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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

Our realers will observe that this is the last num--
ber of the second volume of the Record, with whicl
wesend a title page and Index, and would invite the
attention of our subscribers to the prospectus of the
therd volume.  We wosld also remind them that by a
little exertion they may materially increase our circu-
lation, aud trust thut they willendeavour to obtain new
subsciibers, vow, Lefore the volume commences, that
we may know what number to begin with; and also
that none may be disappointed in getting them from
the first. The twelve numbers for the past year, and
al:0 a few of the first year, may be had bound up in
two neat volumnes, price 1s. 8d. cach, by application to
Mr. Becket, or at the depository, MGill Street.  This
book i~ very suitable for Sabbath Schoul Libraries, and
for presents for the young.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We thank an unknown friend to the Record for his
attention, and achnowledge the receipt of twou papers;
¢ The Brst meeting of a Christian cungregation” is not
quite suited to the Record ; the writer seems to us to
have a wrong inpression of the feclings of the disciples
on the evening in questivn, ¢ The picture” is a very
good and suitable article, and will appear in our next
number, we regret that it was too late fur the present.
We hope to hear again from © A sabbath school teacher.”
We trust that sonie others during the leisure hours of
winter, will turn their attention to our little Messenger,
and send something by it to the young and rising gene-~
ration in the Canadas—something that will intevest and
instruct the mind.
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HINDOO IDOLS,

You have been accustomed to hear that ¢ the Lord
our God is one Lord.”  You will therefore wonder to be
told that in India, the Hindocs speak of three hundred
and thirty milliens of gods. They have «changed the
glory of the incorruptible God iuto an image, made like
to corruptible man, aud to birds and four-footed beasts,
and creeping things.”  Our religion tells us of a Creator,
a Preserver, and a Redeemer, and it tells us that the
same merciful and holy God, is the maker and upholder,
and Saviour of men. The Hindoos, however, change
this truth into a lie. They teach one another to believe,
that over the hundreds of millons of their Gods, there
are three chief deities, one is the Creator, another
the Preserver, and another the Destroyer. These three
principal gods they suppose to be coutiually quarselling
with one another, to be ndulging vile affections, and to
be committing horrid erimes 5 and thus the poor worship-
pers know not which of them to obey, and feel, thatin
cherishing the most hateful dispusitivns, and in doing the
vilest actions, they are just acting like their gods.

We wish to show you how ¢ men’s foolish hearts
.are darkened,” and how they ¢ become fools™ when they



186

lose the knowledge of the true God. We are sure
there is scarcely a child who reads this Magazine but
will see how well idol worshippers deserve the name of
“fools,”” a name given to them by that God who has
taught us to deplore their sins, fur more deeply than we
despise theic weakness.  You must remember that there
is something about a false worship far too awful merely
to be smiled at. In Hindostan, for example, where
gods are far more in number, they are a'so worse in
character than men, The rel'gion of the people, conse-
quently, debases and pollutes their minds, instead of lead-
ing them 1o holiness. We shall niention a few of the
vices of the Hindoos—vices, all of which are practised
hy every one among them, who has the opportunity and
the temptation. Habitual. falsehood and deceit, pride,
tyranny, disobedience to parents, covetousness, gamb-
ling, ingratitude, perjury, cruelty, and revenge, ofien end-
ing in secret murder—these are some of their leading
vices, all of which are patronised by their false gods.
It is said that in the single province of Bengal, ten thou-
sand children are destroyed every month, and private
murders of grown up persons are frequently commitied
over all the land ; and all this among a people without
natural energy of character, and not given to war,
but thoroughly debased and ruined by a false religion.
INDRA.

The three chief gods of the Hindoos referred t. above,
are Brahma, Vishnoo, and Shiva. Shiva is the detesta-
bie deity already mentioned as the destroyer.  Indra,
they say, was produced from Biahma, acd is called
the king of heaven, ¢ His character is of the dark
kind,” says Dr. Marshman ; ¢ fearful, envious, and even
thievish.” e is represented as standing in great awe
of the Brahmins, that js, of the priests smong the Hin-
doos. A very child may see that the-e priests have in-
vented this notion for the sake of their own puwer over
the wretched people.

They say that once Indra laughed at some little Brah-
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mins, and that to punish this insult, they =t themselves
to make another king of heaven, an hundred times more
poweiful than Indra. Hearing of this, Indra employed
another to go and intercede with the little Brahmins on
h:s behalf.  Tius fricad of India prev.iled with them to

make a king of birds, instead of a king of heaven, and thus
Indra’s kingdom was spared.

GAROON.

This god has wings and is the representation of Garoon,
the king of birds, whom the lifite Brahmins made. We
shall mantion one or twa th-ngs that are told about the
deity of whom this figure is an image. When you
read them, you may be disposed to laugh, but by mil-
lions of perishing Hindoos they are believed ; and they
are 100 sad for being laughed at, they are more worthy of
your tears.  Tius tecrible being, they say, came out of
an egg which had lain a thousand years. When he
burst the egg. the mountains were blown away by the
wind of his wings. To do a service to his mother, he is
said to have flow. to the moon, to have seized it, and
brought it down, hiding it under s wing, Before he
set out on this flight, they teil that he went to lus mother
and asked something to eat; she sent kim to the sea
side to pick up whatever he could see. Away he flew,
and the three worlds were shaken by his wings, like the
sea in a mighty tmpest.  Passing over a country where
fishermen dwelt, he opened his mouth, and, by one
breath, took in the fishermen and their houses, and the
whole town at one mouthiful. Pursuing his flight, and
still complaining of hunger, he is pointed to an elephant
and a torioise, the one fighting with the other. The body
of the tortnise covers eighty miles, and that of the ele-
phant an hundred and sixty miles. Garoon seizes the
e'ephint with one claw, and the tortoise with the other,
and perches with them both on a tree eight hundred
miles high—the tree breaks with his weight, bus he flies
to a mountain with his prey, and there devours it.
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This is a specimen of the foolisu fables invenied by
the priests and believed by the people of Hindostan.
Here our young friends will perceive a most wretched
attempt to make their gods great; but oh, how childish-
and base iz this d¢ ription, compared with what is told
of Him, ¢“whom no man hath seen, nor can see,”
whom ¢ heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot con-
tain,”’ ¢ who maketh the clovds his chariot, who walketh
on the wings of the wind!”

Our God has said, “Il T were hungrv. I would not
iel} thee, for the world is mine and the fullness thereof.
Wil T eat the flesh of bulls or drink the bloed of goats 7
¢ Offer unto the Lord thanksgiving.” Thus God asks
thanksgivirg, but the poor Hindoo has no word for
thanks in all his language, and no fecling of thanks in all
ins heart.  Ile knows nothing of that bigh and grand
truth which a Cliristian cluld can expre:s in the:e three
words, “ God is love.”  When he turns his thoughts to
his base deities, he kpows what 1t is to tiemble, but he
knows nothing ¢f what it isto love or inst, He has no
sense of the tiue blesseduess expressed in s ch words as
these ; « We love him because he first Joved us”” <0
Lord of Hosts, blesscd is the man that trusteth in thee.”
Remember that Chnstyw hois the only image of theinvisible
God, has said, < Ye have neither heard s voice at any
time nor seen his shape ;7 but 1if you would wizh a des-
cription of the poner and gloy ot the true God to con-~
trast with the 1dle ficrion gven above, we would point
you to the following words in the third chapter of the
book of Habakkuk. How cheering to think that he
whom they de-cribe, is saying to every faithful misson-
ary in the world, < Lo, I am with youalways, even unte
he end of the world.”

“# God came from Taman,

And the Boly Ore from mount Paran.  Sclah.
His glory covers the heavens,

And the earth was full of his praise,

And his brightness was as the light ;
He had horns coming out of his hand ;
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And there was the hiding of his power,

Before im went the pestilence

And burning coals went forth at his fect.

He stood, and measured the carth

He beheld, and drove asunder the nations,

And the everlasting mountans were scattered, .
The perpetual hills did bow :

Hie ways are everlasting.”

————n—
THE PARABLE OF THIE TALENTS.
MATTHEW xxv. 14—30.

This parable, as well as ceveral others, begins hy say-
ing, ¢ The kingdom of heaven 1s like,”” &c. These words,
¢ the kingdom of heaven,”” when used in the 3ible, often
mean not only heaven itself, but the kingdom of Christ in
this world. ~ You know that he is the King of his peo-
ple ; all those who love him are his subjects, and they
obey his laws. Many of his subjects have already left this
wotld, and gone to heaven, where they see him as he is ;
but though those who remain on earth cannot see him, yet
he takes as much notice and as much care of them, as of
those who are living in bis immediate presence. The Bible
says, that all men belonz either to the kinzdom of Christ,
or to the kingzdom of Satan. Satan is called the prince, or
king of this world; that is, of ali those who seck for hap-
piness only in this world, and who, instead of obeying
Christ’s laws, follow only their own inclinations, and the
customs of other wicked men. The people of Christ are
commanded to come out from the world, and to be separate
from them ; this does not mean that they are not to live
among worldly men, for they cannot help doing that; it
means that they are to act quite differently from them, so
as to show plamly that they obey Christ as their Kin~.
Though they are scattered almost all over the earth, and
few of them ever see one another in this life, yet they alb
belong to one kingdom, and will at last be all gathered to—
gether into one place.

The parable tells of a1ich man whe was going to *-avel.
into a distant country, to be absent for a long time. He
did not wish his servants to be idle while he was away, so
he gave some money to each of them, which they were to
use for him. We are also told how each of the servants
used the different sums that he gave them ; how he cal-
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led them to account after he came back; and how he re-
wrarded cach of them.

The man travelling into a far country, is intended to re-
preseat the Lord Jesus Clirist, who has left this world,
and gone into heaven. The talents given to the servants,
are all (e things which Jesus Christ has given to those
who are his servants, which they can employ in his
service.

Moncy is one talent which he has given to them ; and
though they are to provile what is necessary for them-
selves and their families, whatever money they can spare
after doing that, ousht to be spent in serving Christ. He
dues not, as you know, necd it himzelf, but he has com-
manded us to help the poor, especially such as love
bim. He considers every kinaness shown to them the same
as if done to himsclf. [t is also the duly of his servants to
give money to buy DBibles for those who have ncae, and
who cannot pay for them ; te help to support those minis-
ters who employ themnselves in preaching the gospe!; and
o assist in the expense of missionaries going to the hea-
then. In these ways, and in many others, money may be
used in the service of Christ.

Leisure time is another talent, which he has given to his
servants, Many of them have to spend a great part of
their time ir working for their bread ; and even while they
are doing that they are serving him, if they are diligent
end industrious, because he has commanded them to be so.
But whatever leisure they have, they shonld especially try
to use it in his service. They should take eveiy praper
opportunity of reading the Bible, praying to God, hearing
his word, and thinking about what they have read and
heard. By his blessing, they will thus learn to love him
more and more, they will become more anxious to do his
will, and be made fit to enter heaven. They should also
try to instruct those who are ignorant of the way of salva-
tion, and telk to them of the love of Christ, that they may
be led to love him too.

It is impossible lor me to tell you all the different talents
which Jesus Chnist has given to his servants; but what-
ever they have, that they can in any way use to serve
him, is a talent committed to them by him. And remem-
ber, that whatever any man possesses, he hasreceived from
God, whether he is a servant of Christ or not. None
should think, that because they do not pretend to be his
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servants, therefore they may make what use they please of
the things they have. ™ It is still their duty to use the gifts
of.God for his glory. Those who do not fove the Saviour,
wﬂ.l never H‘uink of employing their all in his service ; but
their not loving him, instead ot being an excuse, only makes
their sin greater.

‘The servants in the parable did not all get the same sam
of money, “but every man according to his several abi-
lity ;”” and neither have all the servants of Christ received
the same number of talents, but each one has got what is
most suitable for him. Thus, some have more money, and
mcre leisure than others ; some have a good memory, and
a great deal of learning, while others kncw very little,
and can hardly remember any thing that they hear. But
as the servant that received two talents traded with them
g{; weli as the one who had five, so none should think that

is having less than some others is any excuse for neglect-
ing to serve Christ.  Perhaps chiidren may think, that
surely Chiist has not given them any talents. But have
not you sometimes halfpence to spare, which you might
give to the Missionary, Bible, or Tract Society, or to the
poor? 1f you really love the Saviour, you would find far
more pleasure in giving a penny for such purposes, than in
buying toys or sweet things. And do you notspend a great
deal of time in play, when you mizht be reading the Bible,
or going to hear a week-day sermon? I do not say that
you should never play: God does not desire that young
people should give up innocent amusements, or that they
should be always reading and praying. But 1 do say, that
all your leisure hours should not be spent in play ;. and
that you would be murh more cheerful and bappy than
you are, if you spent some of ihem in serving Christ. You
can read ; now, is there no blind, nor aged, nor sick man
or woman you know, that would let youread a chaptes of
the Bible, or a tract to them, sometimes? Perhaps these
persons had not so much instiuction when they were young
as you have ; they may not know the way of salvation, but
they might learn 1t, if you were to read to them ; or if
they do know it already, it would be a great pleasure to
them to hear the Bible read, when they are not 2ble to
read it themselves, You see that evel children have tal-
ents committed to them ; and you may easily find out others
besides those that I have mentioned.

¢ After a long time, the lord of these servants cometh,
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and reckoneth with them.”” This is to teach us, that
Christ will come again, to call men to give an account
of the manner in which they bave used their talents. We
-vead in the Bible of some people, who are so foolish and
wicked as to say, because he is so long of commng, that
fie will never come at all. But however long it may be
€ilt then, he will certainly come, and those who have
spoken in such a way, will find themselves awfully mis-
taken.

Each of the servants told their master what use they
had nale of the muney he had given them; and so,
<t every one of us must give account of himself to Ged.”?
“Those of them who had made a good use of it, did not boast
of what they had done. Thus the true servants of Christ,
who have faithfully employed all their talents in his ser-
-wice, will not be proud of their good works, or suppose that
they have deserved any reward for them. While they
-are in this world, they do not do whatis right, in order that
fnen may praise them ; they rather try to hide many of
-their good actions from others. But at the day of judg-
ment, the Saviour will call upon them to tell all these
things, before the whole multitude of all the men that have
ever lived ; and then those who formerly ridicoled them
will be ashamed ; while they themselves will be uaspeak-
-ably happy, in being kindly approved by the Judge There
<vas sin mixed with all they did on earth, even with theis
best services ; but their sins will not be mentioned then,
because they have been all forgiven for the Saviour’s sake.
“The master said, ¢ Well done, good and faithful servant;
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee
ruler over many thirgs; enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.” 1f you read from the 34th verse to the 40th of the
same chapter which contains this paiable, you will see
what the Judge will say at last to his faithfui servants.

The servant who had but one talent, came and said,
<¢ Lord I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping
where thou hast not sewn, and gathering where thou hast
not strawed ; and T was atr-id, and went and hid thy tal-
ent in the earth.” There are few persons so bold as to say
that God is a hard master, who requires more than they can
perform: hut m ny think so in their hcarts.  All men na-
turally hate him, and dislike to submit to Lim, Rom. vii.
7. And a' the day of judgment, all their wicked and fool-
ish thoughts of God will be exposed before angels and men.
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They may satisfy themselves now with thinkinz that their
faults are hid from others, but how ashamed will they be
then! Dan. xii. 2.

The loid of that idle servant did not excuse him, be-
cause he had such thoughts ; he showed, that even if be
had been as hard a master us the servant imagined, that
should only have made him the more anxious to do at least
what he could to please him. And those will be found
without excuse at last, who have refused to use their tal—
ents in the service of Chiist. They will be obliged to ewss
that they deserve that awful punishment which shall come
upon them. They will be depuived of all that they once
possessed 3 while inore and more honour and happiness wilk
be given to the faithful servants. Those who dihgently
serve Christ with the little that they have, may expect
that he will in due time give them more ; indeed, the Jon—
ger they serve hun, the more they will love him, and the
more they will be able to do for him. But such as seek
only to please themselves, and are toe slothful to serve
hun, will sooner or later lose all the talents they now en-
joy ; this sometimes happens even in this world, but if not,,
it certainly will be the case at the day of judgment. The
¢ unprofitable® servant was to be cast into ¢ outer darkness,
where shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”” See.
Matt. xxv. 41—46,

There are two things which children should particularly
remember in this parable. The first s, that the servant
who had only one talent, had to give an account of it, as
well as those men whe had more. And if children have
fewer, or smaller talents than others, still they will have
to give account of themselves to God, as well as older peo~
ple.  They will have to tell what improvement they made
of every sermon they beard, every lesson they learncd, and
every hour that they were allowed to spend as they pleas—
ed. The ¢ dead small and great” shall stand to be judged,
Rev. xx. 12, )

"The second thing which I wish children to remember is,
that the servant who was cast ioto outer darkness, had not
wasted or stolen bis master’s money ; he had only allowead
it to lie by unemployed. And so, 1t will not be enough fsr
children to say that they did not tear or destroy their books,
that they never spent their leisure hours in working wis—
chief, or laughed and talked while they were hearing the
addresses of their teacher. 1f they have not done so, they
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will not be punished for it ; but they will still deserve pun
ishment, if they have not improved the things I have named,
as they might have done.

Since childien at present cannot give a good account
of ali the ialents they have already had,they oughtearnestly
#o seek forgiveness through the biood of Christ, and
grace to use alight all those talents which they may re-
cejve,

LV NV S——
IXVITATION TO THE SABBATH SCIOOL.
WRIITEN FOR THE ** RECORD.”
Come now, Robert, come away,
T'his is not a dy for play ;
1t 18 Sabbath, and, you know,
All good boys tu scnool should go.

The Lord who d.cd for you and me,
When bad men nailed him to the tree,
Bids us leave off cvery sin

And wickedness, and flce to him.

You'll be told what God has done,
In sending forth bis only Son

‘To bear our sins, that we nught be
Happy throughout ctennty.

While on carth the Sawviour said,

‘When children in Ins arms were laid ;
4 Suffer them tc come *~—what love !—
4 For of such 1s heaven ” above.

You know that we all must die—
Repent and God will hear your ery 3—
And when death and judgment’s past,
A happy home 18 yours at last.

Come, then, Robert, come away,

In evil paths, oh, do not stay,

Christ 1s asking you to go ;—

Will you, will you, answer No ? .

—————aes
A LIR CANNOT BE HID,
Elisha the Prophet of the Lord, had a wicked ser-

want, whose name was Gehazi.
There came, one day, to the Prophet, a very great
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man, who wae sacly afflicted with the leprosy ; and he,
by God’s blessing, cured him,

And he was very thankful. He wauted the Prophet
to reccive as a present very much gold and silver, and
fine raiment, as a token of his gratitude,—but he would
not. Elisha blessed him, and sent lum back again in
peace.

But the servant of the man of God longed to have
some of this money,—and so0 he ran after Naaman, for
this was the name of the person who had been cured,
and overtook him. And he came down out of his
carriage, and said, “ Is all well 7" Aund he said, < Allis
well1”

And Gehazi said to him, “ My master hath sent me;
saying. Behold, even now, there be come to me from’
Mount Ephraim two young men, of the sons of the
Prophets; give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver,
and two changes of garments. And Naaman said, Be
content,—take two talents, And he bound two talents
of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments,
and laid them on two of his servants, and they bare
them before him.”

This was very generous and kind of Naaman; but
all that Gehazi had said was false. There were no
young men come to his master. Elisha had not sent
him.

Well,——when they were come into the town, Gehazi
took the money and garments, and laid them vp in a
very secret place, and sent the servants back again to
Naaman.

And he was greatly pleased with the success of his
plan. He thought no oue koew anything of the mat-
ter; and he already determined to buy oliveyards, and
vineyards, and a large estate.

But lying cannot behid. Though no fellow-creature
may know it, God is acquainted with the secrets of all
hearts: he knew all that the Prophet’s servant had
done, and he told Elisha.

And so, when Gehazi went in, and stood before hia
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master, as he had been used to do, Elisha said, « whence
comest thou, Gehazi? and he rad, Thy servant went
no whither! And the prophetsaid, no whither! Didst
thou not go after MNaaman? Did he not come down
from his chariot to meet thee? No whither, Gehazi!
Did he not send his servants with thee to carry two
talents of silver, and two changes of raiment? no
whither ! Hast thou not laid up in a secret place, the
treasures which thou hast so basely gained ?

He was self-coudcned.  1le kuew that all his mas-
ter had sald was trae, and he was sprechless, And
every liar shall be speechless, when God ealls him in o
Judgment.

But did not Gebazi gain a great deal of money by
his lying ? Yes,—but st did him no goed. For though
be gained the mouey of Naaman, he had with it Ius
dreadful affliction, For he went out from his master’s
presence a leper, as white as snow.

There is nothiug gamed here or hereafter by lying.
A lie cannot be lnd.  And God has told us, that all
Jiars shall have their part i the lake that burueth with
fire aud brimstoune.

N

THE RULER WHO CAME TO CHRIST BY NIGHT.

‘There were mauy persons, when the Lord Jesus was
here on earth, who b licved that he was the Messiab,
the great Teacher sent from Goud, and yet they were
afraid openly to acknowledge it.

Nicodemus was oue of these, he was a great man, a
ruler among the Jews, and a member of the principal
council of the nation.

For fear lest his fijends should reproach him, he
came by night to pay the Saviour a visit, and to in-
quire into his doctrine.

Our Lord did not flatter him, but told him plainly,
that though he was a Master in I:.rael, and made a
great profession of religion, that unless he was changed
by God's Holy Spirit, in heart and life, that he could
never see the kingdom of God.
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Nicodemus had never heard such doctrine as this be-
fore, and he could not understand it. Therefore our
Lord explained it wore at large,~—and still repeatedly
and solemnly assured him, that if he should live and
die a stranger to this great change, he could not possi-
bly be saved.

And this is true of every one. It is the case with
me. My heart and iy life must be changed by God's
Spirit, or I have only the name of Christian, which
-will profit me nothing, T too must be born again.

But how may I know, whether I am born again? I
will tell you.

If you are born again, you have begun to pray fromt
the heart; before, you prayed only with your lips,—
this indeed was ouly the form of prayer. Gud does
not accept any prayer which does not arise from the
heart.

If you are born again,—you will delight to read the
Scriptures.  You will behold woudrous things in God's
holy word. It will be a light to your feet, and a lamp
to your path.  Yuu will say from your own experience,
It is sweeter also than honey, or the droppings of the
honey-comb.

If you are born again,—vou will lear to sin against
God, You will be sincerely concerned to do every
thing which is pleasing in bis ~ight,  David said, « Thy
word have I Lid in my heart, that T might not sin
against God.”  And you will do so too.

If you are born agdin,—jou will love all the people
of God. By this,” saud the Lord Jesus, “shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
toward another.”  “We know,” sard John, “that we
have passed fromn death uuto life because we luve the
brethren.”

If you are bora again,—you will desire God's fa-
vour more thao anything clse.  Wiilst mauy all around
you are inquiring after worldly guud, you will say,
“Lord! Lt theu upon me the light of thy counte-
nance; this shall put glaluess into my heart. Thy
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lfz}vour is life, and thy loving-kindness is bLetter th 2
ife.”

O'! if you are born again,—then you are a child of
God. Then God wi.. never leave nor forsake you.
Then be will one day bring you into his presence,
where there is a fulness of joy, and pleasures for ever-
more,

P
CHILDREN CALLED TO CHRIST.
BY THE LATE REV. R. M, M'CHEYNEB.

Like mist on the mountain,
Lake ships on the sea,
So swiftly the years
Of our pilgrimage flee;
In the grave of our futhcrs
How soon we shall L !
Dear children, to.day
To u Saviour fly.

How sweet are the flow'rets
In April and May!

But often the frost makes
Them wither away.

Like flowers you may fade,—
Are you rcady to die ?

Winle * yet there 18 room”
To a Saviour fly.

When Samuel was young
He first knew the Lord,
He slept i his smile
And reporced in s word ;
So most of God’s cluldren
Are early brought mgh :
Oh scek [lim m youth—
To a Saviour fly.

Do you ask me for pleasure ?
Then lean on flis breast,
For there the sm !aden
And weary find re<t.
In the valley of death
You will trinmphing ery,
* If this be called dywng,
"Ths pleasant to dic."

", s 0w !

-
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Pissionarp Entelligence.

AMoOY.

The American Board of Forcign Missions, from whose
Monthly Missionary Herald we have extracted the follow-
ing intellizence, have labourers in almost every portion
of the missionary field. At Amoy, in China, they have
two, viz., Messrs. Doty and Pohiman, with their familics.
M. Pohlman has recently sent very interesting intelligence
to the committee in New York of the state of that country ;
and he frequently takes considerable journies through the
country, visiting the different stations, and seeking oppor-
tllg;nges of doing good. His letter is dated in January,

January 21.—While Mr. Pohlman was returning from
Kolongsoo, he observed a bundle floating on the water,
Its shape attiacted his attention, and, upon inquiry, he
found that it was an infart! From this fact he takes oc-
casion to state the mode of destroying life in such cases.
“Upon the first cry of the child, some grains of rice are

ut into its mouth, which preduce instant death. The
ody is then bound up in a coarse sack, tied with a cord,
and committed to the watery element.”?

Jan. 23.—Yesterday I visated the temple of the chief judge of the
infernal regions. I have never before seen so many gods of all
shapes and sizes, male and female, large and emall, black and
white.  The sight was heart.sickentng. I found the temple fro.
quented by several old women, scarcely able to hobble along;
and a poor priest was just concluding heathen mass for a dying
person. I asked him whether he could save souls, and an affir.
mative reply was miven. I then pressed hun on the point of bemng
saved himeclf, and asked, as he saved others, who saved lis soul ?
To this question he returned no answer, and, bemg _onfounded,
soon took his departure.

Like ancicut Athens, of which the Aposile Paul speaks, this
¢ city is wholly given to idolatry.” 1 recently asked my inter.
preter to write down the names of the most common divinities,
and hec soon prescnted me with a list of eighty.six. I sup.

ose there may be hundreds, counting chiefs and subordinates,
%early every object known inheaven above, or in the earth beneath,
is worshupped.  Fire, earth, water, sca and Jand, mountains, sun,
moon and stars, trees, horses and oxen, main, medicine, dwel.
lings, ships, heaven and hell, all have their reepectve deities ; and
go out when and where we will, » . perecive that in all things the
people are in great darkness.
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Feb. 1.—Yesterday was the festival of escorting the gols to
heaven. This is done by cracker-firing, burmng It paper, in.
ecnse-offering, and candle.buming. It always happens on the
24th of the last month 1n thair year, and answers in time to our
Christmus, bemng a week before thar New.Year,  The terrestnal,
or the gods that are on the carth, go up to heaven, and the celes.
tial, that 18, those that are n heaven, comc down to the carth;
and this change of places is made, as they believe, that the gods
who have heen on the carth may tell the * Great Spinit ” what
they have been domng threugh the year, and the treatment they
have reccived. The celestial gods, or those who come down
from heaven, are to comfort and rejoice the people dunng the fes-
tivities of the new year.

TUPE OF RARATONGA.

Far away in the soathern part of the world, in the oudst of
wido scas, many beautiful hitle islands are foend.  "Their shores
are lincd with coral rocks; over the valleys the bread-frat, co-
eoa-nut, and paim.trecs, spread ther boughs; and around the
hizh mountans, vast numb.rs of most beautiful birds are scen
fiying, with their golden, green, and purpic wings.  These plea-
sant hittle spots are called the South Sca Islands. 'The people
who live 1n than were once all wWolaters ; but the word of salva.
tion ha  been carned to them, and mauy are now Ciinstians,

Tupe was a chicf i an island called Raratonga,  Before the
Missmunanics went to hus land he was active i the service of vain
idols;  but wlhen he heard the Gospel he bodieved it, threw away
Ins fulse gods, and worked huard to biuld the first house of the
Lord that was raised where he lived.

There were some who did not love Tupe, because e left the
worship of the wuls, aud thuy set fire o fus house when he was
aseep.  Ilis honse v.as Larned down; bul Gud watched over
him, and saved him.  The fire caught the chapdd, wlich was
next door to Tupe’s house, and that was alo destreyed.  «O
Teacher,” he said, ¢ the hook of God s consumed ! "My house,
my prop-rty, never regard 3 but oh, my book! my bovk! and
ob, the housc of God !

"The next muring he called a meeting of the chiefs.  “See.”
sad he, “the house of God i runs! what shall we do?”
¢ Build it agan,” they replicd.  + Yes, friends, that very good ;
when shall we begin 7' To.morrow,” they cheerfully added.
*“Teachier,” he said to the Missionary, *“ be not cast down; let
them burn, we will build ;  we will tire them out; but, teacher,
do not leave tlus wicked place” At sun.nise the next morming,
Tupe i nd lus friends were secu with their axes on therr shoulders,
on thar way to the mountains, to cut wood to build another
chapel.
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Tupe loved the house of God; but at length he was too ill te
go there.  He was visited by the Missionary, * Ah ! he said,
* it is the will of God my seat in his house should be empty.
Here I sit, and hear the people sing; and,oh! J wish to be there

I give myselt to prayer.  Ged s watn me: he will not forsake
me."

At another time he said, * Two portions of the word of God
afford me much delight: that s Isaiah, * Thine cyes shall sec
the King 1 s beauty; they shail behold the land that s very
far off ;' and the words of the apostle Paul, *Havug a desire to
depart, and to be with Chnst, which 1s far better.’ I have no
dread of death,  Christ 1s my refuge.”  Then, m a little time, he
added, ** Salvation is all of grace, throngh the blood of Chust.”
“In our Father's house we shall meet agam,” said s teacher.
* Yes, we shall meet in glory,—no more to part,  No, to be for
ever with Chnst. 1long to be with him. 1 have done with the
world, what 1cmains I8, to sct n order, and think of the cause of
Christ.”

Agan the Missionary went to see him.  * How is it wilh your
roul 7 Allis well” # Ly you find your Saviour your support
m death 7' “He 1=.” “Is the path.way clear?” *“No ob.
ftruction ; the way is clear.” ¢ Have you any fear?” * None;
Christ 1s maics 1 dusire to scehim, and be withhian, I gu: you
remam. [ am going to Gud. I have done with the world : we
have been long compations, now we parl. It s pamful ; but the
Lerd’s will be done.”  Sunie water was given o to diuk, when
he said, 1 shaii svon drink of the water ol bife.”—Ile said much
inore tu encowage s teachur, and 1o instruct lus famuly, and
when he died.

tlad it not been fur Missons, Tape would have hived without
God, and did without hope.  Let the aceount of lus ife and
happy death lead us to luve the Go~pdl more, and mcrcase our
zcal 10 sending 1t to the heathen.—Missiwnary T'a.ts.

WESLEYAN MISSIONS IN WESTERN AFFRICA.

“In Sicrra Licone the stat: of thngs 1s generally encomagmg.
'The state of the important nussions at the River Gamibia s s
prosperous as could be rcasonably anficipated, wheu the smal
wmber of the misswnarics 18 taken mto account.  The state of
the mussion in Cupc-Coast curcut affords ample proof that the
k. ciety’s agents have not laboured in vam. The nussion in
IAslanti is nisng m importance, and presents advancing claims
lupon the watchiul care and attention of the committce, while it
bppeals with increasing carnesiness to thie prayerful sympathies of
he frionds of the society. ‘The last yam.custom was cilcbrated
n the capital with the usual barbaric splendour and rotous ex.
bess 3 but it was distinguished by two remarkable c:reumstances
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Formerly, at this great annual festival, literally torrents of human
blood were shed; but on the last occasion, only one person
was pat tu death, and he a ctiminal, who had forfeited bis life by
his offcnces againet the laws; and on the principal day of the
feast, when the excitement was at the lighest mtch, between ono
and two hundred of the natives withdrew from the scene of temp-
tation, and met together wm the miss:on.chup-l for the public
worship of Alnughty God. The regular religious services both
at Kumas and Bantama are well attended, and great mterest is
created by the preaching of the gospel, on the occasional visit of
the missionary, in the town of Jabmn.  On a reeent oceasion, Mr.
Chapman took his usual stand in the pubhc strect, and, on the
very spat which the natural superstition had frequently soaked with
the bloud of human vic'wus, dircctud the atlention of a listening
multitude to the great Chnistian Sacrifice, whose * blood clean.
seth from all an.”  Some events have occurred duning the year,
which, while they serve to show the difficultics which a mission in
Ashant has not unfrequently to encounter, at the same time as
clearly prov e liow much the cause of peace and humanity dcpends
upon the presence and influence of the missionary. The mission
at Badagry affords much encouragement. ‘The chapel is well at-
tended, and sometimes even crowded with the residents of
Badagry, and visitunts from the interior.”’—Report for 1845,

————n

Anccoontes.

Mr W., a native of Anierica, and a member of the
Society of Friends, residing at Paris, had employed
four workmen, who often experienced his liberality.
On the commencement of a new year, they waited on
fhim with their vespects, to receive a new-years gift:
¢« Ah, my friends!” said Mr. W, <[ have thought of
you, and have prepared for each of you a bhttie sum of
15 francs; or, if you prefer it, I will give you the
Word of GGod: fifteen francs is but a small sam, and
would soon be spent; but the Word of God will re-
main a continual source of consolation and salutary
counsel,

The oldest of the men modestly inquired, what was
the Word of God. “Itis the Bible, friend, the Holy
Bible.” <« 0, sir,”” said he, I should like to have the
Word of God, but it would be of no use to me, be-
cause I cannot read.” The second pleaded his urgent
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necessity ; and the third remarked, that the Book
would not pay his rent. The fourth was a boy, about
fourteen : “ You too,” said Mr. W, *¢1 suppose, will
prefer these little pieces of silver?” ¢ Sir,” replied he,
“since you say it is so good a book, I would rather
have the Word of God.” “But can you read it?”
“ Yes sir; I wiil read it to my mother.,” ¢ Let me hear
how you can read 7" Mr. W. then presented him with
one of the Bibles: when opening it, he found in the
middle a piece of gold, of forty francs value. He cast
his eyes on Mr. W.; who then said: « You see my
friend, the word of God is already kind to you: go,
take it, and read often in this good book.”

In the year 1522 a vessel was bound from Philadel-
phia to London, at which place she arrived after en-
countering many dangers on her voyage. She was
there condemned as not being sea-worthy, and the
individuals to whom she was consigned in London dis.
charged the crew. One of them, a lad about 15 years
of age, was recommended to make the best of his way
to Liverpool, where he might probably be able to get
employed in another ship bound for America. He ac-
cordingly left Loudon, and commenced his journey to
Liverpool on foot; and, being almost destitute of
money, he soon began to feel the hardships of hunger.
He was forced to part with such articles as he could
spate, in order to procure food; and when passing
through Stony Stratford, a small town in Buckinhain-
shire, was compelled to ask charity from a person
standing at a door, The individual said, *What is
that you have tied up in your handkerchief #" « That,”
replied the lad, * is my Bible” Well, can't you seil
that, it will help you on your journey *” ¢ No,” said
he, ¢ I will never part with my Bibleif | sell every thing
else, for it was given me by a lady in Boston, and she
advised me never to part with it, and I love to read it,
s0 I won't part with that.” The boy’s wants were sup-
plied, and he pursued his journey.
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This is a fresh proof that the distribution of Bibles
among sailors will be attended with good effects, Here
we see a pour boy, a stranger in astrange land, valuing
the bread which cometh dewn from heaven above that
which perisheth. Alas! how many would part with
their Bibles only to procure trifling amusemeut and
gratification,

—

A young female who belonged to the Brethren's set-
tlement at Gnadenthal, said, to one of the Moravian
Missonaries, that some timme ago she was so angry with
God and her teachers, that she resolved to get away
as far as she could travel, and then she might put in
practice whatever her siuful heart suggested without
control. 1 therefore,” said she, ¢ set off one day full
of these evil thoughts, and when I got out into the
fields I saw two of the school-girls sitting on the grass.
On approaching them I found that they had got one of
the new books, (a Testament,) and one of them was
reading aloud. Just as I passed I heard her read,
¢Away with him! away with him! crocify him!
These words went into my heart like lightning; it
seemed as if I had pronounced them mysell agaiast my
Saviour. [ cried to him to have merey upon me, and
1o forgive me my many sins, Of course I returned to
Gnadenthal. Thus were these little children made the
unconscious instruments of bringing back a wander-
ing lawb from the fold of Christ.

At Wick, near Bristol, when the collectors called on
a poor family which subscribed one penny per week for
a Bible, they were much pleased with the conduct of a
litle boy His mother desired him to look into a cup
for the Bible-card and the penny : when he said, « Mo-
ther, let me give my sixpence, and then we shall have
our Bible the sooner.” His mother readily acceded,
and said, Jt was his first money ; and this act of her son
gave her great hopes for the future.
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ONZ HUNDRED YOLUMES FOR TBN DOLLARS!!

HE American Sunday School Union will bave seady
in a few days the following Library, and sell it at the
very low pricg of 10 cents per Volume,
It consists of o~y HUNDRED BOUND VOLUMES, from 72
to 252 pages each. It would be quite impracucable to sell
the separate volumes at the price asked tor them here, but
by having them printed on less expensive paper than usual,
and dispensing with some embellishments, the price of
the whole set is thus very materially reduced, The
volumes are substantially bound with stiong musiin backs,
regularly numbered and accompamed waih twenty-five
catalogues for the use of the school. Consileiing the size
and number of the books, this may be loocked upon as by
far the cheapest co'lcction which has ever been published

in this country.
here presented.

Orders way be addressed
Strect, New-York.

Shepherd of Salisbury Pliin,
History ol the Orphan Asylum,
Little Henry and His Bearer,
Memonial for 8. 8. Buys,
Memonial for 8. 8. Girls,
Jane and bier Teacher,

Mary Geant,

Happy Chorce,

Hedge of ‘Thorns,

Lucy and her Dahye,

Two Friends,

First of Apni,

Robert and Louisa,
Fisherman and Boy,

Little Robert's Furst Day,
Stories from Scripture,
Robert Benton,

Robert Hamet,

Sketches from the Bible,
Helen and her Cousin,

Julia Changed,

Little Deceiver Reclaimed,
Affectionate Daughter-in-law,
Good Resolution,

PScrgcam Dale,

To prevent all mistakes, a catalogue is

to J. C. Mekks, 152, Nassau

Catalogues of the Books compostng the < Ten Dollar
Sabbath School Library.”

Monument of Parental Affection,
Parung Advice to Youth,
Young Freethnker,

Furst Falsehoud,

Susan Kollock,

Jacob und his Sons,
Ellen Carrol,

‘'eacher’s Manual,
Cousin Clara

Catharine Gray,

C. Buchanan,

Cotton Mather,

Al Bey,

Fatal Laddver,

Christran Martyrs,

Polly Carp,

Obeokiab,

Fireside Conversations,
Missionary Worthics,
Marten and his Scholars,
Lady at the Farm House,
Elnathan,

Scottish Farmer,

David Brainerd,
Religious Fashions,



George Wilson,

Scenes in Georgia,

Lafe of Wishart,

Father's Letters to his Son,
Gardener's Daughter,
Hymns for Infunt Minds,
Isle of Wight,

Histery of Abraham,

E. Cunningham,

A. Wallace and M. Mill,
Alice Brown,

Prayers swituble for Culdren,
Bernard Gilpm,

Hebrew Customs,

The Bible is 1'rue,

House of Refuge,

Olive Suth,

Fust Man,

S. E. Bingham,

First Day of the Wecek,
Week Completed,

Last Day,

Letters to Students,
Emma and ner Nurse,
‘The Five Apprentices,

Clara Stovens,

Nutural Hustory,

James Wilson,

Helen Maurice,
Youthful Memorrs,
Fanuhar Conversations,
B. Ewmng,

Grandfuther Gregory,
Christian Pilgram,

T. ‘I, Thompson,
Harvey Boys,
Thornton Fanuly,
‘Waldensces,

Bedouin Arabs,

Col. Gardiner

Famliar Dialogues,
Urquhart,

Memaorr of Mrs Hooker,
Wmnter Evenng Conversations,
Orissa Missions,
Edward and Mariam
Sclumiel,

Only Son,

Charles Chiftord,

Omar.
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