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}* AU CHAPTER XI.
L ’ N
EARLY EN;gLISH VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY ’:[‘0 AMERICA.

INTRODUCTION.

the Second Chapter of this Book, Vol. III. p. 346.
given some notices of the voyages of John and Sebastian
-Cabot to America in the service’ of Henry VII. and VIII.
it appears proper on the present occasion to insert a full re-
port of every thing that is now known of these early naviga-
tions: As, although no immediate fruits were derived from
these voyages, England by their means became second only
to Spain in the discovery of America, and afterwards became
second likewise in point of colonization in the New World.
The establishments of the several English colonies will be re-
sumed in a subsequent division of our arrangement. . .

It has been already mentioned that Columbus, on leaving
Portugal to offer his services to Ferdinand and Isabella of
Spain for the discovery. of the Indies by a westetn course

. through the Atlantic, sent his brother Bartholomew ‘to make

VOL. VL ~ -A . a

a‘ LTHOUGH we have already, in  the Introduction to




2 Englisk Voyages of PART II. BOOK H.

a similar offer to Henry VIL King of England, lest his pro~
posals might not have been listened to by the court of Spain.
Bartholomew, as has been formerly related, was taken by
pirates ; and on his artivdl in England was forced to procure
the means of living, and of enabling himself to appear before
the king, by the construction and sale of sea-charts and maps,
in which he had been instructed by his brother. Owing to
this long delay, when he at length pfesented himself to King
Henry, and had even procured the acceptance of his brothers

roposals, so much time had been lost that Isabella queen of
Castille had already entered into the views of his illustrious

brother, who_ had sailed on his second voyage to the West~- i

Indies, while Bartholomew was on his journey through France
to announce to him that Henry King of England had agreed
to his proposals. '

The famé-of the astonishing discovery made by Columbus,

in 1591, soon spread throughout Europe; and only four

{;sars afterwards, or in 1595, a patent was granted by Henry -

II. to John Cabot, or Giovani Cabota, a Venetian citizen,
then resident in England, and his three sons, Lewis, Sebas-
tian, and Sancius, and fheir Leirs and deputies, to sail to all

‘parts countries and seas of the east west and north, at

their own cost and charges, with five ships; to seek out dis-
cover and find whatsoever islands, countries, regions, or pro-
vinces belonging to the heathen and infidels, were hitherto
unknewn to Christians, and to subdue, occupy, and possess
all such towns,cities, castles, and islands as they might be
able, setting up the royal banners and ensigns in the same,
and to command over them as vassals and Iietitenants of the

crown of England, to which was reserved the rule, title; afid
_ jurisdiction of the same. 1In this grant Cabot and his sons,

with their heirs and deputies, were bound to bring all the
fruits, profits, gains, and comimodities acquired in their voyages
to the port of Bristol; and, having deducted from ihe pro-
ceeds all manner of necessary costs and charges by them ex-
pénded, to pay to the king in wares or mioney the fifth parf
of the free gain so made, in lieu of all customs or other dues
of importation on the same. By these letters patent; dated
at Westminster on the 5th of March in the eleventh year of
Henry VII all the other subjects of England are prohibited
from visiting or frequenting any of the cortinents, islands,
villages, towns; castles, or places which might be discovered

8 by
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CHAP, XL SECT. 1. Discovery to America. 3
y John Cabot; his sons, heirs, or deputies, under forfeitire
of théir ships and goods®. =~ A

. No journal or relation remains of the voyages of Cabot
and His sons in consequence of this grant, and we are reduced
to a few scanty meniorials concerning them; contained in the
third volume of Hekluyt’s Collection of the Early Voyages,
Dravels; and Discoveries of the Englisk Nation. We quote

from the new edition, with additions, publishéd atLondonin ... —

Two years after the before-mentioned letters patent, or on '
the 18th of February 1497, a licence was granted by the
same king of England, Henry VII. to John Cabot, to take six
English ships in any haven or havens of England, being of
2006 tons burden or under, with all necessary furniture; and
to take also into the said ships all such masters, mariners, or
%lghgr subjects of the king as might be willing to engage with

m. : '

It would appear that the patent of 1495 had never been
acted upon ; but in consequence of this new licence, John
Cabot and his son Sebastian proceeded from the port of Bristol
and discovered an island somewhere on the coast of America
to which they gave the name of Prima Vista, probably the
island of New%undland. The short account of this voyage
of discovery left to us by Hakluyt, is said to have been in-
serted in Latin on a map constructed by Sebastian Cabot,
concerning his discovery in Americs, then called the West
Indies; which map, engraved by Clement Adams, was to be
seen in the time of Hakluyt in the private gallery of Queen
Elizabeth at Westminster, and in the possession of many of
the principal merchants in London. This memorandum,
translated into English, is as follows=.

. Sectiox L o
Discovery of Newfoundiand by Jokn and Sebastian Cabot in
- 1497, in the service of Henry VII. of England. _
L% In _tixe year 1497, John Cabot a Venetian and his son
Sebastian, discovered on the 24th of June, about five in the
- . oo . moming,

1 Hakluyt, 111, 26. 2 Id. IIL 27.
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morning, that land to which no person had before ventured
to sail, which they named Prime Vista’, or first-seen, be-
cause as I believe it was the first part seen by them from the
sea. 'The island which is opposite® he named St Johns Island,
because discovered on the day of St John the Baptist. The
inhabitants of this island use the skins and furs of wild beasts
for garments, which they hold in as high estimation as we do
our finest clothes. In war they use bows and arrows, spears,

‘darts, clubs, and. slings. The soil is sterile and yields no

useful production ; but it abounds in white bears and deer
much larger than ours. Its coasts produce vast quantities of

- large fish, among which are great seals, salmons, soles-above - -

a yard in length, and prodigious quantities especially of cod,
which are commonly called bacallaos3. The hawks, par-
tridges, and eagles of this island are all black.” - -
"._Besides the f%regoing memorandum on the ancient map,
Hakluyt gives the following testimonies respecting the dis-
covery of the northern part of America by Cahot. -

SEc'rxok II.

Discourse by Galeacius Bumgarz'us, Papal Legate in Spain,
respecting the Discoveries in America, by Sebastian Cabot'.

Do_you know how to sail for the Indies towards the north-
west, as has been lately done by a Venetian citizen, a valiant
man and so learned in all things pertaining to navigation and
cosmography, that no one is permitted to sail as pilot to the
‘West Indies who has not received bis licence, he being pilot-
major of Spain? This person, who resides in the city. of

Seville, is Sebastian Cabot, a native of Venice, who is most
: expert

1 Presuming that this discovery was Newfoundland, a name nearly of
the same import, perhaps the land first seen was what is now called Cape
Bonavista, in lat. 48° 50’ N. long. 62¢ 32’ W. from London. In the text,
there is every reason to believe that it is meant to indicate, that Cabot named
the island ke discovered St Johns, and only the first seen point of land Prima-
Yista.—E. ) . - .

2 By this phrase is probably ta be understood, the island behind this first-
seen cape named Prima-Vista.—E. - -

. 8 Vudgaxi Sermoni, is translated by Hakluyt, in the language of the
savages ; but we have given it a different sense in the text, that used by
Hakluyt having no sufficient warrant in the original.—E,

1 Hakluyt, III. 27. from the second volume of Ramusio.
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. CHAP. XL.SECT. I1.  Discovery to America. 3
expert in these sciences, and makes excellent sea-charts with
his own hands. . Having sought his acquaintance, he enter-
tained us in a friendly manner, shewing us many things, and
among these a large map of the world containing sundry na-
vigations, both those of the Spaniards and ‘Portuguese. On
this occasion he gave us the following information.

His father went many years since from Venice to England, -
where he followed the profession of a merchant, taking this
person his son along with him to London, then very young,
yet having received some tincture of learning, and some know-
ledge of the sphere. His father died about the time-when—- ————
- news-was spread abroad that Don Christopher Columbus, the :
Genoese, had discovered the coasts of the Indies by.-sailing
towards the west, which was much admired and talked of at
the court of King Henry VII. then reigning in England, so
that every one affirmed that it was more attributable to divine
" inspiration than human wisdom, to have thus sailed by the
west unto the east, where spices grow, by a way never
known before. By these discourses the young man, Sebas~
tian Cabot, was strongly incited to perform some notable and
similar action ; and conceiving by the study of the sphere that
it would be a shorter route for going to India, than that at-
tempted by Columbus, to sail by the nerth-west, he caused
the king to be informed thereof, who accordingly gave orders
that He should be farnished with two ships, properly provided
ig all things for the voyage. “He sailed with these from Eng-
land in the beginning of summer 1496, if I rightly remember,
shaping his course to the north-west, not expecting to find
any other land intervening between and Cathay or Northern
China. He was much disappointed by falling in with -land
running teward the north, the coast of which he sailed along
to the lat. of 56° N. and found it still a continent. Finding
the coast now to turn towards the east, and despairing to fin
the passage to India and Cathay of which he was in “search,

‘he turned again and sailed down the coast towards the equi-

noctial line; always endeavouring to find a passage westwards

for India, and came at length to that part of the contiuent

which is now called Florida®. And his victnals running sho;_t,
. = ]e

2 Floridz is here to be taken in the extended sense as at first appiied to
the whole eastern coast of North America, to the north of the Gulf of
Mexico. The commencement of this voyage appears to have been in search
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6 English Voyages of PART IL BOOK i,

be bore away for England ; where he found the country in
confusion preparing for war with Scotland, so that no farther ]
attention was paid to his proposed discoveries. = .
He went afterwards into Spain, where he was -taken into
the service of Ferdinand and Isabella, who furnished him with
ships at their expence, in which he went to.discover the coast
of Brazil, where he found a prodigiously large river, now
called the Rio de la Plata, or Silver River, up which he sailed
-above 120 leagues, finding every where a good ‘country, in-
habited by prodigious numbers of people, who flocked from
every quarter to view the ships with wonder and admiration.
Into this great river a prodigious nuniber of other rivers dis-

_charged their waters._Afterthish emade many other voyages; _
and waxing old, rested at home discharging the office of chief -
pilot, and leaving the prosecution.of discovery to many young

and active pilots of good experience.

SEcTIiON IIf.

Notice concerning Sebastian Cabot by Ramusio, in the Preface
T . 20 the third Volume of his Navigations'. o

In the latter part of this volume are contained certain re-
lations of Giovani de Varanzana of Florence, of a certain
celebrated French navigator, and of two voyages by Jacques
Cartier a Breton, who sailed to the land in 50° north lati-
tude, called New France;- it not being yet known whether
that land "join with the continent of Florida and New Spain,
or whether they are separated by the sea into distinct islands,
so as to allow of a passage by sea to Cathay and India. This
latter was the opinian of Sebastian Cabota, our countryman,
a man of rare knowledge and experience in navigation, wha'
wrote to me many years ago, that he had sailed along and
beyond this-land of New France in the employment of Henry

* VIL of England. He informed me that, having sailed a long

way to the north-west, beyond these lands, to the lat. of 672°
N. and finding the sea on the 11th of June entirely open and
without impediment, he fully expected to have passed on that

of a north-west passage ; but Sebastian must have gone far above 56° N.
to find the land trending eastwards: He was probably repelled by ice and

. cold weather.—E.

1 Hakluyt, II. 2s.
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way tp Cathay in the east; and would certainly have succeed-
ed, but was constrained by a mytiny of the master and mari-
ners to refurn homewards. "But it would appear thap the Al-
mighty still réserves this greaf enterprise of discovering the
route to Cathay by the north-west to some great priuce, which
were ﬂxe’qasiéat’ghd shortest passage by W%E'ch' to bring the
spiceries of India to Evrope. - Surely this enterprise would be
the miost glorious and most important -that can possibly be
imagined,” and would immortalize him who- succeeded in its
accomplishment far heyond any of those warlike exploits by
which the Christian" nations of Europe are perpetually hat

. Sggi;ox Iv.

Nbotice.respecting the voyage of Sebastian Cabot to the north-
T et from Peter Moriyr ab dngleria®.

THEsE “northern seas have been searched by Sebastian
Cabot, a- Venetian, who' was carried wlen very young to
England by his parents, who, after the manner of the Vene-

tians, left no part of the world unsearched to obtain riches.

—Having fitted "out” two ships in England at his own expence,
. with three hundred men, He first directed his course so near
the north pole, that on the 11th of July he found monstrous
heaps of ice swimming in the sea, and a continual day, so
that the land was free from ice, having been thawed by the
erpetual influence of the sun.” By reason ‘of this ice he was
compelled to turn southwards along the western land, till he
came into the latitude of the Straits of Gibraltar>. In the
course of this north-west voyage he got so far to the west as to

have #ie island of Cuba on his left hand, having reached to-

the same longtitude . While sailing along the coast of this
ST ' o h . great

1 Haklyut, IIL 29. quoting P. Martyr, Dec. I1I. Ch. vi. o
2 The Strzits of Gibraltar are in Iat. 36° N. which would bripg the
discovery of the eastern coast of North America by Cabot, all the way frem
67%° N. beyond Hudsons Bay, to Albemarle Sound on the coast of North
Carolina.—E. .
S The middle of the island of Cuba is'in long. 80° W. from Greenwich,
which would have carried Cabot into the interior of Hudsons Bay, to which
- there is no appearance of his having penetrated, in the slight notices remain-
g of his exploratory voyage.~E. :

e TR




e TR TR =

PP

WRRELIE ITN

"55.

nature.

RS

L C Englz'sﬁ Ve @dges of " PART 11 BOOK 1L

great land, which he called Baccelaos 4,-he found a similar
current of the sea towards the west ¥ as had been™-observed
by the Spaniards in their more southerly navigations, but
more softly and gently than had been experienced by the
Spaniards. .Hence it may be certainly conclnded that in both
places, though hitherto unknown, there must be certain great -
open spaces by which the waters thus continually pass from -
the east to the west ; which waters I suppoze to be continually
driven round the globe by the .constant motion and impulse

of the heavens, and notto be alternately swallowed and cast
up again by the breathing of Demogorgon, as some: have
imagined on purpose to explain the ebb and flow of ‘the-'sea.
Sebastian Cabot himself named these lands Baccalaos, be-
cause he found in the seas thereabout such multitudes of . cer-
tain large fishes like tunnies, called baccalaos by the natives,
that they sometimes stayed his ships. . He found also the
people of these regions clothed in the skins of beasts, yet not

~ _without the use of reason.” He says also that there are great

numbers of bears in those countries, which feed on fish, and
catch them by diving into the water ; and being thus satisfied
with abundance of fish, are not noisome to man. ‘He says
likewise that he saw large quantities of copper among the in-
habitants of these regions. Cabot is my dear and familiar
friend, whom I delight to have sometimes in my house. Be-’
ing called out of England by the Catholic king of Castille,
on the death of Henry VII. of England, he was made one of
the assistants of our council respecting the affairs of the new
found Indies, and waits in daily expectation of being furnish-
ed with ships in which to discover these hidden secrets of

- SEcTION

4 We have before seen that he named the country which he discovered,
the island of St John, and that he gave the name in this part of the
text, daccalaos, to the fish most abundant in those seas, which we name ced.

" 5 Ttis probable this applies to-the tide of flood setting into the Gulf of St
Lawrence or Hudsons Bay or both ; which led Cabot to expect a-passage
through the land to the west—L. e : '




AP, XL SECT. V. Discovery'to America.
SECTION"V‘

T estzmony of Francisco Lopez de Gomara, concernmg t]ze
dzscaverzes qf Se'bastzan Cabota 5o :

SEBASTIAN Cabota, who came oitt of Engl:md into Spam, :

* brought most certain information of the country and “people
of Baccalaos.  Having a great desire to traffic for spices, like

the Portuguese, he fitted out, two ships with 300 men,at the -

cost of enry VIL of England, and took the way towards-
Iceland from beyond the Cape of Labradore, until ‘he reached
the lat. of 58°Nv “and ‘better.” Even in ‘the month :of July,
the weather was so cold and the ‘ice in such quantities, that
he durst not proceed any farther. The days were so long as to
have hardly any night, and what little there was, was very

clear. Being unable to" proceed faither on account of the

cold, he turned south ; and- having refreshed at Baccalaos,

he sailed Southwards along thie coast to the 38°.of latitude > A

from whence he returned _mto England.

SecrioN VI )
: Note respecimg the discoveries qf Sebastian Cabot from tlz;
’ latter part of . Fabuzns G}zramcle ) .

" 'Inthe 15th y year of Henry VII. by means of John Ca‘bot,
Venetian, who was very expert in cosmographv and the con-
struction of sea-charts, that king cansed to man and victual
a ship at Bristol, to search for an island which Cabot said
he well knew to be rich and replenished with valuable.com-~
modities. In. which ship, manned -and victualled at the
kings expence, divers merchants of London adventured small
stocks of goods under the charge of the said ‘Venetian. Along
with that ship there went three or four small vessels from
Bristol, laden with slight and coarse goods, such as coarse
’ - cloth,

0 IC;;Iakluyt, 1Ml s6. quoting Gomam, Gen. Hist. of the W Indxes, Book
. Ch. iy.

2 By this account the progress of Cabot to the soutb along the eastern
coast of North America, reached no farther than coast of Maryland.—E.

1 Hakluyt, II1. 30. quoting from a MS. in possession of MrJohn S:ew
~whom he characterizes as a diligent collector of antiquities.
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cloth, caps, laces, points, and ot.her trifles. 'These vessels de-

from Bristol in the beginning of May ; but no tidings
of them had been received at the time of wrmng this portion
of the chtomde of Fabian.

In the i4th year of the km.Ig however, three men were
brought from~ the New-found-Island, who were clothed in
the of .heasts, did eat raw flesh, and spoke'a language
gvach no man could understand, the1r demeahour being more
like brute heasts than men. * They were kept by the kg for
some consxderab]e time ; and I saw two of them “about " twp

afterwards in the palace of Westminster, habited like

&hs‘hmen, and ‘Dot to dxstmgmshed from natives of Eng-

till T was told who they were ; but as for thelr speech I
axd not hear exther of them utter a word,

‘‘‘‘‘

, SECT!ON VII
Bmf notice of the” d;swoer;y qf Newfaundhnd Iy Mr Robers

'As some diseases are heredltary, so have I inherited an in-
clination of discovery from my father, who, with another
merchant of Bristol named Hugh Eliot, were the discoveries
of the Newfoundlands.- And, it the maripers had followed
the directions of their pilot; there can be no doubt that the
lands of the West Indies, whence all the gold cometh, had
now been ours; as it appears bg the chart thatallxs one

coast.
Sr:c'rmﬁ VIIL

Grant b‘y Emd VI ?fa Pemzon’ andt]le %391: Grand
' Pilot of England tg Sebastian Cabot™. =~ =~

. Enwarp the Sixth, by the Grace of God king of England
France, ‘and Ireland, to all believers i in Christ to whom these
, presents

1 Hakluyt, II. 31. quoting a book by Mr Robert Thome, addressed to
Doctor Lelgh
' iz, id. ib. Supposing Sebastian to have bee.n sixteen years of age
in 1495