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ABD-EL-KADER.

COMMUNICATED TO THE “‘CRAFTSMAN' BY V. W. BRO. OTTO KLOTZ.

The persccutions of the Christians in Syria had
reached a climax in 1860, hundreds of men, women
and children had been murdered by a f'anatica],
bloodthirsty and infuriated mob of Moslemim ; it
was in that year when a large number of Christiaus
had sought and found refuge ander the roof of the
humane and noble Emir Abd-el-Kader against a
horde of those fanatical and rebellious Moslemim.

In the midst of those scenes of bloodshed and
murder stood Abd-el-Kader unarmed and accompa-
nied by only a few of his faithful followers, but
determined to save the enemies of his faith {rom the
clutchesof that ioodthirsty mob. “The Christians!
the Christians ! " cried these enraged men, *deliver
up to us the christians, you mﬁdﬁ, or else you will
share the same fate with them, we will destroy you
together with your new brothers.

“The Christians” replied Abd-el-Kader, whose
eyes sparkled with anger. “so long as a single one
“of these brave soldiers around me stands on his
“legs, I will not deliver them upto you, for they
“are my guests. Ye murderers of women and
“children ! only attempt to take out of my house

Upon the second question the Emir replied ; Man
shall give to his neighbor good advice, which is use-
ful to‘?nm for the things of this world and the future,
he shall help that the ignorax}t be instructed, the in-
different be encouraged, which he will do by pro-
tecting them ; he shall honor his superiors without
envy,and have feeling for his inferiors by furnish-
ing them with that which i useful and wards off
that which would harm them.

All commandments rest on two foundations . The
first, to praise God, the other, to have compassion
with ‘the creatures of this supreme God.

Man shall consider that his soul and that of his
fellow c:eatures have an equal orizin, and that only
the ~oul's habitation and the outward appearance of
the ‘same, show a diversity; for the whole soul
springs forth rom a whole and co-essential spirit,
whi-h, like Eve came forth from Adam, is the source
of all souls. )

It is therefore good for man to love his own being
in that of another.

Abd-el-Kader's answer to the third guestion was;
that man must purify his soul, remove therefrom
all vices and beautify it by the ornaments of virtue
and merit. Although these merits are numerous,
they may be reduced to four principal ones. the at-
tainment of which embraces all the other branches.

These are science, courage, gassion and justice.

“those christians to whom I gave refuge and you
“will experience how the warriorsof Abd-el-Koder
“ understand to give language to powder.”

He then addressed his most faithful officer, Hara
Mohammed saying: “ Hara my borse, my arms; "
and addressing himself to his soldiers said: * And
you my mogrates, your hearts may rejoice,” * for I
take Grod as witness, that we will fight for as holy a
cause as that for which we formerly fought.”

. This war-cry ended the strife. And 12,500 christ-
ians were saved! ;

Their liberator wasa man who calls Allah kis God
and Mohammed his Yronhet, he was & Mohammed-
an! The Emir Abd-el-Kader; and a few yeats after
this noble act he joined the Freemasons.

The lodge Henri IV. at Paris, was the first that
congratulated the Emir, for the extraordinary cour-
age whick he had displayed during those frightful
occurences, and on the 18th. June 1864, he was ad-
mitted into Masonry in the Lodge of the Pyramids,

Six questions the lodge required him to answer,
viz. 1, Which duties has man towards God? 2,
Which duties has man tot ardshis neighbors? 3,
Which duties has man towards his ownsoul? 4, Is
the soul imamortal? 5, Are all men equal before
God ? 6, How do you understand the realization of
tolerance and frateruity ? The Mohammedan an-
swered the first question: Man shall honor God the
Omnipotent, zealously fulfill his commands, approach
him and to tke utmost of his endeavours imitate his
attributes, which are compassion, forgiveness, re-
lief, magnanimity, wisdom, justice, benevolence, &c.
he shall endeavour to imitate the acts of God, to do
his vvill, to obey his commands, to accept his judge-
ments willingly, to bear trials with pafience, being

with.
convinced that nobody can hinder what God h

ordained for the future?and that all thvg fr?)od Whi::]ﬁS
men enjoys, emanates from God who is the Highest,

|

g;e latter of which being embodied in the other
ree,

The harmonic and superior cultivation o. science
consists in the ability to comprehend the difference
between uprightress and lie in speech, between
truth and error ir confessions, between beauty and
uncouthness in actions. "When science is harmoni-
ously cultivated and meditated, then its fruit will
be wisdom and wisdom is the highest merit.

. The harmonjc cultivation of courage is w.eccomp-
lished by its being restrained and by affording it
latitude within those bounds that wisdom has
enacted. -

The same is the case with_passion, which must
be placed under the commands of wisdom ; viz. of
reason and the divine laws.

governed by jus-
hatever is beyond

Justice is the guide of courage
tice, courage becomes valour, w
that is daring, whatever is below it is cowardice or
weakness. Both extremes are blameworthy.
Justice, however, according to the precepts of
wisdom, has to govern passion as well as courage.
Abd-el-Kader further explained; that another
duty of man towards his soul in regard to the body
is, to guard and care. that that which is due to the
body be preserved, because the body 1s a part of
the world, of the creation and of the destruction.
Totally to neglect the body and expose it to death,
would be one of the greatest sins, that would be
contending against the Creator and his wisdom.

The fourth question the Emir answered in the
affirmative. Reason and the divine laws agreeinit;
for death is & decomposition, a disappearance, and
decomposition pertains to the body.

The soul however is neither material nor acciden-
tal, it is indivisable nor can it be diminished, it is
neither bound to place nor object and cannot be
designated by any attributes of the body. It is
spirttual, not compound, and that which is not corn-

the Only, and who has not his equal in creation.

pounded isimmortal and infinite.

’
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Regarding the fifth question the answer_was : In
regard to the essential part, that all men belong to
the human family, we say, that in this they are
equal, and that their substance isthe same, although
the garments of this substance the forms and names
are manifold.

In regard to +'.e equality of men before God, in
so far as he can be pleased or displeased with them,
such an equality is not in existence; for reason and
the divine law proclaim, that the traitor and the
liar are not equal to the upright man. the vicious
not equal to the virtuous, the benefactorsof widows
and orphans not equal to him who injures and who
robsthem. No, the souls will net be judged equally
before God ; because there are four kinds of souls:
the first, those souls which, by investigations of the
understanding and the desire of the heart arrive at
a knowledge of the Creator, the real essence of all
things, so far as thisis possible to men.

The second are those which neither make nor
hinder these investigations, but who possess the
truth through the grace of Gnd The condition of
these souls 1s simply happy.

The third are the ignorant souls, who from_habit
follow the op}r;osﬂe course, from that which will
lead them to the fountain head of all things, which
however, untenable in their op{)osition abandon the
same with the first impulse. The consequence is,
that these souls in regard to truth are ou the same
f(}ogngd with those who received truth by the grace
of God.

The fourth kind consists of those unhappy souls,
who have selected the opposite of the real cause of
all things and who persistently adhere toit. These
souls are lost.

God will treat the souls according to their merit ;
as they are of equal origin so grace will re-unite
them.” The souls will allarrive at felicity.

The substance of the answer to the sixth question
was the following: Man must first recognize the
truth and u[}rivhtness of a confession and the good
of itsacts If he knows_that and then sees one man
calling another man to truth, if he at the same time
observes the powerful effect of the words by which
men are driven from all vain things to truth, then
he perceives that that man is a Prophet whom all
must obey.

In regard to tolerance, the Emir observed that it
was not richt to attack the followers of a certain re-
lizous form and, with sword in hand, attempt to
compel them to abandon the same. All divine}aws
agree in_this, also the musselmanic and several
others. The ignorant among these think that the
Musselmen, ii they fight against the Christians or
against men of other creeds and religions, only do
50 for the purpose of compelling them to adopt the
religion of Islam. That is an error; the Islam com-
pells nobody to abandon his religion. But whoso-
ever knows the truth in faith and the good in the
acts, and sees a fellow-man erring and deviating
from the right path, has it imposed upon him asan
obligation, to lead back that lellowman with afiabi-
lity, to show him the road to truth, by means of
reasoning and insinuation, which the spirits under-
stand. These means are of such anature, that they
are useful to our brethren and guard them against
evil. This in itself is one of the most important
duties. The poor are numerous with us and who-

soever undertakes to provide for them, might almost
succuunb to the work.

Abd-el-Kader viewed Freemasonry as the first
institation of the world. According to his opinion
every man is imperfect who does not confess the
masonic principles. He hopes that Freemasonry
will some day be spread over the whole globe. So
soon as this has taken place all the peoples would

live together in peace and fraternity.
Such were the sentiments of the Musselman.

VIRTUE, HONOUR, AND MERCY.

VIirTUE should not only be the distingujshing
characteristic of Free and_Accepted Masons, but of
every individual under l'eaven; for the man of
virtue is an honour to his country, a glory to
humanity, a satisfaction to himself, and a benefactor
to the whole world ; he is rich without oppression
or dishonesty, charitable without ostentation, cour-
teous without deceit, and brave without vice.
Virtue is the highest exercise and izaprovement of
reason, the mtegnt{, harmony, and just balance ot
aftection ; the health, strength, and beauty of the
soul. The perfection of virtue is to give reason its
full scope, to obey the authority of conscience with
alacrity, to exercise the defensive passions with
fortitude, the public with justice, the private with
temperance, and all ofthem with prudence, in a due
Eroporhon to each other. With a calm diffusive

enevolence to love and adore God with an
unrivalled and disinterested aflection ; to acquiesce
in the wise dispensations of divine providence with
a joyiul resignation ; every approach to this standard
is towards perfection and happiness, hut every
deviation therefrom tends to vice and misery.

. Honour is a manly and dignified sentiment or
impulse of the soul which virtue can inspgre, and the
actions of all good men are regulated by it; as it
renders unnecessary the forms which are requisite
to bind thiyse who are destitute of its refined
principle. it is also the highest incentive to the
performance of the most heroic and disinterested
actors, and implies the united sentiments of truth,
faith, and justice, carried by an enlightened mind,
far beyond these moral obligations which the laws
of the land require, or can punish the violation of.

HoNouRr, though a different principle from
religion, produces nearly the same eftect; for the
lines of action, though differently drawn, like the
radii of a circle terminate in the same point.
Religion embraces viriue as enjoined by the lows of
God. Honour as it is—graceful and ornamental to
human nature~-the religtons man fears ; but the man
of honour scorns to do an ill action ; the one considers
vice as _beneath him, the other as what is offensive
to the Deity; the one is unbecoming, the other is
strictly forbidden. Honour may be jusily deemed
the noblest branch that can spring from the glorious
stock of virtue, for the man of honour is not content
with the literal discharge of duty as a man and a
citizen, but raiseth them to magnanimosity ; giving
where he might with propriety refuse, and forgiving
where he might with equal justice resent; the whole
of his conduct being marked by the honest dictates
of an upright heart, and the approbation of the just
ishisreward. Virtue and honour united have been
the means, assisted by prudence and fortitude of
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keeping inviolate our valuable secrets amidst the
various vicissitudes the Craft have experienced;
either by ravages of time, the rise and full of empires,
the tyranny and oppression of cruel and despotic
governors, or the base insinnations and illiberal
attacks of calumny, superstitution, and ignorance.
Thus virtue and honour have been, and no doubt
will continue to be, the distinguishing characteristics
of our Order, and the guardian angels of the secrets
of our Fraternity.

Mrrey is a refined virtue, a tenet sacred in every
ood mind: if' possessed by the monarch adds a
rillianey to every gem that adorns his crown gives

alory to his ministers, and to the soldier an ever-
Tasting freshness to the wreath that decks his brow.
It is the companion of true honour and the
ameliorator of justice; on whose bench when en-
throned presents the shield of defence. As the
vernal showers descend from the liquid circum-
ference of the atmosphere, to invigorate the whole
vegetable ereation ; so merey resting on the human
heart, when its vital uids are condensed by rancour
or revenge by its exhiliraling warmth turns perverse
nature toits vsdginal source in purer streams. Itis
the chief attribute of the Deity, on whom we must
al’ est our hope and dependence. It is a duty we
owe even to our enemies, for to show mercy and
for,-iveness is _highly pleasing to our Creator, whno
hath told us * blessed are the mercitul, for they shall
obtain merey,” not only in this life, but at that great
and final day of retribution, when summoned to the
bar of His divine justice, and the actions of our
mortal lives arc unifolded to our view, though his
justice may demand the fiat we hope and trust His
mercy wiﬁ avert the doom.

MASONIC DUTIES.

A Mason is bound to consult the happiness and to
promote the interests of his brother ; to avoid every-
thing offensive to his feelings; to abstain from
reproach, censure and un{just suspicions; to warn
him of the machinations of his enemies; to advise
him of bhis errors; to advance the reputation and
welfare of his iamﬁ_y; to protect the chastity of his
house ; tu defend his life, his property, and, what is
dearer to a man of honor, his character, against un-
justattacks; to relieve his wunts and his distress;
to instill into his mind properideas of conduct in the
department of life which he is called to fill; and,
let me add, to foster his schemes of interest and pro-
motion, if compatible with the paramount duties a
man owes to the community. If such are the obli-
gations which a man owes to his brother, they are
precisely the duties that one Freemason ought to
perform to another. Our Order enjoins them as
rules from which nothing can justify a deviation,
and considers their infraction a violation of honor,
conscience aud religion,—a. prostitution of all that is
deemed sacred and venerable among men.

But Masonry does not confine the benignity of
her precepts to her followers; she rises higherin the
scale of excellence, and enjoins the observance of
honor, honesty, and {;ood faith to all men; she
espouses the cause of universal benevolence and
virtue; she declares as unworthy of her patronage
those_who violate the laws of rectitude, and her
votaries exemplify in their lives th2 truth of the
remark, that, although there be vicious men in the
fraternity, yet that they arc better than if they were
not Masons.

ON THE NUMBERS 1, 8, 5 AND 7.

BY R. W. BRO. 8. D, FOWLER, I". Q. 8. W,

(Conlinued from our last.)
ks

The Septennary, or number 7, is one of the mos.
celebrated of all symbolic ciphers. No.number has
ever been so universally in repute as the Septennary.
Perhaps its celebrity may be originally in a great
measure due to the science of Astronomy, in which
the number 7 typifies the greater planets, 7 in num-
ber; but this cipher Lelongs also to the list of Sacred
Symbols, and is sbundantly used in an allegorical
sense in that volume of the Sacred Law which lieson
our altar as the most ancient trust deed of our
society. .

In six days God created the heavens and the earth,
and rested on the seventh day, and thus has one day
in seven been accounted more holy than the others
by every nation under heaven, from the most remote
antiquity. All have not chosen the same day; for
instance, Sunday is set apart by Christians, Monday
1,y the Grecians,Tuesday by the Persians, Wednesday
by the Assyrians, Thursday by the Egyptians, Friday
by the Turks and Saturday by the Jews.

The references to this number in our Scriptures
are so abundent, that it is impossible for any one
who possesses the true religion to remain ignorant
of his obligation o keep the seventh day holy.

Enoch, the seveath from Adam was translated
without seeing death ; before the flood Noah received
seven day's notice of its commencement; seven
persons accompanied him into the ark, and he was
commanded to take clean beasts and fowls by sevens,
while the unclean were only admitted by pairs; on
the seventh month the ark rested on Ararat, and
Noah dispatched a dove at the distance of seven days
cach time; Abraham pleaded seven times for Sodom ;
Jacob served sevea years for each of Laban's
daughters, Rachael aad Leah ; Jacobmourned seven
days for Rachael, and Joseph the same for Jacob;
the seven years of plonty and seven years of famine
were foretold in Phar.oh’s dream by the seven fat
and seven lean kine, und the seven good and seven
blasted ears of corn ; at the institution of the Passover
the children of Israel were to eat unleavened bread
seven days; and not only was the seventh day to be
honored, but the seventh year was directed to be a
Sabbath of rest for the land ; and a grand Jubilee
commenced at the end of seven times seven years,
the blood of the sacrifice for r sin offering, for
cleansing o leper, and for various other important
purposes, was to be sprinkled before the Lord seven
timer, ; the destruction of Jericho was miraculously
effected by the use of this number, for seven priests
bearing seven ram's horns for trumpets were directed
by the Almighty to compass the cily seven days and
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on the seventh day to proeced round it seven times
when the walls should fall into ruin: Solomon was
seven years building the temple which was dedicated
in the seventh month, and the public festival lasted
twice seven days; the number of Great Passovers
roferred to in the sacred writings are exactly seven,
and the preternatural resurrection of individuals re-
corded are the same; the generations from Abraham
to David are twice seven, {rom David to the Caj tivity
the same, and from the Captivity to the Christian Era
still the same.

These are dut a feiw of the illustrations of the
number 7 taken from the Old Testament.

The Jews had also a tradition that as the world
existed 2,000 years without law, 2,000 years under
the law, so should it be 2,000 under the Messiab, and
that the last, or seventh thousand would be the
Milleninm. Thisopinion was held by Justin Martyr,
Irenreus, Lactantius, Jerome and others; and St.
Peter declares that with God 1,000 years are as one
day, thus the six weekly days labour represent 6,000
years, then comes the great Sabbath of rest, and this
opinion is held by many ia the present day.

The whole machinery of the Apocalypse is con-
ducted on the same principle. The lconisms are
almost all septennary. [t contains seven synchron-
isms, preceded by a succession of woes addressed to
seven churches, recorded in a book with seven seals,
denounced by seven angels, to the sound of seven
trumpets, and revealed by seven thunders, or oracu-
lar voices; the wrath of God against the idolatrous
world is let loose by seven angels having seven
plagues enclosed in seven golden vials, idolatry is
represeated under the figure of a scarlet coloured
beast with seven heads, and seven idolatrous kings
or forms of Polytheism are pointed out for destruc.
tion; and if we examine more particularly the
machinery of this wonderful book we shall find it
almost entirely based on the septennary number.

Among the heathen also, this number was held
peculiarly sacred. Cicero in his “ Dream of Scipio”
calls it the binding knot of the world ; and Plato in
his “ Timweus™ taught that what he calls the soul of
the world was generated out of the number 7.

In the cave of Mithra was a ladder of seven steps,
representing the seven spheres of the planets, by
means of which soulsascended anddescended. This
1s precisely the ladder in Jacobs vision.

Pausanius tells us with regard to the monument
of Osiris, which stood near Mount Taygetas, that at
particular intervals {from this monument were erect-
ed seven pillars, placed according to some ancient
tule and method, which pillars were supposed to re-
present the seven planets, and the central monument
10 doubt represented the sun,

Brahma was styled “the being who shines with
geven rays.” Pan carried a pipe with seven reeds,

and Apollo a harp with scven strings. The Sybil
gave Eneas directions to sacrilice seven bullocks and
seven sheer before his initiation into the mysteries,
Balawu built and offered on seven altars. The
Sabeans, according to Maimonidas, sa:rificed to their
deity seven bats, seven mice and seven other creeping
things. Jalkat in his commentary on Jeremiah says
that the idol Moloch or Saturn was placed without
the gates of Jerusalem; it was of molten brass and
stood before his seven chapels with the face of an ox
his hands spread abroad as though soliciting a
present, and any one might obtain permission to enter
either of his chapels according to the value of the
present he gave, and to induce him to offer his sons,
the high distinction of entering the Sanctum Sanc-
torum or seventh chapel w-s olfered.

These seven chapels resembled the seven gates
with which the Persians honor the sun, and mysti-
cally represent the seven days of the week and the
seven planets of which the sun was Moloch or king.
Thisimage was a personification of Saturn devcaring
his own children, and emblematical of Chronos or
Time, divided into weexs, months and years, by
whon all the children of men will eventually be de-.
voured. To the same cause may also be inscribed
the origin of the seven vases in the temple of the
sun near the ruins of Babian in Upper Egypt; the
seven altars which burned continually bhefore the
God Mithras in many of his temples; the seven holy
fanes of the Arabians; the seven bobuns of perfec.
tion in the Hindoo code; The Jewish Sephiroth
was composed of seven splendors ; the Gothic deities
were seven in numoer, viz. the Sun, the Moon, Tuisco
Woden, Friga and Seatur, from whose names are de-
rived our days of the week; the seven plane!s of
antiquity were the Sun, the Moon, Saturn, Jupiter,
Mars, Venus and Mercury ; the seven worlds of the
Indiansand Chaldeans;the Musselmansreckon seven
climates, seven seas, seven heavens and seven hells;
the seven virtues, cardinal and theological; the
seven constellations mentioned by Homer and
Hesiod, Orion, Sirius, Arcturus, the Pleiades, Hyades,
Bootes and the Lesser Wain; the seven wise men;
the seven wonders of the world; the seven sters,
alike in Urza Minor and the plaustrum of Ursa Major;
the seven prismatic colors ; the seven notes in musie;
Thebes had seven gates; the shield of Achilles con-
sisted of seven bull's hides; the seven Pleiades, the
seven Hyades ; the seven Titans or Titanides; Hydra
with its seven heads; the seven Heliades of the
Greeks; the seven Cabiri of the Phenicians, the
seven Arnschaspands of the Parsees: theseven pieces
in which the body of Bacchus was torn by the
Titans.

The Hindoo mythology had its seven Menus, seven
Pitris or Rishis, aud seven Brahmadicas; it had also
seven heavens and seven earths, and the serpent
deity Jaganatt was represented with seven heads;
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the seventh day afier the serpont Python was van-
quished by Apollo solemn gautes were instituted,
the seventh of which was consecrated by a hymn
called a Prean; indeed, the seventh day of every
Janar month in Greece was a festival in honor of
Apollo, to whom all seventh days were consecrated,
because one of them was his hirthday, whence he
was sometimes called Hebdomagenes. esiod says:

“ The seventh day is sacred,
‘Cause Phaebu then was of Latoma bLorn."

There is a beautiful illustration of a point twithin a
circle connected with thenumber 7. Ifyou describe
2 circle with the compasses set io any radius, then
without altering the radius divide the circumference
into equal parts you will have six equidistant points,
which serve to designate the six dimensions of every
created body, viz: the four linesof directions towards
the north, south, east and west, with two lines of
height and depth, responding to what astronomers
call the zenith and nadir, while the seventh, or point
in the centre of the cirele represents the focus or
germ of the body, whereofthe external configuration
gives only the appearance.

Pythagoras regards the Septennary, or 7, as formed
by the addition of the numbers 3and 4. Under this
view the 3, or first term of the summation, represents
the three material elements of earth, fire and water;
the second term, or §, points to the principle or root
of everything which isneither corporeal nor sensible ; '
and this idea was said to have been obtained by him
during his travels in the Tast, where the ineffable
name of the G. A. O. T. U. was revealed to him by
the chosen people of God, the Jews, as the sacred
Tetragrammaton, or the four letter name.

We have been so diffuse in our illustration of the
number 7, that we shall occupy but a short space in
applying it to practice in our duties as F reemasons

The ancient charges direct us that all Masons
should work honestly on woiking days, that ‘hey
may live creditably on Loly days, and it isa fa * well
corroborated by modern science that man aceually
requires the rest of one day in seven to fit him for
the labour of the other six days.

The old Lectures of the second degree taught the
Fellow-Craft to say: “We have wrought diligently
“in Speculative Masonry, but our ancient brethren
“wrought both in Operative and Speculative at the
“building of King Solomon’s Temple and many
“other stately edifices. They worked six days and
‘“kept the seventh holy, because the Almighty Archi-
“tect created the world and all things therein in six
“days and rested the seventh. The seventh day was
“therefore consecrated by our ancient brethren, that
“they.might be furnished with frequent opportuni-
“ties of meditating on the goodness of God to man,
“in the creation and preservation of all things here

“helow.”

This number reminds us of the lawiul constitution
of a Masonic Lodge, tor to form a Lodge there must,
to constitute it a regular assembly under Masonic
law, be present at least seven regnlarly made Ma-
sons, thoroughly versed in the penetralia of our
ancient art.

This number also reminds us of the seven liberal
arts and sciences, viz: Grammar, Rhetorie, Logic,
Arithmetic, Ceometry, Music and Astronoay, which
as Felloweraft Masons it is orr duty to study, and to
show some proficiency in one or more of them.

IS AN ENTERED APFRENTICE A MASON?

(FrRON 1HE SQUARE AND ‘OMPA¥S.)

Bro, EpiTor : —During the iast year, I have been
much interested in the enquiry, “Is an En‘ered
Apprentice 2 Mason?” I am nformed th.c the

nestion has been fully discussed by the different

rrand Lodges of our country ; but as T have not the
copies of tkeir proceedings, I have been unable to
obtain the arguments a.lvanced by those grand
bodies. So far as 1 can lecwn, the ** Baltimore Con-
vention,” which assembled about the year 1843,
decided that he was not, and a large majority of the
Grand Lodges, siter full discussion by their com-
mittees on foreign correspondence, coinci?ad in that
opinion.—And yet I know not of asingle Grand
Lodge, without it is our own, fand I have had faei-
lities of learning from sixteen Grand Lodges in this
country, and also from England, Ireland and Scot-
land,) but repudiates the doctsine by their work.—
These all, in the language of Preston, and as handed
down to us in the Webb Monitor, page 15, (printed
1802) designate the E. A, * 5 belonging to the first
class of Masons. Theyall invest the E. A., with the
“ badge of a Mason,” ({mge 35,) and he is taught, as
a “free and accepted Mason,” (page 33,) ihe use of
the guage and gavel, On the next page, heisin-
foimed of certain particulars, * which, as Mascns,
we are indispensably bound to know.” On 1.ge 39,
he is taught how a Mason is circumseribed, in fact at
every step he is reminded of his duties “asa Mason’
until, on page 43, the three great duties are mention-
ed. which, “as a Mason,” heis charged to inculcate.

Anderson in his book of constitutions, printed
1738. and reprinted by L. Hyneman, 1856 on page
16, enumerates the 113,600 “ Freemasons” employ-
ed in building the temple, but 3,600 of whom were
DMaster Masons, and 30,000 were Entered Apprenti-
ces, (see Oliver’s Antiquities, page 221) Anderson
(page 112) speaks of the Entered Prentice asa Free-
mason of the 1)west degree. He says (page ‘1‘13;
the “ Master and the Masons,” &gc.; and again
Masons shall meekly receive their wages, %zc., and
not desert the Master.” Again *Free and Accepted
Masons shall not allow cowans to work with them.
1t is thus evident that at the building of the temple,
and ever since, up to the year 1725, ‘when the Con-
stitution of the Grand T odge of En {and was chang-
ed 50 as to allow Masters and Fellows to be m e
in subordinate Lodges, the great body of * Masons’
were Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts onl;:;
“But no number, withont three Master Masons
could form a Loéo-e, (Anderson p. 112,) although
Fellow Crafts conld take the places of Grand Ward-
ens in the Grand Lodge (§XV. Old Regulations,)
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and any proposed new regwlation must “ be offered
to the perusal ot all the brethren, before dinner, in
writing, even of the youngest Entered Prentice,”
(section XXXIX,)» and the *consent of the majority
of all the brethren present was absolutely necessary
to make the same binding.” Query. Was it neces-
sary to get the consent ot any who were not Masons ?
And if an * LEntered Preutice ” was not a Mason,
why must the new regulation be sub.nitted to his
perusal in the Grand Lodge ?

Preston says, ( see p. 18, Illustrations of Masonry
ublished in Alexandria, 1804 from the 10th London
idition, of 1801,) *three classes are estabhshed

among Masons.” Again, p. 41, in his “ charge at
initiation into the first degree,” he says, *as a Mason
ou are to study,” &c. In another charge (see
reston’s Hlustrations, with, notesby George Oliver,
printed by L. lLlyneman, 1854, p. 246) recommended
by the Lodge of Reconciliation, to bhe “recited to
every Mason immediately subsequent to his initiation,”
the Lntered Apprentice is twice addressed as a
Mason.—On p. 269 of the same work is a copy of the
“ charges general to every true Mason, both Masters
and Fellows.” The third of these charges is, * That
he that be made be able in all degrees, that is, free
born,” &e. On page 280 of the same work, he says,
‘No Mason can be interred . . .. unless he has
been advanced to the third degree.” On p. 332,
among the yegulations adopted in 1663, are the fol-
lowing : 1st. *That no person be made or aceepted
a Free Mason unless,” &e, 2nd, ‘No person here-
after shall be aceepted a Free Mason.” 6th. “ No
person shall be accepted unless he be twenty-one
years old or more.” each of these six regulations
are evidence that a man was “ made or accepted a
Free Mason” at the time of his initiation. Preston
again on page 348 says, “every Masou was bound at
hisinitiation,” and see botlom of same page * making,
assing and raising Masons.” DPage 395 “every
Tason initiated.” Oliver in his Book os the Lodge,
quotes from an ancient Masonic manuscript, * when
a man was to be made a Mason.” “ A History of
Free Masons,” published in London 1764, says *“ soon
requested 1o be accepted s members of the Lodgze,
and Brothers of the Craft; till by merit, those Free
and Accepted Masons came to be Masters and War-
dens,” On page 85 of the same work, I find the
following quotations from the diary of the famous
Elias Ashmole, Esg. ¢ I was made a Free Mason
at Warrington, Lancashire, with Colonel . . . by
Mr. Richard Penket, the Warden, and the Fellow-
Cralts, on the sixteenth of October, 1646.” (Masters
and YFellow-Cralfts could only be made at the Grana
Lodge,) On page 150, among “the charges to be
read at the making of new Brethren,” is the tollow-
ing: “No brother can be a Warden until he has
passed the part of Fellow-Crait” The most expert
of the Fellow-Craftsmen shall be chosen or appoint-
ed Master,” [ p. 151.] “ No Lodge shall ever make
a Mason withoutl due enquiry,” p. 202. ( Had these
new made Brethren or Masons no vote? ) The
* short Charze to a newly admitted Mason,” as found
in Ahiman Rezon, ( printed in London 1764, see page
24, ) is quoted from freely in the charge in the first
degree of Webb's Monitor.
cott in his Analogy speaks in several places of
the “ Entered Apprentice Mason,” (see pages 48,
Sﬁ )1 %}u% of the * ¥Fellow-Craft Mason,” ( page 18,
144, .
The Grand Lodge of the State of New York in

its printed Constitution, enumerates the following
among other * Ancient Landmarks” * universslly
received and acknowledged by Masons.” “ 15, T'hat
initiation makes a man a Mason." Mutchinson,
about the year 1775 wrote a book entitled * The
Spiritof Masonry,” which was sanctioned by the
Grand Lodge of England, in which, on page 2 he
enumerates the ‘ three degrees of Masons.” On
pages 55, 85, 119, and 116, he alludes to the Entered
Apprenticeas a Mason, and on pages 119 and 120 he
says “the first stage of Masonry took its rise in the
earliest times, . . . . the Master’s order .. .. was
devised within the aees of Christianity.”

I bave thus reierred vou to a portion of the pas-
sages I have found in my Masonic reading during
the past year, which manifestly allude to the Enter-
ed Apprentice as a Mason, and when I remember
that according to the ancient charges, *“ men made
Masons must be {ree born,” that an* Iintered Pren-
tice is a Free-Mason of the lowest degree;” that “all
Masons should work hard on working days,” while
“a Master Mason only shall be the SIII‘VGYOI‘ ;" that
“the Master and the Masons shall faithfully finis N
&e., wmd that “ no Mason ean be interred, unless he
has b+ en advanced to the third degree;" I cannot
but fe.l that the Grand Lodge of the State of New
York is right, when it says (§2¢ of Constitution.)
“Individual Masons are of four kinds: 1st. Mem-
bers, &c., 2nd. Entéred Apprentices and Fellow-Crafis
made in,” and again Title 11, §8, par. 76, “ Initiation
makes 2 man a Mason.”

Bro. McMurdy in the National Freemason, of J m.
12, 1867, says, * our present system of confining local
legl.sh}’non to Master Masons is vicious and unma-
sonic.

Until the assembling of the Baltimore Convention
ahout the year 1843, it was the custom, as the re-
cords now show* in at least one of the oldest Lodges
in ¢ ar State to mer* and transact the ordinary busi-
ness of the Lodge, mcinding the election of Master
in the Lntered Apprentice degree. Whence and
by what authority is this innovation? Does not
the “Stevenson work” (I quote- from the records
of our Grand Lodge) change the ritual, to make it
conform to the moderrn idea, that an Entered Ap-
prentice is 7ot & Mason 2 Why call 2 Mason of the
third . tage,” “order” or ‘“degrec,” a *“ Master
Mason,” if_he was not a Mason before taking that
degree ? 'Will not some brother, through the §quare
and Compass, give us more light ?

Coxcus.

1 HAVE been young, and now lam old, and as I
stand before God to-night, I declare that nothing I
have ever given in chanty isregretted. Oh, no! it
1s the riches we keep that perish; that whichis
given away abides with us forever; it impresses
itself on our character, and tells on our eternal
destiny ; for the habit of charvity for this life will
accompany us to the next. Let us, then, now, and
on every occassion hereafter, practice that liberality
which in death we shall approve, and reprobate the
parsimony whic: we shall condrmn.

gas-Generosity during life is a very different thing
from gener.osﬁY. in th_e:ilour of death; one proceeds
from genuine liberality and bencvolence, the other
from pride or fear.
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ODE.

Composed by Bro. Wittias Sawvsr, J.W,, and recited Ly bro. R. H.
Mansn,5.W, at tho Consecration of the Urban Lodge,(No. 1, 196),

on the 22nd October, 1867, .

Responding to some sympathetic chord,
United by soms bond ill understood,
1.0 forces of the universe combine
In love and brotherhood.

The planetsin their orbits sweep
But inter-linking courses keop.
Our orb upon its destin’d way
Attended goes—
From its great heart the vitni warmth
Of Leing flows—
The trailing clouds their beauty glass
In the blue ocean as thoy pass,
And the sunshine and the rain
Shape the leaf and tint the flower.
Kindred influences yield
Herded flock and hoarded grain,
Forest tree and grass of field,
All receive to give again,
Rendering tkreefold amplest dower.
Thero is no flaw in the mysterious chain
That the assaults of ages has withstood,
But perfect is the law of love and brotherhood.?

How, then, shall man aloae—
The prince and crown of all—
This loving law disown,
Impaticot of the thrall,
Aund in the pride
Of hic divine intelligence, deride
The golden links that bind bim to his kind ?
Shall ho be proudly blinc,
Seeking to ple-" a madly sclfish.part,
Not yielding .nd to hand and beart to heart,
But striving for the individual gain, and
Working the general woc ?
The voico of all creation answers—Nol
And, believing this, God in his Word has shown
1t is not good for man to Le alone.”

The task each brother shares
To-day this motive bears.
'Tis not alone a simple lodge we raise ;
Wo celebrate another victory won
Over the strifes that darken human days,
Q%r the discords mingling with the praise
Of God, in lives chiming in unison,

Unlike the victorics of those
Who sce their glory in their slaughterd foes,
That from which each one here his solace draws,
s tho calmn triumph of a noble causé.
Our banuers no ferocious mottoes bear
But words of peace and union glitter there.
The stars which glow upon cach brother’s breast
Not decds of blood, but deeds of good attest-—
The hand of love and solace to extend.
The poor to succour and the weak defend,
To live for others, not for self alone,
To heal a brother’s griefs before our own,
To shape our lives to high and generous ends.
Tis this, all this, to which our union tends—
These are the fruits of bloodless victories gained,
Of ampler fields of usefulness attained.
Fresh impulses to hasten on the time,
Far glimmering now as in a drecam sublime,
‘When, in the bonds of brotherhood, mankind
Shall bo in one great family combined,
When peace shall reign (strife’s hideous carnage o'er),

And lova shall fill men’s hearts and lives for evermore.

.HEETING OF GRAND LOLCWE OF SCO1LAND.

[rroM THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR. ]

It was under intensly interesting circumstances
that the Grand Lodge ol Scotland held its quarterly
communicationin the Freemasons’ Hall, Edmburgk,
on the cvening of Monday, the 4th mst. ; and never
in the history of this august body, was there so large
an assemblage of brethren present at any of its
stated meetings. Three things contributed to ren-
der this communication such as we have designated
it. There was, first, the nomination of Bro. the
™aht Hon. the Earl of Dalhousie to the Grand
Mastership, in room of the M. W.Bro. J. Whyte
Melville, who now retires after a three’ years
possession of the mallet which, through the lamented
aemise of the late Duke of Athole, he was called
upon to assume; secondly, there was the appoint-
ment of a Provincial Grand Master for the cxty of
Glasgc w, vacant by the death of Bro. Sir Archibald
Alison, Bart. ; and thirdly, there was the anticipated
inquiry into the conduct of a member of the Order
who had,underan anon(izmous signature, scandalised
the brotherhood by addressing the members of
Grand Lodge a printed circular containing charges
acainst one of the most respected Past Masters of the
metropolitan district, tvho was to be nominated for
re-election as a Grand Office-bearer. On the first-
mentioned branch of business there was a thorough
unanimity of feeling on the part of Grand Lodge,
truly graceful as testitying to the high regara in
which the Grand Master clect 1s held qbir the
Scottish Ifraternity. and auguring favourably for
the support his lordship is likely to receive from the
brethren during his occupancy of the throne. While
the five hundred members of Grand Lodge who
were rresent, werc unanimousin their condemnation
of what at a subse(}luent stage of the proceedings
Lord Dalhouse felt himself justified in characterisin
as “an infamous publication,” meriting the univer:
disgust and contempt of every upright Mason, there
was some diversity <f opinion as to what ulterior
measures should be adopted in regard to a formal
deliverance on the subject. Had the instant expul-
sion of the anonymous delinquent been constitu-
tiona!, he would, judging {rom the storm of
indignation with which on his appearance he was
assailed, doubtless have been ignominously thrust
out of the Grand Lodge. His name was, however,
removed from the roll of Grand Stewards, and Q
motion was tabled for the next quarterly communi-
cation with a view to his being placed under Masonic
discipline. Dismissing, for the present, further
reference to this disagreeable topic, we cannot deny
ourselves the pleasure of congratulating the brethren
of Glasgow upon the a;})]pointment oiPBro.' Captain
Speirs as the Masonic head of'their province, and
this we do without the disposition to utter a single
word in disparagement of the other candidate. Bro.
Sherift Strathern. It will serve to show the care
witi which the gallant Captain’s interests in this
maatter were a‘tended to, and the thorough
knowledge his committee possesed as to the feelings
of the members of Grand odﬁe in respect to the
claims_of each candidare, when we mention that
eight days before the election took plgce the chief
promoters of Captain Speir's nomination expressed
themselves as_quite certain of a majority in his
favour of one hundred and lifty. The friends of
each candidate douwtless did their best to secure the
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suceess of their favourite: and now that the contest l
18 over, it 1s to be hoped that the Provineial Grand
Lodge willinaugurate the Masonic rule of itsnewly-
a¥p01ntod Provincial Grand Master by the institution
of those schemes of Masonic benevolence and
philanthropy which the intelligent and large-hearted
ruembers of the Fraternity in the west country have '
lon émd anxiously desired 10see estabhshed m their|
midst.

The following is a complete list of the nomina-
tions : —

Bros. the Earl of Dalhousie, Grand Master Mason ;
J. Whyte-Melville. of Bennochy and Strathkiuness, '
Past Grand Master; Barl of Haddington, Deputcl
Grand Master; Henry Iuglis, of Torsonce, Sub-
stitute Gvand Master; Duke of Athole, Senior
Grand Warden; Earl of Dunmore, Junior Grand
Warden; Samuel Hay, Grand Treasurer: W. A.
Lavrie, W. 8, Grand Secretary; Alexaader J.
Stewart, W. 8., Grand Clerk ; Rev. Dr, David Arnott,
and Rev. V. G. Faithiull, M A, Joint Grand
Chaplains: Wm. Mann, Senior Grand Deacon ; Col.
Campbell, of Blythswood, Junior Grand Deacon ;
David Bryce, Grand Architect ; Alexander Ilay,
Grand Jeweller; D. Robertson, jun., Grand Bible
Bearer; Captain I'. Deuchar, R. N, and C 8. Law,
Joint Grand Directors of Ceremonies: James
Ballautyne, Grand Bard ; Col. Houston, of Clacking-
ton, Grand Sword Bearer; Charles Wilham M.
Muller, Grand Director of Music ; Robert Davidson,
Assist. Grand Dircetor of Musie ; John Coghill, Chief
Grand Marshal ; John Laurie, Grand Marshal: W.
M. Bryce, Grand Tyler; and Wm. Mann, Grand
Clothier.

s —

AND BRITISH AMERICAN MASONIO REOCORD.
HTHE QUEEN AND THE CRAFT.’

P VY Y ta)

P Y Y e T ~

HAMILTON,..ooovvevreeeinens DECEMBER 15, 1847,

POSITION OF GI’AND LODGE.

There 1s nothing to be gained in concealing the
fact that a very strong opinion prevails among some
of our brethren of the Province of Quebec, in favour
of the cestablishment of an independent Grand
Lodge for that Province. Whatever may be the
motive which prompts this, and we had no right to
assume that it is other than a desire to promote the
interests of the Cralt, the fact is too apparent to be
ignored. This desire manifested itself at the last
meeting of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and sub-
sequently at the dinner which was given to the
Grand Master in this city, it again manifested itself
very strongly. The plea upon which our Quebee
brethren claim that they have a right to form an
independent body, is based upon the act ‘of confed-
eration, which they allege altersthe political bound-
aries, and in altering them leaves those Provinces
which are not already the seat of a Grand Lodge,
“unoccupied territory.” The most Worshipful the

the Grand Master has received from Dr. Mackey of
Charleston, his views on the position, and we are
permitted to publish the letter which we do in this
number of TiE CRAFTSMAN.

We cannot say that we agree with Dr. Mackey in
his view, of the present position of Grand Lodge,
or t} e influence winch the act of ccafederation has
exc:cised over that position. It may be, as he says,
that the concurrent opinion of authorities is to the
eftect * that masonic and political boundaries are co-
terminous.” That is unquestionably American maso-
nic law: and under the federal principle which pre-
vails there, and the character of quasi independence
which belongs to the States, it is perhaps as conve-
nient a principle as could be adopted. But what Dr.
Mackev evidently hasnot taken into account is this:
that Lower Canada had as distinef political bound-
aries before the act of union as it has to day; and
that under the principle which he lays down, it
was as much entitled to an independent Grand
Lodge. There was in lact a large element of the
federal principal in the old Legislative Union, Lower
Canada having its distinct forms of law, and its dis-
tinet legislation for local purposes. The position was
analogous to that of England and Scotland ; which
are equally one prisdiclion under the name of
Great DBritain, as was Canada East and Canada
West, under the name of Canada.

Now 1t was under this condition of things that
the Grand Lodge of Canada was organized, with
the approval and heuwrty co-operation of the Masons
of Lower (‘anada, and under this ¢ »ndition of things
that they have continued members of the Grand
Lodge of Canada ever since. Even admitting the
extreme doctrine put by DrMackey, “ that if there be
a *“ change of political houndary there must also be
*“an equivalent change “of Masonic boundary ™ vwe
contend that this confederation scheme has made
no change of political boundary as between Unper
and Lower Canada; and that it therefore can in no
way afiect the Masonic rights or territorial jurisdie-
tion of the Grand Lodge of Canada. By no stretch
of the law, even as propounded by Dr. Mackey, in
ignorance we are bound to think of the precise
antecedent position of the two Provinces of Ontario
and Quebee, can’ they both be declared to be “ un-
occupied territory.” For having the right to form
an independent Grand Lodge, on the principle of
Masonic and political boundaries being co-terminous,
they choose to unite with the Masons of Canada
West in forming a Grand Lodge, and ever since
that time, they have had either the Grand Master
or the Deputy Grand Master, in special recognition
ol these distinct political boundaries, located in
Lower Canada.

Of the right, therefore, of the Freemasons of
Quebec to assume that Province to be unoccupied
territory, and to establsh therein an independent
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“rand Lodge, there are to say the least of it, very
grave doubts. But we hope our brethren will not
press this question. There can be no dnubt that the
multiplication of independent Grand Lodges, each
having its separate and independent jurisdiction,
within what is for all practical purposes one terri-
tory, does an immensity of harm.

Bro. Rob. Morris of Kentucky, in a private letter
to the M. W. the Grand Master, indicated pretty
clearly the experience of an old and eminent Free-
mason on this system of many Grand Lodges, with
small independent jurisdictions. He says “ I have
read the proceedings of your Grand Lodge with
“ wncommon interest, I hardly think the difficulty
* to which they allude «will ripen into a sericus afladr,
*“ Hope not. Your folk have proved the utter in-
« efficiency of the plurality system of Grand Lodges,
“ and that too, within the present generation. Why
“ gshould they test it further? We are proving it
“ here in the States to our hearts’ dis-content—here
“ forty or forty-one Granl. Lodges, some of them
“ gcarcely as large as the traditional “ piece of chalk.”

No one who has watched the result of the plural-
ity system of Grand Lod;es among our neighbou.s,
can desire to see the experiment repeated on this
side of the line; and we hope, as we feel cenfident
that our brethren in Quebec will see the propriety
of at least postponing for sometime the action which
it is said they propose taking.

There is very little doubt that the discussions
which are going on, in :2lation to the position of
Masonry in ttis Dominion as effected by the o t of
union, wili culminate in the formation of a Domin-
ion Grand Leoclge, with Provincial Grand Lodges,
having pretty large powers, in each of the Provinces.
This solution of the question meets, we have reason
to know, with a very cordial support among leading
Masons in the Maritime Provinces; and we can
only hope that it will before many years, or many
months, be satisfactorily established. Our Quebec
brethren will act wisely to assist this arrangement,
under which they will secure all the local jurisdic-
tion they can reasonably desire, while avoiding the
evils which have always resulted,”and in the nature
of things must result from a plurality of Grand
Lodges.

MASONIC LIFE-BOAT.

Our brethren in England have been discussing
the propriety of securing one or more masonic life
boats for use on the coast, and the Freemasor’s Ma-
gazine announces that the proposition has prospered,
and after some correspondence has taken practical
shape. Bro. Arthur Woedbourne, No. 810, Carlisle,

acting upon the suggestion that the boat shonld be po

presented by the maritime lodges has taken the

matter up earrestly; and there is little doubt that
not one, but two or three life-boats, bearing tho
scuare and compass as their emblems, will be
launched before long to do their work of mercy in
saving life along the sea coast. These are the pric-
tical benevolences which make masonry useful and
respected.

THE BALLOT.

The question, *“is the ballot a landmark?’ is
being discussed in the columns of some of our con-
temporaries, and the discussion is a most inmeresting
one. The mere act of seeret voting, cannot be
traced tc the old operative Lodges, from which
some of our Masonic customs are derived ; and the
general opinion appears to be that the ballet, that is
the manner of sceret voting, is not a landmark,
while there is an equally general agreement upon
the point that unanimity, as the condition of their
acceptance of a candidate is. There can be no
doubt, however, that the ballot is of very great
antiquity, and comes down to us sanctioned by the
experience of many generations.,

DONATIONS.

The Committee for the Montreal Masonic Library,
have great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of
the follov mg works donated by the M. W. Grand
Master of Canada, Colonel W. M. Wilson: History
of Freemasonry in XKentucky, by Rob. Morris;
Code of Masonic Law, by Rob. Morris; Discourse
of Freemasonry, by Harris ; lirt of Lodges, Chap-
ters, Councils and Encampments in the State of
New York, with the membership of each in 1855;
new Masonic Trestle Board, by C. W. Moore, Bos-
ton ; Jewish Calendar for fifty years, A. a1, 5614 till
5664 ; Gems of Masonry, by Sherrar;

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDERTS.

QuesTioN.—Supposing a person applies for admission into a
Lodge and every member thereof is favourable aud consider that
he would make a really good Mason, except one member and that
member bas a bad fecling against him which none of the other
members recognizo as legitimate, but all satisfied that he would
B. B. him. The Lodge thus being all but unanimous would the
Master bo justified in postponing taking the ballot from timo to
timo until ho should find this member absent from the Lodge
when he would proceed and ballot for the candidato,

ANswER—No. The Master has not the power
to postpone the ballot on_a candidate for initiation
from {ime to time. The Committee having reported
in his favor he must be balloted for on that evening.

Quesrion.—Can a Lodge workizg under dispensation for nine
months; elect a new Master previous to obtaining a warrant ?

AnswER—No. For the reason that a Lodge un-
der dispensation is merely in process of formation and
ssesses 10 powers beyond those specially nam-d

in the dispensation the power of chmg;mg the Mas-
ter and V&rdens being vested in the Grand Master.
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Quesmion.—low roon after a warrant is obtained and the Master
installed can an election take place ?

ANSWER.—As soon after the ordering of'a warraut
by Grand Lodge as the by-Inws shall determine, but
usually at the next following festival; provided the
Master and Wardens shall have served the oflice
for one year.

QuesTtion. —If the ballet has been taken and deelared against the
Candidate, can it be reconsidered and if so, within what time?

AnswER.—The ballot having been declared by
the W. M. against the Candidate, it cannot be re-
considered within the constitutional time, which is
twelve months. The Master however has this pre-
rogative. Should the first ballot when examined |
by him be found against the Candidate, he may be-
fore declaring it, if he has a reasonable doubt on his
mind that some member has made a mistake, at
once order a second ballot, which, under any cir-
cumstance must be final.

ANSwER TO R. S.—It is a very common practice,
and one that cannot be too frequently resorted to by
Lodges, when the report of the committee of enquiry
is favorable and the candidate is about to be balloted
for, for the W. M. to signily to the brethren that now
is a proper time for any brother wishing to do so, to
state anything that he may know for or against the
candidate, so that all the members may be enabled
to give an intelligent expression of their opinion.
But when the report ol a committee is against the
candidate, no furiner discussion is required, nor
should it be allowed. The W. AL, upon theadoption
of such report, declares the candidate rejected, and
it 1s so recorded.

The business of a Lodee, and all that is spoken
within its walls having reference io Masonry,shonld
never he repeated to the profane; and any brother
who transgresses this most wholesome regulation
subjecis himself to expulsion from the Order.

Axswer To E.W. E—The rendering of the
Constitution at the last Annual Communication
of Grand Lodge, makes it imperative that honorary
members should be elected by unanimous ballot
the same as joining members.

Question.—Ts it neressary to decide the election of one officer,
say 8. W, before proceeding to the clection of the next, say J. W?
AxswERrR.—Yes.

Question.—Can a brother clected by the Lodge refuse to fill such
office «

AnswER.—Yes, and a new election must be heldl

for such office.

Qrrstioy —Can a brother refuse to fill an oflice in the appoint-
ment of the W, M.?

ANsWER.—~Yes; but to prevent anvthing of the
sort occurring, the W. M, s}xould ask any such bro-
ther if he would accept such an appointment before
making it.

Qorstion~If o brother cannot be found to fill any particular
office in the Lodge, what is to be done?

AxswrRr.—The officer in possession of the collar
of anv such office, retains the position until his
successor shall have been clected or appomted, as
the case may be.

QoursTion.—Is it constitutional for a brother to rise and say, “1

objoct to the motion ” made by the previous ¢ peaker, such motion
being bis own, and then procced to arguc against it?

ANSWER.—This question is not very clear. We

can hardly imagine that any brother would object

to his own motion, he might after debate desire to
withdraw it, and in such a case could only do so by
permission of the lodge. No motion isin order until
i has been seconded nor can he discussed.

QussrioN.—Suppose a Lodge for reasons decided on by the
members have come to the conclusion not to change their officers
at the annual clection. Do the old Officers still hold office for the
next yeer till their successors are elected ?

ANSWER.—The Constitution, at Art. 2, * of Private
Lodges” requires that each Lodge shall annually
elect its Masters, Wardens, &c., &ec., if no change is
desired the election is a mere form, and the old
officers are at the flollowing regular meetings
proclaimed the officers for the ensuing year, and so
registered in the minute book.

Qurstioy.—Hotv often must the ballot be passed for election of
Ofticers, supposing it scems impossible for either candidate to get o
majority ?

ANSWER.—There is no limit to the number of
ballots to be passed. The Master has the power to
request the Brethren to concentrate their votes on
two of the candidates, and after iwo or three ballots
should they fail to do so, il he deems it for the
interest ol masonry he can close the lodge and
afterwards call a special meeting for the purpose of
proceeding with the election of officers.

PRESENTATION TO R. W. BRO. LA SERRE.

The regular meeting of St. John'’s Lodge, No. 3,
Kingston, was held on the evening of Thursday the
5th mstant, and asit was known that the Lodge was
to present a farewell address and a token of remem-
branee to Right Wor. Bro. Frederick La Serre,
previous to his leaving for England, where be
intends in future to reside, the members mustered
in considerable numbess, there were also present,
many irom Cataraqui Lodge, No. 92, and several
other visiting brethren, including the M. W. Past
Grand Master Simpson.

Aiter the routine business of the Lodge and
clection of officers had been got along with, R. W.
Bro. LaSerre, was unanimousTy clected an honorary
member of the Lodge, with all the privileges of a
contributing member.

Wor. Bro. G. M. Wilkinson, the Master of the
%t))ldgo, then addressed R. Wor. Bro. La Serre, as
ollows:

Ricut Worsnirrul. BROTHER:—The Worshipful
Master, Wardens and Brethren of St. John's Lodge,
No. 3, under the Grand Lodge of Canada, deeply
recret that your return to your native land, asa
permanent resident, is about to sevcr the mtimate
and agreeable intercourse which has for so many
vears subsisted between you and them, as fellow
aborers in the same Lodge.

They have been privilezed often to listen to your
masterly and feeling illustration of our beautiful
ritual; they have admired your consistent and
Masonic deportment, and they have noted your
quiet exercise of that truly christian and Masonic
virtue, which blesses those who give as well os those
who receive.

You will soon be thousands of miles distant from
your old associates, but they love to think that in
the spirit, which like the electric current uniting
both continents, sets at nonght the boundaries o
both time and space, you will be withthem in their
assemblies, keeping them in mind of the many good
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counsels you have given them and the bright
exainple you have ever set before them.

The members of the Lodge have unanimously
desired to retain your name on its Roll as an
honorary member, with all the privileges which
can be conferred as such. But they cannot permit
youto leave themn without some further mark of

their appreciation of” your high gualitics as w uwn
and as a mason, and of your cowrtevus and gentle-y
manly bearing towards the members, which have
gained for you a warm place in the heart of every
Brother that will 1emain mntil * the emblem of that
better part of man that never dies™ be strewn on
their mortal remains.

Accept then dear Brother of this centre pieceas a
small memento of their love to you, and may the
Great Architect of the Universe take both yvou and
vour dear wife under llis especial care until the

anger of the sea be past; and may Ile bewith you
ever afterwards until 1le call youto the Grand Lodge
above “ where Peace and Harmmony forever reign”

Brother LaSerre replied as follows:

Worshipful Master Wardens and Brethren of St
John's Lodge, No 3. There are times when silence
is eloquence, and such 1 feel it to be at the present
monaent, for the sentimenis which have just been
addressed to me have raised such a tumult of
emotions in my breast that words are quite inade-
?uate to give utterance to the dictates of my heart—
L feel that my eves could respond better than my

ips.

During the fourteen years that I have been absent
from my native land, my associations have been
almost exclusively amongst members of the fratar-
nity, and all the lasting friendships I have formed,
have been with Masons, some of the warmest of
whom I have the pleasure of secing around me to-
night. You will therefore believe me sincere when
I say that itis with extreme painthat Ihave come
here to-day to say those little words—but alas so ful!
of meaning—Good-bye.

Worshipful Sir you have beei pleased to allude to
the time when I had the honor ol sitting in the chair
which vou now so ably fill, the eulogium you _pass
upon me I fear is undeserved, I have been associated
with Masonry for eichteen years, twelve of which
have been intimately connected with St John's
Lodge, during the whole of that period, both in an
official and private capacity I have visited a vast
number of Lodges, and come in contact with hun-
dreds, 1| might say thousands, of Masons from
different parts of the world, and yet I will boldly
affirm that Ihave never seen anywhere such a per-
fect knowledge of the ritual, such a comprehensive
view_ of Masonic jurisprudence, and such adeep
insicht into the mysteries ot our noble Order as in
StJohn's Lodge : No wonder then that with a heart
burning with zeal for our glorious Institution [ I will
at leastola.y claim to that ﬁ should imbibe somewhat
of the atInOthg:re in which I moved, but whatever
you may feel disposed to place to my credit, must be
transferred to my instructors, the Past Masters of St
John'’s Lodge.

To receive the warm expressions of kind feeling,
of friendship and sympathy, {from the members of
my Lodge, addressed to e by the Worshipful
Master, is much, very much, to be elected by an
unanimous vote of the Lodge, as an honorary

N

member is more, much more than I had any thought
or right to expect, for so reserved is this Lodge in
conferring that distinguished honor, that I believe
I am the only brother who has received it coupled
with all the priveleges of a subscribing member,
since its tormation, some seventy-four years ago.
These two alone are more than suflicient to over-
whelm me, but when in additin I {ind this
substantial and handsome testimonial  resented tome
by my brethren as a freewill oftering, theis it is that
the hps fail and the heart alone speahs. The
selection of that beautiful centre piece, wiich kindl
enables my wife also to be a participant with myself
ol your generosity, intrinsica{ly valuable and elegant
in desigm, exhibits a refinement oftasteand liberality
worthy of its donors, and I know of no article that
could have been more in accordance with my choice
and wishes, bul” besides all this I know that itisa
tribute of aflection, an offering of friendship, nay
tnore, it ropresents one of the grand principles of
Masonry—Brotherly Love. With this 1'cc]i,ing 1
acceept it, aecopt 1t grafefully, aceept it friendly, and
am sure that, through the irailty of hwman nature,
were it possible ever to be umnimdful of St. John's
Lodge, it will in its silent eloquence say in language
deeper and louder than won{s.—Forget me not.

Brethren, in conelusion, permit me to thank you
for the blessings you have so kindly invoked upon
my dear wife and myself, but though the sea is
about to separate us during this transitory existence,
I fervently hope than when time and space have
been annihilated, through the infinite merey of our
Almighty Creator, we may meet again, never to
part, in the mansions not made with hands cternal
m the heavens.

Brethren, I thank vou from the depths of my
heart, and say Farewell, and God bless you all.—So
mote it be.

R. W. Bro. La Serre, was much affected during
the delivery of the above response and several times
broke down completely. He carries with him to
hisnative land, the love and esteem of alarge circle
of acquaintances not only in Kingston, but ﬁmouvh-
out 810 Central Masonic District, over which he
presided as D. D. Grand Master, and the duties of
which office were faith{ully performed by him, he
spared necither time nor expense in his etforts to
keep up in the Lodges the proper style of working,
and being blessed with a retentive memory, was
gerhaps as near perfection in his illustration of the

cautiful ceremonies of our Order as conld be hoped
for. Inaddition to the office of D. D. G. M., he has
also ably occupied the chairs of Grand Second
Principal of the Royal Arch of Canada, and of
Eminent Commander in_the Hugh de Payen’s
Encampment of Knights Templar.

After the labors of the Lodge were completed, the
Brethren with their visitors retired to the refresh-
ment room, where a couple of hours were spent in
the innocent and rational enjoyment of the good
things of this life, coupled with the feast of reason
and flow of soul which can be best appreciated
only in such matters as these. 7

Attempt notbing, brother, for which the talent
given thee by.the G‘rrgat Architect of the Universe,
1s unsuited or insufficient.
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POSITION OF GRAND LODGE.

TO TOE EDITOR OF THE CRAFPTSMAN.

MoxTxrear, 28th Nov, 18G7.

DEARSIR & BROTHER,- -The report of the speeches

at the dinner given in IHamilton to the Grand Offi-
cers, on the occasion of the presentation to our R.W.
Bro. Thos. B. Harris, Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge testimonial, which has appeared in the Crafts-
man, indicates sulliciently clearly the fact that the
prasent position of Grand Lodge, in view of the union
of the Provinces, is not considered satisfactory, and
thst ~~me change must take place Your own ex-
pression some time ago, that under the new political
orde: of things, the name “ Grand Lodge of Canada™
was a misnomer, indicated pretty cloaﬁy the feeling
that prevails in the Province of Quebec, und which
is likely to find its result in the establishment i an
independent Grand Lodge for the Province of Que-
bee. T have no doubt that there will be a pretty
strong opposition to this course among our brethren
of Ontario, but if you will consider it fairly, and in
the light of masonic jurisprudence and usage, I think
you cannot come to any other conclusion than that
at which many of our most infiuential freemasons in
this city and province have arrived.

1t is quite clear, I think, that the name of a Grand
Lodge should indicate its territorial jurisdiction.
Thus in the States, the several Grand Lodges take the
name of the several States over which they exercise
jurisdiction,and the mere mention of the Grand body
conveys accurate informaiion as to its territorial
limitations. The same statement aqphes to the
Grand Lodges or Grand Orients of liurope; and
the manifest propriety of this well established rule
cannot be disputed. DBut the Grand Lodge of
Canada cannot in the nature of things now exercise
jurisdiction over the whole of Canada, seeing that
there is in a part of it, the Province of Nova Scotia,
a Grand Lodge already in existence, and that
another Grand Lodge has been established in
another Province, New Brunswick. And, there-
fore. to speak of the Grand Lodge of Canada, as
applied to a body exercising Jllrls&ctxqzl over only
two of the four Provinces of Canada, is not only to
use a misnomer, but seriously to mislead all who
hear the name. The moment the Dominion of
Canadg was proclaimed, Quebec became as much
independent and unoccupted Masvnic territory as
New Brunswick; or diversely, New Bruuswick
became as much subject to the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Canada as Quebec.  And I cannot
but think that a frank and friendly recognition of
this fact would be for the advantage of Freemasonry
in the Dominion, and would tend to perpetuate that
friendly intercourse which has heretofore prevailed
beiween the Masons throughout the old Province
of Canada.

The proceedings which are bemg taken towards
the formation of an independent Grand Lodge of
Quebec, are conceived in no wnfriendly spirit to-
wards our brethren in Ontario. We hold_that
under the plain teachings of Masonic jurisprudence
a Grand Lodge of Ontarlo is a necessity of the new

litical position, and that to retamn the name of

rand Lodge of Canada for a body exercising

Jurisdiction over but one, or even two of the Pro-
vinces of Canada, would be & manifest Masonic
impropriety, The question of the formation of a
Grand Lodge for the Dominion of Canada, with
Provincial Grand Lodges in each of the Provinces,
may become a question for discussion herealter, and
I am inclined to believe will meet with a favorable
consideration at the hands of the Freemasons of
Quebec. But the lriends of a Dominion Grand
Lodge must see that it can only be_established by
the friendly co-operation and acquiescence of the
Grrand Lodges of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and
when it is established, of Quebee, and that it is
much more likely to be favored by a friendly
recognition of the necessities of the present position,
and a holding out to the Masons of Quebec, not
simply the rig?]t to form a Grand Lodge, for that
we beliey e have already, but the right hand of
fellowship, and the hearty God speed, 1 the work.
The four Grand Lodges might then, by convention,
arrive at some mude whereby a supremejurisdiction
for the whole Dominion could be established.

I hope, therefore, that no disposition will be
manifested to throw difliculties in the way of the
craft in Quebec in their attempt to form an inde-
pendent Grand Lodge, but that owmge to events
over which they, as Masons, had no control, all the
Lodges of the old Province of Canada, although
acknowledging different Grand bodies, will pre-
serve the same hearty and cordial good will towards
each other which has in the past characterized
them. So MOTE IT BE.

CRAFTSMAN.

GRAND LODGES.

LerTer rroM Dp MacsgEry.

We are permitted to publish the followmg letter
from Dr. Mackey, the well-known writer on masonic
Jjurisprudence, on the subject of the position of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, under the confederatior.
act. We have referred to the letter elsewhere :(—

CuarLestoy, Aug. 1st., 1867.
M. W. Brotosr Wi, M. Wisox. .

M. W. Sz axp Dear Brotusr —I have delayed replying to
your lctter as long as conrtesy would permit, for the purpose of
giving to its subject that mature considcration which is demanded
by its imperrtance.

I thin' there is no point of Magonic law, on which the concumrent
opinion of autharities is m.re unanimous than this, that Masonic
and Political boundaries are co-terminous, The tertitorial himits
of cvery Grand Lodge are the samc as thosc of the Republic,
Kingdom, Empirc or State in which it is situated. The Grand
Lodge of the State of New York cannot, for instance, extend its
jurisdiction over the State of Pennsylvania, nor the Grand Lodge
of England over the Empirc of France Agnin, all territory not
Masonically organized by the institution of a Grand Ludge with.n
its territorial hmits, is what, in Masonic lapguage, wo call “un-
occupicd territory,” and is open to tho entmnce of any Gmnd
Lodge, which msy cstablish as many Lodges in that temitory,
subject to its jurisdiction, as it thinks proper, but it can have no
title to be the Grand Loc;gc of that unoccupied Serritory. Thus
early in the 18th century the Grand Lodge of England organized
Lodges in Fraance, but it never assumed the title of « Grand Ledgo
of France.” France was then  unoccupied territory  and remain-
¢d so until a Grand Lodge of France was organized.

Now this doctrine of the co-terminousness of Masanic and Po-
litical territory is carried by Masonic jurists to this cxtent, that if
there be a change of Political boundary thero must be an cquiva-
lent change of Masonic boundary. Thus let tho kingdom of A

and the kingdom of B be contiguousand cach have a Grand Lodge.
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Then if by treaty the kingdom of*A shall cedo a part of its terri-
tory, lying on the common boundary to the kingdom of 13, all the
Lodges in that part of the territory of A which was ceded will
come under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, of B and tho
Grand Lodge of A will looso all jurisdiction over them,

Again in reference to tho question of co-terminousness of terri-
tory, itfollows that the namo or title of every Grand Lodge should
bo precisely expressive of the true extent of its jurisdiction, nei-
ther moré nor less, Thaus, it wouuld be improper fora Grand Lodgc
calling itself the Grand Lodge of England to exercise exclusive
jurisdiction over England and Scotland. Suppose that the Masons
of 8cotlaud were resolve to abolish their own Grand Lodge and
to unite into onoe jurisdiction with the Masons of Englaud and or-
ganize a Grand Lodge cuommun to buth Cuuntrivs. 1 do nut under-
tako to say there would Le any legal objection to this coa-
Iescence, but I do say, that clearly in that caso the ¢ Grand Lodge
of England » would be an improper title for the supervisiog body.
Its only correct title would be the % Grand Lodge of Great Britain."

It appears then the principles of Masonic law are very simple.
But in their practical application to the Grand Lodge of Canada I
feel that there will be much ¢mbarressment,

Certainly the ® .tle of « Grand Lodge of Canada,” cannot be ap-
plied, since the change in the political relations of the British
Provinces, to a Grand Lodge where territorial limits are not co-
terminous with those of the whole Dominion of Canada—swhich
does not exercise and does not pretend to exercise jurisdiction over
a large part of Canada, over Nova Scotia and New. Brunswick.

J know but of two ways of sctthog the difficulties which are
beginning to surround you.

First, the fuur Provinces might unite in tho formationof a
“ Grand Lodge of Cavnada ™ which should have jurisdiction over the
wholc Dominion ‘This would be very pleasant—a fraternal union
of all Canedians in one central body. But would not the territory,
especially with your anticipated accesion from the Pacific coast be
too large and unwieldy for convenience or policy. You might, it
is true, havo a Provincial Grand Lodge in each Province for local
purposes, while the general concerns of the craft would be regu-
lated Ly the Grand Lodge.

Or cach Province might become a separate and independent
Masonic territory and form a Grand Lodge for itself just as we
bave done in the United States.

Such being my views of the prescat position of the Masonic in-
stitution in the new Dominion of Canada, I am prepared to answer
your question.

You say . ¢ The question I would now submit to you is—Docs
this Political Union affect our position as a Grand Lodge in auy-
way and if so to wnat exteut 7%

I roply: 1t does to this extent. You are no longer the Grand
Lodge of Canada. Your lucality being in the Province of Ontario,
the Province of Quebec, which has been politically severed from
you, now forms an unoccupicd territory and is open for the organ-
ization of a Grand Lodge of Quebec. You yourselves will have
to organize as & Grand Lodge of Ontario, and the Grand Lodge of
Nova Scotia remains as it is.

Theo only’ ‘{(\y of avoiding four Grand Lodges is for all the
Lodges to umite in the formation of a Grand Lodge of Canada.
There is no such legal body there now. If this is not consented
to, then if I were one of you, I would work very assiduously for
the furmation of & Urand Lodge of Uatarnio. This you could d.,
simply by changing your name aond issuing new warrants to your
Lodges. Those in Quebee remain under your jurisdictivn until a
Grand Lodge is formea in that Province.

I am very truly and fraternally yours,

A. G. Macrsy, M. D,

La Grangg, Xy., Sep. 26th, 1867.

My Dear WiLsoN.—Your extremely kind and
com%hmentary letter of the 16th, witk the photo-
gnp ,.gave me a most pleasant hour. As pleasant

ours dont float on every chip in the puddle of life, I
thank you most heartily for thesame. You do me,
and my purposes but justice though you overrate my
efforts.  Youhave found &so has every man of grease
and gristle, who ever trod out of the most humble
path of life) that opponentsare in every honest road,
that unless a man keeps lockstép with every stupid
ass in his own profession he must needs crush corns

and abrade heels, from all which cursings and scan-
als proceed. I have laboured todo good, and have
donesome. _How much, the coming generation must
say, tli:lrlldeed that generation shall care anything for
us at all.

I start Jan. 15th to Burope and the Holy Land,
the tour contemplated in 1857, and which, probably
I would have then taken but for the position I held
in my G. L. at home, which my absence would
have forfeited. .

have read the proceedings of your Grand
Lodge with uncummon interest. I hardly think the
difficulty to which you allude, will ripen into a seri-
ous aflair. Hopo not. Your folks have proved the
utter inefliency of the plurality system of Grand
Lodges and that too within the present generation,
why should they test it further ? we are proving it
here, in the States, to our hearts dis-content, here 40
or 41 Grand Lodges, some of them scarcely as large
as_the traditional piece of challk:. -

Your photograph does not make you look much
older than in 1861 when we gripped dexters last
May, you flourish in immortal green (rather a doubt-
ful compliment by the way, suggestive of verdancy.
But then nobody will ever accuse zou of that.)

‘Write me again will you? and soon ? and often 2
and always, sleeping or waking believe me to be
my dear Wilson, your faithful Brother,

Ros. MorRris.

MITCHI::LL, December 3rd, 1867.

TO THE EDITOR OF TIE ** CRAPTSXAN."

DEAR Sir.—I send you herewith a copy of a
letter from the G. M., believing that its publication
will serve a useful purpose. If you are of the same
opinion you will please insert it in your next issue.

Yours, &c.

J. M. DunsyMoRE, W.M.
Tudor Lodge, No. 141,

Geanp Lopare or Caxapa,
Orrice or THE GraND BIASTER,
Sixcor, 22nd November, 1867

W. Sir & DEAR Bro.—On reading the November
number of that ably conducted and admirable
periodical, * The Craftsman,” I was much pleasad
with an excellent article from the pen of our
intelligent  brother, Dr. Hornibrook, the Seunior
Warden of your Lodge. The selection of malerial for
our Masonic temple 1s one of the most important
duties that devolves upon the members of our
fraternity, and such articles as the one referred to,
must have a powerful eftect in directing the mind of
the Mason to the conscientious discharge of that
solemn duty.

ou will please convey to Bro. Hornibrook, my
thanks for this contribution to our Masonic literature
and I would at the same time express the hope that
he and many others of our educated and zealous
brethren, may be induced to use the talent intrusted
to them by the G. A. O.T. U., for the purpose of
enlightening the craft, and exciting a more carnest
enquiry into the beauties of a system designed for
the benefit and intellectual improvement of our
fellow men, .
Among the members of our Order, hailing from
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the various Lodges scattered through the lengthI
and breadth of the P'rovinces of Ontario and Quebec,
(which coustitute our present jurisdiction,) there
are many who are eminently qualilied to mstruct
and enlighten ; and it has long been a source of
regret to me, that so few of them have felt it to be
their duty and high privilege to instruct and inform
their less favored brethren. It s truethat there are
a few distinguished members of our fraternity, who
do not thus “hide their light under a bushel™; but
I would be delighted to see the list greatly enlarged
and owr brethren generally more deeply interested
in raising still higher our noble standard. The
mind erows by what it feeds upon. "An old
Seneca’s maxim should be inseribed over the study
door of many of our oo indolent fraternity,
Cogrenda mens est af tnsipial.”

With my best wishes for the happiness and pros-
perity ol yourself and the members of your Lodge.

I continue,
Worshipful Sir and Dear Brother,
Yours truly and fraternally.

W. M. WiLsox.
To the Worshipful Master
of Tudor Lodge, No. 141, Mitchell.

TO TRL EDITOR OF THE CRAFTSMAN.

Hamrroy, Nov. 6, 1867.

DEar SIR & V. W. BroTHER,—I have read with
much pleasure your editorial in the lasi number of
TiE CRAFTSMAN, (the lirst of the sect nd volume,)
and it must be gratifying to every love: of our order
that “ the circulation to-day is beyond the estimate
“ made at the outset.” You urge with much truth
the importance of brethren contributing by corres-
pondence, to aid you in bringing THE CRAFTSMAN
to that state of perfection which it is desivable it
should attain. I fully coincide with your remarks,
and think that brethren should make a point of
communicating to you all Masonic incidents which
occur, and which would be likely fo interest the
fraternity.

There are some points of JMasonic Practice, regard-
ing which I have frequently been asked, and in
reterence to which there exists a diversity of
opinion, one of which is: *“Showld more than one
candidale be iniliated, pnssed, or vaised at once?” In
some lodges two wrd three candidates have received
their degree together. I believe there can be no
question that this mode of procedure is totally
opposed to the proper and correct working. and
tends greatly to mar the solemnity of the ceremony.
Daring the Iast sitting of Grand Lodge 1 took the
opportunity of consulting some of our highest
authorities on Masonic Practice upon this point,
and the opinions I received were, that while in the
first and third degrees it_is highly improper to
admit more than one candidate at a time, yet in the
second degree 1o objection can be urgec. {5 two, or
even three, candidates being passed together.

I venture to trouble you with this communica-
tion, in the hope that it may be the means of setting
many of my Worshipful Brethren right upon a
point concerning which there exisis a doubt, and
thercby aid the efforts of Grand Lodge to assimilate
the “ worike.” i

1 am, yours {raternally, .

W. W. PRINGLE,
P.G.J.D

CANADIAN IMASONIC ITEMS.

HAMILTON.

ELrcT10N.—At the regular meeting of The Hiram
Chapler, No. 2, held in the Masonic Hall, on
Tuesday evening Dec. 3rd, 1867, the following
officers were clected for the ensuing year:—V. L.
Comp. Willimn Reid, Z.; II. Comp. i«‘. C. Bruce,
H.; 5. Comp. William Edgar, J.; Comp. A’ J. Nuthall,
Seribe L.; Comp. Nelson IHwmphrey, Seribe N.;
Comp, Alex. Turner, Treasurer; Comp. Thos.
Lawrence, Prin. Soj.; Comp, W. W. Summers,
Janitor.

ErECTION.—AL the regular meeting of the Acacia
Lodge, No. 61, of A. I¥. and A. M., held Friday
evenmng 22nd Nov,, after {he usnal routine business
had been disposed of, the following Brethren were
elected as office-bearers for the ensuing Masonie vear,
viz :—W. Bro. Edward Mitchell, W, h'f.; Bro. George
Maeill, S.W., Bro. Geo. Guy, J. W.; Bro. Rev. Geo.
A. Bull, Chaplain : Bro. Edward Magill, Treasurer;
Bro. James Bellings, Seeretary; Bro. W. W.
Swmmers, Tyler,

STONEY CREEK.

ELEcTION—AL a regular communication of Went-
worth Lodge, No. 166, Stoney Creek, held on
Monday, 9th December, the following officers were
elected for the ensuing year:—W. Bro. Alva G.
Jones, W. M. ; Bro. John G. Bradley, 8. W.; Bro.
Henry Lutz, J. W.; Bro. Henry Hull, Treasurer;
Bro. Jonathan II. Carpenter, Secretary ; Bro. Joseph
Carpenter, D. C.; Bro. Moss I. Ohnstead, 8. D.;
Bro. George Singerland, J. D.; Bros. Levi Lewis
and Samucl Williams, Stewards; Bro. David F.
Smith, 1. G.; Bro. Elijah Finton, ’fyler.

MONTREAL.

LLECTION.—AL the annual meeting of the Elgin
Lodge T. & A. M,, No. 319 Registry, Scotland, held
Nov. 30th, 1867, (St. Andrew’s Day,) the jollowing
ofticers were duly elected for the ensuing year:—
W. McWoaod, R. W. M. ; James Smith, R. W. P. M. ;
C. Corner, W. . D. M.; C. W. Bolton, W. S. M.;
Thos. Alcock, W. 8. W.; G. Swinburn, W.J. W.;
W. S. Walker, Treasurer; R. Rintoul, Sccretar%;
C. McLellan, S. D.; P. O'Neil, J. D.; Rev. W. B.
Curran, Chaplain; . May Oreganist; W. Corner
Grand Steward; J. Featherstone, Steward ; 11, W
Bachlaw, Assistant Steward ; D. Rose, Inner Guard ;
W. B. Aﬁen, Tyler; W. Gay, Assistant T'yler.

—

HALIFAX.

Masonic INsTALLATION.—The anuual installation
ot the office bedrers’of the Scottish Provincial Grand
Lodge of ¥ree Masons, was duly celzbrated on
Saturday last (St. Andrew's day,) at high twelve, b
the Right Wor. the Heu. Alexander Keith,Provinci
Grand Master in the presence of a numerous
assembly of the Crait.

The following are the Pro. Grand Lodge officers
for the ensning year:—

R._ W. Bro. William Esson, Deputy P. G. M.;
W. Bro. J. Norman Riichie, substitute P. G. M.;
W. Bro. Wm. Muorray, Senr. G. Warden; W. Bro.
Fitz. Cochran, G. Junr. Warden, by proxy ; W. Bro.
Thos. P. Studd, G. Treasurer, by proxy; W. Bro.
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George Fraser, (x. Secretary ; 'W. Bro. Wm. Wilson,
Grand Senr. Deacon; W. Bro. Geerge Anderson,
G Junr, Deacon; W. Bro. Angus Mcleod, G. Bible
bearer; W. Bro. J. T. McA-ipine, Grand Sword
bearer ; W. Bro. Jas. Wallace, . Dir. Ceremonies;
W. Bro. I' G. Wainwrizht, G. Director of Music;
W. Bro. W. IH. Newman, G. Jeweller; W. Bro. Dr.
F. Forbes Garvie, G. Architect: W. Bros. Hugh
McLeod, John Robinson, R. T. Muir, J. H. Philp,
Dr. T. C. Leaver, J. W, K. Johnston, Stewards; W.
Bro. Dr. T. R. Almon, G. Pursuivant ; W. Bro. John
McKenzie, G. Tyler.~—Halifax Chronicle.

NOVA SCOTIA.

Our information from Nova Scotia leads us to be-
lieve that the Grand Lodge of the Province, while
quite unwilling to yield up its independence now,
or to become merged in the Grand Lodge of Canada,
looks forward lo the probable formation of a Domin-
ion Grand Lodge, with Provincial Grand Lodges
for each of the Provinces. As a preliminary step,
however, to any negocigtions on this subject, eftorts
are now i)eiug.madg to barmonize the diffirent juris-
dictions prevailing in that province, with a view to
the incorporation of all the Lodges into the Grand
Lodge of Nova Scotia, and the recognition of that
body by the Grand Lodges of Great Britain and
Ircland. Thereis every reason to believe that these
efforts will be successful; and so_soon as they are,
there is httle doubt that the feeling which exists
among many of the prominent Freemasons of our
sister Province in favour of one Grand Lodge for
the Dominion, to be known as the Grand Lodge of
Canada, will find formal expression.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

We published in the last number of the Craftsman
a statement to the effect that a Grand Lodge had
been organized in the Province of New Brunswick,
and our information received since that time is to
the effect, thatthe formation of thisindependentGrand
body, meets with the almost unanimous approbation
of the Lodges in that Province, some cighteen out
of the twenty-one lodges existing there having
surrendered their charters which ﬁley have held
from British Grand Lodges, and given in their alle-
giance to that now established.

This step has been long agitated by a few of the
more prominent masons 1 St. John. More than a
year ago a small campaign sheet, and we are author-
ized, we think, thus to describe it, was established
at St. John, under the title of “ the Masonic Mirror”
with the object of ad vocating Masonic independence;
the establishment of the Grand Lodge of Nova
Scotia having given an impetus to the movement.
But until the proclamation of the union of the Pro-
vinces, the agitation did not meet with much success.
That union, and the questions to which it naturally
%ave rise as to the rights of the Grand Lodge of
Canada over the unoccupied territory of the Domin-
ion, gave an influence to the agitation which it had
not before possessed. Not thet the establishment of
the Grand Lodge was brought about in a spirit of
hostility to the Grand Lodge of Canada, for we be-
lieve, t{rom what we can learn from personal inter-
course with some of the leading promoters of this

step, that no such hostility exists. There is on the
contrary a very decided feeling in favour of the es-
tablishment of a Dominion Grand Lodge with Pro-
vineial Grand Lodges from each of the Provinces.
But there was an anxiety—in view of the existence
of an independent Grand Lodge in Nova Scotia, to
place themselves in the same position, thus being
able to treat upon terms of equality with the larger
and older body in relation to the formation of the
Dominion Grand Lodge. Such was the ruling mo-
tive that prom]])\ed the step which our brethren in
New DBrunswick have deemed it wise to take.

HTASONEY AND POLITICS.

The encmies of the Masonic fraternity have ever
tried to arouse popular prejudice against this time-
honored institution, by raising the clamor of the
political demagogue, that,as a social organization, we
are dangeroustogovernment. This chrge is with-
out foundation, as is evident from the past history
and present position of Masons in relation to the
respective governments under which they live, the
world over. )

Masons have never been a revolutionary people,
and Masonry, as a social institution, is conservative
inits teachings and its practices. 1t tak es no position
in politics, and prohibits the introduction of political
questions into its discussions. It has existed under
every form of government known to history, and
done its work for society peacefully, but successfully.
under the administration cf all the great politicai
parties in Europe and America. Itteachesobedience
to the laws, submission to authority, and reverence
for the usagesof the past. Itis, therefore, impossible
for an institution that teaches the practice of such
social and political virtues to favor political revo-
lutions and social cutbreaks, that would disturb the

cace of society, or sap the foundation of government.

t is surprising how any rational or sane mind could
credit for a moment, the base slander circulated
by our enemies to awaken popular prejudice against
us. Ar. not the husbands, brothers, fathers, sons,
iriends and neighbors of these individuals, Masons?
Do they not all testify that there is nothing in either
the teaching or practice of Masonry at war with our
republican institutions, or that will, in any way,
endanger our civil, political and religious liberties?
We receive their testimony on all other subjects,
how can we constantly refuse to receive it when
they positively affirm that such is the character of
the Masonic institution ?

Besides, would it not be a strange moral and
sorial phenomena for Methodists and Baptists,
Presbyterians and IEpiscopalians, Quakers and
Cathofics, Lutherans and Universalists, Democrats
and Whigs, thourh they are opposed to each other on
nearly all other subjects, should league together as
Masons to undermine our republican institutions,
and subvert sur government? No sane mind can
helieve this possibTe. It would be a social miracle.
But if Masonry be opposed to our government, if
its influence i society is calculated_to endanger
our liberties, how did it happen that all the signers
of the Declaration of Independence, and the framers
of our Republican Constitution, where Masons,
but six? If Masonry be opposed to Republican
government, how shsil we account for the fact that

all the generalsin the American army were Masons ?
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These facts should forever silence such objections
to DMasonry, Really and truly, Masonry, as a
benevolent institution, has no political character,
has no political purpose, and does not aim or try to
exert any political influence.  Yer work is a higher
and nobler work than that of the politician and
statesman.—Square and Compoass.

=~ NOT IN SIGNS.

An English brother writes to a young friend in
reply to a letter,—* Once more it is fancy, and not
reason, that guides you. It scems now you assert
that, in secret socicties of various countries and
various ages, you have discovered IFreemasonry,
because you have discovered that, in such societies,
certain words and signs were used. Be assured,
however, that FFreemasonry consists in something
very diflerent from any such words and signs. It
consists in doctrines. Take away those docirines,
and leave only the words and the signs, and Free-
masonry disappears at once.”

MASONRY IN HAVANA, CUBA.

By telegram from Havana, Cuba, of date of the
17th instant, we learn that the police of that city on
that night surprised a Masonic Lodge, while assem-
bled for business, and took the members into
custody, the Lieutenant-Governor of Sagua being
prominent among them. It further stated that
owing to a “ Peninsula” alarm_cry all the officers
were discharged.  What a “ Penmnsula alarm cry”
means we cannot imagine, but it must have been
something effective to have produced such a result.
Another Lodge in Havana, on hearing of the raid
took the precaution to suspend its meetings. Spain
and her colonies are not the most agreeable places
for Masons, as such, to congregate. By law it is
prohibited under heavy penalty.

TiME wears slippers of list, and his tread is noise-
less. The days come, softly dawning one after
another; they creep in at_the windows; the fresh
morning air is grateful to the lips as they pant forit;
their music is sweet to those who listen to it; until,
before we know it, 2 whole life of days has posses-
sion of the citadel, and time has taken us for its own.

T at Rest.

Athis residence, Barton Street, Hamilton, on Thursday, the
21st Nov, Bro. Coroser Rosert Laxp, aged 95 years.—

Another of the old pioneers of this country has gone to his long
home. Bro. Laxp was probably the oldest living scitler in the
Gure District. His father was onc of that noble band of united
Empire loyalists, who preferring their allegianco to the Crown to
everything, left their homes in the old colonics at the time of the
revolutionary war, and settled in Canada. In 1791, our late Bro-
ther, who had been living in New Brunswick, joined his father
on what is still the Lomestead, and where he bag lived ever since.
He held a Commission during the war of 1812, and was prescnt at
the battles of Lundy's Lane, and at tho occupation of Detroit.
In 1837 he was placed in Command at Hamiltor, aod performed
the arduous dutics comnocted with that position with very great
satisfaction. .

Bro. Land became o Freemason in 1796, having been faitinted
in the Barton Lodge on the Tth Nov, of that year, and was we
think, the oldest Frcemason in Canada.

He was an active member of the Lodge, aud to the zcal and
fidelity of hisbrother Ephriam Land, is the Barton Lodge indebted
for the preservation of its jewels and property for the petiod of
Twcriy-six years.

MONTHLY RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS.

~New Zcaland is to have a Ul.;vcrsity.

—Hostilities bave been renewed in the Island of Candia,
—Fitz QGreene Halleck a well known American poet is dead,
—The British expeditionary corps has 1anded in Abyssinia.
—The trial of Jefforson Davis is again deferred.

—Garibaldi is still in prison and is gaid to bo very unwell.
is since reported to have cscaped.

Ho

—It is thought that an International Coaference on the Roman
question will tako place.

—The Telegraph lines of Great Britain have been placed under
the control of the Gavernment.

—The body of the murdered Masxinillian has been given up to
the Austrians.

—XMrs. Disraeli, wife of the Chancellor of tho Exchequer, has
been very ill and ber life despaired of ; she is now better.

—Dr. Livingston is reported to be alive aud well somewhere in
the centre of Africa.

~The war in South America is still going on. The Brazilians
lately obtained a s'ight success.

—King George of Greece has married the Grand Duchess Olga
Constantinova of Russia.

—The Empress Carlotta, of Mexico, is much better and will it is
hoped soon be entirely recovered.

—Some recent explorations in the city of Jerusalem bave brought
to 1. ;ht some exceedingly intercsting antiquities.

—The cffort to impeach the President of the United States hos
failed.

—Her Majesty’s Theatre, one of the fincst in London, has been
totally destroyed by fire, )

—The hurricane which swept over the West Indics last month
was one of the most terrible and destructive ever known,

—On Sunday the 8th Dec., Thermormeter at the Observatory at
Hamilton indicated G below zero.

—The French Scoate and Corps Legislatif assembled on the 18th
Nhovcmbor. The Emperor Napoleon made a speech, pacific in its
character.

—The British Parliament was openced by Royal Commission on
the 19th ultimo, The amount required for the Abyssinian
cxpedition was voted after a short debate,

—The Roman question remains unsettled, and the Italians aroin
a very dissatisfied statc of mind. A treasonable conspiracy against
Victor Emmanucl has been discovered in Sicily.

—Charles Dickens has been most enthusiastically received in
Boston and New York. He is now staying in New York, where
he will remain for some time. Apartments have been provided for
bim at the Westminister Hotel.

~Mr. Rose brought in bis financial statement on the 7th inst,
The revenue for the Province of Canada up to the 30th of June
last was £16,400,139, and the expenditure $14,729,090. Since tbat
time the revenue of the whole Dominion of Canada has been
$7,427,673, expenditure $5,323,085.

—Tho threo Fenians convicted of the murder of Police Sergeant
Brett were hung in Manchester on the 30th of November, Thero
were upwards of 10,000 regulars, voluntecrs, special constables and
ordinary policemen to keep order in case of any attempted distar.
bance:  All passed off quietly.
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