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“Ir I FORGKY THEE, O JERUSALEN! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGRT ITS CUNNING.’—P3.137: 3

THE Synod will meet this year, ac-
cording to adjournment, in St. Andrew’s
Charch, Halifax, on the evening of
Tuesday, the thirtieth day of June, at
¢ight o'clock. The Moderator's Sermon
will be preached, amd the ordinary busi-
ness will be taken up on the following
days, as usual. It iz hoped that Presby-
tery Clerks will have the Presbytery
Rolls revieed and prepared for the use
of the Synod, immediately after the
Court goes into session. Congrega-
tional and Session Treasurers are re-
quested to make up their accounts for
the Synodic year ending on the 15th
day of June. Collections not forward-
ed by that date cannot appear in the
year's accounts. Reports of Standing
Committees will be called for in due
course, and are uaderstood to be in
readiness when Synod meets.

The Synod Fund Collections will be
called for as soon as Synod meets, and
members are reminded that the Synod
claims the whole of the sum collected by
each congregation, and not mervely the
balance after members have paid their
travelling expenses.

Upon the ex-Moderators devolves the

duty of selecting & Moderator for the
next year. It is hoped they are prepar-
ed to do so without delay.

Presbytery Clerks will communicate
with the ministers o* St. Matthew's and
St. Andrew's, Halifax, as early as poesi
ble, giving the names of members who
intend to be present, so that accommoda-
tion may be provided for all previous to
their arrival. Clerks meglecting to do
80 must be held responsible for any con-
sequences resulting to their respective
ministers and representative elders.

o ]

THE UMON.

The n.amber of ministers on the Rolls
of Presbyteries of the Canada Presby-
terian Church at date of the last statist
cal report, was 315. Qur own church
numbered 136, not including nine
ordained missionaries. The Presbyter
ian Church of the Lower Provinces num-
bered 130, and the Church of Scotland
in the Maritime Proviaces 32. The
approximate number of ministers in the
four tiating churches is therefore
;lrs.b @ votes cast i:‘ the follgwiﬂng

esbyteries re; t, of course, chiefly,
the opi o? the ministers of tho-’e
churcbes. The retarns are not complete,



142

neither are they official, and we cannot
guarantee their absolute correctness.

1L—-CANADA YRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
1. Bruce............Yer, 2 to 1, aaks an

azticle on Headship

2. Guelph...........Yea 2l to 8

3. Hamiltow.........Yea 4 to 7

4. Huron... ........Yea 13 1o 12

§. Ontarie.......... Yea Unanimoue

6. Paris. . .oiacnna Yea 12 to 10

7. lendon........... Nay

8. Stratford .Xea 1T to 1

9. Brockvilke........Yes 6 fo &

10. Toronto . . ...Yeald to 8
11. Cobourgh ..Yea Unanimous.
18. Ottawa... .Yea ll to 6
13. Montreal., ..Yes 12 to 8
1¢. Siincoe... YXen 7 toe 5
15. Durkam . .Yea 9 to §
1§. Owen Sound......Yes 6 to 4
17. Manitobs......... Yea & to 3
18. Kingston......... Yea Unanimoun
13. Chatham......... Yea 10 to 6§

I.—PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
LOWER PROVINCES.

Prince Fdward Island...Yes....Usanimously
Mirimachi........ .....Yes~..  ditte

ditto
Halifax....... ... eee..Yea..., ditto
Lupenburg & Yarmoutk Yea..Except as to
modes of wortl:;g.

......... Not
Y..m

Ritgxemond & Vietoris. . .

HI-CHURCH OF SCOTLAND IN LOWER
PROVINCES.

PRI
o 2 €t v s

oo

IV.—~CHURCH OF SCOTLAND iIN

CANADA.
Quebec......‘...,.....'!:ea. ..

Montreal ......00ee0n.. Yea

A -

L

Tae Reformed Episcopal Church ha$
fornd an organ in the Episcopalian,
which seems to bave fully committed
itself to the Cummins movement.
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THE HALIFAX SCHOOL MOVEMENT.

Notwithstanding the action of the
Halifab City Council, refusing to grant
equal rights to all religious persna-
sions, and notwithstanding that the
House of Assembly retused to eonsider
favorably a Bill to the same purpose,
we heartily coneur in the movement at

resent on foot. We endorse the fol-
owing words of the Halifax Wesleyan,
which says, speaking of the action of the
Halifax Schoo! Association, by which
equal rights to all religions bave been
demanded, * They have truth and com-
mon sense on their side; but they are
quite too modest.” That means they
are guite right so far 23 they bave gone,
but they have not gone far enough. It
is to be hoped that the matter will be
prosecuted with all vigor until the end is
accomplished. They want equal rights
between Protestant and Romanist in
the City of Halifax, and they are boand
to bave them. The following is the
Statement which should have been pub-
lished in the newspapers of the City, but
which, ap to the date of writing the
present notice, was permitted to appesr
only in one, and in that one with the
word ¢ Advertisement ” over it. How
it came to have that stigmatizing word
placed at his head we cannot under
stand, as the eommittee to whose care
the publication was intrusted, were par-
ticularly instructed not fo publish ¥ asy
an advertisement.

The religious press has taken the lead
in the matter, and given the Associa-
tion & help along in the stroggle.

A STATEMENT

ADDRESEED TO THEIR FELLOW-CITIZENS
BY THE HALIFAX SCHOOL AS5O~
CIATION.

Daring last winter a diseatisfaction with
our schools and school administration that
bagd been long felt, found expression in »
petition addvessed to the Mayeor, asking him
to convene a meeting at which yonr opin-
jons on the subject might be eficited. That
meeting was held, and it passed resolutions
to the effect that Halifax should be otrust-
ed with the management of its own school
affairs, that an association should be form-
ed to promote the interests of education in

. the City, and that & High School should be

establisbed without anoeccseary delay. In

~accordance with these resolutions our A
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socistion was formed, and a Bill was pre-
pared giving to you the right that every
other scloul section in the provinee bas, in
the only way in which such right can be
exercised 10 a large city. The bl o con-
fer this right—a right that is enjoyed in
Great Britain, the United States, and On-
tario-—was condemned by a large majority
of the City Counncil, and chiefly on shat
plea, was rejected or postponed by the Lo~
cal Legislature. Un you, therefore, is now
chrown the duty of saying distinctly whe-
ther you are satistied with the present ays-
tem or nos ¢ 1n previously advocating the
bill, we rested our case on Constitusional
grounds ; being unwilling to raise irritating
questions, or to make pointed allusions to
ivefficient Schools, Commissioners, aod
Teachers. We had suffivient confidence in
the people io desire that the whole case
shoald be lett in their own hands. We
believed that you, both as parents and tax-
payers, had a better right to clect the trus-
wes of your ewn schools than the L.ocal
Government or the City Council had to do
it for you, and that uo oue owing his own
position to pupular election would veaturs
to question this. We were mistaken. It
is therefore necessary now to go move into
detail, and to specify some of the evils in
connection with the adwministration of our
schools that mast be remsedied, and the very
existence of which proves that the system
on which the preseut Board is constituted
is hopelessly bad.

We direct attention te the following
facts :—

1. Tke expenditure last year for the
support of our Public Schools amounted to
$66,205.00, but the present condition of
oune clasa of schoals is s0 unsatisfactory that
many rate-payers, amongst the most heavily
taxed, are compelied to cducate their own
childrer in Private Schools.

2. According to the Inspector’s Report,
there is * something radically defective in
the present management of some of the
largest graded schools in Halifax.” He
states that he has laid before the Board
 indabitable evidence *’ of this, and ret the
Board, keeping ail knowledge of the facts
1o itself, pieads thas there is 0o cause what-
cver for the present agisation.

3. When vacancies occur in the teach-
ing staff, instead of advertisements being
inserted in the newspapers (o attract teach-
ers from all quarters, the appointments are
made by private pawonage, aithough it is
well-knowa that 0 great is the desire to
come to the city that every vacancy could
be filled up from the best teachers in the
Province. ‘

4. The exoense is increasing year by
year out of alt proportion to the incressed
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number of pupils, or the efficiency of the
schools.

5. Some of the schools are in a disgrace-
tul condition evea a8 regards order and dis-
cipline; in others ** grading is ignored ;”
and she siandard in wmost ot the schools is
extremely low, notwithstanding the report
ot the supervisor that the average attend-
anes is very maoch higher thao in the coun-
try, the great and ackaowledged drawback
to efficien:y thus not exissing in the city.

6. Iaschoolswitheven 12 or 13 depart-
ments, the Principat is completely unable
to exercise auy iuteltigent supervision over
the whole school, because his time is cone
fined to his owa depariment. e is thas
only & nomioal Yriucipal, aud present
supervision is & mere sham.

7. The rawpayers of Halifax, though
heavily wxed for education, are st a great
disadvantage, as compared with other
sections of the Province, such as Pictou and
Yarmouth, in having ne high school. There
i3 theretore no link vetween our common
schools and colleges, and thus the chief
stimulus to higher vducation is wanting.

8. While the law provides that the Com-
missioners in the city of Hatifax are to dis-
charge all the dutivs of ‘L'rustees, and the
provisions ot the General Schoul Law re-
quire Trustees to provide free of charge
high school departments, ithe Board has
made ne such pruvision, and has pleaded
that there is no law empowering it to do so.

9. That denomination which in its re-
cent Pastoral hus declared its settled policy
to he adverse to the principle of free unsec-
tarian public schoois, is, nevertheless, the
only retigious budy having clerical repre
seatation upon our Schovl Board.

10. Several schools supported by the city
enjoy special religious priviieges, and are
for all practical purposes Romun Catholic
Inscitutions. Sumilar privileges have not
been accorded to any Prowstant body,
though application hes veen made for them.

11. ‘The appoiutment of Teachers to one
clasy of schuuls is, it is wetl uaderstood,
ahsofutely in the hanrds of the authurities of
the Roman Catholic Church, aud, us if that
were not enough, at the same time the
Chairman of the Committee for appointing
Teachers to the only schools available for
Protestans pupils, is the Roman Casbolic
Vicar-Generul.

12. Three-titths in sumber of the First-
class male teachers in Halifax at present
receiving salaries of $500 and upwards each,
sad which, under the resolutivns of the
Board are to be increased by forty doliars
sonually until they ech seven hundred
dollars, are found in the achoels especially
designed for Rouman  Catbolio pupils,

Public Archives of Nova Scoue

HALIFAX,

N. ».
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although one-third more pupils are regis-
tered as in attendance at the other schools.

13. In some of the schools thus liberally
provided for from the public funds, in fur-
therance of the views of a favored denomi-
nation, books other than those presctibed
by the Council of Public Instruction for the
schools of this Province are used, and the
children arc sedulously sought to be cou-
firmed in attachment to the Roman Catho-
lic Church, whilst, at the same time, no
provision is made in the other schools for
distinctively religious instruction, and even
the reading of the Holy Scriptures is not
required.

14. While no Protestants can be intro-
duced as teachers into some of our public
schools, Roman Catholics are eligible to all
the schoolsindiscriminately, and are actually
appointed.

The Association does not believe that
such a state of matters and such manipula-
tion of the public schools can be acceptable
to the people of Halifax, and it therefore
earnestly desires your assistance in seeking
to obtain such change as will increade the
efficiency of the schools, quicken popular
interestin Education, bring the administra-
tion more directly under your own contrel,
and bnng to an end the systematic and in-
creasing violation or evasion of the law in
our midst.

The Association believes that the educa-
tional interests of the whole Province are
suffering from the evils and indefensible
anomalies specified, and that the time has
come for taking unitec action on the sub-

By order of the Halifax School Associa-
tion, M. H. Ricarxy,
President.
E. D. Kixng,

Secretary.
Halifax, 29tk May, 1874.

We make no apology to our readers
for occupying so much of our space with
this matter. ~ And at the same time we
do not seek to cover up the fact that we
write for the special purpose of bringing
the subject before our country readerr.
The citizens of Halifax want the equal
rights enjoyed by people in the eountry,
rights which at present we have not got ;
and we want our friends in the country
to aid us in this very matter. Nor do
we wish to be understood as putting the
interests of the city and the country as
rival interests. Not at all. They are
one and the same. The interests of
Halifax are the interests of the Province
at lasge, and vice versa.
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Some points require a little further
explanation for those of our readers who
are in other Provinces, and even in the
country districts of our own. For ex-
ample : the * private patronage " referred
to 1n point 38 of the foregoing statement
means largely the private patronage of
the Very Reverend Father Hannan,
Roman Cathelic Vicar-General of Nova
Scotia, &c.,—he being Chairman of the
Board of School Commiissioners,allocating
the Teacbers of Halitax to suit his own
purposes, which, as those of a dignitary
of the R. C. Church, we perfectly under-
stand.

In points 7 and 8, it ought to be
understood that the ratepayers of the
city of Halifax have no voice in the elec-
tion of their Trustees or Commissioners,
and therefore have no direct control over
their affairs. Would farmers in the
country stand that? No, and they are
right—why should they ?

oint 8. The remarks of the Rev.
Peter G. McGregor at the Convocation
of Dalhousie Coﬁege, show how matters
are in Halifax now compared with for-
mer years. When his eldest son was a
boy, the Public Schools of Halifax were
such that he could be prepared for Col-
lege; now the Rev. gentlemian states
that he cannot have his second son pre-
pared for College in the Public Schools,
and while beavily taxed for their sup-
port, and is thus compelled to pay the
enormous fees of Private Schools, which
the reputed inefliciency of the Public
Schools tends to keep at a figure to be
reached only by the rich. The remedy
is the “ High School ” of the “Statement.”

Point 9. The * denomination” re-
ferred to is the Roman Cathelic. In
other respects the * Statement ” speaks
for itself, and we think needs no further
comment, except the comment which
will arise fromn the adverse criticism the
wmovement is sure to meet in certain

uarters. We bespeak from our readers
their earncst attention, and would re-
commend the preservation of this copy
of the Recurd for reference at any fu-
ture time.

The movement has been deprecated
as inaugurating a * war of creeds.” There
is no reason why it should become a war
at all. If we get our rights as citizens,
and our desires as tax-payers, there wil}
be no necessity for war; but if wede not,if
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we are wronged, by being denied pri-
vileges in common with our brethren,
then we say let us have war of creeds,
or war of anything else you please. We
Liope, however, that it will be a civil war,
a fair fight of argument, an: that the
conquered will fairly yield.

PPl
Articles Contributed,

8pring Hill Church.

At the meeting of Halifax Preshytery,
on the 25th March, a communication was
read from the Secretary of a meeting of
the Presbyterians of Spring Hill Mines,
stating that they bad resolved :—1st, to
unite, 2nd, to connect themselves with
the Halitax Presbytery, and 3rd, to re-
quest the Presbytery to organize them
into a congregation. The Presbytery
acceded to their request, and appointed
me to preach there on 26th April and
3rd May, and to dispense the Lord’s
Supper and organize the congregation.
And at the meeting on 27th May, the
Presbytery. as will be seen in the min-
utes published in this number of the
Record, requested me *“ to prepare a re-
port for the Record upon the organiza-
tion and present state of the congrega-
tion.” Further information can be ob-
tained by reference to the minutes of
Presbytery published in former numbers
of the Record, but the above will be suf-
ficient to explain the following, which,
ag itis intended for the general reader,
will take the shape of a familiar letter,
rather than of a formal Report to a
Charch Court.

I went to Spring Hill on 24th April,
driving from Salt Springs station through
mud which in no case actually reached
the hub of the wheel. In the evening
a meeting was held, the attendance at
which was discouragingly small. Bat
the discouragement was not to last long.
I bad set myself the task of visiting as
many of the Presbyterian families as the
time would at all perinit ; and in visita~
tion it very soon became apparent that
the Lord had been, and still was, quietl
working, “preparing” for Himself a ‘will-
ing (Yeople." One after another was
foand to be, under the drawing of the
Loly Spirit, convinced of sin, and de-
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sirous of the new life which is in Christ
Jesus.  And one after another, when
thc Goepel was explained and put be-
fore them, was persuaded and enabled
by the same Spirit, with unusual readi-
ness of will, and simplicity of faith, to
believe, come to Christ, and accept of the
gift of eternal lifs which is in Him. Let
me not convey a wrong unpression,
however; the whole number who thus
seemed to believe was very small in
comparison with the scores and hun~
dreds and thousands brought to Christ
during the past few montls, in var~
ious parts of our own Provinces, the
United States and Britain. Perhaps,
after all, not more than tweuty can
safely be counted as having * passed
from death unto life,” up to the ciose of
my last visit on the 22nd of May. But
on the other hand the field is compara-
tively small; there was but one reaper,
and the work was so quiet (few inquir~
ers knowing, mest of the time, that there
were others either secking or finding be-
sides themselves) that it may be hopeda
largzer proportion will prove to be genu-
ine than in movements which are more
public, and consequently more excitin
to the natural feeiings.  So it appea

to me, at least. I bad never witnessed
such a work of the Spirit as this, so
many made willing at once, and so in-
dependently of each other, and these
brought so immediately, quietly, calmly,
yet seriously and earnestly to take
Christ at His word. Joy at the conver-
sion of one soul, and gratitude at being
employed as an instrument in it, soon
rose into a high degree of both joy and
gratitude and adniring wonder at such a
work, and that I, so unworthy and sinful
as He, though only He and myself,
knew,should be permitted the privilege of
reaping what others had sown. And
this, combined with the knowledge that
the time I could give to this work was
soshort, probably did as much asthe
excellent tonic given me by the Doctor,
an old school-chum, to enable me to go
through an amount of labour far beyond
my ordinary strength. Sometimes one
after another 80 quickly seemed to a
prebend Chbristthat the appalling thought
occurred to me, *Can it be real 2"« Isit
possible thas I am deluding not only my-
self, but these poor souls 77 But a mo-
ment’s reflection convinced me that
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though it was possible some might be
decetving themselves, certainly 1 was
not misleading them. For I was careful
to keep to the very words of Scripture
to a large extent, and generally to the
words of Christ IHiwmself, and to set
forth * the whole counsel of God” as
each case seemed to need, warning them
to count the cost, reminding them that
Christ said, * If any man will come af-
ter me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross daily and follow me,” that
“ coming” to Him implied tuking up His
yoke and loarning ot Him, and that they
needed not only deliverance from guilt
aud punishment, but salvation from sin
itself and its power ; while on the other
hand, I pointed to Jesus as the Saviour
from both the punishmentand the power
of sin, and endeavored to make plain to
the most simple, and ignorant, and mis-
taken, the gospel of Christ as our substi-
tute, bearing our sins, “wade sin for
us, . that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him,” (2
Cor. v. 21,) and as eur life, living at
God’s right hand, sendiag down to us
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Life, and
dwelling by His Spirit in us, the very
principle of our spiritual life, and the
source of all our holy affections, powerrs
and actions. The text 1 have always
found most helpful in leading an enqair-
er to Christ is that preciovs word of His
own, * Him that cometh to me I will in
no wise cast out,” so simple, so definite,
80 positive in its assurance that, no mat-
ter what his guilt or sinfulness, no one
who comes upplying to Christ for heal-
ing of sin-diseased soul shall go away
refused. And this was the one mest
used in Spring Hili, though others were
also employed displaying other aspeets
of the Gospii, as the acceptance of Giod'’s
free gift, or the simple believing, or
taking Christ at his word.

‘Why are these particulars mentioned ?
In the hope that this letter may not be
a mere bit of news or ip, but may,
by God's blessing, be made of use to some
reader who may be inclined to yield to
the strivings of the Spirit.

Notwithstanding the snow storm of
the 26th, the attendance was good, and
in the evening especially the word seemed
applied to the hearts of some. The
meetings through the week were not
evangelistic, so much as preparatory for
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commanion. On the 3rd of May cie
services were held in a new store be-
longing to one of the members, and
hoerriedly fitted up by him for the occa-
sion, as it was rather larger and better
ventilated than the hall. In the fore-
noon was the Wesleyan service, which
is beld in altornate weeks at the mines
and in a little Church a mile away. In
the afternoon was a threefold service ;
first, as wsual, public worship and the
preaching of the word, then a baptism of
two adults on profession of faith, and
then the Lord's Supper. TFhirty-four in

all partook, including Mr. McLeod,
Elder, from Fawleigh Mountain, and my-
self.

Twenty-six were admitted to the
Church then being organizeu, twenty
by certificate, and six by profesaion, in-
cluding the two who bad just been
baptized. Of the former, a number had
come to the place hastily and without
applying for their certificates, but of
course these were received on the pro-
mise that the certificates should be pro-
cured as soon after as possible. Six
Wesleyan brethren also sat with us at
the Lord’s Table, thus giving a pleasing
and beneficial as well as Scriptural ex-
hibition of the oneness of all Christ’s
people. Oh that the time were come
when our Saviour’s prayer shall be
answer'ed, and that oneness shall be so
visible that the world seeing it may be-
lieve in Him. How terrible is the guils
of those who hinder it! The evening
service, and conversations, afterwards
ended a fatiguing but blessed day.

Monday was the greatest reaping day
of all, and I should hardly have felt justi-
fiedinleaving the nextday, had Mr. Fitz-
patrick not arrived to oecupy the field,
temporarily at least. In the evening he
preached an excellent and very solemn
discourse, and is was evident thet the
Spirit was applying the word. Then fol-
Yowed a congregational meeting, at whieh
I had specially requested the attendanee
of all the communicants. I referred to
the action of the meeting which had
made the request for organization, and,
to prevent the possibility of misappre-
hensior, announced that if any of the
Presbyterian communicants had nos
understood that in accordance therewith,
J bad organized this Church in connec-
tion with the Church ot Scotland, or if
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any did not concar with that action, and
20 did not wish their names to be taken
as members, they would please unhesi-
tatingly make it known to me either
publicly or privately, and I should not
entertheirnameson the Roll, but consider
them as occupying the same position as
the Wesleyan brethren who had par-
taken along with us. One, next day,
expressed some hesitation, 1ill it was ex-

lained that, should she return to her
tormer home, as sae had some expecta-
tion of soon doing, she would receive a
certificate enabling her to return to the
Church of which she had been a mem-
ber. The next business of the meeting
was the appointment of Trustees, after
which the question of building & Church
was entered into with a heartiness which
augurs well for the success of the under-
taking. The offers of two or three per-
sons in particular were enspiriting, and
the result was that a committee was ap-
pointed to obtain a site, and collectors
to go round their respective districts
after every pay-day. A site will, in all
probability, be granted by the Company,
and if the people put their own shoulders
to the wheel as manfully as they then
bade fair to, doubtless, others will lend
them a helping hand. If any of my
readers think the Lord would be pleased
1o have them apply in this way some of
the money Ile has committed to their
stewardship, Mr. John G. Fraser is the
Secretary of the congregation, and Mr.
E. C. Fisher the Treasurer. Or, if it
would be more convenient, no doubt any
minister will for-vard their contributians.
The necessity of a Church is great and
immediate. The hall at present used
has served an exvellent jurpose, and was
at first abundantly large ; but it is now
far too small. Atter every seat is
crowded, including extempore ones about
the door and in the porch, people turn
away unable to get in, and the atmos-
phere, even at this season, is—well, I
only saw one person carried out in =
faint. And what will it be in July and
August? At the congregational meet-
ing I read the names of the families re-
poried to me as Presbyterians, asking
mistakes to be corrected, and as the re-
sult, over seventy were counted, all in
the village or within reasonable distance.
New ones were arriving, and if the
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Mines prosper, the number will rapidly
grow. ‘The growth will be still greater
when the other companies open their
rojected mines in the neighbourhood,
ut this may be delayed for the present.

I came away on Tuesday, unwilling to
leave when the field xeemed so white for
the harvest, but glad that Mr. Fitzpatrick
remained to reap for a time at least. e
left on Monday following. Rev. Mr.
Neish had been appointed by Presbytery
for the next Sabbath, but he very kindly
exchanged with me, thus allowing me a
little more of the reaper’s joy. I there-
fore went back on Thursday 14th, and
was cheered to hear that the blessing
seemed still descending. On Sunday I
had the pleasure of taiing part in the
services connected with the laying of the
foundation stone of a new Wesleyan
Church. The promptitude of these enter-
prising brethren, apparently fewer in
namber than the Preshyterians, should
afford us borth a spur and an example.
In the evening a meeting of our communi-
cants, for the election of Elders,was held
as before announced. Messrs. Geo. Fulton
and John G. Fraser were elected, and
apparently one or two more would have
been had they been sufliciently long in
the place to be well-known and tried.
The ordination was appointed for the
5th of June. On Sabbath another adult
was baptized, and two infants of believers
and probably three more persons will be
ere long on profession of faith.

The Sabbath School has, as far as my
information goes, hitherto been con-
ducted on Union principles, but as the
number attending required twice the
space afforded by the hall, there was
some talk of » division. A Union prayer
meeting has been started for Thuraday
evening, followed by a Fellowship meet-
ing, which it is hoped will promote the
edification and stedfustness ot believers,
ann help enquirers.

I came away on Friday, 22nd, and
Mr. Fitzpatrick next day went on to
labour there, if the Lord will, for the
summer. By last accounts the work was
prdgressing favourably. Will not those
who pray “ Thy Kingdom come,” re-
member him and this interesting field,
and earnestly plead for a continuance
and increase of the blessing ?

Jas. Fraser CampeBL
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The Abolition of Patronage in the
Church of Scotland.

On the 18th day of Iast month, exact-
ly thirty-one years since the great Ses-
sion of 1843, the Duke of Richmond, as
head of the Queen's Government in the
Bouse of Lords, introduced a bill to
abolish patronage in the Church of
Scotland, or rather—to transfer the ap-
pointment of the ministers of the Church
from the present patrons to the Kirk
Session and male communicants of each
congregation. In introducing the bill,
he said, * I have been in eommunication
with my noble friend the Duke of
Argyll, and am permitted by him to say
that he cordially approves and sanctions
the principle and objects of the measure
which I shall ask your Lordships to read
a first time ; but, of course, he will give
no opinion on the details of the proposal
until he sces it in the form of a bill. At
the last general election there was
scarcely a constituency in which this
subject was not discursed, and members
of Parliament and those who sought to
be returned were alike subjected to a
very severe examination upon the views
they entertained on this subject ; and 1
think I may say that the great majority
of the constituencies of Secotland im-
pressed upor their members, and those
who sought their votes, that the question
was oise Which it was absolutely neces-
sary to deal with as soon as possible.
Since I had the honour of being at the
department over which I have the hon-
our to preside, I have received a very
large deputation from gentlemen of all
shades of political opinion, but all sgree-
ing in one common opinion—namely,
that it was the duty of Her Majesty’s
Government to take up the subject ;
and, my Lords, agreeing in those views,
and adhering to the opinion I expressed
last year, 1 now appear before you, as
the organ of Her Majesty’s Government,
to invite you to deal with the subject,
which I hope and trust may be satisfac
torily dealt with during the present
session. It will he my endeavour to’use
all the means which I have, both in this
and the other House of Parliament, in
order that thix session shall not con-
i:luds without this measure passing into
aw.

His Grace proceeded to give an his-
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torical review of the question, to show
the reasonablencss ot such a measure :-—
% So long ago as the year 1590, a pass-
was inserted in the ¢ Book of Dis-
cipline,’ pointing out t.e im nce
of every church having full hberty of
exercising their suflrages in the election
of ministers ; and the second * Book of
Discipline,” 1n 1678, contains a_protest
against the Law of Patronage. In 1592
an Act was passed that all ministers of
the Scotch Church should be presented
either by the Crown or by other
patrons. This went on till 1649, when
patronage was abolished, and the
patrons to a certain extent were sup-
posed to be compensated by the surplus
teinds being given to taoem to make
good the loss they had sustained. In
1660 patronage and Episcopacy were
again restored ; but in 1690 patronage
was once more abolished. So mstters
remained until the Union of Scotland
and Englaud, and I wish to call your
Lordships’ attention particularly to what
occurred at that time, because it is ex-
tremely important to show that Scotland
has a right to complain of tbe manner
in which she wax treated in regard to
this subject. Before the Act of Union,
what was called an Act of Security was
passed in the _cottish Parliament, pro-
viding that the Presbyterian form of
Church government should continue to
be established by law in all time. In
1712 an Act was passed, without the
General Assembly having any opportun-
ity of expressing its mind on it, which
re-established patronage. For ‘he next
70 years the Church made annual pro-
tests, and attempts to repeal this law of
Queen Anne, but without success. In
1882 another agitation took place on the
subject, which ended in the secession of
1843.”

In giving reasons why the bill should
ass, he pointed out that while in Eng-
and the value of advowsons was on an

average sixteen years purchase, in Scot-
land so0 little power was in the hands of
the patron that the presentation was
scarcely considered worth one year's
purchase ; ard also “that in Scotland
the right of presentation has been
practically abolished already. For some
time past the Crown, whenever a church
becomes vacant, takes the opinion of
the parishioners or those immediately
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concerned ; and, therefore, the right of
presentation has become obeolete. The
total number of livings in Scotland is
about 1,180, of which the Crown holds
300 or 330, in regard to which it does
not exercise patrorage. There are a
number of other livings which are free
from patronage, so that about one-half
of the Established churches in Scotland
are practically free from the operation
of this law. In 1843, when Lord Aber-
deen’s Act was passed, it was considered
that it would remedy certain grievances
in the Church, but I am afraid that the
Kroceedings since taken under the Act

ave not been of a satisfactory character,
and have not led to the healing of those
grievances and differences which existed
at that time. The Act, in fact, subjects
a clergyman who is proceeded against
under it to a species of torture.”

He then sketched the provisions of
the bill, which consists of only nine
clauses. “ The 3rd clause is the first of
any importance, and in it we propose,
in the first place, to repeal the Aet of
Queen Anne—the Act of 1712. It
goes on to repeal Lord Aberdeen’s Act,
and then provides for the constitution
of the body who are to elect midisters in
the future. We have avoided in this
case creating anything that might be
considered as partaking of the nature of
a fancy franchse, and have chosen
rather to take a qualification which
exists in other Presbyterian bodies in
Scotland, and has received the sanction

f Parliament during late yecars. We
} ropose, therefore, that the patronage
shall be vested in the co nmunicants of a
rarish, subject to rules wuich are to be
iaid down by the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland. A committee
of communicants will nominate the min-
ister, and report to the body of commau-
nicants, under certain rules which I can-
not now explain, because they will have
to be laid down by the General Assem-
bly. That mode of elec‘ion prevails
under the Act of 1870, 33rd and 84th
year of the Queen, cLapter 87, section
20; and also in about 20 parishes in
Scotland—so that I think we bave suc-
cessfully avoided creating anything like
a fancy franchise. Clause 4 determines
_ow the compensation which is to te
~warded the patron is to be paid,and in
this we have followed as clusely as
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posible the line which was taken in the
Act ot George 111 fur the abolition of
heritable jurisdiction. Clause 5 pro-
vides that the payment to which the
patron may be entitled shall not exceed
one year's stipend, although I believe
that in the great majority of cases
patrons will not require to be paid any-
thi-g for that which they give up. be-
causc they do not regard patronage as
£ matter of property, but as a matter of
duty.”

The bill has evidently been framed in
accordance with the views of the Gener-
al Assembly’s Committee on Patronage,
and will be hailed with satisfaction by the
whole chutch. There can be no douht
that it will pass. No one will oppose it
but those who are so much the enemies
of Establishments that they forget their
Christianity ; who say in cffect to hun-
dreds of thousands of their brethren,
“we will not allow you to get rid of
what we consider an unscriptural law
and an intolerable grievance unless you
become Dissenters like ourselves.” f; is
the old persecuting spirit which is so
opposed to the epirit of Christianity, the
gpirit that once said to Roman Cathe-
lics, * we will not give you equal politi-
cal rights with ourselves till you become
Protestants;” it is the spirit of envy and
bate—in one word, the spirit of Sectar-
ianism.,

From our 8cotch Correspondent.
Epinsurcn, May 19tk, 1874.

Interest in ‘long vexed questions in-
creases as the time approaches for their
consideration. For the past few weeks
public feeling, with the season, waxes
warmer, and all eyea are turning to the
scene of ecrlesiastical legislature, The
classic town of Edinburgh, with all her
sacred memories, claims to be the
honoured host The guests assemble
from the four quarters of the country.
Around her name cluster associations,
rich in historic interest, and replete with
deeds, not only of heroic valour, but of
christian zeal and piety. Here the free-
dem of the country and the happriness
of the people have alike been vindicated
and maintained. Here, too, the wisdom
of the nation assembled has assumed
such forms of thought, and prosecuted
such courses of action, as bave bequeath-
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ed to her people and their progeny,
rights and institutions as blessed in their
effects as they are just and pure in
their aims. Than Scotland no country
owes more to her institutions, and no
city has done more to foster and pro-
mote them than her magnificent capital.
For what she has done in the troublous
]Jast let us be thankful, and confidently
ook to her for the promotion and main-
tenance of such principles and tenets as
will best secure the happiness of her
peopie and the sanction of her God.

SYNOD OF THEZ UNITED PRESBYTER-
IAN CHURCH.

The Synod of the United Presbyter-
jan Church, which at present is the
highest court of that church, has been
in session several days. JIn addition to
the usually long preamble of reports
and * findings,” nothing very important
has been arrived at. The reports show
a small increase during the year in
point of numbers, but if her co.ds have
not been lengthened, we are warranted
in saying her stakes have been strength-
ened. She has partaken most largely
of the benefits of the revival movement,
the result of which will be more con-
spicuous in next year's report. Next in
importance to the health and prosperity
of the church, comes ber legmlating.
Resolutions favourable to a representa-
tive assembly have been adopted, and
the work of drawing up and submitting
the scheme to Presbyteries was handed
over to a Commit'ce. The Committee
on Union with the Reformed Presbyter-
ian Church was reappointed. Aftera
long and somewhat animated discuseion,
the proposed Union with the Presbyter-
ian Church in England was rejected, re-
solving rather to delay the Union, bat
preserve the friendly relations that now
exist. There is a strong feeling of
Union pervading the Synod, bat it
seems to be accompanied with a laxity
of decision and temerity of action not
at all reciprocated by the other ia-
ting bodies. Sentiments of friendly
relations, however, and an exﬁued
willingness to co-operate in od-
vancement of Christian work, bave been
interchanged. A proposition for the
reform of the present system of Theo-
logical training was also introduced and
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referred toc a Committee. The antici-
pated scheme will substitute three terms
of five or six months for the five shorts
terms of about two months. The pres-
ent system has the advantare of giving
to the student an opportunity to prose-
cute his Theological studies while pursu-
ing his Arts curricolum. But it has
the disadvantage of precenting to the
outh subjects b=yond his years and
mtellectual capacity, cramming his head
with facts and theories, and his heart
with hopes and fears, which belong to
another period of his history.

ASSEMBLIES.

On the 21st inst.,, Lord Rosslyn, Her
Majesty’s Royal Commissioner, will
open the General Assembly of the
Established Church. On the same day,
the Assembly of the Free Church will
occupy the Free Assembly Hall to
legrislate for that body. In the latter
court, the question of disestablishment
will be dcbated with all the freshnes
and vigour peculiar to that court. In
the former, the onlinary routine business
will have few inter-uptions. Cooling
themselves in the shade afforded by a
Conservative Government, the members
ot that august body will watch the pro-
gress of the new patronage bill. Yes-
terday the Duke of Richmond intro-
duced his promised bill. Unlike most
Government billg, it was short in pream-
ble, simple in its propositions, and most
extensive in its grasp. Its two leading
features arc first the third clause,
which abolishes resal and private
patronages, and hands them over to
communicants of the church. And
2ndly, the fifth clause. which provides
that compensation shall be msde to

ivate lay patrons, who shall demand
it within six months after the passing of
this act at a cost of not more than one
year's value of the benefice.

The Bill was well received, and if
carried, will strengthen the Established
Church. What the policy of the Free
Church mav be, time willreveal. As for
the United Presbyterian Church, the
Synod will probably adopt strong reso-
lations, deprecating the Government
'policy, and petitioning for the Disestab-
ishment and Disendowment of the
Church.
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Preshptery Wuutes.

Abstract of the Minutes of the Pic-
tou Presbytery.

Tbz quarterly meeting of the Pictou
Presbytery was held in St. Andrew’s
Church, Picteu, on the 27th May. Seder-
unt :—Revds. C. Dunn, Moderator; A.
W. Herdman, W. Stewart, ). MacRae,
George Coull, J. W. Fraser, J. McColl, R.
McCunn, J. M. Sutherland, and W. Mec-
Millan ; and K. J. McKenzie, C. Ferguson,
Wm.McDonald, and John McKay, Elders.

The Minuates of last quarterly meeting,
and meeting of Mth March, at Earitown,
were read and sustained.

Missionary appointments were reported
fulfilled. Y thpot po

Kirk Session Registers having been called
for, only a few were produced, for czuses
explained. Messrs. McCunn and Conll
were appointed a committes to examiane
said records.

Members reported the Synodical ecollec-
tions made, or aboat to be made.

In the matter of Union, reports were
given in as enjoined, except from two con-
gregations, anent which the following was
passed, viz: The Preshytery having re-
ceived reports on Union from the several
congrerations within their jurisdiction, and
having found, on examination of them, that
with the exception of Pagwash, all which
reported either considered Ubion unadvis-
able at present, or were opposed to it :
Therefore, Resolved to remit the suhject to
the Synod with the respectfal suggestion,
that they cannot in these circumstances
recommend the Synod to take any tarther
ateps towards its consammation in the
meantime.

From most of the congregations reports
were given in anent the working of the
Widow and Orphans Scheme. From some
of the congregations the reports are very
encoaraging, while from others they are
rather the opposite, anent which the Pres-
bytery resolved to express their gresat satis-
faction with the liberality displayed by
several of the cnngregations reporting on
behalf of the Widow and Orphans Fand,
and renew their injonctions to the other
congregation to use all diligence towards
completing the amount required for its
establishment.

P:&b;lev. Mr. Codf:obmght before the

tery 8 request from the congregation
of 8¢. Andt::,-. New Glasgow, that the
Presbytery shoald sanction their use ot an
organ in the public worship of God. To
which request the Presbytery reply, that on
its having besn made apparoat shat the
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congregation are virtually agreed as to its
use, this Court will be fully Frcpnred to
accord the sanction required. They recom-
mend, in the meantime, postponement of the
use of the instrument until the mind of the
people be more fully ascertained, and ask
that the result be reported at a meeting to
be held daring the meeting of Synod.

It was sgreed to defer missionary appoint-
ments till meerings to he held duoring the
meeting of Synud, except the following,
viz : Barney’s River, June 14th, Mr. Stew-
art; Wallace, 14th June, Mr. McCunn.

After some roatine business, the Presby-
tery adjourned to meet in St. Andrew’s,
Pictou, on the last Wednesday of August.

WhMc M, P.C.

Abstract Minutes—Presbytery of
Halifax.

The Presbytery met on the 2Z7th May.
Communications were read from the Rev.
Mr. McDougall, of St. John’s, containing
his resignation of the charge of St.
Andrew’s Congregation on account of ill
health, and intimating that he had handed
the slips for voting on the question of
Union to the Treasurer, to be laid before
the Session and Congregation. The Clegk
repoited that on his reception of the
former he had forwarded Presbyterial
Certificate, &c., in accordance with instruc-
tions of lust mesting.

The Moderator reparted that be had
carmmied out the instructions of Presbytery
as to Spring Hill ; that on the 3rd May the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was daly
celebrated and the Congregation orgapis-
ed: that twenty communicanis were ad-
mitted by certificate and six by profession,
two of whom were also baptized ; that on
4th May a Congregational meeling was
held, as previously arnounced, when
Tru were appointed and steps were
taken towards building & charch; that on
the 16th a meeting of Communicants was
held for the election of Elders, as intimated
on the 4th, when Mesws. George Fultom
and John G. Fraser were elected ; that
their ordination was gppointed for the 5th
June ; and that the edict for the ordination
was dely served on the 17th May. The
Report was cordially approved. The other
appointments of last meeting were reported

as kept.

The Moderator was requested to prepare
& Report for the Record upon the organiza-
tion and preseat state of the Congregation
at Spring Hill.

Messrs. James Fitzpatrick and William
McLeod hiving been sappointed Catechists
for Spring Hill and Fawleigh Mountain,
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respectively, by the Commitiees on theso
stations, and labouring saccessfully, it was
resolved that they should exchange for the
first two Sahbaths in Juue.

A letier from Rev. Mr. Cameron, of St.
John, wss read, intimating that the ser-
vices of Rev. D. D. Robertson, a minister
of the Church of Scotland, were at the dis-
gon.l of this Presbytery for the month of

une. It was therenpon agreed that he be
appointed to St. Jort:’s, Nfid,, for that
month, and that the Clerk notify the Con-
gregation to that effect.

Rev. J. F. Campbell and two-members
of the Truro Session were appointed to
ordain the Flders elect as Spring Hill,
and Mr. Campbell was appointed as
Moderator pro. tem. of the ion to be
formed.

The Session Recordas of St. Andrew’s
Church, Halifax, St. Psal’s Church,
Truro, and Richmond Church, were ex-
amined, found correct, and ordered to be

attested.

The regular Synodic collections have
been, or will be, made before the 15th Jane
by the Con tions of St. Matthew’s, St.
Andrew’s, Richmond ard Troro. Mus-
quodoboit and St. John’s not heard from.

The Rev. Mr. Grant was appointed to
draw up the Presbytery Home Mission
Report for the year closing Juue i15th, aud
to give the necessary information to the
Couvener of the Home Mission Board.

The Sycod Roll was then made up, and
orders for the usual guarterly supplements
and ex of ministers when keepiag ap-

intments of Presbylery were granted.

e Clerk was directed to wake up a
statement of the vote on Unioa for the in-
formation of Synod.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet
in St. Andrew’s Church, Halitax, during
tll;e wmeeting of Synod, at the call of the

oderator.
Joax McMisrax, Clerk.
. e an

@he Subbuth School,

LESSONS FOR JULY.
FIRST SABBATH.

Svpaxcr: The beginning of the Gospel.
Mark i., 1—I11. Golden Text, Joha i. 34.

V. 1st—How precious is the beginning
of the Gospei of grace and truth by Jesus
Christ the Soo of God. Before His corsing,
the Churchk was under the dark dispensa-
tioa of signs and ceremonies all pointing to
Him as the antitype in whom the law is &g
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last fulfilled, and through whom only we
can have pardon for past sins, and grace
for time to come. Put your whole trust in
God our Saviour, and be converted to love
and obey Him by the Holy Spirit.

Vv. 2, 3.—The quotations are from
Malachi iii, 1, and Isaiah x1., 3. Both
these texts show us that Jesus Christ is
the Lord, even Jehovah mauoifested in the
flesh. The change of the persomal pro-
noun “me"” into ** thee”” shows the perfect
unity of Father and Son. In this way the
New Testament is a key to the Old Testa-
ment, and the Old is a Divine proef of the
genuineness of the New. Both are equally
the Word of God, and ““ all Scriptare is
profitable, that the map of God may be
perfect.”

Vv. 4-6.—John the Baptist came to pre-
Ere the people by repentance, of which

ptism was the sign, and of which con-
fession and forsaking of sin were the con-
ditions, with pardon of sin and new obedi~
ence as its fruits, through faith in Cbrist,
who was soon to appear.

There are atill hving thousands of the
disciples of John, about the Euphrates,
chicfly at the great city of Bussorab, and to
this dsy they wear camel’s hair, aud eat
locusts and wild honey sacramentally.
Their priests baptize them by sprinkling
them with water as they stand in the edge
or margin of the river. (See Back’s Theo-
logical Dictionary; under * Sabisns.”)

v. 7. 8.—John points steadily to Christ,
the Lamd of God. who taketh away the sin
of the world by His precious blood and by
His Holy Spiric. 'lPhe water of baptism
was merely a type and seal of the sprink-
ling of His blood and the ouspouring of
His Spirit.

Vv. 9—11.—Jesus Himeelf was baptized,
pot as a sinner, but as oar High Priest

ing for the heavenly anointiag of theHoly

host. (See Num. viii,, 6, 7.) By the
law of Moses the priests entered upon of-
fice at the age of 30 years. (Num.iv.3.)
God gave both a visible sign of the baptism,
by the Spirit, and slso an sudible voice
Rdaiming Jesus to be His beloved Son.
is is spoken of the Divine Humanity.
SECORD SABBATH.

SceIrCcT— ThAe awthority of Jems. Mark
i, 16—37. Golden text, Mat. xxviii., 18.

Vv. 16-20.—The ca!ll of Jesas has an
amazing power, seeing that men of basi-
Dess at once leave and follew Him.
They not only leave nets, and ships, and
servants, but even their pareats, and follow
Him who had no place to lay His bead.
Are you ready to do this?

Vr. 21, 23.—The same smasing power
and satherity sppear in His preaching.
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Would you like to learn the secret of this
wondrous power ? It is just the tower of
Trath and Reality Divine. Will you
choose this for your eternal pertion !

Vv. 23-27.—Bat not only was His
great power and authority felt by His dis-
ciples and con, tions. Even the
demons felt and owned it with terror! For
“the devils also believe and tremble.” At
that time the fall of man had come to its
height, 80 that hell was grown very bold,
and evil spirits were gaiaing possession of
bodies and souls of men. The kingdom of
heaven was suffering violence, until God
came in human form to vanquish the
power of death and hell, and te judge the
world.

DOCTRINES.

1. We must follow Christ at all hax-
ards.

2. We must obey His Word as Dirime.

3. If welet evil get ssion in our
hearts, we cannot get it out without tear-
ing our tenderest affections.

THIRD SABBATH.

SuByecT:—The Healed. Mark 1:
38-45. Golden Text, Mat. viii,, 2.

Vv. 38, 39.—The harvest is vast, and the
Lord must ever be busy abont His Father’s
business. Ohletvel,d;tzo, ‘I‘JO‘; He preaches in
the synagognes, although the Jews were s0
far astray as Pharisees and Saddacees. He
tad no Ritualistic scruples or schismatical

anti ies.

v 40—42.—The leper had faith in the
power of Christ, and asking Him, he re-
ceived assurance of His walli to cure
him. Is Christ able to save your soul ? Is
He willing? Yes, He is both able and
willing to save you. Are you willing to be
His child? il you give him your
hear.® Come to Him, then, and Ho will
cure your soul, as surely as He cured the

r leper.

Vv. 43—45.—Christ does not wish to
draw men to seek for bodily cures. This
would not save their souls. Tbey woanld
¢ome to Him as to a bodily dovwr, or as
the crowds which wanted to get their daily
food by miracle, without labor, {Johu vi,,
26, 27.) Christ therefore commanded the
leper not to tell of the miracle, bat to offer
the ohlations prescribed by the law of God.
In this way He came to falfil the law untal
He bad perfected it.

But the fickle leper di the com-
mand, and brings trouble slike on Jesus
and upon the cities, which He ean no longer
visit and preach in, owing to the desparate
rush for healing. To tﬁn day leare
t00 apt to follow Christ for selfih ends,
and therefore Christ leaves us uarevived,
and abides in the deserts of unpopalarity.

153

DOCTRINES.

1. Christ is able and willing to save ail
who will come to God by Him.

2. We should seek first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness.

3. Those who seck selfish favors first,
will provoke the Lord to leave them.

FOURTH SABBATH.

Susecr:— The Publican called, Mark ii.,
13-17. Golden Text, Num. xxmi. 12.

Vrv. 18, 14.—The crowds still throng
around the Saviour, but He preaches the
Gospel for the conversion of their souls.
He calls Levi the publican, or Collector of
taxes, (probably Matthew the Evangelist,}
who foliows Him and invites Him and Hia
disciples to dine in his house.

Vv. 15—17.—The Pharisees, ever eager
to find fault, are offended with Christ for
mixing with the hated Collectors, and dis-
reputable characters. .

ut Christ shows that He is come to
save sinners. He will not cast out any
that come to Him. (John vi. 87.) The
differenco between the Pharisees and the
other sinners was small ; only the Pharisees
denied their faunlts and hid their failings,
while the sinners confessed theirs.

DOCTRINES.

1. Christ has loyal converts among the
most unlikely classes.

2. Publicans and sinners go into His
Kingdom before the Pharisees will.

3. Self-rightcous peoples will neither go
in, nor let others go in.

4. Selfrighteous men pleass not God
or men. The wrath mast come upon them
to the uttermost.

o4
“«HB LINGERED."

GEeN. xix. 16.

Who was this man that Tingered >—
Lot, the ncphew of faithful Abraham.
And when did he linger ?—The v
morning Sodom was to be destroy
And where did he linger ?7—Within the
walls of Sodom itself. Aund before
whom did he linger >—Under the eyes
of the two angels, who were sent to
bring him out of the eity.

Reader, the words are solemn, and
fall of food for thought. I trust they
will make you think.  Who knows but
they are the very words your soul re-
quires? The voice of the Lord Jesus
commands you to “remember Lot’s
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wife.” (Luke xvii. 52.) The voice of
one of His ministers invites you this day
to remember Lot.

Let me try to show you,—

1. What Lot was hamself :

1I. What the text already guoted tells

you of him :

1II. What reasons may account for his

lingering »

IV. What kind of fruit kis lngering

brought forth -

1. What was Lot ?

This is a most important point. If I
leave it unnoticed, } shall perhaps mis
that class of professing Christians I want
especially to benefit. You would per-
haps say, after reading this paper, « Ah!
Lot was a poor, dark creature,—an un-
converted man,—a child of this world ;
no wonder he lingered.

But mark now what I say. Lot was
nothing of the kind. Lot was a true
believer,—a real child of God,—a justi-
fied soul,—a righteous man.

Has any one of you grace in his heart?
—So also had Lat.

Has any one of you a hope of salva-
tion ?—So also ha Lot.

Is any of you ancw creature ?—So
also was

Is any of you a traveller in the nar
row way that leads unto life ?—So also
was Lot.

Do not think this is only my private
opinion,—a mere arbitrary fancy of my
own,—a notion unsupported by Scrip-
ture. Do not suppose I want you to be-
lieve it merely because I say it. The
Holy Ghost has placed the matter be-
yond controversy, by calling him * just,”
and * righteous,” (2 Peter ii., 7, 8,) and
has pgiven us evidence of the grace that
was in him-

One evidence is, that he lived in a
wicked place, “ seeing and hearing™ evil
all around him, (2 Peter ii., 8,) and yet
was not wicked himself. Now to be a
Danielin Babylon, an Obadiahin Ahab's
house, an Abijah in Jeroboam’s family,
a saint in Nero’s court, a righteous man
i(l; Sodom, a man must have the graee of

o:l.

Another evidence is, that he * vexed
his soul with the unlawful deeds” he be-
held around him. (2 Peterii. 8.) He
was wounded, grieved, pained, and hurt
ut the sight of sin.  This was feeling like
Loly David, who says, “I beheld the
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transgressors and was grieved, because
they kept not Thy word.” ¢ Riversof
waters run down mine eyes, because
they kept not Thy law.” (P»alm cxix.,
136, 158.) Nothing will account for
this but the grace of God.

Another evidenee is that bhe ¢ vexed
his soul from day to day” with the un-
lawful deeds he saw. (2 Peter ii., 8.)
He did not at length become cool and
lukewarm about sin, s many do. Fa-
miliarity and habit did not take off the
fine edge of his feelings, as is too often
the case. Many a man is shocked and
startled at the first sight ot wickedness,
and yet becomes at last so accustomed to
see it that he views it with comparative
unconeern. This is especially the case
with those wha live in great cities. But
it was not so with Lot. And this is a
great mark of the reality of his grace.

Such an one was Lot,—a just and
righoeous man, a man sealed and stam
ed as an beir of heaven by the Holy
Gtost Himself

Reader, before you pass on, remember
that a true Christian may have many a
blemish, many a defect, many an infir~
wmity, and yet be a true Christian never-
theloss. You do not despise gold be-
cause (¢ is mixed with much dross. You
must not undervalue grace because it is
accompanied by much corruption. Read
on, und you will find that Lot paid dear-
ly for his lingering. But do not forget,
:&s you read, that Lot was a child of

od

1L Let us pass en .to the second
thing I spoke of. What does the ftext,

“already quoted, tell s about Lot’s beha~

viour?

The words are wonderful and astound-
ing, * He lingered ;* an! the more you
consider the time and circrmstances, thg
more wonderfol you will thin} them.

Lot knew the awful condition ui the
city in which he stood ; “ the cry” of its
abominstion * had waxen great before
the Lord ;” (Gen. xix. 13,) and yet he

linig:red.
t knew the fearful juigment com-
ing down on all within its walls; the
angels had said plainly,“ The Lord bath
sent us 1o destroy it:” (Gen. xix.13.)
and yct he lingered.

Lot knew that God was a God who
always kept His word, and if He said a
thing would surely dao it. He could
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bardly be Abraham’s nephew, and live
long with him, and not be aware of this.
Yet he lingered.

Lot believed there was danger,—for
he went to his sons-in-law, and warned
them to flee: « Up ! he said, « Get you
out of this place; for the Lord will de-
stroy this city.” (Gen xix. 14) And
yet he lingered.

Lot saw the angels of God standing
by, waiting for him and his family to go
forth. And yet he lingered.

He was slow when he should bave
been quick,—backward when ke should
have been forward,--trifling when he
should have been hastening,—loitering
when he should have been hurrying,—
cold when he should have been hot.” It
is passing strange! It seems almost in-
credibler! It appears too wonderful to
be true ! But the Spirit writes it down
for our learnirg. And so it was.

And yet, rcader, there are many of
;l:)a Lord Jesus Christ’s people very like

t.

Mark well what Isay. I repeat it
that there may be no mistake about my
meanin% I bave shown you that Lot
lingered,—I say that there are many
Christian men and Christian women in
this day very like Lot.

There are many real children of God,
who appear to know far more than they
live up to, and see far more than the
practice, and yet continue to live in this
state for many years. Wounderful that
they go as far as they do, and yet go no
farther!

They hold the Head, even Christ, and
love the truth. They like sound preach-
ing, and assent to every article of Goepel
doctrine, when they hear it. But still
there is an indescribable something that
s not eatisfactory about them. They
are coustantly doing things which dis-
appoint the expectations of ‘their minis-
ters, and of more advanced Christian
friends. Marvellous thas they should
think as they do, and yet stand still.

They belicve ia heaven, and yet seem
faintly to long for it ;—and in bell, and

ret seem little to fear it. They love the
ord Jesus, but the work they do for
Him is very small. They bate the de-
vil, but they often a'Ppear to tempt nim
to come to them. They know the time
is short, but they live as though it were
long. They know they have a battle to

OF SCOTLAND. 155
fight, yet a man might think they were
at peace. They know they have arace
to run, yet they often look like people
sitting still. They know the judge is at
the door and there is wrath to come,
and yet they appear half asleep. As-
tonishing they should be what they are,
and yet be nothing more!

And what shall we say of these peo-
ple? They often puzzle godly friends
and reiations. They often cause great
anxiety. They often give rise to great
doubts and searchings of heart. But
they may be classed under one sweepin
description : they are all brethren ani
sisters of Lot. They linger.

These are they who get the notion
into their minds that it Is impossible for
all believers to be very holy and very
spiritual. They allow that eminent
holiness is a beautiful thing. They like
to read about it in books, and even to
see it oocasionally in others. But they
do oot shlik they are all meant to aim
at 50 high a standard. At any rate,
they seem to make up thelr minds that
it is beyond their reach.

Thess are they who get into their
heads false ideas of charity, as they call
it. They would fain please everybody,
and suit everybody, and be agreeable to
everybody. But they forget that they
o(;g;:t first to be sure that they please

These are they who dread sacrifices,
and shrink from self-denial. They never
appearabletoapply our Lord’s command,
“to cut off the right hand and pluck out
the right eye.” (Matt. v. 29, 30.) They
spend their lives in trying to make the
Fate more wide, and the cross more
ight. But they never succeed.

These are they who arc always trying
to keep in with the world. They are
ingenious in discovering reasons for not
separating decidedly, and framing plau-
sible excuses for attending questicaable
amusements, and kecping up question-
able friendships. One day you are told
of their attending a Bible reading: the
next day perhaps you hear of their go
ing to a ball. Fﬁxey are constantly la-
boring to persuade themselves that to
mix a little with worldly people on their
own ground does good. Yet in their
case it is very clear they do no good,
and only get harm. .

These are they who cannot find it in
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their heart to quarrel with their besetting
sio, whether it be sloth, indolence, ill-
temper, pride, selfishness, impatience, or
what it may. They allow it 10 remain
a tolerably quiet and undist » ‘oed tenant
of their heaits. They say it is their
health, and their constitutions, and their
temperaments, and their trials, and their
way. Their father, or mother, or grand-
mother, was so before themselves, and
they are sure they cannot help it. And
when you meet after the absence of a
year or 8o, you hear the same thing.

But all, all, all may be summed up in
one single sentence. They are the bre-
thren and sisters of Lot.  They linger.

Ah! reader, if you are a lingering
soul, you are not happy. You know
you are not. It would be strange in-
deed if you were so. Lingering 18 the
sure destruction of a happy Christianity.
A lingerer's conscience forbids him to
enjoy inward peace.

erhaps at one time youa did run well.
But yon have left your first love,—you
have never felt the same comfort since,
and you never will till you return to
your first works. Like Peter, when
the Lord Jesus was taken prisoner,
you are following the Lord afar off, and
like him, you will find the way not plea-
sant, but hard.

Come and look at Lot. Come and
mark Lot’s history. Come and consider
Lot’s lingering, and be wise.

III. Let us consider the reasons that
may account for Lot’s lingering.

This is a question of great importance,
and I ask your serious attention to it.
To know the root of a disease is one
step towards a remedy. He thatisfore-
warned is forearmed.

‘Who is there among you all that fee'.
secure, and has no fear of lingering?
Come and listen while I tell you a few
paseages of Lot’s history. Do as he did,
and it will be a miracle indeed if you
;io not get into the same state of soul at
ast.

One thirg, then, I observe in Lot is
ltih)'is’ ke made a wrong choice in early

e.

There was a time when Abreham and
Lot lived together. They both became
rich and could live together no longer.
Abrabam, the elder g%ethe two, in the

spirit of true humility and courtesy, gave
Il,)otthe choice of the country, 'when
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they resolved to part company; “If you,”
he said, * will take the left hand, then
will I go te the right ; or if you go to the
right band, then will 1 go to the left.”
(Gen. xiii. 9.)

Ard what did Lot do ?—We are told
he saw the plains of Jordan, near Sodom,
were rich, fertile and well watered. It
was a good land for cattle, and full of
pastures. He had farge flocks and
herds, and it just snited his requirements.
And this was the land he chose for a re-
sidence, simply beczuse it was a rich,
well-watered land.

It was near the town of Sodom ! He
cared not for that.

The men of Sodom. who would be his
neighbours, were wicked! It mattered
not.

They were sinners before God ex-
ceedingly! It made no difference to
him.

The pasture was rich. The land was
§ood. He wanted such a country for

js flocks and herds. And before that
arguinent all scruples and doubts, if he
had any, at once went down.

He chose by sight, and not by faith.
He asked no counsel of God to preserve
him from mistakes. He looked to the
things of time, and not of eternity. He
thought of his worldly profit, and not of
his soul. He considered only what
would help him in this life,—he forgot
the solemn business of the life to come.
This was a bad beginning.

But 1 observe also that Lot mized
with sinners when there was no occasion
for his doing so.

We are first told that he “ pitched his
tent toward Sodom.” (Gen. xiii. 12))
This, as I have already shown, was a
great mistake.

But the next time hc is mentioned,
we find him actually living in Sodom it-
self. The Spirit says expresly, “ He
dwelt in Sodom.” (Gen. xiv. 12.) His
tents were left. The country was for-
saken. He occupied a house in the
very streets of that wicked town.

‘We are not told the reasons of this
change. We are not aware that any
change could have arisen for it. We
are sure there could have been no com-
mand of God. Perhaps his wife liked
the town better than the country, for
the eake of society. It was plain she
had no grace herself. Perhaps she per-
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suaded Lot it was needful for the
education of his daughters. Perhaps
the daughters urged living in the town
for the sake of gay company :—they
were evidently light-minded young wo-
men. Perhaps Lot liked it himself, in
order to make more of his floacks snd
herds. Men never want reasons to con-
firm their wills. Bur one thing is very
clear,—Lot dwelt in the widst of Sodom
without good cause.

Reader, when a child of God does
these two things, which [ have named,
you never need be surprised if you bear,
by and by, unfavorable accounts about
his soul.  You never need wonder if he
becomes deaf to the warning voice of af-
fliction, as Lot was, (Gen. xiv. 12.) and
turns out a lingerer in the day of trial
and danger, as Lot did.

Make a wrong choige,—an unscrip-
tural choice,—in life, and setile yourself
down unnecessarily in the midst of
worldly people, and I know no surer
way to damage your own spirituality,
and to go backward about your eternal
concerns.

This is the way to make the pulse of
your soul beat feebly and languidly.

This is the way to make &\e edge of
5011111- feeling about sin become blunt and

ull.

This is the way to dim the eyes of
your spiritual discernment, till you can
acarcely distinguish good from evil, and
stumble as you walk.

This is the way to bring a moral palsy
on your fect and limbs, and make you
go tottering and trembling on the way
:l: Zion, as If the grasshopper was a bur-

n.

This™s the way to sell the pass to
your worst enemy,—to give the enem
the vantage ground in the battle,—to
tie your arms in fighting,—to fetter
your legs in running.—to dry up the
sources of your strength,—to cripple
own energies,—to cut off your own hair,
like Samson, and give yourself into the
hands of the Philistines. put out yoor
own eyes, grind at the mil{: and become
a slave.

Reader, wake up and mark well what
I am saying. Settle these things down
in your mind. Do not forget them.
Recollect them in the morning. Recall
them to memory at night. “Let them
sink down deeply into your heart. If
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ever you would be safe from lingering,
bew..re of mingling with worldly people.
Beware of Lot’s choice. If you would
not settle down into a dry, dull, sleepy,
barven, beavy, carnal, stupid, torpid state
ot soul, beware of Lot's choice.

Remember this in choosing 2 dwell-
ing-place or residence. It is not enough
that the house is comfortable,—the situ-
ation good,~the air fine.~the neighbour-
hood pleasant,—the expenses small,~
the living cheap. There are other
things yet to be considered. You must
think of your immortal soul. Will the
house you think of help you towards
heaven or hell ?—Is the Gospel preached
within an easy distance ?—Is Christ eru-
cified within reach of your door ?—Is
there & real man of God near, who will
watch over your soul »—1 charge you, if
you love life, not to overlook this. Be-
ware of Lot's choice.

Remember this in choosing a calling,
a place, or profession in life. It is not
enough that the salary is high,—the
wages good,—the labour light,—the ad-
vantages numerous,—the prospects of
getting on most favorable. ink of
your soul, your immortal soal. Will it
be fed orstarved Wil it be prospered
or drawn back ? T bescech you, by the
mercies of God, to take heed what you
do. Make no rash decision. Look at
the place in every light, the light of God
as well as the light of the world. Gold
may be bought too dear. Beware of
Lor's choice.

Remember this in choosing a busband
or wife, if you are unmarried. I+ is not
enough that your eye is pleased,—that
your tastes are met,—that your mind
finds congeniality,— that there is amia-
bility and affection,—that there is a
comfortable home for life. There needs
something more than this. Thereis a
life yet to come. Think of your soul,
your immortal soul. Will it be helped
upwards, or dragged downwards by the
union you are planning ?—Will 1t be
made more heavenly, or more earthly,—
drawn nearer to Christ, or to the
world 7—Will its religion grow in
vigour, or will it decay ? 1 pray you,
by all your hopes of glory, allow this to
enter into your calculations. Think, as
old Baxter said, and think, and think,
and think again, before you commit
yourself. “ Be not unequally yoked.*
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(2 Cor. vi. 14) Matrimony is nowhere
named among the means of conversion.
Remember Lol’s choice.

Rememoer this if you are ever offered
a situation on a railway. It is not
enough to have good pay, and regular
employment, the confilence of the
directors, and the hest chance of rising
to a higher post. These things are very
well in their way, but they are not
everything. How will your soul fare if
you serve a railway company that runs
Sunday trains 7—What day in the week
will you have for God aund eternity ?—
What opportunities will vou have for
hearing the Gospel preached? 1
solemnly warn you to consider this. It
will profit you nothing to fill your purse,
if you bring leanness and poverty on

our soul. Beware of selling your Sab-
ath for the sake of a good place. Be-
ware of Lot's choice.

Reader, you may perhaps think, “a
believer need not fear,—he is a sheep of
Christ, he will never peri-h,—he cannot
come to much harm. It cannot be that
such small matters can be of great im-
portance.”

Well ! you may think so; but I warn
you, if you neglect thew, your soul will
never prosper. A true believer will
certainly not be cast way, although he
may linger ; but if he does linger, it is
vain to suppose his religion will thrive.

Grace is a tender plant. Unless you
cherish it, and nurse it well, it will soon
become sickly in this evil world. It
mgfhdroop, though it cannot die.

e brightest gold will soon become
dim, when ezposed to a damp atmos-
phere.

The hottest iron will soon become
cold. It requires pains and toil to
bring it to a red heat. It regnires
nothing but letting alone, or a little.cold
water, to become black and hard.

You may be an earnest, zealous
Christian now. You may feel like
David in his prosperity, * I shall never
be movel.”” (Psalm xxx. 6.) But be
not deceived. You have only got to
walk in Lot's steps, and make Lot’s
choice, and you will soon come to Lot’s
state of soul. Allow yourself to do as
he did,—presume to act as he acted, and
be very sure you will soon discover you
ll:;;e become a wretched lingerer, f;ke
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You wiil find, like Samson, the pres-
ence of the Lord is no longer with you.

You will prove to your own shame an
undecided, hesitating man, in the day
of trial.

There will come a canker on your re-
ligion, and eat out its vitality without
your knowing it.

There will come a consumption on
your spiritual strength, and waste it
away insensibly.

And at length you will wake up to
find your hands hardly able to-do the
Lord’s work, and your feet hardly able
to carry you along the Lord’s way, and
your faith no bigger than a grain of
mustard seed ;—and this, perhaps, at
some turning point in your life, at a
time when the enemy is coming in like
a flood, and your nced is the sorest.

Ah! reader, if you would not become
a lingerer in religion, consider these
things. Beware of doing what Lot did.

IV. Let us enquire now what kind
of fruit Lot's lingering spirit bore at
length.

I would not pass over this point for
many reasons, and especially in the
present day.

There are not a few who will feel dis-
posed to say, * After all Lot was saved,
—he was justified,—he got to heaven.
I want no more. If I do but get to hea-
ven, I shall be content.”

Reader, if this be the thought of your
heart, just stay a moment, and listen to
me a little longer. 1 will show you one
or two things in Lot's bistory which de-
serves attention, and may perhaps in-
duce you to alter your mind.

1 think it of first importance to dwell
upon this subject. 1 always will con-
tend that eminent holiness and eminent
usefulness are most closely connected,—
that happiness and following the ILord
fully go side by side,—and that if be-
lievers will linger, they must not expect
to be useful in thejr day and generation,
or to enjoy great comfort and peace in
believing.

Mark, then, for one thing, Lot did no
good among the inhabitants of Sodom.

Lot lived in Sodom many years. No
doubt he had many precious opportuni-
ties for speaking of the things of God,
and trying to turn away souls from sin.
But Lot seems to have effected iust
nothing at all. He appears to have bad
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no weight or inflience with the people
who lived arvound him. He possessed
none of that respect and reverence
which even the men of the world will
fre&uemly concede to a bright servant
of God

Not one righteous person could be
found in all Sodom, outside the walls of
Lot’s home. Not one of his neighbours
believed his testimony. Not one of his
acquaintances honoured the Lord when
he worshipped. Not one of his servants
served his master's God. Not one of
“all the people from cvery quarter”
cared a jot for His opinion when he
tried to restrain their wickedness.
“ This one fellow came in to sojourn,”
said they, “and he will needs be a
judge.” (Gnn. xix. 9.) His life carried
no weight. His words were not listened
to. His religion drew none.

And truly I do not wonder. Asa
general rule, lingering souls do no good
to the world, and. hring no credit to
God's cause. Their salt has too little
savour to season the corruption around
them. They are not epistles of Christ,
that can be known and read of all. (2
Cor. iii. 2.) There is nothing magnetic,
and attractive, and Christ-reflecting
about their ways. Remember this.

Mark another thing. Lot helped no re-
lation towards heaven.

We are not told how large his family
was. But this we know,—he had a
wife and two daughters at least, in the
day he was called out of Sodom, if he
had not more children besides,

But whether Lot’s fawily was large
or small, one thing, I think, 18 perfectly
clear—there was not one among them
all that feared God.

When he “ went out and speke to
his sone-in-law, which married his daugh-
ters,” and warned them to flee from the
coming judginents, we are told, “he
seemed to them as one that mocked.”
(Gen. xix. 14.) What fearful words
those are! It was as good assaying,
“ Who cares for auything you say?”
80 long as the world stands, those words
will be a painful proof of the contempt
with which a lingerer in religion is re-
garded. .

And what was Lot's wife? She left
the oity in his company, but she did not

far. She had not faith to see the
need ot such a speedy flight. She left
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her heart in Sodom when she began to
flee. She looked back from be-
hind her husband, in spite of the
plainest command not to do so. (Gen.
xix. 17.) and was at once turned into a
pillar of salt.

And what were Lot’s two danghters ?
They escaped indeed,—but only to do
the devil’s work. They became their
father’s tempters to wickedness, and led
him to commit the foulest of sins.

In short, Lot stood alone in his
family. He was not made the means
of keeping one soul back from the gates
of hell.

And T do not wonder. Lingering
souls are seen through by their own
families, and when seen through, despis-
ed. Their nearest relations understand
inconsistency, if they understand noth-
ing else in religion. They draw the
sad, but not unnatural, conclusion,
¢« Surely it he belirved all he professes
to believe, he would. not go on as he
does.” Lingering parents seldom have
godly children. The eye of the child
drinks in far more than the ear. A
child will always observe what you do
much more than what you say. Re-
mewmber this.

Mark a third thing. Lot left no
evidences behind him when ke died.

We know but little about Lot after
his flight from Sodom, and all that we
do know is unsatisfactory. His plead-
ing for Zoar, because it was a little one,
—-his departure trom Zoar afterwards,—
and his conduct in the cave,—all, all
tell the same story. Allshow the weak-
ness of the grace that was in him, and
the low state ot soul into which he had
fallen.

We know not how long ke lived after
his escape. We know not where he
died, or when he died,—whether he saw
Abraham again,—what was the manner
of his death.—what be said, or what he
thought. All these are hidden things.
We are told of the last moments of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph,—but
not one word about Lot. Oh! what a
gloomy death-bed the death-bed of Lot
must have been !

The Scripture appears to draw a veil
around hitn on purpose. There is a
painful silence about his latter end. He
seems to go out like an expiring lamp,
and leave an ill savour behind him.
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And had we not been specially told in
the New Testament that Lot was * just”
and “righteous,” I verily believe we
should have doubted whether Lot was a
saved soul at all.

LxBut I (::sl not wondtlelr at his s'a.d end.
ingeri ievers will generally rea|
ac::‘g:li:g as they havegsown. Theig
lingering often mects then when their
spirit is in departing. They bave little
peace at the last. They reach heaven,
to be sure, but they reach it in Jarkuness
and storm. They are saved, but saved

80 as by fire.

er, consider these three things 1
have just mentioned. Do not misunder-
stand my meaning. It is amazing to
observe how readily people catch at the
least excuse for misunderstanding the
things that concern their souls!

Igz not tell you that behevere who
do not linger will, as a matter of course,
be instruments of uscfulness to the
world. Noah preached one hundred and
twenty years, aud none believed him.
The Lord Jesus was not esteemed by
His own people, the Jews.

Nor yet do [ tell you that believers
who do not linger, will, as a matter of
course, be the means of converting their
farmlies and relations. David's children
were, many of them, ungodly. The
Lord Jesus was not believed on even by
his own brethren.

But I do say it is almost impossible
not to see a connection between Lot’s
evil choice and Let’s lingering ;—and
between Lot’s lingering and bis unpro-
fitableness to his family and the world.
1 believe the Spirit meant us to see it.
I believe the Spirit meant to inake it a
beacon to all protessing Christians. And
1 am sure the lessons 1 have tried to
draw from the whole history, deserve
serious reflection.

Let me speak a few parting words to
all who read this paper, and espécially
to all who call themselves believers in
Christ.

I have no wish to make your hearts
sad. Ido not want to give you aligloomy
view of the Christian courre. My only
object is to give you friendly warmngs.
I desire your peace and comfort. I
would fain see you happy, as well as
safe,—and joyful, as well as justified. I
speak as I have done for your ﬁ(;od.

You live in days when a lingering,
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Lot-like religion abounds. The stream
of profession is far broader than it once
was, but far less deep in many places.
A cer.ain kind of Christianity 18 almost
fashionable now. To beluong to some

arty in the church, and show a zeal for
its interests,—to talk about the leading
controversies of the day,—:o buy popua-
lar religious books as fast as they coms
out, and lay them on your table,—to
attend meetings,—subscribe to societies,
—and discuss the merits of preachers,—
all these are now comparatively easy
;Ind conml:on attainments. | They no
onger make a person singular. 54
require little m;')e no sacrifice. They
entail no croes.

But to walk closely with God,—to be
really spiritually-minded. —to behave
like strangers and pilarims,—to be dis-
tinct from the world in .employment of
time, in conversation, in amusements, in
dress,—to bear a faithful witness for
Christ in all places,—to leave a savour
of our Master in every society, to be
pmyerful,humble,unselﬁsh.meek,—-tobe
Jealously afraid of sin, and tremblingly
alive to our danger from the world,—
these,these are still rare things. They are
not common among those who are called
true Christians, and worst of all, the ab~
sence of them is not felt and bewailed
a8 it should be.

Reader, I give you good counsel this
day. Do not turn from it. Do not be

y with me for plain speaking. I
bid you give diligence to make your
calling and election sure. I bid you not
to be slothful,—not to be careless,—not
to be content with a small measure of
grace,—not to be satisfied with being a
little better than the world. I solemenly
warn you not to attempt doing what
never can be done,—1 mean, to serve
Christ, and yet keep in with the world.
I call upon you, and beseech you, I
charge you, and exhort you.—by all
your hopes of heaven, and desires of
glory,—do not be a lingering soul.

Would you know what the times de-
mand ?—the shaking of nations,—the
uprooting of ancient things,—the over-
turning of kingdoms,—the stir and rest~
lessness of men’s minds 7 They all say,
—Christian ! do not tinger !

Would you be found ready tor Christ
at His second appearing,—your loms
girded,—your lamp burning, yourself
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bold and prepared to meet Him? Then
do not linger !

‘Would you enjoy much sensible com-
fort in your religion—feel the witness
of the Spirit within you,~know in whom
you have believed,—and pot be a gloomy
and melancholy Chbristian? Then do
net linger !

Would you enjoy strong assurance of
your own salvation, in the day of sick-
ness, and on the bed of death 7—Would
you see with the eye of faith heaven

ning, and Jesus rising to receive you?

hen do not linger !

Would you leave great broad evi-
dences behind you when you are gone ?
—Would you like us to ?ay you in the

grave with comfortable hope, and talk
of your state after death without a doubt?
Then do not linger !

‘Would you be useful to the world in
your day and generation ?—Would you
draw men from sin to Christ, and make
your Master’s cause beautiful in their

.eyes? Then donot linger!

Would you help your children and
relations towards heaven, and make
them say, *“ We will go with you?"—
and not nake them infidels and despisers
of all religion 2 Then do not linger !

Would you have 2 great crown in the
day of Christ’s appearing, and not be
the least and smallest star in glory, and
not find yourself the last and lowest in the
kingdom of God? Then dot not linger!

h! let none of us linger. T?;)re
does not,—death does not,—judgment
does not,—the devil does not,—the world
does not. Neither let the children of
God linger.

Reader, are you a lingerer? Has
your heart felt heavy, and your con-
ecience sore, while you have been read-
ing these pages? Does something with-
in you whisper, “I am the man??”
Reader, listen to what I am saying,—
how is it with your soul ?

If you are a lingerer, you must just
go to Christ at once and be cured,—you
must use the old remedy. You must
bathe in the old fountain. You must
turn again to Christ and be healed. The
way to do a thing is to do it. Do this
&t once.

Think not for a moment your case 18
Eat recovery. ‘Think not because you

ave been long living in a dry and
heavy state of soul, that there is no hope
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of revival. Isnot the Lord Jesus Christ
an appointed Physician for the soul ?
Did He not cure every form of disease ?
Did not He cast out every kind of devil ?
Did He not raise poor backsliding Peter,
and put a new song in his mouth.? Oh!
doubt not, but earnestly believe that He
will yet revive llis work within you.
Only turn from lingering, and confess
your folly, and cuine,—come at once to
Christ. Blessed are the words of the
propbet, * Only acknowledge thine ini-

uity.—* Return, ye backsliding chil-

ren, and I will heal your backsliding.”
(Jerem. iii. 13, 22.)

Reader, remember the souls of others,
as well as your own. If at any time you
sea any brother or sister lingering, try to
awaken them,—try to arouse them,—try
to stir them up. Let ue all exhort one
another as we have opportunity. Let
us provoke unto love and good works.
Let u3 not beafraid to say to each other,
“ Brother, or sister, have you forgotten
Lot? Awake! and remember f:t;—-
Awake, and linger no more.”

ot
Hetos of the Chureh.

Missionaries.

The Rev. Mr. McNaughton, who was
in St. Andrew's, New Brunswick, and
who preached in Greenock Church there
last winter, is likely to receive a call.
Wae sincerely hope and trust that it may
be accepted, and Mr. McNaughton
take up the post so sadly rendered
vacant {:y the death of our late lament-
ed Synod Clerk, the Rev. Peter Keay.
We also hear of another possible accession
to our ranks, in the person of a College
friend of the Convener of the Home
Mission Board. The clergyman in
question is the Rev. Mr. Robertson,
whom, tromn all accounts, we wounld
gladly hail as a fellow-labourer in our
Synod bounds.

WEe understand, further, that the
minister of Musquodoboit—the Rev,
David Neish—is also in communication
with some one of his College friends
with a view to inducing bim to give the
colonial field a trial. We smcerely
hope that he may be successful. 1t the
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people would back up the ministers by
giving large salavies, we have no doubt
that ministers could be got from Scot-
land to fill our vacancics. There is no
use in mincing matters. There must be
an advance all round to correspond with
the advance of late in the price of liv-
ing, otherwise young men will continue
to choose other profussions rather than
the Clerical. here is no vow of
poverty imposed by the Protestant
Church, and we seeno reason why a Min-
ister of the Church of Scotland should
have to live in poverty so that his con-
gregation may keep to the old figures.

'en years ago, £150 sterling was
equal to nearly twice that sum to-
day, and yet there is little or no ad-
vance. Let our vacancies especiall
put their shoulders to the work, an
with good salaries there will be more
men, and good ones too, to be found.
We are thankful to hear of the prosneet
of reinforcement, and to those ministers
who are interesting themselves with
their frieads; and if one vacancies are to
diminish, and new fields be opened
up. the Church maust do her work with
11 880 3able fairness.

Tag Rev. J. McKichan, of Kinloch-
michart, Scotland, a Gaelic preacher,
has been appointed by the Col. Com. as
Mimionary to our Syned with special
reference to Nova Scotia.

Letters from the Foreign Mission
fleld from the pens of the Rev. John
Goodwill and Mrs. Goodwill have come
to hand ; but, being too late for publica-
tion in the present Record, we reserve
them for the next. We have heard
nothing from Rev. Mr. Robertson.

Nova Bootia.

The congregation of St. Andrew's,
New Glasgow, have finally resolved up-
on the introduction of an Organ into
the public worship of trat ¢k .ch and
congregation. We understand that it
i8 to be a very handsome one.

Ix the Record for April we noticed
the resignation of Miss Mitchell in the
Sunday Behool of St. Andrew’s, Halifax,
and the presentation, by her class, of a
small token of esteem. In connection
with_the same resignation, a very inter-
esting incident followed the close of the
Prayer Meeting on Friday evening,
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May 22. The Superintenlent and
Teachers presented her with a very
kind address, accompanied by a hand-
some piece of Jewelry. It was of
Nova Scotia gold, and manufactured by
Mr. Franz Boman, of Halifax, an ad-
herent of the congregation,

ForrLy Mou~nrtaiN.—Our Missionary
Catechist writes very encouragingly of
the good work being done in his several

reaching stations and other localities,
ully justifying the wi: lom of those who
were instrumental in securing his ser-
vices. He says, in a private letter to a
friend: * 1 came here on Saturday.
We circulated word as miuch as possible
that there would be service in the
Church, Sabbath afterncon. The at-
tendance exceeded my expeciations.
Last Thursday night we held a Prayer
Meeting in the Church, which gave
great satisfaction.  Yesterday (Sunday)
1 addressed the people in the morning;
the Church was quite full. Inthe even-
in% we held Divine Service about three.
miles from this place; the building was
crowded. The people seem so attentive
that it does one good to speak to them.
1 started the Sunday School, assisted by
the Elders. I visited quite a number
of families ; yesterday, some from each
of these families were at Church. If
I were to be here long, I would start a
Bible Class. 'This week I purpose
visiting those families whose visitation
I was unable to overtake last weck.”

New Bruanawick.

Dargousie Vacant. — The Rev.
James Murray has resigned his Charge
in this important congregation. Daring
nearly nine yeas, he has ministered
with zeal and great success to Dathousie
Congregation in spiritual thinge When
Mr. ﬂzmy's meditated resignacdon be-
came known, the congregation earnestly
requested him to reconsider his action;
but the result was not a change in his
meditated action. Constant in bhis
gulpit ministrations, and faithful in all

is duties, he leaves an influence behind
him for good that will continue to be
felt for many a day. We hope that
some correspundent from Dalbousie will
give us, for next Record, more of the
articulars of the resignation than we
ave been able o give.
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8t. SteepHEN’s, St. JomN.— We
learn, by private letter, that a harmoni-
ous settlement has been effected.  Left
vacant by the father and founder of the
resuscitated coungregation of Old 8t
Stephen’s, which had completely cols
lapsed, leaving nothing but the name, it
practically only remained so for a few
days; for no sooner had it been perfect-
ly understood that Mr. Caie's rengna-
tion would assuredly take place, than
the congregation, with laudable promnpt-
ness, set to work to procure a successor.
After mature deliberation, they called
the Rev. Mr. McRae of St. Columba
Church, W. B. & E. B, Pictou. A
bester selection could not have been
made; and may even greater success
attend hiin, than attended his prede~
cessor.

On the eve of his departure, Mr.
Caie received a very nffectionate part-
ing address, accomranied by a purse
containing $800 in cash. It will be res
membered that, on n:any previous oceca-
sions, money and otker donations have
been large{y given. And further, it
must be noted that the Sunday Scuool
on this occason gave a donation of $40,
and the Bible Class $26. These facts
speak volumes for the good feeling
with which minister and people part.

Newfoundland.

We regret to state that St. Andrew’s
Church, St. John’s, is agsin on the list
of vacancies. But from what we know
of it, we firmly believe and trust that it
will not long remain so. There are
missionaries to be in the field soon, and
we trust that irstant action will be
taken to se.ure ome of them for this
very important congregation. It will
he aeep, in the Minutes of Halifax
Presbytery, page 151 that Mr. Robertson
has been sent for a month to the char
of the congregation, in the hope that he
may be retained in charge for life.

e sttt

¢« Ontario and Quebec.

The Rev. Donald Ross of Dandee ine
troduced an overture into the Presby-
tery of Montreal for the restoration of
the order of Deacons in the Church. The
~verture was transmitted to Synod.——

3 Presbytery is alive to its work in
the mercantile metropolis of the Dowmin-
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ion. The Rev. Wm. M. Black, of St.
Mark's, gets his Presbyterian in Rome,
and reads his friends’ letters on Mount
Zion. Much good may both do him.—
It seems that the minister of St. Gabriel’s
had a * flittin” on the tirst of May—the
new house was turnished by the ladies
of the congregation, “in the quetest
manner possible.” Mount Forest a purse
of money ; St. Andrew’s, Belville, more
money, gown and bands.—Such are the
items we sce in the Preshylerian We
were told once upon a tune that the
Canadas were bankrupt. If so, there
should be no presentations to winisters.

Torouto Presbytery is vigorous—mis-
sion work prosecuted—routine work
not neglected.

The Rev. Fred. Home, formerly of
Bathurst, has been inducted to St. Ane
drew’s Church, Buckinghai on the 12th
ult. The stipend is to be paid quarter-
ly in advance, as all stipends ought. It
just coses to this :—shall shopiee{:ere

ave to advance the minister’s housebold
supplies (on credit) till the quarterly
term comes round ? or shall congrega-
tions advance stipends? We say de-
cidedly the latter, on the two grounds of
honor and fairness.

Bcotland.

The Rev. James Barclay has been
presented by the Duke of Buecleugh to
the Parish of Canonbie. St. Michael’s,
Dumfries, is therefore to be a vacancy,
The transference of the Rev. John
Cameron to Dunoon, left the Low-
land charge of Campbelton vacant; the
vacancy has been supplied by the ap-
pointment and induction of the Rev.
George Strang. The Rev. Geo. Alpine
has been appointed and inducted to the
Parish of Coats. The Rev. Thomas
Soramerville's removal to the Collage
Parish of Glasgow, left St. David's,
Kirkintilloch, vacant. The Rev. R
Graham has been elected as ministar of
the Charge.

Tae Rev. Dr. Paton of 8t. David’s,
Glasgow, has celebrated his jubilee in
the ministry. His friends and admivers
entertained bim at a public dinner, and
complimented him highly upon his past
life, both as a citizen and a clergyman.
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TaE Rev. Mr. Barclay of St. George's,
Glasgow, has received a call from the
Tyon Church, Edinburgh, to become
the muuister of that highly important
Church and Congregation.  While
in Glasgow, Mr. Barclay did good work,
and now a noble field is before him in
the Tron Church of Edinburgh.

THE law of Patronage is likely to be
before the minds of some of the people
of Scotland during summer again. A
few men such as Drs. Charteris, Pirie
and Phin, are enthusiastic for its abolis
tion ; but whether the peaple of Scot-
land are or not is another question.
Popalar election is not evidence that
the Church possessing it is in a state
of perfection. Some Churches have
refused to purchase their own Patron-

and thus secure popular election;
again, through having popular
election, have been split up into factions
and rent asunder by parties seeking the
election of rival candidates ; and others
sgain have ended after months and
even years of violent contest—have gone,
tired of war and popular clection both,
back to the Patron, and have accepted
thaokfolly his nomination. However,
it seems to be the general opinion, out-
side the Chaurch, chat its total abolition
would y strengthen the Church.
For example, the “Congregational Union
of Sco "—a sort of Synod or
Assembly of the Independents—eame to
the following deliverance on the sob-
ject:—% That, whereas a movement
was now being promoted to abolish
in the Church of Scotland,
the expresses its strong con-
vietion that the only effective remedy
for exiuin&eevils 15 disestablishment,
and urges the importance of strenuously
opposing all measures tending to
hea the existing Establishments;
and the conference instruct the commit-
tee to watch the movements and take
such steps as may seem advisable for
the promotion of general disestablish-
ment; and further, appoints the Rev.
D. Jackson, Hamilton, as its delegate to
the amhin triennial conference of
the Li ion

iety.”

CanpipaTes FOR Licenck—Con-
sidering all that has been said about the
scarcity of Divinity students, it is grati-
fying to state that from those who bave
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just emanated from the Halls of the
several Universities there are 41 candi-
date for Licence. Edinburgh sends out
9; St. Andrews, 11; Glasgow, 8; Aber-
deen, 13. Nearly one-half of the students
are graduates in Arts.

TaE Rev. Dr. Waicon, Dundee, bas
been promised two grants from the Baird
Fund of £1,000 each, towards the erece
tion of district churches, planned in con-
nection with the Dundee Established
Church Extension Scheme. The first
£1,000 will be allocated to St.Matthew’s,
which is about to be erected on the
Glebe at the Ferry Road, and the second
£1,000 to the new church at Cleping-
ton.

Dr. ToLLocH sailed for the old coun-
try on the 27th ultimo, and is due in
the pulpit of Crathie Church on the 14th
instant, when he is expected to preach
before Her Majesty the Queen.

Tar Established Church Presbytery
of Greenock has received into its fellow-
ship the Rev. William Williamson,
formerly in connection with the United
Presbyterian Church ; and the Presby-
tery of Dundee has agreed to transmit
to the Assembly its recommendation in
favour of the admission of the Rev. Mr.
Knight and his con tion within the
folds of the Establichment. The Pres-
bytery of Paisley has discussed the
Baird Trust, and, on the motion of Dr.
Lees—who considers that “ payment by
results ” is the great principle of the
trust deed, threatening the spiritual in-
dependence of the Church and the
powers of its Courts—has resolved to
overture the Assembly to apply for a
modification of the conditions specified
in the deed. The Reformed Presbyter-
ian Synod has once more de the
Union question, and has resolved to
acknowledge the Mutual Eligibility
Act, and to continue “ its negotiating
and expectant attitude ”’ as to ultimate
union with the Frce or U. P. Church,
or with both. In the Free Chuxch
Presbytery of Glasgow, the Rev. Evan
Gordon took occasion to repeat his ob-
Jjection to “the introduction of instru-
meatal music and other objectionable
material” into the service of the Church,
and to express his that those of
his brethren who had taken partin the
revival movement had not uttered their
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t against these innovations. The

v. Joseph Corbett, formerly of Man-

chester, has been inducted to the pastor-

ate of the Camphill U. P. congregation,
Queen’s Park.

Avustralia.

Tne Late Dr. Mexziees oF Mgl
B80oURNE.~—Meibourne has suffered a
heavy loss in the early and unexpected
death of its most brilliant preacher.
Peter was the fourth son of the Rev. Dr.
Menzies, parish minister of Maybole, in
Ayrshire. Born in 1839, he was licens-
ed in 1862, after a college career ot hi
distinction. 2nd remarkable for not only
the unusual width of his reading, but
his power of continuous stndy. Two
{,ear‘s wministry in the High Church,

aisley, were followed by three years
in St. George's-in-the-Fields, Glasgow,
& parish remarkable for its successful
pastors; but in 1868, urged by Professor
Charteris, he accepted the Scots Church
at Melbourne. There his powers and
E)pularity were rapidly developed.

uoyant and bright, be was also a
steady schular, thonghtful and profound-
ly earnest. His congregation became
not only crowded, but crowded with
men of mark, and proceeded to erect a
new building at a cost of £30,000.
Before it could be occupied bis health
gave way ; he was obliged to resign his

and he was induced to accept
the eaty post of president of a ladies’
college inthe hope that his servicesspared
would be thus to the colony. But the dis-
ease was too deeply rooted. He had injur-
edhis constitution by overwork, preaching
often three times a day, “ as much in
Victoria as three times three in Scot-
land ;” advocating the ~auses he loved
in n pers and magazines, and justi-
fying himself by the need of directing
the busy, cager, unsettled life about him,
and laying the foundations while there
was tme. The universal regret pro-
duced by the resignation of his charge,
was still at its height when, on the 28rd
of February, it was intensified by bis
sudden death. Thus, at the etrly:g:
of thirty-four, the Chureh and
colnny have lost one whose career was
of ibe most singular promise, and whose
gewerous catholicity endeared him to
€very communion.
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The deceased was brother of Mr. W.
C. Menzies, Banker, Halifax, a most
efficient Elder of St. Matthew’s Church,
and a gentleman whose extraordinn.rﬁ
purts render him a valuable aid in al
the work of the Church. By his “abound-
ing in good works” his name is well and
worthily known throughoat the charch.

o o o
Intelligence.

THE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN
GexeRAL AsseMBLY.—The General
Assenmbly of the Presbyterian Church
convened on Thursday, May 21st, in St.
Louis. The moderator, Rev. Howard
Crosby, delivered an opening sermon
which was purely Scriptural in its bear-
ing. Nearly all the members are pres-
ent, numbering between five and six
hundred from all parts of the United
States, and including many of the most
distinguished divines.

The two great subjects which thus far
have engrossed the attention of the As-
sembly are the report of the committee
on the Consolidation of the Boards of the
Church, with a view to greater efficiency
and economy, and a more thorough cen-
tralization of force, and the establish-
ment of a homogeneous and harmonivus
system, involving the comlensatiom of
labour, the reduction of incidental es-

and the avoidance of waste by
ndirect or conflicting nethods of action.
The report which recommends these
cbanges has been ably discussed and is
still under discussion, but the points it
involves are rather of local than of gene-
ral interest, relating manly to matters
of detail. The other matter of vital im-
portance which has been before the
Assembly is the proposal to unite with
the Cumberland Preshyterian Church.
The pegotiations which have been going
on between the committees of the re-
spective bodies are likely to result in an
organic union, as there 18 no real differ-
ence in the doctrines held by them. It
is to be boped that such a union will be
consummated. The election of a Moder-
ator, resulted in the choice of Prof
Samuel J. Wilson, of the Western Theo-
ical Seminary, a representative of the
former Qld School “ branch.® He is &
pative of Pennsylvania, and is 45 yean
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of age. He is now professor of Church
History in the Western Tueological
Sewinary, and is accounted an able inan.
He is also pastor of the Siath Church at
Pittsburg, where he began 14 years ago
with but 37 members, and Las now 450.
He is not only an excellent preacher but
has achicved quite a literary reputation,
through his tercentenary oratiou on John
Knox, delievered in Philadelphia in
1872,

WEg learn with much pleasure that
our friend, the Rev. J. R. ‘L'hompson,
is doing a noble work in Olympia,
Washington Territory. Like all West-
ern Cities, Olympi: 1s lurgely frequents
ed by fortune-hunters. ‘Lhey are, as a
general rule, infidel, either by practice
or profession, or beth. Mr. Thompson
comes into face-to-face coutact with
them. He is at present engaged in
delivering a course of lectures on the
specially-assailed doctiines ot Christiane
ity, and we are glad to sce, by papers
sent us, that his words are having their
effect. From his dialectic power and
skill, as well as by the numbers who
flock to hear him, we arc persuaded
that much good is being dune. Mr.
Thompson is for the current year Mod-
erator of the Presbytery of Oregon and
Washington. It is a large and nnport-
ant Presbytery, as we see frcm the
following statistics. It contains—Minis-
ters, 21; licentiates, 2; churches, 23;
membership, white 670, indian 525;
tunds collected. aud for all purposes
(within the Presbytery), $19,577.

RerForum AT THE Tanre.—Madame
Loyson, wife of Pere Hyacinthe, writes
to the New York Herald. on the subject
of temperance, offering her counsel and
encouragement to the women engaged
in the Temperance Crusade. ln the
course of her letter she says: —

“ The great Amcrican wmalady is the
malady of the stomach. Couscienuouspeo-
ple becume dyspeptics ; non-conscientious
people become drinkers.  Bear in mind
this fact, that the appetite for driok is
not necessanly made by drinking, but in
nine cases out of ten is created and cul-
tivated at your tables—in your children
—by the use of coflec, tea, pepper,

ickles, mustard, spices, too much salt,

t bread and pastry, rav weat and
grease, and, above all, by the use of
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tobacco. The cry of a depraved appe-
tits, an inflamed stomach, 13 always for
something stronger. ‘I'he use of sour
milk, and salad, prepared with good oil,
should be cultivated. In short, reform
your ables it you would reform your
drunkards and save your sons.”

=Pl
Notices of Bocks.

 The Mysteries of Christianity ” and
“ The Inspiration of Holy Scriptures,”
the former by Protessor Crawford of
Edinburgh, arl the latter by Dr.
Jamieson of St. Pauls, Glasgow, are
two books which, from the reputation of
the respective authors, we feel confident
are well worth looking atter. They are
published by Blackwuud & Sons, Edin-
burgh.

W take the following from Tke Church
of Scotland Home and Foreign Mission-
ary Record, as it is of interest to our
readers. Adherents of the Church de-
siring to secure this very important
Beok, can do so by consulting tkeir
respective ministers :—

Preparing for publication. Minutes of
the Sessions of the Westminster As-
sembly of Divines, from 15th Novem-
ber 1644 to 18th April 1548.

Since the publication of Light-
foot’s *Journal, and Gillespie’s ¢ Notes
of the Proceedings ot the \Westminster
Assembly,’ full and trustworthy accounts
of its debates on Church governnent
and worship have been gencrally access
sible. But neither from the journals of
private members, nor trom the books of
the scribes of the Asscmbly, bas auy
detailed account as yct been given to
the public of the subsequent proceedings
of the Assembly, whilc engaged in draw-
ing up its Confession and Catechisms.
To supply this desideratum the Mewrs.
Blackwood have, at the request of a
Committee of the General Assembly ot
the Church of Scotland, undertaken to
publish the above-named Minutes from
the careful transcripts made for the
Committee of thos: uriginals, which are
still preserved in Dr. William’s library
in London, and are bclieved to be
almost entirely in the bandwriting of
Adoniram Byfield, one of the scribes of
the Assembly. The volume will take
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up the history of the Assembly’s pro-
ceedings alinost at the point where
Lightfoot’s *dJournal’ breaks off, and
carry it down to the time after the last
of the Scotch Commissioners had loft,
when, by the completion of the Cate-
chisms with proofs, the proper work of
the Assembly may be said to have been
finished. Besides the disoussions con-
nected with the formation of a practical
Directory of Church Government, the
volume will contain the whole proceed-
ings of the Assembly bearing on the
formation of the CONFEB810N OF FarrTa
and the CATECHISMS, LARGER and
SHORTER. It will include, so far as
they are preserved in the scribe’s book,
notes of the speeches and discussions ON
Evkcrion, the EXTENT oF REDEMP-
TION, the NATURE OF JUSTIFICATION,
the GRACE oF Gop 1N Baprisw, as
well as on the famous proposition that
“THE Lorp Jesus, as Kixg AXD
Hesap oF His €HURCH, HATH THERE-
IN APPOINTED A GOVERNMENT IN THE
HAND oF CHURCH OFFICERS DISTINCT
FROM THE CiviL MAGISTRATE.” The
Minutes will be accompanied by a His-
torical Introduction, lllustrative Notes,
and an Index prepared by Professor
Mitchell of St. Andrews, and the Rev. Dr.
Struthers, Prestonpans.

The work is now so far advanced at
press that it mav be expected to be
completed immediately. It will form 2
demy octavo volume of about 600 pages
—price to Subscribers, 9s.  The impres
sion is limited, and it is expected
the greater part of it will be taken by
Subscribers.

-
Poctrp,

The Moneyless Man

Is there no secret place on the face of the
earth

Where charity dwelleth, where virtue hath birth?

Where bosams in mercy and kindness will heave,

And the poor and the wretched shall ask and re-
ceive?

Is there no place on earth where a knock from
the poor

Will bring » kind angel to open the door ?

And search the wide world, wherever you can,

1here is BO open door for the moneyiess man |
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To look in yon hall where the chandlier’s light

Drives off with its splendor the daikness of night;

Where the rich Langing velvet, in shadowy fold,

Bweeps gracefully down with its trimmings of
gold ;

And the mirrors of silver take up and renew,

In long lighted vistis, the 'wildering view ;

Go there in your patches and find, if you can,

A welcoming smile for a moneyless man !

Go look in your church of the cioud-reaching spire
Which gives back to the sun his same look of red
fire ;
Where the arch

within,
And the walls seem as pure 23 a soul without sin ;
Go down the long aisle,—see the rich and the

and

are

great,
In the pump and the pride of their worldly estate,
Walk down in your putches and find, f you can,
Who opeus a pew tu a nwneyless man !

Go look to yon judge in dark flowing gown,

With the scales wherein law weigheth equity
down ;

Wkare he frowns on the weak, and smiles on the
strong,

And punishes right, while he justifies wrong ;

Where jurors their lips on the Bible have laid,

To render a verdict they've already mmde ;

Go there in the court-rcom and find if you can,

Any law for the cause of & moneyless man !

Go look in the banks, where Mammon has told

His hundreds and thousands of silver and gold,

Where, safe frum the hands of the starving and
poor,

Lies pile upon pile of the glittering ore,—

Walk up to the counter,~ah, there you may stay

Till your limbe grow old, and your hair tum
gray,—

And you'll find at the bank not one of the clan

With money tu lend to a moneyless man !

Then go to your hovel,—no raven bas fed

The wife who has suffered o long for ber bread,—

Kneel down by her pallet, and kiss the death-froet

From the lips of the angel your poverty lost,--

Then turn in your agony upward to God,

And bdless, while it smites you, the chastening rod,

And you'il find, at the end of your life's little span,

Thaere's a welvcome above for the moneyless man !
Hrszy Sraxros.

G OPC
Service for God Rewarded.

There arc many things we can do for
God. We can publicly declare we are
on His side, and show that we arein all
appropriate ways. We can commend
and disseminate His truth, sepport His
worship, minister to the wants of His
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needy friends, lead sinners from the
error of their ways to Him, reclaim the
vicious, syd advance the interests of
His kingdon ; and iff we do so He will
surely recompense us. e will not let us
serve Him for naught ; for is it not writ-
ten, “ God is not unrizhteous to forget
your work and labor uf love ? and who-
soever shall give to drink unto one of
these little ones a cup of cold water only
in the name of a dis iple, veril{ 1 say
unto you, he shall in no way lose his
reward.” Yes, and we may be sure
that if He employs us, if we are faithful
workers together with Him, He will
liberally remunerate ns. He will give
us the pleasure of an approving con-
science, will make His<ervice delightful
to us, will give us a pood name, make us
esteemed by the wise and worthy, will
cause the blessing of them that were
ready to perish, to come upon us, and
give us at last the plau.tit, * Well done,

and faithful servant, enter into the
Joy of thy Lord.” * \Vherefore, be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, .lways abounding
in the work of the Lo:d, forasmuch as
ye know your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.

NOTICES AND ACKNOWLERDG-
MENTS.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE HOME
MISSION BoARD.

This meeting will be hcld in the basement
of St. Matthew's Church Halifax, on Tues~
d&{ morning, June 3Uth. at 10 o’clock. A
full meeting is requested, a3 the report for the

ear will be considered, .-id the supplements
or the current balf year v.ted? Every Coa-
gregation requiring suj piements must have
1ts applications forwarde:i. with the approval
of the Presbytery within whose bounds it is,
to the Convener before ti- annual meeting.

All local [reasurefs o Presbytery Home
Missions and Lay Associutions are requested
to send in to the Convene: an abstract of their
accounts for the past Synodical year, made
to June 15th; Presbytery ¢ lerks are request
to send in ab:nen:tdof Wh:!t:eh” been done
within their arin be-
fore the 96(h of June. b B T

RoBErT J. CAMEmON.
Cunrener of H. M. B.

ANNUAL COLLECTION FOR SYROD'S
HOME MI>SION.

Attention has been calicd to the injunction

of Synod that this collection should be made

by every congregation wi.lun its jerisdiction.

THE MONTHLY RECORD.

It isto be hoped that none will neglect it
For the convenience of those who have made
the collection and cinnot remit it to the
Treasurer before the 15th inst., when the
financial year ends. but who wish it to be
acknowledged in the Annual Report, the
Revd. Geo. M. Grant has kindly agreed, iof
the minister of any congregation should
write to him stating the amount collected for
this Mission, to pav it to the Treasurer on his
behalf, and ve it from him at the meeting
of Synod.
Roserr J. CAXERON.
Cunvener of H. M. B.

—t—

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

Collection at Musquodoboit :=~

South School House. ..
ttle River
Antrim. ......

.o

. Ciresseness 200 800
Tabusintac and Burnt Chureh. ...... 9.09
8t. John's Church, Beifast, P.E. I,.. 15691
Richmond... .. . . 13

North West Arm
Goodwood

e

[

Halifax, N. S., 3rd June, 1874.
Jas. J. BREunER, Treas.

SYNOD'S HOME MISSION.
Collection at St. John’s Charch, Bel-
fast, P.E. I...........
from Revd. Dr. Brooke, Freder-
icton, N. B, $15, and dona-
tion 83 ..... eee eoee
frem Tabasintac
L‘higrch. N. BRe

from Truro, per

Millau:

$23.13

ssssee

and Bumt

YOUNG MEN'S BURBARY FUND,

Collection—St. Paul's, T r Rev.
J. Mc!lillanaj rn.ro,pe ..... $13.

) W.C. M
Halifaz, 3rd June, 1874.
MINISTERS' WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' FUND.

Amoaunt already ncknowledgd. . .$3396.47
St Matthew's, Halifax, Mrs. William
Fairbanks............. eeee 40

$3436.47
W. C. Mxxnzixs, Treas.
Bakifee, 3rd June, 1874.
FAMILY OF REV. MR, KRAY.
Collection in St. Andrew's Church,
Pictot .o ciovneenrnnncnes. $T8.00

LAY ASSOCIATION.
‘cowagﬂ Miss Mchunes, Scotch
Ml ieee sivnccenoninsconne
“  Mis McLeod, Carriboo Island, 1.10
At w. n'

Picton, May, 1814,



