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PREFACE.

Onx prefenting this Volume to my Country, it is not neceffary to enter
mto a particular account of thofe voyages whofe journals form the prin-
cxpal part of it, as they will be found, I truft, to explain themfelves.
"1t appears, however, to be a duty, which the Public have a right to
cxpet from me, to ftate the reafons which have influenced me in
delaying the publication of them.

It has been afferted, that a mifunderftanding between a perfon high
in ofice and myfelf, was the caufe of this procraftination. It has alfo
been propagated, that it was occalioned by that precaution which the
policy of commerce will fometimes fuggeft; but-they are both equally
devoid of foundation. The one is an idle tale; and there could be no
folild reafon for concealing the circumftances of difcoveries, whofe
arrangements and profecution were fo honourable to my aflociates and
myfelf, at whofe expence they were undertaken. The delay attually
arofe from the very ative and bufy mode of life in which I was engaged
fince the voyages have been completed; and when, at length, the op-
portunity arrived, the apprehenfion of prefenting myfelf to the Public
in the clraralter of an Author, for which the courfe and occupations of

A.z\ 2 mv




v PREFACE.

my life have by no means qualified me, made me hefitate in committing
my papers to the Prefs, being much better calculated to perform the
voyages, arduous as they might be, than'to write an account of them.
However, they are' now offered to the Public with the fubmiffion that

’

becomes me.

-

I was led, at an early period of life, by commercial views, to the

country Narth-Weft of Lake Superior, in North America, and bemg
endowed by Nature with an inquifitive. mind and enterpribmg {pirit;
poflefling allo a conflitution and frame of body equal to the moft
arduous undertakings, and being familiar with toilfome exertions in the
profecution of mercantile purfuits, I not only contemplated the praéti-
cability of penectrating acrofs the continent of America, but was con-
fident in the qualifications, as I was animated by the defire, to undertake
the perilous enterprize.

The general ytility of fuch a difcovery, has been univerfally ac-
knowledged; while the wifhes of my particular friends and commercial
aflociates, that I fhould proceed in the purluit of it, contributed to
quicken the execution of this favourite proje&t of my own ambition:
and as the completion of it extends the boundaries of geographic
fcience, and adds new countries to the realms of Britith commerce,
the danger I have encountered, and the toils I have fufféred, have found
their recompence; nor will the many tedious and weary days, or the

gloomy and inclement nights which I have paﬂcd have been paﬂéd
in vain,
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The firft voyage has [ctiled the dubious point of a prafticable North.
Weft paffage ; and I truft, that it has fét that long agitated queftion at
reft, and extinguifhed the difputes refpe€ting it for ever. An enlarged
difcuflion of that {ubjeét will be found to occupy the concluding pages

of this volume.

In this voyage, I was not only without the neceffary books and inftru-
ments, but alfo felt myfelf deficient in the fciences of aftronomy and
navigation: I did not hefitate, therefore, to undertake a winter’s voyage
to this country, in order to procure the one and acquire the other.
Thele objefts being accomplithed, I returned, to determine the praéti-
cability of .a commercial communication through the continent of
North America, between the Atlantic and Pacific Qceans, which 1s
. proved by mv fecond journal. Nor do I hefitate to declare my decided
opinion, that very great and effential advantages may be derived by ex-

tending our trade from one fea to the other.

Some account of the fur trade of Canada from that country, of the
native inhabitants, and of tic cxtenfive diftri€ts connefted with it,*
forms- a preliminary difcourfe, which will, I truft, prove interefting to
a nation whofe general policy is blended with, and whofe ‘profperity is
fupported by, the purfuits of commerce. It will alfo qualify the reader
to purfue the fucceeding voyages with fuperior intelligence and fatisfac-

tion.

Thefe voyages will not, I fear, afford the variety that may be ex-

petted from them; and that which they offered to the eye, is not of a
nature
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vi PREF ACE.

nature to be effeftually transferred to the page. Mountains and vallies,
the dreary walle, and wide-fpreading forefts, the lakes and ri vers fuc-
ceed each other in general defcription ; and, except on the coafts of the
Pacific Ocean, where the villages were permanent, and the inhabitants
in a great mealure ftationary, {mall bands of wandering Indians are

" the only people whom I fhall introduce to the acquaintance of my

readers. oy R

The beaver and the buffalo, the moofe-deer and the elk, which are
the principal animals to be found in thefe countries, are already fo
familiar to the naturalifts of Europe, and have been fo often as” well as
correttly defcribed in their works, that the bare mention of them, as
they enlivened the landfcape, or were hunted for food; with a cur-
fory account of the {oil, the courfle and navigation of lakes and rivers,

and their varioqs produce, is all that can be reafonably 'expeé‘ted from
me. '

I do not poflels the fcience of the naturalift; and even if the
qualifications of that charafter had been attained by me, its curious
fpirit would' not have been gratified. I could not ftop to dig into
the earth, over whole furface I was compelled” to pafs with rapid
fieps; nor could I wrn afide to collett the plants which nature
might have fcattered on the way, when my thoughts were anxi-
oufly employed in making provifion for the day that was pafling
over me. Ihadto encounter perils by land and perils by water; to
watch the favage who was our guide, or to guard againft thofe of his
tribe who might meditate our deﬁru&ior}. I had, alfo,‘ the paflions and

fears
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fears of others to- control and fubdue. To day I had to affuage the
rifing difcontents, and on the morrow to cheer the- fainting fpirits, of
the people who accompanied me. The toil of our navigation was in-
ceflant, and oftentimes extreme; and in our progrefs over land we
had no protettion from the feverity of the elements, and poflefled no
accommodations or conveniences but fuch as could be contained in
the*burden on our fhoulders, which aggravated the toils of our march,
and addcd to the wearifomenefs of our way.

Though the events which compofe my jou/rnal's may have little in

themfelves to firike the imagination of thofe who love to be aftonifhed,
or to gratify the curiofity of fuch as are enamoured of romantic adven-
tures ; neverthelels, when it is confidered that I explored thofe waters
which had never before borne any other veffel than the canoe of the
favage; and traverfed thofe deferts where an European had never before
prelented himfelf to the eye of its fwarthy natives; when to thefe
confiderations are added the important objeéts which were purfued,
with the dangers that were encountered, and the difficulties that
were furmounted to attain them, this work "will, I flatter myfelf, be
found to excite an intw conciliate regard, in the minds of
thofe who perufe it. .

~

The general map which illuftrates this volume, is reduced by Mr.
Arrowfmith from his three-fheet map of North-America, with the lateft
difcoveries, which he is about to republith. His profeffional abilites are
well known, and no encomium of mine will advance the general and
merited opinion of them.

Before
e
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Before I conclude, I muft beg leave to inform my readers; that they
are not to expect the charms of embellifhed narrative, or animated de-

fcription; the approbation due to fimplicity and to truth is all I prefume

to claim; and I am not without the hope that this claim will be allowed
me. [ have defcribed whatever I faw with the impreflions of the moment
which prefented it to me. The fucceffive circumftances of my progrefs
are related without exaggeration or difplay. I have feldom allowed my-
felf to wander into conjetture; and whenever conjefture has been in
dulged. it will be found, I truft, to be accompanied with the temper of a
man who 1s not difpofed to think too highly of himfelf: jand if at any
time I have delivered myfelf with confidence, it will appear, I hope, to
be on thofe fubjetts which, from the habits and experience of my life,
will juftify an unreferved communication of my opinions. I am
not a candidate for literary fame: at the fame time, I cannot but in-

dulge the hope that' this volume, with all its imperfefions, will

wot be thought unworthy the attention of the {cientific gedgrapher;
and that, by unfolding countries hitherto unexplored, and which, I pre-
{ume, may now be confidered as a part of the Britifh dominions, it will

be received as a faithful tribute to the profperity of my country.,

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE,

Loxpox,
November 3o, 1801,
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GENERAL HISTORY

OF THE

FUR TRADE

FROM

CANADA TO THE NORTH-WEST.

THE fur trade, from the earlieft fettlement of Canada, was confidered
of the firft importance to that colony. The country was then fo
populous, that, in the vicinity of the eftablilhments, the animals
whofe fkins were precious, in a commercial view, foon became very
{carce, if not altogether extin@. They were, it is true, hunted at
former periods, but merely for food and clothing. The Indians, there-
fore, to procure the neceflary fupply, were encouraged to penetrate into
the country, and were generally accompanied by fome of the Cana-
dians, who found means to induce the remoteft tribes of natives to
bring the {kins which were moft in demand, to their fettlements, in the
way of trade. 7

It is not neceffary for me to examine the caule, but experience proves

that it requires much lefs time for a civilized people to deviate into

Q the
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i A GENERAL HISTORY

the manners and cuftoms of favage life, than for favages to rife into
a flate of civilization. Such was the event with thofe who thus accom.
panied the natives on their hunting and trading excurfions; for they
became fo attached to the Indian mode of life, that they loft all relith
for their former habits and native homes. Hence they derived the title
of Coureurs des Bois, became a kind of pedlars, and were extremely
ufeful to the merchants engaged in the fur trade; who gave them
the neceflary credit to proceed on their commercial undertakings.
Three or four of thefe people would join their ftock, put their pro-
perty into a birch-bark canoe, which they worked themfelves, and
either accompanied the natives in their excurfions, or went at once to
the country where they knew they were to hunt. At length, thefe
voyages extended to twelve or fifteen months, when they returned with
rich- cargoes of furs, and followed by great numbers of the natives.
During the fhort time requifite to fettle their accounts with the mer-
- chants, and procure frefh credit, they generally contrived to {quander
away all their gains, when they returned to renew their favourite mode
of life: their views being anfwered, and their labour fufficiently rewarded,
by indulging themfelves in extravagance and diffipation during the fhort
{pace of one month in twelve or fifteen.

This indifference about amaffing property, and the p]eafufeof living
free from all refiraint, foon brought on a licentioufnefs of manners which

could not long efcape the vigilant obfervation of the miflionaries, who
had much reafon to complain of their being a difgrace to the Chrif-
tian religion; by not ‘only fwerving from its duties themfelves, but by

thus,

<.




OF THE FUR TRADE, &ec. 1id

thus bringing it into difrepute with thofe of the natives who had become
~ converts to it; and, confequently, obftru€ting the great objett to which
thofe pious men had devoted their lives. They, therefore, exerted their
influence to procure the fuppreflion of thefe people, and accordingly, no
one was allowed to go up the country to trafhc with the Indians, without

a licence from the government.

At firlt thefe permiflions were, of courfe, granted only to thofe whofe

charafter was {uch as could give no alarm to the zeal of the mflionaries :
but they were afterwards beftowed as rewards for fervices, on officers, and
their widows; and they, who were not willing or able to make ule of them,
(which may be fuppofed to be always the cale with thole of the latter
defcription) were allowed to fell them to the merchants, who neceflarily
employed the Coureurs des bois, in quality of their.agents; and thefe
people, as may be imagined, gave {ufficient caufe for the renewal of
former complaints; fo that the remedy proved, in faét, worfe than the
difeafe.

At length, military pofts were eftablithed at the confluence of the dif-
ferent large lakes of Canada, which, in a great mealure, checked the
evil confequences that followed from the improper condu&@ of thefe
forefters, and, at the fame time, proteted the trade. Befides, a number
of able and refpettable men retired from the army, profecuted the trade
in perfon, under their refpe@ive licences, with great order and regu-
larity, and extended it to fuch a diftance, as, 1n thofe days, was confi-.
dered to be an aftonifhing effort of commercial enterprize. Thefe per-
fons and the miflionaries having. combined their views at the fame

az time,
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time, fecured the refpeét of the natives, and the obedience of the people
neceflarily employed in the laborious parts of this undertaking. Thefe
gentlemen denominated themfelves commanders, and not traders, though
they were intitled to both thofe charatters : and, as for the miffionaries,
if fufferings and hardfhips in the profecution of the great work which
they had undertaken, deferved applaufe and admiration, they had an
undoubted claim to be admired and applauded: they fpared no labour
and avoided no danger in the execution of their important office ; and
it is to be ferioufly lamented, that their pious endeavours did not meet
with the fuccefs which they deferved: for there is hardly a trace to be
found beyond the cultivated parts, of their meritorious funétions,

The caufe of this failure muft be attributed to a want of due confi-
deration in the mode employed by the miffionaries to propagate the
relrglon of which they were the zealous minifters. They habituated
themfelves to-the favage life, and naturalifed themfelves to the favage
manners, and, by thus becoming dependant, as it were, on the natives, they
vamred their contempt rather than their veneration. If they had been
as well acquainted with human nature, as they were with the articles of

their faith, they would have known, that the uncultivated mind of an

Indian muft.be difpofed by much preparatory method and inftruétion to

receive the revealed truths of Chriftianity, to at under its fan&ions, and

be impelled to good by the hope of its reward, or turned from evil by
the fear of its punifhments. They fhould have began their work hy
teaching fome of thofe ufeful arts which are the inlets of knowledge, and
lead the mind by degrees to objetts of higher comprehenfion. Agricul-

ture {o formed to fix and combine faciety, and fo preparatory to

abjelts
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objelts of fuperior confideration, fhould bave been the firft thing intro-
duced among a favage people: it attaches the wandering tribe to that
{pot where it adds fo much to their comforts; while it gives them a fenfe
of property, and of lafting poffellion, inftead of the uncertain hopes
of the chafe, and the fugiuve .produce of uncultivated wilds. Such
were the means by which the forelts of Paraguay were converted into a
{cene of abundant cultivation, and its favage inhabitants introduced to
all the-advantages.of a civilized life.

The Canadian miffionaries. fhould have been contented to improve the
morals of their own countrymen, fo that by meliorating their charaler
and condud, they would have given a firiking -example of the effet of
religion in promoting the comforts of life to the furrounding favages;
and might by degrees have extended its benign influence to the remoteft
regions of that country, which was the objeft, and intended to be the
fcene, of their evangelic labours. But by bearing the light of the
Golpel at once to the diftance of two thoufand five hundred miles from
the civilized part of the colonies, it was foon obfcured by the cloud of
ignorance tnat darkened the human mind in thofe diftant regions.

The whole of their long route I have often travelled, and the recol-

le¢tion of {uch a people as the miffionaries having been there, was con-
fined to a few fuperannuated-Ca‘nadians, who had not left that country
fince the ceffion to the Englifh, in 1763, and who particularly mentioned
the death of {ome, and the di{ircﬂing fituation of them all. But if thefe
religious men did not attain the objefts of their perfevering piety, they
were, during their miflion, of great fervice to the commanders who -

engaged
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engaged i thofle diftant expeditions, and fpread the fur trade as far
Welt as the banks of the Safkatchiwine river, in 53. North latltude, and
longltadc 102 Weft.

- At ancearly period of their intercourfe with the favages, a cuftom was
introduced of a-very excellent tendency, but is now unfortunately dif-
continved, of not felling any fpirituous liquor to the natives. This
admirable regulation was for fome: time obferved, with all the refpett
due to the religion by which 1t was fantioned, and whofe fevereft cen-

fures followed the violation-of it. - A painful penance could alone reftore
the offender to the fufpended rites of the {acrament.  The ealuiftry of
trade, however, difcovered a way to gratify the Indians with their favour-
ite cordial, without iacurving the ecclefiaflical penalties, by giving,
inftead of felling it to them. - |

But notwithflanding all the reftri€tions with which commerce was
opprefled under the French government, the fur trade was extended to
the immenfe diftance which has been already ftated; and furmounted

many moft difcouraging difficulties, which will be hereafter noticed ;
while, at the fame time, no exertions were made from Hudfon’s Bay to
obtain even a fhare of the trade of a country which, according to the
charter of that company, belonged to it, and, from its proximity, is fo

much more acceffible to the mercantile adventurer.

j Of thefe trading commanders, I underftood, that twdé"t‘temptcd to

penetrate to the Pacific Ocean, but the utmoft extent of their journey I

i could never leartr; which may be attributed, indeed, to a failure of the
ﬁnde:t’éxkihg.

For
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For {ome time after the conquefl of Canade, this frade was fufpended,
which muft have been very advantageous to the Hudfon’s Bay Com-
pany,as all the iohabitants to the Weltward of Lake Superiar; were
obliged to go to them for fuch articles as their habitual ule had rendered
neceffary. Some of the Canadians who had lived long with them, and
were become attached to a favage life,accompanied them thither annually,
till mercantile adventurers again appeared from their own country, after
an interval of feveral - years, owing, as I fuppofe, to an ignorance of the
country in the conquerors, and. their want of commercial confidence in
the conquered. There were, indeed, other difcouragements, fuch as
the immenfe length of the journey neceflary to reach the limits beyond
‘which this commerce muft ‘begin; the rifk of property; the expences
attending fuch a long tranfport; and an ignorance of the language of
thofe who, from their experience, muft be neceffarily employed as the
intermediate agents between them and the patives. But, notwithftand-
ing thele difficulties, the trade, by degrees, began-to fpread over the dif-
ferent parts to which it had been carried by the French, though at 2
great rifk of the lives, as well as the property, of their new pofleflors,
for the natives had been taught by their former allies to entertain hoftile
difpofitions towards the Englifh, from their having been in alliance with

their natural enemies the Iroquois; and there were not wanting a fufficient
number of difcontented, difappointed people to keep.alive fuch a noti

fo that for a long time they were confidered and treated as objets of
hoftility. To prove this difpofition of the Indians, we have only to

refer to the conduét of Pontiac, at Detroit, and the furprife and taking
of Michilimakinac, about this period,
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‘kinac. Their fuccefs induced them to renew their journey, and incited

-pafling the ufual feafon there, they went back to Michilimakinac as
‘befofe, and encouraged by the trade, returned in increafed numbers. One
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Hence it arofe, that it was fo late as the year 1756, before which, the
trade I mean to confider, commenced from Michilimakinac. The firft
who attempted it were fatisfied to go the length of the River Cameniﬂiquia‘,
about thirty miles to the Eaftward of the Grande Portage, where the
French had a principal eftablifhment, and was the line of their communi-
cation with the interior country. It was once deftroyed by fire. Here
they went and returned fuccelsful in the following fpring to Michilima-

others to follow their example. Some of them remained at Camenifti-
quia, while others proceeded to and beyond the Grande Portage, which,
fince that time has become the principal entrepdt of that trade, and is
fituated in a bay, in latitude 48. North, and longitude go. Weft. After

of thefe, Thomas Curry, with a fpirit. of enterprize fuperior to that of

French dilcoveries in that country; or at leaft-till the froft fhould ftop
him. For this purpofe he procured guides and interpreters, who were

acquainted with the country, and with four canoes arrived at Fort 8
Bourbon, which was one of their pofts, at the Weft end of the Cedar
Lake, on the waters of the Safkatchiwine. His rifk and toil were well re- 3
compenfed, for he-came back the following fpring with his canoes filled
with fine furs, with which he proceeded to Canada, and was fatisfied never

again to return to the Indian country.

From this period people began to {pread over every part of the coun-
try, particularly where the French had eftablifhed fettlements.

7

Mr. James

Ve
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Mr. James Finlay was the firft who followed Mr. Curry’s example,
and with the fame number of canoes, arrived, in the courfe of the next
fealon, at Nipawee, the laft of the French fettlements on the bank of
the Safkatchiwine River, in latitude nearly 434 North, and longitude
103 Weft: he found the good fortune, as he followed, in every refpett,

the example, of his predeceflor.

As may be fuppofed, there were now people enougkh ready to replace
them, and the trade was purfued with fuch avidity, and irregularity, that
in a few years it became the reverfe of what it ought to have been. An
animated competition prevailed, and the contending parties carried the
trade beyond the French limits, though with no benefit to themfelves or
neighbours, the Hudfon’s-Bay Company; who in the year 1774, and
not till then, thought proper to move from home to the Eaft bank of
Sturgeon Lake, in latitude 53. 56. North, and longitude 102. 15. Wett,
and became more jealous of their fellow {ubjefts; and, perhaps, with
more caufe, than they had been of thofe of France. From this period
to the prefent time, they have been following the Canadians to their
different eftablifhments, while, on the contrary, there is not a folitary

inftance that the Canadians have followed them; and there are many

trading pofts which they have not yet attained. This, however, will no
longer be a myftery when the nature and policy of the Hudfon’s-Bay
Company 1s compared with that which has been purfued by their rivals
in this trade.—But to return to my f{ubjeét.

This competition, which has been already mentioned, gave a fatal
blow to the trade from Canada, and, with other incidental caules, in my
b opinion,
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opinion, contributed to its ruin. This trade was carried on in a very

diftant country, out of the reach of legal reftraint, and where there was a
free fcope given to any ways or means in attaining advantage. The
confequence was not only the lofs of commercial benefit to the perlons
engaged in 1t, but of the good opinion of the natives, and the relpeét of
their men, who were inclined to follow their example ; fo that with drink-
ing, caroufing, and quarrelling with the Indians along their route, and
amdng themfelves, they feldom reached their winter quarters; and if they
_ did, it was generally by dragging their property upon {ledges, as the
navigation was clofed up by the froff. When at length they were
arrived, the objeft of each was to injure his rival traders in the opinion
of the natives as much as was in their power, by mifreprefentation and~
prefents, for which the agents employed were peculiarly calculated.
They confidered the command of their employer as binding on them,
and however wrong or irregular the tranfaltion, the refponfibility refted
with the principal who direfted them. This is Indian law. Thus did |
they wafte their credit and their property with the natives, till the firft
was paft redemption, and the laft was nearly exhaufted; {o that towards
the {pring in each year, the rival parties found it abfolutely neceflary
to join, and make one common fteck of what remained, for the pur-
pole of trading with the natives, who could entertain no refpeét for
perfons who bad condutted themfelves with fo much irregularity and
deceit. The winter, therefore was one continued {cene of difagreements
and quarrels. If any one had the precaution or good fenfe to keep clear
of the ceedings, he derived a proportionable advantage from his
good fonduét, ‘and frequently proved a peace-maker between the parties.
To fuch an Height had they carried this licentious condu&, that they

were
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were in a continual ftate of alarm, and were even frequently ftepped to
pay tribute on their route into the country; though they had adopted
the plan of travelling together in parties of thirty or forty canoes, and
keeping their men armed; which fometimes, indeed, proved neceflary

" for their defence.

Thus was the trade carried on for feveral years, and confequently be-
coming worfe and worfe, fo that the partners, who met them at the
Grande Portage, naturally complained of their jll fuccefs. But {pecious
realons were always ready to prove that it arofe from circumitances
which ithey could not at that time control; and encouragements were
held forth to hope that a change would foon take place, which would
make ample amends for paft difappointments.

It was about this time, that Mr. Jofeph Frobifher, one of the gentlemen
engaged in the trade, determined to penetrate intg the country yet
unexplored, to the North and Weftward, and, in the {pring of the year
1775, met the Indians from that quarter on their way to Fort Churchill,

at Portage de Traite, fo named from that _circumﬂan.cc on the banks of

the Miflinipi, or Churchill River, latitude 55. 25. North, longitude 103%.
Weft. It was, indeed, with fome difficulty that he could induce them
to trade with him, but he at length procured as many furs as his
canoes could carry. JIn this perilous expedition he fuftained every
kind of hardfhip incident to a journey through a wild and favage
‘country, where his {ubfiftence depended on what the woods and the
waters produced. Thele difficulties, neverthelefs, did not difcourage
him from returning in the following year, when he was equally fuccefsful.

b2 He




X1l A GENERAL HISTORY

He then fent his brother to explore the country fhll further Weft, who
penetrated as far as the lake of Ifle a la Croix, in latitude 55 20. North,
and longitude 108 Welt.

He, however, never after wintered among the Indians, though he
retained a large intereft in the trade, and a principal fhare in the direc-
tion of it till the year 1798, when he retired to enjoy the fruits of his

labours; and, by his hofpitality, became Mn to every refpetable
firanger who vifited Canada

The fuccefs of this gentleman induced others to follow his example,
‘and in the fpring of the year 1778, fome of the traders on the Safkat-
chiwine River, finding they had a quantity of goods to fpare, agreed to
put them into a joint ftock, and gave the charge and management of
them to Mr. Peter Pond, wi## in four canoes, was dire&ed to enter the
Englifh River, fo called by Mr. Frobifher, to follow his track, and proceed
fll further; if poffible, to Athabafca, a country hitherto unknown but
from Indian report. In this enterprife he at length fucceeded, and
pitched his tent on the banks of the Elk River, by him errorieouﬂy called
the Athabafca River, about thirty miles from the Lake of the Hills, into
which it empties itfelf.

Here he paffed the winter of 1778-9; faw a vaft concourfe of the
Knifteneaux and Chepewyan tribes, who ufed to carry their furs annually
to Churchill; the latter by the barren grounds, where they fuffered in-
numerable hardfhips, and were fometimes even flarved to death, The
former followed the courle of the lakes and rivers, through a country

that
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that abounded in animals, and where there was plenty of filh: but
though they did not [uffer from want of food, the intolerable fangue of
fuch a journey could not be eafily repaid to an Indian : they were, there-
fore, highly gratified by feeing people come to their country to relieve
them from fuch long, toilfome, and dangerous journies; and were im-
mediately reconciled to give an advanced price for the articles neceflary
to their comfort and convenience. Mr. Pond’s reception and {uccefs
was accordingly beyond his expeftation; and he procured twice as
many furs as his canoes would carry. They alfo fupplied him with as
much provifion as he required during his refidence among them, and
fufficient for his homeward voyage. Such of the furs as he could not
embark, he fecured in one of his winter huts, and they were found the

following feafon, in the fame ftate in which he left them.

Thefe, however, were but partial advantages, and could not prevent
the people of Canada from feeing the improper condut of fome of their
aflociates, which rendered 1t dangerdus to remain any longer among the
natives. Moft of them who pafled the winter at the Safkatchiwine, got
to the Eagle hills, where, in the {pring of the year 178>, a few days pre-
vious to their intended departure, a large band of Indians being engaged
in drinking about their houles, one of the traders, to eafe himfelf of the
troublelome importunities of- a native, gave him a dofe of laudanum in
a glafs of grog, which effettually prevented him from giving further
trouble to any one, by féuing him afleep for ever. This accident pro-
duced a fray, in which one of the traders, and feveral of the men, were

killed, while the reft had no other means to fave themfelves but by a

precipitate- flight, abandoning a confiderable quantity of goods, and

ncar
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near half the furs which they had collefted during the winter and the
fpring. ”

About the fame time, two of the eftablithments on the Affiniboin
river, were attacked with lefs juftice, when feveral white men, and a
greater number of Indians were killed. In fhort, it appeared, that the
natives had formed a refolution to extirpate the traders; and, without
entering ‘nto any further reafonings on the {ubje&, it appears to be in-
controvertible, that the irregularity purfued in carrying on the trade has
brought it into its prefent forlorn {ituation ; and nothing but the greateft
calamity that could have befallen the natives, faved the traders from
deftrution: this was the fmall pox, which {pread its deftruétive and
defolating power, as the fire confumes the dry grals of the field. The
fatal infeftion fpread around with a baneful ram\which no flight

- could efcape, and with a fatal effe@ that nothing could refift. It de-

ftroyed with its peftilential breath whole families and tribes; and the
horrid fcene prefented to thofe who had the melancholy and afflicting
opportunity of beholding it, a combination of the dead, the dying, and
fuch as to avoid the horrid fate of their friends around them, pre-
pared to difappoint the plague of its prey, by terminaung their own

exiftence.

The habits and lives of thele devoted people, which provided not to-

day for the wants of to-morrow, muft have heightened the pains of fuch
an afflition, by leaving them not only without remedy, but even without

alleviation. Nought was left them but to fubmit in agoﬁy and defpair.

To
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To aggravate the pi€ture, if aggravation werc poflible, may be added,
the putrid carcafes which the wolves, with a furious voracity, dragged
forth from the huts, or which were mangled within them by the dogs,
whofe hunger was fatisfied with the disfigured remains of their mafters,
Nor was it uncommon for the father of a family, whom the infettion
had not reached, to call them around him, to reprefent the cruel {uffer-
ings and horrid fate of their relations, from the influence of fome evil
{pirit who was preparing to extirpate their race; and to incite them to
baffle death, with all its horrors, by their own poniards. At the fame
time, if their hearts failed them in’ this neceffary aét, he was himfelf
ready to perform the deed of mercy with his own hand, as the laft a&t
of his affetion, and inftantly to follow them to the common place of

reft and refuge from human evil.

It was never fatisfatorily alcertained by what means this malignant
diforder was introduced, but it was generally fuppofed to be from the
Miffiffoaic, by a war party.

The confequence of this melancholy event to the traders muft be
felf-evident ; the means of difpofing of their goods were cut off; and no
furs were obtained, but fuch as had been gathered from the habitations
of the deceafed Indians, which could not be very confiderable : nor did

they look from the loffes of the prefent year, with any encouraging ex-

pefiations to thofe which were to come. The oniy fortunate prople
confifted of a party who had again penetrated to the Northward and
Weftward in 1780, at fome diftance up the Muffinipi, or Englifh River,

to
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to Like la Rouge. Two unfortunate circumftances, however, happencd

to them; which are as follow.

Mr. Wadin, a Swifls gentleman, of {lri&t probity and known fobriety,
had gone there in the year 1779, and remained during the fummer 178o.
His partners and others, engaged in an oppolfite intereft, when at the
Grande Portage, agreed to fend a quantity of goods on their joint ac-
count, which was accepted, and Mr. Pond was propoled by them to be
their reprefentative to att in conjunétion with Mr. Wadin. Two men, of
more oppofite charafters, could not, perhaps, have been found. In fhort
from various caufes, their {ituations became very uncomfortable to each
other, and mutual ill-will was the natural confequence: without enter-
ing, therefore, into a minute hiftory of thefe tranfations, it will be fuf-
" ient to obferve, that, about the end of the year 1780, or the begin-
ning of the year 1781, Mr. Wadin had received Mr. Pond and one of his
own clerks to dinner ; and, in the courfe of the night, the former was
fhot through the lower part of the thigh, when it was faid that he ex-
pired from the lofs of blood, and was buried next morning at eight

o'clock. Mr. Pond, and the cletk, were tried for this murder at Mon-

treal, and acquitted : neverthelels, their mnocence was not {o apparent
as to extinguifh the original {ufpicion. '
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The other circumflance was this. In the {pring of the year, Mr.

Pond fent the abovementioned clerk to meet the Indjans from the
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Northward, who ufed to go annually to Hudfon’s Bay; when he eafily
perfuaded them to trade with him, and return back, that they might not
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take the contagion which had depopulated the country to the Ealtward
of them: but moft unfortunately they caught it here, and carried it with
them, to the deftruttion of themf{elves and the neighbouring tribes.

The country being thus depopulated, the traders and their friends
from Canada, who, from various caufes already mentioned, were very
much reduced in number, became confined to two parties, who began
{erioufly to think of making permanent eftablifhments on the Miffinipi
river, and at Athabafca; for which purpofe, in 1781-2, they felefted their
beft canoe-men, being ignorant that the fmall pox penetrated that way.
The moft expeditious party got only in time to the Portage la Loche,
or Mithy-Ouinigam Portage, which divides the waters of the Miflinipi from
thofe that fall into the Elk river, to difpatch one canoe ftrong handed,
and light-loaded, to that country; but, on their arrival there, they
found, in every direftion, the ravages of the fmall pox; fo that,
from the great diminution of the natives, they returned in the fpring
with no more than feven packages of beaver. The ftrong woods and
mountainous countries aforded a refuge to thofe who fled from the
contagion of the plains ; but they were {o alarmed at the furrounding
deftruttion, that they avoided the traders, and were difpirited from hunt-
ing except for their fubfiftence. The traders, however, who returned
into the country in the year 1782-3, found the inhabitants in fome fort
of tranquillity, and more numerous than they had reafon to expe, fo
that their fuccefs was proportionably better.

During the winter of 1783-4, the merchants of Canada, engaged in
this trade, formed a jun&ion of interefls, under the name of the North-
C WC&
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Welt Company, and divided it into fixteen (hares, without depofiting any
capital ; each party furnifhing a proportion or quota of fuch articles as
were neceflary to carry on the trade : the refpeétive parties agreeing
to fatisfy the friends they had in the country, who were not provided for, |
according to this agreement, out of the proportions which they held.
The management of the whole was accordingly entrufted to Meflrs. Ben-
jamin and Jofeph Frobifher, and Mr. Simon M‘Tavifh, two diflin&
houfes, who had the greateft intereft and influence in the country, and for
which they were to receive a ftipulated commiffion in all tranfaéltions.

In the {pring, two of thofe gentlemen went to the Grande Portage

with their credentials, which were confirmed and ratified by all the parties
having an opiion, except Mr. Peter Pond, who was not fatisfied with
the fhareallotted him. Accordingly he,and another gentleman, Mr. Peter
Pangman, who had a right to be a partner, but for whom no provifion
had been made, came to Canada, with a determination to return to the
country, if they could find any perfons to join them, and give their {cheme
a proper fupport. . |

The traders in the country, and merchants at Montreal, thus en-
tered into a co-partnerfhip, which, by thefe means, was confolidated
and direfted by able men, who, from the powers with which they were
entrufted, could carry on the trade to the utmoft extent it would
bear. The traders in the country, therefore, having every reafon
to expeét that their paft and future labours would be recompenfed, for-
got all their former animofities, and engaged with the utmoft {pirit and
allivity, to forward the general intereft; fo that, in the following year;

they
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they met their agents at the Grande Portage, with their canoes laden
with rich furs from the different parts of that immenfe traét of country.
But this fatisfa@ion was not to be enjoyed without fome mterruption;
and they were mortified to find that Mr. Pangman had prevailed on
Meflrs. Gregory and Macleod to join him, and give him their fupport
in the bufinefls, though deferted by Mr. Pond, who accepted the terms
offered by his former aflociates.

In the counting houfe of Mr. Gregory I had been five years; and at
this period had left him, with a {fmall adventure of goods, with which
he had entrufted me, to feek my fortune at Detroit. He, without
any f{olicitation on my part, had procured an infertion in the agree-
ment, that I fhould be admitted a partner in this bufinefs, on con-
dition that I would proceed to the Indian country in thé following
{pring, 1785. His partner came to Detroit to make me fuch a propo-
fition. I readily aflented to it, and immediately proceeded to the
Grande Portage, where I joined my aflociates.

We now found that independent of the natural difficulties of the
undertaking, we fhould have to encounter every other which they, who
were already in poffeflion of the trade of the country, could throw in
our way, and which their circumftances enabled them to do. Nor did
they doubt, from their own fuperior experience, as well as that of their
clerks and men, with their local knowledge of the country and its
inhabitants, that they fhould foon compel us to leave the coun-
try to them. The event, however, did not jufify their expetta-
tions; for, after the fevereft firuggle ever known in that part of the

ce world,
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world, and fuffering every oppreflion which a jealous and rival [pirit could
inftigate; after the murder of one of our partners, the laming of another,
and the narrow elcape of one of our clerks, who received a bullet
through his powder horn, in the execution of his duty, they were com-
pelled to allow us a fhare of the trade. As we had already incurred a
lofs, this union was, in every refpett, a defirable event to us, and was

concluded in the month of July 1787.

This commercial eftablifhment was now founded on a more {olid balis
than any hitherto known in the country; and it not only continued
in full force, vigour, and profperity, in fpite of all interference from
Canada, but maintained at leaft an equal fhare of advantage with the
Hudfon’s-Bay Company, notwithftanding the fuperiority of their local
fituation. The following account of this {elf-ereGted concern will mani-
felt the caufe of its fuccels.

It affumed the title of the North-Welt Company, and was no
more than an aflociation of commercial men, agreeing among them-
felves to carry on the fur trade, unconneted with any other bufinefs,
though many of the parties engaged had extenfive concerns alto-
gether foreign to it. It may be faid to have been fupported entirely
upon credit; for, whether the capital belonged to the proprietor, or was
borrowed, it equally bore intereft, for which the aflociation was annually
taccountable. It confifted of twenty fhares, unequally divided among

‘the perfons concerned. Of thefe, a certain proportion was held by
the people who managed the bufinefs in Canada, and were ftyled agents

for the Company. Their duty was to import the neceflary goods from

England
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England, flore them at their own expence at Montreal, get them made
up into the articles fuited to the trade, pack and forward them, and
fupply the cafh that might be wanting for the outfits; for which they
received, independent of the profit on their fhares, a commiffion on the
amount of the accounts, which they were obliged to make out annually,
and keep the adventure of each year diftin®. Two of them went an-
nually to the Grande Portage, to manage and tranfaét the bufinefs
there, and on the communication at Detroit, Michilimakinac, St. Mary’s,
and Montreal, where they received ftores, packed up, and fhipped the
company’s furs for England, on which they had alfo a fmall commiffion.
‘The remaining fhares were held by the proprietors, who were obliged to
winter and manage the bufinefs of the concern with the Indians, and their
refpeftive clerks, &c. They were not fuppofed to be under any obliga-
~ tion to furnifh capital, or even credit. If they obtained any capital by
the trade, it was to remain in the hands of the agents; for which they were
allowed intereft. Some of them, from their long fervices and influence,
held double fhares, and were allowed to retire from the bufinefs at any
period of the exifting concern, with one of thofe fhares, naming any
young man in the company’s fervice to fucceed him in the other. Se-
niority and merit were, however, confidered as affording a claim to the
fucceffion, which, neverthelefs, could not be difpofed of without the con-
currence of the majority of the concern; who, at the fame time relieved
the feceding perfon from any refponfibility refpe&ing the fhare that he
transferred, and accounted for it according to the annual value or rate of
the property; fo that the feller could have no advantage but that of get-
ting the fhare of ftock which he retained realifed, and receiving for the
transferred fhare what was fairly determined to be the worth of it. The

former
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former was alfo difcharged from all duty, and became a dormant part-
ner. Thus,all the young men who were not provided for at the begin-
ning of the contraét, fucceeded in fucceffion to the charafer and advan-
tages of partners. They entered into the Company’s fervice for five or
feven years, under fuch expe&tations, and their reafonable profpe&s were
feldom difappointed : there were, indeed, inftances when they fucceeded
to fhares, before their apprenticefhip was expired, and it frequently hap-
pened that they were provided for while they were in a ftate of articled
clerkfhip. Shares were transferrable only to the concern at large, as no
perfon could be admitted as a partner who had not ferved his time to
the trade. The dormant partner indeed might difpofe of his intereft to
any one he chofe, but if the tranfattion were not acknowledged by his
aflociates, the purchafer could only be confidered as his agent or attor-
ney. Every fhare bad a vote, and two thirds formed a majority. .This
regular and equitable mode of previding for the clerks of the company,
excité/(i a {pirit of emulation in the difcharge of their various duties, and
in fe;&, "made every agent a principal, who perceived his own profperity
to be immediately conneéted with that of his employers. Indeed, with-
out fuch a {pirit, fuch a trade could not have become fo extended and

advantageous, as it has been and now is.

In 1788, the grofs amount of the adventure for the year did not ex-
ceed forty thoufand pounds,* but by the exertion, enterprife, and in-

duftry of the proprietors, it was brought in eleven years to triple that

* This might be properly called the flock of the company, as it included, with the expenditure of
the year, the amount gf the property unexpended, which had been appropriated for the adventure of
that year, and was carried on to the account of the following adventure,

amount
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amount and upwards; yielding proportionate profits, and {urpafling, in

fhort, any thing known in America.

Such, therefore, being the profperous ftate of the company, it,
very naturally, tempted others to interfere with the concern in a man-
ner by no means beneficial to the company, and commonly ruin-
ous to the undertakers. ’

In 1798 the concern underwent a new form, the fhares were increafed
to forty-fix, new partners being admitted, and ‘ij),ers retiring. This
period was the termination of the company, which was not renewed
by all the parties concerned in it, the majority continuing to aét upon
the old flock, and under the old firm; the others beginning a new
one; and it now .remains to be decided, whether two parties, under
the fame regulations and by the fame exertions, though unequal in num-
ber, can continue to carry on the bufinefs to a fuccelsful iffue. The
contrary opinion has been held, which, if verified, will make it the in-
tereft of the parties again to coalefce ; for neither is deficient in capital
to fupport their obftinacy in a lofing trade, as it is not to be fuppofed
that either will yield on any other terms than perpetual participation.

It will not be fuperfluous in this place, to explain the gene;al mode of
carrying on the fur trade.

The agents are obliged to order the neceflary goods from England
in the month of O&ober, eighteen months before they can leave Mon-
treal; that is, they are not fhipped from London until the {pring fol-

lowing,
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lowing, when they arrive in Canada in the fummer. In the courle of
the following winter they are made up into fuch articles as are required
for the favages; they are then packed into parcels of ninety pounds
weight each, but cannot be fent from Montreal until the May following ;
fo that they do not get to market until the enfuing winter, when they are
exchanged for furs, which come to Montreal the next fall, and from
thence are fhipped, chiefly to London, where they are not fold or paid
for before the fucceeding {pring, or even as late as June; which is forty-
two months after the goods were ordered in Canada; thirty-fix after
they had been fhipped from England, and twenty-four after they had
been forwarded from Montreal ; {o that the merchant, allowing that he
has twelve months credit, does not receive a return to pay for thofe

goods, and the neceffary expences attending them, which is about equal

to the value of the goods themfelves, till two years after they are con-
fidered as cafh, which makes this a very heavy bufinefs. There is even
a fmall proportion of it that requires twelve months longer to bring
round the payment, owing to the immenfe diftance it is carried, and from
the fhortnefs of the feafons, which prevents the furs, even after they are
colletted, from coming out of the country for that period.

* This will be better illuftrated by the following ftatement :

‘We will fuppofe the goods for 1798 ;

The orders for the goods are fent to this country - 25th O&. 1746.
They are fhipped from London - - March 1797.
They arrive in Montreal - - - June 1797.
They are made up in the courfe of that fummer and winter. |
They are fent from Montreal - - - - . May 1798,
They arrive in the Indian country, and are exchanged for furs the following winter 1798-g.
‘Which furs come to Montreal - - - - - Sept. 1799.
And are fhipped for London, where they are fold in March and April, and paid

for in May or June - - - - - - 1800.

The
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The articles neceffary for this trade, are coarfe wéoﬂ'en cloths of dif-
fereat kinds; milled blankets of different fizes; arms and ammunition;
twift and carrot tobacco; Manchefter goods; linens, and coarfe fheet-
ings; thread, lines and twine; common hardware; cutlery and iron-
mongery of feveral dcfcripﬁoas; kettles of brafs and copper, and fheet-
iron; filk and cotton handkerchiefs; hats, fhoes and hofe; ‘calicoes and
printed cottons, &c. &c. &e. Spirituous liquors and provifions are
purchafed in Canada. Thef, and the expence of tranfport toard from
the Indian country, ineluding wages to-clerks, interpreters, giiles, and
canoe-men, with the expence of making up the goods for the markct‘
form. abouc half the annueak amounbagamﬂ: the advent’ufe T

This expenditure in Canada. ulumately tends to. thr. encouragement of
Britilh manufattory, for thofe who are employed in the different.
branches of this bufinefs, are enabled by thcn' gains to: purchafc fuch-
Britith, articles as they muft otherwife foxego. ,

The produce of the year of whu:h I am now f] peakmg, conEI{ed of thc
following ﬁn-s and peltries :

IOG,QQOTB;averjﬂqns,‘ 5 ~ 6ooo, Lyax {kins,., ,
2180 Bear {kins; 600 ,Wolverine-ﬂeins,_’ .
1500 Fax fkins, . 1650 Fifher.fkins,

4000 Kitt.Fox fkins, | 100 - Rackoon fkins,.
4600 Otter fkins, 3800 Wolf {kins,
17,000 Mufquafh fkins, 700 Elk {kins,

82,900, Marten fkins, 750 Deer fkins,

. 1599 Mink fkins, 1200 Deer fkigs, dteﬂ'ed;
500 Buﬂ'alo robes, and a quantity of caftorum.
' d
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~ Of thele were diverted from the Britifh market, being fent through the
United States to China, 13,364 fkins, fine beaver, weighing 19283 pounds;
1230 fine otters, and 1724 kitt foxes. They would have found their
way to the China market at any rate, but this deviation from the Britifh
channel arofe from the following circumftance :

An adventure of this kind was undertaken, by a refpetable houfe in-
London, half concerned with the North-Weft Company in the year
1792. The furs were of the beft kind, and fuitable to the market; and
the gdvcn;@re:s continued this connexion for five fueceffive years, to
the annual amount . of forty thoufand pounds. At the winding up of
the concern of 1792, 1793, 1794, 1795, in the year 1797, (the adven-
. ture of 17g6 not bemg included, as the furs were not fent to China, but
difpofed of in London),” the North-Weft Company experienced a lofs
of upwards of £ 40,000 (thelr half,) which was principally owing to the
difficulty of getting home the produce pfocnrcd in return for the furs
- from China, in the Eaft India Company’s fhips, together with the duty
payable, and the various reftriGions of that company. threa:s, from
America there are no impediments; they get immediately to market,
and the produce of them is brought back, and perﬁips foldin the courle
of twelve. months.. From fuch advantages the furs of Canada will no
doubt find their way to China by America, which would not be the
cafe if Britifh {ubjefls had the fame pnv:lcges that are allowed to
foreigners, as Lohdon would then be found the beft aqd fafeft market.

But to return to-our principal fubjett.—We fhall now procéed to
confiderthe number of men employed in the concern'; viz. fifty clerks,

feventy-
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feventy-one interpreters and clerks, one thoufand one hundred” and
twenty canoe men, and thirty-five guides. Of thefe, five clerks; eighteen
guides, and three hundred and fifty canoe men, were employed for the

fummer feafon in going from Montreal to the Grande Portage, in

canoes, part of whom proceeded from thence to Rainy Lake, as will be
hereafter explained, and are called Pork-eaters, or Goers and Comers.
Thefe were hired in Canada or Montreal, and were abfent from the 1ft of

' May till the latter end of September. Fér! this trip the guides had
from eight hundred to a thoufand livres, ‘and a fuitable equipment;
the foreman and fteerfman from fobr to fix hundréd livees; the middle-
men from two hundred and fifiy to three hundred and fifty livres, with
-an equipment of one blanket, one fhirt, and one pair of trowfers; and
were maintained during that period at the expence of their employers.
Independent ‘of -their wages, they were allowed to traffic, and many of
thém earned to the amount of their wages.  ‘About one third of thefe went
to winter, and had more than double the above wages and equipment.
All the others were hired by the year, and fome times for three years; and
of the clerks many were apprentices, who were generally engaged for five
or feven years, for which they had only one hundred pounds, provifion
and clothing. Such of them who could not be provided for as: partners;
at the expiration of this time, were allowed from one hundred pounds-to
three hundred pounds per annum, with all neceflaries, till provifion was
made for them. Thofe who ated in the two-fold capacity of clerk and:
interpreter, or were fo denominated, had no other éxpe&atiog‘.dnn the
payment of wages to the amount of from one thoufand to four thoufand
livres per annum, with clothing and provifions. The guides, who are a-
very ufeful fet of men, ated alfo in the additional capacity of idterpreters,’
d 2 and
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and had a flated quantity of goods, cohfidered as fufficient for their
wants, their wages being from one to three theufand livres. The canoe
men are of two defcriptiens, foremen and {leerfmen, and middlemen.
The two firlt were allowed annually one thoufand two hundred, and the
latter four hundred, livres each. The firft clafs had what 1s called an
equipment, confifting of two blankets, two fhirts; two pair of trowfers,
two bandkerchiefs, fourteen pounds of carrot tobacco, and {ome trifling
anticles. The latter had ten pounds of tobacco, and all the other arti-
cles : thofe are called North Men, or Winterers; and to the laft clafs of
people ‘were attached upwards of feven humdred Indian women and

children, vi€tnalled at the expence of the company.

~ This firft clafs of people are hired in Montreal five months before they
fet out, and receive their equipments, and one third of their wages in
advance; and an adequate idea of the labour they underge may be
‘formed from the following account of the country through which they
pafs, and their manner of proceeding.

-The neceflary number of canoes being purchafed, at about three hun-
dred livres each, the goods formed into packages, and the lakes and
pivers free of ice, which they wfually are in the begiming of May, they
are then difpatched from La Chipe, eight rnil? above Montr;:d, with
eight or ten men in each canoe, and their baggage; and fixty-five pack-
ages of goods, fix hundred weight of bifcuit, two hundred weight of
pork, three bufhels of peafe, for the men’s provifion; two oil cloths to

. cover the goods, a fail, &c. an axe, a towing-line, a kettle, and a fponge

10 bail out the water, with a quantity of gum, bark, and watape, to
' ‘ repair
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repair the veffel. An European on feeing one of thefe flehder veflels thus
laden, heaped up, and funk with her gunwale within fix inches of the
water; would think his fate inevitable in fuch a boat, when he reflefted
on the nature of her voyage; but the Cattadians are. fo éxpert that few

accidents happen. -

Leaving La Chine, they proceed to St. Ann’s, within two miles of
the Weftern extremity of the ifland of Montreal, the lake of the two
mountains being in fight, which. may be termed the commeneement of
the Utawas River. At the rapid of St. Ann they are obliged to take
out part, if not the whole of their lading. It is from this fpot that the
Canadians confider they take their departure, as it poffefles the laft church
on the ifland, which is dedicated to the tutelar faint of voyagers.

_ The lake of the.two mountaing is about twenty miles long, but net
" more than three widé, and furrounded by coltivated fields, exéépt the
Seignory belonging to the clergy, though nominally in poileflion of the twor
tribes of Iroquois and Algonquins, whofe village is fituated on a delightful
point of land under the hills, which, by the title of mountains, give a mame
to the lake.  Near the extremity of the point their church is built, which
divides the village in two parts, forming a regular angle along the water
fide. On the Eaft is the ﬂa e Alg s, and on the Weft,

one of the Iroquois, confifting of about five hundred warriors.

Each party has its mifliomary, and divine worfhip is performed accord-
ing to the rites of the Roman Catholic religion, in their refpettive lan- |
guages in the fame chusch: and fo affiducus have their paftors been,
that thele people have been infirulled i reading and writing in their

own
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own language, and are better inftruted than the Canadian inhabitants of
the country of the lower ranks; but notwithftanding thefe advantages,
and though the eflablifhment is nearly coeval with the colonization ot
the country, they do not advance towards a ftate of civilization, but re-
tain their ancient habits, language, and cuftoms, and are becoming every
day more depraved, indigent, and infignificant. The country around -
them, though very capable of cultivation, prefents only a few miferable
patches of ground, fown.by the women with maize and vegetables.
During the winter feafon;ihey leave their habitations, and pious paftors,
to follow the chafe, aceording to the cuftom of their forefathers. Such
1s, indced, the ftate of all the villages near the cultivated parts of Canada.
But we fhall now leave them to proceed on our voyage. .
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At the end of the lake the water contra@s into the Utawas River,
which, after a courfe of fifteen miles, is mterrupted by a fucceflion of
rapids and. cafcades for upwards of ten miles, at the foot of which the-
Canadian Seignories terminate; and all above them  were wafte land,
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till the conclufion of the American war, when they were furveyed by
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order of government, and granted to the officers.and. men of the ecighty-
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fourth regiment, when reduced; but principally to the former, and
conflequently little inhabited, though very capable of cultivation. ..

The voyagers are frequently obliged to unload their canoes, and
carry the goods upon their backs, or rather fufpended in {lings from
their heads. Each man’s ordinary load is two packages, though fome
carry three. Here the canoe is towed by a firong line. There are fome
places where the ground will not admit of their carrying the whole;

~ they
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they then make two trips, that is, leave half their lading, and go and

land it at the diftance required; and then return for that which was

left. In this diftance are three carrying-places, the length of whiche
depends in a great meafure upon the flate of the water, whether higher

or lower; from the laft of thele the river is about a mile and an half
wide, and has a regular current for about fixty miles, when it ends at

the firft Portage de Chaudiere, where the body of water falls twenty-five

feet, over cragged, excavated rocks, in a moft wild, romantic manner.

At a fmall diftance below, is the river Rideau on the left, falling

over a perpendicular' rock, near forty feet high, in one fheet, afluming
the appearance of a curtain; and from which circumftance it derives its

name. To this extent the lands have been furveyed, as before obferved,
and are very fit for culture. Méhy loyalifts are fettled upon the river
Rideau, and have, I am told, thriving planiations. Some American
families preferring the Britifh territory, have alfo eftablifhed themfelves
along a river on the oppofite fide, where the foil'is excellent.  Nor do
I think the period is far diftant, when the lands will become fettled
from this vxcmlty to Momreal T

Over this portage, which is fix hundred and forty-three paces long, the
canoe and all the lading is carried. The rock is fo fteep and difficult of
accefs, that it requires twelve men to take the canoe out of the water: Dt

is then carred by fix men, two at each end on the fame. fide, and two
under the‘oppofite gunwale in the middle. From hente to the next is but
a fhort diftance, in which they make two trips over the fecond Portage de
Chaudiere, which is feven hundred paces, to carry the loading alone. .
F rom hgncc to the next and laft Chaudiere, or Portage des Chenes, is about

fix
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fix miles, with a very ftrong current, where the goods are carried feven
hundred and forty paces; the canoe being towed up by the line, when
the water is not \}ery bigh. We now enter Lac des Chaudieres, which
is computed to be thirty. miles in Icngth. Though §t is called a lake,
there is a ﬁrong'ﬁ’ra\ug’ht downwards, and its hreadth is from two to four
miles. At the end of this is the Portage des Chats, over which the canoe
aud lading are carried two hundred and [eventy-four paces; and very dif-
ficult it is for the former. The river is hese barred by a ridge of black

ngk@, riﬁng in pinnacjes ang covered with wood, which, from the fmall

quantity of {oil that nourifhes it, is low and ftinted. The river finds its
wayover and through thefe rorks, in numerous channels, falling fifkcen feet
and npwards. From hence two trips are made through a ferpentine chan-
nel, formed by the rocks, for feveral nwles, when the current flackens, and,
is accordingly called, the Lake des Chats. At the chanaels of the grand
Calumet, which are computed 10 be a, the diftange of eighteen miles, the
current recovers its ﬁrqqﬁtl}, and proceads to the Portage Dufort, which
is two hundred and forty-five paces long; over which the cance and
baggage are tranfported. From hence the, current. becomes. more: rapid,
and requires two trips to the Décharge des Sables®, where the goods
are carried one hundred apd thisty-five ‘paces, and the. canoe towed.

~Then follows the Mountain Portage, where th; canoe, and. lading

are allo carried three hundred and eighty-five paces; then to, the

Décharge of the Derigé where the goods are carricd. two hupdred and,
fifty paces; and thence to. the grand Calumer, This,is, the longeft

* The place where the goods alone are carried, is called a Décharge, apd that where 8°°d‘ and canoes
2 hoth tranfported, overland, is denominated s Portage. P : AR

"'c_aéyih"g-:
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carrying-place in this river, and is about two thoufand and thirty-five
paces. It is a high hill or mountain. From the upper part of this Por-
tage the current is fteady, and is only a branch of the Utawas River,
which joins the main channel, that keeps a more Southern courfe, at the
diftance of twelve compated leagues. Six leagues further it forms Lake
Coulonge, which is about four leagues inlength: from thence it proceeds
through the channels of the Allumettes to the Portage, where part of the
lading is taken out, and carfied three hundred and forty-two paces.
Then fucceeds the Portage des Allumettes, which is but twenty-five
paces, over a rock difficult of accefs, and but a very fhort diftance from
Lake Coulonge. From Portage de Chenes to this {pot, is a fine deer-
hunting country, and the land in many parts very fit for cultivation.
From hence the river fpreads wide, and is full of iflands, with fome cur-
rent for feven leagues, to the beginning of Riviere Creufe, ot Deep River,
which runs in the form of a canal, about a mile and an half wide, for
about thirty-fix miles ; bounded upon the North by very high rocks,
with low land on the South, and fandy ; it is intercepted again by falls
and catarals, fo that the Portages of the two Joachins almoft join.
The firft is nine hundred and twenty-fix paces, the next feven hundred
and twenty, and both very bad roads. From hence is a fleady current of
nine miles to the River du Moine, where there has generally been a trad-
ing houfe ; the ftream then becomes ftrong for four leagues, when a rapid
fucceeds, which requires two trips. Alittle way onward is the bécharge,
and clofe to 1t, the Portage of the Rocke Capitaine, feven hundred and
ninety-feven paces in length. From hence two trips are made through
a narrow channel of the Roche Capitaine, made by an ifland four miles
in length. A firong current.now fucceeds, for about fix Jeagues to the

e Portage
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Portage of the two rivers, which is about eight hundred and twenty
paces; from thence it is three leagues to the Décharge of the Trou,
which is three hundred paces. Near adjoiningis the rapid of Levellier;
from whence, including the rapids of Matawoen, where there is no
carrying-place, it 1s about thirty-ix miles to the forks of the fame name;
in Jatitude 46%.- North, and longitude 783. Weft, and is at the computed
diftance of four hundred miles from Montreal.; At this place the Petite
Riuviere fajls into the .,Utawas. The latter comes in a North-Wefterly
diretlion, forming feveral lakes in its courfe. The principal of them is
Lake Temelcamang, where there has always been a trading poft, which
may. be faid to contihue, by a fucceffion of rivers and lakes, upwards of
fifty leaguas from the Forks, pafling near the waters of the Lake
Abbitiby, in-latitude 48;. which is received by the Moofe River, that
empties itfelf into James Bay.

The Pc'titeARivierledté.kes a South7W¢ﬁ direttian, is full of rapids and
catarafts to its fource, and is not more than fifteen leagues in length, in

the courfe of which are the following interruptions—The Portage of
Plein Champ, three hundred and nineteen paces; the Décharge of the
Rofe, one hundred and forty-five paces; the Décharge of Campion, one
hundred and eighty-four paces ; the Portage of the Groffe Roche, one
hundred and fifty paces; the Portage of Parefleux, four hundred and
two paces; the Portage of Priarie, two hundred.and eighty-feven paees;
the Portage of La Cave, one bundred paces; Portage of Talon, two
hundred and. feventy-five paces; which, for its ‘length, is the worft on
the communication; Portage Pin de Mufique, four hundred and fifty-
fix paces, where many men have been cruthed to death by the

‘ canoes,
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éanoes, and others have received irrecoverable injuries. Thelaft in this

tiveris the Turtle Portage, eighty-three paces, on entering the lake-of
that name, where, indeed, the river may be faid to takeits fource. From
the firf} va’f;e to the great river, the country has the app&aiance of having
been oyer-run by fire, and confifts in general of huge rocky hills. * The
whole diftance which is the height of land, between the waters of the
St. Laurence and the Utawas, is one thoufand-five hundred and thirteen
-paces to‘'a {mall canal in a plain, that is juft fufficient to carry the
Joaded canoe about one mile to the next vafe, which i$ feven hundred
and twenty-five paces. ".It would be twice this diftance, but the narrow
creek is dammed in the beaver fafhion, to float the canoes to this barrier,
through which they pafs, when .the river is juft fufficient to bear them
through a fwamp of two miles to the laft vafe, of one. thoufand
and twenty-four paces in length. Thoughthe river is increafed in this
part, fome care is neceflary to avoid rocks antt ftumps of trees. Inabout
fix miles is the lake Nepifingui, which is computed to be twelve leagues
Jong, though the route of the canoes is fomething more: it is about fif-
teen miles wide in the wideft part, and bounded with rocks. Its inha-
bitants confift of the remainder of a numerous converted tribe, called
Nepifinguis of the Algonquin nation. Out of it flows the: Riviere des
Frangois, over rocks of a confiderable height. In a bay ‘to the Eaft of
this, the road leads oversthe Portage of the Chaudiere des Frangois, five
hundred and forty-four pades; to flill water. It muft have acquiréd thé
name of Kettle, from a great number of holes ‘in ‘the folid rock ‘of ‘&
cylindrical form, and not unlike that culiné'ry utenfil.  They are obferv-
able in many parts along ftrong bodies of water, and where, at cértain
{ealons, and diftinél: periods, it is well known the-water inundates; at
' e2 ' the
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the bottom of them are generally found a number of fmall flones and
pebbles. This circumitance juftifies the conclufion, that at fome former
period thefe rocks formed the bed of a branch of the difcharge of this
lake, although fome of them are upwards of ten fect above the prefens
level of the water at_,its greateft height. They are, indeed, to be feen in
every lake and river throughout this wide extended country. The
French river is very irregular, both as to its breadth and form, and is fo
inter{perfed with iflands, that in the whole courfe of it the banks are fel-
dom vifible. .Of its various channels, that which is generally followed
by the canoes is obftrutted by the following Partages, viz. des Pins,
fifty-two paces; Feaufille, thirty-fix pacesy Parifienne, one hundred
paces; . Recolet, forty-five ‘paces; and the Petite Feaufille, twenty-five
paces. In feveral parts there are guts or channels, where the water
flows with great velocity, which are not moré than twice the breadth of
a canoe. .The diftance to Lake Huron is eftimated at twenty-five
leagues, which this river enters in the latitude 45. 53. North, that is, at
the point of Jand three or four miles within the lake. There is hardly
a foot of foil to be feen from one end of the French river to the other,
its banks confifting of hills of eatire rock. The coaft of the lake is the
fame, but lower, backed at fome diftance by high lends. The courfe runs
through numerous iflands to the North of Weft to the river Teffalon,
computed to be about fifty leagues from the French river, and which I
_ found to be in latitude 46. 12, 21. North; and from thence croffing, from
fland 1o ifland, the arm of the lake that receives the water' of Lake
Superior (which continues the fame courfe), the route changes to the
South of Weft ten leagues to the Detour, paffing the end of the ifland of
St. Joleph, within fix-miles of the former place. On that ifland there

' has
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has been a military eftablilhment fince the upper pofts were given up to
the Americans in the year 1794; and is the Wefternmoft military
pofition which we have in this country. -t is a place of no trade, and
the greater part, if not the whole of the Indians, come here for no other
purpofe but to receive the prefents which our government annually
allows them. They are from the American territory (except about
thirty families, who are the inhabitants of the lake from the French river,
and of the Algonquin nation) and trade in their peltries, as they ufed
formerly to do at' Michilimakinac, but principally with Britifh fubjets.
The Americans pay them very little attention, and tell them that they
keep pofleflion of their country by right of conqueft: that, as their
brothers, they will be friends with them while they deferve it; and thas
their traders will bring them every kind of goods they require, which
they may procure by, their induftry.

" Our commanders treat themina very different manner, and, under the
charatter of the reprefentatives of their father; (which parental title the
natives give to his prefent Majefty, the common father of all his people})
prefent them with fuch things as the a€tual ftate of their flores will
allow.

How far this condu, if continued, may, at a future exigency, keep
thefe people in our intereft, if they are even worthy of it, is not an object
of my prefent confideration: at the fame time, I cannot avoid expref-
fing my perfeét conviétion, that it would not be of the leaft advantage
to our prefent or future commerce in that country, or to the people
themfelves; as it only tends to keep many of them in a flaw of idlenefs

~ about
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about our military eftablifhments. The ammunition which they receive
is employed to kill game, in order to procure rum in return, though their
families may be in a ftarving condition : hence it is, that, in confequence
of flothful and diffolute lives, their numbers are in a very perceptible
ftate of diminution.

From the Detour to the ifland of Michilimakinac, at the confluence of

the Lakes Huron and Michigan, inlatitude 45. 54. North is about forty-
miles. To keep the direét courfe to Lake Superior, the north fhore
from the river Teflalon fhould be followed ; croffing to the North-Weft
end of St. Jofeph, and paffing between it and the adjacent iflands, which
makes a diftance of fifty miles to the fall of St. Mary, at the foot of
which, upon the South fhore, there is a village, forrfxerly a place of great
refort for the inhabitants of Lake Superior, and confequently of confi-
derable trade: it is now, however, dwindled to nothing, and reduced
to about thirty families, of the Algonquin nation, who are one half of
the year ftarving, and the other half intoxicated, and ten or twelve Ca-
nadians, who have been in the Indian country from an early period of
life, and intermarried with the natives who have brought them families.
Their inducement to fettle there, was the great quantity of white fifh
that are to be taken in and about the falls, with very little trouble, par-
ticularly in the autumn, when that fifh leaves the lakes, and comes to
the running and fhallow waters to fpawn. Thefe, when falt can be pro-
cured, ‘are pickled juft as the froft fets in, and prove very good food with
potatoes, which they have of late cultivated with fuccefs. The natives
live chiefly on this fith, which they hang up by the tails, and preferve
throughout the winter, or at leaft as long as they laft; for whatever

- quantity
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quantity they may have taken, it is never known that their ceconomy
is fuch as to make them laft through the winter, which renders their
fituation very diftrefling ; for if they had altivity {ufficient to purfue the
labours of the chale, the woods are become fo barren of game as to
afford them no great profpett of relief. In the fpring of the year they,
and the other inhabitants, make a quantity of fugar from the maple tree,
which they exchange with the traders for neceflary articles, or carry it
to Michilimakinac, where they expett a better price. One of thefe
traders was agent for the North-Weft Compény,. receiving, ftoring, and
forwarding fuch articles as come by the way of the lakes upon their
veflels: for it is to be obferved, that a quantity of their goods are fent
by that route from Montreal in boats to Kingfton, at the entrance of
Lake Ontario, and from thence in veflels to Niagara, then over. land ten
miles to a water communication, by boats, to Lake Erie, where they
are again received into veflels, and carried over that lake up the river
Detroit, through the lake and river Sinclair to Lake Huron, and from
thence to the Falls of St. Mary’s, when they are again landed and carried
for a mile above the falls, and fhipped over Lake Superior to the Grande
Portage. This is found-to be a lefs expenfive method . than by canoes,
but attended with more rifk, and requiring more time, than one fhort
feafon of this country will admit ; for the goods are always fent from
Montreal the preceding fall; and befides, the company get the whole
of their provifions from Detroit, as flour and Indian corn; as alfo
confiderable fupplies from Michilimakinac of maple fugar, tallow,
" gum, &c. &c.

For the purpofe of conveying all thefe things, they _have’ two veflels
upon
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upon the Lakes Erie and Huron, and one on Lake Superior, of from fifey
to feventy tons burthen. This being, therefore, the depot for tranfports,
the Montreal canoes, on their arrival, were forwarded over Lake Superior,
with only five men in each; the others were fent to Michilimakinac
for additional canoes, which were required to profecute the trade, and
then take a lading there, or at St. Mary’s, and follow the others. At
length they all arrive at the Grande Portage, which is one hundred and
fixty leagues from St. Mary’s, and fituated on a pleafant bay on the North
fide of the lake, in latitude 48. North and longitude go. Weft from Green-
wich, where the compafs has not above five degrees Eaft variation.

At the entrance of the bay is an ifland which fcreens the harbour from
every wind except the South. The fhallownefs of the water, however,
renders it neceffary for the veflel to anchor near a mile from the fhore,
where there is not more than fourteen feet water. This lake juftifies the
name that has been given to it: the Falls of St. Mary, which is its
Northern extremity, being in latitude 46. 31. North, and in longitude
84 Weft, where there is no variation of the compafs whatever, while its
Southern extremity, at the River St. Louis, is in latitude 46. 45. North,
and longitude g2. 10. Weft: its greateft breadth is one hundred and
twenty miles, and its circumference, including its various bays, is not lefs
than one thoufand two hundred miles. Along its North thore is the fafeft
navigation, as it is a continued mountainous embankment of rock, from
three hundred to one thoufand five hundred feet in height. There are
numerous coves and fandy bays to land, which are frequently fheltered
by, iflands from the fiwell of the lake. This is particularly the cafe at
the diftance of one hundred miles to the Eaftward of the Grande Portage,
and is called the Pays Plat.

This
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This feems to have been caufed by fome convulfion of nature, for
many of the iflands difplay a compofition of lava, intermixed with
round flones of the fize of a pigeon’s egg. The furrounding rock is
generally bard, and of a dark blue-grey, though it frequently has the
appearance of ironand copper. The South fide of the lake, from Point
Shagoimigo Eaft, is almoft a continual ftraight line of fandy beach, in-
ter{perfed with rocky precipices of lime-flones, fometimes rifing to an '
hundred feet in height, without a bay. The embankments from that
point Weftward are, in general, of ftrong clay, mixed with fiones, which
renders the navigation irkfome and dangerous. = On ‘the fame fide,
at the River Tonnagan, is found a quantiiy of virgin copper. The
Americans, foon after they got pofleffion of that country, fent an en-
gineer thither; and I fhould not be furprifed to hear of their employing
people to work the mine. Indeed, it might be wdﬂzrthy the attention

of the Britifh fubje@s to work the mines on@s North coaft, though
they are not {uppofed to be fo rich as thofe on the South. :

Lake Superior is the largeft and moft magnificent body of frefh water
in the world: it is clear and pellucid, of great depth, and abounding in
a great variety of fifh, which are the moft excellent of their kind. There
are trouts of three kinds, weighing from five to fifty pounds, fturgeon,
pickerel, pike, red and white carp, black bafs, herrings, &c. &c. and the
laft and beft of all, the Ticamang, or white fifh, which weighs from.
four to fixteen pounds, and is of a fuperior quality in thefe waters.

This lake may be denominated the grand refervoir of the River
St. Laurence, as no confiderable rivers difcharge themfelves into it.

3 \ The
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The principal ones are, the St. Louis, the Nipigon, the Pic, and the
Michipicoten. Indeed, the extent of country from which any of them
flow, or take their courfe, in any direftion, cannot admit of it, in confe-
quence of the ridge of land that feparates them from the rivers that
empty themfelves into Hudfon’s-Bay, the gulph of Mexico, and the
waters that fall in Lake Michegan, which afterwards hecome a part of
the St. Laurence.

This vaft calle@ion of water is often covered with fog, particularly
when the wind is from the Eaft, which, driving againft the high barren
rocks on the North and Weft fhore, diffolves in torrents of rain. It
is very generally faid, that the ftorms on this lake are denoted by a {well
on the preceding day ; but this circumftance did not appear from my
obfervation to be a regular phenomenon, as the fwells more frequently
{ubfided without any {ubfequent wind.

Along the furrounding rocks of this immenfe lake, evident marks

appear of the decreale of its water, by the lines obfervable along them.
The fpace, however, between the higheft and the loweft, is not fo great
as in the {maller lakes, as it does not amount to, more than fix feet, the
former being very faint.

The inhabitants that are found along the coaft of this water, are all of
the Algonquin nation, the whole of which do not exceed 150 families.*

* In the year 1668, when the firlt miffionaries vifited the South of this lake, they found the
country full of inhabitants. They relate, that, about this time a band of the Nepifingues, who were
converted, emigrated to the Nipigon country, which is to the North of Lake Superior, Few of their
defcendants are now remaining, and not a trace of the religion communicated to them is to be

dilcoverad.
Thefe
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Thefe people live chiefly on fifh; - indeed, from what has been faid
of the country, it cannot be expefled to abound in animals, as it is
totally deftitute of that thelter, which is fo neceflary to them. The
rocks appear to have been over-run by fire, and the ftinted timber,
which once grew there, is frequently feen lying along the furface of
them: but it is not eafy to be reconciled, that any thing fhould
grow where there is fo little appearance of foil. Between the fallen
trees there are briars, with hurtleberry and goofeberry buthes, rafp-
berries, &c. which invite the bears in greater or lefler numbers, as
they are a favourite food of that animal: beyond thefe rocky banks
are found a few moofe and fallow deer. The waters alone are abun-
dantly inhabited.

A véry curious phenomenon was obferved fome years ago atthe Grande
Portage, for which no obvious caufe could be affigned. The water
withdrew with great precipitation, leaving the ground dry that had
never before been vifible, the fall being equal to four perpendicular feet,
and rufhing back with great velocity above the common mark. k con-
tinued thus falling and rifing for feveral hours, gradually decreafing
tll it flopped at its ufual height. There is frequently an irregular
influx and deflux, which does not exceed ten inches, and is attributed
to the wind.

The bottom of the bay, which forms an amphitheatre, is clear and
inclofed ; and on the left corner of it, beneath an hill, three or four
hundred feet in height, and crowned by others of a fliil greater altitude

fz is
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is the fort, picketed in with cedar pallifadoes, and inclofing houfes built
with wood and covered with fhingles. They are calculated for every
convenience of trade, as well as to accommodate the proprietors and
clerks during their fhort refidence there. The North men live under
tents : but the more frugal pork-eater lodges beneath his canoe. The foil
- immediately bordering on the lake has not proved very propitious, as
nothing but potatoes have been found to anfwer the trouble of cultiva-
tion. This circumftance is probably owing to the cold damp fogs of the
lake, and the moifture of the ground from the fprings that iffue from
beneath the hills. There are meadows in the vicinity that yield abun-
dance of hay for the cattle; but, as to agriculture, it has not hitherto
been an objett of ferious confideration.

I fhall now leave thefe geographical notices, to give fome further
account of the people from Montreal.—When they are arrived at the
Grande Portage, which is near nine miles over, each of them has
to carry eight packages of fuch goods and provifions as are neceffary for
the interior country. This is a labour which cattle cannot conveniently
perform in fummer, as both horfes and oxen were tried by the company
without fuccels. They are only ufeful for light, bulky articles; or for
tranfporting upon {ledges, during the winter, whatever goods may remain

there, efpecially provifion, of which it is ufual to have a year’s ftock on
hand.

Having finifhed this toilfome part of their duty, if more goods are ne-
ceflary to be tranfported, they are allowed a Spanith dollar for each

package:
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package: and fo inured are they to this kind of labour, that I have
known fome of them fet off with two packages of ninety pounds each,
and return with two others of the fame weight, in the courfe of fix hours,
being a diftance of eighteen miles over hills and mountains. This
neceflary part of the bufinels being over, if the feafon be early they
have fome refpite, but this depends upon the time the North men begin
to arrive from their winter quarters, which they commonly do early in
July. At this period, it is neceflary to felett from the pork-eaters, a
number of men, among whom are the recruits, or winterers, fufficient
to man the North canoes neceflary to carry, to the river of the rainy
lake, the goods and provifion requifite for the Athabafca country ; as the
people of that country, (owing to the fhortnefs of the feafon and length
of the road, ¢an come no further), are equipped there, and exchange
ladings with the people of whom we are fpeaking, and both return
from whence they came. This voyage is performed in the courfe

of a month, and they are allowed proportionable wages for their
fervices.

The north men being arrived at the Grande Portage, are regaled
with bread, pork, butter, liquor, and tobacco, and fuch as have not en-
tered into agreements during the winter, which is cuftomary, are con-
trafted with, to return and perform the voyage for one, two, or three
years: their accounts are alfo fettled, and fuch as choole to fend any. of
their earnings to Canada, receive drafts to tranfmit to their relations or
friends: and as foon as they can be got ready, which requxres no more
than a fortnight, they are again difpatched to their refpeflive depart-

ments.
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ments. It is, indeed, very creditable to them as fervants, that though
they are fometimes aflembled to the number of twelve hundred men, in-
dulging themfelves in the free ufe of liquor, and quarrelling with each
other, they always fhew the greateft refpett to their employers, who
are comparatively but few in number, and beyond the aid of any legal
power to enforce due obedience. In fhort, a degree of fubordination
can only be maintained by the good opinion thefe men entertain of their
employers, which has been uniformly the cafe, fince the trade has been
formed and condutted on a regular fyflem.

The people being difpatched to their refpeftive winter quarters,
the agents from Montreal, affified by their clerks, prepare to return
there, by getting the furs acrofs the portage, and re-making them
into packages of one hundred pounds weight each, to fend them to
Montreal; where they commonly arrive about the month of Sep-
~ tember.

. The mode of living at the Grande Portage, is as follows: The pro-
prietors, clerks, guides, and interpreters, mefs together, to the number
of fometimes an hundred, at feveral tables, in .one large hall, the pro-
vifion confifting of bread, falt pork, beef, hams, fith, and venifon, but-
ter, peas, Indian corn, potatoes, tea, {pirits, wine, &c. and plenty of
milk, for which purpofe feveral milch cows are conftantly kept. The
mechanics have rations of fuch provifion, but the canoe-men, both from
the North and Montreal, have no other allowance here, or in the voyage,

than Indian com and melted fat, The corn for this purpofe is pre-
| pared
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pared before it leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a firong alkali, which
takes off the outer hufk ; it is then well walhed, and carefully dried upon
ftages, when it 1s fit forufe. One quart of this is boiled for two hours, over
a_moderate fire, in a gallon of water; to which, when it has boiled a
ﬁ;mll time, are added two ounces of melted {uet; this caufes the corn
to {plit, and in the time mentioned makes a pretty thick pudding. If to
this is added a little falt, (but not before it is boiled, as it vgou!d inter-
rupt the operation), it makes an wholefome, palatablg food, and eafy of
digeftion. This quantity is fully fufficient for a man’s fubfiftence
during twenty-four hours; though it is not fufﬁciendy.hr:artening to
fuftain the ftrengthmeceffary for a flate of aftive labour. The Ame-
ricans call this difh hominee®,

The trade from the Grande Portage, is, in fome particulars, carried on

in a different manner with that from Montreal. 7The canoes ufed in
the latter tran{port are now too large for the former, and fome of about
half the fize are procured from the natives, and are navigated by four,
five, or fix men, according to the diftance which they have togo. 7They
carry a lading of ‘about thirty-five packagcs, on an average; of thele
twenty-three are for the purpole of trade, and the reft are employed for
provifions, ftores, and baggage. In each of thefe canoes are a foreman
and fteerfman; the one to be always on the look out, and dire@ the
~paffage of the veﬂ"d; and the ot'er to attend the hclm. They al’ carry
her, whenever that office is neceffary. The foreman has the command,

® Cornisthe cheapelt provifion that can be procured, though from the expence of tran{iort,

the buthel cofts aboat tweunty filiegs Rerling, at the Grande Portage. A maa’s dailv allewa ce
Go2s not exceed ten-pence,

and
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and the middle-men obey both; the latter earn only two-thirds of the
wages which are paid the two former. Independent of thefe a conduétor
or pilot is appointed to every four or fix of thefe canoes, whom they
are all obliged  to obey; and is, or at leaft is intended to be, a perfon
of fuperior experience, for which he is proportionably paid.

In thefe canoes, thus loaded, they embark at the North fide of the
portage, on the river Au Tourt, which is very inconfiderable; and
after about two miles of a Wefterly courfe, is obftruted by the Par-
tridge Portage, fix hundred paces long. In the {pring this makes a con-
fiderable fall, when the water is high, over a perpendicular rock of one
hundred and twenty feet. From thence the river continues to be fhal-
low, and requires great care to prevent the bottom of the canoe from
being injured by fharp rocks, for a diftance of three miles and an half to
the Priarie, or Meadow, when half the lading is taken out, and carried
by part of the crew, while two of them are conduing the canoe among
the rocks, with the remainder, to the Carreboeuf Portage, three miles
and an half more, when they unload and come back two miles, and
embark what was left for the other hands to carry, which they alfo
land with the former; all of which is carried fix hundred and eighty
paces, and the canoe led up againft the rapid. From hence the water is
better calculated to carry canoes, and leads by a winding courfe to the
North of Weft three miles to the Outard Portage, over which the canoe,
and every thing in her, is carried for two thoufand four hundred paces.
At the further end is a very high hill to defcend, over which hangs a
rock upwards of feven hundred feet high. Then fucceeds the Outard

Lake, about fix miles long, lying in a North-Weft courfe, and about two
miles
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miles'wide ini the broadeft part. After palling a very fimall rivulet, they
come to the Elk Portage, over which the canoe and lading are again car-
ried one thoufand one hundred and twenty paces ; when they enter the lake
of the fame name, which is an handfome piece of water, running North- Weft
about four miles, and not more than one mile and an half wide*. They
then land at the Portage de Cerifle, over which, and in the face of a con-
fiderable hill, the canoe and cargo are again tranfported for one thou-
fand and fifty paces. This is only feparated from the fecond Portage .
de Cerife, by a mud-pond (where there is plenty of water lilies), of a
quarter of a mile in length; and this is again feparated by a fimilar pond,
from the laft Portage de Cerife, which is four hundred and ten paces.
Here the fame operation is to be performed for three hundred and eighty
paces. They next enter on the Mountain Lake, running North-Weft
by Wett fix miles long, and about two miles in its greatelt breadth, In
the centre of this lake, and to the right is the Old Road, by which I
never pafled; but an adequate notion may be formed of it from the
road I am going to defcribe, and which is univerfally preferred. This is
firft, the fmall new portage over which every thing is carried for fix
hundred and twenty-fix paces, over hills and gullies; the whole is then
embarked on a narrow line of water, that meanders South-Wefl about two
miles and an half. It is necefary to unload here, for the length of the
canoe, and then proceed Weft half a mile, to the new Grande Portage,
which is three thoufand one hundred paces in length, and over very rough
ground, which.requires the utmoft exertions of the men, and frequently

lames them: from hence they approach the Rofe Lake, the portage of

[} ‘- . " - . ’ .
Here is 2 mofl excellent fifhery for white fifh, which are exquifites

4 that
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that name being oppofite to the junétion of the road from the Mountain
Lake. They then embark on the Rofe Lake, about one mile from the
Eaft end of it, and fteer Welt by South, in an oblique courfe, acrofs it
two miles; then Weft-North-Wett paffing the Petite Perche to the Mar-
ten Portage three miles. In this part of the lake the bottom is mud and
{lime, with about three or four feet of water over it; and here I fre-
quently ftruck a canoe pole of twelve feet long, without meeting any other
obftrufion than if the whole were water: it has, however, a peculiar [t:
tion or attralive power, fo that it is difficult to paddle a canoe overi.
There is a {mall fpace along the South fhore, where the water is deep,
and this effe&t is not felt. In proportion to the diftance from this part,
the fufion becomes more powerful: I have, indeed been told that
loaded canoes have been in danger of being fwallowed up, and have only
owed their prefervation to other canoes, which were lighter. I have,
myfelf, found it very difficult to get away from this attrattive power, with
fix men, and great exertion, though they did not appear to be in any
danger of finking.

Over againft thisis a very high, rocky ridge, on the South fide, called
Marten Portage, which is but twenty paces long, and feparated from the
Perche Portage, which is four hundred and eighty paces, by a mud-pond,
covered with white lillies. From hence the courfe is on the lake of the
fame name, Weft-South-Weft three miles to the height of land, where
the waters of the Dove or Pigeon River terminate, and which is one of the
fources of the great St. Laurence in this diretion. Having carried
the canoe and lading over it, fix hundred and feventy-nine paces, they

| embark
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embark on the lake of Hauteur de Térre®, which is in the fhape of an
horfe-fhoe. Itis entered near the curve, and left at the extremity of
the Weftern limb, through a very fhallow channel, where the canoe
pafles half loaded for thirty paces with the current, which leads through
the fucceeding lakes and rivers, and difembogues itfelf, by the river
Nelfon, into Hudfon’s-Bay. The firft of thefe is Lac de pierres A fufil,
running Weft-South-Weft feven miles long, and two wide, and, making
an angle at North-WefRt one mile more, becomes a river for half a mile,
tumbling over a rock, and forming a fall and portage, called the Efcalier,
of fifty-five paces; but from hence it is neither lake or river, but pol-
fefles the charafler of both, and ends between large rocks, which caufe
a current or rapid, falling into a lake-pond for about two miles and an
half, Weft-North-Wett, to the portage of the Chevaldu Bois. Here the
canoe and contents are carried three hundred and eighty paces, between
rocks; and within a quarter of a mile is the Portage des Gros Pins,
which is fix hundred and forty paces overan highridge. The oppofite
fide of it is wathed by a fmall lake three miles round; and the courfe is
through the Eaft end or fide of it, three quarters of a mile North-Eaft,
where there is a rapid. An irregular, meandering channel, between
rocky banks, then fucceeds, for feven miles and an half, to the Maraboeuf
Take, which extends North four miles, and is three quarters of a mile
wide, terminating by a rapid and décharge, of one hundred and eighty
paces, the rock of Saginaga being in fight, which caufes a fall of about
feven feet, and a portage of fifty-five paces.

* The route which'We have been travelling hitherto, leads along the high rock)' land or bank of
Lake Superior on the left. The face of the country offersa wild feene of huge hills and rocks, feparated
by ftony vallies, lakes, and ponds. Wherever there is the leaft foil, it is well covered with trees.

ge Lake
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Lake Saginaga takes its names from its numerous Iflands. Its greateft
length from Eaft to Weft is about fourteen miles, with very irregular
inlets, is no where more than three miles wide, and terminates at the fmall

portage of La Roche, of forty-three paces. From thence is a rocky,

flony paffage of one mile, to Priarie Portage, which is very improperly
named, as there is no ground about it that anfwers to that defcrip-
tion, except a fmall fpot at the embarking place at the Weft end:
to the Eaft is an’entire ‘bog; and it is with great difficulty that the ‘
lading can be landed upon ftages, formed by driving piles into the mud,
and fpreading branches of trees over them. The portage rifes on a ftony
ridge, over which the canoe and cargo muft be carried for fix hundred
and eleven paces. This is fucceeded by an embarkation on a {mall
bay, where the bottom is the fame as has been defcribed in the Weft end
of Rofe Lake, and it is with great difficulty that a laden canoe is- worked
over it, but it does not comprehend more than a diftance of two hundred
yards. From hence the progrefs continues through irregular channels,
bounded by rocks, m a Wefterly courfe for about five miles, to the little
Portage des Couteaux, of one hvir\drcd and fixty-five  paces, and the
Lac des Couteaux, running about South-Weft by Weft twelve miles,
and from a quarter to two miles wide. A deep bay runs Eatt three
miles from the Weft end, where it is difcharged by a rapid river, and
after running two miles Weft, it again becomes ftill water. In this river
are-two carrying-places, the one fifteen, and the other one hundred
and ninety paces. From this to the Portage des Carpes is one mile North.
Wett, leaving a narrow lake on the Eaft that runs parallel with the
Lake des Couteaux, half its length, where thereis a carrying-place, which
s ufed when the water in the river laft mentioned is too low. The

Portage
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Portage des Carpes is three hundred and ninety paces, from whence the
water fpreads irregularly between rocks, five miles North-Weft and
South-Eaft to the portage of Lac Bois Blanc, which is one hundred and
eighty paces. Then follows the lake of that name, but I think impro-
perly fo called, as the natives name it the Lake Pafcau Minac

Sagaigan, or Dry Berries.

- Before the fmall pox ravaged this country, and completed, what the
Nodowalis, in their ‘warfare, had gone far to accomplifh, the deftruc-
tion of its inhabitants, the population was very numerous : this was alfo
a favourite part, where they made their canoes, &c. the lake abounding
in fifh, the country round it being plentifully fupplied with various kinds
of game, and the rocky ridges, that form the boundaries of the water,
covered with a variety of berries.

When the French were in poffeflion of this country, they had feveral
trading eftablifhments on the iflands and banks of this lake, Since that
period, the few people remaining, who were of the Algonquin nation,
could hardly find fubfiftence; game having become fo fcarce, that they
depended principally for food upon fith, and wild rice which grows
fpontaneoutly in thefe parts,

This lake is irregular in ‘its form, and its utmolt extent from Eaft to
Wett is fifieen miles; a point of land, called Point au Pin, jutting into it
divides it in two parts: it then makes a fecond angle at the Weft end, to
the lefler Portage de Bois Blanc, two hundred pacesin length. ‘This chan-
tel is not wide, and is intercepted by feveral rapids in the coutfe of a

mile;
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mile: it runs Weft-North-Wefl to the Portage des Pins, over which the
canoe and lading is again carried four hundred paces. From hence
the channel is alfo intercepted by very dangerous rapids for two miles
Weflerly, to the point of Portage du Bois, which is two hundred and
cighty paces. Then fucceeds the portage of Lake Croche one mile
more, where the carrying-place is eighty paces, and is followed by an
embarkation on that lake, which takes its name from its figure. It ex-
tends eighteen miles, in a meandering form, and in a wefterly direQion;
it is in general very narrow, and at about two-thirds of its length be-
comes very contralted, with a ftrong current.

Within three miles of the laft Portage is a remarkable rock, with
a fmooth face, but fplit and cracked in different parts, which hang
over the water. Into one of its horizontal chafms a great number of
arrews have been fhot, which is faid to have been done by a war party
of the Nadowafis or Sieux, who had done much mifchief in this
country, and left thefe weapons as a warning to the Chebois or natives,
that, notwithftanding its lakes, rivers, and rocks, it was not inacceflible
to their enemies. \

Lake Croche is terminated by the Portage de Rideau, four hundred
paces long, and derives its name from the appearance of the water, falling
- overarockofupwards of thirty feet. Several rapids fucceed, with intervals
of flill water, for about three miles to the Flacon portage, which is very
difficult, is four hundred paces long, and leads to the Lake of La Croix,
fo named from its fhape. It runs about North-Weft eighteen miles to the

Beaver Dam, and then finks into a deep bay nearly Eaft. The courfe to
the
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the Portage is Weft by North for fixteen miles more from the Beaver
Dam, and into the Eaft bay is a road which was frequented by the
French, and followed through lakes and rivers until they came to Lake
Superior by the river Caminiftiquia, thirty miles Eaft of the Grand

Portage.

Portage la Croix is fix hundred paces long: to the next portage is a
quarter of a mile, and its length is forty paces; the river winding four
miles to Vermillion Lake, which runs fix or feven miles North-North-
Weft, and by a narrow ftrait communicates with Lake Namaycan, which
takes its name from a particular place at the foot of a fall, where the
natives fpear fturgeon : Its courfe is about North-North-Weft and South-
South-Eaft, with a bay running Eaft, that gives it the form of a trianglc:
its length is about fixteen miles to the Nouvelle Portage. The difcharge
of the lake is from a bay on the left, and the portage one hundred and
eighty paces, to which fucceeds a very fmall river, from whence there
is but a fhort diftance to the next Nouvelle Portage, three hundred and
twenty paces long. Itis then neceffary to embark on a fwamp, or over-
flowed country, where wild rice grows in great abundance. There is a
channel or {mall river in the centre of this fwamp, which is kept with
difficulty, and runs South and North one mile and a half, with deepening
water. The courfe continues North-North-Weft one mile to the Chau-
diere Portage, which is caufed by the difcharge of the waters running
on the left of the road from Lake Naymaycan, which ufed to be the
- common route, but that which I have delcribed is the fafeft as well as
fhorteft. From hence there is fome current though the water is wide
fpread, and its courfe about North by Weft three miles and an half to

the
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the Lac de la Pluie, which lies nearly Eaft and Weft; from thence
about fifteen miles 1s a marrow firait that divides the land into two un-
equal parts, from  whence to its difcharge is a diftance of twenty-four
miles. There is a deep bay running North-Weft on the right, that is
not included, and is remarkable for furnifhing the natives with a kind of
{oft, red ftone, of which they make their pipes; it alfo affords an excel-
lent fithery both in the fummer and winter; and from it 13 an cafy, fafe,
and fhort road to the Lake du Bois, (which I fhall mention prefently)
for the Indians to pafs in their fmall canoes, through a {mall lake and
on a fmall river, whofe banks furnifh abundance of wild rice. The dil-
charge of this lake is called Lake de la Pluie River, at whofe entrance
there is a rapid, below which is a fine bay, where there had been an ex-
tenfive picketted fort and building when poflefled by the French: the fite
of it is at prefent a beautiful meadow, farrounded with groves of oaks.
From hence there is a ftrong current for two miles, where the water falls
over a rock twenty feet, and, from the confequerit ‘turbulence of the
‘water, the carrying-place, which is three hundred and twenty paces long,
derives the name of Chaudiere. Two miles onward is the prefent
trading eflablifhment, fitnated on an high bank on thc North ﬁde ‘of the
river, in 48. 37. North latitude. :

Here the people from Montreal comie to meet thofe who arrive from
the Athabafca country, as has beet already defcribe®; and exchange
lading with them. This is alfo the refidehce of the firft: chief, Or-Sachetn,
of all the Algonquin tribes, inhabiting’ thé differérit pa!‘ts -of this ¢otintry.
He is by diftin@ion called Nefam, which 1rnphcs perfonal pre-emincnce.
Here alfo the elders meet inicouncil to treat of peace or war.

- This
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This is one of the fineft rivers in the North-Weft, and runs a courfe
Welt and Eaft one hundred and twenty computed miles; but in taking its
courfe and diftance minutely I make it only eighty. Its banksare covered
with a rich {oil, particularly to the North, which, in many parts, are
clothed with fine open groves of oak, with the maple, the pine, and the
cedar. The Southern bank is not fo elevated, and difplays the maple,
the white birch, and the cedar, with the fpruce, the alder, and various
underwood. Its waters abound in fifh, particularly the fturgeon, which
the natives both {pear and take with drag-nets. But notwithftanding
the promife of this foil, the Indians do not attend to its cultivation,
though they are not ignorant of the common procefs, and are fond of
the Indian corn, when they can get it from us.

Though the foil at the fort is a fliff clay, there is a garden, which,

unaflifted as it is by manure, or any particular attention, is tolerably
produétive.

We now proceed to mention the Lake du Bois, into which this river dif-
charges itlelf in latitude 49. North, and was formerly famous for the rich-
nels of its banks and waters, which abounded with whatever was necef-
fary to a favage life. The French had feveral fetlements in and about
it; but it might be almoft concluded, that fome fatal circumftance had
deftroyed.the game, as war and the {mall pox had diminifhed the inhabit-
ants, it having been very unprodu@live in animals fince the Britifh fub-
je€ts have been -engaged in traveiling through it; though it now ap-
“pears to be recovering its prilline itatc. The few Indians who inhabit

’ h it
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it might live very comlortably, if they were not fo immoderately fond
of fpirituous liquors.

This lake is alfo rendered remarkable, in confequence of the Americans
baving named it as the {pot, from which a line of boundary, between
them and Britifh America, was to run Weft, unul it firack the Mifliffippi ;
which, however, can never happen, as the North-Weft part of the
Lake du Bois is in latitude 49. 37. North, and longitude g4. 31 Wett,
and the Northernmoft branch of the fource of the Mifliflippi is in lati-
‘tude 47. 38. North, and longitude g5. 6. Welt, alcertained by Mr.
Thomf{on, aftronomer to the North-Weft Company, who was fent gx-
prefsly for that purpole in the {pring of 17g8. He, in the fame year, de-
termined the Northern bend of the Miflifoury to be in latitude 47. g2.
North, and longitude 101. 25. Weft; and, according to the Indian ac-
counts, it runs to the fouth of Weft, {o that if the Miffifoury were even
to be confidered as the Mifliffippi, no Weftern line could firike it.

It does not appear to me to be clearly determined what courfe the
Line is to take, or from what part of Lake Superior it ftrikes through
the country to the Lake du Bois : were it to follow the principal waters
to their fource, it ought to keep through Lake Superior to the River
St. Louis, and follow that river to its fource ; clofe to which is the fource
of the waters falling into the river of Lake la Pluie, which is a common
route of the Indians to the Lake du Bois: the St. Louis paffes within
a fhort ditance of a branch of the Mifliflippi, where it becomes na-
vigable for canoes, This will appear more evident from confulting
| ’ the
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; the map ; and if the navigation of the Mifliflippi is confidered as of
any confequence, by this country, from that part of the globe, fuch 1s
the neareft way to get at it.

But to return to .our narrative. The Lake du Bois is, as far as I

could learn, nearly round, and the canoe courfe through the centre
of it among a clufter of iflands, fome of/which are {o extenfive that
thej; may be taken for the main land. /The reduced courfe would be
nearly South and North. But followfng the navigating courfe, I make
the diftance feventy-five miles, though in a direét line it would fall
very fhort of that length. At about two-thirds of it there is a {mall
carrying-place, when the water is low. The carrying-place out of the
lake is on an ifland, and named Portage du Rat, in latitude 49.37. North
and longitude g4. Wefl, it is about fifty paces long. The lake difcharges /
itfelf at both ends of this ifland, and forms the River Winipic, which
is a large body of water, interfperfed with numerous iflands; caufing
various channels and interruptions of portages and rapids. In fome
parts it has the appearance of lakes, with fleady-currents; I eftimate
its winding courfe to the Dalles eight miles; to the Grand Dé-
charge twenty-five miles and an half, which is a long carrying-place for
the goods; from thence to the little Décharge one mile and an half;
to the Terre Jaiine Portage two miles and an half; then to its galet
feventy yards; two miles and three quarters to the Terre Blanche, near
which 1s a fall of from four to five feet; three miles and an half to Por-
tage de L’Ifle, where there is a trading-poit, and, about eleven miles,
on the North fhore, a trading eftablifhment, which is the road, in boats,
he to
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to Albany River, and from thence to Hudfon’s Bay. Ther‘c\is al{'o;;

communication with Lake Superior, through what is called the Nipigan

country, that enters the Lake Winipic about thirty-five leagues Eaft of the
Grande Portage. In fhort, the country is fo broken by lakes and rivers,
that people may find their way in canoes in any dire&ion they pleafe.
It is now four miles to.Portage de L'ifle, which is but {hort, though
feveral canoes have been Igft in attempting to run the rapid. From
thence it is twenty-fix mileg/to Jacob’s Falls, which are about fifteen feet
high; and fix miles and aghalf to the woody point; forty yards from which
is another Portage. They both form an high fall, but not perpendicular.
From thence.to another galet, or rocky Portage, is about two _miles,
which is one continual rapid and cafcade; and about two miles further
is the Chute a I’Efclave, which is upwards of thirty feet. The Portage
is long, through a point covered with wood: it is fix miles and an half
more to the barrier, and ten miles to the Grand Rapid. - From thence,
on the North fide, is a fafe-road, when the waters are high, through {mall
rivers and lakes, to the {:]:e du Bonnet, called the Pinnawas, from the
man who difcovered it: to the White River, fo called from its being, for
a confiderable length, a fucceflion of falls and catara&s,' is twelve miles.
Here are feven portages, in fo fhort a fpace, that the Whole of them are
difcernible at the fame moment. From this to Lake du Bonnet is fifteen
miles more, and four miles acrofs it to the rapid. Here the Pinnawas
road joiné, and from thence it is two miles to the Galet da Lac du Bonnet;
from this to the Galet du Bonnet one mile and an half ; thence to the Por-
tage of the fame name is three miles. This Portage is near half a league
in length, and deriQits name from a cuftom the Indians have of crown-

ing ftones, laid in a circle, on the higheft rock in the portage, with

wreaths,
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wreaths of herbage and branches There have been examples of men

~ taking feven packages of ninety pounds each, at one end of the por-

tage, and putting them down at the other without {topping.

”

To this, another {mall portage immediately fucceeds, over a rock
producing a fall. From thence to the fall of Terre Blanche is two miles .
and an half; to the firft portage Des Eaux qui Remuent is three mies; -
to the next, of the fame name, is but a few yards diftant; to the third
and laft, which is a Décharge, is three miles and an half; and from this
to the laft Portage of the river one mile and an half ; and to the eftablith-
ment, or provifion houfe, is two miles and an half. Here alfo the French
had their principal inland depdt, and got their canoes made.

It is here, that the prefent traders, going t(;,great diftances, and where
provifion is difficult to pracure, receive a fupply to carry them to the
Rainy Lake, or Lake Superior. From the eftablifhment to the entrance
of Lake Winipic is four miles and an half, latitude 50. 37. North,

The country, foil, produce, and climate, from Lake Superior to
this place bear a general refemblance, with 3 predominance of rock
and water: the former is of the gramte kmd Where there is any
foil it is well covered with wood, fuch as oak, elm, ath of dif-
ferent kinds, maple of two kinds, pines of various defcriptions, among
which are what I call the cyprefs, ‘with the hickory, iron-wood,
liard, poplar, cedar, black and white birch, &c. &c. Vaft quan-
tities of wild rice are feen throughout the country, which the natives
collett
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collett in the month of Auguft for their winter ftores.* To the North

of fifty degrees, it is hardly known, or at leaft does not come to

maturity.

Lake Winipic 1s the great refervoir of feveral large rivers, and dif-
charges itfelf by the River Nelfon into Hudfon’s Bay. The firft in
rotation, next to that I have juft defcribed, is the Affiniboin, or Red
River, which, at the diftance of forty miles coaftwife, difembogues on
the South-Weft fide of the lake Winipic. It alternately receives thofe
two den.ominations from its dividing, at the diftance of about thirty miles
from the lake, into two large branches. The Eaftern branch, called the

- Red River, runs in a Southern dire&ion to near the head waters of the

Mifliffippi;~On this are two trading eftablifiments. The country on
either fide is but partially fupplied with wood, and confifts of plains co-
vered with herds of the buffalo and the elk, efpecially on the Weftern
fide. On the Eaftern fide are lakes and rivers, and the whole coun-
try is. .ﬁ'ellv wooded, level, abounding in ) beaver, bears, moofe-deer,
fallow-deer; &c. &c. The natives, who are of the Algonquin tribe,
are not ver))zi numerous, and are confidered as the natives of Lake Su-
perior. This country being near the Mifliffippi, is alfo-inhabited by the
Nadowafis, who are the natural enemies of the former; the head of the
water being the war-line, they are in a continual ftate of hoftility ; and
though the Algonquins are equally brave, the others generally out-num-
ber them; it is very probable, therefore, that if the latter continue to ven-

ture out of the woods, which form their only proteétion, they will foon

>

+ The fruits are, ftrawberries, hurtleberries, plumbs, and cherries, hazlenuts, goofcberries, cur-
rants, rafpberries, poires, &c.

be
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be extirpated. There is not, perhaps, a finer country in the world for
the refidence of uncivilifed man, than that \g}}i;h occupies the {pace be-

tween this river and Lake Superior. It abounds in every thing neceflary

to the wants and comforts of fuch a people. Fifh, venifon, and fow],f-

with wild rice, are in great plenty; while, at the fame time, their {ubfift-

ence requires that bodily exercife fo neceffary to health and vigour.

This great extent of country was formerly very populous, but from
the information I received, the aggregate of its inhabitants does not,_cjﬁ_i-
‘ceed three hundred warriors; and, among the few whom I faw, it ai)~
peared to me that the widows were more numerous' than the men.
The rackoon is a native of this country, but is feldom found to the
Northward of it. .

The other branch is called after the tribe of the Nadawafis, who here‘}
go by the name of Afliniboins, and are the principal inhabitants of it.
It runs from.off the North-North-Weft, and, in the latitude of 514. Weft,
and longitude 103%. rifing in the fame mountains as the river Dauphin,
of which I fhall {peak in due order. They muft have feparated from .
their nation at a time beyond our knowledge, and live in peace with
the Algonquins and Knifteneaux. ;

The country between this and the Red River, is almoft a continual
plain to the Miffifoury. The foil is fand and gravel, with a Lflight
intermixture of earth, and produces a fhort grafs. Trees are very
rare; nor are there on ‘the banks of the river {ufficient, except in
particular {pots, to build houfes and ‘fupply fire-wood for the trading

eftablifhments
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eftablifhments, of whlch there are four princinal ones. Both thefe

rivers are navigable for canoes to their fource, without a fall; though in

fome parts there are, rapids, caufed by occafional beds of lime-ftone,

V%

and gravel; but in general they a fandy bottom,

The Affiniboins, and fome of the Fall, or Big-bellied Indians, are the
principal inhabitants of this country, and border on the river, occupying
the centre part of it; that next Lake Winipic, and about its fource, being
the {tation of the Algonquins and Knifteneaux, who have chofen it in pre-
ference to their own country. They do not exceed five hundred fami-
lies. They are not beaver hunters, which accounts for their allowing
the divifion juft mentioned, as the lower and upper parts of this river
have thole animals, which are not found in the intermediate diftri&.
They confine themfelves to hunting the buffalo, and trapping wolves,
which cover the country. Wgaat they do not want of the former for
raiment and food, ‘they fometimes ‘make irto pemmrican, or pounded
meat, while they melt the fat, and -prepare the fkins in -their hair, for
winter. The wolves they never:eat, but produce a tallow from their fat,
and prepare their {kins; all which they bring to exchange for arms and
ammunition, rum, tobacco, knives, and various baubles, with thofe who
go to trgéc@in their c'o‘_untry.

;’_

The vAl‘gAdhquins? and the 3Kni&eneaux, on the contrary, attend to
the fur-hunting, {o ‘that ‘they .acquire the .additional articles of cloth,
blankets, &c. but their paffion for rumoften puts it out of their power
to fupply themfelves with real neceflaries.
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* The next river of magnitude is the river Dauphin, which empties
ifelf at the head of St. Martin’s Bay, on ‘the Weft fide of the Lake
Winipic, latitude nearly 52. 15. North, taking its fouree in the fame moun- -
tains as. the. laft-mentioned river, as well as the Swan and Red-Deer
River, the latter pafling through the lake of the fame name, as well as
the former, and both continuing their courfe through the Manitoba Lake,
which, from thence, rums parallel with Lake Winipic, to within nine
miles of the Red River, and by what is: called the river Dauphin,
dlfembogues its waters, as already ‘defcribed, into that lake. Thefe
rivers are very rapid, and interrupted by falls, &c. the bed being generally
rocky. All this country, to the South branch of the Safkatchiwine,
abounds in beaver, moofe-deer, fallow-deer, elks, bears, buffalos, &c.
The foil 1s good, and wherever any attempts have been made to raife
the efculent plants, &c. it has been found prodd&iye.

~On thefe waters are three principal forts for trade. Fort Dauphin,
which was" eftablifhed by the French before the conqueft. Red-Deer- -
River, and Swan-River Forts, with occafional detached pofts from thefe.
The iohabitants are the Knifteneaux, from the North of Lake Wini-
pic;.-and Algonquins from the country between the Red River and
Lake Supenor and {ome from the Ramy Lake: but as they are not
fixed inhabitants, their number.cannot be determined: they do not, how-
ever, at any time exceed two hundred warriors. In general they are
good hunters. There is no other confiderable river except the
Safkatchiwine, which I fhall mention prefently, that empties 1tfelf ioto
the Lake \thpx;,

esl Y I .\"y o
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Thofe on the North fide are inconfiderable, owing to the comparative -
vieinity of the high land that feparates the waters coming this way,
from thofe difcharging into Hudfon’s bay, The courfe of the lake is
about Weft-North-Weft, and South-South-Eaft, and the Eaft end of it
is in 50. 37. North. It contraéls at about a quarter of its length to a
firait, in latitude 51. 45. and is no more than two miles broad, where the
South fhore is gained through iflands, and cro(ﬁn;;r various bays to the
difcharge of the Safkatchiwine, in latitude 53. 15. This lake, in common

~ with thofe of this country, is bounded on the North with banks of black ;
and grey rock, and on the South by a low, level country, occafionally g
interrupted with a ridge or bank of lime-ftones, lying in ftratas, and rif-
ing to the perpendicular height of from twenty'to forty feet; thefe are
covered with a fmall quantity of earth, forming a level furface, which
bears timber; but-of a moderate growth, and decfines to a fwamp.
Where the banks are low, it is evident in many places that the waters
are withdrawn, and never rife: to thofe heights which were formerly _
wafhed by them.

The inhabitants who are found along this lake, are of the Knifte-
" neaux and Algonquin tribes, and but few in number, though game is not
fcarce, and there is filh in great abundance. The black bafs is found
there, and no further Wefl; and beyond it no maple trees are feen,
either hard or foft. “ | A |

On entering the Safkatchiwime, in the courfe of a few miles, the
great rapid interrupts the paflage. It is about three miles long. Through
the greateft part of it the canoe is towed, half or full laden, according to

™~ : the
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the ftate of th¢” waters: the canoc and its contents are then carried
one thoufand one hundred paces. .The channel here is near a mile
wide, the waters tumbling over‘fiﬂgcs of rocks that traverle the river.
The fouth bank is very high, rifing upwards of fifty fect, of the fame
rock as feen on the South fide of the Lake Winipic, and the North

15 not more than a third of that height. There is an excellent fturgeon-

- fithery at the foot of this cafcade, and vaft numbers of pelicans, cormo-

rants, &c. frequent it, where. they watch to feize the fith that may be
killed or difabled by the force of the waters.

About two miles from this Portage the navigation is again inter-
rupted by the Portage of the Roché Rouge, which is an hundred
yards long; and a mile and an half from thence the river is barred
by a range of illands, forming rapids between them; and through thefe
it is the fame diftance to the rapid. of Lake Travers, which is four
miles right acrofs, and eight miles in length. Then fucceeds the
GrandéDécharge, and feveral rapids, for four miles to the Cedar Lake,
which is entered through a fmall channel on the left, formed by an
illand, as going round it would occafion lofs of time. In this dif-
tance banks of rocks (fuch as have already been defcribed), appear at
intervals on either fide; the reft of the country is low. This is the cafe
along the South bank of the lake and the iflands, while the North fide,

* which is very uncommon, is level throughout. This lake runs firlt Weft

four miles, then as much more Weft-South-Weft, acrofs a deep bay on the
right, then fix miles to the Point de Lievre, and acrofs another bay again-
on the right; then North-Weft eight miles, acrofs a flill deeper bay on the
right; and feven miles parallel with the North coaft, North-North-Weft

12 through
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through iflands, five miles morc to Fort Bourbon®, fituated on a
fmall ifland, dividing this from Mud-Lake.

The Cedar Lake is from four to twelve miles wide, exclufive of the
bays. Its banks are covered witll wood, andj;gb'ound in game, and 1ts
waters produce plenty of fith, particularly 7t fturgcon.  The Mud-
Lake, and the neighbourhood of the Fort Bourbon, abound with geefe,
ducks, {wans, &c. and was formerly remarkable for a vaft number of

martens, of which it cannot now boalt but a very {mall proportion.

The Mud-Lake muft have formerly been a part of the Cedar Lake, but
the immenfe quantity of earth.and fand, brought down by the Safkatchi-
wine,has filled up this part of it for a circumference whofe diameter is at
leaft fifteen or twenty miles: part of which fpace is ill covered with a
few feet of water, but the ‘greateﬁ proportion is fhaded with large trees, fuch .
as the Jiard, the fwamp-afh, and the willow. This land confifts of many
iflands; which confequently form various channels, {everal of which are
occafionally dry, and bearing young wood. It is, indeed, more than pro-
bable that this river will, in the courfe of time, convert the whole of the
Cedar Lake into a foreft. Tathe North-Weft the cedar is not to be found.

From this Jake the Safkatchiwine may be confidered as navigable to
pear its- fources in the rocky mountains, for canoes, and without a
carrying-place, making a great bend to Cumberland Houfe, on Sturgeon
Lake. From the confluence of its North and South branches its courle;

* This was alfo a principal poft of the French, who gave it its name.
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is Weflerly; fpreading itfelf, it receives feveral tributary ftreams, and
encompafles alarge track of couotry, which is level, particularly along
the South branch, but is httle known. Bcaver, and other animals,
whofe furs are valuable, are amonglt the inhabitants of the North-Weft
branch, and the plains are covered with buffalos, wolves, and {mall
foxes; particularly about the South branch, which, however, has of late
claimed fome attention, as it is now undecrftood, that where the plains
terminate towards the rocky mountatn, there is a fpace of hilly country
_clothed with wood, and inhabited alfo by animals of the fur kind. This
has becn aftually dctermined to be the cafe towards the head of the
North branch, where the trade has been carried to about the latitude
54 North, and Iongitude 114+ Weft. The bed and banks of the latter,
in fome few places, difcover a ftratum of free-ftone; but, in general,
-they are compofed of earth and fand. The plains are {and and gravel,
covered with fine. grafs, and mixed with a {mall quanty of vegetable earth.

This 1s particularly obfervable along the North branch, the Weft fide of
which is coveted with wood. )

There are on this river five principal fatories for the convenience of
trade with the natives. Nepawi Houfe, South-branch Houfe, Fort-
George Houfe, Fort-Auguftus Houfe, and Upper Eftablifhment. There
have been many \others, which, from various caufes, have been changéd

for thefe; ‘while there are occafionally others depending on each of
them. =+ . ’

‘The inhabitants, from. the information I could obtain, are as fol-
low :

At
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At Nepawi, and South-Branch Houfe, about thirty tents of Knifte-
neaux, or ninety warriors; and fixty tents of Stone-Indians, or Afliniboins,
who are their neighbdurs, and are equal to two hundred men: their

hunting ground extends upwards to about 'the Eagle Hills. Nextto

them are thofe who trade at Forts George and Auguftus, and are about
eighty tents or upwards of Knifteneaux : on eithier fide of the river, their
number may be two hundred. In the fame conhtry are one hundred and
forty tents of Stone-Indians; -not quite half of them inhabit the Weft

woody country ; the others never leave the plains, and their numbers

cannot be lefs than four hundred and fifty men. At the Southern Head-
waters of the North branch dwells a tribe called Sarfees, confifting of
about thirty-five tents, or one hundred and twenty men, Oppofite to
thofe Eaftward, on the head-waters of the South Branch, are the Pica-
neaux, to the number of from twelve to fifteen hundred men. Next
to them, on the {fame water, are the Blood-Indians, of the fame nation as
the laft, to the number of about fifty tents, or two hundred and fifty
men. From them downwards extend the Black-Feet Indians, of the fame
nation as the two laft tribes: their number may be eight hundred men.
Next to them, and who extend to the confluence of the South and North
branch, are the Fall, or Big-bellied Indians, who may amount to about

fix hundred warriors.

b

Of all thefe different tribes, thofe who inhabit the broken country on
the North-Wetft fide, and the fource of the North branch, are beaver-
hunters; the others deal in provifions, wolf, buffalo, and fox fkins; and

many people on the South branch do not trouble themfelves to come near
' the
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the trading eftablifbments. Thofe who do, choofe fuch eftablifhments as
are next to their country. The Stone-Indians here, are the fame people
as the Stone-Indians, or Affiniboins, who inhabit the river of that name al-
ready defcribed, and both are detached tribes from the Nadawafis, who in-
habit the Weflern fide of the Miflifippi, and lower part of the Mifliloury.
The Fall,jor Bi(g-bellied Indians, are from the South-Eaftward alfo, and
of a people who inhabit the plains from the North bend of the laft men-
tioned river, latitude 47. g2. North, longitude 101. 25. Weft, to the
South bend of the Affiniboin River, to the number of feven hundred
men. - Some of them occafionally come to the latter river to exchange
dreﬁed buffale robes, and bad wolf-fkins for articles of no- great

value.

The Picaneaux, Black-Feet, and Blood-Indians, are a diftin& people,
fpeak a language of their own,  and, I have reafon to think, are travel-
ling North-Weftward, as well as the others juft mentioned: nor have
I heard of any Indians with whofe language, that which they fpeak has
any affinity. They are the people who deal in horfes and take them
upon the war-parties towards Mexico; from which, it is evident, that
the' country to the South-Eaft of them, confifts of plains, as thofe
animals could not well be conduéled through an hilly and woody coun-

try, i‘nférf’e&ed ‘by waters.

The Sarfees, who -are but few in number, appear from their lan.
guage to comé on the contrary from the North-Weftward, and are
of the fame peopre as tfxe Rocky-Mountam Indxans defcribed in my

{econd
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fecond journal, who are a tribe of. the Chepewyans; and, as for the
Knifteneaux, there is no queftion of their having been, and continuing to:
be, invaders of this country, from the. Eaftward. - ~Formerly, they- ftrtick:
terror into all the other tribes whom they met; ‘but now ‘they have loft.
the refpett that was paid them; asl thofe whom they formerly confidered
as -barbarians, are now their allies, and, confequently become better ac-
quesoted with them, and have acquired. the ufe of ° fire.arms. .. The
former are ftill proud without power,: and-affet. to confider the athers
as their inferiors : thofe confequently are extremely jealous of them, and,
depending upon their own fuperiority in numbers, will not {ubmit
tamely to their infults; fo that the confequences often prove fatal, and
the Knifteneaux are thereby decreafing both in power and number
Ipirituous liquors alfo tend to their diminution, as they are infligated
thereby to engage in quarrels which frequently have the moft difaftous

AY

termination among themfelves, -

The Stone-Indians muﬁ not be conﬁdered n the fame pomt of view

relpetting the Knifteneaux, for they have been generally - obhged
from various | caufes, to court their alliance. . They,. ‘however,, .are
not without thelr difagreements, and it is fometxmes very., dlfﬁcult to
compofe their differences.  Thefe quarrels occaﬁonally ta.ke ;Place
with the traders, and fometimes have a tragical conclufion. _ They gene-
rally originate in confequence of ftealing women and horfes: they
have great numbers of the latter Lhroughout their plams whlch, are

AAL

brought as has. been obferved from the Sgamfh fettlerr(x}ents in

ool

Mexico; andmany of them have been feen gven in, the back parts of

BN \,, % 3[;! 0

this country, branded w1th the initials of their ongmal owners names.
Thole
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Thofe horfes are diftin@lly employed as beafts ‘of burden, and to.chafe
the buffalo. The former are not confidered as being.of miich value,
as they may be purchafed for a gun, which cofts no more than’ twenty-
one pounds in Great-Britain. Many of the hunters cannot be ‘par-

chafed with ten, the comparative value, which exceeds the prope'wy of

any native.

‘Of thefe ufeful animals no care whatever is taken, as when they-are
no longer employed, they are turned loofe winter and {fummer to pro-
vide for themfelves. Here, it is to be obferved, that the country,in
general, on the Weft and North fide of thisgreat river, is broken'by
the lakes and rivers with fmall intervening plains, where the foil is good;
and the grafs grows to fome length. To thefe the male buffalos refort
for the winter, and if it be very fevere, the females alfo are b'bhgedjto

‘s

leave the plains. . ‘ .

- Bat to return to the route by which the progrefs Weft end North is
made through this continent,

We leave the Safkatchiwine * by entering the river which forms the
difcharge of the Sturgeon Lake, on whofe Eaft bank is fituated Cumber-
land houfe, in latitude 53. 56. North, longitude 102. 15. The diftance
between the entrance of the lake and Cumberland houfe is eftimated at
twenty miles. It is very evident that the mud which is carried down by

. * It may be proper to obferve, that the French had two fettlements upon the Safkatchiwing; Iong
" before, and at the conqueflt of Canada; the firft at the Pafquia, near Carrot chr, and the other at
Nipawi, wher¢ they had agricultural inftruments and whecl carriages, marks of both being found
about thofe eftablifhments, where the foil is excellent, -

k ‘the
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the Safkatchiwine River, has forméed the land that lies between-it and the
lake, for the diftance of upwards of twenty miles in the line of the river,
which is. inundated during one half of the fummer,-though covered with
wood. . This lake forms an irregular horle-fhoe, o_fxe fide of which runs
to the North-Weft, and bears the name of Pine-Ifland Lake, and the
other known by the name already mentioned, runs to the Eaft of North,
and is the largeft : its length 1s about twenty-feven miles, and its‘greate{t.
breadth about fix miles. © The: North fide of the latter is the fame kind
of rock as that delcribed in Lake Winipic, on the, Weft fhore. -In.lati-
tude 54..16. North, tthturgeon-Weir'ijcr'difchargeswi't‘fekf into this
lake; and.its bed appears to be of the fame kind of rock, and is almoft a -
c@ptinu_a};ra,pi_;l,.  Its.dire€t courfe is about Weft by North, and with i;{
windings, is about thirty miles. It takes its waters into. the Beaver Lake,

the: South- Welt fide of which confifis of the fame rock Jying in thin
firatas: the route then proceeds from ifland to ifland for- about twelve
miles, and along the North fhore, for four miles more, the whole being
a;North-Wefl courfe to the entrance of a river, in latitude 54. 32.- North,
The lake, for this diftance, is about four or five miles wide, and aboiinds
with filh common to the country. “The part of it upon the right of that
which has been. defcribed, appears more confiderable.; - The iflands are
rocky, and the lake itfelf furrounded by rocks.,v_,_z'_'I“-hc cémmugica,tion

from hence to the Bouleau. Lake, alternately nafrows into rivers ‘and
fpreads. into .fmall lakes; The:interruptions are, the Pente Portage,
which 1s fucceeded by..the Grand Rapid, where there is a Décharge,
the Carp Portage, the Bouleau Portage in latitude 54. 50. North, in-
cluding a diftance, together with - the windings, of thirty-four miles,
in a Wefterly direétion, The Lake de Bouleau then follows. This

lake

~
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lake might with greater propriety,” be denominated a canal, as it
is not more than a mile in breadth.. Its courfe is rather to the
Eaft of North for twelve miles to Portage de L’Ifle. From thence
there is flill water to Portage d'Epinettes, except an adjdining rapid,
The diftance is not more than four miles Weflerly. Afier crofling:
this Portage, it is not.more than two miles to' Lake Miron, which"
is in latitude 55. 7. North. Its léngth is about twelve miles, and its’
breadth irregular, from two to ten miles. "It is only feparated’ from"
‘Lake du Chitique, ‘or Pelican Lake; by a-fhort, narrow, and frisall
firait. That lake is not more than feven miles long, and its ‘courle’
'?"&i‘)om North-Weft. The Lake des Bois then fucceeds, the paffageito:
- which is through fmall lakes, feparated by falls and - rapids.. The
firft is-a Décharge: then follow the three galets, in immediate fuc--
ceffion. From hence Lake des Bois ‘runs about twenty-one-miles::
Its courle is South-South-Eaft, and North-North-Weft; and ‘is -full - of .
iflands. The paffage continues through an intricate, narrow, winding,
and fhallow channel for eight miles. The interruptions in tlifs diftarice
are frequent, but depend much on the flate of the: waters.- Having
paffed them, it is neceflary to crofs ‘the Portage de Traiw,' or,as it 1s:.
called ‘by the Indians, Athiquifipichigan Quinigam, or the Portage of"
the Stretched Frog-Skin, to the Miffinipi. ~ The waters already dafcribed
difcharge themfelves into Lake Winipic, and augment thefe of the-
river: Nelfon. - Thefe which we are now entering are calted the Mifﬁn‘ipi,"»
* or great Churchill River. - L

- All the country:to the South and Eaft of this, within the liné of the.
progrels -that has.been defcribed, is interfperfed by lakes; hills, and’
rivers, and is fall-of animals, of the fur-kind, as well as: the moofe-deer.s

- ke : ' Its
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Its inhabitants are_the Knifteneaux Indiass, who are. called by the fer-
vasts of the: Hudfon's-Bay Gompany, at York, their-home-guards:

* . “The tradess : from, Canada fucceeded for feveral years -in getting the :
lggggﬁgpmpmtion -of their furs, till the year 1793, when the fervants: of
tm('cnmpany;tbéught». proper to fend people amongft them, (and 'why -
they.did not-do it before is - beft known to themlfelves), for the purpofe-
of:trade, apd-fecuring their credits, which the Indians were. apt to forget.
Bromi the thors .diftance théy had to come;, and the quantity: of ' goods-
they;duppliedythe-trade has; in a great meafure, reverted to them, as the-
marshgnts from Canada could -:npt- meet them upon equal terms.. What.
adddd to-the-lofs of the latter, was the murder of .one: of their traders, .
by.the: Indians, about this period. Of- thefe p_eople( not-above. eighty -
men: have -been-known to. the traders from Canada, but they confift of a.
much; greater;nymber. " ‘

The ;Po:tage;-de: Traite, as has-been-already.hinted-, received.its name
from M. Jofeph:Frobither, who. penetrated into. this part of the country.
from Caﬁada;.;aa, easly as-the ‘years 1774 and 1775, where he. met with
the Indians inthe fpring, on their ‘Wé,y to Churchill, according to.
annual ‘cuftom, with their. canoes full of valuable furs. They. traded
with him for as many of them. as his canoes- could .carry, and inx..
confequence of -this tranfa&ion, the-Portage received and has fince. re-
tained its prefent appellation. He alfo. denominated th;;!é:Waters the.
Englifh River. The Miffinipi, is the name which it received from
the Knifteneaux, when they firft came to this country, and -either de-
firoyed or drove back the natives, whom they held in great contempt;-
on.many- accounts, but particularly for their ignorance in .:hunting. -

- the
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the beaver,. as-well : as in- preparing; firetching, and 'dtying the fkins of
thofe animals; Awnd as a fign of theit derifioh, they ftretched the fkii ‘of a
frog; and hung it up -at therPortage. Thris was, at that tiie, the utmoft’
extent of their conqueft or warfating-progrefs Weft, and is in' latitude
55+ 25. North, and longitude 103%i Weft, The: river here; whiéh bears:
the appearance. of ‘a Jake; takes:itsname fromthe Portage; and is fall'of
iflands. . It runs. from Eaft:t6'Weft: about fixtéen miles; and'is from
four to five miles broad: Then fucceed falls and ‘cafcades which form-
what is called the grand ‘rapid. From thente there is:a fucceffion of
fmall lakes and rivers, interrupted 'by rapids ‘and falls, viz. the Portage
de Bareel, the- Portage: de- L’Ifle, and 'that of the Rapid-River. The
courfe is-twenty miles- from Eaft-South-Eaf to North-North-Weft.
‘The Rapid-River Lake: then runs Weft five- miles, .and ‘is- of an oval
form. _The 'rabid ‘river is -the difcharge’ of Lake la- Ronge, where
there has been an eftablifhment for trade from' the  year 1782.- Since’
the {mall pox-ravaged thefe parts, there have been but few inhabi-
tants; thefe are of the Knifténeaux ‘tribe, and do not 'exceed ‘thirty’
men. The diret navigation continues to be through rivers and canals, -
interrupted by rapids; and the diftance to the firt Décharge is four
miles,- in'arWeﬁé?Iy' dire@tion. Then follows Lake de la- Moritagné;
* which runs. South-South-Weft three miles and an half, then North~ fix’
miles, through narrow - channéls, formed by iflands, -and" contifiues’
North-North-Weft five miles, to the portage of the fame name, which-
is.no {ooner croffed, ‘than another appears in fight, leading to the-Otter
Lake, from whence it is nine miles ‘Wefterly to the Otter- Po'rtag’é,i

1n latitude 55- 39- Between' this and the Portage du Diable;’ are ,
feveral rapids, and the diftance three miles and an half. Then fuc-
- ceeds the Jake of the fame name, running from South-Eaft to North-
Weit,
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Weft, five miles, and Weft four miles and an half. Thereis then a fuc-

ceffion of fmall lakes, rapids, and falls, producing the Portage des Ecors,
Portage du Galet, and Portage des Morts, the whole comprehending a

diftance of fix umiles, to the:lake of the latter name. ~ On the left fide

is.a point covered with human bones, the relics of the fmall pox ;- which

circumftance gave: the Partage and the lake this melancholy denomina--

tion. Its courfe‘ 18 South-Weft' fifteen miles, while. its breadth does not

_exceed three milés. From thence a rapid river.leads. to Portage.de
Hallier, which is followed by Lake de L’Ifle d’'Ours; it is, however, im-
properly called a lake, as it contains frequent’ impediments amongtt its
illands, from rapids.: There is-a very dangerous one about the centre of
itj, which is named the :Rapid qui ne parle point, or that never {peaks,
from its filent -whirlpool-motion. In fome of the whirlpools the
fution is fo_powerful, that they.are carefully avoided. At fome dif- }\
tance’ from the. filent . rapid, is' a narrow firait, where the Indians °
have- painted red figures on.the face' of a rock, and where it was their
cuﬂ‘o’m formtrly to xhake an offering of fome of the articles whieh they- |
The courfe in-this.

]ake, which 15 very meandenng, may be cﬂxmated at thirty-eight. rmles,'
gndbm,tCM1nated by the Portage du Canot Tourner, from the dange; to
which-thofe are fubjett who venture to run this rapid. From thence a-

~ river of one'mile and an half North-Weft courfe leads to the Portage de -
Bouleau, and in about half a mile to Portage des Epingles, fo caﬂé& from:

" the {harpnefs of its ftones. Then follows:the Lake des Souris, the direc--
tion agrofs which s amongft iflands, North-Weft by Weft fix miles. In-

this traverfe is an-ifland, which is remarkable for a very large flone; in’

the form of a bear, on which the natives have pamted the hcad and

gL e R {nout:
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faoitt of that aniidal; and -here théy alfo were formerly ‘accuftomed to
offer facrifices. This lake 1s fc-@ér_ate'd only by a narrow ftrait from the
Lake du.Serpent, which: runs North-North-Weft feven miles, to a nar-
row channel, that cnnefls it with another lake, bearing the fame name,
and running the famie coarfe for eleven miles, when the rapld of the fame
denomination is entered on the Weft fide of the Take. Itistobe remarked
here, that for about three or four miles. on the North-Weft fide of this
lake, there is an high bank of clay and fand, clothed with ctyptefs trees,
a cireumftance which is riot obfervable on any lakes hitherto mentioned,
as they are bounded, particularly on the North, by black and grey rocks.
It may:alfo be confidered as a moft extraordinary circam ftance, that the
_Chepewyans, go North-Wett from hence to the barren ‘grounds, which
" are _«their"own country, without the aﬂiﬁanlée'- of ‘canoes; as it is well
known that in évery other part which has been defcribed, from Cumber-
land Houfe; ‘the country is broken on either fide of ‘the dire@ion to'a
great éxtent: fo that a traveller could not go'at right angles with any

of the waters already mentioned, without meeting with others in- -every
- eight- br ten miles. This will alfo be. found to be very much the cafc
in prodeedmg to Portage la Loche |

- The‘laﬁ,mentzonedirapzdixs upwards ‘of three miles long; North-Weft
by Weft; there is, however, no carrying; as the line and poles are fuffi-
cient _to- drag ‘and fet:'thé- tanoe againft the ‘current. L ake Croche is |
then croffed in a Wefterly direttion of fix miles, though its whole Iength
may be twice that diftance; after which it comra&s 10'a river- that
runs Wefterly fo:r ten mxles, when it forms a bend whxch is left to the
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~South, and .entering a-portion of its waters «alled the Grafs‘River, whofe
-meandering, courfe is about fix miles, but in a dire& lin¢ not more than
baif that length, where it receives.its waters from the great river, whichhen

runs-Wellerly eleven miles before it forms the Knee Lake, whofe dire&ion
is-to the North of Weft. It is full of iflands for eighteen miles, and its
greatelt apparent breadth is not.more than five miles. The portage of
the fame name is {everal hundred. yards long, and over large flones. Its
latitude is 55. 50-and longitude 106. go. Two miles further North is
the commencement of the Croche Rapid, which is .a fucceffion .of -caf-
cades for about three miles, making a bend .due South to the Lake
du Primeau, whofe courfe is various, and through iflands, to the dif-
tance of about -fifteen miles. The banks of this lake are low, ftony,
and marthy, whofe grafs -and rufhes, afford fhelter and food to great
numbers of wild fowl. At its Weftern extremity is Portage la Puife,
from whence the river takes a meandering courfe, widening and <on-
tralling at intervals, and is much interrupted by rapids. After a
Weflerly - courfe of twenty miles, it -reaches Portage Pellet.  From
hence, in the courfe of feven miles, are three rapids, to which fucceeds
the Shagoina Lake, which may be eighteen miles .in circumference.
Then Shagoma firait and- rapid lead into the Lake of Ille a la Croifg, in
which the courfe is:South twenty miles, and South-South-Weft fourseen
miles, to the Point au Sable; oppofite to which is the: difcharge of the
Beaver-River, bearing South fix miles: the Jake in the diftance run, does
not exceed twelve miles in its greateft breadth. It ‘now turns Weft-
South-Wetft, the ifle a la Craif¢ being on. the South, and the maim land
on the Narth; and i clears the one and the other in ‘the diltance

of three mxles, the water prefenting an open horizon to right and
left: that on the left formed by a deep narrow bay, about ten leagues

in
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in depth; and that to the right by what is called la Riviere Creufe,
or Deep River, being a-canal of flill water, which is here four miles
wide. On following the laft courfe, Ifle a la-Crofle Fort appears on a
low ifthmus, at the diftance of five miles, and is in latitude 55. 25. North,
and longitude 107. 48. Wett.

This lake and fort take their names from the ifland juft mentioned,
which, as has been already obferved, received it denomination from the

game of the crofs, which forms a principal amufement among the
natives.

The fituation of this lake, the abundance of the fineft fifh in the
world to be found in its waters, the richnefs of its furrounding banks and
forefls, in moofe and fallow deer, with the vaft numbers of the fmaller
tribes of animals, whofe fkins are precious, and the numerous flocks of
wild fowl that frequent it in the {pring and fall, make it a moft defir-
able fpot for the conftant refidence of fome, and the occafional rendez-

vous of others of the inhabitants of the country, particularly of the
Knifteneaux.

Who the original peoplc were that were driven from it, when con-
quered by the Knifteneaux is not now known, as not a fingle veftige re-
ains of them. The latter, and the Chepewyans, are the only people that
‘have been knowh here; and it is evident that the laft-mentioned confider
themfelves as firangers, and feldom remain longer than three or four years,
without vifiting their relations and friends in the barren grounds, which
they term their native country. They were for fometime treated by

1 the
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the Knifteneaux as enemies; who now allow them to hunt to the
North of the track which has been defcribed, from Fort du Traite up-
wards, but when they occafionally meet them, they infift on contribu-
tions, and frequently punifh refiftance with their arms. This is fometimes
done at the forts, or places of trade, but then it appears. to be a voluntary
gift. A treat of rum is expefted on the occafion, which the Chepewyans
on no other account ever purchafe; and thofe only who have had fre-
quent intercourfe with the Knifteneaux have any inclination to drink
1L,

When the Europeans firft penetrated into this country, in 1777, the
people of both tribes were numerous, but the {mall pox was fatal to them
all, fo that there does not exift of the one, at prefent, more than forty re-
fident families; and the other has been from about thiity to two hun-
dred families. Thefe numbers are applicable to the conftant and lefs ambi-
tious inhabitants, who are fatisfied with the quiet pofleflion of a country
affording, without rifk or much trouble, .every thing neceflary to their
comfort; for fince traders have [pread themfelves over it, it isno more the
rendezvous of the errant Knifteneaux, part of whom ufed annually to re-
turn thither from the country of the Beaver River, which they had ex-
plored to its fource in their war and hunting excurfions and as far as the
Safkatchiwine, where they fometimes met people of their own nation, whe
had profecuted fimilar conquefis up that river. In that country they
found abundance of fith and animals, futh as have been already defcribed,
with the addition of the buffalos, who .range in the partial patches of
meadow {cattered along the rivers and lakes. From thence they re-
turned in the fpring to the friends whom they had left; and, at the fame

time
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lime met with others who had penetrated, with the fame defigns, into the
Athabalca country, which will be delcribed hereafter.

The {pring was the period of this Joyful meeting, when their time was
occupied in feafling, damc.ing, and other paftimes, which were occa-
fionally fufpended for facrifice, and religious folemnity : while the nar-
ratives of their travels, and the hiftory of their wars, amufed and animated
the feltival. The time of rejoicing was but fhort, and was foon inter-
rupted by'the neceflary preparations for their annual Journey to Churchill,
to exchange their furs for fuch European articles as were now become
neceflary to them. The fhortnels of the feafons, and the great length
of their way requiring the utmoft difpatch, the moft altive men of the
tribe, with their youngeft women, and a few of their children undertook
the voyage, under the direGion of fome of their chiefs, following the
waters already defcribed, to their difcharge at Churchill Faltory, which
are called, as has already been obferved, the Miffinipi, or Great Waters.
" There they remained no longer than was fufficient to barter their
commodities, with a fupernumerary, and a day or two to gratify them-
felves with the indulgence of [pirituous liquors. At the fame time the
inconfiderable quantity they could purchafe to carry away with them,
for a regale with their friends, was held facred, and referved to heighten
the enjoyment of their return home, when the amufements,;fcﬁivity,
and religious folemnities of the fpring were repeated. The ufual time
appropriated to thefe convivialities being completed, they feparated, to
purfue their different objetts; and if they were determined to go to war,
they made the neceffary arrangements for their future operations.

l2 But
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But we muft now renew the progrefs of the routc. It is not more
than two miles from Ifle a la Croffe Fort, to a point of land which
forms a cheek of that part of the lake called the Riviére Creufe, which
preferves the breadth already mentioned for upwards of twenty miles;
then contralls te about two, for the diftance of ten miles more, when it
opens to Lake Clear, which is very wide, and commands an open horizon,
keeping the Wekt fhore for fix miles. The whole of the diftance men-
uoned 1s about North-Weft, when, by a narrow, crooked channel, turn-
mg to the South of Wef, the entry is made into Lake du Boeuf, which is
contrafted near the middle, by a projeting fandy point; independent of
which it may be defcribed as from fix to twelve miles in breadth, thirty-
fix miles long, and in a North-Weft direftion. At the North-Weft
end, i latitude 56. 8. it receives the waters of the river la Loche, which,
in the fall of the year, is very fhallow, and navigated with difficulty
even by halfladen canoes. Its water is not fufficient to form ftrong
rapids, though from its rocky bottom the canoes are frequently in con-
fiderable danger. Including its meanders, the courfe of this river may
be computed at twenty-four miles, and receives its firft waters from the
lake of the fame name, which is about twenty miles long, and fix wide;
into which a fmall river flows, fufficient to bear loaded canoes, for
about a mile and an half, where the navrgauon ceafes; and the canoes,
with their lading, are carried. over the Portage la Locbe for thirteen .
miles. ‘

This portage is the ridge that divides the waters which difcharge them~
felves into Hudfon's Bay, from thofe that flow into the Northern ocean,
and is in the latitude 56. 20, and longitude 10g. 15. Weft. Itruns South’

_ Weft
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Weft until it lofes its local height between the Safkatchiwine and Elk
Rivers; clofe on the bank of the former, in latitude 53. 6. North, and
longitude 113. 45. Weft, it may be traced in an Eafterly direftion toward
latitude 58. 12. North, and longitude 103:. Weft, when it appears to
take its courfe due North, and may probably reach the Frozen Seas.

From Lake le Souris, the banks of the rivers and lakes difplay a
fmaller portion of folid rock. The land is low and fleny, intermixed
with a light, fandy foil, and clothed with wood. That of the Beaver
River is of a more produttive quality : but no part of it has ever been
cultivated by the natives or Europeans, except a fmall garden at the
Ifle a la Crofle, which well repaid the labour beftowed upon it.

The Portage la Loche is of a level furface, in fome parts abounding

with ftones, but in general it is an entire fand, and covered with the
cyprefs, the pine, the fpruce fir, and other trees natural to its foil. With-
a in three miles of the Nortb—Weﬁ‘terminarion, there is a fmall round
‘lake, Whofe diameter does not exceed a mile, and which affords a trif-
ling refpite to the labour of carrying. Within a mile of the termina-
tion of the Portage is a very fleep precipice, whofe afcent and defcent
appears to beequally impratticable in any way, as it confifts of a fuccel-
fion of cigﬁt hills, fome of which are almoft perpendicular; neverthelefs,

the Canadians contrive to furmount all thefe difficulties, even with their
canoes and lading.

- This precipice, which rifes upwards of a thoufand feet above the plain
beneath it, commands a moft extenfive, romantic, and ravifhing profpett.

From
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From thence the eye looks down on the courle of the little river, by fome
called the Swan river, and by others, the Clear-Water and Pelican river,
beautifully meandering for upwards of thirty miles. The valféy, which
is at once refrefhed and adorned by it, is about three miles in breadth, and 1s
confined by two lofty ridges of equal height, difplaying a moft delightful
intermixture of wood and lawp, and ftretching on till the blue mift obfcures
the profpeét. Some parts of the inclinin g heights are covered with ftately
forefls, relieved by promontbries of the fineft verdure, where the elk and
buffalo find pafture. Thefe are contrafted by fpots where fire has de-
. ftroyed the woods, and left a dreary void behind it. Nor, when I beheld
this wonderful difplay of uncultivated nature, was the moving {cenery of
human occupation wanting to complete the pi€ture. From this elevated
fituation, I beheld my people, diminithed, as it were, to half their fize,
employed in pitching their tents in a charming meadow, and among the
canoes, which, being turned upon their fides, prefented their reddened
bottoms in contraft with the furrounding verdure. At the fame time,
the procefs of gumming them produced numerous fmall fpires of fmoke,
which, as they rofe, enlivened the fcene, and at length blended with the
larger columns that alcended from the fires where the fuppers were pre-
paring.- It was in the month of September when I enjoyed a [cene, of
which I do not prefume to give an adequate delcription; and as it was
the rutting, feafon of the elk, the whiltling of that animal was heard
in all the variety which the echoes could afford it.

This nver, which waters and refle@s fuch enchanting {cenery, runs,
including its windings, upwards of eighty miles, when it difcharges
itfelf in the Elk River, according to the denomination of the natives, but

commonly
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::ommonly called by the white people, the Athabafca River, in latitude

506. 42. North.

At a fmall diftance from Portage la Loche, feveral carrying-places in-
terrupt the navigation of the river ; about the middle of which are fome
mineral fprings, whofe margins are covered with fulphureous incrufta-
tions. At the junion or fork, the Elk River is about three quarters of
a mile in breadth, and runs in a fleady current, fometimes contrafting,
but never increafing its channel, till, after receiving feveral fmall fireams,
it difcharges itfelf into the Lake of the Hills, in latitude 58. g6. North.
At about twenty-four miles from the Fork, are fome bitumenous foun-
tains, into which a pole of twenty feet long may be inferted without the
leaft refiftance. The bitumen is in a fluid ftate, and when mixed with
gum, or the refinous fubftance collefted from the {pruce fir, ferves to
gum the canoes. In its heated ftate it emits a fmell like that of fea-coal.
The banks of the river, which are there very elevated, difcover veins of
the fame bitumenous quality. At a fmall diftance from the Fork, houfes
have been erefted for the convenience of trading with a party of the

Knifteneaux, who vifit the adjacent country for the purpofe of hunting.

- At the diftance of about forty miles from the lake, is the Old Efta-
blifhment, which has been already mentioned, as formed by Mr. Pond
in the year 1778-g, and which was the only one in this part of the world,

till the year 1785. 1In the year 1788, it was transferred to the Lake of
the Hills, and formed on a point on its Southern fide, at about eight
miles from the difcharge of the river. It was named Fort Chepewyan,
and is in latitude ;8. 38, North, longitude 110. 26. Weft, and much
‘ better
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better fituated for trade and fifhing, as the people here have recourfe to - -
water for their fupport.

This being the place which I made my head-quarters for eight years,
and from whence I took my departure, on both_ my expeditions, I fhall
give fome account of it, with the manner of carrying on the trade there,
and other circumftances comnetted with it.

The laden canoes which leave Lake la Pluie about the firft of Auguft,
do not arrive here till the latter end of September, or the beginning of
OCttober, when a neceflary proportion of them is difpatched up the Peace
River to trade with the Beaver and Roeky-Mountain Indians. Others
are fent to the Slave River and Lake, or beyond them, and traffic with
the inhabitants of that country. A fmaill part of them, if not left at the

Fotk of the Elk River, return thither for the Knifteneaux, while the

reft of the people and merchandife remain here to carry on trade with
the Chepewyans. | N

Here have I arrived with npinety or an hundred men without any
provifion for their fuftenance; for whatever quantity might have been
obtained from the  natives during the fummer, it could not be more
‘than fufficient for the people difpatched to their different pofts; and
even if there were a cafual fuperfluity, it was abfolutely neceflary to
preferve it untouched, for the demands of the fpring. The whole de-
pendance, therefore, of thofe who remained, was on the lake, and fithing -
implements for the means of our fupport. The mets are fixty fathom
in length, when fet, and contain fifteen mefhes of five inches in depth.
The manner of ufing them is as follows: A fmall ftone and wooden

2 buoy
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buoy are faftened to the fide-line oppoﬁte to each other, at about the d‘i(:.
tance of two fathoms: when the net is carefully thrown into the water,

the flone finks it to the bottom, while the buoy keeps it at its full ex-’
tent, and it is fecured in its fituation by a ftone at either end. The

nets are vifited every day, and taken-out every other day to be cleaned

and dried. This is a very ready operation when the waters are not

ffozen, but when the froft has fet in, and the ice has acquired its greateft

thicKnefs, which is fometimes as much as five feet, holes are cut in it at'
.~ the diftance of thirty feet from each other, to the full length of the net;

one of them is larger than the reft, being generally about four feet fquare,

and is called the bafon: by means of them, and poles of a propor-

tionable length, the nets are placed in and drawn out of the water.

The fetting of hooks and lines is fo fimple an employment as to render

a defcription unnccelTary The white fifh are the principal obje&t of
purfuit: they fpawn in the fall of the year, and, at about the fetting
in of the hard froft, crowd in fhoals to the fhallow water, when as
many as poflible are taken, in order that a portion of them may be laid by
in the froft to provide againft the fcarc:ty of winter; as, dunng that {eafon,
the fith of every defcription decreafe in the lakes, if they do not altogether
difappear. 4 Some have fuppofed that during this period they are ftation-
ary, or affume an inaftive ftate. If there fhould be any 1ntervals of
warm weather during the fall, it is neceflary to fufpend the fith by the

tal] though they are not fo good as thofe which are altogether preflerved

by the froft. In this flate they remain to the beginning of April, when

they hé.ve been found as fweet as when they were caught.*

* This ﬁfherj requires the molt unremitting attention, as the voyaging Canadians are equally in-
dolent, extravagant, and improvident, whcn left to themfelves, and rxval the favages in a negleft of
the morrow.

m : | Thu& :
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Thus do thefe voyagers live, vear after year, entirely upon fith, with-
out even the quickening flavour of falt, or the variety of any farinaceous
root or vegetable. Salt, however, if their habits had not rendered it
unneceffary, might be obtained in this country to the Weftward of the
Peace River, where it lofes its name in that of the Slave River, from the
numerous falt-ponds and {prings to be found there, which will fupply in:
any quantity, in a ftate of concretion, and perfettly white and clean.
When the Indians pafs that way they bring a {mall quantity to the fort;
with other articles of traffic.

During a fhort period of the {pring and fall, great numbers of wild
fowl frequent this country, which prove a very gratifying food after fich.
a lbng privation of flefh-meat. It is remarkable, however, that the Ca-~
nadians who frequent the Peace, Safkatchiwine, and Affiniboin rivers,
and live altogether on venifon, have a lefs healthy appearance than thofe
whofe fuftenance is obtained from the waters. At the fame time: the
fcurvy is wholly unknown among them.

In the fall of the year the natives meet the traders at the forts, where
they barter the furs or provifions which they may have procured: they -
then obtain credit, and proceed to hunt the beavers, and do not returs
till the beginning of the year; when they are again. fitted out in the
fame manner and come back the latter end of March, or the beginning,
of April. They are now unwilling to repair to the beaver hunt until the

-waters are clear of ice, that they may kill them with fire-arms, which

the Chepewyans are averfe to employ. The major part of the latter
return to the barren grounds, and live during the fummer with their
relations.
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relations and friends in the enjoyment of that plenty which is derived
from numerous herds of deer. But thofe of that tribe who are moft
partial to thefe defarts, cannot remain there in winter, and they are
obliged, with the deer, to take fhelter in the woods durmg that rigorous
feafon, when they contrive to kill a few beavers, and fend them by young
men, to exchange for iron utenfils and ammunition.

Till the year 1782, the people of Athabalca fent or carried their furs
regularly to Fort Churchill, Hudfon’s Bay ; and fome of them have, fince
that time, repaired thither, notwithftanding they could have provided
themfelves with all the neceflaries. which they required. The difference
of the price fet on goods here and at that faftory, made. it an objeét
with the Chepewyans, to undertake a journey of five or fix months, in
the courfe of which they were reduced to the moft painful extremities,
‘and often loft their lives from hunger and fatigue. At prefent, however,
this traffic is in a great meafure difcontinued, as they were obliged
“to expend.in the courfe of their journey, that very. ammunition which
was its moft alluring objett.

Some -Account of the Knisteneaux Indians.

THES,EE people are fprea(i over a vaft extent of country. 'fTheir‘
language is the fame as that of the people who inhabit the. coaft of
m 2 » Briufh
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Britilh  America on the Atlantic, with the exception of the Efqut-
maux*, and continues along the Coaft of Labrador, and the gulph and
banks of St. Laurence to Montreal. The line then follows the Utawas
river to its fource; and continues from thence nearly Weft 'along the
high lands which divide the waters that fall into Lake Superior and
Hudfon’s Bay. It then proceeds till it firikes the middle part of the
river Winipic, following that water through the Lake Winipic, -to" the
difcharge of the Safkatchiwine into it; from thence it accompanies
the latter to Fort George, when the line, firiking by the head of
the Beaver River to the Elk River, runs along its banks to its dif-
’charge in the Lake of -the Hills; from which it may be carried
back Eaft, to the Ifle 4 la Croffe, and fo on to Churchill by the
Miffinipi. - The whole of the tra& between this line and Hudfor’s
'Bay and Straits, (except that of the Efquimaux in the latter), may
‘be faid to be exclufively the country of the Knifteneaux. Some of
them, indeed, have penetrated further Weft and South to the Red
River; to the South of Lake Winipic, and the South branch of the
Safkatchiwine, '

They are of a moderate ftature, well proportioned, and of great
altivity. Examples of deformity are feldom to be feen among them.
Their complexion is of a copper colour, and their hair black, which
is common to all the natives of North America. It is cut in vari-
ous forms, according to the fancy of the feveral - tribes, and by fome is.

* The fimilarity between their language, and that of the Algonquins; is an unequivocal proof
that they are the fame people, Specimens of their refpe&tive tongues will be hereafter given..

left

L4
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left in the long, lank, flow of nature. They very generally extraét
their beards, and both fexes manifeft a difpofition to pluck the hair from
every part of the body and limbs. Their eyes are black, keen, and
pe'rxetfating; their countenance open and agreeable, and it is a principal
- objeét of their vanity to give every poffible decoration to their perfons.
A material article in their toilettes is vermilion, which they contraft
with their native blue, white, and brown earths, to which charcoal is
frequently added. =

- Their drefs is at once fimple and commodious. It confifts of tight
leggins, reaching near the hip: a firip of cloth or leather, called
affian, about a foot wide, and five feet long, whole ends are drawn
inwards and hang behind and before, over a belt tied round the
“waift for that purpofe: a clofe veft or fhirt reaching down to the
former garment, and cinétured with a broad frip of parchment faftened
with thongs behind; and a cap for the head, confifting of a piece of

. far, or {mall fkin, with the brufh of the animal as a fufpended orna-

~ment: -a kind of robe is thrown occafionally over the whole of the
drefs, and ferves both night and day. Thefe articles, #ith the ad-
- dition of fhoes and mittens, conftitute the variety of their apparel.
The materials vary according to the feafon, and confift of drefled
- moofe-fkin, beaver prepared with the fur, or European woollens.
The leather is neatly painted, and fancifully worked in fome parts with
porcupine quills, and moofe-deer hair: the fhirts'and leggins are alfo
“-adorned with fringe and taffels; nor are the fhoes and mittens with-
out fomewhat of appropriate decoration, and worked with a cen-
fiderable degree of {kill and tafte, Thefe habiliments are put on, how-

ever,
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ever, as fancy or convenience fuggefts; and they will fometimes
_proceed to the chafe in the fevereft froft, covered 6nly with the {lighteft
of them. Their head-drefles are compofed of the feathers of the {wan,
‘the eagle, and other birds. The teeth, horns, and claws of different
‘animals, are alfo the occafional ornaments of the head and neck.
Their hair, however arranged, is always befmeared with greafe. The
making of every article of drefs is a female occupation; and the women,
though by no means inattentive to the decoration of their own per-
fons, appear to have a flill greater degree of pride in attending to the
appearance of the men, whofe faces are painted with more care than
-thofe of the women.

-

The female drefs is.formed of the fame matetials as thofe of the other

fex, but of a different make and arrangement. Their fhoes are commonly
plain, and their leggins gartered beneath the knee. The coat, or body
covering, falls down to the middle of the leg, and is faftened over the
thoulders with cords, a flap or cape turning down about eight inehes,
both before and behind, and agreeably ornamented with quill-work and
fringe; th# bottom is alfo fringed, and fancifully painted as high as
the knee. As it is very loofe, it is eaclofed round the wailt with a ftiff
belt, decorated with taflels, and faftened behind. The arms are covered
" to the wrift, with detached fleeves, which are fewed as far as the bend
of the arm; from thence they are drawn up to the neck, and the cor-
ners of them fall down' behind, as low-as the waift. The c_ép, when
‘they wear one, confifls of a certain quantity of leather or cloth, fewed
at one end, by which means it is kept on the head, and, hanging down

the
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the back, is faftened to the Belt, as' well as under the chin. The
upper garment is 4 robe like that worn by the men. Their hair is di-
vided on the crown, and tied' behind, or fometimes fafteried'in large knots
over the ears. They are fond of European articles; and prefer them
to their own native commodities. Their ornaments confift in common
with all favages, in braceléts, rings, and fimilar baubles. Sdie of the
women tatoo three perpendicular lines, which are fometimes double :
one from the céritre of the chin to that of the under lip, and one paralick
on either fide to the corner of the mouth. ‘

Of all the nations which I have feen on this contiment, the Knifte-
reaux women are the moft comely. Their figure is generally well pro-
portioned, and the regularity of their features would be acknowledged
by the more civilized people of Europe. Their complexion has lefs of

habits.

Thefe people are, in gcnér’-:a], fubjett to few diforders. The lues

venerea, however, is a common complaint, but cured by the applica-
tion of fimples, with whofe virtues they appear to be well acquaint-
ed. They are alfo fubje&t to fluxes, and pains in the breaft, which
fome have attributed to the very cold and keen air which they inhale;
but I fhould imagine that thefe complaints muft frequently proceed
from their immoderate indulgence in fat meat at their feafts, particularly
when they have been: preceded by long fafting.

They are naturally mild and affable, as well as juft in their deal-

ings,
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ings, not only among. themfelves, but with ftrangers*. They are alfo
generous and hofpxtable, and good-natured in the extreme, except when
their nature is perverted by the inflammatory influence of fpirituous
liquors. To their children they are indulgent to a fault. The father,
though he aflumes no command over them, is ever anxious to in-
firuct them in all the preparatory qualifications for war and hunt-

ing; while the mother is equally atteritive to her daughters in
' teaching them every thing that is confidered as neceffary to their
charafter and fituation. It does not appear that the hufband makes
any diftinftion between the children of his wife, though they may be
the offspring of different fathers. Illegitimacy is only attached to thofe

who are born before their mothers have cobabited with any man by the
title of hufband. * *

It does not appear, that Ehaﬂity is confidered by them as a virtue ;
or that fidelity is believed to be effential to the happinefs of wedded
life. Though it fometimes happens that the infidelity of a wife is
punifhed by the hufband with t'he,lo.fs of her hair, nofe, and perhaps
life; fuch feverity proceeds from its having been praflifed without his
permiﬂion: for a temporary interchange of wives is not uncommon;
and the offer of their perfons is confidered as a ncccfrary part of the
hofpitality due to firangers. ~

When a man lofes his wife, it is confidered as a duty to marry her

* They have been called thieves, but when that -vice can with jultice be attributed to them,

it gay be traced to their connettion with the civilized people who come into their country to
fraimc

fifter,
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fifter, if {hé Ras 6he; or he ‘may, if he pleafes, have them both at the

fame time.

It will appear from the fatal confequences I have repeatedly imputed
to the ufe of {pirituous liquors, that I more particularly confider
thefe people as having been, morally fpeaking, great fufferers from
their communication with the fubje@ts of civilized nations. At the
fame time they ﬁrcre not, in a {tate of nature, without their vices,
and fome of them of a kind which is the moft abhorrent to cul-
tivated and refleing man. I fhall only obferve that inceft and beftiality
are among them.’ |

When a young man mar}ies, he immediatel;r goes to live with the
father and mother of his wife, who treat him, neverthelefs, as a perfeét
ftranger, till after the birth of his firft child: he then attaches himfelf
more to them than his own parents; and his wife no longer gives him
any other denomination than that of the father of her child. '

-
,

The proféfﬁon of the men is war and hunting, and the more ac-
tive {cene of their duty is the field of battle, and the chafe in the
woods. They allo fpear fifh, but the management of the nets is
left to the women. The females of this nation are in the fame
fubordinate ftate with thofe of all other favage tribes; but the
feverity of their labour is much diminifhed by their fituation on
the banks of lakes and rivers, where they employ cances. In
the.;winter, when the waters are frozen, they make their journies,
which are never of any great length, with fledges drawn by dogs.

B They
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They are, at the fame time fubjet to every kind of domeftic drudgery:
they drefs the leather, make the clothes and fhoes, weave the nets, collect
wood, ereét the tents, fetch water, and perform every culinary fervice; o
that when the duties of maternal care are added, it will appear that
the life of thefe women is an uninterrupted fucceflion of toil and pain.
This, indeed, is,the fenfe they entertain of their own fituation; and,
under the- influence of that fentiment, they ar€ fometimes known to
deftroy their female children, to fave them from the miferies which they
‘themfelves have fuffered. They allo have a ready way, by the ufe of
certain fimples, of procuring abortions, which they fometimes prailife,
from their hatred of the father, or to fave themfelves the trouble which
children occafion: and, as I have been credibly informed, this unna-
tural a& is repeated without any mjury to the health of the women
who perpetrate it. '
The funeral rites bcgm Tike all other fo]emn ceremonials, with fmok-
. ing, and are concluded by a feaft. The body is  drefled in the beft habili- -
thents poflefled by the deceafed, or his relations, and is then depofited
,in a grave, lined with branches: fome domeftic utenfils are placed on
it, and a kind of canopy erefied over it. During this ceremony, great
lamentations are made, and if the departed perfon is very much regretted
the near relations cut off their hair, pierce the flefhy part of their thighs
and arms with arrows, knives, &c. and blacken their faces with charcoal.
If they have diftinguithed themfelves in war, they are fometimes laid ona
kind of fcaffolding; and I have been informed that women, as in the .
Eaft, have been known to facrifice themfelves to the manes of their

hwfbands. The whole of the property belonging to the departed perfon
' is
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is deftroyed, and the relations take in exchange for the wearing apparel,
any rags that will cover their nakednefs. The feat beftowed on the
. occafion, which is, or at leaft ufed to be.repeated annually, is accompa-
nied with eulogiums on the deceafed, and without any aéts of ferocity.
On the tomb are carved or painted the fymbols of his tribe, whlch are
taken from the different animals of the country.

Many and various are the motives Which induce a favage to engage
in war. To prove his courage, or to revenge the death of his rela-
tions, or fome of his tribe, by the maffatre of an enemy. If the tribe
feel themfelves called upon to go to war, the elders convene the people,
in order to know the general opinion. If it be for war, the chief pub-
lifhes his intention to fmoke in the facred ftem at a certhin period, to
which folemnity, meditation and fafting are required as.preparatory ce-

remonials, When the people are thus affembled, and the meeting fanc-
tified by the cuftom of {moking, the chief enlarges on the caules which
have called them together, and the neceflity of the meafures propofed
on the occafion. He then invites thofe who are willing to fol-
low him, to fmoke out.of the facred ftem, which is confidered as the
token of enrolment; and if it fhould be the general opinion, that
afliftance is neceffary, others are iavited, with great formality, to join
them. Every individual who attends thefe meetings brings fomething
with him as a token of his warlike intention, or as an obje& of facrifice,
which, when the affembly diffolves, is fulpended from poles near the
place of council.

They have frequent feafts, and particular circumf{tances never fail to
n 2 : produce:
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produce them; fuch as a tedious illnefs, long fafting, &c. On thefe
,occafions it is ufual for-the perfon who means to give the entertainment,
to announce his defign, on a certain day, of opening the medicine bag
and fmoking out of his facred flem. This declaration is confidered as a
facred vow that cannot be broken. There are alfo flated periods, fuch
as the fpring and autumn, when they engage in very long and folemn
ceremonies. On thefe occafions dogs are offered as facrifices, and thofe
which are very fat, and milk-white, are preferred. They alfo make large
offerings of their property, whatever it may be. The fcene of thefe ce-
remonies is in an open inclofure on the bank of a river or lake, and in
the moft confpicuous fituation, in order that fuch as are paffing along or
traveiling’, may be induced to make their offerings. Thereis alfo a par-
» ticular cuftom among them, that, on thefe occafions, if any of the tribe,
or even a ftranger, fhould be paffing by, and be in real want of any
thing that is difplayed as an offering, he has a right to take it, fo that
he replaces it with fome article he can fpare, though it be of far inferior
value: but to take or touch any. thing wantonly is confidered as a facri-
legious aft, and highly infulting *to the great Mafter of Life, to ufe

their own expreflion, who is the facred objett of their devotion.

The {cene of private facrifice 1s the lodge of the perfon who performs
it, which is prepared for that purpofe by removing every thing out of it, -
and [preading green branches in every part. The fire and afhes
are allo taken away. A new hearth is made of frefh earth, and another
fire is lighted. . The owner of the dwelling remains alone in it; and he
begins the ceremony by fpreading a piece of new cloth, or a well-drefled

_moofe-fkin neatly painted, on which he opens his medicine-bag and
‘ expofes
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- expofes its contents, confifting of various articles. The principal of
them is a kind of houfehold god, which is a {mall carved image about
eight inches long. 1Its firft covering is of down, over which a piece of
beech bark is clofely tied, and the whole is enveloped in feveral folds of
red and blue cloth. This little figure is an objeét of the moft pious re-
gard. The next article is his war-cap, which is decorated with the fea-
thers and plumes of {carce birds, beavers, and eagle’s claws, &c. There
is alfo fufpended from it a quill or feather for every enemy whom the
owner of it has flain in battle. The remaining contents of the bag are,
a pTece of Brazil tobacco, {everal roots and fimples, which are in great
eftimation for their medicinal qualities, and a pipe. Thefe articles being
all-expofed, and the fiem refting upon two forks, as it muit not touch
the ground, the mafter of the lodge fends for the perfon he moft efteems,
who fits down oppofite to him; the pipe is then filled and fixed to the

ftem. A pair of wo}ode’n’ pincers is provided to put the fire in the pipe,and

a double-pointed pin, to empty it of the remnant of tobacco which is not
confumed. This arrangemént being made, the men aflemble, and fome-
times the women are allowed to be humble fpe&tators, while the moft re-
ligious awe and folemnity pervades the whole. The Michiniwais, or
Afliftant, takes up the pipe, lights it, and prefents it to the officiating
perfon, who receives it ftanding and holds it between both his hands. He
then turns himfe!f to the Eaft, and draws a few whiffs, which he blows to
that point. The {fame ceremony he obferves to the other three quarters, |
with his eyes directed upwards during. the whole of it. He holds the
ftem about the middle between the three firft fingers of both hands, and
raifing them upon a line with his forehead, he fwings it three times
round from the Eaft, with the fun, when, after pointing and balancing it
n
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in various diretions, he repofes it on the forks: he then makes a fpeech
to explain the defign of their being called together, which concludes
with an acknowledgment of paft mercies, and a prayer for the continu-
ance of them, from the Mafter of Life. He then fits down, and the whole
company declare their approbation and thanks by uttering the word Ao /
with an emphatic prolongation of the laft letter. The Michiniwais then
takes up the pipe and holds it to the mouth of the officiating perfon,
who, after fmoking three whiffs out of it, utters a fhort prayer, and then
goes round with it, taking his courfe from Eait to Weft, to every perfon
prefent, who individuafly fays fomething to him on the occafion: and
thus the pipe is generally {moked out; when, after turning it three or
four times round his head, he drops it downwards, and replaces it in
its original fituation. He then returns the company thanks for their
attendance, and wifhes them, as well as the wholfa tribe, health and lon g
life.

Thefe fmoking rites precede every matter of great importance, with

more or lefs ceremony, but always with equal folemnity. The utility of
them will appear from the following relation.

If a chief is anxious to know the difpofition of his people towards him,
or if he wifhes to fettle any difference between them, he announces his
intention of opening his medicine-bag and {moking in his facred flem;
and no man who entertains a grudge againft any of the party thus affem-
bled can fmoke with the facred ftem ; as that ceremony diffipates all dif-
ferences, and is never violated.
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No one can avoid attending on thefe occafions; but a perfon may
attend and be excufed from affifting at the ceremonies, by acknowledg
ing that he has not undergone the neceflary purification. The having
cohabited with his wife, or any other woman, within twenty-four heurs
preceding the ceremony, renders him unclean, and, confequen_tly, dif-
qualifies him from performing any part of it. If a contraét is entered
into and folemnifed by the ceremony of fmoking, it never fails of being
faithfully fulfilled. If a perfon, previous to his going a journey, leaves
the facred fem as a pledge of his return, no confideration whatever will
prevent him from executing his engagement.#*

The chief, when he propofes to make a feaft, fends quills, or {mall
pieces of wood, as tokens of invitation to fuch as he wifhes to partake of
it. At the appoiﬁted time the guefts arrive,each bringing a difh or
platter, and a knife, and take their feats on each fide of the chief, who re-
ceives them fitting, according to their re{peftive ages. The pipe is then
lighted, and he makes an equal divifion of every thing that is pro-
vided. While the company are enjoying their meal, the chief fings,
and accompanies his fong with the tambourin, or fhifhiquoi, or
rattle.  The gueft who has firft eaten his portion is confidered as
the moft diftinguifhed perfon. If there fhould be any who cannot
finifh the whole of their mefs, they endeavour to prevail on fome of
their friends to eat it for them, who are rewarded for their afliftance
with ammunition and tobacco. It is proper alfo to remark, that at

* It is however to be lamented, that of late there is a relaxation of the duties originally attached
to thefe feftivals,
‘ . thefe
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thefe feafts a fmall quantity of meat or drink is facrificed, before they
begin to eat, by throwing it into the fire, or.on the earth.

Thefe feafts differ according to circumftances; fometimes each man’s
allowance is no more than he can difpatch in a couple of hours. At
other times the quantity is fufficient to fupply each of them with food
for a week, though it muft be devoured in a day. On thefe occafions -

Tt s very difficult to procure fubftitutes, and the whole muft be eaten
- whatever time it may require. At fome of thefe entertainments there
is a more rational arrangement, when the guefts are allowed to carry
- home with them the fuperfluous part of their portions. Great care is
always taken that the bones may be burned, as it would be confidered

a profanation were the dogs permitted to touch them.

The public feafts are conduélted in the fame manner, but with fome
additional ceremony. Several chiefs ofliciate at them, and procure the
neceffary provifions, as well as prepare a proper place of reception

- for the numerous company. Here the guefts difcourfe upon public
topics, repeat the heroic deeds of their forefathers, and excite the rifing
generation to follow their example. The entertainments on thefe occa-
fions confift of dried meats, as it would not be pratticable to drefsa
fufficient quantity of freth meat for fuch a large aflembly ; though the
women and children are excluded. "

Similar feafts ufed to be made at funerals, and annually, in honour of
the dead; but they have been, for fome time, growing into difufe, and
I never had an opportunity of being prefent at any of them.

The
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The women, who are forbidden to enter the places facred ta thefe -

feftivals, dance and fing around them, and fometimes beat time to the
mufic within them ; which forms an agreeable cbntrgﬁ.

With refpeft to their divifions of time, they compute the length of
their journies by the number of nights pafled in performing them; and
they divide the year by the fucceflion of moons. In ‘this calculation,
however, they are not altogether corrett, as they cannot account for the

odd days.

The names which they give to the moons are defcriptive of the feveral

feafons.

May = Atheiky o Pifhim -
June - - Oppinu o Pifhim -

July - - ‘Aupalcen o Pifhim .

Auguft - Aupahouo Pithim -
. September Wafkifcon o Pifhim -

Oétober - Wilac o Pithim -
November Thithigon Pewai o Pithim
. Kufkatinayoui o Pifhim
" December Pawatchicananafis o Pifhim
January - Kufhapawafticanum o Pifhim
o

Frog-Moon.

The Moon in which birds
begin to lay their eggs.
The Moon when birds caft

their feathers.
The Moon when the young
birds begin to fly.
The Moon when the moole-
deer caft their horns,
The Rutting-Moon.
Hoar-Froft-Moon.
Ice-Moon.
Whirlwind"Moon. _
Extreme cold Moon. ,
February
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Febroaty - Kiclil Pithim - - - Big Moon; fome fay, old
o o o Moon.

March - Mickyfue Pdhim ~ - Eagle Moon.

April - Nifcaw o Pifhim - Goofe-Moon.

Thicfe people kiow tlie medicinal virtaes of many herbs and fimples,
attd ‘apply Yhe rdots of plants and the bark of trees with fuccefs. But
thé conjireérs, who Hichopolize the hedical fcience, find it rreceﬁ?n‘y
to blend myftery with their art, and do not communicate their. know-
ledge. Their materia medica they adminifter in the form of purges
and clyfiersy diit the reriedies at firgical operaeicns are Tuppofed to
derive much of their effeét from magic and incantation. When a blifter
rifes in the foot from the froft, the chaffing of the fhoe, &c. they im-
medlately open it; and apply the heated blade of a knife to the part,
which, pam’ful as it may be, is found to be efficacious. A fharp flint
ferves thefn a5 a Taricet for letting blood, as well as for fearification in
bruifes and Twellings.- For fprains; the dung of an animal juft killed is
confidefed ds the beft reinedy. They are very fond of European medi-
¢ines, though they are ignorant of their application: and thofe articles
form a corfiderable part of the European traffic with them.

Among their various fuperflitions, they believe that the vapour which
is feen to hover over moift and fwampy places, is the fpirit of fome perfon
lately dead. They alfo fancy another {] pirit which appears, in. the fhape
of a man, upon the trees near the lodge of a perfon deceafed, whofe pro-
perty has not been interred with them. He is répreferted as bearing a .
gun in his hand, and it is believed that he does notréturn to his reft, till the
property that has been withheld from the grave has been facrificed to it.

Examples
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Examples of the Knifieneaux and Algonquin Tongues; :

: Knifteneaux. ’ Algonquin
Good Spirit

Evil Spirit
Man -
Woman -
Male .
Female -
Infant = -
Head
Forehead
Hair

Eyes .
Nofe ~ .
Noftrils .«
Mouth :

Ki jai Manitou
Matchi manitou
Ethinpi -
Efquois -
Nap hew
Non-genfe
A’ wafh ifh
Us ti quoin
- Es caa tick
Wes ty-ky
Es kis och
Ofkiwin -
Qo tith ee go mow
O toune _ -
Wi it tah' -
' .Qta}i)ﬂ}:ani _ -
Michitoune -
With i tip. -
O tow ee gie
ui ow -

Ki jai Manitou.
Matchi manitou.
Inini. -
Ich-quois.
Aquoif.
Non-genfe
Abi nont-chen.,
O’chiti-goine.
O caticE.
Wineflis.
Ofkingick.
O’chengewane.
Ni-de-ni-guom.
O tonne.
Nibit.
Q-tai-na-ni.
Onmichitonn.
Aba-e winikan.
O-ta wagane.
‘quoi gan.
Nigon dagane.

My teeth
Tongue
Beard
Brain
Ears .
Neck

O nik -

Che chee
- Wos kos fia -

Q's fpig gy

No pis quan. -
- Nattay .

QO povam . .
- No che quoin nah
~ Nofk .

O thea - -

Noo ta wie

Nigah wei

Negoufis

Netanis

.

O nic.
Ni nid gines,
Os-kenge..
Opikegan.
Ni-pi quoini.
Ni my fat.
Obaname
Ni gui tck.
Ni gatte.
Othg;i.
Noffai.
Nigah. )
Nigouiffés

" Nidanifs.

Arms

Fingers
Nails -~
Side ‘-

My back = - .
My belly " . .
Thighs <
My knees 7
Legs -
Heart -
My father *

My mother

My boy (fon) .
My girl (daughter
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Throat - - O koot tas gy
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Knifteneaux. Algonquin,

Ni flefs
Ne mifls
Ne moo fhum -
N’ o kum -
N’ o%a mifs™ -
Ne too fim -
Ne too fim efquois
~ Nifigoufe = -
Niftah -
Ne wechi wagan
Ni nap pem -
Mith coo -
Shipap - -
Ne kis fi wafth en
Ne goos tow -
Ne hea tha tom Mamoud gikifi.
Pethom - Oda‘vi'(agan.
Misconna = . Pemi ka wois.
Haukimah - Mi onodis.
Kifmouthefk - Ke moutifké.
Meyee - . Moui.
Mouftouche Pichike.
Sigous - Shingoufs.
Shicak - . Shi-kak., -
Mouftouche Michai woi.
Attick - Atick.
Attick - Wa walquefh.
Amifk - Amic. -
l%ui qua katch Quin quoagki.
nnequachas Otchi ta mou,
Sa quafue Shaugouch.
Nekick Ni guick.
Mayegan - Maygan.
Wapouce Wapouce.
Marten Wappiftan Wabichinfe,
Moofe ‘ Mouf{wah Monfe
Bear - Mafqua Macqua.
Fither - Wryalk Od-jifck.

My brother, elder
My fifter, elder
My grandfather.
My grandmother
My uncle -
My nephew

My niece -
My mother in law
My brother in law
My companion
My hufband
Blood -
Old Man

I am angr

I fear st -
Joy -
Hearing -
Track -
Chief, great ruler
Thief -
Excrement
Buffalo

Ferret

Polecat

Elk -

Rein deer -
Fallow deer
Beaver
Woolverine
: Squirrel

Minx

Otter

Wolf

Hare

Nis-a-yen.
Nimilain.
Ni-mi-chomifs.
No-co-mifs.
N1 ni michomen,
Ne do jim.
Ni-do-jim equois.
Ni figoufifs.

- Nitah. -
Ni-wit-chi-Wagan.
Ni na bem.
Mifquoi.

Aki win fe,
Nif katifliwine.
Nifeft gufe.

ionocuvl-nu:c..nJ.ovvllcllc
llll‘lllll

Lynx
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Knifteneaux. Algonquin.

Pechou.

Kack.

Wagouche.
Wa-jack.

Wai wa be gou noge.
Nochena pichik.
Wi-als.

Ant-moufe.

Me-guiflis.
Shifipy
K&Kaki‘
Wa-pe-fy.
’Miﬂi%ay?
Ajack.
Pi-na-fy.
Nic kack.
Woi wois.
Pos ta kifk.
Permr ainfe. PR
Che qui bis.
O mi-mis.
‘Wa Weni.
Kenongé.
Na me bine.
'Na Maiu.
Aticaming.
Oh-ga.
Ki-cons.

Lynx - Picheu -
Porcupine - Cau quah -
Fox - Ma kifew -
Muik Rat Wajatk -
Moufe - Abicufhifs -
Cow Buffalo Nofhi Mouftouche
Meat-flefh Wias -
Dog - Atim e
Eagle - Makulue
Duck - Sy Sip -
Crow, Corbeau Ca Cawkeu -
Swan - Wapifeu -
Turkey - Mes fei thew -
Pheafants - Okés kew - -
Bird - Pethefew -
Outard - Nifca -
White Goofe Wey %Vois S -
Grey Goofe Peftafith -
Partridge - Pithew -

- Water Hen Chiquibifh -
Dove - Omi Mee.
Eggs - Wa Wah
Piie or Jack Kenonge
Carp - Na may bin

- Sturgeon -

Na May
White Fifh Aticaming
Pikrel -

Fifh ( ) Oc-chaw

ith (in genera Kenongée -
Spawn s - Waquogn/ -
Fins - Chi chi kan -
Trout Nay goufe -
Craw Fifh - A &a gee -
F ro§ . Athicﬁ

Walp Ah moo

Turtle Mikinack

_Snake Kimbick
Awl Ofcajick

-

Wa guock.

O nidj-igan.
Na Men Goule.
A cha kens chacque.
O ma ka ki.
A mon.
Mi-ki-nack.
Ki nai bick.
Ma-gofe.

Needle




Needle
Fire Steel
Fire wood
Cradle
Dagger
Argfw

Fifh Hook
Ax

Ear-bob
Comb

Net

Tree

Wood
Paddle -
Cahoe -
Birch Rind
Bark -

Touch Wood -

Leaf -
Grafs -
Rafpberries
Strawberries
Athes -
Fire -
Grapes -
F ogp -
Mud -
Currant -
Road

‘Winter
Ifland

Lake

Sun

Moon

Day
Night
Snow
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Knifteneaux.

Saboinigan -

Appet -
szcr:)h—tah -
Teckinigan -
Ta comagau -
Augufk or Atouche
Quofquipichican

Shegaygan -
Chiii%’e%ifoun ,
Sicahoun
Athabe
Mifhck
Miftick

- Aboi

Chiman

Wafquoi .
Walquoi _
Poufagan _
Nepethah
Mafquofi .
Mifqui-meinac
O/’-tal-e mipac =~
Pecouch = - .
Scon tay -

*Shomenac _

Pakifhihow -
Afus ki . -
Kifijiwin _ -
Mefcanah -
Pipoun -
Miniftick _ -
Sagayigan. -
Pifim

Tibifca pefim (the nig
Sun -
Kigigah -
Tibj(gcaa -
Counah -
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Algonquin,

Sha-bo nigan.
Scoutecgan.
Miffane.
Tickina-gan.
Na-ba-ke-gou-man.
Mettic ka nouins.
Maneton Miquifcane.
Wagagvette.

Na be chi be foun.
Pin ack wan.
Aflap.

Miti-coum.

-Mitie.
- Abaqui.

S-chiman.

. Wig nafs.

On-na-guege.
Sa-ga-tagan.
N i-%iche.
Mafquof.

- Mifqui meipac.

’-tai-e minac.
Pengoul.

Scou tay.
Shomenac.

A Winni.

A Shifki. .
Ki{ chi woin. -
Mickanan.

: Pipcne.

Minifs. -

Sagayigan.
Kijs.

Dibic kijifs.
Kigi gatte.

Dibic kawte,
So qui po.
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Knifteneaux. - Algonquin,

Rain Kimiwoin -
Drift - Pewan

Hail - Shes eagan "
Ice - Melquaming
Froft - Aquatin -
Mift - - Picafyow -
Water - - Nepec - -
World - Mefle afky (allthe earth
Mountain Wachee -

Sea - Kitchi kitchi ga ming
Morning Kequifhepe -
Mid-day Abetah quifheik Na ock quéi.
Poriage Unygam =~ - Ouni-gam.
Spring Meroufcaming Mino ka ming.
River ‘Sipee - -~ Sipis

Rapid - Bawaltick =~ - Ba wetick.
Rivulet : - Sepeefis - Sipi ‘wes chin.
Sand -~ Thotaw - . Ne gawe.

Earth - = Alkee - Ach’ki.

Star Attack - - Anahg.

Thunder Pithufeu , - Nimiki.

Wind - - Thoutin No tine

Calm Athawoftin A-no-a-tine,
Heat guiﬁli&oi ’ - Aboycé.

Evening a kathiké O’n-a-guche.
North Kywoitin Ke wortinak.
South - Sawena woon Sha-wa-na-wang.
Eaft - Coflrawcaftak Wa-ba-no-notine.
Welt - Paquifimow “Panguis-chi-mo.
To-morrow Wabank Wa-bang.

Bone - Ofkann Oc-kann.

Broth - Michim waboi T haboub.

Feaft - Ma qua fee Wicon qui wine,
Greale or oil Pimis - Pimi-tais.
Marrow fat Ofcan pimis Ofka- pimitais.
Sinew - Afsts Attifs.

Lodge - Wig-waum Wi-gui-wam,
Bed - Ne pa win Ne pai wine.

K1 mi woni.
Pi-woine.

Me qua menfan.
Me quam.
Gas-ga-tin.
An-quo-et.
Ni-pei.

Miffi achki.
Watthive.
Kitchi-kitchi ga ming.
Ki-ki-jep.
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Within

Door

Dith

Fort

Sledge
Cintture

Cap

Socks

"~ Shirt

Coat.

Blanket

Cloth

Thread
Garters
Mittens

Shoes -
Smoking bag
Portage {ling
Straiton -
Medicine -
Red -
Blue -
White -
Yellow -
Green -
Brown -
Gnley, &ec.

U -
H%r?dfome
Beautiful -
Deaf -
Good-natured
Pregnant -
Fat -
Big -
Small or little
Short -
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Knifteneaux,

Pendog ké
Squandam
Othagan
Wafgaigan -
Tabana
Poquoatehoun
Aftotin -~ -
Afhican ‘
Papackeweyan
Papife-co-wagan
Wape weyang
Maneto weguin
Affabab -
Chi ki-bifoon
Aftiffack -
Mafkifin -
Kufquepetagan
Apifan -
Goi afk -
Mas ki kee -
Mes coh -
Kafqutch (fameasblack
Wabifca -
Saw waw -

Chibatiquare -

] | B I g

Mache na goufeu
Catawaflifeu -
Kiffi Sawenogan
Nima petom -
Mithiwathin -
Paawie

Outhineu
Mutfhikitee
Abifatheu
Chemafhfh

T N Y I

Algonquin.

Pendig.
Scouandam.

O’ na gann.
Wa-kuigan.
Otabanac.
Ketche pifou.
Pe matinang.

A chi-gan.

Pa pa ki weyan.
Papife-co-wagan.
Wape weyan.
Maneto weguin.
Affabab. :
Ni ga{ke-tafe befoun.
Medjicawine.
Makaifin,
Kalquepetagan.
Apican.

Goi-ack.

/"—'\;
;//Q

- Macki-ki.

Mes-cowa.
O-jawes-cowa.
Wabifca.
O-jawa.
O’jawes-cowa.

‘Jawes-cowa.
O’jawes-cowa.
Mous-counu-goufe.
Nam biffa.

uoi Natch.
Ka ki be chai.
Onichifhin.
Andjioko.
Oui-ni-noe.
Mefsha.
Agu-chin.
Tackofi.




Skin
Long
Strong

Coward
Weak
Lean

Brave -

Young man
Cold -
Hot -
Spring -~ -
Summer = -
Fall

One

Two

Three

Four

Eleven

Twelve
Thirteen

Fourteen
Fifteen
Sixteen

Seventeen -

Fighteen - -

-
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Kniftencaux.,

Wian -

Kinwain
Maicawa

Sagatahaw
Nitha miffew

Mahta waw

- Nima Guftaw
Ofquineguifh

: Kiﬂ'm -
Kichatai -
Minoufcaming
Nibin -
Tagowagonk
Peyac -
Nifheu -
Nifhtou -
Neway .-

" Ni-annan = -
Negoutawoefic
Nifh woific. -
Jannmanew -
Shack -
‘Mitatat . -

* Peyac ofap -

 Nifheu ofé’p
Nichtou ofap

Neway ofap. -
Niannan ofap

~ . .Nigoutawoefic ofap .

Nifh woefic ofap

. janhane& ofap

Nineteen .- - ' ,"--.,',"Shaclgf ofap . "~ .

P

»-.nl'n.nllcnnnnlullnuc

Algonquin.
Wian.

Kiniwa.
Mache-cawa.
Mas cawife.
Cha-goutai-ye.
Cha-goulfi.

Ka wa ca-tofa.
Son qui taigé.
Ofkinigui.
Kiffinan.
Kicha tai
Minokaming.
Nibiqui.

Ta owag.
Pecheik.
Nige. .

“Nis-wois.

Ne-au.

Na-nan.

Ni gouta waswois, -
Nigi-was-wois.

:She was wois. ,
. Shang was wois.
- Mit-affwois.

Mitaffwois, hachi, pe-
cheik.

“Mitaflwois, hachi, nige. -

Mitaflwors,
wols. :
Mitaflwois, hachi, ne-au.
Mitaflwois, hachi,nanan.
Mitaflwois, hachi, ne-
goutawafwois.
Mitaflwots, hachi, nigi
walwols. _
Mitaflwois, hachi; fhi-

walwols, -

hachi, mif-

-Mitaffwois, hachi, fhang

as wois, ‘-
Twenty
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Twenty -
Twenty-one

Twenty-two, &c.

Thirty -
Forty -
Fifty

Sixty

Seventy -
Elghty -
Ninety -
Hundred

Two Hundred

One thoufand

Firft -
Laft - -
More

Better -
Beft -

I, or me -
You, or thou

- They, or them
We -
My, or mine
Your’s -
Who -
Whom -
What -
His, or her’s
All .-

* Some, or fome few
The fame -
All the world
All the men

‘Nitayan
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Knifteneaux.

Nifheu mitenah -
Nifhew mitenah peyac
ofap - -
Nifheu mitenah nifhew
ofap -
Nifhtou mitenah
Neway mienah
Niannan mitenah -
Negoutawoific mitenah

Nifhwoific mitenah

Jannaeu mitenah

Shack mitenah

Mitana mitinah

Nethew mitena a mite-

Mitenah mitena mite-
mah -

'glican . -

dquayatc -

N?ina{; -

Athiwack mithawathin

Atliwack mithawafhin

Nitha -

Kitha -

Withawaw

Nithawaw

i
}.

Kitayan

Awoiné

Otaya;x

Kakithau

Pey peyac -
Tabefcoutch -

Mifli acki wanque
Kakithaw Ethi nyock

Algonquin,
Nigeta-nan.

Nigeta nan, hachi, pe-

chic.

Nifwois mitanan.

Neau mitanan.

Nanan mitanan.

Nigouta was wois mi-
tanan.

Nigi was wois mitanamn.

She was wois mitanan,

Shang was wois mitanan.

Ningoutwack.

Nige wack.

Kitchi-wack.

IS\I}itam. o
uolyanque,

A;E chiy mirql. .

Awachimin o nichi fhen.

Kitchi o nichi fhin.

Nin.

Kin.

Win na wa.

Nina wa.

Nida yam.

Kitayam.

Auoni,

Kegol nin..

Wo

Otayim mis.

Kakenan.

Pe-pichic.

Mi ta yoche.

Mifhiwai afky.

Ml Ininmi wock.,.

More:




More -
Now and then
Sometimes
Seldom -
Arrive -
Beat -
To burn -
To fing

To cut

To hide

To cover

To believe -
To fleep

To difpute
To dance A
To give -
To do -
To eat -
To die -
To forget

To {peak

To cry (tears)
To laugh

To fet down
To walk -
To fall -
To work

To kill -
To fell -
To hive -
To fee -
To come -
Enough -
Cry (tears)

It hails -

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
‘ -
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Kniftencaux.

Mina -

T as-cow-puco

. 'Ta couchin

Otamaha

- Miftafcafoo

Na

moun

- Kifquifhan
- Catann

Acquahoun

- 'Tabeitam

There 1s S )

There 1s fome - 7

- Nepan -

Ke ko mi towock

Nemaytow
Mith -

Ogitann -

iffinee -
Nepew -

- Wimnekifkifew

Athimetakcoufé
Mantow

Papew -
Nematappe

_ Pimoutais

Packifin
Ah tus kew
Nipahaw
Attawoin

. Pimatife

Wabam

Aftamoteh

Egothigog
anteau

~ Shifiagan

Aya wa .
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Algonquin,

Mina wa.
Nannigoutengue.

“Wica-ac-ko.
Ta-gouchin,
Packit-ais.
Icha-quifo.

Nagam.

8:}1 qui jan.
- Cafo tawe.

A conaoune.
Tai boitam.

Ni pann.

Ki quaidiwinc.
Nimic.

Mih.
O-gitoune.
l\g{i niwin.

i po wen.’
Wolﬁxi mi kaw,
Aninntagouffé.
Ma wi.

Pa.pe.

Na matape win,
Pemouflai.
Panguifhin,
Anokeh.
Nifhi-woes.
Ata wols.
Pematis.
Wab, ‘
Pitta-fi-moufs.

* Mi mi nic.

Ambal ma wita,
Sai faigaun.

Ayawan, .




It rains -

After to-morrow

To-day -

Thereaway bl

Much -
Prefently
Make, heart
This morning
This night -
Above -

By-and-bye
Always -
Make hafte

Its long fince -

-
-
-
-

T -
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-
’-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
'
-

A GENERAL

Kniftencaux.

Quimiwoin

. .Awis wabank

Anoutch

. Netoi

Michett
Pichifqua
uithipeh

Shebas
Tibifcag
Efpimin g
Tabaffifh
Taboeiy

‘Safhay

-Minah .
i Tacoufhick
Wathow

gui{hiwoac
Nima wecatch
Nima -

.Ah._

.Pa-nima

Ka-ki-kee ..

Quethe eh

Mewal a._
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Algonquin..

Qui mi woin.
Awes wabang.
Non gum.
Awoité.

Ni b1 wa.
Pitchinac.
Wai we be.
Shai bas.

+De bi cong.

. O kitchiai.

- Ana mai. 4

.- Ne da wache.
Sha fhaye,

-Mina wa.

: Pltchmago
" Wafla.
- Paifhou.

Ka wi ka.

. Ka wine, .
- Pa-nima,
Ka quinick, . - -

- Niguim.

Mon wifha. - |

Some Account of t]ze C/Lepewyan 1. ndtans;'{ |

THEY area numerous people, who conﬁder the country between the
parallels of latitude 60. and 65. North, aﬂd kmgmzde 100. to 110. Weft,
as their lands or }'ome They fpeak a cop10us Ianguage, which is very
difficult to be attamed and furnithes dialefts to the various emigrant
tribes which inhabit the followmg immenfe track of country, whofe

boundary
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boundary I fhall ldefc;ibe?.‘ It begins at Churchill, and runs along the
line of feparation between them and the Knifteneaux, up the Miffinipi to
the Ifle & la Crofle, pafling on through the Buffalo Lake, River Lake,
and Portage la. Loche: from thence it proceeds by the Elk River to
the Lake of the Hills, and goes direétly Weft to the Peace River; and -
up that river to its fource and n;ibutary.waters-, from whence it pro-
ceeds to the waters of the river Columbia; and follows that river to
latitude 52. 24. North, anrdv longitude 122. 54. Welt, where the Chepe-
wyans have the Atnah or Chin Nation for their neighbours. It then takes
a line due Wett to the fea-coaft, within which, the country is poffefled by
a people who fpeak their 'language‘l"ﬂ‘w&/are conlequently defcended
from them: there can be no doubt, therefore; of their progrefs being to
the Eaftward. A tribe of them is even known at the upper eftablifhments
on the Safkatchiwine; and I do not” pretend to alcertain how far they
may follow the Rocky Mountains to the Eaft.

It is not poﬂible to form any Juﬁ e{hmate of thexr numbers, but it is
apparent, neverthelefs, that they -are by no means proportionate to the
vaft extent of their territorjes, which may, in fome degree, be attributed
to the ravages of the. fmall _pox,. which are, more or lefs, evident

) t,h‘oughoutvthg part of the- contineat. . .
 The notion which th?f‘?ﬁ?%b entertain of the creation, is of a very

Lo R ...
R B

* Thofe of t.hem who come to tradc wnh us, do not exceed eight. hundred mer, and have a
imat‘terxrfg of the’ Knifteneaux tdngue, uf which’ they carry on their dealings with us, ' -

+ The coaft is inhabited on' the North-Wc{f by, the Eka:raut, and om thc Picific Ocean by a
people different from both,

fingular
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fingular nature. They believe that, at the firft, the globe was one vaft and
entire ocean, mhabited by no living creature, except a mighty bird,
whofe eyes were fire, whofe glances were lightning, and the clap-
ping of whofe wings were thunder. On his defcent to the ocean, and
touching it, the earth inftantly arofe, and remained on the furface of the
waters. This omnipotent bird then-¢alled forth all the variety of ani-
mals from the earth, except the Chepewyans, who were produced
from a dog; and this circumftance occafions their averfion to the fleth
of that animal, as well as the people who eat it. This extraordinary
traditton proceedsto relate, that the great bird, having finifhed his work,
made an-arrow, which was to be preferved with great care, and to remamn
untouched; but that the Chepewyans were fo devoid of underftand-

ing, as to carry it away; and the facrilege fo enraged the great bird, that
he has never fince appeared.

They have alfo a tradition amongft them, that they originally came
from another country, inhabited by very wicked people, and had tra-
verfed a great lake, which was narrow, fhallow, and full of flands, where
they had fuffered great mifery, it being always winter, with ice and deep
fnow. At the Copper-Mine River, where they made the firft land, the
ground was covered with copper, over which a body of earth had fince
been collefted, to the depth of a man’s height. They believe, alfo, that
in ancient times their anceflors lived tilt their feet were worn out with
walking, and their throats with eating. They defcribe a deluge, when
the waters {pread over the whole earth, except the higheft mountains,
on the tops of which they preferved themfelves.

They
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* They believe, that immediately after their death, they pafs into ago-
ther world, where they arrive at a large river, on which they embark ina
fione canoe, and that a gentle current bears them on to an extenfive lake,
in the centre of which is a moft beautiful ifland; and that, in the view of
this delightful abode, they receive that judgment for their conduét dur-
ing life, which terminates their final flate and unalterable allotment. If
their good aftions are declared to predominate, they are landed upon
the ifland, where there is to be no end to their happinefs; which, how-
ever, according to their notions, confifts in an eternal enjoyment of
fenfual pleafure, and carnal gratification. But if their bad aftions weigh
down the balance, the flone canoe finks at once, and leaves them up to
their chins in the water, to behold and regret the reward enjoyed by
the good, and eternally ftruggling, but with unavailing endeavours, to
reach the blifsful ifland, from which they are excluded for ever.

They bave forae faint notions of the tranfmigration of the foul; fo
that if a child be born with teeth, they inftantly imagine, from its pre-
mature appearance, that it bears a refemblance to fome perfon who
had lived to an advanced period, and that he has afflumed a renovated
life, with thefe extraordinary tokens. of maturity.

The Chepewyans are fober, timorous, and vagrant, with a felfith dif-
- pofition which has fometimes created fufpicions of their integrity. Their
Rature has nothing remarkable in it; but though they are feldom cbrpu-
lent, they ate fometimes robuft. Their complexion is fwarthy ; their fea-
tures coai'fe, and their hair lank, but not always of a dingy black; nor have
they univerfally the piercing eye, which generally animates the Indian.

cquntenance;
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countenance. The women have a more agreeable afpeft than the men,
‘but their gait is awkward, which proceeds from their being accuftomed,
nine months in the year, to travel .on fnow-fhoes and drag fledges
of a weight from two to four hundred pounds. They are very fubmif-
five to their hufbands, "who have, h0wcver, their fits of jealoufy; and,
for very trifling caufes, treat them with fuch cruelty as fometimes to oc-
cafion their death. They are frequently.objetts of traffic; and the father
pofleffes the right of difpofing of his daughter*u.l The men in general
extraét their beards, though fome of them are feen to prefer a bufhy,
black beard, to a fmooth chin. They cut their hair in various forms, or
leave it in a long, natural flow, according as their caprice or fancy
fuggefts.” The women always wear it in great length, and-fome of them
are very attentive to its arrangement. If they at any time appear de-
fpoiled of their trefles, it is to be efteemed a proof of the hufband’s
jealoufy, and is confidered as a feverer punifhment than manual cor-
reftion. Both fexes have blue.or black - bars, or from one to four
ftraight lines on their cheeks or forehead, to :diftinguifh the tribe to
- which they belong. Thefe marks are either tatooed, or made by draw-
ing a thread, dipped in the neeeffary colour, beneath the fkin, -

1

There are no people more attentive to the comforts of their drefs, or

“lefs anxious refpeéting its exterior appearance. * In the winter it is- eom-
pofed of the fkins of deer, and their fa 'ns,*éndf drefled as fine'as-ady -
~chamois leather, in the hair. In the fummer their :apparel - is” the- fame,
~eXcept that it is prepared without -the ha1r.~ T«hexrnfhoesanduleggms

L L. .. ..'v P KV LD i elan

¥ T‘uy do not, howev er, fcl‘ them as flaves, bat as co'npamfms to tho & w ho are fupgofed Jgo live
) . RN e R T T
more comiorianly than themfelv es. -

o ) are
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are fewn together, the latter reaching upwards to the middle, and being
fupported by a belt, under which a fmall piece of leather is drawn to
cover the private parts, the ends of which fall down both before and
behind. In the fhoes they put the hair of the moofe or rein-deer with
additional pieces of leather as focks. The fhirt or coat, when girted
round the waift, reaches to the middle of the thigh, and the mittens
are lewed to the fleeves, or are fufpended by firings from the fthoulders,
A ruff or tippet furrounds the neck, and the fkin of the head of the deer
forms a curious kind of cap. A robe, made of feveral deer or fawn
fkins fewed together, covers the whole. T_hi's: drefs is worn fingle or
double, but always in the winter, with the hair within and without.
Thus arrayed, a C:hepefﬁvyanj will lay himfelf down on the ice in the
middle of a lake, and repofe in comfort; thdugh he will fometimes find
a difficulty- in the morning to difencumber himfelf from the fnow drift-

ed on him during the night. If in his paflage he fhould be in want of -

provifion, he cuts -an hole in the ice, when he feldom fails of taking
- fome trout or pikc,f_whoié eyes he inflantly fcoops out, and eats as a
great delicacy ; but if they fhould not be fufficient to fatisfy his appe-
tite, he will, in this neceflity make his meal of the fith in its raw
flate; but, thofe whom I faw, preferred to, drefs their vi€tuals when
circumftances admitted the neceffary prepar;‘;tion. When they are in
that pai't of their country which does not i)roduce a {ufficient quan-
tity of wood for fuel, they are reduced to the fame exigency, though
they generally dry their meat in the {fun.*

’ The

\L

'
* The provifion called Pemican, on which the Chepewyans, as well as the other favages of this
country, chiefly fubfift in their journies, is prepared in the following manner. The lean parts of the
flefh of the larger animals are cut in thin flices, and are placed on a wooden grate over a flow fire, or

RNy
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The drefs of the women differs from that of the men. -Their
leggins are tied bclow the knee; and their coat or fhift i wide,
hanging down to the ancle, and is tucked.up at pleafure by means
of a belt, which is faftened round the wailt. Thofe who have
children have thefe garments made very full about the fhoulders, as
when they are travelling they carry their infants upon their backs,
next their fkin, in which fituation they are perfeétly comfortable and in
a pofition convenient to be fuckled. Nor do they difcontinue to- give
their milk to them'till they have another child. Child-birth is not the
objett of that tender care and ferious attention among the favages as it
is among civilifed people. At this period no part of their ufual occn-
pation is ‘omitted, and this continual and regular -exerctfe muft con
tribute to the welfare of the mother, both in the progrefs of parturition
and in the moment of delivery. The women have a fingular cafiom of
- cutting off a fmall piece of the navel ftring of the new-born children,
and hang it about their necks: they are alfo curious in the covering they
make for it, which they decorate with porcupine’s quills and beads.

Though the women are as mach in the power of the ‘men, as any
other articles of their property, they are always conlulted, and poflefs a

expofed to the fun, and fometimes to the froft. Thefe operations dry it, and in. that flate it is pounded
between two {tones: it will then keep with care for ieveral years. If, however, it is kept in large
quantities, it is difpofed to ferment in the fpring of the year, when it muft be expoled to the air, orit
will foon decay. The infide fat, and that of the rump, whica is much thicker in thele wild than our
domeftic animals, is melted down and mixed, in a boiling Rate. with the pounded ih&t, in equal pro-
Pportions: it is then put in bafkets or bags for thc convenicnce of carrying it. Thus it becomes 2
nutritious food, and is eaten, without any further preparaticn, or the addition of fpice, falt, or any
vegetable or farinaceous fubftance. A little time reconciles it to the palate. There is another fort
made with the addition of marrow and dried berries, which is of a fuperior quality,

very
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very confiderable influence in the trafic with Europeans, and other

important concerns.

Plurality of wives is common among them, and the ceremony of mar-

riage is of a very fimple nature. The girls are betrothed at a very
early period to thofe whom the parents think the beft able to fupport

" them: nor is the inclination of the woman confidered. Whenever a
feparation takes place, which fometimes happens, it depends entirely
on the will and pleafure of the hufband. 1n common with the other
Indians of this country, they have a cuftom refpeiting the periodical
ftate of a woman, which is rigoroufly obferved: at that time {he muft
feclude herfelf from fociety. They are not even allowed in that fitua-
tion to keep the fame path as the men, when travelling: and it is
confidered a great breach of decency for 2 woman fo circamiianced to
touch any utenfils of manly occupation. Such a circumftanee is fup-
pofed to defile them, fo that their {ubfequent ufe would be followed
by certain mifchief or misfortune. - There are particular fkins which the
women never touch, as of the bear and wolf; and thofe anmmals the
men are feldom known to kill.

~ They are not remarkable for their atlivity as hunters, which is owing
to the eafe with which they fnare deer and fpear fith: and thefe occupa-
tions aré not beyond the firength of their old men, women, and boys : fo
thas they participate in thofe laborious occupations, which among their~
neighbours, are ¢onfined to the women. Fhey make war on the Efqui-
maux, whoicannot refift their ﬁ:’peéi'or numbers, and put them to d‘éath‘,
as it is' @ principle with them never to make prifoners. At the fame
: qe time




CxXiv A GENERAL HISTORY

time they tamely fubmit to the Knifteneaux, who are not fo numerous
as themfelves, when they treat them as enemies.

They do not affet that cold referve at meeting, either among them-
felves or ftrangers, which 1s common with the Kmifteneaux, but com-
municate mutually, and at once, all the information of which they are
poflefled. Nor are they roufed like them from an apparent torpor to
a ftate of great aftivity. They are confequently more uniform in this
refpeét, though they are of a very perfevering dlfpoﬁuon when . thexr
intereft is concerned.

As thefe people are not addited to fpirituous liquors, they have a
'regular and uninterrupted ufe of their underftanding, which is always
dire€ted to the advancement of their own intereft; and this difpafition,
as may be readily imagined, fometimes occafions them to be charged
with fraudulent habits. © They will fubmit with patience to the fevereft
treatment, when they are confcious that they deferve it, but will never
forget or forgive any wanton or unneceflary rigour. A moderate
condut I never found to fail, nor do I hefitate to reprefent them,
altogether, as the moft peaceable tribe of Indians known in North
America.

- There are conjurers and high-priefts, but I was not prefent at any of
their ceremonies; though they certainly operate in an extraordinary
manner on the imaginations of the people in the cure of diforders.
) Their principal matadies are, rheumatic pains, the flux and confumption.

The venereal complaint i3\ very common ; but though its progrefs is
: flow,
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flow, it gradually undermines the conftitution, and brings on premature
decay. They have recourfe to fuperftition for their cure, and charms
are their only remedies, except the bark of the willow, which being
burned and reduced to powder, is firewed upon green wounds %nd ulcers,
and places contrived for promoting perfpiration. Of the ufe of fimples
and plants they have no knowledge; nor can it be expefted, as their
country does not produce them. )

Though they have enjoyed fo long an intercourfe with Europeans,
their country is fo barren, as not to be capable of producing the ordi-
nary neceflaries naturally introduced by fuch a communication; and
they continue, in a great meafure, their own inconvenient and awkward
modes of taking their game and preparing it when taken. Sometimes
they drive the deer into the fmall lakes, where they fpear them, or force

N )
them into inclofured;where the bow and arrow are employed againft
them. Thefe animals are alfo taken in fnares made of fkin. In the

former inftance the game is divided among thofe who have been engaged
in the purfuit of it. In the latter it is confidered as private property;
" neverthelefs, any unfuccelsful hunter paffing b);, may take a deer fo
caught, leaving the head, fkin, and faddle for the owner. Thus, though
they have no regular government, as every man is lord in his own
family, they are influenced, more or lefs, by certain principles which
conduce to their genéral benefit. .

In their quarrels with each other, they very rarely proceed to a greater
degree of violence than is occafioned by blows, wreftling, and pulling of
s the
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the hair, while their abufive language confifts in applying the name of
the moft offenfive animal to the obje&t of their difplealure, and adding
the term ugly, and chiay, or fhll-born.?-

Their arms and domeflic apparatus, in addition to the articles pro-
cured from Europeans, are fpears, bows, and arrows, ﬁfhing-néts, ‘and
lines madc of green deer-fkin thongs. They have alfo nets for taking
the beaver as he endeavours to efcape from his lodge when it is broken
open. -t is fet in a particular manner for the purpofe, and a man is
eployed to watch the moment when he enters the fnare, or he would
foen cut his way throughit. He is then thrown upon the ice, where
he remains as if he had no life in him.

The fnow-fhoes are of very fuperior workmanthip. The inner part of
their frame is firaight, the outer one is curved, and it is pointed at both
ends, with that in front turned up. They are alfo laced with great
peatpefs with thongs made of deer-fkin. The fledges are formed of thin
flips of board turned up alfo ia front, and are highly polifhed with
crooked knives, in order to flide along with facility. Clofe-grained
wood is, on that account, the beft; but theirs are made of the red or
{wamp fpruce-fir tree.

The country, which thefe people claim as their land, has a very
fmall quantity of earth, and produces little or no wood or herbage.

* This name 1s alfo applicable to the footus of an apimal, when killed, which is confidered as oms .
of the greateft-delicacies. ' T '

Its
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Its chief vegetable fubftance is the wofs;, on Which the deer feed; and -

a kind of roek mofs, which, ift tifies of fearcity; preférves the lives of
the natives. When boiled in water,, it diffolves into a clammy, glutitiots,
fubftance, that affords a very fufficient nourifhment. But, notwithftand-
" ing the batrén flate of their tountry; with proper caré and economy,
thele people iight live in great comfort, for the lakés abound with fifh,
and the hills are covereéd with deer.  Though, of all the Ifidian peoplé
of this continent they are confidered as the moft provident, they fuffer
feverely at certain feafons, and particularly in the dead of - wintef, when
they are under the neceflity of retiring to their fcanty, flinted woods;
To the Weftward of them the mufk-ox may be found, but they have.
no dependence on it as an article of fuﬁen_a'nce. There are alo large
hares, a few white wolves, peculiar to their conntry, and feverat kinds
of foxes, with white and grey partridges, &c. The beaver and moofe-
deer they do not find till they come within 6o degrees North latitude;
and the buffalo is ftill further South. That animal is known to frequent

an higher latitude to the Wefiward of their country. Thefe people
bring pieces of beautiful variegated marble, which are found on the fut- -

face of the earth. It is eafily worked, bears 2 fine polifh, and barders
with time ; it ‘endures heat, and is manufaétured into pipes or calumets,
as they are very fond of fmoking tobacco; a luxury which the Furo-
peans communicated to them. .

Their amufements or recreations are but few. Their mufic is fo
inharmonious; and their dancing fo awkward, that they might be “fap-
pofed to be athamed of both, as they very feldom pratife either.
They alfo fhoot at marks, and play at the games common among them ;

’ but
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but in falt theyi pi‘éfer fleeping to either; and the greater part of their
time is paffed in procuring food, and refling from the toil neceffary to
obtain it. |

~ They are allo of a querulous difpofition, and are continually making
complaints; which they exprefs by a conftant repetition of the word
eduly, “ it is hard,” in a whining and plaintive tone of voice.

_ They are fuperflitious in the extreme,and almoft every attion of their
lives, however trivial, is more or lefs influenced by fome whimfical notion.
I never obferved that they had any particular form of religious worthip;
but as they believe in a good and evil fpirit, and a flate of future
rewards and punifhments, they cannot be devoid of religious impreflions.

At the fame time they manifet a decided unwdlmgnefs to make any
communications on the fubjet.

-

" The Chepewjans have been accufed of abandoning their aged and
infirm people to perifh, and of not burying their dead; but thefe are
melancholy neceffities, which proceed from their wandering way of
life. Theyare by no means univerfal, for it is within my.knowledge,
that a man, rendered helplefs by the pally, was carried about for many
years, with the greateft tendernefs and attention, till he died a natural
death. That they fhould not bury their dead in their own country can-
not be imputed to them as a cuftom arifing from a favage infenfibility,

as they inhabit fuch high latitudes that the ground never thaws; but
it is well known, that when they are in the woods, they cover their
dead with trees. Befides, they manifeft no common refpect to the

memory

~
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memory of their departed friends, by a long period of mourning, cut-
ting off their hair, and never making ufe of the property of the deceafed.
Nay, they frequently deftroy or facrifice their own, as a token of regret
and forrow.

If there be any people who, from the barren ftate of their country,
might be fuppofed to be cannibals by nature, thefe people, from the
~ difficulty they, at times, experience in procuring food, might be liable
to that imputation. But, in all my knowledge of them, I never was ac-
quainted with one inftance of that difpofition ; nor among all the natives
which I met with in a route of five thoufand miles, did I fee or hear of
an example of cannibalifm, but fuch as arofe from that irrefiftible ne-
ceffity, which has been known to impel even the moft civilifed people
to cat each other. |

Example of the Chepewyan Tongue.

Man - - - Dinnie.

Woman = - - Chequots.

Young man - .- _Quelaquis.

Young woman - - Quelaquis chequoi.
My fon - - Z1 azay.

My daughter - - Zi lengai.

My hu{bpand - - Zi dinnie.

My wife - - Zi zayunai.

My brother - - Zi raing.

My father - - - Zi tah.

My mother - - Zi nah.

My grandfather - - Zi unal.

Me or my - - See.

I - - - Ne.

You N = - Nun.

They - - - Be.

Head - - - Edthie.
| r Hand
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Hand -

Leg

Foot

Eyes .

Teeth

Side

Belly

Tongue

Hair

Back

Blood -
The Knee -
Clothes or Blanket

© Coat -

Leggin -
Sh(gé: -
Robe or Blanket
Sleeves -
Mittens -
Cap -
Swan -
Duck -
Goofe nd-
‘White partr: '
Gre pg.rtridg%e}
Buffalo -
Moofe deer
Rein-deer
Beaver

Bear

Otter

Martin
Wolvereen
Wolf

Fox

Hare

Dog -
Beaver-fkin
Otter-fkin
Moofe-fkin

Fat -
Greafe

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
g
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

Law.
Edthen.
Cuh.
Nackhay.
Goo.
Kac-hey.
Bitt.
Edthu.
Thiegah.
Lofleh.
Dell.
Cha-gutt.
Etlunay.
Eeh.
Thell.
Kinchee.
Thuth.
Bah.
Geefe.
Sah.
Kagouce.
Keth.
Gah.
Cafs bah.
Deyee.
Giddy. -
Dinyai.
Edthun.
Zah.
Zafs,
Naby-ai.

Thah.

Naguiyai.

§e s {I;I’ouneay.}
C:Eue ey. :
Sliengh.

Zah thith.
Naby-ai thith.
Deny-ai thith,
Fcah :

Thiefs.
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Meat - -
Pike - -
White-fith

Trout

Pickerel

Fifhhook

Fifhline

One -

Two * -
Three -

Four -

Five -

Six -

Seven -

Elght v

Nine '

Ten

Twent

Fire y

Water

Ice

-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
- .
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

Bid.
Uldiah.
Slouey.
Slouyzinai.
O’Gah.
Ge-eth.
Clulez.
Slachy.

' Naghur.

Tagh-y.

~ Dengk-y.

Safoulachee.
Alki tar-hy-y.

Alki deing-hy
Cakina hanoth-na.
Ca noth na.

Na ghur cha noth na.
Counn.

Toue.

Dethkin.

Thun.

Yath.

Thinnelfee.
Touey.

Tf:{l’ce.y

Zeth,

Thaih.

Gui-ch.

Edowh.

Edzah.

Nouey.

Telkti!t);ly.
Telkithy counna.
Befs.

Thynle.

Sah.
Deli coufe.

- Dell zin,

Na-houn-ny.
Leyzong.
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Not good
Stinking 4
Bad, ugly \
Long Ig 1nce

Now, to-day
To-morrow

By-and-bye, or prefcntly

Houlfe, or lodge
Canoe
Door
Leather-lod
- Chief gf
Mine -
His
Yours’
Large -
Small, or little
I love you

Leyzong houll
Geddeyg i

Sliene
Galla(;{nna.

- Ganneh. -

Gambeh.
Carahoulleh.
Cooen. ~
Shaluzee.
The o ball.
N’abalay.
Buchahudry.
Zidzy.
Bedzy.
Nuntzy.
Unfhaw.
Chautah.
Ba choinichdinh.

I hate you

I am to be pmed

My relation -
Give me water -
Give me meat -
Give me fith -
Give me meat to éat
Give me water to drink
Is it far off .

Is it near -

It is not far -

It is near - -
How many -
What call you him, or that Etla houllia.
Come here S Yeu deffay.
Pain, or fuffering _ I-yah.

It’s hard - * Eduyah.
You lie - Untzee.
What then - | Edlaw-gueh.

Bucnoinichadinh hillay.
Eft-chouneft-hinay.
Sy lod, inmay
Too hanmltu
Beds-hanniltu.
Sloeeh anneltu.
Bid Barheether,
To Barhithen.
Netha uzany.
Nilduay uzany.
Nitha-h lal
Nilduay.
Etlane dey.

IIIllllllll'ltllllll.l‘ll!llilll
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"JOURNAL

OF A

CHAPTER L

Embarked . at Fort C/w/zeup'an, on the Lake of the Hzlls, in company .mz/z
M. Le Roux. Account of the party, provifions, &c. Direllion of
the courfe. Enter one of the branches of the Lake. Arrive in the
Peace River. Appearance.of the land. Navzgatwn of the river. Arrive
at the mouth of the Dog River. Succeffrve defeription of feveral carrying
places. A canoe loft in one of the Falls. E/zﬁinp on Point de Rocke.
Courfe continued. Set the nets, Ec. Ay /ﬁve at the Slave Lake. The
” weather extremely cold. Bamks of the Ewer deferibed, with its trees,
Jfoil, &c. Account of the animal produéiums, and the fifhery of the
. Lake. Obliged to wait till the moving of the ice. Three families of
Indians arrive from At/zabafca Beavers, gcefe and fwans killed. The
nets cndangercd by ice. Re-imbark and land on a fmall Yland. Cou'r]é

| continued along the fhores, and . acrofs the bays of the Lake. Various
Jucceffes of the hunters. Steer for an ifland where there was plenty of
cranberries and fmall onions. Kill Jeveral rem deer Land on an
Yland named Ifle ¢ la Cache. Clouds of ng/’guztoes

1789.

une

‘/V E embarked at nine oclock in the mormng, at'Fort Cheoewyan, kar'f?;"f;)
on the South ﬁde of the Lake of the Hills, in latitude 58. 40. North, -
and Iongmxde 110, 30 Weﬁ from Greenwich, and compafs has fixteen

"B AR degrees
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JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE

degrees variation Eaft, in a canoe made ¢f birch bark. The crew con-
fifted of four Canadians, two of whom were attended by their wives,
and a German; we were accompani)ed alfo by an Indian, who had
acquired the title of Englifh Chief, and his two wives, in a fmall canoe,
with two young Indians; his followers in another fmall canoe. Thefe
men were engaged to ferve us in the twofold capacity of interpreters
‘and hunters. This Indian was-one of the: followers of the chief who
condu&ed Mr. Hearne to the ﬂper-mme river, and has fince been a
pr1nc1pa1 leader of his cotintry who ‘were in the habit of carrying
furs to Churchlll Fallory, I-( dfon’s Bay, and till of late very much
aftached% the intereft ‘of that company. Thefe ¢ircumftances pro-
cured hxm the appellatlon of the Enghfh Chxef '

\\ e were e allo accompamed by a canoe thatI had equlpped for the
purpofe oftrade, and given the charge of it to M. Lé Roux, one of the
Company’s clerks. “Inthis I was obliged to fhip part of our prov1ﬁon
which, with the clothmg neceflary for us on the voyage, a proper
affortment of the articles of merchandize as prefents, to enfure us a
friendly receptxon among the Indians, and the ammunition and arms
requifite for defence as ‘well as a fupply for our huntcrs were more
than our 6wn canoe tould carfy, but’ by thé time we thould part com-
pany, theré was every reafon to fuppofe that’ our expendrturc would
make fufficient room for the whole.

We proceeded twenty-one miles to the Weft, and then-took a courfe
of nine miles to Ndrth—NorihoWe& when we éntered the river, or one
of the branches of the lake, of which there are Iéveral We then fleered
North five mlles, when our courfe changed for two miles to North-

North
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North-Eaft, and here at feven in the evening we landed and pitched
our tents. One of: the. hunters killed a goofe,.and a couple of ducks;
at the fame time the canoe. was taken out of the water,. to be gummed,
which neceflary bufinels was effe@ually performed.

We embarked at four: this morning, and proceeded North-North-
Eaft half a mile, North one mile and. a half, Weft two miles, North-
Weft two miles, Weft-North-Weft one mile and a half, North-North-
Weft half a mile, and Weft-North-Weft two miles, when this branch
lofes itfelf in the Peace River. It is remarkable, that the cur-
rents of thefe various branches of the lake, when the Peace River
is high, as in May and Auguff, run into the lake, which in the
other months-of the year returns its waters to them; whence to this
place, the branch is not more than two "hundred yards wide, nor
lefs than an hundred and twenty. The banks are rather low, except in
one place, where an huge rock rifes above them.  The low land is
covered with wood, fuch as white birch, pines of different kinds, with
the poplar, three kinds' of willow, and the liard.

The .Péace, River is upwards of a ‘mile: broad at this {pot, and its
current is fironger than that of the channel which communicates with
the lake. It here, indeed, affumes the name of the Slave River.*
The courfe of this day was as follows:—North-Weft -two miles,
North-North-Weft, through iflands, fix miles, North four miles and a
half, North by Eaft two miles, Weft by North- fix miles, North one

* The Slave I_ndi_ang _ havin,g bcen dnven from their. o;éginal countr);, by fheir 'cx'mmi.ci the K;miﬁc;
aaux, atong the borders of this‘part Bf the river, Tt received that title, though it by no means involvet
the idea of fervitude, but :was-givest o theko fygitives s a:tesm. of reproach, that denoted more than
common favagenefs, '

B2 | mile,

Thur[day 4.
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mile, North-Eaft by Ealt two miles, North one mile..- Wenow defcended
a rapid, and proceeded North-Weft {feven miles. and a half, North-
Wetit nine miles, North by Well fix -miles, North-Weft by Weft one mile
and a half, North-Weft by North half a mile, North-North-Weft fix
miles, North one mile, North-Weft by Weft four miles, North-North-
Eaft one mile. Here we arrived at the mouth of the Dog River, where
we landed, and unloaded our canoes, at half paft feven in the evening,
on the Eaft fide, and clofe by the rapids. At. this ftation the river is
near two leagues in breadth.: . ' L
| N
At three o'clock in the morning we embarked, but unloaded our ca\noes
at the firft rapid. When we had reloaded, wé. entered a -fmall_channel,
which is formed by the iflands, and, in about -half an hour, we ca
to the carrying place. It 'is three hundred and eighty paces in length
and very commodious, except at the further end of it. "We found fo
difficulty in reloading at this {fpot, from the large quantity of ice which
had not yet thawed. From hence to the next carrying: place, called the
Portage d' Embarras, is about fix miles, and is occafioned by the drift wood
filling up the {mall channel, which is one thoufand and twenty paces in
length; from hence to the next is oné mile and a half, while the diftance to
that which fucceeds, does not exceed one hundred -and fifty-yards, It is
about the fame length as the laft; and from hence to the carrying place
called the Mountain, is about four miles further ; when we entered the
great rivers:: The fmaller one; or- the channel, affords by far the beft
paffage, as it is without hazard of .any kind,- though I ‘believe a fhorter
courfe would be found on the outfide of the iflands, and without fo
many cafrying places. That called the Mountain is three hundred and
thirty-five paces in length; from thence to the‘next,"-nax'hed the Peli-
‘ can,
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can, there is about a mile of dangerous rapids. The landing is very  17%.

June.

fteep, and clofe to the fall. The length of this carrying-place is eight ‘e
hundred and twenty paces. ‘ ‘

The whole of the party were now employed ‘i_n' taking the baggage

and the canoe up the hill. One of the Indian canoes went down the
fall, and was dafhed to pieces. The woman who had the management
of it, by quitting it in time, preferved her life, though the loft the little
property it contained.

‘The courfe from the place we quitted in the morning is about North-
Weft, and comprehends a diftance of fifteen miles. From hence to the
next and laft carrying place, is about nine miles; in which diftance there
are three rapids: courfe North-Weft by Weft. The carrying path is
very bad, and five hundred and thirty-five paces in length. Qur canoes
being lightened, pafled on the outfide of the oppofite ifland, which ren-
dered the carrying of the baggage very fhort indeed, being not more
than the length of a canoe. In the year 1786, five men were drowned,
and two canoes and fome packages Ioft, in the rapids on the other fide
of the river, which occafioned this place to be called the Portage des
Noyés. They were proceeding to the Slave Lake, in the fall of that
year, under the diretion of Mr. Cuthbert Grant. We ~proceeded from
hence fix miles, and encamped on Point de Roche, at half paft five
in the afternoon. The men and Indians were very much fatigued;
but the hunters had provided feven geefe, a’bcaver, and four d‘uck‘s.

We embarked at half paft two in the mormng, and ﬁeered North Saturday 6.
Weft by North twenty-one mlles, North-Wcﬁ by Weﬁ ﬁve mxles Weﬂ- '

_North-
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North-Weft four miles, Weft fix miles, doubled a point North-North-
Eaft one mile, Eaft five miles, North two miles, North-Weft by North
one mile and a half, Weft-North-Weft three miles, North-Eaft by Eaft
two miles, doubled a point one mile and a half, Weft by North nine
miles, North-Welt by Weft fix miles, North-North-Weft' five miles;
here we landed at {ix. o’clock in the evening, unloaded, and encamped.
Nets were alfo fetin a {mall adjacent river. We had an head wind
during the greater part of the day, and the weather was become {o cold
that the Indians were obliged to make ufe of their mittens. In this
day’s progrels we killed feven geefe and fix ducks.

At half paft three we renewed our voyage, and proceeded Wefl-

North-Weft one mile, round an ifland one mile, North-Weft two miles
and a half, South by Weit three miles, Weft-South-Weft one mile,
South-Weft by South half a mile, N orth-Weﬁ three mxlcs, Weft-North-
Wett three miles and a half, North feven miles and a_half, North-Weft
by North four miles, North two miles and a half, North-Weft by North
two miles. The rain, which had prevailed for fome time, now came on
with fuch violence, that we were obliged to land and unload, to prevent
the goods and baggage from getting wet; the Weather, hbwever {oon
cleared up, {o that we reloaded the canoe, and got under way. We now
continued our courfe North ten miles, Weft one mile and a half,and North
one mile and a half, when the rain came on again, and rendered. it abfo-
lutely neceflary for us to get on fhore for the night, at about half paft
three. We had a ftrong North-Nbrth-Eaﬁ wind throughout the day,
which greatly impeded us ; M. Le Roux, however, with his party, pafled
on in fearch of a landing place more agreeable to them. The Indians
killed a couple of geele, and -as many ducks. The rain continued

through the remaining part of the day.
The
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The night was very boifterous, and the rain did not ceafe till two in
the afternoon of this day; but as the wind did not abate of its v1olencc,
we-were ptevemed from proceeding till the morrow.

We embarked at half paﬁ'two in the morning, the weather being ¢alm
and foggy. Soonafter our two young men joined us, whom we had not
feen for two days; but during their abfence they had killed four
beavers and- ten geefe. After a courfe of one mile . North-Weft
by North, we. obferved an. opening on the right, which ‘we took
for a fork' of the river, but it proved to be a lake. We returned and
fteered South-Weft by Weft one mile and a half, Weft-South-Weft one
mile and-a half, Weft one mile, when we entered a very fmall branch of
the river on the Eaft bank ; at the mouth of which I was informed there
had been a carrying place, owing to the quantity of drift wood, which
then filled up the paffage, but has fince been carried away. The courfe
of this river is meanderiag, and tends to the North, and in about ten
miles falls into the Slave Lake, where we arrived at nine in the morn-
ing, when we found a great change in the weather, as it was become
extremely cold. The lake was entirely covered with ice, and did not
feem in any degree to ‘have given way, but near the fhore. The gnats
and mutkitoes which were very troublefome during our paffage along
the river, did not venture to accompany us to this colder region.

The banks of the river both above and below the rapids, were on
both fides covered with the various kinds of wood common to this
country ; particularly the Weftern fide; the land being lower and confift-
ing of a rich black {oil. “This artificial ground is carried down by the

ftream,
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fiream, and refts upondrift wood, fo as to be eight or ten feet deep.
The eaftern banks are more elevated, and the foil a yellow clay mixed
with gravel ; {o that the trees are neither fo large or numerous as.on the
oppofite fhore. The ground was not thawed above fourteen inches in
- depth ; notwithftanding the leaf was at its full growth; ‘while along the
lake there was fcarcely any appearance of verdure. -

The Indians informed me, that, at a very fmall diftance from either
bank of the river, are very extenfive plains, frequented by large herds of
buffaloes; while the moofe and rein-deer keep in the woods that border
on it. The beavers, which are in great numbers, build their habi-
tations in the {mall lakes and rivers, as, in the larger ftreams, the ice
carries every thing along with it, during the fpring. The mud banks
in the river are covered with wild fowl; and we this morning killed two
fwans, ten geefe, and one beaver, without fuffering the delay of an
hour; fo that we might have foon’filled the canoe with them, if that
had been our objett. ‘

From the [mall river we fteered Eaft, along the infide of a long fand-
bank, covered with drift wood and enlivened by a few willows, which
ftretches on as far as the houlfes eretted by Meflrs. Grant and Le Rousx,
in 1785. We often ran aground, as for five fucceflive miles the depth
of the water no where exceeded three feet. There we found our people,
who had arrived early in the morning, and whom we had not feen fince
the preceding Sunday. We now unloaded the canoe, and pitched our
tents, as there was every appearance that we fhould be obliged to remain
here for fome time. I then ordered the nets to be fet, as it ‘was abfo-

lutely
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lutely neceflary that the flores provided for our future voyage fhould _3329;:
remam untouched. The fith we now caught were carp, poiffon in. “—v—’
conng, white fith, and trout. |

It rained during the greateft part of the preceding night, and the Wednel 1o.
weather did not cledr up till the afternoon of this day. This circum-
ftance had very much weakened the ice, and I fent two of the Indians on
an hunting party to a.lake at the diftance of nine miles, which, they
informed me, was frequented by animals of various kinds. Our fifhery
this day was not fo abundant as it had been on the preceding aftetrioon.

The weather was fine and clear with a firong wefterly wind. The Thustlsye.
women were employed in gathering berries of different forts, of which
there are a great plenty; and I accompanied one of my people to a fmall
adjacent ifland, where we picked up fome dozens of fwan, geefe, and
duck-eggs; we alfo killed a couple of ducks and a goofe.

In the evening the Indians returned, without having feen any of the
larger animals. A fwan and a grey crane were the only fruits of their
expedition. We caught no other fith but a fmall quantity of pike,
which is too common to be a favourite food with the people of the
eountry. The ice moved a little to the eaftward.

The weather continued the fame as yefterday, and the mufquitoes Friday ::.
began to vifit us in great numbers. The ice moved again in the fame
direttion, and [ afcended an hill, but could not perceive that 1t was
broken in the middle of the lake. The hunters killed a goofe and three
ducks,
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The weather was cloudy, and the wind changeable till about fun-fet,
when it fettled in the north. It drove back the ice which was now very
much broken along the fhore, and covered our nets. One of the hunters
who had been at the Slave River the preceding evening, returned with
three beavers and fourteen geefe. He was accomparied by three
families of Indians, who left Athabafca the fame day as myfelf: they did
not bring me any fowl; and they pleaded in excufe, that they had tra-
velled with fo much expedition, as to prevent them from procuring fuf-
ficient provifions for themfelves. By a meridian line, I found the varia-
tion of the compals to be about twenty degrees eaft.

The weather was clear and the wind remained in the fame quarter.
The 1ce was much broken, and driven to the fide of the lake, fo that we
were apprehenf{ive for the lofs of our nets, as they could not, at prefent,
be extricated. At fun-fet there was an appearance of a violent guft of
wind from the fouthward, as the fky became on a fudden, in that quarter,
of a very dulky blue cclour, and the lightning was very frequent. But

inftead of wind there came on a very heavy rain, which promifed to
diminifh the quantity of broken ice.

In the morning, the bay ftill continued to be fo full of ice, that we could
not get at our nets. About noon, the wind veered to the Weftward, and
not onlY'unco§ered the nets, but cleared a paflage to the oppofite iflands.
When we raifed the nets we found them very much fhattered, and but
few ﬁfh taken. We now ftruck our tents, and embarked at fun-fet,
when we made the traverfe, which was about eight miles North-Eaft by
North in about twe hours. At half paft eleven P. M. we landed on a

fmall
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{mall ifland and proceeded to gum the canoe. At this time the atmofphere

11

1789.

June.

was fufficiently clear to-admit of reading or writing without the aid of ‘e

artificial light. We had not feen a fiar fince the fecond day after we left
Athabafca. About twelve o’clock, the moon made its appearance above
the tops of the trees, the lower horn being in a ftate of ecliple, which
continued for about fix minutes, in a cloudlefs fky.

I took foundings three times in the courfe of the traverfe, when I found
fix fathoms water, with a muddy bottom. "

We were prevented from embarking this morning by a very ftrong Tuefday 16.

wind from the North, and the vaft quantity of floating ice. Some trout
were caught with the hook and line, but the net was not fo fuccefsful.
I had an obfervation which gave 61. 28. North latitude.

The wind becoming moderate, we embarked about one, taking a
North-Weft courfe, through iflands of ten miles, in which we took in
a confiderable quantity of water. After making feveral traverfes, we
landed at five P. M. and having pitched our tents, the hooks, lines, and
nets, were irn/nédiately fet. During the courfe of the day there was
occafional thunder.

-5

We proceeded, and taking up our nets as we pafled, we found no Wedaet. 7.

more than feventeen fith, and were ftopped within a mile by the ice.
The Indialis, however, brought us back to a point where our fifhery
was-very fuccefsful. They proceeded alfo on an hunting party, as well
as to- difcover a paﬂ'agé among the iflands; but at three in the after-

Cz noon
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noon they returned without having {ucceeded in either objeét. We
were, however, in expeltation, that, as the wind blew very ftrong, it
would force a paffage. About fun-fet, the weather became overcatt,
with thunder, lightning, and rain,

The nets were taken up at four this morning with abundance of fifh,
and.we fteered North-Weft four miles, where the ice again prevented
our progrefs. A South-Eaft wind drove it among the iflands, in fuch a
manner as to impede our paffage, and we could perceive at fome diftance
a-head, that it was but little broken. We now fet our nets in four

. fathom water. Two of our hunters had killed a rein-deer and its fawn.

Yriday 1g.

Saturday 20,

They had met with two Indian families, and in the evening, a man be-
longing to one of them, paid us a vifit: he informed me, that the ice
had not flirred on the fide of the ifland oppofite to us. Thefe people
live entirely on fith, and were waiting to crofs the lake as foon as it
fhould be clear of ice.

This morning our nets were unprodullive, as they yielded us no more
than fix fifh, which were of a very bad kind. In the forenoon, the In-
dians proceeded to the large ifland oppofite to us, in fearch of game,
The weather was cloudy, and the wind changeable: at the fame time

we were peftered by mufquitoes, though, in a great meafure, furrounded

We took up our nets, But without any fith. Tt rained very hard
during the night and this morning: neverthelefs, M. Le Roux and his
people went back to the point which we had quitted on the 1&h; bat

Idid
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1 did not think it prudent to move. As I was watching for a paffage
through the ice, I promifed to fend for them when I could obtain it.
It rained at intervals till about five o’clock ; when we loaded our canoe,
and fteered for the large ifland, Weft fix miles. When we came to the
point of it, we found a great quantity of ice; we, however, fet our
nets, and foon caught plenty of fith. In our way thither we met our
hunters, but theJ had taken nothing. I took foundings at an hundred
yards from the ifland, when we were in twenty-one fathom water. Here
we found abundance of cranberries and fmall fpring onions. I now dif-
patched two men for M. Le Roux, and his people.

A Southerly wind blew through the night, and drove the ice to the Sunday 1.
Northward. The two men whom I had fent to M. Le Roux, returned
at eight this morning ; they parted with him at a fmall diftance from us,
but the wind blew fo hard, that he was obliged to put to fhore. Having
a glimpfe of the fun, when it was twelve by my watch, 1 found the lati-
tu%ﬁx 34. North latitude. At two in the afternoon, M. Le Roux, and
his people arrived. At five, ghe ice being almoft all driven paft to the
Northward, we accordingly embarked, and fteered Weft fifteen miles,
through much broken ice, and on the outfide of the iflands, though~it
appeared to be very {olid to the North-Eaft. I founded three times in
this diftance, and found it feventy-five, forty-four, and fixty fathom:
water. - We pitched our tents on one of a clufter of fmall iflands that
were within three miles of the main land, which we could not reach in
confequence of*the ice.

We faw fome rein~-deer on one -of the ilands, and our hunters went

mn
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in purfuit of them, when they killed five large and two fmall ones, which
was eafily accomplithed, as the animals had no fhelter to which, they
could run for proteftion. They had, withqut doubt, crofled the ice
to this fpot, and the thaw coming on had detained them there, and

made them an ealy prey to the purfuer. This ifland was accordingly
named Ifle de Carrebeeuf. : :

I{at up the whole of this night to obferve the fetting‘;?ld rifing.of the
fun. That orb was beneath the horizon four hours twenty-two minutes,
and rofe North 20 Eaft by compafs. It; hpwever, froze fo hard, that
during the fun’s difappearance the water was covered with ice half a
quarter of an inch thick.

We embarked at half paft three in the xix.qrning, and r,ounding.ghe out-

fide of the iflands, fteered North-Weft thirtcép miles along the ice, edging
in for the main land, the wind Weft, then Weft two miles;-but it blew fo
hard as to oblige us to land on an ifland at half paft nine, from w?ce
we could juft diftinguifh land to the South-Eaft, at the diftance of about
twelve leagues ; though we could pot determine, whether it was a can-
tinuation of the.iflands, or the fhores of the lake.* 1 took an obferva-
tion at noon, which gave me 61. 53. North, the variation of the compafs
being, at the fame time, about two points. M. Le Roux’s people having
provided two bags of pemicant to be left in the ifland agamﬁ their re-
turn; it was called Jfle a /a Cache. SR

* Sometimes the land looms, fo that there may be a great deception 2 to the diftance :u;nd 1 think
this was the cafe at prefent.

4+ Fifh dricd in the fun, and afterwirds pounded for i Goabienionés oficatrisges -~
The
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The wind being moderated, we proceeded again at half paft two in 33?3:
the afternoon, and fleering Weft by North among the iflands, made a ‘v
courfe of eighteen miles. We encamped at eight o’clock on a fmall
ifland, and fince eight in the morning had not paffed any ice. Though
the weather was far from being warm, we were tormented, and our reft
interrupted, by the hoft of mufquitoes that accompanied us.

15
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CHAPTER X |

Landéd at fome lodges of Red-Knife Indians: procure one of them.to affft
in navigating the bays. Conference with the Indians. Take leave of
M. Le Roux, and continue the voyage. Different appearances of the land,;
its vegetable produce. Vifit an ifland where the wood had-been felled.
Further defeription of the Coaft. Plenty of rein and moofe-deer, and
white partridges. Enter a very deep bay. Interrupted by ice. Very
blowing weather. Continue to coaft the bay. Arrive at the mouth of
a river. Great numbers of fifh and wild-fowl. Defeription of the land
on etther fide. Curious appearance of woods that had been burned.
Came in fight of the Horn Mountasin. Continue to hill geefe and fwans,

2789.

&c. Violent florm.
June.

e e/ . . qe
Tucfday 23. TOWARDS morning, the Indians who had not been able to keep up
with us the preceding day, now joined us, and brought two {wans and a

goofe. At half paft three we re-embarked, and fteering Weft by North a
mile and an half, with a Northerly wind, we came to the foot of a traverfe
acrofs a deep bay, Weft five miles, which receives a confiderable river at
the bottom of it; the diftance about twelve miles. The North-Weft
fide of the bay was covered with many {mall iflands that were furrounded
with ice; but the wind driving it a little off the land, we had a clear
pallage on the infide of them. We fteered South-Weft nine miles under

fail,
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fail, then North-Weft nearly, throygh the iflands, forming a courfe of

noon at three lodges of Red-Knife Indians, fo called from their copper
knives. They informed us, that there were many more lodges of their
friends at no great diftance; and one of the Indians fet off to fetch
them: they alfo faid, that we fhould fee no more of them at prefent; as
the Slave and Beaver Indians, as well as others of the tribe, would not
be here till the time that the {wans caft their feathers. In the afternoon

1t ralned a torrent.

M. Le Roux purchafed of thefe Indians upwards of eight packs of
good beaver and marten {kins ; aimd there were not gbove twelve of
them qualified to kil beaver. The Epglifh chief got uypwards of an
hundred fkins on the fcore of debts due to him, of which he had many
outftanding in this country. Forty of them he gave on account of debts
due by him fince the winters of 1786 and 1787, at the Slave Lake; the
reft he exchanged for rum and other neceffary articles; and I added a
{mall quantity of that liquor as an encouraging prefent to him and his
young men. I had feveral confultations with thefe Copper Indian
people, but could obtain no information that was material to our expe-
dition ; nor were they acquainted with any part of the river, which was
the objett of my refearch, but the mouth of it. In order to fave as much

time as poffible in circumnavigating the bays, I engaged one of the In- .

dians to condutt-us; and I accordingly equipped him with various
articles of clothing, &c. I alfo purchafed a large new canoe, that he
might embark with the two young Indians in my fervice.-

This day, at noon, I took an obfervation, which.gave me 62. 24. North -
D latitude ;

1789.

June.

fixteen miles. We landed on the main land at half paft two in the after- ‘="
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1789.  Jatitude; the variation of the compafs being about twenty-fix or twenty-
June.

——— feven degrees to the Eaft.

In the afternoon I aflembled the Indians, in order to inform them that N
I fhould take my departure on the following day ; but that people would
remain on the fpot till their countrymen, whom they had mentioned,
fhould arrive; and that, if they brought a fufficient quantity of fkins to
make it anfwer, the Frenchmen would return for more goods, with a
view to winter here, and build a fort,* which would be continued as long
as they fhould be found to deferveit. They affured me, thatit would be
a great encouragement to them to have a fettlement of ours in their
country; and that they fhould exert themfelves to the utmott to kill
beaver, as they would then be certain of getting an adequate value for
them. Hitherto, they faid, the Chepewyans always pillaged them; or,
at r;’)oﬂ-, gave little or nothing for the fruits of their labour, which had
greatly difcouraged them; and that, in confequence of this treatment,
they had no motive to purfue the beaver, but to obtain a fufficient
quantity of food and raiment.

I now wrote to Meflrs. Macleod and Mackenzie, and addreffed my
papers to the former, at Athabalca.

Thurfdsy25.  We left this place at three this morning, our canoe being deeply laden,
as we had embarked fome packages that had come in the canoes of
M. Le Roux. We were faluted on our departure with fome vollies of
fmall arms, which we returned, and fteered South by Weft firaight

* Fort, is the name given to any eftablithment in this country.
acrofs
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acrofs the bay, which is here no more than two miles and a half broad,
but, from the accounts of the natives, it is fifteen leagues in depth,
with a much greater breadth in feveral: i)arts, and full of iflands. I
founded in the courfe of the traverfe and found fix fathoms with a
fandy bottom. Here, the land has a very different appearance from
that on which we hdve been fince we entered the lake. Till we
arrived here there was one continued view of high hills and iflands
of folid rock, whofe furface was occafionally enlivened with mofs,
fhrubs, and a few fcattered trees, of a very ftinted growth from an in-
fufficiency of foil to nourifh them. But, notwithftanding their barren
appearance, almoft every part of them produces berries of various kinds,
fuch as cranberries, juniper-berries, rafpberries, partridge berries,
goofebérries, and the pathagomenan, which is fomething like a rafp-
berry ; it grows on a {mall ftalk about a foot and a half high, in wet,
mofly {pots. Thefe fruits are in great abundance, though they are not
to be found in the fame places, but in fituations and afpeéts fuited to
their peculiar natures.

The land which borders the lake in this part is loofe and fandy; but
is well covered with wood, compofed of trees of a larger growth: it
gradually rifes from the fhore, and at fome diftance forms a ridge of
high land running along the coaft, thick with wood and a rocky fummit
- rifing above it. ‘ ;

We fteered South-South-Eaft nine miles, when we were very
much interrupted by drifting ice, and with fome difficulty reached
an ifland, where we landed at feven. I immediately proceeded to

‘ D2 the
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the further patt of it, in order to difcover if there was any probability
of outr being able to get from thence in the courfe of the day. Itis
about five thiles in circumference, and I was very much farprized to

vered, had been cut down within twelve or fifieen years, and that the
temaining {tumps were becore altogether rotten. On taking inquiry

coticerning the caufe of this extraordinary circumftance, the Englifh

chief informed me, that féveral winters age, any of the Slave Indians
inhabited the iflands that were fcattered over the bay, as the furrounding
waters abound with filh throughout the year, but that they had been

driven away by the Kniftenaux, who continually made war upon them.

If an eftablifhment is to be made in this country, it muft be in the neigh-
bourhood of this place on account of the wood and the fithery.

At eleven we ventured to re-embatrk, as the wind had driven the
greateft part of the ice paft the ifland, though we ftill had to éncounter
fome broken pieces of it, which threatened to damage our cance. We
fteered South-Eaft from point to point acrofs five bays, twenty-one miles.
We took foundings feveral times, and found from fix to ten fathom
water. 1 obferved that the country gradually defcended inland, and
was ftill better covered with wood than in the higher parts.. Wherever
we approached the land, we perceived deferted lodges. The hunters

‘killed two fwans and a beaver; and at length we landed at eight o’clock

in the evening, when we-unloaded and gummed our canoe.

We continued our route at five o'clock, fteering South-Eaft for ten
miles acrofs two deep bays: then South-South-Eaft, with iffands in fight
' to

’




NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA,

to the Faftward. ‘We then traverfed enother bay in a courfe of :three
miles, then South one mile to a point which we named th= Detotr, and
Sotth-Sotith-Weft four miles and an half, when there was an heavy
fwell off the lake. Here I took an obfervation, when we were in
B1. 40. North latitude. We then proceeded South-Weft four miles, and
‘Weft-South-Weft among iflands: on one of which our Indians killed
two rein-deer, but we loft three hours aft wind in going for them: this
courle was nine miles. About feven in the evening we were obliged to
land for the night, as the wind became too ftrong from the South-Eaft.
We thought we could obferve land in this diretion when the wind was
coming on from fome diftance. On the other fide of the Detour, the
land is low, and the fhore is flat and dangei‘ous, there being no fafe
place to land in bad weather, except in the iflands which we had :ju‘ﬁ
pafled. There feemed to be plenty of moofe and rein-deer in this
country, as we faw their tracks wherever we landed. There were alfo
great numbers of white partridges, which are at this feafon of a grey
-colour, like that of the moor-fowl. There was fome floating ice in the
* lake, and the Indians killed a couple of {wans.

At three this morning we were in the canoe, after having pafled a very
reftlefs night from the perfecution of the mufquitoes. The weather was
fine and calm, and our courfe Weft-South-Weft nine miles, when we
came to the foot of a traverle, the oppofite point in fight bearing South-
Wett, diﬁémc,e twelve miles. The bay is at leaft eight miles deep, and this
courfe two miles more, in all ten miles. It now became very foggy, and as

the bays were fo numerous, we landed for two hours, when the weather

cleared up ; and we took the advantage of fteering South thirteen miles,

and
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and pafled feveral fmall bays, when we came to the point of a very deep
one, whofe extremity was not difcernible ; the land bearing South from
us, at the diftance of about ten miles. Our guide not having been here
for eight winters, was at a lofs what courle to take, though as well as he
could recollet, this bay appeared to be the entrance of the river. Ac-
cordingly, we fleered down it, about Weft-South-Wett, till we were in-
volved in a field of broken ice. We ftill could not difcover the bottom of
the bay, and a fog coming on, made it very difficult for us to get to an ifland
to the South-Weft, and it was nearly dark when we effefted a landing.

At a quarter paft three we were again on the water, and as we could
perceive no current fetting into this bay, we made the beft of our way
to the point that bore South from us yefterday afternoon. We con-
tinued our courfe South three miles more, South by Weft feven miles,
Weft fifteen miles, when by obfervation we were in 61 degrees
North latitude; we then proceeded Weft-North-Weft two miles. Here
we came to the foot of a traverle, the oppofite land bearing South-Wetft,
diftance fourteen miles, when we fteered into a deep bay, about a
Wefterly courfe; and though we had no land a head in fight, we in-
dulged the hope of finding a paffage, which, according to the Indian,
would conduét us to the entrance of the river.

Having a ftrong wind aft, we loft fight of the Indians, nor could we
put on fhore to wait for them, without rifking material damage to
the canoe, till we ran to the bottom of the bay, and were forced
among the rufhes; when we difcovered that there was no paflage there.

* In about two or three hours they joined us, but would not approach our

fire,
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fire, as there was no good ground for an encampment: they emptied
their canoe of the water which it had taken in, and continued their
route, but did not encamp till fun-fet. The Englilh chief was very much
irritated againft the Red-Knife Indian, and even threatened to murder
him, for having undertaken to guide usin a courfe of which he was
ignorant; nor had we any reafon to be fatisfied with him, though he
ftill continued to encourage us, by declaring that he recolletted having
pafled from the river, through the woods, to the place where he had
landed. In the blowing weather to-day, we were obliged to make ufe
of our large kettle, to keep our canoe from filling, although we did not
carry above three feet fail. The Indians very narrowly efcaped.

We embarked at four this evening, and fleered along the South-
Wett fide of the bay. At half paft five we reached the extremity of the

point; which we doubled, and found it to be the branch or paffage that

was the objett of our fearch, and occafioned by a very long ifland, which
feparates it from the main channel of the river. It is about half a mile
acrofs, and not more than fix feet in depth; the water appeared to
abound in fifh, and was covered with fowl, fuch as fwans, geefe, and
feveral kinds of ducks, particularly black ducks, that were very
numerous, but we could not get within gun fhot of them.

The current, though not very ftrong, fet us South-Weft by Weft,
and we followed this courfe fourteen miles, till we paffed the point of
the long ifland, where the Slave Lake difcharges itelf, and is ten miles
in breadth. There is not more than from five to two fathom water,
fo that when the lake is low, it may be prefumed the greateft part of

this
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this channel muft be dry. The river now turns to the weftward,
becoming gradually narrower for twenty-four miles, till it is not more
than half a mile wide; the current, however, is then much ftronger, and
the foundings were three fathom and a half. The land on the North
fhore from the lake is low, and covered with trees ; that to the South
is much higher, and has alflo an abundance of wood. The current is very
ftrong, and the banks are of an equal height on both fides, confifting
of a yellow clay, mixed with {mall ftones; they are covered with large
quantities of burned wood, lying on the ground, and young poplar trees,
that have {prung up fince the fire that deftroyed the larger wood. It is
a very curious and extraordinary circumftance, that land covered with

{pruce pine, and white birch, when laid walte by fire, fhould {ubfe-

quently produce nothing but poplars, where none of that fpecies of tree

were previoufly to be found.

A {tff breeze from the Eaftward drove us on at a great rate under
fail, in the fame courle, though obliged to wind among 1flands. We
kept the North channel for about ten miles, whofe current is much
ftronger than that of the South; fo that the latter is conlequently
the better road to come up. Here the nver widened, and the wind
dying away, we had recourfe to our paddles. We kept our courfe
to the North-Weft, on the North fide of the river, which is here
much wider, and aflumes the form of a {mall lake; we could not,
however, difcover an opening in any direftion, fo that we were at a
Jofs what courfe to take, as our Red-Knife Indian had never ex-
plored beyond our prefent fituation. He at the fame time informed
us that a river falls in from the North, which takes its nife in the Horn
Mountain, now in fight, which is the country of the Beaver Indians;

and
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‘and that he and his relations frequently meet on that river. He alfo
added,  that there are very extenfive plains on both fides of it, which
abound in baffaloes and meofe deer.

By keeping this courle, we got into fhallows, fo that we were
forced to flger to the left, till we recovered deep water, which we
followed, till the channel of the river opened en us to the fouthward.
we now made for the fhore, and encamped foon after funfet. Our
courfe ought to have been Weft fifteen miles, fince we took to the
paddle, the Horn Mountains bearing from us North-Weft, and running
North-North-Eaft and South-South-Weft. OQOur founaings, which were
frequent during the courfe of the day, were from three to fix fathoms
water. The hunters killed two geefe and a {fwan: it appeared, indeed,
that great numbers of fowls breed in the iflands which we had pafled. ‘

At four this morning we got under way, the weather being fine and
calm. Our courfe was South-Weft by South thirty-fix miles. On the
South fide of the river is a ridge of low mountains, running Eaft and
Weft by compafs. The Indians picked up a white goofe, which
appeared to have been lately fhot with an arrow, and was quite frefh.
We proceeded South-Weft by South {ix miles, and then came to a bay
on our left, which is full of {mall iflands, and appeared to be the entrance

of a rniver from the South. Here the ridge of mountains terminates.
This courfe was fifteen miles.

At fix in the afternoon there was an appearance of bad weather; we
landed, therefore, for the night : but before we could pitch our tents, a

E violent
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1789.  violent tempeft came on, with thunder, lightning, and rain, which, how-

\-—“-‘:fe-' ever, {foon ceafed, but not before we had fuffered the inconvenience of
being drenched by it. The Indians were very much fatigued, having
been employed in running after wild fowl, which had lately caft their
feathers ; they, however, caught five fwans, and the fame number of
geefe. Ifounded feveral times in the courfe of the day, and found from
four to fix fathoms water
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CHAPTER 1L

Continue our courfe. The river narrows. Loft the lead. Paffed a fmall
river. Violent rain. Land on a fmall ifland. Expe@ to arrwe at the
rapids. Conceal two bags of pemican in an ifland. A view of mountains.
Pafs feveral encampments of the matives. Arrive among the tflands.

- Afcend an high hill. Violence of the current. Ice feen along the banks
of the viver. Land at a village of the natives. Their condull and
appearance, Their fabulous flories. - The Englif Chief and Indians

- difcontented. Obtain a new guide. Singular cufioms of the matives.
An account of their dances. Defcription of their perfons, drefs, orna-
ments, buildings, army for war and hunting, canoes, &c. Paffed on
among iflands. Encamped beneath an hill, and prevented from afcending
by the mufquitoes. Landed at an encampment. dult of the inka-
bitants. They abound in fabulous accounts of dangexs. Land at other
encampments. Procure plenty of hares and partridges. Our guide
anxious to return. Land and alarm the natives, called the Hare
Indians, &c. Exchange our guide. State of the weather.
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AT half paft four in the morning we continued our voyage, and in Wedner. 1.

a fhort time found the river narrowed to about half a mile. Our

courfe was Wefterly among iflands, with a firong current. Though
the land is bigh on both fides, the banks are not perpendicular. This
Ez2 courfe
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courfe was twenty—-one milés; and on founding we found nine fathoms
water. We then proceeded Weft-North-Weft nine miles, and pafled a
river upon the South-Eaft fide; we founded, and found twelve fathoms;
and then we went North-Weft by Weft three miles. Here I loit my
lead, which had faftened at the bottom, with part of the line, the current
running fo firong that we could not clear it with eight paddles, and the
ftrength of the line, which was equal to four paddles. Continued North
by Weft five miles, and faw an high mountain, bearing South from us ;
we then proceeded North-Weft by North four miles. We now paffed a
{mall river on the Neorth fide, then doubled a point to Weft-South-
Weft. At one o'clock there came on lightaing and thunder, with wind
and rain, which cealed in about half an hour, and laft us almofl de-
luged with wet, as we did not land. There were great quantities of
ice along the banks of the river. -

. We landed spon a {mall ifland, where thete were the poles of four
lodges ﬁanding, ‘which we concluded to have belonged ta the Knifti-
neaux, on their war excurfiens, fix or feven years ago. This courfe was
fifteen miles Wefl, to where the tivéc of the Mountain falls in frem
the Southward. It appears to be avery large river, whofe moutlr is
half a mile broad. About fix miles further a fmall river flows in the
fame diretion; and our whole Courle was twenty-four miles. We
landed oppofite to an ifland; the mountains to the Southward being in
fight. As our canoe was deeply’ laden, ahd béihg alfs in datly ex-
peftation of coming t6 the rapids ot fall, which  we tiad been taught to’
confider with apprehenfion, we concealed two bags.of pemican in the
oppofite ifand, in the hope thut they would be of futdre fervice to us.

' The




NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA.

The Indians were of a different opinion, as théy entertsined no éxpec-
tation of returning that feaford, when the hidden provifioris would be
fpoited. Near us were two Indian ént:ampr’neh_ts of the laft year. By
the tanner in which thele peoplé cut theit wood, it appéars that they
have no iton tools. The current was very fifong during the whole of
this day’s voyage; and in the atticle of provifions two f{wars were all
that the hunters wete able to procure, |

The morning was Very foggy; but at half paft ive we embarked; it
cleared up, however, at feven, when we dif‘co‘ver’éd’ that the water, from
being vety limpid and clear, was become dark and muddy. This alter-
ation muft have proceeded from thé influx of forie river to the South-
ward, but where thefe fireams firlt blended their waters the fog had
prevented us from obferving. At fine we perceived a very high moun-
tain a-head, which appeared, on our nearer approach, to be rather a

‘out view coild teach to the
Southward, and whofe tops were loft in thé clouds. At noon there was
lightning, thunder, and rain, and at one, we came abreaft of the moun-
tains: their fummits appéared to be barren and rocky, but their declivi-
ties were covéred with wood : they appeared alfo to be {prinkled with
white ftones, which gliftened in the fun, and were called by the Indians
manétoe afeniah, or fpirit fones. - I fufpected that they were Talc, though'
they poffeffed a more brilliant whitenefs: on our retirn, however, thefe
appedrances were diffolved, as they wére nothing more than patches of
fnow. '

Otur courfe had been Weft-South-Weft thirty miles, and we pro-
o ceeded

N

Thur{day =.
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ceeded with great caution, as we continually expetled to a\pproach fome
great rapia or fall. This was fuch a prevalent idea, that all of us were
occaﬁonally perfuaded that we heard thofe founds which betokened a fall
of water. ~Our courfe changed to Weft by North, along the mountains,
twelve miles, North by Weft twenty-one miles, and at eight o’clock in the
evening we went on fhore for the night on the North fide of the river.
We faw feveral encampments of the natives, fome of which had been
erefted in the prefent {pring, and others at fome former perlod The
hunters killed only one fwan and a beaver: the latter was the firft of
its kind which we had feen in this river. The Indians complained of the
perfeverance with which we pufhed forward, and that they were not
accuﬁomed to fuch fevere fatigue as it occafioned.

The rain was continual 'through the night, and did not fubfide till
feven this morning, when we embarked and fieered North-North-Weft for
twelve miles, the river being enclofed by high mountains on either fide.
We had a firong head-wind, and the rain was fo violent as to compel
us to land at ten o'clock. According to my reckoning, fince my laft
obfervation, we had run two hundred and feventeen miles Weft, and
forty-four miles North. At a quarter paft two the rain fubﬁded and
we got again under way, our former courfe continuing for five miles.
Here a river fell in from the North, and in a fhort time the current be-
came ftrong and rapid, running with great rapidity among rocky iflands,
which were the firft that we had feen in this river, and indicated our
near approach to rapids and falls. Our prefent courfe was North-
Weft by North ten miles, North-Weft three miles, Weft-North-Weft
twelve miles, and North-Weft three miles, when we encamped at eight

n
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in the evening, at the foot of an 'high hill, on the north fhore, which in
fome parts rofe perpendicular from the river. Iimmediately afcended it:
accompanied by two men and fome Indians, and in about an hour and
"an half, with very hard walking, we gained the fummit, wh=n I was very
much furprized to find-it crowned by an encampment. The Indians in-
formed me, that it is the cuftom of the people who have no arms to
choofe thefe elevated fpots for the places of their refidence, as they can
render them inacceflible to their enemie's;tparticularly the Kmifteneaux,
of whom they are in continual dread. The profpeét from this height
was not fo extenfive as we expefled, as it was terminated by a circular
range of hills, of the fame elevation as that on which we ftood. .The in-"
tervals between the billé were covered- with fmall lakes, which were inha-
bited by great numbers of fwans. We faw no trees but the pine and the
birch, which were {fmall in fize and few in number.

We were obliged to thorten our ftay here,. from the {fwarms of muf-
quitoes which attacked us on all fides, and were, indeed, the only in-
habitants of the place.  ‘We faw feveral encampments of the natives in
*the courfe of the day, but none of them were of this year’s eftablifh-
ment. Since four in the afternoon the current had been fo ftrong that it
was, at length, in an afual ebullition, and produced an hifling noife like
a kettle of water in a moderate ftate of boiling. The weather was now
-become extremely cold, which was the more {enfibly felt, as it had been

-very fultry fome time before and fince we had been in the river.

At five in the morning the wind and weather having undergone no
alteration from yefterday, we proceeded North-Weft by Weft twenty-two
miles,
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miles, North-Weft fix miles, North-Weft by North four miles, and Weft
‘North-Weft five miles: we then pafled the mouth of a fmall river from
the North, and after doubling a point, South-Weft one mile, we palled
the influx of another river from the South.  We then continued our
courfe North-North-Weft, with a mountain a-head, fifteen miles, when
the opening of two rivers appeared oppofite toeach other: we then pro.
ceeded Weft four miles, and North-Wefk thirteen miles. At eight in the
evening, we encamped on an ifland. The current was as ftrong through
:the whole of this day as it had been the preceding afternoon; neverthelefs,
a quantity of ice appeared along the banks of the river.. 'The hunters
killed a beaver and a goofe, the former of which funk before they could
get to him : beavers, otters, bears, &c. if fhot dead at oace, remain like
a bladder, but if there remains enough of life for them to ﬂruggle they
foon fill with water and go to the bottom.

The fun fet laft night at fifty-three minutes paft nine, by wy watch,
and rofe at feven minutes before two this morning : we embarked {oon
after, fleering North-North-Weft, through iflands for five miles, and Weft
four miles. The river then encreafed in breadih, and the cursent begaa to
{lacken in 2 {mall degree; after the continuation of oyr courfe, we perceiv-
ed a ridge of high mountains before us, covered with fnow, Weft-South-
Weft ten miles, and at three-quarters paft feven oclock, we faw feveral
fmokes on the North fhore, which we made every exertion to approach.
As we drew nearer, we dilcovered the natives running about in great ap-
parent confufion; fome were making to the woods, and others hurrying
to their cances, Qur hunters landed before us, and addreffed the few
that had not elcaped, in the Chipewyan language, which, fo great was

’ their
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their confufion and terror, they did not appear to underftand. But
when they perceived that it was impoffible to avoid us, as we were all
landed, they made us figns to keep at a diftance, with which we com-
plied, and not only unloaded our canoe, but pitched our tents, be-
fore we made any attempt to approach them. During this interval, the
Enghth chief and his young men were employed in reconciling them
to our arrival: and when they had recovered from their alarm,
of hoftile intention, it appeared that fome of them 'perfe&ly com-
prehended the language of our Indians; fo that they were at length
perfuaded, though not without evident figns of relutance and appre-
henfion, to come to us. Their reception, however, foon diffipated their
fears, and they haftened to call their fugitive companions from their
hiding places.

There were five families, confifting of twenty-five or thirty perfons,
and of two different tribes, the Slave and Dog-rib Indians. We made
them {moke, though it was evident they did not know the ufe of tobacco;
we likewife fupplied them with grog; but I am difpofed to think, that
they accepted our civilities rather from fear than inclination. We ac-
quired a more effe@ual influence over them by the diftribution of knives,
beads, awls, rings, gartering, fire-fteels, flints, and hatchets; fo that they
became more familiar even than we expetted, for we could not keep

them out of our tents: though I did not obferve that they attempted to

purloin any thing.

The information which they gave refpefiing the river, had fo much
of the fabulous, that I fhall not detail it: it will be fufficient juft
F to
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to mention their attempts to perfuade us, that it would require feveral
winters to get to the fea, and that old age would come upon us before
the period of our return: we were allo to encounter monfters of fuch
horrid fhapes and deftruétive powers as could only exift in their wild
imaginations. They added, befides, that there were two impaffable falls

in the river, the firft of which was about thirty days march from us.

Though I placed no faith in thefe firange relations, they had a very
different effett upon our Indians, who were already tired of the voyage.
It was their opinion and anxious -wifh, that we fhould not hefitate to
return. They faid that, according to the information which they had
received, there were very few animals in the country beyond us, and
that as we proceeded, the fcarcity would increafe, and we fhould abfo-
lutely perifh from hunger, if no other accident befel us. It was with no
fmall trouble that they were convinced of the folly of thefe reafonings ;
and, by my defire, they induced one of thofe Indians to accompany
us, in confideration of a {mall kettle, an ag/e, a knife, and fome other
articles. -

Though 1t was now three o'clock in the aftemoorf, the canoe was
ordered to be reloaded, and as we were ready to embark our new
recruit was defired to prepare himfelf for his departure, which he would
have declined; but as none of his friends would take his place, we may
be faid, after the delay of an hour, to have compelled him to embark.
Previous to his departure a ceremony took place, of which I could
not learn the meaning: he cut off a lock of his hair, and having
divided it into three parts, he faftened one of them to the hair on the

upper
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upper part of his wife’s head, blowing on it three times with the utmoft FiAEs
violence in his power, and uttering certain words. The other two he ‘s
faftened with the fame formalities, on the heads of his two children.
During our fhort ftay with thefe people, they amufed us with dancing,
which they accompanied with their voices; but neither  their fong or
their dance poflefled much variety. The men and women formed a pro-
mifcuous ring. The former have a bone dagger or piece of flick be-
tween the fingers of the right hand, which they keep extended above the
head, in continual motion: the left they feldom raife {o high, but work
it backwards and forwards in an horizontal direétion; while they leap

about and throw themfelves into various antic poftures, to the meafure of

their mufic, always bringing their heels clofe to each other at every
paufe. The men occafionally howl in imitation of fome animal, and he
who continues- this violent exercife for the longeft period, appears to
be confidered as the beft performer. The women fuffer their arms to
hang as without the power of motion. They are a meagre, ugly, ill-
made people, particularly about the legs, which are very clumfy and co-
vered with fcabs. The latter circumftance proceeds probably from their
habitually roafting them before the fire. Many of them appeared to be
in a very unhealthy ftate, which is owing, as I imagine, to their natural
filthinefs. They are of a moderate ftature, and as far as could be difco-
vered, through the coat of dirt and gréafe that covers them, are of a
fairer complexion than the generality of Indians who are the natives of
warmer climates.

Some of them have their hair of a great Iengfh; while others fuffer
a long trefs to fall behind, and the reft is cut {o fhort as to expofe
Fo their
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their ears, but no other attention whatever 1s paid to it. The beards of
fome of the old men were long, and the reft had them pulled out by
the roots, fo that not an hair could be, feen on their chins. The men
have two double lines, either black or blue, tattooed upon each cheek,
from the ear to the nofe. The griltle of the latter is perforated fo as
to admit a goofe-quill or a fmall piece of wood to be paffed through the
orifice. Their clothing is made of the drefled fkins of the rein or moofe-
deer, though more commonly of the former. Thefe they prepare in the
hair for winter, and make fhirts of both, which reach to the middle
of their thighs. Some of them are decorated with an embroidery of
very neat workmanfhip with porcupine quills and the hair of the moole,
coloured red, black, yellow, and white. Their upper garments are fuf-
ficiently large to cover the whole body, with a fringe round the bottom,
and are ufed both fleeping and awake. Their leggins come half way up
the thigh, and are fewed to their thoes: they are embroidered round the
ancle, and upon every feam. The drefs of the women is the fame as
that of the men. The former have no covering on their private parts,
except a taflel of leather which dangles from a {mall card, as it appears,
to keep off the flies, which would otherwife be very troublefome.
Whether circumcifion be praétifed among them, I cannot pretend .to

fay, but the appearance of it was general among thole whom I faw.

Their ornaments confift of gorgets, bracelets for the arms and wrifts,
made of wood, horn, or bone, belts, garters, and a kind of band to go
round the head, compofed of firips of leather of one inch and an half
broad, embroidered with porcupine quills, and ftuck round with the
claws of bears or wild fowl inverted, to which are fufpended a few fhort
thongs of the fkin of an animal that refembles the ermine, in the form

, of
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of ataflel. Their cinftures and garters are formed of porcupine quills
woven with finews, in a ftyle of peculiar fkill and peatnefs: they have
others of different materials, and more ordinary workmanfhip; and to
both they attach a long fringe of firings of leather, worked round with
hair of various colours. Their mittens are allo {ufpended from the

neck in a pofition convenient for the reception of the hands.

Their lodges are of a very fimple ftrufture: a few poles fupported by

a fork, and forming a {femicircle at the bottom, with fome branches or a

piece of bark as a covering, conftitutes the whole of their native architec-

ture. They build two of thefe huts facing €ach other, and make the:

fire between them. The furniture harmontifes with the buildings: they
have a few dithes of wood, bark, or horn; the veflels in which they

cook their vituals, are in the fhape of a gourd, narrow at the top-and:
wide at the bottom, and of watape®, fabricated in fuch a manner as to-
hold water, which 1s made to boil by putting a {ucceflion of red-hot ftones:

into it. Thefe veflels contain from two to fix gallons. They have a num--

ber of {mall leather bags to hold their embroidered work, lines, and nets,

They always keep a large quantity of the fibres of willow bark, which they.

work into thread on their thighs.. Their nets are from three to forty
fathoms in length, and from thirteen to-thirty-fix mefhes in depth. The

fhort deep ones they fet in the eddy current of rivers, and the long ores.

in the lakes. They likewife make lines of the finews of the rein-deer,
and manufaéture their hooks from wood, horn, or bone. Their. arms

and weapons.for hunting, are bows and arrows, fpears, daggers, and poga-

* Watape is the name given to the divided roots of the {pruce-fir, which the natives weave into a

degree of compattnels that renders it capable of containing a fluid. The different parts of the bark:

canogs are alfo fewed together with this kind of filament.

magans,.
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magans, or clubs. The bows are about five or fix feet in length, and
the ftrings are of finews or raw fkins. The arrows are two feet and
an half long, including the barb, which is varioufly formed of bone,
horn, flint, iron, or copper, and are winged with three feathers. The
pole of the fpears is about fix feet in length, and pointed with a barbed
* bone of ten inches. With this weapon they firike the rein-deer in the
water. The daggers are flat and f{harp-pointed, about twelve inches
long, and made of horn or bone. The pogamagon is made of the horn
of the rein-deer, the branches being all cut off, except that which forms the
extremity. This inftrument is about two feet in length, and is employ-
ed to difpatch their enemies in battle, and fuch animals as they catch in
fnares placed for that purpofe. Thele are about three fathom long, and
are made of the green fkin of the rein or meofe-deer, but in fuch {mall
ftrips, -that it requires from ten to thirty ftrands to make this cord,
which is not thicker than a cod-line; and ftrong enough to refift
any animal that can be entangled in it. Snares or noofes are alfo
made of finews to take lefler animals, fuch as hares and white partridges,

which are very numerous. Their axes are manufaftured ofa piece of

brown or grey ftone from {ix to eight inches long, and two inches thick.
The infide 1s flat, and the outfide round and tapering to an edge, an
inch wide. They are faftened by the middle with the flat fide inwards
to an handle two feet long, with a cord of green fkin. This is the tool
with which they {plit their wood, and we believe, the only one of its kind
among them. They kindle fire, by ftriking together a piece of white or
yellow pyrites and a flint ftone, over a piece of touchwood. They are
univerfally provided with a fmall bag containing thefe materials, fo that
they are in a continual ftate of preparation to produce fire. From the ad-

joining
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joining tribes, the Red-Knives and Chepewyans, they procure, in Harter 31?3:
for marten fkins and a few beaver, fmall pieces of iron, of which they ‘——r
manufafture knives, by fixing them at the end of a fhort ftick, and with

them and the beaver’s teeth, they finifh all their work. They keep them

in a fheath hanging to their neck, which alfo contains their awls both of

iron and horn.

Their canoes are {mall, pointed at both ends, flat-bottomed and co-
vered in the fore part. They are made of the bark of the birch-tree and
fir-wood, but of fo {light a conftrution, that the man whom one of thefe
light veflels bears on the water, can, in return, carry it over land with-.

out any difficulty. Itis very feldom that more than one perfon embarks ks

in them, nor are they capable of receiving meore than two. The

paddles are {ix feet long, one half of which is occupied by a blade, :
of about eight inches wide. Thefe people informed us, that we *
had paffed large bodies of Indians who inhabit the mountains on the '
Ealt fide of the river.

At four o'clock in the afternoon we embarked, and our Indian ac-
quaintance promifed to remain on the bank of the river till the fall, in
cafe we fhould return. Our courfe was Weft-South-Weft, and we foon : &
pafled the Great Bear Lake River, which 1s of a confiderable depth, and
an hundred yards wide : its. water is clear, and has the greenifh hue of the

fea. We had not proceeded more than fix miles when we were obliged.
to land for the might, in confequence of an heavy guft of wind, accom-~
panied with rain. We encamped beneath a rocky hill, on the top of
which, according to the information of our guide, it blew a ftorm every.

day-
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day throughout the year. He found himlelf very uncomfortable in
his new fiuation, and pretended that he was very ill, in order that he
might be permitted to return to hisrelations. ‘l'o prevent his elcape,

it became neceffary to keep a firiét watch over him during the night.

At three oclock, in a very raw and cloudy morning, we embarked,
and fleered Weflt-South-Weft four miles, Welt four miles, Weft-North-
Weft five miles, Weft eight miles, Weft by South fixteen miles, Weft
twenty-feven miles, South-Weft nine miles, then Weft {fix miles, and
encamped at half paft feven. We pafled through numerous iflands,
and had the ridge of frowy mountains always in fight. Our conduétor
informed us that great numbers of bears, and fmall white buffaloes,
frequent thofe mountains, which are alfo inhabited by Indians. We
encamped in a fimilar fituation to that of the preceding evening, beneath
another high rocky hill, which I attempted to afcend, in company with
one of the hunters, but before we had got half way to the fummit, we were
almoft fuffocated by clouds of mulquitoes, and were obliged to return.
I obferved, however, that the mountains terminated here, and that a
river flowed from the Weftward: I alfo difcovered a ftrong ripling
current, or rapid, which ran clofe under a fteep precipice of the hill.

We embarked at four in the morning, and croflfed to the oppo-
fite fide of the river, in confequence of the rapid; but we might
have {pared ourfelves this trouble, as there would have been no dan-
ger in continuing our courfe, without any circuitous deviation what-

ever. This circumftance convinced us of the erroneous account given

by the natives of the great and approaching dangers of our navigation,

as
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as this rapid was flated to be one of them. Our courfe was naw North-
North-Weft three miles, Weft-North-Weft four miles, North-Weft
ten miles, North two miles, when we came to a river that flowed from
the Eaftward. Here we landed at an encampment of four fires, all the
inhabitants of which ran off with the utmoft fpeed, except an"old man and
anold woman. Our guide called aloud to the fugitives, and entreated
them to ftay, but without effet: the old man, however, did not hefitate
to approach us, and reprefented himfelf as too far advanced in life, and
too indifferent about the fhort time he had to remain in the world, to
be very anxious about eflcaping from any danger that threatened him;
at the fame time he pulled his grey hairs from his head by handfulls to
diftribute among -us, and implored our favour for himfelf and his rela-
tions. Our guide, however, at length removed his fears, and perfuaded
him to recall the fugitives, who confifted of eighteen people; whom I
reconciled to me on their return with prefents of beads, knives, awls, &c.
with which they appeared to be greatly delighted. They differed in
no refpe&t from thofe whom we had already feen ; nor were they defi-
cient in holpitable attentions; they provided us with fith, which was
very well boiled, and cheerfully accepted by us. Our guide flill
{ickened after his home, and was fo anxious to return thiéhcr, that we
were under the neceflity of forcing him to embark.

Thefe people informed us that we were clofe to anather great rapid,
and that there were feveral lodges of their relations in its vicinity.
Four canoes, with a man in each, followed us, to point out the par-
ticular channels we fhould follow for the fecure paffage of the rapid.
They alfo abounded in difcouraging ftories concerning the dangers and
difficulties which we were to encounter.

o G From
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From hence our courfe was North-North-Eaft two miles, when the
river appeared to be enclofed, as it were, with lofty, perpendicular,
white rocks, which did not afford us a very agreeable profpeft. We
now went on fhore in order to examine the rapid, but did not perceive
any figns of it, though the Indians flill continued to magnify its dangers:
however, as they ventured down it, in their {mall canoes, our appre-
henfions were confequently removed, and we followed them at fome
diftance, but did not find any increafe in the rapidity of the current;
at length the Indians informed us that we fhould find no other rapid
but that which was now bearing us along. The river at this place is
not above three hundred yards in breadth, but on founding I found
fifty fathoms water. At the two rivulets that offer their tributary fireams

from either fide, we found fix families, confifting of about thirty-five

perfons, who gave us an ample quantity of excellent fith, which were,
however, confined to white filh, the poiffon inconnu, and another of a
round form and greenifth colour, which was about fourteen inches in
length. We gratified them with a few prefents, and continued our
voyage. The men, however, followed us in fifteen canoes.

This narrow channel is three miles long, and its courfe North-North-
Eaft. We then fteered North three miles, and landed at an encamp-
ment of three or more families, containi'ng twenty-two perfons, which
was fituated on the bank of a river; of a confiderable appearance, which
came from the Eaftward. We obtained hares and partridges from thefe
people, and prefented in return fuch articles as greatly delighted them.
THey very much regretted that they had no goods or merchandize to

exchange with us, as they had left them at a lake, from whence the river
flued,
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illued, and in whofe vicinity fome of their people were employed in
fetting fnares for rein deer. They engaged to go for their articles
of trade, and would wait our return, which we aflured them would be
within two months. There was a youth among them in the capacity
‘of a flave, whom our Indians underftood much better than any of the
natives of this country, whom they had yet {feen: he was invited to
accompany us, but took the firft opportunity to conceal himfelf, and
we faw him no more.

We now fteered Weft five miles, when we again landed, and found
two families, éontaining feven people, but had reafon to believe that
there were others hidden in the woods. We received from them two
dozen of hares, and they were about to boil two more, which they
alfo gave us. We were not ungrateful for their kindoefs, and left
them. Our courfe was now North-Weft four miles, and at nine we
landed and- pitched our tents, when one of our people killed a grey
crane. Our conduftor renewed his complaints, not, as he aflured us,
from any apprehenfion of our ill-treatment, but of the Efquimaux, whom
he reprefented as a very wicked and malignant people; who would put
us all to death. He added, alfo, that it was but two fummers fince a

large party of them came up this river, and killed many of his relations.
Two Indians followed us from the laft lodges.

At half paft two in the morning we embarked, and fteered a W-eﬁerly

courfe, and foon after put athore at two lodges of nine Indians. ‘We
made them a few trifling prefents, but without difembarking, and had
proceeded but a fmall diftance from thence, when we obferved feveral
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finokes beneath an hill, on the North fhore, and on our approach we

e perceived the matives climbing the alcent to gain the woods. The

1'ri‘diar4srsj however, in the two fmall canoes which were ahead of us,
having affured them of our friendly intentions, they returned to their
fives, and we difembarked. Several of them were clad m haredkins,
bat ‘m -every other circumftance they rcfembled thofe whom we had
already feen.  Wie ‘were, however, informed that they were of -a different
tribe, called the Hare Indians, as hares and fith are thear primcipal fup-
port, from the {carcity of rein-deer and beaver, which are the only
animals of the Jarger kind that frequent this part .of the country.
They were twenty-five in number; and among them was:a womas who
was afflifted with an abrefs in the belly, and reduced, in confequence,
1o a ere fkeleton: :dt the fame time feveral old women werefinging
and howling around her ; but whesher thefe notfes were to pperate a5 a
charm for her cure, .or merdly to amufe ard 'confole her, 1 o mot pre-
tend to determme. A fmall quantity .of: our ulual prefents were
received by them with she greateft fatisfation.

‘Here we:made an exchange of our:guide, who had become fo trouble-
fome that we ‘were obliged to ‘watch him night and day, ;except when
he was upon the water. The .man, however, who had agreed to go in
his place foon repented of .hs engagement, and endeavoured to perfuade
us that fome of his relations further down the river, would readily ac-
company -us, and ‘were much better-acquainted -withthe river than him-
felf. But,.as he'had informed us ten minutes-before:that we fhould fee
no more of his tribe, we paid very little attention to his remonftrances,
and compelled him toembark.

In
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In-about threc hours a man overtook us in a fmall canoe, and we
fulpeted that his obje@ was to facilitate, in {fome way or other, the
efcape of our conduftor. About twelve we alfo obferved an Indian
walking along the North-Eaft fhore, when the fmall canoes paddled
towards him. We accordingly followed, and found three men, three

women, and two children, who had been on an buntwg expedition.

They had fome flefh .of the rem-deer, which they offered to us, but it
was {o rotten, as well as offenfive to the {mell, that we exculed our-
felves from accepting it. They had alfo their wonderful flories of
danger and terror, as well as their .countrymen, whom we had already
feen; and we were now informed, that behind the oppofite Hland there
was -a Manitoe or fpirit, in the river, which {wallowed .every pesfon that
approached it. As it would have employed half a.day to have indulged
our curiofity in proceeding to examine :this ;phznomenon, we did not
deviate from our .courfe, but left thefe peaple with the ufual prefents,
and proceeded .on our woyage. Our courfe and diftance this day were
Weft twenty-eight miles, Weft-North-Weft twenty-three miles, Weft~

South-Weft fix miles, Weft by North five miles, South-Weft four miles,.

and encamped at .eight o’clock. A fog prevailed the greater part of
the day, with frequent fhowers of {mall zain..
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CHAPTER 1V,

The new guide makés hus efcape. Compel another to fupply his place.
Land at an encampment of another tribe of Indians. Account of their
manners, drefs, weapons, Sec. Trafic with them. Defeription of a
beautiful fifh. " Engage another guide. His curious behaviour. Kill
fox and ground-hog. Land at an encampment of a tribe called the
Deguthee Denees, or Quarellers. Saw flax growing wild. The varying
charaller of the river and its banks. Difiant mountains. Perplexity
Jrom the numerous channels of the river. Determined to proceed. Land
where there had been an encampment of the Efguimaux. Saw large
Jlocks of wild fowl. View of the fun at midnight. Defeription of a
place lately deferted by the Indians. Houfes of the natives defcribed.
Frequent fhowers. Saw a black fox. The difcontents of our hunters re-
newed, and pacified. Face of the country. Land at a fpot lately inha-
bited. Peculiar circumflances of it. Arrive at the entrance of the lake
Proceed to an ifland. Some account of it.

)

R

1784,
July.
m THUNDER and rain prevailed during the night, and, in the courfe
of it, our guide deferted; we therefore compelled another of thefe
people, very much againft his will, to fupply the place of his fugitive

countryman. We alfo took away the paddles of one of them who

remained
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remained behind, that he might not follow us on any fcheme of pro- 37u813:

moting the cfcape of his companion, who was not eafily pacified. At ‘=
length, however, we fucceeded in the a& of conciliation, and at half

pait three quitted our ftation. In a fhort time we faw a fmoke on the

Eaft {hore, and direéted our courfe towards it. Our new guide began

immediately to call to the people that belonged to it in a particular

manner, which we did not comprehend. He informed us that they

were not of his tribe, but were a very wicked, malignant people, who

would beat us cruelly, pull our hair with great violence from. our heads, f

and mal-treat us in various other ways.

The men waited our arrival, but the women and children took to the
woods. There were but four of thefe people, and previous to our land-
ing, they all harangued us at the fame moment, and apparently with
violent anger and refentment. OQur hunters did not underftand them,
but no fooner had our guide addrefled them, than they were appeafed.
I prefented them with beads, awls, &c. and when the women and chil-
dren returned from the woods, they were gratified with fimilar articles.
There were fifteen of them; and of a more pleafing appearance than
any which we had hitherto feen, as they were healthy, full of flefh,
and clean in their perfons. Their language was fomewhat different,
but I believe chiefly in the accent, for they and our guide converfed
wntelligibly with each other; and the Englifh chief clearly comprehended
one of them, though he was not himfelf underftood.

Their arms and utenfils differ but little from thefe which have been

defcribed in a former chapter. The only iron they have is in fmall pieces,
_ which
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which ferve themfor:knives, They obtain this metal from the Efgui-
maux Indians. Their arrows are made of very light wood, and are winged
only with two feathers; their bows differed from any which we had feen,
and we underftood that they were furnifhed by the Efquimaux, who are
their neighbours: they confift of two pieces, with a very ftrong cord
of finews along the back, which is tied in feveral places, to preferve its
fhape; when this cord becomes wet, it requires a ftrong bow-ftring, and
a powerful arm to draw it. The veflel in which they prepare theur
food, is mtade of a thin frame of wood, and of an oblong fhape; the
bottom is fixed in a curve, in the fame manner as a cafk. Their fhirts
are not cut {quare at the bottom, but taper to a point, from the belt
downwards as low as the knee, both before and behind, with a border,
embellifhed with a fhort fringe. They ufe alfo another fringe, fimilar
to that which has been already defcribed, with the addition of the ftone
of a grey farinaceous berry, of the fize and {hape of a large barley-
corn: it is of a brown colour, and fluted, and being bored is run on
each ftring of the fringe; with this they decorate their fhiris, by fewing
it in a femicircle on the breaft and back, and crofling over both
fhoulders; the fleeves are wide and fhort, but the mittens fupply their
deficiency, as they are long enough to reach over a part of the {leeve,
and are commodioufly fufpended by a cord from the neck. If their
leggins were made with waiftbands, they might with great propriety be
denominated trowfers: they faften them with a cord round the middle,
fo that they appear to have a fenfe of decency which their neighbours
cannot boaft. Their fhoes are fewed to their leggins, and decorated on
every feam. One of the men was clad in a fhirt made of the ﬁ_(iné of the

mufk-rat. The drefls of the women is the fame as that of the men, except

in
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in their fhirts, which are longer, and without the finifhing of a fringe on
their breaft. Their peculiar mode of tying the hair is as follows:—that
which grows on the temples, or the fore part of the fkull, is formed into
two queues, hanging down before the ears; that of the fcalp or crown
is fafhioned in the fame manner to the back of the neck, and is then tied
with the reft of the hair, at fome diftance from the head. A thin cord
is employed for thefe purpofes, and very neatly worked with hair,
artificially coloured. The women, and, indeed, fome of the men, let
their bair hang loofe on their fhoulders, whether it be long or fhort.

We. purchaled a couple of very large moofe fkins from them, which
were very well drefled; indeed we did not fuppofe that there were any
of thofe animals in the country; and it appears from the accounts of
the natives themfelves, that they are very fcarce. As for the beaver, the
exiftence of fuch a creature does not feem to be known by them. Our
people bought fhirts of them, and many curious articles, &c. They
prefented us with a moft delicious™ fith, which was lefs than an her-
ring, and very beautifully fpotted with black and yellow : its dorfal
fin reached from the head to the tail; in its expanded ftate takes a
triangular form, and is variegated with the colours that enliven the
fcales: the head is very fmall, and the mouth is armed with fharp-
porated teeth, '

We prevailed on the native, whofe language was moR intelligible, to
accompany us. . He informed us that we fhould fleep ten nights more
before we arrived at the fea; that feveral of his relations refided in the
immediate vicinity of this part of the river, and that in three. nights we

H fhould
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fhould meet with the Efquimaux, with whom they had formetly made
war, but wére now in a flate of peace and amity. He mentioned the
laft Indians whHom we had feen in tetms of great derifion; defcribing
them as being no better than old womesn, and. as aborhinable liars;
which coincided with the hotion we already entertained of them.

As we pufhed off; fome of my men difcharged their fowling pieces,
that were only loaded with powder, a¢ thé report of which the
Indians were very sauch alarmed, as they had not before heard the dif-
charge of fire arms. This circumftance had fuch an effect upon our
guide, that we had reafon to apprehend he would not fulfil his promife.
When, however, he whas infdrmed’ that thé nvife which he had heard was

‘a fignal of friendfhip, he was perfuaded to embark in bz own {mall

canoe, though he had bccn offered a feat in ours..

Two of his companions, whom he reprefent'ed as his brothers, followed
us in their canoes ; and they -amuled us not only with their native fongs,
but with athers, in imitation of the Efquimaux ; and our mew guide was
fo enlivened by them, that the -amtics he performed; in keeping tzme to
the finging, alarmed us with comtinasl apprehenfion that. his: boat
muft upfet: but he was not long comtentwith his confined fituation, and
paddling up along-fide our canoe, requefted us to receive hirh in.1t,
though but a fhort time before he had refolutely refufed to accept our
invitatiah. N6 fooner had he .éntéred- our canoe, than ‘he-begdify to
performt an E{quirtiauix dance, te.oar no fmall alarm. .- He wasy:bow-
ever, {ben prevailed upon to be more tranquil; when he beganito difplay
variols indecencies, amdmg to the cuftoms of the Efquimaux, of
o which
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in order to leave his canoe, he informed us, that on the oppofite hjll the == SN

Efquimaux, three winters before, killed his grandfather. 'We faw a fox,

and a ground hog on the hill; the lafter of which th: brother of eur

gmdc Ihot with his: bow and arrow. .

About four in dxc aftcmoon we perceived a fmoke on the Weft thoce,
when we travérlod and landed. The natives made a moft terrble
aproar, talking with igreat vociferation, and running aboyt as if they
were deprived of their fenfes, while the greater part of the women, with
the children, fled away. Perceiving the diforder which our appearance
occafioned among thefe people, we had waited fome time before we
quitted the canoe; and 1 bave no doubt, if we had been without
peaple tointsoduce us, that they would have attempted fome violence
2gaindt us; for when the Indians fend away their women and children, it
is . dlways with an shoftile defign. At length we pacified them with the
nfual prefents, but they preferred beeds to .apy of the articles that I
offered them; pasticularly fuch as were of a blue colour; and.one of
them cven requefted to excbange a knife which I had given him for a

{mall quantby:of thoft: ormamental baubles. 1 :purchafed of them two

dhirts. far way hunters; . and at the fame time they prefented mie with
fome arrows, samd -dried fith. ‘This party confifted.of five families, to
the. amount, asJ fuppofe, of farty men, women, .and children; but I did
aot for dhem all,ds feveral were afraid 4o mentuse from their hiding-
wplaces. ~They mwe cdlled Deguthee Danees, or the Quarrellers.

Our guide, like his predeceflors, now manifefted his wifh to leave us,
H2 and
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and entertained fimilar apprehenfions that'we fhould ‘not 'return by this

—— paflage. He had his alarms alfo refpeéting the Efquimaux, who might
kill us, and take away the women. Our Indians, however, affured him
that we had no fears of any kind, and  that he need not be :alarmed for
himfelf. They alfo convinced him that we fhould return by the way
we were going, fo that he confented to re-embark without giving us
any further trouble ; andweight fmall canoes followed us. OQOur courfes
this day were South-Weft by Welt fix miles,, South-Weft by South
thirty miles, South-Weft three miles; Weft by South twelve miles, We#t
by North two miles, and we encamped at eight in the evening on the
Eaftern bank of the river. | ' ‘

The Indians whom I found here; informed me, that from the place
where 1 this morning met the firft of their tribe, the diftance overland, on
the Eaft fide, to the fea, was not long; and that from hence, by pro-
ceeding to the Weftward, it was flill fhortér.» They alfo reprefented the
land on both fides as projeting to a.point. . Thefe people do not appear
to harbour-any thievifh difpofitions; at leaft we did not perceive that
they took, or wanted to take, any thing from us by ftealth or. artifice.
They enjoyed the amufements of dancing and jumping in common with
thofe we had alreadyfeen ; and, indeed, thefe exercifes feems to be their
favourite diverfions.  About mid-day the weather was fultry, but in the
afternoon it became cold. There was a large quantity of wild flax, the
-growth of the laft year, laying on the ‘ground, and the new plants were
fprouting up. through it.: - This circuinftance I did not obferve in any
other part, ' '

At
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At four in the morning we embarked, at a fmall diftance from the place
of our encampment; the river, which here becomes narrower, flows
between high rocks; and a meandring courfe took us North-Wetft four
miles. At this {pot the banks became low ; indeed, from the firft rapid,
the country does not wear a mountamous appearance; but the banks of
the river are generally lofty, in fome places perfeftly naked, and in
others well covered with {mall trees, fuch as the fir and the birch.

We continued our laft courfe for two miles, with mountains before us,

whofe tops were covered with fnow.

The land is low on both fides of the river, except thefe mountains,
whofe bafe is diftant about ten miles: here the river widens, and runs
through various channels, formed by iflands, fome of which are without
a tree, and little more than banks of mud and {and; while others are
covered with a kind of fpruce fir, and trees of a larger fize than we
had feen for the laft ten days. Their banks, which are about fix feet
above the furface of the water, difplay a face of folid ice, intermixed
with vemns of black earth and as the heat of the fun melts the ice, the
trees frequently fall into the river.

So various were the channels of the river at this time, that we were
at a lofs which to take. Our guide preferred the Eafternmoft, on ac-
count of the Efquimaux, but I determmed to take the middle channel, as
it appeared to be a larger body of water, and running North and South :
befides, as there was a greater chance of feeing them I concluded, that we
could always go to the Eaftward, whenever we might preferit. Our courfe

was-
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was now Weft by North {ix miles, North-Weft by Weft, the fnowy moun-
tains being Weft by South from us, and ftretching to the Northward as
far as we could fee. According to the information of the Indians, they
are part of the chain of mountains which we approached on the third
of this month. I obtained an obfervation this day that gave me 67. 47.
North latitude, which was farther North than I expeted, according to the
courfe I kept; but the difference was owing to the variation of the com-

.pafs, which was more Eafterly than I imagined. From hence it was

evident that thefe waters emptied. themfelves into the Hyperborean
Sea; and though it was probable that, from the want of provifion, we
could not return to Athabafca in the courfe of the feafon, I neverthe-
lefs, determined to penetrate to the difcharge of them.

My new conduftor being very much difcouraged and quite tired of
his fituation, ufed his influence to prevent our proceeding. He had
never been, he faid, at the Benakulla Toe, or White Man’s Lake; and
that when he went to the Efquimaux Lake, which is at no great diftance,
he pafled over land from the place where we found him, and to that part
where the Efquimaux pafs the fummer. In fhort, my hunters alfo be-
came fo difheartened from thefe accounts, and other circumftances, that
I was confident they would have left me, if it had been in their power.
I, however, {atisfied them, in fome degree, by the affurance, that I would
proceed onwards but {even days more, and if I did not_then get to the
fea, I would return, Indeed, the low ftate of our’ proviﬁons,vwithout
any other confideration, formed a very fufficient fecurity for the main-

. temance
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tenance of my engagement. Our Jaft courfe was thirty-two miles, with
a flronger'carrent than could be expefted in fuch a low country.

We ‘now proceeded North-North:Weft four miles, North-Weft: three
milés; ‘North:-Eaft 1wo ‘miles, North-Weft by Welt three miles, ‘and
North:Eaft two miles. At half paft.cight in the evening we landed and
pitched: ouritents, near to where there had been three encampments of
the Efquiiaux, fince the breaking up of the ice. The natives, who fol-
lowed us yefierday; left us at our ftation this morning. In the courfe
of the day we faw large flocks of wild fowl. { :

I fat up all night to obferve the fun. At half paft twelve I called up
one of the men \to.view a fpe€lacle which he bad never before feen;
when, on {eemg the {un fo high, he thought it was a fignal 1o embark,
and began to call the reft of his companions, who wonld fearcely be per-
-fuaded by me, that the fon had not delcended; nearerto the honzon, and
that it was now but a fhort time pa& mldmght. O A A
; ,LWcumpefed,' however, till three quarters 'aftcr mhﬁec, ‘when we entered
the -canoe, gnd fieered about North-Wefl, theiriver taking 2 very fer-
Ppentinercourfe. .-About feven we faw a ridge of high-tand : at twelve
-we landed at a {pot- where we obferved.that: foime of the natives had
laselybeests :I-counted thirty places where theoe -had. been fires; and
{ome of the med; whid went furthier, faw as many mort: - They muft have
ibeen hitre for:a-cbnfidérable time, though it.does nn appear thatsghey
‘had eyelled any hats, A great number of*poles,-hdwever, wese feen
fixed in the raver, to-which they had attached cheir niets; and theye feeimed

to
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to be an excellent fithery. One of the fith, of the many which we faw
- leap out of the water, fell into our canoe; it was about ten inches
long, and of a round fhape. About the places where they had made
their fires were {cattered pieces of whalebone, and thick burned leather,
with parts of the frames of three canoes; we could alfo obferve where
they had fpilled train oil; and there was the fingular appearance of a
fpruce fir, firipped of its branches to the top like an Englifh may-pole,
The weather was cloudy, and the air cold and unpleafant.  From this
pléce,for .about five miles, the river widens, it then flows in a variety
of narrow, meandering channels, amongft low iﬂan&s,bn‘live_ned with no
trees, but a few dwarf willows.

At four, we landed, where there were three houfes, or rather huts, be-
longing to the natives. The ground-plot is of an oval form, about
fiftcen feet long, ten feet wide in the middle, and eight feet at either
end : the whole of it is dug about twelve inches below .the furface of
the ground, and one half of it is covered over with willow branches;
which probably ferves as a bed for the whole family. A fpace, in
the middle of the other part, of about four feet wide, is deepened
twelve inches more, and is the only fpot in-the houfe wherea grown
perfon can fland upright. One fide of it is covered, as has been
already defcribed, and the other is the hearth or fire-place, of which,
however, they do not make much ufe. Though it was elofe to the
wall, the latter did not appear to be burned. The door or entrance
is' m the middle of one end of the houfe, and is abouttwo feet and
an half high and two feet: wide, and has a covered way. or porch five
feet in length; fo that it is abfolutely neceffary to creep on- all fours

1
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in order to get into, or out of, this curious habita.tion. There is an hole
of about eighteen inches fquare on the top of it, which ferves the three-
fold purpofe of a window, an occafional door, and a chimney. The
under-ground part of the floor is lined with fplit wood. Six or eight
ftumps of fmall trees driven into the earth, with the root upwards, on
which are laid fome crofs pieces of timber, fupport the roof of the
building, which is an oblong {quare of ten feet by fix. The whole
is made of drift-wood covered with branches and dry grafs ; over which
is laid a foot deep of earth. On each fide of thefe houles are a few
fquare holes in the ground of about two feet in depth, which are covered
with {plit wood and earth, except in the middle. Thefe appeared to
be contrived for the prefervation of the winter ftock of provifions. In
and about the houfes we found fledge runners and bones, pieces of
whalebone, and poplar bark cut in circles, which are ufed as corks to
buoy the nets, and are fixed to them by pieces of whalebone. Before
each hut a great number of ftumps of trees were fixed in the ground,
aipon ‘which it appeared that they hung their fifh to dry.

"We now continued our voyage, and encamped at eight o’clock, 1

«calculated our courfe at about North-Welt, and, allowing for the wind- ’
ings, that we had made fifty-four miles. We expeéted, throughout the |

day, to meet with fome of the natives. On {everal of the iflands we per-
<eived the print of their feet in the fand, as if they had been there but a
few days before, te procure wild fowl. There were frequent fhowers of
rain in the afternoon, and the weather was raw and difagreeable. We faw
a black fox ; but trees were now become very rare objeéts, except a few
dwarf willows, of not more than three feet in height,

' I The
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At The difcontents of our hunters were now renewed by the accounts
“~—~—— which our guide had been giving of that part of our voyage that was
approaching. According to his information, we were to fee a larger
lake on the morrow. Neither he nor his relations, he faid, knew any
thing about it, except that part which is oppofite to, and not far from,
their country. The Efquimaux alone, he added, inhabit its fhores, and

kill a large fifh that is found in it, which is a principal part of their food;
this, we prefumed, mult be the whale. He alfo mentioned white bears
and another large animal which was {een in thefe parts, but our hunters
could not underftand the defcription which he gave of it. He alfo re-
prefented their canoes as being of a large conftruétion, which would’com-
modioufly contain four or five families. However, to reconcile the
Englifh chief to the neceflary continuance in my fervice, I prefented
him with one of my capots or travelling coats; at the fame time, to
fatisfy the guide, and keep him, if poffible, in good humour, I gave him

a {kin of the moofe-deer, which, in his opinion, was a valuable prefent.

It rained with violence throughout the night, and till two in the morn-
ing; the weather continuing very cold. We praceeded en the fame
meandering courfe as yefterday, the wind North-North-Weft, and the
country {o naked that {carce a fhrub was.to be feen. At ten in the morn-
ing, we landed where there were four huts, exattly the fame as thofe
which have been f{o lately defcribed. The adjacent land. is high
and covered with fhort grafs and flowers, though the earth was not
thawed above four inches from the furface; beneath which was a
folid body of ice. This beautiful appearance, however, was firangely
contrafted with the ice and {now that are {een in the vallies, The foil,

where
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where there is any, is-a yellow clay mixed with ftones. Thefe huts apr
pear to have been inhabited during the laft winter; and we had reafon
to think, that fome of the natives had been lately there, as the beach
was covered with the track of their feet. Many of the runners and bars
of their fledges were laid together, near the houlfes, in a manner that
feemed to denote the return of the proprictors. There were alfo pieces
of netting made of finews, and fome bark of the willow. The thread of
the former was plaited, and no ordinary portion of time muft have been
employed in manufaéturing {o great a length of cord. A fquare ftone-
kettle, with a flat bottom, alfo octupied our attention, which was capable
- of containing two gallons ; and we were puzzled as to the means thefe
people muft have employed to have chilelled it out of a folid rock into
its prefent form. To thefe articles may be added, {mall pieces of flint
fixed into handles of wood, which, probably, fgrve as knives; feveral
wooden difhes ; the ftern and part of a large canoe; pieces of very thick
leather, which we conjeftured to be the covering of a canoe; feveral
bones of large fith, and two heads; but we could not determine the ani-
mal to which they belonged, though we conjefiured that it muft be the
fea-horle.

When we had fatisfied our curiofity we re-embarked, but we were
at a lofs what courfe to fteer, as our guide feemed to be as ignorant of
this country as ourfelves. Though the current was very {trong, we ap-
peared to have come to the entrance of the lake. The fiream fet to the
Wett, and we went with it to an high point, at the diftance of about eight

~miles, which we conjetured to be an ifland ; but, on approaching it, we
perceived it to be connetted with the fhore by alow neck of land, Inow
Iz took

59

1789.
July.

T 5 ric)




JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE

took an oblervation which gave 69. 1. North latitude. From the point
that has been juft mentioned, we continued the fame courfe for the
Welternmoft point of an high ifland, and the Wefternmotft land in fight,
at the diftance of fifteen miles.

The lake was quite open to us to the Weftward, and out of the channel
of the river there was not more than four feet water, and in fome Pplaces
the depth did not exceed one foot. From the fhallownefs of the
water it was impoffible to coaft to the Weftward. At five o'clock
we arrived at the ifland, and during the laft fifteen miles, five feet was
the deepeft water. The lake now appeared to be covered with ice, for
about two leagues diftance, and no land ahead, {o that we were prevented

from proceeding in this dire€tion by the ice, and the (hallownefs of the
water along the fhore.

We landed at the boundary of our voyage in this dire@ion, and as
foon as the tents were pitched I ordered the nets to be fet, when I pro-
ceeded with the Englifh chief to the higheft part of the ifland, from
which we difcovered the folid ice, extending from the South-Weft by
compafs to the Eaftward. As far as the eye could reach to the South-
Weftward, we could dimly perceive-a cham of mountains, ftretching
further to the North than the edge of the ice, at the diftance of upwards
of twenty leagues. To the Ealtward we faw many iflands, and in our
progrefs we met with a confiderable number of white partridges, now -
become brown. There were alfo flocks of ‘very beautiful plovers,
and I found the neft of one of them with four eggs. White owls,
likewife, were among the inhabitants of the place: but the dead, as

well
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well as the living, demanded our attention, for we came to the grave of 17?9‘
ulye.

one of the natives, by which lay a bow, a paddle, and a fpear. The \—-vz-l

Indians informed me that they landed on a {mall ifland, about four
leagues from hence, where they had feen the tracks of two men, that were
quite frefh; they had alfo found a fecret ftore of train oil, and feveral
bones of white bears were fcattered about the place where it was hid.
The wind was now fo high that it was impratticable for us to vifit the
nets.

My people could not, at this time, refrain from expreflions of real
concern, that they were obliged to return without reaching the fea:
indeed the hope of attaining this obje& encouraged them to bear, with-
out repining, the hardfhips of our unremitting voyage. For fome time
paft their {pirits were animated by the expeftation that another day
would bring them to the Mer doueft : and even in our prefent fituation

~ they declared their -readinefs te follow me wherever I fhould be pleafed
to lead them. We faw feveral large white gulls, and other birds, whofe
back, and upper feathers of the wing, are brown; and whofe belly, and
under feathers of the wing are white.




JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE

CHAPTER V.

The baggage removed from the rifing of the water. One of the nets driven
away by the wind and current. Whales are feen. Go in purfuit of them,
but prevented from continuing it by the Jog. Proceed to take a view
of the ice. Canoe in danger from the fwell. Examine the iflands.

. Defcribe one of them. Eret a poft to perpetuate our vifit there. The

. 73fing of the water appears to be the tide. Succefiful filing. Uncertain
weather. Sail among the iflands. Proceed to a river. Temperature

_ of the air improves. Land on a fmall ifland, whichis a place of fepul-

~ ture. Defeription of it. * See a great number of wild fowl. Fine view

" of the river from the high land. The hunters kill rein-deer. Cran-
berries, &c. found in great plenty.  The appearance and ﬂate' of the

 country. Our guide deferts. Large flight of geefe: kil many of
them. Violent rain. Return up the river. Leave the channels for the
main fiream. Obliged to tow the canoe. Land among the natives.
Circumfiances concerning them. Their account of the Efguimaux
Indians.  Accompany the natives to their huts. Account of our

provifions.
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Monday ,"'3, D b E had no fooner retired to reft laft night, if I may ufe that expref-
fion, in a country where the fun never finks beneath the horizon, than fome

of the people were obliged to rife and remove the baggages on account
| of
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of the rifing of the water. At eight in the morning the weather was
fine and calm, which afforded an opportunity to examine the nets, one
of which had been driven from its pofition by the wind and current.
We caught feven poiffons inconnus, which were unpalatable; a white
fith, that proved delicious; and another about the fize of an herring,
which none of us haci ever feen before, except the Englith chief, who
recognized it as being of a kind that abounds in Hudfon’s Bay. About
noon the wind blew hard from the Weftward, when I took an obfer-
vation, which gave 6g. 14. North latitude, and the meridian’ variation of
the compafs was thirty-fix degrees Eaftward®.

This afternoon I re-afcended the hill, but could not difcover that the
ice had been put in motion by the force of the wind. At the fame time
I could juft diftinguifh two {mall iflands in the ice, to the North-Weft
by compafs. I now thought it neceflary to give a new net to my men
to mount, in order to obtain as much provifion as poffible from the
water, our ftores being reduced to about five hundred weight, which,
without any other fupply, would not have fufficed for fifteen people
above twelve days. One of the young Indians, however, was fo fortu-
nate as to find the net that had been mifling, and which contained three
of the poiffons inconnus.

It blew very hard from the North-Weft fince the preceding evening.
Having fat up till three in the morning, I flept longer than ufual; but
about eight one of my men faw a great many animals in the water, which

*® The longjtude has fince been difcovered by the dead reckoning to be 135. Weft.
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he at firlk fuppofed to be pieces of ice. About nine, however, I was

‘=== awakened to refolve the doubts which had taken place refpefting this

extreordinary appearance. I immediately perceived that they were
whah:; and having ordered the canoe to be prepared, we embarked in
purfuit of them. It was, indeed, a very wild and unrefle@ing enterprife,
and it was a very fortunate circumfiance that we failed in our attempt to
overtake them, as a {troke from the tail of one of thefle enormous fith
would have dafhed the canoe to pieces. We may, perhaps, have been
indebted to the foggy weather for our fafety, as it prevented us
from continuing our purfuit. Our guide informed us that they are
the fame kind of fifh which are the principal food of the Efquimaux,
and they were frequently feen as large as our cance. The part of them
which appeared above the water was altogether white, and they were
much larger than the largeft porpoife. .

About twelve the fog difperfed, and being curious to take a view of
the ice, I gave orders for the canoe to be got in readinefs. We accord-
ingly embarked, and the Indians followed us. We had not, however,
been an hour on the water, when the wind rofe on a fudden from the
North-Eaft, and obliged us to tack about, and the return of the fog pre-
vented us from afcertaining our diftance from the ice; indecd, from this
circumftance, the ifland which we had fo lately left was but dimly
feen. Though the wind was clofe, we ventured to hoift the fail, and
from the violence of the fwell it was by great exertions that two men
eould bale out the water from our canoe. We were in a flate of alual
danger, and felt every correfponding emotion of pleafure when we
reached the land. The Indians had fortunately got more to windward,

fo
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fo that the {well in fome meafure drove them on fhore, though their
capoes were nearly filled with water; and had they been laden, we
fhould have feen them no more. As I did not propole to fatisfy my,
curiofity at the rifk of fimilar dangers, we continued our courfe along
the ilands, which {creened us from the wind. I was now determined
to take a more particular examination of the iflands, in the hope of
meeting with parties of the natives, from whom I might be able to obtain
fome 1interefling intelligence, though our conductor dilcouraged my
expeftations by repreflenting them as very fhy and inacceflible people.
At the fame time he informed me that we fhould probably find fome of
them, if we navigated the channel which he had originally recommended
us to enter.

| At eight we encamped on the Eaftern end of the ifland, which I had

178g.
J u'ly.

named the Whale Ifland. It 1s about feven leagues in length, Eaft

and Weft by compals; but not more than half a mile in breadth.
We faw feveral red foxes, one of which was killed. There were alfo
five or fix very old huts on the point where we had taken our ftation.
The nets were now fet, and one of them in five fathom water, the cur-
rent fetting North-Eaft by compafs. This morning I ordered a poft to
be erected clofe to our tents, on which Iengraved the latitude of the
place, my own name, the number of perfons which I had with me, and
the time we remained there. .

Being awakened by fome cafual circumflance, at four this morning,
I'was {urprifed on perceiving that the water had flowed under our baggage.
As the wind had not changed, and did not blow with greater violence than

K when
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when we went to reft, we were all of opinion that this circumftance
proceeded from the tide. We had, indeed, obferved at the other end
aof the ‘ifland that the water rofe and fell; but we then iinagincd
that it muft have been occafioned by the wind. ,The water continued

~ to rife till about fix, but I could not afcertaiff the time with the re-

Tlnu’f&)' 1 60

~ quifite precifion, as the wind then began fo blow with great vio-

lence; 1 therefore determined, at all events, to remain here till the next
morning, though, as it happened, the ftate of the wind was fuch as to.
ijender my flay here an att of meceflity. Our nets were not very fuc-
céfsfu-], as tﬁéy prefented us with only eight fith. From an obfervation
which I obtained at moon, we were in 69. 7. North latitude. As the
evening approached, the wind increafed, and the weather became cold.
Two fwans were the only provifion which the hunters procured for us.

The rain did not ceale till feven this morning, the weather being at
mtervals very cold and unpleafant. Such was its inconftancy, that I
could not make an accurate obfervation; but the tide appeared to rife
fixteen or eighteen inches.

We now embarked, and fteered under fail among the iflands, where I
hoped to meet with fome of the natives, but my expeftation: was not
gratified. Our guide imagined that they were gone to their diftant haunts,
where they fith for whales and hunt the rein-deer, that are oppofite
to his country. His relations, he faid, fee them every year, but he did not
encourage us to expett that we fhould find any of them, unlefs it were ata
fmall river that falls into the great one, from the Eaftward, at a confider-
able diftance from our immediate ﬁtxia;ion. We accordingly made for the

river,
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river, and ftemmed the current. At two in the afternoon the water was

quite fhallow in every part of aur courle, and we could always find the °

bottom with the paddle. At feven we landed, encamped, and fet the
nets. Here the Indians killed two geefe, two cranes, and a white owl.
Since we entered the river, we experienced a very agrecable change 1n
the temperature of the air; but this pleafant circumftance was not with-
out its inconvenience, as it fubjcfted us to the perfecution of the mul-

quitoes.

On taking up the nets, they were found to contain but fix fith, We
embarked at four in the morning, and pafled four encampments, which
appeared to have been very lately inhabited. We thea landed upona
{mall round ifland, clofe to the Eaftern fhore, which poflefled fomewhat of
a facred charaQer, as the top of # feemed to be a place of fepulture, from
the numerous graves which we obferved there. We found the frame of
a fmall -canoe, with various difhes, troughs, and other utenfils, which
had been the hiving property of thofe who could now ufe them no more,
and form the -ordinary accompaniments of their laft abodes. As no part
of the fkins that muft have covered the canoe was remaining, we con-
cluded that it had been eaten by wild animals that inhabit, or occa-
fionally frequent, the ifland. The frame of the canoe, which was entire,
was put together with whalebone: it was fewed in fome parts, and tied

in others. The fledges were from four to eight feet long; the ’Iength

o?

of the bars was upwards of two feet; the runners were two inches thick
and nine inches deep ; the prow was two feet and an half high, and formed
of two pieces, fewed with whalebene; to three other thin fpars of
wood, which were of the fame height, and fixed in the runners by means
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of mortifes, were fewed two thin broad bars lengthways, at a fmall dif-
tance from each other; thefe frames were fixed together with three or

four crofs bars, tied faft upon the runners; and on the lower edge of the

latter, fmall pieces of horn were faltened by wooden pegs, that they.
might {lide with greater facility. They are drawn by fhafts, which I
imagine are applied to any particular {ledge as they are wanted, as I faw
no more than one pair of them. |

About half paft one we came oppofite to the firlt {pruce-tree that we
had feen for fome time : there are but very few of them on the main land,
and they are very {mall; thofe are larger which are found on the

“iflands, where they grow in patches, and clofe together. It is, indeed,
very extraordinary that there fhould be any wood whatever in a country
where the ground never thaws above five inches from the {urface. We
landed at feven in the evening. The weather was now very pleafant,
and in the courfe of. the day we faw great numbers of wild fowl, with
their young ones, but they were fo fhy that we could not approach them.
~The Indians were not very fuccelsful in their foraging party, as they killed
only two grey cranes, and a grey goofe. Two of them were employed
on the high land to the Eaftward, through the greater part of the day,
in fearch of rein-deer, but they could difcover nothing more than a few
tracks of that animal. I alfo alcended the high land, from whence I had
a delightful view of the river, divided into innumerable fireams, mean-
dering through iflands, fome of which were covered with wood, and
others with grafs. The mountains, that formed the oppofite horizon,
were at the diftance of forty miles. The inland view was neither fo
extenfive nor agreeable, being terminated by a near range of bleak,

barren

-
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barren hills, between which are fmall lakes or ponds, while the fur- 3:71?‘2: ‘
rounding country is covered with tufts of mofs, without the fhade of a “>——~
fingle tree. Along the hills is a kind of fence, made with branches,

where the natives had fet {nares to catch white partridges.

The nets did not produce a fingle fifh, and at three o'clock in the morn- Saturds; 12
ing we took our departure. The weather was fine and clear, and we pgffed
feveral encampments.  As the prints of human feet were very frefli in
the fand, it could not have been long fince the natives had vifited the
fpot. 'We now proceeded in the hope of meeting with fome of them at
the river, whither our guide was condufting us with that expeftation.
We obferved a great number of trees, in different places, whofe branches
had been lopped off to the tops. They denote the immediate abode of
the natives, and probably ferve for fignals to direét each other to their re-
fpeftive winter quarters. Our hunters, in the courfe of the day killed two
rein-deer, which were the only large animals that we had feen fince we had
been in this river, and proved a very feafonable {upply, as our Pemmican
had become mouldy for fome time paft; though in that fituation we
were under the neceflity of eating it.

In the vallies and low lands near the river, cranberries are found

. mm great abundance, particularly in favourable afpefts. Itisa ﬁngulan
circumftance, that the fruit of two fucceeding years may be gathered at
the fame time, from the fame fhrub. Here was alfo another berry, of
a very pale yellow colour, that refembles a rafpberry, and is of a. very
‘agreeable flavour. There is a great variety of other plants and herbs;
whofe names and properties are unknown to me..

The
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The weather became cold towards the afternoon, with the appearance

= of rain, and we landed for the night at feven in the evening ‘The Indians
killed cight geefe. During the greater part of the day I walked with the
Englifh chief, and found it very difagreeable and fatiguing. Though

the country is fo elevated, it was one continual morafs, except on the
fummits of fome barren hills, As I carried my hanger in my hand, I
frequently examined if any part of the ground was in a ftate of thaw,

but could never force the blade into it, beyond the depth of fix or eight

inches. The face of the high land, towards the river, is in fome places
rocky, and in others a mixture of fand and ftone, veined with a kind of

red earth, with which the natives bedaub themfelves.

H rained, and blew hard from the North, till eight in the morning,
when we difcovered that our condutor had efcaped. I was, indeed,
furprifed at his honefty, as he left the moofe-fkin which I had given him
for a covering, and went off in his fhirt, though the weather was vety
cold. I inquired of the Indians if they had given him any caufe of
offence, or had obferved any recent difpofition in him to defert us, but
they affured me that they had not in any inftance difpleafed him: at the
fame time they recolleted that he had exprefled his apprehenfions of
being taken away as a {lave; and his alarms were probably increafed
on the preceding day, when he faw them kill the two rein-deer with fo
much readinefs. In the afternoon the weather became fine and clear,
when we faw large flights of geefe with their young ones, and the hunters
killed twenty-two of them. As they had at this time caft their feathers,
they could not fly. They were of a {fmall kind, and much inferior in

fize to thofe that frequent the vicinity of Athabafca, At eight, we took
our
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our ftation near an Indian encampment, and, as we had obferved in
fimilar fituations, pieces of bone, rein-deer’s horn, &c. were {fcattered
about it, It alfo appeared, that the natives had been employed here in
working wood into arms, utenfils, &c.

We embarked at three this morning, when the weather was cloudy,
with {fmall rain and aft wind. About twelve the rain became f{o violent
as to compel us to encamp at two in the afternoon. We faw great num.
bers of fowl, and killed among us fifteen geele and four {wans. Had
the weather been more favourable, we fhould have added confiderably
to our booty. We now pafled the river, where we expefted to meet
fome of the natives, but difcovered no figns of them, The ground
clofe to the river does not rife to any confiderable height, and the hills,
which are at a fmall diftance, are covered with the {pruce fir and fmall

birch trees, to their very {ummits.

We embarked at half paft one this morning, when the weather was
- cold and unpleafant, and the wind South-Weft. At ten, we left the
channels formed by the iflands for the uninterrupted channel of the river,
where we found the current fo firong, that it was abfolutely neceflary
to tow the canoe with a line. The land on both fides was elevated, and
almoft perpendicular, and the fhore beneath it, which is of no great
breadth, was covered with a grey flone that falls from the precipice.
We made much greater expedition with the line, than we could have
done with the paddles. - The men in the canoe relieved two cof thofe on
_ thore every two hours, fo that it was very hard and fatiguing duty, but
it faved a great deal of that time which was fo precious to us. At half
pait

Monday 20,
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1 paft eight, we landed at the {fame {pot where we had already encamped
=" on the ninth inftant.

In about an hour after our arrival, we were joined by eleven of the
natives, who were ftationed further up the niver, and there were fome
among them whom we had not {een during our former vifit to this place.
The brother of our late guide, however, was of the party, and was eager
in his inquiries after him; but our account did not prove fatisfaétory.
They all gave cvident tokens of their fulpicion, and each of them made
a diftin&t harangue on the occafion. Our Indians, indeed, did not un-
derftand their eloquence, though they conjeftured it to be very unfa-
vourable to our affertions. The brother, neverthelefs, propofed to barter
his credulity for a fmall quantity of beads, and promiled to believe every
thing I fhould fay, if I would gratify him with a few of thofe baubles:
but he did not fucceed in his propofition, and I contented myfelf with
giving him the bow and arrows which our condué&or had left with us.

My people were now neceffarily engaged in putting the fire-arms in
order, after the violent rain of the preceding day; an employmént
which very much attraéted the curiofity, and a ppeared, in fome degree to
awaken the apprehenfions, of the natives. To their inquiries concerning
the motives of our preparation, we anfwered by fhewing a piece of meat
and a goofe, and informing them, that we were preparing our arms to pro- -
cure fimilar provifions: at the fame time we aflured them, though it was
our intention to kill any animals we might find, there was no intention
to hurt or injure them. They, however, entreated us not to difcharge our
pieces in their prefence. I requefted the Englifh chief to atk them fome

qucftions,
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queftions, which they either did not or would not underftand; fo that1 _‘,Zf)?'

failed in obtaining any information from them. St

All my people went to reft; but I thought it prudent to fit up, in
order to watch the motions of the natives. This circumftance was a
fubje& of their inquiry ; and their curiofity was ftill more excited, when
they faw me employed in writing. About twelve o'clock I perceived
four of their women coming along the fhore; and they were no fooner
feen by their friends, than they ran haftily to meet them, and perfuaded
two of them, who, I fuppofe, were young, to return, while they
brought the other two who were very old, to enjoy the warmth of
our fire; but, after ftaying there for about half an hour, they alfo re-
treated. Thofe who remained, immediately kindled a fmall fire,
and laid themfelves down to fleep round it, like fo many whelps,

\ﬁving neither fkins or garments of any kind to cover them,
notwithftanding the cold that prevailed. My people having placed
their kettle of meat on the fire, I was obliged to guard it from the natives,
who made feveral attempts to poffefs themfelves of its contents ; and this
was the only inftance I had hitherto difcovered, of their being influenced
by a pilfering difpofition. It might, perhaps, be a general opinion, that
provifions were a common property. I now faw the fun fet for the firft
time fince I had been here before. During the preceding night, the
weather was fo cloudy, that I could not obferve its defcent to the horizon.

The water had funk, at this place, upward of three feet fince we had
paffed down the river. ‘

We began our march at half paft three this morning, the men being Wednef, 22.
L employed
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employed to tow the canoce. I walked with the Indians to their huts,
which were at a greater diftance than I had any reafon to expe&, for it
occupied three hours in hard walking to reach them. We pafled a narrow
and decp river in our way, at the mouth of which the natives had fet
- their nets.  They had hid their effets, and fent their young women into
the'woods, as we faw but very few of the former, and none of the latter.
They had large huts built with drift wood on the declivity of the beach,
and in the infide the earth was dug away, {o as to form a level floor. At
each end was a flout fork, whereon was laid a ftrong ridge-pole, which
formed a fupport to the whole ftrufure, and a covering of fpruce bark pre-

ferved it from the rain. Various {pars of different heights were fixed

within the hut, and covered with fplit fith that hupg on them to dry;
and fires were made in different parts to accelerate the operation, There
were rails alfo on the outfide of the building, which were hung
around with fifh, but in a frefher flate than thofe within. The fpawn is
alfo carefully preferved and dried in the fame manner. We obtained as
many fith from them as the canoe could conveniently contain, and fome
ftrings of beads were the price paid for them, an article which they
preferred to every other. Iron they held in little or no eftimation.

During the two hours that I remained here, I employed the Englith
chief in a continual flate of inquiry concerning thefe people. The in-
formation that refulted from this conference was as follows.

This nation or tribe is very numerous, with whom the Efquimaux had
been continually at variance, a people who take every advantage of at-
tacking thofe who are not in a flate to defend themfelves; and though

" they
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they had promifed fncndfhxp, had lately, and in the moft treacherous
manner, butchered fome of their people. As a proof of this circum-
flance, the relations of the deceafed fhewed us, that they had cut off
their hair on the occafion. They alfo declared their determination to
withdraw all confidence in future from the Efquimaux, and to collet
themlelves in a formidable body, that they might be enabled to revenge
the death of their friends.

From their account, a ftrong party of Efquimaux occalionally afcends
this river, in large canoes, in fearch of flint ftones, which they employ to
point their fpearé and arrows. They were now at their lake due Eaft
from the fpot where we then were, which was at no great diftance over
land, where they kill the rein-deer, and that they would foon begin to
catch big fifh for the winter flock. We could not, however, obtain any
information refpefting the lake in the direttion in which we were. To
the Eaftward and Weftward where they faw it, the ice breaks up, but
foon freezes again.

The Efquimaux informed them that they faw large canoes full of
white men to the Weftward, eight or ten winters ago, from whom they
obtained iron in exchange for leather. The lake where they met thefe
canoes, is called by them Belhoullay. Toe, or ‘White Man’s Lake.
They alfo reprefented the Efquimaux as drefling like themfelves. They
wear their hair fhort, and have two holes perforated, ore on each fide
of the- mouth, in a line with the under lip, in which they place long
beads that they find in the lake. Their bows are fomewhat different
from thofe ufed by the natives we had féen, and they employ flings from

L2 . whence

July.
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July,

17%.  whence they throw.ftones with fuch: dexterity that they prove very
‘——— formidable weapons in the day of battle. -

We alfo learned in addition from the natives, that we fhould not fee
any more of their relations, as they had all left the river to go in.purfuit
of rein-deer for their provifions, and that they themfelves fhould en-
gage in a fimilar expedition in a few days. Rein-deer, bears, wolvereens,
martens, foxes, hares, and white buffaloes are the only quadrupeds in
their country ; and that the latter were only to be found in the moun-
tains to the Weftward.

We proceeded with the line throughout the day, except two hours,

~ when we employed the fail. We encamped at eight in the evening.

From the place we quitted this morning, the banks of the river are well

covered with {mall wood, fpruce, firs, birch, and willow. We found it
very warm during the whole of our progrefs.

At five in the morning we proceeded on our voyage, but found it
very difficult to travel along the beach. We obferved feveral places where
the natives had ftationed themfelves and fet their nets fince our paffage
downwards. We pafled a fmall river, and at five o’clock our Indians
put to fhore in order to encamp, but we proceeded onwards, which dif-
pleafed them very much, from the fatigue they fuffered, and at eight we
encamped at our pofition of the 8th inflant. The day was very fine,
and we employed the towing line throughout the courfe of it. At ten,
our hunters returned, fullen and diffatished. We had not touched any
of our provifion flores for fix days,in which time we had confumed two

rein -
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rein-deer, four {wans, forty-five geele, and a confiderable quantity of fifh: 'Jﬁye
but it is to be Aconﬁdered, that we were ten men, and four women, “—~—
I have always obferved, that the north men poflefled very hearty appe-

tites, but they were very much exceeded by thofe with me, fince we

entered this river. I fhould really have thought it abfolute gluttony in

my people, if my own appetite had not increafed in a fimilar propor-

uon. '
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July.

m AT five we continued our courfe, but, in a very fhort time, were under
the neceflity of applying to the aid of the line, the ftream being fo ftrong
as to render all our attempts unavailing to ftem it with the paddles. We
'paﬂ'cd a fmall river, on each fide of which the natives and Efquimaux
colle&t flint. The bank is an high, fteep, and foft rock, variegated with

red,
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red, green, and yellow hues. From the continual dripping of water,
parts of it frequently fall and break into fmall ftony flakes like flate, but
- not fo hard. Among them are found pieces of Petrolium, which bears
a refemblance to yellow wax, but is more friable. The Englifh chief
informed me, that rocks of a fimilar kind are {cattered about the
country, at the back of the Slave Lake, where the Chepewyans col-
leét copper.

At ten, we had an aft wind, and the men who had been engaged in
towiﬂg, re-embarked. At twelve we oblerved a lodge on the fide