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SEIJMON.
" Wnlk about Zion, and go round ubuut her ; toll the towers thereof.

Mark well her bulwiirks, con-sider her pnlancs, that yo iniiy tell it to the gene-

rations following. For this tiod is our Ood for ever and ever." Psalm,
XLVII, V. 12. i:<, 14.

Pcotclinien and sons of Seotclinion.—Monibrrs of St. Andrew's

Soricty.

By the kind providoncc of'tJod wo arc once more pcrniittod to

as.scinbK' in the house of prayer, to think of the lovini: kimhiess of

(lod in the midst of hi.s holy temple; to presiiit at the throne of

srraee our humhle expres-^ions (tf jrratitude, for the many mercies wc

have received ; to acknowledire, with devout reverence, tluit gracious

Beinj: to be our (lod an<l the p;ivcr of all our l)les.>*ings—civil and

sacred—who was known and acknowledj^etl by our fathers to be

their (fod and (iuide unto death.

When last \ IkuI tlu' privilege of addressing you on our anni-

versary day—accommodating the language of the text to our nation-

al peculiarities—we proposed to survey the towers, the bulwarks,

and palaces of our Fatherlan<l ; or. in other words, to consider the

intellectual might ; the moralluibits and religious sentiments of the

Scottish jH'oplc. If, iu illustration, we lingered on these topics with

something of nntional pride—surely pardonable on such a day as

this—our object in doing so, was not to inflate your minds with

v.mity, but to inspire you with the noble ambition, to reflect on your

jtersonal conduct and character the virtues that constitute the glory

of Scotland, 80 that ''ye may tell it to the generations following;"

that individually you may present to posterity such a jticture of true

greatness, security and beauty, as will fire their .'Spirits with the

noble resolution of following in th<> stej>s of their illustrious fore-

lathers.

To this part of our subject wc shall now address ourselves,

—

ami. hen' let me remark, that this duty divides itself into two great

branches, both of which demand consideration:

First -That you may tell to posterity by what means these

noble structures have been raised.

.A
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Sccoud—How they have been, and still may be prcHerved.

The primary, and by far the most influential of the means em-

ployed in raising the (spiritual dcl'ences of our Fatherland, was the

BinLE
; and a pystem of domestic and public instruction, founded on

liTc access to the *' word of (Jod ;
" or, in other words, the " Church

in the House, " and ihc '• Church in the Laud."

FIRST—THE CHURCH IN THE HOUSE.

Scotland—we repeat it—has lonj^ been distinguished among the

iijitioiis of the earth. But for what has she been distinguished?

In wV.at does htr glory consist? Chiefly in this—That she has pub-

licly, distinctly, and decidedly acknowledged and honoured God,

as the supreme lluler of the Universe; and through his written word

sought liis protection and guidance. The Bible is the spring of all

her blessings—the charter of her people's rights—the foundation of

her privileges—from it flows forth their social happiness—upon it

rest their future hopes. Its truths, incorporated with their thoughts

aiul I'eelings, fostered their moral energy, and guided their enterprise.

No business of importance was undertaken without consulting the

oracles of God. No journey was commenced until "over its sacred

pages kneeling,'' the countenance and protection of Heaven were

invoked. Its truths cheered their toils and hallowed their joys.

Before the outspread Bible—as from a lioly altar—ascended the

morning and evening sacrifice of prayer and of praise. The Bible

was the literature of Scotland. There was none of that ephemeral

literature then, which now, pandering to vulgar and ignoble tastes

—

as it often does—exerts such a baleful influence on the mind. There

was little literature of any sort, except a few standard works of

practical theology : the sweet pastoral song that cheered the toils of

her hardy sons ; and the fireside tales that banished tedium from the

long winter nights. But God, and God's word, were the spring of all

their thoughts and reflections. The Sabbath readings and Sabbath

ministrations were the subjects of meditation for the whole week.

The ploughman on the lea, and the shepherd on the hill, pondered

the truths of God's word, and tested the doctrines founded on them,

with profound and reverential awe. The mind, however narrowed and

confined in respect to the world's frivolities, was expanded and en-

larged in divine things. Hence the lofty piety, the deep reflection,

the Bt€rn integrity and cautious thoughtfulncss of the Scottish mind.



Hence, too, the warm and generous flow of the domestic sympathieH.

Let us for a moment, '^ consider the days of old, the years of

« ancient times." Let us go back and try to catch a glimpse of the

venerable forms of our fathers, as they appear through the receding

.vista ofyears, in that solemn grandeur, which invests beings ofsuperior

nature. I bid you look to the days ofold ; for, although much ofthat

fine spirit of simple piety, which distinguished our ancestors, remains

btill in the land, much of it is gone with the disuse ofthe Bible ; for, alas

!

the Bible is neglected by many, and its wisdom contemned by not a few.

Let us try to catch a glimpse of their social habits, when " God's law

was in their hearts," and was the law of their lives. Here, I doubt

not, but many illustrative scenes and incidents will occur to your

minds ; but let us select one picture, delineated by Scotia's favourite

bard, which, for its truthfulness must be recognized and acknowledged

by you all. Every line, every touch, brings forcibly out isome interest-

ing feature of Scotch domestic life in its simple beauty. But I refer

particularly to that part, where " the priest like father read.s the

sacred page."

" The ohecrfu' euppcr done wi' serious fiico

They round the inglo form a circle wide
;

The sire turns o'er with patriarchal grace
The big ha' Bible, once nig father's pride

;

His bonnet reverently is laid aside
;

His lyart haffota wearing thin and bare

;

Those strains that sweet in Zion once did glide,

Ho wales a portion wi' judicious care,

And "Lot us worship God" he says wi' solemn air.

They chaunt their artless notes in simple guise

They tune their hearts, by far the noblu.Ht aim
;

Perhaps "Dundee's" wild warbling measuros rifc.

Or plaintive " Martyrs" worthy of the name
;

Or noble "Elgin" boots the heavenward flninc—
The sweetest far of Scotia's holy lays.

Compared with these Italian trills arc tamo
;

The tickl'd ear no heartfelt raptures raise

;

Nao unison hae they with our Creator's pniisc

The priest-liko father rends the sncrcil i>ag<>*******
Then kneeling down to Heaven's Eterniil King
The saint, the father, and the hualxind priiys.

Compared with this how poor Relij^inn's pri'Ii'

In all the pomp of method and of art.

When men display to Congregations wide
Devotion's every grace except the heart 1

The Power incensed, the pageant will deserts,

But haply in some cottage far apart,

May hoar well pleased the language of the soul,

And in the Book of Life the inmates poor enroll."
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0! enn w»', without inoltings of lujirt, recall tlios«' hallowt'd

wcnoH, where the son<j;.s (tf Zioii. Hweet iind cK-nr. luinjiled with the

sdl't whi.Hperin^'s ol" tho eveiiinir'M liroeze? ('an w*-, without the (h-epcHt

emotions, summon helore our imajrinations the v<'nt'rate(l and much
loved Inrms of those we wore wont to meet at the domcHtic altar,

when fervent devotion hallowed «!very thinjr around ? Can wc think,

without th(^ hii;hest moral lienefit. and having a parent's* lensons re-

eii^'raven on our hearts, of the Subhath evenings, when the iamily

circled rotuul the '• blazing injj;lo,
" each one in turn repeating what

he remembered of the H(!rmon preached that day, within " the IIou.sj>

ofCiod."' When in alternate verHC, they read aportionof" tho Book

oC Life." and in rotation were examined from that excellent summary

olTaith and morals, the •NVestminstor Assembly's Shorter Catechism."

An exercise, in which, perhaj)s, more than any other within the circle

of parental duty, the fathers affection, assuminj; the sterner aspect

of ma<;isterial discipline, betrayed his earnest solicitude for his child's

j)ro,<rress in religions knowlodj^e. and fjfrowth in grace. Can we bring

to remembrance the time when father and mother, sister and brother,

still an unscattered family, sent up from their peaceful dwelling place,

the a.spirations of prai.so to Father, Son and Holy-Ghost, without our

lips being touched, ''as with a live coal from ofi'the Altar ;" without

being eoiistrained to act as our fathers acted, and, in the reiteration

of their holy example, to tell to posterity practically and persuasively,

on what foundations the glory ofour native country rests; to tell how

lu-r true defences have been raised, and how they may be preaerved,

80 that, wherever her virtuous sons may in the course ofprovidence, be

jilaced, the same God, the same religious ordinances, the same civil

privileges, the same social happiness and peace shallbc the lot of their

inh<'ritance forever and ever.

The advantages that result from the ''Church in the House,"

are not confined to tlu; individual members of the household. No doubt,

they most largely participate in the blessings it dispen.ses. Like

the dews of heaven falling ii; peaceful silence on the tender herb, the

exercises of domestic worship .shed a heavenly influence on them

collectively. Their affections catch a deeper, holier tone, from the

exalted object of their worship. The most important truths are pre-

sented to their minds in the most impressive forms, and are associated

with the loftiest feelings of the heart. A tenderer love binds them in
1(



holy unity, binds the things on earth with the things in hearsn, and

imparts an earnest of that unspeakable happiness which fluws f rnni the

brotherhood of saints in heaven.

Nor is this all. Experience demonstrates that family religion

has not only a salutary influence on the formation of character, but

is also one of the best safeguards of our privileges ; one of the strong-

est barriers that can be erected against the encroachments of vice.

Often in the hour of temptation the recollection of early scenes in

life has been the means of keeping the tried from sinning iigain.'^t

God. Often, when lost to every feeling of shame, and deaf to every

remonstrance, such recollections have awakened in the heart of the

profligate youth feelings of compunction and sorrow, not the '• sorrow

that worketh death," but that which leads to life and peace. Often,

when exposed to the withering influences of a selfish, wicked world,

and far removed from a parent's watchful cjirc, has the beuotit of pa-

rental godliness been felt by the child with reviving influence. Even

long after father and mother have been committed to the grave, their

instructions, their prayers, their examples have been called to mind

with a tenderness that has overpowered every other feeling, and wmc-

tified every deed. Although dead, they continued to speak to thi;

heart in the same accents of love that soothed the mind and eharnu'd

the earlier years of life. When the erring child has thought on the

days when he kneeled down with his parents before the Throne of

Grace, ere his heart was engrossed with the cares, and made callous

by the vioes of the world, and at the same time reflected on his views

and actions; Oh, how unlike what they once were! a-shanied of

his conduct he has returned unto God, and joined himself unto the

Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.

the

pre-

ited

SECOND—THE CHURCH IN TUB LAND

has been an instrument no less eficctivc in raising and preserving the

intellectual, the moral and spiritual defences of our native hmd.

By the "Church in the Land," we mean the whole body oflJcllev-

ers who profess the true religion revealed in the word of God. No

one can doubt that the body of men constituting the visible Chureh

has a powerful moral influence on the world at large—more espeeiaii)

when the greater number of them are associated in Christian fel-

lowship. In ihia respect we have much reason to thank God that
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our nation has been peculiarly favoured. Although, all do not hold

the same views on every point of ecclesiastical polity, yet there has

been a general agreement on all the great questions of Christian

" doctrine and discipline," that has been peculii'.rly favourable to the

development of the Scottish veligious character. With few exceptions,

all are agreed on fundamental truths. Their differences have respect

to minor points not essential to salvation ; although in our opinion

many of them are of vast importance to the social happiness of the

people, and the advancement of the Redeemer's Kingdom in the world.

But while we regard the general harmony that prevails in Scotland

in respect to the great doctrines of the Gospel, and mode of wor.ship,

as peculiarly favourable to the peace and prosperity of the communi-

ty, we mean especially and particularly by the Church in the Land,

those ecclesiastical institutions "established by law," because, "be-

ing founded on the word of God, and agreeable thereto," which, with

a perfectly free spirit of toleration, have brought the truths of God's

word to bear upon the sentiments and actions of the community in a

most cifective way, and done more than anything else as an instru-

ment in God's hands, to cherish that noble and elevated spirit of

pioty, which has distinguished the nation—a piety, which, without

such a stable fostering element would never have existed, and we fear,

would not be long maintained.

Brethren ! we make no vain boast when we affirm that the Fathers

of the Reformation were ei»:rgetic God-fearing men, and in God's

hands were chosen instruments for working out the civil ayd religious

liberties of the nation. There was nothing to which these great men

devoted themselves, with such calm, persevering earnestness, as to

secure to themselves and posterity the invaluable blessing of a church,

intertwined with the very frame work of the civil constitution, and

bound—solemnly and legally bound—to have tin; pure doctrines of

God's word preached in simplicity and truth to the pcoi)lo-that benefits

so precious as the stated dispensation of word and ordinances, of

spiritual comfort and consolation, and the "godly upbringing of child-

ren"—benefits which concern the whole nation—should not depend

on the capricious fluctuations of popular favour, or be repressed or

corrupted by a dominant power, whether that power be wielded by

the Monarch, or the mob-driven Demagogue. They determined that

the Church in the Land should be the church of the nation ; that while

I



it should be left free and unfettered in the exercise of its spiritual

functions, it should be incorporated with the state in insoparablo

union. To attain this grand object, they wore content tobesj)oiled of

their earthly possessions; and even to peril life it&elf They kept

God's glory constantly in view, and lie blisscd them, and prospered

their efforts. The fruits of their daring and deeds are abiindantlv

evidenced in the land. In the many precious blessings, civil and

sacred, dispensed through the National Church, it is made plaiidy

to appear that God is in the midst of them—their God and King

—

and as he has blessed thein in times past, so will he bless them

still.

In reviewing the benefits that have been derived from the Nation-

al Church, we .should consider its operation and efticiency as an in-

strument for the moral and spiritual elevation of mankind, as develop-

ed in that admirably devised and faithfully execnte<l agency, usu-

ally denominated the " parochial system,' comprising

—

First; The

legal recognition of the Sabbath, not only as a Divine, but as a

National Institution, and, essentially connected with it, the public

worsliip of God. Second: The Kldership. or the religious superin-

tendeuce of the community, and the management and su))))(jvt of the

poor; and Third:—The Parish Schools, blending religious and .secu-

lar instruction in a way that is consistent with the great .spirit of tol-

eration, and the widest extension of a good general education. In

illustration of these topics we must confine our remarks far within

the limits that their vast importanee demands.

Brethren—It is a benefit which wi' cannot sntlieiently appreciate.

that the Sabbath of tlie Lord i-i strictly guarded IVom profanation Ity

positive statutes, and that " Christian ])cople " can worship the Lord

their God, according to their consciences. no!i<> daring to make them

afraid. If t'le principles of religious libi'rty have not always been

so well understood as they are now, and days of darkness have arisen

out of an overstrained interpretation of the law. yet the law is holy,

and the commandment holy, just, anti good, It' the Kingdom of

Christ is not of this world, yet it is for this world, for man as a social

as well as a sinful creature. Though it refnses to mingle with its

material elements, and has.no connection with its shifting politics and

ignoble pursuits, yet its grand design is to humanise, and elevate

man's conditiou and consecrate them to the glory of God.

r:



Wliilc Cliilstitiiiity, as a re<rencratinsi element, claims admission

into the (joveniment of every State, and will battle its way, not " in

j^arments rolled in blood," but witli its silent purifying influences,

until " the kin<rdonjs oi' this world become the kingdoms of Christ;"

at the same time we cannot sufliciently admire the wisdom displayed

by the iramers of our civil constitution, that along with the appoint,

nicnt of the Sabbath as a day of rest, they made due provision for

having the truths of the gosj»el borne home to the hearts and con-

sciences of every man. We cannot be too thankful I'or the blessed

privilege of having the gospel faithi'ully and statedly preached to us.

There is something in this appointment truly national—something

divinely beneficent. J^ct us overlook for ihe present, the meaner con-

siderations of a "Church and State " paction for mutual civil bene-

fit. Let us look at it in the holier aspect of a grand scheme lor the

spiritual enlightenment and moral improvement of the nation. What

soheme presents itseli'as more efficient for that purpose, than that a

body of men, vigorously tested, by a high standard <»f religious,

moral, and intelhetual (jualifications. should be set apart to preach

the gospel to the high and the low ; to the rich and the poor ; with-

out money and without price. That while th"y derived their com-

mission from a higher source than the highest earthly authority, and

united Jis one body by their common faith ; their common sympathies

and common objects of pursuit
;

ytt, to give full eftect to their la-

bours of love, by the law of tiie land, each should have assigned to

him a distinct field for his ministrations, and it should be his duty

to go into each and all within the assigned limits, and say unto them,

"I am sent with a free gospel unto you; [ ask not your silver nor

your gold, I only ask you freely to receive it. If you desire to partake

of its ordinances according to the simple, scriptural forms prescribed

by the Church, and arc morally fit to receive them, I am comniis-

sioDed to dispense them to you. I invite you, with all your brethren

in the parish, who hold the same faith, to come, 8i;bbath after Sab-

bath, as one family in Christ, to the House of God, there to ' worship

Him in the beauty of holiness; there to hear what great things Christ

has done for you ; there to offer up your prayers, and through the

renewing influences of the Holy Spirit to be built up a spiritual tem-

ple unto God. ' Moreover, I am sent to watch over your spiritual

interests; to rebuke you for your sins ; to counsel and encourage you
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tem-

itual

you

itj the discharjiL' of your duties, aud, it' you aecopt of luy niiiiistratioiis

to aid you to tlu; utmost of my j)owor ; if you are in sorrow aud dis-

tress, aud need comfort. 1 am ready to minister to you the consola-

tions of the Gospel of peace ; if laid on a bed of sickness or of death,

and you lonp,' for Christian Communion, and in i'ellowship to })reHent

your prayers at the throne of grace in tiie name of the Jjord Jesus

Christ, send for me, let it he by night or by day. I am bound if in health,

to attend on you; I am Christ's servant, and I am your servant feu-

Christ's sake. Hi,' has sent me with his (lospel to preach it and apply its

consolations as he has given u\\ ability. 1 stand in his stead, aud in his

name I offer to vour faith all its unsi)eakable blessinirs. t constrain not

your conscience ; I dictatt; not your faitli ;
• 1 speak unto you a.s wise

men. judge ye what I say/ Clirist has <x\\\'.n mc my commis.«ion. lie has

commanded me to discharge the functions of my office, -whetheryou

will hear or whether you will forbear." In His kind ]>rovidence.

through the liberality of the State, I am raised above the influence

of your flattery or your frowns.—Placed in a position where I am

neither tempted to preach to you smootli things, nor by ecclesiastical

anathemas to work upon your fears, my business is by the force of

truth to build you in fellowship with (Christ, and with each other.

' having the same love, being of one accord and one mind.

N(n- arc the silent influences of Sabbath convocations the least

powerful, in the system of means employed to elevate the national

character As.sembled to wiu'ship (J(jil, manifested in Christ .Jesus;

as inflnitely merciful, compassicmate and good. l)y sympathy, the rcili-

li'ious fcelini'sof thecon<>rciiations are awakened intoiutenser exercise,

aud their social affections enlarged. I'rofoundly impressed with tlu'

Majesty of that unseen Being, into whose dread presence they have

come—they are filled with reverential awe,—every sinful passion is

husiied. Every earthly I'eeling is laid aside, all seliishness is swal-

lowed up in the intenser emotions of brotln^rly love. United by a

common faith, they look on each other as children of the same Fa-

ther, and heirs of the same heavi ly inheritance. The ennoblini!'

effects of social worship are hcigbteninl in tin; Iiural Parishes, espe-

cially where the iidiabitants are of one religious j)ersuasion, and their

minds are not ruflled with the emulations and jealousies of sectarian

strife. Assembling in the " Auld Kirk Yard. '

a ft;w minutes before

the hour of worship,—as they were often wont to do— to recall to
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mind the incidents of loving intercourse, and the forms and faces of

those who had more recently passed from among them into the shades

of death ; after holding momentary communion with the dead, they

would turn to the living ; and amidst the gowan decked, grassy hil-

locks, which modestly marked where the ashes of their kindred for

many generations reposed ; with kindly greeting—expressed with a

solemnity and earnestness becoming the scene—they cemented the

bonds that united them as Christians and friends, and joined them

to every other member of the same spiritual family whether in earth

or heaven.

Can we doubt the ennobling influences of such scenes and asso-

ciations? Would it be wise or prudent, rudely to disturb with

Bchismatic strife, a unity cherished by such sympathies and hallowed

by such holy associations? Would it be Christian, "doting about

(juestions and strife of words, whereof cometh perverse disputings,
"

to set in hostile array those, whom God sent his Son if to the world

to bind in love—especially if his own blessed word be left free and

unfettered to exert its sanctifying power on the consciences and con-

duct of men ? Christianity is a religion of love and concord. Its

practical bearings tend to bring all the families of the earth into one,

in Christ. This is the special work of the Church. Let it be ours

to hasten forward this glorious consummation, by edifying one

another in love, and establishing in our social intercourse, the pure

moralities of Christianity, on which the peace and prosperity of the

nation rests.

A second element in the Parochial system, that has a great moral

influence on the community, is the Eldership. We will not now advert

to those functions of the office, that are purely ecclesiastical, but con-

fine our remarks to that department which relates to the inspection

of the morals of the Parishioners, and the ministrations of the Church

to the temporal wants of the poor.

An agency more scriptural, more in harmony with the Catholic

spirit of Christianity, could not be instituted than a well appointed

Eldership. Selected from every rank and condition of society, the

distinctions of life laid aside,—and the highest nobles in the land

proud to take their stations by the side of the poorest peasants, to

discharge in common brotherhood duties which have in view the

glory of God, and the spiritual welfare of His people, it has a direct

^a
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tendency to bind the uieuiborjs of each individual Church in one body,

and make them feel that Catholicity which their principles impart to

every other Church throughout the world that loves the Lord Jesus

Christ in sincerity and truth.

An order of men so composed—men of irreproachable morals—
the rougher edges of their peculiar habits of thinking and acting rubbed

down and smoothed by their frequent conferences, and the freeexpres-

fiion oftheir respective views—and, who, in virtue of their sacred office,

are invested with authority to supervise the morals of the Parish, and

minister to the wants of the poor, cannot fail to have a powerful influence

in restraining the vices and promoting the peace and happiness of the

people. They, in fact, form an effective body of " Moral Police,"

and, keeping a constant "watch lor their souls," they gain auiuaight

into the character and behaviour ofeach individual, that enables them

to administer censure without bitterness, and commendation without

fostering conceit.

An institution of this sort, were it a mere voluntary nssociation,

unsanctioned by law, and whose ccn.^ori;! iM)Wor.'^, (U']);'iid:J wholly

on tolerance, would be an impracticable absurdity. But as office-

bearers in the house of God, sustained in the exercise ofauthority, by

the laws of the land, tlieir prerogatives, prudently, temperately and

faithfully exercised, are attended with an amount of good that is in-

calculable.

But it is in the civic economy of the rural churches that the

utility of the Eldership is the best tested, and, generally speaking,

has been found to be most efficient in cultivating the social virtues

and fostering that noble spirit of independence, which distinguishes

all classes, and makes even the poorest spurn the boon of charity, so

long as Providence gives hnalth and strength to win by patient industry

and toil, an honest livelihood for themselves ; or, if poverty should c(uiie

with old age and sickness, makes them feel that it is not the alms of

charity they receive, but the "promised bread and sure water" ]»ro-

vided by the Great Father of all, sent to them by the hands of his

own servants.

When wc look to the condition of the poor in other kingdoms,

where they are left to starve and die, or gathered into communities

and fostered into idleness by an aimless charity,—or where a com-

plicated and expensive machinery s(iuanders, with indiscriminate and
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often wasteful prodiiiality, lar^c revenues extorted from the pockets of

grumbling owners of the ^oilj and bestowed on idle stout-bodied

paupers. A system that has inscribed on its front in clear legible

characters:

—

To stifle tlio generous syuipathies and benevolent

feelings of the rich

:

To extinguish the grateful sentiments of the poor;

To discourage industry and enterprise
;

To cherish indolence and vice
;

This reeeptach' lor idleness was iTcclcd.

When from such si)ectaeles we turn our eyes to the gratuitous

labour of the ISIinisters and Elders of the j»arisl',es of Scotland, backed

by the generous exertions of the landowner'-, and consider the minute

inquiries into the real wants and coi>;lition of the poor, and thejudi-

cioViR application of relief, according to thencc('ssiticsof;ach individ-

ual b case, we sei! in operation a schenu- at oneef^criptuial, econonjical

and efficii'iit. We see a moral power at work, sanctioned by Divii'C

autlun-ifv, anil animateil by the v.nrm eharitiesoftlu' Oosrel, cl'.erish-

ing the best I'eelings oi' the heart, both among the rich and the pour,

making the one compassionate, generous and kind, tlu^ other nobly

iiulependent, respectful and thankful. When we think on these things

and contrast the condition and independent spirit of the poor of our

own country with the saucy insolence, or crying importunity of the

beggars of other lands, we may well be proud ofour Church economics,

and fervently pray that it may please tlie (.Jreat Di.sposer of events to

avert fnnn <»ur nativi land, the blighting influences of a secular

poor law.

I -nhappily we must look back to the days that are gone for the

true type of Parochial economies, for from the rapid increase and

fluctuating nature of the poi)ulation. and IVerjuent stagnation of trade,

the poor law of necessity has of late been modified, and it is to be feared

not without the usual deteriorating etfeets on the dispositions of the

]»oor, and the social relations of the commmiity. It is long, however,

before a national characteristic can be changed, and it is gratifying

to the officebearers of your Society to fin I that, while a few would

sorn on their bounty, there are many who with <lifriculty can bo

prevailed upon to receive their kindly aid.
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The Parish School is another institution that has bctn sinj^uhirly

blessed in elevating the characters of Scotchmen, and fitting them to

fill with honour and success, offices of the highest trust, and import-

ance in every part of the world.

Brethren I have detained you long, too long, not to have imposed

on your patience, but I make no ajiology for detaining you a little

longer, for I hold you by an irresistible charm, have you spell-bound

by the very utterance of the words -'Parish Schools of Scotland." 1

speak now to your sense of gratitude and virtuous pride, as well as oi'

tejider remembrances. The mere enunciation of the name is replete

with beautiful scenes, with stirring incidents and impassioned feed-

ings. It brings us back to the days of '' Auld Lang Syne,' to that

most joyous period of our lives— our School boy days when we lux-

uriated itt pleasures which we can ne'er etijoy again, and met \\ith

friends we may ne'er see again. It carries us back farther still,

—

to days when our fathers strugijled for the liberty which Scotchmen

enjoy, and know how to appreciate—when the fathers (»f our ('hurch

struggled, and struggled perseveringly. to wrench from the liands ol'

rapacious spoilers a ])ortion of the Church s |)atriiiiony ! For wii.-it

purpose? To feed an:l clothe their own wasted and worn bodies

;

for their generous and patriotic aims had reduced them to the utmost

indigence ? No Brethren ! but to be(jueath to posterity the Parish

schools! to give a sound, wholesome education to the children of the

poorest in the land at an easy price. These generous and ])atriotic

spirits, cared for "the godly upbringing of children'' before they cared

for their own secular wants. These schools are not mere append-

ages to the Church. They are an essential part and portion of the

ecclesiastical establishment of the land. Originating in the fore-

thought of the Church—they have been endowed chiefly from her

patrimony—have been watched ovci- by her office-bearers with pati'r-

nal affiiction, and are still under her sujurvisiou and guardian care.

Yes, Brethren! The Parish Schools of Scotland are associated with

a crowd of the tenderest and most endearing associations, with our

earliest and happiest days, our homes and our parents, the scenes,

the friends, and joys of youth, and with the most interesting period

of our nation's history. But they are not only associated with the

past—they are identified with all that is great and good in tlu' pre-

sent condition of Scotchmen. To these seminaries thev nwe directlv
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many of th».! iu»ljlt' and Iu^Ikt (jiuiliruv that (li.stin,i:ui>li thcui,—and

iiidin'ctly the whole toil'-.' of tlu'ir char.tctcr. Thoir roli,t:;ious nenti-

iJK'iit, thtir h(!arty loyalty, their j^oiieral Inroriiiation an«l intelligence,

their industry and ^renins, their leal liearts, and iri^nerous hands, are

all mure or less ctainected with the early traininjr oi' tiie Par* h

Heliool.

I am haiii»y to say that tliis noble Institution lias hitherto re-

sisted the current of innovation, which has set in so strongly in

modern times—that wild and reckless spirit of change, that would

overturn all (»ld things, simply because they are old—that envious

spirit of sectarianism, that would remove every thing that stands in

the way of its selfish aims. There has existed in every age, a class

of restless agitators, who, in their own estimation, are wiser than their

Fathers, and see nothing right, but the creations of their own brain,

or what tends to advance their own schemes. That class is numerous

at present, and on pn fnce of setting the Parish schools on a broader

: nd uu)Yi' liberal i'oundation, they would wrest them from the inspection

and superintendence of the Church. Kilher the i:ood iei.se, or grate-

ful feelings of the people, generally, have prevented the sacrilegious

innovations of these would bi' reformers, and fortunately, they can find

no fault of sufficient m:iL:iiitude. to L^ive even the colour of an excuse

for revolutionary movement. For while the experience ofnearly three

hundred years has tested the value of these schools, without fear of

contradiction, we afiirni they are in a state of as great, if not greater

efficiency, than they have ever been. We do not mean, that throughout

the length ;ind breadth of the land, they are raised to as high a degree

of proficiency, as they can l>e carried. (Ireat improvements have recently

been made, not only in tlie mode ofcommunicating elementary know-

ledge, but in vast additions to thestockofknowledi^e to be communi-

cated. Tn these improvements the Scotti.^h educational system has

shared. They may not luive yet reached the more remote Parishes,

yet gradually, and at a proper time they will win their way, till the

most distant fibre shall foci the iiuspiring influence. Tt is the business

of general education to keep pace with the march of improvement,

not to precede it. It would serve little purpose to initiate the distant

Highlander in his misty glens and among his cloud capped mountains,

in the abstruse sciences. lie litis got — through the Parish School—
knowledge which he pr-jjes far aliove that - the knowledge of the Son
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of God " whom to know is eternal life." The rest will coiiio when

ho is ripe for it. Wherever there is u'cnius it will hurst forth like

the sun-beum and meet with dueencourajrenjeut in thePari.shSehool.

While some of them may do no more than impart the simplest

elements of a good education, there arc otliers that, in, point of effiei-

ency, Jis Well as the variety of the branches taught, arenot inferior tt»

the highest Educational Institutes of other lands; while all of them

give that education that is litted to preparer Scotchmen for filling every

office—for what office do they not fill—with credit to themselves and

honour to their country. From straw thntched cottages, statesmen,

historians, poets, philosophers, painters and warriors have gone forth,

who have had their habits of thought and action formed within these

schools, to dazzle the world with their genius, and command admiration

by their nicely balanced intellect. A distinguishing chnrnetoristic ol'

these Schools is the happily blended and balanced elements ofeducation.

The religious, the moral, the intellectual I'aculties arc all duly de-

veloped, none of them cultivated at the expense of the others. From

other schools^ more profound scholars may have gone forth, but no-

where has tl'.o mass of population gone forth, with that amount of in-

formation, and that sagacity, to work up, by self tuition, that informa

tion for the real practical business of life. These schools arc peculiarly

the schools of the people. Within the reach of all, meeting general

wants, yet adapted to individual requirements, they belong to all

classes and conditions of society. Men, we repeat it, liave been trained

in these schools, who have taken their stations in the highest ranks of

literature and science ; but had the masses gone forth polished and

bedizened, with the glaring acquisitions of " polite literature,'" they

would have been unfitted for the business of common life. They

might have been profound philosophers, or accomplished scholars,

but they would not have been, what in my opinion, is far better

—

Scotchmen * ; well informed, shrewd, self-reliant men, prepared to

* In the course of readings, I met with an tmccdote, but whore, my iiiciii-

ory fails me at present to point out, or name the persons to whom it relutcs ; it

was to this effect : A Minister of State, said to one, to whom ho owed ;i politii-al

obligation, " What can I do for you?" The other replied, "Nothing."' "What!
Nothing?" "No. You cannot make me a Scotchman ! These men till every
office of emolument and trust, with credit to themselves and benefit to others

;

but, the best of it is, they are dependent on no one, they are indebted to them
selves alone." This, as I look upon it, is a compliment indirectly paid to the

self-reliant training of the Parish School, and that indomitable perseverance,
characteristic of Scotchmen, which makes everything bend to the higher aims oi

a rightly directed mind.

5on



enter on any one of the numerous paths of life, to which the individ-

ual taste or genius might lead. Imperfections belong to these schools

we admit—for what institution depending on human agency is per-

fect ? But their greatest imperfection is this : the teachers arc inade-

quately remunerated for their laborious and important services. Thus

enterprise is discouraged by sordid economy, and mental progress re-

tarded by despicable niggardliness. But, with all their faults, these

schools, both in their principles and practical results, are so admirably

adapted to the genius and temper of the people, and the ordinary occur-

rences of life, that if the advantages they afford are made a good use

of, the great end of public education will be accomplished, men made

great, good, virtuous and happy.

That the nation's greatness is chiefly to be ascribed to her. reli-

gious institutions, few will dispute, whose judgment is of any value.

These are her principal bulwarks still ; or, in other words, that spirit

of civil and religious liberty, that profound piety, and that moral

excellence which their institutions inspire and cherish is at once the

glory and defence of the nation. True to the principles which the

Church affectionately inculcates, she may frown defiance on her foes.

No attempt to enslave her, physically or mentally, can succeed so

long as her venerable and sacred institutions remain intact, and these

principles are faithfully wrought out, for " God is known in her pala-

ces for a refuge."

By practically exhibiting the intimate relations that exist bet-

ween the ecclesiastical, the educational and domestic economies of

our native country, and their influences on the formation of the na-

tional character, we " te'i to the generation following" :

—

" howe'or crowns and coronets bo rent,

A virtuous populace may rise the while,

And stand a wall of fire around our much lov'd Isle."

But more than this is implied in the text. We are to " tell to

the generations following," not only how our national defences have

been raised, but also how they may be preserved.

The means, in divine Providence, that have been employed in

their erection are the means to be used in their preservation. The

Church in the House ; The Church in the Land : including the Ed-

ucational elements are truly and essentially divine institutions, and

so far as they are spiritual, are endued with immortality. Their
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external forms beini? merely ac?co?Horics—to adapt them to the fluctu^

ating condition of society—may grtiw old, fill into decay, and be swept

from the face of the earth. Bu' they arc so intinritcly b'eidc I with

divine truth, which cm never die, that out of thuir dissolutions will

spring up now forms of life and beauty. They piissoss a self-renova-

ting power, which wdl preserve their essential ([ualilles amidst all the

changes that are passing around them. Oppression, injustice, spolia-

tion, may jar the machinery and even put a temporary stop to its

action, but " the word of the Lord cndurcth for ever," and the reno-

vating power of that word, we are assured, shall not cease so long as

the sun and the moon shall endure.

But with these causes for trust, we have much to alarm us for the

Bccurity and stability of the ecclesiastical establishment of the King-

dom. The unprincipled f-trugt^les for political phice and power now

going forward, threaten their overthrow. The childish apeings of the

heartless worship of an un-criptural faith, eating the very vitals of

true Godliness, warn us that we are on the eve of troublous times,

and that in divine providence a storm is preparing to burst forth, for

the purification of the church, and removal from it of the indifference,

the cant, and pretentions that have so long deformed it, and impaired

its usefulness. That the inestimable blessings which we have so lone

enjoyed may be transmitted unimpaired and uncorrupted to posteri-

ty, we must look to God, and depending on his blessing in the faithful

application of the means of grace, we must earnestly seek to have

the institutions of the Dominion thoroughly incorporated with the

principles of a living practical Christianity. Alas ! alas ! when re-

cently a traitorous Legislature, publicly divorced religion from the

institutions of the land, political demagogues and envious sectaries

shouted for joy, that the constitution of Church and State was utter-

ly demolished ; a shout re-echoed from the recreant throats of a few

renegade Scotchmen, who, let us hope, ** neither understood what they

said, nor whereof they affirmed." A more melancholy spectacle of

political turpitude than a Government which does not publicly and

specially acknowledge the sovereign power and authority of Jehovah

is not to be found among tiie tribes of men; nor is there a condition

of society more deplorable than that left without any fixed standard

of religious truth to battle its way, through surrounding mazes of i<'-

Dorancc and error, to a settled reliance on law or custom. What
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have been the rcsultw of sucli a state ? Men drunk witli their broth-

ers blood, contending for luoetery, and consecrating their crimes with

the name of patriotism ! What would be the social progress that

would have to struggle on its path, through tlio wild excesses of h

levelling democracy, unrestrained by the laws either of God or man ?

Anarchy, confusion, and every evil work. But " the Lord reigneth.

Let the people rejoice, and the multitude of the isles be p;lad thereof."

This fundamental truth, cnjrravcd on the heart by the finger ofGod

—

though almost obliterated—still faintly utters its voice, calling us

to activity in the work of the Lord. The revelations of a surer re-

cord point out the path, and command us to pursue it. The senti-

ments infused and cherished by the piety of our forefathers inspire our

patriotism and urge us to bestow on the land of our adoption, the

moral and religious qualities that have adorned und blessed the land

of our birth.

We have this day invited you to walk about Zion, to tell her tow-

ers, to mark well her bulwarks and consider her palaces, that ye may

tell it to the generation following. Tell to the people of this new

Dominion that the God of your fathers is your God. Tell in your

conduct and character what great things the Lord hath done for you.

By implicit confidence in the power and wisdom cf Jehovah, tell,

—

" God is your guide even unto death." Let your moral and religious

fcelinjjs, your steady, honourable, and ever advancing course to cxe al-

ienee, tell, in whatever land you are, you are Scotchmen. Let profound

reverence for God's word and God's worship tell, to all nations, ** this

God is your God for ever and ever." Let the sacred institutions to

which, with the divine blessing, you owe so much, be transmitted un-

polluted and unimpaired to posterity, to tell what you have seen and

what you have heard in the " City of the Lord of Hosts, in the city of

our God." When you cease to familiarise your minds with the truths

of God's voice, and refuse to obey His laws, you renounce your allegi-

jince to the King of Kings. When you profane His Sabbath and neglect

II is worship, you betray your country's honour and stain her glory. You

may marshal yourselves under whatever banners you choose to follow

—

no one will recognise in you, the descendantst ofthose leal and true heart-

ed men, who in days of old unfurled their proud standards to the free

winds ofheaven, and under their shadow achieved your liberties, and se-

cured your national privileges. What ! are there any here who have left
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the shores of their Fatherland, and forgotten its heath-covered moun-

tains, its sweet shady glens, and daisy-decked valleys ? Are there

any hero who have forgotten their parental Home, their Parish Church

and Porish School ; and freed from the restraints which a parent's

inspection, or a nation's sober piety imposed on the wayward impulses

of youth, have renounced the distinguishing characteristics of their

native land, and virtually abjured the name of Scotchmen ? Before

you seal the record of your base defection, return with mc in im-

agination but for a moment to the scenes of your youth. Mingle once

more in that happy group of playmates, where lasting friendships wore

formed, and a desire for general knowledge was stimulated, souieliuios

under a stern, but always under an affoctionato discipline. Or, on tho

Sabbath morn, listen to that *' Church-going bell," and with the stilU

ncss and serenity that reigns over the peaceful landscape, enter that

lowly Temple—give eir to the voice of " the man of God," telling to

earnest worshippers what Jesus did and suffered to bring life and

peace to men, and beseeching them, ' to live to the praise of the glory

of his grace" ; listen to the simple melody that in sweet and artless

notes, but from hearts attuned, arises in praise of Father, Son

and Holy Ghost. And now, leaving the House of God, enter into

the home of your childhood, and listen to that gentle, low voice of a

mother's love that nightly taught you to repeat—" Our Fat'ier, which

art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is done in heaven." Or to those dccp-toncd ut-

terances of the Father's heart, that commit you to God's holy keep-

ing, through all your earthly pilgrimage, and then— if you retain the

honest feelings of a man—refuse, if you can, practically, to tell to pos-

terity ; to tell nightly to your children, to tell weekly to the world,

how tho intellectual characi^er of your country has been formed ; how

her moral and religious defonces were reared ; how they have been

preserved, and may still be maintained as the strongest of the nation's

bulwarks from generation to generation.

Dear to my spirit, Scotland, hast thou boon
Since infant years, in all thy glens of greon

!

Land of my love, where every sound and sight

Comes in soft melody, or melts in light;

Land of the green wood by the silver rill.

The heather and the daisy of the hill.

The guardian thistle to the fooman stern.

The wild rose, hawthorn, and the lady fern,

Land of the lark, that like a seraph sings,
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Beyond the rainbow upon quivering wings
j

Land of wild beauty, and romantic shapos,

Of sheltered valleys, and of stormy capes,

Of the bright garden and the tangled brake,

Of the dark mountain, and the sun-lit lake.

Land of my birth and of my father's grave.

The eagle's home, the eyrie of the brave,

The foot of slave thy heather never stained,

Nor rocks, that battlement thy sons profaned !

Unrivalled land of science and of arts
;

Land of fair faces and of faithful hearts
;

Land where religion paves her heavenward road,

Land of the temple of the Living God i

Yet dear to feeling, Scotland, as thou art,

Should'st thou that glorious temple e'er desert,

T would disclaim thee—seek the distant shore,

Of som'- iair isle—and then return no more.

The sermon was listened to with the most profound attention.

A collection was taken up for the benefit of the poor, when the con-

gregation sang the 2nd paraphrase. Before the dismission the choir

Bang, * How beautiful upon the Mountains." During the service the

flags of the various societies were hung up in different parts of the

Church. At the close,the procession formed in the same order as it had

proceeded to Church, and after marching through some of the prin-

cipal streets of the city, arrived at the Mechanics' Hall. Here the

St. Andrew's Society again held a session, at which a vote of thanks

was passed to Rev. Dr. Mathieson for his excellent sermon, coupled

with a request that it might be published.
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