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SUUNDAY SCHOOL BAXNER,

A Sunday Schgbl Library

HOULD have the best books procurable. Our ltoc‘ is very large, and well assorted. Our
prices are very low, and the quality of the pks first-class,. Whether your order is
given in our store or per mail, it will receive our prompt and careful attention.

A GOOD OFFER

1f you are wishing new books, and cannot ggt to our showrooms, we will be pleased to
send double the quantity for your inspection, returgling what you do not require, we paying

freight one way. ¥
We are sure that it it will be to your mlval‘&ge to look over our stock. Our books are

carefully selected for Library purposes, and ig'aending out books, we are careful to send

nothing but what may be placed before Sunday School readers, both old and young.

Keep your library up-to-date, and you jill find that many more books will be read
than if a library is allowed to get old and staleg Freshen it up with the new works, and the
scholars will appreciate the effort. We are Bere to help you. Here is a new book that
should be in the Library as soon as possible : 3

L ; A Vivid Story of New  York’
Dwellers in Gotham &= ="

BY ANNAN DALE.
4

CLOTH, FOSTPAID, $1.25.

Rev. J. E. Lanceley writes—*‘I ieul thisbook ; Ireaditall. That means something ;
for I soon tire of a shallow story. It is & living picture of the dwellers in a large city. It
turns the tenement and the mansion bot} inside out, and deals free-handed with the great prob-
lems at which too many look askance. “Society in all its branches is portrayed by a mind
evdently not untutored in its wise nnd?oolish thought and deed. The story will interest all
classes because it deals with all clasgps—mother, father, master, servant, wealth, poverty,
self and myself, all have a faithful ingurnation in the characters portrayed.”

Prof. C, T. Winchester, of the Wesleyan University, M'ddletown, Conn., writes—
<1 have read the book. When I one struck into it I didn’t quit till 1 had finished it. And
1 didn’t want to. I assure you I did most heartily enjoy it. It is racy, sparkling, suggestive,
from cover to cover.” ]

ndus.‘

WE PAY POSTAGE

—

WILLIAM BRIGGS, |- Wesley Buildings, - TORONTO, ONT.

C W. COATES, MO?TREAL 8. F. HUESTIS, HALIFAX,

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S

SOO0THING SYRUP

Snanst ASTHMA =

Address : Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontarlo

bas been used for children while teething. 1 «oothes

ALM THE LEADING @ YOUNQG | the child, softens the gums, alinys a1l pain, cures wind

CANADIAN oulie, regilates the ston ach and bow:ls, ard i- the best
COLLEGE £ WOMEN remel) for disrrheea, Tw.nty-five conts & thitie, Seld

by all druggists throughout the world,

In ovcering aoods, or {n making tnguivy concerning anythin 1 advertised in this Magagine, you wil’ oblige the
Publisker, aswell as the advertiser, by stuting that Yyou suw the advertisemens in THE SUNDAY ScHOOU Br NvpR,
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p | (Hark,— through th long dead !)
L°s'.“__A_ Child. 1‘}.3‘: fittle child of ‘z}z:?'"ub?groonlng

- 3 | said,
Mf;;t—,'%:lhi,tﬁt:‘eﬂ“‘;l‘ivgga_;‘;‘* ot gl PR | 1 bind thee,—bind thee with this golden

plain | thread, o
" o ¥ v t
A child of Gdd ! If you should meet | And agg;l;s“ind and wind the ball tha
To-day" again | "
The poor, mArred face, the aimless feet. | The children home from all their wan

The clouded @ves that haunt your sleep | deringc.
at nigh i |
With a(‘i;rl'lzanm hi(zfz burned-out suns, a | Sabbath School Work.

Lost from their orbits: derelicts of time,
Dismantled, “drifting in the ways of
crime, =

Mr. D. Torrance Fraser, of Canada, has
called attention to the fact that the Goy-
| ernment census represents only fifty-one

t. of the Presbyterian school popu-
Turn, tur, thou brother of the poor, | Per cen
And tou¢h him with thine eyes, thy lation as attending Sdabbath-school. In

hand, 3§ other denominations, the ratio of attenu-

e ance is as high as eighty per cent. The

ray vglrc%l;!:afosg lt;):dsunken o | comment of Mr. Frasér may well cause

He knew lon; since, but knows no | Presbsterians in our dountry to look in-

moref- v h to the question whether the children of

The heaven of his infancy —may rise olllu' Smllal:)m?:s here' arg all gathered into
: M er's | the Sabbath-school,

Holdllge:n:hrined in calm his mother's The present is the! season for a sug-

The rnom.'the home, the garden, and the | 8éStion whether a large number of rural

gate, Sabbath-schools, whi¢h have been in the
From which he wandered far and long | habit of disbanding fn the autumn, may

| not wisely be kep open this winter,

and late. | True, the smaller children may be kept

H : at home by stress of weather, but the
‘;{g":g: ;Jtot:(l)l,:lgthl: {ggdslllmctlew older ones do not stay in the house,
Last night in dreams, its heavenly hue | '1eY 80 to the day schools, tley go to
Dulled with red rust, parties, they go hunting, Why should

bt the weather keep them away from Sab-
Butyt:lll(e the hand L~ cannot give, and bath-school all winter long ?—Christian
May lead him to the door of that dim | Observer.
room
Wherein his mother’s eyes light all the With the day the light, with the road
gloom, the strength to tread it.—Johnson,
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OUR PERIUDICALS.

The best, the cheapest, the most entertaining
the most popular. w"'»'
Subscription

2
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Christian Guardian, weekly
Methodist Magazine and Review, monthly .
Magazine and Review, and Guardian or W
Wagazine and Review, Guardian d Onw
The Wesleyan, Halifax, wu‘hl{ .
Sunday

8
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00l Banner, monthly
®uward, 8pp. 4to, weekly, under 5 copies
and upw

Teasant [ours, 4pp. 4to,
Less than 20 copies .....

Over 20 copies.. ..... & 50 LN TR A

Sunbeam, fortnightly, less than 10 copies .

10 copies and upwards .. .. py

Haj Days, fortnightly, less than 10 copies
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Berean Leaves, 100 copim‘c ¥ X
Serean Inlermediate Quarterly, 100 copies per "

o
@
<

QUAPLEP . .. ... ieuseenenioirsans santannnines 00
Quarterly Review Service. By the year,
adozen ; $ per 100, Per quarter, 6
dozen ; per 100......00 covnvenes 060

Tue Asove PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
Tokoxto. 8. F. Hursts,
Meth. Book Room,
Halifax, N.S.

C. W. Coares,
A76 St. Catherine St.,
Montreal, Que.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.

TORONT{, MARCH, 1899,
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Greek ;Madc Easy.*

There are twd ways of teaching Greek,
or, indeed, any fforeign language, One
way is to spendya long time learning the
sechnicalities off grammar, without mak-
ing any use ofsthem in reading—an in-
sufferably dry afd tedious method. The
other way is t§ begin to read at once,
and learn th grammar as one goes
along—just as fchildren learn grammar
as they learrr to speak. The old-

.

* The interlincar h'-r.nl translation of the Greek New
Testament, with thd, Authorized Version conveniently
presented in the mnm’m for ready reference, to which is
wdded & new Greek-Emglish Lexicon, supplemented by a
shapter elucidating uﬁ synonyms of the New Testament,
with & complete index go the synonyms. By George Ricker
Berry, Ph.D., of the @niversity of Chicago and Colgate
University, Departmefit of Semitic Languages, Editor
»f The Interlinear Hvl{vw»lﬁngl'uh Old Testament. New
York: MHinds & Noble. Toronto: William Briggs.
Square 8vo, pp. 807 Price, $4.00,

]
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fashioned way of teaching classics seems
to be to make them as difficult as pos-
sible. The Eton Grammar was all written
in Latin thronghout, and was as much
a bugbear to the boys as the text of
Caesar or Sallust. The book on logic
which we studied at 'Varsity was also
written in Latin, an absurd way of
teaching an Eng ish subject.

On the other hand, Greek, Latin, or
any other lagguage may be made of
fascinating interest by making it as
easy, instead of as difficult, as possible.
The present writer had a class of girls
reading Virgil with pleasure within
three months after beginning Latin. If
this rational method be employed, Sun-
day-school teachers and others who have
not the opportunity of a college training
can soon learn to read for themselves
the New Testament in the language in
which it was written. The importance
of this is shown from the fact that often
the same Greek word is translated in
the Revised Version by several English
omes, and several Greek words by the
same English one. 'The word “ master ”
is used as six different Greek words, or
bearing different shades of meaning.
“ judgment ” stands for eight different
Greek words. The article “ but " stands
for twelve different Greek words; “ by,”
eleven; “for,” eighteen; “in,” fifteen;
“of,” thirteen; and “on,” nine.

The Greek used in this version is
founded on the best editions. The text
is clear and well formed, not the diffi-
cult cursive Greek one often finds. Be-
neath each line is the literal translation,
with the order of the words numbered,
where it differs from that in the original.
In the margin is printed the Authorized
Version. An excellent lexicon is added,

with references to the use of the words .

in the Seriptures, also a valuable table
of New Testament synonyms.

The volume mentioned in the foot-
note makes the best apparatus for the
studv of Crepk without a master that
we know.

As an indication of what can be done
by persistent {effort, we may state that
one of the bupiest men we ever knew, a
commecial trave'ler, on the road almost
constantly, adgquired in a few years a
good wnrkln&l knowledge of Greek,
Hebrew, Frendh, and German by his own
persistent effogts.

The man who is trying to be religious
without giving'up his sins is still travel-
ling with his face toward the pit.
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Primary Department.  One Thing
at a Time.

BY MRS, 9, ¢

HAYWARD,

1 would like, if I might, to offer from
my own experience, a few helpful words
or suggestions to my fellow-workers in
the Primary Department, especially to
those who have just taken up the work.
Some one has said that Sabbath-school
teachers are character Luilders, and the
souls we influence bear the impress of
our example and teaching., If this be
true, then it seems to me that in no
department of Sabbath-school work do
we need consecrated love, wisdom and
patience more than in the primary room.
We have the most tender and delicate,
and at the same time most precious ma-

terial to work upon, the pure ‘" apressible |

hearts of little children. Surely ours is
a divine commission, and we seem to
hear coming down to us our Saviour's
loving command, ** Feed my lambs,”

Let everyone to 'vhom the Master has
entrusted the spiritual feeding of his
lJambs ask themselves the question,
“What am I feeding them, and how ?”
It is possible to give the right kind of
food, and yet give it in such a way that
it will be indigestible. We primary
teachers often make the mistake of pre-
senting too many thoughts at once. We
who are older se¢ so much in the lessons,
and our hear:s go out in a strong desire
to have the children see it too; but we
must ever remember that little feet take
short steps, and the wise teacher will
accommodate hep pace to theirs.

I have found in my own experience
that the better way is to select the cen-
tral truth of thq lesson, and then let all
the exercises of the hour bear upon that
point.  Even the little tots will remem-
ber one thought if thoroughly impressed,
but if too many thoughts are presented
at once, their {dess get confused and
they will remembler nothing clearly.
The thought that “ God is love” thor-
oughly impressed upon the child-mind
will do more for the spiritual develop-
ment of that child than if we should
present to it whole pages of Jewish his-
tory.

Bible history is grand and good for
those who are old enough to understand
it, but little minds need something
which they can grasp and retain. We

often hear the remark that the Interna-

tional Lessons are too hard for the
primary scholars. So they would be
many times if we expected the children
to view them from our standpoint. As
well might a mother expect her babe to
thrive and grow physi-ally strong on the
same food required by the older mem-
bers of the family, We can all under-
¢tand what the resu't of such treatment
would be, and no wise mother would
think of such a thing.

Shall we, then, to whom the Good
Shepherd has entrusted, to a certain ex-
tent, the spiritual feeding of his tender
lambs, be less careful in choosing for
them the ‘“sincere milk of the Word,”
that they may grow thereby. Whether
the lesson be historical, biographical, or
doctrinal, the loving, prayerful teacher
can always glean from it some sweet
simple truth to present to her little ones;
but the methods of presenting and im-
pressing these traths will, of course, de-
pend largely upon circumstances and
surroundings.

Our aim should never be to amuse, but
always to instruct—mot merely to pass
a pleasant hour, but to feed those in-
quiring, receptive minds with food con-
venient for them. The teacher, in order
to do this, must have a heart filled with
love to God and little children—one who,
as far as possitle, places himself or her-
self on a level with the children, and
carnestly tries to view the lesson from
their standpoint, and thus with loving .
patience leads them along the pathway
of spiritnal development. The concep-
tions which their little minds form of
God are influenced largely by our teach-
ing. How important, then, that we
shonld present God as a pure, loving and
all-wise Father, who while hating sin
still loves the ginner, and Christ as a
tender, forgiving, and sympathetic
Saviour. The: precious  thoughts
stamped upon their minds in childhood
will never be effaced. May God help us
to be constantly;guided by this spirit in
our divinely appointed work.

Tilsonburg, Ont.

Methodist Magazine and Review for
February.

\

The up-to-date character of this maga-
zine is shown in the current interest of
many of its articles. “Among the
Filipinos ” is an account of the islands
on which the world's attention is now
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focused, with numerous elegant engrav-
fngs. The Rev. J, C. Seymour writes an
admirable and well illustrated character-
study of the Empcror Francis Joseph of
Austria. Rev. Dr. Johnston concludes
his eloquent paper on “ Anglo-American
Brotherhood.” Miss Woodsworth has
also a well illustrated article on * Zenana
Work in India.” Rev. Dr. A. Suther-
land writes on “ The Church and Work-
ingmen,” and the Rev. A. W. Nicolson
on “ Thomas Chalmers, the Apostle of the
North,” with portrait. *“ The Trouble at
Roundstone ” is a very clever New Eng-
land story. Short stories by Rev. C. M.
Sheldon, W. J. Dawson, a sketch of
“ Michael Faraday,” “ Moses and Myth-
ology,” “Italy im Transition,” * The
World’s Progress " with splendid pictures
of Newfoundland, Science Notes, ete.,
make up a volume of special interest.
Good portraits are given of the Emperor
Francis Joseph, Queen Margherita of
Italy, the Baroness Von Longenau, and
Father Chiniquy. Now is a good time
to subseribe,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax : S. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months.

Book Notices.

“ Fifty-two Weeks With God.” A De-
vout Study of the International Sun-
day-school Lessons for 1899, Con-
taining also thd Text of the Lessons,
Together with the Titles and Golden
Texts. Arranged for the Convenience
of Clergymen, Sunday-school Teachers,
and other Christian students. By the
Rev. T. 8. Linscott. Toronto: The
Bradley-Garretsen Co., Limited. Price,
36 cents. \

The best method of teaching is the
Socratic mode. The great philosopher
used to catechise the disciples who came
to him for instruction till, before they
knew it, they ha'f answered their own
questions. That' which one thus dis-
covers for himself is more vivid and
vital than anything that another can
teach him. Bacan says that heat en-
gendered by exergise warms the body
better than that ¢ommunicated by fire,
and money earned by work abides with
one longer than that which comes as a
gift. So in the réalm of intellect, that
which we learn by exercise of our own
powers is incomparably better than that
whieh is poured into us like water into

{

a jug. The first only is education, a
word which means that which is *“ drawn
out ’ of ourselves.

This old Socratic method is the prin-
ciple which Mr. Linscott has adopted in
the preparation of these studies of the
International Sunday-school Lessons, By
skilful questioning he draws forth the
inner meaning of the lesson and compels
the student to think out for himself the
great truths which it is designed to con-
vey. Beyond this intellectual stimulus,
another advantage is that it makes the
student familiar with the Word of God,
not only with the text but with the con-
text and the references which throw
light upon it.

This book is born of experience. The
writer has been a Bible-class teacher for
many years, and brings to bear the rich
result of his experience in the noblest
of all arts—the art of teaching the truths
of religion. The author well says:
*“This little book will be of no service to
lazy people; nor will it help those who
do not love the Scriptures and reverence
them as a message from God. But all
who love the Bible, and have the industry
and patience necessary to dig for its
truths, as for hidden treasure, will, it is
hoped, find the following pages very sug-
gestive,”

In our notice of Holman's New Teach-
er's Bible gne or iwo inaccuracies occur.
The number of pages is 1,781, and the
number of, references is 100, 000 The
following ig a specimen of the way in
which both Old and New Versions are
shown. The large type is the part com-
mon to both Versions.

and the lower line the Revised Version.
It will be seen that there is quite a dif-
ference in the meaning of the two :

God usfhtre righteous juge®ve o
M i ith the wicked s O
God "t hdietion. €very day

So also the tenth verse of the sixth
Psalm in the Revised Version avoids the
imprecation. which jars upon one’s feel-
ings and makes the sentence merely pre-
dictive.

letsl mine enemies g, be ashamed
and sore vexed :

let them return and

They shall turn back, they shell be aSha'med
suddenly.

The upper line
in small type is the Authorized Version, -
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“ Dwellers in GolhsJ." A Romance of
New York. By Annan Dale. To-
ronto : William Briggs. New York :
Eaton & Mains. Price, $1.25.

This is emphatically a novel with a
purpose. It is a parable in which the
threefold temptations of our Lord, the
appeal to hunger, to pride, to ambition,
are shown in their applications to
modern life, The book grapples with
the great problems of the times: the
crowded tenement life, the trades union-
ism, the fashionable frivolity, the greed
for gain of the modern Gotham. The
story is one of absorbing interost, and is
told with remarkable literary skill. A
fine vein of humour, with a flavour of
satire, runs through the volume.

Prarts of it are ag good in their humour
as Dickens, and ag cutting in their satire
as Thackeray. The glimpses of news-
paperdom, of Wall Street, of the upper
Four Hundred, of tenement life, with
their mingled ftragedy, pathos and
comedy, are of photographic fidelity.

The author is oPe of the leading Meth-
odist ministers [of the United States.
The book is handgomely pub'ished by the
Methodist Book-Rooms of both New York
and Toronto, e predict for it a great
success,

We have overlooked noticing the re-
port of the Thirty-second Provinecial
Sunday-school Convention, “Lights Along
the Shore.” By its means the many
thousands of teachers who were unable
to be present may enjoy the benefit of
the convention equally with those who
were present.  And these will find the
hook of much value for the verbatim re-
ports of addresses given. Price only
15 cents each.

The superintendent need not be * an
eminent speaker.” While wé are not
wholly in favour of the “silent superin-
tendent,” the * deaf and dumb superin-
tendent " (especially the dumb), we pre-
fer him to the perpetual talker. * The
days of ‘stage elocution’ are well-nigh
over. The rounded period, the big-
sounding words, the gorgeous rhetorie,
are, among intelligent people, no longer
popular,” says a contemporary, The
man who has something to say, and then
says it in as few words as possible, in
as clear and direct a way as possible,
after the manner of the talker in con-
versation, rather than after the manner
of the drama, is the talker for this age.
The Sunday-school superintendent will
do well to imitate him—S, S. Teacher.

Order of Services—First Quarter.

OPENING SERVICE.

L Smuexcs.
1. KEsPONBIVE Bm1 CES. [Psaln 96, 7-18.)

Give ugto the Lorp, O ye kindreds of the

e, give unto the Lorp glory and

th,
to the Lorp the glory due unto
e: bring an offering, and come

Supr.

Benoo.

8urr.

Benook.
Suer.

fore him, all the earth,
nong the heathen that the Lowrp

He sRall judge the people righteously,
he heavens rejoice, and let the earth

Benoo,

Burr

Beiloon. Befoge the Lonrn: for he cometh, for he
cogeth to judge the earth :

Surr. He shall judge the world with righteous-

ne’s, and the people with his truth,
1L SivoiNe.

IV. Lus Tex Coun‘linlun. OR THE APOSTLES' CRERD,

¢

V. Pravee, followed by the Lord's Prayer in conoert.
VL. SivuiNa,

LESSON SERVICE.
I. Crass Stupy oF Tk Lrssox,
IL. Sixaive Lessox Hyumy,
IIL Recrratiox or Tae Tirue, Goupex Trx», axp Ouvruom
by the school in concert.
IV, REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF THE LEsso: hy Pastor ex
Superintendent.
V. SUPPLEMENTAL LEssoN, (Special lesson in the Chureh
Catechism may here be introduced. )
VL. ANNOUNCEMENTS [especially of the Church service and

the Epworth League and week-evening prayes
meetings.)

CLOSING SERVICE.
1. SiNaiNa,
IL Resroxsive SeNveNces, (1 John 1. 5 |
Surr.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with
another,
ScrooL. And the blood of Jesus Christ his Sem
cleanseth us from all sin,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST ONARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL BY JOHN.

LESSON X. CHRIST F

"REEING FROM SIN. [March 5.

GOLDEN TEXT. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. John 8. 86.

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
{May be used as a Temperance Lessoy.  Study |
John 8, 12-50, | |
John 8. 12, 31-36. [ Comunit to memory verses
34-30, |
12 Then spake Je'sus again unto them, say ing,
Iam the light of the world : he that followeth me |
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the !
light of life. [
81 Then said Je’sus to those Jews which be-
tieved on him, If ye continue in my word, then |
are ye my disciples indeed ; |
+32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free, |
83 They answered him, We be A'bra-ham’s |
seed, and were never in bondage to any man:
how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? !
84 Je'sus answered them, Verily, verily, T say
unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the serv-
ant of sin.
85 And the servant abideth not in the house
forever : bu! the Son abideth ever.
86 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye |
shall be free indeed. i

Time.—A. D. 20 or 80, soon after the last les-
son. Place.—The temple courts in Jerusalem. ‘
Rulers.—Ierod in Galilee ; Pilate in Jerusalem. ‘

Home Readings.
M. Christ Freeing from 8in. John 8. 12, 28-36. |
Tw. Scripture fulfilled. Luke 4. 14-22 |
W. Power to forgive. Luke 5, 18-26.
Th. Dead to sin,  Rom. 6. 1-11.
F. Free to serve. Rom. 6. 15-23.
S, Redeemed from bondage. Gal. 4. 1-7.
8. Deliverance from sin. 1.John 3. 1-10

Lesfon Hymns,

No. 151, New Canfjdian Iymmnal.

1 lay my sing on Jesus,
The spotless Lamb of God.
‘

No. 89, New ('mmimn Hymnal.

The door of fod’s merey ix open
To all whafare weary of sin.

No. 83, New Canadian Hymnal.

Art thou wedky, heavy laden?
Art thou distrest ¥

REVISED VERSION,

12 Again therefore Jesus spake unto them,
saying, I am the light of the world : he that
followeth me shall not walk in the darkness,
but shall have the light of life.

31 Je'sus therefore said to those Jews which
had believed him, If ye abide in my word,

32 then ave ye truly my disciples; and ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you

33 free. They answered unto him, We be A'bra-
ham'’s seed, and have never yet been in
bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye

34 shall be made free? Je'sus answered them,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Every one that
committeth sin is the bondservant of sin,

35 And the bondservant abideth not in the house

36 fovever : the son abideth forever. If there-
fore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be
free indeed.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.

1. Jesus and the Believer, v. 12, 81, 32,

What did Jesus declare himself to be?

What is taught concerning the Light of the
world in the first chapter of John ?

What is it to walk in the light as he is in the
light ?

What recent facts had made the division wider

between those who upheld and those who dis-

puted the claims of Jesus ?

What did Jesus say was the condition of true
discipleship ?  Verse 31,

What two results of genuine discipleship did
| he mention ?

“ 2. Jesus and the Bondman, v. 33, 34,
| On what ground did the Jews resent the state-
ment that they would be made free?
Is it trne that the Hebrew nation had neve
| been in bondage ¥
How could these men thus ignore histori:
truth ¥
Why did they mention their descent from
Abraham as a proof of their freedom ?
Who did Jesus say was the servant of sin ?

3. Jesus and the Freeman, v. 35, 36.
Where cannot a servant abide ?
What does this mean ?
Who can bestow gennine freedom ?
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Teachings of the Lesson,
Find in this passage lessong concerning—
1. The duty of continuing in Christ’s word,
2. That the grace of Christ is suflicient for us,
3. That sinners in their sin merely carry ot
the designs of Satan,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
I. Jesus and the Believer,
Who is the Light of the wo
What promise is giver
Jesus ?
Who did Jesus say were his real diseiples ¥
What benefits did he promise to discipleship ¥
What would the truth secure? Rom, 6, 22,
2. Jesus and the Bondman, v, 33, 34,
What boast did the listeners make in reply ¥
Was that boast true ¥
Whom did Jesus say was a slave ¢
3. Jesus and the Freeman, v. 35, 36,
What difference is there between a slave and a
son?
Through whom can we have real freedom?
GoLpeN TEXT,

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That every sinner is Satan’s slave ¢
2. That Jesus can free us from Satan’s power ?
4. Toat God’s children are the only true freemen?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What name does Jesus give to himself in this
lesson ¥

Where may we learn about the bread of life?

Where are some beautiful words about the
water of life?

What made the Pharisees angry ¢
Jesus cail himself by such titles.

12, 81, 32,

hose that follow

2

To have

THE

BY J. L.

LESSON

HURLBUT, DD,

If Jesus is the Light of the world, what is «ur
| only safe way? To follow him.
What is it to “continue in the word "
keep on obeying Jesus,
( What will this bring? Freedom.
What is it “to know the truth?”
{and do what God bids us do.
Who is the real slave? One who commits
sin.
Who is the sinner’s master ¥ Satan,
Who only can deliver from him ?  Jesus.
Why did the Jews want to kill Jesus? Bes
cause they loved sin and chose to serve
Satan.
What is the kind of obedience that pleases
(Giod? The obedience of love.

Te

To know

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school.)

1. What did Jesus promise to thoge who con-
tinued in his word* The truth should make
them free.

2. What false claim did the Jews make ? That
Abraham’s seed was never in bondage.

3. What did Jesus teach ? ‘That all sinners
are slaves of sin.

4. Who did Jesus say was the father of all who
hated him ? The devil.

5. What is the GoLpex TexT? 46 If the Son
therefore,” etc.

NEW CHUR
Wi

I CATECHISM,

5% How is the 1 of God to be used as a

means of grace?

The Word of Ga
grace by the priv
by diligent atten
and preaching of

is to be used as a means of

¢ study of the Scriptures, and

nce upon the puablic reading
he Word in the Church,

OUTLINE.

The Children of Abraham.

I. H1s FALSE CHILDREN.

1. Blind. 7n darkness. v. 12.

The way of the wicked. Prov. 4. 19,
Bee....perceive not. Isa. 6. 9.

2. Fleshly. Abraham’s seed. v. 33.
Not a Jew....outwardly. Rom. 2. 28,
Abraham to our father. Matt, 3. 9,

3. Enslaved. Servant of sin. v. 3.
Mount Sinai....bondage. Gal. 4. 24,
His servants ye are. Rom. 6. 16,

4. Aliens. Not in the house. v. 35,
Cast out the bondwoman. Gal. 4, 30,
Without Christ....aliens, Eph.2 12,

IL This True CHILDREN,

1. Disciples.  Followeth me, v, 12,
They which are of faith. Gal. 3. 7, 9.
Sons of God. John 1. 12, 13,

2. Enlightened. Light of life. v. 12
Lighteth every man. John 1, 4, 5, 9.
Now are ye light. Eph. 5. 8.

3. Wises  Know the truth, v, 82.
Follow on to know. Hos. 6, 3.

The Holy Ghost teacheth. 1 Cor, 2. 12, 13,

4. Free. Make you free. v. 82, 36.

I will walk at liberty, Psa. 119, 45,
Jerusalem. .. .is free. Gal. 4, 26,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The sudden appearance of Jesus at the feast of tabernacies, his mighty utterances in the
temple, and the report of his wonderful works led many to a belief that this man from Nazareth
was the Messiah of Isracl. The rulers, however, not only stood aloof from the current, but set
themselves against it.  They sent a detachment of the temple police to arvest Jesus while he was
teaching. But the officers listened to his words, and could not lay hands upon one who spoke like
a prophet and a prince. Thus arose a division not only among the people, but, as a result, among
their ralers ; for even in the Sanhedrin was found a small company of men who were almost ready
to accept Jesus as the Christ. It needed only an impulse to bring over the entire body of the
uation, and to make Jesus in fact, as he was by right, the King of the Jews. But that impulse was
steadily resisted by the crafty priests who were at the head of the nation, the vindictive Amas
and the eold-hearted, worldly-minded Cainphas. They employed all their power, and their prestige
as well, to override the minority in the council, which embraced Nicodemus and Joseph of Ari-
mathea ; good men, but lacking in the courage of their convictions, And thus at the feast of
tabernacles an opportunity was lost, and the nation, through its leaders, rejected its heaven-sent
King. fot

Verse 12. Then. On one of the evenings of | is ke who ean hold on to Christ's hand in this world,
the feast of tabernacles the golden lamps in the | The light of life.  Not merely a light which he
sonrts of the temple were lighted, and, as if in | holds, but one which is in him, so that he him-
sesponse, all the strects and housetops in the | self becomes luminons, and gives light to others,
ity were illuminated by the rejoicing people. [ (5) There is an iuner light to every disciple.
Perhaps on the day following, while this blaze of [ Verses 13 to 30 are not given as a part of the
tight was still in the minds of the people, Jesus | lesson, but should be read carefully both by the
spoke the words of this verse. Ile was ever |teacher and the student. They give the outline
quick to see the correspondence between things | of a discussion between Jesus and the unfriendly
scen and unseen, and to show “ spiritual law in | Pharisees ; a discussion which resulted in many
the natural world.” (1) Let onr eyes be open to|of the common people, and perhaps some of the
we divine analogics to earthly events. Again, | rulers, accepting Jesus in a general way as an in-
Calling attention to the discussions of the pre- | spired teacher.
vions chapter. The incident of the woman taken | 31. Jews which believed on him. Note
in adultery is passed over as an interruption. [ the Revised Version, ‘“ had believed him,” not
“he light of the world. Il had already said | “ believed on him.” There is a vast difference
o his disciples, “ Ye are the light of the world”’ | between believing Christ, accepting his words as
(Matt. 5. 14); and that is true. But disciples are | true, and believing on him, resting their faith
only torch bearers, and they obtain their light |upon him as a personal S8aviour. Many to-day
from him who is its source and life, Other lights | stand where these Jews stood, believing in the
may barn dim, or go out in darkness; that is the | truth of Jesus's words, but by no means taking
True Light which never fails. How much of this | him to their hearts by faith, Yet the believing
world’s light in nineteen centuries past has come | Jesus is an important step toward the believing
from Jesus! The world’s light of civilization, | on him. (6) Zhacker, urge your scholar not only
of learning, of character, of philanthropic in- | to take the first step of Wlicf, but also the second step
terest in humanity, has all been lighted at his fire. | of fuith. If ye continue in my word. Re-
Contrast the Christian world with the Moham- | vised Version, “abide in my word.” They sup-
medan or the pagan, and see how much earth | posed that to recognize Jesus formally as their
owes to Jesns Christ.  (2) Let us veccive light from | national Messiah was sufficient, Jesus reminds
him, and then impart that Ught to o'hers who need it, | them that they are to dwell in his word as we
Followeth me. All that Christ asks of men is | live in the air which we breathe, and as that air
to follow him ; but that siraple word means the | lives in us and inspfres us. My disciples ine
absolrte surrender of their will to him. (3) We | deed.  The very word “disciple” means a
canmot follom Jesus end have our own way wnless | lenrner. These Jews who accepted Christ are
his way is our way too. Not walk in darkness. [ now to become students in his school, to receive
This is a dark world to one who walks alone in | his instruetions, to walk in fellowship with him,
it. We are like wanderers on the praivie in a [ and to model their lives after his.  They were, in
bligzard ; like sailors in a storm without a pilot ¢ | a sense, ¢ diseiples in word ™ by accepting Christ ;
{ike strangers in the mazes of a eity, We need [ they become * disciples indeed” in following
s guide, and in Christ we have one. (4) Happy | Christ.  (7) Happy is he who is a disciple indeod !
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32. Ye shall know. Literally, *“Ye ghall
come to know "' —by gradual illamination, not by
miraculous revelation. Know the truth.
the unrenewed heart and the unclarified mind
<unnot comprehend spiritual verities, One must
hive eyes to see and cars to hear. Only those
~an apprehend the things of God and of salva-
flon who have been taught in the school of
Christ,  The truth shall make you free.
11 who receives the word of Chirist into his heart
1t once becomes free from the power of sin, free
from the bondage of the world, free from the
{-ar of death, and free from the dread of Judg-
ent to come,
33. They answered him. “They” refers
to the crowd that were listening to his words—
omposed of enemies, skeptics, and half-hearted
believers.  We be Abraham’s seed. No peo-
le aro prouder of their origin, and have a right
tr be. Their lineage goes back through a race
that never lost the knowledge of God, and never
vent its knee to an idol: through heroes and
poets and prophets, to an illustrious ancestor
who to this day is known as “the Friend of
Giod.” Never in bondage. This was a proud
boast, mot wholly true, yet not wholly false.
They had indeed been “bondmen® in Egypt,
but not slaves; for they were not, as in-
dividuals, under private ownership; nor yet
=laves of the state, though under heavy exactions
of forced labor. They had been several times
conquered, and once were carried into captivity;
tut personal liberty, that of a freeman as distinct
trom a slave, they had generally enjoyed, (8) But
many a man who boasts of his freedom is a slave,
84. Verily, verily, “ Amen, amen :” words
introducing a weighty utterance. This double
*verily” is found only in the Gospel according

toJohn. Whosoever committeth sin is the
servant of sin. Revised Version, “ the bond-
servant "—that is, the slave. Just to the measure
in which any man submits to the power of
temptation he is a slave ; for he has a master out-
side of his own will.  He who cannot control his
temper is a slave to passion ; he who cannot re-
sist appetite is the slave of strong drink ; he
who yields to lust is its slave. Either a master
or a tlave is the condition of every man, and
the majority of men are in bondage,

35. e servant, The elave, as before.
Abideth not in the house. Every Jew who
heard this sentence would see in it an allusion
to Ishmacl cast out of the honse of Abraham
because the son of a bondwoman (Gen. 21). A
sluve may be in the house, but it is only as a
servant, to obey orders, to do menial work, and
to be cast out when no longer useful. (9) If a
man is content to vemain a slave, he must expect a
slave’s treatment ; for he works under a hard master.
The Son abideth. The word “son” should
not begin with a capital letter—it does not in
the Revised Version—for the reference is not to
Christ as 8on of God, but to all believers. (10)
Every disciple of Christ is a son of God, and an heiy
of divine possessions,

36. If the Son. Here it is correct to v 3 the
capital 8, for the word refers to Christ. All
disciples are sons of God; Jesus Christ is the
Son. Shall make you free. There is only
one way to escape from the bondage of sin, and
that is to surrender oneself to a stronger ruler;
one who can destroy the devil's works, and
trample him under foot. Ye shall be free ine
deed. The freest soul in the world is the be-
liever in Christ, for no power in earth or hell is

able to make him a slave,

CRITICAP AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

High controversy. This is a chapter of high
controversy between Jesus and the Pharisees,
The malice and murderons purpose are shown in
the preceding chapter. They “songht to kill
him?* (chap. 7. 1). That purpose was deliberate
ind sustained, and not prompted by sudden
provocation. Twice during the feast of taber-
nacles they sought to arrest him (chap. 7.
#0-82). He had spoken ont their murderous
thought (chap. 7. 9), and they had angrily denied
it, but by their actions soon confirmed it. Tt is
necessary to the understanding of this chapter
that we recognize the spirit of the opposers of
Jesus. Their hearts burned against him, and
they broke in upon his discourse with angry

objections and contradictions. Their mood was
such as to render them incapable of receiving or
recognizing the truth of his teaching, even as a
violent stream cannot reflect the stars,

INNER LIGHT.

Verse 12. Jesus spoke in the treasury (verse
20) in the forecourt of the women, where stood
the two colossal eandelrbra, whose light at even-
ing shone ontall over the eity. It may have been
Jjust as these lamps were lighted that Jesus eried
out, “I am the lizht of the world.” Objects
near at hand or events fresh in memory he was
jconstantly in the habit of using for teaching
| purposes (chap. 4. 7; 6. 26). But his thought
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rune deeper here than © (emple lamps would
suggest. He was the light of the world ghining
not from without, but from within, We must
go back to chap. 1. 4 for the fuller siatement
ot s meaning, “In him was life, and the life |
was the light of men.” 8o here, those who|
would follow him *“ shall have the light of Uje.”" |
The secret of his teaching lies in those italicized {
words, The light which he gives is not that of |
his teachings merely, nor of hisexternal example,
though he gives light in both of these ways; but ’
ratker the inner light which hiz cwn life kindles |
in the soul of the believer. Tt is the light of *“life”
(z0a, not bios). The life is the source of the light,
Or more strictly, perhaps, the life is the “facnlty
of seeing,” the capacity of rccognizing light.
Jegue said, ““ The light of the body is the eye,”
meaning only that the eye was the organ of light,
80 the life of Christ in the soul is the soul's
organ for receiving spiritual light. The life is
the light of the soul as the eye is the light of the
body. Only living beings see; noontide and
midnight are alike to dead things. *He that
hath the S8on hath life,” and he that hath life
hath light. But “if the light [the faculty for
seeing] that is in thee be darkness, how great is
that darkness!’” As the water which Christ
gives is a fountain springing up unto everlasting
life, 8o the life which he imparts is a fountain of
light shining from within. Christ coming among
those who had not spiritual life was as a light
shining in darkness, which the darkness did not
apprehend (chap. 1. 5, Revised Version),

PERSEVERANCE IN FAITIH,

31. In spite of the vicious opposition of the
rulers, many of the people who listened to
Christ’s words believed on him (verse 30), To
them, knowing thit their faith, however sincere
it might be, was superficial, he said, “If ye con-
tinue [Revised Version, ‘ubide, Greek meinate,
stay, remain, stand] in my words, then are ye my
disciples indeed ; and ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.” To abide in his
words is to keep his commandments, and to keep
his ecommandments is to abide in his love (chap.
15, 10). That is the true perseverance of the
saints, The beginning of faith is like the
quickening of the seced. It must abide in the
soil, however, that its life may develop.
He had previously told them that obedience
brings knowledge (chap. 7. 17). He now tells
them that knowledge of the truth makes
free. The first word of the convert is, “1 be-
Neve;” his second, “Iobey;” his third, “I1
know;” his fourth, “I am free.” This order
may not be changed. There is here a sequence

a8 patural as it is beautiful,

H'GHER AND LOWER GENEALOGY,

33236, Those referred to in verse 33 we can-
not reasonably suppose to have been those who
“Dbelieved on him,” referred to in verse 30, They
were the unbelieving Jews, probably the Phari-
had been just hefore engaged in con-
troversy with him. They caught up his words,
spoken 1o those whom Le had persuaded to be-
lieve on him, as another chance for protest and
denial. “ What insult is this, to talk about
makingusJews free? We be Abraham’s seed, and
were never in bondage toany man.” That answer
overlooked the Egyptian bondage, and the Baby-
Tonian captivity, and the Roman vassalage; but
an angered and insincere controversialist is not
hampered by the facts of history. Besides, they
missed Christ’s meaning. Ie was speaking of
spiritual not political slavery. To that meaning
his reply songht to bring them back, * Whoso-
ever committeth sin is the servant of sin.”

We must read through to verse 47 to get the full
impression of this discussion. [t was a question
of “ higher and lower genealogy.”  They set up
the claim that they were Abraham’s children.
“8o you are,” Jesus said, “in the lower and
inconsequential sense of being his physical de-
scendants, but in the high sense, the only
sense in which kinship is of any moment, you
are not his children” (verses 86-40). Blood
Kinship without soul kinship is a very little
thing, Abraham’s name without Abraham’s
spirit and works was a moral imposture. The
matter of interest is not where a man comes
from, but what he is. Abraham was not a mere
animal that begat other animals, but he was a
soul, a “ Friend of God,” who did the works of
God, and who had the witness that he pleased
God. The real children of Abraham are the chil-
dren of his squl. A name without -the thing
for which the name stands is a lie.

A pointed  application,  Dr. Joseph Parker
makes a very searching application of this
principle to us Methodists: ““Ilere are men
who say, ‘We are of good old Methodist
stock.” Are you? I doubt it. *We have por-
traits of old Methodists.” Very likely, It is a
pity you have them; they ought to be in the
hands of better men. But if you cre of good
Methodist stock, then you will be men of en-
thusiasm, passion; you will be ‘sensational’
Christians. ...The old Methodists hazarded their
lives for the Lord Jesus; when did you ever
hazard a meal? Do not dishonor the dead ; do
not try to acquire respectability by the use of
their arms. If ye were Methodists, ye would do
the work of Methodists, and not allow some
other section to leap up as if out of the dust to
take your crown and leave you in the rear,”

SCOS
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Thoughts for Young People.
Believers and Unbelievers.

There are two classes of people, and only two,
according to God’s estimate—those who accept
Christ and those who reject him. It is very im-
portant for every person to decide to which of
these two classes he belongs,  (Verse 81.)

1. Those who belicve in Christ reccive his word,
know the truth, and have all that the truth brings
to them ; while those who reject Christ are in
blindness, ignorance, and darkness.  How ut-
terly these Jews misapprehended spiritual trath,
because they would not accept Christ, who is the
truth ! (Verse 32.)

2. Those who believe have liberty, while those who
belicve not are in slavery. Compare the saint
with the sinner—which enjoys the greater free-
dom? (Verses 33-36.) If now we extend our
reading a little beyond the limits of this lesson,
we find three additional facts concerning believ-
ers and unbelievers,

3o Those who believe are children of God; those
who believe not are children of Satan. To the
one there is a likeness to God ; to the other, a
likeness in deed and character to their master,
(Verses 37-44.)

4. Those who believe honor God ; those who be-
lieve not dishonor him in the person of his Son.
(Verses 45-50.)

5. Those who believe have eternul life ; those who
believe not have eternal death. (Verse 51.)

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

As the time of this lesson is supposed to be
near the feast of tabernacles, we may remind our-
selves of what would be a general occasion for
the assertion by Jesus, “I am the lizht of the
world.” The Talmuds contain the following de-
scription : “On the evening of the first day of
the feast the people come down into the court of
the women, where a great scene is prepared,
Golden lamps are fastened to the walls, and Little
cups of gold are suspended from them. Four
steps lead up to them, and by these four
voung priests go up, carrying in their hands
flagons containing 120 logs of oil, They pour
this into these little lamps. When they are
lighted they shine so brightly that all Jerusalem
is illuminated by them. Pious and grave men
dance and sing hymns and doxologies. The
Levites, with their cymbals and other instru-
ments, stand in great numbers upon the fifteen
steps which separate the court of the women
from the court of Israel and sing ahymn. Two
priests stand at the gate at the top of these fifteen
steps, each with a trumpet in his hand. At a
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signul (rom the captain of the temple they sound
the trumpet,  They descend, and sound again
upon the last step. They do the same in the
court of the women. In the court of the Gentiles
they continue to sound the trumpet as far as the
eastern gate.  There they turn their torches from
cast to west and say, “ Our fathers worshiped
the sun in this place, their backs turned to the
temple, and facing the cast, but we turn our faces
to God.” It was with special udaptation, there
fore, that during these days Jesus should cry out,
‘I am the light of the world.”

But this was not the only feast of which illu-
minations formed a prominent feature. The
feast of the dedication, also, was the scene of
brilliant lighting of lamps. The following quo-
tation from the Talmuds may illustrate the joy
and gladness which was represented at this feast
which was instituted in commemoration of the
triumph of Judas Maccabmus, who restored the
temple: ““The rabbis teach that on the 25th day
of the month of Chisleu begins the eight-day com-
memoration of the dedication. During this time
no one may be sorrowful or fast ; for when the
Greeks came into the temple they defiled all the
oil which was in the temple, but the great king
of the Asmoneans conquered them. They
sought and found just one vial of oil which had
been placed under the seal of the high priest, and
in it was only oil for one day. But a miracle
was wrought, and the oil lasted eight days. The
year following a feast was observed in memory
of the miracle.,” Maimonides adds: *These
eight days are days of joy ; lights are lighted at
the doors of the houses for eight nights in re-
membrance of the miracle. If there are many
inhabitants in one house, the one light may suffice
for all. Nevertheless, he who would honor the
commandment will light one for every person in
the house, and even more ; for the number of
lights is doubled the second night, tripled the
third night, and soon. For example, if thereare
ten people in a house, ten lights will be lighted
the first night, twenty the second, thirty the
third, and eighty on the eighth night.”  This feast
was kept not merely in Jerusalem, but through-
out the land, hence the familiarity of the people
with the symbol, which to all Jews more or less
represented the fiery pillar of the wilderness, and
thus rendered forceful the proclamation of Jesus,
‘I am the light of the world.”

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,
The Light of the world. Farrar, speaking of
the tall candlebra in the temple which were
lighted during the feast of tabernacles, says*
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“These lamps were in commemoration of the
pillar of fire that led their fathers on their long
journey from Egypt to the promised land, when
the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of
cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire. It wasa
visible sign of God’s presence with his people for
their guidance. Jesus Ch is like the pillar of
fire that guided the Israclites safely to the prom-
ised land. e knows where every path leads and
how to surmount every difliculty.”

Verse 81, “1f ye continue in my word.” To
vigit & school does not make one a member of it
To it upon the benches with the scholars, to
pass the time in the schoolroom, does not make
one a scholar there, But to aceept of the teacher,
to submit to his discipline, to obey his rules, to
pursue the required studies, and to continue in
these thing make one a scholar of that school,
Buch is the test of discipleship in the school of
Christ.—Teloubet,

Verse 32. Allliberty comes from obedienceto the
truth, and all slavery comes from disobedience
to the truth. Edison has gained much liberty, so
that he can talk tc those who are hundreds of
miles away, by obeying the laws of nature. A
gentleman in Boston, years ago, lost his hearing
by disobeying one of the laws of nature in ex-
ploding some nitro-glycerine too near to his ear.
To-day I read of a boy who is in prison, who dis-
obeyed two of the Ten Commandments. He be-
gan by dishonoring his parents. He wanted to
be a free boy and go West, so he stole some
money. But he was caught, and to-day he lies
in jail, a sort of slave because he thus diso-
beyed the truth, A man goes contrary to
the laws of his bodily constitution and soaks his
body withrum, Presently he becomes a slave to
this appetite, and we call hin a confirmed drunk-
ard. Onesimus was the slave of Philemon, but
he was one of God’s freemen, Nero on the
throne called himself free, but he was one of
Satan’s slaves. Obedience to the truth as found
in God’s word, or in his book of nature, brings
freedom.—A. F. Schawfler,

Verse 3¢,  When men want to capture a lion
alive they must take him in a net, a thing in
which at first he moves about so readily in all
directions that he can scarcely realize that he is
caught, But soon the thousand bafling and en-
tangling meshes begin to be drawn tightly, and
they tighten so at last that he can struggle no

more, but must be dragged away to inglorious |

captivity, In like manner sin goes stalking for
the souls of men, not with a rigid trap, but
with a net, in whose elastic meshes it will have
them fatally entangled before they know that
they have logt their liberty,—8. L, Loomis,

An unlauful transaction, Luther ounce had a

servant girl who ran away and fell into sin, and
at last became dangerously ill.  8She sent for her
former master, Seated beside her, he said,
* Well, Elizabeth, what is the matter 2"

In great distress shie answered, “1 have delib-
erately sold my soul to the devil.”

“RSuppose when you lived in my house,” said
the man of God, “you had sold my children to a
stranger, would the sale have been legal 2

0 no, for I had no right to do timt.”

“Very well, you had still less right to sell your
soul to the devil, If yon have attempted it, the
whole transaction is unlawful. Go to the Lord
and confess your guilt, and acknowledge that
you are his child.”

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. H, KNOWLES,

I shall never forget one evening at the World’s
Fair in Chicago, when the great search light,
pouring itself with startling revelations over the
beautiful buildings, suddenly fell upon these
words above one of the gateways, * Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make youn
free.” I had seen them hundreds of times be-
fore, but they flashed upon me there with vivid-
ness of meaning. 8o by the flashlight of the
Holy Spirit may these same words in our lesson
to-day be revealed to us with new significance.

Truth is the law of liberty. 8t. James says,
“Whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty,
and continueth therein, this man shall be blessed
in his doing.” The happy frecdom of Eden
was lost and the race fell into captivity through
adeceiving lie. It is one of the glories of heaven
that “there shall in nowise enter into it anything
that maketh a lie.”

Truth is the foundation of God’s government,
and of his creetion, All laws of the material
universe are in accord with it. Because this is
80, when men find out nature’s laws they are
able to make exact caleulations, whether of the
sweep of stars through limitless space or of the
tremor of the magnetic needle, Man’s use of
the forees of nature in invention is possible only
beeause the laws which govern them are never
uncertain or misleading., A knowledge of the
truth in science and mechanies gives the liberty
of ciyilization in contrast with the restrictions
of barbarism. A knowledge of physical laws
and obedience to them give freedom from dis-
ease,  The hope of Cuba’s redemption from the
scourge of fever is in the better understanding of
sanitary laws and obedience to them.  But Jesus
was speaking to these misguided Jews of this
great law in the moral and spiritual realm. What
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deluded captives they were—slaves of a delusion
and of the father of lies,

But stop a moment! Can it be possible we
are in the same sort of bondage? Jesus uses
a comprehensive word here, * Whosoever com-
mitteth sin is the servant of sin.” Does * who-
soever " include you or me? It is sad for one to
be a captive who was made to have dominion,
When Jesus told these people of their slavery
they indignantly replied, *“ We were never in
bondage.” Those who boast most of freedom
are often most hopelessly bound.  * I could stop
drinking if I choose to do so, but I have the liberty
to take wine when I please,” said a young man,
and even then the chhins were forged upon him
beyond his power to break. There was a dun-
geon in medieval times which, when the prisoner
first entered it, seemed light and pleasant, but
soon the iron walls began to contract and si-
lently close him in until he could scarcely breathe ;
and though he pushed his hands in agony against
them, remorselessly they closed upon him and
crushed him to death. Sin is like that dungeon,
But there is One who can overcome its power,
He is the Truth. He is the Deliverer, We
walk at liberty when we know him, for

‘“ He breaks the power of canceled sin,
He sets the prisoner free ;

His blood can make the foulest clean $
His blood availed for me.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

A word-picture is most effective in connection
with such a lesson as this, which really presents
no picture to the superficial gaze. The environ-
ments of this discourse or conversation were
singularly dramatic. Describe *hem : The daily
reappearance of the Nazarene prophet in the
temple, the sudden extinetion of the festal lights
in the ““ court of the women,” the clear voice of
Jesus inviting all to come to the light of the
world, and the sharp contrast that he draws be-
tween the children of God and the children of
Satan. . . . The synopsis suggested in the 7lus-
trative Notes may well be followed. 1. The children
of God. (1) They believe in Christ (verse 81);
(2) They abide in Christ's word (verse 32); (3)
They know the truth (verse 32): 4. They have
freedom (verses 82-86), 11. Thechildren of Satan.
(1) They are slaves (verses 33-86); (2) They are
enemies of Christ (verse 87); (3) They show a
likeness to their father (verses 30-44) ; (4) They
have no affinity with God (verses 45-47). . . . Or,
the teaching of the lesson may be grouped
around four persons, and what is here taught
concerning each of these four may be shown,
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L. The belicver i Christ, What does he beliove?
What are his characteristics ¥ What does he pos-
sess? 1L 7%he unbelicver, Show his slavery, his
enmity, his ancestry, his wickedness, 111, The
devil. Four facts concerning him are given in
verse 44, which may be abundantly and usefully
illustrated. 1V, The Saviour, His sinlessness,
his eternity, his unity with the Father,

HYMNS.

I’'m poor, and blind, and wretched.
Come, said Jesus’ sacred voice.
Come, come to Jesus,

I'heard the voice of Jesus say.

All my doubts I give to Jesus.

Hark, hark, my soul,

O sing the power of love divine,
O my Saviour, how I love thee,
There’s not a ray of sunshine,
Lead me, O effulgent Light.

Blackboard.

BY THOMAS G. ROGERS,

Though sin in this world has “reigned unto
death,” let it not reign in our moertal bodies, for
““the soul that sinneth, it shall die’ (Ezek, 18, 4).
Christ was bound in death to redeem and release
us.  On the cross he destroyed the power of sin
and death, and overcame the world with all its
temptations.  “If the Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

‘ Let others hug their chains,
For sin and Satan plead,
And say from sin’s remains
They never can be freed ;
Rejoice in hope, rejoice with me,
We shall from all our sins be free,”
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Bin.-~For the best statement of the subject
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Principal Tulloch. A less theological treatise is
that of Clarnier, Sin and Redemption, All of the
works on systematic theology treat the subject
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found in Whedon’s Essays.
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| Natural Man, pages 202-231.
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| Verse 86.—Banks, L. A, **Christ the Libera-

tor,” Christ and His Friends, pages 265-277, Hall,
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pages 105-107.  Deems, C. F.,  Christ the Liber-
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LESSON XI. CHRIST HEALING THE BLIND MAN. [March 12,

GOLDEN TEXT. One thing I know, that,

AuTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study the chapter.]
John 9, 1-11. [Commit to memory verses 5-7.]

1 And as Jefsus passed by, he saw a man
which was blind from Aix birth.

£ And his disciples asked him, saying, Master,
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was
born blind ?

8 Jersus answered, Neither hath this man
ginned, nor his parents: but that the works of
God should be made manifest in him,

4 [ must work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day : the night cometh, when no man
can work.

5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light
of the world.

6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he
anointed the eyes of the hlind man with the clay,

7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of
8i-lofam, which is by interpretation, Sent. He went
his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

8 The neighbors therefore, and they which be-

fore had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not
1

this he that sat and begged ?

9 Some said, This is he : others said, He is like [

him: but he said, I am Ae.

10 Thercfore said they unto him, How were
thine eyes opened ¥

11 He answered and said, A man that is called
Jersus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and
said unto me, Go to the pool of Si-lofam, and
wash: and I went and washed, and | reccived
sight.

whereas I was blind, now I see. John 9, 25.
RevISED VERSION,

1 And as he passed by, he saw a man blind
from his birth. And his disciples asked him,
saying, Rabbi, who did sin, this man, or his

3 parents, that he should be born blind? Jefsus
answered, Neither di! this man sin, nor his
parents : but that the works of God should be
made manifest in him.  We must work the
works of him that sent me, while it is day : the
night cometh, when no man can work,  When
I amin the world, I am the light of the world.
When he had thus spoken, he spst on the
ground, and made clay of the spiitle, and

7 anointed his eyes with the clay, and said unto
him, Go, wash in the pool of 8i-loram (which is
by interpretation, Sent). He went away there-
fore, and washed, and came seeing. The
neighbors therefore, and they which saw him
aforctime, that he was a beggar, said, Is not
this he that sat and begged ?  Others said, It
is-he : others said, No, but he is like him. He
said, I am ke. They said therefore unto him,
How then were thine eyes opened ? He an-
swered, the man that is called Je'sus made
clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto
me, GGo to Si-lo’am, and wash : so [ went away

and washed, and I received sight,

loan
w
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Time.—0n a Sabbath day in the carly winter
of A, D.29. Place.—Pool of Siloan, Jerusalem.
Rulers,—lerod in Galilee ; Pilate in Jerusu-
lem,

Home Readings,
Christ Healing the Blind man.

1-12,

. Questionings. John 9. 13-28,
W. “ Now Isee.” John 9, 24-38,
Th. Bartimeus, Mark 10. 46-52,
F. Bpiritual blindness. Matt. 13, 10-17.
S. Prophecy of Christ. Isa. 42, 1-7.
8. Darkness and light. 2 Cor, 4. 1-7.

M. John 9.

g

No. 231, New Canadian Hynfnal,

Oh, happy day thal
On thee, my Sav

xed my choice
ur and my God !

No. 41, New Canadian Hgnnal,

Lead, kindly Light, anfid th’ encircling gloom,
Lead thou on.

No. 227, New Canadi

I'll praise my ker while I've breath,
And when my Joice is lost in death,

Hymnal,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.

1. The Blind Man, v. 1-3.

What forlorn object did Jesus see?

What question did the disciples ask him *

Why did they suppose his calamity was due to
somebody’s sin ?

Are diseases often the consequence of sin ¥

What was the mistuke of the Jews in their be-
lief ?

Did Jesus teach them that the man’s blindness
wasa punishment ¢

For what reason was he born blind #

How were the works of God made manifest in
the poor beggar ¢

2. The Working Lord, v. 4-7,

night ?

Who is the Light of the world ®

What simple method did Jesus take in the
«xereise of his miraculous power ¢

Why may we suppose he did this®

In what pool did Jesustell the beggar to wash
off the clay ?

What is John's interpretation of the word 8i-
loam ?

Who was the great Messenger sent by God ®
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3. The Wondering Neighbors, v, 811,

What happened when the beggar went to 8i-.
loam ¢

What gossip arose about him ?

What did he say about his own identity ?

Read the simple narrative as given by the
man?

Teachings of the Lesson.

Find evidence in this lesson—

1. That suffering is a part of the divine idea for
men,

2. That the brevity of life should incite zeal in
God’s service,

3. That no means should be neglected, even
while we pray.

4. That asimple statement of God’s merey to
our souls is the most effective testimony for
him.

5. That Jesus himself made the clearest and
directest statement of his own divinity.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLA RS,
1. The Blind Man, v. 1-3,
Whom did Jesus see by the wayside ?
What question did the disciples ask ?
What reply did Jesus make ?
What promise held out hope to the blind ?
Isa. 42. 6, 7.
2. The Working Lord, v. 4-7.
What did Jesus say ubout his own work ?
What did he do for the blind man ?
What did he tell the man to do ¥
What was the result of the man’s obedience ?
What proof that he wus the Messiah did Jesus
give toJohn? Matt. 11, 5.
3. The Wondering Neighbors, v. 8-11,
What question did the man’s neighbors ask »
What answers were given ¥
What did the man himself say ¢
What did the people then ask ¥
What was the man’s testimony ¥
What testimony did he give later? GoLbew
TeXT,
On what day was this cure performed ¥ Verse

|14
What did Jesus refer to by the coming of the |

What did the healed man think of Jesus?
Verses 17, 25,
What did the Jews do to theman ? Verse 84.
What noble confession did the man make?
Verses 35-39.
Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. To do good as we h..- . opportunity.
2. To obey every command of Jesns ?
3. To be witnesses for Jesus?
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Where was Jesus still preaching and teaching?
Inand around Jerusalem.

Whom did he see one day in the city street ?
A blind beggar.

Whatdid the man want? Money.

What did he not know ? That Jesus had
something better to give him.

What did he do for the blind man ?

What did he let the blind man do for him-
self ?

Did the clay cure him ?

Did washing in Siloam cure him ?

What will cure blind eyes now? Faith and
obedience,

What is the worst kind of blinduess ? The
blindness of sin.

| March 12,

Jesus for sight, and when we have secn
Tesus to tell others about him.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What sort of a man did Jesus see as he
passed by with his disciples? A blind beggar.

2, What did his disciples believe?  That
each man who snffered had sinned.

3. Why didJesus say the man had been born
blind? To show forth the work of God.

4. What did he do? Restored the man‘s
sight.

5. What did the Jews do? Expelled the
man from their synagogue.

6. What is the GoLpex Text? “ One
thing,”” ete.

Who is the light of the world ?

When will that light shine upon us? When NEW CHUHK
we look to Jesus. y

What was the blind man ready to do as soon as f,’;.nx‘:ﬁ thor o

he was able tosee? Tell others how he was | for things agreeal
Christ, ‘with con:

H CATECHISM,

s nr of our desires unto God
to His will in the name of
jon of our sins, and thankfu

? bt % cured, acknowledgmengfof His mercies, and in faith tha: per
! d What does this story teach us? To come to | if we so ask we ghall receive. Ma
i 4 seic
AR 1 n 2 Joss
i ? ; THE LESSON OUTLINE. ol
& An Object Lesson in Salvation, ~on
1. NEeDY. Whatsoever he saith....do it. John 2. 5. few
1. Blind from his birth. v.1. Do whatsoever [ command. John 15, 14. Wi
) i g A fort
Understanding darkened. Eph. 4. 18, . ORESIRNE: .'v".h
2 ‘f‘:‘" and begged. V. 8. @ 12 He went., . ..und washed v. 7. Tifg
I ; 100 8. ... pook.. Rev. 8 17. What wilt thou have me to do? Acts 9. 6. Wi
i Conferred not with flesh.  Gal. 1. 16, Gl
Jesus passed by....saw, V. 1. g el
Came to minister. Mat?, 20, 28, VI l“”’f“'"i‘“"- . prir
Partakers of flesh and blood. Heb, 2. 14, Is ot this he? . 8. sin |
11, ToucHED. All things are become new. 2 Cor, b, 17, The
Anoint the eyes. v. 6. Born again....sce the kingdom. John 3. it suff
Touched him....be thon clean. Matt. 8, 3. | VII. CoNressiNg, ofe
There went virtue out of him, Luke 6. 19, A man....called Jesus, v. 11, ors.
1V. CommanpED, With the mouth confession. Rom. 10. 10. that
o, wash in the pool. v. 7. Confess me before men.  Matt, 10, 32, 7_"‘"
sin,
3.
EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES. that
Inthe life of Christ only eight miracles are related by John, and cach of these presents some o Iutel
aspect of salvation, veiled in an acted parable, but readily penctrated by the enlightened believer. "':""
No miracle is more precisely related in all its details than this, and no one more clearly present: T'ha
the Gospel plan. We are introduced to a blind man, begging by the wayside, a type of the impv:- mas
fect, dark, helpless, needy condition of the sinner. Men ask, * Why is he in such a state ? Whose f""‘
fault is it?” Christ shows how his misfortune may become a blessing to him and a means of it
glory to God. The miracle has two sides, the divine and the human ; just as in the conversion of cony
a sinner there enter divine and human elements. On the one side, he must come into contact with thro
the 8on of God, must feel the Saviour's touch npon his face, must have the clay of earth moistened :“'“‘
Joes

by the Saviour. On the other hand, he must believe, must confess Christ before a jeering and in-
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credulous workd,
lumps of wet clay upon his sightle:
washed in the pool whose very name
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The man possessed the requisite elements of character,
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He received the two

yelids 5 he walked across the city regardless of spectators ; he
was a symbol of the One sent from God

, and then the light

dawned upon his darkened eyes,  He is now no longer a type of the sinner or of the secker, but of
the saved soul transformed by the power of God, und brought out of darkness into light, A

beggar yesterday, to-day he is a worker,
ognize. He begins his new life on the

with shi

ning face, which his old friends can scarcely rec-

right basis, with a bold profession of Christ before all, a

strong testimony of his experience, and a clear insight into his Saviour's personality,

Verse 1. As Jesus passed by. On some
occasion during the three months of his stay
near Jerusalem from the feast of tabernacles to
that of the dedication. He saw a man. Others
saw only a blind beggar, but Jesus saw one who
mizht become a monument of merey and a bold
confessor of the faith, Blind from his birth,
Ile was a well-known person, who had long sat
hegging in his accustomed place.  Both blind-
ness and beggary are far more common in the
Fast than inour lands. (1) Note here and through-
vt this story the picture of a sinner, (2) Christ
~icks out men before they seek: him,

2. His disciples asked him. Attracted,

perhaps, by the look of inquiry which their |

Mauster fixed upon the man. Theirs was “the
scientific spirit,” only asking a curious profit-
less question ; his was the sympathetic, helpful
~pirit, eager to save. Like them in our time
some men study social questions ; like Christ, a
tew go down into the slums to lift up the needy.
Who did sin. They sunnosed that every mis-
fortune is the result of some specific sin. 8o
Job’s friends tried to © comfort him, by telling
lim that he must have been a sinner because he
was a sufferer. Their reasoning would have
been correct if they had given it as a general
principle that suffering is in the world because
sin is in the world. 'I'his man or his parents,
They may have questioned whether the man was
suffering because of sin in some previous state
of existence, a view held by some ancient teach-
ers. Or, as Stier suggests, “ This man, or, for
that is out of the question, his parents.” (3)
The ecase of sin is of less importance than the cure of
sin

3. Neither hath this man sinned. Not
that this man or his parents had lived an abso-
lutely sinless life, but that his condition had not
been caused by any sin on their part or his part.
That the works of God should be made
manifest. Christ suggests not the cause of
this man’s misfortune, but the divine purpose in
it. That purpose was that a great blessing might
come to the man through it, and to the world
through the blind man. How does that man in

heaven now look upon those years of darkness ¢
Does he not rejoice that through his misfortune |

he was led to Christ and salvation ? (4) Let us
see the good hand of God in our troubles,

4. 1 must work, (Revised Version, * We
must work.”)  In other words, * Let us not waste
ourtime in prying into mysteries ; let us see what
we can do to alleviate the evils of the world.”
The works of him that sent me. God’s
work of restoration and upbuilding. The heal-
ing of the blind man is made a type or sugges-

i tion of God’s work of grace in bringing darkened
isuuls to the light of day. While it is day,
Christ’s day of work was while he was bodily on
the earth ; so our day is the time of our earthly
existence,  (5) May we use our day as fuithfully as
he wused his.  The night cometh. Other works
the Baviour might do after he has passed within
the veil, but not this work of miracle, When no
man can work. What work may await us in
another world we know not, but as far as this
life is concerned our work ends at death.

5. Aslong asI am in the world. While
Jesus was on the earth he was the light of men,
giving life and health, and in his healing to
men's bodies presenting a parable of the greater
benefits he was about to impart to men’s souls
when he should pass out of the world material
into the world spiritual. T am the light of
the world. Then he was the light seen by the
physical eye ; now he is the light of the soul, seen
by the eye of faith. Lofty as this claim is, who
dares deny now that it has been verified ¥

6. Made clay. Christ had more than one
method of healing ; sometimes a word only,
sometimes a touch, sometimes the more formal
laying on of hands, Perhaps, though not cer-
tainly, there was 2 spiritual emblem in this in-
strumentality. Ile took common clay and
moistened it with his own saliva, showing that
the most ordinary instrumentality becomes
mighty when touched by divine power, Anoints

ed his eyes, Upon each eye he placed a blotch
of mud from the street,

7. Go, wash. See the blind beggar, staff in
hand, feeling his way across the city toward the
pool, bearing two patches of strect mud on his
face! That was his cross, compelling a confes-
sion of Christ and a surrender to his will. One
meets him and says, “ Blind man, perhaps you
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don't know there is dirt on your face, Let me
wipe it away.” * No,” he answers, ** The Mas-
ter put it there. I am obeying his orders.” That
was ‘‘the altar ' to which this man went for-
ward in the revival, humbling his pride of self.
The pool of Siloam. A reservoir hewn out
of the rock in the valley of Gihon, south of the
temple. It is still to be seen, one of the few cer-
tain identifications of Bible localities, near Jerusa-
lem. By interpretation, Sent, The word * 8i-
loam * means * sending,” or *sent.” John hints
at the thought that the pool was by its very name
a symbol of Christ, the One Sent from God.
“ Go to 8iloam” means ** Go to the Sent of God,”
Went his way. Jesus chose his man rightly; for
he saw that he was courageous, obedient,prompt,
and independent of public opinion. (6) Read
the chapter through and find some good examples in
this man's conduct, 'Washed. What a moment
that was, as he groped his way down the steps
to the pool, pressed the cool water to his face,
and felt the flash of light!
the transformation from spirvitual darkness to light,
Jrom sin to salvation !

8. The neighbors. This man had become a
familiar figure, and those who had scen him in
other days were prompt to observe the wonder-
ful change that had come across him, (8) Z%¢
best evidence of a true conversion is that it attvacts at-
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tention from those who knew the sinner beforehand.
Had seen him that he was blind. Revised
Version, **that he was a beggar.”  Evidently the
man was now a beggar no longer, but was at
work carning his living,  (9) Thus salvation often
turns nen from idieness to industry, from need to
slf-support,

9. He is like him. Ilis eyesight made such
a change in his countenance and bearing that it
was not strange that some doubted whether he
could be the same man, Indeed, he was not the
same man, but ** anew creature.”  (10) And as is
everyone who has come to the light of life. T am he.
Whether others knew it or not, he knew that
he was the same man, though changed. (11) Bleswd
| is that consciousness upon the soul of the one who his

received gospel light !

10-11. How were thine eyes opened?
The testimony of personal experience is always
interesting, even though it be in illiterate, un-
| trained words. The story of the soldier in battle,
of the shipwrecked sailor, of the converted soul,
L out of sin into righteousness will always be lis-
| tened to.  He answered. There was no hesi
tation in his answer. (12) And there showld Ix
| none in ours as we tell the old, old story, which is ai-
ways new, A man. « « o called Jesus. Rather
*“the man,” one who was well known,  (13) Let o
oue converted by Christ be ashamed to own his Lord.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

The incident of this lesson followed closely
upon the occurrences recorded in the preceding
chapter. The controversy between Jesus and
the Jews ended in their attempt to stone him.
He escaped and passed out of the temple, his
disciples joining him. On the way, probably
near the temple gate, they came upon a blind
man who sat and begged.

Speeulative and sympathetic view of suffering. The
blind man presented a conerete case of human
misfortune. Christ’s disciples saw him with
eyes very much the same as those with which
people in general regarded im. His affliction
was a judgment, It was due to sin—but whose,
his own or his parents? Their interest was
simply speculative, They held to a traditional
theory about suffering ; how did this case iit into
that theory ? There is much of this kind of in-
terest in kuman wretchedness now. It is viewed
as a “sociological phenomenon,” and we are
rather proud of the high-sounding terms. A
concrete case of misery interests us in its bear-
ings upon certain theories. We ask, as we look
on a helpless man, “Is he a degenerate? 1s his
condition due to heredity or environment?”
And then, when we have classified him in our

sociological cabinet to our own satisfaction, we
probably do as the priest and the Levite, pass by
on the other side, and leave the man in his
wretchedness.  In contrast with this, Christ's
view of suffering was always sympathetic, and
he approached human misery always with the
extended hand.

The higher providence. Jesus swept the falsc
major premise from under this theory of suffer-
ing out of which the disciples’ question sprang.
They said, “ All misfortune is a judgment for
sin.” All they were entitled to say was, *Some
calamities are punishments for sin; some ar¢
not.,”” This case was of the latter kind. The
man’s blindness was due neither to his own sin
nor that of his parents. It belonged to a higher
category, It was an instance of “God’s higher
providence ”—* that the works of God should be
made manifest in him,” Do we say that it is
unjust for God to shut a man up in darkness
from birth in order that he may get glory to him-
self by giving him sight later on? If that were
all, yes. But suppose that by temporary suffer-
ing God prepares a man for a great opportunity,
and lifts him to an exalted position of power as
a witness to truth? Will such a man, looking
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back up-n the suffering, say God was unjust ¥ organizations which we have to-day do not have
Wil he wut thank him, rather? This man’s ap- [ his approval.  On the contrary, they are the di-
parent calamity was, in fact, his distinguished | rect products of his Gospel, But he left organi-
opportunity. Through blindness he was brought | zation to men, even the organization of his
to know the Bon of God. And who can measure | Church,  His mission was to inspire benevalent
the faith-inspiring influence which his testimony | impulse ; to create such a conception of the value:

has exerted on the minds and hearts of men? | of human life, and awaken such compassion .

His confident words, “One thing I know, that, | for the unfortunate that men would be under an
whereas I was blind, now I see,” have been the | inner compulsion to do philanthropic work.
best expression of the certitude of Christian ex- | But we cannot doubt that he intended his ex-
perience for all time, The case of Lazarus is ‘ ample to impress us with the importanee of in-

similar to this. (8ce chap. 11. 4.) | dividual ministry, the necessity for the “per
| sonal touch of love.” After all our hospitals,
A BOLILOQUY, and dispensarics, and orphanages, and asylums,

Verses 4, 5. Having answered the mis- | and homes how vast is the sum of wretchednoss
conceived question of his disciples, Jesus spoke | and misfortune outside of them that appeals to
rather to himself than to those who were with " our compassionate pity! Our best opportuni-
him. He waits a moment to talk with his own | ties are still and will ever be like this one which
heart, and set certain great things clearly before i came to Jesus as * he passed by.”
his own soul, before he gives sight to the blind| A clear witness. This man was not simply
man, First of all, he reminds himself, “T must | prepared by blindness to be a subject (or
do the works of him that sent me.” e never | Christ’s healing power—there were many others
lost gight of that obligation. He felt it and ex- | who would have served that purpose. He was
pressed it at the age of twelve, when in the ten- | mentally and morally prepared to comprehend
ple he said to his mother, “ Wist ye not that 1 | and appreciate the miracle and bear immortal
must be about my Father's business?” It \\us‘ll'slilllmly to his Deliverer.  Others were in
a passion that dominated him when he entered | doubt about his identity, but he said distinetly,
qupon his ministry.
Jacob's well, “ My meat is to do the will of | —the clay, the washing, the sight. He realized
him that sent me, and to finish his work " (chap. [ the moral and logical force of the miracle,
4.34). And when he reached the end he \\'us! “If this man were not of God, he could de
able to say to his Father, *“I have finished the ; nothing” (verse 33). 8o Nicodemus thought
work which thou gavest me to do” (chap. 17, 4). ‘ when he had seen the miracles which Christ did
Then the limitations of time within which his (chap. 3. 2). The rulers could not confuse this

ITe said to his disciples at|*“1amhe.” He knew Jjust what had been done *

work must be done came in upon him, “The | man, nor frighten him. Ie was brave enough, *

night cometh when no man can work.” Ilis | to the extent of being cast out of the syna-
work, as ours, had to be done within limits of gogue, to stand up for his Restorer. And
time. He had time enough for all the works for | when Jesus declared himself to be the Son of

which the Father sent him provided he did the | God, and called upon him to believe on him as -

work of each hour as it came to him ; time | such, he was wise enough to recognize that one

enough, but no surplus. It is so with us. The capable of giving sight to a man blind from his

saddest element which death holds for a lover of | birth must be incapable of lying; he said unro-
men is the fact Lat it ends all his work for re- servedly, ** Lord, I believe,” and devoutly wor-
lieving human misery. The great English philan- | shiped him.
thropist, the Earl of 8haftesbury, said. “ When ¢
I consider how old Iam, and that T must soon Thoughts for Young People.
die, I feel that I eannot bear to leave this world
with all the misery in it.” The philanthropist Pictures of a Soul’s Salvation.

always feels this sadness of the coming *“ night,” | 1. The first picture is that of a sinvier, in his condi-
and hastens his work. Jesus felt it. Then there | tion from birth; a condition of imperfection
came to him, in the presence of that blind man, | and incompleteness, with one side of his nature:
the thought he had just been announcing to the undeveloped ; a condition of blindness, unable
Jews, that he was ‘“the light of the world.” | to see or to know what sight is, just as a sinner
Here was a soul shut out from the light of the | has no true conception of what salvation is; a
sun—he would open the windows and let |condition of helplessness and poverty, How
glory in) many are just in such a state as this blind

The personal touch. Jesus did not organize [ man |
charities and benevolent societies. Notthat such | 2. 7he neat picture is that of a Saviour. He saw
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e diind man when the man knew it not ; he
felt for him not in curiosity, but in yearning
sympathy ; he perceived the glorious possibilities
@ him, of which others were ignorant; he
maced bimself in contact with him, and in that
wach was power. 8o Christ comes to darkened
aoals, that he may bring them into light.

3. The thivd picturve is that of the seeker, 1e did

mut eavil nor question, but obeyed. He let the
Savioar put clay on his face, walked through the
stzeets, washed in the pool.  And in doing
‘Marist’s will with unquestioning faith he found
L.
4. The forrth picture is that of the saved man,
HRewas transformed into*‘a new creature,” so that
ald wequaintances scarcely knew him ; there was
siasight, “ Now I see ;" there was assurance, just
as Bhe- soul knows it has been forgiven ; there
was gratitude, for see how many times he re-
peated the story of his healing ; there was con-
fession: of Christ in the face of opposition,
Eluw clear the illustration of one who has been
soved by the power of Christ !

Qrmentalisims of the Lesson.

Or. Tristram says that, though blindness is the
wramonest aflliction of the East, owing to the cli-
by, the fine sand, and the flies which convey the
wolsetivn of ophthalmia, yet instances of persons
wjpoare born blind are as uncommon as among
earselves.  We are a little surprised at the asser-
sioo of Dr. Tristram that he could not find any
definite teaching of the rabbis on the point of
transmigration of souls; he thinks it was not
believed among them in the time of Christ, but
that it assumed a definite form among the Es-
seaes at a later date.  But there can be no doubt
of the prevalent belicf among the Jews that sick-
mess. was the punishment of sins committed
either Dy the sufferer himself or by his relatives ;
heoce 1t was almost always attributed to the ac-
tion of the evil spirits, and the whole science of
medicine eonsisted in little besides discovering
ihe Dest method of exorcising the demons,
The Kealing art was simply exorcism, and all sorts
o methods were used, the most common of
which was incantation.

Stapfer says : “It was not the most educated
wan who was competent in this work of benevo-
Mace, but the most religious—the more pious a
man was the more fit was he to heal the sick and
thus fo east out the evil spirit. The Pharisees
cavilled with the blind man, saying that he could
mot bave beeen healed by Jesus, because they
inew Lim to be a sinner. Everyone practiced
the art of healing, as best he could, for himself
apd for those who belonged to him. Rabbis,

seribes, and doctors of the law undertook the
casting out of demons, and some of them were
supposed to be very skillful in the art.”

Our resources are limited to archaological re-
search and folklore in attempting to ascertain
the notions which were prevalent in the times of
Christ in regard to spittle, Cyclopedias and
commentaries for the most part ignore the topic.
The Hindu notion of saliva is that it is unclean,
and throughout the East, everywhere, not only
is it an indignity to spit upon a person, but in
the presence of a person. Strangely enough,
side by side with these notions, we find the skill
of physicians or the enchanter increased by the
application of spittle for exorcising the evil
spirit of disease. The ceremony of giving the
forename to the Roman child was accompanied
by the custom of the nurse touching its lips and
forechead with spittle, and in numerous illustra-
tions of the Rituale Romanwm, we find classical
lustration by spittle, In the Greek Church the
priest touches with his spittle the ears and nos-
trils of the infant or catechumen, saying, “Eph-
phatha ™ (be opened).

Instances are given by Pliny where saliva
was used as a remedy for ophthalmia ; and the
cure of a blind man by Vespasian, by anointing
the eyes with spittle, is mentioned by Latin his-
torians. Among the Bedouin over the Arabian
desert belief in the healing properties of spittle
still obtains ; and numerous instances are given
in the rabbinical writings showing that saliva
was the popular remedy for sore eyes. Among
the Jews, however, what is called ‘“the fasting
spittle” is one of the most trusted forms of
remedies to this day. By the “ fasting spittle
is meant the saliva of one who has not yet broken
his fast for the day. This *fasting spittle " is
not only believed to be peculiarly efficacious all
over the East, but the notion is found more or
less throughout Europe as far away as in Scot-
land.

Clay was occasionally used to repress tu-
mors on eyelids, The use of these popular cus-
toms by Jesus is beautifully set forth by Godet
in his commentary on John, but they do not, as
Farrar says, detract from the splendor of the
miracle, nor does the other popular notion that
there was healing powerin ‘‘ the waters of Shiloah
that go softly ” as in other intermitting springs.
The Moslems have always reckoned Siloah as
one of the two fountains of paradise.

There may be no special force in the phrase
that this blind man “sat ** where he begged, but
the Rev. William Ewing says no oriental will stand
to do anything he can do sitting down. He says
an Arab does not ask, * Where do you live?”
but “ Where do you sit ?”" These oriental beg-
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gars have places which cach preempts for him-
selfy as his spot 1o sit on while soliciting alms,
and thus they become known in connection with
their locality.  Hence the people say of this
man, ‘“Is not this he who and begged He
was familiarly known by the location on the tem-
ple steps or somewhere clse where he was always
the occupant,

By Way of Illustration,

Verses 2, 3. 8in and its consequences are not
of God, but they afford him an opportunity of
manifesting forth the glory of his grace, just as
the death of Lazarus afforded an Opportunity
for Jesus to display the glory of God, If we
cateh this spirit from Jesus and profit by his
lesson, we shall always look upon sinners not
with a curious eye, as to how they became such,
but with a loving eye, with the purpose of help-
ing them out of sin into salvation, —Bible Studics.

Verse 6. The power to save is not inthe mere
preaching of the word with which we canonly,
ag it were, anoint the eyes of the blind and touch
the ears of the deaf, but in the Holy Spirit, sent
down from heaven to conviet and convert,
Nevertheless, we are to anoint blind eyes with
the eyesalve of the word, and speak that word
in the ears of sinners, and lay it like a tender
hand of sympathy on the sinful souls of men,
while we count on the divine power to save in
connection with it.—Ziutecost,

Verse 7. Christ sent the man away from him-
self, the only light of the world, to find the light.
And low often it happens that when we goto
Jesus inquiring for some explanation, gome im-
portant disclosure, he sends us away to some
task apparently without any connection with
the knowledge we are secking!  Ile sent the
blind man to the pool to test his faith and obedi-
ence.  Light, knowledge, are not always to be
had for the mere asking. Sometimes they are
involved in onr obedience to some unrelated
duty S. Tead. -
Verses 8, 9, The circumstance that he had

andoned Lis occupation as a begear called at-
tention to the marvelous change in him,
change in condnot is what the world usually
notices first in those to whom spiritual eyesight
is given.  And such a change occasions debate,
as in this case. I knew a manufacturer who
was converted, and almost the first notice I had
of the fact was from one of his workmen who
told me that he had immediately enlarged the
drum on which his goods were measured so as
to make the fact correspond with the labels,—
Q. W. Clark,

Verse 11, The argumentative value of experience.

‘fus that of his Lord.
A
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[ This man, blind from his birt?
lume from his birth, who wus b iled at the
called * Beautiful,” had one thing in common
They knew. The first knew that he saw, how
ever men might cavil about the how and he
doer. The second knew, as he walked and wped
and praised God, that those withered {o o1, unused
for over forty years, were made whole,  Ang
the others, seeing the man that wie iy aled standg
ing with them, could say nothing agzainst i, 1
[means a great deal when the wouths of soeh
cavilersare stopped,

| Facts are the unanswerabl argument i faver
: of Christianity, The changes which Christunity
,h;m wrought in the world, showing cverywhere
| the superiority of Christian nations, are argw
ments which infidelity cannot answer. — Bushoy,
U, W, Warren,

e the e g qle

|
|

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

It is better to know one good thing well than
to know a great many things only partially well
The man who thoroughly understands one kinit

| of business, even if he knows very litlle else.
gets on in a business way better than the o
| who knows a little about everything, but is mas
"ln-r of nothing, These are days in which spe
(cialists are in demand. To succeed well n
!mrninz one’s living in the crowded markets of
| the world it is nee Ary now to select one branch
of trade, art, or profession, and so devowe 1ime
and preparation to it as to become an ¢ Npwrt,
and be able to say, “One thing I know O
of the distinguished generals in the wax
said, “ The success in war matters, or any other
matters, worth the name, waits on preporat on
{and the right man in an important place is the
| man who has learned how beforehand.

There is no branch ot knowledge in which e

I pays so well to be a speci
knowledge. The ma
‘:l'ﬁ'.l“'\' only what in

late

list as in spiritwl
ity of Christiame haye
sceular learning we «all
attering” of truth, They are not, there
fore, very successful in the business of iw
| Christians, A Christian’s business is Lhe nome
Jesus said, “1 st b
about my Father's business,” and he tells ue
what that is when he 8, * The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me because he hath anointed me
to preach the gospel to the poor: he hath sens
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach delives
ance to the eaptives, to set at lit rty thein that
are bruiged, to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord.”  To be successful in such a greal busi
ness as that we indeed need to he spoecialists in
spiritual things. The *“ one thing I know,” Cheis
tian 1s the kind the world has need of for cons

b

fort and heip,
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1 heard Mr. Stud, the young English evangelist,
say that once in crossing the ocean he was argu-
ing with a man about the truth of Christianity,
talking for hours withoul any impression upon
the doubter’s mind. Finally he said : “1 cannot
convince you; I wish 1 could. But one thing 1
%now, that once I had & restless, unsatisfied soul,
and since I have found Jesus Ihave a quiet mind,
a heart at peace, and a sceret joy different from
anything the world ever offered me.”

“ Well,” said the other, “*if you have that, you
are & lucky fellow, for we are all secking that :
and if your religion gives it to you, I am quite
ready to say it is a good thing, and I would like
to have it mysclf.”

Spiritual consciousness may be, and should be,
4is distinet an experience as the passing of this
man from lifelong blindness to clear sight. We
are born blind spiritually. ** The natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the 8pirit of Gaod, for they
awe foolistimess unto himj neither can he know
them, because they ure spiritually discerned.”
“The process of recovery is the sane for us as for
thiz man. Hecould not see Jesus, but Jesus saw
him. Jesus touched his eyes to make him con-
scioae that he was near.  Ile touches us through
sorrow, sickness, adversity, preaching,teaching—
all fife's varied experiences—so that we begin to
think of him and realize hus presence.  The man
was obedient, following the light he had, and
using the means of cure as Jesus bade him.  So

aal sight grows clear as we use the means:
— reading the Bible, prayer, the services of the
ehurch—in all of which we find the restoring
power of Christ, who commands their use,

€1, what visions we have of this life and the
tife beyond when our blind eyes are opened by
she tonch of Jesus! “Thine eyes shull see the
Kingin his beauty ; they shall behold the land
that is very far off.”

Clear sight, and far sight!
miuo eyes that I may see,

Lord, open thou

‘The Teachers' Meeting.

Read earefully the Explanatory and Practical
Notes, and the Thoughts for Youngz People, in
which we have endeavored to show the spiritual
deachings of this incident....Read also carefully
ahe whole chapter, which presents the peculiar
wharactoristics of John's narrations, and is full
ol intor ...Find in the lescon three treaits of a
sinn (1) Blindness; (2) Poverty ; (3) Help-
Fessme ..Find here four traits of Christ:
{1} Ris iodividual notice; (2) His sympathy ;
¥3} His helpfulness; (4) 1is power. Show how
ahese fraits are shown now in every conversion
@f @ soul....Find here the requirements for a
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sinner's conversion: (1) He must come in con-
tact with Christ ; (2) 1le must obey ; (3) Hemust
confess Christ....Find also the traits of a saved
soul: (1) Transformation; (2) Assurance, cer-
tainty of conversioni (3) Gratitude; (4) Testi-
mony ; (5) Steadfastness under opposition.

Ul'l'IUN'l, HYMNS,

Come with thy sins to the fountain,
There's a gentle voice within,

"Tis the promise of God,

A wonderful joy and salvation.
Thanks be to God.

Sing the praise of him forever,
0O sing the power of love divine.
I bring my sins to thee,

Jesus Christ is passing by,
Jesus, I eome—I come for light.

Blackboard.

Jesus is the Lizht of the World, 1Tis mission
on earth was not only to be light to the secing,
but also “to open the blind eyes.,” Jesus lives
and lights to-day. Those who once were blinded
by sin have “seen the Light, and those who be-
lieve and follow him are constantly enlizhtened
by his presence. The testimony of the blind man
is the experience of the ehildren of light to-day :
“ Whereas I was blind, now I see,”
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ii, page 81. Ellicott, Life of Christ, page %31,
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Sermons, pages 249-254,
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GOLDEN TEXT. Iam the good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
John 10, 11,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

{Study the whole chapter ; also compare Psa, 23 ;
Heb, 13,20, und 1 Pet. b, 4.]

John 10. 1-16. [Commit to memory verses 14-16,

1 Verily, verily I say unto you, He that enter- |
cth mot by the door into the sheepfold, but |
climbeth up some other way, the sume is a thief
and a robber,

2 But _he that entereth in by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep, ‘

3 To him the porter opencth ; und the sheep
hear his voice : and he calleth his own sheep by |
name, and leadeth them out., |

4 And when e putteth forth his own sheep, he
zoeth before them, and the sheep follow him ; tor
they know his voic

5 And a stranger will they not follow, hut will
flee from him; for they know not the voice of
strangers,

6 This parable gpake Je'sus unto them: but
they understood not what things they were which
he gpake unto them,

7 Then said Je'sus unto them again, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the
sheep,

8 All that ever came before me are thieves and
robbers : but the sheep did not hear them.

9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he
£hall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find
pasture,

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy: 1 am come that they
might have life, and that they might have if more
abundantly,

11 I am the good shepherd : the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep.

12 But he that is a hireling, and not the shep-
herd, whose own the sheep are no , seeth the
wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth ;
and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the
sheep.

13 The hireling flecth, because he is a hireling,
and careth not for the sheep,

14 Tam the good shepherd, and know my sheep,
and am known of mine |

15 As the Father knoweth me, even go know 1 |
ll'm Father: and I lay down my life for the
sheep.

16 And other sheep T have, which are not of |
this fold : them also I must bring, and they shall |
hiear my voice ; and there shall be one fold, and
<ne shepherd,

|

REVISED VERSION,

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that enter-
¢th not by the door into the fold of the sheep,
but climbeth up «ome other way, the same
is a thief and a robber. But he that enter-
eth in by the door is the shepherd of the

# sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the
sheep hear his voice : and he calleth his own
sheep by name, and leadeth them out,  When
he hath put forth all his own, he goeth before
them, and the sheep follow him: for they

5 know his voice.  And a stranger will they not
follow, but will flee from him : for they know

b not the voice of strangers, This parable spake
Je'sus unto them: but they understood not
what things they were which he spake unto
them,

Je'sus therefore said unto them again, Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of

3 the sheep. All that came before me are thieves
and robbers : but the sheep did not hear them,
Iam the door: by me if any man enter in, he
shall be saved, and shall go in and go out,
and shall find pasture,  The thief cometh not,
but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy :
I came that they may have life, and may have
it abundantly. 1 am the good shepherd : the
good shepherd layeth down his life for the
sheep,  Ie that is a hiveling, and not a shep-
herd, whose own the sheep are not, behold-
et the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep,
and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and

13 scattereth them : he fleeth because he is a hirve-
14 ling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the
good shepherd ; and I know mine own, and

| 15 mine own know me, even as the Father know-

¢th me, and T know the Father; and I lay

16 down 1ay life for the sheep,  And other sheep
I have, which are not of this fold: them also
I must bring, and they shall hear my voice ;
and they shall beeome one flock, one shep-
herd,
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Time.—Probably A, D, 20, Place.—i"roh
ably the immediate vicinity of Jerusalen
erse—llerod in Galilee; Pilate in Juc

Home Readings,

M. Christ the Good Shepherd,  John 10, 1-10,

Tu. Christ the Good Shepherd. John 10 11-18,
W, Safety of the shecp,  John 10, 10-51,

1, 1-10,

. 11-18,

Th. Nireling shepherds,

F.  Seeking and feeding.
8. Safe folding. Ezek. :
S. My Shepherd, Psa.

Lesson

No. 275, New Canadiin Hymnal,

pherd lead ns,
'thy tenderest care,

Saviour, like a s]
Much we nee

No. 280, New Canalian Hymnal,

Jesus, tender Fhepherd, hear me,
Bless thy liggle lamb to-night,

No. 307, New €

Alas! and
And did

adian Hymnal.

id my Saviour bleed?
y Sovereign die?

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLA RS,
1. The Sheepfold, v. 1-6.

What work of healing had Jesus performed
shortly before he told this parable

What sort of spiritaal leaders had Jesus de-
clared the Pharisces to he ?

What can you tell concerning an oriental sheep-
fold?

What peculiar instinct have oriental sheep #

What sort of persons doe

sus declare t.ose

bidl ! to be who climb into the sheepfold ?

Who is he who enters by the door?

and preachers who reject Jesus ?

What does Paul say about the only way of sal-
vation ¥
A ITow do the sheep regard the she
How do they regard “a str

rd ¥

What lessons may we learn from ths coneern-
ing our relations to our spirvitaal instructors ¢

Why could not the Pharisces understand ¢ the
things he spake unto them? "
2. The Door of the Sheep, v. 7-10,

Who is the “ door of the sheep ¥

What does “ come before me ™ mean ¢

Were Isaiah or John the Baptist *“thieves ' or
“robbers?”
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Rul-

What does this teach us concerning teachers |

{ Why did Jesus come ¥
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ITow can “any man ™ be saved ?
‘ What spiritual trath is taught by the phrase
| “shall find pasture? ™
For what does the thief come ¥
{ For what does Christ come ?
3. The Good Shepherd, v. 11-106,
Who is the Good Shepherd ?
To what divine relationship does Jesus com-
pare the intimacy of the “Good Shepherd ™ and
[ his sheep in ve 14,152
What other sheep has Jesus ?
What true bond of union is there between all
| Christians ?
Teachings of the Lesson.

| Find evidence in this lesson—

' 1. That Christ’s people know and obey his
voice,

‘ 2. That teachers who deny Jesus are false
teachers,

| 8 That Chirist laid down his life for us.

| 4. That Jesus recognizes all those who hear his
voice,

5. That Christian teachers who work micrely

for hire are not to be trusted,

|
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
;* SCHOLARS,
| 1. 'The Sheepfold, v. 1-6,
| Who is here called a thicf and a robber ?
| Who is the shephierd of the sheep ¢
Who at once know the shepherd ?
| Whom does he know by name ¥
| Why do the sheep follow the shepherd ¢
Whom will they not follow, and why ¥
What form of teaching was Jesus using #
How well was he understood ¥
2. The Door of the Sheep, v. 7-10.
Who is the Door of the sheep ¥
What were they who eame before lim ¢
What would they find who entercd the true
door?
Whom may we find by this door? Eph. 2 s,
3. The Good Shepherd, v, 11-16,
Why does the thief visit the sheepfold ¥

Who is the Good Shepherd ¢ GoLpex Tewr,
How did he show that he was sueh ¥
How does the hireling act when in dang o
Why does the hireling flee ?

What knowledge marks the Good Shephioed
What says Jesus about other sheep ¢

Practical Teachings.

Were honest scckers of teath, like Socrates, | Where in this lesson are we taught—
robbers ?

But how would Christ class teachers who in
the fall light of the Gospel day antagonize Lim ¢

1. That Jesus is the only Saviour ¥
2. That Jesus died to save us ?
3. That Jesus wiil save all who trust him ¢
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QUENTIONS FOR YOUNGER THE LENSON CATECHINM,
SCHOLA RS, (For the entire school,)
In what land did Jesus live v In Palestine. 1. How is the shepherd of the sheep known?
What kind of a country was it* Rough and  He ¢ entereth in by the door.*?
rocky in many places, 2. How ig the thief and the robber ke ?
What was a common business there ¥ Keepa He ¢ climbeth up some other way.**
ing sheep, | 3« Who is the door? The Lord J:sus
What was the sheepfold like ? Christ.
Who called himself the door ¥ 4. What elseishe? The Good Shepherd,
Why will the sheep follow him ¢ 5. What is the GoLpeN Text? ¢“Iam the,”
Does the shepherd lead or drive the sheep ? | ete. .
Did the disciples understand the parable about 6. What does Jesus say concerning his shic p?
the sheep ? They did not. “I know my sheep, and am known of
What did he mean by the fold?  The | mine.*?
Church, . e
Who can enter the fold and be sufe* Those NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,
who love and follow Jesus. . 59. Al;(vr what manffer hath our Lord taug: 1 us
g : " t 0 Pra;
Why did Jesus die for his sheep? Beeause “ll)u}r Father, whigh art in heaven, hallowe: ho
he loved them. Thy name. Thy kifigdom corre. Thy will be cose
, 166 i 5s ' B 1 |in carth, as it is jh heaven. Giveus this di: o1
What does he give to his sheep? Eternal | daily bread.  Andf forgive us ouy trespasses, s v
lifes forgive them tYfit trespass against us. And ool
How does the G Shanhieid cano ¢ he chil- | s not into te [llllllion. but deliver us fron: evil:
ow does the Good Shepherd care for the chil- | op Thine if the kingdom, the power, ane the
dren?  He gathers them with his arm. | glory, for evfr and ever. Amen.”

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Shepherd and ¥is Sheep.
I. Tue SHEPHERD, Voice of my beloved,  Sol. Song 2. =,
1. Entereth in by the door, v. 2. Hear....soul shall live. Isa. b5, 3.
Lo, I come, DPsa. 40, 7
I am the way. John 14, 6.
2 Calleth his own sheep, v

2. Know his voive, v, 4,
Know the joyful sound, Psa, 80, 1.
We know him. 1 John 2, 3-6,

S Follow him. v, 4,
My soul followeth. Psa. 63, &
Follow his steps, 1 Pet, 2, 21.

I know thee by name,
Knoweth them. 2 Tim. 2. 10,
Leadeth then out. v, 3,
Feed his flock. Isa. 40, 11,
S :}‘;"‘::‘h”;“ ::) ‘i“ :\II,I.‘. AL Believe. ... be saved,  Acts 10
& By grace are ye saved. Eph, ..

o Shall be saved, v, 9,

A ransom for many. Matt, 20, 2%,
Christ died for us,  Rom. 5. X, B Shall find pasture.

. Other sheep. .. .must bring. v. 16, ‘ In green pastures,
Hath made both one, Eph. 2. 14, Iu heavenly places,
Neither Greek nor Jew.  Col. 3. 11, b, Shall be one fold, v,

1. Tne Spee Fellow-citizens,  Epl
L dlear his voice. v, 3, Fellow-heirs,  Eph,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

There is a closer connection between this lesson and the last one than appears upon the sur-
face of the story, The blind man whom Christ had healed had been cast out of the synagogue hy
the Pharisees simply because he persistently declared his belief that his healer was a prophet.
By their spirit they showed that they were not the true shepherds of the people, In this allegory
Christ rebukes their conduct. He shows the difference between the hireling who serves for gain.
the robber who plunders the flock, and the shepherd who leads his sheep into green pastures
and lays down his life in their defense. e brings before us the picture of the oriental sheep-
fold—not a covered building, but a rude inclosure open to the sky, surrounded by stone walls
overtopped with thorn bushes, and entered by a single doorway. In this yard a number of flocks
are kept at night, guarded by the porter and his doz. In the morning the shepherds come, and
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each in turn stands in the doorway and gives a call to his own sheep. In the huddled mass each
member of his flock hears the summons, and follows after his own shepherd until flock after
flock has left the fold, each wending its way over the meadows to its own pasture, with the shep-
herd at its head. The man who at midnight seeks to climb the wall shows himself to be a rob-
ber ; the shepherd who leaves his sheep in their hour of need is no true shepherd, but a hireling ;
while he who owns and knows each one of his sheep is ready to die in their defense. The Savionr
shows by this illustration that he is at once the Door by which cach one enters the fold, and the

Good 8hepherd, who lays down his life for the sheep,

Verse 1. Verily, verily. “Amen, amen,”
the usual opening to a significant saying of
Jesus reported only by John, e that en=
tereth. This is a parable, yet differing in form
from most parables, and especially in the double
application of both * the door” and * the shep-
herd” to Jesus (verses 7,11). Not by the door,
During the day the sheep are pastured at a dis-
tance, but at evening they are brought home to
the village or city for safety, and are gathered in
a fold, which is often a cave. The shepherd
stands beside the entrance, and as each sheep
enters he keeps the tally by touching one more
notch on his staff.  When all are within he takes
his position outside as night watchman, The
sheepfold, In the parable the fold seems to
ropresent the Church of Christ, which contains
within its invisible lines all true believers, Some
other way. Any person trying to enter the
fold elsewhere than through the door ghows by
that act that he has some evil intent,

2. Entereth in by the door. By the same
door both the sheep and the shepherd enter,
and that door, as expluined below, is Christ,
through whom alone is given entrance into the
Church of the redeemed in ecarth and heaven,
The shepherd of the sheep. Or “ashep-
herd,” as in the margin of the Revised Version ;
the true pastor or leader of the flock of Christ
whether a minister in the pulpit or a teacher in
the Sunday school,

3. To him the porter openeth, It is not
necessary to find w meaning in every part of the
parable (though strictly speaking this is not a
parable) ; but the porter may represent either
the controlling body in the Church or the
Holy 8pirit, by whom the Church is guided.
The sheep hear his voice. The sheep in this
parable are not the members of the organized
earthly Church, of which some are good and
some arc bad, but the true followers of Christ,
whose names are written in heaven., These have
an instinctive perception of truth, and recognize
the one who utters it. (1) Are you one of Clrist’s
true flock? Tis own sheep by name, In the
last every member of the flock has an individu-
ality to the shepherd. He knows each one, and
can call it by name. One reason for this is that
he is responsible for each sheep intrusted to him,

| and must make it good to the owner if it is lost.
(2) So our Shepherd has each one of our names writ-
[ten on his hand. (3) So, too, should each umder
shepherd, whether a pastor or a teacher, have a per-
| sonal acquaintance with each soul under his care,

4. He putteth forth.  We see no reason for
making the * putting forth » from the sheepfold
| an emphatic part of the parable, or to draw
| spiritual lessons from it, *A parable must not
| be made to go on all-fours,” says an old com-
! mentator,  In a true sewse the flock of Christ is
never outside the fold of the true Church, He
goeth before them. Among us the shepherd
and his dogs drive the poor, frightened, ignorant
sheep,  But the oriental shepherd always walks
in front, and they follow him, no matter how
| tempting the grass may be along the way. The
| sheep follow him. “ Christ leads us through
: no darker rooins than he went through before,”
| —Richard Durter. Wherever we go our Master
goes too, Ile has felt all that we feel. They
i know his voic How may we know the voice

of the Lord as distinct from onr own imaginings

or the strange utterances of false teachers? By
| its harmony with Secripture, with the mature
| judgment of the Church, and with the inner light
| withinus. (4) We must keep our hearts in tune if
we would recoynize our Master's call,
5

m ¢ of the true shepherd, but speaks out
of his own will.  Will flee from him. When
) a strange voice uses the shepherd’s call it fills the
| flock with alarm, and they run hither and thither
{in a blind way. Says St. Paul, “He that is
spiritual judgeth all things,”

G. This parable. Better as in the margin of
I the Revised Version, ““ This proverb ;" for this is
: not a parable, but rather an allegory or a simili-
{tude. It is not to be interpreted in all its de-
tails, nor is unity of plan to be sought for., We
should fasten upon its prominent illustrative
)h-uchlngs, and not try to spiritualize its minor
| statements. They understood not. Not even
| the disciples of Jesus could understand the
decper spiritual truths of this “ parable,” and to
the Jews in general it was almost meaningless,
(5) Iow fortunate are we who veceive a clearer veve-
lation !

7. Then said Jesus. He went through the

5. A stranger. Anyone who has not the .
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allegory a second time interpreting its principal
clements. I am the door. The door through
which the sheep enter the fold, and through
which the shepherds come to the sheep, These
words, in Greek, may still be scen inscribed over
the inner door to the Mosque of St. Sophia,
which was built in the sixth century as a Chris-
tian church.

8. All that ever came before me. Not
those coming before Christ in time, as the Old
“T'estament, prophets, but those who placed them-
sclves before him us religious teachers, Such
were the scribes and Pharisces, who claimed to
be the authoritative expounders of the law.
Are thieves and robbers. Not “were,” us
would be the word if the reference were to
carlier teachers ; but “are ; showing that he is
speaking of the sclf-appointed rabbins of his
own time. The sheep did not hear them.
Many did hear these false teachers, and followed
them, but not those who possessed the spiritual
insight of the true believer.

9. By me if any man enter in. Through
faith in Christ as our Saviour we enter into his
fold, the invisible Church, Ie shall be saved.
Placed in a safe position, out of danger from
wolves, and sure of abundant pasture. Fine
pasture. The food of the spiritual nature
which they find who are in Christ. (6) e ncver
wants who belongs to the flock of Christ.

10. Thus far Christ has represented himself as
“the door;” now he shows another aspect of
the allegory, with himself as the shepherd, The
thief. The thief is the enemy who comes to
plunder and to destroy. Such were the priests
of that time who robbed the people: and the
Pharisees, who were planning to murder Christ,
and soon would persecute to the death his fol-
lowers, T am come, Not now as the door
through which others come, but as the great
Shiepherd, coming to lead and to feed the flock,
and to direet all his under shepherds, That
they might have life. That divine life,
satisfying and eternal, which Christ imparts,

I1. I am the good shepherd. Just as he
is the Son of man, embodying complete ideal
humanity, so he is the good Shepherd, uniting
in perfection the traits of all true shepherds,
€iiveth his life for the sheep. The oriental
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| shepherd must face the storms with his sheep,

und to find them when lost must fight with wild

| beasts and more dangerous robbers in their be-

half.

ours,

So our Shepherd gives up his life to save
(7) How clearly the cross ever stood in the
landscape bifore Christ!

12, 13, He that is a hireling, That is, a
hired man, working for his wages only. The
application is to ministers who preach the Gos-
pel for a living, instead of living to preach the
Gospel. Whose own the sheep are not. Al
he cares for the sheep is to secure his own living
whether the sheep are fed or whether they g
hungry. The wolf, Perhaps here representirg
Satun, the enemy of souls, or his agents, who
ever they may be,  Because he is a hireling.
To him the welfare of the sheep is as nothing,
and gain everything; while to the true shepherd
gain is nothing, and the sheep are everything,

14. Know my shcep. Te knew Simon
before he became Peter, and Nathanael under
the fig tree, and the woman by the well, and
Saul while he was yet a persecutor. He knows
cach one of us, with all our traits and imperfec-
tions, but with all our glorious possibilities
also.  Am Kknown of mine. Between each
diseiple and his Lord stretehes the invisible tel-
ephone wire of personal fellowship. e talks
with us, and we talk with him,

15. As the Pathers Notice how these two
verses are connected in the Revised Version,
“I know mine own, and mine own know me,
even as the Father knoweth me, and I know the
Father.”  The fellowship of the Father and the
Son i the fellowship of Christ and his Church, X
lay down my life, Notonly forthose disciples
who were following Jesus then, but for all who
have been diseiples since, did Jesus give his life.

16. Other sheep I have. Ilere is a plain
referenee to the Gentile world, in which were
many true scckers after God, They shall hear
my voice, As yet these Gentile scekers were
ignorant of their Shepherd, though unconscious-
Iy led by him. Soon they were to know him,
even as his Jewish disciples. One fold, The
Revised Version is far better, “one flock.”
There may be many folds in which Christ’s peo.
ple are gathered, but there is only one flock, and
only one great Shepherd.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

This chapter is the gospel antiphonal response
1o the shepherd psalm of David,  Between them
the angels sang a golden interlude to the shep-
herds on the Bethlehem hills that great night
when the Babe was born, While in verse 6 this
discourse of Christ is called a ** parable,” it is in

fuct an allegory. John does not record any of
Christ’s  teachings in the form of parables,
Verse 21 shows that this discourse was in close
connection with the miracle of giving sight to
the man born blind. The division between the
ninth and tenth chapters should have been at




verse 85 of the former, for the nareative is con-
tinuous from that point. 10 case of the former
blind man, whom the ruiers had cast out of the
synagogue (chap. 9. 33 —that is, excommunicated
—was the occasion of the representation of him-
selfas ** the good shepherd ™ by Jesus, These false
shepherds, who were in fact *thieves and rob-
bers,” had expelled this man from the fold over
which they assumed to have anthority because he
had recognized the voice of the true Shepherd and
believed on him.  To this cast-out memberof the
flock the Shepherd himself had gone and re-
vealed himself as “ the door of the sheep.™

The Many-sidedness of Christ.  Many metaphors
are necessary for many-sidedness,  Rhetorie
must serve, not hamper, teuath.  We have here
what is called a *mixed metaphor.”  Jesus rep-
resents himself as * the door™ wnd asthe “ shep-
herd.” No one word or figure is big enough to
express “all” that Christ was. All greatest meta-
phors together fall far short of fully telling us
what he was. Some of them seem contradictory,
but they are not ; they arce only views of his great-

ness from different angles,  For instance, he is

called, in relation to the great assizes of human
destiny, * Witness,” and *Advocate,” and
“Judge "—a very contradictory thing, according
to our small standards, Because Jesus was many
things he is given many names. Jesus is also
represented as at onee the High Pri who offers
the sacrifice and the sacrifice which is offered.
That looks like a contradiction, hut it is nev
theless a fact. 80 the ** door™ and the * shep-
herd.”
MORAL HIGIHWAYRY,

Verse 1. “Thicf and a robber.” These are
very strong words, full of dishonor and crime—
stronger in the orizinul terms than onr English
words. The Greek word Aptis, here vendered
“thief,” means literally stealer, in the meanest
and most contemptible sense,  We get our word
“kleptomania ™ from it—a disposition to petty
stealing become a disease, 1t is this word which
John applies to Judas, where he says of him,
‘“He was a thief, and had the The word
translated “robber™ is lestes, and means plun-

derer, or brigand, or highwayman. This is the
word applicd to Barabbas, * who was a robber,” |

whom the Jews desired Pilate 1o set free instead
of Jesus, o, Jesus taught, there are those who
sneak into the fold like contemptible pilferers, or
who violently break in like desperate highway-
men, That was a grievous areaignment of the
rulers of the Church, bat the detailed indictment
found in the twenty-third chapter of Matthew
abundantly sustains it. But the truth is vital for
the present day also.  Whoever comes to any po-
sition which gives him power over his fellow-
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nien, either in Church or State, except through
[the door of righteousness and honesty, or who
uses that power—whether he be school-teachior,
preacher, magistrate, or bishop—for his personal
ends, is a thief and a robber,  All seltishness hus
in it the spirit of bricandage.

The soul's hearing. Christ was  accustomed
often to conclude his teachings with the state-
ment, “If any man have ears to hear, let him
near.”  Ears of the sounl, that is, Soul-deafness
is beyond the help of the aurist,  The string of
a harp will respond in instant sympathetie vibra-
tions to a note from the string of another harp
keyed to the same piteh, but to no other. So
every sonl has its key, and will respond to every
voice that speaks in that key., Other voices it
will not hicar.  Jesas expressed one of the soul's
decpest laws when he said to Pilate, * Every one
that is of the truth heareth my voice™ (¢chap. 18.37).
And e made a terrible revelation of the cause of
the unbelief and hostility of the rulers of the
Jews when he said to them, “ Why do ye not un-
derstand my speech ? even hecause ye cannot
hear my word.  Ie that is of God heareth God's
words ; ye therefore hear them not, because ye
are not of God.™ If a man does not know the
voice of Christ, if his soul does not by an instant
responsive instinet recognize the truths in his
teachings and approve it as from God, it is be-
cause he himself is not of the truth,  If the voice
of Christ is to a man as the voice of a stranger, it
is because he does not belong to Christ’s fold, A
pure heart sces and hears God—a corrupt heart
cannot. A false heart will reject the truth be-
cause it is the trath, and will believe a lie be-
cause it is a lie, (Scechap. 5. 43: 8.45.) But the
essence of Christianity to the true disciple lies in
this—that Christ knows him and that he know-
Christ, even as sheep and shepherd know each
other,

SOME WORD STUDIES,

4. The Revised Version has *“when he

ir put forth all his own,” which is truer to th
nal, which has the word panta, “all,” and
indicates that the shepherd was careful to leave
none of his flock. The oriinal for * putteth
forth " is ekbale, and means strictly to “lay hol.!
upon™ and ‘“compel to go.”" The shepherd
;\\'unhl not leave the sluggish, the lazy, or tuc
| stubborn, but, if necessary, drew them out.

10. “To Kill” is thus?, and means lit-
crally “rush,” ta cause to **breathe hard,” and
| indicates the violence of the robber driving forth
| the sheep, in contrast with the shepherd, who
leads them forth. The contrast in purpose be
tween the robber and the shepherd appears in the
| fact that the one comes to ““ destroy ** (aposle?, to
| destroy), while the other comes “ that they might
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have life (zofn, life principle, not panchilng animal
life, a8 in verse 15), and that they might have it
more abundantly " (perisson, “*superabundantly,”
the same word which Paul uses in Eph. 8. 20,
translated “‘exceeding abundantly ),

11, The Greek word here translated
v good" is kalos, and, strictly, means ** beauti-
ful.” Agathos is the word which properly repre-
~ents the moral quality of goodness, and is the
one used by Christ in Luke 18. 18, Perhaps, as
one critic has suggested, we must combine the
two elements in order to get the full meaning,
und read the passage, “ 1 am the beautiful, good
shepherd.”

Thoughts for Young People.
The Shepherd and His Flock.

L. Christ has a flock in this world, and of that
tlock every believer is a member,

2. Christ has a fold for his flock—the Church,
with its care and protection, keeping out the
wolves and keeping in the sheep.

3. The flock of Christ has its enemies, either
open or secret; the thief and robber, secking
to plunder; the wolf, hungry to destroy ; the
stranger, who would mislead ; and the hireling,
who would neglect. Our only safety lies in keep-
ing close to the Shepherd.

4. Christ is the Good Shepherd of his flock. e
owns his sheep, for he has bought them with his
blood. He leads them by his voice ; he knows
each one of his many followers ; and for the ten-
derest lamb he is willing to lay down his life.

5. Christ has shepherds who are his helpers in the
care of his sheep. They enter the fold through
Christ the Door ; they have true fellowship with
their Master and with the sheep; they live to
lubor for the flock.

6+ Christ's flock have certain duties and privileges,
They enjoy communion with their Master; they
have sweet pasturage ; they are safe In his care %
and they submit to his will,

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

Dr. Thomson, in The Land and the Book, has
the following graphic picture of the necessity of
a shepherd’s care :

‘*Some sheep always keep near the shepherd

and are his special favorites. Each of them has
A name, to which it answers joyfully, and the
kind shepherd is ever distributing to such choice
portions which he gathers for that purpose,
These are the contented and happy ones, They
are in no danger of getting lost or into mischief,
nor do wild beasts or thieves come near them.
The great body, however, are mere worldlings,
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intent upon their own pleasures or selfish inter-
ests. They run from bush to bush, searching
for variety or delicacies, and only now and then
lift their heads to see where the shepherd is, or,
rather, where the general flock is, lest they get so
far away as to occasion remark in their little
community or rebuke from their keeper. Others,
again, are restless and discontented, jumping
into everybody’s field, climbing into bushes and
even into leaning trees, whence they often fall
and break their limbs, These cost tho good
shepherd incessant trouble, Then there are oth-
| ers incurably reckless, who stray far away and
are often utterly lost. 1 have repeatedly seen a
silly goat or sheep running hither and thither,
and bleating piteously after the lost flock, only
to call forth from their dens the beasts of prey,
or to bring on thc lurking thief, who quickly
quiets its cries in death.”

It is a little remarkable that the phrase * he
leadeth his sheep ” is interpreted by “he goeth
before them,” which is all that he does in the
way of leading them, for they follow wherever
he pleases to go. A great variety of paths
lead either to the meadows or the forests. It
is the business of the shepherd to find pasture,
and the sheep have to be trained not to turn
aside to cultivated fields ; but in a district where
there are large forests the shepherd does more
than merely go before them in order to feed
them. Here he is all day long busy cutting
down bushy trees and branches or bendi ng them
over that the sheep may eat the tender twigs and
leaves. Large parts of Carmel, Bashan, and
Gilead are covered with these forests, and count-
less flocks are led to graze upon them. The
sheep usually respond to the call of the shep-
herd, but if a stranger lift up his voice, they stop
short, raise up their heads, and, if he continue
to call, they will rush away frightened into a
stampede. In the summer months, upon the
cool heights of the mountains, the shepherds
sleep in the open air with their flocks, depend-
ing only for protection on the slight palisade of
thorn bushes. The shepherd naturally sleeps
lightly and depends upon his dogs, because wolves
abound, besides which fierce leopards and pan-
thers will sometimes attack folds, fearlessly de-
fying the shepherd himself. In the winter
months they are housed in low buildings of
stone. But cven here wild animals are some-
times fierce enough to attack them. Wolves
particularly grow bold and ravenous with the
increasing limitations of food available to them.
The sheep are no longer taken out in the night,
but are fed chiefly in the stables ; or,1f occasion-
ally taken away from the fold, it is only in
broad daylight, for wolves live by hunting, and .
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their attacks are chiefly in 1he night or in stormy
weather. Dr, Van Lennep says Kitto is at fault
in claiming that the true wolf is not at present
found in the Holy Land, and that the only spe-
cies there is too small to carry off a lamb or a
sheep. The full-grown male wolf is more than
thirty inches high, and they hunt in packs of
from six to twelve.

Godet, in his commentary on this chapter,
gives us the following about the porter. IHe
says: “A sheepfold in the East is not a cov-
ered building like our stables; it is a simple in-
closure, surrounded by a palisade or wall. The
sheep are taken into it in the evening, Severul
flocks are ordinarily brought together in such an
inclosure. The shepherds, after having commit-
ted them to the care of a common keeper, the
porter, who, during the night, is charged with
watching over their safety, return to their
homes ; in the morning they return and knock at
the door of the inclosure, which is strongly fas-
tened ; the keeper opens it.  Then they separate
each one his own sheep by calling to them, and,
after having gathered their flock, lead them to
pasturage. As for robbers, it is by climbing the
wall of the inclosure that they try to enter into
the fold.”

The distinetion between the mere hired man
employed to shepherd the flock and the shep-
herd who owns the flock he pastures is a signifi-
eant one in the East. It often happens that a
shepherd acquires property in some part of the
flock he tends, and sometimes may own very
large flocks, and yet not be wealthy enough to
hire all his flocks tended by others. A mere
hired man might not be so disposed to risk his
life, reaching over the precipices to recover a
fallen sheep, or to fight with wild beasts or rob-
bers, as the owner of the sheep might do.

By Way of lllustration.

Verses 1,10, 12, 13, The robber shepherds, The
imagery of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Zechariah was
very plainly in the mind of Jesus when he thus
characterized the Pharisees, They had *fed
themselves  instead of feeding the flock. They
had “scattered them” instead of folding them,
as in the case of this blind man whom they had
east out of the communion of God’s people.
They had ““slaughtered ” the poor flock and yet
“held themselves guiltless.” Stealthily as thieves
do, they had robbed the people of the true knowl-
edge of God, and violently as robbers they had
oppressed them and enriched themselves by
robbing widows’ houses, The people were, in

fact, as sheep without shepherds ; nay, worse, for
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the ghepherds had themselves become thieves and
robbers,— Bible Studies,

Verses 3-5. An American, traveling in Syria,
saw three shepherds bring their flocks to the
same brook, and the flocks drank together. One
shepherd arose and called out in Arabic, ** Follow
me.” His sheep came out of the common herd
and followed him. The next shepherd did the
same, and his also came out and followed him.
The American said to the remaining shepherd,
“Give me your turban, cloak, and crook, and
see if they won't follow me.” 8o he arose and
called out in good imitation of the shepherd’s
voice, “ Follow me,” but not a sheep moved an
inch. They knew not the voice of a stranger.

Verse 14, Christ was the discoverer of the in-
dividual, and he has never lost sight of the indi-
vidual he has found. The heathen viewed men
in the mass. The youth was taught that the
State was everything and the individual nothing.
The heathen view still prevails among heathen of
our day. They speak of “the masses,” and of
the men and women who do much of the world’s
work as ‘“‘hands.” Jesus knows neither the
“masses " nor *“‘hands.”” He knows individuals.
It is easy to be lost to men, but impossible to be
lost to God.—J. K. Tuitle.

An army comrade of mine who was with Ger
eral Sherman’s army in its northward marci
from Savannah told me of an incident which il-
lustrated in another way the magnitude of the
thought that every soldier had a personal individ-
uality. The army was passing along a lonely
roadway in North Carolina. A woman stood in
the doorway of her cabin and saw regiment after
regiment similar in appearance and dress pass
by, until as the thousands upon thousands came
and went, she said in wonderment, *“I reckon
you 'uns ain’t all got names.” It seemed to her
an impossibility that each soldier was a distinct
and recognized identity, It would have seemed
stranger yet to think that one man could know
each soldier there by name. To us comes the
assurance that Jesus knows his every disciple by
name, and that he daily and hourly speaks lov-
ing words of tenderness and counsel.—1 Hustrative
Applications.

Verse 16, An old Scotchman who had clung
vehemently to one of two small sects on oppo-
site-sides of the street, said, when dying: *‘The
street I am now traveling in has nae sides, and if
1 could live, T would preach purity of life mair,
and purity of doctrine less. The wranglings of
faith will ne’er be heard in the kingdom I am
nearing, and as love cements all differences, I'll
perhaps find the place roomier than I thought in
times past.”—Dean Stanley.
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Heart Talks on the Lesson.

There is nothing sweeter in all the blessed
book than the way the Lord speaks of himself as
our Shepherd and of us as his sheep. Those who
live in countries where large flocks are raised
understand this better than we who are not so
familiar with their ways. I read the other day a
description of getting several hundred sheep
into the ‘‘ corral,” as it is called in Spanish ; the
fold, we would say. They were such foolish
creatures. They were frightened by a storm of
wind, and instead of going quietly through the
door opened for them, they ran hither and
thither, tumbling over each other and making
such a noise with their bleating they could not
hear the shepherd calling them to the place of
shelter. I thought no wonder Jesus calls us
“sheep.” Foolish sheep we are, driven about
in wind and storm, hurting others and getting
hurt ourselves, drowning the voice of the Good
Shepherd in the confusion of our own.

David was a shepherd, and knew what tender
care the shepherd has for cach one of his flock, so
he summed up all good in saying, “The Lord is
my shepherd ; I shall not want.” Isaiah says, ‘‘ He
shall feed his flock like a shepherd; he shall
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in
his bosom.” What a picture is that of his loy ing
care for us! Too weak to walk, discouraged
and tired, he puts his arm around us and lays us
upon his heart. And what about the foolish
ones who wander from the fold? Does the
Shepherd forget? Te says, “As a shepherd
secketh out his flock in the day that he is among
his sheep that are scattered, so will I seek out
my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places
where they have been scattered in the cloudy and
dark day.” He cannot be content with the
ninety and nine in the fold while one is straying
outside,

Are you outside or inside of this blessed
door which shuts in all good and shuts out all
evil? If you are outside, be sure the Shepherd
is looking for you. His little black sheep, lost
in the wind and the rain, is the one he is most
anxious to find. e calleth his own sheep by
name. I have read that the Eastern shepherd
gives names to his sheep from some peculiarities
they have. For instance, “Limpy,” *Short-
foot,” “One Eye,” and when he calls they fol-
low in answer to that name, Perhaps the Good
Shepherd knows us by some defect, or lack of
gift or grace, which makes him especially tender
of us. Even so, if we are “his own sheep,” it
makes no difference by what name he leads us
out, for his leading surely brings us to green
pastures and beside still waters. And by and by
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his own name will be in our foreheads, and the

faults by which we were once distinguished
among his flock will belong to us no more for-
ever,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Make a careful picture of an oriental sheep-
fold—a low flat building, at one end of a stone-
walled yard, with sharp thorns on top of the
walls to keep away wolves and robbers ; of ori-
ental sheep, so different from our own in form
and habits—their docility and intelligence and
helplessness; of an oriental shepherd, leading the
sheep in the morning over the hillsides, tenderly
caring for them all day, at night calling his own
by name out of several mixed flocks, and guid-
ing them back to the fold....Note how the
sheepfold symbolizes the Church of Christ, ...
Show wherein Christ is the Good Shepherd. (1)
He enters by the door ; () Calls his own sheep :
(3) Leads them out ; (4) Gives his life for them.
Note, also, how Christ’s minister and the Chris-
tian teacher are shepherds. (The word * pastor,”
which is commonly used instead of minister,
really means shepherd, and is derived from the
same source from  which comes the phrase
‘“ sheep pasture.”)....Notice traits in which the
sheep may stand as types of church members.
The true sheep (1) Hear Christ’s voice 3 (2) Know
his voice; (3) Follow him ; (4) Shall be saved,
and find pasture,

OPTIONA

s my Shepherd.
Thou art my Shepherd.
Saviour, like a shepherd.
Faithful 8hepherd, feed me.
I was a wandering sheep.

Jesus is our Shepherd,

There is a name I love to hear.
Jesus, T will follow thee.

See, Israel’s gentle Shepherd stands.
Jesus, tender Shepherd.

Library References.

SHEPHERDS IN THE EAst.—Van Lennep, Bibie
Lands, pages 184193, Tristram, Hastern Customs
in Bible Lands, chaps. vi, vii.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 7.—Macmillan, Hugh, “ The Door of the
Sheep,” The Preacher’s Magazine, 1805, pages
337-344,
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Verse 10,—Rankin, President J. E.,* Buddhism
and Christianity,” Zhe Homiletic Review, February,
1891, pages 132-138, Warren, Bishop H. W,
“ Christ Coming into Our Life,” The Homiletic
Lieview, August, 1897, pages 124-181,

Verse 11.—Adams, J. I, “Christ the Good
Bhepherd,” The Homiletic Review, April, 1881, page
Bus.

Verses 14-16,.—Banks, L. A., “ The Good Shep-
herd,” Christ and His Friends, pages 287-207,

Verse 16.—Dixon, Thomas, Jr., “Christian

. Union,” The Homiletic Review, December, 1800,
pages 513-519,

Freeman’s Hanxosook: Ver. 1, The sheep-

fold, 803.  Vers, 3-5, Shepherd and sheep, 804,
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Lesson Hy
No. 332, New Canadia

There's a widenesglin God's merey,
Like the widenghs of the sea.

No. 351, New Canagllan Hymnal,

When times of tenfbtation bring sadness and
tloom,
I veill tell it to Jffsus, my Lord,

No. {11, New (anadian Hymnal,

Gud will take gare of you. All throngh the day
«desus is neaff you to keep you from ill .

|
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Those who have entered in through Christ the
Door “shall be saved, and shall go in and out and
iid pasture.”  Even while on earth they enjoy
*he peace and the more abundant life of para-
tise. Without there are danger and darkness and
death; within there are safety and shelter, To
ad it them to this fold Christ the Good 8hep-
herd laid down his life for the sheep. * Where-
fore standest thou without #*

——————

FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW,
March 26,

Golden Text.
My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me. John 10, 27,

Home Readings.
M. Christ the True Light. John 1. 1-14,
Tu. Christ’s First Disciples. John 1. 8546,
W. Christ and Nicodemus, John 3, 1-16,
. Christ at Jacob’s Well. John 4, 5-15,

REVIEW SCUEME FOR SENIOR AND
INTERMEDIATE SCHHOLARS.

I. Recall the TrrLes and GoLpeN TEXTS of the
lessons,

II. Name one important teaching of each lesson.

ITI. Draw an outline map of Palestine, and
locate the following places :

1. Jerusalem, with the temple courts and the
Pool of 8iloam and the Pool of Bethesda.

2. Bethabara, near the Jordan,

3. Canaof Galilee.

4. Jucob’s well,

5. Capernaum,

. The Sea of Tiberias.
. The Plain of Butaiha,

IV, At what time of the year was—

1. The feast of tabernacles ?

2. The feast of the passover?

V. State the leading facts in the lessons in
which the following principal characters or inci-
dents appear :

1. A man who had been cured of blindness.

2. The pitcher fllled from the Pool of 8iloam,

3. The hungry people fed by a man.

4. The nobleman pleading for his sick son.

. The gossiping woman at the well of S8amaria.
. The puzzled elder seeking spiritual light.

. The happy pair about to be married.

. One disciple inviting another,

VI. Where and why in this quarter's lessons
is Jesus called—

. The Light of the world ?
. The Lamb of God ?

. The Word of God ?

. The Teacher come from God ?

5. The Son of God ?

6. That Prophet that should come into the

The Nobleman’s Son Healed. John 4, 43-54. | world ?

Christ’s Divine Authority. John 5, 17-27.
Christ Freeing from Sin, John 8. 12, 31-36

7. The Good Shepherd,
8. The Door ?
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REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

TITLES. GOLDEN TEXTS,

WHAT ABovT, MY LESSON.

C. the True L.

Christ’s F. D,
Christ’s F. M,
Christ and N.
Christ at J.'s W,
The N.'s S8on H,
Christ’s D. A,

Christ F. the F. T,
Christ at the ¥,
Christ F. from 8,
Christ H. the B. M,
Christ the G. 8.

Behold the Lamb—
And his disciples—

This is indeed the—

Iam the—
If any man thirst—

One thing I know—
1 am the good—

In him was life; and—

For God 50 loved the—
‘Whosoever drinketh—
Jesus said unto him—

If the Bon therefore—

Light and Life, Life in the Word for
e

Our Redeemer !

The Wonder Worker.
The New Heart.

The Water of Life,
Power to Heal,

Honor to Jesus,

Look, and see Jesus !

I have a great Master,

1 must be born again,

Living water for me !

Jesus cures sin,

lr'hooue Jesus and he
xale,

sa
| Jesushelped —somayl,
Jesus for me,
Who is my Master ?
Blind eyes may see.
Lambs need care,

Jesus the Helper.
One Greater than All.
A Great Deliverer,
Ready to Help,

One Who Cares,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
An Aspect of Christ in each Lesson..

I. Tue 8o~ oF Gob,

The Word was God, John 1. 1.
Spoken....by his Son. Heb, 1, 1-3,
Image of the invisible. Col. 1, 12-16,

II Tue LaMs oF Gop,

awhold the Lamb, John 1, 36,

Taketh away....sin. John 1. 29,
He was wounded. Isa. 53. 5-7.
111, Tue MASTER OF MEN,

Whatsoever ke saith. John 2, 5.

Every knee should bow. Phil, 2. 10,
Master and Lord. John 13, 13,
1V, Tue TEACHER oF TruTH,

Teacher come from God, Johm 3, 2,
Having authority. Matt, 7. 28, 20,
Never man spake. John 7. 46,

V. Tne WORKER FOR SovLs,

If thou knewest. John 4. 10, 14,

Lift up your eyes. John 4. 35, 30,
Save a soul, James 5. 20,
VI, Toe Minry HEALER,

Thy son liveth, John 4, 50-52,

Bare our sicknesses, Matt, 8, 17,
Went about doing good. Acts 10, 38,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

A golden treasury of truths has been opened
before us in the past three months, How much
of itis now our very own? By how much are we
epiritually richer than when we began this series
of lessons the first day of the vear? Let us re-
call the story of Jesus. He wasin the beginning
with God. He was God. All things were made
by him. He took the form of man and dwelt
upon earth, He was the Word, giving utterance
to the thought and will of God. He was the Life,
raising the world from spiritual death. He was

VIL Tue Junce or MExs,

Judgment unto the Son, John 5, 22.

Bifore him. .. .all nations, Matt. 25, 31-33,
We shall all stand. Rom. 14, 10,

By that man. Acts 17. 81,
VIIL Tue BREAD oF LiFg,

Jesus took the loaves, John 6, 11,

Tam the bread of life. John 6. 35.
This is my body, Matt, 26, 26.
IX. Tne WATER OF Lirg.

Come unto me, and drink. John 7. 37,
With joy....draw water. Isa. 12. 3.
Whosoever will. Rev. 22, 17,

X. TuE GIvER oF FREEDOM,

Shall make you free. John 8, 32, 36,
Christ hath made us free, Gal. 5, 1.
Free from sin. Rom. 6, 16-18,

XL Tue LiGat or tiue WorLp,

I am the light,  John 9. 5.
Lighteth every man. Johnl1, 9.
Ye are the light, Matt. 5, 14,

XIL Tue Goop SugrHERD,
Giveth his life. John 10, 11.
Shall feed his flock, Isa. 40, 11,
One shepherd over them, - Ezek, 34, 23,

the Light, revealing God opening before us
eternal day.  And yet, so blind and hard is the
human heart, he was despised and rejected,

But a few happy souls received him as their
Saviour, Teacher, Friend. So sure were they in
their belief that they influenced others to believe
in him too. You remember he went to a mar-
riage feast, when in turning water into wine he
manifested the glory of his ministry of love
and service in all human relations, Teaching the
learned rabbi by night, he enforced the trth
most necessary for all to know, that through

| faith in the crucified Saviour by the power of the
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Holy Spirit we are born into spiritual life. Be-
side Jacob's well we heard him say, **If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saithto
thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked
of him.” Have we asked? How much he gives
for the asking !

Through the recovery of the nobleman’sson we
learned how faith must grow from bud to blos-
som and fruit ; and in the healing of the man at
Bethesda we learned that only a humble, believ-
ing heart, not signs and wonders, will bring men
to Jesus. You remember that famished multitude
of flve thousand men, women, and children fed
to satisfaction with a littie bread and a few
tishes, and there we 'carned how to do our daily
work ; to trust Jesus in emergencies ; use the
resources at hand; give thanks for what we
have ; be systematic ; share our work with oth-
ers ; do it heartily; waste nothing; remember
that God will supply all our need, but will make
no provision for wasteful extravagance.

At the feast we heard his blessed voice calling us
to come to him for living water to quench the
thirst of the soul ; and again, his promise of free-
dom from the power of sin.  Wesaw him openthe
eyes of the blind man, and were taught that the
passing of the soul from darkness to light is a
clear and definite experience. And, last, we
learned the gentleness of Jesus, asour watchful,
tender Shepherd. It is a wonderful revelation
of the eternal God, our mighty Saviour, our
human Friend. Happy are we if he says of us,
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me.” Hear that loving voice gently
calling us to follow him, He will lead us**beside the
still waters,” and “inthe paths of righteous-
ness,”

Blackboard.

Use the design accompanying the first lesson
to illustrate that and show how Christ, the Word
and the Light, illuminates all. Tesson II tells us
how the first two disciples came, and how An-
drew brought his brother Peter. Lesson III shows
the willingness of Christ to supply our wants;
we ask and we receive, Lessons IV, V, and VI
direct us to look, to drink, to believe, that we
may live in Christ. He is the Son of God (Lesson
V1I), the bread sent down from heaven (Lesson
VIII), and the water of life (Lesson 1X). By his
death he makes us free indeed from the power of
sin and death (Lesson X). When our eyes are
opened and we see Jesus we shall believe and be
saved, like the blind man (Lesson XI). In thelast
lesson (XII) we are told of the only door of the
fold, Christ the Shepherd of the sheep. “ My
sheep hear my voice,” he says, ‘‘and I know
them, and they follow me "’ (Golden Text).

The Fidelity of the Stars.

Oxce asI entered the observatory of Harvard
College at the close of the day, a friend who had
led me there asked that I might be shown the
new instrument that had just been introduced.
The professor replied, courteously, * Yes, I think
there may be time enough yet for him to see a
star if you will find one.” My companion
“found one” by looking in a worn little book of
astronomical tables lying there on the desk, and
replied, quietly, * There is one at 5:20.”7 Bo in
ahurried instant the covering was stripped off
from the great brass tube, and prone upon his
back, under the eyepiece, lay the enthusiastic
professor. While my friend stood by, with what
seemed a tack hammer in hix hand, I noticed that
he kept his eyeon a tall chronometer clock near
us. Suddenly two sounds broke the impressive
stillness ; we had been waiting for the stars. One
was the word ** There,” spoken by the professor :
the other was the tap of the hammer on the stonc
top of the table by my companion. Both oc-
curred at the same instant—the same particle of
the instant ; they were positively simultaneous.
But the man who spoke the word could not se¢
the clock—he was looking at the star that came
swinging along till it touched the spider-web line
in hisinstrument ; and the other man who struck
the hammer stroke could not see the star—he
was looking at the gecond hand on the dial plate.
When the index in its simplicity of regular duty
marked twenty minutes after five there fell the
click on the stone ; and then, too, there came on
in the heavens, millions of miles away, one of
(iod’s stars, having no speech, but rolling in on
time, as he bade it ages ago!

Then I was invited to look in and see the world
of light and beauty as it swept by the next fiber

in the tube. But afterward I went curiously to -

the book, and found that it had been published
ten years before, and that its calculations ran
far away into the future, and that it had been
based on calculations a thousand years old.
And God’s fidelity to the covenant of nature,
here now almost three thousand years after David
had made the Nineteenth Psalm, had brought the
glorious creature of the sky into the field of Har-
vard College’s instrument just as that patient
clock reached the second needed for the truth of
the ancient prediction. Need I say that those two
professors almost wondered (so used to such
things were they) at the awe-struck devotion, the
hushed reverence, with which I left the room ?*—
Dr, O, 8. Robinson.
—_— e ——

“Tue heavens declare the glory of God ; and
the firmament showeth his handywork " (Psa.
19. 1).
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RESPONSIVE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST QUARTER,

Supt. Give Title and Golden Text of Lesson .
Boys. Christ the True Light.

Giirls. ** In him was life ; and the life was the light of

wen,”

Supt. Lesson II.
Boys. Christ's First Disciples,
Girls. ** Behold the Lamb of God ! "'

Nupt. Lesson 111,
Boys. Christ's First Miracle.
Girls. *And his diseiples believed on hin,*

Nupt. Lesson IV,
Boys. Christ and Nicodemus,

Word, the Life, and the Light. If we receive him, we

| become the children of God,

Nupt. Lesson I1.

Seeond Single Voice. John the Baptist was the first
Christian preacher, and his utterance, ** Behold the
Lambof God ! " fs the summary of all Gospel preaching.
We may have small talent ourselves, but we can be the
means of drawing other and greater men into the king-
dom, as Andrew brought Peter, and Philip brought
Nuthanael,

We can give this answer to those who doubt Christ's
power: * Come and see '

I S . .
Giirls. * For God so loved the world, that he gave his upl. Lesson 111

ot perish, but have everlasting life,"

culy begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him | 11" Single Voice. Jesus sanctified by his Presence

the institution of marriage and the Joys of social life.

| We should go to Jesus with our temporal wants, He
Supt. Lesson V. | has sympathy with all needs, with the finer as well as
Boys. Christ at Jacob’s Well. | the commoner needs of our liyes,
(irle. * Whosoever drinketh of the water that [ shall |

give him shail Gever thirst,”

Nupt. Lesson V1.

Boys. The Nobleman's Son Healed.

(dirls. *Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth :
himself believed, and his whole house,™

Supt. Lesson VII.
Boys. Christ's Divine Authority.

(irls, “This is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the

world.”

Nupl, Lesson VIII.
Boys, Christ Feeding the Five Thousand,
(irls. *I.am the bread of life."

Supt. Lesson IX.

Boys, Christ at the Feast.

Girls, * If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink.™

Nupt, Lesson X,

Boys. Christ Freeing from Sin.

(irls. *“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed."

Supt. Lesson XI.

Boys. Christ Healing the Blind Man.

(Jirls. * One thing I know, that, whereas T was blind,
now I see,”

Supt. Lesson XII.

Boys. Christ the (iood Shepherd,

Girls. T am the good shepherd : the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep,"

Supt. What do we learn from Lesson [ ¥

First Single Voice. 8t. John's theme i8 Christ as the
(iod-man, Jesus Christ came in human form to hisown
people to reveal the glory of God, He is called the

Supt. Lesson 1V,
Fowrth Single Voice, 1t Nicodemus needed to be con-
verted, then surely we all need to be converted, The

| mysteries in religion are like the mysteries in nature,

and In both cases the facts are plain enough even for a
| child to see, but the methods of operation are mysteri -
[ Ous. We can measure God's love and the value of our
| sulvation by whut they have cost,

Supt. Lesson vV,

Fifth Single Voice, A single soul, even the poorest
and most obseure, is worthy of our best efforts.  Chris-
tianity ‘breaks down barriers of race prejudice and
social position. Salvation 1s the gift of God, and the
conditlon of receiving it is asking.  The water is
alwavs ready ; it is the thirst only that is wanting.

Nupt. Lesson VI,

Nixth Single Voice, Jesus is the Great Physician.
‘The very hour that the nobleman believed the word of
Jesus his son was healed. Miracles were wrought to
strengthen faith and as a reward of faith,

Nupt. Lesson VII.

Neventh Single Voice, The best of deeds may be

i stood. The of Jesus shows us how
we should keep the Sabbath, He performed deeds of
merey, and we know it was his custom to go to the
synagogue on the Sabbath.  We learn that all power in
heaven and earth belongs to Jesus,

Supt. Lesson VIII,

Eighth Single Voice. Jesus knows our need of daily
bread. When we give freely what God gives us we
shall find that more is left than we received at first,
With Jesus's blessing we can make a little 20 a great
way.

Supt. Lesson I1X.
Ninth Single Voiee. Like the People in the temple
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who listened to Jesus, we have opportunities that last ,

but a little time and then pass away. All men have a
thirst which the world can never satisfy. Jesus Christ
has the living water which will satisfy this thirst,

Supt, Lesson X.

Tenth Single Voice. 'Weknow we are the diseiples !

of Christ if we follow his word, The sinner is a slave
to sin,  When Christ makes us free we are free indeed,

Supt. Lesson XI.

Eleventh Single Voice. Jesus s the light of the
world. We receive the light by doing just what Jesus
has told us to do. It is our duty to bear personal testi-
mony to the fact that Jesus opened our eyes.

Supl. Lesson XII.

Twelfth Single Voice. Jesus the Good Shepherd
knows each of his sheep by name, He has prepared a
fold for them—a church on earth, a home in heaven.
He goes before them, a perfect example, He defends
them from all enemies. He gives his life for them,

ELLIPTICAL REVIEW,
This may be used in the class by the scholars writing
in the missing words, or it may form a part of the pub-

lic review. i

There was a man sent from ——, whose name was
——, He came to bear — of the Light. The Word
was made —, and dwelt among ——,

1L

John the Baptist, looking upon — as he walked, said,
Behold the — of — ! The two disclples who heard

John the Baptist say this were ——and —, —— found
his own brother ——, and brought him to ——. Philip
findeth —, and said, We have —— him of whom — in
the — and the - did write, — of —, the son
of —.
1L
There was & — in —— of —. Both —— was

called and his —— to the ——. When they wanted
— Jesus said, —— the waterpots with ——, And
they filled them to the brim. And when it had been
drawn out and carried to the = of the ——, he said,
Thou hast kept the — wine until now. This ~— of
—— did = in —— of ——, and manifested forth his

1v.
There was a ruler of the — named —. He came
t0 — by night. Jesus said to him, Except a man be

—— —, he cannot see the — of A8 Moses
lifted up the — in the —, even so must the —— —
—— be lifted up. God so loved — —, that he gave

— e e = that whosoever —— —— — —
= =, but have -— —,

V.

When Jesus sat at Jacob's well a — of — cae o
¢ aw water, He asked for a —. He told her that he
o ld give her— ——, The woman sald to bim, Sir,
| #ive me this —, that I — —.

VI
The — of a certain — was ——, When the —
heard that Jesus was in Galilee he besought him to
—— his ——. Jesus said to him, —— —— ——] c=—

==, And the man believed. And as he was going
home his servants met him, saying, —— ——— —,

VIL
The Jews wanted to kill = because he made him-
self equal with =, Jesus told them that the — had

committed all = unio the Son: that all men shoult
—— the Son, even as they == the —,

VIIIL.

When Jesus was with a great multitude, and they hac
nothing to eat, Andrew said to him, There is a — here
WHO DS s s e s ot o i . Jesus took
the ==, and when he had —— —- he distributed to
the ——, and the — distributed to the others; and
likewise of the ——. The number of men was —— —,
The frugments that were gathered up filled —— —.

1X.

When Jesus was at the —— the — sought to —
——. Many of the people —— —— ——_, On the last
day of the - Jesus erfed, saying, If any man =, let
him come unto s and ——,

X.

Jesus said, I am —— ~—— —— —— ——, He said to
those who believed on him, If ye —— in my —, then
are ye — —— ——, Whosoever — —— is the serv-
ant — ——, If the Son therefore shall nake you =,
ye shall be — —,

X1

Jesus, passing by, saw a man who had always been
——. Jesus opened his eyes, and when his neighbors
asked him how it was done he said, A man called —
made ——, and —— —— ——, and said unto me, Go to

the -—— of ——, and —: and I went and —, and [
XIL.

Jesus said, I am the —=: by me if any man =— ——,

he shall =—— ——, and shall go in and out, and find —,

Jesys said, I am the good —: the —— — giveth his
—— for the ——,
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Primary Notes.

Dip you hear that bluebird singing above the

March snow? What strain of music could be
more delicious than its sweet voice saying,
“*Spring ! spring! Coming ! coming!” Thanks,
bluebird, We needed your song, your soft
bugle note asserting in the presence of lingering
snowdrifts and shivering winds at twilight, that
winter's reign is hopelessly going. Did we stop
to think where that bird came from? Can you
track in thought its passage from its Southern
home to that apple bough in the mossy old or-
chard ? The story of a birdsong would not be a
hopeless task. The very attempt would interest.
If we cannot have the story, let us be grateful that
we have the song, this cheerful heralding. Teach-
er, do you realize what a flock of bluebirds you
have in your Sunday school class® What sweet
songs they can sing ! We don't know as angels
nestling close down to our assemblings envy our
singing unless they fold their wings above a big
brood of children singing away to the praise of
Jesus, and then there is a chance for the wish to
sing as tellingly., Are you making much of the
music of your bluebirds? Make that subject
prominent, Develop these gifts all you can,
Now and then tell them the story of a hymn of
some song-flight over earth’s chilliness, like
Charles Wesley’s “Jesus, let me to thy bosom
fly.” Then send them out, these song evangel-
ists, these Sunday school bluebirds, to warble
the message of God's love for souls astray in the
winter of their sin. To some one it will come as
a spring song of heavenly hope,

Y S—

Making Clear the Meaning of
Hymns.

OFTEN too little attention is paid to the ex-
planation of the Sunday school hymns, espe-
cially with the youngest children, Many a teacher
seems to take it for granted that children who
can read or memorize must know the meaning
of the words, and little care is taken to discover
whether the singing is mechanical or not.

A child went home from an infant class one
Sunday and told her mother that she had
learned to sing a song about a little girl named
‘* Bessie Jewett.” “It is so pretty, mamma,” she
said. The mother, somewhat surprised, decided
to attend school with her daughter the next Sun-
day, and when the beautiful old hymn, “ Precious
Jewels,” was given out the mystery was solved,

The old story of the “consecrated cross-eyed
bear” should forever stand as a warning to all
careless or indifferent teaching of hymns,

Itshould be a part of every teacher’s mission
to make the scholar understand not only the
meaning of the words, but the spirit of the hymn.
The seed thus sown may bear fruit where least
expected,

A little girl asked her teacher many questions
about *“ the shining shore,” and when, a few years
later, she died, far from her home and Sunday
school, she said to her mother ** When you go
home tell my dear teacher that I have always
remembered about ‘the shining shore,” and all
that she said about it, and now I am going to see
it first, and I am so happy.”

Expiain the hymns, and make them so plain
and so precious to the Sunday school children
that they will sing with the heart and the under-
standing also.—Selected,

e

How to Avoid the Dangers of
Object Illustration,

BY A, M. D,

THERE is no branch of class work which re-
quires so much judgment as does object illustra-
tion. Jesus excelled in this art, and his methods
should be carefully studied by the teacher,
When Jesus wished to draw the attention to
some beautiful truth he chose an object which
was pleasing to the senses, such as the birds of
the air or lily of the field. Teachers should
do the same. Few appreciate the beautiful as
do children, and their lives should be surrounded
by it,

Homemade objects used to represent different
articles of Eastern life are of necessity manu-
factured from things with which the children
are familiar, For this reason the material from
which they are made should be concealed as
much as possible, and the scholars should never
know what they were originally. Otherwise the
atmosphere of the lesson would be spoiled.

When objeet illustration is introduced for the
sake of analogy—to draw the attention of the
class to some great truth—it is very well to in-
troduce familiar objects, as did Christ, who
always drew his lesson from what was nearest at
hand. But when objects are introduced to
make the narrative of the lesson more realistic
they should be as unfamiliar as it is I to
procure, that the minds of the children may be
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conveyed to strange lands where were wrought
the marvelous works of the Master.

“Tis distance lends enchantment to the |
view.” [

And to us who have not been brought up in |
the Holy Land is there an enchantment about |
the Bible which cannot come to those of Pales- |
tine who have always been familiar with the
scenes and customs it portrays, As far as the |
lesson story goes it is well to cultivate this sense |
of distance, and then in summing up the prac-
tical teachings to draw upon home facts.

As ageneral rule it is best to use an object but
once. If it be used more than once, the children
get the lessons it has been made to illustrate
confused. There are, of course, exceptionsto this
rule—representations of Eastern furniture, for
example—but in most cases it can be followed.

It is desirable to have that which meets the
gaze Sunday different from what is viewed dur-
ing the week. The temple furniture was different
from that of the Jew+' homes, and the Catholics,
notwithstanding the questionable uses to which
they put some of the paraphernalia of their
cathedrals, fully understand the fact that people
want a change on the Sabbath, and give it to
them.

= i

The Point of Contact.
BY MARY A, LATHBURY,

LiLLievr came home from church yesterday
satisfied with the sermon, and particularly with
the walk, and the blue sky, and the sunshine.

“What did the minister talk about, Lilli-
put?” asked auntie.

“0, he talked about furniture, and chairs,
and sashes, and about burying a man three
times,”

Auntie was inclined to think this a very un-
satisfactory report of the sermon until she re-
membered that Lilliput’s brain had faithfully
recorded the few references (‘*‘ by way of illustra-
tion "} to concrete things, and that the abstract
thought, which had found interested receivers
among adults, had flowed against her ears on the
waves of sound, and had receded, leaving little
or no impression.

She was very much like that dear old infant in |
The Diary of Kitty Trevelyon who came home from |
church full of the fine sermon she had heard. |

“It rolled along like the sea !’ she said.

“But did youunderstand it, Betty #"* said her ‘
mistress,

“Understand it? Bless you, no! Do you|
think I'd make so bold as to understand our par- |
son?" i

Her child mind had been content with the mu-

sic of the rector’s voice and the atmosphere of
worship.
One of the most vivid of the recollections of

| my childhood is that of sitting in the vil

church and looking up into the great bare spaces
above me to try to follow the echoes of the
preacher’s voice which seemed to float here, there,
and everywhere, like some unseen, winged spirit.
Some may remember the full round vowel tones,
almost guiltless of consonants, sounds with
which the Rev. Calvin Coates of blessed memory
used to convey the Gospel to his people in his
later years, No word or thought of his—and I
have heard that his sermons were most excellent
—ever lingered in my conscious memory, but the
curious music of his voice will be a distinet and
oft-recurring recollection while I live,

Without doubt a child gathers fragments from
sermons  addressed to their elders, as Lilliput
seems to have done, words that convey a dis-
tinet picture of familiar objects: but a divine
Providence has made it impossible for the se-
verely doctrinal, the abstract, or any highly
wrought deliverances of the pulpit to find admit-
tance within the serene consciousness of the lit-
tle child,

Even exhortations to repentance, which might
seem to appeal to the emotional or affectional
nature, have little effeet upon one who does
not know what it is to even wish to wander from
the Father's house. Only the tone of the speaker
may fill the child’s heart with an undefined dread,
as in the case of Lilliput’s sister, who, as a four-
vear-old in the primary school, was present in the
main school during a ** special revival service.”
She heard the sonorous and awsome voice of the
kindly and beloved superintendent, and with
tears filling her blue eyes she cried out, *1
don’t like to hear him say it !™ Dr. Cuyler once
preached in the church of Robert MeCheyne, of
sainted memory, and asked if there were any
present who had heard MeCheyne preach, and an
old man was pointed out to him who had heard
him in childhood. The old man said he could
not remember anything that Dr. McCheyne had
said in his sermons, “But I remember,’” he said,
“when I was a boy playing by a country road,
Dr. McCheyne came along, looked at me, and
said, ‘Jamie, I am on my way to see your sick
sister,’” and then putting his hand on my head,
he said, ‘Jamie, boy, I'm concerned about your
soul.’” The old man lifted his face and said to
Dr. Cuyler, “ Do you know, sir, I can fed the
touch of his hand to-night *’

Since, then, the Lord interposes a closed door
between a large part of our teaching and the in-
ner world where the child lives, why should we
not be content to sit down by the door with the
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text-books of nature and revelation and pa-
tiently and reverently study those divine move-
ments of the soul within the Jewish temple, the
order and uses of the house, the outer and inner
courts, and the gates thereof, until they freely
open to the teacher who has himself become “‘as
a little child ?

The Lord himself walked in the outer courts of
the Jewish temple and talked in simple parable
to the people ; and there the children sang their
chorals of joy and praise to him. The learning
and logic of the Pharisces and doctors of the law
cannever find place in the courts of the child
mind, though to the great Teacher and his true
disciples they are always open.,

That disciple is wise who does not try to bring
with him his own outfit of knowledge and expe-
rience with which to arm the child, as Saul tried
to arm David for the battle with the Philistine,
but who walks watchfully beside him in the
ways of nature and lets him gather his own
smooth stones from “ the brook in the way " to
use as his own spiritual instincts shall direct for |
the overcoming of evil and the establishment of |
the kingdom within,

The Lord and hisholy angels are within and

Education by Example.
BY A TEACHER,

ONE has said, “ The prevailing tone of a family
is preeminently influential, whether for good or
for evil.” Hence how important it is that a
teacher should become acquainted with the home
life of her pupils, especially if she has reason 1o
believe that this home life is not all that it should
be. It is the house at which one has been suf-
fering from some contagious disease which the
members of the board of health oftenest visit,
and it should be the home most under the in-
fluence of sin which the instructor of the chil-
dren should visit most frequently.

Long ago Juvenal said: 1t is astonishing
how mapid is the poison of a bad cxample at
home, reinforced by great influence in him who
sets it. It may be that here and there some
young man will escape its influence ; but most
children will follow even the evil footsteps of
their parents.  The path long pointed ount by
the sins of their elders entices them.” His re-
marks are just as true to-day as ever, and cach
teacher should do everything in her power to
try to ¢ ite each home that needs elevating,

around the child, and the human guide has little | This she can do largely by her presence in that
to do beyond living himself the life of faith and | home.  Nothing is more pleasing to parents than
love and storing the word of life in the child’s | to have their children's teacher call upon them,

memory. God will do the rest, Niemeyer speaks thus: “ The most important

One may well wonder how childhood survived | means of education is example,

the storm and stress of those periods wht-n} “What children see constantly done by those
Christianity was represented by Rome and the | whom they respect and love they very soon
Inquisition, or by Geneva and Puritanism, and ’ come to think is what ought to be done, Thus

men walked ’
** in shadows they themselves had made ;|

but it is arelief to know that heaven lies about the |
child, and the shadows that oppress and terrify
the reasoning mind do not fall within that sphere
of light, unless they take tangible shape, as in
certain localities where martyrdom was common,
Even then, as it was in the days of the early
Christian Church, the merey of the Lord was
thrown around the young creatures who were put
to cruel deaths, and who went to them peacefully |
and even gladly because they were drawn o far |
within the light of heaven that they could not see |
death, ‘

80 does the Lord of this human vineyard guard
the tender vines of his own planting set in his |
invisible Church. I, the Lord do keep it I 1
will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, [ ‘
will keep it night and day.”

And for ourselves let us beware how we add to
the work of the chief Husbandman by our own
methods of forcing the tender growth of souls.

it is that the morals and manners of nations, as
well as of smallersocieties and families, are per-
petuated.  Innumerable persons would have re-
mained good, or would have become far more
capable of lofty and noble labors, had they lived
in more favorable circumstances,

*“Even the neighborhood of the good, as well
as that of the bad, has its influence. ldeas
awaken that were never awakened before ; im-
pulses spring up that had always slumbered,
and desires hecome active that would never have
been known."

A few years ago a writer said that the Sabbath
school was doing away with the religious in-
struction children formerly received in the home.
There is some truth in this statement, and for
that reason the teacher should seek to interest
the parents in the religious welfare of their chil-
dren, and this can best be done by inducing them
to attend divine service,

How much it means to a child to have a re-

|Iimous home! Bowen, in his book, Froebel and

Education Through Sef-Activity, says :
“Frocbel holds that the first germ of religious




SUNDAY SCrH00L BANNER.

feeling lies in the feeling of community, and that
this feeling first comes into active consciousness
in the family life. The family life, therefore, is
the basis and medium of religious development,
as is also the school life if based and modeled
on that of the family, Moral practices, ‘the ex-
pressions of the kind heart, and the thoughtful,
pure mind,’ are what he urges both for home
and school ; linking these on to what has been
said above of the child’s perception and feeling
of God’s fatherhood, and taking the life of Jesus
as the model life. ‘The boy’s life,” he says,
“should be an expression in action and produc-
tion of the prayer of Jesus.’”

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON X. (March 5.)

CHRIST FREEING FROM SIN. John 8.
12, 31-36.

GoLpeN Text. “If the Son therefore shall
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” John
S 6,

Primary Notes.

BY JULIA W, JOHNSTON,

Write initials of lesson
title, first four words of
Golden Text, and the
word * free " in lesson link
for to-day. Drill in these
and review former lessons

very briefly.
Once upon a time a man
was shut up in prison.
e had some friends who went to the governor
for him and got a pardon. It was not signed
till late at night, and the news had to wait till
morning., The man slept in the prison cell,
though really, after the governor signed the
pardon, he was free to go out, He did not know
it. It was true, but the truth had not come to
nim. In the morning he heard the glad word,
and as soon as he knew what was true before he
went out a free man. Jesus, in our lesson to-
day, had something like this to say to the people.
He told them that if they kept on in his word,
and kept on learning from him, then they should
“know the truth, and the truth should make
them free.,” They would be free from their
sins, free from doubts,and free from care if they
really learned and believed the true things he
taught. Then he told them that those who did
wrong were slaves of sin. It is easy to find out
who is a slave’s master. A slave is one who is

not free to do as he wishes, who obeys his mas-
ter whatever happens, just because he must. A
loving son obeys his father because he is his
father, and because he loves his father and his
father loves him, A slave obeys because he is
owned, not because he loves to. He doesn’t live
in the house, as the son does. God says we arc
the servants of the one we obey.

If a boy always pleases himself, if he listens
to what self says, goes where self wants to go,
whose servant is he? If a boy does just the
easiest things always, isn’t laziness his master?
If a boy does nothing but play, isn’t play his mas-
ter? If a boy gives up to angry feelings, isn’t
anger his master? Watch and see what you
serve; you can tell what kind of a master you
have by what you do.

| But Jesus wants us to be free from all bad

| masters, He only can make us free. A stranger
| might come to a man in prison and say, * You
are free,” but that wouldn’t make him so unless
the governor pardoned him. Then he would be
free indeed.

Have you ever seen a jail and a jailer ? How
sad to be shut in a prisoner, day after day!
Yet it is worse to have your soul in prison than

| your body. There is something inside of you
that says “ I will” and “I won’t.,”” Now, when

“I will” is a prisoner to sin, then we can’t
! make up our minds to do right. Itis very sad,

There is one dreadful prison that people get

into when “I will” gets to be a slave of sin,
| which you must hear about to-day. It is the
prison of strong drink. Satan himself is the
cruel jailer, He loves to shut men up here be-
! cause he knows it is so hard to get out. They

are slaves and in prison, and ““ I will” can’t seem
to do anything against it, and can’t get out—
that is, alone. In this prison men are bound
lwhh chaing, not a chain of golden links let
| down from heaven to help people up, as our les-
son chain, but something like an iron chain.
| Here are some of the links ; we'll make them on
the board. Remember that some chains are to
| hold fast and save us, as the chain that holds an
anchor in the ocean bottom, and others to bind
and hold us fast as prisoners. And this one is
Satan’s chain :

Disobedience, bad company, late hours, the
first glass, wine, beer, whisky.

Let a boy disobey his parents, go with bad
boys, stay out late at night, take the first glass—
maybe he says it is ‘“‘only cider,” but it may
have alcohol in it, and may be the beginning of
a taste: let him go on, then, to other strong
drinks, and he will find himself in prison and
bound with a chain. Jesus is the only one who
can make such a prisoner and slave free indeed.
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But he can do more, He can keep people from
getting in. Isn’t this better? By Jesus’s help
be obedient, careful, and true, and never touch
the first glass, and you will stay free from this
dreadful bondage of sin. If the first link is
never made the chain never will be,

Now let us say these lines, and make them
true:
“ Somebody asked me to take a drink.
What did I tell him? What do you think ¢

I told him ¢NO,* "

Study and Occupation for the Sub-
primary Department.
BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,
Curist FREEING PROM 818, John 8. 12, 81-36,

MEMORY GEM: “The truth shall make you
free.” John :

LessoN Srtony: Jesus went into the temple,
Many persons were there, He talked to them
about slaves. At that time people had slaves.
Slaves were men and women who belonged to
other people, and did their work for them, and
2ot no moncy for working. Slaves did not like
to be slaves, God did not want them to be
slaves, The people who owned slaves did
wrong. The men who owned slaves were
called masters. When slaves did what their
masters did not like they would be chained. We
Will call this chair a slave and put this chain
on it,

Some people say they are Christ’s disciples,
but they are not, for they do not do what he
tells them to. Jesus's disciples were near him
and he told them that if they did what his words
told them to do, then they were his real, true
disciples. But Jesus was afraid they would for-
get to do right always, so he wanted them to
remember every morning that they must be good
through the day. We, too, can say to ourselves
every morning, “I will be good to-day.”

Jesus said that all people who were not real
Christians are like slaves, Thev can't do good,

and they can’t go where it will be easy for them
to do right, for their chain holds them, We will
call another chair a sinner—that is, one who does
wrong. Yes, we will call him a slave too, Here
is his chain. Itis made of every sin—that is, every
wrong thing he ever did.

When a slave was no longer a slave he was
said to be free—that is, he could go where he
wished, do what he wished, and get money for
his work. There was nothing slaves wanted so
much as to be free, to have their chains taken off
and never to be put on again,

Jesus said that the truth—that is, the words of
the Bible—can make free the slave sinner. That
is, if those who do wrong read and believe the
Bible, and ask God to take all the sin away from
them, he will do so and their sins will trouble
them no more. We will now free the chair that
we call the sinner slave. [Give a child a hammer
and tell him to break the chain.)

The slaves I told you of first generally have to
be slaves always.

The sinner slaves do not have to be slaves
always. Jesus will make every one of them free
with his truth if they will only pray for him to
do so.

Some people who were not Christians heard
what Jesus said about their being slaves ; they
said, ““ Our people were never slaves,” But this
was not so. They had been slaves.

Jesus said that anyone who does wrong is like
a slave, and his master is sin, 1 will tell you a
story to show what Jesus meant. Katy's mother
told her not to take a piece of cake, Katy
thought she would do but one wrong thing—
would just take a piece of cake and then be
good. But one sin makes another sin, When
mother came home she asked, * Where is that
piece of cake?” Katy did not want to be pun-
ished, so she said, *“I do not know.” She told a
lie.  When she took the cake she did not think
that she would be telling a lie about it, but her
first sin—her not minding her mother—was like a
cruel master, making her do what she would not
have otherwise done, and she was like a slave,
doing just what sin he told her to. No one could
take her away from the cruel master sin but
Jesus. He would do so when she prayed to
him,

Because a slave can be bhought and sold he
does not always live in the house with his pres-
ent master, but the master’s son does,

Jesus is the Son of God and will live forever in
heaven. When he makes sin's slaves free he
says they all can be God's sons and live with him
forever in his Father'’s house in heaven.

As A TEMPERANCE LEssoN: Do notgointorepul-
sive details. Speak of the evils of the first drink :

e
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of the links that form intemperance, binding a
drinking man like a slave. Instruct the children |
to pray for the children of drunkards,

Directions for making objects to be used : 7he
Jirst chain; make of stripsof black paper. Inter-
lace by gluing. 7The second chain; make this as
unattractive as possible, Represent sin in some
symbolical manner explaining it. Use red paper,
the color of wine, for intemperance; white paper
defaced with marks for a lie; a link with torn
(broken) edges for breaking the Sabbath; black
paper for the greatest sin of all—forgetting God, |
a soiled link, unclean words; being fretful, a |
crumpled link.  Zawoner ; use a gavel or small
hammer, with a picture of the Bible cut from
some advertisement placed upon it.  Or a ham-
mer can be cut from cardboard,

LESSON XI. (March 12.)
CHRIST HEALING THE BLIND MAN.
John 9. 1-11.

GoLpex Texrt: “One thing I know, that,
whereas 1 was blind, now I see.” John 9. 25,

may be sure that he sees us when we are inany
trouble,

Now, second, in this story, we have the blind
man—write that down. IHave you ever seen a
blind person? Can you think how it must feel to
be blind ? Shut your eyes a moment, and try to
think. But you can’t, really, for you know that
you can open your eyes again,  Can a blind man
work, just as others do¥ Can he help himself ¢
How sad it is! How long had this man been
blind? O, to think that he had never seen the
sun and sky, the flowers and stars, his mother's
face, or anything about him. Could he make
himself well ? Could any doctor heal him ¢ Had
he anything to do then? Yes, “Go, wash,"”
Jesus said. Ile could obey. Ie did. Then
when the Pharisees guarreled about its being

| done on the Sabbath, and asked the man and

his parents again about the deed, and tried to
make the man tell more than he knew, he said
he only knew one thing—he was blind, but now
he saw. It must have been a good man who did
such a good deed, Then the Pharisces would
not let the man belong to the synagogue any

| more, so they put him out, but, O, Jesus met him.

Primary Notes,

After review tell story |
of the healing of the blind |
man, the way Jesus com-
manded, ** Go, vvash ;' the |
obedience of the man who
“went and washed, and |
came seeing ;' the curious ‘
neighbors, the angry Phari- |
sees, what they said, what ‘

they did, the man‘s * One thing I know,” the
meeting with Jesug, and the * Lord, I believe,”

Now we have learned about several people and |
several things, We will put some of them on
the board, and see what we can tell of each,
First—yes, always first, Jesus, qmu“ The 1c~~m~|
are all about Jesus our Lord.’

As the Lord talked with the people in the
temple in our last lesson they grew very angry
at him, many of them, because they did not be- |
lieve what he said. They took up stones to |
stone him, but he went out of the temple, going |
through the midst of them, and * so passed by.” |
They had no power to hurt the Lord. But just |
pay attention to this: As he passed by, going |
out of the way of those men that wanted to stone |
him, he took time to look in pity upon this poor |
blind man, who was also, as his neighbors said,
a beggar. Would anyone else have done this?
Is Jesus different? Does he ever pass by any-
one without feeling sorry for any trouble, and
wishing to help? He is the same Jesus now
who stopped to cure that poor blind man. You

Ile must have gone to find him this time. He
told the man who he was, and the man said, 1
believe,”

We will write on the board, What Jesus did ;
then, What the blind man did, What did Jésus
do? Pitied and healed,  What did the man do ¥
Obeyed, believed and worshiped.  [Put these in
braces. |

Do you see this open eye ?

It is a sceing eye,
not a blind one. What did the man say was the

one thing he knew ? **[ blind, now I see.”

| Was that enough to make the man glad? Was

that enough to prove that Jesus was good and
powerful ? If Jesus could open blind eyes, could
| he not do anything? Did the man have to un-
derstand all about the great Son of God, all
| about what Moses wrote of the coming Messiah,
or Anointed One, all about the way the Lord

| did miracles, in order to see, or to believe in

s 0 no. Do we have to understand
everything in the Bible, and all Jesus does, be-
fore we can belong to him? No. We can be his
if we know as much as the blind man did. We
will put “I see’ in our lesson chain. That is
what we want most. Sin keeps us from seeing
Jesus as our Saviour. e can make us see him,
in our hearts,

A boy says, “I don’t understand this hard
lesson.” When it is explained he cries, “ I see,”
He means, “ It is plain now."

No one can make you think you don't see
what you know you do see with your eyes. Ro,
you may be sure that in your heart you see
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Jesus as your loving Saviour, ready to forgive
and make you his. In the Bible we see Jesus.
In our hearts we feel him. Can you say, * I see?
Sing:
Teach us, Lord, this precious lesson,
Written for us in thy word ;
Help us, Saviour, to remember
Truths that we to-day have heard.
(Air, Dorrance,)

Study and Occupation for the Sub-
primary Department.

CHRrIST HEALING THE BLIND MAN. John 9. 1-11.

MEMORY GEM : light of the
world.” John 9. 5,

LessoN Story (for the blackboard): Some
Jews who did not love Jesus wanted to do him
harm. They went to the temple [a square] to
find him, so he came out of the temple to get
away from them. On his way he saw a blind
man [a mark] ; you may all close your eyes.
What do you see? Nothing. Some people are
this way all the time. They are blind. This
blind man could not see to work, so the people
who could sce gave him money when they saw
him holding out his hand for it [hold out your
hand].

The blind man was saying to himself, “ How
nice the birds sing! How I wish I could see
them! How sweet the flowers smell! How
I wish I could see them, and the sky too, and the
fields! [Make all as alluded to.] Iam so sorry
that I cannot see.” Jesus will always hear peo-
ple when they are sorry.

The disciples were with Jesus [several marks]:
they had often given the blind man money, and
knew all about him. [Repeat verse 2] Blind-
ness is such a dreadful thing that the disciples
thought that God had made this beggar blind
because his father or mother had sinned—that
is, had done wrong. [Repeat verse 3.] This

“1 am the

means : ‘‘God let this man be blind so that I, by

helping this beggar, can show that I can do God's
work.”

Then the disciples began to whisper to one
another, and to say, *What do you suppose
Jesus willdo 2’ *“ He has done many things that
no one else could do [allude to the miracles) ; do
you think he can make a blind man see$” * Let
us watch him and we will know.” [Point to the
different disciples, putting in the mouth of each
one of the foregoing quotations.)

But Jesus kept on talking. [Repeat verses 4
and 5.] The blind man never saw the light, but
he knew it was very nice, for he had often sat in
the sunlight,

The disciples and the blind man always thought
that the sun was the light of the world, for they
knew that this great earth is warmed and lighted
by the sun. When Jesus said that he is the light
of the world he meant he did people as much
good as does the sun—yes, more—and to be with-
out Jesus people are worse off than to be with-
out the sun. [Draw out the children on the
blessings of sunlight, speak freely on the advan-
tages of Christianity, and draw the comparison. |

While the disciples were wondering what Je-
sus would do he spat upon the ground, made
clay of the spittle, and put it upon the eyes of
the blind man. Then he told him to go and wash
in the Pool of 8iloam. The blind man had to feel
his way to the pool. He washed. As soon as he
did so he looked up—there was something blue
over his head. What was it? Yes, the sky.
There was something green under hisfeet. What
was it ? Yes, the grass,

“Icansee! [ cansee!” hecried. “Jesus has
taken away all my blindness! I must go home
and see my mother ! "

He started for home. He saw a flower [hold
one up], and stopped and picked it. He had
never seen a flower before, he had only felt of
the blossoms and smelled of them before—he
could not tell their color, could not tell what they
were like. He saw people and houses, Some one
cried out: “That blind beggar can see! That'
blind beggar can see!” Then men, women, and
children rushed out of the houses to look at him,
He did not now walk feeling his way along, but
he walked just like other people, for he could see,
and was not afraid of falling,

He reached his own house. He could always
tell his mother’s steps—he loved her so much.
He heard her coming toward him. He looked
up. He saw her face for the first time. He
threw his arms around her, and said, * O, mother,
Icansee! Icansee! I canseeyou!”

His mother had always been so good to him.
He had felt of her face so many times and wished
that he could see it, and now he could.
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Then how glad the man was that he had gone |

and washed in the pool as Jesus told him to; for
Jesus had to find out first if the man would mind,
and g0 because he did mind and did what Jesus
told him to do Jesus gave sight to his eyes,

LESSON XII. (March 19.)

CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD. John

10. 1-16.

GoLpeN Text. “I am the good shepherd:
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”
John 10, 11.

Primary Notes.

What do we call a man
who keeps sheep? What
does he do for the sheep ?
He leads and feeds and
keeps them safe. In far-
away Eastern lands the
shepherds almost live with
their sheep. They know
each one by name, and the
sheep know the shepherd’s voice and come at his
call. Well, what about the little lambs ? Do you
suppose the shepherd of a big flock would say,
(), these lambs are so small and weak it isn’t
worth while to look after them till they get
stronger and larger?” Would any shepherd say
that? Ono. The weakest ones have the most
care. The shepherd even carries the lambs in his
arms when they cannot walk.

What about the lost ones? Sometimes sheep
are very silly, and go astray, and get lost, and
are in danger. Wolves and bears, in those far-
away lands, long ago, and even lions, would be
likely to find and eat them. Would a shepherd
leave them to be eaten? Noj he would go after
the wandering ones, even over rough paths that
hurt his own feet,

Most shepherds love their flocks and care for
them; but there are bad shepherds sometimes,
who cannot be trusted to look after the sheep
and lambs., We are to hear to-day of the Good
Shepherd, the best one of all. But it is not a
man, and the flock is not made of woolly sheep
and lambs, but of people. Ah, you know who is
called the Good Shepherd, don’t you? It is
Jesus, our loving Lord. And this name is given
to him because he cares for his children, little
and big, as a tender shepherd cares for his sheep
and lambs, Wewill put in our lesson link * shep-
herd and sheep.” Let us learn to-day all we can
about the gentle Shepherd, what he does for us,
and what we should do,

Jesus, in the lesson, tells what he is like. He is
not like a thief, whe comes climbing into the

N ST WM b

fold, but he is the one who owns the fold, or the
safe place where the sheep are kept, and when
they go out he goes before, as a good shepherd
would, to lead and to clear the way. The sheep
that belong to the shepherd will follow him,
Jesus says, for they know his voice. Now, even
little lambs can tell the shepherd’s voice, and
little children, who are the S8aviour's lambs, know
when he speaks to them in their hearts; they
can tell what Jesus wants them to do, and they
can follow, too, as well as the sheep, which
means the grown-up people.

We will spell out what our Shepherd is like,
using the letters in the word for the beginning of
other words, so:

Our Shepherd

8 eeks us out,
H elps us,

E ases us,

P ities us,

H olds us fast,
E nfolds us,

R estores us,
D ied for us,

We never would know the way to the heavenly
fold if Jesus did not seek us out. We never
could get there alone, but he helps us. He is so
sorry for our weakness, and pities us so when
we are sorry and sinful, or in any need at all,
that surely we know he loves us dearly. He
holds us fast. A little girl, walking with papa,
took hold of his fingers with her hand till they
came to a slippery place, where she was afraid
of falling, and then she cried, * Papa, take hold
of my hand, please!’ She was safe then. So
Jesus holds us fast. He enfolds us—that is, he
clasps us in his arms and carries us to the
heavenly fold. We are as safe as if we could
see his arms about us. When we run away from
him he restores us, which means, brings us
back. The Shepherd Psalm, the twenty-third,
says, ‘‘ He restoreth my soul.” Then our Shep-
herd died for us. ‘“The good shepherd giveth
his life for the sheep.”

What kind of sheep and lambs does Jesus do

Weak,

all this for?
Wandering

0, how good our Shepherd is! We never can
pay him, but we can please him. 8o let us
Love,
Trust,
Follow
A little lamb named Playful used often to rue
away from the shepherd, even from the pleasant
pasture and from the safe fold. If some tempter

Timid,

Forgetful, | Sheep

}Tbe Good 8hepherd.
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said, * Come, see what is here,” she would for-

get, and off she would go, without thinking. \lw ‘

often got into trouble and danger, but the shep- |
herd always went after her, and—one good thing
—as soon as Playful heard his voice she ran
toward him, to be taken safe home, sure that he
would do it.

When Jesus’s lambs forget, and get away from
him, let them run toward him as soon as he calls, |
and be sure that he will *“restose ”” them ; but,
0, each time, let them come closer and remem-
ber better,

Study and Occupation for the Sub-
primary Department.

CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD, John 10, 1-16,

MeMORY GEM : “The Lord is my shepherd.”

Psa. 23, 1.

LessoN S8ToRrY : Some of the people who came
to hear Jesus preach were shepherds, Shepherds
are men who take care of sheep. So Jesus
thought it would be nice to talk to them about
sheep,

Here is the fold where the sheep live [form a
fold of stones]: here is the grass the lambs eat
|green paper fringed] ; here is the brook where
they drink [tin foil] ; hereare the sheep running
around [these may be cut from paper] ; here is the
shepherd [a sandmap man] ; here is the porter
who takes care of the door of the fold. The
shepherd has come to the door. Ile says, ** Here
lLam,”

The shepherd calls the sheep by name. The
shepherd now takes the lambs out where there is
better grass than near the fold. Here is a deep
place [a depression in the sand or a gully repre-
sented by a hollow receptacle lined with crushed
paper]. The shepherd falls into this. He says:
‘“Better for me to be hurt than my lambs, I
won’t ever take them here,”

[Follow out this train of thought, introducing

/ |
|
‘uhslm les and speaking of the love and self-sacri-
fice of the shepherd. |

The shepherd has now put his sheep into the
fold [do the same], and goes home. Here goes a
| man who tries to get into the fold by climbing
over the wall. He wants no one to see him get

hnu the fold, for he is a bad man, and comes to
| take the shepherd’s sheep and call them his own.

He does not love the little lambs, He just wants
Iuml them and sell them and keep the money,

Ile says, ** Come, lammie ; come ! come !  But
the lambs do not move. They never heard his
voice before, They run away from him |move
the lambs to the opposite side of the fold].

Jesus calls Christians his sheep. Of course
Christians are not sheep.  They are people.  But
Jesus calls them sheep because he loves them
and they love him, and he takes cares of them as
the shepherd takes care of sheep.

Jesus calls heaven his fold. We will make a
picture of this on the board. We will first puta
gold wall around our fold [use yellow crayon] ;
the floor is of gold. Here are the people in
heaven [white crayon marks.] No one can get
into the fold of heaven unless he goes through
the door [point toit].

Jesus says that he is the door. He means that
people must go to him before they can get into
heaven, just as they must go to a door before
they get into a house, We will put a cross at this
door to make us think of Jesus. Sometimes
people say they can get into heaven if they are
not Christians, They go to the door, but Jesus
knows that they are not his sheep, and that they
will do wrong things if they get into heaven. No
one can do anything wrong in heaven, so Jesus
will notlet them in. Then they try to get in some
other way. The walls of heaven are too high
for anyone to get over them. 8o only the Chris-
tians and the people whom Jesus calls his sheep
canget into heaven. [Speak of Christ’s care for
his sheep and of the new name he gives each.]

Jesus calls Christian people his sheep because
they love him and he loves them and he takes
care of them and knows their names. They
know his voice. When he calls them they go
where he goes. He gives them their food, and
watches over them every night when they sleep.
He makes easy all their paths. He was hurt for
them so they would not be hurt. Jesus died on
the cross for us, his sheep. If people do every-
thing that Jesus wants them to, they are his sheep,
and the children are his little lambs. Anyone
who wants to be a Christian—one of Christ’s fold
—can be one, Jesus owns all Christians just as
the shepherd owns ail sheep. The shepherd
bought his sheep with money. Jesus bought the

Christians, whom he calls his sheep, with his life,
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That is, he died so that they might be Chris-
tians,

Sometimes wolves would goand hurt the gsheep,
and sometimes Satan comes and tries to hurt
Christians, Jesus calls Satan a wolf, but if peo-
ple keep right near Jesus, Satan can do them no
harm.

[A sheepfold model may be obtained of Milton
Bradley Company, Springfield, Mass., for twenty-
five cents.]

LESSON XIII. (March 26.)
REVIEW,

GoupeN TexT. “ My sheep hear my voice,
and 1 know them, and they follow me.” John
10, 27,

Primary Notes.

The whole quarter’s les-
sons have been a prepara-
tion for review day. As
much vivacity as possible

must be put into the ques- |

tioning, and the teacher will

need to be on the alert

to keep the lessons from

dragging. There will need
to be unusual drill in concert replies, The lesson
links, preserved on blackboard, manilla paper,
or cloth, having been added one by one during
weeks past, will now be complete and may be
gone over from the beginning. Open lesson
with the hymn verse, “ The lessons are all about
Jesus our Lord:” and break into the review
with a hymn or motion song, when needful, to
prevent weariness,

If the class is small, it may be feasible, and it
will certainly be of advantage, to make copies of
the lesson chain by hektographing, or by some
other process, and give one to each child to take
home.

Impress the preciousness of this golden chain

and necessity of keeping every link in place and |

bright in memory. Then make a rivet or a clasp,
orsomethingwhich will stand for this,and explain
that now the quarter’s chain is ended, and must
be made fast in memory, Write over this clasp
or rivet the word * Hear,” and below it the first
three words of the Golden Text for review: “ My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me.”

A fastening is very important. You can draw
nothing with a chain, nor can yon make any-

‘m'hnlar who sat beside this first boy never forgot
!N(llll(' of the words. They were like a precious
treasure to him, Ie took them home in hix
heart, and they were worth more to him than
much gold or silver. But the first boy, who had
the same chance to take home something worth
more than gold or silver, went home with noth-
ing in his heart at all. It was not because he
had no chance to listen; it wasn’t because he
had no ears to hear, but because he did not care
to listen, and he did not hear. All that treasure
of truth was lost to him because he did not hear
it. 80, no matter how much treasure is brought
to the class, no matter how much is offered to
you, if you don’t hear the precious words that
Jesus speaks to you through the lesson, you
will not be any better for them.

Who are they who hear Jesus's voice? His
sheep. His lambs too? O yes, A tiny baby
can hear and know his mother’s voice before it
can even speak. 8o little children, Jesus’s lambs,
can hear his voice, How? By listening—that
is, paying attention to the Bible lesson, to the
sermon, to the prayers heard, and the hymns
sung, and by keeping quiet hearts, looking up to
Jesus for his word, Jesus’s word comes softly.
When your mother says, “Darling, I love you,”
|dncs she shout it out in a loud, sharp voice?
Ono. If you are longing to hear mamma say
| something comforting and sweet to you when
I.\'ou feel sick or sorry, you can hear her if you
| listen, no matter how low her voice, Jesus does
not speak in thunders from the sky, but in the
Bible when we read it, and in the whisper that
we can hear in our hearts if we arve still, and if
the thoughts about our play, thoughts about our
work, angry thoughts, selfish thoughts, and all
]h(‘se, do not crowd and make our hearts full

of noise, we can hear Jesus speak to us, and tel] -

us he loves us, and tell us what to do.

thing tight with it unless you have it fast 1
well.

Once a boy went to Sunday school and the
teacher taught a most wonderful lesson. A

How shall we know, then, that we are Jesus's
lambs? Why, if we hear his voice, and love to
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listen ; and then, one thing more, if we follow
lim=that is, if we do as he says. He knows
cvery one of us, He never forgot the name of
one child of his,  He can tell whether we are his
or not by looking in our hearts, but others can tell
only by what we do.

Can  we hear Jesus's voice to-day saying,
* Shine,”  “Follow,”  “ Believe, * Love,
*Come,” “Pray,” * Work,” “Give,” “ Trust,”
« Be free”  He can help us to do what he tells
usto do. Let us ask him, in our little closing
verse, saying lessons, instead of lesson ;

Teach us, Lord, these precious lessons,
Written for us in thy word ;

Tlelp us, S8aviour, to remember
Truths that we to-day have heard.

Study and Occups_ltion for the Sub-
primary Department.

Review,

Memory GeEM.~“Iand my Father are one.”
John 11, 30,

All our lessons so far this year were written by
John, Some people did not believe that Jesus
was God, so John wrote all these lessons to show
them that Jesus is God. We will call every les-
son a picture, and we will make frames for them
all. [Draw upon the board four parallel horizon-
tal lines and, intersecting these, five vertical
parallel lines. Call each square a picture frame,
and place in it at the proper time an outline
picture cut from paper.]

Our first lesson shows that Jesus is (God be-
cause he helped God make everything, and be-
cause Jesus does so much more for us than does
the light of the sun he is the light of the
world—the life that Jesus gives us being Chris-
tian life.  So our picture for this lesson will be a
candle to give light,

Lesson number two shows that Jesus is God
because, when John the Baptist baptized Jesus,
(iod spoke out of heaven and said that Jesus was
his Son; because Jesus knew Simon’s name with-
out being told, and could see Nathanael under
the fig tree when no one else could, and because
Joln the Baptist said Jesus is the Lamb of
(iod. - Our picture for this lesson will be a lamb,
because God sent Jesus to this world to make
bad people good, just as the Jews sent lambs to
their temples to make themselves good,

The next lesson shows that Jesus is God be-
cause, at the marriage feast, Jesus turned water
into wine, and no one but God can turn water
into wine. Our picture will be a waterpot.

Our fourth lesson shows that Jesus is God be-
cause Nicodemus, who knew all that books could
tell him, said that Jesus had come from God, and
went to learn of him, and because Jesus spoke to
Nicodemus words that could come only from
God.  Jesus told Nicodemus that a person
must be born again before he could go to
heaven. Our picture will be a bud and a blos-
som because a Christian, like a flower, has two
birthdays.

The next lesson shows that Jesus is God be-
cauge he told the woman at Jacob’s well all that
ever she did, and no one but (iod knows what a
person does without being told ; and this lesson
shows that Jesus is God because he told the
woman that he could give her new life that would
never end, No one else could give her new life
that would last for a single moment. Our pic-
ture is a well and aring around it—the ring to
make us remember that the new life Jesus can
give has no end.

The lesson about the nobleman’s son shows
that Jesus is God because Jesus made the little
sick boy well by just telling him to be well. No
one but God can make a sick person well in this
way. Our picture is a little boy,

The next lesson shows that Jesus is God be-
cause Jesus made the sick man at the pool well
by just telling him to take up his bed and walk ;
and this lesson shows that Jesus is God because
Jesus told the people that he and God are one,
and that some time all who are in the graves will
hear the voice of Jesus and will come out of
their graves. No one but God can do this. Our
picture will be a bed like the one the sick man
carried when cured by Jesus, [A sheet of note
paper, rolled up and tied.]

When Jesus fed five thousand people with five
barley loaves and two small fishes he showed that
he is God; for no one but God can make a
little bread and fish grow to be a great
deal. Our picture wiii be of the little lad’s
lunch—two fishes and five loaves [these resemble
biscuits],

When Christ went to the feast of tabernacles
he showed that he was God, for he told the peo-
plethat he could give them something that would
do them more good than water; that he could
give them goodness and life that would never
end. He had never been to school where minis-
ters learn how to preach, vet he could preach
better than anyone else who ever lived. One
who knows so much without ever learning must
be God. Our picture will be the golden pitcher
which the priest at the feast filled with water,
and a branch of the tree which the Jews used
in the march, and from which they built their
tents,
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The lesson we come to next shows that Jesus ’
is God because in it Jesus says that when people
do wrong, and their =ins make them like slaves,
he can take away all their sins and make them
free. The words of Jesus can take the bad
out of people. The words of Jesus are in the
Bible, so our picture is of a Bible and of a
broken chain, for the Bible can break this sin
chain,

Our lesson about the bLlind man shows that
Jesus is God because Jesus =ays that no one but
God can make a blind man see,  Our picture is
of an eye, to make us remember that God gave
sight to the eyes of the man that had never be-
fore had sight, [Pin up the picture of an eye,
which may be cut from some old lesson lu»lpor;
printer’s catalogue.] |

Our last lesson shows that Jesus is God I..»J
cause he says that no one can go to heaven un-
less he comes to him first, e s he will keep
his sheep—that is, his people—from all harm.
No one can keep people from all harm but God,
Our picture is of the rod with which the shep-
herd pulled the sheep from places where they
might get hurt, and the staff with which he gunided
them along.

[Give each child a cross with the word “God "
on one side, * Christ " on the other.)

W hisper Songs for March.

TENTH LESSON,
Dear Saviour, sin would bind me,
But thou canst make me free:
Thy loving and beloved child
Forever I would be.

ELEVENTH LESSON,
When sin and self would blind me,
1 lift my eyes to Thee :
Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life,
The Light by which 1 see,

TWELFTH LESSON,
When self would seek to lead me,
And sin would do me harm,
Good Shepherd, lift thy little lamb,
And bear me on thy arm.

THIRTEENTH LESSON,
Though many voices call me,
The Shepherd’s voice I hear :
“1 know mine own, mine own know me,”
And so I cannot fear,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,

First Quarter,

CONCERT RECITATION,

Safely through another week,
God has brought us on our way ;
Let us now a blessing seck,
Waiting in his courts to-day:
Day of all the week the best,
Emblem of eternal rest,

Teacher. Lord, open thou our lips :
Class, And our mouth shall show forth thy

| praise.

PrAISE SoNG, “ We praise thee, O God.™
7. Come, let us worship and how down,
(', Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker,

WHISPER PRAYER,
Before my words of prayer arve said
I'll close my eyes and bow my head ;
I'll try to think to whom I pray,
And try to mean the words I say.

PRAYER.

MoTiox SoxG, 66, ¢ Melodies for Little People,’
CONCERT RECITATION,

Small ave the gifts that we can bring,
But thou hast taught us, Lord,

If given for the Saviour's sake,
They lose not their reward,

OFFERING=. ‘“ Giive, said the little stream.”
REsPoNsIVE EXERCISE,

Teacher, For life, and health, and happy days,
(Mass, We praise our Joving Lord ;

7. For love that leads in wisdom’s ways,

€. We praise our loving Lord ;

7. Forthis dear friend, so kind and true,
', We praise our loving Lord ;

7. That she may know and serve thee, too,
(', We pray our loving Lord.

BirTHDAY GIPTS,

Finst Psarm,

Lesson Tavenr,

EcHo PrRAYER.

SINGING,

CLOSING CONCERT PRAYER.

Be with us, loving Saviour,
Through all our childhood days ;
And help us now and always

Walk in thy holy ways.
Teacher. The Lord watch between thee and
me,

Class, When we are absent one from the other.

DISMISSAL,
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A Series of S8ermons on the

ns for 1899, by eminent preachers, Cloth,
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m. By Thos. F. Lockyer, B.A.
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The Gospel ot St. John. By Marcus Dods. The .
Expositors Bible. oth, net, $1 10,

The Life of Jesus rist. By James Stalker, D.D.
Cloth, 60c.

The Life of Christ £ By Frederick W, Farrar, D.D,
F.R.8. Cloth, 90c. ¥

Jesus Christ, the ine Man. His Life and Times.
Br Rev. J. F. Vdllings, M,A. Men of the Bible.
Cloth, 75¢.

Jesus the Messtahd His Life and Times, By Alfred
Edersheim, M. Oxon., D.D.,, PhD., In two
volumes, Cloth, ngr, $2.00, .
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J

Edersheim, M.A., Oxon,, D.D.,
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Bible. By Joseph Parker, DD,
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INTRODUCTION, l
Chapter I. A Stranger Among Us.
I1. Openidy His Commis:ion,
IL A Priviate Interview,
IV. ltinerating.
V. At theCo. ference.
VI. The Representative Session.
VIIL. His Clpsing Ministry.

Rev. William Ishav, D D., LLL.D.. Principal
Wesleyan Theological College, Montreal, says:
*“Not narrow, .fnt broad.” Champness, the
presumed antho:’ at his hottest could not be
narrow. There ds a pious vigor, often incor-
rectly termed putitanical. which deals many an
unjust blow ; but in this live, racy, strong,
spiritual, sensible book nothing is found to
which anyone could take exception, but much
that should make the Church better, It can-
not be read withput much interest and profit.”
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