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“Christmas at BetLlehem.
BY.R. W. X,
O B -keep-the Chrl
For !he xlad nm one was thine,
Tbough‘ thh'ou didst -not -see, - um quiet
n

8!
“Heaven's glory through thee shine!
In-thy-sleep thou wert uplifted,
-And-glven thy dladem—
A light -to lighten-the ages,
-Blessed-Star of Bethlehem !

Al the world 4o d Iny_shadowed,

-Why not dig-that old voot up, bring it
to-the yule fire,-and burn It up? Let
it-go” to eslies. The fire from 1t will
-warm up-the heart of-an-old acquaint-
ance,-and-wo-daroe say it-will warm you.
ap. Wa never-make another feel tetter

-make_a-very “genlal. warmth_in_cur_own
-souls.
“In this work-ot

_happy-tn tho thought of lu: wnuamee.,

\\lm. a nm\'ng we lhl" get our--
-selves |

_plans “for- the successful production-of a
charade, or tho happy performance of
b!lnd man’s bu t?  Is not everybody

d atout thu Y
-OHRISTMAS I8 OOMING. -of_holly and decorations?  And-are not
all -the little -ones cager 1o prove that

Thero 12 no-need 10 study the almanac | thoir feet have grown,-and that they must

by any such forgivemess- but that we: J0-order-to be-made awara-of tho fact | haye-lurger-stockings, both-on.that ac-

5

that- Christmas-1s coming. Everybody

count and aiso in caso Santa Ciaua should
knows ". fostinctively, for-when & friend- ‘ visit-them ?

old root we:may find somethiug eise. A
“lot of curlosities may turn-up at tho end

In sin and sorrow, and blight,
And the longing eyes of e wisost
“Could not plerce the heavy night.
"Hearts_ ached, but-there -was no
-he: allng'
Volces cried, -but no answer fell,
The grave and the cradle were
bopeless,
And -no hand -could the-gloum-
T dispel”

‘Then suddenly out of the_blackness

lashed a glory_ of heavenly light;
Untit every b + und valloy

“Was bath 3 1ts’ radlance

Sweet music_filied-all_the-heavens,
And thus the glad anthem rang,
“Oh1 glory to-God in the highest,

On earth, good will to man

“The king-of all worlds 13- your
Father,

Angd-from™ bia alr home dbove-
Its greatest treasure has sent you
In proof of his endless love.”
Adoring:oyes-wers uplifted,

‘While “ the» angels downward

sm
They, sought lhe it of the Father,
And’they found--a-little child 1

That was the Christmas blessing
That gladdened all the earth,
That bmhbed the clouds and ead-

And gave to our life its worth.
And gince that day all-childhood

-Is a sacred and holy-thing,
Because of the Light of Betblehem,

Because of-Christ the King.

ALOGPOBTHYULBPIRB.

The anclént-name:for Christmas
is Yule. It'1s 8ald ln Old England
the most jubilant feature of Christ-
mas Eve-was the-burning of the
_yule log. A great log was hailed-
from -the woods-and lald-on-the
hiearth of the-wide-mouthed chim-
ney, and- what jolly flames -went
racing and-roaring up toward- the

stars
It h #21d that those passing the
flame-lighted windows-would raise
thelr hats, for they knew-the" yule
log meant-the burning -up of in-
klndnus d dluenelon.
¢ {maglne a_big yule
fire, v.he nashea from its brightness
coming and-going-across the win-
dow-panes? A cheerful-thing:to-
Beo In the cold, dark'night! Who
would not nmke and also add a
fagot 10 a yula fife if they could-?
_Red.. coala cn ‘the hearth and gold-
Ang- bhrlsimas-whn ‘Wil add-
-8l “to these ?
-Can’t-you" ‘bring a bough, a laxot.
-a twig, 80 ermful of dead leaves?
If.a0y- chilled-wanderer were out in the
rvoad -and you- saw -him, wouldn't you
brlnx ‘hlm and warm._ him up-with the.
"~ fire'you had replenished.?

-are zomo things that meke exoellenr. fuel
!gr r,a yuls fire; and maybo we caa-furnish

“Tough:old roots are good for.& Chulst. |- th

-1pas fire, and.ono_such_Is-an” 0ld 3pite,
_Away- back, we- won't:-say how many o7
few years, therd was some unpleasantness
of - feeling between you and some friend
or ueighbour. You felt -grieved; -#nd-
‘have never-been. wmlns to- give it w2
-t §s.an . ancient te, and tho old-tume;
griend knows you t:herllh At and-

-of our. bbi
may they-be elther.

cmun'mx AT BITILERXM,

Jucky-in this. world “are .sure.to arouse
uie eovy o4 sute oi tae amiucky, and uns
kind-things may-be said. Hero 15 some-
“thing for thé yule fire. Give it:10 the
“flames_quick. ~ -

round for ap -

00, aud 0ot so_rery old- friend; who Is ?
How we may eavy ¢ of \lllble sigus.

“some.one who s -more fortunate in , coldness in the air ?

lte's- pu:malom or-lifo s-hunours | The-) covered with snow ¥ Has not evorybody . And-We are all gotng to bo to

mm o t In bis, Yes, 1t 1s quite evident that Christmas

which Itseit- to ,“fa cumipg, and we-are ail maklag ready.

-us, and-it Father Christmas la nol our , The adults-are proparing little surprises
“Besldes, there are husts , for the children, and-the children -base
Is there not & koon, been hoarding their -pennies that they
Is not the ground , may prepare surprises -fut their elders,

gether As
“far a4 possible, and- vexln: differ-
ences are to-be forgiven and for
guiten, and care-is going to-be.pul
-w-sicep, and wo are -drawing o
close_to apo.another thai-love shau
-grow warmes apd faith atronges
whi,e we Sing In  harmony the
young shrili voices and the quarer
tog old ones~  Giory to Uod 40 the
-higheat, and on carh prace (0 mWen
of_good-will *

THE OHRISTMAS FLOWEE.

“Glvomy apd-cnd was Whe okt
though it was Chrisithas Eve ib.
snow -was -falling f23t,-as Herman,
the charcoal-burnes, drow his cloak
tigher -around bim, and the wind
whiastled flercely through tho-troes
of the Black Forest. 10 had been
to carry a-load to tho-castle nea
by, and was hurrying-home io.his
Hitue hut. Although he workea
very hard, ho was poor, galulug
barely-cuough fur tho wants of b
wife-and four Htue chidren. He
was- thinking of- them when hu
heard a groat wailing.  Guided by
“the -sound, ke groped about and
found a litup <hild, scantlly
clothed, shivering_and. sobbing* b:
Itzelt_fn-tho storm

Wby, tsto one, havo they-Ielu
thee hero ail aione i face the cfus.
blast:?" o

The:child-answercd-nothing, bu.
looked_up piteously Into-tho face
of-the charcoal-burner.

“ Well, 1 cannot leave-theo be.
Thou wouldst be-dead-beforo -t
morning.”

8o saying, Hoesman ralsed
child in_his-arms, wrapped it iu
his cloak, and -warmed tho coid
-hands in h.a busom When he
arrived at-his hut,-tio” pat the chhia
down and tapped at the doos, whith
was mmmediacely threwn open, ang
the (biidren rushed-to meet-hin

“Here, wite, 1a 2 guest-for our

Cuaristmas Evo suppes, aaid he,
leading Jn-the littio one.
And welcome he-1s, sald the

wife, Nuw Jet him come 80y
warm-himself by the-fire *

The chitdren aul presecd-round L,
welcome and-gazo al the Litie new
comer.

Thoir fathe; bad-cut-them ode Jf
the pretuieal litue firs-in the fores
v, althuugh Lbe cuttago was =
smai, and puur, they had-abeau
fui Christmas trec, @huh the,
ahowed theirifitie gu-st b.ng +
balls of bright coloured paper,
gilded scorns and red berfice
which they bad gathered from

bought a new .palr of-skates, or dusted ; under the snow
tko old-ones ? and is-not the frozen-sur--y Then they sat down to supper
-face of eyery pond as gay-as a falr-? each child wnuxbudnx of 1ts x;or

And -then only to pass through the ) tion-for the guest, looking -with admtra
slrcetz 18 to sec tho preparations for-| lon at-his clear blue eyes and - !:oldcn
Are.not the shops like ple- |- bair, and, as they- gazed the chiid's face

Theén - “may be i
by a_greed-for_honours-and an- uawiil-
‘inguess-to honour somebody else. Itfs
o sourco_of -discomfort to some people,

12°disposition to ‘grab for-position, for
“an empty chalr, rather than lct another-
’:“? it More wood hero for tho sule’

ro

Come, good friends, we want this Christ-.
mas the biggest, jolllest-fire of yule logs
ever kindled ! ‘Ha ! ba)-how they fame
and crack and-langh and-toar: What
a wumlvx -we will give mnebod;

luru 1 Is there not plenty of good-fare {- grew moro radiant. a- halo of-light sur-
“for the person-or the miad. for the house | -rounded his head; his cyca beatied with a
.or the houschold?  Tabie luxurics and { now lustre, and before- theyr weary cfyes
- books, -dolls-and-dresses, embroldery-and |-ho scemed to grow larger and larger, and
cmblazonments, fors and {airles, gecse . then tho boeautdal  vision vn!l:ued
-and goodics, hams and hampers, fllus spreading vus bis Lands as in benedirtion
trations and- illuminations, and nobody-j-over-them ' el
knows-what beside, ail- proclaim 1 un-‘ Herman and his wife  fell on ler
mistakable terms the guod nens that (-kueed €XGRIDLDE 1h nV_» struck volces
-Christmas is-coming._ Desides, are ooty The-huly Chne bait™ and tht'x‘:‘ "?
“the-children nome-{rom-schoui and” 8o braced ther cdadren - L joy :ﬂd N:b
_grandchfldren coming? Agd are not, fulncss tha: they hal ente tained -the

‘xreylzeuh and black alike busy inlaying I heavenly-guest
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PLEASANT HOURS.

The next-morning, as-Herman passed-,
by the place ‘where ho had- found-the
fair child, he saw s cluster ol lovely
white flowers, with -dack- groen loaves,
looking 88 though the snow itself had
blossomed.  lorman-plucked some and
warried them home to his wifo and chil-
dren, who treasured the fair blossoms and”
tended thom carefully in remembrance
of-thay wondetful-Christmas-Igve, caling
them chrysanthemums; and every year
us the time camo round they-put astde n
portion of thelr fenst, and gavo IL to some
poor ehild, according-to the words of the
Christ> * Inasmich an ye have dono-ft
unto onc of the least of theso my
beethron, Y8 have dono It unto me ™

Buch Is the beautiful legend of the
origln  of the chrysanthemum, the
Christinas flower.
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Gradunily -old-customs were-adopted—as
hanging garlands and “wreaths, decoras-
Ing trees and giving presents, Tha
chureh fathers protested agzinat these
* heatlien rites,” and the protest was
rafued again and again--as in -Puritan
_England and by our Noew lingland fore-
_fathers=—but-in valn. For my part, I
think-we are happier apd better for keep-
“ing tho giad “haman side-of (he holiday.
-But If-we devote-it-merely_10-our_selflsh
pleasure, we degrado our-Christmas fes-
tival to -the old -heathen level. t us
-keep 1t holy with the sweet, unselfish
spirit of Christ, and make it jn deed
-nnd In truth a season of * peace on earth,
-geod will-to-men

“Maudgo's Lotter.
BY MRS, XVA-W MALONE,
Dear Santa, I know you aro blzzy;
An ’so-1"have 'cluded to-rite,
To tell'you jest' what I want, zackly,
Boso that'you will get it all-rite,

+

“Naw-Ned-nez that 8anta can’t_bozzer
With readin’ a letter from mo;

An_when thoy-go up in the chimbly,
01d.8anta won't-never-one sce.

“j-But boys don’t know much about Santa,

Or-trewly thvy-wouldn't-talk so,
“for when I-tel} you that'I-want things
1 got-om, an'-that's what I koow,

“In_coursc, I mus’ have n new dolly,
For this one-1s rooined, you seo;

“Sho went off to nussin® the-soljors,
Aun’-got her leg-shot in the nce.

_An', ﬂ.e'n, of_ you pleeze, while you're

s’ put in o cradlo an’ “bed,

iWIth swoet-1ittlo covers to fit-om,

An’-pillerafor dear dolly's head.

An’-a beuro-an’-dresser for Dolly;
For our thlng- I» all-jcs' go tall,

That dolly mos’ stretches ‘er nock off,
A-tryin’-to primp~for 2 call,

Pleasant Hours:
A 'MPEI} FOR -OUR- VQUNG' FOLK:
Rev, W, I, Withrow, DD, Editor,

TORONTO, DECEMBER 16, 1899,

‘An -announcement was mado-on page
196-of Pleasant-Hours, -for-Decomber 9,
with reference to schools-needing-hetp
trom the Sunday-school Ald Fund. This
-was:-insertcd by mistake. Al sich-ap-
pileations should be -sent to the Rov.”
A. € Crows, who, as Sccretary of the
Sunday-schoo) Board, makes all Sunday-
school grants,

THE BEGINNING 0!‘ CHRISTMAS.

-BY EDNA TURPLY,

-Hundieda of-years before *he birth-of-
Christ-men- kept-feast days in-honour of
tho birthdays of-dear and-rovercd ones.
It 1s-no wonder that .t came-into-the
hearts of Christ’s followers to set apait.a’

day to cclebmate_ their Lord's-coming |-

to-carth, But what-day shonld-it be ?
for-ail-oxuct knowledge of his birih dato
was-lost-very carly [l1storic probabiiity|
pointed to some day_in spring—the twe:
tieth or twenty-first of April, or the
twentloth-of May. The-oriental Chris- |-
tians wanted, for varlous roasons, to
celebrate a day in_January, but:-Rome
favoured “the twenty-fifth of December,
snd Rome -ruled the world, so-1t_is-the
weenty-fAifth of December wo celebrate,
though the day was not-formally fixed on
by- the church il the fifth century

Almost-all heathen people held-feasta
11 1ate December, -In honour of-thelr sun
fod.  Up_to this-timo-of-year-tho days
woro gotting. shorter, the nights longer,
the world moro and-moro dismal as sun
rays camo-weaker and fainter to It, but
all-at once the-sun seemed to stay-his
recession, ano  then, turning in his
course, brought 1ife nnd -light back to
the wintry earth  Surely, this- was-a
timo for feast and rejoleing. "Thus
-thought tho ancient peoples. 8o tho
‘Perslans- held a feast in December In
honour -of thelr sun.god, Mithras, the
Eeyptian, In honour of Horus, the Greeks
commemorated Herculea, the Romans
celobrated tho -anniversary of Sol “the
nvincible.  This, too,” was-tho season
when the Teutons held -thelr Yule feast,
-and_the.Kelts llghled thelr Bel nm 1t
-seemed tn the early O

-An'-then, ef_you'll bring mo a braisalet;
An'-ef you can.spare it. a ring;

-An’_oshuns-an’-oshuns-of candy,

Why-that's all 'll ask-you_to bring.

-For-matnmn-sez gomo littlo childern
Don't-never have good: times liko me,
-0 won‘t_you_pleeze hunt ‘em up; Santa,
An' muke ‘em as glad-ns can -bo'?

But ef you-don't have enuft munny,
Sech-milynna of-stochin's to M,
T know-that-my papa will help you,
Ef only-you'll-send ‘im_the bill.
Yore-little frend, Mage,

OHRISTMAS-AND 178 MEMORIES,
BY- THE-EDITOR,

*thouam. of Christmastide 2 -What- len—
_der recollections, joyous or pathetlc, {

awakes! How the lco of selﬂshncu
haws under-tho genfal influenco-of this
-scason. -lis naturc must be callous in-
-deed, who does not feel somo- -gencrous
lmpulucn, or-18-not-touched-to gentleness
and ruth-at-the anniversary which-com-
" momorates God’u ‘great glft-to_all man-
kind. The cckio- ot tho angels' song

-morg -clearly heard than-at-any otlier
time. Even- tho pooreat -realize- some-
thing of the brotherhood of -map, .and,
“letus hope something of-the P:uherhowl

of-God.
Qur gcnlal-hmrled Aunglo-Saxon-ances-
tors espoclally- designated- the scason as
“Merric Christmes,” and celobrated- its
Teturn-with bolsterous mirth and-jollity
- Fhoy~dragged the yule tog-to tho amplo
hearth, and heaped tho hospitable- board
and filled the flagen-high, and with-song
“and-dance and merry joat- wore the night
-away  Thelr rude feasting partook more
-of “the Roman -December Saturnalia,
-from which many. of our-Christmas-cus-
toms.aro-lineally descended, than of_tho
character of a Christian-festival,

Many of our Christmas usages have
their-roots away back In pagan-or-papal
-antiquity. The very-date-of Christmas

Celtic or Teuton-Yule-feast of the -winter
solstice,-a-commemoration_of their hea«
-then gods, The use of holy and-mistietoo.
-in Christmas_decoration is -a- relic -of
“Druldical-castom, -these. being eacred-to
-Balder, the-sun god, and-therefore ems
-ployed_as spclls against evil spirits. The
pleasant custom-of Christmas gifts

to ths Infant ( chmt. St. Nicholas, dear-

carly
an approjriate time for a festival in hon-
our “of ‘the rising of thelr Sun_ of
-Righteousness, especlally as.when-thelr
heathen -nelghbours were -busy feasting,
-they.were more secure from Intamwunnf

to-all chll 3. Santa -Claus, was a
woalthy-Greek, llvlns -In-Constantinople,
-who at Christmas time gave rich-presenta
“to-tho poor. "For-his plety and chbarity
be-was-canonized in the Greek Church

and became” tho-patron saint-of nussll,

“What heart docs.not beat faster at the

upon the plaina-of Bethlehem {s now

-was probably determined -by-the great|

3
_reminiscence of tho offerings of the Magt,

| -and. pnul-gn frleud of-children throughout

the-

Christmas ‘has ever been a favourite
themo with the poets.  But no singer
-has over presented such-a-noble-tributo
to the Incarnate Lord as-Miiton, in-his

“Hymn on-tho Nativity,”

“-Nor war -vor -battle sound
Was heard the world aronnd
The- |dlo umnr and- -meld wero high

up
Tho hooked chariot-stood
Unstained by hostile blood,
Th: trumpet-spako not to ths armed
throng;
And kings sat still with awtul eye,
As It thoy surely know thelr sovorelgn
rd was-nigh.

* The helmed cherublm,
And sworded seraphim,
Are scon in xlltlerlng -ranks with

wings displayed;

Harping in_loud-and solemn chalr,

“With unexnreulvo notes to hoaven's

new horn_helr,

Aud-all around the courtly_stablo

Bright hnrneucd angels sit in order |
sorviceablo.”

Many of the elmplo carols which from’

time immemorlal haye_ heon sung on
-Christmas Eve oro of remarkablo beauty,
and-often -havo n_quaint and Infantile
expression that_renders them singularly
attractive, Sqmo that for centurics have
- floated out-upon-tho midnight alr, ming-
“ling with the swect jangling of the
Christmas bolls, still linger in qulet-vil-
‘lages in-England, France and Germany.
The-following-wil)-gerve as-famiilar ex-
“amples in our own language. Ono- of
the most-comtaon, the air of- which I8
very sweet and simple, s this:

“God rest y¢, merry gentlomen !
-Let nothing you dismay,
_For_Jesus Christ, our Snvlour,
‘Was born upon thls day,
To save us all from Snmn'l'thrall,
When- we-were gono-astray.
Obh,tidings !-glad tidings !
}'or Jesus Christ, our Saviour,
Was born on- Christmas Day.

“In-Bethlekem-in Jewry,
This blessed Babe was born,
And-Jald within a manger,
Upon this-happy morn,
And-this disgulse, the mother wiso,
Did nothing-take in scorn—
-Oh, tidings ! glad {ldings ¢
I«‘or'.!clus Christ, our Suvlonr.
‘Was born on Christmas Day.”

-Stiil-moro anclert was this,-whoso ten-

: der pathos made it a unlversal favourite *

“ A8 -Joteph- \lvax a-walking, he heard-an
angel sl
‘This nlx,ht shall be born our heavenly

King
He neuhor shall-be born In-housen.nor
in.hall,

Nor in.the_place of Parmllue, but {n an
ox’s stall,

“*He nelther shall-bo clothed in_purpie
nor fnpall,

“But all In fair llncn, a8 wore bables all,

Hlo-nofther-shall-be rocked-in silver nor

-g0
-But in a-wooden cradle that-rocks wpon
-the mould,”

““Then Ye yeo glad, good people, this

‘night_of-all_the_year,

And Mght upall-your candles,-his-star.
it shineth near;

And all tn carth and-heaven our Christ-
mas-carol sing ¢

“Good “will and peaco-and glory. and
all the bells shall-ring.”

The-fullowing has &_quaint ballad re-

-ear, lke tho=ringing-of-the \,nrlnmaa
-chimes .

“I.saw three ships come galling in,
-On Christmas-Day, on Xmas Day,
1 saw- threo-| uhlps come salling.in,
-On Xmas Day in the morning.

* And what was in those shlps all three 7
On-Xmas Day, on-Xmas
Our. Saviour, Christ, and his Ladlo,
On-Xmes Day {n the morning.

~ And all the bells on carth shall ring,
On Xmas Day, on-Xmas Day;
And all the angels In"heaven shall slng,
On:-Xmas Day Inthe morning.

“*Then let us all rofolce amain,
mas Day -op-Xruas Day;
‘Then let us all rejolce amaln,
On-Xmas Day in the morning"

The ecclosiaatical origin of- many of
“these carols 18.scen In.tho Latin refrain
~which many of them possess  The_fol-
-lowing 18 still a-favourite; ~

“ When Christ-was born. of-Mary. freo,

In"Bethiehem; xn that-falr citlo,

frain -that lingers pleasantiy upon the

1s san| u:ern wllh mirth-and 5lee.
Apels fank- n-Excalsls Glorla"”

One of the oldeat-carols is that- hmlllar
-one entitled, “ Christus Natus:Est” It
ran-someihing in this masiner :

The cock-croweth—Christus Natus-Est.
{Christ 1s-born.) N

‘I'he raven-asked—Quando. (When7)

‘Tha_crow replied—tias-nocte. (This
night)

Tho ox cryeth—Ubl 7 Ubl? (Where?
“Where )

The shcep bleatoth—Bethlehem § Dethe
-lehem *

A volco from heaven- sounded—@Glorla
in_Excelsis Deo.

One of tho mcst beautiful and-musical
of all -is the followlng monkish rhyme,
whosa Latin refraln rings like the clash
of Christmna-chimes:

“ Chirlst-was born-on Christmas Day;
Wreatho the hohy, ! twlno the bay.
-Christus natus_hodi
Tho m\bc tho -Son, thc Holy-One-of

Hols bom to st us treo,
He {5 born our Lord-to be,
Ex Marla- Virgine,
The God the Lord, by all-adored_for-

'melux to this_holy-morn,
Very, very carly, Chirlst was born.”

“But the sweetest of ail-were Lho carols
-that-were sung by -the-clear, glad volces
-ot-children from door-to door-in"the vil-
-lago strects :

* Hero wo como a-wassatling,
“Among_tho-leaves so_green*
Here-we come a-wanderlng,
8o fair to bo seen.
Love-ond-joy-come to you,
And-to your wasssll, too,
And God keep you and send you
A--Happy New-Year-too.

“We aro not-dally-boggars,

‘That beg-from door to door;
-But-we aro-nelghbours' ~children,
Whom- you-have seen before.
God bless_the master of this-house,

" God-bless the mistress, tov,
And all-the littlo children
“That round your table go.”

As rudo and simplo a8 o nuracry rhyme,
*um old- song _has-stlil power to stir a
tender in our
hcnrls. There -§8-a light and -tripping
movement-in the following-that scts it~
-solf-to-muslc llke a Jark’s song :

*“ Carol, carol, Chrlgtlans,
_-Carol-joyfully,
Carotl for-the coming
Of Chrlsts Nativity:
And-pray a gladsomo Christmas,
“For. all good Christlan pen;
Carol,_carol,-Christians,
“For-Christmas comes again,

* Carol, carol, Christlans;

Jdke the Magl, now,

“You -must -Jade _your-caskets,
wmx & grateful-vow;

Ye-must havo sweel incenso,
Myrrh-and finest-gold,

At-our-Christmas altar,
Humbly to unfold.”

Through the ages this ministry of song
“has not been unavalling. In an-era-of
violenco and rapine and blood, rude
-hearts wero touched -to tenderness, and-
“the exerclso of gentlo charitics was cultl-

vated by {ts: hallowed- Inflience.  Nor
is- tho-returning-scason without-its les-
sons of practical-bencficence to us. Ity
first cvangel-was-that-of peace on-carth
and good will to-men. Lot souls.cs-
-tranged be once more Knit togetber.” Iat
us:mantfest_our good will by good deeds.
:Let us commemorate God's great gift 1o
us by remembranco of his suffering poor

As wo sit at our Christmas board, let us
not forget thoso whose table- is bare,
-whose hearth_Is-cold,_and-whose Nomes
are desolate. In- ministering to ‘thelr
necessities-we shill oxpericnce 3 nob\tzr
_joy and share a richer feast than earth's
most sumptucus banquet can_afford,

‘Wiiat Distressed-Her.
1 love a-young:lass of:summers

five,
‘Whose -bounis - has kept. many -
alive,

The Ilast puvatu collection- that graced
her play-pen,

Vns-a sheep- and a-goose and an-old
clucking hen.

‘ She's-just in {,rom her pets-with eyelids

quite Ted,
Exvlaxmnx, “ mamma ¥ ‘the-old- goose
s den

As she soby, % The shéep stepped on-it
“with- {ts"head.”




PLEASANT HOTRS.

A Ohristmas Oarol.
BY ANNIE TRUMBULL 8LOSSHN.

Whoen are you going, my i Je chilidren,
Bott-cyed Zillah and brown-tared geth,

1Little David with cheek sn ruddy,
Dark-haired, slender Elzabeth ?

What are the busdons you carry with you,
Toiged on the head and swung In the
hand 7
wWhat s tho song from your red lps ring
Ing,
What . your errand, you little band ?

Sirs, as you kpow we are flelrew chil-
dren,
I am Zillah and this Is Seth,
Ifere 18 David, our Jittle brother,
And this our sister, Elizaleth,

Our (x:]user's sheep are on yonder hill-
B‘ e,
He cares for us and he wvatches them,
\We left our home in tho carly murning,
And go our way into Dethilohem.

Surely you know that the blessed baby,
Greeted by angels with sungs of joy,

1s 1ying thero with his gentlo mother,
And wo aro going to sco the boy.

“ Here in our baskots aro gifts wo bring
him,
All to lay at his littic feot;
Ambor honoy our hees have gathered,
Milk from our goats 50 whito and sweot,

* Cukes of our flgs, and grapea that ara

purple,
Olives plucked from our own old trees,
Savoury herbs, and fragrant splces,
All we Lring him on hended knces.

** Seo, this is wool so soft and so fleeey,
Purple dyes that a king might wear;
Sking of the goat, and the ram, and the

hadgor,
Al for tho baby that's sleeping thero.

* Hero arc shells from the Red Sea
brought us,
Here oro feathers all bright and gay; .
‘I'ell us, good sirs, had cver a haby
Fairer gifts than we bring to-day ?

** Seth glves his dove, though he loves ft
dearly;
David these shells for the holy boy:
Elizabeth wove him this pretty basket,
But I havo orly this little toy,—

* Two sticks of olive wood, carved by my
father,
Ono standing up and one crossing ft—

80;
Ve have lMttlo to uffer, we poor little
children,
But wo glve all we can, and we sing as
we go.”

Singing they went with their simple
{reasures,
choti l!l'nng their volces o'er valley and
nili;
* Glory, oh, glory, to God in the highest,
Pcace on ecarth, and to men good-will.”

Still they went singing, these Hebrow
children,
Soft-oyed Zillah and brown-faced Seth,
Little David with cheek so ruddy,
Dark-haired, slender Eiizabeth.

PURSES.
BY REV. T, B, JIOLLING, B.A,

* Hg that carneth wages, earncth wages
to gut it into a bag with holes."—Haggal
1. G,

* Make for yoursclves purses which
wax not old.”’—Luke 12. 33.

Eveory boy and girl knows what a purse
is used for—to contain money and other
vialuables. You have noticed that purses
are generally made of leather. We get
the word from tho Greek, “byraa,” a skin,
which indicates that ancient purses wero
made of material that would hold the
coing sccurely. We never think of buy-
ing a purse unless we expect to put some-
thing in it, and wo are alwayas foolish
whenaver we buy a purse of poor ma-
terial.  T.eather wears well, and {s con-
veniont for the purpose.

Hagga! told the Jews who had returned
from the captivity that bocause they had
forgotten GQod and were neglecting his
house, to take care of thelr own, that
God had withdrawn success from them,
and instead of good crops, everything
was dried up. “ Ye have sown much,
and brieg fn little; yo cat, but ye havo
not enough; ye drink, but ye ave not
filled with drink;y - clothe you, but there
ig none warm; and he that earnoth wages,
earneth wages to put it into a hag with
boles.” Nothing satisfled them——every-
thiog went as fast as it came—ttere was
a hole in the hag. .

Jesus told the Jows that if ther wanted

make purses that would not wax old,
purses that woulil not wear ont eaxily
I want to tell the uva and girls to-lay
about soma k.adg  of  purses to piake,
You Hke 1o mwake things for your »lvex,
dont yon?

1. Make a tota]l abstinence purrc. 1
remember very well how 1 came to find
aut what money 18, \When 8 sery ruah
boy I waa ono day passing a publlc-hiounn
in Eogland. I picked up out of the mud l
somo little shining round things, such na
I had not sren before. 1 toddled homa
to show them to mother, whno told mo
I had found some monev Somebody
who had heen to that puldic-house, or
what wo call In Canada an hotel, hnd
not a total abstincnce purse. Yo had
his hard.carned money In & bag with

holes. 8omeo of it rolied into the land
lord's tlll. Bome ut it roiled into the

highway. l

In very many cascs, men who da not
carry this purse inose all they have of
monuvy, comfort, character, and hope of )
heaven. Somo peoplo wiil ndvise you w
carry n moderation purse.  Hava o lit-
tle hole 1» the bag that you can op~n and
closs Jo hen »ou like. Tho danger |
of this Kind of a purse is that the hule
keaps getting bigger until it cannot be
mendcd. The poor, hopeless drunka:ds
who bavo lost purse and overything used
to carry the moderato drinker's purse
with a little hole In it.

Doesn't it scem foolish for Canada to
have » aole in her pocket-bhook, out of
which many thousands of dollars are be-
ing loat, and yot sho passes laws to keep
the holo right thero. Why do you think
sho does this 7 DBocause a fow fut brew-
ers and liquor sellers drop an occasional
coin into the bag. Ask your father if
ho tas anything to do with atlowing this.
I em suro your mother hasn't.,  Thoy
won't allow her to say at the polls what
she thinks about it

Dear young frionds, whatever tho big
people may do, be sure you ‘carry tho
purse of total abstinencs. You witl be
wealthier 1n pocket, in influence, in char-
acter, in helpfulness, and in all that ia
good.

2. Make n purge for your thoughts. In
Isainh 30. 8, yoa read, * Now go, and note
it In a book.” We call a purse for the
thoughts, a journal. This word comes
from the Latin diurnalis—a dlurnalin—
& day-book or diary, 1If you are in
doubts as to whether you ought to do
this, let me remind you that many, it
not all. great men in literature, gclonco,
art, morals, keep a journal,

Charles Dickens, when 2 lad, recorded

in a Journal fresh places seen and pcr-l

song met—and £ ynu have read any of

ful he must hav® found the purse, in
which he kept his thoughts as n lad.

The journal of John Wesley s an In-
stance of how much good a man can do,
not only to himself, but to others, by
keeping a journal. In the samo con-
nection, let me say, keep a scrap-book.
It I8 a purse worth having.

A schoolboy oncoe asked his father to
buy him an encyclopaedia.

“ Make ono of your own,” was the re-

his books, you will understand how uyse- l

y.

“What do you mean, papa ?”

‘1 have dono {t, and you can,” sald
the father.

** Let me sco it,” asked the boy.

Tho father showed him his scrap-
books, and illustrated what he meaut by
a refercnce to several toples.

Some of the brightest thoughts of the
greatest men flict appear in newspapers
and magazines. A well-kept, proyerly
indoxed gcrap-bcok 18 a good purs: n
which these may bhe kept for futurc re-
ference.

The journal and the scrap-book are the
friends of the memory, and often form a
good stock-in-trado for future usefulness.

Young people's memories are not af-
ways as retentive as thoy ought to be,
and therefore, in addition to these helps
1 kava spoken of, you must cultivate
your memory. Memory is the purse of
the mind. A iittle girl thought 1t was
the opposite. “What is memory 7
asked her teacher. ¢ Pleaso, sir, it Is
the thing we forget with.”

Many of the shortcomings, both at
home and school, much of the sorrow
and difficulty of young lives, arises from
thoso two words, “1 forgot.”” A mem-
ory with holes {n it may be repaired and
strengthened Ly excrciso, giva complele
attention to what you rexd or hear.
Day drcamiog is the enemy of a gsod
memory.  Try o write do- n as much
a% you can think of after reading or
jixtening.

Get guod poetry off by heart. Theso,
together with keeping your iuearts and
minds pure, wiil help you to make a
mind-purse free from holcs.

Since wniting about memory, I hase
turned to my scrap-book to mee If it will

help me, and there 1 hava found the fol-

to have treasurcs safely kept they must i lowing, by quaint Tom Fuller. i

~ Kpundly tnfix tn thy mind what thog
desipest (o rememisr What wonder s
ft 1f agltatten of tusiness tear that vt
of my hrad which was rather tacked
than fastoned,

“ Ovirburden not thy menery to maka
g falthful servant a slave  Memory I«
like a purse, 1¢ §2 be overfull that it ran-
pul shut, all wiii drup out of it.  Take
heed of a glutlonoug curlosity to f{eed
on many things leat the greediness of the
appetite of thy memory apoll the diges
tion thereof,

“ Bpoll not thy memaory by thine own
jealousy, nor make it bad by suspecting
it How canst thoru find that true
which thou wilt not trust.

* Marshall thy notions into & hand
somo mcilod, Ono will carry twico
more weight trussed and packed up into
bandies, than .when It les untoward,
fiapping, hauging abovt hiis shoalder,

** Allventura rot all thy learning In one
puttem, but divide §t betwern thy mem
ury and thy note-bouks. 1lle who carries
~}l his learning about him in his head
will utterly be beggared and bLankrapt, if
n  violent disecase, & merciless thief,
should rob him and atelp him.*”

3. 1 haso yect to mention tho moat im
purtant purse of all ~a purso which tho
Saviour gays will not wax old,

Liston what ho gays :

“ Soll that ye have, and give alms, pro-
vide ycuraelves bags which wax not old,
a treasure in the heavens that falleth
not, whero no thlef approacheth, nelther
moth corrupteth, for whero your treasure
is, there will your heart be also.”

Tho best purse of all Is », treasure In
heaven, and our treasures In heaven will
largely depend on what we have deons for
others on earth. 'To the rich young
ruler Jeaus eéald, ‘‘Scil all that thou
hast, and glve to tho poor. and thou ahailt
have treasure fn hecaven.”

The anmo thought fs in this t«xt.
“Boll that ya have and give alms -
provide yourselves bags which wax not
old—a trensuro in the heavens”  What
Christ meant was that by helping others
they would be making over-new purses.
What they gave on carth thoy would get
in heaven,

‘This applles to everything wo have.
applies to our money.

Every year George Moore wrote these
words In his pocket-book :

* What I spent I had;
What I saved [ lost;
What I gave I have.”

A university stwilent was walking one
day with his kindly professor, when they
taw by a gate & coat and a pair of old
shoes, which belonged to a poor man
working in tha fleld. -

“Let us hi*- his shoes,” sald the stua-
dent, “and wateh to gee hls perplexity
whon he cannot find them.”

“My dear fricnd,” said the professor,
'* we must never amuse ourscives at the
cxpense of the poor.  But you are rich,
and may givo yourself a much greater
pleasure.  Put o crown plece, it you
have them, {n cach shoe, and then we
will hide ourselves.”

He did so, and then thoy watched be-
hind the bush., Prescently out came the
poor man, He put on his coat, then
threw off one fleld boot and thrust his
foot Into & shoe, when something hard
hurt his toe. He turned up the shoe
and shook out the crown plece. He
plcked it up, looked ur it again and
again, then ho looked about on all sfdes
to gce who had done it, but could see no
one, while all tho time four carnest cyos
were staring at bim from behind the
bush,

When tho sccond shoo produced an
other crown picce, his ustonishment was
very great, and hig feelings quite over-
came him. * Who can hava done this?*
.#0, because he couldd sce no one, he knelt
down in the graes and thanked God. tell
ing bhim about his slck wife and needy
cbildren, and how poor he was,

A great, great joy came into the stu
dent’s heart, and tears ran down his face,
while the professor said to him, * Now,
are you not better pleascd than if you
had played your {ntended trick 7*

*You have taught me a legson I shall
never forget. I fcel now tha truto of
the words which I never before under
stood, It I8 more blesicd to give than
to recelve.”’

Did not the student make for himself
a purso that day ? Are you making a
purso that will not wax old of—

* Little deeds of k’ndness,
Little words of love.”

A purse of gold is perishable, and the
best purse we can procure will one day
et out afl we ever awned, but doing good
to others will bring a reward that wiil
romain forever. Time cannot wear 8
hole Into .his purse, and God counts and
treasures up for us In heaven everything
we have tacr.ficed fur others’ welfare.,

Boys aiid girls, make such a pursc as
will not wax old.

It

gend measure, presae-t down and shakey
fogethier. Al YUNRINE el whadl ruen
put fnfo your boars.  For wirt the s o1
mreasaea that ye e 16 wWithal 11 abat? fe
meanired tn Yoy actn

Manttou, Man

Nelghbours of the Christ Night.

BY NORA AN MINALY PNATIL

Deep fn the ahelter oof the sase,
Tho ass with droaping head
Rtoad weary In tae »hatew, witire
1its master's hand had led
About the manger oxet 1ay,
Bending a wilid-eyel gazs
Upon the Littlo new hatn Rabe,
Halt worship, half amaze
High in the roof the doyvea were set,
And ecaocd there, 50ft and mtbl,
Yet not so sweet as, In the hay,
Thn Mother to her Child
Tha gentle cows broathed fragrant hrexth
To keep Babe Jeaus warm.
Whilo loud and ¢lear. n'er hitl and dale
Tho cocks crawed, * Chtiat §s born **
Out in the flelds, heneath the miare,
The young lrimnbs sleeping Iny.
And dreamed that {n the manger slegpt
Another, white as they

Theso were thy unclghbours, Christmix
chilld;
To thes thelr Jove was glven,
For in thy baby face thero shonn
Tho wonder-ight of heaven,
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PLEASANT HOURS.

Babe Jesus.
BY GEOROR MACLONALD,

fiahin Jesns lay Inn Mary's lap:
L e 8up shone an his hair;

Andg this #aa how ghe saw, mayhap,
Tlheo crown already there

1 ur sbn sang Slecj oo, my little king.
Bad Herod dares not come,

Detore tho sleeping, holy thing
The wild winds would be dumb

I kirs thy hands, 1 kiss thy feet,
M3 child 80 long Aesired
I'ly hands shall nesver be solfled, my
Bweot,
Thy feor shall nover be tired.

{*or thou art the king of men, my son,
Thy crown 1 gee §t plain;

At} men shall worship thee, every one,
And cry, dlory ! Amen.

thithe Jeaus opened his ¢yes 80 wido !
And Mary looked o her Lord,

Ang Mary stinted Ler song and nighed,
Babe Joxus reld never a word.
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LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
8TULIES IN TIE OLD TE¥TAMKNT.

———

LIESSON XI1IL.—-DECBMBBER 24.

CHRIST'S COMING FORETOLD.

4. 2-7. Metnery verses, 6, 7.
GOLDBN TEXT.

Unto you 8 born this day in the clty
of David a Saviour, which §s8 Chorist the
lord,—Luke 2, 11.

OUTLINE.

1. The Light of the World, v. 2-5.
2, The Son of God, V. 6.
3. The Kingdom of Peace, v. 7.
Tupe.—-Probably betwoeen B,C, 760 and
700,
Place.— Jerusalem,

LESSON HBLPS,

The prophecy of lsaiah {8 sometimes
called & 0fth gospel, because of its re-
murkable predictions concerning the com-
g of the Messiah. The four gospels
aro the best exposition of some of hig
prophecies,  His style s forcoful and
poctic and rlses Into great sublimity.
the book is twofold In {ts matter, (1)
prophetical and (2) historical,

2, ' The people that walked In dark-
uess "~—Darkness 1s a figurative word for
aflliction, as we now say, “ My sorrow
was dark and heavy.” The Innd suffered
much under the first Assyrian invasion,
espegially the couatry afovund the Sea ol
Galllees (verse 1), und it was this part of
the land whadh epluyed the first preach-
ing of Churist, and where he wrought
many of his mighty miradles. Have
peoh a great light * —Pruphetic of Christ,
who testified ot himself, ** I am the Light
of the world.” The latter halt of the
verse repeats the thought of the tirst hait
in different words; a case of what s
called parallelism, which is frequent in
tlobrew poetry.

3. “Not 1increased tho joy"—Some
manyscripts omit the word “ nct,” and
wake the thought just the opposite.
With tho prescace of the * great light ™
comes added Dopulation. “Joy in har-
vest “—~There i3 toll to gatn a harvest,
there I8 ufcerwainty from  drought
whether the harvest will follow the toil.
 When they divide the spoil "—Aftter the
strugglc of battle which ends in victory.

4 " The yoke of his burden "—Whirh
ke bore, as the patient amimal bears the
yoke.  “The rod of his oppressor” A
rud 15 the sy mhol of authority and also
an Instrugient tv punish. “A8 in the
day uf Midian = Judges 7. 22.

5. " This shali be with burning” - An-
cicnt pativns were wont when victorivus
to gather the armour of the slain and
of the caplives aud offer It in flames to
the god who Wus thought to be the gaver
of victory. Bu: this passage Is alse a
prophecy of peace, weapons of war shall
bo destroyed.

6. A remarkablo prophecy glven cca
turies before Christ came among men
= A ¢hild 13 born "—Christ was the Babe
of Bethlehem. " Unto us & Son is given™
~The Son of God, the Son of man.
* Behold my beloved Son, In whom I am
well pleased.” * Tho governmeat shall
bs upon his shoulder "—The shoulder
bearg the burden. It may moean that
which shuws authority, the sceptre which
wos carried on tho shoulder; the sword
which bung suspended from it.  Each of
the titles {n this verso deserves study,
oxpressive of n marvellous nature, of wis-
dom, of power, of cternal duration, and
of prosperity, becauso < Prince of Peaco.”
Tho verso points to Jesus the Messiah,

7. * Of the Increaso of his governwment”

Lo,

PN

Aty ca P -~

» ‘*“ Wiy ../
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—Christ's kingdom s (1) spiritual, (2)
growling, (3) enduring, and (4) Just,
Jesus s the Son of David, and the suc-
cessor to a throne greater than that of
the warrior poet. May wo be his willlng

subjects
HOME READINGS,

M. Christ's coming foretold.—Isa. 9. 1 7.

Tu. Princo of Peaco.—Isa. 11. 1-10.

Ww. él‘ho é,ord our righteousness.—Jer.

3. 1-6.

Th. Good tidings.—~TIsa. 40, 1-11.

Y, A blessed reign.—Psalm 72, 1-17.

S. A prophet.—Acts 3. 18-26,

Su. Testifled beforehand.—1 Peter 1. 1-12,
QUESTIONS FOR HOMB STUDY.

1. The Light of the World, v. 2-5.

What people saw a great light ?

Upon whom had the light shined ?

Whe is the Lighkt of the world ? John
8. 12,

How far has thia light shined ? John
1.9
Ot what increass without gain are we
told ?

What was the measure of joy ?

What was the occasion of joy ?

What features usually mark a battle ?

How would this battle be won ?

What s John's description of the
leader ? Rev. 19. 11-16.

2. The Son of God, v. 6.

Who first told of the birth of this Son ?
Luke 2. 10, 11,

In what city was he burr ?  Luke 2. 4.

\What does the prophet say of this Son
as ruler ?

By what names should he bo known ?

3. The Kingdom of Peace, v. 7.

Whose rule would this continue ?

In what spirit would tho kingdom be
ruled ?

Who would bring about this result ?
PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That Jesus i8 the Light of the vorld?

2. That Jesus is the Son of God ?
3. That Jesus s the Prince ot Peace ?

Since the Prince of Peace is God's dear
gift to us, what shall we give to him ¢
This crown in the picture is to remind
us that Jesus is our Prince. At the

happy Christmas time does any one go
about to beat you and make you give
presents to people ? Oh, no. Gifts are
for love's sake. We give because we
lovo to do it. When you go home please
go by yourself a few minutes and think
out what you really mean to give Jesus.

CHRISTMAS BELLS.
BY ANNA PIERVONT SIVITER.

Long, long ago in Bethlchem,
The children waked at morn,
And little dreamed that in the night
The dear Christ-child was born.

They did not know an angel cholr
Above thelr heads had sung;

They did not hear the words of joy,
That through the skies had rung.

l

But all the ltttle childten
Who hcar the church bells ring
Yo-pight o'er all the land, shall know
The mcssage that they bring.

And as the angels sang it,
Sc the children sing again;
Great gl be to God on high,
On caith good-will to men,
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