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e Number and Date. : " 'suBJECT. Page.
Series. . . . , R ) . b
1 Apnl 8,1859 ' .| ABSTRACT OF REVENUE AND. EXPENDITURE to
(No. 127.) the 23td of February with remarks on the expediency of esta- ,
blishing an ASSAY OFF ICE at Vnncouvets’ Islnnd, for Bnmh
/ Columlna - . 1.
2 pnl 11, 1859 - CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD BY HARRISON'S RIVER.
(No.*l%) | * Expenses, amonntmg 14-,000! paxd out of Local Revenue re-
ported : A 4
3 | April 11, 1859 - | ASSAY OFFICE Fnrthcras to theexpcdxency of estabhshmwnn S
- (No 185.) Assay Otfice -5 - 4
4 ‘Apnl 12, 1859k " GENERAI. REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLO‘IY 5"
(No. 136.) y !
5 | April 12,1859 - | TRANSFER OF FOREIGN FOR BRITISH REGIS’I‘ERS K -
2P (No. 187 ) For the navngamon of Fraser’s lhver P 7
"6 | April2s, 1859 - . ‘(PENSES OF 'rma COLONY " Announces' that the Co]ony ? ‘
(No 14-1) will 'be able 'to meet its expenses and ultxmntely repay the !
advances made from Imperial ands -v‘ - -
7, Apnl 25,1859 © - | (:ENERA,L REPOR'P ON THE STATE OF THE LOLONY e
o (No. 148.) - Eamm"s of Mmers at the Bars be]ow I‘ort Yale - -1 9 x
8 \l ‘May 8, 1859 . " GENERAL REPORT. Announees the prosperous state of the v ‘,'
S O (No 150) Colonyo - 10 .,
€ , N Y
Yoy 'May 12 1809 - - OLD LANGLEY. *Reasons for selectin'v it as the site of‘a com~
, (No 158.) - ‘mercial town - - - e s - L1
10 ~May 14,1859 = - GOLD AND' COPPER QUARTZ. nepoﬂs the exlstence of \ JI, R :(
‘ ‘ (No 154. ) ru:h diggings i in the upper country - \ f it
» . ‘ ’ v{ '
11 May% 1859 - ' - LA\ID SALES. Observations ‘relative to .the syshem of Laud A
. (No 156 ' Sales and Mmmghcences - :
‘12, | May 25, 1850,- . = ESTABLISHMENT OF A MINT. Encloses s Re IR
(No. 198) Captain Gosset, the Treusurer .- - -l 13
15 | June 6, 1859 - ° ‘- LAND SALES. Reporting. the salé of town lots at Queens- | |
L (No 165) : borough, and endm§ statenient of amount reahsed -[116:
o oo / ! | ,
14 June‘s 1859 -, - GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF TI-IE COLONY , ] ‘
\ (No. 167) |E ENGLOSES REPORT BY MR. BEGBIE -, - i 16
( e // -+ 4 I
15 Julyl 1859 - - ADMISSION OF BARKISTERS AND KTTORNEYS to Lo
K (No. &75.) pracusemtheComf -U e e |25
A 16 July 21859 - - POLICE FORCE. Forwardmg statement supplying the: mfonn- I
1 N 182.) ation called for by Despatch No. 4§’” of the 11th April 1859 -1 26 .
17 | July2;1859. - . -.| EXPENSES OF THR COLONY. Ackuowledging Despitch ||\
‘ . (No. 183,) ‘No. 50mreferencetothepnrchaseofu5wau180at,and tothe 2%
3 e Fmanhml S&ate of the Colony « . N ce .
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iv’ ) SCHEDULE. )
" Number N _— " o
~ i Number aud Date. . SUBJECT: Page.
Scries. . ‘ - . « -
18 July 4, 1809 -~ 4’-‘ GENERAL REPORI‘ ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY.
' (No. 185.) Declared value of Impom for the quarter efiding $0th June N
amounts to F247)755, and ;the*Revenue derived from Customs |, BN
; Duties for the same penod amounts to 4,133L. 16s, - -1 28
19 |Juy6,1859 - - | PROVISIONAL APPOI!\TME‘ITS Return if enclosed - | 81
. { Na. 189) .
0 July 28,1856 - LlGHT HOUSES Relaﬁve to the erection of, on poihfs of
(No. 19t “Etraits of Fuca,, - - - - -4 81
21 | August 16,1859 ' - | REPORT OP SURVEY OF THE DIS'I‘RICJ‘S BORDER-
~ (Xo. 201.) ING -OX THE THOMPSON, FRASER, AND HARRISOK
o .RIVERS, BY LIEUT. RICHARD MAYNE. RN.- -] s2
’ 22 Augmt 17, 1859 = | NEW WESTMI NS-TER Enckmmg Proclamation that the town |
. C.\’f ‘204) | heretofore known as Queensbot"é“ugh shall henceforth be called 2
‘ ‘1 and knownas £ New Woestmingter™ - : 89
- i? X
2 August 18, 1809 .| RECONNAISSANCE OF THE HARRISON AND LIL-;
(No 206) 1 LOUET ROUTE TO THE UPPER FRASER BY LIEUT: ‘
, W. S PALMER RE = - , Jo1 20
2 August 23, 1859 ' - | GENERAL R.EPORT Satasfacbory progress “of the‘,‘C’olony
. (No. 207.) Money required for carrying on the waggon road from Douglas
to the Upper Fraser ; probably might be completed for 30,0007, | -
s General prosperity of the gold-diggers. Reports the departure
. from Vancouver’s Island of lOO bold dlggers to explor\. Queen
Chaﬂotte Island - ‘ 49
25 | September 18, 1839 - PROCLAMATIONS enclosed as under : -
- I'\Io 218) No. 7. ‘Naturalzation ot Aliens. ,
©. 4,8, Oaths Aet, 1839.. SRR
4'\_ <3 9, CustomsDutieson Imports
A » 10.  Tonnage, Pilotage and Harbour Dues.
’ w1l De.  do. Amendment. x
L ” 12.‘ ‘Spirit Licénces, &c. ‘ ' )
C D Gold Fields Act and: Regulations= ' .'* -1 51
. 2 | October 18, 1836 - GE\IERAL I{EPORT O\T THE/ CONDITION OF THE
Mo (NoL 228 COLONY. Reports official tour to the towns of New West-
e minster, Langley, Douglas, Fort Hope and Yale; and an Inspec-
' tion of the Mining Districts. The “ Gold Fields’ Act™ met with |
.| the approval of the mining population. Imports for the quarter
‘ . ending S0th September amounted to 207,848 dollars, and the
: , ' Customs for the same period amounted to 5,20‘7T C. -1 65,
L o \Towmber 10, 1859 - SALE OF CROWN LANDS relahve to .. - - -l 69
" (No. 231y : . *‘ .
, 28 November 16, 1859 - POSTAL COMMUNICATIQN BETWEEN SAN FRANCISCO .
, % (Nﬂ q%v) AND VLCTORIA, re'lltlve to 4 - (‘ 69 )
""99 | November 91, 1859\ - | GoLD; EXPLORATIONS REPORCI‘ BY MR. WM DOW'NIE
- (No. 285.) -, - of his journey to Queen Charlatte’s Island, and thence by Fort
s Simpson to the interior of British Columbja: Gold: in. small
. quantxtxes found on: the Skeena ZRwer, ‘also extensxve beds of“ :
! roetono !‘ - - - 70
' '80. xDec:exnber?" 1859 . PROCLAMATIONS transrmtted No. 14, & Bntmh Columbia
; (Ne. 289.) ‘Small Debts Act, 1859,” and No. 15, ¢ Brmsh Columbm Jomt .
NP . Stock Compames Act, 1859. |- - 75
E s1 De(:ember 22, 1859 -, PROCLAMATION transhutted. . No. 16 1mposmg a charge of|
; - (Ne. 240,) 1. 12s per ton on all g tra.nspoﬂed from New Westminster to ‘
. ’ 1 any place in Bntmh Columbm - -,-v - -1
32 | December 93, 1859 =, RESERVES OF LAND. FOR NAVAL PURPOSES in Burrard’
( No. 941 ) Inlet. Transmxtung letter from Colonel Moody on the subject -1 78
+i '8 JannaryQ, 1860’ —‘ ‘REPORT ON THE COUNTRY BETWEEN FORT HOPE .
N ‘ (No 1) ON.THE FRASER RIVER AND FORT COLVILLE ON
1 THE . COLUMBIA RIVER,7 BY' LIEUTENANT H. |
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. 'WVERNMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.
Secretury of State s Despatch on this subject * -

PROCLAMATION (No. 18) authorizing the Chief Commlssmner

In reply‘to the \

‘Number and Date.
| Janiiary'12,1860 - - | RETURN OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS AND CUSTOMS
‘. ANo.2)s - | -RECEIPTS AT 'NEW -WESTMINSTER FOR THE
- . 'TWELVE MONTHS’ ENDING 8lst DECEMBER 1869, | -
Customs, 18,4641. Imports, 174,2191. 7. 5. - . 89
Fanuary 12, 1860 - | PROCLAMATION (o, IT)REGULATII\G PRE-EMPTIO\: \
7 (Nes) OF AGRICULTURAL LAND. Transmitted . .90,
.36 [\Jmuary 24, 1860 - | REPORT BY  H., M. BALL, Esq;, ON THE STATE AND |
- {No. 8.) PROSPECTS OF THE GOLD REGIONS SITUATED
IN THE YALLEY OF FRASER'S RIVER AND ITS
o TRIBUTARY. STREAMS, BETWEEN LYTTON AND | -
; Q.UhSENLL RIVER Transmltted - NN 92
87 Jan ary 24, 1860 - | ASSAY OFFICE. . Aclcnowledgmg Despatch No. 2" announcmg ,
) \ (No. 9.}, +the establishment of an Assay Office. - 94
38 Janu 'y 25, 1860 “ ,ASSAY OFFICE, . Acknowledgmg Despatch No. 27 on the X
. samesubject oot =194
"39 | Juwuary 45,1860 . | ASSAY OFFICE. Acknow]edgnng DesPnzch No, so in reference |
o { Mol ll\) -to its esmbhshment - " 94
40 ’Jmunryzs ‘1860 . - RESIDENCE OF THE CIVIL orFrcm{s OF THE GO: |. 95.

-A.3

. (No. 15.) -of Land and Works to sell ‘town, suburban, and agricultufal | .
- lands which have been offered for sale at public, auction and .
remam unsold, at the ‘upset pncé. Tmnsmn.ted - -1 95
L DESPATCHES FRQM E 'SECRETARY OF vs'r}x'ni
R I(June 3, 1359 - i CE\TERAL REPORT ON THE 'STATE OF THE COLONY .
R (\o. 7.:;) i Acknowledgmg GovemOr’s Despatch No. 136 - 97
. 2 { June 4, 1379 . .| CONSTRUCTION 'OF ROAD BY HARRISON'S RWER.
b (Ne.76.) - " Acknowledging GovemorsDespatch No. 129., Expresses satis-
T  faction at the Bevenue of the LolOny bemg able 1o defrny the o
. s ‘  entire cost. - 197 .
"8 | June 80,1839 - - | TRANSFER OF 'REGISTERS. OF SHIPS \AVIGATING :
, .. (No.8.) THE I‘BASER ‘RIVER-, 1 . A 97,
"4 .| July4.1859 - - | MINERAL mscovmm:s Acknowledgmn Governors De-
o (No. 5.) ’ spatctho 154, in.which he reports the’ existence of rich_ dig-
C . s in the Upper Country, and lhe Dlscovery of GOLD AND *
‘ OPPER QUARTZ - - 98
5. Ju13 28,1859 -~ - DAND SALE& Acknowledgmg Governor‘s Dapatch No‘ 156, “
o (\To, ) on this sanect v ‘ -1 98
6 | August 3, 1859 . - DISPOSAL OF CRIM'INA'LS. Tn reply to GovernorsDespatch .
, {No. 10) + No. 39,. requestmg instructions on this subject - - =198
s August 29,1850 .- | CONVEYANCE OF MAILS. Aunounces Decxsxon of Her 5
; {\Io, 18) ., Ma,]estys Govemmentns o -, © 98 "
5| Seprember 5, 1859 - | REGULATION OF THADE 'WITH INDIAKS. Encloaas |
o (No 14-,) Imperial Act 22& 28 Vict. ¢. 26,.« to make further provisions’
« ., |...%for the Regulation of the Trade with the Indians, ‘and for. the
‘ & A dministration of Jnsuce in the North-westem Territories of | |
f . “ Amenca" - . < - - -1 99
9 September 3, 1859 - PROVISIONA.L APPOII\TMENTS In reply to Governors |
(No. 15) Despatch, No. 189. Instructing him to ‘furnish a quarterly | -
l ' return of new appointments and cha.nges in offices - -1 100
10 September 5, 1859 - GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLO\*Y L
(.‘No. 16.) * AND MR. JUSTICE BEGBIE'S REPORT OF HIS EXPE- | -
. DITION. Acknowledging Governor’s Despatch, No. 167, aud ,
thanking him for the information contamed thetein - 101



Vi ! - ,{r
Number . - -
Vo | Nomber'iol Due. SUBJECT. Pagy, .
Series, ~;
-q" " i <.
N ! .-q,\,n-y ‘(‘ 3 m——
11 { September 5, 1859 - RESIDENCE OF CIVIL OFFICERS' OF THE GOVERN-
, MENT' OF BRITISH COLUMBEA. Reqmnng the Civil
“ ! ' Servants to reside i in the Colony - - 9 '~|101
12 September 19, 1859- ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ASSAY OEFICE AND RE-|
' (No. 22.) FINERY. Announces that- Het}eMaJwty‘s Govetnment have, .
- ) , gwen,thexr sanction to this measu 101 -
v . L1
13 | September 23, 1859 - MII:ITARY EXPENDITURE. ' Relative to the proportions to ‘
- (No. %) be bome respectively by the Impenal and Colonial Governments | 102
14 | September 29, 1859~ ESTABLISHMENT OF AN Assu OFFICE -AND RE-
(No.27.) * .| FINERY. Transmitting copy of .a correspondence with the
Treasury relative to the arrangements for currymg this mea.sure ,
~mto operamon - - - . 102
l =15 ] October 20 1859 - RECONNAISSANCE OF THE HARRISON AND LILLOVET
‘ - (No 29.) "1 ‘ROUTE TQ THE UPPER FRASER, BY LIEUTENANT
PALMER, RE. - Acknowledumg Governot’s I)espntch trans- :
. mitting it - | 104
16 | Octéber 20, 1859 -« REPORT OF 'SURVEY OF “THE DISTRICTS BORDER-
T (No. 80.) ING ON THE THOMPSON, FRASER AND HARRISQN
- -RIVERS, BY LIEUTEN ANT RICHARD MAYNE, R.N., .
' \ Acknowledgmg—Governura Despatch transmrttmg the Report « | 104
17. | October 21, 1859 - | GUN/BOATS.. Stahng that twn gun boabs lmd been despatched
{No. 81.) t.o British Columbia. , 1os
18' | October 21, 1859. .~ ASSAY OFFICE AND REFINERY. Infonnmg the. Governor«
, (No.'32.) that the Master of the Mint'had been anthorized to carry into
, effect the arringements which have been proposed for ' the:
R e establ.shment of ‘an Assay, Oﬂice and Refinery - ' - <1105
.19 | October 28, 1859 " EYPENSES OF THE COI.O‘JY. Acknowledves Govemor’s
. {No. 33.) , xDespat h, No. 207, containing 'a GENERAL REPORT ON |
’ oL ' THE STATE OF THE COLONY, and with reference 1o a
suggestion therein’ for pecuniary assistance in"4be construction )
N ! of "Roads; again impresses the necessxty of the Colony provrdmg ,
, ‘ {  thefunds for such purposes - ‘ 105"
'20. January A ISGO -'| DISPOSAL' OF CROWN LANDS Enclasmv a ‘
(Ne. 8) " scheme by Captain Clarke for the disposal of Crown ]fnnds in
L British Columbia, and requesting the Governor to report on its ‘
oo ) nppl‘cabrhty to the'circumstances of the Colony - - - 1.106
2l | February 18,1860 - | CROWN LANDS Relntwe to the dlsposal of - - - 1108 |
Co (No. 9.) 2N Lo
- 220 February 28, 1860 - RESERVE OF LAND FOR NAVAL PURPOSES Ac- R
- (No.’ 12.) | * knowledging Governors Daspatch No. 241, on this subject . - | 108
23 April 16, 1860 -4 PROCLAMATIO‘TS, acknowledgxnd rece:pt of. "
o (No. 17.) . No.7. Naturalization of Aliens. ‘ R Y
» 8. .Oaths Act, 1859:: S o
« K » 9. Custom Duties on rmports. ”
" » 10. Tonnage, Pilotage, and Hatbour Dues. i
ST s 11.' Do., do. Amendment. ™. \ T,
) » 12. Spirit Licences. - BN K ‘ ’
. 13. Gold Field Act and Regulahons. ‘
Statlng that' a separate Despatch will be hdﬂre&sed to the
Governor, respecting the Aliens Act, and that Her Ma;esty ; v
( had sancuoned the others '~ x , 109 .
24 April 16‘, 1860 - PROCLAMATION N ATURALIZATIQN OF ALIENS. -
C(Ne.18) . | 109

Relatmgto - ) - -
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- THE ATFFAIRS OF BRITISH - COLUMBIA. \
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e ' PART IIL - .
- - Despatches from Governor Douglas. .. ‘
, » ’ ) ‘ ' ’ ' NO. It ’ , ‘ ; ) ’ . " L
.+ Copy of DESPATCH from Governor DgucLas, C.B.; to the Right-Hon, «  Cotuu,
sl > . -Sir E. B. Lyrrox, Bart, M.E. . . - - e
(ﬁo.l%?‘.) T S Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, April 8, 1859. .
: T ‘ o T (Received May 28,1859.) , =~ ° : ‘

Sip L .. ' . '(Answered No. 22, Sept. 19, 1859, page 101.)

I gave the honour of

transmittipg herewith for your information, an Abstract,of

the Revenue and Expenditure of the Colony of British ‘Columbia, taken from the

accounts of that Colony, which have been made up
", the;23rd day of February 1859. ¥

!

in a clear ‘and intelligible form, to .

. . 2! Thése books comprise all our financial transactions up to that periods "It will be’

observed, that the income derived from the various

sources therein’ shown, amounts to

the sum of 22,924/ 1s. 5d., and the expenditure for tlie same period to'25,0591. 6s. 4d.,

exceeding the income by the sum of 2,1351. 4s. 11d.
N Voo Lo, L N '
3. To. meet. that deficiency there” is “on the other

4

.remaining, partly in cash at Langley, and partly due on the sale of town lots, at the same " - -

hand the sum of 10;‘98;51. 19s. 9d. |

-, .place; a small sum invested in. Government buildings, and in aid -of the Harrison’s’
river, road, which leaves a balance on-that date exceeding 8,000f in favour of the -
! . D . PR B ' [ ! . ' .

'

Colony. SR

'
3

v

. Some petty ' balances may remain o‘utstand‘ing’ at Fort Hope, Yale, and' Lytton,

- which'were not received in time to, be incorporated with those accounts ; but such-sums
. -will-be paid out of the current revenues of those distriets. = '»: ' - - . -

At the towns of Lytton; Hope, and Yale, which

P
FR

‘were surveyed and: Jaid out into

. 'building lots last autumn, no 'sales’ have yet been made, but instructions have beep '

conveyed to the Commissioner: of Lands and Works, to bring

with as little delay as may be-convenient. '
4.’ The_construction' of the Harrison or Lillooet

4

those lands into the market

[ iy &

road has been the great source of

outlay tl;is‘*se’ason, that 'work having cost the Colony néarly 14,0001 |
o, 5 Large as the outlay may appear, it very inadequately represents theé value of this

-

"+ important pdhbhc, work, -which' has removed the difficulty of access, and' the .great
" impediment /to the development of tlie mineral regions of British Columbia. ;

© * 6./The éﬁtléj for all other objects connected with the Colony, including é,800! applied

in defraying the extra pay allowed, for one quarter, £

-

o the officers and ships, companies

. of Htili IMaJesty’s‘ ships *Satellite ” and “Plumper” forms the moderate sum of 11,0591,

A4

“

s
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‘2.0 .\ PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. - ~ . .= '

s

mren 7 The'\removal of the intended sea. port town, from Langley to. Queensborough, hz

% CoLuxBiA. cqysed 3 depression in the Public Revenue, arising from sales of town lands, which ceaseq,

1
'

3

- would remain in the country. ‘

‘entirely at the former place, with the first announcement of the proposed change in the .
. seat of Government. Colonel Moody reports that it will be sdveral weeKs: before the
survey of the'site of Queensborough .is completedy aid that no country . land will be’ .
sarveyed for sale before the first week in May. =~ o

‘8. Those sources of revenuesare thereforé for the present altogether unproductive,
. though thecurrent e:j)eqses of the Colony are. somewhat increased: by the addition of
' civil assistants to expedite-the survey of country lands, and to increase the means ang
efficiency of the Department of Lands and Works, and to render it productive of revenue,

9. The Colonial Treasurer advocates stamp duties as a source of revenue * in, combina.

. tion with a self paying registiation of assurances affecting real Rroperty,™ and I have
‘desired him to prepare a report on the best means of carrying these views into effect,
If such duties be confined even to conveyances of real estate, they will be productiyesf
.considerable revenue. ‘ o L

10. The want of an Assay Office in the Colony is felt as a public inconvenience, and i
no doubt highly detrimental to the commercial interests of"the country. There being at
present no means here of ascertaining the true commercial value of gold dust, the merchant
to save himself from loss will only purchaseit at alow rate, which the miner will not accept,
or the gold dust is retained in the merchant’s hands in' deposit, until samples of it are sent
and tested at San Francisco. Hundred of winers worn out with the expense and delay.
so occasioned, fly in disgust. with their gold to San' Francisco. =~ o

, 11.. An Assay Office established"he;e, the evil would, cease to operate, and the. gold
. 12. The establishment of an Assay Office would otherwise 1-believe prove of signal ‘
advantage to the public revenue, inasmuch as it would give facilities for levying an export
duty on'gold. - That is now impossible, and will be, so.long as the ‘miner cannof, gety-

. fair price for his gold in this country, and in consequence keeps it in'his own hands.: If
collected at all, in those circumstances the duty would have-to be wrung from: each- -
individual miner, and they, to_elude, the payment, would cross the frontier :and fly with. -

their treasures into the United States.. = - '.. =+ . Lo T ‘

.18, The Assay Office would provide a remedy for the evil. Every man might, through
. its.aid, learn from an official source the true value of apy gold in his"possession, and either
spend or exchange it for coin in the country. This would throw the export of gald into
' the hands of large dealers, who, having no inducement to smuggle equal to the risk,
would export through the lawful channel, paying the duty,-which .they in turn would

'

. ‘take care tg levy on the miner, by deducting it from the price paid. ]

: . e CT o G - L
. 14. An . export duty might then be imposed with advantage, and be found easy and
'gl%eap of collection. - The other features of . the: Australian system of taxation- on miners
might also be adopted -and ‘made applicable. to the-circumstances of British Columbia,

~ in-which case the licence fee-on miners, so objectionable on account of the expense'and

v affrays produced in its collection; would cease to be enforced. . = . . .-

n s ; ! * ' N
¢ . 15.'] have only further to state in reference to the. Abstract of British Columbia
‘Accounts forwarded, that the Treasurer, Captain: Gosset;. has. now the sole and entire’
arrangement of the Fi»r\ancial Department, over which I have hitherto had to waintaina
. rigid control., © I.° o B

1
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“Fhe Right Hon: Sir E. B. Lytton, B.rt, M.P. * ' (Signed)  JAMES DOUGLAS.
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4 -, PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA.
- Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dobenixs, C.B., to the Right Hon,

Sir E. B. Lyrrow, Bart., 1}‘1.P. 3

- : 5
‘ A - Victoria; Vancouver’s Island, April 11, 1859,
- (No.129.) . o (Received May 28, 1859.)
Srr, . oM (Answered No. 76, June 4, 1859, page 97.)
I nave duly received your Despatch of the 22nd January 1859, No.7,* conveying
‘to me your approval of the constructjpn of the route by Harrison’s Rive;, and acquaint.
ing e that-you look to the payment of all expenses connected with it gut of local, ang
not from Imperial, funds. o
2. The gratifying expl:ession of ‘yourt -approval in this matter is very acceptable tome,
and I am happy to be able to state that we have paid the whole expenses of the road;
amounting to 14,0007, out of the local revenue. The undertaking has been 2 severe tax
upon our small resources, but the work was indispensable for the development of the
country, and it will in the end greatly benefit the revenue by the increase of the imports
which it is the means of introducing into the interior. o :
) I have, &c.

The Right Hon. Sir. E. B. Lytton, Bart.,, M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,

&c. &c. &c. . Governor

3
&

. No.8. ‘

Copy of DESPATCH from' Governor Doucras, C.B., to the Right Hon.
- Sir E. B. LyrTon, Bart, M.P. \

No. 185.) : " Victoria, Vancouver’s 'IslaI;d, April 11, 1859,
p
o > (Received May 28, 1859.) :

SIR, . N ) " (Answered No. 22, Sept. 19, 1859, page 101.)

-~ RPN 2
.oy

T
R

In continuation of the remarks-on the expediency of establishing an Assay Office :

in this Colony, which I was unable to continue in my Despatch No. 127* of the 8th

instant, in consequence of the reported arrival of the muail steamer from San Francisco,

which remains here at each visit only a few hours. « 3 L
2. I have further to remark that we have attempted to induce the owners (not

." Americans) of private Assay Offices- in' San, Francisco to establish’ branches of their

houses at Victoria, but without success. The objections made by them were fo this
effect: x e L '
That Her Majesty’s Government would at no distant date probably establish a mint
at Victoria, and their business would therefore then cease. . | L e
That being foreigners they.could not expect the same privileges as are granted to

"English houses taking up the assaying business. .

Their ‘chief reason however was this, that they hed already the whole assaying business—

of British: Columbia in their hands, as nearly all the gold produce of the Colony-is now
carried’ to San Francisco, and they had therefore nothing to gain by extending their
business to Victoria, or to compensate for the certain outlay of capital which the process
would involve. .~ ST @ e
'8.-I do not know what steps can be taken by.Her Majesty’s Government to deliver
the Colony from so great an‘evil as is the present- drain".of its resources towards San
Francisco, and the' loss and delay to which miners are exposed in selling gold here ; but

" I clearly see the advantage ‘of a direct trade between’the Mother Country and British
‘Columbia, and Tam of opinion that the establishment of an” Assay Office in Victoria would

. be an important step in advance.,

-

. 4. Having an Assay Office here, the miner would ofil:y have to. fake his'gold thére; have

PRy

" it assayed, and receive value for it; ‘or if he preferred “it, have it run into. bars at a very

-trifling expense, and then he could dispose of his bars, which would bear the fineness and

-

weight upon them by mint mark, just as readily.as he could of ‘coin, or 'he could convert
them into coin ; i fact, bars would be currency. -, ' - N

. P

© 5. An Assay Office must, however, be the property either of the Government, to giveit

the stamp of character unsuspected, or it must be-owned by a private party possessed of

apital, in high credit, good mercantile reputation for probity, and well"known to the
mining community. This last quality above all is _requisi‘te.’ L ‘ S
R . : oot T i
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4

G- As mo private_person on the Pacific coast who could fulfil the chief conditigns/ Brrmsm. -
" which I consider indispensable’ to- success, namely public confidence, is disposed to come CoLvxsia.
 here, the only prudent and efficient plan is to establish a Government Assay Office. Jt  —
should be on.a large scale, for there_wxll be abundance of ‘work. . .
7. The-expense would be small, involving little more than the erection of a house; a
fre-brick furdace; a few crucibles which could, no doubt, be .madehere, a_good assa;Zer,
- and a few assistants. The process is simple to a degree, and the .whole expense of the
lant of an Assay Office would not exceed 600L * Its operation, judging from the experience
of the San Francisco private assayers, who have all become wealthy, would leave a profit.:
I therefore believe that a_well managed Government Assay Office would, at least, pay its
own expenses. . : 5 .
8. Tts advantages to the Colony would be incalculable. +Keeping the gold circulating
in the country, the status it would give the place, the confidence it would inspire abroad,
the benefits to thé miners, the contentment 1t would diffuse amongst them, by the certainty

d fairness and celerity of its operations, and its security, are amongst the advantages
of sheh_an establishment. . . N
. §._A mint would eertainly be more efficient, bt that is an expensive establishment,

though if Her Majesty’s Government were to set one up, I think the circumstances of the-
country would justify the outlay. It would also require time to complete and perfect its
+ . details, but the’éstablishment of an Assay Office involves little delay, and a very moderate
- expense, therefore I beg to recommend the plan to the favourable consideration of Her
. Majesty’s Government. ‘

°. I have, &c. ’
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, C
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart, M.P. . Governor.
v & © &e. &c.
I v -~ -N
. No. 4. Co No. 4.
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to the Right Hon. .
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P, ‘ =
- (No. 186.) . " Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, A})til 12, 1859.
' ‘ . *+ (Received May 28, 1859.) .
SIE, ‘ . \ - (Answered No. 75, June 3, 1859, page 97.)

SincE the last report I had the honour to make on the state of the :country; con-
tained in my Despatch of the 23th of March, No. 123,* 1 have - received various com- * Vide papers
munications from British Columbia, the substance of which T will proceed to impart for Krem 1ass
your information. l ‘ ‘ , poge 70.
2. Judge Begbie is now on circuit in British' Columbia, having™ successively opened

court at Langley, Fort Hope, and Yale, and by last accounts was proceeding to** Lytton”
l’, ‘ A . ' 3 A

.

with a similar object in view. - . . % . . A

. '+ 8, The docket; did not contain many cases, and wa$ soon disposed of. Two- cases of

" shooting ‘were tried at Langley, but the jury did n‘?{: convict capitally io either of the’
cases. b v oo o
. 4. The last reports from Mr. Commissioner Brew. are dated from Port Yale, 2nd of

" April. That officer has not heen successful in collecting the ‘miners’ licence fee. The
following is an extract from his letter on that subject:— , - :

- ' 3% Duting the last week' we collected over’ 150 dollars from- miners about Fort Yale:
.Some mien paid the tax most willingly, but from the majority of the miners it was ex- .
tracted with difficulty and after’ great grumbling. I intend to make an excursion towards . =~ .
Fort Hope next week to settle some difficulties about ditches, and I shall avail myself of

. .the opportunity to have theminers’ tax collected from parties who on a former occasion
_refused topay: Mr. Justice Sinith, from Fort Hope, wasat Fort Yale yesterday. He

informs me that he hopes to be able to collect the'tax from the’greater number of miners

about Fort Hope, . | . - L , NP
. %Qn the 80th ult.'T went.in & canoe up thg river some distance to visit the Bars and. r

" . agcertain if any mining was going on. The snow was too deep on the ground to admit
. of sluicing, and, except at one place, where there was 'a_hand machine for lifting water.

. ‘all the miners were idle.” " .. o, o ’ ’
. ‘ ST ‘B 2 e AN
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6 . PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. .-

5. It may be observed in apology for Mr. Brew’s want of success in collecting Tevenue,

“that the miners have not'yet fairly got to work, but he will no doubt insist- on a striet’
compligpce with the established mining regulations as soon as the .weather(becomgs genial

. and more favourable for mining pursuits. : :

" Breéw’s knowledge that two men had-arrived at Fort Yale with 600 ouncés. of gold dust;

' 6.. The migration of miners to the upper districts of Fraser’s River continues anabateq, "
300 boats, carrying on an average five white-men each, had passed Fort Yale previously .

© to the 24th-of March, and a greater number of men are reported to liave gone towards

the samext ”artet: by land, having packed their provisions either on mules or on men’s backs -
to the various diggings, giving thus a collective number of about 3,000'mep. © ~ ~

7. Favourable reports continue to arrive from Bridge River. It had just,come to Mr, .
wlji?:h, they had washed out during the winter at Boston Bar, AO}ﬁiles‘beyond Fort"
Yale. ' R S Vo S a
8. A nugget, Weighing 3 ounces less 2 pennyweights, was lately found at ,Bridgé/./'
River, which I herewith ‘forwat:d for. your inspection, on account of its being the largest
piece of gold yet found in British Columbia. - L , AR
*9. I forward a copy of a communication from Mr. Assistant Commissioner/,Travaillot,
dated « Lytton,” 16th March. The country_was perfectly quiet, and the Commissioner

" was engaged in erectinga small building to> serve as' Government House] -at' a cost of

* Nos. 38 to 44
from March 29
10 April 12,
1859,

En;:l.v in No. 4,

* “a Iui transmettre pour la fin de cemois un com

2,100 dollars, 1,000 dollars of which he had already paid” out: of the pfoceeds of-local
revenue, and the balance he would be in funds to meet.about the 1st of April.

10. The numbers of the * Victoria Gazette™® h/eifewith forwarded will give some
additional intelligence, which may be interésting. / s

The Right"Hdu.‘ Sit. E. B. Lytton, Bart. . (
&ec. &e. &c.:

1

/T have, &e. /" - T
igned) = JAMES DOUGLAS,
’ ’ . Governor,

N~

Enclosure in No. 4.

Copy of Letter from O. T. TBAvAiLI)dT, ,Eéq., Assistdnt Commissioner, dated L on, British -
‘ + Columbia, March 16, 1859, to Governor DouveLas, Cot

MONSEIGNEDUR, - o a .

" J’A1 eu Ihonneur de recevoir avant-hier au soir les ordres de votre Excellence, e )
Janvier, ainsi que vos:Proclamations du 8° et 14° Fevrier de'cette année. Conformiément gavos ordres
du 10 Janvier et & sa requéte jai adressé mes rapports directement 4 Monsieur Brew; e% ;

e rendu général de finances de ce districh - §

Bien' que vos ordres soient de correspondré directement avec le Chef Commissionaire, fje pense

néanmoins, Monseigneur; qu'il est de mon devoir de -vous informer de la direttion que prennent les

affaires publiques, afin que votre Excellefice’ puisse donner des ordres pour établir et thaintenir .
partout le.bon ordre. , - . . oo

Suivant toutes les apparences, le mouvement de I’émigration se fera daxs les hauts dedd Rivitre
PP g

+ + Fraser; les mines du canot sont réputées trés riches, et depuis deux semaines que les’ voyages ont

" % Harrisons
River.

. de paix pour « Fontaine.”

- ¥ Seaton River.

WL

* Government ' |

" House,

‘commencé, une grande quantité de mineurs s'est portée sur ce point. . La Rividre Sulloet* 'nest pas -
. gardée, et par cette voie doivent passer les approvisionnements de toute espéce. - Le Trésor Public
peut-gtre fustré d’un grand revenu en ne surveillant pas 'embouchure de cette riviére, qui va devenir
a clef du Haut Fraser. Il serait donc désirable &’y établir au ‘plus vite un poste, de m3me, un juge

Le ferry aux fourches de Thompson ne pourfai &tre completé que le 1v¢ Mai, par suite du malheur
survenu au batelier W, Clarke, qui s'est noyé le 9 de ce mois onze milles plus bas que Boston Bar.
Celui de Salloet est Gtabli & French Bar 8 mi-distance des deux riviéres Salloet® et Bridge. TUn -
pont a &té jeté sur cette derniére. J'ai eu Ihonneur de vous addresser, par lintermédiaire de Mr. Brew,
une copie du contrat qui doit étre sanctionné par votre Excellence. . - Ce oo
Je fais batir, d’aprds les ordres de Monsieur le Colonel Moody, une maison* qui passe pour la
meilleure et la plus noble de toute la colonie; elle coutera $2,100.  Jen ai déja payé £1,000, et suis |
prét 4 payer la balance lorsque la maison sera achevée, ¢’est-d~dire, fin Mars. o

Je me suis adressé & Mr. Brew pour avoir des licences de mineurs, la saison s'ouvre et de cellés que
jai recu de votre Excellence 4 Fort Langley il ne me reste que 150, qui ne dureront pas longtems,
vu que dans deux jours je serdi en route pour collecter, ‘ \ .

e J’ai Phonneur, &e. Lo TN

(Signed) * 0. T. TRAVAILLOT, Assistant Commissioner.”

- [ -

‘, M ' - ! ‘ . N A
ra i , o B
A , . , )



PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 7

W

P - N .
- . No. 5. 4 Brrrise

A - - - Co! .
ry of DESPATCH from Governor Doucras, C.B., to the Right Hon. _—
S Sir E. B. Lyrrox, Bart., M.P. \ No. §.

0. 187.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, April 12, 1859.
‘ ‘ (Reccived May 28, 1859.)

-

- ' ) - (Answered No. 3, June 30, 1859, page 97.)
I REGRET 0 state that no small amount of* injury has undoubtedly been caused to
/ the colony of British Columbia by the owners of the steam boats which are now and have
/" been_for some time past running on Fraser’s River. | These individuals -are citizens of
/ the United States, and they oppress alike the miner and -the merchant by their exorbitant
charges for passage.and freight. -
‘2. The raté now levied for the transport of a ton of goods Trom this place to Fort
Hope is 72 dollars, or more‘than'ltlil.. sterling. The charge made las_; summer, when I’
ossessed the power of regylating prices, was 25 dollars, or 5. a ton from this place 'to
ort Yale, which is fifteen/ miles. ot difficult navigation beyond Fort Hope, and large |
profits were made at that rate. I'fear thie owners are now combining to, perpetuate the
-evil by taking out British registéts for t!leir vessg_nls, by means of trans.f'e_rs to British sub-
jects, which there is every reason to believeare,only nominal and fictitious, although, 'all
the requirements of the law' being complied with, it is difficult to establish legal proof of ’
hat fact. - T .
f;s. In this part of the world competition is not allowed to produce its legitimate
effects ; it is the practice to buy up every rival line, or to. pay them handsomely for
‘allowing their ships to lie idle, and the public are charged a higher rate’ to cover the
~ additional expense which their oppressions have incurred. The American Pacific Mail
{ Steam Ship Company is a notable, example of this method of proceeding, this company
* having hitherto bought off every line established to compete with it. I will instance
another case, Last year a steamboat called the * Matia” was started on the Sacramento
¢ River in opposition to the boats of, I believe, the California Steam Navigation Company.
. She was bought off by that company. Her proprietor immiediately brought her up
to this place to run on Fraser’s River, buying off another boat which he on arrival found
on the river, and sending this second boat down to San Francisco to commence another
opposition-on the Sacramento River in order to be again bought off. ) o 7
4. The Victoria Steam Navigation Company, a British company, who have one.large Co-
river steamer employed between this port and Langley, are now ‘engaged in building
. smaller vessel for the higher navigation of Fraser’s River. The directors i5 com~
- pany lately applied to me.for the protection of Government against-tiie machinations of
these foreign speculators. I commented upon the extravagant ';ute of freight, and sug-

 gested a large reduction as the best means of meeting their co petitors, whereupon the o
directors offered to provide vessels in sufficient numbers to perform the whole transpoit
business on Fraser’s River at the rate of 25'dollars/or 5L sterlinfz a ton, provided they
were secured against these, in reality American owners of British registered vessels, in
the exclusive privilege of navigating the river untifthe erid'of next September. Monopoly

. would in such a case be a public gain, but being/illegal, I could not entertain the pro-
posal, though I cannot but regret that, under sch circumstances, I have no power by
which I could protect the publi¢ interest. /- R oo
5. The directors further assured me that they had been invited by the American owners
to join in the combination for. maintaining the/ high rates of freight; but'as the directors
declined making the statement in writing, noflegal use could be made of it.
-« 6. The Government legal authorities hér¢ are™of opinion that we have no "power to
refuse the change of register from Amerigan. to British, even' for vessels employed in
" British-inland waters. : A ' ‘
- 7. L-transmit a copy of two letters frgin the secretary of the before-mentioned com-
. pany, and as the matter is one of muclyimportance to the interests of the colony, as well .
" as being a national question, I shouldfeel obliged if it were submitted for the opinion of
“the law officers of the Crown, and tHat I may be informed whether I-should be Justifiéd=~__
in withholding a British register figm vessels becoming British under such circumstances ™
as those described, which appear£o me simply an evasion of the law. S
- o / , " Yhave, &c. ' . L
- The Right Hon. Sir E. BLytton, Bart,  (Signed) . JAMES DOUGLAS, .
&c. - &c. - &c. - ‘ ’ Governor. '

-
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i ) Cory of Letter from James N. Thain and Alexander Sinclair Murray, of the Victotria and Britig
. ' EncllinNo,5, Columbia Steam Navigation Companies,"dated Victoria, April 7, 1859, to Governor Dovcras,
IR - 1T o \ B R N o

S I conformity with the desire expressed by you, at a recént, interview held with you on the
. subject of-the mavigation of Fraser River, that we should considerably reduce the a}:resent scale of -
A .. charges on-freight to the different points on.that river, we 'beg r¢sp_ectfully‘t6 make the followin,
g . tender: That on condition of the exclusive privilege of the navigation of the inland waters bein,
S ~© granted to us, as representing the only bond jide owned British vessels running on the Fraser River,
P * . we will carry the Government, the Hudson’s- Bay Company’s, and all merchagt freight "at the rate .of
ay twenty-five dollars (§23) per ton, from™ this to, Fort Hope or Port Douglas, ffom the time the rising of

' : * the water will admit of our steamers: reaching those points to the end of the jhonth of September next,
- We are induced to make this low tender (the present rate of freight from here to Fort Hope bein
§72 per ton of 2,000bs.) in order to protect awners of British steamery built in the . colony from the
-prejudice they would suffer if any nominal transfers of foreign vessels be éffected, such we are informed

* Enclosure 1 in No. 5. -

.

+ being at present contemplated. ‘ -
o . . : We have, &e. - /: S :
(Signed)  James N. Tradx, ’
' Secretary, Victorig Steam Navigation Company.
ALexaxper $. Murray, . .
for British Columlfia Steam Navigation Company.”

R <,

i ; ‘ | R Enclosure 2 in No, 5.

. Cory of a Letter from the Victoria Steam Navi ation Qoﬁxpany, afid from the British Columbia Steam
/o - ' Navigation Company, to his Excellency Governor Dpucras, April 7, 1859. - )

Py . ’ SIR, i : , ) ) b . . o -

VAN " Ix.compliance with your Excellency’s desire that we shofild state in writing the. substance of

/- our conversation with you tgis morning, we willingly repeat the pame, feeling that the interests of all
. British shipowners are at stake.in this matter. A B s TR

/ The owners of the American steamers “ Maria,” Lubbock ‘mpaster, and the ¢ Enterprise,” Wright

‘ master, now lying at Langiey on Fraser river, contemplate naking a changé of register for the

urpose ‘of enjoying the trade of British Columbia, which we e¢ntend theg are unable to do, from the

/. fact that the vessels are entirely foreign built, and, as such, should ‘be debarred running on British’
inland waters.. Our construction of the law is that a differenfe exists between the rights of foreign
vessels, which may become British g‘ggerty, to navigate oceay-and inland waters, the latter privilege
belonging only to vessels actually British built, ana_ entirely owned by British subjects; unless tﬁeA
persons buying foreign steamers built expressly for inland ravigation .complﬁ with the English law .
Pprevious to 1851.  If such is not the case, there is no longer any protection, to British shipping.

_ In the intended disposal of the steamers we have alluded' fo, we also-think that the actual require--
ments of the law will not be complied with hy the cash payfent of the value of the steamers. The
acceptance by the owners, of promissory notes accompanfed by a mortgage for the value of the
steamers, payable out of their earnings, would actually leaye the ownership of the steamers in- their

. *Maria” and hands.unti? the profits enabled the purchasers to pay; but jas we look upon the matter, the intende -
. “Enterprise.” sales, being a mere evasion of the law by the owners, wouldfat once be cancelled, and the payment of
: . the fotes- would not be enforced should one or both of the steamers be 105“’_‘9’{91‘9), the acceptanices .~
became due.. . S . B o )
‘THe estimated payment for the two steamers* will be sjxty thousand dollars. We may mention that
.the ¢ Entérprise”_was_at.one time sold for eight thousand dollars, and the “‘Maria” was also recently .
offered for twenty-five thousand dollars. If these transfers are carried out, British ship interests on
the Fraser River will almost cease, as the entire carryifig trade will be performed by these and other.
. American vessels which will be sent up from California. ' C
L ‘ In concluding our remarks, we would inform your Excellency that British steamers are now being
: built in England for the inland havigation of the Fraser River, whose owners would most assuredly
not have contracted for themehad they supposed thay American vessels could be thus .transferred to
.the entire prostration of British/interests. : C- . , o ‘
e ! ' We ha. 2] &C-

e T , , "] " [for the: Victoria Steam Na.vigation Company,

Y

’ / ""v " (Sigmed) James N. THaIN; Secretary.
. - R for the/ British Columbia Steam N avigaﬁon’t%zmpany,
/ : (Pigned) -~ Arexanper Sixcrair Murray.
i o wly - ‘ o \

’ .:NO]. 6. o [ ! ?‘ Co 0&‘6- ) L \ - . ' ‘
' . Cory of DESPATCH\frbm Goveimor DoveLas, C.B., to the Right Hon.
A S\ir E. B. [jvrron, Bart, M.P. -

.. (No. 141.) .| Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, April 25, 1859.
L . Sir, ' I . - (Received June 10, 1859.) , .
. % Vide papers I nave duly received your Despatch of the 12th February last, No. 22,* expressing

+ " presented . 4 . ) - . " et -
Angnst1859, to me the satisfaction.of Her Majesty’s Government at the tranquillity prevailing in the
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. PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 9

colony of British Columbia, and commending the efforts I have made to avoid drawing

. upon the Imperial treasury for the expenses of the colony.
2. I need not say how gratifying is this approval to me. Her Majesty’s Government
may rest assured that I will not relax in the application of the most rigid economy to the

Brrrisa

» CoLOMBIA

e

ublic affairs of the colony; and I doubt not that, apart from the expenses incurred by .

the detachments of Royal Engineers and Royal Marines, we shall continue to be able to
meet the other expenses of the colony, and that ultimately British Columbia will be able
to repay the advances made to her by the mother country.

- ; ’ R I have, &c.
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart.,, M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
o &e. &c. &c. , Governor.

1

No. 7. '

Copry of DESPATCH from Governor Doucras, C.B., to the Right Hon.
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., MP

(No. 143.) ' " Victoria, Vancouvet’s Island, April 25, 1859.
‘SR, (Received June 10, 1859.)
Since my report of the 12th instant* nothing of wmuch importance, has occurred *
‘respecting the colony of British Colpmbia. )
. 2, Mr. Begbie returned yesterday from Fraser's River, after visiting all the settlements
as far as the Fountain. The country appears by his report to be everywhere quiet.
8. The Indian population have suffered much privation of food in consequence of the
dearth of fish and their natural improvidence ;' but the white miners were well supplied,
- though-provisions were selling at a high price, caused chiefly by the distance from the sea
-and the heavy expense of transport. ( , L
' 4, The snow was still lying deep in many parts of the road when' Mr. Begbie left the
Upper Fraser. The ‘miners were, however, beginning their labours, and were moving
into the upper country in great numbers. ' o . .
'5. The aécounts from the minjng bars below Fort Yale afe most satisfactory. Mr.
. ' Perrier, late justice of the peace, whoarrived latgly from that part of the country, has
given'me much interesting information respecting the earnings of the miners, of which I
will proceed to give a synopsis for-your, information. Hill's Bar, on which he holds a
mining claim, is yielding more gold than at any former time. The receipt$ of the com-
‘panies whio supply water for sluicing amount to 1,200 dollars a week, and four men took .
out of one mining claim the large amount of 4,000 dollars’ worth’of gold dust in six con-

+
4

No. 7.

™\

Page 5.

:
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" secutive working days. Prince Albert’s Flat yields from 5 to 12 dollars a day to the man

_.___Emory’s Bar was-nearly-deserted in~ consequence of the rush of miners to the upper.

country. Texas and, Victoria Bars are yielding fair wages, and even as far down and
below Fort Hope the miners are doing remarkablv well for the season. The bars are

* now generally deserted for bank diggings above the highest level of the river, and Mr.

. Perrier is satisfied that all the table lands between [Forts Yale and Hope in- the valley .of
‘Fraser's River are auriferous; and will yield large wages to the industrious miner. -Thase -

- diggings are yet but imperfectly prospected and little known, but. wherever, explorations
~have been made, a highly auriferous stratum, varying from three to four feet in thickness,

." has' been discovered about eight feet below the surface, and my informant further adds ‘

- washing and femoval. . | - . R
6. The Royal Engineers and Royal Marines have been’ all safely landed at Queens-
. -borough, where they are now.stationed, and Colonel Moody is also at that place making
“arrangement for ‘their comfortable accommodation and . direcling the surveys, of public
land and other affairs connected with his department. -~ Several numbers of the “ Victoria

" that the surface mould itself contains enough of gold to cover all the expense of its

- Gagzette,” as per margin, are herewith forwarded for your information. '
ot R : I have, &c,” = =
.- The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
&c. | & &c , Governor.
R -

1April 1859;
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/ .
No. 8.
"~ Copr of DESPATCH from Governor Doucras, C.B., to the Right Hon.
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P.

; : Victoria, Vancouver’s Island,
~ (No.150.) . May 8, 1859. g
Sir, .(Received June 27, 1850.) -

1. TaE latest advices from British Columbia,. report satisfactorily as to the peace
and-good order which reigns in the Colony; the confidence of the people in its auriterous
wealth, notwithstanding occasional fits of panic, is unbounded; but there is a general
outery for better roads into the interior, the difficulty of access still forming the great
impediment to the development of its mineral resources.

2. The cost of transport enhances the price of food, and of all other necessaries of

* life, from Lytton upwards; to an extent which absorbs nearly the whole of the miners’

earnings, large as they occasionally are.  The production of food bythe cultivation of
the soil in the mining dijstricts, and the improvement of the Harrison river route into 2
waggon road, and otherwise opening the great commercial thoroughfares of the country,

are measures of relief to which I have urgently directed the “attention of the Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works.

2
w
N

v
s

3. The extensive plains on” the Pitt, Smess, and Chilwhayook rivers, are to be -

hurriedly surveyed, and thrown into 80 acre sections for immediate occupation for the/
purpose of raising food and retaining a permanent population in the country. ‘

4. Sales of town land are soon to take place at Queensborough, Forts Yale, Hope, a\4d
Port Douglas, which I trust will bring in a considerable amount of revenue. J/

5. The Custom House receipts for the last fortnight amount to something over 773
sterling, and will rapidly increase with the growth and expansion of the country.

in consequence of the difficulty of collecting the Licence Fee on miners, who will pay no

' tax except through the force of compulsion. -

7. We must, I think, adopt some other system of taxation pressing less directly upon

Australian’ system,—recommend themselves from the ease and simplicity” of ‘their col-
lection, and having already the machinery and staff .required for that purpose.”. The
state of the country is, however, hardly tipe as yet, for the imposition of an export duty
on gold, but the day is probably not far distant when the gold will be exchanged in the
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* the stipulated rent.

6. The mining districts yield hardly revenue enough to pay their own police expenses,””

. the individual miner. The miners’ right, and the export duty on gold,—features of the

country and exported in large quantities by banking and .commercial -houses, when-the —

difficulty of collecting the duty will cease. . .
8. Many reasons induce me to try another 'plan, which under firm management would
1 think work well. By remodelling the whole system of mining regulations in British

Columbia, and instead of ‘levying mining fees which would, in that case, be abolished, I

: would pur];)qse to, treat the gold fields simply as crown. land, and letting it out in. large

or smallallotments, on leases at a fised. rent, to “any persons disposed to.work the soil

. The revenue would thus"be derived from a Land Rent, and not be levied under the

name of an obnoxious tax, and tenants would be ejected at will on their failure to pay

~ I will have more I hope to communicate on those subjecf;s by the next mail.

v

9. Captain Richards is' now engaged in Her Majesty’s surveying ship Plumper,’

in making a survey of the lower part of Fraser’s river, and Lieutenent Mayne has, been
detached to make a reconnaissance of the river to the fountain, with instructions to return
by Harrison river for the same purpose, 1 anticipate'much valuable information’ from the .
report of that officer, which I will forward to you when received. ‘ L
- The numbers of the' Victoria Gazette mentioned-in the margin are- herewith'
forwarded. Lo Lo o R

o L _I have, &c. ¥

. The Righ}!iZ Hon. Sir&E. B. Lytton, Bart,, M.P,, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,

Ce Co &c. . .- -

s
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PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA |
| ' No. 9. - © | et
Cory of DESPATCH from ,Govemor‘ DovaLas, C.B,, to the Right Hon. - Coim ;
. . Sir E. B. LyrTon, Bart., M.P. No. 9.
_ ) ’ Government House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island,
(No. 1538.) ’ May 19, 1859

Smm, - - (Received July 11, 1839.)
I HAvE the honour ‘to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 11th | '
February, No. 20,* referring to th.e sale of town lots at Langley, and conveying to me '{Wdet&tw
 your approval of my proceedings in that matter. . Abgust 1859,
-2. 1 have perused with much attention your remarks upon the subject of aliens pegeso.
acquiring land, and I return you my best thanks for the same and fo.r your kindness in T '
furnishing me with the Canadian Acts, which will prove of great service in legislating for
that class in British Columbia. , )
8. With reference to your remarks respecting the position of the town, I would beg to
- state that T was guided in choosing Old Langley as the site of a commercial town chiefly
by the partiality displayed for: that spot by the mercantile community of the country,
whose instincts in such matters is genérally unerring. ° - . :

4. The place, moreover, possesses great natural advantages for trade, being accessible
by land from Semiahmoo, having deep water, a bold shore, and good anchorage. The -
Jand is also clear of trees, and was surveyed at a very small expense, and therefore. per-'
'fectly suiting our pecuniary means. : , -

5. The-operation on dur part was a financial measure rather than one founded on any
cogent reason of policy. The locality was popular, and the land realized a larger return
of revenue than any other spot on the river would have done.. You will doubtless have |
perceived from my Despatch No.'9,{ Srd November last, that I never proposed constituting + Vide papers: p

- Langley the sea-port town of Fraser’s River, for which purpose it would not, in my g‘ﬁg;‘ lase, °
opinion, have been adapted, owing'to the‘obstru@tions caused by ice in the winter, and page1o.
its greater distance from the sea than the proposed por‘thot‘ entry, Queensborough. . MT
‘ ) ’ ave, &c.
. The Right.Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart.  (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, -

‘ &  &ec. - &e. o i . Governor.
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" 'Copy of DESPATCH ‘from Governor ‘DOUQL‘AS, C.B., to the Right Hon..
{ R Sir E. B. Lyrrox, Bart., M.P. o

.

0. 10. y

\

.
'
’
.

¢

. ‘ . May14,1859.. . .
o o , L (Received June 27, 1859:)) .

. By an unexpected conveyance, which is on the cve of departure, I beg to com-
municate to you the latest intelligence I have received from British Columbia. . |
2. In a letter addressed to the Collector of Customs-at Victoriaby a Mr. G. B. Wright,
a respectable ‘merchant, ard dated at Bridge River, Aprii 3rd, some specimens of native
''copper quartz and goldedre enclosed; and Mr. Wright statés that the reports at that'time
from the upper countfy are of ‘very 1ich but shallow diggings ;. that large quautities of gold *
‘were then being tdken from the bars; and that a great many, of the sluicing companies. .| . -
,who have 'perinanent diggings' were commencing work ; and also that men;were con- ot
. tinuing to rash forward to the Upper Fraser in large numbers. | . Lo o
. 8.'1 forward herewith the latest numbers of the « Victoria Gazette.” =~ 1 . 1atiand dh ¢
R . o o 1 have, &c., . . s e
- The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart,  (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, .~ .|~ '

s &er L &e T e, T * ~ ‘Governor...
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interest in the public mind respecting these colonies.

-

- -

No. 11..

“ : "Coey of DESPATCH from Governor Doucras, C.B., to the Right.‘Hon.

Sir E. B. Lyrrox, Bart., M.P.

Government. House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island,

" (No. 156.) A ' May 23, 1859.
o o o ‘ 7 (Received July 11,;1859.) . L
Sk, . (Answered No. 9, July 28, 1859, pego 98.) -

I mave duly received your Despatch of the_‘7th'February, IIB 16.%° . .
2. I observe with much satisfaction that-the system of land sales which we proposed
to continue in Vancouver's Island, and to introduce into British, Columbia, has generally

"met with your approval. . With regard to your suggestion. that an Jupset.price, lower than -

11 per acre for ordipary country land, should be adopted, provided that good practical,
reasons for such a course should exist, I would yemark that during the completion of our
arrangements for the sale of land it did occur to me that a lvow‘er/ upset price than before
proposed ‘would' probably promote the settlement of the country, which might. otherwise
be retarded, owing to the low rate of land in the adjacent territories of the United States;
for these and ather reasons the upset price was fixed by the Proclamation' of the 14th
February last at 10s. an acre, as stated in my Despatch No. 104, of the 19th February

Tast” It is also very gratifying to observe that we have- fallen into your views in making

one general upset price-for the land and in adopting the system of sale by auction, con-
ceiving as 'we dic that the interests of the public would be subserved by that more than
by:any. other mode of sale, and that perfect confidence would be established in the purity
of thelandsales. -~ = o N N
3. The,dnlf material point on which we diverged from you} owh. views was . in notre
quiring prompt paymeut for land and in permitting paym‘en,t{’by instalments, say one-half

. on delivery and one-half at the end of two years.

4. The object of this regulation was to facilitate the purchase of land by settlers with
small capital, who form the bulk-of the present intending séttlers in British Columbia.
This 'system is undoubtedly open to the serious objectiéns so- forcibly stated in your -
Despatch, but we, think it would not be advisable to alter.jt at present, nor until the set- -
tlement of the country is advancing favourably and the pablic revenue begins to feel the
influence derived from the progressive expausion of the’ resources of the country, and

----- e

_through the increase of-the Customs duties-and by diréct imposts on’ property,%nd on a

population ef profitable consumers.well capable. of. paying.taxes. .
5. The system of prompt payment might, liowever, be adopted after the partial settle-
manuer a convertible commodity. S . i
6. Country land will be arranged, as you propose, in lots containing aliquot sections of
a square mile, and town lands will be laid- out as _at- present in-lots of 60 by 120 feet.
The latter are put up for sale at 20/. 10s: 8d., and some of the unimproved Langley town
lots sold- at a rate amounting to 560/, per acre. , ‘ \ )

'7." We shall continue to deal with mineral lands in the manner-of which you have
approved, and shall establish, such liberal regulations asmay encourage the. exploration
of the country by letting out the said lands to the discoverer, ST

8. I feel greatly obliged for the information you.have kindly given me of the practice -
in other colonies ip such cases, which will be of much assistange to me. C
" 9.-We propo§§ to abolish the system of licences for digging gold, which at present
barely pays the expenge of collecting, and to_substitute an export duty on gold and a
direct tax on miners from both of which measures we expect to derive a large increase
of revenue. T : ; o :

10. Surveys: are being extended to all the open districts of land on. Fraser’s River, so

- ment of the country, when land acquires more than a nominal value, and becomes in a~"

“that the country may be laid out for immediate settlement and occupation.

L1. I shall not fail to furnish her Majesty’s Government with copies of all maps and
plans which he may prepare, and which I trust may be found ‘useful in' awakening an

ey L R I have, &c. SU—
The Right Hon. Sir E: B, Lytton, Bart., M.P. * (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
& o &e & T T ~ Governor. ",

.
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, , Corummia. .
© No.12.* No. 12.

S _ Cory of DESPATCH from Governor\l)\dncias, C.B,, to the Right Hon.
, .- 8ir-E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. '

', (No. 158.) ( . Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, May 25, 1859.
SR, " . . (Received July 11, 1859.)™
Havine called upon Captain Gosset, the Treasurer of British Columbia, to furnish

1 '

.me with such information in conuexion with the establishment of a mint as he had been .1 Enclosure.

able to acquire previous to his departure from England, I received from him the enclose
letter, which in conipliance with hi$ request I forward for your perusal. ‘

¢ 2. The only point to which I would desire to draw your attention is the allusion made
by Captain Gosset to the inconvenience experiencéd from the want of British coin in
this country. This is a serious.evil, and.if Her Majesty’s Government would entertain
the suggestion of sending out a supply of coin, it would confer a' real benefit on the
_colony. : ,
I have, &c. ‘

- The Right Hon: Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart,, M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, -

t
[

&e. &e. &e. Governor. -

e

A

- Enclosure in No. 12. , )

- ‘ o '\\ ‘ Treasury, Queenborough, ‘British Columbia,
. | \ April 25, 1859.

"+ < COMMISSIORED b{. the Secretary of State for Her Majesty’s colonies to undertake the' task of

organizing a mint (of which an assay office forms a part), should the necessity arise for such an esta-

. blishiment.in this colony, I made it my care to study (kindly' permitted by their officers so to do) the

7 ' g

- '
Enc!,un No. 12, .,

1

»
!

\
1

——-American-institutions-of the- same-class, both-in-NewYork-and*San Franciseo, at which places T-wad

_ the adjacent gold state.

unavoidably detained some weeks on my journey from England. ,
' Aud not alone the-modes of working these institutions, and the differences between their arrange-

f

ments and those of the Royal Mint, but I made the effect of their -8peration upon the.condition of the -

people, likewise, the subject of careful inquiry ;:for alike in so many: respects, as are the circumstances
attending the infancy of this colony, to the first conditions of California, that from the errors of our
neighbours as well as from their successful measures-a wholesome lesson seems derivable and an index
. obtainable of the advantage or otherwise of establishing' certain institutions similar to those existing in

It was with deep interest, therefore,"and an anxious desire’ to arrive at'a sound conclusion, that I

. sought information from various classes of persons in San Francisco, including 'many who had returned
m prosperous and-non-prosperous operations on the Fraser Ruver. C v

,+ "+ Not, however, until by personal inquiry amongst'the mining population remaining on the Fraser (pro-
secuted in the month of January last), and amongst the miners in transitx to our gold fields since that
‘time, as to the feelings of that important class, nor (in consequence of the discouraging accounts.at the

7" beginning of this year) until the yield of gold seemed to_warrant me in addressing his. Escellency thé -

'
\

Govéinor without danger of error, have I felt myself justified in stating, as I'now do, in confident terms,
iy opinions-that those branches of a mint comprised under the heads of a smelting house and assay
" departments should be established in Queenborough with the least possible delay ; not merely as being

certain to prove directly beneficial to 'the public revenue ‘and to ‘the community at laree, but for the

" broader purpose of developing the wealth and advancing the general prosperity o thiﬂ’ colony. «

:

. 'fnstitutipn thaq in' the §melts or assays made by private practitioners. By thfse’

-

|

.t California I became convinced of thie following points:— Co F

¢ lst. Thin; tl‘x’e"m‘tab"lish.:nent of an assay{oﬂicg hasg:ggt{z tﬁdedtozetam population mte«— PR
~2nd: That “the "publie, although not hitherto perfectly satisfied with the arrangement of the San
' Trancisco Government Mint, yet placed.more confidence in the smelting and assay departments of that

!

'

'
1y
Ul ol g e i
' S

v
»,

. : - \ London thus assertion might be reasonably doubted,
were it not explained that in a new country so few' are the established firms, . and, so numerous the

. ignorant: and. questionable characters ‘who embark in. all kinds of professions, trades;and callings,with --... |
v, or withiout, ‘the slightest knowledge of the subject or guarantee for integrity, that general distrust is -

. tngendered against the whole. o

P S

8rd. That, therefore, nine-tenths of the golti of dalifornia is smelted and assayed at the San Francisco
- Government Mint; one moiety of the remainder seeming to find its-way to the Government Assay Office:

, 'in New York. : !

“
. e , ,

o ! | ,
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4th. That nearly, if not qniée, the whole of the British Columbian gold has been smelted and assayed '
at the San Francisco Government Mint.’

5th.~That by a trifling charge per weight the smelting and assaying departments are made self:
supporting. \ . i ) .

6th. That the mining population of British Columbia, unable to obtain proper value for their gold in
British Columbia, did, in large numbers, return to San Francisco solely for the purpose of having it
assayed there; and.that the colony of British Columbia not only lost the fryits of these miners’ labour
(for once in San Francisco, the miner scarcely ever returnéd until his earnings were exhausted), but lost
the benefit of these men’s time and industry during their absence. :

To this, with the fact of there having been no port of entry in Brifish Columbia, nor. any guara'utee

" for agricultural settlement, may be ascribed the depopulated state of British Columbia when I arrived

in the colony, a condition but little mended by the scanty re-immigration-which has yet taken place,
the evils adverted to being still in existence. ‘ e . ’
With the belief, however, that Queenborough will be shortly open to commerce, with a hope that
arable land will be ‘placed within the powers of desiring purchasers, and that roads to the mines may
receive early attention, and with evidence of auriferous wealth, indisputable since the receipt of gold for
the ‘last quarter, there scems to exist but one opinion that the first steps towards the formation of a

mint at Queenborough will materially tend to aid every other measure of Government, to strengthen -

commerce, and to check the nomadic habits of the miner.

By the admirable express arrangements of the transit™ houses, the éold will follow one known °

channel,—trade compels this,—and that channel will be to, as it is already by, the declared capital of
British Columbia. At the capital, therefore, as in most countries, there should the mint be established,
and not on Vancouver’s Island, as_proposed by the House of Assembly of Vancouver’s Island, and, in
alll respect I venture to think, inadvertently acquiesced in by his Excellency the Governor of the two
colonies. o , -

The very best intentions'of so costly an establishment would be frustrated by taking the gold, for”
coinage, 100 miles across the sea, away to a colony not itself gold producing, nor likely to be other
than of secondary magnitude as compared with British Columbia, to be again returned with the charge
of double freight and.double insurance to the producers of the metal." L

' The very eagerness of the Vancouver House of Assembly to grasp at a mint is evidence of this; the
_House doubtless felt that a mint in Victoria would tend to draw population and trade away-from British
Columbia, and to raise their town -into the position of 2 capital to British Columbia, to their own
advantage, but to’ the detriment of their sister colony, of which I venture to count myself one humble .
guardxan. } K e o K

. Not only, in my humble opinion, does it appear imprudent for the Government of Vancouver’s
Island, especially in the present state of its finances; and- without any immediate prospect of increased
resources, to contemplate the establishment of a mint for the purpose.of coining the metal derived
from the heart of a neighbouring colony, but I should éven deem it unadvisable for British Columbia

L4

60,0001, to- 80,0 _ ’ , , L
For although the want:ef coin; and especially of British coin, at the pr

prese 1
* matter of serious disquietude to his Excellency,. yet, on arrival of the bank, expected daily, this gries-

, the grievance would, in my opinion, be removed for a considerable time to come.

v

out (not as a loan, but to be repaid in bullion), of,—

. ance will be lessened by the circulation of notes; and, could the Home Government be induced to send

£60,000

Sovereigns - - - -

Halfdo! . - . '- 7 2. 20500 |
~ Florins - - -, - 11,000

Shillings Coe T S 5,000

Pence . - e - ‘ - 2500 Co

Half do. =~ . - = - - ‘Looo =

- Total + - . - .~ £100,000

‘- . ¢ Y e |

[

'
f

stbea’ .

That under any circumstances of. }xro rity two mints should be formed, I presume no one would
or

contend; one bas been found ample

" and the New Zealands. In that eolony, thérefore, firstly, yielding the precious metal; secondly, pes-

\

'

\

sessing even now, depopulated as it may be considered, the larger population, and promising a propor-

the whole of the Australian Colonies, Van Diemen’s Land,

. tion immensely greater, wherefore greater means, greater revenue, and all those many other conditions.
- - . .which would alone justify Her Majesty’s Government in assenting to' the introduction 'of so'importanta—

‘department; and in that colony aloe should it, iu my humble judgment,-be understood, that when the
necessity a.r;‘ses, ‘there, and xiot in Vancouver’s Island, will a mint be formed. ', - T

" That it ‘would be premature even in British Columbia to establish an_entire- mint, T have stated, but

that the time has now arrived for introducing a portion of such an establishment there I have likewise

premised, and now, recommend immediate action.

. I shall therefore propose that I be permitted to communicate with tbé Commissioner ;)f Lan(isand h ,

Works, in order that suitable smelting and ‘assaEbuildings may be prepared by the time the subordinate

officers for these branches may arrive from England; and further, that these gentlemen, three in .

number, with two assistants, and all the smelting and assaying implements, shonld‘b'g sent out by way.
Should further assistants be required, 1 avé Tio™ doubt-of-cbtaining. snitable men in ‘the colony for

T v

instruction in the manipulations, whereby in three months. after the arrival of the party frofn England-—

vy

v
'

'
i
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| 1 would guarantee to be in a position to meet the emergency of great i)res:mrc or illness amongst  Brrrisg
my staff. - g o

But for the express purpose of engendering confidence in the department at the outset, I look upon ™ -
the procural of assistants in the first instance direct from the mother country as of the utmost import-
ance. Assayers might be obtained from California, but for the very reasons adverted to in a former
part, of this report, such men would not invest the department with that thorough reliability which it
Is absolutely essential that it should at once command, not only that it may succeed, but for the credit
. of the Government in so delicate 4 matter as the adjudicating the quality of the precious metal.

The expense of such-an arrangement will probaby be, for the first and second year :—

. ‘ 1st Year. .2nd Year. . .
1 Assaying officer - - ~2400 £450 .
1 Smelting ofticer - - - 400 4350 Lo
2 Assistants - - - 500 600
1 Accountant clerk - - - 300 850
Implements - - - 1,500 100 '
Transit of party and stores - - 500 v
- . Buildings - - - - 500 —

£4100  £1,950°

Pt

5

Properly conducted, I should have little doubt-of making such'a department self-supporting: after *
the first year. ' , )
Asthe Master of the Royal Mint, with whom I was placed in communication by the Lords Com- -
missiomrers of the Treasury, will doubtless be called upon for ref)ort and assistance in this matter, I .
ose doing myself the honour of transmitting him a copy of this report, and addressing him on the
subject of those many details, which would but encumber this letter, and will be perhaps better
arranged, being purely professional, by direct correspondence between us as profession'afmen. :

In conclusion, having referred to the expense of the Sydney Mint, without committing 'myself to any
opinion that experience and improvements in the manufacture of machinery since. 1851 might not
- enable a similar departroent to be outfitted at a somewhat less cost than 60,000L to 80,0001, yet I should.
certainly deprecate any attempt to establish, in any of Her Majesty’s colonics, a department of so
important a class on any other than the. most perfect -footing. The coinage of Her Majesty’s realm
should‘ever stand pre-eminent amongst natious; its sterling qualities, value, and workmanship should & -

5

never be sacrificed at the shrine of economy or present convenience. - .

. With regard to the adoption of the. currency of the United 'States, I do not pereeive the necessity for |
bastily declaring in favour of a foreign. metier; nor, in my :van opinon,' 18 there any ground for
" departing from Her Majesty’s initial coin, the British sovereign, possibly substituting for the existing a
decimal arrangement proceeding therefrom; of which already .there has been issued (I believe as a
tentative coin) the much-esteemed florin, the tenth of which might be termed a groat, reviving an%old ' -
English name of somewhat the same value, with one-tent again, as a mil or mille; such a decimal
‘. arrangement being that which (I believe) would have beert recommended by the Commission of In-
. quiry into the ‘subject, but for the one. argument, advanced by dealers who_received ,and disbursed
'garthings in_ thousands per diem, viz., that the poor of Great Britam would suffer by the-alteration of
the farthing, or 415 of a pound to the ¢y, an argument which would, have no weight hére, where
poverty is unknown, and where: the habits of the people and their prosperity induce a positive disregard
of fractions under a 5 cent (or about 2{d.) piece. RN ’ T
‘It seems proper, before closing this report, that I 'should draw his Excellency’s attention to your
Jetter of the 8th of this month, requesting my opinion 'on sthe address of the House of Assembly of

Corumnms,

Vancouver's Island, praying that the Governor of Vancouver’s Island would urge upon the Home | .-

% Government the desirability of establishing amint™ in their:colony, to which letter this report, com-
meneed as'soon after the termination off last quarter as I was ahle to procure from the various dealers. .
accurate statistics of the gold yield, and enlarged to meet his Ekg‘éllgnéy’s desire_for my ' opinied, is
, intended as a reply. ’ i , et . :
" Ifin stating, my views, when in oppésition to those entertained by his Excellency, I have been led
into any observations that may seewh, objectionable, I must beg to be excused; Yor the sake of the
' gravity of the questions proposed, believing that a right conclusion will be better drawn by those who '
will decide from the consideration of frank and honest statements,-than representations enfeebled by a
‘weak desire to avoid pownts of the greatest moment which may be at varianée with the Governor's = -
sentiments. R L L s o
o Havmgt)eén requested by Sir Edward Lytton to place him.in possession ofj my o’piniorns on the sub-“
. ,iect of a mint in British Columbia, $0-s00n asI could give a relable report through the proper channel,
"1 have the honour-to request that his Excellency the &ovemor‘ may be plez/used to forward the accom-

panying copy ‘of this communicatiofs. fo the Colonial Office. e T N { ,
L ' i e g

' . The Acting Colonial Secretary,{ . . " © (Signed)  W.DriscoriGosser, =, < s
e & o &l e i o T ;. " Treasurer. et
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Bumsx B A R
COLTMBIA, e L e
' ""'N TN L o S L No. 18 i \ : .
.' ;(“To.,la. / T Copr of DESPATCH from Govemor DouoLAs, C B., to the R}ght Hon. | ~n
gE a . Sir E, B. Lyrrox, Bart, M P L

o - - W Go»emment Houqe, Victoria,, Vancouver’s Island

> (No. 165. ) ‘ ‘ ’ - Jane 6, 1659

/ S, : N ' (Recmea July 25, 1859.)

) Tm: sale of buﬂdmﬂ‘ lots at the new town of Queenaborouo'h took place on the 1st

and 2nd of the present month at Victoria,

2, The result has proved most sausﬁxctory as a. ﬁnancxal operatlon, and mdlcates a -
general confidence in the future of the colony, o

/ | " 8. The actual amount of, sales was rathef over 89,000 dollars, on whxch a deposit of
25 per cent. was made on the purchase, tlie remaining balance to be paid in three equral -
instalments on the 1st day of July, Aunust, and beptembex next respectively.

4. 318 lots were offered for sale,-and 310 were sold. 110 lots are reserved for f'uture
sale. * The largest sum realized for a single lot was 1 925 dollars, and the- average pnce
" of the lots sold was nearly 290 dollars.

_ - 5. The accompanying statement from the Department of Lands and Works is tﬁm

""" mitted for your information,- It distinguishes -the -actual sums of money received and
due on the sale from the amounts alreatly paid on Langley ‘fitles, which wete transferred
to Queensborough under the provisions of the Proclamation of 14th February last. It is-
“not impossible that this concession fed in some manner to the hig h pnces obtained for the

_ Queenaborouvh lots, ‘. . _

A 1 have, & '

| / The Right Hon, Sir E. B Lytton, Bart., M. P (Signed) ~ JAMES DOUGLAS

- &e. &c. &c. . . Goy emor.
N '/

) . ' ‘ - ~
- ~ - ‘ < o

Enclosure in No. 13.
“ Britise CoLuMBis.
Lo S - Sale of Queensborough Town Lots. a

LR Actual amount of shl'es - - - - - - = .“589',1_70
" Amount of iristalments received'in cash - - - - - - 11,3632
+ Ditto receivable inccash - - - - - T - 50,8632%
: o .o $62,227
- Amount recexved in Langley titles - - - - - - 11,192
Ditto receivable ditte : - - S T = - 15,751
r $89,170 .
e N
o (Signed) Bon'r Burxany, - >
J une 4, 1859. o pro the Chxef Commxmoner of Lands and Works, British Columbla.
T - . :-'\\\ o
No. 4. S . Nos ’ L ,//./

COPY of DESPATCH from Governor Doucras, C.B., to the Rrght Hon. o / *
Sir E. B. Lyrroy, Bart.,, M.P.  »

C - Goverpment ‘House, Victoria, Vancouvers I}]a,té .
- No. 167.) e June 8, 1859.° )

- ‘(Reccived July 25, 1859.) cos
SIR, (Answered No. 16, Séptember 5, 1859, page 101 )

Sivce my Jast report a number of miners, originally from California, have returned
to V'ctona from the Dpper Fraser River. Many of these men have amassed large sums
in gold the’ majority of them have not, however, been so fortunate. - .

_ 2. They assign various reasons for lea\ ing the country 3 some the hlgb price of provi-

" -~

&
-
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" gions's othema desire to sée thelr friends,” and- to spend a few months comfortably in, - . By
California ; others the irregularity and shallowness of the diggings in the Upper Fraser Co
. district; all however, admit that any m‘dustnoue man can at’any. time make from four .
" tofive doliars a day, but owing to the chigh pnce of: provnsnpns that sum ,will scarcely
mamtam the miner in that part of the ountry \

= 8. The costoﬁttansport from chtm}a to Lytton is the real cause’ of the hngh pnce of’

\‘,. provxsxons. . /
4, The tiver ‘steamers, however, *have“latelv reduced theu fares, and ‘now - make; a

reasonable charge for freight, probably uot\@}‘e than is reminerative. The. »great im-/ -

diment to~the development of the interior resources of the country now irises.from th ,

want of -oads:’ ‘British Columbia can never become great. or- prosperous without the /o

and we purpose devoting all our means and energte in 1mprovmo' the Hamson,Rl er foo

road into 2 good waggon ' road. e SR -

5.\ A body of Ro;ral Engineers and Royal ’\Tarmes, numbermo' about 100 men, )
mented by’80 civilian labourers, wxll be detached for that service as soon as Lieu enant S
Palmer, who is now employed in surveying tlie road, has completed his. reportu Vo

/ * 6.. The successful completmn of this great’ enteypnse will open a safe,’ easy, afid com- YA
paratwely mexpenswe route into the interior -of; British Cojumbia, and give ffacilities, - E
at presens; Unknown to t}xe miner a,nd the merchant, for the evelopment of its mmeral S

resourcei. . . :

S The peoplé.at. Port Douglas have eﬂpressed theu wﬂh ness to.axd either by theu: A

personal I4bour or by pecumary contributions, du, this important work ; as, b wever, none o

of them are wealthy, . tqexr contributious will not be great, but thejr zeal for the progress < ' o
\ andlprospem:y of the cotmtx y'is-encouraging’to- us and very hond&rable to hemselves.

. 18: Another road:i is noW-being opened from Fort Hope.to Lytton ‘on the left: bankiof . .
.. *the Fraser; it follows the \alley of the. Quiquialla, and-from thence ' strikes - Ande:son o
River, which it Leeps as! far as’Quayome, froxp whernce there is 'a good froad, to Lytton. L
This route was discovered and explored by 'an ‘inbabitant, of Fort. Hope .and the’ people T
with great spirit Jimmediately raised the sunmf 2,000 dollars among . lemsels’es for the -,
purpose of: opening 2. horseapath which ' is made nearly half' the distance to Quayome. " K
. Lieutenant Lempriere and two.men'of the Royal Engineers; who \%ere lately sent by . .

+ Colonel Moody to examine that line “of’ road, will report- upon 7 hereafter, and ‘w

:

)

propose giving further assistance, if requisite; ‘to; promote so'useful a/work. r R

9. Qur latest advices from Fort Yale report that a number of miners had arrwed at ‘
" that, placé from the uppet country with: unfavourable; feports of the gold districtsy on' .
- the other"hand, the Commissioner at Lytton reports that the persgns ‘'who have left "that v
. part of the country aie a class that can well be _spared, being: pr nc;pally /gamblels and
ldlers, who will not steadnly follow any avocation. The feeling a amstﬂ;emmmrrhcence —
 fee is. very geneml amoag the mineis, and the tax is.almost unp oducuve,pf revenue. '

o 103 We are now engaged-in remodellmg the ining laws of Bntxsh Columbia, so0 dsto - '
. * approximate - them as near}y as circumstances will permxt to the; mining" laws of Austratia. "
« 11.7We ha»‘e issued the new Customs-Act and . the Alien” Act; rwhlch I ‘will.shortly ﬂmc"’“m L
,forward to you. « A very interesting report from Mro Bedbie, /Judge in’ Bntlsh Columbla, S

lS heremth forwarded foo your mformatlon. " L r o
B : ~l LA '
N o ‘ - ’I have/&c.‘ wi W ; S
The lerbt Hon. Sir E B. Lytton, Bart., M P = (Swned) / . JAMES DOUGLAS AR
< &c. &e. - & ] Govemor. /
0 N l ’«,., ’ ‘ Lt ) . ‘ : LN “ \‘ ' )‘I/, . ' B Y N N \ t A e
' .f.j | " ; “ N t \ )\\ ‘
TN | SO RN t .
. /» Iy p Y i “1 i . ‘~‘ /" ' Ui . | S K‘ | ' !
Je L\" ! — ’1 EnclosurelmNo. 14, RN L Enc[mmlm o
Sm, . \ ' ' Ao S chtona, ﬁn'l 25 1859 ' No.14
< I HAVE' to rq;;ort to you my mturn from the mrcuxt whlch 'T' have just held in ‘British, ¢

Cohnnbla,« as far as,the Fountains, to which point I followed mearly the course of Fraser vaen From . . . -
ﬁxence Lreturned by.thie Lilloet route and the Harrison River to Langley. " ~ ./ ST LY

” " 2, I have alread had the, honoun to re rt for your mformatxon the roceedx tLengie ) at ' .
FortHope,and‘at ort Yale, - pe P R ¥ L

" w8, Accompauied: by Mr.' Nieol the - ngh Shenﬁ' ovantmh Columbm,and, by Mr. anhhy the e
Reglstxar a;nd Asslze Clerk, or who at least acted Jin these eapacmes, I left Fort’ ‘}ale on foot: dn the Lo

' 4
e . C /’
. . R ,
|
L . I
[ v ! ! 1
B .
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Brmisg  28th ultimo with an Indi~an body servant, and seven other Indians carrying our tent, blankets, andﬂ
. Coruapia, Pprovisions for Lytton on the forks of Thompson’s River. .
T Acting on the suggestions of the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, Mr. Nicol and myself
‘ made 2 reconmaissance of the entire road travelled over, the result of which I hope shortly to be
- " able to plot out and place in your Excellency’s hands. ’ o i
4. There being a considerable quantity of snow on the ground, we could not follow the mule
trail, bull:3 kept on the right bank of the Fraser River until two or three miles below Quayome or
Boston' Bar.

- "There are onme or two.restaurants on the road, one at Spuszen, one at the top of the’hill im.

mediately above—Yale, one at Quayome, and another about 18 miles from Lytton; but we found

1t would-hidve been an extreme inconvenience to have been without a tent and without a suffcient

~ supply of provisions for the.entire route. It would. even be extremely economical to provide at Fort

i .-~ Yale the whole of the necessary stores to carry round the whole way across the portage between Lake

’ Anderson and Lake Lilloet.  Provisions we found to be at (to us) unusual prices—flour, eg,
20d. to 2s. per lb. until we arrived at Lake Lilloet.

5. The trail between Fort Yale and Quayome, by which we advanced, was at that time I should
think utterly impassable for any animal but a man a goat, or a dog. It might, doubtless, be very much
impreved. In many places a very painful and dangerous ascent and descent of 20 minutes, in the
whole course of which the traveller depends almost as much on his hands as on his feet, brings the path
to within a few yards_of the’ projecting precipice through which a few pounds of powder would have
made an easy way. But it suggested itself as extremely doubtfiil whether it would be worth while at

» prescnt to engage in any improvements on this part of the -line until the far easier Lilloet route be

« dered practicable, as it might for a considerable extent very readily be for carts. -
%&'ﬂe\:ﬂd Quayome there did not appear to be any land, except 2 few spots here
- and there_of a-wery few acres in extent, capable of: cultivation; but the soil was rich and well fitted -

~ for. roots, and at Spuzzen accordingly the Indians had considerable potato patches; but nothing like
an English farm could be established. .

7. Above Quayome the trail to Lytton presents mo serious obstacles to prevent a cart road being
made, except in two places. The country above Quayome very much changes its aspect. There are
. * almost immediately found benches of fertile land, comparatively free- from underwood, but tolerably
. , thickly wooded with large trees not more than convenient, however, for farming purposes, which in
fences, fuel, and log huts, rapidly consume timber. About half a day’s journey below Lytton a con-
siderabld enclosure of about 200 “acres is made by felled trees, a Frenchman, “whose name I did not
learn, intending to make a farm there; very many such might he:made.

, v . __* 8. There are considerable beds of slate opening on the Fraser. River, a couple of miles above
Quayome, and-these make their appearance two or three 4imes before arriving at Lytton. At the
- place where I observed rst slate bed there is alSo apparently a spring highly charged with~
carbonate of lime, but it does‘not appear to be abundant, and, as far as I could trace, appeared to

flow but from a very litt%stance above the bank. Leaves and branches of trees were thickly
“—s____ ' encrusted with a chalky or'tharly deposit, but were not hardened or petrified. There were also on

1
-—’/"

the beaches of the river, often seen' limestone boulders; but I did not observe any in sitw. , .
There was a great change in the climate after passing the Quayome River; it was much drier,
the springs less frequent, the soil sandiek, the undergrowth much less dense, and the spruce, hemlock,
- Douglas, and cedars- which we had carried all the way from the sea all disappeared by degrees, and
‘ were replaced by a pine, very similar to the Scotch fir, but with longer spines. The‘grst place
where we noticed this'tree we named Scotch fir point, s

' 9. Lytton does not appear a well chosen site for any town. It is on the higher of two_benches
parallel to each other and to the' River Fraser, the lower one bemng the narrowest, both terminatiny .
1n a very steep descent, as steep as a man can descend without using his hands, to the River Thompson,
I should think 300 or 400 feet deep. The upper plateau, on which Lytton is placed, déscends bya:
similar bank of about 100 feet high to the narrow bench, which again descends by a similar precipitous
‘ bank upon Fraser River. At the south end of the town there is a yeri' deep gully, which runs a
- considerable way into the mountains on the east of the xiver. Up this gully a road might be brought
‘ from. the Fraser; it is, I think, the easiest way; but it would probably be from 1 mile to 1} mile in
length for carts. There is only one little rill of water to supply the town; it is adequate for the few -
houses mow there, but quite insufficient for a town of any size. Mr. Nicol and myself ascended its
course "(it-is an artificial ditch bronght by miners) for about 1% mile, in order to see whether it was.
larger at its source, or diminished by percolation, as we. had been told' that at that distance it was
15 times its bulk below. We found that this was an entire misrepresentation; we fancied indeed, but
. sometimes entirely changed our opinion, that the stream above contiined sémewhat more water. We
_. " ~v... hadSromeans of gauging the rill.- It'is probably the fact that some water’is lost, which by a careful
: . \-:system.of waterproof piping might be available for the supply of the town; but at best it would be
.~ " 77 nomore than a tolerably rapid- flow in a'chanmel a foot wide and 4 or 5 inches deep, not much more -
; . than in a sluice head on a single mining claim. Waterworks might easily be constructed to any ‘extent
-. upon the Thompson River, which runs 'swiftl{, and in a very clear and abundant stream. From
‘ the nature, of the soil I do not think wells would answer; I recollect that when I was on the spot the
o soil ap‘;)eared to be more dried up than it now appears. I believe that the appearance was caused, not'
Co ‘ ' by arndity, but by severe cold. It is, however, very dry. There is on the right bank of the Fraser, .
e .+ above the Forks about three-quarters of ¢ mile, a much more eligible 'site for a town,. a plateau com-
* municating with the river at a convenient height, and again with many other plateaus of yarious sizes
and of -various heights above it, with abundant water supply in a large brook which runs strongly
behing it, and abundance of wood behind, which at Lytton appears to have been rather scanty at the
first, and now is all swept off for log houses and fires. ' Y .
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" "The only objection to this other site is, that it is a short distance above the mouth of Thompsen’s Brizmit .
River, so that travellérs ‘up'that river would have to go threc-quarters of a mile out of their way -‘Cf“a_l_mﬂu-'
to visit the town. o , - : —
" 10, "The shores of Frasers River were thinly dotted by minets ot both sides: the great mass of
" miners were forcing their way up with provisions in'boats; a very few were going up on foot; nearly
the same number wére returning-on foot, alleging the high prices of provisions in the upper country. .
. ~ .. [They were high endugh at Lytton, where we were charged three dollars a head for each meal; con- SR
“ gistinig mainly of bacon' and hearth-made bread. = = =~ - , : ' AR ,
- .- ® . . . » oo . 2 . .

»

T

1 g‘

111t w\fas ‘a greaf inconvenience to liave no access to any Eooks or plans of the. town, which °
 were all Jocked up. , There were a few contested lots, but not many, and I should think the-difficulties
. . are'not hard to settle.. o AR | @ -

.

. 12: In the view of the extreme. dearness and scarcity of fresh vegetables, I authorized one James

- Tackley to enclose and cultivate a small strip of land, about an acre, near the' river Fraser ; such

* authorization to confer no pre-émption right nor any right whatever after Christmas next, and not tobe . -
alienable except by consent of the Chief Commissioner.. I afterwards viewed and consented to cultiva- :
tion on the like terms at the following places:— ‘ o “ o

- 10-acres, 2 men (Milroy, Scotch), about 10 miles above Lytton.. , :
- ' 5 acres, near the point of junction of the Lilloet route with the Fraser to a Lower Canadian.
- 5 acres, at the upper end of Lake Anderson, to one Berger. . . L
40 acres, being 5 acres each to 8 men;, at the half-way house between Lake Anderson and Lilloet.
‘ Gourley, a Scotchman, at the head. T o ‘ K
" . 2 or 3 acres to the innkeeper,-10 miles above Port Douglas. ‘ ’ ‘
o [ vy ‘ f' . Kl. . B v ‘\-\ ’ ,«’ - )
Three' other applications, upon which Mr. Nicol will probably have reported to the Chief Commis- '~ . . |
sioner of Lands and Works, were made for larger quantities; viz., Mr. Bryant for 950 acres, near ‘
- Pemberton;. Duncan Robertson for 50 ‘acr¢s or thereabouts, near Port Douglas; and an innkeeper,
four miles above Port Douglas, for a similar quantity. &

* f .

- There was a considerable degree of anxiety manifested everywhere for the possession of l4nd; in some
' instances the mere right to take the crop was not satisfactory, in others it was acquiesced in.

. 18. ‘At Lytton considerable excitement was manifested with reference.to some ditch regulations which
were then recently promulgated, and which I had not seen until I found them placarded on Captain
Travaillot’s-office door. The miners generally alleged that the quantity of water allowed toa ditch was
too small; that in consequence of the lightness of the soil, the water in a ditch is lost by percolation:
and although calculated by the Government to be sufficient for two sluice heads and charged as for two
claims, is in fact scarcely enough for one when it reaches the spot worked ; and that lumber is so dear and
" gearce (375 dollars-per thousand,—in fact, not to be had in any quantity); that fluming is impossible.
e gold they allége to be very unmcertain in its deposit; and that small claims may sometimes be
. . worked out in & day, while others may prove extremely valuable.. They allege further that it is very
. convenient to have or to be allowed to have ditches owned by parties entirely unconnected with the,
claims, who may sell -the water in those ditches without limitation as to price or ‘quantity, They
.did not seem to object to the' limitation to sell only. to licensed miners, ‘

" 14.'As my own view, on the theory which I formed of the geological formation of the valley of the
Fraser in this direction, 13, that the whole valley and benches tOget?ler are auriferous, and would pay
under a large system of water working. I did not pay great regard to their complaints as to the un-
gertain nature of the deposits in the claims; which indeed I had from practical experience an illustration
of. Mr. Nichol and ‘myself washed about 20 pans and obtained 75 cents’ worth of gold. The next
5 pans taken from the same spot yielded 2 dollars; all in rusty,scale gold. - s

"'15. The singular feature of level benches of various breadth, consisting of vast thicknesies of alluvial
deposits, loam more or less sandy, and water-worn boulders, gravel, and rpebbles, the benches being of
various heights one-above the other, parallel in their general direction with the course of the river and’

. the mountaing, between which it runs, and gemnerally matched on either side of the river, forcibly recalls
the * parallel mountain roads,” as they are called among the Grampjans in Scotland : which are now
_generally accounted for by geologists on the theory of the whole space between the boundary hill ranges
having been originally a vast lake, and of successive elevations of the earth’s surface; a theory to which
the neighbourhood of active volcanic ranges gives much plausibility. BTN

Nl .-

X/
yoo!

According to this theory, to which Mr. Nicol and myself gave attention in considering the country,

* and which seemed to explain all the phenomena, and to acquire additional plausibility from the different
‘appearances which we remarked as we proceeded, but a.detail of which would be out of place, A+ along
the dotted line formed 4t one time the bed\Yf the lake. 'The earth’s surface was locilly raised so that
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Brmse B P stood as high above the level of the sea as A 4 ongmally stood. The sudden rush of water swept
CoLusia,: away by denudation all the' partion of the original deposit included between n» aa. A similar up.
— heaval again occurred, which caused the denudation of the space bcc.b. A third denuded 6 DD, and |
’ left the water to flow no longer in a lake, but contracted-to the limits of a river, in its present bed pp,. -
It is probable that when so %ai-ge a lake existed above the' Forks, it would arrest as in a trough, exactly =
, as is.done by the miner’s sluicing trough at the present day, ofily on a gigantic scale, all the finer par..
w. ticles of gold brought down: by the river from the mountains in the distant upper country. Tt is pro«
o~ " " buble, therefore, that at the distant geological epoch, when a long lake or a long series of lakes extended
' for many miles above the Big Canon,.as far as 1 visited the country from about Quayome to some
miles above the Fountains, a distance of 80 or 90 miles; the banks and' bed of the river below these
lakes was not auriferous, at all.events not so highly auriferous as at the' present day. But on the theory
that the sediment at the bottom of these lakes was all more or less auriferous, and that vast quantities
of the sediment in Successive portions were, upon each successive upheaval of the surface, hwTied down
'by the mighty rush of waters through the Cafions, and into ang over the smoother country below them, "
commencing at Fort Yale, we have- again an exact repetition of the process witnessed every day in
everyrocker throughout the country. An ‘enormous guanhty of “pay-dirt” was at each upheaval
_ cast into the vast sluice of the Trazer. .Thé gcale gold would be all interce{)‘tedlin the rough bedsof - .
.the river as it successively grooved out’ for itself another and another channel through the ancient bed
of the original lake, or at all events in the holes and eddies in the rocks i its passage through the
, Cafioris. - L ‘ ‘ ' '

~ This is the sieve of .the rocker, where the scale gold is, unless the rocker be unevenly worked, always
vetained. The finer partieles,—the flour or dust gold as it is called,—would be carried over the sieve by
the rush of water: on to the blanket, and would principally be retained ‘in the first part of the blanket:
‘nearest the sieve: Hill's Bar and Prince Albert’s Flat, and the district generally from Fort Yale to

Tort Hope, accordingly are all, impregnated with_flour gold more or less, and generally more so than .
the country ‘below, or far below Fort Hope. But the whole of the blanket in’d rocker is worth
searching, and 4s accordingly searched by the miner periodically ; .and we find “flour gold” accordingly
down to Langley. It is a further corroboration of this theory, that while flour gold does not amount

; " to above 15 per cent. .of the gold found at the Forks, 85 per cent..or upwards.of the gold found there

i being scale gold, I have never heard of a single scale being found at or below Fort Yale. ’

~r

'16. If this view be correct, there are therefore in the benches at and around Lytton dry diggings.

~ on the most enormous scale. The district I visited from Quayome to the Fountains is about 70 miles

long, and from one mile to five or six miles'wide;-and in many places 100, 200, and 400, n some even
1,000 feet thick. Every spadeful I believe to. be auriferous. . El’he bed of the river pays the whole .

, distance from £5 to $100 per hand per day; 512 is not unusual. It is, however, probable that the banks

Thigh above the river could not be worsed advantageously ‘without the a plication of copious washing,

But the streams from the mountains on each side are very rare, compared with what is found below the,

Quayome, and water privileges are corres%ondingly valuable. Tge're is, of course, a never-failing

. . supply in the Fraser; but many of the benches are 600, and even, I should guess, 1,000 feet above its
. present bed (by estimation), and considerable hydraulic works.would have to be undertaken, and by very

_ different ditches, and on different principles from those now in force. It would be.a question of

engineering ont a large scale. o P - B :

17. The character of the country at Eytton is preserved all the way to the Fountains, and for as far .
as the eye can reach above Fountains, some four or five miles. - The whole of the country is'tolerably well
adapted for stock. It appears rather too dry'a climate. for arable cultivation. - ‘There is abundance of
bunch grass. Water is not everywhere metwith on the benches above the river, but the Fraser is always
there. Coe : . S | : .

The soil is sometimes covered with shingles, >at other times too sandy, but in general a light
loam. The pine trees already described appear by their resinous, spiky leaves, which strew the ground

, in great abundance,. to make it much drier than it otherwise would be. These trees would soon be
v removed for firing, enclosures, and houses, and the country improve accordingly. . There is no. under-
“wood. T VAR - . S
We procured horses from the Indian chief Spindlem for carrying our blankets, &c. over this portion of
‘the route. In consequence of the dangerous mature of one part of.the trail, called the « Slide,” a few
miles above’ Foster’s Bar, 18 miles from Fountains, the mule trail quits the Fraser at Foster’s Bar, and
ascends a small stream to an elevated plateau, descending by a beautiful valley to the plateaus above the,
- Fountains. W ; ' . R ' R ' .
. On the top of the pass we found (7th April) three lakes all frozen. ‘Mr. Nicol and- myself got ~
upon one, and found. the ice about 4} inches thick. This pleateau, however, wherever the snow was
cleared away, showed an uncommonly rich vegetation in grass, equal almost to that on the Pitt Meadows
—a fine rich black mould—and uncommon advantages (save for its great cold) for dairy farming. .It
appeared as if an unbounded number of cattle might be maintained in this valley, or rather double
* valley and pass, the lower parts of which seenied well adapted for the plough. | : e
"The pass, whickt we estimated at about 164 miles long from Foster’s-Bar, opens on the two vast levél -
plains, on the lower of which Fountains is situated. . : AR < e
These each of them contain apparently 1,000 to 1,500 acres, with scarcely a tree ordeviation from
level, covered only with bunch grass, and terminated on all sides, except towards the motntains, by
precipitous descents towards the river, each of which- we con%éctured to be not less than 500 feet, so
that the upper plateau might be 1,000 feet above the level of the river. SR ‘ Co

From hence Fraser’s river is seen coming' down in a succession of beds in a narrow bed, edged with -
higﬁl narrow benches from the north-west, closely confined by lofty mountains, from 4,000 to 7,000 feet
high, o L .. o - -
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18, On the southern part of ‘the,lower plateau are a few houses, stores, and tents. . o

‘This'is-the Fountains, . We had fresh meat here, the first since leaving Fort Yale. We found that
Captain Travaillot, who bad pr'omxsed to meet us here,’had left on thg previous day, leaving word that
he would wait for us at the point where the Lilloet trail falls on the Fraser River. "There werenotifi-
‘cations of* the new ditch orders; and that one Mr. Kelley, who kept store there, was appointed
to' Teceive payment of mining licences and other Government monies. The price of provisions
was higher, if aftything, here than at Lytton., The place seemed very dull.  ‘There were a fow mirers
passing u :and down. Some settlers'seemed disposed to build, but the majority of those persons { saw

‘wore an idle look; the bulk of the miners pass along the river far below, and, being supplied with

their own }.Sro.visious,'they do not climb the high steep bauk, at the ‘top of which there is nothing to

/
Britise | -
Cotrunix, °

———

reward thejr pains, for the stores are of the 'commionest sort, and there are no drinkable liquors, nor, so .

faras I could see, any facilities for gambling. . The spot. is probably the best in the .immediate

" neighbourhood for a town.

19. We left the Fountains the same afternoon for the place called Lilloet in this neighbuurhood,
i. e, the spot where the: Lilloet route falls on the Fraser; and which I shall designate by the name

Cayoosh. The rivet which drains the” lakes Anderson and Seton, ' and . falls into the Fraser at this. =

‘point, is called * Nkoomptch Falls.” But two miles above the Fraser it receives a considerable a0ees-

gion in the Cayoosh brook, which, being easier pronounced, is ~prefer51blg, and is used in the locality
among the whites to designate the Nkoomtch proper. * The trail, which is in general on a bench, with
interruptions in some places, but which might easi y be made into a good waggon road, passes in front of
the mouth of the Seclatqua or Bridge River, at two miles; and, at fourmiles below Fountains, crosses by

. the ferry recently granted by Captain Travaillot to Aimable Bonnet and Calmel.. The tolls are

perhaps not too high for the present rates of wages and provisions. The right is only granted for a
year; and at'the end of that time, or of a second year, they might probably be revised. . “The ferrymen,
were about to establish immediately a beat for foot passengers opposite. Cayoosh, as it was found that
many people crossed there; 1 saw a good deal of ~thgm during several days; they seem civil and well-

.conducted men.

© 90, Cayoosh is decidedly the mest favourable position for a town that I have seen above Fort Hope,

' apart from its important position .at the gorge of the Lilloct route. It is on the right bank 6f the

River I'raser, at some distance from the river, and at a considerable height above it. The level benches
on each side of the river, and which are all perfectly free from underwood, extend from above Fountains
to a considerable distance below Cayoosh on the left bank, and terminate a little below the Jjunction on
the right bank of the Fraser, a distance of at least 11 or 12 miles in length, and of a breadth in the

* whole'varying from one to four miles. There are probably some 20 or 30 square miles of land ready for

immediate occupation, the whole of which isfit for some description of farming, and about half of it
admirably adapted for any description, either sheep, cattle, or the plough. In some Pplaces it is wo
sandy, in others too strong for the plough, but in these places there is .an abundance of bunch grass,
well adapted for stock of any.sort. The soil is uniformly a red loam, in some places of excecding
richness and friability, degenerating in some parts into sand, in others covered thic y with large water-

* worn pebbles. ‘

I bave already pointedvout to your, Excellency a sketeh of the particular plateau on Sllvhich we, M
Nicol and myself, thought a town could with most advantage be placed. It is on the right bank of

" the Fraser, immediately above its confluence with the Cayoosh. © -~ ‘

3

* 21. Two chiefs, said to be of extensive authority, paid me a visit ‘while " at ‘Cayb‘oéh‘ They com-
plained of the conduct of the citizens of the United States -in preventing them from minmg, ‘ih

.destroying and carrying away their root crops without compensation, and in laying wholly upon
~ the Indians many depredations on cattle and horses which these Indians informed me were-In part

at least committed by “ Boston men.” On thie other hand many cases of -cattle stealing were alleged

by the whites of all nations against the Indians, and stealing indeed of anything which could hy

possibility be eaten. For even the cattle which Indians stole they did ot attempt to sell or make
use of otherwise than as food; and it was admitted on all hands that m:
died of absolute starvation during the winter.  The Indians said that thé salmon had failed them. now
for three years: together.- The whites alleged, 'what is obvious to ev. body, that the Indians are
extremely averse to work except under the pressure of ‘immediate hun®er; and that they are so

* improvident as rarely,to look beyond the wants of the day, and never to consider theswants of a

winter beforehand. If-I may venture an opinion, I should think that this is much more true of the

savages who have never been brought. into contact with ‘civilization, than-with those who have: had .
‘even a little acquaintance with the whites. -We found almost everywhere Indians willing to labour

hard for wages, and bargaining acutely for wages, and Jperfectly acquainted . with gold dust and
the minute weights for ‘measuring one and. .two dollars with. These circumstances are inconsistont
with an -utter heedlessness for next day’s provisions; for in all cases we had to find these

- Indians in" provisions as well-as wages. And the amotnt of wages for the most abject drudgery to

which human labour can be }})lut (viz.) carrying burthens, being Ss. per day and provisions pret