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THE SISTER PROFESSIONS

i>KI.I., I..M.1>.. Kl

'Mir. ('Imiriiiiiii ittxl (iiiiilciiim,—

tlint tlio Iciinii'il jiirilli-niiiii wliu \\i\^ i

iH'huIf or tlie l.rjiiil I'r-.tVssiun Iuh JV

hpH', mid rliiir. tlitToforo, I hiivc, nlin<

lipcri railed npun tn s|n'iik. Mv
justici' to till- tiiilijc'ct (tiifli us I I

t>\vii iicconnt I iiiiHl msy tliiir I

II viry Kri'itt iii'iviicp", to nii'i'I
i

Knr ymir >*iik»'j* I rri^n't

I. reply I'> this tnii,t oil

mid it iiii|KM'>ni|( [.. Iio

-I at a Itioiiirllt's iiiiMri'.

d friend \vi»learned friend wimli! liii

illllliil e\|ii'et to do. liltl <iii my
MM trli"'. "^ I alwavs einisiiji-r it

y ImviImvii of tiieOhlari.. Mcdl-

eiil Aftsnciatioii ( ii|ndaiise ). mid parliciiliiriy npi.it oeea-inji-i like

the ]>re{l(-I1^ I'nr I kiNiw iliat in jidditinn t<>
" tlie feant i)f reasmi

mid the llinv of s^.nl/' the (dd pn>pheey will 1>.- fiiUilJe.j. and

tlicrr will lie '* a fnist of fat things (I liave nn ret'erem-f in my
frioiMJ Dr. Kin^O ( lanj-hterK a fea«t uf wine on the U-^. ..f fat

thiiigrt full of iiiarr<iw. nf wine nii the Icrs well refined." Xn
matter li»>w pliilosMphieal a man may Imaijine lie is ii'owinjr with

advancing yeard. lie never—or hanlly ever— jjrnurt out of a taste

fnr a p)nd dinner, well served amid enn;rfniHl e.iinpaiiy ) nini'li

Imi^littr and applmisi>).

I tlimik you fur tlie kindly refereiiee?* to ihi- professiiin I

Imve the Imiior to reprcneiit- thoiii,di om; of His .M;iie,<ty\-i Jus-

tices, I 8til] idaini to ho a lawyer. I admit there iniixht lit' liifH-

ellUy in persiiadinj; my jiidicdal bretliren. and slill more .-(onie

of the inemlierM of the har. of the jiistiU'Sfi of this elaim ; ^lUt

then, you know, lawyers dilVer— like doctors (Iniigliter),

At « meeting of luiollier medical smdety sonic few inontlis

n<in, in a little jMress. [ ventured lo dinw n eomparisun hciwcen

till' two profisM riTia somewhat in the followlnir manner.

The two professions have the i»iime ohject in view, the

good of tlie pnhlic. That in the performance of the duties cast

upon thoni the mcii>*>crs of the profe:i:*ions also Ixuietit them-

selves is' wholly ]ir(fper and rijrht. It is part of the eternal

fitness of tli'iijxs that one doinj; f:ood to another incidentally does

jiood to him!»elf. It is cast up as a reproach aomctimes that

lawyers piactise for money. No one has yet disputed the

maxim, " The laborer is worthy of his hire." a*' ' the meinhers

of these two learned j^rofcssions do not stand i.iunc. Does the

merchant keep open his shop simply for the advantage of others?

M|. -li il. !h('r.'.| ^ii Il:in.|r. T ,.f ih.' iinii.rl.i M.'<ii.,i! As^sor iri,i,iii, M;iy.



rlio (urriicr |iliiw mill mv; mul nup jii«i ilmt liia coimtry iiia;
liaie iiiiira Kr«in to cxjiorl ( la tliu iimiiiiliiutiiror wliully ullril •

inlirf Ainl luH lint fvt-ri iw m'\VM|)iip(T'iiiBii l)ti'Ti known to
diurgu tliirtj- iThtu u lint' (or liU rnailin« uoricM "

( It ia

«aiil llml wliin llu' uhilil of n niini~liT wua ankcil wlielhcr liia

fulluT wu« Kuing to anvjK a cull lo u UrgiT I'lmrc'li with u l«rgcr
falilrj-, lie unawiml. " WVU, |>ii it >till pru^iun fur Biii.laiici;. but
ma ia |m.kih|i up " (luiiKhtcr). 'IW nolili. i.xonii.ii.« in blatorv
mill [.oitrv (III nil ill ri'iilily iwacli a nnitrarv liiKMrinn. Tukl
tliat Ileal kniiwii— • Tlip diii'ftuin to lli,^ llinliianda bound," wbo
cricii

" lioatiiiun, do not ti. i^

;

I .-.'ill give you a ailver [loiiiid

To rtiw nio o'tT tlir ferry/*

v.iia told iiideod hy tliut Highland wight,"

" I'M go, my L'hlef, I'm roadv;
It ia not for youi ailver br.^ht,

Utit for your wiraonie lady."

liiK the poet, who was a .Seolaiiiaii. and eiin»ei|Ui:litl}-, aa Dr,
Faloolier will ,ell you, could not tell a lio, does not venture to
•ay that that aauie Highland wight did not have in bia aporran
that very ailver jiound before the lioat loft llio dock. If, falae
to hia blood, ho did oin . tbia triHing formality, he waa different
fr-'ni hia oouiitryman ajiokeii of the other day in i'uni-A, 'lo
aid to the paaseiigera ii|hih bia ferry-boat, when the atorm
beoauie daiigeroiia, " There's nae sayiii' what may happen ; aae
Aw'U juitl tak' yor farea noo " (laughter and applauao).

Jeating aside, I have never, after nearly thirtv veart
al, the liar and on the Henth, heard of an iusl'tnce in
which anyone having even an arguable ease could noi have
it brought ii«fowi the courta and pressed with all due skill. And
it ia unthinkable that a doctor would refuse his rsaiataiice to an
injured peraon bccauae he waa n >t auro of hia pay (ap-
plauso). We have our little flings at each oilier—the lawyer
talks of the doctor's failures lying aix feet below the ground;
the doctor counters by a rcfcreuee to the lawyer's, sii feet
above. When the doctor laughs at the lawyer pumping up
tears lieforo a jury and ..barging »100 a day for doing it—the
lawyer retorts, " A trial ia a major operation (laughter)

; how

}



mui; iltaMun will take leu thin «|(HJ fur « inij.ir ii|..rjilir , if

Jirr» lie more •viiialilr ( l'iiiii|i u|i liiirn I Wliut woalil aii^uuii
tliiiik of a doctor vho would nut pmn|i up tpin—or HiivtliiuK
«Ih>— if it would or luiKhl help hiui to win out agaiiut tlio
^rini an>ai|oniiil, DtaibC' (uppliiiiMi aiMl hiunhli-r). Wa« it

Huiley who coii.imml the ili^aioiau to ii iliiMplu^ir ( Thii
plij-»i(!inn baa op| nil,. Iimji uri untaKoiual who niiiii jiojun ila^-

win the diKii.ivo xa-ni' that iiii«r.,.n pin.vcr >kutilir» ohtj- inovr,
he nialii'a no hiiiti., n' pla^i fair, Init whilu Iw makes no niiatako
hlniBflf, ho inexorably osarta the till! pi.nnll.v for every iniilake
of tbi' |ihj«iciaii--ari.l the |phy«ieiun il..e« not know all the riilm
of the fame.

The lawyer aUo playa a Raiws hit antafiuniat ii fallible aa
hiiuielt, bia Bonieliniea may fail to exaet all the pinalty tii

which he i> entitled, and ihonbl know no more ili'in hii op|poneiit
of the rule* of the |;anie.

So I went on eomparintr tlie profi.«ion«—but I notice that
I wa» not naked to dine aK*in iiy that aticietv; and I think I
aliall not say unylbinj< uiure alioni my own "profeaaioii, lest a
worw IbiiiK liefall me, and I I* eseluded from ibii Ab> '"iationu well (laughter).

Let uie, with all due humility, say something about vour
profesaiun—and Ibii I do with your good at heart.

Highly aa 1 regard the medical profcasiou in OnUrio, ]
am not ui all aalislied with you—indee»l, I may say I have no
p» Ueuce with you.

For one thing, you wholly negleet to dresa properly- -no one
can loll a iloclor from an unilertakor except bv the little black
bag (laughter), and that does .,ot ililFerentiiite him from a
piano-tnner (laughter and applause). Wbv not go baik to the
old diitinotive garb—the three-tailed wig, velvet coat with atiH
skirts and large cuffs, buckled »lir,.8 and ailk stockings (laugh-
ter) ! And a eane, long and goM-'.eaded—and with n hollow
handle for arrying disinfeotanls—not stinking carbolic acid or
iodoform, out rosemary of sweet scent an.! pungent camphor?
lias not tl.e College of I'bysiciaiis in I.nudon even vot the iden-
tical gold eanc carried sueeesaivelv ov RoileliHe, Mead Askew
Piteairn, Baillic I

Now. could anything attract to the Joclor tu^,^ ..itention
than such a garb, especially if he rode in a gilt carriage with two
rnnuing footmen! (laughter).



Villi kiHiw, itilvt-riiiiiiiii; iiIwii,vh |>ll,^-. vvli'-tlifr ir Im> nf (be

){ntiw(>r tvpf ii<|u|iit'<l for l.v<liii I'iiikliiun » it|*li>h<li(| [irf)iHrutton

anil Dr. WillimiiH' Pink I'ilU lor I'ulr I'l-opU-. »r ilii' in<in< quift

And «iil)ii> form of tlit* niotliHr l>iill<-tiii icllii'^ of ihc |>n>);ri>i*ii to

thi> firavf of Millie our iiim-li in tin- )i)hilit' r_vt> ( LiiitthiiT uiitl

upptaiiHc). No. I ilo imr iiii'iMi i[iiiti> timi! Vlvy Mtnu'iiiiK'ii ilu

f{(>t licttiT (roiiliniird lini^llliT).

Anil, too, itH Colci-iil^i- unytt, " ||i> in tli<- iH^r plivitii-iim vvlio

is tlif tnofl iiiKctiions iiutpiriT nf liii|)f." How i-oiilil aiiyniiL'

ili-ii|>uir if nnch u lonllv, niu-Ii a ^l)r^^l'olllt vLioii a)i|ii'ari-il li^ hii

Iw'iiiilc i { laiiKliIrr ).

Thi'ii, ii^aiii, you i|o not hlwii rnongli. ( I,pt inc not bo mii-

iiiuloriilooil: I mil rffprrinn to [»lilflH)iiimy, iioi luiliinlintoiiiy—
blwHlinp proihn'('il liy wction nf tlip vein, not of thn piirno—oi'

,voiiritii<fffut iti iIk' tatter I, of coiinM', know iiotliinK) (lauf^htor).

Now, I iln not fiu^K(-!it tlint yon nliniiltl put |)oi.<i ot hiooit in ytnir

otHcu wiiitlow (o mlvfrltw your art, iiri tlir l>arl'cr-«iir;,ri'oiirt iihciI

tu do, at U'aKt in IjjihIoii— I nt " it iiiandn to reason " tinit liloed-

iii^ 18 an excellent previ-iiluiive uf iliacio-c t\>* well ao a euri>. In

oltien tiint'K, every ^eiitlcinaii and nioKt ladit-s who wi'H' in ^ood

bealtli and wiiiheit to rt-niaiii in ffood health, wrrc tiled at teaat

five tinieH in the year, i.e., in Nepteinlicr Ivfore Advent. lK>fore

Ixnt, after Kaater and at I'entrctmt. Tliiit irii-identatty kept

them posteil on the fea^tH of tlu? ('liiireh ( tan^liter and ap-

plauee). With a nick man, xick of i-nyttiin^, from fatting tiiek-

nes* to Ic mat th' SapleM. tileedi ; v the Kntt and, ala», often

the laiit " intention.*'

Did dot Or. Lettsom, who wan 'he president of the IMillo-

aopkieal 8iM-iety of Jxmdoii, ami whime praetlee Itronght him in

£10,000 to £12'',000 per annnm— lie tlvid toward the en<l of tbu

18th and the beginning of (he lOrli eeutnry—hlniself way:

" Whun patients niek to nie apply,

I phyrticH, bleeds and sweatu 'em

;

If after thut they fhoose to die,

What'e" that to me i

I. I^ttsom.'* (Iiiiif^hter).

And then TOiir outlandish niodieinesl ^'ou p-t ioiline from
seaweed, opium from poppies*, (piinine from Pertivian hnrk,

and you negleet the medieines that lie at ymir very dixiM. For
initance, the sovereign virtue^ of the hnmuii skull are almost



s

wlinllv iiiikiiMwn III.
I iii.nT ii|i|„mI,.,| |„. „ |,.rf,.,.|lv limrt'i'llolli

PMiicIv ill eu.r. ..f .il,.|„v. X,.«., „f ,.„iir«,., nil .'l(uM< urn iiol
i|f ('i|n«l mlili'- cnr M'hn. (,.1|. nn llml; vnll will, ol nturtf,
lili.l till, akilll ..f nli.i liu. ,|i,.,| „ iiiiiiiriil ,|',.|iili h,hh\ fur litllo
or llotliiriu. I«riiiiw il >liiii.U 1,1 rru-..ri lliiil ll •aenliol iliiril
h» Iwii ili jiuii'il .,ri'ciii»iiiii,.,l l>v llii' .llx'iiHis liiil if • waiil
• Hr«t-rul. ,,rlicl.. p-l llin Kkiill ..f „i„ wlio liu» .iiiv ., .,|,.|,|

il.'iitli „iif haiiKi'il pnfiTrfil. TIimi v.mi will g. ,.. mM
•liii-it fop vnup lifi' ami f„r v.inr |)uliiiil8' (hiiighi ..ml ip.
ploilii.,). You iiiiiv cillu.p .<Tn|i,. Ill,, akilll 1111,1 mlnniiiiti.r tlio

«crn|iiiid« l.> llif I'liili'i'lir, ur yu m- |.r<-|,iiri. iiii i'mimipc or
»|pirit from il, nii,l apph- llii». An.l ui'li mTii|,iii)r«. i.ii»i.ii<-p or
"I'iril nri' verv imrfiil in lidii„rrliii(ip "» «''ll (laiiKlilcpi, and
«ri. a jirovi'ii |iri'ViMiliv.' oj;iiiii«t wrnfiila (laii(rliti>r).

It in iiiiforliiiinlc- -mori. ili. ?i ilmt, it it a iilinini' time the
ilrii({-«li,ri« 11(1 I, iip.r kirp r,iil \',iii,-,. Iri'aclu—(Acrinrum I'fn-
c/iunimi. No-v, ilial upliiiili,! ri'iiicl.v wan iiiado of vipert,
wliitu wine ar opiiiin, npiiH's, li.piorire, red roscn, tops of gcp-
niaiidor, juic ' roiiuli ulm*. m't'ils of Iruaclp nimlard, lops of
St. .lolin'* w ., nnil nonic twflil.v ollii,r liorln, mixed with honey
into an eliTtuary. It is not r.iill.v llii> fault of tlic drii/tKistn—
it i* not priwrilM'il now, and no it doca not pay to keep it. Did
the niodiTii »cli.«d of pliy«iiiai' lint know ita man.v virtuw it

would lie found in evcrv driiB ', not to mention' uxi depart-
ment atiiros, ..aton"ii ami .Simp. . One would natnrallv think
that nn.yone w.uild know lliut si ., an e.<«.ntinlly nasty mixture
must lie good for most tliinjjg, lint since the spread of Hahne-
mann's infinitesimals, pliysioian,* seem to have lost the sense of
the healing value of sheer naiiseniianeM (laiichter and ap-
plause).

And then drink! Why, ymi make men, grown men, drink
water! You know what Sir Henry Ifaiile said about water.
A tipstaff approaehed him whin a .jury wore out considering
their venlict, and said, " Your Lordship, the jury would like
a drink of water." The learned jinlgc glared at him and said,
" Y'on have been sworn to keep the jury from meat and drink
until they agree. Water is not meat; I don't eall it drink:
yon may give them a pailful "

( laughter). Now the physicians
of the olden time know belter— they gave gallons of sack and
other wines. When they had a wounded patient they took
aristoloehia, geranium, galingal and other herbs, mummy and



certain other driigi, and steeped them in wine (and lots of it),

and gave that to the wounded man in buclietfulB. Why, yon

don't even use mummv II (langhter and applause).

You seem, alo, to have lost all sense of the great value of

amulets and charms. Now, everyone knows that a live snail

sewn up in a bag and worn round the neck i» an excellent anti-

dote for iigne ; the ordinary man on the street knows that a horse-

chestnut in the left-hand tron.wTs pocket will keep away vhen.

matism (laughter). Passing a child with the whooping coiigl.

under a donkcv will generally cure; but if yon want sonietlunp

absolntelv certain, put » hairy worm or caterpillar into a flannel

cover and that around the chil.l's neck, and as the creature

wastes away and dies, the whooping will depart. And snrely

that stands to reason I For is it not something like a b-irv

caterpillar which must !« the cause of the tickling cough, and

is it not certain that what hurts will also cure I Is there not

a whole svstem of medicine erected upon the principle, .V.mKw

nmilihus'curanlurf and do we not all (excepting, of course, th.

President of the University and the Venerable the Arcbdeaeon)

in the morning after the night Iwforc take a hair of the dog

that bit us? (Shouts of laughtsr.)
. j ,.

At the last dinner of medical men that 1 was privileged to

attend, a magielrate was liemoaning the passing away of the

old family phvsician. who came in and looked at your tongue,

felt yonr "pulse, shook his head, and then went out to the dining-

room and took a drink with your futher (laughter). I wa.

foolish enough to rise and say, " Thank God for the disappear-

ance of the greatest fraud in the world. Thousands of skele-

tons of young children are lying in the cemeteries which should

be the frame of stalwart men and hnmlsome women biit

for the ignorance and carelcness of the ninch-lauded old

family physician, too lazy to keep up with the advance of his

K-ienc'e, aid too dishonest and greedy of gain to give way to

those trained, or at least skilled in modern methods («p-

^'"Wc-n ndpa. mm culpa, men mnxima cvlpa! I now m the

error of my wav.i. mare. mpT fio. anttqMS will hereafter be

„» motto—get back to the old practice and methods, shnn inno-

vation as a plague, and be not so conceited as to imagine that

von know ;,-'ter than vonr fathers, in the good old time* .

Tf anything T have said will help to bring yon again to the

true wav', I shall be amply repaid (laughter and applause).

%






