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Parsonage,
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THE PARSONAGE: .
. MY FATHER'S FIRESIDE.

- per the lapse of about thirty years, I late-
4§ g vizit to what had once been my fa-
yfireside. It wasinthe month of October
‘I visited the manse of Kirkhall. My
~thad been iminister of that parish; and
*sived a kindly welcome from his worthy
-wgr—one of the warmest hearted and
“learned men in the church of Scotland,
'—-ilI:have long known and esteemed as a
ey, Ifound myself again ec vted beside
fearth in the little parlor which was
- gladdened with a mother’s stnile—
“iwas one cheered with the childish
+of brothers and sisters~—which was hal-
~1by the prayers and presiding virtues
~affectionate father. They are all de-
“{1o the land of spirits!

‘&, on looking round me, every object

“lgassure me that they were still near
>every thing else was unchanged. On
“»through the window frum the elbow
‘:'-@i"whici) I sat, the old and magnificent

e which, in the days of my youth,
“dits branches and foliage in wild luxu-

:..'i)_ver the court, and gave assurance of

- adl shelter, was still unscathed. Its
xented fowers were indeed faded—for
h’gt{,lh of approaching winter had touch-
averdure ; but its variegated greenand
.wleaves were the same as when I had
~shem, and attempted, with hoyish hands,
ate, nearly half a century ago. A lit-
arther off, the “decent chureh” peered
.among the majestic ash, elm, and chest-
trees, with which it was surrounded—
gowth of centuries—casting a deep and
_nthadow over the pluce of graves.—
. humble offices, and the corn yard in
'..1‘1 had rejoiced to mingle in rural oceu-
—‘and frolic, were near; and nothing
wanted to realize the scenesof my youth
.8 presence of the venerable patriarch
¢ mother, and their little ones group-
lm(iud their knees, or at the f{rugal
B

- the'Ifusion was short lived. A holly
Wi adjoining parterre, caught my
*When I knew it ol old, it was a little
awhich the goldfinch and linnet t.est-
0d were protected under wy juvenile
<anidhip; but now it had grown up to &
i]"itee; Isaw inthe_ mirror, over the
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the mantelpiece,the image of my own visage,
in which were lines that time and the world’s
cares imprint on the smoothest brow and the
most blooming cheek. The yellow locks of
my forechead were fled, and the few remain-
ing hairs we.. b ginning to be silvered with
erey. My son, too, rising almost to manhood
sfood up before wne, unconscious of the recol~
léctions and visions which flitted through my
mind, These things dispelled my reveric ;
andjmy wandering thoughte were recalled to
tae passing hour.

It was on a Saturday evening that I thus
revisited Kirkhall; and my tnelancholy med-
itations were soon partially dissipated by the
cheerful, but moderate hosutalities of my
host ; which were truly such as to make me
feel that I was as it were, among my own
kindred, and at my Father's Fireside.

What a flood of emotions and remembran-
ces spring forth at the 'mental utterance of
these words! On retiring fiom the parlor, I
was ushered into what was, of old denomina-
ted in the quaint colloguial language of
Scotland, “The Prophet’s Chanser’—that
is, the apartment for etudy, was to be found
thus distinZuithed in all the old munsesof
our clergy. It was now a bedroom, the li-
brary being establshed in another apart-
ment; and I laid my head upon the pillow
in a chamber which was consecrated, in my
memory, by the recollection that within its
walls good men had often thought of *the
wavs of God to man,” and prepared their
epir ¢~ in the depths of silence and seclusion,
for proclaiming in the sanctuary theglad ti-
dings of salvation.

It was a tempestuous night; and, though
the blast was completely exciuded from the
mause by the dense masses of trees with
which it was surrounded, the wind howled
and moaned through thejr branches and on
their summits, and, like the thunder,
gave forth a solemn music to the soul. 1
did not sleep, but listened to the sounds of the
tewpest with that pleasuie whica philusopny
cannot explain.  Ere long, the current of
thought reverted to my own former relations
to i1+ dwelling in which I reposed ; and bnsy
metory, in the watehes of the nicht, suppli-
ed, with all the freshnesz of & recent event,
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the circumstances which chequered the life
and marked the character of' my father.—
Though, perhaps, in the eatimation of many,
thess, were commonplace, yet, to me they
werestill fuli of interest; and, as they scem
te afford a true and undistorted picture of a
Scottish clergyman’s real character and for-
tunes, I have written them down to fill a
spare corner in the Tales of the Borders.

William Douglas was the eldest sonof a
farmer in one of the northern counties of
Scotland. The family had been tenants of
the {arm of Mains for five successive genera-
tions: and as far as tradition and the hum-
ble annals of the parish could be relied on,
had borne an unspotted name, and acquired
that hereditary character for worth which,
intheir humble station, may be regarded as
constituting the moral nobility of human na-
ture. Just and devoutin their lives—sineere,
unpretending, and unaflected in their man-
ners—they were never epoken of but with
respect and good will by their neighbours;
and were often, in (he domestic and rura} af-
fairs of the vicinity, the counsellors and um-
pires, in whose good sense, and integrity, and
kindness of heart, their humble friends trust-
ed with confidence. Such characters and
families are to be found in almost every ru-
ral district ~f this country; for, “though
grace gangs no’ by generation, yet there is
such 2 thing asa hawk in a guid nest.” I
believe in the homely proverb, though some
metaphysicians may dispute it, but whether
debatable or not in the abstract, William
Doug}as had the good fortune, as he deemed
it, to grow up in the bosom of a family in
which the characteristic of worth was cher-
ished and transmitted as an heir loom.

The eldest son of the guidman of Mains
showed an early fondness for-his school ex-
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almost & miatter of course that Willis the
be destinied by his parents, and prompeq
his own predilections to ‘ the ministry.) 4
by the adviceof Paplay and Roaring -
Willie was sent to the Marizchal Colleg
Aberdeen, where he gained a bursaryal
competition, and prosecuted his studiess
assiduity, until, at length, in the fullpes
time he became a licentiate of the churt

The only thing I remember to havelr
connected with this period of my!
was his anecdotes of Paplay’s eccentres
which were nemerons—some of then per
al, and some of them the peculiaritiesof
old school of clergy in Scotland. He
pious and orthodox man; but withal hs
tincture of the Covenanter about him, b
ed with the aristocratie and chivairous}
ing of’a country gentleman of old famils,
the troubled times, about the years17
he wasa staunch Whig; and so very dec
in his politics, that, when * Prince Cliar
men” had the ascendency in Scotland
was either in armsor in hiding; andw
he ventured topreach,he wore hissword
puipit.and a blae coat,girt with abeltinw}
2. pair of pistols were hung—more fike a
ot war thun a preacher of peace! Even:
the day of defeat at Culloden, the Jacohir
of the north was so strang, and Paplay U
g0 obnoxious, by reason of his veler
preaching against Popery, and Prelacy,:
the Pretender, that he eontinued longe
to wear his sword, (in the pulpit and e
where,) which was rather a formidables
ceri to the nonjurors about him, in theh:
of a brave and athletic champion of ¢
Whiggerv. He assigned three reasons
wearing his sword after it seemed to«
of his friends to be unnecessary ;— Fint.
cause I amra gentleman ; secondly, Beea
1 can use it; and, thirdly, Because,il ,

ercises, and acquired, under the tuition of doubt, you may try.” Among:some of b

Roaring Jock, the dominie of the parish, a
tolerable proficiency in the rudiments of lite-
yatire. ‘T'he guidman, being an elder of the
kirk, was often at the minister’s manse ; and
the bairns from Mains were occasionally in-
vited to tea on the Saturdays and play days;
and Paplay (the minister, was so denomina-
ted, from the nameof a small estate of which
he was the laird) shewed great favoe to the
¢ auldest callant; and often conversed with
Lim about the subject of his readmg. In
these circumstances; and considering the re-
Sigtious character of the Mains family, it was

dities, he had a great admiration of at
spring, a white calf, and a bonny lass;:
he never passed any of them in his wayw
out doing homage. Though travelling
harseback, he would dismount to bathe

feet in a limpid stream, as it gushed from

earth, or to caress a white calf, or to sale
female—all which fantasies were uniteds
the most primitive innocence. And hen
ate a meal, even in his own house, orv.
e was a refugee in a hay stack or kilnk
without exacting from his wile and i
the most urgent pressing.

$

.
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waeunder the ausplces of this warlike
sugular apostle, that my father was ush-~
tinto the sacred office of a minister of the
xl. He preached his first sermon in the
i¢h of his native parish and, according to
fuhionofthe times,at the closeof the ser-
_the parich minister publiely eriteised the
wres of the day.  The young preach-
‘athis instance found favor in Paplay’s
-+ and his testimony in favor of'the plant
“had sprang up among them, was so em-
tic,and rendered so piquant by his odd
»:of'epeech, that William Douglas was
distinguished among his friends and
hbors as * Paplay’s Plant.”

it there was another plant that graced
manse which was not unobserved or un-
ied by the young preacher—Jane Mal-
, (the daughter of a clergyman in a
remote parish, and niece of Palpay’s
Jasweet flower, that had grown up in
hilderness like *a daisy on the mountain’s
¥ It was in the nature of things that
‘oves of the plants’ should be illustrated
e juxtaposition of the two flowers of the
ous parson. An affectionate but se-
atachment na:urally grew out of the
ent visits which Paplay’s Plant paid to
manse ; and these were multiplied in
suence of William Douglas being ap-
ted assistant to his spiritual patron.whese
in¢ into the vale of years had begun to
ethe energy of his character,and to ren-
asitance necessary. ‘The attachment
wen the young people might be suspect-
Jstwas not formally made known to Pap-
ad “the lady,” as she was called, ac~
g to courtesy of the olden time. Indeed,
12 promulgation would have been idle ;
“e“hall’ reverend” assistant (as Paplay
wont to address the young probationers
2chureh) had no immediate prospect of
_¢fice, although he was an acceptable
cher throughout the bounds of presbyte-
But an incident occurred which facili~
ithe union of which the preliminaries
-thus established.

¢ Earl of Bellersdale, a noblemanina
thoring county, who affected to be de-
. el from an ancient family that flourish-
athe days of good King Duncan, but
had really no more connection with
"1 Hercules or the Man in the Moon,
<3 village and seaport a short but con-
At distance from his magnificent castle.
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Among the other items in the arrangementa
which were destined to immortalize the mu-
nificence of the Earl in the establishment
of Bellerstown, a church wag deemed neces-
sary for political, to say nothing of moral con-
sideratione; and the Earl being a sman of
a man of tagte, thought that a church, plac-
ed in a particular position, would make a
fine vista from varivus points in the noble
park which surrounded the Castle of Bellers-
dale. A picturesque chapel was acceordingly
built on a rising knoil, separated from the
pleasure grounds and the castle by ariver,
over which a handsome bridge made no
mean addition to the lordly scene.

The chapel being built, and endowed with
a stipend of “ forty pounds a year,” (the hint
1 suppose was taken from Oliver Goldsmith,)
it was necessaiy to provide a clergyman to
officiate in it; and William Douglas being
ane of the most approved young men in the
district, had the honor to be preferred by pat-
von. The perind to which X now refer, was
long before the chureh, in its wisdom, enact-
ed a law for regulating chapels of ease; and
not only the amount of stipend, but the con-
tinnance of clerzymen who officiated in such
chapels, depended on the arbitrary and sove-
reign will of their poius founders. Bellers-
town, though a sort of step in William Doug-
las’ professional progress, yielded too scanty
arevenue to admit of matrimony ; but the
talents, respectability,and prepossessing man-
ners of the chaplain, made him a favorite at
the castle, and rendered it practicable to eke
out the slender living by the addition of a
small farm, at what was called a moderate
rent. But this appendage, too, was held by
the same precarious tenure—Lord Bellers-
dale’s will. The probationer was then in-
ducted "as pastor of the Bellerstown chap-
el, according to the rules of the church;
and, after the lapse of a few months, he
and Miss Jane Malcolin thought—although
no other person thought—that they might
ventare to enter into the holy bands of wed-
lock, and, with frugality and mutual love in
their humble and unambitions sphere of life.
This thought ended in deed—they were mar-
ried. hd

The tenor of a clergyman’s life is, in gen-
eral, even and unvaried,consisting of a faith-
ful and regular discharge of his pecaliar du-
ties. Such, for some years, was the fate of
William Douglas. He acquired the confi-
deuce and affections of his humble flock—tha
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esteem of his brethrén—the countenance of
the neighboring gentry—and even the pat-
ronage of the grent man, ot whose table he
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ot a political party an apparents but ny
real integest in a landed estate; and thy
practised and justified by a legal fietion, z

a little casuistry, with which political age
are quite familiar. The ordinary mole
these cases, isto confer such parchm:
franchises on dependunts aud peisona o
nections of the great man wlie needs iy
suppori—and the Earl of Bellersdale, v
had the patronage of many churche
greaier or less value, found, even amongt
clerzy who had hopes of preferment from’

was a frequer' and welcomed guest. Mrs,
“‘suglas had presented him with two sons;
«d his parents, advanced in yearg, were
Zathered to their fathers. This bereavement
was not unlooked for; butthe first trial of
life which wrung his heart to the core, was
a “atal illness whieh, in & few days, snatched
the object of his most tender aeffection from
}‘“’;}me passed on, and ‘brought healing on hand, several individuals sqﬁicieplly e
N 4 5 S pulous to accept of such discreditable u
its wings.' Alter the lapse of several years, ;4 political (ranchiseas freeholders. 3
v father felt tkat it was not meet for man ongst others, my father, who was in g
i) be aloue; and, whilst he cherished the o5, a¢ the ;astle. was deemed a likelyhyv»
fond remembrance of his first domestic com- .o (o be intrusted with so precious a i
panion, he had too much good sensg to go in- lege as a right to vote for any tooloft
to the affectation of continuing singleduring £44 who might be brought forward ¢
the rest of his life ‘ for her sake ;” more espe- capdidate for representing the shire in P2
cially as he had no female relative to whom .04 /Phe factor was dispatched to
he could confide the maternal charge of his jerstown to offer this high behest tothe r
boys in their nursery days. He accordingly pareor, whose ready compliance was ex
discerned, in the daughter of one of his o445 o matter of course. But he cdlr
flock, a respectable farmer in the neighbour- 4 peremptorily refused the proffered v
hood, those personal attractions and amiable ;4 indimated that he held it deragy
diqusitions which awakened his manly sym- 40 11e sacred nature of his office to ;o!‘
pathies; ands t0o0 high minded to st00p 10 pimself with such politics, and inconsiz
mercenary considerations, he married a se- (i) overy principle of honour, moralily:
t.:ond time, without hunting for a tocher, as | iiivion. 1o take an oath, as re,quired by't
Is sometimes imputed sarca.stically to the thalt= he: was possessed ’ot' a landed es:
Scom§ h clergy. Isobel Wilcon was lovely while, in truth, he had no earthly titlew
and virtnoue. inch of it. This scrapulosity gave m:
Abont the time the American war ended offeuce at the castle ; and the recusant |
i ceme into this earthly part of the universe; SOH W2S doomed to ridicule as a pious!
1,0t pathing oxeurred for several yearsof my and to ruin. And as in such casesw
© Ler's life to diversify the peaceful enjuy- @n unoffending individual is completely
- atsof his domestic life, or to interrupt the Pendenton the offended party, pretexs
ientions angd zealous discharge of his Dever wanting for cloaking the lurking;
.2l duties, At length, howecver, a POse of mischief, these were soon ande
clogd gatheu-‘d in the ﬁrn\amcnt, which, ere discovered. If the minister of Belle's.!t
tong, hurstan his heads in the wrath of his discoursed on integrity and truth as Cbss

patron, the Barl of Bellersdale, virtues, or on the sacredness of an oath,
Earl’s underlings bore the tidings tothe.

Logal,zather than general politics agitated le, where such doctrine was deemed !
the district in which his humble life was cast, treason against the electioneering moe
aud there:was a vehement struggle betwixt and the faithful and fearless ministerd
his Lordship and a neighbouring nobleman |igion- having, rebuked from the pulpts
fgrr ascendancy in the county. The ranks of gross and public enormities and violat:
vither party were swelled by the multiplica- 1pe Sabbath by the canvassers for thef
- of freehold qualifications, for the pur- capdidate, within the precincts of bisf
jcee of acquiring votes. One of the expedi- 1| charge, this was asad and unparti
enig, as is well known, for the attainments of aggravation of his rebellion. Nay, ba.
such objects, is the creation of nominal and pyplished a little tract on the duty ofat
fig*stioug voters, by confesring on the friends ing public worship) of which he, -
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ana author, thia was regarded asa direct
—npil insult to the Lord of tha Manor—
-quse his Lwrdship was so much engrossed
‘h politics and  his other affairs. that he
-}, for some time, ceased eutirely to go to
weh. These little incileuts were aggra-
wdby the perfidy of the parson of the pa-
hwithin which Mr. Douglas’ chapel was
uted. That gentleman had formed a
teme for transferring Lis residence from
qncient manse, in a remote part of the
ith, to the more populous and flourishing
azh or * arony of Rellerstown~—intending
dfficiate in the chapel, (receiving, of course
»additional accomumodation applicable to
aeure,) and consigning the care of the
#sin the parish church to the schoolmas-
~apreacher whom he satisfied witha bo-
=of £10 or 13 a year. Aund for the ac~
nlishment of this object, it was no difii-
it thing, as matters siood, to ingratiate
awlf into the patron’s favour, and to ac-
aplish his own personal ohjects, by whis-
nginto the Earl's greedy ear every re-
ithat would suit his purpose made by
Douglas, in the most unbounded conf-
¢ of private intercourse and seeming
adship.

When the wrath which had accumulated
tie heart of the Earl was fanued to its
ht, he issued his orders to the factor in
olowing decree ;= Rackrent— Us’~(a
_mmatical singularity which his Lordship
ays used, surpassing even the ruyal or
‘orial majesty, indicative of the first per-
pleral)—* Us is determined to root out
‘trehellious fellow Douglas, and 1o banish
- from our grounds. Rackrent, order
dlzie, the seribe, instantly to serve the fel-
-with a summons of removing from Sta-
wams; and, do you hear, go to Bellers-
a.lock and nail up the chapel door, and

the fellow that he shall never preach
2 ugainst us, Tell him to go to the de-
| fs us will not suffer rebels against our

‘lismandate was instantly obeyed. Mr.
iglas received the intimation from Rack-
twith surprise, but undismayed ; and, his
wrage swelling as the danger swells,’ he
;?led the intimation as a testimony of his
liy,and pitied the tyrant who had thus
<d his power. The Earl had the uncon-
* power~1there was noappeal from his
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heartlessdecree. Rackrent speedily promul«
gated in the burgh the purport of his mission
and ostentatiously performed his task of shut-
ting up the chapel—putting the key in his
pocket  Consternation, and sympathy with
their *ain guid minister and his wi'e and
bairns, spread from house to house; and it
was not till the shadow of night afforded
shelter from ohservation,that even a few true
friends mustered courage to venture into the
house ol a proseribed man, and tocheer him
with their condolence.

Mr. Douglas had an instinctive courage
which prompted han to bear Raclirent’s mes-
sage without a quiver on his countenauee,
save perhaps a momentary expression of
scorn on his lip, and a sparkle of indignation
in his keen blue eye. Bat, after the minion
of power had retired, and he felt himselt’
alone, a cold and chilling emotion gathered
round his heart. He went immediately te
the nursery, where his wile was busied in
tending and amusing her children; and hav_
ing, de~ired Grace Grant (our attached and
ouly servaut, who rever wasin any other
gervice) to look after her mattersin the kiteh-
en, he communicated to his dear Isobel, that
she and her lirtle ones were thrown desti-
tote. 1 wae teo young (being only four or
five years of age at the time) to understand
the import of what he said. But my mother
and the elder children knew it well; and 1
need not describe the scene, The tears
which a brave man sheds are only those of
tenderness and aflection—but these are, in-
deed, tears of bitterness. Such scenes of
love and agony ate too sacred to be disclosed
to an unfeeling world ; and all I remember
of the one now alluded to, was, that my heart
was like to break when Isaw thoze around
me embracing and embraced, in tears, and in
silence, save the sound of sobs which burst
from every bosom,

It was a day of sorrow. Even the young-
sters forgot, for a time, that they required
their wonted frugal dinner; and it was not
until twilight succeeded the last blaze of the
setting sun, that Grace Grant called her mis-
tress from the nursery, (having heard from &
neighbour the adversity which had befallen)
to remind her that tea was ready. My mo-
ther was now much composed, and inviled
the minister to go to the parlour. Itwas a
gilent procession. My eldest brother carried
me in hisarms; and my father led his wife
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n one hand, while he bore their younger
babe on his other arm. Ou reaching the
parlour, we fiand tea prepared by the eare-
ful hands of Grace Grant; but, before sit-
ting down to partake of that comiorting re-
freshment, the mimster propesed to offer upa
prayer of’ resignation to the will of God, aud
of hope and trust in his providence.

¢ Then_kneeling down to Heaven’s eternal

{ing, -
The saint, the father, and the husbaud

prays:
Hape ‘springs exulting on tritmphant wing,’

That thus they all shall meet in future

days s
There, ever bask in uncreated rays,

No more to sigh or shed the bilter tear;
Together hymning the Creator’s praise—

In such society yet still more dear,

While cireling time moves round in an eter-
nal sphere.

These devout aspirations heing ended, an
air of calm composure reigued around my
* Father’s Fireside.” He seated himself in
his arm chair, while my mother busied her-
gell in preparing tea, and each little one took
his appointed place around the oval wainscot
table. The turl fire burned cheerily ¢n the
hearth. The tea kettle gave out its hissing
sounds, indieative of cowfort; and the soli-
tary candle diffused light on the fair young
faces which brightened as the oat-cake and
the ‘buttered pieces’ hiegan to disappear.~
But the minister’s wonted playfulness was
gone: and the decent silence of a Sabbath
aliernoon was obeet ved even by the younger
boys.

The visits of tlicic fiiends were a soloce in
the first hours of their unlooked-for adversi-
ty. Bat, after their retirement, the vague,
undefined, and gloomy shadows which rose
to the contemplation of my parente, with res-
pect to their future prospects, yielded only a
troubled and unutte' Lie anxiety. Repining
and supineness, howes er, were not suited to
my father’s character: for, with mildness, he
united decision and even boldness of spirit.
He had, for several years previous to this ex-
plosion of lordly despotism in the patron of
his chapel, corresponded with some of his
college friends in the new Republic of Ame-
rica ; and had been encouraged by them,and
through them, by one of the most distinguish-
ed of the American patriotg, to leave this
meagre benefice and cross the Atlantic.—
These invitations he had declined: being
warmly attached to his flock, to the Estab-
Jished Church of Scotland, to liis friends at
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home, and to his comtry.  In his aitered e,
sumstances, however—severed as he wsh
an arbitrary aet over which there t s r
moral or legal control, cast destitute from th,
altar at which he had ministcred with ge
fuluess and acceprance, and having no Cay
to immediate patronage in the chureh-},
resolved, w th & heavy heart, to betike lg
sell to that field of exertion in a foreign .
to which he had heen so courteous!y imvig
Having adopted tlus resolution, bhe did
waste time in idle whining, but prepared (
encounter all the inconveniences and pot
of a long voyage across the deep: aggrav:
ed, unspeakably, by the accompanimens
a wife and six young clLildren, and hamye
ed by the scanty means which remained 1
him amidst this wreck of his hopes of ly
piness at homne.

But, before his final depaiture from ¢
cold and rocky shore of Scotland for ever,h
wished to take a public leave of hisfiw!
His own chayel had been shut up: butar
verend friend, in @ closely adjoining burgt
acceded o his request, that he might hav
the use of his pulpit or the Sunday afterts
actof ejection which I have already men
oned. The villagers of Dellerstown we
speedily apprised of their iinister’s intentiy
and they and many others attended 1o he
his farewell sermon. "The church was crox,
cd with an affectionate and even somewhk
exasperated multitude and the service oft
day was characterized by a more than use
solemnity. All the energy of the preache
spirit was called up o sustain him on o,
ing an occasion ; and the unaflecied, earse
and natwve eloguence of his pulpit app
ances were heightened by the ematic
which struggled within his bosom.

His brief but Christianlike and dignifiede
dress, in which the tremuloys voice of d
emotion was occasionally mingled witht
manly tones of bolder elocution, was listes
to in silence deep as death ; and when he.
scended from the pulpit, Mr. Dougles®
surrounded by a throng of elders, and yo
wen, and humble matrong, who wereex
to manifest their heartfelt reverence for
beloved pastor.

1t were tedious and profitless to detail:
the painful circumstances which interve
betwixt the time now referred to and thet
the minister’s embarkation, He experick
on the one hand, all the petty vesal
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ich the Earl¢ syoophants could devise for
sannoyance~spontaneous tokens of disin-
sted good will and of grautude, even
-m the poor and humble; but the mens
-ascie sibi recti enabled him to bear the
amer with catnposute, and the lotter with-
¢vain presamption.

Theday of depurture at length arrived—
o, young as I was, I still remember as well
wyesterday some of the circnmstances. The
{nily proceeded from the only home 1 had
o known towards the harbour, accompa-
) by some of the most respectable inhabi-
utsof the village.

After passing by the chapel. which stood
apicnously on a rising ground, the pariy
wended asteep road—like a patriarch of
{eoine on a pilgrimage through the world,
Mhischildren around him—to the quay
whichthe vesse] that was to bear us away
s moored. The sea beach and quays
werowded.  The entire population of the
‘reburgh secemed asscmbled. There were
thouts ; but uncovered heads, and out-~
ched haads, and old visages glistening
b tears of kindness, spoke a language
~eloquent tharn words can utter. I was
wed with my mother on board the ship.
¢ mils were unfurled, while we were
uped on the quarter deck. Most of the
_ily went into the cabin ; but my father
ona coil of ropes, and I stood between his
ss,encircled by his arm, and looked up in
face, which was occasionally convulsed
-1marks of strong but suppressed feeling.
evessel bounded over the waves of the
man Qcean. My fathec spake not. His
was still bent on the rocky cliffs (near
thstood his charch and louse of peace)
- titcould not discern the people that clus-
~aon ity summits, He wrapped me in
thak, and he held me to his bosom ; ang,
tefirst time, 1 felt asad cousciousness
tlwas without a home in the world.

Thrst voyage in life was a rough one.
‘Good Intent? of Bellerstown, in whlch
fatherand his family had embarked, as
<y elsted, was a coasting trader, and
bound on this for Leith, whence the pa-
o of this intended ewmigration, and his
e, and little ones, were meant to be
shrred 10 Greenock, as the port ol final
ukation for the United States. To those
bave had occasion to sojourn in such
‘sasthe 'Good Intent, ere yet the Ber-

wick smacks and other veesels of n eaperior
class had been established in the coasting
trade of Scotiand, it is needless to offer any
description of a such a vebicle for the con-
veyance of human beings—and those who
fuive never experienced suen @ transit, can
torn1 no adequate conception of the misery
which it exhibits.  Let them, however, ima-
gine a small and dirty cabin, into which 1o
one is admitted save hy the companion doo
and a emall sky-light that cannot be opened
in rough weather—let them imagine, if they
can, the ‘villainous compound of emelle;
produced by confined air, the flavour of bilge
water, agitated in the hold of the ship, and
diffused through every crevice,and pitch,and
the efiluvia of rancid salt meat and broth,
aund the products of universal sea sickness,
altegether inevitable in such circumstances
—let them figure such a confined hole fiiled
with hutnao beings, crammed nto smaller
Loles all around,called beds, or laid on shake
downps upon the floor, or stretched ujon the
lockers, in that state of despondency which
overwhelming sickness induces;—and they
have a picture of the Good Intes:t’s cabin and
state-room during the voyuge to which 1 re-
fer. Nor was this all. The weather was
boisterous, being the vernal equinox; the
winds cross and tempestuous; and the waves
of the sea rolled so tremendous that the it~
tle vessel sunk, and rose, and rolled, as il eacls
succeeding shock were the last ere she sank
for ever into the roaring abyss: while each
convulsion of the bark cailed forth invelons
tary moans and shrichs of distress, which
were heard comminglec with the whistling
of the tempest, and the dash of the waves,
that ever and anon burst on and swept over
the deck. Aund thus for the space of four-
teen days went the Good Intent and her in-
mates, tossed to and fro on the German-
Qcean, with no com{ort to mitiga'e the ex-
treme of such unwonted suflerings, save the
rough but hearty kindness of theskipper and
crew, when their cares on deck left them a-
moment to go below, and offer any attention
in their power. 1 have made many rough.
voyages since the one alluded to; but this.
only dwelle on my memory like the vicions in.
a wild and treubled dream, surpassing all 1
have since weathered in intensity of borror

and dismay.
At length, the expected haven came in
sight;and we entered it—safe but sad encugh
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the Good Intent entered the Water of Leith
at worning tide, a’yd my childish wonder-
ment was strangely cxcited by what seemed
to my inexperienced eye a forest of masts and
‘leviathans afloat,’ as we were towed through
among the vessels in harbour, until. amidst
bawling and swearing on board and ashore.
the Good Intent got a berth at the Coallill
of Leith. The emigrant party were allspee-
dily taken on shore, an.d conveyed to a small
inn,where soap, and water, and clean clothes
and breakfast, revived in no considerable de-
gree, the spirits of the whole party, after the
exhaustion of such a voyage; and the young-
sters, espcoially, were very speedily interest-
ed in the rude bustle which the shore of Leith
usually exhibits.

Leaving the little colony at Mrs, Monro's
ship tavern, on the Coalhill, my futher pro-
cecded to the residence of his cousin, Mr.
Pearson, who resided in one of the western
suburbs of Edinburgh, (where he and his
were expected,) in order to announce the ad-
vent to a tempirary home. It was aliernoon
ere he returned with his cousin to conduct
the rest of the family ; and the whole party
proceeded on foot up Leith Walk, and thro?
a part of Edinburgh, towards Mr. Pearson’s

~_hospitable abode, astonished and bewildered

“in a scene so new. There we all received
warm welcome from the good old man and
his daughters, and experienced every atten-
tion and kindness which good hearts and the
ties of kindred could suzgest.

Before proccecding to Greenock, to make
the necessary arrangements for the final em-
igration, Mr. Douglas, while his family were
refreshing with their relatives, for a longer
voyage than they had already encountered,
paid a visit to an old friend, a clergyman in
the country,in whose parish was situated
the noble mansion of Earl H. . The
countess of H—-—— was a near relative of
Lady B—, to whom Mr. Douglas had
long been known as an exemplary clergy-
man, and who in the day of his adversity and
unmeritea persecution, had taken a lively
interest in his fate. Amongst other acts of
kindness, she had not only given him an in-
troductory letter tothe countess of H——,
but had written previously, recommending
him to her good offices with the Karl, (who
was, in all respects, a complete contrast to
Lord Bellersdale,) and solicting some one of
the numerous benefices in the church of
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which the Earl was patron, when a vacy,
might occur. Mr. Douglae, visited his fr,
bebore delivering his introduetionut the g
house, and preached on the Sabbath w),
intervened during his stay : and the serv;
of the dny having been conducted wi h ¢
simple and unfeigned devoutness which e
its highedt power to pulpit eloquence, the
ble family, who regularly attended on re
gious ordinances in their parish church, w
murh affected and gratified with *he mjg
tration of the stranger, on this occasion; 4
this effect was not marred to * ears pofi
even hy the slight *‘accents of the northe
tongue.” Next morning, the pastorof |
parish r>ceived an invitation to dine at H-
House that day, and was requested to by
along with him the friend who had officiat
for him on the preceding Sunday. The:
vitation was, of course, accepted; and.
being introduced to the Earl and Coun
of H——,and his name being announe:
Lady H— inquired if’ he were from v
norch country, when he took the opportun
of delivering Lady B’s introductory iew
which showed that Mr. Douglas wast
same person of whom Lady B. had previg:
written. His reception by both the noblep
sonages was more than polite ; it was k
in the highest degree, and every way wen
of a geuerous aud also high-minded r:
whose good qualities have, in various pec
o our hustory, given lustre to the nobiir
Scotland. The day was spent with mut
satisfection and the Earl before partinga
Mr.Duuglas a cordial shake by the han’2
assured him that the first benefice thatsht
fall in his gift, should be conferred ca b
Thus they parted; but Mr. Douglas e
ed to Mr. Pearson’s, with the unalteredp
pose of pursuing his voyage to America-i
hopes ingpired by the Earl’s spontaneous;
mise being too faint and remote, in theirf
sible accomplishment, to induce procract
tion in his proceedings. The love of his:
tive country yearned in his bosom,and
the perils and privations to which his &
fireside flock might be exposed, paszed t
his thoughts as be drove along the ehot
the Forth, on hisreturn; but he coul:
no alternative, save to go onward it.
path which he had previously markedat
himself in his present circumstances.
Accordingly, after a few days’ repe
set out to Greenock, to make arrange®
for the passage to New York of himeell«
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nfly. He applied to an eminent merchant
“srg on the subject, in whose service, as a
'k, a favourite brother had lived and died.
wm that gebtleman he received every
rlesy and counsel suiteG to the occasion,
-4 was offered the passage completed grat-
‘toosly. He had spent a day or two only
Greenocksmaking preparations for the voy-
-, when, having gone into the v(-ral in
hich he was destined to embark, to hold
aenecessary consultation with the master,
pickot was brought(to him which had been
-marded by Mr. Pearson to the cale of Mr.
temerchant, On unsealing it, Mr. Doug-
foond enclosed a presentation in his fa-
-1,by the Earl of H., to a living in one of
~guthern counties of Scotland.

Itwere idle in any one who has never ex~
-enced & sudden and unexpected transiti-
ofthe endless vicissitudes of human life—
‘12 position encompassed with doubts and
kness, into scenes and nrospects of bright-
smen=-to attempt any delineation of Mr,
-dlas’ emotions cn this occasion ; for, who
1express in language the throb of grati-
%o benefactors, which, in such circum-
nees, swells the heart beyond the power
erance ?—or who can convey any ades
“enotion of the devout and -ilent thanle=
sess which exalts the soul of a good man,
«n he gees and feels in such an events the
_ifestation of that overruling Providenc
hit his habitual principle to acknow-
seand adore 2

fhe American expedition was now aban-
id,and Mr. Douglas returned from Gree-
Xk to Edinburgh, with all the dispatch
“hthe Flies of those days rendered prac-
ble. The tidings were soon told, not with
ud exultation, but with the chastened
nesswhich these were calculated to im-
-on his own spirit and all around him;
,instead of packing up for Greenock, and
mring for crossing the wide Atlantic, nos
¢ was now talked of in Pearson’s kind
‘e but plenishing lor the manse.

e day of departure at length arrived,
Jet the young folks had recovered from
wtonishment which every thing in the
bern metropolis presented to them as
-, and before they had become fami~
with the splendour of long rows of lamps
,dazzling seattered lights over the dusky
unof the * Auld Toun’ in an evening.
0§ the most startling of these marvels, I
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well remember, was the Cowgate, with its
rows of lamps extending beneath the South
Bridge, and seen through the iron ballus-
trades! This was perfect enchantment to
some of us; and 1 don't believe I have ever
seen any ecene of artificial mugnificence,
since 1 first looked dotvn on the Cowgate, that
made so strong an impression on me, as a
specimeu of city grandeur!

The vehicle for our conveyance was not
as in those latter days, a dashing stage coach
and four—lor there was nothing of the kind
on the publie roads of Scotland fifty years
ago--but a caravan or waggon,having asort
of rail round three sides of it, and covered
over head with a ¢anvas cloth on strong hoops
with an aperture behind to let in the traveh
lers, and the fresh air, and the light. Under
this primitive pavilion sat ensconced the par-
sonand hie spouse, on trusses of straw and
with blankets to keep warmth if necessary~
the bairns being all paced in and about them,
according to their dimensions; and in this fa-
shion on jogged the cavaleade, consisting of
the caravan, and another long cart with fur-
niture. Two or three days were required for
the journey—the carriersstopping each night
at convenient distances in country inns for
the ‘entertainment ol men and horses,’ where
slight and rough accommodation only was
to be had,

At length, on the third day, the caravan~
sary reached the promised land—not like that
in the Orient, flowing with milk and honey.
and glowing in all the richness of natural
beauty ; but a long straggling village of
heath-thatched cottages, with abou: half u
dozen slated houses, including the kirk; and,
though placed in a valley on the banksof a
rivulet, yet surrounded on all sides for many
miles round with the wildest moorlands in
one of the most elevated situations inhabited
in Scotland by human beinge. But, what of
all this? It afforded a homein our native
land—and we soon learnt by experience that
its inhabitants were among the most kind~
hearted and intellizent of the sons of Cale-
doaia.

The humble parsonage of Muirden was but
a Chapel of Ease, yielding an income under
one hundred pounds per annum, Yet, with
this Lmited benefice, the Rev.William Doug-
las was enabled by the frugal housewifery of
the mistress, {o maintain a decent, and, in his

*phere, even « hospitable household, and to
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[4
discharge the petty obligations to friends and in unaffected kindness ; and ere lorg be.
which he had incurred while ‘out of bread’ came the friendand trusted counselor of p
and preparing to cross the deep to & foreign parishoners, not merely in spiritual, but
fand. Uatil this last, and, in his estimation, their temporal concerns. And, asa proof ¢f
sacred duty wae accomplished, the strictest the impression which such a truly evange,
economy was observed. "The ‘muckle wheel’ cal course of conduct made among his pee
and the * little wheel’ were heard humming ple, I may state that, within these few yean
incessantly in the kitchen; and the bairns afier the lapse of nearly fifty, 1 had a
were clad in the good home made clothes of from a respectable old man, who, havy
the domicile ; while they were early taught heard 1 was in Edinburghs, had found oy
practically that plain and wholesome though and announced himself to be Mr, v
humble fare at the board was all that they who had taught rue the alphabet, and fiz
ought to desire, and that laxuries and deli; guided my hand to wield the pen which pr
cacies, such asload *the rich man's table)” records this incident. I have rarely metwi!
were truly & matter of small moment, and an occurrence more gratifying to myfe
utterly despicable when compared with those ings, than when the old gentlemau (forh
luxuries of the mind and that superiority of was a gentleman in the best sense of ¢
character which are derived from moral and term, though a country schoolmaster) told
intellectual culture These latter, accord- that years had not effaced from his hearta
ingly, were day by day pressed on their at- his memory the kindly aflection which
tention as the proper business of their early bore to my [ather and his childres, whowe
life—and all were habituated to regular and  the objects of his careful tuition, and tha*
constant atiention to their ‘lessons,” at home had sought and found me to give utterar
as well as in school. to that feeling. Ineed notsay he got a wa
Nor was this remote parsonage destitute of welcome. He had then retired from thel
some strong and interesting attractionsto a borious duties of his office, with a modes
generous mind. Muirden was situated ina competency, and ina green old age. Heb
region which is consecrated by many events ginee paid the debt of nature. Peace 1}
and traditions of “the persecuted times.”— ashes! It would be well if our paroh
There the hifl sides and moss hags in its vi- clergy would thus cultivate, not the w's
cinity still known to the peasant as the places  arts of worldiy popularity, but by acts of
of worship and of refuge to the Covenanters kindness, the confidence and the respe.
in the day of peril and alarm; and some of (their fiocks. It is thus that the humanh
of Scotland’s martyr’s were immolated at iswon; and is thus that 2 Christian P
the doors of their own huty, the foundation most efiectually
of which may'still heAtraced overgrown with « Allures to brighter realms, an leas.
the green turfor the heather bell. To a Scot~ way.”
tish yfastor,_s;xch scenes are ;:}]asszc, ﬁrand There was a peculiarity in the villaz
f::: :: ‘,"r l}: é?;]i;;‘;;sf fgrmir: é’a‘;s‘:hoé‘ im?;: Muirden which 1 must not omit to notice
table and holy spirit which ";'as there kindled was, Perhaps, the first locality, in Scoﬂ{
€ . i so entirely rural, that had a library estat’
and formed into a flame ﬂ‘.a t ﬁnallj.r \won for edinit, Idonot know precisely the hs
Scotland uot‘only the b!e:\?u_)gs of civil liber- of that institation; but its supporiers®
ty, but the triumphs of religious trath. in different grades, employed chiefly in
It was an inspiriting task to serve at the Working of some mines in the vicinity,»
altar among a people who, though humble, devoted a small portion of their wages,
cherished with fondness the memory of their odically, for the purchase of books fort
godly furefathers; and was, indeed, a labor brary. The fruits of this establishments
of love, in which the teacher and the taught visible, in the decent and orderly habits
found mutval comfort and advantage. Nor inthe superior information of the whok,
were the exercises of the puipit the only parts ulation; presenting a moral picture ex
of pastoral duty to which Mr. Douglas di- the reverse of that which teo often ciz
rected his attention and his heart. He visited terises the now liberated * ascripti glebe’
and soon became acquainted with all his flock are usually engaged in such occupatiss
~not formally and pompously, but frankly who are proverbially the most barbsre
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filen the presentee, and of having a stipend
warly double the salary at Muirden—a con-~
<leration of no slight moment to & man with
<Jamily,however moderatehis wish in regard
+emporalities ; and it possessed the further
~periority over Muirden, that it was situa-
won the southern shore of the Fritlln of
“onthin a district of country highly cultiva-
»,and within a few hours’ ride of the me-
wpolis. 1t had the charm of perfect seclu-
i from the great and bustling world—
tschuteh and manse being situated ina
‘dtered valley, embosomed amidst a cluster
Isacient trees, which probably were plant-
dere the reformation dawned on Scotfand.

The tidings of this promotion, as it may be
«#med, produced in the humble dwelling of’
' pastor of Muirden, that measure of glad-
~swhich is inspired by the smiles of for-
-=virying in degree among the different
-mbers of the family according to their in-
“ieence and their years. To the heads of
the promised improvement in their con-
n afforded the caim, yet exquisite satis-
«ion which the prospect of a competence
their little ones, and the meansof educa-
zand preparing them o act their part in
3, maturally awakens; and in tke younger
wmbers of it, the reported beauties of a new
h, and the approach of a new journey,
tied that joyousness and vivacity of hope
uh even invests what is unknown with
satribute of magnificence.

Afler & little while devoted to necessary
angements—after many visits paid to all
- dwellings .t the humble flock of Muir-
-afier the interchange of kindly hospi-
samong the superior classes of all his
sbours—and after a public and aflection-
frewell to all—Mr. Douglas once more
@twith his family op this, his last mi-
n; and with the aid of caravan and
tthe family partly went on their way
- Muirden to Edinburgh, retracing thus
tefr steps, on their journey to Eccleshall
=ina {ew days they were set down in
wart hefore the manse of Eccleshall—
-which two stately time trees formed a
P’ﬂg shade 1rom se fervours of'a summer

hether the reality corresponded with the
-4 anticipations of the new comers or
Iwill not pretend to affirm—~but the ar-
- bad searcely been accomplished, ere
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ignorant class in Scotland—thus furnishing
an example,which is now become pretty gen-
eral, of supplying au interesting and improv-
ing employment of the hours of relaxation
from labor, instead of mispending the in-
tervals at the ale house or other houses of
debauchery.

The village of Muirden, too, had the ad-
vantage of a resident country gentleman in
its its immediate neighborhood~—Mr. Ster-
ling. Such an auxiliary to the clergyman
and schoolmaster in a rural district, is gene-
rally of unspeakable adva- & 1o the moral
condition of the locality, more especially
when, as in this instance, lie was a man
every way worthy of his rank and position in
society. He possessed an estate of hisown in
one of' the most beautiful provinces in Scot~
land; but, being & man distingushed in
seience, be had a general supervision of the
the works to which I have alluded ; and, be-
ing thus clothed with authority, as well asa
magistrate in the county he was ever ready
to co-operate in every measure which was
beneficial,and in the repression of whatever
was pernicious in this little colony. The
society and friendly intercourse which natu-
rally arose betwixt suck a country gentle-
man and the pastor, formed no slight addition
to the enjoyments of the latter, in a sphere
shut out by its position {rom much personal
intercourse with well educated men; and, in
short, amid mountain and moor all around,
Muirden presented one of the most pleasing
pictures that this country affords of a rural
parsonage.

Mr. Douglas’ zealous and faithful dis—
charge of his pastoral duties did not remain
unknown to his noble patron. From the
time, indeed, of his induction at Muirden,the
moral movements of that hamlet were occa-
sionally reported by its guardian, Mr. Ster-
ling, to the family that was interested in its
prasperity ; and the unremitting but unobtra-
sive ministrations of the village pastor were
not of course overlooked. These were duly
appreciated ; and, after the lapse of only two
or tirree years, the Earl of H—— :poatane~
ausly, and without any previous communica-
tion, presented Mr. Douglas to the benefice
of Eccleshall, which had fallen vacant by
the demise of'its minister. This change had
the double advantage of being on the regu~
far establishment of the church, beyond the
rigk of any such casualty as bad formerly be-
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every room and recese in the manse had been
explored,and the neat and beautiful gardens
were traversed, and the glebe surveyed, and
the “ bonny burnside” visited, and the water
taved from its channel, It was, in troth, a
new world to its young visitants—and ap-
peared inthe superior house-accommation,
and roral smenity around, a terrestrial par-
adice, contrasted with the circumscribed
dwelling on che rocky shore of the German
Ocean in the north, or in the hamlet of Muir-
den amid the wilderness on the southern bor-
derof Scotland. The sensations and sympa-
thies of that day, and of seven years which
followed it, are etill fresh within my recol-
lection, and still swell in my heart, as mark-
ing the brightest and the happiest period of
my existence. Every thing connected with
that season of my life, is still invesied in my
memory with charms which 1 have never
since tasted ; and my young imagination
clothed the vale of Eccleshall witha brighter
verdure and gayer flowers than ever to me
bloomed elsewhere on earth ; and the heaven
glowed in more resplendent gupshine than
has ever sinee poured its golden radiance on
my vision—for it was the sunshine of my
young spirit still unclouded by a speck on its
moral horizon, and undimmed by the tear of’
rcal suffering and sorrow. Are such youth-
{ul enchantments realities in the condition of’
man ? or are they visions of fancy, whichare
kindled by a gracious dispensation of Provi-
dence, as a solace to the heart in riper years,
when the cares, and toils, and anxities of
manhood are strewed thick in our path, and
frown heavily in clouds over every stage of
our progress 2

In a few days after the house was put in
order, the induction of Mr. Douglas took
place; and although not so impressive as a
Presbyterian ordination, it was toall, his
family at least, an interesting scene. A nu-
smerous assemblage of the parishioners and
the reverend brethren was communed ; and
the arrival of the latter, successively orin
groups—their {riendly greetings in the par-
joyr, their progress to the church, and their
solemn devoir during the service of theday
==bore a sharacter of dignity and impressive-
ness which dues not now generally belong to
such geremonigls, it may, perbaps, be un-
philosophical, and not in accordance with
more medern sentiment, {0 ascribe any effi-
eacy to mere esternals of costume. But it
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is a principle deeply implanted in huniany
tare, and not to be stifled by any cold r
soning in the matter, that external decon
and suitable habiliments in any one of
solemnities of religion and the adimini:tret
of justice,have a powerful effect on thege
mass of mankind, which it is not wise tog
aside or contemn,

1t were an easy, and would be a pleaw
task to paint some of the scenes and char
ters which presented themselves to my o
vation even at that early period of life; b
it would be foreign to the ahject | had inv;
and would swell this humble narratiye t
yond the limits assigued toit. That oy
was merely to delineate some of the ."eaxE'
its the character of a faithful Scottish clerr
man, and to exhibit some of the * lights ¢
shadows” which cheer or cloud his exisier
like that of other men. I have traced’
progress through various alternationsof ¢
versity and prosperity, and plaaed him.
circumstances such as usually filled up1
measure of a Christian’s ambition—a pesy
of usefulness to those within the spheresf
influence, and or comfort in his temporale
dition. During the space of seven year
was the Iot of the individual who,in real|
was the prototype of ourstory,to enjoy hea:
and strength, and domestic felicity, aud
diecharge his duties with zeal and advaat
in the parish of Eccleshall ; but reten
heme after nichtfall from attending 2 nx
ing of synod in Edinburgh, he caughta
vere cold in riding during & stormy
which affected his lungs; and e long
indispositiop assumed all the symptoms
pulmonary cousumption.

Our tale of humble life now drawst
close. In the course of 2 few months, .
indisposition of Mr, Douglas assumed 8%
symptoms of a settled consumption w
continued to present 1o hie family andfie
the alternations of hope and of fear, that
the unfailing corpanions of that sublley
tation. A sea voysge, native air, ai
other expedients suggested by skillore
tion, were tried in vain ; and inthe fil:
year of his age the minister of Eccleshal
tarned to the bosom of his family, withé
anticipation that the distemper under st
he lingered woula, ere long, prove /e
his eyes eparkled with more thaa,wonteh:
tre—his benevolent and intelligent ¢
nance glowed with the delicate flush &
50 often marke the progress of consuipH
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-4 the healthy, but not robust frame of its A few houra more, and the scenes of life.
2im, beeamne emaciated and feeble—the had passed away 1r'om the wortal vigion of
" f the year, 179, brought the chilling William Douglas. There are many occur-
sssof November 1o quench the flickering Tencesin life which fill the mind with awe ;
vk of life in his bosom. buc Thave never been conscious of any emo-
"t us despatched one cold morning on the tion so profound ‘and solemn as th.zu w{uch
Iwas despa R L= pnssessed me during the last day ol my sire’s
oy for M‘:Z Biythe, a nenghpounng c.‘frg,y " life. 1 witnessed the expiring flaine of iife
n and friend, to pay my (uthera\gan:l:-‘- in those moments when time is blent with
erode togeltper f".”" !hl:s manse'lo 1 c‘;'e°' eternity, and when the Jast sigh seewms to
srandon i arival b eniiel s mmoral it o st of i
unings betw’ %t a dying man ana kis €€ of \\'hlgh noadequate conception canbe
amoaine forter which i - unseenly agg formed-  After all was over, and tue breath
m’{"al‘ 0“;;‘?“0;':; ‘:as'; t;ldlissc?(gie;:)l;x{o?tal of life had iled,I could not believe my senses,
;ZegAIter a considerable space thus spent that the prop of my affections fos gonefr?m
,whole family, including the eervants, my one and my embrace, anfl that all which
:eby my father’s directions summoned to remained on carth of m 1?“}"’“‘* pratectar,
<l of his couch,in the Red Room,whiere 2nd gentlemonitor, wasta lifeless wreck on
,'remsed. When all were assembled, he the shore of time. The world appeared 1o
8, with composure and resignation, MY YoUnZ €ye and heart as a wide scene of
ate was conscious of the near approach ™Mere darknessand desolatin.
{ath, and addressed a few sentences of 1 will not dwell on snbsequent events : the:
‘sgition and affection tn them all; and funeral oesequies performed,the f‘d{ni“y coull~
sag done so he requested Mr. Blythe to cils were of a melancholy descriptivn. Asto
s with his household in prayerand p dse worldly matters,it was ascertaired that there
nesting that the last hymn in the beau- was very little debt—not more than could be
leaflection of sacred lyries attached toour Sully paid by the current stipend and other
~ psaimody, might be sung. My fa limited means ; but beyond this, all was a
_spulpit psadm book was brought to Mr. dreary blank. The only means of subsistence
he. It is now before me—and I trans- to v ..ch my widowed mather could look with
-from its page, with a vivid recollection certainty, was her small annuity of 25L a
_zscene now referred topue af the solemn year ; while one 0ily of the family(the elder
_ms of that touching anthem :—~ boy who had beeneducated as a surgeon)
eould do aught to eke out the means of life

The hour of my departure’s come, for the family. In the depth of her affliction

hear the voiee that calls me home ;

dlat, O Liord ! let troubles cease, she would say, with pious confilence, in the
_slet thy servant die in peace !? language of scripture, “1 have never seen
the righteous man forsaken, or hisseed bega

yBlythe breathed, rather than sung the
-, in the notes of Luther’s hundred
r—and he did it with the accompani-  But leaving these painful retrospects, it
1ol remulous and broken accents from may be well to note the career of the Barl of
-wnd the couch. Thetearsof unutter- Bellersdale. He survived my father many
smow were shed by all, save my mo- years, and spent his life, devoid of domestic
vwhose grief could not find & vent in happiness,in the pursuits of sordid ambition.
+ The voice of psalms was quenched He lived despised of mankind ; and dying
-tie sobs which burst from every heart; uplamented by auy human being, he desti=
duing the =inging of the last portion of neg the treasures which he amassed to great
~ pious man who guided these eorisons, accumulation ; not to be enjoyed fully by his
_-hized co deeply in the passion of la- heirs, but for the creation of 2 princedom of
“ton which eucompassed him, that his indefinite extent and wealth. But the bright
“3were scarcely audible. The overe honours of the Bellersdale family were speex
{1z scens was closed by a briefand pa- dily tarnished. A spencthright successor
-prayer to the Most High, that to His squandered ali th revenii s +"nichi he could
.ervant he would ¢ stretch out His touch—and the last tim+ 1 vieude.] that part
ity apms,” and “to the friendless of the country, the spiendid mausion of Bel—
afnend B} leredale Castle was stripped of all ite moveas

ging their bread.”
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bles—the collections of many years of aristo- his Liordship’s house, ie an obscure and yy

-cratic prie—the pictures, the statues, the less, though good natured dependent yy

very board destined for baronial hospitality Hebrew ueurers and Gentile pettifoggen—

~wereall brought to the hammer, for the mere cumberer of the ground--a sycophy

payment of a tailor’s bill for gewgaws to ofthe valgar!

.grace a court pageant—and the nominal in- . .
heritor of the wide domains and honours of 1 neednot point the moral of my Tale.

THE CURSE OF SCOTLAND.

A night or two previous to the hattle of Inconformity with this practice, the Duk
Culloder, three or four gentlemen, retainers arriving at Inverness, inquired for theh
of Prince Charles, and who were vesiding jin which Charles had stopped—and it b
with him in the same house at Inverness,were pointed out to him, he immediately tok
amusing themselves with a game at cards— his abode init.
during the evening one of the latter suddenly  On the day after the engagement it
disappeared, and though anxiously sought reported tc the Duke, that a great numb
for, could nowhere be found. * Curse the the wounded insurgentsand others were
card ! exclaimed one of the gentlemen very wandéring, or in concealment, in thene
impatiently, after looking for it for some time botrhood of the field of battle. Therut
in vain—*‘1 wish it were in the Duke of Cum- general—whose naturally cruel digps
berland’s throat” 'The missing card was andsullen temperseem to havebeen fearl
the nine of diamonds. The gentlemen,hows excited by the resistance he had men
«ever, determined not to be baulked of their and by the trouble it had cost him to su

sport, contrived a substitute for the lost arti- the rebellion in Scotland—on being inf
<cle, and played on till bed time. of this circumstance, gave instant orders

a party of military should be.sent out to.

Two days after this the battle of Culloden and destroy the unfortunate men whe'
was fought—and as is well known the insur- they could be found. ‘
gent army was totally defeated, and the  p stropg body of troops were accord.
hopes of the unfortunate Adventurer-laid ;o ediately despatched on this sangu:
prostrate for ever. . mission. But the officer in command ¢

One consequence of this event was, that party, afler proceeding some way &
Inverness was thrown open to the Royalists dreadful errand, suddenly recolectedth
—and thither, accordingly, the victorious hadno written authority for the Horribl
general, the Duke of Cumberland, directed deliberate atrocity he was ordered tostt
his steps after the engagement. petrated, the commands of the Duke .

. .. merely verbal. Desirous of being betk
It was a practice of the Duke's,o! ving . :
3 e esonarmving . eq against any consequences which.

at: any tosv.n or village which had ’Peen Pre= o rise from the shocking proceeding in:

wiously visited by Chaxrles: to inquire for the h bout to b aged, he bz

house, nay, for the very apartment and bed 1€ Wasabout 10 he engaged, pe

he hadoccupied, and to take possession of back to Inverness, sought an_a U ;ﬁnc{

them for his own use, alleging, shrewdly Duke, and requested him to give hist:
writing.

enough, asareason for this conduct, that .
they were sure o be the best in the place—  * No occasion whatever,” gaid o
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-iy,andsomewhatirritated at the want of
-gence which the demand implied. “Do
jou are desived, sir. I'll answer for the
_wequences.”
Theofficer, however, continued to press
~request, and reiterated his desire to be put
psesion ot documentary evidence that
uthe was about to do was done by au-
Ay
\ lzpatient 2t his importunity, and desirous
«iting quit aL once of the subject and his
inacious visiter, the Dulke burriedly ran
tthe apartinent for paper on which to
e the desired order ; but he could see
While looking for the paper,however,

he accidentally turned up a corner of the
carpet with his foot, and brought to view a
card whieh had beun lying bencath it. The
Duke observing ity hastily stooped down and
picked it up, exclaiming, as he did so~" Oh
here, this will do well enough for the death
warrant of a parcel of rebel scoundrelsi”
And Le immediately wrote the fatal order
with a pencil on the back of the card. This
card was the nine of diamonds, the same
which had becn lost & few evenings before;
and such is one version, at anv rate, of the
tradition that has given to thts particular
card [the startling title of “ The Curse of
Scotland.”

3m ‘

»
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THE PRINCE OF SCOTLAND;OR,
THE RIVALSHIP OF MARCH AND DOUGLAS,

The character of David RBarl of Currick, ment took possession of him, all his inteller
better known by the 1 of Duke of Roth- tual powers, as well as some of his mor
say, is one of these which nature seems to perceptions, weve abuzea or oy erlooked, o
delight in distributing among nations, at dis- & character naturafly generous was shal
tant periods, apparently with the view of by the faultsof vicious intemperance.
teaching mankind that, however brilliant  To make all this the more to be regraitr
may be the powers of mind with which an younz Rothsay was a beautifui youh. ¥
individual i¢ cndowed, however captivatiig voice was full and melodious, capable of b
the qualitics of hie physical attributes—his ing exerted~and he had the art to doit~
sparkling wit, Ws graceful manners, and po- exeiting, by the strains of exquisite —
lite conversatio.—and, however amiable the the tenderest feelings of the heart. Hisme
generosity, liberahity, and feeling of his heart per had in it the aflability of a free rompi
—though all combined with high rank, and girl, with the grace and dignity of a yau
even the statien of a king—he hasno char- prince. His hilartiy seemed to have no’
ter of L o from the ohﬁgations of ordi- terva!’ and his g{)od humour was scare
nary life, ana tont if' he endeavours: by the capab.e of being disturbed. His love
aid of theee, to turn sovous things into fro- amusement, and his genius in contriv
lic, and force a pastime from the saoctions of schemes for the promotion of the happin
relizious or moral duty.he must pa; .heusu- of his friends and associates, made his co
al forfeit of a departure from the rights of pany the desire of the aged and the envs
nature, and suffer destroction. the young. Yet, amidst all this, it was

This young Prince 18 well known, was the marked as wondetfahthat he seldom lo\vef
con of Robert IIL of Scotland, who allowed the dignity of his rank. Even his
the reins of government to be wrested from Were those of a prince, and his humblest”
I:. ‘eble hands by the cunning and power- Were performed with that consummate gr
ful Duke of Athany. The feebleness of the which can lend a charm to what, ino.
father was not inlictited by the son. Roth- hands, would incar the charge of vulga
gay had powers of mind which wereequalto  But, while these fair features ofien st
the management of a kingdom ; and these, Vith greater effect, the faults which inev
there is reason to suppose, he would have dis- bly flow from the indualgence of gnla
played for the advantage of his country, if passions, Rotheay had the power of e
the current of events in which he was in- ing his good and evil, and so mixing
volved had not been influenced by the pow- passionate sallies of intemperance or vie
ersof his uncle, Albany, and turned to suit sport with traits of generosity, humanity,
his schemes of ambiton. The indications feeling, that it wasofien impossible &
of great talent which, in early youth, he ex- whether some of his actions were g
hibited, were hailed by his father with pride bad, or Whether the people who had 3
and satisfaction; but by his uncle, the gov< rently suffered from his unrestrained fic.
ernor, with well-founded fear and'swe"cion, ousness would have escaped Jhe injuryt
Unlortunately, it soon nppeaied thut the deprived of the benefit which it prd

fertility of the soil did not limit itr pawers Tom the calm reflection of a generouft
of production to the nobler and more useful  The friendship of Rothsay was ext

plants. Along with the Prince’s great pow- 10 2ost of the young nobles of that i
but no one was so successful in secunt;

ersof intellect, there arose a love of plea~ V- "0 .
sure which could be gratified on!y—»guch affections as SirJohn de Ramorgny =t
whs its insatiable character—by every spe~ 1080 suprosed to have come originaly
cirgof extravagant sally and wild frolic.— g;s%cye'h?:g;;;ﬁ::y j(‘)l?!fz; :;g yhi:;?
Bl o amaed by lonion 1 T L
interests of apy individual ho’wever hum,ble- with whom h © ass_oguated; andy r‘m
but, unfortanatels. wh s ; oo couk.i boast his erudition fmq knqg.uise,
: y, When & love olenioy~ o otil} could cope with him in originelh
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#mind. But thuse powers were ill directed ther, was greatly grieved that her eldest gon,
~for they were used only in buse intngues and the object ol her dearest hopes and most
ad viscious projects. A more dangerous anxiousdglichudes, should act a part which,
kiend or fatal enemy could not be found wh'llé;it.'fvould aliepate from him the hearts
wwong insidous Frenchmen or the still sa- of th&people, would enable his uncle Albuny
rge Scote.  His dissimulation, address, and  to continue lenger his usurped dominion as
deance of personal appearance and man- governor of Scotland. An attempt was
wn, were all used, as occasion 1equired, to  therefore made to unite him to the cares und
weror aid his desigas of ambition, or his solicitudes of office; and lie was soon in~tall-
e teductions and purposes of revenge.— ed into that of lieutenant of ithe kingdom—a
M for the weightier projects of war or di- council being, at the same time, appointed to
hmacy, and admirably adapted for court advise with him, Thisstep was uot followed
aige, he did nat hesitate 1o descend to by its expected benefits; for the governor did
tpmost trifling and vulgar pleasures. He nat consider it either as incompatible witn
widplay the marderer.the insidious betray- the duties of his situation or Jerogatory to
+and the buliion or monntehank, with equal (e dignity of his high place, to res;u to ha
Hress andd with cqual satisfucton. With oid mades of pleasure and amusement.  All
wse qualities, the more wicked nnd danger- thar was requited was a groater degree of
«of which he conld conceal, Ramorgny care emplayed ujoit the habiliments of his
xeasily able t¢ recomnend himself to disguises; and the Jord hieutenant might he ve
‘hsay 5 and the 2iﬁ‘('cti0ﬂ with which he been detected joining in a rondean with a
“:lrea.led‘ by the Prince was no doubt the singing girl, acting the fanfiron with a Hee-
%itof o similariy in manners awd accom- 1or, performing o daring croupade with o
Whments, and a gongexxialixy of humonr, repe dancer, or tiipping to the sonnd of an
{ih the unsuspecting and generons Priuce Jalian theorbo, In wif these things he was
»wk for an agreement of disposition. still kept in countenance by Ramorgny; whe,
Satland is said to have been used, from however, whils he was joining him in his re-
send to the other, hy these dissolute com- vels, was meditating schemes of villany and
sous, as the theatre of their amusements. selfishness.

ey wandered about in disguise, laying  TPhe affairs of state having thus little pow-
band poor, old and young, under contribu: gr iy withdrawing the Prince from his licen-
stortherr wild pastime. They were of tjous companions and unbecoming practices,
_fir weeks associated with bands of wan~ i was next suggested by the Queen, that the
ingminstrels and female dancers, enter— regtraining influence of a wife’s affections
o their humars, playing on their inslra-  ignt overcome: Lis propensity for the out-
Jalearning the seerets of their wander- 1o o plansures 1o which he had become ens
fessions, and hmitating their perform-

"% “The mrotean versatility of their pow-
odered their extravagant exhibitions of
yarcomplishment;while theie hilarity and
wmus messiment, recommended by a
‘whn of money, made them welcome in-
shatever zogiaty of” vagabonds they were
‘fious of enmtering. Nor was it merely

1ing the favors of these tribes that the

®ruions were permitied to join in their

& They were able 1o stand their ground

sequal footing of reckless bardihood,and

slaved, The Mg reconded this meisure;
and, without vaculting the Duke's sent.
ments, or s crraining his taste in the cholea
of a wife, it was communicated 1o him that
the intereats o! the naiion required him to
marry and provide an heir to the throue, and
that his choice of a wite lay between Eliza-
beth Dougias, danghter of Archibald Baxl
of Donglaz.and Elizabeth of Dunbardaegh-
ter of the powerful Barl o} Mareti. Neither
of these ladies had ever been seen by the
waceasion requived, of pugilistic autho- I{rincfe. h.wm ?“‘f"“”'“‘" that he had a epe-
. They could sing and dance, swear and cial favourite f" ms own, sek?czed'no doubt
A, get dronk and fight, with the most from a host ef willing I‘)eamfes with whom
Te members of these outlawed asso- he asscinted; and the inwelligence that he
. wag called upon to resign his liberty into the
hands of a woman he had vever seen, con d
ot be expected to be highly relishied by g -
;n::.cc"su,uf L wpiedt ad bt of i,

¥ exiravazancessonn bename known;
Qeern Anabelln, the yoang Duhe’s mo-
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Seeking Ramorgny, Rothsay communicat-
ed to him the intentions of his mother,and the
commands of his father and thé‘na_{i«ig’p, ‘gnd
asked his advice in so trying an cmerggpey.

‘By your father's crewn,’ cried Ramorgny,
* sce nothing for it but to obey. The difli-
eulty liesin the eelection; for, if T am able
1o appreciate the beauty of wowan, thou wilt
have to choose between a crow and a rodk.—
Bl:zabeith of Dunbar 1s the descendant of
Black Agrnes, who defended that old castle,
it the days of the second David, against the
armsof the Duke of Salisbury ; and Elizabeth
of Douglas cannot fuil to have in hersome
portion of the blood of the black Barl, who
fell in Spain, trusting to the protecting charin
of Rubert’s heart, which he carried with him
i a casket. Sc thou seest the black choice
thou hast got; and the matter is not mended
by having two in thy option, if the »old pro-
verb earries fuith, which sayethy that, * Two
blacks will not make a white.””

“ By the fakh of a prince,” replied the
Buke, “it is a black business; but thou hast
Leen talking genealogically, good Ramorgny,
while I wished to have thy opinion physical~
ly. Blood doth not follow the highlaw of
the mountain strecam, by getliug more
naddy as it descends—neither are men and
women of the natare of the gaffled cocks we
used to fight at the mams on the inch of
Perth, which send down their fighting pro-
peusitics o the tenth galiinaceous generution,
The two Besses may be whiter than their
progenitors, and of less pugnacious propensi-
tica??

“Ha! thy argument, good licutenant,”
eried Sic John, © hath the goodly property of
proving two things:—In the first place, It

_proves that the two Besses may have white
‘skins; and, sccoudly, that thou mayest have
a white liver; for, if ecurage hath no des
cent but in cochs, thou cans! not boast of
Lavisg the heart of the frst Robert I

“ flold f thou art too severe,” cried Roth-
gay, * and not logical. Thou art mixing up
actuality with potentiality—for that my liver
is not white, iz proved by the blue evidences
1 painted on thy back when, in the gipsy tem
at Bothwell, 1 fought thee for a kiss of the
brown morris dancer, Marion of Leghorn,
who, having given me the reward of my vie-
tuty, dressed thy wounds for pity’s sake, and
thhen cudgelled thee for mine.”

~

Prince of Scotland.

“ could turn thy argument aguine the s
answered Ramorgny ; * for thy coursge wa
so much ot {anlt that thou didst require ¢4
aid of an ltalian moriis-dancer 10 do dy
which good King Robert would have dog
himself. But we have wandered from e
two Besses, whom it now behoves us 1o tage
up, and treat with more respeet. Whati
thy course ¥

“ As lieutcnant of Scotiand, T commissior
thee Sir John de Ramorgny, 1o repair to th
castle of Dunbar, and, thereafter, to thats
Douglas, to examine the persons of Biizabet
of Dunbar and Elizabeth Devglas—to nax
the height of their persons—the hue of thet
skins—the colour of their eyes—and the
ture of their dispositions—and, thereaficr, ¢
report as becometh a trusty and faithful cow
missioner of the King.”

“Phou shalt be obeyed™ answeied Dx
morgny ; “ bat if the commissioner mayt
allowed to judge of the matter of his misior
I would snggest thai, in my opinion, the
hast left cut the must imporant part of s
instructions.” '

“What is that? inquired the Prince.

“The Dowery, to be sure,” answer
Ramorguy. * What are complexions
dispositions to golden neres? What can
the housewife, who wanteth strong bral
for the colour of the capon's tail 7 hat”

“ We will leave that w the Queen,” s
the Dule, “Her Majesty wisheth to pute
up to sale, and knovk me down tothely
est bidder.  WWe can bring the Earlsto wii
in a {ew acres of cach other, and of thet
pigeons, both equally fat, ard brought b
cqually within shat, I, to pleaseny fait
may sirike the fairest,” ’

Ramorgny was satisfied, and proceeded.
Lis mission. He firstwent to the resiense’
March, which, at that time, was inacs
situated near the town of Dunse; theoa
of Duubar baving been, during the i
wa'rs, so much shattered that it required
be put in astate of repair. Ramorgny'si
procured him admittance to the family ofi
Euwrl, and his intimacy with Rothsay v
sullicient recommendation to entitle hin,
the greatest attention and respect. Na
viewed his visit as one of examination ¢
discovery, and took the precaution to piek
his daughter to treat him as the {riend2
confidant of her future husband. A &
dinner was got up in honour of the hnight
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Arch Gawin, the Barl's son, and Maitland
g nephew, were present, and ak enden-
aored, by cvery meaasin :ht’:ir power, to
equie the good will of” the Prince's favou-
& It was not these, however, that Ra-
ey studied to please. The daughter
-1 his subject ; and his knowledge of hu-
‘anatare soon enabled him to form an es-
waeof her character, not far wide of the
«h She was daurk, but beauntiful; witha
e, burning eye, which occasionally ex-
sted flashes of the spirit of her ancestor,
ack Agnez.  Her temper was clearly that
4 demon—her spirit wild and untamed.—
“ten contradicted, her anger., notwith-
~sling the indications of her parents, burst
# with ungovernable encergy.  She disre-
wed the rules of ordinary politenecss, by
¢ying to her brother Gawin, indesorous
«es. Shescolded the servants; and even
-meoccasion, when she had risen fram the
%, and thought she was upobserved, she
fied her fingers to the cars of a female,
1pinched her till she screamed. The
Awhosuspected what was zoing {orwarnd,
‘oned to her—the lady winked—the son
Tsd her by the gown: their efforts were
wiling. Ramorgny was satisfied that
wbeth of Dunbar was a true seion of the
Jofold Agnes.

fheexperience which Ramorgny had thus
qited, was completely corroborated by the
suon report of the Borderers—vhere the
.z lady went by the name of Black Bess
Dusbar. She was represented as an in-
ation of Mahoun—n fiend, whom all the
& of her father and mother, aided by
“refatives, had notr besn able to subdue
Jieninto the ordinary flexsile consistence
watale, The excuses which were made
kknight by the parents, that she wasill
.had a2 headache, and so forth, only
.atocorrcborate his experience, and the
stofothers. His only wonder was, that
Bartof March could have thought of
.meading such a female to the arms of
ed man—toa Prince. Noons but »
+ eonld have dared ! .

—norgny next directed his steps to the
2of Donglas, to make his survey and
“mtion in that quarter. He was re-
wiby Barl Archibald, who was now an
#n, with much cordiality,and in ashort
-intreduced to Blizabeth. The contrast
stea this lady and the one he had left was
anable at first sight, and before she bad

3T
opened her mouth™to reply tothe elegaunly
polished compliments of the most accomplish-
ed man of histime.  She was {4r, with au-
hurn bair, and blue eyes—talland elegantly
formed-—imbued with so much of the spiritvf
o gentlewaman that her whole figure, in its
easy flexile movements, @Bmed to obey the
slightest touch of the presiding, genius of
grace and brasty. Ramerany felt and ac-
knowledged with that vapidity with which
rmencf the world can detect the indications
of an elevafed soul, the rower of the mute
clequence of this exquisitely formed complex
piece of natare’s machinery.  But when the
spirit spoke, and the comhination of 0 mauy
charms started into new life, responding, in
every tarn and lineament, to music that
seemed to have heen formed to give them
additional grace, and apparently claiming
the voice as thew owy indjvidual expression ;
the effect was completed, o the disturbance
of Ramorgny’s feelings and the flight of his
peace: hersoft and gentle fones went straight
to his heart. The silken cords of love were
cast arcund him by every look, motion, and
expression—and the Prince’s deputy beeame
in spite of himsel{ his rival.

Ramorgny felt disinclined to feave the
castle. Livery additional eircumstance that
came under his observation increased his
passion. The prevailing character of Fliza-
beth's mind and feelings, was extreme gen-
tleness, softnesy, and sensibility, in which
could he discovered no aficctation of senti-
mentality. Her manner tas natoral and
casy--and it was impossible to behold her for
a moment without being sensible that she
was a creature formed to sacrifice herselfand
her individual thoughts, wishes, and aspira-
tions,to the happiness of the man who should
be so fartunate aste securs her affections.—
This softness of manner extended itseif to
the style of her speech, which was slow,
smooth, and natural, seeming ‘to derve its
sweetness from the perennial smile thay play-
ed upon her lips.

Struck with an inlense passion,Ramorgny
forgor the objeet ot hiis mission. The Prince
was only recollected 23 an unpleasant object
—that came between him and the object of
his affections.  ile resorted to cvery means
of cultivating the good opinion,ifnot the love,
of the lady; but handsome and gallant as he
was—invested with the powers of French-
love-mahing in all jis dewuds of conversation,
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protostation, and bad innge~he could not
ratisly lumself that the gentleand bewitching
manners of the lady received any»accession
from any 1ncrease, in his favour, of the re-
gard and attention she seemed 10 extend 10
ull the visiters who frequented her lather’s
castle, Ramorgny’ surveyed this equability
of enchanting mnanner, with the pain ol one
who, fired witha strong passion, rees ordina-
ry companions b'lskm'f in the sunshine of
favour which he wished to be coydined 10 hitp- ¥
eolf. He felt pained, but the paiu was an in-
crease of passion with a dimiration of hope.
{ie violent temper hurried him into secret
cursing of the day on which he entered in so
thankless an cxpedition ; determmauons to
escape from his duty; and vows that he
would sécure El'zanuh’s love, dle, or sacri-
tice his l’rmct,.

anorgny’s threate were not empty spunds
—restrairied by no religion-—no respect for
laws—no ferror of punishment—no fear of
man—ang despisine reputation and honour
as gewgaws for old women and chnldren—he
was fit for the execution of any measure, ex-
ccuted through treachery and blood.to grat-
iy his passions.  Chagrined by the manner

~of Rlizabeth, -which retained its torturing

- equability of gentlenessand kindness, without
any exhibltion of partiality, he was ill pre-
perea for a letter which arrived from the
Prince, chiding him for his delay ; hinting,
in his manner, that the rooks of Dunbar and
Dou'rlas had flown away with his heart, and
requeatmv him to give up the chase and re-
turn to his friend. "He added, that he under-
stood that his mother, the Queen, bad de-
clared for the Douglas ; and that he wouid
take her if she was as black as the good Sir
James himself.

* A thou wilt,” ejaculated Ramorgny as
he perused the letter,  thou shalt at least
have the dowery ot Ramorgny’s eword !

The incensed knight saw, in the midst of
his passion,that little good wonld result from
remaining at present longer at the castle :=—
His eflorts to produce a cerresponding affec-
tion in the botom.of Elizabeth were unavail-
ing. He resolved, therélore, to take his de-
parture : and having kissed the hand of his
cruel mistrese aud bid adieu to Lord Archi-
bald, he departed.  As he journeyed to Lin-
lithgow, where hie was te meet the Duke,he
oceupied himself m deep mednation. His
thouglda reverted conunually to Efizabeth

Prince of Scotland.

Douglas, whom he pictured to himeelt
loving~and beloved wife of Rotheny, whiy
success with the fair he envied, but who
opennese and generqsigy he despised as weg.
ness. There already exicted a rivalsha, le.
tween them as to the affectivns of a youpg
fady who had eloped with [Lamorgny fior
herfather’s house, but who afterwards o
him for the more enchanting socicty of
young Duke. ~ Thig, Ramorgny ha¢ hur
with apparent indiflerer.ce ; but though i~
was satisfied that the lave ot the damsel hy,
not first heen rolicited by Rothsay, he cock
not forgive him his superiority of attraction
and imputed to hiin as a fav’t what migl,
with moré propriety, have been fermed -
misfortune. To lose another object of hisa’
fections, and that, too, by ministering to b
own discomfiture, would ill become his che
ragter for ritrigue, “and ill aocord with th
present state of his love for the lady and b
tred for the rival. He must, thercfore &
deavour fo prevent the union between Rt
say and h.hzdbelh Douglas ; and if Ur
should fail, he was resolved that the los
the lady would not mvclve the loss of h
victim. Hxs first step was to falsify his a’
count off the two wemen ; and in this t
could not do better than reverse theirat
butes, and substitute Bess of Dunbar fort
fair Douglas. )

“ Well, Ramorgny,” cried the Princg:
he met the knight in the audience cham.
of the palace, “ what progress hast i
made in the south 7 Thy tarrying indical
enjoyment ; for when did Ramorgny w.
when there was not sométhing to afiord bt
pleasure and amusement 2° ‘

“Your Grace is right,” answered Ramo
ny. “ ‘The pleasures ol March’s castle
indeed intoxicating. But thou it was ¥
didst send me in tlie way ol temptation;ar
if Elizabeth of Dunbar has, by herencha’
ment, drawn largely on the time of thyco
missioner, thou hast thyself to blame, Lt
Salishury, thou kinowest, said, that herp
decessor’s love-shafts—méaning the armo
she sent from the old castle walls--+.
straight to the heart; and as the lieuten
of this kingdoin, and the protector ol its &
jects, it was thy duty to guard me agaiis
power whicl seems to be hereditary .
farmly of March.”

“Oh, then, Black Bess is fair afterall’
eried the Duke. ** Give me thy haud |
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shtglad on’t=~for I thougl:tI liad nochivite inan qppormnity of taming a slirew, .'I‘ruty.
“she one being fair, the other ugly ; and to thy wish, at least to the extent ot makiug an
ave been foreed to macry oue woiwan, Lo the attempt, nay be gratificd by marrying Bess
sclusion of the darling libérty of stlecuon, Douglas ; but I would rede thee to cousider,
aoud, though she had been as fuiras Venus that <he might tame thee.  1oat thou observe
we maude her fike the Luned daughter of the difference there? Ha ! the noble and
fhoreas, whose face was as beautifui us that hjsh-spirited Rothsay, pigned, hke a silken
Hihe eister of” Apojlo, but whose hwie Wis nose-cloth, to the skirt of the linsey-wolsey
giling serpents.” tunic of'a modern Xanti; pe "
“Thy choice, I fear, is not extended by  * Never lear, Ramorguy,” cried the Duke
s,heauty of Elizabeth of Dunbar? said impatiently { * thy eforts in my behalf will
qmorgny 3 ¢ for what she hag, Blizabeth save me this degradation : I ain obliged to
-glaswants. Mareh’s daughter is adark thee (o_r thy warning, and wonid repay thee,
suty.but her colour is not derived from the accordigg to the measure of my giatitudeand
iagy hues of earth ; itowes a higherorigin thy desert, by recu:nrnendlng to thee, as u
wn the beams of the son of Latona himself. wife, Elizabeth Douglus, while I wed her pf
‘athe jet eyes from which she sends her Duubar.’
seditary love-shalis, are thesoltest engjxfes The art by which Ramorgny thus sustais:
fgeath 1 have ever wituessed. ‘The five g apnarently with good humour,his convers
steals from heaven, comes from her asit oapns with the Duke, resarding subjects
sirom her cognate thief, Phoebe, as«oft \pih fay very near his heart, and invested
monbeams. ‘Her gentleness isthatofthe il cerious import, was one of his cleverest
=, and the tones of hier voice are ke the 164 deceitfal quaitt es. The Duke him-
1slraine that come from an Evlian harp, self treated every thing lichtly ; the unres-
4ing the heart chase ““55“ us they steal payng buoyancy of his mind, cast off with
ny into death-like silence.” resilient power everything which partook of
*Bravo 1" cried the Prince—-"a right good a sombre character ; but Ramorgny was na-
ah. I have ever admired softuéss in a turally dark, gloomy, and thoughtfal ; and
aan; and I'still maintain that theie is his efforts at frolie, successiul as they were,
_ame fatural fituess in that ordination, were resorted to only as 2 means to accom-
existed in the connection between heat plishan end. Inthe present instance,he was
_fire, light aad flame, mirth and life, necessitated, notwithstanding the intensity of
_messand death!  What sayest thou now  his passion, his vexation, aml disappointment
theother Bess 2? to keep up his old manner ; for where truth
*Hagt thou ever read of Omphale,”replied Was generally arrayed in the trappings of
knight, “who took from Hercules his club frivolity, deceit might have been suspected
Jgave him & spindle, and when he com- i1 anappearance of sincetity.
ined, chastised him with her slipper 2 It Fortunately, however, the Prince was not
swell for the nero that he did not live in left altogether (o thd advice of Ramorgny ;
ahnd in these days, when brogues, filled but such is the fate of Princes, he got coun-
M nails, cover the soft feet of somne of our sel otherwise, only in the suspicions he enter-
mels, Elizabeth Douglas would certaiii- tained of an enemy, his uncle of Albany -
initate Omphale—but 1 fear her slipper having heard that he wished t warry Eliz-
Jibe a brogue—and she further differeth abeth Douglas, and to accompany him to
_her, inbeing as ugly asshe was faw-- Douglas Castle, to see the lady on a certain
.semeth to me to be a lunb of tie devil, day, the Prince to escape the importunities
b, in its hurry to escape itom the region of his uncle, and to gall him-—a pastime in
feand brimstune, carried along with it which he took some pleasure—rode off pre-
=ofthese ele};{ex{ts of wrath, ol which, 1 cipitately to March’s Castle, to enjoy the so-
M not, she would make good use, it a ciety of Elizabeth, in whom he expected to
=and dan.d w-s,ly'(o h‘er nay, in place of find all the qualities desenbed by his friend,
+ Thou hast said that thou lovest soit- who enjoyed his absolute confidence.
st woman ; but 1 have heard thee suy, When Rothsay arrived at the Castle of
ly mad Ireaks, wherein, doubtless, rea- March, the Earl was on the eve of setting
badgo part, that thou wouldst rejoice out for Linlithgow, for the purpose of secing’
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him. Thehehaviour of Elizabeth in the pre-
gence of [ unorgny, had filled Mareh with
solicitude as to theissue of the projected
jmatch ; and he wished (0 counteract, as far
as possible, theaccounts which the favouriie
would, in all Jikelithood, give of his seltwilled
daughter. On gecing the Prince, he began
(o entertain hopes that Ramorgny’s aceount
was not so unfavourable as he suspected ;—
but hiz surprise may be imagined, whenin
a short conversation he had with the Prince
previous to his introduction to the ladies, he
ascertained that Ramorgny’a culogistic des-
cri'wtion of Blizabeth had fifled him with an
Jrresistible dusire to see en beautiful and gen-
tle acreature. March looked askance at the
Prince, conceiving that he was making him
and his family the sabject of an ill-timed Lo-
Jic—but he saw nothing in the lace of the
Irince but the gravest sincerity that his ver-
sitje terperament could exhibit. It isuot
dyFeult to make doubtfol faetsquadrate with
wishes—and March soon became sa'i-fied
that the Prinze had received a fvorable ac-
sount, and waa deeply inspressed with a scuse
of the beauty and merits of his davghter: he
immediately introduced bim to Klizabeth,
according to the reguest of the Prinee 5 but
it was not until he had got a gentle lum that
he shewed any inclination to leave them to-
gether—a piece of etiquite rechoned due to a
Jover who had been proposed as the husband
of his daughter.

Pieased with the dark beauty, thourh un-
able to observe in her eye the Cyuthianbeam
‘so eluborately described by Ramorguy, the
Prince approached the damsel,and with that
airof gallan .ry fer which he was so remark-
able, fell ather feet, and seizing Ier hand,
said, in one of hissweetest accents—

“{ know not, gentle damsel,whether I have
any authority thus to sue for a slight indica-
tion of thy {avour; but what may be refused
by thy goodness 1o a lover not yet permitted
to approach thee willt confidence, may per~
hons be granted to the Lieutenant of the
King 72 The triutaphs of beauty arve best
celebrated by {avour—and condescension,
‘which s the prettiest {uil of excellence, is
e‘(hnbxtul tothe kneeling knight, by extend-
ing a hand to grace the act of his rising to
?ecewe it.?

* Thou may’st e’en rise howv and when
<hou wilt,"replied Elizabeth, snatching from
im her hand—* or thou may’st kneel there

Piiice of Scollan!,

tillbrown Marion of Leghornor Jean Liny ;;
«f Raszic comes to help thee up. I eure 1y
more for a geneeal loverthan Ido forace-
neral lieutenant. The only difference ! «»
between them iv, that the one hath mapy fe.
male slaves aad the othier many male ore.:
By the soul of Black Aznes, T shall fove 1o
man who loveth more than oene woman!*

This speech roon raised the Prince (o his
fect. Ide stared at the damsel, doulnf
doubtful i’ she were serious, or if he hadli:
genees. Her seriousness was clear enough;
for she had finished her speech by a stamp
of the foot, and a clenching of the hand,-ut-
able accompanimenis o a female’s oath,

“Art thod Elizabeth of Duubar, the ger-
tle dauzhiter of the Eml of March? s
the Prince, hesitatingly.

“They say =0, replicd Elizabeth, “andsit
is to that reputation 1 owe o Prince’s v
was bora shortly after the sacking of Rox.
hurgh by my father; and, if' I have any e
puatation for being zentie,as thou termest we
it may be owing to my birth following &
cloze upon that famous cceasion, on which
niithers mourned the murder of their ¢kt
dren, and children hung at the breasis ¢
their dying or dcad mothers. There ismn
of these things in our days: the world get
efleminate; and in place of women defend-
ing castles, and wiping the dust frum thd
battlements with their white handkerchiek
as my ancestor did at Dunbar, they teachih:
arts of spincing and knitting to the men,who
with the Prince of Scotlard at their head, v
with ench other i the simothness of theirsht
and the smeothness cl their speeches. Hor
would Black Agnes have answered fo it
speech thou didst now addressto her descent
ant, thinkest thou 7"

isit, 1

“ Very likely,” replied the Prince, “1
the way in which she answered the Erz
lish who allacked her castle, or, perhaai
the gentle way in which thou hast dore.”

“ Wauld that all men spinsters were 2t
swered in the same way!” DBut I wol
make a distinction. ‘The men who have
boldness to court women as they would a
tack a castle, I would speak softly; but
the white lipped simperers of smooti saying:
who attack the heart with a tempest ofsigh
and sap its foundations with floads of tears,
would open the sally port of my mdwmm
and kil them with a Jook.”
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“Fhen, T suppose,” said e Prince, ™1 ol'his tiue was more capable, was delighted
wemy lile to thy ladyship’s merey, extend- with her conversation amd inepired by her
A by way ol tender exception to ty ind.vid: personat charma, Procecding  together to
Lease 2 ll))(‘ r‘mth', they u'cr'z} met at the gate by the
«Say rather that thon owest it to my con- oid 1_"“"1' who complimented Rotheay,as well
gt repied Efizabeth. “ Thou hast ot as his (._:m;;htcr. Ly sayirg that all he had
« cxpedienced one of my looks. 1 have sirhed for wag that they should mcef ‘uud be
wted thee tenderly, because of the love 1 able to appreciate each other's qualities 5 for
e 0 Queen Anabella, thy wather, to :m wae assured that oue hm;f’;: cc;nw:sm:r:g
‘ rLwvee S 0 e Wial actuate
ol would beg leave (0 committh for & ECELL L i imgired wih sach et
.r:ll‘i:‘ﬂs; :; ny sullow checks indicate, thou tiients, woui(f do'um‘re'm peeure an :xua(:h—
s been cheated in thy infaney. Do not fment than a year's dipiomacy and cut in-
‘i that thou art too old; for thy present trigue. o .
Wition is but an extension of childhood—~ limhs‘ny willingly rmfxamcd for scrne t'is'ue
wn fiow, § have heard thy ratile.” :\it the (,u»‘xlc, ax'u! h::a’{ ifcqmant?ppormlm vs
Q8 Y 0 PO
\\o‘:::gpx (z:rrc mivik ged,Meplied tie Prince g"l‘:‘ti‘l;:"’;x‘c’ r“:l\‘o!?{e‘zaln’:;?i‘xlilc:mM and of
w3 ‘ IS . - 1 k. - o ?
Sy are children,” rejoined Elizaeeth, | Iph'}' {g':ot,};ef a;).:r‘?_pr'e:cme'd to e, :Z;':J
aly, “ when thou hast arrived at man- the Prines, "hut 1 celieve, uninteutionally,
A thew mayst elaim wmy indiznaton; am} by a lmlspos‘ilmn‘ of names. Wihat
satime, I recommend thee to the Quece.” .wonld Eiizabieth Douy as thiuk if sbe were
, X e informed thot she was likened to the wite of
fnd, sayivg this. she left the astonished Sucratos, and the sloer eatizator of Hleps
sestanding in the chamber (ke a statue. u‘x‘, an S Siior el tier
swering himaelf, he left the castle precip- o
wy without sccing the Basl,bring his 7 should conceive thut the reporter did
wd muttering curses against Ramorguy, nrt know me,” answered Elizabeth, “or
shad deceived him, aud Elizabeth who w.shied to deceive. {am not an admirer of
Cimsufted Mim,  As be proceeled oa his citherof these ladies, of whom I have heard ;
thamewards, le bethought Limzell of the L at I plume not my=clf upon any other gqarl-
zat characters Ramorgay gave the two ity than a wish fo nse my weal:h and station
w and wishing 1o give him eredit for for the henefit of theze who, though better
we confounded the attribuies applicable and holier than I am, have, by the force of
«h, he resolved to sce Elzabeth Doug- dite 1+ - wity, been cblized to bow their

;nd, changing his course, proceeded in nioe’ - v the yokic of poveriy and misfor-
fiection of Castle Douglas ¢ . v fear alt T oean take erediy
sareival at the residesce o theold Fael, ! w1~ to do goad. My actions and my
Mad contributed (o place his family on © sas have uot that ascordance I could

tione, brought into the mind of the ! ' : bat, by the blessing of God, 1 hope tof
«ome recofiections which produced improve in my self disewpling; and, fn the
I which were deeply planted in his meantime,l trust vo one will be able to ac-~
% and only prevented from producing cuseneof Wjuring the humblest of God's
dand amiable effects, by lawless habity  creatures.”

mtd from dissolute companions. With 4 Fow geldom do these santiments reach

il elevated by noble aspirations, atid yhe ears of royalty,” said Rothsay, whese
Lapes of being one day an ornament 10 Learr swelled with the genuine sentimendts
entry, “’!‘““h he sincorely loved, he long concealed, “aud especially from the
an excetlent mood for appreciating y1,,5'of nobility ! Yet, pleasantasit is 1o con-
Tues and beauty of a woman who (emplate goodness in mortald born of sin, it is
-Batonsort, make him a betier and 2 gifficult to estimate the extent of the influence
@man, and, by a consequence a belter of generous sympathy when it is fouad in the
fn, and subsequently a good king. He posom of beanty. Do not pain me by saylag
Hizabeth Douglasat n distance from 1 flatter thee, At present, I am oot the gay
atle, and introduciz¢ Limself in the son of King Robert; but by the wand of en~
@l elezant maanes o which pe man enchantment changad for a scason—iwvould it
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were lor ever !—into & sober reasoner on the
rights and claims of sufering humanity.”

“ Report hath not belied thee, good Prince,
though it hath me, for I have ever heard
that thy semtiments were generous—though,
excuse ray holdness, they were not allowed
to be called forth ints action by the common
scenes of life. Believe a simple maiden when
ghe taketh the liberty humbly to suggest that
royalty itself may be more ennobled by one
act of charity than by the mest glorions vic-
tory.”

“ Sweet maiden,” cried the Princeseizing
rapturously her hands, “ thou shalt be my
counsellor. Thy sentimentssfiall be enlore-
ed by thy beauty, and my heart and my ex=
chequer be equaHv urder the powerof thy
generous feclings.

By such conversations, Rothsay gained an
insight into the heart of his mistress. Here-
Llln'(’d f.equently to the report of Ramorgny,
and hinted to the Eail that he had found his
daughter the very reverse of what ghe had
been represented 1o kun. The Barl paid par-
ucular atteution to the hint, and seemed in=
clined to insinuate that Ramorgny might
have had some cause to misrepresent Eliza-
beth. The Duke, having proceeded so far,
felt his curiosity excited to get an explana—
tion of the Earl’s remark; and, upon further
quo~uon, ascertained that, according to the
Farl’s spinion, which had been corroborated
by his daughter, Ramorgny had been inspir-
ed with a strong passion for Elizabeth,which
shewed itself in various forms, and was the
cauze of his profracted stay at the castle.—
Phis discovery changed, in 2 great measure,
all the DPrince’s leclings towards hbis old
fiiend. He had thus convicted him of decep-
tion, practised with @ vicw to his injury, and
for the purpnse of gratifying a passion cher-
ished for the intended wife of his friend and
prince. Amidst all their departures from the
rules of sober hfe, the Prince bad never him-
scil’ been guilty, or patronised in his friend,
any breach of trutiraud good faith ; and this
was the first occasion on which this great ce-
manting principle of mankind had been sac-
rificed . to private interest.  Seriously, how-
ever, as he felt it, he resolved upon stating it
to Ramorgny in such way as might not pro-

duce hisenmity ; for he haud seen enougzh of
him to be satisfied that he was more capable
of forming a worse ene-ny than he was of he-
coming ue fie wl

Prince of Scotland.

While the Prince had thus been engngy,
in thesouth,Ramorgny had been in the nory
enjoying his favorite pastime of hunting th
red deer among the hills around the waver
of Islay. ‘The friends arrived in Edinburs
about the same time, ignorant of oachothc;’
motions— Bamorgny still laboringe under v
eflects of' the passion with which Elz !
Douglas had inspired him, and for a parig
reliet from whose engrossing influence lie i
gone to the hills; and the Duke smarti
under the pain of a breach of confidence az
friendship in one on whom he had so lor
placed his affections, and bestowed many
vours.

“The hills of Scotland,” said Ramergn;
“are exquisite renovators of a town-wu;
constitution. The Roes of the Highlan
supply the strenght which has becn waste
on the town hinds.  Thou hadst better hav
been with me, exerting the powers of 4 e
ter over the inhabitants of the fures, the
stooping to the counsel of that grave bate
of seniorsappointed to advise with thee—th:
2, to dictate to thee—on the affaus of stat
Believe me, Frince, thou shouhist cash
these grey-beards. Thy own judgemer
aided by mine, is quite sufficient to enab
thee to govern this small barbarous huy;
dom.”

* Thy advice,” replied the Prince, smili
with some i~dication of satire, * if follow
by rejecting the counsel of my constituteda
visers. would be an advice to reject advi
contrary to thy advice; for my council
commend me to marry Elizabeth Dongt
aud to reject the March. Dost thou th
that any of the greybeards—Albany is
wunbitious to marry again--huve any privy
intentions on Bess of Dunbar. 111 thoug
that, I would reject the Douglas, and betd
myselt to the March.”

« and thov wouldst act sagely iust
ing,” replied Ramorgny, who did noi 12
the Prince’s satire. *If any one of
counclllm\ r¢t from such a motive—art I
not sure of Arran--he ought to loose his®
tress und his head at thie same time.”

“ Sayest thou so Ramorgny 7 rephed!
Prince. * Isit thy heart thatso speakel,
thy judgment 2 Thou hast 1ccommer
me to the March, wiiom [ have seen®
conversed with, and well know; .mdh
cndcavourcd 1o terfv e fem e B
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shom I have aleo seen, and can well appre-
ate. Artthouquite sure thy advice is purer,
gunder, truer, und wiser, thau that of wy
wuncil 32 )

This question produced an evident effect

wn Ramorgny. He endeavonred 1o e«
ape the Prince’s eye; but he fuund that no
gy matter.  Rothsay kept looking at him
mensely, and plainly shewed that he wus
waster of the secret purpose for whieh he had
aleavoured to precipitate him into « eon-
weclion that would have made him misera—
efor Lfe. It was nuw, however, teo late
11 Ramergny to retreat ; aud, boldiy facivg
tis danger, he replied— . )
_ “Thy gquestion carries with it more than
peets the ear. 1f 1 depiecated Elizabeth
Daglas, and overrated Elizabeth of Dun-
b, @ spirit of liberal construction would
gre me eredit for having been mysclf decei-
)ed.:)

“Stop,” said the Prince, interrupting him
+[ did not say that theu didst deprecate the
weand overrate the ol.her. Wiy take guilt
wthyself ?

“By St. Duthos” eried Ramorgny, swho
sw he was caught, resolved upon another
tek, “it is time now tobegrave. Wil that
arsed spirit of devilish froli o w hich T learned
fom thee, chuﬂ' to me, even after the dread-
fol apparition of the first grey hair, which
#smorning appeared to me in my glass!—

Dut thou art thyself to blame. A master ol

nirth, thyseli—the prime minister of Mo-
e, as well asof King Robert—and my
wofessor in the science of fun—wert thou un-
deto discover, in my outrageous and elu-
lorate description of the two damsels, the
tzees of the pencil~—for Momus could paint
~of the laughing gnd 2 1f thou ‘wert not,
«At thou not deserve the harmless decep-
w? Say now, good Prinee, condenm if
shon darest,the scholar of a .roficiency which
tea hast taught.  Struck by thy own sword
fleh, wilt thou amputate the offending
laad? Say, and if thou wilt, strike. A
“thisopher would laugh—what shall the
veny-making Rothsay do?”

The bold, dashing, laughing manner in
shich Ramorgny delivered this speech, join-
&, 10 arecollection of the higle-flown and
Mserious account he had given of the two
tmsels, drove outof the Duke’s mind the
Ripicinns  roused by the commuaicuiiuns
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of the Earl Douglas, and with it his angere '
The boisterous good humour of his friend
carried him along with him ; and, answer-
ine the knight in his owvn way, he cried—

“\Why, laugh too, perhips# good Ra-
mo gry. Thon hast certainly defeated e
inthe =t instance; but ! have couquered
thee in the second, I fuund in the women
what thou hast described them ; only, I was
obliged to substitute the pame of Elizabeth
Douglass for Bessof Dunbar. ‘$'hat descend-
aofold Agnesis'most certainly the devil,
or at feast his wicegerent, What dost thou
thiuk she recommended to me, to increase
the powers of my manhood ? * '\\ hy milkand
pruado! “The wiis woman, ehe thought, I
woould ke enfe in the heepruer of, was my mo-
ther Andtn.xia ; the age, of which she consi-
dered me a !alr example, had retrograded
from the daysof the sacking of Roxburgh, by
her father, inte a state of malure infancy ;
gnd, as for our talents in war, she would
scarcely allow us the mighty power of infan.
ticide. Iushort, thy description of Kiiz b th
Douglasappijed to her and, when Isay tl.y
description of her applied to the other, why
chould I sav that I was charmed with the
fair Douglas? Thou hast pam}ed her better
than1 can. She must be my wife; and I
am glad that’ my councl, my mmher, and
myseif, thus agree qu a point Whlch they
believe concernsthe nmxop, but whxch Iopme
concerus only myself,

Ramorgny was at the moment well pleas~
ed to perceive thut be had thus got out of the
serape ; but to Linve Jus enare twisted round
Liis own limbs~— v i.ve his description of his
own lover adiy 1o by arival, in describing
her perfectind~ :-.J thus to have, in a man-
ner, precipitated his own ruin; for he coanld
not survive the marriage of Elizabeth Doog-
lag with auother—touched him, as an ac-
complished intrizuer, on the tenderest paris
of his nature. A sccond tims deprived ofthe
objectof his afiections by his own disciple in
the art of love, he determined that, at least,
“here chould never be a third opportunity for
inflicing on him such & degradation. His

revenge doepeacd but his smiles and appa-
rent goal Tiumour quadrated with the in-
creased necesssity of concealing his designe.
These and their fatal issue are unfortenately
bat too well known.

Unknown to Rotheay, certain schemes
had, in the meau time, becu in amlauou, bcv
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ween the Earl of March and a party atcourt, of hisuncle—that there existed between the
the olject of which was to get a match .worelativesan inimical feeling—that Roth-
-hrought about between Rutisuy and Eliza- say, who posessed a nuble and generous
heth of Dunbar. Tiese, for a time, wrought spirit, would stoop to any base purpose toget
g0 fuvourably, that March, whe never knew quit of the authority of his uncle. Romorg.iy
what had taken place between Rothsay and did not suppose—but he hoped €0 fur to ji.
his daughter, entertained the strongest hopes plicate the thoughtless Prince in a scheme
of success.  He had offered an immense dow- of his devising as to make his act appear, 1y
.ery, which the great extent ol his estates misconstruction, of sueh a nature to Albary, -
near the Borders enabled him to pay, asthe as would give his revenge the specious ap-
yrice of the connection with royalty ; and it pearance of self-deferice, and accclerate the
would seem that he had received front head- fate of his victim, . :
quartersstrong pledges l;hal his wishes wonld In acQot(]a|)ce \\;h_:b this Schen]e,Romargpy
be gratified. Ramorgny secretly joined the continued to fill the Priuce’s mind with de-
March party ; but all their endeavours cauld tails of his uncle’s inimical feelings towards
not prevant the final trismph of the Douglas, him—which was of the more easy accom=
who had .also offered a large sum with his plishment,that the Prince was already aware
daughter, .and who was, besides, backed by of his ungle’s disposition. The choleric youn
tlie Queen, and by the secret wishesof Roth- [listened to these tales with impatience, and
W84y himself, often allowed himself to be hurried into ex-
Theasuptials of the Prince with Elizubeth travagant expressions of indignation, whl,
Douglas were celebrated with great rejoic- & servant of R'c%morgny?, a servile creatue
inga at Edinburgh. They were graced by Icady lg commitany crime for money, ws
the presence of the King and Queen, and all instructed, when occasion offered to nnte anl
ahe principal nobility of the land. Among remember, for a time, Ramorgny limited b
the rest, were to be seen two persons deganed details to such acts as occasionally occurred
10 supply alterwards the materials of an ex- and which the unrestrainable hatred of A!
rauwrdinary chapter in the history of Scot- bany furnished in such abundance that k
land ; the shadowsof which, if presentiment found ne great necessity to have recourset.
Hiad thrown them before, would have wrap- invention, unless it were, indeed, to add th,
ped the gay scene of the marriage in the colouring, _wl}if:h was generallyt of the mes
gloomy mantle of the dismal Atropos. The -eXtravagant «kind, and best suited to r&d
first of these .was Rothsay’s uncle Albany, the hearl:af .Utg l'irmce and influence hisac
Do, ;ever since he as displaced from his £¢F and indignation.
.gavernorship by the faction who awarded  Farther, Ramorgny could not venture
10 the yqung Prince the Jigytenancy of the a long time 1o go. The generous you
kingdom, had prayed fervently for the death sometimes got wearied with the recital of b
of the rayalstripling that had, with preco- uncle’s indignitjes ; and, willing to leave hit
cious auduciy, dated to compete with disci~ to his own heart, kept on in the tenorof I
plined age in the munagement of the king- own path, which, however, was none of il
dom. The other was Ramorgny who ap- straightest—his aberratione, after his man
peared at the celebration of the nuptials, age, being, as before, the result of every ne:
dressed in the guyest style, and wearing on fancy which guch men as Ramorgny, acie
huslips, the failacious emile of the treacherous on an ‘excited and inegular imagiuatic
courtier, while his heart was filled with rage chose, by their consummate arts, 0 i
and Jealousy, und his faycy reemed with duce into bis mind. This did not euit K
scheraes of deadly revenge. The yicture, 1o morgny. He required stronger materiak.
o' e who coald huve seen into futurity, would work with, and did not hesitate to use the
have presented the exraordinary foreground It is easy to work for evil in a heart origic.
of anapparent universal joy, filling all hearts ly corrupt; butto corrupt, and then tosede:,
and making all glac—and close behind the s a work of time; and it is to the cred
£rmning furies of revenge. human nature that virtue is often &
Ramorgny, who knew the velatile nature €0ough to maintain its place against thez
of the Prince, waited paticnily until the plea, tacks of the most insidious echemers.
sures of the first moon were experienced and it was now Ramorgny’s effort to roust
.exhausted. He knewthe Prince’s seutiments  guspicions of the Prince as to his juied

.
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fafely from the designs of his uncle. He in-
vented a story of a conversation which had
teenoverheard between Albany and a ruffian
dicnemployed by bim to execute his purpo-
wsof revenge. The import of this conversa-
wn was, that Albany, having been super-
eded in hisoffice of goveruur, had resolved
gpon acquiring it again, and that he could
rot succeed in that resulution so long as the
Prince was alive—that he accordingly hinted
wthe ruffian that it would be pleasaut to him
‘fheheard that the Duke no longer hved—
and that for such information a reward would
tegiven suffizient (o stimulate the niost scrus

" pulous executioner that ever aided an dnhap-
pman across the Stygian stream.  All this
wascommunicated to Rothsay by Ramorgny
jna whisper, and with an appearance, wune,
“and manner, suited to the awlul nature of
the intelligence. The Duhe believed the
sory,and bursting forth iuto an extravagant
wlly of indignation, cried—

s1tis time that Princes of the Liood royal
fould exert the power in defence of them-—
wlves, which is entrusted td them for the de-
Ence of others, when villians, in broad day,
liyschemes for their lives. Fcan plainly see,
wd h:ve long seen, that thisman and 1 can-
wt live in the same age. Secotland is too
mrrow for us—and the vice-royal chair must
tepolluted with blood ! Yet shall age sup-
fant youth 2 Is it meet that time should go
tckwards, and that by force and through
thod the order of nature should be changed?
1t shall not be so. If one isto 1all, nature
tarself points out the victim—and that victim
sAlbany 1

These words, uttered in anger, and invent-
Wmerely to indicate the injustice of Albany’s
xheme, and the necessity ol'self-detence, in
Heevent of its being attempted to he carned
*:_execution, were carefully noted by Ra-
wgay,s creature, who was in hearing.—
Ty were plainly capahle, however, of
‘tother construction by a person who did not
‘zarihe rest of the conversation and under-
and their application. They might mean
2atRothsay intended to get his uncle out

-the way—a construction which did not 1l
xod with the feeling’s which existed n
2 Prince’s mind against the disturber of hus
%, ifthese had been formed 1 another

-, but unjustified by the Prince’s noble
-sition, which would have despised any
Fethand scheme to rid himself of' hus bat-
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terest enemy. The words were, however,
uttered, and noted, and remembered ; and !
they were not uttered in vain.

Ramorgny having thus procured evi lenee
of the Prinee’s designs ngainst the lile of lis
uncle, repaired to Alhany, and narrated to
him the statements made by the Duke, aid
referred him, for corrobor tion, to bisservant
—Aibauy wihed nothing more ardently than
this communication ; and even without it, he
would have been o'lud to have juined Ra-
niorgny in any stheme for the removal of hug
rival.  Other enemfes were broughit iuto ac-
tion. Sir William Lindsay of Rosste, whuse
sister the Duke had loved and deserted, md
Archubald Dooglas, the brother of Elizaheth,
pqued by dome private féeling, were willig
to aid in the death of one who ligd courted
the relative of one of them to desert her, and
marrieit thatof the other to treat her witi
neglert. "Phat the Prince was unkind or un-

Faithfél wo his wif®, who bore a repuration of
beifre = fair dnd atniible, has been Licated
by somne historian$ ds a niere fuble, resurted -
to by the’ unnatural Barl, her brother, as a
palliative of conduét which it was not swted
to render in the siightest degree less revoit-
ifg. There is reason, however, to suppose
that Lindsay had some cause {ur his resent-
ment, in the desertion of his sister,who loved
the Duke, and never recovered from the el-
fects of his unfaithial conduct.

The first projest of these conspirators, was
worthy of the 1alents of the individuals who
had determined to prostitute the best of the
eifts of GGod to destroy one of his cieatures.—
It was resolved to work uptn the King in
such a way as to procure f.om him some 10~
ken of his disapprobation of the conduct of his
som. Itis difflcult now 1o ascertain how this
was effected, as there is no doubt that Roth-
s1y still held a strong claim on the aflections
of his father. The result, however, shews
that the means must have heen of'an extra~
ordinary nature—for King Roberttwas got 10
sign a writ for the confinement of the Prince
—It is very probable that nothibyg nore was
intended by this than to shew the ing’s dis-
pleasure, which would gradually relax asine
slight punishment wrought the expected
amendment. .. has been doubted whether
such writ was ever truly signed by the King
—and surely it 1z not d.flicult tosuppose that
the men who holding the gates of the palkice
tu their hands, coytd adingt or deny whons
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ihey chose to the royal presence, would not
sop at forgery, which they could conceal, if
they had made up their minds to wurder,
which hag seldom or ever been successfully
concealed: But it matters not inso far as
fegards the fate of the Prince, whether the
writ was e;en‘uin'e or nat. It was acted upon
and tife unfoitoriate son ofa King waa seized
by his enemies, Druclae and Hamargny,
fashed in his royal robes to the back of a sor-
Ty pony, and hﬁrned through Fife, toa pri=
on a«lwmmg to tho p'\lacc of Falkland.

Thé unh'mry Prmce now eaw that }us
death waa deternuned—-but he little suspect-
ed what was to be its eruel nature. The
work of his efiemies was done; het they had
tlelegdted what even their, hard fiearts could
not accomplish to ruffians from whose bosoma
every humane feeling had been long eradi-
tated: He was put under the charze of two
men. brought it is supposed from Aberdeen—
a locality as far from the scene of the tragedy
th.ey werk to perlort as possible—called John
Wright and John Selkirk, names thiit re-
maitied infdinous in Scotland fir many a day
~the laces of thege men, filled with the ex-
pression of a determivation to resist eveyy
feeling of humanity, contrasted strange(y
with the counténance of the royal yomh——
farmed by nalurc, and moulded by his #ym-
parhies, to speak eloquently the languace of
affection, and reflect the fair lineaments of
the most beaittiful of the graces. It required
only one glance bf the Prince’s inquring eye
to =ee that, if his fate depended, upon the
feelings of these men, he had no chance of
salvation in this world.

The ruffians having thrown thé unforth-
nate youth into bne of the low dungeons bf
the prison, without speaking a word, were
prepdring to leave him, when urged by feel-
ings of despair, he féll on his knees and he-
secched them totell him what commission
they had got from Lis eneties for the fulfil-
ment of his Tale.

« “Tell me, good friends,” he cried, ¢

what shape death is to come to the son of a
king, that he may prepare his mind to mbet
his end a< becometh a man. Grant e, at
{east, the privilege of dying by my own hand
that the descendantof Bruce may escape
the fate ol maleluctors, or the mangled ter-
mination f the devoted viciim of revenge.—
=You aie not, you cannot be so bad s the
Bternnces ol office wakes you appear.  Shali

Priveeof Seotland:

the Prince of Scot!and ue in vain tathe syl
jects of hie father for the hoon of a dagger
Merciiul Lseaven! am I refused this reques
Then iserielty to be added to injustice ; an
perhapsstaration—dreadful thonght! awai
me with irer attendant agonics,”

As the unfortunate Prince uttered thes
words, he fell on the damp floor of the ilun
geon. His appeal preduced nothing but
hollot erowl, more like the sound of a mas
tifPs anger than the voice of'a human being
Turning abruptly from him, they left hir
bxtended en the Zround, and in an insan
feemedto be entirely occupiéd about the man
ner in which they should secure, with doub!
certainty, the doot bf the dungeon. On liftine
hishead; the victim heard nothing but th
harsh expostulatioris of the two men, as the
diflercd about the expediency of riveting th
irdn bars by which the door was fastened. -

The wretched yolith had trily anticipate’
ELisfate. Starvation was the mode of den
fiked upon by his cowardly murderers—whr
might have been accomplished in an jrstar
was prolonged for many days. Cruelty wa
indeeds as he had said, added to injnstien;
and the mercifiii death of the malefactor ¢
the gallows, was denied to the heart-rendir
entreaties of a prince.  For fifteen days, &
cording to a historian, he was suflered
remain without food, under the charge
Wright and Selkirk, whose task it was
watch the agony ol their victim till it end.
in death. It issaid, that, for a while t
W etched prisoner was preserved ina remar
‘able wanner, by the kinduess of a poor w
man, who in passing through the garden
Falkland, was attrdcted; by his groans .
the grated window of his dungeon, whi
was level with the ground, and became &
quainted with hisstory. Tt Was her cust
to steal thither at nizht, and bring him fi.
by dropping smali ¢akes through the gratii
whilst nulk, conducted through a pipeto.
mouth,was theonly way he could he suppl
with drink.  But Wright and Selkirk ¢
p becting, from his appearance, that het
some secret supply, watched, and detec
the charitabie visitant, und the Prince s
abandoned to his fate.

Such was the death assigned (o thesn
a king, the most beautitul, the most e
ging, the most generous—what pity s¢
ad!, the most volatile and irregular thate
was horn to a kingdom, amidst the acels:
tiois of & loving people |
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Tous theré are few things that appear
e melancholy or more uflecting thau the
s of a deserted dwellne house, which
+hand of time has unrosfed and laid pros-
4.y There is, we think, something im-
~sive, sadly impressive, in its cold, desolite
anments, now exposed to the rdin and the
4 of heaven, its eyeless windows, and
ymidated doorway—nay, there is an iter=
=stescited even by the traces of the [asten-
sof the clapboard on the wall, and of the
il fire in the chill, gaping, and ruinous
vmney. Al all, speak forcibly of decay,
JAtell of the transitoriness of the things of
sikephemeral world:
In contemplating such scenes ag this—and
«ee, perhaps, the feelings we have alluded
~the imagination sets to work, and paints
o paints the happy groups that once as-
abled around the then cheerful, but now
Hand desolate hearth, or recalls the joy-
ahngh of the deferted mansion’s young
aatey, with all the hilarious din and bustle
t3 numerons and happy family ; or, may-
s it may dwell oni the hopes&nd and fears
heir elders, now both terminated for ever.
‘o the (evene is wound up by the sad in=
ay—" Where are they all now ? 2 And the
xy Is answered bya o'uqt of wind rushing,
th melancholy sound,through the deaerted
artments, and waving in its progress, the
“zgrass and netiles with which they are
goWn.
Yar arve we sure that these feelings ap‘d
-giatons  are coufined to the ruins of
eesol note slone,to the deserted mansions
the great or the wealthy. 1n our own
s atany rate,we are certain they are not;
.we have felt them all and with equal
«, when contemplating the vuins of'a cot-
%; and on no occason were we more
et their infuence, than when viewing
ergmains of a humble domicile as that we
salluded to, in the course of an excur-
Blast sumnzer,through the wilds of Niths-
‘& But, then, we must confess, there was
duy,aa affecting one, conuected with the
Ay dwelling, which might, nay, which
have added to the interest with which
«entemplated itsruins. Theseruins, con-
agol one gable, and a smail portion of
<tide walls, tozether with the remains of
o, loose stone dyke, that once formed the
Jadary of the little garden or * kail yard,

which was attached to ihe house, are situa*
ted in a remote sequestered spot in the district
abiove named.

At the period of the storywe are now about
to relate toour readers, the httle cottage of
wlieh we hate spoken, was inhabited by a
wiwow woman of the nameof Riddel,and an
only cluld. a son, of about thirteen vears of
age.

Mrs. Rildels hushand who was now dead
several years, was % poer but most industri-
ous and piots man, who wrought at such
country work as the newhiorhood afforded.
His gains were, it will readily be believed,
but moderate} yet a frigal, absteminue, and
exeeedingly temperdte hfe, cnabled him to
purchase the cottaze Le inhabited, with the
gardenattathed to ity and, m time, to add to
these possessions & cow. But, beyond this,
the poor man was uot periitted to increase
hig store.  Deatti cut shoit his days,and left
the widow and her son to reap the benefit of
his prudence and indu~iry; and no small
matter was this found, wheun there was none
other to assist then, Tie cow, the coltage,
and the garden, were 1o them great riches,
And thankful 16 her Gad vwas the widow, for
the mercies He had bestowed on her; not
the least of twhich was the happiness she
found in her boy, who was, to her, all that
shie could wishy James \vas, indeed, such a
gon as 4 mother nnght bé proud of. He was
mild, dutil@d, yet bold and active, and gave
promise of being mure thin usually hand-
some. He loved his mutiser with the most
sincere and devoted affection; and though
only in his thirteeuth yea, earned nearly the
wages ol @ fall Zrown man; and, any who
had gecn the delight and ¢xultation express-
ed in Riz ebe, as he poured his weekly wages
into his mother’s, they would have felt as-
sured that these were the happiest moments
of his life.

Thus, what with the little property she
possessed, and 1he earnings of her son, Wid-
ow Riddel’s lonely cottage presented as pleas-
ing a picture of com'ort, in humble way, as
mizht anywhere be seen; nor could two
bappier beings be foumd within the county
—we might extend it o the kingdom==than.
he worthy widow and her son,  But inseru-
table are the ways of Provilence—dark and
inscrutuble, indecd, hi'ce they permitted alf
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is humble happiness to be blighted inan
instant, and ruin aud desolation to overtake
its unoffending possessors,

It was on a fine summer afternoon, in
the year 1746, about two months alter the
battle of Culloden, that Widow Riddel, as
she sat knitting stockings on the little rustic
seat in the garden, which hPrlson had made
for her accommodation; and while thie former
was busily cmployed beside her puttihg some
geeds into the ground, harpening to look
dmvn into the little strathor valley taat lay
aimost immediately below )th‘ cottage, saw
what was to hor a very untsual and alarm-~
ing sicht. This was a party of dragoons.—
She had heard much of the craelties and
atrocicites that hil Been perpbtrated by the
gosernmient tronpaon the persons and proper-
ties of the insurgents, whose hopes had been
laid prostrate dt Cullodet ; and shé Was not
ignorant of lhv military despousm which
generally pr évailad over the Jingdom tn cons
requence of that victory: But she had yet
to learn.and the lesson was niow to be taught
her by fearful e%perience, hotwv indiserimina~
ting was the vengcance of the rtithless and
sanguinary rufitans, to whom the power of
inflicting chastisement hiad been infrosted:

On observing ti&e soldiers, Widow Radd&
immediately called hér son’s dtiention to
them, and wondered wiiere they could be
going to. This was soon made plain enough.
1n a moment after, ghe herself exclaimed—=

-« Mercy on us, Jamie! they’re Somin here:
What'ih @ the earth can they be wantin

Next minute, the dragoons were in front
of the cotage; when one of them distioum-
ed and advancing towards the widow, in-
quired if there were any rebels shulking
wiereabonts.

“ Oh, no, sir, no,” replied the terrified wo-

man, “ there’s naebody o that kind in this
guarter, I assure you,

“Well, well, so much the better, goad
woman lor hoth you and theth; but, Isiy,
we're starving of hynger, ¢ can ye let's
have something to eat 2?

* Blithely, gir, biythely,” rejoined poor Mrs.
Riddel, delighted to find mauers taking o
amicable a turn: I haena inuckle, sirs, ye're
welcome to what I hae. And she bustled into
the enttage, and, with the assistance of her
‘gon, brought out & quautity of oaten cakes,

cheese, and aweet milk, on which the soljy
made a hearty meal.

Now, alter this kindness of the widow',
or even without it, into whose head or hey
but that of anincarnate fiend, or monster
human shape, could it have entered 1o
her a mischief? Yet such a wretéh w
amongst the troopers who now surreund
her humble dwelling, and had partak
of her hospitality. Just before the par
started, the ruffian who first addressed M
Riddel, asked her, with an affected ag
kindpess, how she lived.

“Indeed, sir” replied the uneuypect
widow, “ the bit cow there,” pointing to ¢
#nimal which wa¥ grazing ata lidle ¢
tance, “ an’ the bit garden, wi’ what thel
die can earn, fsu’that I hae to depend up
but, wi' God’s bléssing, it's eneuch, an’ -
dresincerely tha‘nkx‘u ?

To this affecting detail of her humble-
murce the villain made noe reply, but dv
a pistol from his holster, and, riding up tot
poar woman's cow, discharged it thronght
head, when the animal instantly felf do
Jead. Notsatisfed with this heartlessat
city, ruffan leapet the garden wall, with:
forse and delberately trode down ev
growing thing it (Eoﬁ’laihed and thosett
the feet of his charzer could not reach,
destroyed with his sable.

Having c"mmx'tcd this unnameahle vil ]
ny, the morister rejoined his comrades, lav:

ing and shommg out as he went, in exul.
tion ut the deed.

“ There, pou old devil,” he exclaimet
* ‘hat will put it out of vour power to has
any rascally rebels, or if you do, they m.
strave.”

Inaninstantalterwards,the party rode
1Zaghing heartily at the mischief done
t.er comrade, of which they all secmed
approve.

It would be a vain task o attempt to.
pict the distress and misery of the berea.
widow, witea she fouud herself thusspdd
ly debrived of her alf. This sceue is b
to the imagination of the reader, Wring
her Bands in bitter agony,she rushed inte
house flung herself on her bed, where:
gave way to the sorvow that overwheln
her. From that bed she never arose. 4+
lent iliness, the consequence of dreadd
excited and agitated feetings, scized her,t
terminated her existence,
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Aaiing her illness, her poor boy never left
dedside.  There he remained night and
- endeavoring to cheer the spirits of his

mmrent and to make her lock lightly on
‘misfortunes that had befallen them.

‘Jiana, mother—dinna tak it so much at
. Never mind it, mother he would say;
mstrong and able to work for you, and,
-hall never want so fong as l can earn
any; and Dl putthe garden inta ds guid
rag ever it was. Jt’s no near sae much
wed as ye think, mmher and whats to
“rme to buy you acuw by and by, as
Aasmy faither did. Tit& sune hac as much
#sas he had, and l’m sare Ll guide it
seel, for your saket énd oh one ceca-
“the poor boy thinking to msrease the
“sof the consolation he was z;dmmnster-
-added— “And wha kens,' méther, butl
1ret meet the villain sogiewhere, and be

“ged o him for what he has dune to ust™ r

Yy son, speak nat of revenge !’ said the
‘swoman, It is unbecoming a Chris-
1 Leave vengeance in the haugds of God,
3
“ehoy was silenced by ths reproof, but
wn hardly say cleansed of the spirit of re-
«wwhich had been kindled in‘his youth-
. lwom against the author of their ruin.
athe following day, the widow expired ;
Lo the fourth thereaflez‘, Her sou
sed her remains tq' the grave,—
feretarned not agaih, 'AY the conclis
fthe ceremony he .sudden%} disappear-
ud no gne *knew whither he had gone,
% weeks, months, and Gyears passed
«away, but no mtul‘twenca eyer reach-
aeael,,hborhood of what destiny hud bes
athe nrpi;an boy.
lineen years after thig, the famous bartle
¥inden was jou“ht by Prince Ferdinand
 the I‘rench. True, but what has
lodo thh (;he story of the widow and

auem'e, good reader, and you shall hear.
-Aated with the army of Prince Ferdi-

"gs;;
nand, there was a Jgige hody of British horea
under Lord George Suckville; and these
shared in the dangers and glory of the vie=
tory. On the evening of the day on which
the batde was fought, a party of these dru-
gooag were assembled in o tavern, where
th were boasting loudly, in their cups, of
the feats they had performed, when one of
them, striking the table fiercely with his
clenched fist, “swhre that when he was in
Scotland, he had done & niore merstouous
thing thzm any of ;hem.

" What was tha.t, Tom-—what was that?”?
shqnted out his companions at once.

" Y¥h y starving an old witch in Nithedale,

ta he mre,” replied the fellow. * We first,
yoit #ég—for theré was a pasty of us—ate up
‘all §he had, and then I paid the reckoning
by shoptmﬂ' her cow, and riding down her
"reem.” -
“ And dom’t you repentit 7" exelaimed a
younn‘ soidxer, suddenly rising from his sedt
at tiye upper end of the apartment, and ap-
proaching the speaker, as he put the question
e kIgén’t you repent it

“ Repent what 27 said the ruffian, fierce-
Iy, “Repent such a matter as that! No.
I glory in iL?

*Then, villain ! said the youth, unsheath-
ing his sword—" know that that woman was
my mother; and since you do not repent the
deed, you <balldxe for it Draw and defend
yourself.?

TFhe dragoon sprang to his feet—a combat,
ensped; and, after two or three passes, the
latter fas stretehed lileless on the foor,

“ Had you repented,” said the youth, look-
ing towards the corpse as he sheathed his
sword, I would have left you in the hands
af your God ; but since you did not, I have
made myself the instrument of his ver~
geance.”

Young Riddel afterwards rose to the rank
of Captain in the British service, and great-
ly distinguished himsel! in the German wars,



38 ” Ferses.

+

The writer ol the following Verses, lays no claim to originality, or the favour of the
Muges. The tantahzing nature of hig occupation, (that of *“ chopping the mind o bt for
babes”)precludes the possibility of cultivating what smallshare of meuntal talent, pnatare muy
have aljotted 1o hun. 1, however, he has sueceeded in giving expresson to any of thee

heart-gtirring feclings which must, in a greater or ives degree, pervade the breast of every
son of the mountain, who has had the pleasure of peiusing Wilson’s beautiful and accori
delineations, of the manners, customs, and scenery, ot his native Jand—all the purpose o)
his writing is accomplished.  He has only to add,”that the more immediate cause of hif
appearing hefore the pablic was the delay whigh took place. either in the printing ar for.
warding of the 10:h uumber of the Canadian edition of ** Zhe Tules of the Dorders.

Thrice welcome to my woodland cot, When mind to mind, and soul to soul,
Though long delayed, vet hast thou po¢ United rose ’bove earth’s control,
Neglected to appearat last,

Recalling dreawms ol days gone past. Though now beyond the Atlantic’s wave

In search of Fortune and a grave—
Though far removed from Scotia’sstrand,  Though now from (riends and home exiled
My olt-remembered native land— Ia far Columbia’s sylvan wild.

Her fertile meads, and dewy dales,

1sec in * Wilson’s Border Tales.” Although within our social range

We see and feel all faces strange ;
Her beauteous maids and manly sons— Althbugh beneath, above, around,
Her mountains clad with blooming whins~  Strange scenes our mortal part surround
Her level lawns, bedecl’t with green, '

Qut-vieing ** gold or jewels’ sheen.” *Mid all the changes of the earth,

We love the land that gave us dirth—
Her heroes who, in days ofyore, No other clime, ‘twjxt pale and pole,
Tor freedom freely shed their gore, Can wrest our own Jand from the soul¥*
Here, by a master-hand pourtrayed, ©Oh then declare the tribute due

Are all before the mund arrayed. To him, who can those scenes reney~—
And make them o’er the soul retyin

“ 1n thoughts that breathe and wardstl

burn.* )

Tia sweet 10 bend th’ enraptured thought,
Oan scenes, where youthful fancy wrouglit
In drens, the schemes of coming years,
« Where uo grief-bodivg cloud appears. More worthy he, of patriot’s name,
<3 - Than he who earns a warrior’s fame—
[On scenes, where op’ning manhood wove More worthy of a laurel wreatlt
The ardent laysof early love, Than he who gl Xs in death
T'o some fair rastic maid addres’, ~than he who glory seeks in Ceatl
W hose sighs requiting love confest, And “ Wilson"s” name far famed shalll
\Where'er the breeze of Heaven blowsf:
While Scotia's sons can sing his praigg
In their own native, artless lays,

On ecenes where flowed the social glass
“Fo fiiendship’s growth” puequalled l:jlim,
‘When bosom croaies, tried and true,
Could een onr gricfs with joy bedew. Long may he tread his native sod,

. L Esteemed by man, and blessed by G
Whose sacred hours to F! S
ose sacred houts to Friendship given, And b.d adieu to Earth’s renown,

Fit emblems of the joys of Heaven— "T'o find in Heaven a matchless crom,

Esquesing, Upper Canada, September J7th, 183. W.G§

*it K . ) .
* Celum, non azimumn mutant, qui trans mare currunt,



