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MONTREAL, SEPTEMBER, 1839.

Vor. III.

ON THE PERSON AND CHARACTER OF MELCHISEDEC.

BY THE REV. J. B. PIKE.

But little is said respecting Mel-
chisedec in the sacred volume, aud
yet that little has excited much at-
tention, and given rise to endless
eonjecture. There is aun air of ob-
scurity and of importance hanging
around his history, which at the samne
time invites and repels investigation.
The obscurity, however, arises more
from what is not said, than what is
said respecting him; and the impor-
tance which is attached to his charac-
ter renders its investigation a pleasing
duty, that we may thereby possess a
clear and comprehensive conception
of the exalted priesthood of Christ.

All that’ we find of an historical
nature concerning Melchisedee in the
Old Testament, 15 contaired in the
18th, 19th, and 20th verses of the 14th
chapter of Genesis; and the first
thing that seems to require attention
is his name, and the name of the
place where he governed. They
appear descriptive of his character,
and the effect which it produced upon
his subjects. It was customary to
give names to persons and places ex-
pressive of their qualities, or in com-
memoratien of some  remarkable
events. Thus the name of Abram
was changed into that of Abraham.
denoting that he should be the father
of many nations.  Jacob obtained the

A

name of Israel, because he had power
with God ; and the place where, on
one occasion, he slept and bebeld a
vision of the Lord, he called Beth-el.
It appears also, that sometimes the
names that were given were propheti-
cal, as in the case of Noah, uen. v. 29.
It is quite reasonable therefore to
suppose that Melchisedec received his
name, signifying King of Justice, at
his birth, as prophetical of his sabse-
quent conduct; or that at a later
period it was given to him as actually
describing his present ¢haracter. In
like manner, the name of the place
Salem, signifying peace, was most
probably given as describing the
praceable disposition and deportment
of its inhabitauts. Melchisedec was
a righteous King, and his eity was
one of peace, intimating the close
connection that exists between just
legislation and domestic tranquillity.
The precise locality of Salem is
somewhat disputed. Jeromesaysthat
it is the town mentioned in Genesis
xxxiil. 18. as a city of Shechem, and
which is also spoken of in John i, 23,
as near to Anon.  Josephus, on the
contrary, says, that Salem was Jeru-
salem.  Meichisedec is supposed to
have founded the city about A. M.
2023. After his death it was cap-
tured by the Jebusites who called it
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Jebus.
witen he conquered the Holy Land,
and from his time to that of David
was inhabited by both Jews and

lem.

returned from Damasens to Sodom,
than the city afterwards called Jeru-
salem.
moment whether the city of Melchis-
edec were the Northern
Southern Salem.
tainly of more interest, and that has
been much debated is, Who was Mel-
chisedec 2

It would be difficult to fix on any
question in the whole circle of theolo-
gical literature that has given rise to
more extravagant and fanciful theories
than this. By some it has been sup-
posed that Melchisedec was Jhe Holy
Spirit in a human form. A sect
called the Melchisedecani maintained,
that he was one of the duwdpsis of God ;
emanating from him, superior to
Christ, and after the model of which
Christ was formed. Qthers have
maintained that Melchisedec was an
angel; others that he was Enoch sent
to live again on the earth after the
flood ; others, that he was a man
formed before the creation of the
world out of spiritual, and not carthly
matter. The mere mention of any of
these suppositions, is sufficient for
their refutation. The two most gen-
erally received opinions on this sub-
Ject are, lst, that Melchisedec was
Christ in a pre-existent state ; and 2d,
that he was Shem. We shall devote
a few liues to the consideration of
each of these suppositions. The
opinion that be was Christ in a pre-
existent state, has been adopted be-
cause it is imagined that the descrip-
tion given of Melchisedec in the
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It was then taken by Joshua !

It is but of little practical

or the'
A question cer-

MELCHISEDEC.

seventh chapter of Hebrews, cannot
I apply to any mortal.  As we proceed,
we shall endeavour to show that the

- premises on which this opinion is
Jebusites, when he expelled all the
latter,—made it the capital of his
empire,—and called it Jebus-Salem, !
ov for the sake of euphouny, Jerusa- .
The former opinion is preferr-
ed by many, inasmuch as Salem, the *
city of Shechem, would be more di-
rectly in the way of Abraham as he!

formed, are unsound, while the opinion
itself is manifestly absurd.  Suppose
that Melchisedee were actually Christ.
What was the object of his mcarna-
tion? How long did he dwell and
reign in our world? What impor-
tant ohject corresponding to the
nature of the case was attained?
How marvellously strange it is that
not a single syliable should be said in
the Bible respecting his first incar-
_nation, when the whole of it has refer-
"ence to his second! Not only so, if
. Melchisedec were Christ, then Christ
[ would be a type of himself, and the
i apostle Paul would be chargeable
with the incredible folly of instituting
ia comparison between Christ and
j Christ.
| The second opinion to which refer-
; ence has been made is, that Melchise-
! dec was Shem, the eldest son of Noah.
: This opinion is supported by much
. fanciful and ingenions, but far-fetched
! reasoning ; while, after all that can
_be said n support of it, it is a mere
! conjecture, and a conjecture too, open
Ito many sevious objections. The
i question itself, < Who was Melchis-
tedec?” is most strange,and with def-
erence to the superior judgment of
others, we imagine, altogether need-
less. We may just as well enquive
who was Enocly, or Job, or Daniel,
and the reply would be that they
were just the persons that they ave
represented to be in the Scriptures.
The same reply concerning Melchis-
edec should be sufficient. There is
no need to identify him with any
other person whose history is given
more at large, and no advantage to
be gained by establishing any such
fancied identity. The scriptural ac-
count of him is brief, but it contains
all that is necessary fully to answer
the question “ Who was Melchise-
dec?” It states that he was a right-
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eous and peaceful King; the Priest {applying to Melchisedec.
of the most High God in the lund of |

Canaan ; a friend of Abraham, and in |
rank superior to him. When we |
find that the Scriptures, written by,
the pen of divine inspiration, conceal '
the genealogy and relationship, the |
birth and death of Melchisedee, and
that too for an obvious and special
purpose, it is matter of suprise that |
any should toil in the dark to find out
that of which they have not the least
ground of solid conjecture, and which |
even if discovered would merely -
gratify curiosity, without subserving |
any valuable purpose.  In the 110th |
Psalm, Melchisedee is represented
asan illustrions type of Christ. « Thon
art a Priest for ever atter the order
of Melchisedee”  We proceed then
to consider what was his * order,” .
that we may tlwmby learn aomvthing :
vespecting  the nature of Christs
Priesthood.

Melchisedee was a Kine axp a
Prigst. Ile combived in his own
person the two highest offices that
exist among men.  This was com-
mon amonyg geatile nations, and in
reference to this double-honour the
apostle Peter calls Christians kings
and priests upto God.

His priesthood was UN1virsar.
He was not a priest merely of a family
or of a nation.  This is evident from
the ciremmstance of Abrabam receiv-
ing his blessing, and paying to him
tithes of all hisspoils.  Abraham was
of another nation—was a priest him-
self, Grenesis xv 9. 105 and in paying
tithes to himn and receiving his bless-
ing, acknowledged not ouly his supe-
riority, but also the universal nature
of his priestly functions, “as the
Priest of the most High God.” Agaiu,

s priesthood was UNpERIVED.
e was without father, without moth-
er, without genealogy, Heb. vii. 3.
This part of the apostle’s desceiption
has oceasioned muchneedless pevplex-

PERSON AND CHARACTER OF

fthe  appointment of  God.

ty. There are two ways ofexplaining
1, each satisfactory, and perhaps both

MELCHISEDEC. Ol
It was a
customary  mode  of  expression
amongst the ancients to denote that
the person so deseribed was not in-
debted to his purents for any thing
illustrious, but owed his exalted station
to his own merits. Thus Livy says
respecting a person of ignoble descent,
« Nullo patre natus;” and Horace,
¢ Nullis majoribus natos ;” and Tibe-
rius of Rufus, “ Homo ex se natus.”

This mode of expression might be
used by the apostle to denote, that
for the illustrious position he maintain-
ed he was not indebted to his pavents.
But as he is coutrasting his priesthood
with the Levitical priesthood, it s

. more probable that he affirmed that

Melehisedec did not derive his priest-
hood through lincal descent, as was
the case with the Levitical priests s
but derived his anthority to exeeute
the priestly office immediately from
It is
worthy of remark, that the Syriac
version renders this passage, “ Whose
father and mother are not inscribed
in the genealogies:” and indeed the
last clanse, « without descent or ped-
igree,” points out this as the currect
view of the passage.

The priesthood of Melchisedec
wasalso PERPETUAL: “having neither
beginning of days, nor end of life,
but being like to the Son of God,
he abideth a priest continually.”—
Amongst the Jewish nriests, none
could officiate at the altar before they
were thirty, and none after they were
fifiy years of age. But the time of
Melchisedec’s priesthood was not
thus limited: there was no fixed
previous law of God, appointing
when he should begin, aud when he
shonld cease to exercise the functions
of his priestly office. He was Sacer-
dos perpetuus, a priest without limi-
tation of his office. The duties of
the Aarouic priesthood were divided
amongst the priests; each was ap-
puinted to serve in the temple a cer-

| tain number of days, but he remained
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a priest continually, or according to
the original phrase, all his life.

These are the principal character-
istics of the ¢ order” of Melchisedec’s
priesthood ; and from these it is obvi-
ous to remark, that his order was
greatly superior to that of the priests
under the Mosaical dispensation.
They were not royal priests: the
functions of their office were contract-
ed; they derived it by succession
from their ancestors; and at a cer-
tain previously appointed period, had
to retire from its exercise.

The apostle Paul adopts another

argument to show the superiority of
Melchisedec’s priesthood over the
Levitical. The Levitical priests
prided themselves upon their descent
from Abraham, the acknowledged
head and patriareh of all his descend-
ants, and whom they considered to
hold a pre-eminence in rank above
them. But Abraham paid tithes to
Melchisedec, thereby acknowledging
his inferiority to him; and as the
great progenitor of the Levitical
priests paid tithes to Melchisedec,
they in effect did the same. Their
head—their founder—he from whom
they derived tiieir dignity, acknow-
ledwed his inferiority to Melchisedec
by paying to him tithes and receiv-
ing his blessing, they, as his descend-
ants, must of necessity be inferior to
him. Thus, according to their own
mode of thinking, respecting gencal-
ogy, descent, and rank, did the apos-
tle prove to the Jewish priests, the
superiority of Melchisedec's « order”

to their's. As then the order of Mel-
chisedec was superior to any other,
with evident propriety was it sclected
to adumbrate the exalted priesthood
of Christ.

It now remains briefly to point out
the agreement between the type and
and the antitype.

i. Like Melchisedee Christ is a
Royal Priest. He being the Son of
God, and Maker of all things, is

Lord of the world. ¥e has upon

his vestare and his thigh his name
written, King of kings, and Lord of
lords. The government is laid npon
his shoulder, and consequently he has
a right to govern men by the laws of
his gospel, and power to reward or
punish every one according to his le-
serts. He is a righteous King—
thy throne O God, is for ever and
ever, a sceptre of righteousness is the
sceptre of thy kingdom. He is also
the King of Peace: peace isthe
natural result of righteousness: he
speaks peace to the wounded consci-
ence; is our peace-maker, the Prince
of Peace.

2. As the priesthood of Melechise-
dec was Universal, so is Christ’s.
He became a propitiation for our sins,
and mnot for ours only, but for the
sins of the whole world. He tasted
death for every man. The functions
of his office are not confined in their
exercise to any particular race of men,
or age of the world; for he is a
merciful and faithful High Priest in
things pertaining unte God, to make
reconeiliation for sins: for in that he
hathsufered, being tempted, he isable
also to succour them that are tempted.

8. The priesthood of Melchisedec
was UNDERIVED. So is that of Christ.
He was specially appointed to his
priestly office by the aneinting of the
Eternal Father. The priesthood of
Melchisedec, the rites and ceremonies,
the priests and saerifices of the Mo-
saic dispensation, all had reference to
the priesthood of Christ, they all
pointed to it as all the radii of a cir-
cle point to its centre; and all their
dignity, and significance, and impor-
tance were derived from that priest-
hood to which they pointed, and
which was destined to supersede, to
to abrogate, and eclipse the whole.

Lastly, as the priesthood of Mel-
chisedec was perpetual, so also is
that of Christ. He ever liveth to
make intercession for us. After he
had offered one sacrifice for sin, he
for ever sat down on the rigit hand
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EVANGELICAL RELIGION
SOURCE OF PLEASURE,
PART ITI.
i The Doctrines and Duties of Evangelical
Religion P)oductive of Pleasure,

of God. As long as ever thereis a |
guilty sinner, or helpless believer re-
quiring the benefit of his intercession,
so long will it be exercised on his
behalf; and when th‘e end shall come,
and .C[“‘i%t Sh(l" delwer up hls ll\(.tdl- The seriptare is (he only cure of woa ;
atorial kingdom to God even the!  fint field of promise, how it fiimgs abroad
Father, thit God may be all and in | Jssiotr verthe Cintan thury rad
all, still the cﬂicm;y and the fruits of geels herself happy amidst alf her grief;

. . A N . orgets her laboars as she toils along.
his priesthood will remain ; they will Wecps tears of joy, und burstd into a song.
be absolutely cternal, for as long as Cowrgn.
the saints are in heaven, so long will | - It is a circumstance by no means
they enjoy the benefits of that sacri- | unworthy of our remark, that the
fice which purchased for them eternal | charge brought against Religion as
life, and of the royal and priestly | tending to melancholy, has been pre-
power of Christ which gave them a i ferred, not by thoughtful and sensible
title to its enjoyment, and fully con-: men, but by the vain and trifling. De-
firmed them 1n its possession. | praved as men universally are, there

It should be a matter of sincere i is yet a voice heard in every soul de-
gratitude, that we live in the present } claring that religion is important, and
age of the Church. Truly many :indeed essential to human happiness.
prophets and righteous men have de- | In proof of this, we refer to the con-
sired to see the things which we see, | duet of the different nations’ of the
and have not seen them. The sys- | earth, all of whom, in some way or
‘tem of revelation is now complete ; | other, attend to a something they ecll
we have not to look through the type i religion. And seldom have we heard
to future blessings to be communica- | of those who are required to submit
ted through the antitype: for he to i to the most painful privations and suf-
whom all the prophets gave witness, | ferings to please their imagined dei-
to. whom all the ceremonial law re- | ties, complain of the austerities and
ferred is come ; and now by the light | sufferings of religion. Men of the
which he has diffused, we may look ! least degree of reflection in our own
back on the past, and observe the sig- | country, seldom prefer the charge of
rificance of the obscure type, and the | melancholy against what they con-
fulfilment of the mysterious prophecy; | ceive to be religion itself, but against
and forward to the future, rejoicing | the representations given of it in the
in hope of the period when he shall | sacred volume, Many persons have
come the second time without sin } told us of the pleasure they have felt
uuto salvation. 'in the contemplation of the Divine

Let us never forget that the blaze | character, and his wisdom and good-
of gospel light and the abundance of | ness as displayed in his works; but

gospel blessings which we enjoy,
while they render our privileges en-
iable, also render our respousibility
roportionably fearful. To whom
much is given, of them much will be
Fequired.
————

“For Christ is not entered into the holy
laces” made with hands, which are the fig-

res of the true; but into heaven itself, now
fo appesr iu the presence of God for us.”

they say that revelation exhibits him
in an unlovely view, and tcaches doce-
trines inconsistent with human happi-
ness. This bas been said, but not
proved, and we yet challenge proof
of the charge. In the meantime we
shall endeavour to remove what (in
the absence of proof to the contary)
we consider a mistake, to shew, by
the happy effects which a belief of
! the truth produces on the heart, that
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EVANGLLICAL
the religion of Jesus makes its pos-
sessor happy.

In our last paper we endeavoured to
take a general view of this religion,
and to display its influence in produc-
iug pleasure; let us now descend to
particulars, and in the present paper
examine the doctrines and the duties
of Christianity., Here, if anywhere,
we shall find the gloom of which we
have heard ; and if the truths taught,
and the duties enjoined, can furnish
the mind with pleasure, we may rest
satisfied that the object we have bad
in view is accomplished.

In pursuing our reflections on this
subject it will be well to bear in
mind that Christianity is not a system
of uncertaintics. It is founded on a

A .
volume that presents a thousand evi-
dences of its divinity, and claims our

belief as ewanating from the Spirit
of Truth. All the discoveries of re-

. 1
velation too, are of the utmost mo-,

ment. They relate to the soul, and
associate themselves with eternity. A
period will speedily arrive, whe' the
things of the world will be of no im-
portance ; at that time the discoveries
of religion will exhibit all their value,
and disclose their everlasting realities,
As the things of earth recede from
our view, those of religion will fully
appear to our sight. If they have
been neglected, how great the sorrow
we must fecl ; and if their importance
and value have been known, how de-
lightful the scenes to which we shall
be introduced, and how lasting the
pleasures that we shall experience!
That God is a Being possessed of
infinite perfections, which mnake him
worthy of our supreme regard, and
that we stand in the relation of
subjects bound to know, to love, and
to serve bim, are facts that cannot be
disputed. But if we reject the Bible,
how can we know him; or how can
we understand cither the nature, or
the degree of obedience he requires
of us? And caun that man be happy
who remains in a state of uncertainty

THE SOURCE OF PLEASURE.

of what will please his Maker; and
who can by the most diligent study
of his works in creation and provi-
dence, only obtain a slight degree of
the knowledge of him? For * who by
searching” the works of his hands
| “can find out God? who can find
out the Almighty to perfection ?”

And if we admit the fact which
Deists themselves caanot deny, that
man is not at present in his primitive
state of dignity and glory, a question
arises of the highest moment, * How
can man be just with God #” For, if
he be infinitely great and holy, to of-
fend his law must place us in danger,
and to know how sin may be pardon-
ed must be a concern of the deepest
interest and importauce. Now itis
» only the religion that takes revelation
for its basis, that can shew us how
this forgiveness may be obtained from
“Jehovalh, peace imparted to the con-
science, and man restered to his ori-
ginal happiness.

In the gospel we Lehold a revela-
“tion of mercy, IHere appears Jesus
. the equal of Jehovah, as a subatitute
| for the lost and the guilty. We are
i led to contemplate him as dying for
| our sins, and atoning to Divine Justice
. for our transgressions. Thus, whije he
shews foith all the glorious perfections
of Jehovah in their most attractive
i form, he provides salvation for sinners,
built on a sure foundation, and cter-
nal in the bencfits it confers on its
subjects.

The leading doetrine of Christi-
anity is the atonement of the Lond
Jesus Christ; and while this inost in-
teresting subject is presented 10 cur
notice, we are taught that the only
way in which. we can be justified
from our sins in the sight of God, is
in the exercise of faith in the Diviue'
testimony concerning Jesus, and a
consequent dependence upon him for
salvation. And what is there here
that is gloomy?  Can he who is seck-
ing the favour of God by the in-
fliction of bodily tortures, by the

P
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presentation of expensive sacrifices, | good man, in his zcal for some parts
or by the performance of a long i of truth, wandered from “ the midst
round of duties, be happier than he ! of the paths of judgment,” and was
who approves of God’s own plan of | found bordering on the regions of
salvation. and he who expects heaven ' error, I defend him not; but I confess
as the gift of mere merey ?  He who | that the leading doctrines he tanght,
rejects the atonement of Jesus, and I appear to me drawn from the volume
hopes to attain happiness by his own | of trath, and have a powerful tenden-
works, feels that all his exertions do | ¢y to prowmote the happiness of maa.
notsatisfy, or purify hisconscience:— |  Does the Calvinist believe aud
they do not remove the dread of | teach, that before the commencement
death,—they do not open a clear | of time the blessed God, *“for pur-
prospect of immortality. But the | poses of his own glory, fore-ordained
man who places a reliance on the re- | whatsoever comes to pass¥”  And
cord of truth; who believes in Jesus, | what is there so gloomy in thi= ¥ Nay,
and who feels that his blood has clean- ! is it not rather a thought of the mos?
sed him from all sin, knows that his ! delightful kind, that the events which
hopes are founded on the stone Jaid ! occur, however they may appear to
in Zion, by Jehovah himself; he i us involved in mystery, and may per-
dreads not the curse of a broken law ; | plex andt distress us, were all deter-
he lives above the vain pursuits of his | mined on, and are brought to pass by
veighbours, and finally expects to ! Infinite Wisdom ¥ Isitnota thought
conquer death, by power derived from , on which we may repose with pleas-
the mighty Conqueror who deprived | ing satisfaction, that all things are
him of his sting, and who enables his * regulated by a Being of righteousness
people to trinmph over him too. Can | and love, who will ultimately explain
such a man,as this be wohappy? If i the whole of his couduet, «nd shew
Christians are not filled with unspeak- | how they all accomplished the de-
able joy, it is because their faith is | signs of his infinite wisdom and be-
weak ;—Dbecause they have not reli- | nevolence in the happiness of all who
gion enough, and not because they | love him? Every good workman
have too much. divects his operations by a previous-
But it may be yet objected, that | Iv concerted plan, and, as William 111,
though this view of evangelical reli- { once remarked, predestination is
gion be favourable to human happi- | God’s plan. And, surely, there can
ness, yet that it has been presented | be nothing very distressing and mel-
by Calvin and others,inamostunlove- { ancholy in the thought that this plan
ly and gloomy dress; and that his . was resolved on before God had cre-
system of doctrines has usnally been | ated the world! Qur’s would indeed
associated with all that is melancholy | be an unhappy state if human affairs
in its nature, and all that is pernicious | were only directed by human wis-
in its effects. I need not, in reply to { dom :—miserable as we now are, we
this charge, remind my reader that | should then be more so.
what is said of a system by its oppo- But then, says the objector, Calvin-~
nents, must be received with caution ; | ists tell us that salvation is confined:
1admit that John Calvin was nothing | to those persons whor they represent
more thau a {allible man, and equally { as “ the elect;” and this must be a
liable with others to error, both in very gloomy doctrine to those who.
doctrine and practice, and that some | are not elected, Now, let us inquire,
things he taught as truths, cannot be | does the objector believe the fact, that
“established by the great standard of | the human heart is depraved; and
' appeal—the sacred volume. If the | can he point out the man who pos-
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sesses the Divine favour, as displayed
in the pardon of his sins, who wus
not first inclined to seek that favour
by Divine influence exerted on his
mind? God alone cun pardon sins;
and all those whose transgressions are
forgiven, were taught by him to pray
for that pardon, and inclined by him
to believe the testimony of his word.
Now if this be granted, in connexion
with another fact that caunot be deni-
ed,—that many persons hear the
Gospel who are not finally saved,
must it not follow that there is a
choice of objects on whom that influ-
ence is exerted? And what is that
choice but the election of grace for
which we contend? Whenweremem-
ber that such is the awful apostacy of
mankind from God, that none are
inclined to do good, but if left to
ourselves, we should all perish, is it
not a pleasing thought, that God has
determined on the certain salvation
of a multitude that no man can num-
ber, out of every nation and people,
whom he will bring to the knowledge
of himeelf, and make happy for ever?
The Church of England has well de-
clared th:e tendency of this doctrine
in the seventeenth article, where she
says, “The godly consideration of
predestination und our election in
Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and
unspeakable comfort to godly persons,
and such as feel in themselves the
working of the Spirit of Christ,
mortifying the works of the flesh,
and their earthly members, and draw-
ing up their minds to high and heav-
enly things, as well because it doth
greatly establish and confirm the
faith of eternal salvation, to be
enjoved through Christ, as because it
doth fervently kindle their love to-
wards God.”

But it will perhaps be said, that
this is the only favourable view that
can be taken of the subject, and
though it may give encouragement
to those who possess the assurance of
sharing in the mercy, yet that it dis-

EVANGELICAL

THE. SOURCE OF PLEASURE.

courages those who do not possesssuch
a confidence, but who, nevertheless,
long for an interest in the Divine
favour. That the doctrine of election,
like every other truth of religion,
may be abused, will not admit ot
denial ; but that it tends to discourag.
an application for mercy on the pan
of a penitentsinner, cannot be allowed.
It would be strange indeed if a deter-
mination avowed on the part of Jeho.
vah to save a countless number of the
human race, should necessarily ope.
rate as an argument why we should
not apply to him for salvation. That
it may in some instances for a short
time have this effect, is granted; bu
then, the person who is thus influenced
by it, furnishes another proof thatsuch
is the darkness and perversity of the
human heart, that if God did not en-
lighten us, and incline us to his ways,
we should be all lost. Instead of the
doctrine of election discouraging the
penitent, it onght, as in some cases i
has done, to produce a directly con.
trary effect. Such an pne might sa
“the Holy Spirit of God, by th
means of his word, has taught me tha
1 am a sinner, and has caused me t
feel it as I have never done before, an
as no human being could have mad:
me feel it ; and such an exertion of his
influence on my heart must be th
effect of his destgn :—He has told me
also that there is merey to be shew:
to the sons and daughters of guik
through the atonementof Jesus;—H
tells me God has resolved on the sa
vation of every sinner who believes
his Son; ¢I will trust, therefore, anl
not be afraid;’ He who has given me
a disposition to believe, has given
me as the effect of electing merey’
Thus, even the gloomy and awful doc
trine of election, as it has been called
a doctrine so frequently represente
as encouraging all that is abominabl.
and opposed to all that is holy, mas
be nroductive of pleasure to the hun-
ble penitent, not yet possessed of the
full assurance of hope, as well as ¥
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the established Clristian who is en- | religion that Solomon spake, when he
abled to feed on the strongest and | said, “her ways are ways of pleas-
richest doctrines of the word of life. | antuess, and all her paths are peace.”
Another peculiarity of the Calvan- The duties of religion may be di-
istic creed, is that of the certainty of | vided into two classes, those which
the Christian's perseverance in the | relate to God, and those connected
paths of holiness, and the security he with man. In reference to the du-
possesses of his finally enjoying the | ties we owe to God, it may be
happiness of heaven. The tendency remarked, tllat.thore are certain feel-
of this doctrine to promote peace and i ings towards him which we ought to
satisfaction of mind is so evident, that | possess, and certain eommands which
to dwell upon itis perfectly unneces- | we ought to obey. Nothing can be
sary. more reasonable than that we should
We may, perhaps, be reminded that | love God. This is a duty that he
there are other doctrines connected | has enjoined, and it lies at the foun-
with Christianity at which we have | dation of all other duties. Now we
not glanced, the tendency of which to | must all have known that love is
produce pleasure is by no means evi- | the source of happiness, and that the
dent. Such, forinstance,isthatofthe | object on whom our regard is fixed,
eternal condemnation of the finally { is considered the source of our plea~
impenitent. Now it would be easy to sure. 1f to love a fellow-ecreature,
reply to this, that in the present fallen | or any thing that this world presents,
state of man a revelation of mercy gives us happiness, what must it be
without a display of Divine anger :to place our best affections ou the
against sin, is not to be expected; or | great Author of felicity himself?
we might say, that such is the awful ' The blessed God equally consulted
nature of rebellion against God, that ' his own glory, and the happiness of
the consistency of his character de- | manwhen hesaid to him, « Thou shalt
mands a splendid display of bis jus- ' love the Lord thy God, with all thy
tice: but we would rather meet the ! heart, with all thy soul, and with all
objectoron another ground. And we | thy strength;” for without a consei-
remind him, that though the pencil of | ousness of our love to God, we peasess
religion haspainted,in colours awfully | no assurance that he loves us, and
glowing, the borrors of the world to | reason may be left to decide whether
come, it is done that we may avoid | man can be happy if but a suspicion
the path that leads to it; and threat- | lurks in his bosom that the God of the
enings of the most awful kind are re- | Universe is not hix friend.
corded on the page of inspiration to|  There are various.forms which this
warn us from the paths of misery, and ! love must assume, and different ways
to preserve our teet in the ways of | in which it must be displayed ; all of
peace. And is it not a subject of | them, however, tend to ennoble and
pleasure, that God has provided us ! to blessthe mind. Sometimesit must
with cautions to keep us from evil as | be shewn in the paienee with which
wellas with directions and encourage- | we sustain the trials that God lays
ments to keep us in the paths of duty ? | upon us, and the resignation we mani-
We now turn to the duties enjoined - fest when he deprives us of our com-
by Evangelical Religion, and consider i forts. Qur love to him must be seen
the path in which she hath commanded | in our contentment with theallotments
us to walk. And let us examine | of his providence, and the temperate
whether there is any thing here that | use we make of the good things with
will make us unhappy. It appearsto | which we may be blest. That love
have been in reference to the duties of | must be displayed in our exercising

B
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iis promises in the hour of | that has dwelt in his soul, or guesses}
at the pleasure he has experienced.
While his wicked ncighbours have
been writhing under the smart that
conscience has inflicted, or perhaps
| suffering more visibly on account of
| their transgressions, he has been a
the regard of the prophet Habakkuk, | partaker of the delight of augels, the
that he sang, ¢ Although the fig-tree | whole of whose bliss is derived from
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit | the service in which they are engaged,
be in the vines; the labour of theiand “the joy of the Lord is” felt to
olive shall fail, and the fields shall | be their “strength.” Tell us not of
yield no meat: the flock shall be eut | the pleasures of sin, while we can
off from the fold, and there shall be | enjoy those of angels :—conduct us
no herd in thestalls: yet I willrejoice | not to the rivulets of worldly enjoy-
in the Lorp, 1 will joy in the God : ment, while we can drink happiness
ofmysalvation.” Cana purer, nobler | pure at the fountain head in heaven.

faith in
trial, and by our rejoicing in him, even
when the world denies its comforts to
us. Such was the love of an ancient
patriarch towards the God of Tsrael,
that he said, “ Though he slay me,
yet will I trust in him;" and such

joy be conceived of, than that of the |
man who can thus speak? If the
love of God shed abroad in the heart, |
will not produce pleasure the most
refined and satisfactory, we challenge
the universe to say what will!

Nor will obedience to the com-:
mands of God be less productive of |
enjoyment than the feelings we should
bear towards him. If we love him,’
we shall ever be concerned to worship
him ; and whether we are in his public
courts, at the family altar, or in pri- '
vate retirement, we shall be anxious
to pay him the grateful adoration of
our souls. It i3 true, that to him
who possesses not the *Spirit of God, .
his worship appears little less than
slavery ; but let our hearts be filled
with faith and love, and then we shall !
say with the Psalmist, “Itis a good
thing for me to draw near to God.”
To approach his seat, to hold inter-
course with him, to receive spiritual |
favours at his hands, and to imbibe .

i
)
i
1
!

And if we have founa that the dis-
charge of our duties towards God
will fill us with pleasure, an exami-
nation of those we owe to man will
increase it. What are the dispositions
we are commanded to cuitivate to-
wards our fellow-creatures? Are
they not all comprised in this, “ Thou

" shall Jove thy neighbour as thyself 7”

If we examine the state of the world,
we shall find that all its miseries spring
from wicked dispositions. Men hate
God and each other, and hence they
cannot be happy. The spirit of the
gospel isoneof justice, of benevolence,
and of kindness; and wherever it is
possessed, it makes the individual
happy in himself, and eonstrains him
to seek the happiness of all around
him. Not only does it check the evil
dispositions of the heart, but it event-
ually destroys them; it forbids all
malice, uncharitableness, orthe return
of evil for evil. It does more, for it
commands us to seek the good, spirit-

his Spirit will be the delight of our  ual and temporal, of all our fellow-
souls. The worldling has often | men. to promote their interest in
wondered when he has seen the avidity | civil society, and especially to seck
of the Christian in attending on the | the eternal welfare of theirsouls, Oh!
worship of God, or has witnessed his | what a spirit of benevolence is this!
anxiety to obey whatever laws he has | If there be a luxury in doing good,
enjoined in his word; and often has | here we may enjoy it in rich abun-
the good man on such occasions been | dance. Mosesand Paul, animated by
the object of pity. Ah! little have | the public spirit inspired by the vo-
such persons known the holy peace | lume of revelation, were content to
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sacrifice much of their own personal
comfort, yea even their lives for the
sake of their brethren; and they en-
Joyed in all this a pleasure of which

the statesman or the hero knows no- ;
Religion, to say allina word, ;|
is designed to conform us to the:

thing.

moral image of the blessed God, and

to make us act like hun; and if God
can be unhappy. the Christian may -

be so, and not el<e.
Now to all this it may be objected,
that the practice of religious dnties

requires the exercise of self-denial, |
aud calls upon us to do many things

to which we are naturally opposed.
This witness is true, and what then?

1t, unhappily, a child would seize an .

instrument that would inflict on him
badily injury, or would swallow
draught that would operate on his sys-

temn as poison, would it be lesscning "

hi<real happiness wd pleasuretodeny
his request? Or does it eventually
lessen the pleasures of a man, if in
chiidhood be is compelled to acquire
lessons which it does not accord with
his naturally slothful disposition to
learn ¥ In this case it might be said
that the very discipline to which he
is now required to submit is designed
to prepare him for {future happiness
and pleasure.  Precisely thus is it
with the requirements of God. Self-
denial is required. but strength equal
to the exigency ot'tiie caseis imparted;
pleasare 1s experienced in the act
itself after the wial is past, and shall
be more e-pecialty felt in the world of
unmingled {eliciiv, where self-denial
15 unknown.  To that state the pious
Dawvid referred when he said, “ Thon
wilt shew me the path of life; in
thy presence is fulness of joy, at thy |
right haud there ave pleasures for
evermore.”
{ To be continued. )
———
BAPTIST WORTHIES.—No. IL.
BENJAMIN KEACH.

Bexjamive Krace was  horn

Tebruary 21, 1640, at Stokehamab,

o9

Bucks; and descended from 'rodly
pareuts, who ¢ brought him up in the
purture and admonition of the Lord.”
“ From a child he knew the Ioly
Scriptures, which made him wise unto
salvation, through faith which is in
Christ Jesus,” aud “throughly fur-
nished him unto all good works.”
Having received the love of the truth
that he might be saved, iu his fifteenth
| year he publicly devoted himself to

KEACH.

b the service of Christ by submitting
o the rite of Christian baptism.
i Three years after his baptism, the
| ¢hureh called him to the work of the
i ministry, which he prosecuted with
. cunsiderable acceptance and success
among the Remonstrants, or General
Im}m\t:-, from whom he subsequently

a  withdvew, and joined the Particular

- Baptist desomination. Wishing to
use every legitimate means for the
diffusion  of religious knowledge,
espociall\ among the rising genera-
' tion, in the year 1664 he published
a book called «the Childs Instiuc-
tor;” on account of which he was
bound in a recognizance of £100,
and two sureties of £50 each, to ap-
pear at the assizes, to answer for his
qgffence. The result of his mock
trial sentenced him to imprisonment
for a fortnight, to stand in the pillory
at Aylesbury and at Winslow, to
have the book burnt before his face
by the common hangman, to pay the
king £20, to remain in jail till he
found sureties for his good behaviour
and appearance at the next assizes;
then to renounce his doctrines, and
make such submissions as should be
i enjoined. All this a pions and re-
i | spectable minister of the Baptist de-
nomination suffered from the crea-
‘tures of a despotic and licentions
'monan h, not for sedition or riotous
! conduct, not for drunkenuess, or im-
maorality 5 but for wdemou.mg to
“teach young children the first princi-
i ples of the qracles of God. Disgust-
ed with such unrighteous and intoler -
ang pivceading, Mr. Beack removed
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with his family to London, a.n. 1668,
and soon afterwards became pastor
of a Baptist church in the Borough.
In order tv escape molestation, this
little flock often met in private and
obscure houses ; but, notwithstanding
the precautions used, they were dis-
turbed on various occasions, and
taken before magistrates to answer
for their nonconformity.  In the year
1672, they availed themselves of the
indulgence of Charles I1. « granting
to the protestant dissenters the public
exercise of their religion,” and built
a meetinghouse at llorsley-down,
in which Mr. Keach preached with
so much acceptance and success, that
repeated enlargements were neces-
sary to provide accommodation for
his nmwmerous heavers. Increasing
popularity and influence angmented

his labours and responsibilities, which .

he cheerfully discharged, in promot-
ing the Protestant interest in this
kingdom ; in writing books to explain

and defend the doctrines and duties |

of Christianity ; and in seeking the
prosperity of his own denomination.
In common with the great body of
nonconformists, he hailed ¢ the Glovi-
ons Revolntion” as a fatal blow to
despotism, and the dawn of an auspi-
cious day to our comutry ; nor is there
any ground for surprise that one who
suffered so much under the Stuart

dynasty should rejoice over its down- !
fall, and indulge visions of future

glory. «I do not doubt,” said he,

“bat the slain witnesses are getting :

ont of their graves; time will open
things clearer to us; bhut I am sure
we cannot sufficiently adore the di-
vine goodness, for that salvation
wrought by his right hand.”

Mr. Keach became a leading and
influential minister in his own denom-
ination ; visited the churches in vari-
ous parts of the kingdom at the re-
quest of his brethren, and zealously
promoted the erection of some meet-
ang-houses in London and the vicinity.
Iu the baptismal controversy he wrote

EXPOSITORY REMARKS ON ZEPHANIA 1. 12—17.

lagainst Richard Baxter and Me.
! Burkitt ; publicly disputed with
Quakers and Socinians; and was
involved in the discussions then divid-
ing our churches about laying bands
on baptized believers, singing the
praises of God in public, the main-
tenance of Christian ministers, and
the abrogation of the Jewish Sabbath.
The closing scenes of his life mani-
fested the power and value of true
religion. Patience, and resignation
to the will of God, faith in Jesus
{ Christ, joy in the Holy Ghost, and
i a good hope through grace possessed
" his soul; and, after « enduring hard-
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,”
. he finished his conrse July 18, 1704,
in the 64th year of his life. < The
memory of the just is blessed.”
T. P.

—————
From the Londorn Bapiist Magazine.

EXPOSITORY REMARKS OXN
ZEPHANIA, iii. J2—17.

NUMBER I.

“ I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted
and poor people; and they shall trust in the name
of the Lorn.—Ver. 12,

Tur Prophet Zephaniah delivered
- his predictions in the days of Josiah,
_not long hefo.e the threatened cap-
i tivity of the Jews by the Chaldeans.
| Accordingly we find him denounc-
ing the sins of the people, calling
them to repentance, and holding out
- encouraging prospects of their retnrn.
In all this, there is a lively prefigu-
ration of the operations of divine
grace to guilty sinners, nndey the dis-
i pensation of the gospel.

The text was literally fulfilled when
Nebuchadnezzar carried away the
Jews to Babylon, as we learn from
12 Kings xxv. 12, where it is said:
“The captain of the guard left of the
poor of the land to be vincdressers
and husbandmen;"—and these, we
are told in the 14th verse of the
preceding chapter, were * the puorest
sort of the people of the Jand.”
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The passage before us, however,
and the verses connected with it, have
obvxou<13 a farther and more impor-
tant reference to the gospel Church
in all ages of the world; concerning
which, the following remarks may be
offered :

1. Gon has a people in the earth,
who are left therein as a remuant,
even in the most apostate and deso-
late periods. Of this the apostle

gives us the only satisfactory account ! of Gop?

that can be presented, in Romaus xi. |

4, 5, where the people of Gobp are

"'but still it is written:

called “a remnant, according to the '

election of grace.”

Guilty as all mankind are before
Gonb, there is no reason in them why
one should be reserved and saved,

“dom of Gon!”

morethananother. Inthis Jemovam, '
who was not bound to save any, acts

with infinite sovereignty, wisdom, and

sure, which he hath purposod in bim-

self; so that the pride and self-right-
eousness of man are laid in the dust,
and those who believe in Jesus are
left with grateful adoration to say:
“ B\ the grace of Gop, I am what I
am.” Let us never forget, thatin all
things Gop deserves, and must
receive, the exclusive glory of human
salvation ; and that we can never tru-
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aver, is the case, the text seems rather
to refer to the external circumstances
of affliction and poverty, in which the
people of’ Gob are, more frequently
than otherwise, found. ¢ Hath not
Gon chosen the poor of this world,
rich in faith, and heirs of the king-
dom which he hath promised to thein
that love him?” Jas.ii. 5. Andis
it not *through much tribulation”
that we must enter into the kingdom
Acts xiv. 22. The rich
and prosperous are not excluded :
« Flow hardly
shall they that Zave riches,” and who,
too !requonth thoughnotnecessarily,
trust in viches, “enter into the king-
Mark x. 28, 24.
Such being the general fact, that
the people of Gon are an afflicted
people, and that they do not ordinarily

" possess the riches, honors, and enjoy-
love, according to hxs own good plea-

ments cof the world, it may be
enquired: Why isit thus? Without
indulging unhallowed curiosity, it

: may be conceived, that Gon hereby

ly appropriate and enjoy that salva- [

tion, till we are brought to this self-

renouncing, believing, and Gon-glo- { k pes to enjoy for ever.

rifving disposition.

11 The people of Gop are, for|earthiy privations,

designs to humble the pride of the
human heart, by casting aside those
pomps aud splendors wherein the eye
of sense delights, on which the vain
glory of the carnal heart loves to
repose, and to which the self-depen-
dance of human pride vauntingly
refers, as an adequate reason, apart
from Gop, for all it possesses, and
Resides
poverty, and
counstitute the

whieh, afflictions,

the most part, an afflicted and poor : elements of that paternal discipline

peaple.

They are poor in spirit, | by which, ander the influence of the

humbled and chastened in their | Hovny SpimiT, oorruptlona are mor-

apprehensions of themselves, and of ! tified,

Rowm. viii. 13, the body of

their condition and demerits in the i indwelling sin is weakened and sub-
sight of Gon; ever ready to admit | dued, and the people of Gop are made

as true concermnv them, the most
affecting and humbling views of their
vileness, which the word of Gop ex-
libits. They tremble at Gop's ward
on account of their exposure to the
curse of his broken law, and feel that
the dust of self-abasement is their
proper situation. While this, how-

p'utakerq of his holiness; Heb. xii.
10.  And, on tke whole, it might be
easily shown, that this providential
arrangement of the external condition
of the Church, is adapted to yield an
ampler revenue of glory to the power,
grace, compassion, and faithfulness
of Gon, than if his saints had becen
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chiefly scleeted from the rich, the
noble, and the mighty of the world.
111, The most tmpoxtant and dis-

criminating peculiarity of the people '

of Gob is, that they trust in his
name.

The grand distinction between !
saints and sinners lies here. There
way be affliction without the morti-
fication of sin ; there may be poverty
without humility ; and both afHliction

and poverty may meot, and long settle ’

in their gloomiestaspects over a heart

which is not the seat of “repentance

towards Gob, and faith towards onr
Lorp Jesus Curist;” Acts xx. 21.
‘The truth is, that ever since the en-
trance of sin, when men, excited by
the flattering poison of the old serpent,
aspired to “ be as gods:” Gen. iii. 15,
there has heen a great controversy
pending  between Gop and man;
Jenovan upholding his supremacy,
and maintaining the righteousness of
his govermmnent and law, as essential '
to the beauty, integrity, and benefi- '
cense of his empire; while fallen,
alienated man is ever aiming to grasp
within the region of his senses, the
stores and marerials of a substantial
independence, so that he may be ¢ as
Gop,” having all things within him-

selt, or within his reach; and be at -

liberty to forget that he is a creature
acountable, thongh fallen ; and thus
revel on in his pride and fuluess of
heart, and riot in all his abominations
- without control or retribution. But
shall not the Omnipotent prevail?
And can an alien ever return to his
rest till he meekly casts himself at
the feet of his insulted but gracious
Sovereign, acknowledging his vile-
ness, and trusting in the name of the
J.orp? To bring sinners to this
position is the great desigu of redeem-
ing love, of regenerating influence,
of the means ot grace, and of all the
arrangements of eternal Providence.
And the imperfection of this confi-
dence in Gob, on earth, is the source
af the chietest bitteiness of all our

trials ; and the maturity of perfection
of ir, the design of our heavenly
i Father in all the cha‘atemngs of hisrod.
Here, then, the people of Gob
v stand out in their grand peculiarity.
| Whether few or many, rich or poor,
afflicted or prosperous, they trust in
'.tlze name of the L.orp! What this
[includes cannot here be fully de-
iclared ; but it may briefly be stated,
that they trust,

I. In the word of Gov, as a com-

“plete and authoritative revelation of
his will towards mankind ; especially
* of the way of salvation for the guilty.
[ 2. Intheatoning blood of CHRIsT,
" for their forgiveness and acceptance
t with Gon.
i 8. In the all-sufficient grace of
| Curist for their sanctificatinn,
" victory over sin, and final perseve
‘ rance to the attainment of glory.

4. In the fulness of divine love,
according to its riches in glory by
Curist JFbUs, to supply all ther
! need, temporal as well as spiritual.

Let each reader amplify these hints
in the retircment of the closet.  Audi
*if any are “desolate, let them trusti
"in Gob, and continue in supplications

and prayers night and day;” 1 Tim
“v. 5. Do we trust, in the manner
described, in the name of the Logp?
Let us examine ourselves, whether we
bein the faith; so that we may real-
. ize our personal interest in the
| blessings of salvation. Are any
- lamenting the want of this confidence
in {3op, or the weakness of their
“faith? It is encouraging, that the
trust they need isa matter of graciou
promise: ¢« They shall trust in the
vame of the Lorp.”

“Jesus, to thee I breathe my prayer;
Reveal, confirm, my interest there :
Whate'er my humble'lot below,

This, this, my soul desires to know,

¢« Oh let me hear that voice divine
Pranounce the giorious blessing nine .
Fnroll'd among thy happy poor,

Ry Jargest wishes 2k no more.”

o Turra, F. C
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For the Canada Baptist Magazine.
THE OFFICE OF DEACON.

« Brethren, innk ye out among you seven men of

honest repart, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, ©
whom we may appont over this businesas.” Acts

vi. 13,

The appointment of office-bearers
in the congregations of the believers,
uniformly arose out of the necessity
of the case. That it was so in the

present case, is manifest from the

context: < The number of the dis-
ciples were multiplied.” Some were

neglected. 'This occasioned murmar- -
ings; and as this murmuring was’

expressed by the Grecians (the Hel-
lenistic Jews) who came to Jerusalem
from the swrounding nations, the
church, in order to cut off every pos-
sible occasion of complaint, seems,

from the names, to have chosen the .

greater part of the deacons from the
Grecian part of the church.
“ business” over which they were
appointed, was to distribute the
bounty of the church unpartially
to the poor ; and there can be nothing
more foreign to the deacon’s office,
than to suppose that their appointment
to this business has, directly or indi-
rectly, conferred on them any supre-
macy or dignity in the church, in
virtue of this appointment, which they
did not fornierly possess. So far as

The

OF DEACON. €3

. minister, pastor, or elder, form a con-

! clave, wherein the atfairs of' the church

are to be investigated and regulated—
wherein what is proper to be brought
before the church is to be adjudged
and fixed, and the reverse.  What is
this but 2 miniature representation of
"the Pope and his Cardinals? This
is lordiug it over God’s heritage ;—
and is very oppesite to the spirit,
priuciple, and language of the 23d

, chapter Matthew, 8th, Yth, 10th,
“and 11th _rses, wherein all the dis-

ciples of Christ ure on a level, having
one Master, one Father, one Lord
and law-giver, to whom the conscience
of all, and each, is to be subject—
wherein, i. e. iu the church, no dictum
is of authority, bnt < thus saith the
Lord.”

It would appear from the Epistles
to Timothy aud Titus, that females
were also appointed to this office.
- For this also there wasa “ need-be ;"

forasmuch us in the eastern nations
no males, except relations, had access
to the society of females, which de-
prived them, in trying circumstances,
from the relief and counsel their case
required. Now, although there he
, free intercourse between the sexes in
" our quarter of the world, the nature
" of the case seems to indicate that a
“female possessing the seriptural

the Scriptural account of the original  gualifications, is much more adapted
appointment and qualifications of . to enter into the peculiarities of the

deacons is concerned, it is evidently
limited to the care of the poor.
Their « honesty,” < wisdom,” and all
the necessary qualifications enumerat-
ed by the Apostle (1 Tim. iii.) relate
exclusively to this trust. But human
wisdom (the bane of religion), as in
every thing relative to the order
and offices of the Church of Christ,
has introduced innovations respecting
the deacon’s office.. « Love of pre-

eminence,” and misconception of the |

relative chavacter of the members of
a church, have constituted the deacons
a second in eommand—a regulating

committee—or who, along with the |

! civcumstances of her own sex, and
. give them that counsel and instruction
| their case may require. See Titus
ii. 8,4, 5. True, it is the duty of the
sisterhood to attend to this, having,
as members of one body, a care of,
and feeling for, one another; but
daily experience teaches, that what is
every one’s business, is often neglect-
ed.  Let the aphorism, « What saith
! the Scripture?” be present to our
minds at all times.

Aug. 14, 1839.

el

PuiLEMoN.

*1 can do all things through Christ which
etrengtheneth me.”— Paul.
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HINTS TO THE CONDUCTORS OF
PRAYER MEETINGS.
Prayer-méetings  as  conducted
amongst dissenters, are adapted to
promote social religion, and answer
many valuable purposes; and that

HINTS ‘T THE

these ends may be attained in their .
fullest extent, the utmost care should !

he taken that the evils to which such
meetings are exposed, may be as much
as possible prevented,

. . . .

That which [ now call the attention
of our churches to is the circumstance
of some persons taking an improper
length of time in their social prayers.

The subjects proper to be included :

in soecial prayers lie within a small
compass, ten minates, or a quarter of
an hour, seem amply sufficient for
all that is proper or necessary to be

mentioned : and while those chosen
to lead the devotions of their brethren '

on these occasions wisely confine
their attention to the most suitable
points, devotivn is kept alive, edifica-
tion is generally promoted, the rising
gifts of a church are brought into
use: but when an individual extends
his prayer to half an hour (and some

have been known to exceed that),
what devotion, what edfication, can .
be supposed to follow? Perhapssuch
persons are not aware of the light in .
which their services appear to others; |
but were they to open their eyes,

and behold their tired audience, some
having sat down, others indecently

looking into some book, others yawn- |

ing over a protracted service that has

censed to interest the attention, and .
every one wishing that the man had .
done; it might operate as a remedy,

The direction which Jesus Christ
gave to his disciples to avoid the
practice of some, who, in their long
prayers must necessarily use vain re-

petitions, ought ever to be kept in |
view ; for after.the topics proper for .

social prayer have been brought
forward, all the rest is repetition ; and
there are very few repetitions that
are not vain. Let the couscience

CONDUCTORS OF

PRAYER MEETINGS.

of such as make these long prayers
revolve over the following queries.
Can such a tiresome verbose sort of
service be pleasing to God? Can it
| be pleasing to their brethren whose
opportunities of prayer are improper-
ly and needlessly adjourned until
another time?—Can any possibly
" persuade themselves that their know-
ledge, or gifts, or heaveuly devotion,
‘are so superior and unusual, as to
, interest a eongregation of mixed cha-
. racters and capacities, or to keep
alive the affections and mental co-
operation of the best men present ?
Modesty and common sense both
forbid the thought. Were the prayers
of some of these persons taken in
short hand, and afterwards read to
them, they would not be able to pre-
vent a blush at the manifest incoher-
ence and vain repetition.

One of the evils leading to the im-
propriety here complained of, is that
of an indefinite introduction, which
“is too often inapplicable and desul-
tory; so that the time is frequently
expended which they should have
occupied, before they come to the
topics which alone should constitute
the substance of their social suppli-
cations and thankgivings, whereas °
they ought to know, that they are
not the proprietors of the time, it be-
longs to others also as well as to
themnselves; and while the company
. are willing that they should be their
representatives for a few minutes at
"a throne of mercy for the general
good, they ought to treat their breth-
reu who are present with the greater
respect, and not take unwarrantable
liberties with the precious moments,
only a certain portion of which iy
allotted to them.

If these persons have any pride or
consequence to gratify by standing
so long in these services, let. them
know, that independent of the impie-
ty of such feelings, they discover no
great judgment in the choice of such
means to obtain their end; as the
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very contrary effect is always produc-
ed on the general feelings of those
who are present.

A tedious sermon requires much
forbearance, but a protracted and
tiresome prayer, calls for patience
allied to that of Job. Should these
gentle hints fail to reform those traus-
gressors (who may happen to see
them,)they may expect a more caustic
application to awaken proper feeling.

ALEPH.
——
CORRESPONDENCE,
To the Editor.

UrpEn Canapa, June 12, 1839,

Sir,—Who but knows that the peace and
welfare of a nation very much depend on the
form of government which the coustitution
authorises; so, in the kingdom of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the constitution of the New
Testament authorizes a certain form of go-
vernment, and requires the appointment of
certain officers, who are bound by their king
to prepare and support every principle of that
church form, which he in infinite wisdom
has thought proper to enjoin, The wisdom
of this world has been continually interfering
with this form. Hence the different systems
that have been established on the principle of
expediency, and supported by corporal pun-
ishments, kings, princes, councils, fathers, and
the example of many ages.  Others, by mis-
application and mis-interpretation of some
portion of divine truth, Jabour most indus-
triously to make God the author of various
systems, no more at variance with each other
than they are with the ¢ simplicity of the
trath as it is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Every prrson knows the great struggle that
has been continually made for the establish-
ment of Episcopacy in these Provinces; and
many agents are now most industrionsly at
waork to support their old claim to Apostolical
succession :  buoks, pawnphlets, magazines,
newspapers, &c. &, So, in the reply to W,
in the Montreal Herald, a certain member of
that church boldly makes the assertion, ¢ that
there have been from the beginning successors
ta the Apostles in the character of hiskaps.”
Now, however much I venerate ssme of the
writers of the Church of England, my regard
to truth and the authority of Jesus Christ,
have led me to prove that such bishops as the
prelates of the Church of England, are not
appointed by Jesus Christ, authorised by the
Apostles, nor mentioned in the New Testa-
ment.

I. The Apostles, strictly speaking, had no

euccessor cither in name or character.
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1. They had nosuccessor in name, or when
James was put to death we should hear some-
thing of filling up his place; and the same
would happen in the case of all as they died,
or were individually put to death; but not a
word to this effect is found either in divine
or human records.  Again: Polyearp, the
disciple of John, Clement of Rome, Ignatius
of Antioch, Irenaus of France, and others,
the wost eminent in the second century,
would, no doubt, bear thot name, if given to
any; but they were no more than pastors or
bishopsin charge of particular congregations,

2. They had no successor in chaeracter,
except so fur as pastors and ministers of the
word are authorised by them to labour in the
work. They were a set of men chosen per-
sonally by Jesus Christ, and miraculously
prepared, sent out as his extraordinary am-
bassadors to the ditferent nations of the world,
having power in his name to preach the
word, found churches, appoint officers, and
rule over these officers and churches without
the power of appeal.  Where is the mortal
man to whom this will apply in our day ?

II. The title DBishop, according to its
meaning and use in hely writ, never can be
made to agree with that title as used by the
Church of England.

1. The English Bishop is a Lord of the
realm, whove common occupation is to sit
in Parliament, and in the great stvife of
tongues, guide and manage the political af-
fairs of the nation. DBut the charge given
to the bishops of the New Testament is, to
« preach the word” of the kingdom that is
not of this world, and *‘ feed the flock of
God which he has purchased by his own
bloed.”

2. The English Bishop is a supreme
ecclestastical ruler over theteachers or pastors
of hundreds of congregations; but the Bishop
of the New Testament was the preacher or
pastor of the congregation himself, who was
to feed the flock and rule over the people,
and not over clergy. I confess, we read
sometimes of a plurality; but the order is
naw reversed.  There, one congregation had
often more than one bishop; but now one
bishop can take the charge of hundreds of
congregations.

IIT. The distinction made by the supporters
of Episcopacy between the title bishop and
elder is unfounded, and contrary to the use
of those words in the New Testament; for
there is nothing more plain than that the
titles bishop and elder are, by inspired
writers, given indifferently to the same per-
sons Iabouring in the same work. Hence,
when Paul came to Miletus, he sent to Ephesus
for the elders of the chuech, and thus addressed
them, namely, the elders or presbyters:—
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¢ Take heed unta yonrselves, and to all the
flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made
you {episcapous) bzshops or overseers.”—Acts
*x.17. ¢ Here,” says Dr. Campbell, * there
can be ro question thac the same persons are
depominated presbyters and bishops.” Ner
is this the only passage in which we find
the terms convertible. In Titus & 5. it is
gaid, “Tor this cause left I thee in Crete,
that thou shouldest set in order the things
that are wanting, and ordain elders (Gr, pres-
buterous) in every city ;' and then it follows
in verse 7: < For a bishop (episcopon) must
be blameless.” In like manner, the Apestle
Peter uses the terms while addressing the
Christians of Pentus, Galatia, Cappadecia,
Asig, and Bithynia, provincesfull of Christian
churches and pasters at the time. He ex-
horts all the elders of all these churches to
exercise the office of a biskop, (Gr. episco-
pountes), rendered in our translation taking
the oversight ; so the elders were the bishaps,
or else they had na right te exercise themselves
in the office. Again, in the Epistle ta the
Church of Philippi, Paul sends his salutation
to the saints, *“ with the bishops and deacons.”
These could not be bishops in the prelatical
sense; they could be none else than the
elders of the church or congregation.
Finally, the largest and most particular ac-
count given of the officers of the New Testa-
ment Church, is found in Eph. iv. 11:—
“ And he gave some apostles, aud some pro-
phets, and some evaugelists, and some pastors
«nd teachers.,” On this Dr. Dwight re-
marks :—* Here we find at least four sorts
of officers in the church, four elasses of men
who are empowered each to do something in
the church which they only had a right io
do. The office of Apostles is acknowledgen
on all hends long since to have terminated.
Of Prophets, it is only necessary to observe,
that their office must terminate, of course,
when inspiration terminates. Fuvangelists,
the third class here mentioned, are universally
acknewledged to have been extraordinscy
officers, and to have ceased in a very eanly
period of the church, unless the word be sup-
posed to denote merely s minister without a
care. There remains, then, only Pastors and
Teackers. From the phraseology here used,
it appears to me evident, that they were not
two distinet orders of men, but one destined
to feed and tearh the church. The languaze
is not as tn the prvcedmg clauses, ¢ some
pastors aud some teachers,” but * some pastors
and teachers,” that is, some who were both
pastors and teackers. To teach the church
is to feed it with the bread of life.”
IV, Great use is made of the practice and
tegtimony of the fathers in support of Episco-
pacy; but this is a broken reed to depend

BpoR,

CORRESPONDENCE.

1. They awfully contradict each other.
Irenseus testifies that Linus was made bishop
of Rome by Paul and Peter, and after him
Anacletus, and after him Clement.  Tertwl-
lian testifies that Clement wax the fiest bishap
of Rome after Peter.  Lusebius declares that
Linus was the first bishop of Rome after the
martyrdom of Paut and Peter. Again, that
Peter was the fiest bishop of Antioch. Again,
that Buedius was the first bishop of Antioch.
Jerome declaves that Peter sst at Rome
twenty-five years, unti} the last year of Nero.
Again, that Tgnatius was the third bishop of
Antioch afier the Apostle Peter.  Dionysius,
bisbop of Rome, asserts that Peter came to
Rome in the beginning of Nero's reign, and
sat there twenty-five years, Nero reigned
but fourteen years; and, according to the
united testimony of antiquity, put Peter to
death.  Origen says that he had read in the
works of a martyr, that Ignatius was the
second hishop of Antiech after Peter.  Epi-
phanius declares that both Paul and Peter
were bishaps of Rome.

These instances prove that the fathers,

. however sincere, and however satisfactory

their testimony concerning facts which passed
under their own eyes, yet received tradition-
ary accaunts luosely, and both believed and
recorded much of what took place before their
time, without trath ar evidence.

2. The warks of several of the fathers have
been interpolated, corrupted, and partially
lost. Concerning the epistles of Iguatius,
which ure peculiarly appealed to in this con-
troversy, Mosheim observes, that he esteems
¢ the authenticity of the Epistie to Polycarp
to be extremely ‘Qubious;” and declares the
guestion concerning all his epistles to labour
under much obscuz‘ity, and to be embarrassed
with many difficulties. Where there is so
much uncertainty, a safe reliance caanot he
placed for the decision of any point uot ather-
wise supported.

3. Corruption angd the love of power have
thrown the church under an Episcopal form
of government very early, and it has been the
prevailing form since; but some of the most
pious and best informed of the fathers freely
ackuowledge that it was not so in the begin-
ning.

Jerome, the translator of the Latin Bible,
a great and pawerful writer of the fourth
century, and wha lived and died in Palestine,
says, ‘‘that a presbyter is the same as o
bishop ; and that originally the churches
were goveraed hy the joint council of the
presbyters.” Again: et the bishops
know that they are greater than presbyters,
rather by custom than by the real appoint-
ment of the Lord.”  And again he says i
¢ Among the ancients, preshyters and bishops
were thesame."— Dr, Dwight's Theo., vol. vi.



POFTRY.

Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrua, the dis-
ciple of John, an haneurable martyr for the
truth, and the most ancient feacher of the
second century, says, in his epistie to the
Philippians, ** Wherefore, you must be sub-
ject to the presbyters and dencons,” &, So,
in the view of Polycarp, the presbyters at
Philippi did and were bound to govern that
churel, b,

Irenmus of France, a writer of the second
century, addressing the beretics of that age,
says: ** We challenge them te show that
wadition, which was transmitted from the
apostles by a succession of presbyters.”—J&.

Tertullian, reciting the erdinances of public
wership nad the government of the chureh,
says, ‘“In all these things, certain approved
elders preside.”—Dr. Dwight's Hody of Uiv.
vol. vi., p. 101,

Clement, of Rume, says, in his first Epistle
to the Corinthians, that the * apostles know-
ing by Jesus Christ that contentions would
arise about the name, or on the account of
the episcopate or oversight of the church,
constituted bishops and deacons”—the very
language of St. Paul in his Epistle to the
Philippians: be afterwards stiles these men
elders, Where, then, is the episcopalian
dictinction betsveen my Lord the biskap, and
the curate, or elder 2—15.

Ignatius, of Antioch, speaks of a bishop ;
ut not a prelate or Lord, but the pastor of'a
single church, the preacher, aswell as the rojer
of that church, a wan who performed ull the
duties of au ordinary minister.  Inhis Epistle
to the Church of Magnesia, he speaks also of
their dishops in the plural number. This
can[ never be made to agree with episcopacy.
— 18,

Chrysostom, Bishep of Constantinople, a
martyr of the fifth century, and an eloguent
speaker in the Greek tongue, says, that

“elders were anciently called bishops ang |

deacons {vr ministers) of Christ, and the
dishaps elders.” —Ewing's Greek Lex., Art.
Bishop.

Firmilian says, ** that in elders is enteusted
the pawer of baptizing, imposition of hands,
and grdinations.”—Dr. Duwight's Body of
Div,, vol. vi., p. 101,

Hilary says—* The presbyters were at first
called bishops,”—Jb.

Theodoret says—** Of old, they called the
same men both bisheps and presbyters.—.Jh,

V. Many of the wast eminent of the sup-
porters of Episcapacy bave given up the dis-
tinction between bishops and elders.

Bishop Burnet ssys—“1 acknowledge
bishop and presbyter to be one and the same
ofice.” ~Dr. Dwight's Body of Div., vel. vi.,
p. 98.

Dr. Reynold, Professor of Divinity in
Oxford, says, that ¢ all who had laboured for
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five hundred years before his time, taught
that all pastors, whether entitled bishops ar
prissts, have equal power and authority by
Gad's word;” und this he declares to the
common judgment of the reformed chiurches
in Switzerland, Savey, France, Germany,
Iuagary, Paland, the Netheclands, Scotland,
and England.— 75,

Dr. Hollaud, King’s Professer of Divinity,
at Oxtord, says, that * to afficm the office of
bishop to be different from that of presbyter,
and superior to it, is most fulse, cantrary to
Scripture, to the fathers, to the doctrines of
the Church of England, vea, to the very
schoolmen themselves.”—7b.

1 condd add the names of Cranmer,
Hooker, Jewell, Willet, Stillingfleet, and
others; but I forbear. From these things
may I not close by the following extract from
Dr. Maesheim’s Chureh History, vol. i, p.
105 ;—* Let none,” says he, when speaking
aof the state of Christianity during the first
twa centuries, “ coufound the bishops of this
primitive angd golden period of the church
swith those of whom we read in the following
ages; for though they were both designated
by the same name, yet they differed extremely
i many respeets. A bishop, during the first
and second ceatury, was & person who had
the care of one Christian assembly, which
at that time was, generally speaking, small
enough to be contained in a private house.
In this assembly, he acted not so much with
the authority of a raastes as with the zeal and
ditigence of a faithful servant. The churches
also, in those early times, were entirely in-
dependent; none of them subject te any
foreign jurisdiction, but each oue governed
by its own rulers, and its own laws; and
nothing is more evident, thau that the utmost

equality reigned ameong the  primitive
s
churches.”
I remain, your's in love, F.

reealliie,

POETRY.

LIFT UP THINE EYES, AFFLICTED SOUL.
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY.

Lift up thine eyes, afflicted soul !
From enrth lift up thine eyes,

Though dark the evening shadow roll,
And daylight beauty dies.

One sun s set—a thousand more
Their rounds of glory run,

Where science leads theg to explore
1n every star a sun.

‘Thus, when same lang-loved comfort ends,
Ang nature wovld despair,

Faith to the heaven of heaven gscends,
And meats ten thousand thers,

First faint and small, then clear and bright,
They gladdan sl the gloom;

And stars that seam but points of lignt,
‘I'he rank of sune assume,
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Committee Meeting, Aug. 19, 1839.
Agrecably to the recommendation of the
Delegates at the meeting at Haldimand on
the 9th of July, the fullowing brethren were
made members of the Committee, with a view
to ensure their co-operation to sustain the
College:—

Elder Rees, Brantiord : Deacon Beam, Beams-
ville; Deacon Barber, Townsend ; Elder Butler,
Rawdon; Deacon Doolittle, Haldnnand ; Mr. Jere-
miah Cowan, Princeton, Township of Blenhemn ;
Etder Wait, Haldimand; Eider Elliot, Oxford;
Deacon Havens, Grantham ; James Martin, Brant-
ford; Elder Oakley, Oakvilie ; Elder G, J. Ryerson,
Dover; Elder Smath, Stmeov; Elder Jacoh” Goble,
Waterford : Deacon Cryderman, Ameliashurgh ;
Deacon Jopling, Port tope; Elder Gnswold,
Beamsville ; Deacon Turner, Sidney; Deacon
Teeple, Malahide ; Elder M'Phail, Indian Lands;
David Buchan, Esq., Puris ; Mr, Haines, Kingston ;
Henry Webster, Suncoe.

Our Missionary brother, the Rev. D.
Macphail, who has been stationed since last
fall at the Indian Lands, was lately induced
to pay a visit to Osgood, for the purpose of
declaving to the peoplein that destitute settle-
ment, the unsearchable riches of Christ. By
the following letter to our brother Milne, it
will be seen that the labours of Mr. Macphail
have been erowned with signal success—many
have been converted from the error of their
ways,—brought to believe in the Lord Jesus,
and to walk in newness of life. We under-
stand that when  tidings of these things
came to the ears of the churches at” Bread-
albane and St. Andrews, Brethren Fraser,
and Edwards, jun., proceeded to Osgaod; wha
will, doubtless, on seeing ©* the grace of God,”
be glad, and exhort the disciples, * that with
purpuse of heart, they should cleave unto the
Lord.” We hope to have it in our power,
§001, to give some further details of the work
of the Lord amongst that people.

Inprax Laxps, July 20, 1839.
My Dear Brorner,—The Lord has
wonderfully displayed his power, in the con-
version of sinners in Osgoud. 1 visited that
part of the country about five weeks ago, and
have only returned the other day. During
the first week I preached every day, exoepting

Saturday. Nothing special was manifested,
exeepting an increasing anxiety to hear, I
spent the second week in visiting from house
to house, and conversing with the people
about the state of their souls, This I found
to have been of great benefit, as some of
themselves afterwards expressed. Many be-
gan to feel the effects of @ wounded conscience,
but the ** power of the Lord was present to
heal.” A number have professed to receive
prace of mind, by believing. Twenty-six
have been “ buried with Christ by baptism
unto death”—a number more are hopefully
converted, and there are a number yet en-
quiring, * What they must do to be saved.”
The greater part are heads of families, and
in the vigour of life; so that much good to
our Zion may be expected from them. The
last week, in a great measure, has been em-
ployed in instructing these young disciples
“to observe all things whatsoever Christ
commanded them.” A Gospel Church was
furmed last Lord’s day, numbering forty-six;
and afterwards we attended to the ordinance
of the Lord’s Supper. In looking back, 1
can truly say, ‘¢ Surely the Lord was in that
place,” and to a great degree * I knew it
not,” T left them with deep affection, in
hopes of returning whenever the Lord, in his
Providence, will permit. What I adverted
to in my last Jetter, I advert to again, their
great want of a Minister. ‘They are making
preparations for a place of worship ; but where
is the person to occupy the pulpit? What
can be done, or to what side can we Iook ?
Nawhere, but to yourselves, for the present.
Relax uot your efforts, therefore, in preparing
men for the ministry.

The people in Osgood were moral, and of
a good natural understanding. They had a
form of religion, and thousht it sufficient.
They thought that if they did not lie, swear,
&e., and dealt honestly with theiy fellow-men,
that upon the whole it might do. But when
their eyes were opened by the ever blessed
Spirit, to see that morality, or any other
natural excellence whatever—that nothing
short of a change of heart could save them—
they became awfully altered. Never have I
witnessed the power of truth to such an ex-
tent as among that peeple.  **But it is the
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our
eyes.” T was afraid that in their flight out
of Sodom, they would betake to some folse
refuge; but I hope the Lord, in his mercy,
has prevented it. The finished work of
Christ, as a ground of hope for poor perishing
sinners, seemed to be all their desize. In-
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deed, 1 was never tried so much as when ' Hodge's C
pressed upon by them to show in what does | Jumes's Christian Professor............
a saving faith consist, and how was the heart | Doddridge’s Sermons.....vueeeieecnn.
interested in it; and if I have failed, it has | Douglas’s Evangelist Office ...
not been because I have not been willing, but ! Abbadie on the Divinity of Christ. ...
Yet T know | Memoirs of Mrs. Ellis ...
tnat I have come far short of my duty, for ! Goeodwin's Triumph of Faith .........

because I have not been able.
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which L now implore the divine mercy and | And a variety of Pamphlets.

forgiveness.
I cannot close this letter without adverting
to the place in which I live. Since my last

b

Jetter to you, the Lord has blessed us with !

a few conversions : eight have been baptized,
and added to the church, and [ hope others will
follow before long. Things appeared favour-
able before 1 Jeft; but I fear they are rather
Jow again.  Yet the thought that ¢ the Lord’s
hand is not shertened that it cannot save, nor
his ear heavy that it cannot hear, and espe-
cially that heart-cheering promise—*¢ Lo, I
am with you,” reanimates us with renewed

vigour te go on to the conguest of the world. |

Your’s, in the kingdom and patience of our
comumon Lord,
D. M‘PuarcL.
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Fraser on Sanctification..................
Craps on Election............
Beveridge’s Sermons..
Milner's Ghurch History ..... ........,
Vaughan's Christian Warfare .........
Dr. Gregory’s Letters on the Evidence

of Christianity vveeeeeveerveruenneceenns
Wilberforce’s Practical View .........
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MINUTES
Of the Proceedings of the London Districe

Baptist Association, which was held at

I¥oodstuck on the 28th, 29th, and 30th

days of June, 1839,

Juxe 28.

Met according to appuintment at 10 o'clock,
A.M. Introductory discourse by Elder
Goble from Eph. ii. 17—20.

Elder. Jacob Goble was appointed Moder-
ator; and Elder Peter Steinhoff, Clerk; and
Br, Letts, Assistant Clerk.

The Letters from the Churches were pre-
sented by the Delegates, from which the
following table was compiled :—
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Ou motion of Elder Landon, the lotters of
those churches not represented last year, were
referred to a Select Comnittee, consisting of
Elder Walker, Deacons Burtch, Goble, and
Beamer, Br. Clement, Dawson, and the
Moderator,

Br. Topping being present, was invited to
take a geat in the Association.

Br. Topping was appointed Assistant
Chairmau,

After prayer and praise, the Association
took recess of one bour. After the recess,
Br. Topping in the Chair, the Committee to
whom was refecred the letters of the churches
not represented last year, reported as follows:

*“ The Committee having requested the at-
tendance of one Delegate from each of the said
churches, those from Southwold, Norwich,
and the First Church of Zorra, gave expla-
nations, which, to the Committee, were per-
fectly satisfactory, with regard to their non-
representation last year. The Second Church
of Zorra had apparently lost its visibility ;
but, as it has recently renewed its church
walk and form, the Comumittee recommend
that its Letter and Delegates be received.”

On motion, the above report was approved.

The sum of £2 10 was collected for print-
ing the Minutes.

Elder Landon was appointed as the Dele-
gate for the Association, to meet the Dele-
gates of the other Baptist Associations at
Haldimand on the 9th proxime: and the
Committee of the Missionary Society was
authorised to defray the expenses of said
mission.

Voted, that the Constitution of the Asso-
ciation be printed with the Minutes.

That Deacons Beamer and Goble, and Br.
D. Doyle, be a Committee to procure the
printing of the Mioutes in the Canada Bap-
tist Magazine; that they he requested to
forward the money raised for that purpose,
with a request that the Publishers will fur-
nish as large a number of extra copies as they
can reasonably afford for distribution in the
churches.

Elders Landon and Steinhoff were appoint-
ed to prepare the Minutes for thepress.

Adjourned to half-past nine &go-morrow
morning.

Juse 29.

Met according to adjournment.

Voted, That the next meeting of the Asso-
ciation be held at Waterford.

That Elder Walker preach the introductory
discourse.

‘That Elder Landon write the Circular
Letter.

Sacial Church Conferences were appointed
as follows :—

1. At Southwold, third S:sturdag in Sept, Elders
Goble and Harris to atrend.
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2. Woodstock, last Saturday in Dec. Elder Goble
to attend.

3. First Church of Blenheim, second Saturday in
January. Elder Walker to attend.

4. First Charch Zorra, third Saturday in Jsnuary.
Eider Harris to attend.

5. Second Church Zorra, first Saturday in February.
Elder Harris to attend.

6. Norwich, secoud Saturday in May. Elder Cross
to attend.

The following resolutions, being moved

by Elder Landon, were i ly passed

1. Wherens statements have been made in the
most public manner, charging the Baptists in the
Londou District with being concerned in the late
rebellion, and with being in general unfriendly to
the institutions of the country; statements alike
calculated to lower our character in the estimation
of the public, and of our fellow-chiristians, and in
the same proportion to limitand destroy our powers
of usefulness as a Christian body. Therefore,

Resolved,—That, in so far as this Association is
concerned, the statements above alluded to are
without foundation, and utterly false.

2. This Association firmly believes, and never
doubted, that a due regard for, and a conscientious
subjection to, the constituted authorities, are among
the most plainly revealed of the Christian duties.

The Association then adjourned.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

According to a pruvision contained ia its
Counstitutionr, the London District Baptist
Missionary Society held its First Anniversary
this day, June 29.

Met at 11 o’clock. The President in the
Chair.

The Seceretary read the Report of the Com-
mittee, which was received.

The Treasurer presented his Report, which
was also accepted ; and by which it appeared
that the whole amount paid into the treasury
for the past year was.........eeeee £13 12 8
The whole amount paid for ser-

vices of Misstonaries.s.veeeennes 11 10 0

Leaving a balance of v.ccvvveveeees £2 2 3

Upon proceeding to the election of Office-
Bearers for the ensuing year, the former
Committe was re-appointed, to which the
following names were added, viz.: Elders
Crass and Harris, of Oxford ; Deacon Smith,
of Norwich ; Br. James Bently, of Bayham;
Benjamin Johnstone, of Southwold, Jolia
Muir, of Burford, and George Blake and
William Burtch, of Woodstock.

The fifth article of the Constitution, which
Jimited the Committee to Missionary opera-
tions in the London District, was amended
to read as follows :—

All money coming into the treasury of
this Society, after paying necessavy expenses,
shall be appropriated to the support of Mis-
sionaries and the education of pious young
men for the Christian Ministry in Canads,
at the discretion of the Committee, and ac-
counted for through the Parent Society, as
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shall be directed by the Committee of that
Institution.

The first meeting of the Committee was
directed to be held at Blenhelm, the second
Saturday in September.

The meeting then adjouraed.

JUNE 29.

After the meeting of the Missionary
Saciety had adjourned, the Covenant Meet-
ing (of the Association) wasconvened. The
Scriptures were read, and prayer offered by
Elder Goble, and a short address delivered
by Elder Walker; and the remainder of the
day was spent in renewing covenant and
mutual exhortation.

SamsatH, Juse 30.

A public prayer-meeting was held at the
chapel at nine o’clock.

At ten o'clock, Elder Landon preached
from Luke xix. 42. ; after which a collection
was taken up for the benefit of Missions,
atiouating to about £4,

After a short recess, Elder Goble preached
from Ephesiauns ii. 17. The Holy Supper
was then administered by Elders Lando.. and
Smith. The meeting was then dismissed.

. Most, if not all who attended it, were highly

gratified with the opportunity ; and some, it
is hoped, were permanently benefitted by it.

REPORT.
The Committee of the London District

* Baptist Missionary Society beg leave respect-

fully to report as follows:

In accordance with the third article of the
Constitution of the Society, your Committee
proceed to lay before the Society a statement
of their proceedings for the past year.

The Committee held its first meeting, as
directed by the Saciety, at Waterford. on the
13th of October following its organization,
when several places within the boundaries of
the Association were represented as being
much in need of Missionary aid.  The church
in Southwold, it was thought, especially de-
manded our cousideration, and Elder Goble
was requested to visit that place. But the
Committee afterwards learned with regret,
that, in consequence of the alarm and excite-
ment that prevailed during the autumn and
a part of the winter, together with other
causes, he was not able to comply with the
request. More recently, however, we are
glad to have it in our power to state, the
brethren in Southwold have been visited by one
of the Society’s Agents, Elder E. Smith;
which visit (the Committee flatter themselves)
besides being attended with other good re-
sults, will be the cause of procuring for that
much afflicted and long destitute church a
regular periodical supply of pastoral labour.
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Flders Walker and Steinhoff were ap-
pointed, at the same time, to visit the desti-
tute settlements in the rear of Windham and
Middleton. In those settlements there are
several families of Baptists and others, widely
separated from each other, as well as from
any church. They have been greatly pleased
with these opportunities, which your bounty
has afforded them, of hearing God’s word in
the wildernesy, and ace very desirous that
that hounty may be continued.

The above are the only labours accomplish-
ed by the Committee during the year, Should
any be inclined to pronounce them trifling
and unimportaunt, let it be remembered that
we have had extraordinary difficulties to con-
tend against, among which might be men-
tioned the low state of our finances, the
scarcity of ministers to be employed, and the
disturbed and unsettled state of our country ;
but these difficultiess, we hope and trust,
will gradually lessen, aund finally disappear.
When our objects are better understood, we
have no doubt the public will be more liberal
in their contributions, We believe that the
cry is now constantly ascending from many
in Upper Canada to the Great Lord of the
harvest, and such cries will not long remain
unanswered ; aud it is thought that there is
now a brightening prospect, that peace, tran-
quillity, and a feeling of contentment and
security, is soon to return to our unfortunate
country, so that we venture to hope and pray,
that your labours for the next and future
vears may be crowned with success, brighter
and better than that which has been realized
by your present Committee.

Before closing these remarks, your Com-
mittee beg leave to recommend to the con-
sideration of the Society, the propriety of
altering the fifth article of the Constitution,
which, in its present form, limits the opera-
tions of the Committee to the employment of
Missionaries in and near the Liondon District)

We would also beg to call the attention of
the Saciety to the subject of raising a fund in
aid of Ministerial Education, at least in so
far as to provide for the support of our stu-
dent (Br. Topping), now in the Canada
Baptist College.

W. H. Laxpow, Sec.

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT WITH THE LONDON
DISTRICT BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The following are the sums received hy
the Treasurer from the organization of the
Saciety to this date, June 28, 1839 :—

By Mrs. Forster, 23 6d: Aaron Siaght, fis; Mr
Grover, 28 £d, Mrs. Slaght, 2s fid; Mr. H.
Gobie, 23 64; Flder Landon, 5s; Mr. M. I,
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Green, 533 Mrs. Jane Burtch,236d. £1 7 6
By Elder Landon, being the Annual Col-
lection from his Congregativn at
Woodstock.. v ao vo e ve vt et e as
By the same, being the Arnual Collection
from his Congregation at Blenheim ..
By Mr. Johnt Muir, 2564 ; David Duoyle, 53;
John Cousins, §s; Lathrop Green, 23
6d; Mrs. Diana Muir, $s.. o0 o0 o0 e
By Elder Joseph Walker .. .. .. .. .. ..
By Elder Peter Steiphoff .. .. .. .. .. ..
By Ebenezer Wilcox, 533 James Best, 23
6s; Ehsha Best, 2s 6d ; Miss Best, 13
3d; 0. Griflin, 2s6d 5 S. Gnffin, 256d;
Mrs Barber, 25 6d; Benjamin John-
stone, 10s; J. Johnstone, 2s 6d; O.
Pettit, 153d. .. oo oo oo ee ee 0l 0nun
By the Treasurer of the First Church of
Blenheim, being a collection taken up
at the Social Conference, Feb. 10,1837
By George Goble, 23 6d; W. Goble, 256d. 0 5
By the Treasurer of the old M. Board,
being balancein hand fromlast year .. 217 0

£1312 3
The following sams have been paid by the
Treasurer to the order of the Committee :—

‘To Elder Landon, for services as an Agent of the |
Board last year .. .. .. 210 0

118 2
0148
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112

105
0

To Br. E. Topping .. R B ]
To Elder Joseph Walker, for services in
the back settlements of Windham aud
Middleton <. vo oo i ce el er ca e s 2 50
To Eider Peter Steinhoff fordoindo ... 2 0 0
‘To Elder E. Smith, forservices in Bayham,
Malahide, 20d Southwold.... ..... 315 0
£1110 0

Leaving abalaccein Treasurer'shandsof £2 2 3
A small additional sum had been subscrib-
ed; but as the swhscribers did not pay up,
their names are not given in the Treasurer’s
Report.
e ——a

REMARKABLE RELIGIOUS
MOVEMENT IN BENGAL.

In the London Missionary Register for
June, received by the Great Western, we
find a bighly interesting account of a remark-
able religious awakening amoang the Hindoos
in the vicinity of Kishnaghur, one of the
stations of the Church Missionary Society,
on the Jelingha, a branch of the Hoegly,
about seventy miles north of Calcutta. Xt
seems that in fifty-five villages, extending |
for sixty miles along the Jelingha, to the
N.E. ang S. W. of Kishnaghur, more than
3000 Hindoos have thrown away their idels ;
within a fewv months, and expressed a desire
to be admitted into the Christian church.
The movement bears a strong resemblance to
that witnessed by the apostles on the day of
Pentecost, and will remind the reader of
similar recent scenes in the Society and !
Sandwich Islands. i

Archdeacon Dealtry visited the villages at |
the request of the Lord Bishop (Wilson) of |
Calcutta, for the purpose of learning the truth
respecting the reports of this wonderful i

change. On ascertaining that they were

RELIGIOUS MOVEMEN

T IN BENGAL, ETC.

true, the Bishop immediately entered with
his whole soul into the matter, and ‘rote to
London, to the directors of the Church Mis-
sionary Society, urging the importance of
sending between thirty and forty additional
clergymen, schoolmasters, and catechists, into
this part of the field. In his communication
to the directors, the Bishop says :—* If we
can but enter at the wide and effectual door
in time, not only these 3000 or 4000, but the
whole population of the fifty or sixty villages,
may receive the Christian faith, and resemble
our Christian villages in the times of our
Anglo-Saxon forefathers in the sixth and
seventh centuries.  Such a glorious scene has
never yet been presented to our longing eyes
in Bengal"—New FVork Observer.

———
REV. WM. BRUNTON.

Died, at Lachute, Argenteuil, on Monday,
11th August, the Rev. William Brunton,
minister of the Secession Church, in that
place, in the sixty-seventh year of his age.
This eminent servant of Christ Jaboured long
in the ministry of the gospel with distin-
guished self-denial, faith, and patience. If
his Addresses from the pulpit were not cha-
racterised by eloquence, yet there was some.
thing in them which mere eloquence is not
adequate to supply; his white huirs, com.
pletely silvered over by age; the unaffected
simplicity and earnestucss of his manner,
and the weighty truths which he uttered,
all contributed to give his ministrations a
degree of power, that is not commaonly to be
met with. His piety, so far from being con-
fined to the pulpit, pervaded his whole con-
duct and conversation. He passed through
many trying vicissitudes ; indeed, his troubles
were peculiarly severe; yet no person could
be acquainted with his history, and witnes
bis behaviour, without being struck with bis
extraordinary patience and meekness. In
him the venerableness of the patriarch wa
united with the simplicity of a child; he was
so gentle and harmless that he would much;
rather ¢suffer evil’ personally, than hurt the:
feelings of another, by expostulating againg!
it. His name will be long held in affectionate
rememberance by his bereaved flock, and the
inhabitauts of that district of country in
general; for his blameless life gained him
the unfeigned respect of all. Tt is to be hopsd
that many will be found amongst them, whe
foilow his example.—He was horn in th
parish of Newbattle, country of Edinburgh,’
Scotland, io the year 1772.

Printed and Published by CAMPBELL
BECKET, Muirs Buildings, Pl
d’Armes, Montreal.
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