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OUR PAPER.
^HE Boys Committee has under 

taken the publication of “ Our 
Boys ” for 1884, so that the friends 
may expect its visits regularly 

i each month.

3rd) “Our B->\s” 
were eütei taint d by 
the Boy’s C« m-

who may tl ink that 
it is diffici It to in
duce boy s to apply 
t eniselves, or to 
persevere nany one

evening to watch the interne applica
tion, and the quiet (Î; perseveiance 
manifested at the tea table. Every 
obstacle was speedily ovticome, and 
not till the last bun had disappeared,

The evening was one of enjoyment and 
of profit, and the committee felt amply 
rewarded for their trouble, in the evi 
dent satisfaction experienced by the 
“ Boys."

OUR LECTURE COURSE.
HE first lecture of “Our Boy’s 

Course" for 1884, will be de
livered on Friday, Feb. 15th. 
Due notice will be given to the 
“ Boys” as to name of lecturer 

and subject.

The BOYS of To-day, are the YOUNG MEN of To-morrow.
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Blessed are they that wait for Him.- Isa. xxx. 18.
• ■



Whoso harkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely —Prov. 1. 33

ONE’S AIM IN LIFE.

WHY seek ye to be great, boys ?
Seek rather to be good :

Be noble, kind, and brave, boys. 
Scorn the spirit of a slave, boys,

And fear not man, but God.
Ilate falsehood and deceit, boys,

They cannot bring but ill;
Keep a tender heart within, boys. 
And a conscience free from sin, boys, 

And a self.controlled will.
Bear with you into life, boys,

Through all the coming years. 
The innocence of youth, boys,
Its frankness and its truth, boys,

Its joys, and hopes, and fears.
At times it may be hard, boys,

To keep this rule of right;
But he who gave the word, boys. 
Your Saviour, and your Lord, boys, 

Will keep you in the tight.
Thus on your side shall be. boys, 

Almighty strength and love; 
Your life be bright and fair, boys, 
Your death without despair, boys, 

And after,—rest above.

m MY MOTHER.
'HO can be compared to a mo- 

therf The Bible gives the 
first place to a mot her’s jo> 

and to a mother’s grief ; and the Bn.le 
is as true in this as in everything. “I 
don’t see how any one can live without 
a mother 1” says a young daughter who. 
while lier.-elf à mother, has a daughter’s 
sense of dependence on her mother 
And life is always darker, and this 
world is always lonelier, when one's 
mother is dead. If your mother is still 
living, love her, and show your love for 
her, as for one you never saw the like 
of, and never will find equalled in her 
place.—11. C. Trumbull.

Honour thy father and thy 
mother.

GEM ALPHABETS.
HERE are two 
gem alphabets in 
common use, — 
one of transpar
ent stints, the 
other of opaque 
ones. The trails 
parent stones are: 
Amethyst, Beryl, 
Chrysoben l, Dia

mond, Emerald, Fluorspar, Garnet, 
Hyacinth, Idocrase, Kyanite, Lynx-sap- 
plure, Milk-opal, N itrolite, Opal, Pyrope, 
Quartz, Ruby, Sapphire, Topaz, Uranite, 
V. suviunite, Water-sapphire, Xunthite. 
Zircon.

The opaque series is —Agate. Bisalt, 
C icholong, Diaspora. Egyptian pebble, 
Fire blende, Qirasol, Heliotrope, Jasper, 
Krokidolite, Lapas-lazuli. Malachite, 
N- phlte, Onyx, Porphyry, Quartz agate, 
Rose quartz, Sardonyx, Turquoise, 
Ultramarine. Verd antique, Wood opal, 
Xy loti le, Zuilite.

Substitutes for many of these you 
can easi y find.

The Apostolic jewels are :—Andrew, 
a sapphire ; Bartholomew, a red car- 
nelian; James the great, a white chal
cedony ; James the less, a topaz ; John, 
an emerald ; Matthew, an amethyst; 
Matthias, a chrysolite; Peter, a jasper; 
Philip a sardonyx ; Simeon, a pink hya
cinth ; Thaddeus, a chrysoprase; Thom
as, a beryl—as emblematic of faith, 
martyrdom, purity,delicacy, gentleness, 
sobriety, truth, solidity, amiability, 
kindness, serenity, and cautiousness.

ALMANACS.
/W T this season of the year it is
HI customary for business firms,

Insurance and Railway Com- 
^Wj\ panics, to issue Calendars or 
V—/ Almanacs. It may interest 
“our” Boys to learn that Almanacs 
were first published in llfiO, by a man 
named Solomon Jarchi The first Eng
lish Almanac was published by Richard 
Pynson, in 1497 It was called the 
“ Shepeheards’ Kalendar.”

My God shall supply all your need —Phil- iv. 19
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To you is the word of this salvation sent—Acts. xiii. 26.

THE LEARNED BLACKSMITH.

ON the 11th 
of Decem
ber, 1811, 

'ÿ3 was born 
at New Britain, 
Con neeticut, 
Eliliu Burritt, 
whose subse
quent attain
ments won for 
liim the title of 
“ The Learned 
B lack smith.” 

^ _ | He was the son
^ of a shoema-

ker, who, 
though poor in 
this world’s 
goods, was rich 

t-N| Vk | 1 '! Il i : i j | toward God, as
jj ÆiçV I . young Burritt

rrh n__w< DîS i was raised in
the fear of 
God. During 
his boyhood he 

assisted his father, and was permitted 
to attend school four months of each 
year. Death removed his father when 
’Elihu was but 16 years old ; and as it 
then became necessary for him to stake 
out a path for himself, he determined 
to learn tne Blacksmith’s trade, and he 
served five years apprenticeship to the 
same. But from an early age he shewed 
a wonderful thirst for knowledge. He 
read everything upon which he could 
lay his hands. With the aid of funds 
he was enabled to gain access to many 
valuable works. When he had mas
tered his trade, he used to employ his 
winter in study, and in the spring he 
returned to his forge, and made up for 
lost time by labouring hard at the anvil 
for over fourteen hours a day. About 
the year 1834, when but 23 years old, he 
first heard of the American Antiquarian 
Society, at Worcester. He proceeded 
there at once, and was enabled tosecuie 
entry to the valuable library of the 
Society. He arranged to study three 
hours a day, and work at the anvil for 
his support at other times. In this

manner he pirsued the study of lan
guages, and before he left Worcester he 
was able to read Hebrew, Greek, Latin 

| Gaelic, English, Welsh, Irish, Celtic, 
1 French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 
German, Flemish, Saxon, Gothic, Ice
landic, Polish, Bohemian, Russian, 
Sclavonic. Armenian, Turkish, Chal- 
daic, Syriac, Samaritan, Arabic, Ethi
opie, Indian, S inscrit and Tamul.

We have in Elihu Burritt a remark
able instance of what may be accom
plished by perseverance. A forge, of 
all places in the world, would seem the 

j least favorable for the prosacution of 
such studies.

Boys, take a lesson from him. Don’t 
waste any time. Improve every mo- 

i ment, and while you may never master 
] as many languages, you will certainly 
! fit yourself for the better fulfilment of 
life’s duties. Above all, make God’s 
word and works your daily study.

GIANTS.

UlV'/utiA.
c-Mjl WISH that I had a ‘sword 

of sharpness’ and ‘ shoes 
of swfitness,’ and could go 

•yj'QerF about killing off big ugly 
K'ants like that Jack in my 
book. I like my giant-killer 

m book better than the stories of 
l good boys that get ill and die. 

I would like to live and do some
thing. The giants were horrid, putting 

i men and women in their dungeons, and 
devouring up children. Blunderbore 
and Cormoran were the worst. It is a 
good think that they were stupid and 
greedy, and ate too much, and went to 
sleep often. Jack was splendid ; so 
clever and never afraid, and everybody 
said,

‘ This is the valiant Cornishman,
That sle-v the giant Cormoran.’

But that was long ago, and there are 
no giants nowadays ”

Are there not, my boy Î Indeed there 
are; all, I suspect, that ever there were. 
There are a great many horrid, cruel 
giants that do sore mischief to men,

See that ya refuse not Him that speaketh.—Ueb. xii. 25.



The Lord giveth wisdom —Prov. ii. 6.

women, and children, and you will not 
require to travel to Wales or to Corn
wall to find them. They are euery where 
about. You may find and fight them, 
if you choose. If you do not conquer 
them, they will be sure to conquer you. 
I will tell you about one < >r two of them.

One is called Bad temper. When he 
gets hold of any boy he puts him under 
enchantment. He alters his face so that 
he would not know himself in thegla s, 
knits his brows, makes his eyes glare, 
changes his voice into a bear’s gruff 
growl, or a wolf’s howl, makes him feel 
like to strike every one, and break 
everything round about, turns all the 
wholesome bl od in his body into vine-

f;ar and gall, puts toad's venom on his 
ips, and tortures him until he feels him

self the most miserable little wretch 
existing.

7 hat is a very bad giant indeed, and 
a very hard one to Ret the better off. 
But you must by all means be sure to 
conquer him it you hope to have any 
happiness in this world.

Another is a wicked, two-faced giant 
called Falsehood The boy who, un
fortunately, falls into his power, loses 
immediately the proper use of his 
tongue. His tongue stammers and hesi
tates, and tells things all wrong, and 
upside down, and not as they really 
are. His description is blurred and 
twisted, like a bad photograph. No one 
can trust his story. His cheeks grow 
red and hot and uncomfortable, and he 
is in such a flutter of fear that he is 
afraid even of his own father and 
mother.

Then there is Disobedience. He is 
another of the giants you must strive 
against.

Then there is Selfishness. Fight 
against him.

I could tell you of some more—giants 
shall we call them again Î For instance, 
I saw a man the other day knocked 
about and abused by Giant Intemper
ance in a w ay to make you shudder. He 
tossed him from one side of the way to 
the other, bemired him. tore him, dis
figured him, and at last threw him be
fore the wheels of a car and ended him.

I know a giant called Mammon, who 
keeps a great many poor slaves, chained 
neck and heel, grubbing all their life 
long in his dirty mines, till, w'ith the con
stant glitter of gold and silver, the un
happy creatures lose the power of then 
eyesight for anythingehe in this world 

I hope that all your life you will be a 
brave fighter against ecery giant of 
wrong and evil, both for your own sake 
and everybody’s, and will help to make 
the world, and this part of it we live in, 
a safer and better, and happier place for 
us all. There is agreat deal to do. Some 
are doing the best they can. 1 hope you 
will do better than any, and some day 
people may say of you,

"This is the noble, valiant man,
That strives for goodness all he can."

(Selected.)

THE THREE P’S.
1ERE they are:—Purpose—Pluck 

.....î, — Perseverance. They are 
V * y winning letters. They make 

a boy’s spirit strong; for lack 
of them, many fail to accom

plish anything in life. Purpose sees 
something that ought to be done ; Pluck 
dares to undertake it; Perseverance 
sticks at it till it is accomplished.

REMEMBER
THAT A

BOY’S * 
^MEETING

IS HELD EVÉRY
FRIDAY EVENING,

at EIGHT o’clock.
In Parlour " B Shaftesbury Hall.

ALL BOYS WELCOME.
COME.

I would have you ...simple concerning evil—Rom. xvi. 19.


