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 INTROQUCLION.

_tfter the lapse of moze than half a cenlu:y sine
the death of the famous Indian Chief and Warrior,
Captain Joseph Brant, it is thoaght that a brief
history of his life,~haracter and exploits, in & cheap
and popular form, would be acceptable o ‘he
British public, partictlarly that of the Dominion of

- Canada.

The following merroir has been carefully com-
piled from the most reliable sources, and may be
considered entirely authentic.

Much has been written aboat the distingwished
Chief of the Mohawks, whe, pechaps, in all the
phases of his character, was the most celebrated of
all the Aborigines who have distinguished them-
selves in the eyes of Europeans on this eontineni
since the work of civilization began. Bu! in general
his history has been so mixed up with iha! of con-
temporaneous events, that without access to exten-
sive libraries of books, and an intelligent and
careful study and comparison of impartial authori-
ties, a true index to the character and acts of Capt.
Joseph Brant was impossible. In this brief nemoir,
the proper mean between the two extremes, of too
much praise or too much blame, has been at'empted,
and, it is believed, measurably attained.

Brantrorp, Ontario, July, 1872.

™

A~

PN s St PRSP APRts. §
5 B L R T S Al q‘.-q’, EECSR S BPRr ~i ar

F A e TR

T

LS B AL

b gtmarzze ey



o e

I

W

)

R

R

T

alt




N~

MEMOIR
e or
CAPT. JOSEPH BRANT.

—————— e

CHAPTER 1.

“ THAYENDANEGEA,’’ or JOSEPH BRANT,
as he was called in English, according
to tradition, was born on the banks of the
“Belle,” or beautiful river, according to
the French, or ¢ Oh-he-oh,” according to
the Indian yocabulary, about the year
1742. ' : )
He was the youngest son of a distin-
guished Mohawk Chief, mentioned in
various records and traditions, under the
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’

English or German name of ¢ Nickus ~

Brant,” between whom and Sir William

Johnson it is said a close intimacy sub-
sisted. Three sons of ‘ Nickus Brant”
accompanied the expedition against
Crown Point in 1755, which was com-
manded by Gen. Wm. Johnson. Joseph
was the younger of the three, and could
not have been over 13 or 14 years of age
at that time.

This expedition was successful, and pro-
cured for Sir Wm. Johnson his title of

" Baronet, and a gratuity- of five thousand

pounds from the King. Gen. Johnson
observing the promising qualities- of-the
boy, procured for him a place in Moore’s

- Charity School, opened by the Rev. Dr. -

Wheelock, of Lebanon, Conn.

The following letter of Sir William
Johnson'’s, sufficiently illustrates his
views in regard to the education of the
Indians at this time:




CAPI. JOS. BRANT. 9

Fort Jomnson, )
Nov. 17th, 1761.f

v. SIR :
Yours of the second instant I had

r. Kirklan¢ I am pleased to’ find the
ds I sent have merited your good
inion of them. I have given it in
arge to Joseph (Brant) to speak in my

ncourage them to accept the generous
ffers now made them, which he promises
o do, and return as soon as possible. I
ill, on return of the Indians from hunt-

itied. My absence these four months
has prevented my design of encouraging
some more lpds going to you, and sirce
my return, which is but lately, I have not

e pleasure of receiving by the hands of

ame to any good boys he may see, and

had an opportunity of seeing old or young,
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70 MEMOIR OF

being all on their hunt. When they come

back I shall talk and advise their parents
.to embrace this favorable opportunity of
having their children instructed, and
~doubt not of their readiness to lay hold
‘of so kind and charitable an affair.

Mr. Kirkland’s intention of learning
the Mohawk' language I most approve of, -
as-after acquiring it, he could be of vast
service to them as a clergyman, which
they much want and are desirous of
having.

The present laudable design of instruct-
ing a number of Indian boys will, T doubt
not, when more known, lead several
gentlemen to contribute towards it, and
enable you thereby to increase the number
of schollars, with whom - I shall not be
backward to contribute my mite. .

I wish you all success in this under-
taking, and am with truth and smcenty,

Rev. Sir,
Your most humble servaﬁt,
‘W, JoHNSON.




CAPY. JOS BRAND. 11

The Moore’s Charity School was es-
tablished with the ph.lla.nthroplc ?ngn
of educating Indian boys, and was con-
ticued for a length of time, but with in-
different success, so far a.s the original
object was concerned. :

It was originated and principally sup-
ported by the patronage of English phil-

anthropists, where ¢ Joseph” remained a

sufficient time to acquire some knowledge
of the English language, and of reading
and writing.

The confinement proved irksome to him,
however, and he soon returned to his
native home and pursuits. On his return
from schoel, Joseph was employed by Sir
William Johnson in public business, par-
ticularly. that relating to the Indians. He
was also employed by the Rev. Charles
Jeffrey Smith, a missionary to the Indi-
ans, as an mterpreter and ‘agsistant, in
whioh”® he exhibited both” 2637 dnd effi-
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‘wiency. The Pontiac War breaking out

_about this time, he left his studies and
joined the forces as an officer, and was
active in the war, * in which he behaved
so much like the Christian and soldier, _
~that he gained great esteem.”
- 175
e L Fre
: -~ ) mar
Littl
for 1
, Sir ~
>EB¥Ee<- with
Six !
! to a
4 ‘. the -
xf " ’ 23 warr
e expe
S ) their
** o ns ain from




CAPT.JOS.BRANT. 13

CHAPTER II. -

1759, which was then in possession of the
French, was organized under the com-
mand of Gen. Prideaux, consisting of a
little over two thousand men, left Oswego
for Niagara, 1st September, of that year.
Sir William Johnson joined the expedition
with about six hundred warriors of the
Six Nations. - This number was increased
to about one thousand before reaching
the vicinity of the Fort. The youthful
warrior accompanied Sir William in this
expedition. The French had drawn all
their available forces of every description

of Niagara.

-

The expedition against Niagara in

from their western posts for the defence
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A large detachment arrived in the
vicinity during the siege, consisting of
both French and Indians. These Indians
were friends and allies of the Six Nations.
A parley between the Indians was held.
The Western Indians declaring they did
not come to fight their brethren of the
Six Nations, but the English.

The result was they detached themsel-
ves and joined their brethren. In the
early part of the siege Gen. Prideaux was
killed by the accidental discharge of a
‘“ cohorn,” and the command devolved
upon Sir William Johnson. Upon the
withdrawal of the Western Indians, the
French were attacked, and all either
killed, taken prisoners, or put to flight.

Upon learning the fate of this rein-

forcement, the French commandant sur-

rendered the Fort, himself, and all his
forces prisoners of war. On the death of
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CEPT. JOS. BRANT. 15

Lady Johnson, Sir William took to his
home ¢ Miss Molly’ as she was called,
the Caughter of his distinguished friend
« Nickus Brant,” sister of Joseph Brant,
-~as his wife, which proved to be a judicious
choice and a happy union. This circum-
stance contributed greatly to the advance-
ment of her young brother, who resided
with the family of Sir William, and he
was appointed to office by him in the
Indian Department.

The first mutterings of discontent of

the American Colonists against the parent
government of Great Britain, found our
young hero just merging info manhood.

He was allied to the leader and repre-
sentative of the Crown in the Mohawk
Valley, and henceforward acted with him
up to the time of Sir William’s death,
which occurred suddenly in June, 1774.
Col. Guy Johnson, the nephew of Sir
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16 MEJMOIR OF

William, and also_sen-in-law, by virtue of
marrying his da,ughtﬁ;, succeeded to his
office as Superintendent of the Six
Nations of Indians, and appointed Joseph

Brant his secretary. Joseph Brant was

married quite young, probably about
1767. His first wife was the daughter
of a Chief of the Oneidas. By her he had
two children, a son;and a daughter. ©On
the death of this wife, which occurred
about 1771 or 2, he rgsumed his studies
under Rev. Dr. Stewart at Fort Hunter,
who was then engaged in a revision

of the translation of the Prayer

Book and portions of the Scriptures
into the Mohawk language, in which
Joseph was of great assistance to him.
It is stated that during this sojcurn with
the Rev. Dr. Stewart, Brant applied to
the Dr. to marry him to the sister of his
deceased wife ; but the service was de-
clined on account of the ‘forbidden re-
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CAPT. JOS. BRANT. - 17
.

lationship.” But the ceremony was su S
sequently performed by a less scrygpulous
German Ecclesiastic. It was about this
period that Brant became the subject of
serious religious impressions, attaching
himself to the English Church, of which
he continued a mef\l})er' until his death:
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CHAPTER III

The discontent of the Colonists which
had hitherto been confined'to Boston and
the New England Colonies, now began to
manifest itself in the Mohawk Valley.
- The Johnsons and other loyalists in the
Valley, were active in counteracting the
revolutionary spirit, which led to great
excitement and nearly culminated in open
hostilities between the opposing parties.
Of course the Mohawks sympathized with
their friends the English, and Joseph
Brant, almost by force of circumstances,
became the military leader of the loyal
Indians, who constituted a majority of tHe
military forge with which the loyalists

took the field. The vigorous measures of
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the Coloni'sjzb 5001 (,ompelled Col J ohn-
son to legve the Mohawk Valley for Cana-
da. He’arived in Montreal July 14th,
- L1753, accompanied by Joseph “Rrant Wlth
two hundred;and twenty Indians, by way
of*{LqLe Ontario, expecting soon to orga-
nize a fm_'ce -sufficient to return and take
possessionsof the homés and property he
and his retainers had left behind. But;

failing in - thesc endeavors, and finding"

his official standing. and powers were
interfered with to some extent, by
the appointment of -Major Campbell as
Indian Agent for Canada, Col. Fohnson
decided to go to England.to get the
question of his powers: ~and Junsdlctmn'
settled.

He procéeded to Quebec amd sailed
for England, JNovember Ilth, -taking
Joseph Brant and &% Mohawk War Chief
- named Oteroughyanente with him. /Brant :
was much noticed and courted in London :

-~




CAPT. JOS. BRANT. 21

and made a speech before Lord George
Germain, setting forth the grievances of
the Six Nations in general, and of the
Mohawks, his own nation, in particular.
To which Lord Germain made a brief
reply. This speech, which is the first of
Brant’s we have on record, seems to have
been delivered in London, March, 1776.

The sojourn of Col. Johnson, with his *

Indiandeputies,in England appears tohave
been short, as they arrived in New York
on their return, July 29th, of the following
year. '

Soon after their return to New York,

Joseph Brant was dispatched by Col.

Johnson to the Six Nations with a mes-
sage, and returned with their answer,
saying ‘‘ they were all ready to engage in
the service, except the Oneidas, and-
ready to join Gen. Howe’s army, and to
act as one man.” Lob
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- head of three hundred warriors at Oswego,
1777, to join the expedition of Gen. St. -
Leger against Fort Stanwix. The Indians
under Brant met with a severe 1oss in an
engagement, and.on their way home, com-
mitted some deépredations upon the
Oneidas, whom they considcred rebels for
their refusal to Jom the expedition. In
retaliation, the Oneldas plundered Brant’s

her family at the Upper Mohawk-. Town
together with others of the Mohawks who
accompanied Brant in this expedition. -

Nations, and Iaid her gnevanoes before
that bo«fy The information given -to Gen,-
i+, St. Legerof the approach.of the reinforce-
L ments of the rebelsunder Gen. Herkimer,

_ The next we bear of ‘Brant is-at the"

sister, “Molly Brant”, who resided- with .

N

. “Molly Brant’’ and her family ﬂed_to f;‘hé_j
Onondagas, the council-place of the .Six

‘was throtigh the instrumentality of ‘““Molly
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Brant,” and led to the surprise and al-
most defeat of the entire party under Gen.
Herkimer. Capt. Brant with a strong
force of Indians, with true Indian
sagacity, formed an ambuscade in a posi-
tion admirably fitted for the purpose. The
whole rebel army, with the exception of
the rear guard, fell into the trap, and
would have been destroyed had not a
severe storm of thunder, lightning and
rain,.put a stop to the work of death.
Col. Claus in a letter to Secretary Cox,
dated, November 6th, 1777, compliments
Joseph Brant for his distinguished servi-
ces, and that of hie party-on this occasion.
In November, 1777, Cols. Bolten and
Butler wrote to Sir William Howe from
Niagara, that Joseph Brant was there,
and with themselves, Wgzting his orders,

wishing to know when and where they
can be of use, saying they only wish to
know the time and place, as they were
confident of being well supported,
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Early in 1778 Col. Guy Johnson,
writing to Lord Germain from New York,
suggests the plan of employing the
Indians in a ¢ Petit Guerre’” in their
own way. The first expedition under
this new mode of warfare was organized
at Niagara under Col. John Butler, con-
sisting of Loyalists and Indians, and was
directed against Wyoming. In after
years a poem entitled ¢ Gertrude of
Wyoming,” written by Campbell, the
Poet, made Brant the leader in this ex-
pedition, and heaped great obloquy upon
his good name and character, for his
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_ more than savage barbarity on that occa-

sion; whereas, he was not present, This
was abundantly and satisfactorily proved
by his son John Brant, while on a visit to
the Poet, who promised to retract the
statement, which he did in the next
edition of his work, soon after published.*

7

* I took the character of Brant in the Poem of ‘‘ Gertrude
of Wyoming,” from the commmon histories of England; all of
which represented him as a bloody and bad man even among
savages, and chief agent in the horrible desolation of
‘Wyoming.

Some years after this poem appearcd, the son of Brant, a
most interesting and intelligent youth, came over to England,
and I formed an acquaintance with him, on which I still look
back with pleasure. He appealed to my sense of honor and
justice, on his own part and that of his sister, to retract the
unfair aspersions, which, unconscious of their unfsirness, I

.. had cast on his father's memory. He then referred me to

documents which completely satisfied me that the common
accounts of Brant's cruelties at Wyoming, which I found in
books of travels, and in Adolpus’s and similar histories of
England, were gross errors, and that in point of fact, Brant
was not even present at that scene of desolation. It is, un-
happily, to Britons and Anglo-Americans that we must refer
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the chief blame in this horrible business. I published a letter
expressing this belief in the New Monthly BMagzine, in the
year 1822, to which I must refer the reader if he hasany
curiosity on the subject, for an antidote to my fanciful descrip- .
tion of Brant. Among other expressions to young Brant, I ,
made use of the following words: Had I learned all this of '
your father, when I was writing my poem, he should not have
figured in it as the hero of mischief.

It was but bare justice to say thus much of a Mohawk
Indian who spoke English eloguently, and was thought capable
of having written a history of the Six Nations. I also learned
that he often strove to mitigate the cruelty of Indian warfare.
The name of Brant, therefore, remains in my poem & pure
and declared character of fiction.—Campbell.
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CHAPTERYV.

Brant's humanity was conspicuously
displayed the same year in the attack
upon Cherry Valley, at which he was
present, but was not in command.

This expedition, too, was organized at
Niagara, at the instigation of Walter
. Butler, son of Col. John Butler, and was

placed under command of Walter Butler.
_Capt. Brant, who, with his Indian warriors,
had been employed on the Susquehanna
during most of the summer, was on his
return to wintet quarters at Niagara.
Meeting Butler with his forces, bearing
an order for Brant to join the expedition
with his force. Brant was reluctant to
do so, displeased at being placed under
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- credit of J oseph Brant that on this occa-
sion he exhibited traits of humanity

"least.of the white mren present. “In a

iple,” she replied. ¢ That plea will .not
) avail you to-day. - They have murdered
~ Mr. Well’s family who are -as dear to me

,Indians he will save us.” ‘I am Joseph |

‘command, and I know not whether I can

80  MEMOIROF  ~

command’ of Walter Butler; but he was
too much a soldier to refuse to obey
orders. History- has recorded to the

which seemed to be wanting in some at

house which he entered he found a woman
engaged in her usual avocations, ¢ Why
ate you thus engaged ?’ said Brant to her,
‘while your neighbors are being murdered
all around you? ‘We are king’s peo-

as my own. . ‘There is one Joseph
Brant,”  she said,” ¢if he is with the

Brant, said he, ‘but I have not the

save you. But I will do what 1 can.’
While speaking, several ‘Seneca’s were
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observed approaching the house. ¢Get
into bed and feign yourself sick,’ said :
. Brant, hastily. When the Senecas came
in, he told them there was no person there ]
but a sick woman and her children, and
besought them to leave the house, which
after a short consultation;they did. As
soon as they were out of sight, Brant
went to the corner of the house and gave
a long shrill yell. Soon a small band of -
Mohawks were seen crossing an adjoining
field with great speed. As they came up,
he addressed them: ‘Wheré isyour pa,iﬁt ?
Here, put my mark on this woman.” As _
soon as it was done‘ he added, “You .
are nOw proba.bly safe. ’:3 * '

: G'rreat embara.ssment in subsisting the
loyal forces in the field was felt by Col.

Guy Johnson, immediately on their or-:
, B ganization, whichwas assigned by him as

’H:story of Tryon Co.
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a reason why he removed westward ; first
to the Upper Settlements of the Mohawk
Valley, and then to Fort Stannix. The
same difficulty existed throughout the
« Petit Guerre”’ which was carried on by
the Indians under Brant. The fact was,
that for the most part, they had to pro-
cure their own subsistence as best they
could ; from friends, by purchase or gift,
from foes, by stratagem or force. Of
course, Brant and his Indians became the
terror of the whole country, and the source
of frightful stories, of bloody massacres of
helpless women and children.

The following letter of Brant will best
exhibit his humanity, his loyalty and his
necessities : “

' TuxnipiLra, July 6th, 1777.
MR. Cargr, .

Sir,—I understand that you are a
friend to governmént, with some of the -
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settlers at the Butternuts, is the reason

of my applying to you and those people -

for some provisions, and shall be glad if you
will send me what you can spare, no
matter of what sort, for which you shall be
paid, you keeping an account of the whole.
From your friend b

and humble servant,

JosEpH BRANT.*
To Mzr. Persofer Carr.

- Under the circumstances. in which
Brant was placed it is not surprising if he
did many things—or at least permitted
them to be done—which under other cir-
cumstances he would not have permitted.

In a number of cases, which are well
authenticated, he saved the dives of indi-
viduals upon recognizing them as members
of the Masonic Fraternity, to which he
belonged. But as he was the recognized

*History of Tryon Co,
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34 JEJMOIR OF

leader of the Indians in all the conflicts
in the Mohawk Valley and its vicinity, he
was held responsible for all the exaggera-
ted stories of devastation and cruelty
which the excited state of the public
mind attributed to him, and which became
incorporated into the current history of
the period, and have to some extent been
pérpetuated to the present day.
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CHAPTER VI.

The campaign of Gen. Sullivan against
the Senecas in the fall of 1779 proved
very disastrous to the Indians. Although
vigorously opposed by all the available
British force, both English and Indian,
Sullivan penetrated into the Senecas’
_country, destroying their towns, and all
théir property, and provisions, and driving
the Indians under the protection of the
guns of Fort Niagara. Capt. Brant ac-
companied, the expedition from Niagara
against Gen. Sullivan ,having the imme-
diate command of the Indians, and dis-
tinguished himself by his valor, activity
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and military skill. He also signalized
his humanity in saving the life. of Lieut.
Boyd, of the American army, who fell
into the hands of the Indians at Beards-
town on the Genesee river. Lieut. Boyd
was subsequently executed after the

~ Indian fashion, by order of one of the

Butlers during -the absence of Brant on
other duty. The winter of 1779-80 was
one of extraordinary severity. The snow
fell to the depth of eight feet over all
Western New York and in Canada. The
Indians suffered greatly by ‘sickness and
destitution. Numbers died from exposure
and starvation, and the carcasses of dead
animals were so numerous in- the forests
the next summer, as to fill the atmosphere
with the pestiferous odor of their decaying
bodies. Captain Brant retirned to Ni-
agara, and took up his winter quarters
with Col. Guy Johnson, the Butlers—
father and son—and other officers of the
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Indian Department. Anincident occurred
during the winter which may be mentioned

as an illustration of the character cf the °

Mohawk Chief.

Among the prisoners captured by the
Indians at Cherry Valley the year before,
and brought to the Senecas’ country, was
Miss Jane Moore, who had been redeemed
from the Indians by Col. Butler, and was
then residing in his family at Niagara.
Capt. Wm. Powell, a son of Col. Powell
(whose widow married Col. Guy Johnson
after the death of his wife), becoming ac-
quainted with her, courted and married
her. Capt. Brant was present at the
wedding, and although he had been for

some time living with his third wife, bound.

only by the ties of Indian marriage, he
nevertheless embraced the opportunity of
having the English marriage ceremony
performed, which was accordingly done
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by Col. Butler acting as one of the King’s
Commission of the Peace for Tyron
County, N.Y.

Early in the Spring of 1780, we find
Brant again on the war-path. He headed
a small party composed partly of ‘“Butler’s
Rangers” and partly of Indian Warriors;
into the Mohawk Valley. The Oneida
Indians, who had remained upon their
lands in the Mohawk Valley, suffered
some by this expedition, and Capt.
Harper, of Harpersfield, with a small
party were captured and carried prisoners
to Niagara. Capt. Brant knew Capt.
Harper well, and _on recognizing him
among the prisoners, rushed up to him,
tomahawk in hand, and said, ¢ Harper,
Iam sorry to find you here.” ¢ Why
are you sorry, Capt. Brant ?”’ ¢ Be-
cause,” rtejoined Brant, “I must kill
you, although we were school mates when
we were boys.” As scalps were much



easier carried to Niagara than prisoners,
the Indians were for putting the prisoners

todeath, but Brants influence was exerted - .
successfully to prevent the massacre. . -

When they airived at the Genessee-
River and encamped for the night, Capt.

Brant dispatched a runner to, Niagara
with information of his approach, and
the number of his prisoners. His friend,
Capt. Powell, who married Miss Moore,
the Cherry Valley captive, was at the
Fort. Capt. Brant knew that Capt. Harper
was uncle to Miss Moore, now Mrs.
Powell, and it had been agreed in con-
sideration of sparing their lives, that on
arrival at the Fort the prisoners should
go through the customary Indian ordeal
of running the gauntlet. Before arriving
at the Fort two Indian encampments had
to be passed ; but on emerging from the
woods and approaching the first, what
was the surprise of the prisoners and the
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cHagrm of their captors, af finding the

amors absent, and their place filled by
a regiment of British soldiers. A few
Indian boys, and some old women; only
were visible and offered/little violence te
the prisoners, which was quickly sup-
pressed by the soldiers. At the second
encampment nearest the Fort, they found
the warriors absent also, and their place
occupied by another regiment of troops.
Capt. Brant led his prisoners directly
through the dreaded encampments and
brought them in safety into the Fort.
The solution of this escape from the
gauntlet was, that Capt. Powell had, at
the suggestion of Capt. Brant, enticed
the warriors away to the ‘‘nine mile
landing” for a frolic, the means for hold-
ing it being furnished from the public
stores. Col. Harper was most agreeably
surprised at escaping the gauntlet with
his party, and at-being met by his niece,
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the wife of one of the principal officegs
in command of the post. Harper knew
- nothing of her marriage, or even of her
being at Niagara, Capt. Brant having
kept it a secret from Harper.

- Capt. Alexander Harper was the
ancestor of the ‘ Harper Brothers’ of
Harper’s Magazine notoriety, of New
York city. Brant headed some other ex-
pediticns into the settlements in the
Mohawk Valley, in one of which Capt.
Jeremiah Snider and his son, of Saugerties,

N. Y., with others were taken prisoners. "

Those prisoners were taken over the same
route as Capt. Harper and his party, but
did not escape as fortunately when they
arrived at Niagara, as they had to run
the gauntlet between long lines of Indian
Wwarriors, women anc .children. But their
captors interposed \to prevent injury.
Capt. Snider, in his narrative of this
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évent, describes Fort Niagara as a “‘struc-
ture of considerable "~magnitude, and
great strength, enclosing an area of from
six to eight acres. Within the enclosure
was a handsome dweclling house for the

“vesidence of the Superintendant of Indi-

ans. It wasthen occupied by Col. Guy
Johnson, before whom the Capt. and his
son were brought for examination. Col.
John Butler with his rangers lay upon
the opposite side of the river.” Capt.

. Snider describes Gen. Johnson as being

¢ a ghort, pussy man, about forty years of
age, of a stern, haughty demeanor, dressed
in a British uniform, powdered locks and
cocked hat, his voice harsh, and his
brogue that of a gentleman of Irish ex-

traction.” While in the guardhouse the

prisoners were visited by Capt. Brant, of
whom Capt. Snider says, “He was a
likely fellow of fierce aspect, tall and
ratlher spare, well spoken, and apparently
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about thirty years of age.” (He was
actually thirty-seven.) ‘He wore moc-
cassins elegantly trimmed with beads,
leggins and ~ breech-cloth, of superfine
blue ; short green coat, with two silver
epaulets, and a sthall laced, round hat.
By his side hungan elegant silver-mounted
cutlass, and his blanket of blue cloth,
purposely dropped in the chair on which
he sat to display his epaulets, was gor-
geously decorated with a border of red.
He asked the prisoners many questions.
Indeed the object of their capture’ seems
to-have been principally for the purpose
of obtaining information.” Upon being
informed where they were from, Capt.
Brant replied, ¢ That is my old fighting
ground.” In the course of the conversa-
tion Brant said to the younger Snider,
““You are young, and I pity you, but for
that old villain there,” pointing to the .
father, ¢ I have no pity.” '
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CHAPTER VII.

The close of the season of 1780 found
Capt. Brant in his old winter quarters at
Fort Niagara, with Col. Butler and Col.
Guy Johnson. The forces at Niagara
were stated at this time to consist of
sixty British regulars, commanded by a
captain ; four hundred loyalists, com-
manded by Col. John Butler; twelve
hundred Indians, including women and
children, commanded by Guy J olg:fn
and Capt. Joseph Brant. In the spring
of 1781, an expedition against the re-
volted Oneidas, in the Mohawk Valley,
was planned under the approbation of
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“ /Gen. Haldimand to be commanded by
B

rant, but for some unexplained reason
was never executed. Vigorous incursions
were kept up by small parties of loyalists
and Indians during the season, sometimes
under Capt. Brant, but often under the
command of others. This state of things
continued with varying fortunes, until
the news of an agreement for the cessa-
tion of hostilities between the United
States and Great Britain was received,
and in March 1783 a general peace was
announced.

The Mohawks, with their loyalist neigh-
bors in the valley of the Mohawk, had
fled to Canada. Their beautiful country,
together with that of their brethren of
the Six Nations, had been desolated by
the ravages of fire and sword. . Upon the

first espousal of the loyal cause by the

Mohawks, Sir Guy Carleton had given a
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- pledge that they should be re-established
at the expense of the Government in
their former homes and possessions. This
promise had been ratified in 1779 by

Gen. Haldimand, then Capt. General and-

Commander-in-Chief in Canada. At the
close of the war the Mohawks were
temporarily residing on the American
side of the Niagara river at what was
then called ‘“ The Landing,” (now ecalled
Lewiston.)

Their brethren, the Senecas offered
them a portion of their lands upon
Genesee river. But as Capt. Brant said
“The Mohawks were determined to sink

or swim with the English,”%the generous .

offer of the.Senecas was declined; and
. the Mohawk Chief proceeded "‘to Quebee

to arrange for the settlement of his people '

in the Royal Dominions. A tract of lénd
upon the Bay of Quinte was designated
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for their settlement. But upon the return
of Capt. Brant to his people, the location
was so unsatisfactory to their brethren,
the Senecas, who, apprehending that their
troubles with the United States were not
at an end, desired their settlement neare:
the Senecas’ territory. Under these cir-
cumstances Capt. Brant convened a coun-
cil of his people, and the country upon
the “Ouse,” or Grand River, was selected,
lying upon both sides of that stream from
its mouth upon Lake Erie to its head;
which was conveyed to the Mohawks and
others of the Six Nations who chose to
settle there by a formal grant from
the Crown. It was at this period (1783)
that Capt. Brant had been charged with
entertaining ambitious views similar to
those of Pontiac—of combining all the
principal Indian nations into one con-
federacy, of which he was to be Chief;
and it has been suggested that his visit
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to England in the fall of this year Wwas
partly for the purpose of seeing how far
he could depend upon the countenance
or-agsistance of the British Government
in 'his enterprise.

Notwﬂ:hstaﬁdmg e was strongly dis-
,suaded by Sir John Johnson from this
visitto England, he immediately embarked
and arrived in that country early in De-
cember.

A notice of his arrival in Salisbury was
published in London, December 12, 1775:
« Monday -last, Capt. Joseph Brant, the
celebrated king of the Mohawks, arrived
in this city from America; and after
dining with Colonel De Pelster at the
headquarters here, proceeded 1mmed1ately
to London. This extraordinary personage
is said to have presided at the late grand
congress of confederate Chiefs of the
Indian nations in America, and to be by
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them appointed to the conduct, and chief
command in the war which they now
meditate against the United States of
America. He took his departure for Eng-
land immediately as that assembly broke
up, and it is conjectured that his embassy
to the British Court is of great importance.
This country owes much to the services of
Capt. Brant during the late war in Ameri-
" ca. He was educated at Philadelphia ; is
a very shrewd,intelligent person, possesses
great courage and abilities as a warrior,
and ig inviolably attached to the British
nation.”

His reception at the British capital was
all that he could wish. He was treated
with the highest consideration and dis-
tinction. Many oOfficers of the army
whom he had met in America recognized
him with great cordiality.

Preliminary to his introduction to the -
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King, he was receiving instructions in re-
gard to the customary ceremonies to be
observed. When he was informed that
he was to salute his Majesty by dropping
on the knee and kissing the King’s hand,
Brant objected to this part of the cere-
mony, saying if it was a lady it would be
a pleasant and proper thing to do; but
that he being himself a king in his own
country thought it derogatory to his
dignity and contrary to his sense of pro-
priety to perform such a servile act.

The Baroness Riedesel thus speaks of
him, having met him at the provincial
court: “Isaw at times the famous Indian
Chief, Capt. Brant. His manners were
polished, he expressed himself with
fluency, and was much gsteemed by Gen.
Haldimand. I dined once with him at
the General’s. In his dress he showed
off to advantage in the half-military and
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half-savage costume. His countenance
was manly and intelligent, and his dispo-
sition mild.” Capt. Brant returned from

England early in the year 1786, having

accomplished much for his people with

the Government, and enjoyed much

social intercourse with the most dis-
tinguished society in London. In the
grant of the land to the Mohawks, such
other of the Six Nations as were inclined
to make their settlement upon it were in-
cluded. This led to some difficulty and

- dissatisfaction, by the intrusion of indi-

viduals of the Six Nations who did not
fully sympathize with the Mohawks in
their loyalty to the British- Government.

The whole weight of these difficulties

seemed to fall upon Capt. Brant; and
his friends were at one time anxious
not only for his personal safety, but- also
for his popularity and influence. But-he
ably sustained and defended himself,
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justifying the acts for which he had been
censured, and his conduct was approved
at a full Council of the Six Nations at
Niagara, in presence of the agent and
commanding officer.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Although a treaty of peace be- &
tween Great Britain and the United -
States had been signed, hostilities -
between the United States - and the I
Indians had not ceased, and Capt. Brant, |:
with one hundred and fifty of his Mohawk %
warriors, joined the forces, mostly .

Indians, which so signally defeated Gen. .}
St. Clair, at or near what is now Pitts-
burgh. ' ‘

A pacification of the Indian troubles
seemed to be an object greatly de- :
sired both by the Government of Great

ritain and that of the United States,
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and the acknowledged ability and influ-
ence of Capt. Brant was sought by both,
and led to an active and extensive cor-
respondence with the officers and agents

of both Governments.

Early in 1792 Capt. Brant was in-
vited to visit the city of Phila-
delphia, the then seat of Government
of the United States. The news-
papers in New York announced his arrival
in that city in the following terms: ¢“On
Monday last arrived in this city from his
settlement on the Grand River, on a visit
to some of his friends in this quarter,
Capt. Joseph Brant, of the British Army,
the famous Mohawk Chief, who so emi-
nently distinguished himself during the
late war, as the mi\litary leader of the Six
Nations. We are informed that he in-
tends to visit the city of Philadelphia;”
which he did in Juﬁe, 1792, and was re-
ceived by the President of the United
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States with cordiality and respect. There
isno doubt that strenuous efforts were
made at this time to engage his active
interposition with the Indians to bring
about peace, and also to conciliate his
friendship to the United States. Although
nothing could divert him from his loyalty
to the Government of his choice, yet the
visit seems to have given mutual satis-
faction to himself and the President.

The Secretary of War wrote to Gen.
Chapin, U. S. Superintendent of Indian
affairs, as follows: ¢ Capt. Brant’s visit
will, I flatter myself, be productive .of
great satisfaction to himself, by being
made acquainted with the humane views
of the President of the United States.”

The Secretary also wrote to Gen.
Clinton : ¢ Capt. Brant appears to be a
judicious and sensible man. I flatter my-
gelf his journey will bhe satisfactory to
himself and beneficial to the United

-
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States.;dfchange in the Government
of Can é'atbout this time, creating a
separate ov{ernment\;j{':for the Upper
Province, . brought new. men and new
measures upon thestage of action. . Col. J.
G. Simcoe was appointed Lieut.-Governor
of the newly organized territory. The
new Governor brought out from England
letters of introduction to the Mohawk
Chief. They became fast friends, and in
all the peace negotiations with the
Western Indians, Capt. Brant became an
active participant in the interests of the
Government of Great Britain. »

The beautfful tract of country
upon the Grand River which had
been designated for the settlement
of the Mohawks, attracted the cupidity
of white men, as their equally beautiful
country in the valley of the Mohawk and
Western New York had done before; and
Capt Brant exerted his influence with his
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\
people to induce them to exchange their
hunting for agriculture. In furtherance
of this idea, he conceived the plan of
making sales and leases of land to skilled
white agriculturists. But the Colonial
Government interposed objections, claim-
ing that the donation from Government
was only a right of occupancy, and not of
sale. Capt. Brant combatted this "idea,
but was overuled by the - officers of the
Goverament, including his friend, Gov.

Simcoe. Very general dissatisfaction -

seems to have prevailed among the Indi-
ans in regard to the legal construction of
the title to their lands, and. attempts
were made to negotiate\a peaceful settle-
ment of the difficulty but with indifferént
success. Capt. Brant was anxious to en-
courage and promote the civilization of
his people ; and, in his negotiations with
Gen. Haldimand, stipulated for the erection
of a church, which was built upon their
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lands upon the Grand River, and furnished

- with a’belland communion service, brought
from their former home in the valley of
the Mohawk, and is believed to be the

"first temple erected to the worship of
Almighty God in the Province of Upper
Canada.

Capt. Brant continued to " be the
unyielding advocate of the rights of
his people as an independent mnation to
their lands, to the end of his life. His
views, and the arguments by Whlch he
sustained them, may be gathered from an
extract of a speech which he delivered at
a meeting of Chiefs and Warriors at
Niagara, before Col. Sheafe, Col. Claus
and others, on the occasion of a govern-
ment proclamation forbidding the sale and

leasing of any of their lands by the.

‘Indians. “In the year 1775, said he,
¢ Lord Dorchester, then Sir Guy Carlton,
at a numerous council, gave us every en-
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couragement and requested us to assist
in defending their country, and to take
an actlv'e part in defending His Majesty’s
pos &18 stating that when the happy

peace should arrive, and should
we not prove successful in the contest,
that he would put us on the same footing
in which we stood previous to joining
him. This flattering promise was pleas-
ing to us, and gave us spirit to embark
heartily in his Majesty’s cause. We took
it for granted that the word of so great a
man, or any promise of a public nature,
would ever be held sacred. We were
promised our lands for our services, and
these lands we were to hold on the same
footing with those we fled from at the

. fommencement of the American war;

when we joined, fought and bled in your
cause. Now is published a proclamation

forbidding us leasing those very lands,

that were positively given us in lieu of
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- hindrance on the part of your Govern-

those of which we were the sovereigns of
the soil, of thore lands we have forsaken,
we sold, we_leased, and we gave away,
when, and as often as we saw fit, without

ment, for your Government well knew
we were the lawful sovereigns of the soil,
and they had no right to interfere Wlth us
as independent nations.’
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CHAPTER IX.
[

Capt. Brant entered into an extensive
correspondence with his friends. Men
of distinction, both in the United States
and England, principally in regard to the
title of the lands of his people, and their
settlement and civilization, an object
which seemed to lie very near his heart.
His correspondence, -in relation to the
settlement -of a missionary at Grand
River, shows that he considered it of
great importance to the realization of his
ishes, in regard to the moral #nd spirit-
al interests of his people. - He was op-
osed in this matter, but finally succeeded
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in procuring the settlement of the Rev.
Davenport Phelps, who had married a
daughter of the Rev. Dr. Wheelock, the
early friend and preceptor of Capt. Brant.
Mr. Phelps was a graduate of Yale Col-
lege, and became a missionary of the
Episcopal Chucrh in Western New York.
He was ordained in Trinity Church, New
York, in December, 1801, and immedi-
ately entered upon the active duties of a
missionary. He had settled in the
Province of Upper Canada; his residence
being upon a farm near Burlington Bay,
at the head of Lake Ontario. In 1805
he removed his family from Canada to
Onondaga, N.Y.

It has been already stated that Capt.

- Brant was thrice married. He had two

children by his first wife, none by
the second, and seven by the third.

Isaac Brant, his eldest child, be- -

came the source of the greatest trou-
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“ ble to bim through a love of strong
drink, and whilé under its influence at-
‘tempted the murder of his father; but in
the assault, which was made in the
presence of a large number of persons at
a public gathering, the son received a
wound, which though not dangerous,
proved fatal, by reason of excitement and
intoxication. Capt. Brant immediately
surrendered himself to the civil autho-
rities, and resigned his commission, which
he yet retained in the British service. It
was not accepted, however. A council
of the principal Sachems and Warriors

was held; all the facts and circumstances

were considered with great deliberation ;
when the following certificate of opinion
was signed unanimously and a copy de-
livered to Capt. Brant.

¢ Brother,—We have heard and con-
sidered your case; we sympathize with

you. You are bereaved of a beloved son. ¢

SO,

b I
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But that son raised his parricidal hand

against the kindest of fathers. His death
was occasioned by his own crime. With

.one voice we acquit you of all blame. We

tender you our hearty condolence, and
may the Great Spirit above bestow upon
you consolation and comfort under your
affliction.”

The names of his children by his third
wife, in the order of theus birth, were
Joseph, Jacob, John, Margaret, Catharine,
Mary and Elizabeth.

The education of his children seems
never to have been lost sight of amid all
the cares and perplexities of his public
life.  The following letter written by
Capt. Brant to James Wheelock, son of
the carly President of Dartmouth College,

' his former preceptor in the  Moor’s

Charity School,”” will best illustrate h1s
views on that subject :

-
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Niacara, 3rd October, 1800.
DEeAR Sir,—

Although it is a long time since I
have had the pleasure of seeing you, still
I have not for:ot there is such a person
in being, and now embrace the kind offer
you once made me in offering to take
charge of my son Joseph, whom I cer-
tainly at that time should have sent out,
had it not been that there was apparently
a jealousy existing between the British
and Americans ; however, I hope it is not
yet too late. I send both my sons, Joseph

and Jacob, who I doubt not will be par- -

ticularly attended to by my friends.

I could wish them to be studiously at-
tended to, not only as to their education,
but likewise to their morals in particular.
This is, no doubt, needless mentioning, as
I know of old, and from personal expe-
rience at your seminary, that these things
are paid strict attention to. Letmy sons
be at what $chools soever, your overseeing
them will be highly flattering to me. I
should, by this opportunity, have wrote
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Mzr. John Wheelock on. the same subject,
but a hwrry of business at this time pre-
vents me. - 1 shall hereafter take the

first opp01tun1ty of dropping him a few
lines. Until then, please make my best
respects to him, and earnestly solicit his
friendship and attention to my boys, which,
be assured of, I shall ever gratefully ac-
knowledge.

I am, Dear Sir, wishing you and
your family health and happiness,

Your friend and well-wisher,

JosEPH BRANT.

To Mgz. JaneEs WHEELOCK.

The two boys, Jacob and Jaseph, were
sent to school at Hanover, and prosecuted
their studies quite to the satisfaction of
their teachers, exhibiting not only excel-
lent capacity and dlhgence but good de-
portment, ahd great amiability of charac-
ter. Unfortunately a difficulty sprung up
between the boys, which resulted- in-

_—— Joseph leaving the schcol and returning
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to IiLS parents. Jacob remained a while
longer, when he too visited home; but

. - subsequently retirned to the school to

resume his studies. On the occasion of
his sons return, Capt. Brant writes to Lis
friend, Mr. James Wheelock, the follow-
ing letter :

¢¢ N1aGARA, 14th December, 1802.
“ My DEAR Sin—

‘\I received your very polite and
friendly letter by my son Jacob, and am
very miuch obliged to you, your brother,
and all\\friends, for the great attentions
that have been paid to both of my sons,
and to Capt. Dunham for the great care
he took of Jacob on the journey.

“My son would have returned to you
long before this but for a continued sick-

ness in the family, which brought Mrs.

Brant very low.

“My son Jacob and several of the
children were very ill. My son returns
to be under the care of the President,and

‘,%%R_:%Q.r... .
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I sincerely hope he will pay such attention
to his studies as will do credit to himself;, -
and be a comfort to his friends, The
horse that Jacob rides out, I wish to be
got in good order, after he arrives,.-and
sold as an attentive scholar has no time
to ride about. Mrs. Brant joins me in
most affectionate respect% to you and Mrs.

Wheelock.
«“TI am, Dear Sir, with great respect;
“Your sincere friend
¢ And humble servant,

“ JoserH BRanT.”
To Janes WHEELock, Esq.

The correspondence of Brant, after his

retirement from military to civil life, be- 4

sides that pertaining to the current busi-
ness which engaged much of his attention
with literary and scientific men, was con-
siderable. His replies to letters of %his
class show him to have been a man of
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deep reflection, independent thought, and
of intelligence above most of the white
men of his tile, and are characterized by
good common sense. ;

one of the sons of Capt. Brant seem

to have achieved /distinction, if we
except John, the youngest, who succeeded
to his father’s title. He received, it is =

said, a good English education, and im-
proved his mind by study, and travel;
became distinguished for his literary ac-
quirements, fine commanding presence
and polished address. His society was

sought by gentlemen of the first distinc--

tion, both in Europe and America.

A few years before his death, Capt.
Joseph Brant built a fine dwelling on a
tract of land presented him bythe British
Government, at the head of Lake Ontario,

" occupying a fine commanding eminence,

affording an extensive view of the lake
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and surrounding country, now called
Wellington Square. Here he removed
with his family, and here he closed his
extraordinary and eventful life, on the

24th of November, 1807, at the age of -

nearly sixty-five years. His remains
were interred at the Mohawk Village, on
the Grand River, by the side of the
Church built through his instrumentality,
together with the other deceased members
of his family, where a monument marks
the spot, on which is inscribed the follow-
ing epitaph : '

“ This Tomb ts erected to the memory
of Thayendanegea, or Capt. Josepl Brant,
principal Chief and Warrior of the Six
Nations Indians, by his fellow-subjects,
admirers of his fidelity and attachment to
the British Crown. Born on the banks of
the Olvo river, 1742. Died at Wellington
Square, U.C., 1807.

NN N w N
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“It also contains the remains of his son,
Ahyouwaighs, or Capt. John Brant, who
succeeded lis father as Tekarihogea, and
distinguished himself in the war of 1812
and 15. Born at the Mohawk village,
U.C., 1794. Died at the same place, 1832.
Erected 1850.”
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APPENDIX.

The English historian, Weld, in his * Travels
through the Statgs of North America, and the
Provinces of Upperjand Lower Canada, during the
years 1795, 1796 and ~1797,” has the following
notice of Capt. Brandt, page 4

\

‘Brandt, at a very early age, was sent to a college
in New England, where, being possessed of a good
capacity, he soon made very comsidcrable progress  —
in the Greck and Latin languages. '

« Uncommon pains were taken to instill inte his
mind the truths of the Gospel. He professed him-
gelf to be a warm admirer of the principles of
Christianity, and in hopes of being abla to convert

B
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his nation on returning to them he absolutely trans-
lated the Gospel of St. Matthew into the Mohawk
language; he also translated the established form of
prayer of the Church of England.

<« Before Brandt, however, had finished his course

of studies, the American war broke out, and fired
with that spirit of glory which seems to have been
implanted by nature in the breast of the Indian, he
_.immediately. quitted the-college, repaired to his
“ native village, and shortly afterwards, with a con-
siderable body of his nation, joined some British
troops under the command of Sir John Johnston.

¢Here he distinguished himself by his valor- in
many different engagements,‘ and was soon raised,
not only to the rank of a war chief, but also to that
of a war chief in His Majesty's service.

« It was not long, however, before Brunqw sullied
his reputation in the British army. A skirmish
took place with a body of American troops; the
action was warm, and Brandt was shot by a musket

ball in the ficel; but the Americans, in the end, were
b
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defeated, and an officer with about sixty men were
tak®n prisoners. Th_e officer, after having delivered
up his sword, had entered into conversation with
Col. Johnston, who commanded the British troops,
and they were talking together in the most friendly
manner, when Brandt, having stolen slily \behmd
them, laid the American officer lifeless on the ground
with a blow of his tomahawk. The indignation of
Sir John Johnston, as may readily be supposed,
was roused by such an act of treachery, and he re-
sented it in the warmest language. Brandt listened
unconcernedly, and when he had finished, told him
that he was sorry what he had done had cgused his
displeasure, but that indeed his heel was ’%xtremely
- painful at the moment, apd he could not help re-
venging himself on the only chief of the party he
saw taken. Since he had killed the officer, his heel,
he added, was much less painful to him than it had

been before. ~ -

‘When the war broke out the"}Iohawlxs resided on
the Mohawk river, in the State of New Y01jk, but on
pea.cé_ being made, they emigrated into Upper

e
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Canada, and their principal village is now situated
on the Grand River, which falls into Lake Erie on
the north side, about sixty miles from the town of
Newark, or Niagara. There Brandt at present re-
sides. He has built a comfortable habitation for
himself, and any stranger that visits him may rest
assured of being well received, and of finding a
plentiful table well served every day. He has no
less than thirty or forty negroes; who attend to his
horses, cultivate his grounds, &c., &c. These poor
creatures are kept in the greatest subjection, and
they dare not attempt to make their ‘escape, for. he
has assured them, that, if they did so,he would follow
them himself, though it were to the confines of
Georgia, and woukd tomahawk them wherever he
met them. They know his disposition too well not
to think that he would adhere strictly to his word.

Brandt receives from Government half-pay as
Captaig, besides annual presents, &c., which in all
amounts, it is said, to five hundred pounds per ’
annum. We had no small curiosity, as you may

;well imagine, to see this Brandt, and we procured
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letters of introduction to him from the Governor’s
Secretary, and from different officers and gentlemen
of his acquaintance, with an intention of proceed-
ing from Newark to his village.

Most unluckily, however, on the day before that of
our arrival at the town of Newark, he had embarked
on board a vessel for Kingston at the opposite end
of the lake. You may judge of Brandt's conse-
quence, when I tell you that a lawyer of Niagara,
who crossed Lake Ontario with us from Kingston,
where he had been detaived for some time by con-
trary winds, informed us the day after our arrival
at Niagara, that by his not having reached that
place 1n-time to transact some law business for Mr.
Brandt, and which had consequently been given to
another person, he should be the loser of one
hundred pounds at least.

Brandt’s sagacity led him early in life to discover
that the Indians had been made the dupe of every
foreign power that had gained footing in America,
and indeed could he have had any doubts on the
subjectTthey would have been removed when he
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saw the British after having demanded and received
the assistance of the Indians in the American war,
'so unjustly and ungenerously yield up the whole of
the Indian territories east of the Mississippi and
south of the lakes, to the people of the United
States, the very enemies, in short, they had made
to themselves at ‘the request of the British. He
perceived with regret that thié:lndia.ns, by espousing
the quarrels of the whites, and espousing different
mterests were weakening themselves, whereas, if
they -remained aloof, guided by oue policy, they
would soon become formidable, and treated with
more respect. He formed the bold scheme there-
“fore of uniting the Indians together in onme grand
confederacy,and for this purpose he sent messengers
to different Chiefs,-proposing that a general meeting
should be held of the heads of every tribe to take
the subject into consideration. But certain of the
tribes suspicious of Brandt’s designs, and fearful
that he was bent upon acquiring power for himself
by this measure, opposed it with all their influence.
Brandt has, in consequence, become extremely
obnoxious to many of the most warlike, and with
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such a jealous eye do they now regarcia him that it
would not be perfectly safe for him to return to the
Upper country. .

He has managed the affairs of his own people
with great ability, and leased out their superfluous
lands for them for long terms of vears, by which
measufe a certain annual revenuo is ensured to the
nation. He wisely judged that it was much better
‘to do so than to suffer the Mohawks, as many
“other tribes had done, to sell their possnssio;ls by
piecemeal, the sums of money thev received for
which. however great, would soon be dissipated if
paid to them at once. Whenever the affairs of his
nation' shall permit him to do so, Brandt declares it
to be his intention to sit down to the study of the
Greek language, of which he professes himself a
great admirer, and to translate from the original
into the Mohawk language more of the New Testa-
ment ; yet this same man, shortly before we arrived
at Niagara, killed his own son with his own hand. The
son it seems was a drunken, good-for-nothing fellow,
who had often avowed ]gwis intention of destroying

L
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his father. One evening he absolutely entered the
apartment of his father and had begun to grapple
with him, perhaps with a view to put his tnnatural
threats into execution, wh~n Brandt drew a short
sword and felled himto the ground. Brandt spedks
of this affair with regret, but at the same tyme
without any of that emotion which another person
than an Indian might be supposed to feel. He con-
soled himself for the act by thinking that he has
benefitted the nation by ridding them of a rascal.
Brandt wears his hair in the Indian style, and also
the Indian dress. Instead of the wrapper or blanket
he wears a short coat such as I have described,

similar to a hunting frock.”
1
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The following is an extract from the history of

Schohorie County, page 220:

It appears that in July 1778, Joseph Brant had
then with some eighty warriors commenced his
marauding enterprises on the settlementsat Unadilla,
by appropriating their cattle, sheep and swine to
his own benefit. To obtain satisfaction for those
cattle, and if possible to get the Indians to remain
neutral in the approaching contest, Gen. Herkimer
in the latter part of June, with three hundred and
eighty of the Tryon County militia proceeded to
Una@Mla (an Indian settlement on the Susquehanna
River) to hold an interview with Brant: That
celebrated Chief then at Oquago, was sent for by

Gen. Herkimer, and arrived on the 27th, after the“

Americans had been there about eight days waiting.

Faare e -
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Col. John Harper who attended Gen. Herkimer
at this time, made an affidavit on the 16th of July
following the interview, showing the principal
grievances of which the Irdians complained, as also
the fact that they were in covenant with the King,
whose belts were yet lodged with them, and whose
service they intended to enter.

The instrument further testified that Brant in-
stead of returning to Oswego as he had informed

: Gen. Herkimer was his intention, had remained in
" the neighborhood on the withdrawal of the Ameri

can Militia, and was proposibg to destroy the frontier
settlements. - E

The following relating to the interview between
Gen. Herkimer and Brant is obtained from the
venerable Josepih Wagner, of Fort Plain. He states
that at the first meeting of Gen. Herkimer with

Brant, the iatter was attended by three other Chiefs,
William Johnson, & son of Sir William Johnson By * -

Molly Brant, whici son was killed at the battle of
Orishany the sawme year. Dut, a smart looking
fellow, with curly lair, supposed to be part Indian
and pa;rt Negro, and a short dark skinned Indian.
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The four were encircled by a body guard of some
twenty noble looking warriors. When in his presence
Brait rather haughtily asked Gen. Herkimer the
objéct of his visit, which was readily made known.
But seeing so many attendants, the Chief suspected
the interview was sought for another purpose.

Said Brant to Gen. Herkixﬁer, I have five hundred
warriors at my command, and can in an instant
destroy you and.your party ; but we are old neigh-
bors and friends, and I will not do it. Col. Cox, a
young officer who accompanied Gen. Herkimer ex-
changed several sarcastic remarks with ’ant,
which served not a little to irritate him and his
followers. The two had a quarrel a few years
previous about lands around the upper Indian Castle.
Provoked to anger, Brant asked Cox if he was not
the ¢ son-in-law of old George Clock ?” ‘ Yes,”
;replied Cox in a tome of malignity, ‘ and what is

. that to you, you d—d Indian.”

~

At the close of this dialogue, Brant’s guard ran
off to their camp firing several guns and making
the hills echo back their savage yells. Gen. Herki-
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mer assured Brant that he intended his visit for
ove of a pacific charaster and urged him to inter-
pese to prevent anythinr of a hostile nature. A
word from Brant hushed the tumult of passion,

which a moment before threatened serious conse-

quences. The parties, however, were too much ex-
cited to proceed with the, busimess which had
convened them. Brant, addressing Gen. Herkimer,
said, it 1s needlcss to wultiply words at this time ;
1 will meet you here at precisely nine o'clock to-
morrow morning. The parties then separated to
occupy their former position in camp. They agail,:’
met on the 28th of June. Brant was the first to
speak. ¢ den. Herximer,” said he, “I now fully
comprehend the object of your visit; but you are
too late, I am engaged to serve the King. We are
old friends, and I can do no less than to let you re-
turn unmolested, although you are in my power.”
Atter a little mPversation,-of a friendly nature,
the parties agreed to separate amicably. The con-
ference ended, Gen. Herkimer presented to Brant
seven or eight fat cattle that had just arrived, owing
to obstructions on the outlet of Otscgo lake, down
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which stream they were driven or transported. For
three days before thc arrival of the cattle, the

Americans were on short allowance. It is said that

at this second interview of Brant with Gen. Herki-
mer, the latter had taken the precaution to privately
select four rcliable men, in case any syinptoms of
treachery should be exhibited, to shoot down Brant
and his Chiefs at a given signal, but no occasion to
execute these precautionary measures occurred.

The following anecdote is rei\a,ted of Brant as
occurring in connection with the capture of prisoners
at Cherry Valley. Among the captures made by
Lim at that place was a man named Vrooman with
whom he had been formerly acquainted. He con-
cluded to give Vrooman his liberty, and after they
Lad proceeded several miles, he sent Vrooman%back
about two miles alone, ostensibly to procure ‘some
birch bark, expecting, of course, to gee no more of
him. After several hours Vrooman came hurrying
back with the bark, which the Captain no more
wanted thun he did a pair of goggles. Brant said
he sent his prisoner back on purpose to afford him

Ba e w -
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an opportunity to escape, but he was so big a fool
he did not know it, and that consequently he was

compelled to take him along to Canada.

The history of Schoharie County, page 334, con-
tains the following note :

¢ In person Brant was about middling size, of a
square, stout build, fitted rather for enduring hard-
ships than for quick movements. His complexion
was lighter than that of most Indians, which re-

- sulted perhaps/from his less exposed manner of

living. This circumstance probably gave rise to a
statement which has been often repeated, that he
was of mixed origin. The old people in the
Mohawk Valley, to whom he was known generally,

agree that he was not a full blood Indian, but was

part white. .

“He was married in the winter of 1779 to a
daughter of Col. Croghan, by an Indian woman.
The circumstances of this marriage are somewhat
singular. He was present at the wedding of Miss
Moore, from Cherry Valley, who had been brought
away a prisoner, and who married an officer of the

lar
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garrison of Fort Niagara. Brant had lived -with
his wife for some time previous according to the
Indian custom without marriage, but now insisted
that the marriage ceremony should be performed.
This wag accordingly done by Col. Butler who was
still considered a Magistrate. After the war he re-
moved with his nation to Canada. There he was
employed in transacting important business for his
tribe. He went out to England after the war, and
was honorably received there. Joseph Brant died
on the 24th November, 1807, at his residence near
the head of Lake Ontario, in the 65th year of his
age. Not long before that event the British Govern-
ment refused for the first time to confirm a sale of
lands made by him, which mortified him exceedingly..
The sale was afterwards confirmed, at which he was
80 much elated that he got into an excitement tha$
is said to have laid the foundation of his sickness.

¢« The wife of Brant who wasvery dignified in her
appearance, would not converse in English before
strangers, notwithstanding she could speak it
fluently.”
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garrison of Fort Niagara. Brant had lived with

his wife fer some time previous according to the
Indian, custom without marriage, but now insisted
that the marriage ceremony should be performed.
This was accordingly done by Col. Butler who was
still considered a Magistrate. After the war he re-
moved with bis nation to Canada. There he was

’ employed in transacting important business for his
} trlbe He went out to England after the war, and
- was honorably received there. Joteph Brant’ died.

on the 24th November, 1807, at his resulence near
the head of La.lge Ontario, in the 65th year of his
sge. Notlong before that'event the British Govern-
ment refused for the first time to confirm a sale of
lands made by him, which mortified him exceedingly.
The sale was afterwards confirmed, at which he was-
so much elated that he got into an excitement that
18 said to have laid the foundation of his sickness.

e« The§wife of Brant who wasvery ngmﬁed in her
appearance, would not converse in English before
strangers, notwithstanding she could speak it
fluently.”
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Extract from a book cntitled : “Trarels in the
interior of the uninhabited parts of North dmerica, in
the years i1791 and I792).  Illustrated with copper-
plates by Alex. Campbell, Captain 42nd _Regiment,
Edinburgh. Printed for the author and sold by John
Guthrie, No. 2 Nicholson St., Edinburgh.”

+

“Frox N1acara TO GnAz'm‘Brvzn. .

“On the 9th of February I set out with & party of -

gentlemen in two sleds on an excursion to the Grand
River. Put up for the first night at Squire Me-
Nab’s, and next day dined at the house nf one Henry,
who had only been here for six years; put up at
night at the house of one Smith, who came from the
colonics two years ago.

“The land as we came along seemed extremely
good—heavy timber, consisting of oak, walnut,
chestnut, hickory,maple sugar wood, ash, pine, an
o varicty of others, all lofty of their kind, particula:-

"mé%%, T e TR S R T e PR B

e ‘:‘ L L S - . -
?“‘*’*s%’kf%%w SRS NI AT RN

QPSCES o
o ettt

Yy

‘
1Y




b - i.‘
92 ZPPENDIX.
ly in that space which lie':s.betwccn the long streteh of ‘

precipices called the ¢ mountain,” and the side of
the Lake. Tbis space is from onec to four milcs
broad and from fifty to sixty miles long from Niagara
to Lake Geneva. This mountain begins in the
Genesec country and stretches along until it crosses
the River Niagara at the Grand Falls ; from thence
in a serpentine form to the head of the small lake,
called by ‘the Indians ¢ Ouilqueton,” and known te

the white people by the name of ¢Geneva, and i

from thence to the Bay of Toronto, opposite to the )

Fort of Niagara on the north side of the Lake On- ¢

tario, a stretch of between two and three hundred ¢

. mileslong. We stayed that night with Mr. Paisley, f’
‘Who entertained us with the greatest hospitality. (
“February 11th. '"We sct out from Mr. Paisley’s. a

For several miles on the way to the Grand River the c

lands are so open as to lhave scarce a sufficiency of Ic

wood for enclosures and the necessary purpo%cs of b
g arming, but towards the mountain the wood becomes &
5 thick and lofty, as is common irA&his country, for br
- several miles along the mountain. Towards evening N
oo we fell down on a gentleman’s' farm, where we - tl
¥ stopped to warm ourselves and bait our horses. , No o
h sooner was our repast over than we bade adieu to -

the family, mounted our sleds 4nd drove down to
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he Indian Vxllage a.llwhted about mghtfall at the
ouse of the cclebrated Indian Chief and Warrior,
Cuptain Joseph Brant. This renowned Warrior is
not of any royal or conspicuous blood, but by his
ability in war, and political conduct in peace, has
raised himself fo the-highest dignity in lfs nation,
and lhis alliance is now courted by sovereign and
foreign states. Of this therc are rccent instances,
as he had had, within the last threc weeks, several
private letters and public despatches from Congress
soliciting his attendance at Philadelphia on matters

of high importance; but after. consulting Col. Gor--

don, commandent of all the British troops in Upper
‘Canada, he excused himself, and declined to accept
the invitation. He just now enjoys a pension and
Captain’'s half pay, from the British Government,
and scemed to keep quite staunch by it, but a person
of his great political talents ought to be carefully
looked after ; at the samec time I am convinced that
he bears no good will to the American States,
and scems to be much rejoiced at the drubbing their
troops got from the Indians on the 4th of ‘last
- November, when, by the Indian account, 1800 of
them were killed on the spot, but by the American,
only 800, including the wounded ; the former is
nearest tho truth and gains most credit here. By
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comparing the numbers brought to the field, with

“those that remained after the action, which is the

surest way to judge, their Joss must have excceded
1600. I saw a muster roll'and returns of some of
the companies,and examined if there were any Scotch
names among them, and could find none but one
Campbell, who it would appear by their orderly
book, was among those that deserted, of whom there
were a great many. My rcason for examining this
80 pn.rtxcularly was, that I was informred the Amen-

can army was mostly ¥riide up of Scotch and Irish )

emigrants, to whom Congress promised free lands
at the close of the Indian war, in the event they
would engage in it— Capt. Green, of the twenty-sixth
regiment, who held the ‘orderly book, made the sanré
remark 1n regard to names, so that I am happy that
the report wasill-founded. Capt. Brant who is well ac-
quainted with European manners, received us with
much politencss and hospitalify. Here we found
two young married ladies with their husbands, on a
visit to the family, both of them very fair com-
plexioned and well looking women. But when Mrs.

_ Brant.appeared superbly. dressed in the Indian fash-

ion, the elegance of her person, grandeur of her Iooks,
and deportment, her large mild black eyes, symmetry
and harmony of her expressive features, though
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much darker in complexion, so far surpassed them
as not toadmitofthesmallest comparison betweén the
Indian and the fair Earopean ladies. I could not in
her prescnce so much as look at them without mark-
ing the differenco. Her blanket was made up of
silk, and the finest English- cloth, bordered with a
narrow strip of embroidered lace, her sort of jacket
and scanty petticoat of the same stuff, which came
down only to her knees ; her garters or leggins of
the finest scarlet, fitted close as a stocking, which i ‘
showed to advantage her stout but remarkably fine .
formed limbs, her moccasins (Indian shoes) orna-
mented with silk’ribbons and beads. Her person
is about five feet nine or ten inches high, as straight
and proportionable as can be, but inclined to be
jolly or lusty. She understands, but does not speak,
English. I have often addressed her in that langunge,
but she always answered in the Indian tongme.
They have a fine family of children. I remarked of
" one fine looking boy, about eight years old, thathe
was like his mother. His father said he was so, and
that he was glad of it ; that he was a good scholar
and a good hunter ; that he had already shot several
pheasants and other birds ; that he and $wo other
boys of the same age, had been lately—~a the woods
with their guns, that they supposed they had found
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the track of a deer which they followed too far, got
‘wet, and becamg cold ; that, however, young as they
were, they put up a firc and warmed. thomselves
and returned home ; that before they arrived, their
toes were frost bitten, of which he was then not quite
recovered. 1 mention this circumstance to show .
how early_tlic young Indians are bred to the chase,
. and the indtance of their carly being bred to war is,
that I mysclf saw "a rifled barrelled gun taken by an
Indian boy from an American, whom he shot dead
in the action of the 4th of November last, and he
was allowed to keep it on account of his gallant be-
haviour. Ten was on’ the table when we came in,
served’ up on the handsomest china plate, and
every other fui:n_iture in proportion. After tea was
over, we were entertained with the music of an ele-
ganthand organ on which a young Indian gentleman
and Mr. Clinch playedatternately. Supper was served
up in the same genteel style. Our beverages were
brandy, Port and Madeira wines. Capt. Brant made
several apologies for his not being able to sit up
- with us so) long as we wished, being a little out of
order; and we being fatigued after our journey went
4 timecously to rest; our beds, sheets, and English
blankets were fine and comfortable.
“Next day being Sunday, we, the visitors,went to
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church. The service was given out by an Indian,
1n the absence of the minister, who was indisposed,
and I never saw more decorum or attention paid in
any church in all my life. The Indian squaws sung
" most charmingly, with & musical Voice, I tbink
peculiar to themselves. Dinner was just going on

the table in the same clegant styleas the preceding .

night, when I returned to Capt. Brant’s houso, the
servants dressed in their best apparel. Two slaves

attended the table, the one in searlet, the other in -

coloured clothes with silver buckels in their shoes,
and ruffles, and every other part of their apparel
in proportion. After dinner Capt. Brant, that he
might not be wanting in doing me the honors of his
nation, directed all the young warrigrs to assemlle
in a certain large house, to show me the war dance,
to which we all adjourned about night fall. Such
.as were at home of the Indians appeared, superbly
dressed in their most showy apparel glittering with
silver in all the variety of shapes and forms of their
fancies, which made a dazzling appearance. The
pipe of peace, with long white feathers, £nd that of
. war, with red feathers equally long,were’ exhibitedin
their first war dance, with shouts and war whoops re-
sounding to the skies.

«The Chief himself held the drum, beat time, and
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often joined in the song with a certain cadence to
which they kept time. The variety of forms into’
which. they put their bodies, and the agility with
which they, changed from one strange position to-
“another was really curious fo an European eye not
accustomed to such & sight. ’
- “Several warlike dances were performed whleh the
Chief was at particular pains to explain te me,' but
still I could not understand, or sec any affinity ex-
cepting m the “epgle attack,” which indeed had
some resemblance. After the war dances were over—
which took up about two hours,.as the whole exhibi-
tion was performed in honor of me, being the only
stranger; who they were told by my fellow travellers
meant to pubjsh my travels on my return home
which they judged of hy the notes I took of every-
thing I saw, though in reality I had no such thing
in view at the time—I was desired by Mr. Clinch to
make a speech, and thank them for their handsome
perfernances.  As this could not be declined with-
- cut giving offence, I was obliged to get up, and told
them I would address them in the Indian language
of my own country, and said in Gaelic, ‘That,I had
fought in many parts of Europe, killed many men,
and beingnow in America, Idid not doubt but I would
ﬁ«ht with- them yet, partxcularly ifthe Yankees at-
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tacked us.’ My worthy friend, Capt. McNab,
explained in English my speech, as also did Capt.
Clinch, in the Indian tongue ; ut which they laugh-
ed very hcartllv No sooner was the war dance
over than they began theéir own native, and civil
* ones, in whieh Capt. Brant andI joined. He placed
me between two hindsome young squaws, and him-
self between other fsvo. In this way we continued

for two hours more, with6ut coming.off the floor, .

dancing and singing. He himself keeping time all -
along, which all the rest followed in the same cad~
cnce. The sc[rpentme dance is admirably curious ;
onc takes lead, representing the head, and the otheks
follow one after the other joined, hand in hand,.an
before the close of the dance we were put in all the
folds and forms a.serpent ¢an be in. After this,
and every other dance peculiar to their nation was
over, we began Scotch reels, and I was much sur-
prised to see how neatly they danced them. Their
persons are perfectly formed for such ‘exercise. The

- men, from the severity of their hunting execursions,
arc rather thin, but tall and straight, and well pro-
portioned, extremely agile and supple. The women
much fairer in their complexion, plump andinclined

" to be lusty.

“ Here we continued untxl near day-hght I told
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Capt. Brant thatin my country at all country wed-
dings’and f"ohcs it was customary to_kiss both be-
fore” and ‘after every dance. He said it was a
stranve, though an a.greea.ble cnstom, but that it
would’ néver do “here ; I suppose owing to the
jealousy"of the men. I had bought two gallons of
rum, to entertain them, and he had ordered six bot-
tles of Madeira wine from his own house, and would
hardly allow the other gentlemen and myself to take
any other liquor. ‘By my being in a manner under
the hecessity of drinking grog with the young In-
dians and squaws, I got tipsy, though.I, and one
young Indian were the ohly persoms present in the
least affected. As for the squaws I could hardly
get them to taste, however warm they mlght be with
dancing: /,

¢When Capt. Brant observed the young Indmn was
affected with what he had drank, requested I should
give him no more, taxed him with being drunk, and

,8aid he must turn him out of the company if he did

not take care what he was about.

“ On the whole I do not remember Iever passed a ’
night in my life I enjoyed more. Everything was .,
new to me, #nd striking in its manner ; the old

Chief entered into al the frolics of the young peo-
ple, in which I was-obliged to join. But the other -
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gentlemen, to whom none of these things were new,
Iooked on, and only engaged now a.nd then in the
reels. After passing the mght in ﬂns .agreeable
manner, and I being a good deal faﬁgued w:tﬁ
drinking and dancing, we retired to rest. ’
¢ Captain Brant showed me a brace of double bar-
relled pistols, a curious gun, and a silver hilted
dagger he had got in presents from noblemen- and
gentlemen in England, when he was in that country
on an embassy from his own and other Indian na-
. tions. Each of the double barrelled pistols had but
one lock, the hammer of which was so broad as to
cover the two pans and two touch holes, so that
both shots would go off at once ; and when he had
a mind to fire but one barrel at a time, there was a
slip of iron which by a slight touch covered one of
the pans so as that only,whlch was uncovered would
gooff. The gun being sufﬁclently chargéd would fire
fifteen shots in the space of half & minute.

“ The construction of this cunous piece was as -
near as I can describe it as follows There was a
powder chamber or - magazine adjoming to the
lock, which would hold fifteen charges, another
-eavity for as many balls, and a third for the
priming, and by giving- one twist round to a sort
of handle, on the left hand side opposite the lock,

ST LT s L

1
e ‘.'{*e?‘s1‘71-1'.»—:':?‘~*,-t,«5;="-::-,




102 LPPENDIX.

: 4
the gun would be loaded from these magazines,
primed and cocked, so that the fifteen charges
¢ould be fired, one after another, in the space of
half a minute, at the same time he might fire but one
or two shots, less or.more of them, as lLie chose. He
said there was something of the work within wrong
so that he could not get it to ‘fire more than eight
shots without stopping. He tried it at a mark, and
said it shot very well. Of the dagger he said it was
the most useful weapon in action he knew—that it
was far better than a tomahawk ; -that he was once
obliged to strike a man four or five -times with a
tomahawk before he killed him, owing to hurry and
not striking him with the fair edge, whereas he
never missed with the dagger. Others told me that
he was not over scrupulous or sparing on these-
occasions. Another instance he said was that he
liad seen two Indians with spears or lances attack a
man, one on each side ; thaf just as they pushed
to pierce him throngh the body, he seized on the
speais, one in each hand; they tugged and pulled
to no purpose, until a third person came up and
dispatched him. This could not be donc to a dagger
and of course it was by odds the better weapon..

¢ Mr. Clinch, who is a young -man of liberal
education, served through the last war in the Indian

!

LI~ - B W |

TR R Y

e ¥a

elc
he

tr

su
de.

hr

ex
ne
sec
the
wo



APPENDIX. 108

Department and was on many expeditions along with
" Capt. Brant. They put one another in mind of

many strange adventurcs ; among others that of

having oncg brought boys and & number of wemen
and girls prisoners to Detroit, and so served the
whole settlement which was much in want of fe-
males.  The description of the consequences gave
me a lively idea of the rape of the Sabine women
by the first settlers of Rome, but the difference was
great, for here the former husbands and lovers had
been killed. A tailor in this place told me he was
one of the'boys captured on the occasion; that his
eldest brother and father werw killed. The latter after
he had been taken prisoner and brought a great
part of the way; had got fatigued and could not
travel, on which he was tomahawked by the Indians.
I cannot see how the necessities of war can warrant
such barbarities to women and children indepen-
dent of the crueltyshown to men and prisoners.
‘“Another story of Capt. Brant’s, relating to
hunting, was, that himself and another being on an
expedition with a large party to the south, and
nearly run out of provisions, and dreading the con-
sequences, had gone a hunting on horseback ; that
they preferred small to large game, as the small
would be the exclusive property of him who killed it

-
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‘whereas the large game must be equally divided
among the party. That they rode on through the
woods, and at last fell in with a large flock of
turkeys, and galloped after them as fast as they
could, until they obliged the turkeys to take wing
and get upon trees, when the party a.lhghted from
threir horses, and shot seventeen fine turkeys with
which they returned to camp. They all shot with
rifles. Lieut. Turner, of the first regiment _con-
tinental troops, was tiie only officer taken prisoner
by the Indians in the action of 4th November, 1791,
who survived the slaughter of his countrymen. He
told me that when he was taken prisoner among
the Indians he was one day permitted to go along
with them to the woods on, a hunting party. That
» they soon fell in with turkeys. The Indians pur-
sued on foot ag fast as they. could, running, fal-
ling and hollowing all the time .to freighten the
- birds, and when -they had thus got them on trees,
they shot many of them. . Several other persons
‘told me that this was the surest way to get them.
They are so tame,-or stupid, when they are in the
trees_as to stand perhaps till the last be killed.
Wherea.s, on the.ground, they were so quick sighted
. an& fleet, that in an instant they were out of sight.
An old turkey cock will outrun any man on the
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giound. Another method practised is that of watchiné
them on the ground until they get up to roost in the
treesn the evening, when the sportsmen may
shoot on until the last in the flock be killed.

“With Capt. Brant I had a conversation upon

religion—introduced by him indeed and not by me.
He said that we were told, everyone that was not a
Christian would go to hell ; if so, what would be-
come of the miserable souls of many Indians who
never heard of Christ ; asked if I believed so, and
what I thought of it ? I frankly told him that if
all the saints and priests on earth were tw tell me
50, I would not believe them. With such as were
instructed in the Chrigtian religion, and did not
conform to its precepts, I did not doubt but would
fare the worse ; that I believed that it might be so
with those of any other religion; but I supposed it
was a matter of little moment in the omnipotent
éye pf the Creator of the universe, whether he was
worshxpped on Snndays in the church, or on Satur-
days'in the mosque; and that the grateful tribute of

every one would be.received however different the -

- mode of offering it might be; that every one has
only to account for those actions which he knew
to be wrong at the time of committing them; but
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for these, that surely a time of reckoning would
come. - ! :

““He spoke of the Virgin Mary, and her husband
Joseph, and even of our Saviour, in a way that in-
duced me to waive the subject. It, however, showed
the difficulty of converting these pcople from the
early prejudice -of education. But his discourses
brought to mind a conversatipn on traditionary
rumors that passed between Ossian, the son of Fin-
gal, and Patrick, the first Christian Missionary he
had seen. .

¢ Before I take leave of this ¢harming country
and the honor done me by the rcnowned -Chief, and

-his warlike tribe of handsome young warriors, all

of the Mahowk nation, I must not omit saying
that it appears to me to be the finest country I have
as yet seen ; and by every information I have had
none -are more so in all America. :

_ “ The plains arc very extensive, with few trees
here and there interspersed, and so thinly scattered
as not to require any clearing and hardly sufficient
for the necessaries of the farmer. The soil is rich,
and a deep clay mould. The riveris about 100 yards
broad, and navigable for large battors to Lake Erie,
a space of sixty miles; excepting for about two miles,

of what are here called rapids, but in Scotland
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would be called ““fords,” and in which the battors
are easily poled up against any little stream there
may be. Abundance of fishare caught here in certain
seasons, particularly in the spring, such as stur-
geon, pike, pickerel, maskinonge, and others pecu-
liar to this country ; and the woods abound with
game. The habitations of the Indians are pretty
close together on each side of the river, as far as I

_ could see, with a very few white people interspersed

among them married to squaws, and others of half
blood, their offspring.

““The church in the village is elegant, the school
house commodious—both built by the British Gov-
ernment, which annually orders a great many pre-

" gents to be distributed among the natives: amuni-

tion, and warlike stores, of all the necessary kinds;
saddles, bridles, kettles, cloth, blankets, tomahawks

with tobacco-pipes in the end of them; othex .

things and trinkets innumerable, visions and

-gtores, so that they may live, and T be; as the

saying is, ‘happy as the day is long.’

. “February 18th. When Capt. Brant found that
we would be away, he ordered his sled to be got
ready and after breakfast he and Mrs. Bran{ aec-
companied us the length of ten or twelve miles to
the house of an Indian who had & kitchen and
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store room, clean floors anﬁ 0la:ss wmabWs, crops,
and cattle in proportion, whc1e we* put up to warm
ourselves. Capt. Brant brourrhﬁ sonie “wine, rum,
and cold meat, for the comp mﬁ ‘After refrcshmﬂ'
ourselves, we bade adieu to our hospitable and re-
nowned host, and his elegant squaw, and bounded on
our journey along the banks of the Grand River.

“The land seemed-extremely good aswe came
along. The first village of Indians, the next of white
people, and so on alternately, as far as I have been,
and for all I know, to the side of the lake. The
Indians in this pa.rt of the country seem to be of
different nations, Mohawks, Cherokees, Tuscaroras,
and Mississagoes.

¢ I called at different villages, or cattles ag they '
are called here, and ‘'saw the inhabitants had large:

quantities of Indian corn drying in every hcuse, sus-
pesided in the roof; and in every corner of them. We
put up at the house of Mr. Ellis, who treated us
very hospitably.

« February 14th. We went a visiting for sever-
al miles down the river side and dined at the honse
of a half-pay officer, a Mr. Young, who had served
in the last war as a Lieutenant in the Indian De-
partment, married to a squaw, sister to one of the
Chiefs of the Mohawk nation, who succeeded Capt.

ra
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David. This gentleman, of Dutch extraction, used

me with marked attention and hospitality. Messrs.
Clinch, Forsyth and I stayed with him that night
playing whist, cribbage, and other games. ’

«“Here I for the first time played cards with a
squaw. Next morning he conducted us in his own
sied the length of Mr. Ellis’s. He told us thata
fow days ago a wolf killed a deer on the ice near
" his house, and showed us the remains of a tree
which, before if fvas burnf, measured twenty- elght
feet in circumferenee. 3

¢ February 15th. We set out frém Mr. Young 8;
‘crossed a forest of about twenty miles without a
seftlement ; fell.-in with Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
Patton, a Mr. Henry and his wife, and some sleds
loaded with grain going to mill. Here we all stop-
ped to bait our horses at the side of a stream -or
creek ; made a fire and dined upon such victuals as
- we brought along with us, in a shade, put up by
some trading Indians.

«J saw the track of a decer as we came along
and where one of them was dragged on a hand
sled or.tobogan, on the snow.

¢« Mr. and Mrs. Patton invited our company to
their house, to which we readily agreed. Mrs. Patton
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is a very well looking, agreeable young lady, and be
himself a good, plain sort of mah.

« We arrived about night-fall, and after refresh-
ing ourselves with some tea,-and some glasses of
Port and Madeira wines, the card tables were pro-
duced on which we played till supper time.

«In this and indeed every place we had been
in, we were genteelly and hospitably entertained.

* <« February 16th. After breakfast we set out
from Mr. Andrew-Patton’s, and bade adieu to him
and his amiable wife. Called at Major Tinbrook’s,
and dined at Squire McNab’s. Heré we were told
that a party of pleasure had gone from Niagara, and
the barracks, to mcet us on our return from ‘the
Grand River, at a place called the Cheapway, three
miles above the Grand Falls, and have a dance
there that night, which would disappoint them much
in the event we did not appear. Capt. McNab
insisted on my being there in particular, for reasons
he said, I could not well dispense with.

__ «T therefore agreed, and iny particular friend,

““the Squire, was good enough” to furnish me with

his carriage and a couple of good horses.  This
Mr. McNab is a gentleman of genteel and indepen-
dent property—is a justice of-the peace, which gives
him the title of Squire, and & mrember of the Land

4
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Board. After dinner, we all set out. I with Mr.

Johnston Butler, called at his father's (Col. of that

name); from theénce to Captain Clinch’s,%ph Mes-
sessagoe Point, opposite Niagara Fort. From
thence again in one carriage to the Clippewca, where
we arrived about eight o’clock at fight—two and
twenty miles from the place we dinedat. Here we
drank tea, supped, played cards, and danced until
dayligilt. In the morning I took Mr. Forsyth,
Lieut. Daniel, and McKen#zie, of the twenty-sixth
regiment into my sled. Breakfasted at Mi. Binckes
house, who has some saw and grist mills on a
small stream cut out from the side of the great
river. Stopped at the Grand Falls, and saw them
for the second time. Called at Mr. Hamilton’s and
arrived in the evening at Niagara.

¢“M4rch 4th. Before I take leave of Niagara,
I must not omit to express my obligations and ac-
knowledgments to my very particular friends
Messrs. McNab, Mr. Hamilton and famfly, Mr.
Dickson, Merchant, Poet§ Moore and Kerr, Messrs.
Crooks and Forsyth, Mr. Clark, store-keeper, Mr.
Farquarson, commissary ; Mr. Johnson, Indian In-
terpreter, Mr. Clinch, Capt. Law, and his son apd
young Mr. Alexander McNab. Did I particulariie
every mark of attention and hospitality of these gen-

/



119 | LPPF BIQIX.

tlemen-to strangers which l'gr-n) s“?l expenenced toa
very lngh dcgreg, and how mauy bhappy mghts I
spent with them in that place at assomblies, cnter-
{ainments and card parties,]I should make a dif-
.{use narrution ofit; but I therefore suffice to say -
that $.am rg'xtremely sensible of their politeness, and

. will alwa¥s make grateful acknowledgments.

“ I must also express my obligations to Capt.
Cawpbell, of the Twenty Sixth Reg't., and fumily,

Coloncl Goxdon Capts. Bygraee and Hope, Lxeuts. :
Danicl, Doyres, Duke, and to wy travelling com*-
panion dnd fellow sufferer on the Lakes Lieut.
William MecKay.

¢ Nc'u the village of \cw Jolhnstone is the seat
of the' late Sir William Johnstone,~Baronct, of
whom the inhabitants speak* to this day thh the
higheést gratitude and respect. He died & year or
two before the breaking out of the. war. He was a
man of unbounded power in this country. Affabi-
lity and generosity were his distinguishing qualities.
He had a'large propertyin land, and was to the In-
dians as well as to the Scotch inhabitants a father
and a friend. To him they looked up for relief in
all their mstres" and wants. He Lept a squaw,
now called old Miss Molly, sister to the famous Gapt.
Joseph Brant, by whom Le .had sevcral children,
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male and female, now in hfe; to cack of whom he
bequeathed at his death 1500 pounds,*besides leav-
ing a large sum to the mother who now lives at
Niagara.

eIt is said the sons are somewhat wild and
savor a little of the Indian; but that the daughters

have the mild dispositions and manners of the
Europeans. Onc of them is well married. I'have .

often been in her hiouse and been very genteclly enter-
tained. She is the best dancer I think I have ever
scen perform. Her husband is a particular fricnd and
countryman of my own, is Surgeon to the Indian
rtment in the District of Nossa, with a salary
of abput 200 pounds a year from the Government.

Toctross the bLreed of any species, of creatures is

eemed an advantage, but I am_ convineed it can be
to none more than the human species. I do not
remember to have 'seen an instance where a white-

: man and an Indian women did not produce hand-

some c]nldrem Thousands of examples of this kind
might be given. The famous and handsome Capt.

~Davul and the present My. Brant afford striking in-

stances of this kind and of whom I have spoken in
another place The greatest warriors and most con-
spicuous characters among the- Southern Indians
now at war with /(he Americans are half blood
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They retain the expressive features, the fine large .
black eyes, hair and eyebrows of the Indian, with a hic
much fairer tint of skin, which are easily discernable frc
even to the third generation if not longer. . for
“Sir William, lived in great splendor, in this “1!‘
place. In his family were slaughtered 100 fat hogs ‘ . g
and 24 oxen annually, and everythmg eYse was in of1
proportion. ’ bri¢
¢ Sir William was wont tosay that he was born ed
in Ireland, but tkat his father when a boy came sam
from Glencoe in Scotland, and that he deemed him- use
& self of that country. Th nstones, or as they were - ther
%é’f - called in Gaelic La ons of Glencoe, now was
‘g“é McDonalds, were anciently a very warlike race, and -’ life
= in times of barbarism not the least so of their neigh- whe!
% 7 bors; but it is somewhat singular that scarcea orie bf Ne
# - of them who left his country in efrly life, and is- him.
% “. sued outr into the world to push his .fortunes, but 80 at
é made a‘tilstmgmshed figuré, in. it. Their vein of Liked.
o - poetry was such that any one of them who could not - settle
% compose -extempore in ‘thyme was deemed a bye to his
Ed leap, but that practice, which was then much in use est, Ii
; and shone very conspicuous in them, is now discon- ish ge:
N titined and their genius in that line is no better: were
: than othérs. Sir William had the distribution of _§ .andye
thie King’s gratuities and stores to the Indians, and - J . distres
: ’ © .. R ° handi
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his manner of distributing them was very different
from what is now practised. When an Indian came
for his presents he was -earried into the store and
allowed to choose for himself, which pleased him i

, mightily, and he often went off with & few trinkets ‘
of little value. At present I have seen saddles,
bridles, &c., given to Indians who had never cross-

ed a horse, and many other things given in the

same way of as little utility to them; and the first

use the possessors made of them was to dispose of

them to the first bidder at half value. Sir William

was 80 remarkably beloved, that if he had been in

life when the war broke out it was supposed the
whole inhabitants of the back parts of the Province

of New York would have risen in arms along with

him. His son, Sir John, was more distant and not-

so affable in his manners, and of course not so well
liked. However, thegreatest part of the young Scotch
settlers, besides some Irish and Germans, adhered

to his fortunes ; and he raised a corps of the smart-

est, liveliest, and the most useful troops in the Brit-

ish gervice. Their sufferings were very great; they .
were often obliged to eat horses, dogs and ecats, .

. and yet were never heard to complain, if they could -

. distress their enemies. They and the Iridians went
* hand in hand; the former led on by a son of
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Col. Butler, a gallant young officer, who was
killed in the war ; .and the latter by the intrepid
‘Capt. Brant. This chosen corps, this band of bro-
thers, was rarely knewn to be worsted in any skir-
mish or action, though often obliged to retire and
betake themselves to the wilderness, when superior
forces cameagainst them. Sir John's corps and But-
ler's Rangers, were very distrossing to the back set-
tlers. Their advances and retreats were equally
sudden and astonishing, and to this day the Ameri-
cans say they might as easily have found a parcel
of wolves in the woods, as them, if once they en-
tered it. That the first notice of their approach,
was them in sight, and of their retreat, their being
out gf reach.
" “These two bodies were chiefly made up of
Indians and Scotch Highlanders who adbered
closely to their country’s cause, and such of them as
survived the war are now settled in Upper Canada.
I have known many of them, both officers and sol-
‘diers, and the sccount they gave of the fatigue and
sufferings they underwent is hardly credible, were
it not confirmed by one and all of them.”







