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THE CHILDREN IN THE PEWS.

Louking back over a score or more of
years we dwellers in this part of the world
eannot holp obsorving a change in the
fecling of parents about the dusy of
taking their children to tho house of God.
Isita sign of the decadence of family
religion that we sv seldom—in our cities,
at least—saee the whole family, father,
mother, brothers, sisters, seated rever-
ently together in the family pew? Cer-
tainly, the younger generation of parents
do not seem impressed with the obliga-
tion of training the children in regular,
constant attendance on the sanctuary, an
attendance which in our dag was never
intermitted except by sevore illness, ' -

We donot usually discover that people
act in other departments of education in
precisely the way they do with reference
to church-going. Quite the contrary is
the rule, The little girl hates the
drudgery of piano-practice, would far
rather be out with her hovop or her skip-
ping rope ; but not on that account does
her relentless mother allow the expensive
lessons to cease, nor permit any neglect of
the tiresome five finger exercises. *‘Dear
madam,” says the pitying friend, ‘“ your
little one will detest that piano if sheis
forced to practice. Why not wait until
she is old’ enough te see for herself the
advantage of a kuowledge of music, and
to long for facility in fingering?” The
wise mother smiles, superior to such silly
blandishments. “It will then be too
late,” she remarks. *¢This is the golden
time for training in technique. My child
will one day thank me for my present
severity."”

It is terribly hard work to teach some
children to read and write, but the
teacher does not therefore dismiss them
from school. Left to his own freedom of
choice many a lad would prefer pluy to
study, but his father -puts no premium
upon truancy. He knows full well that
if his son is to receive educational discip-
line he must go o -school every .day,
whether he likes it or not.

I bolieve that the weak and trival be-
havior of parents in this matter is having
an unfavorable effect on the characters of
the children intrusted to them. Children
ought, as a thing of course, fo go to
chureh, and to prayer-meeting too, with
older people from the time that they are
old enough to dosv. They are old enough

»

4

assoon as they can talk and walk, Never
mind their taking a nap, cuddled agoinat
the mother’s arm, Never mind their oc-
casional change of position. It is of the
greatest importance that o habit of church-
going shall be so formed that they shall
never remember a time when the Saubbath
bell did not summon them to God’s house
with an imperative emphasis in its sound.

We underrate the intelligenco of our
children when we fancy that they do not
understand any thing of what they hear
as they sit in the pew. There are often
bits in the sermon which they do thor-
oughly comprehend and other bits which
set them to thinking, A little talk at
home, over the sermon, often brings out
ihe children's interest. Then the sermon
is not gvery thing; there are the prayers,
the songs of choir and congregation, the
reading of the Word. The whole service,
at its longest, an hour and a half, is not: so
lung that it need tax any child beyond his
or her easy endurance.— Juterior.

READING THE BIBLE FOR ONE-
SELF.

Much ia said nowadays, and very pro-
perly, about reading the Bible, becoming
familiar with its history and doctrines,an
being able to quote it correctly and perti-
nently. Ministers, theological students,
Sabbath school teachers, parents, all Chris-
tians and everybody eclse, are urged to
read and study the Word of God. The
Scriptures cannot be perused and investi-
gated too much. Because of the want of
a thorough acquaintance with them a good
deal of preaching that is orthodox is des-
titute of weight, force and flavor, and the
personal piety of many is irresolute and
feeble. Butitis particularly in reading
the Bible with a view to personal religious
“edification that we so often come short.
We study its history, its blessed doctrines,
its purevprecepts, the high duties to which
it calls us, and the glorious glimpses it
gives us of the future; but we fail to ap-
ply it to the states of our own hearts, our
feelings, our desires and'the ordering of
our lives. Eminent saints “have always
feasted much upon the Word of God. To
them it has heen ** profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for instruction in righteous-
ness.” It has been with them a promin-
ent characteristic ‘to desire the sincere
milk of the Word -that they might grow
thercby. A soul not fed by -Gud's truth
will not bo rich in grace. —Pres. Banner.

B
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We are sure that all our readers will
sympathize deeply with Mr. and Mrs.
Mackenzie in their trial. Between the
prospect of their having Jesuit piiestsas !
their neighbors, the enmity to the gospel !
yet manifested by the natives of Mali, the '
sickness, the loss of their little ane, and
no friend near oxcept thuse lately won
fromn heathenism, and the prospect of hav-
ing to send away their children in a little
time, not to get them back after tley havo
completed their education but to ineet
them seldum again in this life, these things
make up a burden that to the eyeof sense
seems heavy indeed. But He whom they
serve and trust will fulfil His promise.
** As thy day so shall thy strength be.”
May we not hear in fancy coming from
that lonely island the cry to the church at
home *‘ Brethren pray for us.”

Miss Semple’s many friends will be glad
to learn that her ‘health is re-established.
She is to return to Trinidad inmediately
to take charge of the school at Princes-
town, Miss Semple has proved herself a
most efticient laboror, having done excel-
lent work during the four years that she

was in the mission, and now that her
henlth is restored she is maost anxious te
return to the work to which sheis so mudh
attached.

tev. W. L. Macrac writes from Princes
town, Trinicad, under date March 3lst:
“ We bad two marringes to-day in Prin.
cestown, which caused quite an excite-
ment, viz.: C. C. Svodeen, our catechist,
and Rupandyal, one of our school teach-
ers. They warried two of the givls which
Miss Blackadder brought up. The name
of the one Soodien married was Jessie
Campholl, called after Miss Jessie Camp-
bell of Halifax,"” now Mis, Dr. McLeod of
Tlorburne, Pictou Co

The Mission Council in Trinidad is anx-
ious to extend the work of the mission
in that island and throughout the group.

| There are yet two distriets in Trinidad
| which they have mt been able to over

take, vize:  Cedros and Chaguanos. The
district of Cedros lies about 30 miles by
steamer from San Fernando, is the South
West point of Trinidad, and has a pupu-
Iation of about 46C0.  Chagianos district
lies on the Railway between Caroni and
Couva, and bas a population of nculy
4000 immigrants trom India, or as they
are s0 often called Coolics.

Mr. Murton, secretary of the DMissiem
Council, writes:

**One principal reasun why these fields
have not been pressed on the attention of
your RBcard, has been the State of your
funds. Now we feel it our duty to press
for the appointment of Soodeen and to
bring forward Cedros also, lest the re-
spunsibility of delay rest in any way vpen
us. These fields are now open to us and
if we can take them up we will o¢ cer with
our work all the imrortant districts of the
és]nnd, except one to the West of Port of

pain.

Our Indian population isnow estimat-
ed av 60,000.”
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A large itom in the inzome of tho mis-
sion in Trinidad is the amount given
by the government of Trinidad for schools
under the supervision of our wissivnnaries,
and by the Estate-owners, for the support
of missionaries, and by the native con-
verts, the whole mnount thus given in
Trinidad Jast year, mmounting to more
than wag sent by our Church to that field.
For the last two or three yeavs, about half
the expenses of that mission has been con-
tributed on the field.

Taking both scctions of the Chureh it
will be seen from the statements given in
another column that while the giving for
Toreign Missions has been larger than
over before it is not yot quite lurge enough
to meet the claims upon it. The demand
and success of the work in the mission
field both eall for n hemtier response on
bohalf of Foreign Missions.

In the Island of Trinidad alone we have
about 0,000 immigrants from Indin, An
Indin in mininture, with this exception,
that in Trinidad the bonds of Cart2 which
hinder to such an extent the work in India,
are broken. And the peoplo ara much
more accessible, Many of these people
remain in Trinidad and will constitute a
permancut church there, many of them
when the term of years for which they
came to labor has expired, go back to
Tadin, and taking with them the gospel
which they have lenrned, ave practically
missivnaries among the millions of that
land. This ons element, the influence of
returning emigrants upon the future of
India, while not & very conspicuous agency,
is wue of the things that will play nosmall
part in leavening that mighty Ewnpire with
freedom, knowledge, and Christianity.

The report of the Mission Council in
Ceutral Indin as given in this issue brings
vividly before tha church that the harvest
is plenteous and the laborers few. But
one missionary for every million and ahalf
of people! Five missionaries amoug cight
or ten millions! What are these among
so many ?  Surely the church should give
herself no rest until she has set in oevery
considerable town or city a light in their
darkness,

The Presbyterian Church in the United
States, North, has for some years had a
heavy burden of debt in its Foreign

They are now rejoicing
over the removal of that incubus, This
has beon acecomplished in two ways, First
by an carnest effort in the way of larger
giving, and, secondly, by n way that is not
so much & matter for congratulation but
which, though dane with regret, scemed
nocessary, that is, lessening their expendi-
ture. The diminishing of the grants to
th different fields was keenly folt, both
by tho workers abrond and by the Church
at home, bul it secemod imperative, and
now that Clurch starts another yoar of
wission work with a clean sheet.

This smmo church has another cause for
joy. One of its mission fields is in Siam,
and both the King and Queen of Siam
have recently shown great intevest in both
the school and hospital work, giving sub-
staytial aid and, what is of more impor-
tance in such a country, their henrty and
cordial good will and wishes, fulfilling the
prophecy that kings shall be nursing
fathers and queens nursing mothers to the
church. The missionaries in Siam ave in
grenf joy over the bright prospects of their
work.

Mission Fuud.

FR.-;.NCE IN THE NEW HEBRIDES.

The Free Church of Scotland monthly
speaks « f the French aggressions in the
Now Hcbrides as follows ”

**We learn from Sydney that the
French continue to strengthen their
position in Fate or Sundwich Island, and
that the Mariste priests have renewed
their aggression. The Government agent
of a labor schooner reports :—

‘ When in_ Port Sandwich on 9th De-
cember the French officers told mo they
were about to erect forts for the protec-
tion of the port—one at the north head,
ona at the end of the hasbor facing the
entrance, and one near the cumpany’s
store ; also, that the number of soldiers
was to be incressed to twe hundred -and
twenty, and new barracks were to be
built,  Whilst in Uraparapara, on the 8th
January, the natives reported that a
Frexch warship had been there and had
pegged off land nearthe entrance to the
harkor, on both sides of the heads, on
which b was said they intended to evest
sinall batteries. Whilst at Port Olroy,
Sauto, the French despatch vessol Guichen
camng to an anchorage and landed a white
missionary priest. I boarded her, and
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was told by the commander that they had, l

within three days prior, land id three other
priests—-two at Mali, in the harbor of
Sandwich, and one on private propeity at
Proctor's Bay."” -

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

T0 THE FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF
THE POINTE-AUN-TREMBLES MISSION
SCHOOLS,

At the close of another session wo wish
to let you know about some of the work
being dono here through your liberality.
We believe that we have had not only your
money but also your prayers— for, like
Moses of old, we have felt our hands sus-
tained all through our winter's work.

Maximum number of pupils, 120; aver-
age number, 113.  Of this number there
were 71 converts and 49 Roman Catholics.

Our schools ave divided into four classcs
(boys and_girls taking their lessons to-
gether), The lowest class is composed of

are invited to join, and we hopo that this
 may be u rallying point—a bond of union
; among us—and that by our united efforts
wo may be able to spread the knowledge
of the Gospel among the French Cana-
dians that are still without the true light.
’ The pupils of this year have already sub-
| seribed S130, to be cmployed in some
: branch of French Evangelization,  Our
Scholars are showing mcre independence,
i, ¢, n greater desire to pay their own
way. Now we receive ten times the
. amount of schoul fees that we used to re-
,ceive some years ago; and, considering
that thirty-five of our pupils are entirely
“dependent on themselves, we think it
speaks well for their perseverance. Nt
, that we are receiving pupils from a higher
»class than we did formerly, for we have
, twenty here this year who are the children
of the first pupils of this mission, and
many others belong to familics whose
names have appeared on our registers for
several years past. This leads us to be- *

53 beginners, half of whom did not know | lieve that the religious training that has
their letters last October— now all of them | been received here has not been in vain,
can read fairly well, excepting four.  The | and that it is lifting the people up.

second cliss is taught all the subjects |  Another fact we would bring before you
found in our common schoul curriculum. | is this: Although four evangelical denom-
The third class takes, inaddition, Algebra, | inations are cnpaged in this work of edu-
Euclid and Latin; while the fourth and | cating French Canadians, yet last year wo

highest class, in addition to these last,
takes Greek, Literature and Universal
History.

Twenty-eight of our pupils have been
hopefully converted to the Savivur during
the session, and 15 have applied for work

during the vacaticn, cither as’ teachers or |

colporteurs.  As the Board were well sat-

isfied with most of the work done by them |

last year, they propose employing quite a
vumber of them again.

Our ¢ Temperance Society,” established
thirteen years ago, still flourishes, and was
augumented this year by the names of a
large number of our new pupils.

A ‘ Debating Society,” started three
years ago by the boys, is still carried on.
We find that these debates have been of
great benefit to many of them—Ilst, by
causing them to read more; 2nd, by giving
them greater fluency in speech, Now a
number of them take part in our prayer
meetings, ete., which were formerly en-
tively carried on by the masters.

This year, feeling that enough interest
has not been shown by our former pupils
in Frauch Evangelization, we havestarted
a Missionary Society, which all old pupils

had a larger number of applications for
admission than ever before.su that wefeel,
and we are sure that you also will sce, the
necessity of an effort being made to in-
crease our accommodation for the recep-
tion of a larger number of pupils. Last’
year we rejected over 160 applications for
want of room, and for several years large
numbers have been sent away for the same
reasvn. Shall we then let these grow up
in ignorance of the Gospel? Shall we let
them go to Roman Catholic colleges or
convents, or shall we pour of our abund-
ance into the treasury of the Lord, and
thas right early 1—so that before another
session opens such additions may be made
to our buildings that we may be able to
receive all that come.
Yours faithfully,
J. BourGorx, Principal.

Pointe-aux-Trembles, May 2nd, 1887,

P. S.—All contributions should be sent
to the Rev. R. H. Warden, 198 St. James
Street, Montreal. The friends wko have
not yet forwarded their scholarships for
the session just closed are respectfully
asked to do sv as soon as convenient.
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THE FOREIGN MISSION FUXD.

EASTERN SECTION.

[T
In our last issue the State of the For-
eign Mission Fund was given, up to Apiil
28th. During the following week a con-
siderable sum was received so that the
close of the accounts shews the Fund to
beo ina mnuch better condition than it was
a week previously,

The whole expenditure for the
year in the fields under the
charge of the Eastern Divi-
sion has been

The receipts have been

§20,752.78

Deficit on the yenr 351.22
Former Dobt 2,030.23

Total deficit at present on the
work under the charge of the

Eastern Division <« 2,381.45

On the whole the state of the work
during the year has been encouraging.
The receipts have not quite cqualleﬁ the
expenditure. The adverse balance has
slightly increased but the increase has
been very trifling. There is room for en-
couragement when we can look at a year's
work done and feel that it is paid for, and
thus be quit of the disheartening cry of
debt.  Men and women are the more en-
couraged to give because they feel that
their offerings do not have to go to pay
old debts but to do new work for the Lord.

"This expenditure, besides the old ficlds
of the New Hebrides and Trinidad, in-
cludes the newer field of Demarara,where
Mr. Gihson is laboring, whose salary has
Leen paid in part by the Western Section
of the Church, and partly by the Presby-
terian Missionary Society of West Caast,
Demarara, but is under the charge of the
Eastern Division of the Committee, and
the monies are transmitted to it through
the Eastern Agency. This sum of £200
paid by the Western Section of the
Church and transmitted through the East-
ern Agency is included in the above ac-
count.

Of the remaining ndarly $20,000, the
Church in the Maritime Provinces raised
about $17,000. The remaining nearly
$3,000 was made up as follows:

From the Free Church of Scotland
as part payment for the mission
premises in Aneitywx, one hun-

dred pounds sterling, say $ 500

20,401.56 |

From the Woman's F. M. 8. inthe

West
Contributed by Sabbath schools and

friends in the West, through Dr.

Reid and Mr. Warden, chietly

for special objects
Collections at Br. Apnand’s Mis-

sionary meetings, about £500 in
the Eust and 8200 in the West,
marked for Santo 700

While the fund is in almost as good &
position as at the beginning of the year it
is partly owing to good friends in the
West,

Of the remaining $17,000, $1,740 was
from the Woman's' F. M. Suciety, E. D.,
81,600 of this being the amount they had
undertaken in support of four lady tench-
ers, and £140 in addition to what they had
promised, paid by them intv the Fund,
Besides this there was tho aid given by
ladies’ societies within several of the con-
gregations,

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
DIVISION.

800

1000

WESTERN
The Foreign Mission Fund, Western

Division, stoud as fullows at the cluse of
accounts on the first of May.

The whole receipts for the

year wore $49,817.13
The whole expenditure 99,981.76
Making the deficit on the

year's work $6,164.63

Tomeet this there wasa balance
on hand from lnst year of  3,258.20
So that the debt upon the Fund
in the West amounts to £2,906.43

While this is the state of the running
account it way be mentioned that there
| is a sum of 5000 at the disposal of the
j Cummittee which has not yet been appro-
priated and which is not included in the
above statement.

P. M. Winows AND OnrrHANS FUxDp,
j MaRITIME Provixces.--Contributors to
| this fund are requested to forward their
{ contributions to ?Imnes M. Carmichael,
Esq., Agent of the Bank of Nova Scotia,
New Glasgow.. Correspondence may be
addressed to the subscriber at Ottawa
Ladies College, Ottawa.
GGORGE PATTERSON,
Secy.
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THE NEW HEBRIDES.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM REV. J. W,
MACKENZIE.

The many friends of Mr. and Mrs,
Mackenzie will, we are sure, join with us
in hearty thanks to the friends for kindly
permitting the publication of these inter-
csting extracts from private letters.—Sp.

To his brother, Rev. J. C. Mackenzie, of

Pugoash :
Eraxor, Erare,

Dec. 2nd, 1886,
My Dear James :

Received your letter about a fortnight
ago. Glad to hear of your welfare, and
delighted to learn that the Master's work
is prospering under your care. See that
there is no reaction. Try to keep up to
boiling point. I was telling my poor peo-
ple here what great things God was doing
for you. When will we have a time of
refreshing from God's presence. As a
matter of cuurse with such a peoplo as
this, religion is a matter of form with
many. They attend regularly and puncti-
liously on tho raeans of grace, but know
little experimentally of the power of the
Gospel.  But not being an emotional peo-
ple thoy may feel more than one would
imagine. Many of them are, I believe,
trying to do well. Considering their ad-
vantages they would shame many in
Christian lands. But there is just that
want of fervor about which characterizes
Christians at home. One does not see
that deep contrition for sin one would
like, nor does one see them melted under
2 sense of God's pardoning luve as one
would like.

Those on sick beds often tell me that
when the rest of the natives are away and
they are left alune they are praying to
God, but huw far they are correct in say-
ing this I cannot tell. It may be the
case, or they may say sv just to please me.
We never see them with hearts yearning
after a closer walk with God.

Still there is much in them that. would
indicate a change of heart, that would give
evidence of their having passed irom death
unto life. If I were to ask any church
member to accompany me to a distant
part of the island to visit the heathen he
would u.%‘ree at once, and would do so
gratis. They all worked well at the new
church, church members and all. To-day
some of them are finishing the plastering

and the rest are cutting wood for a fence
round the church. The fence is one of
my own idea, and looks very well, besides
being most snitable for keoping out the
pigs and goats, the ouly animals we have,
your worthy brother being the sole owner
of tho lutter. They supply vs with abun-
dance of milk and butter and fresh meat.
1t is not equal to mutton, but scrves very
well when we have nothing clse. Of
course it is principally for the milk we
keep them,

But this is off the fence. Thoy first cut
the posts, and for these they had to scour
the bush to get those that would not
quickly rot in the ground. To-day they
are cufting a hard kind of palm, they call
it nibo, for rails and pickets. This palm
is vory casily split up. The centre of it
is soft and fibrous, but the outside is very
hard, about an inch in thickness, so they
split it up and hew away the centre. 1
have a fence of this all round our prem-
ises.

Our new church is a vast improvement
on the old, and our natives are proud of
it. We never had a board fluor before.
We have now, und it is so much cleaner.
Tuanks to the ladies of Durham we will
be able to get seats for it. They sent us
fifty dollars which will go a long way to-
wards getting it.seated. The Fila people
have nﬁso built a new church, but theirs is
of native wood. Still it is a good sub-
stantial building.

Lately I have begun to visit Meli regu-
lnrly.  Until recently it was not safe to
visit them. Some of them are still op-
posed and order us away, but we do not
pey any attention to them. He who has
the heurts of all wen in His hands can
change their hearts when He pleases.
And then wa have this to encourage, we
know what the Guspel hus done for Fila,
and the Filn peopls were unce just as op-
pused as the Meli people are now.

We were all thero last Sabbath. Went
in ihe boau after early service. Had a fine
breeze, and sailed all the way. Returning
we always have head wind., Left the boat
in Fila harbor and walked across to the
Iagoun where we had caunes waiting for
us. Tkis reminds w« to say that Fila
harbor is becoming quite a public place.
When we wers returning, a steamer,
French of course, was just leaving for
Noumea. It now comes ¢_.-s in two
months.  Besides this there were two
vessels at anchor.
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T am getting n boat house built at tha
" Janding in tho harbor, as [ intend to visit

*Meli regularly, and it is too_much to ask | time, Y

the natives to bring round’ my boat, as
thero iy genorally a bud ser, you know we
havethe windward side of the island.

1 don’t know what the French intend
doing, whethor they intend to annex the
islands or not.  No doubt you heard that
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My own health is vory good.  Am vory
busy at Prcsun.t, and have been for some
ou are probubly aware that we

buile & new church, Tt wns completed

“gome time ngo, all but the seats, and theso
1 we are getting from Sydney.

Our natives
will look quite civilized when we get the
seats, I do not like to see. them sitting
on the floor, and it would not do to-bring

they established a military post on this | in the logs we had for seats in the old

island and on Malikula,

all,
be sattled on Meli.

1 believe they :
lately withdrew purt of the treops, but I
don't think they mean to withdraw them |
It is now reported that priests ave to | the New Testmnent.
As you can fmagine | I are translatingalternate Books.

church, The natives seem quite proud
of it.

Iam now busy translating my part of
DMr. Macdonald and
He lias

this is not very gratifying intelligence to | Mutthew and 1 have Mark and so on.

us. But the Lord reigneth. e can
thwart their crafty counsels.

Since lnst July about sixty have come
in from henthenism, and about one-third
of these have moved away from the in-

terior and settled at a village much nearer

us.

I have been kept very busy. I have
superintended the building of two other
churches, taught school, translated Phil-
ipptans, 1st Thesalonians, 1Timothy, Titus,
Phileman and James, since July, besides
dispensing medicine, itinerating, and at-
tending to other duties tuo numerous to
mention.

Three new missionaries came down this
trip, but there is not time to settle any of
them this season. Their names are Morton
and Leggatt, supported by the church of
Victoria, and Landels supported by that
of New South Wales,

I remain,
Your affectionate brother,\
J.

Eraror EraTe, Jan. 11, 1887.
My Dear Father and Mother :

I expect to have an opportunity in a day
or two sending away & mail, so I am get-
ting a few lines ready for you. Amanda
is feeling the heat very much this hot
season, and looks as if she needed a
change. We are not thinking, however,
of going to Syduney hefore the end of
1888, and then a sore trial will await us.
We will have to leave Norman and Morri-
son, at school, and so the thought of this
will make a trip to Sydney anything but
ehjoyabie. We are entitled to a chunge
‘this_year, on account of the boys we do
not intend availing ourselves of this priv-
ilege. :

e

Then we meet once in a while to go over
it, together. Ho was round here a fow
weeks ago, and Iintend going round to
Hav Harbor about the middle of next
month,

There is a great deal of sickness at
present amongst our natives, The chief
of Eratap lost a nice little girl from dysen-
tery about ten days ago. Several more
children have had it, but no one else has
died so far.

‘We had the Communion in our new
cliurch for the first time about a fortnight
ago. The church was crowded to its ut-
most capacity. The women were seated
in rows as close as we could get them, on
one side of the church, and the men on
the other side, with only room cenough be-
tween for one to pass along., Admitted
6 for the first time. One of them was a
young man whom I baptized some twelve
or perhaps thirteen years ago. He was
then a little boy. Last Sabbath I bap-
tized his child.  When I look back and
think of him as a little boy the first time
I saw him, it makes me realize that I am
getting old, and that I have been here n
Tong time. It is a solemn thought for me
that should I be spared to arrive at the
allotted span, the three score years and
ten, more than half of my time isalready
gone. And yet I feel asif only beginning
Iife.  Another circumstance which makes
me feel ‘that I have spent a long time in
the mission field is, that a few weeks ago
I married a young couple, and the bride
was a wee bit baby, perhaps a month old
when we came here,

We are still anxious about the French,
lest they should annex the group. So far
they have not interfered withl our work,
but we know not how soon they may. I
saw it stated somewhere that they have
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tuken pdssession of Fila, one of aui out
stations,  Such, however, is not the case,
"They have not, so far, taken possession of
any place oxeept what they have pur-
chased,

1 havo Tately begun to visie Meli regul-
arly.  Our teachers have been going there
oceasionally for some time. A few of thom
are friendly, but somo of them ave bitterly
oppuosed, and would not hesitate 1 moment
about taking our lives, if it were not that
they are afraid lest o man-of-war should
punish them, I never was, to all appear-
ance, so much in danger of heing clubbed,
siuce coming hero as Inst *Sabbath. It iy
difticult just to know what to do.  Should
anythin% happen we I should probably not
get much sympathy as they have forbidden
me time and again not to go back. But
on the other hand how ave we to get them
in—how can they desire the Gospel unloss
they hear it ?  Sce how long we have been
here, and they are still opposed. How
nmiuch longer must we wait for them to be
willing to listen to our message ¥ So that
1 feol 1t to be my duty to take my life in
my hand, as it were, and go amongst them
leaving the result in God’s hands.

Your affectionate son,
Joux W,

Havaxyan Harpor, Erate,
February 26th, 1857,
My Dear brother Thomas :

An English man-of-war leaves here to-
morrow morning for Noumea, so I am
availing myself of the opportunity of send-
ing you a hurried note.

Our heavenly Father has seen fit to be-
reave us again. A fortnight ago to.day
our dear littte Walter was taken from us.
Dysentery, a terrible epidemic, again vis-
ited us, and » great nuamber of the natives
took it. Only one of them died of 1f so
far. Dear littlo Walter took it on Tuces-
day, and by Friday we managed to get it
checked, but inflammation of the brain
set in, and then we could do nothing for
him, He was within a day or two ot be-
ing thirteen months old.

Some two months xgo he was very ill
from teething, and we thought he would
not be spared long to us, but he got nicely
over it, and was getting quite fat. On
Saturday about dark his sufferings were
ended.

The same night two of my young men
and I made a hittle codin. About eleven
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o'clock p.m, T retired feeling sad and
weary.  During the night felt misernble,
and had a very ]l)uur night's rest. Noat
morning Alico had dysentery very bad,
aud 1 had it too, but not so bad.  Nothing
would do but I must goto bed. 1t was
hard to do this, ns my Tittle Jamb was not
buried, but to please Amanda I took o
hot bath and went to bed. Perhaps it

.was_well 1 did, for dysentery is such a

terrible complaint in the tropics, that n
person is wise to use every precaution at
the commencoment.  Amanda  brought
me the medicine 1 wished and with God’s
blessing on it, and remaining as quiet'ns
possible, I got up on the third day quite
free from it. Not so with dear Alice.
We had painful watching with her for over
a week, at times expecting every moment
she would breathe herlast.  We felt quite
reconciled to God's will, whatever it might
be. On Tuesday last she lezan to im-
prove, and when I left home yesterday
morning she wasable to walk about a little.
1 was amazed to see how Amanda kept up
that Sabbath morning, Alice, Morrison,
and I sick in bed, and dear little Walter
in his coflin in the study. Morrison had
fever. Heis better now. The poor na-
tives were very kind, and sympathized
sincerely with us,

Mr. Macdonald and T are busy working
at our translation of the New Testament.
That is the reason of my being round here
now. I had agreed to come round on the
15tn inst., bLut could not, as I have ex-
plained above, Amanda can send overland
for me should Alice get worse, or any of
the rest take ill. Normun is very well.
We had a letter from Jessie last week and
she was well.

Two Roman Catholic priests have been
Ianded on Meli, one of our small islands.
The natives did not want them and drove
them across to the mainland. 1 had been
visiting them for some time, and a number
of them were and are still, quite friendly,
but some half-dozen orso did not wi.h
e, as they were prepaving for a feast,
and they forbade me to go back any more
until after the feast. 1 continued, how-
ever, to visit them, and they became en
raged and were going to murder me, so I
am obliged to leave them for the present.,
The priests are living on the mainland,
and no doubt will do their best to get an
opening. They ave the worst natives by
far thac I have had anything to do with.
I don’t suppose they would dare do any
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thing to the priests as they were taken
there by a French men-of-war, and they
stand in dread of the French man-of-war.
Ileave the matter in God’s hands. He
can bring light for us out of the darkness
Were it not for the presence of thess
griesbs I believe we would soon get the
feli natives to join us, as quite a number
of them are very friendly to us, and he-
friended me when I was attacked, by one
of those oppoused.
I am writing very hurriedly, and must
cloge. With love to all at home,
I remain,
You affectionate brother,
Jorx W.

TRINIDAD.

Rev. J. K. Wright writes an interes‘ing
article on Trinidad in the Kuoc College
Monthly from which we extract the fol-
lowing: .

¢ In Trinidad may be scen the extremes
of ahnost everything.
one hand, the highest heights of civiliza-
tion, of learning, of pride and of social
life; and on the other hand, the deepest
depths of barbarism,. ignorante, mean-
ness, lazizess and social confusioa.

The island is a little world in its.If. Its
population i, made up of men of almost
every naticn. You may find jet blacg,
everv rRhale of brown, almost cvery shade
of yellow, and many indefinable degrees
of these shading off into whitenes~. As
numerous as the shades of co'or are the
types of countenance. The place .s com-
paratively new, so these men of different
nations preserve their own individual
characteristics and maintain their own
na*ional customs.

The population is mixed; but it isa
mixture of substances which ussimilate
not—there is contact, but there is no
union; there is bulk, but comparatively
little strength. The glorious Gospel,
traly and faithfully preached, will one day
infuse the idea of brotherhood, and then
will arise a sort of national life and
strength. But the day is ** not yet.” As
might be expected, there is hittle sympathy
found in those of one class for thuse of
any other. Let me give you an. amusing
illustration. Yesterday my catechist ana
some of the teachers were weeding amony
the flowers in front of the house. A poor
old black woman cmne along and asked for
work. I agreed. She got her hoe, and

We see, on the|

then asked where to begin. I said,
‘ Anywhere.” Mark her answer: “Q

arson,you no set me work among Coolies.”
‘Sometimes, when I am speaking to the
Indians by the wayside or at.the estate
barracks, some rude chattering darkies
will come along and say, ‘¢O, why waste
your breff, the Gospel is not for them,”
In like manner the Coolies have a supreme
contempt for the Negroes, This same
feeling crops out in many things in the
dealing of class with oclass. Perhaps all
this is necéssary at the present stage of
development. One sure thing is that com-
bination against the Government is im-
possible. When the Government took in
hand, some time ago, to restrict the Hosee
of the Coolies and the masyuerade.of the
Creoles, had there been a fellow-feeling
between them, so that they could have
urtited in resisting authority, the result
might have been very much more disas-
trous than it was. -

Miss Archibald who went out to Trini-
dad a few months since to take charge of
the school in the Couva district is iking
her work well. She writes Lack:

“My school is really interesting. I
have succeeded in getting the children to
understand what order isand now they
are as quiet as any school I have ever had
at home. I enjoy teaching them a Scrip-
ture lesson so much. They listen atfen-
tively and seem so intercested, aud when L
question them on what we have read and
studied it is Teally a pleasure to hear the
way they answer.

*“Our Sunday-school is increasing in
numbers. We have now §ixty names on
the books, Creoles included. But al-
though they arc very attentive and seem
to have intelligent ideas of the Biblein
general and of what is required of them,
still they will not practice what they know.
1 sometimes get #o discouraged, when, five
minutes after { have done talking to them
on the very subject of telling the truth,
one of them will delibefhtely and with
very little provocation tell a he. That
seems to be, so far as my experience goes,
the weak point of the Coolics. But I
suppose we lave a lesson to learn
(paticnce) as well as to teach.

*¢ Yesterday our Sunday-school was not
quite so large as it had been, and un_en-
quiry I found sume had gone fishing,others
were staying hwne to cvok and many
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other just as trivial excuses. That is the
sort of thing that discourages one here.
I made the *‘ keeping of the Sabbath day
holy"” one of the particular points in the
lesson on the Creation, which we took up
not long agro, but understanding and doing
are two different things. One thing that
is very much against the work here, is that
the stores are all kept open till nine
o'clock Sabbath morning, and it is not
Eery long since they were kept open all
ay.

gl‘hey pay on the Estates every alternate
Saturday, and the Sabbath following pay
is always a day of feasting and an unusual
amount of cooking is done. .
. ““ Both black and white Creoles as well
as Coolies are very superstitious. Every
little thing is a sign of semething to hap-
pen. For instance, [ heard 2 woman say
the vther day that she wouldn't under any
consideration allow a broum to be used in
her huuse after six o'cluck in the evening,
as it was a sign of death.”

LETTER FROM MRS. MORTON.

TuxNarusa, TriNipap, B. W. L,
March L7th, 1887.

My Dear Friends:

The weeks and months glide by so
rapidly, and find us always so busy, that
we might almost be excused for thinking
that we have no time to write, but it may,
be the better way to look upon the writing
as an impoitant part of our work and to
steal a little leisure, as I am doing to-day,
with the happy assurance that you never
weary of hearing things, either old ornew,
in connection with.your work among the
heathen.

Driving along ene day with one of our
helpers, 1 met & man carrying a clay idol,
about a foot high. I knew it to be
Ganesh by the shape, the lower part re-
sembling 2 man, but with four arms and
the head of an elephant. I storped the
carriage and said, *‘Allow me to sce
Ganesh Is"—(his honor Ganesh—pro. Gan
—-ess) and asked where he was going with
it. The man said he had taken1t to the
house of the person who had engaged him
to make it but he was notat home. 1
said, ** Will you let me have it?" He
answered, ‘“ Yes, if you give me something
for my trouble.,” * How much is it
worth?” “4& half shilling” 1 gladly
gave hin fifteen cents thinking it a very

cheap god at that, and Ganesh and I drove
on to Tunapuna. Before evening, how-
over, he was somewhat maimed, being
made only of clay, lime-washed, with a
ligtle coloring here aud there. Finding
him so frail I carefully bandaged the
broken leg and placed him on a high shelf
where he would be seen without being
handled.

Many intelligent Hindus who join in
idol-worship say, *‘ We do not worship the
idol itself, but through it we worship the
Supreme God ; and if it be true that the
idol is nothing yet our worship, if sincere,
will be accepted ;” but had'they any know-
ledge of the Supreme Gud they would see
how dishonoring it is to talk of worship-
ping Him through a clay image in which,
to quote from a Hindi tract, ‘‘Ganesh
Tested,” ‘‘two shapes (of 2 man and an
elephant) are so mingled that men might
well run from it and beasts fearit.” From
the same tract, published at Allababad, T -
gather the following : That Ganesh is
styled *‘Son of Shiva,” and *‘lord of the
vniverse ;” that is, he was born of Shiva
and his wife Parvati, an immortal god.
dispenser of happiness and misery, and
the fulfiller of desire, and by worshipping
him men's desires are satistied and their
work made successful. )

There are several contradictory expla-
nations of his peculiar figure ; one account
is that when he was born all the gods
great and small came to look at him ; one
of them, however, kept his gaze averted
because of his evil eye which caused de-
struction to any one upon whom it fell,
Parvati, not aware of this, and being very
proud of her son, gave Shani hard woids,
and asked why he was not looking at him,
Then Shani looked angrily at him and
immediately his head fell off. Parvati
was about to kill the god in revenge, but
Brahma forbade her and told Shani te go
to the forest and cut off the head of the
first animal he found sleeping with its
head to the north, This proved to bo an
elephant, so he brougitt its head and}joined
it to the trunk of Ganesh. His mother,
being far from satistied with the arrange-
ment, Brahma promised her that he should
bedworshippod more than any of the
gods.

There are other accounts of the birth
of Ganesh that ace tog shameful for us to
repeat, but we may notice that while an
elephant has two tusks:he is generally
ropresented with only one. One explana-
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tion of this is that he lost it fighting with
anothor god to prevent his ontering his
entering his father's bedroom while he
was slevping. Other authorities say that
he pulled it out himself to throw at an’
cuemy.

Ganesh is said to have been so fond of
sweets that on one uceasion, being sent by
Ins father to encounter an enemy who was
commy to kill him, he became soabsorbed
in eating and gathering up some sweets
thrown to him by that enemy that he al-
lowed him to piss on.  Brahma is said to
have blessed him in these words, ** Who-
ever from this day in the three worlds has
agood work to do, if he first worships
Ganesh his work will be successful” —
therefore. from that day, among the
worshippers of Ganesh, if any one wauts
to write a baok or tu do any other work,
he must ficst say this prayer ;

*+ Oh. elephant-faced giver of the world’s
happiness,

Oh Ganesh author of our ills,

Accomphish my desire, thou lord of the
universe.”

The Hinlu gods are constantly ropre-
sented as engaged in ‘war and vivleuce of
every kind. I will give you a passage

from one of their sacred buoks which I
transtated a long titne ago and noted duwn,

Central Judia.

We have received the report of the
Canadian Presbyterian Misson in Central
India, containing the Report of the Mis-
sion Council, the reports of the Mission-
aries and of several of the lady teachers.
We give below full extracts from the re-
ports of the missionaries, as well as that
of the Mission Council, and from it our
readers can gather a pretty correct esti-
mate of our work in India. Extracts of
the ladies’ reports will be given in the
CHILDREN'S RECORD.

REPORT - OF THE MISSION
COUNCIL.

The guod hand of our God has been
upon us i the year that is past and though
there has been matter enough for grief and
huyiliativn there has yet been very much
to make us thank God and take courage.
Our number has been increased by the
arrival of Mis. Murray and Dr. Marion
Oliver, and all along our line distinct ad-
vance has been made.

The iucrease in the atteudance at the
Bazaar Sunday-school. and the Girls’
schovls at Mhow and the erection of a
commodious temporary building for one of
them from funds contributed in this

in winch several of these sucred bedigs were | country; the extension of Dr. Beatty's
engaged. * The drums beat, officers de- | practiSe, the success of the High School,
claimed to the hosts, bards related their .« the organization of the congregation and
fame : horsemen, clephants, chariuts, fuut- : election of elders at Indore, the general
men, are assembled crowd upon crowd ; | prosperity of the work at Neemmch are
here and there brave warriurs fight and | some of our causes for rejoicing and
wound ; cowards, leaving the battle-ficld ¢ thanksgiving. The planting of our first
flee for thew hives; heaps of wounded ; station in a native city, Ratlam, is nowan °
gather ; headless trunks, sword in hang, . aceomplished fact fur which we may well
stir on all sides, and corpse falls upon ;.bc deeply thankful, both for its own sake
corpse 3 around them flowsa viver of blood | and fur its influence as a precedent.

i1 which, here and there, fallen elephants  Cjjain has uext been undertaken and
remind one of islands and their trunks of ; we hope that within this year Mr. Murray
crococitles.  Mahades, (father of Ganesh) | will be fully settled there. Our stations
accompanied by demwms of every mnk. | uow are thus five in number. with popula-
gatheting the severed Leads makes 2 neck- - tion and date of planting as follows:

Jace of skulls and puts it wn; vultures, i Indore, pop. 83,001, planted Jan. 1877

jackals and dogs, quarreiling among them- | 5 AR =it e " o

selves drag mv;y the corpsc:, but Balaram ! ‘\\,I;lé;‘:‘ Aot i‘z;)";(‘) .: gnly igéé

(the elder brother of Frishna) by the help i{utlf ::' ' 31066 « F“",;e 1886

of the gads at last cut down the hostsas a ?jjm%ln . §->'93-)' e F;b' 1887
i 2,932, 3

reaper cuts 2 field of grain”  Truth being
no abject the wnter was untrammelled in

In three other native towns, Jaora,

lus endeavors to pile horror upon horror, | Khachrand and Barnagar as sub stations,

and it must be said that he succeeded.
Yours, with best wishes,
. Saran E. MorTox.
For the W. F. M. Socicties.

a beginning has been make with native
helpers.  So the work is progressing out~
wardly at least; and while we have as yet
Iittle to repurt of actual ingathering, it.
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must be remembered by any at home who
need mare than the Lord’s command and
His promise tu_ stimulate and encourage
them, that seed time must precede har-
vest, that a large mass will absorb much
heat without changing its form till the
whole comes to the melting point; and
that this applies to the people of India, as
tu perhaps no other prople. Remember-
ing also huw vast 1s the massand how com-
paratively small the influence applied, they
and we must stiv vurselves up both “*to
take hold un” God, and to put forth the
energy He has given—but which alas is so
largely frittered away even by His people
on the *‘lust “ the flesh, and the lust of
the eye and.the-pride of life.”

In Cential India we have nearly 10,-
000,000 of people. In this immense dis-
trict with a population mure than double
that of the Duminion of Canada we know
of only one mission station besides our
own. Another of the mission (American
Presbyterian) hasin the past year been
planted at Jhansi, which though now
Bridsh Territory way for Mission purpuses
be counted as in Central India, lying as it
does where the Eastern and Western sec-
tions meet each other.  ANowing for these
and deducting such natives as are reached
by those working principally among Euro-
peans we are safe in saying not oue or-
dained missivnary for every nullion and a

T T

a stipend they promise 50 rupees per
month or 600 rupees per year, and from
the first they will be entirely self-support-
ing. This year all the expensecs of the
Boarding School, of the Sabbath-schoul,
and of the religious papers, the cuirent
expenses of the church, together with help
to other schemes, have heen met from
church contributions and they have a bal-
ance of nearly 1600 rupees to begin the
new year with., They have therefore ve-
solved to send $100 to the Foreign Mis-
sion fund of the Home Church and 50
rupees o the Sabaranpur Theol gical
School. The membership has been re-
duced by removals, cte., to 43, with 17
baptised adherents i. e 60 in all. Baptisms
from hedtheniem we caunut report. We
regret that the Boarding School scheme is
practically blocked for want of a suitatle
building, but we hope asa congregation to
undertake the building too ere long, since
the Church at hon.e cannat do so.

The High School has continued to grow,
the average for the year Leing 132, but the
aveiage for the last few months has been
about 150. The toutal expense to the Mis-
sion of the schuol for the year has been
673 rupees per month, about 8§26, and we
hope in time to have it entirely self-cup-
porting.

At our prize distributicn recently held,
Dewan Bahadur Raghunath Rao, Primo

half of people. If this is really all the y Minister of H. H. Mabarajah Holkar, was
Church can do then let her cuwplacently | in the chair and in the warmest possible
anticipate the sentence *‘She hath dune | way he spuke of Missicnary efforts gener-

what she could. * But s it all we can do ¢
Leaving vut of account forthe present the
Eastern district and the partof the West-
ern for care of which we can naturally
louk to our American Preshyterian breth-
ven, can our Church not put forth such
cffort that 1890 shall find .mission staticns
in at least every town of 10,000 in this
remainder of the field. This would need
only about Lalf a score more and then we
should have one fur every 300,000 or
359,000.

INDORE.

EXTRACT OF REPORT OF REV. J. WILKIE,

The congregation at Indore has taken a
step in advance. 1t has been organized
into a congregation and is prepared to call
one, who has been taken under the care of
the Presbytery with a view to license,
after having taken a four years’ course in
the Ahmednagar Theolugical School As

ally and of the school in particular, saying
that it was the best schoul that he had
seen in his wide experience of 45 years.
With him were many of the principle
gentlemen of the city, though owing to
the Hosi and other lestivals several re-
gretted in letters of ap-logy for their ab-
sence.  For our Prize fuuds, cver 200
rupees were given, part of whicii we have
set aside to form a library and a gyn.nas-
ium. I regret that none in Canadn have
been able to respond to the appeal of o
year ago for some scholaships, etc., for
the school, that we might be on a level
with other competing scheols; but we hoj ¢
our great distance from those at home w1l
not lead to our being lost sight of alto-
gether. I should particularly mention
that the Jubilee Committee consisting en-
tirely of Native Gentlemen spontancuously
sent us the Jargest donation received fir
the prize fund of our school.

All the other work such as Printing
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Press, selling of Christian literature, Ver- | much sufforing relieved by his services.

nacular Schools, ete., is going on ag last
year and so dues not require further men;
tion.

“

NEEMUCH. Nk

’oda

REPORT OF REV. W. A. WILSON.

In the Neemuch branch of the Mission,
work has been carried on during the past
year. along the lines indicated in the pre-
vious report. B

Delaur Masih, has been employed as &
Colporteur, to sell books and tracts in the
bazaar, at the Railway Station and in the
neighboring villages.

A vernacular school has been tgught by
Giovind Ra=, in the Camp Bazaar. The
boys in attendance are mostly low caste
and poer. During the yenr good progress
has been made, several who a year ago did
not know the alphabet, now read fluently
in the 3ra Hindi Book, and have made
good progress also in vther subjects. The
teacher is a Native Christian, who has
been received by certificate from the U.P.
Mission.

The Anglo Vernacular School in Nee-
much city, has been taught as before by
Balaram, assisted by a heathen Monitor.
At the Annual Examination held before
Christmas the results indicated much dili-
gence alike on the part of pupils and
teachers,

A familiarity with Scripture History was
manifested which would have been credit-
able in boys trained in Canadian Sunday-
schools. The average attendance during
the year has been much the same as last
year.

! A -girls school has been opened in the
Camnp in which a native Christian wuman
teaches, under the superintendence of
A s. Wilson. This form of educitional
work is a new thing here and ments with
many prejudices and wying difficulties.
The children are very anxious to learn,
but ignorant mothers do not see any use
in allowing their daughters to read, and
are very unwillirig to send them to school.

The Dispensary has been kept open
during the year. Medicines are dispensed
by a native doctor, at a salary of some-
thing less than ($10.00) ten dollars a
moath who has had two years practiee in
one of the U. P. Mission Dispensaries,
and who has here earned a good reputa-
tivn for himself and the M.ssion by his
skill. Many lives have Jbeen saved and

‘about.

Dr. Burroughs, one of the Army Sur-
geons, has kindly given his assistance in
Some of the more critical operations.
During the year, 1866 cases have been
Yeited and about 355 operations per-
{8itmed. Religious services are “held in
the dispensary almust every morning when
an audience varying from five to fifty is
obtained. Preaching services have been
heldin the bazaar regularly. The attend-
ance varied greatly but a very encouraging
interest has been kept up during the year,
the Mahometansstill continuing to preach
in opposition. The Christian Sabbath
Services have been specially well'attended
in the Camp place of worship by both
Mahometans and Hindus.

The Gospel has been regulatly and sys-
tematically preached in the villages round
In this work I have lately securcd
the aid of a zealous and intelligent young
man who was trained in Secunderabad
Mission Urphanage.

During the cold weather, we made four
lavge cities in succession centres of work,
at each of which we t:mted for several
days. Our plan of work was to go out in
the morning tv the surrounding villages,
when we preached and distcibuted simple
medicineg, and in the afternoonsand even-
ings to work in the city or to hold services
of preaching and singing at our tents. At
most 6f the places our massage was well
received. Jerun, Jawad, Mandesaur and
Nimbohera, were the chief places chosen
as centres of operation.

At Jawad, which is reported to contain
some 17,000 inhabitants, we were much
encouraged by the interest awakened. All
classes and ranks from the chief ruler of
the city to the sweeper, came in crowds to
the magic lantern exhibition and to the
preaching services at our tents, outside the
aty walls, Muzh kindness was shown us
by the authorities of the city.

At Mandesaur, a city of 27,000 inhabi-
tants, notorious for its wickedness and
crime, the gospel message did not find so
warm a welcome. One evening when I
was not with my two native helpers, they
were hooted and pelted and driven out of
the city. However the next morning we
returned and preached a:ain, and the only
sign of opposition wasa low angry mur-
mur-in the crowd as we moved away.
good English school would do much to re-
move prejudice and prepare the way, but
I have notfelt at liberty to ask the funds
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necesss <y for this work. At Jawad also
there is a fine opening for schoul work,
and I have been again and again pressed
to institute a school there.

Such is our mode of work; and what
are the rosults 7 The natura! desire to see
results that can Le tabulated is not yet to
be gratified. The past has been a year of
suwing beside all waters, but we are unt
permitted to reap yet. .

One man, a Mahometan, who gave bright
promise for a time was baptized, Butin

2 time of temptation he denied,Christ he- | Littl
i sHott;

fore his former co-religionists, dufing
Mahometan feast, and it became necessary
to suspend hiwm, till such time as he may
repent and again confess Christ. There
are some who during the past year have
attended our Sabbath Services regularly
and who I hope are not far from the king-
dom of God. But they have not jet the
courage to forsake all for Christ. During
the cold weather tour, I observed in sev-
eral places, even in small villages new and
costly temples in course of erection. And
the people every where bowing before the
work of their cwn hands, The inner life
and strength of Hinduism may be ebbing
away, but much of it yet remains.

Doubtless Hinduism is being permeated
year by year by a power that will utterly
break the strength of its life one day; but
thav day has not yet come. And when
one thinks of the deep rooted prejudice,
the hopeless ignorance, the childish sup-
erstition aud credulity, the deadening in-
fluence of a blind fatalism that traces all
evil up to God, adamantine chains of cus-
tow and caste, and perhaps more than all
the feeble efforts of the human agents,
who, one herc and another there, in the
midst of India’s millions are lifting up
there voice and calling men to repeitance
and faith, it seems as if that glovious day
were yet {ar off. .

But the gr.at hope springs not from the
earth, it comes from above and is as bright
as the promise of Him who hassaid, “that
every iungue shall confess that Jesus
Cnrist is Lord to the glory of God and
Father.”

CJJAIN. .
REPORT OF BEV. R. C. MURRAY.

If my report is to be a true index of
experience and work done it should be
short and rather rambling.

Mhow was my home for the greater part

of the ycar where the time was largely
devoted to the study of the language, re-
ligious customs, etc., of the peuple and in
rendering some assistance to Mr. Buildet
in hie Sunday-school and - district work.
After having examined all the fields likely
to be occupied by our Mission for some
time to come, Ujjnin was chosen, as the
most desirable and needy field, and in
February the sanction of the ¥, M. Cum-
mittee was received, when we at once be-
gan work. Much cannot be said where
little has been dome, the time hasihcen

AN Yéaults dd not* ippeitr St a day
especially in conservative Hindustan.
Little more can be said just now than thas
a beginning hes teen made, and where-
and what are our prospects ?

Ujjain, though a new Mission centre,
has been visited occasionally by Mr
Wilkie, and also twu native catechists.
were stationed here, in connection with
Indore. Narayan, who through his tact,
energy, and faithfulness, gathered togeth-
er a number of boys, and had a very good
school. But soon after his departure fur
the Theological Sewminary, Saharanpur,
the school rapidly dwindled away. The
other helper was not sufficiently robust to
carry on the work alone. In the early
part of November he was removed o T
dore. Had it been possitie for the oll
workers to hold the fort until the pew
ones entered the field we would have baen
better able to keep the foot-hold gaimed.
As it is_we_have practically to start in
virgia soil.  However, we trust the work
done here may not be lost, but wmay yet
yield an abundant harvest,

‘Through the kindness of the Awmerican
Marathi Mission we have secured two
catechist teachers, and their wives, and
they 4re how at* work. Tio vernacular
schools for boys have been opened, one
has au attendance of upwards of 40 boys,
the otheris growing daily. The school
for giils has unly been open for ten days,
and as this is sumething entirely new for
Ujjain we cannot yet speak confidently.

At our last meeting of Council, perinis-
sion was graniel to open an English
school.  One teacher, a native of the c.ty,
who can speak English faidly well and
whose influence we hope may be helpful,
has been secured.  We.expect to open this
schuol at once; oras soon asa puace and
an additional Christian teacher can be ob-
tained. One of the school rooms we se
for Sunday-school and preaching service.
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It is not very large, but will Qo for alittle
while, v - . o . .

This is an- inviting field for medical
work. :The sanitavy condition of: the city
is very bad. Indecd filthiness is consid-
ered a virtue, and in such surroundings
disenses of evety type-ave tevribly preval-
ent. A medical missionary could -reach
the hearts and gain the confidence of these
poor suflerers, much better then any other
can do:  One man, who- recontly lost his
wife thraugh -improper trdatment has of-
fered, S0 -rupees for an hospitakor place
where” women anight -receivé medical at-
tendance. Tu the hope of securing sowe
one to take charge of -the work we intend
opening a Dispensary as soon as practic-
able. Would that an earnest appeal on
behalf of Ujjain might reach the ears and
hearts of some of our young Christian
Ductors in Canala!

In selecting this field we have done so
feeling, that strong opposition would be
encountered, and even with some fears
that failure for the present might be the
result. Still it is the Lord’s work, not
ours, and it shall succeed. O, God in-
crease our faith! Brethren strengthen our
hands! So that in this ancient and sacred
centre of Brahmin influence and heathen
darkness the Light of the World may
quickly shine! Ujjain is a purely native
place and very much so. It is the oldest
city in India and cousidered onc of the
most holy. 1t is the Benaves of Central
India. Thousands of pilgrims and Fa-
keers fvom all parts of India visit:the place
annually. Besides the-yearly nelas there
is one giand mela held every twelve years,
when the place is literally swarmed. A
good opportunity will be afforded in cir-
culating the Gospel amongst those people.
We ho)e some of the 'seeds of truth, in
the tra ts and books distriboted may yet
beargood fruit in many a widely separated
home The eity 1cself is said to havea
population of abous 33,0600. There are
no English residents but State officers.
Travellers visit the place frequently, and
for their accommodation a comfortable
Dak Bungalow has been built in which we
also can remain for a few days at a time,
when not required by others. In the
cool weather we can live in tents but dur-
ing the hot and rainy seasons ‘this is im-
possible.

Since the death of Miharaja Scindia a
year ago, the Durbar has been vigorously
improving the condition of the State.

Ujjain is to share in these advantages.
Just now surveyors are at work, and soon
wo hope the crooked, rough, and impas-
sable ronds may be repliaced by something
more worthy of City and-State. Shall we
not fervently hope and earnestly pray that
these physical improvements may be the
immediate forerunuer of the spiritual,
moral and intellectual change that shall
y’et cume when ‘““an ligh way shall be
there.” .

w10, NRUTDAM: 7 © 0 L0
REPOR'E‘OF REV, J, F. CA‘\I'PBI';ALL;

We see profound cause for thankfulness
as we glance back at tlie past year, or
rather eleven months, covered by this
Report.  Our position was certainly sonte-
what anxious for a time, and our unfin-
ished native house in the city extremely
trying in'the hot season and the hot parts
of the rainy season. But we were graci-
ously sustained in remarkably good health
and in much bhappiness, on the whole.
But whatever we may do for the house,its
situation in a narrow lane remains unfav-
orable for veutilation and fatiguingly dif-
ficult of access-—almost dangerously in the
heavy rains. We therefore feel it to be a
matter for much thankfulness that our
position is so far improved that we have
just obtained the Rajah’s consent to our
renting for a time part of a bungalow now
used as a Dak Bungalow and which is cool
in-the hot season, though said to be un-
healthy in the rains; and that it now seems
settled that we are to be allowed to pur-
chase a site, and build for ourselves.

The work has been from the beginning
interesting and ‘encouraging. Our house
in the city, though not in the nost favor-
able situation, yet brought us so far into

“e midst of the people that numbers soon
found us and visited us for conversation
and for medicine, as well as to attend our
sertices. ’

We have regularly had two services on
the Lord’s Day, and one on other days;
the former always, and the latter gener-
ally, attended by outsiders as wel! as the
Christians, the total number present ocea-
siomally rising to cver 60. The non-
Christians have been of almost all classes
and castes—from Brahmins to outcasts,
rich and poor, educated to ignorant; some
residing in the city, others from distant
places; some only for one or two scrvices,

others—even non-Christians, more or less

public Archives of
HALIFAX,

.
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regularly; gove-nmment oflicinls and their

subordinates, merchants and mechanics,
Pundits, Sadhus, Faqueers; Hindous,
Jains, and Mahomcdans.

Part of the time there has been a sort
of Sabbath School forold and young before
the afternoon service, the lesson being the
morning sermon; and indeed ocedsivnally
there has been an impromptu appr.ach to
an *‘all day meeting,” one set of hearers
closely following another.

Visitors have sometimes come in such
nuinbers as for hours to keep one almost
constantly engaged with them and the
daily service. Some haveapparently heen
sincerely though nut profoundly seeking
for truth, and. taking pleasurc in hearing
it, some came from curiosity, some from
politeness, some to hear us sing and es-
pecially to hear the little organ, some for
medicue, the giving of which has been a
great help in convincing the people of our
true characterand desire to do them good.
My medical knowledge is not great but
my efforts were blessed with a success
whizh surprised myself and led others to
an exaggerated estimate of my skill. So
that the drain on my time and strenyth,
not only from the dircet medical work but
from the anxiety and study it involved,
was becoming too great, when, in Novem-
ber, I secured the services of a Medical
Assistant, Mr, Geunze Bailey, late Assis-
tant Civil Surgeon in a district of British
India, since which time my medical work
has most'y been contined to those villages
which I have visited without him. Pre.
vious to January 6th no regular record of
cases was kept; since then he reports 328
different ¢ ses as treated in Rutlam, and
from 8 to 10 cases in each of 25 surround-
ing villages he has visited, 22 of tl.em fre-
quently.

Outsule preaching in Rutlam has been
limited both by our civcumstances and by
the fact that people often came to our
own house in such numbers as sufficiently
to occupy my time and strength. 1t has
been carried on mostly by my Helpers and
not in the form of what is ordinarily ca'led
street preaching. Especially in beginning
work in a city 1 prefer to obtain an invi-
tation or permission to speak in a shop
or counting house open to the street, or
the raised platfora: in front of some house,
which affords sitting as well as standing
room to fhose really willing to listen at
some length, and is within hearing of
passers by, this is more in accord with the

Nova Scotid

Mu -

custum of the country, arouses less pre-
judice, and avoids the josible complaing
of blocking the way and creating distur-
bance; and hiteito we have -found no dif- -
ficulty in cbtaining such.

‘A Girl's Schoul was begun by Mus,
Campbell i June, befure which the native
Christian  girls, occasionally joined by
others, were taught in our own house.
Dhondibai, Raghu’s eldest duughter, was
appointed monitress, and Hannahbai,
Bapu’s wife, has taught in it when the
state of her health has not prevented.
The desire for female cducation has Jarge-
ly to be awakened, or rather the prejudice
against it to Le overcome: and other difhi-
calties have had to be encountered. When
the first rvom taken was given up for a
larger and guieter one, the o} p sition of
the former owner was aroused, such wurn-
ings were given the parents as that the
girls would Le wurdered, and the attend-
ance dwindled to one ortwo. 4nother
impediment was the difference of the dia-
lect, which is always more marked among
females than men; teachers and taught at
first found some difliculty in understand-
ing each other. But at the New Year
there were 27 on the roll, and s.ch pro-
gress had been made as eclicited an ex-
pression of gratified surprise from Colonel
and Mrs. Martin who then visited the
scheol and distributed p:lzes and presents,
some of them their own gifts and some
from Canada. This visit o! the Political
Agent of the district and his **dMem Sa-
hib” doubtless did goud in mere waysthan
one, Since then Mrs, Campb 11 has most
of the time been on tour with me, and the
season for marriages bas Leen tetling for
the time on the atiencance of this and all
other scheels. But the prosyects are so
good that we are arranging for another
girls’ school iu another at of the city.

Zenana visiting has bLeen mostly con-
fined to the houses of Bohras, business
men of the Shia seet of Mohamedans.
Seven of these houses have been visited,
representing a large number of women,
who have been very friendly and listen,
some of them eagerly, to the reading and
cxplanation of the word and the singing
of hymns, without the usual attraction of
being taught to do fancy work or to read.
Other houses are open and it is hoped will
be visited this year.

The Lending Library which I gathered
in Mhow, Mr. Builder kindly handed over

{o me, and it has about 40 readers on its
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The dissemination of Scriptures and
Tracts has been carried on as formerly,
the lurger ones suld, and leaflets given
away. .

Qur native helpersof last year continue
to cheer us by indications of growth in
grace and in knowledge, and largely thro’
the efforts of Jairam we have obtained
three additional ones. Of thesc we have
to thank our brethren of the American

Marathi Mission for two, besides two for.

Mr. Murray. Their uscfulness will in:
crease with the growth of their know-
ledce of Hindi, Hurriba knows a little
English, and his wife, who was a good
worker in Ahmednugger, will soon, we
hope, learn enough Hindi to become the
same here. The others are Tukkuba and
Jerome.

‘tne villages around Rutlam for several
wiles, have been visited, some of them
frequently. In several the attempt was
made to start schools, especially wheie
there were many Bheels, but as yet this
has not succeeded.

QUTSTATIONS. — Jaora is a city 22 miles
north by rail, with a population of 20,600,*
of whom more than half are Hindoos and
Jains, though it belongs to a Mohan.edan
Nawab; the popnlation of the whole state
is 108,434. There is an opening for a goud
English School i we had a Missicnary
there. Meanwhile Jairam has a Loys’
school, and his wife a Girls' school; the
continued ill health of his wife and child
and the death of the latter have prevented
the Girls' school from coming to much as
yet. The Doys’ School has gone up tu
o er 60, and asain through silly scares
among the parents (such as that the cbject
of the schovl was to help secure the l.eads
of a large number of buys for the fuunda-
tion of a bridge)and through other causes
has gone down 1o less than 20. Jairam
also has a Sunday School, preaches und
sells scripture and tracts.

Khachraud is a town belonging to
Scindia, with a pupulation of 10,000,about
16 or 18 miles east of Rutlam, but cbm-
paratively difficult of superintendence
from without, especially in the rains, as it
is reached unly by country roads over
black soil and bridgeless streams. There

*The cvensus of 1832, which was more probably under
than over the wmark, gave 19,902 for Jaora; 9,48 for
Khachraud; 7903 for ¥ 1% This was mcre pro-
bably under than over the ipark, and muruase mustot
allowed for the five years since.

is & very good opening at present as there:
is neither English school nor dispensary..
and b th are desired. 1t is sad to antici-

ate that in this as in other cases we shall

o left unable to enter the door till the
advantage has largely passed from us.
Probably within the next few years in-
fluence will be brought upon the Durbar
at Gwalior, a school and dispensary will
be opened by the State, and whon at last.
we have a Missionary to plant there he

-will miss the vantage ground in seeking

their Lighest good which he might have
occupied had he come sooner. The de-
sire to hear, and in one or two cases the:
conviction manifested, was such as to en-
courage me to leave Rughu there and to
begin arrangements for fuller vceupation,
Meanwhile Rughu's family remain at.Rut-
lam avd he comes in every week ¢r two..

Barnagar (Burnuggur) is a town of
8,000, alsu belonging to Scindi, 29 miles.
south of Rutlam by mil. Since we first
visited it a dispensary has been opened by
the State and its sanitary condition im-
proved. Init Harriba has just made o
beginn ng. ..

Itinerancy was this year confined to
places within 20 miles of Rutlam. Pre-
vious to our regular tour, I made « short
visit in October to Seiland, where we also
spent part of our time when on tour. . It
is the seat of a Rajah of the same family
as the Rajah of Rutlam from which it 1s.
about 12 miles N. N. W, ogvera country
voad. These twu States were formerly
parts of the same, and they are now sv
intermixed that for missionary purpuses
they may be considered the same. Both
the Rajah and the Kamdar manifested de-
cidedly friendly feeling. There is here a
dispensary and a small English school, but
an opening for a good Hindi School, if we
had the right man; such, huwever, we tind
it difficult to get.

Mis. Campbell paid two visits to the
Ranis and other ladies of the Rajah’s
household who asked to hear abuub the
Christian religion, seemed much interested
and pressed her to come again. | This was
not, however, the first time they had heard
the word. Frox Sailana several neigh-
boring places were visited; then we 1e-
traced our steps to Dkamuode aud sv on
to Puncher, Namli, Simlia, and Kbhach-
roud, then Banzrud, and su back to Rut-
lam, to which we had from time to time
run in for Sabbath. Between and around
these larger places, smnaller villages were:
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also visited. Mrs. Campbell's Magic lan-
tern, bought with money given by ladies
in Canada and on our way out, did good
service buth for men and women.

Mrs. Campbell has realized 19 rupecs
by the sale of some of the aticles in the
Dox gent by the ladies in Canadn. She
hopes to sell more and then to acknow-
lcdge the total amount, which she is de-
voting to the purcha e of slates, maps,
ete,, for her Girls’ Schools.

Contributions by the native Christians
have amounted to 24-12 0 rupees, which,
together our own contributions, the col-
lections at the united meetings, in Pictou
couuty,"’%ild 50
(ieneral Van' Heythuysen from England,
goto our Building Fund._ Considering
the poverty of the ¥oreign Mission Funds
we are very desirous that whatever build-
ings we get be provided by special contri-
butions instead of draining the general
fund and thus hindering the sending out
of more men and the opening of new and
much needed stations.

MHOW.
REPORT OF THE REV. J. BUILDER.

Though we have not been able tv over-
take as wuch work this year as formerly
on account of the lack of na.’ve helpers
yet the progress in svme parts of the work
has been gratifying. The visiting in the
neighboring villages has been carried on
more or less regularly notwithstanding the
failing health of Mr. Middleton upon
whom a great part of it has always de-
pended.  For a short time a band of 26,

rupees sent’ by Major!

river in the rainy season. The majority
of these rivers, however, when the rains
aree over, quickly spend their force and
the ynly traces left behind are their dry
and rocky channels, This illustrates aptly
tha _religious life of the people which
réaches its height through the influence of
these large gatherings but subsides us
quickly. They are their times of revival
and.tench us if we are to reach the heurt
and inner life of the people that wo muss
, infuse into such gatherings, Christian
{ thought and Christian faith, and thus
; make them fruitful of eternal pence to
' many souls now seeking rest in vain.

We also spent three weeks in camp at
Dhar, « distance-of 35 miles from Mhuw.
Mr. and Mrs. Muwray and the Misses

tockbridge accompanied us. Qur recep-
tion was most hearty, both in the city and
villages, we vis.t:d the latter usually in
the evening when we made use of the
magic lantern which proved to be o most
valuable auxiliary. We had the privilege
of exhibiting in the Dhar High School and
in the Durbar Hall of the Thakur of
Turls, along with other pictures, a serics
of views in the life of Christ which attord-
ed an oxcellent opportunity of giving in
brief the mission and teaching of our
Saviour. The Maharaja of Dhar also -
vited us to wltness the Durbar held in
hounor of the Queen’s Jubilee and at the
close asked me to speak und offer prayer
in behalf of Her Majesty which I did and
also for His Highne:s, feeling grateful to
Him, who controlleth the hearts of all
, men for this act of recognition.
The bazaar preaching hes been cuntin-

travelling laborers, living temporarily near , usd as usual, though the results here asm
one of the villages, came daily for instruc- | uther places are somewhat unsatisfactory.
tion in regard to our religion  Althoagh | This mwakes it desirable that we should
the result was not the.r ingughering into | have a suitable church in the heart of tho
the church before their departure wo trust | city into which we can invite the people,
that many of them carried away and will | The necessity of a church thus situated is
spread in their wanderings the seéd of the | confirmed by the experience of mission-
kingdom. Had a suitable worker been | aries in other parts of India. Doubtless
avatlable we would like to have sent him | the difficulties are many in the way of ob-
along with them but this we regret we | taining a site fur such a purpuse but these
were unable to do. must be overcome if we are to plant our
November last the Rev. R. C. Murray i wurk here firmly. We hope before long
and myself with the workers attended the | to be able to repurt that we have not only
mela of Onkar on the bank of the Ner- | secured a site but erected a building.
budda. Here we had many opportunities, 1n English lectures only, a beginning
of preaching and conversing with the | has been made. Still we have the satis-
people from all ports ot the surrounding | faction of knowing that a number have
country. But we felt ourselves in a | been led to read:their own sacred books to
position not unlike that of persyns seeking | see whether, ¢ the truth that makes free”
o turn the rushing torrent of an Indian|is'tu be found therein, This branch of
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work we hope to resume mnow that the
district work of the cold season i3 over.
It is work that requires o great amount of
patient and often tedious enquiry and re-
search 8o as tobe able to think their
thoughts and discern what there may be
of the true and good in them and further
perceive the wrong so as to present the
Great Redecmer to their mindsand hearts.
When caste is relaxing its hold upon the
people the practical question of the day
on all sidesis, **what aro to be the new
safe-guards of morality 7"  The old are
slipping away what are tu be the new !
Many are recommending * the divine light
of education,” though it is largely left to
the Missionaries to see that the light is
really “divine.”

Our vernacular boys’ school shuw sun.e
advance during the year although we had
to close one of them on account of the
want of a proper teacher. The average
attendance of the bazaar school is 41, as
compared with 25 last year. The secund
school remains about the same in number
though the standard of proficiency is con-
siderably improved.

The expeclation expressed in our last
year’s report that the Zoroastrian schaol
would be handed over to the Mission h.s
not been fulfilled owing to an unexpected
change of mind on the part of the mana-
gers of the institution.

It gives me pleasure to bear testimony
to the marked improvement in the girl's
schools and to the interest manifested in
the other parts of the work of the Misses
Stockbridge. The average attendance in
the bazaav school is much larger than last
vear. The majority of the pupils are
Hindoos, but the number of Parsees and
Mahomunedans is increasing.  In Pension-
poora schoolthe number has also improved.
and the parents are heginning to show a
great deal of interest. One special fea-
ture of their work isa woman's weekly
meeting, which is simply for prayer,pruise
and reading of the scriptures and has becn
attended by as many as 35.

Our Sabbath School has been a source
of much encouragement to us. We have
seven classes and have been assisted by
Rev. R. C. Murray and Mr. Drew and
the other members of the Mission. The
average attendance has been 83, and for
several Sabbaths we had over 100.

We may mention also the gathering held
at Christinas for the boys and girls of our
different schools. Several ladies, Major

General Gillespie and other English and
native gentlemen were present. The clul-
dren seemed Lo enjoy the day, especially
the prize prrt. :

Though we have had soveral enquiries.
and some of them hopeful, yet our addi-
tions ] ave been few: two by baptis, one
by profession of faith, and Yusuf Ram
Chander has joined us as Colpurteur from
another Mission. :

DEMARARA.,

The following extracts of the Report of |
Rev. J. Gibson shew that $o far as the
work in Demarara is concerhed it is full
of promise. He says : 7

““The desire expressed invaur lastae-
port, that something should be-done for
the education of the cluldren by placing’
native teachers at important centres, -has
in sume cases been carricd ont with very
encodraging vesalts, - .

The Ultolugt and Dr. Witlews school
was opened 1n February sWath-an atten-
danceof 32, The total nuinber of children
on the roll dur ng the year was 2703
163 boys and 107 girls. The highest
dady attendance was 208, The school
house is a lnrge new buildimg 60 16, x 35 {t..
divided into two class rovms of neatly
cqual size ; the necessary materials for
school work have been supplied by the.
estate ; the grounds have been wmuch im-
proved and the walls have been brighter e 1
by a series of Scripture pittures, the gift
of the Rev. J. Forefan. Abrabam
Lincoln an cflicient teacher and catechist
has Leen in charge of this school and the
children have made such progréss in their
studies as to repay the attention bestowed
upon them. A sewing class has lately
been started.

The Tuschen and Zeclugt school- was
opened in July with an attendance of
103. The total number on'the roll dur-
ing the year was 160 ; 85 boys and 75
girls. The highest daily attendance. was
108. 'The building is large and comfort-
ably furnished with seats and desks for
upwards of 100 children. -The grounds
have been levelled and dramed. Some
repairs are still required to make the
building complete. The teacher, Thomas
Grant, has taken great pains with the
pupils, some of whom have made wonder-
ful prugress in such a short time. An
allowance of $25.00 per month was receiv-
ed from U.tulugt and Dr. Witlem and the
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same amount from Tuschen and Zeelugt, ! The discouraging feature in connection
A third teacher, Gilbert Heaven husgiven | with this mission at present is the business.
help in organizing the schools at Titolugt | depression that prevails.  Owing to tho
and Tuschen, and will horeafter be lucated | low price of sugar mary of the estates aro
at Stewartville. meeting with heavy losses, and the mis-
The Hayne school was opened in August | sivnary society there which has hitheito
with an attendance of 6.  The total | paid cne-half Mr. Gibson's salary is un-
number on the roll during the year was | able Yo wect its olligations,—Ep.
100]; G0 boysi and 40 girls. The }:ighcst [
daily attendanco was 70. Jankee, a 3 IN I
young lad who lives on the. estate wus! PROGRESS IN BRITAIN.
employed as teacher. His services were | Our national drink bill for 1836 is so
secured at a small salary paid out of 3 far satisfactory. It shows a decidedly
Sunday collectioue,  His father is driver j diminished expenditure.  Ten years ago
on the estate, and by using his influence | the amount spent was £147,288,000; last
with the parents he has enabled his son | year it was £122,9C5,785. But when one
to secure a  good attendance.  The | looks even at the - lower sum, there seems.
manager at the cluse of the, year repaired | very little cause indeed fur cungratulation.
the schoul house. hung the walls with a | It means that in every family of five per-
number of pretty, inftruc.ive pictures, | suns vver SIXTEEN POUNDS 0D an averagn
and guaranteed tae teacher’s salary for | are annually paid for intoxicants.
the coming year. All the schoul houses It is pleasant to hear that pauperism
are convenient and conggfortable for Sun- | alsu is deereasing.  In 1€57 there wero
day services,  The .pringipal service Las | furty-five paupers to every thousand of the
been held at Uitolugt, .The. averyge at- | pupulativn. From the last report we
tendance of adults has. varied, from 20 to | learn that the propmtion has fallen to *
30 : of children from 60 to 120. ‘The | twenty-six per thousand. :
Hindustani language is the chief medium These two points taken tugether are
of Seriptural instruction.  Eightean per- | very signiticant.  Many ascribe the de-
suns have been Dbaptized, 15 adults and 3 | crease of intemperance to dull trade.
children. . Fifteen names have been added | People. it is argudd, have not had the
to the Communion roll, 5 by ceirtificate | means to buy drink.  But the same causo
and 10 by profession.. The present nam- | vught, one would think, to have had the
ber of communicants is 31, The number | effect of increasing pauperism.  That re-
of baptized persons is 36 ; 46 aduylts .and | sult, however, has not fullowed, and we
10 children.  Threeanarriages have bLeen | are thus reminded in a very forcible way
performed.  The collections for.the year | that drink tends more eficetually so pro-
amounted to $41.48.  Twelve wstates, ten | wmote poverty than even scarcity of bread.
l:ospit;lls, and five villages have .been | — Free Clouch Monthly.
visited.

A Christinas treat was given to the BEECHER'S EARLY THEOLOGY.
c.ildren and prizes for attendance and . :

diligence were awarded. to the most de- In 1879 Henry Ward Beecher preached
serving, 'Two or three boys, give promise | discourse on future retribution, in which,
of soon being valuable helpers. after reading the terrible words of Christ

In conclusion we would acknowledge | in the gospels on the subject, he said :-—
the manifold gooduess of Gud to all con- | ““The.¢ is the plain, simple testimony of
neoted with the Mission, and would earn- / Jesus Christ. 1 cannct get around that
estly pray that He will still continue to y nor get gver it.  There it is. I have no-
bless us, and that He will put it into the | thing to say. I cannot fatho-y it....1f
hearts of many of His people to give their | you ask me for the faith that is in me, I
support to this work, which is undoubtedly | simply say, Jesus says so....Aslongas I
His sight aud which shall not be in vain | hold to the divinity of Christ, 1 cammot
in the Lord. We arve duly grateful for | but hold the truth which he tanght me to
what has been done, we should rejoice to | believe, and to teach others ; that sin will
see still greater efforts made to supply the | be Visited in the other life with terrible
crying waunt of Christian instruction.” penalties. such as no man's imagination

Faithfully yours. .- can pierce. It is a fearful thing to . fall
Joun GiBsow, into the hands of the living God.” - :
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SYMPATHY.

O Symeatuy |

What wondrous power is thine !

Thine absence most doth prove why
potency ;

When day by dny, and week by \veuk. .

Yea, months and years,

Mete out the measure of the space

Which leaves an aching, aching void,

Seeming as hone but thee can fill.

Why doth this heart so crave for sympathy?

In the search for answer

The soul recalls itself,

And thinks of words which six milleniums
back

Expressed it clearly—

41t is not goud that man should be alone.”
(Gen, ii. 18.)

¢ Alone !” What mean ye by this word
“alone” ?

Surrounded by a household full,

And day by day with scrugglmg masses

“Thronging the hives of industry and toil !

t* Alone,” when oft for hours together

Leisure is wauting

E’en to think of aught but pressing duties ?

¢ Alone,” when Leyond the sound of hu-
man voice

It is impossible to reach !

No ! we mean not such a sense of loneli-
ness.

Alone! Ay, in one sense,

*fis sweet, surpassing sweetness,

To be amidst assembled multitudes,
Amidst the busy din and roar,

And yet alone with God,

To hvld communion re'\l

With Him whoso promised presence
1s vouchsafed and realized.

Once in a busy tkrong,

When crowds were pressing round the
Master’s form,

. He asked who touched Him

And in astonishment was answer made,

“Thou seest the ultitude thronging
Thee,

And sayest Thov,

Who touched Me i (Mark v. 31 )

Ay, in all that number

One did stand alone ;

Unknown to all but Him ¢

‘Who sees the aching void,

And knows the heart’s deep depths.

Full and yet-empty,

Yea, filled with its own emptiness.

Sympathy | The craving after theo;

The yearning, yearning for a heart's ro-
sponse—

A desert in thecity ! Can this be possible?

Yen, 'tis evenso;

And thus it is, that one may bealone,

Thy' well surrounded.

\' m not numbers, noise, or duties ;

- is not outward oneness, nor an outward

form

Produces thee.

Tho' number is made up of units,

Yot many units do not form an umtv H

So may we crowded be, and yet nlone.

¢¢ Tt is not good that mnan should be alone,”

To this the heart responsive beats,

And feels its need,

We mean tho satisfying

Of those inner longings,

Which'find their counterpart

Reflected in another's thoughts—

Joys, faith, desires, and expu.mtmns,

Altke for time as for etornity,

Which would creative rise,

To find their life sustained

Each by the other, as if the two were one ;

Each too would beagreed in prayer (Matt.
xviii. 19.)

And so would each make light

The cross the other had to bear.

O Sympathy I

The Lord of Life despised thee not,

When, with Martha, Mary, and their
brother,

He found a human solace

In a little home at Bethany (Luke x.
38.41 ; John xi.):

And so ’'tis good we should not be alone,

But find 2 human chord of oneness,

Helping, and to be helped.

O Sympathy

\Vhere, in t,he mystery of Prox idence,

Thou art denied

And thine absence forms the cross to bear :

The human heart must satisfy its longings

Of human and of spiritual

Alike in Oné—"

The One who sticketh closer than a bro-
ther (Prov. xviii. 24):

Who is our Daysman—Head (Job ix. 83
Eph. iv. 15.)

In whom all fulness dwells (Col. i. 19.)

A *“fulness” meet to fill the emptiest
‘space,
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To melt the shreds of driest love,

And fill the withering branch (John xv. 6.)

With all the juices of the vine itsclf (John
xv. b.)

O Sympathy ! ‘
Thou art at best but an uncertain friend ;
Faith hath outreached thee ;

Thou hast a power too limited :
Faith can serve whern thou art not,
And keep the weary soul

In all its struggles,

Alike for things of earth

And things of heaven,
Strengthening to endure,

As secing even now the One Invisible

(Heb. xi. 27.) .
— Leaflet,

HELPFUL HINTS TO MEMBERS OF
THE CHURCH.® .

BY REV. J. M. CAMERON, TORONTC.

Every membher of the congregation is,
in a muasure, responsible for 1ts success o
failure. To secure success: —

1. Let each member be regularly in his
place, and every one bring another with
him. There is no inspiration for either
preacher or people, in an empty pew. To
neglect the ordinances is to help to de
stroy them; it is to stand in the way o!
the conversion of siuners, the edification
of saints, and the glory of God. ** Yeare
the light of the world.” ¢ Take heed
therefure that the light which.isin thee
be not darkness,” Lo

2. Be punctual. Punctuality is the s ul
of politeness. Never postpone. A duty
delayed isa duty doubled. Now, is the
only time you arve ever sure of, to doa
thing in. .

3. Make yourself useful.
work, and do it yourself. Persevere, iy
theface of discourngements. Discourage
ments are of the devil. 1tis nut enougl
to be good; if a child of God, you will
try to be good for something. One granc
evidence of genuine conversion, isa de-
sire to be usetul.  “ What shall I render
unto the Lord for all his benefits toward
me 7"

4. Be diligent. The precious life-blocd
of the soul runs out in wasted time. The
very essence of joy lies in the doing ol
that one, grand thing—Duty.

5. Cultivate a habit of cheerfulness.
Never encourage a morose, querulous, or
fault-finding spirit. The murmurer writes

Chacse you:

Marah onall his mercies. ‘¢ Workers are
never grumblers; and grumblers never
work.” ~ ** A merry heart doeth good like:
a medicine.” :

6. Stand by your minister. Keep him.
in countenance, by your conscientious at-
tendance; in cournge, by your hemty co-
operation; in fervor and faithfuluess by
your own fervent prayers. Protect his

’ .gvod name; be not constantly criticising

his work, cspecially before the young; but
assist him, by informin%)him of strangers,
or any sick, orin trouble, or in spiritual
antiety. .

7. Sustain tho Office-bearers, both in
‘Church and Sabbath-school. They are
doing work for Christ, and work for you;
hold up your hands and encourage them

init. *“Do all things without murmuz-
mys.”

8. Be generous. God calls for our gifts
as a mark, and the measure of our love.
Remember, Jesus gits over against the
Tresury, and beholds how the people cast
in thoir money. Stinginess, in personal
doalings with God and his cause is a sure:
evidenco of leanness of soul. ¢ The lib-
eril soul shall be made fat,”

9. Be ever watchful. Watch over your
th ughts. ‘¢ Keep thy heart, with all dil-
igance.” Watch over your words. *“ For
every idle word:that men shall speak,they
shall give account thereof in the day of
julgment.”  Watch over your actions.
** They were judged every man according
to his works.” Watch over your infu-
erze.  ** Tor none of us liveth to himself,
amnd no man dieth to himself.”

. 10. Continue instant in prayer. “Pray
for the peace of Jerusalewm; they shall
prosper that love thee.”

THE McALL MISSION.

The Protestant ladies of France propose:
2 hold a tair in Paris during the hirst fwo
weeks of May, in aid of the McAll Mis-
sion. About thirty theusand francs have
been recently contributed by French Pro-
testants, and it is hoped the proceeds of
the sale will make good the .remaining
deficit of about tv.enty thousand francs.
The various lalls opened have now in all
about fifteen thousand sittings. Fiance
takes hold of the work herself, which:
shdws how the leaven is working. Some
touching gifts for the fair have beeu sent
by very poor people, who have experienced
the spiritual benetit of Mr. Moall’s noble
work.—Sel.
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CHRISTIANITY AND INFIDELITY.
BY DR. TALMAGE.

Dr. Talmage recently delivered an ad-
dress in Richmond, Va., in the close of
which he contrasted as follows the work
done by Christianity with that which has
been done by infidelity, and shewed the
utter meanness of infidelity which takes
away the Bible without giving any substi-
tute for it. He said:

“There stands Christianity.
stands Infidelity. Compare what they
have done. Cumpare their resources.
There is Christianity, a prayer on her lip,
a benediction on her brow, both hands fuil
of help for all whe want help; the mother
of thousands of colleges; the mother of
thousands of asylums for the oppressed,
the blind, the sick, the lame, the imbecile,
the mother of missions for the bringing
back of the outcast; the mother of thous-
ands of reformatory institutions for the
saving of the lost; the mother of innum-
erable Sabbath schools bringing millions
of children under a drill to prepare them
for respectability and usefulness, to say
nothing of the great future. That is
Churistianity.

Here is Infidelity: no prayer on her lips,
no benediction on her brow, both hands
clenched—what for ? To tight Christianity.
That is the entire business. The complete
mission of Infidelity to fight Christianity.
Where are her schools, Fer colleges, her
asyloms of mercy? Let me throw gou
down a whole ream of foolseap paper that
you may fill all of it with the names of her
beneficent institutions, the colleges and
the asylums, the institutions of mercy and
of learning, founded by Infidelity, and
suppurted alone by Infidelity, pronounced
against God and tae Christian religion and
yet in favar of making the world better.
*0,” you say, ‘““aream of paper is too
much for the names of those mstitutions.”
Well, then, I throw you a quire of paper.
Fill it all up now, I will wait until you
get the names down. “Oh,” you say,
*that is too much.”  Well, then, I will
just hand you « sheet of letter paper. Just
fill up the four sides while we are talking
of this matter with the names of the mer-
ciful institutions and_the educational
institutions founded by Iufidelity and sup-
ported all along by Infidelity, pronounced
against God and the Christian religion,
yet in favor of humanity. *Ob,” you

There

say, * that is too much voom; we don’t
want a whole sheet of paper to write down
the names.” Perhaps 1 had better tear
out one leaf from my memoranduwm-book
and ask you to fill up both sides of it with
the names of such institutions, * Ob,”
you say, ** that would be too much room;
you wouldn't want so much rcom as that.”
Well, then, suppose you count them on
your ten fingers. *‘Oh.,” you say, *‘not
quite so much as that.” Well, then, count
them on the fingers of onehand. ¢ Oh,”

ou say, ** we don’t want so much roomas
that.”  Suppose, then, you halt and count
on one finger the name of any institution
founded by Infidelity, supported entirely
by Infidelity, pronounzed against God and
the Cliristian religion, yet toiling to make
the world better. Not one! Not one!

Is Infidelity so poor, so starveling, so
mean, so useless? Get out, you miserable
pauper of the universe! Crawl into some
hole of everlasting nothingness! Infidelity
standing to-day amid the suffering, groan-
ing, dying nations, and yet doingabsolute-
ly nothing, save trying to impede those
who are toiling until they fall exhiusted
into their graves in trying to make the
world better. Gather up all the work, all
the merciful work, that Infidelity hasecver
done, add it all together, and there is not
so much nobility in it as in the smallest
bead of that Sister of Charity who last
night went up the dark alley to the town,
put a jar of jelly for an invalid appetito
on a broken stand, and then knelt on the
bare floor, praying the mercy of Christ
upon the dying soul.

Infidelity scrapes no lint for the wound-
ed, hakes no bread for the hungry, shakes
up no pillow for the sick, rouses no com-
fort for the bereft, ¢ilds no grave for the
dead ; while Chris:, our Christ, our
wounded Chrisy, our risen Christ, the
Christ of this uld-fashivned Bible—blessed
be His glorious name forever!—our Christ
stands this evening pointing to the hospi-
tal, or to the asylum, saying: ** I wassick
and ye gave Me a couch; 1 was lame and
ye gave Me a cruteh; I was blind and ye
physicraned My eyesight; I was orphaned
and ye mothered My soul; 1 was lost on
the mountains and ye brought Me home;
innsmuch as yo did it to one of the least of
these, 3 2 did it to Me.”

Go forth, then, in high hope to your
great work of cvangelization. We toil
not in our own strength. I seemed an
insignificant thing when Moses stretched



THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

© 185

out his hand over the Red Sea. What
power could that have over the water?
But the wind blew all night from the east
and the waters gathered themselves in
glittering palisades on either side. The
billows reared as God's hand pulled back
on their crystal bits.  Wheel into line, oh,
Israel! March! March! Pearls crash under
foot. The flying spray springs a rainbow
arch for the victors to march under. The
shout of hosts mounting the beach is an-
swered by the shout of hosts mid sea, and
when the last line of the Israelites has
reached the beach, the shields clang, and
the symbols clap, and as the waters
whelmed the pursuing foe, the swift fing-
cred winds on white keys of foam played
the grand march of Israel Delivered and
the awful dirge of the Egyptian Over-
thrown. So we go out and stretch our
hand over the boiling sea of sin and suf-
fering. Aba! says the deriding world.
Aha! That will amount to nothing, but
the winds of God’s help will begin to blow,
and the way will be cleared for the great
army of Christian philanthropists, and the
glittering {reasures of the world’s benefi-
cence will line the paths of our feet, and
we shall be grected to the other shore by
the clash of all Heaven's symbols, while
they who resist and deride and pursue will
wo down under the sea, and there shall be
nothiny left of them save here and there,
cast high and dry upon the beach, the
splintered wheel of a chariot, or thrust

out from the surf the breathless nostril of,

a riderless charger
Hallelujah! The Lord God omnipotent
reigneth! Hallelujah!”

A MOHAMMEDAN COLLEGE.

A rumor was recently circulatod widely
of the existence of a vast Mohammedan
College in the north of Africa, which wus
reported to coutain ten thousand students,
and from which it was said that one thou-
sand Moslem missionaries are annually
seut forth. General Haig, who has just
completed a most important journey of
exploration in the interior of Arabia, has
sent to the Church Missivnary Saciety a
report in which he describes the true
state of this Moorish University. It ap-
pears that the students of the College do
occasionally number eight thousand, but
that is only just before a conscription, and
the number is rapidly reduced as soon as
the conscription is over. As a matter of

fact, only about half a dozen of its mem-
bers proceed to a degree each, year, and
they become crystallized bigots rather than
active missionaries. In fact, the General
says that Mohammedan missivnary zeal is
a thing of the past ; it never outlives the
power of the sword, and the Arabs them-
selves say there are ‘“no Moslems now,
they are just like Kaftirs.” Nevertheless.
it is a fact that among the ignorant tribes
of Central Africa the religion of the Pro-
phet is rapidly spreading through the in-
tluence of the Arab traders, and experi-
ence has long taught lhow much more
diftienlt it is to bring the gospel home to
those who have cmbraced the tenets of
that religion than to those who still re-
main heathen.

THE ANVIL OF GOD'S WORD.
One day I paused beside a blacksmith’s

oor,
And heard the anvil ring the vesper
chime;
Then lookirg m, I saw upon the floor
Old hauuners worn with beating years
of time.

‘How many anvils have you had,” said I,
*To wear and batter all these hammers
so?”
“Just one,” he answered; then with
twinkling eye,
‘¢ The anvil wears the hammers out, you
kuow.”

And so, I thought, the anvil of God's
Word

For ages sceptic blows have beat upon;

Yet, though the noise of infidels was heard,

The anvil is unworn—the hammers gone!

STRANGE INSTANCE OF THE PRO-
GRESS OF THE GGSPEL IN FIJL.

In theancient city of Bau stands a stone
with & history like that of Moloch. It
stood in front of the chicf temple, Vata
mi Tawaki, which on a high foundation
towered above the many shrines and fanes
of Bau. The corpses destined for cannibal
orgies, trailed in their gore along the dusty
so1l, were dashed by the head against this
stone as an offering to the divinities be-
fore being devoured. For at least thirty
years this stone has had upon it no stain
of human blood, and now is converted
into a_baptismal font, and stands in the
great Bau church.—Crisis of Missions.
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"PROTESTANT GIRLS AND CON-
VENT SCHOOLS.

The Presbyterian Review has a thought-
ful article, in its last issue, on the subject
of the cdueativn of Protestant girls in
Roman Catholic convents. The question
i3 really a serious one, and parents should
consider very gravely all the possible re-
sults of sending their young and unsophis-
ticated daughters to these places for in-
struction. The general education given
to pupils in convents is decidedly below
what is expected nowadavs in ladies or re-
finement and culture. True, the lighter
accomplishment, such as faney work, are
given great attention.  As to the quality
of the musical instruction, it is, in some
cases, doubtful, when compared with the
usual musical advantages to be had at
woderate cost. As to mathematics,science,
and literature, the convents are not up to
the mark. Some parents may perhaps
consider these lastof less importance than
music and fancy work. If so, they surely
make a great mistake. Nothing is so at-
tractive Ina lady as a sound English edu-
cation, which gives her the power to ap-
preciate and enjoy the best literature for
her own reading, toselect what is valuable
forher children and, it may be, to become
a still mors helpful companion to her hus-
band. This education the convent in this
country does not give. Its great werit is
its cheapness. ln nearly every branch,
the training it offers is superficial. And
besides all this, there is the much graver
wmatter of the religious influence of the
place. A girl educated in a convent may
remain o Protestant; butshe will, beyond
doubt, have learnt to place great impor-
tance upon the furms and ceremonies of
religion, while her spiritual training has
been perforce neglected, or, it may be,
andermined and unsettled. If pavents
cannot afford the difference in expense be-
tween girl's schools and the convents, far
Dutter that they should educate their
daughters at the public schools, and make
up for deficiencies by the influence and
training of the home.—Erang. Chnrclman.

A BRAHMIN'S QUESTION.

Mr. Lewis, a missionary of the London
Socicty at Bellary, was, not long ago,
asked by a young Brahmin: ‘*Do the
Christian peopleof England really believe
1hat it would be a good thing for the peo-
ple of India to become Christians?”

‘“ Why, yes; to be sure they do,” was the
reply. ** What I mean is,” continued the
Brahmin, * do they, in their heart, believe
that the Hindus would be better and hap-
pier'if they were converted to Christian-
ity 7" ¢ Certainly they do,” said Mr.
Lewis. * Why, then, do they act in such
a strange way ! Why do they send so few
to preach their religion? When there are
vacancies in the civil service, there are
numerous applicants at once; when there
is a military expedition, a hundred olicers
volunteer for it; in commercial enterprises,
also, you are full of activity and always
have a strong staff. But it is different
with your religion. 1see one missionary
with his wife here, and 150 miles away is
another, and 100 miles in another direc-
tion is a third. How can the Christians
of England expect to convert the people
of India from their hoary faith with so
lictle effort on their part?”

“AMUSEMENTS.”

Many young Christians will be sorely
tempted to a sinful conformity to the
world. The solicitation of friends, the
loose example of many professed followers
of Christ, the quiet ridicule of those who
believe in having a good time—all these
and othe: (nfluences, conspire in such
times to a relaxalion of Christian obliga-
tion. The secusliy against a demoralizing
inconsistency is increased attention to the
private duties of religion. Those whoare
wuch in their closet, offering up constantly
their prayers to Him who seeth in secret,
will not go far astray. ““Be thou the
guide of my youth” is a prayer especially
appropriate to the young Christians in
seasons when their consistency is tried.—
Associate Reformed Presbyterian.

THE WAY TO DO IT.

“There is not a sin committed on earth
or in hell but has its spring and fountain
in your breast and mine. You areall sin,
your nature i¢ sin, your heart is sin, your
past life -is sin, your prayers are all sin.
Take the Lord Jesus for your righteous-
ness. In Him is no sin.” On this the
Religious Herald remarks:— * That is the
way McCheyne preached fifty years ago.
He brought out in all its hideous propor-
tions the guilt of sinners, and theu puint-
ed to the atoning bluod of the crudified
Son of God. That brought success ir his
day, and it will do the same in this da7.”
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THE FAITH-CURE.

We unhesitatingly maintain that it is
eminently proper, nay more, a duty, to
pray for the sick, looking up through all
intermediate agencies to Him with whom
are the issues of life and death, and we
think that recovery from sickness may
often be attained in answer to prayer,
whilst on the other hand all remedial
agencies employed by ourselves may in
some instances have been ineffective be-
cause there wasno recognition of God's
relation to second causes, or in its stead,
perchance, a denial of it. Yetthereis an
absolute, invariable power attributed to
prayer by some persons for which there is
not the slightest warrant in the Word of
God. Prayer which thinks to command
Omnipotence is profane. Prayer that de-
mands its own way is impious. Prayer
that thinks to sweep the whole field of
physical disease and convert it into a gar-
den of the Lord must suffer defeat. True
prayer is submnission to the divine will.
Sickness may be the cross for which we
have asked, and by which we are to be
raised nearer to God, and better fitted for
the land where sickness is unknown. It
may be sent that we may glorify God by
showing his power to sustain, and illus-
trate the patience and resignation which
honor him. Paul declared the supporting
power of grace, and as certainly brought
an acceptable tribute of praise to his Lord
when he mcekly endured the rankling
thorn in his flesh, which stayed on, as
when he preached Christ on Mars’ Hill or
stood in moral grandeur before the most
noble Festus.

Jesus has many children specially be-
loved, down in the lowly valleys of suffer-
ing, who honor him in their quiet submis-
sion and in the faith which pierces every
cloud and dwells in the light above it.
And they do this just as fully as do they
who serve him in the world's broad har-
vest-fields, consecrating their strength to
him who gave it.

We believe in prayer for the sick, prac-
tise it, thank God for it, owe much to it.
But truth may be pressed to an extreme
and become pernicious error. 1t may pass
the summit where the sun shines and the
air is serene, and descending the north
slope, which lies in perpetual shadow,lead
to the chill and death of complete separa.
tion from the source of light and life.

This modern faith has a progeny of un-

belief, and there is the sound of feet com-
ing.after. Itis time to call a halt and
look after the old paths, and seck the
spirit of Christ in the garden, the bitter
chalice at his lips, submissively saying,
“Thy will, not mine, be done.—Sel.

HARMONY AT HOME.

1. We may be quite sure that our will
is likely to be crossed during the day; so
let us prepare for it.

2. Every person in the house has an
evil nature as well as ourselves, and there-
fore we must not expect tou wmuch.

3. Look upon each member of* the fam-
ily as one for whom Christ died.

4. When inclined to give an angry an-
swer, let us lift up the heart in prayer.

5. If from sickness, pain, or infirmity,
wo feel irritable, let us keep a very strict
watch over ourselves.

6. Observe when others are suffering
and drop a word of kindness.

7. Watch for little opportunities of
pleasing, and put little annoyances out of
the way.

8. Take a cheerful view of every thing,
and encourage hope.

9. Speak kindly to dependents and ser~
vants, and praise them when you can.

10. In all little pleasures which may
ocecur, put self last.

11. Try for the soft answer that turneth
away wrath.—Congregationalist.

TWO SIDES TO A STORY.

¢- Well, mother,” said a workingman to
his wife, as he returned from the Common,
where he had been hobnobbing all the
forenoon with his fellow strikers, let’s
have dinner.”

‘¢ No dinner to-day, old man,
plied.

¢¢ No dinner—what'sup ?

“I've struck for eight hours’ work and
two meals a day; so has Mrs. Johnson, so
has Mrs. Spring. In fact we've hada
meeting, and we have concluded that six-
teen hours a day is too much for delicate
females when strong men can only stand
eight hours.”

It 1s reported that the paterfamilias at
once promptly seized his hat and ran out
to see if he could have a cummittee of
arbitration appointed.—Sel.

”

she re-

‘“Js this death?” asks a dying saint,
and thon calimly adds, *“ Oh, how sweet.’™”



188

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

PRESBYTERIANISM IN VICTORIA'S

2 ANy

The Preshyterian Quarterly, the organ
of the Presbyterian Alliance, has an article
on the progress of Presbyterianism during
the fifty years of our good Queen’s reign,
which has been summed up as follows :

*“In Scotland the number of congrega-
tions has doubled. Ju England fifty years
ago Presbyterianism was barely wvisible :
in Wales it was bardly kuown that we had
a young and promising sister. In the
United States the increase has been far
greater.  In the whole Doeminion of
Canada there scem  (from Oliver and
Boyd's Almanac for 1337) to have been
Jittle more than a hundred congregations ;
now there are six times that number.  In
the more recent colonies of Great Britain,
the Presbyterian Churches, now so full of
youthful Life, had hardly begun to exist.
In France, where a hundred years ago the
Reformed Church had no legal toleration,
‘the number of congregations has greatly
increased. The Waldensian Church has
added all its mission cungregations in the
Peninsula, and the Free Italian Church
has boen added to our family.. In many
parts of the European coniinent there are
mission stations and centres of Preshy-
terian influence where there were none at
the beginning of the half-century. The
great Western coutinen* has practically
grown to four times its former maguitude ;
and vver the whole of its area, from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, from the Gulf of
Mexico to cluse on the Arctic Circle, the
in{lu’(’mce of the Presbytevian Church is
felt.

MISSIONS IN GREENLAND.

It is not often that we get mission news
from Greenland. The following extract
of a letter by a Moravian missionary gives
a glimpse of their life.

“The dale is, * Friedrichsthal, Septem-
ber 9, 188¢" (Friedrichsthal is the most
southern mission-station in Greenland.
* The next day (August the 21st, 1886) I
went with my colleague, brother Riegel,
to Pamiagdleck, where we found ¥7 pagans
cvidently glad of secing us. What a dif-
ference between them and our Christian-
ized Greenlanders! What a wretched
state they are in! Sealskin trousers,

Jjacket, and boots is all their covering ;
they know no underclothing.

Around the

head they roll a few pearls.  They live in
holes of about two yards width and one
and a half yard length. From five to
eight human beings were squatting in such
a hovel on a dirty sealskin spread over a
swampy ground,” ana soforth. ¢ Weshall
beg these people,’ says the same writer
towards the end of his letter, ‘ to settle
near our station. May the Lord leave our
words in their souls like wn aipedlon
(sting 7). :

It is a popular objectivn against the
religious observance of the Lord’s Day,
that the laboring classes need it as a day
of recreation.  On this it is obvious to re-
mark, 1, that there are many grievous
evils in our modern civilization, but these
ave not ta be healed by trampling on the
laws of Cod. I men crowd laborers into
narrow prewmises, and overwork them in
heated factorics six days in the week,
they cannot atone for that sin by making
the Lord’s Day a day of au.usement. 2,
So far from Sunday, as generally spent by
the laboring class, being a day of refresh-
ment, it is just the reverse. Monday is
commanly with them the worst day inthe -
week for labor ; it is needed as a day for
recovery from the effects of a misspent
Sunday. 3, 1f the laboring classes are
provided with healthtul places of abode,
and are not oversworked, then the best
restorative is entive vest from ordinary
occupations, and divecting their thoughts
and feelings into new channcls, by the
purifying and elevating offices of religion.
This is the divinely appointed method of
preserving the bodies and souls of men in
a'healthful state, a wmethod which no
human device is likely to improve.—
Charles Hodge, D. D.

Kiterary Potices.

ScriBNER’s MacaziNe for June contains
“‘ Some Hlustrations of Napoleon and his
times,” with numerous illustrations. ¢ A
Collection of the Unpublished letters of
Thackery I11.” Ilustrated by drawings by
Thackery, (to be continued.) **An Un-
commercial Republie,” being an interest-
ing history of the Republic of Guatamala,
with illustrations from photographs. Be-
sides these there are several stories and
short poems, some serial and some com-
plete. 25 cents per month; $3.00 per
year. Charles Scribners Sons, New York.
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NEAR PERDITION.
The Baptist Weekly tells the following

story of Rev. Dr. Wo S. Plumer:—** He

was once invited to preach at Hot Springs,
where a company of fashionable world-
lings were gathered. He opened thus :
¢ It is said tha. the manner in which these
springs were discovered was somewhat
pecutiar.  Two D@chmen were driving
their wagons along this road, and coming
toa spring, one of them stayed to mind
the teams while the other approached the
spring to luarn whether the water was it
to drmk. Stooping down and applying
his lips to the spring, he was severely
scalded. Looking up, with surprise and
pain_ depicted en his face, he cried:—
“Prive on, Haus! Hell is not far from dis
1" The audience buest out laughing.

blace!
Dr. Plumer did not smile; but, waiting
quictly till the langh had subsided, he

continwed:  *And the Dutchman was
right. I have been here during the past

week; and the drinking, the dancing, the
gambling, the swearing, and the various
other vices su prevalent here, have satis-
fied me that hell is not far from this
place.””

A Misstoxary Fayiny.—It has often
been noted that missionary tendencies re-
veal themselves in successive generations
of the same family. The Brawerds, the
Moflats, the Martins, the Careys and
others, sugygest themselves. The tendency
is not so general as to make us inditferent
to example.  Another example has been
Furnished by the last named family. Rerv.
W. P. Carey, sun of Rev. J. P. Carey, of
Tiverton, and great grandson of Rev.
William Carvey, the great missionary apos-
tle and father of Indian missions, has been
appointed by the Baptist missionary So-
ciety to the oversight of the cause at
Howrah, near Calcutta, where he will have
charge of a church, and direct the mis.
sionary work of the district. Thisis the
third William Carey, now living, devoted
to the cause of missions in India.

It is the feature, the grand, ennobling
feature of the Gospel, that he who drinks
deepest of its living waters, thirsts most
to diffuse it. You may estimate the depth
of a man s Christianity by the extent of
what he docs, or gives, or sacrifices, or
3suffers, to spread it.

HOME HAPPINESS.

Probably nineteen-twenticths of the
happiness you will ever have, you will get
at home. The independence that comes
toaman when his work is over, and he
feels that he has run out of the storm into
the quiet harbor of home, where he can
rest 1n peace with his family, is something
| real It dves not make much difference
| whether you own your house or have one
; little room in that house, you can make
- that little rovm a home to you. You can
! people it with such mouds, you can turn to
. it with such sweet fancies, that it will be
! fairly luminous  with their presence, and
"will be to you the very perfection of a
{home.  Against this home none of you
» should ever traugress.  You should always
| treat each other with courttesy. It is often
not so diflicult to love a person as it is to
be courteous te him.  Courtesy is of
greater value and a more royal grace than
some people seem to think. If you will
, be courteous to each other, you will soon
. learn to love each other more wisely, pro- -
foundly, not to say, lastingly, than you
cier did before.

WHAT WEARS OUT LIFE.

It is the part of an indiscreet and
troublesome ambition to care too much
' about fame— about what the world says of
us; to be always looking into the faces of
others for approval; to be always anxious
for the effect of what we do and say; to
" be always shouting to hear the 2cho of our
own voices. If you look about you, you
will see men who are wearing life away in
feverish anxicety of fame, and the last we
shall ever hearof them will be the funeral
hell that tolls them to their early graves.
—Longfellow.

In London, witha population of four
millions, the number of Roman Catholics
is only one hundred and fitty thousand,
and this mainly through Irish immigration.
Notwithstanding the occasional perversion
of some weak-headed sprig of nobility and
the attendant hue and jubilation over it,
the fact remains that the Popeisless a
power in England to-day than he was
twenty-five years ago, and Romanism is
not growing in England.

”

“With God, go over the sea;” says a
Russian proverb: *¢ Without him, go not
over the threshold.”
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DECLINE OF AMERICAN UNITARI-
ANISM.

The rise of Theodore Parker into promi-
nence marked an era of deep significance
in the history of the Unitarian body on
this continent, Prior to that date, the
discussions with New England orthodoxy,
the personal opinivns and mtuence of
Channing and his confreres, and the still
remaining volume of religious experience
that had survived through all the theo-
logical aberrations of the preceding genera-
tion or two, had given to Awmerican
Unitavianisn & large increase of both
positivencss and unity. But with Parker
appeared the beginnings of a divergence
which has gradually divided the denonma-
tion into two main sectivns, widely unlike
in belief, and largely antagomsticin spirit
and in tendency, The tirst, and unhappily
now much the smaller of these sections,
still held to many of the doctrines of the
Gospel, so far as this was pussible in con-
junction with its denial or questioning of
the divinity of Christ. It s*3l received
and revered the Scriptures, enforced
spiritual obligations, recognized the autho-
rity and worth of the Church—still be-
lieved, in a word, in religion, in the
biblical sense of that term.

The other section, under the leadership
of Parker, gradually developed wider and
wider antagonism with most that ortho-
doxy regards as essential to the Christian
faith. Loose notions of inspiration camne
in, with their natural consequence in the
practical rejection of some portions of the
Bible, and in weakening the supreme
authoritativeness which belongs to the
whole Bible as a divine Book. While the
language of Christianity was largely re-
tained, the real meaning of its most sacred
terms, such as atonement and regenera-
tion, was gradually reduced and exhaled,
until they meant almost nothing to those
who still professed in somne sense to receive
them. It was a popular trick in dis.
coursed and elsewhere, to quote from Con-
fucius and Plato, as if they were of equal
authority with Christ. By degrees the
name Unitarian came less and less to
represent anything distinctively Christian,
and even before the death of its brilliant
but erratic leader, Unitarianism of this
type had not only parted company with
orthodoxy once for all, but had even
scvered itself in clmost everything but
the name, from that better Unitarianism

to which we have referred, and to whose
most spivitual representatives we can, as
orthodox men, refer only in terms of
deepest respect.

This downward movement is painful to
contemplate.  Unitarians of the Parker
type, as they swung away from their
original position, have sought afliliations
with almost every wild notion that has
taken root in our prolifie scil.  Forawhile
they coltivated an intimacy with the older
type of Universalism, albeit this still ad-
hertd to the belief that Jesus was a
divine Saviour. Then it struck hands
with the Restorationists, and maintained
the dogma that all men will be brought
back ¢ holiness, if not here, then here-
afler—if not through Christ, then through
their own revources. It established
fellowship with the Positive Religionists,
and e zn to count Christianity a natural
faith-—one of the two great religions dis-
covered by Freeman Clarke. It developed
aflinitics with the pantheistic philosophy,
and with scientific materialism, and re-
joiced in a cunception of evolution, which
practically retired Goa as a Being from the
universe which He had made. And at
last we find one of its conventions hesi-
tating about the passage of a resolution
declaring belief in a personal God to be
an essential article of religion. Wider
and wider have these latitudinarian and
destructive tendencies become, weaker
and weaker have been the doctrinal affirm-
ations, more aud more indeterminate the
theolagical position, until now ro man can
safely define the term Unitarian, or defin~
itely describe the tenets, convictions, ex-
periences of the incongruous body that
bears it.

1t is quite apparent that the only hope
of what we have characterized as the het-
ter, more spiritual type of Unitarianism
in this country, lies in the drawing of
more distinct lines between it and this
wildly erratic and dangerous section.
There can be but little aftinity between
parties so opposite, as there can be no
communion between Parkerism and evan-
aelical Christianity. Is there a‘personal
God, or no? JIs the Bible an inspired
Book, or no? Are the great doctrines of
providence and of moral government real-
ities, or no? Was Christ the one peerless
Teacher and Example for mankind, or no?
Do His teachings comprehend and sum up
the religious beliefs obligatory upon men,
orno? Ina word, is Christianity in a1y
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answers to such questions the whole con-
ception of religion depends; and between
an Uuitarianism which with reverence and
spiritual affection answers them positively,
and an Unitarianism which eqivocates,
doubts, talks vaguely and sometimes de-
nies, there can be no permanent fellow-
ship. It is to be huped that the first type
of Unitarianism will begin ere long to see
this irreconcilable antagonism, and to as-
sert its own worthier convictiuns, even
though the inevitable issue of such a
movement would be a gradual return to
the substance of evangelical orthoduxy.
If this movement is not made, if Patker-
ism is to retain its ascendancy, the days of
American Unitarianism are numbered,
and the time is not far distant when it will
be described as a form of Lelief which died
from the exhaustion consequent upon false
gencralizations, latitudinarian tendencies,
(l'l‘?d the consequent loss of real religious
ife.

Itis not for the beunefit of Unitarians
alone or mainly, that we have made these
references.  Orthuduxy is by no means
free from like danger. There is indeed
-on one side a letter that killeth— a sticking
to the words and technicalities of faith,
that narrows, dwarfs, cxl.austs, destroys.
But there is a liberalism on the other side
that allows silent deviations from the posi-
tive teachings of Scripture; that talks
much about the gencral plans and sub-
stance of Christianity, and on itsabsolute-
ness and universality; that advocates dog-
mas for which only possible authority of
Revelation can be claimed, and which are
subversive of what is plainly taught; that
diverges wmore and more distinctly from
the common faith, and yetis unable to
define the limits of its own divergence;
and that by a law which i's own represen-
tatives do not cl arly see, tends steadily
downward toward looser thinking, toward
latitudinamanism in temj ¢, toward more
dangerous aberration, and ultimate loss of
positive and saving belief. It is against
this movement without, even more than
within the circles of Unitexranism, that as
friends of 2 truly catholic Christianity,we
would enter most earnest protest. There
is danger in it'—N. Y. Evan.

INDOLENCE IN THE CHURCH.

There is a good deal of religious laziness
in this world. Once in a while we hear of

: -
deep sense a divine faith, or no? On the !a Christian worker who is overwrought,

o016 who dies tuo soon or is laid aside
through excessive devotion. But the oc-
currance is so rare that a small volume
would probably contain the records of
all_gyeh lives in a generation. There
are more churches dying for want
of working pastors than there are pastors
dying through excessive work for their
churches. There are Sabbath-schools
languishing for want of energy in those
whuconduct them. There are classes that
make no progress because lazy teachers
sit before them and yawn through a lesson
which they have not prepared, and which
they have not earnestness enough to teach
if they were prepared. There are Chris-
tian men that let their church run down
because they are too lazy to keep it up.
Yet these same men make their own sec-
ular business succeed. It is only as
Christians that they are lazy. It is a
shame to do the world's work well and
then Christ’'s work shabbily, What is
wanted is a revival of Christian energy
andzeal. God never blesses laziness. It
is a farce for you to ask him to bless your
parish-work, your preaching, your teach-
ing, your superintendency, if you put no
life into your work. Consecration is a
muckery unlass it be made real by the ut-
muost we can do. The curse of the church
to-day is laziness!—The Presbyterian.

THE DYING HOUR.

Said one man, as his spirit was about to
leave the body: *‘I would g]a{]ly give
£30,000 to have it proved to my satisfac-
tion that there is no such place as hell!”
And another, looking back upon his past
life, as his dying hour approached, said:
¢ What a fool 1 have been!”

But how different it is with the believer
in the Lord Jesus Christ! A well-known
lady, who had rejoiced in the Saviour’s
love for many years, could face death
without the slightest fear: ¢ What a glor-
ious prospect! 7 she exclaimed; ¢ Chzist
is the rock upon which my feet are placed!”
And another could say: “*Christ is pre-
cious! The Lord is my trust!” And an-
other dying saint remarked: “HadIla
thousand tongues, they should all be em-
ployed in praising God; and had I a thou-
sand lives, they should all be devoted to
Him!”

Reader, perhaps your last words will
one day be recorded. What will be the
nature of them, do you think},
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HOW DO YOU SPEND YOUR'§AB-
ATIIS ? '

He was an upright buginess man. In
his heart he belioved the religion of Christ
to be true. But he was very busys and
when Sunday eame he was thorguyghly
tired. He Leeameo interested, too, mms
Sunday paper; so he gradually deopped off
going to church,  His wife went regular-
ly, and sometimes the children,  Owo
morning, just after his wife had set out,
he was comfortably seated reading the
menoy artigle, when he heaid his buy 13TK
ing in the next rovm. .

HSaid eight year old Willie, *¢ When

* you grow up, shall you go to_chureh as

mother does; or stiPhtJagne fikafather?”
**Ishall do neither,” siid the oldeif nme
decidedly.  “ When I'm apan, Isshall

temptations which ave their ruin, and to
which they at length passively yield them-
selves; although, as one sail, THEY RNow
WIEIR DOORS T0 RBE THE WAY TO HELL!
Yet not passively, until this fatal pleasure
has p ralysed the mind, more, oven, than
the body.

Many struggle hard to overcome this
passion. , There is often a long and ter-
rible fight between the man and the ser-
pent that has him fast in his coilsy be-
tween the love of wife and children, and
tho love of drink. Never more manfully
than some of them, did swimmer straggle
in his hour of agony—Dbreasting the waves
and straining every nerve to reach the
distant shore.

Would Parlinmont but leave this matter
to these people themselves—would they

have my lorses, aud be on'the road wn¥)for once delegate their puwers of legisla-

Sundays, and enjoy myself.””,

The newspaper suddenly lost its attrac-
tion, Between the father and it there
came a picture of his buys assuciating with
loose men, and  drifting into a godless,
reckless life; and of himself looking on,.
in his old age, at the fruit of his self-
indulgence. Five minutes after, he was
towards the church.
When the service was over, his wife, com-
ing down the aisle, saw him waiting at
the dvor. There was a questioning, glad
surprise in her eyes; buthe unly remarked
that he had taken a walk, and thought he
would join her on the way home.  Next
Sunday, “however, the whole family were
in their pew; and all the rest of the day
there wash kind of peace about the house
that reminded him of his boyhood's days
in his father’'s home. And who will say
that he was the less fitted for another
week of business life by this share in the
service of God’s house, instead of ‘¢ stay-
ing at home all Sunday to rest 2” For the
sake of your children, if not for your own
sake, *‘Remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy.” 1Wilber F. Crafts.

" SHUT THE DRINKING-SHOPS.

Such, indeed, Las been the only train-
ing, such are the physieal, economical,
moral and religions conditions of large
masses of tho people, that tlicir safety
lies, not in resisting tomptation, but escap-
ing it. None know that better than them-
selves. How would thousands hail and
bless the day, which, shutting up the
drinking-shops, would preserve them from

[ tion to the inhabitants of our lowest dis-
tricts-—we are confident that, by their all
but unanimous vote, every drinking-shop
in their neighborhuuds would be shut up!
The birds, which are now drawn into the
moath of the serpeat, would soar aloft on
free and joyous wing to sing the praises of
the hand that closed its jaws, of the heel
that crushed its head.

And so long as Religion stands by—
silent and unprotesting against the temp-
tations with whicli men, greedy of gain,
and Governments greedy of revenue, sur-
round the wretched victims of this basest
vice—it appoars to me an utter mockery
for her to go with the Word of God in her
hand, teaching them to say, * Lead us not
into temptation. —Rev. Dr. Guthrie.

DR. ARNOLD'S DAILY PRAYER.

Dr. Arnold’s daily prayer was as fol-
lows:—*0O Lord, I havea busy world
around me; eye, ear and thought will be
needed for all my work to be done in this
busy world. Now, ere 1 enter on it, I
would commiit eye and ear and thought to
thee. Do thou bless them, and keep their
work thine, that as through thy natural
laws my heart beats, and my blood flows
without any tlhought of mine, so my
spiritual life may hold on its course at
these times when my mind cannst consci-
ously turn to thee to commit ecach parti-
cular thought to thy service. Hear wmy
prayer for my dear Redeemer’s sake,
Amen.”  This prayer shows how one caw
. be diligent in business and yet fervent in
spirit, serving the Lord. Itis well worthy
of being preserved for daily reading.
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