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The Teacher’s Adonthly.

Yol. I

OCTOBER, 1898.

No. 10.

The Lesson Helps for this issue, and the
corresponding Helps for the Senivr Quarterly,
have been prepared, in the order of their date,
by Revs. J. MacDougall, Holton, P.Q.; Rev.
A. S. Morton, St. John, N. B,; Rev. W. P.
Archibald, Sunny Brae, N. S.; Rev. G. 8.
Carson, Picton, N. S., and Rev. A. Brown
Agincourt, Ont.

.SPECIAL NOTICE TO TE;ACHERS.

The Helps for the Fourth Quarter, October
to December, have all been mailed well in
advance. All the Quarterlics, Senior and Pri:
mary,were mailed by the printer before the 1%‘%
of September, the Senior Leafles the first week
in September, and the Primary Leaflets, before
17th September. If from any cause, such as
miscarriage in the mails, any parcels have not
been received, please give notice at once.

THE THIRD WORLD'S S. S. CONVEN-
TION.

One great event in the Sabbath School
World during the past summer has been the
Third Werld’s S. S. Convention, in the world’s
Capital City, big, busy, London, the third
week of July.

Men and women, twenty three hundred of
them, were there from different lands, from
Canada and the United States, from Britain
and the Continent of Europe, from India,
Africa and Australasia, of different tongues
and colors, but one in heart, to counsel
together of the great work of the Sabbath
School, to realize that scatteridg increaseth,
and to go home richer in thought and spirit
from the giving and receiving of that memor-
able week. .

Most S. S. workers have read reports, more
or less detailed, of the Convention andits pro-
ceedings, but wany of the good things said
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have not been so widely ciroulated. One of
these was by Prof. H. M. Hamill, as givenin
the Sunday School Chronicle.

‘¢ Professor H. M. Hamill, who began very
aptly by telling the familiar story of Themis-
tocles, who, when greeted as the ruler of
Greece, replied, ‘ Irule Athens, Athens rules
Greece, my wife rules me, and my little boy
rules her;in him then, recognise the ruler of
the State.” Referring to theline from Words-
worth that had been quoted by a previous
speaker, ‘‘Heaven lies about us in our in-
fancy,” the Professor said that, while believ-
ing that sentiment to be true to Christianity
and to experience, he yet believed in the con-
version of the little child.

He had no sympathy with mere educational
schemes to induct the child into the kingdom
of heaven withont the direct and specific
action of the Holy Spirit of God on the heart.
He believed in the employment of the finest
educational methods in Sunday School work.
But it must be remembered that, after all, the
primary aim of the Sunday School was not so
much educational as evangelistic. God per-
mitted them to encompass the child with the
great forces that centred in and about the
Sabbath School. What were these forces?
The Word of God, the Christian Sabbath, the
holy place, the personality of the godly man
or woman.

Professor Hamill agreed with Bishop Fowler
as to the desirability of getting children to
learn passages of Scripture by heart. He had
no sympathy with the educational theory that
the memory should not be stored with any-
thing that for the time being might not be
understood. He referred to Gordon and
Dewey as men who had been nourished on the
Bible narratives, and repudiated the notion
that such stories as those of Joshua and
Gideon were not fit to be taught to children.
These stories were as iron in the blood.

Finally, the Professor spoke of the power of
the teacher’s personality, and paid a toucl{i!:g



tribute to the memory of his own Sunday-
school tencher, a rough uncultured man, but
one from whose face shone *‘ a light that never
+was on land or sea.” Next to his father and
mother, said Profecsor Hamill, he owed all
that had come to him of sweetness and strength
in this life to the personality of his old
Sunday-school teacher.

THE HOME DEPARTMENT.

Mr. M. C. Hazard, Ph.D. (U.S.A.), read a
paper on this subject. He observed that the
Home Department commended itself as being
simplc, easy to work, and very productive
in its resnlts, In it everything centred around
the pledge. It asked of those who were not
connected with the Sunday School, either be-
cause they could not go, or did not wish to go,
a pledge, written or verbal, that they would
study the lesson at home for at least a half-
hour each .week, and keep a record of their
work, It was for the securing of this pledge
that the Home Department was formed.

Now it was a very simple thing to solicit
people to make such a pledge as that, and
through the Home Department, many who
heretofore had been mere spectators had be-
come active workers in the Lord’s vineyard:
That fact alone would justify its existence’
Thousands would readily pledge themselves to
study for a half-hour each week who would
peremptorily refase if more were demanded,
A half-hour seemed such an inconsiderable por-
tion of time to give to a matter so confessedly
important, that for very shame of declining,
thousands upon thousands wounld agree to
make the pledge.

And experience had clearly proved, thata
pledge to devote a half-hour each week in al-
most every case meant much more. Itisal-
most impossible to master the lesson in a half-
hour.  Questions were started during that
half-hour which would take other half-hoursto
settle, and before he was aware of it the Home
Department student was eagerly investigating.
And so some day he dropped into a Bible-class,
taking a back seat but keeping his ears open.

How and by whom should that pledge to
study be obtained ! Theanswer to that would
disolose the whole matter of organization, and
that likewise was a very simple thmg Aman

or woman, and in almost all cases & woman,
was given a distriot to visit to secure pledges.
That person was called a visitor, There were
a8 many visitors as there were districts to be
visiced.

The objeot of the visitor should be to get
thoroughly acquainted with, and to establish
familiar and friendly relations with, all the
people in her district, confining herself, of
course, to those of her own denomination and
to those of nodenomination. It was her duty,
first to secure the pledge of study, then supply
the same Lesson Helps which were studied in
the school ; next to call at the end of the
quarter to give ont new Helps and to receive
the report of study and whatever offeringe
each student has felt inclined to make towards
those cavses to which the school contributes.
The Home Department was a movement for- -

Bible Study EIxtension.—It enlarged the
Suaday School to the size of the parish. It
enlisted the individual and enrolled him aiong
with the millions of others who were engaged
in searching the Seriptures.

Some one felicitously called the Home De-
partment a Pastor’s Aid Society. It was so
because the visitors are on the look-out for in-
formation which would be serviceable to him.
In order to accomplish the most for his parish
the pastor should visit it. A visiting pastor,
if he was of the right sort, made a church-
attending congregation.

But how shall he visit with the best advan-
tage? The Home Department visitors could
furpish him with just the information he
needed. They could report to him any who
who were sick, who had a grievance, real or
fancied, who werein affliction, who were suffer-

ing from poverty, or who desired to be talked . !

with on the subject of their salvation. Nota
pastor wounld be without the Home Depart-
ment if he knew of how much service it could
be to him.

‘The Home Department, therefore, commend-
ed itself, first, because it extends the study of
the Bible into the home and throughout the
parish ; second, because it effectively and con-
tinnously aide to build uap the church ; and,
third, because it is a constant and exceed-
ingly useful ally of the pastor. Any Sunday
School or church which does not adopt it fails
to make use of that which would be greatly
for its benefit.
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it .joent.

Tesson'1,

2, And Asa did that which was good and right in
the eyes of the Lord his God $

3. For he took away the altars of the strange gods
and the biﬁl}x places, and brake down the images, an
cut down the groves ;

4. And commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of
their fathers, and to do the law and the command.

5. Also he took away out of a1 the cities of Judah
. the high g}eaces and the jmages: and the kingdom
.was quiet before him,

6. And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the
1and had rest, and he had no war in those yeais; be-
cause the Lord had given him rest.

7. Therefore_he said unto Judah, let us build these
cities, and make about them walls and towers, gutes
and bars, while theland is yet before us: because
we have sought the Lord. our God, we have sought
him, and he hath given us rest on everyside : so they
built and pros]

) REFORMATION UNDER ASA.
Y.eas0n, 3 Chron, 143 2.12, Read 2 Chron, 14, 15,16,

October 2nd, 1893
Commit va, 2.5,

8, And Asa had an army of men that bare targets
and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand;
and out of Ben amin, that bare shields and drew
bows, two hundred and four-score thousand; all
these were mighty men of valour,

9, And there came out against them Zergh the
Ethiopian, with anhostof athousand thousand, and
three hundred chariots; and came unto Mareshah.

10, Then Asa went out against him, and theyset the
battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at
Mareshah,

11. Then Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said,
Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with
many, or with them that have no power: help us, O
Lord’ ourGod ; for we rest on thee, and in thy name
we go against this multitude. O Lord, thouart our
God'; Jet not man prevail against thee,

12 8o the Lord smote the Ethioplans before
and before Judah: and the Ethioplgm fled, Asa,

.

GOLDEN TEXT,
“Help us, O Lord our God :

DAILY READINGS,

CATECHISM,
Q. 87, What benefits do believers

for we rest on thee.”—2 Chron.
14: 11,

LESSON PLAN.

1. Reform Through Faith, vs, 2-5.
.2, Rebuilding In Faith, vs, 68.

M. Reformation under Asa, 2

Chron, 14: 1-12,

T. God’s presence, 2Chron, 15: 1-9,

w.Agglexlm}l 9eovem.m:, 2 Chrun.
52 1019,

T, Ca}l to repentance, Amos, 5:

F. Trust in God, Psalm 29.

8. Gud the strongest Defender,
Isaiah 8:

S
S. Reward o% obedicnce,—Prov,

receive from Christ at death ?

A, The souls of believers are at
their death made perfect in holl.
ness, and do_immediately pass
into glory ; and theirbodies, being
still united to Christ, do Jest in
their graves till the resurrection,

LESSON HYMNS,

3. Repulse By Faith, vs. 912,

3: 1-10.—1,B. R, A. Selections,

Nos, 217, 239, 254, 466,

Our course this quarter runs through the
history of Judah, the Southern Kingdom.
Last quarter’s covered that of the Northern
Kingdom, technically called Israel. The
course dwells on what is typical of Judah, the
seat of the worship of Jehovah., Accordingly
we begin, not with the first king, but with
the earliest representative one. The mark of
1srael’s history is apostasy, men falling away
from God ; of Judah’s, chastisement, God lead-
ingmen back to himself. This lesson takes
up the third reign, the first reform.

Under Rehoboam and Abijsh relifion de-
clined. It began to revive with Asa, and
under Jehoshaphat the revival was complete.
A second decline began with Jehoram the
son-in-law of Ahab and Jezebol, and ran
through a long succession of reigns down to
Abaz, followed by a second reformation-under
Hezekiah. Manasseh’s dark reign marks the
third descent, checked by the third revival
under Josiah, The fourth fall was in the
long correction of the captivity.

I. Reform through faith.—
Asa came early to the throne, probably at

ten or eleven years of age. Dr. Edersheim

points out, with a Jew’s insight into things
Jewish, that 'his very youth accounts in part
for his religious upbringing, for he would dur-
ing his minority be under the official guardian-
ship of the High Priest. It would also
account for the idolatrous Maachah, the
favorite wife of Rehoboam, retaining her
official position as Gevirah or Queen-Mother
until the fifteenth year of Asa.

In the true spirit of an Israelite king he
began his reign. With foresight rare fora
youth he took advantage of the time of peace
to strengthen his kingdom. In absolute faith
in God he met the myriads of Zerah. Up-
held by Azariah he pledged all Judah, amid
deep religious joy, in a sincere and oath-
bound covenant to seek the Lord. And then,
in his sad later years, throngh weakened faith,
he failed at his very strongest point by rely-
ing upon men and not upon God.

Did good and right.—

In the parallel narrative we read ¢ As did
David his father.” It is his conduct as a mon-
arch that is here spoken of. Asking herecog-
nized himself ruling under God and for God,
a3 David had done, and so did away with
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idolatry, which was a crime as well asa ein in
Judah, But while thepurpose of the historian
is to recount his conduct as a king, his charac-
ter as a man i8 described as well, for personal
views moulded his royal acts. He ruled well
because he lived aright He sincerely sought
to please God.

His life was far from perfect. When
Baasha built Ramah as a watchtower over
against Jerusalem, Asa bribed Benhadad with
the treasures of the temple to attack Baasha,
rousing thus in Syria a cupidity which only
conquest could glut; and when disease attacked
him, he had recourse, not to God and healing
but to physicians with charms and magic.
Yeot, we are told, his heart was perfect all his
days; that is, through many failures hie guid-
ing purpose continued to be the doing of
God’s will.

Compare his conduct with that of the pre-
vious kings.. Both Rehoboam and Abijah
when in straits called upon God. Rehoboam
humbled himself, and said the Lord is righte-
ous, Abijum addressed Jeroboam in word®
having the ring almost of prophetic fire. Yeb
these occasions were exceptions and not the
general stamp of their conduct. Rehoboam
‘forsook the law of the Lord and all Israel
with him . . . His heart was not perfect.’
Abijah ¢ walked in the sins of his father . . .
-He prepared not his heart to seek the Lord.’
They sought to serve two masters ; Asa sought
first the kingdom of Cod.

Altars of the strango god's; of all god’s
beside Jehovah. ¢ Altars dedicated to foreign
gods’ scarcely gives the idea. There is a
special reference always in the words.
“Strangers *? were persons of foreign origin
dwelling in the land of Israel, remnants of the
old Canaanites, fugitives, captives, servants,
and merchants. Strange gods were the gods
of these residents but worshipped by Israel as
well.

High places.—Generally natural hills, but
sometimes artificial mounds, crowned by altar®
with or without tabernacles, often with trees
around them,

Two distinct earlier customs appear merged
in their later use, 1. Worship of God upon
commanding sites. 2. Worship of deifiied
heroes at their burial mounds. The firat, ‘‘as
innocent as it was natural ¥ was patriarchal,

The lattér was as persistent and as universal
as polytheism. The Mosuic law forbade the
uge of all such places even in the worship of
Jehovah. The command was never strictly
complied with.

The custom still exists. Thompson, in **'The
Land andthe Book *? says ¢ Every conspicuous
hill top has a wely or mazar beneath a spread-
ing oak, to which people pay religious visits,
and to discharge vows. All sects in the
country without exception have a predilec-
tion for these *‘ high places,’? strong a8 that of
the Jews in ancient times. The customs are
identical. :

Many of the mazars, whose history no one
knows, have probably came down from remote
antiquity through all mutations of dynasties
and religions, unchanged to the present hour.
They are now frequented by the oldest com-
munities in the country and those the moss
opposed to each other, For example, Neby
Seijud, crowning yon southern peak of Lebanon,
is resorted to by Jews, wild Arabs of the
desert, Moslems, Metawelies, and Christiaus.
We have therefore in them, not only sites of
the highest antiquity, but monumentsof man'’s
most ancient superstitions.”

Images.—Not the same word as in v.s. §
Here it means, ‘‘ a standing Image,” a pillar,
altar, an erected stone, anything set up asa
centre for reéligious gatherings. It applies
equally to a monolithic altar or a Jehovistic
golden calf.

‘Croves.’—A mis-translation., The word
means an image of some sort, for it could be
set up in the temple, placed on an altar,
surrounded by hangings, ground to powder.
¢“These *“ Asherim » are identified by some
with the Assyrian symbol of the host of
heaven? but were more probably figures of a
Syrian goddess corresponding to Venus and
connected with a gross nature worship. This
worship, licentious and impure to the last
degree, still survives among the Anseirlyeh
pagans of Mount Lebanon.

Images.—Sun-images, probably of a coni-
cal form, and gilt. The sun had horses con-
secrated to him, 2Ki. 23:11, and was wor-
shipped with the face towards the east.
Ezek. 8: 16. This worship of the’sun, stars,
and planets, was the Arab rcligion before
Islam, and is still found among some tribes.

but in it the sites were in no sense sacred.| T. do the law and the .command-
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ment.—With special reference to Deut. 12
11-14, but also in reference to the whole law.
* For a long time Israel had been without the
true God, and without a teaching priest and
without law.” 15: 3.

Asa later on removed his grandmother
Maachah from her official position as Queen-
mother because of her patronage of idolatry,
and bound Judah with an oath that whosoever
would not seek the Lord God of Israel should
bs put to death, whether man or woman.’
This seems hard to those who do not know
what. idolatry is. The present writer can
never forget that he lived fora time among the
heathen. But the teachers of our classes can-
not know, and may well thank God that they
do not know, what idolatrous worship and
heathen life really are.

ll. Rebuilding in Faith.—

Theland had rest.—The whole era was
one of movement of mighty armies and chang-
ing fortunes of nations. “‘In those times
there was no peace to him that went out or to
him that came in, bui:, great vexations were
upon all the inhabitants of the countries.
And nation was destroyed of nation and cityjof
city: for Goddid vex themwithall adversity.”
Shishak or Sheshouk, son of Nimrod king of
Asgyria, and founder of the Bubastic dynasty
in Egypt, is typical of the age.

Israel and Judah, though of less importance
among the nations than we are aps$ to think
until we read contemporary history, were in
the line of cross-fire between the world powers-
But those were now all busy elsewhere, and
Israel was still crippled by the great defeat
at Yamaraim. So Judah had rest. But the
same insight of faith which saw God’s hand
in the peace, saw that hand also in the cy~
clenie conditions around. So he rebuilt the
walls of his cities to be ready to do God’s will
Faithdid not say that God would defend him
without walls, Faith is never fatalism, and
is never foolhardy. ’

11. Repulse through faith.—

Zerah the Ethiopian.— —In Hebrew, the
Cushite. Cush as acountry lay'south of Egypt
from Syene to the Blue and White Nile, but
of the Cushites as & race many traces are
found from the Tigris all the waybo the upper
Nile.

Dr. Jamieson, with Wllkmson, considers
Zerah an Arabian Cushite, and quotes from

:| Bruce’s Travels: ‘“T'wenty couriers on camels

might procure that number of men to meet
in & short time. Every one of these Cushite
shepherds, carrying with them their own pro-
vigion of flour and water, might have fought
with Asa without eating a loaf of Zerah's
bread.” But Stanley,Wilson, Edersheim, and
others, with more probability consider Zerah
identical with Osorkon, successor of Shishak.
The enormous numbers of his army have led
many to cast doubt upon the text. But it is
1o be remember that many of these were not
professional soldiers, but camp followers ; and
that ancient eastern armies were not sustained
in camp like those of Rome or of Modern
Europe.

Mareshah.—One of the border fortresses
which Rehoboam had built, It wasat thecon-
verging point of manyroads, and therefore the
strategic point of defence against Egypt. G.
A. Smith points out that it passss from history
before Beit-Jibrin, later on tche real capital of
the Shephileh, comes into view, whereas Beit-
Jibrin can be identified with no Old Testa-
ment site, and suggests that the people of
Mareshah as & community moved bodily to
Beit-Jibrin, two miles distant. ’

Yalley of Zephathah — ¢ About two
miles north of Mareshah a beautiful valley
debouches from the hills.” Rawlinson says
““This is the only occasion on which the
armies of Judah ventured to meot, and with
success, the forces of either Egypt or Babylon
in the open field.”

Asa cried unto the Lord.—A battle on
the open plain was as new now to Judah asan

attack upon a walled city had been when
Joshua stood before Jericho. Now as then
victory comes from God. ‘¢ Never had there
been a more distinct negation of things seen,
and affirmation of things unseen which con-
stitutes the essence of faith, nor yet a more
trastful application of it, than Asa’s prayer.”
Asa’s words show real knowledge of God, and
is utterly different from the forced cry of un-
belief in distress. Such a prayer could not
be in vain. The victory was from the Lord.
‘Lo wrest the hostile cities of the Philistines
was only oneconsequence. Henceforth Egypt
ceased to be a source of terror or of danger,
and three hundred and thirty years passed
before 1ts armies were again arrayed aga.mat,
Judah. 4 .
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THE PRACTICAL LESSON.

To-dny’s threefold division is not an arbitra.
ry or artificial one, arranged by ‘‘apt allitera.
tions artful aid.” The Plan is built on the
passage. The lesson hns a real unity. The
outline may be used in either of two ways:
1 To prepare andl present the facts of the
passage. 2. To outline the steps of a noble
life. Remember that we study but part of
the Reformation. Its full study would. lead
on to the renewed covenant and the rejoicing
that followed. But the three points taken up,
Reform, Rebuilding, and Relief, have a real
relation to ench other and therefore certain
unity and completeness.

Under the first point, most teachers would
do well to dwell on doing good and right in
the sight of the Lord ; and on keeping the law
and the commandments. But in some classes
the uprooting of idolatry might bring out the
strongest lessons.

We are apt to think lightly of the guilt of
idolatry, and to say that murder, for instance,
or unchastity are far greater sins. Butthe

duties enjoined in the first table of the law |

are the highest duties of man.

Other sins are transgressions of God’s will
idolatry is a sin against God’s own person,
touching him more nearly than any other.
His personal power and his personal love are
impugned by idolatry, and the fiercest and
most consuming of all human passions, that
which avenges wounded personal love, is
figuratively transferred to God in describing
his attitude towards this sin. .

Against other sins his anger burns; but
here he feels more than anger ; against this
sin his jealousy iskindled. If the thoughtful
and studious among our scholars will look up
in their bibles this subject of the jealousy of
God, they will find thdt it is connected almost
exclusively with th.s sin of idolatry. ¢ Thon
‘shalt not make unto thee any graven images

. .Jor I'the Lord. . .am a jealous God.” Itis
with regard to this sin that our God is a con-
suming fire.

The duty of worshipping the living God is
the highest duty of man. Itis the founda-
tion of all morality, for it is a principle of our
nature that if & man disregard a higher obli-
gation he cannot be controlled by alower.
Its transgression is the fountain head of all
immorality, for God hath said that he will

give up to the unrestrained control of their
own evil passions all who castoff theirallegiance
to him,

Idolatry is the chief of sins in God’s sight,
And what of its punishment? If we discuss
this, let it be in the spirit of him who wept
over Jerusalem. Though we may forget their
doom, the heathen are without Christ, aliens
from the commonweath of Israel, and strangers
to the covenant of promise, having no hopes
and without God in the world.

But men say, their punishment is shghk.
Isit? Godgrant- us tears as we read. . God
will render to every man . . . indignation and
wrath, tribulation and anguish; upon every
soul of man that dosth evil, to- the Jew first,
and also to the Gentile. For as many-as have
sinned without law, shall also perish without
law, Can you measure the force of that one
word ¢‘perish ??? -

-Either of the other two parts might in the
like manner Teceive the-chief emphasis. It
would be hard to find a truth more pregnant
with lessons for & class

¢ Standing with reluctant feet

Where the brook and river meet.””
than upbuilding in the Time of Peace, or-for a
class of Christian workers than Vletory through
Faith.

Or if the outline ia used to present the
suocessive steps of a nable life the three points
will be found to agree with those successive
steps which Panl rejoiced to see in the Thessa-
lonians. Thess 1: 3,9, 10. * Yeur work of
faith »” ““how ye turned to God from idols,”’
“and labor of love,” ‘“‘to serve the living
God,’? “and patience of hope,’’ *“to wait for
his Son from heaven.”” If this suggestion be
followed, study Conversion, followed by Growth
in character, crowned by Prayerfal Trust.

——

- CLOSET QUESTIONE FOR THE
TFACHER.

1. Is my heart right in the eyesof the Lord ?
I trust that I need not raise this.question, for
my place as a teacher pre-supposes that I have
found my Saviour. But let me ask prayer-
fully am I doing right in his sight, so a8 to
please him and to give my teaching power
with my olass? Have I cast down all my
Idols ?

2. Have Ibuilt and prospred in my time
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of rest? Did I conscientiously prepare, during
my time of quiet this past summer, for a
winter's work for Christ? If I spent time
“foolishly at school, and lived frivolously after-
wards, to my great subsequent regret, am I
now growing in power and influence for the
Masters sake ? Let me redeem the time.

3. Do I realize that I have a confliot with
Zerah and his myriads, and it so, on what am

1 resting my confidence, Go’s strength or my
own? An Egyptian foe with his myrmidons,
strong from the fleshpots and trained in ekil-
ful evolutions on Egypt’s wide plains, fights
against my work as a teacher. The lives of
my scholars are at stake. Have I cast myself
upon God ? Do Igoto my work after wrest-
ling in prayer for viotory through the upirit of
God?

'THE BLACKBOARD.

BUILDING IN
PULSE BY

€

- FORM THROUGH

Faith.

Lesson IL
Y.es80n, 2 Chron, 173 1-0.

1. And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and
smxﬂhened himself against Israel,

d he placed forcesin all the fenced citieg of
Judah, rind getgarrisonsin the land of Judah, and in
the cities of Ephraim, which Asa his fatherhad taken.
3. And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because
he wgikedtin ztl;e é!sx:]tiways of his father David, and
sought not un! m: -

4.gBue sought to the Lord God of bis father, and
a\'ailkcxl, ii? hls] commandments, and not after the

uings of Israel.

5. Therefore the Lord stablished the kingdom in his
hand ; and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat pre-
sents ; and he had ri honor in abundance.

¢ And his heart waslifted upin the ways of the
Tord ; moreover he took away the high places and
groves outof Judah. - .

JEHOSHAPHAT'S GOOD REIGN,
Read 3 Kings 14: 21to 163 34.

October gth, 1898.
Commit vs. 3:6.

7. Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his

rinces, even to Ben-hail, and to Obediah, and to

ariah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to
teach in the cities of Judah,

8. And with them he sent Levites, even Shemaiah,
and Nathaniah, and Zebadiah, and Asahel, an
Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan and Adonijah, and .
Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, Levites ; and with ther
Elishama and Jehoram, priests,

9, And they taught in Judah, and had the book of
the law of the Lord with them, and went about
throtighout all the cities of Judah, and taught the
people. )

10. And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the king-
doms of the lands that were round about Judah, so

that they made no war against Jehoshaphat,

DAILY READINGS.

CATECHISM.,

Q 88. What benefits do believers
receive from Christ at the resurrec-

" GOLDEN TEXT.
4 . | M, Jehoshaphat's good reign, 2
I Al thy A et Chron.17: 110, '
ledge him, and hos T. Good instructions, 2Chron. 19:
thy paths.”—Prov. 3: 6.

LESSON PLAN.
1, Strengthening the  Defences,
Va1, 2, )

111,
w. Relfulge in trouble, 2 Chron. 202
T. Resf in God, 2 Chron. 20:
priiy
F. Deliverance, 2 Chron, 20: 22-30.

8, The King and the Scriptures,
Deut, 17: 14-20.

on?

A, At the resurrection, believers
being raised up in glory, shall be
openly acknowledged and ac-
quitted in the day of judgment
and made perfectly blessed in the
fullenjoying of God to ali eternity,

—

LESSON HYMNS.

2 Purifying the Worship, 36.
3. Educating the People, ’l~;0-

8. A joyful Bitle reading, Neh, 8:
1-12 ~LB.R.A, 8elections,

Nos. 96 (Ps.) 574, 149, §35.

Our last lesson showed us Aga, a good king,
by judicious reforms making his country great.

In chapter xv we find one of the Lord’s
prophets coming to speak words of encourage-
ment and warning to him, - -

**The Lord is with you while ye be with him,
and if ye seek him, he will be found of you;

but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you.”

Encouraged by these words Asa set himself
even more vigorously to keep the worship of
God pure in the hearts of his people. Heeven
removed the queen-mother from her place of
influence becanse she had made a hideous
image of Asherah— a heathen goddess—and
because she stood in the way of his purpose of
removing the idols from theland. ;
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Although chapter xvi. tolls us how Aeain
his old age lost his former simple reliance in
God, and the righteousnesz of his cause, and
hired that cruel heathen nation Syria to fight
and punish his brethren of the Northern
Kingdom, and how he came to a miserable old
age, we feel that he had been in the maina
good king and the influence he left behind him
was good. At any rate, our lesson tells how
Jehoshaphat, his son, followed the best tradi-
tions of this father's reign and succeeded in
establishing in the kingdom the knowledge
and worship of the Lord, aud brought his
people to a prosperity and greatness unknown
since the days of Solomon,

I. Strengthened.—Gathered together his
own strength, and a8 king that of his people.
The feud between the Northern Kingdom and
the Southern, calamitous as it was, continued.
The policy of every king of Judah was to
strengthen his kingdom against his enemy,
The lesson tells us of different ways in which
Jehoshaphat made his people great and
strong.

2.-- He put forces into the fortresses (with
equipment and provisions doubtless,) to
defend them. He had ¢‘fixed places,” military
stations at strategical points in different parts
of the country with troops encamped at them.
And the cities taken from Ephraim by Aea his
father were properly provided with defence
and defenders. All these precautions were for
self-protection, not aggression.

Jehoshaphat showed his wisdom and good-
ness in setting aside a long-standing feud and
in seeking rather to defend himself than carry
war into his enemy's country. Not military
glory but peace and prosperity were his aim.

It is the sign of the highest Christian char-
acter in & son to brush aside family feuds and
to resolve for his part to act only on the
defensive.

3. Ways of David.—His ancestor. The
people always looked back to David as the
ideal king—the national hero.  Especially
dear to them was the story of his heroic days
spent in adversity when he walked in trust
in God, and gave his every energy for his
countrymen’s good.

So it was the highest honor to any king to
say ‘“‘he walked in the ways of David his
father,” but Jehoshaphat won the highest
praise, for he walked in the first ways of

David—i.e., the ways before his fall and the
murder of Uriah, husband of Bathsheba.

Sought not unto Baalim.--Did not fre.
quent the shrines of the Baals—did not go to
the Baals to consult them asgods, When the
king wanted guidance in the perplexities of
life he did not go to Baal or Baal's prophets,
but to that one God who giveth those who
seek him light and guidunce.

4. Soughtto the Lord.—The soul of
Jehoshaphat could not be content with earthly
things like Basl and his impure rites but
reached out after him who is Spirit and Truth,
If he wanted guidance and rest it was in him
he sought it.

Cod of his Father.—Hehad few books—
a mere fragment of a Bible—but v hat he had
he reverenced. He had the teaching and ex-
perience of his good Father. He availed him-
self of that and of the commandments, the
book of the law, beginning Ex. xx. *‘God
spake out those words and gaid.” The doings
Of Israel.—These-—his father’s teaching and
his God’s book of the Law kept Jehoshaphat
away from that pleasure-feeding sensual
worship of Baal which ship-wrecked the
Northern Kingdom.

8.—Sum up the consequences of this faith-
ful following after God. .

1. The Lord was with Jehoshaphat.

2The Lord established the kingdom in his hands
—gave him success in his labor at building up
the kingdom.,

3. AUl Judah brought presents, ete. He grew
in favor with God and men. Honor and
esteem at the hands of men follows honor at
the hand of God.

4. His heart was lifted up.

6. Was lifted up.—into a glad courageous
life, as he served God, and led him on to
attack the strong-holds of evil in the land.

Took away the high places.—Altars or
shrines-on hills or h8ights. The childre: of
Israel erected sanctuaries on hills or heights
for sacrifice to God. In 1 Sam. ix. 12 Samuel
isto be found at the sacrifice on the high
place ; and in 1 Chron. xvi. 39 Zadok the high
priest offers acceptable sacrifices to the Lord
on a high place Gibeon.

The erection of the temple on Zion’s hill
did not at first put an end to these, but as
they came to represent more and more in con-
trast with the temple an impure and often
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sonsual and idolatrous worship, it became the
object of those kings who set their mindsona
pure and more spiritual worship of the Lord
to abolish the high places and exalt Zion as
one hill of the Lord.

Such was Asa’s policy—followed out now by
his son.

Croves.—Really, great wooden pillars or
images of the goddess Asherah, or Astarte
who was worshipped as the consort of Baal
and 80 gave rise to many sensual thoughts
and practicee.

7. Third year of his reign.—After
organizing the army and abolishing idolatry
Jehoshaphat began his system of education—
no doubt feeling that his work was not done
until he had an enlightened intelligent people.
Enlightenment would make his soldiers better
fighters, and make his people despise idolatry.
Princes.—The kingdom seems to have been
divided into districts—a prince governing
each district. To teach—prohably to have
teaching—to found a system of education.

8. Levites.—Priests of the lower order.
Priests-—The Levites and priests were then,
as the priests of the Catholic Church in the
Middle Ages, the most enlightened class of
their day.

9.—We have the barest outline of their
plan. It is evident these teachers went from
place to place, perhaps laying down a perma-
nent system of instruction, perhaps teaching
theniselves, but only for a short time in each
place. -~

The book of the Law, was their text
book. This is found within our present firat
five books of the Bible and begins at Exodus
20 “God spake all these words and said.”
Jehoshaphat’s aim is plain to all. It was not
enough to have walled cities and armies—
nor to banish idolatry from the land, but the
people must have God's law in their hearts.
How can we love God, unless we know his
ways, his character, his will, his law, and how
can we know his law unless we study it.

10-—~This verse briefly tells of the success
of Jehoshaphat’s plans. He raised up a great
people fearing the Lord. The heathen nations
around learned by the greatness of the people
to fear their God, So the Lord’s name was
magnified und the country found rest from
woe.
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PRACTICAL LESSONS.

I. Let us try to sum up briefly Jehoshaplat's
reign ns we find it pictured to us in this lesson.

First, there was the anxiety about hie dying
father, the confusion of the royal funeral, the
excitement of his own coronation, We feel
certain that for once it was no idle ceremony
when the priest anointed Jehoshaphat in the
Lord’s name king of his chosen people.

If we were asked the secret of Jehoshaphat's
success we should say.

1. That he was a man with a mission. He
felt he was not called to enjoy the pleasures of
kings, nor even the privilege of ruling simply
as such. He must so rule the Lord’s peopleas
to make them good and groat, he might have
said *‘ I must work the works of him that sent
me while it is day for the night cometh when
no man can work.”

2. He was aman consecrated to his mission.
‘¢ He sought the Lord ” ho must have feit that
he must give up all that is earthly in his pur-
pose and life if he is to carry out the mission
seb on him. So away from the busy officious.
ness of courtiers, he sought the Lord in the
quiet chambers of his court, and consecrated
himself to his mission as king to make the -
Lord’s people a good and grent people.

3. He took practical steps—fortified his
cities, abolished idolatry, and introduced a
system of education in the Land of the Lord.

For anyone to lead a succcessful life even in
the humblest station these three are necessary,

1. To know we have a mission in life—that
God has put us where we are to do his will,
his work.

2. To consecrate ourselves to that work and
to God in a holy unselfich life.

3. We must carry our resolutions out; in
practical, oftencommon-place, ways.

II. We only have to set before us the differ-
ent ways in which Jehoshaphat sought to
make his people good and great to see their
wisdom,

1. He fortified the country so that the peo-
£le might have peace to labor and to worship
God,

2. He abolished idolatry and sought to have
his people worship God in pure and simple
fashion,

3. He taught the people the Law of the
Lord—feeling that fenced cities, and even the
worship of God in purity are most easily de-



fended by an intelligent people who have the
Law of the Lord written in their hearts,

Similarly to build up a great and good home
we must seek

1. A good comfortable—evenif plain-—house
in which we can retire from the seductions of
the world without to find peace.

2. Simple whole-hearted service of God in
the home,

3. Intelligent well educated parents and
children.

Similarly to build up a great and good
church, let us labor for

1. A comfortable peaceful church-home.

2. A pure and simple worship of God.

3. An intelligent band of members, well-
read in the Word of the Lord.

III, We notice especinlly that after three
years' trial of strong cities and pure worship
Jehoshaphat felt that more than these were
needed. He must have found that his people
wherealways relapsing intoidolatry. External
law was not enough to hold them in the way of
the Lord, they wanted the Law written in
their hearts and it was to put the Law in
their minds and hearts that he had the Book
of the Law taught in all the land. Letthem
cherish the Law of the Lord and there would
be no fear of idolatry and cowardice.

We see this well illustrated in the Catholic
Church. When the Word of God was for-
gotten and made of little account, super-
stitions and idolatry creptin. When Erasmus
and Luther and the Reformersfound again the
‘Word of God and cherished it they were forced
by it to repudiate the sins of the church.

Just in so far as we cherish the Word of God
shall we keep ourselves, our homes and our
churches free from idolatries—the worship of

L

wealth or popularity or excitement, etc,,
which degrade the individual or church, .

Anintelligent Christianity is the surest guar-
antee of & pure Christianity.

QUESTIONS TO 8STUDY.
1-2:—What did Jehoshaphat set; before him
as his first work asking? How dxd he accom-
plish it ?

3-4 —What can we say of the private life of
Jehoshaphat ? Of' the secret purpose of his
heart ?

8.—~What external blessings did God bestow
on-him ?

6.—What blessings did God gra.nt to him in
his soul and what did that lead himon to ?
.—Why did Jehoshaphat. feel that his work
was not yet done? How did he seek to com-
pleteit? )

8-9 —What plnn did be follow out and
whom did he call to assist him? What book
did he find the surest means of making men
intelligent ?

10.— What was the whole result of his life's
work?

THE BLACKBOARD.
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ADDED Q 'ESTIONS FROM OUR SENIOR QUARTERLY.

-

- Juntors.

V.1.—~What was the name of Jehoshuphat's
father? Why did Jehoshaphat want to be
strong against Israel?

2.—What were fenced citiealike? Jehosha-
phat did not want to attack Israel, why then
did he want soldiers and walled cities?

3.—Wby was the Lord with Jehoshaphat?
What are Baalim? .

4.—How did Jehoshaphat show that he pre-~
ferred the Lord God of his fathers to the doings
of Israel? -

8.—What reward did he get from God and
what from men for his good life?

6.—~What were the high places and the
groves? And why were they removed ?

7.—What did Jehoshaphat send to the
princes to do?

8-—What were Levites and what were
priests? What were these Levites and priests
sent to the princes for?

9.—What did they do in Judah? From
what book did they teach? Why was it such
b grgo;l thing for the people to know God’s
wo! .

10-—How did the heathen nations round
about Judah feel when they saw Jehoshaphat
and his people serving the Lord.

V. 1-2.--In what way was Jehoshaphat like
his father? What did he put before him as
the object of his life ? 'What was the first way
in which he tried to reach that object?

2-5.—What did he think was necessary on
his own part, in order that he might lead the
people to serve God.? 'What blessings did God
heap upon him for his worship and his labor ?
‘What were the doings of Israel, and how did
.tl' e{x‘;)shaphat show that le counted them sin-

ul?

6-9.—What steps did Jeboshaphat take to
make his people the servantsof God? Ex-
plain the phrase ‘¢ high places,” and say what
was done on them? What are “ groves »??

Jehoshaphat sent a message to his princes,
what was it about? Whom did he send to
help them and how did they doso? What
were they to teach? Why was it not enough
that the people should worship the Lord, but
they must bte taught? What book can do
mos$ to enlighten the conscience ?

10.—What did this worshipping of the
Lord, and the learning of his law, do for God
in the eyes of the heathen nations? What did
they do for Jchoshaphat and his people?
‘What will they do for us?

- ' PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. Thoee who st $ and good objects
before them as the gﬁ of their life,J are
rewarded by God granting them their purpose,
and by men respecting and honoring them.
Jehoshaphat determined to make his people a
great aud good people. God acoepted his work
and gave him a t nation, while men
honored him and brought him presents as
tokens of their esteem.

2, We read in verse 3, that Jehosbaphat
walked in the first ways of his father, i.e.,
anoesto: avid, and in verse 4, that he sought
after the God of his father. When we have
good parents who fear and serve God, we can-
not do beiter than walkin their ways and seek
after their God.

3. 'We learn from the work of Jehoshaphat’s
life what makes a t nation :

(a) Walled towns with brave soldiers to
protect from enemies.

(3) Men worshipping the true God in pure
and simple ways. .

{c) Men who have sindied and know the
Law of the Lord, i.e., the Bible.

‘We can learn oo, what makes a good home. |

(a) A house where you can find pro-
tection from your tempters and enemies.

(b) Father and mother and children whe
worship the true God with pure and simple
hearts.

(c) Parents and children who have studied
and know the Law of the Lord—the Bible.

Can we nof say too, that these go to make &

man:

{a) A body protected by its healthy habits,
like a city hy its walls, against tempters and
and enemies.

(3) A heart that worsaips God in pure and
simple ways.

(¢) A mind that bas studied and knows the
Law of the Lord, i.e., God’s word.

Try to have healthy hodies and happy
homes.

Try to serve God and bave otliers serve him
with you.

Try to study to know God’s Law and word,
and to bave others study it and know it with
you.

‘ ANSWER IN WRITINC.
1. What was the object of Jehoshaphat’s life ?

2. In what ways did he fry {o attain that object? )
3. Why is knowledge of the Lawof the Lord needtul, besides the desire to worship Him ?
4. What was now the influence of Israel upon the nationsabout them ?
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Lesson III.
Lesson, 2 Chron. 243 4-13.

4, And it came to pass after this, that Joash was
minded to repair the house of the Lord,

5, And he gathcred together the priests and the
Levites, and said to them, Go out unto the cities of
Judah, and gather of ull Israel money to repair the
house of your God fiom year to year, and sec that ye
hasten the matter. Howbeit the Levites hastened it

not.

6. And the king called for Jeholada the chief, and
said unto him, \"hy bhast thou not required of the
Levites to bring in out of Judah and outof Jerusalem
the collection, awordin&;o the commandment of
Moses the servantof the Lord,and ofthe congrega-
tion of Israel, for the taternacle of witness?

7. For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman,
had broken up the house of God;_ and also allthe
dedicated things of the house of the Lorda did they
bestow upon Baalim,

8. And atthe king's commandment they made a
tc!)lxest, and set it without at the gate of the house of

e Lord,
9. And they made a proclamation through Judah

THE TEMPLE REPAIRED.

October 16th, 1898,

Read 2 Kings, chaps. 17and 12,  Commit vs. 9-11.

and Jerusalem, to bring in to the Lord the collection
that Moses the servant of God 1aid upon Israel in the
wilderness,

10. And all the princes andall the le raloiced,
and broughtin, and cast into the ¢ ese until they
had made an end,

11, Now it came to pass, that at what time the
chest was brought unto the king’s office by the hand
of the Levites, and when they saw that there was
much money, the king’s scribe and the high priest’s
officer came and emptied the chest, and took it, and
carried itto his place ggain. Thus they did day by
day, and gathered money in abundance.

12. And the king and Jeholada gave it to suchas
did the work of the service of the house of the Lord,
and hired masons and carpenters to repair the house
of the Lord, and also such as wrought iron and brass
to mena the house of the Lord.

18. S0 the workmen wrought, and the work was
Eertected by _them, and they set the house of God in
is state, and strengthened it.

GOLDEN TEXT.
“ And themen didthe work

DAILY READINGS.

CATECHISM.
39. What is the duty which

faithfully "—2 Chron, 34: 12

LESSON PLAN.
1. Repairs needed for the Temple,
2. R:'!.:l'ng money for the Temple,
3. Rgnor:ﬁon of the Temple,12-13.

M, Thzil‘e‘x‘n .le repaired, 2 Chron,
T, Another record, 2 Kings 12:
w. R%‘g?xﬁlzby Josiah, 2 Chron,
T. The ransom money, Exoduss0:

F. Willing gifts, 1 Chron, 29 617,
8. A widow’s offering, Mark, 12:

3844,
8. Love for God's house, Psa, 84,

Q.
God requireth of man?

A, The duty which God re-
quireth of man, is obedience to his
revealed will,

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos, 69; 58 (Ps.) 389, 326, 518.

Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athaliah,
Joash ' thisis the succession of the kings of
Judah, betwoen the previous lesson and the
present one. Jehoram, the son of the wise
and good Jehoshaphat, married Athaliah, the
daughter of Abab, king of Ysrael, and his
Phenician queen, Jezebel. Crafty, cruel, and
resolute like her mother, and as keenly devot-
ed to the Baal-worship, Athaliah’s influence
over her husband and her people, was most
injurious, leading them away from the true
God into the abominations of heathenism

On the death of her husband, their son
Ahaziah succeeded. ‘*His mother was hir
counsellor to do wickedly ; wherefore, he di-1
evil in the sight of the Lord like the house of
Ahab.” After a brief reign of a year, Aha-
ziah was slain by Jehu king of Israel.

The cruelty and ambition that scathed in
the bosom of the unnatural and abandoned
Athaliah, gratified themselves in the whole-
sale slaughter of her grand-children, the seed
royal, The infant Joash was snatched from

the jaws of death by his aunt Jehosheba, the
wife of Jehoiada the high priest, and kept
hidden for six years.

During this time Athaliah reigned supreme;
idolatry and wickedness ran riotin Jerusalem.
At the end of this period Joash was anointed
king and Athaliah was slain.

4.—The grandmother of Joash, the wicked
Athaliah and her sons, had mutilated the tem-
ple of Jehovah, (Vs, 7.) Joash had been
brought up in the temple courts (2 Chro. 22-
12) under the training of the good high priest
Jehoiada, and his godly wife. He had respect
for the hiuse of God, and it grieved him to
see it in partial ruins. He set his mind on
repairing it and was doubtless encouraged in
his purpose by Jehoiada.

8.—The priests belonged to a particular
family of the tribe of Levi—the family of
Aaron. The remaining portion of the tribe
called ¢ the Levites,” was set apart to keep
the charge of the tabernacle of the testimony.”
Num, 1: 50-53. N
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There were, according to divine appoint-
ment, several sources of temple revenue: e.g.,
(1) Money paid in fulfilment of vows, Lev. 27:
2-8; 2 Kings 12: 4. (2) Voluntary offerings,
Ex. 35:5. (3) The temple half-shekel or
atonement monsy, due hy every mule of the
nation upwards of twenty years of age, Ex.
30: 12-16.

During the times of spiritual declension in
previous reigns, these revenues had been neg-
lected and had fallen off. The priests and
Levites were now aroused by the young king
Joash, to see to the gatbering of the monies,
and to apply them to the repair of the temple
without delay. Many years, however, passed,
and nothing was done. 2 Kgs. 12: 6.

6. Jehoiada.—One of the most noted fig-
ures of the later history of Judah. During all
the troublous times after the death of Jehosha-
phat, he had remained faithful to the true
God, and to the best interests of the naticn.

‘‘ His signal services to his God, his king,
and his country, have earned for him a place
among the very foremost well-doers in Israel.”
He was the gunardian, friend, and counsellor
of the youthful king, He stimulated and
supported Joash in every good work.

The interest and devotion of the aged high-
priest, were not shared by his order generally.
The priests and the Levites had failed in the
execution of the task entrusted to them.
“Vested interests had been affected by the
arrangement; work outside their sphere had
been laid on them; the people had no satisfac-
tory proof that the money given was laid oud
as they wished and contributions fell off.”
Geikie. 'The king reminds them that they had
dishonored the name and authority of Moses,
and been disobedient to God.

‘‘The Tabernacle of witness.”— The
Tabernacle and temple in their furniture, ap-
pointments and services, bore witness to the
holiness and graciousness of Jehovah.

7.—Wickedness will not go- unpunished.

Athalish’s sons were carried captive by a
band of Philistine raiders. She was put to
death by the soldiery on the day of the coron-
ation of Joash, meeting a deserved doom.
Forever she bears the brand “that wicked
woman.” In the Hebrew, ¢ wickedness®;
vickedness incarnate. The temple of Baal,
the abject of her devotion, for which she had
desppi}g@ Jehoyah’s temple, was razed to the

ground, and its priest slain before the altar.
2 Kgs, 11: 18,

8.—Here for the first time, the collection-
box appears in history. In this narrative, the
King gets credit for the origination of the
idea. In 2 Kgs. 12:9, Jehoiada is spoken of
a8 executing the new idea. The two were in
constant co-operation. A fuller description of
the “ box ” and its position is given in 2 Kgs.
¢t Jehoiada, the priest, took a chest and bored
a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the
altar ou the right ride, as one cometh into the
house of the Lord.”

9.—The plan was made known to the peo.
ple. An appeal was made to thoir conscience;
they were summoned to the performance of a
religious duty. They were called to bring the
collection “‘in to the Lord.” The authority
of ‘“ Moses, the servant of God ” was invoked
to constrain to obedience.

10.—The appe2l was successful, The heart
of the people was moved. Prince and peasant
vied with one another in a glad and free re-
sponse. It was a beautiful sight: a whole
nation flocking to the temple, and with loving
hearts casting in their offerings for God’s
cause. 1t was a joyous springtime of religious
life and service. Ex. 35:21; Acts 2: 44, 45.

{1.—The Levites who kept the door of the
temple, handed over the collection-box day-
by-day, to the king’s scribe and high priest’s
officer, who counted the money and returned
the box to its place. By their negligence, the
Levites lost the honor of taking charge of the
money and expending it. The new plan suc.
ceeded admirably. Confidence w18 restored
and the people gave freely.

12.~The young king and the aged priest
worked together nobly. When the fervor and
strength of youth are yoked with the wisdom
and experience of age, good results may be
looked for. They hired the workmen that
were necessary for the repairsofthe temple and
paid them. They were determined that the
work should be executed with despatch ; that
there should be no room for corruption and
jobbery in the handling of the funds. Personal
interest and superintendence secured the most
satisfactory work.

13.—The work was brought to a successful
issue. The temple was restored to its former
beauty and completeness. The king realized
the desire of his heart, and the good priesy
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Jehoinda rejoiced with him. The national
disgrace of a temple in ruins was wiped out.
Energy and good management were soon
crowned with success.

—

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

How did the reigning houses of Judah and
TIsrael become connected by marriage?

What were the effects of this alliance on the
state of religion in Judah?

Study the character and history of Athaliah.
How did Joash escape, to a considerable
extent, the evil effects of heredity ?

What was the condition of the temple of
Jehovah in the beginning of the reign of Joash
and how had it been brought to that condi-
tion ?

What was the condition of the temple ser-
vice, and the character of the priesthood at
that time ?

What regulations were made in the Mosaic
law for the raising of monies for the temple-
service, and how were these rules being ob-
served at the sime of our lesson?

What method did Joash first adopt for the
raising of money for the repairs of the temple?

Did this method succeed, and if not, why?

Compare the parallel passage in 2 Kgs, 12
with our lesson.

What change of method was introduced by
Joash ?

How were the people made aware of it?
What principles were appeaied to in seeking a
response from the people ?

What kind of a response was obtained ?

What light do the facts of the lesson throw
upon the question of *“ best method™” of rais-
ing money for church purposes?

Mention some essentials in the management
of funds for church purposes.

In what condition should we seek to have
the house of God and its affairs?

What qualities should we display in our
work for God ?

Of what work of restoration is the work of
repair on the temple emblematic?

What is the material of which the spiritual
temple is built?

‘Who are the builders ?

What kind of work should be done ?

Will all the work stand inspection? 1 Cor.
3:12,13.

PRACTICAL THOUCHTS

1. The condition of the ** house of God ” in any
community 8 an index to the state of religion in
that community.—When the house of God is
neglected and falls into a state of decay or
partial ruin, true religion muet be in a declin-
ingstate, The broken walls, defaced pillars,
and missing vessals of the temple in Jerusalem
at this time, spoke of waning faith-and pre.
vailing sin in the hei.¢s and lives of the peo-
ple. David was mot satisfied to dwell in a
ceiled houss, while the ark of God remained
within curtains. He formed plans for build-
ing a temple, that should be in keeping with
the wealth and progress of the nation, and
God said to him: *¢ thou.didst well that it was
in thine heart.” Through a bad marriage,
idolatry had been introduced into Judah, and
made much headway. Baal’s temple flourished
and Jehovah’s temple was partially destroyed.
Where saloons, gambling houses and theatres
flourish, the churches must suffer; and as the
churches prosper and enlarge, those schools of
vice must totter and fall. .

2. In beginning and carrying on any work of
reform there must be leaders.—The heart of
Joash the king was moved as he looked upon
the ruined temple. A good purpose took
shape within him. The temple must be re-
paired. Those who are in high places of
authority and influence, ought to be promot-
ers of every good work. *Like ruler, like
people.” What a benign and ennobling influ-
ence Queen Victoria has exercised over her
subjects during her long reign ! Opportunity
and responsibility are equal. No one in the
realm could do so much as Joash towards
bettering the condition of the temple, It was
most commendable and hopeful when he took
the matter in hand. He was assisted and en-
couraged in his purpose, by the good high-
priest Jehoiada, who had done so much in
influencing the life and forming the character
of the young king. No good movement can
succeed without wise, courageous, and faith-
ful leaders, Such men are God-given.

3. Leaders in a good work must be well sup-
ported or they cannot achicve complele success.—
Joash’s good purpose was long delayed in its
fulfilment, by the faithlessness and inactivity
of the priests and Levites, who were charged
with the raising of funds. They negléected

their duty; aroused no enthusiasm among the
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people, and evoked no adequate response.
When the ministers of religion are indifferent,
ease-loving, and time-serving, it cannot be
wondered at if the people catch the same
spirit. This work was onein which the whole
people must have a part. They enjoyed the
privileges of God’s house, and they must show
their gratitude and appreciation by their offer-
ings. But the king’s thought and interest
{ailed to reach the nation through the priests
and Levites. They were spiritual non-con-
ductors. Let us give the leaders of every for-
ward movement for God and humsnity, loyal

and hearty support, until the banners of truth |

By the new plan, the king infused something
of his own zeal into the whole body of the
people. Consecrated tact is no mean force in
the kingdom of God.

5. There i« room for many varieties of work
and talent, in connection witk the house of God.—
The planning, directing mind, the cheerful
giver, the faithful and competent artisen, all
those had their part in raising the temple
from itsruins. The church of to-day, our
cwn congregation ard Sabbath school afford
scope for all the gifts of their members. The
earnest mninister, the devoted elder, the pru-
dent manager, the attentive hearer, the sweet

shall be carried o complete victory, Let the  singer, the diligent visitor, the faithful teacher
love aud zeal of our matchless. leader, Jesus |the careful treasurer or secretary, the punc-

Christ, flow out through us, until our churches  tual

to the utmost fibre of their being, shall be
throbbing with life and power.

4. When one method failz in the raising of
wnoney for the work of the Lord, sanctified wisdom
will adopt another.—All methods ought to re-
cognize with all possible clearness, the great,
cardinal principles of honoring God with oup
substance and gladly and regularly bringing a
proportionate offering to his house. The king
did.not enact any new law. He iook steps
that the old law should be brought home with
new force, to the memory and conscience of
the people. The changes that he introduced
were calculated to emphasize the volantary and
religious character of their contributions: to
awaken fresh interest and inspire confidence.

superintendent, the willing scholar,
all contribute their share to the progress
and prosperity of Christian work among’
us.

Be our talents one, two, or five, let us use
and not bury them. Some are tapers: some
are burning and shining lights, but all can
lessen the darkness. All may be builders in
the temple of God: some with massive deeds
and great; some with ornaments of rhyme;
but all are helping forward the time when the
headstone shall be brought forth with shout-
ings of ‘‘grace, grace, unto it.” Ministers
Sabbath-school teachers, Chbristian workers,
are preparing and polishing spiritual stones
for the living temple which shall never know
decay or ruin.

THE BLACKBOAD.

THE TEMPLE

AT JERUSALEM D UINED
OF THE SOUL

ESTORED
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ADDED QUESTIONS FROM OUR SENIOR QUARTERLY.

Junlors.

‘What Kings ocoupied the throne of Judah
sinoe the time of last lesson? What was their
character?

4.—Whose son was Joash? Who brought up
Joash? How did this bappen? How old was
Josash when he came to the throne? What
purpose did he form?

8.—What was needed for the carrying ovt of
his ? What plan did he take to raise
it? How did this plan succeed? Who were to
blante in the matter?

6.~Whom did the King call to account?
Whose a. " ority did the King give for what
had been uone? . :

7.—~Who had damaged the temple? For
what purpose? Who was responsible for this?

8.~What new plan did the King adopt?
‘Where was the collection-box placed?

©.~What proclamation was made ?

10.—Who responded to the call? What
kind of a spirit did they show?

{l.—Who had oversight of the collection-box
at the door of the temple? Who opened it
and counted the collection?

12.~Who spent the money? What kinds of
workmen were hired?

13—~How did the work goon? What was
the result?

In what oondition did Jehoshaphat leave
the kingdom of Judah? What was the state
of religion a¢ his death? . How did his successors
follow his example? Whom did Jehoram
marry? What was her influence upon the
King and Kingdom? What notable act of
cruelty did she perform? How long did she
hold the throne? How did she meet her end?

4.—How did the temple come to need re-
pairs? What rival temple had been built in
Jerusalem? What became of. this temple at
the beginning of Jcash’s reign? Who took the
first steps in repairing Jehovah’s temple? Who
exercised a powerful influence over Joash?

8.-11-To whom di@ Joash at first entrust
the raising of the money for temple repairs?
‘What instructions did hegive them? To what
method now in use does this correspond?
‘Was this method successful? Aseign some pro-
bable reasons for failure? What new method
did Joash adopt? How did it differ from the
previous one? To what method nowin use
does it correspond ?

12-13.— Who disbursed the funds after
they were raised? What classes of workmen
wereemployed? Whatqualities should be dis-
played in the management of funds raised for
religions purposes?

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

f.— Beneficent works and movements of
reform have their birth-place in the brain and
heart of good men. Every noble deed is first
a noble thought.

2.—Those whoare in high places of author-
ity should 1. zealous for the highest welfare of
their subjects; they should be examples in the
promotion of every good work. Opportunity
brings responsibility.

3.— The ministers of religion ought to be
deeply interested and active in all that per-
tains to thehouse and worship of God. hen
<hey are indifferent, ease-loving, and time-serv-
ing, religion must bein a declining state.

&.— All who enjoy the privileges of God’s
honse should liberally support them. He
whose are the silverand the gcld and the cat-
tleon a thousand hills, requires us to honor
him with our substance, in the maintenance
and extension of His canse and Kingdom.

8.—God has given us directions in His
‘Word both as to the spirit and amount of our
contributions to His cause. They are to be
willing, proportionate, and regualar.

.— A mother’s influence is incalcalable for
good or evil. The example and teaching of a
Jochebed and a Hannah reproduce themselves
in a Moses and aSamuel. The wickedness of
an Athaliah is perpetuatesi in her abandoned
sons.

7.— Methods are of much importance in the
raising of money. A wise adaptation to cir-
cumstances is most likely to meet with suc-
cess. There is much room for sanctified skiil
along this line. .

8.—The collection-box appears here for the
first time in history. It is placed in the
house of God_beside the altar. The giving of
money to God’s cause is a religious act; an ac-
knowledgment of the offerer’s dependence upon
God and an expression of his gratitude..

9.—The voluntary offering proved in this
case a grand success. From the King on the
throne, teo the meanest subject, the spirit of
willingness pervaded the people.

{1.—Children should take adeep interess in
and contribute to the work of the YLord.
Joash was but ayouth when he busied him-
self about the repairing of the temple.

ANSWER IN WRITINC.

1. What is the distinction between priests and Levites?

8, Whatkind of » man was Johoiada, the chief priest ? .

3. What is the collection referred to in verat:5?

4. How and when should we contribute to the cause of God? .
5. Describe the first collection box ; where it was put, and how it succeeded ?
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l . time of its occurrence.

Tesson IV,
' Leéson. Isaiah 62 1-13.

1., In the year that king Uzziah died Isaw also the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and
his train filled the t2mple.

2. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six
wings; with twain he covered -his face, and with
t.wujgxil he covered his fect, and with twain he did fly.

8, Andonecried untoanother, and said, Holy, holy,
?;Olyi is the Lord of hosts : the whole earth 3s full o

isglory.

4. And the egosts of the door moved at the voice of
him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke,

5, Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; be-
causel am a man of vnclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst otaxs)eople of unciean lips: for mine eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hos!

alive and, whi e had taken wi
thetou%s from off the altar:

7. And he 1aid iv upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this
hath touched 1a taken

thy Iips; and thy Inigui!
away, and thy sin purged, v

GOLUEN TEXT.

ISAIAH CALLED TO SERVICE.
Read Ezekiel, chaps. zand 3.

ta.
6, Then flew one of the seraphins unto me, havixég thi
h

October 23rd,'1898
Commit vs, 5-8,

8. Also I heard the voice of the Lord i
Whom shall Isend, and who will go forus® - h?:g
O o ala, GonAMC. 1l this people, I
. e , Go, an ] e, Hear ye
i)%?cegidv'e b“tt. understand not; and segeyog indeed, b%t

10!

10. Make the heart of this people fat, and make
their ears heavy, and shut thair eyes; lest they see
with their eyes,'and hear with their ears, and under-
stand with their hearts, and_convert, and be healed,

11. Thenseid I, Lord, how long? And he answered,
Uniil the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and
flhe:o llmt:.m without man, and the Jand be utterly

a
12. And the Lord have remé6ved men far away, and
ere be & great forsaking in the midst of the land,
mlg. s%g% y‘e;.gin ittgt}l\anbea wﬁe;:th. andl&shall return,
eaten: asa and as an
whose substance isin them, when they cast t%%%r

leaves: so the holy seed shall be the subsiance
thereof, :

DAILY READINGS, CATECHISM.
Q. '0. What did God at first re-
“X heard the volce of the | 3 Izafah called toservice Isa. 6: | veal to man for the rule of his
Lord, saying, whom shall X 1-18. obedience?
send, and who will go forus ? | ;¢ (q)) of Moses, Exodus 8 : 7-13., A, The rule which God at first

Then said X, Here am I ; send

. | revealed to man for his obedience,
me.”—Isa, 6 8. W. Ezia’iiel commissioned, m 2 W, 3 tﬁ? 1%%!‘&1 g‘ﬂm nﬂ loe.
‘ ere moral law
-_— %‘: g?nah. mmi“é‘ﬁglgg‘gg& e 1p; | SummArily oom})zeh_ended?
LESSON PLAN. - Messengers o ¢ { A, The moral law'is summarily
. . Thl-}:& + waiting, Jobn d: comprehended in the ten com-
1. Isaiah's Vision, v8.17. ° 8. The Karves € Johnd: | mandments, - ’
2. Isaiah’s Call, v. 8. LESSON HYMNS,

8, Isaiah's Commission, 9-18.

This chapter is a record of Isaiah’s initiation
into the office of a prophet. His inaugural
vision, his call, consecration and commission,
are vividly portrayed. The reference to time

. in the first verse implies that Isaiah did not

publish the record of this experience at the
He looks baock over
several years of his ministry, to that memor-
able year in which king Uzziah died, and re-
lates the wonderful experience by which he
was made_a prophet.

Ysaiah was called to his work ata critical
stage in the nation’s history. Thetide of pros-
perity was about turning. TUzziah’s was a
long and glerious reign, but it had a sad end-
ing. The king became proud and haughty,
and at last was guilty of an act of irreverence
which brought upon him the judgment of God.
He was smitten with leprosy and had to live
in a house by himself till his death.

Uzziah was succeeded by his son Jotham
who though a good man, was not able to re-
strain the wickedness of the people. His son
and successor Ahaz was a very wicked king
and only encouraged and aided.the people in

I

8, Laborers with God, 1 Cor,8:
3-1L

Nos, 6 (Ps.) 536, 357, 238.

their idolatrous way. e set up idols to Baal,
introduced the sacrifice of children and other
heathen abominations.

The divine judgments, referred to in our
lesson, quickly followed this national decline.
And it was in view of those that Isaiah was
called and commissioned to deliver his message
of warning from the Lord.

V.l Intheyear.—About 740 B.C, near
the time of the founding of Rome. The refer
ence to king Uzziah’s death suggests the con-
trast between his presumption and irreverence
2 Chr. 26: 18 ; and.the vision of the adoring
seraphim. ¥ 8AwW.—i.e., not with his bodily
eyes, butin a france. Ezekiel, and apparently
Jeremiah, like Isaiah, beheld a vision in con-
nection with their osll, Ezek. 1:1;2:1;
3;Jer. 1: 4-10. For similar visions see, 1
Kgs. 22: 19-22; Dan. 7: 9, 10; Hab. 3: 36;
Rov. 1: 13-17; sitting upon a throne. Denot-
ing the sovereignty: of God, over all earthly
kings. His train, or skirts. - Isaiah did not
see God’s face. Thetemple, the heavenly
palace of the vision described in terms of the

earthly temple. .. .



" Isaiah was probably in the temple at Jeru-
salem when he saw this vision. There, his
conscience would be stirred and quickened
by the formal and soulless worship of the
people. Ch, 1: 13, and the recollection of
Uzzish's sin- and punishment. And ‘‘ where
the conscience is most roused there is the
vision of God to be expected.”’

John in his gospel, Ch, 12: 41, says that it
was Jesns whose glory Isaiah saw.

2. S8eraphim.—Not elsewhere mentioned
in Seripture 8 angelic beings. The singular
form of the word, 8araph.is used for the
serpent lifted up by Moeses Num. 21: 8, and
the *flery flying serpent® of Isa. 14: 29.
The form of the seraphim which the prophet
saw in this vision however is not described.
All we are told is that * they veiled their faces
and their feet before the awful Holiness. All
wings and voice, perfect readiness of praise
and service.” Did fly.—i.e, 12: bover.
Their bodies were motionless. .

3. Holy, holy, holy, as two choirs, facing
each other, and singing responsively.

4. Foundations moved, as a building is
made to vibrate by thesound of a great orgay,
Smoke.—A usual accompaniment of the
divine presence, Ex. 19: 18; 1 Kgs. 8: 104
Ezek: 10:4; Rev. 15: 8. In this case the smoke
seems to have some oonnection with the
praises of the seraphim. *‘The incense of the
altar of incense wasset on fireby these praises.?
Some however uuderstand the smoke tobea
symbol of the ‘dark side of Jehovah’sself
manifestation Rev. 16: 8, the reaction of his
holy nature against sin.”
* 8. Woe Is me.~The vision of God deepens
the consciousness of unworthiness and sin, see
Job, 42: 5,6; Lu. 5: 8. Unclean lips.—
Isaiah’s consciousness of sin has special re-
ference to the organ of speech, since *‘a pure
lip ”? was essential to the acoeptable worship
of Jehovah Zeph, 3:9. Ina wider sense the
lips might be taken as the organ through

which the character of a man expresses itself.
see Matt, 12:34; Jas, 3: 2, 8cen the King.
That no man can see God and live is an idea
frequently expressed in the Old Testament see
Ex. 19: 21; 20: 19; 33: 20; Dt. 18: 16; Judg.
13: 22, compare with these our Lord’s words
Jehn 1: 18. It was only a manuifestation of
God that Isaiah saw,

G- Live coal, or hot stone. The purify-

ing effect of fire is often referred to inthe
Bible, Mal. 3: 2, 3; Matt. 3: 11: Aots. 3: 3;
eto. Fire also is a symbol of God’s holiness,
Ex. 3: 2-5; Isa: 33: 14; Heb. 12: 20.

7. Touched.—Thus God prepared Isainh
as he did Moses and Jeremiah for the service
to which he called them, see Ex. 4. 11; Jer.
1: 19,

8. Who will go —It required courage to
deliver God’s message of rebuke and warning
to the pation, given up to idolatry. It
was God’s will that Isaiah should offer his
services freely for this work. Us.—Including
those surrounding the throne of God. Ps. 89:
7; 1 Kgs. 22: 19.

9, 10.—These words express a great law of
the spiritual world, viz., that man may be-
come 8o self-hardened in evil as to lose all
religions susceptibility and become incapable
of improvement. This moral insensibility is
here regarded.as both the fruit and the punish-
ment of sin. Compare Matt, 13: 14, 15; John
12:39, 40; Ro, 11: 8.

‘While the great massof the nation; however
had given themselves up to the infatuation of
evil, there was still a possibility of individuals
repenting and being saved. And so the
message of Isaiah was acall to repentance as
well as the utterance of judgment.

10. Heart, equivalent to the understanding
Hos.7: 11; R. V, Jer. 5:4, fat, callous, un-
feeling, Ps. 119: 70, shut, smear ov:r, Isa
29: 10; 44: 18.

11, 12 How fong.—i. e. how long will t}us
spiritual insensibility and its dreadful results
continue ? Citles bo waste, referring to
the captivity of Judah, which occured about
150 years after this.

13.—Isaiah’s characteristic doctrine of a
saved remnant. Teil, or terebinth, oak.
These trees were noted for their vitality.
“ As the terebinth or oak when cut down
retain the principle of vitality in their roots,
which will agsin spring up intoa greht tree
Job. 14: 7; so the ruined Israel contains the
indestructible germ of the future kingdom of
God; the ““ holy seed *? is wrapped up in it.”

PRACTICAL THOUCHTS.
{.—A true vision of God and of spiritual
things changes the whole aspect of a man’s
life. No man can pass through such an ex-
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perience and be the same person that he was
before. The vision. of Christ which Paul
saw was the beginning of a new experience to
him. When a man’s spiritual eyes are opened
to behold the beauty of holiness, he can no
Junger be content to live in the enjoyment of
gin. His ery will 'be for spiritual cleansing
and spiritual life. It is because so many are
blind to spirit..al realities that their hearts are
set on lower things.

2—The character of our religion will be
determined by our conceptions of God. It
was because the people of Isaiah’s time failed
to apprehend the holy nature of God and the
requirements of his worship that they presum-
ed to come into his presence with sacrifices
and offerings while their hearts were full of
corruption and their lives given up to all kinds
of evil. The gross and sensuous forms of
religion which prevail among the heathen are
the result of their low conceptions of a su-
preme being. It was by revealing Him who is
a Spirit, and who requires holiness on the
part of his worshippers, that Jesus led men to
pure and spiritual worship.

3.—The only becoming attitude in approach-
ing God is that of deep reverence. The
thoughtless presumption of the worshippers in
the temple of Jernsalem contrasted strangely
with the reverence of those angelic beings
whon Isaiah saw standing before the throne of
God. We should guard against irreverence,
not only in worship, butin our study of God’s
word, in thinking and speaking of divine
thingsand in all our relations to God’s works,
There is no doubt that irreverence is a very
common sgin even in the church of Christ,
Like Uzziah and the thoughtless worshippers
in the time of Isaish, so now often ¢‘Fools
rush in where angels fear to tread.”

4.—The more exalted our views of God, the
more humble our opinion of ourselves. Isaiah
never realized his unworthiness and sinfal-
ness as he did when he obtained a vision
of the divine holiness. So Job and Peter
hoth had the consciousness of sin deepen-
ed in them by a cleater vision of God. The
greatest saints have been the most lowly-
minded. Paul spoke of himself ag ‘“less than
the least of all the saints.”?

5.- A true consciousness and confession of
sin will lead to pardon and purification. The
Psalmist said ** I will confess my tyansgression

unto the Lord;and thou forgavest the iniquity
of my sin.” God’s promise is *‘If we con-
fess ouv sins, he is faithful and just to forgive

'us our sins, and tocleanse us from all un-

righteousness,’’

6.—When God calls us to service, he can
justify us for that service, he can make of our
lips, of our hearts, of all our members, instru-
ments of righteousness unto him. Are cour-
age, faith, strength, wisdom, patience, love
needed for the work of God ; he can give all
these. Our God shall supply every need of
ours. Therefore no one should hesitate to
obey a clear call of God, because of the amall-
ness of his resources. God’s grace is sufficient
for us and his strength shall be more perfect
in our weakness,

7.—God desires of usa voluntary service.
He might command ; but he chuoses to invite.
*“Who will go for us?” God doesn’t want
unwilling workers in his cause.

8-—No Christian is fully consecrated to God
until he can say, ‘“Here am I, send me’’;
make use of me for what thou wilt ; send me
on any commission thou choosest. God
doesn’t wish every Christian to go on the
errand of a prophet or a missionary or a minis-
ter of the gospel ; but every Christian should
possess the spirit of the prophets and mission-
aries and martyrs.

9.—One of the most terrible consequences
of sin is the loes of all degire and capacity for
good. Indulgence in evil brings its own pun-
ishment in the deterioration of character and
the destruction of religious susceptibilities.
‘“He that sinneth against me wrongeth his
own soul.” Prov. 8: 36,

{0.—We are not responsible for results in
doing the work of the Lord. Isaiah’s ministry
was a seeming failure , but that was no reason
why he should not faithfully carry out the
divine comnmission. God requires of us faith-
falness, net success, as the world eatimates
suocess, ‘‘Be thou faithful.” God will take
care of results.

11.—God’s great purpose of love to man can-
not be defeated. Individuals and even nations
may reject his grace and spurn his mercy, and
8o lose the supreme biessing of life ; but the
kingdom of God cannot perish from the earth.
It must continue to grow in magnitude and
power until the end. Christ ‘shalt?’ see of

the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied.”
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QUESTIONS FOR 8TUDY.

{.—In what relation does this vision stand to

Isainh's ministry as a prophet ?
‘What was the moral cvunditivn of the nation
at the time in which he began his ministry ?
‘What contrast is suggested by the reference to
Uzziah? What contrast did Isaiah observe
between the worship of the earthly templeand
that of the heavenly? Whose glory does the
apostle John say Isaiah beheld? What other
prophots beheld a vision in coanection with
their call? Mention some other visions re-
ferred to in the. Bible.

2, 3.—What did the attitude of the Sera-
phim express? What feature of the divine
character did they empbasize in their song?

4—What was symbolized by the smoke
with which the house was filled ?

8.—What was the effeot of this vision upon
the prophet? Give similar instances. What
is implied in Isaiah’s reference to his lips?
‘What is the relaticn of speech to character?
Give scripture reference. What idea is ex-
pressed in the Old Testament about the conse-
quences of seeing God? What did Isaiah
mean by saying that his eyes had seen the
king ?

6.—What was symbolized in the touching of
the prophets lips by a live coal? What
attribute of God is frequently symbolized by
fire ?

7—\Why were the lips of the prophet especi-
ally touched by the live coal? What other

great teachers did God prepare.for their work
by the gift of cousecrated sprech ?

8.—What was the nature of the call which
Isaiah heard? Why was the call presented in
the form of an invitation ? What was there in
the condition of the nation requiring courage
to obey this call? What ié implied in the use
of the plural ‘“us’??

9, 10.—What great Iaw of the spiritual world
is expressed in these verses? In what two
aspeots may this moral insensibility be viewed ?
What was the use of delivering this message if .
the nation was not prepared to hear it? In
what sense is the word ** heart ”” used? What
condition is implied in the use of the word
«fat’? ?

I, 12—What did the prophet mean by the
question ‘‘ How long?”? What particular judg-
ment is referred to in these verses?

13- —What great hope is set before the nation
in the closing words of Isaiah's commision ?

THE BLACKBOARD.
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ADDED QUESTIONS FROM OUR SENIOR QUARTERLY.

Junlors.

|.~When did Isaiah see the vision desoribed
in this chapter? What did hesee? Where
was he ?

2.~ Why did the seraphim cover their faces
and their feet with their wings? For what
did they use the remaining pair of wings?

3.—What was the song of the seraphim ?
How was it sung?

4.— Whateffect was produced by their sing-
ing? What did the smoke symbolize ?

8 —What did Isaish exclaim when he saw
this vision? Why was he afraid? What did
Jobthink of himself when he obtained a vision
of God? 'What did Peter say to the Saviour,
when he saw an exhibitionofhis divinepower ?

6-7.— What symbolic act did one of the
seraphim perform? What did this act shew ?
Mentiona few passages in whioh fire is referred
to as that which purifies?

8.— What was the call which Isaiah heard ?
Who i8 meantby ‘“us?’ ?

9-10.—What was Isaiah’s commission?
What is meant by the ‘‘heart’’? ‘What con-
dition is implied in the word ‘‘fat?? What
had led to this moral condition of thenation ?

i1~12.—How long was this condition to con-
tinue?

13.—What assurance was given the prophest
with regard to the future of the nation?

8enlors.

1-7.—At what period of his ministry did
Isainh see this vision? What was the condi-
tion of the nation at the time? Of what sin
had Uzziah been guilty near the close of his
reign? 2 Chr. 26: 16. How was he punished
for thisein? 2 Chr. 26: 20-21. What bear-
ing has the vision of Isaiah upon the sin ol
Uzzish? What did the exalted throne sym-
bolize? 'Whom does John say Isainh saw?
(John 12: 41.) What vision of the Saviour
had the apostle John? Rev.1: 13-16. What
other prophets beheld visions of God ? 1 Kgs.
22: 19-22; Ezek. 1: 26-28; Dan. 7: 9-10;
Hab. 3: 3-6 ; What effect did this vision pro-
Guce upon Isaiah? Why did the prophet make
special reference to his lips in his confession of
unworthiness ?

8.—Contrast the readiness with which Isaiah
volunteered to do the Lord’s bidding with the
hesitation of another great and good man. Ex.
3: 11 ;4:13. What apostle was led by a
vision of Christ to offer his services to God ?

9-13.—~What was to be the first effect of
Isainh’s message upon the people? In what
way does John apply these words (vs. 9, 10.)
to the ministry of Jesus? John 12: 39-40.
In what connection did our Saviour quote
them? Matt, 13: 13-15, What Qootrine is
taught in the last verse of this chapter?

PRACTICAL

1. A true vision of God is as necessary to-
day to a consecrated life or a worthy service as
in Isaiah’s time. Only in the light of such a
revelation can we have a right ideal of worship
or & true conception of life. ~What every
Christian needs is such a view of God as will
lead to self abasement, and the desire to livea
consecrated life in the servioe of God.

2. Right views of God will lead toa true
knowledge of self. Isaish felt his sinfulness
as never before, when he beheld the Divine
glory. The greatest of earth’s saints have had
very humble ideas of themselves. Paul spoke
of himself as ‘‘ less than theleastof all saints.??
There i8 no room for spiritnal pride in the
presence of the Holy One. :

3. Reverence is one of the great essentials to
aright approach to God. The sin of irrever-
ence is not confined to the godless. Its mosb
dangerous manifestations are in the Church of
Christ, in a thoughtless approach to God, for-

THOUCGHTS.

mality in worship, lightness and flippancy of
speech in regard to sacred things, In worship
and in dealing with spiritual things ‘‘fools
rush in where angels fear to tread.?

4. When God calls to service he can fit for
service. Isaigh, Moses, Jeremiah, all the pro-
phets and apostles, are examples. Our God
can supply every need of ours, No man need
hesitate to obey a clear divine call for lack of
resources. Ke who made us and who calls us
can also equip us for the work for which he
has appointed us.

5. God wants volunteers for his service.
* Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?? Should not our eager reponse be that
of the prophet, ‘Here am I, send me.”

6. We are not responsible for results.
Isaiah’s ministry was a seeming failare, for
the people only became more hardened in
indifference and sin. It i8 ours to be faithful,
God will take care of results,

ANSWER IN WRITING.

1. 'Write a description of Isaiah’s vision.
2,

3.

Desoribe the effect of this vision upon the prophet.

How was Isaiah fitted for the work to which God had called him?
‘What was the message which he was told to deliver ?

How would this message be received by the people?
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Lesson V.
Lesson, Xsaiah 122 230,

1. And there shall come forth a rod out of tiic stem '

of Jesse, and o Branch shall grow out of his roots:

2. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the 8pirit of wisdom and understanding, the tg)imof
counsel and mx:fht, the spiritof knowledgeand of the
fearof the Lord:

8. And shall make him of qll‘lick understanding in
the fear of the Lord : and heshall not judge after the
%ll%htof his eyes, reither reprove after the hearing of

ears;

4, But with righteousness shall be judge the poor,
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth:
and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay
the wicked,

5. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins,

SOLDEN TEXT.

“The earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord, ns
the waters cover the sea.'—

Isa 11: 9, T.
— T'
LESSON PLAN. ;“-
1. The Messiah King, vs, 1.2, 8.
2. A Righteous Government, 3-5.
3. The Golden Age, 6-10,

The reigns of Uzzinh and Jotham marked a
period of great materinl prosperity in the
kingdom of Judah. No wonder, then, that
Isainh at the beginning of his ministry of pro-
phetic activity about 760 B.C , should graphi-
cally have drawn a picture of a great Judean
Commonwealth with Jerusalem as the centre
or great rallying point of the nation.

When Ahaz, young. foolish, without force
of character, heedless of the moral or religious
well-being of the people, ascended the throne,
the sky soon became overcast with storm
clouds. A Syro-Ephraimitish alliance was
formed. Repeated incursions on the part of
the allied forces into Judean territory, caused
a political crisis which resulted in Ahaz seek-
ing and obtaining help from Assyria. This
step taken against the advice and warnings of
Isaiah, cost Ahaz his independence, and bur-
dened the treasury of the nation with a heavy
tribute tax. Then followed days of darkness,
misfortune, and disaster.

Isaiab, however, foresaw a time coming,

MESSIAH'S KINGDOM FORETOLD.
Read chap, 2;also 2: 2-4;‘9: -7

DAILY READINGS.
M, Messiah's Ki
Isaiah 11:
Without end, Isa, 9:1-7,
W. The Deliverer, Isa. 42: 1-12.
Spiritof the Yord, Isa, 61: 1-6,
King of Glory, Psa. 24,
A peaceful kingdom, Isa, 85,
. Aspiritual kingdom, John18;
33-40,

October 3oth, 1898,
Commit ﬁ. 2:4.

and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

6 The wo!f alsoshall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie downwith thekid ; andthecalfand
the young lion_aud the fatling together ; and a little
chilid shall lead them.

7. And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their
youngonesshalilic down together: and thelionshall
catstraw like the ox,

8. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on
the cockatrice’ den.

9, They shall not hurt nor destroy in all wy holy
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the know-
ledge of the Lord, as the waters over the sea.

10, And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse,
which shall stand foran ensign of the ple: to it
shall the Gentiles #eck @ and his restshall beglorious,

CATECHISM,
Q. 42, What is the sum of the ten
ngdom foretold, | commandments? ’
1-10. A, The sum of the ten commana-

ments is, To love the Lord our God
with all our heart, with all our
soul, with all our strength, and
with all our mind, and our neigh-
‘bour as ourselves,

LESSON KYMN 8.
Nos. 74 (Ps.) 155, 463, 449.

broken, and the dawning of a golden age with
the advent of a inighty Deliverer.

To-day’s lesson contains one of the most
glorious prophecies in the Old Testement,
This prophecy spoken between 711 and 700
B.C. should be studied in the light of preced-
ing prophecies. ¢“The house of the Lord es-
tablished in the top of the mountains,”
Chap. 2: 24; *Immanuel,” Chep. 7: 14;
“The Prince of the Four Names,” Chap.
9: 6, 7.

The Messiah, Kings 1-2.— ¢ There
shall come forth a rod,” twig, sprig, or shoot,
‘“‘out of thestem” orstump of ‘‘Jesse.” Expres-
sive of the humble origin, the manners, and
obscurity of the appearance of the coming
Deliverer. Assyria would be like the great
cedar forests of Lebanon cut down incapable
of putting forth new shopts.  While frum the
decayed house of Jesse, like the Judean oak-
stumps would come forth a fresh shoot,’rod,
branch, * beautiful and glorious.”

The Spirit of the Lord-—TheHoly Spirit

when the rod of the Assyrian power would be . given without measure unto Jesus, 0 emi-
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nently fitting and equ.pping him for his great
life's work. )

The spirit of wisdom, etc.— The rich
spiritual gifts and endowments bestowed on
hm. Jesus possessed perfect and absolute
knowledge of his life’s work in every particu-
lar, and thoroughly underst” >d the best means
and methods for its accomplishment. Ha is
the Fountain and Treasury of all the richw
and blessings of Divine grace to believers.

Of quick understanding—Lit, “of qv ck
scent.” Possessed of divine illumination. He
would be quick to discern the right word to
speak, and the right thing to do, on every
occasion, under every circumstance.

., A righteous government, vs, 3-5,

‘¢ And heshall not judge after the sight of
his eyes —His judgment with respect to
persons, shall not be according to outward
show, . appearances, nor public opinion, nei-
ther his reprcofs after hear-say reports ; but
he shall judge by the inward man of the
heart, and the hidden principles by which men
are animated and actuated.

With righteousness....with equity.—
Impartial justice shall be done by him who is

no respector of persons. Jesus ever proved
himself the absolute friend of justice. When-
ever the meek ones of earth do amiss, their
correction or punishment shall be with equity
or fairness.

Rod of his mouth.—The rod or staff
the emblem of office. By the rod or word of
his mouth, which is the sword of the spirit,
shall he cauge the wicked or ungodly ones of
earth to be punished.

Cirdle of hig reins.—The girdle, the most
essential part of the Eastern dress, that by
which all the other parts are kept in their
places. His righteousness shall be his strength
and the administration of hie government
shall be in righteousness and truth.

The Colden Age, Vs, 8-10

Woifalso.—The idea is that under the
Messinh’s reign there should exist a state of
peace and security; animals of all descriptions
dwelling in harmony ; the wild animals losing
their ferocity, and the weak and defenceless
ones would be safe. A little child.—Man
once more shall occupy his position of super-
iority and authority over the lower animals,
Theasp.—The cobra, a small but very poi-

sonous serpent. The cockatrice, or adder,
& most venemous reptile.

Knowledge of the Lord.—The cause of
the state of uaiversal peace and tranquility is
found in the wide-spread knowledge of the
Lord, not alone in Judah but in all luads and
among all peoples, shall there be the recogni-
sion of his glory. .

The Centiles.—The Gentiles shall be
grafted into the ‘‘rich olive tree,” and made
to share the blessings of divine grace.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. ‘A study of the world’s history reveals
the fact that her greatest missionary heroes,
statesmen, poets, inventors, discoverers, and
benefactors, have for the most part been men
that have rigen from positions of great obscur-
ity.

"2, The events and movements that have re-
volutionized society and resulted in the high-
est form of civilization, can be traced to very
insignificant beginnings.

3. Small and insignificant indeed, consider-
ed from the world’s stand-point was the be-
ginning of the Messiah’s kingdom in the
world, Its beginning, growth, extension, and
facial glory is beautifully illustrated in Eze-
kiel’s vision of the holy waters. Ez. 47: 1-12,

4. Like the Assyrian empire, all the king-
doms and empires of this world shall come to
an end, leaving their impression for good or
evil,

5. The kingdom of Christ i3 an everlasting
kingdom, whose foundations can never be
shaken. .

6. The principles of government are mercy
and truth, righteousness and justice.

7. The golden age consequent upon the
advent of the Messiah marks the dawning of
a period in the world’s history, of unity and
concord, safety and security. Vs. 6-10
have been differently interpreted. Some
regard it as being descriptive of the marvel-
lous transforming influence of the Gospel upon
the infuriated enemies of the cross. Others
have referred it to the millenium., While
others see in it a picture of nature restored.

Pope beautifully describes the scene in the
following lines:
¢“ The lambs with wolves shall graze the ver-

dant mead,
And boys, in flowery bands, the tigers lead,
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The steer and lion at one crib shall meet,

And harmless serpents lick the pilgrims’ feet.

The smiling infant in his hand shall take

The crested basilisk, and speckled snake,

Pleased, the green lustre of tha scales survey,

And, with their forked tongue, innocently
plny.,)

QUESTIONS FORSTUDY.

1.—What was the object of forming a Syro-
Ephraimitish alliance ?

2.—State the cause and result of the poli-
tical crisis in Judea.

3.—How wus the rod of the Assyrian power
broken ?

4.—Describe the state and condition of the
House of David at the time of Christ’s birth.

B.—Define the office and work of the Holy
Spirit in his relation respectively, to the Old
and New Testament dispensations.

6.—Give Scripture proofs showing to what
extent the prophecies in to-day’s lesson have
been fulfilled.

THE BLACKBOARD.
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ANDED QUESTIONS FROM OUR SENIOR QUARTERLY.

Junlors.

What time did Ysa.ah prophesy ? 'What was
the ocondition of the kingdom at the time he
prophesied ? See Isaiah 1;2 :1-5.

{.—To what is the royal line of David here
likened? What good thing was to happen to
that line? Where is the Messiah first foretold?
Gen. 3: 15.

2.,~Whendid the Holy Spiritcome in a very
gpecial manner upon Christ? In what differens
wayg?did the Holy Spirit fit Christ for His
WOr.

.—How do men usually judge of things?
How did Christ judge? How will He judee
at the last day ?

4.—~What sometimes causes injustice to be
done to the poor? What is said of the poor
when Christ shall reign? How do we see that
to-day? What will he do to the wicked ? See
Pa. 2. -
5.—!W}nt is a girdle for? What is Christ’s
irdle

6-8.—How many different kinds of figures
or pictures does the prophet use to shew the
harmony and peace that is to be when Chrisé
reigne? How do we see these pictures coming

» true in the world now?

9.—What is to fill the world? Who are to
fill the world with this-knowledge? What
will be the result ?

10.~What is the ‘‘root” of Jesse ? What will
it be for? Who will seektoit? "What will the
rest be like when His work is all done?

Seniors.

{-2.—-What is the first mention of the pro-
mised Messiah? Gen. 3: 16. What references
are made tothe Messish by Isaiah ? (Is. 2: 2-4;
7:14;9:6, 7, eto.) What was the condition
of the ““House of David” at the time of Christ’s
birth? (Luke 2: 7 ; Matt. 2:11.) When did
the Holy Spirit descend upon Jesus, and by
what other names is He called? (Matt. 3: 163
Mark 1:10; Matt. 28:29; John 14:16; 16:
13; Acts 1:8.) Give Scripture proofsshowing
that the Holy Spirit i8 & person and not an in-
iluem)»! {(John16:26; 16:7; 16: 13 ; Acts

: 8.

3.8.—What remarkable things does the pro-
phet say would take place when the Holy Spirit.
should be given? (Joel2:28-32.) What is
the principle on which Christ’s kingdom is
founded, and by which itis to be extended and
perpe14 lstt;nted in the world? (John 3: 16; 13:

, 15.

6.10.—What is to be the character of Christ's
kingdom? How do we seethis propbecy fultilled
to-day? In what way can we help in the fal-
filment of it? What should be the character
of the Christian life ?

PRACTICAL THOUCHTS.

1.—Despise not the day of small things. The
House-of David was feeble, but the shoot from
the root of that house ir now one of the might-
iest powers in the world.

2,~There i8 much of wrong and evil in the
world, and the workers for good sometimes get
discouraged, but right shall triumph. What-
ever the darkness of the present, there is no
darkness nor uncertainty about the future.
“Be of good cheer, it is I,’ is the word of
Jesus across life’s stormy sea.

3.—The Holy Spirit, who was given without
measure to Jesns, 18 the same Spirit who takes
of the things of Christ, and reveals them sav-
ingly to us if we are God’s children.

4 —If we are going to worthily fulfil our
mission in this world by being faithful wit-
nessesto thetruth,andliving epistles of Christ,it

can only be by putting on the Loxd Jesus Christ.

8.—We can ‘“‘hasten the coming of the day
of God,” in a very importantsense, by seeking
to govern our hearts, our lives, our country,
by the principles which shall characterize
Christ’s kingdom.

6.—The one thing that is going to illaminate
this world lying in darkness and sin, trans-
form, uplift, and ennoble the nations of the
earth, is the ‘‘knowledge of the Lord,” throngh
the preaching of the gospel of the everlasting
kingdom of Christ.

7.—Where Christ reigns, ‘‘they sball not
hurt nor destroy.” The laws will not endorse
the liguor traffic, nor the government make
gain from it. There will be nolegalized saloons
to lure young men toruir, and to blight happy
homes. Can we not now cause that kingdom
to come in Canada ?

ANSWER IN WRITINC.
{.~When did Teaiah Iive, and to which of the $wo kingdoms did he belong?
2.—What special gifts did the Messiah pousess, and whence?
3.—What is to be the character of the Government <t Messiah's kingdom?
4.—~How do we see that prophecy fulfilled to-day?

8.~What is to hring abous the Golden Age?
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Primary Department,

Heurs vor Teacuers or Lrrrek Fouks, By Mr. & Mrs. G. H. ArRcuIsaLp, MONTREAL.

LESSON I1.—October 2nd, 1898.
REFORMATION UNDER ASA. 2 Chron. 14: 2-12.

I. GovLpeN Texr: * Help us, O Lord. our
God, for we rest on Thee.” 2 Chron. 14: 11.

. Review THougHr FOR THE (QUARTER :
Pictures and Stories about Good Men of the
Old Testament.

IO, Review Tnoueur For To-paY’s LEs
s0X : Breaking Down Idols.

IV. Rgview: Briefly recall from the chil--
dren points in the history of Israel which we
learned last Quarter.

V. Syxorsis oF Lessox : The Synopsis of
Lesson this Quarter are selections from
Eadie’s Bible Dictionary. Asa was son and
successor of Abijam on the throne of Judah.
Thefirst part of his reign was peaceful, and
he improved the opportunity to purify his
kingdom from idolatry, andto build and fortify
several cities ; and when Zerah, an Ethopian
king, invaded his territories, with an army of

a million of men, and three hundred chariots, ||

Asa met him with six hundred thousand and
defeated him.

At the suggestion of Azariah, a prophet
whom God specially deputed for that purpose,
Asa set about the reformation of every abuse
in his kingdom, and appointed a solemn festi-
val of thanksgiving to God, at which all the
people were assembled, and entered into a
formal covenant with God.

Baasha, the king of Israel, finding his sub-
jects too much disposed to go into Judah and
dwell there, commenced fortifying Ramah, a
place near the frontiers of both kingdoms,
with a view to cut off the passage of emi-
grants to Jerusalem, and other parts of
Judah.

Asn, though he had so long enjoyed the
fuvour and protection of God, was now tempt-
ed to forsake him. Instead of trusting in his
Almighty arm for deliverance, as he bad done
in years past, he sent to Benhadad, the Kmng
of Syria, and prevailed on him, even in viola-
tion of a treaty which existed between Ben-
hadad and Baasha, to come to the help of Ju-
dah against Israel.

The Syrian King, won by the presents

which Asa had sent him, immediately attack-
ed and destroyed several important cities of
Tsrael.  Baasha, finding his kingdom thus in-
vaded, abandoned the fortification of Ramah.
that he might protect the provinces of the in.
terior from desolation. Asa seized the oppor-
tunity to demolish Ramah and take away the
stone and timber which were collected there,
and used them in the building of his own
cities. .

He was afterwards visited with a most dis-
tressing disease of the feet ; but even this did
not lead bim torenew his trust in God. * He
sought not to the Lord, but to the Physi-
cians,” that is, placed more faith in their skill
than in God’s goodness. He died A.M. 3090, -

A .
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PRIDE

g
DRIVEN OUT

in the forty-first year of his reign, and his
burial was attended with great pomp.

VI. PrixcrrLES of TEACHING as APPLIED
to this Lesson :

1. ApATTATION. -

How shall we adapt this lesson to the child
life? Asa broke down the idols, and God
drove out his enemies. The Golden Text is
“Help us, O Lord, our God, for we rest on
Thee.”

The thought which we want to teach is,
that if we are willing to break down the idols
that are in our hearts, love of self and love of
our own way, ete., cte.. God will, -on his
part, drive ont our enemies, temper. pride,

ete., ete.
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The idea that toys, and clothes, and thatsort
of thing, may be an idol, must be carefully
taught. Some children do not make these
things idols, and we should avoid snggesting
evil that is not there.

In teaching that the love of our own way is
an idol, we are usually pretty safe with all the

.chuidren. This very thing will adapt the ap-
plication of the lesson to the child.

2. DEFINITENESS.

The one central definite thougl:: rhat we
want to teach in this lesson is, that we should
break down the idols that are in our hearts,
and allow-God to be the king of our lives. Asa
did this, so should we. Avoid attempting to
teach too much. Be definite.

2. CO-OPERATION.,

‘We will gain and keep the co-operation of
the children by beginning at the point of con-
tack. What will be this point of contact ? It
is-always hard to suggest a:point of contact for
others. The teacher knows his own class best.
Perhaps the thought of enemies will be a

point of contact. The enemy of temper, or
pride, or self-will, will usually be known to
the child. Therefore, begin with enemies,
then lead to the enemy of temper, and so
on.

In fifteen minutes of teaching work, perhaps
thirteen should be spent in talking about
things known to the child. The teacher will
observe that this is the secret of gaining and
keeping co-operation.

4. SYSTEM,

Proceed from the known to the unknown.
Talk about the child’s idols, and talk about
the child’s enemies. Now talk about Asa’s
idols and Asa’s enemies, and lead to the truth
that when the idols are cast down, God drives
out our enemies.

5. ILLUSTRATION.
Use the blackboard to *“‘light up’ your

‘thoughts. TUse Asa asan illustration of the

definite central thought that you are aiming
to teach. By easy words and apt illustration

make the one thought clear and plain.

LESSON II—October gth, 1898.

JEHOSHAPHAT'S GOOD

1. GoLDEN TexT: “In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.”
Prov. 3: 6.

II. REVIEw THOUGHT FOR THE QUAR-
TER : ¢¢ Pictures and Stories about Good Men
of the Old Testament.”’

III. REVIEW THOUGHT FOR To-DAY’'S
LEssoXN : Following God’s Guidance.

IV. REVIEW:

1. Begin with the child’s idols and ene-
mies.

2. Asa’s idvls and enemies.

3. The story of Asa breaking down the
idols. :

4. The story of & boy who gave up his own
way and thus broke down that idol.

V. Syxopsisof LESsON : '

Jehoshaphat was the son and the successor
of Asa, King of Judah. He iscalled “ King
of Israel.” Pcssibly because his kingdom
was o part of the ancient kingdom of Israel,
but probably by mistake ; Israel being written
for Judah.

REIGN. 2 Chron. 17: I-I0.

He was a prince of distinguished piety, snd
his reign, which lasted twenty-five years, was
powerful and prosperous. This remarkable
commendation is given Jehoshaphat by the
sacred historian, that the more his riches and
honour increased, the more °‘ his heart was
lifted upin the ways of the Lord.” Among
other evidences of his piety and benevolence,
we are told he caused the altars aund places of
idolatry to be destroyed, a knowledge of the
law to be diffused throughout the kingdom,
and the places of judicial and ecclesiastical
authority to be filled with the wisest and besb
men of the land. His sin in forming a league
with Ahab, contrary to the counsel of Mica-
iah against Ramoth-gilead was severely cen-
sured by Jehu, and had mearly cost him his
life. '

V1. PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING AS AP-
PLIED TO THIS LESSON:

1. REVIEW.

Do not fail to review last week’s lesson.
Observe in reviewing what points taught were
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retained by the scholars. Also observe the
points which have been missed by them, and
upon past successes and failures build up a
better lesson this week. The law of review
must not be broken.

2. DEFINITENESS.

The central thought suggested for this les-
son is that of * Following God’s Guidance.”
Jehoshaphat did so. He took God’s word as
his guide, so shouid thechild. Obedience to
father and mother, and God, are practically o
the child one and the same thing. As he gets
older he distinguishes, butin the meantime
we should urge upon the child obedience to
father and mother, and to God. Thispthen, is
the central definite thought for to-day’s les-
son,

3. ADAPTATION.

Frobel says, ‘‘The child-mind ripens and
unfolds to the abstract only by and through
the concrete.”” If this be so, let us bring to
the child some concrete illustrations of obedi-
ence, and thus adapt our lesson to the
child. :

4. CO-OPERATION AND ILLUSTRATION.

Tet us gain and keep his co-operation by
appealing to his love of stury, using the black-

board at the same time to appeal to his-curios- | §

ity and imagination. Hereis a story to begin
with.

One day Walter was asked to go to a party.
His mother was very busy and could not go
with him  She told him to follow right down
the street until he came to a certain sign,
when he wasto turn to his left hand, and
the fourth house was where the party was to
be.

Walter was confident he could easily find
his way, but became so busy lookingin the
windows that he did not pay any attention to
the sign, and soon he was lost.

After a while it began to grow dark, and he
sat down on a door step and began to cry..
While there, a policeman found him who took
him home, but Walter los$ his party. All be-
cause he did not follow his mother’s directions
and look out for the guide. .

Note.—As this story is told, make a mark
on the board to stand for the sign on the street

corner, but which ultimately will be the oross
piece of the cross in the cut.

Story No. 2.—A. bicyolist went for a ride.
He-came to a place where the roads parted.
There was a signboard there like this (here
make another stroke underneath that already
drawn which will make a signboard such as is
commonly seen at the parting of roads), but he
did not pay any attention to the sign, got on
the wrongroad and went a long distance out of
his way. All because he did not follow the
directions of the siguboard.

I1l. No. 3.-—Tell the story of Jehoshaphat
and teach the Golden Text.

111, No. 4.—What is the bestguide in the
world ? Draw a Bible outside of the signboard,
as suggested in the cat. Complete the cut by-
making the last mark which forms the com

plete cross inside of the Bible, and teach that
Jesus is the guide of life, and we learn about

him in the Bible. If you cannot draw a Bible
off-hand, have it done in slate or lead pencil
beforehand, and then with the chalk follow
the lines. The children are interested thus
and co-operation is gained and kept.

VII. SUGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING
THE LESSON :

1. How Walter was lost.

2. How the bicyelist was lost.

3. Jehoshaphat-kept on the right road, be-
cause he followed God’s Guidance. See Golden
Text.

4. The Bible is our gunide.

5. In the Bible we learn about Jesus, who
also speaks to us in our hearts.

6. Follow the guide.
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LESSON III.—October t6th, 18y8.

THE TEMPLE REPAIRED.

1. GoLpEN TEXT: ‘“And the men did the
work faithfully.” 2 Chron, 34:12.

II. Review THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER:
Pictures and stories about good men of the
Old Testaments

III. Review Troveur rorR To-pav’s LEs-
suN : Reverencing Ged’s temple.

IV. REVIEW QUESTIONS:

1. Who was Jehoshaphat ?

2. How do you know he was a good man ?

3. What is the best guide to follow in the
world ? '

4, What was last Sunday’s Golden Text ?

V. SyNoPsIS OF LESSON :

Joash was the son and successor of Ahaziuh,
king of Judah. Jehosheba, the wife of
Jehoiada the high priest, his aunt, preserv-
ed him from the murderous designs of Atha-
liah, his grandmother, when he was but a
year old, and kept him hid six years in a
chamber belonging to. the temple. When
he was seven years of age, Jehoiada en-
tered into a solemn covenant with Azariah
and others, to set up young Joash for
their sovereign and dethrune the wicked
Athaliah.

After preparing matters in the kingdom, h

and bringing the Levites and such others as
they could trust, to Jerusalem, they crowned
him in the court of the temple with great
solemnity. Joash behaved himself well while
Jehoiada the high priest lived and was his
guide, but no sooner wasthis good man re-
moved, than he 'begé.n-to listen to the counsels
of his wicked courtiers, The worship of God
fell into neglect, and idolatry prevailed.
Zechariah, the high priest, son of Jehoiada,
warned him of his sin and danger, but as a

reward of his fidelity he was, by order of Joash,

stoned to death between the porch and the
altar. When dying he assured them that God
would avenge his death, to which event our
Saviour is supposed by some to refer.

Hazal invaded the kingdom, but Joash, with
a large sum of money, including all the trea-
sures and furniture of the temple and palace,
redeemed his capital from plunder. After
suffering-other injuries from the Syrians, and
after being loaded with ignominy, he was

2 Chron. 24: 4-13.

murdered by his own servants after a reign of
forty-one years.

V. PrINCIPLES oF TEACHING A8 APPLIED TO
THIS LEsson:

1. REVIEW,

Do not fail to review. Nothing shows up
the weak points in our teaching like review.
As these weak points are discovered, aim by
more careful preparation to do better work.
Always review.

2. ADAPTATION.

How shall we adapt thislesson to the child?
Perhaps no better thought could be empha
sized than that of reverence for God’s house.
‘Let us make the teaching positive, not nega-
tive. The best way to drive out irreverence

is to teach reverence. Therefore emphasize

the strong positive teaching of this lesson.

3. DEFINITENESS.

Aim at the one central definite thought of
“ Reverence for God’s house.” Joash took
care of the temple, God’s house. We should
take care of the Church which is God’s housé.

In an older class the thought might be car-
ried one step further, namely, our bodies are
the temples of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we
should take care of them. Be careful, however,
lest you attempt to teach too much, and per-
haps it would be best to aim simply at rever-
ence for the Church.

4. C0-0PERATION AND ILLUSTRATION.

(@) Begin by asking some questions about
the church in which the Sunday-school is

‘held. This will surely be a puint of contact
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with the children, and known to them, It
ought to be kept in order. It ought to be
made a beautiful place and should never be
defaced in any way.

() Perhaps the co-operation can be gained
and kept by building a temple in blocks,
telling the story of the care that Joash took of
the temple of old. Refer to the Golden Text
here ¢“ and the men did the work faithfully.”
Tell how he gathered the money, made &
chest, and had it put in the proper place, how
he employed the workmen, gathiered the
material, and decorated it. (See cut for sug-
gested blackboard work.)

It cost a great deal of money and was made
very beautiful, and the people were expected
to take good care of it. So it should be in
our churches.

{e) So it should be in our Primary room. It
should be kept clean, tidy, nothing broken.

Who is going to help by gifts ?

Here is a good lesson to start some work of
church repair, or something that is needed for
the primary room.

Apply the lesson as you think best.

By your work. ’

By being careful of the books, chairs, walls,
ete,

LESSON IV.—October 23rd, 1898.
ISAIAH CALLED TO SERVICE. Isaiah 6: 1-13.

I. GoLpeN Text: ‘‘I heard the voice of the
Lord, saying, ¢ Whom shall I send, and who
will go forus?’ Then said I, ‘Here am I,
send me,’” 1sa. 6: 8.

II. Review THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER:
Pictures and stories about good men of the
Old Testament,

IO. Review THOUGHT ¥oR To-DAY’S LESs.
soN: Listening to God’s voice.

IV. REviEW QUESTIONS:

1. Who was Joash ?

2. How old was he when he was crowned
king ?

3. What were some of the good things he
did ?

4. How did they get the money with which
to repair the temple ?

V. Syxorsis oF LEssoN:

Very little is known of the personal history ||
of this eminent prophet. We know that he | JES

was the son of Amoz, and the Jews say that
Amoz was the brother of Amaziah, king of
Judah.

Isaiah lived and prophesied between the
year of the world 3164 and 3305, for the
¢“ daya of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze-
kish ” embrace that period, and his prophecy
was uttered in their successive reigns.

Uzziah, or Amariah, reigned fifty-two years,
Jotham and Akaz each sixteen, and Hezekiah
twenty-nine, making in all one hundred and
thirteen; of course, Isaish did not live
throughout the whole- of their reigns. The

period of the four reigns.extends from the
year of the world 3194 to 3306, being before
Christ 810 to 698. The city of Rome was
founded in the time of Isaiah, namely, in the
year before Christ 753. Isaiah wrote some
historical books, such as the life of. king
Uzziah (2 Chron. 26:22), and also a biography
by Hezekiah (2 Chro, 32: 32),

Isaiah was nearly contemporary with
Hosea, Amos, and Micah ; and tradition says
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that he was one of the faithful who were
¢ sawn asunder,”and that the event happened
about 698 years before Christ. There isno
evidence, however, as to the time or manner
of his death.

VI. SuceesTive StEPS IN TEACHING THE
LESSON:

1. It would be well to review Lessop No. 2.
The thought there bears directly upon the
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teaching of this lesson, Bring out the idea in
the review, that the best guides in life are
« God’s Wotl,” and our ‘‘Conscience.” In-
stend of speaking of conscience with the little
children, it is better to speak of itas the little
voice that whispers within our hearts.

2. So as to prepare the mind for the truth,
wo would suggest that the following story be
told : A littlegirl named Mina, was given some
candy, and when mother went away she put the
box on'the shelf, and told Mina that she
should not touch it.

By-and-bye Mina had occasion to go mbo
the room, and looking up she saw the box of
candy and thought she would like some. She
gob & chair and climbed upon it, and the little
voice said *‘ do right, do right.” When she
heard the little voice she got down off the
chair and was going out of the room, but again
was tempted. She did want some of that
candy very much. Back again she went,
climbed upon the chair, reached out her hand,
touched the box, and then she stopped, the
little voice spoke so: plainly, *do right, do
right,” and she listened to it. - She got down
from the chair and went out of the room a
very happy girl.

- 3. Sometimes a negative story is necessary,
not often ; for a younger class we do not want
to suggest evil, but for an older class where
the evil is well known, a negativestory can be
used with power. If you think this is neces-
sary in your class, the story of a boy who had
been wronged in some way, and when the boy
who had wronged him asked his forgivenees,
would not forgive him. The little voicein the
heart said *“ Do right, do right.,” The Golden
Text of the S. S”Lesson a week before had
been about forgiveness, but he would not
listen to the little voice, and his life wasmade
very unhappy thereby.

4. Tell the story of a man whom God want-
ed to send as a missionary away -off to South
America. The man knew God wanted him to
go. He k_ard his voice very plainly, but he
would not go, and his life was made unhappy.

5. Tell the story of the lesson, God’s call to
Isaiah. Like Mina in our story, Isaiah listen-

ed to God’s voice, not. only when God told him
not to do wrong, but also when he told him to
dc iight.

6 Application,
voice.

Note.— As these stories are told, use the
blackboard in sketching the stories, be it ever
so roughly, in some way as is suggested in the
cut. .

VII. PrINCIPLES OF TEACHING AS APPLIED
1IN THiS LEssox:

1. REVIEW,

Always review. Makethe review to lead up
as nearly as possible to the new lesson. Spe-
cially review Lesson No. 2,

2. ADAPTATION.

The story of Mina brings this lesson down
to the children’s comprehension, and adapts it
to the child-life.

3. DEFINITENESS.

The one definite central thought taught in
this lesson is, ‘‘Listening te and obeying
God’s voice.”

4. Co-OPERATION,

The co-operation of the class is gained and
kept by the stories, the blackboard work, the
use of curiogity, and imagination, etc.

5. SYSTEM.

We must proceed from the known to the
unknown. This is done by beginning with
the story of Mina, quite a known condition,
touching the child’s plane of experience, and
proceeding to the unknown Isaiah, his call,
his obedience, and then on to the personal
application.

6. TLLUSTRATION.

A good illustration prepares the mind for
the truth, helps the imagination, impresses
the truth. The illustration of Mina who
listened to God’s voice, and perhaps that of
the boy who would not listen to God’s voice,
doall of these things.

As you teach, watch theeffect on your class.
Obgerve that if you break these principles
your teaching will not be effective, but as you
keep them the effect is increased.

Always listen to God’s
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LESSON V.—October zoth, 1898.
MESSIAH’S KINGDOM FORETOLD. Isaiah I1: 1-10.

GoLpeN Texr : * The earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea.” Tsa. 11: 9,

II. REr 1Ew THOUGHT ¥OR THE QUARTER :
Pinteves and Stories about Glood Men of the
Old Testament.

III. Review TuovgHT ror To-pAY’s LEs-
sox : Pointing others to Jesus.

IV, REVIEW QUESTIONS:

1. Who was Isaiah ?

2. What isa prophet ?

3. WhenGod called Isaiah,how did heanswer?

4. DoesGod everspeak to people now? How?.

V. SyNorsis or LESSON :

To day we have another lesson concerning
Isainh. Last week we dealt with his call to
service. To day we find him as full fledged pro
phet pointing to the coming Messiah. The life
of Isaiah, surrendered to,and managed by God,
is being wonderfully used in puinting the nation |
to Jehovah,and to the coming Prince of Peace.

VI. Svuuestive Sters 18 TEACHING THE
LEsson :

1. Review last week's-lessun and stories,

2. Recall wo mind especially those persons
who listened to God's voice and obeyed it.

Especially recall that Isaish listened to God's | §

voice,andthat God has been using him,as he will
every one whoobeyshim,to pointotherstoJesus,

3. Begin with the Golden Text. Ewv.rybody |§

does not kuow about Jesus, and wha. he will
do for boys, and girls, and men, and women,
because we are not always pointing to Jesus
in word and deed, as Isaiah did.

Hold in the hand a cross, also an index
hand, both made from paper, and ask the
question, * How many in my class have this
week been pointing to Jesus ?° It is probable
all the hands will be raised. Now turn the
hand the other way so that it points away
from the cross rather than to it, and ask
the question, “ T wonder who has been point-
ing this way this week.”

Now teach thatevery unhind vt thoughtless
word or action points away from Jesus, while
every kind word and deed points to him.
Who has done an unkind thing this week ? If
s0,they have been pointing the other way. This
lesson can be made very impressive just here.

4. Those who are trying to obey God, he

uges to point others to Josus. He did this
with Isaiah, nearly one thousand years be-
fore Jesus was born, Here tell the lesson story,

5. Tell the story of a child who, willing to
do what Jesus wanted, was playing with others
in the strest. A man was watching and lis-
tening to them., She was tempted to do
wrong, but said to the others, ‘I will not.
Jesw. would notlike it; I cannot do it.” Thus
the man was pointed toJesus,and learned about
him. Our actions point to Jesus,or away from
him, and actions speak louder than words.

6. All the days of this week let us write
them down—S8. M.T. W.T.F.S. Every deed
this week you will be puinting one way or the
other. I wonder if next Sunday you will be
able tosay that your actions and your words,
like Isaish, have been pointing to Jesus,

VII. PriNcrpLES oF TEACHING AS APPLIED
IN THIS LESSON.

1. Review.

See Suggested Steps, 1 and 2.

2. ADAPTATION, .

Children by their actions can point to Jesus.

3. DEFINITENESS,

The one central definite thought is ** Point-
ing to Jesus,”

4, Co-OPERATION,

The co-operation of the class will be gained
and kept by the story,.and also by the use of
the blackboard, as suggested in Steps 3 and 5.

5, SysTenr, '

Always begin with the known, and proceed
to the unknown, Thiswe do by speaking of
the child’s actions the past week, and then
teaching that Isaiah pointed to Jesus, and that
God always uses those who are willing to obey
him, to point others to Jesus.
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