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OPERATION OF THE NAVIGATION LAWS.

(No. 54.) = - No. 1 3
‘Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor-General the Right Hon. the Earl of
EvrciN aND KincarpINE to Earl GREY. ‘

‘ ‘ Government House, Montrea.l, May 12, 1848.
My Lorp, | (Leceived May 31, 1848.)
TrE Memorandum of my Executive Council-on the subject-of the Navi-
gation Laws, as affecting the trade of the St. Lawrence, which I have the honour
to enclose herewith, was this day placed in my hands. As the subject to which it

relates is of much importance, I transmit it without delay, ‘being fully assured

that the statements which it contains will receive your Lordship’s best consi-

deration. _

‘ : ‘ I have, &ec., :
| | ~ (Signed) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

The Right Hon. the Earl Grey, . S

&e. &e.  &e.

‘ ‘ “Enclosure in'No. 1. ‘
To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Earl of Evcin, Governor-General.of
o British North America, &e. &ec.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,, -

‘Tur Committee of: the Executive Council - feeling great anxiety on the subject of con=- .

- templated proposals for the amelioration of the Navigation' Laws, as applicable to this colony,

~and also respecting* the navigation' of the -St. Lawrence River, proposed to' be thrown open’

~ to American vessels, both which subjects have received ‘careful consideration of the Legislative
Assembly, and on which a great unanimity of opinion appears to prevail in this colony, are

desirous' of expressing: their views to your Excellency for the consideration of Her Majesty's

Government. o ‘ ; ‘

~So long'as it was'a part of the policy of the empire to-give.a preference to colonial products
“in the markets of the UnitedKingdom, the monopoly of the carrying-trade was with great
cousistency and justice given to British shipping. The advantage to the colonists in the

British market, afforded by means of protecting duties, generally enabled them to overlook

the disadvantage ofuhaving the markets of- the United-States closed to them by duties levied
in that country in favour of native productions; of having all competition in: the import and
export. carrying-trade excluded from their ports; of being forced to employ British ships,
making a voyage from England without freight, in carrying the heavy exports of the country
to market, the voyage to England, necessarily bearing the expense of the voyage to Canada;
‘while foreign vessels which might. have resorted to the ports of Canada, were excluded from
taking the products of: the country to the British market, and consequently had only. the profits
of one voyage to. pay the expenses of. two. The advantage and.disadvantage of this system
- of protection -and monopoly-«alternated- according to circumstances, but. on- the whole, . the
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Enel. in No. 1.

colony, while. her products.were. protected . in the:British .market, did not:complain of the
monopoly in favour of British shipping, which-seemed to- be an-essential point in:the policy of

the trade of the empire.

+The country of Canada.at all times laboured. under a diSadvanthge, as compafédwith the

more southern portions of America, in having her ports closed by: the ice duringa considerable
part of the year. * The shipping ports are-also at a.great. distance from' the open sea, and the -
navigation;after entering the Gulf of St.! Lawrence, was liable to.be tedious,, and at.the-early .
and late periods of the season.dangerous.  Freights and insurances were thereby enhanced, and-

it-wasuot always that- the-high protecting duties.of the' British Corn: Laws; placed. Canadians |

on as favourable a footing as their American néighbours.

. To counterbalance these :natural- disadvantages, the river ,iSt.i,Laxfrehch afforded a splendid
inland navigation from:the interiory superior- to that by the Mississippi, because of the climate
- through which the articles of . export: had:-to - pass, and-superior to: the long.and: comparatively

‘narrow-navigation of the Eric. Canal, .unavoidably tedious and expensive.:

The enterprize-and-energies-of- the- colony “have been for .a‘long:time. almost. exclusively. .

- ='This ‘Despatch has.been already.laid. before.the. House of. Commons; in answer 'to‘é,n_Address, dated >

1 June, 1845, qusiou‘al Papexts,'House‘ of Commons, No. 405, of 1848.
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- will send their whale produce by way of New York, as well as import. ail foreign articles of
* consumption by the same route, and thus, not only will the vast expenditure upon the internal

- American produce, the provision in the Corn Law which enabled American wheat and fAour

4 CORRESPONDENCE UPON THE

directed to the important objects of improving the internal navigation of the St. Lawrence from
Lake Erie to Quebec, so as to place it in a state of cheapness and efficiency which would
make that route to ‘a port of embarkation for a sea voyage advantageous beyoud all compa-
rison with the internal communications of the United States, and by that means to countey-
balanee the move difficult and expensive sea navigation. The Government and Legislature of
the colony have also endeavoured to make the navigation below Quebec safe and easy by
means of numerons lighthouses well and expensively kept up.  These efforts, though beyond -
the means and resources of a small and new community, have been successful. The Welland
Canal, between Lakes Erie and Outario, has been put in full operation, though net quite
completed, at an expense of nearly 1,500,600 The works on the St. Lawrence between
Kingston and Montreal; have likewise been opened, forming a series of magnificent canals, by
mexuns of which the rapids of the Great River are conquered at the expense of nearly 1,£00,000L,
and thus steam-boats and vessels of great burden are enabled to pass up and down the river
cheaply, safely, and vapidly,  Sixty-five thousand pounds have been expended in an endeavour
to deepen Take St Peter. between Montrcal and Quebec, for the purpose of enabling the
largest shipsito proceed to the former port; and thus by a series of undertakings which would
do Tonour to the enterprize and industry of a nation, it was hoped for the colony that she
would have been enabled, not merely fo rival, but to surpass the enterprising and active people
of the neighbouring States, and to create amongst her inhabitants a corresponding degree of
commercial greatuess aud prosperity.

This, in the view of the projectors of the public works in Canada, as well as in the opinion
of men of the best judgment in the northern states of America, was far {rom being a question
of merely theoretical rivalvy. Tt was always considered questionable whether the import and
export trade of Canada would iu itself make the tolls arising from the canals suflicient to
remunerate the publie treasury for the great expenditure. But while it was manifestly essen-
tial to the agricultural and mercantile prosperity of the country that the means of access to the
sea. should be improved, it was supposed that the superiority of the line of communication
would induce the passage of American trade down and up our canals so as make them remu-
nerative and profitable. ‘ o 1

This supposition has been realized in the case of the Welland Canal.  Since the opening
of that work, the Americans have been permitted the frec navigation of the canal through
the Canadian territory, and as that canal is a short communication between the two great
lakes, admitting “the passage of large vessels, and as it has the effect of substituting a -
hundred wiles of luke navigation in these vessels for boat navigation on the Erie canal,
the Wellaud is used extensively for the American trade, which instead of entering the
Awerican Erie canal at Buffalo, proceeds down Lake Ontario to Oswego, and there is trans-
ferred to the boat navigation of the Erie canal for transport to New York. Thus a large:
portion of the revenue from the Welland canal is paid by the American trade, arising from a
free navigation of a part of the internal waters of Canada, and thus the western portion of
Canada enjoys the inestimable benefit of a navigation supported to a great extent by foreign.
contineree, t ) ‘ o . ‘

The superiority of the Canadian over the American line:of communication may be ex-
enplified by the following rate of cost of transport from Cleveland in the State of Obio on
Lake Lrie to New York, takiug the cheapest line through the Canadian Welland Canal,

and the vate of transport to Montreal from the same port. on Lake Erie down the St.

Lawrence. ' >
‘ : o A N A
The rate to New York being on each barrel of flour, in ecurreney .. 4 6
To 'l\f(mh‘eal . . . - . . o ‘. 2 9
1.9

This difference being in favour of the Canadian inland navigation over the American. o
If the products of . the western country of the United States could be transported to the sea o
more cheaply through Canada than through the American territory, there can be no question. -
but'the Canadian route would be preferred, and the Canadian canals would engross the carry-
ing-trade of the north-western States of America. The possession of even a portion of this
irade would place this country in a state of financial prosperity. Co
ge of this perfect inland navigation is more than coun-

- But if, on the other hand, the advanta , ‘
terbalanced by the rate of freight from Quebec and Montreal, the people of Western Canada
having no protection in the English market, by using the Canadian line of communication,

navigation of Canada be wasted, and the debt incurred thereby become a hopeless burden, but
the trade of the commercial cities of Montreal and Quebec, which. was rapidly rising  into
importance, must be completely ruined. . b T e
~ While the province enjoyed protection in:the British market; this unhappy result could
not have arrived, because the protection was. generally sufficient to 'prevent. the owrers from:
divesting the Canadian produce  of its British character,"and it could not' become: ‘availabl
for the home market of America unless upon payment of heavy duty. Even with regard t

fo enjoy the same: protection as Canadian upon being exported through Canada, on payment:
of 3z sterling per quarter duty in the proviuce, was, at' most times, a sufficient inducemer
for many Americans to make shipments to Moutreal, as well as for Canadians to make
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purchases in the United States; but the protection being now removed, the question is one of
mere cheapness of trausport, and, taking the average of the last four years, the cheapness of
freights will be found very much in favour of New York over Montreal. The freight ona
barrel of flour from New York aud Montreal respectively to Liverpool in these years, may be
stated as follows :— g ‘ S

Montreal, New Yark.
S s d | s d
1844 . . . . . 4 6 1 8
185 . . . . . 4 S 2 0
1846 . . . . . 5 1% 2 6%
18417 e e e 6 0 2 0
Averﬁge .] 31 21

- Showing an aid?amage to New York of 3s. stérling per barrel, and if there be deducted

from this the advantage which Canada enjoys in internal navigation, amounting to Is. 6d.

sterling, there will still remain in favour of New York' ls. 6d. on cach barrel of flour,

quite sufficient to turn the whole export trade into that channel.

- As the United States now admit the transit of Canadian produce througﬁ their territory,

the only disadvantage it encounters at New York is the necessity which arises under the .

Imperial Act 8 and 9 Viet., c. 88, s. 4, which would seem to forbid its being imported into

England in foreign ships ; ‘but as freight in British from New York to England is no higher

than the freight in American ships, this rvestriction would seem to have no appreciable
influence on the question of transmission through Canada or the United States. =~

. The consequence of this state of circumstances is no longer a matter of apprehension ; its
- reality is severely felt in Montreal and the eastern portions of Canada. For some time. past
~ the import trade of Western Canada, which by meauns of proiecting duties in favour of

British ships and British goods, was forced to come by the St. Lawrence, has been changing

its direction, and Montreal, which supplied the whole western country, is being deserted
by the western merchants. The new Customs Law of the Province, while it equalizes duties,
and thus enables the consumer to purchase in the cheapest market, vastly increases the
evil to the former importing cities, and. a very large proportion of the export trade of Canada
has this year taken the direction of New York. Hence arises the present suffering, and a
feeling of serious apprehension for the future, lest the great public works of the St. Lawrence
should be unused and unprofitable, and the commercial connexion which existed for so
many years between Western and Eastern Canada should be altogether cut off.

The people of Canada are not inclined, by a system’ of protection, to force their own -

trade in any particular chanuel; following the example of the mother . country, they have

been compelled, in a great measure, to adopt the maxims of free trade, which have lately -

prevailed in England. As regards the carrying-trade of the North-western American
States, the Canadians can have no means of ‘obtaining its passage through their territory,
but by superior advantages in the way of cheapness of transit. They have done everything
for this purpose which great euterprize and expenditure could do. They have succeeded, so
far as their means could succeed, and they possess now a- line of communication more rapid

~ and more cheap from the interior to the sea-port, than any existing in the United States.
- The whole question then is confined to the comparative advantages of shipment from Quebec

or Montreal, or New York. = If these ports can be nearly equalized in respeet to freights to

England, Canada will have succeeded ; if the ‘disparity continues as it mow exists, all the = '

efforts of Canada will have been unavailing.,

It is represented that the high rate of freight between Montreal and the United Kingdom
is owing to the limited number of ships employed in the import trade of Canada.” In the .
spring and in the latter end ‘of 'the summer, the ships composing what are called the spring .

anq fall fleets-arrive; these are good ships, and so long as they are in port wantirg freight
 the rate is comparatively moderate; but in the interval, being the middle of ‘summer, when
most of the western produce artives for shipment, .an inferior. class'of ships only offer, which

* not only dcliver their cargoes in bad condition, but charge exorbitant freights, according to the
quantity of produce for shipment. The rate of freight is represented to have fluctuated in .

 Montreal in the same season, between, 8s. 6d. and 7s, Gd. per barrel; and'it is said - also,

that the higher rate, that is to say, from 6s. to 7s. 6d. per barrel, has beeu paid jn Montreal, -
-at the same time that freight has been offered to be borne by foreign ships at New York as low -

e
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“as.from ls. to 1s..6d. per barrel ; atithis time, an offer ‘of 1s. 6d. per barrel extia would @

have brought any number of ships round. from ‘the American sea-ports, but the Navigation -
- Laws interposed . to, the ruin' of the owners of ‘the ‘produce. " This fluctuation'and extrava- -

© gant rate of freight, and the employment of inferior vesséls, could ‘not: have “occurred  were the

Canadian merchant. able to look - for - ships: amongst. those in" the' American ports’ seeking .
- freight to' Europe ; the -latter-having’ made their"outward' profitable voyage could’afford-to'’
-, carry . Canadian_ produce ‘at -a: lower rate ‘than_ships ‘which came out:in"ballast, and there

- would be:no opportunity of exacting extortionateifreights {rom the shipper, who now is with-

""" During the temporay suspension of the Navigation Laws last ye

* Bremen, at the, port of-Montreal, loaded  with emigrants- intended  for’t

22 ships' a_rrzyed“f’frc;{x‘z"ﬂ"‘ ‘
he United States; who

" chose_the route” through Canada for its greater facility, and ‘cheapness. .- These ships were -

" enabled totake cargoes for ‘th

he! United Kingdom ;i and ‘were, the same_facilitiés continved, -
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‘that in the progress ‘of .any.measures proposed by* Her' Majesty’s ‘Government; opposition-will

‘trade is to conitinue to be drawn from Caradian waters to the canals and ports of ‘the’ United

“monopoly produced by law; and'if the supposed protection is only to operate'to the desertion
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there can be mo doubt but the great German emigration to the United States: would  be
directed through Canada. -The number of passengers from Bremen to New .York: last year
was 67,142 - 1200 ships employed in the same trade. were to come +to the Canadian ports, -
it is casy 1o see what an effeet their coming would have npon the rate of.{reights to-England.
"This is but one instance of many which might be expeected, were foreign vessels. permitted to

" resort to the Canadiun ports. .The ships are admirably adapted to the carriage of wheat

and fleur, and the competition produced by their presence would not only tend to equalize
the freights from Canada to those from the United States,  but the ships would deliver their
cargoes in good condition, and the shippers would avoid the damages occasioned by the use
of inferior vessels, which are thonght net to be over estimated at five per ceut. in the average
on shipments of produce from Canada. o . o
The American merchants of the West are no doubt auxious to avail themselves of the
facilities afforded by the River St. Lawrence. Were their*vessels permitted toicome down
to Montreal and Quebee, there to meet American or foreign ships to tuke their freight to
Europe or clsewhere, it 1s thonght ‘that a wmost extensive and profitable commerce through
Canada would’ immediately. follow. The Awmerican vessels now confined to the navigation
of the lakes and upper part -of the river, would then be enabled to come to-a port of
embarkation for sea, without transhipment of cargo. ' It is confidently anticipated that a great”
portion of the importations for the North-western portion of .the” United- States would' take
place through the same channel; and thus, instead of* the lower: ports of Canada being
deserted, they would at once assume the position, as commercial depdts,” to which their loca-
tion upon the great river outlet of Northern America seems to eatitle’ them. “The great .
works of the St. Lawrence, instead of being idle and unproductive, through the -means of
protective regulations which produce no benefit in any quarter, would then become’ a means
of enriching a country which the expense of their construction has now exhausted. -
Connected with this subject of the (ree navigation of the- 8t. Lawrence west of Quebec;
which the Americans are desirous to procure, is a correspouding desire' on the part of ‘the ..
Canadian farmers to avail ‘themselves of the ‘American home market, whenever it affords
superior prices . to those ‘deésived f{rom exportation to Europe. 'The price of wheat and flour
in the Eastern States intended for home consumption, is often much higher than the price in
Canada for cxportation 3 when this happeus to” be ‘the case, it would' be an immense advan-
tage to the Canadian agriculturist, could he -export' his  produce for consumption inthe
United States.  This, however, hie' is prevented rom!doing, by a protecting dutyof a,quarter -

- of a doflar a bushel upon wheat. Efforts have been made :in' the' United- States” to abolish.

this duty; but the advocates of its abolition have been ﬁgefeatéd by the cry for protection on . -
the part of American farmers, and met also by a difficulty as to'the < mest favouréd:nation 3
clause,” in treaties with foreign powers, which might make a telaxation in_favour-of Canada,

_require a like favour to all nations with whom such treaties existed. It is thought, that‘if
“the free navigation of the St. Lawrence were offered to 'the American’ Government, in return’
for the abolition of the protecting duty, the oue’ measure to be co-existent with the other,

the Amecrican Legislature, upon that consideration, would be induced to abolish the pro-
tective duty ; while the abolishment being a matter of reciprocal” treaty, all'difficulty arising -
from the arrangement asto ‘the ‘commercial *relations of .the’ United - States- with- foreign
countries might” be avoided. Thus,  two objects’ in which “Canada s "deeply “interested,
might be obtained at once, through the ‘interest which *Americans feel in‘one; and there is
reason to believe that this' is not a mere supposition, but that it’ has' been -the opinion of
leading men in the United States, who ‘are the advocates of free”trade principles, and who
think that popular objections’ to the admission of ‘Canadian'wheat. on''the same’ terms that
American wheat is admitted into England, ‘would be obviatéd by permitting to American
vessels the free navigation of the River St. Lawrence above Quebec. “The present advisers. of
your Excellency in the government of this colony, have in their places in the Provincial Par-
liament, and amongst their’ fellow-subjects generally, expressed the views above .set forth,
The Legislature has been almost unanimous in entertaining them ; and ‘the steps supposed =
to be in contemplation by* Her Majesty’s Government relating’ to-tride and navigation in -
Canada, are expected with great hope of important beneficial results by Her Majesty’s Cana-
dian subjects ; seeing that Her Majesty’s Government propose to introduce changes inthe
Jaw, which perhaps may be already considered and settled by Her Majesty’s Ministers, ‘it .
may be thonght unnecessary and superfluous for the present Exccutive' Council to make any

" furfher. representation. * The memorandum ‘drawn up' by the’ Inspector-General with*the .

approval of his colleagues, and transmitted’ by your* Excellency, has shown to Her Majesty’s
Government that the present’ Executive’ Council concur in’ the . ppinions "expressed by~ the .
Legistature; and this representation” is made ‘to.your Lxcéllency more-with ‘the view. of
obviating. any possible objections arising“from’ the ‘absence of such:a'document than™inthe..
notion that at'this time the measuresin progress can’for" the; present occasion” be -materiaily ~
modified by renewed importunity on‘the part of the colony. .1t is.not improbable, however,

be made by those who ‘think’ themselves interested in'preserving the remmant of; protection
afforded by the" Navigation Laws; and'it may be satisfactory to ‘thé Government-to-have:the
assurance that this protection is merely uomiual for any beneficial; purpose,: atid"to" know:that
to Canada ifs effects is’ found ‘already tobe 'practicdlly and extensively ‘mischievous. If ‘the

States, British’shipowners will -have to ‘compete: with foreigriers*in the ports of ‘that-country ;
if they can do'this successfilly 'there, ‘they can"do 50 in"the’ Canadian ports'; f not, "it:is
evident ‘that under 'present circumstances” the ‘trade’ of Canada : cannot. afford to maintain-a
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of the cities and sea-ports of this:country, without. serving -the interests of the slipowners of
England, it-is- hoped that the useless restrictions; s .irreconcilable ~with: the withdrawal: of
protective duties in favour of Canadian:produce, will be-at once-removed:'. ‘ S
. That a.great::portion of, the-exportable .produce: of “Western:Canada, probably by far the

greater part; is atsthis moment.on.jts way-to the ports of the. United.States ; that little is-
expected in:DMontreal;; that:the canals-constructed: on the St Lawrence.are almost. idle;

that: the importing ships coming to Montreal tlis season.arewithout. their usual full freights ;"

that : the principal importations-into.-Western Canada..are«now :through”the ‘United ‘States ;
that the trade of:the city of :Montreal.iis,-in consequence, rapidly decreasing, notwithstanding
a rapid increase in the: consumption-and :importation into..Canada: of the . articles formerly
imported altogether through :that -port ; and that :the:opening ofrthe -Canadian sea-ports to
the vessels of all nations, permitting-the ~produce-of the.colonyto: be-sent.to the United:

Kingdom.:insthese vessels without. distinction;: and -the- permitting the use:of the River St.

Lawrence above. Quebec to Americans, would probably not-only restoretrade. to. its -original.

channel, but.cause an increase in the commerce and revenues of Canada.beyond ‘former -

© precedent,—are facts which the Exccutive Council of Canada wish to present to the considera-

tion of Her Majesty’s Ministers, in the hope of strengthening their: hands in bringing about
the expected changes. The Committee of Council-beg to be understood as not recommending

to Her Majesty's Government, changes in the law relating to the.navigation of the River St.
Lawrence above Quebec; which would give “any right to foreigners to the use of ‘the waters of
Canada, but rather that Heér Majesty’s Government may obfain :from Parliament the power

of negociating from time. to time on the subject, and of making the use of the navigation a -

matter of treaty-and. regulation ; preserving the sovereignty of the territory and the power to

resume: its exclusive use “at the conclusion of any agreement, and the power of putting an end

to any agreement on-the subject,- upon convenient notice perfectly-unimpaired.; -

~ The Committee, in coming to..these conclusions on the. present .comparison -of .advantages

‘between the means of transit from-the interior- of this continent: to .Europe, have not thought

it necessary to prepare more elaborate statistical details. The average rates of transport and
_ freight have been furnished ‘by:Mr. William Bristow, a merchant of ‘this city, a gentleman of
great intelligence, - and ivell ‘acquainted with the subject:; his views ‘may-be said to represent

fairly those of ‘the mercantile ‘body of Canada generally: . The Committee have: endeavoured -
"in this Minute to: emboﬁgrvthe opinions -entertained: in. this; country, in which they concur, in-
ajesty’s Government only desire to know what is for the benefit of

" the confidence thar Her
the colony, as a sufficient. ground for uny reasonable concession which niay be claimed by
‘Her Majesty’s-subjects here; a confidence which it is" their dutiful endeavour to preserve as.
widely prevailing throughout America as Her Majesty’s dominion -happily extends. -~ = -

Your Excellency will perceive, that in mentioning the export trade of -Canada, the Com-

- mittee have not included the timber exporfatiun, as that trade, though extensive, is peither

“ materially affected, nor does it materially influence the commerce thought- to depend upon
the proposed ameliorations ; under any circumstances, the Committee suppose the great export
of timber from Quebec wi)l probably be carried on in British ships specially employed in that

Jos
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branch of trade. In the way of furnishing ships, which would produce competition in freights S

outward from Canada, the timber trade has hitherto only provided. upon emergency vessels
ot employed in the import trade, and not fit for any export but that of timber, and this often
at exorbitant rates, consequent upon change of purpose in-théir voyages, these voyages being,
. from the character of ‘the ships, in almost all cases single; -thatis to-say, the vessels coming
. out in-ballast;, and: bearing the whole expense of the outward voyage upon the freight to the
~ ports in the United Kingdom which- these ships are intended to supp,iywithj Canadian timber. -
o S  (Signed) -J, Lesug, P.C.

~ MEMORANDUM. -

Tux Inspector-General respectfully submits to the Governor-General, that it is advisable

that his Excellency should communicate .with. Her Majesty’s’ Government. on the subject of =

reciprocal {ree trade between Canada and the United States. of* America. - The Imperial Par-
Yiament has adopted the pririciple of free trade in corn and other products of the soil ; the effect .

of this policy will be, that' in future :the ‘manufacturing districts in _the Eastern States of the

" American Union.will ‘frequently be the beést: market for. the agricultural products ‘of ' Canada.. -

Tt cannot, be desired by any-friend to British connexion; that the Canadian people should find =

themselves excluded Srom the bast market for-their prodicts by the operationof .high'if ‘not.
~ prohibitory duties. . There is-good reasonto bélieve that ‘scme  influential-‘Awmerican: states-

" 'men are strongly-in favour of admitting the products of the Canadian soil free of duty, provided

 the: Proviricial Legislature'is prepared. to admit the prodiicts of-the: United States on the same .

- terms.++ Ii-Canada, ipublié opinion is decidedly in-favour. of the ddoption of Such‘a’policy,. but

~ as no-diplomatic: réldtions-exist’ between:the two:countriesy: it is: necessary-thiat -the negotiations
- for:carrying-it-into effect should ‘be-‘conddeted by Her Majesty’s Imperidl Government.. "As
o injury can be inflicted: on British>interests by ‘such-anarrange , ]

' Her:Majesty’s*Government will endeavour <to-carry ‘out.*thie wishes .of "the: entire’ Canadian
‘population;-and'as-anequally strong-opinion’ is’entertained, that - for the :interests of ‘Canada, :

rrangemént; it" may be hoped that - .

- -and'wilh'a'view-of preserving the trade'by the St Lawrence; it is necessary.that.the navigation’ . .

" of that river should. be thrown open_to all ‘nations’s and“as such’'a; policy would bé: not less -
“that ‘a most..
The -basis:of

' ‘advantageous=to’ the -Uliited iStates ‘thanto Canada,’
. ‘advantageous:commercial *treaty could-‘be

RIS

vada,’it -seenis - highly probable
"eﬁf&f‘fdtibé "e’ep*t!j twocountries.
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<uch a treaty should be the free nmmratmn of the St. Lawrence, and the remprocal free admis-
sion of all articles of food into Canada and the United States. The importance of giving
immediate attention to this subject cannot be over-estimated. The Canadian Legislature
confidently expects that the Administration will be able to show, at the next session, that no
exertions have been spared on their part to effect an object so much desired by the people.

Should Her Majesty’s Government see fit to empower the Minister at Washington to open
negociations with a view of giving effect to the measures herein recommended, it is most
respectfullv suggested, that the Minister might be empowered to communicate freely with the
Governor-General of Canada on the subject, Cwhich i is the more Tecessary, as the counsent of the
Canadian Parliament to any measures determined on would be required.

The Inspector-General would respectfully state, in conclusion, that great dissatisfaction will
be felt in Canada, unless the Administration is prepared to show, at " the next session of the
Provincial Parl.ament, that it has used its best endeavours to obtain the concurrence of the
Imperial Government and of the United States, to measures which are unwersally desired
by the Canadian people.

(No. 71.) | No. 2.
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor-General the Right Hon. the Earl of
LLGI\' AND KiINCARDINE to Earl GREY
My Lorp, | . Montreal, May 31, 1848.
: (RBeceived June 22, 1848.)

I uave the honour to transmit ‘mremth a Memorial from the Board of
Trade to the Queen, on the subject of the Navigation Laws, for the purpose of

~ being laid at the foot of the Throne; and similar Memorials addressed to the

two Houses of the Imperial Parhament, which I request your Lordship will

- take the necessary steps to have presented. I also enclose a copy of the letter

Mas 29,

Eoel. in No. 2.

To thc Right Hon. Earl Grey,

from the Sccretary of the Board of Trade, requesting me to forward these - f
\Iemouals, and of the reply which T directed to be made thereto. o
, " X have, &c,

(Swned) - ELGIN AND KINCARDINE

0

&c. ke &e.

Enunclosure in No. 2.
' ' Office of the Board of Trade,

Str, . . Montreal, May 29, 1848.

HHumbLy sm:m TH,

I uave the honour to enclose you 1 Memorials from the Montreal Board of Trade 1o
the three Branches of the Imperial Legislature on the subject of the Navigation Laws; and I
am to request you will be so good as to submit them 1o his Excellency the Gor. emor-General ‘
with the prayer of the Bourd, that he will be pleased to forward the same by vext packet to the
Colonial Secretary, for presentation to Her I\Iajesty the Queen, and the two Houses of Pat-‘ '

lmmem
S | ha\ ¢, &e.,

The Hon. R. B. Sullian, .~ (Siged)  F. A Wrissox, Secretary

Provincial Secretary.

To Her Most Gracious M AsESTY THE )QUEES.“ ‘
The Memorial of the Moutreal Board of Trade, - '

Tear the British N auuatmn Laws, and the laws aﬁ'ectmo' the nav watlon of the St

Lawrence, are, under the svstem of free trade adopted by the Impenal GO\ ernmwt felt to be Co

peculiarly burdensome and detrimental to the interests of this colony.. P
‘That, during the continuance of the former colonial system,” when ‘the products of Canada,
were largely protected in the markets of Great Britain, the privileges conceded by the N a.vxca~ .

- tion Laws to the shipping interest were. not made a subject of complaint by the colonists;

- now that the Imperial Govemment seem to regard the former: colonial syster as detnmental |

10 the general interests of the empire, :and ‘1o _have resolved on a course of commercial policy .

Sw hu-eb) a very small measure of protection is Teft 1o the colony, justice would seem to reqmre "

the former fostering commercial policy of Enoland

' Jeopardue the trade of the St. Lawxence, and render 1t very oubtful v.hether that rwer mll- i

that the restrictions imposed by these laws should at once be removed, -, - W
That the general effect of these laws has undoubtedly been to enhance the cost of frelght on
the imports and exports of Canada, to fetter the inter-colonial and foreign trade, and to vestrain
the traffic ou the St. Lawrence, disadvantages,. however, “hxch were fully compensated underf

"That, in consequence of the change in that “policy, the lon er duratxon of these laws mll

v
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continue to be the great highway for the commerce of Canada; and, should this apprehension
be realized, it is manifest to your memorialists that a commercial umion of the most intimate
character will be produced between the United States and this colony, the inevitable result of
which would be to dissolve the ties which conaect her with the mother country, a consummation
your memorialists would deeply deplore. o o ‘

That the apprehension of the diversion of the trade from the St. Lawrence is not based on
vague and unsubstantial grounds will abundantly appear from the following considerations :—
For a considerable time past New York has gradually beeu -attracting . Canadian commerce.
The favourable position of that city as a shipping port, and the comparatively low rates of
freight and insurance which there prevail on shipments to England, give her a great advantage
over the ports of the St. Lawrence; and should the bill now before Congress become law,

. which prqvides for the repeal of the duties on Canadian produce, it can hardly be doubted,
that unless the most decisive measures be - taken to render the St. Lawrence route the cheaper
and the more desirable of the two, the great bulk of the exports of Canada will find their way,
23 Oswego and Buffalo, to New York for shipment to Great Britain. On the other hand,
the removal of the Canadian differential duties, or, in other, words, the equalization of duties
on goods, whether imported by sea or across the frontier, from the]United States, conse-

uent on the change in the commercial policy of England, has had the effect of driving the -
anadian merchant to New York for his purchases of eommodities, instead of to Montreal,
whither it has been his practice heretofore to resort, this effect being accelerated and increased

- by the judicious legislation of the American Congress, which is leaving no stone unturned to
attract and secure so rich a prize as the commerce of Canada. - o
- That, on these and other grounds, your memorialists have no hesitation in expressing it as

their decided conviction, that unless the protective system be again resorted to, or some other

remedial measures be devised, New York must. inevitably become the great. emporium for

Canadian business, and, as an inevitable consequence, that the traffic of the St. Lawrence will

be to a great extent destroyed. o o o o o

That amongst the most prominent of these remedial measures would appear to your memo-
rialists to be the throwing open the St. Lawrence to the flags of all nations, and the repealing

of those sections of the British Navigation Act which apply to the British possessions. =~ - - .

That a salutary competition would be thereby insured on its waters; sea-going freights
would be reduced to the level of such freights at New York, making allowance for the difference
of cost of the voyage; the expense of inland navigation would be cheapened,. and the citizens
of the United States would be induced to make the St. Lawrence the outlet for their produce, -
thereby conferring on Canada the benefit of a transit trade of great and growing importance, -

» That in the present position of affairs in this colony, the repeal of the Navigation Laws, so

~ far as they affect Canada, could scarcely prove an injury to the British ship-owner; for, if the

result of these laws be to concentrate the import and export trade of Canada in New York

(and that this will be the result your memorialists. do not entertain the slightest doubt), it is .

obvious the question simply amounts to this—Will the British shipowner allow the foreigner to

compete with him in the St. Lawrence, or will he compel himself to compete with the foreigner

in the ports of the United States? . . . R o
" That in the opinion of your memorialists, the objectiou which has been urged against. the

repeal of the laws in question, on political grounds,is not entitled to greater weight. - Nothing -

will so soon predispose the people of Canada to {sympathise with their American neighbours,
as that identity of interests which the present .intimate trading relations springing up betwixt"
 the two countries are so fitting to promote ; and'‘nothing, on the contrary, will contribute ‘so.

‘much to maintain the Joyalty and attachment of the people to the Parent State, as the preser-

vation of their old chanrels of commerce, and direct iutercourse with her markets by the waters.

of the St. Lawrence. - * - o T T

That the grounds, therefore, on which your memorialists more particularly rest the prayer of

this memorial, are as follows se . .~ -+ . i o e
1stly. That as Canada now enjoys but a remnant of protection in England, she should be '
- released from any restrictions for the benefit of the. British shipowner... -~ - . .. .+
2ndly. That without the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, and a repeal of the Navigation
- Laws, so far as the British colonies are concerned, there is reason to apprehend that- New.
- York will become the great emporium of the trade of Canada, andthat thus, a community of

interests, commercial-and political, will be created with-the United States. "

3rdly.. That in such'an event therepeal of those laws cannot materially injure the Bfitish -

7 ok
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. shipowner, the question simply being, whether competition for the trade shall take placein the’ -

harbours of the United: States; oriin the river St; Lawrence..~ " i -

- Lastly.. That the repeal.of these laws: will have the tendency toperpeiﬁéfé andnot to destroy | o

 the relations that exist betwixt Canada and the mother country. "

Wherefore your Memorialists humbly pray Your Majesty will be

‘ gra.clously ple;'a"séaiié‘faké )

the subject into Your, Majesty’s serious_consideration; -and to-grant such reliefin the premises .

[N -

as in your wisdom- may seem meet. - i sG L Tier b

- And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. .-
T S e et T havey 8y

sy o PeTER MeGro,

+ President of the Montreal Board of Tra

Frederick A::Wﬁlsdh,;Secretary, R ‘rade.
¢ -Montreal, May 26, 1848, - ... . S
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. great extent destroyed. ‘

. conferring on Canada the benefit of a transit trade of great and growing importance, *

tion of their old channels of commerce, and direct intercourse with'her markets by:the:waters .~
. of the St. Lawrence. .~ . ‘ ‘ oo ‘

‘memorial are as follows :—
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To the Honourable the Kniauts, CiTizexs, and Burcesses of GREAT BRITAIN and JRELAND,
in Parliament assembled : ‘ -

The Memorial of the Montreal Board of Trade.
HuMmBLY SHEWETH, ‘ o ‘

TuaAr the British Navigation Laws, and the laws affecting the navigation of the St. Law-
rence are, under the system of free trade adopted by the Imperial Government, felt to.be
peculiarly burdensome and detrimental to the interests of this colony, ‘

That during, the continuance of the former colonial system, when the products of Canada
were largely protected in the markets of Great Britain, the privileges conceded by the Navi-
gation Laws to the shipping interest werc not made a subject of complaint by-the colonists, but
now that the Imperial Government seem to regard the former colonial system as detrimental to
the general interests of the empire, and to have resolved on a course of commercial policy
whereby a very small measure of protection is left to the colony, justice would seem to require
that the restrictions imposed by those laws should at once be removed.

That the general effect of those laws has undoubtedly beeu to enhance the cost of freight on
the imports and exports of Canada, to fetter the inter-colonial and foreign trade, and to restrain
the traffic on the St. Lawrence, disadvantages, however, which were fully compensated under
the former fostering commercial policy of England. ‘ | :

- That in consequence of the change in that policy, the longer duration of these laws will
jeopardize the trade of the St. Lawrence, and render it very doubtful whether that river will
continue to be the great highway for the commerce of Canada ; and should this apprehension
be realized, it is manifest to your memorialists that a commercial union of a most intimate
character will be produced between the United States and this colony, the inevitabie result of
which would be to dissolve the ties which connect her with the mother country, a consummation
your memiorialists would deeply deplore, _ ~ D

That this apprehension of the diversion of the trade from the St. Lawrence is not based on
vague and uasubstantial grounds, will abundantly appear from the following considerations.
For a cousiderable time past New York has gradually been attracting Canadian commerce.
‘The favourable position of that city as a shipping port, and the comparatively low freights and
rates of insurance which there prevail on shipments to England, give her a great advantage
over the ports of the St. Lawrence; and should the Bill now before Congress become law
which provides for the repeal of the duties on Canadian produce, it can hardly be doubted, that
unless the most decisive measures are taken to render the St. Lawrence route the cheaper, and
more desirable of the two, the great bulk of the exports of Canada will find their way vid
Oswego and Buffalo to New York, for shipment to England. On the other hand, the removal
of the Canadian differential duties, or in other words, the equalization of duties on goods whether-
imported by sea or across the frouticr, from the United States, consequent upon the change in-
the commercial policy of Great Britain, has had the effect of driving the Canadian merchant to-
New York for his purchases of commodities instead of to Montreal, whither it has been his-
practice lieretofore to resort, this effect being accelerated and increased by the judicious legis:
lation of the American Congress, which is leaving no stone unturned to attract and secure.so
rich a prize as the commerce of Canada. ‘ o ‘ :

That on these and other grounds your memorialists have no hesitation in expressing it-as

 their decided conviction that unless the protective. system. be again resorted to, or some other:.

remedial measures be devised, New York must inevitably become the great emporium for
Canadian busiuess, and as a certain consequence that the traffic of the St. Lawrence will be to a

That amongst the most prominent of these remedial measures would appear to your memo-

- rialists to be the throwing open the St. Lawrence to the flags of all nations, and the repealing

of those sections of the British Navigation Act which apply to the British possessions. . - =~
That a salutary competition would be thereby insured on its waters, sea:going freights-would .
be reduced to the level of such freights at New York, making allowance for the difference of

‘cost of the voyage, the expense of inland navigation would be cheapened, and the citizens of the .

United States would be induced to make the St. Lawrence the outlet for their produce, thereby:

That in the present position of affairs in this colony, the repeal of the navigation laws so far

as they affect-this colony, could scarcely prove injuriousto the British ship-owner; for, if.the -
 result of these.laws be to concentrate the import-and export trade of-Canada: in ' New: York; =
. (and that this will be the result your memorialists-do not entertain the. slightest:doubt;) it is'’ |

obvious the' guestion simply amounts to this—Will the British: ship-owner allow the foreigner :

' to compete with him' in’ the St..Lawrence; or will :he compel- himself to; compete ‘with'the "
- foreigner in the ports of the United States?. . O ST AR T

That .in the opinion-of your memorialists the . objection which: has: been:rurged: against-the’. .
repeal of the laws in question on political grounds, is not entitled to greater: weight.:~ Nothing: "
will so soon predispose the people of Canada to sympathize with their: American. neighbours,
as that ideatity of interests which the present intimate trading relations springing up betwixt -
the two countries are so fitting.to promote ;. and nothing on” the contrary will contribute'so "'
much to maintain the loyalty and attachment of the people to the parent state-as the preserva<

That the grounds therefore on ‘whicllybulj :memori‘a.lists“‘pafticulérly rest the prayéf of ‘Vthié
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1stly, Thatas Canada now enjoys but a remnant of protection in England, she should be
released from any restrictions for the benefit of the British shlp-owner

2ndly, That without the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, and a repeal of the navwauon
laws, so far as the British colonies are concerned, there is reason to apprehend that- New York
will become the great emporium of the trade of Canada, and that thusa unny of interests,
commercial and political, will be created with the United States. .

3rdly, That in such an event, the repeal of those laws cannot matenally mJure the Briiish
ship-owner; the question simply being whether the competition for the trade shall take place
in the harbours of the United States or in the river St. Lawrence.

 Lastly, that the repeal of these laws will have a tendency to perpetuate. and not to destroy
the relations that exist betwixt Canada and the mother country.

‘Wherefore your memorialists humbly pray, that your Honourable House wnll be pleased to
take the subject into your favourable consxderauon, and to grant such relief in the premlses as

" in your wisdom may seem meet. ‘
- And your memorlahsts as in duty bound will ever pray

PeTER MchLL, Pre51de11t of the Montreal Board of Trade.

| Frederick A. Vhllson, Secretary,
Montreal, 26th May 1848.

To the Honourable The Lorps SPIRITUAL and TEMPORAL of Gnmr BRITAIN and IRELAND,

in Parliament assembled.

The Memonal of the Montreal Board of Trade,

HumbLy SHEWETH, ‘
Tuar the British Navxgatxon Laws, and the laws aﬁ'ectmg the na\ngatlon of the St.

Lawrence are, under the system of free trade adopted by the Imperial Government felt to be

peculiarly burdensome and detrimental to the interests of this Colony.
That during the continuance of the former. colonial system, when the products of Canada

were largely protected in the markets of Great Britain, the privileges conceded by the naviga- -

“tion laws to the shipping interest were not made a subject of compla.mt by the colonists, but
-mow that the Imperial Government seem to regard the former colonial system as detrimental to
.the general interests of the empire, and to. have resolved on a course of commercial policy
whereby a very small measure of protection is left to the colony, justice would seem to require
‘that the restrictions imposed by these laws should at once be removed.

That the general effect of these laws has undoubtedly been to enhance the cost of freight on
the imports and esports of Canada; to fetter the intercolonial and foreign trade; and  to

restrain the traffic on the St. Lawrence—disadvantages, however, which were fully compensated‘

under the former fostering commercial policy of England.

That in consequence of the change in that policy the longer duratxon of these laws will
Jjeopardize the trade of the St. Lawrence, and render it very doubtful whether that river will
continue to be the great highway for the commerce of Canada; and, should this apprehension
be realized, it is manifest to your memorialists that a commercial union of a most intimate

- character will be produced between the United States and this: colony, the inevitable result of
which would be to dissolve the ties which connect her with the mother country, a consumma-
tion your memorialists would deeply deplore. = .

That this apprehension of the diversion.of the trade from the bt Lawrence is not based on
vague and unsubstantial grounds will abundantly appear from the . following considerations :—
For a considerable time past New York has been gradually attracting Canadian commerce.
‘The favourable. position of that city as a shipping port, and the comparatively low rates of
freights and insurance which there prevail on slnpments to England, give her a great advantage
over the ports of the St. Lawrence ; and should the Bill now bel'ore ConO'ress become law,’ wlnch
provides for the repeal of the duties on Canadian produce, it can hardly be doubted that unless

- the most decisive measures be taken to render the St. Lawrence route the cheaper and more

_desirable of the two, the ireat ‘bulk of the exports of- Canada will find. their way »id Oswego .
r

and Buffalo, to New York, for. shipment to Great Britain; on the other, hand, the removal “of

the Canadian differential duties, or, in other words, the equahzatlon of duties on goods, whether-

imported by sea, or across-the frontier from the United States; consequent on'the change in

.the commercial policy of England, has had the effect of driving the Canadian merchant to New . |
York for his purchases of commodities, instead of to Montreal, whither it has been his practice
~ heretofore to resort;. this effect being accelerated and increased by the judicious" legislation of

-the American Congress, which is leavmg no. stone unturned to atract and secure so rxch a
‘pnze as the commerce of Canada., | ... -

.That on' these, and : other. 0rounds your memorlallsts have no hesrtat:on in e\pressmg 1t as .

&
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.thelr decided -conviction that: unless the protective system be again resorted to, or some other

"remedial measures be devxsed New York must mevxtably become the: great, emporxum of Cana- ‘

. dian business, and, as a certain consequence that the traﬁ]c of the St Lawrence wnll be, to a
great extent, destroyed ‘

-That amongst the mostpromlnent of these remedral measures’ would: appear to vour memo-
,nahsts to be,. the throwing open the St. Lawrence to the flags of all nations, and the repealmcr L

of those sections of the Brmsh Navxgatlon Act which apply to the British possessxons. o
That-a salutary competition - would. be- thereby-insured . on its  waters ; sea-going. frexghts

‘u ould be reduced to the level of such frewhts at New York makmc allowance for. the’ drﬁer- :

D
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" ence of cost in the voyage; the expense of inland navigation would be cheapened, and the

citizens of the United States would be induced to make the St. Lawrence the outlet for their
produce, thereby conferring on Canada the benefit of a transit trade of great and growing
importance. : : ‘ » S
That in the present position of affairs in this colony, the repeal of the Navigation Laws, so
far as they affect Canada, could scarcely prove injurious to the British shipowner; for if the
result of these laws be to concentrate the imports and exports of Canada in New York (and
that this will be the result your memorialists do not entertain the slightest doubt), it is obvious
the question simply amounts to this,—Will the British shipowner allow the foreigner to com-
pete with him in the St. Lawrence, or will he compel himself to compete with the foreigner in
the ports of the United States. . ‘ ‘ o
That in the opinion of your memorialists, the objection which has been urged against the
repeal of the laws in question on political grounds, is not entitled to greater weight. Nothing
will so soon predispose the people of Canada to sympathise with their American neighbours.
as that identity of interests which the present intimate trading relations’ springing up betwixt
the two countries are so fitting to promote; and nothing on the contrary will contribute to
maintain the loyalty and attachment of the people to the Parent State, as the preservation of
their old channels of commerce, and direct intercourse with her markets by the waters of the
St. Lawrence. . ‘ o
That the grounds, therefore, on which your memorialists more particularly rest the prayer
of their memorial are as follow :— - S ‘
Istly. That as Canada now enjoys but a remnant of protection in England, she should be
released from any restrictions for the benefit of the British shipowner. ‘ : :
2ndly. That without the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, and a repeal of the British
Navigation Laws so far as the British Colonies arc concerned, there is' reason to apprehend
that New York will become the great emporium of the trade of Canada, and that thus a unity
of interests, commercial and political, will be created with the United States. -
3rdly. That in such an event, the repeal of those laws cannot mat erially injure the British
shipowner, the question simply being, whether competition for the trade shall take place in the

-harbours of the United States or in the River St. Lawrence. ‘ ‘

Lastly. That the repeal of these laws will have the tendency to perpetuate, and not to -
destroy, the relations that exist betwixt Canada and the mother country. : ‘
Wherefore your memorialists humbly pray that your Honourable House will be pleased to
take the subject into your serious consideration, and to grant such relief in the premises'as in

your wisdom may seem meet. RN . ‘ S
‘And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

S - Perer McGiLi, ‘
L b ‘ President of the Montreal Board of Trade. -

Frederick A. Willson, Secretary, Montreal, L ‘ oo
‘ 26th May, 1848. :

o e———

Sir, o Secretary’s Office, Montreal, 29th May, 1848,

I HAvE the hononr to acknowledge the teceipt of your letter of this day, enclosing
memorials from the Board of Trade of Montreal, addressed to Her Most Gracious Majesty
the Queen, and the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament respectively, on the subject of the
Navigation Laws and of the free navigation of the River St. Lawrence, which, on the part of -
the Board of Trade, you request may be transmitted to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for'
the Colonies, to be laid before Her Majesty and Lords and Commons of the United Kingdom.

Immediately on the receipt of your communication, I had the honour to lay the same, with

its enclosures, before the Governor-General, and I am commanded to inform you, that the me- =

morials of the Board shall be forthwith forwarded to her Majesty’s Colonial Secretary. ~ * .
1 am further commanded to state, for the information of the Board of Trade, that the subject

of these memorials has for some time engaged the attention of his Excellency; and that his -

Excellency has communicated the views of this Government to Her Majesty’s Colonial Secre- |
tary. 'The opinions expressed in these communications, as to the expediency of relieving. this °

country from any restrictions imposed upon its commerce, are strengthened by the representa- -
~ tions of the Board of Trade; and his Excellency entertains strong hopes that the liberal and -~

generous policy of the Imperial Government towards this colony will be further exemplified'in =

‘the measures which his Excellency believes are under consideration in England. -

His Excellency commands me to say, that feeling: very strongly that he has not used. mere

“words of form or compliment, in attributing liberality and generosity to the policy of the em- .
pire towards this province, he observes with regret an expression in the memorials' which the .-
Board of Trade has requested him to forward, to the effect, that should the River St. Lawrence "
not continue to be the great highway for the commerce of Canada, a commercial union of the:
most intimate character will be produced between the United States of America and this colony, =
the inevitable result of which would be to dissolve the ties which connect the latter with-the '

~mother couniry, N o o B T

That this expression should be used at a time when the only femaining protection-existing‘ m o

England is afforded to Canadian trade, and after so many demonstrations of the disinterested ,
desire, on the part of the Imperial Government, to make the connexion of Canada with the .~
-empire beneficial to the colony, is a ground of surprise and disappointment to his Excellency.
- If the observations of the Board were correct, there could have been no necessity for making it
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a prominent argument with a Goverament only desirous to benefit the province by the con-
nexion which is apparently threatened ; and, if it be not correct to assert that the allegiance and
attachment of Her Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects of Canada depends upon the successful -
competition of one route of commerce with another, it is peculiarly unfortunate that, in for-
- warding to the Imperial Government memorials, recommending measures in which his Excel-
- lency takes at least as lively an interest as the memorialists, he should be forced, in justice to
the Canadian subjects of Her Majesty, to express his dissent from a proposition contained in
the Memorials, in which he cannot believe the people of Canada could, under any circumstances,
be induced to concur. ‘ ‘ o o . ‘
. : ‘ o o ... I have, &e., K C
F. A Willsogg,:?.sq., .Secsietary Mog:real Board of Trade, - (Signed) © R.B. SuLuivan.

No3

Copy of s DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Right Hon. the Earl of Erciv

| AND KINCARDINE. |

My Lorp, ‘ o o Downing-street, July 3, 1848.

| I HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch of the 31st May, No. 71,
transmitting 2 memorial from the Board of Trade at Montreal to the Queen, on

the subject of the Navigation Laws, and similar memorials from the same body
to the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament. * I have also received copies of the

correspondence between your Lordship and the Secretary to the Board of Trade,

on the occasion of those memorials being forwarded to you.

 Having laid before the Queen the memorial addressed to her, T have to direct .

your Lordship to inform the memorialists, that Her Majesty has been pleased to
receive the same very graciously. 'Your Lordship will ‘further inform the Board

~of Trade, that it is contrary to the usage of the Houses of Parliament in this 3
country, to receive documents addressed to them as * memorials;” and that I

have, therefore, been prevented taking the necessary measures for communicating

the original memorials to the respective Houses, in the formal manner desired by

the Board of Trade. Copies of them will, however, be included in the papers on

this subject, which are on the point of being presented to both Houses of Parlia-
- ment, by the command of Her Majesty. =~~~ S

No. 3.

I have perused with much satisfaction, the ‘aix‘sn;er which })our Lorﬂship directed

to be returned to the letter of the Secretary to the Montreal Board of Trade, and
highly approve the observations which you thought proper to make on that

‘ occasion.

L o s S | :I‘ha&e, &e.,
The Earl of Elgin and Kileardine. . ' (Signed) GREY.
- &e. R &cf &C. ‘ N ‘ oL o ‘
ety . No4

Copy of a“DESPAT‘C‘H from :GbﬁérnorfGénerﬁl the Righf JHOnOﬁrablg the Earl

. of EL6IN AND KINCARDINE to Earl GRrey.

" Government House, Montreal,
- My Lorp; ~ - L (Received July 6, 1848

for the removal ‘of all restrictions which the Navigation Laws; impose on the free
'navigation of 'the River St. Lawrence, and on the free carriage of goods by sea to
- and from the United Kingdom and its possessions abroad, and Canada. - - "~

;e - . . v [} B

. The declaration which this petition contains, that the petitioners firm

navigation, is. high ) ‘
to be appreciated by your Lordship. -~ - - .
Lo s s T havey &e,

T (signed)
- The Right Hon. Earl Grey, = . . -
C ke o &es o &e o

- DY

. T nave the honour to transmit herewith, for presentation to Her Majesty,
a petition to the Queen from the Board of: Trade of the city of Quebec, praying

ﬁo. 4.

' ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

| ‘ Iy believe

~ that the merchants, shipowners, and ship-builders of Canada have no cause to fear -
the’competition of foreigners on fair and equal terms, in either external or interpal
ly important, and will not.fail, emanating from’such a quarter, = .

”~
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Encl. in No- 4.

.No. 5.

into Your Royal consideration, may be graciously pleased to recommend to

‘before the Queen, Her Majesty was pleased to receive it very graciously.

4  CORRESPONDENCE UPON THE

" Enclosure in No. 4. ~
To TnE QueEn's MosT ExceLLENT MAJESTY.
The Petition of the Quebec Board of Trade.

HuMBLY SHOWETH, ‘ : L oo

‘ THAT a chain of ship canals, connecting the navigable waters of the river St. Law-
rence aud the great. lakes of Canada, is now completed, whereby the produce of the most fer-
tile parts of this province and of the western states of the American Union may be transported
to the ocean cheaper than by any other route. C ‘ ‘

That these canals have been constructed at an immense expenditure of capital, raised under
the liberal guarantee of the Imperial Government, and in connection with similar improve-
ments in the United States, open up an uninterrupted inland navigation from Quebec to New
Orleans (a distance of more than four thousand miles), with ramifications extending far into
all the intervening territory. ‘ » ‘ B

That, in the opinion of Your Majesty’s petitioners, all that is now wanting to render the St.
Lawrence the outlet, and Quebec the depdt, of a large portion of the vast and varied produc-
tions of the fertile regions rendered accessible by thisunequalled internal navigation, is, to throw
it open, without restriction, to the ships and vessels of all nations, allowing them, during the
pleasure of Your Majesty, freely to carry to the ports of this province the produce of any
other country, and to take thence cargoes, as well to the United Kingdom and its possessions
as to any other part of the world, which, it is greatly to be feared, nay, almost certain, that
unless changes such as these be speedily made in the laws which regulate the navigation of
the province within and without, the large expenditure above referred to will be nearly useless,
and the people burdened with a heavy and unproductive debt to little or no purpose, with the
additional mortification of seeing escape them, and diverted into other channels, those advan-
tages and means of lasting prosperity which nature and art have combined to place fairly within
their reach. . R ‘ ‘ S ‘ ‘ o

That Your Majesty’s petitioners firmly believe that the merchants, shipowners, and ship-
builders of Canada have no cause to fear the competition of foreigners, on fair and equal terms,
in either external or internal navigation. In the former they already successfully compete with
their neighbours even in their own ports; and, in the latter, Your Majesty’s petitioners feel
persuaded that such competition would lead to still more favourable results, drawing forth the
latent energies of these classes, and causing to be developed, and more fully applied than now,
the natural resources of the country, which, in the facilities they afford for ship-building and
inland navigation, are nowhere surpassed. C \ S

Wherefore Your Majesty’s petitioners humbly pray that Your Majesty, taking the premises -

Parliament tor

remove all restrictions that now exist to the free navigation of the river St. Lawrence, with the
canals and lakes connected therewith, or which prevent the free carriage of goods by sea to and
from the United Kingdom and its possessions abroad, so far as this colony is concerned, sub- -

| ject to such control by Your Majesty in Council as may be necessary.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
‘ : The Quebec Boaxd of Trade,

| . (Signed) By James Dean, President, duly authorised.

(No.248) No. 5. | |
Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor-General the Right Hon.

| - 'the Earl of ErcIN ANp KINCARDINE, ’
My Lorp, ‘ ‘ ‘ . Downing-street, July 7, 1848.

I pave to ac‘knowledgé‘ the Teceipt of your Lordship’s Despatch, -
No. 77, of the 13th June, transmitting a petition to the Queen from the Board
of Trade at Quebec, praying Her Majesty to recommend to Parliament the .

removal of all restrictions to the free navigation of the River St. Lawrence,

and the free carriage of goods by sea to and from the United Kingdom and
its possessions abroad, so far as Canada. is'concerned ; and'I have to direet your =
Lordship to inform the petitioners that their petition having been duly laid

-

‘ ‘ - Ihave, &c, K
The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, =~ =~ (Signed) = = GREY.
‘&c,f . &c. | &c ' ‘ A
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(No. 81 . | No. 6.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor-General the Rloht Hon. the Earl of
ELGIN AND KINCARDINE to Earl Grey ‘

Government House, Montreal
o June 15, 1848.
Mr Lop, . - (Received July 6, 1848.)

A runour has 1eached this province that the measure for the amend-
ment of the Navigation Laws, the introduction of which has been hailed with

such unanimous acclamatlons ‘here, may yet be lost in its progress through -
Parliament. It is. my duty to represent to your Lordship that this report has -

produced a very painful feeling. The Canadian farmer is a supplicant at
present to the Imperial Lemslature, not for favour, but for justice ; and strong

as is his affection for the mother country and her institutions, he cannot recon-

cile it to his sense of right, that after being deprived of all protection for his
producc in her markets he should be sub;ected to a hostile dlscrlmmatmo- duty
in the guise of a law for the protection of navigation.

"
CA‘NADA. ’

2. That the British shipowner should be’ unwllhno' to' permit foreloners to

share the trade of the St. Lawrence, is not. unnatuml ‘but there is too much

reason to fear, that if the present system be persevered in, the bulk of the
‘produce of Canada will find its way to New York and Poriland, where even
- under existing laws it may be shipped to England indifferently i in American or

British bottoms. - I shall not insist on the manifold i inconveniences and hazards

to which such a state of things would inevitably lead. It is enough for the

present purpose to observe, that it would render the monopoly promlsed to the
~ British shipowner illusory.

3. On the other hand, if- the natural and acquued advantages of the navi-
gation of the St. Lawrence were to receive their full development under a-

system of low freights and charges produced by the removal of restriction, it

is probable that not only the produce of Canada, but a large portion of that of

the Western States of the Union will find:its way to Quebec and Montreal.

Of this vast and increasing trade, it is hardly possible to doubt that British

shipping, with the aid of 1on°- estabhshed commercial connection, Wlll engross
a considerable share. -

4. I cannot employ lanouawe which is too forcxble in representmg to your |

Lordship -the anxiety" which feel, conscious ‘as I am ‘of - the responsibility

attaching to the high trust which Her Majesty has confided to me, that the

liberal pohcy of Her Majesty’s Government on the subject of the Navigation

Laws, 'should receive the sanction of Parliament. The people of Canada are

animated with the best dispositions towards England ; they are satisfied that

the constitution of their forefathers, of which they now clearly see that it is .
 the intention of the Imperial Government that they shall enjoy without quali-
- fication or reserve the full privileges, affords them at least as large a measure .
of substantial liberty and social happiness as any form of. Government which

the wit or ingenuity of man has devised. -I am confident that if the wise and
generous policy Iately adopted towards Canada, is persevered in, the connexion
| between this province and the, mother country may yet be rendered profitable

to both in a far: greater detrree than has been the case heretofore. Ishould
~ deeply grieve, therefore, if in an attempt which must, I am disposed to believe,

in so far as the Saint Lawrence is concerned, prove futile, to secure a monopoly
for a useful and exemplary class of our fellow-subjects, provisions were suffered

- fo remain on the British statute book which would seem to ‘bring the material |
interests of the colon.sts and the plomptmgs of duty and aﬂ'ectlon into oppo-‘ ‘

,smon
o | ‘ , Ihave,&c, = AR
7 ' B (Sloned) ‘ LLGIN AND KINCARDINE
‘The nght Hon. the Earl&Grey, :
o & C.
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' NO. 8 ‘

Encl, in No. 8.

16  CORRESPONDENCE UPON THE

(No. 249) No. 7. - |
Cory of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Govemor-General the nght
Hon. the Earl of ELciN AND KINCARDINE.

MY Lorp, | Downing-street, July 7, 1848,

1 HAVe to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of the 15th
June, No. 81, reporting the apprehension which is generally entertained in Ca-
nada, lest the proposed measure for the amendment of the Navigation Laws should
not ultimately receive the sanction of Parliament. s

I hasten to assure your Lordship, that Her Majesty’s Servants are fully sensible
of the extreme importance to Canada of the measure which is now under the con-
sideration of the Legislature, and that they eutertaln a conﬁdent hope that it will
pass into a law. x
I have, &c.,

The Earl of Elgin and Ixmcardme, | ~ (Signed) GREY.
&e. &e. &ec. . '

(No. 82)) | No. 8

“Copy of a DESPAT CH from Governor-General the Rxght Hon. the Earl of
ErcIN aND KINCARDINE to Earl GrEy.

Government House, Montreal,
~ June 195, 1848.

My Loro, | | (Recen,ed July 6, 1848.)

I EVE the honour to transmit herewith, for the purpose of being presented,
addresses to Her Majesty the Queen and the two Houses of the Imperial Par-
liament, on the subject of the Navigation Lavws, adopted ata pubhc meetmg, held
on the 13th mstant, of the inhabitants of Montreal.

I have, &ec.,
| (Slgned) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE
The nght Hon. Earl Grey,
- &e. &e.  &ec.

Enclosure”in No. 8. ‘
To nERr MAJESTY Vicroria, QUFEN OF GREAT BRITA!N AND IRELAND, &e. &c

Mav 11 rLEASE YOUR MaJESTY, o

WE, your Majesty’s loyal subjects, the cxtxzem of Montreal in the provmce of Ca-
‘nada, in pubhc meeting assembled i

Do MosT numMnLYy REPRESENT, ‘ "
That, in the opinion of your petitioners, all protectxon bemg shortly to be wlthdrawn
from Canadian grain and flour in the British markets, it has become a matter of absolute

“necessity to the Future prosperity of Canada, to endeavour to obtain, without delay, from the T
Imperial Authorities the abrogation, so far as regards this colony, of the restrictive polxcy of the -

British Navigation Laws,’ and the removal of every obstruction in the free nawgatxon of the
St. Lawrence by foreign vessels.

" That the restriction under which the colonist has hitherto been p]a.ced of emp]oymg Brmsh L
or colonial craft exclusively for the transport of his produce from one Canadian port to another,

or from Canada to any part of the British dominions, has, in the peculiar circumstances of this -

~ province, greatly enhanced the cost of freight, and thus operated as a heavy tax on the pro-.

ducer; and, although it was not objected to so long as it was deemed the equivalent for advan-

- tages enJoyed by him over the. foreigner in British- markets, yet now that those advantages have

been materially reduced; and insome'instances entirely removed, or are on the.eve of bemg 80,

the continuance of such restnctlons vsould be viewed by your petmoners as an excessive S
~hardship. S
That the permanent '1brooratlon of the Navwatlon Laws would hlahly conduce to the “elfare . i

of Canada, and assist in the devdopement of its resources, is cleary evinced by the new branches

of commerce which sprang up simultaneously with their temporary suspension ‘last year, but"

which have altogether ceased with their revival, numerous foreign vessels having during that =
‘brief period of suspension arrived, loaded with f‘orewn emigrants, who availed themselves-ofthe -
St. Lawrence as the most convenient route: to thexr destmanon, “hereby the rates of ocean

freights were reduced, the revenue from pubhc works increased, and ewery class: of the com-'v ;

‘ mumfy benefited.

That there is the strongest uround for appnhensnon, should the British Navwatxon Lawsg*
continue in force after the protecuon to Canadlan gram and ﬂour in Great Britain i is thh-’:
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dra\m, that the bulk of the produce, both of the Western States and of Canada West, will be
sent to ports of the United States for shipment, notwithstanding the superior '1dvanta0‘es in
‘economy of transport which the internal communications of Canada possess, but whlch are
 fully counterbalanced by the greater cheapness of ocean freight in the United States, arising in
part from the competition there between British and foreign shlppmv and that the N avlaauon
Laws will thus be rendered inoperative as regards their. main object—that of protectlon to
British shipping—whilst they will excercise a most baneful influenca alike over that portion of
our revenue derived from public works, and over the interest of every individual connected with
the internal or external commerce of tue country.

That, moved by the foregoing and other considerations, your petltlonera hail with the muost
lively satisfaction the plospect of the immediate repeal, so far as it regards this colony, of the
British Navigation Laws, and that they especially approve of that part of the measure intro-
duced by the Right Hon. Mr. Labouchere in the House of Commons, which confers on the

Legislature of this province the power of regulating, as it may deem most to the advantage of -

the country, the coasting and internal trade—a boon which your petitioners gratefully- acknow-

ledee as a fresh mamﬁ.statlon of the desire to govern this country in accordance with ¢ the

well-understood wishes and interests of the people.”
‘Wherefore your petitioners most humbly pray,

That Your Majesty will be pleased to take the foregoing representatlons into your

favourable consideration, and to grant the prayer of your petmonera for the immediate
- repeal of the Navigation La.w;, and -the opening of the river St La.wrence to the
ships of every nation, oo
And your petmoners, as in duty bound, w All ever pray
~ (Signed) . Jos. Bourser, Mayor of the city of Montreal,
Montreal, 13th June, 1848 and Chairman of the meeting. :

[Similar petmons addressed to the two Houses of the ImPerlal Parhamem]

(No 250) |  No.9

COPY of a DESPATCH from Earl GREY to Govemm-General the Rxcrht
Hon. the Earl of Frein . AND KNCARDINE

MY Lorp, ‘ ‘ o Dowmng-street, July7 1848

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen. the address to Her Majesty |

from the inhabitants of Montreal, on the subject of the Navigation Laws, which

was adopted at a public meeting held in that city, on the 13th June, and trans-

N

CANADA.

—
&

No. 9.

mitted to me in your Lor(lehlps Despatch of the 15th of that month ; and Ihave |

to instruct your Lordship to inform the petltlonexs that Her Ma_)esty has been
Pleased to receive their petition very graciously.

Your Lordship will further state “that the petitions to the two Houses of Par-

liament, Wluch also accompamed your Despatch will be presented immediately.

, ‘ . I have, &e.,

| ‘The Eall of Elgm and chardme, | - (Signed) GREY.
&e. &c &e. o SRR
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