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MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number increases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

is just the kind of school l)m) have been
looking for. It is NOT ONE OF THE
MOST EXPENSIVE 1s, but it is
ONE OF THE BES It stands for
health, inspiration, refinement, vigor,
sincerity and good sense in the educa-
tion of girls and young women.

For CATALOGUE address —

PRINCIPAL W ARNER, St, Thomas, Ont.

and Ontario Conservatory of

m’ Music and Art, Whitby, Ont,
o od lled:’l:arnn:ofh&rc‘puﬁ

..m el 01

M“ tial he of English aristoaracy.

The latest and b-! uipment in every depart-
ment, bucked up by the largest and siag
#pecialists to be found ln my ~imilar oollq-
ada. sumcun ny e city ‘o enjoy

covwwu ete. d yol away from Ih
dlnmunnl. In l'n nunoq;(nn and u

most g‘-‘
stamina. Send for new illustrated c‘hnﬁl‘
REV. J. J. HARE, Ph.D., Prinelpak

ALBERT GOI.LEO o

Business 8chool Founded 1877,

Practical and thorough. Five complete courses. Many
erduates Sooupying {mportant. places a8 book: keepers

and shor!
pays boud, mom tuition, llael.du light, use of
, mnasium and baths, all but books Ildrymic lo'
weeks —longer time at same nu poeh.l
$o ministers. or to two or more entering at the same :l-c
ily or plw A specialist in Book ke
pert

and & specialist in
. 'rmumhmmn-umuy
ist in_the work. high character
of the College 1o & 1 Kusrantee of thoro nn-

Catalogue with s nmanship, FREE,
Addre s, PRINCIPAL DYER, ... Befleville, Ont

HOW TO BRING MEN TO CHRIST.- B] R
A Torry.... .60
CRIPPLE TOM,—or, Knowing is Loving avd
Loving is doing. By Mrs. W. Searle,
per doz. ]
HOW TO MAKE A S8UCCESS OF CHRIST-
AN LIFE.—By R. A. Torrey, per doz... .16
| S8HOULD GO TO CHURCH, Why, When,
Where? By Rev. Juo. Philip, pet doz. .18
THE COMMERCIAL TRAVELLER. R)‘ the

late Rev. Thos. Bone, per doz........... I8
HUNTING FOR HEIRS.—By the late Rev.
Thos. Bone, per doz Y

WHAT I8 IT TO BELIEVE ON CHRIST 7
By J. W. Chickering, n.p., per doz

UPPER CANADA TRACT SOCIETY

JAs. M. ROBERT=ON, Depositary
102 Yonge St. Toronto, Ont.

COWAN'’S
COCOA

Has a Dominion-wide Feputation

What the Boer Intended
to Say

A detachment of soldiers was engaged
in clearing a certain district in the
Orange River Colony of supplies, and
during  the operations Colonel Shove-
along’s staff officer came up to a Boer
farmer sitting at the door of his cottage,
with a large stack ol oat straw in the
background, 1 have orders either to
buy or destroy all forage and food in
this district,” said the officer. ‘I there-
fore give you notice that I am about to
set fire to that pile of oat straw.”

““Bod I tell you—"" began the stolid
Boer, as he removed his pipe from his
mouth

Oh you may as well know straight
off,” interrupted the officer, *‘ that resist-
ance and objection are alike futile.”

““Bod vould you blease—"" once more
began the farmer.

“1 can listen to no excuses; I have
neither time nor inclination,” was the
impatient rejoinder of the officer as he
hurried away.

*“ Vell, my dear,” said the Boer to his
wife, as the stack of straw burst into
flame and the officer went on his way
rejoicing, ‘‘dose Khakis are strange
peoples. I vanted to d.ll him dot
vas de oat straw I huﬂ sold to de col-
onel half an hour ago.”

Thus saying, he meditatively jingled
the British sovereigns in his pockct,

Old-time School Committees

Fifty years ago the men who made up
the school committee in & rural com-
munity left something to be desired in
the natter of scholarship, but the Maine
worthies, sketched by W. 8. Knowlton in
““ The Old Schoolmaster,” must have con.
tributed not a little gaiety to the dull
round of teaching, While a certain com-
mitteeman came in Mr, Knowlton alwu s
reduced to & minimum the noise in tl
school of which he was the mnl@r, 80
as not to disturb the good man's slum-
bers. For he would sleep so placidly,
with such a childlike expression on his
face, that the young schoolmaster had
not the heart to disturb him.

When the time for speech-making came
a stick of wood was dropped upon the
ﬂnor to awaken him.

llc always commended the good or-
der,”” is Mr. Knowlton's shy comment.

“1 gave another man, who pretended
to know Greek, a German reader while

the class read Homer,” confesses Mr.
Knowlton, ‘‘and he did not know the
difference. He nld the class translated

admirably 1"

One man asked the pupils if they would
be ready to be examined the thirty-first
of SLpt.ember, and they said they thought
no

g ‘Well,” said he, ““ that day will con-
vene me best, and I hope you will be
ready.’

The pupils were too polite to qmlle.
and so ll!u- committeeman passed out of
the schoolhouse feeling sure that he had
carried a point, and had corrected Julius
Caesar and all the popes,

In one school eight weeks of the session |

and there were four weeks
superintendent  asked
part of the term had

had elapsed,
remeining. The
what fractional

passed.
by 'l'wn thirds,” answered the school.
“No,” said he, with a knowing look

upon them and a disapproving
upon the teacher. “ You are wrong. 1
will ask you again before I leave.”

When he was about to go he repeated |
the question, and the school gave the |

same answer,
* You are wrong again,” he said. *“ The
correct answer is eight-twelfths.”

scowl

J%~BE SURE

and txnmlnanmp ol our catalogue
if you have any o taking a
preparatory caune

Good Paying Position

We believe there is no school equal

to ours for methodic business
training and for ucl kood
uuum Wa mllm investigation

d compari;

Enter any um..- No vacations.

W

Yonge and Gerrard Sts.,
TORONTO

W. H. SHAW, « Principal.

q Anyone interested in
bicyeling will tell you
the new Doughty Pro-
cess Dunlop Bicycle
Tire is the most wel-
come improvement that
has been introduced
since the invention of
diamond frame safeties.
Look for the name embossed
on the tread.
THEY COST NO MORE.

Gypsy J‘mcth s

| Mission Hymnal
| A Collection of Sacred Songs, including

Church Hymns ard Gospel Songs
With Special Editions,

Price:
| In board binding, 85¢c per copy, postpaid,
#8.00 per dozen, carringe extra.

WILLIAM BRIGGS
29-33 Richmond St. West, TORONTO.

8. F. Humsms, Halifax.

©. W. Coares, Montreal,
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A. C. CREWS, Editor.

Vol. IX.

A Song of Triumph
BY MRS, VOKES,

Soon may the last glad song arise

Through all the millions of the skies,
That song of triumph which records
That all the earth is now the Lord’s.

Let thrones and powers and kingdoms be
Obedient, mighty God, to Thee ;

And over land, and stream, and main,
Wave Thou the sceptre of 1 reign.

0, that the anthem now might swell,
And host to host the triumph tell,
That not one rebel heart remains,
But over all the Saviour reigns !

Martyr’s Memorial.— -The Martyr's
Memorial C i to the ies
and laymen in China has turned over to
the Shanghai Y. M.C.A. its fund of $7,000
to provide in the new building an audi-
torium to be known as “ Martyr's Hall,”
and to be the meetmg place of mberde-

g! con

Ld

Luxury of 5-vlng Life.—* One dol-
lar will save a life in China,” says the Des
Moines News, indorsing the President’s
appeal for aid from America for the
15,000,000 of starving Chinese, The
Chicago Tribune explains that “one dol-
lar will go as far to support life in China
as ten here,” adding a strong plea for
generous contributions, or at least small
contributions from many. “ Give your-
self this bit of self. indulgence, it urges—
““the luxury of saving life.”

H

A Remarkable Woman.—One of
the most distinguished women in
China today is a talented Chinese
lady, Dr. Wong who graduated with
honors from Trinity Medical College,
Toronto, in 1906. Her father was for
forty years native pastor of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church in Shanghai, and
always had a great desire that his daugh-
ter should receive a medical education.
Through the influence of Dr. Barrie the
girl came to Toronto and began her
studies, residing with Dr. and Mrs. F. C,
Stephenson. In the month of April she
was almost completelv ignorant of Arith-
metie, Algebra, Euclid or Latin, but in
October of the same year she passed
her matriculation examination, and
entered upon the study of medicine. She
now holds a mspomlbla position in the
g, China,
where she receives 2 ,500 for three hours’
work every morning.  For the rest of the
day she is free to attend to general
practice. This accomplished woman is a

conferences,

Gover lin
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fine example of what has been done by
the Christian Mission Schools for girls
in China.

]

Travelling in  China. - China is
steadily improving the means of com-
munication from one part of the empire
to another. The post-office is more eflici-
ent, the number of officers jumping from
176 four years ago to over 1,300 to-day.
Railroads are being rapidly built or laid
out. What is more important, the
Chinese are doing a large amount of this
themselves, partly because they need the
railways and partly to keep the foreigners
out. A traveller can go from Hankow
to Peking overland in Q.hirt.y-s'*x hours,
instead of taking a month as formerly.
The railway from Shanghai to Nanking
is being rapidly connected.

X

Causes of Famine,—Speaking of the
causes of famine—already comparatively
well known in this country—Mr. Wm
T. Ellis says :

* Heavy summer rains, the overflowing
of the banks of all streams and of the
Graund Canal, simply flooded the country
and made of promising rice and grain
fields only a desert waste of water. The
crops were utterly ruined. ltisof inter-
est that in this section of China wheat
and maize as well as rice are grown ;
that is why cornmeal and flour, the
former even the more acceptable of the
two, is the popular form of relief. The
Chinese live closer to actual starvation
than it is possible for the Westerner to
comprehend ; they are always poor. So
the failure of the crops—not to mention
the destruction of their homes by flood—
at once placed them in a state of actual
destitution which can only be relieved
when the wheat crop is harvested in July.
Meanwhile, owing to lack of seed, only
half of the spring wheat crop has been
planted.”

LJ

A Striking Testimony.—Mr. Wm.
T. Ellis, a Philadelphia journalist, who is
Jjourneying around tho world, gives the
following striking testimony to the value
of missionary work in Japan: 1 have
met personally 250 missionaries, of all
creeds, stationed in every part of Japan,
I have seen them at work and at
play. T have sought all the criticism
against them and their work that could
be heard. W herever | have learned of a
critie or g of the ies T
have tried to get the worst he had to say.
From scores of Japanese, Christian and
non- Chrlstmn, I have gleaned opmmnsul
the wi force. 8 ing all up 1

No. 4

ministry at home, Their devotion to
their work and to the welfare of the
Japanese is unquestioned. The results
of their labor are beyond doubt really
great. To say that their converts are
not genuine and their work superficial
is simply to betray a lack of knowledge
of conditions that are apparent to any
unbiased observer,”

L3

Men Wanted, —In speaking of the
Layman’s Movement for Missions, recently
inaugurated in New York, Samuel B,
Capen, LL.D., sends the following mes.
sage to the Christian Endeavor Werld .
*The Christian Endeavor Movement and
the Young People’s Missionary Move
ment are helping to train our young men
and women to be mmrvutwl in world-wide
The Student Vol Move-
ment is enlisting the students for per-
sonal service abroad. What we most
need, in addition to these, is to reach the
men of to-day who are doing the world’s
work and are in the thick of the fight.
They have the money, and for their own
sake and for Christ’s they ought to give
themselves, with their means, more gen-
erously to missionary service. The prayer
at the opening of this second century of
foreign missions should be that our own
laymen may plan and give worthily of
the passion of the cross. This is the
meaning of the new movement just in-

augurated in New York City.”

Summer Conierences,—At the An-
nual Meeting of the Board of Managers
of the Young People’s Missionary Move-
ment, held on January 9th, in New York,
the dates for the Summer Conferences of
1907 were selected. The places and dates
are as follows: Lake Geneva, Wis., June
26th to July 3rd ; Southern Conferenee,
June 28th to July 7th ; Whitby, Ontario,
July 4-12 ; Silver Bay, N.Y., July 19-28 ;
Silver Bay Special Conference for Sunday
School Workers, July 12-18,

K

A Good Rule.The Brotherhood of
Andrew and Philip has two rules, the
rule of prayer and the rule of service.
The rule of service is simple but tremend-
ously important, It reads: “The Rule
of Service is to make personal efforts to
bring men and boys within hearing of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as set forth in
the services of the church, prayer-meetings
and men’s Bible classes.”

L3
A Matter of Course. — The great
work of Christianity is to give the world
a real chance to know the Saviour. That
was all the work the Church had in the
There was nothing else to

Y
am bound to say that the missionaries
as a whole grade higher than even the

8
do. The first Christians were mission-
aries as a matter of course,
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Robert Morrison and His Enduring Monument

T is just one hundred years ago since Robert Morrison set
foot on Chinese soil as a missionary of the Cross. This
significant event is now being celebrated all over the

Christian world and special reference made in the press to
the valuable work of this pioneer missionary who did so much
for the evangelization of China by translating the Word of
God into the native language,

He was born at Morpeth, England, of Scottish parentage.
Converted early in life he became a devoted student of the
Bible. Even when at his work of last-making he always had
a Bible or some other good book spread out before him, and
was frequently seen pacing the garden in silent prayer or deep
meditation. It is interesting to note that in 1799 he borrowed
and read a missionary magazine, which had some influence in
in directing his career. The studious lad pursued his educa-
tion under difficulties, but he had a determined spirit which
overcame all obstacles,

When he first thought of becoming a missionary he was
disposed to go to Timbucto with Mungo
Park. It wasa good thing for China
that this original intention was not
carried out.

Before leaving his native land, Mor
rison, like Livingstone, was anxious to
carry with him all the practical know
ledge he could find time to acquire,
He cave some attention to medicine,
and diligently visited St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hospital, with, we may suppose,
tender sympathy and kind words for
its suffering inmates. He also walked
to the Observatory at Greenwich daily,
where he studied astronomy with
Hutton. During the walk each way
he had genarally an open book in his
hand

So eager was Morrison to begin
work on the Chinese language that he
gladly availed himself, while in Lon-
don, of the services of a Chinese resi
ding there, who afterwards joined him
in the East.

He left for China on January 2&8th,
1807.  We get one brief but most in
teresting glimpse of him as he leaves
the borders of Christian civilization
to carry the torch of divine trath into pagan darkness,

After all matters had been arranged in the New York
shipping office, the owner wheeled round from his desk, and,
with a smile of superior sagacity, said: * And so, Mr
Morrison, you really expect that you will make an impression
on the idolatry of the great Chinese Empire!” ¢ No, sir,”
said Morrison, with greater sternness than he usually showed ;
“T expect God will.”

When he arrived in China little could be done openly to
advance his object, as the Chinese were liable to the penalty
of death for teaching their language to a foreigner ; but he
succeeded in getting instruction somehow, We can picture
him, a well-built, dignified looking man sitting with his
Chinese teacher, he himself clad in white jacket, with a
broad-brimmed straw hat. He would sit into the “small
hou with his dull earthenware lamp protected from the
strong hot breeze by an open volume of Henry's Commentary,
conning over the day’s gathering of fresh words and phrases,
while his Chinese teacher on duty (for he worked them in
relays when he could), in a curious nasal sing-song, would
chant over the lessons as they should be pronounced.

Morrison must have gone through an enormous amount of
work in the earliest years of his life in China. Lest he should
arrest attention, and so defeat his main purpose, he let his
nails and hair grow long, and wore a queue or pig-tail. He
ate his food with chop-sticks, and walked about clad in a
Chinese frock, and with the thick-soled peculiar looking shoes
of the country. Long before this a Jesuit missionary, Le
Comte, had wisely come to the conclusion which Morrison’s
experience compelled him also to adopt. *I am persuaded,”

REV. ROBERT MORRISON, D.D.
Pioneer Missionary to China.

said Le Comte, “ that, as to a missionary, the gurment, diet,
manner of living, and exterior customs ought to be sub-
servient to the great design he proposes to himself, to convert
the world.”

While Morrison was strenuously wrestling with Paganism,
and devoting himself throughout all to the better mastery of
the language, he lived in two small rooms, along with three
Chinese lads whom he tried to teach. They seem to have
been most unpromising specimens of the race, and indeed it
was not then possible to get respectable Chinamen as servants.
One of them, in a most ruffianly way, attacked him when
alone, tore his coat, and so abused him that he had to shout
for assistance. Sadly he came to the not unnatural conclu-
sion, as we find in his diary, “ That which is most desirable
if impracticable, namely to live with Chinese, have their
society at all times, hear their conversation, adopt their dress ;
in short, in everything that is not of a moral or religious
nature, to become a Chinese.” At this time his exclusion
from Chinese society was extreme, and
his sermons were generally addressed
to one individual,

His knowledge of the language led
to his appointment as official inter-
preter to the East India Company.
In this position he had many opportu-
nities of doing kind and Christ-like
services, not only to his own coun-
trymen, but also to the Chinamen and
to the merchants, shippers and seamen
doing business under other flags.

Mr. Milne, u scholarly man was
sent out to assist Mr. Morrison, and
dividing the work between them, they
set to their task in real earnest, and
before many years had passed the
Bible actually was published and cir-
culated in China. The once “impos-
siblo” had been honestly accomplished.
The difficulties of the Chinese lan-
guage had at last been conquered,
and against tremendous odds by those
valiant soldiers of the Cross.

When Morrison’s first translations
appeared, the London Missionary So-
ciety became greatly interested, and
voted £500 towards printing the Bible,
but almost immediately, by an edict, it was made a capi
tal crime to print Christian books in Chinese. This, how-
ever, did not discourage Morrison, who simply said: *[
must go forward, trusting in God.” His work was persis-
tently retarded by prohibitions, arrests and seizures of his
type and presses.

In speaking of the translation of the whole Bible, which
was completed in 1819, Dr. Morrison said: “T have studied
fidelity, perspicuity and simplicity, preferring common words
to rare and classical ones, and avoiding technical terms used
in pagan philosophy and religion. To have Moses, David,
the Prophets, Jesus Christ, and the Apostles declaring in
their own words to the inhabitants of this land the wonderful
words of God, indicates, I hope, the speedy introduction of a
happier era. Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the Word
of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.”

No wonder that congratulations poured in upon the suc-
cessful translator and his faithful assistant.

Morrison died in 1834, It is said of him that he possessed
“talents rather of the solid than of the showy kind; fitted
more for continuous labor than for sudden bursts of genius,”
and not much higher compliment could have been paid to
him. It is questionable if this great and good man made
personally many converts to Christinnity. No one did more,
however, to advance the cause of missions in China, and to
give them dignity and importance even in the eyes of the
most worldly merchants and statesmen. His warm friend,
Mr. Bridgman, preached his funeral sermon from the text,
“ Let me die the death of the righteous.” His monument is
the Chinese Bible,
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THE CANADIAN

A Wonderful New

BY MRS, DR,

UR New Year’s celebrations were marked by several
features indicative of the “ New Idea ” abroad in the
Empire. After the usual praise service in the morning

we gathered in the school grounds for drill, ealisthenic review
and sports, consisting of races, throwing shoulder stone and
foot ball. I wish the account could give you some experimental
share in the satisfaction those sports afforded us ; the pleasure
being not that some ran well but that any were willing to run
at all.  In this land of cast iron customs where a fow years
2go, no student, much less a graduate, would so far forget his
dignity as to hurry through the streets, however urgent the
need, imagine what it meant to us that day, when not only
boys, girls and young men but literary men of the second
generation, some of them over fifty years of age, were seen
taking off their long gowns and entering with great emthu-
siasm into the races. A little thing—nay, verily, a straw
shows which way the wind blows but this is more than a
straw, it is the quick pulse of new life coursing through the
veins of the erstwhile dead nation. Yes, China is awake. The
great stream of reform is rapidly gaining force, it will soon be
at the flood.

| And the women

I decided not to suggest such a radical

EPWORTH ERA. 101

Year’s Celebration
W. E. SMITH.

sight; her faithful persistency has been an inspiration to
me. We have after all many encouraging things.  Praise
God !

We had a concert after the usual Christmas dinner. One
of the features of which was an address by our new school
inspector, Mr, Chan, who gave us the benetit of his observa
tions and study during two years at college in Japan, We
were especially delighted with his appeal for patriotism. He
said, * Japan is a little kingdom, all their island territory not
50 great as our one province of Szchuan, yet they defeated us
a few years ago and the great Russian Ewpire later. Why?
because their love for country is str nger than their self love
When a Japanese soldier leaves for the front his relatives and
friends do not waste time in many platitudes as we do but
simply say *Good-bye, be brave and don't disgrace your
country.”  “You,” he continued, *‘are church members you
should be as careful for the honor and good name of your
church as for that of yourself or family.” Ts there not hope
for China when these sentiments have come to be spoken
by men of influence. We may indeed thank God and take
courage,

The remainder of the programme consisted of five-minute

COURTYARD OF THE GOSPEL HALL OF CHANG TEH, CHINA

measure for fear of giving offence, but our school teachcr pro
posed that they have a race. His wife—the young, sec'nded
wife of a man of letters—who came here a year ago with feet,
scarce three inches long, was willing and had his consent, to
Join in a race before all the men, women and children of the
church assembled. A miracle? Yes, indeed, was there ever
any greater! 1f those, who labored in the early years of
missions in this empire, could visit us to-day, would they
not say, “What has God wrought?” and rejoice with
& great joy over the ensured emancipation of women.
Truly, *“They rest from their labors but their works do
follow the

After the sports we distributed prizes, including those for
regularity of attendance, to both school children and women,
A Berean Cluster picture to the formerand a complete Bible
well bound to those of the latter who attended over seventy-
five per cent. of the time. One woman who walked more than
two miles, rain or shine, and was present over ninety per cent.
of the time received an additional prize. She ix an old woman
of fifty but has 1-arned to read this year in spite of poor eyes

talks on geography, history, etc., by the larger school boys
interspersed with music Ly the school children and one duet
by the only two of our women who have yet learned to
distinguish tones. They sang, * When He Cometh " and did
it well.  Altogether we felt that the celebration had been in
keeping with the spirit of the Christ man

The Wings of the Soul

If you will go to the banks of a little stream, and watch the
flies that come to bathe in it, you will notice that, while they
plunge their bodies in the water, they keep their wings high
out of the water ; and after swimming about a little while,
they fly away, with their wings unwet, through the sunny air.
Now that is a lesson for us. Here we are immersed in the
cares and business of the world, but let us keep the wings of
our soul, our faith, and our love, out of the world, that with
these unclogged, we may be ready to take our flight to heaven
— Christian Commonwealth,
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The Chinese Language and How it is Learned

BY R. 0. JOLLIFFE, B.A.

HE flrst year and a half of the miasionary's life on the
foreign fleld is spent in the study of the language, so
that it is appropriate to write somewhat of this inter-

esting work.  Of course, whatever [ may say of this language
—~spoken and read by more of humanity’s children than any
other tongue—is from the standpoint of a student, not an
authority, and not from obscrvation but gleaned from different
sources,

HOW WE BEGIN TO STUDY.

Perhaps some of you wonder what is our method of acquir
ing the language. The first necessity is a teacher, and almost
every missionary hasone. When
we are ready to commence study
we are introduced to our Chi
nese instructor, a man of the
literati. He speaks not a word
of English, we not a word of
Chinese. But the getting to
understand one another is one
of the greatest helps in study.
The teacher pronounces the
name of the character and we
pronounce it after him. Hour
after hour and day after day
the study consists in repeating
phases and sentences after the
Chinese teacher, day by day
cultivating the power of the
diserimination of the sounds, and

REV. R. 0. JOLLIFFE, BA.  day by day gaining power and

accuracy in repeating the same.

Many are the difficulties to be overcome yet many are the
points of interest which make the study of this Chinese
puzzle somewhat of a pleasure—a peculiar fascination it has
for some, so tense they can hardly tear themselves away
from it.

CHINESE “‘TONES.”

Westudy the spoken and written language simultaneously.
The spoken language is for some the harder to master. Tt
has peculiarities which do not enter into our Western
tongues. One of these peculiarities is the use of “ tones” in
speaking. Some one of you may ask, * What do you mean by
“tones’1” That is hard to explain. Next time you go for
your laundry listen closely to the Chinamen as they speak to
one a other. Perhaps if you listen carefully enough, you will
i peculiarity of inflection or accentuation of his
words which we call *“tones "—something entirely distinet
from anything in our own language. They are not the tones
on the music scale, though they may be represented as such,
and a good ear for music is said to be a considerable help in
acquiring and using them. Generally speaking, there are
five of these *“ tones "—the number varies in different parts of
the country—and every word is spoken in one or another of
these tones. The Chinese, of course, use the tones naturally
and only the scholars know what tones the words are in: but
we missionaries must learn the tone of each word separately.

ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED DISTINCT SOUNDS.

The tones play a most important part in the extension of
the vocabulary of the Chinese tongue. There are, nccording
to Mateer, only about four hundred words of distinct sounds :
were there nothing more than these bare four hundred sounds
it is easily seen there would be a vocabulary of only four
hundred words of distinct sound. All words beyond that
would be a repetition with a different meaning. On the
other hand, by using each sound in several different tones
they can incre their spoken language to a wonderful
extent.

THE POWER OF “Fu.”

But in this beautiful device for increasing the vocabulary
lies one of the sorrows of the missionary's life, The tones
almost defy the foreigner. Tt is difficult in the first place, to
learn to distinguish them at all, and then to learn the power of

using them in their proper place seems at first impossible.
Look, for instance, at the word Romanized “fu.” Quite an
innocent sounding word when first met, but it becomes some
what confusing when you find that if used in the first tone it
means a * man,” in the second a * water bottle,” in the third
“an extra horse,” in the th a “married woman,” and in
the fifth tone “a turnip,” and that these are only flve out of
the one hundred and eighteen meaniugs given by Giles' dic
tionary for this one sound, distributed among the five differ
ent tones,

You can readily see that the mistakes of a beginner are
well-nigh endless, and must be a perpetual source of merri
ment to the people among whom we labor ; who, however,
seldom correct us or even smile at our mistakes—in our pres-
ence ; that would not be polite.

HONORABLE OR DEVIL—THE TONE.

The ease with which blunders are made is only equalled by
the ridiculousness of the mistakes themselves. A writer in the
Chinese Recorder gives several laughable instances of the
misuse of tones. 1In the West of China, a man on the street
indignantly asked the missionary why he called China “a
kingdom of devils.” As a watter of fact, the offender had
tried to be extra polite and call Ohina * their honorable
kingdom.” The trouble was that the word for “ honorable
and the word for “devil” are the same sound, only used in
different tones, and the preacher had used the wrong tone.

SOME FUNNY MISTAKES.

The word for ““rotten” and the word for “male” differ
only in tone, which was most unfortunate for a certain mis-
sionary who, wishing to ask the male members of his flock to
stay behind, used the wrong tone and exhorted the “rotten
church members to remain.” A most inoffensive missionary
seemed suddenly to develop pugilistic ies at a prayer-
meeting by stating that * we would first fight and then pray.”
The good brother, however, had only used the wrong tone and
had intended to say “we will ull pray.” The same writer
remarks that many a sound divine who does not believe in
the doctrine of evolution has often gravely assured his hearers
that they were all descended from a duck’s egg. He meant
| to say they
were all de-
scended from
¢t Adam,” the
only difference
between  the
words being a
difference  in
tone; but the
wrong use of
the tone made
a startling dif-
ference in doc-
trine.

Do not sup-
pose that the
difficulties of
the Chinese
language are
limited tothose
of tones. An-
other difficulty
equally trou-
blesome is the
aspirates. It
is hard to state the place these aspirates take in the lan.
guage, for multitudes of Chinese words are only distinguish-
able in sound by the fact that one is aspirated, the other
not aspirated. It is said, however, that some foreigners
pass through their career in China with little or no notion of
aspirates and make mistak lingly. A missi on
being asked how he had come, said he had come on a
“brick,” intending to say he had come on a “boat” —just an
example of the treacherous sounds in Chinese.

A CHINESE CHRISTIAN MANDARIN




April, 1907—7

THE CANADIAN

SOME OF THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE LANGUAGE,

How the Canadian school-boy must envy the Chinese
student who has no grammar to study! There is Chinese
idiom galore, but no such a thing as Chinese grammar in our
sense of that term ; no rules of syntax to guide you, no inflec-
tion or conjugation, no i lepend of words in respect
to person, number, case, mood or tense. You can easily see
that a great deal of the work done by inflection and conjuga-
tion in the Western 1 ge is simply und d from the
conneetion in the Chinese.

sdoable difRanl

A to some, especially to those who
travel, is the dialectic differences. A few score miles is suffi-
cient to give you a marked difference in dialect. In fact,
there are several within the bounds of our own territory here
in West China.

I have mentioned some of the difficulties of the spoken
Chinese ; should you wish to know them all you must under-
take to study this remarkable tongue.

The written language you have all seen something of.
Were every word in our language as in the Chinese, just one
syllable, it would be a comparatively small matter to learn to
read and spell correctly, but not so with Chinese ; to learn to
read or write is a tremendous task. There are altogether the
appalling number of over forty thousand characters, but
according to Giles a Chinese newspaper can be published with
a fount of six thonsand characters, an ample stock-in-trade
for any scholar. Each ¢l stands for a word,
yet there is a connection between the characters to a certain
extent. They are divided into two hundred and fourteen
classes, the characters in each class having a common part
which is called the Radical, the remaining part being called
the Phonetic,

THE ORIGIN OF THE CHARACTERS.

Very little is known definitely regarding the origin of the
characters. According to Giles it is probable that in pre-
historic ages the Chinese, like other people, made rude pic-
tures of the sun, moon and stars, of man himself, of trees, of
fire, of rain, etc,, etc. They seemed to have followed these
up by ideograms of various kinds, but at a comparatively
early date some master mind juin at a bound to the pho-
netic principle from which the rapid development of the
written language to its present form was an easy matter. The
time, of course, is unknown, but the stone drums at Peking,
which exhibit the | ge in full p of the pk i
principle are referred to the twelfth century before Christ.

I would like to notice some inter-

esting points regarding the forma-

Original tion of the character. The original
. N form of the character for man is a

good illustration of how the Chinese

first attempted to express their
ideas in the early ages, probably
several centuries before Pharaoh’s
army met with a watery grave in

Later

iy i its mad chase after God's chosen
people.  Here we see a fair repre-

soiation of & man. In the later

the word for man has been

lerably reduced, the head and

Preasdt ¢ limbs having been discarded
« |;:.”r_u'.'mr ¢ nothing left but the trunk and

‘ogs, the impression evidently being
that the legs of a man were of
greater importance than the head.

We can almost fancy we see the
figure of a horse in the ancient
character for that word, but like
Milton's serpent, which before the
fall had moved erect, it has under-
gone a decided change and now
only by some stretching of theim-
agination can we see its equine
characteristics.

The ancient character for mon-
key fairly illustrates this tricky
little animal striking one of its
saucy attitudes,

Ancien
<character

or
monkey

A
A
A
.2
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A fleld
divided
in

A farmer
—a man
beside a

fleld

Words

Truth

A prisoner
—ama
inside
abox

A door

Mouth

“To ask™
—a& mouth
nside
thedoor

To listen —
ear inside
the door

Woman

Son

Good —
woman
and male
child

Roof

Peace—

woman

under a
roof

Wood
or tree

“To covet”
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Every character is supposed to
have a logical reason for its exist-
ence and peculiar formation. Take
the word * field,” a square divided
into sections or lots,

When the character for man is
written beside the character for
‘“field ” the combination naturally
makes the word *farmer.”

The written words for truth or
confidence is made up of the
character for man placed beside the
the character for word, illustrat-
ing the idea of one form of this
virtue—a man standing by his
word,

The word for box is indicated
by a square, while a prisoner is
literally a “man mn a box"—a
fact which is often gruesomely
illustrated when a criminal, sen-
tenced to death, is carried to
the place of execution in a square
box.

It is not hard to understand the
Chinese drawing for the word
‘“door” and to see how the word
“ask ” could be formed by placing
the character for mouth just inside
the door. To illustrate the for-
mation of this character the
teacher placed his hands before
his mouth and called through
them, ** Gateman, open the door!”

The Chinese who know their
own language can never plead
ignorance of the meaning of eves-
dropping, for the word *‘listen”
is formed by placing the char-
acter for ‘“ear” within the
door,

The door of a dwelling is locked
by a bar, as seen in the character
for “lock.”

The character for “good” is
significant. [t is made up of the
characters for “woman” and
‘‘son” written in combination.
It suggests the great value which
a Chinese father places upon his
son and the blessing that the
birth of an heir brings to the
home.

In view of the oppressed con-
dition of the Chinese women and
the obscurity to which she is
relegated in Chinese society, it is
perhaps not at all surprising that
in the study of their language but
very few words are to be found,
in which the character for woman
is employed, that convey any good
or beautiful meaning. There is
one character, however, which per-
s indicates the view which the
Chinaman has of a woman when
isolated from others ; the character
for peace, which is formed by writ-
ing the character for woman under
the character for roof.

There is another Chinese word
made from the character for woman
which would suggest the serious
question, whether the Chinese in
ages past had any knowledge of
the transgressions of the parents
of the human race. The character
“woman " written under the char-
acter for “tree " means ““ to covet.”
The early Jesuit missionaries to
China argued from this one char-
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acter that the Chinese at some
remote stage of their history had
heard of that period when Mother
Eve's covetousness resulted in dis-
aster and calamity.,

Did you know Chinese homes
you would understand only too
well the significance of the two
characters for ‘“home” and for
“ marriage.” That word *home "
—to us most sacred —is illustrated
by the character symbolizing a
“pig” under 8 roof and the word
for “marriage” consists of three
characters, a woman and a pig
under one roof. Whether the refer-

Pig

Home
pig under
@ roof

Jz'%?\‘

ence be intended or not, it is only
opase % too true a hint of the squalor and
and a pig dirt and the ever-present pig to be
under & ?\t 5 :
roof found in so many of the homes in
China,
Pardon one more example—the
name of the representative for
lhmxnun Alberta in West China is Li (pro-
nounced Lee). It consists of e
"‘i:;",“" character for *“ wood " writter ver
wood on the character for ‘“son,” which
',hf.b.:f;‘ being a load of wood on boy’s
back naturally means gage.”
It also has the mea plam ”
and is one of the conimonest sur-

names in China.

The writing of even a letter, attempting to give some points
of interest in connection with the study that means so much
to one the first months in China, is not an easy matter ; but
1 hope the above may at least help to turn your thoughts
toward the great language and the greater people of the

‘Vll MUST LEARN THE LANGUAGE TO REALLY HELP.

A common language means to some extent a fellow-feeling.
Perhaps the difficulties of the Chinese tongue have been to
some degree the cause of the long period of isolation this land
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has known. Some knowledge of and some sympathy with the
language spoken here canuot but mean some knowledge of
and some sympathy with the nation that uses it, and will be
one step farther in the larger brotherhood that will one day
know no limits of either race or tongue. The Fatherhood of
God and the brotherhood of man has been the message of the
ages ; and is | not strange that the assimilation of new
tongues should in the past have played so important a part
in the growth of this conception ! From the time of the con-
fusion of tongues at Babel until the present so many great
forward movements in God's redemptive scheme have been
associated with some difficulty in the expression of that
message, 1t seems as if He wished to show that His message
could be published by the weakest instruments and under
the most unpropituous circumstances.

Abrakam, called to raise up a people who would stand for
God in the world, was sent into a strange land.
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THE PRESENT DAY CONQUEST.

Moses, the next great leader in the history of the great
Revelation of God to man, shrank from his mighty task
because he “ was not eloquent but of slow speech and of a
slow tongue.” Again, when God wished to shake the world
into a newer and wider knowledge of life and of Himself, He
loosed those Galilean tongues that held the nll-imporunt
message, and at Pentecost * every man heard them speak in
his own language.” Who would not say that the most recent
great world-wide movements for Christ is the missionary
nctmty of the pmem. day-t.hu has meant tha foundmg of

of of of

and, above all, the brmgmg of millions to the feet of the
Mnmr yet it has been done only through the conyuest of
hundreds_of unknown tongues and the expenditure of mental
energy sufficient to force these strange languages to become
avenues for the Gospel message and for Christian thought.
How wonderful and how powerful is this God-given faculty
of expressing our truest selves; for whether in China or in
Canada, whether intentionally or inadvertently, our language
expresses our best and our worst. Accordingly then, as we
use our tongues for God or against Him, are our lives a
success or a failure, * For by thy words thou shalt be justified
-nd b thy words thou shalt be condemned.”
uan, China.

The Idols Shall He Utterly Abolish

A Significant Movement in China

MOST remarkable movement, which the most en-
thusiastic missionary in China had hardly ventured
to hope for yet, is the destruction of idols, which is

being effected by the Chinese officials themselves. Rev. C.
Bone, in the Methodist Recorder, gives the following interest-
ing particulars :

“That God’s purposes are being furthered by this attack T
firmly helieve ; that the preaching of the last fifty years has
made the present vandalism possible all who are familiar with
the facts will admit. The cause of the overthrow is, however,
the recent issue, by the Emperor, of sundry proclamations, by
which the old system of Government examinations has been
finally swept away. The occasion is the need of schools,
and therefore the seizing of sundry temples which are to be
transformed into modern well-equipped colleges. It is safe to
forecast that something like what happened in England at the
Reformation will be effected in China, and the idols, in the
effective line of Isaiah, will be cast ‘to the moles and to the
bats.” As a Chinese said to me recently, ‘ The idols may
understand Chinese characters’ (I smiled as I thought that
the idol had yet to be carved who could master that mighty
task), ‘but they know nothing about astronomy and mathe-
matics, and therefore no advantage would follow were their
worship continued.’

* Perhaps the most remarkable instance of idol destruction
oceurred about six months since at Wuchow, where we have

a Mission Hospital under the care of Dr. Macdonald. The
Prefeot, who was decidedly pro-foreign and progressive, ap-
propriated a fine temple, beautifully situated, in order to
transform it into a college. It was, as usual, full of grim,

dlm.y. becobwebbed idols, which had rested in the dim ob-
scurity of their shrines for many decades, before which incense
and altar lights were ever burning. The Prefect gave orders
that they be overturned, and even assisted in the iconoclastic
attack. They were pulled down, split into pieces, and the
debris thrown into the stream which flows along at the door
of the monastery. When 1 visited the temple five years ago it
was ‘full of idols.’ cruted the visit a fortnight since,
and they had a!l gone, and in their stead was an apparatus
for teaching the new education.

“ A temple has also been confiscated in Canton, the idols of
which have been demolished, though at first there was some
difficulty in getting this done. e workmen shrank from
the unpopular task. Moreover, the priests, whose income had
thus become precarious, thinking they might stir the sympa-
thy of the people on their behalf, announced that during the
previous night, whilst the execution of the sentence on the
idols was delnyed they hld heard strange vnhng, and even

nd the the

g o

had been distinetly hurd by them. And so 1& came to pass
that in the morning the workmen, who had been employed to
strike the fatal blow, turned plle, and then turned away from
the dreaded task.

“ However, the work of destruction, had to be finished.
Hence, after a consultation behveen priests and peopla—lnd
the Chinese dearly love a i it was d that
the following day should be devoted to wor-hip, and, when
this was completed, the work of destruction should begin. The
priests, more successful than the priests of the famous temple
of Guzarat, who offered to ransom their idol from the grip of

—— e &
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the Moslems, and offered a fabulous price, because they knew
that priceless gems were embedded in the idol's body, managed
to arrange this delay, with the anticipation that many wor
shippers would come, and so pour money into the temple’s
money-chest, Nor was their forecast without foundation.

“Two workmen, bolder than the first, had promised to
deliver the fatal blow for a reward of fourteen shillings. In
the dim light of the early morning the crowds began to
gather, and jostled each other in order to worship their god
for the last time. As the day wore on the stream showed no
signs « f exhaustion. After waiting a long time the patience
of the vvorkmen was exhausted. They would wait no longer.
There .« 1e, with a blind courage, they rushed in among the
worshi.pers, and hurled the idol over in the midst of the
ceremc .iies ; then, fearing, perhaps, the wrath of the idols,
certair y the anger of the worshippers, they fled and hid them
selves The crowds at first stood horror-struck ; then, seeing
that no thunderbolts fell, and none was struck blind or para.
lyzed, they were first amazed, then doubtful, and at last they
lnughed.

“The burning of Fui Sing is not without interest. Thisidol
is the patron saint of the educated classes. His origin it is
difflcult to trace. His appellative is the name of one of the
stars of Ursa Major, and by this name he is known regardless
of his origin. His physiogonomy is hideous, as is that of
most Chinese idols. He is always carved standing upon a
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to-day the crowds will accept to-morrow. It has long been
seen, by those who have watched the signs of the times that
the minds of the thoughtful have been gradually estranged
from the senseless idols of wood, stone, and earth, in which
many have never heartily believed, and when the conviction
has been thoroughly grasped that they are indeed vanity and
that wholesale destruction is not followed by any sign of
retribution from their hands, the Chinese will become
seekers after another God.”

An Effective Opium Cure

T this time when methods have been devised for de
A creasing the use of opium among those addicted to
the habit, it seems providential vhat there has been
discovered in Jelebu, Malay Peninsular, a creeper, a decoc
tion of the leaf of which when drunk results in the breaking
of the habit. The Rev. W. E. Horley, Presiding Elder of the
Federated Malay States District, writes that one, who came a
second time for the medicine, said that he had been an opium
smoker for twenty-eight yoars, but that he had broken off the
habit and now had come for a supply of medicine for his wife.
He had found it so good himself that he wanted her to
take it also. They had together spent on opium $1.40 a day
Mr. Horley made inquiries at the opium shops, and found thut

dolphin. He has been
much worshipped, though
perhaps not always be-

lieved in by the so-called
educated classes of China.
Over the great examina-
tion hall in Canton, which
has accommodation — as
the Chinese understand it
—for ten thousand stu-
dents, Fui Sing has long
held sway. The recent
Imperial proclamation took
away the raison d'etre of
his existence, and so he
was consigned to the
flames. It was assumed
that he would be quite
unable to assist Chinese
students to force their way
through the tangled ways
of the Epglish language,
nor could he lend a help-
ing hand across the pons
asinorum ; ther fore to the
flames he went. But even
in his destruction, the in
nate tendency of the Chi
nese to conserve for future
use all things possible and impossible was seen. A newspaper
editor, when describing the burning of the image, burst forth
with the following regret: ‘Why was Fui Sing burnt?
Wasn't he made of sandal wood! Sandal wood is always
valuable, Why wasn’t he sawn asunder, and the expensive
timber of which he was made sold ¢ ihe dealers !’

“Can we find a more piquant exan -le of the irony of idola-
try? Incense sticks are made of sandal wood. An idol
burnt ! But the wood should have been conserved, and per-
haps ground and made into incense sticks to be burnt as an
offering to other idols, whose doom is for the time delayed.
As Fui Sing was gilded here and there with gold leaf, children
might have been seen riddling the ashes in order to find some
traces of the precious metal And so the great examination
hall has been cleansed of the patron saint to whom thousands,
perhaps millions, have been offering incense during many
generations. This act alone is a striking example of the in-
troduction of a new era into Chinese religious life.

“These many attacks on idols must not be understood to
mean that the people are ripe to come over enmasse to the Chris-
vian faith, The people, amidst much perplexity, are naturally
unwilling to repudiate their ancient idols, whom their fathers
have worshipped, and who are the outward and visible signs
of the gods in whom they have trusted. ~On the other hand,
this attack on idolatry certainly shows that a new spirit is
moving upon the face of the educated, and what these think

THE TEMPLE OF THE FIVE BRIDGES, CHINA

eight retail shops were taking nearly §1,000 a week less, and
that one wholesale shop was taking $1,390 a day less. From
good sources he learned that there was a deerease in the
estimated government sales of opium from the 16th of
October to the 15th of November last, of thirty chests
This would mean about $44,000 decrease in money—cer
tainly a striking proof that the medicine has done good. Of
course it remains to be seen whether the cure is permanent or
not, but one fact stands out significantly that 000
applicants have come for medicine within a few weeks.—
The Chinese Recorder, January, 1907,

“From Opium Fiend to Preacher,” by Rev. A. P.
Quirmbach, is a book to be published soon by Dr. F. C
Stephenson. The writer tells in an interesting manner of the
complete regeneration of a slave of opium. Rev. Dr. Burwash,
Chancellor of Victoria University, says of this book : *“This
simple story of the grace of God in the life of Cheng should
be scattered by the thousand among our people. Tt will
create not only faith in the work of missions in China, but
what is more faith in the Gospel everywhere. It will be a mes-
sage of hope and salvation to many a poor victim of sin in our
own land as well as a stimulus to Christian hearts to send the
Gospel to China.” The illustrations on pages 101, 105, 106,
107, 108, 109, are from this book by the courtesy of the
publisher. The price of the volume cents per copy.
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The AwaKkening Among the Women of China

HAT women in China have more influence in the home
and more dominance over the other sex than they have
in Canada, will be a new thought to most of our

readers. We have read so much of the murdering of Chinese
girl-babies and of the unwelcome position of girls in Chinese
homes that we have come to believe that woman is a compara-

tively unimportant factor in the life of that great nation.
Nothing can be further from the truth. We have forgotten
what we have read of the influence of the wife, the mother,
and the mother-in-law. We have forgotten the stupendous,
if sinister, power of the Empress Dowager. Women are of
tremendous importance in the family and social life of China.

A CANAL BCENE IN CHINA
RICE FIELDS IN CHINA

And the fact that a great awakening is in process among
those of the best families in the empire, is a fresh call for
consecrated womanhood for work in that field,

The Hon. W, H. Conger, late United States Minister at
Pekin, is a man of large experience and much authority in
Chinese matters. His seven years of high service in the
Chinese capital 18981905, including, as they did, the Boxer
insurrection and the siege of the embassies, qualify him to
speak as few can speak of the tendencies of China’s national
and social life, and the realities of that life as they evidence
themselves to one personally conversant with them and
competent to estimate their bearing and force. T

In an address at a great missionary convention in Kansas
City last spring, Mr. Conger made a point which may well
commend itself to the attention of the Woman's Missionary
Society in particular, which is of general interest to all
actively in touch with mission work in that vast empire of
the East. It is of supreme interest and importance to those
engaged in supplying that great and needy field with women

missionaries, After bearing splendid testimony to the charac-
ter and heroism of Chinese converts, as witnessed by the
martyrdom of thousands during the Boxer trouble ; emphati
cally endorsing the missionaries as the pioneers and promoters
of every advanced movement —* It, was they who first planted
the banner of the Prince of Peace in every place where now
floats the flag of commerce and trade"—and recommending
““ the school and the hospital ” as, in his judgment, “the most
effective aids towards spreading the Gospel, and the most
certain channels through which to prepare the Chinese heart
and mind for its favorable reception.” This great authority
on China goes on to say: “The most striking, the most
interesting and the most hopeful step in the advancement of
the Empife has been taken by and for the Chinese women
and girls.” This, the direct consequence of the friendly social
relations happily inaugurated hetween the Dowager Empress
and the ladies of her court and the wives of the western
ambassadorial representatives, in which the m sionary ladies
were the intermediaries, was the establishment of many
prosperous girls’ schools and the publication of a woman’s
daily newspaper, the only one in all the world, and “daily
read by and to thousands of the best women in the empire.”
This movement encouraged and assisted by the missionaries,
who had so influential a part in its inauguration, is permeated
by their influence and bound to become a mighty force in the
land for the advancement of the Gospel.

Here follows a paragraph in Mr. Conger’s address which
struck us very forcibly and placed the situation, as regards
the position of women in China and the relation of mission
work to them, in an altogether new light. We believe it will
have the same effect upon most of our readers. *I wish to
correct,” he says, ‘“an erroneous impression which seems
generally to obtain in this country, as well as in Europe,
namely, that woman is a nonentity in China. To say nothing
of the Empress Dowager, there is not a country on the face
of the earth where women have more influence in the home,
or in general is more dominant over the other sex than she is
in this great oriental empire. Hence the significance of this
movement and the prospect of limitless good to come from
this awakening among the women whose homes heretofore
have been barred and sealed against all the world outside,”

Remarkable and far reaching as is the awakening in China
among men, this movement among women is, in view of Mr.
Conger’s statement as to their potent influence, in the home
and on the other sex generally, of quite unapproachable sig-
nificance and import. The mother's influence among western
nations is the most weighty and permanent of forces in the
development of Christian character through the generations.
Given Christian mothers and you have a Christian nation in
its individual and corporate character and conduct. Given a
succession of Christian mothers and you have a nation
developing along the highest lines to a perfection of character
as yet scarcely dreamt of or imagined except as ideal. Tt is
a new thought to many of us, to most of us, that in China
the wife and mother count for so much. All the more
important and all the more crucially imperative is it that
women, women of the highest Christian character and cul-
ture, should be sent to China by hundreds, by thousands, to
lay hold of this great opportunity of saving a nation through
its mothers. Christian schools, Christian Ladies’ Colleges,
should be sturted by the hundred, and China’s womanhood
brought to sit at the feet of Christ by sitting at the feet of
the Marys who have learned of Him, and for his sake are
using their cultivated powers to teach the blessed knowledge
to those who have it not. If Mr. Conger’s word’s are true,
and they doubtless are, there is no more strategic and hopeful
field for women’s work, evangelistic, medical and educational
than China.

Let us hear him as to the general outlook: T am not a
prophet, or the son of a prophet, yet T can see in the present
situation in China a preparation for a successful forward
movement which will astonish and gratify the world.”

Toronto, Ont.

A little Manchurian girl, speaking of the flower-planted
grave of her baby brother, said, “ The grave has become a new
place to us since Jesus came to our village,”
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China and the Opium Trade

A Widespread Movement Against the Curse

HE Indian Government derives a revenue of four million
pounds a year from the sale, to China, of about eighty
tons of opium a week, and it is estimated that China

produces ten times as much opium as she imports from India
These facts reveal the greatness of the problem that confronts
those who feel that the curse should be removed. And yet
there are hopeful signs in several recent events,

§{On May 30th, 1906, in the British House of Commons the
following resolution was unanimously adopted : ** That this
House affirms its conviction that the Indo-Chinese opium
trade is morally indefensible, and requests His Majesty's Gov
ernment to take such steps as may be necessary for bringing
it to a speedy close.”

§ TA short time ago a remarkable public meeting was held in
Fow Chow, China. It was not a gathering of native Chris
tians under the direction of their native pastors or the mis-
sionaries, but a mass meeting called by the gentry of the city
for the purpose of discussing the evils of opium, and to urge

A CHINESE MANDARIN AND FAMILY
VICE REGAL EXAMINATION HALLS

all who care for Chinese well-being to join in efforts to free
their country from the thraldom of this drug.

The general use of opium in China dates from only about
seventy years ago. Yet from the beginning enlightened and
patriotic Chinese have felt strongly the danger from the
spread of opium smoking. One can hardly conceive the
devastation that have been wrought by this curse during these
few decades. In a little more than half a century it has
swept over the land like a pestilence, and is to-day one of the
most threatening evdls of China.

The Chinese are delighted with Mr, Morley’s statement in

the House of Commons that England will forego her revenue
if China really wishes to lessen the importation of opium from
India, aud are determined to prevent the rising generation
from becoming addicted to the opium habit, and thereby
ruining their constitutions and vitiating their toral character.

The action recently taken by the Chinese Government is
very pronounced. The original proclamation that the vicious
uses of opium in China should cease in ten years has been fol-
lowed by more drastic action. Teachers and minor officials
of the Government are oidered to quit the vicious use of the
drug in three months ; higher officials in six, and opium dens
are also to close in six months., No one who is not already
addicted to the vice is aullowed to begin, Opium sots over
sixty are to be leniently treated, but those under sixty are
required to diminish the use of the drug at least twenty per
cent. a year. The land devoted to poppy cultivation is also to
be cut down at the same rate. Users of the drug are to be
excluded from military and civil offices, and every force of
science and education, as well as of law, is to be used to
eradicate the evil entirely within ten years ; after which those
who use the drug are to have their names posted in public
as enemies of their country.

How the Chinese Receive
Mail

AIL destined for Chinese in America is seldom addressed
in Chinese characters, for the obvious reason that it
would be almost impossible for the post-office depart

ment to deliver it, as Chinese is not one of the languages
Uncle Sam undertakes to read. Chinamen in their native
country, who have friends or relatives in America, generally
understand this, and consign their letters in care of some
well known Chinaman, whose name is written in English and
he in turn forwards the mail to the one for whom it is
intended

When a Chinaman in this country writes to his people
across the seas, he invariably incloses an addressed envelope.
This saves the postal department no end of trouble, for when
a letter does come with nothing but Chinese characters on it,
the finding of the owner is almost an impossibility

As a matter of fact the Chinese names are not always easy
for even a Chinaman to decipher. Every Chinaman’s name
is in reality a series of names added to each other, including
a birth name, a clan nane, a marriage name, a business name,
and possibly others, given to him to mark some stage of his
life, all of which adds to the perplexity.

It may not be generally known to American young people
that the Chinese are great letter-writers. They lead such
lonely, isolated lives for the most part in this country that
they write home very frequently, telling of the details of their
existence in this land, which is so new and strange to the
people of China. If you could read Chinese and peep over
the shoulder of the laundryman when he writes to * his folks,”
you might be amused as well as surprised at some of the ways
in which he looks at things here. It is not always flattering
to our vanity.

The Chinese in this country are very careful about deliver-
ing letters to the proper person. They hold the postman in
as high reverence as the policeman. Very eagerly do they
wait for the coming of the mail-carrier on days when mail
arrives from their native land.

On Chinese holidays they never forget to remember the
postran with some present, such as a package of tea or some
Chinese curio. The postman is the link that binds them to
their homeland and he has no more appreciative people to
whom he delivers mail than the Chinese in America

CriNa has many needs, among which her leading men
place armies, navies and arsenals. To her foreign well-wishers
it is plain that she needs a currency, railways and scientific
instruction. But does not a deeper diagnosis of the conditions
of the Empire indicate that one of her profoundest needs is
more human sympathy.
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How the Missionary Works in China

BY REV. W,

ERHAPS, however, my reader would like to visit a street
preaching room. It shall be the first to which I myself
was introduced. The street is a narrow cleft between

the shops which line both its sides ; along it a steady stream
of people moves from dawn till dark, and even after. The
room is a hired one, formerly a shop ; alterations have been
made, and benches and a table put in.

Allow me first to introduc you to the native pastor, Mr,
Wong, who would be Mr. King” in England. By the way
there are more Wongs in China than Smiths in all the world,

“ What is your lofty name 1" asks Mr. Wong.

“My unworthy name is Reader,” you answer.,

‘“ What is your honorable country 1" he again asks,

“My unworthy country is the ‘Great Brave'” (which
means England), you reply, with patriotic hesitation about
the word “unworthy,” especially as your tender conscience
abhors polite fibs.

‘“And what may be your honorable age!” calmly con-
tinues he, meaning no offence, but making up his mind, after
a glance at your auburn hair that you must at least be sixty.

“Tell him to mind his own business,” says the look on your
face, and Mr. Wong is astonished to hear that you are only
thirty

You do not admire our room? Neither do we. It is close,
dark, stuffy. Will it comfort you to learn that it will be
closer, darker, and stuffier before you leave it, for we are
hoping for a full house, considerable native tobacco, and a
human atmosphere—at least we are hoping for the full house.
Try to forget the discomforts by examining the scrolls on the
walls, or, still better, the interested faces of the people.
First, however, let us remember our errand Shall the light-
bearer attempt to reveal the face of his Lord with an ill
trimmed lamp! Let us kneel, and Mr. Wong will help us
trim the lamp.

Now the door is open, and unlike what you have been
accustomed to, the congregation waiting for the parson—Ilet
the parson await his congregation. Past like a living stream
flow the people, intent on the business of the hour. Let no
one think they want our wares, They need them badly
enough, and their needs stretch out longing arms towards us ;
we feel them tugging at our heart strings as we sit here
waiting, but let no one fancy that the individual Chinaman
is crying out, “Come over and help us.” Yet the ery of his
race is as rea! as was the cry of the Macedonian race two
thousand years ago, for the man who appeared to St. Paul
had neither personality nor name, save *the man of Mace-
donia.” Tt was the type he embodied and the need he voiced.
In similar fashion the “man of Oathy " appears before us in
these crowds of people hastening like phantoms past our door,
and his needs cry for what he himself desires not, and would
prefer to do without,

At last he advances a step nearer, and comes sauntering
hesitatingly in, no longer impersonal, but in the flesh and
with a name and surname. Mr. Wong is asking him to sit
down, and after considerable bowing and ceremony he sub-
mits, Apparently he is a man of intelligence, for here comes
Wong for a book from the table. Let us notice from which
pile he takes it, for these books are of various kinds, some so
simple that we hope the ignorant will understand them, if
they can find even a schoolboy tc read them out. E idently
this visitor is alsoa “ Reader,” for Wong is offering him one
of our most classical tracts

Other visitors are now straggling in ; please sit still and T
will stand up and try to interest them, A foreigner on his
feet talking, is a sufficient attraction to many ; and, as every
thing in China is open which, according to our ideas, ought
to be closed, and everything closed which should be open, the
people, observing others inside, come in to see what is going
on. Soon the seats, the aisle, and the back are filled with
listeners. We are telling them, maybe, that man consists of
two parts, the mortal, and the immortal ; that, while the
mortal may seem of paramount importance to the busy man,
we venture to ask him to pause for a few minutes, to “ steal
a moment’s leisure from his haste,” and consider with us the
importance of the immortal nature, its origin and destination,

E. SOOTHILL.

Mr. Reader, you do not understand the sermon ; that is
your loss, and we are now too tired after its delivery to restate
1t, which is perhaps your gain ! Moreover, this kind of
sermon cannot be retold ; to be effective it must be hot from
the forge. Suttice it, that He who made the heavens and the
earth, and all that in them is, He who for man’s sins sent His
beloved Son to the Cross, He who seeks man’s salvation, has
been held up before the people.  They, too, have been held,
as you have seen, by the speaker’s message, and have expressed
their approbation as they turned to depart: What will be the
result | That lies between the man and God. The seed sown
to-day may spring to-morrow or twenty years hence, It does
80 in China as elsewhere,— Prom 4 Misson in China,

Missionary Itinerating in China

Itineration reauires some nerve and great powers of adapta
tion, Journeying on foot, by wheelbarrow, cart, sedan chair,
or boat, a walled city is visited, usually on a day when a fair
is being held. Armed with books and scriptures, the itinerant
takes up his position on the side of the narrow crowded street,

A HOUSE BOAT IN CHINA
A OROWDED RIVER CRAFT

and amid the bedlam of shouting sellers of all kinds of com-
modities he speaks his message as he is able. Very rarely is
one stoned out of the city, and work can be continued until
nightfall, if lungs and throat permit. The curious crowd
tenders an evening reception at the inn, but this is com-
pensated for at its close, when not infrequently an awakened
searcher after truth remains to continue til midnight, perhaps,
a conversation that angels might rejoice to hear,

of
he
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China’s Great Need

HE following interesting speech was delivered by Prof.

W. Fong, President of the Li Shing Scientific Indus-

trial College, at the annual meeting of the Wesleyan
Mission :

‘““The heathen Chinee is peculiar,’ so said Bret Harte many
years ago, and it is still true to-day. China is the most
populous nation in the world and the least understood by
outsiders. There is something peculiar about her. She is the
oldest living empire on earth, a modern representative of one

BY WALTER N. FONG, A.M.

China to-day is under conditions somewhat similar to those
that obtained among the Jews when Jesus was walking by
the shores of Galilee. The Jews said, ‘We have the law
and the prophets, we do not want to be taught by the
uneducated carpenter's son.’ The Chinese still says, ‘We
have the teachings of our sages and we do not need foreigners
to teach us doctrines,” China then has doctrine. Indeed she
has too much of it. I mean too much of what is impracti-
cable. There are many of the teachings of Laotsz similar to
those of Christ. There are also many points of marked

THE KING OF THE BEGGARS
A CHINESE CITY STREET

of the oldest civilizations, yet she is the weakest nation for
her size on the face of the globe. Bosnop ML

‘“Long before some of the European nations were civilized
or had a fixed government, and centuries before the Christian
era, China had developed a civilization with a fixed form of
government, with arts, literature, philosophies and manufac-
tures, She was producing the best ivon in the werld, export-
ing tea and silk, and exploring foreign lands. In 120 B.C,
the Chinese explored Palestine, leaving us a description of
Antioch similar to that we have from classical sources, In
91 B.C. they published the great Chinese Encyclopedia of
1,682 volumes. In the first century A.D. Pliny, the Roman
historian, referred to the enormous trade of the Roman empire
annually with China.

““Why has China not progressed as other countries have!
Her people are strong, frugal, peaceable and industrious,
Favored with an opportunity of thousands of years for her
development, and progress and possessing an early civilization
why is China but little advanced to-day compared with what
she was before the Christian era? How are we to explain
this most extraordinary case of arrested progress! The only
satisfactory answer I know turns in the direction of religion.

re bl between Buddhism and Christianity. We cannot
say that these ‘eachers have borrowed the one from the other.
They taught independently. The reason of their similarity
is that if it is a truth, it is a truth no matter where or when
it is uttered. A circle has been a circle, is a circle, and will
be a circle no matter where it is,

‘ But if China has doctrine and religions, why not let China
follow her own! Why should the Christian Churches not
leave her alone? At least s0 say some of the people in Chris-
tian countries. To answer this let us turn to history. Con
fucianism has been trying to save China for the last twenty
centuries and failed, Buddhism for many centuries has tried
her hand and it too, has failed. Is it not fair that Chris
tianity should have her opportunity now to save Chinat If
Christianity can, as she did, change the fierce savages of
northern Kurope into the most powerful and most highly
civilized nations on earth, she can certainly change China.
Beautiful as many of China’s doctrines are, they are dead,
lifeless forms, Behind them there is no living Christ and no
knowledge of a personal God

‘China needs Christianity, if she would rise, spiritually,
intellectually, morally and industrially. She needs it now.
Many say that she is not yet ready but she will never be
more ready. The way to prepare her for it is to let her taste
and see that Christianity is good for | To-day all over
the empire there is unrest. A great desire for reform is
evident. The Chinese desire to reform along industrial and
intellectual lines. They do not realize that without a living
religion and without a proper development of character, no
permanent progress can be made.”

Free Feet in China

Eleven years have passed since Mrs. Archibald Little
started a movement in China for the abolition of the custom
of footbinding among women. They have been eleven years
of tremendous labor and of the overcoming of obstacles and
prejudice ; but now, says the North China Herald, when Mrs.
Little is going away from the Orient, she is able to leave the
work in the hands of a strong and growing organization of
the natives themselves, called the Antifootbinding Society.

A few weeks ago Mrs. Little held a series of meetings at
Wausieh. This was formerly a most conservative place, where
she despaired of getting hold of the people, but it is now a
leader in the movement.

She attempted first to speak at a popular resort near town,
where a hall had been engaged for her, but the curiosity of
the native men to see a foreign lady drew such a crowd that
she could not speak. The next day, however, she went to Mr.
Ho's girls' school, where the local Antifootbinding Society
had gathered six hundred women and girls,

Right in front of her were two stylishly dressed Chinese
women who thrust their bound feet well out in front, to be
seen, und giggled delightedly when they saw they had caught
her eye ; but these members of the *“old school” were soon
put down by the rallying of the hundreds of school girls who
marched proudly on undeformed feet. Mothers with great
pride brought their baby daughters to show that the children’s
feet were not deformed, and a crowd of men to whom Mrs.
Little was introduced by a well.known native physician,
applauded her and her work,

At another school in Wusieh Mrs. Little was hailed as
eagerly, and had to say words of consolation to ease some of
the less fortunate pupils whose bound feet, suddenly becoming
conspicuous, were hidden painfully under the benches on
which the pupils sat,
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¥ The Epworth League and Study of Missions

iy BY REV. 0. E. BROWN, D.D.

HE thoughtful attention of every one interested in the
highest welfare of the Epworth League is most earnestly
sought for the following propositions. These proposi-

tions are born of living convictions, and are here set forth with
the hope that they may beget or deepen the like convictions
in those who read :

L. Christ has made devotion to the cause of missions the
“life law " of His Church.

The first love of the Christian Church was a missionary
love—a love which desired to dispense the blessings of the
Gospel and to spread the kingdom of Christ “ unto the utter-
most parts of the earth.” Christ has ever said to His Church
when it has gone into a decline in missionary zeal : “But I
have this against thee, that thou didst leave thy first love,
Remember, therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works : or else I come to thee, and
will move thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.”
(Rev.ii. 4, 5.)

2. The Methodist Church stands originally for a peculiarly

issi 'y type of Christianity.

It was the Methodist revival that was the chief factor in
inaugurating the great century of missions which has just
closed. 1t is due largely to Methodism that the most note-
worthy feature of nineteenth-century Christianity has been
the co-working of the Church with Christ for the redemption
of the world. Methodism cannot but be regurded as a great

y . M y life and effort were in
the very soul and essence of Methodism.” The bishops'
address to the last General Conf said of Epi |

Methodism : ““ Its history shows that it was framed with a
view to the great commission to go ‘into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature.’ It is inherently mis-
sionary in its spirit and aims. v
it is ever stretching out to the regions beyond, and can never
be satisfied until it has compassed the ends of the earth.”
If it were possible for any other Christian Church to be true
to her charter principles, and yet not specially devoted to the

By its very genius -

work. As we want our Leagues nct merely to play at
missions, but seriously to work at missions, they must
have mental and spiritual fitting for that work. This
fitting can only be had by the intelligent study of the
Christless world, which is the field of missions, and the
divine Word, which is the charter of missions. The occasional
reading of a missionary article or leaflet, the oceasional hear-
ing of a missionary address, may beget a kind of curious,
vague, and miscell interest in mi but can scarcely
induce any intelligent effort on behalf of the great cause. On
the other hand, the careful study of a great wissionary life,
the painstaking mastery of the conditions on a great mission-
ary field, the intelligent insight into the workings of a great
missionary institution, may well be expected to bear fruit in
some effective work. Itisonly thorough-going intelligence of
this latter kind which can be counted on to carry true con-
viction with it, and which surely may be expected to find
some expression of a practical nature. It is equally true
that it is not merely Scripture reading, regular though it be,
nor the hearing of an occasional missionary sermon, that will
truly educate one in the divine principles of Christian missions.
1t is only by studi houghtful h, only by patient,
constant, open-minded waiting on the teaching of the Holy
Spirit, that one gains that spiritual insight which enables him
to find the great missionary idea not merely in certain classic,
outstanding texts of the Word, but pervading the entire body
of our Christian Seriptures. It thus appears that there is no
“ royal road " to missionary intelligence. As in other things,
s0 here the amount of the returns will be very largely propor-
tioned to the measure of the investment.

6. The systematic study of wissions will yield its best results
if conducted in a missionary study class.

Knowledge acquired with the thought that it is to be
shared with others and expressed for their hearing will
usually be more thoroughly mastered and more clearly
grasped.  Besides, with several members of the class bringing
to the class the results of personal study of special topics, the

work of issions, it is at least not p for the Methodi
Church to be so.

3. The charter principles of a living Christianity and of a
wideawake Methodism are at the same time the charter
principles of the Epworth League.

The Epworth League cannot afford to accept any standard
for its work, which is lower than that which Christ has set
for His Church, or than that which God in His providence
gave to early Methodism. As Dr. Laurence defined the
Church, so may we describe the Epworth League as a coin of
divine minting, one side of which shows the likeness of its
Lord, and the other the map of the world. And we may
add with him that “both devices are so indelibly stamped
into the metal that to mar either harms the coin ; to eflace
cither destroys it.” Indeed, the motto *“ All for Christ "
must be answered by the divine counterpart  Christ for All.”
Divinely interpreted, the very motto of our League carries
with it a ringing missionary challenge.

4. Missionary intelligence is the only basis upon which our
Leagues can be expected to meet this missionary claim,

Intelligence underlies sympathy, true sympathy conditions
effective prayer, prayer and sympathy regulate giving, and
the spirit of giving makes the path of duty plain. A mission-
ary, in acknowledging the receipt of a letter bearing a gift,
says: ‘“The sympathy and prayer promised are not less valued
than the money. It is a very great encouragement to us out
here to feel that friends at home are taking an intelligent
interest in us and our work.” The missionary’s heart at once
recognizes that intelligence is the center about which true
interest, right giving, and effective prayer must cluster.
Noble impulse, large enthusiasm, and generous giving are not
amiss, but they have little promise of peimanent worth in
them unless they are grounded in the enlightened conscience
and ruling principles of the life. Missionary intelligence is,

shen, certainly of first importance to the Epworth League,

5. The needful missionary intelligence can only be had by
the systematic study of missions.

Educational preparation isat the basis of all really effective

fund of intelligence must be greatly enlarged. The
'y sub ittee should, therefore, never feel satisfied
with their work until they have succeeded in forming one
or more missionary study classes, To secure the occasional
reading of a missionary book or periodical, to conduct a live
and instructive hly missionary ing, to secure a
choice missionary library, are lines of work in which the
committee can prove of inestimable value; but the crowning
work of all remains undone until they have succeeded in
organizing a class of the best members of the League for the
earnest, faithful and regular study of missions. The greatest
need of the Epworth League just now is a grade of members
who are qualified by conviction, interest and intelligence to
take the lead in this busi of missionary educa-
tion.

Those Leagues which resist the present inducements to
enter upon the study of missions are in serious danger of react-
ing into a state of relig decline and spiritual destituti

Grace used means grace multiplied, while grace abused
means grace withdrawn. Wealth of opportunity means
weight of obligation. The Master who claims our labors
does not withhold the light. He calls us to work, but he
also calls us to know in order that we may work where the
richest harvest is awaiting our reaping. In the abundant
means of missionary enlightenment by which we are sur-
rounded, the Master is offering a vision of the field which is
to prepare for the voice of His call. Tf we neglect the vision,
the voice must mean very little to us. Those who do_ not see
the Master as He leads His forces far afield, pushing on to the

1 of the very outposts of the world, may be denied the
privilege of fellowship with Him in that service which is most
replete with heroism and glory.

Let every Epworth Leaguer listen prayerfully to a closing
word. If in the midst of light we neglect to know, the
judgment of spiritual blindness is close at hand ; and if in
the clear light of knowledge we refuse to act, the judgment
of spiritual death is ready to overtake us,

S8 o oo
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Signs of Progress in China

The increase of literature in China is marvellous, and is
lending largely to the educational advance of the Chinese, A
little over nine years ago, there were only one or two native
newspapers, with but a few thousand circulation, and no
magazines except those prepared by missionaries.  Scholars
were reading on the old lines.

Now the newspapers runs up into the hundreds of thousands,
and the i published are bered by tens. New
books of all kinds, good and bad are published. The news-
papers make it possible for the Chinese to keep posted in all
world topics, and in improvements, as never before. The news-
papers too keep the actions, good and reprovable, of mission-
aries and foreign officials before the people.

*
*

China is also improving the means of communication from one
part of the empire to another. The post-office is more efficient,
the number of officers jumping from 176 four years ago to over
1,300 to-day. Railroads are being rapidly built or laid out.

What is more important, the Chinese are doing a large
amount of this themselves, partly because they need the rail-
ways and partly to keep the foreigners out. A traveller can go
from Hankow to Peking overland in thirty-six hours, instead
of taking a month, as formerly. The railway from Shanghai

This is done by arousing popular opinion.
same thing with their officials,
*

They can do the

*

Even the dates on the books, *“ The year of Jesus, 1907,” along
with, “The 34th year of Kwang Hsu,” keep our Lord’s name
ever before them. This advance is also seen in the fact that
the same commission sent abroad to look into new govern-
mental methods huve been instructed to look for a new religion
that shall be worthy of becoming a state religion for a
great country like China. Let us hope and pray that
they will choose the true one and not Buddhism, as they did
a number of centuries ago.

* *

*

Rev. C. R. Carscallan writes: “ Well, we have not found
things in China just as we expected. There have been so many
changes the lnst few years that the men who have been here
all the time can hardly realize it. Everywhere there is all
eagerness for foreign teaching. The military parade grounds are
near our place, only a couple of hundred yards away, and to
see the Chinese soldiers drill was a revelation to me, who had
been accustomed to regard a Chinese army as a rabble. True
it is just the last year or so that they have begun to drill, but
they have made wonderful progress. Then their military

THE YANG-TSE IN FLOOD—CHINA

to Nanking is being rapidly connected. What a help these
will be for postal and travelling communication! China
wants more of them, and she will think twice before she goes
to war until they are completed. A number of large steam-
boat routes have also been opened up,
* -
*

China needs better laws and purer rulers, and she is exert-
ing herself to get them. Like Japan, China wants a Constitu-
tional Government, and those in authority have promised the
people one in five years. Torture has been abolished by
decree, though it is not by any means entirely discontinued in
the courts. This custom has long been a great disgrace to
China, and the issuing of the decree and the sending of com-
missioners to Japan to study methods of legal procedure are
very hopeful signs. It is good, too, when the Empress Dow-
ager and Emperor are willing to lay aside all ceremony and
allow anyone to make suggestions and give new ideas, This
offers much larger scope for discussion,

. »
*

The newspapers are given more liberty and the people as a
whole need not “ walk in the beaten paths ” in the expression
of their idea. They can urge new things in China They can
create not only an American boycott, but an English or a
French boycott when these countries do not please them,

music surprised me, the quality of it. They have a full brass
band. Yes, I think several of them. And one of them in
particular plays as well as our average band at home, and
they play foreign music. The only disadvantage is that they
do most of the playing between five and six o'clock in the
morning and we are not always in the mood to appreciate
music, however good, at that time.”

He Objected

A man who had employed a Chinese contractor to build a
house was very much annoyed by the fellow’s carelessness and
general indifference to his promises. At last, forebearance
having ceased to be a virtue the contractor was confronted
with a formidable bill of particulars of the things in which he
had come short. * You were told the size of the glass. You
measured the windows three several times, Every one of
those you have made is wrong, and they are useless. Not
one of your doors is properly put together, There is not an
ounce of glue about them. The flooring hoards are short in
length, short in number, full of knot holes, and wholly un-
seasoned.”  After the speaker had proceeded in this way for
some time, the mild-mannered Chinaman gazed at him sadly,
and when he brought himself to speak, he remarked, in a
tone of gentle remonstrance. ““ Don't say dat! Don’t say dat !
No gentleman talk like dat /" :
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Missionary Work in China

Hopeful Indications

In 1807 Canton was the only place in China where
foreigners could reside. Now all the country is open to
missionaries.

In 1834 Medical work began its beneficent career which
has never been discontinued. In 1904 there were 318

y hospitals or ies in the empire,

China’s war with England in 1842 opened five ports to
traders and missionaries.

In 1860 foreigners were given passports to travel in all
parts of China and freedom of conscience was granted the
natives, with a guarantee of protection in the exercise of
their faith,

In 1895 900 cities in China were closed to missionaries and
five whole provinces were without a missionary. To-day all
provinces have stations and all cities are open to Christian
teachers. :

In 1900 189 foreigners and 10,000 native Protestant
Christians were murdered by Boxers and many buildings
were destroyed. To-day all the old stations are occupied,
better buildings have been erected, and a greater spirit of
unity prevails among Christians of different denominations.

One of the most remarkable proclamations of recent
centuries was the iwperial decree issued by the Empress
Dowager in 1906, advising the observance of the Christian
Sabbath as a legal holiday by the 437,000,000 of her Chinese
subjects.

The First Hundred Years

A great Missionary Conference will be held in Shanghai,
on April 25th, to celebrate the first one hundred years of
Protestant missions in China. For the first twenty-five yeard
Robert Morrison labored practicall alone ; indeed, between
1807, when Morrison landed in China, to 1843, only about
twenty men came to the field. In 1867 there were 124 in
actual service.

At a Missionary Conference held in 1877, it was ascer-
tained that, counting wives, there were 473 missionaries in
China. By 1890 the number of missionaries had risen to
1,206, and last year there were 3,588, The results of so
much consecrated labor are now being tabulated, as far as
such results can be, and will be published in one volume at
the close of the Conference.

In conneetion with the Chinese Jubilee at Shanghai, the
Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States is asking
for a special thank-offering of $300,000. Bishop Bashford
confidently expects that their 32,000 Chinese members and
probationers will give, on an average, fifty cents each.

Certainly just at present there is no land fuller of amazing
possibilities than this huge empire, containing one-f urth of
the population of the globe, which is so rapidly awaking from
the sleep of ages. The changes going on are so startling that
it is difficult to keep pace with them. There can be no doubt
that staid conservative China has at last set its face resolutely
to the open sea of progress, and the results to the world no
man can fortell. The fact calls upon all promoters of the
kingdom of Christ to lay hold upon the rare opportunity
being offered them.

Since 1853 the native church in China has doubled every
seven years, marching steadily on with the exception of the
period around 1900, when 16,000 suffered death at the hands
of the Boxers. The estimate is that before the close of this
year there will be over 200,000 native communicants in the
Protestant churches. They are increasing much faster than,
the missionaries, as is right and most hopeful. The missionary
force has doubled every ten years.

From Priest to BooKseller

In Kansuh the Central China Tract Society has two good
booksellers. One is an ex-Tuoist priest who was brought up a
priest from childhood, and therefore learned no trade. Con.
sequently he found it diflicult to support himself after leaving
the temple, but as he was a good speaker and gave evidence
of being an intelligent Christian, the missionary sent him out
to sell books and to preach. At first he worked in the city
and the surrounding villages, but later was sent on a longer
trip. When ready to start he asked the missionary in Ping-
liang Station for a fow cash, as he had no money. To try him
Mr. Tornvall pointed out to him from the Gospels the way in
which Jesus sent out His disciples, where there was no men-
tion of “money for expenses.”

“ All right,” said the colporteur, “I also will take a trial
of that plan,” and off he went. A month afterward two
missionaries found him in a far away city, preaching and
selling his books, and looking remarkably happy. He said
that although he had not been having feasts every day, yet he
could give the same testimony as the disciples, he had lack~d
for nothing,

Missionary Pointers

“The success of the foreign missionary campaign is
dependent upon the strength of loyalty of the home base.”—
James 1. Vance,

At Silver Bay, last July, a missionary from Korea states
that the religious forces in that land had doubled nine times
in seventeen years. And yet Korea is counted by many as
one of the least promising of all nations which have any
civilization at all.

Horace Tracy Pitkin met a martyr’s death in the Boxer
uprising. His house was surrounded, and he knew the end
was near, he gave his last word toa Chiuese convert : * ‘When
this is all over I want you to send word to my wife, away off
in America, that when our boy Horace is twenty-five years of
age I want him to come out here and take my place.”

Dr. Goucher knows of one man who has invested $100,-
000 in missions in India, and as a result of that invest-
ment 50,000 idolators are to-day members of the Christian
church.

A eminent professor was once lecturing on the heart before
a class of young men in Boston  Putting his hand upon his
heart he said, “ Gentl if by some hanism I could
bring to bear upon Bunker Hill monument the pulse beat of
this heart, T could soon batter it down.” The Christian church
has such a mechanism, by which it can bring to bear the
power of Jesus Christ upon the towers of the world’s sin and
unbelief and idolatry. But these towers will fall only as
the mechanism is put into operation. That is one sufficient
argument for the missionary enterprise.

Is there a single class of society at home, is there a single
tribe or sect in the non-Christian world of which you are pre-
pared to say that the incarnation of the Son of God has no
meaning for them, His life no message for them, His atoning
death no value for them, that they are beyond the embrace of
His love, or above His power of blessing or beneath it ! Those
who know not Jesus may use such language, but those who
know Him cannot.—George Robson, D.D.

Someone says that our young people's societies will be killed
by too much missions and too many mission-study classes, A
prominent Epworth League official says, “ Missions is the live
wire of young people’s work.” Which is correct ! Did any-
body ever hear of a church or young people’s organization
dying because of too much interest in the world-wide extension
of the kingdom of Jesus Christ V—Missionary Lulletin,

What we need in the Christian church to-day is a revival of
the patriotism of the kingdom of heaven.—Henry van Dyke
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Jome Chinese Stories

A Missionary Conjurer

A missionary in China, with a command of the language
can ensure attention, even under circumstances that would
be resented in an indifferent speaker. Imagine, though as a
most unusual example of missionacy methods, the following
scene :

A Chinese street ; a conjurer showing off his tricks, proba-

bly the famous mango  trick

amongst them ; a crowd standing
around him, A missionary steps
up with books to sell and a mes
sage to deliver. The crowd marks
his presence, but is, like the mis-
sionary himself, interested in the
growing mango tree. The conju
rer finishes. The collection has
been taken several times—before
the completion of each trick—so
the missionary will not be robbing
the artist by availing himself of
the assembled crowd. Some one
asks him if foreigners can do such
clever tricks as these. “Would
you like to see me do onel” he
asks. The crowd presses round,
and will be delighted to see the
foreigner do a trick. “Can you
take your teeth out and put them
back again?” he asks a man with

a mouth full of gleaming ivories,

" “Well T can—there!” and out

they come. “Ah-ya!” says the
crowd. In they go again, and “Ah-ya! ahya!” it cries
again.  “Shall [ now take.off my head for you!” he asks.

“Oh, no, your honor, noooo!” says the crowd. *Well,
here I have some books that help a man to do something
more wonderful than take out his teeth, or even unhinge his
head. They tell how to change the heart of a man, and
make him love good rather than evil.”

Responsibility of the Church

That He whose right it is shall reign, and that ultimately
Christ will gain the victory over every rival to His peaceful
sway in China, no Christian can doubt. But while our Lord
postpones His personal coming to that Empire, and to the
world, His disciples have no right to delay their going
thither. His “Go ye,” is a categorical imperative, and admits
of no tarrying. The conquest of China is the storming of
heathenism's Gibraltar, and demands corresponding forces
and prayers. The Church should be as awake to the priceless
value of this populous territory as are earthly powers. If
India is “the rudder of Asia,” China is her gigantic hull,
filled with teeming life, and threatened with awful shipwreck,
unless guided into waters of quietness ; worse still, if left to
her own awakened stsersmen, she may become a menace to
the world. What she needs is a prize crew to take possession
of her in the name of humanity, and of Christ, and make her
a vital factor in Asia and for the kingdom of God.— Dawn on
the Hills of T"ang.

Proud of His Color

A Chinese boy, in a mission school, was being examined
concerning the different races of the world, and their color.

“ What color is the negro, my boy 1" asked the examiner,

“ Black, sir.”

“Good : and whac color is the American Indian?”

“Copper color, sir.”

“Right : And what color is an Englishman 1"

‘White, sir.”

“And now what is the color of a Chinaman, my boy 1"

*Man color, sir,” proudly answered the youth,

The Foreigner a Puzzle

The missionary in a new locality is a living interrogation
point to the Chinese. He ig carefully watched, and it is
rveported that his wife has light hair ; why does she not use
ink to cause it to conform to the orthodox color?! How can
she be so unfilial as to be living in China when her rightful
mistress, her mother-in-law, is thousands of miles away ! Her
garments, too, are so odd, and her husband's coat has ‘buttons
in the middle of the back, and they have a stove with no one
knows how many lumps of coal burning in it all at once,

It puzzles them to account for women having reached the
age of thirty, and being single yet. Probably the reason for
this is that they had such bad tempers that no mother-in-
law was found heroic enough to consent to the marriage,

Even the wonder working medical missionary does not
escape the tongue of the gossip-monger. He works great
cures—yes, but do you not know that he also gouges out eyes
and digs out hearts? We marvel that with good Chinese
hearts and eyes to aid them, foreigners can compound magic
medicine and construct heaven-piercing telescopes, And so
on endlessly,

When the Idol Repented

A poor man in China went to pray to an idol that had
been placed outside the temple. Tt is not known what he
asked for, but he promised that if his idol would answer him
he would give him his cow. The man’s prayer was answered,
but he repented of his bargain, and as he did not wish to part
with his cow he went to the idol again to be released from
his promise. He said : “T know T promised to give you my
cow, but I am very poor. I have only one cow ; if | give it
to you, how shall I get my fields plowed !” and wo on, asking
to be allowed to keep his cow. The idol would not let him
off, but said the cow must be kept,

At last the man could do nothing else but tether the cow
to the idol's chair and go sorrowfully home, wondering how
he could get on without her. He sat down in his room to
think over his troubles, and lo ! he had not sat long before
he heard a great shouting. He went to the door to see, and
there was his cow coming along the road as fast as it could,
dragging the idol after it. How the people laughed, and
how glad the poor man was! It never occurred to him that
the cow had brought the idol. No, indeed ! He thought it
was the idol that had repented of his hardness of heart and
had brought his cow back to him,

A Fine Distinction

Rev. W. E. Soothill, author of “A Mission in China,”
reviewed elsewhere in this paper, thus tells of his difficulties
in learning the Chinese language :

Once upon a time I had an argument with a Christian
plasterer whose conscience would not allow him to waste my
money, The local whitewash possessed a yellowish tinge
which did not please me, and, having a dim recollection of
hearing that a little blue powder mixed with the whitening
would whiten it, T said to the plasterer—

“Just go and buy a little !a, and mix it with this white.
wash.”

“La! la wouldn’t mix with whitewash”

“Oh yes, it would,” said youthful confidence,  run off and
buy some.”

“It wouldn’t be any good and only waste your money,”

*“ Never mind,” T said, “I'll rigk the waste, away you go,”

“No,” said the little man stubbornly, “it won’t mix.”

Becoming a trifle displeased, I looked up and wrote out the
Chinese character, handed it to him, and said, “Now go at
once and buy some of that.”

“Oh!” said he, looking at the character, “you said Ja—
wax, It's la—blue—you mean.” Just the difference between
a rising inflection and a sort of twirl in the voice,
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Interesting Facts About China

The Country

China is known by various names: * The
Middle Kingdom,” *The Flowery Land,”
“The Celestinl Empire,” * The Land of
Sinim.”

It contains four million square miles
and is divided into China proper, Man-
churia, Mongolia, Bast Turkestan, and
Jungaria. It is equal in extent to the
United States and the Provinces of On-
tario and Quebec.

China has a sea-coast of two thousand
miles in length, with a soil of remarkable
fertility, open to
the ocean winds,
and watered by
noble rivers, with a
territory lying al-
most entirely with-
in the temperate
zone.

The numerous
rivers and many
canals of China
form its frequented
highways. The two
largest of these
rivers are the
Huang Ho and the
Kiang River.

The Huang Ho is
frequently called
“China’s Sorrow,”
from the fact that
it sometimes over-
flows its banks and
causes wholesale
destruction of crops
and an enormous
loss of life.

The lakes of the
Empire are unim-
portant, though in
some sections they
are very numerous.
They are usually quite picturesque, and
support a large aquatic population, whose
fleets of boats thickly dot thefr waters.

Chinese scenery is quite varied. There
are lofty mountains and low-lying hills,
elevated plateaus and monotonous plains,
parched and sterile areas and fertile dis-
tricts bathed in molsture.

The temperature varies greatly, but its
average is lower than in any other coun-
try of the same latitude, Missionaries
and other Occidentals find China fairly
healthful. Foreigners are rarely attacked
by cholera, smallpox, ete, to which the
natives are exposed,

China was probably 700 years old when
the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, and
Chinese records are more or less reliable
since 200 B.C.

There are 1,700 walled cities in China.
Peking, the capital, is four miles square,
and is really four ecities in one.

One of the sights of China is the great
wall, which was built 204 B.C. to protect
the people against the Tartar invasion, It
is mearly 1,600 miles long, fifteen to thiiiy
feet high, and fifteen feet wide at the top.

Chinese when once
resist all change. When once the custom
or dialect has become fixed, it resembles
plaster-of-Paris which has set, and while
it may be broken, cannot be changed.

Few inconveniences of the Celestial Em-
pire make upon the Western mind a
more speedy and a more indelible im-

pression than the entire absence of “ sani-
tation.” Whenever there has been an
attempt made to accowplish something
in the way of drainage, the resultant
evils are very much greater than those
which they were designed to cure,

No matter how long one has lived in
China he remains in a condition of men-
tal suspense, unable to decide that most
interesting question so often raised,
“ Which is the filthiest city in the Em
pire ?”

The People

China has a population of about four
hundred millions, or nearly onethird of
the human race,

The Chinese are remarkably industrious
when there is sufficient motive, and were
it not for the opium vice, they would rank
high among the nations of the world for
temperance, a trait largely fostered by
their use of tea,

Except within clan and family lines, the
Chinese are not a very sociable people, nor
dees their idea of the privacy of the home
permit of much hospitality.

Bravery is not so characteristic of the
Chinese as of Mongols and Manchus, yet
in war, if they have confidence in their
leaders, they well deserve the mame worn
on their breasts: “ Brave.”

Filial piety is a dominating factor in
Chinese life, and conservatism is a most
noticeable trait of their character,

When the Tartars conquered China they
made the people wear queues, as a budge
of servitude. It has now become a sign
of citizenship. Without it a man is
counted a rebel,

The Chinese have many peculiar ways
of doing things. Instead of shaking a
friend’s hand, they (hake their own.
Gentlemen keep their hats on in company.
They read down instead of across a page,
and from the right side toward the left,
Footnotes are at the top of a page.

The masses of the people are very poor,
earning barely enough to sustain life, but
this is because there is mo great incentive
to stir the lower classes to rise above the
fate of their ancestors.

They know how to struggle for an exist-
ence, and they know nothing else. They
do not knmow whether they have three
souls, as is currently supposed, or one, or
none, and so long as the matter has mo
relation to the price of grain, they do not
sce that it is of any consequence whatever.

Most of the people are untruthful and
dishonest. It is rather a dangerous thing
to say to an Englishman or an American:
“You are a liar,” but a Chinaman would
not feel very much disturbed if a similar
statement were made to him. To say to a
Chinaman: “ You are an habitual liar,” is
like saying to an Englishman: “You are
a confirmed punster.”

It is a general habit for the Chinese to
go bareheaded at almost all seasons of the
year, and especially in summer. Very few
use an umbrella, but fans are quite com-
mon,

The high rate of Chinese interest, rang-
ing from twenty-four to thirty-six per
cent., is a proof of the lack of mutual con-
fidence. The larger part of this extortion-
ate exaction does not represent payment
for the use of money, but insurance on the
risk, which is very great.

Chinese houses in cities are built of
brick, one story high, with cemented floors,
In villages they are of mud, with thatched
roof and earth floor. 1he windows are
lattice work, covered with oiled paper.

Many of the people live in boat houses.
Their children are born, live and die, in
hoats. At one time there were 84,000 of
these ctrange homes in Canton alone.

As to food, rice and vegetables are the
staff of life in the central and southern
parts of the Empire, while in the north,
wheat flour or millet takes the place of
rvice, Chinese cookery is ingenious in its
ability to give flavor to the tasteless rice
or boiled wheat flour by a multitude of
inexpensive relishes,

The Chinese are fond of kite-flying, jug-
gling and theatrical amusements, which
sometimes last for days. Various forms
of gambling are quite common.

The typical Chinese dwelling comprises a
series of courts, and in each of them the
buildings are arranged around a central
iquare or rectangle. Even the abodes of
the rich are not likely to be spacious, but
consist of an endless duplication of sim-
ilar series. There is always a deadly lack
of ventilation. There is nowhere the pos-
sibility of privacy, or for that matter,
the desire for it.

The Chinese eat from heavy square
tables meant for eight guests only. They
are the only Asiatics using chairs. There
are no closets in the houses, and clothing
is folded up in large trunks, occupying in
the houses . of the better eclass much
space.

Under normal conditjolrnll the Chinese

are p an
fond of their children, taking great de-
lii):: in flowers, in the cultivation of
which they excel.

Products

The Chinese are, for the most part,
agriculturista and derive their sustenance
from a fertile, wisely tilled soll. They
can scarcely be called farmers, as land is
occupied in such small holdings that gar-
dening and fruit culture are the result.

An incessant use of the hoe, an applica-
tion of every particle of fertilizer obtain-
able, and unstinting irrigation insure
sbundant crops.

All the cereals, most of the vegetables
common in America, & variety of fruits,
including some of tropical character, are
grown, and much attention is paid to the
opium poppy and the tea shrubs,

Fish swarm in the seas and rivers and
are found even in pools. Wild fowl are
{blmtl!\ll, and frogs are ingeniously caught
n large numbers.

The mineral wealth of China is enor-
mous, but thus far has hardly been
touched. The coal areas are twenty times
more extensive than those of Great Bri-
tain, and are conveniently distributed
throughout the provinces,

China is perhaps the only country in
the world which, in the past, has been
entirely capable of supplying its own
wants.

Professor Keane says: “Next to agri-
culture the main resource of China lies in
the ground itself, which harbors supplies
of ores and coal sufficient, some day, to
revolutionize the trade of the world.”
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Industrial and Commercial

The industries of the Empire are car-
ried on with assortment of tools,
but with few machines. This means that
manual labor is everywhere predominnnt.

In mining, shafts were sunk only to
slight depths until recently, becausé it
was thought that it would incense the
dragon and disturb the terrestrial influ-
ences,

Wages are naturally low and competi-
tion keen, From six to ten cents will hire
an ordinary laborer for a day, while arti-
sans can be had from twelve to twenty-five
cents,

Chinese cash is emphatically * filthy
lucre.” it cannot be handled without con-
tomination. There is no uniformity of
weight in the current copper eash, but all
is both bulky and heavy,

The canals of China, largely found in
the Central Provinces, are numerous, and
date from a time when none such existed
in Europe.

The only currency in China, until re-
cently, has been the brass cash with a
square hole for stringing, the size vary-
ing from a five cent silver piece to a
diameter of more than an inch. It is not
uncommon to find coins in daily use
which were minted a thousand years ago.

The standards of weight are never the
same in any two places (unless by acci-
dent), and the same place may have an
indefinite number of silver or other
weights, making the losses in buying and
selling alike serious and inevitable,

Chinese economy is exhibited in the
transactions of retail merchants, to whom
nothing is too small for attention. A
dealer in odds and ends, for example, is
able to give the precise number of
matches in a box of each of the different
kinds, and he knows to a fraction the
profit on each box.

Idleness in China is not conspicuous,
Everyone seems to be doing something.
There are, of course, many wealthy per-
sons who can live without dolng any
work, but their life i8 not ordinarily of
a kind which is externally visible to the
foreigner. Wealthy people in China do
not commonly retire from business, but
devote themselves to it with the same
kind and degree of attention as when they
‘were poor,

Chinese shops are always opened early,
and they close late. The system of book-
keeping, by a system of double entry, ap-
pears to be so minute that the account-
ants are often kept busy till a very late
hour recording the sales and balancing
the entries. When nothing else remains
to be done, clerks can be set to sorting
over the brass cash taken in, in quest of
rare coins which may be sold at a profit.

Religions

The three prominent religions of China
are Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism.

Confucius was a man who lived about
600 B.C. He was a public teacher and
had 3,000 disciples, whom he taught a

system of morals which considered
vecessary for this life. He emphasized
filial piety, benevolence, I He

taught no relation to a living Go‘d, but
dealt with morals and politics.

The Chinese claim that “Confucianism

rated China.” It is true that it has

more adherents than any other one religion.
There are 1,500 temples where offerings
are made in his honor, and his writings
are text-books in the schools.

“The worship of ancestors forming the
backbone of Conf in its practieal
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outcome is the Gibraltar of Chinese belief,
before which Christianity stands almost
powerless "

The worship of ancestors means that the
Chinese, with their fannlies, worship the
dead father, grandfather, etc. Tablets
twelve or fifteen inches high are placed in
the ancestral hall or in the family room
and before these incense is burned morn-
ing and evening. Every spring at the
*“ Festival of the Tombs " this worship is
universal and many offerings are made.

According to Dr. Yates' careful estimate
over 150 million dollars are spent every
year in China on ancestral worship, which
means much to a country sadly in need of
every dollar,

Taoism has become u kind of demon
worship, and has many idols. Spirits
above and spirits below, demons on the
right hand and on the left, fears in life
and terrors at death, drive the supersti-
tious-ridden victim to the supposed saviour,
the Taoist priest, whose costly ministra-
tions bring only despair,

Buddhism was brought from India
nearly 2,000 years ago. It teaches trans-
migration of souls, sacredness of animal
life and the worship of Buddha.

The result of heathen worship has made
tha Chinaman a creature governed by fate
and fear, “He feels that the earth, the
air and the heavens above him are filled
with mysterious powers, envious if he is
happy, unwilling to give him health or
sympathy.”

“The worship at Chinese temples is
largely liturgical and hence . incomprehen-
sible, as the liturgy is in Sanskrit, which
is only imperfectly represented by Chinese
sounds. The portly abbot, supported by
his retinue of monks, candles and burning
incense, the monotonous droning of litur-
gies, the repetition of merit-bringing
phrases and prayers accompanied by the
rattle of rosaries, the measured beati ing of
wooden fish-heads and prostrations in an
atmosphere heavy with pent-up smoke, are
the prevailing impressions brought away
by the visitor.”

C diti

of W,

The great events in Chinese family life
are, as with us, births, marriages and
deaths, If the infant is a girl, her com-
ing is not welcomed, and she is often
quietly despatched, not so much through
heartlessness as because the family is too
poor to support her until marriageable,
“One boy is worth ten girls,” the Chinese
fathers say.

Marriage usually ushers a girl into a
life made bitter by bondage to a notoriously
stern and capricious mother-in-law. Thou-
sands commit suicide either just before
marriage, or after a few days of service
under such a vixen,

Not one in a thousand of Chinesa girls
knows how to read. The favored few
among the higher classes study “The
Girls’ Classic,” which teaches rules of
behavior such as obedience, industry, etc.
They also learn to embroider and make
some of their garments.

The lower classes work in the flelds,
grind the rice or corn, prepare the food,
lgln and weave the cotton, sew, make the
shoes, ete.

When a girl is five or six years old the
binding of her feet begins. All the toes
excepting the great toe are folded down
under the foot and the lieel is pressed for-
ward. Then a bandage of muslin, four
or five feet long and a few inches wide, is
wound back and forth to hold the foot in
shape. This bandage Is tightened when-
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ever it is removed, and in the course of
five or six years the great toe and that
part of the heel which has been drawn
very near it are all that is left to thrust
into the tiny shoe, which is two and one-
half or three inches long.

Foot binding causes extreme pain, and
women crippled in this way must have ser-
vants to perform all heavy tasks,

A decree has been issued from Peking
exhorting parents not to bind their daugh-
ters’ feet, and stating that no men will be
employed by the Empire whose wives or
daughters have their feet bound.

Girls have no voice in the choice of a
husband. FEarly betrothals are made by
parents when both girls and boys are very
young, But a girl may be sold to an old
wretch—a gambler, opium smoker or even
an idiot, and no law protects her.

It is a Chinese proverb that It is im-
possible to be more malevolent than a
woman,” and her husband manages her on
the principle that nothing will frighten
a wilful wife but a beating.”

Literature and Education

The Chinese are very proud of their
literature, which is very ancient. Before
the days of David the Psalmist, Wung
Wlng, a  Chinese Emperor, composed
classics which are committed to memory
to this day by literary men.

Until within a decade the educational
system of the Chinese Empire has been
based almost solely upon a classic litera-
ture thousands of years old. The Chinese
have thought not forwards, but backwards,
For their information concerning so vital
& subject as modern geography, the well-
read natives of the interior have depended
upon Chinese works published more than
a century ago, and filled with millenium
old ideas,

The Chinese invented the art of print-
ing five hundred years before Caxton, the
first English printer, was born, and yet
when Protestant Christianity was intro-
duced only five per cent, of the men could
read and write, 3

Their historical works are exceedingly
minute and prolix. The history of two
rebellions during the 19th century fills 360
volumes, while the local history of the
city of Su-Chou has forty volumes, and
that of the Province of Kuang-tung is in
182 volumes,

A large proportion of Chinamen can now
read and write, Every man who can spare
a few cash each month sends his son to
school. Many Chinamen study until they
are old men to obtain degrees,

A college has been established in Shang-
hai under Imperial sanction to teach
Western science. It is proposed to train
teachers who in turn will establish similar
schools elsewhere,

A native writer in writing of the differ-
ent gradations in society places the
scholar first, “ because mind is superior to
wealth, and it is the intellect that dis-
tinguishes man above the lower order of
beings, and enables him to provide food
and raiment and shelter for himself and
for other creatures.”

Chiuese education consists largely in
memorizing. The pupil in school studies
“out loud” by repeating his lesson over
and over. When he recites he stands with
his back toward the teacher, who does not
fail to punish him if he makes a mistake,

The pupils can “commit to memory *'
with an ease which is astonishing; but
their reasoning powers are neglected. They
cannot tell the “how” and “why” of
their easiest lessons,
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The Children of China

About Chinese Boys

The early years of a Chinese boy are
spent in what, viewed from the experience
of a decade later, must appear to him a
condition of supreme happiness. He is
welcomed to the household with a wild
delight, to which it is wholly impossible
for an Occident to do any justice. He be
gins life on the theory that whatever he
wants, that he must have. This theory
is also the one acted upon by those who
have him in charge, to an extent which
seems to us, who occupy the position of
impartial critics, truly amazing. A Chi-
nese mother is the literal slave of her
children. 1f they cry they must be cod-
dled, most® probably carried about, and
at whatever expense, if it is possible to
revent such a terrible state of things.

hey must not be allowed to cry con
tinuously. In this respect, at least, it
does not appear that there is much dis
tinction between the treatment of boys
and girls.

R NAMES

QUE

The names given to Chinese children,
like those of the babies of the North
American Indians, are frequently
suggested by whatever happens
first to attract the father's at-
tention, such us Basket, Cart,
etc. BEach year of the cycle of
twelve has an animal hich
“belongs to"” it, Dog, Cat,
Chicken, Tiger, Horse or Mon
key, and all these names are
constantly employed. If when
the child is born an old grand
mother happens to be three
score and ten, he is not improb-
ably dubbed “Seventy.” Many
have no other appellation than
a numerical one such as Three,
Five or Six, to the hopeless
confusion of an enquirer. It
the child seems to be of a good
constitution, he may receive the
title of stone, or Solid. Should
he be plump he is likely to be
styled Little Fat One ; if dark
colored, Little Black One. Bad
Temper and Little Idiot are
common, and if all the previous
children have died, the last one
may go by the name of Great
Repairs,

TO DECEIVE THE FOWERS OF EVIL

When the parents are pe-
culiarly fearful lest an only boy
should be made way with by
malicious spirits, they often call
him by a girl’s name in order to deceive
the powers of evil, and thus beat them
at their own game. Another plan with
the same end in view is a nominal adop
tion into another family, where the chil-
dren spend at least a portion of their
time, the spirit being thus hopelessly per
plexed as to which family really owns
the child! Slave Girl and Old Woman
are names sometimes given to boys under
these conditions. A man who had more
irls than he desired, called one of them

nough Hawks (Kou Ying), while an
other little maid was outfitted with the
happy title ““ Ought-to-have-been-a-boy '
(Kai Tzu). Girls are frequently named
for birds, fruits and flowers,

All the preceding are ““ milk-names,” or
“ small names,” which strangers must be
careful, even should they know them,
never to employ. No greater insult can
be put upon an adult Chinese than to
revile him in public by his “small name"

—a by no means infrequent occurren
which seems to convey the implication
that the reviler knows all about his
antecedents  and holds them in  supreme
contempt.

To most Chinese children there is vi
little that is atiractive in their homes,
The instinct of self-preservation does often
lead them to flysthither, as soon as they
meet with any repulse from without, but
this instinct they share with animals,

AMUSEMEN

Chinese courtyards are almost invari-
ably very contracted, and allow little
scope for enterprising youth to indulge in
any but the most orude and simple forms
of amusement, The Chinese lad generally
has but few toys, and those of the sim
plest and most clumsy description. At
certain festivals, especially in the cities,
one sees the children loaded down with
all varieties of playthings often of a
flimsy and highly inexpensive charaoter.
In the country the same phenomenon is
ohserved wherever there has been a large
fair, at which the provision for the chil-
dren is always on a scale commensurate
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scurity, By the dim light of a small and
ill-trimmed wick, dipped into a few spoon-
fuls of crude vegetable oil, the evening’s
occupations are carried on as best they
may -be; but to a foreigner a Chinese
home is at such times most ideally com-
fortless, especially if the season be win-
ter. No wonder that those members of
the family who can do so, are glad to
crawl upon the more or less perfectly
warmed k’ang, and wrap themselves in
their wadded bed-clothes. During the por-
tion of his existence in which the father
and the mother of the Chinese child most
gladly forsake him, kind Morpheus takes
him up, and claims him for his own.

OUT-DOOK GAMES,

The outdoor games of Chinese children
are mostly of a tame and uninteresting
type. Tossing bits of earth at a mark,
playing shuttlecock with his toes and
heels, striking a small stick sharpened at
the ends so as to make it jump into a
city,” a species of *“fox and geese,”
kind of cat’s-cradle, a variety of * jack-
stones,”’—these are among the most pop-
nlar juvenile amusements in the rural
regions with which we happen to be mc-
quainted, Chinese cities have allurements
of their own, some of which do not dif-
fer essentially from those found in other
parts of the world than China. But even
in the country, where restrictions are at
a minimum, Chinese lads do not appear
to take kindly to anything which involves
much exercise. One does not ordinarily
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with their known wants. But of these
articles made of earth, paper, bits of
cloth, clay, reeds, sugar, and other per-
ishable substances, nothing will be left
when the next moon shall have com-
pleted its orbit. In regions where bam-
boo is to be had, there are a few more
serviceable and less fragile articles con-
structed expressly for the children, and
such articles doubtless have a longer
lease of life.

That Chinese parents should take oc-
casion to have a romp with their chil
dren, or even to engage with them in
any game whatever, is, so far s we have
observed, a thing wholly outside of the
range of their wildest imagination, Chil-
dren have very few games which can be
played in the house, and the time which
18 to our little ones the cream of the
whole day, that namely in which they
can gather “around the cvening lamp,”
is to the Chinese a period of dismal ob

see them running races, as foreign boys
of the same age cannot fail to do, and
their jumping and climbing are of the
most elementary sort. We have never
heard of a crow which was so injudicious
as to build its nest'in a spot where it
would be visible to the eye of an Anglo-
Saxon boy, unless the owner of the eye
had previously made a long journey wi

it to a distance from all human habita-
tions. But Chinese crows build their
huge nests in all sorts of trees, in and
about every Chinese village. Tt is not
uncommon to see an old poplar with ten
or twelve of these huge mats of sticks,
which are undisturbed from year to year
and from generation to generation.

NOT STRONG ON BATHING

The Chinese boy can seldom get access
to running water; that is to say the pro-
portion who can do so is infinitesimal,
Most of them have no rivers, lakes or
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ponds in which they can plunge and learn
to swim, or in which they can fish. The
village mud-hole is the nearest approach
to the joys of a * watering-place”’ to
which Chinese children can or inarily as-
pire. These excavations are the holes
whence the material for the village houses
was originally dug. During the summer
time these pits, many of them as large
as a dry-dock, are filled to the brim with
dirty water, and at such times they are
sure ‘to be surrounded by groups of chil-
dren clad in the costume of the garden of
Eden, enjoying one of the few luxuries of
their mundane existence. When the boys
are too large to indulge in this amuse-
ment, there is much reason to fear that
most of them have taken their last bath,
no matter to what age their lives may be
prolonged.

If he cannot fish, neither can the Chi-
nese boy go a-hunting, for in the most
populous parts of the plains, of which
80 large a portion of the empire is com-
posed, there is nothing to hunt. A few
small birds and the common hare seem
to constitute the objects most frequently
shot, but except in the case of the lim-
ited number of those who make a busi-
ness of securing such game to sell as o
means of support, there are very few
persons who devote their energies to any
form of hunting, Indeed the instinct
which is said to lead the average Eng-
lishman to remark, “ It is a fine day, let
us go and kill something,” is totally
lacking in the Chinese.

In t.%mse relatively limited parts of the
empire where ice forms to a sufficient
thickness to bear the weight of human
beings, one does see considerable frolick-
ing upon frozen rivers and ponds, But
the propulsion of the ico-sleds with pas-
sengers is a matter of business with those
boatmen who during the season of navi-

ation have no other means of earning a
ﬁving.

Chinese children do not take to them
as our boys do to sleds, and even if they
wish to do so, their parents would never
dream of furnishing the children with
such an ice-sled simply for amuseme:t.
To earn one, as a boy at home earns a
sled or a pair of skates, by doing extra
work, by picking up old iron, and other
similar  expedients, would be for a Chi-
nese lad an impossibility,

THEY HAVE TO WORK,

If the amusements of the Chinese lad
are relatively scanty and uninteresting,
there is one feature of his life which is &
fixed fact, and upon which nothing is al-
lowed to intrude. This is his work. The
number of Chinese children within any
given area is literally incalculable, but it
may be safely laid down as a general
truth that by far the larger part of
these children are for the greater part of
their time made to do some useful work.
There is scarcely any handicraft in which
even the very smallest children cannot be
utilized, and it is for this reason in part
that hereditary occupations are so com-
monly the rule. The child bred up to one
mode of physical activity is fitted for
that, if he is fitted for nothing else, If
he is the son of a farmer, there is a ver:
small portion of the year during whiel
there is not some definite work for him to
do, by way of assisting in the cultiva-
tion of the land. This is no doubt true
of farming everywhere, but the unfailing
industry of the Chinese and the heavy
pressure of the common poverty give to
this fact an emphasis not so strongly
felt in other lands,

But even if the work on the land were
all done, which is never the case until
the winter has actually set in, there are
two occupations at which the children
may be set at any time, and at which
more myriads of young persons are pro-
bably employed than in any other portion
of the planet. These two employments
are gathering fuel and colleeting manure.
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In a land where the expense of transpor-
tation forbids the use of coal in most
places distant even a few miles from
the mouth of the pit, it is necessary to
depend upon what comes from the soil in
any particular place, for fuel to cook the
food and furnish such warmth as can be
ot. Not a stalk, not a twig, not a
eaf is wasted. Even at the hest the pro-
ducts of a field ill-suffice in the item of
fuel for the wants of those who own it.
The Chinese habit of constantly drinking
hot water, which must be furnished afresh
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In the midst of such a barren wilder
ness as constitutes the life of most Chi-
nese children, anything which breaks the
dull monotony is welcomed with keen joy.
The feast-days, the annual or semi-an-
nual fairs hei’d at some neighboring town,
an occasional theatrieal exhibition, the
humbler Punch and Judy performance,
the peripatetic story-teller, the unfailin
succession of weddings and funerals, an
most of all, the half-month holiday at
New Year, all serve as happy reliefs to
the ing grind of daily toil,

as often as it cools and for each chance

There is one incident in the life of the
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comer, consumes a vast amount of fue]
over and above what would be strictly
re%nirm for the preparation of food. The
collection and storage of the fuel supply
is an affair second in importance only to
the gathering of the crops, But in every
village a considerable although varying
proportion of the population is to e
found who own no land. These people
pick up a precarious living as they can,
bg' working for others who have land, but
their remuneration is slight, and often
wholly insufficient for the food supply of
the many mouths clamoring to be filled,

Farm [aborers can be hired by the year
in Shan-tung for a sum equal to not
more than five dollars in old, with food,

ut no perquisities. If the year has an
intercalary month, the laborer sometimes
gets less than two cents a day.  When
refugees from regions flooded by the Yel-
low River abound, workmen can be ob-
tained at merely nominal wages.

The writer has known an able-bodied
boy engaged for a year for a sum equal
to about a dollar and a half (gold). In
another case a lad was offered about a
dollar for a year’s toil, and was required
to find some one as security that he
would not abscond. ’

For the fuel wherewith to cook the
exigous supplies of this uncertain food,
the family " is wholly dependent upon
what the children can scratch together.
Any intermission of this labor is scarcely
less a check upon the means of existence
than the interruption of the work of the
bread-winner himself. In this dismal
struggle for a basket full of leaves and
wneflg, the children of China expend an-
nually incomputable millenniums of work,

Chinese lad, which assumes in his eyes
some degree of importance, to which
most Occidental boys are strangers, This
is the ceremony of donning the cap, in
other words of becoming a man, and his
marriage. The age at which this takes
place is far from being a fixed one, but
18 often in the vicinity of sixteen. The
customs observed vary widely. In some
rural districts they frequently consist in
nothing more exciting than ' the playing
by a band of music in the evening before
his marriage, and a visit on the part of
the young man to each house in the vil-
lage where he makes his prostration, much
as at New Year, and s henceforth to be
considered a full-grown man, and is pro-
teoted to some extent from snubs because
he is “only a child.”

In all lands and in an climes, * wo-
man’s work is never done,” and this s
most especially true of China, where ma-
chinery has not yet expelled the primitive
processes of what is Iiterally
ture, or work by the hand. The care
of silkworms, and the pleking, spinning
and weaving of cotton, are largely the
labor of women, to which the girls are
Introduced at a very early age, The
sewing for a Chinese family is a serious
matter, especlally as the number of faml.
lles who can afford to hire help in this
line is a verv trifling proportion,

In the couniry distriets all over the
Emplre, boys and girls alike are sent out
to gather together as much fuel ag pos
sible for the preparation of the food, and
this continues in the case of the girls
until they are too large to xgo any dfs-
tance from home.—Village Life in
China,
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A Young Chinese Hero

The history of the Boxer Rebellion con-
tains many thrilling accounts of the hero-
ism and endurance of the Chinese Chris-
tians. ‘‘ China's Book of Martyrs,” by
Luella Miner, tells the story of a brave
native boy, which is worth repeating,

He was not a real beggar, but it was
in that disguise tha# the boy of fourteen
started out from the Brilish Legation on
his perilous mission. His home was in
the Province of Shantung, but for three
years he had been in Peking, and one
year of that time he had spemt in Dr
Ament’s school for boys. In the spring of
1900 he was in & barber's shop learning
the trade.

That June night when nearly every
mission in Peking was burned, and hun-
dreds of Christians were slaughtered, Wu
Yuan's master commanded him to burn
incense. He ‘refused, saying, “l am a
Christian,”” and was turned out into the
horrors of the Peking streets. For sev
eral days he wandered up and down, but
no one recognized the shrewd-faced, fear-
less lad as a Christian. In the ruins of a
shop which had been burned because its
owner was a Christian, he found a little
money with which he bhought food, and
at night he lay down in some doorway
to s The day before the mission-
aries tc refuge in the British Legation
he saw Dr. Ament on the street near
the Methodist mission, and told him his
story. From that time Wu Yuan was
numbered with the Christian refugees,

In the besieged legations men watched
day and night for the eoming of that re
lief army upon which the lives of thous
ands depended. Surely it could not have
turned back. During the first days of the
siege, more than one devoted man, not
counting his life dear unto himself, had
started out with a message to the relief
army, or to Tientsin

Two weeks of the siege passed, and not
one of these messengers returned. Per-
haps their lives had been offered up, a
vain sacrifice. On every side the lega-
tions were closely invested, and every
step of the eighty miles to Tientsin was
beset with danger.

On July 5th Dr. Ament and others
went among the Christian refugees to ask
if any would undertake the dangerous
mission to Tientsin. A large reward was
offered, but there was no response. As
they were returning, Dr. Ament saw Wu
Yuan and asked him if he would dare to
go. ‘“‘ Yes, I'm not afraid ; I'll go,” was
the ready reply.

That night Wu Yuan, dressed as a beg-
gar, stood on the high city wall with
some American marines, Concealed under
the porridge in the beggar's bowl was a
tiny missive wrapped in oiled silk, A
rope was fastened about the boy, and
in the darkness he was quietly let down
into the southern city. Three times he
pulled the rope as a signal that all was
well, and this was the last we knew .of
Wu Yuan for many a day. Already he
had met one mishap ; his bowl had been
broken in the descent. But feeling care-
fully in the spilled porridge he found the
precious little note, less than an inch
square, and made his way to the great
gate near by, connecting the northern
and southern cities. There he waited, for
the outer gates would not be open until
morning. In the early morning he fol-
lowed a porridge-vender along the great
street, and out to the ruins of the rail-
way station, five miles away., Everywhere
he saw the Boxers, but no one noti
the little beggar boy, as he joined group
after group, listening eagerly for any

word about the foreign army. No one
mentioned that subject ; all were talking
about how they would kill the foreigners,
and where they could find the Christians.

Disappointed at not getting news of a
relief army, he turned toward T'ung
Chou, determined to press through to
Tientsin. He saw men with guns and
swords hunting through the grain fields
for fugitive Christians. ‘e must kill
every. one, men women and childr said
one. “They must be found!” exclaimed
anather group. Then he heard the re-
mark, *“ We must not leave even a cat or
dog that belongs to them.” He saw one
man cut down. ‘' Were you not afraid "’
one asked as he told his story. “No;
just prayed all the time in my heart,”
the boy replied.

He had to go roundabout ways for
fear of being detected, and to hide when-
ever he saw soldiers coming, so it was
datk when he reached T'ung Chou, four-
teen miles from Peking. He crouched in
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much depended on his getting to Tientsin,
so he rose at once and started on his
way. He met no new adventur
tsin was in the hands of the allies, and
three days after leaving the Boxer camp,
he reached the Ru outpost at the
north gate of Tients| During those
three days he did not have one good
meal he aiterwards said, ‘I was
happy in my heart if not in my stom-
ach.” The Russians allowed him to
pass, and seeing some Japanese soldiers
inside the gate, he gave them his letter.
They looked at it curiously ; then gave
it back to him. For three days more he
wandered about, finding no one who
would answer his questions. At last he
came upon three British soldiers cooking
their breakfast, and handed them the
letter, which they at once gave to their
officer. One of the soldiers asked him it
he had had his breakfast. ‘“ No, I'm not
hungr he said. * That letter is very
important ; my foreign friends are shut
up in Peking, and are in great danger.”
Assuring him that everything possible
would be done, they gave him a large
bowl of rice and meat. ‘“ Beel it was,
too,” he remarked with a smile of satis-
faction, as he told his story to the for-
lorn horse-eaters in the legation.

The British officers gave him thirty
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a gateway of a shop that night, and in
the early morning started on his second
day’s tramp. He had gone twelve miles
when he lol? into the hands of a band of
Boxers, and was taken to their camp.
They asked him where he was going.

“To Tientsin to find some relatives,”
was the reply.

““ Where is your home ?” was the next
question.

* Shantung,” said the boy.

Then they searched him but did not find
the letter which he had carefully con-
cealed in the cloth garter hound round his
ankle. For eight days the Boxers kept
him a prisoner, and made him work for
them. His heart was very heavy as the
time went on, and he saw no hope of
making his escape. On the eight day he
was sick with chills and fever, and did
not get up. Some of the Boxers said,
“The boy is homesick ; qive him a little
money and let him go.” So they gave
him five cents and set kim free.

Siek though he was, he knew that

cents, and the next day he was taken to
the foreign settlement to see the British
Consul. He told him that his friends
were hard pressed, day and night, add-
ing, ““ Please huvry troops to Peking.”
The next day the British Consul gave
Wu Yuan a letter, and he started back,
He put the letter, which was about half
an inch square, in the hem of his loose
upper garment, near his pocket. The
second day he was searched by Chinese
soldiers, but he kept one hand on the
hem and with the other hand held open
the pocket, so the little letter was not
discovered. At Yang Ts’un there were
so many soldiers that he did not dare go
into the town ; but on the outskirts he
found the ruins of an old locomotive,
and, creeping into the smokestack, he fell
asleep. The fourth night he spent only a
few miles from Peking, and his heart re-
fused to believe the rumor that all of
the foreigners in Psking had been killed.
e next day, from early morning until
late in the alternoon, he went hither and
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thither trying to steal through the Boxer
lines. At last he succeeded, and aff

several narrow escapes as he made his
way toward the legations in the darkness,
he reached a bridge on Legation Street
held by American soldiers. There he
waited until light, when he was seen by
a soldier. “ Don’t shoot ; I'm a messen-
ger,” cried the boy. The soldier did not
understand his words, but he helped him
up the bank of the canal and took him
into the American Legation. From there
he was taken to the British Legation,
where he delivered his precious missive
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telling of the vast army gathering in
Tientsin which would soon march to
the relief of Peking.

A glad crowd surrounded the little
Chinese hero, and many eyes were
dimmed with tears; but he seemed all
unconscious of having done a noble deed.
He had done his duty, and was happy in
the thought that he had been able to do
his foreign friends a service. He was
glad, too, that with the $250 which was
given him as a reward he could provide
his old uncle in Peking with a means of
support.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
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I ant We organized our class

Toronto Sund
Union

The Annual Convention of the Toronto
Methodist Sunday School Union ‘was_ held
in the fine new schooiroom of Wesley
Church on Tuesday evening, Feb. 26th.
It was well attended and was eminently
successful. The feature of the afternoon
session was a lively discussion on the
tobaceo question, growing out of an ad-
dress on “ Temperance and Anti-Narcot-
ism,” by Dr. Lowery. Some alarming
statements were made concerning the
numbers of boys and young men who are
addicted to the use of tobacco, and a
strong resolution was passed recommend-
ing that Anti-Narcotic Leagues be formed
in all our Sunday Schools.

Mrs. J. J. Eaton, primary superintend-
ent of North Parkdale Sunday School,
gave a most interesting paper on “ Hints
for Primary Workers.” At the close of
the afternoon session the delegates, to
the number of about two hundred, took
tea together in the banquet hall of Wesley
Church, a spacious and comfortable room
where the ladies of the congregation had
provided a sumptuous repast. After full
justice had been done to the good things,
a Round Table Conference was held while
seated at the tables, which consisted of
a number of practical questions, answered
by different superintendents.

In answering the question, “ How can
Sunday School average attendance be im-
proved?” Mr. Ammon Davis said: “ The
fundamental thing must be, on the part
of the workers, a thorough consecration
to their work. Officers and teachers
should feel that they are responsible for
the souls of their scholars, If the teacher
will come into such contact with scholars
as to know them, and be interested in all
that concerns them, there will be a great
improvement in attendance.

When a scholar is absent the absence
should be immediately noted. Send and
inquire the cause. This shows both
scholar and parent that the teacher is
really Interested In them. Very good use
could be made of the Messenger Service,
The method of keeping a record of Star
Classes has worked well in many places.

Dr. Courtice was asked to speak on
“What 18 the Value of Teacher-Train-
ing?” He said that the best trained
teachers in our Sunday School ranks are
the Primary Teachers. There is more of
preparation behind their work than be-
hind that of any other teachers. They
have their union and give great attention
to training. What is good for them
ought to be good for others. Dr. Courtice
added that he realized the value of
teacher-training to such an extent that
he was actually doing it,

Mr. Quarrington gave some good hints
in answering, “ How may a teacher-train-
ing class be conducted?”

“When we started a teacher-training
class we looked about for an expert leader
to take charge, but could not find one,
1 did not think I could undertake any
such work, but it was not as difficult as

on the plan of giving twenty minutes to
a study of mormal methods, and forty
minutes for the next Sunday's lesson.
The normal work is taken by the leader
each evening, and the lesson by the teach-
ers in turn. The undertaking has proved
Interesting and successful, and has shown
that an expert leader is not absolutely
necessary.

Mr. Geo. Wilson spoke on “How to
obtain new scholars?’ The practical and
common-sense answer to this question is
“Go after them.” Where do we find
them? I find them behind the counters
of Eaton’s and Simpson’s stores; in the
aisles of the church after service; on
the streets. Many young people have
been brought into our school by personal
invitations extended by our teachers and
officers. Every Sunday School should ap-
point a committee to go out on the street
and invite those who are around the
church doing nothing or sauntering on
the sidewalk.

Dr. McCullough was assigned the ques-
tion: “How can we hold young men in
the Sunday School?” He said: “The
methods that are applicable to other de-
partments of the Sunday School do not
apply to the young men. I have found
the following means useful:

1. Make the young fellows feel that
they are very essential to the success of
the class and school.

2. Give each one something to do dur-
ing the week.

8. After you are through teaching your
lesson, give the young men an oppor-
tunity to talk among themselves.

4. Give them at least two good illustra-
tions each Sunday. Interesting stories
will always attract.

5. Fave the young man's girl there.
Here the responsibility fall: on the
teacher of the young ladies’ class.

“What are the best methods of wel-
coming strangers?” was discussed by Mr.
A. W. Carrick. “I cannot say exactly
what are the best methods, but will men-
tion some that have worked well in our
church. We appoint a few cheerful per-
sons to greet strangers in the corridor of
the church on Sunday morning, and to
extend an {nvitation to the Sunday School,
After doing work of this kind for twenty
years I have only known one case where
the approach has not been kindly re-
ceived.

When strangers come to the school
there should be someone to greet them
at the door, and see that they are as-
slgned to appropriate classes. Cheertul-
ness is perhaps the most essential quali-
fication for doing work of this kind,

“Of what value are Sunday School
Conventions to teachers and officers?”
was assigned to Mr. Parke: “Only those
who have attended them can appreciate
their value. By interchange of ideas our
vision is enlarged and we discover the
vastness of the work. Enthusiasm s de-
veloped. The Convention is to the Sun-
day School what the feed wire is to the
electrie current.
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“ What should be the teacher's relation
to the scholars of his class?” was an-
swered by Mr, Evans, who said: *I shall
answer this by citing a case in our own
Sunday School. A lady who was asked
if she could take more scholars in her
class, replied: ‘I have seventeen girls,
and I chum with every one of them. I
do not think I can chum with more than
that number.’ The teacher should show
some interest in the week-day occupations
of scholars.

Mr. J. A. Jackson, Provincial S. S.
Secretary, told of having received a con-
tribution of $5.00 from a mission Sunday
School, whose officers and teachers desired
to express their gratitude for the good
their school had derived from the con-
ventions which their delegate had at-
tended.

At the evening session Mr. Justice Mac-
laren, President of the International Sun-
day School Association, gave an address
on “The Adult Bible Class Movement.”
After telling of the great impulse which
has recently been given to senior classes
in connection with the Sunday School in
Chicago and other places in the United
States, he went on to speak of his own
class in the Metropolitan Church, Toronto,
For some time this class of young men
had an average attendance of between
twenty-five and forty, but recently the
class has been more thoroughly organ-
ized and the members themselves have
gone out scouting for new scholars. The
membership was divided into two sec-
tions, called the whites and the reds, and
a contest entered upon, the prize to be
given to the side that attended most Tegu.
larly during the quarter, and that brought
in the greatest number of new scholars.
The result has been that the attendance
has grown to over one hundred. There
is no doubt about it, young men can be
induced to come to Sunday School when
earnest work is done by their fellow
young men who are already interested,

Mr. C. B. Keenleyside, of London gave
an inspiring address on * The Sunday
School and Missions,” He referred to
the apathy which existed in the Church
in relation to missions, and thought we
needed a new movement, beginning with
the children, who would soon be our offl-
clal members. In a few years the wealth
of the Church will be in their hands, and
it is very fmportant that habits of gen-
erous glving be now established.

Rev. Dr. Baker spoke earnestly on “ Re-
vivals.”

The following resolutions were passed
by the Assoclation:

Resolved, that this Union recom-
mend to the Methodist Sunday
Schools of Toronto and District :

1. That a Decision Day be held in
each school, during the Baster sea-
son.

2. That in each of the schools a
Rally Day be held on the last Sun-
day in September in each year,

3. That the third Sunday in No-
vember be set apart as a day when
the scholars will be induced to sign
a Temperance Pledge.

4. That the Annual New Year's
Rally be so arranged that it become
more missionary in its character,

A Chinese Sunday-school

A well regulated Chinese Sunday School
is an inspiration. Bright-faced boys, de-
mure girls with ““ willow gait” and flow-
er-bedecked, jet-black hair, a few youths
and maidens, middle-aged and gray-haired
men and women, are keenly enjoying the
singing, the lesson-study, in preparation
for which considerable time has been
spent, and the blackboard work, or review
lesson. Few methods have excited greater
interest than those of modern Sunday
Schools of the West, adapted to conditions
in China.
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A Prosperous Young League
On Oct. 17th last an Epworth League

was organized in connection with the
Montreal West Methodist Church, There
were seven charter members, each one

being elected to fill an office, Mr. A, Peden,
jun,, being elected President, and Miss E,
Rodgers, Secretary, The League has had
its weekly prayer-meeting from week to
week in the homes of the members and
friends, and the membership has more
than doubled. Since the new year began
& series of missionary topics have been
prepared. We spent two evenings study-
ing Japan, two in China, and three in the
Home Land. This last was divided into
a study of Indian missions, at which we
had the Rev Mr. Whitebeans, himself a
native Indian missionary at Oka, to tell
us of that work; “ Missions down by the
Sea,” at which we had Rev. Mr., Muir and
Rev. Mr. Bryant to bring us first hand
information concerning the conditions in
Newfoundland and Bermuda. The third
night, given over to the study of British
Columbia, New Ontario, and the French
work, was occupied by members of our
own League,

These series of missionary meetings were
brought to & close by two enjoyable meet-
ings. The first, on Feb. 27th, was an
illustrated lecture on the “Chinaman in
His Own Country ™ by Rev. W. P. Boshart,
B.D. We obtained the town hall for this
lecture, and Invited the other churches to
join with us, which they did, both the
Episcopalian and Presbyterian pastors
being present. The hall was well filled,
the audience showing signs of manifest in-
terest,

The second evening was held on March
6th, and took the form of a “ Who Am It”

The League at Stirling recently held a
very interesting missionary evening, when
they discussed the constitution and polity
of our Missionary Society,

The Leagues of the Camlachie Cireuit
are aiming at raising $125 for the sup-
ynrl of the District missionary, Rev. C.
olliffe. Already they are sure of $115.

“ Resolved, that the educational system
should be made uniform throughout the
Dominion,” was the subject of a debate
between Maryland St. and Young Epworth

es, Winnipeg. Maryland St took Lie
afirmative and won. After the de-
bate refreshments were served by the
Marylanders, who acted as hosts on the
occasion.

The League at Holmesville recently
held “An Old Friends' Evening” when
letters were read from former members
of the League, and former pastors, Very
interesting communications were recetved
from Toronto, Montreal, Detroit, Dakota,
Californla, ete. This League is prosper-
ing and holding fine meetings with help-
ful discussions.

Elm St. League, Toronto, made a great
hit with a Mock Parliament, which cre-
ated such interest that the large lecture-
room was filled to its utmost capacity.
The proposal of “the Government” that
the League should support a missionary
was carried. Some very clever speeches
were made, and everything carried out in
parliamentary style,

The Epworth League of Central Metho-
dist Church, Sarnia, on March 12, enter-
tained the Leagues of Devine St. and
Parker St. Churches to a social evening.
A large number were present and an en-
joya‘l')le tim, spent. Gocﬂl programme and

social.  Twenty-seven ies  were
represented, and the interest shown was
proven by the fact that out of the twenty-
seven the prize winner guessed twenty-six,
the second coming mext with twenty-four,
and the third with twenty-three, while the
lowest guess was ten. The evening was
filled in with the singing of hymns, light
refreshments being passed round at the
close, Every one seemed to enjoy them-
selves, and the general opinion is that the
amount of missionary information fur-
nished by this series of meetings will prove
of great value in stimulating us to future
efforts,

Just a Line or Two

The League of First Church, Hamilton,
has recently sent in twenty-two subserip-
tions to this paper.

Rev. G. W. Kerby recently received
forty-two new members into the League
of Central Church, Calgary, half of whom
were young men.

A new League has just been organized
at Mount Vernon appointment, on the
Lyons Circuit, at the conclusion of a very
suecessful revival.

The Epworth League at Palmerston
passed a vigorous resolution disapproving
of the establishment of a pool room in
that town, and the pastor of the Methodist
church also protested vigorously against
the innovation,

The League at Carlisle is progressing
finely. The pastor reports that the
League members were most enthusiastic
workers in special evangelistic services
where fifty conversions resulted, a large
percentage of these being young men,

g fea-
ture of the evening was the novel method
introduced of becoming grouped and ac-

uainted.  This was accomplished by
ividing into societies, whilch necessitated
ing ahout.

& Guelph District

News From the Wide Field

The Guelph District Epworth League
held a very successful Summer School
at Acton, Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb.
12 and 13. At the close the visiting dele-
gates were handsomely entertained by
the local League to a bountiful repast
in the school-room, and un enjoyable hour
was spent together.

President—Rev, J. M. Wright, Fergus.

1st Vice—Mr. A. T. Brown, Acton,

2nd Vice—Miss A. Joliiffe, Rockwood.

3rd Vice—Mr. Ralph Steele, Guelph.

4th Vice—Miss Wright, Elora.

Vice-President of Junior Department—
Miss Palmer, Eden Mills.

Sec.-Treas.—Miss Ethel Beatty, Fergus.

Conference Representative—Rev. R. A.
Facey, Nassagaweya.

The invitation of Elora to hold the Win-
ter School there in 1908 was unanimously
accepted,

Dr. Lawford’s Visit to the
Campbellford District

Dr. Lawford, the missionary among the
Galicians at Paken, Alberta, supported by
the Leagues of Campbellford and Brighton
Districts, arrived in Toronto about the
4th of January. He began work on the
Campbellford District, Sunday, January
20th, at Stirling. He gave us very inter-
esting addresses, both morning and even-
ing, which contained a great deal of in-
formation about the work he is doing, that
touched the sympathies and aroused the
enthusiasm of all who heard him. At the
close of the evening service a resolution
was passed peldging the hearty co-opera-
tion of the Sterling League in regard to
the proposed Cottage Hospital. Also
pledges amounting to over $30.00 were
handed in toward the support of this hos-

ital.

’ Dr. Lawford’s visit to the es of
Havelock, Cordova and Blairton, at Have
lock on January 21st, was a time of great
interest and profit to the Leagues, as well
as to the audience present. As a result
he will be still more loyally and gener-
ously sustained in the great work he is
doing among the interesting and needy
people for whose uplifting and evangeli-
zation he labors as a medical missionary.
Both Junior and Senior Leagues pledged
h 1 fi aid issi

The Leagu
Toronto, recently held a Mock City Coun-
cil, at which two by-laws were discussed
as follows:

By-Law No. 23.—To prcvide for the ex-
propriation of the Toront Street Railway
at a price to be fixed by bitration,

By-Law No. 41,144.—.0 provide for the
appropriation of $100,000 for the construc-
tion and maintenance of swimming baths
in the city of Toronto

considerable moving and
e of Sherbourne St. Chureh,

Welland District

The Welland District Winter School,
held at Port Colborne, was quite a suc-
cess. Very helpful papers and addresses
were given, which were much appreciated,
The reports of the departments showed
some definite work done during the year,
and the League work of the district In
progress. The president impressed upon
the delegates the importance of the work
of the individual Leagues. The election
of officers resulted as follows:

President—Rev. D, W. Walker, Wel-
landport.

1st Vice—Rev. W. H. Sterne, Port Rob-
inson.

2nd Vice—Miss H. Box, Ridgeway.

3rd Vice—Mr. D. Corcoran, Welland.

4th Vice—Miss Daisie Gordon, Welland,
5th Vice—Miss Stella Drake, Dunnville,

Sec.-Treas.—Mr. B. A. Pattison, Fen-
wick,

Conference Representative—Rev, C. D,
Draper, Fenwick.

t to iall, the
ary in his efforts to provide suitable build-
ings for hospital work.
Engagements made ao:m weeks before
the ati

and of
the Rally at Keene on January 23rd, But
while they lacked in numbers, they had
an enthusiastic gathering, who listened
with an intense practical interest to the
doctor’s presentation of his work and his
needs. Greater interest was aroused both
in himself and in his work.

A good stirring Rally of the Wark-
worth, Norham and Dartford Leagues was
held at Warkworth on January 24th.
While there was no special resolution
passed pledging any definite sum, all
appeared willing to do all they could extra
for the supply of the needed hospital.

At Campbellford a Rally was held on
January 25th, which appeared to please
Dr. Lawford very much. An attentive
and interested audience filled the church.
The collection amounted to $12.00, about
the same amount was promised s mew
subseriptions, The President and ex-
President, in behalf of the Ewporth
League, presented Dr. Lawford with a set
of silver tea-knives and forks, and a nicely
worded address. He was very grateful,
and replied in 2 few well chosen words.
Refreshments were served in the lecture
room to the young people of the Taber-
nacle and the Bethal Leagues, and a pleas-
ant half hour spent in conversation with
;“lrd worthy representative in the mission

eld.

Dr. Lawford spent Sunday, February




April, 1907—25

3rd, at Norwood, where the members of
the League are loyal to the missionary
cause, The doctor spoke at both services
and also at the Sunday-school in the
afternoon. There was a good representa-
tion of the South Dummer League at the
evening service, after which the Norwood
leaguers presented him with an apprecia-
tive address and a mantel clock. ‘The doc-
tor was surprised and touched by this
manifestation of their affectionate regard,
and replied feelingly, His visit was much
appreciated.

Woodstock District Conven-
tion

The twcifth Annual Convention of the
Woodstock District, which was held in
King Street Churech, Ingersoll, was one of
the most enthusiastic and profitable con-
ventions ever held In this district.

Il the Leagues were well represented,
and there were also a large number of
friends and those Interested in the work
of the League present at all the sessions,

Encouraging papers, full of bright sug-
gestions, were given by each Vice-Presi-
dent on the work in their department,
also two interesting and helpful ad-
dresses, " The League In Revivals? by
Rev. A. W. Shepperson, Sweaburg, and
“Individual Work for Individuals,” by
Rev. W. B. Stafford, Hickson.

We were delighted to have Rev, D,
Norman and Mrs. Norman, of Nagano,
Japan, present at the convention. Dur-
ing the afternoon Mr. Norman conducted
a Question Drawer. In the evening, after
a short song service, Mr. Norman gave an
illustrated lecture on Japan, which was
listened to with closest attention by the
large audience, the church being crowded
to the doors,

All the reports showed that good work Is
being carried on throughout the District,
and a decided advance along missionary
lines is expected during the coming year,

The following are the officers elected
for the new year:

President—Rev. A. J. Johnson, Wood-
stock.
1st Vice—Miss Annie Forden, Beach-
ville.

2nd Vice—Miss Carrie Canfield, Wood-
stock.

3rd Vice—Miss Burgess, Burgessville.

4th Vice—Mr. Willlam Mann, Innerkip.

5th Vice—Mrs. W. E. Stafford, Hickson.

Secretary—Mlss Alma Maycock, Wood-
stock.

Treasurer—Miss Gertie Gregg, Inger-

11

soll,
District Representative to Conference—
Rev, W. B, Smith, Woodstock.

¥ook Shelf
All books mentioned here can be procured from the
Methodist Book and Publishing House, Toronto.

A Misxton In ¢ hiua. By Rev. W. E, Soothill, an
English Methodist Missionary.  Published by Oli.
phant, Anderson & Ferrier, Edinburgh, Price, #1.50,
This is a most Interesting account of

missionary work in China, with a number

of good illustrations. It deals with al-
most every phase of missionary opera-
tions, and also gives much valuable infor-
mation about the country and the people.

The Gang of Six. By Rev. H. M. DuBose, DD, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Epworth League of the Methodist
Episcopal Church South.  Published by Smith &
Lamar, Nushville, Price, 50 cents,

This is an interesting story of how a
godly young man ame interested in a
gang of street toughs, and gave himself
to the task of their reformation by tak-
ing a personal intérest in their affairs,
organizing them into a club and gen-
erally inspiring them to a better life. But
the book is much more than a story. It
is a psychological study of boy nature
which will obundantly repay careful

73

reading, and deals with problems which
every Sunday-school teacher and league
worker must solve.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

With the Young Men

M.Y.M.A. Debates

The Debating League of the Toronto
Methodist Young Men’s Association h‘a»

something to seek aiter, namely Jesus
Christ.” These were the words that fell
from the lips of the young men, as they
followed each other in rapid succession,

so far had a ¥ el
season. Nine debates have nfready been
decided, with the result that Queen Street
and Trinity Clubs have headed their re-
spective districts. A semi-final debate has
been arranged for these two clubs upon
the subject, ‘‘ Resolved that trial by jury
should be abolished.” It is to be held
at Trinity on April 3rd,

NO JUDGES,

In the Western District only one debate
has been held. For various reasons the
other two scheduled contests have been
postponed and consequently the delay.
Trouble has occurred in the Eastern Dis-
trict also, which has occasioned delay.
The Sherbourne and Woodgreen debaters
were in their places, when it was found
no judges had been provided. None
could be secured, and to prevent disap-
pointing the audience, the argument pro-
ceeded without judges.

The subjects have in most cases proven
satisfactory.

Young Men of Berlin

“The Trinity Church Young Men's
Association ” of Berlin has been organ-
ized for the past few months. The work
is divided into two departments, viz,
Christian Manhood and Literary Depart-
ments. A branch of the Christian Man-
hood Department is a Bible study class,
which is held immediately after League
service on Monday evening. The class is
studying the Old Testament by the syn-
thetic method, having over thirty mem-
bers, This sub-department is a very live
and active part of the Association. An-
other subdivision of Christian Manhood is
the young men’s Bible class, held on Sun-
day, and studying the regular lesson for
each Sunday. The Literary Department,
which is held fortnightly, has had a
number of good debates, in which the
young men took the active part.

In December Professor Reynolds, of
Guelph, delivered a very able and instruc
tive address on the Old Testament pro
phets. On the evening of Feb 12th the
T. Y. M. A, took the trolley to Galt and
won the debate, “ Resolved, That the power
of Great Britain as a world empire will
decline,” by a small margin, In this de-
bate both sides displayed good delivery
and arguments well thought and arranged.

The Executive of the Y. M. A. have
arranged an excellent lecture course con-
sisting of three addresses,

The Young Men’'s Class
Meeting

A rally of the Sunday morning ten
o'clock classes of the Methodist Churches
of Toronto, was held in the school room
of Trinity Methodist Church on February
17th. The attendance was not overly
large but the “ two or three " that were
gathered together from each church cer-
tainly felt that God was “in the midst
of them.”

The meeting was in charge of Mr. R.
W. Eaton, president of the M. Y. M. A,
and leader of the Trinity class, while
Mr. N. Pascoe, lst vice-president of the
M. Y. M. A, and leader of the Euclid
Ave. class, did the speaking.

After the address many bright testi-
monies were heard. “I am glad 'm a
Christian ;" “I have just been a Chris-
tian one year,” “ 1 love Jesus” and “ 1
want to live so that men will see in me

g for their Master. More ener-
getic work of this nature is generally de-
sired on the part of the Christian Man-
hood Committees.

The HocKey Season

Mr. Garnet Archibald reports a very
successful season in Toronto hockey
circles this year. St. Paul's seven car-
ried off the senior trophy, defeating the
Fred Victor team in the final game at
the Mutual Street Rink, on February
28th, by a score of eight to one. The
game was marked by what was termed
“rowdylsm " in some of the papers, on
the part of a couple of players, The
game, no doubt, was characterized by
some rough work, but it is thought that
the general criticlsm was too harsh.

‘' What should be done with a man
who plays the game roughly ?" asked
the President of the Association in re-
ferring to the matter.

‘“Should we expel him? No. I be-
lieve that a man's true characteristics
are brought out when in a game of
hockey. We should take that fellow and
try to make a better man of him.”

South Parkdale defeated Woodgreen in
the Junior schedule by a score of five to
four, The game was clean throughout
and was marked by lively playing.

On the whole, the season was marked
by first-class hockey, and very few com-
plaints were heard. Nineteen teams par-
ticipated in the sport and an average
of two or three games a night were held
during the skating season.

Oratorical Contest

The annual oratorical contest of the
M. Y. M. A, will be held in one of the
large Toronto churches in the latter t
of April. The Literary Committee have
decided upon the following five subjects :
God, Peace, Literature, Democracy, and
Opportunity. Each club is allowed one
entry, and each contestant is allotted
twelve minutes in which to deliver his
oration, Last year nine competitors ran
a wordy race for the silver cup, Mr,
Russell %‘nluven succeeding in capturing
the trophy with his excellent oration om
“W.r. Interest will probably be keener
this year than last, as more clubs are
taking an interest in Literary work.

The Athletic Committee intend holding
a meeting soon to plan schedules for
football, baseball and other spring sports.
A lively season is expected.

Secretary E. F. Church, of the Literary
Committee, has taken complete charge
of the Debating League, while the Ora-
torical contest is in the hands of the
chairman, Gordon V. Thompson.

A Second BooK of Martyrs

“ China’s Book of Martyrs,” is the title
of a wonderfully interesting volume, pub-
lished by Jennings & Graham, Western
Methodist Book Roowm, Cinecinnatl, It
tells the story of the Boxer rebellion of
1900, and gives a graphic account of the
terrible sufferings and herolc conduct of
the native Christians who witnessed such
a good confession. It Is well written
and contains many beautiful fllustrations,
Our attractive front page picture for this
issue is from this book, through the cour-
tesy of the publishers,
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$epotional Jervice

APRIL 21,—“WISE WAYS TO READ
WISE BOOKS.”
Prov. 4. 1.4,

Home Reavises,
Mon., April 15— Wisdom that preserves.”

—"A call to the young."
Prov. 8, 1-21,

Wed,, April 17.—Loving instruction.”
Prov, 12. 1

Thurs,, April 1 teading and keeping.”
Feel. 8,

Fri,, April 19— A wise reader.” Acts 8,
26-40.

Sat,, April 20— An inspired writer,”
Rev. 1. 1-20,

FOREWORD,

This passage opens with a charming
little bit of ﬁfﬂphy. Do 1 urge upon
You young people the claims of wisdom?

e author seems to say. “Well, I spcak
from experience. My parents taught me
her wholesome and pleasant ways., Though
I was an only son they did not spoil me by
over-indulgence, but gave me wholesome in-
struction and guidance, and now 1 live to
thank them for it,”

The * wisdom " referred to here is more
than the acquisition of knowledge and more
than mental acuteness. It is wisdom with
reference to great moral issues that directs
the conduct into right channels, It is the
knowledge that our Saviour had in mind
when He said: “If ye know these things,
bhappy are ye if ye do them.”  Possibly
there is no influence so powerful in helping
us to the attainment of this wisdom as the
reading of good books,

WHAT TO READ,

L. Do not allow fiction to absoib your
attention. It should have the same rela-
tion to our mental diet as salt and pepper
do_to our daily food, to be used only as a
daily relish,

2. Do not neglect the newspaper, but
read diseriminatingly. Do not waste time
by reading detailed accounts of murders
and other horrible crimes. Read the news
that thinkers give to the world.  Read
about nmew discoveries and inventions.
Read the speeches that are given on im-
pertant subjects,

3. Biographies of great men should be
read. These influence us for £00d by set-
ting before us noble examples.  They
teach us what men can be and do at their
best, and thus bring renewed strength and
confidence,

4. We should read history. not merely
a dry record of k battles and in-
trigues, but the true history that concerns
itself with the people her than with
rul and deals with the achievements of
peace, as well as the vi

5. Read poetry,
ourselves with the writings of the
poets, and commit them to memory,

6. It is scarcely necessary to say
the young Chri
literature.  Attention should he given to
books that will develop the spirit of devo
tion and of service,

7. Above all other books should be placed
the Bible, Our spiritual natures seek in
vain for food until we come to this Divine
source, where we find bread that satisfies
our hunger,

of war,
We should familiarize
great

HOW 10 READ,

1. Read with diligence, Make time by
carefully looking after the spare moments,
Ten minutes a day devoted to reading will,
in one month, enable you to read a hook
of one hundred pages.” Fifteen minutes a
day will take you through the Bpworth
Teague Reading Course in four months,

2. Read systematically, There is o great
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deal of reading that does not amount to
much, because it is desultory. It is im-
possible to estimate the gain in intellectual
and moral stimulus to thousands of young
people who have taken regular courses of
reading like the Epworth League or Chau-
tauqua courses.

3. Read with pen in hand, mark and take
notes, If your memory is not unusually
retentive there will be many things you
will desire to note for future reference,
Hon. G. W. Ross, in an address to young
people, advised them to buy ink by the
quart and paper by the ream,

4. 1t is often a good thing to read a book
over again. A celebrated man used to say:
*“The best test of a piece of liteiature is
the number of times you can read it over
without wearying of it.” g

5. Have a library of your own. The
book you own is a ﬂumlmﬁ times as valu-
able to you as the book you borrow from
a library, or from a friend. You ean mark
it, and that is one of the best ways of get-
ting acquainted with a book. You lean
adopt it as a life-long friend, while the
other book is a mere passing acquaintance,

SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS,

The true reader ought to have some fav-
orite books to which he can turn for re-
freshment and inspiration,

The true reader must be a book buyer,

A taste for reading is one of the most
elevating and refining tendencies of the
human mind, and should be cultivated by
all.

The way to elevate man, to keep him in
all the "paths virtue, purity and
nobility, is to make him a reading man,

Of bad books you can never read too
little; of the good never too much,

Biom-nrhy, if carefully read, will cast a
flood of light before us on the path of life,

Much reading is like much eating—
wholly useless without digestion,

There is a choice in books as in friends,
says Lowell, and the mind sinks or rises
to the level of its habitual society,

There is no bénefit in mere reading, but
only as one reads wise books in a wise
way,

It is little use to read what does not
interest, but mere interest is valueless
unless the mental and moral faculties are
cultivated.

QUOTATIONS,

Among your books you can escape from
the weight of care, from the crowd of
engagements into a realm of tranquility,
You return refreshed and strengthened,
No matter what your physicians say,
there is no more restful, no more sooth-
ing, no more pacifying place of renewal,
~—=W. Robertson Nicholl,

Most books worth reading once are worth
reading twice, and the masterpieces of
literature are worth reading a thousand
times.—John Morley.

A love of books will save us from fret.
fulness, from fear, from envy, from the
baser and maligner passions,

The statement has often been made that
in these days of action and criticism no
one really loves to read poetry, but the
age that meglects poetry must become de.
generate in imagination and soul—Annje
Russell Marble,

How contemptible is the lust of wealth
when compared with the noble thirst for
learning,—Petrarch,

Books are the wings of the soul; their
faithful thoughts, their high and noble
pirati their refreshi ditati
are wings to bear

Paxton Hood.
If the crowns of all the kingdoms of the
empire were laid down at my feet in ex-

g 3
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change for my books and my love of read-
ing,% would spurn them all.—Fenelon.

Books are a guide in youth and an en-
tertainment for age. hey support us
under solitude, and keep us from being a
burden to ourselves.—Jeremy Collier,

ILLUSTRATIONS,

Lord Macaulay's life was a happy one,
but he never failed to acknowledge that
its main happiness was found in books,

Mr. Gladstone called his library *The
Temple of Peace” a particularly happy
name,

At fifteen years of age Elihu Burritt
had read every book that could be bor-
rowed within ‘two miles of his father's
house. At sixteen he was apprenticed to
a blacksmith and had to work at the
forge twelve hours a day, but so well did
he use his evenings that at twenty he was
known as “the learned blacksmith.”

John Wesley had no patience with men
who did not read. To his preachers who
said they had mno taste for reading, he
said: “Contract a taste for it by use, or
return to your trade.”

Sir Walter Scott used to say: “In my
study I am sure to converse with wise
men, but abroad it is impossible for me to
avoid the society of fools.”

Dr, Johnson’s definition of a wretched
man was: “One who has no taste for
reading, on a wet day.”

John Wesley declared that “The Imita-
tion of Christ” and Taylor’s “ Holy Liv-
ing and Dying” determined both his char-
acter and calling,

Henry Ward Beecher used to read be-
tween the courses of his dinner, and when
he got interested in his book would take
it for his desert,

A WORD TO 1HE LEADER.

There are many youn, people who are
in many respects admirable, but who have
no love of reading and little desire for
knowledge. They need stimulus, and a
topic of this kind ought to supply it.
The discussion should also be inspiring to
those who have some interest in
books. Get those present to mention
books that have been helpful to them.
Ask the Sunday-school librarian to tell
about some of the g ecially interesting
volumes he has in the chureh library.
Ask the pastor to mention a few books
that he' considers specially suited to
young people, and have one of the mem-
bers tell about the Epworth League Read-
ing Course,

APRIL 28.-MISSIONARY MEETING,

Subject—* Our Missions to French Speak-
ing People.”
SUGGESTED PrOGRAMME
Canadian Hymnal Used.
Hymn 402,

Prayers—For the French-Canadians and
our missionaries working for them,
The reading of the Seriptures—John 14.

1-27.

Hymn 138,

Fiveminute Address on “ The French-Can-
adians: 1. Where They Came From.
2. The First Settlers. 3. The Condi-
tion of the Country when the Hugue-
nots came in 1604, 4. The Expedi-
tion of DeMonts in 1604—The De-
Caens, Superintendents of the Que-
bec Colony.

Ten-minute Address on, “What Made Que-
bec Catholic?” 1. The Arrival of the
Jesuits in 1625. 2. DeCaens’ Charter
Taken from Them and Given to the
Company of One Hundred Associates,
1627. 3, The Treaty of Paris, 1768,
4. The Quebec Act, 1774,
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55, “ What We Are
vangelization of the
Begin-
The
. Our

Fifteen-minute Addre
Doing for the
French-Canadians.” 1. The
ning of Protestant Missions.
First Methodist Missionary.
Work To-day.

Hymn 415,

Announce the subject for the missionary
meeting for May, which is, **Our
Summer Schools for the Study of the
Bible and Missions.”

Doxology.
Benediction.

LITEGATURE FOR USE IN PREPAKING FOR THE
ABOVE PROGRAMME,

The French Methodist Institute, 10c.;
Problems in French Evangelization, 10¢
A Canadian History; The Missionary
Report; The Missionary Report of the
W.MS, 10c.

BRIEF SKETCH OF FRENCH METHODIST Mis-
SIONS IN QUEBEC,

The Beginning of the Work in 1807
First British Missionary, 1816,

On becoming acquainted with religious
conditions in Quebec one is impressed with
the fact that the great truths for which
Methodism stands is precisely what Que-
bec needs. The Methodist Church early
recognized her obligations to carry her
message to the French of Quebec. As
early as 1807 we find the American M. E.
Church  sending missionaries to the

-“The

French. Several of these labored in the
Ottawa Valley, but we cannot find any
result of their work, 1In 1815, however,

an interesting figure appears on the scene.
In the Methodist Magazine of 1816 we
find the following item: “Jean De Putron
sailed for Quebec in the “Royal Oak,”
September 15th, 1815, from Woolwich,
The object of his mission is to preach to
the French emigrants and settlers, among
whom the Lord has begun a good work of
grace, in consequence of which they are
desirons of having the gospel administered
to them in their own language.” After
remaining a short time in Quebec he pro-
ceeded to Montreal, where he soon, began
his work. His estimate of conditions then
obtaining is found in his statement “that
the great verities of justification by faith,
the witness of the spirit, communion with
God are unknown, and their place taken
by a Latin mass” We know not what
were the results of his work. Tn Montreal
he speaks of mngrozntmm of forty, fifty
and one hundred. e tells us that many
eagerly bought New Testaments. He also
speaks of gathering 100 children to form
a school, but the priest denounces him and
the school iz abruptly closed. The inei-
dents he relates about ignorance of and
opposition to the Word of God are very
similar to those colporteurs relate to-day.

is, by the way. is the best answer to
those who think that the French-Canadian
Catholic if left alone will work out his
own salvation.  After abont the year 1824,
the name of De Putron disappears from
the missionary reports of the FEnglish
Weslevan Society, and no suecessor seems
to have heen appointed. We returned to
Fnoland. 1825. and died there, September
18th, 1859, aged 7

CANADIAN WESLEVAN CHURCH BEGING WORK
1856,

The Canadian Wesleyan Church took up
the work in 1856. Tn those early years
we find the following missions : Farnham,
Amand Parent: Melbourne, J. A. Dorion;
Quebee, Francios Repin; Roxton, Thomas
Charbonell. A few incidents from the auto-
biography of Amand Parent may illustrote
the nature of the work in those days, He
tells us about forming the first class meet-
ing among the French Canadians soon
after entering on his work at Roxton in
1856. At Farnham many Catholies at

first came to his meetings. The priest told
them they must not attend those meetines,
‘\‘It must drive the missionary from the
place.

A few nights after this fifteen or
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twenty men came, and using a pole as a
battering ram broke in the do.r, but they
did not succeed in frightening the mission-
ary. In 1866 he returned to Roxton, his

former field of labor. He had in the
the interim frequently visited the place,
staying with a Roman Catholic famil,

As they were afraid of their neighbors he
went only at night, remaining from 9 p.m,
to 3 a.m. Soon, however, both husband and
wife were convermed, and then they boldly
attended the services. The man's mother
tried to bring him back to the church by
pouring holy water over him. This fail-
ing, she took him to the priest, but M—,
such was his name, had based his faith on
the word of God, and so could mot be
shaken. His constancy and the brightness
of his Christian experience so impressed his
nearest neighbor that he, too, began to
examine the foundations of his faith. He
used to steal out to the services when he
could do so unobserved. At last his wife
found it out, and she began to persecute
him, In spite of all, however, he became a
brave and faithful follower of Christ. Still
the persecution continued. He learned to
read and began to read the Bible to his
wife. She ordered him to stop; he then
knelt down to pray and she tried to drown
his voiee by varions means, in faet, did
everything to try to stop him. Finally,
however, his prayers were answered, and
his wife joined him in the Christian life.
In the year 1874 the Montreal Conference
was formed, and at that time we find the

following missions and missionaries: Bol
ton, Ed. De Gruchy, 35 members; Canaan,
Mitchel Sadlier, members; Compton

and Sherbrooke, Thos. Charbonell, 8 mem-
bers; Hull and Ottawa, Jean Syvert, 20
members; Kingsley Sideing, Antipine Geof-
frey, 18 members: Montreal Centre and
Mile End, Louis N Beaudry, 41 members;
Shefford and Ely, J. A. Dorion, 21 mem-
bers.

There were a number of other missions.
but as they reported no membership T
have not mentioned them.

THE WONDERFUL BEGINNING OF ST. THEODORE
MISSION,

As an example of the way in which the
work was extended we may look into the
history of the founding of St. Theodore
Mission. When Rev. Ed. De Gruchy was
missionary at Acton Vale he used to go
once a month to have service with a fam-
ily at St. Theodore. On the occasion of
one of these visits he was met outside by
his friend, who told him there were three
prominent Catholies of the neighborhood
in the house, and that perhaps it would
be as well not to have a service. On en
tering the missionary said to the three
men that he had come there to have a
little service, and that he would be very
pleased if they would remain. They said
they would do so. Mis subjeet that day
happened to be the story of the three men
who went, at the risk of their lives, within
the enemy’s camp to procure water for the
king to drink. Tt seemed a singularly fit-
ting subject, and was very much blessed
by God to the three men. They talked on
abont the mew-found truth far on into
the night, and on taking their leave pro-
mised to come back on the oceasion of the
missionary’s next visit. Four weeks later
the missionary approached the place of
meeting hoping and praying that his three
men might be there. But to his un-
bounded astonishment he found an audi-
ence of over sixty persons. The three men
had not only brought their own families
but alse many of their neighbors. The
missionary deseribes it as one of the great
est times of his whole life. The resnlt of
it all was that those three men with their
families renounced Romanism a~1 t'us
began our St. Theodore Mission. Th~ chil-
dren of these men and o‘hers now form
the membershin of our chur-h and are
faithful and loyal to their much esteemed
pastor,

Space will not permit me to follow in
detail the development of the work. Much
was accomplished by the able and zealous
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Louis N, Beaudry. To him is chiefly due
the foundi the school in conncction
with the Cra St. Chureh, which has de-
veloped into our institute of to-day. This
is simply a summarized sketch of the his-
tory of our work, and a very imperfect one,
but may be supplemented by the informa-
tion given in the Missionary Report and the
Missionary Bulletin.

W. T. HALPENNY."

“THE POWER OF A CON-
TENTED LIFE.”
Phil. 4. 1020,
(CONSECRATION MEETING.)

MAY 5.

Hove Reavises,
Mon., April 20— A contented king.” Ps.
16, 1-11.

Tues., April 30.— Goodness satisfies,”
Prov. 14. 1-14,

Wed., Mm —“Content  with little.,”

"

Thurs,, \!n\ 2—" Content with wages"
Luke 3. 1-14.

Fri., May ““ Content with our work.”
1 Cor, 7. 17-20.

Sat., May 4.- with godliness.”

“ Content
1 Tim. 6. 1.8.

WIHAT IS CONTENTMENT /

Contentment is not stupidity or lack of
enterprise. If Paul had meant, “I con-
sider one place as good as another, pov-
erty as good as riches, slavery as good
as independence,” he had learned nothing
useful. But he does nmot mean that. He
bad learned to be content because he car-
ried about with him that which made any
circumstances blessed, The contentment
of which he speaks implies freedom from
anxiety in reference to provision for our
needs, and is closly conmected with faith
in God. “Godliness with contentment is
great gain.

Paul felt that his circumstances were
in God’s hands, and whether agreeable or
not he was satisfied that they were best
for him.

BIBLE LIGHT.

“ Whatsoever state.” All Christians are
subject to changes and vieissitudes, and
should bhe prepared to meet them. We
change in mind, body, and circumstances.

“T have learned.” Contentment is not a
matural grace, but must be learned by
hard experience with the trials of life

“1 know how to be abased.” When he
suffered poverty, persecution and imprise
onment there was no complaining, but
perfect trust in his heavenly father,

“T know to abound.” This is not as
easy as it looks, Tt is hard {0 carry a
full cup with a steady hand. Tigh places
are dizzy places, and many have fallen to
their eternal ruin through climbing aloft
without having grace to look up.

“To be full, and to he hungry.” As
much as if he had said, “T am happy
when my pocket is full, and I am equally
happy when there is not a cent in it. T
am happy when I have a good dinner, and
1 am also happy when T have no dinner
at all”* Mis source of satisfaction was
internal

“T ean do all things through Christ,”
ete. Being in union with his Lord. and
having all the divine resources of strength
to rely on, his atittude toward all outer
things might well he that of contentment.
This verse contains the secret of his peaee
and tranquility.

SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS,

Paul had learned to be content in all
things. Many people have learned this
lesson in single things, but Paul's eduea-
tion covered every experience of life.

There never was a student who gradu-
ated in any university with such a diploma
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as that. There never was penned such
a record of attainment as the result of
education,

Trying to make a discontented person
happy is like trying to fill a sieve with
water, However much you pour into it,
it all runs out as fast as you pour it in,

For every bad there might be a worse,

en & man breaks his leg, let him be
thankful it was not his neck.

A contented spirit is like a watel,
Though you carry it up and down with
You, yet the spring is not shaken, nor are
the wheels put out of order,

Contentment does not appear only now
and then as some stars that are seem but
seldom; it is a settled temper of the soul,
It is not casual, but constant.

A contented Christian carries
about with him, for what is heaven but
that sweet repose and ful] satisfaction
that the soul has in God. In contentment
we have the firstfruits of heaven,

Contentment is the best food to preserve
a sound man, and the best medicine to re.
store a sick man. Contentment will make
& cottage look as fair as a palace,

heaven

A drop or two of vinegar will sour a
whole glass of water, So g man way have
an affluence of worldly comforts, but a
drop or two of discontent will embitt
and poison all.

One man makes himself unhappy by
thinking about what he has not. Another
is satisfied by thinking of what he bas.

. Contentment is the poor man’s bank, and
it never fails, 1t is the only philosopher's
stone that turns to gold ~ everything it
touches,

QUOTATIONS,

A Christian must sacredly guard against
larboring unnecessary care; by so doing he
10bs his life of its brightness, and gives a
practical denial of hig ereed.—Thomas
Jackson,

I have heard of one dying who wa,
asked if he wished to live or die, aL:nl h:

said: “T have po wish at all al it.”
“But if God bade you uhoo-lr;gt et
would beg God to choose for me, for 1
should not know whiol to take Happy
state! happy state to be perfectly acquies
cent, Spurgeon, N

Tf two angels were sent  down from

heaven—one 1o conduet an empire, the
other to sweep a street—they would fee]
1o inclination to change employments,
John Newton .

e "tis equal, whether love ordain

My life or death, appoint me pain or ease
My soul perceives no real i1 1n pain;
Iv ease or health no real good she rin
One good she cavots and that good alope,
To choose Thy will, from selfic), by free,
And to_prefer a cottage to n thron, '
And grief to comfort if it pleases Thee,
That we should hear the crang fy Tre com-

mand—
Die to the world, and live to sin no more ;
Suffer unmoved heneath the. rudest naors’
As pleased when shipwrecked as when tnf.-
at home,
—Madame Guyon,

TLLUSTRATIONS,

Englishmen are laughed at because they
jravel on the Continent with their hoyse.
hold and all its comforts; and when they
camp down in a poverty-stricken villag

and 5o are content, Now, suppose we imi.
tate them inwardly, and mrrrv in l‘?’lll‘l,
selves such a store of inspira‘ion as ghal)
make us superior to every eireumstanee,

("nn.(onlm!-nl is the result of a right view
of  circumstances “How dismal yoy
look,” said a hueket o his companion, as
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they were o to the well, “Ah,” re
plied the oticr, “1 was reflecting on the
uselessuess of our being filled, for let us
go away ever so full, we always come back
empty.”  “Dear me, how strange to look
at it in that way,” said the first bucket.
“Now, I enjoy the thought that, however
empty we come, we always go away full.
Only look at it in that light and you will
be as cheerful as I am.”

Contentment is not found in an exchan;
of places. In a room there was a g
fish in a glass globe, in water; and there
Was a canary up in a cage by the window.
It was a very hot day, and the fish in the
globe and the canary in the cage began
talking. The fish said: “I wish I could
sing like the canary. I should like to be
up there in that cage.” And the canary,
who was uncommonly hot, said: “ Oh, how
nice to be down in that cool water where
the fish is!” Suddenly a voice said:
“ Canary, go down to the water! Fish, go
up into the cage!” And immediately they
exchanged places, How long did  their
happiness last, do you think?

Sydney Smith, when laboring in York-
shire, though he did not feel himself to be
in his proper element, went cheerfully to
work in the determination to do his best,
“1 am resolved,” he said, “to like it, and
reconcile myself to it, which is more manly
than to feign myself above it, and to send
up complaints of living desolate, and such
trash.”

Making a day's exeursion in the Tyrol,
we went along the very narrowest of roads,
mere alleys, to which our country lanes
would be turnpike roads. Well, you may
be sure we did not engage an ordinary
broad carriage, for that would have found
the passage as difficult as the needle's eye
to the camel, but our landlord had a very
narrow chaise, just the very thing for
threading those four-foot passages, When
you have a small estate you must have
small wants, and by contentment suit your
carriage to the road, (Spurgeon.) ,

When  Archhishop Teighton lost his
patrimony by failure of a merchant, he
only said: “The little that was in Mr,
E’s hands hath failed me, but T shall
cither have no need of it, or he supplied in
some other way.” On his brother-in law
expressing surprise that he took the mat-
ter so easily, he answered: *7Jf when the
Duke of Neweastle, after losing mineteen
times as much of yearly income, can dance
and sing, if the solid hopes of Christianity
will mot support us we had better be in
another world "

QUESTION SPUKS

Am T as contented as T ought to het
What are the principal enemes to content.
ment?  How may contenement he pro-
moted ?

MAY 12, “LESSONS FROM THE
PATRIARCHS. 1V. JOSEPH.”
Py 105 16 24,

HoME READINGS,

Mon., May 6.—“Loved and envied.” Gen,
3 36,

Tues, May 7.—«A good servant.”  Gen,
39. 1.6,

Wed.,, May 8.—« Helpful in prison.” Gen,
39. 20-40; 22,

Thurs, May “ Wiser  than kings.”
jen. 41, 14-46,

Fri, )l]ny 10—~ Forgiving.” Gen. 45
15,

Sat,, May 11—« Believing the promise,”
Gen. 50. 1526,

FOREWORD,

Here is a beautiful model for the young
reople of today—the life and character of
Joseph. In studying his life we shall be
brought into familiar contact with one of
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the noblest men whose record adorns the
page of history, It will be impossible at
this meeting to study minutely his whole
life with all the lessons that are taught,
but the more striking elements of his char.
acter may be pointed out.

ELEMENTS OF STRENGTH IN JOSEPH'S
CHARACTER.

1. His personal energy. A few days
after leaving his father’s house he found
himself the slave of Potiphar.  While
smarting under sense of injury it would
have been very natural if he had sat down
sullenly and cursed everybody and every-
thing.  But he did nothing of the kind.
He set himself at once to make the best of
his condition. He applied all his faculties
to serve his master and secure his confi-
dence. The energy of Joseph’s character
raised him from obscurity to fame and
fortune. He was what is called a self-
made man, that is, he possessed those
qualities that deserve success, History
proves what can be done by young men of
pluck and energy. In the case of Joseph
God gave the opportunity, and Joseph had
resolution and energy enough to use it.

2. Joseph's filial love and obedience are
worthy of all praise. His love for his
father was of that practical kind that pro-
duces obedience.

A short time after Joseph had incurred
the displeasure of his brethren, his father
asked him to go to Shechem, where his
brethren were attending their flocks, and
see if all was going well with them.
Joseph knew his brothers were angry, and
might have said: * Father, this is risky
business ; my brothers and 1 are not on
good terms, and if I place myself in their
power I am afraid they may do me an in-
Jury,” He did not say that, but obeyed
cheerfully,

When his brethren came down to Egypt
his first question, after making himself
known to them was, “Is my father yet
alive?” And when his father came to
Fgypt his first act was to introduce him
to the king. His filial love was one of
the things that made Joseph an honorable
and successful man,

3. Another feature of Joseph’s charac-
ter is his godly simplicity. He always
had a tender, loving heart. There is a
kind of natural innocence about him that
naturally attracts us to him. He was not
at all puffed up by his elevated position,
but bore a simple, unsophisticated heart
amidst the pomp of an Egyptian court,
which made him the beloved of all who
knew him,

4. Joseph’s moral strength is seen in his
integrity. Everybody trusted him. Al-
though he handled great sums of money
none of it stuck to his fingers, Although
he bought corn for the government for
seven years, there were no stealings, no
defalcations, no false balances, During
all these years he wore the flower of a
blameless life, and the breath of suspicion
never stained his garments,

Fven in times like ours, the way to true
and lasting success is along the old path
of strict integrity

5. The most striking thing in the char-
acter of Joseph is his spiritual strength,
When in Egypt he was as true to his re-
ligion, and as loyal to his God as when
under his father's roof in Canaan,

The genuineness of Joseph's piety is
shown by the forgiving spirit which he
manifested toward his brethren who had
treated him so eruelly. This was an ex-
hibition of the Christian spirit before
Christian times,

His spiritual strength is seen in his
power of resistance. It enabled him to
accomplish that most difficult of all un-
dertakings, the mastery of himself, He
had an inflexible purpose to do the right.

When fierce temptation came to him, he
overcame it magnificently, The fear of
God was his anchor, the consciousness of

being in Wis all-seeing presence. this was
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the mighty safeguard that protected him
from the flerce assaults of the evil ome,
“How can I do this great wickedness and
sin against God?” is the weapon that he
hurls in the face of this temptation, and
the fear of God taught him prudence, for
he fled from the temptation.

SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS,

Joseph in prison is the same man that
he was in the house of Potiphar. Circum-
stances do not change a true and loyal
character. They neither make nor un-
make the man,

Joseph’s life was a series of trials and
triumphs, and every triumph came out of
a trial,

Joseph becoming lord of himself, God
made him lord of others.

The life of a good man comes up against
many obstacles just as the water of a
strong stream, but the obstacles are the
mill-wheels of God’s great designs.

Read Genesis 40. 23, 24, for an explana-
tion of Joseph's strength. He stood
against temptation because God gave him
power.

His bow was like that of Willlam the
Conqueror, no one could bend it but him-
self.  His truth, his chastity, his piety,
were his bow, and it did not fail him,

The most tremendous word in the Eng
lish language is that little word “no.”
It has been the pivot upon which many
destinies have turned.

There are young men who can say “no”
to everybody but themselves. They say
“no” to their teacher, to their parents
and friends, to the counsels of wisdom, to
the warnings of conscience, but they ean-
not say “no” to themselves.

QUOTATIONS.

The one great lesson which the life of
Joseph teaches us—a lesson which T would
fain write upon your heart with the earn-
estness of a brother—is this: True religion
furnishes the omly sure foundation of
character and the only safeguard against
temptation—C. H. Payne, D.D,

O when will men learn that the spirit
of God may he in them when they are
buying and selling, and arranging all the
details of business or home?—F. B, Meyer.

“ Whichever way you turn a diamond it
flashes out rays of light, of various hues,
but all exquisitely beautiful. Such a gem
is the story of Joseph. From whatever
standpoint you look at it you will ever
find it beautiful, interesting and profit-
able.”

When his fellow servants were squan-
dering the golden moments Joseph was
filling them with activities, When they
were content with a good surface appear
ance, he toiled upward to success with
carefully-laid  foundations. While they
worked simply to avoid the frown or the
lash, he worked to win the smile of the
great  Taskmaster whose eye was ever
upon him. They often pointed at him
with envy, and perhaps said: “He is a
lucky fellow.” But there is vo such thing
uck, except that luck means character,
—F. B, Meyer.

SCRIPTURAL APPLICATIONS,

Gen, 41, 41. “1 have set thee over all
the land of Egypt.” The king had no spe-
¢ial liking for Joseph's religion, but was
desirous of having at the head of his
affairs a man whom he could trust,
There is a commercial value in religious

character, |
Gen. 39, 2. “And the Lord was with

Joseph and he was a prosperous man.”
The question is sometimes asked if a man
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be a consistent Christian and be success-
ful in business, The highest kind of
prosperity and success came to Joseph,
and it was largely because of his devotion
to God, There is an intimate connection
between the two parts of this passage:
“The Lord was with Joseph "—* He was
o prosperous man,” Success followed him
as closely as his shadow.

Gen. 456. 5. “God did send me hither.”
Joseph believed in divine providence. He
felt that he was the servant—mnot so much
of Potiphar—as of the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob,

Gen, 39. 20. “ And Joseph’s master put
him into the prison.” This was an ex-
Eerience that did him good and added to

is strength. God wants iron saints, and
since there is no way of imparting iron to
the moral nature than by letting His
people suffer, He lets them suffer. “No
chastening for the present seemeth to be
joyous,” ete, The iron erown of suffering
precedes the golden crown of glory.

QUESTION SPURS.
Are we submitting ourselves gladly to

God’s plans for us?
Is my life such that God ean conduct to

great ends

What was the secret of Joseph’s
strength ?

May we be endued with similar
strength ?

How may we get it?

District Literary Work

Rev. T. G. Bethel, B.D.,, is Literary
Vice-President of the Winnipeg District
League, and believes in doing something
to help this department. He has recently
sent out to all the Leagues of the dis-
trict the following cirenlar which we
quote entire as it will be suggestive to
other Literary Vice-Presidents.

Stonewall, Man., Jan. 10th, 1907.
My Dear Epworth Leaguer :—

For the first time 1 address you in this
formal way in order to acquaint myself
with the literary department of your
league and the working out of its many
and various problems,

And now that the holiday season is
over and the year still *“ New,” it may
not be out of place for us to renew our
efforts in this special work, a work vital
and essential to keep permanent and
effective the spiritual forces of our
church.

Here 1 might say that many of our
Leaguers are finding “‘ the literary even-
ing " both popular and entertaining and
others are working the *‘ reading circle
with good results and where this is not
practicable owing to numerous meetings
the *“ Literary Club " has proved a suec-
cess. This club is composed of individ-
uals pledged by a neat card to read
systematically some book or set of hooks
during the winter months,

But we have reason to think that the
most popular phase of this work at the
present moment is “‘the lecture course,’
and it is in this particular connection I
wish to write you in this letter.

A number of our best men on the dis-
ict have volunteered to help the leagues
in this matter, and we would suggest
that you put yourself and league into
immediate touch with the men of your
choice on this list which we now submit
to you with the titles of their lectures.

Rev. Dr. Elliott. Title of lectures,
““ Elements_of Success,” ‘“ Life's Ideals.”

Rev. J. H. Morgan, B.A., Title of lec-
ture, “ The Union Jack,” Henry Drum-
mond.

Rev. R. Milligan, B.D., “The Puritans.”

Rev. T. E. Holling, B.A,, title of lee-
ture, ““ The Romance of the English Lan-

age.”’

Ragv. H. Hull, B.A, title of lectures,
“ Church Oddities,” “ David Corson.”
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Rev. R. E. Spence, B.D., title of lec-
ture, ““ A Trip Abroad.”

Rev. F. W &unn, title of lecture, “ The
Human Voice,”

Rev. R. 0. Armstrong, B.D., title of
lectures, *“ Possibilities,”” ' Wesley,”
“ Luther,” China, Japan, ete.

Rev. J. Churchill, M.A., title of lectures,
“ Hits and Misses,” ‘ Wooed and Won,”
““ Push and Pluck.”

None of the lectures have stipulated any
charges with the exception of the last
two which in both cases is $10. We trust,
however, that no league will abuse this
generous offer.

In order to help each other and the
leagues of the district let me hear from
you and something of your methods, and
the degree of success you have had.

Wishing you every prosperity.

Sincerely Yours.
T. G. Berner,

Quick Return!

The Editor has just received a letter
from a Western town which brings joy in
a very practical way. It reads as fol-
lows:

“ Your appeal in the March number of
The Era, for $330.00 to provide clothing
and food for eleven Japanese orphans
at the Kanazawa Orphanage, Japan,
comes to me with favor, and I wish to
assume the payment of this amount and
shall send you $30.00 monthly for this
year to meet this expenditure. If this
meets with favor, kindly let me know,
and T shall attend to the balance. This
is a result of the Tithing System.

“I am, yours in the work for the
Master.”

A Song of the North
BY WALTER CORNINH,

To the lowly folks of God
Comes the Spirit’s mighty cheer,
Rushing, laughing like the wind,
Breaking down the reeds of fear.

Sing the song and hate the ill
Hiding in its evil dens ;

Keep the powder clean and dry ;
Watch and pray across the fens.

Climb the hills and leave the swamps ;
Turn the face from dirt to sky ;

Meet the rocks and thorns with smiles,
Get the Hero in thine eye.

Tighten belt and strengthen arm ;
Let the good axe make its mark,
Cleaving through the tangled maze ;

Finding sunrise after dark.

Ye that plod the trails of life,
Over dim and stony ways,

Grip God’s hand and let Him lead ;
This shall hallow all thy days.
Temiskaming Lake, New Ont., Canada.

Christian Endeavor
Almanac

“World Wide Christian Endeavor” is
the title of a souvenir almanac recently
published by Rev. John F. Cowan, D.D,
It is a review of this wonderful world-
wide movement, and is prepared in most
attractive form, prolusery llustrated by
group pictures of Christian Endeavorers
in many lands, together with interesting
information concerning the growth of the
Society, It is published by the World’s
C.E. Unlon, Boston, at 10 cents a copy.

“The Bible is a large or small book, a
dark or bright one, according to the spirit
in which we read it.,”

“The highest critical and grammatical
knowledge will find the Bible a sealed
book without the teaching of the Holy
Ghost.”
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About Your Home

What is howe to you? Is it just a
place of  residen Does  the word
“home” simply suggest the building

where you eat and sleep? Is it the same

Money can build grand palaces and fur-
nish them with every luxury, but money

happiness, while mere dollars often totally
fail. The momey-poor emigrant with a

may not comprise a home at all. Material
things make up a house, but living and
loving souls are mecessary for a home,
Therefore, do not y some one who may

family. No one person can make a home.
Father may build it and furnish it; mothe:

dear young friend, how much you can do
to make your home what God wants it

A trip to our Mission Stations by the
Guides and News Agents,

Story of Cheng, to be read aloud.

Singing of Cheng’s hymn, “The Lord of
All Grace,

in your wind as the word “house’* If have a mor costly residence tham yours, 10€ " ”":‘l:“‘""'j l“"“ g “\L:"I’Iictlht.“& k‘bo
! : B0, that is not enough. Ther: are far  Rather seek to make your humbler " place l‘r“‘;ﬁ& S Next mesling, 4
}‘ N more houses than howes in the world. (he abode of a happy, united and contented
31

Hymn. Mizpah Benediction.

cannot buy a home. Homes are made by may arrange all the details of daily main- FOR THE CHINA SECTION OF THE TRIP USE
gt ¢ the peope who live in the houses. A house tenance; but everybody who lives there THE FOLLOWING ;
A may have every comtort the physical st do his or her part towards creating hi T hi
j thote wh Tive ' 1t s st e i et the home.  One cannot make a home; but 1 Chind for Juviors, loc Chinese Abom-
1 | those who live in it may not be happily one can spoil it, A bad spirit showing 'natlons, lc.; Sl
£ 3 o 'nish & . : 't ' and Pictures of Our Work in China, 15¢.;
i at home. Only love can furnish a howe.  itself in o son or daughter may almost o A : d
¥ Pl ey . - 3 gl gt The Old Priest of Mt. Omei, 5c.; From
Love is greater wealth than money. 1t degtroy the peace and harmony that would Alberta to China, 5c.; The Story of Cheng;
it has almost unlimited power to ‘ereate otherwise be there, You do mot kmow, 1 pair Chop Sticks, Taienan, 18476,

All the above will be sent for 23e
China Trip tickets, 50c. per 100, 14c.

large family can’ take his o phacking:  to be, unfil you try. Too many children O]
Sreenpind turn them into tables and are more agreeable and pleasant in some 8Sh: .
nd find ample furnishings for other house than their own. This is not it e ot Bont smarnjenn it
$ Dome that some princes might envy, as  the best way. If there in one special spot opies of Cheng's hymn, *'The Lord o
? All Grace” with music, will be sent free

far as contentment and pure domestic joy
are concerned. Home is what we make if,
It is rich or poor, not according to the
quality of the furniture it contains. but
according to the spirit and dispositions of
those who use that furniture, One family
may have little hut misery in a house, and
another may follow them in the same
dwelling and have a truly happy life.
Four walls and roof may enclose a
splendid home, and o grand palatial outfit

Weekly Topics

April 21 Pleasant words and harsh
words.”—(Our words.) Prov. 15. 14,

A word is a symbol represent a
thought, When we speak we use wn?;if to
express our meaning. A spoken word is a
vocal sound which _we make in order to
convey an idea. When we write words we
make certain visible combinations of let-
ters which stand for the sounds we utter
when we speak. Our topie study teaches
us the great need of always using “ wise
words.” But to do this we must ourselves
have wisdom. So last week's topie is of
great importance, for “out of the abund-.
ance of the heart the mouth speaketh,”
The kinds of words we use from day t
day go to show what we really are in our

in all the world where you should be at
your best in spirit and performance it is
your own home. Your father’s house
should be the sweetest place on earth to
you, and your daily life there should fit
you for the Father's house in heaven.
Make your house a home where smiling
faces, loving words, helpful deeds, and
united prayers shall all combine to make
everybody always happy there.

ters, old age, should all be spoken of re-
spectfully. Do not get into the habit of
making jokes or of saying “smart things "
about any of these. Our words should
always be devout. Thus our feelings of
reverence will express itself in what we
say. Do mot be afraid of being “too
good” in your falk. There is far too
much slang and slander in the world of
human speech. In all, our words should
be sincere. Mean what you say, and never
say a thing you do not mean. Untruthful-
ness, insincerity, lving, ure the very worst
of viees. They shut thousinds out of th-
kingdom of heaven. Prov. 12. 17, Ps. 15
1, 2, Prov. 8. 7. and Ps. 101. 7, are good
texts for us all. So we have learned that
“wise words” are

to those wishing to use it in the League
or Sunday-school. When ordering, please
write plainly the number of copies re-
quired.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT,

Send for Cheng's hymn, “The Lord of
All Grace.” and teach it to the children.
“ Singing by the passengers” was the way
one superintendent announced the hymns.

Give the names of the absent members
to your Look-out and Missionary Com-
mittees, and ask them to hunt up those
who do not attend,

Before heginning the trip give the chil-
dren a short account of Robt. Morrison,
the first missionary to China.

Read carefully this number of the
Epworth Era, which is a special number
on China.

Order the literature. China for Juniors
is worth the price asked for it all.

Choose for Guides boys and girls who
speak or read distinetly.

Make the trip real by thorough prepara-
tion. Use a map of China. One may be
drawn in outline from the small map sup-

true selves. If we are “wise,” our words Wholesome. plied.

il “ Wl " . Opportune.

:ﬂltenbeol :’;ﬂ'l’;f;‘r'!l\lv"‘.m"Jnu;,mu-tw uﬁowﬂﬂ Respectful, Order all supplies from F. C. Stephen-
ix wholesome which tends to health. So Devout, son, Methodist Mission Rooms, Toronto.
our words should always he clean, pure, Sincere Look in the December, January, Febru-

virtuous, for if they are not they will
breed disease of hoth minds and morals in
those who hear us speak, as well as in

Let us all try to cultivate the use of
such words every day.

ary and March numbers of the Epworth
¥ra for the first part of the missionary
trip for the boys and girls.

ourselves. “Wise words” are always April 28 —Missiona Moets A i
opportune.  That is, t] s v Apri 28.—Missionary eeting—Around 2
n?f‘. fit. n,,\‘.mm":"“, w’::r';,"(r‘z ;‘:.;'“.f"& » the World Trip, “In China.” May 5—“How we show what we are”

They are out of place and are offensive
and harmful. 1f we think much and talk
little, our words will be “fitly spoken,”
and if you want to see what such a word
is like, turn to Prov. 25, 11. person
who is always talking thoughtless words
is described in Prov. 20. 20, Do you not
see good advice in Feeles. 5 29 Acai
wise words are always respectful, <
and girls especially need to he very par-
teular in this matter. Many harsh. un.
ind.  disrespeetful things are thought-
lesslv spoken. Be respectful to all, and
alwavs talk reverently of sacred thinee,
Never mnke a careless, flippant remark
about religion or anvthing relatine to
€od.  The Bible. church, Sahhath, minie-

SUGGESTED PROGRAMME.

Hymn.

Prayer for all missionaries, for the girls
and boys in China, and for ourselves,
that we may try to help them.

Repeat together the 67th Psalm.
“China Tickets,”

Hymn

The Guides will now take us from Shang-
hai to Yuin Hsien, our first mission
station in West China.

The News Agents will here tell something
about our work in West China.

Hymn on the “ China Tickets,” to be sung
by the Passencers, Guides, News

See the

Agents, and Condnetors,

(Known by our deeds.) Prov. 20. 11,

The Bible is full of accounts of people
who could do things. The heroes of Serip-
ture were full of deeds, The stories of
the Bible are those of active, energetic
men and women. The judgment of God on
our lives is according to what we do.
God wants us all to be good first, and to
be good for something next. He does not.
need any of us just for ornament. We
are of use by what we can do. And our
tepie verse tells us plainly that we prove
what we are by what we do. Character
precedes conduct, and conduct is the fruit
of character. Character is the sap that
fiows from root to twig through all the
tree of human life. Conduct is the hloa-
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som and fruit of the tree. What kind of
druit do we grow, (Gal. 5. 22, 23.)

Many boys and girls are always talking
about what they are going to do some
day. But the only way to learn to do
anything is by practice. We learn to do
by doing. Some can tell others how a
thing ought to be done who camnot show
them how to do it. Example is better
than precept. “Don’t do as I do but as I
say,” is a foolish piece of advice. We all
copy others. We should all be fit for
others to copy, at least in some things.

not say one thing and do another.
People will judge you by what you do, not
by what you say, And so will God.
(Matt. 7. 21.)

Promises should never be made to be
broken, Christ told a striking story of
two sons in Matt. 21. 28-31. It was the
‘boy who did things for his father that we
should copy to-day. Not our promises, but
our performance, counts. We need to do
for our own sakes, Health demands exer-
cise. Idleness means illness. Very few

ple suffer from too much doing, but
osts of them die from doing mnothing.
“The churches have too many drones in the
hive. Our Leagues need just now not
more active members numerically, but
more active members influentially. What
are you doing? We need to be doing
something for others as well as for our-
selves. Indeed, serving others is the best
way to be blessed in our own lives, and
it is Christ’s highest ideal of life, (Luke
10. 30-37 is a grand story of help.)
Lvery Junmior that seeks to do things
according to our pledge will surely be a
useful servant of Christ in His church’s
work, and shall not lose his eternal
reward,

May 12—“The wise man's advice to
young people.”  (Remember God.)
Eccles, 12, 1.

The great sin of old was forgetting God.
1t led the people into idolatry, and was
‘the cause of all their miseries. Duet. 8, 11
is one of many messages of warning spoken
of old to the Israelites. The same danger
of forgetfulness is great still. * Beware”
ought to be a word of constant warning
hefore us. “Remember” should be an-
other word continually reminding us of
our dependence on God and our duty be-
fore Him. While it is the place of all,
young and old, thus to think of God, our
texi calls especially on those in “youth”
to do so. Why? The reason given is very
plain.  Youth is the time of the most per-
manent impressions on the mind. It is
the period of life when habits are being
formed, If we think of God much while
we are children, we will grow more and
more like Him in our lives as age in-
creases. But if we do not, the time may
<vme when we shall want to, but cammot.
‘Our hearts get hard, our wills stubborn,
cur minds indifferent, unless we learn to
keep God bhefore us as we grow older.
This wise statement all our Juniors should
memorize: ““Sow a thought and reap a
habit. Sow a habit and reap a char-
acter. Sow a character and reap a
destiny.” Many old people wish in vain
for the sensibilities of youth. The best
way for all our children is to start right,
and keep going right always. They can-
not commence too early. A child can love
God as early as it can love its earthly
father if it is correctly started out in
life, To inform the minds of our Juriors
with the essential truths of Seripture, and
0 give them a good equipment for life is
just what Paul rejoiced in for Timothy
(2 Tim, 3. 14, 15), and is the safest way
to prevent sin and all its terrible results
in later life. For it is no less a disastrous

thing to forget God now than it was when
Moses lived. Deut., 28th chapter, must
have been a tremendous reality to Moses.
Petter for Tsrael had they looked on it in
the same way. Matt., 25th chapter, meant
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much to our Lord. Dare we make little
of it? Our children must be taught that
sin is an awful reality, that its positive
effects tend to disaster, despair, death.
They must realize that to remember God,
that they may recognize His mercies, re-
semble His holiness, and reflect His lov-
ing-kindness, is the only way to realize
His blessing and life. Truly “Youth is
the best time to commence serving God.”

Success With Boys

We have recently received several en-
quiries as to the best methods of getting,
keeping and using the boys. We put the
matter in this way to our enrru,pond~
ents. If you are going to “ get”
boy you must eonndzr%ﬁm as a definite
g:rlonnl study. You cannot treat all

ys alike. Study the boy. You must
find some point of contact, occupy some
fround in common with him, know him
or himself, and reach him as an indi-
vidual, if you would “get” him. You
cannot catch him by mere accident or by
any superficial clap-trap methods, Be
honest with him. And nﬂm be thorough.
Boys at heart admire a true man. They
want to be good. They intend to be so.
And no person can more quickly or more
fully see through a sham or expose a
fraud than a boy. They know what re-
ligion means. They may seem sometimes
to favor a compromise ; but really they
do not. If you would get a boy, you
must g-e-t him. And you have not got-
ten h-i-m just because you have awakened
his interest or curiosity. He knows, and
we ought to know, that nothing but the

ace and power of God can truly win

im, Boys generally, know what con-
version stands for, and anything less than
a heart surrendered to Christ is insuffi-
cient to really win a boy. If you present
any lower standard than this to him, the
probability is he will scorn your doctrine
if he does not despise you. Boys who are
thus won are not hard to keep. They are
kept, and help to keep each other by the
love of Christ. We are convinced ~that
there are no modern processes of either
Eauing or keeping boys. The love of

hrist will get them if you exemplify it
as well as teach it.

It is true, emphatically true, that the
Church should provide for the boy’s many
sided nature, and in every way seek to
afford him a full process of culture; but
while all these may be aids, they do not
in themselves constitute life. Spiritual
life is, in its source, essence and manifes-
tation as truly a matter pertaining to the
conscience, affection, and will of a boy as
of a man. A boy who has only super-
ficial views of sin will not become a
strong Christian. And we believe that
many boys are actually dissatisfied with
the trivial thoughts that are too often
presented to them regarding sin. Down
deep in his soul he knows how God re-
gards it, and that he is not richt until
he has assumed the same attitude toward
it as God has. If you would gain and
retain a boy's confidence and regard, do
not apologize for his wrong doing. The
spirit of God works most powerfully in
his young heart, and long before he is
credited with it, the average boy of our
Sunday-schools is convicted of sin. When
he has given himsell over to Christ he
realizes that he is safe, and he knows
that nothing but this can save him,
Hence, we say, be lovingly honest and
true with your hoy. Present to him the
heroic side of Christian service. He does
not want a weak, sapless, lifeless, formal
religion,  Neither will he admire an
effeminate Christ, We fear that too often
we err in our representations of the Lord
Jesus  to our boys. If you would keep
and use the hoys you have got, let the
service to which in Christ’s name you call
them, be of a virile, manly, strong type.
It will appeal to and develop the latent
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manhood in them and make and keep
them, men. Be assured that no sub-
stitute for p 1 ion,

tion and service will ever do what you
are seeking for your boys.

Lines from Longfellow

(We believe many of our Juniors will appreci
of the great thoughts of great wen, and so shall
them such to think about from month to month.)

“0 my children,
Love is sunshine, hate is shadow,
Life is checkered shade and sunshine,
Rule by Love”

“In the world’s broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of life,
Be not like dumb, driven cattle!
Be a hero in the strife.”

“We have not wings, we cannot soar;
But we have feet to scale and climb

By slow degrees, by more and more,

The cloudy summits of our time.”

“T know a maiden fair to see,
Take care!
She can both false and friendly be,
Beware! Beware!”

“The name of friendship is sacred.”

“Onward its course the present keeps,
Onward the constant current sweeps,
Till life is done;
And, did we judge of time aright,
The past and future in their flight
Would be as one.”

*“ Honor to those whose words or deeds
Thus help us in our daily needs;
And by their overflow
Raise us from what is low!”

“To guide us to our home above,
The Saviour came,”

“He was a man of honor, of noble and
generous mature.”

“Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant!

Let the dead Past bury its dead!
Act—act in the living Present!

Heart within, and God o’erhead!”

“@allant, graceful, gentle, tall,
Fairest, noblest, best of all.”

“8o long as you are innocent, fear moth-

ng;
No one can harm you."

“Noble souls, through dust and heat
Rise from disaster and defeat
The stronger;
And conscious still of the divine
Within them, lie on earth supine
No longer.”

“Life is the gift of God, and is divine.”

“ Stronger than steel
Is the sword of the Spirit;
Swifter than arrows
The light of the truth is;
Greater than anger
Is love, and subdueth.”

“Deeds are better things than words are,
Actions mightier than boastings.”

“For the structure that we raise,
Time is with materials filled:

Our to-days and yesterdays )
Are the blocks with which we build”

“Truly shape and fashion these:
Leave no yawning gaps between:

Think not, beause no man sees,
Such things will remain unseen.”

“'Tis the greatest folly
Not to be jolly;
That's what I think.”

“Study yourselves ; and most of all note

wel
Wherein  kind nature meant you te
excel.”



Gounod or Baseball

club
“ holding the young

A Chicago pastor finds a choral
exceedingly useful for g
folks,” and an immense delight to him-
self besides. It furnishes him recreation
and sometimes amusement

The other night he was drilling  the
chorus on Gounod’s setting of Tennyson’s
““ Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky.”
They had just sung the line, “* Ring out
old shapes of foul disease,” when the
minister stopped them short. * Here,”
he said to one of the basses, “ you are
not getting that right; don’t you see
there’s a run on the first syllable of
‘ disease,” "’

“1 see,” answered the lad contritely,
and T made the run on ‘foul,’ didn’t

s,'" spoke up his nearest compan-
ith a boy’s malicious promptness,
and that's why you got put out.’”

t was five minutes before the leader
could get the chorus to singing again.—
The It terior,

When Delay Was Dangerous

Mark Twain Jpent one summer, the
story goes, as told in an exchange, at
Riverdale, New York. A suburban fish
peddler, with a raucous voice and a tin
horn, passed the house frequently.
Finally, one Saturday morning, Mark
said :

‘ That fellow has been by here twice
every day this week. Such persistency in
crime ought to be rewarded. I'm going
to buy a fish of him,” which he accord-
ingly did. Prepared for luncheon, the
fish was found to be highly unsatislacto
and whei the peddler appeared in the ai-
ternoon, the humorist went out and
hailed him,

‘“ See here I” said Mark, with
warmth, ‘‘ that fish wasn’t eatable,
was too old.”

*‘ Well, it wa’n’t my fault, Boss,” re-
plied the man indignantly. “I give you
two chances every day this week to buy
that fish, and if you was foolish Pnuugiﬂ
to wait till it was spiled I don’t see how
you can blame me.”

some
It

Honesty Rewarded

Young people tells a story of a simple-
minded old lady who ran a grocery store
in Scranton. A man came in ove day,
and asked for a pound of bacon, The
old lady cut off a generous piece of
bacon, and then, going to weigh it, found
that she had mislaid her pound weight :

““ Dear me,"” she said, “ T can’t find my
pound weight anywhere,”

The man, seeing that there was ahout
two pounds in the piece cut off, said
hastily :—

“ Never mind. My fist weighs a

pound.”
And he put the bacon on one side of

the scales and his fist jon the other. The
two, of course, just balanced,

‘It looks kind o’ large for a pound,
don’t it ?” asked the old lady as she

carefully wrapped the
“Tt does look large,
tucked the meat
“ 8till
But just then it was that the old lady
found her pound weight.
‘“ Ah,” ,Ju- said in a relieved
“now we can prove this business
it on here again.”

bacon up.
" said the man, as
under his arm.

voice,
Put

But the man wisely refrained from
putting the bacon on the scales to be
tested. He put on his fist again instead.

And his fist just
weight.

The old lady was much pleased,

“ Well done,” she said, ** and here's a
couple o’ red herrin’ for yer skill and
honesty.”

balanced the pound
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Gheap Life Insurance

At age 20 an ordinary life policy
without profits costs a total ab-
stainer $13.30 per annum in the

JEQUITY LIFE ASSURANGE COMPANY

while

in most companies it would
cost $16.50 per annum. The dif-
ference is $2.20 per annum for life
(i.e.), 16.5 per cent., or the cost of

81,000 in the other companies
would secure $1165 in the Equity
Life. This is onlya sample. For

full information, address

H. SUTHERLAND, President

CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO
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Savings Accounts

WE ESPECIALLY SOLICIT ACCOUNTS
WITH OUT-OF-TOWN CLIENTS,
OFFERING SPECIAL FACILITIES
FOR DEPOSITING BY MAIL.

CENTRAL
CANADA

LOAN & SAVINGS COY,
26.KING ST.E, TORONTO:

Leads the Wor!d for all C
The High Speed. Four Roller,
Book

i built to do the finest class of printing, and
in black and in colors,

It is th

The High Speed,
Book and Job Press, i muo
designed for a little cheaper class
only in the nur. Yer of form rollers, having t
all'its other features, and is faster,

The Migh-Speed, Two-Roller,
3 x 6. Tta method of distribution
The class of work to which it is

Felt packing used. It is very fast.

High-Speed Pony Press,
nns l’p

inion” ar “Table"”
earned reputation for remarkable speed anc

ch delives h
OUR SMEET DELIVEFY it doivers ihe
‘n.lnbullul News." ‘I his adds but little to the cost

The

Sole Agents fo
MONTREAL. WINNIPEG

HALIFAX

THE MIEHLE PRESS

Front Delivery, Table Distribution
and Job I'ress, is made in eleven sizes, from 2 x 3 to 48 x 66,

he standard flat-b y pro-
ducer of a greater quantity and finer class of work than any other press on the n narket. .

’l'v'v‘o Roller, Front Delivery,® Tablel Distribution

in six sizes, from 30 x 42 to 45 x 62,
of book an

Rear Delivery,
Distribution Job and News Press, is
3 is “rack and
more especially

Two-Roller,
Distribution,

put on all our presses with the exception of the

FOR PRICES AND TERMS

Toronto Type Foundry Co., Limited

This press
work, both
the

is wpecially adapted for half-tone
press of the world to-

This ?rm i
Four-Roller, differing
nstead of four; otherwise it is similar in

nd l)nh work than our
wo

“Rack and Pinion”
made in five sizes, from 30 x 42 to
pinion cylindrical” instead of “*lable.’
adapted is newspaver and poster work

Front Delivery, “Rack
&ize 26 x 34. Thin press has a well-
1 the superior quality of work it does,

sheet PRINTED SIDE UP OR DOWN, as

of the press 1o the purchaser, and is & great

ADDRESS

r Canada

70-72 York Street, TORONTO

By REV. THOMAS CROSBY, Missionar;

Cloth, octavo, 2

2 pages, 17 full-page il

In his Introduction to the volume, Rev.
ary Secretary, says: ‘ Thomas ( rosby

tion, at least in Methodist circles. For & geners

and from time to time brief accounts of his heroic

the press into many homes. But these ac
presented some striking
a story Crosby alone could supply, and ma
it, and the hope will be genera
most interesting period of his life.
spent his life was no mere holiday
ot evil, in which no quarter was as|
’-mynle for whose soul

ong battle against superstition, immorality, anc
therefore, if he incurred the bitter enmity of th

unts

y wi

e ¢
arade,
ed or given,

the libertine, and by ** lewd fellows of the baser sort ”

Columbia.  But he has his reward, "

William Briggs, Publisher, 29-33

JUST PUBLISHED

Among the An-ko-me-nums
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