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NORTH SHORE RAILWAY.

SUPPLEMENTAL EEPOET

ON THE TRAFFIC AND EARNINGS OF THE ROAD.

OFFICE OP THE ENGINEER IN CHIEF,

Quebec, November 1st, 1873.

Mr. President

Inasmuch as the estimate of the probable gross earnings

and net receipts of the North Shore Railway, as contained

in my report, dated April 20th, 1872, was based almost

entirely upon such general facts as had then come to my
knowledge, respecting the natural resources of the country

through which it passes ; and the amount of through

business that would naturally come upon the road, from

its Eastern, Southern and Western connections, I have

thought it advisable to obtain, during the present season,

some data of a more reliable character, respecting the pre-

sent local trade and traific of that portion of the St, Law-

rence Valley, between Quebec and Montreal, as it is now
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carried on by means of Steamers upon the River, and the

branch of the Grand Trunk Railway extending from

Quebec to Richmond, and thence to Montreal.

In order to accomplish this object, Mr. O. E. Pfiradis, of

Quebec, a gentleman of well known integrity, and com-

mercial intelligence, was detailed, quite early in the month

of August last, to devote his entire time to the business of

collecting such facts and statistics as would have a direct

bearing upon this question.

Mr. P. B. Vanasse, of Three Rivers, a gentleman well

known for his intelligence in matters of this kind, has also

devoted a portion of his time to the same object.

The following are the reports received from these gen-

tlemen, from time to time, in the order of their respective

dates.

Quebec, 18th August, 1873.

Sir,

In accordance with instructions received from you on

the 11th instant, with regard to the trade and forwarding

business existing between Quebec and Montreal, and also

the intermediate ports, I beg to submit the following

notes I have taken at different places, during the past

week.

The Richelieu Company have two first class steamers,

the " Quebec " and " Montreal, " running alternately one

in each direction nightly, upon the St. Lawrence River,

between Quebec and Montreal. These Steamers stop

regularly at Batiscan and Three Rivers, on the North

Shore, and at Sorel upon^the South Shore.

This Company also has several smaller class of steamers^

which do a daily coasting business between Three-Rivers
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and Montreal. These are the " Trbis-Hivieres, " "Bei'thier''

and " Terrebonne. "

Freight and passengers are brought to these steamers

from the country which borders the smaller rivers emptying
into the St. Lawrence from the North, such as the Yama-
chiclie, Riviere du Loup, Maskinonge, I'Assomption, &c.,

by means of smaller Steamers, lighters, and also by the

Railway running from Lanoraie to Joliette. All these

rivers command an extensively large back country, and
Joliette, the terminus of the Lanoraie railway, is a very

large commercial entrepot, being surrounded as it is on all

sides by one of the richest growing countries in Caii ^da.

The coasting business between Quebec and Three-

Rivers, is performed by another class of steamers, not

belonging -o the Richelieu Line. These are the " Portneuf,"
" Etoile, " " St Antoine, " " James " and two or three

others.

The notes taken during the past week apply entirely to

the steamers of the Richelieu Line.

I left Quebec Monday last for Montreal per Steamer
" Montreal," and the following are the number of passen-

gers and quantity of freight landed, and taken at the dif-

ferent ports, viz : at Bafiscan, 55 pass, landed, 20 pass,

came on board, 1 5 men's load landed, and about 12 were

put on board.

At Three Rivers (same trip), 80 pass, landed, 55 came on

board, 155 men's load landed, and took 45 loads.

Sorel, 12th August, 1873.

Arrived from Montreal, per Steamer " Montreal," at 11

P. M. 45 passengers landed, 30 wont on board, 76 men's

load landed, and 65 loads taken on board. The same night

the Steamer " Quebec," from Quebec, landed 40 passen-

gers, took 47, landed 50 loads, and took 80.

Sorel, 13th August, 1873.

Steamer " Quebec," from Montreal, lOJ P. M., landed

75 passengers, took 85, landed 80 men's load and took 100,

There were about six car loads of freight on the boat.
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Sorel, 13th August, 1873.

Steamer " Montreal," from Quebec, landed 42 passen-

gers, took 28 and about 2 car loads landed and taken on
board.

Sorel, 13th August, 1873.

Steamer " Trois-Eivieres," from Three Rivers, had about

200 passengers from the North shore, and about 3 car loads

of freight.

Sorel, 13th August, 1873.

Crossed over to Berthier, per Steamer " La Mouche ''

ferry boat. About 30 passengers going and coming and
2 cart loads of freight.

Berthier, 14th August, 1873.

About 15 pass, came over from Sorel, and 30 pass, went
back. No freight either way.

Berthier, 14th August, 1873.

The Str. " Berthier," from Montreal, at 8 V. M., with

about 76 passengers and 3 car loads of freight.

On board Str. " Berthier," 15th August, 1873

Left for Montreal at 6 A. M., stopped at Lanoraie, Laval-

trie, St. Sulpice and Repentigny. At each of these places

we took passengers and freight. The number of passen-

gers were 65 first, and 102 second clasb. One cattle-car

load and 4 car loads of general freight. Judging from

what both the Captain and purser told me, on market

days, there would be about 5 cattle-car loads : and double

the above quantity of general freight.

Terrebonne, 15th August, 1873.

One hundred and eight passengers came on board the

Steamer *' Terrebonne " which left Montreal at 4 P. M.
20 passengers left at Boucherville, South side, 22 at Va-

renne South side, 40 at Bout de I'lsle, 24 at Lachenaie,

and 2 at Terrebonne. About one car load of freight for

Bout de risle and Lachenaye. Owing to the shallowne.ss

of the water in the river Assumption, which empties at
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Bout de risle, all the people of the town of Assumption and
the line back country, are obliged to come to Bout de I'lsle.

Terrebonne, 16th August, 1873.

Took 20 passengers on board the Steamer " Terrebonne "

from Terrebonne and Lachenaie, 22 at Bout de I'lsle and
no freight 26 passengers at Varenne and 15 at Boucher-

ville, all bound for Montreal. No freight.

Montreal, 16th August, 1873.

Left for Quebec per Steamer " Montreal. " About 800 pas.

sengers on board and 5 car loads of freight. 130 passengers

landed at Sorel, 30 came on board and | car load of freight

landed, and none taken. 30 passengers landed at Three

Rivers, 15 came on board and car load of freight landed.

Very little freight was taken on board.

Mr. Cuthbert, of Berthier, telis me that, there is very

little business done between Sorel and Berthier, during

the summer. But once the North Shore Railway is built,

he has no doabt it will induce a great number of the

South Shore people to come over during the winter months,

when they will see the markets of Quebec and Montreal

opened for their produce. The freight business done at

Berthier during the summer months, is done direct to

Montreal and Quebec by river crafts. Berthier seems to

me, to be far ahead of Sorel for business. The line of the

North Shore Railway passes within one mile of the town.

The whole humbly submitted,

0. E. PARADIS.

Quebec, 22nd August, 1873.

Dear Sir,

In accordance with instructions received from you, on
the 20th instant, with regard to the trade and forwarding

business existing between Quebec and Port-Neuf, thirty-

six miles above the City of Quebec, on the North Shore of

the St. Lawrence Ri\er. Before proceeding to Port-Neuf,
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I went on board the Steamer '• Montreal," on the 20th

instant, when she was ready to leave for Montreal on her

daily trip. She had one hundred and fifty first class pas-

sengers, and sixty of second class, and about three or four

car loads of freight on board, but it was remarked to be a

small trip.

From thence, I went to Port-Neuf by land and, as I was
trayelling quietly in regarding such a beautiful country,

my attention was attracted, at Pointe-aux-Trembles, by the

old ship-yard of the late Mr. Dubord, where they generally

built two or three ships yearly, there are also some very

large Flour Mills in the village.

Then came the Jacques-Cartier Kiver, one of the finest

water powers in Lower Canada. A large saw mill built

at the mouth of the river, and belonging to Mr. Sewell, of

Quebec, and a little further up the river, you see the splen-

did new paper factory belonging to, and worked by Mr,

Webb.

On my arrival at Port-Neuf, I visited the establishments

of that village. There are two Saw Mills, one Flour Mill,

one Card Mill, one Nail Factory and three Paper Mills, all

doing a very larg^ business.

On the 22nd instant, I took the Steamer Port-Neuf for

Quebec, at six o'clock A M. She was then just arriving

from St. Jean a Parish above Port-Neuf, she had then

forty-five (45,) passengers on board for Quebec.

50 passengers got on board at Portneuf for

Quebec.

6 passengers got on board at Platon for Quebec.

83 passengers got on board at Cap Sante for

Quebec.

49 passengers got on board at Pointe-aux-Trem-

bles for Quebec.

Total 183 passengers with a heavy freight for

Quebec Market.
the
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ofthe farmers, living

prefer, and do com

trips to Quebec ; they make only two or three trips a week

;

whereas, if the Railway was constructed and in operation,

Quebec would have a market every day in the week
instead of only two wee The farmers have abundance
of produce of all hinc i-.he c aly draw-back to the country

is the lack of first cla. ^^'f^ ^^ortation. I have seen many
>ij I to 30 miles from Quebec, who
.larket in their own carts, bringing

their marketables witn them, rather than await for an inde-

finite time, for the boats and tide.

To-day, the 22nd instant, at four o'clock P. M., I went
on board the Steamer " Montreal," when she was ready to

start for Montreal on her daily trij). She had on board over

three hundred first class passengers and one hundred ai:

'

twenty-five second class passengers, with a good freight

load.

Respectfully submitted,

r. B. VANASSE,

St. Lawrence Hall,

Montreal, 2oth Aug. 1873.

Sir,

This you will find a continuation of a journal, of

which I inade you a report, this day last week.

I left Quebec on the 18th inst. per Steamer *' Montreal

"

for Three Rivers, situate 90 miles up the St, Lawrence,

and where I arrived at about 11 P. M. the same day.

There were on board about 400 passengers of which 290

were 1st class, and 110 w^ere 2nd class. I think the quan-

tity of freight was equal to 13 car loads, including one

cattle car load.

At Batiscan 70 miles above Quebec, we landed only 3

passengers, but received 94 new ones. Very little freight

was landed, and about 18 men loads taken on board.
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"We arrived at Three Rivers at 10 P. M. and landed 56

passengers, 40 passengers came on board. There was about

one car load landed of all kinds of merchandise, and half

a car load taken on board.

Three Rivers, 19th Aug., 1873.

According to instructions, I left Three Rivers by the

down Steamer " Quebec " from Montreal to Quebec, and

landed at Batiscan at half past three o'clock, the same
morning. The number of passengers that landed were 38,

and 54 went on board. Two car loads were landed, and
about I car load taken on board.

During my stay at Batiscan, I took the opportunity of

visiting the fine village of St. Anne, six miles further down
the River St. Lawrence.

St. Anne is a very large village, and a very thriving

place of bnsiness. It possesses one or two manufactures

and a few saw mills about one mile up the river St. Anne,

at the mouth of which the village is built. The Messrs.

Price, of Quebec, have, I am told, one or two. The only

port the merchants of that locality have, is Batiscan. In

very early spring a small steamboat may make 2 or 3 trips.

Batiscan is much more of a business place, it being a

most central place to furnish supplies to the many Lumber
Establishments on the rivers St. Anne, Batiscan and Cham-
plain. Batiscan trades also very extensively with some
Parishes on the South Shore, such as St. Pierre les Becquets,

St. Jean Deschaillons, &c., &:c.

Batiscan, 19th August, 1873.

At half past eight P. M., I took the Steamer " Quebec, "

from Quebec to Montreal, at which last place I arrived

next morning. There were not more than 2 car loads of

freight on board, 150 passengers 1st class and 73, 2nd class.

Ten passengers landed, and 20 new passengers came on

board. Very little freight either way
At Three Rivers, the same night, 45 passengers lauded,

and 42 came on board, about } car load landed and very
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little taken on board. "We arrived next morning at Mon-

treal, at 9J A. M., on account of the fog.

Montreal, 21st August, 1873.

On board Str. " Berthier."

Not having made a down trip in that boat yet, I thought

best to go down, and was well satisfied with the trip. This

Steamer runs between Montreal and Berthier, a very fine

and wealthy village, 45 miles below Montreal and situate

on the North Shore of the St. Lawrence. The line of the

North Shore Railway passes within one mile of this village.

The Steamer " Berthier " stops at 4 intermediate ports.

The first going down is Repentigny . There being no wharf,

very little business is done at that port. The second is St.

Sulpice, a very rich village, but it serves more of a port for

Repentigny, a few miles west of it, where Messrs. Gushing

have a very extensive steam saw mill ; and L'Assomption,

lying about 4 miles North of it

L'Assomption is quite a large town, and judging from

the number of large stores with iron shutters, must have

done, formerly, a very flourishing business. The line of the

North Shore Railway passes at its door, and when built,

will no doubt, bring her back some of her old commercial

prestige.

There is a very large lumber business done on the

River Assomption, on the borders of which the town is

built. The Assomption Lumber Company, have built a

very large Steam saw mill at the mouth of the River ; it is

better known as Mr. Popes mill, under whose able mana-

gement it is. They cut about 600 logs per day. The deals

manufactured are all shipped for the Quebec market, and

the smaller lumber is shipped to Montreal, and the United

States.

Next, or third stopping place, is Lavaltrie, a very

favourite resort for Tourists ; there being one of the finest

Saline Springs, about IJ mile from the village.

Then comes Lanorai«, the 4th, but not the least impor-
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tant stopping place, about 12 miles before arriving at

Berthier. This place is the natural port for Joliette, a

largely coitimercial town situate about 15 miles North of

Lanoraie. Both places are connected by a line of railway

of a very primitive style ; but still sufficiently good to

give a great impulse to the trade of Joliette or I'lndustrie.

I intend going there this week ; and will report about its

saw mills, manufactures and commerce generally. When
we left Montreal at 3 P. M. we were 70 passengers Ist

class, 112, 2nd class, and had about 10 car loads of freight.

10 passengers landed with near 3 car loads of freight for

Repentigny and St. Sulpice, but chiefly for I'Assomption.

3 passengers came on board, no freight.

At Lavaltrie, 2 passengers landed with very little freight,

nothing came on board.

At Lanoraie, 65 passengers landed with 4 car loads of

freight, 8 passengers came on board, very little freight.

The balance of passengers and freight were landed at

Berthier.

There being so much freight to land, we arrived at 10|

at Berthier, instead of 8 P. M. I took the ferry the same
night for Sorel, in order to be in Montreal next day, but

could not get the '* Trois-Rivieres.
"

Montreal, 22nd Aug., 1873.

Saw the " Terrebonne " leaving for Terrebonne and
the " Quebec " for Quebec.

The " Three Rivers " left at 2 P. M. with 75 passengers

1st class, 150 2nd class and about 12 car loads of freight.

(This information I got from a friend who was on board.)

The Terrebonne left at 4 P. M. with 50 1st class, 93, 2nd
class, and about ^ car load of freight,

The Steamer " Quebec " sailed at one quarter to eight

P. M. She had about 310, 1st class, 90, 2nd class and about

16 car loads of freight.

On the 23d I left Montreal, and went and passed the

Sunday at St. Hyacinthe, returning this morning at 9J.
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My present intention is to go to Three Rivers to-morrow

at 2 P. M. per Steamer ' Trois-Rivieres, " and to return to

Montreal by land, after visiting the principal commercial

places so as to report correctly as to the amount of business

carried on aid of what kind.

Yours very respectfully, «

O. E. PARADIS.

Quebec, 26th August, 1873.

Deab Sir,

I left Quebec by Steamer *' Quebec," Saturday,

the 23rd instant, at four o'clock P. M., for Three Rivers.

I found on board the said Steamer, two hundred and
forty first class passengers and one hundred and fifty-five

second class.

The numbers of passengers that landed at Batiscan were
26, and 53 went on board ; about 3 cars loads were landed

and one car load taken.

At Three Rivers, 34 passengers were landed and 57 went
on board, and about two car loads were landed, and two-

car loads taken on board.

On Sunday, the 26th instant, the Steamer " Three Rivers
"

left Three Rivers for Montreal, with one hundred and fifty-

four passengers and a very good load of freight.

On the 25th instant, the Steamer " Montreal, " from

Quebec, arrived at Three Rivers at 10 P. M., with about

five hundred passengers and a very full load of freight.

She landed 27 passengers and took on board one hundred

and fourteen passengers for Montreal.

At one A. M., the Steamer " Quebec," from Montreal,

arrived at Three Rivers. 69 passengers landed and 38

passengers went on board. I remarked that she was over

crowded with passengers, there were no berth to be had,

and she was also very much loaded with freight on her

arrival in Quebec this morning.

Your respectfally,

P. B. VANASSE.

Cli



MR. PABADIS STATEMENT. 13

Quebec, 27th August, 1873.

Dear Sir,

The Steamer " Montreal " left her wharf this

afternoon, at four P. M., with about two hundred and

seventy-five first class passengers, and about three hundred

and fifty emigrants, also with a full cargo of freight for

Montreal.

Your respectfully,

P. B. VANASSE.

Quebec, 15th Sept., 1873.

Sir,

On the 26th August last , I left Montreal per Steamer
^' Trois-Rivieres " for Three Rivers where I arrived next

morning. We were about 50 1st class passengers and 150

second class. The freight amounted to about 10 car loads.

This boat stops at seven places, viz : Sorel on the South

shore, Maskinonge, Riviere du Loup, Yamachiche, on the

North shore, Port St. Francis South shore, Three Rivers, on

North shore, and once a week at Champlain, below Three

Rivers. The first place we stopped at, was Sorel, on the

South shore, at which place we landed 12 passengers, and

very little freight. From there our next stopping place

was at the mouth of River Maskinonge North shore. That

place is the business port for St. Barthelemi and Maski-

nouge, where there is a large steam saw-miil, grist-mill,

card-mill, &c., &c. Mr Little, the proprietor of the saw-

mill, is obliged, except in the early Spring, to float down
his deals, losing thereby on the price ofthem, as bright deals

always bring a better price.

St. Barthelemi is also a very thriving village, and espe-

cially a great thoroughfare for the inhabitants of the thick-

ly settled back country, bringing their produce to the

borders of Lake St. Peter, at the mouth of the Maskinonge

River. All the merchants in those localities are unanimous
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to make some kind of opposition to the Richelieu Company,
of whom they complain very much.

Our third stopping place was Riviere-du-Loup. This is

a very large and prospering village. It possesses a very

large steam saw-mill, 2 foundries and some woollen fac-

tories. Six miles North of this place is the village of St.

Leon, celebrated for its mineral waters. This year espe-

cially, it has been the favourite resort of American Tourists,

Captain Duval, of the " Trois-Rivieres, " told me he had

taken at least 100 or 150 Americans each trip. A good
many travellers prefer going to Three Rivers by boat, and
then by land to St. Leon, as the landing at Riviere-du-Loup

is not always pleasant. At these two last ports, we landed

about 100 passengers and one car load of freight. The
boat remains all night at anchor, off the mouth of Riviere-

du-Loup. Next morning our first port was Yanachiche,

where we landed 3 passengers and about half a oar load

6f freight.

The next place we stopped at was Port St. Francis, on

the South shore. There we landed 42 passengers and 4 or

5 car loads of freight for Nicolet, possessing 4 steam saw-

mills, one of the finest Colleges in the country, a Nunnery,

&c., &c. There is a ferry between Three Rivers and St.

Francis. An hour after leaving port we arrived at Three

Rivers, at half-past ten A. M., landing about 4 car loads of

freight and 60 passengers.

At Three Rivers I received your telegram ordering me
down to Quebec. While waiting for the down boat, I

strolled on the wharf of the Richelieu Company and was
there at the arrival of the " Montreal " from Quebec, at

half-past eleven. 50 passengers landed and 57 went on

board. .' ^out one car load of freight was landed and half

of one takan on board. There were 250 or 300 steerage

passengers. The first class passeng-ers were nearly all in

bed. There must have been 18 or 20 car loads of freight,

but i of it was luggage belonging to the Norwegian

emigrants.
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Three Rivers, 28th August, 1873.

Steamer " Quebec," from Montreal, arrived at 2 A. M.
Thirty-seven passengere landed, and 28 went on board.

Two car loads of freight landed, and one taken on board.

First class passengers mostly all in bed; I counted 62

steerage passengers.

Quebec, 28th August, 1873.

Pursuant to orders, I left Quebec the same day for Mon-
treal per Steamer "Quebec." "We wero 550 or 600 pas-

sengers first class and about 100 second class. Freight,

15 car loads and any amount of luggage. Most of the pas-

sengers were bound for Montreal. A few landed at Batis-

can and 15 came on board, very little freight either way.

Montreal, 29th August, 1873.

Arrived here at 9 A. M., and took the Steamer " Terre-

bonne " in the afternoon, for Bout de I'lsle, to join Mr.

Pranishnikoff's party, whom I found at St. Paul I'Ermite,

I remained with the party, acting as commissary, till we
reached Hochelaga on the 5th instant. Thinking, I could

take a couple days leave, I went to Montreal and took the

Steamer " Chambly " for Lanoraie, taking the cars at this

last named place for Jolliette, where I arrived at 11 o'clock

the same night. "We were about 55 passengers 1st class and

100 steerage passengers. Twenty-seven landed at Vercheres

South Shore, very little freight. The total quantity of

freight on board was about 5 car loads. Sixty to seventy

passengers took the train at Lanoraie (our next stopping

place) for JoMiette, but very little freight. The balance of

passengers and freight, were for Sorel and up the river

Richelieu to Chambly.

The track on the Jolliette road appeared to me to be in

as good order as that of any part of the G-rand Trunk

Railway. The next morning I visited the town, and it

being a market day there was quite a lively stir. There

are 3 or 4 saw mills, 2 large grist mills, and one foundry.
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not mentionitig smaller establishments. There is any

amount of water power on that part of the river Assomp-

tion which skirts the town. Joliette is the market town

for 10 or 12 Parishes situate all round her, and where the

inhabitants of these parishes sell all their produce, cheaper

than they would if they had the advantage of easy access

to the larger markets of either Montreal or Quebec. I was
told nevertheless by a produce merchant of the place, that

he begins to find that a good many of them go to Berthier.

The same day I left at eleven o'clock A. M. and drove

all the way by land to Montreal, where I arrived at 9

o'clock P. M. All that section of the country is very rich

and thickly populated. And I have no doubt that, when
the North Shore Railway is built, though adding mate-

rially to the prosperity of the country, it will also prove a

financial success.

The v^hole humblv submitted,

O. E. PARADIS.

Quebec, 1st October, 1873.

»SlK,

According to orders received from you, I devoted

my time since the 1.5th ultimo, to sec the number of trains

(passengers and freight) that leave and arrive daily at the

Grrand Trunk Railway depot. Point Levi, going and coming

from the west, and report the number and description of

cars, also number of pasKengers, as accurately as possible.

During the same time I was to attend at the departures

and arrivals of the Richelieu Company's Steamers and re-

port about freight and passengers.

The 15th ultimo, in the afternoon, I attended the de-

parture of the Steamer " M ontreal " for Montreal, She had
778 first class passengers and 158 steerage. Her freight

amounted to 12 car loads, besides 2 car loads of cattle.

At 3 o'clock P. M., the same day, I went over to Point
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Levi, to see the Montreal train start for Montreal. The
train consisted of 2 Pullman, 4 first class, 4 second class, 2

baggage and 1 box cars. The number of passengers were
197 first class and 195 second class,

Tuesday, 16th September, 1873. .

This morning, I went over to Point Levi to see the

morning trains leave and arrive. I should here mention

the number of trains that leave and arrive at the depot of

the Grand Trunk Railway, m Point Levi. At 8.30 A. M.
thi^ Hichmond train going west, is the first morning train.

It is a local train, stopping at all the way stations ; it con-

sists generally, of ] first class, 1 baggage and on an average

10 to 12 freight cars. At about the same time there are

two other trains that leave for River du Loup, down the

River (one passenger and one freight train), and return at

5 P. M; same day. Of these two trains I will have nothing

to say, as my instructions are only for the up River

business. At 9 A. M. the down train from Montreal ar-

rives and leaves again the same evening at 8.30, for Mon-
treal. The Richmond train returns to Point Levi depot

every day at 4.30 P. M.
From about loth Juno to 15th September, there is an

Express train that leaves Point Levi for Montreal, at 1.30

P. M., and a similar one that leaves Montreal for Point

Levi, at 8 A. M.

On Tuesday morning, 16th ultimo, the boat from Mon-
treal arrived with 218 passengers and 7 car loads of freight.

That same morning, the Richmond train consisted of 1 first

class car, 1 baggage, 8 box or freight and 2 cattle cars.

Passengers, 42. At 9 A. M., same morning, the Montreal

down train arrived. It was composed of 2 Pullman, 1 first

class, 2 second class and 2 baggage cars. Number of

passengers, 175.

In the afternoon, between 4 and 5 o'clock, the Steamer
" Quebec" left for Montreal, with 389 first class passengers

and 75 steerage. The freight, I should think, amounted to
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12 car loads and 2 car loads of cattle. At 8.30, the same

evening-, the train lor Montreal was compose*^ Pull-

man, 5 first class, 4 second class, 3 baggage ..^ 4 box

cars. There were 196 first class and 241 second class

passengers.

Wednesday, 17th Sept., 1873.

Steamer " Montreal " from Montreal arrived at 7 o'clock

A. M. could not ascertain the number of passengers. Had
6 car loads of freight. The Richmond train going west,

left at the usual hour and was composed of 1 first class

and 10 freight cars. There were 22 passengers.

The train from Montreal arriving at 9 A. M., consisted of

1 Pullman, 2 first class, 2 second class and 3 baggage c'ars.

Number of passengers 148. At 4 o'clock in the afternoon

the steamer " Montreal " sailed for Montreal with 250 first

class and 75 steerage passengers. Freight, 9 car loads. In

the evening at 8.30 the train for Montreal left with 1

Pullman, 3 first class, 4 second class and 3 baggage cars.

Passengers 356.

Thursday, 18th Sept. 1873.

The boat iVom Montreal arrived with 192 passengers

and 15 car loads of freight. The Richmond train going

west, was composed of 1 first class and 10 freight cars.

Number of passengers 36. The Montreal train arrived that

morning at 10 o'clock. There were 220 passengers and the

train was composed of 1 Pullman, 4 first class, 2 second

class and 3 baggage cars. The Steamer " Quebec " sailed

for Montreal that afternoon with 312 first class and 63

steerage passengers. Freight, 7 car loads. The train for

Montreal that evening was composed of 1 Pullman, 4 first

class, 2 second class and 3 baggage cars. Number of pas-

sengers 278.

Friday, 19th Sept., 1873.

The Montreal boat arrived with 152 passengers, and 8 car

loads of freight. That morning the Richmond train going

west, was composed of 1 first class 11 freight and 2 plat-
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form cars. Passeiijjers, 23. The Montreal train arrived at

the usual time. It wa« composed of 1 Pullman, 3 hist

class, 2 second class, 3 baggage and 1 box cars. Number of

passengers 85. That afternoon the Steamer " Montreal "

sailed with 215 first class passengers and 43 steerage.

Freight 7 car loads. The Montreal train going west that

evening, was composed of 1 Pullman, 4 first class, 2 second

class, 2 baggage and 2 box cars. First class passengers

152 and 75 second class.

Saturday, 20th Sept., 1873.

The boat from Montreal arrived that morning with 212

passengers and 1 car loads of freight. The train going

west to Richmond was composed of 1 iirst class and 11

freight cars. Number of passengers 40. The train down
from Montreal, consisted of 2 Pullman. 4 first class, 3

second class and 6 baggage cars. Number of passengers

210 first class, and 90 second class. The same afternoon

the Steamer " Quebec "' for Montreal, sailed with 175 first

class and 40 steerage passengers 5 car loads Freight. The
Montreal train going west that evening, consisted of 1

Pullman, 3 first class, 2 second class and 3 baggage cars.

Number of passengers were 98 first class, and 75 second

class.

Sunday morning, 21st Sept., 1873.

Steamer " Montreal " arrived from Montreal with 173

first class and 42 steerage passengers. The train the same

morning from Montreal, arrived with 89 first class and 48

second class passengers.

Monday, 22nd Sept., 1873.

No boat from Montreal this morning. The Richmond

train going west was composed of 1 first class and 11

freight cars. 23 passengers. No train from Montreal.

Steamer " Montreal " sailed for Montreal with 110 first

class and 35 steerage passengers. Freight 11 car loads.

The train for Montreal that icft this evening, was com-

posed of 1 Pullman, 2 first class, 3 second class and 4 box
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jind bai^ffage cars. The passenyors numbored 75 first class

and 100 second class. The same evening the Emigrants

arrived per Steamer " Circassian " leit for Montreal by

special train. It was composed of 9 box or baggage and 8

emigrant cars. There were about 450 passengers.

Tuesday, 23rd Sept., 1873.

The boat from Montreal arrived this morning, with 205

passengers, and 5 car loads of freight. The Uichmond train

going west was composed of 1 first class and 11 freight

cars. The number of passengers wei*c 2'). The train from

Montreal arrived this morning, was composed of 2

Pullman, 3 iirst class, 2 second class and 4 ))oxand baggage

cars. 175 passengers. The Steamer •' Quebec " going to

Montreal this afternoon, carried 172 lirst class and 40

steerage passengers. 1^'reight, i) car loads. In the evening

the train going to ^Montreal was composed of 3 Pullman,

4 first class, 2 second class au'T 4 baggage cars. Passengers,

175 first class and G3 second- class.

Wednesday, 24th Sept., 1873.

The Montreal boat arrived with 109 passengers and 6

car loads of freight. This moriiiiig, the Pichmond train

going west was conii)osed of 1 lirst class. 10 freight and

1 platform cars. Number of passengers 40. The train from

Montreal arrived this morning was composed of 3 Pull-

man, 2 first class, 2 second class and 5 box and baggr.ge

cars. Number of passengers 205. In the afternoon the

Steamer " Montreal " sailed at 4 P. M. v ith 210 first class

and 45 steerage passengers. Amount of freight, 5 car loads.

The night train that left the Point Levi depot the same

evening was composed of 2 Pullman, 3 first class, 2 second

and 3 baggage cars. Number of passengers were 142 first

class and 76 second class.

Thursday, 25th Sept., 1873.

That morning, the boat from Montreal arrived with 159

passengers, 15 car loads of i'night uud 3 cattle car loads.
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The 8.30 train for Richmond was composed of 1 Jirst class

and 13 freight cars. Number of passengers, 26. The train

from Montreal arrived that morning, with 1 Pullman, 2

first class, 2 second class and 3 brggage cars. Number of

passengers 112. In the afternoon the Steamer " Quebec "

sailed for Montreal with 208 first class, and 36 steerage

passengers. She had 11 car loads of freight. At 8.80 the

same evening the train that left for Montreal, was com-
posed of 1 Pullman, 2 first class, 8 second class and 4 box
and baggage cars. 66 first class, and 42 second class

passengers. /

Friday, 26th Sept., 1873.

The Steamer " Montreal " arrived this morning with

231 passengers and 11 car loads of freight. The Richmond
train going west was composed of 1 first class and 12

freight cars. Passengers 22. The train from Montreal

that arrived, was composed of 2 Pullman, 1 first class, 3

second class and 3 baggage cars. Number of passengers,

113. In the afternoon the steamer " Montreal " sailed

with 216 first class and 42 steerage passengers. The freight

amounted to 9 car loads. Montreal evening express

going west had usual number of cars, and 79 first class

and 63 second class passengers.

Saturday, 27th Sept., 1873.

This morning the boat from Montreal arrived with 216

passengers and 13 car loads of freight. The Richmond

train was composed of 1 first class, 1 second class, 10 freight

and 1 cattle car. There were 36 first class passengers and

45 Emigrants who arrived this morning, per Steamer " Co-

rinthian. " The Montreal train arrived at the usual hour.

It was composed of 2 Pullman, 1 first class, 1 second class,

1 box and 4 baggage cars. Number of passengers, 136. The

Steamer " Quebec," for Montreal sailed with 89 first class

and 26 steerage passengers. She had 4 car loads of freight.

Montreal evening express going west had usual number

of cars, and 83 first class, and 57 second class passengers.
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During the intervals, between the departures and arrivals

of trains at Point Levi, and the same for the Eichelieu

Company's steamers, I attended to the small coasting or

market steamboats, running between Quebec and Three

Rivers. These boats are, viz : the '' St. Antoine " " Etoile
''

and " Portneuf. " Their stopping places, after leaving

Quebec are, viz : Pointe aux Trembles, a large and rich

village about 21 miles above Quebec. A Mr. Angers a

very successful ship builder, has always two to three ships

on the stocks and giving thereby employment to a great

number of people. There are also some few other factories,

which I do not remember. The line of the North Shore

Railway passes about 2J miles north of the village.

The next stopping place is Cap-Sante, 8 miles further

up the river. It is a thriving village and a favourite resort

for tourists, and for a great number of families who spend

the summer months there.

Portneuf village, at the mouth of the river of the same
name, should almost be called a small town. It is the third^

stopping place. Portneuf is well known for its numerous
paper mills : it possesses also, two large saw-mills and one

grist mill. The line passes about 1| mile north of the

village. Besides the supply of saw logs required for the

saw mills of the place, there is a large lumber business

•carried on by other different parties.

Next comes Deschambault, where they stop at two dif-

ferent places. This village, though not a very commercial

one, is reputed for the fertility of its soil and the good
quality of its grain crops. The North Shore Railway line

passes about two miles north of the village and at about

2J north of the line where is situated St. Albans, known
all over the country for its rich stone quarries.

The last place where these small boats stop, on the North

Shore of the St. Lawrence river, is Chondines. This village,

though small, is reputed as wealthy. But its principal

merits, I think, are, of being one of the best shooting
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grounds of the upper St. Lawrence and a favourite place

for sportsmen.

These boats touch also at different places on the South

Shore. They make 2 trips each way a week ; but as they

can leave only at near high water, on account of the

wharves not being built to deep water, they prove a great

inconvenience to the habitants, and the North Shore Rail-

way must eventually cut off a good deal of their traffic.

In the spring and fall months, they each carry (according

to the best information), 12 or 15 car loads of freight, up and

down. The number of passengers are on an average, 95.

During summer months, the freight averages, 6 to 6 car

loads.

This concludes my report, according with the instruct-

ions I received from you on the 15th ultimo, and hoping it

will meet with your approval,

I remain. Sir,

Your obedient servant,

O. E. PARADIS.

To Oen. SILAS SEYMOUR,
Engineer in Chief,

N. S. Railway.



I.

SUMMARY OF FOREaOING STATEMENTS.

It will be observed, that much the largest portion of the

above statistics, so far as they relate to the through business

between Quebec and Montreal, were obtained after the

15th of September, when the pressure of the summer or

pleasure travel was well nigh over for the season. So

much so, in fact, that the daily passenger trains upon the

Grand Trunk Railway line, between Quebec and Montreal,

had been reduced from three to one, in each direction.

This- character of travel, from the United States, and

more Southerly and Westerly portions of the Dominion,

to and fiom the Saguenay, and the various and attractive

watering places, Salmon Rivers, and Grulf Forts of the lower

St. Lawrence, has of late years become quite large, and is

rapidly increasing to such an extent that the present means

of transportation, and Hotel accommodations, have been

found quite inadequate to meet the demands upon them

during the warm summer months ; on this account it was
thought best to defer the collection of these statistics until

such time as they would represent a fair average for the

entire business season.

A critical examination of the foregoing reports will show

that between the 16th and 27th of September, inclusive,

the Richelieu Steamers, plying nightly between Quebec

and Montreal, delivered at the City of Quebec in the ten

trips counted, an average each day of :

186 first class passengers.

52 second class passengers, and

10 car loads of freight.

That between the IRth of August and the 27th of Septem-

ber, inclusive, the same Steamers took from the City of
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Quebec, in the seventeen trips counted, an average each

day of

:

275 first class passengers,

86 second class passengers, and

9 car loads of freight.

That between the 15th and 27th of September, inclusive,

the Grand Trunk Railway line delivered at Point Levis

opposite Quebec, in the eleven days counted, an average

each day of

:

152 first class passengers.

Mention is also made of 90 second class passengers

delivered on the 20th September, and 48 on the 21st, by
the morning Express train from Montreal.

It should be remarked that no account is taken of second

class passengers and freight arriving by the Richmond
way train, for the reason that it arrived at about the time

when Mr. Paradis was occupied with the departure of the

Richelieu boats, upon the Quebec side of the River.

It also appears that between the 15th and 27th of

September, inclusive, the Grand Trunk Railway line took

from Point Levis in the twelve days counted, an average

each day of

:

186 first class passengers,

154 second class passengers, and

11 car loads of freight.

Assuming that the number and amount of second class

passengers and freight delivered by the Grand Trunk line

at Point Levis, were the same as taken from that point,

and we shall have the following daily aggregate of the

passengers and freight delivered at the City of Quebec
and Point Levis, by the Richelieu Steamers and the Grand
Trunk Railway line, during the period above named :

338 first class passengers,

206 second class passengers, •

21 car loads of freight.

And we also have the following average daily aggregate
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of the passengers and freight taken from the same jDoints,

by the same lines, during the period named :

4G1 first class passengers,

240 second class passengers,

20 car loads of freight.

With reference to the quantity of freight transported

upon the Kichelieu Steamers, it should be remarked that a

" man load," such as is ordinarily handled on a two wheeled

ware house truck, is estimated to average two hundred
pounds ; and that a car load is estimated at ten tons.

The passengers and freight upon the Richelieu Steamers,

as they left Montreal for Quebec, were counted only upon
three occasions, as opportunity offered, and were found to

be as follows :

On the 16th August, 300 first class passengers and 5 car

loads of freight.

" 310 first class passengers.

90 second class passengers, 15 car

loads of freight.

" 500 first class passengers, full load

of freight.

It is well understood, that the (Irand Trunk Railway

line affords no accommodatior whatever, to the business of

the country lying in the immediate vicinity of, or within

from twenty to forty miles back from the South Shore of

the St. Lawrence River. And therefore, that this section

of country, a large portion of which is well populated, and

uiider a high state of cultivation, is entirely dependent for

its transportation ^.cilities upon the river alone, during the

season of navigation.

It is also well understood that the Richelieu line of

Steamers, running nightly between Quebec and Montreal,

make landings only at Batiscan and Three Rivers, upon
the North Shore, and at Sorel on the South Shore of the

St. Lawrence, mainly for the accommodation of passengers

who desire to visit either Quebec or Montreal. And, that

the local or coasting trade along the river, as stated in the

22nd

25th
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forogoing reports, is done almost entirely between Quebec

and Three Riv.ers bv several smaller class Steamers, the

names of which are given in Mr. Vanasse' report, which

Steamers are obliged to make two or three trips per week
in each direction, in order to accommodate the business.

Between Three Rivers and Montreal this local traffic is

accommodated during the season of navigation, to a limited

extent, by a similar or somewhat larger class of Steamers,

owned by the Richelieu Company, the names, and routes

of some of which are given in Mr. Paradis report.

An examination of the foregoing reports will show, that

the average number of passengers delivered and received

by the main through line of Richelieu Steamers, at the

"

ports of Batiscan, Three Rivers and Sorel, as they passed

in both directions during from five to ten days, in the

middle and last of the month of August, were as follows :

Batiscan, 26 delivered, 43 received.

Three Rivers, 43 " 48

Sorel, 66 " 34

From which it will be seen that the total number
delivered and received at the respective points, is so nearly

equal, that it is quite safe to assume that the number of

passengers heretofore stated as leaving Quebec, may be

regarded as through passengers to Montreal.

A further examination of the foregoing reports will also

show, that the local or coasting passenger and freighting

business done by the smaller class of Steamers above
referred to, is very considerable.

Mr. Vanasse statics that, on the 22nd of August he took
the small Steamer " Port-Neuf," at Port-Neuf, bound for

Quebec, with passengers and freight collected from points

below Batiscan
; and that she delivered at Quebec 183

passengers, with a heavy freight for the Quebec market.
He also states, that there are six Steamers in this trade,

each of wliich makes two round trips weekly, during the
Summer season, and three round trips weekly during
the Spring and Fall. From which it would appear that
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twelve times the above number of passengers and amount
of freight are delivered by these Steamers in Quebec

during the Summer season, making a total of 2196 passen-

gers per week, or an average of 366 per day, and it seems

but fair to assume that, as these passengers are habitants

of the country, who visit the City for the purpose of dis-

posing of their marketable produce, or merchandize, they

will all return by the same boats.

No very distinct v reliable data are given as to the

quantity or tonnage of freight brought to market by these

boats ; but if it is assumed that each boat brings only

twenty-five tons at each trip, the total amount woald be

300 tons per week, or equal to an average of five car loads

of ten tons each per day.

Mr. Paradis, at the close of his report, makes brief men-
tion of this local traffic, and alludes to three boats with

their stopping places upon the North Shore of the River

between Quebec and Grrondines, a i^oint about sixty miles

above Quebec.

He closes by stating that, " in the Spring and Fall months
they each carry 12 or 15 car loads of freight up and down.
The number of jiassengers is, on an average 95. During
the Summer months the freight averages 5 to 6 car loads,

'^

Eeferring to the local traffic upon the upper half of this

portion of the St. Lawrence, situated between Three Rivers

and Montreal, Mr, Paradis speaks of three Steamers

belonging to the Richelieu Company, which are entirely

devoted to that service during the season of navigation
;

making daily trips between Montreal and some of the

nearer landings, and tri-weekly trips to Three Rivers and
other points more remote. According to his statement,

these Steamers average each about 75 passengers and 10

car loads of freight delivered at, and taken from Montreal,

at each trip.

Assuming that one of the boats makes daily trips, and

the two others, tri-weekly trips, the result would be 150
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passengers, and 20 car loads of freight, delivf^red at, and
taken from Montreal each day by these coasting Steamers.

It should be remarked, that the foregoing statistics do

not include the very large amount of tonnage, resulting

from the products of the forest, iron mines, manufactories,

and farms (other than ordinary garden or marketing pro-

ducts) which is constantly being transported by means of

sailing vessels and barges, from points all along the river,

to either domestic or foreign markets ; although it is con-

fidently believed that the transport of these coarser freights

will be far more productive to the Railway Company, in

its net results, than the business already referred to.

A gentleman, of the most undoubted integrity, who has

for many years been largely interested in manufacturing

lumber upon both sides of the St. Lawrence River, between

Quebec and Montreal, and is therefore entirely familiar

with the Canadian lumber trade, has kindly furnished me
with the following statement respecting the number of

mills situated near the line of the Railway, upon the North

Shore of the River, the quantity ot lumber sawed by each,

and the business which this important branch of industry

will naturally bring to the Railway when completed.

'Statement shoioing the number ofSaw Mills upon the North

side of the St. Lavyrence River, hetiveen Quebec and Mon-
treal, the lumber product of each mill, and the disposition

made of the Lumber.

At the Jacques-Cartier River, Mr. J. A. Sewell's mill

cuts about 400 logs per day.

At the Portneuf River, the Heirs of Syraes have two saw
mills cutting each 300 logs per day.

At the St. Anne and Batiscan Rivers, Messrs. Price &
Bros., have three large saw mills. They cut each on an

average 500 logs. On the same River a Mr. Methot has a

mill that cuts 200 logs per day.

At the St. Maurice River, Mr. Baptist has two saw mills.
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The one at the mouth of the river cuts 1200 logs, and the

other one at the G-res cuts 700 logs per day,

Mr. Stoddard's saw mill at the mouth of the same River

cuts 1500 logs per day.

The Hunterstown Lumber Company's saw mill at

River du Loup, cuts 1500 logs per day.

Mr. Little's saw mill on the Maskinonge River, cuts GOO

logs per day.

Mr. Pelletier's saw mill at Epiphany, cuts 500 logs per

day.

Mr. Anderson's steam saw mill near the village of

Assomption will cut, when in operation, 1000 logs.

The Assomption Lumber Company's Mill, at the mouth
of the River Assomption, cuts 1200 logs per day.

Mr. Cushing's mill at Repentigny, on the St Lawrence

River, just below Bout de I'lsle cuts 1000 logs per day.

There are at Joliette two small saw mills cutting each

about 400 logs per day.

Besides the above mentioned saw mills which manu-

facture only for the English and American markets, there

are a good many more saw mills which do a local business

and whose aggregate quantity of sawn . lumber, may be

computed at millions of feet.

The logs cut at the above eighteen mills mentioned, will

average about ten to the thousand feet board measure of

lumber, and the mills run about seven months in the year.

This would make the daily product of the mills about

1,270,000 feet B. M. ; and the annual product about

266,700,000 feet B. M.
This lumber has two markets, the English and Ameri-

can markets. Almost all the shipments of lumber to foreign

ports is done at Quebec, and goes abroad in the shape of

deals and other sawn lumber ; and I have no doubt but

most of this will be transported by cars, for several rea-

sons, first, that of despatch, and second, the clean bright

condition in which lumber can be brought to market by

rail, so much desired by shipjjers.
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the

)er

"When we see lumber shipped from Michigan to Albany
by rail, a distance of 600 miles, I think there can be
hardly a doubt, but what I have said as to the probability

of your road having the most of this lumber to transport

will prove true. In all lailU there is made a great quantity

ofwhat is called " small stuff, " such as shingles, laths, fence

rails, cabinet stuff, &c. The market for these is the United
States, and they will, in every case, be shijoped by rail from
these mills over your line to Montreal and thence to Bur-

lington, A-lbany, and other markets in the United States

by thousands of car loads, as will also other lumber
manufactured especially for the States.

"We put 9,000 feet of dry lumber on a car, and from

7,500 to 8,000 feet fresh sawn.

These mills, for want of the railroad, are now shut oft'

from all markets from November to May ; and mill owners
are obliged to carry over stocks of lumber ready for mar-

ket, for want of transportation, in sums of from !^ 10,000 to

$100,000 each.

Aside from what I have said as to manufactured

lumber, there will be a very large traffic in the winter and

spring, in hard wood timber. Birch, Maple, Ash and similar

woods. Ship timber, Ships Knees, &c. In this traffic alone

on the South Side of the St. Lawrence, the Grand Trunk
Railway transported from a single station South of Point

Levis, over 3,000 car loads last season ; and have been

doing this ever since the road was opened.

This wood is got out by farmers, and does not require

what is called " Shanty work. " They cut a tree and hew
and sled it from 10 to 20 miles to the railroad, where it is

measured and paid for ; and you will see 40 to 50 farmers

each with a one horse load, daily coming to a depot with their

load, worth 5 to $10 each, and this is kept up all winter.

Your road runs along a belt of lumber of this descrip-

tion, mixed with other valuable wood, now growing in the

woods, that will give you a splendid traffic for 50 years to

come, which is of no present value, for the want of trans-

portation.
"
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I have also been favoured by the Mayor of the City of

Three Sivers, with the following statement of some of the

most important branches ofbusiness carried on in that City,

together with some changes which have occurred since

the date of my former report.

City Hall—Three Rivers,

October 3l8t 1878.

" Dear Sir :

I am in receipt of your favor of 23rd instant, and in

answer I give below, all the statistics about the trade and
commerce of the City of Three Rivers, that I have been
able to collect with the deficient means at my disposal.

There is yearly n. inufactiired in the St. Maurice Terri-

tory about 600,000 logs, worth at least $1,200,000 ; 40 sea

going vesselshave loaded here this summer with lumber for

Europe, th West Indies and South America ; besides over

150 barges which have taken cargoes for the United States.

There has been imported into this City since one year,

Ibr the use of the Lumber Merchants solely, over 2,000

barrels of pork and 8,000 barrels of flour.

The local trade has also imported since one year, over

30,000 barrels of flour, and 10,000 barrels of pork, besides

the fish, liquors, sugars, teas and other groceries of which
I cannot procure reliable data. The iron ware traders

have also imported during the same period, far over

$200,000 worth of goods ; and the importation of dry goods

must be over $500,000.

Since your report, dated 20th April 1872, a large Furni-

ture Manufactory has been established in this City, besides

one or two smaller ones. In that same report, you do not

mention a large Machine Shop established, and which
manufactures heavy pieces of machinery, such as cannot

be made in any other shop in the Dominion.

The iron trade in the immediate vicinity of this City, is
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also rery considerable. One of the largest Fur trading

establishments of the country also has its seat in this place,

I cannot say exactly what is the population of Three
Rivers at the present time ; but since one year, several new
streets have been opened, new houses have been built in

all parts of the City, and are all readily leased at remuner-

ative rates. The corporation of the City, and several indi-

viduals, have also divided large tracte of land in building

lots, and have sold them at very high prices. In conse-

quence of the numerous demands for building lots, the

Corporation has been obliged, this summer, to open several

new streets.

I have to add, that the opinion of the business men of

this City is, that the construction of the North Shore Rail-

way, but principally of the Piles Branch, would, in a very

few years, double the population and the trade of Three

Rivers.

Hoping the above may prove of some utility to you.

I remain Dear Sir,

Your Obt. Servt.,

T. E. NORMAND,
Mayor.''

I

I

I
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II.

SOURCES OF LOCAL BUSINESS.

The following extracts from that portion of my former

report, dated April 20th 1872, which relates to the probable

earnings of the Railway from its local business, contain

the views then entertained as to the sources of this

business ; which views have been fully confirmed by
subsequent observation and reflection ; and even if a doubt

had then, or has since been entertained upon the subject,

this doubt would now be effectually removed by the facts

contained in the foregoing reports and statements, and the

legitimate conclusions to be drawn from them.

" Tlie Local Business tJiat is naturally tributary to any Railway,
which ])a.sse.s through a thiclcl}' populated Agricultural and
Manufacturing Country, like that which lies along the North
Shore of the St. Lawrence, between Quebec and Montreal, should,

in my opinion, always be regarded as of far more importance
;

and bo protected and encouraged with much greater care, than
that which is generally termed Throujh Business, which is brought
to the Road from points far beyond the reacln . its own legitimate

influences; and([uite frequently, owing to competition with other
Railways, or Water Communications, transported at a sacrifice

rather than a p ofit.

Some idea of the extent 1o which this local business will at

once, and at an increasing ratio for all time, contribute to the

earnings and jjrosperity of the North Shore Railway, may be

inferred from the following statement of facts. The accompaning
Map will also be found serviceable, as shewing the relations,

which the different localities referred to, boar to the ]?ailway.

The City of Quebec, at the Eastern terminus of the road, has
a population of Sixty Thousand. Thei-e are in the City at the
present time, one large India Rubber Manufactory ;

eight largo

Shoe Manufactories ; forty-four Tanneries ; two Iron Foundries
;

two Cabinet and Chair Factories
; two Cement Factories ; one

Agricultural Implement Factory
; two Breweries ; together with

a great variety of other Manufacturing Establishments, all of
which at the date of the last Statistical Report, gave employment
to 3,842 Mochanics and Laborers.
The average value of Imports, during the past five years, lias
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been $11,695,220 por annum. The avenigo value of Exports,
during the same period liaa been 810,927,769 per annum.
The average value of Lumber exported from Quebec, during

the pa»t five year8, has been $8,958,530 per annum.
The average value of Flour and Grain which have been brought

to the Quebec Market, during the past five years, has been
$2,664,173 per annum.
The City of Quebec is situated practically, at the head of deep

Ocean navigation upon the (julf, and liivor St. Lawrence ; and
therefore, all heavy draft Veflsels and Steamers, must necessarily

receive and discharge their Cargoes and Passengers at this Port.

So much of these as may be destined to the Interior, or the far

West, must therefore be transferred, either to Vessels of lighter

draft, or to such liaihvays as may at the time be running in the

required direction.

The amount of Local Traffic, which a City of this magnitude
and Commercial importance, will necessarily furnish to the lioad,

when completed, must be very large.

At the present time, the only Avenues by which this immense
traffic can be accommodated, are the St. Lawrence llivcr, which
is closed above Quebec, by lee, about five months in each year

;

and the Point Levis and Richmond branch of the Grand Trunk
Railway, by which the distance from Quebec to Montreal is 172
miles, exclusive of the Ferry of over one mile, at Quebec.
The City of Montreal, at the "Western Terminus of the Road,

has a population of 118,000.
The amount of taxable property, within the City limits is

$37,933,808.
The average value of Imports, during the past five years, has

been $25,072,857 per annum.
The avei'age value of Exports, during the same period, has been

$12,387,636 per annum.
The City of Montreal, being a central, as well as focal point,

for the Grand Trunk Railway, and its present and pr()po^sed

branches, or extensions ; being also the terminus of one branch
of the Vermont Central Railway ; and also of the proposed
Northern Colonization Railway, between Montreal and Ottawa

;

and being situated at the head of uninterrupted navigation ujion
the River St. Lawrence, during the summer months, has long, and
very justly been regarded as the great Commercial Centre of
Canada.

AVithout entering further into details respecting the enterprise
and resources of a large and rapidly growing Commercial and
Manufacturing City, so well known throughout the civilized

world as Montreal, I think it Avill be admitted as self evident,
tliat the local, or home business, which she will furnish to the
North Shore Railway, when completed, will be veiy considerable.
The present Grand Trunk Railway line, from Montreal to Que-

bec
; together with the St. Lawrence River, during the season of
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navigation, afford the only present means of transport for the-

local business of Montreal ; and the large amount of Freight and
Passengers which accumulate at that point from the South, West
and North, during all seasons of the year, which are de:^ '-led to

points below Montreal, in the Grv^at Valley of the St. Lavvrence
;

and if it can be demonstrated that the North Shore Railway,
when com])leted, will afford superior advantages for this business,

there can ue no doubt that it will receive, at least its proper pro-

portion.

The Country lying upon the North Shore of the St. Lawrence,
between Quebec and Montreal, is exceedingly rich in Agricultural,

Manufacturing and Mineral resources. The Farming lands,

extending from the River back to the Forests, a distance of from
twenty to fifty miles ; and embracing about 2,708,840 acres, are

now and have for more than a Centur}' past, been under a high
state of Cultivation, producing the finest crops of haj^ ; oats;

wheat ;
corn ; barley

;
potatoes ; etc., in great abundance.

As a Grazing country, it is unsurpassed.

The prjhont population is something over 220,000.

There are twenty-six large Saw Mills in operation, within easy
reach of the line, manufactui-ing 340,00(1,000 feet Board measure
per annum, of Merchantable Lumber.
There are also four large Furnaces, which, although being

worked at their minimum capacity, turn out 8,000 tons of Iron
annually.

There are also, one largo Foundry- ; two large Woolen Manu-
facturies ; three large Machine Shops

;
one Nail Factor}'

; three

large Flouring Mills ; one Pa])er Mill ; and three large Tanneries;
all in successful operation, along, and in the immediate vicinity

of the line of the J^ihvay.
The City of Three iiivers, situated about midway between

Quebec and Montreal, and at the junction of the Piles Branch
with the Main Line of the liailway, has a population of about
9,000 ;

and is rapidly increasing ImLli 'n population, a?id impor-
tance as a Commercial and Manufactn ing Centre.

The Dry Goods merchants, Grocers, and Iron Merchants of this

(;)ity import goods lo the amount of ^000,000 annually ; and one
Fur dealer exj)()rts annually to the United States, furs to the value

of $130,000. During the last season, there were shipped from
this City, over the Branch of the Grand Trunk Railway, extend-

ing fronv a point opposite Three Rivers to Artliabaska, for Boston
and other markets in the United Slates, .5,600 tons of Hay, and
75,000 bushels of Oats.

At intervals of from seven to nine miles, all along the line, aie

situated fine and growing parish Villages, man}' of which, lil<o

LoreLlo ; Sle. Jeanre de Neuville ; Cap Santo ; Ste. Anne ; River
du Loup; Berthior; rAssoniplion ; rKjdphanie ; kc, kc; ai-e

already industrial centres of considerable importance; and with
th'i stimulant afforded by a Kaihvay pa:ising through or near
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them, they will rapidly increase, and contribute very materially
to the earnings of the Eoad.
The Town of Joliette, situated upon L'Assomption River, about

eleven miles North of the Eailway, has a population of over 3,000
;

and has already become of so much importance, on account of its

Water Power, kc, that a Eailway has been constructed, for the
accommodation of its business, to Lanoraio, on the St. Lawrence,
which will become a very important feeder to the North Shore
Eailway.
The St. Loon ^lineral Springs, situated about four miles from

the Eailway, near the Eiver du Loup, in Maskinongc County,
have for many years been a popular summer resort tor persons
in search of jdeasure and health. There are now about two thou-

sand inhabitants in the Village ; and two large Hotels are being
constructed for the accommodation of visitors.

The continuous, and almost, incalculable area of the tincst Tim-
ber Lands in the World, which bound the Northern limits of the

Country above described; and lie within a short distance from the
Eailway, will, in all probability, anil during many years to come,
furnish an amount of tonnage for the road, which will prove
more ])i"oductive to the Company than thai which is collected in.

the settled portion of the Country through which the Eailway is

to ]>ass.

The numerous Streams which flow through nrul from all parts

of these Timber Lands, across the Eailway, and into the St. Law-
rence, are well sup])lied with AVatcr Powei's ; and every fiicility

is therefore afforded for driving iho logs, and manufacturing the

lumber, either directly upon the line of tlio Eoad ; or at such
points above, as ma}'- bo selected for their greater economy and
convenience. This lumber, when so manufactured will beai* trans-

portation by rail, either to the markets of the United Slates via

Montreal
will pi'ove t

or to (Quebec, for the markets of I'^urope, at rates that
v remunerative ray

pany, and to the owners of the Lumber.
The tiiiest (piulilies of .Afaple, Birch, and other varieties of .Hard

AVood, abound in these Forests; and tbej have, for many years,

been regarded as a valuable article of export to Foreign Countries.

These Forests will also furnish an unlimited amount of Firo
Wood, which, front its proximity to the Ivailway; and the great

and constantly inci'easing demand for fi;o' in the Cities of Quebec,
Montreal, ami at intermediate points along tho line, will bear

transportation at very fair paying rates.

L'on Ore, and its great variety of proilucis, will also furnish

an important item of trans])ort. The Country along the line,

between (^.ucbec and iMontreal, abounds, at frequent intervals,

Avith the richest (jualiiies of Ijimotutc, or Bo/j Ores; ami tho

reduction of these Ores has been carried on successfully, at

several points near the route, for more than a Century.

The Extract from the Eeport of Sir William E. Logan, upon
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the "Geological Survey of Canada" dated in 1863, to be found
in the Appendix, will ahovv the estimate placed upon the extent
and value of these Ores, by that eminent authority.

"With the North Shore llailway completed through the centre
of this iron region, having short lateral branches to connect it

with the diiferent ore beds and furnaces, there can be no doubt
that there will be a great demand for its transportation to the
ready markets of Quebec, Three llivers, Montreal, and probably
to more distant points.

"

The bolt of settled country, lying upon the South Shore of
the St. Lawrence River, between Quebec and Montreal, will,

])articularly during the Winter months, afford a large and paying
business to the road. The population of this district, numbers
about 100,000; nntl there are several fine Villages located along
the Tlivei', the principal one, Sorol, containing 5,t!36 inhabitants.

This Country is entirely isolated from the (Irand Trunk Rail-

way, and its only avenue to market is the liivei', during the
season of navigation. Ferries, communicating with the North
Shore, have already been established at several points; and,

during the Winter, the lee Bridge, which nature never fails to

construct, will render the communication still more convenient;
so that tlie construction of the Noi'th Shore Railway is looked
for, with almost as much solicitude, by these Inhabitants, as it is

by those residing upon the North Shore of the St. Lawrence.

"

BUSINESS OF PILES BRANCH.

Before leaving- this branch of the subject, it will be

proper to refer to the " Piles Branch " of the Kailway,

which intersects the Main Line at Three Eivers, a point

about midway between Quebec and Montreal ; and extends

up the valley of the St. Maurice Eiver, about 27 miles, to

a point known as the Grand Piles.

The following- extract from my report of April 20th 1872,

before referred to, will show the views then entertained

in relation to the probable business of this portion of the

road, all of which have been fully confirmed by subse-

quent observation and rellection.

" The Piles Branch will undoubtedly prove a most important

feeder to the Main Line at Three Rivers ; and I have no doubt

that it will eventually pay very hiindsomely as an investment by
itself There is a very tine Water Power upon the St. Maurice

River, immediately at the terminus of the Branch at Grand
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Piles, where the Pine, and other valuable timbers which cover
the immense Territory drained by the St. Maurice, can be manu-
factured, and placed dii'ectly upon the cars, for transport to

Quebec, Montreal, or any point in the United Slates, without
transhipment.
Saw Logs, sufficient to produce 200,000,000 feet Eoard Meaoure

of Lumber annually, are now driven down the St, Maurice, past

the Grand Piles, to supply the mills at Three Elvers, and other
points on the St. Lawrence ; and there can be no good reason
why these logs should not be manufactured at the Piles ; and the

lumber transported thence by Eailway, thus saving the cost and
risk of driving over the falls and rapids, and booming at the
mouth of the Piver.
The still water, extending Seventy miles above the Piles, affords

the best possible facility for holding and assorting these logs
;

iuid the want of this convenience, or rather necessity, is often a
very great draw-back to the success of large Lumber Manufactur-
ing Establishments.

Peinarkable facilities will also be afforded, at the (Irand Piles,

for collecting and shipping by rail, the valuable Hard Woods of

the St. Maurice Forests, which cannot be floated, or transported

to advantage in any other wa}'.

The transportation of lumber-men, and their supplies, by
means of the Branch Eailway, and the Steamer upon the St.

Maurice, into the very heart of this vast lumber region, will also

afford a lai-ge amount of tonnage ; and it is not at all imjn'obable

that, at no distant day, this Branch will be extended to Lake St.

John, at the head of the Saguenay.
The Ore beds, Furnaces and Forges located in the Valley of

the St. Maurice, in the immediate vicinity of the Piles Branch,

will also add very materially to its revenue.
"



III.

SOURCES OF THROUaH BUSINESS.

After the foregoing brief and imperfect statement of the

various sources from "vvhich, what may properly be termed

the local business of the North Shore Railway may be de-

rived, I will pass to a still more brief consideration of w^hat

may be regarded as the sources of its probable throvgh

business ; and in doing this, I will, to save repetition, quote

again from my previous report of 20th April, 1372:

" luasmucli as the foregoing Kstimuto of the Local business of
the Eu-hvay, iticludos that which now exists, and nalurully centers

witiiin the limits of Quebec, Montreal, and the intervening Coun-
try through whicli the Ikaiiway is to pass; it will be proper to
include in the estimate of Through business, only such as may be
brought within the intluenee of tlie J?oad, from points beyond, or
outside of these localities, either by means of Communications
whieb now exist, or those whose construction in the immediate
future, is rendered quite certain.

A reference to the aeeoinpunying Map will show, that among
those whieh now exist, and will exercise an immediate influence

upon the through business centering at the Eastern terminus of
the road at Quebec, are the Iliver St. Lawrenee; and the branch
of the (Jrand Trunk Eailway, extending from Point Levis, oppo-
site (^^uebec, to Jiiver du Loup, a distance of loO miles.

The lower haijbour of (Quebec, and the Eiver and Gulf of St.

Lawrence below that point, are not obstructed ly ice, dui'ing the
winter months, to such an extent as to impede Steam Xavigation,
oftener than perhaps once ii' twenty live or thirly years. Ocean
Steamers may theref)re as a general rule, arrive at, and depart
from Quebec, every da}' in tb'» year, so soon as an amount of
business accumulates there, sutHcienth' large to make it an object

for them to do so.

That portion of the Grand Trunk line, extending from Quebec
to Richmond, and Lennoxville; and thence by oilier lines, via

Luke Memphramagog and White fiiver .Junction, to Boston, New-
port, Xcu-JIaven and New-York, ma}' also be regarded as an
important avenue for trade and travel, between Quebec, and the
above named points.

Amt)ng those whose construction has already commeneod, and
whose C()m[)letioii may therefore be regarded as reasonably or
quite certain, are the Intercolonial Ilailway, extending from a

\
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Junction with the Grand Trunk Eailway, at Eivor dn Loup, to
Halifax, a distance of 555 miles; making the entire distance fron\
(Quebec to Halifax, by this route 685 miles.

Another route, the construction of which is already quite far
advanced, is a Eailway leading from Point Levis opposite Quebec,
direcMy across the Country, through Maine, in the direction of
St. Johns, Now ]irunswick; with branches to Portland, Bangor
and Halifax. By this route the distance from Quebec to Portland
will be 40 miles less than by the Grand Trunk Eailway; and 230
miles less to Halifax, than by the Intercolonial Eailway.
A Eailway extending from Quebec, in a northerlj'' direction, to

Lake St. John, at the head of the Saguenay, a distance of 140
miles, has also been commenced, and about 27 miles completed
and equipped. This road has a land grant from the Government
of 1,200,000 acres of timbered lands, through which it is to pass.

The City of Montreal, at the Western terminus of the Eailway,
as has already been remarked, is acknowledged to be the great
Commercial Center of Canada.
The Grand Trunk Eailway, extending to Portland, on the

Atlantic; and to Detroit, on the Great Western Lakes, affords

easy access by rail to the extreme East and West; while the
Vermont Central affords the same facilities towards the South.
The St. Lawrence Eiver, during the season of navigation, also

affords extraordinary facilities for the transport of both Freight
and Passengers in either direction.

Such of these avenues as approach Montreal from the East
cannot, a a matter of course, be expected to add materially to

the business of the North Shore Eailwaj-; but from those appro-
aching it from the South and West, it is expected that a very
con»iderablo amount of Thi-ough Business destined to the North
and East, will be afforded to this Eoad.
The principal Eailway which is now in contemplation to

extend Westerly from Montreal, is the " Northern Colonization
Eailway, " which is to extend from Montreal, directly up the

Valley of the Ottawa Eiver, a distance of 120 miles, to the City
of Ottawa, the Capital of the Dominion of Canada.
That Company has a land grant of 10,000 acres per mile from

the Government ; and is about to receive a subscription of

$1,000,000 to its Capital Stock, from the City of Montreal. It is

expecting also a large amount of subscriptions from the Munici-
pal'.ties along the line.

The law granting the above amount of lands to that Company,
provides, that, " The said Eailway shall connect with the said

North Shore Eailway, from Quebec to Montreal, at such point as

shall be determined by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. "

There can bo no doubt that, when these two Eoads shall have
been completed, they will not only run from the sanio Depot in

Montreal; but hat "they will also be connected upon the north

Bide of the Ottawa Eiver, about fifteen miles north of the City of
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Quebec, by the roads

.niles ; making- the total
)

Montreal, by a link or brancli that shall form an unbroken line

of uniform gauge, directly from Quebec to Ottawa, making the

entire distance only 253 miles ; whereas hy the present route, via

the lirand Trunk Kailway to Montreal and Proscott, the distance

is 338 miles; thus elleuting a saving of 85 miles between these

important Points.

A line is also about to be constructed from Ottawa direct to

Toronto, which, in connection with the Northern Colonization,

and North Shore Railways, will shorten the di.-5tauce between
Toronto Mud Quebec, as compared Avith the distance via the Grand
Trunk "Railway, about 25 miles ; and a glance at the Map will

shoAv that Quebec, Ottawa, Port-Huron and Chicago, are nearly

in the same Air Line.

From Toronto to Collingwood, on the Geoi'giaii Bay, the

Northern Eailwa}' of ('annda, has been in successful operation

for several years. The length of this Ivoad is l)-4 miles. The
distance from Toronto via Ottawa,
already projected, will bo about 48
distance from Collingwood to Quebec, 575 miles, as against 600
miles by the Northern Central and Grand Trunk lines.

Collingwood is now, and will conlinue to be a must favorable

])oint for the transhipment of wheat and flour from vessels to

cars, by which it can be transported, without breaking bulk, to

Quebec, and there placed directly on board Ships, for transporta-

tion to Foreign Markets.
The Canada Central Eailway is also under construction from

Ottawa to the Sault Ste. Marie, at which point the line will con-

nect with the Northern Pacific Railway of the United States,

thuh forming a very direct line from Quebec to the Pacific Ocean
at Piiget Sound. A Branch is also to be con>tructcd to the near-

est i>()int on the Georgian Bay, which will shorten the distance

materially from that important y)oint to Ottawa ai>d Quebec.
A connection will also be made at Ottawa or some point farther

West, with the Great Canada Pacific Railway, the Surveys for

Avhich are now being rapidly prosecuted by the Dominion Govern-
ment.
The North Shore Railway is therefore destined, at no distant

day, to become the Eastern terminal link in the (J rent Northern
line of Railways, of a uniform gauge, which will connect the tide

waters, and dee]) sea navigation of the Atlantic, not only with
the Great Western Lakes ; but also with the Pacific Ocean, by
several hundred miles the shortest route, across the American
Continent. And there can be no doubt that the immense traflTic

which will naturally flow in this direction, destined to the Ncav
England States, and to the Harbours of Portland, St. Johns and
Halifax, will eventually create the necessit}^ for a Railway Tun-
nel or Bridge across the St. Lawrence River, at the most practic-

able point near the City of Quebac.
The present mania for consolidating, and bringing under one
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management, the main trunk lines of Railway wliich load from
the producing districtH ol the West, to the Great Commercial and
Shipping Centers of the East, has rendered it not only highly
expedient, but, in the opinion of many Capitalists and Eailway
Managers, absolutely necessary that the different parts or links

which make up the entire chain, should be of one uniform and
unbroken gauge, so that no transfer, either of freight or passengers,

will be required at unimportant points along the line.

In this respect the North Shore, and other Kaihvays which
form this great Northern route from the Atlantic to the Great
Lakes, and the Pacific Ocean, with the uniform gauge of 4 ft. 8^
inches, will enjoy an enviable position, as compared with the

Grand Trunk line of Canada, or the more Southern routes of the

United States.

Trade and Commerce, like running watci'.s, and blood in the

animal system, will always seek to flow through the great Arteries,

or Channels, which nature has provided for them, until they reach
the great Commercial Centers of the Civilized "World. These
Centers are now to be found in Europe ; and the shortest and
cheapest modes of transport for the great staples, wheat, corn,

flour and lumber, which grow, and can bo produced in such
great pi>. jsion, in the Western United States, and Canada, will

eventual 1}' prove to bo the most successful.

The Valley of the St. Lawrence, is the natural outlet for all

this traffic lying north of the Valleys of the Hudson, the Ohio
and the Mississipi Elvers, and their tributaries. The great chain
of Lakes, from Superior to Ontario, flow through this Valley to

the Ocean ; and so, when Capital and Enterprise shall have pre-
pared the way, will Commerce take the same direction.

The Cities of New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston and
Portland, wore comparatively of no importance, until the Erie
Canal, and the Railway lines, which now radiate in every possible

direction from them, were completed ; thus causing a diversion

from this Valley, by artificial means, of the immense trade to and
from the Great West.
The Dominion op Canada which controls, to a great extent,

this Valley of the St. Lawrence, has, from political, or other
causes, which it w aid be improper to discuss here, been behind
her neighbor, the United States, in making such improvements
as w^ould prevent the diversion of this great source of wealth and
prosperity from the avenue which nature seems originally to

have designed for it; and hence the ancient City of Quebec, so

long famous in song and story ; and other natural centers of Com-
merce, have been allowed to remain almost stationary, during the

past half Century.
But a new Era seems now to be dawning upon the Dominion

;

and the great importance of these works of Internal Improve-
ment, seems to be rapidly developing itself in the minds of both

Government, and People.

S>
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It will not bo long, therefore, before her Great Thoroughfares-

are completed ; and the largest Vessels and Steamers that can
auccessfully navigate the Ocean, will be seen, daily, loading and
unloading their immense burthens of Freight, and Passengers,

which are destined for the Interior of Canada and the United
States, at the wharves of Quebec.
Even during the last year, the number of steerage passengers

transported by the llichelieu Company, between Quebec and
Montreal, was about 38,000.

The very great increase, during the i>ast few years, in travel,

becking hu;ilth and recreation in the cool summer climate of

Quebec, the lower St. liuwrence, and the wild Scenery of the Sa-

guenjij, and Ha! Ha! Bay, affords strong promise of a large

accession of through business to the liailway from that source.

The Arrivals at the justly celebrated "Russklls' St. Louis
IIoTET, " in the City of Quebec, during the months of June, July,

August, September and October, 1871, numbered 9,909. During
the month of August alone, they amounted to 3,940. And the
annual inci'oaso in arrivals has been about 30 p. ct. during the
past five years.

The Steamers of the Richelieu Company transported about
2G,500 Cabin Passengers, between Montreal and Quebec during the
last year.

And the large Steamers plying upon the lower St. Lawrence,
between Quebec and the Saguenay, during the travelling season^

wore crowded to such an extent, that it was sometimes necessary
for Passengers to secure quarters, a week in advance."

It is proper to add that, since the report was written from

which the foregoing extracts are taken, the Intercolonial

Railway has been progressing steadily towards completion
;

the line extending from Point Levis in a South Easterly

direction, has made considerable progress ; steps have

been taken to lay iron rails upon the G-osford Railway,

and to extend it in the direction of Lake St. Johns ; the

work of grading upon the Northern Colonization Railway
has been commenced ; the lines that are to extend from

Ottawa City to Toronto, Georgian Bay, and Sault Ste. Mary
are being organized ; the Dominion Government has just

given renewed assurances that the Canadian Pacific Rail-

way will be commenced at once, and completed without

any unnecessary delay ; and a line has been opened from

Montreal, extending in a South Easterly direction to an in-

tersection with the Passumpsic Valley Railway at Newport^
at the head of Lake Memphramagog.



IV.

NATURAL CONCLUSIONS.

The simple reading of the foregoing brief, and necessarily

somewhat imperfect statements respecting the carrying

trade, traflSic, and resources of the country between the im-

portant Cities of Quebec and Montreal, will naturally im-

press upon the mind of any person at all familiar with the

subject of transportation, the conviction that the present

facilities are entirely inadequate to the wants ofcommerce
;

and that an additional thoroughfare, upon the North Shore

of the St. Lawrence River, has become a commercial neces-

sity.

When, in addition to this, it is considered that the St.

Lawrence River is closed by ice, above Quebec, during five

months in the year ; and that, during the greater portion

of these five months, the Grrand Trunk Railway line, ex-

tending from Point Levis, on the opposite side of the St.

Lawrence, one mile from Quebec, by an angular and most

tedious route, via Richmond, a distance of 173 miles to

Montreal, is run so irregularly, that oftentimes from twelve

to eighteen hours are consumed in making the passage be-

tween the two Cities ; and that even during the Summer
months, the half hour consumed in crossing the river to

Point Levis, the time lost in waiting for connecting trains

upon the main line at Richmond, and the ordinary delay

of half an hour or more in crossing the Victoria Bridge,

and reaching the depot at Montreal, makes the actual time

at least eight, and quite often ten hours between Quebec
and Montreal, the conviction that an improv^ed and reli-

able avenue of communication between the two Cities is

indispensible to the wants of travel, trade, and commerce,

will become irresistible.

And when it is further considered, that the proposed
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North Shore Kailway, exte'xding' as it will, from the heart

of the City of Quebec, by the most direct practicable route,

to the heart of the City of Montreal, passing on its way
through the iinest agricultural, manufacturing, and mineral

region in Canada, which region has heretofore been

practically shut out from the rest of the world during five

months in each year, and which is bounded on the North

by the almost interminable lorests of Canada, the lumber

from which is iloated directly to the line of the Railway by
the numerous streams which it crosses, all of which will

become feeders to the road; which Railway, by means of

its superior alineinent, 90 per cent of which is straight line,

and gradients, 84 per cent of which are less than 30 feet per

mile, will be entirely free from snow blockades during

the winter months, and will be easily capable of making
the entire distance of one hundred and lifty-eight miles,

by express trains, within five hours, all the year round

;

there can be no reasonable doubt in the mind ofany person

possessing ordinary intelligence in such matters, that this

Railway will exactly, and most ofFectually supply the

deficiency which is at present so much needed, both by
the travelling public and the general business interests of

the country ; and also that it will be quite sure to afford

a handsome return for the investment required in its cons-

truction.



V.

ESTIMATED TRAFFIC AND EARNINGS.

In submitting', at the present time, a revision of my
former estimate of the probable net earnings of the North

Shore Railway, from its local and through business, for the

purpose of testing its accuracy, and at the same time de-

monstrating the ability of the Company, at all future times,

to pay, not only the interest upon its cost, but a handsome

dividend to the Stockholders ; and at the same time to

create a sinking fund, by which the bonded debt may be

redeemed at its maturity, it will perhaps be as well to re-

produce the estimate of earnings embodied in my former

report upon this subject ; and to call attention to such of

the foregoing facts and statistics as will tend, either to

confirm your confidence in that estimate or otherwise, as

the case may be.

The following is the estimate of net earnings, as sub-

mitted in my report of April 20th 1872.

" In preparing this Estimate, I can but feel quite justified

in assuming, that the local business of the Main Line will

require the running of at least the following number of

Trains, daily in each direction, over the Railway between
Quebec and Montreal :

—

1. One Express Passenger Train, composed of one Bag-

gage car, two ordinary Passer 2;er cars, and one Drawing-

room car.

2. One Way Passenger and Mail Train, composed of one

Baggage car, one Mail and Exj)ress car, and two ordinary

Passenger cars.

3. One Mixed Passenger and Freight Train, composed

of one Baggage car, two Second Class, or Emigrant cars,

and ten Freight cars.

4. One Freight Train, composed of twenty Freight cars
"
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" It is further assumed, that these Trains will be loaded

respectively, and at rates, averaging as follows

:

No. 1. Equal to 100 through Passengers

in each direction, at the rate of #3.60 each $ 700.00

No. 2. Equal to 80 through Passengers

in each direction, at the rate of $4.00 each 640.00

No. 3. Equal to 50 through 2nd class

Passengers in each direction, at the rate of

ii2.00each 200.00

Also, 100 tons of Fast or Express freight

in each direction, at the rate of $5.00 per

ton 1,000.00

•' No. 4 Equal to 200 tons of freight in

each direction, at the rate of $4.00 per ton 1,600.00

Making a total for the Main Line of $ 4,140 00

For the Piles Branch, I will assume

that one Mixed Train will be re-

quired daily, in each direction, to be

composed of one Baggage car, one

Passenger car, and twenty Freight

cars : and that each train will trans-

port equal to 50 through Passengers

in each direction, at $1.00 each $100.00

And equal to 200 tons of through

freight in each direction, at $1.00 per

ton 400.00

Making a total for the Piles Branch of... 500.00

Making an aggregate to represent the

Ciross daily Earnings of the entire Railway,

from its local business alone, of $4,640 00

This amount being multiplied into 313,

the number of working days in the year,

will produce an aggregate to represent the

estimated Gross Earnings from the Local

Business, per annum, of $1,452,320.00"

/\
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With reference to the through business, it was believed,

for the reasons therein statt^d, that it would be fully equal

to tho local business ; but to be largely within the limits

of safety, it was assumed that the gross earnings from this

source would be only 50 per cent of those estimated for

tho local traffic. And upon that assumption the estimate

proceeded as follows

:

"Assuming this as a basis, we shall have the following

results :

Gross earnings per year from local busi-

ness $ 1,452,320

Gros earnings per year from through bu-

siness, 50 per cent of local 726,1 60

Transportation of Mails, say 20,000

Total gross earnings per year $ 2,198,480

From which must bo deducted the annual transportation

and other expenses of the Railway Company, in oidei to

arrive at the annual net receipts.

Referring again to tho Ogdonsburgh and Lake Cham-
plain Railroad, as being a fair and proper Standard by
which to judge, not only the comparative cost of the North

Shore Railway, but also the ratio that may be expected to

exist betw^een its gross earnings and net receipts ; I find :

That the total receipts upon that Road for

the fiscal year ending Sept. 30th, 1870, were $1,051,413,10

That the total expenses during the same

period were liS follows :

For Maintaining the Road,

or Real Estate of the Corpo-

ration I 236,413,34

For Repairs to Machinery. 110,974,02

For Operating the Road.... 299,094,32

Total Expenses $ 646,481,68

Balance to represent net earnings $ 404,931,42"
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" The ratio which this amount of net earn-

ings bears to the total receipts,is 38| per cent.

By applying this ratio of 38^ per cent to

the total estimatea eai icings of the North

Shore Railway, we have a total of annual

net earnings amounting to $ 846,414,80

This amount will be the interest at 7 per

cent on a Capital of | 12,091,640

My honest convictions are, that the foregoing Estimate

is the Minimum that can, with any degree of proj riety, be

placed upon the annual earnings of the Road, during the

lirst year after its completion. After that period, I am
satisfied, from the experience of other Railways, that these

earnings will be increased in the ratio of at least 10 per

cent, per annum, until they shall have reached a Maximum
of 100 per cent, above the amount of the present Estimate.

If it should be thought, however, by cautious Capitalists,

that, from any cause, or possible contingency, the above

Estimate is larger than the facts bearing upon the subject

may prove to warrant, they may reduce the Estimate of

net earnings, 50 per cent., and they will still be sufficiently

large to pay the interest at 7 per cent, upon the $6,000,000

Mortgage Bonds of the Railway Company. "

The following would perhaps be a more simple and

condensed form of presenting this Estimate

:

DAILY EARNINGS FROM LOCAL BUSINESS.

Main Line.

200 First Class through Passengers in both
directions, at $3.50 $ 700 00

160 First Class way Passengers in both direc-

tions, at $4.00 640 00
100 Second Class Passengers in both direc-

tions, at $2.00 200 00
200 Tons Express Freight in both directions,

at $5.00 1,000 00
400 Tons Ordinary Freight in both direc-

tions, a $4.00 1,600 00

.
"

- . . $4,140 "OO

1
f »
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Piles Branch.

100 Through Passengers in both di-

rections, at $1.00 $100 00

400 Tons Freight in both directions,

at $1.00 400 00
$ 600 00

Total Daily Earnings $ 4,640 00

Multiplied by 313 working days gives $1,452,320 00

To represent the annual gross earnings from

local business alone.

Add 50 per cent for Trough Business 726,160 00

Transportation of Mails, say 20,000 00

Total gross Earnings per year $2,198,480 00

Deduct 61| per cent for working expenses 1,352,065 20

Leaves to represent yearly net Earnings $ 846,414 80

i

h



VI.

CONFIRMATORY EVIDENCE.

"We will now endeavour to ascertain how far the in-

formation obtained during the present year, confirms the

data upon which the foregoing estimate was based.

Referring again to the foregoing statistics, and assuming

the business of the small class coasting boats, to average

one third of the through distance, and that their passengers

were one half first class, and one half second class ; and
assuming also that the average car load of freight equals

only eight tons, we shall have the following aggregate daily

through movement of passengers and freight, in both direc-

tions, by the means therein specified, between Quebec and
Montreal, including intermediate points :

881 first class passengers.

527 second class passengers, and

464 tons of freight.

Assuming that the North Shore Railway, by reason of

its superior advantages, will relieve this portion of the

Grrand Trunk line of at least two thirds of its through

business ; that it will only divide the business equally

with the Richelieu Steamers ; and that it will relieve the

smaller coasting Steamers of two thirds of their present

traffic, the following will show the proportion of this busi-

ness that will naturally come iipon the Main Line of the

North Shore Railway, to wit

:

610 first class passengers.

329 second class passengers, and

276 tons of freight.

From which it will be seen that the business estimated

iv

' I ^
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i

to come from these sources alone, so far as First and
Second Class Passengers and Express Freight are con-

cerned, about equals the amount named in the foregoing

Estimates, after adding 60 per cent for Through Business,

and not including the business done and brought upon
the Main Line by the Piles Branch.

It may be claimed, however, and perhaps with some
show of plausibility, that the particular class of business

above referred to, will remain open to competition by the

lines which have heretofore monopolized it ; and therefore

that, if the North Shore Eailway should succeed in doing

the proportion claimed for it in the foregoing estimate, the

competitive rates will be too low to produce the estimated

amount of net revenue.

To this it may be replied, that .si> has not been the

experience upon other lines, similarly situated, either in

Canada or the United States ; striking examples of which
may be found in the Grrand Trunk line between Montreal

and Toronto ; the Great Western line between Toronto and
Hamilton ; the Lake Shore line, between Buffalo, Toledo,

Detroit and Chicago ; the Hudson River line, between New-
York and Albany ; and the various other lines running

parallel with the Great AYestern Rivers and Lakes, all of

which have proved themselves to be the best paying roads

in America.

The very fact of a healthy competition, together with

the natural growth and developement of the business of

the Country, consequent upon the construction of these

additional avenues of trade and commerce directly through

it, has in all cases, so far as my knowledge and obseiva-

tion extends, had a tendency to increase the carrying

trade to such an extent as to atFord ample business for all

the lines intended for its accommodation.

But even granting, for the moment, that the revenue of

the road from the above mentioned sources, may be ali'ect-

ed to some extent by this competition, it should at the
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^arne time be observed, that no account is taken in the

above sta,toments, of the coarser tonnage resulting from

lumber, iron, and the grosser products of the farms, and
manufactories along the Line, which item is represented

in the foregoing Estimate by " 400 tons ofordinary freight

in both directions, at $4.00 per ton."

That this item will be comparatively free from all rail-

way competition, and that it has been very much under-

rated in the above estimate will, I think, be admitted by
every one who is in any degree familiar with the subject.

Taking the item of lumber alone, and assuming that

only fifty per cent, of the 266,700,000 feet B. M., annually

prepared for market along the line, is hauled over the road,

and that only 8.000 feet B. M., are loaded on a car, there

will be 16,668 car loads per year, or an average of 53 car

loads, equal to 580 tons per day, from this source alone.

When to this is added the tonnage resulting from hard

wood timber, such as is hauled to so great an extent over

the Quebec and Richmond Branch of the Grand Trunk Kail-

way ; the product of the numerous iron ore beds along the

line ; the immense amounts of hay, potatoes, oats, peas, cattle,

&c., &c., that are yearly produced for sale and exportation

by the farmers along the line ; together with the products of

the numerous Tanneries, Flouring and Paper Mills, Foun-

dries, \Yoolen and Nail Factories, and the Machine Shops

along the line, it must appear quite evident to any unpre-

judiced mind, that this item of coarser tonnage will be

equal to at least 1000 tons daily in l)oth directions over the

road, independent of ths Piles Branch ; and that the in-

crease in this item will much more than compensate for

any loss in earnings, that may result from the competition

above referred to.

•> t *

h

I have no additional statistics to offer respecting the

probable traffic and earnings of the Piles Branch ; and can

only repeat my well settled convictions, that the estimated

. !U
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earnings of $500, per day, as submitted in my former re-

port, will be found quite within the actual result.

As to cost of operating, I have no additional informa-

tion since the date of my report above referred to. It was
assumed in that report that 61 J per cent of gross earnings

would pay expenses of operating, for the reason that the

annual report upon the Ogdensburgh and Lake Champlain

Railway, as published in the report of the State Engineer

of New York, showed such a result. And as this was con-

siderably above the average operating expenses of the

Railways of New York during a series of pr'^vious years,

I thought it quite safe to adopt it in my estimate.

With the great prepondorance of straight lines and levf
^

grades upon this road, as compared with the Railways

of New York; and the comparative cheapness of fuel

and labor along the line, I can see no good reason why the

operating expenses, under good management, shouldexceed

50 per cent of the gross earnings.

I must therefore, close this branch of the subject, with

the expression of my firm conviction, in view of the pre-

sent renewed investigation of the carrying trade and

resources of the country, tributary to the North Shore RaJ-

way, that the estimate of yearly net earnings submitted in

my report of April 20th 1872, may be relied upon as afford-

ing a truthful indication of the results that may be reason-

ably expectxsd, upon the final completion, and successful

operation of the line.

If this conviction shall prove to be well founded, the

conclusion must necessarily follow, that the Railway Com-

pany will be abundantly able, from the net earnings of its

road alone, to pay the interest upon its bonded debt, and

redeem the principal at maturity ; and, therefore that the
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land grant, or its proceeds, may very justly be regarded as

a bonus, to be ultimately divided among its stockholders.

The following- analysis of the principal Engineering-

characteristics of the Main Line, has been prepared,

for the purpose of showing the peculiarly favorable features

of the North Shore Railway, for the transaction of a heavy

freight and passenger traihc.

«»

PRrXClI'ATi f'IIARA<'TERI.STICS.

LKMiTll.

Milus. Feet..

Pkroe.ntagk

OF

EXTrRK I, INK.

Entire Main Line

Straight Hue, or tangents

Curved lines

(Gradients either level, or inclining 10 feet, and less per
mile

(rradients inclining more than ID, and 30 feet or legs per

mile

(Jradients inclining more than 30 feet, and less than 52 8

feot per mile

Gradients inclining the maximum of iJ2.8 feet per mile...

158
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PROMINENT POINTS UPON THE LINE.

West End of St. Paul's Market, City of Quebec.
Gosford Kailwiiy Crossing..

Swede Road
Cap Rouge River
Paradis Summit
River Noire

River Aux Pommes
Jacques Cartier River
River Port Neuf
Opposite Port Nouf Church
Opposite Desuhambault Church
River Belle-Lsle

River Lachevrotifire

St. Cusimir Road
St. Anne River
Batisuan River
Champlain River
Files Branch
iSt. Maurice River
City of Three Rivers
Point Du Lac
River St. Charles

River Aux Glaises

River Yaniachioho
Little Yamachiuho River ,

River Du Loup ,

Little River Du Loup
River Maskinnng^
Opposite St. Bnrthelenii Church
River Chicot ,

River Bayonne
Village of Berthier

River Clialoupo

Joliette and Lanoraie Railway
West End of Location, (Oct., 10th 1872)
River L'Assomption
River Ottawa (East Bank)
River Ottawa (West Bank)
Point-Aux-Trembles -

Longue Point

West End of Location (Oct., 9th 1873)
Opposite Hoehelaga Convent
West End of Surveys, Montreal

Intkkmkdiate




