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LIVES
6 F t HE

ADMIRALS, &c.

Including a new and accurate Naval
HISTORY, &c:

CHAP. i.

the naval hijlory o/GREAT-BRITAIN^
from the Union of ihe two ktngdomSy to

the end of the reign of her majcjiy queen

ANNE.

S I propofe to tnake the Onion of the two

kingdoms, the great event from whence, in

this volume, I (hall deduce our naval hi-

ftory to the prefent tiriies; and as this

event in itfelf, has had a great influence oa

the naval power and commerce of this nation ; io I think

1 cannot a£t with greater propriety, than to open this

chapter with an impartial account of that important tranf-

VoL. IV, ^ , aaion.
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2 NAVAL HISTORY
adlion. This, I take to be the more neceflary, becaufc

almod all hiftorians, and rnemoir-writers, have given way

to their pafTions and prejudices, in what they (ay about it i

and this to fuch a degree, that they not only contradidt

rnd abufe each other, but alfo darken things in fuch a

manner, that even the mod intelligent reader can hardly

:

difcern the truth. As I am not confcious of feeling in

myfelf fo much as a fpark of party heat ; as I have foine

relation to, and at the fame time an equal affection for

both countries, without the lead biafs in favour of either,

I fhall endeavour to give a clear, fuccindl, and fair ac-

count of this whole bufinefs j in order to which, I (hall

begin with the motives which induced the queen's mini-

ftry to pulh this matter fo earneftly at that time : I (hatT

next confider, :he advantages propofed to each nation

from this union, which will confequently oblige me to fay

fomewhat of the perfons who oppofed, and the grounds

of their oppofition to it -,'."< ' which, I fhall give a very

ftiort detail of the rife, ^ )fsy conclulion, and confe-

quences of it»

It had been very apparent to almoft every Englijh

miniftry, from the time the two kingdoms had been uni-

ted under one monarch, that fomething was wanting to

compleat that ftrength and harmony, which every reafon-

able man looked for from this conjund^on ; neither waj

it long, before fotne able llatefmen perceived what it wat-

that would produce this effedl ; and a national union ac-

cordingly was propofed in the reign of king Jama I. It

Vizs defeated then, as great and good deligns are generally

defeated, for want of public fpirit. The king was partial

to his country-men, and the Englijh were partial to their

country. The former thought it his duty to make all

his old dependants rich, j^ ^ manner not oy«r justifiable \

sknd



Of ^een ANNE. 3

iiad the laft defpifed the poverty of that nation to fuch a

degree, that they forgot how far their own power and

riches might fuffer from fuch treatment. Under king

Charlts I. his old hereditary fubjedts departed from their

duty to him, and, a potent faction in England inclining

the fame way, the great weight of thefe northern neigh-

bours was Toon made but too evident, by the murder of

the king, and the deftruAion of the conftitutions of both

kingdoms. After the reftauration, the politics of Charles

II. took fuch a turn, as necelTarily occafioned all though))

of a dofer Union between the two kingdoms to be laid

aGde^ it having been a maxim, during his reign, 10 make

uk of one nation to awe the other. The unfortunate king

James II. fat too (hort a time on the throne, and felt too

many cares, from the time he afcended it, to form any

t)rojedts of this nature, though otherwife, much might

have been expelled from him j for he was certainly a bet-

ter judge himfelf, of the intereft of both kingdoms, than

any prince of his line. Some thoughts there were of a

union in the beginning of king JVUliam*^ time ; but the

dfelign was dropped from the belief, or the apprehenfion,

of its being impra€licablc H

B 2 1"h B

heHT

all

* In the text, I have given a fuccinfl account of the feveral de-

figns formed tor uniting tnc two kingdoms. 1 am not i,Miorant,

that there were other attempts of that nature; fuch as in the

reign of king Charles II in the beginning of that of king Wil-

liam ; as alfo in the beginning of the qucen^s reign : but thefe

Were mere a£ls of itate policy, and not founded upon any Tttled

deiign of bringing about fuch a thing ; and therefore, as the na
:

ture of this work would not allow me to cncet into a ftrid, chro-

nological deduflion of this afFair, I thought the bell thing I could

do, W3S, to give the reader, us far as in my power lay, a true

A^te of tht matter, in the ihorteil compafs poilibk.



I

4 NAVAL HISrORT
The lord high treafurer Godtlphin^ one of the ablcft

and mod prudent minifters we ever had^ faw very foon

the expediency of fuch a thorough national union, for

the public fervice, and the necefTity of it, for hid own

fafety. He faw, that, without this, the Hanover fuccef-

fion could never take place, the war with France be efFe-

dtually carried on, or the new fyftem that he was then

introducing, be ever ellabliflied on a firm bafis. As he

was far from affedting the exercife of a boundlefs arbitrary

power, ioy to ellablifh his influence in Seeilandy he had,

through the advice of fome of the ftatefmen of that coun-

try, given way to the pafling fome a6ts of parliament

there, which enabled the people to ftand upon even-

ground with the Englijhy and put it in their power, when

they were at any time crofled, to carry things very high,

and confequently to talk much higher ^, In order to rid

'.-"." '
" •> • '^ -' '. - -" ,.-,- V

;" ''^" himlelf

!'V

•MMia

* Whatever other writers may afTert, this was undoubtedly the

fa(ft. The Englifh parliament had recommended the fuccefnon, I

mean procuring the Hanover fucceflion to be fettled in Scotland,

very earnelUy. The parliament of Scotland, inclined to make
uk' of this opportunity, to get fooie favourable conditicns (lipulated

for their trade ; and as quiet was at this time very neceflary, and in

the nature of the thing, perhaps, thedefires of the parliament of
Scotland not altogether unreafonable, they were allowed to pafs

• an aft, by ^hich, the prerogative of the crown was limited, and

peace and war were left, not only to the approbation, but to the

.
confent of parliament. This^ with anocher aft impowering the

Scotch to arm themfelves, alarmed the Englifh houle of commons
\ to fuch a degree, as to addrefs the queen, to order the militia of
- the four northern countries to be difciplinsd, and to take feme
other fleps, which had a direft tendency to plunge the two na-

' tions in a war. The treafurer, therefore, faw hinafelf under a

necefllty of bringing; about a union, to avoid thefe mighty incou-

veniencies, and to enable him to carry on his great fcheme, of
ruining the power of France ; which muft certamly have mifcaf^

ried, if thefe domcllic quarrels had comc tO rxtrcmitics.
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himfeir of thefe difficulties, the treafurer, in conjundlion

with lord $omirSf formed the fcheme of the union, which

they reiolved (hould not be a temporary expedient, but

fuch an a«5i as (hould remove all their doubts and fears ef-

fcdtually, and for ever. When they had fettled this pro-

ject to their own fatisfa<flion, they took the rdvice of

fome great ipen of the other kingdom, particularly the earl

of Stairy a man of deep abilities, and, in all the fenfes

of the word, a perfect politician. He it was who gave

them the lights they wanted ; he (hewed them how, and

by what means, his countrymen might be managed ; he

pointed out fuch as would oppofe it heartily, and fuch as

would oppofe it only till they found their account in de-

fifting from that oppoHcion, In (hort, he gave both the

plan and the lail: form to this great work, which iQade

it both plaufible and pra^icable S

In rejgard to the advantages refulting from this mea*

.

fure, to both kingdoms, they were, in the judgment of

the minillry, very great j on the fide of England efpccial-

ly, and of Scotland apparently. With regard to the for*

mer, the benefits derived from it were real and fubftantial,

but fome of them were fuch as it was not thought pro-

B ^ per

^ This notion of the earl of Stair, that if a confiderable num-
ber of the Jacobites could be brought to approve this meafure as

comxni^ioners, they y^ould be for^ to fecond it in parliament,

was cxtreamly well founded, as the event proved. Fqr, what-

ever ways and means were made ufe of, to engage the high torics

in this commiffion, to (i^o the articles of the treaty, which, (ex-

cej>t 1\^, Lockhart of Carnwath,) they all did ; yet this is cer-

tam, that they adhered to their fentimcnts ip parliament, and

pufhed the affair with effeft ; fo that, if we condder that it brooglit

about a total change of the conftitution, in^^ead of being amazed
at the difficulties it met with, we fhall be furpri'/ed, that they

were got over fo eaiily ; efpecially if we reflect on the temper of

the nation in general, and the greaf rq>ijgnance it mud have hnd
tq fome pp.rticulai points in this treaty.



6 NJFAL HISrORT
pf,r tp avow. For cxarpple, the gorernment in England

r' '^
' vrr be fafe, whilft 5rtf/A2«</ remained an indepcn-

'1, at liberty to make laws, fet up trading

jr raifc forces whenever {he thought fit ; nor

ccciTion fafc, while the parliament of Scotland;Uv I i(

had an indubi:able right to depart from that meafurc, and

a Orong pnrty was actually formed in that country for do*

parting from it. An entire, ablolutc, and uniform domi-

nion over Scotland^ was neceflary to the faifety, powcr^^

and commerce of England -y and this dominion could be

attained no other way. The danger of having princes

drawn to purfue meafures in the different kingdoms, or

to govern in England upon the maxims of northern mi-

nifters, the mifchiefs of which, had been feverely felt,

and thoroughly underftood, from the power of the duke

of Lauderdale with king Charles II. which iafted during

liPp, and which, without difputing how far it was right or

wrong, ena-'led the king to maintain, his power in both

countries, and that too in a higher degree than was very

acceptable to a great part of his fubjedls in either, was yet

recent. The other motives that were commonly infilled

upon, were thefe, viz. The uniting the interefts of both

kingdoms, which had often thwarted each other, and

thereby giving the united kingdoms, or, which was the

fame thing, England^ much greater force, and confe-

quently much greater weight abroad ; the conveniency of

bringing both nations under one form of government, the

. feat of which muft always remain fixed in England, and

confequently all advantages accruing to Scotland for the

future, miuft be drawn to, and centre there ; the extir-

pating ^he French and Jacobite intereft, where it was evl-

dentJy ftrongeft, introducing the Hanover fucceflion, fe-

curing the protcftant interefl:, giving one turn of mind to

an



trfl the people in the i/Iand, putting them under the fame

mlers, the fame taxes, and the fame prohibitions, fo as to

have but one political head, with a due fubordination of

members; thefe were confiderations fo high in them Id ves,

and of fuch certainty in thc\r confequenccs, that the bullc

of the EngJi/h nobility and gentry were no fooncr ac-

quainted with them, than they were convinced of their

utiHty, and that it was not very eafy to fet the purchafe

at too high a rate ; cfpecially, when they confidered the

mifchiefe to which they had been expofed in fomcr

times from the want of fuch a union. The miniftry had

a juft forefight of this, and gave themfelvcs, therefore,

very little trouble about preparing their friends in England^

for the reception and execution of their fcheme, bccaufe

they knew, that, whenever it was propofed and explain-

ed, it would make its own way ; and their good fenfe,

and right judgment in .tliis management, were fully jufti-

iied by the event.

The advantages propofed to Scotland, were the free-

ing that kingdom from all the grievances they had fo long,

and of which fo juftJy complained; fuch as, that their

intereft always gave way to that of England ; that their

concerns abroad were facrificed, inftead of being prote-

cted; that, with equal prejudice, they were confidered

fometimes as fubje^s, but moftly as foreigners ; that they

were difcouragcd in carrying on their trade and manufaf

^ures ; and, in line, continually upbraided with their po-

verty, while it was made an invariable maxim in Englijk

policy, to keep them poor. By this union, it was propo-

fed to make them one nation with the Englljh, and to .

admit them to a full participation of their liberties, privi-

leges, aod coiiifiierce } as alfo to a ihare in the govern.

? 4 mei^

'3.
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meht and legiflature, and a perpetual conjundtion of inter

reds at home and abroad ; fo that henceforward the go-

verunient of the united kingdom would be equally in the

hanus of perfons of both countries, which would prevent

partijjity on the one lide, and take away ipany hard(hip»

thai had hitherto been felt on the other. In ihort, it was

inftnuated, that, for the fake of peace, and general fecu-,,

rity, the Engli/h were content to grant their neighbours^

not only as good conditions as they could well expert, but

even jetier than they copld yeafonably delire ; and that, to

obtain the fpendHiip and a0iftan^e of Scotland^ the people

of England were defirous to bury in oblivion, all their for-

mer prejudices, and to contribute as far as in their power

to fupport and enrich the inhabitants of the northern part

of the iHand, aid to treat them io favourably in point of

taxes, as that they (hould have reafons to be very well

plcafed vfith the exchange of nominal prerogatives, for- real

and weighty advantages. ^ ..jLJi

Such as oppofed the union in Scotland^ were either

the friends of the Stuart family, or fuch as were from nt-

gledl or difappointment, ciifcontented under that admini-

llration. The former were in earnpft concerned for the.

dignity and independency of tne crown of Scotland^ the

honour of the nobility, and the welfare of the people^

coniidered by them as a nation having intereds feparare

from, and In fome cafes oppofite to, thofe of the Engli/h,

Thefe rafen, upon their principles, heartily diiliked the

union, and had reafon to diilike it \ But as for the male*

contents.

'* Riihop Burnet's reflexions upon this fubjcft, which he under-

fiood as well as any man, deferve the reader's notice and attention,

*• Ths treaty, fays he^ being laid before the parliament in Scoi*

land.

\ ,
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cpntcots, lh«y fct up pretences of an o-'d, and extraordi-

nary nature, and while they pretended zeal for the govern-

menU alledged, that Scotland would be prejudiced by the

union J which, according to their principles, itwasimpof-

fible to prove. There was ^ third party in Scotland^

wh/ch iQuft be allowed by men of all principles, to

have a6ted with great candour and uprightnefs. Thefe

were ftilcd the Squadrone^ and, if I might be allowed to

tranilate the word into political EngUJhy I (hould call them

. .
OH

(<

«

14

«(

land, met with great oppofition there. It was vifible, that the

nobility of that kingdom fuiFered a great din^inution by it ; fqr,

tho* it was agreed, that they (hould enjoy all the other privile-

ges of the peers of England, yet the greateft of them all, which
was the voting in tlie l^oufe of lords, was retrained to fixtee.i,

to be elected by the reft, at every new parliament ; yet there

was a greater majority-of the nobility that concurred in. voting

for the union, than in the other ftates of that kingdom. The
" commiflioners for the (hires and boroughs were almoit equally
** divided, tho* it was evident, they were to be the chief gainers

hy iti among thefe, the union was agreed to, by a very
'
kaCX majority : It was the nobility that in every vote turne4

the fcale for the union. They were feverely refledled en by
thofe who oppofed it; it was faid, many of them were bought
off to ieil their coantry, and their birthright. All thofe who
adhered inflexibly to (he jacobite intereft, oppofed every ftep

**> that was made, with great vehemence ; for they faw, that the

ur:!cn ftruck at the rpot of all thdr views and defigns for a nevv

revolution : yet thefe could not have raifed or maintained fo

great an oppo(ition as was now made', if the Presbyterians had
not been po(re(Ied with a jealoufy, that the confequence of thU
uaion would be the change of churcU-government among them,
and that they would be (wallowed up by the Church of Eng-

*^ land. This took fuch root in many, that no afTurances that
^ were offered, could remove their fears. It was iofufed in themi^

chiefly by the old dutchefs of Hami!ton, who had great credit

with them. And it was fuggefted, that (he and her fon had
particular views, as hoping, that if Scotland (hould continue a

feparate kioKdom, the crown might come into their f^iinily,

they oetng the next in blood after king James's pofterty.

«« t

«<

A*

«<

«

<«

(I

<l
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Old U^igs, They had been very inlhtmenta! in' the re-

volution, and were cordial friends to the government; but

f.om motives of ftate, which 1 (ha!l not take upon me
to explain, had been turned out of their places, ind ill e^

nough treated during this reign. Thcfe men, however,

remained firm to their principles. Which led theiri to ap^

prove and promote the union ; and they dfd it with' great

zeal. Their arguments were flrong and conclufive, atrid

made the greater impreffion, bccaufe they were difintereft-

'ed. There was, as is ufual in cafes of the like nature, a

good deal of corruption pradifed ; but all this woukl hav^t

never have carried the point, if it had not been abetted by

the indqftry and zeal of thefe worthy men. The earl of

Stairy who was not of their number, knew this, and

therefore advifed taking in them, and the country par-

ty, into the commiflion for lettHng that important trea-

ty ; but his advice was followed by the minifters only in

the latter part, which, though it amazed the world at that

lime, had however the efFedt he cxpedled from it, and

was one great crfc that the affair fucceeded fo well as

it did.

All things being thus fettled, the queen, by her com-

iTiifllon, dated at Idnftngtony the 27 th of February 1706,

in virtue cf powers granted to her by an adl of parliament,

palled vci Scotlandy appointed thirty commiifioners on the

part of Scotland, and on the loth cf April follovrng, her

majefty appointed as many Englijh commiffioners. This,

commiilxon was opened at the Cockpit, on the itth of A-

pril, I'job, TVilliam Cowper, efq, then lord-keeper, deli-

vering the fenfc of the Englijh commiffioners, and the eari

of Seafeld, lord high-chancellor of Scotland, a-Sling in like

manner on the part o« theif 90i|^0}iffiPfi^$* Q^l^e ift
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of Ma^y the queen paid them a viflt, and enquired into

the progrefs they had made. About % month after, (he

did the fatfiej and thefe inftances of royal care, had fuch

gn effedt, that on the 2 2d of July^ the commiffioners fign-

ed and fealed the articles, which were prefented to the

Queen the next day. By thefe articles, which were in

rtumber twenty-five, the two kingdoms of England and

Scotland were united, ijnder the title of Great Britain ; the

proteftant fucceflion fettled ; one parliament eftabliflied

;

the cemmon enjoyment of privileges and commerce ilipu-

lated; fhips built in Scctland, admitted under the aft of

navigation ; an equal diftribution of cuiloms and excifcs

fixed ; the duties upon fait regulated ; the land-tax adjuH-

ed in the following prc;.>onion, viz. that when England

paid i}997>736/. 8j. 4^. f. Scotland (hould pay 48,000/.

and fo in proportion -, and, as an equivalent for Scotland's

being charged with the debts of England^ there was grant-

ed to the fcfrmer by the Iatter9 the fum of 398,085/. ic
to be applied to the difcharge of the public debis of

'the kingdom of Scotland,, the capital ftock of the A-

frican and India company, with intereft at five per Cent,

and for the improvement of the manufactures and trade of

that part of the Ifland. It was alfo provided, that the

monies and weights of Scotland^ (hould be the fame with

ihofe of England^ the Scotch courts of juftice were pre»-

ferved^ together with all hereditary oflices, and the rights

and privileges of the royal boroughs ; the reprefentative of

Scotland was fixed at fixteen peers, and forty-five commo-

ners, which, though fmall in proportion to the Englijh

peers and commoners, yet was high in comparifon of the

(hare borne by Scotland, in the taxes ; the rights and privi-

leges of the reft of the peers were fully fecurcd ; fo that,

except fitting in the houfe, they were to enjoy all the pri-

viteges
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vil^ges of the peerage i and alt the laws of either kingdom,

inconfiftent with the union, were declared null and void "=•

I N the next feflion of parliament in Scotland^ the u-

pion was carried, though not without great debates, and

fome protells. In England^ it went eafier. In the houfe

Qf commons, there was little or no oppodtion ; there

would have been a very warm one in the houfe of lord^

but it was prevented by the wifdom of fir Simon Harcourt^

after vifcount Harcourt^ and lord chancellor, who drew

the aiul fo, that it would admit of no debate, but upon the

general queftion, whether it (hould, or fhould not pafs %

* The advantages on the fide of Scotland, were fuch, as ena-

bled thofe who fupportcd the union, to fay many ftrong things in

its favour; for whereas, whe^ England p^id two millions by way
of land-tax, Scotland was to pay bu( forty-eight thoufand pounds,

yet, in return for bearing a fortieth part of the expence, they had
the eleventh p^rt of the legiflature given them { and the event

has (hewn, that the power of their members in a BritiQi parlia-

ment, is not fo inconfiderable as the enemies of that treaty repre-

fented it to the parliament. There were, befides, fome other

llrong motives, which induced the better fort of t^e inhabitants

Of Scotland, to wi(h well to the union. A great part of the gen-

try e'f that kingdom* who had been often in England, and obfer-

ved the proiedion that all men h^d from a houfe of commons,
and the fecurity that it procured againft partial judges, and a vio-

lent miniftry, entered into the deiign with great zeal. The open-

ing a free trade, not only with England, but with the plantations,

and the protedion of the fleet of England, drew in thofe who un*
derfiood thofe matters, and faw, there was no other way, to make'
the nation rich and confiderable. Thofe alfo who had engaged

f^r in the defign of D irien, and were great Ipfers by it, faw now
an honourable way to be reimburfed; which made them with

vt^ell to the union, end promote it.

^ We have this fadi from bifliop Burnet, who lays it down in a
very clear and fatisfadtory manner. ** When all was agreed to,

" fays he, in both houfes, a bill was ordered to be brought in, to
** enaft it, which was prepared by larcourt j with fo particular
**

a contrivance, that it cut off all debates^ The preamble was a
** recital

•t50 ,
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It was carried in the houfe of eoixlmotl3 by a majority of

2^4, againft i6o, and was carried up t6 the houfe of lords

on the firft of Mdrch^ by the late earl of tyilmingtoH^ then

Spencer Compton^ efq; pafled in that houfe by a majority of

55, to 29) and on the 6th of March^ the queen came,

and gave her royal aflent $ upon which occaHon her ma-

jefty delivered herfelf thus. <* I conlider this union, as a
*< matter of the greateft importance, to the wealth,

** ilrength, and fafety of the whole iiland ; and at the

*^ time, as a work of fo much difBculty and nicety in its

*' own nature, that, till now, all attempts which have

*' been made towards it, in the courfe of above one hun*

** dred years, have proved iheflfedtual; and thetefote, 1

'< make no doubt, but it Will be remembred and fpoke of

•* hereafter, to the honout of thofe who have been inftru-

*< mental in bringing it to fuch a happy conciufion. I

" defire.

" redtal of the articles, as they were paiTed in Scotland, together
" witii the a£ls made in both parliaments, for the fecurity of their

" feveral churches ; and, in conclulion, there came one enabling
** daufie, ratifying all. This put thofe upon great difficulties,

** who had reiolved to obje^ to feveral articles, and to infift on
'* demanding fome alterations in them ; for thev could not come
'* to any debate about them ; they could not objed to the recital,

** it being but bare matter of fad ; and they had not ftrength e*
" nough to oppofe the general enacting claufe, nor wai it eafy to
" come at particulars, and to offer provifo^s relating to them.
" The matter v/as carried on with fuch zeal, that it paffed through
" the houfe of commons, before thofe, who intended to oppofe
" it, had recovered themfelves out of the furprize, under which
** the form it was drawn in, had put them. It did not flick long
<* in the houfe of lords, for all the articles had been copioufly de-
*' bated there for feveral days before the bill was fent up to them

;

** and thus* this great defign, fo long wifhrd and laboured for in

" vain, was begun, and happily > aded, within the compafs of
" nine minths. I'he union was to commence on the iirll: of
" May, and till thar- time the two kingdoms were Aill dillin£l^

*J^
and their two parliaments continued ihii ;u a: ".

'/
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<* defire, and exped from all my fubjedb, of both na«

*< tionsy that from henceforth, they ad with all poffibk

*^ refped andkindneis to otie another, that fo it may appear

*< to all the world, they have hearts difpofed to become qok
** people; this will be a great pleafure to mei and witt

*< make us all quickly fenfible of the good eflfedls of thif

*' union. And I cannot but look upon it as a particukvr

*^ happineis, that in my reign, fo full a proviiion is mad^
*' for the peace and quiet of my people^ and for the iccu-

rity of our religion, by fo firm an eftabliihment of the

proteftant fucceflion throughout Grtat Britaitii Gttttle*

** tifmen of the boufe of commons, I take this occafion td

*' remind you of making efie£tual provision for ,the pay-

ment of the equivalent to Scesland, within the time ap*

pointed by this ad^ and I am perfuaded> you will (hcyt

as much readinefs in this particular, as you have done

*' in all the parts of this great work.
**

It is certain, that the palling the union Wai a mortal

blow to the French] and it is no lefs certain* that the

French did not exert themfelves, as they might have done^

to prevent it. Yet, I am far from thinking with bifhop

Burnet (though I elleem his account of the union very

much) that this proceeded from an abfolute inability,

and that they did not; according to their common pradice*

try the influence of their gold, becaufe they had it not j t

fay, I do not think this, becaufe t apprehend, I (hali be a-

ble to (hew the contrary. The true reafon, then, in my
judgment, why the French wcfe fo very cool in this affair^

was this ', they thought that, though the union would de«

ftroy their intereft in Scotland entirely, if it could be efta-»

bliflied) yet, that the fufiering that law to pafs* was the

likelieft way for them to defeat it. For they depended up^

on

Lj mmrnjim
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on a back^ame, and looking upon it, as a thing certain,

that this would throw Scotland into the utmoft confufion i

they projected an invafion, not with any intention of fix-

ing the fon of king James upon the throne of Scotland^

but of making ufe of him to excite a civil war in that

kingdom, which, they apprehended, would at lead force

England to confent to the dilTolution of the union, in or-

^ to make the people oi Scotland eafy. If this had not been

their fcheme, why did they afterwards attempt the inva*

Son ? If want of money had been the only reafon for their

not exerting their influence, how came they by the

mighty fums of ready money, which that fruitlefs and

foolifli invafion coll them ? I have now done with this af-

fair of the union, and (hall only add my opinion of it free-

ly, which is, that both nations have been great gainers by

it, and thut neither have the leail caufe to complain of it*

If, on the one hand, the inhabitants of North-Britain

have not profited as much by it, as they expected, it is their

own fault ', for without induftry and application toTrade,
it is impofQble any i.ation (hould be great gainers by it s

a' i^ on the other, if the Euglijb repine at feeing fo many

of that nation in civil, military, and naval employments,

they are blind to their own intereds ; for it is plain, that,

by acting in this manner, thefe men wafte all their days

in the fervice Qi England \ whereas, if they applied them-

felves to comtnerce and manufadures, they might live hap-

pily in their own, and enjoy there, the greatcft freedom

and independency.

The war had now continued long enough to make

both fides very weary of it, and yet the Fremh were not

fofficiently humbled, to think of peace on the terms pre-

scribed to them. On the contrary, they found means this

eampaigny.
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campaign, to bring more troops into the field, thah finc.'f

the War began had hitherto appeared ; which obliged the

allies to make as great augmentations to oppofe them. Ill

ihort, as the maritime f^oWers bore the largeft in the ex-

pence, and reap^ the leaft immediate benefit from thd

continuance 6f the war, it was refolved to make the ut-

moft efforts this year to put an end to it. With this view^

the duke o(Marlborough^ and the Englijh miniltry^ concerted

feveral fchemes for pufhing the enemy on all fidesj particularl]^

in Spain, in Italyy and even in their own country; and this^

efpeciallyj by the help Of the great maritime power we: then

had in xhtMediterranean s. It would lead us into frequent and

unneceilary repetitions, if we ihall enter here into a detail

of thefe projefls, and therefore, to avoid fuch inconveni-

6ncies, we will fpeak of each in its turn, and, as near as

may be^ in the order of time in Which they were un-

dertaken.

I N refpedl to the war with Spatft, ari opinion began to

prevail in England^ that it was negle^ed, chiefly becaufe

the minillry found it impra^icable to pu(h this» and the

war in Flanders at the fame time. The duke of Marlbo-

reughi

>MMM«»

II

I .

« It ij rery furprifing, that France, after fuch a fcries of mif-

fortunes, (hould be able to make the figure that fhe did this year.

The truth, however, fecms to be, that the abfoiute power of her

government, gave her great advantages over the allies. The em-
^ror^s confenting to the evacuation of Italy, without fo much i'j

coofulting either Great Britain or Holland, w^s the great fource

of king Philip's fuccefs in Spain j and whoever confiders atten-

tively, the French fchemes for carrying on this campaigA, will ea<<

fily difcero, that they muft have met with the like fuccefs every
where elfe, if it had not been for our expedition againft Toulon,
Quincv, Hiftoire Miiitaire^ torn. v. p. a/i. Memoircs de Ja TqN
xes, torn. v. p. 69. Limiers, torn, iii. p. 230.
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rnugh^ knowing how injurious this notion was to his repu-

tation, advifed the profecution of the war in Spain this

year, with the utmoft fpirit ; the rather, becaufe of a great

reinforcement of Engli/h and Dutch troops, had been lately

lent thither : and it was very well known, that fir Cloudef-

i^ Shovel, would negledt nothing that might contribute to

the advancement of the fervice. The armj', under the

command of the earl of Galway, was very early in the

field, and promifed great things ; but, whether ,his abilities

were unequal to fuch a command, as fome have fuggeft-

ed J or, as othf s alledge, king Charles ruined his own af-

fairs, by marching back with a great body of troops into

Catalonia j fo it was, that about the middle of the month

of Jpril, the earl of Galway found himfelf under the dread-

ful neceflity at lead, as he imagined) of either ftarving, or

fighting a fuperior army. Accordingly, on the 14th of

'^nV, .the earl, with about fixteen thoufand men, ventu-

red" to give battle to the duke of Berwick^ who had twen-

ty- foul: thoufand ; and of thefe, near eight thoufand horfe

and dragoons, that were very fine troops. The EngU/h

and Dutch, were at firii; vidorious, and broke through the

enemy twice ; but the Portugueze behaved very ill, or ra-

ther^ did not behave at all, which gave the enemy an op-

pprtiinity of flanking the Engli/h and Dutch, of whom, a-

bout ten thoufand were killed or taken prifoners. The earl

oiGalway i^Km^A with the broken remains of his army,

which, however, nothing could have faved, but the timely

appearance of our fleet ^. Sir Cloudejley Shovel knowing

the diftrefs our army was in, through the want of almolt

YoL. IV. C every

^ Gee the compleat hiflory of Europe for 1707. Burnet, Oid*

nixqn, annals of ^en Anne, &c.
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eVery thing ncccfTary, fcnt fir George Byngy with a (Irong

fquadron, to the coaft of Spain for their relief. Sir Georgt

failed on the 30th of Marcb^ and coming off cape St.

Vimenty on the 15 th of y^nV, he received there the news

of our defeat.

He foon after received a mefla'' «om lord Galwdy^

s^cquainting him with the diftrefs i f/as in, and defirihg,

that whatever he brought for the ufe of the army, might

be carried to Tortofa^ in Catalonia^ to which placfc his

lordfhip defigned to retreat, and that, if poflible, he would

fave the ficic and wounded men at Denia, Gandhi and

Valencia, where it was intended the bridges of boats, bag-

gage, and ail things that could be got together, fhould be

put on board. Accordingly, be took care of the fick and

wounded men, and fent them to lortofa, where the lord

Galway propofe.^> to make a (land v/ith the poor remains

of the army. This feivict employed fir George Byng al-

moft the whole month of Jpril, and then he was in daily

cxpedaiion of being joined by fir Cloudejley Shovel, from

Lifion, either on that part of the coaft of Spain, or at

Barcelona, whither he Was defigned *. Thus all the great

things that were hoped for, from the augmentation of our

forces in Spain, were abfolutely difappointed ; and this

chiefly, through the unaccountable mifmanagementof that

prince, for whofe fervice thefe cxpenfive and hazardous

expeditions were undertaken. Let us now turn our eyes

to Italy, where we ihall find a fcene much of the fame

nature.

V I-) -

tnz

i Burchefs naval hillory, aowls of queen Anne, Memoirs tfir

Cloudefley ShovcV

#
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Thb firft defign that was formed upon Twlan, by the

duke of Sovt^f is faid to have been concerted with the fa*

mous earl of Pettrb§rough -, but his royal highnefs^ find-^

ing that nobleman had no longer any great credit at

court, he changed the fcheme entirely, and concerted

by ilia miniHers at London a new one, with the duice oi

Marlbormgh >>. This, to iay the truth, was the bed laid

defign during the war, if we except the march into Ger^

many^ which bad this advantage over it, that it was not

only laid, but executed, hy ihe duke of Marlborough^,

The taking TouUn^ if it could have bee" effefled, would

have deilroyed for ever the maritime power of Fr.^nce \

rendered her utterly incapable of carrying on any com-

merce wtth the Spanijb AmrUa^ and have diftreffed her

to Aich a d^ee at home« as muft have produced a peace,

even tupoQ wo»fe terms than had been prefcribed to her«

All /things were foon fettled between us and the duke of

&2V^ \ lie could not undertake fueh an expedition without

large fupplies of jnoney, and thefe v ^ both promifed and

paid ^im: yet^ even this would not have engaged him in

fo dangerous an attempt, if we had not given him the

flrongelt aiTurances, that our fleet too fliould conflantly

attend him \ whic^ were Hkewife punctually fulfilled. The

V.\\i\\:. -iK.] i. C?a iirik

mmtht muM

'"* *rhi9 is a v*ry Iftirk »hd perpleirtd affair; and, for uny thing

I-ctrt ptrceive, iikbft of our kiStorizta are at a bfs about it. The
truth of the matter, to me, feems to be this. The duke of Sa-

voy, and prince Eugene, £rft propofed attacking Toulon, to the

earl of Peterborough* who thereupon wrote to his court about it.

In ,the mean time, the duke of Marlborough had propofed the

fame thiog to count Maffey abroad, and afterwards concerted the

whole f(;beQie with that minifter, and count Brian^on, at London.

The duke cf Satoy, howeveri did not think fit to acquaint the

carl of PeterbbrQugh. that this project was laid afide i and this iC

wii8, if I conje£tare r^ht, that created all this Confufion.
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firft ill omen that appeared, was, the rcfolution taken hy

the emperor, to make, at this junfturc, when his forces

in Itafy (hould have been employed in promoting cur dfe-

lign, the conquelt ol" the kingdom of NapltS. In vain oar

minifters rcprefcntcd to his imperial majefty the mighty

things we had done for him and his family ; the great im-

portance of the prefent undertaking to the common caufe,

and the certainty of bis acquiring Naples without refi-

ftance after this expedition was over. In vain were the

like applications from the DuUh ; and in vain the carl of

Afanche/fer*^s journey, and the queen's letter to dtlTuade

him from that ill timed attempt, though written in the

lirongeft terms, and by her own ha.id. He alledged,

that fuch aflui anccs had been given to his friends in Naples^

that fomething fhould be immediately done for their fcr-

vice, that it wa» impoflible for him to dclift, and there-

fore, notwithflanding' all thefe applications, count Daun

had orders to march with 12,000 meti^ part of the t'roo|»

that .hould have been employed in the expedition againft

TouloTiy to invade that kingdom i which he accordingly

performed'. - ' 'qwus n. j^b ol

^' The duke of Savoy<, notwithftandiog this difappoitit-

snent, continued firm m his refolution, and it was refdved

to profecute this great defign, with the affiftance of the

Englijb fleet. Accordingly, iw-CUudeflsy Shovel having

joined fir George Byng^ near Alicant^ failed for the coafl

of ItalyJ and on the 5th of Juney came to an anchor be*

fore

* Bldiop Burntt reflefls upon this ftep taken by the emperor,

very feverely ; and, I think, with great juftice. But the emferor
went yet further ; for he fent fuch orders to prince Eugene, to

avoid, on nil occaftons, ixpoflng his troops that were to be em-
ployed in the Toulon expedition, as protea one great caufe of the

mifcarriage of the allies when they came btforc that city.
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fore /Vfftf/f with a fleet of forty-three men of war, and

fifty-feven tranfports. Prince Eugene went thither to con-

fer with the admiral ; and foon after the fleet failed for

Nice^ where, on the 29th of the fame month, the admi-

ral had the honour to entertain the duke of Savoy^ prince

Eugene^ moil of the general ofiicers, toge:her with the

Engli/h and DuUb minifters, on board his own (hip, the

JJfociatiou ". After dinner, they held a council of war,

and therein it was refolved to force a paflage over the Vor^

in which the Engli/h admiral promifed to aflill. On the

lafl of June^ this daring enterprize was undertalcen, to

the great ^ftonifljment of the Frenth^ who believed their

works upon that river, to be impregnable } and fo indeed

they had proved, to any forces in the worlds except En^

glijb feamen. The late gallant \\x J^hn Norris^ with

fome Britifis^ and one Dutch man of war, failed to the

mouth of the river, and embarking fix hundred feamen,

and marines, io open boats, entered it, and advanced

within mufket-ihot of the enemies works, making fuch a

terrible Are upon them, that their cavalry, and many of

their foot, altoniOicd at an attack they never fufpefted, be-*

gan to quit their entrenchments, and could not be prevail*

cd upon by their ofiicers to return. Sir Cloudejley Shcvel^

who followed fir John Norrii to the place of a^ion, no

. C 3 fooner

m Sir Cloudefley Shovel, though he W38 not one of the poli-

teft ofHcers we ever had, fhewed a great deal of prudence in the

magnificent entertainment he made upon this occaiion. The duke,

when he came on board the Aflbciation, found a guard of halber-

diers, in new liveries, at the great cabbin door. At the upper

end of the table was fet an armed chair, with a crimfon velvet

canopy The table confitted of fixty covers, and every thing was
fo well managed, that his royal highnefs could not forbear faying

to the admiral at dinner, " If your excellency had paid me a viCt,

** at Turin, I could fcdrce have treated you fo welU*'
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fooner faw thu eoofiidom thai ho ordered fir ^M ta

land with the feamen and marines, in order to flank tb»

enemy. This waa performed with fo much %irit, and

iir John and his feamen fcampered' over the works, the

Frittch thought inacceflabte, fo fuddenly, that the enemy

itruck with a panic, threw down their arrat, and fled

with the utnK>ft precipitation. The duke of Savoy \m4^

mediately purfued thi» advantage, and in a fingle half hou#^

palled that river, which, in the judgment of the beft offi-

cers in his army, had, without this afliftance, proved the

ne plus ultra of his expedition ". On the 2* of July, his

royal highnefs; and prince Eugene, with the Briti/h envoy,

and fir John Norris, dined aga:!« on board the admiral

;

and after dinner, they entered into a ccr^ference, wherein,

upon mature deliberation, his royal highnefs was pkafed to

declare, that fince the queen of Great'Britamy bad earnelt-

]y recommended to him the marching diredtly to Toulon^

without loHng time in the ficge of any place cf lefs im-

portance, he was refolved to comply with her majefty's

pro-

M-

" It may net be amifi, to cite on this occailon, the words of

the diTpatch, received froia the confederate camp^ July 14. N. S.

as they are printed in the London-Gazzette, N®. 4352. ** The
" admiral himfelf followed fir John Norris to the place of aAion.
** ;ijid obferving the diforder of the enemy, GoramaQded him to

" put to land, and Hanlc thetn in their intrenchmentc. His men
. •* advanced in fo undaunted a manner, that the enemy, fearing

«' to be furrounded, marched out of their works, and retired

** with great precipitation. His royal highnefs having received

*' from the admiral, an account, that we were in poiieffion of the

«' enemies works, ordered his troops to pals the river, which they

. .
•* did with fo great eagernefs, that above a hundred men were

' '' <» driven down by the violence of the flream, and ten of them
** drowned ; which was all the lofs we fuftained,in forcing a pafs,

<* where we expeAed the moft vigorous oppofition." > —Thiw

we fee this whole affdir was effected by englilh &ilors^
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irapofals smd hoped for a good concluiion of the af&ir,

Ihxough the cootiouance of her majelty's friendfhip and

affilaace, which had encouraged him to undertake it.

The army o^ the allies coniiflrd of about 35>ooo men, ^

all enured to hanUhips, commanded by officers of thfr

greateft experience, and of the higheft reputation, fupport-

ttd hy a numerous fleet, commanded by an admiral of

Juiown courage and condudt, who, upon all occalions,

(hewed the utmoft zeal for the fervice, and particularly

in this laft conference, where the duke of Savoy having

obferved, that even after Toulon was taken, himfelf and

his army might find it impradlicable to retreat ; the admi-

ral replied, " I hope better things from your royal high-

*^ neis's fortune i but, if there (hould be any appearance

*• of fuch a thing's happening, your highnefs may rely

** upon me, I will take care to fupply a fufficient num-
** ber of tranfports to embark all your troops". The duke

thanked him for his generous ofler ^ told him, he relied

chiefly on the affiftance he expeded from him, and that,

if he would repair to the iiiands of HUres^ he ihould

not long remain there, before he had advice of the aimies

being in the neighbourhood of Toulon^ and that then he

ihould expert to fee the fleet in the road ".

It is impoffible to defcribe the confuiion into v"^ hich

this march of the duke of Savvfy threw the French* Ton-

C4
•-**»•«.':- •-^'<'-Jia^

Ion

* Thus far, all things went well, becaufe all parties were a-

greed j but from this very moment, the bufinefs began to be

clouded. The duke of Savoy, what ever the reafon was, did not

make the expedition he might iiave done ; for though he began
his march from the Var, on the 3** of July, yet he did not ar-

rive before Toulon till the 15th. But when he fc und it neceflary

to make his retreat, he did it with much greater expedition, for

though he began it on the i.^ch, he reached the Var by the 19th. ^
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ion was not in any (late of defence ; they had no troop»

in that part of the country j they fcarcc knew whence to

bring them. They had then in the port, a better fleet

than they have been mailers of fince ; befides twenty-five

frigates, fire-fhips, and other veflels, of the feme fize, all

of which, they were fenfible, were in the utmoft danger

of being deftroyed p. In this diftrcfs, Lewis XIV. ftew-

ed

P I take this from the London gazette. No. 4357, in which

there is the following lift of large men of war, then in that port.

Le Terrible —
Ive Foudroyant •

Le Soliel Royal-

L'Admirable

—

Le Triumphant
L'Orgueilleux —
Le Triorophant-

Le St. Phillippe.

Le Magnifique -

Le Tonnant-

L* Sceptre

La Couronne<

Le Vainqueur-

Le Monarque
Le Pompcux
L'IntTepide

Le Neptune

Le Parfait —
LcSt. Efprit.

Lc Bizarre —
L*lnvincible <

L'Hcureux—
Le Conftant •

LEclatant—
L'Henry
L'Ecueil

Le Thouloufe

L'Eole

i<e Sericu^r-

Gung.

no
- 104.

~IOZ
—100
. 96
- 93
- 9z
- 90
- 90

90
CO
86
8($

84
80
80
76
76
7°
7Q
70
68
68
66
66

64
6z
6z
.60

-»i

^•»

.

Le

I ...

Ih;
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ed Icfs prefence of mind, than on any other occafion in

his whole reign; for he condefcended to recall the bed

officer in Framty whom he had difgraced, I mean the

maribal Catinat^ in order to coufult him ; and, after tak-

ing his advice, was prevailed upon by female intrigues, to

truft the execution of an aflair of fuch importance, to

the marflial di Tejfe^ who had fo notoriouily blemilhed

the honour of the Fttmh arms, by raifing the fiege of

Gibraltar, To fay the truth, the zeal of his fubje£ts

contributed more to the prefenration of the place, than

either the monarch's care, or the Ikill of hi* generak ; for

the nobility and gentry of the adjacent provinces, did not

content themfelves with arming and marching thither

their tenants and fervants, but even coined their plate, and

pawnM their jewels to raife money to pay the workmen

employed in the fortifications, which were carried on with

fuch amazing alacrity, that in three weeks time, the town,

as well as the port, was in a pretty good Aat^ ; and they

had

Le Content -—
Le St. Louis—
Le Fendant —
Le Varmandois*

LeTemeraire^
Le Laurfer

t/t Furieox—

—

iia Zelande ^-^

L'Entreprcnant-

LeFleuron <—

—

Le Trident—
Le Diamant-—
Lc Sage I

Le Ruby~
Lc Mercure —
L« Perle

La Meduie

Guns.
— 60
— 6a— 6a— 60— 60— 60
— 60
— 60— 58— 56— 56— S6— 54—

:)'4— 52— 5^



i

i

i^' ::i

'

26 NAKAI4 HI&fORT
\u\ befides, ia the neJghbourliOKx) (iuroe iotrcacbcd cswnpi^

which howevier^ waft aU owkkg to tfar> dilMorioe/i of the

allies 't.

SiK Clmdijhf Sbmifi with the fleet under hiai command

fiuled for the tBans^ after having nidde all tiae nece0aiy

difpofitions, for ^scuriog a £ife and conftant intercour^

between the anajr* and the dominioma of the duke^ Smtf^

upon which, the fiicoefs of the whole was thought to do-

peod. It was the 15th of July before the fiege of Touim

was formed, and on the ly-tb ^idtniral Shovii landed, vsA

affifted at a council cf war, in which many demands Mifere

made on tiie fleet for the fervicc of the arm}?} and the

admiral.promi^* ah that was in his power, which he acr

cordingly performed. One hundred cannon w«re landtd

from the fleet for the batteries, with two hundred rotm^i

of powder and (hot, and a confiderable number of feameR

to ferve as gunners; and cordage, nails and fpikes, with all

other

'^

^ One'need not wonder at the furprize the French court wis in,

when the defign of the riake of Savoy was no longer to be doubt-

ed ; Toulon was then in fuch afituation, that, if the 'duke of

Savoy had marched expeditioufly, it is not eafy to conceive how
his enterprize could hive mifcarried. They did not begin to for-

tify the city, till he paffed the Var, an<l it was the 7th of Auguft,

N. S. before M. Tefle arrived there. Fou"- days fooner, would

have given his royal highnefs pofTcfilon oi Toulon, without a blow

unlefs the French had been road enough to have Hood a florm

;

and in that cafe, the difpute mull have been over in a few

iiours. As it was, the dake of S;ivoy found the enemy as flrong

as h.mfelf, they had 'i\x thoufand men in tt^e town, and twenty-

four thoufand in the neighbourhood of it. The very moment
the allies arrived, thr> generals differed, his royal highnefs fent

orders to prince Eugene, to poflefs himfelf of raour> St. Ann,
which he refufed to do, becaufe, as I Have obferved, the emperor

had ordered him not to expofe his troops. Foul weather too

prevented the fleet fi'om landing artillery, and ammunition ; in all

this time, the enemies forces was encreaiin^, fince the allies never

had it in their power to invell Tou>Jon.
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other diings wanting for the camp (for indeod they were

but poorly furniflied) were Aipplied from Xh^ fhips ; fo that

afl^irs had a very good face till the 4th of Auguft^ when

early ia the morning the enemy, making a vigorous fally,

forced molt, or all the confederate troops out of the

woikt, and took pofleiSon to the right, where they con^

tiaued all day, and upon their going of deflroyed them,

Rawing away eight or ten guns into the town ; in which

a£lic»i there were killed and wounded on the fide of the

duke of Savoy above eight hundred men, among whom
were the prince of Sa»e Gotha^ and fome officers of di*

Ain^ion. This attempt being made with fuch numbers,

it put the troops under great apprehenfions, and the gene*

rals were of opinion, it would not be proper to carry on

the fiege, iince, while the duke of Savty's army decreafed,

the enemy continually gathered ftrength, infcmuch that,

on the 6th of Augu/lf his royal highnefs de/ired the ad-

miral would immediately embark the fick and wounded,

and withdrz^w the cannon, in order to his raifing the fiege,

which from this time was turned only to a cannonading

and bombardroeot. His royal highnefs alfo informed him,

that he purpofed to decamp the loth in the morning, and

defired that the fleet might accompany the army as far as

the Var ; whicb being done, it was propofed to carry the

duke, prince Eugene, and the troops which could be fpared

for fervice in that country, on board the fleet to Spain

:

but iince there was not any thing determined in this af-

^ir, the admiral foon after fhaped his courfe down the

StreightSy as we ihall fee hereafter '.

The

' Many reafons were afllgned for the raifing this ficge : I (hall

nentioa only a few. It wa^ faid, that 6r Clouijen>' Shovel dif-

gufted
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Th£ very day the army began to march» the fleet

drew as rear the place as poflible, and five bomb veflels

fupported by the lighteft frigates, and all the boats of the

men of war, under the command of rear-admiral Dilka^

advanced into the creek of fort St. Lnvit^ and notwith-

fianding a prodigious fire from the place, bombarded the

town and harbour, from noon till five the next morning,

and this with all the fuccefs that could be expcdtcd. By#

this means the land-army had time to quit their camp at

La Villette^ which they did in five columns in great fafety^

the enemy having lomething elfe to do than to purfue them

;

and as to any attempts afterwards, his royal highnefe put

them pretty much out of their power by marching, in

two days, as far as in his approach to the place he had

marched in fix. This end had the famous fiege Of Toulon,

from whence the confederates hoped, and the French fear-

ed fo much. To fpeak impartially, one may fafely fet

the faults of both generals againll each other. If the duke

of Savijy had arrived 4 week fooner* he had carried his

point:

gufted the dulce of Savoy, by detaining the payment of bis fub-

Idics, which were doe on his paffing the Var^ 1 apprehend, how-
ever. tKis h{\ could not be true, fmce the adnniial failed the next

day ; and therefore, he muft either have paid the money, or

his royal highnefs would not have flirred a foot further. Biftiop

Burnet, fays, that the duke was afraid of getting to Toulon be-

fore the fleet, and in that cafe, he would have wanted provifions s

{.11 our Gazette's contradift this, and Ay that if he had arrived

there fooner, he mull have taken the place, and all the French

magazines. I think there are three fubftantial reafons which can-

jBOt be difputed, and which fufHciently account for the failing of
this defign. Firft, the want of twelve thoufand imperialifts, which,

«s I have faid, were fent to Naples. Secondly, the difegreenncnt

petwixt his royal highnefs, and prince Eugene. Thirdly, the

'treacherous correfpondence held by the countefs of Soiflbni, fiAer-

in-Iaw to the prii ce, and the duke*s near relation, of which we
itare as account in the London Gazette, N°, 436$.

5 (

m
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poitit : and if, on the other hand, mar0ial Tfjf had under*

ftof^d his^ufinefs, as well as marihal Catinaty his royal

highnefr had returned without an army '• After all, thia

bufinefs, though it mifcarried in the main, proved of great

fervice to the allies, and had many happy confequences,

which perhaps ought to ballance the cxpencc of it; for

befides the great damage the Frenfh fullained in their (hip-

ping ; the burning and deftroying of eight of their capita!

fliips ; the blowing up feveral magazines $ the burning of

above one hundred and ilxty houfes in Toulon^ and the de-

vaftatidns committed in Provenct by both armies, to thd

value of thirty millions of Fremh livres ; . this enterprize

(which ftruck a greater terror throughout aU France^ than

had been known there during the wholes Heign of Lnvis

XIV.) brought thefe further advantages to the common
caufe, that it caufed a great diveriion of the enemies forces

whereby their army ixx Germany ^2.% weakned, the duko

of OrUani's progrefs after the battle of Jimanza, retarded «

ia Spain ^. the fuccouring of NapUs prevented; and the

conqudls of the allies in Italy fecured. I mut^ obferv^

further, that as no prince in the world j^new better than

Ihe duke of Savi^ how to repair fauks^ and recover paft

mifcarriages j (6 he gave on this occaiion a noble proof of

liis high fpirit, and great prefence of mind^ by inveiling .

the important fortrefs of Suza^ which fi^rendered at difcro'

.

%^*' y^/tt .LU:^.. tion.

*?.'i .

T : • triiijiik the opinion bf alt the French Writers, and ieems to be
founded on truth ; for it is certain, that, except 'he lofs his

r6yaX highnefs fuftatned by fo quick a march, and the defertion

that attended it, he was very little incommoded by the purfuic

of the enemy ; and yet the fiege and the retreat «re iaid to haw
coaft him thirteen thoufand men. Hiiloir^? Militaire, par M.
Q^incy, torn. v. p. 369. Memoiresdeb torrer, toto. v. p. 67.
Hirtoire de I-wis xiv. ton. v. p. 44i» 1 'O ^wnKii -^'T^t
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ttoti) inn the 24th of Stptmber^ and thereby gave him an

bpen paflage into Daupbint^ at the fame time, Aat it to-

iMfed hkn to fliut the ^rfn^^ efi^dtualljr out of lus domim*

/..Our admiral not a Iktk cbagrin'd at the mifcarriage of

«n expedition upcxi which he had fet his heart, after hav*

.

jng aiEgned fir Thomas Dilkes a fquadron of thirteen fail

for the Ahdittrrantan fervicet failed wkh the reft of the

Ifieet from Gidraitat, On the z^d of Oiiober^ he had

ninety fathom inrater in the ibondings, in the afternoon ht

brought the fleet too and lay by. At '^x in the evening h«

tmdt Alii again, and dcxxi away onder hiacottrfes, whence

Ht is prefumed, hfe believed /he faw the light c^SeUfyi foon

^fter which he made %nab of danger, at kircfel otiiet

ihlps did. Sir Gorge Byng who was Ihto within lefs filan

lialf a mile to the windward of him, !(aw the hreachcB tsS

the fea, and foon after die roclts, called, thei^^A^ 4ftd

h's Orris ', upon which^ the admital :ftnick, &nd mtWo
«unutes thec^ was nciching more of him, or his ihlp leeow

Sefidei the>^/j/i0», ^ic Muglit captain Jidbtrt Hameek

%rf feventy guns^ and th^^mnty^ captam M^fUUm CO^M
jQfty guns pertthed : the J^Mroud i^efliip Was \qSl \ik^

^ifei but captain P/^^ wbocommanebd her, and moft

wf the company were ft?ed : the Bhmnx Fir^ipi^ tom-

fltanded by capraia Saufim ran ^ifhore .* bnt was happily

^ot off again. The Royal Anne^ in which fir George Byng

bore his flag, was faved by the prefence of mind of the

officers and men, who in a minutes time fet her top-fails,

irhen (he was within a (hip's length of the rocks. Lbrd

Durflfy
tn

' Burchet's naval hiftory, compleat hiftory of Europe* fir

1707, Burnet, Oldmixon, anaals of queen Anne, &c. ..-.„,-.

^

V'}
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Dttrjky in title St, Gmgi^ ran as great hazard, and was

favod by mere accident ; iie ftruck on the feme rocks with

fir Ckudefley^ and that wave whfch beat out the tdmrraPs

lights, fet his (hip afloat. The dajr after this unhappy at-

^ent, forae country Wtows toolc up faClmdtfley Shmf^

body, ftripp'd him, and buHed him in the fand ; but the

boats crew of the SaHsbury^ and the Anukpt having dtf-

coidred it^ dug him up again, put his corps on board thb

Salitbtity^ by whom it was brought home to Pfymmth on

the 28th of O^obir^ conveyed thcncfe to Lcndon, and

burled with great folemnity in W^fttdnfttr-Mttf^ whdre <i

tnagdificent tomb Was foon after «re<5ted to his memory

"

. - RfiAR-adrnffal DWi^i^ with the ii^dron appointed %x.

^tMUitenan^an feirvlce, faited from Gibraltar on the

$^ €^<Uf»ber^ 4n order to have eficorted a convoy of

troops, ^nd p^ovifiolIS kom Uafy to Gataima* Bat when

•he #lil fome leigues w«(bward of Barceknay he rfeceked

-tonx^ 6Xpiefies> ^eiifftig that he WouM <et^tdr that pott, hit

smhodicfc thajdfty Jitf^iHng fome matters of gneat tOtlft-

4utfnce to communidXte to him. The admiral according-

ly ftfpaired thither, iind found ^at the pHncipal point m
l^ibW With his e^hofiift majefty was, the reduAion of the

Iflahd of ^ardikia, and the defenfcc of the CatAlminn

iCbadsL T^se propofitioh made by his niajcfty, not fquar-

ing with the orders fir Thomas Dilkes had already recehred,

he found himfeif undct a nccdHty of waving in tlie beft

• ^ matiuer

* We (ball have occsfidn to fpcak, hereafter, more at large of
this onfortuimte event, when we come to the memoirs of this

admiral. There were near nine huitdred pei'fons en board the

afibciation when (he was loft, and bot a foul efcaped. The chap-
Iain happened to go on board another (hip that morning, in order

• to admioifter the facralnent to fome dying people, and by this

meam his life was iaved.
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manner he could, complying with what his cathoHck mfl«

jefty defired ; and fince the care of the embarkation in

Jtaly^ was particularly recommefidcd to him, by his in*

ilrudions, he failed from Barctlona on the 2d of I^ovim^

btr\ but meeting with hard gales of wind, his fquadroQ

• was feparated, and could not join again before the,i4th»

when, being oflf of cape CorficCy he received a letter from

the king of Spain^ which contained an account of the lofs

:of Lerida, and of the great danger of 7ortcfa and Tirra-

g9Ha» He arrired at Leghorn the 19th of Nevember^ but

«;met in the road with fo teirible a ftorm, that almoft every

ihip in his fquadron fuSered by it. At his coming into

•the road, he demanded a falute of feventeen guns, which

-was refufed h'm : upon this, he wrote to her majelty's

minifter at the court of the grand duke, who complained

.of this piece of djfrefpedt. The fecretary of ftate fent

jhim foon after an anfwer, importing, that the ca(Ue of

'^Leghorn never faluted any flag under the degree of & yico-

admiral fird; and therefore iir Thmas Pilkes^ being a tetr-

. admiral only, had no right to expedl it ; and /as to

I
the number of guns, fir CloudiJIey Shovil was content

with eleven, and returned the fame number/". Qn the

ill, of Decembery this difpute being adjufted, he ly^ in-

vited on ihore, and died a few days afterwards of a fqver,

^•caufed, as mod people imagined, by an Italian dinn^r.ri,!

4y^ Upon his deceafe, the command devolved on cz^uj^jper

Hicksy who was the next fenior officer, and who failed

from
p'— « I I .I m^———> iM.M 11 iMi^ifcM— mmmm^mmmmrimmmmammmmtamm^m

^
'^ The court of Tufcany was a!! along majnifeflly partial to the

f French, and this demand of fir Thomas JDilkes, was founded

^ upon fome extraordinary civih'ties that had been paid to French
"flags. The feamen always looked upon the admiral as a,martyr
.'for the honour of his country, and I wonder that nobody jias

^ touched on this matter in print. See Biuchet's naval hi^qr)',

f P-736.
•i;-» : is. .i.\i '^-K u;^ :J
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from Leghorn to the coaft of Gtnoa^ where crtibarking

the troops at Vado^ a little town to the weftward of Savona

he efcorted them fafely to Spain^ and then proceeded with

his Iquadron to Lijhon^ where he received orders to put it

in the beft condition he could, againfl the arrival of fir

*j9hn Leakey who was coming with the title of admiral,

and commander in chief from England. It may not be

amifs to obferve, that this year the enemy had a conflder-

able force in the Mediterranean^ which relifeved their party

in the ifland of Minorca^ and did other ferviccs in thofe

parts
't
but it was in a manner by Health, and in the ab<^

fence of our fleet, which, as the reader has feen, was

then before Teuhn, 1 (ball conclude this fubjefl with ob-

fcrving that, how ill foever our affairs went in Spain^ it

\fi2tB owing entirely to the difpules amongft our land-oiE-

cers> and the mifmanagements induced thereby : for, at

fca, art things went well j our fleets and fquadrotis did all

that could be expcdted from them, and it feeiiied to be

our misfortune, that it was not in thcit- power to do all

that was to be 4one *. If it had, Wc had certiinly car-

ried our ppiiit, and king Philips in fpight of all the great

fuctours he received from his grand-father, had been oblig-

ed to quit his pretenfions to Spain, and the Indies. Bur^

as bifliop Burnet has (hewn, the Aujlrian politics at this

Juncture, fell in with the Frsmh; and yet we continued

to ferve that auguft boufe, not only at the expence of our

intereft, but as it were ii^.fpighc of their teeth ^

Vol. iVi
'

D Befors

* COmpleat hiftory of Europe, for 1707. Burner, Burchet,

Oldmixon. annals of queen Aniif , &;c.

y As this is a very extraordinary affertion, I think myfelf obliged

tf cite bilhop Burqct't own words. " The •ourl of France find-
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Before I return to the confideration of affairs neater

home, it will be propei to fay fomething as to a fecrct

treaty between the queen of Great Britain^ and king

Charles III. of Spain^ becaufe that was the real fource of

Come very great events, which afterwards happened, though

there is very> little mention made of this treaty in any of

our hiftories. Mr. Stanhopey afterwards earl of Stanhope^

and a great miniUcr here, then managed her majefty's af-

fairs with king Charles, He, reprefenting the zeal with

which Great Britain had always fupported his catholic

majelly, and the immenfe expence (he had been at, in or-

der to ellablifh him on the throne of his anceftors, pre-

vailed on him, partly out of gratitude^ and partly from

a fenfe of the necelHty he lay under, of depending ftill on

our protection, to conclude fecreily a treaty of commerce,

extremely favourable for thcfubjedts oiBritain^ and which,

in cafe that prince had been firmly eflablilhed on the

throne of Spain, muft quickly have reimburfed the nation

all fhe had laid out for the fervice of his catholic majedy.

By it, the Engli/h alone were intrufted with the Barbary

trade, and were to import into all the maritime places in

Spain^ fuch kind of goods from thence, as (hould appear

to

I
J'

if'

*' ing they could not prevail on the king of Sweden, made a pub-
*' lie application to the pope for his meditating a peace. They
<* offered the dominion in Italy to king Charles ; to the States,

" a Barrier in the Netherlands, and a compenfation to the doke
*' of Savoy, for the wafte made in his country ; provided that,

<* on thofe conditions, king Philip fhould keep Spain, and the
" Weil- Indies. It was thought the court of Vienna wiflied this

** project mi^ht be entertained ; but the other allies were fo dif-

'* gufted at it, that they made no fteps towards it. The court
*' of Vienna did what they could to confound the defigns of this

" campaign, for they ordered a detachment of twelve tboufand
« men to march from the army into Lombardy, to the kiogdoi:!

" of Naples, &c."
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Co them proper, and without paying any higher duty^

than if thofe goods were adtually the growth and mer-

chandize of Grtat Britain. The Englijh merchants rc-

fiding in Spaing were to give lecurity for their duties, and

were 10 pay them fix months after the goods were land-

ed, a4id fold« A new book of rates was to be eflabliflied,

and all merchandizes, only omitted therein, were to pay

feven ptr Cent, ad valtrem^ according to the invoice. Thcfe

Advantages were in themfelves very great -, but there were

ftill greater fecured by a feparate article, in which it was

ftipulated, that the whole commerce o" the Spani/h Weji^

India fliould be carried on by a joint company of Spanijb

and Britijb merchants : but becaufe this could not be im-

mediately carried into execution, fince Spain and the Indies

were then in the hands of king Fhiiip, it was further ftipu-

lated, (as far as king Charles could confent) that her Z?n-

tannii majefty (hould, for the prefent, trade freely in all

the pons of the Wejl-Indies^ with ten (hips, each of ihc

burthen of five hundred ton, under the efcort of as many

(hips of war as her majefty fliould think projwr. Franct

was to be for ever excluded from this commerce i and

if, at any time afterwards, either of the contra(fling par-

ties fljould depart from this agreement, then they were

to forfeii all the advantages granted them by this treaty $

which wa3 figned the loth of July^ 1/07, by the minifters

of his catholic majefty, and Mr: Stcnhope *,

D 7 Th%

» Somft people have a^efted to doubt, whether there ever wa«

fuch a treaty as this ; but that was only at a time, when there

was a jneceility of keeping it fecrel. Doflor Swilt, who wrote

the conduct of the allies, and who had as good 1 ghts as any wri-

ter of that time, fays a little difingenuou fly. *• Qur trade with
** Spaiti was referred the fame way ; but this, the^ will pretend
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The perfon who was entruftcd to carry this important

treaty to London^ embarked, for the greater expedition, on

board a fmall vel??l bound for Genooy which vcflel was un-

luckily taken by a French privateer. The exprefs, as is

ufua] in fuch cafes, threw his mail over board ; but, the

French captain promifing a confiderablc reward, in cafe it

could be recovered, a negro flave undertook to dive, and

bring it up ; which he performed, and it was immediately

tranfmitted to the marquis de Torci^ the French king's mi-

niller for foreign affairs, who took care to fend a copy of

it, very fpeedily, to the Hague^ where it made a great

imprclTion on the States-General^ though they did not

think fit to complain of it, but contented themfelves with

giving, as far as they were able, fuch a turn to the war,

as might render it beneficial to themfelves ; and ever after

affifted his catholic majefty but cooly, and no farther thaa

they were obliged by treaty. It afterwards was converted

into a reafon for concluding a negotiation very favourable

to their trade with the Dutch^ wherein, amongft other

things, it was agreed, that, whatever advantages we (houM

obtain from Spain^ the Dutch fiiould enjoy the like ; which

treaty.

*i

''^h

'* to be of no confequence, becaufe that kingdom was to be under
** the houfe of Aaflria, and we have already made a treaty with
'* king Charles. I have indeed heard of a treaty made by Mr.
" Stanhope with that prince, for fettling oar commerce with
'* Spain : but, whatever it were, there was another between us

<* and Holland, which went hand in hand with it. I mean that of
<* the Barrier, wherein a claufe was inferted, by which alladvan-
<* tages propofed for Britain, are to be in common with Holland**'

Swift's mifcellanies, vol. iii. p. 3. The obfervation I would make,

is, that the fad here laid down, is by no means true : the Barrier

treaty, and this with Spain, could not be carried on to^^ether,

fince the one was iigned the loth of July, 1707, aqd the other

on the 29th of October, 1709. As to the treaty itfelf, the in'

quifitive reader may, if he pleafes, confult Lamberti, vol iv.

p. 592.
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treaty, if it was ever intended (hould be fairly executed,

would have been very injurous to us, fince, while we

bore the whole burthen of ths war, it would have taken

from us all hopes of recompence in time of peace, fincc

to (hare the Spanljb trade with the Dutch by treaty, was

very little better than agreeing to give it up to them in

a fliort fpace of time *. This fecret negotiation had ftili

further confequenccs, fince it gave the French an oppor*

tunity of fuggcfting in a feparate treaty, that article upon

which the fouth-fea-company is founded, and without the

affiftance of which, the intelligent part of mankind know

very well the peace of Utrecht could never have been

made, or the public d4)ts brought into that fituation in

which we now find them ^ From thcfe remarks on fe-

cret treaties, let us return now to the open operations of

the war.

At tlic time that our fleets wer.; every where fuperior to

thofe of the enemy, our trade fufFered, in almoft all

parts of the world, by their fmajl fquadrons of men of

war, as well as privateers. This, though it fell heavily

D 3 upon

• I have here attempted to explain the matter, as it appears to

ine, fairly, and naturally, by making part of the Barrier treaty,

a confequence of the Dutch being acquainted with our fecret treaty;

though, perhaps, at the negotiation of the Barrier treaty, {%

might not be mentioned in direft firms. For the affairs of our

miniftry began then to be pretty much perplexed, and the nstural

conicquence was, the confidering their own fupport, more than
the intereft of the nation ; which is the cali? with every declining

mniflry. and has been more fatal to us, than all the efforts of
our enemies.

^ In my laft note, I have a little dfgrcffed in point of time,
and therefore I mull refer the reader for the verification of this

faft, to what I fliall be obliged hereafter to fay, in refpe<5l to the
caufes and confequences of the treaty of Utrecht, in which I

iiall take particular notice of this article.
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upon us, was a plain proof of the weaknefs of the French

power ; fince it never can be conceived, that fo haughty

a prince as Lewis XIV. would have Hooped to this pyra-

tical way of carrying on the war, if he could have main-

tained it in a manner more honourable ". Sir Thomas

Hardyy who had commanded a fquadron in the found-

ings a year before^ and who had this year been employed

on the coaft of Ireland^ to protc<5l the Eaji-India fleet;,

was, in the beginning of the month of Jufyy ordered to

cfcort the Lijbon trade. Sir Thomas^ purfuant to this or-

der, failed with the fquadron under his cemniand, an4

the outward bound merchant-men. But being fever^l

times forced back by contrary winds, it was the 2;^th of

j4ugujl^ 1707, before they got ninety-three leagues off the

Lizard, About half an hour after two that afternoon*

captain Kirktown^ in the Defiance^ who was in the rear

of the fleet, made the fignal of feeing fix fail, which be*

ing alfo feeti about three, right a-fl:ern from the maft-

head of the Kent, Sir Thomas Hardy brought too for the

rear, that were a great way off, and fpread very much,

, to come up with the body of the fleet, confiding in all of

^bove two hundred fail ''. , . , ,,

Between

#

v.

\m

111

c This conduft of the French king, in the fituatlon his affairs

were then in, /e muft allow to be extreamiy prudent. He found,

;hat fitting out great fleets was an expence be could not bear ;

that the allies were too flrong for him at fea, and therefore it was
requifite to employ fhips in Ibme other method, for his own fer-

yice, and h\s fubjefts advaptage, which put him upon lending

his men of war to fuch merchants as were willing to fit them out
for privateers ; and the fquadrons of Forbin, and Guai-Trouin,

were equipped on this account.

«» Sir Thomas's orders were dated the 2d of July, 1707, and
Ipy ;bem he v(as dire^ed tQ convoy ail the outward-bound fhips

chae
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' Between three and four o* clock, fir Xhomai Hardy

perceiving, that the fix fail came up with him a-pace, not-

withftanding it was little wind, and ^he^eby judging they

might be feekers, made the fignal for the (hips that were

to continue with him, to chafe to windward, and alfo cha-

fed himfelf with them, both to prevent thefe fix fail from

taking fome of the heavy failors, and to try to come up

with them, in cafe they were enemies. About five, the

fix fail were feen from the Kenth deck, making all the fail

they could before the wind after the fleet. Soon after,

they (hortened fail, and brought to, to fpeak with one

another i whereupon, fir Thomas Hardy believing them to

be the French fquadron, mentioned in his orders, made the

fignal for the Lifioti, fleet to part, whilfl he, with his own

fquadron continued to chafe to windward, the enemy, who

had formed themfelves in a fine of battle. About fix, the

fix fail bore away, and flood to the eaftward of him, and

he, with his fquadron, tacked after them, and continued

the chafe till near feven o'clock ; but then confidering that

it was almoft night, that the fix fail were then hauled too,

D 4 and

that were ready to fail, and fee them fafe about 120 leagues

beyond the land's-end, and then to detach with them fome men
of war, under the command of captain Kirktown ; and himfelf,

with the reft of the fliips under his command, to cruize in fuch
ftation, or ftations, as ihould be thought (upon adviflng with the
feveral captains with him) the molt proper, for meeting with, and
protefiing the homeward- bound Lisbon trade. This order fur-

ther direfted, that in cafe fir Thomas Hardy, fhould in his paffage
from Spithead into the foundings, get fight of the fqu.idron of
French (hips (which had been lately feen ofF the Lizard) he was
forthwith to detach captain Kirktown from him on his voyage
to Lifbon, as before direfted. And he, with the reft of the (hips

under his command, to give cbace to, and ufe his utmoft endea-
vours to conic up with, and take and deftroy the faid Ihips of the
enemy ; but if he found that he could not come up with then),

be was to cruize in the foundings, as before dire^d*
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to his advantage ; for he not only efcaped all cenfure, but

continued to be employed, and acquired greater honour

from the clearing up this charge, than he could have done

by barely convoying the fleet, if no fuch accident had

happened *,

Towards the latter end of Aprils a large fleet of

fhips bound for Portugal and the Wejl-Indieiy and making

in all, a fleet of flfty-flve fail» had a convoy appointed

them, confiding of three men of war, the B,oyal Oaky of

76 guns, captain Baron fp^ylde, commander and commo-

dore ; the Grafton^ of 70 guns, captain Edward ASlou ;

the HampU^-Courty of 70 guns, captain George Cle-

ments, They failed on the firft of May^ from ihe.Dwvw,

and fell in, on the fecond, with the Duikirk fquadron,

commanded by M, Forbin, confiding of ten men of war,

a frigate, and four privateers. The commodore drew five

of

* The prefident of this council of war, was fir John Leakf,

Sent, vice-admiral of the white. It was held onboard her ma-
jcfty*s fliip the Albemarle, OAober 10, 1707, in Pertfmouth

harbour; and the captains who, with the prdident/ figned hit

acquittal, were, Hovenden, Walker, Henry Lumley, Stephen

Martin, T. Meads, Henry Gore, Charles Stewart, J. Paul.

After this, the proceedings were laid before the queen in council,

where all was heard over again, but nothing appeared which coul(^

any way impeach the honour of fir Thomas Hardy, or the offir

cei3 who i^uquitted him ; however, to oblige the merchants, the

fentence was tranfmitted to the admiralty, and there it was ex-
amined before his Royal Highnefs the lord high admiral, and the

following flag'offioers, admiral Churchill, fir Stafford Fairhorne,

fir John Leake, fir George Byng, fir John Norris, and fir James
Wifliart, who all approved the ^ntenceof the court-martial, and
gave their opinion under their hands. Ont vouid have imagined,

that here the thing mufi have ended, but it did not ; for as foon

as the houfe of commons fat, a motion was made, that fir Tho^;

mas Hardy Ibould attend ; which he did, and gave fo clear an ac-

count •( his conduA, that the veiy members who had promifed

^0 fappor^ ti^e complaint, ^efired it might be difmiiTcd.
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of the ftouteft merchant-fhips into the line, and fought

bravely two hours and a half ; but then, captain J^on
being killed, and his fliip taken, and the Hampton-Court

foon after iharing the fame fate, after having funk the Sa^

lijhury^ then in the hands of the French^ by her fide ; the

commodore thought proper to fliift for himfelf as well

as he could, which it was not very eafy for him to do, as

he was immediately after attacked by three of the largeft

French men of war, and had deven foot water in his hold.

He difengaged himfelf, notwithftanding, and with great

difficulty, ran on (bore near Dungeneffe^ from whence he

foon got off, and brought his (hip into the Downs, But

while the men of war were thus engaged, the lighteft of

the enemies frigates, and their privateers, took one and

twenty of our merchant (hips, and carried them, with

flic two men of war, into Dunkirk, The moft extraor-

dinary thing that happened in this engagement, was the

conduft of a midlhipman, on board the Hampton-Court^

who, while the enemy were employed in plundering the

(hip, conveyed captain Clements^ who was mortally

grounded in the belly, into the long-boat, into which

himfelf, and feven of the failors crept through the port-

holes, and concealed tbemfelves, as well as they could,

under the thouls. The enemy in the mean time, driving

with the flood, when they thought themfelves at a fuffi-

cient diilance, they fell to their oars, and had the good

fortune to get into Rye harbour on the third of May '.

This affair made a very great noife, the merchants afHrm-

ing, that there was time enough for the admiralty to

have acquainted commodore Tf^ylde^ that the Dunkirk

fquadron

lifi^;;,

1^*:

m\» I

^ See tl»e l^ondon Gazette, N<* 4329.
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fquadron was at fea ; which, in all probability, might have

enabled him to have efcaped this misfortune '.

The French^ according to their ufual cuftom, magni-

fied this fuccefs of theirs exceflively j for they aflertcd,

that befides the three men of war, there was a frigate of

forty guns fent to ftrengthen the convoy, and that the

fleet of merchant-men connfted of fourfcore fail, of

which they took twenty-two, and made 1200 priforers.

In Forbin*s memoirs, we have fome very extraordinary

circumflances ; fuch as, that he engaged the commodore

himfelf, snd killed him with a mufket-fhot through a

port-hole, while he was giving his orders fword in hand,

between decks, and afterwards made himfelf mailer of his

(hip $ in which, as we have feen, there is not one word

of truth : and all that can be faid in excufe of the French

relation is, that M, Forbin miftook the Hamptott'Court

for the commodore. All the French relations, however,

do us the jullice to own, that our captains behaved ex-

treamly well, and that their victory coft them very dear.

The French king, as foon as he had advice of this engage-

ment, promoted M. Forbin to the rank of chef d*efcarde,

and gave him likewife the title of count \ which he foon

after

s Thefe fa£ls depend upon the reprefentations made by the

merchants to parliament, in the enfoing fefiion, and the anfwer

to that reprefentation, by the council ot the lord high admiral,

in his royal highnefs's name* It is, I think, not a little impro-
bable, that the admiralty (hould have any treacherous defign;

but, there is .iOthing more likely, than that fome upder officenk

of that board, might fend copies of letters, orders for convoys,

fnd fuch like papers, at the hazard of their necks ; as the stty

fame year Gregg did from the fecretary*s ofHce, for which he fuffer*

ed at Tyburn, and people vtty unjuftly afperfed his mailer*

^ Hifloire militaire, torn. v. p. 68. P. Daniel, p. 244. Forbin*^

inemoirs. |n fome c^ tbefe relations, the pumber of prifoners it

C9m«
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after merited by an extraordinary exploit, of which we

are next to give an account.

The Rujia fleet being this year very numerous, and

very richly ladcin, fir Benjamin Ayhffe being then governor,

and feme other principal merchants, applied themfelves to

the admiralty, in order to know v/hat convoy they might

expect, and particularly took notice of the apprehenfions

they were under, from the Dunkirk fquadron ; they were

told, that they (hould have one fourth, and two fifth rates,

with which they were yrtxy much diflatisfied. To make

them in fome meafure eafy, fir William Whetjlone had or-

ders to convoy them beyond the iilands of Shttland* Ac-

cordingly the fleet, confiding of about fifty merchant-men,

failed, and were aiStually convoyed, as far as his inftruftions

directed, by admiral Whetjlone^ who left them about three

weeks before they were taken, to proceed on their voyage,

under their proper convoy. Sometime after, captain Had'

dockf who commanded, made a fignal of his feeing eleven

fail of the enemies Ihips, which fome of the fleet not re-

garding, but trulling to their good failing, fifteen of them

fell into the enemies hand, off* the ifland of Kildim^ on

the coaft of Laplandy on the iith of July-y and the reft of

the fleet, confiding of about forty fliips, with their convoy

of three men of war, by the favour of a hard gale, and a

thick fog, got into Arch-Angel K The accounts we have

of

computed at iioo, and the value of the prizes at 5,000,000 liv.

that is ab«ut 250,000 I. flerling ; wiiich is a little incredible,

confidering they took fo few (hips : but, as the French, had no-

thing to confole them for their mighty lofi*es, but thefe little ad-

vantages at fea, we need not at all wonder, that they took fo

much pains to magnify them.

.
* One captain Nenyon mailer, commander of the fliip Nenyon

and Benja nin, madw oath before the houfe of lords, that, on or

about
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of this affair, are remarkably dark, and embarrafl*ed, which

were calculated, probably, to juftify the condu^ of the

prince's council, and admiral fVhetflont, who were much
complained of; but the French accounts are clearer, though

a little exaggerated.

AccoK DING to them, M, Ftrbin, failed again from Dun-
iirk^ on the laft of May^ with the fame fquadron \ and oti

the nth of Julyf perceiving the Engii/b fleet, he immedi-

ately fell in with them, took nineteen fail j but being too

far from any port of Francey to think of carrying them in

with fafety, he firft utiloaded, and then burnt them. In the

memoirs which go under his name, the matter is carried

(till farther ; for he aflerts, that he took twenty, of which

he burnt fifteen. That, afterwards, he took four mor«\

and when they got into the harbour of Kildiniy he likewife

took four, and burnt eighteen ; but he agrees, that foon af-

ter, he deftroyed all his prizes, and computes the value of

the goods he preferved, to 1,200,000 livres. I fufpeft there

is fame confuiion and miftake in thefe accounts, bee <ufe I

find, that on the ift of Juguji following, he deftro>ed the

J^utch homeward-bound fleet from Archangel', ard 3; fa-

ther Daniel computes the (hips taken, and burnt, in both

enterprizes, at for./ fail, I am inclined to think him near-

er

about the 9th day of July, 1707, his (hip, with eleven or twelve

others, were unfortunately taken in their voyage to Archangel,

by the chevalier Forb;n*s iquadron, confiding of feven French

flups of war ; that his (hip was the 6r<l taken, and he was Im-

jini^iately carried on board Forbin, who demanded of him, wLd<

liumber of (hips for convoy the Enj^Iiih, bound for Archaoge],

had with them. He anfwered, twelve fail : to which Forbin rC'

plied,, he fpake what was falfe; for there were only three Ihtps of

war, convoy to the Englifh fleet : Forbin then declaring, that be

knew admiral Whetitone with his fqoadrcm, gime no farther than

?he
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tr the truth, than any of the reft K On the return of

the Dunkirk fquadron, count Forbin received orders to join

that which had been fitted out from Brejif under the com*

mand of M. du Guai Trmifii which he accordingly did,

on the 8 th of Oiioher,

In the latter end ofAuguJi^ there was a great fleet ready for

Lifboriy having on board provifions, military ftores, and up-

wards of a thoufand horfes, for the king of Portugal's fervice.

The merchants were extreamly uneafy on the head of a con-

voy. I'hey obferved, that fo many (hips had been taken in

performing the voyage to Portugal^ that it not only affeded

the commerce, but the reputation of this kingdom, and oblig-

ed the Portugueze to fend their orders for corn even againft

their will into Holland ^ for thisreafon, they earnedly infifted,

that fuch a convoy might be given them, upon this occa-

fion, as might effedlually fecurc fo great a fleet (for there

were no fewer than one hundred and thirty merchant-men)

and thereby recover our credit at Lijbon j and» in confe-

quence of it, our corn trade, which had been in a great mea-

fure diverted into other hands for the two laft years. Thefe

reprefentations, were by no means pleafing to the admiralty,

where admiral Churchill^ the duke oiMarlborough*s brother,

commonly

the ifle oF Shetland, and then returned back again. This made s
great noife, and the more fo, becaufe admiral Whetftone was a
man not well beloved, and people were very deArous of fixing an

imputation upon him, in order to get him laid afide ; but it does

not appear, that in this inftance they carried their point.

^ Hiftoire militaire, torn. . p. 467. P. Daniel, p. 24$. Du-
ring the whole war, the maritime powers fnfieTed exceifively, in

the Baltick, where, almoA every year, the Dunkirk (quadroa

made many prizes ; and this at laft, determined the Dutch to

keep a oonftant force in thofe "^eas, as long as the weather would

permit, rightly judging, that no expence could be too great for

the prote£lion of their trade, and prcferving their reputation as a
maritime power.

(!!
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commonly exprefled the fenfe of his royal highnei^'s coun*

cii, and thereby drew on himl'elf the merchants difpleafure

in the higheil degree. He told them, upon this occafion,

that they (hould be furniftied with as fpeedy and as ftrong

a convoy, as could poflibly be provided for them ; yet it (b

fell out, that it was the 24ih of September before this con-

voy was ready to fail. It confided of The Cumberland^

captain Richard Edwards, of eighty gunsj the Devonjbire,

of the fame force j The Royal Oak, of feventy-Iix ; the

Chejler and Ruby, each of fifty guns. But to fay the

truth, The C'ufter and Ruby were, properly fpeaking, the

convoy; for the other three (hips were only to fee the

ihips fifty leagues beyond Scilly, The fleet did not fail till

the 9th of 0<^fl^/r. and on the lojh, they fell in with' the

joint fleet of count Forbin and M* du Guai Trmin, of[ tho

Lizard, The French were at leaft twelve fail of line-of-

batlle ^5ps. The convoy difpofed themfelves in a line,

and thereby gave the merchants (hips an opportunity of ef-

caping. M* du Quai attacked The Cumberland, about

twelve at noon, and with the afliflance of two other fhip%

after an obftinate difpule, carried her ; The Devonjhire de-

fended herfelf, for a long time, againll feven, and 'till c-

rening againft five French (hips ; but then, by fome acci-

dent, which will remain for ever unknown, took fire, and

blew up; two only, out of nine hundred men, efcaped;

The Royal Oak, made a vigorous refiftance, and having fet

the French (hip which attacked her, and was commanded

by M, de Bearncis, on fire, got fafe into Kinfule harbour

;

the count de Forbin took The ChcJler, and Meflieurs de

Courferat and de NefmoiJ took the Ruby, As for the Lif-

hon fleet, they very prudently faved themfelves duriiig the

^gagement^ but the Frtmb made a prodigious boa(ting of

the
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the men of war they had taken, though the diTpule was fd

very unequal, and though m effe^ the convoy did all that

could be expcftcd from them, by fecuring the merchanU

-at their own expence K

It Is certain j that miifortunefi like thefc, are great c-

ncugh in themfelves \ and, therefore, there is no need of

exaggerating them^ either at the time they happen^ or in

fuch works as are written on fubjedls which oblige their

authors to tranfmit accounts of them to poller I v. Yct^

fometbing of this fort there feems to be, in the following

pailage from bilhop Burmt^ which I tranfcribe in his own
words, and at large, that I may not be fufpeded of parti-

ality. •* A convoy of five (hips of the line of battle

j

•* was fent to Portugal^ to guard a great fleet of mer-
*^ chant-(hips, and they were ordered to fail, as if it had

'* been by concert, at a time when a fquadron from Durp^

«* kirk had joined another from Breji^ and lay in the way
waiting for them. Some advertifements were brought

to the admiralty of this conjunction ; but they wei^
*• not believed. When the French fet upon them, the

•* convoy did their part very gallantly, though the enemy
*• were three to one; one of the fhips was blown up^

*' three of them were taken fo that only one oC them ef-

*' caped, much (hattered. But they had fought fo longj

*' that moft of the merchant-men had time to get away^
** and failed on^ not being purfued, and fo got fafe to Lt/^

** bin *\ In cM'der to demonllrate the abfolute injuilice of

this fuggeltion, I fliall only otferve, that it appears from

all the French writersj that the junction of the Dunkirk

and

* See the hiflory of Europe, fcr the year 1 707. GWmixony
Burchet, annals of queen Anne, &c.

<c

«
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iihd BreJ} fquadron, happened in the afternoon of the 8th ;

that the Li/bon fleet failed from Plymouth on the gih, and

that the engagement happened on the loth, before noon ;

fo, that intelligence could be given to the admiralty of the

jundlion of the French fquadrons time enough to have pre-

vented this unlucky accident, is a thing, that, to tv^ry

candid reader, even at this diftance of time, muft appear

pWfe6>ly incredible ".

Bu T in the midft of fo many difcouragements, tl)c na-

tion Was not aliogether deprived of good fortune, even in

thefe little difputes j for at the very clofc of the year, cap-

tain Haddock^ in her majefty's (hip. The Ludlow-Cajik^

got fight, off the long fand, of two frigates, which proved

to be The Nightingale^ and Squirrel, formerly her majefty'j

fhips, but taken by the French, and now fitted out from

Dunkirk, as privateers, and each of them having as many

men as The Ludloiv Cajlle. They both lay by, till he

came within gur (hot of them ; but then made fail from

him before the wind. At eleven at night, he came up

with The Nightingale, and took her, and as foon as the

captain of the Squirrel perceived it, he ran away. The

captain^ of the Nightingale was one Thomas Smith, who

had formerly commanded a floop in her majefty's fervice,

and was broke at a court-martial, for irregular praiflices

;

captain Haddock, who died lately an admiral^ and who

commanded the fquadron in the Mediterranean, immedJ-

ately before the la ft war, carried in his prize to Hull, from

whence he thought fit to fend up all the Englijh who vvcic

Vot. IV, E oa

•^ The marquifs de Quincy, father Daniel, and M Forbin, ir,

his memoirs, all agree to thefe dates; {o that it is impoffble x\\fy

ftc'jld be wrong : and it is, confeqinwly, as mpoifit?i.*< th.t auj.

prtihte's fufpicion (hoald be n^ht.
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00 board Thi NightingaU^ viz. captain *thomai SmitB^ ytlm

commanded the {hips Cbarlis Aiflaly^ lieutenant j mr«

Hdrwoody who a^ed as a midOiipman; an Jr\fi> prieil» and

an EngU/h failor, who were immediately committed dofe

prifoners for high-treafon, and a profecutipo by the attor*

ney-general dire^cd againft them ".

A B o u T the fame time, arrired the welcome news of

our fuccefs in Newfmndland^ where captain John Under"

4kwnf commander of her majcfty's liiip Tbi Falkland^ ha-

ving received advice on the 25th of Juhf^ that the enemy

had m&ny fhips employed on the Hlhcry, in feveral har-

bours to the northward. Cur commanders of ihips, mer-

chants, and inhabitastSy petitioned him to endeavour the

dedroyir g of them, and by that means to encourage, and

protect, :he Britijh trade in thofe places. In purfuance of

which reprefentations, on the 26th of July^ captain V 4ir*

iown fet fail from St* Jobn*Sy having taken major Lkyd,

who deiired to be employed in the expedition, with twen-

ty of his company, on board 7bt Falkland^ and twenty

more of the fame company, on board Tbe Nenjucb, On
the 27th, tliey came before Bonavis^ and finding there no

appearance of an enemy, the commodore ordersd captain

Hughes upon that ftation, to fail with him. On tbe 2d of

Jugufti, they ftood into the bay of Blanche^ tHl they came

off Fleur-de lis harbour. Major Lhyd was immediately,

iient into tbe harbour in the roramodore's pinnace, and the

lieutenant

1 '1. ,IS/"I'K •

,'';,i

n The making examples of theft Ibrt of men, it a thing of ab-

folate neceffity in time of war; and I very much dpubt, whethen

it is not a »1£b kind of pity^ ever to let them efcape. This

Smithy and one captain ^^y* who fled from hence for an infii-

mous crime, did us prodigious milchief, by their ferving the

French, during that war ; and yit, when Rigby was ukcn^ hs
was fuffred to efcape.
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lieutenant of Tht Falkland^ in the pinnace belonging to

The Nonfuch^ in order to make what difcoveries they were

able. They found there were feveral ftages, and other

neceflaries for the fifliery, to which they fet fire, and after-

wards \tbey returned without any lols fuilained on board

the men of war. By fix the next morning, they doubled

the capC) and faw a (hip^ which, upon the briik exchange

of a few {hot» Uruck ; the commodore fent his boats

aboard, an\d found her to be of St. Mah, carrying about

three hundred and fixty tons, thirty guns, and one hundred

and ten men, called The duke of Orleanu In another arm

of the bay, named Equillitte^ was a larger (hip \ but the

place being rocky, and the water ihallow, neither T^ht

Falkland^ or Nonjuch^ could come near her^ whereupon^

the Midway*i Prize was ordered to go as clofe in as (he

could, with fafety ; and at the fame time, captain Carle"

tofiy major Lleyd^ and the lieutenant of ITje Falklund^ in

boats well manned, and armed, were dire6ted to land up-

on the iiland, 'indet which (he lay. This wa^ executed

with fo good tfk&'s that the enemy, after having fired fe-

veral broadfides, being no longer able to keep the deck, a-

gainlt ov: fmali (hot from the (hore, firuck. This (hip

was of toe force of twenty gun%and fourfcore men, belong-

ing alfo to St, MaJe, Having here received information,

that about three leagues to the northward in La Couche^

there were two (hips, one of thirty-two guns, and the o-

ther of twenty-fix, bC»th of St. Malo ; the commodore

gave captain Hughes dire^lions to burn the iail prize^ and

afterwards to join him at La Cmchey himfelf in the Fallc*

Jand with the Nenfuehy making the beft of their way thi^-

ther. The fifth in the afternoon, they came into L4

Cmhfy vrhere they found the two ijbips in rcadioef^ fof

% % failing!
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failirtg. The enemy fired feveral broadfide^at them, ;^fiich*

as foon as our men of war returned, they fet their fliipj

on fire, and left them, going over to the neitt harbour,

ctilled Caroufe, in which, the commodore had received in-

telligence, there were four (hips. He immediately weigh-

ed, and ftood for that harbour, and about eight o'clock at

night, was joined by the Medwafs Prize j but there be-

ing very little wind at S. W. and much difficulty in get-

ting out, it was about fix the next morning before he got

off \hc harbour's mouth. The commodore fcnt in his

toat, but found the -^ '^my had cfcaped, having by the

advantage of little wind, and the great number of men
and boats, cut and towed out. The Britijh (hips ftood

to the northward, and faw feveral vef?els, to which thev

gave chace ; rbout five in the afternoon, they came o^
the harbour of St. Julian^ where they difcovered a (hip,

and having loft fight of the velTels they had piirfued,

Hood in for the harbour, and came to an anchor in

twenty-fix fathom water. The place where the (hip was

hauled in, being very narrow, and (hoally, the commo-

dore ordered the Medwafs Prize to go as near as poffibly

flie could. The enemy fired two guns, but it was not

thought fit to attack her till the morning. Accordingly,

the fixth of Augujl^ at four of the clock, captain Carle-

Wiy major Lhydy and lieutenant EagUy went in, with all

their boats well manned and armed, and immediately land-

ing, drove the enemy from their polls, who were like-

wife on (hore. Our men took their boats, and went

aboard their (hip* where they found the enemy had laid

feveral trains of powder, in order to blow he? ixp 5 which

being feafonably difcovered, (he was prcfervcd, and by

poon, the/ towed her out to fea. But the Britijh pilots

being unacquainted with the poaH, aod the commodore

thinking
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4hinicing it not proper to go farther to the northward, it

jwas refolved to fail back to Caroufe^ and there remain til»

Xhty were joined by the Duke of Orleans Prize, which

(Wa3 left at Grand Canarie, with a lieutenant, and fixty

,
jnen. In the way to Caroufe, it was thoughtfit to look into

I Uit Mai/ire, where they deftroyed great numbers bf

boats and ftages, with vaft quantities of iiih and oil; a-

- hout feven at nighty they came to an anchor in Caroufe

harbour, and 4zy>ored. On the 12th and ijth it btew

^..hjird gale at S. W. Having deftroyed the fi(h«ry

at Petit MaiJJre, and the Duke of Orleans Prize bcirfg

' cpgie to La Couch^^ on the I4tb, by four fa the. morn-

ing, they weighed and ftood out to fea, taking hc:r wi^h

thein, and fleered for St. Johr^s harboar, where the Falk"

land and Nonfufh^ with tbe two prizes, arrived the i/th

of the fame month, having be£Qj;e giv>cn.the li4fdw^s-

/'f/z/ orders to fail to 7r;»//y ". - * .
- ;,;j t~^

: W£ ought, now^ according to jthe method ^hat hJiif

been generally obfcryed, to fpcak fomewhat of the prd-^

, cee4ingJ! in the fpyi-Indies -, but, as what was done

there this year, 13 fo ftridly connedled with what happen-

ed in the following, that it is fcarce poflible to divide them,

Vi'ithout deft/oying the perfpicuity of both relations; I

(hall, dfifer faying any thing of the events that fell out

in that part of tbe world, till I come to fpeak of tliem in

:ni , E 3
' their

.^*>7

* ° The damage the enemy received, was as follows. Two (hips

.t&keh, one of thirty guns, and no men ; and anothe> uf twenty

gpns, and loo men ; one ^ip taken and burnt, of twenty guns

and 80 men. Two (hips burnt by the enemy, one of thirty- two,
Biid another of twenty-fix guns ; 228 filhing-boats burnt ; 47Q
boats and (halloways, that were not employed in the fiihery this

feafpih burnt ; 23 ilages burnt ; 23 train vats burnt ; 77,280
^aintius of fi(h dellroyed j 1568 ho^(heads of traifi*o,i} Mtpye^
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their proper place ; that is, after having accounted for th4r

tiftval proceedings in the fucceeding year. I the rather in-r

f:line to make this fmall breach in my ufual method, bo>

caufe I am under a necefiity of fpeaking more largely than

it) other places, of what was done in parliament this year»

in reference to the navy, for this weighty reafon, viz*

that the l^ri(5t enquiries made by both houfes into matters

q( fpch confequence, not only demonftrate the vigour of

our constitution at that time, but afford, perhaps, thf

very heft precedents for reviving fuch enquiries, that ar*

|o be met with iii our hiftory, r

.nTwE/^y^ parliament of Great-Britain, mtftttp^*

on the 23'' of O^ober^ when the eyes not only of thii

Jclngdom, but of ail Europe^ was fixed upon them. Th0
earlipft thing they did, was, to make choice of Jshu «

$mitht >|i)i'qi for their fpeaker ^ and the next> in the houfa

of commons was, to vote an addrefj of thanks to th^

queen, for her moft gracious fpeech made to them on the

iix^h of November^ to which day they had adjourned, Iti

^he houfe of lords it went otherwife; inftead of their
,

yfyal add refs, their lordfliips proceeded to a direA confix

deration of the flate of the kingdom, in which, very

warm debates arofe, in regard to the nayy, efpecially,

J^ to this, it was affirmed, ^* That the lord high admi-

^^ rara name was ?bufed by fuch as were entrusted witl(

** the management of his authority \ that the council of

'• his royal highnefs ftudied nothing but how to render

1< their places profitable to themfelves and their creaturesji

1( thopgh at the expence of the nation } that it was vifi-

^* ble, their own haughtinefs, together with the treachery,

<^ corruption, and carelefsnefs of their dependants, were

^^ ^^ iryc (our^es of ;|iofe 9Mfc|iiefe which bcfel om?

' -f
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*< merdiaQts, and diArredited Hie moft glorious reign in

<< the Briiijb annals. But, though reafon and experience

** ought to have conrinced thefe men of their own inca-

** pacity, yet they had with a bruti& obftinacy, perfifted

<* in the pttrfuit of didr own meafures, haughtily fcjed-

'< ing the advice of the merchants, when biferei^ in tim^

" and fauc9y contemning their comptaints, when fuffe-

<* rers by the very errors they had predicted p*'. TWi
produced the appointing of a committee, in which this

matter might be ttTunted, ai)6n the 19th of Di^eimbert

at which her majefty was present. The {heriffs of Lm^
dan, who were Birtfamn Grten^ efq; and fir Charlet

ParSf knt prefedted si petition, iigned by two hiltidred oif

the moft emhient niekhants of the city of Londdriy fet-

ling forth the great Ibi^s they h^ lately fuftained at fet

for want of co^voy^^ and trnfeersj; and praying that

f6me remedy might h6 fpeedl/y appiy, that the trade dt

Ch6 nation might riot bt entirely deftroyed ^

Tut houflb went sH htiitU^ 2nto this matter, as th6

fuffereh tbuld defire, atfd appointed the s^th to iiear th^

merchahts further, iri a gran<f committee, where thej^

were permitfied to rtiUkt & regutur charge, and encouraged

to exhibit their evidence, fo the couiffe df this enquiry,

k faAy ap^ieaKd to their lordffiips, ihi timy ihips of

E 4 war

' Burnet* Oldmtxdii, Amnall of queen ^Mttt^ Chftftdler's De*
hates, Coropleat Hiftor^ of Europe for 1707, and )7p8, &:c.

'i' It is eafy to difcern, frdm t1ie tao^ of this petttlon, and the

fiipt^ It met with, that public fpirit ftoutifhed during this

reign. It was not pretended, that any reffwA diw to thecrown^
ihould proteA fuch as were bad fervants; or,, that attacking

tl^ni, was ofF^iidinj^ o|aj^ily.^ It was not (aid, that easpofmi;

theih, reil'e£t^ on ius royal highne^, or that in a time of waf
we ought to be fileht onTueh i^Hjeds : but it was faid, adtancc^

iMii (Ren make good the charge, we will procure jfOujuiUflek
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war were not fitted out to fea, but lay in port neglede*^,

'.and in great decay. That convoys had been often flar.ly

denied the merchants, and that, when they were promi-

fed, they were fo long delayed, that the merchants loft

their . markets ; \yere put to great charges, and, wbcte,

,they had perifliable goods, fulfered great damage in ihem.

The cruizers were not ordered to proper ftations la the

^channel ; and, when convoys were appoit^ted, gna r^dy

to put to lea, they had not their failing orders fent mem
till the enemies privateer fquadrons were laid in their way,

i^nd with fuperiojr force .prepared to fall on them ; which

had pften happened. Many advertifements, by whiol?

thefe misfortunes might have been prevented, had been

offered to the admiralty ; bpt had not only been negiecled

by them, but thofe who offered them, had been ill treat-

ed for doing it. To carry thefe things as far as polEble,

they caufed an exad report to be drawn of their proceed-^

ings; fent it to the admiralty-office ; received the beft an-/

fsvcr that could be given from ihsnce i , heard the mer-

chants by way of reply to this, digefted the whole into

a fecond report, and together with an addrefs fiiitaljle to

a matter of fuch mighty confequencc, laid it before her
~

majelly on the firft of March 1707, and expreftcd them-,

felves thereupon, in terms it would be extreamly injuri-"

ous to deprive the reader of the pleafure of reading, con-'

fidcring the ftridt connection it has with the fubjed of

this work, the true fpirit of patriotifm that appears there-

in, and the excellent example afforded thereby ; and

therefoi;e I haye placed it at the bottom of the page % ^er

'

majefty>

'I
' I (hall cite here only their lord(hip*3 concluiion, after fetting

fcrth the grievances complained of by the merchants, the anfwer
^

^y die admiralty, and the merchants replication.

f¥
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jnajefty received this ad4re(s very graciouily, and promifed

sto pay. all the regard thereto, that the nature of the thing,

,and the refped due to the advice of the hereditary couo^

jQ\i of her Jtingdoms deferycd. ' "•

:' ..rv*
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" May ijpleafe your majefty.

*' We having thus performed, what we take ourfelfcs to be
indifpenfij^ly obliged to, cannot doubt but it will be gracioufly

accepted by your majelly, as coming from mod dutiful fub-

je£ts, who iiqcerely wi(h they may never have occefion here-

after to make addrefles to your majeAy, but to congratulate

your fucceiles, or to retui n humble %ckaowIedgments for the

blefiings 4>f your reiga.
** We befeech your majefty to believe, that none of your fub-

jefis do exceed us in true refpedl to his royal highnefs the lord

Jiigb admiral. His great perfonal virtues require it, and his

near relation to your majefty makes it our duty. And as we
do not mean that any thing in thb addrefs (hould in the lead

reflet upon him ; fo we are very well aiTured his royal high-

ness, \viU never fuffer other perfons to proted themfelves under

his naine, from a juft purfuit of fuch faults or neglefls, as im-
mediately tend to this riun of trade, and the (kilrulLioa o^

Britain.

" There cannot be a plainer proof, that fome perfons employ-

ed by the lord high adniiral, have made the worft ufe iniar

ginable of the trult he hot^ours them with, than in their pre-

fuming to lay fuch an anfvver before the houfe of lords in

his name.
" For {not to take notice of the many things which in the

fecond report have been already laid before your majefty)

throughout the whole paper, ther^'j is not the leaft hopes given,

that for the future any better care fhall be taken of ttit trade }

on the contrary, tht whole turn of the anfwer feern^ to be
intended, for expofing the complaints of the merchants, ra-

ther than pitying their lofles. We are fure, nothing can be
more remote from the goodnefs and compaiTion of the lord

high admiraPs temper, and the tender regard he has always

flKwn for your majelly*3 fubje^s*

l>wU9
!!May
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The houfe of commons alfo* went into a grancl com-

mittee on the afliirs of the navj, of which fir Ritbard

Onflow was chairman } they heard with great attentioDS,

tU the merchants had to fay, and carefully examined all

the evidence they could produce; and though there were

Ibme people who endeavoured to ftop the mouths of the

msrchants, when they ran out mto invidious characters of

the officers, by whom they thought themfelves wronged,

yel the majority of the houfe, were inclined to hear their

ientiments, and encouraged them to go on. Both lords

and commons concurred in carrying to the throne, fuch

complaints as appeared to be well founded ; and with this

view their lordfhips on the 7th of February^ addrefled the

queen to lay afide captain Ktr • ; and on the a6th of the

iame

;a^ .

Fi •*•

<• May it pleafe your majefty.

<i

"It is a moft undoubted mixim, that the honour, (eoirity^

and wealth of tiiis kingdom, does depend upon the prote£Uoa,

and encouragement of trade, and the improving, and right

managing its naval ftrength. Other nations, who were wt*
merly great and powerful at iea, have by negligence, and mif-

management, loft their trade* and have feen their maritime power
entirely ruinM, Therefore, we do in the mofi earn^ft man*

** ner, befeech your majefty, that the iea affairs may always be
*^ your firft, and moil peculiar care. We humbly hope, that it

^* (hall be your mnjefty*s chief and conllant inftrudion, to aU who
" fliall have the honour to be employed in your councils, and
** in the adminiftration of afiairs, that they be continnaliy intent
** andj watchful, in what concerns the trade, and fleet 1 and
^ t^^t every one of them may be made to know, it is his par-

put mto tne wnoje aaminiitratioii or the navy^
* The houfe of lords, in their addrefs, inlbriA hrr majefty,

^at a complaint had been lodged before tbem, l^' mr. Thomas
Wood, in behalf of himfelf : and divers other Jamaica mer<r

^hants^ againd capuin William Ker, Ute commaoder of a fqua-

dion
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iame month, the houfe of commons prefented an addrefs

tif

Mil. <<*ll

dron of her inajefty*s (hips at that ifland, for refuiing co grant

Convoys for their fhips to the Spanilh coall of America ; and in

particular, that the faid ror. Thomas Wood htA offisred to the fatd

captain Ker, the fum of fix hundred pounds as a gratuity, if lie

would order one of her majefty's men of war, under his com-
mand, to go as convoy to the Neptune fIoop,«aiTd Martha gaUey, .

loaden with woollen, and other goods of her majefty*s fubj^m'.

That the faid captain Ker, at that time, feemed pleaded with tte

propofil, and faid, the Windfor (hoald be the (hrp; and ordered

mr. Wood to make what difpatch he could, in getting the galley

and floop ready. On which encouragement, he got them ready

to {ail» and bought three hundred negroes to put on board them,

and then acquainted captain Ker therewith, and with the great

charge he was at in maintaining the negroes, and bia feat of fick-

nefs. Captain Ker then faid, he feared he coald not ^re a man
of war i but the next day fent mr. Tudor Trevor, captain of ths

Windfor, to acquaint ror. Wood, that captain Ker faid, he

thought mr. Wood couM not have oflfered lefs than two thoufand^

or at lead fifteen hundred pounds. Whereupon mr. Wood dccla«

red, the fum was fo great, that the trade coald not bear it, and

fo the floop and galley proceeded on the voyage without convoy ;

and in their return, the floop loaded with great wealth* being

purfucd by French privateers, and having no convoy, and crowi-"

ing too much fail to get from the enemy, was unhappily overfet

and lofl. The faid mr. Thomas Wood alfo made another com-
plaint, that upon a further application to the faid mr. Ker» for a

convoy for three floops, bound for the faid Spanifli xoafts, he pr6*

mifed to give. The Experiment man of war, commanded by eap«- |

tain Bowler, as a convoy ; for which the faid mr. Wood agreed

to give eight hundred pounds ; four hundred poands, part wkere<<

of, was paid the faid Bowler, and the other foor hundred potnda

was made payable by note to one mr. Herbert, for the ufc of iar,

|Cer, which note was ient io a letter to mr. Ker, and l^ him pik6

into mr. Herbert*s hands. And, befides that, as a further enooa->

rajgement for allowing the faid convoy, mr. Ker had an adventure

oififteen hqndred pounds in the £ud floops, withuit advanet^e

^ny money. To this complaint mr. Ker put in his anfWer* v3t
both parties were fully heard by themfelvcs, and their witneiFes y
8ind upon the whole matter, the houfe came to this followinf;: re^

' iblation, «' That the faid complaint of the faid mr. Woo<l, 4-
' •* gainft the faid captain £er, as w«U in relation to the N^»-
^ tone and Martha ^lley, as alfo in relation to the other threto

^ (toofs^ that Mien^ undqr^ ^oavov of The Experiment man of
'

. V
*^ war
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pf the Tame nature, again ft the fame perfon \ Theiii

warm proceedings had a proper effe^; they convinced

fuch as fat at the admiralty-board, that it was dangerous to

treat Britijh merchants with contempt j as, on the other

hand, it taught the officers to know, that having friends at

the board, or being tried, where no evidence coujd reach

them, would not always fecure them O'om puniihment ".

On the complaint of the merchants, however, againft fir

Thomas Hardy, though profecuted with great heat, both

houfes

• it.

f* war, hath been fully made out, and proved to the fatisfadlioi)

«• of this houfe.
"

• The queen gave only a general anfwcr to this adtjefe, b^.t did

not fay pofitively that (he would comply with it.
^

. /

* On the 26th of February, upon the report of fir Richard

Onflow, from the committee of the whole houfe, the commons
came to three refolutioDS againfl commodore Ker ; to wh'crt they

added a foarth, viz. *' 7*hat an humble addrefs be prcfented to her
•* majefty, laying before her the faid refohitions, and humbly de-

*' firing, that her majefly wilt be pleafed not to employ the faid

" captain Ker in her majeAy*s fcrvicc for the future. " This ad-

drefs having been prefented to the queen. Ten days after, her

majefty declared, that (he would comply with it. ',

• " Upon a fair computation, made about this time, of the lofs

of (hips at fea, fince the beginning of this war, it was found,

that the lofs the French had iuQained in their (hipping, far ex-

ceeded that of Great -Qritain, fince we had only thirt> men of

war taken, or deftroyed/ and one thou(and one hundred forty-fix

meichant-fhips taken, of which three hundred were retaken.

Whereas, we had either taken or dellroyed, eighty of their (hips

of war, and taken or bur' one thoufand three hundred forty-ux
of their merchant-men, i.iviuding thofe dedroyed in the 'Well In-

dies. By way of fupplement io this lift, it may not be amifs to

take notice, that ic appeared f'om the lord high-admirars anfwer

to the report of the hOufe of peers, there were one hundred fe>

venty-five of the enemies privateers taken, as alfo the re-captures

by her majeiiy*s (hips of war, from the 4th of May 17Q2, j(p the

I ft of December 1707, were one hundred twenty -eight; which,
amounted, byapprailement, to above the fum of 82,^97^/. and

the re-captures by privateers, within that time, to 38,0^4/. both

which fums amopnt to 121.030 /. exclufwe of cuftoms. ^
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houfes concurred to vindicate him, which was fufficicnt to

encourage the olficers of the navy to do their duty j fince,

where ihcy could prove they had done this, it was moft

clear^ they ran no hazard ; but, if purfued by clamour,

. V^erc furc to come oft' with reputation *".

A s the feafon for adion was now coming on, the lord

high^admiral made the following promotion : fir John

Leake was declared admiral of the white, and admiral

and commander in chief of her majefty's fleet; Sir George

Byngy admiral of the blue ; fir John Jennings, vice-admi-

ral of the red ; fir John Norns, vice-adrniral of the white

;

the lord DurJIey, rice-n Imiral of the blue ; fir Edward

H^itakery rear-admiral of the Red-, and John Baker, clq;

rear-admiral of the white. Some alterations were likewifc

made in his royal highnefs's council *, An a£l paiTed for

regulating convoys, and cruizers; and a further term of

fourteen

^ Upon B complaint to the houie of lords, of a mailer of a

Canary (hip, that iir Thomas Hardy had refufed to convoy him
from Plymouth, their lordfhips ordered fir Thomas to attend the

boufe, who diredred him to attend the committee. The latter

took occafion to examine, likewife, the papers relating to his tri-

al ; and after they had read them, the next day, fir Thomas Har-
dy, with two merchai^ts, and the mafter of the Canary (hip, were
called in before their lordfliips ; fir Thomas having (hewed his or-

ders, to warrant his refufal of convoy, he was ordered to with-
draw ; and foon after, captain Philips, deputy -u(her of the

black -rod, came out to fir Thomas, and told him, that their lord^

Slips foiind he had fully jufiified himfelf, and done his duty in e*

very refpeft; and therefore, that he was difcharged from any
further attendance upon that committee.

* Henry Sai it John, efq; afterwards lord vifcount Bolingbroke,

having refigned the office of fecretary of war, Robert Walpole,

cfq*, afterwards earl o( Orford, and then one of the prince's coun-

cil, fucceeded him ; and in the month of April following, the

earl of Weemes, a nobleman of Scotland, and fir John Leake,

were added to his royal highnefs's council, in order to oblige both

nations.
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foiirteen years and a half was granted to the Eaji-Indis

company, in coniideration of their advancing 1,200,000/*

for the publip fervice, there being granted in the whole,

for the year 1708, no lefs than 5>933i657'» ^V» 4^. ft

fupply unheard off in former times, and for a great part of

which we (land indebted to thb day. Of this, upwards of

2,300,000/. were intended for the fervice of the fleet, and

|i;re«t things were expected, efpecially, iince all parts of

Ibp ifland fcemed heartily united in one intereft j and the

carrying on the war, humbling France^ and exalting the

houfe of Aujiria^ were every where coniidered, as the

great objedts of our care ^ } as being eflentially necefiary to

the welfare of the nation.

But, before our projects were thoroughly adjuiled, the

frenth a^ually played off one of theirs ; which put us in*

, 10 great confu^oq, and had like to have had much worfe

confequences. This was, the attempt upon Scotland^ in

favour of the Chevalier de St, George \ which, was the

f^omme de Guerre they were pleafed to give the perfon,

whom the queen foon after diftinguifhed by the name of

the Pretender, The defign is laid to have been carried on

with great fecrecy i but this muft be underflood only of

the French court i for it was fufficiently known, and talk-

ed of in Scotland, long before it was undertaken. I do not

think, that fo idle an expedition demands in a work of this

nature, a very critical explanation, and therefore, I (hall

content myfelf with faying, that it ought to be reckoned

amongft the number of thofe aflronts, of which the French

have never been fparing to this nation, and was chiefly de-*

fl^ned

T Burnet, Borchet, Oldmucon, compleat hiflory of Europe^

1708, aanals of queen Anne, Chandler's debates^ Pointer's cbrf

-
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Qgned to (hew iiow much, in fpigbt of all the pojper^of^

the allief, Lnuis XIV. was able I0 alarm anj ^i&niG:. ua,

Tbe troope, intended for this attempt, were about eleven

or twelve bcttalions, under the command of the marquis

ilt Gacij afterwards ftiled the marihal di Mamig/iM. Thf
fleet coniiftfd of but eight men of war, which was com-*

manded by the count Ji Ftrbin^ who is faid to have difli*

ked the de/ign, becaufe, ytry probably, he knew the bot<

torn of it} for it is very certain, the Frsncb never intended

to hmd, and refufed the Cbtvalitr to fet him on fl^ore,

though he would have gone with his own fervantsi Tbp
true fcheme of the French king was, to create a diverfioM,

and if poflibk, raiie a rebellion in Scttland^ that by meanf

of trials and executions, the queen and her miniftry might

be fufficiently embarralled at home, and have the lc(s lei-

fure to profecute their views abroad i and from thefe piip*

tives, he ordered his minifters in all foreign courts, 10 ^Ik

in very magnificent terms, of the fuccours he gave to the

king of Engkni^ as he thought fit to call him, (but on thf

rebound, they might make the loi,ider noife in Britain,

and induce us to believe our danger the greater, suul more

inevitable \
In this refpe^l, the Frtnch politics had their efie^i

for, on general Cadogaf^i fending over an expreft, dif*

doling the whole defign, the queen, by Mr. iecretary

Bpfltf acquainted the houfe of commons therewith, on

the fourth of March, and received a very loyal addreft

from them, as well as from the lords ; but the apprehen*

fions exprefled here, and in HtUand, had fucb an effe^

upon

h^i

* Hiftoire miliuire de Louis XIV. torn, v. p. 478. Lamberti
torn. if. p. 379. M«moire$ dc Forbioy which appear, from thi9.

part of them, to be fpurLoui.
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upon the monied intcrefl:, that it occafioned a prodi^u^

run upon the bank, and dillurbed our foreign remiuancesr

fo much, that all thinking people were at this time con-

vinced of the great ri(k a nation runS; that engages in 2

foreign war, while heavily loaded with debts at home.

Our public fecurities fell furprizingly, and things would

have fallen into downright confufion, if the fright had not

been quickly over. This was owing to the care of the

admiralty* who, with incredible diligence, fitted out a

fleet of twenty-four men of war, with which, fir Ggorg^

JByngf and lord Durjley^ failed for the French coaft, ort

the 27th of February-, without diminifliing the convoy

of the Lijbon fleet ; which, when we had time to confi-

der it, appeared a, prodigious thing, and fufliciently con^

vinced the French^ that a real invafion was not at all their'

buiineft *. On fir George Byng*s anchoring before Grave-

Hrty the French ofllicers laid afide their embarkation ; but

upon exprefs orders from court, were obliged ro refume

it ; und, on the fixth of March^ actually failed out oF

Dunkirk -, but being taken fliort by contrary winds, came

to an anchor till the eighth, and then continued their

voyage

r !

* The run upon the bank fo much alarmed the exchequer, that

all ways and means poOible were thought of, to put an immediate

(lop to it; in order to wh*ch, the lord high treafurer, not only

allowed fix, inftead of three, per cent, for all the money circu*

kiting by their bills, but alfo iupplie i them with large fums of

money out of his private fortune, as the dukes of Marlborough,

Kewcaftle, Somerfet, and other noblemen alfo did ; which, with
the calling in of 20 per cent, jpoii their capital, brought all

things right again fooner than i^ could have been expelled. On
the aoth of March the- boufe of comaioos came to a refolution.

that whoever defignedly endeavoured to dellroy, or leflen, the

public credit, efpecially at a time </hen the kingdom was threate*

ned with an invafion, was guilty of a high crime and mifdemea*

Dor, and was an enemy ;o ber majefly and ker kingdom.
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Voyagt for Scotland, Sir George Byng purfuej theih with

a fleet of forty (hips of the line, befides frigates, and fire>

(hips. He afterwards detached rear-admiral Baker, with

a fmall ii|uadfob, to convoy the troops that were fent

fiom QJiends and profecuted his expedition with the refl*.

On the i3th of March, the French were difcoverea in the

Frith of Edinburgh, where they made fignalsi but to no

purpofe, and then fteered a N. £. courfe, as if they iti*

tended to have gone to St. Andrews. Sir George Byng ^mx*

fued them^ and took the Sali/hury, an Englifl) prize, then in

their iervice,with feveralperfonsof great quality on board;

and finding it was altogeher impoflible to come up with

the enemy, he returned with the fleet to Leith, where he

continued till he received advice of count Forbin*i getting^

back to Dunkirk, and then proceeded to the Dotuns^ pur-

fuant to the orders he received from the miniftry, from

whence he foon came to London, where he was moil gra*

cioufly received by the queen his fovereign^ and by hii

royal highnefs prince George of Denmark **. »

Oi^E would have imagined, that this furpriiing fuccefs*

muft have fatisfied every body ; and that, after defeating

ib extraordinary a fcheme» as at that time this was allowed

to be» and reftorlng public Credit^ as it were in an ihftant^

there (hould hare been auniverfal tribute of applaufe paid to

the admiral, by all ranks and degrees ofpeople. Yetj this wai

fo far from falling out, ;hat fir George Byng had fcarce ifet

Vol. IV. F hil

MM

^ The Saliflbury prize was a very coniiderlble thing, if we
confider the number of perfons taken on board. For, befides

lord GrifBn, lord Clermont, Charles Middleton, efq: and Fraitcit

Wauchopc^ efqj who bad all followed the fortunes of king Jamcsi
there .vfere likewife fei'rral land and fea-o£ficers, in the French

fervict, of very sreat diftinC^ion, five companies of the regimeni,

ot Beam, and all the ihips company coafiuiog of |09 ffiCfli
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{lis foot in Londm^ before it was whlfpered, that the par^

Ilament wouid enquire into hiscondu^; wl^ch took tiliK

from a very fooliflt perfuafion, that having bncahad

fight of the enemy's fleet, he mighty if he pleafed, hav«

taken every fhip as well as the Salrfhury, The truth of

the matter was, that the Fnnch having anrafcd the Jaco^

bites in Scotland, with a propofal about, befieging thi caw

file of Edinburgh^ fir Giorge Byng was particularly Inftni*

€led, by all means, to prevent that^ by^ hindering the

French from landing in the neighbourhood. This, he: cfo

fe€luaily did, and by doing it, anf\Veced Ihe end for J^irhich

he was fent. But the fame malicious people, whd firil:

propagated rhis ftory, invented alfo another, viz» that^fij

George was hindered from taking the French fieet> by hi»

(hips being foul ; which a<5tually produced ati enquiry \ti

the houfe of commons, and an addrefs to the queen, to

dire£V, that an account might be laid before them, of the

i^umber of (hips that went on the expedition with fkr

Georg Byng^ arid when the fame w«re cleaned. That-

done, they refolved the thanks of the houfe (hould hs

given to the prince, as lord high admiral, for his great

care in fo expeditioufly fetting forth fo great a number of.

(hips, whereby the fleet under fir George Byngt was en^

ajbled, fo happily, to prevent the intended invafion.^ This

was a very wife, and well-concerted meafure, fince it*

fully fatisfied the world of the falihood of thefe reports^.

SBcl at the lame time, gave great fatisfaftion to the queen»

and her royal confort, the prince of Denmarky who had

both teiliHed an unufual concern in relation to the report

of the houfe of lords, which they conceived afiedted hl»

roy^ highnefs's chara£ter» as lord high admiral^ and

therefore, to give this m^i&gf 9f t^^kd a better grace,

V and

,



'ancl niake it more acceptable, the atmoft "dftf ^ii tiSlcin

in the clioice of thofe who were appointed to carry it S
'Thus ended this affair of the inirafion, wliich made To

"iteich noifc at that time, and wtt<[h h« beert handed

6cmtt in (6' mihy different lights to pollerity. An affair,

'iWdefed'," which fpeaks the true policy Of p-ance, and flieWs

how artfully (he* caft ftrve her own ends, and with hq^
«great readineft flii^ betrays, and gives up to deftruftion^

ftrch as iire fools ^irb^gh to truft her. But) through the

^ifdom of 'the Briit^ miniftry, joined tp the cunning

bf ' fonie of thtt nobility of Scotknd, who were taken itt-

to cuftody upon this occafion) and who, it is generally

thought, gave Tuch lightS}. as enabled the governmer^t

to take thefe effisflua!" methods ; th^ latf^r part of the

'iPreiich fchcme proved as abortive as thfe firft ; aii the pri-

foners being foon after fct at liberty, and every thing beinjj

dontf to fatisfy and quiet the people of that country. * ^
• The 2rea^ point the miniftry had in \kw this year,

Was, to put the affkirs of his catholic majefty into bettet

order, and to repair, if it was poflible, the uhlucky con*

fequences of the fatal battle of Almanza. Sir Jchn Ltah^

who commanded the grand fleet, was ^o early at fcJi,

tbat on the 27th c^ March he arrived 'at UJhon ; having,

in his way thirher, feen the merchant (hips bound to Vif-

Itnia^ and the Canaries^ with their refp^dtive convoys.

Fa n^
»"^ f. \\ \ f

i
) >l

;
||l! niyi^ H liitn iM <

« * Th<* names of the p?rfons tppaintcd to carry his royal hig^'"

rp& the meflfige, w0rev >fir Riclwrd C,.rflqw. Mr. Secretary jSoyi^.

^fr. Compton, Mr. Scobel» colonel By rely, lord Willigp,pj<u|?t,

the eiarl ^f Hertford, Mr. Hey(haip, Jidmiral Churchflj Mr.
Bromley, fir Godfrey Copley, nr gliomas tfanmcr, fir Tbomas
tyrtelton, fir £)avid D.tlrymple, Mr. ^lontgonierv, Mr. Morris

fon, Mr. Brewer, fir Johi!i Swinton, fir 'Jofen Erfkne, Mr. Hal*'

den^'Mr. Cockbutnc, fir Jphn Holland, and Mr. Wortify.
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vvell into the Tea, and taken care for the fecurity of others

deligned to the ports of Portugal. Here he found the

(hips that had been left with captain Hickes^ which were

fourteen of the third rate, befides fmall frigates, and bomb-

veflels ; and at a council of war it was refulved^ that> as

foon as the tranfports were ready to receive the borfe on

board, the fleet ihould proceed to Vadot and that fuch of

the (hips of war as could not be got ready by that tinie;»

(hould follow to Barciloney where there would be orders

left how they (hould farther proceed. But, as for the

Dutch (hips, they were all feparated in bad weather, be<-

tween England and Lijbon. It was alfo determined, at

the defire of the king of Portugal^ to appoint the War'

fpight^ Rupert^ and Triton^ to cruize off of the Terara^

or Azorei iflands, for the fecurity of his majelly's fleet,

expei^ed from Brazil; nor was there care wanted !o

guard the Streights mouth, left otherwife our trade (hould

fufFer by the enemies cruizers or privateers. The procu-

ring tranfporl-fhips, and putting them in a condition for

receiving the horie, took up a confiderable time ; but on

the 23d of Jprily the admiral was ready to fail with as

many as could carry fifteen hundred, with one fecond

rate, twelve third rates, two fourths, a fire-(hip, bomb-

veiTels, ^c- together with twelve (hips of the line of

battle of the States-General-, and, upon advice from colo-

nel Elh'otf governor of Gibraltar^ and from other hands,

that fomc French (hips of war were feen cruizing off the

Slrifghts mouth ; 6ne third, and one fourth rate, and

another of the Dutch (hips of war> were appointed to

drengthen thofe before ordered to ply up and down In

thafihtion The

'/There was an abfolute ncce^ity of icndiag fo ftrong a fleet to

tnV relief of (he king of Spain, fot oihami^c, h( inuil have
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The admiraf failed from the river of Ltfitft^ on the

alBth of Jpriij and in his paliage up the S/reights, he, on

the nth of Ma^t being about twelve leagues from yfii'

cant, had fight of feveral veflels, which he took for fifti-

ing-boats. But-he had a better account of them the next

day, for having detached before, fome light frigates from

Barcekna, to give notice of the approach of his fleet, one

of them had the. good luck to take a French frigate of

twenty-four guns, and thereby obtained an account of the

convoy that was expected. Upon this, the captains of

our frigates made the neceflary difpofitions for intercepting

them. The next day, the French convoy appeared in

light, confifling of three men of war, one of forty-four,

another of forty, and the thirc: of thirty-two guns, with

ninety fettees and tartanes laden with wheat, barky,

and oil, for the ufe of the duke of Orlean's army, and

bound for Penifcola^ near the mouth of the Ebro. The
Britijb fi-igates bore down immediately upon the enemy's

men of war, and thefe abandoning their barks, and en-

deavouring to make their efcape, came in view of the

confederate fleet, which, feeing feven men of war, con-

cluded they were enemies, and thereupon the admiral

Blade a fignal to give them chafe. But, as the great (bipa

F 3 could

been obliged to quit that ktngdom. The enemy had no lefs than

three armies in the field, under the command of the duke of
Orleans, the duke of Noailtes, and the marquis de B^y ; while
king Charles was in t *«tanner fliut up in his city of Barcelona, and
had no hopes of being delivered, but by our fleets tranfporting

the German troop, that lay ready for his fervice in Italy. Ye^
very foon after the arrival of fir John Leake in thefe feas, his

affairs began to mend, and he had a coniiderable army in the Mi.
nnder the command of count Staremberg;. Burchet, Burnet, Old.
nuxon, Annals of queen Anne, compleat hiflory of Europe, (or

1701. ^
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could tiot foltow them near th^ coaft, tht Friwb tNXAe

their cfcapc in the night, The vic^-«dmiral of the wliite»'

who laDed on the left with his ^ivifion, perceivinj; th^

barks near the coai^, Tent his long-boats, and 6naU (bipSt

and look feveral of them. The next inorping they law

fome of them difperfed, which were likewife taken b^if*

the long-boats : and ibme barks of Cataknia^ comirig oiit

of their harbours at the fame time, to have a (hare in the.

booty » fij;ty-nine of them were taken, and the reft dii^-:

perfed *. <

On the 15th of May, the admiral arrived at Bane^

hna, where he was joined by feveral of our fhips, and:

complimented by the king of Spaia^ on his late ftH:cef&>.

his catholic majelly took this opportunity of defiring a.

fquadron might be left under his dire^iion at BumhtiHt^

"While the fleet croflcd to Italy^ in order to brir>g over the,

reinforcements he expe<f^ed, and the queen of SpaiUy^hOM

it was thought, was by this time arrived at Gtn^a. He
jQgnified aifo his deilre, that the pfoviiioDs lately takeoi,

Blight be laid .up in his magasjines, which were but indif-

fi^retitly iu.ni{hed^ that care Height be taken for reducing

Sardinia

.

• This might have proved an affilTr v^ry coiifiderable in itscon-

fequences, if the duke of Qrlearn, who conixnanded the army o£

Icing Philip, had not been one of the firil generals of the age ; but

h? forefeeing that this accident might happen, had provided a-

gainft it, by ordering a great quantity of oats and beans, which
had been laid up for the ufe of the cavalry, to be empfoyed in

ipaking bread, till ius army could be better fupplied. This capr

turc, however, proved of the utmoii (ervice to king Charles, as

t enabled bis army, after it waji once ^rmed, to lake the field
]

fome week& focaer than it could otlerwiifj have done ; and the
readintfswith which theadmir^il cau(ed tne cargoes of his prisui

to be fcnt to the king's magazines, lufficiently proves the public

fpirit of £r John Leake, and the ^r^t comcern he had for this

fervice.
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Sardinia as fopn ss poffible, and that, whenever the fer-

vice wQuld permit, fuch difpofitions might be made,

as would contribute to the conqueft of Bicify^ which king-

dom he judged niight be recovered by the forces that

,;jwcre then under count Dauftj and the care of the then

'^icc-roy of Naples, As to the provifions, the admiral or-

dered they (hould be difpofed of, as the king required ;

t>ut with fefpe^ to his .other demands, the admiral
•

thought it neceflary to call a council of war, to deter-

fnlne which fiiould be executed, £nce it appeared abfolute-

ly impra6t(cable to undertake them all. At this council

were prefent, belides himfdf, fir John Norrisy fir £3-

ward lP%itakery fir Thomas Hardy^ and two of the En-

glijb captains j as alfo baron Wajfenaer^ and two of the

Dutch, It was there after mature deliberation, determi-

lied to leave with the king two third rates, one fourth,'

and one fifth rate of ours, and two (hips of the States-

CeneraU and with the reft of the fleet, to proceed forth-

with to the port of Vado^ in order to the tranfporting tl^e

horfe and foot from thence to Barcelona^ as alfo her ma-

jefly the queen of Zpain^ if ihe ihould be ready when the

Jflcet arrived K

The admiral failed in purfiiance of this refdution, anc

en the 29th of May fafely anchored before Vado ; but

F4

f The great reafon that his catholic aiajefty was fo dcfirous of
iiaving a fquadron to cruize on the coaft of Catatonia, was the
lipprehenfions U' was then under, that the French would at-
tempt t« fend a new convoy of prbvifions from Provence, and
lAnguedoc, into Spain. Befides, during the abfence of the fleet,
his affairs were in iuch a diftr^fled condition, that it was abfohite-
ly neceflary he (hould have always a naval force in the neighbour-
hood of Barcelona, to fecure his perfon, in cafe of any unfbrefcen
ftccident^ and theft- were thereafons that determined the admiral.
And the council pf war, to comply with his majclly's requells to
ue utAoA of their power.
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finding nothing in readinefs, be went to wait on the queen

cf Spain ziMilan^ where he arrived the |8th of Junt^

^d was received with all pofBble marks of refpcA and

^(Veem. Upon bis prefling inllances, her majefty confent-

^ to iet put immediately for GenoOi where (he arrived

pn the firfl t>f Jufyy embarked on the feccnd, and arrived

h2^)pily at Matars on the 14th K After having conduf^-

cd the queenj, with all imaginable refpc^;^, to Barcelona^

the admiral thought next of the redudtion of Sardinia^

which he perfor ned almoft as foon as he arrived. He
appeared ^ ^c . AagUari on the firft o^ Auguft^ and ha-

ving fumfuf xH^^i u.^ the marquis of Jamaica.^ ykfho coni-

xnanded thac <or l' ^ PbiUp^ declared his refolution of

holding out to the laft extremity. Upon this, the admi-

i:al ordered the place to be bombarded all that night, and

the next morning major-general Wills landed^about i8co

men, and made the neceiTary difpofitions for attacking th^

pty ; but, the Spani/b governor believing himfelf now 9%

the laft extremity, faved them any further trouble by

coming to !^ fpeec^/ capitulation. The reduction of this

^nd, was of equal advantage to the common caufe, and

to that of king Charlts ; for it gave great fecurity to our

navigations^ and enabled his catholic majefty to fupply

himfelf

s As it was certainly known, that king Philip*s confort contri-

buted not a lirtle to i\y, the Spaniards firmly to the king her hof-

band*a intcrefl ; it was revived the year before, to fix upon a
wife for king Cnarles, and accordingly, the priocefs Eliriiibftii

Chriiliana of Wolfenbuttel, was chofen. She i« ftill liv^'nj, and

is now lliled the ensprefs Powager, and is mother to th« emjprefii

queen of Hungary. Before her marriage, her impei^al majefty

vas a protei^ant, nor did (he change her religion, till uie had ad^

tifed with thf! JLutheran clergy, who declared, that ihe might

bope fi^r falvatioo in the church of Rome.

n
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bimfclf from thence, as often as he had occafion, with

corn and other provifiona ^

Thf. admiral had fcarcc compleated the conqueft of this

ifland, before his afliftance was required for the reducing

another; and therefore failing from Cagliari the i8th of

Auguft^ he arrived before Port-Mahon on the 25th j but

not finding lieutenant-general Stanhope (afterwards carl

Stanhope^ and fecretary of ftate) he fcnt two (hips of the

third rate, to Majorca^ to haften the embarkation of thofe

which were to be furniflied from that ifland. Thefe re-

turned the xft of September with fome fcttecs, laden with

military (lores for the army; nor was it more than two

days, before the Milford^ and three Dutch (hips of war,

arrived with the lieutenant-general, being fol' wt" by five

third rates, convoy to fifteen tranfports, tha' had y board

them the land-forces 5 whereupon, a cou- il ^f war was

held of the fea-officers, and it was refolved, , at the (hips

which were to return to Great Britaiff, tt '^\d leave behind

them, to a(n(t in the attempt, all the marine foldicrs,

above th'. aiiddle compliment of each of them, and that

l\tt fquadron of Engij/h and Dutch^ defigned to be con-

^nued abroad with fir Edwgrd PFhitaker^ (hould remain
•

• at

^ This ifland lies to the north of Corfica, from which it is

divided by a fmall and fliallow arm of the Tea. It has on th6

^ft, the fea of Sicily ; on the weft, the mediterranean ; on the

(buth, the coaft of Afric, from which it is not diftant above fifty

leagues. It is divided into two parts by the rivers Credo, and
Lirfo, and is ej^treamly fruitful in corn, oil, honey, and all the

[[lecei&ries of life. As foon as fhe Eoglifli fleet appeared, the

clergy dedared unanimoofly for king Charles ; and the admiral

^ad the fatisfadiion of (eeing the new vice-roy he carried overi,

efiabliCbed in \\ip p^ceaUe poflleiSon of his government in the
^ace of a week, and without the lofs of fo much as a man.
The .i[eader wiU find the capitulationt at larg^ in the compleat
Ijii^ory of Euro^, for 170^, p* 261.
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at P9rt-Mah$tft to aili(t with their marines and feamen iir

the redudion of that place, fo fong as the lieutenant-ge-

Dcral (houid defira it ; due regard being bad to the fcafon

of the /ear, the time their provilions might laft, and t^

transporting from Naplts to htmtknu^ four thoufand of

the emperor's troop? for the fcrvice of his catholic nwjefty.

It was alfo reiblvqd, thit the Rn^iijb ibips (bould fpare the

forces as much bread as they copldy and both they an^

the Duuh^ all their cannoB-{bot» except what might be

neceflary for their awn defence; and that, when every

thing (hoy Id be landed, which was neceflary fortheiiege^

the admiral (hould proceed to England^ with one fecond

rate, and fix thirds of ours, and eight Dutch (hips of the

line J but fome time after this, he ient home iv/o Engli/b^

and two Dutch (hips of war, with the empty tranfports of

both nations, in order to their being difcharged. The
liege was carried on viith fuch vigour, that, by the end

of O^ffber, ihe pface furrcndercd, and the garrifon, con-

fifling of about a thoufand men, marched out, and were

afterwards tranfportefl on board our veflcis, fome to France^

ind others to Spqiu^ according to the articles of the capi-

tulation *.

B£roRE this conquefl of Port-Mahon^ Pert Fenelli

wr^ich had beneath it a harbour no lefs confiderable, tho*

kfs noted than P^rt-Mahm had fubmitted to the obedience

of

^ The troops under the cofpmand of general Stanhope, con-
lifted of no more than two thoufand &x. hundred men, which
were landed at Port Mabc^, on the 14th of Oaober. They
were not able to batter the place till the 28th, and two days after,

it furrendered ; about fifty men were killed and wounded in the
iiege, and among the former, captain Stanhope, of the Milfbrdj
brother to the general, a young gentleman of great hopes, aiK|

who had diflinguifhed himf^lf remarMi>ly upon this occafioo.
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^ of king Charles. This fervicc, was owing to captain

SutUr^ and captain Fairb^rtie, who bauered that fort, wlih

the two (hips under their command, till the/ obliged it

to furrender. The place was naturally Itrong, and was,

befidesy tolerably fortified ; having four baftions, and twelve

pieces of brafs cannon : yet, it coll but four hours time, and

the lofs of fix men Julled, and twelve wounded. They found

p the garrilbn, a hundred cannon, tl^ree thoufand barrels«f

powder, and all things necefiary for a good dcf^^nce. SoMe

little time after, the general fent a detachment ot sbuut ^

|iundred Spaniards, with three hundred, or more, of the

mai'()uis Pifard*& regiment to CitadiUa, the chief town of

(he ijQand on the weft fide thereof. Sir Edward Whitakery

difpatched two (hips of war thither ; which place put th«m

to no great trouble, for the garrifon immediately furren-

fpering, were made prlfoners of war, con(i{ting of a hun-

dred Frencby and as many Spaniards* 3eing thus pofiv°fie^

of this important iiland, we had thereby the advantage of

an excellent harbour, which, during the war, was exceed-

Ingtyuftfiii to us in the cleaning and refitting fuch of our

Ihips, as were employed in the Mediterranean ; and not

only magazines of ilores were lodged there for that pur-

pofe, but fuch oflicers^ appointed to refide on the place, as

^ere judged requifite, and a vaft expence faved thereby

^0 the nation \
But

^ The reduction of the ifland of minorca, was fo confiderable

a fervfcr, that all imaginable pains were taken, to make the

britifh nation jfenfible thereof, by giving an exa^ relation of that

whole proceeding, >n the Gazette { and after general Stanhope

had tranfmitted an account or the conqued of the whole iflaod,

the eari of Sunderland, then principal fecretary of State, wrot^

tbefollowiog letter tohis exeeriencv upon that fubjcft.

^i-M-

. i
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' BvT, it is now time we (bould return to the Rcetp

which, at we obferved, failed under the command of &
John Leah for England^ the lixth of September. His ex-

cellency, on his arrival at Gibraltar, being there informed

that four French men of war hstd taken fomr of our mer-

chant- (hips, running as they called it, without convoy»

near cape Spartel, and carried them into Cadiz ; he

thought proper to leave a fmall fquadron, confiding of two

third rates, one fourth, and a fifth, to cruize in that Na-

tion, in order to prevent fuch accidents for the future,

and then purfued his voyage to England, where he arrived

fafely at St. Helens^ on the 19th of October ', having met

in the foundings with the fquadron cruizing there under

the command of lord Durflty, afterwards earl of Berkley^

and for fome time at the head of the admiralty.

Sir Edward Whitoker had now the fole command of

the fquadron left for the Meditterranean fervice, and wai

confequently

«( S I R,
«

I received od Monday the favour of yours, of the 30th of
" S ptember, N, S. by captain Moyfer, with the welcome news
** of your taking Port Mahon ; which though it came at the fame
" time as the news of taking of Lifle, yet was not all lefTcncd
*' by it : every body looking upon our being in poileffion of
" Port- Mahon, as of the laft conlequence to the carrying on th«

war in Spain ; befides, the other advantages, if we are wife, we
may reap from it, both in war and peace* I cannot exprefi

to you the fenfe the queen, and every body here, have of
your zeal and conduct, in thi; affair, to which this very im-
portant fuccefs is fo much owing. I heartily condole with yoa

" for the lofs of your brother, which, indeed, is a public lofs to
** us all, he was fo deferving a young man. I raoft not omie
** telling you, the q^ueen does entirely approve of your leaving an
'* Englim garrifon m Port Mahon, tor the reafons you mention,
<* though tome pf them muft be kept fecret* Her roajefty doth
<( approve alfo of the governor you have named, &c.**

lurchct, Burnet, Oldmixon, London-Gazette, No. 4481.

«
«(
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confequently expofed to all the difficulties which ufialty

happen to officeri under different order*. On the one fide,

he wat uound to regulate hb conduct by the inftruAloni

left him by fir Jthn Liake ; on the other, he wai continu-

ally folliqited by king CharUs^ to underuke this, or that

expedition, for his fervice. The chief thing the imperial

court had at this time in ^iew, was, the reduction of

Sicilfy^ an enterprize not to be undertaken, but in con-

junftion with our fleet j and, as it afterwards proved, not

then neither i for when fir Edward had difpofed every

thing in the beft manner poflible, for the fupporting this

defign, the vice-roy of NapU$ declared, there were fuch

difcontents in that kingdom, as w'>uld not allow him to

fend any troops from thence j but, if fir Edward fybitaker

would furnifli him with a fmall fquadron, he was ready

to undertake the reduction of the places on the coaft of

Tufcany^ which belonged to the crown of Spain, In com-
pliance with this requeft, the Difiance^ and the Torkf with

the terribli bomb-veffel, were feni into the road of Piom-

binoi but, the Germans, as ufual, were fo backward in

their preparations, that it was neceiTary to continue a

month longer in ihofe feas ; to very little purpofe, at leaft

With refpeft to either of the defigns before-mentioned : but,

• In regard to a difpute that then fubfifted between his holi-

nefj and the imperial court, and which had almoft rifen

into a war, it had a better effeft ; for our chafing fomes

of the pope's gallies, and tbreatning to bombard Civitta

Vecchia^ conttibuted not a little to bring down the Pon-

tiff^s haughty ftomach, and inclined him tO an accommo-

dation upon terms acceptable to the imperial court. All

this time, fir Edward PPOntaktr was at Leghorn^ attending

the motions of the German troops, where, he unexpe^ed-

\Y reocircd a ktter from king Charles III. of a very rxtra-

ordinaiy
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-ordfwry Mturc. Hf3 majcfty acquainted him therein, th^t

.Uie enemy had not only beficged the jciry of DenUt m
iFa/incia^ but had threatned alio to attack yf/kant^ in which
-they were to be Aipported by a Fnneb ffeat of fifteen (hips

of the line. For thefe reafons, and to prevent his being

furrounded in C^talmia, his majefty earneftly entreated

him not to pafs the Sfreights^ as by Sir John Leah's i|>-

•ftru£lion9 he was required to do, but to remain upon the

€oaft of Spain', afluving him, if he did othcrwife, he
would charge upon him all the misfortuneHhat might hap-

J)Cii to his a^ifs. General Stanhope alfo wrote much to

. the fame purpofe ; upon which, it vfras refolved in a coun-

fcrl of war, to proceed immediately to Fado, to take OQ

board there, a reraforcement of German foot, for the fcr»

vice of king Charksy and then fail dire^ly for Barcehni^"^^

' In purfuance of this defign, fir Edward JVhitaker left

Leghorn en the 27th of November^ and having executed it

Very fuccefsfuHy, arrived fafely at Barcelona. Therj, the

- king acquainted him by letter, that, according to what had

bcfn

II '

I
II in •

" The affairs of king Philip continued to profper, after the

battle jof Almanza, on all fides. The duke of Orleans, corn-

manded the beft part of the year, and after making hinifelf

maHer of Tortofa, had certainly carried his conquefts farther,

if the French court had not thought fit to recall him ; tlu; reaCons

of which extraordinary ftep, have been fomewhat ditierently re-

ported. It is, on the one hand, alledged, that ths princefs of

Urfins, who at that time entirely governed king Philip, fell into

a correfpondence with the enemies of the duke of Orleans at the

French court, and by a multitude of intrigues, rendered him odi^

ousto his uncle, Lewi« XIV. On the other hand, it is as oonfi*>

dently affirmed, that his royal highnefs held a fecr^t correfpon*

dence with the allies, and had pilfally formed a project for fup«'

planting king Philip. Whatever his political Schemes might be«'

he certainly (hewed himfelf an able .general, fince, by keeping

count Starenberg empl«ycd in Catalonia> be gavt the Chevalier'

d'Asfeldt time to conquer Valencia.



"i \ Of ^een ANNE. A 79
jbe^n agreed on, at a council ef war held in hii royal pre-

fence, the mod conliderable fervice the fquadron under his

commaad could do, at that jundure, was to return t^

Jtafyp and convoy the troops from thence defigncd for Ca^

talottia i but withal, recommended to him not only the

convoyiiig the tranfports, with coin from Majtrca^ and

tbeir being afterwards fent to Sardinia^ for a further Aipplyv

^nd for horfes to mount their cavalry, but that, wbco b^

ihould bu on the coall of Italy ^ he would appoint Tuck

ijbips as cardinal Grimani might delire, to fecure the paf*

(age of the Pharo of MeJJinay which mig^t conduce to

the more fpeedy accoounodation of affairs that were nego*

tiating at Rome, Hereupon, it was agreed, that the Dutch

fliip9 iO^ould proceed direAly to Majorca^ and convoy the

tranfporta to Barceknay and from thence to dtgliari^ as

foon as. they (hould be unladen, while the reft of the

fquadron made the beft of their way to Leghm-n, where

arnving, they met with very bad weather ; but had ad-

vice, that matters were accommodated at Rcme^ the pope

living owned Charles III. king of Spain ; and from the

marquis de Prie^ that three thoufand effective men (hould

be ready to embark at Naples^ as foon as ihey arrived

-Aere". Thefe negotiations took up the remaiiiing part

of

i». i<W m int »i »m A . t ,.

**» The pope had all aloB; fhewn a great inclination t5 favotfr..

the-fa-eaCh intencft, ;i««l the emperor having differed with hiirt
'

abput their tempor..! rights, the pope bcg-n to raife troops and
toTjchave as if he i tended to difpute the point after the manner
of fovcreigns i but the Germun troops enteritr^ the ecclefiaftical ••

Ihte, and living there at difcrt lion, and the £ngh(h fleet threat-

fling his coad!, he was conilrained, much dgainil; hiS will, and
^

af^er firuggling ajjainil it to the utmoil of ivi* power, to acknow- ^

ledge king Charirg, and to fubmit, in every oiner rrlpedt, to *

tii^ tcim$ preiiribed by (b» emperor. About the Ua\e dine, fr^ "^

vtr»lo-»«
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of the wiAter, and therefore, here we are to put an ehd

to our account of £\t Edward fp^taker's fquadronj the

proceedings of which» we (hall refume, when we come

-to fpcak of the naval tralifeftions of the enfuing year.

'. The fquadron appointed to cruize in the Soundings^

was commanded this year by lord Durjley^ who was Very

fortunate in protecting our trade, but not altogether fO

happy in chafing the French (hips that appeared from limit

to time upon our coaft, which was owing to the foulnef^

of his (hips, and to the cleannefs of theirs. In the middle

of the fummer, a refolution was taken, to ihake a de-

fcent on, or at lead to alarm, the coall of France i and

(ir George Byngy as admiral, and lord DurJIey^ as Vice-ad-

miral of the blue, were appointed to command the fleet

deflined for that purpofe, and lieutenant-general Erle^ had

the command c> the land-forces. Many things were gi<*

ven out with relation to this expedition, the true defiga

of which, was difturbing the French naval armaments on

their coalls, and obliging the French court to march great

bodies of men to protect their maritime towns, which ne*

ceflarily occalioned the dimini(hing of their army in Flan*

ders. On the 27 ih of July^ the fleet, with the tranfports,

having the troops on board, which were intended for the

defcent, failed from Spitbead, and came the next day to •

an anchor off Deal, The 29tb, they (lood over to cht-

coalt of Picardy^ as well to alarm, as to amufe the ene-

my, and to be ready for further orders. The xft of Ju^

gHfl

t

veral of the fortrcflcs on the coaft of Tufcany were . jduced by
the countenance of ourtfleet i and fomething, probabiv^ had been

attempted in Sicily, but that king Philip fent over tnicher count

Mahoni, an experienced officer, with a fcafotuble rcioforcemfnt

of three thoufaod men.
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iU/i the fleec faifed again^ and anchored the next day irl

the bay of Bouhgne^ where they made a feint of landing

their troops; the thirds they Hood in pretty nigh the

(hore, to obferve the condition of the enemy* The fourth

they weighed ; but anchored again about noon in the bay

of EJiaples. Here a deiachment of troops were landed \

hut the project on Hiore, which this defcent was to have

countenanced, being laid afide, an exprefs brought new

orders from England, upon which the troops were re-eni-

barked. The fevcnth, they ftood over again to the coaft

of Enghindy and, bemg joined by more Iranfports in Dd'

ver-Ready arrived ihc eleventh in the bay of La Hague.

The twelfth, they defigned to have landed ; but upon

viewing the coaft, thf^ found fo many troops brought to*

gether, to oppofe a defcent, and fo many forts and bat-

teries on Ihore, that it was deemed impradicable. The
fourteenth, the fleet failed again, to the weftward j bur,

the wind coming about the next day, they altered ihcir

courlc, and lay before Ch^rbdurg, but found no profpeift

of doing any thing there. The fame day, the lord Dur-

Jlevy in the Oxford^ with fix other men of war. . d fri-

gates, failed to the weftward, to Cruiie in th<- undines.

The feventeenih, the reft of the fleet re u<,icd to the

bay of La Hogite't but the men growing f.. ./, and pro-

vifions falling fiiort, fir George Byng returned to Spifheai

on the twenty-eighth ".

Vol. IV. Q XYheM
m-

• M: . Fccrcriry R.ircoft takes net the le.ift notice of this cx-

pc'.iitioii, though we Invo i» vtry large accou ^: of it in tbr Ga-
te ttt'S, No. 44)S, 44^9. 4|5o, 4461. ice T\\t- French hiflnrl-

ans, hkcwife, luigLif)" the p/tat adviinti^gc they obcained, by r<r-

pclling chis iiivafiwn Af'ici thui alarnjing the FrcncU co»lf, anj

cieating
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When the fquadron under lord Durjley^ had been vic-

tualled, and refitted, at Plymouth.^ he failed from thence

on the 28th of September, with five fhips of war, and wa»

joined the next day by The Hampjhhe^ which had taken a

.fmall French privateer. His lordfljip took another himfelf,

of twenty-four guns, belonging to St. Malo, which had

done a great deaf of naifchicf. On the 7th of Nruember^

his lordfhip returned to Plymouth, and foon after, Tha

Hamp/hire brought in. a privateer of fixteen guns, and a

xich merchantman bound to the IVejUInditi ; The Salijbury^

likewife brought in two prizes, and through the great vigi-

lance of this noble commander, the whole coaft was very

thoroughly prote<fted. In the middle of December, his

lordfhip having cleaned his fhip, put to fea again with his

fquadron, and on the 29th, faw two fhips which chafed

himj but when they came near, they bore away, and

then his lordfliip returned the complement, by ehaiVng;

.ihcm with alt the fail he could make, and at lad camt

within gun-(hot, when their commander lightened ihtVA^

by throwing many things over board, and fo they efcaped i

which gave great concern to his lordfhip, the one being a

fixty, the other a fifty-gun (hip: So, that after a ftiors

cruize, he relumed with his fquadron to Piymmth, with-

out being able to make any other prize than a French fifh-

ing-veilel, from the banks of N<,'W/ 'indland. This indefa-

tigable diligence of his lordfliip , aiough it was not attend-

4pd with any extraordinary fuccefs, gave great fatlsfadtion to

the

creating the enemy inexpreflible trouble, the duke of Marlborough

dcfired, that this body of troops might be landed at Oitend, which

%vas accordingly performed on the Z3d of September, at fo critical

r jundure, that it is thought, if they had not arrived as they did,

^c c*:) of Lifts could fcarcc have been taken.
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the merchants, as it hindered the French privateers from

venturing near our coails, as they had done for many years

before, to the inexpreffihle dam^.ge of our trade, as well as

to the prejudice of our reputation, as a maritime power.

It was, therefore, juftly relblved, to give his lordfliip aa

extraordinary mark of her majefty's favour, by promoting

him to the rank of vice-admiral of the white ; and though

this was fomewhat retarded, by the death of his royal

highnefs the lord high-admiral, yet it took place in the fpring

of the fucceeding year f.

Before we part with this fubjeft, in order to account,

as we have promifed to Jo, for what happened this year ia

the IVeft-lndiei^ it is rcquifite to fpeak of the paflage of the^

queen of Portugal^ on board our fleet to Lijbon. Her mi-

jefty was ftilcd, before her marriage, the arch-dutchefs

Maiy-Ann of Aujlria^ daughter to the emperor Leopold^

and lifter to the emperor Jofeph. This marriage was

thought to be highly advantageous to the common caufe,

and was therefore very grateful to our court, who readily

offered to fend her majefty to Lijbon on board a Britijb

Iquadron. In the beginning of ihe month of September^

(he fet out for Holland^ where rear-admiral Baker attended,

with a fmall fquadron, to bring her over ; which he accord-

ingly did, on the 25ih of that month, and landed her at

Port/mouthy where ihe (laid fome days, at the houfe of

Thomas Ridge, cfq; and the queen, being then at ff^nd/or,

fent inftanily the duke of Grafton., to compUment ' ma-

G 2 jefty

P What 1 have here advanced, is on all banc's allowed, and c-

ven by bifhop Burnet himfelf, who conftfles, that lUch greater

care was taken of our trade, and the French privateers were more
tiTeiluaily reftraincd, than in any yrar fince th« war bc^an. tjur-

chtt, Burnet, Oldmixun, conjplent hillory of I'^urope, for iheyear

1703. Annals of queen Anne, &c.
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jefty on her part, as his roynl hlghnefs the prince of D/«-

mari did the lord Dehwur. On the 6ih of OHober^ a-

bout three in the afternoon, the queen of Portugal went

on board The Royal Anne^ where her majefty was received

by fir George Byng^ and on her going off, the governor fa-

luted her with all the cannon of the place ; and the next

mornings at feven o'clock, the fleet weighed, and put to

fea, when all the cannon of the town were again dilchar-

gcd. Sir George Byng proceeded with a fair wind, and,

after a quick and eafy pallage, brought hsr majefty fafely

iato thr river oi Lifbcn, on the i6th of the fame month.

The king, with Icveral magnificent bar^'es, went on board

^h$ Royal Anne to welcome the queen; and returning

from thence, their majeftics U'nded at the bridge of the pji-

lace, under a magnificent triumphal-arch, from whence

they proceeded through a vaft crowd of people, to the

roy:^! chapel, where they received the nuptial benediiSion,

amd heard 71? Deum fung. His majefty condudled the queen

to her apartment, and ihty Tupped in public with the in-

fantas. There Were great reioicings upon this occafion,

and fir' works and illuminations for three nights together.

Thr queen having gencrcufly exprefled her great fatisfac-

lion as to the fnrertainment fhe had received, during her

flay in Engknd\ undoubtedly the king was very liberal in

in his magnificent prefents to the admiral, and others that

conducted her. Th*: arrival of the queen was attended

^'iih fome other circumftances, which increafed fhe joy of

the people J for on the 12th, four fliips from Brazil, came

"UuQ fcbe ,ifer, and reported, that the reft of that fo long

o'pccicd iiv'U, were near the coaft. Several other (hipa.>

came in lifter,vards, fo that, ,out of aDout a hundred fail,

there Wi-rc bu rhiriy or forty wanting, which were delain-

ti
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ed by contrary winds. The cargo was rich, and there

was a good quantity of gold in fpecie aboard •>.

Si r Gerge^ the very next day after his arrival, had in-

telligence, that fonie French (hips, of conllderable force,

had been fccn upon the co^ft, which were fuppofed to be

waiting for the red of the homeward-bound Brazil fleet.

Upon this, he immediately failed in queft of them, though

without /uccff?, except, that the news of his being at lea,

forced them to retire, and thereby fecured the fafe arrival

in port, of the remaining thirty- four fliips, which dropped

in by degree?. About the middle of November^ fir George

received orders to proceed to Port-Mahon^ to winter there,

and to leave fir John Jennings at Lijion, with a fmall fqua-

dron. But, be/ore he left that river, he received the

queen's orders to wear the union-flag in the Mediterranean.

He failed on the 27 th of Decembery with fix (hips of the line,

two firefliips, and three ftore-lhips or tenders, leaving or-

ders with fir John Jennings, to appoint the firll fhips he

fliould have clean, to guard the mouth o( iht Streighis ; and

having fent two third rates, two fourths, and a fifth a-head

of him, to Alicanty to aflure the governor wf the caflle

there of his afliftance', he arrived himfclf about the height

of cape Paks the 3d of January, when flanding in for A-

licant^ the wind came off from the land fo frcfli, at N.

G 3 N.

1 Colonel Godfrey, who had married the duke of M.irlro-

rough's filler, was fer.t to I*orrf.nouth, to defray the t'xptticcs of

the queen of Porrugil's houft.oU?, while ihe contimird iiitre, and
accorJir.gly he kept eight tables all that liaie. Her in;ij lly, in

telliaiOny of her giatefal fenle of the honours paid her by our
court, made a prefent to the duke of Graftcn of a dimionil ring

worth twelve thoufand crowns, and gave H<iiniral Hyrg her pic-

tu;e, fet with diamonds, to a very great value. Her pjflage was
rcmaikably happv , as Che was not above uu days at fea.

r i
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K. W. that he could not fetch the bay, fo that he bore »•

way to Port-Mahon ; but when he had got within four

leagues of that place, which was on the 5th, the wind

came to the north, and N. N. E. blowing extream hard,

with much fnow $ and the next day it was fo very tem-

pciTuous, that it fcparated moft of the fquadron, forcing

him almoft as high as Sardinia-, but on the 12th, he got

into Port'Mahon, where he found moft of the fquadron .

When we laft mentioned the exploits of the Engli/h

navy in America^ we gave an account of the arrival

there of fir John Jennings^ who commanded in thofe pans

from OHobtr 1706, to January 1707, without hav-

ing it in his power to perform any thing very remarkable.

He was fucceedcd in his command by commodore JVager^

who arrived at Jamaica in the fummer of the year 1707,

and difpofed all things in fuch a manner, that the defigns

of the enemy were rendered abfolutely abortive j the feve-

ral Englijh fettlements were thoroughly proteded, and fuch

convoys granted the merchants, as put the trade of that

part of the world, into a much better condition than it

had been Hnce the breaking out of the war ; all which was

vc^v honourably acknowledged by the planters and mer-

chants *. In the beginning of the year 1708, that part of

thtf world was much alarmed with the news of M. du

Cajfe'% arrival, with a French fquadron of great force, and

which, it was fuppufed, had fome defign upon the i/Ian^

f f

r Burchet, compleat hiftory of Europe, OIdmixon» life of

queen Annf, Pointer's chronol. hiftory.

The commodore was a man particularly agreeable to people

in that part of the world, from his difintereiled difpofition, ancl

from his defirc to contribute in every refpe^ to the protlt£Uon of

their trade, which he did not only without feeking, but even

without accepting any gratifications, as the merchants themfelvcs

wrote pver to tbe board of admiralty.
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tif Jamaica, This apprehenfion, however, foon blew o-

vcr, upon the commodore's receiving certain intelligence,

that du Cajfe was fa fled for the Hovannah^ in order to con-

^'oy home the galleons. It is certain, that under his con-

voy, they might have been abfolutely fafc, fince he had

double the ftrenjgih of the Englijh fleet in thofe Teas ; and

therefore, we may very well admire, that commodore

JVagtr Ihould ever form a defign upon thefe treafurc-fliips*

and much more, that he (hould fucceed in it, in fpite of

all the vigilance and care of M. du Cajfe^ at once, the

mod able, and moft adtive fea-oflScer in ihe French fer-

vice ».

Such as knew the difpofition of the late fir Charles

pyageTy will readily acquit me of -flatte.y, when I venture

to give this character of him : rhat he was an officer who
valued his reputatiun as much, and his fortune as little, as

any man that ever was in the Britijh fervice. Avarice,

therefore, had no fliare in this projedt of his, wiiiclj was

grounded only in a defire of doing his duty, and teftoring

the reputation of rhe Britijb arms, which haA not been a

little funk in that part of the worM, efpecially by the co-

vetoufnefs and cowardly proceedings of feme of our com-

manders. The commodore underftood perfeftly the rout

of the Galleons: He knew, that they were to fail from

Porto-Belloy to Carthagena, and from thence to the Ha-
vannahy and, as he was very fenfible, that it was to no

purpofe to attempt theqi after they had joined du Caffe,

he was refolved to try, if it was not pofliblc to intercept

them in their paffage from Porto-Belloy to Carthagena, With'

this view he fcnt captain Humphrey Pudner^ in The Se*

G 4 verntf 'm

* Hiftoire militaire, torn. vi. p. 124.
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vtrntj to watch the enemies motions, in Porto-Belh, froni

whom he received advice, on the 23d of May^ that on the

iQlh the galleons were failed. The commodore had thea

with him, The Expiditien, King/Ion^ Partlandy and Ful^

ture fire-fhip, and cruized to the lyth^ in expectation of

the galleons, but not meeting with them, the commodore

began to fear they had intelligence of his bjping on thQ

coaft, and were gone for the Havonnak ".

On the 28th of Af<^, about noon, the galleons, in a|[l

feventeen fail, were difccrncd, from his top-mall head,

and at the fame time they difcovered him; but defpifingfo

fmall a force, refolved to proceed. He chafed them till

evening, when they, finding they could not v^tber the

Baru^ a fmall i/land which lay in their pafTage to Cartha-^

gfnat refolved to difpute the matter there, and ftretching

therefore to the northward with an eafy fail, they drew a^

vrell as they could into a line of battle. The admiral, who

wore a white pennant at the main-top-maft-head, in th9

centre, the vice-admiraj, with the fame pennant at the fore-

|op-maft-head in the rear, and the rear-admiral, who borp

the pennant on the mizon-top maft'head, in the van, ^'

bout half a mile from each other, there being other (hipf

between them* Of the feyentecPj two were iloops, and

'ojn<

" This was an afT-iir of prodigious confcquence ; for, firfl, the

galleons had not returned to Europe for feveral years, and confe-

quently were extrava(;antly rich. This very fquadron, that was
attacked by commcdore Wager, had on board forty-eight millions

of pieces of eight ' The Spaniards and French depended entirely

bpon this fupii^y, their calh and credit being abfolutely worn out,

ib that their mint- bills were at t|iirty and forty per cent, difcount'.

}t wa<» for thefe reafons, that care was taken to fend fo flronj; a
ijprench fquadron into the Weft- Indies, and under the command
too, of an o^cer, who, befides his high reputation in every other

xefped, was (he beft accuainced, of any man, ^i(h thoie (e^f^
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one a brigantinC) which Hood in for the land, two othen

of them were Frtncb (hip$, which running away, had no

ihare in the a^ion j the reft Spaniards, Tiic commodoro

inftanily made his difpofition, he refolved to attack the aa-

Riiral himfelf, gave inftrudlions to captain Simon Bridgts^

who commanded The King/ion^ to engage thq vice-admi-

ral, and fend his boat to Tbt Portland^ commanded by

captain Eaward Windfor^ with orders to attack the rear-ad-

miral, and as there was no immediate occaiion for ihe fire*

ihip, fhe plied to the windward ''.

Th£ fun was juft fctting, when commodore Wager

came up with the admiral, and then beginning to engage,

in abo^t an hour and bali's time (it being dark) ihe blew

,up> not without great danger to Ihe Expedition^ from the

Splinters and planks which fell on board her, on fire, and

the gr^at heat of the biaft. Hereupon, the commodore

put abroad his fignal lights, for keeping company, and en-

deavoured to continue fight of feme of the enemies fliips;

but finding after this accident, they began to feparate, and

difcovering but one, which was the rear-admiral, he made

^ail after her, and coming up about ten o'clock, when he

jcould not judge which way her head lay, it being very

dark, he happened to fire his broadfiJe, at Icaft (iiany guns

^nto her ftern, which did fo much damage, that it feemed

to difable her from making fail, and being then to leeward,

\[t tacking on the Spaniard^ got to windward of him, and

^be Kin^kn apd Portland (which had, by reafon of the

dvkncls

* Commodore Wager, was wont to fay, in private converfa-

tion, that a man, who would not fight for a galleon, would fight

for nothing ; and probably, it was in a full perfuafion of this, tli4(

he attempted fo nuaicrqu& a f^nadron ^ith fo ftuali a iurcc.
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darknefs of the night, or the blowing up of the Spaniji

admiral, \"hich made it very thick thereabouts, loft fight

of the other (hips) following his lights foon after, came up

with him, and aflifted in taking the rear-admiral, who

called for quarter about two in the morning. On board

of this (hip, he fcnt his boats to bring to him, the chief

officers, and before the rifing of the fun, he faw one large

(hip on his weather-bow, and three fail upon the weather-

quarter, three or four leagues off ours, lying, then with their

heads to the north, the wind being at N. E. an eafy gale.

Then he put out the fignal for The Kingjion and Portland,

to chafe to windward, not being able himfelf to make fail,

being much difabled ; and, as he had a great part of his

men in the prize, fo were there no lefs than three hundred

Spanijh prifoncrs on board his own (hip *.

O N Sunday the 30th, the wind being from the N. E.

to N. N. W. and but little of it, The Kin^on znd Portland

had left off chafe ; but he made the fignal for continuing

it, which they did, and ran him out of fight, the firefliip

ftill continuing with him, a^'id he having lain by fometime,

not only to put the prize in a condition of failing, but to

refit his own rigging, made fail eaftward on the 31ft, when

The Kingjion and Portland joined him, and gave him an

account, that the (hip they chafed, was the vi- e-admiral

;

to which, as they faid, they came fo near, as to fire their

broadfides into her j but were fo fer advanced towards the

Salmedinas^ a ihoal off CarthagenOy that they were forced

to tack, and leave her. This gave the commodore great

.uneafinefs, and determined him to call the captains pf

thefe

* Burchet, Burnet, Oldrnixon. Compleat hiftory of Europe,

for 1 708 ; annals of queen Anne » Pointer's chronol. hift. &c.
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thefe (hips to account; but, in the mean time* he ient

them orders to take, or deftroy a galleon of forty guns, which

ht underftood, by a Swedijh (hip that had been trading at

Baru^ had taken fhelter in that ifland. She was juft com-

ing out of port, as The Kingjlon and Portland appeared

;

upon which, her crew ran her a-fliore, fet her on fire, and

blew her up, fo that nothing could be got out of her, as

our captains affirmed, and this, as it appeared to the com-

modore afterwards, was true. On the 2d of June^ the

commodore finding his^ provifions and water fhort, the

wind contrary, and nothing more to be done in thofe

parts, refolved to fet the Spani/h prifoners a (horc, accord-

ing to their requeft, o** the ifland of BarUy and then pro-

ceed for Jamaica j which he performed accordingly, and

the Spanijh rear-admiral retained, as long as he lived, a

grateful fenfe of the commodore's civility ^,

On
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y According to th;^ account given to the commodore by thefe

prifone«, of the ftrength and value of the fquadron, and which
fcem to deferve more credit than any others, the admiral called

the St. Jofeph, carried fixty-four guns, and had fix*hundred men,

jof whom, feventeen only were laved, and had on board a'bout

feven millions in gold and filver; the vice, admiral mounted fixty-

four guns, and had between four and five-hundred men, with a-

bout fix millions ; the rear-admiral mounted forty-four guns, but

carried eleven more in her hold, and had only thirteen chefls of
pieces of eight, and fourteen Tows of filver; the reft of the gal-

leons were for the moil part loaded with cocoa, It is very re-

markable, that in all the adtion, the commodore had but two
men killed, and nine wounded. I (hall take this opportunity of

adding a fuccindt account, of a gallant exploit performed by an
Engliih officer, a little before the taking the galleons. Captain

Coleby, commander of a privateer floop, of about one hundred

men, meeting with fourteen fail of brigantines and floops, laden

with valuable goods, going from the galleons at Porto- Bello, to

Panama, u.ider conyoy of a guard-floop, bravely fought the

guardrflpop, and took her, and fix more. The Spaniards offered

the captain pne hundred and eighty th^oufand pieces of eight for

jUie ranfom of the floop, which he refufed.

»
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On the 8th of July^ tht Expedition^ Kingjlon^ and

Vulture fire-(hip, brought the prize f^fe into Port-Royal

harbour, where the commodore foon after arrived. He
found, at his return, the new aft of parliament for the

diftribution of prizes ; and though he had before permitted

the failors to plunder as they thought fit, when the prize

was taken, yet now he appointed agents, in obedience to

that adt of parh'ament, and ordered captain Long to deliver

up near thirty thoufand pounds worth of filver, and eftedts,

that he had taken between decks, in order to fatisfy the

failors of the uprightnefs of his intentions- He likewifc

took care to difpatch proper intelligence to England^ that

fliips might be fitted out to cruize for the galleons that had

efcaped j and on the 23d of July, he held a ccurt-martial

on the two captains, who had done their duty fo indiffe-

rently in the late engagement ^.

i(V"J<»+

iHf

* In the London Gszettee, N". 4476, we have the following

account of the proceedings of this court-martial.

At a court-martial held onboard her majefty*s fliip, Expedition,

at Port-Royal in Jamaica, the 23^ of July, 1708.

.* , .. PRESENT,
Charles Wager, efq; commander in chief of a fquadron of her

inaje(ly*s Ihips in the Well-Indies, President.

Captain Barrow Harris, of The Affiftance; captain Tudor
Trevor, of The Windfor ; captain Humphrey Pudncr, of The
Severne ; captain Steven Hutchins, of The Scarborough ; captain

Henry Long, of The Expedition ; captain Abraham Tudor, of

The Dolphin.

All duly fworn according to an a£l of parliament.

Captain Simon Bridges, commander of her majefty's (hip The
Kington, was tried for not having performed his duty, in a late

li^ion with the SpaniOi galleons, on the coaft of Carthagena, in

. New
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A few days after, the commodore received a commif-

fion, appointing him rear-admiral of the blue, which bore

date before his taking of the galleon ; and therefore, as mr.

Lediard very juftly obferves, ought not to be confidered as

a reward for that aclion ; in which lights ho-vever, many
other writers have placed it. Captain ^jnhn Edwards

arriving at Jamaica^ with The Monmouth, zl third rate

;

Thei\\\

New Spain, on the 28th, 29th and 30th of May laft ; tnd it did

appear by evidence upon oath, thit die laid captain Simon Bridges,

through miiconduft, did rtot ufe his utmoU etiiieavours to eng^g<r,

and tike the enemy, on the 28ch of May laA, at ntght ; and that

iie did, tco negligently, purfue the chafe of the Spanim vice-ad-

miral, the 29th and 30th ; and, thnt h^ it-ft of chafe, tjrhen with-
in gun ihot of the faid (hip, doubting the pildi*s knowledge, and
bearing near the ihoa), called Silmadinas, though the pilot offer-

ed to carry the fhip within the faid (hoal, after the faid viCe-ad-

miral; but no want of perfonal courajre being aliedged againA

him, this court does only find him guilty of the breach of part

of the (2th, and pirt of the 14th articles of war, and for the

faid offence, do difimifs him, the laid capftiin Simon Bridges, from
being captain of her majelly*s fl;ip, Kingtlon*

Captain Edward Windfor, commander of her majady's (hip

The Portland, being tried for not doin^ his duty, in a late idtioa

with the Spanifh galleons, on the coall of Carthagena, \t\ Netv
Spain, on the 28th, 29th, and 30th of May lull ; it did appear,

by evidence upon oath, that the laid captain Edwird Win^for wai

flick in his dt.y, by not bearing fo near the enemy, as to keep
fight of fome of'them, when they Were engaged on the 28th ac

night ; that upon chnfing; the enemy, next day, by fignal from the

cbmmodore„ he left off chace, and bore dotvn to l^hc Kingfton,

in the evening, when he ou^ht not to have done fo ; and that (Ml

the 30th, when The Kingfton and Portland clifed the vice-ad-

rtiral of the galleons, near the Silmadinas, he Ihortned fail before

he came up with the faid (hip, fo fafr as he might have done ; bat

it appears, that he was led into tliefe miflakts through want of
judgment, and having too great a regard to c.pcain Bridges, of

The Kingrton, as a fenior officer. This court having duly confi-'

dered the whole matter, do find him guilty of the breach of fome

part of the 12th, and part of tne i4ih articles of war; and for

the faid offence, do difmifs him, the faiJ captain Kdward Wind*
for, from bem^ captain of her majefty's fhip, PortUnd.

'
- ,.LJ£l

¥,6

H'

[„



1114

,f-i?<
U|i

«
1 I

m

94 NAVAL HISrORT
The Jerfeyy a fourth j and The Roebucky a fifth rate,

brought the ear-admiral orders, to fend home with him,

Te Expedition, Windfor, Affijiance, Dolphin, Dunkirk's

Prize, and ^^ulture fire-fliip, with which he complied ^

and by the latter end of September, they all failed for Eng-

land, the Dunkirk*^ Prize excepted, which frigate, not

being in a condition to be truAed home in the winter,, the

rear-admiral fent her out on a (hort cruize, with The Mon-

mouth (the !(hip in which he was to hoift his flag) under

the command of his firft lieutenant, and The Expedition,

captain Purvis, and they brought in two French merchant-

fhips, one of one hundred, the other of one hundred and

iitty tuns, loaden with wine, brandy and other goods,

from Rochelle, to Petit Guavas ; but cruizing foon after,

on the northfide of Hifpaniola, The Dunkirk*^ Prize chafed

a French fhip, until (he ran on (hore near Port Francoife,

and following her too near, the pilot not being well-ac-

quainted, (he llruck upon a ledge of rocks, where, being a

very weak (hip, (he foon bulged ; captain Purvis, with

fome of his men, got upon a Imall key, or uninhabited

iiland, within (hot of the French (hip ; and though (he

had fourteen guns, and fixty men, and fired fmartly upon

them, yet having his own boats, with a canoe he had ta-

ken, and having made a ftage, from whence he was ready

to attack them, the French demanded quarter, and furren-

dcred the (hip, upon agreement, that her commander and

men (hould be put on (hore ; and with this (hip, captain

Purvis arrived at Jamaica, with all his company, except'

twenty-one, who refufed to aflift in the attempt, believing

it altogether impoflible to fucceed therein .

Upom

» Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, compleat hiftory of Earope, the
Ufc of queen Anne^ &<:.

*.
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,, Upon intelligence fent the rear-admiral from the admi-

ralty, that M. du Guai Trouin, was failed with a ftrong

fquadron, which it was believed might be intended to exe-

cute fome dcfign upon the iiland of Jamaica^ a counc il of

war was held on the ift of December^ 1708, where were

prefent, befides rear- admiral fVager, captain Trevory of

The Kingfton ; captain Pudner^ of The Severn ; captaia

Hutchim, of The Portland ; captain Vernon^ of The Jer^

fey ; captain Charles Hardyy of The Roebuck j and it being

judged, that, if they made fuch an attempt, it would be

againft the harbour oi Port-Royal i it was determined, that

all her majelty's (hips there, except fuch as it might be ne-

cefliiry to fend windward, for intelligence, or on any other

extraordinary occafion, (hould be drawn up in a line, ac

the entrance of the faid harbour, fo as that, with the aflif-

. tance of the fort, they might in the belt manner poffible

defend it, and mod annoy the enemy. The 1 8th of January^

another council of war was called, and fince the letter of

advice before-mentioned was dated, almoit fix months be-

fore, it was confidered, whether the fquadron (hould be

kept any longer together, lince the enemies (hips bad not

appeared; in which it was at length determined, they ought to

be employed on necelTary fervices. Thus we have brought

the proceedings in the fVeJi'Indiesy down to the clofe of

this year, and, according to the method hitherto purfued,

ive are now to return home, and to give an account of

fuch remarkable events there, as have relation to the afiair^

of the navy ''.

On
* The French writers themfelves own, that affairs went very ill

in this part of the world ; and bifhop Burnet, who is ufually hard

enough upon the mifcarriages at fea, has nothing to fay as to this

^yeur*s conduct. But that we did not take fo many of the galleoos

as was expelled ; yet he lays this at the right door, I mean at

that 9f (he capuins who wfr; broke by the court-n^rUaL

r,3l
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and Ireland^ to the great fatisfadion of the whole na-

tion ''.

The new parliament meeting on the i8th of Novem-

ber^ and having chofen fir Richard Onflow^ Bart, for iheir

fpeakcr, the lord high chancellor, in a fpeech from the

throne, recommended a provifion for the navy, and tfpe-

cially for the building of new fliips, and fortifying our

pons. On the fixth of December^ the huufe of com-

mons addrcfled, for an account of the number of men, that

might be wanting to man her majefty's navy, for the year

1709 ; which was promifed, and upon its being laid be-

fore the houfe, they agreed to it immediately, and voted

the fame number of men, with the fame allowance, and

the fame fum for the ordinary ufe of the navy, as had

been given ihe year before ; but foon after, the commons

thought fit to appoint a committee to enquire into the

number of fhips employed as cruifers and convoys ; as alfo

to difcover the true reafons of the great increafe of the

Vol, IV. H navy-
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*• Bifhop Burnet gives this account of the matter. ** In the

end of OAobcr, George prince of Denmark died, in the fifty-

fixrh year of his age, after he had beei) twenty five ye.r^ md
feme months married to the queeo : he was ailhmatical, which
grew on bim with his years ; for fome time ne wiii conliuercd

as a dying man, but the lall year of his life he fee^ied to re-

cover to a better rtate of health. The queen had been, during

the whole courfe of her marriage, an extraordinary tender ana
affeflionate wife ; ^nd in all his illnefs, whicti Jailed iome
years, (he would never leave his bed, but fometimes fat up half

the night in the bed by him, with fuch care and concern, that

(he was looked on, very defervedly, as a pattern in this re-

fpedl. This prince had fhewed himfelf brave in war, both in

Denmark and Ireland : his temper was mild and gentle : he

had made a good progrefs in mathematics : he had travelled

through France, Italy, and Germany, and knew much more
than he could well exprefs ; for he fpoke acquired languages

ill, and ungracefully'*, ,^

•
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navy-debt ; and on their report, they came to a rerolutiow

on the 24ih of March, that an addrcfs be prerciited tc

her majcfty, to dcfire that (he would be pleafed to give

diredlions 10 the proper officers, to lay before the houfe,

an account of all fums of money granted, or voted, fince

her majcfty's accefFion to the crown, and how far the

I iamc had proved deficient. At the fame time, they order-

ed the commifTioncrs of the navy to hy before them the

caufes of the increafe of the debt of the navy. But, to

this addrefs, it fecms, the miniftry did not think fit her

majefty fhould give any anfwfcrj fo the affair dropped for

that time '. It is certain, that this condu<5t of the court

gave great offence ; yet the commons were fo hearty in

the profecution of the war, that with their ufual liberality,

they gave for the fervice of the year 170^ no fefs a fum

than 6,457,830 A

There were alfo in this feflion, fome other things

done for promoting trade and t^e plantations, fuch as a

grant of 103,203 /. for the relief of the inhabitants of St.

Nruiit and St. ChriJiopberSy and a vote in favour of the

trade to J/rica ; but the moft remarlcable was, the joint

addrefs of both houfes, that her majefty would be pleafed

sot to concede any peace with the Frtnd king, unlefs he

confented to demoliih the fortifications and harbour of

Dunkirk ; which point being accordingly infilled upon in

the conferences at the Haguty with M, de Tordy for fet-

tling the preliminaries of a general peaCe -, ard that mintw -

iler Ihewing greater reludlance to confent to this, than

to any other of th« articlcs> aUedging, that his mafter
*"'

bought.

<= Oldmixon, compleat hiftory of Europe for tbf year 1 709b

Annans of queen Anney &c«
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bought, and paid for this town and port, befides laying

out itnmenfe fums i'-x)n it fince ; which fo provoked prince

Eugene, that he could not help telling the French mini-

fters, with great warmth, that he wondered they ihould

fpend fo many words about it, and that they ought

rather to admire the generofiiy of a princefs, who, having

it in her power to prcfcribc them harder terms, and force

them to deliver that, with what other places (he pleafed,

and revive other pretenfions of the crown of England^

gave an unparalleled example of her moderation '. This

had fuch an effedt, that the point was immediately given

up, and the following article makes the feventeentb of

the preliminaries they agreed on.

** His mod chriftian majefty promifcs, to caufe all

•• the fortifications of the town of Dunkirk^ the harbouf,

*< and Ryfbanck, and others depending on the fame,

•• without any exception, to b. demoliflicd at his own
«• charges; fo that one half of the fortifications be dc-

*^ moliihed, and one half of the harbour filled up with-

*• in two months, and the other half of the faid fortifica-

** tions razed, and the other half of the faid harbour filled

** up in two other months, the whole to the fatisfaftion

•* of the queen of Great-Britain, and the lords of the

** States-General of the United Provinces; and it (hall

*' never be allowed to re-eftabli(h the faid fortifications,

«* or render the harbour navigable, diredlly or indirectly «".

I HAVS taken notice of this, in order to (hew how
unanimous all parties in this nation have ever been, as to

H 2 their

r

^5

|f'.-

' Complcat hiftory of Europe for the year 1709, p. X40*

8 Thefe articles may be found in ah the general tolleflions ;

fartifiularly in the coiupleat hiftory of Europe, before- mentioned,
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their fcntimcnts on this head ; for it was lord Somers wh4

moved this affair in the upper houfc ; and this, therefore,

ought to be confidered as a dirc<5l proof of the difpofilioQ

of the whig-miniftry, as the inferting a like claufe in the

treaty of Utrecht, plainly ihews the fcnfe of tory-mini-

llers J whence I conclude, that there muft be a total revo-

lution of parties in this country, before there can arife a

fct of men capable of weakening this part of our fecurity,

in any refpedt, by confenting to, or even conniving at

the reftoring this port, fo fatal to the commerce of the

two maritime powers. To thefe points, I (hall add the

enquiry into the conduct of the miniftry in the late inva-

fion, which was juftified by the refolutions of the houfc

of commons, and the diligence of the admiralty com-

mended •>.

Before we proceed to the operations of the year

1709, it n^ay not be amifs to take notice of a great naval

promotion made by her majefty, though it comes a little

.out of time; and for this reafon, becaufe, otherwife it

.might be omitted, though one of the nobleft teftimonies

of her majefty's concern and regard for fuch of her fub-

j/efls as had ferved with extraordinary diligence and adli-

vity at fea j for the poft of rear-admiral of Great-Britain

having been vacant fince the death of fir Ckudejley Shovel,

her majefly, of her mere grace and favour, without the

interpofition of any of her minifters, beftowed it on fk

John Leake^ with this remarkable compliment. That /he

was put in mind of it by the voice of the people *,

Early

>' Barnet, Oldmixon, compleat hiftory of Europe, Annal» of

queen Anne, Chandler's debates, &c.

, < See the London-Gazette, N° 4481, and the memoirs of £r

John Leake.
1
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Early in the fpring, lord Durjley, who commanded,

in the SoundingSy was at fea with his fquadron, and took

feveral prizes from the French -^
and on the 22d of Fe-

hruary^ his lordfliip having only with him the Ktnt^ Ply^

mouthy Monh^ and Litchfield^ fell in with eleven fail,

twelve leagues from SciUy. This happened about three

in the morning, and their lights being feen, his lordfliip

made the fignal for wearing, which was obeyed, though

not without danger of falling amongft the enemy ; for,

this proved to be M, du Guai Trouifd fquadron. How-
ever, through the darknefs of the weather, his lordfliip

mifled them ; and then ftrctching away for Plymouth^

captain Stuart of the Dartmoutby whom his lordfliip had

fent in, a little before with a prize, informed him, that

he had been chafed by nine large ftiips oflf the Lizard^ and

that they were the fame, in his judgment, which had

fallen in with, and engaged captain TQllety in his paflage

from Ireland ^ This affair having made a gr^at noife, and

doing much honour to the bravery of our Englijh officers*

I fliall give a particular ^count of it from the captain's

own papers.

On the jtsih of February^ captain Toilet^ in the A[ju',

rancif of 70 guns, with the Sunderland of 60, Hampjhirf,

a^d Anglefea of 50 guns, each failed from 6V^, and be-

ing joined by the Affiflance^ a fifty gun fliip, likewife with

the trade from Kinfak^ continued his voyage for England^

On the fecond of Marcb^ about five in the morning, be-

ing then eigl^c leagues S. S, W. off the Lizard^ he faw

four faij ftap^iog ^ficr him. A^JPUt feven, they came

• ^^ - 1 H 3 withii>

> 9urchet, compleat hiftory of Europe, annals of queen Al
life of queen Anne, ^c.
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within random (hot ; whereupon, he made the lign^l for

drawing into a line of battle, and another for the mer-

chant-men to bear away for their fecurity ; fome of them,

with the AngUfea and the Sunderland^ having before loft

company. About eight, the enemy bore down in a line,

and when they were come within mulkct-fliot, they

hoifted Fremh colours. The French commodore, who

was in a (hip of 70 guns or upwards, came ranging along

the larboard- fide of the AJfurantey and fell aboard her, fo

that they engaged yard-arm and yard-arm, for the fpace

of alijioft half an hour j during which, the Frenchman

plied captain I'ollet fo warmly with fmall flsot, that they

cut off moft of his marines and feamen, that were quar-

tered on deck. They then put off, and fell on board

again on the lee-fioe of the AJfurame^ firft ranging on her

bow, and then on her quarter, while Ihe fred her upper

deck, and part of her lower deck guns, with fuch vigour^

that (he obliged the enemy to (heer off, and ftand away

a-head towards the merchant-men. The three other (hips,

which were of forty or fifty guns, then came ranging

along the AJJurance^ firing fcveral broad-fides into her, and

after that, bore away as the former. The damage (he

received was very great; her fides were (hot through and

through in a great many places ; her (hrouds and back-

itays cut to pieces, as lik^wife her main and falfe-ftay ;

which, if not timely (een, had occafioned the lofsofher

maft. Her fore-fail and foretop-fail were torn to pieces ;

her beft bower cut ?.way j one of the flukes of the fixkic^

anchor fliot off, and her fmall bower, by the <%nemies

boarding, drove through her bow. All poffible difpatch

.uras made in Sttlng her rigging, which, with the bendii^.

%li ^ l?(W forp-fail, apd forctop-fail, took up fome time»
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Ato which, the fliips of war all bore down to fecurc

what merchant-flups' they could, expelling to hiive en-

gaged the enemy again : but they declined it The cap-

lain of the AJIumnu^ who had been four months lick^

and had been carried upon deck in a chair, was wounded:

the firft lieutenant was (hot in the leg, which he got

^reHed, and then returned to his charge upon deck : the

Second lieutenant was killed; as were feveral Frtmh offi-

cers, whom they brought from Inland : but more of the

latter were wounded. In the vvhcie, the JJfuranee had

iive and twenty killed* and three and fifty wounded, and

fome of tbefe died of their wounds ; for the enemy making

their chief attempt on her, (he had been ieverdy treated,

the Hampjbire had only two killed, and eteven wound-

ed : the AJftjlmuey eight killed, and one and twenty

wounded, ainong the latter was -captain l^udir^ her com-

mander, who died afterwards of his wounds '. M, du Guai

^rouwf who commanded the Fnfuh iquadrofl« had abun-

dance of men killed and wounded, and took only five

roe; chant-men, which it was believed he fent into Bre^.

In the m('::uvjs, which go under bis name, it is ac-

H 4- knowledged^
t

A *.

* U \i 4rt'»*ing, tkit Mr. fecrrtary Burchct Ihould c6tiittitt fo

grofs a miRake as he has done* with refpedl to the dates in thh
engagement. He tells ^as^ P-72}, chat captain Toilet failed from
Cdrk o^th«±^th of April ; and immediately after, he informs

tts, (hat the engagement happened on the 6th ^ but Ite does not

tell us of what month, though from the former account, it mail

have been May. ' Mr. iiedrard fawi and correfled this miftskef
but without bringing us any authority, though he happens to be

right m his co^jedure. We do not, however, truil to that A)e-

th«d. In the London Gazette, N'>452i, is a letter frotri oft

board the Ailtirance, with an account of this tranfadlion, dated

ia Hamo^« M^rch ^^, and therein, the engagement is txprelly

iaid to have happened the day belore.

I
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knowledged, that our officers did their duty cxtreamly

well ; that not only his own £hip was very roughly hand-

led by captain TolUt, but alfo, that the Jmazon, and the

Glory^ that were with him, met the like reception fi m
the Hampjhire and the JJftftance, As to the five prizes, he

fays, that two of them were fcnt to St. Mulo'sy one

got into Calaisy and the othtf two foundered on the En-

glijh coaft "*.

Lord DurJIey^ on the 20th of March, ordered theee

fhlps to cruize cff Brejl^ to gain intelligence, and in the

mean time, the Salifbury took a French Weft-India (hip,

richly laden j but the moft valuable part of her effedts

were immediately taken out, becaufe flie proved fo leaky,

that ir was fufpedted (he might founder at Tea. *On the

agth, his lord(hip had orders to fee the Lijbon fleet of

merchant-men fafe into the ki. ; but his lordfhip having

received certain intelligence, that M. du GuaiTrouin^

was then cruizing at the diftance of about thirty-five

leagues from Scillyy his lordlhip propofed to leave the trade

and tranfports, under the protection of fome Dutch men

of war, that were extolled /rom Port/mouth, and refolved

to go himfelf in fearch of the enemy ; but thefe Dutch

(hips of war not arriving in time, his lordfhip thought it i

better to comply with his orders; and having feen the

l,iJbon fleet as far as he was directed, he had fcarce parted

from them, on the 9 th of Jprily before he difcovered the

^chilks^ commanded by M, du Guai trouin, en.-* the

1

*" Memoirs de nionfieur Guai Trouin. The Ftench jouriials

Df thofe times, acknowledge the fame thing, and own, that their

(hips were very roughly treated ; and that, if our fquidron had

beep iUongcr^ it wo}:ld have have bten di^iculc for thcpi to cf-
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Gkry^ who the day before, had taken the BriJIol man of

war, a fiftj' gun (hip ; his lordfliip immediately gave

them chace, recovered the BriJIol^ which, by a ihot in

her bread-room, funk fooh afterwards ; but all the men,

except twenty, were faved. The Achilles much (batter-

ed, '^caped by her fwift failing, but the Le Ghire-, a

French man of war of 44 guns and 312 men was taken j

his lorcKhip having about feventy men killed and wound-,

ed in the adtion. On the 26th of Jpril, two fmall (hips

were taken, and on the feventh of ^^y, a privateer car*

rying fourteen guns, and one hundred men ; but the pro-

vifions through all the (hips then growing very (hort, hi$

lor(Jfhip found it neceflary to return to Plymouth on the

13th, with his fquadron, which confifted at that time of

one third, and feven fourth rates, and there received the

unwelcome news, that her majefty's (hip the Sweep/iakeSy

of 32 .guns, had been taken by two French privateers,

each of which was of greater force than that frigate ".

To ballance this piece of ill news, there arrived about

the fame tine advice, that four French men of war had

attacked fo'me New England (hips, laden with mafts,

nnder the convoy of captain Walter Ryddely in the FaU
mouthy a (hip of fifty guns, about twenty-four leagues

from Scilly, This happened oii the i8th of May, and

the

)

«

n London Gazette, No. 4531 All our public accounts call

the french nf)an of war taken in this engagement, le Qloire ; but

it appears from the french writers, that the true name of it was,

le Gloricux. In the account publifhed by the admiralty, it ap'

^ars, that the Briilol, captain Gore, was taken in her paflage

Trom Piymouth to Lifbon, after a very warm difpute, in which,

^e had fevfnty men killed and wounded. The french man of
war, was taken, by captain Thomas Matthews.in the laft wa**! ad*

mir^il am* commander in chief in the Mediterranean.
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the Frgmh commodore, a iixty gun (hip, attempting to

board the Falmouth; captain kyddilhyed him.the trouble,

by filling his head-fails, and laying her on board under her

boltfprit, diredlly athwart her Hawfer, and at the fame

time raked her fore and aft, with his cannon. The ene-

my continued in this pofture about an hour and half,

during which time, he entered many men, but they were

repulfed. However, the number of men on board her

being much greater than thofc in the Falmoutby it occafion-
'

ed various turns : but, at length, he thought fit to retire,

having firft cut all the laniards oi the Falmouth*s fore and

mizon-fhrowds, beh'eving it might prevent her following

to rcfcue the convoys, which the enemy flood after. Not-

withflanding this, captain Ryddel made fail after him with

fuch diligence, as enabled him, notwithftanding the bad

condition he was in tc preferve them all, and to bring

them fafe into Plymouth, In this aftion the Falmouth hi4

{hirteen men killed, and fifty-fix wounded. The captain

himfelf was wounded in the right leg, and had feveral

others hurt ; and the fecond lieutenant, and Mr. Lawfin^

a volunteer, were fhot through the body ; the Falmouth

had twenty thoufand -^MXids New-England m^pej oq '

board her at the time of the engagement **.

Ou the very fame day, application being made to his

e^ciellency Thomas earl of Wharton^ then lord lieutenant

of Ireland^ fignifying, that two French privateers had en-

tered Bantry-Bajij and furprized the Ruthy of London^ a

Wtft'India (hip, fuppofed to be worth 25,000 /. at kafl ; ,

hif
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* See the london Gazette, No. 45^^
- Compleat hiftory of Eu-

rope, fiurchet. Annals of queen Anne . but all thefe accounts are

taken frjom chat in the Gazettes
flory
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Ills lordfliip ordered captain Catrnci, in the Spiedivell^ then

ki the harbour of Kinfakj to proceed immediately in

i^ueft of the iaid privateers and thetr prize. He accord-

ingly failed direftly for Bett'Haveny at the very entrance

of which, he met one of the privateers, and the

prize, malting the bcft of their way to Franct, The
prize was immediately retaken, on board which, the cap-

tain put his iieuienant, with forty men, and then conti-

nued the chace all night; but finding the privateer had

given him the flip, he the next morrang entered Bantry^

Bay, and took the other privateer, with thirty men on

board., raoft of them Iri/b, whom he ienC to the prifon of

Cfiri, in order to their being tried for high treafon f.

Three weeks afterwards, the fame alert officer had the

good luck to furpri2X a French privateer of twelve guns

and ninety men, on the very point of taking three mer-

chant-men, richly laden, all of whom he brought fafe

into the port of Londondtrry \ j

It is now time to return to the proceedings of fir

Gmge Byn^9 whom we left in the harbour of Pon'-Ma'

hotly where he was extreamly diibreiled for want of naval

ftores, which were on board the drroganty a (hip that had

been mifling from bis ar'ival. in that harbour, in quefl of

which he detached (hipa to Ji/((?/«rrJ, zndCag/iari in Sar-

jihia; jAnd at the fame time difpatched orders to fir Ed-

V}ard JVhitttkfry who was ftill on the coaft of Itdy^ to

Join him with- hiiP Squadron, in cafe the emperor's troops,

Uiat wer^s deigned for Catakniat. were not as yet ready.

... AU

^ 11

I

I
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r See London Gazette, No. 4544, Pointer's chronologifal hip

faory^ complcat hiftory of Europe.

^ §^.the London Ga;^ette, fio. 455 <5.
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All the month of February^ 1709* was fpcnt in tedious

expectations; but at laft, about the middle of March,

iir Edward IVbitaker 'arrived with about. 3500 men,

m tranfports under his convoy, to the great joy of fir

George Bytig and general Stanhope, who had long waited

for ihefe forces, in order to attempt fomething for the re-

lief of Alicanty then befieged by an army of 12,000

men, and for the fafety of which, king Charles had ex-

prefled unufual concern. As this city and callle had been

taken, as we before have (hewn, by the remarkable va*

lour of the Briti/h feamen ; as the prefent fiege of it was

one of the moil remarkable a<5lions in this age ; and as

the attempt made for its relief, cannot well be under-

ilood without it ; I ihall take the liberty of giving a fuc-

cindl account of the whole affair, from the time the plac9

was invefted, to its furrendcr ^

' ALieANT IS a city and port commanded by a

ftrong caftle, Handing on a rock, at a fmall dillancQ

from the fea, and about fixty-eight miles fouth from the

capital city of Valencia, There was in it, a pretty good

garrifon, under the command of major-general Richards s

which made an obltinate defence againft a very numerous

army of the enemy, with a very large train of heavy ar-

tillery, and excellently fupplied with ammunition. At

laft, the city being abfolutely untenable, the garrifon re-

folved to retire uito the caftle, which bad hitherto been

elleemed impregnable. They funk three cifterns in the fo-

lid rock, and then, with incredible labour^ 6Iled them

with water. The troops that retired into it, were iir

Charles

* Burchet, Oldmixon, conipkte hiilory of Europe, ann^b 9f
^ueen Anne, &c.
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Charles tiothanCs regiment, and that of colonel Sibourg^

generally called the French regiment> becaufc it was com-

pofed of refugees. After fome progrcfs made in this fe-

cond ficgc, the French faw that it was impoffible to do

any great matter in the ufual way, and therefore, con-

trary to all expedlation, refolved upon a work, exceflivel/ .

laborious, and in all outward appearance, impracticable

;

which was that of mining through the folid rock, in or-

der to blow up the caftle and its garrifon into the air to-

gether. At firft, major-general Sibmrg^ and all the offi-

cers in the place, looked upon the enemies fcheme as a

thing utterly impoffible to be accomplifhed, and were fe-

cretly well pleaf.d with their undertaking, in hopes it

would give time for our fleet to come to their relief; yet,

this did not hinder them from doing all that lay in their

power, to incommrde the workmen, and, at laft, to

countermine them ».

The befiegers, however, wrought fo inceflantly, and

brought fuch numbers of peafants to aflift them in their

labours, that they having, \u about twelve weeks time,

fini(hed the works thought proper for this fervice, by very

experienced engineers, and charged them with 1 ,500 bar-

rels of powder, feveral large beams, iron bars and crows,

and other utenfils of deftrudtion, fummoned the caftle to

furrender, March 2.oihi moft folemnly afluring afafcand

honourable convoy to Barcelona^ with bag and baggage

for every perfon in it, it they fubmitted within three

days, and prevented the ruin of the caftle 5 but threaten-

ed otherwife, no mercy fhould be (hewn, if any might

acci-

.v*tj

• Burchet, Oldmixon, compleat hiftory of Eoroje, i^BDals of

queen Anne, Pointer's chronological hiftory.
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accidentally cfcapc the blow : and, to demonftrate the rea-

lity of their defign, they dcfircd the garrifon might de-

pute three, or more engineers, Svith other gentlemen of

competent Ikill, to view tiieir works, and make a faith-

ful report of what they faw. Accordingly, two field-offi-

cers went to the mine, and were allowed the liberty of

xnaking what fcrutiny they pleafed: upon which, they

told the governor, that if their judgment failed them

not, the explofion would carry up the whole callle to the

caftermoft battery, unlefs it took vent in their own coun-

ter-mine, or vein j but at leatt, they conceived it would

carry away the fea-battery, the lodging-rooms in the

caftle-clof(^ fome of the chambers cut for foldiers bar-

tacks, and, they very much feared, might affcdl the

great ciftern*.

A grand council of war was called upon this ; the

French meflage delivered, and the engineers made their re-

port i the befieged acknowledged their Want of water; but

believing the fleet might be fenfible of their diftrefs, and

conlequently under fome concern for their relief, their una-

nimous refolution was, to commit themfelves to the pro*

vidence of God, and, whatever fate attended them, to

(land the fpringing of the mine. The French were ex-

tremely concerned at this anfwer, and the fecond night of

the three allowed, fen: to divert them from what they

called inexcufable obftinacy, offering the fame honourable

articles as before, upon that late compliance; but theft ilill

were rejedlcd by the befieged. The fatal third nigfht ap^

proaching.

* Taubman^s memoirs of the BritiHi fleets and fquadrons in the

Mediterranean, life of queen Anne, compleat hiftory of Europe
K. for the year 1 709. Hiilory of the late war.
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proaching, and no fleet feen, tbtf Frtmh fent their laft

fummons, and withal, an aflurance, that their mine was

primed, and (hould be fprung by fix o'clock the next

morning ; and though, as they faw all hope and profpe^

of relief w£s vain, yet there was room for mercy ftiil,

and the terms already propofed, was in their pow^r to ac«

cept. The befieged perfifted in their adherence to the rc-

fult of their Hrft council, and the French met their ufual

anfwer again ; therefore, as a prologue to their intended

tragedy, they ordered all the inhabitants of that quarter,

to withdraw from their houfes before fifc o'clock the en-

^ fuing morning. The beikcged, in the mean time, kept a

general guard, devoting themfelves to their mediutions.

The major-general, colonel Sihurg, and lieutenant colo-

L«l Thornicrofty of fir Cbarlis Hotham*i regiment, fat to-

gether in the governor's ufual lodging room ; other officers

' cantoned themfelves as their tempers inclined them to pafs

the melancholy night ". .

At length, day appearing, the governor was informed,

that the inhabitants were flying in crowds to the wefter-

moft part of the town. The governor, attended by the

above-mentioned gentlemen, and about Ave or fix othet'

oflicers, went to the weft-battery, to inform himfelf

better. After he had remained there about a quarter of

an hour, lieutenant-colonel Thornicroft defired him to re-

move, as being unable to do any fervice there -, he and

colonel Sibourg both anfwered, that no danger was to be

apprehended there, more than in any other place ; and

that there they would wait the event. The lieutenanti*

colonel

f/d

'^ "
I * »B

» Mcrcure hiftorlqi c et politique for 1709, vol. i, p. 472. Taub- '

nao, Oldmixon, &c.
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colonel remained, becaufe his fuperiors did, and other

officers imitated the fame example : but the hour of five

being now confiderably paft, the corporals guard cried

out, that the train was fired, obferving fome fraoak from

the lighted matches, and other combuftible matter near

it, from whence the fame afcended to the centinels above.

The governor and field-officers were u urged to re-

treat; but refufed. The mine at la -w up ; the rock

opened and (hut; the whole mountain felt the convuU

jion i the governor and field-officers with their company,

ten guns, and two mortars, were buried in the abyfs ; the

walls of the caftle (hook, part of the great ciilern fell, a-

nother ciflern almoll clofed, and the rock Hiut a man to

his neck in its clift, who lived many hours in that affli-

fting pofturc. About thirty-fix centinels and women,

were fwallowed in different quarters, whofe dying groans

"were heard, fome of them after the fourth mournful day.

Many houfes of the town were overwhelmed in their

ruins, and the caftle fuffered much; but, that it wears

any form at all, was owing to the vent which the explo*

fioa forced through the veins of the rock, and the coun-

termine. After the lofs of the chief officers, the govern-

ment fell of courfe to lieutenant- colonel Dalbeume, of

Sibourgh's regiment, who drew out a detachment of the

whole garrifon, and with it, made a defperate fally, to

ihew how little he was moved at their thunder. The

bombs from the caHle played on the town more violently,

and the fliot galled every corner of their ftreets ; which

refentment they continued till the arrival of our fleet*

which they had expected fo long \
On

j& mm

* This major -general Richards, though an Englifliman, was
an officer ia the king ol Spain^s fervice, and of the lomilh reli*

gioo i
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On the fifth of April, about eight o'clock in the morn-

ing, fir Edvjard IVhitahr'i fquadron arrived and attempt-

ed the relief of the caftle ; his {hi]>f were the Defiance^

Northumbirland^ Effex^ York^ and Dunkirk. The laft

went within the line, as drawing lefs water than the

other^ in three and a half fathom \ then laying her broad-

iide to the eaft part of the town, began to cannonade a

battery of four guns, and two others raifed under the hill,

each mounted with two guns, and from the mole-head,

a forty-two pounder. The wind having been frefli the

night before, and an unhappy fwell rolling in from the eaft-

ward at eleven, the great fhips were obliged ' weigh their

anchors, making out of cannon-fliot. The Dunkirk^

having much of her rigging damaged, and her fmall

bower cut between one and two, fell fa ft a-ftern, lying

expofed to the enemy's (hot, bombs^ and carcaHlst till

three in the afternoon, at which time, by winding the

right way, (he got off. The weather continuing very

bad till thefeventh, and it not being knnvn what extre-

mities the garrifon might be under, and the enemy en-

crea^ng conHderably in ftrength, the general Tent a flag

of truce a-{hore, with propofals for furrendering the caftle i

which being agreed to, and our men embarked, the ad-

miral (fir Gtorge Byng) proceeded with the troops to-

wards Barctlona^ having detached fome (hips to cruize for

the Turkey fleet; others, with tranfports for corn, to

Barbary ,; and the Suffolk, Humber, and Ipjwich, which

he left to clean at Port-Mahon, were under orders to

proceed to Gtma and Flnaly for tranfporiing the German

Vol. IV. I troops

fion J there perifhed, befides the^officers mentioned in the text,

<re captains; three lieutcnancs, forty (wo (uldiers, all tne tnincrs,,

ftad about thirty peafants.
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troops from thofc places to Catalonia, In hfs way to

Barci/ona, he landed general Stanhopej with the troops at

Terragona, and returning with the garrifon of the caftic of

jflicantf to Port-Mahon, joined fome other (hips to thofc

he firft intended for Genoa and linal, and fent them thi-

ther under the command of Wr Edward H^hitaker \ but di-

redlcd him firft to proceed to Leghorn, for a fuppiy of pro-

vifions, which was at this time, very much wanted.

The few (hips he had with him at Port-M/ihon, he waa

cleaning as faft as poffible, that fo they might cruize a-

gainft the enemy, who had taken the Faulcon, a (hip of

thirty-two guns, oft cape de Gat, in her paflage to Lif-

bon, from whence he had ordered fir Jfhn Jennings to

join him, with the (hips under his command^ who was

ofF Gibraltar the 2ift of May, wHh frxteen men of war,

Englijb and Dutchy and about forty tranfports, loaden

•with corn, as alfo provifions and (lores for the fleet in

the Mediterranean, and anived at Port-Mahon, the 28lh ;

from whence he guarded the corn-(hips to Barcelona, and

was joine the eighth of June by fir George Byng, with

the reft: of the Engli/b and Dutch men of war j and there

lir Edward IFhitaker arrived with his fquadron from Italy,

and above two thoufand recruits for the army in Catalonia.

A coimcil of war being held, it was determined, that fince

the king of Spain, as the pofture of his affairs then ftood,

could not come to any refolution relating to the fleets af-

fifting in the reduction of thofe parts of Spain, ftill in the

pofTeffion of the enemy, the admiral (hould fail toa ftation ten

leagues fouth of cape Toulon, not only for intercepting the

enemy's trade, but to alarm them all that might be ; but

fince it was neceflary, that a fquadron (hould be on the

coaft of Portugal^ fir Jebn Jennings .was fent thither

with

m\
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^ith one (hip of the feiond rate, four of ihe thirJ, five of

ihc fourih, and three of the fifth
*

Sir Georgt Byng arrived before Toulon the 24th of

June^ in which harbour he faw only eight (hips rigged,

and one large man of war, op the careen, the reft being

difarmed } which fatisfied him, that the infcrmations ho

had formerly received, were true ; that the enemy did not

intend, in facfl was not able, to bring out any fleet thai

year; but were refolvpd to content themfelves with fend-

ing abroad fmall fquadrorifl to protect their corn-fleets,

Afier having thus infulted Toulon^ he in a (hort time

returned to Barcelona road, where he found molt of the

(hips arrived from the fervices upon which he had fent

them ; and fome of then, particularly the Centurion, and

Dunkirky had been fo fortunate as to make a great many

prizes. The court of Spain was, at the inftancc of car-

dinal Grimani, very defirous to have the redudtion of Si-

cily attempted, and was informed, by general Stanhope,

that it was her majefty's pleafure, part of the fleet (houlJ

aflift in the defign upon Cadfz ; but the Duuh (hips hav-

ing been feparated in bad weather, and ours being too

few to anfwer theie and many other fervices the court

propofed, he fufpended for fomc time the coming to any

refolution, being every day in expetlation of the (liips of

the StateS'GineraL But at length that the fervice might not

fuffer through delay, the admiral formed adirpofitionof her

majefty's (hips, and appointed fir Edward Whitaker for the

fervice of Sicily, while he himfelf defigned to proceed on

the other, with general Stanhope, The 26th of July, the

I 7, court

» Hiftoire Militaire, tont. vi. p. 253. Burchct, Burnet, Old

mixon, life of gueeo ^i^n^i ;4fC.
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court of 5^tf/« having notice of the enemies penetrating in-

to the Lampourdan^ with intention, as they apprehended,

to befiege Girone ; and there being a want of (hips to pro-

tect the coafts of Catalonia^ and hinder the enemies having

fupplies by Tea, as alfo a fqundron to bring over the prizes

kden with com, from Porto Farinay which they were in

great want of in that principality, and fome (hips to go to

Itafyy for money, to fubfift the troops ; the court fecmed

to lay afide the defign on Sicily^ and the admiral fent five

iliips for the veflels laden with corn ^^ which have been

before mentioned.

The warmth, impatience and irrefolution of the court

at Barcelona^ obliged the admirals to drop both thefc great

defigns ; for, without regard to whaC had been refolved,

or even for what themfelves had demanded before, they

were continually deliring fcmething new to be done for

them, without ever confidering, that it was impoflible our

(hips could perform one fervice, without neglecting ano>

ther. Thus, upon an apprehenH^n that the enemy would

attack Girone^ the Englijh fhips were defired to intercept

their provifions. Soon after, they were diftreflcd for want

of provifions themfelves, and then the mofl neceflary

thing that could be done, was, to fend for the prizes laden

with corn from Porto Farina, By that time this was re-

folved on, money grew fcarce, and then his catholic ma-

jefty hoped, that the Englijh ihips would go and fetch it

immediately from Italy. The manner in which thefe de-

mands were made, and the apprehenfions the officers were

under, of complaints being fent home, induced them to

comply with every thing, as far as was la their power ; fo

that
«v

: its

y Burcriet, Taabman, Oldmixon, hiftory of Europe, annals

of quein Anne, Pointer*s chronological hiilory, &c.

\
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that of neceflity, the expedition againft SUily was laid

afide. Our admirals, however, (till flattered themftlves

that Something might be done at Cadiz^ where it was

Auown the people were in want of bread, and were, be-

fides, highly d'fcontented with the French government ^.

On the 27th of July^ the Dutch fquadron arrived from

Lighorn, upon which, fir Gtorge Byng called a council

of war, and laid before them the queen's orders, the de-

fires of his catholick majefty, and the proje^ formed by

themfelves for attempting Cadiz ; but the commander in

chief of the Dutch (hips excufed himfelf from taking any

ibare in it ; declaring, that they were victualled only till

Uie end of Augufl^ which difabled him from undertaking

any fervlce beyond the 2otb of that month. It was then

agreed, that fir George Byng ihould proceed to Cadizy and

the Dutch ihips b^ employed in other fervices; which.

however, could not be executed ; and, therefore, ^vt

George Byng refolved to return to England^ where he

fafely arrived, on the 25th of September^ leaving fir £</-

•iuard ff^itaier, with a pretty ftrong fquadron in ths Medi-

terranean^ where, in the Bay of RofeSy he difcovered the

grand convoy, intended for the French forces in the Lam-

pourdan, which confided of forty large veflcis, laden with

corn, and other provifions, of «vhich he took thirty, and

I 3 hindered

^ It was 2 great misfortune to king CSarles, that he had no
bod/ about him capable of giving him good advice, or of confi-

derinc what was fit to be undertaken in the fituntion his affairs

were in. Phis fingle mifhke of grafping at every thin^, when
fcarce any thing was in his power, proved the ruin of ail his

undertakings i though, as this hiilory iuily (hews, our Tea-officers

did for him all be could expcd, and ,more a great drai than the

Officers of any other nation would have done, as is evident from
^ht impmrtial inquify into the managtmtnt of tht ivar with SpaWi,

tnd all tht hiftorics cf tbofe times.

s,^;
f'
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hindered the reft from putting to fea ; by which the chc-

my was greatly diftrefled, and king Ch(Jrles,''s army fo hap-

pily fupplied with provilions, as to be able to keep the

field, which othcrwife t.h'ey could not have done'; and

having thus attended our fleets in the MsditerraheaA^ as

long as they were employed in any coniiderable fervice j

we fhall now return to the exploits performed in the

Soundings^ by lord Durjley^ with the fijuadroh un<}er his

command.

SiK George Byng, in his return from the Mediterranean,

having obtained an exadl account of the ftrength, ftation

and defigns of M. du Guai Trouin, fent an account of ft

to the lord high admiral, who, immediately difpatched ft

to the lord Durfleyy who was juft returned from cruizing

for a corn-fleet, which the French expected from the BaU
tich His lord's inftrudlions were, to give the enemy all

the difturbance he could, and to take particular care of the

IVeJl'India trade, the intercepting of which was princi-

pally defigned by M, du Guai Trouin. On the 8th of Oc-

tober^ his lordfliip failed from Plymouth^ with, one third

rate, and two fourths, having before detached captain Vin-

tent wiih fix ihips, to fecure the Wefl-lndia fleet ; and

foon after, his lordftiip joined that detachment, by which,

he effedlually prevented the French from fucceeding in their

defign. On thp l&ft of OZioher^ his lordlhip being then

off

^ I find this put in a much flronger light by fome Dutch wrl^

ters, who tell us, titat admiral Whitaker, with fifteen fail of mea
of war, entered the bay of Rofcs, and dellroyed fifty French (hips,

laden with corn. They add, that the admiral was inclined to

aifift his catholic majefty, in reducing Rofes, which would hav»

left the enemy without z fea -port in Catalonia } but his advico

was not followed, which was mMch to the prejudice of king

C^haj-les's a^airs,

t
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off Sicily^ took a large French fhip from Guadalupe *», and

a /mall privateer. Three weeks after, he met with the

Barbadoes-hQtX^ and having fufficiently ftrengthened their

convoy, detached two frigates for intelligence, into the

road of Brfjl, that he might be the better enabled to un-

dertake furiher fervice. While his lordfliip was thus em-

ployed, there happened, in the latter end of November^

fuch an accident to one of the fhips of his fquadron, as

very well deferves our notice. Captain Hughes^ in the

IVincheJiery chafed a fliip which proved to be a Dutch

privateer, whofe commander being required to (Irike, he,

inllead of paying that refped due to the ^.ag of England^

fired both great and fmall (hot into him j but being anf-

Tvered in the fame manner, after an obftinate difpute

(though it was very well known the Wlmhejler was an

Englijh (hip of war) the commanding officer was killed,

and between thirty and forty of the Dutch feamen ^,

His Lord(hip being then vice-admiral of the red, de-

tached, on the 9th of December^ captain Hartml, in the

Kejlauration^ with four other (hips, to cruize fifteen or

twenty leagues weft of Sxilly^ in order to protedl fome

Eoji-lndia (hips, and their convoys, fron Ir(latid\ and,

on the ad of January, was going frgm Pfymouth^ with

(even clean frigates to relieve them ; but being ordered to

I 4 proceed

•* According to fome accounts, this was a very confiderable

prize ; no lefs than a (hip of forty guns, with a Cat^o wort?*

so hundred thoufand pounds, Indeed, this lord took fo many,
and fo rich prize?, that I do not wonder fome of our writers grew

weary of fetting them down ; for I obferve, that i«metiinei

aftive ofticers are not the greateft fiavouriies.

*= I cannot (ind any account of this in the Dutch writers, an4

I muft confefs, I wonder that Mr. Burc^et gave it a place m his

hiftory. This, however, is certain, that the behaviour of the

captain was not only right in itfelf, hut fo aj»r€e4bl« Uk^wifa

to lord Durfley, tba( fwn afwr he jiQilled his §ag on bciir4 the

Winchefter,

i I
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proceed part of the way with fir John Norris, towardi

Lijhon ; his lordftiip, after complying with this order, re-

mained in his appointed ftation till he was forced from it

by foul weather ; which, however, gave him an oppor-

tunity of taking a French privateer of twenty guns, and

retaking the St. Peter of Dublin^ a rich (hip, of which

the enemy had made themfclves matters, off Cape Clear,

His lordfliip, confidering that the Eaft-India trade were

not yet arrived from Ireland^ appointed three (hips of his

fquadron, to fee them fafe from thence. On the 2ift of

February, the Kent brought into Piymouth a fmall priva-

teer, and a French merchant-fliip ; as the Reflauration and

Auguft did the next day four more, which were bound

from Nantz to Martinico ; and not many days after, his

lordfhip appointed the Re/iauration, and Auguft, to fee two

Eafi-lndia (hips weU into the fea ; but, by contrary winds

they were forced back again. The loth of March the

Montague, took a privateer of ten guns, and his lord(hip

having leen the Raft India (hips, and thoie bound to the

ide of May, a hundred and fifty leagues from Scilly, re-

turned to Plymouth the ^th of May: feven days after

which, the Ly^n, Cokhefler, and Litchfield brought in

four prizes, xyvo of them privateers, the others merchant-

ihips; when his lordfhip leaving the fquadron, came to

town, after having acquired as much repuflion as it was

poflible for ap ofljcer to do in that difficult ftation **, and

w here many had loft the credit they had toiled for many ycarSo

££^0K£ I proceed to the ^vQnts in the Wift-Indifs^ I

** Burchet fays, That he obtained leave of ihe lord hig^ ad-
miral to come to town : but chat could not be ; for the lord high
admiral was removed in the beginning oi November, and this

was in the March folbwing. I mention it; only to fiiew the

inaccuracy of that writer, in thins;s with which lie ought to have
been belt acquainted.
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ihall take notice of fome accidents that happened in our

naval affairs, and which feem to have efcaped the at>

tention of moft, if not all our hiftorians. In the firft place,

I am to obferve, that in the latter end of Jvnt^ her ma-

jefty's (hip the Fvwty^ of thirty-two guns, was taken in

the Mfdiurramau^ by two French men of war, of greater

Arength *. On the a3d of Siptember^ captain Hanway^

in her majefty't (hip the Piymoufb^ of lixty guns arrived

at Plymouth^ with a French man of war, which he

had taken on the twentieth. Captain Hanway was

bound to Plymouth^ in order to repair fome damages

he had received ; and about feven leagues, N. W. by N.
from the Deadmatiy he faw this (hip, and chafed her two

hours, before he came up with her ; as foon as he came

near enough to engage, he fired upon her with grea; vig<^

our, and after a (harp action,- which lafted above an hour,

he obliged her to liirrender. The Frtmh (hip was called

VAdriady had been iitted out from Dunkirk^ commanded

by the Sieur Jacques Cajbardy having forty guns mounted

(but had Ports for forty-eight) and two hundred and /ixty

flnen on board ; feveral of the men belonging to the Ply*

mmth being iick on (bore, captain Harrway^ could make

ufe of BO more guns in this adtion, than the enemy's (hip

had mounted. The captain of the French veflel, with four-

teen other officeis and fearaen, were killed in the engagc-

Itoent, and iixty wounded ; of the Plymouth's company,

tot captain of a company of marines, on board, and fe-

ven men were killed, and fixteen wounded '. In the Ut>

ter

« Pointer*s Chronological Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 648. See Taub-
inan*s Hiftory, before cited. As for the Freocii hiftorians, xiity

cither fay nothing of this matter, or rhey have multiplied this

into three fhips, and have given the credit of talung them to

captain de TAigle, in the Phoenix.

f See the London- Gazette, No. 4593*
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tcr end of the month of O^iober^ the Wejl-lndia fleet, be-

ing about one hundred and fifty leagues off the Lizard^

met with a violent Ilorm, by which they were feparated

from five (hips of war, appointed for their convoy j the

"^ewcajiky Wi.ich was one of them, being fo {battered,

that (he loft her mainmail, and with much difficulty gut

to Falmouth j foon after, the Hampjhire and iht.GlouctJier

iwere attacked by the fguadron of M. du Guai Troum, and

made a gallant defence, notwithltanding the great inequality

of force ; which, however, gave the (hips under their

convoy, an opportunity to efcape. At lalt, after (even

hours fight, the Gkucejltr^ a fixty gun (hip, and juft re-

built, was taken ; but the Hampjhirt obliged the enemy to

fheer oiF, and in a very (battered condition,- got into BaU

hmore^. On Chri/imas-Day^ the Solfbay man of war, with

eight merchant-fhips under her convoy, bound to Lynn

in Norfolk^ were unfortunately loft upon Bojion-Knoek^

and only two boats full of men faved, out of all the

ihips''. From thefe difagiceablc Accidents, let us now

leturn to the condudt of admiral iVager^ in the JVe/l-Indies,

As this admiral had been always extremely careful of

the trade in that part of the world, fo, in the fprrog of

the year 1709, he fent captain liuiehinsy in the Pert*

Jandy to proted the trading (loops that were going to Perta

Bfllo, All ths latter part of the month of Jpril^ captain

Hutcbins lay in the Bqftimintoi ; from whence, he defcricd

four

ta:.
Pointer's Chronological hiftory, vol. ii. p. 649. Father

Daniel places the lofs of this (hip, which, he fays, carried fe-

venty-two pieces of cannon, and four hundred fifty men, on the
6th of Nov. N. S. but all our naval hiftorians, are quite fdent
about it, though, I think, the captain's defence does us much
more honour than the lofs of a fixty gun (hip can difcredit,

* Remarkable accidents at fea, p. 55.
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fotir lafgc (hips, two of fifty, and two of thirty guns, in

thi harbours of Porto-beUo, The two largcft, as he was

informed by the private traders, were the Covmtry, a

fouKh rate, taVeh from us by the French, and the Minion^

both from Guinea. On the firft of May he had intelli-

gence that ihey failed the evening before ; upon which,

he ftood to the northward till the third, when iie gained

fight of them, about eight in the morning. At noon, he

difcovered their hulls very plain, and they being to wind-

Ward, bore down to him, firing fome guns as they pafled

,

by ; foon after which, they wore, as if they defigned to

engage in the evening, but did not. It was little wind, and

about fix o'clock he tacked upoh them, and keeping fight

.

all night, near eight in the morning he came up within

piftol-fhot of the Minion, but was obliged to fight her to

leeward, becaufe he could not pofiibly tfarry out his lee

guns, though the (hips of the enemy did. The Coventry

after he had been warmly engaged, got on his lee bowj

and firing very fmartly at bis malts, did them no little

damage \ but be being not willing to be diverted from the

Minion, plyM her very finartly, nor could (he get from

him, untill they (hot his main topfail yard in two, when

both of them (hot a-head, he creeping after them as faft

as poflible in that cripted condition j in the mean while,

fplicing his rigging, bending new fails, and repairing other

id^mages in the beft iti^hfier he trould K

About

I Mr. Burchet, as Mr, Lediard well obferves, has made a

great iniftake in tiie date of this aflion, which he has placed

thirteen months before it happened ; but he gives us no ^^uthority

for his corredlion ; I have beiore me, the captain's own account,

publifhed in the London.Gazette, No- 4547, which has enabled

me'to fet-all the dales ri^ht, that are t^ixy one wrong in Bur-

i:hct'5 hilioiy.
u
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About four in the morning a boat was perceived going

from the Minion to the Coventry^ fo that he believed he

had much difabled the former, and that by the frequent

palling of the boat between them, (he was fending the

bell part of her loading on board the other. By ten at

night he had completed all his work, and the next mom>
ing was ready for a fecond encounter ; but it proving little

wind, he could not come up with them untill the 6th,

when before feven in the morning, he was clofe in with the

Coventry^ which (hip hauled up her main fail, and lay by for

him. Coming nearer to her, it was obferved, (he had many

fmal!-(hot men, fo that he durft not clap her on board as be

had dclignedj but plied her with his guns ; in the mean time,

he received but little damage from the Minion, Between

eleven and twelve^ he brought the Coventry*s main-maft

by the hoard, and then her fire was much leiTened ; how-

ever, continuing to do what they could, at half an hour

pait twelve, (he itruck ; the firft captain being killed, the

fecond wounded, and a great flaughter made among the

men, many of them being thofe who belonged to the Ali'

nion ; whereas, of ours, there were but nine billed, and

twelve wounded, moft of whom recovered, and in the

prize, there were ^ut twenty thoufand pieces of eight,

great part whereof were found among the Fremb Sea-

men •*.

REAR-admiral Wager^ upon the prelling follicitation of

the merchants, fent the Severn and Scarborough to Eng'

landy to convoy home the trade, becaufe they were but

weekly manned, and according to the orders he had from

the

k See a large account of this engagement in the LoBdon-Ga-
zette, Ko. 4547 . Compleat hiftory of Europe for the year I7v9>

^amter*$ Chronological hiilory.
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the lord high admiral, when any (hips under his command

were To reduced by fickneft, as to have no more mfn on

board than were neccflary to navigate the (hip, thefc (hips

were to be fcnt home ; and the reafon of this wa5, that

by an aft of parliament, which palTed foon after commo*

dorc Jf>r*8 affair, our admirals were abfolutcly rcftrained

from prelRng men on any account in the PFeJl-IndUi ; fo

that in truth, there was nothing left for an admiral to do

in fuch a cafe, but to fend home (hips that were of no

further ufe. All the time the rear-admiral continued in

this ftation, he took care to keep a fufiicient number of

(hips to cruize upon the enemy, and to protect our trade,

which they did, with all the fucceis that could be wiflied

or cxpcdted '. But in the autumn, our admiral was or-

dered home; and accordingly, he left the command of

the few men of war that were Rationed on the coafl of

Jamaicay under the command of captain Tudor Trevor^

who was foon after relieved by captain Span. As for the

rear-admiral, he had a fafe and fpeedy voyage home, where,

he was received, on his coming from Sr. Helens^ in the

month of A'^^/^i^^r, with all the refpedl im^iginablej the

letters from the JVeJl-Indies^ having, contrary to cuftom,

done the greatelt honour to the vigilance of our navy in

thofe

' The rear-admiral having appointed the Portland to fee feme
inerchart (hips through the windward pailkge, (he returned with

a French prize, taken rear Cape St Nicholas, worth about fix

thoufand pounds. Captain Verfion, aifo in the Jerfey, took ia

January, a Spanifh floop loaden with Tobacco, and re- took froni

two French floops, a Guinea f^ip with four hundred Negroes.

Captain Hardy of the Roebuck, brought rn a brigantine, partly

loaden with Indigo, taken in at Petit Guaves, which he met
on the north-fide of Hifpanioia, as (he was going from thence to

Port de Paix, or Port Fran9ois ; her mafter pretended he belong-

ed to Curacao, and produced a paper from the Dutch governor

there, empowering him to trade any where in the Weft Indies.
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thofc parts while under his direilion ; which is a clear con-

futation of a modern maxim at a certain board, that it ij

impoffible to faiisfy the merchants at home, or the planters

abroad "*.

Before I clofc this account of our affairs in Jmerica,

it is neceflfary I (hould fay fomething of a misfortune that

befell us in Newfoundland ; and the rather, bccanfe none

pf our hiftorians have been particular about it, for which

reaforj, I am obliged to take what I have to relate, entirely

upon the credit of a French writer. The Sieur de Saint-

evide, the king's lieutenant at Placentia, took the fort of

St. Johtty on the eaft-fide of Newfoundland^ by fcalade, in

which adlion the governor was wounded, and made pri-^

foner, as were the foldiers of the garrifon, confiding of

?ibout a hundred met . This, my author fays, happened

on the ill of January^ ^709* ^'^^ ^^^ "^^t day informs

us, that the fort at the mouth of the harbour, built on a

rock, and extreamly well ."Drtified, furrendercd alfo, and

the garrifon, confifting of fixty men, were made prifoners

of war. This affair muft have been attended with very

bad confequences for the prefent ; but, as we (hall lee,

thefe were not only remedied in the fucceeding year, but

tbe French fettlcrjientjs in their turn, were in a manner to-

tally deftroyed". But, it is now time for us to return

home, and to conclude the hiftory of this year, with a

ihort

" Burchet, Hiftory of Jamaica, coicpleat hiftory of Europe for

the year 1 709, Pointer, &c.
" Journal Hiftorique de Louis XIV". p<;r Pere Daniel, p. 256,

257. He informs us, that tlicre were vaft quantities of artillery

and ammunition found in thefe twro forts, which I think a little

improbable ; but that our fetilemcnts were in a great meafure
ruined, feems to be confirmed, by feveral of our own political

pampfikts, publifti«d this y^r.
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(hort account of the alterations made with refpcft to the

management of naral affairs.

The carl of Ptmhrske, finding the care of the fleet a

load too heavy for him to bear, though he had difcharged

his office of lord high admiral to the general content of all

parties, very prudently and virtuoufly refolved to lay it

down. A great deal of pains were taken to divert his

loidfhip from this refoluiion, but to no purpofe; he

thought the bufinefs might be better done by one who had*

greater experience in maritime affairs; and thereupon,

this high office was offered to that gallant fea officer the fa-
'^

mous earl of Orford, who abfolutely refufed it, though he

was willing to accept a (hare in the diredlion of the ad-

miralty. Her majefty, therefore, in the beginning of

the month of November^ thought proper to dircdt a

coinmiffion, whereby, (he conftituted and appointed

Edward earl of Orford^ fir John Leake^ fir George Byng,

George Dodtngtofiy and Paul Methuen^ Efqrs. commif-

miffioners, for executing the ofiice of lord high admiral of

Great Britain and Ireland, in the room of the earl of

Pemhroke, on whom, the queen beftowed a yearly pen-

fion of three thoufand pounds per Annuniy payable out of

the revenue of the poft-office, in confideration of his emi-

nent fervices °. Soon after this alteration, there followed

a promotion, viz. On the I2th of November, 1709* her

majefty being pleafed to appoint, a gentleman, who had

been long laid afide, viz. Matthew Aylmer, efq; admiral

and commander in chief of her majefty 's fleet ; the lord

Durjley^ vice-admiral j and Charles Wager^ efq; rear-ad-

miral

** See Burnet, Oldmixon, compleat hiftory of £uropC| life of

qaeea Anne, Pointer's chronological hiilory.
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miral of the red. Sir Jthn Jinnings^ admirtl ; fir Ed-

ward IVhitaktVy vice-admiral of the white. And, iir Jihri

Norris admiral; and Jthn Bahr, Efq; vice-admiral of

the blue p. ^

The parliament met, and the queen laid before them

the proceedings of the laft year, and direded an account

of the expences of the government both civil and miiiury,

to be fent them from the refpe^ive ofiicen The fiufi-

nefs of doctor Sachtvtrel^ took up the belt part of the

feflion i
but it happened luckily, that the fupplies were

firil granted, amounting in the whole, to fix millions one

hundred eighty-four thoufand one hundred fixty-fix pounds;

feven (hillings, in order to the raifing of which, a lottery

was elhbliflied of one million five hundred thoufand pounds

of which, fix hundred thoufand pounds was fubfcribed, on

the 20th of January, being the firft day the books were

opened, and all the reft in lefs than fix weeks \ This wai

fuflkient to fliew the ftrengih of public credit at that time,

as alfo the difpofition of the commons, to continue the

war till the ends of it were anfwered ; but, after Sachevi'

reVs trial, it was foon perceived, that this ardour began to

abate, which we find attributed by our hiftorians, to many

different caufes. The chief however feems to have been

the

r Compleat hiilory of Europe, for 1 709, Pointer*! chronologic

cal hiliory.

^ Hifiory of Europe for 1701, Pointer** chronological hiftory.

Tkefe immenfe grants of parliament, firock the French prodigi-

oufly ; for while their credit was low, or in a manner quite gone,

ours was in its 2>nith. And without queftion, if ever our credit

(hould fail, either in refped to money, or the reputation of our
government, the french will gain at great an afoendency over«$,
as we then had over them ; this we mention as a point worthy
of ftriffc confideratioa here, becaufe in France it ii but too well

underftood already.
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the managcmcnr of the Fnmh king, who, by publiftiing

to all the world the mighty offers of peace that he had

made to the allies, and drefling up in the Orongefl colours,

the hard conditions which the allies would have impofcd

upon him, and with which he declared he would have com-

plied, if they had not appealed impoflible, and calculated rather

to prevent, than promote the re-eflabliHiment of the tran-

quility of Europe, By thefe reprefentaiions, he raifed great

companion among the neutral powers, excited divifions

among the allies, and caufed great Jealoufies and heart-

burnings, both here and in Holiand, This did not hinder

our minillry from purfuing their former fchemes, and en-

deavouring to reftore a martial fpirit, by the fuccefs of their

dcligns on all fides ; and as they had hitherto found their

conduct mofl liable to be attacked on the fubjedt of the

war in Spaifiy they took all imaginable care to ill'ue very

early, the fums granted for that fervice, which amounted

to about a million } buri it was reiolved^ lince there was

no immediate occaHon for great fleets in the Mediterra-

nearty to recall iir Edward ff^itaiet, and to leave admiral

Baker, with a fmall fquadron to protedt the trade, and

pbey the orders of king Cbdrles III. '.

Vol. IV. K HAtTHElf^

' As I have been hitherto very particular in relation to the

war in Spain, which wc certainly carried on with great vigour,

though under infinite difadvantages, I Ihall 'nere lay before the

reader at ooce, the f<iveral fums granted for t,(iis fervicc*

In 1703
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MATTHE TV Jylmery cfq; admiral of the fleety bcing^

in the Soundings with a confiderable force, faw all the fc-

veral fleets of outward-bound merchant-men, fafc into the

fea, and having fcnt them forward on their refpedive voy-

ages, upon the 27th of July^ he remained cruizing for

two days afterwards, about £xty-eighf leagues S. W, by

W. from the Lizard, On the 2^th at noon, he difcovered

thirteen fail, N. E. of him; H« ordered 7T>i Kint, Affih-

rancij and Ttrk^ to chafe a-head, and followed with the

reft of the (hips under his command ; bui the weather pro-

ving hazey, he could not difcover next morning more

than one merchant (hip. He received advice, however^

?^cfore noony that The Afurance had made prize of one of

the enemies vellels, upon which he immediately fent his

boat to bring the mafter of her on board him ; which wao

accordingly done •.
,

This Frenchrian informed the admiral, that the (hips

he had fcen the day before, were fourteen merchant-men,,

Bound for the banks of Newfoundlandy. and MartinicOy un-

der convoy of The Superbe^ a French man of war of 56;

guns, and The Concord of 30: that the former, having

iecn them, into the fea, was to cruize in the SeundingSy and

the latter to proceed to Guinea ; and that on their perceiv-

ing the Englijh fleet,. Thr Concord bore away with the

inerchant-mcn' under her convoy. Soon after this. The-

Kent, commanded by captain Robert Johnjon, came up

with, and engaged The Superbey for the fpace of an hour,

when Ihe ftruck j in which adlion, captain Johnfin behav-

ed like a gallant officer, and an experienced feaman i for,

as-

• Burchct's naval hifiory, compleat hiftory of Eulopc for the

year 17 10, life of ^ucen Aba«, &c.
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II h6 attacked the French (hip without waiting for other

Ihips, fo was (he taken by him without any afliftance, al-

though (he had a greater number of men than The Kent^

iBoth of them were very much ibsittered in the fight j but

fo good a Sailor wad Th^ Superbe^ that, had (he not been

three months of! the ground, (he would in all probability

haVe efcaped. This (hip had taken feveral Valuable prizes

from us before, and our cruizcrs had oftfen chafed her with-

out fucCefs; but falling thus into our poftffion, (he wa^

regiftered in the Britijh navy, being a very beautiful Veffeli

iind not above eighteen months old ^

Sir Edwafd ff^iaier, was at Ptrt-Mghen with his

fquadron, when he received the order before-mentioned,

and failing from thence on the 27tb of Marek, he arrived

at Lijion on the 4th of 4>r/7, with three (hips of the third

rate> where he made fome ftay, in orrfer to take the home-

ward-bound merchant-men under his proteftfon ; and theft

(ailing on the 29th of that month* he arrived fafely on the

firft of fune with our own* and the Dutch and Portugal

Hect, and their convoys, in our channel. As for vice-admiraf •

Baier^ having condud^ed the tran(})orts to the feveral ports

to which they were bound, he in his return to Barcehnoy got

(ight, off the Faro of Mejjina^ of four large (hips with fe-

veral feitees, under their conroy j this was on the 2d of

May^ and be chafed them with all the diligence pQfnble*

The next morning) captain Maftirs^ in The Fam^ carae

up with) and took one of the (hips, and foon after captain

Clevekndi in Thi Suffolk^ took another, called U GaU

liard^ of fifty-fix gunsj but the remaining two, which

K 1 were

iSl'ii

•;f J

\'V,

\ AnnaU of queen Annei Burcheti Buroct, lie
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ivere gallics, cfcaped, with moft of the fettees. The view

admiral, having feen the tranfports fafe into Barcelona, aod

having received advice, that fir John Norris, with a fqua*

dron under his command, was at Tarragona, and that he was

come to command in the Mediterrawan,- refolved to join

him as foon as poiTible, in order to execute any orders he

brought with him from England: or to contribute as^far as

in his power lay, to the fupport of king Charles's affairsr^

which were now in a more ilourifliing condition than they

)iad been for fome years paft. We will take notice next

of admiral Norris*s inftru(^ions, and of what, in purfu-^

ance of them, he performed during the time he command-

jBd ki thefe parts " .

l^rTAs. grand fleet defigned for this year's fervice in the

jkUditerranean^ faird Uom Plymouth on the 12th of Ja^
nuary, under, the command of fir John Norris, who \\3i}i'

va%ittxi The Virginia, and other merchant-men bound to

;the fVeJl'Indiei^ inS.^ into the fea,;,arrived at Port-Mahon

^n the 13th of Marchy where he was joined by fir Ed-

fuard Whttaker, and a Duui rear-admiral immediately

after his arrival, he detached three EngUjh and two Dutch

jnen of war, with the public money, recruits, arid ammu-
nition, ,

to Barcelona^ in order to receive his CaihoUck ma?-

jefty's ccmmands. While the admiral remained h'efe, he

had the mortification of hearing^that two of oUr iheri df

war had been taken by the French \ with this alleviating

clrcumftance, however, that both officers and men had

behaved bravely^ and that the itiisfortune was entirely ow-

ing to a fuperior force ^ Not Jong after, he received

• more

»L.* BuFchet, complcat hiftory of Europe, for the year 1710.
^ TKefe two flhips were The Pembroke of fixty-four guAS,

coamanded by caputs Hufufey, a&4 tke Faukoa ol thiiiy-two
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fnotz welcome intelligence, viz. that two of our (hips had

taken a French man of war of fixty guns, caU'd The

Moor^ a very fine (hip, and which was afterwards ri;gif-

tercd in the lift of our royal navy *. After making the

neqeflary djfpofitions for the many fervices that were requi-

red frorp the fleet, fir John failed on the 7 th of Aprll^

from Port-Mahoriy and arrived on the nth at Barcelona,

There he was informed by the king of 5dtf/«, that the e-

tiemy had a defign, either upon Sardinia or Naples^ and

th*t tlie di^e de Turfis, a Genoefe nobleman, who com-

manded a fleet of gallies for the fervice of king Philip, was

K 3
at

guns, commanded by captain Conftable, They were cruizing to

ihe fouchward ot Nice, when on the 29th of December, they dif-

covered five fail of (hips, which they took to be part of fir Ed-
ward Whitakei*s fquadron. Hcwevpr, they flood towards them ;

but perceiving they had French colours, and two of them (landing

in for Antibt'S, they made the lignal appointed by fir Edwi-ra

Whitaker, which was anfwered by the eneuiy, two of their (hips

iioill^d £ng!i(h colours, aind the third Dutch, and immediately

bore down upon them. Our captains were not,, however, deceiv-

ed, but itood on their 'guard, and when they difcovered ihem to

be very large (hips, made all the (ail from them they could j but

they having a brisk gale, and our Ihips but little wind, The Tou-
louie a feventy gun (hip, came up with, and attacked The Pem-
broke, and in lefs than half an hour the other two, one carrying

fixty-fix guns, and the other fifty, attacked her likewiie, and,

baving taken her, purfued, came up with, and took The Paul-

con. Captain Rumfey was killed in the engagement, in which

he loft one hundred and forty men, her mi%en-raait w^s brought

by the board, and ail her rigging torn to pieces, beiore the ofRters

agreed to furrender, Captain Conftable, in the F-iulcon, had a

(hot through his fhoulder, and yet he never ftirred from his poft,

or confented to ftrike his enfign, till he had but fixteen found men
left out of his crew.

^ This fhip was an excellent failor, and had done a great deal

of mifchief to our trade. Captain I'homas Long in the Breda,

^ ftout feventy gun fliip came up with her, about forty leagues S.

W. by W. of cape Roxent, and in a (hort and bri(k difpute, her

commander was killed. "Soon after, The Warfpight, captain Jo*'-

fias Crow, came under her quarter, and was ready to lay her oti

board i and then ihe ftruck.

\«
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It fea, in order to execute this enterprise. His majeftf

likewife informed him, that he was in great want of the

Qerman fuccour^s that were promifed him from //J^«

The admiral refolyed to do hi§ beft towards anfwering both

theft demands of his catholick majeft^, and having firft

landed the viceroy in Sardima^ where he found all things

quiet, he proceeded to the coaft of Itafy^ in order to em*

bark the fuccours before-mentioned. On the 6th of Majf^

fir John Norris arrived at Leghera, and having there pro-

vided for the ff-urity of our Levant Trade, which wa?

^uch difturbed by nionfieur d( VAigU ; he failed front

thence to V^do Bayi^ where, while the Girm^m wetc

embarking, he had intellif;ence, that the Italian gallies had

actually taHen on board a body of upwards of two thou-

fand men, in order to make a defcen^ on the iiland of ffr.-

^inia '.

Upon this, fir John Narrii called a counp! of war,

and in purfuance of the refolutions taken there, he, oi)

the firft of JuHif detached four men of war to convoy th^*?

tranfports to Barcelona -, he likewife detached five Englifi^

and four Dutch men of war, to cruize in the heightli of

T'ouhrty for a convoy which the Ft^emh expelled from ths

J^evant. The fi^me day he failed with the reft of the con-

federate fleet, >vith two imperial regiments, to go to the

alSftance of Sardinia^ upon certain advice, that the duke

di Turfis was failed with bis gallies, and, as we obferved

before, fopie land-forces on board, to invade that iiland.

The 2d, they came before La Bajiida in Qorfica^ and faw

t little ^m(,h merchant-ihip coming from the Archipilago^

^hich, upon the s^)proac^ of our fleet, retired under th^

cannon

7 Byrchet, ^mpleat hiHory o( Europe, 17x0, annals of c[uee^
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ctnnoo of that place; upon this, admiral Nsrrh fent fomo

i)oats which brought away the {hip> but the men made

their efcape on (bore. A bark coming from the iliorc,

brought the admiral advice, that the duke di Turfts having

continued forae day6 at Portt V^cchioy was failed to Boni'

facio^ with a deiign to execute his intended enterprize a>

gainll Sardinia ; whereupon, they failed again ; on the 5th»

came into the bay of T^rra Nova^ in Sardinia^ wherein

they found four tartanes of the enemy, which had landed

there four hundred ^en, and fixty officers, nnder the com-

jnand of the count de Ca/iilh, They toolc the fame day

in the evening thofe four {bip.s and undcrfta«4ing by the

iprifoners, that the count; with his forces, was but two

miles off upon that fhore, the admirals lefolved to land

iome forces to attack them ; which was done the next day.

They marched diredtly to Terra Nova^ where the enemy

were pofted; but. the count de Cajiilk^ feeing it was in

vain for him to offer any refiftance, furrendered at difcre-

tion i fo that they took four hundred and fifty foldicrs prl-

foncrs, with fixty-three officers, and feveral perfons of <jua-

lity, natives of Sardinia-, who, being difaffe^ed to the

German government, had joined the enemy, or 'had gone

with the count de Cajiilk in this exi}editioD, in hopes that

their intereft would occaiion an infurredtion in favour of

king Philip V. •.

Their enterprise having fucceeded beyond expe^a.

tion, and there being no danger of any rebellion on that

£de, the troops returned on board, the 7th, and the admi-

fals rcfolved to go in queft of the duke di Turftiy who, ac-

cording to the report of the prifoners, was failed to another

K 4 bay.

r\\ 'U,

f fiurchet, compleat biftory of Europe^ &c.
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bay, on the oppofite fide of the ifland, to land the reft of

his forces. On the ^th, they came, by favour of a freH

gale^ into the canal of BonifaciQ, where they were inform-

ed by a Nfapolitan felucca, that the duke de Turfu was

failed the night betbre froqi thence, with intention to retire

into the gulph of Ajuzzie in Corjico', whereupon, they mad^

^11 the fail they could, in hopes of coming wp with him

in that bay ; but in th 5 morning, of the 9th, when they

pame into the fame, they werp informed that the duke d;

Turjis, lorefeeing they would purfue hini) was failed thence

the night before* wirh Iiis gallies, hayjng left in this gulph,

^ight large barks, with 6ve hundred fqldiers on board, an^

)he greateft part of his ammunition, artillery, and provi-

iions^ in hopes that they would not take them in a neutral

place. But fir John Norris thought fit to feize them, and

iignified £0 the republic of Gema^ that the queen of Grea$

Britain his midrefs, could not but exprefs on all occafions

the higheft refentment againft them, for having permitted

the duke de lurfts^ one of their fubjedls, to make, in their

dominions, fuch an armament defigned againlt one of the

kingdoms belonging to the jcing of Spain her ally ; and

that, looking upon their permiifion, or connivance, as ^

breach of their neytraliiy, he would attack the queen's enc-

jnies in all their harbours. The Genoefe governpr, to whoqi

thefe reprefentations were made, anfwered with as much

fubmiilion as could be expedled ; promifed that he would

not fupply the duke de Turfts^ or any that belonged to

' liim, with provifions; and moil eai^eftly requefted, th^t

jthe admiral vould not land any troops uppn the i|land.

The admiral haying confidered hb requeft, and being fenQ-

\t\t that it would be to very little or no purpofe to attempt

following the enemy into the mountains, thought proper

to grant it, and thereupon proceeded immediately for Bar^



Of ^een ANN ©J^ lai

ethnffy where he arrived on the i8th of June ; a^d^ the

king of Spain defiring that part of the troops might be

landed in Fahncih, and that the fleet might be as foon as

poffible at terragonoy it w^s refoived to fail thither direft-

ly, and ^o leave orders for vice-admiral Baker to fol-

low ; which orders, as I have already (hewn, he punc*

tuaily obeyed ".

The inhabitants of the Cevennes having given the king

of France a great deal of Difturbance, and having numbers

of their countrymen in foreign fcrvice, it was propofed

to the Britifl) miniftry, that, notwithftanding the mifcarri-

age o/ former attempts, fomething (hould be» again under-

taken in their favour j and to enforce this advice, it was

obferved, that the CamifarSy then in arms, were wjthiji^

j^fteen leagi\es of Mqutpelljery ^nd that it was poljjble tp

land our tfoops at Port Cette, within a fingje league of

that city. Upon this, the miniftry ihemfelyes, conceiving

fuch an expedition might difconcert the enemies defigns in

Spain^ or at leaft facilitate king Charles's enterprizes in Ca-

taloniay refoived to fend a gentleman to Spairty thoroughly

inftrudted as to the whole of this afl^air, with orders to prp-

pofft it to general Stanbcpe, and fir John Norris, upon

whofe approbation, and the coni'ent of the king of Spaiftf

the defign was to be immediately put in execution, by the

fleet then on the coaft of Catalonia: It mud be allowed,

that this proje6t was very well formed, and according to

the beft informations that I have been able to obtain, if our

troops had actually fixed themfelves for three days at Cefte,

we might, with the afliitance of the duke of Savoy, have

given the French king more trouble, than he had ever met

with

* Burchet, annals of queen Avj\c, hiflory of the laft war.
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with from any of our projefb during tlic war. For hv
own fubje^s, then in arms againft him, were a bold, da*

ring, hardy people, and with a very little encouragement

from us, would have formed an army of twenty or thirty

thoufand men, to whom all the French exiles, in every

p^rt of Eurspiy would have reforted } and, as among them

there were many experienced officers, it is not eafy to con-

ceive, what confequences this affair might have had> or to

what extent the fl^me might have fpread ^

On the arrival of this gentleman from England^ gene-

ral Stanhopiy who was a very cnterprizing officer, eagerly

embraced the fcheme, and prevailed upon king Charles^

to permit a body of troops, though indeed it was but a

very fmall one, to embaik on board the fleet. This refo-

lution being taken, was communicated to fir John Norm^

who on the 6th of July, held a great council of war, in

which it wa& refolved, to fend an exprefs to the duke of

Savoyy and to embark the forces immediately, that an

affair of fuch importance might not fuffer by delay. The
command of tbefie troops, which conHfled of no more

than the regiment of colonel Stnnhopty and three hundred

men from P^rt-Mahotti were commanded by major-gene-

ral Seijfan^ a native of Languedoc^ and a very good officer.

The fleet failed from Barcelona on the 9th, and arrived

before Cette on the 19th. The next morning, by break

of day, the troops, which were but feven hundred men,

and who bad landed the evening before, without any op-

poiition, narched diredtly towards the town. Sir Jobm

Nirris appointed fome (hips to batter the fort at the mole-

heady

b Burnet, Oldirixon, compleat hiftory of Europe for the year

1710^ aniub of queen Anne^ Pointer's chronological hidory.
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h^ad, upon which the inhabitants retired to the church,

gnd foon after, both town and fort furrendered ; as in the

erening of the next day, did the town of ^gdfi fo that

now we had firn footing in the ei^my's country : and this

expedition had a more promiling appearance than any that

had been.hitu^to underul^en againft Fraud ; our only mif*

fortune was, that there were fo few men fpared for fo im-

portant a deiign %

On the 17th, major-general Seiffan received advice,

that the duke of Roqutlattre was adyancing with 400 dra-

goont, and 4000 militia, to ford the lake, and fepoifefs

fiitf i upon which, the major-general thoiight proper to

}eave a h^ndred and forty men to fecure the bridge of

4$^^^ and nv^rched with the reft of the forces, to oppofe

the enemy ; writing at the faipe time to the admirals Nior*

ris and SommeUdyke^ to defire them to fend all the boats

pf the fleet, with as iriany ipen as they could fpare, into

the Etan^y or Lake^ to attack the enemy in their padage

Ihrough the fame } which was done accordingly. I'he

duke of Roquilaure^ feeing his defign prevented by thefe

precautions, returned to Mfzi^ and the admirals 2 '^d ge-

neral detached a m?jor, with a hundred and fifty nL?n, to

reinforce the detachment left to fecure the bridge of Jgde ;

but, at the iacne time advice came, that this important

poft had been abandoned upon a falfe alarm. Neverth^r

lefi, it was refclved to prevent the enemy, and to returt^

to J^de with Ihallops by fea, in order to regain that poll:

;

liut the very i^^oment that this was to be executed, a Arong

'^ind happened to coiiie quite contrary, which obliged

thea

^ Oldmixon, Burnet, Political ilate for the year ^7iO| Com<
pifat hiftory of Europe for the fame year.



ia4 NyiFjiL HISJORT
them to abandon that delign, and dire<tt all their care t^

fecure Cettt, In (hort, the duke de NoailUs arrived a{

Jgdcy the fame day that they were to return thither,

They began then, to think of the defence of the moun-

tain of Cetn^ and polled there the few troops they hacj

in the vineyards, Airrounded with a flight wail ; but with

orderj to retire, ypt not before the arrival of the enemy.

The officer, who commanded fifty men, did not rightly

apprehend this order, or el fe he was furprized j for fcarce

had a few French dragoons fired upqn our men, before they

furrenderpd to them at difcretion. The other troops re^

tired in diforder, though the necefTary difpofitjons had

been made to fupport them in their retreat, and thp feye-

ral officers did all that could be expcdled from their cou-

rage and experience to rally the troops. While thefe were

re-embarking, on the 17th, a captain was left in the forty

with fifty men to guard the fame. It was not accelTible,

but on the fide of the mole, and was defended by two

pieces of cannon in the place that leads to it ; and be-

fides, the enemy had no boats. The (haliops were jull

by the fort the whole morning; but admiral Norris had

no fooner put off to go en board his (hip, but the enemy

fent word to the captain, that if he did not immediately

furrender the fort, he mu(t expedt no quarter. Wtiere-

upon the officer let down the bridge, and furrendered at

difcretion, even before the troops were re-embarked. The
duke de Roquelaure fent them back the captain who had

fo ill defended the fort, in exchange for a burgher who
h^d t^een releafed before \ but the caiptain was fet a-ihore

a£^n, and told, that fince he had been fo complaifant to

M, di Rcqutlaun^ as to deHver up the fort to him^ it was

^ but
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i>ut reafonable he flioold be near the dutie's perfoiii and

treated according to his merit **.

Thus ended an expedition, from which much was

expeifled, and which had no other good effedt^ except

obliging the enemy to recall a confiderable body of their

troops from Roujplhn, in which the duke de Noailles made

a very remarkable march, of which the French have boafl-

cd exceflively. Sir John Norris having re-embarked tho

forces, failed on the 19th, and (hewed himfelf off Teulon

and Marfeilki ^ fome days after, he flood into the road

of Hieresy where he difcovered a French fly-boat, carry-

ing fifty guns, under three forts, upon the iHand of Port

Crfiix i upon which he inflantly detached fome Englijb

and Dutch frigates, under the commanq of captain Step'

neyy to attack both the fhip and the fortrefTes. This was

performed with great vigour, and in a fhort time the fhip

was abandoned, and the loweft of the three forts; upon

this, our boats row«d haftily to })oard the veflel, into

which
i:.

ii .ii

•* Father Daniel gives us a very pompous account cf this bufi-

ftefs : the allies, fays he, appeared bcfofc port de Cette^ with

twf^i^y five men oi war, and immediately made themfelves roa«

fters of the place. The duke de Roquelaure, who commanded ia

languedoc, had but three troops of horfe, and therefore he fent

direaiy to the duke de Noailles for alMance, who, in the fpacft

of three days, brought 900 horfe, and looo grenadiers into the

neighbourhood gf Agde ; from whence they forced the enemy to

tttite immediately, with the lofs of three or four hundred men.
He confcfles, however, that it was an aiFair of great confequence,

fince, if the Engl ifh had become mafters of that port, they would

have been able to fupport tl i rebels in France, which muft have

brought the greateft miferics upon that kingdom. The moft ex-

traordinary thing he tells us, is, that the French loft only one

grenadier, and a few horfes : but even this was too much for

other French writers to own, and therefore, they leave out the

horfes. and teli us, tnac the greng^ier killed himfelf, his piece

going off as it was flung at hi& back.

/ /
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which our men had fcarce entered, before the (htp, by i

train laid for that purpofe by the enemy, was blown up,

and thirty-fivcof our people either kflkd or wounded. This

jnisfortune was foon followed by another ; for, our (hips

that were cruizing off Tmbrty being dif^refled for water,

ftikd to an adjacent ifland for t fupp)y» and in the mean

time a great corn fleet, for which they were waiting, took

that opportunity to enter the port of Toulon. On the

14th of Augufi^ fir Jihn Norris returned to P -t^Mahon^

where he received the welcome news of the great vi^ory

of Sarrdgoffa, He then expelled to have failed on an tt-

pedition for the fervire of his catholic majefty ; but was

difappointed, partly through feme delay made by the

troops in embarking, and partly by the hafte the Dutch

Were in to return home } fo that, finding it impracticable

to do any further fervicc for the prefcnt, he ordered moft

Of his (hips to be cleaned ; which being performed, he

failed on the 30th of OSfobtr from P^rt-Mabon^ and on

the 6th of November he took three French (bips from

Newfeundland, After this, he (ecured th« Turke^f fleet*

and then attempted to annoy the enemy in the bay of

JRoJes, where he met with fuch a ftorm, as drove tb^

Refolutim on (hore, on the coaft of Catatonia near to Baf*

cehnaf where (he was. loit, notwith(Vanding ail imagina*

ble care to prevent it, and the reft of the fleet was forced

into the harbour of Pert-Mehon ••

His catholic majefty's affairs had now taken a new «nd

unfavourable turn, and therefore, his maje(ly wrote in

very preding terms to flr John Norris^ ii) order to engage

him

« Barchee, Burnet, lediaid, Oldnikon, Annals of queen
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him to fail over to the iMlian coeft, to bring with the ut-

moft expedition, fuch troops as could be fpared from

thence for his fcrtice. Sir John failed from Barahna^tmA

arrived on the 19th of Mdrcb in the bay ol Fad9 j on the

22d following, the Stvirm^ Lion and Limii made the fig-

nal of feeing four (hips ; upon which, the admiral ordered

the NaJJiiu and Extttr to give them chace, and upon hear-

ing a great firing of guns, detached the Dartmouth and

H^mthelfia to their afliftance. On the 27 th, the Srvtrm

and Limi came into the road, and captain Fudmr, who

commanded the former, gave fir John Norris an account,

that in conjunction with the Lion and Lime, he had the

day before, engaged four Frrrieh (hips, from fixty to forty

guns, for above two hours, and then the Frimh crouded

all the fail they could, and made away -, the Sevtrm be-

ing difabled, returned with the Lime into Vado road ; but

captain Galfridus IValpde, who commanded the Lim^

continued the chace, though he had his right arm IhoC

away, about iorty men killed and wounded, and his (hip

much torn by the enemy's (hot. The Exeter^ command*

ed by captain Raymond^ came up with one of the French'

men, and after a bri(k engagement of above two hours,

took her ; but he was fo difabled, that he was forced to*

let her go again. She proved to be the Pembroke^ which

had been talien from us a year before, that wa:<, while in our

fervice, a fixty guu (hip ; but at this time, i(he mounted

no more than fifty. Sir John haviug given the necefiary

dire^ions for embarking the troops on board an hundred

and twenty tranfports, in order to efcort them to Barce^

bna^ received advice, while he was waiting for a wind,

that fir John Jennings was arrived at Port Mahony in or-

der to command in the Mediterranean, We have already^

contrary to our ufual method^ carried this part of the hi-

- ftcry

Ml
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Kftory beyond the bounds of the year 17 lo, which' v^MS dt*^

caiioned by a defire of preferving perfpicuity^ Which

otherwiie couU not have been fo well done; and, for

the fame reafoii, we (hall proceed ^ith fir John Norris'i

condudt^ though it will carry us almoft to the clofe of -

tbeyea» 171 1: which^ however, is better than breaking

tbe thread of^the narration, to refume it again at a great

diftance of time ; and this too, when all that can be fMd

.about it, w..: fall within a very narrovv compafs ^

He failed from Vada for Pcrt-Mahoftf in Jpril-, but

was forced by a ftorm into the road of Jrajia, where,

with great difficulty, he procured forage for the horfesi

and where he by wind-bound till the fourth of A^y, and

thA proceeded to Barcelona, arrived there< and landed

the troops on the eighth, wherej having confulttd with

tbe duke oi Argyk^ and taken care to fend a (Irong fq'i-

dron to Genoa for the public money, he thought next of

proceeding home with the Turkey trade i and with that

view, ordered captain Cornzvall to efcort them to Gibral-

tary or Lifion^ and there wait for his arrival. This being

performed, be followed them as foon as the king of

Sitain*s zfhlrs would permit ; and failing with tlietn under

his convoy from Lifion on the 15th of Septimher^ he ar-

rived with them off the illeof fPight^ the eighth of Oifoi-

hr^ 171 1, with four (hips of the third rate, feven of

the fourth, three of the fifth» two bomb-ve&lsi two

itore-ihips, and an hofpital'(hi|i ; and from thence held on

bis courfe to the Downsy leaving the command of tbe

fleet that continued in the Mediterranean^ to fir John Jen*

ningSy of whofe proceedings we (hall fpeak in their proper

place {

mm^mm

[ Burcbet, Compleat hiftory of Europe, Pierre Duikt

fh
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fthce \ but, at prefent, it is requifite that we (hould give

an accounr, as we promifed, of the expedition fet on

ibot for reftoring our affairs in Newfoundland '.

The check we had reccwed the year before, had given *

the miniftry great difquiet. They foiihd themlTeives at

this jundtiire; in a vbry tickliOi fituation, and were, there- -

fore, under a kind of necefllty of providing againft any^

i^ew clamours, which they were fertfible would be fet up,

ill cafe the /^r^«fA were not effeftually rooted out in a

place which fb nearly affedled our merchants, and upott

tvhicb, their cothmercie with Spain^ Portugal^ and Italy^

fo mucti depended./ Ih order, therefore, to provide in*-

the beft manner poflible for fo itiipottant in undertaking,

they made choice of two officers of great worth and ex-

perience, one to command the fquadron, the other the

land-forces that were to be put on board it. The for-

mer bf tljefei .was. captain George Mdrtin^ and thfe iattci",

colonel Francis Nichdfony who was fent to Bo/ion, in

New-England, in order to provide every thing neceflary

for the expe(^itlon, and to draw together fuch forces as

.

could be fpared from that colony, fo, as that they might

be able to embark as foon as the fquadron (hoMld arrive.

This ff^uadron confided of the X)r^^(?^?, a fifty giin ^ip,

commanded by captain George Martin ; the Fa/mouthy of
'

fifty guns; by ca[)tain tf^iitlltr Kydel\ the Leojiaff, of thirty

two guns, by captain George Gordon j the Fever/hem, of

thirty-fix guns, by captain Robert Pajion^ and the Star

I)omb-ketch, by captain Thomas Roihfort -, to which, was

afterwards added, tlic Chefter, a fifty gun fliip, command-

Vot. IV. L ci.

« Barchct, compleat hidory of El rope for the year 171 1.

Campaign in Spain^ under (h^ da!i? 9! Argyll, A nnaU of qjtica

Anne, uz.
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iion, and ihortan, but vUh no great fuiccdl Colond

yiiubi with five hundred on the north-iide, fo lined the

ihore^ ais that hft protected the landing of the cannon^

ammunition and ilores^ and the mortar being lixed oit

board tht bomb-veiiel, ihe driving up with the tide of

floods within cannon-ihot of the fort,« both that day. and

the next, bombarded the enemy therein^ which did hi t

great meafure induce them to capitulate^ fooner than other-

wife they would have done : not but that they were ver^

much galled in the attempts made on them^ and the

warm fire from the artillery on (here; but the 28th^

29th, and 3dth, the bomb-vefiel wa3 not able to throw

any (hells, by reafon of hard gales of wind. At a coun«

cil of war, held on the firft of O£loher^ two letters^ which

were received from monfieur Subercaft^ dired^ed to colo-

nel NiMfin^ were taken into confideration, together

with theanfwers^ which he had made thereunto; ai^d thi

preliminaries being agreed on^ the governor marching out

6f the fort, with the garrifon * ; our troops took poileffion

La of

mMM«

' This capitolatioHi is worth the reader's notice, tn as much
as it contains the terms upon which we were put in poiTefllon of

the provii7ce of Arcadia, as the French call it, or^ as we ilyle it,

the province of Nova Scotia. The articles were;

t. That the garrifon (hall mai-ch out vVitli their afnls and bag-

Jlf%Fy drums beating, and colbUrs flying.

2. Thtft there (hall be a fomcxnt number of fKips and provi-

fions to tranffKJrt the faid gat-riibn to Re eliel, or Rdchfort, by
the (hoTteil pailage ; where they (hall be furnilhed v^itit pafTpurtsi'

for their return.

3. I'hat I colonel Nicholfon^ may Uke out fix guns, and twd
morcan, fuch as I (hall think (it.

4. That the olficers (hail carry out all their efFttfls of what fdrf

foever ; except they do agree to the felling of them^ the pay«

vent of which coi be bona fide.

5. Thai
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of it foon after, with drums beating, and colours flying

;

where hoifting the union flag, they, in honour of her ma-

jefty, called the place Annapolis-Royal ; and a fuflicient

number of men being left therein^ th6 fhips and troops

proceeded

5. That the inhabitants, within cannon (hot of the fort of Port-

lloyal, fliail remain upon their edates, with their corn, cattle and

furniture, during two years, in cafe ihey are not defirous to ^o

before : thqy taking the oaths of allegiance and fidelity to her fa-

cred majelly of Great -Britain.

6. That a veffel be provided for the privateers belonging to the

iflands of America, for their tranfportation thither.

7. That thofe that are defirous to. go for Piacentia, in New-
foundland, fliall have leave by the nearefl palfage.

d. That the Canadians, or thofe that are defirous to go thi-

the^j may, during the fpace of one year.

9. That the effeAs^ ornaments, utenfils of the chappel, and

hofpital, (hall be delivered to the almoner.

TO* 1 prontife to deliver the fort of Port-Royal into the hands

of Francis Nicholfon, Efq; for the queen 6f Great- Britain, Sec.

within three days after the ratification of this prefent treaty ;

with all the efifeAs belonging to the king, as guns, mortars,

bombs,, balls, powder, and all other fmall arms.

1 1 . I will difcover, upon my faith, all the mines^ fougafiesj

and cafemates.

12. All the articles of this prefent treaty (hall be executed up-

on good faith, without difficulty, and figned by each other at her

majefty of Great Britain's camp, before Port- Royal fort, the fe-

cond day of Odtober, in the ^th year of her maj>.'tty's reign, An-
noque Domini, 17 10.

FRANCISNiCHOLSOKi
SijBERCASE.

Memorandum. The general declared, that within cannon-fhdt

of Port- Royal, in the fifth article a forefa id, is to be undA"ftood,

three Englilh miles round the fort, to be. henceforward called An-
napolis-Royal ; and the inhabitants within the faid three miles,

to have the benefit of that article. Which perfons, male and fe-

male, comprehended in the faid article, according to a lift of their

names given in to the general by Mr. Allen, amount to four hun-

dred and eighty one perfoni.

m
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pfpcccdcd to New-England, as foon as all things necef-

fary were fettled ; from whence, captain Martin departed,

not long after, in order to put in execution the remain-

ing part of bis in(lru£lions, and prepare for his return to

England.

These were not all the misfortunes that befell the

French in this part of the world, for our men of war and

pyiyaieers, took this year, near fifty of their ftiips. The
Portland and the Vaknry took, in their paflage to New-

foundlandy two very rich prizes, value thirty thoufand

pounds. But not long after, the Valeur was furprized in

harbour, an^ ^ken by the French, and in the month of

4^mft9 captain John Aldred in the Rochejler, captain

liumphry Pudner in the Severn, and captain George Purvis

in the Portland, vifited all the french harbours on the

north fide of Newfoundland, and in a manner totally de-

ilroy^ thpm, Oi all thefe tranfadtions, however, the

accurate father Daniel fays not one word ; and indeed, as

to the latter part of this relation, Mr. Burchet is filent alfo,

though it was certainly of very great confequence to the

trade and intereft of Great-Britain ^

t L 3 We

tfA

^ ^n ajcoHPt gf th? e^jecution done by this fquadron.

Harbours Names. French Sl.ips Names.
c c

Li Couche,

Ditto,

Carouze,

Ditto,

Ditto,

Petit Maitre,

<jreat Sr. Jul'an,

Little St, Jul an.

Ditto,

75
70

La Comtefle d*F.vcreux

La Couroniie

I^ Marquis du Biy

I-.e Comptede Bonrepos 120 2

L'Aigle Noire .

Francois Maire

Francois de la Paix

St. Pierre

16

28

70
80
120

30

20
12

200
200
400
400
200

2>0
400
2QQ

Taken,
burnt

Taker. •

Surnt*

7'akeo,

Ditto.

Ditto.

Efcapcd.

D>tc<».
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We arc now to return home, ia order to take netiCft

pf what happened here, relating to the ^ffiurs of the navy;

and as thefe are commonly influenced by a total change

in the miniilry, it may not be amifs to obferve* that, in

the beginning of the month of jiagufi, the earl of Gedel^

phin was removed from being lord high treafurer, an4

;hat ollice was put into commiffion '. This great change,

was quickly followed by others of the faipe nature ; ibr a-

^^out i'jx weeks after, Edward earl of Orford^ havmg re-

i^gned his place of firft lord cc(^mifHonfu: of the aomiralty^

^he queen appointed fir John Lsakcy fir George Byng^

^earge Doddington^ eiijj Paul Methutn^ eU^^y and Jihn

Aijlabiey efq; lords commifBonecs for executing tiie office

pf lord i;i gh admiral of Qntat^Eritain^ B\it this CQmmi£^

i[ion did not continue long in this iitu^tion, for in the

ipionth of December^ fir Jama HfiflHtri^ and Giorgs

(Clarke, eiq; were appointed lords commifiioners of the

admiralty, in the room of Ginrgt. Doddington^ and Bwd
Methuen, efqrsj *. The new par^ament m^t on the 25th

pf November^ and on the 27 th, the commons chofe ^/r
Ham Bromley^ efq; of Wor.cefltrjbirgy for their Speaker.

The queen, in her fpecch from the throne, recomnciend-

^d the carrying on the war in very warn;i ternas,^ and the

commons, in their addrefs, promifed her majefty to take

proper care of it. Accordingly, on the 5Ch of Pef/tmber^

/Ml the /i(b, oyl, ftages, yatts, boats, fifliing-tackle, &c. of the

aboyementipn^d (hips, fell into our hands, an^ were either taken

^r deilroyed by us. And the tyro Hiips which efcaped, left even

^heir anchors, aod cables, and fome of their fails behind,

^ Burnet, Oldmixon, compleat hillory of Europe for ti» yea^

171:0, Annals of queen Anne, life of queen Anne.
>» Pointer's chronological hiilory, Salmon, ContiAUi^ipn of Ka-

pii), \\k 9f queen Anne.
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iSatf voted 40,000 men for the Tea fervke, for the year

I7tr» and i20>ooo/. kit the ordinary of the navy; on

the loth ofFebruary^xhcy voted that the Aim of5,130,539 /.

5 ;. 6 i. be granted for pay:.icnt of the debts of ihe navy,

and for fervices perfofiod by them on account of land forces

10 Mifbaeimas 17x0, exclufive of the rcgjfter-office ; and on

the 20th of the laid month, th^refolved, that 103,303/.

III. 4</. be granted for the ufe of fuc-h proprietors, or in^

habitants only» of NtvUt and St. Chrijhpher's^ who were

fufTeteraby ihtFr4mb iovafion, and whoihave fettled^ or

fliall re-fetde their plantation* in (he faid iilaAda "• I do not

well know, whether I ought to addy as an iodance of

the care of parliament in reipe£li to our- commerce, that

thi»^ year an a^ was pa&d for incorporating a company

to carry on a trade to the Smtb-SMS, While thefe regAi^

lation$ were making by the legiflature,- her majelly took

care to provide for adljon^ and in confequence there-

of, appointed iir J^brt Ltake rear-admiral ef Great-Brir

iaUty to> br admiral and commander in chief of her fleets

in the room of Matibtw Ajfimtt^ efq; at the (ame timtv

file- appointed Rrthmai Jierdy resir-^uimiral of the> blue;

and fome time after,, fir Geiir^ Bj/ng was made adminl of

tho white; Thefe necei&ry circumftancei» premired,m^

may now- proceed to the naval (^rations of tho next

yeat;%

TwE grand fleet, under the coounand of iir JohnLtake^

had very little to do. It w?^ intended for the defence of

oar eoaft» and for keeping: the- enemy in avtre^ which was

IL 4. very

*- VotM^ of the HuiC'Of commonsj. Churiler's debate*, com-

fleat hiftory of Europe for 17 lo and 171 1> life of queen Aiyie,

'bintcr.

* Oldmixon* continuation of Rapin, annals of queen Anne,
Poiuter, SalmQn*« Chton. hiilorian.
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fery efeflually performed $ for the French king, from tb^

many misfortunes he h?d met with, was utterly incapable

of equipping any capital {hips ; and therefore, contenting;

liimfelf with fending out, as he had done fome years palV,

fmall fquadrons to aniloy our trade, he feemed no longer

to look on France as a maritimfe piotver. Sir Thomas

Hardy^ rear-admiral of the blue, was ferit \yith a ftron^

fquadron, confiding of fpur fourth rates, two fifths, and

two fixtbs, to block up the port of bunkirlt. On th^

aift of Mayt he arrived before that port, into which he

forced two priVJiteers of twenty guns each, and a doggeSr

-which carried eight ; and this, 'notwithlhihding the ene-

my's fire from the platform at the pier-hea4> 'While he

yras in this fituation, he difcovered in the bafon four fixty

^n (hips, and two fmaller veflels, all unrijgged^ and had

certain infofm^on, of a fm^U fquadron that was fitting

there foi* tl^e Tea : aft^r Which, he'ci'uifed as carefully as h6

could, as well for that, as for the convoy from Bretagne\ but

both, notwithftanding all his vigilance efcaped him. Ort

the 27 th of June^ an Englijh man of war, called the Ai^

wV^, commanded by Kenneth Xoid Di^u^y tyas attacked

in Yarniouth'Roadsby feveral -Fr^«^^ privateers. Hislord-

fhip engaged them ^ith great bravery, and did hot giv^

up his fhip, which was a' fourth rate of forty- fix guns,

till all his fails were torn to pieces, not a brace or bow-

ling left, the' flirouds "cut-away, two thirds of his men

killed and wounded, and his lordfliip'had 'fiVe balls in his

body. The eight privateers that took him, brought thd

fliip, with great triumph into Dunkirk^ where, tbey mod
inhumanly ftripped both officeis and private men of their

wearing apparel, and, but for the kindnefs of the inhabit

crs,

cus

to
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tints of Duniiri, bad left tbein in a manner ^aked^

Such was the brutal behaviour of thefe barbarous plunder-

ers, and to fuch we mui^ remain expofed, if that infam-

ous neft of pyrates, deftroyed for the common fafety of

mankind, (hould ever, through the weakn^fs of our coun-

cils, be fettled or ibrti^ed again.

On the 8th of Jtigu/f, fir Thomas Hardy being m Tar-

moiith-Rfiads, with his fqviadron, received orders to pro-

ceed as far northwards as the iilands of Orkney^ in order

to fecure the RuJJia trade, and to fend fome (hips, that

were with him^ to the Dffwns j the admiralty having re-

ceived certain infelligence, that M, Saus^ a Frfnch Officer,

.had actually got to fea from Dunkirk^ with four large

'diips^ viz, one of fifty gun's, one of twenty- eight, one

of twenty-fix,'' and one of twenty-four : in purfuance of

thefe orders, fir Thomas faw the Kujpa Fleet, which was

remarkably rich that year, as far z^Schetlandi and then,

fending them forward, with a proper convoy, he returned

to the Downs, where he received orders to proceed weft-

wardj In queft of Af, du CaJ/e, While our (hips were

thus employed, a misfortune befel us upon oiir own coaft

;

for M.diSauSi with his privateers, fell in whh our ^r-

giftia fleet, which confided of twenty-two fail, twp of

which were forced a-(hore, four efcaped, and all the reft

were taken. As foon as the news of this was carried to

Englandy orders Were fent to purfue the French fquadron,

ind to prevent their getting back to Dunkirk ; but the

fitMX Sous found means to rid himfelf of thefe attendant?

though they were once within fight of him, and carried

• ' -'
: i ^ fix

P Burchet, Lediard, compleat hiftory of Europe for 171 1. But

the fads related in the text, are tal^en chiefly from the London-
Qazettc, No/4«72.
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fix of his prizes into Dunktrk^ leaviog the reft at BoUini^

Calais^ arid other ports on the coafti. Our cruizen and

priyaieers, in fome meafurey repaired this misfortunes by

the depredations they committed on the coafts of France^

horn whence they brought a great number of fmall prizes^

ivhicb, if they did not turn much to our benefit, were*

however, a great prejudice to Frana^ fince moft of them

were laden with corn, and other provifions, of which at

that juncture the people were in great need. But it is

now time to return to the proceedings of our fquadrons in

the Meditirrantan^ where, as we have before ihcwn, fir

John Jennings commanded in chief, with a numerous

fleet, of whpfe defigns we (hall now fpeak particularly, as

they were the laft that were formed during this war, in

thofe parts.

The a^alrs of king Charles had fuffered fo feverely,

fince the battle loft at FiJla Fido/a, that even his beft friends

almoft defpaired of retreiving them. It was, however^. |sik

folved to fend thither a large naval force, to affiftin what-

ever meafures might be thought proper, either for refiori-

ing his hopes, or for the fafety of his perfoD. The duke

of Jriylif commanded the Englijb troops, with circum*>

(dances equally honourable to himfelf, and fbameful to

thoTe who fuffered fo many brave men to fall under fuch

misfortunes. The army was but thin ; and well it might

be fo, fince general P*anhope had been befieged, and taken,

with eight battalioiia, and as many fquadrons, ai few

months before in Brihuega, But this was not all ; the te^

giments, thin as diey were, where ragged and ftarving, bar-*

ing no credit, but what his grace procured for them, who
foon

on

Burcheti Journal Hidorique de tiouis XIV. p. 2?$*
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foon brought thisgi into better or<3er, and his Kttle armjr

under good difripline. In (hort, he appeared there, what

he appeared erery where, not only a brave man and aa

i^tye officer; not barely a great general, or au able

^tefman, but a friend U> mankind, and a brer of hb

country. He fed the hungry, he clothed the naJud, ha

ftopped defertion, not by ieverities, but by convincing his

foldiers that they could be ufed no where So well \ \vSo

Auch, that when fir Jthn Jinnings arrived at Baruhft^

with his fleet, in the latter end of March^ he found vhingi

on the mending hand \ After performing i^e ^w ntr

ceflary

^w *mmmm

' BlOlop Burnet, indeed, has given % very diifisRent ^co^nt of

this matter '* The buiinefs of Spain had been fo muph prcflTe^l

1* from the throne, and fo much iniifted on all this feifion, and the

<* commons had given 1,500,000/. for that femice, (a. fom. £»r

^* beyond all that had been granted<in any preceding fefCon) fo

*' that it was expeAed, matters would have been carried there,

M in another manner than formerly. The duke of ArgyU, wa«
^* fen^ to command the queen*s troops there, and he feemedJuU
** of heat ; but all our hopes flailed. The duke of Vendomc's
^< army was in fo ill a condition, that if Staremberg had been

^ fupported, he pr(Mi|i^ himfi^lf great advantages, h does not

^' yet appear, what II^de this to hH, fpr the parliament has not
" yet taken this into examination. It is certain^ the duke of Ar-
*-i gyll did nothing; neither. he nor hi» troops, were once named;
** during the wholp cainpaiun. He wrotf^overveiy^h^ayy qom-
" plaints, that he was not fupported, by the failing of there-

S* mittances that he expefled : but what ground there was f)r

that, does not yet appear ; for, though he afterwards came

over, he was very iilent, and feemed in a good underftanding

V with the minifteri''——The laft words of this amazing

piece of hiftory fufficiently explain it. The duke of Argyll a-

greed with that miniftry, with whom the prelate could not agrees

He complained of. the condition in which he found the troops,

which was owing to the avarice of fome low ioUruraents of ttie

old miniftry, and hem^ no comi^aints againft the new, be^

caufe he was feniible they fupplied him, as well as they were

fbk.: but he difieved ftom^ than afterwards, when he faw juft

caufe

I
*,'
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ccffary ferviccs, it was refolvcd, thit the feet (hould cruiza

off TouJm, in order to intercept ihc fupplics which tho

enemy expe^ed from Languedoc^ and their corn-fleet from

the Levant, While he was in this ftatioHj he received

orders from England^ tq return immediately to the coaft

of Cataloniay that he might be ready to carry the king

of Spain to Ginta or where elfe he (hould defire. His

majcfty, by the death of his brother the emperor Jofeph^

being lately become fole heir of all the dominions of the

houfe of Auftria. He was likewife direfted to afford all

the afliftance poffible, to the kmgdom of NapUs^ in cafe

any commotion (hould happen there at thlsjundtura} «nd ac-

cordingly, he repaired to Barcelona^ to confult his majeftyy

and the duke of Argyll^ as to the propereil method of exe-

cuting thefe orders, having firft detached two men of wai;

of the third, one of the fourth| and one of the fifth i^ate,

to cruize on the coaft of Naplts^ with orders to aflift the

fubje^ts of the houfe of Aujiria if any attempts (hould be

made for reducing the garrifons of Orhitelky or Piombint '.

On his arrival therej he found the king not at all in-

clined to quit Catatonia^ till fuch time as he had advice of

his being elected emperor, in which he was promiied all

the affiftance that could be afforded him by the high

allies; ;md on the other hand, he found his majefty equal-

ly unwilling to part with his fleet, (ipon which all his

hopes depended. Sir John Jennings contented himfelf,

therefore^

caofe for it ; and indeed, through his whole life, he was particu-

larly remarkable for keeping up a fpiric woyrhy of his birth,

quality, and worthy of that mod illuftrious title, by which the

treateft patriots ip Scotland had through a loug feries of years

een diilingui(hed.

Burchet, compleat hjftory of Europe, for the 'year 1711,

tnnals of queen Anne, life of queen Anne«
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therefore, with failing from Barahna^ on the i^th 6f

July^ for Ptrt'Mahon^ where he arrived on the i8th, hav-

ing firft of all promifed the king of Sitain to return

ad foon as the fliips were refitted, and he had taken

in a i^roper fupply of provifions, which began to grow

very fcarcej and this promife he exadlly performed

by the twtnty*iixth when we find him again in the road

of Barctlona^ with one fecoiu] j five thirds, and one fourth

rate, befidcs feven Dutch men of war, under the com-

mand of vice admiral Feiterfirty having ten other fliips,

molt of the line, abroad on neceflary fervices. When
thefe had joined him, he took the king of Spain on board

having then a fleet of twenty-four (hips of war, and land-

ed him in ten days time at Genoa ; from whence, the ad-

miral failed to Leghortiy being in great want of cables and

other (lores, in order to procure fuch as the place would

aflbrd; and while he was there, two of our captains

brought in two rich prizes from the Levant, His excel-

lency continued in that port to the 2d of November^ when

he failed for Vade-Bayy and having embarked the forces

that were ready to proceed for Catalonia^ he fent thera

under the prote^lon of five men war, and two fire-fliips

to Barcelona i under the command of captain Swanton^

with whofe fquadron, and three Dutch (hips of war> t^je

admiral failed as far weKlward as cape Rofes ; and was then

to repair to Port-Afahofii where captain Swanton was or-

dered to join him as foon as he had feen the tranfports in

fafety, that the. admiral might be able to make a detach-

nient for , prote^ing the coafts of Portugal'^ as alfo fome

fliips to cruize in the Streights-mouth, for the fecurity of our

trade. When the admiral had made the ifland of Minorca^

the wmd blew exceflively hard from the north-ead, which

obliged him to CQme to an anchor on the north-fide of

the

; I

'in
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the iflandy Where mdft of the (hipe faib bkw away fidni

their y^xit ; but he got* however, the next day into Ptrt*

Mitbtn, On his arrival, he was Informed by the captains

of two Aipa he found there, that they had heard a' great

firing of guns all the night before ; upon Which, he fent

the Chatham and fFtmheffea^ the next morning, to fee

what (hey could difcoVer ; who foon brought an account^

that the Dutch Vice-adniiral, with his (quadroo, was in

Ibe Qffingy together with four (hips of ours '•

These (hips of ours, were the Hampton-Cciirt^ com-

manded by captain MIghellSj the Sitrii/tg-Ca/iUi the Nti*

tingham^ the CharUs GalUyj and the Lynn^ which canie

from the coaft of Catalonia, and in their paflage, had

Meii in with mo French men of war, the thwlmfej and

the trident, each of fifty guns, and four hundred men*

The liatttptori'^Court came up with the firi^ of tbemy and

engaged her two hours, to whofe commander, by the

time the Steflir^-Cajile was within ihulquet-ihot (which

was about teii at night) (he (truck -, but by the advantage

of little windis, the Trident got away with her oam Thb
Jiampt9fhC4urfs ma(ts being much wounded in thd fight,

they, by the violence of the weather, camfr next day aM

by the board, fo that &e was towed into port by the Sttf*

ling-Cafilk, The firft captain of the Tlmhufe, was M.
Grand Prtf and the fecood captain one Rigiy^ an- SHg^

li/ltman, who had formerly bore command ia our fleet

From the former of theai, tlie admiral accepted hftF jiarOle

of honour, for fix months $ hue the latter. Be detaine<^

^khjsugh M. Grand Pre a^red hiM he wasiMrtiuidt»0d ift

t Barchet, Lediard, complfit hifloiy of £uR>$)e fbf ^yidtf
nil. Annals of queen Anne, life ^f queen Anne^ &c*
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Frantic and was become a roman catholick ; but fome

way or other he found means to efcape» and it was be-

]ie?edt he got on board a (hip bound for Gtnoa^ which lay

10 the haibour of AiaboH \ About the fame time, the Rt*

JloratUtt^ a (hip of feventy guns, was loft on the back#

fide of the Matitra^ off Lighern^ but all her c%xn and

men were laved s nor fived it better \^ch a iettee, that

had on board to the value of four thoulaDd crowns, which

ihe was bringing from one of the ports of CtrJUa\
Thb F^i/ub having at prefent no fleet ki the ifiJi'-

SirraMaMf the admiral was at liberty to empby his (taps in

fuch a manner, as might beft anfwer the purpofe of pro-

testing Catafma, and incommoding the enemy ; which h«

accofdingly did, till towards the end of the year, he received

advice, that the Pretuh were bufy at TcuIm^ in fitting out

a confiderable force, which was to put to fea in the ipnng^

•f which, the admiral took all the care he could, to bv

particularly informed, and at laft received a certain ac-

count, ttai this iquadron was to confift of eleven or

twelve ihips, of which, eight were of the line, and three

Off four were frigates i that they were to proceed firft ta

CadiZf

rikaM

^ I have not been abk to recover any further partioilan as to

t^iere captures, though I have taken all the pains I could, to en-

quire alter tbem. This Rigby had mstde htififelf very inhOi&m
be£9re he left England, having been long in Newgace, and having

received fentence for a mod fcandalous aime at the Old Bailey.

Vet he was prefcred in France for his flcill in (he marine, and
night after this misfortuney h : paffed his tkne v»icl» e«k at

leaft, if not reputation ; bar his expences were fo Urge, that, aS

I Have been informed, he brought upon himfelf the juft reward
of a Hfe fo wickedly fpent ; and is, therefore, a fit wartting to

. all fuch renegado's as prefer the increase Of their privafis fortURe^

to the honour or welfare of their country.

* fiurchet, hiltory of Europe for the year I712, neinoirs of
the war in Spain, annals of queen Anne, Sto.

i
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Cadiz, and from thence to the ffyi-Indw, Upon tniij

the admiral, on the iiH of February, hdd a council of

war, in which, Qpon a Arid examination, it was fpund^'

that the (hips under his command, coiild fiot put to fea

till fupplied with provilions frhm Italy ; and therefore, a

frigate was difpatched to vice-admiral Baker^ then at Lif

h»i with this intelligence, that he might ilren^^tjien the

convoy of the itore-fhips and vidluallers, fent from thence,'

jind at the fame time, it was refolved, that as foon as the

Englijb and Dutch {hips arrived from Italy, the admiral

fliould traize between Purt-Mahn and cape ie Gait, not

only for the protection of the convoy, but in order t6 inr

tercept the enemy. This great fupply of provilions, and

naval ftores, arriving fafe at Port-Mahon, and the admiral

having intelligence from all fides, of the great naval pre-,

parations of the enemy, it was determined in a council of

W^fi held on the zith of Manh^ to put to fea with one

fecond, three thirds, two fifth rates, and two fire-fliips of

Gun, and nine (hips of the States-General, and to cruiztf

ten or twelve leagues from cape Toukn, untill more cer-

tain advice of the enemiy Could, hi; had. Gaptaia Walpollt

in the Lion, joining the fleet from Genoa, and informing

them, that he had feen in his pafTage nine tall (hips to the

N. W. of the ifland of Minorca y it was refolved, in a

council of wa^ held on the as3d of March, to proceed to

the fouthward of Majorca, and hica, in order to intercept

the enemy, if it vVasi poflible, between that and cape St.

Martin, in their pafTage down the Streights, Obtaining,

however, no further intelligence, he came to an anchor

on the I ft of Jpril, off the ifland of Formentara, from

whence he fent two clean fhips to look into the bays of

Denea Xabea, and Altea, as alfo into Alicant-Road -, and,

in cafe they brou^t him no advice, it was determined to

fail

ccr.
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jfail immediately to Barcekna, This was accordingly done*

and on his arrival there, and hearing nothing of the French^

he fent a clean frigate to the harbour of Toulcn, to difcover

whjit they were doing there, with a refolution, upon thi>

return of that (hip^ to proceed to Port Mah&riy there to

re-vi£tual, and then to ftand over to the ItaUaH Coaft^ iti

order to bring froth thence a new fupply of troops to CO"

talonia *.

W E are nowto proceed to what wa^ doni; this year iii

the Tpyi'Indies'y where, when we fpoke laft of affairs in

thofe parts, we left commodore Littleton with a Oron^

fquadron under his command. This gentleman was ex-

tr^amly well qualified for this flation. He had all the abi-

lities and cxpeHence that could be wiflied for in a fea offi-

cer, and yet was as ready to aide, and receiVe advice, as if

he bad heither. On his firft arrival in thofe parts, which

was in the mdnth of November^ 17 lo, he took all the care

that was poffible, to obtain proper intelligence of the mo-

tions or the galleonsj which were ftil! at Carthagena; and at

the fame time, he neglected nothing, that the merchants

thought requifite, cither fot the fecuritjrof theil* trade, in

thofe parts, or for the fafe convoy of fuch (hips, as from

time to time were fent home ; fo that during his (lay a.t

Jamaifa^ there were few or no complaints, biit every bo-

dy ftudied to mind hii awti buiineff:, and to difcharge^

when called upon^ h]& duty in the public fervice. The
defire of tailing the galkons^ was vvhat principally occu-

pied the thoughts of the commodore, and zi he was fre-

quently perplexed with ialfe mtelligcnce, he Rationed The

Nififucb and Thi Roebuck^ on the Spanijh ccaft, giving or-

VdL.IVi M deri
'!S-

* Burchet, cbmpleat hiftory of Europe for the year 1712, li^
•f qu«cn Anne, mcoioirs of the war in Spain, '^ c.
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ders to captain Hardy^ who commanded the former, to

difpatch The Roebuck to Jamaica^ with any certain intelU«

gence he could obtain, eicher as to the time, when it was

propofcd the, galleons fliould fail, or the (trength of the

convoy that was to accompany them. Thefe orders were

faithfully executed, though rery little intelligence, except,

that the galleons had as yet no convoy, could for many

months be procured. In Mof 17 ii, the commodore re-

ceived an account from the mailers of fome vefiels from

Madera^ that M. du Cajfe, with a fquadron under his

command, had been feen from that iiiand. Soon after, a

Spanijh iloop was taken, in which was a letter fron\. the

governor of CarthagenOy exprelHng his hopes, that M, du

Cajfe would ihortly arrive with feven fail of ftout (hips, io

order to convoy the galleons. Upon this, the commodore

immediately fent an adVice>boat to recall The Nonfuchy

and, in the mean time, began to prepare for an expedl*

tion, refolving not to lofe this opportunity of attacking the

French fquadron, and having a chance for making prize of

fome of the galleons ^

THE Jerfeyy commanded by captain Vernofty was then

cruizing to the windward of Jamaica^ and having taken a

French (hip belonging to the port of Breft^ which carried

thirty guns, and one hundred and twenty men, he arried her

into Jamaicay on the 23d of May, The captain of this

ireiHsl informed the commodore, that be had been trading

on the coaft of New Spain, from whence, proceeding to

Port Lewis in Hifpaniohy where he put on (hore the mo-

ney he bad taken, and was (ailing from thence to Petit

Cuavai

y Burchet, compleat hiilory of £urope for the yeir 171 1, liiv

of queen Anne, 81c.
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(xUavaSf in order to take in there a cargo for Franee^ wheit

he fell into the hands of captain Vernon^ He added, that

he failed from Port Lewis on the loth^ in company with

M. du Cajfi^ who W2is gone for Carthagin4i zM that his

fquadron confifted of one fhip of feventy-four gtind, ano-

ther of iixty, one of fifty^ one of twenty-four^ and ond

of twenty ; but captain Hardy arriving on the 27 th^ ">flu-

red Mr. Littkiotiy that two (hips of the I^'inch fqiiadron^

one of which was The Obuceftery of fifty guns* formerly

tdken fi'om us, and another of forty-four, arrived at C^?/*-

thagena^ ten days before, and waited for M, dU Caje^

who defigned, as foon as the galleons could be ready^ td

fail with them for the Havahnab^ and from theiice to Ca-

diz* Upon this, captain Vernon was fent over to the coaft

of New Spain i and returning on the 4th of July, reported*

that on the 28th of June^ he had looked into the port of

Carthegena^ where he faw t\^elve (hips, fix rigged, ^nd fix

unrigged, and five floops; the fix (hips thatwere rigged, he in-

formed the commodore, wercTheSt.AHchai^ of feVenty-four

guns J The Hercules oi irxiyi ^/Grj^a of fifty j two fmal!

frigates, and the vice-admiral of the galleon^, which Catried

fixty guns : and that of the (hips that were unrigged, thertf

were two at the upper end of the harbour, preparing for

fba, one Of which he believed to be The Miniori of fifty

guns, and another of forty, the reft to be trading vefTeis '.

Up oil the 15th of July^ the commodore failed with

One third ratCi fotur fourth rates, and a Hoop ', for Car-

yl a ihagenai

"*• Burchet, htftory of Jamaica, annals of queen Anne^ compieat

biftory of Europe for the year 171 1^ Pointer, Src.

" The Commodore hoifted his bvoad pehaht in The De/innce %

«ind the (hips that failed with him, were The Salifburjr, SatilWy-
]Pri2e, Jerfcy, Noitfachi and Jamaica -Sloof. In their pafli^i^e, thd

M ^ Sah/burjr-^

J

m

'c.
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thagina j and arriving on the ccaft of N(w Spain on thtf

26th, he difcovercd five (hips to the leeward, which he

chafed into Boca Chica^ at the entrance of Carthaga-

na harbour. Upon this, he Hood oft' to fca the greateft

part of the night j but ftretching into the fliore next morn-*

ing, chafed, four (hips, and about fix, came up with the

viceadmiraf of the galleons, and a Spanrjh mercliant fhipf

and as M. du Cujfe had taken mod of the money cut of

the galleon, having fome fufpicion of the commanding of-

ficer on board her j fo was this very Carratk the f:imc,

which had efcapcd from mr. Wager^ as hath been before

related ; and coming trom Carthagena^ in company with

fome French fhips of war, it happened {fyt was feparated

from them, and believing our fhips tobe thofe with M, die

Caffi (as her commander faid) lay by the greatelt part of'

the day, and when mr. Littleton came near, hoifted Spa-

nifii colours, and a flag at the foretop mall-head, fo that

between five aud fix at night The Saiifiury^Pn'ze, com-

manded by captain Robert Hariand, engaged her j foon af-

ter which, The Salijbury commanded by captain Francis

Hofter^ did the fame. The commodore being within pif-.

tol-(hOi, was juft going to fire into fier when they (truck

their colours 5 and The Jerfey^ going after one of the mer-

chant-fhipsy took her ; but The Nonfuch chafing the others

Ihc cfcaped in the night. The vice-admiral of the gal-

]eons> being wounded by a fhiall (hot, died foon after. M»
du CaJJe had taken molt of the money put of the galleon^

except what was found in fome boxes which belonged to

private perfons. She had fixty brafs guns mounted, and

three

it'

Salifbury Prize fprung her main -mall, which occafioned fome de-
lay, till it could be fccured, and then they proceeded; captain

Vernon, in The Jerfey, having: been fent, while the reft of Xha

fqiuKwbn lav by, to iooh: into Carthagcna,

'

- *



0/ ^ueen ANNE. f4^
lliree himdred and twenty-fivt men ; and the fhip whicti

f})e Jerfey took. Was a vcffel belonging tp the merchants,

of about fodr hundred tons, and twenty-fix guns, laden

for the moft part with cocoa and wooi. The prifoncrs, by

the defcription giren to them of the (hips which were

feen by the commodore, the day ise came oiF of Cartha-

gena^ aflured him, they were thofe with M, du CaJJe^

and that he had been out of Carthagena but two days, be-

ing (^parated from the Spanijh vice-admiraL, and nine mer-

chant (hips, the day after he came out \ and fince mr. Lit"

tUton was well aflured that he intended to touch at the

Havantidhy it was determined to cruize a little to leeward

of Point Pedro ShoalSy as the moft proper place for inter-

cepting, untill fuch time as further intelligence could be

gained from captain Hook, of Thf Jamaica (loop, who

was lent over to the coaft with fome Spanijh prifoncrs •».

AeoiTT this time, the Frtnch formed a dcfign of attack-

ing the Lftwardlflandi^ and this, with the natural ftrength

of their own colonies j for which purpofe, they aflembled

in the month of May and June^ about two thoufand men.

in Martinko j thefe they embarked on board the following

vefiijls, viz. a large (hip, of thirty-fix guns, a hag boat of

twenty-four puns, two mcrchant-fliips, and nine privateer

(loops. They put to fea on the loth of June, • ''th an

intent to land on the ifland of Antigua ; but they were

fcarce clear of their own ifland, before they met with her

majelly*s (hip The Nnvcajile^ commanded by captain Bouy^^

. M 3 who

^ This account is taken from the commodore'ii irtter, dat«d on
board The J">efiance, in Port- Royal hubour, Augutl 13. 1711.

He fays, in the fan^e letter, that he had but one man killed, and

fix wounded in the engagement ; and though neither lie, nor any
of our hiilorians, infitt much on the value of this capture, vet a

Dutch writer informs us, that the two prizes, with the cfFcds on
board thcu^i were t\ orlh one huikdred ^Loufand pounds.

!*l
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lifho attacked them fo briikly, that, notwithftandiog it wti

^ calm, and they lay in fuch a manner, as that it was im«

pofiible for him to bring his broadfide to bear upon them s

yet, after an adtion of three hours, in which the Friftfh

Iplt fixty-four men, he obliged them to relinqui(h their de«

(ign, and to take the opportunity of tho firft little breezy

that fprung up, to return into one of the ports of their

own i/lands. ynw|lling, however, abfolutely to abandon

their delign, they refitted their vefTels, and beat up for vo-

]untiers, and on the |6th, landed near fifteen hundred men
pn the ifland f ' Mmtferr0t \ they debarked thefe troops a*

|>out tT v;
;; night, and began to plunder the adjacent

country - <^ing informed th^t captain Bourn faile4

from thence tha. . Ty day, and was expe^ed again the

licxt, they embarked in fuch a hurry, that they left fifteen

or twenty of their men behind them, who were made pri-

foners by the inhabitants of the inland, and fo enc'ed this

projeift, throi^gh the courage and condu^ of this worthy

commander. The French, however, did not efcape to-j

tally unchailifcd for this mifchief, for captain UJle^ in her

majefty*s (hip %7e Diamndy having notice of their fitua-

tion, and lufpeding that fomc of their tranfports would

yety foon put to Tea, he kept cruizing, together with fh^

Pauthfry and another of her majefty's (hips» at a fmall

<3i fiance from the coaft, and in a (hort time» took three of

them, befidcs other prizes, fo that the enemy were effcftu-

ally cured of their inclination to make defcents for this

years

To
irfmm "»••¥•

' ^ See captain Bourn*) letter, dated from Carlide-briy, in Bar«

badoes, July i7> i7ll> and two letters from capta^ri Lifle, th^

iirll dated July 22, and the fecond July 30, 1711 ; the former

frpm Anti({us, and the lat^r from S(. Cbriftpphe^'vt in ^ Lon^

don-Oazettc, No. 1^906.

I
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To return now to tommodere Littleten^ who having

(em away the homeward-bound trade in the month of Ju»

gtifii under the convoy of Thi Nonfucb^ returned again to

his cruizing (lation in the latter end of the fame month.

He had not been long at Tea, before the captain of Thi

Medwey^ Prizty whom he had fent to Blewfiilds-Bayj \n

JamaUoy brought him advice, that the mafter of a tra-

ding-veflel had lately made oath before lord Arcbihald Ha'

milto/if then goViemor of Jamaica^ that eighteen Frtmh

men of war, having a laige number of tranfports with

foldiers under their convoy, arrived lately at Martinico^

from whence, it was believed, they would very fpeedily

iail to make an attempt upon Jamaica, This intelligence

induced the commodore to fail inftantly back to the ifland,

where the governor afTured him,.there was r ; a *vord oftruth

in the ftory. This accident, however, hA a < y ill efFedV,

iince, at that very inftant M, du Cajfe ^ :h im fquadron,

got (afe into the Havanna^ which h^ l Ai not pofljbty

have done, if the commodore bad ^pr his ftation. It

may b^ Mieved, thb di(appointment gave him infinite dif-

tuioance, but it did not, however, hinder his cruizing for

fome time off the Havanna^ in hopes of repairing this dif-

after ; in which he did not fucceed. Upon his return to

Jamakai he found thi Thitisj a French man of war,

lately taken, arrived fsom New-England ; and foon after,

captain Ltjlock^ in The Wt/mmth^ from the fame place,

with a fmall privateer, which he had taken on the coafl of

Porto Ric9j in his paflage. There were, at this time, ma-

ny merchant-fhips ready to iail home, with whom, the

commodore fent 77}e Anglefea^ Fowey and Scarborough \

the laft-mentioned (hip had been taken from the French by

the two former, upon the coaft of Guinea^ where, not

lotjOg before, the French had taken her from us. Thus

M 4 ended
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fndcd thp operations of this naril campaign for this year,

in the lyeji- Indies «*
: But, before we leave Amerua^ it is

^leceiTary, that wc ihould enter into a circumftantial ac-

count of that famous expedition againft the Frtnah fettlc-

inents in Canada^ which makes fo great a figure in the

French hiftcries, and on which wc find fo many reflexions

made in our own; the fubjedt, indeed, is both mtricaie

and unplealani, but withal, it is extreamly neceflary to

let it in a clear light ; fmce, notwithftanding its mifcarri-

age, through a concurrence of unforefeen, as well as un-

iucky accidents, it was certainly one of the beft intended,

and very far from being one of the worft contrived defigns

that was fet on foot during this war; and therefore, we

hope, the reader will not think an impartial relation of the

whole nffair unworthy of his attention.

T H E difturb^nce given us by the Frentb in North-Ami-

i(kai and the apprehenfions our colonies were under, from

the itrength of their fectlements in Canada^ have been fo

pften mentic^ned, that I think I need not infift upon them

here : I (hall content myfelf, therefore, with obferving,

that the earl of Godelphin had often cxprefied a dedre of at-

tempting foihething of confequence in this part of the

"world, that might exalt our own character, and humble

the haughtinefs of the en«my. Sir Hwenden Walker in-

forms us, that he was coniiilted by that great minifter, in

reference to this defign ; yet I very much doubt, whether

the whole of it was then coraimunicated to him, fince it is

very certain, that neither he, nor general HiUy were to

have t^en employed in the expedition, as it was then in-

tended;

tcndJ

flce'tj

Mat

ibmt

cert<

and

caul

(«

<» Burchet, hiftory of Jamaica, compleat hiflory of Europe for»

^ year 171 1. Annals of queen Aq1(0> j!;c.
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fended -, but lir Thmas Hard^ was to have commanded the

ded'r, and the land-forcei were to have been under general

Maccartney. It has been remarked by bifhop Burrnt, and

fome other writers, that the whole of this defign was con-

certed without any application to, or confent of parliament

;

and this, that prelate fays, was the more inexcufable, be-

caufe it was contrived and carried into execution, at a time

when the parliament was fitting •. The Force of th'; ob-

jeftion, I muft confefs, I do not fee j for I' cyptdliions of

fuch a nature, with all the eftimates of expencci neceflary

for rendering them effectual, where to be laid before the

parliament, before they could be undertaken, I think iC

muft ht obvious to t\!cxy intelligent reader, that ;his would

afford fuch an opportunity of oppofing defigns of this na-

ture at home, and making Ml the world acquainted with

them abroad, that it would be afterwards feldom advifeable

to execute them. B'U there is another remark made by

ixir. Bunhit^ which appears to have a better foundation.

He

I ,1'

m

• The bifljop's account runs thus :
" an expedition wa« defign*

*' ed by fca, for taking Que-bec and Placenta, and for that end,
*' five thuuland men were brought from Inlanders. Hill, who
*' was brother to 'the favourit^^,Hliad the command. There wns
** a ftrong fquadron of men of war ordered to fecure the tranffort
** fleet ; they were furnifted from hence with provifion*, only for

** three months ; btit they defi^ned to take in a fecond I'upply at

** New -England. A commHfioner of the vi^ualling then told
*' me, he could not guefs what made them to be fcnt out fb ill

'" furnifhed, for they had (lores iying on their hands fur a full

•* fupply**—Mr. Oldmixon, writes with iefs refentment ; he at-

tributes this projeft orieinaily to governor Nirholfon, and I be-

lieve with truth ; he' lays, the four Indian Chiefs, who were

brought over hither, arid prefented to the queen, fellicited iC

ilrongly ; and in fine, that it had been certainly a very good prd-

te£l, if it had fallen into good hands. But, he infinuates, that if

^as made a job ; the contrary of which, | think, will appear by
the citation in the next note.
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He fays, that this defign was induilriouily concetled from

the lords of the admiralty, as long u it was poffible, and

that at laft, they were trufted only with the executive part,

and not at all with the diredtion ; for otherwife, he thinks

it muft have been impoflible that fuch largp fhips ihould

hive been orc^red for an expedition into the river of 8u

jLawrifUif which was well known to their lordihips, to be

fo hazardous a navigation, and for which, therefore, ihipa

of fuch a burthen, were altogether unfit '. This remark*

I

m
1

' How fur the following account of this matter, taken from
Icitrr of mr. fccr^ury St. John's, to fir Hovenden Walker, dated

April 17, 171 1, will obviate even this objedlon» I muft leave to

the reader ; with this obfervation, however, that if the fcoti-

intnts contained in it were not fincere, the writer muft have been

the greateft diflembler in the world. ** The Humber and De-
** vonfliire, will proceed with you, of thofe which are ordered to
*' croize in the Soundings, it will not* I doubt, be pofllble -for

** yoo to be joined by any. The lords of the admiralty, you
** find, look on theie additk>nal (hips, as given you for the expe-
" dition, ami it is fit they (houU do fo ; but when you are got
" far enough into the fea, you are to fend back two of the ten

" iail. and if you find any of the eight firft, appointed to com-
" pofe your (quadron, not fit for the voyage, as The Torbay is

reported not to be, you may, in fuch cafe, fend home the uip
which is unfit, uking which yoo fliall like beft of the two ad-

ditional (hips in lieu of her. The meflenger who brings this

pacqu^, is ordered to (lay till difpatched nack again by mr.
** Hill and yourfelf. I inuft tell you, that I find her majefty ex^

treamjy impatient to bear you are failed, and concerned leaft

you (hould lofe the advantage of this eaflerly wind. I hope,

therefore, by the return of the meflenger, you will inform me
exactly when you (hall be ready to proceed. I have nothing

more to add, but to recommend all i)o(fible expedition to you,

upon which, morally and probably (peaking, your fucoefs en-'

tirely depends. That you may have a profperoos voyag/e, and

be, together with mr. Hill, the inftruments of doing (o much
honour, and bringing fo much advantage to yoir cpuntry, aa

are propofed by the attempt you are ordered to make, is the

hearty prayers of, ,

4<

•«

«

«

«
<«

«
ft

««

«* SIR, Your, &c.
t«
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I fax, has greater wtlglit with me» becaufe, it plaioly

proves* that how right foever the intention of a miniftry

may br . in endeavouring to preferve an abfolute fecrecy as

to deiigns of this fort 1 yet» in cafe of any mifcarriage,

their condu^ will be always liable to great imputations,

where they avoid communicating their councils to fuch

branches of the adminiftration» as feem to have a right to

regulate and diredt them.

In refpedt to this defign upon ^uibee^ it ferms to have

been principally under the direction of the lord vifcount Bo^

lingbroki^ then mr. feaetary St, Jobn^ by whofe interefl,

I fuppoic, fir Hovitidin Walktr^ rear*admiral of the white,

was appointed to command in chief, and general /////,

who was brother to lady Majbam^ was appointed con^

mander of about five thoufand land-forces, that were to bo

employed in this defign. As it was the firft, and indeed

the only great undertaking of the new miniftry, I cannot

believe, but that they were in earneft, and really in hopes

of raifing their reputation, by giving an extraordinary blow

to the Frtmh power in thofe parts ; which I conceive mud
evidently appear, if we confider the great force employed

for this purpofe, and which will be beft made known to

the reader, by giving him fir HtMndtn U^aHer*s line of

battle, as we find it in the appendix to his own account.

Ships.
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tranfporting the c44 garrilbn, with ftores back to Ntw £ng--

land. He was, when at Bajl^ny to take under his care,.

all tranfpoit veflels» ketches, hoys« ^oat3, and other no-*

cefTaries provided in New England -, and as foon ^s the

forces frojn hencc^, and tho& raifed t^ere, fliould be on

boards he was to faii with them all into the river of St.

LawrenceJ up to ^uibec^ in order to, attack that place

;

and being arrived, to make a proper difpofition of the

ihips for that purpqie^ as well of ^fuch as might be fit to

employ before the town, as others, upon confulting with

the general, to pafs that place, and proceed up the river:

towards the lake, not only to prevent any communication

with ^ebecy but to protedt the canoes, and boats, with

the forces from New Tork; to which end^ he was cm*

powered to convert fome of the fraall veiTels fent from

hence, or New England^ into frigates, fuitable to the na-

vigation of the upper purt of the river^ and to man and

arm thenl accordingly. At Ntw Englandi or elfewhere,

he was to ailift the general with veiTels and boats proper-

for lading the forces, and embarking them again, but

more efpcciaUy upon hi? arrival at ^ebee^ or for tranfport-

ing them from place to place. He was alfo ordered, to

fend to the general fuch marine foldiers, as (hould be on

board the fquadron, when he Ihould demand the fame, *

wl\icH he was to have the chief command of while em-
'

ployed on fliore j befides which, he was to aflifl him with
"

fticd a number of feamen, gunners, guns, ammunition,

and other (lores, from the (hips as he fl^ouId demand foif

the land fervice, which feamen were to aflift in drawing

and mounting the cannon, or otherwife as (hould be found

r.ecelTary. He was ftridly required to lofe no time in

proceeding to New England^ and from thence, to the ri-

ver of Stt Letwrena-^ nor in putting in execution the fer-

; '« vice
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act of ^ibic : but that on his part» all expedition (koiiU

be ufed in the redudtion of the place, and of the countrjf

of Canada^ or New France^ and in the feafonable return

of the fquadron and tranfports ^
Hb was further Inilrudted ; which fliews, that this de-

fign had been thoroughly conlideted, in cafe of fuccefs» to

leave fuch a naral force as he thought propef in the river

of St. Lawrence^ and to make ufe of any of the enemy's

ihips that might be taken, to bring into Europe fuch go-

vernors, regular troops, religious perfons, or others, whom
the general, by his inftrudtions was directed to fend away

from Canada^ with whatever neceflaries for their tranfpor-

tation he (hould think requiiite. Thefe fervlces being

tak«n care of, he was to take or board the genefal, if he

fliould think fit to return, and fuch of the forced as fhould

not be found neceiTary to leave in Canada ; and if the fea*

fon of the year would permit, he was to proceed to attack

Placentia^ in Newfoundland^ in fuch a manner as general

Hill (hould dire£t ; and this fervice being over, he Was td

order fuch (hips of war as did not properly belong to his

fquadron, to their feveral flations, directing the mailers of

the tranfports, which he (hould have no further occafion

for, to go and feek freight, either upon the continent of

America^ or in the iilands, in order to eafe the public of

the charge of ihem, and for the benefit of the Briti/b com**

merce K

On

^ See the inftrudiont at lai^e, in the \ iremcBtioned Ap-
pendix, p. 166.

' fieftdei thefe inftruftions, the tdmiral wai furniOied with
copies of thofc fent to the refpeftive goyrrnori of Maffachufett-
Bay, and New Hamplhire j the additional inllruftioni (ent to th»
governor of New York, •<> w«ll at theft co frain;i« Nicholfoif,

tf<Ii
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On the 29th of Aprily 17 11, fir Hwendm ifaUir (ail-

ed with the men of war and tranfports under hb com-

mand i but coming 0? the Starf the ill of Afay^ a wetter-

\y wind obliged him to put into Plymouth ^ ^ from whence^

he

cfq; and the governors of ConneAicut» Rhode-Ifland, Pioridenoe.

and t'enfilvania, that he might be convinced, the admiaiftntioa

had taken all the care in their power, that he might not fail for

want of proper affiftanoe, or be in any doubt as to what was, or

was not in the power, of fuch perfons, as he in the couHe of

his expedition might luive occafion to apply to ; which« without

doubt was very ufefal, and highly proper in his circumftances.
i' As I have all along endeavoured to treat every fabjeft that

fell in my way as impartially as poflible, fo I think it my duty

to give the reader here a k'.ter from lord Bolingbroke to the ad-

miral, which I tl '; evidently proves, that B;iiniiler had this de-

fign as much at hearCi as any man in his ftation could have.

*t
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SIR,

" The wind beine Gone aboot to the foutb, I take it for

granted, that this letter will find you at Plymouth, or at Tor-
bay, the ufual bane of our maritime expeditions. You muft
allow me to tell you, that the queen is very unesTy at the un-

accountable lofs of time in your fiay at rorf'* outh ; and, if

the Devonfliire could not be refitted fooner. 'oj ought rather

to have left her behind, than delay your ^ .<ig. If the tran-

fports were the occafion ot this misrortra^, the commiflkMiers,

or mailers of them are to blame, and ''

.'id be complained of.

I take it for granted, if you continue any time wind-bound,
that you will be ftopt for good and all ; that the whole ex-

pence and trouble will be thrown away ; and that we fltall make
as little of our fleet this year, as we have done in former fnm>
mers. In ca(e providence will carry us forward in fpight of
our teeth ; I hope the Ia(l delay will be a warning to you, and
that you will improve to-day, inflead of depending upon to-

morrow. If any thing is to be ordered, or done here, let me
know by exprefs, and there (hall be as much expedition ufed,

as I with there h?d been at Portfmouth. I have fent to Cole-

by, to go wherever you are driven back, that this part of the
fervice may have the due care taken of it.

«i

** Whitehall,

May 2, 1711^

« I am S I Ri &€.'•

m
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lie failed igiin in two day's time, and continued his voyage

very happily towards New Englandy where he arrived on

the 24th of^yune, without any other accident, than thai

of two of his captains difcbeying his orders, viz. captain

'Soans of tile Edgar^ and captain Butler in the Dunkirk ;

they had both chafed without fignal, and left the fleet,

tiotwithlianding the ilrid injundion of the .\dmiral, fround-

ed on his indru^lons to the contrary. As Captain iioam

had joined the fleet again the next day, he was only mulft'd

three months payi but captain Butkr, having never been

fcen by the fleet, till their arrival at Nantajhet near B^Jlon's

was difcharged and difmiflcd from his command '. The

admiral was far from meeting in New Englandy with that

hearty zeal fot the ferVice which he expedled, Tor being

obliged to take up a great quantity of proviiions for the

fervice of the fleet and tranfportSj he found the utmoft

diffk'ulty therein, as appears very clearly frorti the authen-

tic papers infertedj or annexed by way of apr eiidix to

his account* From thefe it appears, that, the pcrfon who

was depended upon for that fervice, not only refuied it^

but endeavoured to ferve his private intereft, ss: the ex-

Jjence of the public, by buying up great quantities on his

own account, in order to vend them again to whoever

(hould utidertake to fupf' ' the fleet j fo that by the flow-

nefs of the cc'vmy, ai 1 tf; avarice of this particular pcr-

fon, the whole expedition was ruined^ The admiral and

general did all that was in tbiir powef, by memorials and

' The feDtences of thefe court marfliais are in the appendix to

fir Hovenden Walker's account ; where in that of capt. ThonwS
Butler it is faid, that he feparated from the fleet on the 28th of

May, in order to chafe a fmall ftiip which he took, and applied

the produce for his own private advantage, by which be Sft^i

guilty of fi pofuive breach both of orders and difcipline.
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^jllicitations, to remedy this inconvenience ; but to little>

or no purpofe, fince the inhabitants were extreamly fen-

fible of their own intercft, and deaf to every thing circ.

General Nicholfon came to Boflon^ and gave all the afli-

ftance that was in his power, and io did fome other pub--

iic-fpiriied perfons, without which, it had befcn impoflible

for the fleet and forces to have proceeded at all ; and ad

it was, they found it impradlicable to Ifeave Bdflon before

the 30ih of Jufyy when with a few pilots on board, who
))rofefled their own ignorance, and went againft their will>

fir Hcvenden Pl^alker failed for Quebec ".

On the i/^-th of Juguft he reached the Bird-Ijhnds^

which lie about two hundred and 6fty leagues from cape

://««*, and having fent the Chejitr, Leopard and Saphire^

to cruize between- Placentia and cape B;«ton^ on an ifland

oppofite to Newfoundland^ expedling their joining him in

his paiTage to ^ebec^ the former of which (hips had taken,

and fent into B»/ion before he failed thence, a (hip of

about one hundred and twenty tons, and ten guns ; that

had feventy men on board, whereof thirty were foldiers

for the garrifon of ^ebec. The Leowjloff', Feverfljam^

Enterprize and Tritru*s Prize, all fmall frigates which

were ftationed at AVtc; Tori and Virginfaj he ordered to

join him off of cape Breton, being empowered by hv**

majefty*s orders fo to do, if he (hould find it necelTairy i

and this be the rather did, becaufe of the ufe they migh".

be to him in his proceeding up the river > ^ebec^ which

navigation mod of the people with whom he had fpoken,

reprefented to be very dangerous ; and therefore he rigluly

Vol, II. N judged

,i.i:

111

i')';^'^

-"•l-

^ See fir Hcvinden WilkcrV account. Burchet, cowp-eat hi-

', ftory •f Europe for (he year ijti. Annai^ of qoecti A.^ix, 9t^

*i ^^/"":"
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judged the Hianber and Devon/hire^ which mounted Zo
guns each, too big to be ventured thither, for which rea-

fon, he fent them home, and fhifted his flag on board

the Edgar, a {hip of 70 guns, general Hill removing in-

to the Windpr^ which carried ten lefs; bat fince, he had

information that a fhJp of 60 guns, and another of 30,

were expetfled from France very fuddenly, he ordered the

aforefaid (hips, Humber and Devon/hire, to cruize on the

opening of the bay of St. Lawrence, unfil the laft of ^u-

gu/lf and then to purfue their voyage home. He had very

fair weather until he got into the bay, when it be-

came changeable ; fometimes thick and foggy, and other

while calm and little winds, and the navigation appeared

to be intricate tnd hazardous. The i8th of jfuguji, when

lie was off of Gajp^ bay, near the entrance of the river

Canada, it blew frcfli at N. W. and for fear the tranfporis

fbould be feparated, and blown to leeward, he anchored

in the bay, where faying for an opportunity to proceed up

the river, he burnt a French (hip that was fiihing, not be-

ing abl/; to bring her ol" ".

On the 20th of Augufi, the wind veering wefterly,

tl^c admiral had hopes of gaining a paflage, but the next

day in the affernoon, it proved foggy, and continued fo all

njghs and the day following, with very little wind till

towards evening, when there was an extream thick fog, and

it began to blow hard at E. and E. S. E, which render-

ing it impoflible to ftecr any courfe with fafety, having

;r>either light of lands nor foundings, or anchorage. He

5} Jr: advice of the pilots then on board him, both £«-

glijb a^d Frenchy who were the beft in the iicct, made

the

»» Sir Hovemfen's account, p. 121.
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the fignal for the (hips to bring to with their heads fouth*

ward, at which time it was about eight at night, believing

that in that pofture, they (hould not come near the north

(hore, but rather have driven with the Aream in the mid

. channel ; but on the contrary, as they lay with their

heads fouthward, and the winds eallerly, in two hours

time he found him (elf on the north (bore among the rocks

ahd iflands, at leail, fifteen leagues farther than the log-

line gave, where the whole fleet had like to have been

lod } the men efcaping the danger with the utmoft difii-

culty, but eight iranfport-fliips were caft away, and al-

molt nine hundred officers^ foldiers and feamen pcriOied **»

The French pilot (who, as it was faid, had been forty

Voyages in this river, and eighteen of them in command)

informed him, that when it happens to be fo foggy as to

,^event the fight of the l?nd, it is iitipofSble to judge of

the currents, or to fteer by any courfc ; for that he him-

felf had loft two fhipsj and been another time caft away

upon the north (hore, when he judged himfelf near the

fouth \ infomuchj that it was extieam difficult to procure

N 2 men

o The admiral hat publilhfd the following account of the Ihips

and men that were loit by this unlui ky accident.

Ships N.in)Cs.

'J>anfports.

Ifabella Anne Kuherine,

Smtpna Merchant

Samuel and Anne
Natnaniel and Elizabeth

Marlborough
Chatham
Colcheiler

4*onteQtt Vidlu filer

Men Men „ •_. .

lolt. faved.
Regiment.

192 7 or 8 Colonel Wendieflc,

200 30 Kaine,

142 7 or 8 Lieut. G^n. SeymOur,
10 188 6itto,

130 30 Colonel Cl^ytQn,

60 Ht^*"""
—— Wiidrefle^

1 56 iSo Lieut. Gen. SeMii.>ur,

>5

884- 499
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Jtren in France^ to proceed on fo dangerous a navigation,

JTincc almofl every year they fuffered (hipwreck »*.

Sir Hovenden JValker plied two days after this with

frc(h gales at W. and S. in order to favc what men aui

ilores he could, and on the 25th of Jugu/i^ by the ad-

, vice and confent.of the general, he called a council of

war, confiding of all the fea-officcrs, wherein great de-

bates arofe, mod of the captains being rather inclined to

cenfure the admiral's condudt, in not calling a council of

w?» before he left Bo/lotty than to give him any reafon to

grow fond of councils of war, by the advice tlicy gave

him in this. Sir Hovenden told them plainly, that if he

had a6led amifs in what they mentioned, he was to an-

fwer for it in another place, and that the nature of the

iervice, and the circumftances they were in, required

them to confine their deliberations^ to another matter ; and

therefore) in order to cut ihort thefe unneccflary debates,

he would propofe the fingle queftion, proper for their

prefent confideration j which was, whether they thought

it prafticable to get up to ^ebec or not ? upon which

they came unanimoufly to the following refolution, (viz*)

*< That, by reafon of the ignorance of the pilots, it was

•« wholly imprafticable to go up the river of St. Lawrence^

** with the men of war and tranfports, as for as ^ebte ;

*

'* as alfo the uncertainty and rapidity of the currents, as

P Sir Hovenden himfelf, gives. Mr, Burchct this account, in a

letter, fent him exprefs by captain Cook, of the Leopard, dated

from on board the Edgar in SpanKh River bay, Sept. 12. 171 1.

And indeed, all the French writers who pretend to give u» a dc-

fcription of Canada, and tke riVer of St. Lawrence, con/irm it ;

fo that, without <}uellion, the truth of this rr{)ort may be relied

un.
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<* by fatal experience was found *>*'. Upon this, the 5a-

phirt was Tent to Bo/ion, with an account of the misfor-

tune, and the Montague to find out the Humber and /)/-

vonjhirty and to (lop all (hips bound up to S^uebec \ and

the Lsopard being left with Ibme floops and brigantincj,

to take any men from the (bore that might be faved, ar^

to endeavour to wqigh fome anchors left behind, he pro-

ceeded to Spanijb River, in the ifland of Breton^ th^ rcfl-

dezvous he had appointed, there to be perfectly informed

of the (late of the army and fleet, and to fettle matters for

their further proceedings -, but all the (hips did not join till

the 7 th of September \

The admiral being v<?ry fenfible of the rcproacbea

that would behead upon him, if, after failing in his at-

tempt on ^/dec, he (houla return home without fo

much as attempting Plaeentia, communicated his thoughts

upon this fubjef^, very freely to the general, and fome

lind-officers, intimating, at the fame time,, fome doubt,

whether his inHrudlions would warrant fuch a condu^l,

without receiving frefli orders from England, General

Hill agteed with him in the main, that it was a great mis-

fortune to the nation, and very unlucky for themfelves,

that hitherto they had met with fo little fuccefs in this

expedition i but was quite of a different opinion, as to

N 3 the

'^ Tliis refolution was not taken upon any hafty rpfentment of
the late accident; but after mature deliberation, and very flrifl

examination of every pilot on board, who all of them agreed in

confelfing their ignorance ; and even colonel Vetch, who declared

himfelf the beft pilot for that river, now defired to be excufed

from meddling with fea- affairs, and laid, he could not take charge

fo much as of a finele (hip.

» See fir Hovcndcn Walker's account, p. 134 Burchet, con^*

pletc hiflory of Burop? for the year \'i\, life of queen Anne,

m
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«hc return of the fleet and forces to England^ which he

judged to be abfolutely in the admiral's power ; however,

he advifed him to call a fecond council of war, and to be

determined by the opinion of the fea and land'Ofhccrs, to

vhich the admiral readily agreed ; and accordingly he made

« fignal for a general council of war of fea and land-

ofl5cer9, on Saturday the 8th of Sepamber, in Spani/h-

River Road \ and in this council, it was unanimoufly de*

termined, that any attempt upon Piactntia^ confidcring

the latenefs of the feafon, and their circumflances, was

Utterly impra^icable •. The admiral had now nothing

more

5*1

' Ai tbis refolutlon abfolutelv decided the whole bufinrii ; as it

contains the reafons upon which tlic officers concerned, proceeded ;

and as it fully proves the innocence of the admiral, and the gene-

ral, in this affair, the whole of which it fets in a full and clear

light ; I think it neceflary to tranfcribe it, and them, with the

names of the officers prefent at this council.

The twenty-firft article of her majcfty's inllru£lions to the ge- i

neral, for attacking Placentia in Newfoundland, in his return from

Canada, together with the tenth article of the admiraPs inflruAi-

ons, to the fame purpofe, being fevrrally read to the council of

war } as alfo, a letter from colonel Dudley, governor of Ntw>
England, to the admiral, touching the latenefs of the prcpar^-

tion of provifions, now making in that colony for the fupply of

the troppi, if they had wintered at Quebec ; all which beire ma-
turely coniidered, and debated, the qurAion was put as follows,

vix. The ftatc of provifions for the (hips of war, and land-/orces,

beirg coofidered, which provifions not amounting to above ten

weeks, at fhort allowance, computing it from the 12th of this
*

inftant, September, as appears by the agent vifluallers figned ac^

couni thereof, and allowing it to be all good, and to hold but to

that time, the faid izth of September, being the fooneft we can

fail from thence; and there being no hopes of any fiy>ply from
New-England, before the beginning of November next, at foon-

eft, as appears by the advice received in the aforefaid letter from
the governor of New England, and the opinion of two of the

members of the council o? war, who knew that country, toge-

ther with the uncertainty of any proViilons coining to us at New-
foundland.
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more to do, than to provide the beft he could for his lafc

return home, and for the cue diftribution of (hips and

forces to their rcfpc^ive llations and garrifons throughout

North Amirica^ which he feems to have performed with

all the care and diligence imaginable i and it appears, that

in the whole courle of his command, he prcfei ved a per-

fect underftanding with the land officers, and gave all the

afliftancc that was either dtfircd, or could be expelled,

to the feveral governors of our Ictllemcnis in that part of

the world. In hfs voyage home, he met with no acci-

dents, that either retarded his pali'age, or added to the

misfortunes he had already met with \ but arrived fafely at

St. Helens f on the gih of Otlobcr 17 11, with the fleet

and tranfports under his command. On the 13th, the

foldiers having ail had their quarters alTigned'them, and

the tranfpoits being dire«5led to the feveral ports, where

the regiments were to embark, the admiral, having had

N 4- leave

foimdlnnd, hy n'ifon the feafon of the year is fo far advanced,

wh'ch tnalces cue n)ivi)|;it)un pf chac coait fo dangerous : the

council of war is una'umonfly of opinion, that the Httempt for

reducing; Placcntia, under tl»e circunjllartccs and difficulties alwre-

inent!Oit«d, it- nt ttiiti tin^e altogether impra^icdhle, and that it

IS for her rr.»jflty% ii*rv:ce, that the fquadron a«iJ tranfports with

the Briri(h troops, rv forthwith return to Cirejt Britain, and the

forces raiied in New-Enj^land (o that colony.

Hovenden Walker,

Jofeph Soanes,

John Mitchdl,

K% Arris,

G. Walton,
^

Henry Gore,

G. Paddon,

John Winder.

John Cockburn,

James Cugk,

J Hill.

Ch irles Cliurchill,

W illiatn Wjudreiil*,

M. Kcropcnfclt,

Jafj^nrr Clayton,

F K..rk,

H Difney,

Kichan) Kane,

Samiiel Vetch,

bh4« Walton,

i
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leave for that purpofe, fet out for London, On the 15 th^

the admiral's (hip, in which he had hoifted his flag, thq

Edgafy a third rate, of 70 guns, blew up at Spithead^ by

which, feveral hundred fcamen were loft, with all fir

Hovenden JValker^s furniture, (lores, and public papers,

books, draughts, journals, charts, fs^c. with all the offi-

cers original demands, fupplies, and receipts j which was

certainly a very great misfortune to him, and fuch a one,

as did by no means deferve to be heightened by any

groundlefs or malicious refledlions j which, however, were

not fpared upon that melancholy occafion. That very

evening, fir Hovenden waited upon fecretary St. yohn^

who exprefled an extraordinary concern, on the mifcar-

riage of the expedition. On the 19th, the admiral waa

introduced to the queen at JVindfory by the duke of Shreuu-

fiury ; when her m^efty received him very kindly, gave

him her hand to kifs» and told him, (he was glad to fee

|iim *•

T ^ E reflcftiona ma'de by Mr. fecretary Bunbet, upon

this expedition, are fo extraordinary, and fo out of his

ufual way of writing, that I cannot help laying them be-

fore the reader with a few remarks. ** Thus ended, fays

^* he, an expedition fo chargeable to the nation, and

*' from which no advantage could rcafonably be expedl-

** ed, conlidering how unadvifedly it was fet on foot, by

*' thofc who nurfed it upon falfc fuggeftions and reprefen-

<' tations, Befides, it occafioned our drawing from our army

*' in FlanderSy under the command of hi? grace the duke

1' of Marlborough^ at leaft^ Cu^ thoufand men i where, iu"

ftead

r '

« See fir Hovenden Walker^s account, p. 155, 156. Burchet's

Naval Hiftory, p. 751. Pointer's chronqlogical hiftory, vol.ii. j^

#85 .• ,::;.• '^
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^^ ilead of beating up and down at fea, they might, un-

^' der his aufpicious condudl, have done their country

" fervice. Nay, there may be added to the misfortunes

" abroad, an unlucky accident which happened even at

*' their return on our own coaft ; for a (hip of the fqua-

* dron called the Edgar of 70 guns, had not been many
<*> diiys at an anchor at Spitheady ere (by what caufe is

" unknown) (he blew up, and all the men which were

" on board her perifhed*' ". /;.^ .^ . ..

The firft part of this obfervation is taken from fir

Hovenden JValker^i letter; but whereas he fays plainly,

that as the fcheme was contrived by the people of New
England, fo it was ruined through their ill conduct ; yet

as it ftands with Mr. Bui bet, it looks rather like a reflec-

tion on the adminiftration. The defign itfelf was un-

doubtedly good ; it was thought of before j it was at-

tempted foon after the revolution. All thinking men in

North America, faw not only the expediency, but the ne-

ceflity of it, and that in fad, the thing ftood thus j we
muft cither ufe our fuperio/ity for the deftrudlion of the

French, or expedl deftrudion from them, when through

our negledl, aind their own diligence they become fupcrior

r^

" See bis Naval Hillory, p. 7S1. What ft ems t« have drawa
fo much refentment upon this genilsman, was, his being confider-

ed as a favourite of this adminiliration. At the change of the

ininifiry, he was fuperintendant at Plymouth, and w^s promoted

to the vacant flag in the month of March, 171 1» a^i he tells us

himfelf, out of regard to feniority. In the month of April, he

was knighted, and appointed commander in chief of this expedi-

tion, in. which his condufl appeared fo little blameable to her ma>
jeAy, and* her council, that, as we fhall fee liereafter, he was
again appointed commander in chief in the Weft* Indies, In

order to relieve commodore Littleton, and difcharged his truft

then with great reputatioa.

1
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to us. It was, therefore, no obje^ion at all, either to the

adminiftration, or to admiral IValker, that their thoughts

were fo much bent on a matter of fo high confequence to

the commerce and navigation of Gnat-Britain ; efpecialiy

at fuch a juncture, when, if we had fuccceded in our de-

fign, the pofleffion of Canada mull have been yielded to

us by a peace. The ihort vi<5lualling of the fleet, which

fome have interpreted as a proof, that the minillry were

not in earned, was in fadl, an evidence of the contrary ;

for, if they had intended to make a (hew only, they

would moft certainly have vi(Slualled the fleet for the

whole voyage. But then, this would have difcovered

the deflgn, long before they failed ; and it is mofl certain,

that by following the contrary method, the fecret was

very well kept. In the next place, it is no lefs certain,

that fir Hovenden arrived in Boflcn in very good time j and

if the people of New-England^ inftead of that backward*

ncfs' which they exprefled, and which, as appears from

fome intercepted letters, was in part occafioned by the

intreagues of fome French agents among them ; I fay, if,

inilead of this backwardnefs, they had (hewn that zeal,

that from their duty to their mother-country, their own

Ivarm profeflions, and the intereft they had in the exe-

cution of thisdefign, might well have been expe(^ed, tho

fchcme could not have failed. So that upon the whole,

there is not the leaft ground for faying that the land

troops were worfc employed under the command of gene*

ral Hill, than they would have been in Flanders, under

the duke of Marlborough .* I fay, there is no ground fof

, affirming this, unlcfs it can be fuppofed, that the Dutch

barrier is aftually and bona fide, of greater confequence to

this nation, than our own colonies and commercei and I

mufl
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mull for my own part confcfs, that I can never be much

prepoflcfled in favour of a writer of naval hijiory^ who

would infinuate fuch things to his reader. Yet all he

fays of this fort, is a very trifle, when compared with

that mod injurious fuggeftion, as lo the blowing up of the

Edgar ^, which was the higheft misfortune to the admi-

ral, and therefore it is barbarous in the laft degree, to

impute it to him as a difgrace \ nay, the very turn given

to it, is as filly, as it is malit ious ; for if the lofs of the

Edgar had been a thing contrived, it might in all proba-

bility have been difcovered j whereas, being purely acci-

dental, and all the men in her being blown up, it was

fimply impoflible the caufe of this accident (hould ever

be known. Another party-writer has treated this expedi-

tion as feverely, but with more wit, fpirit and decency,

than the fecretary ; and to (hew my impartiality, I have

inferted his reflections at the bottom of the page ''. Happy
' '

-'
'

'

, .would

^ The blowing up of the Edgar, on the 15th of O-^oher, was

certainly a very dreadful accident ; fince, bflides t>cr crew, therr

were forty or fifty people from Portfnouth a«id Gofport, whn
went to fee their frier Js. The coinmilficn- officers hm the gO(t«<

fortune to be on (bore. VVh;jt made it Itill the worfe was, ihnt

our feanien had a notion of its being very ominous, becaufc it

was the oldeft (hip in the navy ; and fome went fo far as to affirm,

that it was ad^ually the Ihip in which king Edgar failed, fomt:

pact of the old vtfTef being conlhntly preferved every time that

fhe had been rebuilt, fo that thcfe were all ingredie its towards

magnifying the difaflers of the Canada expedition ; and I much
wonder that this tradition did not find a place in Mr. BuRhet's

hiftory.

* The author referred to in the text, was then a reverend di-

vine, and afterwards a right revd. prelate of our church, who,
in a treatife, intitled, the allies and the late miniflry defended

againft France, p. 58. writes thus, " It was plain, by the ac-

,*,' coQnt given of the expedition, that it was not meerly j^t\ accK
•* dent,

f'S Ml* .
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would it be for us, if lefs of party, and more of public

fpirit, appeared in >ur hiftorians; if the defign of every

expedition was impartially reprefented, and juftice done

to fuch commander!, ^s did their beft to ferve the nation,

and were difappointed by accidents, that ihey could not

cither forefce, 01 avoid.

We are now to return home, and to confider what

palled in parliament, and elfe where, relating to the ful>-

jedt of this work ; and in the firft place, we are to ob-

fcrve, that as the parliament fat very late in the fummcr,

fo great pains were taken to difcover as many overfights

in the condudt ;>f the late miniftry, and that in as many

branches of the public bulinefs, as it was pofTibie. A-

xnongft ihcfe^ the commons, on the 4th of June^ 171^1

thought fit to introduce the affairs of the -fleet in tbt fol-

lowing terms. " With regard to the debt of the navy,

*• we find that or.e great difcouragement and burden,

** which that part of the fervice has lain under, has been

from

^P" »•*

" dent, or any treachery, that was the caufc of the nrjifcnr-

*• riage ; but a complication of many di^iculties. For firft, con-
•* tinues he, we are told, that the river St. Lawrence is navi-

•• gable only at one time of the year. We let that flip ; but
•' if we had nick*d the time, we could not have failed up that

" river, without ytry able pilots. We had none : if we had
** taken the proper time, and been provided with good pilots,

** none but ihips of a certain burthen can go up the river ; all

" our men of war were too big. Bat if time, and pilots, and
" (hips bad been the moil proper for the enterprize, we fhould
** have had provifions for m6re months, than we had weeks to
** fubfift the fleet and troops during the winter. And what is more,
<' if we had gone in the proper time ; if we had had good pilots,

** if we had carried proper ihips, and had lain in fufiicient pro-
" vifions, its faid the enemy were fo well provided for a defence,
'* that our forces were not fuificient ; tho* both troops find cB,*
** cers were fo good, that nothing would have been wanted on

' •« their fide'*. ^^ - .

••
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from a liberty that has been ufed of diverting feveraj

fums iflued to that fervice, and transferring them to

other purpoles, for which they were not intended j par-

ticularly, that the fum of fix hundred, and fix thoufand,

eight hundred and fix pounds, feven (hillings and feven

pence, belonging to the navy, has been paid for provi-

fions fupplied to land-forces fcnt to Spain and Portugal^

and for the garrifon of Gibraltar j for which no dc-

*' dutlions have been made from the pay of thofe forces,

nor any part of that fum re-afTigned to the vidualling,

notwithftanding, the feveral aiSs of parliament provi-

ded, and the many letters writ, and reprefentations

made in the treafury in that behalf. This unjuflifiaWe

ptoceeding has been a difcouragement to the feamen,

occafioned the paying extravagant rates upon contracts,

and has very much contributed to fink the credit of

the navy." •
\ :*

"To this we may add, the many notorious embezzle-

ments, and fcandalous abufes, which appear to have

been pradifed, as well as in the management of your

majefly's brewhoufe, as in the contrafts for furnifliing

the navy with beer. We have already prefumed to

addrefs your majefly, that feveral perfons, whom we

difcovered to have been guilty of thofe frauds, fhould

be profecuted at law for their offences, and we entirely

*' rely upon your majefly's mofl gracious affiirance, that

•* thofe profecutions (hall be effectually carried on : but we
*' muft alfo, upon this occafion, beg leave, further to re-

prefent to your majefly, that the commiffioncrs ap-

pointed to take care of the viftualling your majefly*s

navy, have been guilty of great negligence, and remifsnefs

•* in their duty : [91 the inflruftions which go along with

Ihat

«c

«t

%i

((

n

<(

(.«

<(

((

i<

4(

If,

C(

«
(C

((

<<

«1

C(

«<

C(

«(

(C

cc

<c

<(

•(

»«

^

I

:M.

*i

I t

1

i-4-A



«c

174 njfJl iiis'roRr
that cohimifTion, are (o well adapted to the preventing

•* thofe very abul'es which have hecn committed, that no-

** thing but a notorious mifmanagemcnt in that office,

*' and an inexcufable neglcd in purfuing ihofe inftrudi*

** ons, couH have given way to the great lofs the public

•* has fuftained in that part of the fcrvice, y" 1 o this^

the queen was pleafed to give the following very gracious

anfwer. •* Gentlemen^ this reprefentation gives me frefh

** alTurances of your zeal for my fervice, and for the true

*• intercft of your country. It contains many particu-

•* lars. I will take them all into ferious confideration,

*' and give the neceflliry directions to redrefs the grievan-

** ces you complain of. Be aflured, that your advice, up-

•* on all occafions, has the greateft weight with me" ^4

The

h
'''

Ijii

^ Some of our political Writers have \\ '•d, that all this

was the mere efFe<fls of party refentment, an^ utrivance of the

new miniilry, to mifreprefent the old, as the reader may find at

large, in the hiftory written by Mr. Oldmixon, who takes a great

deal of pains to fhew, that thefe cenfures were abfolutely ground-
lefs I but biftjop Burnet, who had no lefs rcfpeft for tiie old mi*
niftry, and as great opportunities of knowing the truth of things

as Mr. Oldmixon, gives us quite another account of the matter,

which it may not be amifs to give the reader in his own words.
•* Harley, fays he, in the houfe of commons, led them to en-
" quire into fome abufes in the victualling the navy : they had
** been publickiy praftifed for many years, fome have faid, ever
*' fince the refloration. The abufe was vifibie, but connived at,

•* that feveral expences might be anfwered that way : fome havd
**. faid, that the captains tables were kept out of the gain made
** in it. Yet, a member of the houfe, who was a whig, was
** complained of for this, and expelled the houfe ; and a profe-
*' cution was ordered againit him: but the abufe goes on flill, as
** avowedly as ever. Here was a (hew of zeal, and a feeming
" difcovery of fraudulent practices, by which the nation was de-
•« ceired".

» Chandler*s debates, compleat hiftory of Europe f r the year

1)11. Life of queen Anne> 5rc»
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The change of the miniftry, and the change of mea-

fures, made it cxlrearnly requilite to countenance in the

higheft degree whatever had the appearance either of pub-

h'c frugality, or encouraging our navigation, commerce^

and influence abroad, fuch an influence, I mean, as

might be beneficial to our trade; and with a view to

thcfe, the commons followed their reprefentation upon

the 7th of the lame month, with the following refoiutions

to addrefs the queen, '* To appoint per Tons to enquire into

" the number and quality of the forces in her majcfty's

" pay in Spam and Portugal^, and to examine the ftate of

" the payments, and accounts relating to the faid forces,

•* and to the garrifors and fortifications of Gibraltar and

" Port'MahoTt', and alfo the accounts of the agent-vidlu*

•« allers, and commiffioners of ftores in thofe parts".

They alfo refolved to prefent two other ; one, " That
" (he would be pleafed to lake fuch meafures as her ma-
** jefty (hould judge moft proper, for fupporting the fettle-

*' ments in Africa^ and preferving the African trade, till

•' fome other provifion be made by parliament for the

" fame j and that her majefty would take into confidera-

•* tion, the natuie of that trade, and how it might be beft

*' carried on for the fervice of the kingdom**. The
" other, " That an account be laid before this houfe the

*' beginning of next feflion of parliament, of the diftribu-

f tion intended to be made of the debentures diredled to

«< be delivered by the commiffioners of trade and planta-

*' tions, for the relief of the fufferers in the iflands of

•* Nevii and St. ChriJiopher*s^ and the re-fettlements made
*' there by the faid fuflferers". The bufinefs of the na-

tiioR having been thus fufficiently provided for, the queen

^. thought

1^

\^
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thought proper, on the I2ih of the fime month of Jurui

to put an end to the fcflion by a prorogation ':

In the rccefs of parliament, the new miniftry was com-

pleated, and they had time to form and regulate their de-

figns. kobert }^arly, el'qj who was then at the head of

it, had a little before the rifing of the houfes, been crea-

ted earl of Oxford^ and earl Moriimtr^ and had the ftaf!"

of lord high ircafurer delivered to him, in order to give

the greater luftrc to his nii^iiftry, and Charles Benfon^ efq}

was conllituted chancellor and undcr-trealurer of the E^t*

chequer, A new comrniflion was granted for the board

of trade and plantations, at the head of which, was

Charles earl of IVincheljea, and the lord keeper Harcourt^

was raifed to the degree of a baron of this realm. Such

other promotions were made, as be ft fuited with the d^-

figns of the new miniftry, who, towards the end of the

year, (hewed plainly their inclination to a peace j which,

liowever, they were forced to manage with Very great

caution. Neither was it without much anxibty, that

they confidered the approach of the next feffion of par-

liament, early in the month of December^ as indeed they

had good realbn, fince it was known, before the meeting

of the houfes, that the lords would reprefent againft the

making any peace, by which Spain and the Wejl-India

were left to the houfc of Bourbon '',

On the 7th of December^ the queen opened the feflian

with a fpeech, in which (he fpoke much of peace, ; of the

improvement of commerce; of eafmg the people; of re-
'

..

'*'
.

'^
: forming

* Burnet, Oldmixon, Annals of qaeen'Anne, complete hiftory

of Europe for 171 1, Pointer, &c.
»» Complete hiftory of Europe, Life of queen Anne, Painter^
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forming abulesj of mainuining ihc poor; and, in fliort,

' of every thing that was proper to ccnciliaic the minds of

moderate people, who wtiC not fo follicitous aSout par-

ties, as defirous of feeing their country happy. The houfe

of lords entered, however, upon the mcafures that were

expected; but the commons complied more readily with

the inclinations of the court : and as foon as the ellimates

. were laid before them, came to a refolution, that 40,000

feamen, including 8000 marines, fhouid be employed for

the fea-fervice, and that 180,000 pounds fhould be grant-

ed for the ordinary of the navy. They likcwife granted

all that was required for the fervice of the war, and made

provifionfi iqx raifing the mighty fum given for the fervices

•^ of that year, and which amounted to no lefs than 6,656,

^67 pounds, very early, and with a remarkable chearfui-

nefs; fo that it looked as if the miniltry were determined

to make a peace fword in hand, and to uke no ftep that

might poflibly encourage the enemy to think we would

lay down oUr arms, till all the ends of the grand alliance

were effedually anfwcred. Sir Jdbn Lsake was now at

the head of the admiralty, and in that quality" managed

the bufinefs of the board, in the houfe of commons ; and

.as the feafon for ac^tion advanced, he received a commi f-

iion to command again in the channel^ as he had done the

year before ; and the command of the fquadron in the

Soundings; was left to fir Thomas Hardy, whof^a proceed-

. ings we (hall next rcfume as a proper introdudtion to the

operations of the year 17 12. The rather, becaull* the

.grand. fleet did little more this year than convoy a body of

troops, commanded by lieutenant-general Hill, who were

fent to take pofleflion of Dunkirk \ which fervice ended,

they returned into the Downs y but, as to fir Thomas

Hardly he continued to adt effedlually, and to take all

Vol. IW O '
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:»{
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the care that was in his power, to diftrefs the cntmy In

their naval concerns, till his power, in this rcfpc^i was fu-

perfeded by the conclufion of the peace *.

E A R L Y in the fpring, he had intelligence of the return

of AI. dti Caffiy from America^ for whom he cruized with

the utmoll diligence, during the whole month of Ftbru-

ary ; but with litile or no fuccei's, except picking up now

and then fomc fniail French vefl'cls. He watched with the

fatne afliduity for A/, du Gtiai Trouin-y but was again dif-

appointed. In the beginning of the month of Augujl^ fir

Thomns chafed fix fnips, and a tartan. One of them

immediately hoiftcd a broad white pennant at the main-

top maft-head, fhortencd fail, and made a fignal for the

line of battle ; and then tacked, and flood towards him,

upon a fuppofition, as it was afterwards owned, that our

(hips were privateers, from FlufJnng^ with two prizes ; but

when ihcy came nearer, and found their miftake, they

kept their wind, and did all they could to make their ef-

cape, our rtiips purfuing them with the utmoft diligence.

About five in the afternoon, the admiral came up with the

biggeft of them, which v/as The Griffin, a king's (hip,

but then in the lervice of the merchant. It was com-

manded by the Chevalier D' Aire, knight of the order of

,5/, Lewii^ who (hortened fail immediately, brought too,

and fent fome of his officers on board our flag, to inform

him, that he was bound with bale goods for La Vera CruZy

and that before he failed from Brejiy he had received letters

from Paris, importing, that in a few days, he might have had

the queen of England's pafs -, but that his friends advifed

him

c Burcbet, Burnet, Oldmixon, conUnuation of Rapin, com«-

pleat hift. cf Europe, &c.

M.'
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him not to lofe a wind, in order to wait for It j but fir

Thomas told the lieutenant, that if they had no paft, he

(huuld look on the (hip as a good prize ; and accordingly,

fent his own lieutenant to take poflcflion of her, himfelf,

with the other (hips of his fquadron, continuing the chafe.

About eleven at night. The Windfir engaged The St. Ef-

pritj a (hip of thirty-fix guns, and one hundred fcventy-

five men, laden with bale goods for Cadiz^ and about an

, hour after, (he blew up, juft as the captain had given or-

ders to ftrike; but the captain, with about thirty-five men,

were faved by our boats. The Berwick took the Adven-

turi, of Havre de Grace^ carrying twelve guns and forty

men, bound for Newfoundland \ but the maftcr producihg

the queen's pafsj (he had leave to continue her voyage.

The fame (hip took alfo The Incomparable^ of fixteen guns,

bound for Martinica y and The Runy man of war likcwife

took a fmall French (hip of twelve guns, which was alfirj call-

ed The Ruby, bound for St. Domingo ; fo, that of this FrencJy

fquadron, only One (hip of eight guns, and the tartan,

cfcaped. The Grijfin was certainly a good prize ; but our

minifters were fo Very defirous of obliging their new friends,

that after a long fuit, in order to obtain the condemnation

of the faid vefTel, fir Thomas Hardyy and the reft of the cap-

tors, were obliged to accept of a fum of money, far (hort

of the yalue of the (hip and cargo, which has been juftly

confidcred as a hardfliip upon thefe braVe men ''i

• O 2 Vice- ',1" r

^ Burchct, Oldmixon, annals of queen Anne, comp!eat hiflory

of Europe for the year 1712, and the political treatifes of tha(

year. In thefe laft -mentioned pieces, this affair is s^xy warmly
treated. The troth fccm* to have been, that at this junflurc, the

EngUftj and French miniftry ftcod in need of each others indul-

eeoce, and therefore, we need not wonder at a tr^nfa^tion o( this

in^ connmon enough in ajl govcrninents, under cirouaifla(;ct;k of
the like nutare.

t 1;
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ViCE-admiral Baier vas, in the beginning of this

year, at Lijbon, with a coi liderable fquadron of our (hips,

from whence he failed on the 8th of February^ in order to

cruize off cape St. Maries. He had not been long in that

Itaiion, before he ran a large Spanijh fliip of fixty guns on

(hore, upon the Portugueze coaft, the wind being at that

time fo high, that they durft not venture near her. The
'
inhabitants of the country, however, went on board and

plundered he*- ; the cargo confiding of fugar, cocoa, fnuff,

hides; and twenty thoufand pieces of eight. The vice-ad*.

. rairal prefented a memorial to the king of Portugal^ fetting

forth his right to her, and demanding that the effedls ta-

ken in this clandeftine manner, fbould be delivered up;

but they were fo eflcdually fecreted, that it was not in the

power of the court to give him any redrefs ^. On his re-

j turn to Lijhofiy he found orders from England^ to cruize

•with five (hips of war, for the fecurity of the homeward-

V- bound Brazil Rtet, on which- fervice the court of Portugal

^.dcfired he might proceed by the 9th of Jpril^ and that two

frigates might be fent with their outward-bcund Eaji- India^

fleet as far as the Maderas, The vice* admiral was very

'"willing to comply with this; but th-'! difficulty was, how

to do it without departing from his orders, fincc he had di-

rcdlions from the lords of the admiralty, to fend two (hips

to cruize in the ftreights mouth ; however, he had hopes,

. that the Dz//^^commander in chief, would have taken care of

. ' . this

« All amplications of any kind were yfcty indifferently received at

this court, from the beginning of the war, to th-J end of it t

which occafioned many reflexions at home upon the old minifiry,

who did all ihey could to difguife thefe niifchiefs, which were on

the contrary renderci as public as pofltble, in order to ferve their

own purpojeii by the new. - > "•
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./this Eafl-hidia fleet. On the ift of JprlU arrived j' con-

voy with provifions and (lores from England^ which deter-

mined him, fincc the Dutch had difappointed the PortuA. .

gueze in their expeftationa, to fend a fourth rate frigate

with the Ea/i- India (hips as far as the weftern iflands, and

to cruize himfelf for the Brazil fleet, in fuch a ftation,

' as that he might be eafily joined by tl:^ before-meniioned.

(hip ; and at the lame time he difpatch'd captain Maurice.^

' with a fmall fquadron to cruize in the ftreights mouth.

He continued cruizing about the weftern iflands for feveral

months, under great apprehenfions, that the French fqui-

d^on under the comrrtand of M. Caffard, was bound for

the Brazils i till at kft, the provifions on board his fqiia-.

.

dron, being reduced to five weeks at (hort allowance, it

was necefiary for him to think of returning to Portugal
-y

but being ftill apprehenfive that, if the Brazil ffcet . failed

before the French fquadron, the latter would undoubtedly

follow them to the Terceras, where they knew that fleet

muft vefreih ; he refolvc^ to continue in his ftation as long

as it was poflibl'^; in order to which, he engaged the PoT'

. tugmze to furni(h him with three weeks frefli provifions.

On the nth of September, being off the iflands of Terce-

ra, he met with a Portugueze frigate, which informed

him, that he had left the fleet but three days before, and

that he believed they would be that day in ihe road of An^

gra-t the chief town in the ifland of Ttercera. Soon after

he had this advice, a violent ftorm arofe, which very much

fhattered" the (hips, and drove him fo far, that he could

not fetch the ifland again j and judging that it muft alfo

have the fame efFedl on the Brazil fleet, he made an eafy

fail towards Lijbmy in order to pick up fuch as fliould be

draggling from their convoys; but had no» fight or intelli-'

|ene? of th€a{R> till he came off of the rock, when he

O 3 found
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found they arrived the very day before he made the land

;

and as the ceiiation of arms was foon after concluded, the

fquadron of (hips under his command was called home ^

Sir John Jennings at this time commanded the grand

fleet in the Mediterranean, and in the month of May,

joined the i)^/^^ vice admiral with the tranfports, having

on board fix thoufand five hundred men, which were put

on (here in two days time i and his imperial majefty and

count Starembergy preffing the neceffity of carrying the ca-

valry over from Italy, it was refolved the admiral (hould

V return

i' t

•' t

' The author of the condadl of the allies, that is, the late cele-

brattd do6lor Swill, criticifes upon thofe articles in the grand al-

liance, by which we were bound to taki^ fo much care of the con-

cerns of this prince, very freely—^By two articles of that treaty

(fays he) *' Befides the honour of being convoys, and guards in
** ordinary. tv-> the Portuguez« fiiip.i and coafts, we are to guefs
*' the enemies thoughts, ?nd to take the king of Portugal's word,
** whenever he hath a fancy that he Oi.x'l be invaded* We are al-
*" fo to furnifh him with a rtrength fupcrior to what the enemy
** intends to invade any of !,;> dominions with, let that be what
**

it will. And until we know what the enemies forces are, his

Portugucze majefty i.s fole judge what ftrer.gth is fuperior, and

what will be ab'e to prevent an invaficn, and may fend our

fleets whencvfr he pleafes upon his errands, to (bme of the fur-

theil parts of the world, or keeping them attending upon his
** ayi^n coalls, till be think fit to difmifs thein. Thefe fleets muft

likewiie be fubjeft in all things, not only to the king, but to

his vice-roys, admirals and goverr.ors, in any of his foreign do-

minions, when he is in an hvmour tt apprehend an invdfic:;,

which I believe is an indigriity that was never offered before,

except to a conquered nation. In the defensive alliance v/ith

this crown* which is to remain perpetual, and where only £ng-
•* land and Holland are parties with them, <he fame care in al-
• mort the f.me words, is taken for our fleet to attend their

*< coails, and foreign dominions, and to be under the fame obedi-

V cDce. We arid the Stages, are likewife to furnifh then:.; with
'* twelve thoufand men at our own charge, which we are conflant-

** \y to recruit} and thef« are to be fubjefl to th^ !^ortuguf:i;e fi^e*.

«^ aerals".
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return to Vado^ from whence he failed with the tranfporis

on the 27 th of July, and arrived at Barcelona on

the 7th of Augujl, where, foon after, he received the

queen's orders for a fufpenfion of arms, both by fca and

land, and a letter from the lord vifcount Bclinghroke, di-

redting him to fuffer a great French corn fleet to pa fs un-

molefted, every Ihip of which, he mull other wife have

taken ; from this time, though the admiral was no longer

concerned in military operations, 'yet he was very far from

being Inadlive, fince he tranfported the emprefs with her

retinue, from Barcelona to Genoa, cfcorted thirty thoufand

men ai two embarkations, from Catalonia to Naples^ and

afterwards carried over the duke and dutcbefs of Savoy,

from Villa Franca to their new kingucm of Sicily, which,

though done in the fucceeding year, I mention in this

place, that I may not be obliged to return into the Medi-

terranean, meerly to fpeak of matters of parade e.

W E are next, according to the method hitherto con-

ftantly purfued, \o return to the Weft-Indies, where we

left commodore Littleton, with a fmall fquadron, proteft-

ing the trade, and annoying the enemy as much as his

llrength would permit 5 but the government having certain

intelligence, that the French were fending a confiderablc

force into that part of the world, in order to difturb our

tradCj and perhaps to attack fome q{ the leeward-iilands ; the

court thought it necefTary to fend an officer of rank, with

a conliderable fquadron thither, for which fervicc thcj

made choice of fir Hovenden JValker, which (hews, that

the adminiftration did not conceive he had brought any

ftain upon them by his conduct in the Canada expedition..

O 4 Ho

8 Barchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, compleat hiftory of Eurogf,. fo«

A7I2 and 1713, annals ot queen Annc) .Stc.
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He received his commiffion in the beginning of the monti?

of jfprili and on the 28th of the fame month, he failed

from 5/. Helens^ with about an hundred merchant-fliips

under his convoy. He parted on the 4th of May, being

then fourteen leagues from cape Finijierre, with the Litch-

field 2iXi6 South- SeaCaJile^ and 7hf Tradt bound to Portu-

gal) and arriving at the Maderas with ^he Monmouth, a

third rate, The Augufl and Centurion, fourth rates, The,

Scarborough and Roebuck, fifth rates, and a frigate of twen-

ty guns ; it was determined to leave the Barbadoes trade

there, under their proper convoy, confifting of The fFooU

wichy Swallow and Lime: but that fleet taking in their

wine fooner than ufual, failed with the fquadron on the

18th of the fame month, for the JFeJi-Indies, On
the 24th of June, admiral Walker arrived at Antegoa^

where the governor was more apprehenfive of an infurrec-

tion amongft the inhabitants, than of an invafion from

the French ; and indeed^ things were at that time, in a ve-

ry unfettl^d condition in the Leeward-Ijlands, where the

governor, colonel Douglas^ was upon almoft as bad term$

with the people, as his predecellbr, colonel Parke, whoni

they murdered for his tyrannical behaviour. Admiral Wal'

ker promifed the governor, that if any th^ng like an infur-

reftion happened, he would fend him any affiil^nce hi

fliould require, from Jamaica j but ad'^'ifed bim to treat the

people with lenity, and to confider, that though be was

fent over with inftruftions to profecute fuch as were con-

cerned in deftrdying the late governor, yet this wss to be

done in a legal manner, and with due regard to the liberty

of the fubjeft, and the monftrous provocations they ha4

received, before they had proceeded to extremities, not

juftifiable indeed, but at the fame time, not altogether in-

excufable. Bu: this governor, 'who was fo careful of hiis

own
'•J?., 1
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own Tafety, gave him not the leaft intelligence, that %

French fquadron was expedled in thofe part?; though, if

he had taken any pains to be properly informed, he might

have known that the Frtncb at MartSniu expected, at this

very tin^e, the arrival of M. Cajfardy with nine men of

war. Sir Htvtnden Walker failing from thence, arrived

fafely ait jMmaica^ on the 6th of 7«/v, where having

made the neceflary difpoiitions for fending home the

Irade^ and ftaiioning properly the (hips under his com-

mand, he received, when he Icaft expe^ed ir, the news,

by an advice boat of an attempt made by the French upon

Antigoa and Montferrat ^» '*

This expedition ofnionlieur Cajfardt deferves to be par-

ticularly taken notice of. He failed from Toulon^ with a

ilout fquadron of the king's (hips, and is fajd to have had

general inftrudlions to annoy their enemies, As there was,

even at this time, a negotiation carrying on between the

Britijh and French miniftcrs, it is furprizing, that the lat-

ter did not give him orders to forbear attacking our colo-

nics, till fuch time as he received intelligence from France^

the negled of which occafioned great murmuring in

England^ and might have retarded the peace, if the news

had arrived before it was fo far advanced*. M. Cajfard

failed firft to the iiland St. JagCj, which is the capital of

ifc:

• the

V
••

.:M

•• Burchet, Britilh empire in Americ;*. Complsat hiftory of
Europe. Annals of queen A«ne; and if the reader is inclined to

enquire particularly into the afFiir of colonel Parkes, mr. French's

hiftory of that tranfa£tion, and the anCwer to it.

* 1 have been informed, by fome who were very well acquaint-,

ed with the politics of the French Court, that this expedition

was projected in revenge of that undertaken againft Quebec, of

which the French have quite different notion: from thofe that

{prevailed ber^ ; a<id wi^ reafon, fince, hovv'evec it was executed.
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the iflands of Cape de Verd, of which he made himfelf

mailer without much difficulty j and having blown up the

fort and carried off whatever he could meet with, con<

linued his voyage for the IVeft-Indies.^ where he arrived m
the beginning of the month of July ; and having drawn

together in Martinico upwards of three thoufand men, he

ba6 thoughts of attacking Antegoa ; but finding it very

difficult to land there, he fell upon Montferrat^ where he

met with a very feeble refiftance \ the inhabitants retiring

into the heart of the ifland, where in the mountains they

had a fortrefs almofl inacceflable. The French continued

upon the place fome days, doing all the mifchief poffible

;

but'having information that feveral of our fhips were com-

ing to the relief of the iftand, they abandoned it, though

not till they had in a mannner totally deftroyed all the

lettlements in it ^ Some mifchief they did to our trade

on the coaft of Antegoa^ but finding themfelves very much

diiliked by fuch £s wiflied well to peace, they refolved to

give over cruizing upon the Englijh ; upon which they

prepared every thing ncceiTary for a longer voyage, and

then flood over to the continent, where they attacked the

Dutch fettlement of Surinam ^ and obliged the inhabitants

' to pay them eight hundred thoufand pieces of eight by

* way of contribution, this was in the month of October i

and

and

maj<

at

had

tico

the

of

. \"M I I

it was unqueflionabiy well contrived, cfpecially, as the authors pf

it, had even then a peace in their heads, by which they would

without doubt hnve g'lt At.y conqueft that might have been made;

by thai; fleet effeclually fecured. But the French probably dp-'

iigned a general interruption of the commerce of the allies, in

order to bring them fooner to a peace ; for as the reader fees in

the text M. Caffard, did not attack us alone, but the Portugueze

alfo, and the Dutch. _

'' Hiftoire Militaire, journal hiftoriquff dc Lcwii XIV. mc^-

»olre5 hifloriques, &c.
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and in the mean time captain Archibald Hamilton in h(F

majefty's (hip the Woolwichy having received an account

at Anttgoa of the ceflation of arms \ and that the French

had, notwithftanding, carried feveral prizes into Martin

t,ico\ he fent a (hip thither to demand them of Mr. Phe-

lypeaux^ general of the French iflands, who ordered all of

them to be reftored, and fuch goods as had been taken out

of them, put on board again '.

Sir Hovenden Waller^ in the mean time, remained at'

'Jamaica^ where he gave, the neceflary orders for the fe-

curity of the trade, for cruizing on the French coaft, and

for protedling the private commerce of the inhabitants,

with the Spaniards at Porto BellOy St. Domingo, and other

places. While he was thus employed, there happened in.

the night of the 29th of Augujl a hurricane, much more

violent than any that had been felt for many years in the

ifland : it began about nine at night, and continued rag-r

ing with the utmoft vehemence till twelve. The light-^

ning in the mean time covered the earth, in continued

gleams of fulphurous fire, the wind blowing all the time,

not only w'rh prodigious force, but wUh a horrid noife. In

the morfiing a mofl dreadful profpedl: appeared, many>

houfes blown flat upon the ground, moft of the reft ftript

and laid open ; trees torn up by the roots ; the weft-end

of the church ruined by the fall of its walls ; the gover-r

nor's hbufe difmantled, and fcarce a dwelling in the ifland

remaining untouched. Several people were drowned oi>

the (hore in the teripeft, the fea forcing the boats and-

canoes a great way u^on land at Sfanijb town, and wa(h- i

* Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, compleat hiftory of Europe for

the year 1712. Hiftory of thelaft war, life of qiicen Anne, ^c.
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ed away the houfes; fo that, what with the wind and

the water, there was not above two ftanding, and few or

none of the fliipa of war, but were either driven a-fhore,

loft their marts, or were otherw \k difabjed. The hofpi-

tal was blow down to the ground, and feveral of the lick

people killed ; and on the firft of September^ a third rate,

the Monmouth, n^hich had been on the coart of mfpankkt
came in with jury-mafts, having loft her proper marts in

the violence of the weather, and another if her roain-maft

had not given way, murt (as her commander believed)

have inftautly over-fet. It required feme time to repair

the damages which her majefty's ihips fuftalned by thi« un-

fortunate accident ; and, while thia was doing, a very great

defertion happened among our failors, owing chiefiy to

the arts and intrigues of the captains of erivateers, who

made no fcrupic of preferring their private advantage, to

the fecurity of commerce, and the welfare of thdl* coun-

try. By that time the difputes which thefe tranfaitions

occafioncd were tolerably compofed, iir Hovenden ffa.'Jtfr

received an order from the lords of the admiralty to re-

return home, after having firft proclaimed the celTation

of arms, which he accordingly did, and after a profpcrous

voyage arrived in Dever road on the 26th of Aiay, 1713".

' We arc now arrived at the period ofc the naval opera-

tions in this war, ar^ our next buHnefs will be to give

an account of what advantage; w^ce gained, and of what

advantages might have been gained by the fucceeding

peace. It will however be proper, previous to tbis, to

obferve, that the adminiftration had fome difputes with

their old friends, and their new ones' in relation to the

afl^ir^

mil
!;

« Burchet, Oldmixon, hiftory of Europe, Pointer's cTirbnologi-

cal hiftcry, annals of queM Anne, hiftory of the laft war, &c.
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affairs of commerce, before the peace was concluded ". In

the firft place, it was thought a little hard that the Dutcb^

throughout the whole courfe of this long and cxpenfive

war,

" It will appear in the next note, that we thought ourJfcNeg

much injured by the m^nnef in which the Dutch coniiuded the

war at fea. Here, therefore, from the Author of tiie coadiiit erf

the allies, I will take notice of fome complaints that were made
of another nature, with a view to h<;ve it underftuod, that the

carrying on the war was a thing now no longer praflicable. By
the grand alliarKe between the Empire, England and Holland, we
wepe to aflift the other two, Lis viribust by f;ra and land. By a

onvention fubfcquent to this treaty, the proportion which the fe-

veral parties (hould contribute towards the war, were adjufted ia

the following manner. The emperor was obliged to furniih nine-

ty thoufand men againll France, either in Italy, or upon the

Rhine : Holland to bring fixty tboufand into the field in Flanden,

exclufive of garrifons j and we forty -thoufand. lo the winter 1 702,

which was the next year, the duke of Marlborough prnpofed th«

raifing of ten thouiand men more by way of augmentation, and

to carry on the war with greater rigoiir ; to wmich the parlia-

ment agreed, and the Dutch were to raife the fame number. Thii

was upon a par, dire'diy contrary to the former ftipulation, where-

by our part was to be a third lefs than theirs ; and therefore it

was granted with a condition, chat Holland fiibukl break off all

trade and commerce with France. But this condition was never

executed, the Dutch only amufing us with a fpecious declaration,

till our fefiion of parliament was ended, and the following year

it was taken off by concert between our general and ftates, with>

out any reafon amgned for the fatisfaflion of the kingdom. The
next, and fome enfuing campaigns, further additional taxes were
allowed by parliament for the war in Flanders ; and in every

new fupply, the Dutch gradually leftened their proportion, al-

though the parliament addreflcd the queen, that the ilates might
be defired to cbferve them according to agreenient ; which had
no other cfFeft, than to teach them to elude it, by makirg their

troops nominal corps, as they did by keeping up the number of
regiments j but finking a fifth part of the men and money : fo .

that at length things were jufl inverted, and in all new levies, we
contributed a thir^ more than the Dutch j who at fifil, were
oWiged to the fame proportion more than us. Bcfides, the mope
towns we conquered for the Ibtes, the worfe condition we iver«

in towards reducing the common enemy, afid confequently of

.&m4 -
- -.'•;
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war, (hould not have furnilhed their quota of (hips and

men in any one year; and this notwithllanding repeated

cxpoftulations with the States-General upon this fubjedt*.

With

1!

h- '

«(

<c

tt

<<

ti

<•

putting afi end to the war. For they made r jpte of em-
ploying the troops of their quota, towards gv.rifoning every

town, as faft as it was taken, direflly contrary to the agreement

between us ; by Which all garrifons were particularlyr excluded.

This at length arrived by feveral fleps to fuch a height, that

there were not the lad year in the field, fo mjny forces under the

duke of Mirlborough's command in Flanders, as 3ricain alone

tnaintained for that fervice ; nor had been for fome years paft.

* This parliamentary reprefentation was made on the 4th of

March, lyii^ annd the paragraphs particularly referred to in the

text, are thefe that follow.

" For obtaining the ends fpecified in the grand alliance, the

three confederated powers engaged to afTtfl each other with

their whole force, according to fuch jproportions as fhould be

fpecified in a particular convention afterwards to be made for

that purpofe. We do not find that any fuch convention was
ever ratified ; but it appears, that th^re was an agreement con*

eluded, which, by common coafent* was underflood to be

bidding upon each party rerpedively, and according to which,

the proportions of Great Britain were from the beginning re*

gulated and founded. The terms of that agreement were :

that, for the fervice at land, his imperial majefly (hould fur-

nifh ninety thoufand men : the king of Great Britain forty

thouland, and the flaces general, one hundred and two thou-

fand, of which, there were forty-two thoufand intended to

fupply their garrifons, and fixty thoufand to a^ againft the

common enemy in the field ; and with regard to the operations

of the war at fea, they were agreed to be performed jointly

by Great Britain and the Hates general, the quota of ihips to

be furnifhed for that fervice, being five eights on the part of

Great Britain, and three eights on the part of the fbtes ge-

neral.

** Upon this foot the war began in the year i^dz, at which
time the whole yearly rxpence of it to England^ amounted to

three millions, feven hundred ind fix thoufand, four hundred

ninety four pounds. A very great charge it was then thought

by your majefty*s fubje6ls, after the fhort interval of eafe they

had enjoyed, from the burthen of the former war ; but yet a
very moderate proportion, in CQmparifon with the load which

hath
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With this grievance the nation was Acquainted, and cx-

prefled no fmall refentrnent thereat, notwithftanding the

pains talcen by the friends of the Duttht to perfuade them

of the contrary. To fay the truth, the matter was carri-

ed Tory high on both fides ; for the houfe of commons

having reprefented thefe omiflions in our allies, as indubi*

table matters of faA, in order to juftify the meafures that

were taking towards a peace, it was but natural fcr the

dates, who were averfe to that p ace, to reply, as they

did, to this accufation ; which, however, inftead of fati»>

fying, provoked the houfe of commons to fuch a degree^

that upon the printing of the anfwcr they gave her^, they

declared, that this was a breach of privilege, and the pa-

per itfelf, a fcandalous, infamous, and feditious libel ; for

which, the printer was put in prifon, which prevented

v/^ tht
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harh iince been laid upon them ; for it appears, by eftimates

given into your commons, chat ttie fums neceilarv to carry on
the fervice of this prefent year, in the fame m mer it wh»
performed the lall year, amount to more than fix millions. Nine

hundred and fixty thoaiand pounds, beftdes interell for the pub-

lic debt, and the deficiencies accruing the lad year ; which two
articles require one million, one hundred and forty three t>iau-

fand pounds more t fo that the whole demand upon your com-
mons, arc rifen to more than eighr millions for the prefent an-

nual fupply. We know your majefty's tender regard (or the

welfare of your people, will make it uneafy to you to hear of

fo great a preflurc, as this upon them ; and as we are afliired, it

will fully convince your majelty of the nccefllty of our prefent

enquiry, fo we brg leave to reprefent to you, from what caufen,

and by what fteps this immcnfe charge appears to have grown
upon us.

'

*• The fervice at fea, as it has been very large and exten/ive

in itfelf, fo it hath been carried on through the whole courfe

of the wari in a manner highly difadvantageous to your ma*
jefty, and your kingdom ; for the neceflity of affairs requiring

that great fleets (hould be fitted out every year, as well for

maiataining a iuperiority in the mediterranean, as for oppoOng
•• any
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A

h, J

,

!,''

If"
if. M:^

11



192 ^aVal tiisiokir
the puhlifliing the remainder of the flates reprefcDtation *

;

thit, Was looktd upon as a very ftrange procedure, and

which

I' ii

" any force which the enemy might prepare, either at Dunkirk*
•• or in the ports of Weft France. Your majefty*t example and
^' readincfti in fitting out your proportion of ftipib for all parts

*' of (hat fervice, have been fo far ffom prerajling with the
*' States General to keep pace with yoa, that they have been de«
** ficienc tiitty year to a great degree, in proportion to w^t youf
" maiedy hath furniflicd, fomeumes no Jehi than two thirds,

*' and generally more than half of their quota. From hence
*' yotH- majefty has been obliged for the preventing difappoiot-

" aientS) in the moft preflin^ fervice, to fupply tho/e deficiencies

** by additional reinforcements of your own (hips ; nor hath the
'* fingle encreafe of fuch a charge, been the only ill confeqaence
** that attended it i for by this means the debt of the oaVy hath
*' been enhanced ; fo that the difcounts arifing from the credit of
•* it, have aficfled all other parts of the fervice. From the fame
'** caufe your majefty's (hips of war have been forced in greater
*' numbers, to continue in remote feas, and at unreafonable times
** of the year, to the great damage and decay of the britilh

'
' navy. This alfb hath been the occafion that your majedy hath

*' been ftraicnrd in your convoys for trade ; your coafts have

been expofeu for want of a fufficirnt number of cruizers to

guard them, and you have been difabled froni annoying the

enemy in their moft bene(icial commerce with the Weft-Indies,

from whence they received thole vaft fupplies of ti-eafure, with-

out which tliey could noc have fupported the expences of this

M

*«

«
<« war.

p The States General, by their memorial prefent^ to the queen,

April J, 1712, obferve, that the grand alliance only fpecifies,

that all the contracting parties (ball profecute this war with their

whole force ; and therefore, if the States have exerted the ut-

moft of their force, they have fulfilled their engagements ; but

they infift further, that the (hips furnilhed for the north fea, had

been left out, notwitbilanding tbofe (hips were for the joint fer*

vice ;" and they alledge further, that the number of fliipi which

the States were to empk>y, ought to be regulated, not by the

number aftually put into commifllon by England, but by the

number that was fit and reafonable for England to put into com*
roifiion, or at leaft by the number propofed to the States, upon

fettling the annual quota^s for the war. As the States had the pa-

per drawn up l;y order of the lords of the admiralty, and iigned

hy
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which fccmcd calculated rather to give credit to that reprc-

fcniatioii, than to refute it ; which, however, might have

been tafily done $ for that we really bore a greater pro-

portion of cxpcncc in this rcfpedt, during the war, than

we ought io have done, is a thing vtry certain ; but it is

the fault of all adininidrations, to be rather inclined to

fuch fhort anfwers as may be given by adts of power, than

to thofc that might be furniOi'd by the exercife of reafon s

and for this, they are juftly punikhed, by being often

thought tyrannical in thofe af^s, the judice of which

might be eafily defended. In this cafe, however, the na-

tion concurred in opinion with their reprefentatives, and

things went on, upon a fuppofition that this charge againft

the Dutch was fully made out.j which encouraged the

Vol. IV. P friends

by Mr. fecretary Hurcbet, containing an account of the Englifh

and Dutch (hips fictod ouC during the v/ar; fo they likevviie

thought proper to add another account of their own, which they

proteiTed themfelves able to make good from authentic vouchers

;

and as we cannot tranfcribe all thefe papers at lar^e, we fnali

content ourfelves with making an abftraft of both accounts, in

which the firil coiumn confifts of the year; the Acond of the

Engliih men of war ; the third of the fliips of the ftates-general,

according to Mr. Burchet*s account; and the fourth oi the fame
Ihips according to their own. This paper having been printed in

ptBt, in the Daily -courant of Monday » ^pril 7, 1712. The
houte of coawnons came thereupon to the refolutioo mentioned ii

the Ttxt, and committed Mr. Samuel Buckley for printing ir^

who remained in cuftody during the remainder of the fefitoD«

1702
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friends of the miniftry, to attack the reft of our allicv

particularly the emperor, on the fame fubjedt: but, as"

thcfe alterations have no immediate concern with the pro*-^

per bufinefs of this work, I (hall not infift upon them,'

but leave them with this remark : that in all future allian-

, ces, our minifterr, ought to be careful, not only in mak-**

ing the beft terms they can for the nation, but alfo in fee-

!

iog thofe ierms punctually fulfilled, fince it is impoffible,*

cfpecially under our prefent circumftances, for the nati-*

on to fe?» with patience^ fuch adTs of indulgence towards

foreigners, at their expence, when it is vifible, that with

, ^H their induftry,. the inhabitants of Great Britain, art

fcarce able to fupport the neceffary charge? of their go--^

vernment, joined to that vaft eypencis which their »pne*^

reus concern for the ballancc'of pov/er in Eurgpe, and the

liberty of their neighbours hath brought upon them \ -

The difference with the Fremh rourt was occafioned

chiefly from M. CaJ^reTs expedition in the ^ejl-lndies^

as we have before hinted. The French miniftry, whp^^^

knew the importance of being well at that time with the

people of Great Britain, abfolutely difclaimed that com-

mander i

1 The bed ufe that can be made of hiftory, is to correft in

out times,, the errors comrBitted in thofe of our ancellors, and

certainly there are, amon^ thefe, none which better deferve our

attention,, than the condudfc our minifters have puvfued, when we

have been engaged in confederacy with cur reighbours. A confe-

deracy implies a joint concern, and if, while this fubfifts, the

whole, or the great part of tlie expence is thrown upon ?ny one

of the allied powers ; it argaes injuiiiee in the cei^, and weaknefs

in fuch as are intrulled with the concerns of the injured power.

There is aflualiy no more public; fpirit in a> minilter, loading

clandellinely his countrymen with more than they ought to pay^

than there is charity in a great man's fteward, who relieves the

poor out of bis mailer's cllatf, whib his creditors remain unfatis<«

ftcd.



^^

Of iueen A N ^J E. i^f -

mander; infilling, that he had only general inftrudions,

that he had mifapplicd them, and that proper fatisfadion

Ihould be giveii. On the other hand, the BrittJJ) miniftry

•vvere too far advanced in their pacific mealures, to think

of retreating, and fo were content with there ekcufes,

without infilling on the punifhment of this officer ^ which,

if what the French court faid, was true, he certainly de-

ferved. The firll great jtep to the peace, was, getting

Dunkirk put into our handsj which waS reprefented as a

thing impolTible; and with the promife of which, the

French^ only amufed us. On the lith of ^uly, how-

ever, arrived an expiefs, with the news, that a few days •

before, the town, citadel, Ryjhanh^ and all the fortifica-

tions of that important place, were delivered up to briga-

dier Hilly whom her majeJUy appointed governor and com-

mander in chief. He)- majelly, thenceforward, treated

openly with the French court, though always under a pro-

mife that due care (hould be taken of the allies j and for

this, the miniftry pleaded many things in their own juftifi-

cation. For, firft, they alledged, that fince the king o^

^pa'in was become emperor, it was no longer expedient to

iniift upon his having the whole dominions of the Spani/h

monarchy : they infilled next, ihav if it had been expedr-

ett, the thing was impratflicable, the nation having found,.

.

by experience, that it was Impolfible to carry on the war

in Spain to any purpofe : and indeed, this had been long a

point out of. difpute, one of the warmeft partifans of the

hOufe of Aufiricy having freely declared as much, a good

While before, in a debate in the houfe of lords, but added, at'

the fame time, though it was impradicabic, a vote that

rto peace could be made, if Spain and the hidiei were left

to the houfe of -fl<7tt/^fi«, was expedient at thatjuncture, and

yet upon this expedient vote, all the cUmours was raifed

P 2 aftepA
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afterwards. They faid further, that the nation wa^^ un-

able to carry on the war longer, cfpecially in the man-

'

ner in which it had been carried on; and that there-

fore, how much foever we might hate our enemies, it was'

neceflary to make a peace, if we had any regard to cur-

felves. They added, befides, that they intended to make

a peace on the plan of the general alliance, every article of -

which, they faid, had been broke through, by fubfequei»r

agreements, during the courfe of the war ; fo that the/

pretended to have the caufe of liberty, and the ballance

of power, more at heart, than thofe who were for carry-

ing on the war. On the 19th of Auguft^ ijiij an in-'

ftrument for a fufpenfion of arms was figned at P^;/;, by

the lord vifcount BoHftgbrokey and the marquifs de Torcy^

for four months ; and in confequence of this, the neceflary

meafures were taken for compleating the peace : king Phi-

lip of Spain^ fummoned a cortcz, or general aflembly of

the flates of his kingdom, before whom, and with ^.vhofe

confent, he made a renunciation to the crown of France^

the queen having before appointed lord Lexington to be pre-

fent at that ceremony. The negotiations at Utrecht, how-

ever, went on very ilowly, notwithftanding the pains ta-

ken by the earl of Strafford ', and dodlor Robinfony bifhop

of Brifloly her majefty*s plenipotentiaries, and the great ac-

tivity of the French minifters, who were the mirlhal

d'Uxelles^ a very able llatefman, of whom prince Eugene

laid, with great fpirit upon this occaflon, that he was the

onl>.

' The conneflion neceflary in the text, obliges me to mention

here, that about the latter end of Auguft, her majelty appointed

the earl of Strafford, fir John Leake, fir George Byng, knights,

fir William Drskc, bart. John Aiflabie, efq; fir James Wi(hsrt,

knight, and George Clarke, Efq; to be commifiioners for execu(->

irg the offi«e of lord high admiral of Grsat Britain.
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only F>-ench marfhal he was afraid ; the famous Abbe ds

Polignac, afterwards cardinal by the fame title, the ableft

head in France ; and M. Mefnagery now raifed to the title

of count de St, Joht, who was cntruftcd with the firft

negotiations ; and for this reafon it was found neceflary to

renew the fufpeniion of arms for four months longer. At

Jail, when the great influence of the queen wajs difcerned,

by her procuring the kingdom of Sicily for her coufin the

duke of Savoy, which was the queen*s own aft, the allies,

moft of them, thought fit to comply, and accept the

terms fhe had ftipulated for them, though with a vifible re-

luctance. The emperor only remained firm to his firft re-

folution, and made the neceflary difpofitions for carrying

on the war alone ; confenting, however, to evacuate Ca-

talonioy and to accept of a neutrality for Italy, under the

guaranty of her Britanick majefty. On the 19th of Ja-

nuary, 1712-13J the new treaty of barrier and fucceflion

was figned by the minifters of Great Britain, and of the

States General, whereby the latter obtained a mighty accef-

fion of territories, and a very great encreafe of power.

On the I ft of March, the inftruments relating to Catah-

nia, and Italy, were executed; and on the 4lh of the

fame month, the duke of Berry, and the duke of Orleans,

renounced their right to the crown of Spain, in the par-

liament of Paris, Thefe preliminaries being thus fettled,

the great work advanced more brifkly, and by the end of

the month, it was brought to its conciulion ',

On the firft of April, 17 13, the famous treaty of Utrecht

was fign'^d, as fome would have us believe, in a clandef-
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line manner. The truth was, that, to prevent difpufcs

and protcfls, which might have furniftied matter for dan-

gerous purfuits in England^ it was refolved to fign the trea-

ty privately at the houfe of the bifhop of Briftoly which

was accordingly done, under pretence of a conference ; *

which being a thing fuequent, during that congrcfs, renr

dered the matter lefs fufpefted. The earl of Straffhrdf-

and the bifiiop of Brijial, figned firft ; then the minifters

of the dul^e oi Savoyy declared king of Sicily by that

treaty ^ thofe of the king of Portugal after them ; then

the plenipotentiaries of the king of Pruffia^ and thofe of

the StateS'Gtneral laft of all. The whole was over about

two in the morning, occafioned by the length of the trea-

ties that were to be read before they were figned ; and

.

when the bufnefs was over, the refpe^tivp miniilers with-

drew to their o\vn places of repdence, without aiiy noife,

or without dire6]ting any public rejoicings, as mi^ht hayp

been expeded upon fuph an opcafion. I am the more par-

ticular in thefe circumftances, becaufe fome hiftorians have

reprefented them as matters of great importance. Tp
fpcak impartially, I think theie is very little, if any thing,

ip them ; for iri mod feparate peaces, the fame thing has

been done, particularly in that of Nimiguen j and I could

name qther, perhaps later examples of a ilke condudV, fo

that upon the whole, this opght to be confidered, rather

as a misfortune, tlian a fault. I fliall not pretend to in-

-

fift, that all was obtained by the treaty of Ufrechty that

might have been obtained firom France^ after fo long, and

fo fuccefsful a war ; but undoubtedly there was much ob-:

taincd, add more might have been obtain'^d, if it had ret

been for the difturbance given to the minifters at home,

fmce, whatever people may fuggeft, all parties are alike

friends to France^ who thwart public mcafures, froin ^

ii-
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pure fpirit of oppofition. The Tories had embarrafled the

IVhigi in their adminiftration, during the laft years of the

war J and the JVhigs^ in return, were refolved to make

the Wories as uneafy as poflible.^ In their projed^ of mak-

ing a peace, both parties were in their turns gainers by

this manner of adding; but both were gainers at the ex-

pence of the nation ; and, therefore, they have no reafon,

they have no right to reproach each other*.

'\r^-i -i i'fi fi^ p* -i i'*?

* The earl of oxrbrd, in the clofe of his anfwer to the articles

of impeachment, gives a very full aiid clear account of the mo-
tives to the faid peace upon his own knowledge ; and as they are

hid in fuch a piece, to which few readers refort for fatisfaftion in

matters of this nature, I thought it might not be amifs, to mt.ke

this fulyeft the clearer, to afford them a place at the bottom of

the page. As to the peace .in gei 'ral, iie, (the faid carl.) thinhs

he has very good re.fon to (ay, Thiit the queen had nothing more
at heart, than to procure To great a bleflii-g for her people ; and

tbat, wnen it was obtained, flie had this fatisfaftion in herfelf

;

that flit h^d taken the moft proper methods to juftify her conda^
both towards her allies, and towards her own fubjeds. For, up-

on a review of her m^jefty's whole proceeding, in relation to

War and peact, he believes it will appear, and hath in ^ art ap-

peared, by the anfwer of the fiid earl to the faid articles, that, as

her majffty entered further into the war than (he wjs obliged by any

treati' s fubfifling at the time of her acceflion to the throne, lo flie

contributed more men and money towards thecatryiflg it on aftcr»

wards, than (he was engaged to provide by any fubfequent treaties.

/ That her earneft defires of peace being iv.ice frultratcd, when
fuc^ conditions might have bren obtained, as would hav? fully

iinfwered all the ends for which war was at firll declared : Tha*
all our fucccflls and viflorics ending in the annual increafe of the •

charge of England, without any further ailiftance from our allies, •

and her kingdom being exhauiled to fuch a degree (notwithitand-

ing the great advantages obtained by her arms) that flie was not ~

able to continue lh« war .upon the foot it then flood, one year

longer, whiift her aliics xcfafed to continue it upon thole equal

conditions, to which '.hey were by treaties obliged ; ftie was at

Jarft conftrained, in compaffion to her people, to hearken to ti\e

^overtures of peace, then evade hu' from France, without relyng
^
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I HAVE faid, there was much obtained by the treaty of

Utneht', it is requifite that I ihould make this good, be*

caufe, for many years, the contrary has been taken for

granted; and I lare fay, there are many thousands of

people in England, who think we left much, and none

of our allies got any thing by that peace. The true

ilandard for adjufting this, muft be the ends of the war ,

for as no war can be juft, in which the aggreffors know

BOt for what they light, fo no peace can be a bad one, by

which

fbrther on the vain hopes of gaining more advantageous terms, by

protra^ng the war a year longer. She had carried it on for

lometime under that profped. without reaping the benefits pro-

pofed, even atjun£lures that feemed mod favourable to her de-

mands, and to the pretenfions of her allies. She had, indeed, by

that means, raifed the glory of her arms ; but fhe could not think

this a fufEcient recompence for the encreafing miferies of her peo-

ple, and therefore refolved to lay hold of this opportunity, then

offered to her, of ending the war with a peace, if it might be

obtained upon terms e^iety way juft, fafe, and honourable ; and

thofe who were then employed in her majefly*s councils,

thought themfelves obliged to fecond her g«od intentions

in this cafe, and to obey her commands with all readinefs.

The faid earl prefumes, on this occafion, to mention to your

lordihipt, the faying of as wife a man, and as great a general, as

the lail: age produced, the duke of Parma, when France was in a
far lower condition than now, being almoft equally divided be-

tween two contending parties, and Spain was _t the height of its

glory, and he himfclf at the head of a Spanifh army, fupported

one of thofe parties after Paris itfelf had been befieged by the

other J it was his opinion (and the advice he gave to his majefty

the king of Spain was grounded upon it) *• That if France were
" to begot only by reducing its towns, the world would fooner be
•* at an end than iuch a war." The queen feemcd at this time,

with better reafon, to frame the like judgment, and it was there-

fore her pleafure, and a great inftanc*! {^s the faid earl conceives)

of her wifdom and goo'^nefs, to think of fecuring a peace, while
/he appeared able to carry on the war, her armies being full and
rumerous, and before the exhiufted condition of her kingdoms,

and the impoflibility on her lide, of maintaining fo d'fproportioa-

ed an exptnce, was dlfcovered by her enemies

\
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which the ends of the war are obtained. In the firft

place, we fought againft France to fettle our felvcs ; that •

crown had i.. ver explicitly acknowledged our government

here at home. We fought next, for fettling the ballance

of power in Europe^ by obtaining a reafonable faiisfa^ion

for the claims of the houfe of Aujiria to Spain and the

Indies. Another motive to the war was, the fecuring a

barrier to the Dutch^ and an adequate recompencc to ihm

reft of our allies, for the injuries they had received from

France, Let us fee now, what was obtained by the

treaty of Utrechty upon thefe fcveral heads. In the firft

place, the title of queen Anne was acknowledged in the

Urongeft and moft explicit terms; the fettlement of the

fucceflion in the illuftrious houfe of Hanjver^ was like*

wife owned, and the perfon who c'aimed before the

queen, and to defeat whofe pretenlions, the a£l of fettle-

ment was made, was excluded the dominions of France^

and his moft cbriftian majefty promifed never to admit

him again, though he had owned him over and over ; and

he likewife promifed never to afljft or protefl him, or

any of his adherents. As to the fecond, a reafonable fa-

- tisfadion was obtained for the emperor, though he refufed

to accept it j and the moft folemn renunciations of the

two branches of the houfe of Bourbon^ are inferted in the

body of the treaty itfelf, in order, as far as the thing was

poflible, to fecure all Europe againft the apprehenfions of

feeing the crowns of France and Spain devolve upon one

prince; and, to obviate another objection as to the com-

merce of l^ew Spain, it is exprelly provided, that the

French fliould enjoy no privilege of navigation thither,

beyond what had been enjoyed under the kings of Spain^

of the JuJIrian line. In regard to our allies, it is plain,

that the duke of Scivoy, who indeed well deferved it, ha-

ving

MM
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ving (teadily adhered to the alliance in times of the deep-.

eft 4iftrefs, had full fatisfadjiioo given hiai, and in fuch a

manner tco, as had a vifible tendency to the properly fix-

ing the ballance of power } and the kings of Portugal^

Prufflaj and the States, v;cre lilccwife faiisfied. I know

it may be faid, that there was a force upon the latter \ but

I know people are very unfit judges in their own caufc,

and that the States got by this treaty, not only fuch a

barrier, as feemed reafonable to us, but as good a one a$

tlie emperor thought fit for them, after all our fucceiles,

and when the allies w«re upon the bcft terms with each

other. To fay then, that the treaty of Utrecht did no-

tking, and that all cur expcnces, and all our vi^ories in

that long war, were abfoluiely thrown away, is much be-

yond the truth } but that a better treaty mjght have been

made, I (ball not difpute, becaufe I thir^k there is no ar<*^

guing about pofllbilities ".

Before I part with this treaty, however, Imuftob-

ferve, that it was vtry extraordinary in one refpeft \ it

procured us much greater advantages,.! mean the people

of

" The account bifhop Burnet has given us, will be fufHcient to

clear up to the reader, the fatisfadion fecured to the princes and

ilatrs engaged with us in the war. " As for the allies, fays he,
*' Portugal and Savoy were fatisfied ; the emperor tvas to have

the dutchy of Milan, the kingdom of Naples, and the Spa-

nifh Netherlands ; Sicily was to be given to the duke of Sa*

voy, with the title of king ; and Sardinia, with the fan)9

title, was to be given to theeleflor of Bxvaria, in lieu of his

lofTes ; the ftates were to deliver np Lifle, and the little peaces

about it : and befides the places of which they were poireiTed^

they were to have Namur, Charlcroy, Luxcmburgh, Ypres,

and Newport ; the king of PrulTia was to have the upper

Guelder, in lieu of Orange, and the other eftates, which the

family had in Franche ConAte**. This was all I think necef-

fary to infert here, with relation to our treaty ; the emperor waf

:o have time t« (he firft of June to declare his accepting of it.

<«
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cf Grtat Britain^ as \ trading nation, than any treaty I

)Lnow of, before or fince ; and upon thefe, I mud parti-

cularly infift, becaufc they are immediately within my
province. We have feen, that Dunkirk was long before

put into our haqds; let us now fee, what was to become

of it ; and btecaufe this is a point that has been fince, and

may be hereafter, attended with warm difputes, I think

it neceflary to tranfcribe the ninth article of the treaty,

by which this great point, (great indeed, if we confider

either the humbling Franctj or fecuring our felves^ was

eiTeflually fettled. Thus it runs. ' The moll chrillian

•^ king (hall take care, that all the fortifications of the

" city of Dunkirk be razed j that the harbour be filled '

<5 up ; and that the fluices, or moles, which fcrve to

'5 cleanfe the harbour, be levelled, and that at the faid

*.' king's own cxpcnce, within the fpace of five months

*5 after the conditions of peace are concluded and figned ;

*' that is to fay j the fortifications towards the fea, within

•^ the fpace of two months i and ihofe towards the land,

•;' together with the faid banks, within three months ; on
*.' thi3 expr^fs condition aUja, that tho faid fortifications,

** harbour, moles, or fluices, be never repaired again".

The demolition of this place was of prodigious impor-

laoce ; it lies but thirteen league? from the fouth Fpreland^

and any eafterly wind, which carried our fljips down the

channel, brings out thofe at Dunkirk, to meet and inter-

cept them ; which, during the two lafl wars, made it of-

ten fufpe^ed, ll.at the French had intelligence, either

i^'om our admiralty, or fecretary's offices though very-

probable without fouivlation, fince the very fituation of

the place furnifhcd the enemy with advantages; enough

for the eaft end of the channel, which is fo much expe-

nd to Dunkir^y is but fevcn leagues broad, and gives them

an

,'!":
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in opportunity of feeing our fliips from fide to fide. It

clearly appears from hence, that fix parts m nine of our

tndc from the port of London^ is ficed from moft of the

hazards in the laft war ; and though part of this muft be

fxpcfcd when it paffes through the chops, or weftern en-

trance of the channel, yet it muft be confidered, that it

was liable alfo to this before, fo that no new inconveni-

ence is created ; and befides, this is only the fouih trade 5

fuch (hips as go to Holland^ Hamburgh^ or the north, arc

abfolutely free. Befides all this, the demolition of Dun-

iirif is an irretrievable blow to th^ French naval power,

ind even to their trade, efpecially to the Uyi-Indies j fo

that a clearer proof could not be of our fuperior force,

«nd of their diftrefs, than the fubmiflioii of Franct to this

article. It is true, they endeavoured to (hift off, and after-

wards to mitigate the execution of it ; but in vain. Thtf

queen infifted upoa Dunkirk*^ being demoliflied efFeftual-

ly, according to the letter, and it was demolifhcd as effec-

tually as could be defired ; whether ever it Ihall be refto-

red, fo as to become, as in times paft, a terrot to the

JngHJb nation, depends upon ourfelves and future admi-

niftraiions ''.

By the loth and nth articles, the countries compri-

fed in the charier of the Hudfon*s-Bay company, of

which, the French had got polleffion, partly in the time

of peace, and pirtly in that of war, were to be reftored j

and not only reftorcd, but his moft chriftian majefty far-

ther ftipuhitedy that whatever had been taken in time of

peace.

4 ^ Burnet, Oldmixon, complete biftory of Europe for the year

•^s;^*...^ .I713» l*f^ ^^ queen Anne, Continuation of Rapin's hiftory, the
''

'importance of Dankirk confidered, French faith in the demoJi-

tion of Dunkirk, and many other pamphlets upon the fame fub-

}e£l, publiflied in chofe times.
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pface, or whatever injuries had been done to the Hudforfy^

Bay company, before the commenceatcnt of the wtr,

fitould be fairly examined, and full f^tisfadlion made.

The like is Itipulated, with refpedt to the depredations, hf

M. Cajfard^ in the Lmuard iJlaods, after the negotiations

for peaco were begun. By the 12th article, the iiland of

St. Cbrijiophtrs, and the whole country of Nova Scstia,

arc yielded up to the queen of Great Britain^ as by the

13th article, is the whole country of Newfoundland; but

the ifland of Cape BreUn^ is by the fame article given up

to France ; which has been reprefented as a mionflrous

piece of complaifance ; though there fecnis to be great rea-

fon to believe, it was much lefs owing to the inclination

of the Etigli/h minillers, than to their inability of ftand-

ing out any longer againfl the oppofition carried on «t

home } and for this reafon it is made one of the charges

againft the earl of O^/^ri/, in the 13th article of his im-

peachment, wherein it was affirmed, that Cape Breton

was part of Nova Scotia ; and the earl in his anfwer to

that article ailerts, that he had gone no farther than king

IVilliaKt had gone in the treaty of Ryfwick, But, how-

ever we might fail as to the point of Cape Breton^ yet

undoubtedly we acquired more by the treaty of Utrtcht^

than by any of our former treaties j I mean at the expence

of the French^ who at the time this treaty was figned*

were actually in pofleflion of Placentia in Newfound-

land'',

But,

* The earl of Oxforl even after he was impench«?cl, thought

he had a right to value himfelf upon this treaty : and therttore'.

in his anfwer, after having taken notice of the difHcuUies lO;

which we were reduced by the war, he proceeds to fpeak in the

foUowirg terms, of the ;idvantages accruing from tnc treaty of
Utrecht

J' "'li

It'll
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B(JT/;.>e(ides thcfc mighty advantages, there wertcy-

thers itill more coniiderable (the 'demolition of X>«//^/Vl

only excepted) procured fiom the crown of Spain j for

by the loth article, (he full and entire property of the

town and caftle of Gibraltar^ with all things thereto be-

longing.

Utrecht. At this jundlure the qaeen entered upon a negotiation

of peace, with circumft mccs of great honour to herfelt' ; France

applying to her firil on this account, preVioufly owning her titlf,

and acknowledging the right of the protclUnt fticceffion, twtf

chief grounds upon which the declaration of the lail war was

built. As to the allies, it was conduced in the fame nr.anntr

as all treaties of peace, in confederacii ?^ have ever been, a;1d

according to the krown laws of nations in fuch cafes, the firll

inotioii and the fevcral Heps to it, as fafl as they ripened into

profofals fit for confideratioh, being without delay communica-

ted to the Hates aencral. By the terms of this peace, as al)

reafonable fatisfaftion and fecurity, due to any of the allies by

treaty, were obtained for them by the queen, and their jufl prc-

tenfions effcAually fupported, fo larger advantages were adually

procured for Great- Britain in particular, than ever had been de-

manded before in any treaty or negotiation, between this and any

other foreign flate. The faid earl craves leave on this occa.

fion, to appeal to your IcrrdOups, whether all tht eilds for which

the war was entered into, have not by this treaty been fully at-

tained f Whether it does not appear by the bell of proofs, ex-

perience, that the kingdoms of France and Spain, are, by the

conventions of this treaty, moll efF'^Aually feparated ? And whe-
ther any other expedient could have ^an fo fuccefsful to this pur-

pofe, as that whereby it is now happily brought about ? Whe-
ther the ballance of power in Europe be not now upon a better

foot, than it has been for an hundred years pail ? Whether the

advantages that have accrued to Great Britain by this treaty do
not appear, and have not appeared in the fecurity of the pro-

teftant luccefHon, and in his majelly's peaceable acceffion to the

thinne, with the univerfal applaufe of his fubjedts } in the addi-

tion made to our wealth in the great quantities of bullion lately

coined ae the mint -i by the valt increafe of (hipping employed
fmce the peace, in the fifhery and in merchandize, and by the re-

markable rife of the culloms upon import, and of our manufac-^

ture, and the growth of our country upon export ? For the proof

of which particulars, he refers himfelf to thofe offices and book?,

wherein an authentic account of them is contained.
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fonging, are gIVcn up to the crown of Gnat Britain^ in

propriety to be held, and enjoyed abfolutely, with all

manner of right for ever, without any exception, or im-

pediment whatfocver. By the tith article, his catholic

majefly doih in lil^e manner, for himfelf, his heirs, and

Jucceflbrs, yield to the crown of England^ the . whole

ifland of AJinorca^ transferring to the faid crown for evcr^

2X[ right, and the moll abfolute dominion over the faii

ifland, and in particular over the town, cadle, and fortifW

cations of Port-Mahone, All that Sptiin refervcs to its

felf, being no more than the right of pre-em^ :ion, in cafe

the crown of Great-Britain fhall at any time think fit to

alienate or difpofc of the faid fortrefs of Gilraltarj or

ifland of ^/«wvtf. By the 13th and 15th articles, the

JJftento treaty is confirmed as fully, effeftually, and au*

thenticatiy, as if the fame had been repeated word for

word" in the faid treaty, which was figned at Utrecht, on

the 2d of July, O. S. by the bifliop of BrtJIo/y then lord

privy feal, and the earl of Strafford^ her majefty's pleni-

potentiaries, and the duke ^if OJjfunay and the marquis de

Monteleorty j)lcnipotentiarIe8 from his catholic majefty "f.

The

^ A"8 to this trealy with Spain, the carl of Oxford, in his an-

fwer to the impeachment, let us into a idfi of very grrat im-
pt)rt ; for, (ays he. As for the matters concerted previoufly wtth

France, for the particular intecell of £rgland, without the ori-

ginal intervention of Holland, th;: States were fo far from pro-

teding againil her inajefly''s fPv'afurcs, and condemning ner con-
dhdl in this refpeft, that thiir mintfter preferred Ifeveral time? ia

their name, to have led the w&y in the mod difHcult part of the

whole negotiation, and to have done his utmoft to f?.cihcate the

conclufion of it, provided his mafters might have a (hare in the

Afliento Contraft, and trade to the Spini(h Wcft-InfJies,. one off

thofe advantages which France had difcovered ils willingnefs /houlii

be allowed, previouflj^, ^d eotireiy to England.
1 ^- .

Il I t;
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The Affiento has Hnce made fu great a figure in our

fiiflortes, and there wili be fuch frequent occafion to men*

tion it in the fubfequent cart of this work (as that con-

tra(5l is the bafis of the South^Sea trade) tha.t.,I^^fuul my-

ielf under a neceffity, as well fojr the ^ke of oiider and

perfpicuity, as for the^pecf^fhiancg of whiil l^>pr^ircd,

to enter into a full and r$^guf^i account of dtt tbe ileps-

taken for ere£ling and eftablifliing this great Qom^y^
which was one of the moft (ignal pe|^raiauce$ off the

Oxford minijfry. The earl of Godolphiin^ and;.Jbis., friends^

had been peculiarly happy in the condudV of publi(: affairs,

and t^e maintenance of public credit, (b lopg^^^^c^^p-

polition given thenv did not rife (o high,/:^ ^^
their carrying public points in the hou%

but after they once found tbemfel^i^ m^tl^i^^tuatov

their difficulties grew upoo them daily, fo/that t^)?,^er«

forced to cpotra^^ dd>cs in the public fervice, excluGve,

of fuch a$ .w^re^contraded by, and provided for annual*

"ly by parliament. At firft thefe debts were feldom men-,

tioned, fome of them being pretty old, aod others incurred

by deficiencies, and tbe application of funds to other fer*

vice*: than they were orignally defigned for. The draw-

ing thefe debts out of obfcurity, and declaring them unpro-

videdJor, was one of the firft a^s of the new miniflry ^
Their

* The Debts declared by the flatate, are ae follow.

Debt to the navy, old, new and deficient — ^—
Debt to the ordnance - « "

'

Debt to tranfport- fervice > '' '..
Old army-debentares of laft war •— i.., •—
Deficient tallies 8 Guliel

ProviiioQ for the navy, 061, Nov. Dec. 17 lo »—

Carried over

5*130.539

154.324'

424,791
1,018,656

12,024

37«.859
»- II

7.»»9i«93
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Their next care was, to form the proprietors of tbcfe

debts into a company, which, they conceived, would be

is much dependent upon them, as the Bank^ or Eaji-

India toiripany had been on the former miniftry. But

the bufincft was, to find out a proper pretence for ereding

fuch a new company ; and this was very happily found,

and very dexteroufly applied. It was always matter of

wonder to the greateft part of this nation, why the war

*vas not pufhed in the IVeft-Indiei j efpecially, fince there

\vas a claufe in the grand alliance, whereby we were en*

titled to hold whatever we could conquer in thofe parts.

Some political reafons, however, reftrained the vigour of

our arms in that particular j and this, though the old mi-

niftry were very little to blame in it, made c ne great to-

pick of public clamour. When a thing is once made the

theme of common difcourfe, many lights come to be ftruck

out in relation to it, that were not thought of before;

Snd this was the cafe here : feme merchants of Brijhl

taking this matter into confideration, began to apprehend,

that, however the minidry might be bound, private per-

fons were not obliged to let flip advantages of this nature

;

and therefore, they refolved to fit out two (liips for the

South Seas^ upon their priv.iie account; which they did;

and thefe (hips returning in the year 17 n, after having

made many rich prizes, the wealth of tba Ssuth Seat

Vol. IV. Q. came
'

|- - —
-f M^i III I . Ill r I I _ I . , '1

I
• ' .1 I -

Brought over 7,119.193
Subfidics to the Dutchy of Hanover, 1696 —; 85,00 :>

Interell on ditto, from Cbriflmas i;^ioand ijii — ^Yty
Loans on cuftouis, &c. 8 Anra: — — ^ i 29(5.r<2

Intereft on ditto — 74,876
Interell on the whole, from LaJy day to Chriftniaf, 1 7 1 1 3 06 325
To the year's fervice 1711 '

'

" 500,000
Add, for odd Ihillinjjs and pence *- —» -;-;—

5

1
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came to make a great noife. This determined the new
miniftry to join an ample fecurity for the debts hitherto

unprovided for, with the profpedl of the trade to the South

Seas, and by this means, fix their whole defign at once<

Upon this plan, they made feme propofals to the monied

people, who having been long attached to the former ad-

minillration, treated the whole as chimerical, and a pro-

jedt that could never be brought to bear. I mention this

circumftancc, only to fhew how little dependence (houM

be placed on the refolution of men who are known to be

governed by nothing but their interefts ; for» notwithftand-

ing their flighting the propofel when it was firft made,

lord Oxford^ and his friends, carried on this fcheme with

fucccis".

•
'

;

In

1

1

» As the bufinefs of this voyage to the South Seas very nearly

concerns the fubjeft of this work, it may not be amifs to take

notice, as concifely as poffible, of the mod remarkable circum-

ftances attending this afl&ir. The fhips fitted out upon this occa-

fion, were, the duke of thirty guns, and 1 70 men, commanded
by captain Woods Rogers; and the dutchefs, of twenty-fix guns,

150 men, under the command of captain Stephen Courtney. The
famous captain Dampier, whofe voyages have made him known
throughout Europe, was on board one of thefe veflels, as pilot;

they ^iled from firiftol on the i(t of Auguft, I708» and having

happily pjafTed the flreights of Magellan, they not only took fe-

veral ihips in the ^ ath Seas, but feversl towns al(b upon the

coaft ; and on the 2 2d of December, 1709, they met with the

Acapulco (hip, that is, the lefler of the two fhips which fail an-

nually from the £aft- Indies to Mexico ; fhe was of the burthen

of 400 ton, and carried twenty guns, and as many pattararoes.

The a£lion lafled about half an hour, and the value of the prize

was about 2,000,000 pieces of eight ; the larger Acapulco fhip

fell alfo in their way, which they attacked two days fuccefilvely ;

but, as (he was of 900 ton burthen, and had 600 men on board,

they found it impofTible to take her, which made them determine

to return by the Eafl-Indies ; captain Dover being appointed com-

mander of the Acapulco fhip, with which they arrived fafely is

the dowo!!» on the 2d of O^ober^ 17 u»

dcr
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In the firft place, they took care to give a very plaufi-

bie account to the world, of the nature of this undeN

taking ; and, which (hewed iheit political dexterity, they

made the very contempt^ which was at firft expreflcd for

their defign, fubfervient to its promotion; for they gaV6

out, that the laft miniftry having been carelefs of the na-

tion's intereft in this r»?fpe<5ti were defirous of covering

their reputation, by reprefenting that as itnpradicabltfi

which they had never attempted. They took notice, like-

wife, of its having been always thought the fnreft way of

diftrefling the Spaniards ; and, to demonstrate this, they

printed a propofal of the like nature, which was made in

parliament, fo long ago as in the year 1624. They fur-

ther obfervedi that this was profecuting the wat againft

the French tooj who carried on a mighty trade in the

South Seas^ and were adually making feitlements there;

This took oflf the edge from every argument that could be

ofFeredi as to the impoflibility of the defign ; for all who

talked in that ftile^ were confidered now as enemies to

the Englijh nation, and pcifons abfolutely in a foreign in-

tereft; Td give the thing the higheft glofs, and to fix the

li. ion in a full opinioh of the great profit that might be

made by this trader care was taken to circulate a notion

in Holland^ about the time that fir Hovehden If^alker un-

dertook his expedition againft Canada^ that the true in-

tent of that arrhament was againft Penu This had the

defigned effcdl j tlje Dutch took umbrage at it, and ex-

prefled loudly enough their diflatisfadlion at our entering

on any fuch vievt^s. This anfwered the end propofed, and

begot an extraordinary concurrence in the new fchcme

here. The debts unprovided for, were next liquidated at

$»47i>3ai^' on wJiich, an annuity at the rate of 6/. per

(enu was granted until the principal was paid, which

0^2 amounted

1

,
*-
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amounted to 568,279/. The company were incorporated'

for carrying on a trade to the South Seas ; and by their*

charter, there was inverted in them, and their fucceflbrs,-

the fole trade into, and from, all the kingdoms and land*

on the caft fide of Jmerua, from the river Oroonoco^ tO'

the fouihermoft part of Terra del FuegOj and on the weft

fide thereof, from the faid fouihermoft part of Terra del

Fueg^t through the South Sea, to the northermoft part of

Jhteriia, and mto, and from all the countries, i/lands, and^

places within the iaid limits, which are reputed to belong-

to Spai% or which {hall hereafter be found out, or dif-

covered within the limits aforefaid, not exceeding three

hundred leagues from the continent ei America, on the faid

Weft fide thereof, except the kingdom of Brazil, and fuch

other places on the eaft-fide of America, a^ are now in the

pofleffion of the king of Portugal, and the country of

Surinam, in the pofleffion of the States General. And to

give the thing the greater fandtion, the faid company, and

none elfe, were to trade within the laid limits-j and if :.'ny

Other perion (hall trade to the South Seas, they fha)l forfeit

the (hip and goods, ind double their value : one fourth

part to the crown ; another fourth part to the profecutor 5

tnd the remaining half to the ufc of the company. And

}X is alfo provided that the company (hall be the fole owners

of the iflands, forts^ iffc, which they (hall difcover, and

eredl within the laid limits, to be held of the down, un-

der the annual rent of one ounce of .gold, and of all

(hips taken as prize, by the (hips- of the faid company,

and the company may feizc by force o^ arms, all other

Britijh (hips, trading ifl thofc feas. The ftock of this corpo-

ration was to arife from the fubfcription of thefe public

debts, and the mm of 8,279 /. was gt-anted for thw charged

of management , and as trade could not be carried on

wiAout
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'Without money, fo the governor and dirc(5lors of the new

-company, had power by their charter, to make any call,

not exceeding ten per Cent, for the profecution of this

traded

The lord high treafurer Oxford^ than whom no mi-

nifter had cleaner hands, or a founder head, faw, with

great fatisfadion, the South Ssa company's (lock fubfcrib-

ed, by the very people who had treated his projeiH: as a

^chimera. He knew, inuch better than they, how far it

was chimerical ; he knew, that no advantageous trade

could be carried on, according to the fcheme of the char-

ter ; but when the charter was granted, it was tco early

for him to difcover what iic really meant by trade to the

^ South S^'as. In the year 1713, the f/J/tenio treaty, or^

agreement between king Philip of Spain^ and the Guinea

company in Franae^ for the furnifhing negroes to the

\ IPeft Indies, determined; and the lord treafurer had an

agent of his in Spain^ who took notice of it to the duke

^..d'Ofuna^ hinting alfo that the grnnting this to the Englijh^

, might prove a means towards bringing about a peace

;

rtnafmuch, as it was one of tJie principal points propofed

-by the private treaty between Grxat Britain and king

Charlesy the propofal was eagerly embraced, becaufe it not

only had a tendency to anfwer the great eind of fettling

king PhiUp*s title ; but it alfo gave a handle to the Spaniards

to rid themfelves of the French, whofe dealings m iheSouih

^eas had long given them great umbrage ; and thus this

iWife and able minifter broiight about in Spain, what few

,had any thoughts of in England; and procured this to be

Q. 3 offered

•» See the «ft of parliament, the charter of the company, and a

fiamph'et cntit'cji, The true Defi^n and Advaniages of t x Sou:h

Sea irade» &c. .

.^iiUhII
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offered by king Philip, as a means of conciliating the in*

icrefts of the two crowns, and renewing the old corref-

pondejice between the two nations. }n ponfequenee of

this, a project, confiding of forty-t\4ro articles, was de-

vlivered to his catholick majefly, who, on the ^6th of

March, J7'3» ratified them by his royal decree ^i Ma^
drid ; and thefc are the articles fo fojemnly confirmed in

the treaty of peace before-mentioned, and which have

been the bafis of the tradp carried on by the &0uth Sea com-

r pany ; and which, if it has not, might certainly have

. been made pxtreamly beneficial to this nation ^

\ This AJJiento contradl ftipi^latcs, in the firft placr, that

from the ift of May 17135 to the ift of May 1743, the

, company ihall tranfport into the Sp/inijh ^eji-lndies,

144,000 negroes of both fexes, and of all ages, at thej^aie

of 4800 negroes every year ; that for each negro the Jj-

fientijii ihall pay 33 1-3 pieces of eight, in full for all

royal duties j that the faid Ajfientijls (hall advance his Ca-

tholic majefty 200,000 pieces of eight, upon the terms

prefcribed in the contraft ; that twice a year they (hall pay

the before-mentioned duties of 4000 negroes, his Catholic

majefty giving them the duty on the other 800, to ballance

their r'^-», and extraordinary cxpences; that his Catholic

<najefty, and the queen of Great Britain (hall each be con-

cerned a quarter part in the faid trade, and (hall be allow^

ed a quarter of the profits, which (hall be accounted for,

by the Jjjieniijis, upon oath, that during the (pace, nei-

ther the French Guiney company, or the fubjeds of any

other crown, (hall have any licence to ipiport negroes

;

^nd m cafe they (hould import them, they (hall be con-

.
' fider^d

>
'

c Set the Affieoto treaty in the third volume of the collection of

treaties, and the feveral pamphlets written that year lii fupport o(

the mioiftry, and in juftification of the peace.

1%
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fidered as contraband, and the company (hall have power

to confifcate them, with many other claufes for the fe-

curity of this trade, which is not heceflary for me here

to mention. I fhall content myfelf with obfervina, that

the rights and privileges granted by this contra^, were al!

by diredion from the queen, properly afligned to the

South Sea company ; and though it might be, as I beiicve

it was, true, that a little jobbing was pradlifed in making

the aflignments, yet the whole was moft advantageouf Uj

.this nation i and if we have not reaped fuch benefits from

this contract, as we might have done, we ought not to

blame the treaty of Utrecht, but ourfelves ; for there is

no ferving any nation, after it is come to a certain height

of corruption.

I T has been fuggefted, th^t, whatever benefits we
might receive by this treaty, there were ilill much greater

advantages, that might have been acquired, if we had

not fuffcred them to /lip through our fingers. I fhall take

fome notice of thefc. In the firft plact, it has been faid

that we might at that time have made ourfelves mailers of

the Indies, or at leaft of the trade of them. I do not fee

how this can be proved. For on the one hand, our open

enemies were extremely ftrong there, fo as not only to

aft upon the dcfcnfivc, but even to attack, and that fuc*

cefsfuUy too, the fettleracnts of our allies, the Portugueze;

and on the other hand, not the Dutch only, but all the

confederates were extremely averfe to our making con-

quefts in the Wefi-Indiei ; which, was the true and only

reafoxj why, under the cail of Godolphin^s miniftry, they

were forborn. In timexjf war, therefore, it does not ap-

pear we were able to do much againft the Spaniards^ and

againft the French^ we were ft ill in a worfe condition

;

for ip the illands ihey were too ftrong for us, from their

0,4 haying
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having but few colonics, and ihofc well peopkdj and io

Canada^ they found the fituation of the country and iti

climate, fufficiently defended them againft all we could do.

Ir was only in Newfoundland^ that we had any profpedt

of making conquers j and there they gave us up Placentia;

the only place they held. I have already mentioned the

affair of Cape Breton^ which fome writers have called a

mine of gold, given up by the treaty of Utrecht to the

French j and the rcafon affigned for it, is this : that if

thai ifland h^d not been left to the French, we (hould have

poflefled the fiftiery in that part of the world without a ri-

val ; and might confecjuently have made what market of

it we pleafed. Yet, however palatable this reafon may

be at hotne, I am fure, notjiing raifes us fo many enemies

abroad \ tiiis notion of iponop'olizing trade, and (hutting

our neighbours out of it \\y force, has a very bad effe<f>i

and is the engine conftantly made uleof by the French, to

prejudice our good allies the Dutch againft us. I crave

leave to add, that experience hath Ihewn the h(S. to be
'

otherwife, than it was then reprefented ; we were, till the

prefent breaking oijt of the war with Spain, in pofleflion

of a Very great trade in Newfoundland i and, whenever a

definitive peace is made, care ^ill no doubt be taken, that •

it (hall be reftored t# us in its full extent, anci then t

conceive we (hall have no great caufe to murmur.

We find it alfo obje(5led, that greater fecurity was not

obtained for us in the Mediterranean i where, they fay;

we (hould not only have had Gibraltar, but a territory

round it. It were to be wiChcd, they had given us a plan

of this fortrefs, with the territory they expedled, and then

at the clofe of the laft war, perhaps, it might have bccii

obtained. But it i? our misfortune, that even in points oF

fuch importance as thefe/ we borrow our opinions, rather

fro^^
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(((m the parties to which wc attach ourfclvcs, than from

the nature of things themfclvcs. Ftr let it be remember-

ed, that many of thofe who infilled Vv'th the utmoft vehe-

mence on this error, in the treaty of Utrecht^ afterwards,

whqn their jTcheme pf politics were changed, were as warm

in afleriing, th.'^t Gibraltar and Port-Mahon too, were of

little or no ufe, and we;e adlually inclined to give them

up to Spain-t not in confideration of apy equivalent to be

given to Great Britain^ but in order to have fuch a peace

made, as would fuit the intered of pur foreign allies. It

js not, therefore, eafy to difcern through the mifls of

parties, what, in this refpe<5l, are the true interefts of Bri^

tain. All that can be fairly faid of th!s matter, lies in a

narrow compafs j the fccurity of our trade in the Medi^

terraneatty is well provided for, by our having in our pof-

feflion, the very bed haven in the Meiitcrraman^ I mean
that of Port'MahoHy the influence derived from which,

when properly attended to, muft always make us maftcra

of thofe feas, and put it ou; pov'er to give law to .he

French. If an Engl'ijh civil govemnient were once eitab*

liflied in the ifland of Minorca ^ and a town created i '-.eic^

capable of becoming the centre of our tiade in tjiofe parts,

we (hould very foon fee the worth of that ifland, and re-

cover the beft part of the trade we have loft. But mili-

tary governments agree fo little with the induftry of a trad-

ing people, a;id are in themfelves fo repugnant to the

g,enius of the BrittJI) nation, that I do not at all wonder

tnen of good fen/e of iiil parties, have fecretly an inclina-.

tion, that both Gibraltar and Minorr.a, fhould be givei)

up for the fame reafon that the patriots in king Charles IL

reign, forced him to part with Tangier, But, be this a?

it will, ve certainly have jio ri^ht to cry dovyn the xxezty

of
ij.
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of Utrecht, for furnifhing us with advantages, which our

own corruption will not allow us to keep.

To conclude this part of my fubjeft, I muft obfcrve,

that upon the clofe of the war, the French found thcm-

fclves totally outed of all pretenfions to the dominion of

the fea. We have in part, demonftrated this, in the laft

volume ; but, fomething more remains to be faid here.

Moft of our conquefts, indeed all of them that were of

any ufe to us, were made by our fleets. Sir George Rooke

look Gibraltar, and fir John Leake reduced Minorca ; and

it is alfo evident, that it was our fleet alone that fupported

king Charles in Catalonia, and kept the king of Portugal

Heady to the grand alliance ; which, befides the advantages

it brought to the common caufc, fecured to us the invalu-

able proflts of our trade to that country ; and all this,

agaifill the fpirit, genius, and inclination of the king of

Portugal, and their minifters, who were all, at that time,

m the French interefls in their hearts ; from which, they

had never departed, fo much as in Ihew, if the moft

Chriflian king had been able to perform what we did

;

fincc, it is well known, that the Portugueze firft ofl«rcd

themfelves to, and contraded an alliance with, that

monarch, and his grand-lbn of Spain, At the fame time,

our fleets prevented the French from fo much as failing on

the Mediterranean, where they had made a figure in the

laft war, and kept many of the Italian ftates in awe.

The very Algerines, and other piratical ftates of Barbary^

contrary to their natural propenfity to the French, were

now obfequious to us, and entertained no manner of doubt

of the fuperiority of our flag. To fpeak the truth, the

flicknefs of the Dutch, in ^ending (hips to this part of the

world, had in this relpefl, an efl?ed happy enough for us,

iince it occafioned our being confidercd as the leading powet*

by
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by all, who had any concern! with us and them. Yet,

it muft be admitted, that in the courfe of tbb war, the

Frtnch performed fome extraordinary exploits in the attack-

ing the fleets and colonies of us, and our allies, at which

we need not wonder, fmce now, this was all they had in

their power \ and though it didurbed us a good deal,

and brought them fome profit, yet it was more a mark

of their weaKnefs, than of ours j for what greater, what

more glorious argument of our naval force, than our fink^

ing a great m.^itime power into a petty piratical ilate?

Let us but confider the figure that France made at the be-

ginning of the laft war, and at the end of this. She had

then her fleets as well as we ; nay, ihe bad fometimes. bet-

ter fleets ; inilead of waiting till ihe was attacked, or giv>

ing us the trouble to go and feck her l^uadrons at a dlil«

ance, (he fpread thp fea with her navy, and infulted us

upon our own coafls ; though we had Sfain for us in ail

that war, yet it was thought extremely dangerous for Uf

to winter in its ports; and every body knows, every body

may fee from this, and other hiflories, that, while w<5

prote<Sed Spain^ by our fleets, we were often in danger^

for want of them, of being invaded by France at home.

3ut, in this war, the enemy feldom appeared at fea, and

always quitted it at our approach. Our naval empire com-

menced from the battle of Malaga ; the exiindion of th<5

French force at fea, was in a manner completed by out

enterprize on 7^a/<?//. They were from that time,inc^*'

pable of any great expediiion, and the only aiteippt

of that kind they ms le, I mean the piiyful one on Scot-

landy very fully fhewed it. They Hole from our fiee^

through the advantage of winds and tides ; the apprehen-

fion of being overtaken, hindered them from landing, and

their return, was a plain flight. In a word, to fum up all,

we
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we had to deal in the firfl war with the fleets of BnJI
and 'touion, capable of difputing with us the dominion of

the Tea in our full (Irength; in this, if we could guard

againft the Piccaroons of St. Malofs, and Dunkirk^ all

was well ; our merchant-men fuffered fometimes ; but our

fleets and fquadrons were always fafe j nay, even in the

trivial war, between fingle (hipa, we had the advan-

tage, upon the whole, as appears by the admiralty's

computatiqn^ which (hews, not only the French fuffered

more thfin we, but, what I believe icw people have ob-

Xc<:ved, that they fuffered a third more in this war, than

they did in the laft, notwithdanding the many fea-iights

in that, and there being but a fingle one in this ".

There

' The truth of what is aflerted in this pangraf>h» will appear

at firft fight, by comparing the two (olWing lifts, which (hew

the lofs fuftained by England and France, in this war, with thofe

in vbl. iii. p. 231, 232. where we have ihewn what was loft on

.both fides in the laft war, and from whence it is inanifeft, that

the French loft 754 guns, and confequently 1 1,3 10 ton of ftiipping,

inore in this war tkjip in that. ' 1
•

A Lift of Englifh (hips lo(l, or t^ep, .in queen \v}*^i war

::;
^

French

iSr il
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There happened no further naval armaments within

(he compafs of this reign, except the fending i f^uadron

into the Mtditerranean^ under the command of fir Jama
Wtjhart \ thedellgn of it, without queftion, was to execute

what remained to be executed of the peace ; and, as his

catholic majeily was, at that time, intent on the redudlion

of Catalonia^ the Englijh fleet rendered him fome fervices $

which, however, made a great noife at home ; for, as

the Catalans had been originallj brought into the war by

the perfuafion of the queen's minifter, and upon repeated

promifes of her majefty's conftant fupport of them, it wa*

thought not a little extraordinary, that the Englijh fleet

(hould

i^rench (hips loft, or taken.
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iliould afford any countenance, much lefs aflillance, to

the enemies of that brave people, who ftiU confi^cred

tbemfelves as the allies of Gnat Britain, It is trut\<

that many plaufible things were offered in excufe of this

conduct. It was faid, that her majefty had done all that

lay in her power, to procure for thofe people, the continu-

ance of their ancient privileges ; and that, though (he had

not abfolutel/ fucceeded m this, yet (be had procured

them an equivalent for their antieht privileges ; which wa^

(baring thofe of Ca/iile^ and particularly that of being

capable of having a concern in the trade to the ffyi-Indiesi

from which, all other fubjedts of the crown of Spain are

excluded. To this it was added, that it was in a great

meafure owing to the faults of the Catalans themfelves,

that her4najci>y's interpofition did not fucceed to the full j

iince, while ^e was applying in their favour, to kin^

Phitipy they actually declared war againft hitn ; which,

put it out of her majefty's power to follicit for them any

longer. It was likewife alledged, that the emperor might

have ilipulated conditions for them, under the guaranty

of her majelly, in his provifional treaty for the evacua-

tion of that province ', fo that, upon the whole, it ought

to be underflood, that whatever mercy thefe people re-

ceived, flowed from the care taken of them by the queen

)

whereas, the many and great miferies they fuffered, were

abfolutely the effcds of their crrn preverfenefs and ob-

ftinacy.

But, that I may not appear an apologiftj rather thaii

an hillorian, I mult fpeak my fentiments fincerely of this

matter. The obligation that Great Britain was under^

to proteft thefe people, was very clear, and withal ^o

flrong, and fo binding on th j govertiment, that it is im-

polTible to conceive^ how any tniniilers| and efpecially

thofe
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thofc who countcr-figncd the very inllruftions for giving

fuch afTurances to the Catalans^ couki believe it rights

or could even imagioe it excufable, not to fecure theni

their privileges by the pcacr. As to their having this

In their power, it appears to me a thing abfolutely clear ;

for, when they firft thought of the ptface, they knew the

engagements they were under to thefe people^ and they

ought to have taken care, that what had been promifed

them upon the public faith, (bould have been performed*

Befides, it appears plainly by the treaty of peace with

Spain» that our miniflry had power enou^^h to obtain the

whole kingdom of Sicily for the duke of Savoy ; and one

cannot eafily conceive, that people, who were able to do

fo much to oblige one ally, (hould not be able to obtain

juftice for another. The truth feems to have been, that

the Spanijb court were very defirous of carrying this pointy

and found a way to gain our minifter, who was fent thi-

ther, before the formal conclufion of the treaty, lo relax

a little in this particular ; which, perhaps^ he did not con*

ilder, in the light that I do ; and afterwards^ it was im-

poflible to recover, what had been once departed from^

I am v^ry far^ however, from thinking, that all the

miniile'.s then about the qucen^ were culpable in this

matter. I have reafon to doubt, whether the lord trea<>

furer Oxford came into that meafure ; and I have authori-'

ty to fay, that the late duke of Buckingham/hire was far

from concurring in it, that he brought this matter twice

upon the carpet in council, and exerted all his interefl to

have prevented the Catalans from being given up as they

were. I am likewife ailured, that whatever iir James

JVi/hart did, was from his own conllrudtion of his in-

llrudtions, and not from any exprefs diredtions contained

in them. Thisj fo far as I have been able to Isarny is

the

!
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the truth, and the whole truth without difguife or aleyia-'

tion ; and, if there was any miniiler, whofc intcrcft with'

the queen contributed in any degree to thefe poor peopled

misfortune, I freely own, that I think he depariei in

this refpea from the duty he oWed his nittfreft and h\%

country.

I AM now to proceed ffom xht general hiftory 6f the na-

val operations in this reign, to (he particular hiemoirs of

fuch eminent fcamen as flouriihed under it j and as I havd

taken particular pains to be well informed as to their con-

duct and behaviour, fo 1 (hall deliver what has come id

my hands, with the utmou impartiality j at the fame time,

1 mull cxprefs my deep re2iret, that many cirCumftances

relating to the worthy ttien of whom I am to fpeak, ar6'

attended with more obfcurity than I could wifli, notwiih-

ftanding the recentnefs of the fa€l^, and the obligatloii

that public and private hiftorians were Under, to have pre-

ferved, as far as was in their power, whatever might

have contributed to the hon6ur of ihofe bravd men, who

fo gallantly expofcd theitifelves for the advantage of their

native country, and to' whofe courage and condudl wtf

iland indebted for the many advantages this nation llill en-

joys, as well as for the force and reputation of our rhari-

time power, which has extended itfelf to the moft diftant

parts of the world, and, under this reign particularly,

drew the higheft refpeft to the Englijh flag wherever it

appeared. As it fecured to us fuch a mighty accelTion ef

trade, that the {hipping of this kingdom was encreafed near

a third, in the (hort interval between the conclusion of the

peace, and the death of the queeo.

';<•

A
UZ^
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AS feme ought conftantlj to attend on virtue, {6^

without doubt, it ought to foilow, in a particular

manner, that kind of virtue which is of greateft ufe to

focijty ; I mean, true, aftive, and w^ll-condudled publib

fpirit. Thid it was, th^t diilinguilhed the gentleman of

whom I am to fpeak, and that in an age, when public

fpirit was not only out of faihion, but out of counte*

tenance j when a man who profeiled to love his country,

if known to have fenfe, was thought to be a hypocrite

^

and, if not known to have it, a Fool. Mr. Btnbow waf

neitb ' ; he had a fincerity that was never queftioned, and

a knowledge of men and things, which always procured

him credit, in whatever ftation he appeared. But there

Was this peculiar in his charadler, that he never procured

any addititoA of fortune or honour to himfelf, but where

fome good refulted frotti it to his country ; for this reafbdy

I have, with grest care, collected every circumftance, re-

lating to his progrefs through life, from private hands;

which I flattet liiyfelf will be fo much the more agreeable

to the pfttbiiCy from the Want of paihs in other writers, to

celebrate thd memiory of this great roan ; which they havef

rathei' injuM^, by heaping together idle and ill-founded

(iori^v ^d reprdenting, as the rough behaviour of a tarr*

that ifteady courage, and ftrid regard for difcipline, which

were not the foibles, as fome people would infinuate, but

the laudable qualities of this bdneft, gallant, and accom-

pIlHied admiral *•

Vol. IV. R li^

* AmoDgft other worthy gsntlemen to whom I ilaod indebted,

for many paitisulars mentioaed in thcfe mcaoirs, I am cfpeciail/

bound
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I T would, I think, be no refledlion upon the merit of

this worthy man, if he had really fprung, as fome authors

iuggeil he did, from a mean original: but the fa6t is

otherwife. He was dcfcended from the aniient and ho-

nourable family of the Benbow*By in the county of Salop j

which, though now funk in point of riches and credit,

is ftili remembered with honour, as it deferves to be, fince

the misfortunes of the family were not the cft'cdls of their

follies and vices, but owing to their firmnefs and fortitude,

and their \in(haken adherence to the good old . Engii/b

principles of loyalty and pairioiilm. When the civil war

broke out, king Charles I. relying ftrongly on the affec-

tion of the inhabitants of this county, repaired in perfon

to Shrnujiury, entered that city on the 20th of September^

1642, and the fame day made public declaration, that he

did not carry on this war from a thirit of blood, or of

conqueft, or of power, but from a defire of preferving his

own juft rights, and thofe of his people, fince he was de-

termined, if God gave him fuccefs therein, to be as tender

of the priviledges of parliament, as of his own prerogative.

Upon this declaration, the lords Newport and Littletou^

with the greateft part of the gentry in the county, came

in, and offered his majefty their fervice ; among thefe,

were Thomas Benbow, and John Benbow, efqrs. both men

of eftares, and both colonels in the king's fervice, of whofe

fortunes I am obliged to fay lomewhat, fince the latter

wai

bound to mention the late worthy Paul Calton, efq; of an antient

and honourable family in Bcrkihire, who married one of th«

daughters and ciheirefles of vice-admiral Benbow, and into

whofe hands many of his father-in 'law's papers came, after kit

dcceafe.
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vas the father of our admiral, and there were many things

worthy of being recorded, that befell them both ''.

When his majefty's affairs were thrown into abfolute

confuiion, and he was traiterouily murdered, fuch gen*

tlemen as had ferved in his army, retired into the coun-

try, and lived as privately as they could. But, though

their interefts were much reduced, and their fortunes in a

great meafure ruined, yet their fpirit remained unbroken,

and they adled as chearfully for the fervice of king

Charles II. as if they had never fuffcred at all by ferving his

father; fo much a better principle i? loyalty than corrupt

^tion. When, therefore, that prince marched from Scot-

landy towards JVorceflir^ the two Benbows^ amongft other

gentlemen of the county of Salop, went to attend him

;

and after fighting bravely in the fupport of their fovereign,

were both taken prifoners by the rebels. That unfortu-

nate battle was fought September 3, 1653; and foon aftei^,

a court-martial was appointed to fit at Chejiery wherein,

colonel Macworth had the chair as prefident, and majors

general Aditton, and other flaunch friends to the caufe,

affifled ; by whom, ten gentlemen of the firft families in

England, were illegally and barbaroufly fentenced to death,

for barely correfponding with his majefty, and five of them

were executed. They then proceeded to try fir Timotky

Fetherjionhough, colonel Thomas Benbow, and the earl of

Derby, for being in his fervice. They were all condem-

ned, and in order to itrike the greater terit)r in dilTerent

R :^ parts

* The earl of Clarendon gives a large account of this affair,

in his hiftory, and takes particular notice of the king's coining

his plate there, which inclined many, noblemen and gentlemen
to brinf; in theirs, as al(b confiderable fums of money. See the
folio edition of his hiftory, p 248. but, as for the king's fpeech^

h may be found tt large in Ueath'a Chronicle, p- 38, 39.
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parts of the county, the earl of Derhy^ was aoyudged to fuf-

fer death on the I5ih of Oiiobtr^ at Bolton ; fir Timothy to

be beheaded on the lytb, at Chtjler-, and colonel Thomas

Benbow to be fliot on the i9ih, at Shrew/bury j all thefe

-fentences were fevcralJy put in execution i which, I think,

fufficiently (hews, that the Betibows were then, or had been

lately, a very confiderable family in Shrop/hirt ; for other-

wile the colonel would hardly have been fent out of the

Virorld in fo good company •=.

As for colonel John Benbow, he made his efcape, after

a (hort imprifonment, and lived privately in his own coun-

try, till after the reftoration, when he was far in years,

and yet fo much to feek for a livelihood, that he was glad

to accept of a fmall office belonging to the ordnance in

the Towtr^ which juft brought him an income fufficient

to fubfift himfelf and his family without danger of ftarv-

ing. . In this iituation he was, when a little before the

breaking out of the firft Dutch war, the king came to the

Tower to examine the magasines. There , his majefty

caft his eye on the good old colonel, who had now been

iJiftinguifljetl by a fine head of grey hairs for twenty years.

The king, whofe memory was as quick as his tye, knew

him at firfl fight, and immediately came up and embraced

him. My oldfriend, colonel Benbow, /aid he, what do you

here 1 1 have, returned the colonel, a place of fourfcore

pounds a year, in which I ferve your majefty as chear-

fully, as if it brought me in four thoufand. Jla/s ! faid

the king, is that all that could be found for an oldfriend at

WcM-ccftcr ? Cohnel Legg, bring this gentleman to me to-

morrow*

« This is not mentioned in Clarendon's hiftory, but « ptrncu.

larly taken notice of by fir Philip Warwick, dr. Bates, ttid other

wriitrsof Uiofe timw, and ia Heatk's Chronicle, p. 301.
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mrmwt snd I will pNvtdi fir him and his family^ as it

hemes mt. Bar, fhort as the time was, the colonel dM

not live to receive, or even to claim, the cfFedh of this

gracious promife ; fe^ ^he feiife of the king's gratitude and

goodnefs fo overcame his fpirits, that, fitting down on t

bench, he there breathed his laft, before the king was well

out of thjB I'ewtr, And thu9, both bt-others fell martyrs to

the roya! caufe, one in grief, and the other in joy '.

W H E N we confider the circumftances of the father, *

it is impoflible to be furprized at the poverty of his fe-
^

mtly, of the ftate of which, at the time of his deceafe,

I am not able to give any diftind account ; all that I have

been able to learn, is, (hat his foo John was bred to the

fea ; but that It was in fo low a ftation as a Waterman's

boy, which fome writers affirm, is, what I can hardly b«;-

lieve, becaufe, even in King Charlts ITs rcrgn, he wjts

owner and commander of a fli^ called the Fintoiv F^i^

gate^ 4nd made then as confiderabk a figure as any tnan

Concerned in the trade to the Midtttrrantdn, He W^s

•tlWays confidered by the merchants, as a bofcf, bravel, and
' %SCtst commander, one who took care of his feamen, and

was, therefore, cheai-fijliy obeyed by them, thotigh he

^always mafintained ftritl difcipline, with greater fafety'

fatx% than afterwards iir the royal navy. This beh?t-

viour raiibd hiif repuration gncitly, fo that no man was

better known, or better reftyjdled by the merchants upoft

iHfe Bxehangff than^ captain Benhvur, It does not, how'-

mfeff appear, that he ever fought any preferniient m that

M9tKik reign ; neither is it likely he would hare met Witft

f R 3 it

This paitiimlar I had fi-om Mr. Calton,. and it lias been liker

wife cotafirmect ^to me by feverar other pcrfons of tt^dlt.

Iff
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it in the next, but from a remarkable accident, of which

I (hall give the reader the bed account I can, becaufe

it gave rife to all bis future fortunes, and is withal, as ex-

traordinary a (lory in itfelf, as perhaps ever appeared in

any hiftory ".

In the year 1686, captain Btnbow, in his own vefle!

7^/ Benbow Frigate^ was attacked in his pallage to Cadiz

by a Sally rover, againft whom he defended himfelf, tho*

rery unequal in the number of men, with the utmofb

bravery, till at^aft the Moors boarded him ; but were quick-

ly beat out of his (hip again, with the lofs of thirteen men,

whofe heads captain Benbow ordered to be cut off*, and

thrown into a tub of pork-pickle. When he arrived at

CadiZf lie went a-(hore, and ordered a negro fervant to

follow him, with the Moors heads in a fack. He had

fcarce landed, before the officers of the revenue enquired

of his fervant what he had in his fack? The captain an*

fwered, /alt provijionsfor his own u/e. That may be, an-

fwered the officers ; but we mud infiit upon feeing them.

Captain Benbow alledged, that he was no flranger there j

that he did not ufe to run goods, and pretended to take it

very ill that he was fufpcffled. The officers told him, that

the magiftrates were fitting not far off, and that if they

were fatisncd with his word, his fervant might carry the

provifion where he pleafed ; but that, otherwife, it was not

in their power to grant any fuch diTpenfation. The cap^i

lain confented to the propofal ; and away they marched

to the Cujlom-Houfe, Mr. Benbow in the front, his maq

In the center, and the officers in the rear. Th^ magi-

ftrates.
3:

• Sec thecompleat hiftory of Europe for ly^Oj life of jjuewi

Aoi^e, and Oldmixon's hiftory of the Stuart;#
w
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ftratcs, when he came before thv-m, treated captain Ben-

bow with great civility; told him, rhcy were f rry to make

a point of fuch a trifle, but that, fince he had refuied to

fhew the contents of his (ack to their officers, the nature

of their employments obliged them to demand a fight of

them ; and that, as they doubted not they were fait pro«

vifions, the (hewing them could be of no great confequence

one way or other. / told you, fays the captain fternly,

they were fah provifions for my own ufe. Cacfar, throw

ihem down upon the table j and, gentlemen, i^you like them^

they are at your ferviee. The Spaniards were exceedingly

ftruck at the fight of the Moors heads, and no lefs afto-

ni(hed at the account of the captain's adventure, who»

with fo fmall a force, had been able to defeat fuch a

number of barbarians. They fent an account of the whole

matter to the court of Madrid, and Charles 11. then king

of Spain, was fo much pleafed with it, that he would

needs fee the Englijh captain, who made a journey to

court, where he was received with great leftimonies.of rc-^

fpedt, and not only difmiffed with a handfome prefent»

but his catholic majefty was alfo pleafed to write a letter

in his hehalf to king James, who, upon the captain^s re-

turn, gave him a (hip, which was his introdudlion to the

royal navy '.

After the revolution, he diftinguidied himfelf by fc-

veral fuccefsfui cruizes in the channel, where he was em-

ployed at the requeft of the merchants ; and not only did

his duty by prote<fling the trade, and annoying the enemy,

but was alfo remarkably careful in examining the French

ports, gaining intelligence, and forming fchemes for di-

' R-4 '

fturbing

IHiAt

'* 4k«^.. .. «.~

i This I had from the beforc-meationed Mr. Calcon.
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fturbing the Fnncb commerce, and fecuring our own.

For this rcafon, he was commonly made choice of to

command the fquadrons employed in bombarding the

French ports, of which we have given a large account in

our third volume ; and, therefore, it is altogether unnccef-

fary to repeat thofe things here. I (hall content myfelf,

for this reafon, with remarking, that he (hewed no kh
courage than condudt upon fuch occafionst being always

prefent in his boat, as well to encourage, as to inltru^, the

Teamen and engineers, alyvays enforcing his coi^inaQ^^ ky

bis example «.

The diligence and ad^ivity of captain Binhw, coqld

rot fail of recommending him to the flavour of (o wife

and good a prinf:e as kin^ William \ to whole perfonal

kindnefs, founded on a ju(l fenfe of mr. B$nbovJ'^ merit,

he owed }iis being fo early promoted xo a flag ; after which

l^e was generally e^nployed as the moft experienced fcaman

in the navy, to watch the motions of the French at Dtm-

iirk^ and to prevent, as far as it was pofTible, the depre-

dations of Dubart ; in which, be (hew^d fuch diligeocp,

and 4id fo great (ervice, by preferviipg pur merchant- (hips,

that he efcaped the ^ighteft cenfure, >yjien libels flew

about, againft almoft every other officer of rank in the

whole fleet. The truth was, that the feamep generally,

coj^n.dered rear-adrniral ^enbowy a$ their gre^tej^ patron;

one, who not only uP ' them well, vyr^iile MRdcr his com-

njand, but vvas always ready to interpof(^ ip ^heir favour,

as far as h's int?reft M(ent, when ;bey wet^. ill-^reate^ by

others. There was, at that time, a vva;:n?. difpute 33 to

thq. c^^pe^iency of preferring mere feameo, 91;, as tli^

were

B^chct, Bufijft, Oi^sxph ^z
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wfre then called, tarpaulins^ or gtntltmiH^ in the oavy

:

admiral Benbow was conrulte4 more than once by the

king, upon that fubjeiLl, and always gave it aa his opinion*

that it was beft to em^oy both ; that a feaman ihotili

never lofe preferment for want of recon.nendation, or •

g^ntlem^n obtain it, barely from that motive. He WM
a|((3 a great enemy t6 party-diftin(5tions, and thought a

man's merit ought to be judged from his a£liont at (ea»

rather than from the company he kept on Omtc ; and for

this reafon, he lived upon good terms with the admirals of

different parties, who were all pf them ready to tcftifjr»

upqn ^ny occafion, his cour9ge and condu^ ^
In the year 1697, ^ was fent vvith^ fmall fquadron before

Dunkirk \ where, he faved the Firginia and Wift-lndia

fleet, from failing into the hands of the Frtncb privateers,

for which he received the thanks of the merchants. He
wou^d Ukewife have fucceeded in reilrainiog pyiari from

going out, if the Dutch rear-admiral Vandergoes had heea

in a cpndition tp s^lt him, or if the lords of the ad(9i*

ralty h,^^ t^een inclined to have taken his advice ; for, ob*

ferying, in t|)« begLnning pf Avgufi^ that ten French fri-

g^tes lyer^e hauled into the baibn, to clean, he jud^
their defign to be, wh^t it really proved, to put to fes^ hy

the next fpring-tide i and, therefore, as his (hips were all

fouU he wrote up to the bpard, to deiire, that four of the

be(l: pMlers might be ordered to Shetrnefs to clean* and th«t

the others might come to the Doif^ns, not only to take in

watcr^

&

m

il. IJ J I ^w IPt I !|l WW^'<^>"^^

^ I have thefe fafls, not only from private authority, bat alio,

from a multitude of political treatifes, publiihed under that reign ;

in which, as great freedom was ufed, fo there is. not the leaft

reafon to believe, that if cQr admiral h^d been goihy of any ex*
cefles in point ot power, or aiy omiflioDS inreipeA of duty, they

would have been concealed.
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water, which tijey very much wanted; but alfo to fieel

and fcrub ; which he judged might have been done, before

the fpring-tide gave the French an opportunity of getting

over the bar) but this was not then thought advifeable,

though he afterwards received orders for it when the thing

was too late. By this unlucky accident, the French had

an opportunity given them, of getting out with Hve clean

ihips ; yet this, however, did not hinder the admiral from

purfuing them , as well as he was able ; and fome (hips of

his fquadron had the good luck to take a Dunkirk priva^

teer of ten guns, and forty men, which had done a great

deal of mil'chief. This was one of the lad actions of the

war, and the rear-admiral, foon after, received orders to

return home with the fquadron under his command *.

I T is very well known, that after the peace of Ryjwici^

and even while the partition-treaties were negotiating, king '

ff^iHam' bzd formed a defign of doing fomething very
'

confiderably in the Weft- Indies. This project had long

occupied the king's thoughts, into which, it is faid, it was

firft put by father Hennepin^ who was extremely well ac-
,

quaintcd with that part of the world. The king had '

turned it feveral times in his mind ; and, at laft, took a

fettled refolution, that, if the French attempted to deceive

him, as he had great reafon to believe they would, fome-

thing of confequence (hould be done in that part of the
i

world. In the mean time, however, he thought fit to

fend a fmall fquadron of three fourth rates into the fVeJI'

Indies^ under the command of rear-admiral Benbowy who

bad. private inftru^lions from the king, to make the hefb*

obfervations

' < Burchet, Burnet, and our own hiftory lKA4^r|hfinaial.tran{-i

id^ions of chc year 16P7. •; v^ .r-w >' «> ^<<i-^ f'i »»!*'»»

)Va4 l>*iiO'W
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obfervations he coulJ, on the SpaniJ}) ports and rettlemcnts»

but to keep <ns fair as poflible with the governors, and to

afford them any aflilUncc, if they defired it. He was like-

wife inflrudted, to watch the galleons j for the king of

Spain^ Charlis II. was then thought to be in a dying con-

dition. Rear-admiral Benbow failed in the month of No-

vimbtr^ 1698, and did not arrive in the IVejl-lndiei till

the February following, whae he found things in a ver/

indiflerent fituaticn. Moll of our colonies were in a bad

condition, many of them engaged in warm difputes with

their governors \ the forces, that fhould have been kept

up in them for their defence, fo reduced by fickncfs, de-

lertion, and other accidents, that little or nothing was to

be expected from them. The admiral carried with him,

colonel Collingwood*s regiment, which he difpofed of to the

bed advantage, in the Lteward IJJands, He then addreHed

himfclf 10 execute his commifHun, and failed for that pur-

pofe to Carthagena, where he met with a very indiflerent

reception from the governor, which he returned, by talk*

ing to him ia a very plain ftile, that forced him, though

he had been wanting in civility, to make it up, in fome

meafure, by doing juilice; and in the fame manner he

proceeded with the governor of Porto-BeUj^ as I hav^

(hewn elfewhere ; but ilill the great ends of his commi/Iion

remained altogether unanfwered, not through any fault

of the admiral's, but for want of a fufficient force, either

to engage the Spaniards to confide in him, or to perform

any thing confiderable, in cafe the French had fent a ftrong

fleet into that part of the world, as it was then expected

they would have done. This affair was complained of ia

parliament, where the fmallnefs of the fquadron, and the

fending it fo late, were very fcvercly reflcfted upon

;

Iboughy at the fame time, great compliments were paid x6

admiral

. \m.

--^ >
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•dmiral Binhow*9 courage, capacity, and integrity, by both

parties ; and when he returned home two years after, he

br( ught with him aulheniic tcftimonies of his having done

the merchants and plante/s aii the fcrvices they could

either expedt or defire; io that he was received with the

moft cordial friendlhip by his majefty ; who, as a mark of

his royal favour, was gracicufly pleafed to grant him an

lugmentation of arms, by adding to the thru bent Botus^

which he and his family already bore, as many ArrewsK

The whole fyilem of af!airs in Europty was changed

by that time admiral Binhtw came back ; the king had

difcovered the perfidy of the French^ and faw himfelf un-

^F an abiblute oecefEt^ of entring upon a new war, while

Jie wa6 fenfible the nation was but very little recovered

Irom the fetigues of the lall. One of his firft cares was,

l» put the fieet hito as good condition as it was poflible,

and to give the command of it to officers that might in

^ii refpe^ts be depended upon ; and to this difpofition of

the kiri^'s, Mr. Benbrnv owed his being declared vice-

•dmiral of the bhie. He was at that time cruifing off

Dunkirk^ in order to prevent what was then much dreaded

here, an invafion. There was, as yet, no war declared

between the two crowns ; but this was held to be no

fecurity

^ Burchet, Burnet, Cbandler'c debates. It i» certain, tltat the

French had great advantages from the nature of cheir governmcDt,

which snab£d ^tm to take mudi^ quicker nwaCiinn for edcAing

h^tr pujpofes, tbaa< we could do to opj^fe them ; but* ts thts

was in & great meafure cw'Dg<o over-fights and mifmAnageiiMnts

il» the f9riner war, f6 it (hr.w^. the neceility there is of ftri-^and

l^nidtnc enq^icie8» is ard^/ to obtain the coafuience of ihia.iMttDiii;

which, whcDever it is acquired, will be always fouod ao cver-

ballanc^ even for the Frenr h power ; whereas, if the people of

£r*land ent«rtain.aAy doubts of t^ nmncr in which t^ei^flMMicy

^ to be employed, it will often be found difficult, fomeumc or

;>ther, perhaps, impraflicable, to niake theoi part with it.
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ftcutity againft Frana-, and it wa» no fooner known, that

they were fitting out a ftrong fquadron at Dunkirk^ than

it was firmly believed to be intended to cover a defcent.

Vice-admiral Binbow fatisfied the minidry, that there waa

no danger on his fide $ and then it was refolved, to profe-

cute without delay, the projedls formerly concerted, ia

order to difappoint the French in their view?, upon the

Spani/b fuccelfion ; and to facilitate this, it was thought

abfolutely neceflary to fend, without delay, a llrong fqua-

dron to the WeJi'Inditi, This fquadron was to confilt of

two third rates, and eight fourths } which was as great a

flirength as could be at that time fpared \ and it was

thought indifpeniibly requifite that it fhould be under the

command of an officer, whofe courage and conduA might

be iafely relied on, and whofe experience might give the

world a good opmion of the choice made of him for thia

command; upon the right management of which, it was

believed, the fuccefs of the war would in a great meafure

depend. Mr. Benbow was thought of by the miniftry, as'

foon as the expedition was refolved ; but the King wouU

not hear of it. He (aid, that Binbow was in a manner
ft

juft come home from thence, where he had met with

nothing but difficulties; and that, therefore, it was but

juft fome other officer ihould now take his turn. One or

two were named, and confulted $ but either their health,

or their affau-s were in fuch diforder, that they moft

eameftly defired to be excufed : upon wliich, the King laid

merrily to fome of his minilters, alluding to the drefs aid

appearance of thefe gentleme ffjfU tben^ I find we muft

l^are our Beaus, and fend honeft Benbow. His Majefty,

accordingly fent for him upon this occafion, and alked

him, whether he was willing to go to the Weft-Indiet^

afiuriog him, if' he wa9 not, he would not r«ke 4t amifs.
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and the vice-admiral had as confidcrable a fquadron, as, all

thirigs maturely weighed, it was, in that critical juncture,

thought poffible to be fpar^d. It is certain, that king

mViam formed great hopes of this expedition, knowing
well, ihat mr. Benhm would execute, with the greateft

fplrit and pundlualityi the inftrudtions he had received;

which, were to engage the Bpanijb governors, if poflible,

to difown king Philip ; or, in cafe that could not be

brought about, to make himfelf mafter of the galleons.

In this defign, it is very plain, that the admiral would
have fucceeded, notwithftanding the fmallnefs of his force,

if his officers had done their duty ; and it is no lefs certain,

that the anxiety the vice-admiral was under, about the

execution of his orders, was the principal reafon for his

maintaining fo ftridt difcipline, wliich proved unluckily the

occalion of his coming to an untimely end. Yer, there

is no reafon to cenfure either the king's projedl, or the

admiral's condu<ft ; both were right in themfelves, though

neither Vras attended with the fuccefs it deferved '".

T HE

" That I m^y not fcem to fpeak altogecher witho»at book, I

(hall cite a paflfage from a pamphlet publKhed in 170&, intituled.

The prefent condition of the Engliih navy, p. 24. *' A new
*' war I believe to b« unavoidable ; and we are much beholden
** to the lad parliament, that we are not entered into it already,
*' and (b become the Fight allt, the Pay- a/Is, and the Lofe-alh,
*' of Europe, as we have hitherto been. But, if we have a war
" managed as was the la((, we had better fpend a little money in
*' booms and chains, to fecure our fhips in harbour, than to fend
" them abroad to fpend our money, lofe our reputation, and not
*' fecure our trade. I cannot perfuade myfclf, that the pailia-

ment of England will evermore fend the native flrength of

their country abroad, in other people's quarrels, and be at the

charge of levies, cloathing, arms, and tranfportations, to \ uc

their owd liberties in danger at home, by a (landing army,

when they- have done the bttdQcfi of our alliei abroid. The

((
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The Frtnch knew too well the importance of tbc

tpan^ Wifi'Inditit not to think of providing^ for their

fecurity» as foon as ever they refolved to accept the^will

of his catholic majefty, the late king Charles II. which it

may be, was fome time before his death, though^ to fave

appearances, folemnly debated after the contents of the

will were communicated by the privy council of ^ain.

The officer whom bis moft chriftian majefty made choice

of to command the fquadron which was fir ft to be fent

thitber> was the famous M« Du Cdffe^ governor of St.

Domingo, He was to carry with him one hundred officers

of all ranks, who were intended to difcipline the Spanijh

Biilitia in the kingdom of Mexico y but, before this could

be ^GM^ it was thought necefi'ary to fend M. Du Caffe to

ASadrid to afk tho Spanijb council leave, which took up

losne time; for though the Spaniards could not but be fen-

fible

rikta

** Meik we lofl, and the money we fpent i« the laft war, as

*' alfo, how hard it was to get rhem cjisbanded, in o]|>pofitioii to
*' the iatneft of laeii that wanted to fupport their cities to

*' their illegal grants, and ill-gotten gains, is too frefh in our
** memories, ever to bring oar^Ives under the like bardlhips. I

" forefee, that the war will be now at fea, and we have but a
** very ill omen of fuccefs from the lafk fummer's expedition.of our
<* fleet. Our modern whigs in their legion-letters, and Kentiih

" petitions, exclaimed againft the parlramenr, becaofe they ratfed

no more money ; but I hope thefe folk, if they have any

braini, or honefty, are now fenfibleof their gronndlefs com-
]^int, when they find how little has been done i for whxt

** was there- raifed? They gave 1,500,000 pounds for the fleet,

** for this expedition ; and, what has been the tSk& ? The
** whole fket went to convoy Benbow, ib his way to the Wefl-
** Indies, and, while they were gone, our modern whigs boafted
** of their coDdu<£t, and bnilr caftles in the air, to hold the

'< money they fhoald brin^ home in the Spanifh galleons ; but^ in

**' a ihort time, we iouiid t/hicm all at Spiihead, except a few f!ti\p%

'* that proceeded with Benbow to the Weft-Indies^ where, if toey
•» bt Aifft ^aimafit'd, they have good fortune.**

<«

•«
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1

jiblc in how wretched a fituation their affairs in the JVefl-

tndie$ were, yet it was with great reludtancy, that they

gave way to this expedient, though a little refle£lioti

would have fhewn them, that in reality they had no other

choice to make; but, when once they had come to a

refolution, that M. Du CaJJe fliould be fent, they were

continually folliciting the French court to difpatch him im-

mediately. Th6 French councils, which were better con-

dudled, had, as we fuggefted, fbrcrcen thefe difficulties;

and, therefore, had a fquadron ready at Breji^ confifting

of five fliips of the line, and /everal large velTels laden with

arms and ammunition, which, under the command of

the marquis de Coetiogon, in the month of Aprii, 1701,

failed for the Spamjh Wejf ^nd'm ; and on the 2bth of

OMefy the count de Chateau-Renaud failed • al(b with

fourteen (hips of the line, and fixteen frigates, to itieet the

galleons, that were (uppofed to be already departed from

the Havannahy under the efcort of the marquis de Coet*

Ugon 5 and after all this, M. Du Cajfe likewife failed with

his fquadron $ 6:0m whence, the EngUjh reader will eafily

iee, that as admiral Benbow received ho fupplies, he was

very like to be crufoed by the fupei-ior power of the

enemy, and that extraordinary diligence which was ufed

to ftrengthen and fupport them".

When vice-admiral Benbow arrived firft at Jartjaica^

Which was at the clofe of the year 1701, he made fuch

juft and wife difpofitions for fecuring our own trade, and

Vol. IV", S slnnoyirig

» Hilloire Militaire; P. IJanieJ, hift. de Louis XJV, sihd, in

general, all tbe French hiftorians, who are extreanily careful to

prefenre diflin£l accounts, even of fuch fchemes as have proved
abortnre ; and in this, they are certainly right, becaufe it fecures

their reputjltion with pollerlty, and ihews. c|iey did not fkil ftooi

tvint Of (kill or attention, bM from want of fortunf

.
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annoying that of the enemy, that the French faw, witti

great amazement, all their fchemes defeated i which they

had been enabled to form, by their having much earlier

intelligence than we, of the intended war j and, their own

writers fairly admit, that even after the arrival of the mar-

quis if Coetlogojif they were conftrained to a£l only on the

defenfive j and found all the grand projects they had

formed for attacking Jamaica^ and the Leward IJIands,

intirely fruftrated. The Dutch accounts, at the fame time,

'

from Curacao, faid plainly, that, notwithftanding all the

bluftering of the French^ vice-admiral BenboWymih a fmall

£«^//}^ fquadron, remained mafter of thofe feasj nor did

he fail to make ufe of this advantage, by taking many

prizes, and by giving all imaginable countenance to the

private trade carried on by the EngUJb on the Spanish

coafts: but, in a few weeks time, the fcene began to

change; for the vice-admiral had firft the news of M.

ClaieaU'Refiaud's arrival ztMartimcOy with a fquadron,

much flronger than his own ; and foon after, InfdrAnation

that this fquadron had been joined by the- marquis de^

Coetkgon from the Havannah^ which alarmed the inhabi-

tants of Barbadoes and Jamaica cxceffively, beoaufe we

had no force capable of refifting this French fleet, in cafe

their commanders were determined to a£t offenfively ^
In this uncertain iituation things continued to the end

of Jprily 1702, when the vice-admiral rcfolvcd, notwith-

Handing there was great want of men on board the. fqua-

dron, to put to fea, in order to cruize between Jamaica.

and Hifpaniola i ana. accordingly he failed on the 8th of

• Mcmoircs Hifloriques, pour 1702, complete hiftory ofEurope,

Idndon gazettes, &c.



^t^ice^Admiral S E N B O W. 243

Mdy i but, before be was clear of the ifland of Jamaica^

he met with rear-admiral U^etjlme^ with whom he re-

turned to communicate to the government fome orders

received from England \ having firft fent the Falmouth^

Rufy^Aiid Experiment, to cruize off of Petit Guavas. He

had advice, about the middle of May^ that on the 17th of

the preceeding month, there pafied by Camanagoto, on

Terra Firma, feventeen tall fliips, which Peered towards

the weft end of Cuba. Thefe (hips he judged to be part

of M. Ctateau Rfinmd's fquadron, and that they were

bound to the Mavannab, to offer their fervice for convoy-

ing home the Flota ; but he had not ftrengih to follow

them, without fubje^ing the ifland to the infults of thofe

fljips which were at Leogane, Some little time after,

the mailer of a $pnn\/b floop frotzi Cuba, aquainted him,

thj^ M. Chategu-Rerumd was at the Havannah, with

twcnty-iix (hipp of war^ waiting for the Fkta frprii La

Viera Cruz ; and this was confirme(;l by the fhips he had

ient out, which, in their tour in thoie parts, had taken

fciar prizes -, one pf them a fliip mounted with no more

than twenty'fisur, Jbut capable of carrying forty guns. Th^

vice admiral being likewife informed, by a floop/rom Pith

Guavasf that fo^ i)iips, with provifians, were bound frc *n

thence to the H^vannab, Jh,e fcnt three frigates to intercept

them, between pape St. Nicholas, and cape Mayze, the

yery track leading thixher i but they had not the expe^ed

fUccefs. The fame Day, he detached rear-admiral TPIjet-

Jkm ivith two third rates, three fourths, and a Hre-fliip,

to intercept M. Du Cajfe, who, he had heard, was cx-

• pcffted at port Lewis, at the weft end of Hifpaniola, a.

little within the ifle of J/b, with four (hips of war, to

fettle the Ajftento at Carthagena, and to deftroy the trade

Of the ^n0b and Dutch for negroes, refolving tcr fail

S 2 himfelf.

^!

>\

*, . U{

u



m, >\

H4 Memoir s tf

himfcir, in five or fix days, with the remainder of tFitf*

fquadron, in fcarch of thcfe Fnnch (hips, in cafe the rear-'

admiral fhould mifs them P. -
.

I HAVE given fo fiill and particular an account in the

former volume of what happened on the admiral's failing

to intercept Du Cajfe\ that 1 fliall confine myfelf here to

i[uch circumftances as are perfonal only. The fcheme

formed' by admiral Benhow for the deftrudlion'of the /V^«r*

force in ^he JVe/t-IndiiTy and having a' chance for the

jtiMiv ,
uews him to have beeh a vdry able and judici-

ous ' QSAi a ider, and effedllialiy difprovw that idle calumny

of hi;j ^cing ' "nere fearitert. He faw, that the French of-

ficers were exceiHvely embarraflcd by the wayward con-

duft of the Spaniards, who would not take a fingle ftep

out of their own road, though for thefl* own fervice. He

refolved to take advantage of this, add ro attack the

fmalleft of their fquadrons, having befoffe fenf home fuch

an aqcount of tlie number and yalire'Jof thcSp^ni/b fliips,

and of the itiength df the Frfnch fqu^^drons* that were ta

efcort them, as might eUabFe the miniftry tb take propef

meafures for intercepting thenl, either ih their palTagc/rom'

the Ppyi'I^ndiesy ot when it fliould be known that they

were arrived in the European fcas. When he hid done

this, he failed from Jamaica on the nth oP Jirfyf with

two third rates, fix fourths, a fhe-fliip, bonib, tender anil

lioop, in hopes of meetihg rear-admiral Pf^tflone j but

miffing him J he failed not, however, firft to give the ut-^

moft difturbance to the French fettlements in St. Dimingo^^

and then failed in fcarch of DuCaJfe*s fquadroii, which

U
*i

.J*t,,1

* Burchet. Barnet, complete hiftory of Europe for Jhe ym
170?> in the appendix, OldinuwB, life of que«n Atne, Ui,

/
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Htc came up with and engaged, on U^ednefday the 19th of

Jiugu/iy and fought him bravely for five days ; which not

dniy demonftrates the courage and conduct of this gallant

ieaman, but the fidelity and attachment of his own (hip's

company ; fince, it is impofTible he could, in fuch cir-

cumftances, h2kve maintained the engagement io long, if

his inferior officers, and all the common feamen, had not

been very affcdlionale. The ^enih accounts, indeed, re-

prefent the whole affair to their own advantage ; but M^
Du Caffg^ who was a brave man, and withal the bed judge

of this matter, has put the thing out of difpute, by the

following (hort letter, written by him immediately after

4iis arrival at Carthagena ; the original of which is ftill, or

Avas very lately, in the hands of admiral Benbffw\ fiimily ^.

-
; S I Jl,

/HAD li/tli htpes, on Monday la/,, bt^. to havifupped

in your cabbin : but it pleafid God to otJer it otberwift ;

i am thankful for it. As for thofe . rrdly captains vtbo

^erP- -* you^ hang them up ; for^ by , they deferve it.

Youn^y

Du Casse.

The firft care the admiral had after his return to Jamaica^

was, to provide for the officers who diftinguiflied them-

felves in the late engagement ; and next, to bring thofe

to juftice, who had fo bafely betrayed their truft ; and in

this he was fo earneft, that perhaps he failed a little in

S3 point

* The copy of this letter I received from Mr. Calton, whofe
;^^rity I \^vit fo oftf4 inenti«ped.
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point of form, fince, in order to their trial, hp granted t

commiffion, which it his been quedioned, whether he

might legally do ; but he certainly adtcd from two very

excufable reafons ; the firll was, that he found himfelf in

no condition to prefide in a courtrinartia!, having been ill

of a fever, which enfued upon cutting off his leg from

the time of his coming a- (bore j the other, that, in c,\fc

he had been able to aflilt upon that occafton, he was dv

Jirous of declining it, from his having fo great a perfonal

intereft in the affair. After the court martial was over,

the adn irai lived near a month j for that court fat on the

6th of OMir, and the admiral died on the 4th of Novtm-

ber following. He was all that time extremely fenfible of

his danger, and never entertained any flattering hopes of

recovering. Yet, during that long iJInefs, he fupporied

his charadler as an Englijb admiral, with the hmt firmr

nefs he had (hewn during the engagement, gjying all the

neceffary orders for protefling the trade, that could have

been expeded from him, if he had been in perfedl health

;

and in the letters he wrote home to his lady, he 4ifpovered

much greater anxiety for the intereft of the nation, than

for his private fortune, or the concerns of his family. The

queen had fo juft a regard for the memory of this gallant

man, that (he fpoke of his lofs with great regret ; and, as |

have (hewn in the former volume, would nc* fuflfer hcrfelf

to be teajsed into an ill>t}me4 a€t of mercy (though, like

all her family, molt tender in her own nature) towards

thofe, who, through their cowardice, were fprinkled with

Ills blood. His filter had, in his life-time, prefented the

iuJmirars pifturc to the corporation of Sbrewjburyy who

caufed it to be hung up ip thcii- (own-hall; where it ftill

remains^
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nmimh as 1 tedimony of the regard his countrymen had

•for this worthy officer and true patriot '.

The vice-admiral left behind him a numerous poAerity

of both fexes ; but his fors dying, all of them without

iflue, his two furviving daughters became co-heireflcs ; and

oi ihefe, the cldeft married Paul Caitotiy efq; of Miltoti^

near Abington, in the county of Berki^ who is flill living.

John BinbffWy one of his fons, claims fome notice to be

lakcn of him in a work of this nature, independ^jnt of his

relation to his gallant father. He was brt.^ to the Tea,

and went to the EaJf-IndUs in quality of fourth mate, on

hoard the Degravty captain William Youngs commander,

which (hip palled through the Downs on February ig,

1701, when admiral Benbow lay there with his fquadron^

ready to proceed to the JP'eJl-lndies, The Degrave was

a fine (hip, of 700 tons, and carried fifty-two guhs^ fhe

was bound for Fort St, George, in the Eajl-hdiesy where

fhe fafely arrived, aiid proceeded from thence to Btngal^

where her captain and firfl mate died ; by which means,

the command devolved on the captain's fon, who was fe-

cond mate, and mr. Jthn Benbow became fecond mate.

From Bengali^ thejr failed for the Cape of Good Hopt ;

but, in going out of the river, the (hip ran a-ground, and

•(luck fall ; (he floated again the next high tide, and put

to fea with little or no damage, as they then imagined ;

but they very foon after found her fo leaky, that they

were forced to keep two chain-pumps continually going

;

in this condition they failed two months, before they

reached the ifland of St. Maurice.^ inhabited by the Dutch^

5 4 who

* Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, complete biflory of Europe, as-

Dais of cLu^en^Anoe, &&

fi
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who received them kindly, gave them all the afliftanc*

in their power, permitting them to fei up a tent on (hore,

into which they brought moll part of their cargo, having

unladen their (hip, in order to fearch for the leak ; which,

however, they could not find. After about a months ftay

at the iflaud before-mentioned, and taking on board about

fifty Lafearsy or moori(h feamen, they failed dired^ly for

the Qape of Good Hirpe i they had then about one hundred

and feventy hands on board, and, though the Lafcars could

not do much in point of navigation, they were however

of great ufe, as they cafcd the Englijh feamen from the

labour of pumping. Yet, after all, it was fatal for them,

that this raih refolution was taken, of putting to fea, be-

fore they topped, or even difcovered, the leak ; for in a

few days time it gained fo much up6n them, that, not-

ivithftanding they pumped day and night, it was as much

as they could do, to keep the veflel above water, though

they were (till above fix hundred leagues from their intend-

ed port '.

The (hip^s company, believing that common danger

put them all on an equafity, rcprefeiited to captain Toung^

that his delign of proceeding to the Cape, was become im-

pradlicable ; and that, therefore, the wifeft thing he could

do, was to make the neareft land, which was that of

Madagofcar^ to the fouthward of which, they had failed

about an hundred leagues. The captain complied with

iheir advice, and endeavoured to run the (hip'on ihore;

but

* Moll of this account is taken from the travels of kobrrC

Drury ; which book, fo far as it relates to Mr. Bcnbow, is very

^jcadl, 'as! have'been informed by this gentleman*s relations, from

whom alfo I had fome other circumftances, which the reader wfll

£nd interfperfcd through this remarkable bifiory.
^
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but that was found impracticable likewife } fo, that wbcfi

thev were withiil a quarter of a mile of the coaft, they

let go an anchor firft, and then cut down all her mallg

and rigging, and threw their guns and goods over-board»

in hopes of making the (hip fwim nearer ; but this being

found alfo impoflible, and having already loft their long*

boat and pinnace, they refulved to make a raft, which they

did in the night } and the liext morning, Mr. Pratt^ their

chief mate, with four men, went in a little boat on ihore

with a rope, by which they propofcd to warp the raff.

This boat was ftaved to pieces, before it reached the land

;

but the men efcaped, and fecured the rope, which brought

the raft on fliore, with the i^ft of the ihip's company,

except the captain, who remained lall on board the (hip,

and did not leave her, till he found (he began to break to

pieces, and then he threw himfelf into the iea, and fwam

a(hore. they were quickly made prifoners hy the king

of that part of the illand, who carried them 6fty miles

up into the country, where they found one captain Drum-

mondf and one captain Sinuart, with a few of their (hip's

crew, in the fame (ituation with themfelves; and who
loon let them into a perfedt knowledge of their condition,

by alluring them that the king intended ;o make them

ferve him in his wars, and would nevcfr permit them to

return to Europe i which ftruck them, as inay be im^-

gin*d^ with the utmo(t confternation '.

^ IM

.y. y,i- |<"i

"i ! .; i'

'. 't^'

* This captain Drumnond is tl^e (ame I have mentioned,

!n my former volume, as [(^mmander of the Ri(ing Sup» a (hip

belonging to the Scotch Bail- India company ; he came to trade <it

Madagakar» and while his ihip lay at anchor, (he was furprized

by a pirate, who fuB^red the captain, with- his fri<'nd captain

^wart, and a few hand*, to go a(horc io tht Iciig-boat, in the
.• terrrjrica

IW



25© MEMOIRS^/
In this diftrefs, the captains Drummond^ Stiwart^ zni

Tbung, held a confoltation, in conjundion with mr. Pratt

and mr. Binhw, in which, captain Drummoni propofed

it, as the only expedient, cy which tliey could poHibly re-

cover their liberty, to feize the black king, and march off

•with him prifoncr into fome other province of the ifland,

where fhips more frequently came. Mr. Benbsw warm-

ly efpoufed this propofal, Lnd aflfiiled with great cour

fage in the execution of it, which was performed with

more eaTe than was expected ; and the king, his fon, and

iiis queen« were made prifoners; but the queen was releafed

by captain Toung^ out of mere pity. It is not very eafy

to conceive a bolder enterprize than this, when between

fifty and fixty white people, and not above half of thefe

armed, carried off a black prince, out of the midff of his

capital, and in the figl)t of fome hundreds, nay, ibme thou-

sands, of his fubjeds, better armed than themfelves i who

were, notwithihnding, retrained from firing upon them

by captain Tsufig^s threatening immediately to kill their

king

territories of the fame prince who made mr. Benbow prifaner. It

was^fsr th« fuppofed murder of this captain Drummood, that one

captain Green, a very honefl Englifii gentleman, bis mate mr.

Mather, and feveral other perfont, were executed in Scotland, on

the teftiinony of a black ; and more iiad beeo executed, but for

the care of the late worthy duke of Argyll, who interpofed, out

of pure generofity, and procured their pirdons. I remember,

while a boy, to have feen this captain Green's original journal in

the cudody of a merchant in Edinburgh, who did him all the

fervice in hi^ power, at the hazard of his own life ; from which

Journal, it appeared. That they only met with captain Drum-
mond at fei, as they were homeward hound, on board whofe

Ihip captain Qreen dined, and received from him a prefent of a
Bible, which was made ofe of to corroberate the black's evi"

dence ; who, from a wicked fpiric of revenge, perjured himfelf

that he might murder his mailer.
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fcing if they did. Afterwards, however, they mlfmanaged

the thing (Irangely ; for, upon a propofal made by the ne-

groes to give them fix guns for their king, it was agreed

to give him up, upon a fuppo^tion that the blacks would

then follow them no further i and this, notwithdanding^

mr. Benbow warmly oppofed it, and (hewed them the

mifchievous confequences with which fo wild a meafure

muft be attended. The king being given up, the blacks

Hill continued to follow them, though at ^ diftance ; at laft

it was agreed to give up the prince too, upon a fuppoil-

tion, that this would put an end to the purfuit \ taking,

ho'ivever, three people, who, the blacks told them» were

the principal men in their country, by way of hoftages,

oi whom two foon made their efcape ; and then the blacks

not only purfued them, but began to fire upon them, which

hitherto they had not done. The weaknefs of their own
condu^s and the wifdom of mr. Benbow*^ advice, was,

by this time, yifible to every body j and, as it now appeared

clearly, that they had nothing for it but fighting, they began

to difpofe their little army in order of battle. Thirty-

fix armed men were divided into four bodief, commanded

by the three captains and mr. Bftibow ; but, after an en-

gagement that lafted from noon till fix in the evening, it

was agreed to treat. The negroes demanded their arms,

and then promifed to let them go i and, at the pcrfuafion

of captain Toungy this wild propofition was accepted, tho'

vigoroufly oppofed by mr. Benbow ; but when it came to

be put in execution, the captains Drummond and Stewart %
with four or five of their crew, refufed to deliver their

arm9.

^ II

-•-.•'K!

w,Wm

" The reader may, perhaps, be defirous of knowing what be*

^anac of this captain JDi ummond, •£ whicii, iiottiiog more can

be
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arms, and marched off unperccivcd in the night, accom-

panied by mr. Benbow, and got fafe lo Port Daupbint,

while the reft were cruelly murdered, except one Robert

Druryy ia boy of fifteen or iixteen years old, whom they

preferved and made a Have, ^s fpr mr. Benbowy after re-

maining feveral years imongft the negroes, where he live^J

after their manner, and went najced, he efcaped on board

a Dutch (hip, the captain of which had been well ac-

quainted with his latl^cr, and, for his fafce, treated him

with great kfndnefs ;^nd refpcd '^,

This mr. John Bfnbow, lived many years after here

in England^ and compofed a work, entitled, J complete

defcription of the fouth fart of the ijland of Madagafcar
j

which was a very curious and accurate performance, and,

therefore, often borrowed by his acquaintance} with fome

of whom it ftill remains ; nor have the family, after the

drifteft fearch, been able to retrieve it. It would be cer-

tainly a kind prefent to the learned world, and, at the

fame time, an a£l of great jufticc to the memory of mr.

BenboWj if any gentleman, in whofe hands it now is,

would

be faid, than what is found in the travels of Drury, who re-

mained fo many years upon the ifland. He informs us, thac he

faw captain Drummond once, feveral years after they parted ; and

that he was then at Itbeoty, and lived as happily as it was pof-

fible for a man of Ku education to do in fuch a country ; and

he farther adds, that the year he came away, which was in

17 1 6, he was informed, that captain Drummond had been

killed by a negro ; but without any particular circumllances.

* I had this particular of mr. Benb^w's efcape, in a Dutch

ihip, from feveral perfons of mr. Be 3w's acquaintance, who
had received it from his own mouth ; for his efcape was io yt^n-

derful, and attended with fuch furprizing drcumftances, that

many people had the curiofity to vifit mr. Benbow, in oid.'r to

Kear it from hirofelf, in which he vtty readily gratified theoi^

jlhoQgh otherwiie a man of much taciturnity.

%
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would publifli it ; becaufe, it contains many things of a

commercial, as well as hiftorical and philofophical nature.

I do not know whether, ilri^ly fpeaking, fo4ongan ac«

count of mi^. Benbow'z misfortunes be reconcilable to a

work of this nature ; but as the recital of them cannot but

be entertaining to the reada ; and as fo many remarkable

fafts might have besn buried in oblivion, if I had not

taken thi» occafion to preferve them, I hope, I (hall at

leaft ftand cxcufed, if not jullified, for the liberty i have

taken ; and in this hope, I return to the thread of my
hiilory, and to the memoirs which occur next in order of

time*.
*

* » Ab I have made ji^rcat ufe of Drury's travelsr, I thmk it nc-

cenkry to infert the billowing certificate, by captain William
Macketty whofe reputation was fo well eAablilhed, both for un-
derflanding and probity* that nobody judged it pofilble for htm to

be either deceived himfelf, in a cafe of t'^s nature, or capable of
entering into a defign of deceiving or amufing orhers ; and, there*

fore, his certificate items fufficient to edablilh this author's credit.

It runs thus.

" This is to certify. That Rt bert Drury, fiftec ":av9 a Haire
" in Madagafcar, now living in London, w cdeemed from
" thence, and brought into England, his r.ai, e country, by
*' myfclf I efleem him an honeft, indul> :' > man, of good
" reputation, and do firmly believe, that the account he gjvrs
" of his Grange and furpriziog adventures, is genuine and aur
** thenlic.

u May 7, 1 728.

*''«

.. tw

ri

« W. Mackett.-

who
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Memoirs (?/> RALPH DELAVAL,
knt» vice-admiral of the tedy and joint admiral and

commander in chief oj the fleet.

r* :

IT is a misfortune, which we muft be content to de-

plore, without hopes of redrefs, fince it is a misfortune

jBowing from liberty, that in all free countries, the greateft

men are liable to be facrificed to clamour ; and innocence

is no fecurity againft the fhafts of envy. This was the

cafe of the gentleman of whom we 9re now to fpeak

;

and who, in the fliort fpace of one linglc fummer, was in

the highefl: credit, loft it, and was acftuaUy laid afide : fo

fluduating a thing is human happinefs; fo fickle a pof-

feflion is popularity, and fo little to be depended on a

prince's favour I Thefe are the refiedtions tl^it will natu-

rally arife on the reading the memoirs of oar admiral

;

and they are premifed only to fhew, ti:ar I think as the

reader docs, and do not believe myfelf obliged to follow

tbe humours of thoie who have treated liia memory,

with the faoie prejudice with wliich they purlucd him

living .

Sir Rcbb Dela^.-.J. w: the fon of a worthy gentleman

in the north of En^tuna^ of the fame name, diftinguifhed

for bis loyalty to king Charles L and king Charles 11. and

to whofe houfe general Lefay had leave given him by

Cromwell to retire, after the fatal battle of IVoree/ler. Mr.

Ralph Delaval came very early into the navy, under the

proteflion

• Btsrnet, Oldmixon, complcat hiftory of Europe for tlie

year i-o*.
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proteAion uf the duke of Thri^ vrho treated him with great

kindnefs, ard took care he ihouid not lofe his tarn in

preferment. By this means it was, that he came to be

captain of T^i Tork, a third rate imn of war, in which

l>ation the revolution found him. He concurred heartily

m that great change, though he had no hand in malting

it; and, therefore, king fFrlliamy who was a prince off

great penetration, foon promoted him to the rank of rear-

admiral of the blue ; and at the fame time cont'erred upofi

him the honour of knighthood; in this ftation, he ferved

under the carl of Torrington^ in the feraoua battle off

Baachy-Heady in which the Englijh and I>utch fleets were

beat by the Frenchy on the 30th of June^ 1690 j but with-

out any impeachment of his own chara<fler, either in point

of courage or condudV, as appears plainly, by his being ap-

pointed preHdent of the court-martial, which tried ihe

earl, and which fat on board The Kenty on the loth df

Decembtfy in the fame year; and, in wl5iieh, he was una-

nimouily acquitted -, and, if I miftake not, the ihare he

had in that affair, fubje^ed him to the hatred of a certain

fct of men ever after ; but that he wac, in reality, no way

to blame, will appear b^ his being immediately after dr.^

clared vice-admiral of the blue, by king Jfllliam^ in which

ftation, he ferved, the next year, under admiral Rujftlx^

and, in the winter of the fame year, was appoihted \o

command a fquadron in the Soundings ; w' re, if he did

little, it wa.* owing to the bad feafon of he year, and

contrary winds, by which, he v/as four times beat back

into Torbay ; however, he punctually executed his orders,,

and thereby hindered the French from elieving Limerick^

which much facilitated the reduction of the kingdom of

Inland K l»

^ Burchei's memoirs, life of king William.

m\:U:
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In 1692, when it was known the French were fitting

out by far the greateft fleet they ever bad at Tea, l)e waj

appointed to ferve under admiral Rujfely was alfo declared

vice-adiniral of the red, and entrufted with a large fqua.

dron of Englijb and Dutch (hipb, with orders, to cruize for

our homeward-bodnd Aeet from the MidiUrranean^ and

then join the main fleet; Which he performed witii

great conduct and fuccefs; and having firfl feen feventy

of our merchant-men fafe into port, ,hei next, ac-

cording to his inflruf^ions, joined adn^iral Bjujfel on the

13th of May^ at St. Helens i Which was then juftiy

conftdered as a very fignai ftrvice; for, if he had been

twenty-four hours later, it might have been of the greatcit

prejudice to the fc:vice. On the 15th of the fanie month,

a council of war was called, of all the flag-officers on board

the fleet ; wherein, it was refolved, in obedience to the

pofitivc commands of queen Mary^ who was then regent,

to fail the firll f*ir weather for the coaft of France. In this

council of war, the admiral took notice of an intimatioo

given him by the secretary of (late^ that reports were

fpredd, as if feveral captains of the fleet bad given fecret

afliirances to king yames*& friends on fliore, of their rea*

dinels to join them, and of their confidence that they

tTiould be able to carry over a great part of the fleet. As

nobody knew againft whom this information was par-

ticularly pointed, it was thought neceflary, that the queen

might be thoroughly fatisfied of their loyalty and integrity,

to draw up the following paper i which was done upon the

^^n

« We,

' Bu»chet, Burnet, comjplete hlSory of England, by bi(h(?p

Kt^nnet ; bjt the addreft i« m'^en from the London gazette,

iMo. 2767,
'
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•' We, your majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubje^s

f*
and fervants, flag-ofiicers and captains, in your ma-

** jeily's fleet, out of a deep and grateful fcnfe of your

majefty's good and jort opinion of our loyalty and fide-

lity, imparted to us by the right honourable admiral

Ruffel^ in a letter to him, from the earl of Noltingham,

principal fecretary of flate, do, in behalf of our fclves, and

all the other officers and feaitien, humbly prefume to £kd«

dreis our fclves to your majefty, at this jundurc, to un-

*' deceive the world, as to thofe falfe and malicious re-

* ports which have been lately fpread in prejudice of your

** majefty's fervice, by people difaffcdled to the govcrn-

*' mcnt, and who have an avcrfion to the quiet and good of

" their country ; that there are fome among us, who are

" not truly zealous for, and entirely devoted to, the ptefent

" happy eftablifhmenf. We do, therefore, moft humbly

** beg leave, to add to our repeated oaths, this allurarce

of our fidelity : That vie will, with all imaginable ala-

crity, and refdutionj venture our felves in the defence

of the government, and of the religion and liberty of

" our country, again (1" ail popifli invaders whaifoever.

Andi That God Almighty may preferve your majcfty's

moft facred perfon, diredl your councils, and profpef

your arms by fea and land, againft your enemies i tnay

all people fay, j^men^ with your majefty 's moft dutiful

and loyal fubjefts. Dated on board The Britannia^ at*

" St. Htltnsy the 15th of May^ 1692." This addrefs

was figned by fir John Afhhy-, admiral ol the blue j fir

Ralph DeUrodl^ vice-admiral of the red ; Gtorg^ Rnokt^ ofq;

vice-admiral of the blue i fir Ckudefey Shsvilf reAr-adm;^.ii

Vol. IV, T of
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of the red ; Richard Carter^ efq; rear-admiral of the blue

;

and all the captains of the fleet \
On the i8th of May^ admiral Ruffel ftood over to the

Frenth coaft ; and, on the 19th, c?ngagcd the enemy in

the glorious battle of La Hogue^ in which, fir Ralph Dt-

lavaU as vice-admiral of the red, did his duty, with great

reputation ; and, purfuant to the admiral's order, formed

the rear of the fleet, in fuch a manner, that though feveral

of the French ihips that had cfcaped belt, hovered round,

and attempted to do mifchief, they were obliged, at length,

to feek their fafety, as the teft of the Beet had done be-

fore, by a plain flight* i and afterwards, did remarkable fer-

vice in deftroying fome of the enemy's largeft flups ; of

which, I think I cannot give a better account than in his

own words ; for in them the affair is as well defcribed, as

it was braveJy performed '.

Sir Ralph DelavaPs letter to \ht t2x\ oi Nottingham

^

from on board the Royal Sovereign, near Cherbourg^

May 22.

'*'
I believe it my duty to acquaint you, that on the

'' one and twentieth inftant^ admiral Rjifel having made

-^ the

i
*> It would have been of ibme ofe, if the names of thrfe

capuins had been printed, of which I take notice, in order, as

far as is m my power« to prevent future omiflions of the like

Jcind, which defeat us of lights in hillory ; which are often c(

more confe<]uence, than perhaps the writers of a Gazette can

imagine.
< See the admirals letter to the earl of Nottingham, and all

the relations hitherto pubhfhed of that engagement, in which this

fafl of preferving the rear of our fleet, is allowed to have fecured

nnd eilabli(hed the vjflory, and to have contributed moft of any

thing to the defeat of the French.
' Burchet, Kenneths compleat hidoiy^ life of king WilUam,

kiftgrical memoirs of £urope.
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'* the iignal for iht fleet to cut their cables ; I obferved the

" Frtncb to be forced from the race of Aldtrnty (where

" they anchored) to the eaftward \ and fioding, that fonie

" of them endeavoured for the bay of Cherbourgy \ Hood
** ii fok^ that place, where I found three three-decked

" (hips of the enemies^ but fo clofe to the (hore, and

** Witbiz) fome rocks, that it was not (iik for me to at-

'' tempt thenii till I had informed myfelf of the road s

'* they being bawled into the ihoai-water, I immediately

*' took my boats, and founded within gun-fliot of them

;

" Which thdy endeavoured to prevent by firing at us; And,

** that ho time might be loft, I went immediately oh board

** the Sh Alhatiiy where, for the encouragement of the

*' feamen, I hoifted my flag \ nnd^ haviQg ordered the

" ^hy^ with two fire-fliips, to attiend me, I ftood in with

'* them, leaving the great mips without, as drawing too

" much water. But coming very near, they galled us fo

*'' extremely, and finditig the fire-fhips couJd not get in,

" I judged it beft to retreat without (hot, and there an-

" chored \ dnd immediately called all the captains, where

it wa^ refoived to attempt them in the morning, with

all the third and fourth rated, and flre-fhips. For, after

having drawn them into fotir fathom and a half of

water, I foUnd we could not do our buiinefs, the water

being fliole j upon which, I ordered three fire-fliips to

prepare themfelves, to attempt the burning thehi, going

myfelf with all the barges and tenders to take them up,

if, by the enemy's (hot, they (hould mifcarry. In-

deed, I may ii^j^ and I hope without vanity, the fervice

•* was warm; yet, God be pr^iifed, fo effe^luaily per-

" formed, that^ notwithftanding all t^eir (hot, both from

their (hips and ports, two of our fire-fhips had good fuc-

cefi^ by burning tiiem \ the other, by an unfortunate

t a " (hoti
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*' (hot, fet on fire, being jufl: going on board theenenrf

;

<' indeed, fo brave was the attempt, that I thinic they can

** hardly be fafficiently rewarded } «nd> I doubt not, but

** their majefties will do them right.

•• The fhiW Prgnth fhip being run a-fhore, and ob-

'< ferving the people on board to go on (hore by boats-fiiil^

** I ordered the St, Albam and Rtfervt^ and orhere, to fire

'^ upon her, judging it might caufe them to i]uit her

;

** and, after having battered her for fomc time, I ob-

*' ferved (he made na refii^ance \ I took all the boats

*'*' armed, ao4 went aboard her ; I found abundance of

** men on board, and feveral wounded ; but no officers

;

*^^ and, having caufed all the people, as well thofe who
** were wounded, as others, to be taken out, I fet her

*< on fire ; and, had I not had timely notice by my fcouts,

*• that thirty (hips were ftandmg with nsy had fent all

•* the French on (hore, who are now Tcry troublefome to

** me. The (hips we faw, proved to be fir Jclhn 4/hbyy

•* and the Duuhi coming from the weftward : we are

*< proceeding together to the eallward to La HoguSy where

*< I am informed, three or four of the enemy's* (hips

•« are j and, if fo, I hope God will give us good fuccefs

:

" 4 expert to find the admiral to-morrow, where I hope

*• to hear he has deftroyed fomt of the enemy's fliips,

.

** having left him in chace of them lafl night, standing to

•* the eaftward, and pretty near them, as I judged. My
* lord, I hope you will excufe me, if I prefumo to pray

«« you will ufe your interell with the queen, that a re-

** ward may be given to the three captains of the fire-(hips,

«* and feveral of the others, for greater zeal, and greater

*« bravery, I never faw : I pray your excufe for being thus

« tcdiouis and particular. Pray God pifefcrvc thcic^ majc-

- .' ^fties.



ICIlTf

;

:y can

lot, but

»*'

nd'ob-

ts-fuir,

to fire

It htr;

I ob-

e boats

ance of

officers J

i'c who

fet her

r fcOUtS,

rent a![

fonit to

we are

', where

fi (hips

fuccefs

:

I hope

*s fliips,

nding to

d. My
I to pray

at a re-

re-fliips,

i greater

ing thus

i*^ maje-

*• fties.

4i

«(

CC

i(

«(

S/V RALPH DELAVAL, /i:>/^ 261

*< (lies, and that their arms may be ever crowned with fuc-

'* cefs by Tea and land, thall be the prayers and endeavours

* of, ^c,

P. S. « Captain Hgatb burnt TourvWeh fljip, the

Royal Sun, which was the moft difficult ; captain Gretna

way burnt the other, called the Conquerant ; the jtdmi'

rabk was burnt by our boats ; captain Fowlis attempted

the Royal Sun, but was fet on fire by the enemy's ihot

;

yet, he deferves as well as the Qthers «."

It was natural to cxpedt, after fo g-^llant an aftion as

this, that every officer, who had a fignal concern therein,

fhould be encouraged and promoted; but, it fell out in

feme meafure otherwife, from that caufe which is generally

fatal to the merics of En^lijh officers, the power of pariy-

intereil. A fpirit had been raifed againfl admiral Rujj'el^

who commanded inchjefj and klnglP^/liam, for reafons

that will be given in another place, found himfelf under a

ncceffiry of laying that great man afidc, which alio obliged

him to put the command of the fleet inro commiffion.

Accordingly, Hfnry Kilkgrew^ cfq; fir Ralph Dtlavaly and

fir Chudejley Shovel^ knis. were appointed joint-admirals

of the fleet ; which was rcputjd one of the greateft the

maritime powers had ever fen t to fea. In the month of

May^ the adrtiirals formed their line of battle at 5/. Helenas,

which confided of feventy fliips of the line, thirteen fri-

gates, nineteen fire-(hips, befides bfigantines, bomb-veflels,

and hofpiial {hips. Bifliop Burnet^ and Tome other writers,

would have us believe, that the inactivity of this mighty

naval armament, was owing to the fecret inclination that

two of the admirals, Killegrew and DeJaval had, for the

T 3 fervice

t XiOndon gazette, &c.

,. ^^-
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fervice of king James ; but the /cal truth of the matted

was, that the fleet was not either vi^ualled or manned
i|

the men b;in^ put to (hort allowance at their firft going to

lea, and five regiments of foot ordered on board irom

Portfmouth, purely to make up an appearance of manning.

Befides all thi^, the miniftry were abfclutely deceived in

their intelligence; in confequence of which, they fent

ufelefs, inconfiftent, and contrary orders. For, firft, the

admirals were enjoyncd to attack the French fleet at Brefl;

to which port it was believed the Touhn fquadron was al-

ready coipe, and difpofitions were accordingly made for

that fert'ice ; but, upon fending the ff^ar/pight to look into

Bre/f, it was found there was not fo much as a ^ip there.

Befor? the return of this frigate, the grand fleet had con-

voyed fir George Rooke, with the great Turky fleet lender

his care, twenty leagues farther than it was firft intf^nded

;

and yet, they had fcarce parted with them, before they had

an account, that the Toulon fquadron was adlually in the

Mediterranean. It was then propofed in a council of war,

to follow fir George to Lijbon j but this defign was laid

afide for two reafonsj firft, becaufe, the court having

i^lready fent orders to fir George to return, it was very un*

certain, whether they (hould be able to meet him ; and

fecondly, becaufe, upon a review of their piovifions, and

upon an equal repartition of them, it was found, they

bad not fuflicient for fuch an expedition, even at (hort al«

^owancc \
The

II I ^'^"^^^ ". '''"''
'.

.

'
' " '

' '
'*

>) This is aitiong the humber pf thofe tranfadions, which

never arc to be underflood from general hiflories ; and which are

with vtxy great difficult/ unravelled in a houfe of commons. He,

who obeys orders, does his duty certainly, though he fhould do

his couRtry injury by his obedience, becai^fe a general example
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:'' The admirals having communicated all this to the

court, orders were fent them on the 25 th of yiuguji^ to

return to St. Helenas j which they did, and having landed

the regiments they had on board, the fleet feparated, part

of the great (hips were laid up, and the remainder were

appointed for a winter guard ; and thus (if they can be io

called) the operations of the campaign ended. The mif-

fortune that befel fir George Rwhe^ and the 7urky fleet

under his convoy, naturally occafioned a great clamour

;

and upon this, a very drift enquiry was made into the

affair, firft, by the privy-council, and then by parliament;

where, on the 17th. of NovmbeVy the houfe of commons

came to a rcfoluiic ,
" that in the afl^air of convoying

*' fir George Rooke to fea, there had been a notorious and

" treacherous mifmanagement ;" and yet, when the quef-

tion was put for cenfuring the admirals who commanded

in chief, it met with a Negative, We mull, therefore,

in order to reconcile thefe two votes, fuppofi- the opinion

of the houfe of commons to have been, that this notori-

ous and treacherous mifmanagement was not in them

:

and, indeed, biftiop Burnety though he condemns the ad-

mirals, nas left us fuch an account of their juftification,

as feems to confirm this fuppofition ; for he fays, that the

orders fent theci from the cabinet council, were ill given,

$nd worfe executed. Now, it may be queftioned, how
,'•- T 4.

;••'"' - bad
'^M."

difobedtence is of much worfe confequence than any, particular

wrong liep with regard to the conduft of an expedition ; and be-

£cJes, if you take away this general rule of obedience, it is im-

EofTitjle for men to know how to conduct themfelves from the

i^hefl to the ioweft ftation ;, add to all whkh, that where men
receive doubtful, perplexed, and confufed orders, they ought, in,

regard to their own fafety, to adhere clofely to the letter, and
V^ve fuch as drew the orders, to anfwer for them.

,^

W

I
'

1 1 i

.
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bad orders can be well executed? But the biOiop goe3

farther, he tells us, that thefe orders were weakly drawn,

ambiguous and defe»5live ; to which he adds, that the ad-

mirals (hewed no other fign of zeal, than in flridlly obey-

ing thefe order?. I fhould be glad to know, what other

zeal they could (hew, when under fuch inflrudtions, and

with a fleet in fuch a condition. The bufinefs, however,

ended in laying Mr. Killegrew and fir Ralph Dilaval afide

;

and to fpeak my fentiments freely, I believe this to be as

much the effed of party fpirit, as the layirig afide admiral

RuJJely was the year before. As for fir Cloudejley Shovel^

he happened to be in favour with the parly that difliked

the other two admirals, and fo he efcaped, though he had

concurred with them in erery thing. I do not fay this,

with any defign of refledling on the memory of that

brave man, who, 1 am perfuaded, was not at all culpable

;

but only to (hew the pemicicus efFei^s of party intrigues,

by which, ail things were then governed : I wifli I could

lay, that nothing like it has ever happened fince '.

Sir Ralph Delayal lived thenceforward privately, as a

country gentleman, upon his own eftate, which was very

confiderabie, and troubled not himfelf with public affairs.

He disd in the beginning of the month of January^ 1707*

and

i In fuch cife.s the faireft way 15 to take the judgment of the

failors. If a man, who has been unfortunate, retains the love of

fuch as he commanded ; there feems to be no reafon for laying

him afide, becaufe fucU ai> o$cer» when enaployed again, will

be more vigilact, than any other, in order to retrieve his credit ;

and the French have, generally fpeaking, purfued this maxim,"

with equal honoiir and ddvant&ge. It is always right to punifb

bad condudl in an ofHcer, even where he h^s.fuccefs; but to

punifh a good officer merely for want of fuccefs^ is barbarous an^

bafe ; nay contrary to the maxims of djfcipline and good policy. :
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and on the 23d of the fame month, was buried with great

folemnity in Wejiminjier Abbey, The violence of party-

prejudice being then abated, he went to the grave with the

reputation of a great and gallant o0icer, and of a generous^

hofpitable man ; which, according to the beit accounts I

have been able to procure, he certainly deferved ; though

he was fo unfortunate, as to pafs nine years of his life in

an obfcure retirement, and that too, in a feafon when his

fervice might have been moft ufeful to his country '*.

Memoi Rs ^ *$";> CloudesleV Shove L, Knt,

Rear- Admiral of England, i^c.

JT is certainly a juft obfervation, that virtue alone

creates nobility. He, who enjoys a title by birth, de-

rives it from the virtue of his ancetiors; and he who

raifes himfelf into high rank, fupplies the want of an-

ceftors by perfonal merit. Under all free governments,

the latter ought to be encouraged, as well as the former

refpedted ; for, as every fuch government muft flourifh,

or decline, according to that portion of public fpirit, which

is found among its fubje<5ls ; fo, the only means by which

this fpirit can be either excited or maintained, is the pro-

per diftribution of rewards, and the ftriit punifliment of

criminals. Where virtue is negleded, and vice unpuniihed,

corruption Is at the height, and the difTolUtion of that ilate

near at hand.

We were not in any fuch iituation, at the time this

brave man was born, which was about the year 1650*

J. ^

1

^^ Xife of qaeen Anne, complete hiftory of Europe for the
year 1 707, PointcrV chronological hiftcry, Scq.
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His parents were but in middling circumftances ; and as

they had fome expcflations from a relation whofc name

was Cloudcpyy they thought fit to bellow that name upon

their fon, as a probable means of recommending him to

this relation's notice. But, whether they were difappointed

in their views, or, from what other accident it arofe, I

am not able to fay -, but fo it was, that young Ckudejley

Shovel was put out apprentice to a mean trade, I think to

that of a Shoe-maker^ to which he applied himfelf fop

fome years j but being of an afpiring difpofition, and find-

ing no appearance of railing i^is fortune in that way, he

betook himfclf to the fea, under the protection of fir

Chriftopher Mynns\ with whom, I fpeak it to his honour,

he went as a cabin-boy j but applying himfelf very aflidu-

oufly to navigation, and having naturally a genius for the

art, he foon became an able feaman ; and as thofe were

ftirring times, in which merit always thrives, he quickly

arrived at preferment. This he, in fonrje meafure, owed

to the favour of the famous i^r John Narboroughy a man who

having raifed himfelf to thehigheft honours of his profeflion,

Vy mere dint of capacity, was a generous patron of all

who difcovered any extraordinary degree of worth, arnj

this was what recommended Mr. Shovel to his notice »,

After the clofe of the fecond Dutch War, our nier-

chants, in the mediterraneany found themfelv^s very much

diftrefled by the pyratical ftate of 'tripoli\ which, not-

^ithftanding feveral treaties of peace that had been con-

cluded with them, began to commit frefh depredations al-

moft as early as the Dutch war broke out. As foon,

therefore, as the king found himfelf at leifure, he ordered

a

.
*»3>'

Complete hlftory of Europe for the year 1 707, &«.
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ji ilrong fquadron into thofe parts, to deprefs the infclence

of thefe Cor/airSy under the command of fir Johr Nar-

borough, who arrived before Tripoli in the fpring of the

year 1674, where he found all things in very good order

for his reception. The appearance of the enemy's ftrength,

joined to the nature of his inflru^ions, which directed

him to try negotiation, rather than force, determined him

to fend a perfon in whom he could confide^ to the dey of

Tripoli, to propofe terms pf accommodation, and thofe

too, very moderate in their nature ; for he defired only

fatisfiadlion for what was paft, and fecurity for the time

to come. The admiral entrufted Mr. Shovd with this

meflage, who accordingly went on (hore, and delivered

it with great fpirit. But the dey, defpifing his youth,

treated him with much difrefpedt, and fent him back with

an indefinite anfwer. Mr. Shovel, on his return to the

admiral, acquainted him with fome remarks he had made

on ihore: fir John fent hip) back again with another

meifage, and well furniflied with proper rules for con-

ducting his enquiries and obfervations. The dey's beha-

viour was worfe the fecond time ; but Mr. Shovel bore it

with patience, and made ufe of it as an excufe for flaying

fome time longer on fhore. When he returne<f, he

aifured the admira}, that it was very pradlicable to burn

the (hips in the harbour, notwithftanding their lines and

forts ; accordingly, in the night, on the 4th of March,

lieutenant Shovel, with all the boats in the fleet, filled

with combuftible matter, went boldly into the harbour^

and, as I have already related in another place, deliroyed

the enemy's ibips, with a degree of fuccefs fcai;ce tp be

conceived 5 of which, fir John Narborough^ gave fo ho-

nourable an account, in all his letters, that the next year

Mr. Shwel had the command given him of the Sapphin,
:A^

» m.
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a fifth rate, from whence he was not long after rcmoycci

into the James Gallsy^ a fourth rate, in which he con-

tinued to the death of king CharUs II. who firft railed,

and *>ad always a great kindnefs for him **.

There were reafons which engaged king James to

employ captain Shovely though he was a man far enough

from being in his favour ; accordingly he was preferred to

the command of the Dover^ a fourth rate, in which

fituation he was, when the revolution took place. This

was very fortunate for captain Shovel^ as well as very

agreeable to his way of thinking; which, together with

his activity in the fervice (for he was in every engage-

ment almoft that happened, during that reign) made hira

very confpicuous, and made his rife in the navy as quick

as he could wi(b. He was in the firil battlii, I mean that

of Bantry-Bay, in the Edgar, a third rate, and gave fuch

iignal marks of his courage s condud, that when king

ifillam came down to Port/).
, he was pleafed, on the

recommendation of admiral Herbert^ who, for that adlion,

was raifed to the dignity of earl of Torrington, to confer

upon him, and captain 4/bby^ of the Defiance, the honour

of knighthood. This was foon followed by further fer-

vices, as they were by additional rewards ; for iir Cloudejley,

after cruizing in the Soundings, and on the coaft of Ire-

iandy during the winter of the year 1690, and the en-

' ."IfVff^^s'" .

''••-.
.' • fuing

b Complete hiftory of England by biihop K^nnet, vol. iii. Bur-

chefs memoirs, Columna Roftrata, and fir John Narborough's

letter to fir Paul Rycaut j this hardy cntcrpnze was not only high-

ly honouiable to the reputation of the EogltOi arms at lea, buC

of infinite coofequcnce to our commerce ; which remained from

this time forward fafe from thfe irifiil 6f thefe barbarous an(i

^htevtOi enemies^ wh« were ]n»#i«imsiiu:aisUhat forts afid lites

were no fecuricies againft the courage of Englilh feamen.
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fumg fpring, was, in the month of Junf, employed in

convoying king ff^lHamy and his army, into Inland i who
was To highly fatisfied with his diligence and dexterity (for

without queftion, in matters of this nature, he was one

of the ablell commanders ever put to Tea) that he was

gracioufly pleafed, not only to appoint him rear-admiral

of the Bluiy but did him alfo the honour, with his own
hands, to deliver hinr) his commiilion '.

After performing this fervice, it was intended he

fhould have joined the grand fleets but on the loth of

Juiy^ king fVillism receiving information, that the enemy ^

intended to fend upwards of twenty fmall frigates, the

biggcft not above thirty-fix guns, into St. George's channel,

to burn the tranfport-fliips, he was ordered to cruize off

of Scillyt or in fuch a ftation as he fhouW judge moft

proper for preventing that defign ; and to fend frigates to

ply eaftward and wcftward, to gain intelligence of the

body of the French fleet, fo that he might be the belter

able to provide for his own fafcty* And they, upon meet-

ing with vice-admiral KillegreWy in his return from the

Streights^ were to give him ©otice of all circumftances,

that fo he might likewife take care not to be intercepted* ^

He cruized up and down in the aforclaid ftation, till the

2ift of Jub/, without meeting any tiling remarkable j and

then the Dover and Experiment joined him from the coaft

of Ireland^ with a ketch that came out of Kinfak^ on

board of which was colonel Hacket^ captain John Hamil-

ton^ Archibald Cockburn, efqj Anthony Thgmpjbn^ efqj cap-

tain Timias Power, Mr, PVtll'mm Sutton^ and fix fervants,

? 5 i . who

Tfm

I' , 1*

"W

m
litmiitm

« Burd.«t, Mr. Pepys*s papers, life of king William,' memoirs
•f the war in Ireland, Btirn?c, Oldmixoii.
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cruizing, till he was ordered to make part of fir George

Rooke*s fquadron, wh :\\ efcorlcd the king from Holland^

and from which fervice, he did not return into the Downs

till the month of January following. It was his felicity,

that, as his fervices were well intended, fo, generally fpeak-

ing, they were well received j and, if fir Cloudefley Shovel

a^y lime mifled of fuccefs, nobody ever pretended to fix

imputations upon his conduct ; his courage, and his fin- -

cerity, were alike unqueHionable ; and though this was

not the moft credulous age, yet there never was heard of

fuch an infidel, as one who did not believe Shovel had

boih. On this account, moft people were very well fa-

tisBed, when the king, in the fpring of the year, and jull

before he fet out for Holland^ declared him rear-admiral

of the Red ; and, at the fame time, commander of the

fquadron that was to convoy him thither. On his return

from thence, he joined admiral ^u^/, with the grand Beet,

and had a -great (hare in the glory of the famous victory

at La Hogue, For the French^ after an engagement for ;

Tome hours breaking their line, and Tourvi/le being difcover-

ed to tow away northward, when the weather cleared up,

the Englijh admiral gave the fignal for chafing, and fent

notice to all his (hips, that the enemy was retiring. At the

fame time, feveral broadfides were heard to the weftward,

and though the (hips that fired could not be feen, it was

concluded, they were the blue fquadron, that by a fliift of

wind, had weathered the French ; it proved however to be

the brave fir Cloudefley Shovel^ rear-admiral of the Redy

who had, with wonderful pains and diligence, weathered

their admiral's own fquadron, and got between them and

their admiral of the blue ; but after he had fired upon the

French for fome time, Tourvilky as well as the,admiral of

that fquadron, came to an anchor with fome of the fliip«

of

K-;.' * I
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df their divifion ; but could not difcover one another by

rcafon of the thicknefs of the weather*. _ . , j, .,
^

Whek it was thought requifite, as we hare had occa-

fion more than once- to obferve, that the fleet (bould be

put under the joint admirals, in the fucceeding year, he

was one, and, perhaps, if there had been nothing more than

this joint commiflion, we might well enough account

from thence, for the misfortune that happened in our af-

fiairs at fea, during the year 1693. This, the intelligent

reader will the more eafily credit, when he is put in mind,

that thefe joint admirals were of different parties, that is

to fay, Killegrew and Delaval were declared tories^ and

Shovel a determined whig. Yet, as they were all good

feamen, and very probably all meant their country well,

though they did not agree in the manner of ferving it

;

it is mod likely, that, upon mature ccnfidei*atibn of the

pofturc things were then in, the orders they had received

from court, and the condition of the fleet, which was

not either half manned, or half vi(5lualled, the admirals

might agree, that a cautious execution of the inftrudtions

they had received, was a method as fafc for the nation,

and more fo for thcmfelves, th^n any other they could

take. There was, therefore, no great reafon for that

J)icce of Dutch wit played off upon this occafion, in a

picture, wherein the taking of the Smyrna fleet was re-

prefented

* It may not be amifs to mention here, the care taken by

queen Mary, to encourage thofe who had behaved fo well in this

engagement , for fhe was no fooner informed of the vidory,

than Ihe immediately fent down 30,000 1. to be diftributed a-

mongft the foidiers and feamen, and gold medals for all the of-

ficers. Colonel Haftings, who was killed in the fight, was buried

on the 7th of June, in great ftate, the queen fending her coaches,

and the nobility and gentry two hundred more ; the whole being

efcortcd by eight companies of guards.
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pitfented at a diftance, and fir Cloudeftey ShoveU on board

his own (hip, with his hands tied behind him, one end of •

the cord being held by each of his colleagues j to infmuate,

that he would have prevented this misfortune, if the ad-

mirals Killigrew and Dilavaly had not hindered him. Bur,

when the affair came to be enquired into in parliament,

fir ClouieJUy Shcvii, at the bar of the houfe, defended his

colleagues, as well as himfelf, and gave fo clear and plain

an account of the matter, that it fatisfied all people, who

were capable of being (atisfied, of the innocence of the

commanders, I mean in point of vreachery, which had

been ailerted by a vote of the houfe of' commons j for

which, if there was any foundation, it mull hare lain -

cither among the inferior people at the admiralty, or thofe

in the fecretary of dates office, who were bribed to give

intelligence to the French ^ But, poffibly, even this was

but fufpicion.

The chafad^er of fir Chud^fiy Shovel^ remaining ab-

folutely unimpcached, we find him again at fea, in the

year 1694, in the channel, and on the French coaft,

where he had the honour to command as vice-admiral of

the red, under lord BerkUy^ admiral of the blue, in the

fiimous ejipediiion to Camaret-Bay \ of which I have a!-
'

^

ready given fo large an account, that I think it altcge-

ther needlefs to repeat it here; and, therefore, (hall only

fay, that Gr Cloude^ diftinguiflied himfelf by his fpeedy

JHid dextrous embarkation of the land-forces, when they

failed upon that unfortunate expedition ; as alfo, when,

oA their retui'n l& England^ it was thought neceflary to

fend the fleet again upon the coaft of France^ to bombard

Vol. IV, U Diep,

Jwl- yiib

^ Burchct, Burnet, Oldmixon, prefcnj ftate of Europe fgr the

year 1693, l:fe of king WiUiao), Cnaadlcr's debates, &c.
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Z)/VyO, and other places. Towards the end of the feafo*,

the command devolved upon fir Cloudapy Shovel, by lord

Berkley's going to London j and then he received his mj^-

jelly's exprels commands to undertake the bombardment

of Dunkirk
-f
which he attempted, aa I have (hewn in the

naval hiftory of that year, to no purpofe, through the

fault of the engineer, who had proraifed more than either

he, or any other man, could perform. Sir Cloudejley Shovel,

howe 'er, took care to demonftrate from his conduct, that

there was no fault lay in him ; for be went with a boat,

within tne enemy's works, and fo became an eye-wiinefs

of the impoflibility of doing what his orders diredled to

be done ; and, therefore, on his coming home, he was

perfectly well received, and continued to be employed, as

a man who would command fuccefs, where it was pof-

fible, and omit nothing in his power, where it was not.

He had his fliare in the remaining part of the war j and,

after the peace of Ryjwick, was always confulted by his

majefty, whenever maritime affairs were under coniidera-

tion ^.

In the beginning of the reign of queen Anne, he was

not much in favour j and, tb^^refore, I do .not find him

employed, though he was then admiral of the white, in

any affair of importance, till he was fent to Vigo, after

the taking that place by fir George Rooke, to bring home

the fpoils of the Spcnijh and French fleet. This was in the

latter end of the year 1702, and le performed all that

was expcdled from him, with that zeal and expedition

which he bad formerly ihewed upon all occafions : for ar-

\ .

,
.

riving

C Burchet'3 naval memoirs, the third volume of this hiftory,

under the year 1694, life of king William, complete hiftory of

England, by bifKop Kcnnet. ^
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Hving at Vigo on the i6th of OUohery he got things into

fuch forwardnefs, that he carried off whatever could pof-

fibly be brought home ; burnt the reft, and, notwith-

ilanding the ftormy feafon of the year, the foulnefs of hi?

ihips, and hi.« being cmbarrafled with prizes, arrived fafely

in the Downs^ on the 7 th of November ; which was con-

fidered as fo remarkable a ferviee by the court, ih::t it was

immediately refolved to employ him in affair* of the

greateft confequencc for the future. Accordingly, he com-

manded the grand fleet up the Stt eights^ in ihe >ear 1703*

where he did every thing it was pi ffible for an admiral to

do, whofe inftrudions were very hirge ; and who yet

wanted force to accomplifli almoft any part of thoie in-

ftru€lions. It is in fuch conjunctures as thele, \\\zx. the

(kill and capacity of an admiral chiefly appear ; and in

this expedition, fir Cloudejley gave as great proofs of his

courage and condud, as any admiral could do ; for he

proteded our trade from all attempts of the French j he

did what wa.*^ poflible to be dotie for the relief of the pro-

teftants, thca in arms in the Cevennes ; he countenanced

fuch of the Italian powers, as were inclined to favour the

caufe of the allies i and he ftruck fuch a terror into the

friends of the French, that they durft not perform what

they had promifed to Undertake for that Court. All this he

did with a fleet very indifferently mannedj and ftill worfe

Viflualled J fo that, notwithftanding the management of

our affairs atfea was feverely Cenfured that year in th^;;

houfe of commons, yet all parties agreed, that fir Clouaejh'yk

SkiVilhAd 4one his duty in everv refp?^, and very #* it

MtA ,

4 thpnf I'vl *'»
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deferved the high truft and confidence that had been rei^

pofed in him ^

In the year 1704, fir Gmrge Roth comfnandrd thf

grand fleet in the MedieerraftMn, to reinforce which,* fir

Cloudejlty Ohwtl wat fent with a powerful fquadron j and-

Iie took fuch care, not on?/ to execute his orders, but to

didinguifh in what manner they ought to be exccjted;

that by joining the fleet in the midft of the month of

June^ he wai very inftrumental in the fuccefs that fol-

lowed ; as by that very action, he cflfe6tually difappointed

all the French fchemes^ though that court had boafted,

tbey
i.'p:^

^ Biihop Burnet gives us hat a melanchotly account of this ex-

pedition, and yet he very honeftly ]ullifi«% the admiral's conduft

This prelate's account of (he matter, is very ftrong, and very

well worrh the reader's notice. I have not touched it in the for-

sner volume, and, ihercfbre, I think it will not be amik to in-

sert it here, as a proof that I do not over-rate the ment of the

great men, whofe aivions I record. ** It was refolved to iVnd a
*' ftrong fleet into the mediterranean ; it was near the end of
** June, before they were ready to iailr and they had, orders to

*' come out of the freights by the end of September. Every thing
*' was fo ill laid in this expedition, as if it hsid been intended, that

nothing Auiuld b? done by it, bffides the convoying our mer<

chani^-ftup<i, which did not require the fourth part of fuch a

force. Shovel was fent to command; when he faw his in*

ftru£tions, he reprefentcd to the miniftry, that nothing, could
*' be expend from this voyage i He was ordered to go, and he
'* obeyed his orders. He got tc Leghorn by the bfegi.Afng of
^ September. His arrival feemed to be of great confequence,

" and the allies began to take couragje from it ; bu; :Hcy were
** foor diiappointed of thejr hopes, when th^y underAoad that,

'* by his orders, he could only Aay a few days there Nor ^var
** it eaiy to imagine, what th» defign of fo grea: an expedition

«< could be, or why fo much money was thrown away on fuch

** a projed ; which made us defpifed by our enemies., while it

«« prdvoked our Aiends, who might juHly think thty could not

«* depend upon fuch an ally, who; lAsnaged fo grest a force, with

«' fo poor a conduA, as neither ia hurt their enemies, nor pro-

** tc^ their ffiends by it."

it
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=tlic^ ihftalci be a|>fe to reftore their maritime power, and

-give law to ibe confederates at fea, that fummer. He

took his part in the glorious adion off Malaga ; in which

he behaved with the utmoft bravery, as bifliop Burnit

vtry juftly obfervcs ; and yet, he had the gopd luck to

efcapc extremely well in that ^ftion, though, as he faid

hiihfclf in his letter, he never took more pains to be well

beat ;in his life ; but he was very far from taking to him-

^el^ jwhat fome have fince endeavoured to confer upon

hiiH, the glory of beating the fr^neh fleet, while fir George

.Rooke only looked ony or fought at a diftance. This wa«

not at all fir ClmdeJJe/s nature, he would no more be

guilty of an a£l of ii\jallice of this fort, than he would

have been patient in bearing it. Ke knew very well his

own merit, and his admiral's ; and he did juilice to both,

in the letter h^ wrote on that occafion, and of which the

reader may find ah extract in our former volume. This

battle was fought on the ^^xh. of Auguji^ 1704; fir

Clottdefley Shmel and 'fir J-ohn Leake, led the van ; fir C/cu-

dejley*s divifion confifted of nine (hips, the Barfleur^ Eagle,

Orford, AJfurance, Pf^arfpight, Siviftfun, }{ottingbam. Til-

My, and iht Lenox j in which, tfiey h3d only ofle officer

;kiiled, viz. the firft lieutenant of the Lenox, and feven

wounded, 105 private men killf>d, and 303 wounded.

After this victory, the French never durft think of fight-

ing 6ur fleets } and upon fir Cloudejky Shoveh return, he

was prefented to the queen by prince George, as lord high

admiral of England, and met with a very gracious recep-

tion ; and ws^ the next year employed as commander in

chiefs

U3 int

* I flial! be obliged to touch on fome particulars io this en-
g^gemen?, wJwn i.come t^ihc memoirs of fir George Rcokc;

bat

i
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Sir Cloudepey had no concern in the arts made ufeof

to lelTen the reputation of fir Georgt Rooh, in order to

pave the way for laying him afidej but after this was

done, and it became neeeflary to fend both a fleet and

army to Spain ; fir CUudeJlcy thought it' reafonablc to ac-

rcept the command of the fleet jointly, with the eaifl of
"
'Peterborough and Monmouth ',. zu^ accordingly arrired at

Lijhon, with the fleet, which confifted of twenty-nine hne

t)f battle fhips, in the month of June ; and towards the

latter end of the fame month, failed from thence for Ca-*

if<7/<?OTtf> arriving before the city of ^arcskna on the 12th

of Auguji^ where the liege of the place was undertaken,

though the £«^ii)2» army was very little, if at all, fuperior

to the garrifon within the town. There certainly never

%as an admiral in a moje untoward iituation tlian /ir

CloudiJIey Shovel founu himfelf in here- v The fcheme it-

felf^ appeared very impradicable $ the land officers divided

in their opinions; the prince of HeJJe, upon whom king

Charles principally depended, was not in fpeaking terms

.. • ,• /'}- .
' ,j. ,,. - X ; \vith

- ,v:a,'
. ,', .ti\^ru^; .'^^sl jViViV,' '.;;{V«'3

TTT
V-::

It may not be am'ifs t<^ ohftfve here iliciden'tajly, fhaf atthe

hcginftiPg of the batde, lit Gioudcfley Shoivcl, with the vattof

^e Englilh fleet, narrowly iniiTed being furrounded by tlv French ;

|)yt tliat fir Georoe Rooke perceiving thei^ Mefigh, bore down
irifi mediately to his affiflaneei which fcafonftble fuccour fir CIou-

defley Shovel returned in the latter part of the^fngagemfnt, ^j'hC/T

feveral (hips of the admiral's divifion being,for<;ed qut of the line,

for want of ammunition, fir Cloudefley- very* galhtntly tsame ift

jto bis 9id, and drew feveral of the enemy's fliips from .our centre.;

which, after they had felt the force of fome of fir Gloudeflcy

ShovePs divifion, did not think it fafe to advance along his J buc,

beiag clean and better failors,! they fet their fprit- fails, and with

their boats a head, towed from h.m, without giving him fhte

opponuoity of e:)^changing \yitb him fp much as a fingle broadr

fide. -
. .
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with the^carl of Peterborough ; all things necefTary for the

liege, were in a manner wanting, and all hopes of fupply

depended on admiral Shovel
-y
who, on this occafion, gave

tlie mofl: fignal proofs, not only of his vigilance, dexterity,

and courage, but of his conftancy, patience, and zeal for

tTie public ferv^ce. He furniflied guns for the batteries,

and men to ply them ; he landed for the ufe of the arnly,

almpft all the military" l^ores of the fleet ; he not only gave

prudent advice' himfelf, in all councils of war, but he

moderated the -heats and refentments of others ; and, in

Aprt, was, fo uleful, fo ready, and fo determined in the

/ervice, and took fuch care, that every thing he promifed,

fliould be fully and pundually performed,^ that his prefence

and councils, in a manner, forced the land-officers 10 con-

tinue their fiege, till the place v/as taken, to the furprize

of all the world j and, perhaps, moll: of all to xhe fur-

prize . of thofe by whom it was taken ; for, if we liiay

guefs at their fentiments, by what they declared under

iheir hands, in feveral councils of war, they fcarc« be-

lieved it pradtfcible to reduce fo llrong a place, with ^o

fnrall a force, and that fo ill provided. How great a fenfe

the queen had of this important fervice, and how much'

{he was perfuaded it would contribute to the advantage of

the common caufe, the reputation of her jirms abroad,

and the fatisfad:ion of her fubjefls at home, may appear

from her going exprefly to parliament upon this occafion,

upon the lylhoi. November, 1705; where, being feated

on. the tbrone>. £he (ept for the houfe of commons, on

purpofe to communicate to them the hews of this impor-

tant fucccfs, which.ihe cJid in the following fpeech, that

, dcfervcsjit <:'bfjjn U
•4 xiwhiO ,j5ff.

"^i'-i-
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deferves, for its fingularity, as weU a6 for its relation tc tht

I'ubjedt in hand, a place in this hiftory *•

" i^> Itfrij j/7^ Gentlemen,
"*

** Having newly received letters from the king of

** Spainy and the earl of Peterborou^b^ which contain %
** yery particular account of our great and happy fuc<?eflcs

«* in Caialeniay and fhcwing at the fame time thp reafon-

** ahlcnefs of their being immediately fupported j I look

** upon this, to be a matter of fuch cpnfequencp in itfelf,

•« and fo agreeable to you, that I have ordered a copy of

** the king of Spain's letter to myfelf, and a letter from

^* the Junta of the a^W'mry army of Cotab^ia^ and ano-

•' ther letter from the city of Vicb^ as alfo, an extract of

** the earl of Peterborough's letter to ipc, to he pommuni-
•* cated to both houfes of pairliament.

^
f« I recommend the confideration pf them to you^

<• gentUfnen of the hot/ifi of commons^ very particularly, a§

*? the fpeedieft way to reftore the monarchy of Sp^iw,

^} to the houfe of Ai^flria\ and^ therefoi-Ci I afliirc myr
^* felf, you will, enable me to profocute the advantages

<* we have gained, in the moil efie^ual manner, and to

improve the opportunity which God Almighty is pleafe4

to afford us, of putting a profperous end to the prefen^

* war.
»

. ...

' ** AS? LorSi and Gentlemen^

_*• I MUST not lofe this occafion of dcfiring you to give

*' as much difpatch ^Q the matters before you, as the na-

<* ture

* Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, <lr. Friend's account of the carl

of Peterborough's expedition, iapartial enquiry into the manage*

cient of the war with Spain, complete hiilory of Europe for the

year 17059 life of queen Anne, &c.
,

<(
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if turt of them allow, thsu fo in our preparations for next

M year, you may be early, which cannot fail of b^in^

" a great advantage to us.
'

"

^ The next year, fq: CHdfflfy again commanded the

Qeet i but it (ailed very late, fo as not to reach the river

of LiJbQn till the month of Novmheri and, even when

it arrived there, the difpures which arofe amongft the lord«

of king QbftrUs'i council, and his generals, with the de«

lays of the PortugUfZf, who were far from being hearty

jn his caufe, difappointed all the great deigns of the mari*

time powers^ and the effe^s that might have been reafon«>

ably expe^ed from the powerful reinforcement of troops

which were embarked on board the grand |]eet. In thii

uneafy iituation, fir Cjoudf/Iiy Shovel did all that could be

pxpedted from a wife and vigijant commander -, for he not

pnly clofely ^ttend<d to the proper duties of his own
charge, hut lefjt no method untried to prevail upon the

general^ and favourites of king Charles^ to come to fuch

an agreement, as might fecure the advantages already ob-

tained, and effedtually fix their mafter, who was then at

Madrid, u^ o;^ the throne of Spain, 3ut, though the care

and conpern of the admiral had very little effect on this

^de, yet| his reprefentations in fmugnly met with greater

regard. It feems, that one of the young princes of the

iroyal family^ whQ was Qf ^ very wild temper, had com-

ini(ted fome odd infulti pp the ieamen as they came a«-

ihore fj:oia the lle?t snd the foit«, at the entrance of the

fivefi and fired ^poi^ lome oi our m?^ of war ; upon

WlMoh, ijr CkHdiffit made his reprefentations to the mini-

stry >V^ haying received a very dUTatisfaftory anfwer, he

immediately

1 LondoD-Ca^ettc, No. 4179.
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Immediately demanded a cionfcrenrt with a perfon 'olf

great diftindlion, who was then at the head of their coun-

cils, and told him plainly, that the feamcn, fo long as he

bore the EngU/h flag, (hould maintain the ftridteft difcipline

i»hilc in the harbour of Portugal -, dnd,' therefore, he ex-

p^dled it flioUld receive thofe marks of friendfhip and re-

fj)eft, which were due to fo great'a princefs as the queen

his fovereigit ; or, in cafe of any failure, he (hould think

Ihimfelf oblig^rf to do his feamen, and the honour of his

country, right, and not fuffer ihc EngViJh flag to be iri-

fulted, while he had the honour to wear it. This, fir

Xjloudejley cxprefled in fuch a manner, and feconded his

Wdrds'with To brilka refentmenf, whtn the firft-fhention-

ik ififi'ont was next repeated, that thecrowtj of Portugal

thought fit to ifliib out fuch 'orders^ as he defiredf and

things wore another fSce, in that part of the world, ever

afterwards 5 which was cntii^ely owing to the courage and

cbnduft of fir CUudejley^ who knew very well h.oytX6

diftinguifh between the complaifance due to anally^^ and

that complyiflg forbcarande which is unworthy o^i^vi Bng"

=^ admiral". ' - •

~
. • ^

'

;.

•^ TMk beginning; of the year 1707 wore but an ifldiflfe-

rent afpe£l for {\i Clmdtjley. He had difpofed ail ihiiigs

iti ' fuch a manner, as that he might be able to fuccour

Meant \ and very probably had fucccedcd thcrciny if-odt

prevented, wheh the troops were on the point of em-

barking, hy zxe <x^<t^ ixom England^^ This order ^as'ob^

tained by the preffing inftances of the court of Partugat^

\vhich rcprefentcd here, that the fortes might be more
nsilfiii:!,- X'Jiw B Lsvi^D&i^ .. . .. - effectually. '{lOf.

TTT""™?*

" Burchet, Burnet, pidniixo;i» life of QUipen Anne, complete;

bittory of Europe for the year 1706, ic. '^^-'- '-
*
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effeduall/ employed In conjunftion with their army. Or-»

dcrs were fent to this purpofe, and a memorial was drawn

up, containing the termt upon which her Britannic ma*

jefty would confent to thie proportions made by the Por-

tuguiz$ minifter, in fhe itame and on the behalf of his-

maller. But, notwirhdanding thi$ application, the /W*-

tugutzs, being either unwilling, or unabl^y ta comply wiili^

thofe demands, it was refolved in a council of war^ to re^

fume the former project, and to land them at Alicanii

for which, orders foon after arrived Irom England, Ac-

cordihgi to this refolotion. the confederate fket failed^ oti

theyth of January, with the land-forcea from Lijhnxo

AU(ant, where they artTVed on the a8tb of the fame

month, and were a^aaUy landed. But, through the de-^

la^iabe expedition met with (an account of which wte

havfe formerly given) the troops, which, aftheir failing

from England, were little, if any thing, ftort of io,oc<y

men, were now found to be fcarce 7000 ; and iir Chudefley

Jinding that his prefi^nce ivould be of little ufe there, 9.t\6

that the fleet flood in nieed of repairs, left Meant on the

ijKhoi February, and returned to Lijhon, where he arrived

the 1 tth of March following. There he received orders t6'

prepar^ for the expeditioii againft Toulon; of which, we

have already faid much, and, therefore, (hall be the mbri

coricife in what weare obljged to add further upon ^hait

Aibjeai here ". '-ir'- i^
- '- i

The inftrudlions which fir Ckudefley SLvel received iti

relation to this important affair, which, if it had fucceeded^

muft have put an end' to the war, by obliging the -Pr^wi

. jm (1^4- .. ..i-i -cim:.. ' A ^. king

f

* '

a Complete hiftory of Earppe for the year 1707, Burchet's

naval hiftory, compared with all the French writers upon tt»i«

(otgea;
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km% to abandon the fupport of his graodfon in ^pai^

•were fent him to JLjfian i and, in obedience to thein» the

admiral made fuch difpatch, that on the joth of May^

he failed for Jlicanii where, haying joirved fir dtrgi

fyng% be proceeded to the coaft of Jtaif^ and in the latter

And of the month of June^ came to an "hor between

Nici and Jntibtt \ where he waked the t . tfU the duke of

SAvo)ft and ^m^Eui*ne>» who a^uilijr came on boatd the

29th of that month, and wheie entettained hy i\x Chudtfleif

vtth the utmoft magnificencQ. The enemy were tt that

time firon^y intrenched on th? riref f^/, and had ex-

tended their works above four miles into the country.

Xhefe entrencbmoLnta were defended by 800 horfc, and

ilx battallioni prfoot, and a reinforcement was daily ex-

pff^od, ot three battailioiM mote, under the command of

Usutenant-genera) D'tlhn^ i^i old Irijb officer, from whofit

courage and conduct the Fftnck had reafon to expc^ as

inuch as from any man in their ^vice ; and, indeed, if

ke had ariived in thofe lines, it is very doubtful, whether

thecoQfed«rate$ could have forced them. But, TvCl^wkJlif

having gbferved to the duke, that part of the French Hnes

were fo near the fea, that it was in his power to can-

i^on^de them ) and (hat he would land a body of feamea

who ftiould attack the higheft and ikrongelt of their in^

irenchmeutsi his royal highseis conA^ted that they (hould

be attacked immediately. Accordingly, on the iirft of

Jufyi fir CtmUfley ordered Ibur Eng^^ and one Dutch

man of war, to eritetf the mouth of the river fV» where

iStyty began to Cannonade the French Imea; ibon after

which, fix hundred Englijh feamen landed in open boats,

under the command of fir John NorriSy who was quickly

followed by the admiral ; and having begun the attack*

Ahe enemy were (0 terrified n^th fuch an uoexpefted falu-
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torfon, that they threw down their arim, iftcr a flioft

difpute, and abandoned their works •.
*«*•

This great effort made by the ^MglijS, not only prd-

cured an cafy paflagc, where the gfcaleft reflftance was

expedted, but totally difconeertcd the f^inih fchemes, fince

theft troops had foirce quitted thefe intrenchmentfy but

tiiey met, in their retreat, lieutenant-general DiiUn^ at thi;

head of his twelve battalions, and he waa fo alloni/hed,

that h* iufi«r«d himW to b« perfuaded (a abandop ihc

town of St, Paul, and to continue this retreat. On the

i4(h, a council of war was held on board the Admh^l, ii>

which it was refolved, to profecute the march to Toulon^

which the duke of Savoy promifed to reach in fix days.

It appears from this account, that, whatever there was of

zeal and fpirit in the condudt of this affair, proceeded from

the diligence and activity of fir Clmdtjlty, He propofed

forcing the paiTage of the Var, and executed it \ he in-

duced his royal highnefs of SQn)oy to purfue his anarch im-

mediately } and, as foon as that refolution was ^aken, the

admiral failed with his fleet for the iflands of Hieres, leav-

ing ten or twelve frigates to interrupt the enemies corre-

fpondence witb.//tf^. Theftory, therefore, that i&told of

fir Ckudijlifs detaining a fum of money, muft be without

foundation : for, before the attack, his royal highnefs muit

ha?e been perfectly iatisfied, otherwUe he would not have

undertaken it ; and he marched as foon as prince Eugene;

joined him, with the remainder of the forces,, Hr Chmdejlsf

Sbovd

, iV^il

*• 1

^

^.,S

• Seethe London -Gazette, No. 435 r, wherein there is an ac-
count of this expedition, bjr auciiority ; complete hifU^'y of Europe
for the year 1707, and all the /V^wf^ writers, who' agree, ibat.jf

thii mfs ha(^ not boen> forced by the Englifh, the dulR of Savoy^
and his army, could never have proceeded farther.

•> t ,ls* *»

I
'i.^
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^hffuil feeing no more of him tilt he reached. T^j/A^/i r. But^

inftead of fix, his t-oyal highnefs made it full twelve days

before he attacked io any manner the place ; and then never

pretended to lay any blarae upon fir Cloudtjliy^ but threw

it on prince Eugifte, who commanded the emperor's

forces, and who had orders not to expofe them. It is

true, that when fir Cloudejley went firft to compliment the

duke

P I have, in t.hc former volume, given fome account of the real

and pretended reafons for the mifcarriage of this expedition ; and

I there lay the greatrit weight on the body of forces fent by the

emperor Jofeph, to conquer the kingdom of Naples; which ex-

pedition, firft dciayrd, and then weakened the attempt upon Tou-
lon ; but, 1 had not at that time feen a valuable letter Of her

majefty queen Apne to the emperor, upon this fubjcA ; which, as

it was never publiOied, as it was written with her own hand, and

contains matter of an extraordinary nature, I thought it mi?ht

not be amifs to infert here, rather than conceal it from the reader.

This letter was to felicitate the emperor on the fuccefs of his arms

in Naples.

«<
Sir, tny brother^

«
««

«

• «

«
U
U
*t

U

*^ I rejoice with all my heart, with your imperial mnjefty, on

the reduction of the kingdom of Naples, to the obedience of

the catholic king, of which he has given me an accbunt by

his letter of the 30th of Augntt laft, and, I hope, that by a

joint purfuit, for the time tocome* of whatever Ihall be advan-

cagious to the common caufe, this fuccefs will be followed by

another, equally glorious and important to the houfe of Auftria,

in putting my brother, i^he catbolic king, in poflciTion of the

Spanifh monarchy, by the powerful fuccours that your imperial

majefly will^ after this happy event, be able to furnifh him i

to whom, I wifli all kind of profperity, and to your imperial

majefly, a continual feries of good fortune. This will give me
extream pleafurC) as being,

•». Kcnfington,
' " Sept. 29,

** Your Imperial Majefty's,

" Moft affeaionate Sifleri

« A N N K R/'

'i
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duke upon his fafe arrival, and to i-e^eive his commands

about landing artillery and ammunition, his royal highncfs

told him, he was glad to fee him ^t lalt, for the maritime

powers had made him wait a long while ; to which, whea

Tir Cloudejley anfwered, that he had not waited a moment,

fince it was in his power to wait upon his roya! highnefs

;

he replied imiling, / did not fay you, but the maritime

powers had made me wait : for this expedition I concertedfi

long ago as 1693 j andfourteen years is a longtime to wait^

fir Cloudefley 1.
'

The admiral ordered immediately one hundred pieces

of cannon to be landed from the Heet, for the fervice of

the batteries, with two hundred rounds of powder and

ihot, and a confiderable number of Teamen to ferve as gun-

ners ; neither was he warning in any thing that was de-

fired from him, during the whole afBiir ; but rather exceeded

what the duke and prince Eugene could rcafonably ex-

pert, as well with regard to his perfonal attendance, as tq

the. fervice of the fleet. Belides there was not any misfor-

tune on this fide, but it fell out altogether amongtt

the land-troops, who were beat from their polls with

very great lofs, on the I5ih of Augufl, N. S, On
the 1 6th, the fleet began to cannonade the town, and

throw bombs in the night, which was continued till fucli

time as the fiege was raifed, and which obliged the French

to fink all their capital (hips, a diflrefs that more than

countervailed the whole expence of this fervice, great as

it was. As the duke of Savoy never would have under-

taken this affair without the afliftance of the fleet, com-

manded by fir Cloudefley ; as he did nothing, \vhen befoi-e

^ • Touloni

1 Mcrciirc Hlftorique, 1:07, vol.ii. p. 331.
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fottloftt but by the affiftante of the fleet, froth whence ^
had all his military ftore$, fo he could not polfibly hzvt

made a fafe retreat* if it had not been covered by thfe con*

federate fieet» which attended them again to tht time of

thtfir rcpaffing the Far. Therej fomc new difpUtes hap-

pened, in which fir Oottdepy had little or no concetn.

Her Bntannic majefty's minifter laboured to perfuade

prince Eugene to take upon him the command of all the

forces in Spain^ in which the duke of Sawj likeWife con-*

curred} and iir Ckudejley offered to ^tranfport his ropl

highnefs, with a body of troops under his command \ but

this propolition being rejedted, his excellency bore away

for the StreighU'i and foon after, refolvcd to return hoiiie,

which was the kit aft of his life '.

He left fir ^thomas Dilktt at Gibraltar^ with nine iliips

of the line -, three fifth rates, and one of the fixth, for

the fecurity of the coafts of Italy, and then proceeded

with the remainder of the fleet, confifting of ten fhips of

the line, live frigates, four fire-fhips, a iloopj and a yatcht

for England, On the 22d of Oiiober^ he came into the

SeundingSy and in the morning, had ninety fathom water.

About noon he lay by j but^ at fix in the evening, he

made fail again, and ftood away under his courfes, believ-

ing, as it is prefumed, that he faw the light on ^cilly.

Soon after which, feveral (hips of his fieet made the fignal

of diftrefs, as he himfelf did -, and it was with much dif-

ficulty, t^at fir George Byng^ in the Royal Ann, faved

himfelf, leaving one of the rocks under her main chaios,

Sir John Norrii^ and lord DurJIey, aiib ran very great

rilksj

' Hiftory of Europ?, for the y«ar 170;, life of queen Anne,
aiemoifi of tht war, Jcc.
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tiib ; suk|» as we ha\Fe flsewn elftwhere, feverai (hips be^

fides Uie admiral's, perished -, there were with him, oii

boa%^ the 4UQci^tiQnf hit fons-in-Iaw, fit- J^^n Ifarbormgh^

^.ui James his brother, MtTrelawney, eldeft Ton to tb6

biihop of H^imhijiery i nd feveral other young gentlemen of

quality^ There is no faying how this unhappy accident fell

put* or to whofe fault it was owing, though a report pre-

vailed immediately after it happened, that a great part of

the crew had ^ot drunk for joy^ that they were withid

%ht of land* Sir ChUdf/kys body was thrown a-fliord

^e tlext day upon the ifland of Sci/fy, where forae fifhef'^ <

Inen took him upi and having ftolen a Valuable emerald

tm$ from his finger, (tripped and burffcd hiiii. This ring

being fhewn about, made i great tioife all over thfe ifland^

ind coming to the ears of mr. Paxion^ who ^Vas piirfer of

fi^ ArUndell^ he foutid out the fellows, declared the ring

tp be fir Clft^cUjIsy Sbovehy and obliged them to difcover

where they had buritd the body ; which he took up^ and

carried on board his own (hip, in which it waa tranfportecl

to Portfmmthy conrey'd from thence by land to London^

and buried from his houfe in Sobo-Squarti in ffyiminjier-

Jlbhtfy with great folemnity ; whe^e a fine monument of

white niarble was afterwards ere^ed by the queen's di-

tef^ioo, in ofdel- to do honour tti the ineqiof^y of (b gr^^t

4 raau, and fo worthy % fubjeft '.

Slit Claudejiey Shopit^ at the time of his deaths wti

i-ear-aditiU-^l of J^nglandi adniiiral of the whit;, ahd com-

Inander in chief of her majefly's fieet, one of the counqil

io prince Getrge oi Dinmatk^ as lord high admiral of Eni*

VouIV. 2 kndi

'i \i

«
,

* Barnet, Burchet, OUoiixop^ cosplnt hi|lor^ oC fiwr^ff^

Mercurc hiftori^ie, ire.

' *"lf^



i

i

\.

^go MEMOIRS df

land, elder brother of trinity-houfe, and one of the gover-

nors of Greenwich Hofpital ; in all which ftations> he dif-

charged his trult with the greateft honour and integrity;

and as, in his public charadter, he was an accompliflied

fea-ofBcer, one who had always the glory of his queen,

and the good of his country at heart ; fo in all circum-

ilances of private life, as an hulband, parent, or maftet of

his family, he condudcd himfelf with fuch prudence., wif-

dom, and tendernefs, that few men lived more beloved, or

died more lamented. Her majefty cxprefled a very parti-

cular concern for his lofs, and was pleafed to tell fir y^y^^

Leake^ when file made him rear-admiral'of England, that

(he knew no man fo fit to repair the lofs of the ableft fea-

man in her fervice ^ .....

Sir Cloudejley Shovel married the widow of his frienjl

and patron fir John Narharough, by whom he left two

daughters, coheireflls; the cldeft of which married lord

• Romney j and the other fir Narborough d^Aeth, baronet.

It may not be improper to add to thefe memoirs, his mo-

rumental infcription in Wejiminjier-Abbey j fince it is the

only one of its kind, and (lands there as a perpetual me-

morial of the fervices he rendered his country, and of the

grateful fenfe retained by the glorious princefs, by whom
lie was employed, and under whofe auljaicious condudt,

the arms of Great Britain, by fea and land, were ever

Yi^ftorious. Thus that infcription runs ".

«* Sir Cloudejley Shovel, knt. rear-admiral of Great-Bri^

*^ tain-, adiniral and commandtr in chief of ths fleet; the

, -*l Buichct, Barnet, Oldmixion, hiftory of Europe for the year

1707, London-Gazette, No.
« See Dart's hiftory of Weftmipfter-Abbcy, Maitland*ft furvey

of London, &c.



Sir Cloudeflcy Shovel, Knf, 2f)X

f* juit rewards of his long and faithful fervices : he was de-

*' fervcdiy beloved of his country, and efteemed, though

<< dreaded, by the enemy j who had often experienced his

*' conduct and courage. Being (hipwreckt on the rocks

*« of Scilfyy in his voyage from Toulon, the 22d ofOMer^
f' 1707, at night, in the 57th year of his age.

f His fate was lamented by all ; but efpecially the fea-

** faring part of the nation, to whom he was a worthy *

«' example. His body was flung on the (hoar, and buried

** with others in the fands ; but being foon after taken up,

•' was placed under this monument ; which his royal mi-

•* ftrefs has caufed to be erefted, to commemorate hi^

•* fteady loyalty, and extraordinary virtues/*

Memoirs ef^r GEORGE R O O K E, te.

- vice-admiral, and lieutenant of the admiralty of

: England, and lieutenant of the fleets andfeas of ihis

kingdom, one of her majefty*s mofi honour^hk^rivy

council^ &c.

IT is a thing we may reafonably cxpeft, and it is ge-

nerally found true, from experience, that fuch perfony

as rife into confiderable employments, by dint of merit,

and are withal of an honourable defcent, as they enjoy

their fortunes with lefs envy, fo they are, generally fpeak-

ing, more attached to the government and conftitution of

their country, than thofe, who, by a hafty rife from a low
beginning, have fmaJl concern for thofe eftabliHiments from

which they derive no honour ; and are, therefore, more

prone to changes and revolutions, in which, men of

adtivc parts muft be always confiderable. This truth, v/afl

sever more maniiefts that in the condudl of the iJluftrious

X % perfon

I •

i- m.

-^iii
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peribn of whom we are now to fpeaK of. A raM^ wfto, t6

hereditary honours, added reputation founded on peribnal

merit, and who repaid the credit derived to him from his

aneeftors, by the glory refle^kd from his adiont. Yet,

fo modeft withal, that he coveted titles as little is wealth

;

and after a life fpent in noble atchievments, went CO hit

grave with a moderate fortune, though he had long en-

joyed fueh employments as enabled ofhers to rarfe princely

•ftates.

' He was the ion of fir ff^itliam Ilg$ke, knt. of an an-

tient and honourable femily in the county of Kinty where

he was born in the year 1650 ; his father ^ave him the

education becoming a gentleman, in which, by the quiclt*

nefs of his parts, and the folidity of his^ judgment, he

made an extraordinary progrefs, infomuch, that fir H^t'

Ham Rooke had great hopes, that he would have diftin-

guiHied himfelf in an honourable profeffion,> for which he:

was intended. But, as it frequently happens, that genius

gives a bias too frrong for the views even of a parent to con-

quer, fo lir WilUamy after a fruitlefs druggie with his fon

Gforge*s bent to naval employment, at lafr gave way to

his inclinations, and Mkf^d him tomake a campaign at

iea. His firfr ftation m the navy^ w^ Uiat ofa refonaadfi»

in which he difttngui{hed himfelf by lus undaunted eoU'»

vage, and indefatigable application. This (|uickly ac|uved>

him the poft of a lieutenant, from whence he rofe to that

of a captain, before he was thirty j a thing in th(^ day^

thought very extraordinary, when 00 man, let his i^itf

be what it would, was raifed to ^t iUtion, btfore he hail

given ample as well as inconteftible teftimonies of his bikini

able to fill it with honour. Thefe preferments he ei^c^rad

under the reign of GH^arlis IL and under that of his fnot
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IMfibr; king J^mest be advanced 10 tho command of tlie

D^ford^ a fourth rate man of war, in which poil the

•evolution ibund him \

% ADMIRAL Hirbirt diftlnguiflied h^m early by fending

iiiffly in the year 1689, as commodore, with a fquadron

«n the eoaft of Itvknd, In this (lation, he heartily cod-

«iirKd with major general Kirke^ in the famous relief of

iandondsny^ affiiUng in perfon in taking the ifland in the

Lak$^ which opened a paflage for the relief of the fiown.

Soon after, he was employed in convoying the duke 0f

Sihfifttierg's army, and landed them fafe near Carrukfer-

ius^ facilitated the fiege of that place ; and, after it was

iaken, failed with his iquadron along the coait -, where he

fe-ft looked into the hs^bour of DubKn^ manned all his

boats, and infulted the place where king Jamei was in

perfon ; and in the night of the iJth of Septtmber^ he

ixiaed a defign of burning all the veJels in the harbour

;

which he would have oertainly executed, if the wind had

not ihifted, fo as to drive him out to fea. From thence^

lie failed to 6Vi, into which havea he likewife looked,

though in the apprehenfion of the people oi Inland^ it was

the belt fortified port in the iiland ; but fir Gisrge foon

convinced them of the contrary ; for, notwithftanding all

the fir4^ from their batteries, he entered, and took pofi^efiion

of the great ifland i and might have done more, but thac

^ ibipa were fo foul, that they could fcarce fwim 1 and

his provifioDs grown io ihort, chat he was obliged to repair

tc liie D*»ni^ where he arrived in the middle of OHobtr^

^ % having

* Life of fir George Rooke, memoln of fir George Rooke,
MS. monomcDMl infcriptioa in (he catkednl chorchof cantor-

bury, complete hiftory of £urope fof the year 1700^ life of foeea
Anne.

'1 '
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lia^^ng acquired great reputation by his a6tivityand goo^

fervice. In the beginning of the year 1690, he was, upon

the recomme»*iation of the earl of Tornngton, appointed

rear-admiral of the red ; and in that ftatioh, ferved in the

iight ofF Btachy-Heady which happened on the 30th of

'^UMy the fame year; and^ notwithftanding the misfortune

of our arms, which was indifputably the grcateft we ever

liiet with at fea, mr. Rooh was allowed to have done his

duty with much refolution ; and therefore the lords and

Others, appointed to enquire into the condudt of that affair,

had orders to examine him and fir John AJhhy^ who, in

iheir accounts, juflified their admiral, and (hewed, that the

hiisfortune happened by their being obliged to fight under

Vaft difadvantages •'.

It was believed by matiy, that tiiis would have been a

barr to his preferment; but it proved otherwife, and he was,

immediately after, appointed to command the fquadron that

Convoyed the king xo Holland ^ and afterwards joined the

grand fleet under the command of mr. RuffieU'who was then

admiral of the red fquadron, and commander in chief; but

thar ytfar being fpent withotit adtion, the French declining if,

and the admiral being too wife a man to ri(k the fate of his

iDi-edeceHbr, by any raflf attempt, rear-admiral Rooke had

ho opportunity of diilinguifhing hii/ifelf further, than by

exa^iy obeying orders, and protefling our trade; 'which

liedid very effeduallyi In the fpring of Ihe fucceeding

yeaf, Se again cohvoyed king William to Holland^ and

\vas then,' or very fbon after, promoted to the rank <)f

t!c6-2dmiral of the bhie^ in which ftation he ferved in

_ the

>> Biirchet, Biirnet, O!ami*on, life of fir tjebfge Rooke, and

hii tiWft account of the iight off iieachy*head) in ^(to«
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the famous battle of !<? Hogue^ on the 22d of May, 1692,

in which, he behaved with great courage and condudl, as

the 'relation publiflied by admiral Rujii, fully (hews ; and

it was (Jwing to his vigorous behaviour, that the laft ftroke

was given -on that important,day, which threw the Frencb

entirely into confufion, and forced them to run fuch haz-

ards, in order to (belter themfelves from their victorious

enemies. ' But, the next day, which was Monday .he 23^d

of Mayy was for him ftill more glorious ; for vice-admiral

Rofih hzd orders to go into La Hogue, and burn the ene-

my's Ibips as they lay. There were thirteen large men of

war, which had crouded as far up as poffible; and the

tranfports, tenders, and (hips with ammunition, were dif-

pofed in fuch a manner, that it vvas thought impofTiblc to

burn them. Befides, all this, the French camp was in

fight, with all the French and Irijh troops that were to

have been employed in the invafion, and feveral batteries

upon the coait, well provided with heavy artillery. The
vice-admiral, however, made the neceiTary preparations

for obeying his orders, notwithftanding he faw the difpofi-

tion made on (bore for his reception ; but when he came

to make the attempt, he found it impoflible to carry in

the (hips of his fquadron j yet, even this did not difcourage

him. He ordered his light frigates to ply in clofe to the

(bore } and having manned out ail his boats, went himfelf

to give direflions for the attack, burned that very night

(ix three-deck (hips ; and the next day, being the 24th,

he burnt fix more, from feventy-fix to iixty guns, and

deftroyed the thirteenth, which was a (hip of fifty-(ix guns

together with moft of the tranfports and ammunition vef-

^
fels I and this, under the fire of all thofe batteries I have

before-mentioned, in fight of the French znd Irijb troops;

tad yet, through the wife condu^ of their commander,
' X 4 " tfai^

»•

(; !^', it)'- I^A-j
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this bold enterprize, coft the lifes of no niore tfaan ten

men. In Order to have ft diftif)£l conception of the merit

of' this mod gbripus aflion, we need only caft o^r eyei

on the letter written to their high mightinefles the St^tet*

General^ by their admiral AHmontU^ who was prefent, and

who pei^n'd this letter on the 24|.th, before? fioe-admiral

Jboke went the yery laft time into La Hsgne^ to bum the

remaining (hips and tranfports. |t is butnaturill to believe^

the admiral gave the beft account in his power, to his

inailers } and we catinot believe bs nftant to flatter the EH'

fU/b ofiicef, fince it does not appear from his letter, that

he fo much as knew who he Was ; thefe circumftaflces(

therefore confidered, his epiftie lilay be jufl-ly looked upon,

as the moft a\ith^ntic teftimonj tbftt pn be offered on thi^

It

rr

« This letter of adoniral Allemond^ was dated from on bbfifd

the Prince, near Cape Barfleur, A '^

1^9 a, » which letter,
May 24>

^e fays,

,^

*• I came x^ ao anchpr under this cape, where I have been fince
" yertfrday in the afternoon, with your high mightine^ fqua-
*' dron, and that pf fir John A(hby, admiral pf theEnglifli blue
•• fquadrpn, and {omt other fhips of their Britannic majefti^.
'* At which time, being informed by the captain ofa French ifirt-

'* Aip, who was taken pHfoner, that about twelve ef the fhips
" that had fought again^ your high mightineiles fquadron, and

>
•• to ^hich we had given'chace, wcr6 got in among the rtreks, I
M prepared to go and deAroy them. But, as 1 was r^dy to put
*' my defigi) in execution, I fpund that admiral Ruilel had givcp
•* orders to the fame purpofe, Prefently, loitered him your high
** mightinefTes light frigates and fire-ihips, to affift his ffiibs, arid

«* immediately gi«e all necei&ry orders, in cafe he fhould make
** ufe of them ; but, as yet, I know not whether thofe Irigates of
V lire-fliips were ein^^oyed or no. All that I can afTureybUr h^I^
*• mi|ghti9^8 If, that the fame Sif they took a rellblution to dfe.

«.* ilroy thole twelve (hips, they hnrat fix of the bigeefl» being
«• f^pl Qf three dfcks ; v4 0^ day, the reft thai ir^aiiied, ^i

'

*• leaft
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It was extremeljr bappy for nur. Rah^ that he feiTed^

brave prince, who would not take his informations upon

fruit; but qi^ired particularly into every man's condudt

before he punilhed or rewarded. The behaviour of the

yice-admir^l at La Hafuft appeared to him fo great, and

fo worthy of public notice, that having ne opportunity at

that time of providing for hiii), he fettled a pcniion of a

thoufand per annum on him for life. In the fpring of the

year his majefty thought Qt to go to Pertfmmtb^ as Hing

C^arliiji, had fometimes done, to view the fleets and

gcong on board mr, RQC!h*i (hip, then ip the harbour, dm-

ed with him, and conferred on him the honour of knight-

hood^ having, a little befoire, made a grand naval promo-

^on, in which he was declared vice-admiral of the red % and

the comipand of the Qeet being now put in commiifion, fir

Qetrge Reoke was entrulted with the command of the fqua-

dron that was to efcort the Sn^rna fleet, and the joint ad-

niirals received orders to accompany hup as far to fea as

theyihould think proper; after which, his inftrudtiont

were to take the be^ care of the fleet he could, and, in cafe

of

i#*ll*i#**t- •(«M fMMnpM

•* leaft of which urried fixty pieces of cacmoD, ran the fame fate,

** bmag bunt with all their ammunition and provifion, toeetber

^ With the 6 otherfmaUer veflels, which they had lightened of their

"guns..to try whether it were poffiblc to fave *em bv towing'em anv
<* higher ; to that this expedition has completed the^irreparabfe

^ ruin of the enemy's fleet. I underfUnd, this day, from a-board

*' admind Roflbl, tiiat orders are given out to burn the tranfport^

1« veflels, that are in the bay ofLa Hoguc, to the number of about

*' 500^ if it may be done with (kfety ; but I fear the execution

f of the enterprise will be very difficult, by reafon of the fhal-

n lownefs of the water, where thefe vefleh lye, and the icfiil-

f' ante which may be made from the land, |^ld therefore, leav^

22 th^ (ac^<i Ql(|he defigA tp providence***
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6f any misfortune, to retire into fomeof the Spanijb ports,

and put himfelf under the proteftion of their cannon*. ,

• It cannot be fuppofed, that fir George Rooke had any

better intelligence than the admirals, or the fecretaries of

Hate ; and, therefore, we ought to afaibc the great un-

willingnefs he fhewed to part with the grand fleet fo loon,

to his fuperior fkili in naval affairs ; from whence he judged,

that Hnce the French f^uadron was not at Breji, it muft be

gone to Toulon ; for which, he thought, there could fcarce

be a better reafon afligned, than their hopes of intercept-

ing the Smyrna fleet, under his convoy. However he fail-

ed, as his orders and duty required ; and on the 15th of

Juney being abouti flxty leagues (hort of cape St. Vincent,

be drdered the Lark to flretch a-head of his fcouts, into

Lagos Bay ; but, next day, having confirmed accounts of

the danger they were in, he propofed in a council of war,

to keep the wind, or lie b> all that night, thacTo a dif-

covery of the enemy's flrength might be made next morn-

ing. But in this, he was over-ruled, and it was urged,

that the wind being frefh northerly, It gave a fair oppor-

tunity for pufliing for Cadiz; purfuant to this, the ad-

miral ran along the fliore all night, with a preft fail, and„

forced feveral of the enemy's (hips to cut from their an-

chors in Lagos Bay *.
**

The

* Life of fir George Rooke, compicre hiftory of Europe, life

of king William, Pointer*s chronologici^S hiftory, Burchet, Old-

mixon, &c.

« The French fleet under marfhal Tourvillc, had waited fome

time for the Englifh Smyrna fleet : they had certainly very earl/,

and very exa£t intelligence ; which is much lefs to be wondered

at, then that this fleet of French men of war flioold remain a

month on the Spanifh coaft, wi^lioyt our having any timely.no-

tice ofit ; and in reality, this was the very point upon which the

hoafe of commons grounded their vote of treachery.
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The next day, when he was with his fleet off oi FiUa

Kova^ it fell calm ; and a little after day-break, ten fail of

the enemy's men of war, and feveral fmall (hips, were

feen in the Offing, The French no fooner difcovered fir

George Rooke^ than they flood away with their boats a-

head, fetting fire to fome, and finking others of their foiall

craft i which, yet did not hinder fome of them from fall-

ing into our hands, as a fire-fliip liicewife did, by falling

into the fleet in the night. The crew of this (hip being

carried on board the flag fhip, and examined by the ad-

miral, told him a very plaufible tale, viz. That the French

iquadron Confided of but fifteen (hips of the line ; but,

that there were three flags, and had «with them forty-fix

merchant-men and ftore-fhips, that were bound either to

Toulony oi" to join M. d^Efpeei, They faid alfo, that the

fquadron had been becalmed off of the Cape\ and that

having watered in the bay, were bound diredly into the

Streights^ without any intention of feeing our fleet. This,

at firft, with the hafty retreat of their men of war in the

morning, and their deferting and burning their fmall vefr

fels, gained a perfedt belief in the admiral, and the reff of

the officers 5 but afterwards it was judged (and with reafon

too) that, that precipitate retreat was done purpofely to

amufe us, and thereby draw the whole fquadron infeniibljr

in to the enemy. About noon, the fea breeze fprungup

to W. N. W. and N. W, and then the admiral bore away

along ihore, upon the enemy, difcovering their flrength

the more, the nearer he came to them, and at laft,

couiited about eighty fail; but the number with which

they plyed up to him, was not above lixteen, with three

fl^gs \ the admiral, vice-admiral of the blue, and rear-ad-

miral of the white. The vice-admiral of the blue flood

off 'to fed) in order to weather our fquadron^ and fall in

witb

s
' "'

k' .11 1
'>'

1

,1 5:1!

» Hi

3



30O Memoirs^
With the Mertffaf(t(ft{p9, wHim tfle btdf of their fleet Ity

|)ro(t)ifcuodf)f to iMward one of another, as far as ther

could be feen ; efpedzWf their bigeft fliip». About three

in the afternoon, the Duftb ?ice-adminl fent fir Gtargi

Rotki idyice, that he was now fenfible of the fraud, ts

difcovering plainly the enemy's whole fleet -, but that, in

hisjudgttient, the belt courfe that could be taken, was,

by all nietns to avoid fightjng. Sir Georgf differed with

Iitm in that point, and had adlually difpofed all things for

engagmg the enemy j but refitting that he fliould take

Upoh himfelf the whole blame of this affair, if he fought

contrary to the Z)c<iVi& admiral's fentimentv, he brought to,

and then flood df With an eafy fail, and at the fume time

difpatched the iUerne/s^ with orders to the fmall (hips

that vrext on the coail, to endearour to get along (hore

in the night, and fare themfelves in the Spunifij ports;

which advice* as it was well given, fo it was happily pur-

fued, no lefs then fifty getting into Cadiz only '.

I have already given fo large an account d this affair, as

well from foreign writers, as our own, that I think it need-

left to fhy more here, except as to the perfonal conduft

of the vice-admiral. His whole fquadron confifted of no

mofe than twetity-threc (hips rf warj of thefe, thirteen

Miy were Bngli/b^ eight Duuh^ and Wo Hamiurghtrs,

The fleet bf merth^ntment imdipr hbcoiivoy, watcom-

pofed

' The firft aceowit we had of this unlucky buitoefi, was, by a

Jctter from captain littleton» commander ofthe hJBtor, of Sfflyma

;

which, I Ulee it, wfi ad hired man of war j that fi, a nkrdisnt-

IMii turned into a fann of wtr« to ^j«B|^he& the convoy. His

jctter gave: the merchants fome confolation, becaufe he ndt' tt\
a^ured them, that his own, aficf i^lt^^n* forty and fifty ftofe

(hipr, were kSt at G|dii ; bot thit (he admiral wa9 elcapcd, and

4MdJcarried off a great part of the fleet with hin, notwithftanq*

ing the vaft fuperiority of the enemy*
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pofed of four hundrtd (ail, of ali nationi, though the

grenter ptrt of them were Engl^/h ihips* The fleet under

M. f0urviii*t coofiftffd of one hundred and twenty fail, of

which iiitty-four were of the line, and eighteen three*

deck (hips; yet, &t GMrgt RMki laved all the men of

war, for he brought twelve of them to Kin/alt^ and the

other got into Cadiz > and he likewii'c brought back witli^

him fixty merchant-men i and having fent the Lari^ yi'alt

advice of his misfortune, he afterwards proceeded front

KinfaU, with the largeft (hips to join the grand fleet. One
tbipg, indeed, is very remarkable, with rcff-.^l to thi?

fingular tranfa^tion, viz. That, while in France the peo*

pie in general charged their admirals with not making the

moft of their advantage, and the admirals tbemlclvee

chargied each other with want of conduct and ncgle^l ol

duty, there was not fo much as a iingle reflection made

upon fir G£9rgt RQoh'& behaviour ; buCy on the qontrary,

he was faid in the Dutch gazettes, to have gained mor«

reputation by his^fcape, than accrued to the Fretub by

their conqueft. On his return home, the merchants gave

him their thanks i the kii\g promoted him from beix\g vice^

admiral of the blue, to the rank of vice-<admiral of the

fed ; and foon after, as a further mark of his favour and

confidence, made him one of the lords commiflioners of

the admiralty; and before the clofe of tlie year, 1694,

promoted him again from vice-admiral ot the red, to ad-

miral of the blue *«

In

f We muft oot imagine, however, that fir George efcaped all

trouble in this affair ; on the contrary, he was examined at t^e

bar of the houfe of coinroons, and that very llri^Iy, though be

was fir very iU, that he coUd fcarce fUnd upon bis feet; and,

ihercfew^ was at laft allowed a chair. He laid, that ^ hen he
parted

: /

» •

ii#!

"i*
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In the month of May i6()$, admiral Rooie commanded

the fquadron which convoyed the king to Holland; and in

the autumn of the fa;iie year, being then admiral of the

'white, he was- alfo appointed admiral and comm^^nder in

chief in the Mediterranean^ having a fleet of fcventv men

of war and merchant- (hips- undei' his carej aiic', naving

very fuccefsfully executed this commiflion, he. remained

feveral months in the Mediterranean, with a very i; iall

force, where, neverthelefs, he made a fhi^t to prcfervj our

trade from the infults of the enemy } and, at length re-

ceiving orders to return, he executed them with fo much

prudence, that he arrived fafely on ihz Engli/h co7i% on

the 22d of Jpril, 1696, to the great joy and fatisfa^ion

of the nation in general, which was much alarmed, left

xht French fleet at Touhn, fhould come up with him, to

which he was much inferior in ftrength. Soon after his

arrival, he took upon him the command of the fleet, had

orders to proceed to the Soundings, and to lie in fuch a

Itation, as he fliould judge moft proper for preventing the

French fleet from getting into any port ofFranceshut receiv-

ing intelligence, that the Toulon fquadron was got fafc into

Brefl, and the largeft (hips in the fleet being very foul, he

thought

partiedfroin the grand fleet, he had a very briikgaleof wind, which

drove him dire£lly upon the enemy, and retarded the advice-boats

that were fent after him, with intelligence and orders to return.

He fatd further, that if his opinion had not been over-ruled, he

might very probably have pafled the enemy in the night, and

then a few only, of the heavieft failors, could have fallen into

their hands. Yet, he added, that he did not fufpefl he was

over-ruled by the majority of votes in the council of war, from

any bad dengn, or want of zeal ini the commanders ; but froni'

their not giving credit to his fufpicion, that it was the whole

French fleet in Lagos-Bay i and for any fquadron they were not

afraid of them.
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thought fit to return, agreeable to his inftru6tions, and

put into Torbay. There, the fleet being reinforced to

eighty -five fail of the line, fir Geor/Fs Rooke formed the

glorious project of burning the whole French fleet, or forc-

ing them to take (belter in the harbour of Breji^ while we

bombarded all the adjacent coails ; but, while he was me-

dilating this great defign, he unexpectedly received orders

to return to Londoriy and attend his duty at the board ;

yet, fo defirous he was of being in aClion, and fo throughly

perfuaded of the poflibility of the thing, that, upon his

coming to town, he propofed the matter to the duke of ^

Shrew/buryy who approved it, but found it requifite' to Jay

his projedt before the privy-council, where it was confi-

dered, till the feafon for putting it in execution was en*

tirely over, and then declared a very prudent, well con-

certed meafure, and another admiral blamed, for not do-

ing what he would willingly have dene j but that the

.
captains of the fleet were unanimouily of opinion, that it

was too late in the year to think of attempting an expedi-

tion of fuch importance \

Admiral Rujfel^ in the fpring of the year 1697, be-

ing declared earl of Orfordy and placed at the head of

the admiralty, with a kind of abfolute command, his pre-

• fence was thought fo neceflary there, that fw George Rooke

was appointed admiral and commander in chief of the

fleet, which put to fea la a very indifferent condition,

being

T 1

I
\»

t .^

*^ .•

^ The reader will find this projeft of fii George Rookc*s, and
. a large account of this affair, by turning to the naval operations
of the year in which it happened, in our former volume ; and
from thence he will eafily cotleft, that fir George Rooke was
>ca nious only, when he wanted a proper ftrengtb, and that no
I jiiral was more aftive or vigorous than he, when ever fuch a force
was under his command.
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beksg but hilf mtioAcd, ami fcarco half vi^ualled, toWatdi

the latter end of Jun0 ; m the ^snch (^voided fightiog^

fir Gnrgf fcmod it imfyTifible to do any thing very confi-

derable ; and yet, this fmnmer^s eiipeditioB gained him no

fmall reptiration, and (hat from an allien, bold in itfelf^

but withal ivri^ly juil» and very beneficial to the nation.

For, as he was cruising off the Fnnch coaft, he met

VFi^h a large fleet of Sw$di/b merchant-men, and having

obliged them to bring to^ and fubmit to be fearched, hil

iDund juft grounds to believe, that their cargoes belonged

picA of them to Fr4^cb merchants; upon which, he fent

them under the convoy of ibme frigates, iiito Plymouth

This made a great noife, the Swidijb minifter interpoled,

and fome of our ilafiefmen wefe inclined to difapprove £r

Ceorgis conduA*. But> as be was a man^ tiot apt to

take

* We have the whole of this matter fet in a clear lights in a

fmall quarto parophlet, of two flieets, entitled, a fhort account

of the true ilate of the cafe of the Swedifli merchant -Heet^ late-

ly brought up on their voyage from France, by admiral Rooke^

and ient into nymouth.
The account given in this pamphlet, of the fraud, runs thus;

*' The Swede did build a ih;p» of more or lefs tons, on his own
'* account ; whereupon^ he could fafely make oath before th<

'* migiftnte, that the fiaic (hip was his wmti and did really be*

" long to him, and was built at his proper cofts. and charges {

<* and, thereupon- he obtained a pafs for the faid fliip, as being

*' a Swcdifli fliip, built in Swedcland, and belonging; to one of

" that king*s fubjefls. This being done, the Swede fold and
** tranfportoj the very fame fhip, to a Dutch Lubeck, or Ham-
" burgh-merchant i who, in coofideration of the other fervice,

did give him one quarter, or eighth part (as they could bed agrft

upon) in the faid fliip, on condition, tliat the Swede fliould

'* always provide new pai^, as often as there fliouId ht occa-

** fion for them ; and, that the faid fliipibould always go under

' the Swede's name, and by that means, traffic aiimolelled to^

•* and with, France ; which praAice, the Swede flattered himfelf

«* that ^ might iecoscl/ eaoiigh ronriwirj wkhoot aiUog there-

i<

«(
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take rafli fteps, and confequently feldom in the wrong, he

was not of a temper to be frightned from his duty, or to

be brought to defift from any thing he took to be right*

Sir George^ therefore, infilled that the matter (hould be

brought to a fair trial, before the court of admiralty ;

where, upon the cleared evidence, It appeared, that ihefe

^K/^^/y^ (hips were irt'ghted hy French merchants, prtly

with Frevch goods, but chiefly with Indian merchandize^

which had been taken out of Englijh and Dutch fhips j

and, that the Swedes had no further concern therein, than

as they received two per Cent, by wa) of gratification^

for lending their nameis, procuring pafe, and taking

other neceflary precautions for fcreening the French mer-

chants effeds; fo, that the whole of this rich fleet wa^s

adjudged to be good prize ; and the clamours that had

Vol. IV. been

u
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by againft his confdence, or committing the leaft perjury by fo

doing ; there being no ocCafion, according to the cullom and

laws of that countryi to make oath a-frc(h for every other

voyage, for getting of new pafTes, becaufe the firft oath fufiices

for good and all. So, that by this mental refervation, the

Swede could obtain as many pailbs as he pleafed^ and for all

that, hit'confcience not concerned in the leaft thtrebv. Nay,
by the proofs made againil the faid Swedilh fleet, taken from

their own hand- writings, books, and letters, now under exa-

mination in the court of adn^iralty, it docs manifeftly appear^

that, to take off all fufpicion, and to obviate all objedions

and dangers that might be&U fuch a (hip, the foreign mer»
chant ordered the Swede to make a bill of fale of the (nip, in

the Svyede^s own name, though he had not the leaft right to

the faid Ihip, cor did any pan therein belong to him. Ano-
the ' artifice has alfo been ofed, the more eafily to obtain tha

pafTes in Stockholm, vit. Some of thofc foreign merchants fcnt

their fervants thither to be made bui-ghers, frd forma ; and by
this means they procured the pafles, slthougtx fuch fervant had

neither eftate^nor money for himfelf, but was fuppUed by hit

mafter. Who lived eithei' in Holland, at Lubeck, or at Ham-
burgh, or elf<wh(»:^^ 0090 whof<» 9€Couat this glorious tradt

^as carried ©n*'*
'**^ ^"" *'^ •»« ^ir *

;':'-l> ''M.Wt
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been raifea againl^ fir George^Rooke^ was converted into

general applaufe ^
!

He was again ordered to fea, though it was very late

in the year, and continued on the French coafls till to-

wards the month of Odlobery making fuch detachments at

were neceflary for fecuring our own homeward-bound

trade, and that of the Duuh j which he performed very

fuccefsfully, as the gazettes of that nation gratefully ac-

knowledge } and the campaign and the war ending toge-

ther, he gave the neceflary orders for laying up the great

ihlpS} and then returned to town, where he was received

with

ii*^

^ We may eadly euefs at the evidence upon which thefe (hips

were declared lawful prize, from the following letter of inftruc-

tioii, written by a French Merchant to John Conrad Doberik,

dated July 26, 1 696.
** 1 thank you, that you will help Martin Francen. I have

** bought a fly -boat here, of 230 tons, for a good friend^ and
** would gladly let her fail under your name, on condition that

'* you fliouM have a certain profit for it ; and aiTuring fr.yfelf,

** that you will not refufe me, feeing it can be done without pre-

*' judice to you. I have cau(ed the bill of fale to be made in

*' your name, viz. That I have bought the faid (hip for your
** acxount and adventure. Now, J would fain have a (kipper

" come from Stockholm, who b a Buigher there; and I judge
*' it to be necejlary, fir(l, that a notary*s bill of fale be f^nt

** over ; zdly, That a decimation be made before a notary, and
** witne(res, that the faid (hip doth belong to you. 3dly, that

«< you write a letter to the magiflrate of Stodcholmr to grant

<
** you a pa(s ; and, 4,thly, to write a letter to Mr. Conrad, to

** fend fvch a matter with & pafs« with order to follow my di-

'* region whilft you are in Spain. When you come hither, we
** (hall agree what yoti (hall have for each pa(s, that you (hall

t* feed for here. The declaration before a notary, I m&ll fend

** you to fu^n, and the witnefies who fabfaibe, HiaJl be Luke
** Williamfon, Marcus Begman, and the broker ; f'«ey not know-
" ing otherwife, but that f bought the (hio (br your account ;.

** in this manner, no pafs can be denied, and when oCroe a jft& i»

<* ukeaout, one aay always be had» te.**
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with equal fatisfa^ion by all parties, having, as yet, done

little to difobiige thofe who aftefwards perfecuted him with

the uimoft fpight. This was chiefly owing to his conduct

in parliailient j for being next year cledted member for

Port/mouthy and voting moftly with thofe that were called

tories^ great pains were taken to ruin him^ in the king's

opinion; but to the immortal honour of king ff^tlliam^

when preflcd to remove fir George Rooke^ from his feat ac

the admiralty-board, he anfwered plainly, I will not* Sir

George Rooke ferved me faithfully atfea^ and 1 will never

difplace himJ for aiding as he thinks mojlfor thefervice of hit

countryy in the Houy of Commons, An anfwer truly worthy

of a Britifh prince, as it tends to preferve the freedom of

our conflitution) and the liberty of parliaments. The whole

year 3699, was fpeni in peace, fo that fir George Rooke had

ieifure to attend his duty in parliament j which he did with

very great conftancy, and behaved there as he thought

became him ; but was very rarely a fpeaker, though not at

all deficient in that particular, as appeared, when he watt

heard at the bar, on the bufinefs of the Smyrna fleet, in

2693. But, in the fpring of the year 1700, a war broke

out in the north, which bad like to have totally overturned

the ballance of power ii> that part of Eurcpe^ through i

ihameful confedeiacy, formed againit Charles XII. of

Sweden^ then in a manner a child, which moved king

/F/Z/wOT to fend a fleet :hither to his afliflance; which was

tindoubtedly, the wifeft foreign meafure in that whole reign ;

iand, as it was tvell concerted, fo it was very prudently md.

happily executed ; for fir George Rooke, who was entrufted

tvith the command of the combined fleet o^ the maritime

powers did their bufinefs effe<5lually, by fuccourihg the

^wedeSy without opprefling the Danes', as I have fhewniri

Its propet placci and have remarked, that the king ofSwede'fi

Y 2 tipoS
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upon this occaiionj gave a noble inftancc of bis early gtf*

rius, by penetrating fir George Rocii*s orders, from the

confideration of his condudt ^

' Sir George Rooke w?s elected in the new parliament of

1701, for the town of Port/mouth \ which was not then

confidercd in that light in which navy burroughs have fince

flood ; if it had, they would have obliged the court in their

members, l^iihop Bmvet te)'^ us, that though the mini-

ftry had 3 clear majority, in whatever related to the king's

bufinefs, yet the adivity of the angry fide was fuch, that

Ihey had a majority in chooling the fpeakcr, and iu deter*

mining controverted eledlions. The truth of the matter

was, the miniftry perlbadcd the king to abett the intereft

©f fir 'thomas Littleton^ againft Rohirt Harley.y efq; after-

wards the famous earl of Oxford j and with this View, his

majefty fpoke to fir George Rooke^ fir Charles Hedges^ and

feveral other perfons of diftinftion, in favour of fir I'hO'

mas \ which, however, had not the defired eflTeft, fince

they voted for Mr. Hartey^ who was accordingly placed iii

the chair. I mention this, to ihew the fteadinefs of fir

Goorge Rooke, and to prove, that he was a man who afted

upon principle, and was not governed in his political con-

duct, either by hopes or fears ". Yet, fir George was for

th& war againft France^ and for carrying it on yigorouily

;

snd.

j
' fiurne.v Oldmixon, life of king William, memoirs of ilr

George Rooke, &c.
'

™ It was certainly wrbng in t^*; kin? to interfere fn this mat-

ter at all, becaufe be ran too great a rifk, in cafe of a difappoint-

inent ; and experience svill always ihew, that, in the end, fuch

princes are fafell, and mofl: happy, as fuffer the machine of go*

vernmentto roil on, according to its natural conftrudlion, with-

out tampering at ali ; which fenres only to fpoil it, and expofe

them extremely.
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aod, as I Ihall (hew hereafter] he was uniform in his con«,

dudt, though he had the misfortune to be cenfured for

^9Pt of vigour, merely becaufe he ihewed too (Iroiig an

ioclination that way. I do not fay this from any liking L
have to the maintaining paradoxes, or playing with words

^

but becaufe I take it to be the fair truth, and that I could

not exprefs it otberwifi:, without doing l^is memory in*

,

juftice ». .. ; .

: Upon thcacceflion of queen jfnm, in 1702, fir Gforgi.

was conitituted yice-admiral, and lieutenant of the admi-

ralty of England, as alfo, lieutenant of the fleets and feas

of this kingdom ; and, upon the declaration of war againft

France^ it was rpfolved, that lir George Rooke (hould com-

mand the grand fleet fent againil Cadiz^ his grace \ht:

duke of Ormonde having the command in chief of the

land forces. I ihail not enter into the hidory of that ex-<

p^iion, becaufe I have already given the belt account of

it that was in my power : I (hall only fay here, that;

when it appeared to be a thing very difficult, if not im-

practicable, for the land-forces to make themfelves mafters

of the place, lir George Rooke propofcd bombarding it;

which occaiioned a long reprefentation from the prince of

Hejfe Dartii/iadty fetting forth, that fuch a proceeding

would entirely alienate the affedtion of the Spaniards from

the houfe of Auftria j and as fir George could not but dif-

cern the inconfiftcncy of this method with the manifefl.Q.

which had been publiflied in the duke of Ormonde's name,

and his own, he was prevailed upon to defill; and. when

;

he had done tJbis, he judged it beft to return home, both

y 3 . . with

" The reader, if he confults Burnet's hiftory, and compares it

W>ch Ojdmixon's, vyiH b^ convinced of (he truth of what 1 iaj.

f^''!

t V
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with the fleet and army ; the land and fea-officers qnann

mou/ly concurring, in that refpe^, with him in opinion
9

excepting only the duke of Ormottde^ and baron Sparr^

Vfho protefl'ed againft it. Upon this opinion, for returning

home, the charge was founded againft him, for want of

vigour, whereas nothing can be more clear, than that fir

(jtorge inclined to a£l more vigoroufly than bis inftru^ions

would permit ; and therefore, whep he (aw that propofal

reje«5Ved, and that nothing couid be done al)road, thought

it the wifeft way to come home. Of this he was cer-

tainly the beft judge, fince he had been often in thofe parts

^efoi'e, and knew very well, if once the Spaniards took a

refolution, ifiair words would not go far towards making
^hera alter it \
On the 19th cf Auguji 1702, the fleet failed, and had

(ox feveral days a fair, but very gentle wind ; and in

their paflage home, the admiral, on the 6th of Oifober^

received an account from captain Hardy^ that the galleons,

under the efcort of a ftrong French fquadron, were got

into the harbour of Vtga j upon which fir Gearge refolved

to attack them ; and having declared this refolution the

next day in a council of flag-officers, they concurred with

him, and it was unanimoufly refolved to put it in execu-

tion ; accordingly the fleet failed ior Vigo^ and on the nth

of OS^her^ came before the harbour of Kodoniilio^ where

the French commodore, to do him juiiice, had negledhd

nothing that was nece^ry, for putting the place into the

heft pofture of defence poflible; which, however, did not

fgnify much, for a detachment of fifteen ^nglijh^ and ten

)^uuh men of war of the line of battle, and all the firer

Ihips^

t ^chet, Bjujcet;^ Oldmis^on, Life of queep Anjne.
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fliips, were ordered in, the frigates and bomb-vefTels wcrt

to follow the rear of the detachment, and the great {hips

were to move after them, while the army was to land

near Rodondelle, The whole fervice was performed under

fir Georgi's directions, with admirable conduA and bravery

;

all the (hips deftroyed or taken ; prodigious damage done to

the enemy, and vaft wealth acquired by the allies. After-

wards, the duke of Ormondt^ and fir George Rooh, though

be was much indifpoled with the gout, congratulated each

other on this glorious fuccefs, and then continued their

voyage home, arriving fafely in the Downs on the 17 th of

November; and the admiral foon after came up to Lo/f

don '.

While the fleet and army were thus employed abroad,

her majelly had thought fit to call a new parliament at

home, to meet on the 20th of O£fober j of which par-

liament, fir George was, in his abfence, chofen a member

for Port/mouth \ and, as foon as he came to take his feat

in the houfe, the fpeaker was direded to return him

thanks ; which he did in the following terms *).

•• Sir George Rooke,
** You are now returned to this houfc, after a moft

" glorious expedition : Her majefty began her reign with

*' a declaration, that her heart was truly Englijhj and

** heaven hath made her triumph over the enemies of

" England', for this, thanks hath been returned in a moft

** folemn manner to Almighty God : There remains yet.

Y4 cc

P Complete hiftory of Europe for 1702, Life of queen Arnie,

Burchet, Burnet, the London -gazette. Sec.

^ See Chandler's d«bateS| Memoirs of ^ George Rooke, Life

'XMU.
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** a debt of gratitude to thofc wJid have hheA fW3 feftru-

** ments of fo wonderful a viftory (the duke ttOfmohdli

** and yourfelf, who had the command of the fea ind

** land forces.) In former times, admirals afid generals

** have had fuccefs againft France and Spain fepiritely ; but

<* this ad^ion at Plgo hath been a vidtbrjr over them con-

*• federated together: You have not only fpoiled the cne-

*' my, but enriched your own country j common tifto-

•• ries bring terrors to the conquered ; but you brought

•• deftru(5tion upon them, and additional ftrength t6 Eng'

land, France hath endeavoured to fiipport Its ambi-

tion by the riches of India ; your fuCcefs, fir, hath only

** left them the burthen of Spain^ and ftripped thetti of

** the allifl'ance of it. The wealth of ^p'ain^ aft'd fliips of

«* France^ are, by this victory, brought over to olif Jdfter

* caufe.: This is an a6libn To glorious iti the perfor-

•' mance, and fo extenfive in Its cbnfequence, th^t, as all

** times will preferve the memory of it, fo every day will

*' inform us of the benefit. '^

" No doubt, fir, but in France^ you are writtert in re-

«« markable chara(5lers, in the black lift of thofe who have

" taken French gold ; and 'tis jufiice done to thie duke of

<< Ormonde^ and your merit, that mould ftand recorded in

«' the regifters of this houfe, as the folp inftrurtieiit of this

« glorious yiaory : therefore this houfe canic totHefol-

*« lowing refolution. . ,

"
"

<« Resolve p, hemine cohirddicinte. That the'thanki

<« of this houfe t)e given to the duke ofOrmdnde, khd fir

** George Rooke^ for the great and fignal fervice perform-

V cd by them, for xht nation, ' at fea and land j which

•<. thanks I no\Y return you.'*

Ta
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\n(; To this fir Gi^vR^ih anfrered^ .rtif

V Mr. Speaker,

^'lamnow under great diffictlltf how toexprefn mf
^*'fdf on this very great occafion: I think myfcif Very

" happy, that, in zeal and duty to your ferVice, it hath

^* been my good fortune to b* the Inftrnmcnt of that

'* which may deferve your notice, and, much more, the

• return of your tiiank*. I am eiifemely fenfiblc of this

^* great honour, and (hall take all the care I can to pre-

** fervc it to my grave, and convey it to my jSofteritf,

<* without fpot or bl^mifli, by a eonftant afi^(5tion, and

^^ zealous perfeverance in the qutfein's, ahd your fervice.'

<•* Sir, no man hath the command of fdrtune, but every

^* man ha:h virtue at his will ; and dloiigh I may not al*

^* ways be fuccefsful, in your fervice, as upon this expe*

«' dition, yet I may prefume toalHire, I (hall never be

^* more faulty.

-;.** I muft repeat my inability to exprefs myfelfupon

$* this occafion \. but, as I have a due fenfe of the honour

^ this houfe hath been pleafed to do me, I (hall always

f' retain a due and grateful memory of it. And, though

f< my duty and allegiance are (trong obligations upon me^

f< to do my bed in the fervice of my country, I (haU al-

5^ Ways take thiii, %s a particular tye upon n^e, to do dght

t5* ar^d juftice to ydur f^icc, iipoto all occafiofts.**

fluT, notwithfttoding the quedh*s Having cfefcbrated

this action byaiday of thaikfgiving $ that h^r example had

.been imitated by the fhtes^eneral ; this thahlts of the

Hoi^feof Commons, and the queen's giving a feat to fir

Qeorge Rpake in ' the privy-council, it wasrefolvcd to en-

.^tur» into his conduft, in the H[oufc of Lords, the rcafbn

1
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of which it very candidly given by bifliop Burmt ; he

tells us, that !the duke of Ornundt was extremfcly angry

with fir George Rooie ^ had complained loudly of his be>

haviour at Cadiz^ upon his return home; and though he

was afterwards foftned, that is in the bifliop's opinion, by

being made lord lieutenant of Ireland^ and fo willing to

drop his complaint, yet, he had fpoken of the matter to fo

many lords, that it was impoHible to avoid an en '^uiry,

though be might not then defire it. A committee was ac-

cordingly appointed by the Houfe of Lords, to examine in-

to the whole affair ; and they did it very effe^ually, not

only by confidering the inilrudtions, and other papers re-

lating to the Cadiz expedition ; but, by fending for fir

Giorge Rooke^ and the principal fea and land-officers, all

of whom were very ftridly examined. In his defence,

the bidiop admits, that (ir George arraigned his indruftions

very freely, and took very little care of a miniflry, which,

according to this prelate's account, took to much care of

him. The truth of the matter was, lir George fet the

whole affair in its proper light. He (hewed, that through-

out the whole expedition, the enemy had great advanta-

ges. For, if it was confidered on the peaceable fide, they

had a king of Spain^ called to the fucceflion by the will of

the laft king, and acknowledged by the beft part of the na-

tion ; whereas, the allies had not then fet up any other

king, but invited the Spaniards in general terms, to fup-

port the intereft of the houfc of Juftria 5 which, was

very inconfif^ent with the temper and genius of a nation

always diflinguiflied for their loyalty. That, on the fide

of war, the inftruitions feemed to contradict themfelvcs 5

for, whereas, they were empowered to ufe hoftilities, the

^%(;\^\zioXi promifcd p^cc and proteftion. That conie-

^uenily,n
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quently, whoever executed thefe inllruAions, would be

liable either to a charge of (hewing too* much pity and

concern for thofe people, or, of not acting vigoroufly m
the fupport of the common caufej and fir Gforgi ob-

ferved, that by endeavouring to avoid giving grounds for

either, he had drawn upon himfelf both thefe charges^

For, whereas, he inclined to gentle methods, when they

firft came before the place, the conftrudiion given to this,

was, that he intended only to amufe, and make a Shew

;

but, that finding this indulgence had no efTedl, and, that

after the outrages committed at Port St. Manes, there was

nothing to be hoped for from the Spaniards, he propofed

bombarding the place ; which mull have fucceeded, but

that the prince of Hefi Darmftadt protelled againft this,

as an adlion that would alienate the people entirely from

the interell of the houfe oi Auftria \ he then thought that,

as fair means woi d do nothing, and force was not to be

tried, the only meafure left, was, to return home. The

committee made their report, and the houfe palled a vote,

which fully juftified fir Georgt Rooiis condudl ; the duke

thinking it proper to be abfent upon that occafion '.

In the year 1703, fir George ^^^i^ was again at re?,but

waited fo long for the Dutch, that the fcheme, which was

^ very good one, and entirely of his own projedling, be-

. came

' '• Tlie moft natural account of the' duke's behaviour is, that

when he faw the unreafooablenefs of his own heat, and t^e juf*

t|ce of the admiral's fenttments, clearly made out, he .was aiham-

ed of the trouble he had given the houfe, and as a man of ho.

novir, retired, that his prefence might not put any of his friends

under difficulties. It muil be likewife obierved, that the Houfe
pf Lords was not at all difpofed to favour Rooke*s party, but ra*

thex the contrary, as appears by the whole proceedings of that

ieffion ; fo that nothing fan \it ^att partia,! than to aicribe this

Y9te to partiality.
^i:
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came Impia^^ioftble $ tDd, as he was retlraine^l from faii-.^

ing^ when hedefired^ by oitlers ftora the lord high admi«af|^

16h6 had orders for failing, when tie thought the proper '

time was paft j which, howevei^j he obeyed, andconti-

niied ht aboiit a ihorith upon iht Fnneh coaHs 5 and hav-^^

\r\g %rc!A\y itiirttttA' them, returned b^ck with the fleet,

ha-^ing dor. !eftv indeed^ than -he could have wifhed j

but, not lefs than might hati been expected from a fleet

in fuch a conditioii as his Was, faffihgfo late in the year,

rtis enemies, indeed, faid theii, as they faid oftctr,' that

he intended to do nothing ; which can fcarce be believed,

flnce he was extremely ill Whert he took the command

upon hin. j grbwing worfe, defircd to rtfign it j but after-

wards, finding hhnfelf better, put to fea, This, certain-''

)y', looked as if he had the expedition much at heart i for

though fome men 0*ifle with the aiffiiirs of their country,

yet, certainly no man who had common fenfe, ever

played the fool Whh his own health and fafety. On hl4

return, fir Giof-ge h^d a fevene fit of the gout, which ob-»

Hg«d him to go down to ^th\ and then it was given out,

that he did this, becaufe he was laid afide. But the con-

trary very fpcedily appeared ; party-meafures were not yet

fo ftrorgly fupporte'1, as to produce any event like this i

and, thereftihe upon his coming to town again, "^ix^G^orge

was as well received at co- rt as ever, flood in the fame

light with bis royal bighnefs the lord high admtral, «nd

was foon afcer employed in a flation worthy of his cha^

latter, and of tbf high pofts be had already filled'.

'

,

'

.A,

" I have given a lull e(ooant of this matter in the former vo-

lume, aod therefore, it is annecefiary to detain the reader feng

opon^ it here. I caonotj however,^ help inttmtting^ that there

(eeiB|
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A refolution having been taken by theBtitiJb miniftry,

to fend over king Charles III. of Spaing on board our fleet (

in tbeTpring of the year 1704) fir Gesrgi Rook* was made

choice of to command the ihips of war employed for that

purpofe ; and he Riewed himielf extremely active and vi-

gilant in this fervice. He was at Port/mouth in the be->

ginning of the month of February, where he did every

thing that could be «xpe6^ed from him, to haden the ex-

pedition ; but, finding that the Dutch were backward in

fending the Ihips f^at were to have joined the fleet, and

that the king was extremely eager to be gone, he very g9>

nerouily made a propofal'for the furtherance of that defign ;

which ihews him to have been as hearty towards the com-

mon caufe as any admiral then living ; for he offered to

proceed with his eatholic majelly, without waiting for the

Duuh^ if he could have afllirance given him, that be

ihould have proper afliftance fent after him to Lifim $ and

this aflbrance upon which he infiiled, was nothing more

than jetting ^r CloudeJUy Shovel at the head of that rein-

forcement. This propofition was accepted, and fir George

failed on the 12th oi February^ from St, Helen's, and con-

tinued Ills voyage fo happily to Li/hn, that he arrived

there fafely on the 25th ; the king of Spain exprefling the

higheft Satisfaction in refpe^ to the a<imiral9 and the zeal

and diligence he had (hewn in his fervice. That this pro-

ceeded entirely from fentiments of public fpirit, and not

from any views of ingratiating himfelf with that monarch,

or

Jm^^

feeffls to have been feme fccret at the bottom of this under-

taking ; with which, hitherto, the world is not thoroughly ac-

quainted, and therefore cannot fo perfcftly judge of the admiral**

condud ; it may be pofterity will obtain from memoirs not hi-

therto publifhed, an exa£l detail of the management of th& war in

Spain, which would bring many Angular pa£ges to light.

1 -"I Ui
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or any other foreign prince, is evident from fir George*i

refufing to gratify the kings of Spain and Portugal^ in a

point of ceremony which he thought injurious to the ho-

nour of the Britijl) flag> of which we have given a largo

account in the former volume i and yet neither of the

kings took this at all amifs^ but treated him with the fame

regard and efteem as before. When the expedition againft

Barcelona was fet on foot, fir George Rooke immediately

concurred to the utmoft of !)is power, and the fleet arrived

faftiy before that city in the beginning of Majf ; the

troops on board were^ 'ith great difficulty, made up 2ood

men, by voluntiers from the fleet; and yet, with thi^

handful of forces, the place might pofiibly have been ta-

ken) if the partizans of the houfe of Auftria^ inftead of

holding private confutations, bad taken fome vigorous re-

folution, and executed it immediately ; but they met ia

often, and to fo little purpofe, that king PhiUf-^ vice-roy*,

difcovered the delign, and arrefted the perfons who wefe

at the head of it ; which fruflrated the whole affair, and

engaged even the gallant and enterprizing prince 6i

Hejfe to defire the admiral to re-embark the troops, which

he accordingly did \

After the attempt on Barceldna, the admiral j though

not joined by the reinforcenient from Englandy chafed the

Breji iquadron into Teuhn ; and having afterwards pafTed

through the Streights-Moutb^ joiiied fir Cloudejley Shorjil^

with the fleet under his command, ofiF Lagos ; and con-

tinued cruizing for ?J6out a month, in expedlation of or-

den from home, or from the court of Spain, On tbe

*

r Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life ofqueenAnne^ Lives of

icknira]«i vol iii* p. 376, 2cc.

thtf
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17th of July^ being in the road of Tetuan^ z council of

war was called, in which feveral fchemes were examined,

but were all found to be impradicable ; at laft, fir George

Rooke propofed the attacking of Gibraltar^ which was

agr?ed to, and immediately put in executions for,

4lie fleet arriving there on the 21ft of the fama

month, the troops, which. were but 1800 men, were

landed the fame day; the admiral gave the fignal for

cannonading the place on the 22d, and by the glorious

courage of the Englijh feamen, the place was taken on

the 24th, as the reader will fee by fir George Rookie own
account °, which we have placed at the bottom of the

page.

This is to be found in the London-Gazette, No. 4J045. and,

whoever confiders the confequence of thi» adlion, and compares
it with the modefty of fir George Rooke's expreffioos, will need
no other charadler of the man.

*• The 17th of July, the fleet being then about fevcn leagues
** to the caJtward of Tetuan, a council of war was held on board
" the Royal Catherine, wherein it was refolved to make a fud-
*' den attempt upon Gibraltar; and accordingly the fleet failed

*• thither ; and the 21ft, got into that bay ; and at three o^cIock
** in the afternoon, the marines, Eoglifli and Dutch, to the

number of 1800, with the prince of Hefleat the head of them,
were put on ihore on the neck of land to the northward of
the town, to cat off any communication with the country.

His highnefs having pofled his men there, fent a fummons to

the governor to furrcnder the place for the ferrice of his ca-

tholic majelly ; which he rejedled with great obftiuacy ; the
" admiral, on the Zzd in the morning, gave orders, that the

(hips, which had been appointed to cannonade the town under
** the command of rear-admiral Byng, and rear- admiral Vac

-

•* derduilen, as aifo thofe which were to batter the ibuth mole-
" head, commanded by captain Hicks, of the Yarmouth, (hould
** range theoifelves accordingly ; but the wind blowing contrary,

they could not poifibly get into their places, till the day was
fpent. In the mean time, to amufe the enemy, captain Whi-

" taker was fent with fome boats, who burnt a t^rench privateer

" of (welve guns, at the mole. The 23dy foon after bre»W of
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page. After thit ichiarkable fervice, tlje pytfh admiral

thought of nothing but returning home, and actually de-

tached iix men of war to Lijbon^ fq Ifttle appeai^ance was

there then of any engagement But^ on tl^ 9tb of

«( day, the fliips -beiiig all pla<;ed, rt;he admiral eaye the fizqal for

beginniog the cannonade ; which was per/ormed with very

great fury, above 15,000 (hot being .made in five or fix hours

time agairtil nhc town, infqfi[)ud), that the.eneiifiy i^ere fopn

beat frofp their gpns, eA}ecia]ly,at the South Mole- head : where-

upon« the admiral confidering, that by gaining the 'fortification,

they (hoUld of confeqoence reduce the to^n, oklere^ ^^puin
Whitaker, with all the boats, armed, to endeavour to pofiefs

himfelf of it, which was performed with great expedition.

But captain Hicks, and captain Jumper, whq lay next the

mole, had pnlhed affiore with their pinnaces, and fome other ^

boats, before^ the reft could come up ; ^whereuponi the enemy
fprung a n^ine, that blew up the fortifications upon the mole^

killed two lieutenants, and about forty men, and wounded
about fixty. However, our men kept poli&inon of the great

platform, which they had made themfelves matters of j and

captain Whitaker landed with the reft of the feamen which

had been ordered upon this fervice 1 they advanced and took a

redoubt, or fmall baftion, half way between the mole and the

town, and poftefled themfelves of many of the enemy^s can-

non. The admiral then fent a letter to the governor, and. at

the fame time, a meftage to the prince of Hefle to fend to
*' him a peremptory fummons ; which his highoefs did accord-
*' ingly ; and, on the 24th in the morning, the governor defir*

ing to capitulate, hoftages were exchanged, and the capitula-

tion being concluded, the prince marched into the town in the

evening, and took pofleflion of the land and north mole gates^

and the out'works. The articles are In fubftance as follows.

I. That the garrifon, ofiicers and fokiiers may depart with their

neceilary-arms and baggage, and the officers, and other gentle-

men of the town, may alfo carry their horfes with them ; they

may likewife have what boats they ihall have occafioo for.

II. That they may take out^of the garrifon three pieces of

brafs cannon ot difterent weight, with twelve charges ot powder

and ball.

III. That^hey may take provifioDS of bread, wise, and flefli,

for fix days march,

IV.

**
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j/ngufty the Frewh fleet, under the command of the count

de Thoubufe, was firft feen at fea, and appeared to be bjr

much the ftrongeft that had been equip*d during this whole

war J the Engli/h admiral, however, refolved to do all

that lay in his power, to force an engagement, I have

already given a fair account of the battle which followed

off Malaga ; and alfo, the relation publifhed by the French

court J but, I purpofely referVed lir George Roche's own
account, as publiftied by authority, for this place, to which,

indei^d, it properly belongs. It was dated from on board

the Royal Katherine^ off cape St, Fincenty Jug, 27, O. S»

Vol. IV. Z 1704,

IV. That none of the officers baggage be fearched, although It

be carried out in chefts or trunks. That the garrifon depart in

three daya ; and fuch of their neceilaries as they cannot carry out

with conveniency, may remain in the garrifon, and be afterwards

fent for ; and that they fliall have the liberty to make ufe of
fome carts.

V. That fuch inhabitants and foldiers, and officers of the town*
as are willing to remain there, fhall have the fame priviledges they

enjoyed in the time of Charles II. and their religion and tri.

bunals fhall remain untouch'd, upon condition that they take an
bath of fidelity to king Charles III. as their lawful king and
mafler. •

VI. That they (hall difcover all their magazines of powder,

and other ammunition or provifions and arms that may be in (be

city.

VII. That all the French, and fubjefts of the French king,

are excluded from any part of thefs capitulations, and all theif

t&e&s fhall remain at our difpofal^ and their perfons prifoners of
war.

** The town is extremely flrong, and had a hundred guns
" mounted, all facing the fea, and the two narrow pafTes to the
'
land, and was well fupplied with ammunition. The officers

who have viewed the fortifications, affirm. There never was
fuch an attack as the feamen made ; for that fifty men might
have defended thofe works againil thoiifands. £ver fince our
coming to . the bay, great numbers of Spaniards have appeared
on the hills ; but none of them have thought fit to aavanct
towards us.'*
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1704, and addrelTed to his royal hlghnefs prince Gioritoi

Denmark *". It runs thus,

" On the 9th inftant, returning from watering our

*' fhips on the coaft of Barbary^ to Gibraltar^ with little

•* wind eafterly, our fcouts to the windward, made the

** lignals of feeing the enemy's fleet; which, according

'« to the account they gave, coniifted of iixty-fix fail,

** and were about ten leagues to windward of us. A
*« council of flag-officers was called, wherein it was dc-

*' termined to Jie to the taftward of Gibraltar^ to re-

** ceive and engage them. But, perceiving that night,

•* by the report of their fignal guns, that they wrought

<* from us, we followed them in the morningy with all

** the fail we could make.

«* On the nth, we forced one of the enemy's ihips

«* a-fliore, near Fuengoroh ; the crew quitted her, fct her

«< on fire, and (he blew up immediately. We continued

•• ftill purfuing them i and the ii'^h, not hearing any of

" their guns all night, nor feeing any of their fcouts in

«< the morning, our admiral had a jealoufy i}^vj might

" make a double, and, by the help of their gallies, flip

*< between us and the fhore to the weftward : fo that a

** council of war was called, wherein it was refol?ed,

*« That, in cafe we did not fee the enemy before nighty

*' we ihould make the beft of our way to Gibraltar y

** but Handing into the (bore about noon, we difcovercd

*• the enemy's fleet and gallies to the weftward, near cape

• Malaga^ going very large. We immediately made all

*< the fail we could, and continued the chace all night»

** On Sunday the 13th, in the mornings we were

•* within

"^ See tht London-Gazette, No. 4054.
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^^ within three leagues of the enetny, who biroiight toi

«« with their heads to the fouihward, the wind being cafter-

" lyj formed their line, and lay to, to receive us* Thcit

•« lineconfifted of fifty t^o fliips, and twenty-four galJieS;

" they were very ftrong in the center, and weaker in the

•« van and rear, to fupply which, moft of the galliei

" were divided into tbofe quarters* In the center, was

" monfieur dt Thculcuje, with the white fquadtoii j in th*

** van, the white and blue, and in the fear, the blue;

** each admiral had his vice and rear-admirals: oUr lind

•' confifted of fifty-three (hips, the admiral, and rear-admirals

•* Byng and Z>/7ijj being in the centre; fir CloudtJU^

«* Shfvelt and fit J$hH Leakt led the van, and the t>utch

** th« rear*

«• TH8 admiral ordered the Swallow and Patithtt, With

<* the L^^ and NiWport, and two fire-fliips, to lie to th«

*^ win^ard of usj that, in cafe the en€my*$ van tnouU
'* pufh through our line with their gallies, a^d £re-ihips^

*^ they might give them fome diverlion;

•• Wb bore down upon the enemy in order of battlti

•* a little after ten o'clock, when being about half gun-*

ih^t frpm them^ they fet all their faik at once, %i\6

feemed to intend to llretch a-head and weather ui, fd

** that our admiral, after firing a chace-gun at the frffscB

" admiralj to Oay ht him, of which he took no notice^

put the fignal out, and began th«> battle^ which fell very

heavy on the Meyifl Kathgrins^ $ti Gtorgg and the

" Shrewjhry. Abo»*t two in the afternoonj the er .my**
'* van gave way to ours* and the battle ended with \ia

*• day^ when the enemy went away by the" help of their

•* gallies to the leeward* In the night the wind (hiftedl

to the nofthwardj and in the morning to the welt->

ward, which gave the enemy the witid ©f its. 1V* hf
Z » « by
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" by all day, within three leagues one of another, tt-

** pairing our defers ; and at night they filed, and ftood

*' to the northward.

•* On the T5th in the morning, the enehiy was got

" four or five leagues to the weftward of us ; but a little

" before noon, we had a breeze of wind eafterly, vith

«• which, we bore down on them till four o*clock in

** the afternoon : it being too late to engage, we brought

" to, and lay by, with our heads to the northward all

" night.

" On the i6th, in the morning, the wind being ftill

** eafterly, hazy weather, and having no figh| of the ene-

*' my or their fcouts, we filed, and bore away to the

*' weftward, fuppofing they would have gone away for

** Cadiz i but being advifed from Gibraltar, and the coaft

*< of Barbary, that they did not pafs the Streights, we
*< concluded they had been fo feverely treated, as to oblige

** them to return to Toulon.

** The admiral fays, he muft do the officers the juftice

** to fay, that every man in the line did his duty without

*« giving the leaft*umbrage for cenfure or reflection, and that

<* he never obferved the true EngHJh fpirit fo apparent and

*^ prevalent in our feamen, as or this occafion.

** This battle is fo much the more glorious to her

** majefty's arms, bccaufe the enemy had a fuperiority of

*' fix hundred great guns, and likewife the advantage of

*• cleaner (hips, being lately come out of port, not to

** mention the great ufe of their gallies, in towing on or

*' off their great (hips, and in fupplying them with fre(h

*^ men as often as they had any killed or difabled. But

** all thefe difadvantages were furmounted by the bravery

*^ and good condu(5t of our cflicers, and the undaunted

** CQurage of our fcamcn."

On
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f On the return of fir Giorgi Reoh to Port/mouthy and

coming up from thence to London^ he was extremely well

received by the queen ; but, unluckily for him, the battle

of Malaga was fome way or other compared to that of

BUnheinty which was fought the fame year i which mado

the matter of fa6t a point of party-debate, and in the ad-

drefles fent up from all parts of her majefly's dominions,

the whigs took all imaginable care to magnify the Duke of

Marlborough*^ fucceis, without faying a word of the vic-

tory at fea ; whereas the tories were equally zealous in their

compliments upon both) and, to fay the truth, both of

thefe battles were decifive ; that of Blenheim put an end

to the influence of France in the empire, as that of Ma-
laga extinguilhed the French power at fea. Amongft thefe

addrefles, the following was the moit remarkable i it was

prefented by Sir Richard Vyvyan^ bart. and James Buller^

£fqi knights of the (hire for the county of Cornwall^ at-

tended by the reprefentatives of boroughs in that county,

and the principal gentry, introduced by the lord Granville^

lord warden of the ftannaries : the addrefs itfelf being

penned by a relation of his, whofe writings will always

do honour to the Englijh language *

« To the QUEEN'S moft excellent majefty.

<* Permit, madam, the landlords, bounders, adven-

turers, and whole body of the tinners of Cornwall^

with hearts full of all dutiful acknowledgements, to ap-

proach your majefty, who want words to exprefs their

** gratitude, their joy, their admiration, for the wonder-

•* ful fuccefs of your majefty's arms, under the conduh
•• of his grace the Duke of Marlborough,

Z 3
•« Never

<c

<c

<c

^ London -Gazette, No. 4074^
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*< VftvtK was fuccefs greater in all 'm drctrmfhincet,

f< a defign more fecretl/ carried on, fd eftdually fup*

•< ported from home, (o vigoroully executed abroad, on

« which, no Icfa than the liberty of Eur^f depended i

«« a caufe worthy the bcft of princes, a vidtorj wtWhy
*^ the greateft of generafs, which will tranfmit to aH fu«

« turc ages, your majeft^** name truly greaej great fo|

«< deliverance, not for oppreffion,

*< But I 'tis not enough that your majcfty triumphs at

*< land ; to complete your glory, your forces^at fea have

«< likcwife done wonders. A fleet fo much in(ferior, in fo

<< ill a condition, by being fo long out, in fuch want of

< ammunition, by taking Gibraltar without gallies, which

** were of fo great fcrvice fd the enemy r all thefc dif-

<^ advantages confidered, nothing certainly could equal the

* COndufV of your admiral, the bravery of your ofllcers,

^ the courage of your feajnen, during the engagement,

* but their condqd^, their bravery, and their courage af-

'f* ter it, whereby they perfefted a vidtory, which other-

1* wife, in human probability, muft have ended in an

<< overthrow ; an aflion ^s great in itfelf, as happy in its

< confequences,

" ^' May your majefty never wantfnch commanders by

<< {ea and land, fuch admin i{lration in the management

«« of the public treaP t, which fo much contributes to

<^ the fuccefs of armies and of fleets.

<* May your majefty never want (what fure you never

<^ can) the hearts, the hands, the purfes, of all your pco-

<^ pki Had not we (madam) of this country, inherited

<< the loyalty of our anceftors (which your majefty has'

<< been pleafed fo gracioufly to remember) fuch obliga-?

« tions muft have engaged the utmoft refpe^i and fuch»

« ^)1 of u? wiU ever pay to ypur facrcd jjerfon and govern-
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** ment, as with Oftft voice we daily pray. Long Htti

*• ^in M^ty to ^H'htohfi many nation! owe their prefer-

* Vation."

" Trtrs, ind (bhr^ other addrefles of the like nature,

sltkrfhed the miniftry extreitiely t and they took fo much

pains to hindier fir George Roeh ttom receiving the com-

pTinients uAial upon fuch fuccef^, that it became vifible,

he mufi either give way, or a change very fpcedily hap-

pen in the adminiflration. Yet, even the weight of th6

miniftry could not prerent the Houfe of Commons from

complimenting the qu^rt, exprefly upon the advantage!

obtained at Tea, under the conduct of our admiral ; but

the Houfe of Lords, who were under a more immediate

influeiice at that time, was entirely filent ; the Commons,

howeVer, at if they intended to pu(h this matter as far as

it Would go, piisfented another addrefs on the 2d of M-
vimhefy in whi(fh, they defircd her majefty to bcftow a

bbubt/ upon ther ibatiien atid land-forces, who had bo-

haved themftlves fo gallantly in the late aftions at fea

atid laiidT. jth^' dfeteirmincd the point, and Sir G^org^

kooU peitdivifig, t)iar, as he rofe in credit with his

country, he loft his Intdreft in thofe at the helm, refolved

to retbe from' public bufineis, and prevent the affairs of

the nation frbni xt6m\tg any difturt)ance upon his ae*

couhtl '^Jiiis, immediaiely after h^ had rendered fuch ini-

portaiitfervi^stci his country, as the talcing the fortrefs of

Cibrattar\ and bieating the whOle~ naval force of France

in thtf battle of ^<77j^<7 (the laft engagement which dur-

ing^ttlis' war hajjpened between thefe two nations at fta)

Z 4 he

r :* :n

y S6e Ciiandlcr*s debates| life of quee& Aane, annals of queen

Anne, &c.
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he was conllrained to quit his command ; and as the tcries

had before driven the earl of Orfard from his poll, immQ->

diatcly after the glorious vidory at La Hogue^ fo the whiftj

returned them the compliment, by making ufe of their

afcendancy to the like good purpofe, with regard to Sir

George Rooke : Such is the effcft of party fpirit in general

!

fuch the heat with which it proceeds ! fuch its dangerous

and deftrudtive cffet^s with refpeft to the welfare of the

ftate \
f

After this ftrangc return for the fervices he. had done

his country. Sir George Rooke pafled the remainder of his

days as a private gentleman, and for the mofl part at his

feat in Kent, His zeal for the church, and his flridt ad-

herence to the tories, made him the darling of one fct of

people, and expofed him no \tk to the averfion of ano-

ther ; which is the reafon that an hidorian finds it di0icuU

to obtain his true character, from the writings of thofe

who flourifbed in the iame period of time. For my part,

I have fludied his actions, and his behaviour, and from

thence have collected what \ have delivered of himj with-

out favour or prejudice j be was certainly an officer of

great merit, if either conduct or courage could entitle him

to that charadler. The former appeared in his behaviour

on the Irijh ilation, in his wife and prudent management,

.when he preferved fo great a part of the Smyrna fleet,

and particularly in the taking of Gibraltary which was a

project conceived and executed in lefs than a week; Qi

his courage, he gave abundant teftimonies; but efpecially

in bi^rning the ^rench 0;iips at La Uogue^ and in thq battle

of

» Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Complete hiftory of Europe for

the year 1709. Annals of queen Anne, Life of quetn Anne, M€-
©pirs Qf Sir George Rooke, 5{C^
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of Malaga^ where he behaved with all the refQlution of a

J^r/V//^ admiral } and as he was iirft in commarJ, was

firll alfo in danger. In party- matters, he was perhaps too

warm and eager, for all men have their failings, even

the greateft and bed ; but in aflion, he was perfe^ly cool'

and temperate, gave his orders with the utmofl ferenity,

and ;is he was careful in marking the conduct of his prin-

cipal officers, fo his candour and juftice were always confpi-

cucus in the accounts he gave of them to his fuperiors ; he

there knew no party, no private confiderations, but com-

mended merit wherever it appeared. He Iiad a fortitude

of mind that enabled him to behave with dignity upon all

occafions, in the day of examination as well as in the day

of battle ; and though he was more than once called to

the bar of the Houfe of Commons, yet he always cfcaped

ccnfure ; as he likewife did before the Lords ; not by fhift-

Ing the fault upon others, or meanly complying with the

temper of the times i but by maintaining fteadily, what

he thought right, and fpeakiiig his fentiments with that

freedom which becomes an Englijbman^ whenever his con-

d'u£l in his country's fervice is brought in queftion. In a

word, he was equally fuperior to popular clamour, and

popular applaufe ; but, above all, he had a noble contempt

for foreign intereds, when incompatible with our own,

and knew not what it was to feek the favour of the great,

but. by performing fuch aflions as deferved it. In his pri-

vate life, he was a good hufband, and a kind mailer,

lived hofpitably towards his neighbours, and left behind

him a mbderate fortune : fo moderate, that when he came

to make his will, it furprij^ed thofe who were prefent;

but Sir George afligned the reafon in few words. ** I do

'* not leave much, (faid he) but what I leave was honeft-

y* ly gotten, it nqver coft afailor a tear, or the nation a

^.j>j
'* farthing.**

^1
'
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•^ fariTiing.'*^ ^ to tBw latf article, f cann6i' fe' taJce

notice, t^at, even after he was laida/u]e, i privy fe^was

dl&red Him for pzAni ]i» accoQnts^ Kut lie refurecl it, and

made tfiem up in the orcfihary way, an<f witA ?U the

exa^^neis ima^iriableV

* The gout, which Harf for many yrars grwtly aift^ccf

bim, Brought him at laff to Kis grave, on the 241^' of

January 1 708-9, in the 58th year of his age. Sir George

was thrice marriecf ; firil to A^rs. Mary Hewe^ the daughter

of Sir ^ofhai Howe^ of told JierwicJy in the county of

t^ItSy baronet: next, to Mrs. Mary tutterely dau^liter

of Colonel Pritmis LuttereJ, of Dunjier-Cajtley in &mer^

fetjhire, who died In cbild-bcd of her firft child, in the

C/^nth of ijttfy 1702 J arid laflly, to Mrs. katherine

KnaUhbuUy dauglitcr to fir— KnatcBuUy oi jtlerfiidm-'

ilauh^ in the county of iJV«/, liaroiietj by wliicli wives,

lie left only one fon, born of the fecond, George Rodfe^

£fq; the fole heir of his fortune. But, his executors took

care to fecure his memory, by efefling a beautiful monu-

ment in the cathedral chui^h of Sartteriury^ with an ex-

cellent chara^er of tlie deceafed infcrlbed thereon, an4

which, as well for the beauty of the ftile, as the exa£^

fettling of fa^s and dates, it inay lidt be amifs to exhibit, at

the clofc of this Vfe ; thd rather, bcca'ufti it is among the fmall

number of infcripdbns, whicH (eem to be, in fome m«i[*

lure, equal to the worth of the eminent perlohk whdfe

prsiiet they record, 'fhe executors of Sir <?/^^if'i&WiJf,

yfCre ff^Iifam Brtadnax,, and Samuel Jlilillfi; tfqts.

<Seorg*.» Rooke MUitf^

Gulielmi Rooke Milids lilii,

Angliae Vicc-AdmiralU

Oh
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Oh qusntum ^ hiftoris in ifto nomine

!

At qusiiirfinum hie titatos p&ih eft enarrare I

Profugtentibus t% A6i6 GaUis AiiAd M s cxii,

Ipfi) ftpertft Cymbull,

ImmiiflltM tontMnforura globis,

lAbribuf^uiB glaiidium

(Tot Giifllt teftibus credite pofteri)

Ultrkris priifnus Artnmas aptam.

Naves Bolftcas XIII. jnxta La Hogue combuffit

Compofitis detlnc inter SuevuM et Danum ^

Smnmo cotifilfa, et jaftitift difcordib

;

Et ptieafo feptentrione, ad Meridiem fe convertit^

Iterumque exauft^ atit capt^ ad vigonem

Toti Pnefidiatrice hoftium Clafle,

Afique onerariis imnienfx molis argento fcetis

In Patriam feliciter addu^is>

C)pimam pitedam, fide integerrimS

In ^rarium publicum depoitavit,

Gibraltariam copiis navalibus

Paacidribus hori^ cepit,

Quam poUea menfibus irrito coiMta

Juftus Obfidtbat excrcitu9.

£t eftdem fere iniprefiione

Jnftrlidliliaiam Qallorum clafiem

. Inferior mult6 viribus,

Coniiiio et fbrtudine long^ (\iperior>

Nbto denuo in aciem prodituram, profiigiivif.

rCaUDloHT idfolum S

Sic l| Hifpianiis ad Libertem > viatii aperuit

(^turopsB ad pacem J

II1S atque allis exan talis laboribus

Hefoi Chrilliano,

Ob egregiam in Eccleliam pietatem

Ob iidem Gulielmo Magno^ %%
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San^iffime Temper praeftitam

;

,::7.0b Nomcn Britannicum per Oxbem

Ainplificatuin &; decoratum j

Non titulos fuperbos

Non Gpes invidiofas.

Nee inanes vulgi plaufusj

Sed optimx mentis confcientiam,

Bonorum amorem omnium,

Otium in paternis fedibus

£t mortem in chrifto concept Deus.

Obiit XXIV. die Januar. Anno ittat. fux LVIIL

MDCCVIII,
Chrifti

Memoirs of GEORGE CHURCHILL,
Efq\ Admiral of the White^ one of the Lord High

Admiral*^ Council^ Groom of the Bed-Chamber to

Prince G E O R G E;^/ Denm^vrk, ^c.

AS there are fome who Teem born to eafy fortunes,

and to a fafe and quiet paffage tjirough the

world ; fo there are others unlucky enough to be con-

tinually expofed to envy, though not excluded from

honours. This arifes from different caufes, but chiefly

from the want of popular talents, of which fome are

deprived by nature, and others negledl the ufe. I

cannot fay whether the firft was the misfortune, or the

fecond the fault, of the gentleman whofe life I am at

prefent to ccnfider ; but certain it is, that few men

were more expofed to envy than he ; efpecially if we

confider, that he rofe no higher in his profeflion, than

might feem the juft reward of his fervices. But, how-

cfier he might bs perfecuted by this fpirit m his life-

timet



GEORGE CHUP.CHILL, £/y; 333
time, there feems to be no reafon, that the tSc^s qf

popular diflike (bouid attend his memory ; and there?

fore, it (ball be my bufmefs to give as clear and candid

an account of his adions as I can ; and this, without

any bias either from favour or prejudice.

. He was the fecond fon (his grace the Duke of

Marlborough being the eldeft) of Sir Winjlon Churchill^

knt. clerk of the board of green-cloth, and of a worthy

family in Dorfetjhirt, He \vas born in the year 1652,

and entered early into the fea-fervice, where he always

behaved with great courage and reputation, and this ad-

ded to the intereil of his family, procured him the com-

mand of a man of war, before he was quite thirty, which

was a thing very unufual :n thofe days. In the reiga

of king fama II. he was made captain of th? Newcajile^

^ fourth rate ; and foon after the revolution, he had a

third rate given him. In the famous battel of Z.^ Hogut^

he commanded the <S/. Andrew^ a fecond rate, in which

he performed as good fervice as any officer in the fieet^

according to ail the accounts that were publifhed of

that engagement ; and lyet, very foon after, he quitted

the fervice, for which feveral reafons were affigned ; but

the true one is faid to have been the promotion of colonel

Aylmer to the rank of rear-admiral, who being a younger

ofiicer, Mr. Churchill could not think of ferving under

him, but retired and lived privately for feme years. I

ihall not take upon me to cenfure this part of his con-

dudt ; though I muft fay, that I think it would be a very

difficult tafk to juftify it ; fince every man is bound to

ferve his country, whether he be rewarded or not ; and

therefore, every refignation of this fort, is ufually atlri*

buted to a narrow and felfiQi fpirit, though it is not im-.

poifible it may fpring from a nobler principle i however,

it

u\
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it is better, certainly) for an officer to avoid fuch fteps in his

conduct, as are liaMt to fuch finifter interpretations.

Ik tlieyear 1699, lie had an opportunity of coining

again into buHnefs; for the current then bore fo hard

on the earl of Orford^ who was at the head of the admi^

ralty, that be found it neccflary to refign j upon which,

colonel Ge$rg§ eburthill was, amongft others, put into

that commiflion, in which he continued near two yeart 1

and then Icing William was pieafed to declare fhmas earl

of Pemhroie lord high admiral, which threw him out

again, though but for a very fljort Ume j fincc, upon the

acccffion of queen Anne, and the promotion of her con-

fort prince George of Denmark to be lord high admiral,

he was appointed one of his council, and was reftored

to his rank in the navy, which was chiefly owing to thd

high decree of favour in which he ftood with his royal

highnefs ; who, among many other virtues which adorned

m character, was from none more remarkable than fof

fteadily fupporting fuch as he had once honoured with his

friendihip. His being made admiral of the blue, had thtf

fame effedt upon admiral Aylmery as it is confidently faid

the promotion of that gentleman had a few years before

upon Mr. Churchill \ for he immediately quitted the fer*

vice, and remained for feveral years unemployed. But,

whatever fatisfadtion Mr. Churchill might receive from

this vi^ory over his rival, it is very certain, that he could

not be faid to enjoy much pleafure in the polv to whicli

he was raifed ; for during the fix years he fat at that board,

as his royal highnefs's council were continually attacked,

fo Mr. Churchill, in particular, had a double portion of

that fpight and refentment devolved upon him ; with

which our great lodes at fea infpired many of our met-'

chants, and this was very probably inrreafed by the warmth
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of the admiral's temper, who had a very fre^ way of fpeak-

iog, and took perhaps too grpat liberties with men of fuch

importa^nflB. For, as the naval power pf Qreptt Britain

arifes abiiolutely from her exteoilve trade, and the num-

ber of (hips employed th^ein, it is very certain^ that

there is a great riefpe^ due to tbofe who carry on that

trade, and are thereby fo very inltrumental to the wealth,

profperity, and gr^eur of tlUs nation, which are all

founded upqp ity commerce. However, Mr. Cburcbill

maintained himfelf by his intereft with Prince George^

not only againft the d^mours of the many, and the in-

trigues of the few, but agaioi]t feveral addrei^ and repre-

fenDtions of the HoufQ of Lords, which were particularly

calculated for his removaL

His royal bighneS dying on the 28th of OtWer
1708, the commiffion which impowered his council to

a£l, naturally determined ; and thenceforward admiral

Churchill led a private life, at a. pleafant hotjfe he had

in Windfir-Park^ where he bad the fineft aviary that was

ever feen tA hntdin^ which he had colleded with great

care and at a vaft expence. This colle^ion of birds, at

his deceafe, he left to his two intimate friends and patrons,

'Jamei duke of Ormondit and Arthur %zx\ of Torrington,

He was never married, but dying in very good circum-

fiances, he left the heft part of his fortune to his natural

fon. He deceafed on the 8th ofi% 17 10, in the 58th

year of his sge, and was buried with groat funeral fo-

lemnity in the fouth iile of Wcftmnfifr-^kbiy, where a

beautiful monui>.ePt has b^en eredt^d tq hi& memory, with

the following elegant hatin infcription j which I infert

as one of the moft curious pieces of its kind that is any

where to be met with -, and ^ it concjdns a very full

charader of him, 1 n^d npt a$ld \ny thing further ^pon

that fubjea F.

If^f
^Av

U
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p. S. E.

' GEORGIUS CHURCHILL,
Winftonii equitis aurati ex agro Dorceftricnli

Filius natu fecundus

;

Invidlidimi Ducis Marlburii

Frater non indignus

A primS juventute militisc nomen dedit

El fub regibus Carolo et Jacobo

Terra mariq;

Muha cum laude meruit. ';

Sereniffimo principi Georgio de Dania

Per virginti plus anno^ a cubiculis t

Fide, obfequio, moribus j

Gratum fe reddidit et charum.

Regnante Gulieimo

Quo die claHis Gallica ab Anglis

Ad oras Neuftria: fugata et combufla eft.

(Die femper memorabili)

Eo animi vigore et fortitudine pugnavit.

Quo Ducem Anglum decuit

Mox ad eodem rege, •

uCquiffimo meritorem judice,

Unuse commiflariis admiralliae conftitutus

Res maritimas, quarum erat peritiflimus, .

Curavit diu et ornavit

Sub foelicifHmo demum Annas imperio

Inftaura^^o itcrum bello contra galios,

Infelliilimos holtes Britanni nominis

Ex admirallis unus

£t celiiffinio principi Danise

Magnx totius britannis admirallo

' , Faftus econiiliia

. ;Curan|m
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Curarum omnium et laborum particeps •

.

Domino fuo v

FcelicifTimam navabat opieram.

Donee fra(5lee gallorum virefe

Toto mari ceiTerant.

Inde principis optimi lateri adhserfnd

Ad extremum ufq; dietn

Omnia grati piiq; animi officia

Perfolvit:

t'Sboribus tandem et morbFs confe6!u$^

' Inter amplexus & lachrymas

Amicorum, clientum, et fervorum

Quos humanus, officicfus, liberalise

Grat08 devin€los & fideles habuit,

Pius, tranquiilus, animofus^ cxlebd

Obijt viii. Maij.

JEtzu LVIIIi

^
, MDCCX;

MEiAoiKS of Sir DAVID MItCHELtj
KnL Vice-Admiral of the Red^ one of the Lords

Commijftoners of the Admiralty^ and of the Council

to Prince G £ O R G E of Dehmai-k, ^c.

AMONG other reafohsi of whith there ard

iliany^ for pjreferving, as far as pofliblee the me*

moirs of eminent perfons deceafed^ who have rofe td

that degree of eminence by the fervices they hare ren-

dered to their country, this is one, and that bot the

ieaft confiderabie, viz. To encourage others to a£l ait

they have done^ and to deferve like honours, from a

like conduct. It is certainly the higheft encouragenieiit

Vol. IV^ A a • t«

Vf

It If 11
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to merit, to fee, that In preceeding times, men have rifen

thereby to the higheft honours, of which their profeffions

were capable ; and this without the countenance of great

relations, or the afliltance of any other friends, than

thofe procured to them by their own defert. But, if

this be a thing of confequence in every profelHon, it is

much more fo, in refpedt lo naval affairs ; for as there are

none of ths fubjedts of Great Britain more ufeful, or who
reflect more honour upon their country, than fuch as are em-

plov (J 1^, r.e ntvy, fo there is nothing that contributes

fo hi'<~J the fupport of that generous fpirit, and in-

vincible couri ' by which they have been always diftin-

guiihed, as the thoughts of their being able to rife in their

own profellion, by mere dint of merit, and without bor-

rowing any help from thofe kinds of arts, to which, from

their education, and manner of living, they mull be

neceflarily ftrangers. This it was that chiefly induced"

me to preferve fuch fragments, as I could gather up, in

relation to .ne life of Sir David Mitchell^ who was raifed

without envy, lived with univerfal reputation, and died

with the charader of an experienced feaman, and a wor-

thy honeft gentleman.

H E was defcended froni a very worthy family in Scot-

land^ though of fmall fortune \ and at the age of iixteen,

was put out apprentice to the mailer of a trading veflel,

who lived at Leith ; with him, Mr. Mitchell continued

Yeven years, and afterwards ferved as a mate aboard fe-

vcral other (hips, cfpecially in northern, voyages ; by

which he not only acquired great Ikill as a Teaman, but

alfo attained moft modern languages ; which, with his

fuperiour knowledge in the mathematict.s, and other gen-

teel accomplilhmcnts, recommended him to the favour

©f his officeraa after he had been prellcd to fea in the

Dutch
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Dutch wars. At the revolution, he was made a captain*

and being remarkable for his great (kill in maritima

affairs, and known to be firmly attached to that govern-

ment, he was very foon didinguiihed and promoted ; fo

that in the year 2693, he commanded the fquadron that

convoyed the king to Holland, and having by this means

an opportunity of converflng freely and frequently with

his majefty, became much in his favour, fo that in ths

next promotion, he was made rear-admiral of the blue ;

and not long after, appointed one of the grooms of his

majefty 's bed-chamber. In 1694, Sir David Mitchell^

being then a knight, and rear-admiral of the red, failed

with admiral RuJ/el into the Miditerranean ; and on the

admiral's return home, he was appointed j command

in chief a fquadron. left in thofe feas; in t''^e e :utionof

which commiflion he behaved himfelf \v.\h great reputa-

tion i and in 1696, ferved under Sir G^cr^, Rooke, with

whom he lived in great friendfliip, * >twithftanding he

owed hrs rife and fortunes in fome meaiu.e to the kind-

nef*> zl admiral Rujftl^ afterwards earl of Orford,

I have already taket) notice in the former volume, that

he brought over, and carried back, his Czurijh majefty,

^eter the Great, emperor QiRaJJia^ who was fo extreme-

ly pleafed with the company of Sir David Mitchell (from

whom, he often profefted, he learned more of maritime

affairs, than from any other perfon whatever) that he of-

fered him the higheft preferments in Mufcovy, if he would

have accompanied him thither ; but his propofal was not

agreeable either to Sir David*s circumftances or inclinations

;

for having, on the Death cf Sir Fleetivood Sheppardy been

appointed gentleman-uflier of the black rod, and having

alfo his pay as a vice-admiral, he had no reafon to quit

the fcrvice of hb native country, ^yen to oblige fo great

A a 2 a
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a princ^. His (kill and condufl as a feaman, and hit

perfedt acquaintance with every branch of naval affairs,

rendered him extremely ufeful, as his polite behaviour

made hith agreeable to every adminiftration. Upon the

accefTion of queen j^nne. Sir David Mitchell was appoint-

ed one of the council to prince George of Dtnmarky as

}crd high admiral, in which honourable office he conti-

nued till the year before the prince's death, when he was

laid afide ; but upon another change of affairs he was fent

cvtTio Holland, with a commiffion of great importance,

which was to expoftulate with their high mightinefles a-

bout the deficiencies of their quota's during the continu-

ance of the war, which commifBon he difchargcd with

great honour. This was the laft public adt of his life, for

foon after his return to England, he deceafed, at his feat

called Popes, in Hertfordjhire, on the ift of Jum 17 lo,

with as fair a reputation, as any man of his rank and cha-

ra^er could acquire, and lies buried in the parifli church

of Hatfield, in the county before-mentioned.

We have now finiflied, not only the naval hiftory, but

the naval memoirs of this reign, hy annexing the beft ac-

counts we could coUedt of ihofe great men who ferved

their country under the happy aufpice of this illuilrious

princefs ; the few things that remain to be iaid, are of a

fiiifcellaneous nature, and are brought in hercy becaufe tli'ey

relate to naval affairs, and fo are connected with ovi

ihiftory, more than with any other, and are at the fame

time of too great injportance to be fuffered to fleep in

oblivion, while it is in our power to fave them. Of all

the reigns iince the conquelt, it may be truly faid, that

the Britijb conftitution never appeared with greater luftre

than under that of the queen 3 by which I mean, that tho

prerogative.
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prerogative, or influence of the crown, was nercr lefs ex-

erted, than by queen Anne and her mimAers. Thus, im.

mediately after the peace of Utrecht^ in order to flicw

the care and concern that was had for the trade of the

nation, the comtnlflioners appointed for taking and bat-

ing the public accounts, diredled Dr. Charlti D*Avenant^

diredlor-general of the exports and imports, to lay before

them diftindt annual accounts of the importation«« ?.D'i

exportations of all commodities into, and out of, li is king-

dom, which he accordingly did, with his own remarks

^nd refledtions, a thing of very great importance to the

State, and a precedent worthy of imitation ; becaufe, with-

out flich authentic grounds, it is fimply impoHibie, that

any probable conjcdlure fliould be made as to the growth

or decay of our commerce in general, or how far it is, or

is not, affed^cd by the encouragement, or difcouragement

•f particular branches ; which, however, are points of

great importance to every government, and without a

competent knowledge of which, no miniftry can ever

make a figure, or parliament be able to decide with cer«

tainty, as to thofe points which are of greateft confc-

quence to their conftituents.

At the clofe of that work, Dr. D^Avtnant enters large-

ly into the advantages that might be made by a trade in-

to the Smth Seas^ and that in terms, which (hew plainly,

the commerce of this company was not a vilionary thing,

as the enemies of the lord high treafurer Oxford^ its patron,

pretended ; for he there fays plainly, that this company

might extend the trade of the nation, by vending its com-

modities and manufactures, in unknown countries, and

gives his reafons why he thought fo. I raufl confels, that

I never underftood the fcope of this great man's reafbning

«poii that fubje^, till I read a book lately publiQied by

A a 3 MkH
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Mr. Dohbsy wherein he has (hewn, with great public fpirif,

how this may be done, either by difcovering a north-

weft paiTage into thofe fens, and fixing colonies in the

countries beyori Ca/i/ornia ; or, by profeTuiing ihofc dif-

coveries that have been already made by the Dutcb^ ami

fome of our own navigators of the 7trra AuftraliSy ihn.*

the Streights of Magellan, cither of which would open u
us a new Commerce, infmifely more advantageous than

that of Spain to her Indies ; becaufe thefe new difcovered

countries are fo Htuated, as that their inhabitants mu(t (land

in want of our goods, at the fame time that they ftand

poflefied of gold, iilver, fpices, and other rich commodi-

ties, which mull come to us in return ; and therefore Dr.

D*Avenant had great reafon to fugged, that the new

8ouih Sea might prove as beneficial to Britain^ as her old

£a/}' India comp^rty. This very dilbourfe of his, being

addrefled to tlie commiflloners for taking and ftating ac-

counts, is the cleared demonflration, that when the South

Sea company was erected, there was a profpect of thefe

• advantages, and that with a view to thefe, the powers of

the company were rendered fo extenHve, and their capitfil

made fo large.

If this has not hitherto been done, dill, however, it

may be done, iioce the fame powers remain veded in the

. company by their charter ; and it is the more reafonabic,

that fometbing of this fort (hould be attempted, becaufe

the JffientO'Contn(X Is expiring ; and at prcfent, there

feems to be but little profpedl of our getting it renewed.

Befides, if we are able to fettle any new colonies in thaf

part of the globe, we ihould be able to trade with tie

Spaniards without an AJftentOy and fecure to ourfelvcs fuch

a proportion of commerce, as might perhaps equal all that

we now ppdeis. But, if it fliould be founds tbat> not-

•'*'
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withftanding tbefc extenfive powers, the company is either

dinnclined, or difabled to carry on fuch a new trade \ then

I humbly think it will be high time for the legiflature to

transfer thofe powers to fome other body corporate, that

may be able '<>nd willing to exert them, and this with fuch^

claufes of emendation or rellrlotion, as the experience we

have lince had of the management of public companies

ihall fuggeft to be either neceflary or expedient. In the

fame report by Dr. D*Avenant^ there are feveral other

curious remarks on almofl all the branches of our com-

merce ; and if fuch a general ilate of trade as this, were

to be laid before the parliament, once at lead in ever/

reign, we (hould then be able to jud^e both of the efficacy

of the laws already made, and of the ufefulnefs and ex-

pediency of new ones. But, it is now time to return from

this digreflion, into which I was led by the defire of pre-

ferving a hint which feems fo very capable, of improve-

ment, to the lalt a£ts of the queen's government and life,

with which I (hall conclude this chapter.

The treaty of Utrecht^ which put an end to our dif-

putes abroad, proved the caufe of high debates, and great

diftradtions at home. The people grew uneafy, the mi-

niftry divided, and the heats and violence of party rofe to

fuch a height, that her majedy found herf«lf fo embar-

railed, as not either to depend upon thofe in power, or

venture to turn them out. The uneafinefs of i^^ind that

fuch a perplexed fituation of affairs occafioned, had a vtxy

bad effed upon her health, which had been in a declining

condition from the time of prince George^s death, and

thisweaknefs of her's, ferved to increafe thofe difordersin

her government, which were fo grievous to herfelf, and

fo detrimental to her fubjedts. For her minillers, forget-

ting their duty to her, and their regard for fhcir cuutitry,

A a 4 . coil'
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qonfuited only their ambition, and their private views ; fe

that, whenever they met in council, they ftudied rather

to crofs each others propofals, than to fettle, or purfue

any regular plan ; and to fuch a monftrous extravagance

thefe jealoufies rofe at laft, that it is believed, a quarrel

between two of her princljial minifters, in her prefencc,

proved, in fome meafure, the caufe of her death. For

being at Windfir^ <>ie was feized on the 29th of July,

with a drowfinefs and finking of her fpirits ; and the next

<]ay, about feven in the morning, was ftruck with an apo«

plexy, and from that time continued in a dying condition.

About three in the afternoon, (he was fenfible, and at

the rcqucft of the privy-council, declared the Duke of

"Shrewfiury lord high trcafurer of Great Britain^ though

he was lord chamberlain, and lord lieutenant of Ireland

at the fame time. This was the laft ad of her admini-

itration i' for the council now took upon thcmfelves the

dir^^tion of public afiairs, appotntmg the Earl of Berkley

XO. command the fleet, and fending General Witbam to

take the commahd m Scotland , and likewife difpatched

orders for the immediate embarkation of feven Britijk

batallions from Flanders, In the mean time, the queen

continued in the hands of her phyficians and domefticks,

fome of whom flattered themfelvcs with faJfe hop^*^ tc the

laft ; but the blifters not riling, her majefty, about feven

in the morning, on the firft of Augufl 17 14, breathed

her laft. The following charafter I have taken from a

liidory of her reign in MS. which, now, in all probabi-

lity, will never be printed. •

. ANNE STUARt, daughter to James II king of

England, &c. was bom at St. James\ February 6,

1664-5, at 39 minutes paft eleven at night. She was ten*

lierly and carefully educated | and having from nature the
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inolt valuable gifts, (he became a very accomplifhed prin<-

pefs. She was moderately tall, and well proportioned,

her comi-lexion and (hape excellent, till her conllitution

was impaired by grief and ficknefs. She appeared to beft

advantage fpeaking, for {he had a clear harmonious voice,

great good fcnfe, and a very happy elocution. Her piety

was unaffected, her humility fincere, her good-nature very

confpicuous ; but would have been more lb, bad it not

been inherent \ii her Family. As a wife, fhe was the

paitCern of conjugal fidelity, without any a0e^ation of

fondnefs. Her tendemels as a mother to her children, wai

regulated by the rules of reafon and religion ; but, her

indulgence as the mother of her fubje^s knew no bounds.

It was her only foible, that the uprightnefs of her own
intentions left her without fufpicion. Her affedtion for

her people was fo apparent, that it was never doubted

;

and fo firmly rooted, as to be difcernable in her laft words.

With a juft fenfe of her own high dignity, (he had a true

concern for the rights of her fubjedls, and a (Irongpaflion

for the glory of the nation, fhe loved public fpirit,

and encduraged it s and though (he was naturally

magnificent and generous, yet flie was frugal in htP

private e^^pences ; not to hoard, but to beftow on the

itiecefTities of the flate. She gave her tenths to the

clergy, which will remain a lading monument of her

zeal for the rhurch. The many good laws, and the nu-

merous happy events which fell out in her reign, wiU

ever preferve her memory in efleem with thofe who Wifli

well to the Hate. In a word, fhe was blefTed with all the

Endowments that could make a woman admired, and

exerted all the virtues necelTary to make a monarch

^loyedf At her Jeath^ her lofs was thought irretrievable.
-='!
.i./(i
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and few, who remember her, have altered their opinions.

It would be improper to fay more, and ingratitude to have

faid lefs.

Her majefty had iflue by the prince of Denmarky i. a

daughter that was ftill-born the I2th of May 1684. 2.

Lady Mary^ a fecond daughter, born the 2d of June 1685,

and died In February 1690. 3. Anne Sophia^ who was

born the 12th of May 1686, and died the February fol-

lowing. 4. IFilliam duke of Glmcejier^ bom the 24th of

*]uly 1689, who lived to be eleven years of age. 5. The

lady Mary^ born O^ober 1690, who lived no longer than

to be baptized. 6. George^ another fon, who died alfo

foon after he was born.

Abstract of the royal navy, as it flood at

the death of the QJJ E E N.

y^

I.

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

Fire-(hips, l^c

about—

- 13

- 39
- 66

- 32

}50.

1,170

2,890

3*490

1,190

5»3i»

7r'94

16^089

16,058

4,160

1,047

49,860

CHAP,
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CHAP. II.

Containing the naval htftory of Great Britain, from
the accejfton of King George I. to the time of
bis demifi•/C%

E are now to enter on a new Period of

time \ and a great change in our govern-

ment, brought about by a llatute made in

the -welfth year of KingmiLLUM III,

for limiting the fucceffion of the crown ;

by which, after the death of the queen, then princefs

ANNEy without iflue, it was to pafs to the moft illuft-

rious houfe of Hanover^ as the next proteftant heirs : for

the princefs Sophia^ Eledtrefs dowager of Hanover ^ was

daughter to the queen of Bohemia^ who, before her mar-

riage with the Eledtor Palatine^ was (tiled i princefe

Elizabeth of Great Britainy daughter to Ja* VI. of Sc^t-

landf and I. of England ; in whom uni'.ec all the heredi-

tary claims to the imperial crown of * ' .j realms. But,

the princefs Sophia dying a very little while before the

queen, GEORGE LEff^S, ele^or of Hanover her fon,

became heir of this crown, on the demife of queen Anne^

and was accordingly called to the fucceflion, in the man-

ner diredled by another ftatute, pafled in the ninth year

of her majelly's reign. For, by that law, the admini-

ftration of the goveinment, immediately on the queen's

death, devolved on feven perfons named in the a£t, in con-

.
junction with as many as the fucceflbr fhould think fit to

appoint, io the manner direded by that law.

Thi
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.
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The feven juftices fixed by the ftatute, were, Ae

wchbifliop of Canterbury^ Dr. Thomas Tennijbn\ ih, lord

high chancellor, 5/>»^lord Harcourt ; the lord prefidentof

the council, John duke oi Buckingham/hire \ the lord high

treafurer, Charles duke of Shrew/bury ; the lord privy-

fcal, fTilliam earl of Dartmouth ; firft lord commiflioncr

of the admiralty, ^omas earl of Strafford ; and lord chief

juftice of the King's-Bench, Sir Thomas Parker. The
lords juftices appointed by the fucceflbr, were, the lord

arehbiftiop of York^ Sir H^illiam Dawes j the dukes of

Shrewfiury^ Somerfety Bolton^ Devonjhire^ Kenty Argyle^

Montrofsy and Roxborougb j the Earls of Pembroke AngU-

.fia^ Carlifi, Nottingham y Jbin^don, Scarborough, and

Or/ord ; the Lord Vifcount lownjhend ; and the Lords

Halifax^ and Cotvper. Thefc lords juftices, the fame day

the queen died, iflued a proclamation decJ.5ir''jg the ac-

ceffion of King George L and commanding him lo be pro-

claimed through all parts of the kingdom ; which was done

accordingly. On the next day, they fcnt the Earl of Dor-

fit to his majefty, to invite h'm over ; and on the 3d of

•4vgufty the lord hi-gh chancellor, 'in the name of the lords

'juftices, opened the (rff; ? of parliament by a fpeecb. On
»thfr lytb of tile fam ir ? jth, the Earl of Berkley failed

"9f\\h a fquadron of fixtefen men of war, and fix yachts,

,ft>r Holland, in order to attend his majefty, where he was

^Joined by eight fhips of the States General, under rear-

admiral Coperen ; and, to fecure the coafts and the chan-

nel, admiral fPlager vfzs knt down to Port/mouth, and Sir

Thomas Hardy to Plymouth, to equip fuch (hips as were

tilt for fcrvice.

His majefty arriving from Holland on the 18th of

vtSepiember, and making his public entry on the zoth,

took thw reins of government into U» own hands; afid

very
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rery foon made Tome confideiable alterations in the feve-

ral boards ; particularly in that of the admiraity, which

was clean fwept ; for, inftead of Thomas Earl of Staffhrd^

Sir John Ltah^ Sir tVilliam Drakcy John jfiJJabiey Efqj

Sir Jamei IVtJhart^ and Dr. John Clarkey who were there

on the demife of the late queen, his majedy appointed

Edward Earl oiOrford, Sir George Byng^ George Doding*

ton, Efq; Sir John Jennings, Sir Charles Turner, Abraham

Stanyan, and George Baillie^ Efqrs. In the month ofNa^

vember^ Matthew Jylmer, Efq; was declared admiral and

commander in chiev" of his majefty's fleet ; and foon after.

Sir Charles Wage*-, rear-admiral of the red, was feiit to

relieve Sir James Wijhart, in the Meditteranean *.

The Subject of this work obliges me only to take no-

tice of fuch adls of the new government as relate to naval

affairs; and therefore, after obferving that a new parlia-

ment was fummoned, and met at Wejlminjler, March

the 17th, the next thing that occurs, is, that on the firft

Q^ April, 17 15, th^ey came to a refolution, to allow ten

thoufand feamen at four pounds a month ; and on the 9th

niMay following, granted 135,574 A 3-J. ^d. for the half-

pay

::^

.,- ft !
!:, 1

" In order to render the fubfequent hiftory more clear, it wil?

be requifite to give the reader a (hort ftate of the commaiids in

the navy, at the acccflion of King George I,

Sir John Leake, Knt. rear-admiral of Great britaJn.

Matthew Aylmcr, Efqj admiral and commander in chief of
his raajefty's fleet.

Sir James Wifhart, Knt. admiral of the white fquadron.

Sir John Norris, Knt. admiral of the bl •.

James Ear! of Berkley, vice admiral of the red.

Sir Edward Whitaker, Knt. vice admiral of the white.

John Baker, Efq; vice admiral of the blue.

Sir Charles Wager, Knt. rear admiral of the red.

Sir Hovcndcn Walker, rear admiral of the white.

Sir Thomas Hardy, Knt- rear admiral oft'-^ blu«.

* ' -w St.
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pay of fea-ofiicers J 197,896/. 171. 6</. for the ordinary

of the navy ; and 237,277 /. for the extraordinary repairs of

the navy, and rebuilding of (hips. Thefe large fums were
thought recefTary, becaufe, at this juncture, the fleet of

Great Britain vi'as very much decayed j and it was fore-

fcen that, notwithftanding the peace fo lately concluded,

new difputes were likely to arife, which might require

freHi armaments.

Amongst thefe difputes, the moft ferious was that in

which we were engaged with Sweden. This had begun

before the queen's death, and was occafioned by the Swe-

dijh privateers taking many of our {hips, which, with their

cargoes, were'con fifcated, under a pretence that we aflift-

cd and fupplied the Czar and his fubjedls, with fhips,

arms, ammunition, i^c, contrary, as was fuggefted, to

our 'treaties with the crown of Sweden. Mr. Jack/en^ her

majpfty*s minilter at Stockholm, had prefented feveral me-

morials upon this fubjf*^, without receiving any fatisfa6,o-

ry aufwer ; and therefore, it w as now thought expedi-

ent to make ufe of more tffedlual means, viz, fending a

flrong fquadron of men of war into the Baiticiy the ra-

th'**', becaufe their high mightinefles the States General^

labouring under the fame inconveniencies, found them-

felves obliged, after all pacific methods had been tried in

vain, to have recourfe to the fame meafures, in order to

protefl the commerce of their fubjefls.

/This once refolved, a fquadron of twenty fail was

3004 'nted for this fervice, and the command given to Sir

John NorriSf who was then admiral of the blue, and who

had Sir Tbomas Hardy, rear-admiral of the fame fquadron,

»o aflift him. The admiral hoifted his flag on board the

Cumberland^ a third rate, having ten fliips of the line in

his divifigc. Sir Thomm Hardy was ifl the Norfoiky a third

tate
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rate al/o, and had in his divifion, eight (hips of the line,

the Mermaidfrigate, of thirty-two guns, and the Drake

Sloop, which carried iixteen. l^his fleet failed from the

Nore on the i8th of May, and arrived in the Sound on

the loth of June following; where, finding ihe Dutch

fquadron, a conference was held on board the Cumberland

on the 14th, in which it was refolved, that the combined

fquadron fhould proceed together, with the Engli/b and

Dutch merchant-men under their convoy, for their re-

fpedlive ports ; which they performed accordingly, by th«

clofe of the month.

One of the firft thjngs Sir John Norris did, was, to

difpatch an exprefs to the court of Stockholm, in order to

be fatisfied, whether the Swedes were refolved to go on in

their practice of feizing and confifcating our (hips } or whe-

ther, before it was too late, ^they would confent to enter

into a negotiation for determining the difputes which had

arifen between the two nations. The anfwer he received,

was fo loofe, and uncertain, that he refolved to proceed

according to his inftruflions. After Sir John\ departure

from Copenhagen, there arrived, under the convoy of two

Britijh men of war, forty-fix merchant-fliips, that were

not ready to fail from England with Sir John Norris,

Thefe (hips remained till the Danijh fleet was ready to

fail, in order to take the advantage of their convoy.

About the middle of the month oiAuguji, the Danijh Rest,

confiding of twenty (hips of the line, with the RuJJian

fquadron, refolved to fail up the Baltick, with the Eng-

lift) and Dutch, As the Czar of Mujcovy was at this time

at Copenhagen, and defigned to command his own (hips,

feveral confultations were held, to regulate the command

of the feveral fquadtons Qf different rations, then in that

rgad.

\:A
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road, which, together, were called the confederate fleen

It was, at la(l, refolved to give the chief command of it

to the Czar of Mu/covyi but fo, that Sir Jekn Norrls

ihould command the van-guard of the united fleet \ the

Czar, the body of the line of battle j the Danijh admi-

ttl, Count GueldenleWi the rear; and> that the Duuh
commodore, v/ith his fquadron, and five Briti/h men of

war, ihould proceed with the trade of both nations, for

their refpcftive harbours, in the Baltick. According to

this rcfolution, the i6th the Czar hoifted his imperial

flag, as admiral, on board one of his fineft (hips, and was

thereupon immediatel/faluted by Sir John Nerris, with a

difcharge of his cannon, which was followed by the Danijh

and Dutch ; and thefe compliments being paid, his Cza^

Han raajefty gave the fignal for failing; the i8th they

came to an anchor in the Kieger^Bucht ; from whence,

they failed towards Bornhoim, where, being informed that

• the Swf.di/h fieet was relumed to Carl/croon^ the Britijh

and Dutch merchant-lhips, with their convoys, feparated^

and proceeded on their refpedlive voyages, and the Czari

with his fquadron, failed for the coaft of Mecklenburg,

The Swedes had at this time, a very numerous

fleet, and in pretty good condition j but they were too wife

to hazard it againft fuch an imequal force as that of the

confederates ; and, therefore, withdrew it into one of their

own ports, till they received the king's abfolute orders.

.

On the 28th of O£fober^ Sir John Norris^ with the Bri-

tijh fquadron under his command, and the Danijb men of

war commanded by Count Gueldenlew^ arrived at Born-

holm^ on which day, the two cruizers which Sir John

Norris had fent to Carlfcroon^ returned to him with an

account, that they had feen the Swedi/h fleet, with two

flags, and feyen bro»d pendants in Carl/croon^ and all the

fljipl



Of King GEORGE I. 3^3
Ships they could difcover, Jay rigg'd; as alfo, that they

had three cruizers under fail, off the port. That night.

Sir Jshn Norris fent thefe two cruizers, being the belt

Tailors of his fquadron, to Dantzici, to haften the trads

down the Baltick -, and if they found the fix Bfiti/b meti

of war, and all the merchant-men had joined there, to

order the commodore not to lofe a moment that could ht

made ufe of for failing, but to proceed. Thefe cruizers

arrived at Dantzick on the 30th, where they joined the

Britijb men of war, and the trade, which, on the 31ft,

all failed from Dantzick. On the 9th, the Briti/h mert

of war, with the trade, joined Sir John Norns*3 fquadrort

at Bronholm (having failed from the fleet off Dantzick

on the 4th of this month) and the next day came all with

him into the road of Coptnhagen, On the 12th, arrive^

the Dutch trade, with their convoy, which had been

obliged to ftay after ours at Dantzick^ for provifions. A
ky/ days after. Sir John failed from the road of Copenha-

len; and, notwithfbnding his fleet, as well as the mer-^

chant-men under his convoy, were fuprized by a violent

florm, which difperfed them, and in which the Auguft^

of fixty guns, and the Garland of twenty-four, were un*

fortunately loft j yet the reft, with all the tfade, fafely ar-

rived at the Trow^ on the 29th of November^ in the morn*

ing. Sir John Norris left feven (hips of war under the

command of commodore Cleeland, in the Baltick^ to a(5l

in conjunction with the Jbanes, and for the further fecu-

rity of the BritiJ)} trade, if neceflary. Thus I haVe pro-

fecuted the hiftory of this Baltick expedition, from the

failing to the return of the fleet, that the reader might the

better apprehend it: and now 1 ought to return to the

proceedings of our fleets in the channel j but that it fecms

requifite to clear up fome points relating to this Baltick

Vol. IV* B b expedition,
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expedition, which have of late been the Aibje^t of high

difputes.

The great point in qucftion, as to xhhSzvediJh expe-

dition, is, whether it took rife from our o«vn concerns,

or from ihofe of the eledlorate of Jianover. On the

one hand, it is very certain, that the Swedijh privateeis

took our (hips, as well as thofe of other nations, and that,

in fittirg our fleet for thofe fcas, we did no more than

the Dutch, On the arrival of Sir John Ncrris in the

Baltickj our minifter prefented a memorial, in which, he

fet forth, the particular damages fuftained by our mer-

chants, amounting to 69,024/. 2/. 9d. for which he

demanded fatisfadion -, and, at the fame time infilled on

the repeal of an edidl, which his Swedijh majefty had

lately publifhed, and by which the commerce of the Bal-

tick was wholly prohibited to the Englijh, This memo-

rial was pr^Tented, June 15, 17 15, and in it, the nature

of Sir John Norris^s commiflion was explained ; fo that,

thus far, all this quarrel feems to arife from his majefty's

care of the Britijh commerce ^

But as eleflor of Hamvevy he had alfo fome difputes

with his majefty of Sweden, of quite a different nature;

ior having purchafed from the crown of Denmark the

dutchiesof Bremen and Ferden^ which had been taken from

the crown of Sweden^ he found himfclf obliged, in quality

of eledlor, to concur with the firft-mentioned power, in

declaring war again ft (Jk-'^^^w; and, even before this was

done, fome Englijh fhips joined the Datiijo fleet, in

order to diftrefs the Svjedes. Of this, the Swedijh minifter

here complained, by a memorial delivered to lord Town-

Jhend^

^ Lamherti, To;n. ij:, p. 251. Oldmixon, Anoals of King
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Jbtnd^ then fccrctary of ftare, dated OSloher 3, 1715. His

Swtdijh majedy alfo, in anfwer to the Hanovirian , dcch»

ration of war, publiflied fome very fevere refledlions, in

which he ailerts, that the honour of the Briti/b flag had

been proftituted to ferve the intereds of another ilate, and

in order to create an intcrcourfe between the king's regal

and eledlorai dominions*. Thus far I have given the

evidence on both fides, and leave the whole to the deter-

mination of the reader ; with this obl'ervation only, that

the Duichy though no lefs injured,, no lefs concerned in

their trade than we, did not, however, think it ncceilary

to come to fuch extremities.

While this fquadron was employed in the Baltick^

tbe rebellion was cxtinguiflied in Scotland ; but with fu

little afliftancc from our naval force, that it fcarce dcferves

to be mentioned. It is true. Sir George Byng was fent

to hoift his flag in (he Dowm^ in the middle of fummer,

and continued there as long as the feafon woulvi permit

;

but no enemy appeared, and Sir John Jennings was lent

to Edinburgh^ from whence he went on board the Oxjord^

in the Frith^ and hoilled his flag as commander in chief

of the fquadron then upon the coafts, which would haver

been highly ferviceable in cafe the Pretender^ adherents

had cither had any naval force, or had been fuccoured

from beyond the feas : But there was nothing of this kind.

The rebellion broke out under the influence and direilion

of the carl of Mar^ who was foon joined by the clans

;

and the duke of Argyll being fent down againft him, it

quickly appeared how ill their meafures had been taken.

B b 2
*

His

c Lamberti, Tom. ix. p. 301. Hiftorica! Regifter, vol. i.p. 2.

Qldmixon, iiz.
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His gtace had, indeed, but a fmall number of regular

troops under his command ; but his intereft was fo exten-

• five, that he not only engaged many powerful families to

declare for King George, but, which perhaps was the greater

fervice of the two, engaged many more to remain quiet,

,
who otherwife had joined the rebels. The bufinefs was

decided by the battle of Sherif-Moore, near Dunbhin,

fought November 13, 17 15, the fame day that general

Fojffr and the EngUJh, who were in arms, furrendered at

Trefton, Yet, after this, the Chevalier de St. George ven-

tured over into Scotland, in a very poor veflel i where,

foon finding his affairs defperate, and his perfon in the ut-

nioft danger, he contrived to make his efcape from the

north, with the utmoft fecrecy ; which he effeded, by

going on board a clean tallow*d French fnow, which failed

out of the harbour of Montrofe, February the 3d, in fight

of fome Englijh men of war, but kept fo clofe along fliore,

that they foon found it was impoflible to follow her**.

These were the principal tranfadionr- of this year,

at the clofe of which, things were ftill in fuch confufion,

that the parliament thought fit to grant very large fupplies

for the enfuing year, yi%, 10,000 feamen at the rate of

4/. per month, the.fum of 233,849/. ig;. bd, for the

ordinary of the navy, and 23,623 /. for the extraordinary

repairs of the navy. We have already taken notice of

what paft under Sir John Norris in the Baltic

k

; and here,

therefore, have only to obferve, that this year fome of the

pyratical republics in Barbary having broke the peacc^ ad-

miral Baker^ who had the command of the Englijh fqua-

dron in the Meditterraman^ received orders to bring them

to

•» Hiftorical regillfr, Oldmixon, annals of King George, &c.
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to reafon j which he did, without any great difRculty. But

the Sallee Rovers ftill did a great deal of mifchief ; and it

was the more difficult to fupprefs them, becaufe their (hips

were fo fmall, and drew fo little water, that our men of

war were very feldom able to come near enough to ex-

change fljot wiih them. At laft, Captain Delgarno, on©

of the moft aftive officers in the navy, in his majefty*s

(hip the Hindy of twenty guns only, came up with one

of their heft men of war of twenty-four guns, and after

^n obftinate engagement, of two hours and a half, obliged

her to ftrike ; but (he had not been in his pofleffion about

a quarter of an hour, before (lie funk ; and all her crew,

except thirty-eight hands, perifhed : '^his, with the lofs

of another ve.flel of eight guns, and two more of Jixteen

guns each, which were forced on (hore by his majefty's

Ihip the Bridgewatery delivered in a great meafure, the

Englijh commerce in the Mediterranean^ from the inter-

ruptions given by thefe pyrates **.

In the month of June^ his majefty went over to Hoi-

land, efcorted by a;i Englijh iquadron, and from thence,

continued his journey by land to Hanover, where the

the didurbances in the north, made his prefence at that

time particularly neceflary, and where he continued the

reft of the year 17 16 5 at the clofe of which, admiral?

Aylmer failed with a fquadron for Holland, to efcort him

home. In the mean time, the government was employed

in extinguifhing the remains of the rebellion here and in

Scotland, and providing, in the beft manner they could,

againft the revival of fuch difturbanccs ; of which, they

had the greater hopes, from the conduit which the regent

Rl>3
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^ Qldmixon ; Hiftorical B-egiiler, London- Gfi:i;ettef tsc.
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of France purfued, who (hewed a ftrong inclination to

live upon good terms with Great Britain^ as was indeed his

intereft. But, it very foon appeared, that, notwithftand-

ing the Chevalier*s adherents had loft their hopes, with

rcfpci^ to fuccours from France^ they had ftill another

power willing, and ready to aflift them ^

^ 0PON his majefly's return, a dangerous confpiracy was

f:iid to be difcovered j m which, many were engaged at

home and abroad ; and for defeating of which, it was

thought neceflary to fecure the pcrfon and papers of Count

Gylienbourg, then his Swedijh majefty*s ambaflador at this

court, and who at the time of his death was prime mini-

Iter of that kingdom : a fadt which ftruck the foreign mi-

nifters here with the uimoft furprizc, from which, how-

ever, they quickly recovered themfelves, when they were

informed, that it was not for any ail of his miniftry, bur

ibr his being concerned in the management of a plot a-

gainft the government. About the fame time, the fa-

mous baron Coer.tz was, at his Britannick majefty*s re-

queit, arretted in Hol/andy where he adted as minilter from

the King of Sweden. In order to faiisfy the world, the

letters and papers relating to the invafion, which it was

faid his Siiedijh niajelly intended to have made in Scotland^

were rendered public} and the, parliament, foon after,

(hewed the warmeft refentment at the infolence of this

attempt. It was, indeed, amazing, that a prince already,

overwhelmed by fd, many, and fo powerful enemies,

(hould think of adding to their number by pradlices of this

kind. But whoever confiders the genius and fpirit of the

Jate Charles XII. will cafily conceive, that it was natural

enough

Annals of King George, Oldmixon, Political State.
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enough for him to embrace any expedient, how danger-

ous foever, which feemed to promife the diflblving that

confederacy by which he was diilrefled. But his defigri

was not only rendered abortive by this unexpe<fted difco-

very, which put it abfolutely out of his power to carry it

into execution j but it likewife brought upon him new

difficulties, in confequence of his Britannic majefty's re-

fentment of fuch behaviour, which prefently difcovered it-

felif by the vigorous refolutions taken here. For on the

2ift oi February^ it was refolved in the Houfe of Ccm-

mons, " That a bill be brought in to authorize his ma-

,
*' jefty to prohibit commerce with Sweden^^Mnng fuch a

* ** time as his majefty (hall think it necellary, for the

*' fafety and peac« of his kingdom ;" which afterwards

:paired both Houfes, and had the royal affent ; and on the

,3id of Marchi i proclamation was ,publi{hed for this pur-

j>ofe K
' '

As it was forefeen that this affair muft neceflarily occa-

fion the fending another fquadron to the Bahicky the ne-

ceflary fupplies were very early granted, viz. 10,000 fea-

men for the fervice of the year 17 17; 226,799/. 55. 3^.

for the ordinary of the navy, and 20,761 /. for the extra-

traordinary and repairs, and for the furnifliing fuch fea

llores as might be necefla/y. Immediately after, orders

• ivere iffued for forming a grand fquadron, con/ifting of

twenty one (hips of the line, befides frigates, for the Bal-

tick^ the command of which, was given to Sir George Byngy

who was to have had two admirals under him, with an

additional force ; but, before thofe (hips were ready, the

'miniftry altered their defign, and Sir George^ in obedience

toB b 4

*>„

K Chandler*^ debates, OldmixoPy Hidorical Regifter, &rc.
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%o frcfh orders, failed on le 30ih of March for Copitt*

Whatever neceflity here might be for thefe vigo-

rous meafures, yet it is certain, that this neceflity did not

fo fully appear to many who were hitherto fuppofed as

penetrating politicians as any in this kingdom ; and there-

fore, an oppofition was created, where it w.-^s leaft ex-

jpe(5led, I mean by fome who had the honour to be in the

king's councils ; which, however, did not hinder them

from exprefling their fenliments with a Britijh free-

dom. Their argumentj, however, had fo little weight,

that as foon as Sir George Byng was failed, fome of the

great miniflers prevailed upon his majefty to fend, on the

^d q( jfpril 17 17, ameflage to the Houfe of Commons

to this effedt ; ** that, being defirous to fecure his king-

^* doms againft the prefent dangers with which they were

<* thrcatnqd from Sweden, he hoped they would enable

' him to make good fuch engagements as might eafe his

*^ people of all future charge, and apprehenfions, upon

* this account," This occafioned warm debates in the

Jloufe ; it being faid, that the demanding a fupply, with-

out commynicating the particular ufes to which it was to

|)e appropriated, was unparliamentary; and even Mr.

Walphy afterwards created Earl of OrforJ, and Mr.

Speaker appear to be againft it. However, it was at length

parried in the committee, by 164 to 149. " That it was

^' the opinion of the committee, that a fum not exceeding

^* two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds be granted to

^' his ipajefty to concert fuch meafures \yith foreign princes

*« and

» L .W III -r-*r

^ Chandlec's debateS| Votjes of the tloufe of Commons, Poli-

^cal States
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** and ftates, as may prevent any charge and apprehen-

*^ fion from the defigns of Sweden for the future." When

the queftion for agreeing with the committee was put in

the houfe, it was carried but by four voices, viz, yeas

153, noes 149. The next morning, Mr. Secretary Stdn-

hope let the Lord Ttownjhend know, that his majefty had

no further occafion for his fervice, as Lord Lieutenant of

Ireland: whereupon, Mr. IValpole^ who was then firft

commiflioner of the treafury ; Mr. Methuen fccretary of

Hate ; and Mr. Pulteney fecretary at war, laid down their

employments. A few days after, Edward (Rujfel) Earl

of Or/ord^ refigned his office of firft lord of the admiralty 5

upon which, his majefty thought proper to change that

board, and accordingly, James 'Ez.x\o( Berkley^ Matthew

jfylmer, Efq; Sir George Byng^ James Cockburn^ and IVil-

liam Chetwyndy Efqrs. were made lords commiflioners of

the admiralty *.

I T was neceflary to take notice of thefe domcftick pro-

ceedings, before we followed Sir George Byng with his

fleet into the Baltkk j where fo little was performed, that

it is not eafy to give the reader any tolerable fatisfadlion

about it. On the eleventh of ^prily Sir George arrived

in the road of Copenhagen ; the next day he had an au-

dience of the king of Denmark and affifted at feveral

conferences, which were held in the fucceeding week,

in order to fettle the operations by fea, and the command
of the confederate fleet, in cafe it fljould be thought rc-

quifite for the feveral fquadrons to join. Sir George next

detached five fhips of the line to cruize in the Categat, be-

tween Gottenhurgh and the point ofSchagen^ to cover the

tM 1 trade

i Chandler's debate?, Votes of the Houfe of Common?, Old-

mixon, Hr^orical Regifter, Pohtical State, &c.

in
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trade from the Swedijh privateers. The Danijh cruizers

being likewife employed for the fame purpofe, the pafiage

VfTiS fo effediually fecured, that no (hips could pafs out of

that port. Sir George himfelf waited only for a fair wind

to fail with the reft oi the Britijh fquadron into the Baltickj

where the Swedes, ho\yever, had by this time abfolutely

Jaid afide whatever defigns they had formed, either to our

prejudice, or againft the general peace of Europe. On
the 7th oi May, however, our admiral failed from Copen-

bagen, having under his convoy, a great number of mer-

chant-fliips, bound for feveral parts of the Baltick, and in

the Kiogerbuckt, was joined by the Danijh fleet, com-

manded by vice-admiral Gabel : they failed together to-

wards Carl/croon ; but were obliged by contrary winds to

return. As no enemy appeared, and the feafon of the

year began ^0 advance. Sir George Byng thought of com-

ing home with the fleet j and accordingly, on the 2d of

November, paft the Sound, with nine Englijh ' of war,

ihree frigates, and three veflels of fmall hurt , leaving

behind him fix men of war to a^ in conjudtion with

the Dani/J) fleet j and on the 15th of the fame month,

arrived fafe at the mouth of the T'hameS', there leaving

his fquadron, he came up to London, where he was gra-

cioufly received by his majefty. So that here ended the

naval expedition for this year, and with it, in a great

meafure, all the apprehenfions the nation was under from

the Swedes K

^ To quiet the minds of the people, and prevent their run-

nlng intaa notion, that the fitting out this fltet was not re;illy

intended for the honour and fervice of Great- Britain ; The fol-

lowing account was pablilhed in the Gaxette.

Admi-

*a-
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In the mean time, his majefty had thought fit to ap-

point Sir John Norris envoy extraordinary and plenipoten-

tiary to the Czar of Mufcovy \ and, as if things began to

be To difpofed as to admit of a peace in the north, a refo-

lution was taken, to difcharge Count Gyllenbourgy which

was thus brought about. His royal highnefs the duke of

Orleans ordered the French minifter here, to acquaint the

king, that his royal highnefs was perfedly well informed

as to the king of Sweden*s difpofition, and that he was

throughly fatisfied, that his Swedijh majefty had not, nor

ever had, any intention to difturh the tranquility of his

Britannic majefty's dominions ; that if, therefore, his mi-

nifters had entered into any practices of that kind, it was

entirely without his knowledge ; and that, upon their ro-

turn to Sweden, he would caufe a ftrid enquiry to be

i^dJ f-^liib J -jw^iq:! to . ivlr u:;ijrs:; v^--:/ made

Admiralty-OffIcb, June 28.
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"' Captain Leftock, of the Panther, who eommandi the Alps,

appointed by Sir George Byng, to cruize of Gottenbargh,
gives an account by his letter, dated the thirteenth of laft

month, that, on the 27th of April, he failed out of Marde
in Norway, and three days after, took a Swedifli Privateer-

Dogger, of fix guns, and feventy-two men, commanded by^

6tie St. Leger, the perfon who fometime fince (ei2ed one of
oar packet-boats. That the fame afternoon, he retook a
•Dutcl^ hoy, which had been taken the day before, by a
SWediih ftip of ten guns ; and, on the firft of May, in tho

^fterndbn, he met and took the privateer, into wbofe hands

th^ hoy had fallen: All which prizes were carried intb'

Aruiidel ; and that, the ninth at night, the Strafford retook

a ibutch fly boat. By another letter from Captain Leilock,

dated 26th of May, he gave an account, that his majeity*s

ihip the Severn had taken a pirate, and retaken a Dutch fly-

boat : That the Chatham had taken two Swedilh privateers :

And, that, on the fifteenth of the faid month of May, our

(hips took a Swcdiih briganxine of ci^ht guns and twenty-fix

Men."
<Vi* • -w** >t^<.
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made into their condufV, in order to punifh them, if the/

ihould be proved guilty. Upon this propofition from

the regent of France, it was agreed, that Count GylUn*

lourg (hould be exchanged agalnft Mr. Jatkfin^ the Eng'

lijh minifter at Stockholm^ and that Baron Goertz (hould

be releafed from his confinement in Holland ; which was

accordingly performed. Yet the ftorm did not entirely

blow over 5 but the Swedijh quarrel ftill proved a fource

of new expence to the Britijh nation '.

-*.Th e miniftry, to (hew that their thoughts were not

wholly taken up by thefe difputes in the north, framed,

at this time, a very juft and laudable defign of fupprefling

the pyrates in the Wtft-lndies^ who, lince the clofe of the

Jate war, were become very numerous and highly info-

lent. And to give the public a juft idea of their care in

this rcfpeiV, they caufed an order of council, dated the

15th oi September 17 17, to be publi{hed to the effedlfoU

lowing, viz. ** That complaint having been made to

*' his majefty by great numbers of merchants, matters of

•' (hips, and others, as well as by the feveral governors

<< of his majefty's iflands and plantations in the Weji-

*< Indieii that the pirates are grown fo numerous, that

•* they infeft not only the feas of Jamaica^ but even

**' thofe of the northern continent of America : And that,

«'
unlefs fome effedtual means be ufed, the whole trade

** from Great Britain in thofe parts, will not only be;

« obftrudted, but in imminent danger of being loft : His

<« majefty has, upon mature deliberation in council, been

« gracioufly pleafed, in the firft place, to order a proper

^* force to be employed for fupprefling the faid piracies

;

«» ana

1 Mcr<ture Hiftorique & Politique, Annals of King G€Qrg^

IJiaorical Regiikr, Tolitical State, ficc.
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« and, that nothing may be wanting for the more effectual

** putting an end to the faid piracies, his majefty has alfb

*' been gracioufly pleafed to ifTae a proclamation, dated

" the fifth inftant* And, whertas it hath alfo bgen repre-

" fented to his majefty, that the Houfe of Lords had ad-

drefled her late majefty on this account, particularly

with refpedl to the Bahama-IJlandi : But, that there

were not any means ufed in compliance with that ad-

* drefs, for fccuring the faid Bahama 'IJIands : And, that

at this time, the pirates have a lodgment with a battery

on Harbour-IJland, one of the Bahama^s j as alfo, that

" the ufual retreat, and general receptacle for pyrates, is

•' at Previdtncey the principle of thofe iflands : His majefty

** has been further pleafed, to give diredlions for diHodg-

«• ing thofe pirates, who have taken ihelter in the faid

•* iflands, as well as for fecuring thofe iflands, and making

" fettlements, and a fortification there, for the fafety and
*< benefit of the trade, and navigation of thofe leas for the

« futrre"*'*. .^ ^
•

•

By a proclamation, dated the fifth of Septtmber 17 17,

his majefty promifed his pardon to any Englijh Weft-India

pirates, who (hould furrender themfelves on, or before

the 5th of September following, for all piracies committed

before the 5th of January preceeding: And, after the faid

5th of Septembery any of his majefty 's ofiicers by fea or

land, who fliould take a pirate, upon his convidtion, to

have for a captain, a hundred pounds; for any other

officer, from a lieutenant down to a gunner, forty pounds

;

for an inferior ofiicer, thirty pounds ; and for every pri-

rate man, twenty pounds. Laftly, any pirate delivering

up a captain, or commander, on, or before, the 6th of

September following (fo as he Ihould be convi<5led) was
to

^ Oldmixon, Hiftorjcal Regiikr, Political Seate.
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to have two hundred pounds reward^ to be paid at the

treafury. We fhall, in treating of the events of next

year, givt a large account of the good effeds which this

proclamation produced, by giving an immediate check to

the infolency of thefe fort of people, and opening a way

to their total fuppreflion. But it is now time to return

to affairs of greater importance, and to fay fomewhat of

the politics of the Britijb miniflry at this juncture ; the

rather, becaufe all the naval tranfaflions which follow,

depend entirely upon them ",

The troubles of the north ftill fubfifting, we could not

fuddenly extricate ourfclves from the (hare we had taken

in them ; though it was vifibly fuch a one, as had put

'our commerce under great difficulties abroad, and per-

plexed us not a little at home. The merchants complain-

\ cd of the bad effects which the prohibition of trade with

* Sweden had produced ; aflerting that, inftead of thirty

thoufand pounds a year, which the ballance of that trade

conftantly brought us, we now loft ninety thouAmd

pounds a year, by purchafing Sivedijb commodities

from other people, particularly frooi t'le Dutch, who

raifed the price oiSwediJh iron, four pounds a ton j which

was thought the harder, becaufe in the original quarrel,

the Dutch were as deep as ourfelves, and now, by an an-

accountable turn, they were in pofleflion of the whole

SwediJhix2idiQ\ and we, after all our armaments, were en-

tirely (hut out. This was the effeft of the Sivedijh war

abroad ; but, here at home, things were in a worfe fiiua-

tion ; for feveral of the leading patriots who had refigned

their places, upon that change of meafures which produced

the

^ Annals of King Gco.ge, Political Ststc, Contin-iation of

Rapio.
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the Swsdi/h war, infifted warmly, both within doors,

and without, that it was now carried on, not only with-

out regard, but in dircdt oppofition, and with manifcft

difadvantagc to the iniercft of Great Britain, In proof

of this, ihcy alledged, not only the memorials prefcntcd

from time to time by the Swedijh minifters, but thofc alfo

delivered of late by the minifter from the Czar j which

concurred In affirming, that all our meafures in the north,

were governed by the German intereft. I do not take

upon me to determine, whether thefe gentlemen were

in the right, or in the wrong. I only relate matters o[

fa£t as I find them ; and relate them, becaufe my hiftory

would not be intelligible without them. The miniftry,

however, did not change their fentiments, but perfifted

ilill in their refolution, to bring the king of Sweden to

fuch terms as they thought reafonable, by force. This

was t method, which of ail princes Charles XII. could

the lead bear ; and therefore, inftead of thinking of a

peace upon fuch terms> he turned his thoughts entirely

on the means of carrying on the war ; and, though bis

affairs were in a very low and diftrefled condition, yet

his heroic fpirit, joined to the indefatigable pains he took,

put them at laft into fuch a pofture, that, if he had not

been fnatched away by a fudden death, it is highly pro-

bable he would have rcftored them, at lead on the fide

of Germany ".

But this was not the only affair of confequence that

employed the thoughts of theadminiftration. We were then

in clofc confederacy with the emperor and France^ and,

in conjunction with thefe powers, had undertaken to

fettle

HI

illff
i
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° OldmixoDj HiAorical RegiUeri Mcrcure hiftsriaue. Sec, Lim-
bwti.
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fettle the affairs of Europe on a better foundation than th*

treaty of Utrecht left them. With this view, the triple

alliance was concluded on, the 4th of January 17 17 ;

and, that not anfwering the end cxpefted from it, we
next entered (as will be (hewn) into the famous quadruple

alliance, which was intended to remedy all th'ife defefts^

and to fix the general tranquility for ever. Yet, by un-

forefeen accidents^ to which human policy will be always

liable, this alliance pre /ed the caufe of an immediate war

between us and Spaifts and in its confequences has been

the fou;ce of all the troubles that have arifen in Europe^

from the time of its conclufion to this day. By this

treaty (the terms of which were already fixed, though it

was not executed till fome months afterwards) the con-

tradting powers undertook to fatisfy the emperor and the

\Cm% oi Spain : In order to which, his imperial majefty

was to hav- Sicily given him j and the rcverfion of all

^he Italian dominions, to which the queen of Spain pre-

tended, was to be fecured to her pofterity. The crown

of Spain wis highly difpleafed with the provifion made

for its intereft j and though the emperor feemed to be

very well contented at this juniSure j yet^as focn "a Spain

was Gompdied to accept what was now offered her, he

alfo grew difpleafed with this partition, and we have ne-

ver fince been able to keep them both in any temper, or

preferve ourfelves from being involved in their quarrels,

as the reader, in the courfe of this work, will be fuli-

ciently informed. Thefe Spanijh difpules were another

ground of Oppofition, which afforded room for the then

patriots to complain, that we were more attentive to the

intereft of the Emperor, than careful of the commerce of

Great Britain. In fpite of this clamour, the miniftry con-

certed with the Emperor und France^ the proper meaiis

for



0/ King G E O R G E I. 36^

for executing the projcft which gave birth to this treaty,

by taking the ifland oi Sicily from the duke oi Savoy ^ vho

was now polTefled of it, with the title of king, and giving

it to his imperial majcfty ; to which, the firft mentioned

prince was obliged to fubmii, becaufe he faw plainly, that

if he did not confent to give this kingdom to the Empe-

ror, he (hould either have it taken from him by force, or

lofe it to the Spaniardsy from whom Sardinia was by our

plan, to be taken and bellowed on the duke of Savoy^ in

exchange for Sicily p.

In this critical fituation, things were, whfen the parlia*

ment ihct on the 21ft oiSepttmber 1717 } and on the loih

of November following, they granted, as the cuftom had

been of late years, 10,000 feamen for the year 17 18, and

224,837 /. 14 J. II d, for the ordinary of the navy. But,

as this would by no means anfwer the defigns tjiat had

been formed by the adminiftration, the king was prevail-

ed upon, 10 fend a meilage to the Houfe of Ccmmora

on the 17th of Match, conce'ved in the following terms 1.

« GEORGE REX.
*' His majefty being at prefent engaged in feveral ne-

gotiations, of the utmoft concern to the welfare of

thefe kingdonjs, and tht tranquility of Europe -^ and

having lately received information from abroad, which

" makes him judge that it will give weight to his endea-

vours, if a naval force be employed where it fliall be

neceflary, does think fit to acquaint this Houfe there-

with ; not doubting, but that, in cafe he (hould be ob-

C c liged.

«
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" ligedj at this critical jundlure, to exceed the number of

'* men granted this year, for the fea-fervice, the Houfe
•« will attheir next meeting provide for fuch exceeding '.**

This meflage was brought to the Houfe by Mr. Bofi

cawen^ and an addrefs, piomifing to make good fuch cx-

ceedings as were mentioned, if they (hoi.ld be found nc-

ceflary, was moved for by Sir William Strjcilandy and a-

greed to, without a divifion ; which was extremely agree-

able to the court. The next day, the king thought fit to

make feme alterations at the navy-board; and, accord-

ingly, James Earl of Berkley^ Sir George Byng^ Sir John

Jennings^ John Cockburn, and William Chetwyndy Efqrs.

Sir John Norris, "nd Sir Charles Wager^ were declared

commiffioners for executing the office of lord high admiral

of England, Ireland, &c. the Right Honourable James

Earl of Berkley appointed vice-admiral, and Matthew AyU

mer, Efq; rear-admiral of Great Britain^ who was foon

after raifed to the dignity of a baron of the kingdom of

Ireland '.

While thefe fteps were taking, a great number of

large fhips were put into commiffion, and fuch other raca-

fures pur/ued, as rendered it evident, that the fleet now

fitting out, would not prove a fleet of parade. The Spa-

nijh minifter here, M, de Monteleone^ who was a man of

foreiigbt and intrigue, being alarmed at thefe appearances,

reprcfented in a memorial, dated the i8th of March 1718,

** That fo powerful an armament, in time of peace, could

'^ noi' but caufe umbrage to the king his mafler, and alter

the good intelligence that reigned betv/een the two«(

crowns.
»

r Votes of the Houfe of Commons. • PQlitial Statu', Hifto-

Tic^l Regiibr, Annals of King George, &c.
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** crowns." The king anfwered, " That it was not

•* his intention to conceal the fubjedl of that armament 5

** and that he defigned foon to fend admiral Byng with a

" powerful fquadron into the Mediterranean Sea^ in order

•• to maintain the neutrality of Itafy^ againft thofe who
** fliould feek to difturb it." The reafon affigned for ad-

ing with fo much vigour, was the difpofitions made in

Spain for attacking the i/land of Sicii;-, and the hardships

that were put upon the Briti^ merchants. Cardinal Al-

beroni^ who was thsn at the head of the Spani/h A frairs,

defended himfelf, and the meafures he had taken, with >

great fpirit, endeavouring to make the world believe, that

the Spanijb expedition againll the ifland of Sicily, was not

fo much a matter of choice, as of neceflity. I fhoiild

wrong that able minifter extremely, if I fhould endeavour

to give his fenfe in any other words than his own j and,

therefore, I have preferved his letter upon this fubjeft
»

;

which is fo much the more curious, as it is not at all taken

notice of in fome late accounts of this expedition. . It

C c 2 About

* The letter referred to in the text, was written by Cardinal
Alberoni, Co the Marquis de Berretti Landi, his Catholic Ma-
j'ifty's ambaflador to the States-General, who communicated it

to their high roightineffes. The reader will eafiJy perceive, that '^

this letter falls a gcod deal later in point of time, than where I
place it ; but, as it contains the reafons of the Sicilian expedition

I thought it came in beft for my purpofe here.

** I acquaint your excellency, that my Lord Stanhope fet out
•* the 26th of this month from the court at the Efcurial for Ma-
** drid ; whence he was to proceed in his journey to Paris ; hav-
" ing feen proofs fiifficient^ during his Hay here, of the conftancy
•• and firmnefs with which the King reje<Sted the projeft of the
" Princes mediators, and the fufpenfion of arms laft propofed.
" He learned from their majefties own mouths, in two long
" confcrenco, to which he had the honour to be admitted., r thai

1
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About the middle of the month of March, SirGgargg

Byng was appointed admiral and commander in chief of

the fquadron intended ior iht Mediterranean \ and on the

24th of May following, he received his inftrudtions, which

were to this purpofe. " That he fliould, upon his ar-

" rival in the Mediterranean^ acquaint the king of Spainy

*' and likewife the viceroy of Naples, and governor of

*' Milan, he was fent into that fea, in order to promote

'* all meafures that might beft contribute to the compo-
*' fing the differences arifen between the two crowns, and

** for preventing any farther violation of the neutrality of

*' Italy, which he was to fee preferved. 'That he was

*« to make inflances to both parties, to forbear all adls of

.
" hoftility.
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that they detefted that projeft, as unjull, prejudicial, and
ofFenfive to their honour; 1 told him, that I did not compre-
hend what motive could induce the confederated powers to admit
the Duke of Savoy into their alliance ; not only confidering

of what littk ufe he will be to them, but becaufe *tis certain,

thofe powers have no need of the troops of Savoy, unleft that

Prince will maintain them at his own expence, whicli will be

very difficult to obtain.

** As for Sicily, I declared to my Lord Stanhope, in the pre-

fence of the Marquifs de Nancre, that France and Great Bri-

tain had of themfelves, and none elfe whatever, induced

the King to recover that kingdom ; for both thole courts had

afTured his majetty, that the Duke of Savoy was treating with

the Arch -Duke to give up to him that ifland, if he would ac-

cept of it : but that he had refufed it, confidering it would be

better for him to receive it by the difpofition of the powers

mediators, and with the confent of Spain, becaufe in that cafe,

he would have the advantage to obtain it by a more jult and

more authentic title ; befides the afTurance of keeping it, by the

favour of fo powerful a guaranty. I likewife fhewed my Lord

Stanhope, that, the Arch-Duke being luafter oi Sicily, all

Italy will become flaves to the Germans, and the powers of F,u-

rope not be Jtble to fet her at liberty. And. that the Germans,

in the lall War, with a fmall body of troops, made head, and
*' difpuled
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hoftility, in order to the fetting on foot, and condud-

** ing the proper negociations of peace. But, in cafe the

*' Spaniards (hould ftill perfift to attack the emperor's

** territory in Italy^ or to land in any part of Italy^ for

'* that purpofe, or (hould endeavour to make themfclves

** matters of the ifland of Sicily^ which mud be with a

•* defign to invade the kingdom of Naples, he was then,

*' with all his power, to hinder and obftrudt tiie fame ;

** but, if they were already landed, he was to endeavour

*' amicably to dilTuade them from perfevering in fuch an

** attempt, and to offer them his affiftance to withdraw

. C c 3 . « their

« difputed the ground, againfl two crowns, which had formi-
** dable armies in Lombardy, were mafters of the country, and
" a great number of cenfiderablc places, I alfo reprefcnted lo
** him very clearly, that, to m.ike war in Lombardy, was to
** make it in a labyrinth, and that it was the fatal burial place
•' of the French and Englilh. That every year of the lail war
«* coft France 18, or 20,000 recruits, and above fifteen millions:,

** That the Duke of Vendofme, at the time things went profpe-

** roufly, faid, Jhat if the war in Italy lafted, the two crowns
" muft indifpcnfibly abandon that province, becaufe of the im-
" menfe charge. That, according to the engagements now pro-
*' pofed, the fuccours of Great Britain are far off, and imprarti-
*• cable, and that the rell would coft a Potofi, enough to ruin

•' a kingdom. That at prefent, thofe of France are ira-

poffible, and would be generally oppofed by the nation. That
the Arch-Duke would triumph with all thefe advantages,

and England not recover the leaft reimburfemeiit ; when, on-

the contrary, Ihe might gain confiderably, by fiJu g with.

Spajn. In conclufion, I told Lord Stanhope pLirly, that
*' the propofition of giving Sicily to the Arch Duke, v^as ab-
'* folutely fatal ; and that of fetting bounds afterwards to
•* his vail dffigns, a meer dream and illufion, fmce that prince,

** being poffefled of Sicily, would have no further need, either of
•* France or.-England, for bringing im.mediatcly the rell: of Italy

" under fubjedlion ; and no power would be in a condition ro

" oppofe it. This is the fubltancc of all the conferences my j-.ord

" Stanhope had, and vour excellency may make ufc of it, as oc-
•• cafion Ihall offer '*

'

it
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** their troops^ and put an end to all farther zQs of bof*

*' tUity ; but, if his friendly endeavours ihould prore in-

** efTe^lua], he was then to defend the territories attacked,

** by keeping company with, or intercepting their (hips,

** convoys, or (if necellary) by bppofing them openly."

It is evident, that thefe indrudtions Were not of the clear*

eft kind ; but it feems, they Were explained to him before

hand, by the great men, who had then the direction of

all things, as appears by a letter which is ftill prefervedi

and which I have placed in the notes ".

The admiral failed the 15th of June 17 18, from %>-
ietid, with twenty {hips of thejiile of battle, two fire-fliips,

two

« The letter referred to in the text, is from Mr. fccretary

Cra^gs, immediately before his embarkation ; it is preferved by

the accurate hiftorian of this expedition, in his appendix, p- 208

of his original edition ; from whence I have tranfcribed it, as a

full prooC that Sir George afted according to the verbal expli-

cation of his written orders by the miniflcrs.

•* Cockpit, May 27, O. S. 17 18.

r S I R,

" I inclofe to you his Ma)efty*s inftruftions, as well with rels-

" tion to your conduft in the mediterranean, as to the treaty with

** the Moors.
" After what pafled yefterday between irty Lord Sunderland.

" toy Lord Stmhope, you and me, when we were together at

" Lord Stanhope's lodgings, there remains nothing for me, but

•< to wifh you a good voyage, and fuccefs in your undertak-

«• ings : I do it very heartily, and am, with great truth.

It SIR,

«' Your rnoft Obedient,

" Humble Servant,

*t

J. C R A G G S.
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two bomb-veflcls, an hofpital-fliip, and a ftorc-fhip. Be-

ing got into the ocean, he fent the Rupert to Li^on, for

intelligence ; and arriving the 30th off cape Sr. Vincent

y

he difpatched the Superbe to Cadiz, with a gentleman,

who carried a letter from him to colonel Stanhope, (the

prefent earl of Harrington) the king's envoy at Madrid,

wherein he defired that minifter to acquaint ihe king of

Spain with his arrival in thofe parts, in his way to the

Mediterraneany and to lay before him, the inftrudtions he

was to a€l under with his fquadron j of which, he gave a

very ample detail in his letter. The envoy fhewed the

letter to the cardinal Alberoni, who, upon reading it, told

him with fome warmth, ** That his mafter would run

*' all hazards, and even fuffer himfelf to be driven out of

** Spain, rather than recall his troops, or confent to any
*• fufpenfion of armsj" adding, " That the Spaniards

** were not to be frighted, and he was fo well convinced

•• of their fleets doing their duty, that, if the admiral

*' fhould think lit to attack them, he fliould be in no pain

•* for the fuccefs." Mr. Stanhope havinp in his hand, a

lift of the Britijb fquao; ji\, delired his eminence 'o perufe

it, and to compare its ftrength with that of their own
fquadron ; which the cardinal took and threw on the

ground with much paffion. Mr. Stanhope, with great

temper, entreated him, " To confider the fincere atten-

** tion the king, his maftcr, hid always had to the

** honour and intereft of his Catholic majefty, which it

** was impoflible for him to give greater proofs of than

' he had done, by his unwearied endeavours through the .

•^ whole courfe of the prefent negotiation, to procure the

•* moft advantagious conditions pofJible for Spain, in

' which he had fucceeded even beyond what any un-

•' prejudiced perfon could have hoped fori an^ ^har,

C c 4 though
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ihough by the treaty of Utrecht for the neutrality^

of liafyy which was entred into at the requeft of the

King of Spaiu himfelf j as alfu, by th-^t of IVeJiminJiery

the 25th oi May 1716, his majefty found himfelf obhged

to defend the emperor's dominions when attacked, he

had hitherto only a<^ed as a mediator, though, even

fince the entcrprize againfl Sarditiiay by his treaties, he

** became a party in the war, and for this year laft paft,

had been Itrongly called upon by the emperor, to com-

ply with his engagements i and that, even now, when

it was impcflible for him to delay any longer the

fending his fleet into the Mediterranean^ it plainly ap-

peared by the admiral's inftrudtions, which he com-

municated to his eminence j and, by the orders he had

*« himfelf received, that his majefty had nothing more
** at heart, than that his fleet might be employed in pro-

•* moling the interefts of the King of Spain^ and hoped,

** his Catholic Majefty would not, by refuiing to recall his

**
I, oops, or confent to a ceflation of arms, put it out of

•' his power to give all the proofs of fincere friendfhip he

<« always deligned to cultivate with his Catholic majefty.'*

. All that the cardinal could be brought to promife, was,

to lay the admiral's letter before the King, and to let the

envoy know his refolution upon it in two days : but it was

nine before he could obtain and fend it away j th^ cardinal

probably hoping, that the admiral would delay taking

vigorous mcafuies in cxpcdation Of it, and perhaps put

into fome of the ports of Spatu^ and thereby give time for

their fleet and forces to fecure a good footing in ^icily\

'J 'he anfwer vi'as wrote under the admiral's letter in thefe

words. ** His CatboHc majefty has done me the honour

« to

«(

C(

«c
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** to tell me, that the chevalier Byng may execute the

« orders which he has from the King his mafter.

'*
Efcuria], July is^ 17 18.

" The Cardinal Alberoni * ".

Mr. Stanhope feeing things tending to a rupture, gave

private and early notice of his apprehenfions to the Eng'

lijh confuls, and merchants, fettled in the Spanijh fca-

ports, advifing them to fecure their effcdls againft the

dangers that might arife from a breach between the two

crowns. This fhewed plainly enough, that our minifter

was perfectly acquainted with the difpofition of the ad-

miniftration at home, who, notwithftanding they fteadily

purfued thefe war-like meafures, as conftantly adhered to

their fiift refoluiion, of throwing the weight of this rup-

ture, if poflible, on the court of Spain, With this view.

Lord Stanhope fet out himfelf for Madrid^ in order to

make new propofitions to his Catholic Majefty ; which, if

accepted, might prevent things from coming to extremi-

ties : in which negotiation, he adually laboured, till very-

near the time that hoftilities were begun j but to no pur-

pofe, for cardinal Alberoni was as much bent on executing

his own fcheme, as the BritiJI) miniflry could be. With

regard to theirs; and therefore, reje<5ted all the propofals

that were made him, with a firmnefs that was filled info-

lence by his enemies y.

The

r >

^;'.-

I

^ See the account of the expedition of the Britifh fleet to

Sicily, p. 8. As this is coliedled very fairly from original papers,

I depend upon it as to fafts ; but have endeavoured to ftate them

with concurring evidence, in a manner more fuitable to this

hillory, in which 1 dcfire to be confidered in no other light, than

as a lover of truth, indepcrdant of complaifance or party.

y Mercures Hiftorii^ues, Rouflct, Memoiresde Lamberti ; C, Al-

beroni, 6cc.
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The admiral purfuing his voyage with unfavourable

Hvinds, it was the 8th of July^ before he made cape

Spartely where the Suptrbt and Rupert rejoined him, and

brought him advice, of the mighty preparations the Spani^

ards had made at Barcelona^ and of their fleet failing fr'^-n

' ihence the i8ih of June to the eaftward. In palT' 7
Cibrahary vice-admiral Cornwall came out of thai port

and joined him, with the Jrgyle and Charles galley. The
fquadron wanting water, and the wind continuing con-

trary, they anchored off cape Malaga \ where, having

completed their watering, in four days, they proceeded to

Minorca^ where the admiral was to land four regiments

of foot, which he carried out from England^ in order to

relieve the foldiers there in the garrifon, who were to em-

bark and ferve on board the fquadron. On the 23d of

July, he anchored with the fquadron off Port-Mahon

:

Here he received advice, that the Spatiijh fleet had been

fcen the 30th of June, within forty leagues off Na^les^

Peering S. E. upon which, he difpatched away expreffes

to the governor of Milany and vice-roy of Naples^ to in-

form them of his arrival in the Mediterranean ; and hav-

ing ihifted the garrifons of Minorca^ he failed from thence

the 25th of July^ and arrived the ift of Augujl in the

bay of Naples *. One need not wonder that the German

Government was extremely well pleafed at the admiral's

arrival, or that they paid him every honour in their power,

iince it is very certain, that his coming fo luckily, pre-

fcrved that kingdom for the houfe of Aujiria^ which had

etherwife, in all probability, fhared the fate of Sicily j that

the

* Annals of King Georgf, Hiflorical Reglftcr, Political. State,

ftc.
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the marquis di Ltdi had conquered, almoft as Toon as \m

landed } or rather his landing gave the people an oppor*

tunity of declaring for that power, which, though it had

loft lis fovereignty over them, had fliJl preferved their af-

fections*.

This news alarmed the viceroy of I^aples^ who had

now no hopes but from the defence that might be mado

by the citadel of Mejftna ; and from that he could have

no great confidence, fince it was garrifoned by the Duke
of Sa'iny*s troops, who could not be fuppofed to intereft

themfelves much in preferving a place, which their mailer

was to part with fo foon. The viceroy, therefore, wifely

conlidered how he might make the bed ufe of the Brttijh

fleet, and his own forces $ upon which, he came at laft

to this prudent refolution j which was, to embark 2000

German foot under the command of general iVetzel^ who
were to take pofleflion of the citadel of Meffma^ and fort

Salvador, in purfuance of an agreement with the Duke cf

Savoy , who, finding that at all events he was to lofe U it

illand, contrived to lofe it fo, as that he might get fomething

for it. Thefe German forces were to be efcorted by the

Brifi/h fleet, which failed for that purpofe from Naples, on

the 6th of yfugujf, and arrived on the 9th, in view of

the Faro of MeJJina, The Spaniflt army, after having

takeik

• The iinpertal viceroy of Naples, prefented Sir George with

a fword fet with diamonds, and a vtty rich (lafF of command :

and to the admiral's Ton, he made a prcfent of a very fine fword.

After the conference, the admiral was fplendidly entertained at

dinner, and then lodged in the pal.jce of the Duke de Matelona,

which had been magnificently fitted up for his reception. The
viceroy likewife fent refrefhments to the fleet, confifling of a

hundred oxen, three hundred fheep, fix hundred pounds of fugar,

fevcncy hogfheads Qf brandy, and feveral other things.

I
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t«kcn the city laft- mentioned, were now encamped beforr

the citadel, which the troops, under the proteftion of Sir

Cm-gf Byng^ were going to relisve. It was therefore,

highly liiccly that an a<flion would enfue ; and for this

reafon, it was thought requifite to put on ftill a peaceable

appearance, m order to throw the blame upon the Spa-

niards ; whicb^ however, was pretty difficult to do, fince,

•with refpeft to the treaty of Utrecht (the only treaty

the Spaniards could take notice of) the Germans were at

much invaders as they, and confcquently the efcorting

an invafion, feemed to be an odd way of confcrving a

neutrality ''. This Itep, however, was neceflary to hit

taken;

•• As our minifters, in conjundion with thofe of the emperor,

and France, were at great pains to infpire all Europe with the

mmcd horror for Cardinal Alberoni, fo that miniftcr, than

whom, perhaps, there never was an abler politician, thought fit,

on his fide, to pubiilh ffv al piec-s, in order to {he\y, that the'

prcfcnt difpute wa< not between the Enjiliih and Spanifh nations,

•but between tiie Englilh miniilry, who would give law to the

Icing of Spain, and the Spanilh nation, that were determined not

to receive it- Amongft thefe, the following maniftHo was'

thought the moil remarkable, and will ferve to give the rea-

der a clear idea oi the manner in which the court of Spain

would have had this affair underllood. It is a letter written by'

the cardinal to the M. de Beretti Lindi j but the reader will

fee, by the clofe of it, why I Itile it a manifefto ; in which

light ft was alfo confidered by our court, as appears by Secre-

tary Cmgg's letter to tlie Spanifli minifter, dated from Hamp-
ton-Couit, Scptemler 4th, 1718, in which he compb ins loudly

of this prcceedmg, as if intended to excite the merchants to dif-

affcdion towards the government.

<( SIR,
" It is notorious cvfcry whe**';, thnt the miniilry of Great-

•* Britain, being prepoff illd by their paffions and private views,

** have endeavoured, hy all imaginable means, to inJufe into the/

•• Englifh nation, an entire dillruit and averfion for Spain, to'

'* engage.
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taken ; and the admiral, who in point of good fenfc, and

good breeding, was as able a man as any in his time, did

it with a very good grace.

Hk

** engage the faid nation to purfue the maxims of that miniftry*
** which are fo prejudicial ana contrary to the common good. It

is known, that of late, the government of England hath uffd

their utmoll endeavours to perfuade the nation, that the appli-
*' cation and defigns of Spain were to cncrc. fc confiderably her
" naval forces, looppofc the commerce which hII nations in ge-
'* neral carry on with the Indies, notwithftanclirg the two laft

*• treaties ; and the religious obfervaiion of his majefty's royal

word, ought to convince the Engliih of the artifice with which
thcfe rumours are fpread, and which are contrived only to

excite diftrutt and difunion with the Spaniards ; and every

man, of found judgment, will reflci^, that God has put tlie

** Indies into the power of that monarchy, to the end that alt

** nations might partake of that advantage : However, it is the
'* King's will, thr\t, !or the greater proof of the fincere dcfire

** he has to maintain the public tranquility, and for difpi-liing

** reports fo pernicious to the quiet of the fubjc^s of Spain and
«• England, your excellency (hould afTure the Englifli merchants
•• that are in Holland, and all thofe who are concerned in com-
** merce, that his Majefty will never niter the ellabliflicd J.iwi,

nor ever infringe the treaties which the Englifh nation enjoy,

with fo greac benefit, by his generofuy ; and that the n ival

forces of Spain, are to confill only of a limited number,
*» that may be fufHcient to fecure her coafts in the mediterra-
" nean, and to defend and convoy her gal'eons. For a proof of
*' what his Ma jelly orders me to (ly to your excellency, a new
** conjundlure juft now offers itfclf, in which, the King mjr
** mafter, to fignaliz2 his love of the Britiih nation, pafTes by,
** without refentment, the contents of the paper here fubjoined j

'• which is a copy of that delivered by Mr. Stanhop% and by
•* which, an open rupture is declared, if the prnjeft he not ac-
** cepted i

and they offer to oblige the King to it by thr^Mf;. On
•• the contrary, his Majefty, inllead ofbein^ provokid :it fuch a
" proceeding, has ordered, as an isiltance ol the good faith with
" which he hath always aded, th.it the efF ds and mfrchandizs
" of the Englifh, which are in the flora that is newly arrived at
• Cadiz from the Indies, fhall not be toucheJ, nor any chart;e

made in relation to them, it being the King's intention, tiiat

• vvh t

«
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H E fent, for this purpofc» his firft captain, who waf

Captain Saunders^ with a letter to the Marquis de Lede^

in which he acquainted him, ** that the King his matter,

** being engage 1 by feveral treaties, to preferve the tran-

*« quility of Italy^ had honoured him with the com-
*« mar^d of a fquadron of (hips, which he had fent into

« thefe feas j and that he came fully impowered and in*

•< ftrudted to promote fuch meafures as might bell accom-
*« modate all differences between the powers concerned :

** That his Majefty was employing his utmoft endeavours

*< to bring about a general pacification, and was not with-

** out hopes of fuccefs. He, therefore, propoled to him
•' to come to a ceflation '^f arms in Sicilyy for twc
*'• mvDnihs, in order to give time to the feveral courts to

*' conclude on fuch relblutions as might reftore a lafting

" j^eace*'. But added, ** that if he was not fo happy to

*< lucceed in this offer of his fervice, nor to be inf^rumen-

•« tal in bringing about fo delireable a work, he then

hoped to merit his excellency's efteem in the execution

« of

cc

'^n<^'

" what belongs to each of' the Englifli roercliants, refpCcSlively,

*• fhauld be delivered to them. This refolution is very different

*' from the rumours which the Briti(h miniftry fpreads^ aod is an
** inconteftable proof that the King's will ever enclines him to

•* prr mote the benefit of that nation. His maiefty orders, that

** your excellency read this letter to all Englifh merchants in

•* genera), as alfo, the contents of the paper hereunto annexed

;

** and that you affure them, that the King will firmly main-
•* tain the treaty, preferring the advantages of the Britifh nation

*' to all other fatisfadion ; and hoping that, in return, men fo

«* wife, fo prudent, and fo intelligent, will not let themfelfes be
** drawn away by the perfuaflons, and for the private ends of
*' the EngliO) miniftry, which are entirely fatal to the peace of
*' the two nations, and of the two kingdoms.

v.. •
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" of the other part of his orders; which were to ufeall

*' his force to prevent farther attempts to dlHurb the do^
** minions his mailer ftood engaged to defend." The
next morning the captain retur»^ed with the general's anfwer,

•' That it would be an inexpreflibie joy for his perfdn, to

'* contribute to fo laudable an end as peace } but, as he
*' had no powers to treat, he could not of confequenc«

•* agree to any fufpenfion of arms, even at the expence of

** what the courage of his mailer's arms might be put
** to ; but (hould follow his orders, which directed him
** to feize on Sicily^ for his mailer the King of Spain

:

*' That he had a true fenfe of his accompliflied ex*
*' preilions ; but his mailer's forces would always be uni*

^* verfally efteemed in facrificing themfelves for the prc-

^' fervation of the credit, in which cafes, the fuccefs did

" not always anfwer the ideas that were formed for it * ".

According to the belt accounts the admiral could

receive, he was led to conclude, that the Spanijh fleet

was failed from Malia^ in order to avoid him; and

therefore, upon receiving the >Marquis's anfwer, he im-

mediately weighed, with an intention to come with his

fquadron before Mejftna^ in order to encourage and Tup*

port the garrifon in the citadel ; but, as he Hood in about

the point of the Faro towards Mejftna^ he faw two of the

Spanijh fcouts in the Faro, and being informed at the

fame time by a felucca, which came off from the Cak"

krion fhore, that they faw from the hills, the Spanijh fleet

lying by; the admiral altered his defign, and fending away

general ff^ttzil, with the German troops to Reggia^ un-

der

* I tak« (hit literally from the hiflory of the expedition be-

fere*cit(d.

%\
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dcr the convoy of two men of war, he ftood through the

Faro with his fquadron, with all the fail he could, after

their fcouts, imagining they would lead him to their fleet,

which accordingly they did j for, before noon, he had a

fair fight of their whole fleet lying by, and drawn into a

line of battle, confifting of twenty-feven fail of men

of war, fmall and great, befides two fire-fhips, four

bomb-veflcls, feven gallies, and feveral (hips laden with

llores and provifions, commanded by the admiral Do?t An-

tonio de Caftaneta^i and under him four rear-admirals, Cha-

tonm Mariy Guevaray and Cammock ; on the fight of the

Englijh fquadron, they ftood away large, but in good order

of battle. The admiral followed them all the reft of that

day, and the fucceeding night, with fmall gales N. £. and

fometimes calm, with fair weather 5 the next morning

early (the nth) the Englijh being got pretty near them",

the

^ It is evident from hence, that our admiral had no intention

to decline fighting ; and the following letter from Earl Stanhope,

then fecretary of flate plainly proves, it was not the intention of

thofe who fent him, that he mould decline fighting. It is a curi-

ous piece, and vtxy well worthy of the reader's notice, as it tends

to,explain the great view of this expedition.

« Bayonne, September 2, 1718.

«
«
«(

«(

«i

«
4«

Being arrived here lafl night in fix days from Madrid, I do,

in purfuance of the commands I have from his majelty, tal-e

this firft opportunity of acquainting you, that nothing has

palTed at Madrid, which fhould divert you from purfuing the

inftruftions you have.
** Jf the news which I learn at Bayone, thtt the citadel of

MefTina is taken, be not true, or if, nctvvithllanding the Spani-

ards have that port, tl.eir fleet, by contrary winds, or any

othef accident, (hoiild not have got into the harbour, and that

you have as opportunity of attacking them, 1 am perfuaded
•• }0U



. V
Of King GEORGE 1. 3?5

ttie marquis De Mart rear-admiral, with fix Spani/h men

of war, and all the gallies, fire-lhips, bomb-veflels, and

ftore-fliips, feparated froni their main fleet, and Itood in

for the Sicilian {hore j upon which, the admiral detached

captain Pf^alton, in the Canterbury ^ with five more fhipa

after them j and the Jrgyle fired a (hot to bring her to, but

ihe net minding the /irgyle fired a fecond ; and the Cart'

ierbury^ being foraething nearer, fired a third, upon which,

the Spanijh Ihip fired her ftem chace at the Canterbury^

and then the engagement began *. The admiral p'arfuing

the main body of the Spanijh fleetj the Orford, captain

Falkingham^ and the Gra/tonj captain Haddocky came up

firft with them* about ten of the clock, at whom the

S} tiards fired their ftern-chace guns. The admiral fent

orders to thofe two (hips, not to firej unlefs the Spaniards ^

repeated their firing, which as foon as they did^ the Orford

attacked the Santa Rofa^ of 64 guns and took her. The
^. Carlos of 60 Gunsy flruck next, without much oppo-

Vol. IV. D d fition.

iiiij

V.

«
<(

*t

i*

you will net lit fuch an occafion flip ; and I agree per feiSlly in |

opinion with what is recommended to you by Mr Secretary

Craggs, that the iirft blow you give, ihould if poflible be dc*

cifive.

*• The twd great objedls» which, I think, we ought to have
in view, are, to deftroy their fleet, if pofllble, and to preferve

fuch a footing in Sicily, as may enable us to land an army
there."

« See the line of battle inferted at tfie end of thi3 relation. It

was undoubtedly an aft of rartinefs in cardinal Albcroni, to give

any fighting orders to the Spaniih admiral, if he did givfe theni^

But, from what is here faid, the contrary is the mofl: probable ;

hideed the refolution of the Spanifli admirals, feems to prove,

they were not guided by any orders ; if fo, we mufl conclude,

they afted from a principle of felf-prefervation, and fought only

becaufe they were forced to it.

'ft.,.
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^lion, to the Kent captain Matthews. The Graft/on zU
tacked warmly the Prince of Afiuriai of 70 guns, formerly

called the Cumberland^ in which was rear-admiral Chacon ;

but the Breda and Captain coming up, captain HaddocJt

left that (hip, much (hattered, for them to taJte^ and

ftretched a-head after another (hip of fixty guns, which had

kept firing on his ftar-board bow, during his engagement

with the Prince of Jflurias, About one o'clock, the

Kenty and foon after the Superbe^ captain Mefter^ came

up with, and engaged the Sanijh admiral, of fcventy-four

guns, who, with two (hips more, fired on them, and

made a running fight, till about three ; and then the Kent

bearing down under his ftern, gave him her broadfide, and

fell to leeward afterwards; the Superbe^ putting forward

to lay the admiral a-board, fell on his weather-quarter;

i^pon which, the Speni/h admiral (hifting his helm, the

Superbe ranged up under his lee-quarter, on which he (truck

to her. At the fame time the Barflmr^ in which was

the admiral, being a^ftern of the Spanijh adsnival, within

(hot, and inclining on bis weather -quarter, rear-admiral

Guevara^ and another fixty gun (hip, which were ta

windward, bore down upon him, and gave him their broad*

iides, and then clapt upon a wind, (landing iii for land*

The admiral immediately tacked, and (lood after uiemy

until it was almoft night ; but it being little wind, and

they haling away out of his reach, he left purfuing them,

and (lood into the fleet, which he joined two hours after

uight The EJfex took the Junoy of 36 guns 5 the Mon^

tague and Rupert^ took the Volante of 44 funs ; and rear^

admiral Delaval in the Dorfetjhirey took the Ifabella of

60 gun«. The a^ioD happened off cape Pajfar^ at about
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Iix leagues diflance from the (bote ^ The Engli/b received

but little damage: the (hip that Aiffered moil, was the

Grafton^ which being a good faiIor> her captain engaged

feveral (hips of the enemy, always purfuing the headmoil»

and leaving thofe (hips he had difabled or dan^ged, to be

taken by thofe that followed him. The admiral lay by

fome days at fca, to reHt the rigging of his (hips, and to

Dd 2 repair

^ A L I S T of the British €eet under the command of

Sir George Btno, in the a^op oil^ of cape PafTaro, in Sicily,

in the year 1718.

; It:
^

Ships.

Barfleur

Shrewfbnry

Borfetihlre

Burford

Eflex

Grafton

Lenox
fireda

Orford

Kent
Royal Oak
Captain

Canterbury

Dreadnought

Tippon
Superbe

Rupert
Dunkirk
Montague
Rochefter

Argyle

CaptaiWs. Men. Gut!s.

rAdmiral Byng
< I George Saunders

\_z Richard Leftock J
9 Vice- Admiral Cornwall

2, John Balchen

C Rear-Admiral Delaval

I John Furger

Charles Vanbrugh
Richard Rowzier
Nicholas Haddock
Charles Strickland

Barrow HarHs
Edward Falkingham

Thomas Matthews
Thomas Kempthorne
Archibald Hamilton

George Walton
William Haddock
Chriftopher Obrian

^treynmam Mafter

Archer Field

Francis Drake
Thomas Beverly

Jofeph Winder
Coningfty Norbury

>7:o

}535

440
440
440
440
440
440
440
440
440
305
365

365

365

365

3^5
280
280

90

So

70

70
70
70
1^
70
70
70
70
70
60
60
60
60
60
60
66
5^
50

{{

•i
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J-epair the damages which the prizes had fuftained ; and the

•''1 8th received a letter from captain JValton, who had been

fent in purfuit of the 6/»tf/////; (hips thatefcapcd* The let-

ter is fingular enough in its kind, to deferve notice ; and,

therefore^ the hiftorian of this expedition has, with great

judgmeiit, preferved it. Thus it runs.

SIR,

TT/E h(ive taken dtid dejiroyed all the Spanifli Jhlpi and

^' vefj'eh which were upon the coajiy the number as per

margin^

I am, Csfr.

CantT-rbut'y,

off Syracufrt,

Aug. 16, 1718.
G. W A L T O N.

These (feips that captain Walton thruft into his margin,

would have furniftied matter for feme pages, in a French

relation ; for, from the account they referred to, it appeared,

that he had taken four Spanijh men of war; ohe of lixty

guns, commanded by rear-admiral Mart ; one of fifty-

four, one of forty, and. one of twenty-four guns, with a

bomb-veflel, and a (hip laden with arms ; and burnt four

men of war, one cf fifty four guns, two of forty, and

one of thirty guns, with a fire-ihip and a bomb-veflel ».

Such

K This account is taken from the feveraj letteri written by the

admiral, or publlftied with his authority j and from hence ii is

vifible, that the entire deftrutStion of the Spanifh maritime power

was the principal point in view, and as fuch, purfued with equal

fteadinefs and vigour; and at the fame time, abundance of pam-

phlets were publiflied here, to (hew the exped'cncy of this mea-

fure, and the benefits that would rcfult to Great Britain, from

this dgftr«^ion ipf the naval power of Spain. The Spaniards

•a

•^-
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Such is the accdunt given of this famous a(f\ion by

our admiral. The FMniards publifbed likewife an ao

count on their lide, which was printed in Holland^ and

circulated with great induftry throughout all Europe^ in

order to make fuch impreflions as might ferve their purpofe,

und incline the world to believe, that their fleet had notbeco

attacked and beaten fairly j but had been furprized and

deftroyed, without ihat kind of notice, which the laws of

pature and nations require, to diftinguiflj force of arms

from piratical violence. If is but jufl; i;i any caufe, tp

hear both parties, and the cflice of an hiltorian obligees

him to record whatever may give light to the events of

that period he pretends to illuftrate by his writings. For

this reafon, I have thought it requifite to j^ive^place here

to the S^amjh account^ without curiailing or uifguifing

" On the 9th of Augiifl^ in the morning, the EngUJh^

** fquadron was difcovered near the Ttower of Faro^ which

" lay by towards night off cape Delia Metelky ovct-

*< ag^inft the faid Tower, The Spanijh fquadron was

. .« then in the ^trei^hty and fome fhips and frigates were

Dd 3 ,

« feut
; *; 1

on the other hand, filled alii the world wtth complaints of oar in-

fincerity and ambition. Before the blow wasftrack, faid they, xht

Eoglifti pretended to be £;uardians of the neutrality of Iraly^. apd
to have armed only for the fake of prcferving peace ; but, now
they have accomplifted jheir ends, tnev avow them, and f^y

plainly, that they were -efolved not to fuffier Spain to revive her
maritime power. In what ciiapter of the law of nations, dq we
read of this right of prevention ?

^ There are many things in this relation, more agreeable td
the Spanifti humour than to truth ; but however, by the com*
parifon of this with our admiral's account; many particulars come
to be explained, which otherwife miglvt have hien bucied ki oli*

(curit^. ,

Vi
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ft

•* fent to other places ; bcfides the detachment commandr

"*ti by admiral Guevara, And, as the intention of the

«* Englijh in coming fo near, was not known, the ad-

** mirals of the Spanijh fquadron refolved to go out of

** the Sireighty to join together near cape Spartivento^

** carrying along with them, the tranfports laden with

<* provifions, that they might penetrate the belter into the

«* defigns of the Englijh j the rather, becaufe the officer

^

*• whom Sir George Byng had fent to the Marquis i>^ Ledey

** was not yet returned. The faid officer had orders to

«* propofe to the faid marquis, a fufpenfion of arms for

«' two months; upon which, the faid Marquis anfwered

•' him. That he could not do it without orders from

** court. Nevcrthelefs, though it was believed, that the

•* alternative was taken, of fending a courier to Madrid

y

«« with the faid propofai, the Englijh fquadron took the

•* opportunity of night, to furprize the Spanijh fquadron,

«• and to improve thofe advantages which were owing to

<« diffimulation/*

" The faid Englijh fquadron, on the loth in the

«* morning, advanced farther into the Faro^ and was fa-

** luted by all the Span\Jh fhips and veflels which \yas there;

<* and it is to b^ obferved, that admiral Byng haying con-

«« yoyed fome tranfport-veffels as far as Rixoley^ with the

«• Arch-Duke's troops, the officer difpatchcd to the Mar-

«« quis Dt Lede affirmed, that it was not to commit any

«' Z.&. of hoftility, but only, that the faid tranfports might

« be fecured from infults, under his protedlion."

<« The Spanijh fquadron fent two light frigates, to get

<« intelligence of the Engli/b Iquadron ; and though they

«• faw the Englijh made all the fail they could (their in-

•< tention being not known) to approach the Spanijh

f«
fquadron, whofe admiral knew not the^ whether the.
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Ettglijh came as friends or enemies : yet, the Spaniards

being two leagues from the Enghjhy rcfolved to retire

•• towards cape PaJJaro^ but without making much fail,

that it might not be thought they fufpedled any hoflilities.

During this a calm happened, by which, the (hips of

both fquadrons fell in one among another; and the

<* Spanijh admiral, perceiving this accident, caufed the fliips

*• of the line to be towed, in order to feparate them
" from the E/tgli/h, and join them in one body, without

** permitting the gallies to begin any adl of hoftilityi

** which they might have done, to their advantage, dur-

ing the calm. The weather changed, when the mar-

quis Df Man was near land, and by confequence fe«

paratcd from the reft, making the rear-guard, with fe«

•* veral frigates, and other tranfport-veflels, which made
<* up his divifion, and endeavoured, though in vain, to

** join the main body of the Spanijh fquadron, while the

•' Englijh held on their way, their diflimulation, filling

** their fails to gain the wind, and cut off the faid divifion

** of the faid Marquis De Mart j and having at laft fuc-

«• ceeded in it, they attacked him with fix fhips, and

*^ obliged him to feparate from the reft of the fquadron^

•* and to make towards the coaft, where they ftood ft

*^ agalnft feven (hips of the line, as long as the fituatioh

•* permitted ; and being no longer able to refift, the Mar-

*' quis Df Mart faved his men, by running his Ihip^ a^

** ground, fome of which were burnt by bis own ordcr^

« and others taken by the enemy."

*^ Seventeek fhips of the line, the remainder of the

*« En^UJb fquadron, attacked the Royal St, PbiBp^ the

«« Prince of Jfturias^ the St. Ferdinand^ St. Charley, St.

«« Ifabella^ St, Pedro^ and the frigate St, Rofa,, Peark

^* 7«Wt and Volante^ which continued making^ iso^atds.

D d 4 « capc;

>K.,

k il '
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csi^t PaJ/aro ', and as they retired in a line, becaufcof.

the inequahiy of their ftrengih, the Englijh attackc<i

thofe that compofipd the. rear-guard, ,with four or five

fliipsj^ and too^ lhera> and this happened fucpeOivcly

to the otherfi, whicl^, noi.withftandin§ ^11 the fail they

made, could not avoi^ being beaten; infomuch, ih;:

eyery Spafii/Jj (hip being attacked fepa;'ately by five, fix,

or. fcven of theirs, ^aft^r a bloo<;ly and obftinate fight,

** they made themfeJves mafters at laft pf the Royal St,

Philip, the Prim of Jjlurias, the 5/., Charles^ the St.

IJabdla, St. Rofay the Fpknte, and the Juno"
" While the Rc^al St. Philip was eiigaged with the

** Engli/hy the reai;-admira^ oi the fquadron Don Balthazar.

\\ de Guevara returned from Malta^ with two fhips of

*'•, the iinc, and turning hjs prqw to\^a;;ds the St.. Philips

V pafled by thp Englijh fliips which w.ere , a-breaft of him«

V ,firing,Upon each of themj and t;>en attacked admirai

" iJ^yw^'s fljips, which .followed th? St.'^hilip, and re?

V. tired in the night, being very much damaged j for after

*V.the engagement, he flayed three, or ""four days fifty

.f« Icajjues-at fea, not only to repair^^thej^iS^^?/^ {hips,

*<, which hf had taken,, ^nd were alrfljattere/J to pieces j

V but alfo to make good, t,he, -damages which, hin^felf had

^« fuffered ; wherefore he. ctpuld^ not en^^r S^f^iufa till the

^V i^th or i7ih of >5(f^/^j^_and thi?,t^\yiib. a j^reat deal of

«< ;<Jifijculty.'* ,
•. < r;- ' •..„. -/•,.^.'r.

-,f*f^,TrHE jpprtiifeul^s of.tbe a«flioii ar^, that the whole

*' divifion cf the ^wj'//^ admiral, whju::h corfifted of fo-

'**•
YS^i/^^^P^ °^

^!?w
line an(^, a .fire-fliipj^ |iaviug attacked

.*': ii^Rcial ^^|'i^/A>,ij;at two in, the afternoon the figlit

V began,J)y a fhip of feventy guns, and another of fixty,

V from which he received two broadfides ; and advancing

H ^0\yai:4s the Rsyd St, Philip, Don Antonio de Cqflanet^.

*
" '< defended

y\m ** bC
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<* defended himfclf fo well, that the faid two (hips

'* retired, and two others, viz. one of eighty guns, and

" the other of fcveniy, renewed the attack j and the faid

* ihip of eighty guns retired very much ftiaicered, wiih-

<* out making into the line j but others making towards

*? the Spani/b admiral, they fired upon him, while it was

impoffible for him to hurt them, and (hot away all his*

rising, without leaving hini one entire fail, while two
** others, one of thirty, and the other of fixty guns,.

*' attacked the (larboard of his (hip, to oblige him to fur-

" render j but defending himfelf till the Englijh admiral.

'.' was refolved 10 board him, and carried a iire-fliip to.

*' reduce him by the flames, which the Span'ijh com-,
•* mander prevented \ but after having loft :^oo rp^n, and
*' maintained the fight till toward night, Don. Antonio ^/<,

*« Cajianeta received a (hot which pierced his left leg,,

** and wounded his light heel. Yet, neverthclefs he con-,

f* tinued to defend himfelf till a cnnnon-buJlet having.

" cut a man in two, the pieces of which fell upon him,

•* ^nd left him half dead, he was forced to furrender.*' ,

*« T^e Prince ofAfturias^ commanded by Dm Fernan-

** do Chacon^ was at the fan;ie time attacked by three fliips

*« of e<jual force, againft which he defended himfelf va?

<« liantly, avoiding being boarded, till being wounded,

•'. and haying loft moft of his men, he was obliged to

" furrender his (hipj^ which was all (hot through and,

<« through, after having (hot dowri the roafts of an Eng"

M lijh (hip that retired out of the fight.

" Captain Don Antomo GonJaUi^ commander of the

^« frigate ^t. Rofa, defended himfelf above three hours

<« againft five Englijb (hips, who did not take him till

W after they -had broke all his fails and maft?.

•< Thb

1

1

t«
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*« The Fiflantt, commanded by captain Den Anhm$

*« EfcudtfQy knight of the order of Malta^ fought three

*^ hours and a half againft three EngUJk lhip& ; and hav-

** ing loft his fails, he put up others that were in (lore,

«< and was juf. going to board one of the three (hips that

«< attacked him ; but his own being (hot through and

<* through by fix cannot bullets, and the water coming

<* in, he was obliged to furrendcr, becaufe the (hips crew

* forced him.

*• The Jum was engaged alfo by three Englijh (hips

;

^* yet maintained the fight above three hours, not fur-

*• rendering till after moft of her men were killed, and

« the ihipjuft falling in pieces,**

«* Captain Don Gahritl Alderete^ alfo defended the
.

•« frigate called the Ftarl^ againft three Englijh (hips for

<* three hours ; and after having (hot down the malls of one,

*• which immediately retired, he was relieved by admiral

« D0/1 Balthazar de Guevara^ and had the good fortune

« to efcapc to Mnlta,

** Captain Don Andrta Riggia, Knight of the order

• of Malta^ who was fartheft advanced with the (hip

*« the Ifahella^ was purfued all that night by feveral Eng-

(< /{^ihips; and, after having defend* -1 himfelf for four

\* hours, he fyrrendered the next day.

«' The frigate called the Surpriz^^ which was of the

<• Marqqis d^ Marl's divifion, and by confequence farther

*,« advanced than the others, was attacked by three Eng-

<( lijh (hips, and maintained a fight for three hours, till

5« the captain Den Michael de Sada^ Knight of the order

^< of St. Jehn^ being wounded, moft of her men killed,

. ^« and all her rigging fpoiled, ihe was forced to furrender.

*• The other light (hips and frigates of the Spanijh

^^ fqua4roD, no^ already mentioned, retired to Malkiy and

,

^' $Qedim%
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^ Sardinia ; as did alfo the tdmiral Don Balthazar dt

*• Guivaraj with his two ihlps Sit, Liwit and St, John^

** after having been engaged with the Bngli/h admiral, and

^* having refcuied the frigate called the Pearl,

^* It ^nift not be forgot, that the marines in ever^

** (hip fignalized and diltinguiflicd themfelvcs with a great

deal of valour, they being con(ipofcd of the nobility of

Spain,

*' The fcven gallies which were under the command
M of admiral Don Framifco dt Grimao, having done all

<* that was po(nble to join the Spanijb (hips, feeing that

\*' there was ftill a frefh gale of wind, retired to Palermo,

- •* Besipes the above- mentioned (hips, which the Eng'
** lijh took out of the maip body of the Spanijh Iquadron,

<^ they alfo made themfelvcs mailers of the Rcyal^ and of

^* two frigates, the St. Ijidore^ and the Eagle ; thofe that

•* were burnt by the order of the Marquis de Mari^ are

y^ two bomb-galiies, a fire- (hip, and the EJperanca frigatei^

*< lb that the (hips which efcaped out of the battle, are

*.* the following ; St, Lewis, St, John, St. Ferdinand^

^* and St, Peter j and the frigates Hermiane, Pearl, Galera^

*• Porctipine, TTfouhuze, Lyon, Little St, John, the jfrrow^

*^- Little St, Ferdinand^ a bomb-galley, and a (hip of

« Pintado,

*' This is the account of the fea-light, wnich was at

*.* the Height of Ahola^ or the Gulph of CAriga, in the

** canal of Malta, between the Spanijlf and Engli/h fqua-

f^ drons, the laft of which, by ill faith, and the fuperio-

•« ty of their ftr^ngth, had the advantage to beat the Spanijh

f ' (hips fingly, one by one ; and it is to be believed, by

^* the defence the Spaniards made, that, if they had

*< adled jointly, the batUe woHid have ended more hap-

*v* pily foi; them.

^* Imme-

$
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' •* Immediately after the fight, a captain of the

*' EngUJh fquadron came, in the v ame of admiral Bpig^

* to make a compliment of excufe to the Marquis De
*' Lede giving him to underiland, that the Spaniards had

^' been the aggreflbrs, and that this a^ion ought not to

«? bs looked upon as a rupture, bccaufe the Englijh did not

" take it aa fuch. To which it was anfwcred, thitSpaifi,

** on the contrary, will reckon it a formal rupture ; and

?* and that they would do the Englijh all the damages an(f

*^ hoftilities imaginable, by giving orders to begin with

•* reprifals; an''., in cortfequence of this, fevcral Spanijh

" veflels, and Guevara's fquadron, have already taken fome

^* MngliJhfhlpsK" ' Ther^

- A LIST of the Spanish fleet in the aaion of cape

Paffaro, in the year 1718, under the connmand of Don Anto-
nio DE Castanet A, including two (hips which were aroongft

thofe that captain Walton dcllroyed on the coaft of Sicily.

Ships.

'St. Philip the

Prince of Afturias

, The Royal

, St. JjBwis

St. Ferdinand

St. Gai^os

San^a IfabeUa

Sanaa Rofa

'$t. John fiaptift

$t. Peter

Capt/iins, Men. Gs.

Admiral Callaneta. taken 6$o 74
Rear- Adnniral Chacon. Taken 550 70
Rear- Admiral Mari. Taken 400 6cJ

]p.ear- Adnniral Guevara, 400 6q
Efcajped'

•

Rear-Admiral Cammock 40a 6a
Efcaped. Sunk afterwards

at MelTina Mole
Prince De Chalay. Taken 40Q 60

Don Andrea Rezio. Xa^?** 4°^ €0

D.pn Antonio Gonfales. 400 6q
Taken

Don Francifco Gerrera. 4O0 6<i

Efcaped

Don Antonio Arrifaga 400 6o>

Efcaped. Afterwards loll:

in the Gulph of Tarcnto
^

PearJ
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IThere is no queftion to be made, but that both thefi

t-elations retain fome tindure of the pailions and prejudices

of thofe who drew, them up ; and it is no lefs certain, that

what

Ships.

Pearl

tm III I

St. Ifidore

L'Efperar.za

Volante

Captainu.

Don Gabriel Alderete.

Efcaped

Burnt.

Don Manuel ville Vicentia.

Taken
Don Juan Deliino Sc Barlaa*

di. Burnt

Don Antonio Efcud^ra.

Taken

Harmonia

Porcupin(r

Surprize

Tuoo

La Galera

La Cafiilla

Count de Thouloufe

Tyger
Eagle

St. Francis Arcres

Little St. Ferdinand

' Little St. John

Arrow

Burnt
Don Rodrigo de Torres

Efcaped. Sunk afterwards

in MeiBna Mole
A Frenchman. Efcaped

Don Michael de Sada, Knight
of Malta. Taken

Don Pedro Moyana. Taken
Don Francifco Alverera

Efcaped

Don Francifco Lenio,

Knight of Malta. Efcaped

Don Jofeph Jocoua. Efcaped
Taken in Medina Mole

Don— Covaigne. Taken
Ton Lucas Mafnata. Taken— Jacob a Scotchman.

Efcaped

Efcaped

Don Ignatio Valevale.

Efcaped. Taken after-

wards

D^n Juan Papajcna. Efc^p^d

MsN. Gs.

300 50

300 ^6

300 46

300 4^

300 44

300 44

300 44

250 44 H
25*^ 36 .

2^0 36
200 30

200 30

200 30

240 26
240 24
100 22'

<

150 20

I$0 30

100 it

8830 I2S4

^
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\vhat was ccmmonly reported at that time, of the bad be-

<haviour of the SpatsiardSi and of their making but a weak

defence) was but indifferently founded. For the truth is,

that their fleet, though ftrong in appearance, was every

way inferior 10 ours , thrir (hips being old> their artillery

none of the beft, and their feamen molt of them not to

be depended upon. Yet, it is agreed on all hands, that

their admirals defended themfelVes gallantly ) fo that upon

the whole> their defeat may be charged upon their irrefo-

lution at the beginning, and their hot taking good advice

when it was given them. 1 mean that of rear-admiral

Cammocl, an Irijb gentleman, who had ferved long in our

navy, and who was (to fpeak impartially) a much belter

feamen than any who bote command in the Spanijh fleeti

He knew perlu<5lly well the ftrength of both parties, and

faw plainly, that nothing could fave the Spaniards^ but

« wife difpoiition ; and therefore^ in the laft council of

war held before the battle, he propofed, that they (hould

Remain at anchor in the road of Paradifi, ranging their

(hips in a line of battle, with their broad-fides to the fea

;

which meafure would certainly have given the Engliflt

admiral infinite trouble to attack them .* for the coail there

is fo bold, that their biggeft (hips could ride with a cable

a-ihore $ and farther out, the currents are fo various and

rapid, that it would have bee*^ hardly pra6licable to get

up to them, but impoffible to anchor, or lie by them \u.

order of battle. Befides, they might have lain fo near the

ihore, and cculd have received fo great reinforcements of

foldiers from the army, to man and defend them ; and

the annoyance the Spaniards might have given from the

feveral batteries they could have platited along the fhore,

would have been fuch, that the only way of attaking the

IhipSy feemed tp be by boarding and grappling with them
' 9X
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at once, to prevent being call off by the currents, which

would have been a very hazardous undertaking, wherein

the Spaniards would have had many advantages, and the

Englijh admiral have run the chance ofdeftroying his fleet*

or buying a viftory, if he fuccecded, very dear* Th«
Spani/h admirals were too much perfuaded of their owa
ftrength, and the courage of their feamen, or elfe they

fooliflily depended on their not being attacked by our fleet.

Whatever the motive was, they fliighted this faluiary coun-

fel, and were thereby undone.

\s loon as admiral Byng had obtained a Aill account

of the whole iranfadlion, he difpatched away his eldeft

" fon to England j who, arriving at Hampton-Court in fif-

teen days from NapUsy brought thither the agreeable con'*

formation of what public fame had before reported, and

upon which, the king had already v/ritten a letter to the

admiral with his own hand''. Mr. Byng met with a

moft

lisf
I' f

\

* *.

M

^ Th's Circumftance, as well as the ftile of the following let-

ter, will ufiiciently demonftrate how welcome the news was to

his Majefly, and how much he approved Sir Georee Byng's con-

daft, and the fyllem on which it was founded. ^

" Monfieor le Chevalier BVMc,
" Quo/ que je n'ay pas encore receu de vos novelles en droit

ture, j'ay appris la vidtoire que la flotte a remportee foos vot

ordres, & je n*ay pas voulu vous difFerer le contentment que

mon approbation de votre conduit vous pourroit donner. je
vous en remercie, U je fouhaite que votis en temoigniez ma
fatisfodlion a tous les braves gens, qui fe font dillin^^uez dans

cette occafion. Le Secretaire d*Etat Cragges a ordre de vous

informer plus au long de mes intentions tnais j'ay voulu vous

afleurer luoy meme que je fui;:, Monficur le Chevalier Byng.

<«

M
•I

<l

• (

«(

tr

•* A Hampton-Court,
*• cc 23 u'Aout, 1718.

" Votre bon amy,

« C B O R G E R;»

-A
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hioft gracious reception from his majefty, who made hini

a handfome prefent, and fent him back with plenipoten-

tiary powers to his father, to negociate with the feveral

princes and dates of Italy y as there (hould be occafion ;

and with his royal grant to the officers and feamen of all

prizes taken by them from the Spaniards, The admiral,

in the mean time, proiecuted his a^airs with great dili-

gencci procured the emperor's troops free accels into the

fortrefles that were ftill 'leld out in Sicily, failed after-

wards to Malta, and brought out the Sicilian galJies, un-

der the command of Marquis de Rivarolss, and a ihip be-

longing to the 7«riy-Company, which had been hIock*d

tip there by rear-admiral Cammock, with a few fhips which

he had faved after the lale engagement, and then failed

back again to Naples, where he arrived on the 2d of No-

vember -y and foon after, received a gracious letter from

the eniperor Charles VI. written Vi'ith his own hand *,

ac-

ft

tt

€*

€(

C<

«(

a*

ft

«<

own

In Englifh thus.

** Sir GfiORGE Byno,

** Although i have received no news from you dlrfeftly, I am
informed of the vidory obtained by the fleet Under your com-

mand i and would not, therefore, defer giving you that fatis-

fafkion which muft refult from my approbation of your con-

duft. I give you my thanks, and defire you will tellify my
fatisfaftion to all the brave men who have diftinguiflied them-

felves on this occafion. Mr. Secretary Craggs has orders to

inform you more fully of niy intentions ; but I Was willing

myfelf to aifure you, that 1 am,
** Your good friend,

Hampton-Court,

Aug. 23, 1718. "GEORGE R/'

i Copy of the emperor's letter to the admiral, written by his

vrn hand.
M6Ji-
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^'cconlpanied with a pidture of his imperial majc.ly, (tt

round with very large diamonds, as a mark of the grate-

M fenfe he had of the fignal ferVices rendered by his excel-

lency to the houfe of Jujiria, As for the prizes that had

been taken, they were fent to Port Mahon^ where, by fome

Unlucky accident, the Royal Philip took fire and ble^ up^

Vol. IV. E e
»

-with

** Monfiear Amira! ic Chevalier Byng,

" J*ay recu avec bcaucoup de fatisfadlion Sc de joy, par le pot*
"* teur de celle cy la votre du iSme d*Aouc. Quand je fcead

que vous etiez nomme de . majefte le roy votre maitre pouit

commandez fa flotte dans la Mediterranee, je conceus d*abord

toutes les bonnes efperances. Le gloiieux fuccefs pourtant let

" a en quelque maiiiere furpafle. Vous avez en cette ocaf^Jtk
** donne des preuues d^une valesr, coiiduite, & zele pour la com-
<* muiie caufe tres fingulier ; la gloire que vous en refulte eft bien
** grandei mais auffi en Hen moindre iha ffeconnoillance, comme
** vous Tex pliquera plus le G>mte de Hamilton. Comptez tod-
" jours {ur fa continuation de ma reconnoiflance, Sc de xnon af^
*^ tefUon priant Dieu qa*il vous aic ea fa (aiotc garde*

"GHARLESi'*•* A Vicnnc, ce 2«me
*• Oaobrc, 1718. .

'

Admiral Sir George Byno,

** I have received, with a great deal bf joy and fatisfaJEiiod'
** by the bearer of this, yours of the 1 8 of Auguft. As foon at
•' I knew you was named by the king, your mailer, to com-
" roand his fleet in the Mediterranean, I conceived the greateH
** hopes imaginable from that very circumilance. The glorious
** fuccefs you have had, furpaffes however my expeftations. You

have given. Upon this occafion, very fingular proofs of your
courage, condud and zeal for the common caufe ; the glor/
you obtain from thence, is indeed great, and yet my gratitudd
falls nothing fhort thereof, as Count Hamilton will fully in-,

form you. You may always depend upon the conticnance of
" mythankfulnefs and affedion towards you; may God have
** you always in his holy keeping.

•*

«(

«

•• Vienna, Oftobcr 22|

•I
o.s. %^lii

CHARLES.;"

(

''"r

f
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whh mod of the crew on board } but the admiral had

been before fet a-(hore in Sicily, with fome other prifo-

ners of diftindion, where he foon after died of his

wounds.

The Spani/b court cxceflively provoked at this unex-

pe6>ed blow, which had in a manner totally deftroyed the

naval force, they had been at fo much pains toraife, wcie

not flow in exprefling their refcntments. On the ift of

September, rear-admiral Guevara, with fume fljips under

his command, entered the port of Cadizj and made him-

felf mafter of all the Englijh ihips that were there ; and

at the fame time, all the effects of the Englijb nierchants

were feized in Malaga, and other ports of Spain, which

as foon as it was known here, produced reprifals on our

part. But it is now time to leave the Mediterranean^

and the affairs of Spain, in order to give an account of

what palled in the northern feas.

A refolution having been taken, as before obfervcd, to

fend a ftrong fquadroa to the Baltick, it was put under

the command of Sir John Norris, and rear-admiral

Mighels, who, with ten fail of the line of battle, left Sole-

Bay on the I ft of May, having eighteen merchant fhips,

imder their convoy, and on the 14th, arrived fafely at Co^

penhagen, where the fame day Sir John Norris had an

audience of his Danijh majefty, by whom he was very

gracioufly received ; and foon after, he failed in con^

junction with the Danijh fleet, to the coaft of Sweden^

where the King focnd himfelf obliged to lay up his (hips

in his own harbours, and to take all pofllble precautions,

for their fecurity. That monarch, however, was far from

being idle, nctwithftanding he Tvas fenfible of the great

fupcriority of his enemies, but endeavoured to provide, in

the heft manner he was able, for his own fecurity, by

making
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hiaklog a peace with the Czar^ and in the ihean time^

turning his arms againft the King of Denmark in Norua^i

which kingdom he entered with dn army of thirty thou-

fand men, in two bodies, one commanded by general

Jrenfeldtj and the other, by himfelf in pcrfon. He had

all the fuccefs in this expedition that he could wilh, ef>

pecially the feafon of the year confidered ; for it was in

the depth of winter, that he penetrated iiito that frozen

country, where, at the fiege of Frederick/hall^ he was

kilted by a cannoniibullet, about nine in the evening^ on

the 30th of November^ 1718. The death of this enterpri-

ling monarch, gave quite a new turn to the aflfairs in

the north, and particularly freed us from all apprehenfions

on that fide. Before this extraordinary event happened,

Sir John Norris was returned with the fleet under his

command, to Englandy where he fafely arrived j in the

latter end of the month ofOMir.
There remains only one tranfadlion more of this

year, which a work of this kind requires to be mentioned ;

and it is the account we promifed to give of the reduc-

tion of the pirates. Captain ff^ocds Rcge/Sy having beetl

appointed governor of the Bahama JJIands^ failed for Pr6»

vidence, which was to be the feat cf his government, ori

the nth of Jpril, and, after a (hort and eafy paflage, ar-

riving there* he took poflefBori of the town of Naffau^

the fort belonging to it^ and of the vvhole iiland, the

people receitring him with all imaginable joy, and many of

the pirates fubmitting immediately; He proceeded foon after^

to forming a council, and fettling the civil government

in thofe iflands, appointing civil and military ofEcers, rai-

fing militia, and taking every other ftep necefl*ary for pro-

curing fafety at home, and fecurity from any thing tha£

might be attempted from abroad, in which,^ by degrees^

£ e 2, ha
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he fucceeded. Some of the pirates, its true, refufcd at

firft all terms, and did a great deal of mifchief on the

coaft of Carolina ; but, when they faw that governor

Rogers had thoroughly fettled himfelf at Providence^ and

that the inhabitants of the Bahama IJlands found them-

felvcs obliged, through intereft, to be honelV, they began

to doubt of their fituaiion, and thought proper to go and

beg that mercy which at firft they refufed ; fo that by

the I ft of July 17 19, to which day the King's proclamation

had been extended, there were not above three or four

of thofe pirates who continued their trade, and two of

them being taken, and their crews executed, the reftdif-

perfed out of fear, and became thereby lefs terrible. Thus,

in a (hort time, and chiefly through the fteady and pru-

dent conduct of governor Rogers^ this crew of villains

were diflblved, who for piany years had frighted the Jf^ejl^

Indies^ and the northern colonies ; coining at laft to be fo

ilrong, that few merchant-men were fafe, and withal fo

cruel and barbarous, that flavery among the Turks was

preferable to falling into their hands. It had been happy

for us, if the management of the Spanijh Guarda Cojias

liad been committed to the care of fome man of a like

fpirit, who might have delivered the merchants from being

plundered, without involving the nation in a war.

The parliament met on the nth of November^ and

one of the firft things they went upon, was the affair of

*

Spainy which had indeed engrofled all publick converfa-

tion, from the time of the ftroke given to their fleet in

'the Mediterranean, fOme looking upon that, as one of

the nobleft exploits fince the revolution ; but others con-

fidered it in quite another light ; and when an addrefs

was moved for, to judify that meafure, it was warmly

©ppofed by ihc Dukes of Buckingham, Devon/hire, and

Argyle i
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Afgyki the EarJs of Nottingham, Cowper, Orfard and

Hay ; the Lords North and Grey, and Harcourt, in the

"Houfe of Peers 5 and by Mr. Shippen, Mr. Freeman,^ Sir

7h«mas Hanmer, Horatio IValpoky Efq; and Robert WaU
poky Efq; in the Houfe of Commons ; but without effedt.

On the 19th of thv" fame month, the Houfe of Ccm-

mons voted 13,500 fcamen for the fcrvice of the year

1 7 19, at 4/. a month ; and at the fame time granted

187,638/. 17 J. 6 d, for the ordinary of the navy ; and

that we may range all the fums given under the fame

head, it may not be amifs to obferve, that on the 19th

o^ January, the Houfe of Commons granted 25,000/*

for the half-pay of fea-officers ".

On the i7ih of December 17 18, a declaration of war

in form was publiflied againft the crown of Spain -, as to

the expediency of which, many bold things were faid in

the Houfe of Commons, efpecially with regard to the

preteufionsy and the intentions of thofe who made this

war J for the miniftry infilling ftrongly, that it was made

in favour of trade, and upon repeated complaints from

the merchants. It was faid, by a great fpeaker, who is

ilill living, that the minifters had {hewn no great con-

cern for the trade and interefl of the nation, fince it ap«

peared by the anfwer of a fecretary of ftate, to the mar-

quis de Monteleonis letter, that they would have pailed

by the violations of the treaties of commerce, provided

Spain had accepted the terms of the quadruple alliance

;

and, that his majefty did not; feek to aggrandize himfelf

by any new acquifition, but was rather inclined to facri*

fice fomething of his own, to procure the general quiet

E e 3 and

•n Oldmixon's Hiftory, HiftoricalRegifter^Chaadlet*s D^batesj^

4nnah of King George, &c.
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^nd tranquility. That nobody could yet tell how far

that facritice was to extend ; but certainly, it was a very

vncommon piece of condefccnfion. Another member

•went yet farther, and made ufe of his favourite expreffion,

4pfinuaiing, That this war feemed to be calculated for

another meridian ; but wrapp'd up the innuenib fo dex-

trc\^ny, that no exception was taken at it. The miniftryi

however, continued the purfuit of their own fcheme, in

fpite of oppofition, and took fuch vigorous meafures for

obliging Spain to accept the terms affigned her by the

quadruple alliance, that (he loft all patience, and refolved

to attempt any thing that might either free her from thif

?ieceffity, or ferve to exprefs her refentmcnts againft fuch

9S endeavoured to impofe it upon her ; and with this

view, (he drev/ together a great number of tranfports at

^adiz and Corrunna \

Thp late earl o( Stair, who was then our miniftcr at

the court of Franc^^ difpatched the firft certain intelligence

of the defigns of Spain ; which were, to have fent a con-

^derable body of troops under the command of the duke

of Ormonde^ into the weft of England ; upon this, the

moft efFeflual methods were taken here, for defeating thi^

fcheme. A fleet was immediately ordered to be got rea-

dy to put to fea i a proclamation ilTued for apprehending

Jam^s Butler^ late duke of Ormonde^ with a promife of

5000 /. to the perfon that flxould fcize him; and an em-

bargo was alfo laid on all (hipping. Thefe precaution!

were attended with fuch fuccefs, and the fleet was fitted|

'

out w^h fb much expedition, th;it on the ^th of 4^r/7,

Sir.

n Political State, Annals of Kin^ George, Contimij^oB <jl



0/A>'«rgf GEORGE I. 467

ftr Jihn Nttris failed from Spithead to the wcftward,

with nine men of war ; and on the 29th, the Earl of

BirkUy failed from St. Htlin\ with fcvcn other men of

war, to join him, which he did the next day. The go-

vernment likewife took fome other very falutary mea-

furw to oppofe this intended invafion of the Spaniards,

The troops in the weft of England^ where it was con-

jcftured they defigned to land, were reinforced by fevc-

ral regiments quartered in other parts of the kingdoni, and

four battalions were fen* for over from Ireland, and were

landed at Mimhead and Brijiol^ while at the lame time

the allies of his majefty were defired to get in readinefs

the fuccours, which by feveral treaties they flood engaged

to furnifli, in cafe of a rebellion, or if the Briti/h domi-

nions (hould be invaded by any foreign power. Accord-

ingly, about the middle of Aprils two battalions of Swit'

zers in the fervice of the States General, arrived in the

river Thames ; and about the fame time three battalions

of Duteh troops, making together the full complement

of men which Holland was obliged to furnifli, landed in

the north of England, But, by this time, came certain

advice, that the Spanijh fleet, defigned for this expedition,

confiding of five men of war, and about forty tranfports^

having on board the late duke of Ormonde, and upwardi

of 5000 men, a great quantity of ammunition, fparo

arms, and one miiHpn of pieces of eight, which failed from

Cadiz on the 23d of February, O. S. being on the 28th

of that month, about fifty leagues to the weftward of

Cape Fimjlre, met with a violent ftorm, which lafted

forty-eight hours, and entirely difperfed them. Thus,

this defign of the Spaniards, whatever it was, became a-

boftive. What lofs they met with, is uncertain j -but

fcveral of their v^fleis returned to the ports of Spain in a

E e 4 very
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Tery (battered condition. A very fmall part, howevei^

(]f this embarkation, had fomewhat a different fortune

;

for the Eat Is of Mar/ha^ and Seaforthy and the Marquji

pf Tullibardirti with about four hundred men, moft Spu^

fiiardSf on board t^iree frigates, and five tranfports, land*

ed in the (hire of Rofs in Scotland, where they were join-

ed by fifteen or fixteen hundred Scafs^ and had inftruc-

^ions to wait the duk? of Ormondf*6 orders, and the ac-r

^ount of his being landed in England. But, the whol^

^cfign being qua(hed by the dirperfion of the Spanijb fleet,

t|ie Highland troops were defeated at GUnJhiely and i)^

auxiliary Spaniards furrendered at difcretioni. They hac^

n^et with a check before, at Donan Cq/lle^ which wai

fc9ured by his majefty's (hips, the Worcejler^ Enterprize^

^nd Flamborough, the cadle b^ing blown up, and the

greateft part of their ammunition taken or deftroyed*. ^

It may he proper, in this place, to take notice, tha^

we adled now in Tuch cl^ofe conjundlion ^vi'xih France^ that

the Regent declared war againfl; his coufin the King of

^pain i and tbo' mar(hal Fillan, and fome other oHicers

of great rank, refufed ta command an army againft a

grandfon of France, yet mar(hal Berwick, who, by the

victory of Almanza, fixed that prince upon his throne,

accepted the command of the army, which was appointed

^o invade his territories, in order to force him to fucb

conditions as w^re thought requiilte for ellabli(hing thp

general tranquility of Europe. Many people here fufpe^tr

ed that this war would produce no great efTedls ; but it

j>roved quite otherwife; for the Marquis ^^ C//^, advanc*4

^1 the month of jipril, as far as Port FaJJage, where h?

fo^n4

T "
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found fix men of war jirft finiflied, upon the Aocks, all

which, puQicd thereto by Colonel Stanhopt, (now Earl of

Harrington) he burned, together with timber, marts, and

naval ilores, to the value of half a million flerling ;

which was a greater real lofs to the Spaniards^ than that

they fuftained by our beating their fleet. Soon after, the

puke of Berwick befieged Fontaratna ; both which ac-

tions (hewed, that the French were in earned p.

While the Spaniards were pleafing thcmfelves with

chimerical notions of invafions, it was impoHible to effeA

againft us, our admiral in the Mediterranean, was dif-

trefllng them efTedtually ; for, having early in the fpring

failed from Port Mahon to ^apUi, he there adjufted every

thing for the redui^ion of Sicilyy in which he adted with

fuch zea], and what he did was attended with fo great

fuccefs, that not only the imperial army was tran-

fported into the ifland, and fo well fupplied with all

things neceflary from ur fleet (which at the fame time

attended and difturbed all the motions of the enemy's ar-

my) that it may be truly faid, the fuccefs of that expe-

diiion was as much owing to the Engli/h admiral, as to

the German general ; and that the Englijh Beet did no lefs

fervice than the army. To enter into all the particu-

lars of this Sicilian expedition, woyld take up much more

ifoom than I have to fpare, and would, befides, oblige

me to digrefs from my proper fubjedt, iincc the motions

of a fleet attending a land-army for the fervice of the em-

peror, cannot be, ftridly fpeaking, thought a part of the

Br'u
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four guns, new (hips, which had belonged to his mailer,

and were feized by the Spqni(^di in the port of Palirnii,

He grounded his right on the conrentiop made at

Vienna^ the 2^th of D^mbfr^ 17 18, in which it was

iaid, " That, as to the Ihips belonging to the King of

*« Sardini^^ if they be taken in port, they (hall be re-

^' ilored him ; but that this (hall be referred to admiral

** Byng to anfwer". To this, the admiral replied, « That

^« this convention having been only a ground-work for

** another to be made at Naples^ he could be directed by
*< none, but that which had been made in confequenoe

* thereof, in April 17 19, between the Vice-roy of Napkf^

** the Marquis de Breille, minifter of Sardinia^ and hin»-

^' felf, in which no mention is made of thofe (hips ; and$ as

^< for the reference to his opinion, he did freely declare

** he could not think the King of Sardinia had any (ha^

<< dow of title to them, that they had been taken by the

^' enemy, were now fitted out, and armed at thpir ex-

^^ pence, and under their colours; that they would put

** out to fea, if he did not hinder them, and attack aU
" Englfjb (hips they met with, and, ifilronger, take them;

^' fo that he coulr'. not confider them in any other light than

^' as they were, the (hips of an enemy." Count de Uderqf

ne^t put in his claim for the Emperor, alledging, *< That
^' asthofe (hips would be found within the port of t
^* town taken by his mafter's arms, according tp the right

^^ of nations, they belonged tohim'V The admiral replied^

M Tl?at it was owing to his keeping two fqoadron on
5< purpofe, and at a great hazard, to watch and obferre

^* thofe (hips, that they were now confined within the

^* port J which if he was to withdraw, they would iliU

^* be able to go to fea, and he (hould have a chance of

^ of meeting with and taking them/* But reflecting af-

t;crwards

m^

h:j i;
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tcrwards with himfelf, that poffibly the garrifon might

capitulate for the fafe return of thofe (hips into Spain^

which he was determined never to fufier ; that, on the

other hand, the right of poifeflion might breed an incon-

venient difpute at that critical jundlure among the princes

concerned ; and, if it (hould be at length determined that

they did not belong to England^ it were better they be-

longed to nobody ; he propofed to Count dg Mercy^ to

ere€t a batter/, and deftroy them as they lay in the bafon ;

who urged, that he had no orders concerning thofe (hips,

and muft write to Vienna for iiu.. unions about it. The
admiral replied with fome warmth. That he ccukl not

want a power to deftroy every thing that belonged to the

enemy, and iniifted on it with fo much hrmnefs, that the

general being concerned in intereft, not to carry matters

to an open mifunderftanding, caufed a battery to be ere€l-

ed, notwithftanding the proteftations of Signior Scrampi^

which, in a little time, funk and deftroyed tbsm ; and

thereby completed the ruin of the naval power of

Spain \

The imperial court had formed a defign of making,

themfelves mafters again of Sardinia, out of which they

had been driven, as is before obferved, by the Spaniards

:

but, our admiral judged it more for the fervice of the

houfe of jiujiriaj that this army ihould be immediately

tranfported into Sicily, In order to efie^ this, and at the

the fame time to procure artillery for carrying on the fiege

of the citadel of Meffina, he went over to Naples^ where,

finding that the government was abfolutely unable to fur-

nilh

' See the expedition to Sicily, Hiftorical Reciftcr, PolitioJ
State* Oldmixon'{> Hiftory, &c.
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ftifh the^military ftores that were wanting, he very ge*

nerouily granted to his imperial Majefty the cannon out ot'

the Britijh prizes, and procured, upon his own credit,

powder and other ammunition from Genoa ; and, foon

after, went thither himfelf, in order to haflen the em**

barkation ot the troops, which was made fooner than

could have been expedted, merely through the dih'genco

of the admiral, and in fpite of the delays aflecfted

by the then Count, afterwards Balhaw Bonntvaly who
was appointed to command them. After the citadel oi

MeJJina furrendered. Sir George Byng re-embarked a great

part of the army, and landed them upon another part of

the ifland, by which fpeedy and unexpeftcd conveyance,

they diftreifed the enemy to fuch a degree, that the Mar*

quis de Lede^ who commanded the Spanijb forces in chief,

propofed to evacuate the iiland, to which, the Germans

were very well inclined ; but, our admiral protefled againit

it, and declared, that the Spanijh troops (hould never bqi

permitted to quit Sicily^ and return home, till a general

peace was concluded. In this. Sir George certainly adled

13 became a Britijb admiral; and after having done fo

many fervices for the imperialiils, infilled on their doing

what was juft, with refpedl to us, and holding the Spanijb

troops in the uneafy fituation they now were, till they

gave ^mple fatisfa^ion to the court of London^ as well as

to that of Vienna, It muft, however, be confidered, that,

in the firft place, the admiral had the detention of the

Spaniards in his own hands, fince the Germans could do

nothing in that matter, without him j and on the other

hand, our demands on the cour! of Spain, were as much
for the interelt of the common caufe, as for our own,

Sq that tho' the fteadinefs of admiral Byng deferved com-

mendation.

\{

X ; \:
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loendation, yet there feemed to be no great praiies due

to the German complaifiince '.

Thb more effedtuallj to humble Spaift^ and at the

fame time to convince the whole world that we could not

only contrive^ but execute an inraiion^ a fecret defign

was formed, for fending a fleet and army to the ccafts of

Spain ; which was very fuccefsfully performed ; and ^ on

the 2ift of September 17 19, vice-admiral Migbels, with a

llrong Iquadron of his Majefty's ihips under his command^

and the tranfports having on bdard the forces, commanded

by the late Lord Vifcount Cibbam^ confining of about

6000 men, (ailed from St. Helen's ; and the firft account

we had of them, is comprized in the following letter,

which, indeed, contains the only good atcount that was

ever publiihed of rhis expedition ; and, therefore^ I pre*

fume ?he reader mil rot be difpleafcd to fee it*.

*« His excellency the Lord Vifcount Cebhami with the

^ men of war commanded by vice-admiral MigheU^ and

^ the tranfports^ having the forces on board, arriving on
*' the coaft of Gaticia^ kept cruifing three days in the

" ftation appointed for captain Jobnjon to join them ; but

*' having no news of hiin, and the danger of lying on
** the coaft at this feafon of the year, with tranfports^

^' rendering it necefiary to take fome meafures of adting

*' wiwhout him, and the wind offering h\t for Vigt^ his

*' lordihip took the refolution of going thither.

*< On the 29th of September^ O. S. they entered the

<< harbour of Ftga ; and the grenadiers being immediately

«* landed,

* This was efteemed a mighty fervice by one party in Eaglandj

and treated with very great contempt by another.
t Annals of King George, Oldmixon's Hiftory^ Hiflorical Re<

gifte^ Political State, &c.
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^* landed, about three miles from the town, drew up on
" the beach ; fome peafants fired from the mountains, at

** a great diftance, but without any execution* His lord-

** (hip wcot a-fliore with the grenadiers, and the regi-

** ments followed as faft as the boats could carry them,

*' That night, and the following day and night, the

** troops lay upon their arms. In the mean while, pro-

" vilions for four days were brought a-ihore, and guardi

" were polled in feveral avenues, to the diftance of abov*

** a mile up the country.

" On the ift of OMer^ his lordfhip moved with the

•• forces nearer the town, and encamped at a ftrong pof^,

•* with the left to the fca, near the village of Boas^ and

«* the right extended towards the mountains. This mo-
•* tion of the army, and fome parties that were ordered

** to view the town and citadel, gave the enemy fome
** apprehen lions that preparations were making to attack

•* them. Whereupon, they fet fire to the carriages of

*< the cannon of the town, nailed thofe cannon, and hf
*' all their motions, feemed to be determined to abandon

** the town to the care of the magiflrates, and inhabitant?;

•* and to retire, with the regular troops, into the citadel*

*' Whereupon, the Lord Cobham fent to fummon the

** town to furrender, which the magiftrates made no dif-

£culty of doing ; and the fame night his lordfhip or«

dered brigadier Honywoody with eight hundred men, to

** take poft in the town, and fort St.Sdq/Iian^ which
*' the enemy had alfo abandoned.

" On the 3d, a bomb-velTel began to bombard the

•• citadel ; but with tittle execution, by reafon of the

•* great diftance. That evening, the large mortars, and

*' the cohorn-mortars, wep% landed at the town, between

** forty and fifty of them, great and fmall, placed on a

'**• battery:.

«
«
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•' battery, under cover of fort St. SebaJIian^ began in th<

** night to play upon the citadel, and continued it four

•* days with great fuccefs. The fourth day his lordfhip

•* ordered the battering cannon to be landed ; and, witli

** fome others, found in the town, to be placed on the

«' battery of fort St. Sebajiian. At the fame time, his

** lordfhip fent the governor a fummon to furrender, fig-

nifyirg, that if he ftaid till our battery of cannon was

ready, he fhould have no quarter. Colonel Ligohisr

«' was fent with this meflage, but found the governor
•* Don Jofeph de los Cereds, had the day before been car-

*• ried out of the caftJe, wounded ; the lieutenant-colo-

•* nel, who commanded in his abfence, defired leave and

** time to fend to the marquis de Rijburg, at Tuy^ for his

•* directions ; but being told, the hoftilities fhould be con-

«' tinued, if they did not fend their capitulation without
*•*' any delay, they foon complied ".**

The capitulation confifted of ten articles, by which

the garrifon were permitted to march out, with honours

of war 5 and the place, with all its works, magazines,

and whatever they contained, either of ammunition of

provifions, were delivered up to his excellency the Lord

Cobham,

On the lOth of the fame month, in the morning, the

garrifon marched out, confiiling of 469 men (officers in-

cluded) having had above 300 killed or wounded by our

bombs. The place it is faid coft us but two officers, and

three or four men killed. There were in the town,

about fixty pieces of large iron cannon, which the

enemy abandoned, and thefe they nailed, and damagecf.

^ This relation was publiftied in the London-Gazette, daced

Wlutehall, Odober z, 1719.
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as much as' their time would give them leave ; and in the

citadel, were forty-three pieces, of which fifteen were

brafs, and two large mortars, befides above two thoufand

barrels of powder, and feveral chefts of arms, amounting

to about 80CO mufquets; all Viiich (lores, and brafs ord-

nance, were lodged there from on board the fhips that

were to have vilited Great Britain in the preceeding fpring,

and the very troops that gave up Vigo, were alfo of thofe

which were to have been employed in that expedition

;

feven (hips were feized in the harbour, three of which were

fitting up for privateers, one to carry twenty-four guns i

the reft were trading vclTels.

VIGO being thus taken, the Lord Cobham ordered

major-general iVade to embark with a thoufanfl men oa

boa. J four tranfports, and to fail to the upper end of the

bay of Vigo'y which he accordingly did, on the 14th, and

having landed his men, marched to Ponta-Vedra, which

place furrendered without oppofition, the magiftrates of tijw

town meeting them with the keys. In this place were

taken, two forty-eight pounders, four twenty-four pounders,

fix eight pounders, and four mortars, all brafs; befides

feventy pieces of iron cannon, two thoufand fmall

arms,, fome bombs, l^c. all which, except the twenty-four

pounders, were embarked, and Major-General TVade re-

turned v/ith his booty and troops to plgo, on the 23d. The
next day, the Lord Cobham finding it would be impofSble

for him to maimain his ground any longer in Spain, or-

dered the forces to be embarked, as likewife the cannon,

^c, which ,being done hy the 27 ih, he failed that day for

England, where he arrived the nth of Novfrnberi having

Vol. IV. $ f loft
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loft in the whole expedition, about three hundred of his

men, who were either killed, died, or deferted *.

There is yet another expedition, of which we muft

take Ibme notice, before wc fhut up the tranfad^ions of

this year ; and, it is that of Sir Jo/m Norris^ into the

Bdhick, Things had now changed their face in the north

;

the Swedts, fince the death of their King, were become

our friends, and the great deHgn of fending this fleet, was

to proteft thefe new friends againft the Ruffians. The
queen of Sweden was extremely well pleafcd on the re-

ceiving fo feafonable a fuccour. In the beginning of Sep-

iember^ Sir John Norn's^ with his fquadron, joined the

Swedijh fleet, and on the fixth of the fame month, arrived

at the Dahleny near Stodholm, where, her majefty's con-

fort, the prelent King of Sweden, did him the honour

to dine on board his (hip. This junction of the EngUJh

and Swedijh fleets, broke all the meafures of the Czar

Teter the Great^ who had ruined the Swedijh coaft in a

cruel manner j but was now forced to retire with his fleet

into the harbour of Revel, The Lord Carteret^ now Earl

of Granvilley was then ambaflador at Stockholm, and, in

conjundtion with Sir John Norrisy laboured affiduoully to

bring the conferences at the ifland of Jhland, to a happy

ccnclufion ; but, the Czar, not being at that time difpofed

to think of pacific meafures, they could not prevail; fo

that, about the middle of September, the conferences broke

up. All this time, the fleet continued near Stockholm i

but the winter feafon coming on, and there being no rea-

fon to fear any further attacks on the Swedes, as the
^ ' Danes

" Hiflorical Remitter, Polilical State, &c.
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Dams had accepted his Britannic Majcfty's mediation, Sir

John Norris thought of returning home j and, according*

ly failed from Elfenap on the 27th of OMir^ with a

large fleet of merchant-men under his convoy, and fafely

arrived at Copenhagen^ on the 6th of November^ where

he was received by his Danijh Majedy, with all imagi-

nable marks of diftindion and elteem. It muft, indeed,

be allowed, to the honour of this worthy admiral's me-

mory, that whatever views the miniflry might have at

home, he confulted the nation's glory abroad ; and by pre*

ferving the ballancu of power in the north, rendered the

higheft fervice to his country. On the 12th of the fame

month, the fleet failed from Copenhagen \ and on the lytfa,

met with a dreadful ftorm, which damaged feveral fliips,

but dedroyed none. Towards the clofe of the month,

they arrived fafe; and, on the laft day of November^ Sir

'John came to London^ after having managed, with great

reputation, and finiflied with much expedition, an enter*

prize which in lefs able hands, would either have brought

difcredit on our naval power, or involved the nation in a

bloody war } but by his fleady and prudent conduct, they

were both avoided, and a ftop put to thofe troubles, which

for many years had embroird the north ^,

' His Majefty returned from Hanover about the middle

of November 17 19, and the parliament met the latter

end of the fame month, when there were very warm

debates upon the fubje^ of the Sidlian expedition ; where

many grieat men, and good patriots, thought our flee* had

done too much for the Germans^ and too little for them*

F f 2 felvesw
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7 Mercure hiftorique & politique, OldmixoD, Annals of King

George, &c
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(fclves. On the other hand, the friends of the miniftry

maintained, that their meafures were right; that the

giving SUily to the emperor, and Sardinia to the

Duke of Savoy, would effectually fix the balance of power

in Italy, and free us, and the reft of Europt, from the

apprehenfions created by the mighty naval power of Spain,

It is not, flridlly fpeaking, my bufinefs, and to fay the

truth, the compafa of this work will not allow me to

enlarge much upon it. If an enquiry into the politics at

thofe times, was mere fo, than it is ; but thus much I

think is due, in juftice to Si' George Byng ; that the qwef-

tion does not at all affecl his condu^^ fince the merit of

^n admiral confifts in executing his inftrudtions, iox which

9lone he is anfwerable, 9nd not at all for the rectitude of

thofe inllrudtions. If this be not granted, we muft never

cxpe^ to be well ferved at fea, fince the admiral who

takes upon him to interpret his inftru£ttoos> will never

want excufes for his conduct, be it what it will i and if

this proportion be once granted. Sir George Byng muft be

allowed to have done his duty, as well as any admiral

ever did ; for to his conduct it was entirely owing, that

Sicify was fubdued, and his Catheiic Majefty forced to ac*

cept the terms prefcribed to him by the quadruple alliance*

He it was, who firft enabled the Germans to fet foot in

that iiland ; by him they were fupported, in all they did

;

and by his councils they /ere dircfted, or they had other-»

wife been again expelled tlic ifland, even after the uklng

of Mejftna. As warm debates were there about our con?

du£t in the Baltick, which, whether it were right or

wrong, ought not to affe^ the charader of the admiral

who pundually executed his inftrudtions, and performed

all that was, or could be, expeded from him \ neither

was
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was this denied by fuch as oppofed the miniftry, and

whofe fentimeots were at this time over-ruled in parlia-

.inent *.
, «^>

On the 2d of Dectmbery the naval fupplies for the ei>>

fuiog year were fettled. 13,500 men were allowed for the

fervice of 1720, and the fum of 4 /. per month as ufual;

granted for that purpofej 217,918/. 10;. %d. was given

for the ordinary of the navy, and 79*723 /. for the extra-

ordinary repairs. Soon after a demand was made for a con-

iiderable fum, expended in the neceflary fervice of tlie lad

year, beyond what was provided /or by parliament; and

after great debates, in which thofe then in oppoHtioo

took great freedoms, a vote was obtained on the 15 th of

January^ for 3779561/. 6 s, f)d.i in difcharge of thofe

expences. In the beginning of the month of February^

the King of Spain acceded to the quadruple alliance^

and, as a conlequence thereof, a ceflation of arms by fcs

was foon after publifhed, which was quickly followed by

a convention in Sicily^ for the evacuation of that iHand,

andaifoof the idsLtid of Sardinia ; and thus the houfe of

Auflria got pofTelTion of the kingdom of Sicify, by mearts

of the Britijb fleet. But, what return the imperial court

made Great-Britainj for thefe favours, we ihaU fee in its

proper place. About the fame time, a meflenger diC^

patched by the then Lord Carteret^ from Stockholm^

brought the inflrument of the treaty of friendfhip and al-

liance concluded between his majeily and the. crown of

Sweden*, !ad;rjv^'

F f 3 Thr
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The Czar of Mufcovy^ remaining ftUl at war with

that crown, and having entered into meafures that, in the

opinion of our court, were calculated to overturn- the ba-

lance of power in the north, it was refolved, to fend Sir

John Norrii, once more, with a fleet of twenty men of

war under his command, into thofc feas. The dcfign of

this, was, to fecure the Swedei from feeling the Czar's

refentment, or from being forced to accept fach hard and

unequal conditions, as he might endeavour to I'mpofe.

The better to underftand this, it will be requifite to ob-

fcrvrf, that the Swedes had made fome great alterations in

their government, not only by aflerting their crown to be

derive, but by making choice of the Prince of HeJJe, con-

fort to the queen their fovereign, for their king, on her

.motion and requeft ; notwithftanding. the claim of the

,Dukc of Hoijitin^ her fifter's fon, to the fucceflion. This

^ young prince, the Czar was pleafed to take under his pro-

/l^on^. and propofed to the ^z(;/if;, that, if they would

JsXih the crown upon him, his Czarijh majefty would

give him his daughter, with the provinces conquered

-from Sweden^ by way of dowry ; but, in cafe this was re-

fafed, he threatned to purfue the war more vigoroufly than

ever, and for that purpofe, began to make very great naval

preparations. As our old league with Sweden was now re-

newed, the Briti/h fleet, on the x6th of Jprii^ failed for the

\5aittcki in the beginning ofthe month of -^^y, they were

joined on the coaft o(Sweden by a fquadron of fliips belong-

ing to that crown j and on the 24th of the fame month, be-

ing hear the coaft of Jbland, they were joined by feven

Swedijh men of war more, under the command of admi-

lal Wachmeijier j the 26th, it was refolved, that the fleet

4liouId proceed towards the coaft oiRtveli which faved

the
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the Swidts from feeling at that jundlure, any marks of the

Czar's dUpleafure. In the mean time, our minifter at the

court of Dtnmark^ having prepared that monarch for an \

accommodation with SwiJtn, Lord Carttret, who was

our minifter at Sttckholm^ negotiated, and brought to a

conclufion the treaty of peace between the two crowns^

under our mcdiation9 and went afterwards to Copenbagtn^

to prefent it to \i\s Danijh Majefty, of whom he had an

audience on the 29th of June 1720, for that purpofe.

His lordihip continued for fome time after at the Danijb .

court, where he was treated with unufual marks of eileem

and refpe(ft, by a prince who was allowed to be

one of the wifeft crowned heads in Europe-^ and who,

as a fignal teftimony of his favour, to that accompli(hed

ftatefman, took a fword from his fide, richly fet with

diamonds, to the value of five thoufand pounds, of which

he made a prefept to his Lordfliip^

T H B feafon for a<%on being over. Sir John Norris^ on

the 8th of Siptember^ failed with the fquadron under his

command, to Sttciholm, The King of Sweden did him

the honour to dine with him on board his (hip, accompa-

nied by Mr. Finthi the Briti/b envoy, and the PtH/b mi-

niHer Prince Lubpmir/ki^ and other perfons of didindion ;

and his excellency foon after returned, with the fquadron

under his command, to England, The CT^ar bore this

interpoiition of ours very impatiently, and his miniHers did

not fail to impute it wholly to the intereft which his Ma-

jefty, as a German prince, had to compromife affairs with

Sweden^ with relation to the acquUltioo he had made of

F f 4 the
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the Dutchies of Bremen and Vtrden. However, thus much
is very cert?.in, that whatever benefit his Majefty, as elec-

tor oi Hanover, might draw from the protedion afforded

to Swedin by the Britijh fleet, this was a meafure, as

things then flood, ervtirely correfponding with the Brilifli

Intereft; and we had often interpofed in the very ijontf

manner,' under former reigns, to prevent fuch conqucfta

in the north, as might be fatal to a commerce, upon th«

proper carrying on of which, in a great meafure, dcpendi

Silmoft all the other branches of our trade. The Infinuai

tions, therefore, of the Czar had no great weight at that

timcj either with lis, or with other powers, as appears by

the Condudlof Poland and Denmark^ both making fepa-^

rate treaties vt'iih Sweden^ notwithftandin'g all the expoT*

tulations, '•emonftrances, and even-threatnings of his Cza>^

tilhMajefty to prevent it. Neither is it at all impoffible,

that the very dread of that exorbitant power, to which that

aihbitious monarch afpired, might ^contribute as much to

^heir taking that tcfolutioh, as any c^er motive what-

tver x<i^\\\L x'do'y

- !Hi8 Majefty having fpent the fummer m his German

dominions, returned to Great Britain in the month of No*

'vewhr ; and thd parliament meeting on the Sth of Deeem^

ler following, the proceedings of the whole year was laid

tefore that auguft aflembly ; in v/hich it was infilled upon,

that the money iflucd for the fea-fervlccj had produced all

thedefired cffe6ls; and that, as peace had been fettled by

the force of oar arms in the Mediterranean, a few months

before, ao it was highly probabk ,' Oi»t the very terror of

4» i ^ our

• Hiflojre de I'Europc, aW.uixon, Annals of King Gtorge,
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our arms would caufe the troubles of the north to fubBdie

in a few months to come. Upon tbefe fuggeftions, a coon

ikJerabie naval force was afked for the next year ; ;aiid

though there was a good deal of oppoiition, and a great

many bold fpeeches made, yet, in the end, the point was

C4fried ; and on the 19th of Dicemhery the Houfe of Com^
moos refolved, that 10,000 men be allowed for the fean

feryice for the year 172 1, at 4/. a man per month fac

thirteen months : That 219,049/. 145. be granted for the

ordinary of the navy } and 50,200 ioi extra->repairs for

the fame year. This proviHon being made, it was refolved

to fend Sir John Norn's, and Rear-Admiral Hcpjoa, witli

a fquadron of thirteen men of war of the line, beiidea

frigates and bomb-ketches, into the BahUi, to put aa

end to thofe difputes, which had already coft our allies fo

much blood, and ourfelves fo large a proportion of treafure*

and which it was thought could not be fo foon fettled any

Qlher way.

The Czar having dill In view the redudlion of the

Swedes^ to bis own terms, was very early at fea, with a

large fleet, and defigning to ftrike a terror into the whole

Swedijh nation, he ravaged their coalls with incredible fury,

to give it the fofteft name, committing fuch cruelties a»

were fcarce ever heard of, amongft the moft barbarous na-

tions ; yet the Swedes kept up their fpirits, and depending on

our protedlion, did not lake any hafty meafures, but iniifted

on certain mitigations, which by this firmnefs they at laft

obtained. In the middle of this m nth of Jpril^ Sir J^bn,

Nerris faUed from the Nore, and towards the latter end ot

the lame month, arrived at Copenhagen, v/here he was re-

ceived with all imaginable marks of elteem-i foon after, he

continued his voyage for the coaft of Sweden^ where he

was

.;, 'ii
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was joined by a few Swidijh (hips. His appearance in thoft

ieas, and with fuch a force, produced greater confequences

than were expedted from it ; for the Czar doubting his

6wn ftrength, and fearing, upon the lofs of a battle, that

fais whole naval force would be deftroyed, as he had feen

of late to be ihe cafe of Spain^ he began to be more in-

clinable to a peace, which was concluded at Neiftadt^ upon

the 31ft of Auguji, This treaty having fettled the Czar's

rights to the conquered provinces, and fecured to the Swedis

various immunities and privileges, in order to bring them

more readily to confent to fuch terms as they would have

otherwife thought hard, fatisfied, in fome meafure, both

crowns. Sir John Nttris continued all this time with his

fleet in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, in order to give

Weight to the negotiations of Mr. finch ; and the peace

being figned and ratified, he took leave of the Swtdijh

^uf t, and failed ^ox Copenhagen^ where he arrived in the

beginning of the month of O^oter; and on the 6th of'

the fame month, returned home, arriving fafeiy at the

Note on the 20th, leaving the north in perfedt quiet, and

all its powers under a juft fcnfe of the feafonable interpo-

fition of Great-Britain^ in favour of that ballance of

power in thofe parts, which is of fuch high confequencc

to the tranquility of Europe in general, as well as the

particular advantage of each of the monarchs thus (not

Without much difficulty) reconciled. .
>-

"At home, the difputes and uneafinefles which had been

occalioned by the execution of the South-Sea fcheme,

kept the nation in a high ferment, and put the court under

a' neceflity of altering its meafures, and making fome

changes in the adminiftration ; among which, we may

reckon thc'grcat alteration of the board of admiralty, which

r;;.v took
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took place in the month of Septembery when his Majefty was

pleafed to order letters patent topafs the great feal,conftituting

the right honourable Janus Earl of Berkley^ Sir John Jeti"

ningSjJohn Cockburriy and iVilHam Cbetzvynd, Efqrs. Sir John

Norrisy Sir Charles Wager^ and Daniel Puiteneyy Eftjj

commiifioners for executing the office of Lord High Ad-

miral of Great Britain^ &c. This appointment gave the

moil general fatisfadlion at that time ; and it muft be allowr

ed by all who were well acquainted with their charafters,

that the board was never better graced, than by thefe gentle-

men, four of whom were as great feamen as any in this

age ; and the other three, as well acquainted with the bu-

iinefs of the office, and the , duties of their poft, as any

that ever filled them.

The parliament met on the 19th of OMer^ and on

the 27th of the fame month, the houfe of commons

granted 7000 men for the fervice of the fea, for the year

1722, at the ufual rate of 4/. a man per month ; and on

the 2d of November^ they refolved, that the Aim of

218,799/. 4^. 7^. be granted for the ordinary of the navy

for the fame year. This was a very moderate expence,

and very agreeable to the fituation of our afiairs, at that

ttime, which had been not a little difordered by the expen-

o^s into which we had been drawn for many years pafl.

It was not long, however, after this grant was made,

before a new fquadron was ordered to be got ready, con-

fiding of thirteen very large (hips, which was to be com-

manded by Sir Charles Wager^ and rear-admiral Hofier.

The dellination of this fquadron was never certainly known;

but the moll probable account that has been given, is, that

it was intended to chaflife the Portuguefe, for an infult

offered by them, to Mr. PTtngJield and Mr. Roberts^ two

gentlemen

]
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gcndemcn of the faftory at Lisbon^ wfaofe goods they feized,

jmprifoned their petfons, and even went fo far as to con-

demn them to be hanged, upon a very trifling pretence.

The cafe was this. There is a law in Portugal^ which

forbids the exportation of any coin whatfoever, out of that

kingdom, upon pain of death : But it was a law never in-

lifted upon, and therefore fuppofed to be obfoletf, and, by

cuftom^ in a manner repealed ; which conftrudtion was

justified by the tranfporting gold coin from Lisbon to other

countries, almoft every day, and that in fuch a manner, as

the court could not be ignorant of it« What induced the

Pertugutfi miniftry to venture upon fuch an ill-timed fe-

Terity, is not well known ; but the vigorous meafures

taken by our court, were certainly the propereft methods

that could be taken, to hinder their proceeding to exe-

l^ution. At the fame time, our minifter Hated the cafe of

Ihofe gentlemen in the faired and fullelt light, obferving

to the king of Portugal^ that of all nations in Europiy the

EngUJb lead deferved to be thus ufed, becaufe thsy took

the larged quanitity of the msnufadures of Pdrtugnt^ in

(exchange for their own, of which lad the Portuguezt alfo

exported a great deal That the ballance of trade in our

favour, had been, and mud be, always difchaiged in.gold,

and that confequently, thefe fevere proceedings, if not re-

mitted, mud not only produce an immediate rupture be-

tween the two nations, but alfo hinder all commerce be-

tween them for the future. By degrees thefe reprefenta-

lions were attended to, thjB merchants releafed^ their

goods redored, and the whole a^r was amicably adjuded.

Upon this, our naval armament was laid afide. and the

mutual intered of the two nations, after this explanation,

being better underdood, the harmony between them was

ciFedlu-
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ffie£tually reftored, and this unlucky interruption of iu

juried on both fides in oblivion.

We may, from this inftance, difcern^ how dangerout

a thing it is, in any ftate, to fuffer thefe ilecping laws to

remain virtually, and yet not aflually repealed, (ince^

in certain conjunAusres, there never will be wanting a fort

of enterprizing men, who will endeavour to make their

advantage of fuch penal ftatutes, difguiiing their private

views, under a fpecious pretence of purfuing the public

good. As on the other hand, we cannot avoid obferving,

that the belt way to fecure juilice to our fubjedts abroad,

is always to keep up a great maritime force at home,

that it may be known to all nations, with whom we have

any dealings, we are always in a ^tuation to exadt a fpee«

dy and ample fatisfadlion, for any infults that are offerer!

to our merchants, as believing it but equitable to employ

b favour of our commerce, that power which is the re-

fult of it 3 which never can be attained, but by encourag-

ing an exteniive trade, and which never can decay or de-

cline, if we do not fuffer our neighbours to interfere there-

in to our prejudice, by not applying timely and efie^ual

remedies, upon their firft invafions. But to return from

(hcfe ialutary cautions, to the thread of our narration.

The pirates in the Witji-Indies^ which had received

feme check from the vigorous difpoiitions of governor Rt*

gtrs, and other commanders in thofe parts, began to take

breath again, and even to annoy our colonies more than

ever. This was owing to feveral caufes ; particularly to

the encoaragement they had met with of late from the

^pamardsy and to the want of a fufiicient force in the

north American ieas. The merchants, finding themfelves

Extremely diftrcfied, by a:grievance,that increafed every day,

K-^i'i made
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made repeated reprefentations, upon this head, to the go-^

vernment ; upon which, frefh orders were fent to the of-

ficers of the navy, cruizing on the coaft of Guineyy and

in the Weft- Indies^ to exert themfelvcs, with the utinoft

diligence, in crufliing tliefe enemies to mankind ; and

ibefe injunftions had at length the defircd cfFedt. There

was amongft thefe pirates, on the coaft of Africa^ one Ro-

berts, a man whofe parts defeived a better employment

;

he was an able feaman, and a good commander, and had

with him two very ftout (hips, one commanded^ by him-.

fclf, of forty guns, and one hundred and fifty-two men ;

the other of thirty-two guns, and one hundred and thirty

two men; and to compleat his fquadron, he foon added

a third, of twenty-four guns, and ninety men : With this

forcCf Roberts had done a great deal of mifchief in the

Weft'lndits, before he failed for Jfrica^ where he like

wife took abundance of prizes, till in the month of April

1722, he was taken by the then captain, now Sir Cba*

kner Ogle, and at prcfent, admiral and commander in chief

of his njajefty's fleet.

Captain Ogle was then in the Swallow, and was

cruifing off cape Lopez, when he had intelligence of Ro-*

berts*s being not far from him, of whom he went immedi*

ately in fearch, and foon after difccvered the pirates in a

very convenient bay, where the biggeft and the leaft (hip

were upon the heel, fcrubbing. Captain Ogle taking in

his lower tire of guns, and lying at a diftance, Raberts

took him for a merchant-man, and immediately ordered

his coiifort Skyrm to flip his cable, and run out after him.

Captain Ogle crowded all the fail he could to decoy the

pirate, to fuch a diftance, that his conforts might not

hear the guns, and then fuddcnly tacked, run out hia iowcr

tire.



Of King GEORGE I. 431
tire, and gave the pirate a broadfide, by which the'rr cap-

tain was killed \ which fo difcouraged his crew, that after

a brifk engagement, which lafted about an hour and a half,*

they furrendered. Captain Ogle returned then to the bay,

hoifting the King's colours, under the pirates black flag

with a death's head in it. This prudent ftratagem, had

the defired effefl; for the pirates, feeing the black flag

uppermoit, concluded the King's (hip had been taken,

and came out full of joy to congratulate their confort on

the viftory. This joy of theirs was, however, of no long

continuance, for Captain Ogle gave them a very warm re-

ception ; and though Roberts fought with the utmoft bra-

very, for near two hours, yet being at laft killed, the

courage of his men immediately funk, and both fhips

yielded. Captain Ogk carried thefe three prizes, with

about one hundred and flxty men, that were taken in

them, to cape Coqft-Cqftlty where they were inftantly

brought to their trials. Seventy-four were capitally con*

vldled, of whom flfiy-two were executed, and mod of

them hung in chains, in feveral places i which Aruck a

terror in that part of the world, as the taking feveral pirates

in the Weft-Indies^ ' towards the latter end of the year, did

in thofe feas. But thefe fuccefles were far from putting

an end to the mifchief, fo that it was found neceflary,

foon after, to fend feveral (hips of war to the northern

colonies and Jamaica, where, by degrees, they extirpated

entirely this dangerous crew of robbers.

A s this year was very barren in naval tranfadions, I

think I am at liberty to take notice of an event, that

otherwife might feem of too little importance to be record-

ed. The cafe was ithis. The Government had intelli-

gence, that the emilfaries of the pretender were very bufy

in
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in carrying on their intrigues at feveral foreign courts, and

that, for the greater expedition and fecurity, they had fit-

ted out a (hip, called The Refolution^ which then lay in the

mole of Genoa. It was in the midfl of autumn when this

intelligence was received j upon which, orders were im-

mediately difpatched to the Captains of fuch of our men
of war, as were cruizing in the Mediterranean^ to feize

and poflefs themfelves of this vefTel, which they accordingly

did, in the b^inning of the month oi November, But it

fo happened, that Tioft of her officers were, at this junc-

ture, on L . r* iiich obliged Mr. Davenanty his Ma-

jefty's envo^. \txir dinary to that Republick, to demand

them of the Iti ^le ai ^ ^atc of Genoa j but the fenate were

cither fo unwilling, or fo dilatory in this affair, that the

perfons concerned, had an opportunity, which they did

not mifs, of making their efcape; and, though they were

a little unlucky in loAng their fhip, which was a pretty

good one, yet they were very fortunate in faving them-

felves, iince if they had been taken, they would have

been treated as rebel.' ^ or perhaps, confidered as pirates, as

fome people were in Kmg WtUian^s time, who adled un-

^er a commiffion ftom King James I/.

The parliament having met on the 9tb of O^ober^ the

Houfe of Commons, on the 24th of the fame month,

granted 10,000 men for the fea-fervice, at 4/. per month,

for the year 1723; and, on the 29th, they refolved, that

216,388/. 14;. 8^. be allowed for the ordinary of the

navy, for the fame year s and foon after, the King was

pleafed to promote Captain Charles Strickland^ to the rank

of rear-admiral of the blue, in the room of admiral Mii-

hellSf who was appointed to fucceed Thomas Sw/r^ton,

Efq; lately dcceafed, as comptroller of the navy* and

adminil
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idmiral Littleton dying the fifth of February^ rear-admiral

Strickland fucceeded him as vice-admiral of the white j and

Sir George IValton was made rear-admiral of the blue, tb«

other admirals taking place according to their feniority.

The naval tranfadions of this year were, as I have

hinted, v.ery inccnfiderable > for though fome great flup«

were put into commifGon, and there was once a defign

of fitting out a fleet; yet it was very foon after laid afide,

the whole attention of the nation being diverted to a plot*

for which one Chriflopher Ltyer^ Efq; counfellor at law^

fufFered death ; and Dodor Francis Atterhuryy Bifliop of

Rechejiery was baniflied by a law ex poji faifo. But that

\ve may not feem to pafs by any thing that has the fmalleft

relation to the fubjedt of this work, we ihall x- ; notice

of an account received about this time of an tyX:i,o\ azrf

hurricane at Jamaica, faid to be the mod ret it 'abid that

ever happened in that iiland ; which accouiJt, \s it it in

itfelf equally curious and remarkable. To 'v is the mort

valuable, becaufe not to be met with elfewh^e.

« To Sir H, S, Bart.

<c Dated zt Port-Royal in Jamaica^ Nov, 13, 172a,

cc

«* Since my laft to you, the affairs of this ifland are al-

tered infinitely for the worfe. This change has been

*' made by a molt terrible ftorm that happened the 28th

« of /fugti/i laft ; the damage which Jamaica has fuflfercd

by it, is too great to be eafily repaired again. Abundance

of people have loft their lives by it in one part or othet

*• of this ifland i fome of them were daflied in pieces by
*• the iudden fall of their houfes 5 but the much greater

*« part were fwept away by the terrible innundation of

Vol. IV. G g .
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•• the fca, which being raifed, by the violence of the wind,

*' to a much greater height than was ever known before,

'** in many parts of the ifland broke over its ancient bounds,

•* and of a fudden, over-flowed a large traft of land, car-

*' rying away with an irrefiftable force, men, cattle,

** houfes, and, in fliort, every thing thatftoodin its way.

*^ In this laft calamity, the unfortunate town of Port"

^* Royal has had, at leaft, its full (hare. And here I

«*' confefs myfelf at a lofs for words to give a juft defcrip-

<** fion of the horror of that fcene that we, the afflided

" inhabitants, faw before our eyes. When the terror of

*' the Tea broke in upon us from all quarters, with an im-

*' petuous force, confpired with the violence of the wind, to

** cut off all hopes of fafety from us, and we had no other

•' choice before us, but that difmal one of periihing in the

*' waters, if we fled out of our houfes, or of being buried

*• under the ruins if we continued in them. In this fear-

** ful fufpence we were held for feveral hours ; for the vio-

** lence of the ftorm began about eight in the morning,

and did not fenfibly abate till between twelve and one,

within which fpace of time, the wind and fea together

•' demoliflied a confiderable part of the town, laid th«

** churches even with the ground, deftroyed above one

hundred and twenty white inhabitants, and one hundred

and fifty flaves, befides ruining almoft all the ftore-

*• houfes in the town, together with all the goods that

** were in them, which amounted to a confiderable value.

*' We had, at Port-Royal^ two very formidable enemies

** to encounter at the fame time, viz, the wind, and the

•« fea i the fituation of the place, it being at all times fur-

" rounded with the fea, rendering it more expofed than

*' other places, to the fury of that boifterous element

;

« our only defence againft ihc fca, confifts in a great

wall.

«c
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•* wall, round all along on the caftcrn (hore of thtf town^

*• th e fide upon which we apprehend moft danger* ThU
" wall is railed about nine foot above the furface of the

** water, and May be about fix or fevcn foot broad* And
for thefe twenty years part (for fo long iht wall has

been built) it has proved a fufficient fecurity to the towiL

•* But, in this fatal ftorm, the fea fcorned to be reftrk>incd

by fo mean a bulwark ; for the wind having: as I ib'

fcrved before, raifed it very much above its o»Hinary

•* height, it broke oVcr the wall with fuch a forcc> asno-

•* thing was able to withftand. Two or three rows of

** houfes that were next to the wall> and ran parallel

•* with it, were entirely taken away, among which was

•* the church, a handfome building, and very ftrong^

*• which was fo perfc<^ly dcmolilbed, that fcarce one
•* brick was left upon another. A confidcrable part of the

^* wall of the caille was thrown down, notwlthftanding

'< its being of a prodigious thicknefs^ and founded altogether

" upon a rock, and -the whole fori was in the ulmoft

** danger of being loft^ the fea breaking quite over the

*' walls of it, though they are reckoned to ftand thirty foot

•* above the water. This information I had from the cap»

** tain of the fort, and other officers that were in it, during

•* the ftorm, who alt told me, that they expefted cverjr

** minute to have the fort waflied away, and gave up them-

" felves and the whole garrifon for loft. In the highelt

•* ftreets in the towil, and thofe that are moft remote from

•* the fea, the witer rofe to between five and fix foot j and

•' at the fame time the current was fo rapid, that it was

•• fcarce poflible for the ftropgeft perfon to keep his legs,

<• or to prevent himfelf from being carried away by ir.

•« In thefe circumftances, we were obliged to betake our-

" fclves to our chambers, and upper rooms 3 where yet

: G g a •we
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** we ran the utmod hazards of perifhing by the fall of
<* our boufes, which trembled and (hook over our headt

•• to a degree that is fcarce credible. The roofs were for

** the mod part carried off byjthe.violence of the wind, and

^ particularly in <nc houfe to which mine and feveral

** other families had betaken ourfelves, the gable>end

** was beaten in, with fuch a force, that a large parcel 'of^

<* bricks fell thro' the garret floor into the chamber where
^* we were, and had they fallen upon any of ur., mult
iC

infallibly have beaten out our brains: but God was
** pleafed to order it fo, that not a foul received any hurt.

** There was, the morning on which the ftormhap-

*< pened, a good fleet of (hips riding in the harbour of

" Pert-Royal, moft of which had taken in their full

** freight, and were to have proceeded home in a lew
** days, had they not been prevented by this terrible ftorm»

*^ which left but one veilel in the harbour, befides four

*' fail of men of war, all which had their mafts and rig->

*' ging blown away, and the (hips themfelves, though in

** a fecure harbour as any in the whole U^eji-Indits, were

*' as near to deftrudtion, as it was poifible to be, and

^ efcaped it. But the moft feniible proof of the unaccount*

*' able force of the wind and fea together, was, the vaft

** quantity of ftoncs that were thrown over the town-

^ wall ; which, as I obferved before, Hands nine foot

• above 'the furface of the water, and yet fuch a prodi-

M gious number were forced over it, that almoft an hun-

*^ dred negroes were employed for near fix weeks to«

^ gether, to throw them back again into |he fea ; and

^' ibme of thofe itones were fo vaftly big, that it was as

** much as nine or ten men could do to heave them bade

*^ again over the wall. I am fenfible, this partof the relation

^ will feem a little ftrange i but yet Z doubt not of ob<

^^ taining;
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• taining your belief, when I affirm it to you, and of my
•• oivn knowledge, for a certain truth. But Port Royal

^ was not the only place that fufTered in the ftorm : At
** Kinf^on alfo, great damage was done ; abundance of

'* houfes were blown quite down, and many more were

" fo miferably broken and (battered, as to be liule better

** than none ; abundance of rich goods were fpoiled by
*' the rain, the warehoufes being either blown down, or

*• uncovered. But ihey had only one enemy to encoun-

ter, viz* the wind, and were not prevented by the fea

from forfaking their falling houfes, and betaking them*

felves to the Savannahs, or open fields, where they were

^ obliged to throw themfelves all Aong upon the ground»

•* to prevent their being blown away j and yet, even in

•* Kin^on, fome perfons were killed, amongft whomi
*< was a very worthy gentlewoman, the wife of the re-

** verend Mr. May, minifler of the town, and the Bi(hop

•* of London*s commiflary ; (he was killed by the fall of

*' their houfe, as (he lay with her husband, under a large

** table, who had alfo,the misfortune of having his own
** leg broke. All the veflcls that rode in the harbour of
*« KingJIon, which were between forty and fifty fail, were
•* cither driven on (here, or overfet and funk. Abun-

*^ dance of the men and goods were loft, and one could

** not forbear being furprized to fee large (hips, with all

** their heavy lading in them, thrown quite up upon the

** dry land ; and nothing could afford a more difmal pro-

" fpcft, than the harbour did the next day, which was
** covered with nothing but wrecks and dead bodies. At
** Spanijb Town, nobody indeed was killed, but a great

** many had very narrow efcapcs, fome families having

" fcarce quitted tfieir houfes, before they fell down flat at

•* once, without giving any warning. The King a ijoufe

G g 3 .
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** ftands, indeed, but it is all uncovered, and the ftables,

** coach-houfes, t^c, are quite demoliflied. The river,

** near to which the town is fituated, fwelled to fuch a
** degree, as was never before known j and I was afllired

** by the minifter of the place Mr. Scott^ it rofe full forty

** feel perpendicular above the ordinary mark, and did in-

*' ^-redible damage to the eftates that lay bordering upon

«' it. From other parts of the country we had alfo very

'

*• melancholly accounts of the great lofles they had fuf-

** tained, and particularly at Old Harbour^ a village built

** at a little diftance from that (hore ; the fea made fuch

** hafte lo devour, as moft unexpedledly to intercept

*' many poor creatures, before they had time to make
** their efcape, and almoft forty poor fouls periflied all to-

*' gelher in one houfe ; and whilft they only fought fecu-

•' rity from the wind, expofed themfelves to be deftroyed

** by the fea, from whence, when they lirft fled, theyap-

*' prehended no danger. In Clarendon and Vere parifhes,

*' great mifchicf was done; in the latter, the minifter

** Mr. WhitCy had his leg broke by the fall of the houfe

*' where he was, not to mention feveral perfons that were

*' killed out-right. But I fhould quite tire out your pa-

«« tience, fhould I undertake to give you a particular ac-

•* count of the damages that were done by the ftorm in all

* parts of the ifland. It fhall, therefore, fuffice to fay,

<* that the damage which the trading part of the ifland"

<* has fuftained by the lofs of their (hipping and goods, i«

•* not to be valued ; and, on the other hand, it is impof-

<* fible to fay bow deeply the planting intereft has fhared

.«' in this common calamity, by the lofsofdwelling-houfes,

' < and fugar-worksj and many other ways. And in fliorr,

' h^d the fury of the ftorm laftcd jnuch longer, the

wholQ<«
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** whole ifland muft have been one general wreck, and

*< nothing but final and univerfal ruin could have en-

« fued".

There remains but one thing more to be mentioned

within the compafs of this year, and that is. The per-

plexed lituation of affairs on the continent, making it

xiecefTary for his majefty to viflt his German dominions;

he embarked on board the Carolina yacht on the 3d of

June^ arrived fafely in Holland on the 7 th, and continued

his journey by land to Hanover^ where he remained during

the reft of the year 1723; at the clofe of which. Sir

John NorriSi with a fmall fquadron of men of war, was

fent to efcort him from Holland-, and he returned fafely

to St. Jameses on the 30th of December, The parliament,

which h^d been further prorogued, on account of the king's

ftay abroad, was now fummoned to meet on the 9th of

January ; and care was taken in the mean time, to regu-

late v/hatevcr had relation to foreign affairs, in fuch a man-

ner, as tlat his Majeffy might affure both Houfes in hit

fpeech frrm the throne, that through his afliduous appli-

cation to buiinefs, while at Hanover^ all affairs had been

adjufted, fo that moft of the courts of Europe were, at

that juncture, either in a favourable difpofiiion towards us,

or at leaft in no condition to create in us any apprehen-

lions on account of their armaments, or intrigues. In this

ftate they continued for about two years, that is to fay,

till a little before the treaty of Hanover, which was

concluded t,here on the 3d of September, 1725. It is fuf-

ficiently known to every body, this alliance was concert-

ed, in order to prevent the bad effbdls that were appre-

hended from the treaty oi Vienna-, in which (at leaft it was

fo fuggefted) there were many things dangerous to the

Uade of this nation, and cne fucceflxon of the royal family;

G g 4 but

1
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but this however, the late emperor Charles VI, abfolute-

]y denied, and iqo}^. a very ftrange as well as extraordi-

nary meafure, which was to appeal from the judgment of

the king and his miniftry, to that of the people of this

nation, for whom he profeffed the warmeft gratitude,

and the higheft efteem ; however, there was no great

fign of this in the proclamation, publifhed feme time af-

ter, for prohibiting any of the goods and manufactures

of Great Britain from being imported into the ifland of

Sicily, of which we had fo lately, and at fuch a mighty j

expence to ourfelves, put him in polleflion.

The year 1726, opened very inaufpicioufly : his ma-

jefty embarked on board the Carolina yacht at Helvoet-

fuySj about one in the afternoon, on n^tv-year's-day,

Vhh a fair wind, it north-eall, and failed immediate-

ly. But, about feven the fame evening, a moft violent

ilorm arof#, with hail and rain, which fo feparated the

fleet, that only one man of war, commanded by cap-

tain Danfie, kept company wiiL the king's yacht, on

board of which was Sir John Norris. The tempeft con-

tinued fo high, and the fea fo boifterous, for about thirty

fix hours, that the whole fleet was in the utmoft danger.

The third, in the morning, the yachts and men of v/ar

were near Dover; and one of the yachts, with fome

of his Majefty*s attendants, entered the river j but it was

thought more advifeable, that his majefty fhould land at

Rye^ where he arrived about noon ; and on the 9th in the

evening, he came from thence to his palace at St.

Jamis*s^ in perfedl health.

O N the 20th of January^ the parliament l: t, and

the king made a very remarkable fpeech from the throne,

in which he took notice of the critical fituation of affairs

in Eurepty and of the mcafures he had taken for fuppof-
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ing the honour 'of his crown, and prefcrving the juft

rights of his ptople. When this fpeech came to be debated

in the Houfe of Commons, vjry warm things were faid

by thofe who were then in the oppofiiion, againft the plan

of the Hanover alliance, which though it was alfo difliked

by many of the minifters here at home, yet was flrenoufly

fupported by others, and even by them in that debate. It

has been generally faid, and I believe with truth, that the

lecretary of ftate, then abroad with his majcfty, was the

fole, or at leaft, the principal advifer in that affair, which

gave a new turn to our politics, and engaged us in a

fcheme for humbling the houfe of Auflria, which we had

fo long, and even fo lately fuppf^rted, and in the fupport

of which, we are now t..£,aged at fo vaft an expence, that

might certainly have been fpared, if this fcheme had not

taken place; fuch fluduations there are in modern policy,

and fo dearly do whole nations pay for the intrigues, ca-

prices, and errors of particular men ! Bui to proceed.

On the 26th of January^ the Houfe of Commoni

refolved, that ten thoufand men be employed for the ' a-

fervice, for the year 1726, at 4/. a man per mo'^ :*, for

thirteen months. The 23d of February thv; refolv-

ed, that 212,381/. 5s. be granted for the ' Jinary of

the navy for the fame year. ButUhis provifion, as

the affairs of Europe then flood, being not thought fuf-

ficient, his Majefty thought it requifile, on the '24ih of

March, to fend a meflage to the Houfe of Commons, im-

porting, that he found it abfolutely neceffary, to augment his

* maritime force, and hoped he (hould be enabled by the af-

fiflance of parliament, to encreafe the number of feamen

already iFfjted, and granted for the fervice of this year,

that he might be thereby enabled, not only to fecure to

his own fubje<Sts, the full and free enjoyment of their trade

and
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and navigation, but, in the bed manner, to prevent and

fruftrate fuch defigns as had been formed againft the par-

ticular intereft of this nation, and the general peace of

Europe. Upon this meflage, there was a very warm de-

bate, which iflued in an addrefs from the houfe to his Ma-
jefty, defiring " that he would be pleafed to maU fuch

•* an addition to the number of feamen already voted, and

** to concert fuch other meafures, as he in his great wif-

** dom (hould think moft conducive to the fecurity of

" the trade and navigation of this kingdom, and to the

** prefervation of the peace of Europe ; afluring his majefty

** that they would efFedually provide for, and make gooc',

*' all fuch expcnces and engagements as ihould be entered

•' into for obtaining thofe great and defirable ends.**

The adminiftration had all things now in their own
power, and were in full liberty to adl as they thought fit i

but, before we proceed to what they did, it will berea-

fonaMe to take a view of what was then looked upoo as

Ihe fcheme of our enemies. This I think the moia rea-

fonable, bccaufe hitherto it has never been done ; at ieali

in a clear, intelligible way, fo that a reader of common

capacity might underftand it. As foon as the courts of

Vienna and Madrid appreht;nded U:at their views were

crofled, and the ends p'-opofed b.; th 'r ccnjundlion, \iU

teriy difappointed by ihe counter-aiiiance at Hanover, they

immediately refolved to have recourfe to ulterior negotia-

tions,^ in order to increafe the number of their allies j

and when they found themfelves fuificicntly powerful,

they defigned to have reforted to open force. With a

view to render this fcheme effedual, the emperor began

to execute prcjedts in the north, in which he met,

at ^rfl-, with fome extraordinary fuccefs. The Czarina

C'iweriuc, dowager of the Czar Peter the Great, hsd

conceived
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Cvoiiceived a diftafte to the Britijh court, and had, by feme

Scciti/k people about her, been drawn to believe it might

prove no difficult Liatt-^r to fet up the fon of the late King

James II. and fo overturn the government in Britain,

The fame fcheme had been propofed and countenanced at

the imperial court, by fome of the minillcrs, as the cm-

prefs dowager informed the late King ; and on the credit

of that information, his majefty mentioned it in his fpeech.

The Spanijh court readily adopted that, or any other expe-

dient which might procure them Gibralter^ and Facilitate

tlieir acquifitions in Italy^ then, and ftill the great objedls

of their policy. Thus the Hanover alliance, originally

contrived for the fecuring that eledorate, proved the means

of bringing it into fome degree of danger, and perhaps

the fame caufe will hardly ever fail to produce the fame

cifefts J whence it is evident, that the lefs (hare we take

in the affairs of the continent, the lefs the prefent royal

family will be expofed to fuch attempts ; and, therefore,

a wife miniftry will be fure to inform their mafter, that

purfuihg the real and acknowledged intereftp of Great

Britain^ will conciliate all the powers of the continent,

except France ; and that attempts to aggrandize his elec-

toral dominions, will always create him enemies,

difturb the peace of Germany^ and afFeft the ballance of

Europe,

I HAVE already obferved, that the miniftry nt home
were by no means the authors of the Hanovi alliance,

though they fancied themfelves obliged to fupport it ; and,

therefore, as foon as they were acquainted with the

fchemes formed by the allies of Vienna, they fet about

difappointing them, with all their force. \u order to this,

they did not mnch truft to their good allies the French, or

to the flow affiftance of the Dutch-, but chofe thelhorteft

and

#̂'t.

\\ .

Xm^;^^.
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and moft expeditious method poflible, of helping

tbemfelves ; with which view» it was refolved to fend

a ftrong fleet into the Baltickj, to awe the Czarina, to

bring round another power, and to keep fleadj a third.

It was likewife thought rcquilite, to have another ftrong

fquadron on the coait of Spain^ to intimidate his CathaKc ma-

jcfty, and to render his efforts, if he (bould make any againft

Gibraltar^ ineffectual ; and to fum up all, as they very well

knew that money was not only the finews of the war, but

the great bond of friendfhip, at Icaft among ftates and

princes, they determined to fend a conlidesable force to the

Indies^ in order to block up the galleons^ as the (horteft

means of diffolving the union between thf;:r imperial and

Catholic majefties ; bieing fatisfied, that if the former could

not receive his fubfidies, the latter could never rely upon

his affiftance : fuch were the plans on both fides, at this

critical jiindure

!

The command of the fleet intended foir the Baliick was

given to Sir Charles Wagtr., vic^-admiral of the red,

who had ur/^cr him. Sir George Walton^ rear of the blue.

The fquadron they wi;re to comtnand, confiftcd of twenty

(hips of the line, one frigate, two fire-fhips, and one hof-

pital ihip. His final inftru6\ions having been given to the

commander in chief, he, on the 13th of Aprils 1726,

hoifted his flag on board the i:orbay^ a third rate man of

war, at the Nore, He was faluted thereupon by all

the {hips lying there, and returned their faJutes

withrjn;. \cA iv'enty guns. About an hour after. Sir

Ceorgn Wutm lioifted his flag on board the Cumber-

landy at her inizei- iop-maft head, and faluted the admi-

ral with nintfKn guus, and was anfwcred with feventeen.

The H^^> Si Charhi delivered out a line of battle, and

**
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a rendezvous for Copenhagtn Roac]» or the Dahuuj near

Stttkholm^ with failing initrudtiohs. The f^venteenth, in

the morning, the fleet weighed, and kt fail from xhcNon^

On the 23d of the fame month, the fleet came to an anchor

in the Road of Coptnhagtn ; and on the 25th, Sir Charles

prefented his majelty's letter to the King of Dtnmark in

cabinet-council, dined with his Dani/b majefty the fame

day, and entertained the prince royal of Denmark (who

is at prefent king) on board his own (hip the next. On
the 6th of May^ the fleet under the command of Sir

Charles ff^ager, anchored near Stoekholm, The very ncx{

day Stephen Pointz^ Efqj his majefty's envoy extraordi-

nary and plenipotentiary, accompanied by Mr. Jackfin^

his majefty's refident, came on board the admiral The
8th, Sir Charles went up to thaft city with them } and on

the loth, had audience of the king of Sweden^ in tl^

prefence of feveral of the fenators, to which he was intro*

duced by Mr. Pointz, Sir Charles delivered a letter from

the king his malter, to his Swedijb majefty, by whom
he was \ety gracioufly received. The 14th of the iam«

month, the fquadron of Danijb men of war failed from Co*
penhagen for the Ifland of Bornholm^ in order to join th^

JBrifiJb Squadron, Thefe ceremonies over. Sir Charles

Wager failed with his fquadron to the ifland of Narginan
within three leagues of ^w//. There, on the 25 th of
May^ Captain Deane^ who had been on board the Port

Mahon^ nearer in with the (hore, returned on board th^

lerbayy and brought the admiral an account, that he had
fpokcn with a Lubeckery that came five days before froin

Petersburghy whofe mafter informed him, that there wer«
fixteen Ruffian men of war in the road at Cronflot^ with
three flags flying, viz. Lord admiral Aptaxin^ vice admi-

isj^ GsrdMf and rear adjiiiral Ssimdtrs -, that a great num-
•

.
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her of gallies were in readinefs, of which, but twelve

were at Cronjlot^ and the reft at Peter/burgh^ or ^-
burgh,

'

The admiral took the firft opportunity of fending his

majefty's letter to the Czarina, inclofed in a letter to hef

admiral Apraxin\ in which letter, his majefty expoftu-

lated very freely with her on the fubjedt of her armaments

by fea and land, and on the intrigues which her mini-

fters had lately entered into, with the agents of the Pre-

tender. It is faid, that the Ruffian court was very much
nettled at this appearance of a Britijh fleet upon their

coafts, and was inclined to have come to extremities, ra-

ther than endure it. But vice-admiral Gordon very wife-

ly reprefented to the council, that the RuJJtan fleet was

in no condition to venture an engagement with that of

Great Britain ; upon which, orders were given for lay*

ing it up, and for fecuring, in the heft manner poflible,

both it, and the gallies, from being infulted. In the month

of 'July, prince Menzikoff, who was then prime minifter,'

coming to Revel^ mutual civilities pafled between hirn

and Sir Charles Wager ; and his Highnefs, to fhew his

rci "vrd to the Englijk officers, frequently invited them to

bis own table. The Britijh fleet, while in this ftation,

was joined by a Danijh fquadron, commanded by rear-

admiral Bilie, and remained before Revel, *iill the 28th of

September, when, having received certain intelligence that

the Rujftam would not be able to attempt any thing that

year, he failed for Copenhagen, and from thence home,

arriving fafely at the Gunfleet, on the firft of November*

It muft be allowed, that Sir Charles Wager, performed on this

occafion, all that could be expeded from the wifdom and

DciU of an Englijh admiral ; fo that this expedition eTeflu-

ally anfwered its end, which ought to be confidcred as an

. honour
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honour to his memory, whether that end (hall be thought

right or wrong ', for that is a mere political difpute, which

neither can, or ought to affe(5t the character of the ad-

miral, in the lead.

Thi fleet that was fcnt to the coaft of. Spain, was com-

manded by Sir John Jenningiy and confifted of nine large

men of war, which were afterwards joined in the Medi'^

ierraman by feveral (hips that were cruizing there. The

admiral failed on the 20th of July from St. Heleni j and

on the 3d of Augujl, entered the bay of St. Antonio , which

alarmed the Spaniards exceflivcly, who immediately drewT

down a great body of regular troops towards the coaft.

When the fleet firft entered the bay, fome pieces of can-

non Were flred at the foremoft fhips but the governor

of St. Antonio prefently fent an officer to Sir John Jtn^

ningi to excufe it, and to affure him it was an a^ of in-

, difcretion committed by the governor of the fort, with-

out orders. On the 25th of the fame month, the fleet

arrived at Lijbon^ and was received there with all poflible

marks of refpedt j and Sir John Jenningi having received

a meflage from the king of Portugal, intimating that he

would be glad to fee him, the admiral landed, paid his

compliments to his ipajefty, and then returning on board

his fquadron, failed from the river of Lijhon^ for the bay

of Bulls, Tiar Cadiz y where he was treated with great

diftinftion, and had all the refrefhments he delired, fent

him, by order of the Spanijh governor. He cruized for

fome time after, ofl^ cape St. Mary*s, in order to wait

for the (hips 4hat were to join him. On the 7th of the

fame month, rear-admiral Hop/on, with four Briti/h men
of war, came into the river of Liflon, and one of the

ihips having loft her main-yard, and another having her

fore-maft damaged, the rear-admiral applied to our mini*

Hi!IP
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fter, Brigadier Dormtr^ who immediately obtained an or-

der from his Portugutzt majefty» for furni(hing every thing

ihatwas neceiTary out of his naval (lores. The 9th, his ma-

jcfty's (hips the IVinchelfea and Swallow^ which failed fome-

limc before for the Downs^ came into the entrance of the

river Tagus, and the next day proceeded to join Sir John

ymnings. It would be tedious for me to enter into a

farther or more particular detail of the motions oi this

fquadron, which foon after returned to Spithtad, It ii

fufficicnt to obferve, that it anfwered perfectly the ends

propofed by it, alarmed the Spanijh court to the higheft

degree^ obliged it to abandon the meafures then taking t«

the prejudice of Great Britain^ and gave fuch fpirits to

the party in Spaing which oppofed thufe dangerous coun-

cils, as enabled them to triumph over all oppolition. The
Duke de Ripperday who had been ktely prime minifter,

the very man who had negotiated the treaty of Vitnna^

by whofe intrigues the two courts had been embroiled,

took {helter, at the time of his difgrace, in the hpufe of

the Earl of Harrington ^ then Colonel Stanhope^ and our

minlAer at Madrid y and tho' he was taken from thence

by force, yet the terror of a Britijh fquadron upon the

coafl, prevailed upon the Spanijb court to lay afide all

thoughts of proceeding againit him capitally, which they

before intended, for betraying to the Britijh miniftry^

thofe very deiigns that occafioned the fending of this fleet

;

^d he foon after made his efcape from the caille of Se-

govia, and retired hither as to the only place of fafety,

from the refentment of his Catholic majeftjh Such were

the events that attended the expedition of Sir John Jin-

flings on the coalt of Spain : Let us proceed to the tranf*

anions iix the fFtJi-Indiis^

As
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As the execution of all the great dcfigns formed by the

Vitnna allies, depended entirely on the fupplics that were

cxpcdled fronii the SpaniJI) Wtji-hdm^ our miniftry

thought they could not take either a wifer or a bolder

mcafure, than fending a fquadron into thofe parts to block

up the galleons, and fo prevent their receiving thofe

fupplies. A fquadron was accordingly ordered to be

equipped for that purpofe, the command of which

was given to Franch Hofter, Efq; rear-admiral of the

blue, an excellent officer j but what his inftru<5\ions were

I am not able to fay, as having no better authority to

proceed upon than bare conjectures. He failed from Ply-

mouth on the 9th of Jpril 1726 j and though he had a

Tcry quick paflage, yet the Spaniards had previous notice

of his defign, by an advice-boat from Cadiz, fo that be-

fore he reached the BaJlimentoSy the treafure which had

been on board the galleons, and which that year confiil*

ed of about fix millions and a half llerling, was fairly

carried back to Panama, on the other fide the JJihmus,

On the 6th of Jum, vice-admiral Hofter anchored with-

in fight of Porto Bello j upon which, the governor fent

to know his demands. The vice-admiral anfwered with

great prudence and temper, that he waited for the Royal

George, a large South-Sea (hip, then in the harbour, which

had difpofcd of all her cargo, and had a very large fum of

money on board. The Spaniards, in hopes of getting

rid of fo troublefome a guefl, haitencd her away ; which

1 think was the greateft fervice this fquadron performed;

With refpedt to the blocking up of the galleons, that hits

been fo much talked of here at hdme, it was really %

dream, for his* remaining there three' weeks was time fuf-*

ficient to put it out of their power to return for that

(cafon ; and, therefore, his continuing there fix mofi^hf
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IS he did, till his fquadron, that had been the terror, he-

carte the jeft of the Spaniards, was altogether ncedlefs.

A little before Chrijimai he weighed, and failed for Ja^
tnaicay after fuch a lofs of men, and in fo wretched a

condition, that I cannot prevail upon myfelf to enter in-

to the particulars of a difafter, which I heartily wifli

could be blotted otit of the annals, and out of the remem-

brance of this nation. ^ . r-.-. ..v

' ;It happened very lucky for him, that there were at

that time, in the illand of Jamaicay a great number of

feamen out of employment, fo that in two months time,

his fquadron was once more mann'd, and in a condition

to put to fea ; which he dif" , and ftood over to Carthagena,

where he was able to do little or nothing j for the Spaniards

had by this time recovered their fpirits, and began to make

reprifals, feizing the Prince Frederick, a South-Sea (hip,

then at La Vera Cruz, with all the veflels and efFedta

belonging to that company, which admiral Hofier did in-

deed demand, but to no purpofe. He continued cruizing

In thofe feas, and fome of his (hips took feveral Spanijb

prizes, moft of which were afterwards reftored ; and in

this fituation, things continued till the vice-admiral breath'd

his laft, on the 23d oi Augujl 1727. But that, and what

followed, being without the limits of this workj I have

nothing farther to fay of this expedition, which whether

well or ill concerted at home, was undoubtedly executed

with great courage and conduct by this unfortunate com-

mander, who loft his feamen twice over, and whofc (hips

were totally ruined by the worms in thofe feas, which

created a mighty clamour at home, and was without

doubt, a prodigious lofs to the nation.

The Spaniards, intending to fJiew that they were not

kitlmidsiUd by thefe mighty naval armaments, proceed-
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cd in the- fcheme they had formed, of attacking the im-'

portant fortrefs of Gibraltar ; and towards the clofe of th^

year 1726, their army, under the count de lay Torres^

adtually came before the place. Our miniftry at home

haying had previous intelligence of this defign, ordered a

fmall fquadron to be got ready at Port/mouthy in the month

of December \ and on the 24th, Sir Charles Wager^ hav-

ing hoifled his flag on board the Kent^ as foon as the

ivind would permit, failed, in order to join rear-admiral

Hopfiriy for the relief of that garrifon, which he perform-*

cd very effeftually in the fucceeding year.

The parliament met on the 17th of January 1727,

and on the 23d of the fame month, the Houfe of Com-

mons came to a refohilion, that 20,000 men (hould be

allowed for the fea-fervice, at the ufual rate of 4I. a month

per man 5 and on the ift of the next month, they voted

199,0711. for the ordinary of the navy. The firft ufe

made of thefe extraordinary fupplies, was, to to fend once

more a fleet into the Baltici, where, it wasfaid, the Czarina

was preparing to attack the Swedes ; and afterwards to pro-

ceed to the execution of defigns which have been formerly

mcntioBed. On the 21ft of Jpril, captain Maurke, com-

mander of the Na//hUf was appointed rear-admiral of

the white fqwadron, and captain Rohert- Hughs, com^

mander of the Hampton-Court^ rear admiral of the blue

fquadron of his majefty's fleet ; and captain Rogers wa$

appointed to command the Naffau, in the room of admiral

Maurice. They were all three to ferve under Sir John

Norn's, who failed the latter end of that month, and ar-

rived on the coalt of Jutland, the 8th of May, anchored

in light of Elfinour the nth ; the next day, in the road

of Copenhagen ; the king of Denmark being at his palace

9X Fndericksburgh^ Sir John, with the Lord Glenorchy, his

H,h 2. Majefty^s

\\

Iff-
^ if I
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^ Maje(ly*s minifter at that court, waited on his Danijh Ma-
jcfty, and was extremely well received. But while he wa»

: • employed in this expedition, that event fell out, which puts

a period to our labours.

This event was the death of King GEORGE I.

which happened at his brother's palace in the city of Ofna-

hurghf 'June the nth, 1727, about one in the morning,

in the thirteenth year of his reign, and in the fixty-eighth

of his life. To fpeak without flattery, his Majefty was a

Prince of great virtues ; and had many qualities truly ami-

able. He was very well acquainted with the general intereft

of all the Princes in Europe^ and particularly well verfcd

in whatever related to German affairs, with refpedt to which,

lie always aded as a true patriot, and a firm friend to the

conftitution of the empire. As to his condudl, after his ac-

ccflion to the Britijh throne, his minifters were entirely

accountable for it j for he conflantly declared to them, that

his intention was to govern according to the laws, and with

no other view, than the general good of his people. He
was allowed by the belt judges of military fkill, to be an

excellent officer. He was very capable of application, and

underftood bu/inefs as well as any prince of his time. In*

his amufements, Le was eafy and familiar, of a temper very

fenfible of the fervices that were rendered him ; firm in his

friendship, naturally averfe to violent meafurcs, and as com*

pallionate as any prince that ever fat upon a throne.

-A^l ' t. .- 'h== ^^V^V'"
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Of King GEORGE I. 453

A LIST of the English NAVY, as it

flood at the Acceffion of the prefent KING,

Rates. N. of Ships

I.

II.

7

»3

Men.

5>46o

8,840

8,320

10,568

37,600

17,200

4,800

15s

140

3»58o

120

90

990

260

29

87

4
%
1

3
159

Total 283 64,514

',
.
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A General *

D E X
TO THE

i Third and Fourth VOLUMES*

r- N, B. No, ftands for Notes,
i.\

htyf.

ACC IDENTS, at fea, very remarkable, vol.4. io5

./^^w«, a gallant one, tJ. 3. 81. — Another 82. Be-
tween the Englijh and Spaniards at fea, vol. 4. 385 to 387.
Spanijh account of it, 389 to 397. See Nc. 396, 597.

^ddre/st a warm one to the king, vol* 3. 132. A joint one con-

cerning D««^/>^, vol. 4. 98. Of the admiralsj &c. to Qaeen
* Mary^ 257. From Cornwall 325
Admiraltyt board of, cenfared, vol. j; 233 and 388
^«/V«/f, promotion of, vol. 4. diandui
Jdvantagest to the allies, from the fiege of TouUn^ vol. 4. 29

No. ihidt
'*" from the treaty at I//«fj&/ '

.
"^
^

' 201
^i/ww/ar^, a fingular one, voK 3. ^^^
AlUancey a general one againft Trance^ vol. 3.

^^''~
256

>^f/Va«-company, exploits of, againft the French, vol. 3.

J76, to I78
AUtmonde admiral, his letter to the States General, vol 4. AV.

296
Allies, ZQxAyx^Qi, cenfured, vol.4. -.*i-'* ' - N^. 182.
ilAf^M/, taken, vol. 3. 44^ to 45

1

Alherotti, cardinal, his letter concerning Sicily, vol. 4. A^o. 371
to 373,-smdinanifeftoof,

^ AT*. 380, &c.
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[INDEX.
Alieantf city of, fiegc of, and the blowing up part of the caftlc

,

Sec. vol. 4. 108, to 1 1 2 No. ibid.

Anderjotiy capt. broke rol. 3. . % 467 No. ibid,

jintiy a roan of war, burnt, vol. 3- 31

Jinnapolii Royaly taken, and why fo called, vol. 4. 132 No. ibid.

Aniit queen, her acceffion, vol. 3. 318.—And bounties to the

failors, 375. No. ibid. —Vindicated, No. 388.—Her care of the

plantations, 4-'7,478.—Inftanccs of her royal care, vol. 4. 11,

And herfpeech upon the union, 13.—Her regard to merit, lOO.

And lYetcli on the furrcndcr of Barcelona, 2So.—Death and
charader of, 344

Ar^le^ duke of, his charafter, vol.4. 139 No. ibid.

Jttichsy cf the unicn, vol. 4. il

JlJJtentocontra^ (\gnt6y and the advantages thereof, vol. 4. 214
j^njwer, of a governor, a wife one, vol. 3. 165
j0>by. Sir Johtif vindicated, vol. 3. 68.—Acquits himfclf with
honour 83

Atkim^ Thomait his remarkable efcape, vol. 3, , No. 374.
Augujif a man of war, loft, vol. 4. 353
wi^Aw^r, admiral, his charafler, vol. 3. 233

B. , .

. •„ • • r. . /.,.».. ..k. ^ I . A

BAKERy admiral, account of, vol.4. ^^o* N«.J/^iV.

BaUicky Dutch Reetf deftroyed and taken, vol. 3. 163
JBa»(ra-b»yt aftion at, vol. 3. - - _ 9
Bani, a run upon it, vol. 4.

' '
- N0. 64

Marce/ona, city of, flegc thereof rais'd, by the affiflancc of the

., , Evglijhy vol. 3. 127--Befieged, and taken for the king of Bpfliriy

429, 430.—The fiege thereof raifed, 446, 447, No. ibid..—

Taken by the EngUJhy vol. 4. 179.—An attempt upon it, 318.

"Barty du Johny account of, vol.3. 345, 34^$, No. ibid.

Beaumont. Bafil, Efq; his death and charafter, vol. 3. 373 to

V. : . 375
Bellamont, Earl of, cenfured, vol 3. 240
Benbonvf John, admiral, expedition of, againft the French, vol. 3.

102 to i04..^Bis coQrage and gallant behaviour, 231. lio.

ibid. And meflage to the Spanifi governor, 232. Sent to the

Weft- Indies, 257. An account of his cx'pedition thither, 347
to 355. His braveryy courage, and great furprize, 252 and

354. Calls a court-martial, 355. vindicated, 358. His gallant

reply, 359. And death of, 360—Charafter of, vol. 4. 225.

His policy and courage, 230, 231. Beloved of the failors, 232.
Expedition of, to the Weft-Indies, 235. Received with fe-

vour by the king 236. Sent again to the Weft- Indies, !">,%.

His condufl there, 242. His behaviour and death, 245,246.
"

• .
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in' to E X;
fenhonUf yohfi, col. father of the admiral, his efcape and deathf

vol, j. 228, 229——' John, fon of the admiral, adventures of, vol. 4. 247 to

Benefits derived from the union, vol. 4.
'

' 5 to 8

Berkley, L,ord, refolution of, vol. 3. 14;. His empl«yments
and death, 316

Berry, S\x John, memoirs of, vol, 3. 273. His misfortunes, 274.
And bold reply, 276. His gallant behaviour and courage,

" 277,278. Knighted, 279. His fingular judgment, 280. And
untimely death, «vith his charafler, 289

Botingbrake, St. John, his letter to admiral Walker, vol. 4. No,

154, No. 159
Bourn, capt. his conduft and courage, vol. 4.

Bombardments, cenfured, and vindicated, vol 5.

$rancaccio, his bold anfwer, vol. 3.

Breft, an attempt upon, mifcarries, vol. 3.

Buccaneers, French, plunder Carthagena, vol. 3.

Burchetf fecretary, projefl of, vol. 3.

^«^/^r, capt. difcharged, vol. 4. .,.

Byng, Sit George, fuccefs of, vol. 3^ 425, 426. No. ibid' His
narrow efcape, vol.4. S^- Exploits of, and kind reception,

65. No. ibid. His inltru^ions in the Mtditerranean~expedi'

tion, 372. No. 574. And mefTage to the marquis of Lede, 382,

Protefts againfl the proceedings of the Germans, 41 3,. vindicatec?.

150
124-. 12?

329. No, ibid.

114 to 117
202

245
160. No. ibid.

.>

c.

CADIZ, expedition againd, without fuccefs^

No. ibid.

Calais, bombarded by the Englijb, vol. 3,
'

Cammock, an Irijh gentleman, his council flighted, vol. 4.

capt. his fuccefs, vol. 4.

vol. ^. i^i

146

397
107

72
2l6

Two,

No. ibid.

198

Cagiiari, city of, capitulates, vol. 4. V ,j

Cape Breton, given up to the French, vol. 4.

Captain, Dutch, a gallant one, vol. 5. 31. No. ibid.

Dutch taken

Carter, admiral, his deat^ and charafter, vol. 3. 66..

Carthagena, t^ken b> the French, vol. 3.

Carmarthen, Marquifs of, his bravery and danger, vol. 3. 114
His account of the attempt upon Breji, 117. No^ ibid. Aad un-
lucky miftake, 148. Promoted, .^ 365

Caffeh taken by the duke of Sao/o)', vol. 5. ' '
' x35

Cajlillot deCount> furrenders with his forces, vol, 4. ' 119
Catalans^ a people, given up by the Englijh, vol. 4.. 223.

Cathtrinti the Czarinaj difa&^ed to Gnat Britain^ vol. 4. 442

'.'1

f 1
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INDEX.
Cctu, the town and fort, rurrcoder of, vol. 4. U3« B.euk«9

by the Frencht 1 24
Cl/arlti II. his rpee^h to capUio Btrry^ Vol. 3, 275
Charles^ arch'dukeof jiaftria, Vifits £»jf/««/A vol. }. J70
» ' III. king of J)»ai/r^ Iniii letter to Sir John Leake, vol. «.

Aa 443. To the fame, No. 448, 449. Timely relieved by Sir

Jobttf 446. His requefl, vol. 4. 70, 7 1. No ibid. The
perplexity of his affairs I3I

C/?'«r/fi Xri. of »5au/<jV», intention of, vol. <^. 358. Killed, 403
Chrijlopher^ St. ifland of, reduced, vol. 3. 167
Charles^ Emptror, his prefcnt, and letter, to admiral Byng^ vol.

4- 401. His projects z^-xin^k Great Britain, 442
Churthillt George^ memoirs of, vol. 4. 33* to 337
Cobham, Lord Vifcounr, expedition of, vol. 4. 414 to 417
Coleby; capt. exploit of^^ vol. 4. No. 91
Commanderst French^ mifmanagement of, Vol. 3. 97. EngUJht

between the land, and lea, difputes, and differences of, 182.

And again in, 381 No. ibid,

Commercet with Snueden, prohibited, vol. 4. 359
Commepjf Houfe of, their care of the navy, vol. 3. 84,85. Vote

a large fupply for the fervice of the navy, 108 and 13c.

Addrefs of, concerning the navy, 2^4. Order a provifion for

\ wounded feamen, &c. 307. Relolutioi^ of, 418. and No*

437, and 478. Conduct of, 486. Reprefetitation of, to the

queen, vo). 4. 17:^. And addrefs 175. Another reprefenta-

tion of, No. 190.

Complaintst againlt the commiffioners of the navy, vol. 3. 387.
See No.

ibid.

Againll the admiralty-office, 418, 419
Confederacyy what it implies, vol. 4.

CcfnfiajfUy <japt. Iproke,^ vol. 3.

CVwy, WilUafftt capt. exploits of, vol. 3.

Coronation, a fecond rate (hip, loll, vol 3.

Corkf city of^ capitulatjes, vol. 3. 42. No.

made prifbner
'

Crofst capt. his trial, and punifhment, vol. 3.

Court, the condufi of, ga,ve great offence, vol. 4.

i^zart Fepri Emperoi^ made commander in chief of the confe-

derate fleet, vol. 4. 352. His defigns againft xht Swedes, ^z^.

. ^on^ludes » peace with the Stuedet, 42$

41 9» 420
No. 194

JS5- A'*- 3i6
461

Governor orj

43
434. No. ibid,

98

EBJTES, party ones, and their ccnfequences, vol. 3. i$Z

DeJava/f Sir Rajph, his letter to thi; Earl of Nottinghamm

vol 3. 68. Memoirs of, vol.4. 254. His letter to the Earl

of Nottingham, 258. Difmiffed the navy, 2(f4

feJ^arWf capt. deftroys the S^l/ee rov^iS| voU 4. 957
' '
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^t^mark, King of, his prefent to Lord Carttretf vol, 4.' 4^
Diep^ bombarded by the Enj^lifib^ voL 3. 120

Ditkts, Sir Thomas, admiral, exploits of, vol. 3. 370 to 373,
and 391, 392. An account of, and death, vol. 4.21, 22.

rio. ibid.

Difiimpert an epidemick onr, among the Tailors, vol. 3. 190
t)rummonclf capt. account of, vol. 4. No^ 249. His propofal,

250. See iV!». 251
Drury^ Robtrff redeemed from Aavcry, vol, 4. No. 2JJ
Do^or D'Jvenant, remarks of, concerning commerce, vol. 4.

341 to 343
DuCa^f his letter to admiral Benhonvt vol. 4. 24$
Dunbart capt. his extraordinary exploit, yol, 3, ^ 1^0
i)uftcannoH- cafile, taken, vol. 3. 40
Dunkirk, attempted by the tnglijb, vol. 3. 123. Again, 144,

14c;. Repaired, hurtful to England^ 347. "No. ibid,

Dunkirk, ordered to be demolilhed, vol. 4. 98, 99-'Fortifica«

tons of, to be razed 203
Durjley, I/trd, his diligence and courage, vol. 4. 82— Exploits

of, 104, 10^—His captures 103. No. ibid.

Dutchf their lofs againil the French, on the coafts of England,

vol. 3, 31— Exclaim againil the miniftry of England, 79—
Captains, make a gallant defence, 99.-rOfrended with the be-

haviour of the Englijb, JVb. 364—Oeconomy of, cenfured.

483—Conduft of, corifidered, vol. 4. No. 189 — Memorial
of, No. 192 -r- Gain great advantages by the peace, 197 •—•

In poifeflion of the Snjuedijh trade, 366

'

E. ^ ^

EAST-IND lA Company in Scotktnd and England, an as*

count of, vol. 3. 225 to 229. New and Old in England
united 26.1

Edgar, a third rate (hip blown up, vol. 4- 168. See No. 171
Engagement, at fea, between the Englt/^t Dutch, and French, vol.2*

29 and 6^
Englt/h, conduft of, cenfured, vol. }. 25, 27—Worfted by the

French, 3 1—Murmurings of, 79—Unlucky in intelligence, 148.
Expedition of, in fitting out (hips, remarkable, 156—Miniwy
amufed by the French, 344, 345. No, ibid.—SuccefTes of, and
viftories, 485—Worfted at fea, vol. 4. 41, 42—Lofs of, at

Canada river, 163. No. ibid.

• ' refugees, loyalty of, and advice, vol. 3. 192. No, ibid

Engagement, off of Malaga* an account of, vol. 4. 32Z

ffifuiry, into the condudt of the admirals, vol. 3. 106, 107. No*

Uid.'^lnto the mifcarriages by fea, vol. 4. S^» 5^
Mfigland^

;ii
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1 N D E if.

^HglanJt afliiTs tKe emperor to her own prejud'ee, ?o1. 4]! 3)
No. ibid.

Stittrprize, a bold and daring one, vol. 4. 21. Another, 290
Evirtztn\ account of the adion between the Dutch, Englijh, and

French, vol. 3. No. 36 to 38
Euffine^ Prince, differs with the duke of Savoy, vol. 4, No. 26.

His reply to the French miniller 9^
.Expedition againfl Canada defi^ned by the Englijh, vol. 4. 15;,

A0. ibid^ Mifcarriage Qf« 164. m 165;

F AIRBORNE, Sir Strafford, expedition, and exploits

of, vol. 3. 454, to 456
Falkland, Lord, cen{ured for indirefl practices, vol. 3. 106
£ire-Sbip, a large one, a defcription, and title of, vol 3. 10;.

No. 103, 104
Flnt, Englijh, granted the king of Spain, vol. 3. 17—A lift of,

under" admiral /J«^/, iVo. 49—i<r*«f^ account of, 50

—

Englijh,

a faftion among the officers, 57

—

EngVJh, and Dutch, undtr

admiral i?«^/, a lift of, A'o. 64, 65

—

French defeated, 71—
Lift of, at Malaga^ No. 408, to 410—'And of the French^

No. 41 o —f EngUfi from the Baltickt taken and deftroy-

ed by the French, 43 3. A^^. iW— From Virginia, part of,

taken by the French, 475

—

-Englip importance of, 487, 488,
'-—Englijh from Virginia, taken by the French, vol. 4. 137

Ftag^ Englijb, a terror to the French, and others, vol. 3. 487
/o^ at fea, an uncommon one, vol. 3. 384
Forbin, M. exploits of, vol. 4. 41 to 47
France, projcft of, vol. 4. 15—^And tru« p(Jicy of, 67-—A de-

X fcent upon, by the £»g-/^, without fuccefs, 80, 81—Amufe
the Eng/ijh court, 195

French, experience of, in maritime affairs, vol. 3. 4'»—Defeat the

Dutch and Spaniards, 5. No. ibid. Expedition of. No. 24—'
Land in England, 27—Forgery of, 35—^Carry fupplies to Ire-

land for King James'% army, 51—Their proceedings from the

conduft of the Englijh, No. 1 33—And apprehenfions of a vifit

. from the Engli/h, 142—Succefs of, and to what owing, 148
I ^-Projeftion of, 153—And fcheme, 155. No ibid.—The vi-

gilance of, 221—And vanity, 409. No.\io—Their conduft,

and policy, 468. No. i5///.—•Plunder St. ChriJiophers% 469. No.
• ibid. *—Worfted at Carolina, 474—Allegations of, 48*

y their zeal faves *toulon, vol. 4, 25 — Take, and burn fe-

veral Englijh Ihips, 44, 45—Their damages at Newfoundland,

\ No, 53—and attempt upon Scotlaitd^ ,.,j,j} 6»



I N D E 3f.

- • • G. . ^

A LWA Y, earl of, tkrentcti, vol. 4.GA LW A 7, earl or, tkfentca, vol. 4. f-^

Gtorge, Prince of Denmark, made lord high admiral, ?o!,

3, 3JC—Complained of» 418, 4i()—Thanked by the Com*>

mons, vol. 4. 66, No. 67—liis death and burial, 96—Bur-

net's account ot him, A'#. 9^
Ccorgt, King, arrival of, in England, Vol. 4, 348— Declares war

againit SivedeM, as Eledlor of Hanover, 354—Vifits Hanover,

357—His meflage 10 the Coqwnons, 360, and 3^9—His roy-

al grant, and letter to admiral Bing, 400. No ib.—His dan-

gerous p.iflage, 440—^Alfa his death ah<? cba»a£ter, - 453
Germany^ intereil of, hurtful to Great Britain, vol. 4. 367
Gibraltar, taken by the Englifi, ioV 3. 399. No. 400—Given up

to the crown of Great Britain, vol. 4. 206«—I'aken by the

Englijh, 319. No. ibid*

Gloucejier frigate, loft, with fome remarkable circum (lances, s8o.
No. 2&0, 28 K.

Codolphint Lord high treafurcr, his prudence, and fagacity, vol. 4.

4. No. ibid.—Fora:^ the fcheme oJF the union, 5-*Removea
from his office,

; ; ,
* 34

Grafton, duke of, killed, vol. j.' ' ^ " ,' 45
Grttn'ville, bombarded by the Eng/l^ znd Dutcht vol. 3. I4J
Cr^yden, admiral, his brave reply, vol. 3. 38i-«^vii;<i;^ated, 3S3.

No. ibid. Calls a counfel Qf war, 38^«.Laki afide and cenfured,

3«6, 387
Great Britain^ whence fo called » Vol. 4. 11

Groy, ifland of, plundered by the Eng/i/b, vol. 3, 161

Guifcard, marquis, defign of, ?ol. 3. '456
Cyllenburghf the iSw^i/^ ambMTiidorj fecured, vol. 4. 358—Dis-

charged, 363

HADDOC Kf captain, exploit of, vol. 4. 49
Hanover, treaty of, concluded, vqI. 4, 439 —.. Detrimen-

tal to Great Britain, 443—-The means ufed to fupport it,

^: .'X- / . i'--^.> 3 444
ffarcourtt Sir Simon, his great wifdom, vol, 4. li. N». 12, 13.

Hardy, Sit Tbomas censured, and acquitted, vol. 4. 40, 41, No.

ibid. See No. 61—His conduft and hardfhips, 179. No. ibid.

Harbours, French, det^royeu by the Engli^^ Vq|. 4. 135. hlo. ib'd.

Harlov}, captain ce.'{^,*'d, vol. 3. 211. No, ibid,

Havre dtGrace^ bon.;>arded by the EngHflj, vol. 3. 121. No. ibid

Herbert^ admiral, engages t^e French Rwt, vol. 3. 8—^Made j^rl

ofTomngtong. See Torringtoft.

HeJJe, prince of, killed, vol. 4^ 4^9
Jifrktrtf'Sit Edward, cenfured, vol. 3 290~Vindicated, 292

Hi/loriang



INDEX-
jiijlman, Frtncbf his improbable ilory, vol. 3. 2^
Bepfon, admiral, exploit of, vol. 3. 337— Rewarded by the

queen, 361. A^0. ibid,

Hofitrt Francisi admirali his unfortunate expediiion, vo). 4. 44^^
and 450

Hashes t captain, bravery of, vol. 4. 103
Hurricane, a violent o&e, vol. 4. 187^—A remarkable one at Ja-

maica, with an account thereof, 433 to 439
tiutcbitiit captain> his extraordinaky valOur and fuccefs, vol. 4.

X06 to 108

JACOBITES, plot of, vol. 3. Vo. 29
Jamaica^ ifland ofi plundered by the Fretrcb, Vol. 5. 179—

People of, their bravery

»

186
Jamest II- conduA of, in Ireland, vol. 3. 1 1—Places his hopes

in the army, 292
Jennings, Sir JobH^ convoys the king of Spain to Genoa, vol. 4.

141-—His expedition to 6):><i/;7 and Zi2V^0», 447,448
Jnftance^ a remarkable one, vol. 3. 26d
John/on, Sir f2r»r>, his bold anfwer, vol. 3. 474'

.
' captain, bis gallant behaviour, vol. 4. 1 14

Jofepb, Emperor, his ill-timed attemptt vol. 4. 20—And death

of, 140
y^Uiffe, capf.;!>!n; his bold attempt, and reward^ vol. 3. 1 56
journmlijit Dutch, a merry faying of| vol. ^. 143

-!.,.; .

K •i<^% uv
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KENNETH, lotADuffus, his brave^, vol.

j&r, commodore, ceniured, and complained

and in vol. 4.

kidd, WilTtem, captain, adventures of, vol

Killegrtw, captain, his valour and death, vol. 3,

nourable interment, and remarkable faying,

A^>^, Wiltiamf captain, account of vol. 3. 355,

Kirke, major-general, refolution of, vol. 3. 12-

donderrff

4. 136
of. Vol. 5' 475

No. 59
.3.238 to 245
133—His ho*

J 3.4, No. ibid.

No. 356^Shot
360

-Relieves !<»«-

H

LjS'HOGUE, action at, account of, vol. ;. 6^, 66
Lajer, Cbrijlopbert his plot and death, vol- 4. 43^

Leaie, Sir Jobn, exploits Of, vol. 3. 343—; Relieves G/^tf/r«r|

414, 415, No, }it4/.—Takes and deftroys feveral Fr/vfi^ Ihips,

. 423 10425— His propofal difcovered, 440—His fuccefsful

expedition in favour of Charkt III. of Spaing 441 to 4^4*-"
^

- ^ ^.^ ", \ ^
^

" » His
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INDEX.
t His expedition in favour of Spain, vol. 4. tiS, to 74—Promoted, 100—Made commander in chief, 135

teftock. Captain, an account of his captures, ^c. vol. 4. f^o. 363
Levingtoft, Col. projeA of, vol. 3, 237
Legg Gtorge^ Lord Dartmouth ^ memoirs of, vol. 3, 264—An ac-

count of his family^ 265—His valour, and promotions, 266^
' to 268, No. ibid'—His prefent from King Jamts, 27CJ No. ihitf:

Beloved by the faiiorsj alfo his loyalty and death, 271. No.

ibil

Ltnvis, XIV. of France, his fingular vanity, vol. 3, 50—And
views of, *o 6\^\Jixh England, 59—Deceived in his intelligence^

72 — His p.'udence vn the management of the navy, 89 — Pre-

tence of, for his breach of treaty, 254, No, 255 — His letter

to Cardinal Noailles, No. 404, 405—And generous fpeech, upon

the lofs of a brave officer, 433, No. ibid. His want of refo-

lution, vol. 4. i5—.And condud in naval affairs, 38, No, ibid.

His true fcheme, 63—And artful management of, II3

liji, of the Efigli/h and DaubHeet, vol. 3. dS^Oi French men
of war, in Toulon port, vol. 4. No. 24, 29

"Li/ZingtoK, coli pacifies th? foldiers, vol. 3. 184
Li/t/eton, commodore, his refolve, vol. 4* 146
^London, city of, the uncommon zeal, vol. 3. 34
ifiondonderryi city ofj holds out againil King JameSf vol. ^, 1

1
9—^

Js relieved by General Kirk, 13
'Lotdsf Houfe ot', their proteit, vol. 3. 310, to 31a

L»jl}eiy fuftained by the Engli/h^ in the Streights, vol. 3. g6 -^

and other places, 99, 100— At the bay of Gibraltar, 110,
No. ibid.'-ki Cameret bay, 1 17—-Of the French^ in the tVeft-

India, 187--Of the Spaniards at Carthagena, 198-- Of the

Englljh and French fhips, during thenar between them, No.l\^
to 221— fuftained by the merchants, vol. 4. 42, 44, 45,—Of
the Englijhy and French, in Queen Anht\ war, m. I20, 22

1

•Lordi, Houfe of^ their addreffes coneerning the navy, vol. 4. No.

57, to 60
tkundf, Coi* advice ofj vol. 3. ii

M.

AJORCJ, ifland of, taken by iU Ef?gli0, Vol. j.'

—
. . 453

\dagafcar, inhabited by pirates, vol. 3. 478Madai
Malaga, battle of, vol. 3. 40 1 to 403. W?. 405, to 405 —

'

i7-^«fi& account of it, 405 10407
rMalots^ St. bombarded^ rol. 3. 103—Almoft dcftroyed, 140,

J4£
.marca, St. his gallant behaviour, vol. 3. 43
Marlborough, Duke of, his plan, and fortunate expedition, vol;

3. 41 to 43—Made captain general, 320 — His perfonal

.iCOifage, A'o. 45S

•»

i:

Kk Alurtinsf



r^

I N D E Xv

Martini'i St. town of, alrooft deftroyed by the EngUJh^ ¥©1, ^.

i6i
Mary^ Queen, condudl of, and application to the Dutch^ vol. 3.

35» 3^~ f^^J" wifdom and precautions. No. 60— Her opinion

of the fea-officers, 63— An account of her death, i 30, No.

ibid.

Naxim, a political one, vol.4. 3.——A modern one, no
Mtefters, Mr. Inventor of the machines, called infernals, ?ol. 5.

122——Cenfurcd and deferts the fervice, 145
Meezf, admiral, his death, vol. 5. 205
Merchan/s, murmurinj^s of, vol. 3. 82 —And complaints of, 87,

No. ibid. The loyalty of, 488—And petition to parliament,

vol. 4. ^t^, No. ibid.

M'JJlnat citaclot of, furrenders, vol. 4. 415
Midjhipman^ the extraordinary cor.dudl of one, vol. 4. 42
Minijirji fchemes of, impracticable, vol. 3. 77. No. ibid.—Cen-

fured, 181—Blamed, No. 380
Minorca^ ifland of, reduced by the Englijh^ vol. 4| 74, 75

No.j^.yS
•———given up to the Ettgli/ht 207
MitcheU Sir Da'vidy faroured by the Czar, vol. 3. 213-—Me-

moirs of, vol. 4. 337 to 340
Mifcarriagesi in the vidlualling-office, laid open> vol.3. 16
Mon/erratf plundered by the French^ vol. 4. 186
Mordaunty captain, his courage and conduft, vol. 3. 4(^2, 463
Munderty Sir John^ expedition of, vol. 3. 322, 323 —Tried and

acquitted, 324.; Ni;. 325
N

j"

NAPhtSt viceroy of# his refolution, tol. 4. 379, N:
ibid.

.Navjft affairs of, badly managed, vol. 3. 57—Royal, an ab-

ftradl-of, in 1701, 317———Better manned than formerly, 481
—Lift of, at the death of Queen ^««, vol. 4. 346—Com-
manders of, at the acceffion of King Gtorge, No. 349—Lift of

at ihe death of King George I. 453
Ne'vif/ft admiral, ill treated by the Spaniards^ Tol. 3. 205—His

death and chara&er, 260
• Vsnx-foundlandt confirmed to the Bnvli/h^ vol.

J.
2 10

Nevisy plundered by the trench^ vol. 3. 4;^©, No. ibid.

NicJbo/fon, col. hifi condud: and courage, vol. 4. 1 30. Nt. i ^0,
y. 132
Nonisy Sir John, an account of, vol. 3. 207. See No. ibid, to 209
—Over ruled by the other officers, 210—His bravery, vol. 4.

21, 22—And expedition to Sardiniat Il8 to 124— Another

againft tlje Sivedest ijO to 3 5 3-^'And to the BaUickf 4^8
"

\ .
419

No'va Scotia^ taken by the Englijh^ vol. 4. * ~N(?. 15^^

jF"•
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index:
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564
ibid*

OFFICERS, two, Frtncb gercrofity, and gallant be ha-
viour of, vol. 3. I

J—Belonging to flags, blameable, 91—Of the navy, their difgrace and misbehaviour, 466, 4(»7, JNb.

ilU
Oncers, and engineers, accufe each other, vol. 3.

Ogle, captain, exploits, and flratagem of, vol. 4. 430,
Old-WhigSf charafter of, vol. 4.

Order, of council, concerning pirates, vol.4.

Orford^ earl of, refigns his employments, vol. 3. 235, iVo.

charged with countenancing pirates, 240—Defence, 242 to 245,
Ormonde, duke of, his motion, vol.3. 328, No. 329—Complaint

of, vol. 4. 314 No 315
OJlendy city of, taken by the EngUJh, vol. 3. 455
Oxford, earl of, his anfwer and defence, vol. 4. No. i P9. See No.

205 to 207—Vindicated, -,., . • 215

PARKE, col. murdered, vol. 4. 184
Paffaro-Cape^ adlion at, between the EngUJh and Spaniards,

vol. 4. 38510387
Palamos, bombarded by tke Engli/h and Spaniards, vol. 3, 137
Pardon, to the fea-captains, promifed by King James, vol. 3.

28
Teace, concluded, with France, vol. 3. 216—Between Sweden,

and Denmark, 251
Pembroke, earl of, made firft commiflloner of the viflualling of-

fice, vol. 3. 1 7—Made lord high admiral, 258—His conduft

i and prudence, 259—His publick fpirit, and charafter, 320 No.

320, 321 — Again promoted, vol. 4. 96—Refigns all hi»

places, 1 1

1

Peterborough, eat] of, leaves his fon in great danger, vol. 3. 462
Petit, col. killed, vol. 3. 450
Petit Guavas, a neil for pirates, dellroyed by the EngUJh, vol. 5.

204
Philip, king of Spain, misfortune of, vol. 3. 423, No ibid.

Phips '$i\x William^ his fruitlefs expedition, vol. 5. 169 — Vindi-

cated, 170
Pilots, Dutch, cenfured, vol. 3. 125
Piacentia, attempt upon, imprafticable, vol. 4. 166, No. ibid

Pope, of Rome, kept in awe by the EngUJh fleet, vol. 4. 79. N.
ibid,

Port-Mahon, Taken by the Engli/h, vol. 4. 74
PertRoyaly reduced by the Engli/h^ vol. 3. 168—Burnt, 577
Portugalf king of, brought oVer to the allies, vol. 3. 562— And

th« rcafons why, • • 483.4^4
Psrtti--

i
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fortugut/e, fire upon the Engtijhy vol. 5. ^1^^
« behaviour of, vol. 4. 17, Inroleoce of, 427, 4281

fretender, a name diftinguUhed, vol. 4. ^
fritchard^ captain, exploits of, voL 5. nj
Prmateerst Iprencht their pyratical knowledge, vol. 5. 195.
And barbarity of, vol.4. i$(J. Engli^, plunder the French
coafts, 158

Ttoclatnation, concerning pirates, iflfued out, vol. 4. ^65
^proceedings, of a court -martial, in the Wejilndiei^ vol. 4. 2^, 92

9?
Vromot'ionSy at court, vol. 4. I76
J^ur'viij captain, his brave exploit, vol. 4. , •-.

94
•

Q-

aU E E ]^y of Portugal, comes to England, Vol, 4. 83^
Returns to Liibon in the Ro^al Ann, 84. Her entertain-

. OiCiit at Portfmouthf and prefents to Dhe officers,
_^

hlo, 85

R. " •

REJ S ON, why the failors are backward to man the navy,

vol. 3. 107 —-Of ourbadSucccfs at fca, in the war with

France, 2 16 to 223;

JRfport, a political one, publiihed by ibe Dutch^ vol. 3. 300
Rehellionf ia Scotland, an account of, vol.4. 3^1;

JRe/o/ution, a feventy gun (hip burnt, vol. j. 463
«

.
' a Ihip belonging to the rebels taken, vol. 4. 432

Reivards, the efficacy of them, vol.3. 150 No. ibid,

Ryddal, Capt. his gallant behaviour, vol. 4. 106
Mighy, Capt. taken in the jjPrr»Ci&fcrvice—Makes his efcape, vof.

4. 142* ^0 I43«

Bipterda^^t Duke, his efcape, and why, vol. ^, 44S
Foberts, a pirate, an account of,, vol.4. 43*^» 43'
Rogers, Woodes, Capt. reduces the pirates, vol. 4. 403, 404
^ooke, Sir Gecrge, his good fervices, and bold attempt, vol. 3^

12, 14.'—His perfonal courage, 67,—Knighted 86.—Difficul-

ties of, 91—Oatfails his orders, 92, No. /^/V.—His opinio©

. over-ruled, 93—And his prudence in danger, 94—Vindicated

by ilrangers, 98, No. ibid. — Condu^s the vidualling (hips

to the fleet, iC2'—Made commander in chief, 151—Hispro-
, pofal, 159—And brave reply to the King of Siveden, 252-r»

ii is policy, N§. 258.—Attacks r/^(7, and deftroys, and takea

the Frencbihiips, and galleons, 334 to 339, No. ibid. Received

^he thanbs of the Houfe of Commons, 561—Acquitted by the

. Houfe, No. 362, 363—-His fchemc and ficknefs, 367, No. ibid.

I ipfcorts the King of Spain, 389, No. ibid. His concern foir

the honour of the Englijb flag, 390

—

No. 590, 3 9 1.—And dif-

|cu^ties of, 392, 393,—Cenfurcd, 396r~Engages the Frenck
'

^cet^
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• Detf» 4QI to 4D3««>Returns with applaufci 4129 and vindicit*

ed, 4i3<—Refigns the command of the fleet, 420-i-His exploits^

Ko. 421—His courage on the coafts of Ireland^ vol. 4? 293.
Burns the French (hips at La Hogue, 29c.—Rewarded, and
honoured by King William 297—His conduft and Promotion,

300, 501—His projeft, 303, No. ibid. Takes a fleet of
SiMedifif merchant-meo, 304, No, ibid. His Heady principle,

308. His viftory at Vigo^ 311.—'Receives the thanks of the

Houfe of Commons thereupon, with his anfwer, 311 to 313
His defeace, 3 14.-—His reugnation, charader, death, and epi<

taph, 3*8,329,330
J^ochefier^ Earl of, his Angular fentiment, vol. 3. 131
Royal- Sovereign burnt, with an account of her, vol. 3. 154. No,

ibid, and 1 55
Ru/jfel^ EdtJuard, Admiral, cOnvoys the Queen of Spain, vol. 3.

17—His conduft vindicated, 19 — Made commander in chief,

48—His difficulties, ^4—Vindicated, 56—His bold attempt,

62, and difappointment, 76—Acquitted by the Commons, 84
Difmifled from his command, 85. Re-inftated 111. Pro-

cures leave for the Jlgerims to view the Englijh fleet, 126.

No.ihid. His difficulties, and prudent condudl, 127, 128. Returns

fafe to Englandy 138. Promotion of, 212. Created Earl of

Orfordy vol 4. * 303
S.

AILS,
Seihrs,

of, vol. 4. 22, No. ibid. Not* to be prefled in the Weft-

Indies 109
Savoy, Duke of, his refolution, 20. Pafles the Var, 22. Blamed*

No. 26,28. Take* the fortrefs of ^a^Kz, 29
Sardinia, ifland of, reduced by the Znglijh^ vol. 4. 72, An ac-

count of it,

Saxe Gotha, Prince of, killed, vol. 4.

Sachevirel, fFiUiam, his gallant refufal, vol. 3.

Schemes, to annoy the Frenchy vol. 3. 112.

France, abortive,

Schomberg, Duke of, lands in Ireland, Vol. 3.

Scots, fettle a colony at Darien, vol. 3.

Scotland, in confufion* vol. 3. 152.

union, vol. 4.

Sea-breeze, an uncommon one, vol. 3.

Settees, French, feveral laken, vol. 4.

s
Engliffj, not fo good as the French, vol. 3. 20^

f, Engiijh, aregiftry of, kept, vol. 5. 165. Courage

No. 71
17

Of a defcent on

456,457
»4

230
Its advantages from the

No. 12

70
^herriff-mooKf battle of, vol. 3. 356. Ships of war, Englijh, ta-

ken and deftroyed by the ¥rench% vol.4. 47. Two taken

after a gallant defence. No. \\6, 1I7. French taken and

burnt hy t\iQ Englijh, No. 133, 134. knglijh feized by tha

Spaniards, 402. Swedijh taken, and (Jeemed prixes, 304, 305
. Sec.
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.. Sec N». 306. l^»£///55 taken by the Swedes, 5 50^ Spafip^

burned by the French, 409. Spanijb deftroyed by the allies, 41a
Shovel, Sir Cloude/ley, ilratagem of, vol. 3« 53. Expedition of,

368, 569. His letter concerning Malaga fight, No. 404.
^Attempts ^arf^i{?«^, 428, 429, No. ibid- His letter to Prince

George, <No. 431, 432. His expedition to the Mediterranean,

456 to 460. His bold declaration to the Portugueze, 459. His

^ magnificent entertainment, vol. 4. 21, No. itid. And reply

1^ to the Duiie of 6«i;9', 23. Call away, 30. His Burial, 31.
No, ibid. Memoirs of, 265. Sent to the Dey of STrj^i^/)' 267.

, . Honoured by king William, 269- Conduft of, 2751 No. 276,
His couiage, 276. And brave rcfentmcnt, 282. His charader,

and infcription on his monument, 290, 191
Sicily, Ifland of, given to the emperor, vol. 4. 369
Sieur Pointis, his plan, and defign, vol 3. 192, N». ibid. Cha-

raftcr of, 197, ard ill behaviour, 200. His narrow cfcape,

201 and 210
South Sea company, incorporated by parliament, vol. 4* ^35 ^"^^

2 13

South-Seas, riches of, difcovered, vol. 4. 209. No. 210
Sfain, king of, demands imp.ffibilities, vol 3. 129. Acceeded to

the quadruple alliance, vol. 4 421. Expedient of, 445
Spaniards, affairs of, in a bad condition, 127 and 135, No. ibid.

Diftreffed by tht French, 1 7 9. Mifcarriages of, ^60, No. ibid.

Defign of, mifcarries, vol. 4. 406, 407. Save their treafure,

449. Seize ihe Prince Frederick, 4c 0, and attack Gibraltar,

Spanijb admiral, bVwn up, vol.4. 89. Rear-admiral taken, 90.

Difputes of, wereg.ound of complaint,

Speech, a remarkable one, vol. 3.

Smyrna, fleet, deftroyed by the French, vol.5.

Stair, earl of, his charader and abilities, vol* 4.

A ftickler for the union,

Stanhope, general, taken, vol.4. ' "^

»" Mr. his conference with Alberoni, vol. 4- 37

j68
476

97
No, ibid.

10

138

376.

384
373

No.And letter to admiral Byng,

Storm, in November, a dreadful one, an account of, vol. 3.

to 375, No. 373 to 376
Suffolk, a man of war, unfortUi^atcly blown up, vol. 3 467
$ums, large ones, granted to carry on the war againit Spain, vol.

4. No. 115
Sunderland, earl of, his fuperior judgment, vol. 3. 138. And

letter lo g^ntrzX Stanhope, vol. 4. No. 16
Supply* a very great one, granted for the navy, &c. Vol. 4. 62

and 98. For the payment of the navy, 13$

^MfiMM, attacked by the French, vol.4. 186
S«^^«.-»:



v: TALMASH^ general, his bold reply, vol. 5.

Tinmoutht burnt by the Frencbt ^o\. 3.

INDEX.
^ufpenjion, of arms agreed upon, between the Englifo and Fnticb,

vol. 4. 18}

Siuedt/tt a proje£l Co \ttack, and difmember it, vol. 3. 247

T
116

-> - 35
*rhomp/ofh ff^iUiam, his gallant exploit, vol. 3. 149
To/Zet, captain, account of, and bravery, vol.4. 101 to icK}

T^ories, and whigs» both gainers by the peace, vol. 4. 199
Torrington, earl of, refigns his office,, vol. 5. 17. Imprifoned, 38,

Tried, and acquitted, 46, 47, Lofes his commifTion, 48. His
valour when a captain, 28;, 286» and narrow efcape, 287.
His expedition to the Mediterranean^ 289. Difgraced, and

why, 290, 29 1 . Enters into the fervice of the States, 293.
His charader by Burnetf 291, and 294. Made comn)and«r

r,,j of the Dutch fleet, 295. His letters to the failors, 298. And
pcrfonal behaviour, 304. Ennobled, and received the thanks of

the Houfe of Conramons, 305. His anfwer to the Speaker, 306.
And conduft approved of by the Dutch, 308. His JJetcnce

before the parliament, 113. His charader as a peer, and
death, 51c

fouhnt attempted, vol. 4. 22— Bsfieged, 26— The fiege of,

raifed, and why, Ko. 27, x%
Toiunjhend^ lord, difmifled, Vol. 4. . 361
^rade, flourilhed, when, and why, vol. 3,

' • 487,488
Triple-Alliance^ concluded, vol. 4. 369

V. V \

VERNO'Nf captain, report of, vol. 4. 147
f^iga, and fort St. Sebajiian, taken by the Enghjh, vol. 4.

415 10417
i^'/Vz-admiral, Spani_fih, killed, vol. 4, 148
P'incenti captain, exploit of, vol. 3. 378
Unanimityy wanting, in the officers, iind engineers, vol. 3. 147
C/«rfl/?«{^j, and their fources, vol. 3. 153
Vnderdonjjy captain, John^ expedition of, vol. 4. 50 to 5 5
Vnion^ between the two kingdoms, defeated, vdl. 4. 2—Deem-

ed imprafticable, 3—Oppofed in Scotland^ 9, No. ibid, corn-

pleated, 13
Utrecht, treaty of^ flgned, vol. 4. 197

W.

5 (J, 'No, ibid-

360
WADE, Cooper, captain, condemned, vol. 5.

Shot.

Wager, admiral, protefts the trade in the PTe/I- ladies, vol. 4, 86
No. ibid. His chara^s^, 87, And bold attack oi the galleons

an

1,

•t
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«nd their tonvoy, 89, No> ibid. His conduft, courage, vm
tfuccefs, 90, 91. Hw upright behaviour, 91. Received with

^lonour^ and rcf^ft, 109. His expedition to Stockholm, ice.

444 to 447
l^fl^'Tf animmenfe fum, due to the failorsi vol. 3. 107

Walker, Sir Hovitidtfi, his inftruAions* voi.^. 156. And difap-

pointment of, at JtftnvEnplandt 160. Vindicated, No* 169*

tlis advice to colonel DougLs, 184
WalpoU, Galfridut, captain, his bravery, vol. 4. 127

Wmlpolt, Mr. and others, rtfign their places, vol. 4. ^61

Wakon, Sir Georgef fidelity of| vol. J. 351 » No. ibid. His ex-

ploit and letter, vol. 4. 388. No. ibid,

nar, declared .a^infl; Franct and Bfain, vol 3. 326. Againfl

Spain, vol. 4. 40^
Ways and Means, to man the navy, vol. 3. No. 43'/

Wheelert Sir Francis, expedition of, nitfortumite, vol 3. 108 to

1 1 1. -r- Another againft Martinico, 173, 174— His conduft

rewarded, 1 76

Ifhetjlone, , admbal, his proclamdition, vol. 3. 377. And ex-

pedition to the Weji' Indies, 464 to ^6f
Whitaker, Sir Edward, keeps the peace in //«4'» vol. 4. 77

And takes feveral prizes, 101
I^TiT/wttj, Mr. rewarded for his bravery, vol. 3. 150
William HI. difficulties of, 36. His judgment and knowledge

of mankind, 9, 10. Embarks for Ireland, 25. His concern

for the defeat of the Duleh, 44, Examines the fleet at Spil-

head, 85. His fpeech to the parliament, 105 and 130. Dif-

folved the parliament, 151. His jufl observation, 193. Sends

affiilance to ^z Swedes, 248. His coolnefs of temper com-
mended, 252. Vindicated, No. 200. His death and cba-

rader, 262, 263. His freedom with, and kindnefs to, admi-

i-al Benhvw, vol. 4. 237, 238. And reply concerning Sir

Ctorge Rooke, 307. Aifiils the Swedes, and cenfured, 307
g 308, Nd. ibid

Wilmot, Riktrt, expedition of, vol. 3. i82~His ftramge beha-

viour, 184 to 186, and condudl cenfured, 187, i88-^Hi8
riches and death, 19b

Wincbefter, a man of war, loft, vol 3. 190, No. ibid.

Wood, T^«<;/, captain, his complaint, vol. 4. No. 5 S to 66
Wolfenbuttel, princefs of, then queen of Spain^ an atcount o^

vol. 4. 72, No. ibid.

^f>M, J^tfi^i^, his conduA and death, vol. 3« i1^

Wright^ Lawrence, expedition of, vol. 3. 165 to 167

fright. Sir Ksbirt, his baibarityi vol. 3. ^9
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