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The Cathelic.

Quod scmper; quod ubique; quod ab oranibus.
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AMICABLE DISCUSSION.
Cortinucd.
LETTER VIL

THE WORDS OF IXSTITUTION.

‘There is quite ag little solidity and aralogy in
the example of the paschal lamb, become so cele-
brated by the manner jn whigh Zuinglius affirms
shat it was vevcaled to him in a dréam, after he had
wasted full fivo years in vainly opposing the real
presence.  He could not say for cerfain, whether
:he spirit which had acquainted hym with this ex-
ample was black or white. Black in my opinion
and mast decidedly so + fur the absurdity of bis re-~
velation could proceed froma nothing else thay 2 spi-
r:t of darkness, I expect you will soon be of my
opinion on this'point. You will sce that the ex-
ample adduced by the ‘nocturnal phantom neither
requires nor {forms any figure : and that, shounld we
oven make a concession of this, no inference could
thence be drawn ageinst the natural and simple
senso of the words, ghisis my body.

1° The exainpleisdfawn froma Chapter of Exo-
dus, where, after having regulated the mauner in

il tebrate ﬁuseven} thauhc !amb istobe lmmolated

it isfo perpetuate the remembrance of this famous
cpoch of their deliverance, that they are command-
ed to sacrifice tho pashceal lamb every year, and o
reply fo their children when they should ask them
the meaning of this sacrifice : ““Itis the victim of
the passage of the Lord, when he passed over the
housesof the children of Jeracl in Egypt, strik-
ing the Egyplions and savingl our hous-
€s.”>  After this explanation given us by the
sacred text in the same chapter, on what ground
would the ministers oblige us to receive a different
oxplanation, and compel us to believe upon their
interpretation, that the lamb isthe sign of the pas-
sage, when the Holy Spirit assures us that it is the
victim of (he passage ? ‘The words objected to us
donot referto the lamb, but to the preparations
commanded for their journey and to the quick dis-
patchof their repast. They were i fo bo equip-
ped Gor their journey, and eatin baste : andiwhy ¢
becavse the Lord is going to pass. In a1l thistherc’
is no occasion for sign or figure : every thing-is
taken literally and is wondcrfully clear.  There
can be conceivedna, subjgct for Zuingliys’s extra-
vagant tnumpb inthis discovery ; it would appear
that his black spirit turned his braiy, and cast him

which the paschal Iainh was to be chosen and im-
molated, and-in which the Houses where to be
sprinkled -withits blood, tho Lard adds : ¢ And
thus you shall eat it youshall gird your reins, and!
youshall have shoes ‘on*your feet, holding staves
in your bands, sud-you shall’ eatdn haste : for it is
the Phase (thatisthe Passage) of the Lord. And
1 willpass through ihie land of Egypt that night
andwill kill'every first born:® There is nothing
said here'to make:tlie lamb the sigd of the passover:
every {bing points {o the ‘timé'when the Lrord was
{o-pass. Bc“rcaay‘ to {ro out ging'pt grid cquip-
pedfot Foir ,;ouméy

make haste o cat the pas-
chal lamb, and Jose no txme, for the” Lord xs  going
topass.” ‘Suchis s the sense ﬁmt thcse W ords natu-
rally present - for it i3 the Phase that is ‘the pas-
sage) of the Lord, Wbo.r. ,amm diately jollows
confirms this : ““and I ,wxll pass lhrougix the land
of Egypt thatnight,”” adds the Lord It was then
the moment of his approachmg and.xmmcdmtc pas-
sage that was indicated by the voxd jb. it ss the
passage of the Lord, which also js giveq fo the Is-
raclifes 2§ o moliva aida reason for_ the commang
given to them that they must keep, themselses in
readiness to depart and eat ‘in baste. And in fact,
the passage of the Lord was to be their - signal Jor
depariure, ,uiorcovcr, when Moscs speahs of, the
Jamb, be calls it neither passage nor su;;n of the
Passage, but the victim of the passage. L is to ce-

\

info a perpetual delirium and absgrduy.

2° And zhould wa even be -so indulgent to
Zuinglius and his phantom,.and also bis numerous
Lﬁzllo\vcta, asto grant that the text inguestionrefers
to the lamb, and that we must.in consequence cx-
plainthese words, it is the possage of the Lord, by,
it s thesign of the pagsage of the Lord, what could
they thence infer? Let them keep in mind the
general principle, that the name of the thing signi-)
fied, may be givea to the sign, whenwe sec in the
mminds of others that they regard it.as a sign, ang
are only at a loss to understand what it signifies :
but that itis never lawfulto do so, when there isno
reason to suppose this disposilionin those to whom
wespeak. Thisis the principle ;. now for the ap-
plication. Gog commands them to take a Inmb
without blcxmsb, a male, and one year old, ta keep
it four days, to immolate st at the end of the fourth
day, ty sprinkle with its blcod the ouisides of the
40018, to ~at it roasted, to consume jtentirely with-
out reserving any ﬂnng for the next day, to.cat it
with bitter hezbs, in the dress of travellers, with
their reins girt, their shoes oo their fccg, and staves
in their hands, “What is the meaning of this dis-
lay of s%nngo ceremonies, this dc!axl of extraor-
dinary. circumstances? What. mean all these pre-
parations? and why is this Jamb commanded to be
eaten in 50 mystetiong arpanner 2 There wasno

must have found the reply in these words : it isthe
passage of the Lord, Ifthese words were by them
applicd (o the lamb, they must then have under-
stood without difficulty that the lamb was the sign
of this passage, because so great a uumber of
sirange and most unusual ceyemonies had prepared
them to regardiit as a mysterivus and significative
object. But the bread had not been regardedas o
sign, as an emblematical and mysferious ohject : no
anteriour circumstance, no actual ‘explication, no
word of our Saviour tended to make tho bread

which he held 1n bis hand, be considered; as the
malter of which he tvas goingto makea sign. The
apostles had clearly understood their master to
spcak ofa particulaf bread upon pome golemn oc-
casion, and no doubt had taken care not tolose the
remembrance of jf : but thisbread which he bad
promnscd them, bad not been announced eitlier as
a sign, or as aﬁgu;c il was to be :Jesh, aud flesh
that would be mext ;ndeed, flesh that must be cat-

ento obtain ‘eternal life ; in* ‘fine, {hat very ‘fledh
which woyld be also ﬂelwcred up for thie life" of tho
world, 1¢isnot likely that with Such ideds, and
such instruclions mprinted on thiy shinds, the
apostles, uponhearing these positive wordssolemn-
1y articalated, 2his isiny body, ‘should have § iniagin

ed that they signified,’ ths is the sigh of iy Boidi].

In truth, it is oﬁ’ermv oo ‘gréaf an-insult to the
world and to oneself to adsancesuch chimeras as
these, and fo givé {hém admitténce info one's mind

and it i3 being too blind or too obstinate, not to see

‘Ismclitg but must have put similar questions, and

andnot to acknowledge the essential difitrence
{hatexists betweenthe exnmples that they. wounld
fain compare together,and not fo be feslingly con-
vinced thot what renders the figure admissible'in
et of Exodug, réndersit in that of the- Gomel un-
nd’mxssxble and um'easonable: .

Letus pass i'rom lho cvmp\es lo (he mguqnenu
that our agdyerzaries draw from scnpturo fer.tho
support of their opinion., The most, spccxous, lhc
only anein fact {hat desexves to be scnouslgcxa~
mined, is that whichscems to be [arourcd byflhc.
words, that xmmcthatcfy follow lhc WO ords ofc insti,
tution. Welearnfrom St. Lyke that our, Sauou-
afterhaving said :  Zghe apd: cat thisi is my bod y
added; Do thisfoi 2 sommemonation, ofme,~
They \nll hare these Iast words.lo be ‘R, c.\pl:un
tion of those {hat prcccde, and because, according
to our zdversarles, the rcmcmbmnco canonly be ot
things absent, sye cannotsupposc Jesus Christio be
presentin the Euchanst,bccausc, ifhe, were n.alls
there,sbo would notbafc ordained itas amemaria.
angd- m;cmqmbrarca of his pesson.. You, Sir, as
well as myself, must have heard this _argument .a

thousand imes : itisin all the books of fyour re
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mormed theologians, and in the mouth of the mnst ;]fnsgﬁtg}r state ind 'of themscives the sense of the)
ordinary laics.  Whatever colour and \$'hi!cver§'i’éa!;le,imﬂ if they ‘are determined to that of the
itkelihood it may appear to borrow from scripture, ' fighse merely by the following words, do this for a
wou will soon, I trust, judge of it in a different man- Ex commanoration of mce,it follows (hat these latterare,
n-z, when you have read the following reasons. “of absolie necessity, the explanation of the former, !

1% Itis a fact that none of the fathers, none of;/and that they must not be separated from one ano-!
ti.o ecclesiastical writers have ever seen in thesg

j ther, for if the latter were suppressed, we should
wards the senge which the Calvinists havé discover- | be necessarily obliged to admit. the®cnse of the
~dinthem. Ttis a factagain that none of those!

reality, which, in my present supposition, is that
who first broached the doctrine of the figurative || Which Jesus Christ wished to exclude by adding:
vresence were led to do soby these words, Do this|

Do this for a commemoralicn of me. Itisevident
ir a commemcration of me. Zuirglius, who must' therefore, that, in this hypethesis, il cannot be
*:ave had them a hundred times under his eyes, and || right, without contradicting the end and design of
w i went every .where in search of the figure, was our Saviour, to relate the first words without the
unable to discover it there. He was taught lo dis-||second. And yet St. Matthew and St. Mark, the
«over this precious pearl, as he himself callsit, on-;

two first evangelists, and for many vears the only
iy from the letier of a Dutchman, and to defend it]

ones, passcd over the second in silence. They
in a way that seemed to him victorious, ouly by the! did not deem them nccessary : they did not con-
sevclation of a nocturnal phantom. But this figu- || sider them as explanatory of the the preceding
7ative sense being once discovered and established, ljones : and therefore they did not discover be-
they tholight it advisable, in order to give it con- || tween them that connection, that essential depen-
istency, to iuvent a necessary relation betweenthe jjdence, which your friends have since invented.
words of the institution and (liose immediately fol-{| 4% To come to the bottom of their argument, 1
lowing, to regard these latter as the explication of {observe that it goes upon the principle that a me-
th2 former, and, by favour of an induction from one '|morial supposes an absence, and that consequently
to the other, to find the so much desired figure even!|if Jesus Christ were present in the Kucharist,
i1 the words of Jesus Christ. But what will for- he would not command that lhl"\' should there
over demonstrate that {his combination of connec-||bare him in remembrance. Now this princi-
tion and dependance between these words derives | ple, specious as it may appear, I hesitate not to
ils origin from prepossession and not from the text, || pronounce absolutely false. 1koow that remem-
is the fact of its remaining so long a time unknown branceis generally applied to things absent : you
in the world. .. Indeed it not only escaped the ob-|jWwill nevertheless agree with me that itis not op-

Church were acquainted : and which was only tak -
cn up as an after-thought Dy those who renewc::
the doctrine of the figurative sense. These twe
passages, this is my body, do this for a commemore-
tion of me, are independent one of another, and
bave each of them a separate, a peculiar and dis

linctsense. The first gives the reality, the second
:supposes, rathier than destroysit. ‘The one is a
proposition declaratory of what is presented—the
body of Jesus Christ ; the other, a precept as fo the
spirit and disposition in which we ought to receivc
jit, that is, as we learn from St. Paul, by remem-
:bering that he was delivered up and that he suffer

led for us : ““For as often as you shall cat this
%breml,and drink the chalice, you shall shew the
}death of the Lord.”  Jesus Christ was desirous
; that our thoughts, and our hearts should be fixcd
lupon his passion, at the time of our receiving his
;adorable body. Of all the benefits con‘erred up-
jonus, that which he wishes us to reflect upon the
'most and to choose by preference, is kisdeath, thai
tis, the pledge of our redemption, the only hope of
;our salvation, the most heroic act of his love for
‘ug, as being the dart best calculated to inflame our-

i . .
isouls at the moment of our approaching his sacred:
(table,

‘Thus, Sir, althougha memorial need not sup-
| pose absence, it is nevertheless fruc tosay that the
‘object of our remembrance in this great act of re -
{ligion isnot present in the Eucharist : for this ob-
[ject, which the memorial is to bring to our mind.
{is the death of our Saviour, merely represented to
s us by the separation of his body under the appear-

i

serration of all the christians during a long succes-
siua of ages, buteven of the innovators themselves,
who liad the greatest interest in discovering it
they themselves only adopted it, as an after thought;
aud it is not by this pretended necessary relation
that they arrived ai the figure, but from the figu-
rative sense they passed to this new and arbitrary
s:pposition.

0@ If the words, do this for a commemoration of
e, are necessarily- explanatory of the preceding
ones, this is my body, and if from the reality they
iead us {o the figure, we must say that our Saviour.
wished to imitate the wanton jokes of ccrtain per-
aons who begin by ancouncing something very ex
traordinary, and conclude by giving it a most sim-
ple and'natural turn, This way of acting may not
be wmisplaced in-company; for it may,in our conver-
sations, bave'its peint and agreeableness, by the

A‘urprise which it occasions at first, and by the
pleasure-that it afterwards predaces by an unex-
pected explanation, which draws the minds of
Hearers from & perplexity that till then had held
themin suspense. But to impute to our Saviour
any thing of this kind approaches to blasphemy.
"This kind of conversation is totally - opposite {o the
{lospel in general, and above all to that imposing
gravily which should characterize the lnst supper,

s0 near hiz passion, and so filled with thoughts of

death : in fine it is totally inconsistent with the
well-known character of the God-man, of whom it
abgot written that he ever was heard to-indulge
in a joke, or that be was ever cven seen to lnugh.

8810 the words €his is my body convey in their

is very proper that we should be admonished to
keep in mind what we might forget.  Now there:
are many things present that we are liable to for-
get, because their presence is not sensible to us,
and does not strike our eyes. Do we not forget
God and the guardian angels ? do we not forget our
souis, &c.? The presence of these objocts is most
certain, hut not being sensible, we are but tvo apt
to forget them, and we havc suflicient reasons to
recall them {o our remembrance.  Well : the pre-
sence of Jesus Christ in the: Kucharist is of this
kind ;TEal but vot sensible. Ile might therefore
very justly say to {s, remember me when you fake
my body : because being invisible te our senscs,
his body is only present toour faith. ‘

5 As for the rest, Sir, I have gone into this

1
{

posed to absence, but to forgetfuluess, and that it

;ance of bread, and of his blood under that of wine..
i< It'might seem thatthe Eucharist being a me-
morial of his.death ought to be preceded by it. But.
1o, itis for men, whose knowledge and foresight
are uncertain, to permit things to happen, beforc
they command others to keep them in remem-
brance.” The command to shew forth the death
of the Lord, belonging to the very institution of the
mystery, there is no doubt that at the first Lord's
supper it was complied with by the apostles.—-
They shew forth by the anticipation of one day that
passion which all christan ages have Since shewn.
forth by commemoration: and it ismost evident that
aduty practised by the apostles, in the presence

of Jesus Christ living and spcakin%'l before them,.
can never become for us a proof of his absence.
In general all tlie objection we have just seen.

detail for no other purpose than to gounvince you
that there is no solidity inthese, so often refuted ar-:
guments, and that they can be supported on no|
side, the principle falling together with its conse-|
quences. You know however that the figurists of
all countries place alt their reliance upon it, and
{hat this memorial ordained by our Saviour is the
ground of their doctrine, the entrenchment where
they think they are in safety. Now that you sce
the weakness of all its parts, would you wish to
know the true and just signification of thesc words,
do this for a commemordtion of me it is not difficult
to discover: you must begin by ridding yourself of
this essential connection of which you have so of-
ten heard but with which neither St. Matthewn . nor
St. Mark nor any of the bishops or doctors ot the

330

and those lesser ones, which we have suppressed.
that we may not stretch out the dissertation into 2
volume, {end equally to convince us that the Eu

charist presents not really the body, but merely the
figure of the body. Observe that from all these
objections it would result that Jesus Clirist must be
made to say precisely the contrary to what he did
say : for if he has only left us the figure, it follow®
that what he said was his body, is not so, and what
he said washisblood, is not so, since the sign i#
not the object itself, but only tlie representation ¢
it. Threfore, instead of the positive words that
came from his mouth, this is my- body, this is WY
blood, he must be made to say, at least equival}eﬂ?';
ly, this is not my body, this is not my bleod ; for ™
is only the figure of them,
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Moreover, our Saviour knew that the apostles;
would not speak of figure either in their writingsor
in their discourses: that upon the faith ot their
word written and unwritten, the christians would
enter info the sense of the reality: he knew also
that in the course of ages a time would come when
a great number would rise up against this bitherio
universal doctrine: he saw the actusl separation
that this produced or at least strengthened; he
heard the quarrels and disputes which so miserably
divide us: he hoard some bring forward reason and
the scnses agajnst bis words, maintain that the Eu-
charistic bread could be nothing but the figure of
his body, others, establishing themselves upon these
same-words, maintain that it was his true and real
hody: and in spite of this foreknowledge, in spite
of the different interpretations he hears given to his
sxpressions, and ofall the evils derived from them,
he permits that all the sacred writers whom he in-
spires should always speak of hisbedy and never
of the figurcof his body. Can any thing be so
strange and incomprehensible as this conduct of]
our Saviour? Where could be his goodness, his
iustice, and his tenderness for his church? and
would he not have led us himself astray, if these
worps, flesh meat 1ndeed, blood drink indeed, body,
hlood of Jesus Christ, which we read in his Testa-
ment, were only to express error, while the words
sign aund figure, which are read no where, were
alone {o open to us the true sense of the revela-
sion?

1remark another singularity quite as striking in

your teachers. One of the principles they are for
ever bringing forward, and the one or which the
se{ormation has been erected, isthat we cannot be
obliged to believe or practise any thing but what is
contained in the scriptures or clearly deduced there
from. We have just seen that there does not exist
asingle passage in the holy scyiptures, which even
authorizes the figure, far from demonstrating it: it
cannot therefore be deduced from it; much less can
it be read there: for the word figure isno where
read with the Eucharist. St, John, in the dis-
course of the promise, always announces a real
manducation, flesh to be eaten that was meat in-
deed, blood to be drunk that was drink indeed, the
flesh which was to be delivered, the blood which
was {o be shed: the three evangelists relating the
ulilment of the promise, speak of the body that is
delivered, of the bood that is shed, St
Paul repeats the same words, according to
the immediate revelation he had reccived from
our Saviour. The word ﬁgure' is no where
heard: butevery thing reechoes with the words,
body of Jesus Christ, blood of Jesus Christ: it is
fesus Christ whom we receive, hisbody of which
we participate: it is of his body and blood we ren-
tler ourselves guilly by an unworthy participation.
What therefore becomes now of the grand princi-
ple of your reformation? and by what forgetfulness
or rather by what a contradiction do your reform-
218 persist 8o obstinately in rejecting the body and
{he blood. of which the scripture is always speak-
ing, to admit a sign, a figure; which is no where to
he found thercin?

T'hanks to divine Providence, the docirine of
the reality has been preserved and always defended
in the most considerable society of protestantism.
Luther, which itacknowledges as itshead, and from
whom it boasts to derive its name, never shewed to
greater advantage the strength of mind and vehe-
mence of language which he joinedto a turbu-
lent and impetuous temper, than in the defence of
the literal sense against the new sacramentarians,
He could not help paying a-tribute of honor to him-
selfon this score, with a modesty of which youshall
be the judge: ¢ The papists themselves are oblig-
ed to give me the praise of having defended better
than they the doctrine of the literal sense, And I
am certain were they all melted up together, they
would not be able to support it as forcibly as I
do.” Luther was mistaken, aswe shall see in
he fllowing article: it is certain, however, that he
remained constantly attached to the literal sense.
and that the sacramentarians, unable to sotten the
inflexibility of his principles, have ofteu been con-
strained to come nearer to them and to affect his
language in the agrecments they attempted to
make with him at Wittemberg and at Smal-
kald.”

But I will now present you with a confession of
faith that shall exceedingly surprise you: you are
about to hear the Calvinists cxpress themselves as
as forcibly as the Lutheransand the Catholics on

the real presence: and one might take them to be
zealous defenders of it, ifwe kpew nothipg of their
variations. Beza and Farel, were charged by

the reformed Churches of Franee to carry it fo!
Worms, where the states of the copfession of-

Augsburgh were assembled.  Itis there taid,  that

*These agreements, in which sincerity had less
to do than poliey,, could not be of long duration,
and Luther again commenced with increased fury
his old abusive attacks upon them,
them in his Skort Confession of Faith “as fools,
hlasphemers, a worthless tribe, damned wretches,
for whom it was not lawful to pray.” He there
protested that “he wquld have no communication
with them cither by letter, by words, or by works,
it they did not ackowledge ‘that the Eucharistic
bread was the true natural body of our Lord.——
Itis as indifferent to me ( said he again), whether
I am praised or blamed by the fanatic Zuinglians
orother such people, asit is tobe praised or blam-
med by the Turk, the Pope ar by all the devils;
for beng near unto death, Iam desirous of carrying
this glory and this testimony to the tribunal of Jesus
Chnst, that Thave with my whole heart condemned
Carlostadtius, Zuinglius, Bcolampadius, and other
fanatical enemies of the sacrament, together with
all their disciples who arc at Zurich: and every
day in our discourses do we condemn their heres
full of blasphemies and impostures.” Upon this
the Swiss warmly retorted.  They issued out a-
gainst hima manifesto, in which they told lum in

plain terms, ‘‘that he wasnothing but an old foal; !
that men must be as mad as himself to endure his|

angry effusions; that he dishonoured his old age:
that he rendered himself contemptible by his vio-
lent conduet: and that he ought to be ashamed to
fill his books with so much abusive language and
so many devils.,”” Indeed Luther had taken care to

nt the devil within and swithout, above and below

cfore and behind the Zuinglians, by inventing new
plirases to penetrate them with demons, and repeat-
ing this odious word till men were filled twith hor-
ror, as Bossuct observes on this passage.
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He treated |p

in the Lord’s Supper are received not only the
benefits of Jesus Christ, but hissubstance even anu
his own flesh: that the body of the Son of God s
not proposed to use in it in figurc only and by sig-
nification svmbolically as a memorial of Jesus
Christ absent, but that he is truly and really made
presentiwith the symbols, which are not simple
signs. And if we add (said they,) that the man-
ner in_which this body is given 1o us is symbc::
cal and sacramental, it is not that it is merely figu-
rative, but because, under the species of visible
{things, God offers ue, gives us, and makes presert
|for us, together with the symbols, that which is
|there sigmfied to us. This we say, in order 3!:::?
it may appear that we retain in rhe Lord’s Sup-
per the presence of the true body and blood of
Jesus Christ, and thatif there romnain any dis-
pute, it will no longer refer to any thing but the
mauner.”  Let people hold to this declaration and
disputes would casily be terminated. But wh:
should I thus accumulate foreign authorities, while L
can slicw the same doctrines to havebeen supported
in your country, by the most distinguished men-
bets of your Church, particularl{ in the reigns ot
Elizabeth. James, and Charles1. 1 You and 1,’*
said Bishop Ridley, inthe reign of Edward IV. to
the catholics, ‘‘agree in this, that inthe sacrament
is the very true and natural body and blood of Jesue
Christ, eventhat which was bornof the Yirgm
Mary, which ascended into heaven, which sits on
the right hand of God the Father, &c. we only di!
fer in the way and manner of being there.”

Hooker, in his Fcclesiastical Polity, says tha:
they, who in his time, held ditferent opinions  re-
specting the sacrament* were still foundto aceord
in one: for “They grant (says he), that these Loly
il iysteries recetved in due manncer, do instrumentally
both make us partakersof the grace of that body
and blood, which were given for the life of the
world: and besides also impart unto us,cved ine
true and real, though mystical manner, the very
person of our Lord himself,whole perfect,& entire.?

‘“ We belieye, no less than dyou, in a true and
real presence,”’ said James 1. and Bisbop Andrews.

'The same was eaid by Casaubon in his letier
written by order of the Kings to the Cardinal du
eron,

We will now hear Bisbop Montague on this sub-
ject. The eontents of Chapter XXX. of his ap

calare as follows. *A real presence maintainec
y us.  The difference betwixtus, and the Popist:
writers is only about the Modus, the manner of
Christ’s presencein the Blessed Bacrament. A
grecment likely to be made, but for the facticus
and unquiet spirits on both sides. Beati Pacifici.”
In the body of the chapteris the following passage.
“Concerning this point I'said, and say so still, that
if men whre disposed, asthey ought, unto fpeace,
there need be no difference.  And Iadded a reason,
which I repeat again here; the disngreement is onl
in Demodo presentie (the inanner of the presence,
The thing 18 yielded to on cither side, that there is
in the holy Eucharist a rcal presence.

Another of your Bishops exclaims: “God forbic:
we should deny, that the flesh and blood of Chris:,
are truly present, and truly received of the faithiui
at the Lord’s table. Itis the doctrine that 1w
teach others, and comfort ourselves withall.”

“In the explication of this question and the man
ner of the real presence it is much insisted upon.
that it be inquircd, whether, when we say that w¢
believe Christ’s body to be really in the sacrament,
we mean that body, that flesh that was born of the
Virgin Mary, that was crucified, dead and buricd.
I answer that I know none else that he Lathor had -
there is but one body of Christ natural & glorified: by
lie that says that body is glorified which was cruci-
fied, says it is the same bod;‘, but not aller the
same manner : and so it is in the Sacrament : wy,
catand drink the body and blood of Christ that wie

il
[
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hiroken and pourd forth: for there is no other body !
o other blood of Christ : but though it is the some |
we cat and drink, yet it is in another manner., They :
shat do not confess the Tucharist to be the flesh of |
-ur Saviour, which flesh suffered for us, let themn
he anathema : for sure it is, as sure as Christ is.
e, i

“The doctrine of thuse Protestants seems most !
«afe, and true, who are of opinion, nay most firmly
w:lieve, the body and blaod of Christ to be truly;
and really, and substantially present in the Eucha-|

vist, and 10 be received by the faithful ; but that the:
snanner of his being there, is incomprehensibie in|

respect to human reason and ineffable ; is knownto

iiod, and notrevealed in the scriptures.” (

¢ Of the real_presence of the body and blood of,
hristin the Eucharist none of the Protestanti
Churehes entertain a doubt.”” In pages 10 and 1I;
fie (Cosin) cites the passage adduced above of;
Andraws, Bishop of Winchester, and also agserts:
ihat Bishop Poinet one of his successors clearly!
shows in his Dialection; that the Eucharist is not,
-nerely the figure of our Lord’s body, but also con- |
:ains its true and real nature and substance, he’
.hen quotes these words of Antonius de Dominis, '
-1 have no doubt that all, who believe the gospel |
will acknowledge that in the holy communien we'
ceceive the {rue real and substantial nature of:
<hrist.””  Cosin adduces also the testimony of the !
Naxon confession and of the Synod of Sandomir, ;
and even that of Bucer, who said that ““the (rue;
indy and (rue blood of Christ are exhibited and:
received together with the visible signs of bread
and wine.”?

Read also again the little Catechism that your:
*'hurch requires to be learnt by those whom she is |
preparing for confirmation : when asked ; ¢ What!
#3 the inward part or thing signified 2 it is replied : |

power it so long bade defiance; allowing him to

his sacrifices, the splendour of his ceremanies, the
numerous train of Priests and [Levites; and the
gorgeous vestments of the saerificers; permitting
him to prociaim the greatness of the God he a-
dores by the multitude of victims immolated to his
Supremc Majesty, by the beauty of the loud toned
canticles that are chanted to his glory, by the uni-
formity of worship observed in his honour; let us
turn our attention to view. with the inspired Apos-
tle the hallowed offering of the new Law, the Pus-
chal Lamb of that Altar, “whereof they have no
power to eat who scrve the Tabernacle.”

Seated under the law of grace,we possess a reli-
gious worship, which though less magnificent and
less itposing in its form than the Jewish rite, is
nevertheless, confined to adore a hidden God, to
immolate an invisible victim, to offer an unbloody
sacrifice; and yetan offering so effective, an altar

purifications of the Old Law could never confer a
power on theancient Levite to participate thercin;
in a word, fa sacrifice of such vast interest, that,
animated with that fervid zeal which ajone tends
to ecrown our earnest endeavours in a beiter
world, we are led to enquire into the nature, pro-

tperties, and cflects of so great and valuable a bles-

sing.

THE SACRIFICE OF THE MASS.

“'I'he body and blood of Christ, which are verily!
and indeed taken and received by the faithful in
ihe Lord’s Supper.” I

Not to mention the learned Jeremy Collier, who i
-aat his situation for refusing to take the test oath g
and who published his resgon for his refusal @ nor
Famuel Parker, bishop of Ozford, who would have
srocured the abparation of tha test act it the peo-
‘e of his time could have understood aud tasted the !

ruth that he developed, with as much strength as’
~ealition 3 the two  bishops whose learning and |
~putation procured for them  the honor ol being
~onsulted Ly the Dughess of York before Ler eon-j
wursion, gave her cleaily enough to understand that,
sov themselves reeognised the prescnee of Josus!
vist in the Bucharist.  In fine, Siv, after all the!
sroods Thave just laid bafore you in this leiter, what
nught to surprise you is, not the reckoning amongst
vour able theologians, zealous defenders of the re-
o presence, Lut the finding that there arve after—
wards to be discovered so many others wha have
rejected and combated a mystery, so pusitively and
w0 eertainly revealed in the seriptures, and a-
smatnst which, there cannot be reassnably brought,
a single passage of the sacred books. You'are
now in a condition to judge of'it, by our answers to
their difficulties, and the proofs that will be clernal-
‘v established in favour of the real presence, both
by the words of the  promise, aud of the iustitu-
won.

Tobe continued.
-

From the Catholic Press.
ON THE EXCELLENCE OF THE SACRIFICE OF
THE MASS.
“We have an Altar, whereof they have no power to eat
who serve the Taberraele.””—Heb. xiii. 1v.
Leaving 1o the carnal Jew the pomp of ceve-
nopial rites, and the dazzleing spectacle of mag-

Jesus Christ, the great redeemer, who is equal-
1y our High Priest and victim, in order to perfect
the happy work of our redemption, and reconcile
man with hisoffended Creator, offered himsclf once
a blecding sacrifice upon the altar of the cross, and
that he might communicate and apply the fiuits of
Lis death to our souls, continues to offer himself
daily upon the altar in au unbloody manner by the
minisity of hispriests in the Mass. And here let
it be cbserved that the sacrifice of the cross, and
that of e Mass, are both one and the same sacri-
fice; the victim and the High Priest, or principal
offever, being the same, Jesies Christ, It was he,
who offered himself upon the cross; it is he who of-
fers himself upon the altar. ‘The only difference
that exists is, inthe manner of offering; because ou

and actually died; in the Mass he offers himself in
an unbloody manner, and only dies mystically; that
is, his dcath is here represented by the seperate
consecration of the bread and wine, which denotes
the separation, or shedding of his sacred blood from
his body.

But shouidit be here observed, what need is

there for the sacrifice of the allar, since we were

fully redeemed by the sacrifice of the cross? This
is the answer.—1st. That we might have, in the sa-
crifice of the altar, a standing memorial of the
deathof Christ. 2d.
our Saviour’s passion being thus daily renewed,
and presented to Almighty God, might be a con-

nificent decorationsy allowing him to display to the

eves of the Universe, a temple, which both by the
majesty of its structure, and the immensity ofits
cditices, had been the wonder of ages. to whose

tinual means to draw down his biessing upon us, to
return thanks for his daily favers, and to cbtain

f

332

astonish the neighbouring nations by the order of;

80 holy, and a sacrifice so pure, that all the legal;

the cross he offered himself in a bloody manner,

That the remembrance of

jjagainsthim. 3d. That tho Christian family mig bt

lLiave an eflicacious means of approaching daily to
God through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is bhere
the victim offered, 4th. That they might have
to the end of the world, an external sacrifice, in
which they might join together in offering supreme
Lomage to God, as the faithful servants of God had
always done from the beginning of the world. 6th
That all the figures and sacrifices of the old Law,
and of Melchisadech, might be perfectly fulfilled
according to that of our Saviour: ¢ Amen, ¥ say
umto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jotor one
tittle shall not puss from tbe Law, till all be fulfill
ed.”” Maft. v. 18, 6th. That by the sacrifice of
the altar, the fruits of his death might he daily ap-
plied to our gouls. For Jesus Christ died upon the:
cross for mankind in general; that is, he offered to
his eternal Father a full and ample satisfaction for
the injury done him by the. sins of the whole world;
but in the mass, by mystically renewing, and pre-
senting to his Father the death he suffered on the
cross, he obtains his acceptance of the same for the
actual benefit of those in particular for whom the
Mass is offered; and by this means, those graces
which he merited for mankind in general by his
death, are actually applied to, and bestowed upon
our souls in such abundant manner, as our wants
require, and as our dispositions are capable of re-
ceiving. Hence the SACRIFICE oF THE Mass
properly speaking is, an offering made to God ot
the body and blood of Jesus Christ. Under the
sensible appearances of bread and wine, by Jesus
Chbrist himself, our invisible High Priest. 2d.
Through the ministry of the Priests of his Church,
lawfully consccrated and empowered by him for
that office; in which offering the substance of
bread and wine are, by the Almighty power of God
really and substantially changed into the body and
blood of Christ and by the separate consecration
of the two diflerent species of bread and wine, the
death of Jesus Christ is mystically represented.
How great and manifold then are the inestimable
benefits of the holy sacrifice of the Mass! Welt
may weexclaim with the inspired Apostle, « We
have an altar, whereof they haveno power to eat
who scrve the tabernacle.”” Epist. Heb. xiii.
10.

Thisis traly a sacrifice offered in all places, anc
at all times: ‘a sacrifice which has been continued
since the origin of christianity, and shall be perpe -
iuated to the consummation of ages; a sacrifice of-
{fered for all oyr necessities, destined to efface ali-
‘our sins, and concentrating in itself every species
'of oblation: a acrifice, in which not only the mem-
Ebers of the church militant participate, !M also the
i citizens of heaven, by the union of their homages,
and the sorrowful inhabitants of the place of expia
{ion, by the resources which they thence derive for
{heir deliverance from their probation; a sacrifice
in wlitch every thing isholy, whether we consider
the supreme object of the offering, the victim which
is immolated, or the end for which it is offered; o
sactifice, in fine, which supplies every other obla-
tin, supercedes every other sacrifice, abolishes

“pardon for the continual transgressions  commitied

fevery strange offering, and in some measure ab
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soths every other degree of merit, homage, andfidelily to perpetuate this satutary institution, Tra-|
adoration, due to the -upreme being; indecd; ishe :dilion, obscure, upun some poiuts of ancient dis-
not the sacrifice by excellence, alone worthy of i cipling, presents with tegard to this oblation, a
iiearing that name, alene capable of comprising all succession of doctiments, the most luminous, and
sts effects?  And allthiseven, isbut a small part) the best substantiated. Wo have the testimony of|

. the properties which the Fathers and holy Doc- ;St. Paul, who transmitted to the faithful of Corinth

wors of the Church, have in all ages attributed to thoLlhe invtructions which he had received from thel)
sacrifice of the Mass; but let us take a summary;, Lord himselfs wo have the umted testumony of|

view of these different prerogatives, in order to) Apostles, Disciples, Pontiffs, and Martyrs; the!
wrm some adequate idea of the dignity and import- |, Doctoss of the church have, from age to age, spo-|

amee of this oblation,

H PLACL.

1tis offered in every place, accordingto the ce-
Yeprated praphecy of Malachas. * In every place
thereis offered tomy name a clean offering.”
Malach. 1, 10. Wherover the church of Jesus
Chirist extends, wherever his name is adored, or bis

religion and morality practised, an order of minis-}

ters, consecrated by the same unction, inheritors of]
the same powet, and invested with the same cha-
racter, address the same supplications to the Al-)

mighty and present the same oftering,and pour forth

the blood of the same atoning victim.
Nations, however disunited by diversity of cli-
iute, or distinguished by variety of laws and cha-

-acters, arc on this point united. They form here,

nclow that marvellous concordance which St. John
beheld in spirit in the Isle of Patmos, when he saw
vmighty multitude which no man could number,
-peaking the same language, clhaunting the same
canticle and exclaiming in united voices of loud
and triumphant jubilation: holy, holy, holy, Lord
tiod of Sabaoth! honor, glory and dominion be to,
him who reigns in the highest heavens, and to the
L.omb who was immolated for the salvation of his
people!

1T IS A SACRIFICE OFFCRED AT ALL TIMES.

Itmay be said that this sacrifice is offered atcach
hour of the day, since the diversity of climates, and
the varied revolutions of the luminary thatenlight-

1S A SACRIFICE OFFERED IN vERY, sanlly renew and perpetuate herein tune, tillit shall

. practices as correspond to its incflable sanetity,
"unite themselves 1o anoblation which has their sal-

en of this as a perpetual sacrifice, an universal!
,oblation, a mystery, which the church shall inces-l

,be consummated in cternity.

IT IS A SACRIFICE DESTINED TO EFFACE ALLOUK
sINS.

We have no longer necd of the blood of Lerfers,
orof the emissary guat; we no bnger ground vur
justification upon the sprinklings which were made
by t..e high priesty we are nut obliged to seek «
separate victim to efface cacl particular stam; we
possess in the vnly victim wluch 15 immolated up-
on our altars, a superabundance of merit, which
extends toall the maladies of our souls. The
woundsof our pride are healed by  the, wonderfu
humility of Jesus Christ; the affected delicacy of

IT IS A SACRIFICE THAT SHALL LNDURE TO
END OF AGES.

The Church has power to vary  her discipline,
in order, to micet the cxigencies of particular times
‘and circumstances; she may abolish in one age
what would have been piously observed inanother,
because the dispositions or the nccessities of her
children have undergone a change; but sheis al-
ways uniform as to the cssentials of the sacrifice;
she cannever suffer these to be altered; undj when
she hag occasion to add any prayers to the liturgy,
she is always careful to preserve mast sacredly the
dogma of the mystery in its original purity, in or-
der thatthe faithtul of cvery age may, {by such

vation for its object, and the glory of God for its
essential end.

iT 1S A SACRIFICE OFFERET FOR ALL OUR NECES-
SITIES.

Itis not onlya sacrifice offered fur all our neces-
sities, but isdesigned moreover by its very institu-
tion to obtain for usevesy kind of grace. Graccs
| that are spiritual—which consist in contrition of’
heart, detestation of sin, and love of justice; it 1s
from this sourcc that the Christian derives vigil-

ance, fidelity, and power, to accomplish all the

<HE
|

ens our system, seem to have been determined for| commandments; it is here that he finds consolation
no other end than to perpetuate this august obla- 'l under all his afllictions, repose amidstall the . tu-
tion; for when we cease in this quarter of the globe || nults of his soul, and counsel in alt his preplexities;

| it is here that he acquircs force against temptation,

10 offer the cucharistic victim, other Priestsin othe.
lands succeed us in this awful function. Our can 'and vigilauce against the seductions of flesh and

ticles suffer no interruption; there is no pause from
prayer; and the church upon carth, like that fri-
amphant in heaven repeats incessantly, and is for-
ever magnifying the virtue, honor, and power, that
helong to our God, and to the victim who sanctiii-

1

jied by docility, and not the dictates of unthankful

blood. Graces that arc temporal—for Jesus Christ
disdains net, in this oblation, to present such peut-
ions to his Fatheras have for their object the
{blessings of this life, provided they are accompan-

oth our altars ;avarice. In fine, the universal necessitics of the

I1chur‘ch and her children, the particular wants of
{our fiiends, our relations, aud our neighbors; of our
- superiors, our dependants, our cquals, and even of
our enemics; the consolution, in particular, of those
who have preceded us,and who are groaning for
la season under the weight of divine justice, to-

igethcr with our own personal  necessities, what-
'eyer they may bej—all are iucluded in the merits
of this ablatiun, which Jesus Chirist makes of lum-
.self] and expressed in the prayers that accompany

117 3§ A SACRIFICE TIIATHAS BELN OFI'ERED
SINCE THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY.

it1s a sacrifice that has been offered  ever since
e onigin of Christianity, that is to say, from the
soment that Jesus Christ delivered that censoling
preceptto his Apostles—¢¢ Do this in remembragze
orime.” St. Luke xxii. 19. Wo can produce
1he imost unequivocal evidence to show, that since
:hat memorable period, the apostles and their suc-
<essors have evineed the most constant zeal and fi-

LY

our feelings, by the life of scelusion and of penit-
ence 1o which he condecended 10 subject umself:
our attachment to the goods oftlus hife by that state
of deprivation and of universal sclf-denial wineh he
was pleased to undergo; our salliesof stemperate
rage, by the meehness of the Lamb which s led
unresisting to our altars; our enmuty, hatred, and
desires of revenge, by the function which he Lere
continually exerciscs, of mediator and} concihator;
our irreverence and indecency in his tomple, by
the profound adoration whichhie here :en
his Father; that crowd of distractions which assas
usin the house of prayer, by the supplicution whe:l,
this powerful intercessor never ceases to offerin
our regard. It is from the recesses of his taber-
nacle, more cffectually than from any other situa-
tion, that he addresses us in these accents of con
solation: “Come to me all you thatare heawaly lad-
en with the weight of your miscries,and I will re-
lieve you.”

St

IT IS A SACRIFICE IN WINICH THE MLMBERS
OF THECHURCII MILITANTPARTICIPATE,

It isa sacrifice in which all the members of the
Church Militant pacticipate, whatever be tkeir con-
ditionin life, whatever be the nature of the duties
they fulfil, It is from thisinexhaustiblc source that
the minister of the Gospel iubibes the spirit of the
pricsthood; the warsior, intrepidity in the field; the
magistrate the true spirit of the laws; the rerchant,
uprighiness and probity; the artizan, acfivity and
perseverance; the spouse, gentleness and love; the
father, vigilance; the child, docility;the virgin, pu-
rity and Christian modesty. In all the fierce con
flicts which the church maintains against the ene-
mies of her faith and her morality, it is bere that she
holds in reserve those arms that protect her under
their most violent assaults; hence itis that her mar-
tyrsderive their fortitude under torments; her con-
fessors, liberly in the profession of their faith; ber
doctors, light to instruct their flocks, and confound
the presumpticns of heresy; her penitents, humility
and contrition; her faithful children, in every state
of life, a spirit of fidelity toaccomplish her precepts
hence it is, that the heart and the mind are fille@
with vivifying grace; that the passions are snbdued
the inclinations changed, and the desires of the
heart rectified; here, in fine, it is, that Jesus Christ
renders himself all to all, and, like the presiding
soul, breathes spirit and animation through all th¢
members of his mystical bedy.

»the sacrifice.
1

333



e e e

THE CATHOLIC.

T IS A EACRIFICE IN WHICH THE CHURCH TRI-
UMPHANT IN HEAVEN BEARS A PART.
Itis a sacrifice in which the church triumphant
« heaven likewise bears a part; not indeed, in that
sensible, exterior, and visible manner, whichis suit-
d only to creatures like ourselves, but in that rea|
~fficacious, and ineffable participation, by which
this oblation which sanctifics us, and has already
purified them for bliss, confirms them immutably
in theirhappy state of innocence and sanctity.
“This sacrament is also termed the bread of angcls,
the food of the elect, because they are filled in heav-
=i with the bread that sustains us here below, and
share, without interruption, in the immortal ban-
«quet which is our consolation in this vale of tcars.
Hence it is, that the church derives the most noble
of her privileges, for every time she offers the sac-
rifice, and distributes the sacrament, the smoke of
This oblation ascends up even to the throne of the
Eternal; the canticles of carth resound through the
cegions of eternity, whence arises a concordance of
supplication, a communion of prayer and adora-
tion, which associates carth to heaven, the region
otexile to the laud of promise, these scenes of sor-
row and combat to tle realms of victory and of
triumph; while the lamb that was immoiated, from
the foundation of the world, is, according to the
~xpression of the'well-beloved disciple, the light
which at the ssme moment enlightens the terrestrial
Jerusalem and the city of the living God—Thrice
‘happy the Christian, who, peuctrated with these
sentiments, feels conscious that he 1s adoring in
company of the angels, and praying while encircled
by the clect; that.he is seated here below at that
banquet, which in heavenis the object of their
everlasting felicity!

1'? 18 A SACRIFICE OF EXPIATION FOR THE
MEMEERS OF TIIE CIIURCH SUFFERING,

It is, moreover, a sacrifice of refieshment and
~xpiation for the Church suffering in Purgatory;
which though deprived of the consolation of offer-
ing it with us, yet enjoy the benefits of this salutary
ablation. "The Almighty prefigurel in the Old
T.aw his merciful designs towards these souls, when
te ordained that the Priest should take two doves,
and the blood of the one sprinkled on the head of
‘hie other should be the sign of its deliverance and
“berty. Every day does the blood flow from our
aitars, even to the place of their pemstence; every
‘nstant does some happy soul, purificd by this ex-
piatdry effusion, wing its flight to the realms of
¢verlasting repose, Meanwhile, those whom the
hand of God still retains there, cease not to address
us.in tones of tender solicitation: “Have pity onus,
Luve pity on us, at least you our friends;” now is
the time to give us a real proof of your sensibility
and campassion.  Regard oursufferings, but not
withdghat fruitless compassion which weeps over
«he unhappy, without aflording them succous in
their distress. Lo, your victim—your, deliverer,
gud ouss awaits you on the altar! [Itistherc that
&cu rray onen for us the funtains of the Saviour

whose purifying waters will extinguish the flames;
ihat consume us, allay our burning  thirst, wash |
iaway our remaining stains, and render us objects:
of compassionate regard to a God, who, though
he stillregards us with an cye of justice, yet cannot
forget that weare his children; and that you are our
brethren. :

We shall naw proceed to show that every thing is
holy in the oblation that is offered on our altars;
holy, as to Him who is the subject of the sacrifice ;!
holy as the motives thaf determine it. \
[IT IS AN OBLATION HOLY AS TO HIM WIIO 1§'
THE SUBJECT OF THE SACRIFICE.

|
} God is the end of thissacrifice ; it is to Him alone!
that the whole homage isreferred, and all ho]y;
almighty, and all infinite; as he is by his natnrc,g
ithis is a homage worthy of his God-head ; in these!
august mysteries he receives a homage of perfect!
dependence, a homage complete in every requisite
qualification, a homage infinite in reparation and:
gratitude on the part of the creature.

est among the children of men, the chief of the elect
; consecrates himself in this sacrifice to the service!
1of his Father, in the name of ull those whom he has'!
associated fo himself in quality of members, of;

brethren, of co-heirs, in the same kingdom. Hence
jitis, that Jesus Christ, in the institutiou of this sa-
.crifice, calls the bllood which he there sheds, the
blood of the new covenant, since by virtue of this’
blood, man renders to God all that is due. Buti
why is it said all that is due? He renders him
'still more, for had man persevered in a state of inno-
Icence, God would have required no other homage
;and sacrifice at his bands, than what was suitable

.to a being, imperfect in his nature : he would have
frequired of him the homage of a pure and faithful’
éhcart, for its more exalted feelings would have,
jbeen confinedin the narrow limits that circumscribe
ithe virtues of a finite creature. Here the oblation!
’is boundless in its scope, and the merit of the vic-
/tim immeasurable in its efficacy. When Jesus
{ Christ saluted his eternal Father with an Ecce!
{venio ! Behold I come ! methinks he thus seemed |
to address him ; ¢* Behold in me the utmost homa- ‘
mage that man is capable of rendering ; a mind,s
whose whole thoughts are centered upon thee; a;
heart that excrts its affections to fix them on thee
alone ; a will whose whole prayers are devoted to
thy obedicnce : a body which exerts its facullies
only to immolate them to thy glory ; what canst
thou require of man, which may not be found in my-
selft It is to thee that man owes the first homage of
his heart, and ere time yet began, 1 had said to
thee, ““Bebold I come ! Itis to thee that man
owes the most perfect return of love ; it is a feeling
that should be extinguished only with his life ; and
the homage of my heart is pepetuated with unrem-
itling ardor, from age to age, and shall have no
other term than eternity. Will not the Almighty
aceept this in his justice, not only as an acknow-
ledgment of our absolute dependence, but also as
the most complete reparation ofall our outrages
against his Divine Majesty ?

Yes; however vast the extent, and terrible the

.consequences that enlightened theologians have at-
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It is an homage of perfect dependence—the holi- !

lishail continue

tributed to sin ; though it be an article of faith tha:
our offgnces, however circumscribed by the will o
the offender, become infinite. with respect to tiu
outraged ; still we may place an entire and unboui

ded confidence in the victim that is immolated for
us,beeause the merits of Jesus Christ are more thau
paramount to the ulmost maliceof sin. Man can
offer no outrage, however heinous, to any one attri

lbute of the Almighty, which Jesus Christ docs not
jmeet with a peculiar expiation, proportioned both
ito the magnitude of the offence, and the sanctity c!
;the offended. I know that our sins are marked
Ewilh a character of ingratitude of injustice, and in

ifidelity which striles immediately at the sanctity.
ithe justice, and the mercy of God ; I know that
Elhey immediately counteract the wisdom of his
[ Providence ; that every time our heart abandons
jitself to their controul, it rencws the impious atten:

;pt of the rebel angels and grasps with its fechle
sefforts at the throne of the eternal : but I also sec
{with confidence, that in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
;all these attributes are included inthe inherent
rights of the Redeemer. 1t is there that God exer-
cises upon man, in the person of his Son, that so

vereign dominion. that absolute empire, which be -
longs to him ; while, at the same time that the rigor
of his justice inflicts upon him the punishment (e
{o sin, his mercy, boundlessin its extent, provides
his offending creature with a neverfailing means ot

i refurning into grace and favor,

It is here also, that the many instances of our
hard and unthankful conduct are repaired by a ho-
mage of griaitude the most full and efficacious. It
God condescends nat to accept the victims of our
choice or providing, it is because his infinite ful-
ness cannot be contented with the offerings of ou:
miscrable insufficiency. 'What do we possess that
we have not received from him? And ‘what can
we render to him which is not by a thousana titles
already his ? It is from the treasures of his owu
superabundance that he draws the ransom to satisfy
whateveris due on our parts : itis from this fund
that his inventive charity supplies us with the eu-
charist victim :that offering of reconciliation and
favor, which alone is sufficient to correspond to
those immense benefits, those inexhaustible
graces, which have flowed upon wus, and
to flow in such lavish pro-
fusion. Yet, however inexhaustible the source
may be whence theseblessings flow,that from which
we desire the means of acquitting this vast debt of
gratitude, is not less copious nor less abundant, As
often as we take the chalice of salvation, and unite
our prayers with those of Jesus Christ, the perpetu-
alintercessor, we are confident that our offerings
and our homages fulfil the whole extent of our
obligations ; & on wnat is this confidence founded ?
on what. but the infinile sanctity of him who offors
the sacrifice.

Itis Eternal Wisdom that has made choice "o
the victim : it is Eternal Charity that has consym-
maled the sacrifice ; it must; therefore, be necessa-
rily wortby of the God to whom it is offered. That
state of astonishing bumiliation, to which Jesus

hes no part of his prefections, despoils him of n0

Christ has reduced himself on our altars, diminis-.
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nortion of his attributes, deprives him of nomne of
those rights which ate inseparable from his divine
uature.  He is still the splendor of his FFather ; he
stiil continues the object of his divine complacen-
v, his well-beloved son, as he has been  from all
etermty. United tosinners yet seperuted from their
imiquities; covered with sl the wounds of our trans-
yressions,yct exompt from all our weaknesses; res-
embling us in all things yet 1rised infinitely above
ws by his divine essence condescendirg to become
aur brother, without ccasing to be the Son of the
¥ternal, he presents every motive to animate our
miidence, every attraction to win our hearts in
itus wonderful condescension of his son, the almi-
«hty beholds all that can claim his pity, or engage
s love. How can the Supreme Being reject a
victim, who, without any usurpation, can claim an
~quality with himself; abolocaust, which the an-
els are commanded to arlore, a sacrifice, of which
the ancient obligations were but so many
iypes and figures ! Oh ! were it permitted us here
ficlow o penetrate with the eye of fuith the veil that
auceals this adorable Mediator, what a spectacle
should we behold on the altar, at the moment the
Uriest]pronounces the hallowed words that operate
this ineffable mystery!  The well-beloved disciple
bias described nothing, in the prophetic volume
nrevelations, comparable to the wonders that
suuld bere meet vuc view. 'The name of §Jerusa-
ivm and of the city ofthe living God ; the marvel-
lous descriptions of this city, whose walls
were transparentas crysial, and whose gates wcere
1eaplendent with precious stones, were, I may ven-
ture to assert, but so many unsubstantial shadows,
- ympared to the splendor of this ravishing specta- |
+1e. We should behold the Son of the Eternal ¢n-;
viruned by that innumereble hostof happy spirits,
who proclaims his triumphs, offering to the  divine)
Mai. sty his obedience to expiate our rebellious

4

mgratitude. his humility to confound our prine, his
patience to quiet our murmuss, his fears to  extin-

Zuish the flames of our unlawful passions, his suf-!;

‘erings to subdue our sensuality, and his blood to
wash ¢ away our iniquitics. But on a subject like

this, silence would be most cxpressive: our faulter-
g tongue betrays its incapacity to describe so stu-
pendous a mysiery ; the heart may feel, but the

lips canuot utter what it istor a God to he offered
0 a2 God, for a God to be dclivered up
sor sinncrs, and to become the ransom} for

st He who wsikes, inthis imperfect state, to
penetrate into the sanctity ofthe mystery, must
udge of it by its effects. Itis with this view that
[ proceed to show that it a sacrifice, holyv as to the

motives that determine it.

P18 AN OBLATION HOLY AS TOTIIT MOTIVES
THAT DETERMINDIT.

“Tlie motives were known longbefore theaccom-
plishment and consummation of this mystery. Da-
+:d had foretold that mercy and truth should mcet
«~ach other, that justice and peace should form a

uutual allinnce; and Daniclbeholding thissaerifice
ranear and brighter vision. predicted that the
abu..tion of sin, and the cstablishinent of the rejgn

of justice should be the blessed effeets ol this mys-
tery.

‘The abolition of sin is, therefore, the  first ad-
vantage that we are to seek. When we present,
ourselves before the altar of Tesus Chirist, we carry
thither our personal infidelitics, awd those of the
people.  We offer themto God, through Jesus
Christ as a vietim of anathema. The groans of’
luur heart, if sineere, and the spirit of penitcnceand
countrition, if unfeigned, may, insome respeets, be
compared to the weapon by which the victim xs
stain, and the charity  of Jesus Christ to the fire!
that consames it.

It may be observed that sin is often mentioned
inn the prayers that compose the Liturgy ; that God
18 every where solicited to turn away lus eyes from

church , and the sanctity of the victim ; that he is
entreated, not to reward the offences, the negligen-
ces, and the faults of the minister of the conggrega-
tion, butto listen with mercy and compassion to
their humble petitions.  With whatever reverence
and recollection we may approach the altar, our
tdispositions always will be insufficient, unless iwe
jhring to this sacritlec 2 mind filled witha lively
sense of the hicinousness of sin.  The greatest in-
sult that a sinner can ofler to this mystery oflove
15 to assist thereat with a heart that is hardened’
aund that glories in its wantof {fecling. ‘The cut-
mge, is in some degree, continual, Jesus Christ
never ceases to offer himself up for the destruction
of those very iniquities which the sinner incessantly
renews.  ‘T'he sinner by the correspondence which
be keeps up withs the encmy of all justice, apposes
th2 establishment ofuts reign, shile the important,
purpose for which Jesus Christ immolates himself
upon the altar, is to se¥stitute eternal justice, in
the place of iniquities ;—in other words, justice,

1has established for herself a perpetual asylum in the
in the sacrament of thealtar, that he who earnes-
tly seeks after justice, may not seek ber in vain,
Let us not, therefore, hope to find her inany other
place, not even in the society of men in appearance
the mostirreprehensible ; you will find that there
are some ties that still link them to the universal
corruption ; that however solicitous they may have
been to purify themselves from the leaven sin, this
leaven, according to the apostle, has communica-
ted to the whole mass an impression, which it is
impossible for unassisted inan to destroy. But we
havea Holy of Holies, like that which sanctiied
the tabernacle of Isracl ; yet different from  that of
the Iraclites ; ours is not inaccessible to the people
all may enter therein by faith, which is the veil
that conceals it from our eyes : all may participate
of this cternal sanctity, if notin a way thatis per-
fect here below, at Jeastin a manner proportioned
to the degree of our fervor and of our necessi-
ties.

Let us, therefore, like Daniel, become the chil-
dren of desire ; and what he uttered in the spirit of
prophecy, let us pronounce in a spirit of prayer :

|
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our mguities, and to fix them upon the faith of’ his:

it establish its empire in our hearts, by reducingour
will to perfect obedience, by subjecting our flesh
to its spirit’ and our passions to itslaws ; may it be
established in the bosom of families, and be  ther

productive of subordination, of charity, and ot
peace. ‘The sacrifice of ouraltars would produce
these happy effects, if all who.assisted thereat
were feclingly alive to its spirit, and animated with
the dispositions that if requircs. Is it possible that
Christians,who have been united to Jesus Chirist,the
source of all justice,who have had before their cycs
the pattcrn of all sanctity, who have sacrificed at
the foot of thisaltar every irregular affeclion.
should ever suffer themselves to yield to the cor

rupted desires of their hearts 2 Al !let Christians
beware of deceiving themsclveswith the idea that

Ithe little fruit produced by this sacrifice, is the vc

Isult ofany insufficiency in the victim : no: it is the
natural conscquenceof the imperfection of theit
faith.

These truthsstudicd with greatattention medita
ted on with great reverence. and, by the grace «
Gou, practised with fidelity, will. give us an exal-

wiich had heretofore been banished from the carthi!

ted idea of the venerable character of our mysteries

—We would no longer enter the temple with o
spirit of dissipation and irreverence ; we would no
longer assist thereat with indifference and disgus:
which dishonor the sanctuary we would no longer
return from the altar with the same relich for the
world and the same ordor after its pleasures and
pursuits,

May it please thy goodness, O Lord’ to form
ahd to strengthen tbcse desires in our hearls ; it is
from thee alone that we can learn the full extent ai
‘the houors paid thee in these mysteries, and it is
'thou alone that canst animate our hearts with that
homage which alone is acceptable in {hy sight.
Vouchsafe to accept in union with the perfect sa-
crifice of Jesus Christ, the imperfect yet free obla-
tion, which we make of our inclinations, and of our
y whole viill to thee, in order that we may become
; with him 2 holocaust worthy of thy gracious regard
in time; and of thy mercy in eteroity.—Amen.

e S
THEJESUIT, OR CATHOLIC SENTINEL.

The following extract is taken fromthe cditor-
ialof the “Jesuit’ of the 9th anst.

Seven werks more, and the Jesuit, or Cathohe
Sentinel, will have labored for two years in fight-
ing the good fight of faith, in explaining and de-
fending the principles, of the Roman Catholic.
church. * # * Now that the chief objeet we had.
in view wheniwe first started the Jesuit, is indced
rravrzen,we shall introduce 2 greater variety
of articles into the columns af our paper, in the co-
suing editorial year. Such trans-atlantic intelli-
gence as we deem important to the Irish Patriot,
and the Catholic of every nation shall be noticed
and faithfully recorded. We shall as usual contin-~
ue to explain and defend the principles of The Ca-
tholic church, As a regular sketch of Europear
polities is to occopy a certain portionof the New

Paper,and as we consider the titte “Jesuit,”

may eternal justice reign forever amongst us ; may

which isadapted to a paper exclusively religious,
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<0 be therefore inappropriate, we have concluded
:0 merge the “Jesuit,” into the Catholic Intellig-
We are determined to make it as interest-
ing and useful to our readers, as our prescribed

encer.

.inits will allow.

"The paper which will be of a good quality wili
te enlarged to the scize of the U. S, Catholic Mis-

rellany—The type will be perfectly new.

The TErMS of subscription will be only TurEE

Dovrrars per annum, payable in  advaunce.

We cerdially solicit a continuance ofthe patron-
age from our old and worthy subscribers, who have
sustained us through *““good and evil report.” We

respectfully invite such of our Catholic Brethren as
have never subscribed to the “Jesuit,” to cnlist in
the support of the “Catholic Intelligencer.”

AUPUBLIC.

Les pseaumes, aux quels nous voila arrives dans
{c cours de nos explications Biblicales; etant une
portion si importante ct interessante de ’ecriture
Sainte; nous voudrions en presenter 2 nos lecteurs
un commentaire plus choisi et etudie; ce que, pour
fe moment, nous ne scourions 1ealizer a notre pleine
ct entiere satisfaction. En cessant donc pour un
temps, de continuer nos expliations dela Bible:
nous esperons pouvoir avec avantage les recoin-
mencer dans notre second volume; #’il paroit que
aous puissions hazarder la continuation de notre
periodique: ce qui depend de exactitude avec Ja
quelle les abonnements sont remis au publicateur.
Can, quelque disposes que nous soyons a dedier nos
veiiles gratis et sans relour isibas, a Pinstruction
publique, et a la defence de la religion: nous ne
tious trouvons pas a meme de souffrir une si grande
perte annuelle en suppleant le defaut des payments
a Plmprimeur, au fournisseur, ct a la poste, pour
ta publication la moins dispendieuse qu’on puisse
nommer,

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.

‘I'ue Psalms, at which we are now arrived in our
Diblical Notices and explunations, are so imporl-
ant and interesting a portion of the inspired wri-
tngs ; that we could wish to give a more choice &
studied commentary upon them, than we can well
at present accomplish. We must therefore suspend
for a while our scriptural notes ; which we intend
sehewing in our second volume: should we be
'nduced to continue the publication. This, how-
ever, cntirely depends on the exaciness, with which
the subscriptions are remitted to the publisher:
tor, though willing to yield, as we have bitherto
ilone, even single handed, our labours araTIS to
the public in the causc of truth ; we cannot afiord
*0 be at so very considerable a yearly loss, to make
"D the defalcation of payments to the Printer of the
=heapest periodical in eXistence.
THE EDITOR.

2 e——

““ The Editor of the Catholic® professes that he,
and his persuasion, are unwisc and simple ones :
vet claims for
Guardisn of Jugust 6. No. 90.

OQur words thus alluded to by the Iiditor of the
¢hristian Guardian ; as may be seen in our letter to
“him transeribed intohis paper of the above date,

swere the fellowing o s &

[

them Infullivility,— Christiain

{or me, and those of my !l

persuasion, weare only WISDOM’S LITTLE ONES
the unwise and simple ones,whom she invites to her
prepared feast, Proverbs, ch. 9.ver. 4, 5, Foows
in the opinion of the worldly 1wise, for 8o unhesi-
tatingly relying upon her word and promise : for

that exaltethitself againstthe knowledge of God;
and bringing into caplivity everyunderstanding,in
obedience to Christ. 2. Cor. 10.5. Foors for
allowing ourselves (as our Savioursays we should,)
to be all taught of god, this unexplicable mystery.
John 6,45, and not rather grourding our faith on
human surmise and opinion.

"The Editor of the Catholic did not therefore pro-
fess that he and his persuasion are unwise and sim-
ple ones; but that he & they are Wisdom’s unwise §
simple ones,for relying wholly on the infallible word
of God ; not onthe fullible word of man, however
great or wise he might seem in his own, or in any
others conceit. And does not such reliance con-
stitute infallibility? 'The Editor of the Guardiun
could not but see and fecl the force of this argu-
ment ; but it did not suit his purpose ta let it be e-
qually scen and felt by others. Wispoar he
therefore dropsaltogether, in his slight allusion to
our words; and then represcuts us as Foors indeed
who though professing ourselves unwise and sim-
ple ones, claim to ourselves, notwithstanding, infal-

libility, s thisa fairor honest mede of argumen-
tion 2” And yet it is a trite and usual one with pro-
estant polemics. T'hese, according (o Saint Jude
blaspheme whatever things ihey knpw not, and
what things soever they naturally know, like dumb
beasts, in these they are corrupied. Jude. verse 10,
The public must therefore plainly perceive how
uscless it were for us to continuc our discussion
with an antagonist, whose mind is so hermetically
shut against conviction.—Editor.
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1GNORANCE AND THE VICES.
A M. S. POEM.

NS

Coutinued.
Next lust, of either sex a monster foul,
Wont with the savage herds to mix and prowl :
Chang’d by the spell, the beastly form resigns,
And bright in sceming rational beauty shines.

Won by the semblance, oncc the world ador’d
The fiend ; and hail’d him Jove, the sov’reign Loxd,
In cv’ry shape rever'd th* adult’vous God

All nature fancying subject to his nod.

And to his daughter lewd, the cyprian Queen,

Its guilty homage paid of rites obscenc.

Then grovling gluttony, whose sole delight
Is swvinisllfy to gorge his appetite.
Now, like a gay, carousing debanchee,
The prince appears of festive revelry.

Not sq jocund are secn, and debonnair
The rest, who at the Syrea’s call repair.
With inward thrilling anguish envy pines—
Revenge stoops brooding o’er his dark designs .
Oit gnaws the lip, as inward agoniz’d ;
Then smiles, his purpose fancying realiz’d.

Self-stary’d, and tattcr’d, ond by all abhiert’d,
Vile av’rice crouches o’er his jingling hoard :
While harpy want behind hini keeps her watch,
His sccret treasure spicd intent to snatch.

The last that came, was dear alike to all
A wond’rous farm ; a form if one might call,
What chang’d, as each zdmir'd, its shape and hue ;
Camelion to th’ observer’s funcy true :
T'o each subord‘nate : yet, than each, orall,
A stronger Tamer to her sov’reign’s thrall.
Charm'd, like the rest, the witeh was at .tlte sight ;
And weleom'd sensual pieasure, ter dedizit.
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casting down, asthe Apostle exhorts, every height|| G

“ (Go, then she said, supporters of my swa
By him assign’d, mau’s fogp\vhom we o)bcy :y’
Whose cmﬂire vast through you I firm maintain ;
And make him Lord supreme of earth’s domaig,
While Lord of him, its owner, man beguil’d,
And led in error’s maze a wand’rer wild ;
Where clouds obstruct his sight § or glimm'rings dim:
Show wond’rous fuir, our objects ghastly grim.

30 : ou our liege’s rival full cxert

Your influence each : and ply your ev’ry art.
T’ entice aud win his will be c?xief your care :
For ’gainst him only wiles, not force, we dare.
His will secur’d, your ready dupe and slave
He straight beeomes, in all you’d wish or crave
Fair reason’s light for_error’s gloom forgoes,
And counts for gain his loss ; ?or bliss bis woes.

* Yet must you ne’er expect his will to tame,
Ere well you’e mark’d the tenor of his frame ;
How, since his fall impair'd his mental sight,
That false for true, and wrong mistakes for right.
What passion rules him chief, with care observe :
If that you've found, with that you’ll make him swen ¢
For passions urge him various to some end :
These but exalt : beyond the mark he’ll tend,
;"\hhcre just beg:lns our mazy, murk domain :

ng strive, and soon your purpose sly youw’ll gaix.
This way and that, his fn,ncv? be‘.;t to lu?e,} &
Pve winning made your forms, the most impure.
Go then, and prosper !”—S8udden, as she said,
They vanish, on her dev'lish errand sped.
Man straight with all their lurings they assail ;
And o’cr his will their fett’ring spells prevail.
Nor he Iercei\'es his mis’ry, when undone ;
But head long secks the snare : not strives to shuu.
Ilence all of moral ill is here below
One buge, o'erwhelming deluge scen to flow,
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