan this standpoint th.e lines of the architecture are

'i-ndi'd with gn'i'ii leaves and gray shadows, and change

.viTy iiionient with every aspect of the heavens, every altera-

iImm (if light or color in the sky. .\far, the skyey spaces

tlietnselves seeni to be full of buildings; near, wind the ser-

!" niiiic curves of waving trees and green footpaths.

Away to your right, through a great gap in this singular

hitidscape, you see the canal Saint-^^a^tin, a lonir pale stripe

A nil its edging of reddish stone quays and fringes of lime

ivriiue. The long rows of l)uildings beside it, in genuine

h'uinan style, are the public granaries.

P.evond. a^rain. on the very last ]ilanc of all, see the snioke-

'iiiiined slopes of Belleville covered with houses and wind-

niills. which blend their freaks of outline with the chance

effects of clor.d. And still, between that horizon, vague a

-laiie childish recollection, and the serried range of roofs in

•he Talley, a whole city lit^s out of sight: a huge city, en-

L'ulfed, as it were, in a vast hollow between the pinnacles of

I'M' Hopital lie la Pitie and the ridge line of the Cinietiere

! FFlst, between suffering on the one hand and death on the

'her: a citv sending up a sniothered roar like ocean gruiu-

iiiing at the foot of a cliff, as if to let you know that ''I am
-re!"

When the sunlight j)ours like a flood over this strip of
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Pans, purifyin.t: and , ilu'ivalizin- the outlines, kindlinrr an-
sucrin.i: Ii.-lil< iinv iin.l llicic in tlic window piuu-. hri-Zlitcn-
in^' the red iilc.^, ll;iniin,Lr ahnut \\w '^nUhu (Tossi's, whiU'ning
walls and transf.,.rniiii- the atniospiiciv into a <:aiizv veil, call-
in.L^ i;i> rich conira-H ..f liLdii an.I f;inta^li(. .diadow ; when
the sky is l.luc and carlh <|iiivi"rs in \]u' heat, and tlip hollt;

arc pcalin.LT. then y.ui shall .-cc one of the .'hMpiont fairy
scenes wliich ^tanl[. ilicmsclves fur ever on the iniairinatinn,
a scene that ^-hall find as fanatical wor,-lii](ers as the won-
drous \icus (d' Naples and I'.yzanlium or ihe i-les of F|,,ri(la.

N'othinL'- is waniimr to cninplete the Iiarni-mv, the iniirniur
of ttie world of in.n and the idyllic (piiet of solitude, the
vmees of a niillion human creatures and the voice of (iod.
'I'here lie> a whole caj.ital henealh the peaceful cypresses of
IVTo-Lachaise.

'I'll'" latKNcaiie lay in all it< heanty. >park-lin,ir in the sprinir
siinli^rht. as 1 stcx^d lookiii-r out over it one niornin;?, mv hack
apainst a hu>:e elni-tr that tlun.ir its yellow flowers to the
wind. And at the siohi of the rich and" <r]orious view before
nie. I ihou.uhi hittcrly of the scorn with which even in our
literature we alfcct to Indd this land of ours, and pour.'d
maledictions on the pitialde plutocrats who fall out of love;

with fair FraiKv, and spend their >rold to aecpiire the right
of sneerinir at their own enuntry, hy iroinir throuirh Italv at
a pallop and inspectmi: that desecrated land through an opera-
glass. I cast loving eyes on modern I'aris. I was beginning
to dream dreams, when the sound of a kiss disturbed tlie soli'-

tnde and put philosophv to tli-ht. Down the sidewalk, along
the steep hank, above the rippling water, I saw beyond the
Ponte (\v:^ (iobelins the figure of a woman, dressed with
the daintiest simplicitv: she was .-^till young, as it .^eenied to
me. and the blithe ghuliiess of the landscape was reflected
in her sweet face. Ilci- com|)anion, a handsome voung man,
had jii-t set down a little hov. A prettier child has" never
been seen, and to this day 1 do not know whether it was the
little .me or his mother who received the kiss. In their youuir
faces, in their eye.«, their sn^ile, their every movement, you
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could road the siuik" dc'cp and tender tliDutrlit Their anus
wrre iiitorlaccd with j;ueh glad swift

u'' tlier with snch marvelous unaiiiiiiiiv of i

ness : thev drew e to-

'iis of uthini' but tlu'iiiselvcs, tlievdid not

iniHilse that, eun-

so inneli a>

second child tiowevei—a little girl, who liai

irew nie a iilane!i. r hack upon tlieui in sullen tliscontent—

t

and the expression of her eyes startled nie. She was a^

,ind as engaging as the little hrother whom she
.I'liut hv himself, sometimes hef

urned

l)rettv

eli to run
ore sometime

tlier and her companion; hut her charm was h

d now, as tihe stood mute and

aftrr t leir

eluMlsli.

iiiicanor suggested a torpid snake. The

motionless, her attitude and
re was something

in which tile iirettviiidescrihahly mechanical in the way
I -man and her companion pace(l up and down, in ahsenc'e

'if mind, probably, they were content to walk to and fro be-
MV'-en the little- bridge and a carriage that stood waiting near-
! at a corner in the boulevard, turning, stopping short now
and again, looking into each other's eyes, or breaking into
l.iMghter as their casual talk grew lively or hinguid. grave or
gay.

1 watched this delicious picture a while from mv hiding-
Puice by the great elm-tree, and should have turned awav no
d.'ubt and respected their privacy, if it had not been for a
chance discovery. In the face of the brooding, silent, elder
1 liild I saw traces of thought overdeep fur her age. When her
mother and the young man at her side turned and came near,
h'T head was frequently lowered; the f' "tive sidelong glances
-;' intelligence that she gave the pan' and the child her
i."-o!her were nothing less than extraordinary. Sometimes
:;!i' pretty woman or her friend would stroke the little boy"s
fair curls, or lay a caressing finger against the baby throat
<r the white collar as he played at keeping stej) with them;
and no words can describe the shrewd subtlety, the ingenuou.s
;Kiiiee, the fierce intensity which lighted up that pallid little

air with the faint circles already round the eyes. 'J'rulv tlier ;

>vas a man's power of passion in that strange-looking, delicate

nie girl. Here were traces of suffering or of thought in her;
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and V. hiih i- ili.. inmv ciTtain lokt-n of doalli when life i^; in

blossDiii— jihvsical siiircrin^'. or tho inalatly of too oarly

tIioii<:lit iircyiii;: iipdii a soul as yet in Imd '.' I'«'rha[)s n

iiiotluT kiinw-. For my own part. I know of nothini.' inon'

(Inadful to SIC tliaii an old nianV tlioii^zhts on a cliild's fop--

Iiead ; even lp|asj)li('rny from j.'irli-li lips is lex monstrous.
Till' almost stupid stolidity of this cliild who had hcu'iin

to think already, lur rarr ^'csturcs, cvcrythin;,' aboat Iut, m-
tiTcstcd inc. I scrutinized her cui'iously. Then the cnmiiinn

whim ef the nh-crver drew me to e('m])arc her with her

brother, and to n ite their likenes.- and unlikcn"s.s.

Her brown hair and dark ey< and look of precocious powrr
made a rich <'"iitra-t with the liltie one's fair curled head

and sea-green eye.s and winninir helplessnes?. She. perliap-.

was scicn or ei::lit xcirs nf ,\;jr: the boy was full four vi'^irs

younger. Both children were dressed alike; but hero again.

loiiking e1ii~ely. 1 not iced a dilVerence. It was verv sli'.di!,

a little thing enough; but in the lieht of aftir events T -^aw

that it meant a whole nunanee in the past. :! whole trageilv

to eoiu". 'I'he little brouiidiaired maid wore a linen collar

with a plain hem. her brother"-; was edged with daintv <
m-

broidery. that was all; but therein lay the c<infession of a

heart's secret, a tacit preference which a chiid can re-M] in

the mother's inmost voul as clearly as if tlu' spirit of (Icrd re-

vealed it. The fair-hairc(l child, careless and glad, look-'d

almost like a girl, his skin was so fair and fresli. his ino\i'-

ments .<o graeeful. his look so sweet : while his older sister.

in spite of her eneigy, in spite of the beauty of her features

and her da/zling complexion, looked like a sicklv little bov.

In her bright eyes there was none of the humid softness which

lends such charm to children's fai'es; they seemed, like

courtiers' eyes, to be dried by some inner fire; and in her

pallor there was a certain swarthy olive tint, the .^ign of

vigorous i-haracter. 'F'wice her little brother came to her,

holding out a tiny InintinL'-horn with a touching charm, a

winning look, and wistful expression, which would have sent

('harlot into ecstasies, but she onlv scowled in answer to his
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Ilirf, Ht'Ipiv. will voii laki' it o [XTsiifisivi'Iy <\)t en.

,ViU

liltlc <,nrl, so .-oiniin' ;iii(| vclicincut li.ticnth Ii.t ii|p[)art'nt

frnncc. .-Iiiiddcri'il. ,iiiil even tlii^lir-d

licr caiiii' Ill-ill- her: imf tlii> litt

-i.-t('r"s (iiiik mood.

rod wlifii her
If one scciiu'd Hot to notifo

and his iiriconscioii-ncss, birndcd witli
rii.-tii.'s>. iiiiirk.'d a final diir.Tcncc in character hctuccri t

rhdd and the little .rirl.

IP

i" liie .u'looiii of a man's knowledire and

whose lirow was overclouded alnad',

•M
oarci

ininia. llel.- ne will not I'lay." cried the lift e one. seiz-
ivi: an opportunity to complain while the two stood silent

•A til out tic; (lobe ins.

']>et her alone, Charles; you know verv well that she i.q

Jiiuavs cross.

T. ars sprang' to Helene'r eyes at the word, so tln.UL'htlesslv
iiered hy her mother as she turned ahruiitly to tl

rn.fn iiv tier side hil <l devoured
-lie jjavc her brother otic of t

tl le

vounir

speech in silence,

lose i^racious' loo I,

s« .-mcd inc.Nplicahle to mo, ^dancinij; with a sinister ex
the hank where li(> stood to the Hievre. th

iHilll

that

pression

. en at the
ir:(l;:c and the view, and then at me.

I was afraid lest my j)resonce should disturb tho happy
'<'i!ple; I slipped away and took refii,<:o behind a thick.'t of
elder trees, which completely screened me from all eyes. Sit-
iinir quietly on the summit i4 the bank, 1 watclied "the ever-
chan^rin^' land.scape and the (ierce-lookim: little ,i:irl. for with
liiy head almost on a level with the boulevard 1 could still

- • her throu<rh the leaves, lieleiie seemed uneasy over my
M!.-iippearancc, her dark eyes looked for me down" the alley
an.: behind the trees with indelinable curiosity. What was
i •" her? Then Charles" baby hiu^diter rang out like a bird's
.MHig in the silence. The tall, young man, with the same fair
inir. was dancing him in his arms, .showering ki.sses upon

11 nil, and the meaningless baby words of that "little lan-
LTuage"" which rises to our lips when we plav with children.
I lie mother looked on smiling, now and then", doubtless, put-

;
ng in some low word that came u]) from the heart, for her
'inpanion would stop short in his full happiness, and the
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liluf fvos thnt turriPtl townrds Iht were full of plowing lipht

.111(1 l-ivc ,irii! wnrsliip. 'I'hcir voico. I.li'tidmi,' with thi' I'tiild'-i

voice, ri'iii lud iiic with ji vmlmic sense of ;i caress. The thrc
lijiuro. chiiniiirii,' in themselves, eomposeil m lovelv seme iti

a glorion^- hni(lse!i|.e. lillinp it with m pervasive iinimai:inaii|r

V'racf. A ileiicatelv I'air woriinn. radiant with siiiih-s. a child

of !n\i>. a vuiiiit,' man with the irre-is'ihie chartii of vnuth,
a iloiidlcss sky; nothin;: was wanting: in nature to complete
a perl'ect harmony for the deli^rht of the «oul I found my-
self -iiiilinL' as if their hap])ine«s had heeti mv own.

'I'he clocks struck nin<'. The yoim<r man jravc a tender
cmhrace to his companion, and went towards the tilhtiry

whiili an old servant drove slowly to meet him. Tho lady
had irrown -.'rave and almost .sid. TIr' fhild's prattle soiindeil

ii'i'l ked tiiroiiLrh the last farewcdl kis.ses. Then the tilhurv
rolled away, and ihe lady stood motionless, listeninj,' to tilt'

sound of ihe wiieels, watching' the little cloud of dii.st rai-ed

hy its passa;:e aioiii: tlu' road. Cliarles ran ilown the Krccn
paihuav Ikk k to the hridge to join his sister. I heard his

silver voice calling' to her.

"Wliy did you not come to say good-hye to my good
friend r" cried he.

Ileieiie looked up. Never surely did such hatred gleam
from a child's eyes as from hers at that moment when she

turned them on the brother who stood beside her on the bank
side. .She gave him an angry push. Charles lost his footing
on the .-lecp slope, ,-tumbled over the roots of a tree, and fell

headhjiig forwards, dashing his forehead ou the sharp-edged
stones of the embankment, and, covered with blood, disap-

peared over the edge into the muddy river. The turbid
water closed over a fair, bright head with a shower of

spla.-lies; one sharp shriek after another rang in my ears;

then the sounds were stilled by the thick stream, and the poor
child sank with a iluU sound as if a stone had been thrown
into the water. The accident had happened with more than
lightning swiftness. I sprang down the footpath, and
Helene, stupefied with horror, shrieked again and again:
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M.iriirnn ! riianiriiii
!''

Tiir iMutlKT uiw llu'iv at iny si.],.. She liad flown to fli

I Iik«' a bird, liiit ticilluT a iiiollur s eve- nor niiMt >uli

ih.' .'x; lit place wlicrc ih, iitl

IV was a wi.lc sfiacc .,1' I. lack hurrvir

c oiic hail L'oiic under.

e.j water, a

-tlialle

hed of tlie iiievrc tcii t'lM t nt' huh
-t possibility of savin;: tlie child. \

nd I "low
here ua- rmt the

I one is stirrin;.'

in-, and there ;ire iii ither

'I'

a! that iionr on a .Siinda\ morn
liaip-^ nor an;:lcr> on the Hicvre
;n M^'ht, not a jiolc to [ihiinli th>' liltliy -tream. Whit n...d
wa- there for ine to explain how the u^lv-

MTi' wa- not a irealun

lookini: JiccidiTit

appened—ace id<nl or ini-roriun

Had llt'lene aven'red her fath

wliiclie\cr it nn :ht

.ri- the sword of (iod. And y( t when I

1 -fuvered. W liat fearful ordeal awail.

'••Iiirn to her luHhand. the jndi'e before v.l

r!' Her jeaIou<y -ureiv

\eil at t he niiither

•U her when -he slioudd

her d avs: And here with her was
loin -111' nn-: -land

111 m-eparahle, ineor-
[itihle witness. A child's foreliead is transparent, a chil
•• hides no thoiii.dits, and a lie, lik

-•lows out in red that colors even tl

a red fhime set withi

le eye>. Itiit the iinhappv
w.'iuan had nut thought as yet of the piini.-hniont awailini,'

r at home; slio was staring into the IJievro.

Such an ovont ninst inevitaltly send gliastiv echoes
ifirough a woman's life, and here is"one of the most terrible

; iho reverberations that troubled Julie's love from time to
'line.

Several years had gone by. The .Manpiis de \'andenesse
^ore mourning for his father, and succeeded to hi.- estates.
"lie evening, therefore, after dinner it liappeiied that a
notary was present in his house. This was no pcmfoi:i:ing
lawyer after Sterne's pattern, but a very solid, suh-tantia'i
i 'tary of Paris, one of your estimable men who do a -tunid
tiling pompously, set down a foot heavily upim your private
• nrn, and then ask what in the world there is to crv out
-: 'Ut? If, by accident, they come to know the full extent

the enormity, '"Lpon my word," cry they, "I hadn't a no-
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tion 1" Tliis was i wcll-iiunitioncd ass, in short, who could
i-oe nothiiiir in life but (Uvih and documents.

Mine. dWi^li'iiioiit had Incn dininix with M. dc Vandonossr;
her husband iiad excused liiinsclf before dinner was over, for

he was takin<r iiia two ehihlren to the play. They were to

go to some Boulevard tlieatre or other, to the Anibiirn-

Coniiiino or tlio (Jaiete. sensational meK)drama l)eini: judL'i'd

harndess here in Paris, and suital)U' pabuhim for ehihlhood,
hecau.se innocence is always triumphant in the fifth act. Tln'

hoy and girl had teased llieir father to be there before the

curtain rose, so he had left the table hefore dessert was
served.

But the notary, the iinperturl)al)le notary, utterly incapable

of asking himself why Mme. d'Aiglemont should have al-

lowed her hushand and children to go without her to tlic

play, sat on as if he were screwed to his chair. Dinner was
over, dessert had been prolonged by discussion, and cotfe(!

delayed. All the.se things consumed time, doubtless precious,

and drew impatient movements from that charming woman;
she looked not unlike a thoroughbred pawing the ground be-

fore a race; but the man of law, to whom horses and women
were eciually unknown quantities, simply thought the Mar-
quise a very lively and sparkling personage. So enchantnl
was he to be in the company of a woman of fashion and a

political celebrity, that he was exerting himself to shine in

conversation, and taking the lady's forced smile for approba-
tion, talked on with unflagging spirit, till the Marquise was
almost out of patience.

The master of the house, in concert with the lady, had

more than once maintained an eloquent silence when the law-

yer expected a civil reply: but these significant pauses were

employed by the talkative nuisance in looking for anecdotes

in the fire. M. de Vandenes.se had recourse to his watch

;

the charming ^farquise tried the experiment of fastening her

bonnet strings, and made as if she would go. But she did

not go, and the notary, blind and deaf, and delighted with
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ti,.-i'lf, wa.-J quite convincrd that liis ini('n'>tiiii,f convorsa-

.luil powers were sullicicnt to keep tlic lady on the spot.

"1 shall ccrtainlv have that woman for a client," said he

limisc

Mcanwhik' the Marqui.-o stood, piiltin.cr on her udoves, twist-

ic equally impalicnt Manpiis- Ill r fin''ers, looking from tl

\'aiidi'nesse to the lawyer, still pouiidinj,' away. .\t every

iM.r In

i,i-t:

isms tlie cliarniin<rIII the worthy man's fire of wittie

aved a sijrh nf relief, and their looks said plainly, '"At

le IS reallv "oin''

'

NOlliiiiij of t le cm d. It was a niditmare which could

Hilly ( nil in e.xasperating the two impassioned creatures, on

awver had somethin<r of the fascinat in;; elici- .f

-uake on a pair of birds; before !on<; they would be driven
' ' lilt lum short.

riu- clever nf)tary was giving them the history of the dis-

(I'lditable ways in which one du Tillet (a stockbroker then

niirh in favor) had laid the foundations of his fortune: all

the ins and outs of the whole disgraceful business were ac-

nirately j)ut before them; and the narrator was in the very

middle of his tale when .M. de Vandenos.-;e heard the clock

-irike nine. Then it became clear to him that his legal ad-

\:mt was very enqiliatically an idiot who must be sent forth-

••;'h about his business. He stop])ed him resolutely with a

_' St lire.

"The tongs, my lord Marquis!'" ijueried the notarv, hand-
iiii: the object in question to his client.

"\'o, monsieur. I am compelleil to send you away. ]\Ime.

: Aiglcmont wishes to join her children, and 1 shall have the
! -'iinr of eseorting lier."'

.Vine o'cleik already I Time goes like a shadow in pleas-

:iin company." said the man of law, who had talked on end
. "r the past hou:.

He looked for his hat. planted him.-elf before tlii' lire, witli

•: suppressed hiccough; and. without heeding the Marquise's

'vithvring glances, spoke once more to his impatient
' lient

:
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•'!'()
siiiii up, my lord Maniiiis. Business before all things.

'r<'-niorr<)W. then, we must subixenn your l)r()tlier; we will

proceed to mnkc out the inventory, iincf faith, after that
"

So ill had the lawyer understood his instructions, that his
imprc.-.-ion was the exact opposite to the one intended. It

was a delicate matter, and Nandenesse, in spite of himself.
I>eu^•ln to put the thick-headed notary right. The discussion
which followed took up a certain amount of time.

••Listen." the diplomati,-t said at last at a sign from the
lady, "you are |)u;^zlin;,f my hrains; come hack to-morrow at

nine o'clock, and hrini,^ niy solicitor with vou."

"But as I have the lumor of observing, my lord Marquis,
we are not certain of finding M. Desroches "to-morrow, and
if the writ is not issued hy noon to-morrow, the days of grace
will expire, and then

"

As he spoke, a carriage entered the courtyard. The poor
woman turned >harply away at the sound to hide the tears

in her eyes. The Manpiis rang to give the servant orders to

say that he was not at home; hut ix'fore the footman could
answer the hell, the lady's husband reappeared. Me had re-

turned unexpectedly from the (iaiete, and held both children
by tlie hand. The little girl's eyes were red; the boy was
fretful and very cross.

"What can have happened?" a.^ked the Marquise.
"I will tell you hy and hy," said the General, and catch-

ing a glimpse through an open door of new.<papers on the

table in the adjoining sitting-room, he went otF. The Mar-
quise, at the end of her patience. Hung herself down on the

sofa in desperation. The notary, thinking it incumbent upon
him to he amiable with the children, .spoke to the little hoy
in an insinuating tone:

"Well, my little man, and what is there on at the

theatre?"

"Tl,i' Vallni of the Tomtit," said Gustave sulkily.

"I'pon my word ami honor," declared the notary, "authors
nowadays are half crazy. The Valley of the Torrent! Wliv
not the Torrent of the Valley ? It is conceivable that a valley
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••i;_'ht l)f^ wilhoul a torrent in it ; now if tlioy had said the

Toirmt of tlu' Valloy, tlmt won!.! liavc licon somothin<r clear,

- iiin'tliintr j)rccisc, sornctliinir deliniti' and comprchcnsihle.

i; i! never mind tl^at. Now. how is a drama to take phioo in

.. lunviit and in a valley ? Vou will tdl me that in those

e;i\s iln' ])rini-ipal attraction lies in the srcnic ctfrct, and
;. titlr is a ciipital advertisement.—And did you enjoy it,

: . iitti'' fritnd!'"" he contintied, siltuiir down hofore the
• Uild.

When the notary pursued his inquiries as to the jiossihili-

- "f a drama in the hed of a torrent, tlu' little irirl turned
- uly away and hesran to cry. Her mother did not notice

: :- m her inieii.-e annoyance.

<)h! yes, monsieur, I enjoyed it very much," said the

I hdd. "'J'here was a dear little l)oy in the plav, and he was
;i'! alone in the world, iietause his papa could not have heen
hi- real papa. And when he came to the top of the hridire

ou r the torrent, a big, naughty man with a heard, dn'ssed

;!i! Ill hlack, came and tiirew him into the water. And then
lleiHU' l)egan to soh and cry, and everybody sc Ided us, and
•ither Ijrought us away quick, (piick

"'

M. de \'andenesse and the Marquise looked on in dull

liiazcment, as if all power to think or move had heen sud-

fif-nly paralyzed.

"Do be quiet, Gustavo I" cried the General. "I told you
liiat you were not to talk about anything that happened at

tile play, and you have forgotten what 1 said alreadv."'

"Oh, my lord Marqui.«, your lordship must excu.-e him,"
1 iicd the notary. "I ought not to have asked (juestions, but
! had no idea

"

'He ought not to have answered them," said the General,
linking .sternly at the child.

It seemed that the ilanjui.-^e and the master of the house
i'-th perfectly understood why the children had eouie l)aci<

-1 suddenly. Mme. dWiglemont looked at her dauuhter. and
; i-e as if to go to her. but a terrible convulsion pa.-sed over
!•> r face, and all that could be read in it was relentless se-

M-rity.
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"That will do. Ilrl.'n.'." she said. "Go into the other
room, and loavo ofT crvin^'."

"What can she have done, poor child!" asked tho notary,
thinking to ajiprasc the mother's aiiLrer and to stop lIiMenc's
tears at one -iioke. "So pretty as she is, she must he as
^'ood as can lie; never anyihini: hul a joy to her mother. I

will In' Koiind. l>n"t that >o. my little ;,'irl.-'"

Helene cowered, looked at her mother, dried her evr>,

stru_i:,i:lcd for (umposure, and took rcfiitje in the next room.
".\nd yon. madame. are too frood a mother not to love all

your chihlrcn alike. You are too ijood a woman, hesides,

to have any of those lamentahle preferences which have such
fatal cU'ect^. as we lawyers have only too much reason to

know. Society ^'oes throu^rh our hands; we see its passions
in that most revolting,' form. ,i:reed. Hero it is the mother
of a family tryinir to disinherit her husband's chil-

dren to enrich the others whom she loves better; or it is tho
liusband who tries to leave all his i)roperty to the child who
has done his best to earn his mother's hatred. And then
be;:in (piarrels. and fears, and deeds, and defeasances, and
sham sales, and trusts, and all the rest of it; a pretty mess,
in fact, it is pitiable, upon my honor, pitiable! There are
fathers that will spend their whole lives in cheatin,<r their

children and rohhinj,' their wives. Yes, robbing is the only
word for it. We were talking of tra>redy; oh! I can assure
you of this, that if we weie at liberty to tell the real reasons
of some donations that I know of, our modern dramatists
would have the material for .<ome sensational bourgvuis
dramas. How the wife mana<res to <i(;t her way, as she in-

variably does, I eannoi tiiink: for in spite of appearances,
ind in spite of their weakness, it is always the women who
•iirry the day. Ah! by the way, they d n't take me in. I

alwav< know the rea-en at the bottom of those predilections

which the world politely styles 'unaccountable.' But in jus-

tice to the husbands, 1 must say that thei/ never discover anv-
ihintr. You will tell me that this is a merciful di.spens ^"

Helene had come back to the drawing-room with her
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father, and was listening attentively. So well (i'id sh.

-iaiii! all that was said, that si

12ft

Hider-

ii'ance, feel in''

a.s said, that she gav(> lier mother a friphlened

.
with a eliild's (|iiick instinct, that these re-

marks would aggravate the i»nnislunent hanging over her.
The Marquise turned her white faeo to \andenesse; and.
uith terror in her eyes, indicated her husnand, who stood

ii nis t
iO car-

is eyes lived ahsently on the flower pattern of th
N The diplomatist, aeeoniplished man of the world though
was. could no longer contain his wratli. he gave the man
law a withering glance.

•.Step this way. sir." he said, and he wenr hurriedly to the
'r of the ante-cluunber; the notary l(>ft h sentence half

finished, and followed, (juaking, and the luishand and wife
were left together.

r," said the Varquis de Vandencsse—ho banged"Now. SI

the drawing-room door, and spoke with
"c\( T since dinner you have d

concentrated ra<r<'

one nothing hut make blunders
and talk folly. For heaven's sake. go. You will make the
iiiost frightful mischief before you have done. If you are
a clever man in your profession, keep to your i)rofession: and
if by any chance you should go into society, endeavor to be
iiiiire circun-spert."

With that he went hack to the drawing-room, and did not
<ven wish the notary good-evening. For a moment tha.
'wirthy stood diimfoiinded. bewildered, utterly at a loss.
Then, when the buzzing in his ears subsided, he thousrht he
licard some one moaning in the next room. Foot.=teps came
;!iid went, and bells were violently rung. Ik' was by no
I .cans anxious to meet the Manjuis again, and found the
liM' of his legs to make good ]u> e.-^cape. only to run against
a hurrying crowd of servants at the door.

"Just the way with all tlu.^^ grand folk." said he to him-
self outside in the street as he looked about for a cab. "They
I'Md you on to talk with compliments, and vou think you
;!' amusing them. Xot a bit of it. They treat you inso-
ntly; put you at a distance; eyen put you out at the door
'nihout scruple. After all, I talked yery cleverly, I said
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nothin^r hut what way s.'nsible, wr'l turned, and discreet ; and,
upon tnv word, iic advises mo to ho more cirouinspoct in fu-
ture. J will tak<" ^'ood care of that! Kh ! the mischief take
it! I am a notary and a meniher of my ehamber! I'shaw!
It was an andms.-ador's fit of temper. nothin|i: is sacred for
pet.ple of that kind. To-morrow he shall explain what he
meant l.y saying' that I had done nothing hut blunder and
talk nonsense in his iiouse. 1 will ask hiin for an explana-
tion—that is. 1 will ask him to explain my I'dstake. After
all is done and said, I am in the wron^' perhrps Upon
my word, it is very ^^ood of me to cudgel my brains like this.

What business is ii of mine?"
So the notary went home and laid the eniirnui before hi.s

spouse, with a complete account of tlie evening's events re-

lated in sequence.

And she replied, ".My dear Crottat, His Excellency was
perfectly right when ho said that you had done nothing but
blunder and talk folly."

"Why ?"

"My dear, if I told you why, it would not prevent vou
from doing the same thing somewhere else to-morrow. 1 "tell

you again—talk of nothing but business wdien you go out;
that is my advice to you."

"If you will not tell me, I shall ask him to-morrow "

"Why. dear me! the veriest noodle is careful to hide a
thing of that kind, and do you suppose that au ambas-sador
will tell you about iff Really. Crottat, I have never known
you so utterly devoid of common-sense."
"Thank you, my dear."

ill

TWO MEETINGS

One of Xapoleon's orderly stafT-oflicers, who shall be known in

this history only as the (;eneral or the Manpii.s, had come
to spend the spring at \ ersailles. He had made a large for-

*f
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time under the Restoration; and as his place at Court would
i.nt allow him to go very far from Paris, hv had taken a coun-
in house hetween the eliureh and the barrier of ^[ontreuil,
(.n the road that leads to the Avemu" do Saint-Cloud.
The house had been built originally as a retreat for the

>ii(>rt-lived loves of some ffnnul scujncur. The grounds were
very large; the gardens on either side extending from the
t:rsr houses of Montreuil to the thatehed cottages near the
harrier, so that the owner could enjoy all the pleasures of
-dlitude with the city almost at his gates. By an odd piece
of coutradietion, the whole front oi" the house itself, with
ihr principal entrance, gave directly upon the street. IVr-
!ia|i- in time past it was a tokrably lonely road, and in-
'V((i this theory looks all the more probable when one comes
to ihink of it; for not so very far away, on tiiis same road,
Louis Quinze built a delicious summer villa for Mile, de
li'iiians, and the curious in such things will discover tliat

III.' wayside casinos are adorned in a style that recalls tradi-
t ons of the ingenious ta.ste displayed in debauchery by our
aiue^^tors who, with all the license laid to their charge, sought
to invest it with secrecy and mystery.

< >ne winter evening the family were by themselves in the
ioiiely house. The servants had received permission to go to
\

.
rsailles to celebrate the wedding of one of their number.

I; uas Christmas time, and the holiday makers, presuming
u}M.n the double festival, did not scruple to outstav their
leave of absence; yet, as the General was well known to be a
man of his word, the culprits felt some twinges of con-
sM'-nee as they danced on after the hour of return. The
<ioiks struck eleven, and still there was no sign of the ser-
vants.

A deep silence prevailed over the country-side, broken only
!y the sound of the northeast wind whistling through the
i'lack branches, wailing about the house, dying in gusts along
ill'' corridors. The hard frost had purilled the air, and held
The earth in its grip; the roads gave back every sound with
tile hard metallic ring which always strikes us with a new
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surprise; the !ii>aw footstopp of some holatod reveler, or a

pal) rftiiriiiii;,' to Paris, could be licanl for a long distance

with unwonted di.-linctnoss. (Jut in the courtyard a few
dead leaves set a-dancing by some eddying gust found a

voice Cor the night which fain had been silent. It was, in

fact, one of those sharp, frosty evenings that wring barren

e.\])rcssions of pity from our seilisii ease for wayfarers and
the poor, and fills us with a luxurious sense of the comfort
of the fireside.

Hut the family party in the salon at that hour gave not

a thought to ab.~ent servants nor houseless folk, nor to the

gracious charm with whii a winter evening sparkles. No
one played the pliilosojiher out of sea.son. Secure in the

protection of an old soldier, women and children gave them-
selves up to the joys of home life, so delicious when there i8

no restraint upon feeling; and talk and play and glances are

bright witli frankness and affection.

The General sat, or more properly speaking, lay buried,

in the depths of a huge, high-back armchair by the hearth.

The heaped-up hre burned scorching clear with the excessive

cold of the night. The good father leaned his head slightly

to one side against the hack of tiie chair, in the indolence of

perfect serenity and a glow of happiness. The languid, half-

sleepy droop of his outstretched arms ><eemed to complete

his expression of placid content. He was watching his

youngest, a l)()y of five or thereabouts, who, half clad as he

was, declined to allow his mother to undress him. The little

one fled from the night-gown and cap with which he was
threatened now and again, and stoutly declined to part with

his embroidered collar, laughing when his mother called to

him. f'nr he saw that she too was laughing at this declaration

of infant independence. The next step was to go back to

a game of romps with his sister. She was as much a child

as he, but more mischievous ; and she was older by two years,

and could speak distinctly already, whereas his inarticulate

words and confused ideas were a puzzle even to his parents.

Little Moina's playfulness, somewhat coquettish already, pro-
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vokcd ine.\tin^nuslml)lt' laiiirlitcr. cxplo.^ions of merriment
«hirli went off like (innvorks for no iippiircnt ciiiiso. As tliey
iiiniiilf'.I about before tlie fiio, unconeernedly tlisithuinir little

fiiniip i)o(lies and delicate white eontoiirs." as the "dark and
-..Iden curls Miin'rled in a collision of rosy cheeks dimpled
with childish pice, a father surclv. a mother most certainlv,
imist have understood those little souls, and seen the char-
nrUT and power of j)assion already developed fur tli.'ir I'V.^s.

A-^ the cherubs frolicked about, strufrglinj:, rollin<r. iuid
iiwubling without fear of hurt on the soft carpet, its ilmvcrs
inokcd palt beside the glowini: white and red of their checks
:nd tile brilliant color of their shining eyes.
On the sofa by the fire, opposite the prpcat armchair, the

rhddren's mother sat among a heap of scattered garments,
^vith a little scarlet shoo in her hand. She seemed to have
f-'iven herself up completely to the enjoym'nt of the moment;
wavering discipline had rclaxe<l into a sweet smile engraved
iii">n her lip.s. At the age of six-and-thirty. or thercirbouts,
.-hi' WHS a beautiful woman still, by ri'ason of the rare pcrfec-
unu of the outlines of her face, "and at this moment light
(i!i(i warmth and happiness filled it with preternatural
iirightness.

Again and again her eyes wandered from her children, and
liii'ir tender gaze was turned upon her husband's grave face;
.•'!id now and again the eyes of husband and wife met with'
u -ilent exchange of happiness and thoughts from some inner
ii('j)th.

Tlie (ieneral's face was deeply bronzed, a strav lock of
j:ray hair scored shadows on his forehead. The reckless
-"iirage of the battlefield could be read in the lines carved
M! his hollow cheeks, and gleams of rugged strength in the
I'iue eyes; clearly the bit of red ribbon flaunting at his button-
iiole had been paid for by hardship and toil. An incxprcssi-
tiie kindliness and frankness shone out uf the strong, resolute
-i''e which reflected his children's merrimi'ni; Uie gray-
i.iired captain found it not so very hard to become a child
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•igaiii. Is tli.ri' not always a littlo love of children in the
Ilea rt (if a sol.lier who has seen enough of the seamy s-",.
of life to know soniethin-i: of the piteous limitations of
strenglh ami the privileges of weakness?

At a round table nitluT further awav, in a eirele of bri'dit
lamplight that (liiiiine.l the feehler illumination of the wm\
candles on the ehimney-pieee, >at a hoy of thirteen, rapi.llv
turning the pages ,.f „ thick volume which he was roadin<'
umlist.irlM.d l,v th.. shouts of the ehildren. There was °i'

boy's cunoHty in his face. From his hjrrrus uniform he was
evidently a schooll.oy, and the hook he was reading was the
Arabian Mglit,. Sm.dl wond.r that 1 was deeplv'^ahsorhed.
He sat perfectly still in a meditative aiitude, witli his elbow
on the tahle, and his hand propping his head—the white
fingors contracting strongly with the brown hair into which
they were thrust. As he sat. with the light turned full upon
his face, and the rest of his body in shadow, he looked like
one of iJaphaelV dark portraits of himself—a bent head and
intent eyes tilled with visions of the future.
Between the table and the Manpiise a tall, beautiful girl

sat at her tapestry frame; sometimes she drew oack from her
work, sometimes she bent over it. and her hair, picturesque
in its ebony smoothness and darkness, caught the li^rht of
the lamp. Ileleiie was a picture in herself! In her beauty
there was a rare distinctive character of power and retine-
nient. Though iier hair was gathered up and drawn back
from her face, so as to trace a clearly marked line about her
head, so thick and abundant was it. so recalcitrant to the
comb, that it sprang i)ack in curl-tendrils to the nape of
her neck. The bountiful line of eyebrows was evenlv marked
out in dark contracting outline upon her pure forehead. On
her n[)i)er lip, beneath the (Jrceian no.^e with its sensitively
perfect lurve of nostril, there lay a faint, swarthy shadow,
the sign-manual uf courage; but tiic enchanting roundues',
of contour, the frankly innocent expression of her other
features, the transparence of tlie delicate carnations, tlie

voluptuous softness of the lips, the liawlcss oval of the out-
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line i»f tho face, and with these, ami more thnn all these,

I'lM' siiiitlikf fxpres.-ion in the gi^li^ll eyes, j.'avc to her

.i;:()rn;is loveliness the distinctive touch of feminine fjraee,

liiiit ciicliiintin^'' modesty which wc look for in these anfjels

ami Vet il HTC W as no siiLTfjestion of frairility

iliout lier: and, surely, with so jrrand a woman's frami', so

;;ttractive a face, .he must [)o^sess a corresponding' warmth
!.f heart and stnii;_'th of miuI.

She was as silent as her schoolijoy hrother. Seemingly a

|inv lo the fatid'id maiden meditations which hatlle a father's

["•nitration and even a moiher's sa^^acity, it was impossihle
t.' he <'ci'tain whctlier it was the lampli«rht that cast those

-liadows that lliitefj over her face like thin clouds over a
rht sk\ tl thei dch of indpccret

(Minful thou<,dits.

Uushand and wife had quite forgotten tlie two older cliil-

i!n n at that moment, tiiough now and ajrain the (ieneral's

i;u<'-tioning glance traveled t) tliat second mute picture; a

iiirL'iT growth, a gracious realization, as it were, of the hopes
1 rnhudied in the ha])y forms rioting in the foreground. Their
liK cs made up a kind of living poem, illustrating life's various

i)ii:i-cs. The luxurious hackground of the salon, the different

.ittitudes, the strong contrasts of coloring in the I'aces, diffcr-

Hi:r with the character of differing ages?, the modeling of the

t'''iii- hrought into high relief by the light—altogether it was
,i page of liuman il\', richly illunnnated beyond the art of

painter, sculptor, or poet. Silence, solitude, night and winter

!(ii! a final touch of majesty to eoniplelo the simplicity and
vihlimity of this exquisite effect of nature's contriving. Mar-
';id life is full of these sacred hours, which perhaps owe their

inlciinahle charm to some vague memory of a better world.

\ divine radiance surely shines upon them, the destined com-
n-ation lor some portion of earth's sorrows, the .-^olace which

'K'lih's man to accei)t life. We seem to behold a vision of

ui fiii'iiant''d univi'r-e, ihi' great conception of its system
\. itlcns out before our eyes, and social lite pleads for its laws
!iv biddini!: us look to the future.

f
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tlie elairvnyant u^i\ read the secrets whieh tin.- wife (to all
appoaranee so reli;:iously faithful in the fuUilment .»f her
duties) l.e|i,.ved to he huri..! in her own h.-art as doeDlv as
in a jzrave ?

"^ •'

lloleno had rea.'hed an a-o when puritv of soul inelines
to pass over-n-.d jud-ments. A certain order of mind is
apt to e.va--erate tran-ivssion into erime; imagination re-
acts upon eonxienee. and a youn^' jrirl is a hard jud-ro he-
cause she nia-nilies ih.> seriousness of the otTenco' Fl'-lene
.seemed to think herself worthv of no one. Perhaps there
was a secret in her past life, perhaps something had hap-
pened. unintelli^riM,, ,„ |„,p ,^, t,,^, jj,,,,._ ,^^^, ^^.j^,^ ^rra.luallv
developing,' si.umficane.. for a mind ^rrown susceptible to re-
li;,nous intluences: somethm^r which latelv seemed to have
de>,'raded her. as it were, in her own eves, and accordin-r to
hor own romantic standard. This ciian<r.. in her demeanor
dated from the day of readiufr SchillerV noble tra^'edv of
nUhclm Ivll m a new series of translations. Her motiier
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•.laiiny. it was a tyranny invisiiilc to ail l»ut the victim;

,itid for tlie rest. tlii>e conjectiire> only called forlli after

event nuist remain eonjectnres. I'litil tln^ niyht no ac-ihc

iiiMii;: llash of li>;ht had escaiied either (d' tiieiii. hut an
ominous mystery was too surely ^n-owin<i up lu'tween them,
a mystery known only to themselves and (iod.

"Come, .\hel,"" called tlie .Mar(|ui>e, seizitiLr on her opp,>r-

t'lnity when the children were tired td' jiiav and -till for a

nioment. "Come, come, child; you must l)e put to hed
"

And witli a j^lance that must l)e obeyed, she caui.dit him
ii|) and took him on her knee.

"What I" exclaimed the (ieiieral. ••na]f-pa>t ten o'clock,

iiiid not one of the servants has come l)ack I The rascals!

—

• iustave," he addetl. tiirnin^f to liis .-on, "J allowed vou to read

liiat hook only on liie condition that you shoulil ])iit it away
iit ten o'clock. You ou^ht to have shut up the liook at the

[•roper time and i^one to bed. as you promised. If you mean
to make your mark in the world, you mu.-l keep your word;
i<-l it be a second rc!i;;ion to you. and a point of iioiior. Fox,

cue of the greatest of English orators, was remarkaiiie, above
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all thini:?. for the hoauty of his clmnK tcr. nnd tho vorv first
of his qualirii- was tho sfrupiilous faithfiiliKvs witii which he
kept his en-ap iiionts. When he was a chil.K his father (an
Lnghshnian of tlic old s.^hool) pnv him a prettv strnn-r l,.s-

son which he never for-ol. Like most rich Kiiirlisluncn
I'ox s tatiicr had a country house and a considerable park
about It. Now. in the i)ark there M-as an old sunnner-h.MHe
and orders had b.'en -iven that this summer-house was to
be pulled down and put up sonw-where el>e where tliere wa.
a finer view. Fox was just about vour a^^c. and had come
home for the holidays. Boys are fond of seeing things pulled
to pieces, so young Fo.x asked to stay on at home for a few
day.s longer to see the old summer-house taken down : but his
father said that he must go back to .school on the proper dav
so tliere was anger between father and .son. Fox's mot'.er
(like all mammas) took the bovV part. Then the father
solemnly promised that the summer-house should stav where
it was till th<> ne.xt holidays.

"So Fox went back to school; and his father, thinking'
that lessons would .soon drive the whole thin<r out of the bov's
mind, had the summer-house pulled down and put up in the
new position. Hut as it happened, the persistent youngster
thought of nothing but that summer-house: and as .soon as
he came home again, his first care was to go out to look at
the old budding, and he came in to !)reakfast looking quite
doleful, and said to his father, 'Vou have brok.-n vour
promise.- The old English gentleman .sai.l with confusion
full of dignity, 'That is true, mv boy; but I will make
amends. A man ought to think of keeping his word before
he thinks of his fortune: for by keeping to his word he will
gain fortune, while all the fortunes in the world will not
eiface the stain left on your c(;ns?ience bv a breach of faith

'

Then he gave orders that the summer-hou.se should be })ut un
again in the old place, and when it had been rebuilt he ha<l
H tak<'n down again for his .son to .see. Let this be a lesson
to you, Gustave."

Gustave liad been listening with interest, and now he
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vluyfd the book at once. TIktc wa.s a inomont'; silence, while
lih' <i(ii(Tal took possession of ."\Ioina, who couhl scarcely keep

r ryes opeji. The little one's lan^ruid head fell back ou
11' was fast asleep.

The little one's lan<,'uii

ii.T father's breast, and in a luoineiit :

v.Mijpcd round about in her .LTohlen curh.
• lu.-t then a sound of hurryinir fo<>t-teps rang on the pave-

i:i-iit out in tiie street, iniinedialely followed by three knocks
•v. the street do(,r, waking tlie eciioe- of tlie house. The w-

rlierating blows tohl. as plainly as a ery for iielp, that here
u.i> a man tlying for his life. The' hou.se dog barked
'iiinu-ly. A ihi-ill of excitement ran ihrougli Ilelene and
<Mi-tave and the General and his wife; but neither Abel, with
!!h. iiighl-cap strings just tied under his chin, nor Moina

"Tlie fellow is in a hurry!" exclaimed the (icneral. He
nut the little girl down on the chair, and ha.stened out of
hr room, heedless of his wife'.s entreating cry, "Dear, do
i:<'\ go down "

lie stepped into his own room f s pair of pistols, lighted
.1 ilark lantern, sprang at lightning speed down the staircase,
.ni.l in another minute reached the house door, is oldest boy
fi-arle.-sly following.

"Who is there?" demanded he.

"Let me in,"' panted a breathless voice.

".\re you a friend?"

"Yes, friend."

"Are you alone?"

"Yes! Hut let me in; tliey are after me!"
'i'he General had scarcely set the door ajar before a man

-Mpped into the porch with the uncanny swiftness of a
ii.idow. IJefore the master of the house could prevent him,

:lie intruder had closed the door with a well-directed kick,
iii'l set his back against it resolutely, as if he were deter-
';.ine(l that it should not be opened again. In a moment
lii' (Jeneral had his lantern and pistol at a level with the
Manger's breast, ai:<l beheld a man of medium height in a
^ur-lined pelisse, it was an old man's garment, both too

I

irl
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large iiiid too lon^' for its present wearer. Chance or caution
had slouehod the man's hat over his eyes.

"You can lower ymir pistol, sir." said tliis person. "I ilo

not claim to stay in your iiouso against your will; but if I

leave it, death is waitim: for me at the barrier. And what
a death! Vou would he answerable to God for it! I ask
for your hospitality for twn hours. .\iid bear this in mm 1.

sir. that, suppliant as I am, 1 have a ri;rht to command with
the despotism of necessity. I want the Arab's hospitality.
Either I and my seeret must be inviolable, or open the door
and I will >:o to my death. I want .fiecreey. a safe hidirr,'-

place. and water. Oh ! water!" he cried again, with a rattle
in his throat.

"Who are you?" demanded the (ieneral, taken aback i)y

the strantrer's feverish volubility.

"Ah! who am If (iood, open the door, and I will put
a (list.ince between us," retorted the other, and there was a
diabolical irony in his tone.

Dexterously as the Marquis passed the light of the lantern
over the man's face, he could only see the lower half of it,

and that in nowi.^e preposses,sed him in favor of this singular
claimant of hospitality. The cheeks were livid and quiver-
ing, tile features dreadfully contorted. Under the shadow
of tiic hat-brim a ])air of eyes gleamed out like flames; the
feeble candle-light looked almost dim in comparison. Some
sort of answer must be made however.
"Your language, sir, is so extraordinary that in my place

you your.^elf
"

"My life is in your hands!" the intruder broke in. The
sound of his voice was dreadful to hear.

"Two hours?'' .siid the Marquis, wavering.
"Two hours," echoed the other.

Then (piite suddcniv, with a desperate gesture, he pushed
back his hat and left his forehead bare, and, as if he meant
to try a linal expedient, he gave the General a glance that
seemed to plunge lilr a vivid Hash into his verv .•^onl. Tiiat
electrical disciiarge cf mtelligence and will was swift as light-

iaaxwrKRTi siK£fBmBiP"Xtvr^'sstii,'^^:K.ir*7'snM^"z .^"wf^m:
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mil iind crushing as a thunderbolt ; ior there are moments
> n ,1 human being i.s inve^ited for a i)rief space witli inex-

jiii cable power.

••('(line, whoever you may be, you ^liall be in safety under
m; roof," the master of the house said gravely at last,' acting,

;i- \w imagined, upon one of tlu)se intuitions which a man
r.iiiiioi always explain to himself.

Iind will re])ay you!" said tlie stranger, with a deep, in-

\(j|i;ntary sigh.

•Have you weapons?" asked the Oeneral.
lor all answer the stranger flung open his fur pelisse, and

.-c.ircely gave the other time for a glance before he wrapped
It alidut him again. To all appearance lie was unarmed and in
(Wiling dress. Swift as the .<oldier"s scrutiny had been, he
sau something, however, whicli made him exclaim:
"Wliere the devil have you been to get yourself in such

u mess in such dry weather?"
'•-More questions!" said the stranger haughtily.
.\t the words the :Marquis caught sight of his%on, and his

• •un late homily on the strict fulfilment of a given Word came
ii|' m his mind. In lively vexation, he exclaimed, not without
:i iiiuch of anger:

"What! little rogue, vou here when vou ought to be in
bed ?•'

"Because I thought I might be of some good in danger,"
an-ucred Gustave.

••There, go up to your room.'" said his father, mollified by
;!„. reply.

—"And Vou" (addressing the stranger), "come with

i'he two men grew as silent as a pair of gamblers who
w i!i h each other's play with mutual suspicions. The General

Ill-elf began to be troubled with ugly jiresentiments. The
-Tinge visit weighed upon his mind already like a night-
II Mv; but he had pas.-jed his word, then- was no help for it

i"w. and he led the way along the pa.s.sages and stairways
iiii lliey reached a large room on the second floor immediatelv
lUHive the salon. This was an empty room where linen was
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dried ,n thp winto:. It had hut the one door, and for n!'
dcooratinn Iinastod one solitarv >Uuhhy l(mkin,u-i.da>s ahovc t!ic«

chimTicy-piccc. left hy tlie pivvimis mvii.r. and a -,nvat piir
.i-dass, phu-cd pn.vi.-ionally .>pp(.^it(. the (iivphicc until Mi.h
time as a use should lie !'oui)d for n in the ruonH hdow Tiir-
four yellowish walls were hare. The Moor had never hvm
swej)t. The hu-e attie was icy-c,!,!. nnd the furniture con-
sisted of a eouple of rickoiy straw-hotlomed chair,-, or ratli-r
frames of ehairs. The Cmeral >et the lantern down up.on the
diininey-i)ieee. Then he >poki'

:

"It U-- neeessary for your own -ifetv to hide vou in thi^
comfortless attie. And. as you have' mv promi.se to keep
your secret, you will permit me to lock ynn in."

'Hie other hent his head in accpiieseenee.

"I asked for nothing hut a hidiiig-j)lace, seerocv, and
water," returned he.

"I wdl hring you some directly. ' said the Marquis, shut-
tin- the doi r cautiously. He groped his wav down into the
salon for a lamp before going to the kitchen to look for a
carafe.

"Well, what i.s itr" the Marquise asked quickly.
"Nothing, dear," he returned coolly.

"But we li.siened, and we certainly' heard vou go upstairs
with somebody."

•Helene." said the (ieneral. and he looked at his dausjhter.
who raised her face, "hear in mind that vour father's honor
depends upon your discretion. You must have heard noth-
ing."

The girl hent her head in answer. The Manpiise was con-
fused and smarting inwardly at the way m which her hus-
band had thought fit to silence her.

Meanwhile the (Jeneral went for the bottle and a tumbler,
and returned to the room above. His prisoner was leaninir
against the chimney-piece, his head was bare, he had llunir
down his hat on one of the two chairs. Kvidentlv he had
not expected to have so bright a light turned upon "him, and
he frowned and looked anxious as he met the CJenerarskeen
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(•_vi.>; but his face softened and wore a gracious expression
.!- he tlianked iiis protector. When the latter placed the

.„.. .- eyes

)l;i-lied ou* II him attain; and wiien he spoki'. it \va,- in

it tie and glass on the mantel-shelf, the stranger',

him again; and wiien he spok

iiiu.Mcal ti -js with no sign of the previous guttural convul-

sion, though his voice was stdl unsteady with repressed emo-
liori.

"l shall seem to you to he a strange being, sir, but you
iiiust pardon the caprices of necessity. If you propose to re-

iDiiiii in the room, 1 beg that you will not look at me while

1 iiiii drinking."

\exed at this continual obedience to a man whom he dis-

likrd, the (Jeneral sharply turned his back upon him, The
stranger tliereupon drew a white handkerchief from his

jHxkct and wound it about his right hand. Then he seized

liic carafe and emptied it at a draught. The Marquis, star-

iiiiT viicantly into the tall mirror across the room, without a

thought of i)reaking lus implicit promise, saw the stranger's

v.juTi.' distinctly reflected by the opposite looking-glass, and
y.nv. too. a red stain suddenly appear through the folds of

till' white bandage. The man's hands were steeped in blood.

Ah ! you saw me I" cried the other. He had drunk off the
uati-r and wrapjied himself again in his cloak, and now
>' rutinized the (Jeneral suspiciously. "It is all over with me!
Hire they come !"

"I don't hear anything." said the Marquis.

"You have not the same interest that I have in listening

for s(uinds in the air."

^'ou have been fighting a duel, 1 suppose, to be in such
a .-tate'r" queried the (Jeneral, not a little disturbed by the

color of those broad, dark patches staining his visitor's cloak.

"Yes, a duel; you have it," said the other, and a bitter

Miiile flitted over his lips.

As he spoke a sound rang along the di.stant road, a sound
of iralloping iiorses ; l)Ut so f.iint as yet, that it was the merest
(iawn of a sound. The Central's trained ear recognized the

ji'lvance of a troop of regulars.

J
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"That is the p'ndaniicric," s;ii(] lie.

He {^'laiiccd at his prisoner to reassure him after hi? own
invoiimi.irv indisi-retion. took the lamp, and went down to
the salon. He had seareely laid the kev of the room al.ove
Ujion the chininey-jiiecc when the hoof iicats sounded louder.
and eanie swiftly nearer and nearer tlu- house. The (ren.Tal
t'l-lt ;• >hivrr of excitement, and indeed ijic horses stopped at
the hou.-^e door; a few words w.to e\<han,i:ed amoiiir the men,
and one of them <lismounted and knocked h.udlv. There \\n'<

no help for it
; the tieiieral went to open the door. He eoul.i

scan-ejy conceal his inward pcrtnri)ation at the si«rht of half
a dozen gendarmes outside, the metal rims of "their caps
irh'amini: like silver in the moouliKlit.

"My lord," said the corporal, "have you heard a man run
past towards the harrier Avithin the last few minutes?"
"Towards the harrier? Xo."
"Have you o])ened the door to any one?"
"Now, am I m the hahit of an.swering the door myself "

"I ask your pardon, (Jeneral, but just now it seems to inc
that

"

"Heally!" cried the .Marquis wrathfullv. "Have vou a
nimd to try joking with me? What right 'have you ^?"
"Xone at all. none at all, my hn-d." cried the corporal,

hastily putting in a soft answer. "You will excuse our zeal.
We know, of cour.<e, that a peer of France is not likely to

harbor a murderer at this time of night : but as we want'any
information we can get

"

"A murderer!" cried the (jeneral. "Who can have
been

"

"M. le Baron de Mauny has just been murdered. It was
a blow from an axe. and we are in hot pur.-uit of the criminal.
We know for certain that he is somewhere in this neighhor-
hocd. and we shall hunt him down. }\\ your leave, (Jeneral."
and the man swung liim-ell' into the saddle as he spoke, it

was well that he did so. lor a cor])oral of gendarmerie trained
to alert observation and (piick surmise wouhl have had his
Buspicions at once it lie had caught sight of the General's

t^
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fur. Evorytllin;: that pfis.-cd t!irfiu;rh the poldicr's mind was
l.itlil'ully revealed in his frank eountcniince.

"I- i! known will) the niiirderer is?" a-ked he.

•.\'>." said the other, now in th(> saddle. "]lo loft the
'•ipiiii full of Ijanknotes and <:nU\ untouched.''

• it was revenue, then." said the Marquis.
•I »n an old man ? pshaw ! \o, no. the fellow hadn't time to

!..!.-• it. that was all," and the corporal galloped after his coni-
!,!!( >. who were almost out of sight 1)V this time.

I'or a few minutes the (ieneral stood, a victim to perplo.xi-

!;- which need no e.\planation ; but in a moment he lioard
till' servants returning home, their voices were raised in .<ome

- ft of dispute at the cross-roads of ^lontreuil. When thoy
-uiie in. lie gave vent to his feelings in an explosion of rage,
111- wrath fell upon them like a thunderbolt, and all the
" Imi's of the house tromi)led at the sound of his voice. In
I'll' midst of the storm his own man. the boldest and cleverest
"f the party, brought out an excuse; they had been stopped,
ii' Slid, by the gendarmerie at the gate of Montreuil, a mur-
' r had been committi d, and the police were in j)ursuit. In

I 'Moment the (ieneraPs anger vanished, he said not another
UDid; then, bethinking liim.H'lf of his own singular position,
dnly ordered them all off to bed at once, and left them
.iiiiazed at his readiness to accept their fellow servant's lying
t'\ciise.

While these incidents took place in the yard, an apparently
intling occurrence had changed the relative positions of three
• liiiracters in this story. The Marquis had scarcely left the
i">>ii, before his wife looked iirst towards the key on the
11 intel-shelf, and then at Ilelene; and, after some wavering,
i-i lit towards her daughter and said in a low voice, "Helene,
..'Mir father lia> left the key on the chimney-piece."
The girl looked up in surprise and glanced' timidly at her

JiiMher. The Maniuise's eyes sparkled with curiosity.

Wi'll. mamnui:'" .-he said, and her voice had a troubled
Tlilg.

"1 should like to know what is going on upstairs. If

10
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there is anybody uj) then., hv l,as not stirml vet. Just rroup • ^

'

-If (TicJ the ^ri,.|, u„h s..nictliin^' like liorn.r in Iht
tones.

"Are you afraid ?"

"No, nianinia. l.nt I tlioutrht I Ii.,,rd a man's footstep."
'•11 I enuld -o ,„ys..|r. I should no, hav,. a.^k.'d vo» to' .o

ilelene. snd hw ninth,.,- w,,|, ,.„|,l ,|,o,,iiv. -If vour fatl^T
were to eonie haek an.! .Hd not s.r n,o. he wouhi -o' to look forme perhap.s. hut he wouhi not notice vour absence."
".Madame. ,f vo„ |,i<| „„. u,,.

I uilf.uo." said Il.'dcne. "but
I snail lose my tatiierV ^'ood o]iiiiion "

"What is this!" cried the .Manpu.^c in a sarcastic to„,.
But since you take a tiiin^r ^h-.n was .slid in jok.- in earnest

I nou .,•,/.,• you to -o up-lair. an,l .sc,. who is in the room
above. Here is the key, diihi. When vour fath.T told vou
to say nothin- ai,out thi.^ thin- that liappen-'d. ho .lid not
forbid you to ^o up to the room, (io at on.r-and learn that
a (lau.uditer ou^dit never to jud^re her mother."
The last word.^ were spoken with all the .^everitv of a iusflv

oflemled motlier. The Mar.iui..e took the kev an.I handed it
to Heleiie. who rose with.mt a word and left'liie room

"xMy mother can always easily obtain her panbm.- thou-dit
the girl

:
"but as for me. my father will nev.-r think the same

of me again. Does <he mean to rob me of his tcnd,>rne«s'
Does she want to turn me out of his hou-^e

'-"

These were timughts that set her imagination in a sudden
ferment, as she went <lown the dark pas.sage to the mvsterious
door at the end. When she stood b.-fore it, her mental eon-
fusion grew to a fateful pitch. Feelings hitherto fon'e.l down
into in tier deptiis erowdd up at the sumnums of th.w,> con-
fu.H..l thoughts. Perhaps hitherto she ha.l new.,- In.lieved
tliat a liappy life lay before her. bm „ow. ni tin., awful n,o-
incnt. her despair wa.^ c plct.-. She shook convulsivelv as
she set the key in liie lo.-k ; so great indeed was her a-itation
Hat she stopped lor a mouu-nt and laid her hand' on lier
heart, as ,1 ,o >till ,he h,.,vy throbs that sounded in her ears,
ineu she opened the door.
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liiit

Till' crciikini,' of tlic !iin;:i'> -(tiinilcd .Idiilitli^ss in vain on
?i r nninlfTcr's cars. A(ut<' as wcit iii< jiDucr- of licarin.ir, ho
-'iixl a? if lost in thonu'lit. and .-<. ni'iti(in!fs< that hi- iniirht

!i ivi' hc'on <;lii('(] to tlic wall a.i:aiii>r which he Icaiicil. In the
. r Ic of ,-(.nii-n]»a<|iic ilarkiifss. dimly lit hy the ImU's-i'vc lan-
'. rn. !u' lookod like the shadowy fiiruri' of -oinc dead kni;:ht,

- indin.ir for over in his shadowy inorfiiary niche in the
i! ntn of soin(> (iotliic cliapi'l. Drups of cold -wcat trickled
I iwr tho hroad, sallow forehead. An in(Tc<lihlc fearlessness
l-.kcd out from cvory tense feature. His eyes of tire were
l;\cd and tearless: lie seemed to he watchin;.'- sonic >-lruL'i:le

iM llie darkness lieyond him. Stormy thonirhts passed swiftly
ai l.l^s a face whose firm decision spoke of a character of no
(I'imiion order. His whole jht-^oii. hearing.', and frame hore
cu; tho impression of a tameless spirit. The man looked
i-ucr and strenirth personified; he stood facing' the darkness
a- if it were the visii)le inuiire of his own future.

These physical charaeteri-tics had made no impri's>ion ujjon
t!ic (Jeneral, familiar as he was witii the powerful faei's of
till' frroup of iriants .irathered ahout Xapoleon; speculative
curiosity, moreover, as to the why and wherefore of tho ap-
i'lrition had completely filled his mind: hut llelene. with
f.'iiiinine sensitiveness to surface impression^, was struck hy
i!ic blended chaos of liirht and darkness, <rrandeur and pas-
^!"n, suggostin-r a likeness between this stranger and Lucifer
recovering from his fall. Suddenly the storm apparent in
ius face was stilled as if by magic; and the indefinable power
:•• -way which the stranger exercised upon others, and jx'rhaps

unconsciously and as by reflex action upon himself, spread its

irilluence about him with the progressive swiftness of a flood.

A torrent of thought rolled away from his brow as his face
n sumod its ordinary expression. Perhaps it was the ^tran!.^-

'i' ,-s of this meeting, or perhaps it was the mystery into which
-' ' had ])enetrated. that held the y<uing girl spellbound in the
i'""rway, so that she could lo<'k at a face pleasant to behold
:i!iu full of interest. For .Muiie moments she stood in the
nagical silence; a trouble liad come upon her never known

mPK^Kiwzr* 1 'r'. ,A,n .n''-?r*'i.. '!-Mi I ^liZ
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bcforo in hor yonri^r ]|f,, l',.rl,;ips smnc cxclamnf ion hrokn
from llt'li'^nc, ju'rhii].,- >\h- rii'ivcd iin(niiMiou>ly : or it mav h.-

that the liiintcd criiiiinal ivtunnd of his own acrord fn.m
the M-nrM of idt'as to the material world, and heard some on..
hrcathiii;: in the room; however it wa>. he turned his hea.t
towards his host's daii^diler. and saw dimlv in the sliadow a
nohl(« face and (ineenly f.)rin, whu h lie must have taken for
an anj,'e|'s. so motionless she stood, so va^nie and like a
spirit.

"Monsieur
. . ." a trenihlin<? voice cried.

The murderer tremhh'd.

^

"A woman!" lie erieij nnch-r his breath. -'Is it possible?
Go," he cried. "I deny that any one has a ri-rht to pity, to
absolve, or condemn me. 1 must live alone, (io. mv child,"
he added, with an imperious jresturc, "I should ill reciuite
the service done me i)y the master of the house if I were to
allow a sinf.d(. creature under his roof to breathe the saiiii'

air with me. I must submit to be judged bv tlie laws of the
world."

The last words were uttered in a lower voice. Kven as he
realized with a profound intuition all the manifold misery
awakened by that melancholy thought, the glance that
he gave Iti'leiic had something of the power o\' the serpent,
stirring a whole dormant world in the mind of the strauirc
girl before him. To her that glance was like a light revealin-,'

unknown lands. She was stricken with strange trouble, help-
less, (pielled by a magnetic power exerted uncunsciuiisly. Tn ni-
bling and ashamed, she went out and returned to the salon.
She had scarcely entered the room before her father came
back, so that she had not time to say a word to her mother.
The (Jeneral was wholly ah.sorhcdin thought, lie folded

his arm.s, and paced silently to and fro between the win-
dows which looked out upon tiic street and the second row
which gave ujion th(> garden. His wife lav the sleeping Abr!
on her knee, and little .Moina lay in untroubled slundjer in
the low chair, like a bird in its ni'st. Her older sister stared
into the lire, a skein of silk in one hand, a needle in the
other.

ll^H^;'^-^ lajmrn^/ZiT^i^m
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Deep silence |invjiil('(|. Itrokfi) orilv hy lajrjrinfi footsteps

i'!i the .-tiiirs. )i> one liy one the «erviinl^ erept awiiv to bed;

t!:M-e «;i- ill! or(;i-ioiiii| IjiMvt of -tillei| Iji ii.i.'hter, a la«t echo
nl the weddiri;; festivity, or door> were opened ns thev still

talked anion;; themselves, then .-hnt. A smothered sound
(,iine now and apiin from I lie l)eilrooiii-. a chair fell, the

(il I loacliman coii;:hed fcchly. tlii-n all was silent.

In a little while the ilark majesty with which sleepinir earth

h invested at midiiin^iit l)roii;:ht all tinners iiti<ler it^ sway.

\ i liLrhts shone Init the liirht of tiie star-. The fro-t L'ripped

ihc ;,'round. Thei'e was not a sound of a voice, nor a living

i! .itiire stirrinir. The (rarklinj: of the (ire only seemed to

iii.ike the deptli of the silence more fidiv felt.

Tile church clock of Montreiiil had jii<t struck one, when
an almost inaudiiile soiiml of a liL'lit footstep came from
t!ir second tli^rht of stairs. The .Manjuis and his daughter,
Iniii helieviii;: that M. cle Manny's murderer was a prisonor
a!H.\e, thou^dit that one of the maids had come down, and no

was at all surprised to hear the door open in the anto-

in.iiiiJM'r. (^uitc suddenly the murderer appiared in thoir

ii!:il-t. The Manpiis himself was ~unk in deep musings,
liie mother and dau.t,diter were silent, the one from keen cu-
ri'isity, the other from .-^heer astonishment, so that the visitor

A.i- almost half-way across the room when he spoke to tho
(ieneral.

"Sir. the two hours are almost over," he said, in a voice that
":i> stran^oly calm and musical.

')'(iii here!" cried the (Itneral. '"liy what means ?"

:i!pi he ^'ave wife ami dau^diter a formidahle (picslioning

L'liiuce. lieleni' ^^rew red as fire.

"Voul" he went on. in a tone tilled with horror. "Yoa
Mion^' us I A murderer coviTed with blood I You arc a blot

"!i this picture! CJo, go out !" iie added in a burst of rage.

At that Word '"murderer," ;hc .Manjiii-i' tried out; as for

i 'die, it seemed to mark an epoch in he'' life, there was
• a trace of surprise in her face. She lookcl as if she had

• 11 waiting for this—for liim. Those so vast thoughts of

I't
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hers hatl found ;i iiicaiiiii;:. Tlie i)iinishnu'nt re^Tved bv

lloavi'ii fur luT sins llanii'fl out IjcfoiT her. In her own oves

she was as uroat a criminal as this niurdiTor ; she confronted

liiin with licr (|iiict l'mxc : >]\r \\;\< Iiis I'clldW, his sister. It

seonicd to her that in this accident the command of Clod had

lu'cn made manifot. It' >\\f had licen a few vears older,

reason would iia\e di^posfd of her remorse, h\ii at thus mo-

ment >lie was like one disi rau,i:ht.

The stran.^er >tood im])a>.-ive ami self-possessed : a scornful

smile overs]tread lii> features an<l his thick, ri'<l lips.

"You appreciate the ma::nanimity of my behavior very

badly," ho .slid slowly. "I would not touch with my fmf:ers

the <:lass of water you lirou;:ht me to allay my thirst; I did

not so imicli as think of washiui: my bloo(I-staine<] hands

under Miwv roof; I am Lidimr away, leaving nolbinp of my
rnine" (here lii> lips were compressed) "but the memory; I

have tried to leave no tra((' of my presence in this house. In-

deed. I would not even allow your dauizhter to—-—-"

"Mil 'Idiiiilitrr.'" cried the <!cneral, with a horror-stricken

glance at llelene. "\'ile wretch. <:<). or I will kill you "

"The two honr> are not yet over." <ai<l the other; "if ymi

kill me or jrive me up. you must lower yourself in your own

eyes—and in mine."

.\t these last words, the Ceneral turned to stare at tho

criminal in duml) amazement ; but he could not endure the

intolerable litdit in tho^e eyes which for the second time dis-

orfranized his bcin;:, Ih was afraid of showiuLT weakness

once more, conscious as lu' was that his will wa.s weaker

already.

"\n old man I V(ni can never have seen a family," he

saiil, with a father's ;:lance at his wife and children.

"Yes. an old man." echoed the stran.trer, frownin<r slightly.

'"Fly!" cried the (leneral. but he did not dare to look at

his jruest. "Our tompait is broken. I shall not kill you.

Xo ! I will never be purveyor to the scaffold. But go out.

You make us shudder."

"I know tiiat," said the other patiently. "There is not

PI.,
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a spot on Frcndi soil whore I cai) sr oot and be safe; but
if man's juslico, liko (jodV, took :'l' i.ito arcoiint, if man's
jii>ti(c dt'i^'ni'd to iiKjuin' which was the monster—tho mur-
lirrcr or his vietim—then I might hold up my head among
i:.v ft>lIows. Can you not guess tliat other crimes preceded
•iiat blow from an axe? I con.-tituted myself his judge and
i Nceutioner; 1 stepped in where man's justice failed. That
ua< my crime. Farewell, sir. Hitter though vou liave made
.'iur hospitality, I shall not forget it. I shall always hear
Ml my heart a feeling r)t gratitude towards one nuin in the
'.orld. and you are that man. . . . Hut I could wish that
-nil had showed yourself more generous I"

lie turned towards the door, but in the .same instant
ll-lene leaned to whisper something in her mother's ear

••.\h! ..."
.\t the cry that broke from his wife, ihe (Jerieral trembled

a> if he had seen Moina lying dead. There stood Helena,
and the nuirderer had turned instinctively, with something
^M ' anxiety about these folk in his face.

"What is it, dear!-" asked the (Jeneral.

'ilelene wants to go with him."
The murderer's face Hushed.

"if that is how my mother understands an almost involun-
tary exclamation," 11 Icne said in a low voice, "1 will fulfil

her wishes." She glanced about her with something like
:uTce pride; then the girl's eyes fell, and she stood, admirable
11 her modesty.

"lielene, did you go up to the room where ?"

'^'es, lather."

"Ilelene" (and his \oice shook with a convulsive tremor),
•••^ ihis the first time that vou have .<een this man?"
"Yes, father."

"i'lien it is not natural iliat you should intend to
"

"If it is not natural, fatluT. at any rate it is true."
"Oil! child," said the Maniui.-e, lowi'riiig her voice, but

ii 'I .so much but that her husiiand coukl hear her, "you are
:alse to all the principles of honor, modesty, and right which

Ml
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I have tried to cultivati' in your lifurt. If until this fatal

hour your lil'f lias only hccn one lie, there is nothing' to re;:r(t

in your lo-s. It tan iiardly be the moral perfection of this

stranger that atti'aels you to liiniy Can it be the kind of

power that coMimits crime':' I have too i^'ood an opinion of

you to suppose |h;>t
"

'()h, suppose cvcrythini:, madame.'" Ilelcne said coldly.

l?ut tliouu'li hrr furrc of cliaractrr sustained this ordral. her

flashing: eyes could scarcely hold the tears that fdled them.

The strani^iT, watchini: her, >:uessed the mother's lan^aiaire

from the irirl's tears, and turned his cai^lc irlance upon the

Mar((uise. An irresistil)le jMnver C(mstrained her to look at

this terrible seducer; but as her eyes met his bri;:ht. {rlitterini;

iSiV/.i'. she felt a shiver run thrnuu'h her frami". such a .-liock as

we feel at the sight of a reptile or the contact of a Leyden

jar.

"Dear!" she cried, turning to her husband, "this is the

Kiend himself, lie can divine everything!"

The (ieneral rose to his feet and went to the bell.

"lie means ruin for you." ilejene said to t lie nnird.erer.

The stranger smile(l. took on(> forward stride, grasped the

(Jeneral's arm, and compelled him to endure a steady ga/e

which icnumbed the soldier's brain and left him powerless.

"I will repay you now f(U' your hospitality." he said, "and

then we shall be ipiits. I will spare you the shame by giving

myself up, .\fter all. what shouM I do now with my life?"

"You could rejjent." answered lielene, and her glance con-

veyed such hope as oidy ltIows in a young girl's eyes.

"/ shall ni'iiT rijirfit." said the luurderer in a sonorous

voice. a~ he raised hi- head proudly.

"His hands are stained with blood." the father said.

"I will wipe it aw.iv." >he answered.

"But do you so much as know whether he cares for you?"

said her father, not daring now to look at the stranger.

The murderer came up a little nearer. Some light within

seemed to udow through Ileleiie's bi'auty. grave and maidenly

though it was. coloring and bringing into relief, as it werr.
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t!ic !oa?t details, tlif iii(>>t dflicjitc lines in her face. The
siraii^'er. witli that terriltle fire still blazin.ir 'n his eyes, gave
lUc teriiler .ulaiice In her cnciianlinu lnvclim .-.-, tiicn lie spol^e,

hi- tniics re\calin,i: how (ler|)|\ he had liccii iiii)\('d.

"And if I refuse to allow ilii» sacrilici' nf voiir-elf, and so

(li-cliar^e my debt of two liours of existence to your fatlier;

- ii'it this love, love fnr your.-elf aluiicr"

•'I'hcii do yon too ri'ji'ci nii'!-'"' Ilrlrnc's cry ranp [/ainfnllv

iliroiii:h the hearts of all who heard her. '•Farewell, then, to

."11 all ; 1 will dii'."

"What does this mean?" asked the father and mother.

lieK'iie jrave her mother an eloijucit trlanf-e and lowered

li'T eyes.

Sinee tiie first attempt made hy the (ieneral and his wife
til contest hy word or action the intruder's stranire presump-
t.ui to the ri^dit of stayinir in their midst, from tlieir first

^pcrieiice of the piiwer of tliose trlitterinu' eves, a mvsterious
rp. ir had crept over them, and tln'ir hcnunilicd fai-iiltics

-'ni^Tirled in vain with a preternatural jitlneiice. The air

-I'tned to have suddenly ;:rown so heaw. that tliev could

-'anely hreathe : yet. while they could not find the nason of

tins feelin<r of oppre»ion. a voice wiilim lold theni that this

MiaL'iietic presence was the real cau.-e of their helplessness.

In tlii.s moral agony, it lla.-hed a(r(»ss tiie (ieneral that he

^i'l-! make every i tVort to o\, rcmiie thi- jntluencc on |ii<

'liiii^hter's recline; I,rain: he cauirht her hv the waist and
lirew her into the einlirasiire ot a window, as far a> possihle

•rem the murderer.

"Darling." he niurmiired. "if some wild love has been sml-

diTily born in your heart. 1 cannot believe that voii have not

tile strength of .-oiil to (piell ihe mad impulse: your innocent

life, your pure and dutiful soul, has given me too nianv proofs

if your character. There must lie sonieihing behind all this.

''.\ell, this lieart of niiiie i~ full of indul.Leiice. you can tell

• vcrything to me : even if it break-, dear cbibl. I can be sjlcnt

ibout my grief, and keep your i-t)nfession a secret. What is

\'t .\re you jealou? of our love for your liroiiiers o* vour
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little sistor? \> it some love trouMc!-' Are you unliappv hero

at home ? Tell me iihont it, tell mv the rc'i-oiu tluit ur"-(' von

t(i leave yniir luune. to rob it of its i:rejile>t eliariii, to leave

your luotlici' ami lirothcrs and yniir little sister?"

"I am in love with no one. father, and jealous of no one.

not even of your friend the diplomatist. M. de Vandenesse,"

'i'lie .Manjuise turned pale; her dau^diter saw this, and

iJtopped short.

"Sooner or Liter I must live under some man's protection,

must 1 not ':"

"Tiiat is true."

"Do we ever know." she went on. "the human hoinjr to

whom we link our dotinies? .\'<w, I helieve in lhi> man."
"<)h, child," said the (ieiieral, rai^iii^^ his voice, "you have

no idea of all the mi.sery that lies in store for you."
"1 am ininkinj: of his."

"What a iil'el" ^Moaned the father.

"A woman's life," the j^irl murmured.
"Voii have a ^'reat knowled^re of life!" exclaimed the Mar-

quise, lindin^u speech at last.

"Madame, my an.-ucrs are shaped by the (juestions; but

if you doire it, 1 will speak more clearly."

"Speak out. my child ... I am a moth«'r."

Mother and dau<:hter looked each other in the face, and

the Mar(|Ui>e said Jio more. At last she said:

"Helene. if you iieve a./ reproaches to make, 1 would

rather bear them than .-ee you iro away with a man frojn whom
the whole world shrinks in horror."

"Then you .-ec your.-elf. madame, that hut for me he would

be quite alone."

"That will do, ma>lame." the (Jeneral cried; "we have i)ut

one daujihtcr left to us now," and he looked at Moina, wlii>

t-lept on. "As for you," he added, turning: to Helene. '"I will

put you in a convent."

"So be it, father," .-he said, in calm despair, "I shall die

there. You are answerable to God alone for my life and for

his soul."

m t &lfaii.,t



1' ^'.

A WOMAN or THIRTY 155

A (loop, sullon hIoikc IV'Il mI'i.i- thusc words. The on-
lookers (luring this .-tran;:(' scfiif, ^<) uttcrlv at variance with
all the sontiiiii'tUs of ordinary life. >liuiiiic(i each other's eves.

Suddenly the .\lar(|iii-; happened to glance at his pistols.

II.' caught np one of thcni, cocked the weapon, and pointed
c ai the intruder. At the click of tiri'arnis the other turned
ill- picrc'irig gaze full upon the (oncral; the soldierV arm
-.ackeiied indescrihably and fell heavily to his side. The
jii-lol dropped to the floor.

••'Iirl, you are free." said ]]<•. exhausted by this ghastly
>irugglo. "Kiss your mother, if she will let you kiss her. For
Mi\ oun jiart, 1 wish never to -ce nor to hear of you again."

il.' .-ne." the mother began, "only think of the wretclu'd
'ife before you."

A sort of rattling sound came from the intruder's deep
(he-it. all eye< wer(> turned to him. Disdain was plainly
>. -ible in his face.

The (ieneral ro-e to his feet. "'My hospitalitv has cost me
! ir." he crie(l. "liefore yon came you had taken an old mati'-
life; now yon are dealing a deailiy blow at a whole family.
Whatever happens, there must lie unhappiness in this house."

•.\nd if your daughter is happy?" asked the other, gazing
-te.idily at the (ieneral.

The father made a superhuman etfort for self-control. "If
-'le is happy with you." he said, "she i- not worth regretting."

Ih'leno knelt timidly before her father.

"F.ither. I love and revere you," >he said, "whether von
';iv!-h all the treasurer of vour kindness upn uie. or make
•iie feel lo the full the rigor of disgrace. . . But I en-

• It that your last words of farewell shall not lie words of
i Hirer."

riic (;en(Tal could not trtist hiiuself to look at Iter. The
Manuer came nearer: there was something half diabolical,

; iif (livino in the smile that he gave ih'h'ne.

"'.\ngel of pity, you that ilo not shrink in horror from a
rderer, come, since you persist in your resolution of in-

!• i.-ting your life to me."
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"Tnronrcivalilt' I" crictl her ratlirr.

The M:iri|iii>i' then liinl<f(i .-ir.niircly at hor (laujrhtnr,

opened her arms, and Ilelene lied to her in tears.

"Fai-cnvell." >he said, •'farewell, mother I" 'I"!io stranijer

tremtilcd as Ilelene. nndannted. ina<1e si^rn to him that she

was readv. She l<i-sed her fatlu'rV hand: and. as if jierfonii-

inL' a dutv. i:a\i' a ha-ty ki-- ti> Moina and little Ahel, then

she vani-hed with the murderer.

'•Which wav are ihev irniiiL:!'" exclaimed the (ioneral. listen-

imr to t!ie foiii-te|i- nf 'he two fiiLMtive<.—•'Madame."" Ih'

tiirne(l to his wife. ••! think I must he drcaminir; there is

.some mystery hehind all this, I do not understand it; you

must know what it means."

The Maniuise -hivered.

'•Knr ~ •<• time oast yotir dautrhter has iirown cxtra-

ordinan romantic and ^traiiL^ely hiirh-tlown in her ideas.

In spit' th :iaiii- I have taken to comhat these temlencies

i; her < ra<
"

••'Phi- ivil .t do "
heiran the (Jeneral. hut fancyini:

that lie --ar i'"'tsteps in the pirden. he l)roke off to tling

open the "(T

-aouti d.

lo-t in the darkness like a vain prophecy.

trsa* •line, to which there >hould never lie

. ai like a countersjiel! : it iiroke thi'

II f' from th' evi! enchantment which lav

\a- f sonif -pirit pa-scd over his face,

had taken place, and cursed his in-

A shiver of heat ruslied from his

1 feet; he itecame himself once more,

'veieji'. lie raiscil a dreadful cry.

"Help!"' hr th id- red. '-help!""

He rushed to the 1m1I-]»u1I. i)ul!ed till the hells rans; with a

stran<re clamor of din. imHed till the cord ;:a\t' way. Tli''

whole h(Ui,-;e was rou-ed with a start. Still shoutimr. he tluUL'

open the windows that Inoked upon the >treet. called for the

police, cau^dit up his pi,-iols. and lired them olf to hurry the

-Hele

His V

T' > utt. i)^

illl>wer V

cliar' ;(! ^

upor Ml.

He I aw

comj^ nsih

heart I" his

territi'i'. \h\v- ill'.'
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niountod pntrols, the ncwlv-nroiiMd

TIk' (Io^'s l);irkc(l at tli(> sound of tl

servants, and the nci^'h-
li'.r-

till' liinx's ni'iLihcil aiK

H'lr master s voic(>:

iMUM-d in tlicir stal TlH' (luiet

nn

•lit was suddenly filled with hideous uproar. The (ienoral
the stairca.-e. in pursuit of h is (lanjrhter. saw the

the servants tloekini: from all parts of tln^ house.

seared

My dau,i:liter :" he slumted. "llelene ha- I leeli earned o fT.

S'.ireh the ^Mrden. Keep a lookout on the road! ()[»en the
j.'iit<'s for the frendaniierie!—Murder! Help!'

With the stren'Tth of furv he snapped the ehain and let
iH'se the jrreat house-doL'.

"ilelene!" he cried, "Helene!"
'i'he (lo;j spraiii: out like a lion, harking furiously, and

a-hed into the ,i:arden, leavin-: the (ieneral far l.ehind. .\

p of horses came alonjr the road at a .L'allop, and he flew
jien the trates himself.

I mo
t : O

"Corporal!"' he shouted, "ent ofT the retreat of M. do
M Minv's murderer. " ley have -rone throuirli mv "arden.

;i' k ! Put a eordon of men to watch the ways hy the Butte
I'icardie.— I will heat up the ^'rounds, parks, and house.*.

The rest of you keep a lookout alono- the mad." he ordered
l!n servants, "form a chain hetwein the h irrier and Ver-
.iilles. Forward, every man of vou
He eauiiht up the ritle which his man had broufxht out,

".<l dashed into the pirden.

"Find them !" he called to the dop.

An ominous havinir came in an-wer from the distance, and
plunged in the direction from which the prowl seemed to

I- i;iie.

It was seven o'clock in th e morning; all tin ^earcli made
:<iidarmes. servants, and neighbors had been fruitK .,

the dog had not come back. The (ieneral entered the
'II. ( 'm])ty now for him though the other
re there: he was worn out with fat

ready with that night's work.

'Vou have been verv cold t

ilircc ciiildren

igiie. and looked old

o vour ( auirht er. he aid. turn-
\g his eyes on his wife.—".Vncl now this is all that is left
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to iiiJ of hor," lie added, indicating' the tMuhroidcry fraiiio,

and tii<> llowiT ju>t l»*%Min. "Only just now slu' was there,

and now -\\r i- lost . . lo-t I"

Tears followed; he hid his faee in Ins hands, and for a

few minute;- he .slid u<< more; he enuhl not liear tlie -i^'lit

of the ninni. which ,-n >h(irt a time aiio had n\adt> a settm^

to a picture of liie sweetest family happiness. The winter

dawn was stru;;>;lin,u with the dyin- lampli<rhi; tlie tapers

burned <lown to tlieir paper-wreaths and fhired out ; every-

tliin<r was all in keepin;: with the father's dcr-pair.

"This mtist lie destroyed," lie said after a pause, pointinc;

to the tainiiour-fraiue. "1 shall never hear to see anythintj

again that reniiu'is us of Iwr'"

The terri!>le Christmas niirht when tlie Marqui.- and his

wife lost their oldest dau.i-'liter. powerlos to oppose the mys-

terious inthienee exercised hy tlu' man who iiivolimtarily, as

It were, stole lleleiie from tiiem. was like a warninjj sent by

Fate. The Mar(|uis was ruined liy the failure of his stock-

broker; he borrowed money on his wife's property, and lost

it in the endeavor to retrieve his fortunes. Driven to des-

perate expedients, he left France. Six years went by. His

familv seldom had news of him: hut a few days before Spain

recoirnized the independence of the American Hepublics, he

wrote that he was comintr home.

So. one line mornini:. it happened that several French mer-

chants were on liourd a Spanish brig that lay a few leagues

out from Bordeaux, impatient to reach their native land

again, with wealth accpiired by long years of toil and perilous

adventures in \'enezuela and Mexico.

One of the passengers, a man wlio looked aged by trouble

rather than by vears, was leaning against the bulwark netting,

apparently quite unalfected by the sight to be seen from the

upper deck. The hright dav, the sen>e that the voyage \\a-<

safely over, ha<l brought all the pas-enger> above to greet their

land. The larger numlier of them insisted that they euuhl

see, far otf in the distance, the houses and lighthouses on the

coast of Ga.M^oiiV and the Ti)wer of Cordouaii, melting into the
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f;nitnsfir orortiniis nf wliitc cloinl ,i]nu" tlv I ii>rivnn.

ir.n

Rut
fnr the silvor frinfrc fhaf pliiy.'d nhout their Imus. and tho

furrow swiftiv cITaci'd in tl

'.rrtl Jicrfrct V still in tiiid

ii'ir uakf. tlicv niiu'ht liavi

iicran, -n ciliii \va- till' >;ra

>kv was mapirally H<'ar. the dark hluc of tl

Th

p.llci 1 liv iniporcoptililc I'radat

lo vault ahovo
ions, until it Mended with tho

ini;

ui>h wator. a plcaininn: lino that sparkled like stars niark-
th10 dividinj: line of se 'Ih

f.iicts over tho wide siirfaoo of fh

e sinili;rht eaiii:ht rnvriads of

tho
m. in such a sort that

ast plains of salt water looked jtorliaps nioro full of
liL'ht than tho fields nf sky.

Tlio hriir had sot all her oanvas. The snowv sail-,
-uvllod by tho stran.iroly soft u-ind. tho lahvriiith of eorda>ro.'
md tho yollow llaps flyin- at the masthead, all stood o'lit

harp and unoomproniisinirly oloar airainst tho vivid haok-
>iiiii 1 of < pare and
r !.iit the shadow ea-t hv tl

sea : there was nothini: t ' alter tlii'

le <_'roat oloui

A L'lorioiis (lav. a fair

ail

win d. and tho fatherland in sii'ht
.1 II ko a iiiill-pnnd. tho melanoholv soiuid of t

ir. solitary vossol, plidinp aoross the s

lie niM)los.

a woman stoalinij out to a trvst— it

urfaee ..f the wator
wa-^ a |)i(ture full of

liarniony. That nier(> spook full of inoveiiiont was a sfartin?-
i'>int whence cho soul of man eould doserv the iininutahio vast
'( space. Solitude and hustlin<: lifo. silence am

iroiiL'ht toL'etlu'r ill -^tran

lunn. woro
.:e a 1 01 pt (•' ntra-t ; you .Miild not

once, and noihintjnoss lav. and
I! where life, or sound, or sil

' human voice broke tli. divine

The Spanish captain, tho crow, an-l tho Fronch passonjrors
• ;

or -tood. Ill a iiio.mI ef de\'i!<t ee-ta-v. ill win.)
eniorios hlondod. 'I'here was id no

fa

men wore rockt'd on the fair vessel

cos told of complete forir,.tfi

in tho air. Tho boa

I main

m-
imo of P'lst hard-hips

•t. from time to time the el

hulwark nottiuir^ iked

lierlV p

a- in a jrolden dream.
--eriij-er. leanmir over

ii tho horizon. Distrust of t

with someiliin"- li

!!! Ins w hole fi

10 way- of 'ate

\o uneasiness

uiM ho read
100 : ho seemed to fear that ho should not

I no coast of Franco in t imo Tiiis was tho Marqui

roach

For-

• 1
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tunc li.nl not lircn .!i',if t.i l,i- ilc-jKiirin;' crv iinl stru'_"jli'«.

AftfT five yi'iirs of cndcjui'r niul pniiifiil tnji. lie wji-; n

wealthy itiiiii iiiicc iikip' in In- m piitii'tici' tn ri acli In-

home iiL,'aiii jukI to liriir.' tin- •/"••il iiiw- to liis f.iinilv. lii-

had fnlhiwcd tln' I'N.iinpli' <'t liy -nint' Krciii'li riKTclinnt^ in

llavan.i. and I'nd.ark' d uilli tlicni I'li a Spani-li V('-;<fl with

a <ar;;'i for li'idcauN. And now, u'rown tired of evil fon?-

liodinLTs. Iiis fancy was tracint: out fur 'mim the ino>t delicious

piclni'i- nf pa-t happiii'--. Int!i:it fai -niT iirown line of laml

he seemed to -ee hi- wife and children, lie sat iti his placo

l)y the firc-ide; tliev were crowdiiiL' alioiit him; he felt their

carcsx's. Mi'ina had i.M'nwn tit he a yoiinir ^'irl; she was

lieaiitiful. and tall, ami -trikiiiir. The famied jih tun had

;.'rown almo>| real, win ii the tears filled hi- e\es. and. to Imh

his emotion, he turned his face towards th(> sea-line, opposite

the haxy -treak 'hat meant land.

"There she ai:aiii. . . . Slie is following us!" ln'

said.

•'What?" erii'd I'le Span -h ca[i'ain.

"There is a vc.-m'I." niutti'red the (leneral.

"I saw her yesterda' " answered Captain (omiex. Tie looked

at his interlocutor as if to a k what he thou:_dit : then In-

added, in tlu' (ieneraTs ear, ""Sln' lia^ hecii chasini,' us all

alonir."

'"Then whv she has not come up with us. I do not know,"

said the (Jeneral. "for she is a faster sailer than your (hiMned

S(iint-Frr<liutiiiil."

"She will have damaircd herself, sprunjx a leak
"

"SliC is jraininj: on >isl" the (ieneral hroke in.

"She is a ('olond)ian jtrivateer." the captain said in his

ear, "and we are >till six lea;:ues from land, ami the wind is

droppimr."

"She is not <)(iini/ jiheail. she is f]yin;z. as if she knew that

in two hours" time her prey u(udd escape her. What au-

dacity !"

"Audacitv!" cried the captain. "Oh! she is not called tht>

Othello for nothin;.'. .Not so loiij; hack she sank a Spanish
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fri^'iitt' that carried tliiriv iriins! Tiiis i« tin- unc ttiiiiL' I

1)1- afraid of, for I had a noti(»n tliat si

llirullin' oir Ihi' Allllllf;

u' was <Tiiisin<r ahout

-Aha I" he jiddcl ai'tiT a paii-c

!' watched the >ails nf his (iwii ve--el, "ihe wind is risini;:

,iiv tiiakin;,' way. (iet lhn)ii;:h we riiii-t.

show us no mercy."

She is iiiakinj: wav tool" returned the (Jeneral

ir "till arir-ian

The OtIivUo was .Miirce tliree nics awav hv this ti me;
aithoii rli tl

t.iiii

le cotiver-ation hetweeii tlie Mannu.- and Cap-
(iomez had lakeri phice apart, passcn^'crs and crew, at-

ir.iiled hy the

...I- nf the VC:

•iiiMeii appearance a sai ca me to that

With sciirccl; an e.\ception, however, thcv
I Mik till' privatetT for a merchantman, and v !t( hed
uith intcre.-t. till all at once a saih)r shouted with s

ler coursi!

ome encrirv
I lari;.niagf

liy Saint-James, it is all up with us! Yonder is the
lan captain

\t that tcrrihle name disniay. and a jianic inipos^ihle to
erihe, spread liiroii'.di tiie hri<;. The Spani-h captain's

I'll i< put encriry into the i rew V. v a whih
ule determination to make i.ind .it all cost>

and in Ins reso-

he -et all the
-tilliidiii;: sail-^. and crowded on every stitch of canva- on hoard.

it all this was not the work of a motiieiit

tile men did not work toLreiher vith that

and naturally

wonderful unanimitv
faseinatinjr to watch on hoard a man-of-war. The (Jtlwlh
anwhile, thanks t" ihe trimniini,' of her sails. Hew over the
iter like a swal hut she wa> makinir. to a'l in Mica ranee,

'( little headway, tlut the unlucky Frenchmen iieiran to en-
iTtain sweet (U'lusive hopes. At last, after unheard-of ef-

rt>. the Sfiint-Frrdiiiiiihl spran.i: forward. (Hinie/ hini-elf

irectini: the shii'tiui: of the sheets with voiee an 'ture,

'Wien all at once the man at the tiller. steeriiiLT at random
'ur posely, no douht). swun<,' the vess rouml lie wind
nkiii^r athwart the heani. tlie sails shiverei

:it the liriiT heeled to one side, the I

une.xpec tediv

looms were carried awav.
un i the vessel was completely out of hand. The captain's

grew whiter than his sails with unutterahl e rage. lit

11
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I

sprang' upon tlu' mail at ilu' tillrr. drove his da,;.' . at hiin

in sucii hlind t'un-, that !ir 'Mi-.-cd liim. and Inir!c(] the weapon
ov(.TlK)ard. (Jonicx look llir liolni hiiiiM'H". and strove to ri^lit

the pillaiil vessel. Tears of di .-pair rose to his eves, for ii i-

liarder to lo.-e the re-uh of our earefully-hnd phms thronuii

treai-herv than to i'aee iininiiieiu dealii. !>ut the more the

captain -wore, tiie h'-.- the men worked, and it was he hiuis"!f

wlio lired tlie ahirm-.uiin. hepin;_' to he iieard on shore. 'I'h

[)rivateei-. now aainini: Iiopeh's>Iy upon them, replied witii a

eannon-sliot. which >truek the water ten fathoms away from

tile Sr.int-Feri/itiiind.

"Thunder of hea\(ii!"" cried the (leiieral. "tliat was a elo-e

!?have ! Tlu'V must have ;:uns made on purpose."

"Oh I when that one yoncU'r >peak^, look you. you have

to hold your tonunie."" said a .-^ailor. "The Parisian would not

he afraid to meet an Knirlish man-of-war."

"It is all over v.-illi us." the captain cried in <lesperation

:

he iiad jiointed his telescope landwards, and .-aw not a sJLrn

from tlie shore. "We are further from the coast than I

thought."

"Why do you de>p;iir?" a>ked the (leiieral. "All your

jiasseiigers are 1- reiichmen ; they \\:\\v cliartered your ves.-el.

The jirivateer is a I'arisian. you say? Well and good, run

up the white Hag. ami
"

"And he would run u.- down." retorted the captain. "He

can Ijc anything he likes when he has a mind to seize ou a

rich iiooty I"

"Oh I if he is a pirate
"'

"Pirate I" said tlic ferociou.- hioking sailor. "Oh! he al-

ways iuis the law on his side, or he knows how to he on the

panie .«ide as the law."

"A'ery well," said the (ieneral, raising hhs eyes, "let us

inak(> up our Tiiind- to it," and his remaining fortitude wa>

still suilieienl to keei> luu-k the tear-.

The word< were hardly out of his mouth hefore a seeond

cannon-shot, hetter aimed, came crashing through the hull

of the Saint-Ferdinand.

Vi
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"Ilcavo to!'' cried tlio captain jrldomily.

The sailor \vlin had coiiiiiu'ndi'd tlu' Parisian's law-abiding

pioclivitii's sliowcd liinisc'If a cli'vrr iiaiid at worlxinj: a ship

il'icr this dojicratc order was ;:-ivcn. 'I'hc crew waited for

li.iif an lion, in an ai^ony of su>])rnsf and the deepest dismay.

T!ie Siniit-FiTiliiiiinil had four millions of piastres on hoard,

\\\i' whole fortunes of the five pa-^seiiLrer^. and the (ieneral's

I ieveii hundred thnusand francs. At leiiirth the Othello lay

ii"t ten gunshots away, so that tlv)se on the S'niit-Frrilinand

r-'Uild look into the muzzles of her loaded guns. The vessel

.-lemcd to be borne along i>y a breeze .-ent by the Devi! him-

-<|f. but the eve« of an expert would have discov<Ted the

-ecret of her speed at (mce. Vou had hul to look tor a ino-

nient at the rake of her stern. Ikt long, narrow keel, her tall

';i;i-l-. to see the cut of her -ail-, the wonderful liglitness of

her rigiring. and the ease and perfect seamanship with which

!iir crew trimmed her sails to the wind. Hverything al)out

!uT gave the impression of the security of ])owi'i in this deli-

cately curved inanimate creature, swift and intelligent as a

greyhound or some bird of prey. Tlie privateer crew stood

silent, ready in case of resistance to shatter the wretched nier-

cluintman, whic'i, luckily f(^r her. remained motionless, like

a -choolboy caught in flagrant delict by a ma;-ter.

'We Iiave guns on board I" cried the Oeiieral, clutching the

Sftanish captain's hand. But the courage in (iomez's eyes was

the courage of despair.

'Have we men!'" he said.

The Manjuis looked round at the crew of the Sdint-Fcr-

dinand, and a cold chill ran through him. Th ''.e stood the

four merchants, pale and (juaking for fear, while the crew

_';:thered about some of iheir own number who apf)eared to

i)C arranging to go owv in a body to the enemy. They

Hatched the OlheUo with gree(l and curiosity in their faces.

The cai)tain, the Mari|uis. and the m;\W exchanged glances;

u'ley were the only three who had a thought for any but

themselves.

"Ah ! Captain Gomez, when I left my home and country,
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my heart wa> half ilrad with the hittiTiic^s of parting', av.,]

now iuii>t 1 hid it Li-.xul-hyc oiicc inorc whi'ii I am ln-jii-iii','

back happiiirv- and car-c iuv my cliildri'ii r"

'VUv (ii'iirial liiriird hi> hrad away toward.- the sea. with
tears of i-a-v m hi.~ eyes

—

and sn\ 'lie >tc(Tsman swimming'
out to thi' ])rivat('('r.

''rhi> limo it will hi- i:n(jd-hyi. t'lir u'ood." said the captain
by way of aii.-wcr, and thr (hizi'd h)ok m the Frciichman'-
oycs starth'd thi' Spaniar(L

By lliis time the two vos.-cl were almo>t aloiiijsidc. and
at the lir<t >ight (d' ilic dhany's civw the (IciiiT.d saw th.i;

GoinozV i^dooniy propliriy was oidy too rue. Thr tliree ini-ii

at each lmih miirht h.:ve h. ,n liroiix.' -tatucs. siandini' like

atlilotes. with their ni^-Lied h^atures, their hare >inewv arm.-.

men wlioni l>c.ith him-elf had scarcely thrown oil' tlieir fet.'t.

The rest of the crew, well armed, aeti\e. liirht. and viLjoroiis.

a].>i() stood motionless. Toil had harden. (!. and the .sun had
deeply taniu'd, tho.se ener;:etic faces; tlieir ey(!s ^djitered likr

sparks of lire with infernal glee and clear-sightetl courage.
rerfeet silence on tiic upp,')- deck, now hlack with men. here
abundant testimony to ih" rigorous discipline and strong will

which held the.se lieiids incarnate in check.

The captain of the OlhcUu stood ivjth fohh.'d arms at the
foot of the main mast : he carried no weajxms. hut an axe
lay on tiie dei-k iieside him. Jlis face was hidtlen by the
shadow of a fu'oad IVIt hat. The men looked like dogs crouch-
ing before their masttT. Ciuniiers, soldiers, and sliip's crew
turned their eyes lirsl on his face, and then on the mercham
vessel.

'J'he two brigs came up alongside, and the shock of con-

tact rou.sed the privateer .aptain from his musings; he s])okc

a Word in the ear of the lieutenant who stood beside him.
•(irap[)ling-iroii.-:'" shouted the latter, and the Otltcl'i

grappled the Sainl-I-', rdimind with miraculous (piicknes:-.

'I'he captain of the pri\ateer gave his orders in a low voice to

the lieutenant, who rcjiealed them ; the men. told off in succes-
sion for each duty, went on the upper deck of the .'^liiil-Fcnli-
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ntii'l, like seminarists <:oiii;,' to iiiii>>. Tlicy iK.und crew and
pa^Miigcrs iiaiid and foot and seized tiie boo'ty. In the twink-
Imj: of iiu eye, provisions and ItarrcU full of piastrfs wt-re
•ransferred to the Otlicllo; the (i.-nrral tlipu^di; that ho must
\: -ircaminff when he iiim>eir. iik.'\vi>,. Im.uikI. was llun'r down

!! a hah» of goods as if he hail hem part of the eariro.

A hrief e()nl'ereiie(> took jilaic hi-iween I he captain of the
i'.'ivateer and liis lieutcnani and a sailor, who -ocincd to he
'111- mate of tlie vessel; tlien the mate ^rave a whistle, and
tile men jumjjed on board the ^nint-Fcrdinn„d, and com-
I'ietcly dismantled her with tlie nimble dexteritv of a sohlier
V. ho strips a dead comrade of a eoveteil overcoat and shoes.

••It is all over with us," said the Si)ani>h captain coolly.
li'' liad eyed the three chiefs diirin- their eonfabidation. and
-:u- that the saih)rs were proceedin;: to pull his vessel to
pii ces.

"Why so:-" asked the (ieneral.

••What would you have them do with usy" returned the
•Spaniard. '"I'hey have just eonie ((» the eonclusion that they
''•ill scarcely .^^ell the Saint-FcnliiKiml in anv French or
>|iani<!i port, so they are ^r„j„^r

t,, siidx her to lie riil of her.
And as for us. do yon suppose that they will j)nt thein.-^elvo.s
i' llie expense cd' feedinjz us. when they don't know what

' rt they ;ire to ])ut into!'"

The words were x-arcely out of the captain"-^ mouth before
:
iiideous outcry went up. followed hv a dull sf)Iashiu,L' sound,

:- several bodies were thrown overlioard. He turiied. the
••'ir merchants were no longer to he .>^een. but ei.irht feroeious-

'
-'kin<r >runners were still standin,ij with their arms raised
-!ove their heads. He shuddered.

'

'•What did 1 ted xnn'r the Spanish captain asked coollv.
The .Mar(pii> n)>e to his feet with a .-prinir. The surface

!
the sea w;is (piite smooth a-ain : he could not .«> much as

"' the place where his unhappy fellow-pas>engers iiad dis-
:'|";uvd. liy this time tliey were sinkin,!: down, bound hand
id foot, beh sv the waves, if, indeed, the lish had not de-
'ured them already.
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Oiilv ii fi'W pares auay. tiic ! rcacluTdus steersman ami tlu'

saildi' will) had Ima-led oT the ['arisiaiTs jxiwer were fratenii/.-

iiiy with liii- (WW t,( tlie Othello, ami pointin^i: out tlin>r

among their own nuinher who, in their (ipiniidi, wore worthv
tn jiiiii ihe crew (if I he j)ri\al(ir. Then ihe \in\> tied the n-!

together by the feet in sj)ite of frightful oaths. It was soon

()\er; the eiglil uuiiiiers .-eized the doomed men and tlun:^

them overboard without more ado. watching the ditrerent

ways ill which the ilrouning vietinis met their death, their con-

tortions, their la<t agony, with a sort of malignant curiosity,

hut with no sign of amii>enient. surpri>e. or pity. For them it

wa.- an ordinary event to wliidi >eemingly they were ([uite ae-

^.'ustomeij. 'I'he older men looked iii.-tead with grim, set

smile- at the casks of [lia^lns about the main mast.
The (leneral and Captain Cmuvz, left seated on a bale of

goods, ronsultcMl each other with well-nigh hopeless looks;

they Were, in a .-en.~e, the sole survivors of the Sniiit-Fcrdi-

mind, for the seven nu'n pointul out iiy the spies were trans-

formed amid rejoicings into IVruvians.

"What atrocious villains!" the (ieneral cried. r.,oyal and
generous indigm'tioii silenced prudence and pain on liis own
account.

"They do it because they must." (iomez answered ooollv.

"if ymi came across one of those fellows, you wijuld run him
through the body, would you tint':'"

The lieutenant now came up to the Spaniard.
"Captain," said he, "the Parisian has heard of you. He

says that you are the only man who really knows the passages
of the .Vntilles and the Brazilian coast. Will you >"

'i'he captain cut him short with a scornful exclamation.
"I shall die like a sailor," he said, "and a loyal Spaniard

and a Christian. Do you hear!'"

"Heave him overboard I" shouted the lieutenant, and a

couple of gunners seized on tiomez.

"You cowards!" roared the General, seizing hold of the

men.
"Don't get too excited, old boy," said the lieutenant. "If
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V ..,r n>il ribhon !ia> made ^miic iinj.nsMnii upon our captain,
I rn.\->'lf do not care a raj) for it.-^V,,u and I will have our
!:"!< l)it of talk toiri'thcr dinvtlv,"

\ .Miiotlicivd >(,uiid. uiih no accompanying: crv. told the
'iicrai that tli<'-allani (aplain had (!:cd '•idx('a sailor." as hu
!!.:d -aid,

\lv money or death:" (-ried tlie Manpiis. in a fit of rage
! I'I'ilile to see.

-Ah : now you talk sensddv :" -neered the lieutenant. "That
:- the way to i,ret something' out of us

"

Two of tlic men came u[) at a si-n and hastened to hind
:

Krenehman's feet, hut with uidooked-for l)oldne.-s he
-r:,:iclied the lieutenaiuV eutla>s and laid about him Hke a
^.alr\- ollieer who knows hi- Im^ine^s.

•liriirands tiiat you are! Y<m shall not eliuck one of \a-
;' nil's troopers over a ,-hi[i",- >ide liki' an oyster!"

\i the .sound of pi>lol .-hots (irvd point blank at the Freneh-
M-ii. "tile Parisian" looked round from liis oecujiation of
- rcnntendinir the tran-fer of the ri,irj:in,<r from the Suint-
h r'iliiaiul. He came ujt behind the brave (Jeneral. seized
' ''1. <lra>rire(l him to the side, and was about to iiin-r him

'
! with no more eonicrn than if the man had been a broken

-. ii'. They were at the very edL'e when the (ieneral looked
;:'n the tawn\ eyes of the man who liad stolen his dau.irhtor.
Ti • reeoffnition was mutual.

The captain of the privateer, his arm still upraised, sud-
'! njy swunir it in the ((mtrary direction as if his victim wa.s
h :! a feather wei;;ht. and set him down at the foot of the
:
m mast. A murmur rose on the upper deck, but the eap-

ui.!i ..danced round, and there was a sudden silence.
"This is IleleneV father." said the captain in a cli'ar. firm

' '
e, "Woe to any one who jueddle- with him !"

A Imrrah of joy went up at the words, a shout risinir to the
like a prayer of the church : a cr\ lik-j the Ih'st hijrh notes

ihe Te Drum. The lads swun;: aloft in the rin-jrinf:, the
• ii below Ihini:- uj) their caps, the ^nnn-ers pounded away on

•
'
deck, there was a geiu'ral thrill uf excitement, an outburst

11
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(if iiallis, veils, iim! >lirill eric- ni wiluldi' chorus. The tw

chccR'd likr f;iii:iti(-. ihc (JriiiTiiT- 'iii>u'i\ ill:.'- "Iccpcncil, ,ii

he ,;;rc\v iiiir;i~_\ ; it .-.ivimd t,, hirii tiuil there w.-i- .-omc h.

rilile iiiwirrv in -ihli wild tran.-pnris.

'-My d.ni.uiiter !" \\r < ried. as mihh as he could sjhm

"Where i~ u\\ daiiLiht'-rr"

Fur all an>\v.T, the captain of the privateer /,'ave him
^earehiiii: ,:.:laiiir. niie of iho-c ^laiiccr- wliicli tlirow the hravi

man into a ennfii-ioii uliieh iio iheorv can explain. T
(lencral was mute, not a little to the .-ati>facl ion of the erc\

it ])leaseil them lo >ce llieir lea<lcr c\erci»' the siraiiL.'-e pow
which he jiosx'-.-cd (i\cr all with wlioni he came in cont;ii

Then the ca[)tain IimI the way down a staircase and thing op.

tile door of a cahiii.

"'I'here >he is," he said, and di.-appeared, leavinii the Ge
eriil m a stupor (d' lu'wdderniciil at the scene itcforc his evt

lleleiie cried out at the sii:lit of him. and s[»ran.i: up fro

the xjfa on which ,-lie was lying when the door tlew ope
So changed was .-he that none but a fatlier's eye> could ha'

recogni/ed Iter. Tlie >un <if the tropics had brought warm
tones into the once pale t'ace. and .-oiiiething of Orient
clmrm with that wonderful colorniir; there was a certa

grandeur about her. a niaje.-iic linniiess. a profound sent

ment which improse- it>elf iijion the c()arsest nature. 11

long, thick hair, falling in large curls about her ipieen

throat, gave an aiided nlca of power to the proud face, 'i'l

consciousness of that power shone out from everv movemen
every lino of Helene'-s form. The rose-tinteil nostrils we
dilated slightly with the joy of triumph: the serene happ
ne^s (d' her lift' had left its plain tokens in the full devolo]

ment (d' her beaiilv. A certain indelinable virginal grace m
in her with tlu' pride of a W(,man who is loved. This was
slave and a (pieeii. a (pieeii who would fain obev that si

miirlil reign.

Her dress was magnificent and elegant in its riejint-^

India muslin was ihe solo material, but her sofa and ouphior
were of cashmere. .\ IVrsian carpet covered the floor in ti

J: »ii-«i
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!, (!_'(' riiliin. mill !ht four cliililni' plauiii: ;it her f t were
i ^iiilm;.' cii.MlcH of p'iii> ail. I |m .ir| n<'i klacr- ai«

'

.vcls of

i
r.rc. Tlic air was full of tlii> -cnit of ran- llo\V(- m Sevres

;''!•( (lain ,va>c.- iiaiiil.d l.y Mailanic .lacot,.i ; tiiiv Soulli
\;ii.-riran liir(i>. like lixiiiu'- i-iil,ir.. -apjilpn's :mii| ;:o1(1.

li'MTi'l anion;: the McMcaii jcv-ainiiic - ami canicilia.-. A
i':.iii"tnrtc li„(l Ikvii lilted into the fooMi. and here and then'

;. liic |iancl('d wall.-, (nvnvd uiili red -ilk. Iniii;: -iiiall pict-
:••'.- hy jrri'at painter-— a Snnsrt hij lli)ij)o|\te SiliinniT he-
M.i.' a Ti'rl.ur;:, -.iie of Ifaphad's Madonna-' :-eareelv yielded
11: eharin to a >ke|(li l,y Ci'ricault. uliile a (ierard Dow
'•'i!p>ed the painier> (d' the Kin|iire. On a la.'.piered tahle
>t.'o(] a poiden plate full of delicious fruit. Indeed. Flelene
i'::i.'hl have lieeii the ^overciirn lady (d' -onie 1,'reat coiintrv. and
'!:!- lahin (d' hers a hoiidnir in which her erowiicd lover had
!reiii:ht together all earih"- tiva-nre to plea-e his con-^ort.
i e eliildron irazed with hri.-ht. keen eve- at their prand-
J'i'her. AceustoiiKMl as they were to a life ,d' hattle, '^torm.
iind tumult, they recalled the Ionian children in David's
/;•'//«>•, watching the fiLdiliiiLr and l)loodshe(| with curious in-
M-e-t.

••What I is it possihle?" cried Fli'leiie. catchini: her fathor's
iMii as if to assure herself that this was no vision

•llelene!"

•Father!"

They fell into each other's arms, and the old man's cm-
i I ire was not so close and warm as Ilelenc's.

•Were you on board that vessel?"

'•^es, ' he an>wered sadly, ami !ookin,fr at the little ones,
V. !i . irathered about him ami crazed with wide open eyes.

"l was about to perish, but
"

•Hut for my husband." >he iiroke in. ''I -ee how it was."
'Ail I" cried the (ieneral. "why mu>t 1 fim] you a;rain like

'-IS. Ilelene:-- After all the many tears that 1 ha've shed,
i'l'.ist I still groan for your fate!-"

""And whyr" she asked. sniilin,>:. "Why should you be
!' rry to learn that I am the happie-t woman under the sun?"'

' Hayyy!" he cried with a start of surprise.
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"Yos. linppy. my km,] f.itli.T," an.l -li.' cinmlit lii-^ hnii
in licrs inul mMTcd ilicui with ki>M'>. jnid pn-scd tlicin

lior tliroliliini: hcurt. Ilu- nirc-i--. aiid :i s^.tuciliinir in t

carriap- <<{ her hmd. wcit iiiii I'ptvii'd yd more |i|,iitilv

tile joy .-pjirkliii;: in iicr cvrs.

"AikI liuw i> till-.;-" lie iokrd. Wdiidcriii^' at Ins dau-litn
life, luructl'ul iit.w (d" cvcfylliiii- Inn llic liri,i:lit .ulowiii;: fa
bct'iirt' hiiii.

"la-ten. fallicr; 1 have for lovor. hiishaiid. MTvnnt. ar
niastfi- one who.-c >oul is a- izrcat as tlii' boiiiidlrss sea,

infinili' in hi- kmdncv- a- liea\rii. a 'j:«i\ on earth! \ev
(liirin<: these ,-eveii year> has a eliaiiee look, op word, or "ostu
jarreil in the di\ iiie harmony i,( hi- talk. In- love, his caressi
Ills eyes hnvv never met mine without a uhaiii (d' ha|tpiii.

in them: there has alwa\s heeii a hri-ht Minle on Id,- li]

for me. (hi deck. In> \oue ri.-r- aln.ve the thunder of stoni
and the tumult of h.ittle; hut here h.hiu a is -oft and nuL
lions as Hos-jniV music— for he has K'ossinrs mii>ic sent f'

nie. 1 have everythiiij,' that womair.- caprice can ima;.Mn
My wislies arc inore than fullilled. In short, I am a (picc'ii (

the seas; I am oheyed here as perhaps a (jueen may he ohevi"—Ah!" she cried, interruptinu'' herself. 'V/a/71// did I six
Happiness is no word to c\pre.-s >iicli bliss as mine. All tl

hai)pine-s thai shouh! have fallen to all the women in tl

world has l)een my share. Knowing- one's own ;:reat love an
st'U'-devotion. to lind in //)> heart an infinite love in which
woman's soul i> lost, and lo^t for ever— tell me. is this happ
nessi- I have lived ihroiii^h a thousand lives even now. Hv.-^

I am alone; here. 1 command. Xo other woman has .-i

foot on this noble ve.-.el, and Victor is never more than a fe

pace- distant from nie.— lie caniKit wander furtln'r from ji

than from stern to prow." she added, with a shade of mischii
in her manner. "Si.ven years! A love thai outlasts .sev.-

years of continual j(.y. that endures all the tests hrouL'ht h
all tlie monienls that make uji seven years— is this love? Oi
no. no! it is .somcthin- better tlian'all that I kiio'v of Ijf

. . .
human lan-ua-e fails to e.vpre.ss the hii.ss of heaven.
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\ -nd.lcii tMrivni .,( t,,ir.- ('.Il fn,iii li.r l.urniii;,' c-yos. The
:-,i- ;iilk> Miir., f,ii-r(| a |)ili'ciii- ,r\ a! tiii>. and tldckcd like
.iiiik.ii- ahoiit tlicii' iiK.ihrr. Tlir ..Idr.-i l),,y struck till' Gen-
' r.il uiili a llircaNiiiii;.' luok.

•• Mii'l. darliii-," -aid Hi'l.-nc, "1 am crviii;: for jov."
ilrlrll.' took lll.'ii ..II li.T knee, aixl tlir rliild fondled IliT.

!'::itin- Ins ami- al.niit her (|iiccii|_v neck, as a lion's wliolp
' -ill ]>lay with the iiolic.-s.

•l>n you never weary ol' y.mr lile?- a.«ked the deneral, bo-
rtildered by his daii,i:liter"s enthii-iaMi.- laiiu'iia^'e.^ e~, -lie >aid. ••-onielinie>, wiieii we are n\\ |ani|, vet oven
•''II I have iievr jiartcd from niy hii-hand."

••i'.ut you ii-ed to ho foml of music and halls and fetos."
Ills Voice is iiiu>ic for !iie; and for tV'tes. I devise now

••-leites for him to see. When he likes my dress, it is as if

:'i the world a<lmired me. Sniiply for tiiat reaM)n I keep
IN<' diamonds and jewtds, the iiicei..us tliiiiL^s, the floucrs and
i.aMerpieccs of art that he heaps upon me. savinir, •Ilelene,
1^ vou live out of tile world. 1 will have the worhl come to
.."ii." I'lit for that I would llini: them all overhoard."
"Hut there are others on hoard, wild, nnkloss men whose

;:i--ions
'

•1 understand, f.ither." she said, smilintr. >'I)o not fearT me. Never wa> empn -s encompas.<ed with more ob-
-ivaiice than 1. The men are very superstitious; thev look
ii'oii me us a sort of tutelary ircnius, tiie luck of the ve,-.-(d.

.''.lit lir is their ^'. d ; they wor>hip him. (Jiuo. and once only,
"!: of the crew >howcd disrespect, mere words."" she added,
^i:i,diing; "hut ijcfore X'iclor knew of it, the otliers tlung

e olVender overboard. althouLdi I forcave him. They lovo
a.< their ^'ood anirel : I nur,-e them when they are ili; sev-

:
ii times 1 have been ,-o fortunate as to save a life, bv eon-
.111 care such as a woman <an irive. Poor fellows, they are
iiit>. but they are < iuldreii at the same time."'

"And when there is lighting: overhead r"'

i am used to it now; 1 (piaked for fear diiriiiLT the first

' •i-'Ugenient, but never ^iuee.— 1 am used to such peril, and—
i .iiu your daughter,"" she said; -1 love it."
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"liiil how if ho vhniiM fall?"

"I slmulil ilif uiih him."
"And yiiiir rhiMrcii."

"'I'hcy jirv (Iiildivn ..f the >;ca and .)f datiLTcr: thcv sh;ir
the life (d" their paivnl-.. We ha\r l.iii mi,. Iif,.. and \w ,1

nut (litich from it Wv haw ImiI thr m,,. lif,., niir nam,.
aiv written on the same pa-e (d" (he hook .d' Fate, oiu' ..kit

hears iH an<! our fortune., and ue know it."

"Do yon M. hive iiini that he is more to voii than all be
side?"

_
"All hcMde?" echoed .-he. "L<t U:^ leave that mvsterv alonf

Vet st;'y: there i.s tlii.- dear little one—well, thi.^ ton" i.. fu-'

and btrainiiij: .\hel to lur in a ti-ht ela.-p, she ,.et ea^'ci
kisses on his clu'eks and hair.

"Hilt 1 can never l'or;;et that he has just drowned nin.
men I" e.xelaimed the (Jetieral.

"There was no help for it, doiihtloss." sho saic], "for lie ii

generous and luimane, Ik- sheds as little blood as may be
and oidy in the interests of the little world which he defend^
iind the sacred cause for which he is fi^ditin^'. 'I'alk to him
about anythin;,' that seems to you to he wroni:. and he will

convince you. you will see."

"There was that crime of his," muttered the (leneral t.

himself.

"But how if that crime was a virtue?" she asked, with
cold di<,mity. "How if man's justice had failed to avenge a
great wron;:?"

"But a private revenge!" exclaimed her father.
"But what is hell." she cried, "hut a revemre throuirh a!!

eternity for the wrong done in a little dav?"
"Ah! you are lost! He has bewitched and perverted vou.

Vou are talking wildlv."

"Stay with us one dav. father, and if you will but listen to

him. and see him, you will love him."
"liidene, France lies only a few leagues awav," he sail

/ravely.

ilelenu trembled: then she went to the porthole ani!
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!•. Mtril in the sjiViinnji- of i/ivm ujitrr -nr.'ji.lm" fiir iinl

• TIktc lie- my (uinitry," ^lic siml. tappiri'' Mi.' ciiriH't with
i.. ; fnof.

"lint nn- ynn net ooniin;: with irn' tn sec ymir tiir)llicr ari'l

\ M si-tiT Jllul lirotll(T< ?"

"Oh
! yes," -he < ricd, with ttjir-; in her voice, "if l/r is will-

if ..'. if hf will coiiie with im-."

So," the (.'cncr.il siiid stonily, '-yiiii tiavc riritlicr country
r.i'i- kin now, UclctH'?"
| Mm his wife," she iinswcnwl proiKlly, ami tlicrc was somo-

•' !'- very iiohic in her tone. "'I'liisis tlie first happim-ss
1:1 -even year? that ha> not come to me throucrh him," she
SI i—then, a? sIk ciin-ht Ix-r father's liaiKJ and kissed it —
". !'! thi."^ i.s the (ir.-t word of reproach that I hav heard."

And your conscience

y

••My conmcnce; he is my eonscien>e!" sh.' cried, trembling
fMii liead to foot. "Here he is! Kveri in tiie thick of a fifrht

I 'MH tell his footstep anion? idl the others on d.'.k." she
( Cinj.

A sudden crimson tliished her eheeks and ^loweil in her
f' I til res, her eyes li^lited up, her complexion chanp'd to
\' Ivet whiteness, there was joy and love in every fibre, in the
i'iiio veins, in the unconscious trembiini: of her whole frame.
T' .It (|uiver of the sensitive plant softene.l the Com ral.

1
1
was lis she had saiil. The captain came in, sat down in

111 lasy-chair, took up his oldest boy, and bejian to play with
;

ni. There wa< a moment's silence, for the (iencral's deep
iiiiising had grown vague and dreamy, and the daintily fur-
i ii'd cabin and the playing children seemed like a nest of
' Miyons. floating on the waves, between skv and sea. safe in

! ' protection of this man who steend bis wav amid the
1" .'ils of war and tempest, as otlier heads of lious."iio|ils guide
>: -(• in their care among tlie hazards of common life. He
i' I'd admiringly at Helen.—a dreamlike vision of s.)me sea
-...!, los, gracious in her Invelin.'ss. rieli in happiness; all the
tr. atures about her grown j)o()r in comparison with the wealth

''i
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of her nature, jKilin,;: hcfdrc llic hri^htnoss of hor eyes, flu
ituk'finjihlo rnin.-Muc cxpit-xi! in \u v nn,) her «iirroini(iinL'^.

T!)p Ptn.iiyeiicss of tho sii nation took tlio (JcMioral bv niir-

])ri.-r: tho \i]vi\< of onlinarv life were tlimwn into mnfiision
by this lofty passion and roasonin^^ Chill and narrow smiiil
coovciiiion,- faded away before tliis picture. All llieso thills-

tile old soldier felt, and saw no loss how inipossi!)le it w,h
tl.it his daujjfhter should i:i\e up so wide a lih', a life so vari-
ously rich, filled to the I'liil with such i.assionate love. Aivl
Heleno had tasted dantrer without shr'nkin^^; how could slip

return to the petty sta<,'e, the superficial circumscribed hf»?

of society?

It was the captain \\ho broke the <ilenc(> at last.

"Am I in the wayr" he asked. lookiitLT at his wife.
"Xo,"' said the (.'eneral. answcrin;: fo- 'mt. 'Mlelenc ha?

told nie all. 1 m'c that she is lo<t to us
'"

"Xo."' the caf)tain fiut in (piicklv; "in a fev,- years' time tliM

ptatuto of linutations will allow me to 1:0 i)ack to Frar?e.
When the conscience is clear, and a ma- 'as broken the law
in obedience to " he stopped short, as if scornin^r to jus-

tify himself.

"How can you commit new murders, such as 1 have seen

with my own eyes, without remorse?"
"We had no p'-ovisions," the privateer captain retorted

calmly.

"But if you had set the men asluuv
"'

"They would have i,nven the alarm and sent a man-of-war
after us, and we should never have seen Thili a<rain."

"Before Fraiu-e would have ^n'ven warniiit: to the Spanish
admiralty '" began the (ieneral.

"But France might take it amiss that a man. with a wr.r-

.•ant still out against him. should s(>ize a brig chartered bv
iiordi'au.x merchants. And for tliat mailer, have you never
lired a .shot or so too manv in battle?"

The (JeiKu-al shrank under the other's eves. He said no
more, and his daughter looked at him half sadly, half tri-

umphant.

-jiM

9 .

h\lit
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•(loncral," tho privafoor rontinuod. in ji deep voice, '"I Imvc
iiii'Ic it a rule to ahstract nothinji from l)i>oty. But own so.

r.)\ A\iiro will bovond a doiilit ho far lar-rr tiian your for-
tu'if. Permit me to return it to you in another form

""

lie drew a pile of banknotes from tho piano, and witli-
ng; counting tho packets handed a million of franc? to the
M.'irfiuiP.

Vou can understand." he said, "tliai 1 rannot spend my
tii: .• in watching vessels pass by to Bordeaux. So unless the
<i iii_'frs of this Bohemian life of ours have soiue attraction
f' r vou, unless you care to see South America and the nights
"f ihf tropics, and a bit of fighting now and again for the
pleasure of helping to win a triumph for a young nation, or
ffif the name of Simon Bolivar, we must part. The long boat
manned with a trustworthy crew is ready for you. .\nd now
1'^' lis hope that our third meeting will be complctclv liappv."
"Victor." said Helene in a dissatisfied tone, "I should like

to -ee a little more of my father."

"Ton minute? more or less may bring up a French frigate.

Moucver, so be it, we shall have a little fun. The men find
things dull."

"Oh, father, go!" cried Ilelene. '-and take these keejisakes
^"17! me to my sister and brothers and—mother," slie added.
Shr caught up a handful of jewels and precious stones, folded
till ni in an Indian shawl, and timidly held it out.

"But what shall I say to them from you?'' asked he. Her
hesitation on the word "mother" seemed to have struck him.
"Oh! can you doubt me? I pray for their happiness every

(iav."'

"lielene," he began, as he watched her closelv. 'iiow if we
-'•<'u\d not meet again? Shall 1 never know wliv vou left

'That secret is not mine." she answered gravely. "Kven
-'

i had the right to tell it. perhaps 1 should not. For ten
^ :ir< I was more miserable than words can sav

""

She broke otf. and gave her father the presents for her fam-
... The General had acquired tolerably easy views as to
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booty in tho roiirso of a soldiorV carcrT, so !ip took HoK'n.

'

gifts and foniforted hiiiL-clf with the ivlicction that thr I'.i

risian cajnair was sure to wa.LTO war n.L'-ainst tlic Spaniard^ a

an lK)noral>lo man, imdcr tlio indiicnci' nf HT'irncV pure an
hiph-inindod nature. His passion for courajro carried al

boforo it. It was ridiciib)iH. lie tiiou,i:ht, to be s(pieaiiu>l!
i

tho matter; so he sho(,k liands cordially with his captor, an^

kissed Ih'lene. liis only dauirhter. with a soldier's e.xpansiv.
no.^s; Icttin.ir fall a tear on the face with the proud, stron;

look tliat once he had loved to .<eo. "The I'arisian." derpl
moved, l)rou>;ht the children for liis blossin<T. The partin;
was over, the last jzood-byo was a lonir farewell look. W!tl

fioniething of tender regret on either side.

A strange sight to seaward met the (Jeiierars eves. Tin

Sairit-Frrdinnnd was bla'^ing like a huge bonfire. The nn'i

told off to sink the Spanish brig had found a cargo of run )!

board: and as the Oflicllo was already .aniplv supplied, 1im(

lighted a floating bowl of punch on the high si'as, bv way of -,

joke: a plea.«aiitrv pardonaMe .-nongh in sailors, who hail nm
chance excitement as a relief from the apparent monotony o:

life at sea. As the (icneral went over the side into the Ions:

boat of the Sulnl-Fmlinaii//. nianni^l hv six vigorous row-

ers, ho could not heli) looking at the burning vessel, as wii
as at the daughter who .sUwd by her hushandV side on iIk

stern of the OthcUo. He siw 'l|,'lrnc"s white dress flnttoi

like one more sail in the bn>ezi' : he saw the tall, nol-le tigurt

against a background of sea, queenly still even in tho pre>-

cncf of Ocean; and so many memories crowded up in hi.-

mind, that, with a soldier's recklessness of life, he forgot that

he was being borne over the grave of the i)rave (iomez.
A vast column <)\' smoke risiiii: .-pread like a iirown i-loini.

pierced here and there by fantastic shafts of sunliLdit. It

was a second sky. a murky dome rellecting the -low of tti"

fire as if the under surface had I n burnished: but above it

soared the unchamrinL' i'lue of the linnaiiient. a tlunisani
times fairer for the short-liveil c.nitni-t. The straTi<:e hm-
of the smoke cluud, black and red, tawny and pale by turns.

g



''':i^- -0^3:^* i|,ft JJP^^X"-?*^ 1 fAi-*'.«^Sfli^^y'Wfi:^ '-
:L?*^;£^. .

.Si

A WOMAN «»F THIRTY 177

\':vn'i] ;iTi(] l.londing int.. riieh ..tlicr, slin.udcd the I.urn-
:i_ M'sscI as it tlarcd, cniLkU'd and gnuiUMl ; th,. hissini,'

• -ur. of tiaiiir lirkcd „). the riu-m-. Mild lla^iicd across
• tiii!l. like a rumor of riol llashiiiLT alon- ih,. vtrc.4< of a

-'... The l.urnin-r nun sent uj. I, hi,. Ilitlin:; li.irhts. Som.'
L"nl nii,.,rlit iiiivc Ih'cii stirriiii: t!i.. rnrious iir|uor as a stii-

' >tir,-- the joyou- llaincs of piiiK h in rn or<zv. But in tho
r.lHiUcrin.i: sun!i,-lit. jca!nii< ,,r ihr insolent ld"azc. ili.. colors

• ; scarcely visililc. and the >niok<- was but a film fluttorin-r
a thin scarf in the noonday torrent of light and heat.

Til'' "llnllo made the inoM (d' the little wind she could
-. !i to llv on her new course. .Swaying first to one <uh; then

'' '''*'• 'il«' ii i^tag hcetle on tlie winir. the fair vessel
• - to windward on her zigzag flight to tiie south. Sr.nie-

•
s .-he was hidd.n from sight hy the straight column of

'-ke that flung fantastic shadows across the water, th.-n
-fully .<he shot out clear r.f it. and Heh-.ne, catching sii,dit

-: .'MT father, waved her handkercimd" for yet one more fa're-
•'

i! greeting.

\ U'w more minutes, and the Saiiit-Frnlitnunl went (h.wn
'< a huhhling turmoil, at once etface.! i,v the oci^an.

~-
-liiiig.d' all that had heen was left hut a smoke cloud hang-

'

ill the hrceze. 'I'lie Othrll,, was far awav. the lonird.oat
i a!mo-:t reached land, the cloud came hetween the frail
'

.iiid the hrig. and it was through a l.reak in the swaving
k.' that the (MUiera! caught the last glimpse of Hcicni"

'' :'ruph..tic viMon! iier diws and her white handkerchief
- d out against the murky hackground. ^I'hcn the hrig

It"! >-\vn \ i.-dile hetween ilie given water and the blue sk>\
il-'lene was ii-iliiiig hut an imperceptihle speck, a faint

' '"' '''"' '" •'"^'l 111 heaven, a mental image, a memory.
•

•' .Manpiis had retrieved hi, fortunes, when he dieil,
' ""' ''^''li '"il- -^ lew iiK.nihs after hi> death, m Is.'i;}"

Mar(|ui.~e ua> obliged to lake M.^na to a waterim:-[dac(^
'le Pyreiiee-. for (he eapncioiis child had a wish to see
"'ll't'l'l'l inullllt.-lin -en.-ry. '|'l„y l^.fi ,|„. l,.„|j^_ ^^J
iollowing tragical uicideiu occurred .ui their way home.
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"Dear iiif, iiiotlicr," said Mniiia. "it was vory fooli«h of us

not to stay ainoiii: tin' iiMHitita iti> a \'rw dav- lon;:iT. It wii?

iniicli iiiicr tinTc. Did ;.(.ti hear that horrid child moaning
all iii;^hl. and that uiticIumI .man. L'aijhliii;.' a\va\' in patois

no douht. I'nr I inuhl tint iind, r>iand a sin,L:li' worij she said.

What kind of pi-Hpli' can tlicy '. vc put in the next ronm to

ours? This is one of tlic horrid^'st ni,i:hts 1 have ever spent

in my litV."

"I heard iiMihini:."' said tlie Marciuise, ''lint I will see (he

landlady, darlmi:. and eni:aLr<' tlie next rooi,;. and then wp

hhall have tiu- whole suite of rooms to ourselves, and thero

will he no more noise, lluw do you I'eel this morning? .\re

you tired ?"

.\s she spoke, the Maniuise rose and went to Moi'na's bod-

side.

"Let us see." she said. feelinLT t'nr the .irirlV hand.

"Oh I let nie alone, mnther,"' said Moina; "your finj^crs are

cold."

She turned her head nuind <ui the pillow as siie spoke, pet-

ti.shly, hut with such enirauiM'.' .i:raee, that a mother could

scarcely have taken it aini>s. Just then a wailinir crv eclnu'd

throuixli the next room, a faint prolonu-<'(l cry. that must

surely have '^oiw to the heart of any wouum who heard it.

"Wiiy. if you heard llml all niirht loiiir, why did you not

wake me? We should have
"

A deeper moan than any that hail i^^one hefore it inter-

rupted the Marquise.

"Some one is dying there," she cried, and hurried out of

the room.

"Send Pauline to niel" called Moina. "1 shall get up and

dress."

The Manpii.-e hastened downstairs, and found the land-

lady in the courtyard with a little group al)out her, appar-

ently much iiiHTested in somcihing that she was telling theni.

".Madame, you have put sume one in the ne.\t room who

Beems to lie very ill iiidi'cd
"

"Uh I <lon"t talk to me about ill" cried the mistress of the
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'; >u^(^ "I have ju^t sent some niic fur the inavor. Just im-

- ! '• it; it i? a Woman, a poor unfortiiiiati' creature that
111' liere last nijL'lit on foot. She eonies from Spain: she

.!- no passport and no money: she was earrvin^' her l)ahv on
..

: i.aek, and the cliild was <!\iii;:. 1 e.)uhl not refus(^ to take
\\rr in. I went up to see her this inorninLT niy-elf; for wlien

- ;r turned up yesterday, it made me feel (hvadfully liad to

-
;
at her. Poor soul I she and the child were Ivinif in hed,

,
•:

:
li.>lh of them at death's door. ".Madame." savs she. pull-

:
a trold rin^' off her fin.L'cr. 'this is all that I liave left;

:;,' It in payment, it will lie enou^rh : I shall not stav here
'. • _' I'oor little one I we shall die touM'ther soon I' she said.

liMKing at the chihl. 1 took her rin.LS and 1 asked her who
was. hut she nr\(T would tell n. her name. ... 1

ju.-Jt sent for the doctor and M. le .Maire."

•Why, you must do all tliat can he done fur her." cried the

M ir.|uise. "Good heavens! perhaps it is not too late I 1 will

fj. for evorythinir that is neccvsarv
"'

".Mil my lady, she h/oks to me to he uncommonly proud,
aini I don't know that she would allow it."

'1 will go to see her at once."

The Marquise went up forthwith to the stransrer's room,
w!i!iout thinking of the shock that the sight of her widow's
"''•(is might give to a woman who was said to he dving. At
tiie sight of that dying woman the Manpiise turned i)ale. In
>!'ii<' of the changes wrought hy fearful suffering in llelene's

li'-autiful face, she recognized her eldest daughter.

liut Ilelene, when she saw a woman dressed in Idack. sat

nnright in hed with a shriek of horror. Then she sank hack;
>\'.f knew her mother.

•My dauglitor," said Mme. d'Aiglomont, "wliat is to he
ne? Pauline! . . .

ling now for me
M

-.Xotl

'pe<l to see mv father once i

oiiia :

.said lelelle ainti v. tia'l

liore hut vour mourninii-

hroke off. clutched her child to her 1 lean

warmth, and kisH'd its f

IS if to give

orelleai! T len >iie Uirned her

t'}es on her mother, and the ^Manpiise met the old reproach
lii them, tempered with forgiveness, it is true, hut still n^-

:i
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proach. Slic saw it. and wmiM not sec it. ,Sli(> forgot thai

'i''i'i"'/V'"'
''"',''•'''' <'""^''\''<l ainid tear.'* and despair. \\w

i"s ill !! r

itif. rfrnriiilnTin-.'

child of duty, tho caiiso of one ,d" ilic srrcatcst soriouv'
iif''- '"^il'' -!,.',• to luT ridr-l d;iui:lit,.r"s > ,,,,.,,.,

nothin.i: lait that Ih'.h-nc was her iirsthorn, tlie Vhihi' wli,', V,',''

taii-hl her to kn,,\v ihi' joy.^ nf iiiothcrliond. 'I'hc inoiiirr'-
i'\r< were full of tears, ••ileleiie, my child! . .

.-
.|i,.

tried, with her anus about her dau-xhter.
Helen.. wa> >ilent. Her own hah.^ had just drawn its !a-t

breath on her breast.

-Moma eanie into the room with Pauline. Ikt maid, and
the landlady and tlie doetor. Tlie Mar.juise was holdiu:: Imt
daii,;,diter's iee-iohj hand in both of her.-, and -azinj,^ ;il hrr
in despair; but the widowed woman, who had escaped -h]',)-

wreck with but one of all her tVir band ,d' children, sp^ki'm a voice that was dreadful to bear. ".Ml tlii. is y -ur
work." >be said. "I f you bad but lieen f(u- me all that— "

"Moma, •,'()! Co out of the room, all ..f voii V cried .Mine.
(rAi-,demont, her shrill tones drowniui: Ueleiic's voice.—"For
])ity's sake." she continued, "iet us not be<.nn tlie>e miserabl-
(juarrels a^Min now "

'•I will be silent," Heleiie answiTed with a preternatural
effort. -1 am a mother; 1 know that Moma ought not .

Where is my child:'"

Moina came back, imj)elled by euriositv.

"Sister," said the spoiled child, "the doctor
"

"It is all of no u.<e," said ilelene. "Oh '. why did I nr)t die
as a girl of si.xteen when 1 meant to take my ou'u liicr 'J'heiv

is no happiness outside the laws. Moma . . . vou . .

."

Her head sank till her face lay against the face'of the liiil..

one; in her agony .she strained her babe to her breast, and
died.

I'

"Your sister, Moina," i^;\'u\ Mine. d'Aiglemont, burstiii-
into tears when she reached her room, "your sister meant im
doubt to tell you that a girl will never find haj)pines.s la a

romantic life, in living as nobody else does, and, above all

things, far away from her mother.''

i
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VI.

THE OLD AOr: OK A (illf.TV MOTHER

I r was one of the oarlicst Juno days of t!io y(>ar 1844. A ladv
' lilty or tlicroaliouts. fur she looked older than lior aotual

'
, ua> paciiiir uj) and down onv of the sunny patlis in tho

:i'drn of ii Hnat nian.-i.in in tlic IJiie I'iuinct in I'aris. It
- I "• 'I'Ik' lady took two or t!inM« turns alontr the gently
iidiM;.'- pirdcn walk, careful never to lose sif;ht of u cortain
A (d' windows, to which ^he seemed to <,'ive her whole at-
:n..n; thi'n she >at down on a Itench. a piece of elepant
' .i-rusticity made of hrancJKN with the bark left on the

I- t'roi" tlie p!a<f where she sat slie could look through
i.'arden railinjis alon^^ the inner lioulevards to the won-

'ml dome (d' the Invalides risiiiu' ai'ove the ere.<ts of a forest
• !iii-tree>, and see the h'ss sinkin;: view of h(^r own grounds
•ruinating in the gray stone front of one of th" finest hotels

': liic Faubourg Saim-liermain.
>i!ince lay over the neighboring gardens, and the houle-
irds stretching away to the Invalid(V. Day scarcely hoirins

I noon in that aristocratic -piarter, and masters and ".s-rvants

all alike a^lec]). or just awakening, unless some voung
'iv takes it into her head to go for an early ride, or a'gray-
idcil diplomatist rises i)etimes to redraft ii protocol.
The elderly lady stirring ai)road at that hour was the Mar-

;
-c dWiglemont, the mother of Mnie. do Saint-IIereen, to

H'lii the great house belonged. The ^laniui.se had maile
I r the mansion and almost her whole fortune to her daugh-
". reserving only an annuity for herself.

The Conitesse Moina de .Saint-llereen was Mme. d'Aigle-
nt's youngest child, 'i'lic Munjuise had made every sac-
'c to marry Jier .'•uuliter to the eblest son of one of the
-atest houses t France; and this was only what might
:.c been e.xpected, for the lady had lost her sons, first one
id then the other. Gustave, Marquis d'Aiglemont, had died
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of the cliolcni
; Ali.l. tlir second. Iiail fallm in Al^rcria. Cm

tiivc had Irli a widow and rliililivn. init the dowaj^'fr's alFt'c

tioii fnr ||,r ,->ii> had 1 n ..nly inndrratrly warm. an<l f(,i

the next p'n<ralion it was dccid((ll_v tr|iid. ' She was alwav:
civil \n licr daiiL,ditrr-iii-lau. l,iit hn- iVrlin- i(.war(!> ih,

vouni: .M.inim-r ua> thr di>tin(tly ronvcnti/.iial atrcftioi
whu-h pxid ta.Mr and ^'ond manner- re.|uire us to fool for om
ndalives. The fortunes of her dead children having boon set
lie d. ~li( ,;:u\>\ devote her savin;,^'^ and her own property to liei

darlirii: Mnina.

-Moina. Iieainifiil and faseinatin.-: from childhood, wa.
Mine. d'Aielemont's favorite; Iove(i heyond all tho other-
witli an irK-liiiciivc or involuntary love, a fatal drawing,' of
the heart, which ^oinetimo seems ine\plicablo. somotimcv
and to a close observer, only too easy to explain. Ilor ilar-

lin;:"s pretty face, the sound of .Moina"s voico, her way.*, iu>r

manner, her h.oks and ^oturcs. rou^.d all the deepo/t enm-
tions that can stir a niolhor's heart witli trouble, rapturo. or
doli<:ht. 'J'hc sprin.<rs of the .ManiniseV life, of yostorday," to-
morrow, and to-day. lay in that yoniii: iieart.

"

Moina." with
better fortune, had Mirvived four "older children. As a mat-
ter of fact. .Mine. d".\i,i:!eni..m had ln>t her <'Idest daujjhtcr,
a charmin-: ^Mrl. in a nio>i unfortunate manner, said gossip,
nobody know exactly wliat became of Ikt: and then she lost
a little boy of five by a ilix'adful accident.
Tho ohiid ot' her all'ec tions had. however, been spared To

hor, and doubtless the Manniise .sxw tho will of Heaven in
that fact : for of tho.-^e who had died, she kept but very
shadowy recolleelinns in some far-otf corner of her heart; her
memories of her dead children were like tho headstones on a
battlelield. you can .s-arcely see them for the tiowors that have
spruni: up about them since. Of cour.so. if the world liad

chosen, it might have said some hard truths about the .Mar-
quise, mi-:ht have taken hor to task for shallowness and an
overweeniniT pri'fereiice for one child at the expense of t!;e

rest; but the world of I'aris is .swept alonir by the full tloo.i

of new events, now ideas, and new fashions, and it was inovi-

i i
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'.i!. .• that Mnu.. .IWj.'K.Mumt shouM br m sn,,,,. s-rt alluwv.l
f- n.,, ,.ut „f si.rht. So nul,„.ly thouul,, .,, |,|,„„„,. |,„, j.,,.

'I'lm'^s ,.r nr-l.rt wliidi cnn-rrncd no .„„.. ul.m^i. h.-r
uiiuk. ai)prflicnsivf tenderness f„r M..ina wa> f,,,,,,,! In.dilv
nlercstin- l.y not a fow who iv>pvru.\ it a> a >uit nf .uper-
>!ai..n MesMles. tiM- Mar.iuiM. .canrlv uvnt int„ >,H.,..tv at
»l: iHi.J the leu- rainilies who kn.'W her th..u-ht of her '.. a
kindly, -entle. mdiil-ent wonian. wh,.llv (l..v.,i..,l i,, her faai-

;.
W li.it hut a .tirio.-ity, keen mde..!. wouM seek tu prv \h--

n.:.th the surfaee with whieh th.. world is .,nite sat.^ded-^
Am.I what wouhl we not juirdon t„ old [.enpK, ,f „„lv th..v will
.
'Faee themselves like shadows, and eunsent to h,". re-arded

;- uieniories and nothin<: more!
Indeed Mme. .iWi^Wmt heeame a kind of example eom-

i'M-'-'Htly held up l.v tl„. youn-er -..neration to falluTs of
muiies, and frequently eitod to mothers-indaw She hul

^ nie over her property to Moina m her own lifetime- the
.

"in^r (ountess happiness was enough for h(>r. she onlv--d in her daughter. Jf .some eauti<.us ol.l p,.r>on or mums;.
•nel.. here an.l there eondemned the cours.. with-'-Perhaps
Mme. d Aiglemont may he sorry some <lav that slu- -ave unr fortune to her daughter: she nu.v he "sur,. of MoFna hut
!.'w can she be equally sure of her son-indaW-"—these
i;"plH.ts were en, d down on all si.les, and from all sides a

• iiorus of praise went up for .Moina.
"It ought to he said, in justice to .Mme. de Saint-IIereen

-It her mother cannot fe.d the slightest dilferenee "
iv-

irked a young mar.ied woman. -.Mme. d'Aiglemont is ad-
orably well housed. She has a carnage at her di.spo.sal. and

..ill go everywhere just as slu" used to do
"

-E.xcept to the Italiens." remarked a low voiee (This ^-h
M <lderly parasite, <.ne of tho.se persons who show th.-ir in-

^ ,
nendence—as they think—by riddiin- their friends „ith

-
:i:rams.) -Except to the Italiens. And if the dowa-^er
'vs lor anything on this earth but her dau-hter— it~ i,

.
n<,e. feueh a good performer she was ,n her time ! Hut the
antess box ,s always full of young butterflies, and the
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t'niiiiti'ss' iiiotlicr would hv in the way; tlio voiinj.' laily ii

tiilk.d aliDUt iiliv;i(ly ,1-. a rrmit llirt. S.. thJ jmmm- iiK.th.r
lll'Nff Lrnc< t(i till' llalirlW."

"Minr. .!. S;iiiit-Il..iv,ii ha- del i-iit fill "At ll.inirs" for \ut
iiiotlur." Slid a iom'IukI. ••.\M |';iii> ^,m'> to her salon."
"Ami II. I uii,. jiavs any at ten! ion to the Mai-(|uis(',"" returned

tile para-iie.

"Tlie fact is that Mnie. d'Aiirleinont is never alone," re-

marked a eo\!oinl), -idiiii: with the youn^' women.
••In the IIKirmil-."' ihe nld n\,~rv\rl- (•( mt i llUed Ml a diserert

voice, "in the niornii,;,' dear .Moina is asleep. At four (njoek
d.ar .\Ioina >\v\\i'> iii the Hois, in the evening,' dear Moma
jroes to a hall (ir {<> the I'.nuir,..,.—Still, it is certaiidv true that
Mnie. d".\i,ulemon| ha- the privile;i:e nf seeing' her dear (laugh-
ter while she dre.-ses. and aL'ain at dinner, if dear Moina lia[i-

pens to dine with her mother. .\ot a week airo. sir," con-
tinued the eldeily jier.-oii. laying' \\\> hand on the arm of th-
shy tutor, a tiew arrival in tlie house, -not a week a^'o, 1 saw
the poor mother, solitary and sad. hy her own fn-eside.—
What i> the matter:-" I a>ked. 'Ihe .Manpii.^' lo.iked up siiiil-

in,ir, hut I am (luite sure that she had heeii ervin>r. 'I was
thinking,' that it is a .-traiiu'e thin-r that 1 should' he^left aloiie

when I lia\e had live ehildren," siie said, 'hut that is our des-
tiny ! .\nd hesides. 1 am hajjpy when 1 know that Moina is

enjoyint: herself.'—She could ^ay that to nie. tor I know her
hu.-haml wiKii he was alive. A poor stick he was. and iiii-

comiiioiily lucky to have such a wife; it was cerlainlv owin,!,'

to lu'r that he was ma.le a peer of France, and had a place
at ( 'oiirt under Ciiai'les .\.""

^f\ such mistaken ideas pet ahout in social po.ssip. and
sucli mi>clii(d' 1,. done hy It. that the historian >,\' manners is

hound to e\erci.se hi.s discretion, and wei<,di the assertions so

reckle.-sly made, .\fter all. wh.i is to say that either mother
or dauj:hter was ri<rht or wron<.':' There is but One who can
read ami judne their hearts! And how often dues He wreak
111.- veii-eaiu-e in the family circle. usin,>r throughout all time
children as Ilis instruments a^rainst their mothers, and fathers

1;^

Ji
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.Minst their s..ns, raisin^' up p,.,)[,i,.s a-ainsf kind's, and
liiho a-aitist pr(.pl<... xiwiii- slnlr aii.l diviMmi ..v.-rv-

«*iuTf.' And in till.. \v„rld uf idms, arv nut old opinion^ and
!"lin-< ..xprlicd l,v new fivlin-s and opinions, nui.li ii^
^' :'l'<T,.d Iravr. arc tlin.M fortl. hv tl,.. voiui- loafd.uds in tlic
-pnn^^'-all m ..Kcdim... m tl„. iniinufaldc S(h,.Mic- all to
-'<..• ..nd wJHch (lod alonr knnwv V.t, si.rHv. all thin-.
(•'•'"'•'d tu Ilmi. ,.r rathrr, i„ H,,,, ,,il iliin-s return

^

Such thou-hts .,f rcli-ion. the naturalthoughts of a-e
li'itcd up n..u- and a;rain on the current (,f M,nc ,r Mt],,.

"' '^ tl'<>u<rhts: llicy were always din.lv present in her min-I
I'M >onictinu.> they ^hone out clcarlv. somniiMc thcv were
'"'•le,! under, like tlouvrs tossed on th.. vexed surface of a
-I'TUiy sea.

She sat on ihe -ard..n-s..at. tired w.th walkin-. exhauM.'d
^:!i much thinkinir-^with the Ion- thou-hts in which a

.w.uie lifetime rises up before the mind, and ,s spread out like
i -roll k.ore the eyes of th-.n. who U;.\ that Death i^ m-ar

II .•. poet had .hanee.l to pass alon^r th.. 1. ,rd. he would
'" f"U"d an interotinL' picture ,n the fa. ; this woman

-"«•'• -Id bef.re her inn... .\s .he sat nno.r the .lotted
:-!"«• et th.. aca.ia. the slia.low the acacia casts at n..on a
•^-iisin.l th.,u-hts were written for all tlie worl.l to see on
;;'• features, pale an.l cold cvn in th.. hot, hri.dit sunli-ht
Here was something sadder than the .-ens.. ..f wanin-^ life in
'l:at expressive face, some trouble that went .l..,.per tlian the
^^ariness of experience. It wa.s a face of a tvpe that fixes

•I in a m..ment amon^r ,, h,„t of ciiaracterless fa.r. that fail" draw a secon.l ^dance. a fa.e to s,.t v-.u thinkini:. Vmon-
- Miou.san. pictures in a -aUery, y.ni are stron-lv iiiipre<^ed
'-the sublime an-uish on the fa.e of sonic Ma.hinna nf Mu-
nllos; by some Jleatrirc Crnci in whi.h (iuiilo's art portravs

ni.)st t..uchin- inimcence a-ain^t a back-mun.l of horror
n.! crime; by the aw., and iiiaj..stv that should ..n.-ir.-le a
n-. cau-ht once an.l for ever by W.lasque^ in tlie s.unbre
-0 of a I'hilip II

, and ... is it with some livin- human
"t's; they are tyrannous pictures which speak to you, .sub-
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rnit VMi to searching scrutiny, and jfivc rosponsp to yonr in

most tli(.u>.'lils, nay. tlxTc jin- facc^ that wt forth a wh(»lf

'Iratiia. ami Mine. (r.\i>.'lcinont'^ stony face was one of these

awful trap'<lifs. one of such faces as Dante Aliphieri saw bv

thousands in his vision.

For the little season that a woiium's ixuiuty is in flower

il serv.'S her adinirahiy well in the dissimulation to whicli

tier natural ucakness and our social laws condemn her. \
youn^' face and rich c(»lor. and eyes tliat f,dow with light, a

gracious maze of -iiuli suhth-, manifold lines and curves, flaw-

less and jKTJ'cctly traced, is a screen that hides everything
that stirs the woimin within. A flush tells nothing, it only

heightens the coloring so brilliant alrt'ady; all the tires that

hum within lau add littlt light to the tiaiiie of life in eves

which only sctm the lirighter for the flash of a passing pain.

Nothing is so discreet as a young face, for nothing is less mo-
bile ; it has the serenity, the surface smoothness, and the fresii-

ness of a lake. There is no character in women's faces licfore

the age of thirty. The painter discovers nothing there but

pink and while, and the smile and expression that rcfieat the

same thought in the same way—a thought of youth and lovn

that goes no further than yuuth and love. But the face of an

old woman has expressed all that lay in her nature; passion

has carved lines on her features; love and wifehood and

motherhood, and extremes of joy and anguish, have wrunj;

them, and left their traces in a thousand wrinkles, all of

which s])cak a language of their own ; then is it that a wu-

inanV face becomes siiijjime in its horror, beautiful in its mel-

ancholy, grand in its calm, if it is permissible to carry the

strange metaphor still further, it might be said that in the

dried-uj) lake you can see the traces of all the torrents that

once poured into it and made it what it is. An old face is

nothing to the frivolou.s world; the frivolous world is shocked
by the sigiit of the destruction of such comeliness as it ca'

undcrsta.ul; a commonplace artist sees nothing there. An
old face is the province of the poets among poets cf those who
con recognize that something which is called Beauty, apart
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fru,n nil the oonventioriH u .,l..rlvin« .„ many sujKTstitions
in iirt and tasto.

Tli.High Mine. (IWi^M.wvMnt wniv a faslii„nal,|.. l.onncf it
>,.s,,,:.y tos,... iliai h.r.au,. Ma. k l.air lia.! invn I.I, ;,.|..,n,v
nirl >.>rrows; v..t h,..-'.,...! ta>t..an.i tl.r -ranuus a.-muiv.! in-

^iincfs ..f a wnniM ..f fashion .•..,,1.1 I,.. .,,.„ i„ ,|„. u,,v ^h-
u..r.. It. .I,vi.l..(l into twn hamlnuu. f.,II,.ui„- tli.. ..iitlin.- ..f
't tofh.'a.i that .still retain...! so,,,,, tra.vs of fonn.T .h,//li„.'
f-.inty w.,rn an.l lincl tli..„^^h it was. Th.- .•..nt..„rs ..C h.T
i>-. th.. n.g„la.-ity of h.T f.^atun-s. gav.. m.,,,.- i.l..,.. fa,„t in

"nth, ..f that b..auty ..f whi.l, suivlv .^1,,. ha.j ,„„, I.....,,

f-n.n.l
;
hut thos.. tra.rs s,.nk.. .till ni.-iv plainly ..f th.. an-ui.!,

^^'"'•»' l"<'l lai.I it waste. ..f .harp pain that" ha.l wiih.Tcd
i" t..nij.l..s. an.! ma,!.. il,..>o h„ll..w> ,„ j,,,, ,,h,,,.k,, ,,„.i ,.,„_
mirpliMl the cy.li.ls. an.l r..l.l,...l tl,..,„ ..f tl,..ir laslu-. ami tlie
•<•.- of .,.;r .•liann. SI,., was in ev.Tv wav so n..is,.l..ss •

si,..

nov...! V h a slow, st'If-.^ontain.-.l -ravitv'that sl,..w,.,l its.-lf
" h..r wh.,1,. I.,.ann-. an.l str„.k a .-..rtam aw,, int.. othern
N. r (l,n,<ient inann.T had chan^u-d to p..sitive shvness .1,,,. ap-
'in-ntly to a lial.it n..w ..f >,„.,.. years' -n.wtii. ..f ,.ira,.in.'

tH rs,.lt in her .lauf,M,terV presen,... She spok.- v..rv s..ld..„;;
•n. in th(> low f.nes used by th..se wh.. p..rfor.e must liv..
-ithm tl nis..!v,.s a life of r..tl.vti„n and .•...uvntralion
I liis demeanor led others to regard her with an in.l..rmal,le
i'linjr whi.'h was neiliu-r aw,. n,.r ...iiipa.si,.n. I.iit a nivs-

ri..us [.lending of tlie many i,!..as awaken,.,! in us hv .•..,»-
"i-sion an.! aw... Finallv, ther.. was sonietlimg in li,.r wrin-
kles, in the l.n...s of her fac.., in the look ,.f pam in tli..s,. wan
'y.'s of hers, that Lore el.H|uent t,.,stirnonv t.. tears that ii..ver
!'•'! fallen, tears that liad h,.,.n al.sorl.,.,1 l,v Ii.t heart Tn
ippy er,>atures. aecustoni..,! to raise tli,-ir exvs to h.'av.r in
"te app,.al a-ainst the l.itt,.ni,.ss of ili,.ir l..t. w..u!.| have

.

'

n at onee from lier eyes that she was l,rok..n in t.) tli<- eniel
-eipline of eeaseless prayer, would have disi-erneil tli," al-
"St impereeptible sympt.mis ..f the s..«r..l l.ruis..s wl.i.h .le-Toy all the flowers of the soul, even the sentiment of m.itlier-

ii
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Painters have roh.rs for these portraits, but words, anil

tile iiieiital iiiiaLit'- ciillnl u:i liy wm-il-. fail to reprochiee such

impressions faithfully; thd'e ire iiiysterioii!* sijxns and tokens

ill the loiii - ..f tiic ci,l,inii,u and in tin- look of luiiuan fai'i-.

wliieli the iiiiiul (uily seizes throULrh the sense of si^dtt ; an.

I

the p"fl i- fain to record liie talc of the events whii-h

\vrou<,dit the liaNoe to make ilieir terrible ravajje-s nnderstoi.d.

The face sjioke <d' cold and sleaily -tonn. an invard eon-

llict heiwccii a moilicrV lon,<:->ntrerinj: and the limitations of

onr tiatiire, for our human alTeetions are bounded by our Ini-

manity, ainl '.he in.'iniie has no ]ilaee in finite creatures. Sor-

row endured in silence had at last [)rodueed an indefinalile

morbid sometliini,' in this woman. Doubtles.s mental an;:uish

had reaetei! on the ph\^i(al frame, and >ome disease, perhaps

an aneurism, was undermining: dulie's life. Deep-seated

grief lies to all ap]iearance very ipiietly in the deptlis where it

is conceived, yet. ^o still and apparently dormant as it is, it

cca.-i'le>sly corrodes the soul, like the terrible acid which cat.s

away cry.-tal.

Two tears made their way down the .Manpiise's cheeks;

she ro.-;e to her feet as if some tlioiiirht more poiLrnant th.-ui

any that precede(' it had cut her to the (piick. She had

doubtless eome to a conclu>ion as to .Moina"s future ; and now.

foreseeiiii,' clearly all the troubles in store for her child, the

sorrows of her own unhappy life had iK'irun to weigh once

more njion Ikt. The key of her position must be sought in

her daughter's situation.

'idle t'omte lie Saint-ilereen had been awav for nearlv six

months on a jxdilical i!U>si()n. The Countess, whether from
sheer giddiness, or in obedience to the countless instincts of

woman's ciKpietry. or to i's>ay its power—with all the vaiiit\

of a friv(dous line lady, all tlie capricious »vavwardness of a

child—was amusing lier-df. diiring her hu^baiid's ab-enc(>. hv

playing with the pa,-~ion of a clever 'uut heartless man, dis-

tracted (so tu; said) with lo\e, the lo.^.' that combines readilv

with every |'clly >oci;il ambition of , self-conceited co.xcomb.

.Mine. d'.Viglemom, whose long experience had given her a

»#^''
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'

'! .u!i'fl;.ro of life, and tuuglit Ikt to jinli^e of mon and to
.:i id the world, watched tlic coiirsi- of this flirtation, and
- ;n that it could only end in one way. if her daiiirhtcr should
fJ! into the hands of an utterly uiiMTupulons intrij:uor.
ti w could it lie other than a terrihle thoujrht for her that

dau^rhter listened willinirly to thi< ram'' Her darling'
'

1 "» till' hrink of a precipice, she felt horrihlv sure of it~

:
dared not liold her hack. She was afraid of the Countess!

> 1. knew too tliat Moina would not listen to her wise warn-
• --: slie knew that she had no intluence over thi;t natur -

:'-ti for her. silken-soft for all others, [[er iuot!irr"s tendcr-
I

•
-s might have led her to sympathize with the troubles <4 a

•:i-<ion called forth i'V tli" iio))ler (|ualities of a lover, hut
;' i- was no passion—it was coquetry, and the Manpiise de-
-iMsed Alfred de Vandenesse, knowin;: tliat he liad entered
' " ^''i'^ flirtation with :\loina as if it were a frame of chess.

iiut if Alfred de ^'andenesso made her shudder with di-^-

:.'i-i.. she was ol)li<.r,Ml—unhappv motlu'r!—to conceal the
^:ron,i:est reason for her loathint? in the deepest recesses of
' -V heart. Siie was on terms of intimate friendship with the
M.irciuis de Vandenesse. the youn:: man's father; and this
'; iendship, a respectable one in th(> eyes of the world, excused
the sonV con.<tant presence in the liouse, he proft.ssin.i: an old
:ittar'hment, datintr from childhood, for .Mtne. de Saint-
licreen. More than this, in vain did Mme. dWiirlemont nerve
' r-:c!f to come between :\Ioina and Alfred de Vandenesse
wth a terrihle word, knowing' iieforehand that she should not
.-licceed; knowin;; that the strong reason which ou-lit to sep-
a";ite tliem would carry no weight ; that she should humiliate
' i-M'if va,nly in her daughter's eyes. Alfreil wa< too cur-
ni[)t; Moiiia too clever to hidieve the revelation; tlie vouni,--

' ountess would tu^n it olf and treat it as a niece (d' ma-
^ rnal strategy. Mme. d'Aiglemont had built' her prison
walls with her own han.ds; she had inuiiured h.'r>elf ,,nlv to
-e M-oina's happiness ruined thence before she died; she was

I'
look on helplessly at tlie ruin of the young lift- wldeh had

i"en her pride and joy and comfort, a life a thousand times
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(loarcr to lirr tlinn licr nwn What vrnnh ran (Ipeoril)o aTii,niis!i

so hulcoiis hcyonil helit'f, such unfathomcd depths of pain?
She waited |(ir .Mniii:i to nsc. with tho inipalicncc and sick-

onin;: dread n{ ;i ddniiied iii;in, who Idnirs to havo dono with
life, and turns cold at the thouirht of tlie headsman. Sh.'

had liraeed her.-elf f<,r a la<t etl'nrt. Init perhap- the prospect
of the certain failure of tlie attempt was h'ss dreadful to her
than the fear of reeeivin.i: yet auain one of those thrusts that

Went to lier very heart—liefore that fear her eourairo ehhed
away. Her motlier's h>ve had cnmv to this. To love hor chihi,

to lie afraid of her, to shrink from the thou<rht of tho stall.

yot to fro forward. So jj:reat is a mother's aifeetion in a lov-

iu'j: nafiiii'. that hel'ore it can fade away int-i indifference tho
mothc : herself must die or find support in some great power
without !;er. in reii^'ion or another love. Since the ^^arquis^'

rose that morninj:. her fatal memory had called up hefore her
some of thoM' ihiiiirs. so slieht to all appearand-, that make
landmarks in a life. Sometimes, indeed, a whole tra>re(iv

jrrows out of a sin.<:le iresture; the tone in which a few words
were sjioken rends a whole life in two; a -.dance into indiffer-

ent eyes is the tleathldow of the Ldaddest love; and. unhappily,
such fiesttires and such words were only too familiar to Mine.

d'Ai^lemont—she had met so many jrlances that wound tho

soul. Xo, thc'-e was nothinir in those memories to hid her

hope. On tho contrary, everything went to show that Alfred

had de,-*i-ny.(1 her hu'd en her dauirhter's heart, that the

thought of her was now associated with duty—not with glad-

ness. In ways innumerahle. in things that wore more trifles

in them.selves. the Countess" detestahio conduct rose up he-

fore her mother: and the ^Marquise, it may he. looked on
^loina's undutifuliiess as a punishment, and found e.xcuscs

lor her daughter in th(> will of Heaven, that so she still might
adei'i' the hand tiiat smote her.

All these things passed tlirough her memory that morning,
and each recollection wounded her afresh so sorelv. that with
a very little additimia! jiain her hrimming cup of bitternesa

must have overflowed. A cold look might kill her.
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The little details of domestic life an- clifTieuU to paint:
1 .;i Ml:,, (ir two ].crhayi> will t^ufTiee to pive an idea of the re<t.

The Marquise d'Aijjleniont. for iiisianee. had yrown ratlier

('if. Imt >he eould never induee Mofna to raiso her voice f.p
'-r. Once, witli the naiv(>te of sutrcrinLT. >li;' had he.inred
'! .;na to repeat soiii(> remark which she had failed to catch,
,'.i Mdina olieyed. hut with so I(,id a ^Taee, that Mnie.
i: Ai.udeniont had never permitted lier>eif to niiikc her niod-
e-t recpiest apiin. Ever since that day when MoTna was talk-

i!i_- or retailinir a nieco of news, her ninther was careful to

'-me near to li^ten: l)ut this infirmity of deafne.^s apncarel
!- [lilt tile Countess out of patience, and she would irriMuhle
il •lu^ditlessly ahout it. This instance is one from ainouLr very
!:.!ny that niii^t have pone to the mother's heart; and vet
!:ear!y all of them mitrht have escaped a close ohserver, they
CI' -isted in faint shades of numner invisii>l(> to any but a wo-
;; iMi's eyes. Take another evample, Mme. dWitrlemont hap-
;> lied to say one day that the Princesse de Cadiirnan had
•:ilicd upon her. '-Dirl she come to see j/nii:" Moina e\--

'':iinied. That was all; hut the Countess' voice and man-
: • r e\-pres,<eil surprise and well-bred contempt in semitcmes.
\fi\ heart, still young and sensitive, mi,<rht well have ap-
- .uded the philanthropy of .eava-e trilu's who kill off their
eid people when they grow too fi'eble to cling to a slronirlv
-haken bough, Mme. d'Aiglemont rose smiling, and went
away to weep alone.

Well-bred people, and women esp(vially, only betrav their
filings by imperceptible touches; but those who can look
ink over their own experience on such bruises a- this
!' "ih. r"s heart received, know also how the h-irt-strings vi-
i rair to these light touches. Overcome by her memories,
':ne. d'Aiglemont recolleded one of tho.<c microseopicallv

^!;:;ill things, so stinging and so painful was it that never till

;his moment had .*he felt all the heartless contempt that
lurked beneath smiles.

At the sound of shutters tlirown hack at her dau_diter's
^^ ndows, she dried her tears, and ha.-tencd up the pathway

'41
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•s. The key of

low with color.

hy the railinpp. As she went, it stniok her that the frnnlcnor
hiui hcon unusually raroful to rako tlio sand alon;,' the walk
whi(>h had Itpcn noplt-ctcd for Ponio littlf time. As sho stood
under her daughter's windows, the shutters were hastily
closed.

"Moina, is it yon?" she asked.

No answer.

The Manpiise went on into the house.
"Mnic. la Conitesse is in the little drawinp-room," said iIk^

maid, when the Marquise asked whether Mme. de Saint-
Hereen had finished dressing,'.

Mme. d"Alj,demont hurried to the little drawinp-room

;

hei heart was too full, her brain to.) busy to notice matters
so slight; hut there on a sofa sat the Countess in her loose

morninp-jiown. her hair in disnnler under the cap tos.sed care-
lessly on her head, her feet thrust into slij

her hedrooni hung at her irinlle. Her face
bore traces (tf almost stormy thoujxht.

"What makes people come in!" she cried, crossly. "Oh!
it is you, mother," she interrupted herself, with a preoccupie.l
look.

"Yes. child; it is your mother "

Soinethinfr in her tone turned those words into an outpour-
ing of the heart, the cry of some deep inward feeling, only to

he described by the word "holy." So thoroughly in truth
had she rehabilitated the sacred character of a mother, that
her daughter was impressed, and turned towards her. with
something of aw(\ uneasiness, and remorse in her manner.
The room was the furthest of a suite, and safe from indis-
creet intrusion, for no one could enter it without giving'

wiirninL'- of ap])roach through the previous apartments. Tin."

Manjuise 'losed the door.

"It is mv duty, my child, to warn you in one of the mns^
serious crises in the lives of us women; you have perhaps
reached it uncon.sciously, and I am come to speak to you as ,i

friend rather than as a mother. When you married.' you ac-

quired freedom of action ; you are only accountable to your
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Im^hand now; but I nsscrtcd uiy .uithoritv so littlo {j)orhap?
I uiK wrnng). thiit 1 tliink I have a riirlit t.) v\]u'c1 von f.
liMcn to nic, for once at loast. in a oritifal position wlion you
'•:i-t iMc(i couiiscl. Bear in niiiid. Moina. lliat you aiv niar-
r:..l to a man of hi.irh ahility, a man of wliorti vou niav well
li (iroud. a man who ""

•I kn<,w what you are pnxnp to say. motlicr!"' Moina iirokc
111 pfftisldy "I am to U- lectured ah..ui Alfnd

•'

-Moina," the Marquise said ^'ravcly. as slic ^tni.'Lrl.d with
'•!• ti'ars. "you would not rr,n,^s at onto if vou ,]'

\ not
f.vl

"

"What?" asked Moina. almost hauehtilv. ''Wliv roallv
,:, other " '

"

Mine. d"Ai<:leniont summoned up all her stn^nirth.
"Uoina," Phc said, "you must attend earefullv to tlii^ that I

-dit to toll you "

"I am attondin-r." returned the Countess, foldjn;: her arms.
;Mid affecting insolent submission. "I'ermit me. "mother, to
r-J)}: for Paulino." she added witli incredible solf-riossessioii

;

"I will send her away first."

She rang the bell.

"My dear child. Paulino cannot possil)lv hear "

''Mamma/' interrupted the Countess, with a gravity
"iiich mu.st have struck her mother as something unusual. "I
must "

She stopp<'d short, for the woman was in the room.
"Pauline, go yourself to Baudran'.s, and ask why mv hat

i' as not yet been sent."

Then the Countess reseated herself and serutinizi>d her
Mnther. The Marquise, with a swellini: hi-art and drv eves,
n painful a.iritation, which none but a mother can fullv un-

' rstand. began to open Moina's eyes to the risk tliat she was
lining. But cither the C.,unte!-s f.-l( hurt and indiirnant
her mother's suspicions of a son of the Manpiis de \'ande-
^se. or she was seized with a sudden fit of inexplicable lev-
V caused by tlie inexperience of youth. She took advan-

'ige of a pause.

13
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'Maiiiiiia, I thou^rht yoxi were only jealous of the faiha
—" she said, with a forced lau'di.

]\Iiiie. (rAiglciiiont shut her eyes and hent her head at tlu

word>. with a very faint, alninst inaudihle si;rh. She l()oko(;

up and out into spare, as if she felt the eoniinon oveniuister
in;: iiiipulM' to af)peal !> (ie 1 at the ^znat crises of our lives;

then she looked at her dauL'hter, and her eyes were full ni

awful majesty and the expression of profound sorrow.

"My child." sue said, and her voice was hardlv reoopniz-

able, "you have been less merciful to your mother than In

apainst whom she >inned; less merciful than perhaps (Jod

Himself will he!"

V.mv. d"Ai;rlemont rose: at the door she turned; but sHp

saw nothing hut surprise in her dau;.diter's face. She went
out. Scarcely liad she reached the garden Vv-hen her strenfrth

failed her. There was a vie, lent pain at her lieart, and she

sank down on a bench. .Vs her eyes wandered over the path,

she .siw fresh marks on the path, a man's footprints \\(}^{;

distinctly recognizable. It was too late. then, beyond a doubt.

Now she began to understand the reason for that order given

to Pauline, and with these torturing thoughts came a revela-

tion more hateful than any that had gone before it. Shi'

drew her own inferences—the son of the Afarquis de Van-
denes.«e had destroyed all feeling of respect for her in her

daughter's mind. The physical pain grew worse; bv degrees

she lo.st consciousness, and sat like one asleep upon the gar-

den-seat.

The Courtess de Saint-Hereen, left to her.self, thought
that her mother had given her a somev.-hat shrewd home-
thrust, but a kiss and a few attentions that evening would
make all right again.

A shrill cry came from the garden. She leaned carelessly

out, as Pauline, not yet departed on her errand, called oiU

for hel[), holding the Manpiise in her arms.
"Do not frighten my daughter!" those were the last words

the mnther uttered.

Moina saw them carry in a pale and lifeless form that
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;riii.'i:Io(l fiir hrcath, iin<] nnns nioviiiir rcstlos.^Iv as in pro-
i.-t or ofTort to speak; and ovcrcoiiH" hy the si;,'lit. MoTna fol-
luucil in silence, and helped to un.lress her nintlier and lay
'!. r (in her lied. '|"lie liiirdeii of hrr fault wa- -reater than
-Ml- eoiild bear. In that supreme h.our she learned to know
' r iiioihcr— tiK. Iati>. v],,, ,.muM i-uik,. n-, rcii Tiit i-m nnw.
>!>.' Would have thorn leave her alone with her mother; and
V. i;. II there was no one else in the room, when she felt that the
': :!u\ which liad always hecn so tender for her was now ^.^rown

' >l lo her touch she hfoke out into wetpini:. Tier tears
:ir"ii.-ed tile Manpiise; she cmild still look at lier ilarlinir

M-ina ; and at the sound of solil.in<:, that seemed as if it nuis^
; !i<l ihe delicate, disheveled breast, could smile back at her
'l.MiL'htrr That smile taULdit the u.iiiatural child that for-
jiveness is always to be found in tlie great deep of a mother's
i;eart.

Servants on horseback bad been dispatched at once for the
in -ician and sur;:t'on and for Mme. d'Aitrlemont's prand-
ihidren. Mme. d"Ai;rlemont the youni:er and her little sons
uirived with the medical men, a sulHciently impressive, silent,
^iiid an.xious little group, which the servants of the house
'"lie to join. The young ^rarquise. hearin'/ no sound,
* ipped gently at the door. That signal, doubtless, roused
M.iina from her grief, for she ilung <ipeii the doors and stood

:

'

tore them. No words could have spoken more plainlv than
:'mI disheveled figure looking out with hagirard eves upon
:;;r assembled family. Before that living picture of He-
i-'i-se the rest wen dumb. It M'as > asy to see that the Mar-
1! ;~e"s feet were stretched out stark am! stiff with the agony
-f death; and Moina, leaning against the door-frame, fook-

-: into their faces, spoke in u hollow voice:
"I have lost nay mother!"

: ARis, 182S-1844.
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THE DESERTED WOMAN
To Iler Oran- thr Ditrhrssr >r.\hrnnlh,

from her devoted servant.

r..,..Au^,tm..
Ilonuredelialzac.

In the oar]y sprin- of \R-i2, the Taris dnrtorr sont to Lowor
\..rriiaiHly a ynimj: iniin ,ju^t rfrnvcrin- from nn iiiflamina-
t-ry complaint, hrou|;ht on by ovorstudv, or perhaps })v oxr-oss
'

t M,MH. other kind. His cnnvalcs.rii.'e dc, nan, led (i)mj, !,.(..

n-t. a light diet, hracinp air, and freodom from exeitonientf .viTV kin.l, and the fat lan.ls of H,.ssin se..rHed to olfer
;'ll these conditions of recovery. To Havenv, a pietiiresnne
place about eix miles from the sea, the patient therefore be-
l-k himself, and was received with the .'ordialitv chara.'ter-
i^tie of relatives who lead very retired lives, and regard a new
:irrival as a godsend.

All little towns an^ alike, save for a few local enstoms
\\ lien M. le Baron Gaston de Xueil, the younjr Pa
ncstion, had spent two or three eveninl's;

...,^., „u>j ,-jniu iHir ur iiuee evenings iri li

' use, or with the friends who made up ^rme.
--vere's circle, he very soon had made the aequi;

irisian in

Uv cousin's

de Sainte-

aequaintanee of
c persons whom this exclusive society considered to !), ''the
!ole town." (iaston de Xueil recognized in them the in-
nahle stock characters which everv observer finds in everv
' of the many capitals of the little States which ma<ie up

I- ranee of an ohler dav.

First of all conies the family Those claims to nobilitv are
-ardcd as incontestable, and of the highest anti(|uitv lii the
irtment, though no one has so much as heard of th.'m a
fifty leagues away. This species of roval famih- on a

lall scale is distantly, but unmistakably, connected with the

•'iVi

in
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N'avarrcin- anil tlir Craii'Ili.n rmnlv, and rrlat.'.] to th
Cadi-n.m^. and tlic BlaiiinniCliMiiM'v-. ']'li,. hrad nf ih
illn-lriMii. hwiiM> |. iiivanaMy a (l.'tcrniincd .-[lurtsrnan. Ii

lia- riM n!i',nrr~. i!-iiJ|,.- .\,.nlir.,ly (!-.• with hi^ noimtii
sni»' riiirily. tolcrati's the v-iili-pn feet tnncli a< lie suhniit- t

iIk' l,i\.-. ;iii.! .Ivditir. iM ,h kn .wlcd-,. jiny nf ilw nn\,

P""''''" 'Ti'atid l,y ilii. nini'trcn;!) ccnturv. [Kiiiitini: nut '

V'Mi a- a |Hi|iii,al iimn-t rnvji v t!i,. fai-t that the prime niinistc
i^- •! iiiiiii (d" 11.1 Ihi-iIi, Hi- uif,. tiik.'s a decided tone. an.
talks in a !..i;<l x.ii.e. Sh.' Iia- lia.l ;;di.rer- in lier time, l.ii

takes the ^a<ranleIlt re,i.'ularlv at I-iaster. She hrin;:s up h.'

djiiiirhtefs liatlly. ami is of the oj.ini.in that they wdl alwav
he rieli eiMnuii witli iIumi- nam.'.

Xidllier hushami n^.r wife has the remotest idea of moderr
luxury. They retain a li\ery only seen elsewhere on tin

Fta<rc, ami ciini,' to njd fa-hems in [ilate. furniture, am
(H|iiipa;.:.'s, as in hinL'-uap' .-iii.! manner of lif.'. 'I'liis is a kin.

of ancient state, moreover, that suits passably well with pro-

vincial thrift. The pxnl f.ilk are, in faet. the lonis ,,f ih.

manor ..f a liyi:one ;!::e. nn'mii tlie (uiit rents and ln'riots. th.

pack of hounds and the hieed coats; full of honor amonij
themselves, and one and all loyally devoted to princes whom
they only see at a (li-tanec. The historical house inrof/nito k
as (juaint a survival as a piece of ancient tapestry. Veg^'tating
soiiiewlnTe am. I'- theiii there is -ere to !). an tincle or a

brother, a lieutenant-jreiieral, an old courtier of the Kin^r's,

who Wears ilie reil rihiion of tli" ord.'r oi' .S.iint-Lotiis. and
wont to Ilanovcr with the Marechal do Ricludiou: and hrro

y.ni will tind him like a stray leaf out of some old pamphlet
of the time of ii.)uis <,»uinze.

This fossil <:reatness finds a rival in another house,
wealthier. thoui:h (.f le^s ancient lincajrc. Husband and wife

si).'ii.| a couple of months of every winter in I'aris. hrinfrin^'
hack v.iili them its frivolou.s Line and .short-lived contein-
ji.u'ary (razes. ^Madame is a woman of fashion, thous^h she
looks rather consci.)us of her cloihes. and is always behind
tile iii.hI.'. She scoffs, however, at the i<niorance affected bv
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ii.-r ii<-ijrlil>.,rs. II n- pljii,. ^ of iM..,!(.rii fa-Iiion : Aw \m\a

•-rnoiii-." irr-rno. d \;il(l-i|i-( haiiilnv, ;iii<l wliat-iiot. Ilcr
Mr-i -nil (iri\f- a till.iiiv. ami (In. . ii.itlun;,' (ili.. otatc is

'.|||'''l niiMii hiiii). 'ii- y..ii?iLvr liroih.T i~ ainlilur to a

' ' iiiHi! (,r Siatf. Tlir fatliiT i- uvll p(i«t,..l up m nlTirial

' iii'l.il.-. am! till- Villi atircil:,!,'- df [„,iii- .\\'III. aii^l

Mailaiiic (111 ('a\la. Hr invc>ts his money in llv (Ivc per
:.i-, ami k- can 1'i:| i<, ii\,,ii| the topic of ciilcr. liiil has l.ccn
iio\vn occa-ioriiilly to fall a viciim to the cra/c for rcclifv-

•lu' the conjectural siiins-total of the varif.us fortunes <")f

' 'i'l'.-irliiMii!, !!, i^ a inmil'cr of the I >cpartieeiita! Coiin-
M. lias his clothes from I'aris. ami wears the Cro-s of the
i'-""i ^'1" lienor. In A\'.v\, ho i, a country gentleman who

' I- fully <:ra-pc,| the >i-nili( ancc of the IJc-toration, an-l is

' iMiiiLT money at the Chamher, hut his Hoyalisni is loss pure
'Mil that of the rival house; lie takes the dnzrlfr aii'l tiie

/' '"//.-, the oihiT fani;!y only rca^l t!i" (hmliiUnnir.
ili< lonlship the P.isho;). a sometime Viear-Oeneral,
•ii!aie< I.etuecn the t Wo powers, who pay him the re-prrt

• le to reli^'ion. hut at time.- they hrin;,^ 'home to him the
'-ral appended le,- the worthy Kafontaine to the fahle of
:'!. .I.VN' Inilrn irif/i l,'cli,:<. The jrood man's ori;rin is dis-

!i< I ly jiiehcian.

Then come stars of the second mairnitude. men of j'amily
.' ih ten or twelve hundred livres a year. caiJtains in the navy

cavalry rcLMnients. or noihin.Lr at all. Out on the roads,
M hor>ehack, they rank half-way hetween the cure hearin<^

'i' :-a(Tamcni> ami the tax coljet'tor on iiis rounds. I'rettv

'arly all of them have hcen in the I'a^es or in the Ilouse-
•id Troops, ami now are jieaceuhly ending' their davs in a
iisiiiicc-ialuir, more interote.l in tVllin;,' timber and the
ier prospects than in the .Monarchv.

>till they talk of the Charter and the Liberal- while the
r'[> are makiii;:. er over a .irame at !)aeki:ammon. when they
;\e exhausted the usual >toek topic of ilofs. and have married
'lybody oir aceordm^LT to ilie .L:eneulou'ie< which thev all

:iow by heart. Their womenkind are haughty danics, who
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a>Muiif fill' airs ..f Cnutt I.'.Ii.s in tlinr h.iskrf cliiiiM'^^. Th-
liu.l.llc tli.'iii-;cl\.- ii|. Ml >ii;iuN an. I liiiH l.v wjiv ..f full dr, >.

^m.l luirr a war, al'hi- ii|,.. .|rli!,rrat h.ii. liavr' a nrw Imim,
from Pan-, hruii-li( as nppcrtiinii v uir.i«. K\rni|.larv wive
arc l.'h'v I'l.r tin- rim^t part, aii-i ^'arniloiis.

'J'hcM. aiv thf ).rin<i|.a| cicnirnis (.f aiiMncratic iicntiliiv
v-ith a r. u niitluiii: nM maid-, nf -,„„! faniilv. >|.nHtcr- \sli,

hav.. .M>lvc(| the |.rnl,!,.ni: -i\rn a liiiman linmr. to ninan
a!),M.ltiI(lv Mai I. .nary. 'I'hry n.iulit \,v >rn\v<\ up in tli.' liou-r
where y<u >«•< iliriii; tlieir fa.-.'s ami ijinr ,ln—.- are literal!'

pari ,,( the llMuP- ..f III,, tnun, and il:,. pruvincc in win, I

''"' 'l'^'''!. 'I'licy arc ils traditinn. it.- ni,'niorv. its iniifitis
i-cn,,'. ill.' ijiiiiiii /,,< i ill, ariiat.'. 'i'li.'r.' i- -unii'thinj,' frii:i(

an.l ni.,nunwntal alM.ut tli.'-.- la.li.s; tlicy know cNa.tk wh.-r
t.» iati-Ii an.! wli.-n t.. sliak,' their licails", an.l cwry niiw an,
then j;iv.- ..lit Mini.. utt,ran,-c wlii.h i)asscs current as a witti-
cism.

A lew ri.li t,iuii,-.pe.i[de have crept into tho miniature Fan-
hourj,' Saint-(;criiiiiin. thanks to th.^ir nioii.'v ..r th.'ir ari.-t„

cratic l.'aniii^'s. jJut d,.pit,. t|.,.ir f.,rty y.^ars, tlic circle still

say of them, "Youn-' S..-and-.M) has s.iun.l .ipinions," and <.f

such d.) ih.'v make .l.-piitics. As a rule. lli.- e|.i,.rlv spinst.T,^

are th.'ir patr,iii.--cs. n.)t wiih.iut c.inimeiit.

Finally, in this .Ailu-iN, i.le sc; ,;,,'|.i,l,. two or three
eccle-iaMi.-,-. a.lniiite,! f,,r ih,. ^ak.^ ,,f th.Mr cloth. .>r for tli.'ir

wit
;

f..r ihcs.' ;:rcat n,,l)li's lin.l tli.'ir own s.i.aetv rather dull,
an.l introduce lli.' hoiiri.re,>is .l.'iuent int.) their .Irawinn-
room-. as a hak.r puts leaven into his douj:!).

Th.' Mim-toial ..mlam.'.l hy all h.'ads put to^'.'ther consist-
of a .crtam i|uanlity <d' anihpiatc,! n..tions; a few new r,-

flecti.ms l.rcw.'.l in .•ompany of a:i evi'iiiii;: h.'inj.' a.l.le.l fr.ini

II""' '" 'il'"' I" 'lie .omm,.n st.>ck. Like sea-water in a little
cri'ck, the plirase> which rcprcM'iit tlie.-e iil,.as sufire up daii\,
pun.'tiially ..heyim.' the tidal laws ..f cuiversalioii in tlu'ir

flow and ehh; you li.'ar th,' hollow ech.) of y.'ster.lay. to-dav.
to-Ill, irn.w. a y.ar li.-n,,.. ami tor .v.-rnn-n''. On all thing's
here below they pass iminutahlc judgments, which g.) t.) makv
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up ;i ho(h- <;{ trinlitimi .ntn wlni !i rn. pnw.T nf ninrtii! iii.iii

in iiifiix' mil' ilrnp of wit or m n-c 'I'hi' livt's of t'lcM' por-
- h- ri'volvf w li ilii- n';.Milarity of <lo(kwurk in iin orliit of
;•.' .ind uoiii \vhi( li ii'lmifs of no moic ili'vialion or chanp'
:li,in tlinr ojimion^ u niattcf* ri'li;.'iou~, political, moral, or
:''-rar\

.

If A stratiircr is adinilliij to the i-i)h,,l,\ cvtrv ini'iiiiitT of
' M liiin will say (not without a t-ad- .>f iron\ ). "Von will

''' ' tinil tile lirilliancy of yonr I'ari-iari socirtv luTf." and
fi-ici'd forthwith to criticiM- tlif life led l,y his nci;,'!iltor8,

i t 111' hiiiisi If Wire an cNci'idion «lio lud striscn. and \ainlv
-iiivcn. to i'nli;ililcn lIu- rrst. Uiit any >tran;:. r so ill advisod
:• to concur in any of tbcir freely c\pri>-.'d criticism of each
Mht, i> proiioiinicd .ii once to he an ill-natured pcrsi>n, a

^'.itlicn, an outlaw, a reprohatc l'ari>ian "as Parisians inostlv

llefore (la>ton de Xueil made hi> appearance in this little

U'.rlii of strictly ohservcd ctiijucttc, where cverv di'tail of life

;- :i!i intcL'rant part of a whole, and cverytliiii;,' is known;
•Aii'i-e the values of personalty and real e-tale are (pioteil like
-! " k> on the vast sheet of tlie neu>pap( r—hefore Ins arrival
!•• Iiad been weighed in the unerring scales of Maveusaine
.-.iduMiient.

Ills cousin, ^Im(^ de Sainte-Severe, had already given out
:!i'' amount of l-.is f:):-liiiie, a..d the sum of his e\pectations,

:
:'l produced the family inc. and expuiateil on the talents,

'ding, and modesty of thi> particular liraiu h. So he ri'-

•i\ed the precise amount of attention to winch he was en-
;ied: he was accepted as a worthy scion of a trood stock;

:-
!, for he was hut tweiity-thrce. wa^ made welcome witiiout

• reinony, though certain yming ladies and mothers of
::ughters looked not unkindly upon him.

lie had an income of eighteen thousand livres from land
'. the valley of the Auge; and mioiut or later his father, as
!i duty bound, wouhl leave him the ciiateau of Manerville,
'ith the lands thereunto belonging. As for bis cducati(tn,

'litical career, personal (lualities, and (lualitications—uo one



CcJ THE DHSKU'iKI) '.VO.MAN

]i

po miicli a? iliou.i:ht of raisiiifj tho quostion.-. His laml \v;s

r.n.icnwjlilc, his iviitals stcadv ; excellent plantations had hrn
made: tiio t( nants paid for repairs, rates, and taxes; th^
apple-trees Were t hi rtv-eiirht years old; and. to crowTi all, hi;

father was in treaty for two hundred aeres of woodland j'.i--

outside the paternal park, which he intended to enclose witi:

walls. Xo h'-j;es '.f a political career, no fame on earth, ca'

coinjiare with su(h advantages as these.

Whether out of malice or desi-n, Mvw. de Sainte-Scver'
oniitlid to nienlion that C^ien had an eldei hrother; n v-

did Caston himscdf say a word about him. I'ut, at the same
time, it i.s true that tlie hrother was i'oii,.u„ipiive. and to all

appearance would shortly be laid in earth, lamented and for-

gotten.

At f^rst Gaston de Nueil amused himself at the expense of

the circle. Tie drew, as it were, for hi- mental all)nni. a

scries of p .rtraits of these folk, with their an-/u!:<r. wrinkled
faces, and hooked noses, their crotchets aiid ludicrous eccen-

tricities of dress, portraits which possessed all the racv tlavor

of truth. He delighted in their "Xormanisms." in the

primitive quaintness of their ideas and chjiracters. For a

short time he thing himself ii.to their squirrel's life of busv
gyrations in a cage. TIhui he lu^gan to feel the want of

variety, and grew tired of it. It was like the life of the

cloister, cut short before it had well bcrun. lie drifted en
till he reached a crisis, which is neither spleen nor disgust.

but combines all the symptoms .d" both. When a human be-

ing is transplanted into an uncongenial soil, to lead a starved.

stunted existence, there is alwav^ a little discomfort over the

transition. Then, gradually, if nothing reuiovos him from
his surroundings, he grows accustomed to them, and adapts
himself to the vacuity which |;rows upon him and renders
him powerless. Kven now, (Jaston's lungs were accustoine I

to the air; and he was willing to discern a kind of vegetable

happiness in days that brought no mental exertion and no
Tcsponsibilities. The constant stirrinir of the sap of life, tho

fertilizing influences of mind on iniud, after which he had

€
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- :.L'lit so ea<,aTly in Paris, uerc lu'i^Miining to fade from liis

:. ' Mi' rv, and he was in a fair >vay of hfcoming a fossil with
thf^e fossils, and ending iiis days among tlicm, cnntent, lil<e

i:;i- com])a .'ons of I'lysses. in lii> gross rnvclopf.
(Ur ru-,ui\i: (i.iston de Xiieil was Moated between a dowager

:
'

'• of li:,, ^i(arsgene^al of tlie dincese, in a grav-panelod
;ra\vi T-r..om. ilo(cr(l witli large white tiles. Th'e fumilv
;.r;ra - whieli ad^.rned the walls looked down upon fonV
-.r'i-tal)les. and >f>mv sixteen per-ons gathered about them,
rhattering over their whist. Gaston, thinking of nothintr.
•:.,_c.-ting (,:ne (,f ;1i,:h. cxqin: j;,. (iinncrs to wliieh the pro-
vincial looks forward all through the day, found himself
:u^llfying the customs of the country.

II. beiran to understand why tlie^e good f .Ik continued to
]n:iy with yesterday's pack of cards and shuffle them on a
threadbare tablecloth, and ln.w it was that thev had ceased
i- .Iress for themsohes or .-thcr.^'. He saw theglirnnierings
-f something like a philosophy in the even tenor of their per-
|..tii.d round, in th- <;;!•;; .:f their methodical monotonv. in
their Ignorance of the refinements of luxury. Indeed, he al-
::.• -t came to tliink that luxurv prnfited nothing; and even
now, the city of I'aris, with it? passions, storms, and pleas-
ures, was scarcely more than a memory of childhood.

lie admired in all sincerity the red hands, and .shv, bashful
manner of some young lady who at first struck him as an
aukward simpleton, unattractive to the last deirree. and sur-
Tia-,-ing]y ridiculous. ]Iis doom was .sealed. Fie had eono
fmm the provinces to Paris: ho had led the feverish life of
Paris; and now he would have sunk back into the lifeless life
nf tho provinces, but for a chance remark which rer.chcd his
'
ar—a few words that called up a swift rush of such emotion

i-- iie miglit h;ive felt wh,>n a strain of really great music
!;;iiL'les with the accotnpaniment of some tedious opera.
"You went to call on ilmo. de Beauscant yesterday, did

."•I not:-"' The speakrr was an elderly lady^ and she ad-
'ii"' sscd the head of the local royal familv.

"I went this morning. Sh. was so poorly and depressed,
'-' It 1 could not persuade her to dine with us to-morrow."
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"With Mine. <!(, riiampi^rncllfs?" oxclainuHl the dowatri-i

with sdiiictliiiii,' like a-tniii-hiiifiit in lu/r iiiannor.

'•Wilh my wife." v:\]:u\y a-.'iiti'd t!ic iiohh'. '•Mine. .1

Boausrant is (I-sitikIciI fr,,m ih-^ IIoii^c <>{ Biiri,nini1v, on th

spindle .-idc, 'tis iv\u\ luit \hj- nariH' aloncs for evcrvthini:
My \vif(> is Very niiirji all.irhcd ,,> the X'iconitpssc, and tli

pnor ladv has lived ah'nr !'.,r Mieli a lonir while, ihat—
"

The Manpiis de Chanipiirnelles looked ronnd ahout liin

while he sjjnke with an air id' cnnl uneoiieern. so that it wa
almost inipossihle to lmi.,~s wln'ther lie made a eonccsgion I
^Ime. de iJean-eant's mi-firtiuies. or paid honiairo to he
nohle hirth; whether he Adt tiaitered to reeeivo her in lii

house, or, on the eonirary, sheer jiride was the motive tha
led him to try to foree the country families to meet the Vi
conitesse.

The W(^men appeared f., taki' eoiui^^el of each other hv ;

frlanee: there was a sudden -^ilenee in the room, and it wa:

felt that their attitude was one of disapproval.
"Does this Mme. de P.eauseant happen to lie the ladv whns(

adventure with ^f (rAjud i Pinto rnado so much noiso?"
asked (Jaston of his neighbor.

"Th.- very i^ame,"' he was tidd. '-.She came to Coureellpi
after the ma"ria-.'e of the Manpiis d'.Xjmla; nohodv visits li^-r

She has. he<ides. too niuch srnse not to se(> that she is in ,;

false position, so she lias made no attempt to see any one
M. de Champiirnelles and a frw gentlemen went to call upon
her, hut she woidd s.^e no one hut ^T. de Chnnipignelles, per-

haps heeanse lie is a eonneetion of the familv. Thev are re-

hited throngh the Reauseants; the father of the present Vi-

oomte married a Mile, de Champignelles of the older branch.
But though the Vieomtesse de B(>anseant is supposed to be

a de.seendant of the House of Huri:undy. von ran understand
that we could not admit a wife separatei] from her hu.sbanl
into our society h(>re. We are foolish enough still to oline
to these old-fashioned ideas. There was the less excuse for

the Vieomtesse, because M. de Beauseant is a well-bred man
of the world, who would have been quite ready to listen to
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-nn. But his wifo is quite mad " and so forth and so
th.

M. dc Xucil, still listening to tlie speaker's voice, gathered
'. Hiing of tlie sense of the words; Jiis hrain was too full of
:!i..k-eonnng fancies. Fancies? What other name can vou
i:r.r to the alluring charms of an adventure that tenr ^;'the
;n;!jination and sets vague hopes springing up in th. soul;
! .

th." sense of coming events and mysterious felicit\ and fear
:• !Mnd. while as yt-t liiere is no siihstance of faction which
!!:•-. phantoms of caprice can fix ami feed? Over these fan-
r: - thought hovers, coiiefiviug impos>iole projects. <:ivin'' in
t;;.' germ all the joys of love. Pcrhap-, indeed, al? passion
- . .ntained in that tliought-gcrm. as the beautv. and fra-

,i';.=n((., and rich color of the flower is all p;icked in the seed.
M de Xueil did not know that Mnu\ de Beauscant had

!:r. n refuge in Xormandy, after a notoriety which women
f

:
the most part envy and condemn, especially when \outh

;i;i! beauty in some sort excuse the tran.'sgression. Anv sort
'f ti'iebrity bestows an inconceivable prestiize. Apparcntlv
f r- women, as for families, the glory of the crime efTaces
th.' stain; and if such and such a noble hou^e is proud of its
t;!.' of heads that have fallen on the scaffold, a voumr and
i^rrtty woman becomes more interesting for the dubious re-
r; Ml of a happy Jove or a .scandalous desertion, and the more
>'.:• IS to be pitied, the more she excites our sympathies. Wo
«n' only pitiless to the commonplace. If, moreover, we attract
ali eyes, we are to all intents and purposes great; how. in-
! i. are we to be .«een unless we raise ourselves above other
! f)].. s heads? The common herd of humanitv feels an in-

uiitary respect for any person who can rise above it. and
; not over-particuh.r as to tho means by which they rise.

!t itiay have been that .'^omc such motivos influeneed Gaston
' \ueil at unawares, or perhaps it was curio<itv, or a cravin"
f r some interest in his lifp; or. in a word, that crowd of in^-

' '-'hcable impulses which, for want of a better name, w,. are
«.>nt to call "fatality." tluit dn-w liim to Mm... d.- Beauseant.

The figure of the ^'icomtesse de Beauseant rose up sud-
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(lonly bfforo Iiiiii with ,-:ra( lou- n-in,:,' associations. Shi
wiis^a n,'„ w„rl,| f,„. j,,,,,, ,, ^v„, ,,f f, ;,,< and hojies, a wn;-!:

to iight for ,111(1 to confjucr. liicviialilv he felt tlic contr,-,-
botwccn tliis vivinn and the Iniinaii 1,, in^j- in the >ha!)l)y mnu,
and then, in trrtli. >hv \va- a wn:,;,!,: wl,;,, \v,,nian^liad 1.

swn so far m thi> dull. Iitilr >\.,rl,l. ..vhnv .-.drnlalinn ,-

plaml thought and fcdinir. whciv conrtrsv was a mt-an '

dried formality, and idras of the vcn >nupU'.x were \nn alarni
injr to bo ri'cvivcd or to pass (iinvnt:' The sonnd of .Mnic
do Bcauscant's iianu- ivvivcd a y,,nn<: nianV dreams an<;
wakened nrtrent den'n^s that bad lain dnr-;iant for a littb'.

r.aston do Xueil was ab^enr-mini!ed and preoeeupied for the
re.-t id' that evcnin-. II. wa- poinh'tiiv.: ':<.n\v lie ini,<.dit naiii ac
cess to Mine, de Heauseant. and trnly it was no verv easy mat-
ter. She was believed to br extrcmciv cIcmt. 15nl if men ai; !

women of parts may be capiivateij by somethiiiL' subtle or rr-

fontric, tliey are also exaetin-, and can read all that lic^

below the surface: and after the lir,t ^tcp Jms been taken.
the chances of failure and success in the dilbcult ta.-k of
pleasin.i: them are about even. In this particular case, more-
over, the \-iconitesse. lu-ides the pride of her position, had
all the di<rnity of her name. Her utter seclusion was the lea<t
of the barriers raised between her and the world. For which
reasons it was well-nidi in'po>sibl(> that a stran.L'er. however
well born, could hope fnr admittance; and vet, the ne.xt morn-
ing found M. de Xueil takin- his Malks abroad in the direc-
tbn of (.'oureelles, a dujie of illusions natural at his aire.

Several times he made the circuit of the .iranlen walls, lonk-
ing earnestly throu-h every -ap at the .-losed shutters or open
window?, .hoping fnr some romantii- chance, on which he
founded schemes for introducing himself into this unknov,-n
lady's presence, without a thought of their impractica-
bility. .Morning after morning was spent in this wav \,,

mighty little i)urpo.<e: but with (-ach day"s walk, that vision
of a woman living apart fnun the world, (.f love's martvr
buried in solitude iniiied larg(>r in his thoughts, an il wa>
enshrined in his soul. So (jaston de Nueil walked under the
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u:ilLs of CourcoUes, jind some i,r;,r,i,.ii,T"s heavy footslrp w ,!.!,]

Nt his lioiirt hcatiiiLf lii-h wiili hup,..

11.' thou^dit of writ ill- t.. y\uH'. (i(. Hcausrant. l)uf nn nia-
tiuv coiiMderitiun. what can y,n siy tn a uoniaii whom vmu
li.ivc nrvrr seen, a cuini.irtc MraiiLvr: And Ca.-tmi had li'ttjr

N If-confidcnc'c. Like most yoiin;: ]iiTM)n< witli a idfii; ifal
.TMf, (,f illusions still standin-. h- d.vadcd tlic niortifvin-
• "iitfnipt of sih'n<'c ninrc than di'„t!i it.-!f. and -huddcrcd
M !i'<- thon-Ii! ..j'H'iidinL'- I;-; |]r4 t"nd,.i- cni-t!.. forth to faro
SM many oliaiiccs of hcinj^ thrown on the flro. He was dis-
''uivA \,\ inniinicral.lc (•(nllict in- idra-. I'.ut !,v dint of in-
'•'•ntiii-: chiincras. wcavini: roinan<c>:. and cud-olinT hi>^
f'.'ains, ho hit at Ia>t upon ono of the hopeful sTratasroms
tliMt lire sure to occur to your mind if vou ])cr<cv(.rc |,,n<'
Mion-h. a strata-cm wljich must mako cl.'ar to tli- mxt in-

.
;\I>cricnc('d woman that licro was a man who took a fervent
-iS-rc.-i 111 her. The caprice of social convi'iitions ])uts as
many barriers between lovers as anv Oriental imagination
cm devise in the most deli-ht fully fanta>tic tale: indeed, the
!:ii>-t extrava-ant pictures are seldom exa-.-erations. In real
hiV. as in the fairy tales, the woman beloturs to him who can
!v.ich her and set her free from the Do.-ition in which she
!.in,^ruishcs. Tlie poorest of calen.lers that ev.T fell in lovo
••ith the dau^diter of the Khalif is in truth searcelv further
iVnin his lady than CixAnn de Xueil from .Mme. de Reauseant.
The Vicomtesso knew absolutely nothiuir of M. de Xueil's
>anderin-s round her house; (ia.-ton de XueiFs h.ve ^rvw to
!!ic hei^dit of the obstacles to overleap; and the dista'nco set
between him and his cxt

-:ial ( 'ffcct

emporized ladydove jirndueod the
o! ilistaiice. m lendin- enchantment.

One dav. confident in 1 lis inspiration, he hoped (nerythin^j
nil the love that must pour fortli from !

"I onls. in h
us eves. Spok

IS opinion, were more elocpient than the most p
onate letter; and, besides, 1

no ity to plead for him. II

le would en-ai:e fe

:en

as-

niinine eii-

• tiaiiipi^rnclles, proposin- to employ that ^^ent
i" tier success of his enterprise, lie informed the Mar

e went, therefore, to M. de

man for the

quis



f-lcf

\f

208 TIIK I)!:Si:UTEI) WOMAN

|-*

tliJit ho had been cntrii.-n'd with n .Idiiat.' am] iiiiportaii

eoiiiniissioii which (onccriKH] the \'iiM)mtc>>c iU- Hcinisrani

that lie l'( it (liiiihtfiil wlicihcr >\\r wmiM nsid a letter writie
in an uiilviinwn haiidurii mi:, (.r jmt conlideiice in a >tra,n;.'.'i

Would M. i\c (.'hani|ii^nelle>. on his next visit, ash the \'i

coiiile:->e if slie woidd t-oiisent to receive hini—(ia.ston d
.Niieiiy While he asked the Marinii.- to keep his secret ii

case of a rei'u.-al. lie very iii,i;enioii>!y insinuated sutlicim
reasons for Ins own admittance, to he (hdv ])assed on to th

Vi(()iiite>>e. \Va.- not .M. i|.- ('hain|H-iielles a man of hoi,,,r

a h>yal ;:e;itlcnian iiicapahle of leiidiii;: himself to any tratw
action in had ta>te. nay. the merest suspicion of hail taste

Love lends a youn.LC nian all the self-pos>ession and a<tnh
craft of an old andia^.sidor; all the .Mar<|uis' hanidess \aiii

ties were .Ln-alilied. and t!ic liaM-hly -Tandee was completel'
duped. He tried hard to fathom (;a>ton"s secret; l)nt tin

latter, who would have lie.ii --really perplexed to tell it

tiirned otf M. de (diampiirnelles" adroit (pieslioniuir with ;

Xonnairs shivwdm-s. till the Man|uis. as a ;:allant Freiu-h
man. com|ilinK>iite(l his youni;- vi-itor upon his discretion.

M. de Champion,. lies liur-ied (jil at once to (
'ourcellt',-. witi

that ea.irerness to serve a pretty woman which helonixs to hi.

time of life. In the Vicoiiitc-se dc IJeau-eant's po.Mtion. .sucl

a message was likely lo arouse keen euriositv. so. althouirl
her memory supplied no reaM-n at all that could hrin<r M
do XuiMl to her house, she >aw no ohjection to liis visit—
afte- some prudent iiKpiiries as to his family and condition
At the same time. j.lie he,i:an hy a refiisd. Then she dis-

cu.s.sed the propriety of the matter with M. de C'hampiirnelle:.

direct in;,' her questions so as to discover, if possible, whether
he knew the motives fur the visit, and linally revoked her

neirative answer. 'J'he discussion and the discretion shown
j)erforce by the .Maripii> had pi(pied her t-uriositv.

M. de <.'hampij.Mielles had no mind to cut a ridiculous fi<rure.

He said, with the air (d' a man who can kei^p another's coun-
sel, that the \ icomie.~>e iiiiisi know the purpose of this visit

perfectly well; while the X'ieouitessc, in all sincerity, had no
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: ti.in what it could be. Mine, dc JJcauseaiit. in pcrplrxitv.
' i!irt(il (iiistiiii witli |irn]i!c uiidiii he had never met, went

-!ray after various wild ((.njeeturcs. and a.-ked herself if

.-lie had f-eeii thi> M. de Xueil hefope. hi truth, nn love-Iettor.

i. .iM'Ver .~iiieerc or skilfully indited, could have pruduceil so

i:iucli ellVct as this riddle. A;:ain and a,u-ain Mnie. de Reau-
Mit pu/zle(l iiver it.

When (ia>tiin heard thai he nii,i:ht eail u[)Mn the \'i-

..;iite>st', his rajiinre at mi .-u.m uhtainin;: the anlentlv
"tiu'ed-for i: I furl line was niinL;Ied with ^iiiunilar einhar-

•i--nient. IIuw was he to contrive a suitalde se<iuel to this

'.Mta^'eni r

"Bah ! 1 shall .<ec her." he said over and over apiin to him-
-elf a> he drc-si'd. ".See her, and that i- exervthiiiL: I"

Me fell to hojiini: that once acm.v- the threshold (d' Cour-
'!!(> he should find an e\jie(lient for unfa.-tenin;: this (Jor-

' an knot of his own tyluis. There are helievers in the f)in-

! ipotence of ne(•es^it\ who never turn hack : the close presence
! dan^a-r is an inspiration that eall> out all their powers for
\:'tory. (laston de Xueil v,a> one of ilie.-t\

He took particular jiain.- uiili his dress, inumininjr, as
"- nth is apt to inia;rine. that suece-s or failure lian.irs on the
e ii-ition of a curl, and iLMiorant of t!ie fact that anvthinir is

Mirniing in youth. .\nd, in any ca>e. such women as
Mine, de Beauseant are only attracted hv the charnis of wit
'!' character of an unu.-ual order, (ireainess of character
litters their vanity, jironiises a .-rreat ])a<sion. seeni.s to iinf)ly

.' loinprehension cd" t!ii> !' iuircrneiits of their hearts. Wit
'tiuises theni. responds to the suhtlety of their natures, and
^hey think that they are un<lerstood. And what do all women

:-li hut to he amused, ^lnder^lood. or adored y It is only
iier much retlection on the thintrs of life that we under-
^ind the consummate coipictry of nejrlect of dn-s and re-

ive at a tirst interview: aie' liy the time we have trained

-litlicient astuteness for succes-^ful stratcfry, we are too old to

I'otit by our experience.

While Gaston's lack of confidence in hi.s mental e((uipment

14 If
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• Irnvi' him to iHirn-w rlinri!!- f\n<.u his cldtln'S. M^nlanic .I-

Ili'Mii-t'iuit h(r>fir WW iii-iiii(ti\i'l;.- .t.'i', i n,Lr iiumv iiUcntiuii [,,

her tnih'ttr.

"I wniilil niihcr r)ni fri-htfii pc ,p|,.. ,it ,ill rv, nts," sIk" sii.l

to hcr-rif ;i> -hi' :ir:-i:n;_:cil hrp hjiir.

]i} Al. .!. \ii,.|l's <h,;iMciiT. per-. .11. ;!ii.! liiMimiT there wa-
''I'l' ''"'i "I' iitic<,nM;uii> ori-iiiiihiy whirh '..mvcs ;i kiinl n!

"••'^"f '" ihi'i-- th.-it .-ntv oni' iiii-ht ~;;v or ,1m. .•hh! ah-o!ve-i
even ill •11- that iIm'V may choo-c l,. ilo mi- -av. I|i. was liiirhlv

(iiHivalnl. h«. h;iil a keen hraiii. ami a face, uioliijc as his own
"""i'"''- \vli!<h won \]u' 1. Iwili of ,,i|i, !-. 'I'll,. pi-omiH' of
]);iSsioll iilld tin.lrlll... ill ill,. i,|-:::'|! ,>,.- W;;.- f|ll!i!|,-.| 1,\ all

essrniiaily kimlly hrart. 'I'h,. iv-olntion which he maile a.s

he r?itciv,! the hoi;-c al (nunrjj,.,, v.a- in knpiii'.' with his
frank natnrc anil anient ima-mati-n. \',\\\. \,n],\ a> \\r was
with h.\(.. hi- heart heat \i"!rnlly wlu^n he h;i(l eros-cd the
great eonrt. laid .ail like an Kn-li.-h -ar.hn. and the man-
servant, who had t.aki'ii his name to tlie \'ieonitesse. returned
to say that -he would nceive hini.

"^i. le |",;ir..n de Xiieil."

Caston came in -loulv. hut with sullieient (^iise of niiiinier:

and it is a ni.ire diHii ult thin-, he ir -ai.|. to enter a room
where there is hut one woman, than a room tliat holds a

score.

A j.'-reaf fire was hnrninir on the hearth in s]iite of the miM
weather, and hy the soft liirht of the eandles in the seonoes
he saw a youn- we.man -ittini: on a hiuh-haeked hrrgrrr in

the anuie hy the hearth, 'i'he n^at v. a< so |..w that -^hi' eouhi
move her head freelv: every turn of it wa< full of jrrae,^ and
(ielieate ehann, whether >he heiit. leam'n",-- forward, or raided
and held it erect, slowly and lan-uidh-. a- th')U-l! it were a,

heavy hurdeii. so low that she could cn^s her feet and h-
them appear, or <lraw tlieni hack under the fold.s of a lontr
hhick dres.s.

The \'ieomtesse made as if she would lav the hook tha*-

slie was rendin- on a -mall, round Ftand: hut as sh" did .-o,

phe turned towards M. de XueiK and the vohinie. in.sccure!v
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:.iiil upon the cilir,., (Vll In thr -r<Miiii! !i(>tucrn the ^t;^n(l and
•Im' >'ifa. This (lul iKit Mriii t'. ii|-r .|i,.,.rl Ikt. She |,,ok...l

:;:i. liiiwiiii: alnio-t iiii|iir<i|itilil;, in iv-pnii-c in lii, LTri'i iiii:.

uitlioiit ri.-iii;: fniin llic .hptli, ,,|' il,,. !,,\v , Ii^ij,- in uhi.-li >h,'

i.i.v, Mcndiiii,' forwards, she slirrod ilio fire l.ri<klv. and
'""I"'' '" I'i<'l< ii[i a lallcn -!o\(.. (iniwrno- ^ iMc<'lianioallv

•>ur luT Icfl hand, wiiih' her r\r~ uandcrcd in search of its
' il"". 'I'hc Ldanco ua- iii-lanll\ ch^, kcd. howcwr. for she
•rrtchcd out a thin, white. all-hut-traii>))aivnt I'iLdit hand.
uith ihiwlrss oval- of rosc-folorcd nail at thr tips of tlic

-liiidcr. rin-h'.-s lln^'crs. and pointed i,, a ,.h;iir as if tf) hid
iKi-lon he seated. lie sat d.'uri. and -he turned hor face
eiieMionini,d_v Inwards hiin. Words cannot deseriho the
-idilleiy of t!ie viiitiiiii: (liarni and iiuitiirv in tliat p'stnro:
'ii Id.erate in its kindliness. <:rarions yet aeeurafe in expros-
-I'^n. it wa- (he oiitco!!',. ,,f ,.;iply (.,!n, It;,,!! nixl of a er.n-tant
u~e and wont of the ,i:raciou-ne-s of lif,.. These niovenients
"t her-, so swift, s,) ,l,.ft. snceeeded each other so snioothlv,
that Caston (]/• Xneil was fa-einat.'d hv thi' Mendin.ir of a
pretly \\oii,,,!i"s fastidious careh'ssness with the hi;.di-l)red

iiianner of a ^M-eat hidy.

.Mnie. de Ileauseant stood out in riiu-h stroii;,' contrast
iiL'ainst the aiitoiuatons anionic whom lie had spent twr) months
'( exih' in that oiit-of-tlie-world district of N'orniandv. tliat
he could not hut find in her the realizatin'i .,f his romantic
'!reams: and. on the other liand. ho could not compare hor
perfTtioiis with those of other women whom lie had for-
•Mii. admired. Here in her jire-eneo, in a drawiti^r-room
iike some salon in the Fauhoupj: Saiiit-tiermain. full of costlv
'•ilh-s lyiiii: al)out upon tlie lahle-. and tlowcrs and liooks. ho
(•It as if he were hack in Paris. It was a real Parisian carpet
ii'-ncith his foot, ho saw once more tlie liiLrh-l'n'd type of
I'arisienne. the fragile outlines of her form, her ovquisite
iiarm. her disdain ef ilie studied elfect.- which did so much

!o spoil provincial women.
Mine, (le B«'auseant had fair hair and dark eves, and the

jiaie complexion that belongs to fair hair. She held uj) her

m
im

m
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l>nnv nol.lv liko m,,,,,. f„ll,.n :in;:..I. ^rrown j.rnud tliron-'I. H,
;'" 'I'-l'-'i'^'iil "I" ['"•!.-.. 11. r ^v,•,^ nf ,-,,tl„.rinLr hop th,,.
Iiair niln ;, ,rnu„ ,,f ,,h,i,, ,,|,ov,. tl,,- l.r..;,,!. curvin- lin.- „
"'•" ''""!':'ll\ U)".!. Un- fnlvlh.Ml. ;„!,|,.,| ,,, ,l„, ,

, „, rl, 1 1
„•

-

<'f Imt- f.r... lina-,nntin,i ,,.n!,| ,li.,.nvrr H,,. .l,i,;il ..op.,,,.
"r l.iM-nn.lv III th,. -,„n,| ih,v,-i,|. ,,( I,,.,- ir„M,,„ 1,,,!^. ,,]

tlir CMiiniL'- of I,,.,- lin,,.,. ...„„„..| I,, ,.I,,,,n fruiM tl,,.
..'p.,

-jHlvs l.rillmii' ,\,-. „ir|, ...uni-.. n^ w,„,,,.„ „,„ ,,, ,,.j...| ,,„
''"•"> '"• -""'"• '"! '!"•:• "..tv full nf t^'ii,!, riir- for .v„il,.
n<vs. Thr until,,,. „f tllilt littl,. l„.,-„], s„ ;„lM,if;ih|v p„i.f.,
"'"''' ''" '""'-'• ^^!'"'' llii'"^!'. Ill'' 'lrl„.,t,.. (i,,,. f,.,-|I,MV> th.
siil,tl,. ,iifv,.< ,,r th,. lip-. tl„. „„,h,l.. f,.„.,. i,.,.if. „-,.n. nn -v-
prrssi,,!) „f ,i,.l„.;,t,. ,||.,.r,.ti,.|,. n r,,,,if m„iM;,,„.,. ,,f ir,„u
su;:-...t,v,. „r .far, ;,,„i ,„.,i,.„,.,.. V,,, I, ,,„„|,| |,,^„ ,,^,,,,,

''"""" '" •'•'"- '•"'•-IV(„.-^ tn Ihn-,. ,u,, f,.,„,„,,„. n,,|,„„.
'" '"' '"'''" '""- 'I''" '•in,,..,,,! i„ h..,' f..,-,.l„.;„| \vh,M,.'v,.r
Iht face was ii,,t i,i ,•([„»,.. like li,.,- iipuaid -huic,.> (that
piithftic tri,-k „f maiin.T). i,,h| iiiii,i,-t;ikal.lv ,)f iiiihappi,i,.«^
of a lKi-in„ that h.Ml all luit ,-um I,,.,- l,..,-' l.f,, \ „,„„,,;
Hittm- in the irrrat. mI,,,! .ah.n. a \v.„,ian cm „|T fro,,, th.>
rest of the w„rl.l i„ ,hi^ r..,,,,.,,. l,ttl,. vall,.v. ai.nic, uiih tl.,.

n.fi,i..ru.s „f I,,.,- l„-illia„t. happy, at.-l ii.ipassionc.l vnuth
of coiitniiia! -aii'ty an.) hn„,ai:,. pai,l ,,„ all m,I,.. n.nv n-
pli.fod hy the l„„Tr.r of tho voi,]—was thrr." ,iot scirtliiti- in
the si-ht to Mfikr auv that ,!,.,.p,.,i,.,l with ,vtl..<.ti,.n ? C,,,,-
scimisncss ,,f her own vain,, hirk,.,! in h,.,- sniil... Sh,. wa^
noitluT wifr nor ni,>tl„.r. .1,,. u-as an outlaw: >!„ had lo^t
thoom" heart that co,,!,] >(.t h^r piilsc< l„.ati„^r wi,h,,nt sham.'-
sli,. had nothin:,^ f,.,,,,, uithnnt to siipp,.,-t her ,,,. !,„<.• .„„|
.«1»' n)ust even look for str.'n-th from within, live hop own
lifo. .licnsh no h..p,. >av,. i!,;,, ,,r r,„.sak..n love. whi..h l,„,k^
forward to Death's .•omin- and hastens his laj:LMn-r footstep-
And this whil,. lif,. wa. in i,. p.-i,,,,,. (,|,. ,„ c,,;,) ,),,,,i,„„]
f<.r liappmess an.l t,, ,|i,.- „,,v,.,- havi„ir ,^\y,.,, „,„. ,„,,,>i,,„i
It. A woman loo! What pain was this! Tiiese thou>'hts,
tiashin- across M. ,!., Xur\\\ ,„i„,i l,|„. Ijohtnini:. left hi,
very hund.le in the presence of the -reatest ehann with whir

1,11

!
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"'"""I •in '"• iinr^!,.,l, Th, tripl,. nnrml,. „f hriiiitv. mmI,!,..
•-. iind im^furhiii,. ,la//lr,l hi,,, ; i„. .,,„„| j„ ,l,,,;,,„.; . ;,i-„,,.t
M iiwMitlir.!. .i.liiiiniti.ii, of ih,. \ ,,...„it, -.,.. B„t ii,. f,„ind

• Milli;.' to >;|y Iw llrf.

Mine. .1,. Iir;,„.;,,nt. hv nn ,|,r ;,- .li .,,!,,,-,.,l. ,„, ,!n,|l,f. l,y
' -iin"'i-<'- 'i"M "Ml 1m ,• I, ,1,1, 1 V, ,:i, ,1 |,,,|,llv 1,11! ii,i|„.,'i,,ii's

iinv; then. .-iiiiiiii(,ii:i,ir n Miiilc to hrr pali' lips, as if
!iii.'. r\cn \, t. tiir \w.iii;,ii\ iiii|.iil,M' I,, !„ L'ra>-iuii.-:

'' l'''^'' '""•'I l''-'"'> >I. '!.' ClMmi.i..,!,.!!,-, ,.f ;, mr-si-o
'•liiili VM,i lia\,. l<i,i,l|v iii,.lrilak.'ii to rldivcr. iiiMi,.i..,ir,'" she

'! "( ;ni it Ih- t'r..fii
'"

^^'"'' '•'•" ''n-il>l- phra-.. Ca^tr,!! iii„!,T-tnn,l. rvri more
'irl\ tliaii hrfn,-,.. Iiis own ridiciiln,,. p,,Htioii. th^' iiad tasto

;::'! ImiI faith .,f lii. h, havi..,- tuwanU a \VM,„a„ -,, „o!,|,. anil
'i'if'"'tnnat... Ih- ,•,,!.!.,„.!. Th.. t!,,,,,-!,!^ that rrnw,l,.,l

' ufv,,, him cciiM he rca-I in hi- Inuihl,.,! cy,'.; hut suddonlv,
'1, ttic <-niira,-:c which vomli ,!iaw. f,-,,,,, a sci-.. n( u-. own

'^"iii^'I'Mi,.-. he -ain.'d .n„lidcnc.., and vcrv Immhlv inter-
rupted .\Ii,,e. i\v Heau-eant,

-Madame." h.' faltered out. 'T do noi d,..,.rve the hap|,i-
- of seein,i: yon. I have de,vived vo„ l,a-,.|v. Ilowevor

'""- ''" "i')tive mav have heen. it ean never excise the
!

'ifiil ^-iibterfnrrc which I used to piin niv end. Bnt. ma-
' line, if your LToodnex will permit me to tell von "

The Vicomies-e -lanc.'d at M. de \i,cil. hauLditv disdain
• Mer whole manner. She stretched iier hand to' the l)c|l and
n- it.

••.'affpies.'" she said, "liudit th!- cont!en:an to th(> door,"
"d she look(M) with diirnitv at tho visitor.

She ro>e proiidlv. l„,wed to (ia-^ton. and then stooped for
• fallen volume. If all her tnov(>ment-^ on liis entranc had
n <-aressin,<rly daintv and -racio,,.-. her everv irestnre n.w
K no less s"verelv frii:id. M. de Xu..il rose to his feet, hut
-^tood waitiiiL'. Mme. de F'.eau.M'ant lliin- another ^danee

- him. "Well, why do yon not i^o?"' she i^^eomod .0 sav.
There was such cuttinir ironv in tliat irhmeo that Gaston

-H'w white as if he wore about to faint. Tears came into
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Ins ,.y..s. Inn |„. w,.Ml.l imt |,.. th..,„ f..ll, ,.n.| s,.„r..!,in^' sham.
:ii"l .k-i.air -Iricd tii. in. ||.. |„.,k..,| iM.k al Ma-Iarnc .!.• 15.,,,,
-ram. .in.

I
a .-rtaii. ]nu\r aii.l r,„i,Mi,..i-iH-. nf hi~ nu n wurii

ua.. /,.,n-l.-.l \nih Ins li.mnliiN ; H... \ir.„„i..-.. l,a,l a ri-lil
to pinii>li him, but .,u-ht .-he t., u.-i- her n^'ht :- Thcirh.
went iiilt.

As he .•r..s.<(M| ihf antr-chamhcr. a cl.vir Ii.a-l. ati-l wit.
•''"I..n..l l.v i.a»i.,n. wip- imt ,-low to -ra-p ihr .hui-rr .,f
'lis -iiiiai luri.

'•Ir I lr,-,\c ihi> hniiM^. I ,aii rirwr codie hack to ii a-aiii
"

liosanl tohimM.ir. "Th,. \'uM,ni,.>M. u.ll alwavs ihmk ..f n",,.

Y " f""l. It IS im|M,.-.-,hl,. that a Woman, arul s.irh a WMman
sliuuhl nut j,Mi..ss the luv.. that >Ur l,as ralh.l forth. IV.rhai.s
she f,rhs a little, va^ue, iiivohimarv re^'nt fnr (li-nii-Mii'
mo so ahru[.tl.v.— lint <he <(,uhi not do otherwi-e. ami ^h.'
••'•'u.ot reeal! her Miitenee. [t re-t.- witli nie to iimlerstaml
Jut.

At that thuUL'ht (iaston >tnp,,e,| shr.rt (,n the lli-ht of «teps
Willi an exeJamaliMii: |„. ,,|,,„.,| .-harplv. >avim:. "I have for-
gotten sometlim-.- ami win haek to the >aion. Thr hi.'kev
a

1 re.-p..et for a haroii ami the ri,::hi< of ,,ro,,ertv. was eom-
pletely de.vive,! in tlie natural utterance, an-i fojlow.wl him
(.astoii returne.l .piietiy ami unannounced. The \-ico,„tesse
tiiinkm^,^ that the intruder was the .-crvant. h.oked up ami
bolield M. de Xueii.

'•Jae(pies li-lited me to tile door." lie >aid. will, a iiaif-
sul -mile winch dispell, d anv >u,^p,ci f j,.,, ,„ ,h„se word<
Willie the tone in ulnd, tlicv wcv .pulven x^ent to the heart."
Jlme. de lieaiiseant was disarmed.
"Very well, take a .-eat," .-he .-aid.

(;a..ton ea-eriy to,,k pos>es,-i,,n .,f a chair. His eyes were
^hinm- With happine.-s: ilie Vic.mites>e, unahie to emlure the
l-nlhant li-iit in them, look,..l down at tiie hook. ,S!,.. was
enjoyini: a delieiou.s e\er new .sensation ; tlie sense of a maif-
del.du ,n her prc-cice is an unfailim: iVmiiune instinct
And tiien. i,esides. he iiad divuie.i her. and a woman is s„
grateful to tiie man who has mastered tiie ajipareiitly ca-
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j.ririniis. Vft lo-iriil. ii mmiiihi;^' ,,|' ||, r III ,irt : wiio cati track
•Hi lli'iii;^lit tliinii.:li ihc MciiiMiLrlv coin hhIk tnrv wurkind's

!' !irr iiniiil. uikI rc.nl ilic -( ii-.itKui-., or -\\\ or Imlil, wnttcti
,;i liccliii,:: n>il, a iu'Wililrriiiu iiia/i' nf ( uipu'trv aiul M'lf-rcvcla-

!l

\la'latiii'."' (ia-li'ii c\i!ainii'il in a Imw voii <•, "mv liliimlcr

ti know, hut you do iioi kiiow li ,\v mucli I am to blaiuc.
i u on|\ kiii'W w liai y>': ii wa - tn — --""

"All I take cap'," ^lic saul, lioMiui; u|i oti.' liiiL'cr with an
^r "f iiiyMcrv. a- ^hr piii oi:| hiT hand toward- i\v h,ll.

\'\\r channin.ir ,L''-.-tiirc. the vranous tlin-at. no doiil,t called
'> >onic .sid ihoiiidil. -oiiir iiiciiioi'v of the ild happv tiiuo

"'''I -ln' coiihl ho wlio'ly c'lari' iiiL' and L'in'!o wiihout :\n

rlhoiiLriit : when the udaducs.- of hi-r heart ju.-tified (\(^ rv

IMC. and iMil (harm int^ I e\erv |ca-i i:i..\cniiiit.

I' IliT forehead jialhereil hi tweeii lur I

ne lines

n id' hiT face LTcw (]afk in tl

ifow-. and the evpres-

le >nU i.ilul lit.

viU'/ across a t M. do Xi
nen

Ilk

•:rave!v len ii,,t unkindiv. slio

e a wnnuiri who deeply feels the in(\-inin,i,' of evorv

This is all very ridiculous! Once ujiou a time, nioii^icnir,

n lliou;:hlle>s liiLfli spirits were my priviiep^. I should have
.'lied fearle--ly over your \i>it wiili vou. I'.ut now mv life

y much chaii.L'cd. I cannot do a^ I like. I am ohli^r,.,| to
W'T

iiii

What hni i.us you here." 1^ It ciiMositv; In that en.-

payinjr dearly for a little ilectin^' pleasure. Have y
n /iii-isiiiiinlclif in love alreadv witl

ou

1 a wiuiiaii whom vou
i\e never seen, a w an wiili who-e name .-lander has. of
-ir>e, heeii husyr if so. y,,ii;' motive in inakin.i: this visit

- hased on di-re-;peci. on an i rror which accident hroiiL'lit

io notoriety."

>iir liui!',' her hook down scornfiillv upon the tahle, then,
'h a terrihle look at iia>toii. .-he went on: '•Because 1 oneo

v.eak. mu.-l it he >U])po-.'d ihii I am alwav- uvak:' Th
rrihle. (ie'M•adiIlL^ ( )r havi

IS

Voll collie here to pitv nio?
are very _\ouii-' to ollVr -ympathv with heart trouhles.
rstand this clearly, ,-ir. thai i would rather have scorn

iU j)ity. 1 will not endure com}»as;ion from auv uue."

inle
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There wiis a brief ]i.nise.

'-Well. Mr,- .1,,. cmiiinied (an<l the face that she turned
to hnn wa> ..vnile ami .s.d), "uhatrv.T motive nulueed this
rash intniMnji up,,,, my .s.lit,,,!,., it is verv painful to me v<,u
'"''''•

V" '"'' '"" •'"""- '" ''^' '""""\' "illioiit t-'ood fcrli'n.r
so s„n;Iv ^<n^ will IV.l ,|,a. this hchaviur of vour.s is i.nprup,;'
I fnri.Mve y,u l,.r „, and. as vou see. I an, sp(-akin- of it t.]
you witl,„;.i 1,11!, .„,.>. y.u will n„t eome here a-ain will
yon.' I an, .'ni ,•, al in- wh,',i I „,i^rl,t ,.o„i,„an(l If v.,,,
c-onie t,. .^,v n,e a-ain, „,.i,h,.r y,.u nor I ean prevent the who|„
ph.ee fron, l.,.|,evi„- ,h;,t v,,,, are n,v lover, and vou would
cau.-e „„ -,vat a,ld,t,onal annoyance. You do no't moan to
do that. I think."'

She said no more, but looked at him with a ^reat di™itv
whiel, al)a>lied hiin.

-

-I have done wronir, ma.lame." he .said, with deep fpolin<'
in his vo„v. "I^.t ,t was tlin.u.-h enthu.-iasm and thouHitlesr.
n(-s an,l ea;:rr .h^siiv of happi„...s. the .p.alities ami defect^
ot my a-c. X,,w. I un,l,.,->taml that 1 ,.u-l,t m,t to have tnVd
to see you." he a,ld,Ml

: '-hat, at the same time, tho .lesire was
ii v..rv natural on,."— ,.,n(l makin- an appeal to feelin.' ,-ather
than t,) tho ,nt..|leet. he deseribed the weariness of his en-
forced cmI... 11,. (|,v„- ;, p,„.tniit of a vouni: man in who,,,
the liivs .,1 |,tc w..,v bui-nin- themselves out. eonvevin" the
im])iv»,on that he,v was a heart worthv of ten.h-r lov.^. a heart
which, notwithstanding, had iieviT known the joys of love
for a youn,<: and beautiful woman of retinement and taste

V''
'''I''"" •

''"'"•"' •'"''nptin- to ju.stifv. his unusual eon-
duct. He tlattered .Mm,.. ,],. Beaus,:Mnt hv showin-r that she
•i.'d realix,.! for him the ,d,.al ladv ,.f a voun- n,,,n"s ,ir,'an,
'!" i'!<'al sought by .„ manv. ,„,d so often sou-ht in vain
llK'n h,. touched i,jH.n Ins n„,rnin,ir prowlimrs „i],l,.r the walls
of four,rllcs. and Ins wild lli,,u^irhts at the lirst sbdit of thr
house, till l„. exvit,M| that vauue lV,.|i„^r .,f indul-,^nee which
a woman can lin,l in h,.r heart for the follies committed for
lier saki'.

An imj,assioned voice was speakin<r in the chill solitude;
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t!ir spfiiktT brought with liiiii a wann lnvatli of youth and
;:m- (harms of a larcl'ullv tultivatrfl iiiiml. It was so long
-ificc Mine, de Boaiiseant had I'rh -tiiTcd liv nal A-cHng drli-

t.ihlv c.xproM'd, that it airccicd ]., r very stron;^lv now. In
.-!ii!c (d' htTM'lf, >\iv walrhcil M. <!,• .\iicir,< cxprcrsiv.' face,

liiid aihidri'd \hv no!)h' countciianco of a soul. un!»rokrn as
1

1 hy tlic crufl dis(.i|pliii(' cd' the lil'c of thi; world, unfretted
i continual schciiung t(» gratify personal and)ition and
> inity. Gaston was in the llowcr of his youth, he iin[)rcssed

I'-'-r as a man witli something in him. uiiawan' as yet of the
.rtal career that hiy Ijefore Idm. So iioth tlu-.' iwo made
'viicrtions nio>t (hmgerous for tlicir jieace of mind, and hoth
-Move to cuneeal their tliougln.-. .M. de N'ueil saw in tho
\ b-omtesse a rare type (d' woman, always the victim of her
iMrfection and tenderness; her graceful inauty is the least

"( her charms for those who are privileged to know the in-

;inite of feeling and thought and goodness in the soul within;
,1 Woman whose in.-tinctive feeling for beauty runs through
.ill the most varied expressions of lo\c. purif\ing its trans-
'.<>]•{>, turning them to something alnio.-t holy; wonderful
-.1 ret of womanhood, the e.xipiisite gift that Nature so seldom
'•-tows. And the \"icointesse. on her side, listeinng to the
Villi: of sincerity in (iaston's voice, while he told of his vouth-
fid troubles, began to understand all that grown children
f tive-and-twenty sull'er from dillideiu-e. when hard work

!ms kept them alike from corrupting inlluenees and inter-

(ourse with men and women id' the world ulios.' so[)histical

reasoning and experience destroys the fair (juali:ies of youth.
Mere was the ideal of women's dr-ams. a man unspoiled an

' t by the egoism of family or success, or ijy that narrow
-.Ifishness which blights the first impulses of honor, devo-
'm. self-sacrifice, and high demands of self: all the llowers
MJon wither that enrich at lirst the life of delicate but

Wong emotions, and kee[) alive the loyalty of the heart.

Hut these two, once launched forth into the vast of senti-
iiii'ii' went far indeed in theory, sounding the ilcjith- in either
-oul. testing the sincerity uf their expressions; only, whereas
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(.aslons oxporiMicnts worv ,„a,!(. unconsciously, Almo ,

I3eausoant ha.l a purpose ,„ all (hnt she sai.l. Hrin-in- h,
natural an,! ac'piuv.l >„htlciy to the work. >h,. sou-ht"to learM. dc .\ucil s .ipinions by advancini:. ,-,s far as sho could r
so, views (lianiclncally oppo.,.,] t„ l,,.,- nwn. So witty and ^

gracious was she. so much hcr>clf with this stran-cr witwhom she felt con.i)let..l_y at ea^e. h, cau.e s!„. felt sure thi
they shouh! neyer meet a-ain, that, after some delicious en
giam of hers, (iaston exclaimed unthinkin-ly :

"Oh! niadame, how could anv man have'l'eft you'-"
The Vieonitesse was silent. Gaston reddt-ned', he' thou-h

that he had offended her: hut she wa-^ not an-rv Th(« fFr
deep thnll of deli,d,t since the day of her calamity had take,
her l.y surprise. The ^kill of the cleverest ro»r muh] „ot hav,
made the impression that M. de Xueil made with that er
from the heart. That y,.nlict wrunjr from a youn^^ man"
(and.>r gnw her hack innocence in her own eve--, con.lemne,'
the ^vor^.. laid the hlame upon the h.yer who had left her
iind justified her subse(pi,.nt solitary dror.pin- life Tluworlds absolution, the heartfelt sym/.athy. the "social 'esteeir
so lon^..d for, and so har>hly refused, nay. all her secret dc

?w/'7 .^^''T
^]"' ^" "'" *"" '" ^'''>f'<^^'-lamation. madr

fairer yet by tin- heart's sweetest flatteries and the admira-
tion that women alway reli.^h ea-erly. Tie understood her
und<.r.to,.d all. an,l he had ,:;iyen her. as if it wer<. the mo<('
natura thinj: in the world, the opportunity of rising hi.^hor
through her fall. She looked at the clock.'

"Ail! madanie. do not jmnish me for my heedle«ne«« If
you grant me but one eyening. youchsafe not to shorten it

"

She smiled at the pretty speech.
"Well, as ^ye must neyer meet again." she said, "what si<r.

nifies a moment more or less? If you were to care for me
It would be a pity."

"It is too late now." he .said.

"Do not tell me that." sh,^ answered erayely. "Fnder an^
oth<-r circumstances I should be yerv -lad to 'see you I will
epeak. frankly, and you will understand how it is that I do

i
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nnt choose to j^co you n^rain, and cuixht not to do so. You
lia\r too imich niagnaniriiity net to fed that if I wore so

iiiiuh as siispwted of a second trespass every oni' would tliink

cf iiic as a contiinptilde and viilii.-.r \v)nian": 1 slioidd be lik;;

nili.T wiiinen. A pure and I.laineless iife will hriiiir iiiv char-
,i< !i r into relief. 1 am too proud not \n eiid.'avor to live like
o!ir apart in llie world, a victim oi" the law through my mar-
ri.i-r. m.-inV vietii;i tlirouLrh my love. If I were not faithful
t.. the position which I have taken up, th.ii I should deserve
.i!i the reproach that is heaped upon me; I should be lowered
II! niy own eyes. [ had not enoie h lofty social virtue to r--
iMMu with a man whom I did no: love. I have siiai)ped the
!-"nds of marri.ip' in spite of the law; it was wronir. it was u
rr.ine, it was anythin.i,' you like, but for me tlie br)nds nu'ant
'i':Mh. I n;eant to live. IVrha|i- if I liad been a mother I

<'iu!d have endured the torture of a forced marria.ire of suit-
:i!'!lity. .\t ei.irhtecn we scarcely know what is done witli us,

t- T rrirls that we are! T have broken the law- of tln' world,
,n: I the world lias punished me: w.' both did riuditlv. I sought
happiness. Is it not a law of <.ur nature to seek for hap-
Miirss? I was^ youn,<:. I was be.aitiful ... I thou>xht
''

::it I had found a nature as lovin.ir. as apparentlv passion-
'' I was loved indeed; for a little while . .

."

^he pau.«ed.

•\ u-^od to think,"' she said, ''that no one could leave a wo-
iii.in in such a position as mine. I have been for.>aken ; I

ii!u-f have ofTended in some way. Yes. in some way, no doubt,
1 failed to keej) some law of our nature, was too' lovin<r. too
'!' voted, too exactin-.^—I do not know. Evil days "have
': iiiuht lii,dit with them! For a lonj: whili' I blam.'d an-
'''mt. now 1 am content to l.ear the whole blame. At my own

' \[ii'nse, I have absolved that other of whom I once thouLdit
I 'ia<l a ri<:ht to complain. I had not the art to kr,.p him;
;
:'• has ])unished nie heavily f,,r my lack of skill. I only

• ' <
w liow to love: how can one kec^p oneself in mind when

'
nc loves? So I was a slave wh(>n I should have smiirht to

:
•• a tyrant. Those who know me may condemn me, but they
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will rospoft mo too, J'ain ],..,< t;m-lit iiic that I mu?t n-
lay myself open to this n ^^rr,Ii,l i,,.,,.. [ ,,,iiii.)t iin<](>rsf;in
iiow It is ihiil I am liviii- yd. lirirr the an-iiisli of tiiat fir-

wi'ok of the mc-t fearful (ri-i.-- in a w.miaii's life. Only frm
thive y(ars uf loiirliiK -> wciild n !„ pn-^ihi,. t,, draw stron^r.
to sjM'ak of that time as I am >pcakinL' ikiw. Siirli a-om
moiiMinir, usually ends in death: hut this— well, it was th
a<:ony of death with no tomb t.) end it. Oh! 1 have kn^u:
pain inde<'d I"

'i'he \'iemntes>e raised her heautifnl (yes to the oeilim:
and the eorniee. no douht. reeeived all the eonfidi'necs whirl
a straiiiivr mi;:lit not hear. When a woman is afraid to lool

at her interlocutor, then' is m truth no .^rentier, meeker, mon
accomniodatin,:: conlidante than the edrniee. The cornice i:

quite an in^;iiuii(ui in the boudoir; what is it but the eon
fessiunal. //(/////> the priest ?

-Mine, de IJeauseant was ehxpient and l-eantiful at thai
moment ; nay. "coquettish." if the won! were not too heavv
By justifymu lier-ell'. by raiMu^-- insurmountable barriers hi-

tween herself and love, -he was siimulatin- vwry sentiment
in the man 1h d'-re her: nay. more, the liij:lier slie set the ^n,al,

the more con.-pu-imus it -rew. At last, when her eves^had
lost tile loo elo(iuent expression -iveii to them bv'painfu'
memories. ^]\o ]rt them fall on (iaston.

"Vou aeknowledi:e. do you not. that I am l»onnd to lead
a solitary, self-contained lifer" she said quiet.'v.

>So sublime was she in her rea.-onin,-.' and her mailne?s. that
^I. de \neil felt a wihl lon.Lniii: to throw himself at her feet;
but he was afraid of makiiiL: him.-elf ridieiiious. so he lield

hi.s enthusiasm and his ihouoht,- in check. He was afr.iid,
too. that he mi-ht totally fail to expre.-s them, and in n',

less terror of some awful ivjcctiiui on her part, or of her
mockery, an apprelici!H..n which -trikes like ice to the most
fervid soul. The re\M|si..n which led him to erii^h down
every feelinj: as it .-^jiranL;- np in his heart cost him the intense
Jiaiii that dillid.'nt and amlatioi^ natures e\pcricnc(> in the
frequent crises when they are comjielled to >;itle l!.eir lon^j-



TlIK r»ESKUTi:i) WOMAN 221

iTiL's. And yet, in spite of himself, he broke the silence to say
Ml :i f;il(crinrp voice:

•Miid;iine, permit me to isho wnv to one of the stron^rost
• 'i"tinns of my lif... ;,,„1 nu-n to .'iII ih;it vm„ havr mn.le'mo
f'rl. ^ on set the heart in me swelling hi^'h ! I feel within
!- II loii^nn<r to make you forLTet vour mort iHcations. to de-
.-ir my life to this, to ishv you love for all who ever havc-
. v.u you wounds or hate. Rut this is a verv >udden ont-
:' ')rin<: of the heart, nothing: can jnslifv it to-dav and I

I :;L'!it not
"

"Knoufrh, monsieur." said :\rme. de Reauseant : "we have
l-ih of us trnne too far. By -ivin- you th»- sad reasons for a
'fusal which I am compelled to -:ive. I meant to sf>ften it

1 not to elieit homa^re. ("o(|nctry nnjy >uils a liappv wo-
:i.'ii. Relieve me, W(> must remain stranirers to v:u]\ other.
\i

.1 later day you will km.w that ties which must inevitably
I" liroken oufrht not to be formed at all."

>!ie si^ihed liirlitly, and her brows contracted, but almost
ii'iinediately jrrew clear a^rain.

'•Mow painful it is for a woman to be poAverless to follow
'- • man she loves through all the phases of his life! And if
"at man loves her truly, his heart must surelv vibrate with
:

in to the deep trouble in hers. Are tliev not twice un-
il:lf)py?"

there was a short pause. Then she rose smiling.
•You little su.spected. when you came to Courcelles, that

' -ii were to hear a sermon, did vou !'"'

<iaston felt even further than at first from this evtraordi-
i.rv woman. Was the charm of that delightful hour dut;
^I'T all to the coipu'try of the mi-tress of the house:- Shi;

t ::i'l been anxious to display her wit. llv bowed stilllv to the
V cointesse, and went away in desperation.
"n the way home he tried to deteet tho real character of a

':'ature su]ipl.. and li.ml as a .-teel >prin-: but he had ~een
• r pass through so many pha«w. ,h;,t he could not make up
> mind about her. Tlu' t.nics ,,f hn- voi.v. too. wer.> ring-

^ig in his ears; lier gestures, the little movements of her
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head, and the varvin^' rxprot^sion of lior oyo? <yn'\v muro irni

rious in iiicriinry, riioro fasrinatin^'' as lio tli.)ii(;ht of tln'n

Thii \ icoinlisscs licaiity i-hoiic out ai:ain for him in t!i

darknoi-s; hn •cvivir!-; impn'ssioiis (allcil up yet others, an^

he was cnlhralUJ ainw by womanly rharm and wit. wluci

at first lie had not iim'civcd. Jlc fell to wandcrim; musinir.-

in which the most huid thoii;,dits ^a-ow refractory and flati

contradict cacli otlicr, and tin; soul passes throu^di a brio

frenzy fit. Youth only can understand all that lies in th

(lithyrand)ie outj>ourin;.'s .d" youth when, after a r-'.ormy sioirc

of the must frantic f.-lly and coolc-t c-immon-.-ense, the hear
finally yields to the ;i-sauh of the Iate.4 comer, bo it hope, o

despair, as some mysterious power determine?.
At three-and-twenty. dillidence nearly always rules a man"

conduct: he is perplexed with a youn.ir liirl's shvn'^ss. a ij;^':

trouble: he is afraid lest he should exjiress his love ill. fee.

nothing but diniculties. and takes alarm at them: he wouh
be bolder if he loved less, for he has no confidence in himself
and with a growing s( nse of the cost of happiness comes ;

conviction that the woman he loves cannot easily be won; per

haps, too, he is giving hiuiself up too entirely to his owr
pleasure, and fears that ho can give none; and when, for hi;

misfortune, his idol inspires him with awe, he worships ir

secret and afar, and uidess his love is guessed, it dies away
Then it often happens that one of these dead early loves lin-

gers on, bright with illusions in many a young heart. What
man is there but keeps within him these virgin memories that

grow fairer every time they rise before him, memories that

hold up to him the ideal of perfect bliss? Such recollection-

are like children who die in the tlower of childhood, before

their parents have known anything of them but th(Mr smile?.

So .M. do Xueil came home from Courcelles. the victim of 'i

mood fraught with desperate resolutions. Kven now he feir

that yimo. de Beause.int was one of the conditions of his ex-

istence, and that (K'ath would be preferable to life without
her. He was still young enough to feel the tyrannous fasci-

nation which full) -developed womanhood exerts over imma-
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tun. and impassionod natiinv; ,iri.l. rnnsr,n„.nt!v. he wa- to
y.n'Ui] one of those stormy nights whm :, v„un- man's
tiiHUo^hts travel from luippmoss to suicid.. and Lack' a^ain—
j::dits m which youth ru>hcs throu-li a lifdinic of hlCvs and
t.iil^ asleep from sheer exhaustion. Fateful ni-hts an^ thov
and th.- worst misforriin<> that can happen is to awake a phi'l-

- 'I'tHT afterwanN. Ai. de Xu,,l wa> far |.m, ,,|v jp h,ve
I

'
sleep: he rose and heto,,k to iiiditiiiir letters, hut' none of

tiirm were satisfactory, and ho l.urTied them all.

riio next day he went to rourcelle.. to make th(> circuit of
I.T jrarden walls, hut he waite.l fij] iii,:htfall: h,. was n(rvd
^::|I she mi-ht .n.e him. The jn.^linct that led hiu, to act
111 this way arose ont of .«. „!)scnre a mood of the soul that
'-'!'• hut a youn- man. or a man in like ,,He, can fullv midor-
-.iiid Its mute ecstasies and its va-aries. matt.'r to set those
!"fl<' who are lucky enouirh to see life •ikv in its matter-of-
;
-• aspect shruL-in<r their shoulders. After painfu! hr.ita-

' 'M. Ga.'^ton wrote to Mme. de P.eauM'ant. Here i< the let-•• «lnch may serve as a >a.iiple ,,f the epi.folarv stvie pe-
'^iliar to lovers, a performance whi< h. like the drawin-s pre-
!'^"vd with frreat secrecy l.y children for th,. hirthdavs of
'i:her or mother, is found insufferahle hv everv mortal ex-
" [>t the recipients:

—

"Mauame,—Vour power over mv heart, mv soul, mvself
- -' ^Toat that my fate deju-nds whollv npon von to-dav" 1)J
n.'i throw this letter into the lire: he so kind as to rea.l it
";!'nufrh. Perhaps you may pardon the openinir sentence
'.-n you .^ee that it i.^ nn coninmnidace. selli.<h declaration.

I ! t liat It expresses a simple fa<t. Perhaps vou mav feel
' -^".1. hecause 1 a>k for .m, ImJe. bv the subnd.^sion of one

-' feels himself .^o nuioli h, neaih von. bv the influence that
nr decision will exercbse upon mv life. .\t mv a<',. ma-

aine. I only km)w h(,w to l„ve. I Min utterly i;-norant of wars
• attracting and winnin- a u-,„nanV Inv'e. but in mv own
"irt 1 know raptures of adoration of Ikt. F am irresi-tihlv
i:-.iwu to you by the great haj.pine.ss that I feel throuLdi vou'-
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my tlioujrlits turn (o von with tlie selfisli in^tinrt which huh
us (IriUV nciii'iT to the firo of lilV when wv liinl it. I do ii-it

imagine that I am worthy of _\iiu; it sccius impn?«ibIo tliat

I, yniini.'. i.L'nnrant, and shy. oouM hritiu' you one-thousandth

part of the haii|iiiu.— tliat I drink in at tlic sound of y(iur

voice and the si;,dit of you. i'or mo you are tlie only woitmn

in tlie world. I caniioi iniagine life witliout you. so I have

made up my mind to hsive Fraint , and to ri.-k my life till I

lose it in Mune desperate enterprise, in the Indies, in .\friea,

I care not where, llow can I qiu'll a love that knows no

limit.s save hy ojiposinir to it pomeiiiinir as infinite? Vet. if

you will allow me to hope, not to ho yours, hut to win ymr
friendship, I will stay. Let me come, not so vi^ry often,

if you require it. to spend a few sueh hours with you as those

stolen hours of yesterday. The keen delight of that brief liap-

pinc?.=. to he cut short at the least over-ardent word from nic,

will sulfico to enable me to endure the boilin<T torrent in my
veins. Have I presumed too much upon your generosity by

this entreaty to suiur an intercourse in which all the gain

is mine alone? You could find ways of showing the world.

to whicli you saerifiee so much, that I am nothing to you; you

arc so clever and so proud! What have you to fear? If I

cuuld only lay bare my heart to you at this moment, to con-

vince you tiiat it is with no lurking afterthought that I make

this humble request I Shouhl 1 have told you that my love

was boundless, while I prayc'd ycni to grant me friendship, if

I had any hope of your sharing this feeling in the depths of

my soul? No, while I am with you, I will be whatever you

will, if only I may he with you. If you refuse (as you have

the power to refuse), I will not utter one murmur. I will go.

And if. at a later day, any other woman should enter into my
life, you will have proof that you were right: hut if I ain

faithful till death, you may feel some regret perhaps. The

hope of causing you a regret will soothe my agony, and that

thought shall bo the sole revenge of a slighted heart. . .
."

Only those who have passed through all the exceeding trib-
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'.'.itions of youth, wli,, Iiavc scixcl <,n iill t!ic cliimcriK with
> . white piuiniT^. th.' ni-htman' f.mcics at llic .iis|.n,~al of a

''\i(l iiiiaL'inati'm. ,aii rci'M/.c the liorror- lh.it seized ii[H)n

-. i-lnii (1,. Xiicil \vli,.„ li,. had rva-nn t.. <up|Hi.-e tliat hi> idti-
' iiiiiii was ill Mine. Av i;eau<eani"s liaiids. He .-aw the \'i-

•
iites.^e. wholly iiiitMuelied. laii-hiivj- at h;< letter and hi.-!

•'. as those can laii-h who liave cia-ed to hrlh've in jovo.
\l 'oiild JiMvc wi-hrd to have his Irttep hack a-aiu. It was an
-iinl letter. Tiieri' were a lho\i>and and one Thiiii:-. now

•It he came to think of ii. th.i! ho nii-lit have said, thinjrs
':''nitely hetter and more niovin;.'- th;in tho-c stilted jdirase^;

!
his. those accursed, sophisticatod. pretentious (ine--:[)iin

I'hra-es. thou-:h. Inckily. the punctuation had heen prettv
^ 'I. and the line-; .-h-ekinirly cro<,l;,.d. He tried not to think,

to feel: hut he iVli an.i thou' ht. .:nd was wretched. If
had heen thirty years old. he niiirh: Iiave ^'ot drunk, hut

•• innocence of threo-and-twent > km w iinihini: of th(. ro-
-' i:rces of opium nor of the e\pcdi,>ni-^ of ailv.-iiieed civiliza-

N. Xur had he at hand one .,; iJiM-e ,<:ood friends of tluj
Tiinsian pattern who uii.Ier-tand .- , well how to sav I'lrtr. nan
'''>/' by producitm' a hoille of chainpa-ne. or alleviate tht;
i-oiiy of .susi)ense hy carr\in,Lr y-ui o.'l soiiiewh. iv to make a

;' -lit of it. Capital frlhius are they, alway-^ in low water
-'I'ti you are in funds. ;ilwav< olf to souic waterin,i,'-pIaco

I'-n \ou 1:0 to look them \i\k alwavs with some had harirain in
I --flesh to sell you; it i.- true. Jial when you want to hor-

'' of them, they have always just lo.st their last louis at
:
hut in all other res.r'ct.- ii:ey are the he.-i fdh.ws on

!tli. alway- ready to enihark wlih you on oii(> of the ptcep
wn-i:ra(!es where you lo.s- your time, your soul, and vonr

At leiiiith .M. de Xueil received a missive ihrou-h the in-
inneiitality of Jaeuues. a letter that i.ore the arms of i?ur-
• d v on the .-centeii seal, a letter written on velhim note-
."r.

He rushed away at once to Jock himself in. and read and
fi.'ad her letter:—
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"You arc piiiiisliiii^ nic very scvcnly. monsieur, both foi

tlu> fricii(l!iiic.-s (if my cH'ort to -purf y^w a rchutl', ami fi)i

tlic altrihiioii wliicli iiit(ll((t always lia> for me. I put con
fidcMcf ill the L'l III rn-iiy ol' yniiili. ami you liavi' ilisappointcf

me. Anil \cl. if I diJ not speak unrc.-crvcdly (wliicli woul'

liavr lii'Mi jicrfrctly riiliculmis). at any ratr I <pi>ki' fninl:!-,

of my pii-iiiun. -n that ymi miiiht imai:ini' thai I was um: ti

!)(' touchi'il \,\ a yniiii,'' siuil. My ili.-i r,'.-,- is the ki'rmr fur m\
iutcrot ill }..u. I am iiauirally tcmliT-hcartnl an I kimlu'

hut (iniim-iaii(c> foi-n- me to arl iinkimlly. Anollicr wmiuii
wouli! have lluiii: yi'ur letter, iiureail. into the tire; I read it

anil im aii.-weriiii: it. My au.-wer will make it clear to ym;

that while I am n if untouclied hy the e\pre~sion of this feel

intj wliii !i f have in^jiireil, allnMt imeonseinu^ly. I am still fai

from shariu.LT it. and the step which I am ahmt to take will

show you -till mure plainly that I mean what I >ay. 1 wish

he-i(Ii'>. ti. use, fi>r _\iiur welfare, that authority, as it wero
which you L'ive me over yniir life; and I de.-irt' to exorcist.

it this once to draw aside the veil from vour eves.

"I am nearly thirty years nld. m(Ui>icur; vou arc harelv

two-and-twenty. Yi>u ymirself caTinot know what vour

tliou,t;hts will he at my a;:e. Thi' vows that vou make sn

lightly to-ilay may seem a very heavy hurden to you then. (

am (luite williiiLT to helicve that at this moment ymi would
give me your whole life without a reu'ret. you would even hp

ready to dio for a liltle l)rief lia])])iness; hut at the -.v. of

thirty experience will take from you the very power of makiiii;

daily sacrifices for my sake, and I myM'lf should feel deeplv

humiliate(l if I accepted tlicm. A day would oomc when every-

thing, even Nature, wmild hid you leave mc. and 1 have

already told yt^i th;'* d.'ath ; pi-.f-ralile to desertion. Mi-
fortune has taught me to calculate: as vou see. I am arLMiin.'

perfectly dispassionately. You force me to tell you tliai I

have no love for you : I ought not to love. I cannot, and 1 will

not. It is too lalt' to yield, as womcTi yield, to a hiind unrea-
soning impulse of the heart, too late to he the mistress whom
you seek. My consolations spring from God, not from eartii.

T=^"iyrK.^
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\!i, and besides, with flic iiu'lanclioly insi^'lit of di.sippointpfl

i<ivc. I real! hearts tcni cliMiiy tn aiicpt ymir imitTcnMl friend
.-hip. It is only instinct, i fi.r-ivc the i)oyisli m.-^e. for
V, Inch yon are not re-ponsihle as yd. In the name of tiiis

pi'-in': fancy of your^. for the sake of y.mr career and my
eun peace of mind, I hid yon .•^tay in your own conntrv; von
iiiu.-t not spoil a fair and honorahle life for an illw^ion which,
t V Its very nature, cannot |,i<t. .\l a later day. when you
;ia\e aceomplishcd y(u]r real destiny, in the fully developed
manhood thai awaits yon, you will appreciate this answer
"( mine, tliou^ih to-djiy it may he that you hiame its hard-
•1'". Vou will turn with pleasure to an old woman whose
t'nend>hip will certainly he sweet and precious to yon then;
a friendship untried hy the extremes oi pas>ion and the dis-

nchantinf,^ proces.-es of life; a friendship which nohle
l!ion<rhts and thouirhls of reliirjon will keep [lure and saerod.
I'arewell ; do my hiddinpr with the thouL'ht that your suo-

" «s will hriti",' a uleam of pleasure into my .'-olitude, and only
think of nio as we think (d' ahsent friends."

I \

(iaston do Nueil read the letter, and wrote the following
ines:

'•Madami;.— If I could ccaso to Invo you, to take tho
'fiances of hecoiiiinL'' an ordinary man which you hold out to
•ne. you must admit thai F -liould thoroiie-hly deserve my fate.

\<>. 1 shall not do a^^ you hid me: the oath of fidelitv which [

-Wear to you shall only lie ai).-olvcd hy death. Ah! take my
i fe, unless indeed you do not fear to carry a remorse all

'iiioupli your own
*"

Wlien the man returned from his errand, M. do Xueil asked
: :m will) whom he left the note?

"1 gave it to ,Mme. la \icomle>.-e herself, sir; she was in
her earria<ro and lust alioul to start.

"For the town?"
"I don"t think su, sir. Ainie. la X'icoiniesse had post-

orses.

"I

. -a
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"All I till!! -!ir i, ^roiii^' iPAiiv," «iiul liif r?;iron.

"^'o<, sif,"' I lie 111. Ill iin~v, . red

Gaston <!(' Nllril .ll nW,,' JUTIMIV,! |m \,,\\nw Mine. i\,.

Bcaii.-raiil. Sh.' In! llic u.iv n- I'.:'- .h (i< iic\.i. uiihdiit ;i mi-

Jiicion ihii! hf l'.ii!.i\\,-,l. Ami h- AiiimI the iiiaiiv ihniL'iits

tliat ,i.-,siilril ipiii iliiniiL'- lii.ii J.tirii('\, mi.' all al).»nrhm.'

Jirobluiii til!c<l lu> mind

—

••\\h\ did ..Iir -., awav Y 'l'lu'i,rifs

j:rc\v thick i-n ^u li uioiuid i'ui' ,-ii|ipMMi'.,n. and naturally In-

iiicliiicd to ihc ,,11.' that Ihitli rrd lii> h'.pc- -"If the \'icoiiit-

cssc cares U'V nic, a ( lc\ci wnin.in wmild, af ciuii-sc. clmoM.

Switzerland, wli. re iiulM.dy knows eiiiiri- ><\ w. in pret'ereiKv
to I'lMllce, wller. -lie Wotlld lilll ecn.-nrioii^ critics."

An iinji.i-Moiicd I ivcr of ;i certain .-i,iiii|) would not i',vl

alir.:\cd to a woman ili\cr eniu;,di to choose jier ouri

ground; such women arc too er. llAvevcr, there i-

nothing' to prove that there uas an\ irnlli in (iaston's sup-
position.

The \'iconites.so took a small house liy tiie side of the lake.

As soon as she was installed in it. (ia-loii came one siuniiicr

evening in the twiliuhl. .facipic^. that lltiiikey in ummiii.

showed no sign of surprise, and aiiiiounecd J/. /, />'-//•,>/, -v

Xiiril like a discreet domestic well acipiainted with irno'l

society. .\t the .-onnd of llie name, at the .-lulit of its owner.
Mine, de Heaii>eani let her hook fall from her hand.-; her

surprise -avc him time to come close to her, and to sav in

tones that sounded like music in her ears:

''What joy it wa< to me to take the horses that l)roii;:ht vou

on this journey I"

To have the inin i-t (]eMres of the heart so fullilldi:

Where is the woman who could re.-i-t such happiiK'ss a:- tliis'r

An Italian woman. i>nc of tiio.-e divine creatures who, psvche-

lojrically. arc as far removed from the I'arisian as if tlic\

lived at the Anlipixic^. a iH'in,:^- who uoiiM \h- rci:arded a-

profoundly immoral on th-s side the .Vlp>. an Italian (to

resume) made the followiiia comment on some French novel-

which she had hccn iiadiiii;. "l i-aiinoi >ee." she rcmarkeii.

"why tlicM' |)oor lover,- take such a time over comini'- to ai'
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.irnirifrciiii'nf wlnc-h oii-lu to lie ih.- iilfmr of a Miijrlf iiiurii-

n-
' Why .-huiiM m,' i!,,. nM\rli-| tiikr a liiiit from this

A-r[\\y lady, and nlr.-Mii I'rom fxhaii-liii^' tlif llicirir and
•• rcailcr? Snn\r Uw ]m>.si;-(-, df cHuictry it \Tnuld ccr-

''ll> '"• |ili'a-:ilit {<< L-IM' Ml ciUilillc; the story nl' MiUf. ill*

i'...iiiM'aiit"> dfiiiur- aiiil .-wcri d;'la;, iii--. tlia!. like tlw votal
f-iti« id' aiiti.|ii:iy, >lic iiii-Iil fall -raci'fully. and In linirtr-

:_• n\cr fill' iiiii.Hriit rapluro (d" ;irM Iu\c ,lrau fmni it us
.!fMi.>t ..tr(ii;;tli and swrclni'.v;. M. lic Nucil \v,i^ at an a^'i'

"'i' n a man i- tln' (]uiu' nf tlicM' (•aiu-i<c.-, of the fnuv wliicli

^ men (Iclifrlit to proloii;:: cillh-r to didatc llicir ou n terms,
'o '•iljoy the »e|iM. of their J)o\ver Vet loii'.'er, kllowin;^

-iinetivcly a> tlie\ i|n that it must soon ;:ro\v less. Mut,
'wr all. these linle hondoir protocols. le-> niimeroiis than

• :--e of the Con^M-ess of London, are too small to he worth
!

• Mtioii 111 Ihe history of this |)assion.

I nr three years Mine, dc I5eaii-eanl and M. ile Nueil lived
'! the villa on the lake of (ieneva. '\'\\i-\ li\ci| ,|uite alone,
•eiveil no visitors. fause<l no talk, ro.-e late, went out to-

i:''her upon the lake. knew, in >hort. the happiness of which
all of us dream. It was a .-ii'Mile lutle Iioum'. wiih ^Tecn

-'iuttcrs. and hroad halconus >haded with aniiin-^, a house
iitrivcd of set purpose for lovers, with its white couehcs,
iiiidle-s I'arpets. and fresh lia!min;:s. everythin.i: within it

r-lieetiiiLr their joy. Kver\ window l(,oked out on some new
'i'W of the lake: in the far distance lay the mountains, fan-
•>i-iic visions of ehanixinsr color and evanescent cloud: above
'i-ni spread the sunny ^ky. before lliem stretched the broad
-I of water, never the saii!" -m i!< flifnl chaiiL'-e-. .\|| their

- irroundm-.- seemed to dream for ili.'in, ail thin<,'s smiled
' "111 them.

ilieii '-.eiLdity matters recalled ^[. (]e Xueil to France.
M;-^ father ami brother died, and he wa.- ohl-L'ed to leave
'-iieva. The |o\ers honLdit the house: and if thev could have

.I their wav. I'lev would have ivmoxcd the hilis pieeomeal.
;rawn off the lake with a siphon, and taken overythin,!,' awav
• iih them.
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Mine, do Beau^raiit followed M. de Xueil. She rcalizoci

her iHoinTlv, ;iiul bouuiit a coiisidcrabK; estate near Maiier-

ville, adjiiiniiii: (ia?tii]rt- land.-, and Iiitc tliey lived to-'etlicr:

Gui-ton vii-v -raeiou.-Iy yivini,^ up .Manerville to his mother
for the pre.-ent in eon^idel•ation of the baehelor freedom in

which siie left him.

Mine, de In'an>eant".< estate was elo.-^e to a little town in

one of the most Jlietu^e^qne .-pots in the valley of the Au<:o.

Here the lovers rai.-ed barriers between themselves and social

interc )in>e, barriers which no creature eoidd overleap, and
here the happy days of Switzerland were lived over ajrain.

For nine wliole years they knew happiness which it .^orvos

no i)nrpo.<e to de.-cribe: happine-s wliicli may be divined from
the outcome of the story in' those v.hose souls can comi)relienil

poetry and prayer in their infinite nianifc'stations.

All this time Mnie. de Beauseant's hu.4)an(l, the present

Manp.'is (his father and elder brother havinj^ died), enjoved

tlio sniinde-t health. There is no better aid to life thiin a

certain knowledj:e that our dennse would confer a benefit on
some fellow-creature. M. de Reauseant was one of those iron-

ical and wayward beiiiLrs who, like holders of life-annuities,

wake with an additional sense of relish every morninjz to a

consciou>ness of good health. For the rest, he was a man of

the world, somewhat methodical and ceremonious, and a cal-

culator of conse<pieiKes. who could makf' a declaration of love

as quietly as a lackey announces that ''Madame is served."

This bri(>f biocrra|dHcal notice of his lordship the Marquis
de Boauseant is .Tiven to explain the reasons why it was im-

possible for the Manpiise to marrv M. de Xueil.

So, after a nine years' lease of happiness, the swcete.st

agreement to which a womati ever put her hand. M. de Xueil

and ^Ime. de B»;ni<eant were still in a position quite as

natural ami qinte as false as at the heginninsr of their ad-

venture. .\nd yet they had reached a fatal crisis, which may
be staled as clearly a< any problem in mathematics.

Mme, la ( 'omtes.ee de Xneil. Oa-ton's mother, a strait-laced

and viiiuous person, who had nuide the late Baron happy in

.JBr>?^",^^Wg3#»:iBlirffwiulHg^HB(gg>^»HWUJItJt4i^^
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vtrictly legal fa.shion, would never c<)n>eiit to meet Mme. de
IVauseant. Mine, de Beaust-ant quite understood that the
UMi-tliv dowager must of neees^itv lie her eiicmv. and that
-he wouhl try to draw (ia.-ton from liis unhallowed and im-
iiHiral way of life. The Mar(iui>e de P.euu.-eant would will-
n,L:ly have .sold jier ])roj)erty and -one l^aek to (ieiieva, hut she
(i.uld not hring her.-^elf lo do it ; it would mean that .she

distrusted M. de Xueil. .Aloreover. he had taken a _irreat faney
'- this very Valleroy estate, where he was makiiiLr plantations
.uid improvements. She would not de[)rive him of a piece
iif pleasurable rontine-work. such as women always Avisli for
ti.i ir hushands. and even fiT their lovers.

A Mile, de la Rodiere, twenty-two years of a.tre, an heiress
uith a rent-roll of f-r!y thousand livres. had eonie to live in
tlie nei<rhl)orhnod. Oa^ton always met her at Manerville
wlienever he was oldi<red to go tJuther. These various per-
<ona,tres beingr to eaeh other as the terms of a proportion sum,
file '-^llowin-r letter will throw litrht on the appallinjr problem
wh; .Mme. de Beanseant had been trying for the past month
to solve:

—

".My beloved angel, it seems like nonsense, does it not. to
urite to you when there is nothing to keep us apart, when a
riress so often takes the jilaee of words, and words too are
raresses? Ah, well, no. love. There are some things that a
'vnman cannot say when she is face to face with the man she
I'vos: at the bare thought of them her voice fails her. and
'hi })lood goes back to her heart; she has no strength, no
intelligence left. It hurts nie to feel like this when you are
'var me, and it happens often. I feel that my heart should
!! wholly sincere for you; that I should disguise no thou'.:ht,

' owever transient, in my heart : and I love the sweet eareless-
'"-s. which suits me so well, too much to endure this em-
iirrassment and constraint anv lonn-r. So I will tell vou
'out my anguish—yes, it is arguish. Listen to me! do not
'-in with the little 'Tut, tut. tut,' that you use to silence
lie, an impertinence that I love, because anything from you

ESRISS !̂^S1«&. "^itatsW-ViTi; .^[.^y' t:,A*>iAi--
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please? mo. Dcnr soul frnm lionvcn, wtildrd to niino. lot mo
first toll XiU iliat you have I'lTiunl all incmory of iho pain
thai oner \v::< du-liiu r \\u- life out of me. I did not know
what love v^a^ iieforc 1 kiuw vou. Ouiy the candor of voiir

hcauiifnl youiiL'- lifo. njily ilie purity of that LTrat soul of

yours, eould satisfy the re(|uiremi'nt- of an exnetinir woman's
heart. Dear love, how very oflcu I have thrilled with jov to

think that in then' nine Inm:. swift years, niv jealousy \v^<

not heen once av.aki iird. All the thiwers of your soul have
heeii miiK'. all y.nir ;ii(iui,dils. 'I'hcre has not lieen the faint-

est cloud in our heaven: we have not known what sacrinee
is: we Iiave always .-icted on the impulses of our hearts. I

have knoM-ii happiness infinite for a woman. Will the tear-

that drench this sheet tell }ou all my irratitude? I co-dd

wish that I had knelt to write the words 1—Well, out of this

felicity has arisen lortuiv more terrihie than the pain of de-

sertion. Dear, there are very dei'p recesses in a woman's
heart ; how deep in my own heart. I did not know myself until

to-day, as I did not know the whole extent of lovo. The
greatest misefy which could overwhelm us is a light hurden
compared with the mere tluuurht of liarm for him whom we
love. Aiul how if we cause the harm, is it not enough to make
one die?

. . . This is i he thought that is weighing upon
me. But it brings in it.s train another thought that is heav-

ier far, a thought that tarnishes the glory of love, and slav<

it, and turn? it into a humiliation wiiich sullies life as lonir

as it lasts. You are liiiity years old: I am fortv. What
dread tliis ditferenoe in age calls up in a wcuuan who loves I

It is possible that, first of all unconsciously, afterwanls in

earnest, you have felt the sacrifices that you have made hv

renouncing all in the world for me. Perhaps you have

thought of your futur(> from the social point of view, of the

marriage which would, of cour.H'. increase your fortune, and
give you avowed happiness and children who would inherit

your wealth: perhaps you have thought of reappearing in

the world, and filling your place then' honorably. And then.

if so, you must liave repressed those thoughts, and felt glad

{^7:'mK.'''^^^:'mmmmmmm^mssgmmim
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'< -^norifice heiress and fortune and a fair future to me witli-
niit my I<nowle(lire. In your younir man's irenero-itv. you
! iHt have resolved to bo faithful to the vows which hind us
'hIi to each in tlie si^rht of Ood. :My past pain has risen
:;n before your mind, and tlie misery from whieh vou rcs-

•
ii'd me has iieen my protection. Ti. owe your h)ve to vour

I'ity
!
The thoufrlit is even more ])aii;fnl to me than tlie fear

"f spoiling your life for \,n\. Tlic man who can l)rin;: him-
- If to stab his mistress is very charitalije if he <:ives her her
lii athidow while she is happy and ignorant of .'vil. while illu-

sions are in full blossom. . . . Yes, death is j)rcferable
i.. the two thou,i:Iits which have secretly saddened the hours
St several days. To-day. when you asked 'What ails vou?'
-' t(>nderly. the sf>und of your voice made me shiver. I
liiouirht that, after your wont, you were nadinj.' my verv
-'id. and I waited for your confidence to come, tliinkin<; that
iiiv presentiments had come true, and that I had ;zue.«sed at
'W that was froinsr on in your mind. Then I be<ran to think
"\'T certain little tliin<rs that you always do for me. and I

tiiousrht T eould see in you the sort of affectation by which a
• Mil betrays a consciousness that his loyalty is becoming a
' 'rden. And in that moment T ]iaid verv dear for mv hap-
' iiess. T felt that Nature always demands the price for the
ire.isure caUed love. Rri(>tly. has not fate sei>arated us? Can
\.Mi have said. 'Sooner or later I must leave poor Claire;
^vliv not separate in time?" [ n-ad that tlioui:ht in the
e'rpths of your (yes. and went away to cry by mvself. Ifid-
iiiL' my tears from you! the first tears that I have shed for
- irrow for these ten years : I am too ])rnud to let you see them,
I'lit 1 did not reproach you in the least.

"Ves, you are ri^dit. ] ou-Iit not to be so selfish as to bind
•oiir lon<i- and brilliant c.Teer to my so-soon out-worn life.

. . And yet—how if I have been mistaken? How if 1

fave taken your love melancholy for a deliberation? Oh. riiv

i'lve. do not leave me in suspen^^e: puni'^h this jealous \\ife

• f yours, but <rive her itaek the seiwe of h<T love and yours;
:he whole woman lies in thai—that c(msci()usne.<s sanctifies
everything.

^^T^S^S!"^l^^^^^^^'r«e.,/>-;iM
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"Since your niothiT canic. siiuo you paid a visit to MUo.
do Hodiorc, 1 have l)ccn ^niawcd by ddiihts liisiioacring to us
both. .Make inc siiilVr for this, l)Ut do imt (Icccivc me; I want
to know everythin-,^ that your iiiotiier said ;> Uiat you
think I If you iiave iiesilated between some alternative and
nie, I give you back your Idjerty. ... 1 will not let you
know what ha])j)ens lo me; 1 will not she'd tears for vou to

see; only— I will not see you again. . . . Ah! I cannot
go on, my heart is breaking . . .

I Iiave been sitting benumbed and stupid for .<oine moments.
Dear love, I do not find that any feeling of pride rises against
you; you are so kind-hearted, so open; you would find it im-
possible to hurt me or to deceive me; and you will tell me
the truth, however cruel it may be. Do you wish me to en-

courage your confession? Well, then, heart of mine, I shall

ii.n<' comfort in a woman's thought. lias not the youth of

your being been mine, your sensitive, wholly gracious, beau-
tiful, and delicate youth:- Xo woman shall find henceforth
the (Jaston whom 1 have known, nor the delicious haj^piness

that he has given me. . . . Xo; you will never love again
as you have loved, as you love me now; n.), I shall never have
a rival, it is impossible. There will be no bitterness in my
memories of our love, and I shall think of nothing else. It

is out of your j)ower to enchant any woman henceforth bv the
childish provocations, the charming ways of a voung heart,

the soul's winning charm, the body's grace, the swift com-
munioii of rapture, the whole divine cortege of young love,

in fine.

"Oh, you are a man now, you will obey your destiny,

weighing and con.-ideriug all tilings. Vou will have cares,

and anxieties, and ambitions, and concerns that will roi) her

of the unehanging siiule lluit made your lips fair for me.
The tones that were a!way> so swret for me will be troubled
at limes; and your esc? that ligiued u|) with radiance from
heaven at the ^iglit of me, will often be iu.-lreless for her.

And besides, as it is impossible to love you as I luve you,
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VMU will never care for tliat woman as you have cared for
: .

Sill' will ncviT keep a coiiMaiit uatcli over herself as I
• ::!vc (lone; she will never study your happiness at every
i:."inriit with an iimiition wiiicli has never I'aih'd me. Ah,
}-.-. the man. ilu> heart and ^oul. which I shall have known
";11 exist no Inn-cr. I .-^hall hury iiini deep in niv memory,
Ni.it 1 may have the joy of him still; I shall live happy fn

' 'It lair past life of ours, a life hidden from all hut\>ur
inmost selves.

"Dear trea>ure of mine, if all the while no least Ihoupht
"i hberty has risen in your mind, if niv love is no l)arden'"on
vnii. if my fears are chimerical, if I ani still vour Eve—the
!i.' wonum in the world for you—come to me as soon as you

tiave read this letter, come quickly ! AIi. in one moment I will
;"ve you more than I have ever'loved you, I think, in these
nine years. After enduring the needless torture of these
'l"ubts of which I am accusing myself, everv added day of
invc, yes, every single day. will he a whole lifetime of liliss.

>.' speak, and speak ojienly; do not deceive me, it would be
a crime. Tell me. do you wish for your lilKrtv:- Have you
(nought of all that a man's life means:- Is there any regret
in your mind? Tliat / should cause you a regret! I should
'lie of it. I have said it: I love you enough to set your hap-
liuiess abvove mine, your life before my own. I.eave on one
-ide. if you can, the wealth of memories of our nine years'
:::inpiness, that they may not inllueiu'e your decision, but
S»'ak

:
I submit myself to you as to God', the one Consoler

"^iio remains if you forsake ine."

When Mme. de Beau.seant knew that her letter was in M.
<;c Xueil's hands, she sank in such utter prostration, the over-
I'rvssure of many thoughts so numbed her faculties, that she
M'emed almost drowsy. At any rate, she was suffering from
.! pain not always proportioned in its intensity to a woman's
Mrength; pain which worn -u alone know. And while the
unhappy Marquise awaited her doom, M. de Xueil, reading
'.XT letter, felt that he was "in a very dilHcult position," to
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Us;c the expression that young men ;i])[)ly to a crisis of this

kind.

By tiiis tiiiie ho had all Init yiddrd to hi.- inothcr'.-J inipor-

tuniti(.'.< and to thi' attractiniis of Mil.', dc la IJudii'Ti', a ^oini'-

what in.-ignilicant, piiik-and-wliilc yniint: ["T.-on. as straiLrht

as a pnjdar. It is true that, in afiordaii! !• with the rules laid

down for niarriagcahlc youu',' ladies, she .-cai'cclv opened her

mouth, hut her rent-rnll of forty thou-aud iivres spoke quite

sufllciently for her. Mine, de N'ueil. wiili a luother's sincere

affection, tried to entangle her son in virtuou- courses. SIh;

called his attention to tlie fact that it was a tlattering dis-

tinction to be i)referred hy Mile, de la iJodiere. who had re-

fused so many great matelies: it was (piite time, she urged,

that he should think of his future, sueii a good opportunity

might not repeat itselt', some day he wotdd have eiglitv thou-

sand Iivres of income fnuu land; money nuide anvthini,'

bearable; if Mmc. de Beauseant loved him for his own sake.

she ouglit to be the fir:4 to urge him to marry. In short, the

well-intentioned motluT forgot no arguments wiiich tlie

feminine intellect can bring to l)ear u])on tin. niasculin(> mind,
and by these means .-he had l)rought her son into a waverins:

condition.

Mme. de Beauseaiit's lett(T arrived just as (iaston's love

of her was holding out against the tenii)tations of a settled

life conformable to received idi'as. 'J'hat letter decided the

day. He made up his mind to break oil' with tlie Marquise
and to marry.

"One must live a man's life," said he to himself.

Then followed some inkling of the pain that this decision

would give to Mine, de Beauseant. The nian"s vanitv and
the lover's eonxienee further exagLrerated this pain, and a

sincere ])ity for her seized up(Ui him. All at once the im-
mensity of the misery became ap|)arent to him. and he

thought it necessary and eharitai)le to d(>aden th(> deadiv
blow, lie hoped to brim: Mmc. de ISeau-eant to a calm
frame of mind by graduallv reconciling her to the idea uf

separation; while .Mile, de la Rodiere. alwavs like a shadowv

i?#M>ji^>M-.-^ ," '>:\r; -\-i\- ^<^-ti^: A ":-,li«^-^^^i*' ''^'^i:^!^^:^^
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•:unl l)ct\voon thcni. should Ik' sacTificcd in her at first, onlv
'

'"' i"ip<»c'il iipoii li.T later. IIi> marria.irc should tako
:
:.iic later, in ol)odiciiof. to Mine, dc r..'ausrant"s o.\pn>ssi'd

M-h. Ho went so far as to cdist the Man|uisr's nohlonops
iiid pride and all the ,-rcat f|tialili(.s r,f her natur." to help

!
ini to sufcocd in this fonipassiftnatr dcsiLMi. Tic would write

.1 letter at onee to allay her suspicions. .1 letfrr.' For a
'iiiian with the most exquisite feminine pcncptiMU. as well
;;- tlie intuition of passionate love, a letter in it.-elf was a sen-
;- nee of death.

So when .Facipies eamo and hrou^ht Mnio. de Beauseant
.! sheet of pajier folded in a trian-le. she tremljled, ].oor
"oman, like a snared swallow. .\ mysterious sensation of

I

liysieal eold spread from head to foot, wrappins: li'-r about
sM an icy windin;: sheet. If he did not rush to Ikt feet, if he
iid not come to her in tears, and pale, and like a lover, she

:

new that all was lost. And yet. so many hopes ar(> there
n the heart of a woman who loves, that .«he is onlv slain bv

-•;ti) after stab, ami loves on till the last drop of "life-blood
drains away.

"Does madame need anything?" Jacques asked gently, as
ii'' went away.

'No," she said.

"Poor fellow I" she thought, brushing a tear from her eyes,
"lie gues.-^es my feelings, servant though he is

!"

She read: "My beloved, you are inventing idle terrors for
yourself

. . ." The Marquise gazed at the words, and a
^nick mist .spread before her eyes. A voice in her heart cried,
"ile lies!"—Then she glanced down tiie page with the clair-
\inant eagerness of pa.ssion, and read these words at the foot,
"X'lt/'ui// lias been dcridrd as ijrt . . ." Turnini: to the
"'her side with convulsive quickiic>s. she saw the niind of the
'•riter di.stinctly through the intricacies of the wording; this
as no spontaneous outburst of love. She crushed it in her
njjers, twisted it, tore it with lier teeth, thing it in the fire.

.!iid cried aloud. "Ah ! base that he is! 1 was his, and he had
ceased to love me !"

L
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Slio sank half dciid upnn the coiuli.

M. do NiK'il went out jis soiiti as lie iiad written his letter
When he i-aiiic hack. .Ia(i|n(s nu't him on the threshold wit!'

a note. "Machime hi Manjuisi' has hd'i thi- diateati," said

the man.

M. do Xueil, in amazement, l)n)ke the seal and read:

"M.VD.VMK,— If I rouhl reaso to love you, to take tlu'

ehanees of l)eromiii;_' an ordinary man which yon hold ,,ut

to me. Vim must admit that I should thorou^dilv deserve mv
fate. N'o, [ shall not do a> you hid me: the oath of fidelity

which I swear to you shall only he ahsolved hy death. .Mil
take my life, unless indeed you do not fear to earrv a remorse
all through your own ..."

It wa.s his own letter, written to the .Manpiise as she set

out for (u'neva nine years hefore. At the foot of it ("laire do
Bourfrogne had written, "Monsieur, you are free."

M. de .\iieil Went to his mothiT at .Manerville. In less

than three weeks he married Mile. Stephanie de la Hodiere.

If this commonplace story of real life (>nded here, it would
be to some extent a sort of mystification. The first man you
meet can tell you a hetter. But the widespread fame of the
cata.strophc (for, unhappilv, this is a true tale), and all the
memories which it may arouse in those who have known the
divine delights of infinite passion, and io.st them hy their own
deed, or through the cruelty of fate,—these things mav per-

haps shelter the story from criticism.

.Mme. la Manpiise de Beauseant never left Vallerov after
her parting fro-i M. de Xueil. After his marriage she still

continued to livc there, for some inscrutai)Ie woman's reason;
any woman is at liherty to assign the one which most appeals
to her. Claire ile Hoiirgogne lived in such complete retire-

ment that none of the .H-rvants. save Jacijues and her own
woman, ever saw their mistress. She required absolute si-

vr::v;
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Iriur all about her, and only left licr nxnii to po to tlio ctiai.c!

.n tho Valloroy estate, whither a nei^'hluuinK priest eanie to

siy mass ovpry niorninj,'.

The Conite de N'lieil sank a few days after his inarriajre
into soniethin;: like eonjiipil apathy, which mipht be intcr-

(ir.ted to mean happiness or unhappiiiess e(|iially easily.

"My son is perfectly hai)py," his mother said everywhere.
Mine, (iastoii de .\ueil. like a <rreat many yoimi: women,

was a rather colorless character, sweet and pas.sive. \ month
iificr her marrianfc she had expectations of becomin;: a
mother. All this was quite in accordance with ordinary
\iews. M. de \ueil was very nice t(» her; but two months
Ht'ier his separation from the .Marquise, he <:rew notably
tti.mphtful and abstracted. But then he always had been
>' rious. his mother said.

After seven months of this tepid happiness, a little thin^,'

(Mcurred, one of those seemin^dy small matters which imply
r^uch great development of thought and such widespread
trouble of soul, that (mly the bare fact can be recorded; the
interpretation of it must be left to the fancy of each indi-
vidual mind. One day. when M. de Xueil had been shooting
"ver the lands of Manerville and \'alleroy. he crossed Mme.
<ii' Beauseant's park on his way home, summoned Jacques, and
uiien the man came, asked him. "Whether the Marquise was
as fond of game as ever?"

Jacques answering in the aflfirraative, Gaston offered him
.'! good round sum (accompanied by plenty of specious rea-
'"iiing) for a very little service. Would he set aside for the
Marquise the game that the Count would bring? It seemed
!" .Jacques to be a matter of no great imi)ortance whether
'hr partridge on which his mistress dined had been shot by
':'T keeper or by M. de Xueil. especially since the latter par-

iilarly wished that the Marquise should know nothing
luiout it.

"it was killed on her land." said the Count, and for some
Jacques lent himself to the harmless deceit. J)av after

'MV M. de Nueil went shooting, and came back at dinner-

n,:rlArry^
. ''ui*- wssnns.Jri" '^:!?Kf?Y'".s^^aE^
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tiiiK with iin empty l.fi;:. A wliolc week went hv in tliis wmv
(i!ist(-n '^rcw Ik. Id cm uirli to'uritc ,i Inm^r letter to tlir Mnr
quise, and luid it cdnvcycd to Ikt. It wms rctnrrir.l to hi,,

unnpcncil. Till' .M;in|iiiH'"- .-rr\.iiit lirniiL'lii ii ; ,i<-k .•il.nni

ni.trlitf.ill. 'I'lic Coimt. sittiiiLr in tli.' ilniu itiir-rnom !i-.tcnin'..'

wliilc Iiis wife nt the jiiiitio iiiiiULrl.'d n rn/irirc of IJoroM'-
Htiddcnly sprMii-r up iiiul nislird out to the M;in|uiM'. as if Ik

Ten- (lun^r to an a.-i-nation. II. dallied throiiLdi a uvll-

known pap into tlic park, and went sl<»\vly aloiitr tiic avcniies

Htoppinir now and aixain for a littlr to still the loiid hcMtinu
of his heart. Smothered sounds as he eanie nearer tin

chateau told him that the s(>rvants must lie at supper, and
he went straight tf> Mmo. de MeauseantV room.

Mmo. do Bean.seant never left her hrdrooin. M. de Xiifi!

could pain the doorway without nuikinp the sliuditest sound
There, hy the lipht of two wax candles, he saw the thin, whiti'

Marqui.«e in a preat armchair: her head w;is howed. ]\or IuuhN
lump li.-ticssly. her eyes pazinp lixcdly al -omc oh.ject which
she did not seem to see. Her whole attitmle spoke of hope-
less pain. There was a vapne somethinir like hope in her hear-

ing, hut it was impossii)le to say whither Claire de I'lourpoirne

was looking—forwards to the tomh or hackwards into the

past. IVrhaps M. de Xueil's tears glittered in the deep
shadows; perhaps hi.s hreathing sounded faintlv: perhaps
unconsciously he trendjlod, or again it may have heen impos-
sible that he shoidd stand there, his presence unfelt hy that

quick sense whj. h grows to he an instinct, the glorv. the de-

li.irht, the proof of perfect love. However it was, .Mme. d(>

Boauscant slowly turned lier face towards the doorway, ami
beheld her lover of bygone day.s. Then (Jaston de .Vueil came
forward a few paces.

"If you come any further, sir." e.xclaimeil the Marquise.
growing paler. "I shall tling myself out of the window!"

She sprang to the window, tlung it open, and stood with
one foot on the ledge, her hand upon the iron balustrade, her
face turned towards (laston.

"Go out ! go out !" she cried, "or I will throw myself over."



IIIE HESEnTEn V )MAN 341

At flint (Irt'anfiil
< ry 1' s.rvant> l.,-;.!! to stir, nn-l M. d,.

Niicil lied like a riiiiiriiil

When he rcach.Ml his hnnw a-, in lie uTotr a f.nv linos and
-IV,. th. ,n to hi^ ..wri .nan. ti'llin- In... t;, -iv.- the Uu-r him-
-'^ mtc. Mnic. .!.. n.'au-.'.infs han.:., and (.. sav that it waa
.
'.><uhr of Iif,. nd d..at!i f,.r h:s tn ^tor. Tlic mosscngor
Mt. d, d,. \,n il v.vnt ',ack to th^ d.rauinL'-ro.,ni where

= - uif was still 1; ird.-rin- tho Caprir.-. and sat d.,«n to wait
I:

.
til,, answer anio. An liuur lator. when tho Caprtcr had

''!'• to an end. and tho husband and wif- sat in silon-o on
'

!
!".s,ti. PHk's of the hearth, tho man canK- l.a.k from Valle-

rv and j^'avc his master his own letter, unopened.
M. .lo N'lw d wont into a small room hovorid the drawinp-

room. where h<' had left his rifle, and shot himself.
'i"he swift and fatal ondinrr of the drama, eontrarv as it ig

to all the hahits of younp France, is o,dy what miVht have
' n ovped.d. Those who have closely observed, or known
f •• themselves by dcdieions experience, all that is meant by the

feet union of two boinirs. will understand Caston de
il^ suicide perfe, fly well. .\ Woman does not bend and

' '•'I herself in a <lay to the caprices of pa ion. The
['isure of lovinj:. like some rare flower, needs the ino«t
in ful m-.tiuity of culture. Time alone, and two .<=oul3
•nined each to each, can discover all its re, rces. and call

• •
' beinjr all the t<'nder and delicate deli-hts for which we

re steeped in a thousand .superstitions, inuunnin- them to
(• inherent in tii.- hear: that lavishes them upon us. It is
r' - wonderful response of one nature to another, this

irious i)elief. this certainty of (indimr peculiar or excessive
\'pmv<< in ilie presence of on,, we low. that accounts in

>r[ for perdurable attachments and loni^dived pa.«sion. If a
->nian posse--ses the wnius ,,i her -ex.' love nover comes to

.1 matter of use and wont. She brintrs all her heart and
un to love, clothes her teiidernes- lu forms so varied, there
-uch art in her 11 ..st natural moments, or so mieh nature

' tier art, that m absence ii r memory is alniu=t as putent as
16

\
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her i)ri'S{>ii(<'. All ntlnr wo ti arc as .-hinlows corii'

pa roil with h, r. Nut until «v have lost or known the dn-ad
of losiiij,' a I'lv." so va>t aid ;.'! .iinus. <!() wi- pri/c it at its just
worth. An.

I
if a man who has once possrs.-cd this love shuts

himself out frum it hy lii> own ad and died, and sinks tn

some lovclos iiiaiii;i:;i' : if l,y >oiiir iiK idcnt. hidden in thi'

obscurity of married life, the woman with whom he hoped tn

ku()w the same felicity makes it clear that it will never bo
revived f.r him; if. with the sweetness of divine love still on
his lips, he has d-alt a deadly wounc! to hrr. his wife in

truth, whom he forsook for a -orial chimera.— then he must
eitlier die or take refiip' in a materialistir. selfish, and heart-
less piiilosophy, from whieh impassioned bouIs shrink in
horror.

As for Mme. de Reauseant, she doubtless did not imagine
that her friend's despair eoul.l drive him to suicide, when ln'

had drunk deep of lovo for nine years. Possibly she may
have thoupiit that she alone was to" suffer. At any rate, she
did quite rightly to refu.<e the most luimiliatin-i of all posi-

tions; a wife may stoofi for weighty social reasons to a kind
of compromise which a Jiiistress is bound to hol.l in abhor-
rence, for in the purity of her passion lies all its justification.

Anooi'lImk, September 1832.
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U GRENADI^RE

To D. W.

\j\ (jRE.NAUifeKK is i( little hmis*" on the right bunk of tho
!^>ir.' as you go down streaiii. iiltoul a mile hi-low tlio bridge
"f 'J'ours. At this point the river, broad as a hike, and eov-
•'d with scattered green ishmds. ti<>ws between two lines of
'iilF. where country houses built uniformly id" wliite stone
-!;uid among their gard.'ns and vineyards." '{'lie Ihiest fruit
HI the world ripens there with a soiilhern exposure. The
[latient toil of many generations has cut terraces in the clifT,

.-' that the fa.-e of the rock rellecfs the rays of the sun. and
the produce of hot climates may be grown out of doors in an
artihcially high temperature.

.\ church spire, rising out of one of the shallower dips in
the line of ditf. marks the little village of Saint-Cyr, to which
the scattered hou.-es all belong. And yet a little further the
Choisille flows into the Loire, through a fertile valley cut in
the long low downs.

La (Jrenadiere it.self. half-way up the hillside, and about
;i hundred paces from the cliurch, is one of tho.se old-
fashioned houses dating back some two or three hundred
vears, which you find in every picturescjue spot in Touraine.
.\ fissure in the rock affords convenient space for a flight of
teps descending gra<lually to the -dike*"—the local name
tor the embankment made at the foot of the clilFs to keep
:!ie Ijoire in its bed. and serve as a cau.<eway for the highroad
from Paris to Nantes. At the top of the steps a gati; opens
upon a narrow stony footpath between two terraces, for here
w'e soil is banked up, and walls are built to prevent landslips.
These earthworks, as it were, are crowned with trellises and

(•-'43)
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e?pnlior?, ?o tliat tho steep pntli that lie? at the foot of the
upper wall is almost hidden \>y the trers (hat irmw on the t

•"

of the lower, upon which it lies. Tho view of the riwr
widens out bel'^re yon at everv step ;. , you elind) to the h'.,i-<'

At the end you eome to a >rc-..nd -iiteway. a (lothie areli-

way eovet-ed With siiujile nrnaiiirnt. now eruiiiMinir into r:!iii

and overirne ,1 with wildflowers— moss and ivv. wallflowr-
and pellitorv. Kvci-y >t.me wall on the iiillside is decked with
this inei-adiealile plant-lire, which sprin-s up alouL' t!i>'

crack.- between the cour.-es of ma.-onry. tracing: out the linos
afce.-h with n.'W wivalhs for every time of vear.

The worm-eaten -ate -ives into a lit(l.> pirdcn. a strip of
turf, a few frees, and a wilderness of flowers atid rose busli^^
--a ;rarden won from the rock on the hiirhe.-t terrace of ,ill,

with the dark, old l)alustrade uloii;: its ed^rp. Opposite tb^
pateway. a wood(>n >umnier-hou~e stand- au'ainst the nei.'h-

borinir wall, the posts are < overtd witli jessamine and honev-
suekie, vines and clematis.

The house its.^lf stands in the middle of this hiirhest irar-

den, above a vine-eov(>re(l fli-lu of -teps. with an an-li-d
doorway beneath that \e:u\< to vast cellar^ hollowed r.ut in

the rock. All ai)out the dwellniL;- trelli^ed vines and pomo-
frranate-trecs (the (jrrnadirrs. which ;'ive the name to the
little close) are -rrowinj: out in the open air. The front 'i'

the hou;-e cottsists of two lar-e windows on either side of a
very rustie-lookin-r house door, and three dormer windows in

the roof— ii slate roof with two cables. prodii:ioiisly hiirh-
pitehed in proportion to the low ,-:rouiid-tloor^ The house
walls are washed with yellow (clor; and door, and first-floor
shutters, and the Venetian shatters of the attie windows, all

are jiainted <freen.

Entering.' the house, vou find yourself in a little lobby with
a crooked -taircase -traiLdit in front of vou. It is a era/v
wooden structure, the spiral balusters are brown with a<re. ami
the steps iliem-elves take a new anirle at every turn. The
preat old-fa'^liioned paneled ilininur-room, floored with stpiare
wiiite tiles from Chateau-He^mault. is on vour ri<rlit ; to the
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'. II : ihc pittinp-rooni, eciually larfro, but liore the walls are
' ! r.iii'liMJ: tlicy have hivn fovcivd instead with a safTron-
-.Idi'cd paiHT, Ijonleivd witli irrccn. '['he walnut-wood rafters
.,rr left visible, and the interveniui: >]mv> filled with a kind
"{ white J)! aster.

'I'lir first stnrv consists of two larp' whitewashed hed-
•-orns with stone (hiinney-j)ieees. less elaborately carved than
itiose in the rooms beneath. Kvery door and window is on

ic south side of the house, save a sin.irle door to the north,
- Titrived bi'hind the staircase to irive access to the vineyard.
\i:ainst the western wall stands a supplementary timber-
anied stnicture. all the woodwork e\{)osed to the weather

'riuis iledired with >lates. so that the walls are checkered
A nil bluish lines. This .-bed (for it is little more) is the
iiihcn of tile establishiuent. You can pass from it into the
'iwe without .-rnin<r outride: but. nevertheless, it boasts an

' ntranc(> door of its own. and a short tli^dit of step? that
•rinirs you to a deep well, and a very rustical-lookin<: pump,
I'nli hidden by water-plants and savin bushes and tall

r;i--es. The kitchen is a modern addition, provini,' bevond
doubt that La (irenadiere was originally nothinjr but a simple

NiltUHfroir—a vintaire-house beloni^in^tr to townsfolk in
T^urs. from which Saint-Cyr is separated by the vast river-

• d of tfie Loire. The owners only canie over for the day for
Micnic, or at the vinta.ire-time, sendiiiir provisions across in

'ii.' mornin^r, and scarcely ever spent the niirht there except
hirin-r the prape harvest: but the Kn<rlish settled down on
!
liuraine like a cloud of locusts, and La (irenadiere must, of
ursc. be completed if it was to find t-mants. Luckily, how-

' v.T, this recent ai)pen(la<Te is hidden from sipht bv the first

uo trees of a lime-trci' avenue jilanted in a gully below the
Mueyards.

There are only two acres of vineyard at most, the irrouiid
i>in<r at the back of the housi' .<o steeply that it is no very
a-y matter to scramble up among the vines. The slope,
-vered with green trailing .shoots, ends within alnnit five

•
el of the house wall in a ditch-like passage alwavs damp and

^
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cold and full of strong growing green things, fed bv the
drainage ..f the higiily cultivated ground above, for 'rainv
weather wa.-he.s down tlie manure into the garden on thi-
terraee.

A viuedresMT's cottage aha lean., against the western
gabJe, and is in s..ine sort a continuation of tti<- kitchen
Stone walls or e.^palicrs surround the pn.pcrtv. and all sorts
ol 'ruit-tices aiv j.lantcd among the vines, in slmrt, not an
jii'li ol thi> ].re(iou> >o,l ,s wa>te.!. If |,v .Iiance man over-
looks some dry cranny m the rock>. Nature puts in a tig-
tree, or sows wiMlioucrs or strawherrie,- in sheltered nooks
among tiie stones.

Nowhere else in all the world will von find a humar
dwelling so humi.le an<l yet ,m, imposing, s,. rich in fruit, and
Iragrant scent.s, and wide views of countrv. Here i^ a minia-
ture T'..uraine in t!-.' li, art c,f Touraine—all its flowers and
fruits and all the (•li,.racteri..tic heautv of the land are fullv
represented. Here are grapes of ev.TV district, Hgs anil
peaches and j.ears of every kind: niel. -us are grown out of
doors as easily as licorice plants. Spanish broom, Italian
oleanders, and jessamines from the .\zores. The Loire lies at
your feet. Von look down from the terrace upon the ever-
changing river nearly two hunrlred f.rt below; and in the
evening the breeze brings a fresh .-cent of the sea. with the
fragrance of far-otf llowers gathered npon its wav. Some
cloud wandering in space, changing its <-olor and form at
every moment as it crosses the pun" blue of the skv. can
alter every detail in the widespread wonderful landscape in
a thousand ways, from every point of view. The eye em-
braces first of all the south bank of the Loire, stretchin-
away as far as Amboise. then Tours with its suburbs and
buildings, and the PlesMs rising out of the fertile plain-
further away, between X'ouvray and Saint-Svnphorien. you
see a sort of crescent of gray cliff full of sunnv vin.'vards:
the only limits to your view are the low. rich hills alons the
("her. a bluish lim- of horizon broken bv manv a chateau
and the wooded masses ot many a park. Out to the west vou
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lose yourself in the imnieuso river, where vessels eo.iie ml
-: sprea.iu- ihe.r white sails to the winds whi.l, -eh!...,, fail
:ne.a in the wide Loire hasin. A prinee nu;.rl,t l,„jl,l a sum-
:i.<r palaee at La (Jrenadiere, hut eerlainlv it will always he
• - h-nie ol a puefs de>ire, and the sweetest of retreat; f„r
•'"," •^"'""-, lovt-rs-for this vintaKe house, which h..i,.„.^- to a
M,l.stant.al hurgess of Tours, ha> eharins h-r everv ,„K,..,na-
'"", lor the hun.hlesl and dullest as well as for th,. mo.t
iiMpassioned and lufty. No one ean ,iw,.ll (L.t.- without
i'vhiiii that happiness is in the air, without a .rlimp.e nf all
uua IS nieant by a peaceful life without eare or ainhiuon
Inere ,s that in the air and the sound of the rive- that .ets
HI dreaming; the sands have a lan^n^.e. and are jnvousr dreary, golden or wan; and the owner of the vinevard

n:ay sit nu,tionless amid perennial flowers and tempting
!niit, and leel all the stir of the world ahout him

It an Englishman takes the house for the summer he i.-d a thousand franes for six months, the produee of the
w,';."yard not included. If the tenant wishes for tl... on.hard-nt th.. rent is douhled ; for the vintage, it is douhled a^,in
\wiat ean La Grenadiere !)e worth, vo,, wonder- La (Jrena-
^•n>. with Its stone staircase, its beaten path and triple te'r-
r.ee. Its two acres ,d' vineyard, its flowering roses ahout the
.i.ustrades. its worn steps, well-head, ranipant clematis and-mopohtan trees? It is idle to make a hid! La (Jreni-
.re will never be in the market; it was hou.-ht once an<l
-h hut that was in l(if)(); and the owner parted with it
r forty thousand francs. r(«Iuctant as anv Aral, of the desert

: '
relinquish a favorite horse. Since then it has remained

M the same family, its pride, ,ts patrimonial jewel it< Ho-
nt fiiamond. 'AVhile you behold, you have an.l hold.- <avs
< bard. And from La (irena<liere vou behold three valleV^
louraine and the cathedral towers aloft in air like'a

t filigi-ee work. How can one pav for such treasure. '•'

idd one ever pay for the health recovered there un.ler the
nden-trees?

in the spring of one of the brightest years of the Kestora-
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tion, a lady with her liouM'la'cpcr and hor two ohildron (the
nl(l('-t a Imiv liiiitcfii vcar,-- nld, ilif y(Hin;:f>t a|i[iaiviillv alinn;

f'i;,dit ) cariK- to 'I'ours to look for a house. She saw La Grcna-
ditTO and took it. I'crliaji.- the (!i>iaiiii' from the town was
an induceiiiont to live there.

She made a lieilroom of the drawing'- room, ;j'ave the chil-

dren the two niom> al)u\e. and (he housekeeper slept in a

closet behind the kitchen. The dinm-,'-room was sittin;;-

room an<l (irawin;,^-rnimi all in one f.ir the little familv. The
liou.-e was fiirni.-hed very sirii]>l\ hut ta>tefully: liiero was
nothin;,'- supcrlluous in it, and no trace of lu.xurv. The wal-

nut-wou(i furniture ciin>cii liy the siranu^er ladv was |)erfeetlv

plain, and the whole i harm of i he hou-e conr-i.-ted in its neat-

ness and harmony with its .-urrouniiinu's.

It was rather dillicult, thci'crnre, to sav whether the

strange lady (.Mme. \\il|cm>ctis. as she styled herself) he-

lon^H'd to the upper middle or higher classes, or to an equivo-

cal, unclassified feminine specie's. Her plain dross ^'ave rise

to the most contradictory suppositions, hut her manners
uii^ht he held to conllrni tho.se favorable to her. She had not

lived at Saiut-Cyr, niore()\er, for scry lonjr before h(?r reserve

exoiteil the curiosity of idle people, who alwavs. and espe-

cially in the country, watch anybody or anvthing thar

promi.-es to hrini: ~orue interest into their narrow lives.

Mine. Willem-ens was rather tall: >be was thin and slen-

der, itut delicately sliaped. She had pretty feet, more re

markable for the srrace of the instep and ankle tlc.ii for the

more ordinary merit of >lendcrnes-: her gloved hands, toe.

were shapely. There were llittim: patches of deep red in a

pale face, which must have been fresli ami .-iifilv colored once

Premature wrinkles had witliered the delicately modeled

forehead beneath the coronet nf -oft. well-set chestnut hair,

invariably wound ai)out her head in two plaits, a girlish

I'oilfurc which suited the uielancholy face. There was a de-

ceptive look of calm in the dark evi>s, with the ho,.,,w,shadowv

circles about them: soiuctimes, when ,-be was off her ^uard.

their expression told of s(c;-et anguish. 'I'he oval of her face
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w s .omowhat long; but happiness anJ lu-al.h had perhaps
'l-'l "n'i i..r e. ie<l the outlin.s. A i'.nxvd s.u.le, full of

,u,el sac ness, hov.Te.l eoni,n„aIiv en her pale l,ps; hut wheni" c.h.hlren. who were always w„h h,r, N.nke.i up at their
m'.ther, or asked one of the ineessant idle .p.esfons which"vey so mueh to a .uother's ear., then the .,nile hrlH.tened
nW -xpre^ed the j„y. of a n.o.h.rV love. Hor ;:ai. wa^
-^ nnd d,.mif,ed. Her -In., never varied : evidc^nlv she

' " niade up h.T nnnd m think no ,uore of Iut toilr-tte and
.. h.rget a world l,v whieh she meant no .jouht to ho' for-
- 'tten. She wnre a lonpr. hiaek ,,^own. confined at the waist
- :. watered-Mlk nhl.un. and hy way of searf a laun hand-
rehief with a hroad hem. the tun ends passe.i carelessly

•nrouoh her waisthand. Th- in>tinet of dress >howed itn-lf
•
that she was .laintdy shnd. and ;:ray >,lk st..ekin-. ,.arried

it he .«u<,-estion of nionrnin- in this unvarvin- eostu.no
lja>tly. she always wore a ho„„,, .rt.r .he Kn-lish fashion'
-'wnvs ol the same shape and the >an,e ,.rav n.ateru.l. and

I'lafk v(Ml. Her health apparently was extre.nelv weak--" looked very ill. On fine ev.nm.^s >he wunld fake her
n.y walk, down to tlio hrld.^. of Tours, hrin-^nni: the two
iHldron w.th her to i,reath,. the fresh, eool air alon^' the

I -"I re. and to watch "

the Bi

the sun-.-t etl'eel.-

y of Xaples or the Lake uf (

on a lanilseape as wide

l'urin<r the whole time of

O'Ueva.

\vi nt hnt t

her Slav at I

wiee into 'J'ours
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d' the school, to ask h

once to call on the liea • Imaster

!ia>t"rs of

ini to ,<:ivt> her the nam
I in. (irawinir. and math

u" tl le >est
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almost al
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ono or two of his friond? that the nanio under which the

slraiiL'iT had si^'ncd the Irasc (her real iiaiiic, thcrffurc, in

ail proi)al)ilit_v) was Aufrusta Willcmscns, Countoss of Bran-
diin. 'I'hi-. of course, must he her luishand's iiaiuf. Kvcuts.

which will he narrated in tlieir place, conlirniod this revela-

tion; hut it. Went no further than the little world of men of

husiiic-s known to the landlord.

So Madame Wilk'in.-ens was u continual mystery to people

of condition. Hers was no ordinary nature; her niannera
were ^iin[ile and delijrhtfully natural, the tones of her voice

were divinely sweet,—this was all that she suffered others

to discover. In her complete .seclusion, her .sadness, her

heauty so passionately ohscurcd, nay, almost hli^hted, there

was M) much to charm, that .several youn^' frentlemen fell in

love; !iut tlie more sincere the lover, the more timid he be-

came; and ht'sides. the lady inspired awe, and it was a dilti-

cult matter to lind enoui:li couratrc to speak to her. Kinallv.

if a few of the holder .<ort wrote to her, their letters mus
have bien burned unread. It was Mnie. Willem.seris" prac-

tice to throw all the letters which she received into the fire,

as if she meant liuit the time spent in Touraine should be

untroubled by any outside c?'-'^.- even o' the slij;htest. She
miirht have come to the enchanting ret eat to give herself

up wholly to the joy of living.

'i'iie three masters who.se presence was allowed at La Grena-

diere spoke with something like admiring reverence of the

touciimg picture that they saw there of the close, unclouded
intimacy of the life led by this woman and the cliildren.

The two little boys also arou.sed no small interest. Mothers
could not .-ee ihem uiihoul a feeling of envy. Both childn-n

were like Mme. \\'iJicm?ens. who was, in fact, tlicir mother.
'I'hcy had the tran>i)arent comj)le\ion and bright color, the

clear, liipiid eyt's, the long la.-hes, the fresh outlines, the daz-

zling characteristics of childish beauty.

Tile elder, Louis-(iasiou. had dark liair and fearless eyes.

Everything about him s])nke as plaiidy of robust, physical

iieallli as his broad, higli brow, with its gracious curves, spoke

1 . M
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..f onerpj' of character. lie was ,,uick an.] alert .n l>i. nmvo-
:.:.nt>, and strnnj: of li,,,!,. w,thn„t a ,racc uf aukwar.lncss
Nnthin^r took h.rn at nnawarcs, and he .oon.cd to think ahowt

• \<rvthing that lie saw.

^•''""-•/"'^ton, tin. other child, had hair that was almost
: .1. .-n, thou^d. a l.H.k hero and th.rc had deepened to the
•nn.hers chestnut tint. .Mari.-Cia.^tun was slender: he hadme d,.K.ate features and the subtle j:ra.e so ,.haru,in.' in
M'".;. \ .ilemsens. H.. dnl no, look Mron^. Ther. was a-vntle look m his ^^ray vy..: his faee w:,s pa!., there

iMir ,n lonj^, wavy curls, and his mother w.udd not i,ave him
.-ive up en.broHlered collars, and little jackets fa^tene,' with.To.s and sp.ndh-shaped buttons: evidentlv she took a thor-uphly femm.ne pleasure in the co.tun.e, aVource of as nu>ch
i'.tenvst o the mother as to th.> chil.l. The elder bov's plain-Inte collar, turned down over a clo..Iv tittin. jac-ket mrie
'
<;..ntrast w.th h,s brother's dot tun,, but the color a H n a•nal were the same: the two brothers were o.herwL

'iressed alike, and looked alike.

\o one eould see then, without feelm^r touched bv the
'•^ay ,n wluch Louis took care of Marie. There wVs ananno.t fatherly look H. the older boy's cv.-s: a^.d^L"
y'nid thou^rh he was. ..eemed to be full "of .gratitude to-uis Ihey wc.e like two buds. ..,rcely separa^.d from the^U-m that bore them, swayed by the ..ame bre.,,, hin.^ in the-'ue ray of sunlight

: but the one was a bp,.h.h^co!ored
-1-wer the other somewhat bleached an.l ,,al... \, a Hanee
'
word, an inflection in their mother-s v,ue. . rhev - w heed-

;;<l. turned to look at her and listened, and did at'-iue what
;->.}- were bidden, or asked, or recommended to do Mme
-^ i lem.sens had so accuston.td th, ,„ to understand her wishes
Hid desires that the three seemed t<. have their thoudiis in-'nmon. When they went for a walk, and ,he chd.livn. ab-rbed in their play, ran away to gather a tlower or to look at-me insect, she watched them with sucii de. p „.nderne<s in
-Teyes, that the most indifferent passer-bv would feel moved

f
I
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and Htop and ^miU• at tln' cliililn'ii, ami ^'ivp tlu- iiidtlicr ^i

^'laiio' (if I'li'iidly J:rl•^tln^^ Who would imt iiavc adiiiin'<l th"

daiiiiv licit iii>> of their drc^s, ihiir >wcct, cliihlish vniccs, the

tsviui' n\' tlicir iiin\ciiniu,-, the |iri>mis(' iii tlicir faces, the in-

iiiiti' .-(iiiicthin;: that t"ltl of tarfful traiiiiiij: from the cradli'':'

Thiv H'l iiic(l iis if ihi'V had never shed tears nor wailed tike

othrr iluhlreii. Tiii'ir nmlliir kiirw. a~ it were, by elec-

tricailv ^wiii iiituitinii, the di>in'> and the jiains which she;

aiiticitiated and rdiivid. She Mcnu'd to dread a complaint

from Mile i.f ihcm more than the loss of her soul. Kvervthint^

in her children did honor to their mother's training:. Their

threrC(jld life, seemingly one life, called up vairue. fond

lhou,ullt^, it wa- liki' a vi.-ion of the dreamed-of Idiss of a

hittir uorld. And the throe, so attuneil to each other, lived

in truth ^uch a life as one miirlit picture for them at fifr^t

si^ht—the Midrred, >i!iip!e, ami regular life best suited for

a child's education

IJolli children rose an hour after daybreak ami repeated

a .-hort prayer, a habit learned in their babyhood. For

seven vear> the .-incere petition hail been put up every morn-

\w^ oil i.heir mother's bed. and bei,'un ami ended by a kiss.

Then the two brothers went tlirough their mornini: toilet

as scrupuloii.-ly as any pretty woman; doiihtle>is they had

been trained in haiuts of minute atit'iition to the person, mi

neee>sarv to healtli of body and mmd, iialtits in som(> sort

conducive to a miisc of wciUieinjX- ('onscieiiliou-ly they went

thronj^h their duties, .-o afraid were tlu'y le-t tin ir moilier

>hoiild >av when she kissed tlieni at breakfast-time, ".Mv

darliiiL' children, where can vou have lieen to have siieii

black linp'r-nails already 'r" Then the two went out into

the jrarden and shook oil' ihe dream- of the night in the

morninir air and dew, until sweeping and ducting operation^

were completed, and tluy could learn their lessons in the

sitting-room until their mother joined them. Hut although

it was understood that they must not go to their mother's

room before a certain hour, they peeped in at the door con-

tinuallv: and these mornim; inroads, made in defiance of
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tlif criirinal conipnct, wtTc dfliciniis mntnonfs f..r a!! thrci'.

M.ini' .-[iranj: upon the Ihm! (.. put his arm- almiu \[]< i(|,,lizt.,l

:!. Miller, and l.niiis, kmcliii;: liv lln' pillow, took iicr iiaml in
'!iv 'I'licn lainr incpiiric^. aiiMou.- as a lovrr",-. folloucil hy
.(ii-i'lic lau;riitcr. pas.-ionatc chiiiii.-h kis.-o. rlocpiciit >ilt'n(rs,

.i-pin^' words, and tlu' littk' oiu^' storios iiil^Tniptcd and
M >uin('d bv a kis.-. stories seldom linislicd. tliou^di tlio

iMciutV intcri'st never Tailed.

"Have you heen lndu^l^ious:' tin'ir mother wouid a>k,
Mit in tones M) .sweet and so kimlly thai ^lle se.nied ready
;! pity lazine.«s as a mi.sl'ortuiie. and to ^dance throp^di tears

• ii the chdd who was salistied with hitn.-i'lf.

She knew tiiat tlie tliou<,dit of |)leasin^' lier y)ut energy
Mto tile ciiildren's work; and tiiey knew that their mother
ii\ed for them, and that all her thou^dits and lur time were
L'lveii to tliem. .\ wonderful instinct. neiiiuT st'ltislii?ess nor
niiM.n. perhaps the tir.-t innocent begiiinin,i.'s of .-eiitiinent,

taciies children to know whether or uo thev are the first

ind .sole tliou^dit. to ilnd out tho.^e who love to think of theiii

!iid for them. l\' you really love cluldreii. the dear little

lies, with open hearts and unerring: sen.se cd' justice, are inar-
" lou-l\ ready to resj)ond to love. 'J'lieir lo\e knows pa<siou
iiid Jcalou^y and the most >rracious delicaev of feelnii:; thev
iiiid the temieiest words of e\pre>.-ion ; the\ trust vou —put
111 entire belief in you. I'erhaps there are no undutiful
tiildreii without undiiiiful mothers, for a child's alfection
- alway^ in proportion to the alfeclion that it receives ia
arly (an-, in the lir.-t words that it hears, in tlie response
r the eyes to which a child tir>t looks for Idvc and life. .Ml

•he-e thin;:s draw them closer to the mother or drive thom
.part, tiiul lays the child under the inother's heart, that
Me may learn that for a hm- iime to come her heart must
'' its home. And yet— there arc mothers cruelly slighted,
Mothers whose -uhlime, pathetic tendernc» meets oiilv a
lar.-h return, a hideous m<,rralitude which shows how dilli-

iih It IS to lay down hard-and-fast rules in matters of feel-
ing.

1% i
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Hero, nnt (ino of all the tlKuisniid heart tics that hind child

and tiinthiT Imd Kicn lirnkcn '['he llircc wore alono in tho

world; t!ic\ lived line life, a life uf riosc svrii|>athv. If Mnio.

Wdli I '-III- u;|. silent in tho niornin;.'. Louis and Marie

would rinf speak, resjx'ftin;; overvthinji in hor. ovon those

thi'!i::hl> uiiiili liiev dii! n.>t ^liare. Hut tlie older hoy, witli

a pre(ii(ioii> [luwer of tl Mi^iit. wonhl not ro^t fiatisficd with

his mother's assertion tli;it sho was perfcrtlv well. He
seani d her faee with imea-y forehodinjrs ; the exact (hui'.'er

he ilid n it know, Imt dimly he felt it threatenin? in those

purple riii'.i^s alioiit her eyes, in the deepening hollows under

them, and the fevt rish red tlia.' deepened in her face. If

MarieV pl.iv i)ei:an to tire jier. his sensitive fact was quick

to discover this, and he wmild call to his hrother:

"Clinic. Marie! jet is run in to l)reakfast, I am hunjrrv
!"

I?iit when tlii'y reached the door, he would look hack to

catch the e\pre--ion on hi- mother's face. She still coujil

find a smile for him. nay. often there were tears in her eves

when ime little thiuL' revealed her child";-: exquisite feel-

injr. a i"o earl comprehension of sorrow,

Mnio. Willem-ens drc>sed durini' the chihlren's early

breakfast and L'ame of flay, she was coquettish for her dar-

ling- . she wished to he jileasinir in their oyos; for them she

woulil fain lie in all thinu's lovely, a ^'racious vision, with

the charm of some sweet jierfunie of which one can never

have enouj:h.

She was always dressed in time to hear their lessoi' .

which lasted from ten till three, with an interval at n^ n

for 1 inch, the three takin;; the meal together in the sumnier-

housc. After lunch the children played for an hour, while

she

—

niior woman ;ind happy mother—lay on a lon<z sofa in

the >iiuimer-house. so placed that she could look out over the

soft, ever-elianiiini: country of Touraine. a land that vnu

learn to see afresh in all the thousand chance etiect.s produced

hy dayliLdit and sky and the time of year.

The (hildren scampered throu;.'h the orchard, scramhled

ahout the terraces, chased the lizards, scarcely less nimble

IHi
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•hin thoy; invostiputin;: finwcrs tind soods and infierts, f.»n-

'iiiiiiilly rofcrnnj; all qiic-t juris fn tlicir motlnT. ninniriir to

. rul fm iictv cii till' panlcn and tin- <iimMiiT-lioii-.'. Cliil-n ?i have no need of tovs in the ciinilrv. ovcrvlliin;: aimisi's

Mtnr. Willctii'^cni sat at Iht cinliroidcry <iiiritii: lh<<ir li's-

- lis. Shf never spnke. nnr did slic look at ina-icrs or jHipils;
I .-he followed attentively all that was saiil. striving; to

LMtlier the i.en>e of the words to pain a general idea of
l.-iiis" j)ropress. If Louis asked a (|iie>tioM that pii/zled Ids

' wter. his iiiotliir's eves siiddenlv liidited up, iid <-he w nld
iile and planee at him with hope in her ( ves. Of ^[arie sho
-!..' I littli' Iter d.'sire was with her eldest son. Already

-he treated ,,iin. ns it were, respeef fullv, usini: all a woman's.
i'!l a mother's tact to arouse the spii;t of hitrh en I'^avor in
"!. hoy, to teneli him to think of himself a- eapahle of L'reat

:iiin,i:s. She did this with a secret fiiirpo<e, which Loir.- was
'. ' understand in the future; nay. he iitxler-tood it al'-eady.

Always, the lesson over, she went as far as the L'ate witli
' master, and a-ked strict account of i/niis' proirre^s. So

' dly and so winning was her manner, tliat his tutor told

•'V the truth, pointing out where Louis was weak, so that
i" mi^'ht help liim in his Ies<onv Th"n <aiiie dinner, and

•l;i\ after dinner, then a walk, and lessons were learn.'d till

i
' dtimo.

So their days went. It was a nniform hut full life; work
nd amusements left theni not a dull h-uir in tlie dav. Dis-

"iiirapement and quarrelinp were inipossilile. Tin' mother's
undless love made evcrylhinp .<mooth. She taiiplit her

ttle sons moderation hy nT'iMiV-r them nothin::. and -nh-
Hiission hy makinp them see umlerlyinp Nece-sitx in its manv
'irms; she put heart into them with timely praise; dcvelop-
•i.L' and strenpthcniiiL' al! that was hest in their n.ifun- with
iie care of a pood fairy. Tears sometimes rose to la r hurn-
11;: eyes as she watched them play, and thought how thov
id ne\rr caused her the slil:htc^t ve\ation. Flapfiinoss so

1 ir-reaclunp and complete l>rinps such tears, hecause for us
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it rpprcscnt? tho dim imafrinings of Ilea-. .. which we all

us form in ciir Tnii. Is.

Those were delicious hours spent on that sofn in the ps

den-house, in lookiii;,' out on snnny days over the wi

stretches of rivr iind the pictures(jue landscape, listeni!

to till' <()un(i <'f her children's voices as they laujrhed at thi

own liiuLrliter. to tlie little (piarrels that told most plain

of their UTiiiin of heart, of Louis' paternal care of Marie,

the Idvc th;it hoth of tliem felt for her. Thev spoke Kn
lish and I'rcnch etpially well (they had had an Kntrlish niu

sinc(> their lialivlidod) . so their iiiotlier talked to them
hoth l.ini.Mia'_'es; diriH'tins the hent of their childish min
with ii'lmirahle skill, itdinittinjj no fallacious reasoninof,

bad principle. She ruled hy kindness, concealing nothir

oxplaininj: everythin;r. If Louis wished for books, she w
careful to irivo him interestin<j yet accurate books—hooks

bioLrrajthy. the lives of irreat seamen, (jreat captains, ai

famous men, for little incidents in their history jrave h

numlierless opportunities of e.xplaininji the world and li

to her children. Site would point out the ways in which mo
really <^rcat in themselves, had risen from obscurity; he

they had started from the lowest ranks of society, with i

one to look to but themselves, and achieved noble destinies.

Thes{> readinizs, and they were not the least useful

Louis' les-^ons. took place while little ^larie slept on t

mother's knee in the (]uiet of the summer nieht. and t

Loire reflected the sky. hut when they ended, this adoral;

woman's sadness always seemed to be doubled; she wou
cease to speak, and sit motionless and pensive, and her ey

would fill with tears.

"Mother, why are you cryintr?" Louis asked one bahi

June evening, just as tlie twilight of a soft-lit night sti

ceedcd to a Imt day.

Deejily moved hy his trouble, she put her arm about t

child's neck and drew h.im to her.

"Because, my boy, the lot of Jameray Duval, the poor ai

friendless lad who succeeded at last, will be your lot, you

IH:
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:mrl your brother'., anrl I havo brought it upon von Be-
l.rc very lon-r, dear chil.l. you will bo alono in tho world
uifh no one to holp or befriend you. While vou are stilj
^^:il(lren, I shall leave you. and yet. if onlv T rould wait till
:."u are bi<r enouirh and knew euou-:!) to l)e":\rarie'^ 'nnrdian'
l^ut I ..hall not live ..o long. I love vou ..o nuul that it
makes me very unhappy to think of it. Dear ehildren. if
lily you do not curse me .«()ine dav I

"

'•But why should I eurse you .-^ome dav. mother?"'
••Some day," she .said, kissing him on the forebear!, "vou

wil! find out that I have wrongerl vou. I am -nin- to leave
''U. here, without money, without"—here she hesitated—
"without a father," she added, and at the word she hur^t
into tears and put the boy froiu her irentlv. A sort of in-
tuition told Louis that his mother wished'to be alone and
!.' earned off Marie, now half awake. An hour latnr when
fiis brother was in bed, he stole down and out to the summer-
l!)ase where his mother was sitting.

"Louis ! come here."

'i'he words were spoken in tones delicious to his heart
'I'lie boy sprang to his mother's arms, and the two held each
other in an almost convulsive end)raee.

•'(
'/;?>(>/' he said at last, the na.ue bv which he ofte-i

•
ailed her, finding that even loving words were too weak to
.xpress his feeling, "clieric, why are vou afraid that vou are
p>ing to die?"

''1 am ill, my poor darling: every dav I am losing stront^th
ami there is no cure for my ilhie.ss; 1 know that."

" '

'•What is the matter with you?"
"Something that I ought 'to forget ; .something that you

must never know.-You must not know what caused mv
death.

'

The boy was silent a while. He stole a glance now and
airain at his mother; and she. with her eves raised to the «kv
!>•
as watching the clouds. It was a sad. sweet moment'

l'..uis cmld not believe that his mother wouid <lie soon hut
iristmctively he felt trouble which he could not guess

'

He
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ro^prctt'd hor Ion<r hhlmii--. If he had been rathtT oldi'i

h" would have read liiii.jA iin'inorics blcndi'd with tli()u;:ht

"f .• |ii nlaiiiT. the wlioh^ .-lury of a womairs liff in that miIj

liiiic Jacc- till' cai'i'lc-s chihlhood. the loveless inarria"-e,

teri'.Mf pa,->ioii, llowers sprmiriiiLT up in storm and stnicl
down hy the thunderbolt into an ainss from whicli there i

'10 return.

"Darlini: motlier," Louis said at hist, "why do you hid
3'our pain from me?"

'•My boy, we oiiL;ht . ) hide ou^ troubles from strangers,'

she said; "we slioaid -how thetn a smiling faee, never speal
of ourselves to them, nor thiiiK about ourselves; and thi'Si

rules, put in praetiee in family life, eonduce to its happiness
You will have nnieh to b»'ar one day! Ah me! thei

think of your poor mother who died smiling before you
eyes, hiding her sulFerings from you, and you will "taki

courage to endure the ills of life."

Siie choked baek her tears, and tried to make the bov un
<ierstand the mechanism of existence, the value of money
the standing and consideration that it gives, and its bearinj.

on social {)osition; the honora!)le means of gaining a liveli

hood, and the necessity of a training. Then she told hin
that one of the chief causes of her sadness and her tears was

the thought that, on the morrow of her death, he and Mari(
would be left almost resourceless. with but a slender stock

of money, and no friend but Ood.

"How quick 1 must l)e about learning!" cried Louis, giv-

ing her a piteous, searching look.

"Oh! how happy I am!" she .<aid. showering kisses and

tears on her son. "He understands me !—Louis," she went on
"you will bo your brother's guardian, will you not? You
promise me that? You are no longer a child!"

"Yes, I promise." he said ; "but you are not gi ing to die

yet—say that you are not going to die
!"

"Poor little ones!" she replied, "iove for you keeps tht

life in me. And this country is so sunny, the air is so brac-

ing, perhaps "

l! -S'

4Ut
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"Vou make mo love Touniiiic lunre than ovor," said the
child.

From that dny. whvii Mine. Willciii.^cns, fore.-eeing the
.•iC[>n>ii(h of death, .^j.oke 1<. \.,nn> n{ his future, h.- eoneen-
! ruled his altentKui on his woik. i^rew more industrious, and
lr>s iuciim'd to play than herelni'nre. When he liad eoa.xed
Marie to read a imok and to <:i\r up boisterous <iaines. tliere
v.,i> h'ss noise in tiie hollow pathways and iiardcns ami ter-
niccd walks of La Orenadiere. Tliev adapted their lives to
Mieir mother's melaneholy. Day hy day her face was .trrow-
uij: pale aiid wan, ihere were hollows "now in her temples,
ihe lines in her forehea<l ;,'rew di'eper ni^rht after ni-ht.

.VuKUst came. The little fandly lia.l been five months at
La (irenadiere, and their whole life was ehanired. The old
-ervant grew an.xious and -rlooniy as she watelied the almost
inii)erceptible symj.tonis of slow'deeline in th- mi.stress, who
seemed to be kept in life iiy an impassioned soul and intense
love of her children. Old Annette seemed to see that death
uas very near. That mistress, beauciful still, was more care-
ful of her appearance than she had ever been ; she was at
pains to adorn her wa.4eil .^elf, and wore paint on her cheeks;
but often while she walked on the upper terrace with the
'liildren, Annette's wrinkled face would peer out from bo-
nveen the savin trees by the pump. The old woman would
forget her work, and stand with the wet linen in her hands,
M-arce able to keep back her tears at the sight of ^Fnie. Wil-
ieinsens', so little like the enchanting woman she once had
been.

The pretty house itself, once so gay and bright, looked
melancholy; it was a very quiet house'now, and the family
seldom left it, for the walk to the bridge was too great an
fTort for Mmo. Willemsens. Louis had almost identif5(>d
Imiiself, as it were, with his mother, and with his suddenly
levoloped powers of imagination he saw the weariness and

< xhaust'on under the red color, and constantly found rea-
sons for taking some shorter walk.

So happy couples coming to Saint-L'yr, then the Petite

1
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Courtilli' of Tours, and knots of folk out for their evenin
walk iilon;/ ihc "dike," .-aw a pale, thin tl<,nir(' dres«od i

hhick. a woman with a worn yet i)ri;,dit face, irlidinfi like

shadow along the terraces, (ireat snlfering cannot he con

cealed. The vinedrct-.-er's household had ^'rown (luiet alsi

Sonieiinies the lal)orer and his wife and children were gath
ered aliout the door of their cottage, while Annette wa
wa.-hing linen at the well-head, and Mine. Willeinsens aui

the cluldreu sat in the suniiner-hou.-e, and there wa.s not th

faintest sound in tlio.-e gardens gay with flowers. Unknowi
to .Mnie. Willeinsens, all eyes grew pitiful at the sight o

her. she was ^o good, .-o thought fid, so dignified with thos

with whom she came in contact.

And as for her.—When the autumn days came on, davs si

sunny and hright in Touraine, hringing with them grape
and ripe fruits ami healthful influences which niu.st sureh
j)rolong life in spite of the ravages of mysterious -disease—

she saw no one hut her children, taking the utmost that thi

hour couhl give her, as if each hour had heeii her last.

Louis had worked at night, unknown to his mother, am
made immense ])rogress hetween June and Septeinhcr. Ii

algehra he had come as far as ecjuations with two unknowi
quantities; he had studied descriptive geometry, and drev

admirahly well : in fact, he was prepared lo pass the en

trance examination of the Eeole polytechni(]ue.

Sometimes of an evening he went down to the bridge o|

Tours. There was a lieutenant there on half-pay, an Ini

periai naval otlicer, who.-;e manly face, medal, and gait har

made an iiupression on the hoy's imagination, and the officei

on his side had taken a liking to the lad, whose eve:

sparkled with energy. Louis, hungering for tales of adven-

ture, and eager for information, u.<ed to follow in the lieu-

tenant's wake for the chance of a chat with him. It s^

ha])pene(l that the .^^ailor had a friend and comrade in tht

colonel of a regiment of infantry, struck otf the rolls likt^

him.<elf; and young Louis-Gaston had a chance of learning

what life was like in eamp or on board a man-of-war. Of
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r"UT^c, he plied the veterans with ijiiestions ; and when lie

'iid made up his mind to the hardslnjjs of thrir roii^rh call-
in-.-^, he asked his mother's leave to take countrv walks bv
''^.iy of amusement. Mine. \VillciiiS(U> wa> l.cw.nd measure
-id that he should a.^k ; the hoy's a.-tonishcd' masters had
I'ld her that he was overworking him>elf. So i/,uis went
'>< long walks. lie tried to inure himself tu fati<rue,
nimbed the tallest trees with iiierediMe (iui(kne>.~. learned to'

^uim. watehed through the night. He wa- imI liki

^;une hoy; he was a young man alreadv, witli a

lace, and a somothing in his expressinn that told oi

pose.

When Oetoher came, Mme. WilU'inseiis eould onlv rise at
II .</n. The sunshine, reflected l)y the surface of the I.oire,

and stored up by the rocks, rai.sed the temperature of the
a;r till it was almost as warm and soft as the atmosi)liere
el' the Bay of .Naples, for which reason the faculty recom-
mend the place of abode. At mid-day she came out to sit

'iiider the shade of green leaves with the two boys, who never
\\an(iered from her now. Lessons had come to an end.
Mother and children wi.shed to live the life of heart and
lieart together, with no disturbing element, no outside cares.
\o tears nt)w. no joyous outcries. The elder bnv. King in
tile gra.'s at his mother's side, basked in her eyes like a Imer,
imd kissed her feet. Marie, the restless one. gathen>d tlowers
(nr her. and brought them with a sui)dued look, standiiiir on
'ptoe to put a girlish kiss on her lips. And the pale woman.
With the great tired eyes and languid movements, never ut-
I'Tcd a word of comjilaint. and smiled upon her children.
- full of life and health— it was a sublime picture, lacking
''•' melancholy autumn pomp of yellow hnivcs and half-de-
"'iled branches, nor th<' softened sunlight and pale clou(1s

'' the skies of Touraiiie.

At last the doctor forbade Mme. Willemsens to leave her
'om. Every day it was brighteno,] hy the tlowers that she
ved, and her children were always with her. One day. early

• n November, she sat at the piano for the last time. A pict-
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urt'—a Swiss laiul.^eapt

—

liuiig above the instrument; and «

the window she could sec her eliildren standin;.' with thei

lieads eio.-e togcilicr. .\;,'ain and again slie looked from th

ehihlrcii to the huidsc;iiic. and then a^'ain at tlie ehihiret
Her lace llu>hed, iicr lingers llcw with jia.-sionatc feelin

over tile ivory kc\>. Tlii.- was her last great day, an ur
marked day of festival, held in her own soul hv llu' spirit o

iier nicm(U-i( .-. WIk ii the doctor came, he oniered her t

stay in hed. The alarming dictum was received with bi

wildered sileiwe.

When the doctor had gniic, she turned to the older bov.

"Louis." >he said, '•take me out on the terrace, so that
may -cc my country oiuc more."'

'I'hc hoy gave his arm at tho.-e >imply uttered word>
and brought his mother out upon th<' terrace; but her eye
turned. perh:ips unconi^ciou.-ly, to heaven rather than to th

earth, and, indeed, it would have been hard to sav whetlie

heaven or earth was the fairer—for the clouds traced shadow
outlines, like the grandest Alpine glaciers, against the skv

Mnie. Willemscns' brows contracted vehemenllv; there wa
a look of anguish and remorse in her eyes. She caught thi

ohildrenV hands, and clutched them to a heavily-throbbin;
heart.

" 'I'arentage unknown !"
"' she criec], with a look that wen

to their hearts. "I'oor angels, what will become of you
And when you are twenty years (dd, what strict accoun
may you not rccpiire of my life and your own?"

She put the children from her. and leaning her arms upoi
the balustrade, stood for a while hiding her face, alone wit!

herself, feartul of all e\es. When >he recovered from thf

paro.xysm, she saw Louis and Marie kneeling on either sid(

of her, like two angels; they watched the expression of hei

face, and snuled lovinglv at Iut.

"If only I could take tiiat smile with me!" she said, dry-

ing her eyes.

Then she wctit into the house and took to the bed, whicl
she would onlv leave for her cotlin.

ill
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.'v wii'k We. It liy, one day cxaclly likf up /. Old An-
I'ttc iiiid b)uis took it ill turn- l.> -it u ,uli Mnir. Wil-
rni.-fn-. never takint: their e\e> from tti invalid. It was
lie deeply tra^iial limir that eDine- in all our lives, the hour
•I' listening: in terror to every d ci. breath lest it should ho
!ie la-t. a dark hour protracted ((\ei- nianv days. On tho
:iltli day of that fatal week ;he doeiur intordiet(Ml flowers
;i tlie reoni. The illii-inns of life were ^'oin;.' one by one.
Then Marie and hi> brother felt their mother's lips hot

- lire beneath their ki>M-: and at last, on the Saturday
• veiiii)!.'. Mine. W'il'erii.e'i- \\a> to,, ill to bear thi' sli^'htes't

-'Mitid. and her ronm a< left in disorder. This net^leet for
I Woman of refined taste, who elunj: so persistently to the
race.- of life, meant the be-lnninj: of the death-a«:ony.
Vfter this, Louis refused to leave his inothiT. On Siindav
iiiirht. in the midst of the deepest silene(>, wIkti Loui's
loii^'ht that she h.id ^'rown dro\v.-y, he saw a white, moist

.'i:>nd move the curtain in the lampli^dit.

"My son!" she said. There was soniethin;.' so solemn in
'be .lyin^^ Woman's tones, tiiat the power of her wroii-rht-up
HUil produced a violent reaction on the hov : he felt an in-
•en>e heat pass thronirh the marrow of his' hones.
"What is it, mother?"
"Li.sten! To-morrow all will he over for me. We shall

-ee each other no m')re. To-morrow you will be a man, niv
eiiild. So I am obli<red to make some arranfrements. which
•liusl remain a .<ecret. known only to us. Take the key of
ny little table. That is it. Xow open the drawer. You
uill iind two sealeil papers to the left. There is the name of
Louis on one. and on the other Mauh;.''
"Here they are, mother."

"Those are your certificates of birth, darlincr; vou will
'wmt them. Cive them to our poor, old Annette to "keep for
ou: ask her for them wlun you need them. Xow." she con-
mued, "is there not anoih,.,' ])a]M.r as well, somethinir in niv
an^lwritinur?"

"Yes, mother," and Louis began to read, "Marie Willem-
^'Htt, born at

"
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"Thiit is cnouph," <\u- hmkc in (jMickly. "d.. iii,( •^n m,.
Wlicn I Jim (l.'iid. ;riv(. iliiit ]n,i>,.r, too, to" Aiiiict!.'. ami tell

Ikt to >vw\ It to the r('^M>tnir at SairU-Cvr; it will l„. uantfd
if my nTtificatr of death is !, Ir. made out in due form. Now
find writiii;,' materials for a Irtt.T which I will dictate to
you."

When she saw that he was ready to he^'in. and turned to-
wards her for the words, they eanie from her ([uietlv:—

":\[onsieiir le Comte. your wif.". Lady Brandon, died at
Saint-Cyr. near Toiirs. in the department of Indre-et-Loire.
She l'orj,'ave vou."

"Sipn yourself " she stopped, hesitating and per-
turbed.

".\re yon feelini,' worse?" asked I.rt)uis.

"Put 'Louis-(iaston.' " she said.

She sii:hed. then she went on.

"Seal the letter, and direct it. To Lord Brandon. Bran-
don S(iuare, Ifyde Park. London. .\n,trleterre.—That is riirht.
When I am dead, post the hotter in Tours, and prepay "the
posta-re.—Xow." she added, after a j.auso. "take the little
poekethook that you know, and como here, mv dear child.
. . . There are twelve thousand francs in it," she said,
when Louis had returned to her side. '-That is all your own.'
Oh me! you would have been better otT if vour father "

"My father," cried the l)oy. "where is he?"
"He is dead." she .said. layin,<r her linger on her lips; "he

died to save my bnuor and mv life."

She looked upwards. If any tears had beon left to her.
she could have wept for pain.

"Louis." she continued, "swear to me. as I lie her(\ that
you will forget all that you have written, all that I have told
you."

"Yes. mother."

"Kiss me. dear angel."

She was silent for a long while, she seemed to be drawing
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L'o "II

per-

-frcnfrth from Oml. iuhI to Iw lufiisiirini,' hrr \voril> l.\ the
'•(>• ttuit n'liiaiiifd in Iut.

i.i-tcn." >lu' \>v<:!\n. '•'Plio-c twelve thoiisiiid franrs an-
ill that you Iiavc in th.- worl.I. Yon must k-.vp ih,. tiiom.y
ipoii yon. hfcan.M' wlun I am .Lad ilir lawuTs will cumc and
-ral cvrrytliin^^ np. .\..tliinu' will \,v y.nrs then, not .-v.^n

w.iir inotluM'. All lliat remain- Inr yoii t., d,, wdl be to <:o

-lit. poor orphan children. (Jod kiidw-: wIktp. ] liavc iiiadt>

Annette's fwtiiri' secure. Slie will hav<' an annnitv of a hnn-
'!red crowns, and ,-lie will stav at 'I'oiir- no duuht. Miit what
ml you do for yourself ami voiir Im.dierr"
She raised herself, and looked at the hrave child, standing

l.v her bedside. 'I'liere were drops of perspiration on hi's

forehead, he was pale with emotion, and his eyes were ilim
with tears.

"I have thoutrht it over, mother." he answered in a deep
voice. "1 will take Marie to the school iiere in Tours. I

villi ^'ive ten thou.sand francs to our old .Annette, and ask
lier to take care of them, and to look after .Marie. Then
witli the remaininir two thousand francs, I will ^r,, to Brest,'
;ind go to ,sea as an apprentice. Wiiile Marie is at school,
I will rise to be a lieutenant on board a man-of-war. Tliere,
after all, die in peace, niy motiier; I shall come back again
a rich man. and our little one .-hall go to the Rcole poly-
lechnique, and I will lind a career to suit his bent."
A gleam of joy shone in the dying woman's eves. Two

tears brinimed over, and fell over" her fevered cheek,-; then
a deep sigh escaped between her lips. The sudden joy
of finding the father's sj.irit in the .son, who liad grown ail
at once to bo a man, almost killed her.

"Angel of heaven," she cried, weeping, "bv one wnrd you
have efl'aced all my sorrows. Ah! I can bear them.—This is

my son," .-he said, "1 bore, J reared this man," and she
raised her hands above Iut. and cla^-ped them as if in ec-
stasy, then she lay l)ack on the pillow.

"Mother, your face is growing pale!" cried the lad.
Some one must go fur a priest," she answered, with a

dying voice
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I."iii- u-iik. ncl Annette, nnd lli(> ternlli^d oM woniiin liur
ried I., the [iiir-.iiiii^'e at Saint-Cyr.

Wluii inuiinng eaine. .Mnie, W'llleiiisens reeeived tho saer.i
ineiil liiiihl the mo.-t tcMuluiig surn.un.liii^'.-. Hep i-liildrer
were kne,Ii„.r j„ th,. r„„,M. with Annnie nw\ tlie viiir
•Iress.T's fiiinily, simple f,,!k, wIk. Ii;„i already l.ee.,ine par
of the h'.ii>eh..hl. The silver erilcifi.x, earri.Ml |,v a elKTister
11 peasnit cliiid fn.rii the vilia^'e. \vas lifted "up. and th.
dvin- nicihrr rereived the Viaticum I'mm an a<rnl priest. Th'
\iatieinn: suhjinie word, e,,iitaininfr an id.wi yet more suh
litiie. an irjea „nh- possessed hy tlie apostolic reii-rjon of th(
Iionian chnrch.

'•This w.mian has suflere.! greatly!" the oM eure said ir

his sirn[)k' way.

Mario Willeni.sons heard no voices now. hut her eves wepf
8til! fixed upr.n her cliiMren. These aln.ut her li-fem'd in
terror to hor hroathinfr in the deep silence: alivadv it earn.
more slowly, tiiough at intervals a deep ,i^h tnld tho'.n that
ehe still lived, and of a stru-de witiiin her: then at last it

coasod. Every one hurst into tears .vxc.pt .Marie. He. poor
child, was still too youn": to know what death meant.

Annette and the vinedro.vrV wife closed the eves ,)f the
adorahio woman, whose heauty shone ..itt in all its radiance
after death. Then the women t<mk possession of the ehamher
of death, removed the furniture. v,rapp(>d th<. dead in her
winding-sheet, and laid her upon the couch. They lit tapers
about her. and arranged cvervthinir—th.' erueiljx.' the spri-s
of box. and the holy-water stoup—after the .'ustom of the
countryside, bolting the shutter.s and drawing the curtain*
Later the curate came to pass the ni-ht in praver with r.oui«
,who refus^ed to leave his mother. On Tuesday inornin.r an
old woman and two children and a vinedresser's wif.'fol-
lowed tlH' dead to her grave. The.se were the on!.- mourners,
let thi.s was a woji.an whose wit and heaiitv and charm had
W(.n a European reputation, a woman whose "funeral, if it had
taken place in London, would have been recorded in'pompou.s
newspaper paragraj-Iis, as a sort of aristocratic rite, if she
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Had m.( cnmmilfo.l tli.. .Mv.virst .,f criiM..^ a frimo always
^i"''"'' '" ""^ «'"'l'l. -. iliiit ihr panloii..,! .|,irit i.niy
'>'!"• li.as.ii. M ,nr .rir.l uhm il.-s ilnru thr cartli on
;i:.- ihuilirrs cnilin; lie iiM.|rr-tn,„| ii,ai h,. >l„,uM s.v h.-r
III! iiii/ri'.

A .Minpic, \uuu\on (TOSS, s.t uj. i,, ,„ark Iut ^ruvt', bore
'ins mxriiiiioii, due to the ciir.' of Siunt-Cyr :—

IIIiltK LIES

AX rXFIAPPY WOMAN,

WHO I)[KI) AT THE AGE OK TIIIKTY-8IX.

KNOWN IN HEAVEN IJV THE NAMK OP AUGUSTA.

Prai/ for her!

Whori all was ovor. tl„. rhil.lren rame bark to La Grcna-
'
H.n> to take a last look at tluMr ho.m-; then, bai-l in han.I

Hi.'.v turn.., to ..> with Annot..-. leaving- tho vin,..ln..sor in
'
'i'lr^'c. with .lircctions :.. Imnd ovit cvorvthincr dulv to tl-e

proper authoritifs. . ^ .

At this nionunt, Annette railed to Louis from the stops
i|.v the kitchen door, and took him aside with. "Here is ma-
-'atties rin<:, .Monsieur Louis."
The sijrht of this vivi.l remembranre of his dead mother

•"',ve(l hini so deeply that he wept. Li his fortitude ho
'
'd not even thought of this supreme pietv: and he flun<r hi,
rnis round the old wo-nanV neek. Then the three" sot

-nl down the beaten path, and the stone staircase, and so
lo lours, without turning their heads.

••MMnniia u.^..d to eoine there!" Marie said when they
J'.ieded the bridge. •'

Annette had a relative, a retired .Iressniaker. who lived inK' Kilo de la (Ju.Tehe. .She took th.. two ehildren to this
">usins house, nieauin- that thev should live together
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thonc('forth. But Louis told her of his plans, gave Marie's
certificate of hirth an<] the ten thousand francs into hei
keeping, and tiie two went the next morning to take Marie
to school.

Louis very briefly explained his position to the headmaster,
and Hent. .Marie came with Jiim as far as the gateway!
There Louis gave solemn jjarting words of the tenderest coun-
sel, telling Marie that he would now he left alone in the
world, lie looked at his brother fo.- a moment, and put his
arms about him, took one more long look, bruslied a tear
from his eyes, and -vent, turning again and again till the
very last to see his brother standing there in the gateway of
the school.

A month later Louis-Gar-ton. now an apprentice on board
a man-of-war, left the harbor of Kochefort. Ix^aning over
th(> i)ulwarks of tlie corvettes Iris, he watched the coast of
France receding swiftly till it becai>!.> indistinguishable from
the faint idue horizon line. In a luile while he felt that he
was really alone, and lost in the wide ocean, lost and alone
in the world and in life.

"There is no need to cry, lad ; there is a God for us all."

said an old sailor, with rough kindliness in his thick voice.
The boy thanked him with pride in his eyes. Then he

bowed his head, and resigned himself to a sailor's life. He
was a father.

AHQOVltnK, Augutt 1882.
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THE MESSAGE

To M. le Marquis Damaso Pareto.

I HAVE always longed to tell a simple and true story, which
^hould strike terror into two young lovers, and drive them
to take refuge each in the other's heart, as two children cling
together at the sight of a snake hy a woodsidc. At the risk
"I" spoiling my story and of being taken for a coxcomb, I
^tate my intention at the outset.

1 myself played a part in this almost commonplace trag-
'''ly; so if it fails to interest you, the failure will be in part
my own fault, in part owing to historical veracity. Plenty of
things in real life are superlatively uninteresting; so that
it is one-half of art to select from realities tho.se which con-
tain possibilities of poetry.

In 1819 I was traveling from Paris to Moulins. The state
of my finances obliged me to take an outside place. Eng-
iislimen, as you know, regard those airy perches on the top
of the coach as the best seats; and for the first few miles
I discovered abundance of excellent reasons for justifying
ihe opinion of our neighbors. A young fellow, apparently
m .somewhat better circumstances, vvho came to take the seat
f'.'side me from preference, listened to mv reasoning with in-
"flVnsive smiles. An appro.ximate nearness of ai:e. a simi-
larity in ways of thinking, a comnum love of fresh' air, and

' f the rich landscape scenery through which the coach was
Minbering along.—these things, together with an indcscrib-

:i!ile magnetic- something, drew us before long into one of
•hose short-lived traveler's intimacies, in which we unbend
with tile more complacency because the intercourse is bv its
very nature transient, and makes no implicit demands upon
the future.

(269)
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y^o had not onmo thirty leafrucs hofnro wp vroTo talking ..f

woiiioii aiKl of love. 'Plicn. uitli all the circMmspeotioii (],..

manded in siidi niiittcrs, «•<> pn..<',Ml,.,I naturally tn tho to-iir'

of onr lady-l(iv(>s. Y<)un,ir as we hotli were, we' still adniirr.]
"the woman of ;i certain ai:(\"' that is to sav. the woman l.c-

twocn thirly-fivf and forty. Oh! r,uv jux't who shonld liav-
listened to our talk, for heaven knows Imw nianv staire-^ !,e-

yond Montarfris. would hav.. reaped a harvest 'of n"imin-
opithpt, rapturous description, and very tend.T eonfiden.c.,^
Our i)ashful foars, our silent intcrjeetion-^. our hhishos. a<
we mot oach other's oyps, were expressive with an ehxpipneo,
a boyish charm, which I have ceased to feel. One must re-
main youni:, no douht, to understand vouth.

Well, we understood one another to adnnration on all the
essential points of passion. We had laid it down as an
axiom at the very outset, that in theory and practice th.re
was no such piece of driveliuir non.«en.<e in this world as a
certificate of i)irth; that plenty of women wore vounsjer
at forty than many a girl of twenty, ami. to come to the
point, that a woman is no older than she looks.

This theory set no limits to the a.i^^e of love, so we struck
out, in all pood faith, into a boundless sea. At len<:rh. when
we had portrayed our mistresses as youn.i:. charm in<r, and
devoted to us, women of rank, wonum of taste, intellectual
and clever; when wo had endowed them with liitle ftet. a

satin, nay, a delicately fra.-rant skin, then came the ad-
mission—on his part that Madame Such-an-one was thirty-
eight years old, and on mine that 1 wor.-hiped a wonuin of
forty. Whereupon, as if rcl«^a.<ed on either side from some
kind of va<:ue fear, our contidences came thick and fast,

when we found that wo were of the same confraternity of
love. It was which of us should overtop the other in sonti-
nu-nt.

One of us had traveled si.x hundred nnles to see his mis-
tress for an hour. The other, at the risk of Ijeini: shot fur

a wolf, had prowled about her |iark to meet her one nirht.
Out came all our follies in fact. If it is plea^^ant to^'re-



THE MESSA(;E 271

member pa«t danfrorP. is it nof nt loast as pleasant to re-
<a!l past delights? We live throi;gIi the joy a seeond time.
\\<' told each ntluT ev(>rvthini:. our perils, our great jnvs,
"ur little pleasures, and even the hiiiriors of the" situation'
My friend's conntcss had lighted a cigar for him: mine
made chocolate for me. and w:,.fo to me cv(>rv dav when
'vc did not meet: his lady had come to spend thre(» days
with him at the risk of ruin to her reputation: mine had
'lone even better, or worse, if you will hav- it -o. Our count-
'•^ses. moreover, were adored hy their husbands; these gen-
tlemen were enslaved hy the charm possessed by every woman
who loves; and. with even supererogatory simplieitv. afforded
'!s that just putlicienf ^^pice of damper which increas('-^ pleasure.
Ah! how quickly the wind swept awav our talk an.l our
!iapf)y laughter!

When we readied Pouilly. T .scanned mv new friend with
much interest, and truly, it was not diHicult to imai:ine him
the hero of a very serious love affair. Picture to vourselves
a young man of nnddle height, but verv well })roportioned,
a bright, e.xpressive face, dark hair, blue eves, moist lips,'
and white and even teetli. A certain not nni)ecomin.T pallor
>tdl overspread his delicately cut features, and there were
laint dark circles about his eyes, as if ho were reeoverin<'
vnm an illness. Add, furthermore, that he had white and
sliapely hands, of which he was as careful as a prottv woman
should be; add that he seemed to be very well informed,
ami was decidedly clever, and it should not i)e dilhcult for
you to imagine that my traveling companion was more than
worthy of a countess. Indeed, manv a girl midit have
wished for such a husband, for he was a Vicomte with an in-
eome of twelve or fiftcm thousand livres, "to sav nothing of
expectations."

About a league out of rouilly the coach was overturned.
My luckless comrade, thinking lo save himself, jumped to
'he edge of a newly-ploughed field,, instead of following the
i'Ttunes of the vehicle and clinging tightly to the roof, as I

did. He either miscalculated lu some way, or he slipped;
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how it happoncd. T do iidt knoxr. hut the coach fell over upon
him, and he wns cni-licil under it.

Wo carried liim into fi n-asant's cottage, and there, amid
the moans wrung from h m hy horrible sufferings, he con-

trived to give me a comniiss'''.n—a sacred task, in that it was
laid U])on me by a dying i ..n's last wish. Poor boy, all

through liis agony lie was torturing himself in his voung sim-
plicity of heart with the thought of the painful shock to his

mistress wlieu she should suddenly read of his death in a

news{)aper. He begged me to go myself to break the news
to her. lie bade me look for a key whicii he wore on a

ribbon about his neck. 1 f(mnd it half b\iried in the flesh,

but the dying boy did not utter a sound as I extricated it

as gently as possible from the wound which it had made.
He had scarcely given me the neces.sary directions— 1 was
to go to his home at La Charite-sur-Loire for his mistress'

love-letters, which he conjured me to return to her—when
he grew speechless in the middle of a sentence; but from his

last gesture, I understood that the fatal key would be mv
passport in his mother's hou.se. It troubled him that he was
powerless to utter a single word to tliank me, for of my wish
to serve him he luul no doubt. He looked wistfully "at me
for a moment, then his eyelids dronped in token of farewell,

and his head sank, and he died. His death was the onlv fatal

accident cau.^ed hy the overturn.

"But it was partly his own fault," the coachman said to

me.

At La Charite, I executed the poor fellow's dving wishes.

His mother was away from home, which in a manner was
fortunate for me. Nevertheless, I had to assuage the grief

of an old Wduian-servant. who staggered back at the tidinirs

of her young master's death, and sank half-dead into a chair

when she saw the blood-stained k(\v. Rut I had another and
more dreailful sorrow to think of, the sorrow of a woman
who hail lost lier last love; so I left the old wonum to her
prosopopeia, and carried olV the ju-eeious correspondence,
carefully sealed by my friend of a day.



TnE MESSAGE 273

The Countess' ohatcau was some oi^jht leagues boynn.I
^I^llllns, and then there was sonic distanro to walk a'coss
.ountry. So it was not exactly an easy matter to deliver niv
iiicssa-e. For divers reasons into wliich I need not enter,
i liad barely sullieient money to take me to Moulins. How-
ever, my youthful ent!iiisia«m determini'd to hasten thither
-n foot as fast as pnssihle. Bad n.'Ws travels swiftlv and I
« i4ied to he first at the cliAleau. I asked f„r the shortest wav
^ind hurried throu-l, the field paths of the Rourbonnais, bear-
ni.i:, as it were, a dead man on mv i,ack. The nearer I
ranie to the Chateau de .Montjiersan. the more a<ihast I felt
at the idea of my stranjre self-imposed i)il,irrini"ajie. Vast
numbers of romaniic fancies ran in mv head. I'iniafrined
all kinds of situations in which I mi^dit find this ConTtcsse
de Montpersan, or. to observe the laws of romance, this
luhctte. so passionately beloved of my travelinj; companion.
I sketched out ingenious answers to the questions which she
nii^dit he siijiposed to put to me. .\t everv turn of a wood, in
every beaten pathway. 1 rehearsed a modern version of the
scene in which Sosie describes the battle to his lantern. To
my shame be it said, I had thou,i,dit at first of nothing but
the part that / was to play, of mv own cleverness, of" how
I should demean myself: but now" that I was in tlie coun-
Ty. an ominous thought ilaslied through mv soul like a
thunderbolt tearing its way through a veil of grav cloud.
What an awful piece of news it was for a woman whose

whole thoughts were full of her voung lover, who was look-
ing forward hour by hour to a joy which no words can ex-
press, a woman who iiad l»een at a world of pains to invent
plausible pretexts to draw him to her side. Yet, after all,
It was a cruel deed of charity to be the messenger of death!
So 1 hurried on, splashing and berniring mv.<elf in the bv-
uays of the Bourbonnais.

Before very long I readied a great chestnut a-enue with
a pile of buildings at the further end—the Chateau of Mont-
[)ersan stood out against the sky like a mass of brown cloud
With sharp, fi^ntastic outlines. All the doors of the chateau

i8
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stood open. Tliis in itself (lisc.iu'prtcd mo. and routed all

Jiiv plaii>; hilt I went in i)()!(ily, ami in n nioniciit found inv-
Sf'lf hclwccn a ((iiiplc oi' iU><j>. itarlsin;: as ynwr true countrv-
hrcd animal can liark. 'I'lw snuml hinn^lit <iiit a inirrvini:

porvant-maid : wIid. when informed that I wi>hed to speak
to Mnie. la Cotntesse. waved a hand towards the masses of

trees in the I'ji-lish i)ark which wound ahout the chateau,
with '"Madame is f)ut tliere—-

— ""

"Many thanks." said I ironically. I miirht have wan-
dered for a couple of hours in the park with iier "out there"
to guide me.

In the meantime, a pretty little girl, with curlinir hair,

dres.sed in a white frock, a rose-colured sash, and a broad frill

at the throat, had overheard or ;:uessed the (piestion and
its answer. She <rave me a <rlance and vanished, calling in

shrill, childisli tones:

"Mother, liere is a gentleman who wishes to speak to

vou I"

And, along the winding alleys. I followed the skipping
and dancing white frill, a .<ort of will-o'-the-wisp, that

showed nie the way among the trees.

I must make a full confession. I stopped behind the last

shrub in the avenue, pulled up my collar, rubbed my shabby
hat and my trou.sers with the cull's of my sleeves, dusted mv
coat with the sleeves themselves, and gave them a final cleans-
ing rub one against the other. 1 Imttoned my coat care-

fully so as to exhibit the inner, always tiie least wf)rn, side of

the cloth, and finally had turne(| down the tops of my
trousers over my boots, artistically cleaned in the grass.

Thanks to this (iascon toilet, I could hope that the lady
would not take me for the local rate collector: but now when
my thoughts travel back to that episode of my youth, I

sometimes laugh at my own expense.

Suddenly, ju.^t ."s 1 was conipo.-ing myself, at a turning
in the green walk, among a wilderness of flowers lighted

np by a hot ray of sunliudit, I saw Juliette—Juliette and her
husband. The pretty little girl held her mother by the hand,
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find it was easy to soo that tlio hidy lind quirkcncd licr pjico
-.niowhat nt tlic fhildV aiiihi^riioii- plirasc. 'I'ak.'ii a^ack by
liic si<:lit of a total straii.ircr. who Ix.ucil with a tolcralilv nwk-
uanl air. -he looked nt mc uiih a coollv fourtcous cxpros-
i^ion and an adorable pout, in which I. wlio knew her i^ocrct,

'^''i''' '<;"' ilii' l''ill 'Mi'iit of iicr (li.-a|)i)oiiitrii('iit. I sou<rht,
i'lit souf^ht in vain, to ri'moniber any of the t'h^<:ant phrases
-o laboriously prepared.

This nionientary iiesitation jrave the ladv's hnsliand time
to conio forward. Thou-rhts by the myriad tinted throiij.'h
my brain. To -rive myself a eountenanee, I ;,'ot out a few
-unieieiitly feeble i!U]uiries, askinir whether tlie persons pres-
-iit were really .M. le Comte and Mine. !a Comtesse de ^font-
persan. These imbecilities frave inc time to form mv own
conclusions at a glance, and. with a perspicjicity rare at that
•i^'c. to analyze the husl)and and wife whose solitude WiW
about to be so rudely di-tiirbci1.

The husband secnied to ])e a specimen of a certain type
"f nobleman, the fairest ornaments of the provinces of our
day. He v.-orc bi-r sIhkv with stout soles to them. I put the
shoes first advi.sedly, for they made an even deener impres-
sion upon me than a M'edy black coat, a pair of' threadbare
trou.*ers. a flal>l)y cravat, or a crumpled shirt collar. There
inis a touch of the magistrate in tin man. a p:ood deal more
"f the Councillor of the Prefecture, all the self-importance
of the mayor of the arrondissement. the local autocrat, and the
soured temper of the unsuccessful candidate who has never
been returned since the year ISIO. .\> to couMteiiauee a
wizened, wrinkled, sunburned face, and long, sleek locks
"f scanty gray hair: as to character—an incredil)le mixture
if homely sense and sheer silliness; of a rich man's over-
iMMring ways, and a total lack of manners: just tlu' kind
i'f husband who is almost entirely led by his wife, yvt im-
agines himself to be the imister: apt to domineer in trifles,

and to let more important things slip past unheeded—there
you have the man I

But the Countess I Ah, how sharp and startling the con-

ii
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tra^t between hii.-hand aiid wife! The rountoss wa? a littlo

woman, witii a llat. .graceful li-rure ami enchant in,i,' ^hape;
so fragile, so dainty was she. that von would have feare to

break some bone if yo\i so nuieh as touched her. She wore
a white mu-lin dress, a rose-colore(| >jisli, and rose-colored rib-

bons in the pretty cap on her head; her chemisette was
moulded >o delicioii-ly by her ,-houlders and the loveliest

rounded contours, that the sij:ht of her awakened an irre-

sistible desire of pusses>io7i in the de[)tlis of the heart. Her
eyes were briirht and dark and expressive, her movements
praeeful. her foot charmin.L'. An experienced man of

pleasure would not have L'iven her more than thirty voara,

her forehead was so i:irli-li. She iiad all the mo<| transient
delicate detail of youth in her face. In character she seemed
to me to resemble the C'omtes.^e de l.i>;nolles and the Mar-
quise de B . two iV'minine types always fresh in the mem-
ory of any young man who has read Louvet's romance.

In a moment I :-aw how things stood, and took a diplomatic
course that would have done credit to an obi ambassador.
For once, and periiap> for the only time in my life, I used
tact, and knew in what the special skill of courtiers and men
of the World consists.

I have had so many battles to fight since tho.se heedless

days, that they have left me no time to distil all the li'ast

actions of daily life, and to do everything so that it falls in

with those rules of eti(|Uette and good taste which wither the
most generous emotions.

"M. le Comte," 1 said with an air of mystery, "I should
like a few words with you," and I fell back a pace or two.

He followed my example. Juliette left us together, going
away unconcernedly, like a wife wlio knew that she can
learn her husband's secrets as soon as she chooses to know
them.

I told the Count l)riejly of the death of my traveling com-
panion. The effect produced by my news convinced me that

his affection for his young collaborator was cordial enough,
and this emboldened me to make reply as 1 did.

'.My wife will be in despair." cried he: "•! shall be obliged
to break the news of thi.s unhapiiy event with "reat ean*''nn "
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"Monsieur." said I. "I a.Mn.ssr.l mvMf to von in fli. first
instanc'o, as in .luf y hoiin.!. I ,.„uM not. without first infnrin-
111,1: vou. (i.livcr .1 Mi(-sa-r to Mm,., h, ( ',„„trss... a iii,.<.a<'e
inlru>t..l In nu. I,v an ,.„tin' srraii-..r: hut tins coinmission
1- a sort (.1 sa.iv.l tru>t. a h .th of whirl, I haw hm power
'" 'ii>po>... Fruin the hi^'h idea of your character which ho
iravc me. I felt sure that you wouhl not oi.[)o.^e me in tli, lui-
tilment of a dyin- re.juest. Mme. ia Coiutesse will he at
lik'rty to break the silence which is impn-ed upon nie

"

At this eulo^rv. the Count swun- his h.'ad \. rv amiably
responded with a tol,.rahly involved e..mi.liment, and finally
'elt me a free field. We returned to the hou,>e. The bell
ninj:. and I was invitd to dinner. As we eanie up to the
house, a <rrave and sihnt couple. .luliette stole a <rIaneo at us
Xot a little surpri.^ed to find her husband eontrivinj,' some
tnvolous excuse for leaving' „> touether. she stopped short
.civing me a ^danee—such a j:lance as women only can give
you. In that look of her..- there was the pardonable curiosity
ot the mistress of the liuu.-e eonfronti'd with a finest dropped
down upon h.T from the ski(>s and innumerable doubts
c<-rtainly warranted by the state of niv clothes, hv niv youth
and my expression, all singularly at variance; tliere'was all
the disdain of the adored niistn'...s. in wluise eves all men .save
one are as nothing; there were involuntarv tremors and
alarms: and. above all. the thought that it was tire.'^omo to
have .in unexpected giiest just now. when, no doubt she had
been scheming to enjoy full solitude for her love. This mute
-lo(iuenc<. I understood in her eyes, and all the pitv and com-
passion in me made answer in a sad smile. I thou'trht of her,

•
IS I had seen her for one moment, in th- pride of her beauty-
-tamling in the sunny afternoon m the narrow a'h'v with the
ilowers on either hand; and as that fair wonderful picture
rose before my eyes, I could not repress a >i>rh.

'•Ala.<. madame, I have just made a verv arduous journey
, undertaken solely on vour account "'

"Sir!"

"Oh! it is ,m behalf uf one who calls vou Juliette that Iam come," I coutinued. Uer face grew white.

'M
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"You will not sec liiiii to-day.""

'|.' lie ill?" v|i,. ii>ki'(l, 1111(1 lirr voice sank lower.
"Yes. Bui lor |)ily",s sake, control yourself. . . . He

intrusted me wuh .-.e-iut,- thai ((.iieern you, and you niuv
lie .Mir,, that uvsrv luc-.H^n^.r (,.iil.l he more dixivt nor m.-iv
devoted than 1."

'"What I- the niatler wiiii iiinir"

"l|o\v li' he lo\cd you iio loie-cr?''

'"''' '''" i> inipo^.-ilil,:"' >he iricd. and a faint smile,
nothing less than frank, hroke o\rr hw face. Tln'n all at
once a kind uf ..hudder ran tiin-u-h her, an.l she reddened,
and .-he gave m.. a wild, .-wil't glan.-e as she a^ked :

"Is he alivi'?"

(ireat (;od ! What a terrihle j)hraM.! I was too young to
bear that tone in luw \„wv; 1 i„adr no reply, .,ii|y looked at
the unhapjiy woman in li(.!ple>s ijcwilderiiR'nt.

'•-Mon.Mcur. nionsieur, give nie an answer!" ^he cried.
"\es, madaiiie."

^

'-Is it true? Oh ! tell me the truth; I can hear the truth.
Tell me the truth! .\ny paiii would he less keen than this
suspen.-;e."'

1 answerctl hy two tears wrung from me hv that strange
tone of hers. She leaned against a tree with 'a faint, sharp
cry.

"Madame, here conies your husband!"
"Have 1 a husband:-"" and with tho.-e words she tied away

out of .sight.

"Well,"" cried the Count, "dinner is growing cold.—Come,
monsieur."

There ,r)on 1 followe<l the master of the house into the
dining-room. Dinner was >erved with all the lu.vury which
we have learned to expect in l'ari<. There were live covers
laid, three for the Count and Countess and their little
daughter; my own, whidi should have been his; and another
for the canon of Saint-Denis, who said grace, and then
asked :

"Why, where can our dear Countess he?''

U-.
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"Oh! the will be hori' dircfti}," said the Count. Up Imd
ha.-tily iicliicd us t.i the souii, iiiul was di.-patciiiii;,' an ample
lilatfl'iil with purtciitoUf* speed.

"Oh I iicplirw." cvflamitii the caii.-u, •"il' your wife were
liri-e. you would heiiave more rationally."

•Tapa will make him.self ill I' said the ehild with a mi^;-
cliit'vous look.

.'u'-t after this extraordinary ^'astronomieal episode, as the
I Mint wa.s ea-:erly lulpin- liiniMlf to u sliee of venison, a
iiousemaid eanie in with, "We lannot find madiine any-
ivliere, biirl"

I .sprang up at the words with a dread in niy -nind, my
f.ars written .so ])lainly in my face, that the oldVanon eame
-lit after me into the garden. The Count, for the sake of ap-
i^'aranees, eame as far a.* the threshold.

"F)on*t go, don't go I" ealled he. "Don't tnuihle yourselves
III I lie least," hut lie dul not olfer to aeeoiiipanv us.

\U' thre(—the ean(»n, tiie hou.sei-.iid. and I—hurried
tlirougii the garden walks and ovi-r owling-green in the
park, shouting, listening for an aii>W( growing more uneasy

' -ery niuiiiont. As we hurried along, 1 told the storv of the
fatal accident, and dh-^covered how strongly the maid was
attaclied to her mistress, for she took mv secret dread far
more seriously than the canon. We went along iiy th, pools
of water; all over tiie park we went; l)ut we neither found the
Countess nor any sign that she had pa.-^.^ed that way. At last
•'> turned hack, and under th.' walls of >ome oiithuildings I
heard a smothered, wailing cry, so stilled that it was si'areely
audible. The soun(l seemed to conii' from a place tliat might
have been a granary. 1 wiiit in at all rhsks, and tlierc'vve
found Juliette. With the instinct of despair, she had l)uried
iierself deep in the hay. hiding her face in it to deaden those
dreadful cries—pudency even stronger than grief. She was
-obbing and crying like a cluhl, hut there was a more poiirn-
ant, more piteous sound in the sohs. There was nothinir feft
in the world for her. The maid pulled the liav from her,
iier mistress submitting with the supine iistlessness of a dying

1*1
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"'iiiimI TI,,. ,,1.11,1 ,,,iil,| iiii,| ii,,tliii,jr ,„ ,„^. |„n ••tIlto
liiadiiiiic; till J, . llnTf

"'

••What I- ih,. iiutlrr vuih h.r:' Wlial is .t, nic(r?" flu' ol.i
caili'll k. |.t nil i'\( l;iiiii|M;,'.

At laM ui'h thr -irl-s hH].. I , ;,.•,•„., 1 J.ilu.tti. (,, her nxmi
;:av.' n,-,l, r, ii,,,i -hr u... ,„,, t,, |„. .||,,„,.|m.,|, Mii.l that fvrs
;"" '""-• '" '"''1 "'•" ti"' t'ouni.... ua- -utrrn.i- fro.,, a .i,.k
'"••"'•"'"•• Tli.n \w raiMf .luNvn t.. iho (iinir.L-ronm, thr
raiion and I.

S,M„.. Ini;,. tin,,, had |)a»rd .urn- wr I,. ft il„. dinn.T-tahh';
I liad -ranrlv -i\.n a th.-w-ht (. thr Coiiin >ii,(v w,- left |;im
'""I- tl"' l.-n,-iUc: hi- ii.dillViviirr had Mirprisrd „it', but
inv ania/..i,„ni mcivaM,! whm «,. ,,i„„. l,;,,.],. ,„„| c^i,,,,] ,jj„,
M'atrd i.hilo>(,i,hi<al' at lahlr. |1,. had .•afti prctiv iirarlv
all thr dllUl.T. to ihr Uu-v drll-hl of hi.s lltth' .lauj.'ht.T' thr
'liild was M.nlin- at h.r f,uhrr\ iLi-r-ant i.ifniclion of tl„.

( ouMtcss riil.s. Tlic iiiaiiV odd iiidillViviKv was oxplaiiUMi
to iiic hy a nilhi altci.-atioii whuli at oixv arost- with the
caiioii. 'j-hr Coiuit wa.. suircrin- from soim' serious oorri-
!''"""•

'
^iiiiiiot iciiHuihn- iiuu what it was. hut his iiumI-

ical adviMTs had j)iii him on a very seven' rejrimen. and the
tero,.,ou> hunuvr fanuliar to .onvah-.vnts. sheer animal
appetite, had overjH.wered all human ben>ihilit.'s. In that
little spaee I had >eeii fraid< and un.lisi:ui>e(i human nature
under tw„ UTy dillermi a>peets. ,n such a sort that there was
a certain -rotesipie element m the verv midst of a most ter-
rible tragedy.

Tli(> evenin.ir that followed was drearv. 1 was tired. The
canon racked \u> i,rains to di.scover a rea.son for hi.s niece's
tears. The lady's hu-hand silently digested his dinner- eon-
tent, apparently, with ih.- (.'ountcss' rather vague explana-
tion, sent through the maid, putting forward smne feminine
ailment as her excuse. We all went early to bed.
As I pas.sed the door of the (.'ounte.ss' room on the ay to

my night".- lodging. 1 a.-kcd >he servant timidly for news of
her. She heard my voice, ami would have me'come in, and
tried to talk, but in vain—she could not utter a sound. She
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'"•nt luT li.-ad, iiiii! I wiili.livw. In si)it,. of tlic piiiufiil a^'ilji-

"""•"lll'lll 'I'l'l t'.l! 1,1 th,. full as ynlltli Ciill frrl, ffcll
.i^Iccp, 1

1 red (lilt witii my funvd iiiarcli.

It wu.s lat.' Ill II,.' rii-lit uIhm | w.i^ awnkfii..! l.v the
L-ralm^ ,M,uii,| ,,r (ini.iin r.ii-- .li.iMii >!iiir|.l\ i.v.t tli,. ni.'tal

."•(is. 'I'llcrc >ilt the ('dUMti-s ;it the f.|.,t (if MIV lied 'i'lu-

li,i.'lit from a laiii]. -d (ui mv t.il.lc f.ll full ii|m,ii h.r face.
"is it rcallv true, inoii.-iciir, (|iiitc triic'r" «li.' a-kc.l. "I

'" ""' !<""« li"" 1 <aii li\c after thai awful h|,nv which
struck iiic down a little while .miuv; hut jii>t ii.,v. I fed caliii.

I want t(p kriipw evervtliiiii:."

••What caiiii:" I Slid ti. iii\M.|f a- 1 saw tlic -ha-tiv pallor
1 her fate coMtraMiii;.' with her hrown hair, and ii("ard thf
..'uttiira! tones (if her void- The havnc ui-diiLrlit in her drawn
Natures tilled iiie with duiiiii aiua/cnicnt.

''h(i>e few hour- had hleaelb d her; she had lo-t a woman's
I.1-, low of autumn color. Jier eves weiv red and swolhn,
not .in^' of tlii'ir l)caiity remained, nothiri;: looked out of them

•
ive her hitter and exeeiMlinu' ,::-ief ; il \\a- a- if a irrav cloud

eovered the [iliice throu^di which the siin had s|i,,ne.

I ;ia\e her the story of the aeeideiit in a few words, without
layin;; too much stress on some too liarr.Avi'i.Lr details. I told
ner ahout our lir-t day's journey, and h.iw it had i)een filled

will, recollections of her and of love. And she li>iene(l

ea^'crly. without sheddiiii: a tear, leaniii:.' h.r face towards
nie. as some zealous doetor mi.uht lean to watch anv chancre
in a patient's faci'. When she >eeiiie(l lo me t,, ha\e opened
her whole heart to pain, to he deliherately pluii.nii;: lierself

into misery with the lir^t delicious frenzy of despair. I cauf,'ht
at my opportunity, and told her <>( tin fear> that tnuihled
the poor dyinj: man, told her how and why it was that he had
irivcn me thi.s fatal nie<.-a<re. Tlieii her tears were dried hy
the fires tliat hnriied in ihe dark depths within her. She
Lrrew evn paler. When I drew the letters from heiieath mv
pillow and held them out {>< her. >he took them meeliaiiieallv ;

then, tremhlin^' from head to foot, she said in a hollow
voice

:
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"And / burned nil his letters!—I have nothing of him
left !—Xolliing ! nothing I""

She Ptriick iier iiaiid agfiinst iier foreliead.

"Madame "'
1 began.

She glaneed at nie in the ednvulsion of grief.
"I cut this from iiis head, this h)ek of his hair."
And I gave her tliat hist imi)erisiiable tnl<,.n that had been

a verv part of him slie loveil .\ I : It \uu ii ad felt, as I fvh
then, her burning tears falling on your hands, vou would
kno\v what gratitude is, when it follows so elosely upon the
benelit. Her eyes sinuic wuli a IVvc4-;>li glitter, a faint ray
of happiness gleamed out of her terrible suffering, as she
gra.-^ped my hands in hers, and said, in a ehoking voiec:
"Ah! you love! May you be hai)py alwavs." Mav you

never lose her whom you love."

She broke olf, and ilcd auay with her treasure.
Next morning, this night-scene among my dreams seemed

like a dream
; to make sure of the piteous truth. 1 was obliged

to look fruitlessly under my pillow for the paeket of letters.
There is no need to tell you how the next day went. 1 spent
several hours of it with the Juliette whom mv poor comrade
had so praised to me. In her lightest words, her gestures, in
all that she did and said, 1 saw proofs of tlu- nobleness of
soul, the delicacy of feeling which made her what she was,
one of those In-loved. loving, and self-sacritieing natures S(i

rarely found upon this earth.

In the evening the fonue de Montpersan came himself as
far as Moulins with me. There he spoke with a kind of em-
barrassment :

"Monsieur, if it is not abusing your good-nature, and act-
ing very inconsideratelv towards a stranger to whom we are
already under obligations, would you have the goodness, as
you are going to Taris, to remit n .-'.'.> of money to M. de^
(I forget the name), in the IJ le du Sentier;! owe him an
amount, and he asked me to s,- id it as soon as possible."

"Willingly," said 1. And in the innocence of vav heart, I
took charge of a rouleau of twenty-five louis d"or, wliidi paid
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ihe expenses of my journey back tu Paris; and only whon, on
my arrival, I went to liie addre^^s indicated to' repav 'th.'

amount to M. dc Montpersan"s orresiM.ndciit. did I iiiidcr-
i^tand the ingenious delicacy with which Julie had oblitrcd
mc. A\as not all the genius of a loving woman revealed in
Mich a way of lending, in her reticence with regard to a
poverty easily guessed?
And what rapture to have this adventure to tell to a "-^nan

uho clung to you more closely in dread, iiaying, "Ui, my
dear, not you! you must not die!"

Paris, January 1832.

I;.
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To M. le Baron Barckou de Pcnhoen.

Xmouii all the p. ..nils ,>f tl.o Oratoiian s,-h„oi at Vcudr.me, we
^nv, 1 think, the ouly two wliu have afterwanl.s met in mid-
•an.er of a life of letters-we wlio once were cuitivatinK I'hilo-

-.I'li.v when l.y ri-hts we sliouhl imve Ix-en minding our De
-
iris. When we met, you were euj^atred upon your noble worlis

ri (Jerman philosopliy, and I ui)on this study. So ueitiier of us
!ias missed his voeation: and you. wlieu y(ui see your name
!.ere. will feel, no doubt, as much pleasure :is he who inscribes
!iis work to you.—Your old schoolfellow,

"*^o I)F Kai.zac.

!t was one o'clock in the niorni.iir, diirinjr tlic winter of IS-'O-
;ii. but in the Viconite^.-e de (irandlieii's salon two person.s
layed on who did not helon.i: to lier fainilv circle. .\ vouno-
\u\ good-lookincr man heard ihe clnck strike, and took his
:<ave. When the courtyard echoed witli the sound of a do-
' iirtin- carriao-e. the \'iconite<se loukcl up. >aw that no one
was present pave her brother and a frim,] „f the family finish-
Av^ their puiie of i)i(piet. ;iml weiii across lo )i,t dau<diter
Hie girl, standing by the chinmev-picce. apparentlv evam-
awj a transparent lirc-x ivcn. was li.^fnin- to the .sounds

•rom the courtyard in a way thai .ju>Iilic,j certain maternal
•cars.

"Cai'iille," .said the \"iconitcv-e. "if vnu coniinue to behave
'> voun.ir (\nnte de Hestaud a> umi have done thi- cwnin.r
\ou Will oblige me to see no more of him here. Lisi.'n. child,"
Mid if you have anv conlidcii.c in niv lovc. jet rn<' -uidc v,ni
in life. At seventeen one cannot judge of past or future, nor li

n
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of certain pocial considerations. I have only one thin<r b

gay to you. M. ile lu'.-laiul has a iiinllicr, a inotlu'r wli'

would \va>lc millions ol' franc.-; a woman of no birth, n Mile

(iiiriot ; [ti'Mjilc iiilki'i] a u"im1 dral ahnut hci' at nru' time. Shi

behaved so badly to Iut own father, that .-he certainly doc-

not de.-crve to have .-o ;,'-ood a son. The youn<.r Count adore

iier, and maintains lier in her |i;isitii)n with dutifuliies.'

worthy of all jirai.-e. and he is e.xlreiiu'ly i.'ood tn liis brolhci

and Slater.—But however adniirai)le his bi'havior mav be,'

the \'icomtt>se addt'd with a :-hi\'U(l expression. •".<() lon<: a;

his mother lives, any family would take alarm at the idea ol

intrusting a daughter's forUuu' and future to V(mni:

Kestaud.
"

"1 overlu'ard a W(U'(! now and again in your talk with Mile

de Grandlieu," cried the friend of th- t'amily. "and it niad(

nie an.xious to put in a word of niy o '^w. -1 have wuii, M. h

t'onite."* he added, turning to his o[)[; uient. "I shall throw

you over and go to your niece ".s assi.-tance."

'"See what it i> to have an attorney's (>ars I"' e.vclaiinei

the N'ieoiiitesse. ".My dear Derville, how could you know
what I was saying to Camille in a whisijer/'"

"1 knew it from your looks." answered Derville, seatini

him.>-elf in a low chair by the lire.

Caniille's uncle went to her side, and Mnie. de (irandliei

took up her position on a hearth stool between her daughtei

and D-Tville.

"The time has come for telling a story, wduch shoulc

modify your judgment as to Krnest de Kestaud's prospects."

".\ story?" cried Camille. "Do beirjn at once, nnuisieur."

The glance that Derville gave tiie Vicomtesse told lier thai

this tale was meant for her. The Viconites.-<e de tirandlieu

be it said, was one of the greatest ladies in the Faiihourii

Saint-tiermain. by reason (d' her fortune and her ;r:icien1

name; and though it may -eem iiuprohable that a I^^ri^

attorney should speak >o familiarly to her, or be so much a1

home m her house, the fact is nevertheless easilv explained.

When Mme. de Urandiieu returned to France with the
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Hovjil family, she fiim.. to I';iri>. aiid ;it fir^t livod ciilin-lv on
ilic j)i.'ii>ioii allnuvil her (,ut (if til,' Civil Li-t i,v I^oiiis X \'1

1 1.

:iii iiit.ilcrai.lc jiMMlidii. Til,. 11,-,|,.| ,|r (iraiidliiMi iiii,l I n
"''' '') til'' I.'<'i)"l'lif- 1' faiiH' !.' DiTviIle'- kpoulclLTi' that
there uviv Hau- in tin- title, and he ihuu-iit thai it <,n^rl,t to
''''"'" '" ll"' \'ir.)!iii|.--.., 11,. in-iiiiiicd p'Mciv.lmJ!- for
nullitv ,,f contnut. and -:aim.d tlie day. KncouraLTcd bv tliis

^:l^(•^^^. he u-rd \r;_n\ (ii:il,!,l(.> i,, <xh-U piirpuM' that he' coni-
i";lhd soni,. in>ti!iitinn or oth..r t.. di-.r,,,.,,-,. n,,. y.,,.,.^^ ,,f
I;Hrncy. Then lie won certain lawsuits a.uMin-^t the Canal
d'Orleans. and rec-wred a t-!e,-:iMv lar-v aiiunint ,,f ., ,•,,[.-

'•rty. with which t'le Knipep.r had end,,wed various pnhlic
instHntions. So it fell <,ut that, ihank. to the voimL: .-ittor-
ney's skilful inanaTeiiM.ni. Mm,.. ,], Cran.lli.'.u's ineomc
reached the sum uf .,ome si.xty thou^an,! fran.s, to say
nothing' of the va>t .miiii:^ n.tuni.'d tn lu:- hv th,. law of in-
demnity. \nd Derville, a m, ii ,d' hi-li ' character, well
iformcd. m,.de>t. am! ideasint in ,-omjmnv. hecanie the
houso-friend of the family.

I')y hi< eonduct of Mme. d.' Craiidlieu--. all'air- he Imd fairlv
earned the esteem of the Faiil)our- Saint-'iermain. and ninn-
hered the best families amon,i: his clients; hut he dul n,,t take
advanta^^e of his popularity, as an and.itious man mi-!it have
'-Me. 'i'lie Vie..mt,-.<e would have had him -ell li;<^practice
and enter the magistracy, in which career advinccnient
would have heeii swift and certain with such inllueii,-,. at his
lispo.si!

:
hut he pe; - .f.-ntlv refii-d all oflVr^. ][e onlv went

nti) society to keep up his conne(.tii.ns. hut he o,.ca.^ionallv
-!"'"I iin evening at the II,'.!. I ,1,. (Iraii.llieu. it was a very
>i(ky thing for him that hi^ talents had heen hr .u-ht into
•ne liLdit hv his d,.v.,th,n to Mpie. ,1,; (inindlieu. f.,r his ])rae-
"'ee otherwise mi-lit h.ive ;- .ne to in'-v,.... D.Tville had n,)t
ui attorney "s soul. .Since i-::-n,.<t de IJe^iau.! had apiieared
^,'

''"' ^''''''1 '^'^ 0-a,!,11i,.e, ;md 1„. had ',:-,.,! thai Camille
ieit attracted to the vontiL^ man. i),.rvil!,> ha,] I ,i a^ a-^-^idu-
a.s in his visits a< anv dandv ,.f th- C!;,MH~e,.-,rAmin' ,„>„-lv
admitted to the iiohie Faubourg. At u ball onlv a few day^
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before, when ho happened to stiiiid near Cainille, and said,

indicatiiijr tlie Count

:

"It i- ;i [Illy that \niider youii^'ster has not two or three

niillioii I'raiK ,-, is it iini
;-"'

"Is it a ]iity!' I do uot think .-o." the ;.qr! aiiswTed. ".M.

de He>taud lia> jileiily ni aijility: h«.' is well ('(hicateJ, and the

^Iini>tcr. his chief, thinks well uf hini. lie will \>v a reniark-

alilr man, I have ]\n donht, "Yonder youn,^ster' will have as

mueh in.>iU'y a~ he wi-iic- wlim he <-oiiifS into jiower."

"Yes. hut sujipo.-e that he were rich already?""

"llieh already :•- repented t'aniille. Ilu>hing red. "Whv,
all the L'irJs in the room wnuld he (nuirrelinj,^ for him," she

added. glaneinL;' at the (|ii;i(lriile-.

"And then," retorted the attorni^y, "Mile, de (Irandlieu

might not he tlie one towanls whom hi< eves .ire alwavs

turned!' That is what tliat red eolor means I Y'ou like lain,

do you not ? Come, ^[leak out."

Caniilie suddeidy ro>e to g(j.

"She Iove> him," Derville thought.

Since thai evening. Canulle had heen unwontedly attentive

to the attorney, who approved (jf her liking for Krnest de

Kestaud. Hitherto, although she kiiew well that her faiiuly

lay under great ohligntions to Derville. >he had felt respeet

rather than real friendship for him, their relation was more
a matter of politene.-> than of warmth of feeling; and bv her

manner, and le, the tones of her voiee. >he had alwavs made
liim sensiiile of the di.-tanee which socially lay lietween them.

Gratitude is a charge upon the inheritance which the second

generation is apt to repudiate.

''This adventure." Derville began after a pause, "brings

the one romantic e\eni in my life to mv mind. You are

laughing already." he weiit on; "it -eems so ridiculous.

doesn"! it, that an atioi-ney slhadd speak of a romance in his

life? Hut once 1 wa.- live-and-twenty. like evervimdv else,

and even then I had seen <ome (pieer things. I ought to begin

at the begiunin ' by telling you about some one whom it is
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impossihlo that yon should have known. Th<' man in
li'iii was a nsuHT.

'•('an yon L'rasp a clear notion of that sallow, wan face of
•lis!' I wish the Aiv,ln,iic wmild -i\r nir li'a\r to (Juli surh
f.ir.-s tho hiihir type. It was lik,. silvcr-.uMlt, with tlw irilt

-lih'H'd oir. ]t\< hair was irnn-'/rav. .li'ck. and carrriilly
iniicd; his fraliirc,- tnifxht have hivn cast in hronzc ; 'I'allcy-
"''"' hiniscll" wa- lot more impa^ivc than tins inoncv-
Mdcr. A pair of little eyes, yrllow as a ferret's, and with
'arce an eyelash in them, peend out from nnder the .-hejter-
n- peak of a shahhy old cap. as ii' thev feared the li-ht. He
'iad the thin lijis that you see in 1,'einhraiidl's .,r Metsu's
finrtraits of alchemists and shrunken old men, and a nose so
-iiarp at the tij) that it put ynu in mind of a .nmlet. His
voice was low; he always spoke suavely; he never Hew into a
;)a--ion. His a,i:e was a prohlem : it was hard to sav whether
"i- had frrown (dd Ixd'.tre h\< time, or whether !ty economy of

le.th he had saveij enouirh to hist him his life.

'•Tills room, and everything: in it. from the ^q-cen i)aiz(> of
his bureau to the strip of earjiet hy the hed. was as clean and
ihreadhare as the chilly sanctuary of some elderlv spinster
•vho spends her days in ruhhinir her furniture. In winter
•line, the live brands of the tire smouldered all d.ay in a i)ank
of ashes: there was never any (lame in his -rate. He went
hrouph his day. from hi,- uprisini: to his evenin_r couirhinfr-
M. with the rcLMiIarity of a pendulum, and in some sort was
a clockwork man, wound up hv a niuht's shimhiT. Toucli a
•vood-louse on an excursion across your sheet of pafier. and
•lie creature .-hanis death: and in somethin.i: the -ame wav
my acquaintance would stop short in the middle of a .<en-

'ence. while a cart went hv. to save the strain to his voice.
Followinj.-- the example of Fontenelle. he was thrifty of pulse-
-trokes, and concentrated all human sensihilitv in the inner-
most sanctuary of Self.

"His life tloweil soinidless as the sand- (.f an liour-^das.s.

His victims sometimes liew into a rage and made a great" deal
19
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of noiso, followed by :i /.Tcit -ilnuv; so is it in a kitchen after

a fovvlV rn'i-k li.i.- liccii v, r,.iiu'.

••'rowani I'vniiii.Lr tins lull nf i'\chaii,i:i" incarnate would
assume ordiiiarv liiiman .-liapc, auil Ins nu'tals were nicta-

niorpho-cii into a iiuinaii heart. U licii he was .-ati-lii^d with
his (lay's l.usincss. he woulij ruh his haiuls; his inward ;.'lei'

Would c^(a|lc like .--ninke ihrdu^h >'\vvy nil and wriid\le of

his face;— in n.,- olhcr way is it pn^Mhle to •j.isc an idea of

the mute play of niii^( !e w !i;eli e\i>re--ed -t n-ai i^n- >iimlar to

liie >ounil!e~- lauLdiler n( Lufl/nr .<l<jrhlii'j. Indeed. e\eii ni

tran>iior!> u( i(i_\. In.- conser-aiion w^is coniiiied i,i nioi.osvl-

lahle.- ; he were ili,. ^:l^l(' n ai-coiiiniiiial e aintenance.

"'i'his was the iiei.'hlior (han(i' feuiid for ine in the house
in the Rue f\i'< (ire-, where I i;>ed to live when as vet I was
only a .-ecotid clerk !iiii,-hinj: niv third year".- >tudies. 'j'lio

lioUM' is daiiiii and dark, and lii'a>ls no courlvard. .\ll the

windows look on the -treei : the whole dwellinu-. in elau<tral

fashion, is divided into rooms or cells <>\ e(iuai si/.e. all open-
ini,' u{>on a lorn: corridor dimly lit with herrowed liidit.-. The
place mu,-l have Im , n part (d' an old convent once. So
;,doomy wa- ii. iliat the piiety .d" e!de-t sons forsook them
on the stair> hefore tliey reached mv n 'iudihor's door. He
and his hou-e were much alike; e. -n so does the ovstcr

resemhle his native rock.

"1 was till' one creature with whom he liad anv communi-
cation. Socially >peakin:i; hi' v.ould conic in to ask for a liirht,

to horrow a hook or a new-paper, and of an evenimr he would
alh)w me to ,iro into lii> <eil. and ulieii he was m the iMinior

wo would chat top'ther. Th. .-" mark- of eonlidenee were the

results of four years of neiLrhhorhood jind mv own -oher con-

duct. From slieer kiek of pence. I was hound to live prettv

much a< he did. Had he anv relations or friends? Was he

rich or jioorr Xoliody could !_MVe ;in an>wer to these ((ues-

ti' .,.-. 1 niy>elf ne\fr -aw money in his room. Doulitless his

eajiital was safely stowed in the stronix rooms of the Hank.
He used to collect hi- lull- !iiiii-elf as tliev fell due. riinnip'.''

all over l*aris on a pair id' shanks as skinny as a stair's. On
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occasion he could In' a iiiartvr to [iriHlcnrc. One dav. wlu'ii

he liaiipciicd to have 'n,\,\ m In- imckfl-. a duuhlc iiapolcMUi

worked its way, m)iih'Ii()W or other, out i>\ hi- foli and i'ell. and
anolhei iod^'cr t'c.lhnvin;: liiiii up the ^tal^^ puked up tlie

coin and returned it to it.- owner.

"'That i>irt mine I' said lie. witli a start of surprise.

'Mine indeed! If I were rich, should 1 live .-h I do!*

"He made his cup id' eunVe him.H'lf every ninrnin;: on the

cast-iron chafiiij: di.-h which stood all day in the Maek an^do
of the f:rate: his dinner came in fnmi a enok-hup; and our
old porterV wife went nj) at the pre^erilied hour to set his

room in order. FimJly, a whim-iial chance, in which Sterne

would have seen predestination, had named the man (Johseck.

When 1 did business for him later, I came to know that ho
was aiiout seventy-six years old at the time when we became
acquainted. Mo wa.s born about 1710. in some outlying?

subur!) of Antwerp, of a Dutch father and a .T"wish mother,

and his name was .Tean-Ksther Van (lobsecK. You remember
how all Paris took an interest in tliat murder case, a woman
named Ln hellc Ilollnthlciso ! 1 liap])ened to mention it to

my old neiirhbor, and he answered without the slightest

s\Tiiptoni of interest or surpris(\ 'She is my Lrrandnicce.'

"That was the only remark drawn frnm liim bv the death
of his sole surviving.' ne.vt of kin. his sister's jr''anddau<:hter.

Yronv reports of the ease I found that La brlh IIullandau<e

was in fact named Sara \'an (loli-eik. When I asked by

what curious chance his grandniece came to bear his surname,

he smiled

:

" 'The women never marry in our family.'

"Sinjiular creature, he had never cared to find out a sinfflo

relative among four <:encrations counted on the female side.

The thouirht of his heir- was abhorrent to him: and the idea

that his Wealth cduhj pa.-s into other hand.- after his death

simply incon^'civablc.

"He was a child, ten year- old, when his mother shipped

him off as a cabin boy on a voyage to ilie l)ut. a Straits Set-

tlements, and there he knocked about for twtutv vears. The
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iii.M rutiil.li" linr^ on fli.ii silluu rnnhca,! k-rpt the sof>rot uf
liornhk' adu-iiiurc,-. .-iidilcn panii'. iiiilioprdlMr luck, roman-
tic cro.-s cMiit-. jiivs that kii.w m. limn, liiini^cr ciidiirt'd and
love trampled under fnui, iMiinnc.. n-ki'd. In.-i, and rccovi-rcd,
life <'ndan;:crcd time .in. I time a-ain. and -a\cd, it niav be

kv '" t' '!"• nipid. rinhlc-s dcciMun^ aiiM)lvc(l hv necessity!
He had km.uii Ailmiral Simeu.e. M. ,]r !<allv, M. de K,.]-.

garouet, M. d'l'stain- /- Ilailll. .!, Suijrm. m". de i'orten-
ihuTe. Lunl CornwaMis Lord Ija-iin-s, Tipj Salnl.'s
ffitlicr. Tippoo Salul. lum-eir. Tiie i.ully who served Malia-
(laji Sin Ihia, Kin^r of Delhi, and did so mm li to found the
})<)wer of the Mahratt;i>. had had dealin;:s with (iohseck.
Lon;,' re-^iden<r at Si. 'i'!ioiiia< hn.u^dit him in contact with
A ietor Hiiirlies and other notorious pirate-;. In his (pie>t of
fortune he had hd't id stone unturned; witness an atteni[.i
to diseoviT the treasure <d' I hat trihe of sava-e^ so famous in
Buenos Ayres and it- nei-iihorhood. lie "had a personal
knowledge of the event- of t!:e American War of In<Iepend-
ence. Rut if he spoke <>( tli(> Indies or of America, as he did
very rarely with me. and never witli anv (uie else, he seemed
to re<rard it as an indiscretion and to repent of it afterv/ards.
If humanity and soeiahiliiy are in some sort a reli^'ion, (Joji-

Fock nii-rht he ranked as an infidel; hut thou.uh I set nivself
to study him, I must conft>ss. to my shame, tliat his' real
nature was iiiipenetral)le up to the verv la,-t. I even felt
chmhts at times as to his sex. If all usurers are like this one,
I maintain that they heloni: to the neuter ^'cmler.

"Did he adhere to his mother's reli,i:ion? Did lie look on
Gentiles as his lei:iiimate prey? Had he turned Roman
Catholic. Faitheran. .Mahometan. Rrahmin. or what not? I

never knew anythiiiir what-fwcT ahout his relii,'ious opinions,
and so far as I could see, he was indilFer 'nt rather than in-
credulous.

"t)ne eveiiiiii: I Went 111 to .-ee this man who had turned
himself to ,i:(-ld; the iiMUer. whom his victims (his clients.
as lu' styled ih.'iii) were w.,nt to call D.xldv (Iohseck, perhaps
irunically, jierhaj.^ by way of autiplirasii.

'

He wab ^iUting lu
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!11S armchair, rimtionlc'-s Jis n statiio, starinp flvedlv at the
Mlllntc'l-^lll•lt, when' iic -rciiH'il til n-atl the fimircs of his

-tati'iiicnts. A lamp, witli a \hhU--' | that hail oiico boon
;:ri'en, was biiriiiii;.' in the rnoiii ; luit so far from takinj,' color
lr:im its siiiok;. Ii;;lit. iiis face scitiu'd to .-land out positively

paler a','aiiir-t iIk- liack.irroimd. He pointed to a chair set for

me. hilt not a word did lie sav.

'"What thoii;:ht> (an tliis heinir ha\i' in his niind?' said I

to myself, 'i)oes he know that a (lod e.\i^t^; does he know
there are such thiiiL:* as feelins:. woman, happine-s!-' I pitied

tum as 1 miLdit ha\e pitied a diseased creature, p.ut. a; the

-ame time. I kneu (piite well that while he had million^; of

francs at his command, he pos.-^es-ed the world no ]e»< in idea

—that World which he had explored, ransacked, weighed,
appraised, and exploited.

"'(iood d.iy. I)add\ (iol)?eck." I lie^'an.

'•Fie turned his faci' towards me, with a <li;,'ht contraction
of his hu>hy, black eyebrows; this characteristic shade of
<'\pre«sioti in him meant as much as the most jubilant smilo
on a Southern face.

'••Vou look ju.-t as j:loomy as you did that day when the
news came of the failure of that Iiookseller whose .sharpnegs

you ailinired so much, thotiirh you were one of his victims.'

'•'One of his victims?' he repeated, with a look of aston-
ishment.

"'ies. Did you not refuse to accept composition at the
meetinp of cretiitors until he undertook privatelv to pay you
your debt in full; and did he not awe you bills accepted by
the insolvent iirm: and then, when he set np in biisinessi

ajrain. did he not pay you the dividend upon those bills of
yours, si<.med as they were by the bankrupt Iirm:-''

'•He was a sharp one. but I had it out of him.'
'•'Then have you muiic bills to protest? To-dav is the

:mh. I believe.'

"it was the lirst tiim- that 1 had ,-poken to him of monev.
He lo()k(>d ironically up at me; then in iho.-e bland accents,
not nnlike the hiiskv tones whidi the tyro draws from a
tlute, he answered, 'I am amusing myself.'
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'S(( yoii anmsf yonrpclf iinw lui 1 iipiin?'

'•'l)o \<>ii iriiii;:iiic lliii! il iil\ |i,.fts in ih,' worM are
thiiM' who print ihnr \,.r-i's?" In' a>ki'«l. with a |iitviii^' look
and >hniu' "I" ihr .-houhlir^.

"Tortrv ill Ihat li.ad !" thmi-lit I, fur as vet I know
IKitllitlL' "f his lil'i'.

• 'W liat life iniild hi' as L'lorioii- a-i iiiiiic':' he continiii'd,

and Iiis cyi's li^dilcd iiji. 'Vol! an- Vdiiii;.'. ymir riictital vision-;

!\rr r .1 rrd liy Vinithl'lll hlnod, \nl| -cc WulMCirs f.lccS in till'

fire, while I -IT III. thin;,' hut cdal- in niiiic. \,)\i have all sorff*

of hiliifs. uhili' I ha\.' no hdicfs at all. Keep your illusion;*

— if Mill (an. \nw I will shnw ymi lifo with th.' discount
tak. n iiff. Co w hiTrvir uni liki'. or stay at lionio hy the firi"-

sidf with your wifi', th. re alway ; conies a timcwhr'n von settle

dov II in a r.rtain L'foove. the ltoom- of your jirefcrenro ; and
then h. lipinc^s consists in the cvercis,. of M)ur faniltios hv
iifiplvini: them to nalities. .\riytliin.: inore in the way of
precept is fal-c. ^\\ principl-s have l.eeri various, amonir
various men: ! had to chanu'<' them «it!i evcrv chanirp of
latitude. Thinirs that v.v admire in Kiiropo arc jmnishahle
in Asia, and a vice in Paris l.ecoines a iieiessitv when voii

ha\e [lassed ih,. Azores. There are no sueli thin.irs as hard-
aiid-fa-t rules: ih.r • o,i'v ('inventions adapted to tin?

climate. Flinir a man iicadlonu' into one social iiieltiiii: j)o'i,

aftei another, and eoiivietions and forms and moral systems
become so many meaningless words to him. 'i'lic one thinsj

tliat alwavs nniaiii-. th(< one sure instinct that nature has
iniyilanted in us. is the inslinct of self-preservation. In
Kiiro;iean s(ici,.ty vou e.-dl this instinct self-interest, jf vmi
had lived as lon^r as I have, you would know that there is hut
one concrete reality invariahle enmiirh to he worth carin"
ah'iiit. an. I that is— 'Ioi.d. C,,!,] represents every form of
human power. I have traveled. 1 found out that there were
either hill- or plain.; e\ervwhere: the plains are monotonous,
the hills a we.-iriiicss ; coii.-c.pient ly. place may he left out of
the ijiic-tion. As to manners; man is man all the world over.
'I'lie sanie battle iietween the jt.jor and the rich is going on
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evcryuhcrr; it is iti.'\ itali'r (•\rn when- : <-,.ii-;.'(|ik.ntlv. it is

iMti.i . .xiiloii iliiiii (,, l„. ,\|,i,,||r,|. Kwr\wlM.|.' \mu lin.l

Illf Iliilll <if tl|.\v- .UmI Hlirw.- ul,M |,mN. ;i|i,"| !!„
I
\'||| |.liat If!

iti.iii who I.. iiHiil- liiiiiMlf; ami j.iiaMiiv,- aiv cscpn u lirrt;

till- suiic, (m- wii.ii all >fH,-ali>>ii- ai. -Aliau-Ifci, all llial Mir-
\i\c.s IS \iiMil_\ Vainly is tln' ilii.iiii- -iili-laii. r uf us, ih,- /
ni us. VaiiilN i- ..hl\ to 1,(. -at'Mir.l l,\ -,,|i| in il,„,,|,. Our
ilri'iims ncf.l tun,, ainj pliu-Kai m.aiis ami |iain»takiii<,'

ih.iu;:lit I.cImiv thrv ran In. ivahz.Ml. W.'ll. ;;.,|,| .•.uilaiiis all
tliiii;:s III i-iiii.n..: lT"!'! realize, all thin:.'- lor iiv

" 'Noiif hilt I'nnl- and invaluN can (Ind [)li'a-nrc in -liiillliii;,'

••mis all rvriuii-- Ion- to lin,| .,ni uluthrr tl,,', sliall um a
f''W pence iit thf end. Xonc hut dnv.liii;.' idiots coiild -pen.!
""" '" iinininnir inio all thai i- happmin- around thrrn,
whether Madame Siieh-an-Oni' shpt nnirlr on hrp couch or
in e(.rn])any. whetlier she has i v hh.od than Ivinph. nioro
leniperanieiit llii.ii virtue. \,>nc hut the (hipc~. w!io fondly
iiiiaH-ine that thiy an- u-cful to their like, lan intere^ tlieiu-
.-elves in laying' down riih^s for p-ditical -unhiiice ami<l events
which neither they nor any one else fon>-ce<, nor ever will
foresee. Noiic hut -imph'ton- c;in d -liLdit in t.ilkin- ahout
staire players and repeating' their siyin.u's; niakiiiir the daily
pnuiicnade of a ca>:cd animal over a ratiicr lar;rer ana";
dress, n;;- f,,r others. ,:;;inu' for others, pridiiiir theinselves on
a horse or a carria;.^' such a< no iiciudihor can have until three
'lays later. What is all tins hut I'arisian lif.. summed up
in a few phra.-es? I.et us lind a lii-her outlook on life than
ihcirs. Hajipiness consists either in strong' emotions which
drain our viiality, or in mctho<lical occu[)ation which makes
existence like a hit of Iji-lish machinery, workin<r with iho
re^'ularity of clockwork. A In-her hajtpincss than .•itlier

consists in a curiosiiv, st_\!cd iiohje. a wish to learn .Nature's
spcrcts. or to attempt hy artilicial nii'ans to imitate .Nature
to some c.\tent. What is liiis in iwo words hut Science and
Art, or passion or calm;-—Ah! well, everv human pa-^<ion
wrouirht up to its hi^die-t pitch m the stru'-Ldc for existence
comes to parade itself here hefore ni<.—as 1 Uve in calm. A.s
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furvniir scientific tu^i^^lty, a kiuij dl' wrestling l)()ut in whicji
mail 1- ih\rr uii[tcriiin>t, 1 ivplarc it b_v au insight into all the
sj)ring.- of action m iimn and umniin. 'lo .-uni uji. llu' world
is mine witliout ellort (d' iiiiin'. and the world lia,- iiol the
slightest huld (111 inc. Li>ten to ihi,-," he went on. i will tell

you the history of my morning, ind urn will divine mv
j)lea.-ure-.'

"lie got lip, jm-hed the huh of tlu door. Iivw a tanestrv
curtain aer(i>.-. it witii a diarp grating MHind (d' tlie ring.- <n\

the rod. then he >at dnwn aLiain.

"'This morning.' he said. '1 had only two amounts to cul-

Icct; the rest of the hills that were ,liie I ^s.n^i away instead
of casli to my cu.-toiiiers yt'.-ierilay. Sn miieh saved, you see,

for wln-ti I di.-eoiint a hill 1 alway- dediiet two fi'am-s t'or a
hired hrougham

—

exjK'ii.H's cf enlJiMtinii. A pretlv thing it

would h.'. would it lint, if my elir'nts were to .-et inr triidir-

ing ail over I'ari> for half-a-doziai francs of discount, when
no man is my ina>ter. and I only pay seven francs in the
shape of taxesr

" '
1 he lirst hill for a thoii>and francs was presented hv a

young fellow, a -man lnick with a spangled wai>tcoat. and
an eyegla>s, and a tilluiry and an Knglish hor.se. and all the
rest of it. The hill hore tlu' -ignaliire id' one of the prettiest
women in Pari.-, married to a Coimt. a great landowner.
Xow. huw came that {'ounte>> to [)iu her name to a hill of
exchange, legally not worth -'le paper it was written upon,
but jiractieally very uuod lui-iiies-: for these women, poor
tilings, are afraid of the .-caudal that a prote-ii'd hill makes
in a family, and would give themselves aw.iy in pavment
sooner than fail:" I wanted to find out what that hill of
exchange really rejiresented. Was it stupidity. impru<ience,
love, or cliarity !'

'••The second hill, hearing t!ie -ignature "Fanny .Malvaut,"

came to me from a linen-draper on tiie highwav to hank-
niptcy. Xow. no creature who has any credit with a iiank

comes to nir. 'I'he first step to my door means tliat a man
is desperately hard up; th.at the news of his failure will soon
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coiiie out: iiiu], iii(i>t of all. it iiirans tliat lie has liccn cvitv-
wiiiTc else lii>t. 'I'he >\n;j: i^ alwa,v> al Kay uh.-ii I .~,v hjni,
and a i)aek nf (rrdiiMr^ aiv hard upnii his traek. The
(); .n - iixcd 111 the JJiic dii licldcr. ami m_v Kannv m the
Iiuc .Mojil: ;ii''i'e. liow many ciiiijcctiircs I made a.- I set

ut liii^ iimining: If these I wu women were not ahle to pay,
.I , w.mld -how me more rc-|iect than tiiey would show their

own !ril;:Ts. What triek- and -nmaee- wnuld not the
Countess try for a thousand francs! .She would he so nice
to me, she would talk to me in that inL'rr.tiatin;: tone [xeidiar
to endor.-ers of hills, .-he would jiour out a tiu'reiu of eoaxing
\»-ords. |)i'rhai»s >he would he-- ami ju-a;>. and I .

." (here
(lie old man turned his pale (ye- upon me—'and I not to be
moved, iiu'.xorahlr !" he ontin'aed. •[ nm there as the
avenger, the apparition of I!emor>e. So much for hypotheses.
I reached tiie house.

''"•Madame la Comtes,-.' is a.-leej)," says the maid.
When tan I mc her?"

"'"At twelve o'clock.
•

"' "Is .Madame la ( omIes^e ill?"

" ' "Xo, .-ir, hut she only came home at three o'clock this
morning from a ball."

"'"My name is (iohseck, tell her that 1 sh.Jl call again at
twelve o'clock." and out I wt'Ui. leaving trace- of mv muddy
boots on the carpet which covered the p.ivcd .-tairca>e. I like

to leave mud on a rich num's carpet; ii i> not ]ictlv -pite; I

like to nuike them t'eel a touch of the claws of Xeccs.-it.. In
the iJue Montmarlre I ihru.-t open the old gatewav ..f a ])oor-

looking uou-e, and l.joked into a dark courtyard where the
sunligiit never sli;nes. The porter's lodge was grimy, the
window looked like the sleeve of some shabby wadded gown—
greasv. dirtv. and full of holes.

"'"Mile. Fanny Malvaut?"
"' She ha,s g(uie ,)ut ; hut if you have come about a bill,

the money is waiting for vou."
'1 will look in ag.iin." <aid I.

'As soon a.s I knew thai the ptu-ter had the money for
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mi', I wanted to know what tlw i^iil was likt'; I pictured lier

as pi'iity. Tile i\-t iif ihc nic.rniii:: I .-pent in I'lukin^^ at the
prints in tlic >]\np window,^ alnii;_r ih,. lumlcvaid ; then, jusi

as it struck twelve, 1 went thmu^h the Cuunicss" ante-
(hai.ilier.

' ".Maiiaine has ju.-i ihi- minute run;: fur uie," said the
maid; "'l don't think ^Iw <an ?ee vnu vd."

' "l will «\ait,'" ^ald 1, and ,-al dnwn in an casv-cliair.

""Xciiriian .-iiiiticrs weii- oj)ciied, and proently the maid
came hurrvin^'- iiack.

" ' "Come in, .-ir."

'•'i'"rum ihu .-weet lone of the .^irTs voice. I knew that the

mistress cnulil not he iea(!\ io jiav. Wlial a iiaiiu-<iiiie woman
it was that 1 saw in another momein ! She had tlun^' an
Indian .-haul ha>tilv m\,i' iier hai'e >houlders, eoverim: her-

t-elf wilii it comjilctelv, while it rc\caled the Ijare outlines of

tile ferm heiieatii. She wnre a loe-e ^(lun trimmed with

?now\- nililcs, whith t^ld plainly that her laundress" hills

amounted to .-omeiliinL:' like two thou.-and francs in the

course of a year. Her dark curls e>capcil from beneath a

bri.i:ht Indian handkerehicf. knotted carcles>l\ ahoui her head

after the fasluon id' Creole women, 'j'he hed lav in di-order

that told of hroken .-Inmhei-. A painter would have paid
money la stay a \\\\\\v to mm- the -ceiie that I saw. I'nder the

lu.xtiriotis hanirinir draperie-. the [lillow, eru>!ied into the

depths of an eidei--do\\ii (piilt. its lace border -landim: out

in contrast aLrain-t ilie backirround (d' l)lue >ilk. liore a

va<rue inijjress that kindled the imnLrination. A pair of satin

slippers eleamed from the ui-eat bear-skin rtij: s|)read bv the

carved mahoirany lion- at the berl-foot. where she had thm^'

them oir in her wearinc-- aft.'r the ball. .\ crumpled irown

hnnLr over a i hair, the -h eves touchinL:- the tloor: -toekinirs

wbieh a breaih weidd l;,!\e Mown awa\' were twisted about

the IcLT of an ea-y-chair: while ribboTi irarters straiTi-ded over

a settee. A fan of price, half unfolded, udittered on the

chimii'.y-picee. 1 (rawer- .-lood ..pen: tleiwiq--. diamonds,
gloves, a boiiipiet. a jrirdle, were littered aliotit. The room
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was full of \a,truc sweet peil'uiiM'. And—Itenoath all ilie lux-
ury and (li-nrdiT, heauiv and incuimrnit v, I saw Misery
iniucliiii.L:' in h.-iiI fur lur nr 1^ i- her aiinrrr. Miscrv rcarin.i^

its head, for the ('Muiitess had In^^wu to tVel the nlisi- ot' tho-e

l"an<:s. Her tir^d face was an epitnnie of the rn..|ii slrew,.

with relies of pa-t fe.-livah The .-catti'nMJ i:<" aws. pitial)le

Ihis inorniiij:. when -ailieml tii,i,rether and c.hrrent. had
luriiril head- th" nijiit hrhnv.

"'What eH'ort- to drink (<{' the Tantalus euji <>{ hiiss [

could read in thc-c tracer of ln\c -triekeii hy ihi' ihuniK'r-
Ixilt remorse— in this visihie pre-entinent o\' a life of luxnrv,
extra vaj:aiice, and riot. There .vcre faint red marks on her
yuun;,^ face, signs of the fiiimi'v- of the skin; hut her features
were coarsened, as it wen', ami the cireh-s ahout her eyes were
iinwontedly dark. Nature nevertheless was so viirf)rous in
hor, that these traces of ]»a.-t fullv did not spoil her heauty.
Hor eyes glittered. She lookei! like- >onie IfrnuUns of da
Vinci's (T have dealt in pi.iures). >,, ma::inlieently full of
life and energy was she: there was Motliing starved nor
stinted in feature or outline: she awikein.d desire: it seemed
to mo that there was somi' passion in her yet strong, r than
love. T was taken with her. It wa^ a long whil(> since inv
heart had throhlied : so I was ]>ai(i then and there— for I

woahl give a tliou>an(i francs fi>r a .<en^ation that .should
hring me hack memories of vouth.

"'"Monsieur." she said, finding a chair for me. "will
you be so good as to wait!'"

"'"Tntil this time to-morrow, madame." I said, folding
up tho bill again. "1 cannot legally })rotest this bill anv
sooner." And within myself 1 said—"Pay the price of your
luxury, pay for ycuir name, pay for your ease, pav for the
monopoly which you enjoy: The rich have invented .jwdu^es

and courts of law to secure tlieir goods, and the guilloiiui—
that candle in winch so many an ignorant moth burns his
wings. But for y.ui who lie m silk, under silken coverlets,

there is remorse, and grinding of teeth bem^ath a smile, and
those fantastical lions' jaws are gaping to set their fangs in
your heart."
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"' 'Protest tho Inll' C;,,, ni-Mn it?" f^lio rrir.!. with
li<T_eyc. ii|M,n II. e; -..mM ymi |,,-iv,. -,, litth. r,,ii-i,l,.ratiuii for

'""If !!i,. Km- hirn-^rlf MW,.,I imm,hv t.. in-, iiiiul.-iinr. and
''"' ""' !''> ''• I -^li"!'!.! >ninni..M^ Inni ex,,, ^, „„„.!• ihan aiiv
othcr dcliicir,"

'"Winic uv ucri' -pcakin.!:. M.incl.o.lv tapiM-d ^^mtlv at the
floor.

' ' "i cannoi .,. anv nm ," >hc crird iniinrioii-lv.
""i'.ur. .\iia>iaH'r. i [Mriiciilar'v ui^h to >[)rak to you."
"•••Xni jn>i nnw. ,K,,r,- >h.' anM\vrr,| in a niild.'r 'tone,

i'Ut with nil .M-ii lit' ivjfii'in'j-.

""•What iinn-in-i.: V,,„ aiv talkiiii: to sume one." said
the vi.ice. and in caiiie a man who coiihl ,,nly he tlie Count.

" -The Countess -ave iiie a -hunv. I s.iw h'nw it w;is She
was thorondiiv in n,v |„,w..,-. -fhiTe wa< a time, when I

was youn-. ami nii-ht (iiThap- h;,v,. heen stupid ..nou-h not
to j.r.ite.t ,he hdl. .\i i'nmlmherrv. in lT(;;i. I |,.t a woman
ofT. and nieely >he p.aid m, out afterwards. 1 deserved it;
what f;ill wa^ tliere for me to trust hiu-?

"••What does tins ,:,r(.ni|,.„ia,i want -"
aM<ed the Count.

'_'I eouhl see tiiat thr Cnunt.-. wa^ tri'iiiMinL^ from head
to loot: tile wliite >aiin -km of |,er tliroat wa- romrli
'turned to -oiw th'sli." to u>e the familiar ."xpression '^s

a !"^\^. '""'"'"''' '" '">-''"" \^i'ii""t inoviiii: a muscle.
'" "This jrentleman is one of my trade-^nim."" >he said.
"'The Count liirned his hack on me; I drew the hill half

out ot my poeket. .\fier that inexorahle ninvenient. >he eame
over to me and put a diamon<l into mv liand.^. "Take it

"
she said, "and he j^one."

' '

•"We e.\elian<red values, and I made mv how and went
Ihe iiianinnd was (juite worth ;welve hundred francs to me
t)ut in the courtyard 1 s.w a .-warm of lli,nke\.s hru^hin-
tlicir hvones, wa.ving their boots, and cleaninir suniptuous
equipages.

' '

"This is what brin^r^ these people to nie !"
said I to

iny.se]f. "It it^ to keej> up thi.. kind <,f thing that they steal
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inillioiis with all <luc fnn.ialif Ls. and hetrav thrir (ountrv
Tln- great lord, and the liitle man uIk. ajic^ \hv great Inrd
''•"'"•^ '" "'ii'l ""<•' I'"' ill! t., >a\e hnu.r\( a spht^h nr two
when he goes atont tlin.ugli the >tre,'ts;"

"'Just then the great -ates wcrv opeiKM] to admit a
••ahnolet. It was tlie same voung fellow who had hrou-ht
tile i)ill to me.

^

•""Sir," I said, as he alighted, -h.Te are two hundred
Irancs, vvhieh I heg you to return to Mme. !a Comtesse. and
have the goo,lness to tell her tliat I hold the pledir,. whieh
she deposited with me this mornin- at her dispo.-ition for a
week."

''He took the two hundred francs, and an ironieal smile
stole ov.'r his face; it was a> if he had said. ".Vha I s<. she has
paid It. has she?

. . . Faith, m, much the better I" 1

H'ad the Countess' fuiuiv in hi- faee. That good-looking.
Jair-haired young gentleman is a heartless gamlder: he will
rum himself, ruin her. rum her husi)and. rum the chil-
dren, eat up their portion-, and work more havoc in I'arisian
salons than a wholo haiirry of Imwitzers in a regiment.

'"I wont hack to .see Mile, Fanny in the IJue .Montniartre,
chmhed a very steep, narrow staircase, and reached a two-
roomed dwelling on the lifth lloor. Kvcrvthing was as neat
a.s a new ducat. I did not sec a -peek of',lust")n the furni-
ture m the lirst room, where .Mile. Fannv was sittintr. Mile.
Fanny herself was a young l*ari,-i,,n girl.quietlv dre.s'sed, with
a delicate fresh face, and a wmnm.M- i,H,k. ThV arran-ei.fnt
of her neatly hru.shed chestnut hair in a douhle curve'on her
forehead lent a refined expression to hlue eves, clear as crvs-
tal. The broad daylight streaming in thn.u-h the short cur-
tains against the window pan., fell with .-ofteiicd li-dit on
her girlish faee. A pile of shap.'d pieces of lin.Mi told n'e
that she was a sempstre.-. .She looked like a spirit of soli-
tude. When I held out the hill. 1 remarked that she had not
been at home wh.'n I called in the morning.

" ' "But the money was left w:th the porter'.s wife "
said

she.
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"'I iir('tciiil(Ml itiit to iiiKlcivtainl.

"' '\ou ^ci (lut cirlv, inaili'iiKiix'llc, it sooin?."

I \''rv xlil.Miii Iravc my pioiii : l)ia when voii work all

iii.uht, \nii ;ii'(. oMmvil 1(1 (like a liaili -(inictiiiu's.'"

''I Innkcil at llrr. A i:l;illcc Inld \\\f ail aliDUt lllT lif",

IliTc was a ,L;'rl cniMlciniicil liy iiii>l'nrtuiii' tn Inil, a ^ni'l wIm
caitir lit' lioiic.-t fartiHT lnlk, fur -lii' hail slil! a freckle or two

llial t'lM 1)1' eouiitn l.iinli. 'I'liere \va> an iinielinalile aliiiu.-;-

]llle|i' (if L'i'"iliu-S alii'lll her: I felt a- if i Wel'e li|-ealhill^'

sineerity and frank inimeenee. It was refre-hiii;: to niv

liine-s. rmir iniKiecnt ehihi. .-he had faith m souiethintr

;

thore was a ei-iieilix and a -iiriL' or two of -rei'n Imx ahove

hiT poor little [lainted wooden hed-tead ; 1 felt toiiehcd, or

somewhat inclined that way. 1 I'elt ready to otfer to chari:"

no more than twelve per cent, and so ^mvc soniethinLT towards

estahli.-hin;4' her in a limid way id' huMiie-s.

Hut niayhe >he has a little yuunu'.-ter of a cousin," 1

s^aid to niys"lf. "who would raise mnnev on her .si^niature and

pponp> on the poor j.nrl."

" '8o I went away. keepin<r niv ^a'nerous inijiuises well

under control ; f..r 1 have frei|Uenily had occasion to oh.serve

that when henevoleiice due.- nil harm to him who e-ives, it is

the ruin of hini who takes. Wlidi ymi came in 1 wa.- think-

in^r that Fanny .Malvaut would make a nice little wife; 1

was iliinkini,^ of the conira.-t hetwcen her nure, lonely life

siiul the life of the ('ounic.-s— ,-lie ha> sunk a- low as a hili

of e.\chani;e already, she will sink to the lowest deptlhs of

doe-railatioii Indole .-he has dune!"— 1 .-crutuiiZ'i; him duriiii:

the deep silence that followed, hut in ii moment he spoke

a,i:ain. "Well.' he said, "ilo ymi think that it is nothinir to

have thi< power ef in-iuht into the deepe-t recesses of the

human heart, to eml>race mi many live<, to see the naked

truth iindei'l vinu' it ail? There are no two dramas alike:

there ai'e hideous soi'cs. deadly chau'riiis. lovi> scenes, niisorv

that soon will lie under the ripples of the Seine, youiifi: men's

joys that lead lo the Mall'oid. the laui^hter of despair, and
6ur pUious baiKpieis. Yesterday it wa^ a tra^^-edy. A worthy

f.~
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«"iil of i) father drnwiiod liiniM'If l)i'caiisp \\(> rouM iint ~ii|)-

\">vi h'\> fiuiiily. 'rn-morrn\v is a coiiu'dv: .-diiic \i»uni:<t(>r

'.v;ll try to rclicarsc tliv scciit' of M. I )iiii.mr!i(', hrontrJit nft to

ilat«'. Vou have licani people extol the chMjuence of our lat-

ter (lay proacliers; now aiul a;:aiii I liavi' wasteil my time hv

L'l'iiii: to hoar thom ; tliey prochieed a (liaiip' in my opinions,

!'<il in my conchict (as soineliody said. I ( an'l reeolleef his

!!ime), in my conduct—never I— Well, well: the-i^ trood

iTiosts and your Miraheaus and \'erJJ:niaud^ and the rest of
iliem, are mere stammering he<^inners compared with these

rators of mine.
" 'Often it is some ^'irl in love, some <rray-headed merchant

"II the verpe of hankniptcy. some mother with a son's wronjr-

doin<r to conceal, some starvini: artist, some ;.'reat man whose
ntluence is on the wane, and. for lai'k of monev, is like to

'"-e the fruit of all lii< la!)ors—the power <if their pleading
iias made me shuilder. Suhlime actors such as these [)lay

for me, for an audience of one, and they cannot deceive me. I

lan look into their inmost thou.udits. a.nd read them as (iod

reads them. Xothin<^ is hidden from me. Xotliin<: is refused
!o the liolder of the purse-strin^^s to loose and to hind. I

am rich enough to huy the consciences of those who control
ihe action of ministers, from their otliee hoy-; to their mis-
tresses. Is not that power?— I can possess the fairest

v^omen, receive their softest cares.ses; is not that I'leasure?

And is not your whole social economy summed up in terms
of Power and Pleasure ''

"'There are ten c; ... in I'aris, silent, unknown kinfr>. the
irhitors of your destinies. What is life hut a nuicliine set in

motion hy money? Know tliis for certain—method- are al-

'A-ays confounded with results; you will never succeed in sepa-
ratin_<r the soul from the .sen.-e>. .^jiirit from matter. Cold
- the spiritual hasis of e.xisliiiLr society.—The ten of us are
iiound by the ties of common interest : we meet on certain
days of the week at the Cafe Themis near the Pont Xeuf.
iiid there, in condave, we reveal the mysteries of finance.

N'o fortune can deceive us; we are in possession of t'amilv
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stHTots in all diroctionp. \Vr ki-cp a kind of Black Bonk, in

which we note the must iiiiiMirlaiil hills issued, drart> on puii-

lio cri'ilit. or on hanks, or ;,'ivcri and taken in the course ef

husinc.-s. We are the Casiii-ts of the I'ari Bm.rse. a kind >{

IrKjUisitioii u-ei;:hinLr and analv/iiiLT the nio-t insiirnificaiit

actions of ovory man of any fortune. aiKi our forecasts arc
infalhhle. One nf u.- hiok- out over tlie jiidnial world, oii"

over the Hnaneial, another sun'evs the adinini-trative. .ni.l

yet another the Inisiness world. T myself keep an eve on eid.-t

sons, artists, people in the i^reat wiTh!. and irandilers—on the

most .seiisatioiuil side of Paris. Ilwry one who comes to \h lets

lis into his nei^dihor's secret-, 'riiwaited ]ias>ion and morti-

fied vanity are irreat hahhiers. \ice and di-appointmeiit and
vindictiveness are the hest of ail detectives. Mv eollea::iie.;,

like myself, have(mjoyed all thinirs. arc sated with all thimrs.

and have reachcil the point when j)ou-er and nioncv are loved

for their own sake.

'Here," he saiil, indicating' iiis hare, chilly room, 'here

the most hi.irh-mettled L'allant. who chafes at a word and
draws swords for a syllahle idsewhere. will enireal wiih

clasped hands. There is no city men hant so proud, no woman
so vain of her heauty. no soldier of >o Ixdd a spirit, hut that

they entreat me here, one and all, with tears of rairc or an-
guish in their cyi's. Here they kneel—the famcnis arti.-t,

and the man of letters, wlio.-e name will jro down to posteritv.

Here, in short" (he liflid hi- hand to hi- forehead), 'all the

inheritances and all tlie concertis of all Taris are weitrhed in

the balance. Are you still of the opiniDU that there are iio

deli<:lits Ix'liind the hlaid\- nia-k which si often has amazed
you by its inipassiveness;-'" he a>ked. stn'tchin,L' out that livid

face which rei'ked of moiiew
"1 Went hai'k to my room, fceliiiir stupefietl. The little.

wizened old nuui had -rown -feat. He had been metamor-
phosed under my eyes into a >tran,Lre \isionarv svinlnd ; ho

had come to be the power of gold personified. I shrank, shud-
dering, from life and m\ knid.

"'Is it really so?' I thought; 'must everything bo resolved

into gold.-"
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"I rcmombor that it was Inn,;,' licfon^ I s^Iopt that ni^'ht.
I >iiu licap- (,r -1,1,1 ;,|I ;il„,„i ,,!,. \\y thiiu;:hl.- Wfiv full of
!hc lovclv ('(mill.— : I cniifr-.. to iny^liaiiir. that tiir vision
''Uiipl"tclv <'cliiw,i! ;inMtli,T fjtiict, innucfiit fiirurc, the fi;run»
nf the woman who had riiti'iv(| upon a lifr of toil amfob-
liirity: itnt on thi' morrow. throii-|i the clouds of shitnlKT,

1 aiiiiy s swcot face m-c Ud'ort.' me in all its bcautv, and I
ihouolit of iiothinL'- fl>c."'

'•Will you take a ,L'las> of r,iu sun-rc .'" asked the Vioomtcsse,
int('rru])tiiiL'' I>i'r\ill.',

"I should ho frlad of it."

"Rut 1 can see nnthini: in this that ran touch nnr con-
''rri-,"' Miid Mmc. ijo (iraiidlicu. .as she ram: the bell.

"Sarilanapalu>:"" cried Derville. tlimrin;: out his favorite
nvocation, "Mademoiselle Camille will he wide awake in

I moment if I sav that her happiness depended not so Ion<T

>i:n upon Daddv (loh.M'ck: imt as the old pentlenuin died at
!he 1,-e of ninetv. .M. de h'estaud will .<oon he in possession
of a hand,-ome fortune. This reipures .some e\j)laiiation. As
for Kannv Malvaut. vou know her: she is mv wife."
"Poor fellow, he would admit that, with his usual frank-

ness, wiih a M-ore uf p,.opl,. to li,,,r liim '."
sii<l the Vieomte.sse.

"I would proclaim it to the univers(>.'" said the attorney.
"Go on, drink your <rlass. my poor Derville. You will

nev( r lie anythiiiL'- hut the happiest and the iH.^t of men."
"1 left you in the Hue du Hehler." remarked the uncle,

iaisinir his face after a -rentle doze. "You had >ione to see
I Countess; what have you done with her?"

"A few days after my conversation with the old Dutch-
:nan."' Derville continued. "I .-ent in mv thesis, and hecamo
first a licentiate in law, and afterwards an advocate. The
old miser's opinion of me went up considerahlv. He con-
Milted me (o-ratuitou-.ly) on all ihe tickli.^ii hits of husines.-
which ho undertook when he had made quite sure how he
stood, business which would have seemed unsafe to any or-

20
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tliriarv practitiMiirr 'I'lii- tiian. n\rr wIkhh n,, on,. ajipc.iriMi

to \v.\\i' th,. -llL'lll"~t ilinilrrnr'. liMnic] t,, ,„y jHlvic- uitll

som.'tliMii.' like ivpr, I. Ii I- ini,. il,:,t li,. always found that
it tiirnril ,,iii \( r\ well.

"At Iciivtii I lMr;iti;c lica.I I Irrk in tlir olli.'r wIhtc I ha.!

worked for tliivi' years and ilim I Irfi the i{ii.' <lc> (iW-s for
'"""!' 1" iiiv cniiMMNri'"^ linii-i., I had iiiv hoard and |.»lu'in_'

and a hnmired and fiftv franr^ i„r n,.inth. It \va- a trrrar

(lav for nic
'

"When 1 uciit to l)id the ii-unT LTnnd-hvc. hi' sliowcd no
8ii.'n of livlin;;. h,' ua- nnihi'i' mrdial nor sorrv to h)sc me.
he did not a>k rne to i-.,nie i., -,,- him. and oidv ,trave rnc
one cd' tho<|. trlaiirrs udiK li -ecincd m ^unc sort to reveal a

power of ~eeorid--iLdit.

"Uy the end of a wei'k niv nhl ttciL'hhor canie to see nie

witli a tideraiilv thorn\ hit of hii-iii.--. nri e\[iropriation. and
he conliniied to a^k my advur with a~ mucii free(h)m as if

he fiaid fop it.

"My prineipal was a man of plca-nre and expensive tastes;

l)efore the second yrar ( IMS-lslM) wa- out lie had L'"t hini-
Helf into diliiiadties, and wa- ohliired to '-ell his practice. .\

professional connection in tho^' da\< di.l not fetch the pres-
ent exoriiitaii! [)'-ice-;. and mv principal a-ked a hundrcil and
fifty thonsan<l irancs. \ow an active man. of competent
knowIedLTc and intelli-rence. miuhl hope to [)av oil" tlie capital
in ten year.-. payiiiL^ inlere-l and lisim: respeetahlv in the
meantime— if he could command confidenci'. J-Jut 1 was the
seventh child of a -mall trade-man at N'ovon. I had not a
sou to ?ny name, nor per-onal kiKjv.lcde-e cd' anv capitalist
hut Daddy ('loh.-^eck. .\n amhilious idea, and an indelinahle
irlimrner of hope, put heart into me. To (Johseek I hetook
myself, and .-lowly one e\enine j niade my way to the R>ie

des Gres. Mv heart thumped heavilv as I knocked at his

door in the jrloomy hou<e. i recollected all the thin<rs tluit

lie used to tell me, at a time when I mv.<elf was very far from
suspcctini: the violence .d' the anirui>h awailiiii: those who
eros.-^ed his threshold. .\ow it was 1 who was about to beg
and pray like so many otlier.s.
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'"Well, no, not tlml,' I mikI In niv.-clf; -ati Iioii.-M iiuiii

iiuist kfcii Ins >flf-n'>j(c( t wiiciTMT he ;,'(>i'-., .Sii(Tf>s is not

wtirth cnn, n;.' for; let i:^ slic.u Imii ii fmnl a- ilccwlrd a-;

Ills (lu n."

"I)ail(lv (Johscik liad taken in\ rooni -inir I li't'l tln' lioiisc,

~n as to have no lU'iirlilior ; lir had iiiadr a liltlr ;:ratc(i win-
dow too in his door since then, an.' dul not o|»<'ii until he had
taken a lock at in-aiid >au uho I wa-.

"'Well,' >aid Ii.-, Ml hi- linn, tliile nolo, Vo \our prineipa!

is sollinj: his [)raetiee?'

"'ll<iw did ynii know that?" >aid I ; "he lias not spoken of

It as yet e.\cej)t to me."

''I'lie old man'- lips were drawn in pucker-, like a curtain,

to cither corner of his mouth, as a soundless smile hore a hard
^jlanoe eompanv.

"
'N'othini,'- el.-e \v(MiId have hrouLrht vou Ihtc," h«' said

drily, after a pause, wliieli I spent in eonl'u-inn.
'

'i>isten to mc. M. (ioh-cck.' I heijan. with siidi serenitv

as I could as-ume iicforc the old man, who ^mzimI at me witli

steady eyes. Tiiere was a clear l''.dit liurnin<: in them that

disooncortod nie.

"He nuide a gesture as if to hid me '(io on." 'I know-

that it i.s not ea.-y to wi.rk on your fi'elings. so I will not

waste my ehHjueiu'c on the aliciiipt to put mv pu-inon hefore

you— I am a peiinile.-s clerk, with no one to look to luit vou,

and no heart in tlu world hut yours can form a clear idea

of my prohable future. Let us leave heaits out nf the (pies-

tion. business is hu-iiiess, and liu.-im-ss is not carried on
with sentimentality like romances. .Now to ihe facts. .Mv

[jriiicipaTs practice is worth in Ins hands a'ooul twcniv thou-

sand francs per annum: in my hands, I think it would hriii:^

in forty thousand. Tie is wiilinir to sell it for a hundred and
tifty thousand franc.-. .\nd Iwri .'

I said, strikiui: mv fore-

head, "I feel that if you would lend me the i)nrcha>e-monev,

I coidd clear it "if in ten year>' time."

"'Come, that is plain speakin;:,'" said Paddy (iob.sock,

and he held out his haiul and i;ra>i)ed mini. •.Xnlmdv siince
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I liiivf Ixvn ill l)iisin.'>< hn- -i,il..i th,. ,„(>ti\r, ,,(' h,- ..,

'"'"'' ''"'"^ <iuar;n.l. ,.,: .,.|.,.| h... ^..nuuu- hi- fn..,
h.'a-l to f,,,,!. -N-mr f. ^i^"'.' Iw .uMr,! altrr a pan.-. -Ilou-
<il«l iirc Will :'

'•'"•"i.v-liN,. ,„ t,.„ .la)s' tiiiir,- s.i.l I. -or 1 could not
opt'ii tlir mailer.'

"i'nci...|v."

•'•w.ii:'-

'
'It !•; |)ii,-.»|l)|(..'

"'.M> wnni, uv must h,. ,|ui(k al.niit it, ..r I shall hav
soinr <iii(. hiiyiiitr ,,v(T mv licail.'

'"Hnricr your .Trtifiratr ,,r l.irili n.iiti,! to-morrow mnrn-
iri.L'. and w,. will lalk. 1 will ilunk n ..vrr.'

"'\"'xt mnrninir. at ..i-ht o'dn-k, | ,, i ,„ ,|„. old man'.
room, H<. tn„k tlir d.ui,m..nt. put ,,i, Ins sp-ctafl.-s. .•ou.rh,.,]
spat, wrapped hiiiixdf up in !,,> I,|;„'. :jrratruat. aiid''iva.i
the wli.,1,. .vrtilieate tliruu-li i'r,,m l.e^'iniim^r ,,, ,,,„| 'pi,,.,,
he turned it over and oser. |,,nked at me. .uu-lied a.'ani
tid.uete,! ahnui ,n Ills ehair. and said, -We will try to arran-e
this lilt of business.'

"

"I trembled.

^

"*1 make (iftv per cent ui, my capital.' he continued
sometimes

1 make a hundred, two hund.rd, live hundred per
cent. ^

"1 turned [jale at the words.
" 'Rut as we are ac,,uaintaiiee.<, I ..hall b,. .sitisficd to take

twelve and a half per cent per'-(lie licHtat...])—"well vcs
from you I would be content to take thirteen per cent \)er
annum. Will that Miit your'

" 'Yes,' I answered.

"'But if it is too much, stick up for vour.^clf Ootiiis''
(a name he jokingly ^.^tvc me). -When 1 al^k vou for thirteen
per eent. it is all m the way of busuie.-s; look into ii .ec if
you can pay it

; 1 don't like a man to agree too easily i, it
too much?'

I i

harde

"No.' «iid I, -I will make up for it by working a hltle
:der.

?i

r.U;
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iiavi

liltle

"Miadl your clients will |.i,\ fur it I' said lir. locking at

III!' wickcillv mil III' ilii' luiiirr of lii.> eves.

"'Nil. l.\ all the iIcmU III lull:' (tmnI I, -it ^llall Im- I who
will {)ay. I wniild -(lotitT cut niv liaiid olT than llav pcdplc.'

• •(iiH)(|-iii;.'lit," >aid Hadds <inl)M(k.

" 'Why, fir.- arr all arcuriliii;.' to xah/ 1 adclcd.

'.\i(t I'mi' I MM,|rrMiiii.c» ,iiid M'ltlriiifiit', mit of Court,
• iiid la.-c- wliiif lili;:aiit^ colli, |m term,-," -iiid he '\n\i cm
end 111 a III!! for thoii-aiid- of franc.-, -i\ thoii-and even at

a swoop (it depend- on ilie iiiiporlaiice of the ca,-e). for e,)n-

feri'iices \\itli So-,ind--o, and e\pen-e-. and draft-, am! inc-

Miorial-. and your Jar-oii. \ man mii-t learn to loi.k niit

for Inisinc-- id' tin- kind. I will recommend vmi a a most
.oiiipctcnl. cle\er aliorne\, I uil| -.nd vmi .-in-h a iot of

work of ihi- >ort lliat ymir co!!eiii:ne- will he fit to hurst with
en\\. \\'crlirii-I. I'alma, and ( iitroniiet. mv cronies. «;hal[

ii.iiid n\er their e\pro|iriatioiis to ymi ; they have plentv of
them, the Lord know-! So yon will have two practices

—

the one you are huyini'. and the other I will huild uj) for
von. \,.u ou;.dil almost lo pay me liftcen per cent on my
loan."

" "So he it, lint no mor(>,' said F, with the finnnoss whieh
means that a man is deterniined not to concede another
point.

"J)addy (iohseek's face rela.xed : he looked pleased with me.
"'i shall pay the money over to your principal mvself,'

-aid he, "so as to e.-tahli-h a hen on the purchase and cuu-
tiori-nioney.'

"'Oil. anythini: you lik»> in the way of ;ruarantees.'

"'And hesides that, you will ^ive me hills for the amount
made payahle to a third parn. (name left hiaiik), fifteen hilla

often thousand francs each."

" 'W'cdl, so lonu a> it is aeknowled.<;ed in writing' that this

is a douhle
'

"'Xol" (iohseck hroke in upon mo. 'No! Why should 1

tru-l \ou any more than yuu tru?t me?'
'1 kept silence.
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'"And fiirthormorc' he continuofl, with a sort of good
humor, 'you will jrivo me your advice without charging fees
an long as I live, will you not?'
"'So 1)0 it; 8o long as tluTc is no outlaw'
"Trocisely,' said ho. 'Ah. hy tho hv, you will allow me

to go t., SCO your (Plainly the old man found it not so
easy to assume the air of good-humor.)

" 'I shall always Ik> glad."

"*Ah! yos, hut it would hr very dinicult to arrange of a
morning. You will have your affairs to attend to, and I have
mine'

'' 'Then come in the evening.'

'"Oh, no!' he answered briskly, 'you ought to go into
society and sec your clients, and I mvself have mv friends at
my cafe.'

'"His friends!" thought I to my.self.—'Very well,' said
I, 'why not come at dinner-time !''

^""I'hat is the time," said Uobseck, 'after "Change, at five
o'clock. Good, you will see me Wednesdays and Saturdays.
We will talk over hu.^iiiess like a pair of ' friends. Aha! 1

am gay sometimes. Just give me the wing of a partridge
and a glass of champagne, and we will have our chat together.
I know a great many things that can be told now at this dis-
tance of 11111,.; I will teach you to know men, and what is

more—women !'

" 'Oh ! a partridge and a glass of champagne if vou like.'
'"Don't do anything fooli>li. or I shall lo.-^e my" faith in

yon. .And don't set up housekeeping in a grand way. .lust
one old general servant. I will come and see that you keep
your health. I have capital invested in your head, he": he ! so 1

am hr.iind to look after you. There. c()ine round in the even-
ing and bring your principal with you !'

" 'Would you mind telling me. if there is no harm in ask-
ins:. wliat wa-; the i^ood of my birth certifi(>ate in this busi-
ness?' I asked, when the little old man and I stood on the
doorstep.

"Jean-P:sther Van Gobseck shnigged his shoulders, smiled
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maliciously, and said 'Wliat l.loeklu>ad.s vonn^stor* are

'

Learn, master attorney (for learn vni must if v..u dnn't mean
to be taken in), that integrity and brains in a man under
thirty are commodities whicli can be mortgaged. After that
age there is no counting on a man.*

''And with that he sjiut the door.

"Three months later T M-as an attornov. Before very Ion"-,
madame. it was my good fortune to undertake the «uit for
the recovery of your estates. I won the dav, and mv name
became known. In spite of the exorbitant 'rate of interest
I paid off Gobseck in less than five vears. I married Fannv
Malvaut. whom I loved with all inv heart. There was a
parallel between her life and mine, between our hard work
and our luck, which increased the stren<rth of feelino- on
either side. One of her uncles, a well-to-do farmer, died~and
left her seventy thousand francs, which helped to clear off
the loan. From that day my life has been nothing but happi-
ness and prosperity. Xothing is more utterlv uninteresting
than a happy man, so let us say no more on that head, and
return to the rest of the characters.

"About a year after the purchase of the practice. T was
dragged into a bachelor breakfast-partv given bv one of
our number who had lost a bet to a voung man greatlv in
vogue in the fashionable world. :M. de Trailles. the flower
of the dandyism of that day, cnjoved a prodigious reputa-
tion."

"
'

^
"But he is still enjoying it." put in the Oomte de Born

"No one wears his clothes with a finer air, nor drives a tan-
dem with a better grace. It is Maxime's gift ; he can gamble,
eat. and drink more gracefully than anv man in the'" world.'
He is a judge of horses, hats, and pictures. .Ml the women
lose their heads over him. He always spends something' like
a hundred thousand francs a year, and no creature can dis-
cover that he has an acre of land or a single dividend war-
rant. The typical knight errant of our salons, our boudoirs
our bouievaid., an amphibian half-wav between a man and
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a woman—Maxinie de Tniillcs i^ a singular b(;ing, fit for
anjtiiiii!:, and Lrnud for iioihiiij:, ([uitf as capable of perpe-
trating a iH'iicfit as of planning a criine: sometimes base,

sonictimos noble, more often l)espattere(l witli mire tban be-

sprinkle(| with blood, knowing more of anxietv than of re-

mor,-o, move eonccriied with his dii:estion than with any men-
tal process, slianimiiig jia^qoii, f,'oliii<r nothing. Maxime de
Trailles is a brilliant link between the hulks and the best
society; he belongs to the eminently intelligent class from
which a Mirabeau, or a Pitt, or a Kichclieii springs at times,
though it is more wont to produce Counts of Horn, Fouquier-
Tinvilles, and Coignards."

"Well," pursued Derville, when he had heard the Vi-
comtesse's brother io the end. ''[ had h^ard a good deal about
thi-; individual from poor old (ioriot. a client of mine; and
T had already been at some pains to avoid the damxerous
honor ()f his acquaintance, for [ came across him sometimes
in society. Still, my clmm was so pressing about this lireak-
fast-party of his. that I could not well get out of it. unless
T wished to earn a name for .~i|ueamishness. ^fadame. you
could iiardly imagine what a bachelor's breakfast-party is

like. Tt means superb display and a studied refinement sel-

dom seen
; the luxury of a miser when vanity leads him to

be sumptuous for a dav.

"You are surprised as you enter the room at the neatness
nf the table, dazzling by reason of its silver and crystal and
linen damask. Life is here in full l)loom ; the voung fellows
are graceful to behold; they smile and talk in low? demure
voices like so many l)rides; everything about them looks
girlish. Two hours later you might take the room for a
battlelield after the fight. Broken glasses, serviettes
crumpled and torn to rags lie strewn about among the nau-
seous-looking remnants of food on the dishes. There is an
uproar that stuns you, jesting toasts, a fire of witticisms and
bad jokes; faces are eni[)urpled. eyes inllamed and expres-
Moniess; unintentional eoiiddeuees tell you the whole truth.
Bottles are smashed, and songs trolled out in the height of a

^^M,'--
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diabnlioal racket; mon call carh other out. han<r on each
other's necks, or fall to flsticuiFs ; tlic room is full „f a horrid
rlo?,. sfcnt made up of a hundred odors, and nois.- enouph for
a hundred voices. \o one has any notion of what he is eat-
intr or drinking or sayinp'. Some are depressed, others
babble; one will turn monomaniac rcpeatinir the saine word
over and over a.irain like a bell set jan-linjr;' another tries to
keep the tumult within bounds; the steadiest will propose
an o^<n^ If any one in possession of his faculties should come
in. he W(mld think that he had interrupted a Bae"hanalian
rite.

"It was in the thick of such a chaos that M. de Trailles
tried to insinuate himself into my pood praees. IMy head
was fairly clear, I was upon my puard. As for him. though
he pretende.1 to be decently drunk, he was perfectlv cool, and
knew very well what he was about. How it was' done! do
not know, but the upshot of it was that when we left
r.riirncn-s rooms about nine o'clock in the evenintr. M. de
Trailles had thoroughly bewitched me. I had given" him my
promise that I would introduce him the next day to our
Papa Gobseck. The words 'honor.' 'virtue,' 'countess.' 'hon-
est woman.' and 'ill-luck' were mingled in his discourse with
magical potency, thanks to that golden tongue of his.
"When 1 awoke next morning, and tried to recollect what

I had done the day before, it was with great difficulty that
I could make a connected tale from mv impressions. At last
it seemed to me that the daughter of one of mv clients was
in danger of losing her reputation, to-rether with her hus-
band's love and esteem, if she could not cot fiftv thousand
francs together in the course of the morninir. There had
been gaming debts, and carriage-builders' accounts, monev
lost to Heaven knows whom. My magician of a boon coni-
panion had impressed it upon me that she was rich enouffh
to make good these reverses by a few vears of economy. But
only now did I begin to guess the reasons of his urc-encv I
confess, to my shame, that I had not the shadow of a doubt
but that It was a matter of importance that Daddy Gobseck
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should iiiako it up with this dandy. T was dressing when the
yitiinLT frcntloinan appeared.

'*.M. Ic ((iintc." >aiil I, after tlie usual jrroetinps, 'I fail

to see why you should need me to effeet an introduetion to
^'<ln (i()i)s{(k, the most civil and smooth-spoken of capitalists.

Monry will he forthromin;: if he has any, or rather, if you
e security.'

it does not enter into my thoughts
to force you to do me a service, even though you have passed

can give liini

"'Mon<ileur. aid til'

your witvi

Sardanapalus!' said I to myself, 'am I going to let that
fellow imagine tiiat I will not keep my word with him?'

'"! had tlie honor of telling you yesterday.' said he. 'that

I had fallen out with Daddy Gohseck most inopportunely;
and as there is scarcely another luan in Paris who can come
down on the nail with a hundred thousand francs, at the
end of the numth, T hegged of you to make my peace with
him. 15ut let us sa;- no more about it

'

"M. de TrailKs looked at me with civil insult in his ex-
pression, and made as if he would take his leave.

"
'T am ready to go with you,' said I.

"When we reached the Rue des Ores, my dandy looked
about him with '.i circumspection and uneasiness that set me
wondering. TTis face grew livid, flushed, and yellow, turn and
turn about, and by the time tiiat Gohseck"s door came in sight
the perspiration stood in drops on his forehead. We were
just getting out of the cabriolet, when a hackney cab turned
into the street. ^My companion'.s hawk eye detected a woman
in tlie depths of the vehicle. His face lighted up with a
gleam of alnio.st savage joy; he called to a little boy who
was passing, and gave him "his horse to hold. Then we went
up to the old bill discounter.

" ]\T. (iob,-;eck.' said T. 'I have brought one of my most
intinuit(> friends to .-ce you (whom T trust as T would trust

the Devil.' T added for the old man's private ear). 'To oblige
me you will do your best for him (at the ordinary rate), and
pull him out of his dillicully (if it suits your convenience).'

fir:

n
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"M. do Trailloi= made his l..,w to r,ol,«.ck. took n scat .in.l
listened to us witli a courtier-like attitude: its clurMMrv'
hunuhty would have (ouclied your lieurt to sec, but uiv <;ub-
seck sits in Ins cliair bv the (ire^idc without ui.ivip.r j, ,'„,is(.K.

or ehan-ing a feature He looked very like the sta'nie of Vol-
taire under the peristyl- of the TheAtI•e-|•rau^,li^. ;,. vou see
It of an evenin.i:: he had partlv risen as if to huw. a'nd the
skull cap that covered the top of his head, and the narrow
strip of sallow forehead exhibited, completed his lilsene>s to
the man of marble.

"'I have no money to spare except for niv own clients,'
said he.

" 'So you are cross because I mav have tried in otiier quar-
ters to ruin myself?" laui^hed the ('omit.

"'^"'" your-self I' repeated (iobseck ironically.
"'Were you about to remark that if is impossible to ruin

a man who has nothintr?" inrpiirci] the dandv. 'Why, I dcfv
you to find a better stock in Paris !' he cried! swin-inir round
on his heels.

"This half-earnest hutToonery produced not the .sliirhtest
effect upon Oobseck.

"'Am I not on intimate terms with the Ronquerojlc^ the
Mar.«ays, the Franehessinis. the two Yandene«se^

'

the
Ajuda-Pmto.s.—all the mo.st fashionable vounir men in Paris,
in short? A prince and an ambassa<lor (vou kno"- tliem
both) are my jiartners at plav. I draw mv rev.Mines from
J.ondon and Carlsbad and Baden and Bath.' Is not this the
most brilliant of all industries!'

" 'True.'

"'You make a spon.L^e of me, be.irad ! vou do. You en-
courage me to go and sw»>Il myself „ut in .societv. so that you
can squeeze me when T am hard up: but vou vourselves 'are
sponges, just a.-^ I am, and death will give vou a sMU(>eze some
day.'

' '

" 'That is possible.'

"'If there were no spendthrifts, what would become of
you? The pair of us are like soul and body.'
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" Trt'cisely so.'

"'('oinc, now. <rivo us ynnr hand, Orandaddy Gobseck,

and be ma.ynariimoiis if this is "true"' and "possible" and

"procisoly so."
"

" 'You oonio to me,' the usurer answered coldly, Hjecause

Cirard. I'ahna. Wcrhrust. and (iip>nnct are full up of your

paper; they are ofTering it at a loss of fifty per cent; and as

it is likely they only ^^ave you half tiie ll^'ure on the face

of the liilN. they are not wortii llve-and-twenty per cent of

their .supposed value. I am your most obedient! Can I in

common decency hnd a stiver to a man who owes thirty

thousand francs, and has not one farthinp?' Gobseck con-

tinued. 'The day l)efore yesterday you lost ten thousand

francs at a hall at the Baron de Xucinpen's.'

"'Sir,' said the Count, witii rare impudence, 'my affairs

are no concern of yours,' and he looked the old num up and

down. 'A man has no debts till payment is due.'

" 'True.'

" 'Mv l)ills will be duly met.'

" 'That is possible.'

" 'And at this moment the question between you and me is

simply whether the security 1 am ^^oing to oirer is sutficient

for the sum I have come to borrow.'

"'Precisely.'

"A cab stopped at the door, and the sound of wheels filled

the room.
" *I will bring something directly which perhaps will

satisfy you,* cried the young num, and he left the room.

"'Oh! my son,' exclaimed (loltseek, rising to his feet, and

stretching out his arms to me, 'if he has good security, you

have .^aved my life. It would be the death of me. Werbrust

and Gigonnet imagined that they were going to play off a

trick on me; and now, thanks to you, I shall have a good

laugh at their expense to-night.'

"There was something frightful about the old man's

ecsta.-;y. It was the one occasion when he opened his heart

to me; and that flash of joy, swift though it was, will never

be effaced from my memory.
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" 'Favor mc so far as tn stay here,' he addod. 'T am
nniiofl, and ;i suro shut. I h.ivi> i:nii(> ti,i:<T-lnintitiL'. iiiid

fnufrht on the deck whi'ii thcro was iiotliin^' for it hut to win

or die; hut I don't care to trust vondtT clcizant scoiindrcl.'

"He Silt down iiLTiiiii in his armchair hi'f'irr his hnrcau,

and his face <:row pale ami impassive as hefore.

'*.\hl" lie coutniucd. tuniiiiir to mr. 'vou will see that

lovelv creature 1 once told you ahout : 1 lai! Ihmt a line lady's

step in the corridor: it is she, no donht ;' aii<l. a^^ a matter

of fact, the vouni: man cauu' in with a woman on his arm.

I reco^inized the Countess, whose Irvi'e (Joli.-eik had de-

scrihed for me, one of old (ioriot's two dauLrhters.

'"The Countess did not see me at first; I stayed when- I

wa.s in the window hay, with my face a<,'ainst lln' pan(>'. hut

1 saw her jrive Ma.xiine a suspicious jrlance as she came into

the money-lender's damp, dark room. So heautiful she was,

that in spite of her faults I felt sorry for her. There was

a terrihle storm of an^juish in her heart; her hau;r!ity. proud

features were drawn and distorteil with pain which siic strove

in vain to dis<ruise. The youn*; man liad come to he her evil

fienius. I admired (iol)seck, who^' pcrspitacity had fore-

seen their future four years ago at the first hill which she

endorsed.
" Trohahly,' said T to my.-;elf, 'this mtmster with the anjrel

face controls every possible spring of action in her; rules her

through vanity, jealousy, pleasure, and the current of life

in the world.'""

The Vioomtesse de Grandlieu broke in on the story.

" 'Why, the woman's very virtues have been turned against

her," she exclaimed. "]Ie has made her shed tears of devo-

tion, he has brought out the utmost natural generosity of

woman, and then abused her kindness and made her jjay very

dearly for unhallowed bliss."

Derville did not understand the signs which Mine, de

Grandlieu made to him.

"I confess," he said, "that I had no inclination to shed

tears over the lot of this unhappy creature, so brilliant in
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society, 80 ropiilFive to pyos tliat roiild road her heart; T
i-hu.ldcrfd ratlicr at the siplit of Iut nuinlcrcr, a yoiiii;; an|:cl
with siiili a ilcar brow, such red lips ami white teeth, sireh
a winning' smile. There tlu'v stood hcfure their judu'e. lie

scnitiniziiiLT ihetn much as some fifteeiith-eentury Domini-
can iii(|iii-iti>r iiiiL'ht have peered into the dunireons of the
Holy Ollice while tlie torture was administered to two Moors.
"The Countess spoke iremulously. 'Sir," she said, *is tlieie

any way of ohtaininj,' the value of these diamonds, and of
keipiii., th,. ri;:ht <4 repurchasi'?' She held out a jewel-
fase.

"
'"> es, madame," I put in, and came forwards.

"She lo.'kcd at me. and a shudder ran throurrh her as she
reco^'nized me. and ,irave me the glance which means, 'Say
nothinjx .d' Ihis." all the world o\er.

"'This.' ^aid I. 'constitutes a sale with faculty of redemp-
tion, as it is called, a formal airreement to transfer and de-
liver over a piece (if property, cither real estate or ])ers()naltv.
for a giv.ii tune, on ihe ..\piry of which the previous ownei^
recovers his title {<> the property in iiucstion. uj)on pavment
of a stipulated sum.'

"She hreathed more freely. The Count looked black; he
had ,!/rave doubts whether (.'obseck would Icn.l verv much on
the diam.mds after such a fall in their value, (iobseck, im-
pa.=sive as ever, had taken up his ma!.:iiifvin<r glass, and was
quietly scrutinizin.rr the jewd.s. If 1 were to live for a hun-
dre<l years, 1 should never forget the sight of his face at that
moment. 1'here was a Ihish in his pale cheeks; his eves
seemed To have caught the sparkle of the stones, for there
was an unnatural glitter in them. He rose and \vent to the
liiiht. holding the diamonds close to his toothless mouth, as
if he iiieaTit to devour llicm; mumbling vague words over
them, holding up bracelets, -prays, necklaces,'" and tiaras one
after another, to judi:e ibeir water, whiteness, and cuttinir;
diking them out of the jewel-case ami putting them in again,
letting the play of the light bring out all their fires. He
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was more like a child than an old man; or, rather, childhood
and dotage seenied to meet in him.

"'Fin.' stones: 'rii,. >ct would haw frtchcd Uircc hundred
thousand francs before the Revolution. What water!
Cenuinc AsiMiic diaiiiond^ from ({..Icmda ,,|- \isi|iiir. Do
you know what they arc worth? xVo, no; no on.- in Paris hut
<iob.<cck can appreciate lliein. In tlie time of the l-jripire
such a set would have cost another two hundred thousand
franco

!'

"lie ,<:ave a distrusted shrusr, and added :

' 'But now diamonds are going down in value everv day.
The Brazilians have swamped the market with I hem" sin-e
the Peace; but the Indian stones are a better color. Others
wear them now besides court ladies. Does madame <ro to
court?'

'""

"While he flunjr out the.se terrible words, he examined
one stone after another with delight which no words can de-
pcrii)e.

"'Flawless!' he said. 'Here is a speck! . . here
is a flaw!

. . . A fine stone that
!'

"His haggard face was so ligl-.tcd up bv the sparkling
jewels, that it put me in mind of a dingv old mirror, such
as you see in country inns. The glass receives everv lumi-
nous image without reHccting tii.. light, and a traveler bold
enough to look for his face in it beholds a man in an apo-
plectic fit.

"'Well?' asked the Count, clapping (}obseck on the
shoulder.

"The old hoy trembled. He put down his plavthinirs on
his bureau, took his seat, and was a money-lender' once "more—hard, cold, and polished as a marble column.
"'How much do you want?'
" 'One hundred thousand francs for three years,' said the

Count.

"'That is possible." said (ioliseek. and then from a ma-
hogany box (Gobseck's Jewel-case) he drew out a faultlessly
adjusted pair of scales

!

V-
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"ITc w»'ii.'lio(l tho (liiuiiomls. calciilatinj: the valuo of
stdii.s iiiid silim;: at Hi:lit (llciivni knows how!), (li'li<:lii

ami sovcritv -tru^.'-L'lin;: 111 llir cxprfs-iori of his fiicc thi-

iiic.itnvliilr. 'I'll,. ('uiinti'» was [iliniLTi'il in a kirnl of .-tiipor;

to tnc, watching: hiT. it scctniHl that she was fathoniiii;:- the
ili'jilli- uf the al)y.-> into which she liad fallen. 'I'hiTc wa-^

rciii.p|-i' <till Irfi in that woman's soul. I'crhaps a haml
hchi out m human chanty miL'lit save her. I wuuld trv.

"'Arc tlic (hamomis your personal property, inadamer" 1

askc'i Ml a clear \oice.

'' 'N'es, monsieur. * >}ie said, lonkirii.' at me with proud t^yoti.

dake out the deed of purcha>e with power of redemj)-
tioii. cliafterhoN.' said (iohseck to me, resijriiiiif,' his chair at

the hnreau in my favor.

'".Madame is without douhi a married woman?' I tried

.again.

"She no(hlcd ahruptlv.

"'Then I will not draw up the deed,' said I.

" '.\nd why not r" asked Gohser-k.

'"Why not?" echoed I, as I drew the old man into tho bay
window so as to speak asiiJe with him. 'Why not? This
woman is under her hushand's control; the agreement would
he void in law; you could not possihly assert vour ignorance
of a fact reconlcd on the very face of the document itself.

You would he compelled at once to produce the diaii 'ud.-?

deposited with y(ui. according to the weight, value, and cut-

ting therein descrihed,'

"noli.seek cut me short with a nod. and turned towards the
guilty couple.

"'He is right!' he saiil. 'That puts the whole thing in

a difTiTent light. Kighty liiousaii(l francs down, and you
leave the diamonds with me,' he added, in the husky, flute-

lik'> voice. 'In the wav of property, possession is as good as
a title.'

" 'Hut ' ohjected the young man.
"

'"\ ou can take it or leave it." continued Gobscck, return-
ing the jewel-case to the lady as he spoke.
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"
'T hnvo too mnny risks to run.'

"'It wmild 1k' lii'ttiT f.i throw yourself at your busjband's
feet.' I bent to whisper in her ear.

"'I'he usurer ilnnKth-- kinw what I was saviti:.' from the
movement of my liii-. lie L^ue me a cih)! irlaiiee. The
Count's face ;,'rew livhl. 'I'lie Cnutitess was vi>ihis waverinj.',

Maximo stepped uj) to her. ami, h.w a.s lie >pi(ke. I (m>u1(I

catch tho words

:

"'Adieu, dear .\na-Ia<ie. may you he happy! As for me,
by to-morrow my trouliles will he over."

"'Sir!' cried the ladv, turning: to (lohserk, 'I accept vour
offer.'

"
'f'ome. now,' returned (lohseek. 'You have he.'ti a long

time in cominjr tu it, my fair !a<lv.'

"He wrote out a checjue for fifty thousand francs on the

Bank of France, and handed it to the Coiinte-s.

"'Now," eontinui'd he with a smile, ^uch a smile as vou
will see in portraits of M. Voltaire, 'now 1 will Lrive vou the
rest of the amount in l)ills, thirty thousand francs' worth of

paper as (jood as hullion. This ^^eTitlemjin here ha> ju-t said,

"My hills will lie met when they are dui," ' uddcd he, produc-
ing certain drafts hearing: the Count's sijrnature, all pro-

tested the (lav hefore at the re'|uc<t of some of the confra-

ternity, who had ]iroliiilily made thciii over to him ( Uob-
seek) at a considerably reduced figure.

"The younir man irrowled out something, in which the

words 'Old scoundrel!" were audible. Dacldy (iohseck did

not move an eyebrow. He drew a jiair of pi.-tois out of a
pigeon-hole, remarking coolly:

" ".Vs the insulted man. 1 fire first.'

" 'Maxinie. you owe this gentleman an explanation.' cried

the trembling Countess in a low voice.

'•
"I had no intention of giving offence.' stammered

Maximo.

"'I am quite sure of that.' Cohseck answered ealmlv: 'you

had no intention of meeting your bills, th.at was all.'

"The Countess rose, bowed, and vanished, with a great

21
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(Irciu! ;,'ninvini: Ikt. I iluhlit i-.i, M. d.. Tniillc- was bound
111 ImIIhw. Iiiit i.iI'Mrc ]u- \\i ni lir l'i.lll;IL'<'li I'l -i\ :

"'If litlicr (if \i.u t:ciitloiiii'ii >li. ,il(! fdrL'it hiitisclf, T will

liiivc liis lildiii!. i.r III' will li,i\c mini "

"
'AtiK'ii 1' 1 ;ill( (I |i.ii|il\ (in!.-.(k a~ In piit lii'i pi'tols hack

in tlu'ir phi' ; "liul a man nni~l lia\i' IiIihhI in tii> veins tlioiiu'li

hcfiirc lie can n-k it, my son. an'l ymi have iiotliini: Imt luiul

in voiirs.'

'\\'liin tlir (iiKir was clo^cj. atul tin' two vcliiclcs had i,'ono.

(i()l)sc(k rn-t' to his fret ami I" in i i praniT alioiit.

"'1 liavi' tlii> (liamoDiU! 1 .avc the (liam(inil> !' ho cried

apain ami a^'ain. 'tli<' iMaiitifiil ili.Mnnml- ! -mli iliamntidsl

and tolcralilv cliripU . \\,.i'. al: ' \\'fri,rii i and tiiLroniift,

you thoii,Ldit \on had nld I'apa (M.n-iikl /w/'* sum pajn!

I am Tiiastrr of the Int of Villi I I'ai'' paid, principal and
intrrc-t I llnw -illy iIhv will look 'i iiii:ht when I shall

conic out with iliis stnry liciwn'i iwu Lramcs of dominoes!'

"The dark ^dee, the >ava'_''e t'crocit\ aroused li\ ilie pos-

FPssion of a few water-while peMiles. .-et me >lnidilenni.'. I

was dumli with amaxement.
"'Alia! Tliere you are. mv hoy!' slid he. 'We will dine

tojrether. We will have >,.!iie fun al \our place, for I haven't

a home of my own. ,iiid ihe-e re.-taiirant-. with their hroths.

and saui-es, and wiiic-. wnuhl poisuii the l>evil himself."

"Somethim: in my face suddenly hrou.irht hack the usual

cold, impassive evpre-~ion to his.

' 'You don't undcr-tand it.' he >aid. and >ittinir down hv the

hearth, he j)ut a tin -aiiccpan full of milk on the lira/ier. -

'Will villi hreakfa^t with me?' continued he. 'Perhaps there

will he ciiou'-di here fur two.'

"'Thanks.' said I. '1 do imt hreakfast till noon.'

"I had scarcely -imken hefore hurried footsteps sounded

from the passa^'e. 'i'he -tran;;('r i-topped at Gohseek's door

and rapped; there wa- that in the lomck whiih -iiLiLTe-ted a

man transported with rai:e. (lohseck reconnoitred him
throuirh the jrratinir; then he njieiicd the dour, and in eamc
a uian of thirty-live or so, judjred harmless ap[ irently in

ill-
l:f:
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spitf f'f Ins iitiv'<T I li'' til ^M iiiiur. vvlin wiis f)iiiN' [ilaiiily

drt'ssi'd, bore ji .-l. .iil: i.-i niMaiKc In ilic l:it<- Iim <l' IJidn'-

llCll, ^^lll rilll-t "Ih II h:i\r lint llllll. Ill' U.I- till' ( 'c.lltltt')»s'

InisiiaiKl. a man with llir iin-in. latir ii'_'iir.' (|Mriiiit tlic ex-

prt'ssion to pa--) [icniliar in -tati-imii ><( >'>iir I'aiiliuiir;:.

""Sir." >ai(l till- |M r-i'ii. aililri--iiiu liiin^fH' In (iMl)s<'('k,

wliii liad (jiiitr niMvcrcil In- lraiic|iii llil \ , "ili'l i.i. \\\f>' >;<) "ill

of this liiiii-c JM-i iiuw r"

" "'rtiiit is possiliM- '

"•Well. Ml'- <1m \oU l\n\ takr IIIV lllflllli tlL'
?'

'"I have not till' hull. If nl' tin- ai(|iiaintati(i' <•!' tin lady

your wife." fi'lurnid (ioliMi k. "i iia\i' had a ^roml many vIh-

it(it> Ihi- iiiniiiiiij:. W'>iiii'ii and iiaii. and nianiii.-li yiiiilij^

ladies, and voun^' f^i'iitli'incn who Inok likf yminj: ladies. I

-iiiMild find it vcrv hard In -av

" \\ fnici' t(i ji'stinj:, sir I I iiumii the wnmaii who has

this iiioinilit ;ri)iic out frniii ynti."

"•licw can I know wln'tluT -hf i- your wife or not? [

never had the pleasure of seeiuLT you before.'

'"^'oii are mistaken. M. (e.h-eck." -r.id the Count, with

profound ironv in hi< voice. 'We liav,- met liefnre. one inorn-

in;.' in mv wife"- liedroom. Voii had come to demand pay-

ment for a lull—no hill of hers.'

""It wa< no hu-ine-> of mine to iiii|inre what value slse

had received for it." said <!(>!. -eck. with a i!ialiL,'nant look

at the Count. 'I had come hy the hill in the way id' business.

.At the same time, iiion-uur." continued (iobNik, (juiotly

pourinir coU'ec into his bowl of milk, without a trace of cx-

citeiiii'iit or hurry in hi- voice, 'you will permit me to ob-erve

that voiir ri^dil to enter my hou-e and e\po-tulate with me

is far from proven |o my mind. 1 came of a;.'e in the sixty-

fi:.-i year of tiie precediiiir century.'

"'Sir." said the Count, "you have just bou;:ht family dia-

monds, which do not lu^lmur to mv wii'e. for a mere trille.

"'Without feeling' it incumbent upon me to teli ymi my
private atfairs, 1 will tell \ou \\u< much, M. le Comte— if

Mnio. la Conitesse has taken vour diamonds, you sli'^uld have
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sent a circular aroup'l to all the jinvclers, ^ivin<j thorn notice
iini to l,uy ihciii: she inij^lit have sold them separately.'

'"Voii know my wife, -sir!' roared the Count.
" 'True.'

"'She is in !i<>r Inisband's power.'
" 'That is possible.'

'"She had n« ri<,'ht to dispo.se of those diamonds '

"'Prceiselv.'

"'Very well, sir?'

"*\'ery well. sir. T knew your wife, and she is in her
husband's power; I am (piite willing', she is in the power of a
jroo.] many people: but—I—do—/(o/—know—your diamonds.
If ]\Iiiie. la Comtesse can put her name (o a bill, she can go
into business, of course, and buy and sell diamonds on her
own account. The thing is plain on the face of it

!'

•"(Jood-day. sir!' cried the ('<,unt, now white with rage.
'There are courts of justice.'

"'Quite so.'

'"This gentleman here," he added, indicating me, 'was a
witness of the sale.'

" 'That is possible.'

"The Count turned to go. Feeling the erravitv of the af-
fair, r suddenly put in between the two belligerents.

"'M. le Comte,' said I, 'you are right, and M. Gobseck
is by no means in the wrong. You could not prosecute the
purchaser without bringing your wife into court, and the
wliol(> of the odium would not fall on her. T am an attorney,
and I owe it to myself, and still more to mv professional
position, to declare that the diamonds of which you speak
were jMinhased by M. (lohseck in my presence; but, in my
opinion, it would be unwise to dispute the legality of the
sale, especially as the goods are not readily rccognizai)le. In
e<iuity your contention w.mld lie. in law it would collapse.
M. (iobseck is too honest a nuin to deny that the sale was
a proiltable transaction, more especially as my conscience,
no less than my duty, compels me to make the admission.
But ont-e bring the case into a court of law, M. le Couite, the
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issue would be doubtful. ^ly advice to you is to oonio to

terms witb M. f5ol)>('ck. who can plead that ho bought the dia-

monds in all <rood faith ; you would be bound in any case to

return the purchase-money. Con.sont to an arran;,'ement,

with power to redeem at tiie end of seven or eiglit months,
or a year even, or any convenient lapse of time, for the re-

payment of the s\nn borrowed by Mine, la Conitesse, unless

you would prefer to repurchase them outright and give se-

curity for repayment."

"Gobscck dipped his bread into the bowl of coffee, and ate

with perfect indifference; but at the words 'come to terms,'

he looked at me as who should say, 'A fine fellow that I he
has learned something from my lessons !' And I, for my
part, riposted with a glance, which he understood uncom-
monly well. The business was dubious and sliady ; there was
pressing need of coming to terms. Gobseck could not deny
all knowledge of it, for I should appear as a witness. The
Count thanked me with a smile of good-will.

"In the debate which followed, Gobseck showed greed
enough ard skill enough to batlle a whole congress of diplo-

matists; but in the end I drew up an instrument, in which the

Count acknowledged the receipt of eighty-five thousand francs,

interest included, in consideration of which Gobseck undertook
to return the diamonds to the Count.

" 'What waste !' exclaimed he as he put his signature to

the agreement. 'How is it possible to bridge such a gulf?'

'"Have you many children, sir?' (iobseck asked gravely.

"The Count winced at the question; it was as if the old
money-lender, like an experienced physician, had put his

finger at once on the sore spot. The Comtesse's husband did
not reply.

'Well,' said Gobseck, taking the pained silence for an-

swer. 'I know vour storv bv heart. The woman is a fiend.

but perhaps you love her still ; I can well believe it ; she made
an

vou

impression on me. Perhaps, too. you would rather save

rtune, and keep it for one or two of your children?

Well, fling yourself into the whirlpool of society, lose that

i if

't
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fortune at play, come to Gol)>oi'k pretty often. The world
will SUV that I am a Jew, a Turtar, a usurer, a pirate, will

say that I have ruined you ! I snap my fingers at them

!

If anybody insult.-; me, 1 lay my man out; nobody is a surer

shot nor Iiaiidles a rapier better than your servant. And
every one knows it. Then, have a friend—if you can find

one-—and make ovit your property to him by a fictitious

sale. You call that a fitld commissum, don't you?' he
asked, turning to me.

"Thr Count seemed to be entirely absorbed in his own
thouglits.

""You shall lia\e your money to-morrow,' he said, 'have

the diamonds in readiness,' and he went.
'* "There goes one who looks to me to be as stupid as an

honest man," (iobseek said coolly when the Count had gone.
'Say rather stupid ns a man of passionate nature.'

The Count owes you your fee for drawing up the

agreement I' Gobseck called after me as I took my leave.

"One morning, a few days after the scene which initiated

me into the terrible depths beneath the surface of the life

of a woman of fasliion, the Count came into my private

office.

" 'I have come to consult you on a matter of grave mo-
ment,' he said, "and I begin l)y telling you that I have per-

fect confidence in you, as I hope to prove to you. Your be-

havior to Mme. de (irandlieu is above all praise." the Count
went on. (You see, madame, that you have paid me a thou-

sand times over for a very simple matter.)

"I liowed respectfully, and replied that 1 had done nothing
but the duty of an honest man.

" 'Well.' the Count went on, 'I have made a great many
in(]uirii's abont the singular personage to whom you owe your
position. .\nd from all that I can learn, Gobseck is a phil-

osopher of the Cynic school. What do you think of his

probity?"
" 'M. le Comte,' said I, '(Johseck is my benefactor—at fif-
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teen per cent,' I added, laughing. 'But his avarice does

not autliorize me to paint hun to tiie life for a stranger's

benefit.'

" 'Speak out, sir. Your franknos cannot injure Gobseck

or yourself. I do not expect to liud an angel in a pawn-
broker.'

"'Daddy (Jobseck,' I began, 'is intimately convinced of

the truth of the principle which he takes for a rule of life.

In his o]>inion, money is a coiuiuodity which you may sell

clieap or dear, according to circumstances, with a clear con-

science. A capitalist, by charging a high rate of interest,

becomes in his eyes a secured partner by anticipation in the

profits of a paying fonccrn or speculation, .\part from
the peculiar philosophical views of human nature and
financial principles, which enable him to behave like a usurer,

1 am fully persuaded ihat. (uit of his business, be is the most
loyal and upright soul in Paris. There are two men in him;
he is petty and great—a mi.-er and a philosopher. If I were
to die and leave a family behind me, he would be the

guardian whom I slioubl appoint. This was how I came
to see Gobseck in this liglit, monsieur. I know nothing of

his past life. He may have been a pirate, may, for anything
I know, have l)een all over the world, tratlicking in dia-

monds, or men, or women, or State secrets; but this I affirm

of him—never has human soul been more thoroughly tem-
pered and tried. Wlien I paid ofT my loan, I asked him, with
a little circumlocution of course, how it was that he had
made me pay such an exorbitant rate of interest ; and why,
seeing that I was a friend, and he meant to do me a kindness,

he shoidd not have yielded to the wish and made it complete.

—

"My son," he said, "I released you from all need to feel any
gratitude by giving you ground for the belief that vou owed
me nothing."—So we are the best friends in the world. That
nnswer, monsieur, gives you the man Ijetter than any amount
nf description.'

"'I have made up my mind once and for all.' said the

Count. 'Draw up the necessary papers; I am going to trans-

wmmMimrnvm if-: m^ TVTTu
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fer my pr(,porty to Gobseck. 1 have no one but you to trust

to in the dralt of the counter-deed, which will decliire that
this transfer is a simulated sale, and that Gobseck trustee

will administer my estate (as he knows how tc d' ..linister),

and undertakes to make over my fortune to ray eldest son
when he conies of age. Xow, sir, tiiis I must tell you: I

should be afraid to have that precious document in my own
keeping. My boy is so fond of his mother, that I cannot
trust liim with it. So dare I beg of you to keep it for me?
In ase of death, Gobseck would make you legatee of my
projierty. Kvery contingency is j)r()vi(led for.'

"The Count paused for a moment. He seemed greatly agi-

tated.

" '\ thousand pardons,' he said at length ; 'I am in great
pain, and have very grave misgivings as to my health. Re-
cent troubles have disturbed nie very painfully, and forced
me to take this great step.'

" 'Allow me first to thank you, monsieur,' said I, 'for the
trust you place me in. 1\ut T am bound to deserve it by
pointing out to you that you are disinheriting your—other
children. They bear your name. ^lerely as the children
of a once-loved wife, now fallen from lier position, they have
a claim to an assured existence. I tell you plainly that I
cannot accept the trust with which you propose to honor
me unless their future is .secured.'

"The Count trembled violently at the words, and tears

came into his eyes as be grasped my hand, saying, 'I did
not know my man thoroughly. You have made mo both glad
and sorry. We will make provision for the children in the
counter-deed.'

"I went with him to the door; it seemed to me that there
was a glow of satisfaction in his face at the thought of this

act of justice.

"Xow, Camille, this is how a young wife takes the first

step to the brink of a precipice. A quadrille, a ballad, a
picnic party is .'sometimes cause sutTicient of frightful evils.

You are hurried on by the presumptuous voice of vanity and

'= vs.! .»;, »*'iVi';. .J»4(-»IJ\Xv!!^^?^^!e^^i^^^i^^^^^
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pride, on the faitli of a smile, or throurrh piddiness and folly I

Shame and misery and remorse are three Furies awaiting

every woman the moment she oversteps the limits
"'

"Poor Camille can hardly keep awake," the Vicomtesse

hastily broke in.
—

'Mio to bed, ehild ; you have no need of

appallinjr pictures to keep you pure in heart and conduct."

Camille de (irandlieu took the hint and went.

"You were jrointr rather too far. di'ar M. Dervilh-." said

the Vicomtesse, "an attorney is not a mother of daughters

nor yet a preacher."

"Hut any newspaper is a thousand times
"

"Poor Dervillel" exclaimed the \'i<omicsse. "what haa

come over you? Do you really imagine that I allow a daugh-

ter of mine to read the newspapers?—(io on," she added

after a pause.

"Three months after everything was signed and sealed be-

tween the Count and Gobseck "

""N'ou can call him the Comte de Restaud, now that Camille

is not here." said the Vicomtesse.

"So be it! Well, time went by, and I saw nothing of the

counter-deed, which by rights should have been in my hands.

An attorney in Paris lives in such a whirl of business that

with certain exceptions which we make for ourselves, we have

not the time to give each individual client the amount of

interest which he himself takes in his alTairs. Still, one day
when Gobseck came to dine with me, I asked him as we left

the table if he knew how it was that I had heard no more of

M. de Restaud.
" 'There are excellent reasons for that,' he said; 'the noble

Count is at death's door. He is one of the soft stamp that

cannot learn how to put an end t(» chagrin, and allow it to

wear them out instead. Life is a craft, a profession: every

man must take the trouble to learn that business. When he

has learned what life is by dint of painful experiences, the

fibre of him is toughened, and aecpiires a certain elasticity, so

that he has his sensibilities under his own control; he di.sei-

plines himself till his nerves are like steel springs, which

*i
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always licnd, but iicvir break: '/wvu a soiuid (li<rt'stion. and a
man in ,-u<-h IrainniL;- ouLiht to live a> long as llu' cedars of
I^'banon, and t'lminus trees thev ai'e."

'''Tlun i~ llie ('(Mint actually dyin.ir!'" I a.-ked.

"'That is j)ll^,-lll|e. .-aid (leliseck; *tlie winding up of his

estate will he a .iui(y hit nf hu^iness for you.'

"I looked at my man, and said. l)y way of sounding him:
"'du>t explain to ine how il i- that we. the Count and I,

are the oidy men in wlioni y,)u tak.' an interest ?'

"[>eca\iM' you are the only two who have trusted me with-
out finessing." he -aid.

"Although this an-wer warranted niy iielief that Gobsock
would act fairly e\cn if t!ie lounter-deed were lost. I resolved
to go to see the Count. I pleaded a business engagement, and
wo separated.

"I went straight to the I'ue dn Ilehler. and was shown into

a room where the Connt<--s sat playing with her children.
When she heani my name, she sprang up and came to meet
me. then -he sat ilowti .

.,,1 pointeil v.ithout a word to a chair
by the fire. TTer face wori» the inscrutable mask beneath which
women of the worhl co-heal tl:eir most vehement emotions.
Trouble had withere(l that fav'c already. Nothing of its

beauty new remained, save the marvelous outlines in which
its principal charm had lain.

"'It is essential, madame, that I should speak to M. le

Comte
'

"'If so, you would be more favored than I am,' she said,

interrupting me. 'M. de K(>staud will see no one. He will

hardly allow his doctor to come, and will not 1)0 nursed even
by mo. When people are ill. the^v have such strange fancies!

'Phey are like children, they do not know wdiat thev want.'

"'Perhaps, like children, thev know verv well what they
want.'

"The Counte-s reildcued. I almost repented a thrust

worthv of (I(iIi-imI<. .^11. hy way of ehaniring the conversa-

tion, I added. 'But M. de Restaud cannot possibly lie there
alone all day, madame.'

^^^^^^^V^^^^^
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"'His oldest boy is with liiiii." she said.

"It was useless to pize ;it tiie Countess; she did not hiu.sh

this time, iind it lonked to iiie ;is il' >he were resolve(l ninre

firndy than ever that I should n(»t penetrate into lier secrets.

"'You must undorstaiui. madam.', that my proeeedini: i.-

no way indiscreet. It is stron^dy to his interest
—

' I hit my
lips, feelin<f that I had <:oni,' the wrom: way to work. The

Countess innncdiately took advantage of my slip.

"'My interest-; are in no way separate from niy hiisl)and's,

sir,' said she. 'There is nothinji to prevent your addressing

yourself to me '

"'The business whieh brinjrs me here concerns no one but

M. le Comte,' I said firndy.

" '1 will let him know of yotir wish to see him.'

"The civil tone and e.\j)ression assumed for the occasion

did not impose upon me; I divined that she would never

allow me to see her husband. I cliatteil on about indifferent

matters for a little while, so as to study her: but, like all

women who have once bei^uii to plot for themselves, she

could dissimulate with the rare perfection which, in your

sex, means the last dcfrree of perfidy. If I may dare to say

it, I looked for anythin<i from her, even a crime. She pro-

duced this feeling in me, becau.-;e it Mas so evident from her

manner and in all that she did or said, down to the very in-

flections of her voice, that she had an eye to the future. I

went.

"Now, I will pass on to the final scenes of this adventure,

throwing' in a few circiiiii^tjnK cs brouuht to li^dit by time,

and some details guessed by Gohseck's perspicacity or by my
own.

"When the Comte de Restaud apparently plunfrod into the

vortex of dissipaticm, soniethinir ))assed between the husband

and wife, something,' which remains an impenetrable secret,

but the wife sank even lower in the husband's eyes. As soon

as he became so ill that ho was obli^'ed to take to his bed, he

manifested his aversion for the Countess and the two younor-

est children. He forbade them to enter his room, and any

^p^^^TM^rmfT^^rrr .VN a-*; ,it*"i";.'.
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attempt to disohoy liis wishes bn.ii^'lit on such danperous at-
tacks that the doctor implored the Countess to .submit to her
husband's \vi>h.

"Mme. dc Ucstaud had seen the family estates and property,
nay. the very i)i;insinii m uliicli she liveil. pa.vs into the hands
of (Jobseck. who appeared to play the fantastic o^rr,. so far
as their wealth was eoneerned. She i)artiallv understood
what her husband was doin-r, no doul.t. M. de" Trailles was
traveling in Enjrland (his creditors had been a little too
pressing of late), and no one else was in a j)osition to en-
lighten the lady, and explain that her husbami was taking
precautions against her at Oobseck's suggestion. It is said
that she held out for a long while before she gave the signa-
ture re(|uired by French law for the sale of fh(> property
nevertheless the Count gained his point. The Countess was
convince.l that her husband was realizini: his fortune, and
that somewhere or other there would be a little bunch of
notes rej)resen1ing the amount : thev had !;een deposited with
a notary, or perhaps at the Hank, or in some .safe hiding-
place. Following out her train of thought, it was evident
that M. de Restaud must of necessity have some kind of docu-
ment in his possession by which any remaining property
could be recovered and handed over to liis son.
"So she made up her mind to keep the strictest possible

watch over the sick-room. She ruled despoticallv in the
house, and everything in it was submitted to this" feminine
espionage. All day she sat in the salon adjoining her hus-
band's room, so that she could hear every svUable that he
uttered, every least movement that he mad'e. 'she had a bed
put there for her of a night, hut she did not sleep verv much.
The doctor wab entirely in her interests. Such wife'lv devo-
tion seemed i)rai.seworthy enough. With the natural subtlety
of perfidy, slie took care to disguise M. de Restaud's repug-
nance for lier, and feigned distress so perfectly that she
gained a sort of celebrity. Strait-laced women' were even
found to say that she had expiated her sins, .\lways before
her eyes she beheld a visum of the destitution to follou- on

^^^^H^
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the Count's death if her prosorKc of mind should fail lur;

and in these ways the wife, repiilscil fnun the hed of pain o;,

whieh her hushand lay and groaned, had drawn a eharmed
circle round ahout it. So near, yet kept at a distance; all-

powerful, hut in disgraee, the apparently devoted wife was
lyinp in wait for death and opportunity: crouching like the

ant-lion at the hottom of his spiral pit. ever on the watch for

the prey that cannot escape, listening to the fall of every grain
of sand.

"The strictest censor could not hut recognize that the

Countess pushed maternal sentiment to tlie la.4 degree. Her
father's death had heen a lesson to her, people said. She
worshiped her children. They were so young that she could

hide the disorders of her life from their eyes, and could win
their love: she had given them the hest and most hrilliant

education. I confess that 1 cannot help admiring her and
feeling sorry for her. (Jobseck used to joke me about it.

Just ahout that time she had discovered Ma.ximc's baseness,

and was expiating the sins of the past in tears of blood. I

am sure of it. Hateful as were the measures which'she t(tok

for regaining control of her husband's monev, were thev not

the result of a mother's love, and a desire to repair the wrongs
she had done her children? And again, it may be, like many
a woman who has experienced the storms of lawless love, she

felt a longing to lead a virtuous life again. Perhaps she

only learned the worth of that life when she came to reap
the woeful harvest sown by her errors.

"Every time that little Ernest came out of his father's

room, she put him through a searching examination as to all

that his father had done or said. The boy willingly complied
with his mother's wislies, and told her even more than she

asked in her anxious affection, as he thought.

"My visit was a ray of light for the Countess. She was
determined to .see in ine tlie instrument of the Cctunt's venge-

ance, and resolved that I should not he allowed to go near
the dying num. I augured ill of all this, atul earnestly wished
for an interview, for I was not easy in my mind about the

4
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fato of the countpr-Hcrd. If it shuuM fall into tin- Oountc?*"

hand?, she iiii;:lit turn it to Iht own actuunt. and t' ..I would
be the bcpinnini; of a series of intiTtniiiahlc lawsuits between
hor and (iobseck. I knew the usurer w^H emiii^h to feel eon-

vineed tiiat he would never ;;ive up the property to her; there

wan room for plenty of je^ral (piibliliiifj over a series of trans-

fers, and I alone knew all the ins and out- of the matter. I

was minded to prevent surh a tissue of misfortune, so I went
to the Countess a second tiin(>.

"1 have noticed, nmdame," said Derville, turning to the

Vicomtessp, and speaking in a confidential tone, "certain

moral phenomena to which we do not pay enough atti>ntion. I

nm naturally an observer of hunuin nature, and instinctively

T bring a spirit of analysis to the business that I transact in

the interest of others, when human passions are called into

lively pbiy. Xow, I have often nutiied, and alwavs with new
wonder, that two antagonists almost always divine eaeh
other's inmost thoughts and ideas. Two enemies sometimes
possess a jiower of clear insight into mental proee.s.^cs. and
read each other's minds as two lovers read in either soul. So
when we came together, the Countess and I, 1 iinder.^ood at

once the reason of her antipathy for me, di.<gui,sed tlmugh
it was by the most gracious forms of politeness and civility.

I had been forced to be her confidant, ami a woman cannot
but hate the man before whom she is compelled to blush.

And she on her side knew that if I was tlie man in whom
her husband phucd confidence, that hu.sband had not as yet

given up his fortune.

"I will spare you the conversation, but it abides in ray
memory as one of the most ilangerous encounters in my
career. Xature had be>towed on licr all the (jualities which,

couibincd. are irresistii)ly fascinating; she cnuld !ii' pliant

and proud by turns, and confiding and coaxing in her man-
ner; she even went .m) far as to try to arou.^c curiositv and
kindle love in her effort to subjugate me. Tt was a failure.

As T took my leave of her. I caught a irKam of bate and ra<re

in her eyes that made nie bb udder. We parted . • 'raies. She
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would fain have cru-lit'd ine out of existonop; and for my
own [i.irt. T ft'll pit' t'rir In ?. aiid for some natures pity is th«>

deadliest of insult-^. This feeling' perva<led flir last repre-

sentations I put l)( fore her: aiul when I left her, 1 left, I

think, drcfii! in the drpths of her -oid. by deehirin;: that, turn
wlueli way >he would, rum lay iiievitahly hefnre her.

"''If I weri' to see M. lo (.'onite, your children's property

at anv r <> wniild
'

"*1 should he at your m-Tey,' she said, breaking' in npon
me. disfxust in her L'esture.

"Now that we had spoken frankly. I made up my mind
:o save the family froiu impending; destitution. I resolved

t*" strain the law at need to piin my ends, and this wa> what
I did. I sued the Comte de liesfaud for a sum of money,
ostensibly due to (Johseek, ai, I <jaiii. 1 jud^'mcnt. The
Countess, of course, did not allow him to know of this, but 1

had pained my point, I had a rifrht to atlix seals to every-

thing on the death of the Count. I bribed one of the servants

in the house—the man undertook I let me know at any hour
of the day or night if his master should ' • at the point of
death, so that I could intervene at once, ^ are the Countess
with a threat of afli.xing seals, and so secure the counter-
deed.

"I learned later on that the woman w > studyin^^ the Code,
with her husband's dyinp moans in her ears. If we could
picture the thoughts of those who stand about a deathbed,
what fearful sights should we not see? Monev is always the

motive-spring of the schemes elabi rated, of all the

plans that are made and the plots that are wcnen
about it! Let us leave these details, nau.seating in

the nature of them ; 1 <t perhaps they may have given you
some insight into all that tliis iiu>banil and wife endured

;
per-

haps too they may unveil nnu h that is passing in secret in

other houses.

"For two month> 'he Comte (i I{es!:iud lay on his bed,

alone, and resigned i his fate. M' rtal disease was slowly

..ifi
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sn[>pin{j the -trrnprth of iiiin<i and body. rnaoconntnWo anrl

jrrot<'S(|iit' si« k fai'cics [ircvrd ujHm him; hi' woid'l not sufTcr

them (o set his room in order, no one "-hoiild luirsc hitn. }\o

Would not .'vi'ti idlow thciu to make liis la-d. All his sur-

round in;:s liorc tilt' marks of this last dcfrnr of apathv, tho

fiiriiilun' \\a- out of place, the ilainlicst trifles were covered

with dn-t and cohwch-. In licalth he hail been a man of

refined and c\pen>ive ta.-tes, now he positivelv deli;_rhted in

the comfortless look of the ronm. A ho>t of olijeet.s re(|uirod

in illness— rows of medicine holtles. einjtty and full, most of

fhem dirty, crumpled linen and hmken j)liites, littered the

writinj,'-talile. chairs, and clumncy-piece. An op<'n warming-
pan lay on the floor het'ore the j:rate ; a hath, .still full of min-
eral water, had not Ixin taken away. The sense of coming
dip.solution jiervadcd all the details of an unsijrhtly chaos.

Signs of death appeareil in things inanimate before the

Destroyer came to the body on the bed. The ("omto de

Kestaud could not hear the tlaylight, the Venetian shutters

were* closed, darkness deepened the gloom in the dismal
chand)er. The sick man himself had wasted greatly. All

the life in him seemed to have taken refugc' in the still brill-

iant eyes. The livid whitene>s of his fai-e was something
horrible to see, enhanced as it was by the long dank locks of

hair that straggled along his cheeks, for he would never

sufTer them to cut it. He looked like some religious fanatic

in the dcM'rt. Mental suffering was extinguishing all human
instincts in this man of scarce fifty years of age, whom all

Paris had known as so brilliant and so successful.

"One morning at the beginning of December 1824, he

looked up at Kniot. who s-at at the foot of his bed gazing at

his father with wistful eyes.

.\re you in pain?' the little Vicomte asked.

'Xo,' said the fount, with a ghastly smile, 'it all lies

hcrr and nlxjitt my lu'irf!'

'"lie |)ointed to his forehead, and then laid his wasted

fingers on his hollow chest. Ernest began to cry at the sight.

'•'How 16 it that M. Derville does not come to mer' the

?Ar-- bC^T
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Count nskcd bin servant (lie tlioM;.'lit tluit Maurice was reallv

iittaclu'd tit him, Iml the niiin \vii« eniiriU iti th«' Cnuiitess'

intere>t )— 'What ! Maiifice!" ainl thi' ilutiL' man sinhienlv

sat upri;:ht in hi^ ImiI, ami -i-eiiieij tu pi hvit all his j)resenee

of mimi. '1 ha\i' >ent fur up. .itiurinv ~i'\imi nr i'i;.'ht time-

durin}.' tlic last fnrtiii,Lriit, ami h'' due- uu? cMiiiel" he rrieil.

'!)(> you ima;:ine tliat I airi to l><' trilled with!' do for him.

at onee, thiw very iri>taiit, and linn- Inm hack will; vol.. If

you do not carry out uiy older-, I shall iret up and <:<< iin-elf."

"'MadaiiU'.' i^aid the uuiii as he came into the salon, 'you

heard M. h' Comte; w'uat <)u;,'ht I to do?"

"'I'reteiul to ^'o to the attorney, ami when you enme hack,

toil your ma.-ter that his man of liii>iness i> forty lea;:ues

Hway from Paris on an important lawsuit. Say that he \a

e.vpected hack at the end of the week.—Sick ]ieop!e lu'ver

know iu)W ill they are,' thouj,dit thr Countess; "he will wait till

the tmm {'onu'S home.'

"The doctor had said on tiie previous eveninir that tho

Count could scarcely live tlirou,i:h the day When the servant

eanie hack two hours later to ^'ive that lu)peless an>W'T, the

dyin^' nuin seeme<l to he frreatly airitated.
"
'U God!" he cried again and again. 'I put my trust in

nono but Thee.'

"For a long while he lay and gazed at his son, and spoke

in a fpphle voice at last.

"'Ernest, my boy, you are very young; but you have a

good heart; you can under.-tand, no douht. that a proiiii.se

given to a dying man is sacred ; a promise to a father .

Do you feel that you can be trusted with a .secret, and keep it

so well and closely that evcii \oiir mother her.-i'lf shall not

know that you have a secret to keep!-' Tlu're is n(. one else

in this house wliom 1 can trust to-day. Vou will not betray

my trust, will you!''

"'No, failH-r.''

"'Very well, then, Frnest. in a minute or two T will give

you a .sealed packet that belongs to M. l>erville; you muat
take such care of it that no one can know that you have it;

22
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then you must slip out of tlie house and put thu letter into
the post-box at tlie corner.'

"•Yes. father;

'Can I depend upon you?'

'Yes, failirr.'

"'Come aiK. kiss me. You have made death less bitter to
me, dear boy. In six or seven years" time you will understand
the im))ortaii(c of this secret, and you wHl be well rewarded
then for your (piickiiess and oliedieiice, you will know then
how much 1 jnve you. Leave me alone for a minute, and
let no one—no matter whom—come in meanwhile.'

"Ernest went out and saw his juother standing in the next
room.

" 'Ernest,' said she, 'come here.'

"She sat down, drew her son to her knees, and clasped him
in her arms, and held him ti;,ditly to her heart.

"'Ernest, your father said something to you just now.'
" 'Yes, juamma.'

"'What did he pay?'
" 'I cannot repeat it, mamma.'
" 'Oh, my dear child !" cried the Countess, kissing him in

rapture. 'Vou have kept your secret; how glad that makes
nie! Xcver tell a lie; never fail to keep your word—those

are two principles which should never be forgotten.'

"'Oh! mamma, how beautiful you are! You have never
told a lie, I am ([uite sure.'

" 'Once or twice, l^rnest dear, I have lied. Yes, and I

have not kept my word under circura.-.tances which speak
louder than all precepts. Listen, my Ernest, you are big

enough and intelligent enough to see that your father drives

me away, and will not allow me to nurse him, and this is not
natural, for you know how much I love him.'

" 'Yes, mamma.'
'•The Countess began to cry. 'Poor child!' she said, 'this

misfortune is the result of treacherous insinuations. Wicked
people liav(> tried to separate me from your father to satisfy

their greed. They mean to take ail our money from us and to
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keep it for themselves. If your father were well, the division

between vis would soon be over; he would listen to me; he is

loving and kiml; be would see his mistake. Unt now hi.•^

mind is affeeted, and his prejudices ajrainst me have beeoine

a fixed idea, a sort of nuuiia with him. It is (me result of his

illness. Your fatln r"s fondness for you is another proof that

bis mind is (kranircd. T'ntil lie fell ill you never noticed that

he loved yon more than Pauline an<l Georjifes. It is all caprice
with him now. In his affection for you ho miirbt take it into

his bead to tell you to do things for bitn. If you do not want
to ruin us all, my darlin^r. and to <<'(• vour mother begging
her bread like a pauper woman, vou must tell her every-
thing '

""Ah!' cried the Count. lie had opened the door and
stood there, a sudden, half-naked apparition, almost as thin
and fleshless as a skeleton.

"His smothered cry produced a terrible effect upon the
Countess: -he -at motion!e-s. a< i.f a siulden stiimir had seized

her. Her husband was as white and wasted as if he had risen
out of his grave.

"'You have filled my life to the full with trouble, and now
you are trying to vex my deathbed, to warp iiiv bov's mind,
and make a depraved man of him I' he cried, hoarsely.

"The Countess flung her.-^clf at his feet. His face, working
with the last emotions of life, was almost hideous to see.

"'Mercy! mercy!* she cried aloud, shedding a torrent of
tears.

" 'Have you shown me any pitv?" he asked. 'I allowed you
to squander your own money, and now do you mean to

squander my fortune, too, and ruin my son?'

'"Ah! well, yes, have no pity for me. be merciless to me!'
she cried. 'But the children? Condemn your wid:i\v to live

in a convent; T will oliey you; I will do anvthintr. anvihing
that you bid me, to expiate the wrong I have done you. if that
so the children may be happy! TIk- children! Oh. the
children

!'

'1 hfave only one child.' said the Count, stretching out a
wasted arm, in his despair, towards his son.
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"'Pardon a ponitcnt woinau. a penitont wmnan! . .
.'

waik'd the ('(iiiiitc>>, her arm- aliniii her luisl)aii(l's ilaiiip feet.

Shf could iiMt spiak for suI.Ihii-; va-uc, incoherent sounds
i)roke from her parched throat.

"'^'uu (hiiv to talk of |i.-niiriici> ,-if|. r ;ill that \i>\\ said to

I'lrnot !' exciaiMicd the dviii- man. >hakiii,Lr nil" the Countess,
wlio hiy LTovclin;,^ ovrr his i'cct.~-Vou turn nic t(i ice!" he
a(Uled, and there was MimfiliinLT appalliui: in the indillVrerice

with which he utleivd llie WMi-d-. -y,,!! 1|,|\,. 1„.,.„ a l)a,|

daujrhter: you liave heeii a had wife: you will he a bad
mother.'

'•The wretched woman fainted away, 'i'he dvin;: man
reached his hcd and ;;iy down ai^ain. and a few Imurs later
sank into unc(>n.-ciou>ne.-s. The priests came and admini.s-
tered the sacraments.

• \t niid)ni:ht he i!'ed: the scene that inornini: had e\-
haii-ted his reiu;ii!iiiv<: sfreuirlh. and nn the stroke i>\' mid-
night I arrived with Paddy (Jnhseck, 'I'he house was in

confusion, and under cover of it we walkeil up into the litth?

salon adjoining the deatli-charnhfr. The three childri'ii were
(here in Iciirs, with two priest-, who had come to watch with
the dead. Krnest came nwr to me. ntid said that his mother
desired to he alone in the Count's room.

"'I)i> not go in.' h<> said; and ! a<!mired the child fi>r his

tone and gesture; 'she is pravinu' there.'

''Oohseck hegan to laugh that soundless lauudi of his, hut
I felt too much tnudicd |,y th(> fee'ing in Ernest's little face

to join in the miser's sardonic amusement. When Krnest
saw that we moved towanls the door, lu' phniteii himself in

front of it. crying out. 'Mamma, here are .<ouie gentlemen in

hiack who want to sre vou I'

"Oohseck lifted Ernest out of the way as if the child had
been a feather, and opcnecl the door.

"What a scene it was th^it met our eves I The room was
in frightful disorder: clothe^ and pa])e!-^ and rai:~ lav t.is-ed

about in a confusion hoirihle to >!•(> in the pre-ciuv of
Death; and there, in the midst, stood the Countess in dishev-
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rl.'d (lospair. unablo to utter a won], her over, plittcrin;,'. Tho
Count Jiiul scarcely breathe;] liis last before bis wife came in
and forced opvn the drawers and the (iesk : the carpet was
strewn with litter, some .,f the furniture and boxes wore
broken, the si<ms of vi.lenee could he seen evervwliere. But
if her search had at first prove! fruitless, tliere was that in
her excitemei.t and attitude wliich led nie to lielj.'ve that
she had found thi" mysterious documents at last. I irlanced
at the l»ed. ami [)rofcssi(.na! im-tinct fohl me all tluit had
happened. The mattress had been flunLT contemptuously
down by the bedside, and across it. fa<c downwards, lav the
body of the Count, like one of th" p.-iper envelopes' that
strewed the carpet—he too was nothin;: now but an envnlopo.
There was somethin-r <:rotesquoly horrible in the attitude of
the stiffenintr risrid !ind)s.

"The dyin;r man must have hidden the count.T-de.-d under
his pillow to keep it safe .so lonp as life .should last; and his
wife must have .sntessed his thou.-ht ; indeed, it mi<rht be
read plainly in his last dyinfr fresture. in the convulsive
clutch of his claw-like hands. The pillow had been flun- to
the floor at the font of the bed; I could se.. the print of'her
heel upon it At her feet lay a pa{)er with the Count's arms
on the .^eals; I snatehed it up. and saw that it was addressed
to me. 1 looked steadily at the Countess with the ])iti-

less clear-sifrhtedness of an examinim: maLnstrate ccnfrontin^
a piiilty creature. The contents were blazin.ir in the prate"
she had fluntr them on the fire at the sound of our approach,'
ima^'ininp. from a first hastv <:lance at the provisions which
I had sufTfjested for her children, that she was destrovimx a
will which disinherited them. .\ tormented conscience .and
involuntary horror of the deed which she had done had taken
away all power of rel1.>ction. She had been cau^it in the
act. and possibly the scafTold was rising before her eyes, and
she already felt the felon's hrandintr iron.

"There she stood pispinjr f,,,- hreath. waiting for us to
speak, staring at r- with hag-rard eyes.

"I went across to the grate and pulled out an unburned
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fra<riiient. 'Ah, inadamo !' I exciaimcd, 'you have ruined
your fhihlroii ! Those papers were their title? to their

property.'

"Ihr mouth twitclied. she looked as if ?he were threatened
hy a ])aralytie seizure.

i-:}i en : cried (;ol)seek; the harsh, shrill tone L'rated

upon nur c.irs like the soniul of a hrass eandlestiok seratehinsr

a iiiarhle s\irfaee.

"ThtTe was a pause, then tlic old man turned to me and
paid (piietly :

"*l)o you intend ^Iine. la Comtespo to suppose that I am
not the ri^rhtful owner of the property sold to me hv her lato

hii.-harid? 'i'iiis Iioum' iieiouu's lo i::c now
"A sudden hlow on the head from a hludjeon would have

^nvcM me !t>s ])ain ;ind astonishniont. The ( Vuintess saw
the look of hesitation in my faee.

"'Monsieur.' she crifd, 'Monsieur!' She could find no
other words.

"'You are a trustee, are vou not?" I asked.

"'That is po.ssible.'

" 'Then do you moan to take advantajj[e of this crime of

hers?'

"'Precisely.'

"I went at that, leaving the Countess sitting by her hus-

band's bedside, sheddinj: hot tears. Gobseck followed me.
Outside in the street I separated froru him, but he came after

me, flun<r me one of those searchiuir jrlances with which he
probed men's minds, and said in the husky flute-tones,

pitched in a shriller key:
" "Ho you take it upon yourself to judge me?'

"From that time forward we saw little of each other.

Golsi'ck let the Count's mansion on lease; he spent the sum-
mers on the country estates. He was a lord of the manor in

earnest, puttinjr up farm l)uildinjrs, repairing mills and
roadways, and riant ing timber. I came across him one day
in a walk in the Jardin des Tuileries.
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"'The rountop? is bchavinj; like a horoino.' said I; 'sho

pivc's luT^cU' up cntiroly to the cliildrcn's filuration ; phe is

{rivin<: them a pirffct bringing up. The oldest boy is a

channini: youiiir fellow
'

" "i'hat is possible.

'

"'Hut ouirbt you not to belp Ernest?' T suirgested.

"'Help liiiiil' cried -Jolj^ee!,. 'Nut I. Adversity is the
preate~t of all teaebers : adver.-ity teaobes us to know the

value iif iiiniiiy and tbe wortb of men and women, l-et him
pet sail on tbe >eas of Paris: when lie is a qualified pilot, we
will give Ilim a sliip to steer."

"I left him without seeking to explain the meaning of his

words.

"M. de h'estaud's mother has prejudiced him against me,
and be is very far from taking \no as his legal advi.<er; still,

I Went to see (;(ii)se(k la.-t weik to tell him about Ernest's
love for Mile. Camille, and pre-cd him to carrv out his eon-
tract, since that y.nimr K'c-iaud is just of age.

"I found tliat the <<\<\ iiill-discounter had been kept to his

bed for a long time liy the complaint of which he was to die.

He put me off. saying that be would give the matter his atten-
tion when be could get up again and see after his i)usiness;

his idea being no doubt that be would not give up anv of his

possessions so long as tb.e bivaib was in bim: no other reason
could be found for his sbullliiig answer. He seemed to me to

be much worse than he ai all suspected. I stayed with him
long enough to discern the proLrress of a passion which age
had converted into a sort of craze. He wanted to bo alone
in llu- Ipiii.-e. ami had taken the ruoms one bv one as thev
fell vacant. Hi his own loiuii h.' bad changed nothing; the
furniture which I knew so well si\!r..n years ago looked the
same as ever; it might liave been k,-pt under a glass case,

(ilobseck's faithfid old portress, with her husband, a pen-
sioni'r. who >at in tbe entry while she was upstairs, was still

his liou:-ekeener and eliarwuman. and v.nw in addition his

t-ick-nurse. In spite of his feebienes^. CJoi)seck saw his clients

himself as heretofore, and received sums of money; his affairs
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liJid boon so siniplifio.l. tlmt lie only n('c(i..(l to sond his pen-
sinner out now iinii ji^^ain on an trraii.l, and cuuld carry on
business in his hed.

"After the treaty, hy which France recoi,'nized tlie Ilaytian
lJej)uhlic. (lohsei k wa> one of the niemhers of the eonunission
appointed to JHjiiidale elairii.- and a,-ses> repavnients due hv
Hayti: his r-pecial kiiowhdi:'' of ohi fortnnes in San Do'-
niinj,'o. and ilie phinters iind their heirs and a-.-iirns to whom
the in<!e!!inities were .hie. had hd to liis noimnation. Gob-
i^ociv's peculiar ^renm- had then devixd an ap-ncv for dis-
countinir tiie planters" claim.- on the govtM'nment. The
business was carried on under the names of Werbrust and
Gigonnet. with whom he shareii tlie spoil without disburse-
ments, for ids knowledj:e wa> accepted in>tead of capital.
The agency was a sort •>{ distillery, in which monev was
extracted from doui)tful claiiii>. and flie claims of those who
knew no better, or had no conlidence in the government. As
a lifjuidator, (iobseck couhi make terms with the large hmded
proprietors: and these, either to gain a higher percentage of
their claims, or to ensure prompt settlements, would send him
presents in proportion to their means. In this way presents
came to be a ki;,d of percentage upon sums too large to pass
through his control, while the ageiicv bought up cheaply the
small an<l dubious claims, or the claims of those person.s who
preferred a littl- ready money to a deferred and somewhat
hazy repayment by tlu' Hcpubl'ic. (iobseck was the insatiable
lioa constrictor of tlie great husiiie-s. I-lverv nionnn^ he
received his tribute, eyeing it like a Nabob's prime mini'ster,
as he considers whether he will M:.ni a j)ardon. (iob.seck would
take anything, from the pre-ent of game .sent him bv some
poor devil or the poundV weight of wax candles from devout
folk, to the rich man's plate and the speculator's gold snuff-
box. Nobody knew what betame of the presents sent to the
old moncydeuder. Kvcr\ thing went in, but nothm" came
out.

^

'"On the word of an honest woman,' said the portress,
-•m old aciiuamtauce of mine, '1 believe he swallows it all and
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is nono the fatter for it; he is a? thin and dried up as the
cULkixi ill the clock.'

"At Iciijith, hi.^t Monday, Gohi^cck ^cnt his pensioner for
me. The man came u|) to iny private olhce.

'"Be (luick and (oiuc. M. Uerville,' said he, 'the f,'overn()r

is just poinir to hand in liis checks ; he iias grown as yellow as

a lemon; he is fidgeting to speak with you; death has fair

hold of luiii; tlie rattle is working in \n> throat.'

"When I •Mtcred (iohseck's roDiii. 1 found the dving man
kneeling hefore tlie grate. If there was no fire on the hearth,

there was at any rate a nion>trous luaj) of a-lirs. lie had
dragged himself out of bed. but his strength liad failed lain,

and he could neither go back nor find voice to cnniplain.

"'You felt cold, old friend.' i said, as 1 hcljH'd him hack
to his bed; iiow can you do without a fire?'

" 'I am not ci.ld at all,' he said. '\o fire here I no fire ! I

am going. I know not where, lad,' he went on, glancing at me
with blank, lightless eyes, "but I am going away from this.

—

I have raryolociii.' said he (the use of the technical term
showing how clear and adurate his mental proces.-ics were
even now). 'I ttiought the r i was full of live gold, and I

got up to catch some of it.— lu whom will all mine go, I

wonder? Not to the Crown; I have 1- ft a will, look for it,

Grotius. La belle Ilullamlaise had a daughter; I once saw
the girl somewhere or other, in the Kue X'lvienne, one even-
ing. They call her "La Torpillc," I believe ; >lie i.- as pretty as

pretty can be; look her uj), (Jrotius. Vou are my executor;
take what you like; help yourself. There are "^trasburg pies,

there, and bags of coffee, and sugar, and goiu -spoons. Give
the Odiot service to vour wife. But who is to have the dia-
monds? Are you going to take them, lad ? There is snufT too
—sell it at Hamburg, tobaeco^ are worth half a- much again
at Hamburg. .\11 sorts of things I have m fact, and nuw I

must go and leave them all.—(.'ome. I'apa (iobseck, no weak-
ness, be vourself!'

'He raised himself in bed. the lim fat «tand in<

out as sharply against the pillow as if the profile had been
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(ii.<t in hrnnzo; hv .twU-hr,] „u( a I.-nn arm and honv hand
al"ri;,,lH.,..,w,-lr. a,Hl.lut.h,..lit.as,fM. In. uo„l,l lain k.ru
Ins linl.l n„ lu,.. lUvn hv ^.ur,\ \um\ ai ih.. ..-al.., ,o|.l a. hismvn iMHallic ...vs. ^umI .hV.i i„ r„|i c.n^.inusnr^. nf drath
lo uK--th.. i.nrtrc.-s. thi" nhl ,M.nHn„..r. ai„l niv.>(.|r-h.'
ookcl l,b. ,,n,. of il„. ul-i I{,„„,,„. M:,n,l.ni,r h,:|,i,„| the

( uMsiils ,n I.lhunV i,hi„,v .,r ih.. M,//A »/ /A. >-,;/,, „/
Ifr 11 f IIS. I

••Hr uas a -M,.,]-plu.kr,l nnr. the ,,hl La^'ar!' slid the
iM'tiMuii^T III Ins i-(.|,|i,.r|_\ ra>hi.»ii.

•i5nr a> fur „„. .h. .iVin^ Miaifs fantasti.al .niunoration
of his ruhrs was >i,ll .m.u,h1m.,:x .m miv .ars. ,„.l „„. ^.,.,.8,

fn!lnu,„ir
, |u> .1,,,, l,„„ nf InV. .VM..! n„ ,1,,, ),„;,., ..f" ^^j,^.

It Struck .no tl>at i! was vrrv hu-.. I tu.-k the t.,n^^s, and as«.nna> I Minv,!, I,.. .,„,!,,.. | ,•,.], ,[„, ,„„,,| „n,l,,nu.ath. a
mass of -nl.i ,ui(l -liver ..,!„.. n.vipts taken diirin^ his ill-
ness, duuhli.-, after he ^n.u ,,„. ,v,,,,|,. t„ |,„.,. j,,^, ^_^,^^^.^,
up, and could trust nn une f. take it to the hank for him
"'Hnn tor il,.. j„>tiee ,,r tl.r peaee.' sai.l I. turnin- to the

old pensioner, "so tlmi e^.l•vIllin^ ran he sealed hero at onc« '

'•(,ol,s,.,k s hi.~t words and the „ld portress" remarks had
struek me.

1 took th.. keys nf the ro„„is on the first an.l
Sfcom tluor to make a visitation. Tiie Hr.^t door that I
opened revealed the m.^nini: of the phrases which I took formad rav,n-s; and 1 saw the len-th to which covtousne.s
^oes when it .survives only as an illo-rieal instinct, the last
sta-e of ,^rreed of which you hnd so manv examples amon.r
misers in country towns.

' "

"In the room next to the one in which (ioh.seck had died 'i

quantity of eatahles of all kinds were stored-putrid nie«
nmuhly ti.li. nay, even shell-li>h. the sfncj, almost choked
inc. M;.u-ots and inse..ts swarmed. Tlie>e eomparativelv
recent presents were put down, pell-mell, anion- ehesfs o'f
I';a. hajrs „| eotfee. and paekin,ir-ca.-es of every shape V
silver soup tur.Mm on ,1,,. el.imiwv-piece was full „f advices of
the arrival of ^^,,,,(1^ con.>i,!.'ned to his order at Havre hales
of cotton, hogsheads of sugar, harreis of rum, colfees indigo
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tobaccos, a porfoct bazaar of cnlonial produce. The room
itself was craiiiriicd with funiitiirc. and silvcr-plato. and
lamps, and vases, and pictures: there wen- liooks, and curiosi-

tios. and fine cnj:ravinirs lyin;,' rolled iiji, nnframeij. Perhaps
these were not all pn-mts and some pm-t of tlii< vast rpian-
tity of stuff had been dejxjsitcd with him in the shape of
pledjres. and had been left on hi- ham1< in default of pav-
ment. I noticed jewel-cases, with ciphers and armorial-
bearin,i:s -tamped upon them, anrl sets of fine tabled inen, and
weafxms (pf price; but none of the ihini.'s were docketeil. I

opened a book which seemed to be mi-placed, and found a
thousand-franc note in it. I prondsed myself that I would
po throu^di everytliim: thoroiiLddy; I woidd trv the ceilinir?,

and floors, and walls, and cornice- to (]i-:cover all the ^'old,

hoarded with siuh pa-<ionate irreed by a Dutch miser worthy
of a Hemhranilt's brush, [n all the course of mv professional
career I have never seen such impressive siirns of the eccen-
tricity of avarice.

"I went back to his room, and found an explanation of this
chaos and accumulati-ii of I'irhes in a pde of biter- Ivintr

under the pajicr-wei^rhts on his dc-k—Cobseek'- eorrespond-
ence with the various dealers fo whom doubtless he usually
sold his presents. Thc-e jursons had, perhaps fallen victims
to (^.of.seckV cleverness, or (;..b-,ik hmv have wanted fancy
prices for his >,'oods: at any rate, every bar-ain hunjr in sus-
pcn-e He had 7iot disposed of the eataides to Chcvet. b(>caust>

Clifvet Would oidy take thnn of him at a lo~- of thirtv per
cent. (Jobseck ha<,'!,ded for a few francs between the prices,

and while they wran-led fh(! <rood- be,:uiie unsalable. Airain.
(Jobseck had refused free ilelivery of hi.- silver-plate, and
declined to fruarantee the wei-ht- f his coffei s There had
been a dispute over ci.li article, i.e fir^j indication in (iob-

seek of the childi-liiii-. and inc'M:i|)reheii:dlde ob^tinacv >

\'

age, a condition of mind nailnd al \:\<\ by all men in whom
a stronij passion .-iir\i\c.- the Iiii.lleci.

"I said to nivself. as Im !.id said. 'To w''om will all tlleso
riches gor

. . . And when I lUmk of ilu' grotesque
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information ho ^mvo hip as t.. tli.- [.rcMMt address of liis heir-
f.- I fonv-ff lli;it It wil! I,,, rii;. diitv l,. H.ardi all the houses
of dl-larm- in Tans td pour out an irniMcusr fortune nii <otno
wortlilfss ja.le. Hut, m il„. ii,sl pla.c. kouw Hiis—tlmt in a
f.w dav,^ tiiii.' KrIl,.^t <\v ll.slaud will c.n,,. into a fortune to

.- till.' IS unqui luiiablf, ii f<.rlune wlii.'li will put him
'i'"i t.. niarn Mil, CaMiillr. ,s,ii .il't.r adr(piate pn,-

visi .,1 has hiH'u mad.. f..r his niotlicr the Comtesse de Uostuud,
and his bister and brother."

whi( h h

in a pii'.
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To Meutnnant-C.lon.-l IViioIIhh i-f the Artllh'ry) m a proof
'•f tli«. niitliorH ufft'ctlou and ctitooui.

T>K Malzac.

Ov fvorv nroasinn whrn you have pone Poriouslv to study the
Exhibition of works in sculpture and painting, such as it
has Leon since the K'evolution ..f IS.Id, have v<.u nut been
seized l)y a hrVmrr „f discomforf. horednm, and melancholy
at the sipht of the lon^r. over-flll.'d iralleries? Since IS.'U) tho
Salon has ceased to exist. Once iimre the Luuvre has been
taken by storm by the mob of artists, and thev have kept
possession. Koniicrly, wlun the Salon pave us a choice col-
lection of works of art, it secured the greatest honors for the
examples exhibited tliere. Amonp the two hundred selected
pictures the public chose apain; a crown was awarded to the
masterpieces by unknown hands. Impas.sioned discussiona
arose aP to the merits of a painting. The abu.<e heaped on
Delacroix and on Ingres were not of less service to them than
the praises and-fanatici.'^m of tlieir adherent.-.

In our day neither tho crowd nor the critic can be vehement
over the objects in this bazaar. lie,n<r .ompelled to make
the selection which was formerly und<.rtak-..n bv the examin-
ing .lury. their attention is oxIlan^ted bv the effort; and bv
the time it is fini.^hed the Exhibition closes.

Until ISir the pictures accepted never extended bevond
the first two columns of the lonp pallerv containinp the works
of the old masters, and this year thev filled the whole of this
space, to the preat surprise of the public. Historical paint-
ing genre, easel pictures, landscape, flowers, animals, and
wa er-color paintin-.-^^ach of the.se eight classes c<,uM never
yield more than twenty pictures worthy of the eye of the

(349)
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I'liblic, who cnnnnt ;,mv(' attention to a lar^'cr roUcciion of
[licttirrs.

Tho inorc ilic ininibcr of ar(i^ts increases, tlic more I'xact-

inp t;hinilil llic jiirv of selection beeome. All was lost as -onn
as the Salon encroached further on the irallerv. The S-Ion
sliouM li.i\e been kejit williin lixcil anil restricteil limits, in-

flexibly defined, where oacli class ini;.dit exhibit its !)est work^.
The exjierienee of ten years has proved the tixcellenc(> of ihe
old rules. Instead of a tourney, you now have a riot : instead
of a LTlorious exhibition, you have a nie(llev bazaar; instead
of a selection, you have everythinir at once. What is the
result? A ^reat artist is swamped. The Turkish Caff, the
("hUihrn at the HV//, the Torture hij Jhioks. and the Jn.'irph

by Decamp-; would have don(> more for his -lorv if exhibited
all four, in the preat room with the hundred other aood pict-

ures of tho year, than his twentv canvases buried anion;:
three thousand paintings, and di-^perseil amon<,f six irallories.

With strann^e perversity, since the doors have been thrown
open to all, there has been much talk of unap]ireciated irenius.

AVhen. twelve years liefore. the ('mrfrynii. bv fiifjres. and Sica-
lon's pictures. Oericault's T!nff of fhr Me,J,ixn. Delacroix's
Mn.'fsnrrr of Sno. and Eu,aen(> Deveria's Iinpti:i„t of Ffmri
ly.—accepted, as they were, by yet more famous men. who
were taxed with jealousy—revealeil to the world, notwith-
Btandin^r the carpinir of critics. th(> existence of youthful and
ardent painters, not a complaint was ever heard. Eut now,
when the veriest dauher of canvas can display his works, we
hear of nothinsr hut misunderstood talent. Where there is no
longer any judirment. nothing- is judjred. Our artists, do
what they may. will come hack to the ordeal of selection which
recommends their work to the admiration of the public for
whom they toil. Without the choice exercfsed by the Acad-
emy, there will be no Salon ; and without the Salon, art may
perish.

Since the catalogue has ^rrown to be a fat volume, many
names are found there which remain obscure, notwithstand-
ing the list of ten or twelve pictures that follows them.
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An,o:p tiK-se name,., the least known of all perhaps i. thatnf a., .rnst named Pierre (irassou. a native of FouJ(.res. an.
oallejl. for shortness. Fou-a-res in the artist world-a na>neuh.eh nnwa.lays t,l s so mueh space on the pa^^e. an,] whichhas su,r..sted the h.tter reflections introdwcin. this sl<etchM his hie. and applicable to some other members of the artist

iA.. the n!„.|isk of Luxor, which have a passa;ro and a darkyarrow staircase with dangerous turnm.s whi^h are n t i ;

ya,,l. or. to be exact, a square well at the back. Abovein three or four roo.us inhal>ite<l In- Fou^^eres was hi. studioookin. out over Montmartre. The studi<; painted brick d

V c:['^>h
" ^'^' ^'-r'/rown and polked; each ch!^;proMded with a squar.. hnrder..! mat: the .ofa. nhiin enou.d.but as c c^n as that m a tradeswoman's bedroom, e .r'hing

u n?
' ^ '• '''•^'™'' '^ " "'"'•'^^^' '-'"'l «n^l the care

St. d n "
^""' "^'"- ^^''''' '''' ' ^1^'^'t for keepin/t letud properties in, a breakfast table, a sideboard,^ a de 'k

in order Ihe stove, too, had the benefit of this Dutch neatness. which was all the more conspicuous be.-au e the pure'^d s ea V northern sky flooded tile back roomwiJh e^"coKJ iglt. 1-ou-eres, a mere painter of genre had no needfor the huge machinery which ruins historica p nt" rs he

o '^ ii^d n:;^/V'^T^'^ r-'^'^^
oompeter;:":;;!^

eiek '
'

'"'^ "'^^ "''^^ ^^^^^°t with small

thel!!"' '''^"r'"n
'^ '^'' "'""^'^ '*^ December of that veartho eason when Pans Pluii.tines are penod,caIlv at alkedb^ he burlesque Idea of perpetuating the.r faces-in tlem-che. a suflicient burden-Pu.rre (Jrassou. having risen eirh'-> .eU,ng his palette, lightiu, h. .,„... .a.ingt roll soSn m Ik. and waiting to work till his window panes .hou dhave thawed enough to let daylight in. The weaUier w^ diy
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and fine. M thi? instant, the painter, eating with the patient,

rot;igm'(l look thai tells .'-o inucli, rcrof^'nizi'd the footfall of a

man who had had the influonce over his life which people of

his class hav(! in the career of most artists—Elias Magus, a

picture di'aler, an usurer in canvas. And, in fact, Elias

Magus came in, at the moment when the painter was about

to begin work in Jiis elaborately clean studio.

"How is yourself, old rascal":''' said the painter.

I'ougeres Iiad won tlie Cross; Klias l)ought his pictures

for two or three hundred francs, and gave himself the most

artistic airs.

"Business is bad," replied Elias. "You all are such lords;

you talk of two hundred francs as soon as you have six sous

worth of paint on the canvas.—But you are a very good fel-

low, you are. You are a man of method, and 1 have come

to uring you ii good job."

"Timco Danuos ct dona ferentes," said Fougeres. "Do

you know Latin?"

"No."

"Well, that means that the Greeks did not offer a bit of

good business to the Trojans without making something out

oi it. In those days they used to .^ay, 'Take my horse.'

Nowadays we say, 'Take my trash !'—Well, what do you want,

Ulysses-Lagningeole-Elias-Magus?"

This speeeli shows the degree of swcotness and wit which

Fougeres could put into what painters call studio-chafE.

"1 don't say that you will not have to paint me two pict-

ures for nothing."

"Oh ! oh !"

"I leave it to you ; I do not ask for them. You are an

honest artist."

"Indeed?"

"Well. I am bringing you a father, a mother, and an

only daughter."

".\11 iiniqu(! specimens?"

"My word, yes, indeed !—to have their portraits painted.

The worthy folks, ci'azy about an, have never dared venture

Wi



"The pdrtriiits arc to \)v

may rrivo i..o three i)ictiires.

riEHRK <;RASS0D 353

into a .tiHlio. The daughter will have a hundred thousandfranes on her inarr.age. You ,„av d., well to paint .neh
people. Fanuly portraits f,.r your:elf, who knuu^- "'

i. e.,llo'i I ""m" '""f •
"'"' 5«'-'> "".ster as a man, and

IS ca le< Khas Magus l.roke ofl' to laugh a drv cackle thathornhed the painter. Ur UAi as if he had heard Men!
topheies talking of iiiarriai:e.

-'^'-pnis

five hundred francs apiece; you

l^'liight you are.'-'saul Fougeres .hcerfullv

mo—--'^
you marry the daughter, you' will not forget

. C^r- • \r
""'"^ ^'"''''' ^'''^'^^""

'

"J' ^-'"^ «"• ^'^^'1 to havea hed to u)yself, to get up early, whose life is all laid out—''

g.rl. full of golden lights like a Titian!"
"And what position do these people liohK'"
"Kotired merchants: in love with the arts at the presentmoment; they have a country house at Ville-d-Avrav ind enor Uvelve thousand francs a year."
"What was their busine^^v"
"Bottles."

"Don-t speak that word; I fancy I hear corks bein-^ cutand It sets my teeth on edge." ° '

"Well; am I to bring them?"
"Three portraits; I will send them to the Salon; I mightgo m for portrait-jminting.—All riuht ye^

"

famdv.
"'^ ^'""' '''"'' ^^"^^"^tairs^ tJ 'fetch the Vervelle

To understand exactly what the outcome of such a pro-posal would be on the painter, and the elfect produ ed onh.m by Monsieur and Madame \-ervei:e. graced bv t e .dcM.on of their only dau.l.er. i, ,^ .....:;.,"
i 'la, ta moment a the past life of Pierre Grassou of "pou^ereAs a pupil, he had learned ,o draw of Servin. who w.?- r.garded m the aeadenncal w,„M a< a >r,,.,t ,]r 'Z

He aft^wards worked under Scliinne, ;;i;l;ir tl:^^!™
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til" tlif [)()u<Tfiil and -jilriiilid cilnriiig t!iat charaotcrizes that
iiia>Icr. 'I'lic iiiii>tiT ,u;il lii> discipk's had kept the sccri'ts;

J'icri'c had di-rn\,.rcd iinthinir. Knuii thcnci' Foiigrn's had
gone tu Sniniiicr\ii'ii\".~ >iiidiM tu raiiiiliari/.c hiiii.<i'lf witli

that part ^f an which i~ callid coiiiposiiiiui ; hut coiiiiHisi-

tioii ua> shy and hcM ahmf fruiii hiiu. 'I'hcii hi" had tried
to .<tcal frdiii (iiaiHl aji(l l»n>llii!g the iii\>tcrv of their
lurniiions interior^; the two iiia^ter> hail not aHowcd liiiii

to rul) thim. Fiiiallv, Foiigere> had tini>hed his training un-
der Duval-i.ecanius.

Tlirough all these studio and various transformations,
F<aigere>" ijuiet. sti-adv hahit> ha<l furnished tiiaterials for
mockery in everv studio where he had worked; hut he vwrx-
Mhere disarmed his comrade.- hy his dillideiice and his lamh-
like j.atieiicc and meekness. The masters had no sym])athv
with this worthy lad; masters like hriliiant fellows, eccentric
spirits, farcical and fit'ry, or gloomy and deeply meditative.
promising future talent. Kverythin<r in Foug(~"res proclaimeil
mediocrity, llis nickname of Fougeres—the name of the
painter in the play iiy Ftihrr d'Eijlniiinr—was the pretext
for endless alfront>. hut hy force of circumstances he was
sa(hlled wilji the name of the town "where he first saw the
light."

(irasso,i de Fou>reres majclii'd his name. Plump and
rather short, he had a dull complexion. !)rown eyes, hiack hair,
a thick prominent no-e. a rather wide mouth, and long ears.

His placid, gentle, resigned expression did little to improve"
the.-e feature^ of a face that wa> full of health l)Ut not of
movement. lie could nevei' >iiirer from th(" flow of hlood, the
veliemence of thought, or tlie ,-pirit of comedy hy which a
great artist is to he known. Tiiis youth, horn to he a vir-

tuous citi/^en. had come from his ])r()vincial Iiome to serve
as shop clerk to a color-man. a mitive of Mavenne, dis-

tantly related to the d'Orgenionts. and he had made himself
a painter hy the sheer ohstinacv which is the l)ackhone of tlu"

Breton character. \\'liat he had endured, and the wav in

which he lived during his period of study, t;od alone knows.

tfail
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He suffprod as iinicli as ^rcat luvn suffiT when tticv arf>

hauntf'd hy w.int, ;iii(| hiiiiH'.] ,!,,...,, '\\,' wii,! !...;i^i< |,"v thi-

pack of inferior -;ouls. and the whole army of vaiiitv thirstint,'

for revpn^'e.

As soon as he tlioni:ht himself stromr enough for tliudit

on his own winn^. he took a stmho at the top ..f the Hue des
^[arty^-. and there he lieLMii to wurk. lie first sent in a
pioture in 1S1!). The picture he ..ll'ered the jurv for their
evhihitioji at tlie Lnmre repre.-cnted a. Vilia.i/e We.hlin- a
iahorinns imitation <!' (IreuzeV jiictiuv. It was refused.
When Foufforos hoard tlie fatal sentence, he did not fly into
those furies or fits of epileptic vaiiity to which proud sj)irits
arp liahle. and which sometimes end in a challeiiLre sent to
the Prpsident or the S»>cretary, or in threats of assassination.
F-'ouL'cres calmlv rceive.l his picture hack, wrapped it in a
handkorohief. and hrourrht it homo to his studio pwoarinjr
that he Would vet hecome a L'-reat painter.

He placed the canvas on the easel and went to call on his
old nuister. a man of immense tah^nt—Schinner—a L'entle
and patient artist, whose sucee^ had heen hrilliant in the
last Salon. He liPir^'ed him to con!(> and criticise the re-
jected work. The ^'reat painter left (nervthini: and went.
When poor Fouueres had placed him in front of the paint-
in?. Schinner at the first .i^lance took Fouireres hv the hand:
"You are a capital «.nm<i fe!|,,w: yr)u have a lir^art of pold.

it will not be fair to deceive you. Listen: vou hav k.'pt all*

the promise yon diowed at tli(> studio. \Vli,.n a man has
such stuff as that at the (>nd of liis hrush. mv -ood fellow',
he had better leave his jiaints in Brullmi's shop, and not de-
prive others of the canvas. Ciet home <.arlv. pull on your
cotton nipht-cap. be in bed by nine: and to-m'orrow Tuorn-
inL-- at ten o'clock po to some of'lic(^ and ask for work, and have
done with art."

'•:\Iy pood friend," said FouptTPs. "my juCture is con-
demned already. It is not a vrdict that I want, but the rea-
sons for it."

"Well, then, your tone is gray and cold; you see nature
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tlironph fi rrapo voil : your ilrawinj: is heavy and clumsy;
your (•(niipositiiiii is hnrmncil rrmn (Ifcuzc, who oiilv re-

(IponKvl liis faults liy (|iialilii's wliidi you havp not."

As he pointed (>ul t!ic fniilt- of the [lictiiro. SchinniT saw
in FoiiLTens" face so ih'cp an expression of u^riof that he took

him away to dine, ami tried to comrort him.

\oxt day. hv >eveii in the morniriL'. FouL't'Tes, hefore his

easol, was workiiij: over the condemned canvas: ho warmed
up the color, made the corrections suLru'e-ted hv Sohiniier.

and touched uf) the flL^ures. Then, sick of >ucli patching,',

ho took it to r^lias >[ajrus. Klias Mairus. heinjr a sort of

Dutch-Bclpian-Flpmini:. had three reason~ for heinf; what
ho was—miserly and rich. He had l.itejv come from Bor-

deaux, and was startini: in husiness in I'aris as a pioture-

doalori ho lived on tlio Boulevard Bonne-N'ouvello. Fou-
poros. who trusted to his palette to take him to the haker'-.

bravely ate bread and walnuts, or bread and milk, or bread
and cherries, or bread and cheese, accordin<r to the season.

Elias ^rairus, to whom l'i(>rro offer(>(l liis first lucturo, eved
it for a lomr time, and then i.-'ave him fifteen francs.

"Takin'.: fifteen francs a year and spendin<r a thousand, I

shall ^'•o fast and far." said Fout;ercs, sllli]in^^

Klias Ma^'us jrave a shru.i: and hit his thund) at the thouirht

that lie mii:ht have had the jiicture for five francs. p]vory

mornin;:, for some days. Foii,<:eres went down to the Hue des

Martyrs, lost hims(df in the crowd in the boulevard opposite

Matrus' sho]), and fi.vcd his eyes on his picture—whieii did not
attract the <,'azo of the passers-by. Towards the end of the
week the picture disappeared. Fouireres wandered up the
boulevard towards the ])icture-<leal(T"s shop with an affecta-

tion of amusinj,' himself. The .lew^ was standing in the door-
way.

"Well, you have sold my picture?"

"There it is," said Mairus. 'T am liaving it framed to show
to some num who fancies himself knowin>r in pamiin^^s."

Fougeres did not dare to come alon;.>- the boulevard anv
more. He began a new picture; for two montlis he labored
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at It. foorhrifr liko a inou^v ari.l u.,rkin- like a irallov-slavo
One .'vcnin- lie walkcl nut mi i!„. l„,nl,.vanl: hi< f,"..f ,..,r-
ned hun involuntarily to Ma-u.-- >hu,, ; 1„. ,,,,,1,1 „nwli,.n-
see his picture.

"I have sold your pi, tun-." s.iid thr .l..al.T to th,. arti^
"For how mufh 'r"

"I pot my money l,a,k with a little inten-t. Paint mo
some Flemish inten.,,-^. an Anat-unv le.lure. a landscape-
I will take them of you," said Klias.

Foupei-es could have hu.L-ed Ma;:u- in his arm- he l-.ok.-d
upon hun as a latlicr. He uent home wiih jov in hn heai-t
Then Schuiner. the -reat Schinner. was mistaken! ju thai
va.«t city of Pans there were some hearts that heat in uni.nn
with that of (irassou: his talent was discerned and appre-
ciated I

'
'

The poor fellow, at seven-and-twentv. had thi' artle^^npssj
of a boy of sixteen. Any one else, one of vour distrustful
su.spicious arti.sts. would have n.,!!,.,.,] Kii„> diaholiral e\'
pression, have seen th.- quiver of his heard, the ironical eurl
of his moustache, the action of his >hn„ld.-r.., all hetravin-
the satisfaction of Walter Scotfs .h'sv cheatin- a Chn-tian
I'oupere.^ parad(-d the houl.-vards with a jov that -avc- his face
an expres.sion of pride. 11,- Inokd like a schoolhov pro-
tecting a woman. He m.-t Joseph Hrid.ui. one of his fellow-
students, one of those eccentric men of c^^.mus who an- pre-
destined to friory and disKter. .Joseph Bridan. havin-^ a
few .sous m his pocket, as he expressed it, took Fou-eres to'the
opera, foutreres did not see the hallet. did not lu^r the
music: he was ima.dninp pictures, he was paintinsr.
He left Joseph half-way thniiiLdi th.- ,-venin'"'. and ran

home to mak.. sketches hy lamrdiLdit : h.- inv.'nte.l thirtv pnn-
ures, full of reminiscences, and h.-lieved hims.-lf a -onius
Ne.xt day he houjrht some colors ami canvases of various
sizes: he sj)read .nit some hread and some che.-.,- on },i< tal.le-
he got some water in a jup, and a store of wood for his stove-
then, to use the studio p|i,ase. he p,-i.rir,,| „wav at his paint-
ing; he employed a few models, and Mapus lent him
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('ruporioR. Aftfr tuo montli.s of seclusion, flir Brrtoii had
'i"i-i"'' l'"i"' i'i':'iiv-. 11, . ;i-;i'ii a-kc.i S, liiniuT'- .•i.l\i,v,

with the jiililitioii of .loscph Bridfiu's. The two painttTs
loiiiid thcM- Work.- to 1k" ,1 siTvilc iinitation of Diiicli land-
scapes, ,,( .Meizu's intcr-iors. and the fourth was a version of
Keinlirandt's .\it<i(nniii Icclurr.

"Alwavs iinitatii.iis:" said Seliiiiner. "Ah I Fon^'eres
would find II hard to he ori^Mnal."

'•^oll ..ii-ht to turn votir attcmiuu lo souit'thmg clt,e than
Jiainiiiiu'." Slid I'.ndau.

"To what ;" said Fou;:eres.

''<;o in for literature."

I'Mii-eiv- heiit lii> head a~ sheep do h(>forc rnin. Then he
asked and got some practical advice, touched up his paint-
in;>. and carrii'd them tu KHa-. Klia> gave him twentv-tive
francs for each. At this price Fougeres made nothing! hut,
thanks to his ah.-.teniinii.Mies.-. he lo,-t nothing, lie took .-^onit'

walks to see what hceanie of his jiictures. and had a sin<:ular
hallucination. His works, <o lirnily painted, so neat, asliard
as tm-plate iron, and as :ining as painting on porcelain,
seemed t.) he covered with a fog; they looked (juite like old
masters.

Flias had just gone out ; Fougercs could obtain no in-
formation as to this phenomenon. He thought his eves de-
ceiveil hini.

The painter went home to his studio to make new old
nia-ti'rs. .\fter seven years of constant work, Fougercs was
able to c(^nlpose and paint fairly good pictures. He did as
well as all ihe other artists of the second class. Elias bought
and sohl all the poor ]!reton"s pictures, while he laboriously
earned a hundred louis a year, and did not spend more than
twelve hundred francs.

At the F.xhibition of IS?'). Ix'on de Lora, Schimer. and
Rridau, who all three filled a large space, and were at the
lieail of the new movement in art. took i)ity on their old com-
rade's perseverance and poverty they managed to get a
picture by Fougeres accepted and hung in the great room.
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Tins work, of tlinlliiiu' mliTiv-i, ivcailiii;: Vi^rncron in its
"''•"""•">- 'I'l'l I'liluilr".- .Mi-I;, iiiiiiiiHr ill It- cxccuiiuM. rt'prt'-

M'lltril a \n|,|lL' I, Kin III |,riS(,|l IwiMll;. |!|.. l,„,|^ ,,f 1,1, |„.j„j

>liavf.l. On ,ui.' siilr >I.M,(| a prn-t. mi il,,. ,,|l„.r a voiiiij;
wniari in h,ir>. A lauyrV clnk «a- iva.liii^' an ollicial
''"'""""I- *•" •! ^H-(l.llr,i ,;'l,|r Mr,,,.] a nual wllicll Po (.tl.'

Iiii'l •al-n. 'riic li-lii canir in lliiuii-h tlic bar.- of a hi^li
uiimImu. Ii ua- .nun-l, \n make tlic ^.„u\ folks sIiii<1(1.t. and
llii'V ..liiLldind.

Fou-vivs liad horrowcl (Inertly I'roin (icranl I)o\v"s niau-
"''I'i''''': •" ha.i luni.Ml ih,. -r-Mnp „f ,l„. /)n,ps„:il Wunuin
fo\\an!< the window instead of facinLr tin- -p^riator. II,. had
pni tho <M,iidt'nin.H] j)ri>on,r m the jjlacc of the ilvin<:
wonian--rhr -amo i^allor. i:",' >,'i,:,. look. tli,. sani,- appeal to
heaven. Instead of the Dul.h phvsician. there was the ri^id
otlieuil fitrinv of the dork dn-M.l in hlaek : hut he had adiled
an old woman Uy the >id,. ,,f Ci-ard Dow's younj: pirl. Thf>
cruelly .-:ood-!nini,.re,| face ,,f ih,. ..v.,.uti,)ner Trrnvned tho
pronp. The plairiarism. skilfullv conrealed, was not recoe-
nized. *

The calaloiruc (•i,ntaine(l tlit^sc words:

510. (JiiAssfu- ,„: Foi-ofREs (I'lKKKK). Kno de Xavarin, 2.
The ('houan"s Toilet; eondenuieil to Death, ]8i)!».

Tiiou.irh quite niedioere. tho picture had a prodipious suc-
cess, for it reniinde.l the sjxrtators of tho atfair of the rob-
bers—known as the Clnuiffnirs—ni .Morta-rne. A crowd
c.llected overy day in front of the picture, which became th"
fashion, and Charles X. stoppod to look at it. .Madame, bav-
in;: hoard of the poor l{ret(m"s patient life, prow enthusiastic
about liini. The Due .rOrh'ans asked the price of the paint-
ni-. Tho priots told .Madame the Daupliiness that tho
work was full of pj,)us feelin;:: it had no doubt a very satis-
factory supL^'stion of religion. .Mon>oi.:nour tho Dauphin
admired the dust on the windov,- panes, a stujiid, dull mis-
take, for what Fougores had intended was a greenish tone,
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wlurli spoke (.f .l.niip at tin- buttom cf the walls. Matlumo
l)nii-lii III,. iHriiii,. I,,- ,. i;„,ii>an(l Iran.-, aiul ilu' Dauphin
Kav.' a (•(>tiitin--iM,i f, r ;,,i,,tli(r Cliarlr, X. |„.>t<.w,Ml tin-
Croi^.s (.n this son of a peasant uh,, hi.l fou;,'lit for tiic Uoyal

V""''^*'
'" ''"'••• •' I'l' '"''"I, a LMvai paintor. was not

docoratr.l. Tlio .Min,-t,T ..f tli.. luurwr onlrro.! two sacrod
piotnro^ for the cliiirch at I'nu-rn.-. This Salon was to
I'ierrc (iras-oii f.iitutir. l'Ioi-v. a futuri'. an. I life.

To iincnt in anv kin. I is' to .Ii.. |,v jnrh.-; to copy is to
live. Having' at la-t ,li~.n\,.,v.| a win full .,f ^,,1.1. (Jrassoii
of Fnii;:,-.r..s pra.tiMMl that part „( this harhariiis maxim to
which tho world ow.^s the atnuious me.liocritv whose rluty
if is to oloot its siipeiinr^ in rvorv .la^s of sooietv. hut whirh
natnrnlly elects it>elf. ami wa-.'s pitiless war a;rain-^t all mil
talent. The principle of clectinn nniver.sallv ap'plied is a bad
one: France will -ei .,ver it. .\t the same time. F..uporf's
was su ir, iHle jii,| Ki,i,l that his modesfv. his simplioitvfand
his astonishment -^nenciMJ recriminati<.ns and envv. Then
a«ain, h,. had ..,1 his snle all the succ,.ssful (irassous. repro-
sfntmir all the (Iras-ous to come. Some people, touched by
thi' encr<ry of a man whom nnthinsr had disconraircd. spoke
of Domenichin,,. and -aid. "Hard wnrk in the art"- must bo
reward.'d. (irassou has earned his success. He has been
pc}:<:ln<s at it for ten years, poor old fellow!"'

This exclamation, "poor old fell-.w!" counted for a preat
deal in the support and eon .ratiilations the painter received.
Pity elevates as many sec(.nd-rate talents as envv runs down
^reat artists. The newspapers had not been sparine: of criti-
eism. hut the Chevalier Foii-. res to.,k it all as he took his
friend's advice, with ans^elic patience. Rich now. with fif-
teen thousand francs verv hardiv earned, he furnished his
rooms and his studio in the Hue .le Xavarin. he painted the
picture ordered bv ^ronscii:neur the Dauphin, an.l the two
sacred works commanded hv the Minister, fini ^hinj; them to
the day. with a punctuality perfectly distrr.ctin'^' to the
cashier of the Ministry, accustomed • , .pijte other wavs. But
note the good luck of methodical people ! If he had delayed
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(Jnissnu, overtaken hv the revolution of July, would never
llinr ImcIi [i;ii(l.

Hy tlir tiMie he was seven-an.l-lliirty Fouv'eres hn<\ manu-
faetureil f.,r Klias Ma^riis about two' Inni.lre.l pi, tuns, all
perfectiv unkiinuii. hut hy wlii.li Iw Iim,1 ;,';iin.M| wiili prac-
tice tliat .--ati^factory liiiii.llm^', that pitch of dext-ritv at
wlii.-h an artist <hrii-s his sh..uhi.Ts. and wh.i'h is dear to
the I'hiii-tinc I-'oiipTcs was loved hv his fn,.n,]s fm- his
rectitude of mind and steadfastness of feeling', for his p(«r-
fertly ohli^nn;: temper ,nid loval spirit: thou-ii thrv had no
respect for his palette, they wero attached to the man who
hold it.

"What a pity that Foil,ire res should indulp' in the vice
of paint in;: I" his friends would «ay.

(Jrassou, however, could ,u'i\e sound advice, like the news-
paper writers, who arc incai.ahle of producinir a hook, but
who know full well where a hook i> faultv. Hut there wan
a diffcrcncr hetwe<'n Foui:cres and these I'iterarv critics: he
was keenly alive to every beauty, he aeknowled^'e'd it. and liin
advice was stampi <1 with a .-cn,-e of justice which made his
strictures acceptable.

After the revolution of July Fou.ireres sent in ten or more
pnintin^rs to every exhibition, of which the jurv would ac-
cept four or five. He lived with the strictest econoniv, an.l
bis whole hoiKchobl consisted of a woman to niana-e the
housework. His amusements lay .^olelv in visits ?o his
fri.'nds. and in .joinj,' to see works of art: he treated him-
self to some little tours in France, and dreamed of seein^'
inspiration in Switzerland. This wreichd artist was a
pood citizen: he served in the (luan]. turn..d out for inspec-
tion, and paid his rent and bills with the vul^ran.st ,.unctu-
ality. Havin? lived in hard work and penurv. he ha.i never
had time to be in love. .\ bachelor and poor, up to the p"( sen*
day he had had no wish to complicate his simple ..xistence.

Havin.ir no idea of any way of increasing' his wealth, he
took his savings and his earnin,a;s every quarter to his notary
Curdot. When the notary had a thousand crowns in hanil"
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'"'' "•"'•»J-^n.... with substitution in.nor o „. u, ,. . r,.I,t> if ,1,,. hnrn.w.r should uu.rrv. or inf^vor o tho ..11,.,- ,f ,h,. iK.rrou-,.,- shouh] u.^h to pav it off
lh(. notary .],vw th.. infr-st an,i a.l.l,..! it to th,. sums de-
pos. ... Uy (,,,,..ou ,!.. Knu^^Tos. Th. paint.r look.-.l for-

.I..I (o tlH. happy dav uh.n his i„v,.,i m.nts .houhl ivat-h

>vould n,dul.-o ,n the olium nn„ .li;,nilatr of "an artist andpam piHun -oh! hut such pictures! R.^al pictures, fin-
ished pieturcs-.^onichini: Hke. clippin- stunnin^^! His
fondest hope his dream of joy, the climax of ail his hopes-W""ld yo„ hke to know h? 1, ua> to he elected to tl/e In-

Honor
! 1 o sit hy Schmn.T and Leon de I^ra ! To get intohe Academy before Brulau ! To have a rosette in his C

an tllir '' ".,'"'""' ^^"^^' '^""^ -"""onplace nundcan tiunk ot evervthmi'

On hearin. several footsteps on the stairs. Fou^eres pushed
his finders throu,d, h,s top-laot of hair, buttoned his bottle-green waistcoat, an.l was not a little surprised at the en-
trance of a face of the kind known in the it udio as a melon.ih^ fuut was perched on a pumpkin dressed in blue clothand graced with a dangling bunch of jinglincr seals Themelon snorted like a porpoise, the pumpkin walked on turnins
incorrect V ca led le-'s \ r,...l .rfi t ,

'"^"">n lurnips

I 4. u 1
,""" "<-'' -V real artist would at once have

ketched such a caricature ot the bottle merchant and thenluue shown bun out. saying that be -lid not paint vegetables
Fougeres looked at his customer without laughing, for m'
^orvelle wore in his shirt-front a diamond worth a thou-sand crowns. Fougeres glanced at Magus, and sa.d in thestudm slang of the day, "A fat job," meaning that the worthy

-M. Vervelle heanl it and frowned. He brought in his train
or^, other vegetable combinations in the per;,ns of his wTfo

tone, she looked hke a cocoanut surmounted by a head and
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tightened in with a belt: she twirled round on hor foet ; her
dress was yellow, with bliuk stripes. She proudly ' dis-

played absunl mittens on a pair dl hands as swollen as a
glover's sign. Tlie feathers ..f a lir.-t-ciass fiuu'ral wa-.ed
over a coal-scuttle honnet ; lace frills covered a figure as round
behind as before, tlius the spherical I'oriii of the cocoanut
was perfect. Her feet, which a painter would have termed
hoofs, had a garnisl. of half-an-incli of fat projecting beyond
her patent-leather shoes. How had her feet been got into the
shoes-' Who can tell?

Behind her came a young asparagus shoot, green and yel-
low as to her dress, with a small head covered with hair in "flat

braids of a carroty yellow which a Homan would have adored,
threa(l-j)aper arms, a .airly white but freckled skin, large
innocent eyes, with colorle.-^s lashe.- and faintly marked eye-
brows, a Leghorn straw hat. trimmed with a couple of honest
white satin bows, and bound with whito satin, virtuously red
hands, and feet like ;, r mother's.

These thrc^^ persons, as they looked round the studio, had
a look of beatitude which showed a highly-respectable en-
thusiasm for art.

"And it is you, sir, who are going to take our likenesses?"
said the father, assuming a little dashing air.

"Yes, sir," replied Grassou.

"Vervelle, he has the Cross," said the wife to her hus-
band in a whisper while the painter's back was turned.

"Should 1 have our portraits painted by an artist who was
not 'decorated'?" retorted the bottle-merchant.

Elias Magus bowed to the Vervelle faxuily and went away.
Grassou followed him on to the landing.

"Who but you would have discovered such a set of
phizzes?"

"A hundred thousand francs in settlement !"

"Yes, but what a family
!"

"And three hundred thousand francs in e.\pcctations, a
house in the liue Boucherat, and a country place at Ville
d'Avray."
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^^^^:-Boucherat, bottlos, bun,pkins, and bounce!" sai<l the

^,^:;Vou will bo out of wan, for the re.t of vour day.," said

This idoa fla^hod into Pieric (;r)«,„,-. i ,.
•

.,

ing l.gb, had broken on hs^t v L ?'" 7 ^'
"'"""

mn \\iui 11 -^ >trf)n'i' iini'i, ,• I, 111,.- 'PI
mo. ™ ,„.j .,„„„„ ,„„, „„„, „;_,;::/,;;„, ';,^.J

-
at

,,
l„. ,,ri.para „,ns ; l„ ,!,.,„ Ik- «.™„,1 a g,„l^ Thi. vi ""if

]'A capital fellow all round—Cardot "

"Vy';rcai'i:„^^„;);""-"^—
=• said Vervelle.

'•i)o not move," ^aid the painter.
"Sit still, do, Antenor." said his uif«- '•,. -u , ,

\irginie. exclaimed her mother "flinrn ....
thin"-< -J VMi-n.r I. 1, 1

'""^"'-^' '"L'lc are certain

lre*3&,- -
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mother desired Virpinie to go first; Imt in spite of iht- dis-
tance between tlieni. she lieanl tliese words, of wiii^h llie

meaning must have roused her curiosity:

"Z>pforf5—thirty-seven—iin arti>t who gets commissions,
and phices his money in our notary's hands. We will consult
Cardot. :Madame de Fougeres, heii ! not a l)ail name! He
does not look like a bad fellow! A man of business, you
would say? But so long as a niereliaiit has nut retired from
business, you can never tell what your daughter nuiy coiuo
to; while an artist who saves.—And then we are fondOf art
—Well, well :

"

While the Vervelles were discussing him, Pierre Grassou
was thinking of the A'crvelles. Jle found it impossible to
remain quietly in his studio; he walked up and down the
boulevard, looking at every red-!iaired woman wiio went by!
He argued with himself in the strangest way: Gold was the
most splendid of the metals, yellow stood for gold ; the an-
cient Romans liked red-haired women, and he became a
Roman, and so forth. After lieing married two years, what
does a man care for his wife's cumjilexion ^ Beauty fades

—

but ugliness remains! Money is half of happiness. That
evening, when he went to bed, the T>ainter had already per-
suaded himself that Virginie Verveile was charming.'
When the trio walked in on the day fixed for the second

sitting, the artist received them witii an amiable smile. Tiie
rogue had shaved, had put on a clean while shirt; he had
chosen a becoming pair of trousers, and red slippers with
Turkish toes. The family r(>s[),)nded with a smile as flatter-

ing as the artist's : Virginie turned as red as her hair, dropped
her eyes, and turned aw.iy her head, looking at the studies.

Pierre Grassou thought these litth' affectations quite l)ewitch-

ing. Virginie was graceful; happily, she was like neither
father nor mother. But whom was she like?

"Ah, I see," said he to himself; "the mother has had an eye
to business."

During the sitting there was a war of wits betw(>en the
family and the painter, who was so audacious as to say that
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father Vcrvellc was witty. After thi.- piece ..T (lattery llie

f.-.iiiily t(ink ]Hi. :-c»i(,i! . f thr imiiilrrV heart in (loiibleHjuiek

time; he ^ravc <.ne oi hhs drawings U) X'iryinie, aud a sketch
to her iiiotiiei'.

"For nothing-;-"* \\\v\ a>ked.

Pierre Liras.-nu could not iielp smiling.

••Vou must not give your work.s away like this; they are
moniy," saiil \'crvelle.

At the third sitting old Vervelle spoke of a line collection

of ])ictures he had in his country house at \'ille d'Avrav

—

Rubens, Gerard Dow, Mieris, Terburg, Kendirnndt, a Titian,
Paul P(jtter, etc.

"M. Vervelle has been frightfully eMravagant." said Ma-
dame A'ervclle pompously, "lie has a hundred thousand
francs' worth of pictures."

"I am fond of the arts," said the bottle-morehant.
When Madame Vervelle's portrait was i)cgun. that of her

husband was nearly tinished. The enthusiasm of the family
now knew no bounds. The notary had prai>ed the artist in
the highest terms. Pierre Grassou was in his opinion the
best fellow on earth, one of the -leadiest of arti.-ts. who had
in '"od saved thirty-six thousand francs; his davs of poverty
Were past; he was nuiking ten thousand francs a year, he
was reinvesting his interest, and h, was iiuapai>le of' nuiking
a woman unhappy. This last seuienee was of great weight
in the scale. The friends of the family heard nothing talkwl
of but the celebrated Fougeres.

By the time Fougeres begaii the j)ortrait of Virginie he
was already the son-in-law elect of the Vervelle couple. The
trio expanded in this studi... which they had begun to regard
as a home; there was an iuexplicabl'' attraction to them in

this clea""d, eared-for, neat, artistic sjxit. Abi/ssus abi/ssum,
like to like.

Towards the end of the sitting the stairs were shaken,
the door was flung open, and in came .Fose])h Hridau ; he rode
the whirlwind, his hair was Hying: in he came with his l)road.

deei)ly-seamed face, shot lightning glances all round the
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room, and camo siuldcnly up to (Jraspou, pulling his cf.at

across the ga. -ic rcgir.n, and trying to button it, but in vain,
for tho Inutoi. moid Imd cscapccl from its cloth cover.
"Times are 1 1," he said to Grassou.
"Hah?"
"The duns are at my heels.—Hallo ! are you paintine that

sort of thing?"

'Hold your tongue!"
"To be' sure -"

The Vervelle family, excessively taken aback bv this ap-
parition, turned from the usual red to the cherry scarlet of a
fierce fire.

"It pays," said Joseph. "Have you anv shot in your
locker?"

"Do you want much?"
".\ fi\e hundred franc note. . . . There is a party

after me of the bloodhound kind, who, wlien once they'havo
.«et their teeth, do not let go without having the piece out
What a set

!"

"I will give you a line to my notary "

"What! have vou a notarv?"
''Yes."

"Then that accounts for your still painting cheeks rose-
pmk, only fit for a hair-dres.-^er's doll

!"

Grassou could not help reddening, for Virginie was sitting
to him.

"Paint nature as it is," the great painter went on. "Made-
moiselle is red-haired. Well, is that a deadly sin? Every-
thing is fine in painting. Squeeze me out some cinnaba'r.
warm up those cheeks, give me those little brown freckles!
butter your canvas boldly ! Do you want to do better than
Nature ?"

"Here." said Fougeres, "take my place while I write,"
Vervelle waddled to the writmg-table and spoke in Gras-

sou's ear.

"That interfering muddler will spoil it," said the bottle-
merchant.
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''If he would paint your \'ir^'ini('"s j)<)rtrait, it would be

worth ji tliou.-aml of luiiic,"" nplicd FouLrrrcs indi^'iiaiuly.

On hoa'-in^' this, tlic <,,'oodnian quietly betit a retreat to join

his uifi'. uiiii -,i( licwildcrcd at tho invasion of thin wild

lica.-t, ami imt at all liappv at scoin;,' him 0()-o[)C'ratinf; in luT

dau^jhtcr's pnrirait.

'I'lurv. I arry nut lIio>c hints," said Bridau, returning the

palette, and takin;: the note "I will not thank you.—1 can

get back to I)'Arth;'z's ehatcai; I am painting a dining-

room for him, and Leon de Lora is doing panels over the

door^

—

niastcrpiri cs. Come and see us I"

Tie went off without bowing oven, so .sick was ho of looking

at Virginie.

"Who is thai many"' askeil Madame Vervelle.

''A great artist," replied (lras.^ou.

There was a moment's silence.

"Are you (piiic sure," said Virginie, "that lie has brought

no ill-luck to my jiortrait? . . . lie frightened me."

"He has only improved it." said (Jra.ssou.

'Tf he is a great artist, 1 prefer a great artist like you,"

said Madaini' \'('rvcllc.

"Oh, mamma, ]\Ionsieur Fougeres is a much greater artist.

IIo will take me full length," remarked Virginie.

The ccciiitricities of genius had scared these steadygoing

rhilistines.

The year had now reached that pleasant autumn season

prettily called Saint-Martin's summer. It w;:s with the shy-

ness of a neophyte in the preH'nce of a man of genius that

Vervelle ventured to invite Grassou to spend the f llowing

Sunday at his country house. He knew how little attraction

a bonrtjcois family could offer to an artist.

"You artists," said he, "must have '^xcitement, fine scenes,

and clever company. But 1 can give you sonic good wine,

and I rely on my ])ictures to make up for the dulncss an
artist lik(^ you must fe<'l among tradesfolks."

This worship, which greatly soothed his vanity, delighted

poor Pierre (irassou, who was little used to such compliments.



piEiJin: cHAssou 3rai

This worthy artist, thi> i;:nuiiiini(ius mediocrity, tliis heart

of gold, this loyal soul, this hlundcrinu drauirhtsinaii. this

i)pst of pond ft'llows, displayinu' tin Cross of tin- U'nyal Ordor

of the I.fi:i<)n of Honor, pot liiiiiM'lf up with cart' to po and

onjov tho last (iiic days of llio year at Vilic dWvray. The

painter arrived uiipretcntiou.-ly hy tlic putilic coiivcyiince,

and could not help adiuirinp the hottlc-iiien-hant's handsome

residence placed in the mi(ht of a \r.irk of ahoiu li\e acres,

at the top of the hill, anil the best ])oint of view. To marry

Virpini(» meant owninp this fine house some day I

lie was received hy the Vervelles witii an entliu-iasm, a

delipht, a genuine heartiness, a simple, comnuuiplaee stti-

piilitv that overpowered him. It was a <lay of triumpli. The

future son-in-law was taken to walk alonp the naiikeen-eol-

orcd paths, which had been raked, as was due. foi- a preat

man. The very trees looked as if they had been brushed

and combed, the lawns were mown. The puri' country air

diluted kitchen odors of the most comfortinp cliaraeler.

Everj'thing in the house proclaimed, "We have a great artist

here!" T.ittle father N'ervelle rolled ai)out his paddock like

an apple, the dauphter wrippled after him like an eel. and

the mother followed with great dignity. For seven hours

these three beings never released (irassou.

After a dinner, of which the length matched the splendor.

Monsieur and Madame Verveile came to their grand sur-

prise—the opening of the picture gallery, lighted up by lamps

earefuUv arranged for effect. Three neighbors, all retired

business men. an uncle from whom they had expectations,

invited in honor of the preat artist, an old .\unt Verveile,

and the other guests followed Grassou into the gallery, all

curious to hear his opinion of little Daddy Vervelle's famous

collection, for he overpowered them by the fabulous value of

his pictures. The bottle-merchant seemed to wish to vie with

King Louis-Philippe and the galleries of Versailles.

The pictures, splendidly framed, bore tickets, on which

might be read in black letters on a gold label :

—
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RUBENS

A Dance of Fauns and Nymphs

RK.MHIJAXDT

Interior of a Dissecting-room

Doctor Tramp ,jivi„,j a Lnson to his Pupils

Thore w.ro a Lundrr.! a.,d (ifty pictures, all varnishorl and
<lu.k.(l; a feu- had ^mv,.,, .urtairiH ,.vcr t'lcm, not to k- raisodin tho prosoncc of the voiini,' person

ou^'^rlT' "T-^
":i^'^"ii'"!' ^"-'"s and a ^apin. month, with-out a uord on h,.s l,,,s. as he nro.„,z..d in this ..dlerv half

hus ow„ works: he. H. was Ifuh.,,.. Paul i'ottor, Mieri.Meuu ...rard Dow! He alono was twenty ^reat n^astersi
\\hat IS the matter? vou look j)ale

"

''iJaujrhter, a .u'lass of' water!" ,r,e.I Madame V.Tvelle
he pamter took the old man hy the hutton of his coatand led lum into a eorner, under pretence of exannnin^^ a.MuriJio.—.spani>li pictures were then the fashion

^^^
ou l,ou^r|,t vour pietun.s of Ellas Ma-us!-"- said he.

les. All original works."
'-Betw.H.n ourselves, what did he make vou pav for those

i will point out to you?"
The couple went round the p.llerv. The f^icsts wereamazed at the solemnity with which the artist, following his

host, examined all these masterpieces.
"Three th.nisand francs!" exclaimed Vervelle in an un-

dertone, as he came to tin- last. "But I tell vou fortv thou-
sand Iraiics!

"Fortv thousand francs for a Titian I"' said the artist
aloud: "why. it is dirt-cheap!"
"When I told you I had a hundred thousand crowns' worth

of pictures " exclaimed Vervelle.
"I painted every one of those pictures," said Pierre (Iras-
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sou in his car; "and I dul iini gel iiinic tlian Icii lliousaaJ

francs for the wholo lot."

"I'l-iiM' it." rcplii'il the linulc-iiicrcliaiit. "antl I will double

u\\ daiijxhicr".- Mttlfnn in- . for in that casi' you arc Hubt'ns,

l{cinl)randl, 'rcrl>ui;r. 'I'llianl'"

"Ami Mnt:us is soniclliiii;,' like a pii'turo-dralcr I" added tlio

])Mini( r. who could account for the aiitii|U(' look of the pict-

ures, and the jiractital end of the subjects ordered by tho

dealer.

Kar from fallini: in liis adniiriT's osfimation, M. do Fou-

<rere.-— for so the family insi>ted on eallintr I'i rre (Irassou

—

rose so hiL'li that he painted his family for nothing', ami of

course presented the portraits to his fatlier-in-law, lii.s

mother-in-law. aiu] his wife.

I'ierre (ira-<nu. who never misse< a siuL'Ie exhibition, is

now rcLrarded in tln' !'hilistin(> world as a very j^ood portrait-

painter, lie earn- atioiit twelve thousand francs a year, and

spoil> about live liiimlred frams' worth of canvas. His wife

had -i\ tln'U-and fram> a year on her marriage, and they

live with her parents. The \'ervelles and the (Irassons, wlio

li'et oil perfectly well to^'ether. keep a carriap', and are tho

happiest people on ear*^h. Pierre Orassou moves in a com-

iiKUiplace circle, where he is considered one of tlie i^reatost

artists of the periml. Not a family portrait is ordered be-

tween the Barriere du Trom^ and the Rue dn Temple that is

not the work of this preat paititor, or that costs loss than

five hundred francs. 'I'he irreat reason whv the townsfolk

ernplov this arti-t is this: "Say what you like, he invests

twenty tliousand francs a year tbrouirh his notary."

As (irassou l)eliaved very well in the riots of tho l'3th of

May, he has been promoted to be an otlieer of the IjOirion of

Honor. Tie is major in the N'ational flnard. The Ver-

sailles jrallory was bound to order a battle .^rone of .so worthy
a citizen, who forthwith walked all about Paris to meet his

ohl ponirades and to say with an air of indifference, "The
King has ordered me to paint a battle!"



.\T2 riKUUK CUASSOU

Madame do Fougerirf adori'< her lui.>l)an(l, whom she haa

prest'iik'il Willi two (luldrcii. 'I'lu' iiamtcr, linwcvcr. a ;;()od

fatlur and a -rood husliaiid. I'aniK.t alto^'ftluT p't rid of a

luuintinj: thniiudit : otlicr p,miters luiikc I'un <'f luin; liis iiaiiit!

is a tonii ^f (i>ntciiiiit in ivcry studio; the ncwspapors nt'vcr

notice his works. Still, he works on. ami is makin.i: his way

to the Academy; ho will he admitte<l. And then—a revenge

that swells his heart with pride—he Imys pictures hy famous

artists when they are in dillieiilties. and he i:^ replaeinj: tlie

dauhs at tlu> Ville d'Avray hy real masterpieces—not of his

own painting:.

There are mediocrities more vexatious and more spiteful

than that of Pierre firassou. who is in fact anonymously

benevolent and perfectly obliging.

Paris, December 1839.
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