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CANADA AND LATIN AMERICA: CHALLENGE AND RESPONSE

“The Latin American area is one that has been
Sadly neglected by our schools, colleges and news-
Papers, ** the Secretary of State for External Affairs,
f'- Paul Martin, told the Second Annual Banff Con-
erence onWorld Development on August 24, ‘‘but there
e hopeful signs that this situation is changing...
ere are indications that in our university world
Oore attention will be given to Latin America, its
IStory, its economic and social problems and its
Cultures and languages.’’
Mr. Martin’s address continued as follows in part:
c «..As is well known, there has been significant
anadian investment in Latin America, some of which
ates back many years. The best-known case is the
t}‘l‘ tantial investment in public utilities in Brazil,
t?“gh there is also Canadian investment in elec-
'ical enterprises and mines in some other countries.
one time, some of our life-insurance companies
®re active in the area, but this has been less so in
re‘:ent years. Several of the Canadian banks are
Wp‘esented in Latin America, notably in the Common-
alth countries and territories of the Caribbean,
i also in the island and neighbouring mainland
Publics,
th 0‘_" trade with the Latin American republics —

at is, apart from what we formerly called the West
al iles _ was valued at some $650 million in 1963,
'ni?l‘}t $270 million being Canadian exports and $380
out lon imports. Of the latter, it is only right to point
W) to keep things in proportion, that nearly two-

'ds of our imports from the area consist of petroleum
Ucts from Venezuela. Our total commerce with
€ Latin American republics constitutes only 4 or 5

Prog
th

per cent of our world trade, but I consider it has
greater significance than this figure might suggest.
For one thing, we have an interest in diversifying
our trade outlets so that they are not confined to a
very few, though important, markets. Furthermore,
because of the economic potential of Latin America,
I think that the area deserves our special attention
so as to establish a basis on which to build in the
future.

It could be added. that Latin America has received
a very large share of the total of export financing
provided by the Canadian Government through the
the Export Credits Insurance Corporation. Some $100
million of such credits have been extended to four
Latin American countries in the past three years,
‘notably for paper-mill equipment and related engi--
neering setrvices in Chile and for locomotives and
rails in Mexico. ‘

CANADIAN MISSIONARIES

One of the most significant elements of the Canadian
presence in Latin America is the number of Canadian
missionaries in the area. There are now some 1,500
Canadian Catholic missionaries setving throughout
Latin America. These include parish priests, mem-
bers — both men and women — of teaching orders,
nursing sisters, and social workers. This is a devel-
opment of quite recent years — indeed, much of it
over the last four to five years. The majority of the
Catholic priests and nuns are French-speaking Can-
adians, although there are a number who are English-
speaking,
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I should also mention that the Canadian Protestant
churches are also active in Latin America, notably
the Baptists, who have been in Bolivia for some 60
years, Various evangelical churches run hospitals,
schools and other institutions.

There is naturally a special affinity between
French-speaking Canada and Latin America. We share
the same broad Latin culture. The FProvince of Quebec,
also, has a further link through its legal system,
which, like that throughout Latin America, is founded
in Roman Law and is largely codified in accordance
with the common model of the Code of Napoleon.
The French-speaking Canadian can often, more read-
ily than his Anglo-Saxon fellow citizen, learn the two
great languages of Latin America, Spanish and Port-
uguese, These factors taken together constitute a
most valuable asset for Canada in its dealings with
Latin America, of which we are making gteater and
greater use,

Increasing interest is being shown by Canadians
in the numerous professional, scientific and other
learned conferences of the Americas. Because this is
an activity in the private sector, it is rather difficult
to tabulate and measure, One .thing is certain —
whenever Canadians have gone to these non-official
conferences of an inter-American character, they
have been given a very warm welcome. I was inter-
ested to see a little item the other day to the effect
that Canadian medical schools were participating in
a Pan-American Federation of Medical Schools and
at this moment ate being represented at a meeting in
Prazil by two deans of medical faculties, one French-
speaking and one English-speaking.

I should hope that our universities, professions
and' intellectual groups would deliberately take a
more active interest'in the organizational and insti-
tutional life of ‘out  hemisphere as ‘a whole, While
governments can lead and can do much, a broad and
firm public interest in ‘an area like Latin America
requires, to ‘an even greater extent, active partici-
pation of Canadians in temms of theitr occupations and
their cultural pursuits. There is a need for closer
relations ‘within the hemisphere on a people-to-people
basis, and I should hope that this conference would
be one means by:which wider Canadian interest in
the area would be developed.

GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES
By the end of 1961, Canada had established formal
diplomatic relations with all the republics in Latin
America. This, of course, included, and still includes,
Cuba. This process started with the establishment of
missions in Argentina and Brazil early in 1941, There
was a commercial representative in Puenos Aires
even before 1900 ‘and trade commi'ssioners in several
of the major capitals before the First World War, There
are now 14 resident diplomatic missions, apart from
the three offices in the Commonwealth Caribbean.
Also-in1961, Canada became a full member of the
United  Nations FEconomic® Commission' for Latin
America, followinga period of observer status, This,
of course, is one of the four Regional Economic
Commissions of the United Nations. Since then,
Canada "has regularly attended its meetings at its
headquarters in Santiago, and has gone to its major
conferences elsewhere.

. officials went to the ‘second meeting of experts of
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Canada became a memher of the Postal Union of |
the Americas and Spain as early as 1931, This is |
a regional organization linked with the Universal
Postal Union but not associated with the OAS.

‘Some inter-American conferences are convened oft |
a non-0OAS basis and have been attended by Canada.
Perhaps the most recent example of this type of
conference was the meeting of the govemors of the
central banks of this continent in Guatemala last
April. The Govemor of the Pank of Canada attended,
played an active rle and was elected to the agenda
committee for the second meeting, to take place @
year later.

Over the years a number of Canadian cabinet
ministers have made visits or special missions to
Latin America. I have tentative plans for a visit t0
several Latin American countries around the end 0
this year and I know that other ministers would like
to visit particular countries or areas. We must broaden
our contacts with Latin America. k

In tum, we have had in the past a number of dis* |
tinguished visitors from Latin America. The most
recent was a visit in July of the Venezuelan Ministe!
of Mines and Petroleum. He held talks with. many
petsons in Ottawa, mainly in connection with the
export of petroleum products from his country 0
Canada, a matter of great importance to the Vene”
zuelan economy.

CANADA IN THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM
The OAS is the senior political body of a complex of
organizations and agencies which has been calle
the Inter-American System. Canada has had rathe
more association and experience with these inst’
tutions than is usually thought to be the case. Caf’
ada is a full member of three agencies linked wil
the OAS: the Inter-American Radio Office, since it
was : formed in1937; the Inter-American Staﬁstic“l!.
Institute since 1943, shortly after it was created; and
the Pan-American Institute of Geography' and Histofy! |
since 1961, It has also sent observers to conference® |
of other specialized organizations and agenci®
concerned with such varied matters ‘as public healt
Indian affairs, and the peaceful uses of atomic enerdy’ |
Canada has sent delegates or observers to 8% |
increasing number of conferences called by the OA°
in various fields of transportation and communt
cations. For ‘example, a few weeks ago, Canadid

civil aviation, which met in Santiago.
Consideration ‘is given from time to time to th® |
possible participation as members or otherwise y
some of the technical functions and activities °
bodies related to the OAS of which Canada is 1%
alteady a member. The decisions depend both on th°
‘Canadian interest involved and the extent to whi
we can make a useful and effective contributio® |
A Canadian observer group attended a speci? |
meeting of the Inter-American Economic and Soci
Council (one of the important organs of the 0A) |
held in Uruguay in 1961, at which the Alliance fof
Progress was launched as a co-operative program
of self-help, local reforms, development plans and
outside financial and technical assistance, Sin‘
then, Canada has been represented by observers T |
the annual meeting of the Inter-American F.C0S0C

(Continued on P- 4
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CANADA AT UN NUCLEAR CONFERENCE

The Canadian delegation: to  the  Third United
Nations Intemational Conference on  the Peaceful
Uses of Atomic Energy, which opened in Geneva
on August 31 and will continue until September 9,
is headed by Dr. W,B. Lewis, senior vice-president,
Science, Atomic Energy of Canada Limited.

The conference, which is emphasizing nuclear
Power plants, new industrial applications of nuclear
energy, and related technical topics, is sponsored
by the United Nations with the co-operation of the
International Atomic Energy Agency, Vienna, and is
takiﬂg place in the Palais des Nations, the European
headquartets of the UN.

DELEGATES AND ADVISERS

Other membets of Canada’s delegation are: Py, "G CL
aurence, president, Atomic Energy Control Board;

LF, McRae, president, Canadian Nuclear Association;
'_A- Grinyer, director, Atomic Energy of Canada

leited; and Dr. J.W.T. Spinks, president, University
of Saskatchewan.

Among some 3,000 conference patticipants are
about" 50 Canadian advisers from Atomic Energy of
“anada Limited, Eldorado Mining and’ Refining Lim-
ted, the Atomic FEnergy Control Board, the Depart-

‘Ment of Mines and Technical Surveys, the Department

Of' External Affairs, the Hydro-Electric Power Com-
Mission of Ontario, McMaster University and private
ndustries.

Twenty-six Canadian papers have been accepted
by the conference committee. Most of these report on
Pogress made in Canada’s development programme
N heayy-water power reactors fuelled with natural
lll‘anium‘ :

CANADIAN EXHIBIT

Canada is one of 18 nations presenting an exhibit at
the conference. The Canadian exhibit occupies 3,000
square feet of space and includes models of the
200,000-kilowatt Douglas Point Nuclear Power Station
now nearing completion on the eastern shore of Lake
Huron, the 20,000-kilowatt Nuclear Power Demonstra-
tion Station that has been in operation since June
1962 near Rolphton, Ontario, and the WR-1 reactor, an
engineering test reactor under construction at the
Whiteshell Nuclear Research Establishment, Pinawa,
Manitoba. :

The Canadian exhibit also includes a six-ton
cancer-therapy machine; 328 such machines designed
and built by AECL Commercial Products, Ottawa,
have been installed in clinics in 39 countries.Various
sections of the exhibit have displays showing fuel
for nuclear power stations, research equipment, and
the uranium mining industry.

Three booklets describing the technical achieve-
ments of the Canadian nuclear programme have been
specially prepared for presentation to the official
delegates from other countries. A reference library
displays 1,200 scientific publications of Atomic
Energy of Canada Limited.

Three films, featuring the Douglas Point Nuclear
Power Station, the Nuclear Power. Demonstration
Station, and the Canadian nuclear programme in gen-
eral, are being shown in the conference theatre and
in a section of the Canadian exhibit.

Contributions to the Canadian exhibit were made by
various AECL divisions, Canadian General Electric
Company Limited, Canadian Westinghouse Limited, the
Department of Mines and Technical Surveys, Denison
Mines Limited, and Hawker Siddeley Canada Limited.
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ANEW AIRPORT AMENITY

ﬂalAir Canada passengers at major Canadian termi-
S may soon make the walk between airport termi=
wl and aircraft through weather-protective ‘‘walk-
ays’’, The Canadian carrier is discussing with the
p:paftment of Transport the installation of covered
Ssenger-loading - systems at such terminals as
e(:"t_"EGI, Toronto and Vancouver. At the first two
®tminals, the walkways will probably be adapted to
t?le existing terminals, while the proposed new
ra‘;mln_al at Vancouver will have walkways incorpo-
ed in the design.
n"I:he-walkways are, in essence, covered bridges
Wa::llng- from the passenger waiting-room to the for-
to'th aircraf t door. One end is permanently attached
the € terminal while the other is moved to and from
yelalrcl'aft for passenger loading and deplaning,
ectrically-operated motors.

te

PIMENSIONS

fee walkways will range in length from 45 to 75

A depending on the terminal, and will be used for

aitcrPresent DC-8 jet and “Vanguard’’ turbo-prop

o aft now in use, and for the new DC-9s scheduled
delivery to Air Canada in 1966. They will be

seven to ten feet above the ground at the aircraft
entrance, depending on the aircraft they are setvicing,

Installation at Montreal could begin late in 1965.
Up to 15 loading bridges would be installed at major
terminals. : ; ;

Besides protecting passengers from the weather,
the loading bridges will substantially speed loading

. and unloading times and help protect the aircraft

interiors from weather damage.

Because the passengers are in a protected area,
it will be possible to start the engines before depar-
ture, thus improving the departure schedules.

* % ¥ ¥

VISIT OF NORWEGIAN MINISTER

The Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Mr. Paul Martin, has announced that Mr. Halvard
Lange, the Foreign Minister of Norway, will visit
Ottawa from November 6 to 8.

Mr. Lange will have talks with the Prime Min-
ister and the Secretary of State for External Affairs.
It is expected that NATO questions will be among
the subjects reviewed, as well as co-operation

between  the two countries in the United Nations,

especially in the peace-keeping field.



CANADA AND LATIN AMERICA:
CHALLENGE AND RESPONSE
(Continued from P. 2)

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE

Last November, 1 announced that the expanded pro-
gramme of Canadian economic assistance to under-
developed countries would include additional lending
resources, which, in the case of Latin America,
would be provided in close co-operation with the
Inter-American Development Bank. Discussions have
been continuing with this institution on the provision
of development loans to Latin America, and it is
expected that some mutually satisfactory arrange-
ment will be worked out.

This audience will appreciate, of course, that
Canada contributes in a substantial way to the vari-
ous programmes of technical assistance and economic
aid of the United Nations. This international aid
flows in part to Latin America as one of the major
under-developed areas of the world, We have not, up
to now, had a separate govemment-to-govemment
assistance programme for the Latin American coun-
tries. The programme of so-called “‘soft’’ loans for
development purposes that 1 have referred to will be
the first step in this direction. Over a period of
time — subject, of course, to our capacity on an
overall basis to give assistance abroad — more Cana-
dian aid in various forms can be expected to flow to
Latin America. I would also hope that more could be
done in the future in the field of cultural relations
by promoting the exchange of visits and by providing
scholarships. ’

UNITED NATIONS 3
It would be wrong if I did not draw special attention
to the close co-operation which has existed between
Canada and Latin American states at the United
Nations and in other intermational bodies. Latin
American statesmen have played outstanding roles
in many of the United Nations organs. The names of
Galo Plaza of Ecuador, Padilla Nervo of Mexico,
Sosa Rodrigues of Venezuela (the Secretary-General

of the UN Conference on Trade and Development) and

‘many others are known throughout the diplomatic
world for statesmanship and forthright idealism,

Brazil has made a very significant contribution to

the work of the UN Force in Gaza, where General
Chaves of Brazil, who has unfortunately just fallen
ill, has been the Commander. Brazil has also taken
part in the Congo Force. Argentina and Ecuador
participated in the Congo and Argentina, Chile and
Ecuador in the Lebanon operation. Colombia partici-
pated in the UN action in Korea.

On many other issues at the United Nations
Canada and Latin American countries have worked
closely together, It would not, I think, be wrong to
say there have been times when Canada was regarded
as an honorary member of the Latin American caucus.
We share a history with these countries which links
the Old and the New Worlds in a way which has
often resulted in opportunity for usefulinitiatives....

ENTRY INTO THE OAS

On the fundamental question of the membership of
Caneda in the Organization of American States my
own views are well known. There are, of course,
many factors that have to be examined closely in
reaching a decision on such an important matter,
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Among these is the curious situation that the OAS
does not at present have any established and agreed
procedure for the admission of new members, This is
of interest not only to Canada but also for the newly-
independent Commonwealth countries in the Carib-
bean, Jamaica and Trinidad, as well as those quasi-
independent territories which may be expected to
emerge to independence in the future, This is one of
the aspects to which we are giving special attention.
We also have to weigh the responsibilities and obli-
gations Canada would assume on joining the OAS in
relation to other demands elsewhere in the world on
our resources.

Meanwhile, we are exploring ways whereby 2
closer and more effective association might be devel
oped with the OAS Secretariat and some of the othef
related agencies to which I have already referred.
Merely joining the OAS will not in itself work won-
ders; what will matter most is the extent to which we
show ourselves prepared to co-operate in practical
ways with other countries in the hemisphere, We can
do — and in fact are doing — a good deal even with-
out being a member. We should not become so preoc-
cupied with institutional questions that we overlook
opportunities which may in the meantime present
themselves for worthwhile co-operation, or that we
forget how much we are already working with ouf
friends in this hemisphere. -

I have indicated the extent to which Canada i$
already taking an active interest in a variety of prac:
tical ways in inter-American affairs, Some of this
activity is within the framework of the OAS and somé
of it outside the OAS, Membership in the OAS woul

present obligations as well as advantages for Cana-

da. 1 do not wish to leave the impression that Cand

dian membership in the OAS would be without dif-

ficulties. Nevertheless, I consider this to be par
of the ultimate destiny of Canada as a country ©
this hemisphere.

CONCLUSION

At the United Nations, at NATO, indeed at evefy
international meeting in which Canada takes part, we
are confronted with dramatic evidence of the growing
inter-dependence of the individual members of the
world community. Canada has consistently taken the
position that we must recognize and accept this
inter-dependence even when it means the maintenanc®

of relations with states whose ideologies we oppos? |

with every strength at our command. Canada has
also recognized and, what is more, impressed of
other governments as best we can, that a crisis 1#

one area involved all areas, Recent events in the Far |

East, on Cyprus and, of course, with respect to Cub? |

have, I trust, brought home to every nation the neeé

in a nuclear age to ensure that we assess the conse€” |
quences of our actions with full awareness of thei’ |

.international implications.

I can assure you that events in Latin Americ®
are now being given due weight in the conduct of
Canadian foreign affairs, We are considering her
today the future of our relations with a great cont!”
nent of nations. Changes in these relations must
of course, be made with care and deliberation. Ther
is no doubt that many changes have already take
place but even greater changes than we have ye
seen will and must occur, Canada’s economic 8"‘3
political ties with Latin America are developif®
rapidly. Individual Canadians are coming more and
mote to appreciate the importance of this ared fo!
the future of our own country....
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