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MEVIORIES OF SCOTTISH SCENEb A'\ID SABBATHS
MORE THAN FORTY YEARS AGO,. .
Durmv the wiater mpnths there was.no intermission-of the Sabbath
services in the Meeting House at:C - from their commencement at
eleven o’ clock a.am. ill their close at two o clock p:m., or perhaps-a little
later. This. arrangement, was necessary to allow the worshippers to get
bome,. thoigh not’ all. of them, ere night set in. Many of them, as’
already. stated, lived at a great distance from that house of God in
which they . weekly worshipped. Indeed so far had some of thém.to
travel that, in the dead of winier;. darkness covered their path before
they reached their habitations, But during the summer months there ivas
an intesval, of at least an hour, between the forenoon:and afternoon
seryice. Thqt hour was Yanously spent, though, generally, in.no way
unsujtable. to. the sacredness of the Salibath-or unbecoming the christian
character. That hour witnessed the communion of samts—-the inter-
change.of friendly, and affectionaté-greetings and inquiries, and sometimes
alsp of profitable and sweet. gonverse. about. ¢ ¢ke. one thing needful,”
about, the hopes and fears, the j -Joys and sorrowsincident to the: -sbjourn of
heave,ns heirs on earth. It was a pléasant hour and not wanting in
virtual, worship, thqugh of a coterie-character, Having emergéd with
soft and:solemn tread-from the sanctuary, the! great. congregafion: occupled
the ;open space about the church, and: for a few minutes there were
cordial shaking of hands,. xeclprocated smilés, and more than neighbourly
—-aye, even, warm, hearted . christian inferrogatives anent personal and
family welfare, The scene withessed at mid-day dismissal'might have
called fortb the exclnmatan seldumi. prompted, ¢ Behold how these
christians love one anetlier I’ Bye and bye the crowd began’to melt
away ;. some. retiring. 1o the Touses -of their relatives or friends in the
towin;;— others,. in Jitttle bands, often of two. or three, slowly wepded
Vor. VIL. : W
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theic way along the beautiful, romantic, and copse-wooded banks. of the
L——, or to the lanes and by-ways leading into the neighbouring fields,
there quietly to converse and nieditate. And according to the testimony
of my experience and observation, the converse of these little parties was
seldom indeed of a purely worldly character. In general it was less or
more in unisor with the sacredness of the day ard the solemn services
just closed and soon to be resumed. There might be seen here and
there. also solitary walkers, who, charity, may suppose, were engaged in
deep. and. earhest ¢onverse with their owr.souls and with heaven;, In
that large: corigregation there would be some in meéntal darkness and
distress; who wrould instinctively and wisely seek to

: “ Withdraw, to hatmte by nan nrtods -

_ "o hold'communion thefe With God.” !

For, what christian: knows not that the secret sorrows of the heart may
not, and cannot, all be told to.man? There is sometimes.a swelling tide
of grief and sadness. in the soul that .can only find ar-outflow heaven-
ward. Solitude is then sought, and it is peculiarly sweet to those whose
heait is greatly sin-grieved as if drowned in sorrow. = S

The grave-yard, on Bar-hill, 2 little beyond and above the town, was
a fayourite resort for nota few during the inéersal. 1t was very notice-
able that. the strollers there, with but rare exceptions, weré clad in weeds
of woe, and that their faces gave indication “of sometbing more, and
darker far, than a. Sabbath soleimnity, ~ Grief-worn fedtures and wet eyeés
were 10 be witnessed theré, Numbers of the bereaved iére there, led:
thither' not. by idlé curiosity but :by affection, for affection. follows its
objects -even to the tomb, Paradosical as. it seeins, they weéie'there to
feed their sorrow and to sip $epulchral solace; for theré is a strange
melancholy satisfaction. felt on visiting'the resting place of the-departed
who were to-us very dear. A look at'the grave of the Toved gives vent
to pent up tears, and tends someuow to- lighten the load of grief that
weighs on the heart.. Su¢h is the fact, though psycliclogical and-
physiological 'science:mdy have failed to account forit. In some part of
that walled and sonewhat extensive burial-ground might be seen, at e
interval: hour, on almost any summer Spbbath, standing beside a compaid-
tively recent grave, a. widow withi perhaps a:child grasping her hand or
holding timorously -by her sable dress,—far the mothér’s kand hadto-be
withdrawn from that of her child o wipe away the tears that began to
trickle down her onceé rosy but now pallid cheeks. ' There the widow and
mother might be seen:gazing fisédly and sadly on-the sodsthat covered the
earth-idol of her 'heart, the husband of her youth, ‘and ‘the father of hey
children.. And if looks.and, heart-longmngs could bring che lost to life,
he that lies in that tomb .would soon be raised, But ‘this cannot'bet
There he must lie, and’ there' despite his widow’s.gtief and thé world’s
turmoil. he will sleep full 'soundly ti!l the resurrection.morn, when all the
dead shallspring to life, a mighty mass of immortality. Though doubtless
well oware. -of this, yet still she jooks, -as-if she-saw or hoped-to see,
through the ‘sward and'mould; that face so loved' and.so.familiar, which

NEERRETIR
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for years had been the light of her home aiid her heart. ‘She looks, and
looks, aud heeds not othérs,—and -others sacredly abstair from intrusion,
lest they disturb her affectionate but sorrowful reverie, They steal
quietly past at s respectful distance, and feel the while .. thrill of pity
pass:through their bosoms. For the humanheart is happily and delicately
attuned to- sympathy ; and tlie undulations of woethat are ever rolling
across. the grave-yard fail not to cause the heart-cords of its living
visitants to vibrate. Reader, have you never seen and: fell what I here
attempt feebly to describe.? But.other moursiers:besides the widow, were
there. Perchance a beredved mother might bé seen visiting the grave of
her darling babe§ or that of heradmired daughter cut down in the bloom
of girlhood; or that of her loved son Who had been suddenly tumbled
into the tomb. just as manhood- was about to. erown his brow, We have
long admired and wondered at the strength and durability of a:mother’s
love, and fully and cordially-assent to the affirmation of the poet when
he.sa 5‘. e . PR T . R . oo

)7‘ ’ #The warmest love that can grow:cold,’
_ ' It }s a mother’s loye:” - o ) '

No marvel that a mother’s love should induce her to visit the tomb-
of her children, taken from her by the hand of God, through the instru--
mentality of disease -or accident, when we know that a mother’s love
wilk cause her to cling to ‘a prodigal son, to visit him in the prison cell;
and to. refusé to forsake him when he is dragged to the scaffold. . The
purity, the intensity and undying character of a ‘mother’s affection, tell
of the departure-of a beiter state -of things than the present, and point
to a better world than this. How priceless a mother’s affection, when
guided by christian principle and consecrated by divine grace! What a
blessing to her family is a Christian rother,  Chiistian mothers are the
best guarantee, next to Divine promise and power, for the future weal
of our world; and We are strongly inclined to believe that that power
will be markedly exhibited, and ‘these promises.in large measure fulfilled,
through the instrumentality of Christian mothers.  Secripture and
experience prove-that as regardsmorality and religion as well as arboreous
nature, there is-a truth and force in.thé aphorism, ¢ As the twig is bent,
the treé is.in¢linéd.” But these remarks are intrusions here.

It could not escape thenotice of an dbservant mind, that of those
who. visited: the Bar-hill buiying ground, during the intermission of
public ‘worship-on Sabbath, the great majority were females. And we
suspect the same thingmight be said of, the uhofficisl voluntary visitarits
of Church-yards. ‘Why isit'that, of those who go to muse and moura
ainong the tombs; the greatér number are femdles?, Ifseems to be
wotian’s wont to.go iand Weep by the grave of the loved. It has been so
even with those cherishing " the holiest ‘the most sanctified-affection. It
does seem, and to the honer of the sex be it said, that woman loves
moré afdently, more unselfishly, and more enduringly than man, And
whea'her affection is-hallowed by thé baptism of the Spirit it becomes a
sublime ‘and-sacred pagsion afid most ‘benigh in its-influences.

t
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In my more juvenile years Bar-hill was frequently my rédort on Sab-
bath, while worship was ' intermitted, and usuany accompanied: by some
youth or youths of kindved.spixit. It was po- very sncied, and yet no’
unworthy motive that led me thither, T hadno occasion thento go and
mourn. at the grave .of a. lost relative or' friend. The church:yard:
of a/ neighbouring parish gave grave-room -td my forefathers and: the
more recent-departed: of my relatives, My visits ‘were, perhaps, partly
induced hy a sort of sympathy with what was.sad, to which I wasino-
stranger, notwithstandiig much hlameable week-day’ frivolity ; and
probably also by: the idea that there was great compatibility-between the.
services .of the sabbath and the solemnity of the sepulchre. But the

" chigf attraction there to me was Peden’s grave. There at what was

“ the gallows fit.,” m Scotland’s darkest days, that holy man Alexander
Peden, the oracle of the West, found: s resting place. He had been
buried at. the village of A~———k, abouta mile and a Kalf distant;
‘but to do his remains dishonor and to pour contempt on the sacred cause
for which he lived and 'labored, the persecuting-and sivage crew exhumed
his body, and reinterred it, rudely enough no doubt, at the foot of the
gallows .on Bar-hill at- G=—=~.. That wag:a. sacred: spot fo nie,
Having read. with -avidity and deep interest the records of the labours
and; sufferings of the martyrheroes of my native land, the grave of one
of those men of whom the world was not then worthy, and whose
memory :was yet traditionally fragrant in the district, could ot fail to
bave attractions for me; and every visit to. such a spot deep€ned iy
detestation of oppression, which has nevér waned, and fanned.in me the
love:of liberty, both civil and religious, a feeling which has only waxed
I ween, as years and intimacy. with.the world’s wickedness have increased..
I loved to.linger by Peden’s.grave. Well can I remember—and it is,
perhaps, forty-five years- ago;, sitting on, his.broad: tombstone. apd eating.
my, sabbath-day piece.- The.stone lay. flat, on the ground over the spot
‘wherg the good man’s -body had been laid. It.wds then. well: worn by

M

ithe.feet.of visitors, forming, as.it- did the lapding. place inside from:the

Jutting stone steps..(or..style as we called them). in the wall, and hy

svhich only.access was -obtamed, except. on. funeral oc¢asions, when the:
:gate was opened; ‘The *“two. thorns’ spoken. of in the life.of Peden;
were 'there; the predicted:junction of whichis, said to,be. fatal.to Scotland
~to.drench the land in. blood.. Few, if, any, really believed Peden to
'be.a prophet, a chatacter that.some have rashly:.¢laimed; for him, but
certainly-all believed: him: to have been an: eminently. pious and, devoted.
amang.and. a great suffezer for the cause of ;Ghrist,: . ... .
It frequently happened that. a-numbes of families from.a great distance .
assembled. during the interval in-one of the.inns;in the town, and.had
what was:called a: refieshment, -consisting of  bread-and cheese-and-beer..
From; lack -of light the: ban. of. Christian society. did: not- then, as it
happily in.good.measure-doesinow, rest. on the sale.and-use of intoxicating:
drink. .. But I never saw these.,Sabbath refiresfiments abused; and. often
have I partaken of them, . Some. of the: aged. Christian. fathers were
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usually present; one of whorn asked-a blessing by ‘offering p 2 solenin
prayer.and another returned thanks, and the conversation was invariably
of asolemnand religious character. Theremiglit bea little:* dothering
arid modest de¢lining an-the part of ‘some to shy -grace or rettrn thanks,
butevery thing was ¢ofiducted-in a becoming and Christian-like manner.
"There: was no lightness, audleast of all, excess;, which unsanctified genis
hids unfortunately associated -with these sabbath revnions. K

The hour of interval hating expired, the worshippers reassemble and
the. services begin by ‘praise and prayer.  There was no reading of
Scripture so far-as T remember, -But after prayer-a few lines were sung
and- then. the worthy minister gave out the text. From that moment
there was marked-stillnessand atteution, -for his preaching was fitted to
rivet as-well-as to rouse. - It was not a-cold harangue, -or a compound of
cradities, - It consisted of vigorous thinking and of earnést impassioned
itterances,. He 'preached: « as a dying man to dyingmen?’ -It issaid
that Dr. John Dick, of Glasgow, than swhoin no one was a better judge
of preaching, paid Mr, W s a high -compliment (and compliments
were scarce with the Dr.) after hearing him: on some sacramental occasion
in the¢ountry. The Dr. simply remarkedto some brotherminister, and
the temark is'so like the Dr. ““that ‘man can preach” “

But I must elose, and when I write again, I must speak of that
memorable ‘Sabbath Class in the Manse Barn, and of the Sabbath
evenings in- my then loved and still gratefully remémbered home.

PO

SUBSTANCE OF THE LECTURE DELIVERED. AT THE

. ‘OPENING OF THE SESSION O¥ THE U, P. DIVINITY
. HALL, ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16rx.

o ' BY THE BEV. JOEN TAYLOR, D.D.

- In opening ‘another Session of the Divinity Hall, I purpose, as
usual oh sich ocgasions, besidés stating the course of study to be
pursued during the Wirter, to make some remarks relating to our
undertaking-—the prosecution "of theological learninig, and also to
offer a few, at least, y‘v.e‘l]g ineantadvices to the'students respecting the
spirit and fanuer in which they ought to' éngage  in their work—for
work ih good esrnest Thope all of us contemplate, |
_ The object 'we aim dt—the ‘object for which schools of sacred
léarning have been instituted;is sufficiently obvious. If is$o qualify
iien so far as edrcation v ill go, for preaching the words of efernal
ife, and for performing satisfactorily the-other parts of the duty of
wifiisters of the gospel. Such is our well-anderssood object; and
gurely  we iay be allowed af the outset, o say that it is one,. the
importaride of which cannob be overestimated. ~Far be it from us to
speik dispardgingly of °

) yardgit _the honest and, honourable pursuits of a
agculas kind in which teri 'engagé ; and-especially let us not- depreciate
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the learned professions; to,which many devote themselves, and in.the
following out of whieh, both the highest.talents, and the rarest attain,
ments, find full and appropriate- scope...-.In the.zealous, prosecution
of such professions, the individuals enjoy most.favourable opportuni-
ties for personal improvement, and if they. really .become eminent,in
their callings, they can scarcely fail to reach a high degree of mental
cultivation, which must always command, respect wherever it is to.be
found. These professions also, when honourably pursued, undoubted-
1y contribute not only to men’s temporal , welfare,. bub. serve also to
promote the social and moral interests of the.community. We must
be excused; however, for saying that, even in these-respects, all such
.professions fall immeasurably. short, of our.sacred vocation. The
themes with which our attention is occupied are of all others: the
most lofty. - They call for, .and .exercise, -and improve, faculties the
most-acute and vigorous, . They.demand learning the.most thorough
and profound ; .and. they are fitted, under God’s blessing, to. exert
an influence the most heneficial on the moral and spiritual nature of
all who honestly and earnestly, devote themselves;to .their investiga-
tion. Then, as to the effects which our office is fitted to produce:-on
our fellow men, we venture to affirm -that. there is really . nothing
which so much .advances.the social, and.even temporal, welfare.of a
community, as the faithful, able, and successful preaching -of .the
gospel. 'Would you elevate a.degraded peighbourhood above neglis
gence,indolence, poverty and wretchedness, with probably discord, dis-
sipation and vice, no method so effectual can be adopted as to send
among them a humble, pious, competent, and zealous preacher of the
gospel. . In proportion as his labours, acéompanied by divine grace, be*
come successful, intelligence, industry, sobriety,coneord, good-will,and
general comfort and prosperity may be expected to result. But this
1s taking low ground. Incomparably the most important aspect of our
profession has still to be brought into view. Let us recollect, then,
that it bears more directly than any other.on the promotion of the
glory of God in the highest, which must, always be regarded as the
noblest object in the universe, while at the sameé time, it aims. specifi-
cally at securing the eternal welfare of our fellow men, turning theni
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
rescuing them from guilt and depravity, and the natural and inevita-
ble consequences thereof, everlasting fire prepared for the devil and
his angels; and as ‘a humble instrumentality in'the hands of .phe
Holy Spirit, introducing them into a state of favour and accepfance
with God, restoring to them the moral image of their Creator, and
thus after fitting them for joy and peace here upon earth, conducting
them to glory, bohour and immortality in‘heayen. The transcendent
importanée of the department to which we have devoted ourselves
need not be enlarged on. It ie universally gdﬁittgd. . Alas ﬂj,aj; S0
many who admit it, content themselves with the. admission.] May
God give us grace, whilé magnifying our office, to feel deeply our
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anworthiness of if;, and may He enable us henceforth to shew our-
gelves workmen wha shall less need to be.ashamed: =~

But the great question presented to our considération is, how shall
:amen begt become qualified for that oflice-? Or rathet, a more limited
inquiry d_er‘,_na,,nélssi our attention ; for with respect to.a most important,
indeed, the principal part of ‘the qualification, there is no room for
hesitation. Divine grace is clearly and largely needed. Tvery
chrigtian, and especially -every christian minister, must be taught. of
God. Of this, great and indispensable qualification e are not called
at; present to speak. Forobtaining Divinie grace, the divinely appoins-
£d means of grace must be used, especially earnest, humble, believing
prayer must be offered up. For God giveth his Holy Spirit to them
that ask him, more readily than parents who are-evil give good gifts
to. itheir. children. All students in. Divinity we trust thoroughly
understand this, andpractically realise it by abounding in prayer and
diligently observing all the public and private ordinances-of religion.
In all which may they more-and more abound.

Our enquiry at present relates to the training of the understanding
and; theimparting of knowledge——what is.generally called education—
to qualify for the pacred office. It is an exceédingly important, and,
withal somewhat difficult quesfion, How may thisbe best effécted ?
It is manifest at.first sight that there are-just two-sources, from one
or-both of which, information. on such a subject may be-obtained—
the word. of Guod, or our own judgment guided by general principles,
and, the lights. of experience. 'Now the most caveful and candid
readers of: Scripture agree in admitting that' nothing like express
dizections. are there. to be found regarding it. It is manifestly on
congsiderations of expediency that our whole procedure must -be
founded. . Indeed ‘it cannot. be shown c¢learly-from revelation
that. any. particular education is required for the gospel ministry ;
and .we are far from beleiving that if is absolutely essential. From.
the first, men, were invested: with the office who: owed little to
the schools, There have doubtless beex true and:successful ininisters
—men owned of God; and blessed for the conversion and salvation
of souls, who. could 1ot even réad the Scimptires when plainly
translated into their mother tongue. It is well known that, even in
modern times, séveral denominalions which have greatly flourished,
and have effected no small amount of spiritual good; have made no
pretensions to limit themselves' to: an educated ministry.. - The
Church. of England in particular—the richest in Christendom—~and:
which has alvays been distinguisked for a hosti of pre-eminently learned
diviges, has all along had a considerable proportion of its ciergy
who. were men of the very sienderest.education, who in fact could
-do little more than read the Prayer Book: Indeed;at a time not
long. gome. by, it was. customary in some; sections of the Church to
decry learning in Ministers. Man-made Ministers were objects of
derision and defestation; -and it was a comnion saying ‘that un-
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sacntified learning had done much harm to the Church. The. tone
of public opinion u=d feeling seems now to'be changed. There are
scarcely any who-do.not. show that they are sensible of the utility of
education. Men who possess it are generally selected for places
of importance; and in most denominations, some provision ig.made
for the training of those who are to 'be invested ‘with: the. ministry.
1t is safe to say that.experience sanctions these views ; and that the
blessing of the Head -of the Church has generally rested- most
abundantly on the labours.of those who have possessed learning &ind
-other natural qualifications for-¢ffice. 8o it was from the first. ‘Saul
of Tarsus was-evidently a man of'superior taleuts, 4nd was.distinguish-
ed for learning among the Apostles, having been trained in the school
of Gamalicl ;and seethe place which divine grace assigned him in the
Church. Consider how large aportion of the-New Testament came
from his pen; and reflect on the kind of his Writings, not indeed of
higher authority than: those of his brethren, but undoubtedly by far
the most fitted to furnish us with the materials for framing a system
-of theology.. .- et = - L C
Oar own Church at home has always been careful to gecure a
considerably educated ministry ; and a‘scheme of traibing has been
there adopted which is. found to give very general satisfaction. In
Canada also, our denomination has shown a strong desire to avoid
the inconvenience of an-aneducated ministry. In ordet to thisy We
have depended mainly o1, what.is riot to be thought of, except as a
temporary expedient, a supply of Ministers froi the parent Church ;
and great are our obligations to that Chureh for the kindly initerest
she lias taken in us, the numerous able Ministers she has sentus, and
. the large sums: of money shé has long and freely expended on us.
It was, however, felt that an attempt should be made to train up
Ministers in the Province. A Divinity Hall accordingly wasinsti-
tuted a number of years.ago, which. has been attended wwith a degrée
of success for which we have abundant cause to be thankful. It has
furnished 2 number :of Ministers who are creditably and usefally
occupying charges; and whose .characters and labours are commanding
the respect.of the Ministers and Members-of the Church. Forthe
conducting of th’'s.institution a plan was adopted which has under-
gone several moufications, and I do-conseientiously beliéve, no. sinall
improvement. It is, however, far-from being already perfect; and it
is surely not. to be regretted that, in connection with the Union soon
to be consummated between another .denomination and -ours, the
scheme of theological education will be subjected to revision. Ma¥
God give wisdom, prudence and grace fo.those to whom this duty
has been assigned, to frame-a system which shall work harmoniously
and comfortably for teachers and taught; and shall afford-to the
gl};urch a plentiful supply of learned, sound, and holy Ministers of
vish, . . L1 T e
Oune chief point..demanding consideratior will be the preparatory
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¢ducation to bé required before admittance to the study of Divinity:
This is in itself 4 matbei of great importance, aparb albogether from
the laying down of regulations for condutting the theological cotitge’;
‘but in connection with that also, it requives spécial afitention ;- and
in faet it is with referende ‘to it, in ‘& great yneasure, thatthe mode
of teaching dnght to be chosen, and the period of attendaned oughit
to be fixed. In -determir.og the demand fo be ridde on intiants,
regard must, of sourse, be had to circumsthinees which are-in tio-sall
degree uncoutrolidble. But 4t the saie' tiime it/is to be recollected
that the circumstances of thig country, with regard to' eductition,
gre rapidly and happily changing. No inconsiderable share of thé
inconvenience we at present encounter in‘our Hall, fesilts from the
fact that the studénts-are in so very different stages of attainmeiit
at the time-of their entiy.  They evideiitly fall into thiree clisses—-
those who have talken-§ regulay TUniversity course before entering
with us—thosé 'who are taking such a couise durinng theéir attendance
with us—and those who have nigither takei;, nor are taking the eoutse.
W have génerilly some of ull-these classes. ~But ‘the third s
usually much larger than both the other two united. The difficulty
has béen id & Iopting plans' suitable for all. ' Perhaps it is- only
an approxithation shat could b expected to be tade; and it ‘seens
natural that we should be guided chiefly by the claims 'of the
majority.'-"‘f’ . R ) [ oo . o e oLt .
Students of thie first class, 1f possessed of good- sense; and really
anxious for improvement might, and I triist do, turn-théirtime to good
accéount, and 14F themselves-diligently out in private study. To per-
forls Whose mihds dre somewhat matured diid who -have béei “diss:
_ciplined by 4 regulat dourse of acadernical ' trahning, stich branches
&s we teach do not specially régiiive ‘@ living’ instiuctor ; and I hope:
thiy sestion of our studehts do by serrously Suffer, thouph “the
course followed in ‘the Hall ‘misy not be pétfectly adapted to hein.
The second ¢lass—those Whe' aré‘taking their University ‘coutse; T
beélieve, expérience’ moré inconvenierice.” The work of the Hall is
far from oppressive. T puirpossly abstain from making it 8o, reckoning
it far better that the studenss should have full leisiive'for -deliberate
reflecion on every subjéct brought under their considevation; and
that they shoild alse, to 4 reasonablé "extent, ‘nave opportunity for
prosecuting tinprescribed studies to which they may be'partial: -Sth:
preparation for the Hall necessarily requives some time'; and- the
coiirse in University ‘College 18 very propefly sowegulated a8 1o
afford full employment to the undergraduates, so. that it is ‘scareely
possible to- appéar respectably ii oth, withoit ovér-strainifig: - In
faét some have fouitd it nbeessaty to absent thetisslves-froti thie Hell
for a sessioh, in order that théy wisht Maintati ‘their position i
Collsge. ‘The ¢ise of this elass -of " stifients I Husbly conceive
requaires very seriotis-eonsideration. - Withréspéch o the third class;,
those Who HEvé tieithier Sakeh tok hre taking: 4 vegular University
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course, the Synod have made what 1 deem some wise and salutary
regulations. They always had it:in their power to attend. University
College as Occasional Students, and some,of them very wisely and
faithfully embraced the opportunity. But the Synod . were gurely
entitled to see that this was in no case neglected, The. Committee
on Theological Educat.on were therefore suthorised. to. regulate the
studies of those attendmg th,e Hail. buch power i3, doubtless liable
to be abused, but there are obvious checks. Hitherto, if there has
been any fault it. has bean on the .side of excessive leniency,, .and I
feel confident the Committee. will never be chargeable with going fo
an unreasonable. extreme, though unless we are to be unfaithful tp
our ecclesiagtical superiors, ir is necessary .for us o see, that-every
Student shall undertake a moderate amount. of . work. S -

It has always seemed to me, that there is nothing extravagant in
expecting that Students, besides: attendmg “here .one-hounr. a_day;
should attend two classes evexy season in University ‘Gollege ; and were
they thus to take eight classes .during their four years course; they
might not unreasonab]y_“be regarded as college-bred men, though
without a degree... “In' fack this is the. real ,position of the, -greab
majority of Ministers in Scotland I find well informed persons are
of opinion that two . hours on. an sysrage, isa xea,sonable time tg
prepare for a. class Suppose. thea .hat; two elasses in.addition to
the Hall were taken. Thaf would reqmre—preparatlon and atfendance
—qine hours;, to, which add cne hourfor journeying $o,and from $he
places of meeting, ten hours in all, on five days of the week. Now
in a week there are one hundred and sixty-eight hours ; and it does
not.seem too, much thab fifty of these—far less than, one-third of, the.
whole—should be devoted %o: une’s proper business. Or; to..take a
more minute survey, in the day there are twenty-four hours ; of
these take ten, as before, for classes; Tet one hour be sacred to
devotion ; allow.an hour and a half for meals two hours for recreation,
and. eloht for sleep.; Still there is.a margin of jone-hour and & half
for emergencies, And then’ there is the Whole of the Sabbath for g
holy rest and the public and private exgreises of worship. There is
also.the whole of Saturday for any special ‘employments thut may
Tequire attention, It should be considered, too, that the studies to
which we.-have refem:ed are very different. from, and far less exhausigmo-
than, tem hours of continuous application to one subject. The
alternation from ong branch to .another, and from preparation: in
private to attendance ab. a,{ql,ass, is . reahty, ;Y 1elaxat10n and a rest
to themind. . -

. Letme just'sdd that it was made matter. of complamt that the Com-

mittee, last: -yesr, arranged with each student separately and private:
ly., It was-nothing else than g desite for delicacy. thatinduced us-to
take sucha gouxse. We may, thouah most-unintentionally, and. really
with akindly object in view; have fallen into a mistaka ; this however,
we are perfectly prepared to:avoid in future, s..d-ars willing to. dispose
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of every case, not only in the. pregence of all the Students, but also
before a general audience. We gain nothing by privacy. It will
be.recollected also. that the. Committee are required by the Synod,
to give acertificate to each Student respecting his liferary and
philosophical. pursuits during the session. This duty we shall be
able to perform only on our receiving from. each, a certificate by the
Professors he has attended, assuring us.of his regularity and profi-
ciency. It may be proper further to remark, that the plea of being
engaged with-other avocations. so-as to prevent one from attending to
his studies. during the winter, surely cannot bo recognized as
legitimate. Study is the proper business of the season ;and.it sgems
quite reasonable that to that_everything should give way. If we
would present to the church men qualified for preaching, at the end
of their eourse, the time of the course itself must be devoted to
preparation. - - oo e '

o (To be concluded. it our newt. )
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OUTLIFES OF TiiEbl;'.pGI,‘, BY THE ,REV;:.IA. ArexanpEr HoDGE,
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church Fredricksburg, Virginia.,
Royal 8vo pp. 922 New York, Carter & Brothers, 1860.

The author of this.worlk is a:son;and former pupil, of the celebrated
Dr. Charles Hodge of Princeton ; :and acknowledges that in bringing
together his materials he has used the list of questions given by his
father to two successive classes, and has. also had frequent oral
communication with him on the subject both in public-and private.
The Theology, then, we sup,, sse:is substantially that of the illuétrious
fmlf;essor,' and: to. many this will be-no-small recommendation of the

ook: - - oo o L

‘The range of topics is considerably extensive-~much more so than
is.1o ‘be found in many modern systems. It is not quite-so full,
howerver; as that of Dr. Dick. It has-in faet nothing corresponding
% the last ten of his Lectures which are occupied with the con-
sideration of the Church—its varions forms: of Government--and
the Moral Law. But on somé points, it.is much-ampler than his
work. Forexample, in treating of Creation, there is & recognition
of Geology,. for which Dr. D. had-a great :and unreasonable contempt.
He - sneeringly fosses it aside, quoting Cowper who represents
geologists as saying of the world, o o
S : “That He who made:it, and revealewiis date . -

. .. ToMoses:was mistakenin itsage.” - - :
Whereas-almostall recent interpreters of Scripture are agréed that if
God revealed the date of the creation to Moses, neither he; nor any
one else, has communicated it to: us. Mr Hodge, on the contrary,
admits all the leading facts for which geologists contend, and main-
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tains that they are not inéohsistent with Seripture rightly interpreted.
The work is by no means a -catechism ; bub the greater part of it
is in the-form of question and answer. It is considerably condensed,
and will be relished chiefly by professional stidents; thoughibtis
not ‘abt all intended -exclusively for them.  Indeed the author tells
us that it originated in coninection with the immediate woik of
instructing ‘the members' of his pastoral ¢harge, and that several
parts of it were delivered to his congregation every Sabbath night.
It is aceordingly rather popular in its composition;and while far from
light reading, is quite intelligible -to any one willing to make it &
subject of stady. - S e -

Lecrdres. ox MerarHYSics aND Locic, By Siz WipLiam Hawm-
ILTON, BART., Professor of Logic and Metaphysics, in the Univer-
sity of Edinburyk. Epitep Y vHE Rev. H. L. Manset, B.D.,
Oxrorp, AND JOHN VEITCH, M.A., EpiNBURGH. Intwo volumes.
Vol. I1., Logic. Royal'8vo, pp 731. Boston: Gould and Lincoln,
Hamilton, C. W.: Brown &-Co. 1860,

This volume completes the American edition of Sir William Hamilton’s
Lectures, which gives in two_massive, and really handsome, tomes what
occupies four at home. Considering the nature of this work, it is almost
sufficient for us here to inform Canadian studefits that they may row have
it, in quite a satisfactory form, for just half the British price. We have
fo doubt that it will become-the standard work on Logic, and will, of
course displace Whately’s Elements:; or; some simplification if it will be
produced which will be better adapted for teaching.

That Sir William was presiinent for talentsand learning; is univer-
sally admitted ; but he seems to have been exceedingly well aware of
it. He is always dogmatical, frequently imperious, and sometimes fierce,
and almost savage. The admirers.of the late Dr, Thomas Brows, who
are many, could not but be shocked at the truculence with which ke is
treated in the precedingvolume; and they will still believe that, in point
of acuteness aud ingemity, he surpassed his reviewer and almost all other
men. In the present volume the Archbishop'of Dublin is 'spoken of,.as
an-author, in a maraer {he reverse-of complimentary. The Zlements, it
is-said, arefar behind the advancement of the science of which they
treat ; they are deformed with:numerous.and serious errors 5 and the only
recommencation they possess is that.of being the best book on the sub-
Jectin a language which: has:absolutely no other deserving of notice.”

Many are disposed fo.speak slightingly of the Gniversity of Edinburgh;
on account of its want of discipline. In thatrespect we are mot pre:
pared to defend i, though, of late, it has greatly improved; but as
affording the means and -opportunities of education, we know of no school
by which itis surpassed, ZLet those-given 'to-sneer at it, master Sir W.
Hamlten’stwo volumes, if they can; and besides doing 1 good work: for
themselves, they will probably forar ajaster and more Yespettful estimate
of Alnt Mater. A o '
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- Pisstonary Ewtelligenee,

! INDIA.~—~BEAWR, RAJPOOTANA.
. The following extracts, from letters of the Rev. W. Schoolbred will. be read
with-dnterest s=- ’ ) oo . . . o
14rE May, 1860.~Occasionally we have & dust storm, bad enough in its way
but, as I -can-avouch, a trifleé compared-with a sand-stormrin the desert. The other
evecing, as I was reading with the moonshee, although not later than five o'cloek,
iti suddenly became sodark that I1-wag obliged to lay aside.my bpoky We t,h,ogg]xt
the:clouds were gatliering for a. thunder.gtorm, when in:rushed the Masil, aronsed .
from_his.usnal-sluggish gait d4nd pace by. some excitement. He threw :o,p,e,ﬁ.f,he '
door-looking to.the west; ‘and exclaimed—«.Sahib:! Dekho buni omdhi ati hai,”
(Lwok, sir! there’s a great dust storm coming);..and sure eough there it was ; 4
huge-black mass filling ‘the whole air, eclipsing the sup, hiding the ‘vesterp hills,
rolling apd: swirling,.it careered across.the plain like arace borse. The Masal
bad scarcely Ati‘e to shut the door before; it was on us ;, blowing great:guns, and
filling' the air, and jvside the bungalow, with a fine dust;powder, extremely irrita-
ting to the organs of respiration.. Qutside, ngthing was to be seen except a.dense
yellow baze, thick.as pez-soup, and not-ualike a,genuipe London, fog in appearance.
The storm-continued.at.its height for about.twenty, minptes, and; then :gradually |
subsided. Next daythesir was copler and more pleasant. . By aid of the tz;.ﬁy,
we inansge t0. keep ilie bupgalow at g very tolerable temperature, ~So thoroughly
does:it-eool dowp:the giv, that, in its immediate vicinity, there ’i‘g,danger; of cafch:’
ing:cold; .and.the beputy-of its working lies:iz this, &hab_ghe strb_nger and hotter
the wind, the lower and-moje sgreeable is, the temperature produced insidé.
When thereis np-wind,.and epnsequently the taties do.not work, you can always
have recourse to the:punkahs. By these artificial means the'hot sgagon ig made’
quite-talerable while it lgste,and its.duration is pot by any 'means long. By the
20th; of June the: raing.are expected, and,then the, hot winds. take théir leave foé
a.season, A8 some compensation for itg.disagreenbles, it is also consolitary to
know that-the hot season-ig.allowed. on. all hands $o be. véry besalthy. Indeed,
with-the exception of another; attack of rheumatism. in my, ankle, which ‘has cons.
fined;me-to-the house foi: o week or o, I never epjoyed better health than at’
present.; although,.of ‘course, oneds lesa capable of vigorous effort of sny kind
either bodily -or mental,.during the continugnce of so-iptense:d heat. -~ .7
When detained ot Erinpoorah by poor.Mr. Steel's:illuess, the trumpetér of the
Jodhpour-Legion; named Lumsden; stationed there, called on Dr, Wilsqn and myself,,
He.ig-an Irishman:by .extraction,.but, was born.in, India, and hag never quitled the
country... Ha-represented. that:for some. time he bhed: been living with a native
wamsn:as his:wife; that,.since there was nochaplain at the station, he had yever
been legally, married to her;, buliwasanzious that she-should be baptized into.the -
Christain. faitk, and the, ceremony -of marriage -duly performed. .We gave him .
every ehconragement i carvy-oyt bis, wish,; but suggested that, ip the meantime, |
the woman.shopldibe more thoroughly. instracted, by, Chinfooram apd that, on
his, returnfcom . Beawr, Dr. Wilson would: baptize the woman, and solemnize the
marriage. Itso hyppened; however, that, contrary to his original intentions, Dr.
‘Wiilson did; not,returs byiErinpooral. -About a mqnthago, the. Irishman, having
got his furlough,.came to Beawr, bringiug, the, woman with liim. They, have been .
hiving in.my compound, and Chinfgoram bas. continued his instructions daily..
After répeated-examingtions, I think the yoman has now a competent knowledge
of the great essentials of gunreligion, and is earnest aud sinepre’in her profession ’
o faith in:the Saviour: fo:mprrow evening, therefore, I intend to admit-her into

the Church by baptism, and immediately.affer tp,‘pergoms the, marrjage. cereraony:.
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and found her Christian knowledge competent, and the expression of her faith in
the Suviour apparently sincere, I ptoceeded to solemuize: the. baptismal and mar-
riage ceremonies. A number of natives were present, and seemed considerably
impresged by the simple solemuity of the rites. I pray God that this may only
be the first fruits of an abundant harvest, which, ere long, shall be gathered in
Rajpootana. e - '

" 127w June.—On Saturday last I was favotred with' a visit from Major Lloyd,
the Deputy Comimissioner. who conversed with me for about -an hour ‘very
agreedbly on general topics; and he-expresséd the almost-universal:opinion, that
in l;elect;ing Beawr as:a station; we had fallen on one:of the healthiest gpots in-all

ndia, o e DT

“iire Juet 1860,—T think I mebtioned, in lastléttér, that the Jain Jati bad
rétirned from Ajmere, and -was in the 'habit'of paying ms:frequent visits, He
has dévoted himself to the study of English with a-most laudablé ...d-astonishing
perseverance, espetially <when it is copsidered thdthé is now a iman wellup in

ears, Ipresented-him with a° Hindi-English-&ramiiar, "to the mastery of which

te at ouce set hiinself thoth andl nail. To sée’ hitn Svith'hig shiven head; sharp
razorlike featuves, anud pieicing éyé; bénding down over thelitfleslip of paper
on which he had written in Devauagari ‘chardctérs. theriames & our parts of.
speech, with his unfailing besom tucked undér ode arm, and quite a sinall library
of "books tied ap in & divtyrag 1yiig at his feet, was .quite a 'spectacle. The
intense eagerness of the'man fiaslied out from hid:eyes; and spoke-in évery feature
and’ attitude. There he'sat and conned over thé weary words, “article, noun,
adjective, pronoun,” &c: &¢: ‘The thréelast * préposition, conjunétion, interjection;.
which fre-someyhat jaw bréaking -even to an-Englishinan, hé fouiid: particularly
hard ; and the facial aid bodily codtortions With whith he twisted them out;
together with. the fadian{ ook of triumph Which followed: their ‘mastery, were
something wonderful to-behold. During his visits, for two days, T scaréely, heard
any sound pass his lips, éxcépt those réprésenting the graminntienl; and anything
but tuneful'noige. And I 'any very #iuch mistalten if they arfe not very deeply
ebgraven on'His memory, and do‘iiot océasionally “haunt-bhis'dréams. ‘Buf, while.
thus edger on'the sfudy-of the Tanguags, hie has'not been. forgetfal of higher and:
more importait studies: He continted to' read his Hindostapi New Testainent:;
and ad-he read, and questioned, and pondéved, his leanings to Christianity became
every day miore.apparent. He-gave iis all & surprise one Suunday morniog by
appeariiig af oiir service. A8T emeéiged froin the bungalow, befire six o'clock
A, he was standing outside waiting for my appéarandce, and, to my-great smazes
ment, greeted mewith thissalutation;, if ‘broken English,—* Verily, verily, I say
uato you, that Jesus Christ is the Son 9f God and thé Saviour of men” With
the utmost composiré.and fearlessness he then repeated the same wordsin Hindo:
stani, although a number of My servants and’ other natives ¥vere standing round.
listennig to what-he said; ‘He-then, uninvited, iniimated his-intention. of being
preseéntat our worship, and,although Tkiew that-he could .understand very: little
of what was 5aid, I did not-discourag&hii; hoping that the very 'simplicity and
spirituality of our worship hight forcibly-afid:beneficially impress his heart. I.
did ‘not; gee him durink the'servide, as he'sat rathérbehind fie; britT ami:told thas.
he seemed deeply intérésted in-all that was going-on, ahd*esnducted Limyelf tvith -
the utimost decorum. * Sb-much ~was this-the:case; that’ Majoit Tioyd,+who,:on: his:
entranice, bad eyed him'with Jooks of suspicioni:and- distrust;:spid before allof us-
at‘the close of worship,—*I-thought at first. that Jati had.coine ‘from. interested
motives, because he'has a case pending’ in:iiy court; bab I'begin to' think Lhave
Judged him too harshly. The earnestness of the an <vas remarkable, and good:
may copie of it:” Iadded'my amen'to that, and ‘hope snd Pray enroestly- that
the everlasting good, fiot only of Jati, bat.-of very many of-hia -éo-religionists,
may, in God’s'good-time, be the result. What Z[.chiéﬂy"agr'miie" in: theJati -is: His:
independence-and utler fenrléssness of condequencess, . The ‘ndtives now. univers
sally pointto-bim, and call'him-a'Christian ; and‘that peVer- discomposes-him.in
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the slightest. Man§ of {he wealthier Jain faiilies, both here and' in. Ajmeve,’
whoge-Guriror spirithal idstructor he was; have-closed théir doors<upod him as #
renegade and:npostate; he'holds on his course uhitiovéd. ¢ So much the worse
for them,” he Snys; ““t4 me it is hothing.” His copduct jinthis respect is the moré
admirable, beenuse it forrus so'noted an exception to that usually followed by
inquiring uatives, 'who, dlmdst to n'man, belong to:the Nicoderius’ school, -and:
vefér to pay their visits tothe Padre Sabib by uight, or when they are Tleast
ikely to. be obgerved.w - o Lot S
.Mr: Schoolbred-pteaclies évery Sabbath to-the English residents. He says i< -
Ofi the morbing:of last'Sabbath, after our usual service, we obsetved our first
communion: 1, of course, followéd the Presbyterian form, athougly almost all the
communicants- belong to-the Church of Bogland, 2fid had never seen it digpensed
otherwise than-in:the Bpiscopal form. I had-some little besitation at first about
the mode of procédure, but 1t seemed to me bést, afterintimating that theordi-
pubce was to be observed; explaining its batare; and: puintiug out who alune were
invited:to be presentand could'worthily communicate, to leave it to the conscience:
of each whether’be thought it his - dut® to take part with ug of-not. I-am glad
to say thiat the result-wasmost encoursging., All the English resident here, with
ohe exteption, remained:to communicate, Chintooram ias the only native wha
took part.fvith-us.-oiv this iuteresting -occhsion, I felt it to be findeed a time of
refréshing and spiritudl joy, and trust-that it may. be-blest to all who united to
observe thé comniemoratiofi feast of the Lgrd. ' . o,
I have often had-oceasion in former letters to notice with gratitude the-great
kindness of Dr, Smally and I havé:now to record another proof of His-Chtistian
liberality .and zeal for the success of the 'mission. He'surprised me the other
evening-by sending across a cheque for rupeés one hundred (£10): accumpanied
with.a:very kindletter, expressing & wish ‘that the money should be-devoted to
civeulating Bibles and religious books among the patives, or to. any otheér purpose
Ishould-deém mosofit. I'shall carry out his-wishes-as-soon as practicible;” This
.one difficulty liesin the wiy of book-and tract distribution. that very few ‘indeed
of the niatives here .can-read Hindostani in'tlie Persic or Devauagari characters,
ia twhich these books are printed. They kuow the languagé, but can read it only
when printed orwritten i thé Marwari. chatacter; and I interd almost imme-
diately to commience ‘the tradslation of the patables and some easy traéts into-
thag.dialéct. Inia former Yetter 1 explained that-the chief difference lies in the
formi of the lettérs andia-few dialecticvarieties, and. with the aid 6f my moonshee,
1 hope to -overcome - the. difficulties of translation. You.will please to note this.
donation from Dr: Small in the Record. .-He:seénds you his kind régurds; and bids
nie-suy-how inuch pleasuré. it-affords hita to.be of service to 'the mission. Tam
delighted to -bé -assured-that two.additional missioiigiies' will (D, 7:) jola me
nextwiater; although:soviy 0 ‘obsesve that cofuparatively go few-have yet -given.
theniselves to the good-work.—T. P. Missiornury Record. '
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, TETTER FRON OUE, COBRESPONDENT I¥ Scomtand.. .
S T R ) oW .Glasaow, Oct, 5th, 1880,
Mz Dean Sm,—Last.week was a season of éxtraordinary interest and excites
ment hege;.in consequence of the:meeting in ‘Glasgoty of the National Associatirn
fur the Promotion. of Social Science: For ‘weeks before, the .expectations of the
commupity were.awakened by. anponncements. that Brougham was.}o-be- present
and to preside, and: that various worthies of less note were-also to take part-in the:
proceedings. . High as the-expectations were, I helieve that geperally they were
more than realized by, the papers fead before the varioug sections, the discussions

upun {hese papers, and other circumstnneés and events Connedted with the ‘Associ-
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ation’s:meeting. The opening meening in the City. Hall wasa wonderful trivmph,
and showed in a very striking manner the admiration, and respect with whigh
Lord Brougham js regavded by the people of this country. When the old: msn
appeared. the whole audience, consisting of three thousand persons, not-only from
Glasgow, but from.all . parts of Scotland, received him with an .enthusiastic wel-.
come. During thefirsthalf hour of his addresy:he wasitolerably well heard, and,
during the remainder.of .it, it was possible by.close . attention.to follow the: train
of thought if within thirty or forty yavds of the speaker, buf. many .in the hall
failed to-hear. Yet; for two hours ‘the people sat quiet, apparently counting
themselves happy:if naw and-them they could eatch .a:sentence from the. lips of
« the old-man. eloquent.” A times throughont. the- address' he.spoke. with.great
vehemence, and his witherjog denunciations of American slavery and Neapolitan
despotism awakened thoughts of tlie days when, as the pegple’s:tribune, he:made
the walls of St. Stephep’s. ring..and caused the hearts of profligates and tyrants
to qupke. The adiliess of Lord Brougham, for the number of topies which. it
embraged, the fresh and acetirate information which. it, communicated, 4nd.the
far reaching sagacity which it evinced; waga wonderful production, and wag,
fitted; to-excite new admiration of that powerful, versatile, and ever green; intel:
lect'which has sported itgelf for neavly three.score years.and ten.amid the various
branches of human.knowledge, tp the-delight and improvement.of his conntrymen,
and the world. Mr. Moncreiff, the Lord Advocate, raised himself by his appear-
ances, and regained much of that confidence which by, his. late. Aonuity Tax
Legislation he had forfeited. His speech as Pgesident of the Juacisprudenge
Department was admirable both in matter and manner, although L could:not help
thipking &s I listened to hig:distinet, simple, and philosophical uttevances, that he.
has wither one distinet set of sentiments-for the College of Glasgow, and another
for the -Senatorinl Palace-at Westminster, or he must he greally clogged, and.
hampered 2s to the expression and -carrying out -of hig views, He stated: most
dijstinetly that entails might be immediately and entirely abolished with great
advantage to the.community; and'that. now when by the. trigonometrical gurvey .
we had got a large and aceurate.map of S¢ptiand, the. transfer of land . from. ope .
person to-another might be-made as.simple .and €asy_as, the copveyance .of any
piece of moveable property. I do.not.expect.to see these yiews.carried:out-fnlly
for g long time yet, but rejoice: that sentiments so healthy aad liberal werg
expressed.so well,'and were regeived apparently with acquies¢ence and: delight, by
0 large and influential a section of the people of Seotland. In oue of the
secfions there was g lively digcugsion on. the' * botly™ systens, in which Dr. Begg, .
of Edinburgh, toak part, The reverend doctor iaa ready. speaker, clothing
vigorous thoughtswith, forcible and trenchant language; nob, top sensitiye: ox
scrupulous, apd-withgl, g capital-dogr of rough wark in ecclesiastical or political
agitation. ~ But the most-exciting discussion was-that on the queéstion of National
Educafion, in which all parties, except-the Voluntary Eddeatianists, togk patt,.and.
were vepresented-by some of their best and ablest men. From' the Established
Church we ‘had Dr. Robt. Lee;" Principal Tulloch, Professor Cambell Swinton,
Dr, Gillan, and Dr. Bobertson; the Free Church supplied the Lord Advocate and
his brother, Sir Harr¥, Drs: Guthftig, Begg::and Buchgnan, and'Mr, W. M, Dunlop,
M. P.; and the United Presbyterions were.représented by Mr. Duncan MeLaren,
Mr: Renton, of Kelso, and Dr, Taylor, Altogether th, discussion, merely as a
display of beautifgl.and ‘earnest intelléctuial gladiatorship, was frst rate, and I
believe-Sir Jamés Kay Shuttleworth when hesaid that it had never been his lot
to-listen to-so admiirable @ digpliy of talent, temper, and humour: I éonfess,
however, that T-have-no -expettation 'of miuch practical ‘good comiiug out of it.
To my mind:the difficulties connéctéd with: the teaching of religion ave inéteased,
and I'seeno ’golution"fof‘vth\é;ﬁ by any-system-of stdté education that has yet
beert proposed, - -+ AT TR e s T s T
. The Divinity Hall was closed ot Friday last, by Dr. Harpér, who gave'avery
excellent and-judicious.address to the student‘:s; in ,}iie;'cbg,i'a.,c:}gr'ag'_‘j_l\ifgqle}j&ppr of

......
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Synod; on Religious Controversy, and the way of condycting it. The session has
been a very happy and successful one. I was told recently by Professor Eadie, that
the students have shewn & higher average proficiency in Hebrew thau in previous
years. 1 am, dear Sir, yours sincerely.

. . v. P, SYNOD,

As Very momentous results must necessarily flow from the late meeting of the
U. P. Synod, a brief account of it will be interesting to such readers of the Maga-
zine, as have not had an opportunity of perusing the reports furnished by the
newspapers. . a A

The:Synod.met on the evening of Tuesday, 20d October, in Gould Street Church,
Toronto, and after praise and the reading-of the Seriptures, was constituted by
the Moderator; the Rev. A. A. Drummond, who next stated that he had called the
meeting in ascordance with a resolution of the joint committee on Union; and
chiefly, for-the purpose of considering the Basis of Union as.finally agreed. upon
by the representatives of both churchés. The report of the Union Committee
containing the Basis with a preamble, already before the publie, was then given
in by Dr. Thornton. After some discussion, it was moved by the Rev. Dr. Jobn
Tajlor, seconded by the Rev. William Caven, * That the Synod having consider-
ed the Basis of Utilon between the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada,
and the Synod of the United Presbyterian Churchin Capada, preseated by this
Synod’s Committee on Union, as agreed to, at 2 joint meeting of the Committees on
Union, appointed by these Synods, this Synod resolve, that while they regret the
somewhat inelégant and confused form and structure of the basis, and especially
regret that, the-doctiine of forbearance respecting the right and duty of the einl
magistrate in matters of religion,—a doctrine which this Synod hivé always held,
and db now most stéadfastly hold—is not more unequivoéally, and-clearly, and
folly expressed; yet undefstanding that the substance’of that doetrine is meant to
be beld as implied in the Basis, this Synod accepi the samie, and.on that footing
respectfully offér to unite with the Synod of the Presbyterian Chureh of Capada,
trusting that all constitutional liberty will be granted on both sides, in reference
to matters concérning which there is a differénce of opinion, and praying and
fiopitig: that, under God’s blessing, any existing points of dilference may gradually
disappear.™ It was moved by the Rev. Dr.William Taylor, seconded by the Rev.
David Coutts; “ That this Synod. adopt simpliciter, the ‘preamble. and Basis as
contained in the Report: of the:Committee on Union; as a: ground of Union betaveén
the United Presbyterian Church aud the Presbyterian Church of Canada.” It was
moved. by-the Rev. John Logie, seconded by the Rev. James. Skinner, ¢ That this
Sypod. give hearty thanks to the Great Head of the Church for the upsnimity
veached on the subject of Union at the last. meeting of the Joint Committee of the
Presbyterian Church of Capade and the United Presbyterian.Church, and that the
Synod-agree to-accept simpliciter the Basis now submifted.ag a:sufficient Basis,
on which they can cordially uuite with-their brethren of the Presbyterian Churel,
being-eatisfied that it contains.the principle so:long contended for by this Synod:”
- It. was moved by the Rév.. John Jumes, seconded by the. Rev, John M.,
King, * That this Synod devoutly acknowledge the goodness of.God in the result
to which-the, Joint Committee.on Union has been unanimously brought, and adupts
the * Basis ” in its.amended form, as a ground of Union between the United Pres-
byteriah Church in Canada apd the 'Presbypei';gn.,(}‘hqrgh; of Canada, believing
that everything is secured by.the Preamble of said Basis which was contemplated
by the proposed addition to the 4th Article, and noanimously .agreed upon at last
meeting of Synod,”. These-motions being-all put according to sule, 11 voted for

wil applause.

the first, 25, for.the .second, $.for; the third, and 50.for the last; whkﬁ was carried -

* Before the vobe was taken, the mover withdrew theclause relative to the inelegaice and

confusion of -the Basis, -

Vor. VIL. x .

A}
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After the declaration:of, the vote by the Moderator, the Rev. Dr, Ferrier handed
in a paper which was.read- by the Clark of Synad, expressive-of his personal views
in regard to-the subject of Union, and to his former connection with the Presbyte-
rian Church of Canada.. Owing to the refusal of Synod to receive the paper in
the shape then subniitted, Dr. Ferrier at a subsequent stage of the proceedings.
gave in, and got put on the Synod’s records, bis dissent from the 4th Article of
the Basts, with reasons. But while feeling this course demanded on thie ground
of consistency wi‘dg the views he-bas already laid before the public upon matters
involved in the satd Arficle as he. interprets it; Dr. Ferrier most honourably to
himself disclaimed any intention-to obstruct-the consummation of Union, but that
on the contrary he went most cordially into it.

Both Synods haye had repeatedly cause to acknowledge, that they, had in their
efforts toward Union, been “led by a way which they kpew mnot,” and gujded
to results which but.a little previeus few bad veptured to anticipate; Aund
their procedure in the present instance, in the.ipdependent action of each body;
‘and uncertain of the views entertained by each .other, the discussions being
‘simultaneous, was in. unison so remarkably, that many were led again to say,
¢ what hath God wropght{”  Almest immediately affer the decision:of the U. P.
Syhnad above referred to, a Deputation from ghe other Synod was introduced con-
sisting of the Revds. Mesgrs. Starke, Topp, Kemp, Inglis-and Gregg. They were
the bearers of the resolution of their Synoed ia.the above s but from their very
thoughtful and at first sonewhat uneasy looking faces, it was evident that they
were uncertain wWhether their findiog might at all accord with that of the Synod
they were now to address, The heurty response given however, to-the reading of
the paper they had carried, spread ovér them a gleam of satisfaction, not un-
miogled with surprise, when they ultimutely learned that substantially the same
eonclusion had.been arrived at, and would 'speedily be.communicated.officially -to
the Synod they, represented. . The Deputation also requested a conference with the
‘U. P.Synod, for the purpose of arvanging and altering the phraseology of the
Preamble, in such « manper, as. might be mutually agreeable, It was observable
that the members, of the. Deputation in théir remarks, made explicit and satisfac-
sory reference to the pringiple of forbearance, which the U. P..Synod had in all
the preceding negotiations Inboured to secure. QOue of thé.speakers remarked, that
when they should be.united they would * simply act. as they were now -doing—
shew matual forbearance with each-other.” , .

"The Moderator in very appropriate terms then addressed ther members of the
Deputation,.expressing the satisfiction of the Synod with their visit, and with
the, action of their Synod .on the important. dubject engrossing so earnestly the
eonsideration ‘of both the pastors and. people.of the resiective. Churches ; and
that. the unanimity of tlie conclusivns to which- they had buth been just brought
was to be regarded:as.an indication that the presence of God. Was with them in
the important work on which they were;engaged, and he thought. it also an’évi-
dence that-God’s promise would be fulfilled to them: “ My presence shall go with
you, and I will give yon. rest.” He was. confident, he-said,.after what-had taken
place, that the Synuds: would.nof-be satisfied till they were under thésame.roof:
After Rev. Mr. Starke, the senior member of the Députation, bad, at the request
of the Moderator, engaged-in prayer, the-brethren withdrew,

At a subsequent sederuni the Synod upanimously agreed to accede to the
request for a conferénce, and deputed Dr. Thoraton, Jev, Messrs. Aitken, King,
and James, with Jobhn Agnew, Esq:, Elder, to the Synod of the Presbyterian
Charch of Canade with the official-intimation of the fiuding of the Synod on the
Preamble:and Basis,.and also to.intimate that the U, P. Synod was prepared for
a conference at whatever-time might be judzed convenient, Some of the mem:
bers of ‘this ‘Deputation very soon after returned, intimating the discharge of
their duty, and that tbe other Synod was now ansiously waiting for the ednfe-
rence. The Synod aceordingly adjourned apd procéeded to, Knox's Church,. where
a hearty welcome was given, and arrange'menia were forthwith. made for -entering
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upon, business in the:new -capacity of & conference. The Rev. Mr. Druminond:
was, called torpreside; who sfterwardsigave out o be sung the 183rd Psalm, and:
the Rav. Mr, Topp and. Rev, Mr, Skinner engaged in prayer; The Moderator then
briefly addressed the. meeting, after which:the deliverances of both ‘Synods with
reference to-the Preamble and theé- holding of -a conference, were.read.in full by
the respeotive olerks. . The conference on this, and .also on two subsequent oceac
sions, was gonducted- with the greatest eordiality:;: and, apart from the adjustment
of various matters which could net have been so well arranged separately, had
doubtless-a most beneficial influence upon the minds of the members:of the res-
pective: bodies, by imparting mutual confidence, and by calling out. numerous
frank ezpregsions of the sentiment that perfect identity of opinion was not to:be
expected-and was.not essential to ecclesiastical-union.

At the first conferénce the Preanible was agreed to in ‘the following amended:
form which was:adopted by both!Synods, vig:— . - o

“ The:Presbyterian Cliurch of Canads and the United Presbyterian Church in
Canada, believing that it would be for the glory of God, and for the advancement
of the catse of -Chiist in.the Iand, that they should be-united. and.form one Church,
do hereby agree to-unite on the following Basis, to be subscribed:by the Moderators
of the respective .Synods; in their: name and behalf, declaring at the same time
that no-infefenge:from- the. Fourth Article of said Basis is- held to be: legitimate
which assertsithat.the Civil Magistrate-has- the right.to ;1. escribe ‘the faith' of the
Church; or to-interfare with:the freedom: of her ecclesiastieal:nction ; further; that
unanimity of sentiment is fot required: in regard to the. practical -application of
the principle. embodied-in.said Fourth Article;.and that, whitever differences of
sentiment may avise on.thése subjects; all action in reference thereto shall ba

_ regulated by, and be-subject to; the.récognized: principles.of Presbyterian Church

order.” - R

The Synod was occupied to some; extent with other-. matters; but; with one-ex-
ception; not. of much general inferest -apart from. their conneefion more or lesg
directly- with preparation- for- the ¢onsummation -of the Union, which will take.
place at Montieal In. June, 1861, where both. Synods had praviously agre: .o
hold their:anoual meetings.. There was, howevér, one:subject-of painful interess
brought before the-Syned; which: continues to cause deep. régret dnd.concern;both
to:the roinisters and members of our Chureh .generally, viz, the resignation by
Dr. J. Taylorof the.Professorshipof Divinity, to take effect -either immediately
or at the cluse of the néxt sessior: of the Divinity Hall, as the Synod might prefer.*
After a large number of the members-had.expressed deep regret at this proposal,
as proving, if carried out, a very serious evil {o the Church, and peculiarly em-
barradsing in present circumstances, itevas begged, withouteffect, that the Professor
should withdraw ‘big pesignation. A Comuiittes, composed of Drs. Ferrier aad
Thornton; with. Rev. Messrs. Skinner, Kenunedy, Barrie, and Dick, was appointed
to confer. with, and;urgontly. request-him not. to. persevere in resigning. It ap.
peared. from. the Repuit of the above Committee subseqnently given in by Dr.
Thoraton, that;the Professor:had ‘mevely. agreéd to. re-consider his decigion, evi.
dently leaving little ground to hope.that a-different result will be. the issue, In
connection with.the reception of this Report.it wag:moved and upanimously agreed
to, “that in the event of his not withdrawicg Lis resignation, the Professor shall
intimate the same at the close of the Session.of the Divinity Hall to the Modera.
tor, who. shall be. empowered to call a.ieeting of Synod, to consider the emer-
geney.” Tt.seemed to bethe prevailing inipression, that-in the event of sustaining
the loss thus fhreatened, the place mustbe supplied:piévious to-thé:consummation’
of the Union. The. remainder of the Session was ocenpied chiefly. with the ap-
poioting Committees upon various matters as had been drranged in conference of
buth Synods. Each Comuittee will meet with 2 like number from the other

s Dr. Taylor was: anxious :the Synod should believe that hx’s'tgkizig-t.his'step was not the
result. of hig. motion respeeting Union benz%rejgljtged. H¢ deolared ho Had the resignation.
inchispogliet:priot o the‘-n}egl;ing:a%:whigh&,gregecﬁpigitobk‘p1agé: SR
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Synod, and, it is expected, will, by their joint counsel and arrahgemonts, greatly
facilitate prompt and harmonious netion in the united body, in regard to a variety
of important matters, in connection with both-budies as now situated. S
The proceedings were closed by prayer and thé pronouncing of the benediction.
Thus a most eventful -erisis, has in the good Providence of God, been reached,
with far greater general satisfaction, and much sooner than many had-duticipated.
Very soon, it'is hoped, will the prospect of greater efficiency from- the combined
energies of the bodies. be realized, aud that the issie: to which they have been so
obviously, they think, Divinely guided, will be' erowned -with blessings, It is
worthy of notice that on the day on which the two Synods in'Canada terminited
their mutual arrangements.preparatory ‘to Union, the two corresponding bodiés in
Nova Scotia were celebrating the consummation of a like Union. We trust thav
the set time for favoring Zion is drawing-nigh, and that the unity in aim and effort,
in spirit and principle, so earnestly prayed for by the Son of God, will be more
and more manifestzd, and thus shall ¢ the world know that.the Father hath sent
the Son.” ' ' - ‘ S
[We are indebted.to & member of Synod for the above, which we believe to be
gubstantially correct. On taking leave of the -subject, we beg to be indulged
with' a sentence or two. Tt will be obsérved that we submitted a motion which
eontemplated the acceptance of the Basis; bub stated- as-the ground of acceptance;
our understanding that forbearance is impliéd in the document. The chief
objection to-this was that it would-have postponed Union indefinitely: We hoped
otherwise ; but supposing us mistaken, it seemed tlear that in that case there
could be no honest Union, and of course. ought to be none: ‘Our friends say that
fofbearance ¢s in-the Basis, If so, what harm could there-be in refering to it ¢
For our own part we must, like:some writers in the Magazine, acknowledge that
we do not very well understaud the Basis, but have an apprehension that while
forbearance is theve, the contrary is there also*, : '
*We bad great pleasure iii observing the very friendly and liberal spirit which
seemed to prevade the Conferences, and we will yield to none-in our desire for the
progperity and happiness of the Union: Weé: have published in-the Magazine all
that has been sent us in favour of thé Union, but not all we have received-on the
opposite side. Indeed, so far as we remember, nothing hds appeared against
Union, but only against the terms on which'it was proposed to be effected.” We
shall feel obliged if ouf friends will abstailh from’sending us any thing more on
the subjeet:] C ~ ) o . oo T

: =)
LETTER FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UN.TED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF

NORTH AMERICA, TO THE SYNOD OF THE UNITED, PRE$BYTERIAN. CHURCH IN CANADA.

Philadelplia, May, 1860.
“Torthe Moderator and Members of the United Presbyterian Synod in Canada, to
.meet in the City of Hamilton, C.'W,, on the Second Wednesday-of June next;
‘the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian-Chirch of North America,
in gession in-this city, would:send greeting: - e ' :

Dean Farairs anp Brersgen,—Most cordially do we reciprocite the frateynal
regard conveyed to us in your Synodical letter, and accept thié proffered éorres-
pondence with the same cheerfulness and Chrigtian love which firet called it into
éxistence. We greatly rejoicé in' thé ‘prosperity which the Head of the Charch
has granted to your growing congregations atid vacancigs ;. and that, in answer to
your prayers, His blessing seems to-have rested onyour Isbours,-and His Spirit
to'have been poured ott in ‘copious showers, making glad ‘the hearts of God’s

*The Rev. Dr. Vaughan, Chaplein in Ordinary to the Queen, says, in a recent publication,
that it may be “regardéd:as one instance of God’s providence over our Church of England,
es ab present: constituted, that we have Articles and Pormularies-drawn from: vaiious
sources, -and incapable perhaps, ip some points, +»{ & perfectly logical'colierence.”’ - Compre-
hensiveness or non-sectarisnism is.an excellent festure of.a Church ; but weshould like some;
better indication of God’s providence over us than logical incoherence of Articles.

-
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children, and leading many sinners back to a Father's house and a Father's love.
We would bid you *Godspeed” in reclaiming lost souls, and in pathering to-
gether the dispersed of Israel into one. This is the Church’s great mission here
below,—is the grandest, noblest work of earth,—the holiest aim of time; and
aell may it ¢ommand all your energies, enlist all your sympathies. concentrate all
your powers, and call forth earnest, fervent, believing prayer. We feel that, in
some good degree, your prosperity is the same as our own,~—that both Churches
having sprung originally from the same parent stock—both having been honoured
in maintainiog a testimony for truth in the name of Zion's King—both having
held forth, in clear and full exhibition, the gredt  doetrines of gracd” and both
centring all their hopes and all their teachings in the glorious doctrines of * Clirist
crucified ;” their interests are one; their work one,—and their future destiny one.
‘May the Lord arise and have merey upon Zion I—May the time to favour her—
even the set time—soon come!”  After two yeais of fraternal, ebristian union and
communion With each other, in our congregations, Presbyteries, Synods, and thé
Assembly, we are devoutly thaokful to the great Head and King of Zion, to be
able to say from bhappy experience,—* Behold liow good and how pleasant it is
for brethern to dwell together in unity 1" We humbly lope that God’s blessing is
resting in some good degree on our labours. Wilile there are many things which
sadden us and which would cause us to hang our harpson the willows; still.from
the reports of the Presbyteries on the staté of religion in their respective bounds,
we have the cheering intellicence that:the work of the Lord is advancing—that
sinners are being converted to God,—that suints are being comforted and edified,—
that in many portions of our Zion, there is more of vitality and spirituality in the
churches,—and that more activeinterest is taken by our people in the great mission-
ary enterprises of the church, both at home and abrpad—With grateful heerts,
would we recognize the good hand of our God in preserving and blessing our
Missionaries in Northern India, Syrig, Egypt and Trinidad ; and in giving to them
many tokens of His presence, and many consolations of His gracé. On December
1ast a beloved brother, Rev. J. C. Neyin and lady sailed from New York for China ;
where they hope soon to erect the standard of the eross; and wjith the blessing of
the Saviour, be the bumble ipstruments in His hand, of dispelling in some degree
the moral gloom which hangs over that populous and benighted empire. At this
meetiog of the Assembly, Rev. J. C. Ewing has been appointed to strengthen the
mission at Cairo, Egypt, and be expects soon to sail for his interesting field of
labour. Also two other young brethren have been nominated by the Assembly to
strengthen ‘the missions in India and China. Théy will: likely sail within the
current year. Thus we are strengthened and blessed. There are at present uader
the care and .supervision of the Assembly, four Synods, which in a short time will
be increased to séven, forly thrée Présbyteries, four liundred and twenty ministers,
siaty probationers, seven Jundred congregations, twenty-sia: thousand five hundred
familes, and about sizty thousand communicants, With humility and thankfulness
would we erect our * Ebebnezer,” saying, “hitherto hath the Lord helped us"—
We would only add our earnest wish and prayer for your continied prosperity ;—
that peate may be within your walls, and prosperity within your palaces ; that our
correspondence .nay prove a mutual blessing and encouragement to each other;
aud that God would baptize us all anew with His Holy Spirit, that with increased
zeal, fidelity and faith, we may spend and be épent in_our master’s service. The
Geuneral Assembly will meet in Monmouth, THinois on the 3rd Wedaesday of. May
1861,at 2 oclock PM. .~ T ) ‘
Affectionately your brethren in Christ,

WM. M. McELWEE, ' )

?-.‘ % ggg}}r fLRﬁTé’ + Commitiee of Correspondence.
T J. MoCANDLESS, .
By order of the Assembly. .

" '(Signéd,) - '

" J. CLOKEY, Moderator,

JAS, PRESTLEY, Syrod (lerk.
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‘ .To.the Kditor of the Canadign U. P. Magazine,

Lear Siz,—In regard to the Treasurer’s Accounts, reported in the September.
Number of the Magazine, I have to state that they ave only brought down to the
15th day of June; and thut the $14.58 from the Congregation at Qhinguacousy:
was not received by me till the 30th day of July, and consequently ‘does not

appear.

The only error in the report, of which the Tréasurer and Auditers ave

aware, is that, by some mistake, $15 for Missions has been entered to Kirkton, in

the Londan Presbytery, which should not

have been. . .
Iam, &o. ,
ROBERT CHRISTIL.,

ADDRRESS 'To THE REV. BR. § TAYLOR ON RIS RESIGNING IS PROFESSORSHIP.
The following address. was presented to Dr. Taylor on the 4th October, after-he

had tendered his resignation.

It ig subscribed by such of his former and.present

pnxpifs a8 were in town,, and s pablished hv the request of the Syiod. Dr, Tayler
could not but be deeply affected by tais unéxpedted munifestition of kindness, and
Degs to veturn his most eordial thanks to the subscribérs, assuring them of his
fervent wishes for their personal and professional welfaré 2o -

“To the Rev. Prqfi Tdiloy, D.D., ¥.D.:
“We, the mndersigded, Ministets, Probatioiiers,

and Students; whko have had the

advantage of studying under-you as Professor of Theology, Lave lesraed with-thé
deepést regret that youhave tendered your-vesignation 6f thiat office, Teeling ag

we do; that the loss of your services would

prove extremely injmious at any tithe, wa

cannot but regard it as especially disastiois at the present junctire, seeing that it
would almost inevitably-leave our bradeh of the United Church: vnrepresented im:
its Bdueational Tustitute. Our high esteem-and affection foi you, as'well as a-regard
10 the interestsof the Church, induce s to cherish the hepe that yoir will, re-con-
sider your decision, and give the benefit of yoir sérvices to the United: Cliveh.” |

0. P. DIVINITY HALL.

Tl 1 Session of the: Hall wis |
The araual Session of.-the Hall wis Neweastle tho suas of 5.

on Tuesday; 16th Qctober,—the Rev.:thé |

wpenedin Gould -Streét. Chureh, Tovonto,

Moderator of Synod in thé ehair. With
the.chairman,.there were present of the.
committee .on, theological .edueation,
Revds. Dr. Thornton. Messys. Diek,
Torrance, King, and Dr. Taylor, After
singing, and reading the Secriptured,
prayer was offered up by Rew. Mr.Dick:
Dr. Taylor read his introdictory lecture,:
and an excellent address was given from:
the chair. The meeting was closed with
prayer by the Bev. Mr. Torrdiice, sing-
ing, aid the benedietion, Ten Students.
have entered the Hall, < T

FUND FOR AIDING AND ENGOURAGING
STUDENTS IN DIVINITY.
. Weé hdve received from Thos. Sandi-
ands, Esq.,, Guelpli, the sum of £10,
ag his annnal contribution to this.Fund;
also from Walkerton-ihe sum of ‘$10.

U, . THEOLOGIOAL LIBRARY. ,
. For this object we have received from

DOWNSE AND FULLARTON,
The second annual meeting of the

-Missionary Society, mI connection ' with

these éongregations, was held on the Jth

‘Gctober. The report of the eommittee
wis read by the pastor, in whick it was
'stated that thé Soeiety had raised for!
‘missions during the yedr, the sum of
$80.17. 'The meeting was appropriately

addressed by the Rev. Messrs, Proud~

foot, London; .Caven, St. Marys; and'

Hlbbert.—-Com.

Fotheringhara,
o ’ FLORENOE,

1. The annual soiree of thé U. P. con-
gregation here, was held in their new

‘thuréh ¢n thé eyening of the 25th

‘September,~—Mr.” Murddeh, ~student .of

Divinity, in the ehair, Addresses of 2
highly Interesting :and-instructive nature,

' sw'e're‘&a@ivgred-;bj'mirﬁsterjs"ofgdiﬁ‘erent
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denominations ; and the choir discoursed
in a happy style, piecés of appropriate
music during the evening.

The proceeds. (363 fréee of all dedue-
tions,) will be devoted towards com-
pleting the handsome chureb lately
erected. It is to be hoped that the
Building Committee who hitherto have
avoided that dangerous rock, the con-
tracting of debt, may be able to get
the pews erected: this Pall withont any
violation of the excellent muxim by
which they have as yet been guided—
“ ipeur no liabilties to burden the chureh.”
—Communicated. .

U. P+ PRESYTERY OF BRANT,

_ This. presbytery mef at Paris on the
9th ult,, Rev. A. A. Drummond, Mod-

erator., Mr. William Donald, Probationer, |

performed his prescribed exerciges for
ordination before the presbytery, and
these having beenhighly approvedof and
sustained, his ordivation was apppointed
to take place in Norwichville en the
81st of Qctober, Mr. Peattie to preach,
Mr. Caw to ordain and address the min-
ister, and Mr. Dunbzar to address the
people. Br. John Turnbull, student,
also appeared, and was examined on
subjects prescribed in the Curriculum
for students, all of which being approved
of and sustained, the presbytery agreed
to certify him to the Hall as a student
of the fourth year.

In conneetion with the Finaneial Sta-
tistics it may be added, that while it
has been written and reiterated that
* blanks speak eloguently,” yet unfortu-
Rately they do not always speak cor-
rectly. This is the ease at least with
one congregation, credited only for about
a seventh part part of its last year's
¢ontribution. This arises not from the
irecorrectness of the Statistics, but from
the inadvertanee of the Synodin enaet-
ing that the congregational financial

“« for
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year sliculd end.with the 81st of Decem-

"ber, and enjoining that the Statistics be

published from June to Fune.—Com.
[There are, we believe, a number of
errors in the printed Statisttes. Some
of these are typographical, and we roust
take the responsibility. No person'who
has any idea of the difficulty of printing
torrectly such a table of figures will
wonder that there were mistakes, es-
pecially as the work had to be hurriedly
executed, on account of the lateness of
the arrangements, We shall be glad to
publish any corrections kat may be
wished. We beg to suggest, however,
that the best plan would be to correspond
with the Rev. Mr. Forrance of Guelph
early in this month; and any communi-
eations we may receive from hinr on the
subject, by the 23rd inst., will appear

in the Decerber number.}

GLASGOW—WELLINGTON. STREET,
The United Presbyterian congregation
of Wellington Strees, Glasgow (Rev. Dr.
Robson’s), has issued ifs report for the
year ending-30th September last, The
missionary and benevolent contributione
for the twelvemonth smount to £2578
10a., while the additional sum, raised
maintainance. of ordinances,™
amounts to £868 3s. 8d., making the total
raised during the year by this congre-
gation, £3446 13s. 8d., sterling, an offer-
ing most creditable to its Christian
liberality, and greatly .encouragiog and
stimulativg to other cobgregations.—

. No doubt they ave humerous, and many
of them are rich. But had they been as

pigeardly as some copgregations, they
would not have raised this sum, though
they had been a million, and each of
thenx as rich as Creesus.  In addition to
the above, they have just presented
£200 stesling to the Rev, John Robson,
their minister’s gon, on his going out as
a missionary to India,

PR

Frreanings,

PRESBYTERIAN UNION IN NOVA SCOTIA.
‘This Upion took place at Pictou on Thursday, 4th “October, and the following
account is abridged from the Presbyterion Witness.(Halifax)s:— < .
A work was consummated in.Pieton on Thursday Jast the tidings of which wilk
excite a thrill of delight in more than half a million bosoms in tliese eolonies.
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The fact is known already by telegraph or otherwise to the Presbyterians of
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, and Canada; and a week or two will
suffice to make it known in Bermuda, Newfoundland, and Great Britain. A few
weeks more and.our brethiren.in Australia shall hear of it and be stiengthened in
the good work which they themselves have accomplished, Still farther off, in the
midst of the longly Pacific, there are a few faithful men whom the news shall
reach before the coming winter shall have passed away, und on whose hearts it
shall fall like a genial shower from heaven.

Ou the day of the Union the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia numbered
forty-three ordained ministers und the Free Church thirty-six—making in ali
seventy-nive, without taking intv account five foreign missionaries and ten or
twelve licentiates who Inbor in the home mission field.

- The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia met in Prince Street
Church. Rev. Mr. Murdoch, the Moderator, preached from Zech. iv. 6.

- On the roll being: made up it appeared that two additions had been made since
the last Synod—the Rev. Thomas Sedgwick, Tatamagouche, aud the Rev. Jacob
MecLellan, Maitland. The attendance of ministers and elders was Jarge—much
larger than usual.. Most of the Synod’s time was taken up with making arrange-
ments for the Union. The Syngd adjourned about ten: o’clock tu meet for the
Union on Thursday morning

Ths Free Synod met in Knox’s Church, Pictog,.at 12 ocleck on Wednesday.
Rev, Mr. Forbes, the Moderator, preached, on Acts. i. 5., a very excellent sermon.
The roll being made up it appeared that three additions had been made by ordina-
tion since last meeting, namely, Rev. D. Morrison and Rev. W. Ross, in Prinee
Edward Islsnd, and Rev..A. Ross, in Pictou. The thanks of the Synod were
tendered to Mr. Forbes for his able sermon, and he was requested to continue.in
the Moderator’s chair till the Union was consummated. ‘

Professor King elaborately defended the giving up of the title Free. “Itis
not,” said he, “the word that makes us free, but the principles. I give up the
word free without .one feeling of regrey, while I am profouudly attached to the
Free Church and ready to make any sacrifice for her principles. No; rather than
give up her principles, I would-die! I enter .mosi cordially into this Union be-
cause our principles are maintained, and 1 }vould-not dare, for a word, to deprive
multitudes in-thus Province of the means.of grace with which the united body will
be able to supply them.

The Synod met on Thursday at 9.30 a.x., and, after an hour’s busy work,
adopted the following as its.cloging minute :—

* The Synod of the Free Church of Nova Scotia considering that a Basis of
Union with the Syned-of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia has been pre-
pared, deliberately considered and cordially sanctioned by both Synods; and
having been remitted for the consideration of Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions,
has met with their cordial and unanimous approval, and considering that by the
.gool hand of their God upon them they have completed all other preparatory
arrapgements, do now with fervent gratitude to God for past goodpesses to the
Free Church cf Nova Scotia, and for having led them and their brethren of the
Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia thus far, and in humble dependence on His
gracious blessing in the solemn and ivteresting step they are about io take, and
with earnest prayer that He would pour down thevich influences of His Spirit on
the united Chburch, and would enable her ministers, elders, and people to improve
the privileges they. enjoy, and discharge the obligations devolving ou them, resolve
and hereby record their resolution forthwith to repair as a constituted Synod to
the place prepared (on. the hill above Pictou) in order that they may theve, as
arranged, unite with their brethren of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia, -
. aod form one Synod to be koown as ‘The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces of British North America,’ and that they may benceforth
walk together in the fear of God and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost—striving
for the faith of the Gospel, for the purity of Divine ordinances, and for the en-
largement.of the Church of Christ. And this Synod declares that whereas they
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are the Synod of the identical Church which in the yenr 1844 assumed the desig-
nation of ‘The Presbyterian Church of Nova Seotia adhering to the Westninster
Standards,’ and which in thz year 1848 assumed its present designation of ¢The
Free Church .f Nova Scotia,’ so they shall be ¢onsidered the Synod of the same
Free Church whep, united with the ’resbytecian Church of Nova Secotip, it shall
he known under the designation of the-* Synod of the Presbyterian Chucch of the
L.ower Provinces of British North America, and shall be entitled to, and vested
in all the authority, rights and benefits to which it isnow. or ray become entitled.
And this Syuod further declares that each of the congregations under its inspection,
whether they shall adopt a name to be hereafter figed, or shall retain, as they
shall be permitted to do if they shall deem proper, the name by which they have
hitherto been designat~d, shall not be held, though remaining in consegence of this
Union under the inspection of the Synod of the united Ohurch, as in any respect
changing their ecclesiastical connection, or affecting any of their civil rights.” '

At a quarter to 11 ’clock precisely the beil of Prince Street Church commenc-
ed to ring—to ring the joyous marriage peal of the two churches. The Free
Synod then formed outside of XKnox’s Church. The Moderator took the lead,
supported by the Synod Clerk, Professor King and Dr. Forrester, the Dr. having
been cordially invited this day to tnke his seat as a member of court, Other
ministers fullowed two by two. Then came the elders and probationers, licentiates
and students. The processionas it approached the tents appeared to great advan-
tage. It numbered about sixty. R. P. Grant, Esq., acted as marshal and showed
the members their position on the platform. Just five minutes later the Synod of
the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia walked in procession up the ssme hill
and entered the tent at thesamedoor. It was much larger than the Frée Chuich
procession, and presented an imposing aspect. ‘The Moderator and Clerk led;
then the Professors, and then the various members in order of seniority. The
number of elders in attendarice was large, and no friend of Presbyterianism but
would feel gratified at seeing so many intelligent laymen taking-so warm an
interest in-the Church. Clarence Primrose, Esq., acted as marshal of the pro-
eession.

The vast congregation hushed into the deepest silence as the Rev. Mr. Murdoch,
the senior Moderator, rose and gave oyt the Huadreth Psalm, which was sung by
all the people standing, to the Old Hundred.

The Rev. P. G. McGregor then read the last minute of the Synod-of the Pres-
byterian Charch of Nova Seotia, and the Rev. Mr. Daoff read the last minute of
the Synod of the Free Church. The roll of the Syncd of the Presbyterian Church
was then called, when it appeared that all the ministers were present except two
—one of whom was detained by sickness. Thirty-three eldérs also were present.
Of the Free Synod, there were twenty five ministers and nine elders.

The rolls being read, the Rev. P, G. McGregor read the Basis of Union, which
was engrossed on patchment and ready- for signature. The members of both
Synods stood up while it was being read.—Rev. Mr. Murdoch then signed the
Basis on bebalf of the oné Synod, and the Rev. Mr. Forbes on behalf of tie other:

The Rev. Mr. Murdoch declared that the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia
was from this date merged into"and should be known &3 the Charch of the Loweér
Provinces of British North America, andshould be entitled to all the rights. and
vested in all the privileges, to which-it is how, or may hereafter become entitléd.
The Rev. Mr. Forbes having made a similiar declaration in réference to the Free
Church, the Moderators gave each -other the right hand of fellowship=—all thé
ministers and elders followed their example, the choit and the Wwhole andience
singing the 138rd Psalm. “Behold how good a thing it is” &e. Thiswas a
wost affecting ‘scene, and the big tears rolled down many a cheek not nsed to
webping. - )

Mg. I\glnrdoch' then moved and Mr. Forbes seconded that tlié Rev. Professor
King be-now chosen Moderator. This was agreed to unanimously, and the Pro-
fessor tuuk the chair amid lond and repeated cheers. He then offered solemn
prayer; after which it was moved by Mr, Bayne and seconded by Mr, IV, Mc-

-
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Kay that Messrs. Duff and McGregor be the Clerks of the Synod, and agreed un-
vanimously. The roll -of the United Synod was then called.and every member
requested to signify his assent or dissent from the Basis of Univn, .4 gave their
assent. Members then sigoed the Basis in order of seniority.

Rev, Mr, McGilivary gave out a Psalm sud read some passages of Scripture,
after which Mr. Roy offered up prayer. DPiofessor King then addiessed the Synod
in very spirited and appropriate terms. Professor Ross followed in a very elo-
quent and appropriate speech, Rev. A. Campbell gave out a Psalm and engaged
in.prayer. The Rev. Dr..McLeod was tohave addressed the meeting at this stage
in Gaelic, but a letter was read frum him, explaining hie absence on acecunt of
ill health. Rev. C. L, Ross was ealled upon to occupy his place which he did
very happily. Rev. John Stewart offered up prayer in Gaelic. A Psalm was
sung 1n Gaelie. The-Synod then adjourued at 2 o'clock, to mect again at 3, to
resume public proceedings. .

In the afteinvon addresses were delivered by the Rev. Messrs. McCulloch, Blair
and Pattersun, and by Messis. Forman and Creelman. The Synod adjourped st
a quarter to 6 o'cleck. Thus ended the public proceeding of the most important
day in the ecclesiastical chropicles of Presbyteriavism in these Provinces. May
God add His blessing !

. The aitendance both morning and- afternoon was very large—upwards of 3000.
The day throughout was inost beautiful and propitious, The tea meeting in the
evening was most successful and delightful.

’

THE PROTESTANT INSTITUTE OF SOOTLAND,
: . Edinburgh, 22nd September, 1860.
To the Editor of the Canadian U. P, Magazine.

Siz,—May I beg that you will kindly insert the enclosed docoment in your
Journal. We are especialiy anxious to reach the scattered children of Scotland,
and such as trace their spiritual descent to oir land in Awmerica, and we do not
know in what other way to accomplish our objert. The people of Scotland are
engaged at present in an important work, that of erecting a great Protestant
Institute asa warthy monument to John Knox and the Reformers of 1560. We
have just -celebrated at Edinburgh, the Tricentenary of the pational abolition of
Popery with great enthusiasm. Another important bistorical period is just
before us, namely the 20th of December next,—when the first General Assembly
of Scotland was held—the precious germ out of which almost all the Presbyterian
Chureches of Great Brifain, Ireland, and America have since sprung. We propose
tohold public worship and thanksgiving on that day, and we eafrestly trust that
our brethren in. distant lands will juin with us. Wa. propoze also to make a collec-
tion.-on that day for the Protestant Institute of Scotland as a suitable token of
gratitude; aud we are anxious that our friends in other lands, whom the Lord has
prospered with worldly means, should join their contributions with ours. Scotlznd
needs their help at the present moment, tor a great struggle to destroy-the Refor-
mation in.Great Britain bas begun, supported by Grants from the Popish Pro-
gaganda, the Puseyism .of Epgland, and even by large Grants from the British

reasury. There ison the other hand great.apathy and division amongst our-
selves, but we look forward to the Protestant Insiitute as a tower and centre of
strength, a great means, under God, of arousing and concentrating the mobler
spirit of other and. better days. A:large sumhoweveris.still-ne- >ssary fo establish
the Institute free from debt. The Contributions of our brethre' from all lands will
be most Welcome. and as Scotland seldom makes a formal appeal, we trust that this
one, made in such interesting circumstances, will be cordially and liberally: respond-
ed to. . I am,; e, : '
: : JAMES BEGG, Convener:

The effort to establish a Prolestant Institute for Stotland has met already with
considerable success. Tpwards of £2000 have been raised, which has enabled

L
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the Committee to purchase, free of debt, one of the-most venerable buildings in
Fdipburgh, to wit, the Magdalene Chapel in the Cowgate. Tu'this venerable
building some of the first General Assemblies of the Church. of Scotland were
held,—~there John Craig, a converted Dominiean monk, and colleague of John
Knox, preached after the Reformation, and there the degd body of the Duke of
Argyle was laid after his execution, and previous to.its interment.

A building surrounded with such historical associations-cannot fail to interest
every true-hearled Protestant, while its position in the great centre of -Romarism
in Todinburgh makes it the fittest that the Committee could have purchased, for
carrying out the object.for which the: Tustitute is being established.

‘With the view, however, of rendering the Institute efficient and permanent,
additional premises, contiguous to the Magdalene Chapel, and having an access
from George 1V, Bridge, have been securéd by the Committee, and, at-a reasoun-
able expense, a suitable building, with a frontage to the Bridge, and standing
midway between tlie two Colleges, may be erected, by which the Institute will be
¢quipped with an office, a hall for meetings and lectures, a consulting library,
and other acecommodations. All this the Committee have now resolved, by the
bleseing of God, to nccomplish. This will enable them to carry out fully the
design of the Iostitute, viz.,—(1.) as thebead quarters of a Mission for Roman
Catholies in Edioburgh, and a‘meahs of establishing and superintending Mission,
operations wherever Romanists are found to congregate throughout the country:
(2.) as a centre of information on the Rowmish coniroversy in- all its aspects ; (3.)
as a training school in all the peculiarities of Romanism for students attending
our Universities and Halls, teachers, and the rising youth generally ; (4.) a8 a
means, by publieations, lectures, &e., to-maintain a healthy spirit of Protestantism
in the .country; and (5.) as an effectual agency, to expose and counteract the
sccret and increasing aggressions of Rome. | i

To effect these all-important objects, however, the Committee will still.require
a considerable sum of money, probably not less than from £3000 to £4000 ; but
from the great interest already manifested in the Ingtitute in England -and Ireland,
as well as in Seotland, and its success in the training .of Students, under the able
direction of Dr. Wylie, the Committee confidently hops that the.necessary sum.
will be realized, and probably before the eud of next year. They .cannot help
thinking that, us 1860 is the Tricentenary of the Scottish Reformation from
Popery, which took place in 1569, and, as it is_ to be specially commemorated;
this would be a most fitting time to complete the whole buildings, and to present
the Institute, free of all incumbraoces and. feu-duties, fully equipped, as a lasting.
menorial of the great Reformation in Scotland, the most important event that
ever occarred in this country, o

The need of such an Institute is every day becoming more. apparent, for
there never was a time since-the Reformation when so loud a call was addressed
to Protestants to be upand-doing. Whilst our Reforming fathers have gone to
their rest and reward,.a new generation have ‘grown up in comparative ignorance
of ‘the principles of the Reformation, and of their sufferings and  struggles.
Rome has meanwhile been stealthily acquiring-great social and political power.
A large number of the English clergy have gone over to her ranks. Many of
the.great and noble of the land have been caught .in her-snares. The Government
now trains her priests, pays her teachers, employs her emissaries in almost every
department at home or abroad. A number of Jesvits have lately settled in
Edinburgh, in addition to all the previous agents of Romé,-and, from the large
sums placed by the Romish Propaganda at the disposal of the Scottish Bishops,
it is evident that a great struggle to subvert the: Reformation is:about to be made.
To expnse and resist all such attempts,.and to seek to hand down.the blessings of
the Reformation in increasing measure to the latest posterity, must be regarded
as a pavamount duty and:great privilege by the people of God. Rome is uniting
her forces to support any and every Government that will comply with her ever-
increasing demands, . _ .

4
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At the present rate of progress her cumplete tiiumph in Britain must be
regarded as only a %uestion of time, whilst the experience of every continental
nation proves that she is as _dea(lly an enemy as ever to the blessed Gospel, and
to every form of human liberty and progress. Woe be to Britain if she ever
again becomes supreme. In these circumstances it is surely high fime that our
future Ministers sbould be thoroughly versed in the old comtruversy of the
Reformation, and that all our people should be prepared for the struggle to
which they must be inevitably exposed, unless all that is dear and was so
dearly purchased is to be resigued without a struggle. Inorder to awaken the
people we must first awaken and .inform the future Ministers of our land.
This can only be done by means of such a machinery as is about to be secured in
the Frotestant Institute, and-the securing of this again will depend on the liveral-
ity of Pyotestants. . - o :

The:plan of establishing such a head-quarters of Protestapt training should
interest the entire Kiugdom, as well as the Culonies and the Countinent. For, as
Edinburgh is the seat of the metropolitan University, students from all-quarters
are yearly attending our classes, and going forth again as prufessional wen over
the whole woild, and our training classes will be open to all. Ministers going to
the -Coulunies will thus be fully eguipped in the Popish coniroversy, where a

-knowledge of it is so much required. In all our Colonial dependencies Rome is

raost vigorous in labouring to corrupt the faith of our people and to subvert vur
Churches. ‘

The operalions of the Institute are being carried on already, as has been
hinted, with great success. With the kind co-operation of the Scottish Reforma-
tion Society, upwards of 200 Students have been trained in the Popish contro-
versy during the past year, partly by the systematic and able lectures of the
Rev. Dr. Wylie, which have been mest acceptable to the Students, and partly by
competitions for prizes. A Mission and Schdol have also been carried ou, and s
traiming class for young men of the middle classes has been recently vrganized.
It is hoped that very soon there willissue trom ¢he Tostitute sound Protestint
Histories and other literature for schools and the people generally, an object which
is at present all-important, seeing that our periodical press is becoming cor‘ruptfd

with false liberalismi, and our histories with falsified facts.

The Committee therefore earnestly hope that every Protestant will aid them in
this important andertaking, already so auspiciously commenced, buth by contri-
buting themselves, and inducing others to contribute, Contributions will be
received by James Moir Porteous, Ageut for the Institute, 6, York Place,
Kdinburgh; and by Mr, Peter Robertson, the Treasurer, Commercial Bank,
Edinburgh. : . .

The Committee would also earnestly éolicit ‘the prayers of the people of God
for the success of the important work in which they are engaged. They-are
deeply convinced .that “‘-except the Lord build the house, they labour in” vain
that build it.” If the old spirit of the Reformation is.to be revived—if we are
to prove ourselves-worthy of such-anoble ancestry and such precious privileges,
our hearts mugt be toucied as with-alive coal from the altar of Gud, and for
this He must. be enquired of by the House of Israel to do it for them. Let our
prayers, therefore, ascend with our contributions before God. Let us.now, in no
spivit of faction, but.of Christian love and enlightened patriotism, seck to eulighten
those that sit in darkuess,to perpetnate the preaching of the glorious Gospel
which Rome would silence,_aug to hand .down our privileges unimpaired: to vur
children’s children. It has. been well said, “If the Relormatioi .was worth
securing, it is, worth -maintaining,” and we shall prove traitors to the truth-of
God-and the God of truth if any effort for this end which we oan make is left

-unattempted, ’ ~ : .
. JAMES BEGG; D.D,, Convener. -
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TRICENTENARY OF THE REFORMATION. _
To the Ministers and Members of the United Preshyterian Church.

[The following address has been issued by the comumittee of the U. P. Synod
at home, on the Tricentenary Celebration of the Reformation in Scotlard: It-will
be recollected that our Capadian: Synoed have. recommended all migisters under
their jurisdiction to preach on the subject on Sabbath, next. preceding. the 20th
December next.]

The.8ynod, at its meeting in May last, unanimously adopted in all its parts
the request.of the Committee on the Tricentenary Celebration of the Reforms-
tion in Scotland, and re-appointed the Committee to take advantage of any sug-
gestions that might be thrown. out—to be ready for co-operation with ‘other
Churches—to be prepared, whatever- circumstances may arvise, to offer councel in
regard to the general: celebration—and, should they see fit, to issue an address
or suggestions on thisisubject to.the congregations of this Church.”

The portion.of the report relating to the general celebration was as follows:—

“ A further'measure to which the Committee attach much importance, is. the
getting.apart a day, to be observed throughout all.the congregations of the Church
for the special and devout.commemoration.of the Reformation .from Popery, when
with services of thanksgiving and humiliation, and.discourses or addresses deveted
to the occasion, a revival should be sought of the principles, and spirit of the
Reformation, and thereby of enlightened piety and -spiritual zeal, and onward
progress in truth and freedomn. . ‘

“The day most appropriate for such sn end is the 20th of Deecember, when;
without aby appointment of Parliament or Privy Council, the first General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland’ was, held; and that Chureh, in all the
freshness, simplicity, and freedom of young life, stood forth, like the Primitive
Church at Jerusalém, organized ang ardent to fulfil the mission for which she had
heeén called into being, alike unendowed by and unallied with the State, _
© # If half a century ago, the United Kingdom devoted n day to celebrate.the
jubilee of a venerated sovereign; if, last year, throughout Scotland, and in every
quarter of the globe where Scotchmen or their descendants are wout to.meet,
numerous companies dssembled to celebrate the centenary of our great lyrie puet’s
birth; if every year, throughout the States of the American Uniou, a day is set
apart to celebrate their national independence-~~what claim upon Scotland’s
rémenibrance and celebration has that évent which, beyond all otliers in her
history—béyond the ‘battle of Bannockburn, or the Uvion of the Secotch and
English Crowns, or thé union of the two kingdoms, or the sway of thé.Common-
wealth, or the triumph of the Révolution, or the great political and fiscal Reforms
of our own day—has most powerfully moulded its character, and securéd its
inteieet& and established’ and elevated its name and- influence throughoutihe
world? i ) ’ .

“Three centuries bave: rum their course:since that event, Yet this is the first
public or formal celebration of: it. The dorinanee of antagonistic influences on
the arrival of its first centenary; and.of spivitual supinéness ou: the arrival of the
second, hindered ifs celebration at the one period, and'léd:to its negléct at the
other. In this.age, beyond the:npholders and-votaries of arbitrary principles and
religious error-and superstition, there ismo other class of the comamunity which:
may not be expected to regard it with a.greater orless nieasure of the Interest
and seriousness befitting its importance. For its benefits, social andﬁ}])’olitical,
have been: universal-and immense. So. that; Viewed only*or mainly in-rejation to
civilization, the patriot, the politician, the-man of létiers -or science, and-the i+
telligent citizen of évery grade, inay’ well demand:for it'a:national commemoration:

 But.its:primary,-its grandest, and-its most conspicuous kienefits were religious,
and'ifs celebration is pre-éminently incumbent on the society which it called irto
existence,~—~the ReformediChurch: And if on every branch of that Church this
duty is Incumbent,—especially does it devolve on that—which, to maintain the
purity of the Reformed doctring, and the fidelity of the Reformed discipline, and
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the integrity of the Reformed liberty of the members of the Chureh to elect
their own pastors, when all these were corrupted or ignored in the Kirk of
Scotland, was the first to secede from it, and to encounter all the hazards and
dishonvur of Dissent,—that whichis the oldest, therefore, of all Dissenting
Churches in Scotland,—that which in ita piinciples, and.in the rights and ivfluence
of its members, is the.freest of all the Presbyterian,—that which alone of them
has opposed State endowments of religion,— that which for four generations has
maintained that the Church is not orly to preserve, but to prosecute the work
of Reformation,—on. that. branch of the Reformed Church, we say, it especially
devolves to celebrate the most. signal display of God’s favour to our land ; and
reflecting on all the blessings of which that work has beeqy the channel to our
.ancestors and to ourselves, to &ay with the Psalmist—* 7wl remember the works
of the Lord: surely Twill vemember Thy wonders of old. I will meditate also of
all Thy work, and talk of Thy doings.! It is well that the.assembly of her elders
—teaching and ruling—set apart a day for its celebration. But the duty is not
to be performed, nor the privilege enjoyed, by proxy. These belong no less to the
members of the Church than to her offieial representatives, And it is most meet
that throughout all her congregations a day should he consecrated to this high
purpose. Ok that men.wauld praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men ! Let them praise Him in the assembly of
the élders. Let themn exall Him also in the congregations of the people.””

In adopting this part -6f the report, “ the Synod resolved to appoint the 20th
December next to be set apart by all the congregations of the Chuvch for the
special and devout commemoration of the Reformation from Popery, when, with
services of thanksgiving and humilintion, -and discourses or addresses devoted
to the occasion, a revival should be sought of the principles and spirit of the
Reformation, and thereby of enlightened piety and spiritual zeal, and onward

progress in truth.and freedom.” .

Since thas resolution. was adopted (May 15th), the General Assemblies of the
Established and Free Churches have also appoianted the same day to.be observed
for the same. general object; so that Thursday, the 20th December, will be kept
throughous Seotland. as a sacred holiday, and will exhibit the impressive spectacle
of a National and Religious Celebrativa of the Reformation from Popery, In.the
psospect of that event, the Committve deém it proper at present to-offer the
following suggestions. They think that, to.improve the occasioa aright, neither
should pulpit, discourses or addresses ou the subject baconfined to the day set
apart, for a general celebration, not should the publie. services of that.day be
restricted to congregational.or denominatiopal assemblies.

The principles of the sole authority of God’s Word as the rule of faith, and
of the right and duty of private judgment; are so {ranscendantly important,—as
are the doctrines of salvation by grace through fiith in the righteonsness of Chriat,
the blessings which have flowed from the vindication of these principles and
doctrines by the Reformers,—and the.obligations resting on our witness-bearing
and Reforming Church to rectify whas is wrong, and to supply what is lacking in
the views and usages transmitted from our godly ancestors, ntl.mt the work of
Reformation may be carried forward and advanced toward perfection,—that there
is. room and need for much puipit, instrugtion to leaven aright the mind of the
Church, and to.prepare it.for the duty before it, "While 2 series of discourses.on
the subjects-indicated may be, very seasonzble and advantageous.from the pulpit,
it is no. less desirable that the Members of the, Church shonli.make themselves
well acquainted with the nature and inflyence of the Reformation, by reading the
‘books within their veach, apcient or modern, whether of general or of Church
history, of the biographies.of the Reformers, of which none are mare worthy of
persual than Knox's own History, and his:Life by M’Grie, The more: plainly and
fully the snbjeet of the Reformation is treafed in the pulpit and understood by the
people, the, more. fervent. will-be the. Commemoration, and the more ready and
earnest the subsequent prosecution of the greatwork.

The public Services on the 20th December, in the opinion of the Committee,
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should consist primarily of one by each Congregation at the usual time for puhlic
worship. devoted to the exercises of thanksgiving and humiliation, ard to a dis-
course or address on some topic pertinent to the occasion. At this service, as in
previous discourses on the subject, every Minister will have the oppnrtunity of
impressing on his own Congregation those views-which he may deem important
10 connection with our denomiunational principles. But ~unsidering on how many
important poiats all Reformed Churches are agreed, and especially all the Pres-
byterian Churches of Scotland, and how desirable it is tliat the extent of their
agreement should be acknowleJged. realized, and exhibited, the opportunity is most
favourable and the call strong fur united services in commemorating an event
of common interest, The Committee, therefore, rerommend that not only in all
the towns, but in every locality where the Ministers and Conaregations of this
Church, by vieinity to those of other Evangelieal Ohurches, Established or Dis-
senting, can promote coujoint meetings. for celebrating the Reformation, bv a
guccessiun of devational exercises and addresses, without compromising or trenching
on denominational differences, this, manner of improving the afternonn or evening
of the day of celebration should be embraced, The interchange of pulpits with
ministers of other Churches, to exhibit and advance the Reformed principlesand
doetrines held in common, were also-most befitting on the Lord’s-day immediately
preceding or folluwing the General Celebration. With steadfast adherenee to dis-
tinetive principles, let us cherish catholicity of spirit, and seek co-operation and
unity with cthers to the extent of our agreement.. Whkereto we have already
attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.
HENRY RENTON, Convener.

INVITATION FROM CALCUTTA TO UNITED PRAYER.

A circular on this subject has been prepared by the Rev. Dr. Duff and the Rev,
Dr. Ewart on behalf of the Caleutta Missionary Conference, Both these distin-
guished missionaries state that the Conference have received a suggestion that they
should venture *‘to invite the Churches of our Lord and Saviour to join-in a special
service of prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, at the commencement. of
1861.” Thz Counfercence gladly respond to the proposal, and suggest that the
season of prayer ~hould extend from January 1st, 1861, to the 7th inclusive. They
say, that the ‘signs of the times '—the wonderful upening for the gospelin China,
Japan, and Central Afriea,—the restoration of peace to India,—the remarkabie
movements in Italy-and Turkey,—the stirrings in-many places among the scattered
remnants of Israel,—the blessed and glorious revivals of religion in the United
States of America, in Great Britain and Ireland, in Sweden and other parts of the
Continent of Europe,—~have all combined in.creating in many hearts the joyful
hope of the gracious.Lord’s.speedily accomplisbing mishty works for the glory of
his own great name.” oo
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¢ ~ REV. ALEXANDER FLETCHER, D.D.

This celebrated preacher died at his country seat in Essex, England, on Sabbath
80th Sept,, in the 74th year of his age. In 1807, he was seftled as assistant and
successor to his father, who was migister of our Church at Bridge of Teith, Perth-
shire. In 1811, he removed to London, where he was amazingly popular, and
surpassed almost all others in addressingthe young. Every year on Christmas
day he preached to a vast assembly of children, and marvellously-sustained their
attention. Several of his publications, espécially his “Faiily Devotions” have
bied a very largé circulation. He was rich and contributed liberally to benevolent
and religious objects. 1t waa his practice to pay an annual visit to Scotland,
where crowds were eager to hear him., He was, this autum, to hdve addressed the
working classes in Glasgow, but strength failed, and dropsy eame on, which ter-
minsted his days, . s Lo . .




