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ORDERS OF REFERENCE

THE SENATE,
Thursday, 13th February, 1947.

Ordered: That the Senate do unite with the House of Commons in the
appointment, of a Joint Committee of both Houses to continue and complete
he examination and consideration begun by a Joint Committee of the Senate
and the House of Commons, pursuant to a resolution of the Senate of May 16,
1946, and continued by a Commission under the Inquiries Act, appointed by
Order in Council P.C. 3797, dated the 11th day of October, 1946, of the Indian
Act, Chapter 98, R.5.C. 1927, and amendments thereto, and to suggest such
amendments ag they may deem advisable, with authority to investigate and
report upon Indian administration in general and, in particular, the following

matters:

Treaty rights and obligations.

. Band membership.

Liability of Indians to pay taxes.

. Enfranchisement of Indians both voluntary and involuntary.
Eligibility of Indians to vote at Dominion elections.

The encroachment of white persons on Indian reserves.

. The operation of Indian day and residential schools.

8. And any other matter or thing pertaining to the social and economic
status of Indians and their advancement, which, in the opinion of such
Committee, should be incorporated in the revised act.

NS W

That the following Senators be appointed to act on behalf of the Senate
on the said Joint Committee, namely, the Honourable Senators: Blals, Dupuis,
Fallis, Horner, Johnston, Macdonald (Cardigan), MacLennan, Nicol, Paterson,
Robicheau, Stevenson and Taylor. (12).

That the records, exhibits and evidence received and taken by the Joint
Committee during the last session of Parliament and by the Commission
aforesaid, be made available to the said Joint Committee and made part of
the records thereof.

That the said Committee have power to appoint from its members such
subcommittees as may be deemed advisable or necessary to deal with specific
phases of the problem aforesaid, with power to call for persons, papers and
records, to examine witnesses under oath and to print such materials from day
to day as may be ordered by the Committee for the use of the Committee and
Members of the House of Commons and the Senate.

That a Message be sent to the House of Commons to inform that House
accordingly. ;

TrurspAy, 6th March, 1947,

Ordered: That the quorum of the Committee be nine members.

Ordered: That authority be granted to the Senate section of the Joint
Committee to sit during sittings and adjournments of the Senate.

Attest.
L. C. MOYER,
Clerk of the Senate.

83718—1%



ORDERS OF REFERENCE

House or ComMMoxs,
$ Thursday, 13th February, 1947.

Resolved: That a Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons £
be appointed to continue and complete the examination and consideration begun
by a joint committee of the Senate and the House of Commons pursuant to

a resolution of the House on May 13, 1946, and continued by a Commission

under the Inquiries Act, appointed by Order in Council P.C. 3797, dated the

11th day of October, 1946, of the Indian Aect, Chapter 98, R.S.C. 1927, and
amendments thereto, and to suggest such amendments as they may deem advis-

able, with authority to investigate and report upon Indian administration in
general and, in particular, the following matters:

. Treaty rights and obligations.

. Band membership.

. Liability of Indians to pay taxes.

. Enfranchisement of Indians both voluntary and involuntary.

. Eligibility of Indians to vote at Dominion elections.

. The encroachment of white persons on Indian reserves.

O O s WO

8. And any other matter or thing pertaining to the social and economie
status of Indians and their advancement, which, in the opinion of such
committee, should be incorporated in the revised act.

That the following members be appointed to act on behalf of the House
of Commons on the said joint committee, namely: Messrs. Arsenault, Brown,
Brunelle, Bryce, Blackmore, Case, Castleden, Charlton, Church, Farquhar,
Gariepy, Gibson (Comox-Alberni), Glen, Harkness, Little, Matthews, (Brandon),
MacLean, MacNicol, Raymond (Wright), Reid, Richard (Gloucester), Stanfield.

That a Message be sent to the Senate requesting their honours to appoint
Senators to act as members of the Senate on the said special joint committee.

That the records, exhibits and evidence received and taken by the joint
committee during the last session of Parliament and by the Commission afore-
said, be made available to the said joint committee and made part of the
records thereof.

That the said Committee have power to appoint from its members such
subcommittees as may be deemed advisable or necessary to deal with specific
phases of the problem aforesaid, with power to call for persons, papers and
records, to examine witnesses under oath and to print such materials from day
to day as may be ordered by the Committee for the use of the Committee and
Members of the House of Commons and the Senate.

That the said- Committee shall report from time to time and that the
provisions of Standing Order 65 limiting the number of members on Special
Committees be suspended in relation thereto and that a Message be sent to
the Senate to acquaint their honours therewith.

. The operation-of Indian day and residential schools. 5




{ INDIAN ACT 3

TrUrspAY, 6th March, 1947.
Ordered: That the quorum of the Committee be nine members.
. Ordered: That the said Committee be granted leave to sit while the House
Is sitting.
ARTHUR BEAUCHESNE,
Clerk of the House.

REPORT TO THE SENATE

TaurspAY, 6th March, 1947.

£ The Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons appointed
(C}clontmue and complete the examination and consideration of the Indian Act
t tlapter' 98, R.S.C., 1927), and all such other matters as have been referred
1e said Committee, beg leave to make their first report, as follows:—
Your Committee recommend:—
1. That the quorum of the Committee be nine members.
% 2. That authority be granted to the Senate section of the Joint Committee
sit during sittings and adjournments of the Senate.

All which is respectfully submitted.
W. H. TAYLOR,

= Chairman.
With leave of the Senate,

The said Report was adopted.

REPORT TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
TaurspAY, 6th March, 1947.
The Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons appointed

to continue and complete the examination and consideration of the Indian Act
(Chapter 98, R.S.C., 1927), has the honour to present the following as a

FirsT REPORT

Your Committee recommends:—

1. That the quorum of the Committee be nine members.
9. That the said Committee be granted leave to sit while the House is sitting.

’ All which is respectfully submitted. ;
DON. F. BROWN,

Chairman.
By leave of the House,
The said Report was eoncurred in this day.







MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

0 House oF COMMONS,
‘ WEDNESDAY, 5th March, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Cpmmons
. appointed to “continue and complete” the examination and consideration. . .of
i the Indian Act (Chapter 98, RS.C,, 1927), and all such other matters as have

i been referred to the said Committee, met this day at 10.30 am.
| Present: .

Tar Sexate: The Honourable Senators Fallis, Johnston, Paterson and
Stevenson—4.

o Tur House or Commons: Messrs. Brown, Bryce, Castleden, Charlton,
Vh\lrch, Farquhar, Gariepy, Gibson (Comox-Alberni), Harkness, thtle,
Matthews (Brandon), MacLean, MacNicol, Raymond ( Wright), Reid, Richard
(Gloucester), and Stanfield—17.

q On motion of the Honourable Senator Johnston, seconded by the Honourable
enator Paterson, it was

Resolved: That the Honourable Senator W. H. Taylor be Chairman of the
i members of the Committee for the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Matthews (Brandon), seconded by Mr. MaeNicol, it was

o R?solved: That Mr. D. F. Brown be Chairman of the members of the
) ommittee for the House of Commons.

Mr. D. F. Brown took the Chair, thanked the Committee for his nomination
and expressed appreciation for the services rendered the Committee by_the
Honourable Senator Johnston, with regrets that Senator Johnston had decided
not to resume the Chairmanship this year. A welcome was extended to the new

members of the Committee: the {lonourable Senator Robicheau and Mr.
Chureh, M.P.

e R e S

The Orders of Reference were read and attention was called to the fact that
the Committee is instructed to “continue and complete” the examination and
consideration of the Indian Act begun last session by a Joint C_om_mlttee of the
Senate and the House of Commons, and continued by & commission under the
Inquiries Act, appointed by Order in Council.

After some discussion, it was :

Agreed: That the following be members of the subcommittee on Agenda
and Procedure: The Honourable Senators Taylor and Dupuis and Messrs.

Brown, Bryce, Gibson (Comox-Alberni), Harkness, Raymond (Wright), Reid
and Stanfield.

. The Chairman asked the members of the said.subcmnmittce to meet
immediately after the adjournment of the Joint Committee.

On motion of Mr. MacNicol, it was ;
Resolved: That the quorum of the Committee be nine members.

On motion of the Honourable Senator Johnston, it was 2 0 :

Resolved: That the Senate be asked to grant authority to this Committee
to sit during the sittings and adjournments of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Reid, it was

Resolved: That the House of Commons pe asked to grant leave to the
Committee to sit while the House is sitting.

5
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6 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

The Chairman pointed out that the Order of Reference authorized th%ﬁ
Committee ‘‘to print such materials from day to day as may be ordered by the
Committee for the use of the committee and members of the Senate and th
House of Commons” and that the only matter to be decided was the number of§
copies to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Reid, it was
Ordered: That 1,000 copies in English and 250 copies in French be printed
of the Minutes of Proceedings and Evidence to be taken before the Committee.

Discussion took place with regard to the presentation to the committee of
reports by those members of the Committee who had, during the recess, visited
the Indian reserves in their Divisions or constituencies. It was agreed that
the matter be referred to the subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure.

The Committee adjourned at 11.00 a.m. to meet on Thursday, 6th March !'

next, at 11 o’clock a.m. j
g

*

Lh

House or CoMMONS,
/ TaUrsDAY, 6th March, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons
appointed to examine and consider the Indian Act, and all such other matters
as have been referred to the said Committee, met this day at 11 o’clock a.m. :
Present: 8

TaE SENaTE: The Honourable Senators Blais, Fallis, Macdonald (C'ardlgan),
Paterson and Taylor—5. %

Tue House or Commons: Messrs. Brown, Bryce, Blackmore, Castleden,:
Charlton, Farquhar, Gariepy, Gibson (Comor Albernz) Harknesa, Little,
: Matthcm (Brandon), MacLean, MacNicol, Raymond (anht) Reid, Richard
(Gloucester), Stanﬁeld—17

In “attendance: Frederick F. Tisdall, M.D., FR.CP. (C), Torontoj
G. Gordon Brown, M.A., Ph.D., Associate Pr ofessor of Anthropology, Univ ersﬂaﬂ
of Toronto; R. A Hoey Dlrector Indian Affairs Branch; P. E. Moore, MD,
Medical SCI'\ICCb, Indian, Department of National Health and Welfare,

B. F. Neary, Supt. Welfare and Training; C. Roberts, Welfare D1V1Slon,
H. M. Jones, Indian Affairs Branch.

Frederick F. Tisdall, M.D., F.R.C.P. (C), Toronto, was called, made ay
statement with regard to a ~uney under consideration by a group of socrologlsts,
nutritionists, economists and others interested in the health and welfare of
Canadian Indians and was questioned thereon. e

G. Gordon Brown, M.A, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Anthropology,
University of Toronto, was called. He gave an outline of the methods and
scope of the contemplated survey, and was questioned by members of the A
-Committee.

Messrs. Hoey and Moore were also questioned.

Mr. D E Brown, M.P., Joint Chairman, thanked Messrs. Tlsdall and
Brown for their very “valuable presentation”.

On motion of Mr. Castleden, it was

Resolved: That this Commlttee recommend that the Government urgently
consider the advisability of participating in and contributing to the survey 88 8
~ outlined by Doctors Tisdall and Brown. -

The Committee adjourned at 12.40 p.m. to meet again on Tuesday, llth
March next, at 11 o’clock a.m. %

T. L. McEVOY,
Clerk of the Joint Committee.



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

House or Commons, March 6, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons
appointed to examine and consider the Indian Act, met this day at 11.00 a.m.
Mr. D. F. Brown, M.P., (Joint Chairman) presided.

The Cramman: Honourable Senators, gentlemen, e have with us today .
two witnesses. It had been planned that there would be only one, but I think
they will be rather brief. The first witness is Dr. Frederick F. Tisdall of Toronto
Who is here for the purpose of helping us in our deliberations. The other witness
is Dr. G. Gordon Brown, from Toronto University. Is it your pleasure we now
hear Professor Tisdall?

Frederick F. Tisdall, M.D., F.R.C.P. (C), called:

By the Chairman:
Q. Dr. Tisdall, I believe you are from Torento and vou are connected with
the Children’s Hospital?—A. Yes.
_ Q. T also understand you are a member of the Canadian Couneil on
Nutrition?—A. Yes. :
: _Q. And chairman of the committee on nutrition, Canadian Medical Asso-
Glation?—A. Yes, sir.
1 Q. You held several other positions of a similar nature. 1 believe you
have some information which you would like to give this committee in con-
nection with Indian affairs?—A. Yes.
The Cramuax: Ladies and gentlemen, are there apy other preliminary
Questions?
Mr. Gariepy: Is there any special reason why this gentleman should come
orward to give evidence on Indian matters? :
~ The Cuamrman: He is to give us some ideas. What are the ideas you are
goIng to give us?
The WrrnEss: Perhaps if I proceed, that would be the best way of answering
the question.
Mr. Gariepy: I should like to know on whose invitation he is here.
The Cuarrman: That of the subcommittee on agenda and procedure,
I Mr. Castiebex: I suppose he has had some experience in dealing with
ndian matters?
The CrAmRMAN: Yes.
Mr. Gariepy: T did not question his qualifications. I just wanted to know
something of the hackground. '
The Crammax: Dr. Tisdall is here on the invitation of your subcommittee.
r. Brown is here also and I think we should hear him, if it is your pleasure.
_ The Wirness: Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen: it has been my
Privilege, on the invitation of Dr. Moore and Mr. Hoey—Dr. Moore is the

e T .
* Chairman, Nation i Jutriti ¢ the Capadian Red Cross Society;
o : al” Committes son. Niutrition  of sthe-Ganaian S ross Society;
Member, Food ‘and Nutrition Board of the National Research Council, Washington, D.C.;
ember, Advisory Committee on Nutrition of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
tited Nations. :

T



8 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

head of the medical services division and Mr. Hoey is Director of the Indian
Affairs Branch of the Department of Mines and Resources—to study the health
of a-band of Indians in northern Manitoba, the Norway House band, as well as
the Cross Lake band and some Indians around God’s Lake Mine. I also studied
some at The Pas.

By Mr. MacNicol:

Q. Pardon me, did you say The Pas?—A. Yes. In this study we also had
very valuable assistance from a prominent doctor in the United States by the
name of Dr. Kause whose expenses were paid by the Milbank Foundation.
Incidentally, I may say that the ‘expenses of myself were not paid by the
Indian Affairs Branch or any other government organization.

We went to Norway House in particular and made three trips in all, one
in 1941, 1943 and 1944. We studied the Indians in that district, ladies and
gentlemen, and the majority. of the Indians we saw, according to our present
day medical standards, were sick. They were not sick according to lay opinion,
but when we examined them carefully from the medical standpoint, they had
so many obvious evidences of malnutrition that if you or I were in the same
condition, we would demand hospitalization at once. We were struck, partic-
ularly in 1941, with the inertia, the lack of initiative, the indolence of these
people. Physically, they shuffled about; they moved slowly. Even though we
had to speak to many of them through an interpreter, it was obvious their
mental processes were going on at a very slow pace. We found, in that
particular band, the TB death rate was just fifty times the tuberculosis death
rate among the white population of Manitoba. This raises a problem far beyond
the Indians because there is a focus of infection which is of concern to you and
me. We can never prevent tuberculosis among the white population of Canada
when we have a focus of fifty times among those Indians. This problem is of
interest to the Department of Health and Welfare as well as the Indian division
of medical services.

In trying to find out what was at the bottom of this situation we studied the
food which the Indians had. We found, according to our present day standards,
the Indians received a diet which could not possibly result in good health. Now,
you say what do you mean by “good health”? We loosely say, well, good health
1s good health. What do we mean by it? I think we could take a moment to
consider what might be considered good health.

Thinking of this personally, not from the standard of any person else, but
thinking of it in terms of your family, if you want good health in yourself and
your family you want, first of all, to have vour child grow up and develop; to
grow in size and stature. The Indian of today at Norway House is a smaller
Indian than forty years ago. This statement is not based on guesswork, but on
facts obtained from the post manager of the Hudson Bay post, Mr. Laramont,
who happened to be there forty years ago. He says the Indian of today is
buying a smaller sized shirt and smaller pants compared with those articles he
bought forty years ago. From appearance the Indians are definitely smaller
and not as well developed as they were forty years ago.

The next thing with which we are concerned is that as our children grow
up they are not going to be of much use unless they are strong physically, that
ig, have ability to work. We found definite evidence that the Indian of today
has not got the physical stamina which we would desire for good health or the
stamina he had forty years ago, as was evidenced from the records we obtained

from many people in that district. However, if we have a child who is well -

developed physically but is stupid or ill mentally, we do not consider that good
health. Therefore, the next thing with which we are concerned in good health is
the mental state of the individual. Is he keen mentally?

e ’
LT R
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INDIAN ACT 9

As T have said before the Indian in that arca certainly was mnot keen
mentally. He was very slow in his mental reactions and gave no evidence of any
initiative or desire to do things. The fourth point in good health is that there 18
no use in growing to be an adult, well developed and strong physmaly, mentally
active, if you are susceptible to every disease or infection which comes along.
We had evidence of many diseases, I will only mention tuberculosis, to which the
Indian was susceptible. There were many other diseases which they contracted
much more readily than would a white person OF person who was better fed;
and they died from those diseases where the other person would not have died.
In the Cross Lake band the infant mortality for one year,—that 1s, the number
of babies who died under one year of age—reached 2 total of five hundred
compared to the figure last year of approximately forty in the city of Toronto.
It was over twelve times the infant mortality rate of a well regulated white_
district in Canada.

Now, why is this situation present? We were particularly concerned with
the feeding of the infant. We studied that intensively. We found, of course,
poor hygienic conditions. The housing was not up to our standards at all nor
was the sanitation. All this could be explained to a degree by the fact that these
people were sick mentally and physically. We believed they were sick primarily
because their food was not sufficient or not of the proper type to allow them to
be healthy. They could not possibly be healthy. We obtained a record of the
food they purchased. Incidentally, due to the fact that the hunting and fishing
resources have been depleted to a considerable degree in that area, the 1nd1an
of today depends much more on the food which is brought in and which he
purchases at various stores than he did in the past. In fact, the records of the

udson Bay Company show that forty years ago a certain sized family wguld
start out a winter with one hundred pounds of flour but today the same sized
fam}ly would start out with six hundred pounds. Thirty or forty years ago the
Indians lived off the land to a considerable degree—that 1s, from fishing and
hunting—but today their diet consists chiefly of the food they buy at the store
in return for the sale of the pelts they cateh. :

No less than 85 per cent of the calories they buy come from white flour, lard
and sugar. Just stop and think about that for a moment; think what that means
In the diet of these people. Eighty-five per cent of all the food they bought,
from the actual records of the store which were kindly placed at our 'dlsposal
by the Hudson Bay Company, 85 per cent of the calories came from white flour,
sugar and lard. These foods are almost entirely lacking in vitamins and are
very deficient in minerals. In fact, when we started to analyze 1t we found
that' where they should receive 900 milligrams of caleium 2 day, they were only
receiving about 100 in the food they bought. The vitamin A consumption §h0u.ld
be around 5,000 units, but they were getting only 235. Consumption of Thiamin,
of one of the B vitamins should have been around one and a half, but they got
one-third of a milligram. As regards vitamin C which we obtain from fresh
fruits and vegetables and of which they should have received about 75, they
were getting under 10. We also found that in the past the Indians used to eat
the insides, the liver and other parts of the animals and fish. Now, imitating the
white man’s custom, they clean the fish and throw away these articles of food
which we know are rich in minerals and vitamins. He is buymng increasingly
large amounts of white flour, sugar and lard. 2 : ;

Perhaps I should say here that we found lots of physical evidence in the
Indians of defects, changes in their eyes, changes in the gums and changes in the
tongue as well as changes in their reflexes. All that 1s of scientific value, but
what we are concerned with is, are they healthy? If they are not healthy
DEOple, how far down the scale are they from perfect health? What can be done
about it?
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In regard to meeting these conditions we commence to consider the con-
structive part of our statement. Having found out these facts about the
Indians, how are we going to improve the condition? Perhaps you would say,
“Let us give him some food.” T think we will all agree that is economically
unsound. I can say that from personal observations. With the Indian it will
not work. If you go on giving and giving to him it is not a solution to the
matter at all. We believe from our studies of the Indian that he is fundamentally
a good Canadian and his reactions to his conditions are no different from our
reactions would be if we were living under his conditions, If he is given proper

surroundings, proper food, we can make him a good Canadian, an asset to the .

nation. How are we going to do this?

We are all motivated—to use a term which I believe Professor Brown and
some of his group use frequently but which is just a word to me—by different
things. Perhaps I work hard so I can obtain the means to buy a new car or a
radio or something of that nature. We do not know as much as we should as to
what motivates the Indian. We have to find out what incentive we can place in
front of him. The Indian is very different from us. We have to find out how
the Indian can be encouraged, how his work can be diversified, his efforts
diversified, so he can make himself self-supporting, so he can obtain the food he
needs; and enable him to become an asset to the nation.

Last August it was my privilege to sit on the advisory committee to the

%)

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations at Copenhagen. This

very same problem we have so far as the Indian is concerned came up for a good
deal of discussion in regard to the nations of the world. It was agreed that
charity was out, that you must find ways of improving the facilities of the
people to do things for themselves; in other words, to make the people self-

supporting. On the way back from London, having thought this over, it became

perfectly evident, if we were' going to do anything for the Canadian Indian, we
would have to have some person explain the sociology that is, what makes
the Indian tick, what motivates him. We would have to have assistance from

fodare

the people who know about agriculture to find out what the Indian could grow :

in his area. Of course, there is no use trying to teach him to grow something
if he is not motivated so he will grow it after you leave; that is where your
sociologist comes in. If we permit the Indian to fish we should make sure we
do not allow certain outside interests to deplete his lakes, just making a few

thousand dollars for a company which depletes the lakes and then you and I, as

taxpayers, have to look after those Indians for the next fifty years. We also
need the serviees of an expert economist to go in and study the whole situation.

I then went to the London School of Economics which has a very high
reputation for this sort of work. I outlined what looked like our problem in
connection with the Indian and asked for their advice as to who in the world
would be available—whom they could lend to come over here and help us with
this problem if the government saw fit to make a study of this nature. They
said, “Why, doctor, the best man in the world in this field is a Canadian. His
name is Gordon Brown.” I said, “Where is he?” They were sorry, but they
did not know; they had lost track of him. For many years he had been working
for them under the Roekefeller Foundation and other foundations in Africa as

well as the Pacific Islands. They did not know where he was but they would try

and find out. When I arrived back in Toronto to my amazement I found he
had just returned to the Department of Anthropology at Toronto University.

I think this statement will close my remarks unless there are questions you

want to ask me. You might now want to hear from Professor Brown in {'eg.ard
to a practical scheme, a practical set-up to study a limited area or two limit
areas over a period of one year, ladies and gentlemen, to get the facts on which

you, at the end of that time, can base a constructive policy. This would be in




INDIAN ACT 11

a limited area again so you would not spend too much of the taxpayers money
to find out whether it is possible to use the latest scientific information
available in the world today, all the information of the F.A.O.—that is the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations— all the information
that these scientists working in other parts of the world have found out con-
Dected with problems similar to ours to see if some constructive policy cannot

€ put forward to ensure making our Indians an asset to the nation and good
Canadians.

By the Chairman:

Q. I understand, Dr. Tisdall, Dr. Brown’s presentation will be merely sup-
Pllexment-ary to your own?—A. Yes.

The CrARMAN: Are there any questions?

By Mr. MacNicol:

Q-_Befo‘re the doctor leaves, T should like to ask two or three questions.
How did you go to Norway House, by boat or ’plane?—A. What we did, we
Went to Winnipeg and then we asked the Hudson Bay Company to be kind
fnough to fly into Norway House. :

H Q. You went by 'plane. How long were you there?—A. We were at Norway
1 Ouse between a week and ten days for three different periods, that is, in 1941,

43 and 1944. We were there in the month of March in each year because at
: at time the Indians congregate around the settlement before they go up to
their Muskrat traps.

Q. The Indians were right at Norway House, were they?—A. We saw about
1,000 Indians altogether there, and in addition we went to the Cross Lake band,
Spent one day there and one day at God’s Lake Mine. We had a day at the

a8. The problem was just the same in the other areas. From Dr. Moore’s
aperience he could inform you concerning it. The problem we encountered at

Orway House was identical with the problem of all the bush Indians of
Which there are some 65,000 in Canada. It is a typical problem and Norway

Ouse 13 exactly the same as elsewhere.

- You did not go out to the reservations from Norway House?—A. No.
th Q. You did not go to the reservations at all>—A. No, they were all in

CTe.  You see, the Indians had congregated there from points as far as twenty
mﬂeB_ away. They came in, some of them as far as twenty miles, for us to
€Xamine them. We had very elaborate equipment up there and, fortunately, at

€ Indian hospital there was electrical current and there was a laboratory

1eh was ideal for our purposes. 5

Did you go to the reservation across the river from The Pas?—A.

We saw the Indian doctor, Dr. Yule, and visited the Indians with him.

Q. Then down at Cross Lake which is down the river—A. T think northeast
from Norway House.

Q. I have been down there. You go down the Saskatchewan river, across
Cedar Lake and down the river a little piece until you come to Cross Lake.

1d you go to the reservation there?—A. There were about one hundred Indians
§at-he1:ed together there. I might compliment Dr. Moore in saying that he
I‘gamze:d that trip remarkably well. The Indians were there waiting for us,
80 we did not have to go out and endure the hardships, we might expect.

of Mr. MacNicow: I have no more questions at the moment. There are a lot
things T ¢ould say, but I will let them go now.

Mr. Bryce: I am delighted to hear what Dr. Tisdall has said. T though that

grobably he was another doctor who did not know what he was talking about,
ut T am quite satisfied that he does. I have visited Norway House four times.

\
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I have been to Cross Lake. May I assure the two gentlemen who have spoken
that I paid my own expenses, too, out of my pocket. I have travelled there by
different ways. This summer I travelled quite a few thousand miles by steam-
boat, canoe, train and car. ; :

What Dr. Tisdall says is what I would have liked to have said many times, |
that these people are sick. They have no intiative whatsoever. I have seen
children die up there. They have died in so short a time that they never had .
a chance. What he says about the matter of food is correct. At the time I was
there I was told, in talking with some of the very old men, that when they
hunted moose the first thing they did when they killed one was to drink the |
blood, and they used everything. Then the white people came along and told |
them it was not-good to eat those things. The benefits they could have derived
from those things have been lost to them.

The point you make about the white man coming in and engaging in
commercial fishing in Cross Lake and up the Nelson river and in Playgreen
Lake is quite correct. They have destroyed the living of the Indian. It was
granted to him by the Queen that he would never have his fishing rights taken
away from him. They may not have been taken away from him legally but
they have been destroyed for him. The opportunity for him to make his living
there has been destroyed. The same applies to hunting because that area is
practically trapped out. There is no means of livelihood left for him.

Q. T wanted to ask you this question. Do you think that if the boys and
girls of the rising generation who are going to school had a balanced ration
fed to them at noon it would help?—A. Yes, that would help, but I do not
know that is a complete solution of it.

Q. I know that—A. But it would definitely help. Again T want to em-
phasize that we have every reason to believe from our medical and scientific
studies of these Indians that they can be made into a great asset to this nation,
that they are not fundamentally indolent and with a lack of initiative. They
are sick. We have got to regard these people as being sick. We hope that
perhaps Professor Brown can present to you a concrete plan for obtaining facts.
Those facts at the end of a year would be presented to you. You could then
put a constructive plan in operation in a limited area to see whether it would
work and it would be at low cost to the taxpayer. Then if it does work in a
small area you can expand it over the whole nation and do something of a really
constructive nature towards making these people a great asset to us.

By Mr. Richard:

Q. How would they respond to any effort made to raise their standard of
living?—A. T can give you a very concrete answer to that. In the period between
1941 and 1943 we had a nurse at Norway House. I should say Dr. Moore. I say
“we”. T should not say “we”.

The Cuamrman: It is all right.

The Wirness: I am merely a guest helping in this study. Dr. Moore had
a nurse stationed there and she attempted nutrition education. The Indian’s
income, due to the war, had risen from $200 to approximately $400, so they
had more money. They responded just the same as we do to nutrition educa-
tion. They were buying more of the things that were going to be good for
them than they had before, so I think we can answer your question that they
will respond if they are given the opportunity.

By Mr. Castleden:

Q. That is an annual income of $400?—A. Yes, not a daily income, an
annual income.
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Mr. MacNicon: Before you leave that point may I fix the position of
the Cross Lake to which you referred? Mr. Bryce referred to Cross Lake
down the Nelson river, but the Cross Lake to which I refer is the one down
the Saskatchewan river from The Pas. To which Cross Lake were you referring?

Dr. Moore: On the Nelson river.
The Wirness: It is ninety miles northeast.of Norway House.
Mr. MacNicor: I know where it is.

Mr. Bryce: It is about ninety miles long. It is quite a large lake.

Mr. Rem: I should like to ask the doctor one question, but before doing
80 may I say to him that you have laid before this committee a very serious -
Question, indeed, the question of the diet of the Indians. I could not help thinking
while you were speaking that while all you have said is true, and very inform-
ative to this committee, a great deal of what you said could also be applied
to our own white people. The eating of white flour and sugar and all that kind
of thing is, as we all know, not conducive to the best health. I have often
Wondered in erecting monuments whether we should not erect one to the older
generation who came through and lived and were strong and sturdy men on
oatmeal, potatoes and a few thing like that. T say that seriously because the
men who came to this country from the old land did not have the diet we
have to-day. They had the health which our people lack. While you propounded
the Question I was thinking what help could be given. Would you deem it
abvisable or would you suggest that in looking after their health we should
ave government hospitals where they could all be taken in from that distriet?
The Wirness: As a taxpayer I would object very strenuously to limiting
e efforts of the medical division to hospitalization because that is after the
trouble has developed. We must get back to the source of things and prevent
t. True you must have your hospitals to look after the unfortunate souls that
ave already developed serious illness, but as to the major effort it should be
one of prevention and a constructive poliey carried forward, not to build more
hospitals for this 50 times the T.B. death rate amongst the Indians. A a tax-
bayer T would object to that as the main effort. The effort should be brought
back to the beginning to find out why they get tuberculosis, why their resistance
18 IOWer, what are the things to be done at the beginning to prevent them ever
‘d‘evelnping tuberculosis. That is the part of this plan that I think Professor
Town can develop.

Mr. Rem: Do not get me wrong. I am quite in accord with you when you
t&!k of preventive methods. I hope you can enjoin the medical profession of
I8 country to raise their voices, as you have done this morning, to warn the
beople ahout diet and the inadequacy of that diet rather than hospitals, but I
Say that you cannot cure the present T.B. with diet, so why talk along those
lines? T wag thinking of the T.B. among the children when I spoke of hospitals.
The Wrrness: You are quite right. It has got to be a combination of the
tWO_, but again I say I would object as a taxpayer if the effort is limited
entirely on one side. It has got to be a division between the two.
Mr. Rem: T think we are all agreed on that.

By Mr. Gibson:

& Q. Did you find any sign of diet deficiency amongst the Indian children at
he residential school in that area?—A. Yes, sir, there was. In spite of the
act they were getting meals at the Indian school they were not getting what
We would call a perfect diet, or a diet that was as good as you would like
to See. That is not a reflection on the church that was concerned with that
Particular school. Nutrition is a new seience. It has been developed, as you



14 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

know, during the war. Tremendous advances were made. As you know it was
my job to look after the nutrition of our Royal Canadian Air Force during the
war. Great advances have been made. I think you will find the churches
to-day, which are responsible for these Indian schools, are most receptive. I
know they are most receptive to suggestions for improving the diet. I will
answer your question very clearly that the diet was not as good as it should be.

Q. Would that be as a result of financial difficulties on the part of the
church, that they did not receivee a large enough per capita grant to maintain
those children properly?—A. There are two reasons, one that there was not
enough money to buy proper food, and secondly, that they did not have quite
. as much information as they perhaps now have as to the proper food to supply
to those children.

By Mr. Richard:

Q. You will admit the food condition in the school was higher than it
would be amongst the Indians?—A. Quite right.

Q. And probably the food in the Indian schools would not be any worse
than in the poorer districts amongst the white people?—A. Perhaps in certain
areas. I can say this from personal experience, because we have just finished
a study of a poor area in the city of Toronto, that the Indian diet was worse
than the poorest economic diet in Toronto.

By Mr. Gibson:

Q. That would not apply to all residential schools?—A. That would apply
to this one residential school.

Q. Would it be a fact that when you were up there in March it would be
the season of the year when sufficient vegetables and fruits were not available?—
A. It is the hardest season of the year, March, April and May, before the new
crops come in. That is the most difficult season of the year to get proper food.

By the Chairman:

Q. Did I understand you to say that the condition in this residential school
was worse than the worst condition in Toronto?—A. The diet of the 600 children
in Toronto in a poor economic district which we have been studying in the last
three months in better than the food that the Indians were receiving at the
Norway House residential school.

By Mr. Gibson:

Q. In that case it is quite a reflextion on the per capita grant which the
government is making if they do not provide the schools with a sufficient amount
of money to furnish an adequate diet. If it is poorer than the poores in
Toronto it must be very bad—A. T would not like to make any reflection on the
people who are making the grant. I stick to facts.

Q. They are the ones who are responsible.

By Mr Matthews:

Q. Did you mean a lower cost value or a less balanced ration?—A. There

are two factors involved in that. One is buying the best possible food, and the
second was that they did not have enough money to buy the best possible food.
The two factors are both there. -

Hon. Mr. Brais: Especially vegetables in the winter time.
The Wrrness: Yes.

pRSR, VY
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By Mr. Gibson:

Q. That could be supplemented, of course, with medical supplies such as
Concentrated vitamins, could it not, provided they were made available through
thfi Indian health service?>—A. Now we are getting into a very controversial
Sclentific situation. I am a great believer we should not put the pharmaceutical

ouses in competition with our Canadian agriculture. I believe we were meant
to get our vitamins and our minerals from our foods grown here in Canada. We
a8 an agricultural nation are losing a big bet, if we do not emphasize that we can
get the majority of those vitamins and minerals in the foods that we can grow
ere in Canada.

By Mr. Bryce:

Q. Our residential schools should be in a situation where they can produce
those at their own door?—A. That is what Professor Brown is going to tell you
about. There is one other point in regard to vitamins. You have great defi-
tlencies amongst the Indians today. That is an entirely different situation, and
Vitamins are badly needed to correct those conditions that are there.

By Mr. Gibson:

b Q. Did you ever have the opportunity to study the skeletons of Indians of a
Undred years ago to see whether there was any indication of rickets or lack of
caleium in their teeth, and that sort of thing?—A. One month ago I got an offer
fom Professor McIlwraith of the Department of Anthropology, Toronto Univer-
Sity, to turn over to me two boxes of Indian skeletons that he dug up. They are
'om around 1650. We have not got around to them yet. He wondered what
We could do with them.

By Mr. Castleden:

Q. T should like to ask one question. Was any report of the findings of
ﬁm‘self and Dr. Moore made available to the department?—A. May I ask Dr.
00re to answer that?

5 The Cramman: It is on page 101 of our reports of proceedings, a medical
'Vey of nutrition among the northern Manitoba Indians by Dr. P. E. Moore,

I. Kruse, Dr. Tisdall and Dr. Corrigan.
Mr. MacNicon: What is that?
The Cramman: Page 101, our last year’s report.
= The Wirness: May I ask whether the members of your committee have
¢€1ved the reprint, from Dr. Moore’s office of this report with pictures in colour
¢ Indian conditions?
Mr. Gisson: We got, that last year.
% Hon. Mr. Parerson: T was going to ask Dr. Tisdall for a suggestion. Last
e‘lmmer I took the occasion with the Indian agent at Kenora to go to the east
nd of Re;gina Bay and see two reserves. When we got there I found there were
g(;od Indian log houses. They looked like warm places, but there was nobody
prménd' When we got back to the highway we saw a small jutting of land with
ha,o ably 100 brand new tents there. The whole population of those two reserves
th gone into the tourist business. The girls worked in the tourist camps and
® men guided, but all of a sudden they struck their tents because it was blue-
Ty time and everybody disappeared.
sk Ehey struck those tents one night and were gone the next morning. That
gois ecause of blueberry time. They do not give anybody any notice they are
N8 They simply go, dogs and all. How are you going to change that life?

I i583f7'he habit of a lifetime. When wild rice time comes along they do the same
18—9 ‘

be
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thing. They leave their gardens. The gardens were grown up with thistles,
weeds and everything else. I asked the Indian agent why they did not grow a
few potatoes and carrots? He said “Well, they are never home to cultivate
them.” ?
The life of the Indian has been carried on in that way. He is a nomad.
He does not want to stay put. He does not want to do gardening. In one place
we went there was one toilet for forty houses. The Indian agent tried to get |
them to dig holes and build toilets, but unless you are there to see that they do it
they would rather sit on a rock and watch a boat go by and talk. Maybe they
do not talk. When the blueberry season comes they are gone. How are you
going to change that life when you know that it is not a healthy life?

The Wirness: I think the answer to that may be given a little later on by
Professor Brown. We want to get those very facts and get them from scientific
observation over a period of one year to find out what makes the Indian go,
what makes him tick, why he is going away. In other words, if that is his life
and the life he should lead there is no use of our trying to put him in cities. You
have got to fit our education and efforts to what he will do and what he will
accept. It is Professor Brown’s specialty to find that out. I think perhaps later
he can give you the information. T

Mr. Rem: I have inquired about the very same question as Senator Pater-
son. In British Columbia they leave their gardens and go to the hop fields. By
the way, I was informed they have more trouble and disease arising from the
meetings at the hop fields when all the Indians gather together than any other
time. I inquired as to why they go to the hop fields. It is an old tradition.
There they meet their aunts and nephews and it is a regular clan gathering. They
would not miss it for anything. That is one of the questions you have to face.

The CuarMAN: They do that in the maritimes with respect to the potato
season. Everybody goes to Maine. They just pick up and they are away.

Mr. MacNicon: They go away because they are well paid for it.

Hon. Mr. Parerson: It is not the money they are after because they leave
a job of guiding at $5 a day to go and pick blueberries, which is a speculative
job and is probably not worth more than $2 a day. The motive for moving is
not money.

The CaamrmaNn: Are there any further questions that you would like to put
to Professor Tisdall? If not, shall we call on Professor Brown?

The Caamman: I wish on behalf of this committee to thank you, Dr. Tisdall,
for your presentation to-day which was very enjoyable and also very valuable.
I hope we will have the pleasure of hearing from you again. I will now call on
Dr. Gordon Brown.

Dr. G. Gordon Brown, called:

By the Chairman:

Q. Dr. Brown, I believe you are an associate professor of anthropology
in the University of Toronto?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And T understand you- have made some study of Indian affairs,
particularly along social lines. Are there any preliminary questions, ladies and
gentlemen, that you would like to ask Dr. Brown? If not, I will ask Dr. Brown
to proceed.

_The Wirness: Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, after the advance
notice which Dr. Tisdall has given me I am afraid I may sound rather flat.
propose to deal rather briefly with a plan of study. ]

When it comes to a matter of changing diet or of improving diet, one 18
particularly involved in the whole social structure of a people. One has to focus

b
o
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at the beginning on how food is procured, what division of labour is necessary
I procuring it, how the food is prepared, and how it is divided within the
family. Those points are all strongly and intimately related to the whole texture
of their social life; and until we know that inter-relationship we cannot attempt
to motivate them, to make any change. We would not know how a change would
taken. So that our plan is to put two communities under observation for a
calendar year and watch what happens not only at any part of the year but
through the whole annual cycle—what happens when they are travelling, what
appens when they are at their more or leéss permanent places. In addition to
that we want to find out what to them makes life worth living, and what are
€ goals for which they strive; because any change again must be related to
that particular striving which they have. So the plan of study for the one year
18 a study of these two communities by social anthropologists—the men who are
Teady for the job if the funds become available; and in addition to that, their
observations would be supplemented by animalcologists and fishery experts and
agriculturists. At the end of one year we have a body of facts upon which to
ase recommendations. The fact is that these aspeets of their social life and
€Ir motivations will be relevant to any change in food. The recommendations
at the end of the year will be made by the combined observations of medical
men and social students. That is, in brief, the outline of the plan.

By the Chairman:
Q. Now, how do you propose to finance such a plan?—A. It is hoped we
get a grant from the underwriters. ,
Dr. Trsparn: The Canadian Life Insurance Officers Association; that is the
Insurance companies of Canada.
The Wirnmss: They are willing to make a grant conditional upon the
nlon government making a grant,

will
life
dom

By the Chairman:

A Q. In what proportion?—A. It was originally proposed to be fifty-fifty.
S 1t is arranged now the underwriters will give somewhat more than we are
Sking of the federal government. :

By Mr. MacNicol:

W Q. Why do you assume that the underwriters would be interested at all?
hy do you assume that Canadian insurance companies would be interested in
i‘hpr‘oblem away up there where there is no demand for insgrance?—A. Because
€ Insurance companies are interested in health—in improving the health of the
Ol community—and they realize that the health of the Indian is inter-
ated to the health of the whole community.
Q. Yes. T have no doubt that is right.

N Mr. Rem: As I listened to Dr. Tisdall I realized that the conditions at
hOI‘Way House must be as he has described them, but I am thinking more of
5 € whole picture of the Indians in Canada. Suppose that the committee
commended or that the government authorized the setting up of a survey to
80 in for a year, you would have a survey set up for the nine provinces; but I
nin thinking of the different conditions and the different status of the Indians
B all the provinces. A great deal of information that was given this morning
103; DI‘.' Tisdall would apply equally to the Indians on the Pacific coast, but a
wh of 1t would not; a great deal of it would not gpply. So I am wondering
th Cther if the committee recommended something with regard to Norway House

8 would embrace the entire Indian situation in Canada or would that be
One only for a small group? That is the thought I have in mind.
MI‘. STaNFIELD: It would certainly apply to the Indians in the maritime
Provinces anyway.

83718_2,}
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Mr. Bryce: The Indians would be classed as bush Indians.

Hon. Mrs. Faruis: I should like to give my support to Mr. Reid’s remarks.
With regard to the three or four reserves in our district, while they are compara-
tively small, I do not think the conditions deseribed at Norway House would
apply there particularly. There must be a great many reserves where those
conditions would not apply.

The Wrrness: I think you are perfectly correct and I entirely agree with
you. We have to begin somewhere with a limited number of men and a limited
amount of money. One set of studies would be followed by another set of
studies, so we would eventually get a comparative picture of the whole
dominion.

Hon. Mrs. Fauuis: And in that way that would apply to the majority of
Indians, perhaps, in the dominion?

The Wirness: We assume that it would mean that, but we would like to
verify our information by further studies in other years.

The CrARMAN: Dr. Tisdall, would you care to comment on that?

Dr. Tisparn: This point has been thoroughly studied with Mr. Hoey and
Dr. Moore and other members of the department. Unfortunately, Dr. Brown
was not in on those discussions. This study would apply in the operation of
the medical branch of Indian services to approximately 65,000 of the 130,000
odd Indians in Canada. They are the Indians who are in the worst condition.
This could not be applied to Indians around Brantford, Ontario, or around
Montreal, or some of the Indians in the maritime provinces, who make their
living in agriculture, or steel work, but it does apply in the opinion of these
experts of the department to approximately 65,000 Indians who are in the
worst condition. Again, sir, if I might answer your question—because I have
sat in with the insurance people—they have become convinced that the health
of you and myself may be wrapped up with the health of the Indian due to
the 1spread of this focus of infection that is so prevalent amongst those
people.

Mr. Rem: One of the reasons I asked this question—and I think this is an
opportune time to say this—is that in the growing of crops either for sale or
salability by the Indian and his family, I have been finding fault with the
handling of the Indians by those who know very little of the Pacific coast
Indians. For instance, those who have been brought up on the prairies have no
idea whatsoever about farming under irrigation where the water comes over
some nearby mountain. Now, last fall I was amongst the Indians who depend
on water from the hills. That land would not grow grain or grass without that
water; and if a survey were made it would not begin to touch the problems of
the Indians I have in mind and with which I shall deal later on in this
committee; because those who have never been up in the dry lands of the in-
terior of Britain Columbia have no conception of how those Indians could be
helped, and they are not helped. But as regards fishing, I shall place figures on
the record later on which will show Indian fishermen earning an average of
$2,500 a year. So that it is not necessarily the lack of food that is at issue.
Malnutrition may come from the wrong kind of food. However, I am going to
make some statements later on concerning people who talk about the poor
Indians and the number involved. That was the reason for my two questions.
I want the survey made in those districts where the people concerned will find
out the facts and not use Ontario, Alberta or Saskatchewan conditions for
their guide. For too long they have used them as a guide in so far as the
Indian is concerned.
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By the Chairman:

Q. Was it your plan, Professor Brown, to deal with a small group first
and probably take care of other groups later?—A. It would be my wish that
this should be a continuing study, but that would depend upon our finances.

e are starting out with one plan for one year, and we can base some recom-
mendations on our findings; and if people see fit'to employ.us further we can
do that indefinitely.

By Mr. MacNicol:

Q. If your investigation took place on reservations on which the Indians
do not raise vegetables now, would the investigation not fall- down partially
through their not having vegetables to provide the different calories or vitamins
as outlined by Dr. Tisdall?—A. I think, sir, in advance, not knowing the
Particular conditions before them, that any plan would have to be based
Upon an educational policy.  We have to think of the growing children. We
Possibly cannot change the habits in a year or two years or five years; but the
Plan would presumably envisage the inclusion of an educational policy.

By the Chairman.:

Q. Am I correct, doctor, when I say that this is merely ‘a fact-finding body

nd out what the fact is and then later make recommendations?—A. Yes.

Mr. MacNicon: You cannot find facts when the Indians do not raise

Vegetables. :

.. .. The Cramman: You cannot find the fact that they are raising vegetables

i .t}}ey are not raising vegetables, but we are trying to find out what they are

Yalsing and what they could raise, and what is necessary to help them to

T8lse these things. Now, those are the facts we can find.

h Mr. MacNicow: Exactly, but Dr. Tisdall based a lot of his argument on
€ Decessity for vegetables.

The Cramman: I do not think Dr. Tisdall is a vegetarian.

. Mr. MacNicow: I agree with Dr. Tisdall. He is right. Diversified diet is
Mportant, What I am thinking of is a score or two of reservations in the far
Borth which I have visited where they do not know what a vegetable is.

. The Wirness: Tt is quite conceivable that a survey would show that
&grl'culi’oure would not be particularly desirable or practicable. In that case
ed"l‘_catlonal policy would be based upon getting them to utilize whatever the
environment, provides for fully, if the environment does provide enough.

b Mr. Castiepen: It seems to me that the plan is good. With the best of
€alth and welfare I think it is going to be possible to put the Indians in a
EOSltlon to earn sufficient to provide themselves with the necessities of life and
2ealth; T think that has been lacking in the past. Mr. Reid has something to
?ay;.he has a different problem from that surrounding these bush Indians; but
think this plan covering probably half the Indians of Canada-is a com-
mendable one,
e It has occurred to me, looking over the Indians of the west, that a great
o any of them are handicapped because they have not the means, the ed'uca.tlon
o bhe training wherewith to earn money to provide themselves with the things
tfc essary for a decent life and health. There is no question, Mr. Chairman,
5 at if we go on and survey and also carry out instruction in hygiene and find
ut the capacity of the Indian to learn about hygiene and health, to take care

of the water that he drinks—
5 The CHARMAN: Is it not true that this is a ‘fa'ct-ﬁnd“ing body; they will
w(i}fl Ifri]ake recommendations as to maintenance and care until a later date; they

nd out the facts first?

to fi
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The WirnNess: Yes.

Mr. Castuepen: It is going to be as a result of those facts that they base
their recommendations as to the actual economy the Indian is living under and
whether he can support himself.

The CramrMaN: They find the facts and make recommendations; they
neither accept nor reject them.

By Mr. Raymond.:

Q. Do you know the approximate amount it will cost to go ahead with this
project?—A. This one year survey we estimate would cost between $20,000
and $25,000.

The Cramrman: Who would pay that?
The Wirness: The life insurance companies are prepared, we believe, to
allocate $15,000.

By Mr. Richard:

Q. Have you any reason to beleive that as the result of the conclusions |

you arrive at from your studies that you would apply those conclusions
generally to all the Indian population of Canada or only to those of particular
districts? Coming back to Mr. Reid’s point, conditions vary in British

Columbia from conditions in other sections.—A. My belief at present would be |

that we might make recommendations specifically for those areas which we

sample. We would hope to make that possible through studies made by the |

institution where modified versions of that plan would be available; and of
course you cannot draw up a blanket program for all Indians on the basis of
what one group needs.

By Mr. MacNicol:

Q. I would like to ask a further question. Supposing that this committee
recommends that the government vote so much money to permit investigation

under the plan suggested this morning by yourself and Dr. Tisdall, and supposing
that the representatives chosen by, I presume, the department were sent to

Lake Nipigon where there are three Indian reservations close together—

I can only name two of them. White Sand and Gull Bay—they do not raise |
vegetables to any extent on the Gull Bay reserve, but there is a 10-acre field |
where they raise some potatoes if they can get them out in time. I did not see
any vegetable. What did your representatives do there? They are a well known
band in a well known area and white people have been round about for a

long time. They are having great difficulty in getting their rights to fish in

Lake Nipigon and they are very much concerned about that because the
commercial fishermen have depleted the resources. Now, what did the repre-

sentatives do ‘at the White Sand and the Gull Bay reservations?—A, 1 would

not be able to make a recommendation in advance of studies. I say that if |
they do mot grow vegetables and it is very essential that they do—that is

that the other aspects of their environment do not give them an adequate
diet—the plan would have to be educational. Possibly vegetables would
not be necessary ; other foods might be utilized. :

Mr. Raymonp: I do not know whether I expressed myself well. How many
types of Indians would you say exist in Canada? I mean how many types of
living conditions. We are talking about the bush Indians now. What other
main types of Indians do we have?

The CuarMaN: Probably Dr. Mooré could give you that information. He
is from the Department of Health and Welfare.
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Dr. Mooge: In the report that was referred to at page 101, in the opening
Paragraphs, we say there are broadly four different types: there is the agri-
cultural Indian; there is the Indian who works in industry; but by far the largest
class of Indian is the bush Indian who is the single largest group to which you
an apply some common factors. Then, there are the fishing Indians on the west
Coast. T think in the broadest terms those are the groups. Of any particular
&roup we picked by far the largest one, with the largest geographical distribution
across Canada.

Mr. MacNicoL: May T ask Mr. Hoey a question? He has heard this very
800d suggestion in connection with vegetables. The department has made an

onest, effort, I think to persuade the Indian tribes to grow their own vegetables.
ould you tell us if you have had any encouraging signs of the Indians growing
Vegetables? Vegetables are very necessary, we all admit that.

th Mr. Homy (Director Indian Affairs Branch): 1 would say, Mr. MacNicol,
at the results within the last five or six years have been, on the whole,
®hcouraging. There is thig factor to which Senator Paterson referred—the ten-
ey of the Indian to abandon his garden at certain seasons of the year.
OWever, we have in mind a method of overcoming that. We have had Indian
aY school teachers throughout the country who were temporary eivil servants
a?d classified as such. Beginning next year we will have a complete schedule
of Indian day school teachers’ salaries which I think will be perhaps the best in
€ dominion. These teachers will be permanent civil servants commenecing on
ptember 1st. They will qualify for superannuation.
off In that, schedule we make provision for what we term a welfare and training
oh Cer.  This man will be a permanent civil servant. He will go in and take
arge of an Indian day school and will remain there not ten months in the year
ut twelye months, less the regular three weeks statutory holiday. We feel that
ore Presence of such a person the year round on a comparatively small reserve,
S two or three of them on a large reserve, will enable us to overcome to some
Xtent the tendency of the Indian to abandon his garden, :
e At the moment he has no constant direction. The.Indlan agent is too fa_r
I ay. We are hoping by means of educational campaigns to point out to bhe
Ndian that it is much more profitable to remain at home and cultlva’_ce _hls
8arden, not, only cultivate it, but to know how to cultivate it well and scienifi-
cally. I'think subsistence gardening has been on the whole measurably successful.
¢ourse, we are in times when the Indian has been securing gainful employment
€ reserve. This has hampered us to some extent. e i
Bos 0 addition to subsistence gardening we have been organizing community
w.lmS: particularly in Saskatchewan. The superintendent of_ welfare and training
1l Probably submit a statement to you on the organization and operation of
Oomm_unity farms. We are advancing loans from the revolving fund for the
(8anization of these farms. I do not think there is a better record anywhere in
) Mada than that record. With one or two exceptions they have repaid their
OMDS in full. Tt is a somewhat unusual thing for people engaged in agriculture,
lte or Indian, to do. You know the ecriticism directed against that revolving
M legislation when it was debated in the House of Commons and in the
istrlate,_and thé prophecies that were made at that time. It would be very
€resting if the members of the committee just read that debate. With one
uﬂg’VO exceptions the Indians have paid off thei!‘ loans in full anq they have
% . Up substantial surpluses. I think the organization and operation of eom-
4 nity farms, particularly in Saskatchewan, is one of the most hopeful signs T
Ve encountered in Indian administration.
5 Mr. MaoNicoL: Just one further question along that line. Senator Paterson
Ought up, 1 believe, the question of the Indians going out to pick berries. On
€ oceasion I was away up in Northern Ontario around the Ogoki River and
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there was probably a whole tribe from around Armstrong up there picking blue-

1
|

berries. Just how are you going to see to it that their gardens are looked after

while they are away? That is in a civilized area.

Mr. Hory: I am making this statement but I was hoping that Dr. Tisdall
or Professor Brown would make it and make it with a semblance of authority
that I cannot even attempt to imitate. I am convinced that, whether you
undertake this survey which has been submitted and outlined to you this morning,
this year or five years from now or twenty-five years from now, you will have to
do so sometime. You know how slowly government machinery moves, if indeed

at times it moves at all. T am convinced from my experience in Indian affairs
that some day we will have to come back to it and do what these gentlemen

have suggested this morning. Whether we do it now or twenty-five years from
now we are going to have to do it because we are dealing with the psychology of

a primitive people. We are dealing with deep seated habits; we are dealing with

social customs about which we know very little, but about which we ought to
know something. ; ;

This proposal developed in my mind from my desire to undertake edu-
cational surveys. After I entered the department I protested against the building
of schools. I do not think we should put Indian day schools or Indian residen-
tial schools in any territory or district until educational surveys had been under-
taken by professional educationalists. The educational needs of the people
should be studied and then we would know what kind of school should be erected,
whether day or residential, as well as what course of study should be provided.
I thought that should precede the erection of the school.

When I looked into the matter further and noted the nomadic tendencies of
the people, their lack of the resources necessary to sustain them, then I got into
the economics of the survey. Are there lakes in this territory? Can they secure
fish from the lakes? If not, why can’t they? Well, the lakes have become
depleted. Can the provineial authorities or the dominion authorities replenish
those lakes? At that stage you are getting into the economies of the problem.
~ Then, you come to the habits of the people, their nomadic habits. You
know the tendency in Alberta, particularly the southern section of Alberta,

. for the Indians to abandon their farms to attend the Calgary stampede, the

Regina Fair or even the Banff Fair. This has been going on for years and
years. They will take their children out of school and take them with them
in many cases. How are you going to correct those habits? Frankly, T do not
know. I wish I"did.

Mr. MacNicoL: Has the department in view any Indian doctors who have
become surgeons or anything like that?

Mr. Hory: We did have an Indian doctor at Caradoc who was a member

of the Six Nations band. I think he is out of our service and is practising his-

profession in Detroit. - \

To come back to this survey, you are dealing with the educational aspects
and the economics of the problem, sociology and the habits of the people as well
as a thousand and one inter-related problems upon which we should secure
information. I would be just foolish, I am looking foolish anyway, to come
here this morning and answer a question such as the one put by Senator Paterson.
Commissioner MacKay, of British Columbia, is constantly complaining of the
migration of the B.C. Indians south to Oregon or Washington. He has been
constantly complaining of this and has been brought to Ottawa to study it.

Mr. Rem: But that has been going on for a hundred years; you will never
be able to stop it.

Mr. Homy: We may not be able to stop it but we should have a sociologist
study the problem. I was hoping Professor Brown would tell us something of
his work amongst the primitive peoples in other parts of the world amongst

.
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wWhom he has worked. At the moment, speaking as a layman, I would say
Perhaps we may not be able to stop it but we should know the reason for it in
order to bring our general administrative program into conformity with that
hard fact. We should realize they are going to leave the reserve.

Hon. Mr. Paterson: But you cannot change their nature.

. Mr. Raymonn: I understand you have never made, in the past, any attempt
to make a survey similar to the one suggested?

Mr. Hory: I do not know if I can speak for Canada, but I am quite sure
that no such survey, along the lines we have in mind, has ever been undertaken
In Canada. Professor Brown could tell us what has been done in other countries,

ut I am sure we have never undertaken such a survey.

Mr. Marraews: You spoke of an official who would be a eivil servant.
You mean he would go right on the reserve and live there for the twelve months
1n the year?

Mr. Homy: Yes, sir, the welfare officer. He will be a trained officer with
tertain academic qualifications. We hope we will secure a man with a good

ackground. We will have to pay him proportionately but there is provision for
that In the schedule. I do not think there is anything to be discouraged about
0 this Indian problem. It is hard work at times but I do feel we are moving
In the right direction. The thing which worries me is that we are not moving
apidly enough.
Thi Mr.. MarraEWs: That would seem to me like a very practical suggestion.

his point arises in my mind: have you any plans in mind to cope with the
Problem if they persist in disregarding his advice? What would you do in a
Case of that kind?
I Mr. Homy: Mr. Matthews, our experience on the whole has been that the
ndians gare reasonably responsive. You cannot drive them, you -have to
Persuade them. A welfare and training officer going on the reserve would, first
of all, have to win the confidence of the Indians. He would have to be a man
9 Cha?acter and integrity, well trained and with a lot of missionary zeal and
“Rthusiasm in his make-up. I do not mean “missionary” in the orthodox sense,

& missionary zeal for better living conditions and for the advancement of

€ group in the midst of which he was working.

By Mr. Bryce:

& Q. Dr. Brown, from your vast experience, do you think we are up against
thgl‘ea_ter problem here than New Zealand had with the Maori? I understand
at sixty years ago when we sent missionaries out there, they just ate them.
the have never had such a problem here?—A. The Maori of New Zealand, after
f ¢ conquest, degenerated very rapidly and were depleted in numbers. They
alled. n health. Tt was not until a program of education was instituted on the
a0r1 reserves that the population began to rise again. Now, there are Maori
octors, lawyers and membes of parliament. There is an increasing population.
18 18 due to a definite plan of education, including health education.
Q. Education and health?—A. In the broadest sense, yes.

By Mr. Gibson:

% CQ. The problem of the Maori would not be as broad as the Indian problem -

z anada. The Maori were concentrated in one area?—A. It was simplified
© to the fact they were a concentrated unit.

By the Chairman :

A Q. Dr. Brown, what classes of primitive people have been included in your
aliléil&f?—A, I was in East Africa studying the natives for a number of years
e

n I was for some years in the South Seas.
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By Mr. Gibson:

Q. Have we better material to start with in our Iudians than you would
have in the natives of East Africa?—A. I think the Indians have made a good
adaptation and have shown a greater responsiveness than the natives of East
Africa, but the natives of the South Seas are a very interesting and adaptable
race, so I cannot institute any comparisons there.

The CuARMAN: Any further questions?

Hon. Mr. Brais: Do you not think it would be a wise thing to ask the
missionaries and the ministers as to this matter? They have been living amongst
the Indians all these years and know them very well. They know their habits;
they know their thinking. Do you not think they are the proper men to consult
about what should be done to improve the condition of the Indians?

The CuARMAN: If you are asking me a question I would say we would
be glad to have anybody who has any knowledge of Indian affairs come here to
impart the knowledge to us if he can. That will be done from time to time as
this session goes along. The present matter that is before us is as to whether
we consider that such a survey as has been proposed by Professor Tisdall and
Professor Brown would be advantageous to our deliberations, or advantageous
for the general education and welfare of the Indians. I suppose we are not
called upon at this moment to make a decision, but that is what has been
proposed. Mind you, we are assured that if we are prepared to make such a
recommendation the life insurance officers assoeciation of the Dominion of
Canada are also interested and will be prepared presently to ge into such a
proposal. Would you like to say something?

~ Dr. Tispatn: I might say they are holding a meeting on March 14.
This problem will come up before them on that date as to whether they will
be willing to make a grant of $15,000 on condition that the federal government
make a grant of $10,000. I do not think we should say they are prepared to do
it. We are led to believe they are giving it very sympathetic consideration, and
we have reason to believe that they will, but like everything else they may
finally say, “I am sorry”. ]

Mr. Gisson: Would it be helpful to you to know that we probably thought
well of the idea?

Dr. Tisparn: I would say if there is no indication from the federal govern-
ment they are interested to the extent of $10,000 the $15,000 is off completely.
It is on condition that the federal governement is interested enough in this
policy to contribute $10,000 to obtain facts and nothing else that the insurance
companies of Canada will contribute this other sum to the extent of $15,000.

Mr. Gieson: It has been suggested that we go a little slowly in these
matters. Let us fool them for once and make a quick decision.

The Cramman: Let me first ask Mr. Hoey if this matter has been dis-
cussed with the Department concerned with Indian Affairs, and if so, what
are your recommendations?—Do you think that it is feasible?

Mr. Raymonp: I believe Mr. Hoey said a moment ago that we would
have to start this project in five years from now anyway, so that no matter
when it is we will have to do it.

Mr. Hoey: Yes.

Mr. Raymonn: T believe that the cost will be very small for the knowledge
and experience thgt we will gain.

Mr. Stanrmerp: 1 do not. think we should lose any time. I think we should
go right on. I think it is the best suggestion we have heard yet.

Mr. Hoey: Immediately following the conference in Toronto at which
Dr. Thisdall presided I summarized the conclusions reached there and sent
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forward a confidential memorandum to the minister which is under advisement.
What action he is likely to take I cannot officially say. It has not been widely
IScussed by the senior officials for the simple reason we have not had time.
s difficult to get together, but it is outlined in my memorandum to the
mimister. He is familiar with it in a general way.

The CuArMAN: Are there any further questions?

. Dr. Moore: I discussed it with our former minister and with our present
Minister, and they were both favourable. They both thought it would be
advisable to lay it before this committee for their reaction, but I think they
Were quite favourable. Originally the suggestion was tentatively made between

. Hoey and myself that we would, between our two services, ask to have

€ money voted half from each service.

Mr. Castuepen: It seems to me that we should bring this matter to a
d. All we can do is urge. If it is in order I should like to move that this
Committee urge the department to give immediate and, if possible, favourable
Consideration to accepting this offer.

The Cuamman: Mr. Castleden, would you like to change that to say that
We recommend to the government?

Mr. CasrrepEN: Recommend to the government. I said “department”.

b “The Cuamman: You said urge the department. Would you change that
O Tecommend that the government urgently consider the advisability of con-

Bl uting towards a survey as outlined by Professor Tisdall and Professor
rOWn”?

heg

Mr. CasrrepEN: Yes.

Th? CuamRMAN: That is provided the life underwiters are prepared to make

ntribution as suggested.

Mr. Casrrepes: Yes, of course.

The Cramwman: Would you amend it accordingly?

Mr. CastrepeN: Yes.

Let a’fr- Garmepy: I would ask Mr. Castleden to make that a notice of motion.

s decide on it at the next meeting. It is a far reaching decision.
The Cramman: What date is this?
Mr. Garmey: The 6th.
The CramMaN: In any event, it is a matter over which we have no control.
Mr. Castiepen: All we can do is urge. .

h The CramRMAN: We cannot spend the money. All we can do is recommend
28t the Government consider the advisability and the government in its delibra-
1908 may decide whether or not to do it. _ :

thatMr. CasTLEpEN: Against the idea of delaying it I should like jiio pq;nt fc%ut

the elsltr_lless this is done soon the governement will have to consider 1t aiter
mates of the department have been brought forward.
The Cramman: We have a motion. Is there any seconder?
Hon. Mrs. Favurs: T will second it.
Mr. Garmepy: T am not objecting to the motion.

The CrarMAN: All those in favour of the motion? Contrary?
arried.

a co

lik The recommendation will go forward. Is there anything else you would
e to say to the committee, Dr. Brown? :
The Wirnpss: Not unless there are some questions.
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The CHAIRMAN: Are there any further questions you would like to put to
Dr. Brown? If not, I want to thank you on behalf of this committee for your
attendance here and your valuable contribution to outr deliberations.

Mr. MarTaEWS: Supplementing Senator Blais’ remark I am wondering to
what extent the clergymen and teachers submit recommendations along those
lines from their own fields, whether they may have made a special study of a
lot of these matters? I wonder if Mr. Hoey could give us any information on
that.

Mr. Hoey: Mr. Chairman, I cannot remember a proposal coming from any
quarter along the lines we have discussed this morning. I have had requests for
an educational survey. Repeatedly we have requests from a certain reserve for
agricultural surveys. We are asked to send in a trained agricultural man to
make soil analyses and that kind of thing, but we have never had a proposal
from any source I have knowledge of for a complete survey such as we are
discussing at the moment.

Mr. CastuepEN: I should like to ask Mr. Hoey this question. Do you
receive annual reports from the various organizations that are in charge of the
education of the Indians in residential schools?

Mr. Hogy: Yes; they are inspected by the public school inspectors.

Mr. CastLEDEN: Do they ever make recommendations to the department
with regard to educational matters?

Mr. Hogy: Oh, yes, constantly, on course of study, and so on.

Mr. Marraews: But not along the lines that were discussed this morning?

. Mr. Hoey: No, the average school inspector keeps pretty well to his profes-
sional tasks.

Mr. Castuepen: Have you any meeting of your Indian agents to discuss
these problems of administration? Do they not meet and recommend certain
action to the department?

Mr. Hoey: We had a conference of Indian agents in Toronto early in
December. They confine themselves largely to administrative matters. They
do not touch on policy. ;

i Mr. CastueEpEN: Do they not recommend changes? Do they not recommend
things they have in mind with regard to improving conditions?

Mr. Hoey: Oh yes, as to agriculture. They remind us that the wild animals
are being depleted, and all that kind of thing.

~_Mr. Castrepen: You have an annual meeting? You said you had a meeting
in Toronto last year? : '

Mr. Hoey: Up until two or three years ago we never brought Indian agents
together. We have brought them together twice now in the province of Ontario.
They have been brought together in the western provinces to hear agricultural

officials and officials dealing with such matters as family allowances, but up until

. that we had not brought them together regularly. We are hoping to do it in
the future. 2

~ Mr. Castuepen: Tt seems to me that these people who are in close contact
with the administration of affairs are the men who have experience which should
be valuable in formulating policy.

. _The Cuamrman: If that is all T have something else to say. Senator Taylor
is the new joint chairman of the committee. We want to extend our welcome
to you, Senator. As joint chairman of this committee T assume you will carry
on most of the work, as has been your custom in other activities. I am sure we

will profit very much by your guidance in our deliberations. I think we should

have a few words from you at this moment.

|
‘!\
el
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Hon. Mr. TavrLor: Mr. Chairman, and fellow members of the committee: In
my absence yesterday through illness I understand that action was taken
according to your statement. As far as I am concerned I am only too willing
to do all T can to assist this committee in its deliberations. As far as my duties
are concerned I know that they will be considerably lightened by the capable
Chalrmanship of the House of Commons chairman. I want 4o thank the com-
ittee for its kindness although I almost hesitate to say “kindness”. I have

€en interested in the work of the committee all along.

The Cmamman: If there is no further business we will adjourn, until
Tuesday next.

. Mr. Rem: I have one matter that I should like to discuss with the com-
Mittee. I do not know whether it has been discussed before, but I am placing it
efore the members of the committee now. The matter is this.

Due to the fact that the Indians, particularly in British Columbia, have for
OVer a hundred years been going back and forth, and due to the fact we are
mt_ergsted in these travels between Canada and the United States—I do not mean

S In any subservient way—I say that this committee might be well advised
glve consideration to having someone from the American Indian department
€lore this committee. That does not represent subservience of Canada to the
Nited States, but we have the same Indian problems as they have and they
May have had experiences from which we could derive benefit.
the The Cramrmaxn: You are a member of the steering committee: you can bring

Mmatter up at the next meeting of that committee, which will probably be
O-morrow afternoon.

1 The committee adjourned at 12.40 p.m. to meet again on Tuesday, March
b8t 11 am.
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

THE SENATE,
| Tusspay, March 11, 1947.

The Joint, Committee of the Senate and tife House of Commons appointed to

continue and complete the examination and consideration of the Indian Act

%}?ha.p_ter 98, R.8.C., 1927) and all such other matters as have been referred to
e said Committee, met this day at 11 o’clock a.m.

M Presiding: The Joint Chairman: The Honourable Senator W. H. Taylor and
r. D. ¥. Brown, M.P.

Present:

(© ‘The Senate: The Honourable Senators Blais, Johnston, Macdonald
ardigan), Paterson, Robicheau and Taylor.—6.

Ch The House of Commons: Messrs. Brown, Bryce, Blackmore, Case, Castlegden,

M arlton, Farquhar, Gariepy, Gibson (Comox-Alberm'), Harkness, thtle,

( élttheWS (Brandon), MacLean, MacNicol, Raymond (Wright), Reid, Richard
loucester), Stanfield.—18. :

i In attendance: Mr. W. 3. Ford Pratt, Private Secretary to the Honourable
¢ Minister of Mines and Resources, Ottawa.

Mr. Bryce, for the subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure presented the

g;sgj“ergi)(;rt of that subcommittee. (For text of Report, see, Minutes of Evidence,

On motion of Mr. Bryce, it was
: Resolved: That the report of the subeommittee on Agenda and Procedure
Presented this day be concurred in.

It was proposed by Mr Reid that consideration should be given to the
S?ttm%'&Sidepofpat leas«t? one meeting of the Committee ab which the Director
of the Indian Affairs Branch and such other officials of that Branch as the sub- |
gOmm1ttee on Agenda and Procedure should recommend could malke statements
nd be questioned “off the record”. It was agreed to refer the matter and the

selection of a date for such meeting to the said subeommittee.

Mr. Reid also suggested that prior to the determination by this Committee

%fl the definition of “hgﬁian” whichpshould appear in the revise of the Indian Act,

at the Committee should hear from the Dominion Ethnologist, Dr. Marius

a:gbeau. It was agreed to refer this matter to the subcommittee on Agenda
Procedure for consideration and report.

% Mr. D. F. Brown, M.P., Joint Chairman, read into the record the written

i%qrt of the Honourable Mr. Grote Stirling, M.P., with regard to his visit to
ian Reserves in his constituency (Yale, B.C.).

Mr. Thomas Reid, M.P. (New Westminster, B.C.) reported with regard to

g}s recent visit to the Indian Reserves in his constituency; and was questioned
ith regard thereto.

29
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Mr. William Bryce, M.P. (Selkirk, Manitoba), also reported with regard
to the visit he had recently made to Indian Reserves in his area and was

questioned thereon.
Both Messrs. Reid and Bryce filed with the Clerk of the Committee written
- briefs, which are printed as appendices to this Report.

It was agreed that at the next meeting further reports would be made by
members of the Committee with regard to recent visits to Indian Reserves in their
Divisions or constituencies,

The Committee adjourned at 12.55 p.m., to meet again on Friday, 14th
March next, at 11 o’clock a.m.

T. L. McEVOY,
Clerk of the Joint Committee.




MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
Tae SENATE, March 11, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons,
appointed to examine and consider the Indian Act, met this day at 11.00 a.m.
r. D. F. Brown, M.P., (Joint Chairman) presided.
The Crammax: If it is your pleasure we will open the meeting. Mr. Bryce
read the first report of the subcommittee on agenda and procedure.

Mr. Brycr:

will

1. Agenda for Session.

Your subcommittee recommends that the Joint Committee_continue
and complete the hearing and questioning of departmental officials, then
hear' representatives of Church and other organizations and, as soon as
Possible after the Easter recess, hear representatives from organized
indlazins and any other Indians whom the Committee considers should be

eard. .

It was agreed that at the next two meetings the Joint Committee
should hear reports from those members of the Committee who during the
last recess visited the Indian reserves in their division or constituency

“and that a time limit of 20 minutes be placed on each such presentation.

On motion of Mr. Reid, it was agreed that an invitation be sent
through the usual channels to the United States Government officials
responsible for the administration of Indian Affairs to come to Ottawa
and give information to the Joint Committee with regard to the admin-
istration of Indian Affairs in the United States.

2. Printing of Briefs. ‘ :

It is recommended that briefs from Indian reserves }‘ecelved- since
the prorogation of last Session be printed as part of our Minutes of Pro-
ceedings and Evidence.

3. Printing in French of Minutes. Ly

Mr. Raymond informed the Committee that the 200 copies in French
of the Minutes of Proceedings and Evidence ordered to be printed last
session have not yet been received and it was agreed that the Joint
Committee be informed of this, in order that the said Committtee might
take steps to expedite the printing of those copies and of the French

version of the reports of this year.

4. Employment of Counsel. .
After discussion, the matter of the employment of counsel was allowed
to stand until the next meeting of your subcommittee.
I move the adoption of the report.
Mr. Rem: I second that.
The Cramman: Moved by Mr. Bryce, seconded by Mr. Reid, that the report
dopted. All in favour of the adoption of this report?

Carried,

bea

31
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Mr. Case: Paragraph No. 2 of the report refers to briefs from Indian
reserves. Does that include reports of committee members?
The CramrMAN: I did not hear you.
Mr. Case: In paragraph No. 2 it says:—
It is recommended that briefs from Indian reserves received since
the prorogation of last session be printed as part of our minutes of pro-
ceedings and evidence.

Would that include briefs prepared by members such as myself or is it con-
fined to those received directly from the Indians?

The Cmareman: It is my understanding that paragraph 1 refers to the
reports to be presented by members of this committee. Then there are, of course,
some briefs that have been received form Indians during the recess. They will
also be made part of the record and printed. Are there any other questions with
respect to the report? : A

Mr. Rem: I have two matters I should like to bring before the committee:
now which I believe are of extreme importance to the committee. I think it
might be advisable not to put my remarks on record. (Off the record.)

The Crarrman: We have reports here of members of this committee who
have made investigations of reserves during the recess. If it is your pleasure I
should like to read to you the report of the Hon. Grote Stirling who is not now &
member of our committee, I regret to say, because Mr. Stirling was a very !
valuable member last session. He not only provided valuable counsél during
the sessions of the committee but otherwise performed services of value to this
committee.

- “Orrawa, February 17, 1947.

The CHAIRMAN,

The Joint Committee on Indian Affairs,
House of Commons,

Ottawa, Ontario.

Drar Sir: As a member of the 1946 select committee to consider the
revision of the Indian Act, I visited the reserves in my immediate
neighbourhood after the session, namely the two reserves at Westbank
halfway up Okanagan Lake on the west side and the Okanagan reserve
at the north end of the lake, which stretches in a northerly direction
towards Kamloops. Circumstances, unfortunately, did not permit my
visiting other reserves to the north and to the south.

The Indians on the two reserves at Westbank are really part of thel
Oksnagan band but there is little contact between them. The chief
lives at the Okanagan reserve, but the Indians at Westbank do nob
recognize him, but looked to a headman of their own, who died someé
years ago and they would like a successor to be appointed. The
difficulty has been to find a suitable man from whom leadership might
be expected. The log schoolhouse formerly used by the Westbank India®
children was taken down during the war and arrangements made for thé
children to attend Westbank public school. Unfortunately, they do nof
do so. There is a good school and teacher’s house on the Okanaga®
reserve, but there has been no teacher. There is more good farming at
the Okanagan reserve than at Westbank and a considerable amount 0f
stock.

The general appeal from the Indians that I met and from ‘the publi¢
who are interested in the Indians, is for more educational facilities, an¢
schooling to be taken out of the hands of religious bodies and placed_
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directly under the Department of Indian Affairs. And further than that,
that it should be the policy of the Department to collaborate with the
Provincial departments of education in the effort to offer to the Indians
I such province, the same educational opportunities as are at the
disposal of the public. ‘

Yours very truly,
GROTE STIRLING.”

Senator Fallis was going to present a report but she is not here. I believe,
enator Paterson, you would like to present yours on Friday?
Th SENATOR Paterson: I have three reports here but I have to boil them down.
€Y would take much too long. .
The Crammax: Mr. Reid, would you like to give yours now?
g . Rem: 1 was hoping to give mine on Friday when I would have had a
tUmma,ry brepared of the whole trip I made. Then I would not take longer than
Wenty minutes, However, perhaps this morning I could give a brief review of
anii TIps T made. On one of my journeys I made a trip of five hundred miles
Ro Visited first of all the Lillooet reserve. May I say I visited the 1arge§t
Man Catholic residential school in Canada and the largest Protestant resi-
ential school in Canada, one located at Lillooet and the other at Kamloops.
trmade short notes. I am not going to place too much on the record but I shall
Y to pick out, the salient points of-my trip.
s On my first trip I came to the conclusion that the Indi.zm agent has far too
of 8C 4 territory to cover. I am recommending to the committee that the matter
o ¢ area which Indian agents have to cover, the size of the district and the
X € of the bands, be given every consideration when we come to make
€Commendationsg,
03 This one Indian agent has an area of 245 miles to look after, 23 bands
St 212 reserves. A great part of his time is taken up in the office, and he
f ¥ has one man to help him in his office work. I found that it was impossible
or this agent, Mr. Strang by name, with headquarters at Lytton, to contact
Personally a1) the Indians under his jurisdiction. I found that some of the
guGstlons concerning the Indians were housing, education, and sanitation. I
+0und that many Indians were forced to go to the coast for the hop picking.
J I found g rather strange complaint from the Indians. As_you know the
4Panese have heen moved from the coast to the interior of British Columbia.
th ¢ Indians complained that since the Japanese have come into the district
€Y are not able to find employment, on the farms in the neighbourhood.
. The CHAIRMAN: The Indians are not able to?
b Mr. Rem: None of the Indians can find employment on the ranches around
2o0ut. The Japanese would not employ the Indians or anyone else. _They have
aken over large ranches. These large ranches, formerly held by white owners,
8ave employment to the Indians in the district, but since they have been taken
ver by the Japanese the Indians have been eliminated from employment thereon.
f I found on some reserves that the Indians engaged in mixed farming. I
ound a hand of Indians which had refused to take the family allowance.
‘hat shows a great difference in the character of many of the Indians. This
8OUp of Indians had very high ideals. I was told by the chief that anyone
OWn to take charity or help from the government was practically chased out
of the district, A
Reg&l’ding residential schools, I visited the large Protestant residential
sch(’O!vunder the Anglican church and in charge of Canon Hives. I found it was
“autifully located and well constructed. Everything was clean and spick and

»
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span. Besides educating the children the rudiments of mixed farming are taught
them, the children having to spend a certain portion of their time in farming
under supervision. They had a beautiful chapel. The Indian children attended
the choir in full surplices. ; '

Complaints were made both there and at Kamloops as to the lack of
machinery. I think the attention of the committee might be drawn to the lack
of supplies of that kind for the Indians. Housing, sanitation and education were
stressed by almost all groups of Indians whom I visited.

At the Kamloops Indian residential school Father O’Grady was in charge.
I do not mind telling you they put on a nice luncheon for us. It is the first time
I have been served by priests, and they did it very well. Certainly they were
extremely courteous. At the Kamloops Indian residential school the children
are given a general education, and under supervision take part in the farm life
of the institution. There is a sawmill in connection with this institution in which
rough lumber is milled from logs obtained on the reserve. Here again I found
complaints from Indians regarding the lack of lumber. The suggestion was made
that every encouragement should be given by the Indian Affairs Branch to the
establishment of small sawmills on the Indian reserves where the Indians could |
be employed cutting their own lumber and supplying lumber for houses not only
for the reserve on which they lived but other reserves as well.

I have nothing but the highest praise for both Canon Hives and Father
O’Grady. They seem to be extremely interested in the work they are doing.
Later I shall bring down a picture of the children at the Kamloops Indian
residential school which I think will surprise most members of the committee.

In each agency a housing scheme was stressed, and particular emphasis was
placed on sanitation and water. I found in this district there was water coming
down from the mountains supplying perhaps ten families on the way down. The
water ran past the door. It looked all right at the first house or community
I visited, but I saw that families were washing their clothes in it all the way
down. I wondered what effect that would have on the family at the foot. I
mention that to show that if we are going to do anything for the Indians we will
have to take hold of the situation with both hands and not allow them to carry
on in the rather slipshod way they are now. To my way of thinking there was
no reason why that water could not have been piped down from the mountain top
and a tap put in front of each house. If they could not put a tap inside the
house then they could put it outside, rather than taking water from an open
flume in which people were washing their clothes, and using it for eooking and
other things as well.

I want to say a good word regarding the Indian agents. They were extremely
courteous. They were placed at my assistance. I met Mr. Strang at Lytton,
and he went out of his way to do everything that was possible to help me. Mr.
Sharpe at Merritt did the same. So did Mr, Bruce, the agent at Kamloops
I want to put a word of praise on record for their kindness in showing us around.

I had another very interesting trip when I went to Chilliwack. There I met
13 bands. The time was set and the 13 bands with 100 present were there at
9 o’clock in the morning, and we had a very complete day of it. The group
comprised both Protestant and Roman Catholic Indians in the proportion of
about fifty-fifty. Strange to say that meeting opened with scripture reading by
one of the men.

Here are the salient points I gathered on that day. The Indians marry
extremely young and should be assisted. Many complaints were made regarding
the lack of houses. T found complaints that the Indians were under-nourished
due to lack of native food. An appeal was made for farming instruetion. There
were a great many complaints regarding lack of machinery. Another complaint
was that the British Columbia government does not recognize title rights. They

4




INDIAN ACT 35

complained against encroachment on Indian lands and that buildings which were
burned down had not been replaced. Several complaints were made there.
regarding the domestic water supply. The wells in the district were polluted.
Some Indians even had to buy water at the village three miles away. They
complained that social laws of the province did not apply to the Indians. For
instance, if an Indian is in jail his wife is in distréss. :
I think it only fair to say that the treatment in the past by the previous
ndian agents and staff was not very commendable. Until the list was pro-
dul}ed very few Indians had any idea that they were entitled to the schedule of
rations outlined by ‘the department. They were surprised. When I asked the
ndian agent, who was conducting me around to show the Indians what they were
‘allowe_d each month they told me in front of the agent that they did not know
anything at al] about that. I found that in many instances the Indians had been
eld d?‘Vn to 25 per cent of what that schedule provided for, due, sl_'lall I say,
0 Indian agents whose sympathies were evidently not with the Indians under
their charge. :
The Cramrmax: Mr. Reid, would you permit a question?
Mr. Rem: Yes. '

The Caarmax: You mentioned that the natives wanted native food. What
0 you mean by “native food”? A

f Mr. Rem: They look upon native food as being a plentiful sppply of game,
sh and wild fruits, which supply has been cut down due to restrictions and the

confining of the Indian within certain lands. He cannot travel all over the

Country as he formerly did and gather these things. In so far as game 1s con-

cerned he comes under the provineial laws which are fairly striet, and which the
ndian cannot understand. L .

i The Indians believe that the schools should be social centres and they believe
1at all the children in the schools should mix. Complaints were made about the
Vision of children. They complained to me in front of the agent and the clergy

vhat it was causing dissension amongst the Indians themselves. One Indian said

1 front of the whole group, “At one time Indians all one big happy family. Now
e children are being divided.” He said that was causing a division amongst the

Ndians which formerly did not exist. :

Mr. Martaews: They are divided in what way? i

Mr. Remp: The children are not allowed to mix. The children are divided by
schools or chureh. Divisions are created amongst them. That complaint was made
very seriously not only at Chilliwack but in all the distriets which I visited.

T They said that their ery for machinery had fallen on deaf ears in Ottawa.
h at was the complaint to me. I would say to the members of this committee

at the treatment of the Indians has not been all that it should be.
Mr. Case: May I ask what type of machinery that would be?

M Mr. Rem: In British Columbia the clearing of land 18 extremely costly.
any of you will realize the size of the timber in certain distriets when I tell you
at some trees in the stump are 6, 8, 10 and 12 feet across the top. They

¢annot he cleared very well by hand, and consequently in the past land clearing
as been slow and laborious by hand, blasting powder and teams. Now we could

r.ave large bulldozers for levelling and clearing land, and the Indians feel, and
180tly 50, that encouragement should be given to the development of agricultural
f?-nd, and they believe that can best be done by providing the proper machinery

Or the clearing of this land. 3 3

int M. Gisson: Do you believe that the Indians would ever cultivate the soil

elll ensively so that you could get back the value of your capital investment in

W}el&rlng the land? It would cost $500 or $600 an acre to clear it. I am wondering
ether they would go to work on it. ;
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Mr. Rem: In some distriets land clearing would not be as costly as right at
the coast, but up there I found a great many Indians endeavouring to eke out &
living on the hillside under irrigation. They were endeavouring to grow crops and
fruit for themselves, but owing to the large area that the Indian agent had to look
after no supervision, help or advice could be given to those Indians.

Mr. Gisson: What kind of economic circumstances are these Indians in ab
Chilliwack? Did they seem to be well to do? ]

Mr. Rem: They seemed to be fairly well to do. I can illustrate that by
telling you of an incident that happened. I knew when wé" arrived at 9 o’clock
and were going to be there all day that we had to eat something. I wondered
where we were going to eat until I saw eight of the young Indian women begin-
ning to prepare the meal. Naturally I was interested. I must confess before 1
went there I had some little misgiving about an Indian meal but I want to say
and place on the record that I never tasted a finer meal anywhere. The meal
served by this group of eight Indian women would have done justice to any
ladies’ organization in the entire Dominion of Canada. :

The CuaieMAN: Were they members of the Homemakers’ Club?

Mr. Rem: I do not know whether or not they had a club, but I know they
were members of the various bands that were present there. They had a si¥
course meal. They had a head table set out for six of us with solid silver cutlery
and fine china. I do not mention that boastfully but merely to show you how
well these Indians did that kind of thing, and how nicely they served that meal.
Before we started one of the Indians rose and said grace which I thought was
extremely nice, and was certainly unexpected. I did not expect they would carry
out all these niceties of life as they did. ‘

I have only one other report to make. I went to a place called Seabird
Island. There are 200 people on that reservation. When we met at Chilliwack
they requested that I go there. I did. The meeting commenced at 11 that day
with the Indian agent and Father Nolan present. There was an attendance of
about 40 members. A brief was presented, a copy of which I should like to hand
to you, Mr. Chairman, with regard to the houses. Following the reading of the
_ brief representatives of various bands spoke. Here again the Indians complained
that their children were instructed not to mix with the children of other schools-
That happened on three different oceasions. I would be reluctant to mention it
but on my three trips I found the same statenient made by the Indians not only
in front of their Indian agent but in front of the clergy, ministers representing
- the Protestant church and priests representing the Roman Catholic church. They
made that complaint in front of them.

Mr. Case: Did they say who had instructed them?

Mr. Rem: They said they had been instructed by the clergy not to mix:
Uppermost in most of their minds were the matters of farm implements, fishing
rights and inadequate food provided for relief. Relief for old people was par-
ticularly stressed and they said that if possible family allowances should beé
paid weekly to the Indians. The Indians cannot wait a month, and they thought
it would be better to get their allowance every week. Complaints were made that
‘no council chief had been recognized. I was surprised that although demands
had been made by the Indians for a chief who would speak on their behalf no
council chief had been recognized. I found that family allowances had been
stopped when children were sick, due to the lack of information. Again lack of
information was detrimental to the Indians owing to the fact the Indian agent
had too large a territory to cover, and he could not possibly visit those Indians:
It was suggested that a female welfare officer be employed. Again the lack of
houses and the lack of farm buildings was stressed. Complaints were made about’

"
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the relief grants. One man complained that with a family of seven $5 per .mon.th
ad been allowed. He too was surprised when we showed him the official list
of groceries to which they were entitled.
Mr. Gssox: Was he not getting the family allowance for his children?

b Mr. Rem: I could not answer that question. Probably it should have
een asked. Educational facilities were inadequate. I am only placing these
matters hefore the committee in a brief fashion. One could take up the whole
orenoon but I am endeavouring to keep within the time limit of twenty
;‘;}111.111’06?3_ I am giving you a brief resume of the three extepsive trips 1 made
od ich can be summed up by recommending that we look into the matter of
a ucation, the matter of housing, the matter of farm instructors, the matter
andmore Indian agents who can give time, thought gmd advice to the Indlans,
K that we give some thought to a recommendation to provide maphmery,
4 kalso that sanitary facilities likewise be recommended for the Indians.
Dk that pretty well covers what I have to say.

Mr. Marraews: You have given us complaint after complaint, complaint

alter complaint. Can you give us something that was right on these reserves?
at were the things that were done as they should have been done?

G Mr. Rem:  That would be an extremely difficult question for me to answer
ause you are asking me to particularize on a general question.
oth Mr', Marraews: With all those complaints you must_have found some
ier things that were done as they should have been done. Did you find such
0gs and if so what were they? :
ohe Mr. Rem: Well, I am afraid you have me there, Mr. Matthews; 1 have to
€ you a negative answer rather than a positive decision. ;
Mr. Marraews: Do you mean, in other words, that everything was wrong?
i Mr. Rump: No, I think that would be the wrong Wey to put it. I would
pustf, that everything I saw could be improved; I think that 1s a fair way fo
4 1t rather than to say that everything was wrong. For instance, when I
omplained ahout the agent having too much to look after, that 1s a situation
o can be improved, but that is no complaint against the agent or ’gfhe Indians.
a 0¥ the houses could be improved. That is not to say I did not find quite
Dumber of houses in fairly good shape; but generally the housing condition
be the Indians was found to be bad. - Now, when I spoke about relief, there
88 relief given but it was inadequate—not on accouns of the department ab
htaW& but on account of the administration of the special Indian agent. Now,
wat could be improved. There are various other things I have mentioried that
: ere complained of. There were some things over which we have no.controlz
Uch as the Indians throwing everything down and running to the hop fields;
nd that there i§ nothing to stop the Indians going to the hop fields, but I did

nd something to be said for the Indian hospital at Coqueletza outside of

Chilliwack. T is a hospital run by the government and 1 found that it is

eXcellenuy equi d that they are doing a very

. quipped and well looked after and tha& Bt S,

ii”lczable and I\?vlz)rthwhilev‘jrob and something that could be duplicated in many
er districts. 7

The CuarMAN: Thank you, Mr. Reid. )
T Eon. Mr. Jounsrox: I think you sgid that the chiefs of the bands were
cognized or listened to—by whom : 1 i
lik Mr. Rem: By the Indian aséent. They said that the chief should be just
d ¢ the head of a labour union. They said that when a union appoints a
elegate that delegate speaks for the union, whether to the employer or to
S0meone else; and they claim that when the Indians appoint a man as chief,
- %s their spokesman, that he should be recognized as their spokesman by the
Ddian agent. The complaint was made that in spite of repeated requests
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to have that done it had not been done. Mind, I think in fairness it should
be said that a new Indian agent to supervise the entire territory has now taken
" over ‘the office, and I think many of the complaints which I have just made
will be rectified by this man’s encouragement.

Mr. Case: Mr. Chairman, I might say a word here. I think Mr. Reid
has given us a fine report, but I do not think we should draw the inference
which seemed to have been drawn by Mr. Matthews that everything was wrong.
We went to these eastern reserves, but we were not necessarily looking for
things that were right, we were looking for the things that could be or should
be improved, and our reports may appear to be biased. A lot of things we saw
were right. It is difficult, Mr. Matthews, to report back on the things that
were right, because we were not necessarily interested in them.

Mr. MarraEws: I thought we were very much interested in both sides.

Mr. Case: We were much more interested in the things which were wrong:
Mr. Chairman, would it not be fair to say that the things presented were the
things that were wrong? The Indians were not concerned with the things that
were right, they were concerned with the things that were wrong, and naturally
they presented those to the visitors.

Mr. Rem: Did I do wrong or not when I went to the Indian band and gave
them an opportunity to lodge complaints? I said, “What have you to complain
of ?” Naturally, Mr. Matthews, I was hearing nothing but the worst side of the
matter.

Mr. Marraews: I do not want to be misunderstood for one moment, but I
want to hear both sides, and I think the committee has a right to hear both sides,
and I think we have heard both sides. It puts a little differerit colour on the
whole picture. My idea was that with all these years and all the expenditure
that has been made surely there must be a good deal of atmosphere around these
reserves that is pretty favourable. I know it would be a sad commentary on the
Canadian people if it were not so.

The Cuamrman: Probably we are not in a good position to judge because
of the fact that this committee has been in existence only a year and we do not
know the conditions that existed several years back; we cannot make any
comparison.

i Mr. Marraews: I wanted to get both sides and I think we have now got
em.

Mr. Castepen: Mr. Reid, how do those Indians make their livelihood?

Mr. Rem: Well, they make their livelihood in various ways. Some of them'
go fishing—they go to the coast fishing—and many of the young men go across
the line for a certain period of the time and come back with whatever they make.
Some of them make a living by farming, and I may say to Mr. Matthews that I
found one or two successful farmers, even though they were not able to obtain
from the department all that they thought they should have in the way of
;nachmery and in the way of farms. But I did find some of them farming in the
interior—fruit farming up in the irrigation district where water is badly required,
and here again I am going to make a criticism, perhaps, against the administra-
tion, that irrigation farming is the type of farming which has to be understood

if it is to be properly dealt with, and T am doubtful if it is thoroughly understood:
at Ottawa.

Mr. CastrEpEN: T gather that most of the Indians to 6btain their livelihood
had to leave the reserve in that area; I refer to the bread winner. '

Mr. Rem: Yes, I would say that at least 50 per cent of the Indians move
around to earn their livelihood, either in fishing or in the hop fields. !
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Mr. Castiepex: We found the same condition. I wonder what you Woul(‘iP

say would be the average income of a family on that reserve for the whole year?

believe that a good deal of their condition depends upon their ncome. Did
you have any way of finding out about that income?

Mr. Rem: Yes, I did make inquiries and those inquiries show the difference

in Indians. I did find Indians there whose average income would be probably
$1,000 a year.

Mr. Castrepex: For a family?

Mr. Rem: For a family. Later on, in fairness 1 should say I will place on
the record the earnings of the strictly fisherman Indian, and I shall have some-
g to say about him, because I think I will surprise t.he committee with the
amount of income tax paid and the salaries and wages paid.
Mr. Casrrgpex: I think that is good information. We have some figures
as regards comparison with the western Indians. Now, I have one other question
0 ask concerning the relief of the Indians. Did that band have a trust fund, do
You know? 3
I Mr. Rem: Yes, they had a trust fund and there again I foun_d a complaint.
am glad you asked that question. The request was made invariably wherever
}Ve went that there was too much difficulty in obtaining money from the trust
und. For instance, an Indian would say, “I rented this piece of my land here
and the money goes to the trust fund and then when I want -1t 1 find great.
dlfﬁcuhy in getting it.” 1 found in speaking to the Indians individually that the
men thought that when they rented a piece of property which was in their name
ia'nd. not in the name of the band—because there was property in the name of
I?dl'\’lduals and also in the name of the band—I am speaking of property in the
n?gﬁg of the Indian—that they thought they had a right personally to that

th ¥ and the complaint was made that it was too difficult a task to obtain
at trust money.

Mr. Brycr: Would these be under location ticket? '
14 Mr. Rem: T am not sure whether you would call it location ticket or not.
0 not know twhether we have the same system as they do in Saskatchewan.
_ Mr. Castimpex: Is the relief which is given to the Indians on that reserve
Paid out of the trust fund of the band or is it a grant from the department?

) Mr. Rem: As far as I know it is a grant from the department. I may be
rong about that; T shall have to check that.

M. Casrrepex: Is a statement of that amount given to any of the bands
officially?
i Mr. Rem: No. I found a good deal of ignorance—or lack of information,
all T say, in the minds of the Indians as to what trust funds are. The new
tgdfn agent, shall I say, threw new light on the matter and gave new hope

the Indj y ‘ ivi information which they had not
hithert h;%lr,ls whom I met by giving them the in

Mr. Casrrepex: Hear, hear.

Mr. MacNrcoL: T would like to ask a question.
0 thThe CrARMAN: Both Mr. Bryce and Mr. Matthews have reports to present
o the committee. Are there any other members who would like to give reports
§4 committee? BeyaE B

r. MacNicor: T would like a little further clarification on what Mr. Rel

2:12 Said. Mr. Reid has finished his report and this would be the time for us to
fos him questions. I am sorry that T was a little late, but I am a member of
in'el‘al committees, T felt T should come here, and I am glad I came. I came
at the time Mr. Reid was talking about Indians in some of the areas he visited
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using the principle of irrigation, and I heard him say—or I thought I heard him
say—that he felt that the department should give the Indian farmers more
information on the prineciple of irrigation: am I correct in my understanding?

Mr. Rem: Yes, you are correct. I found that the Indian agent had such
a large territory to cover that he could only visit, perhaps, once a year or every
two years, and these Indians were mostly working on their own. I thought if
there were more help provided, more supervision shall I say, more encouragement
and more materials, those Indians, under irrigation conditions, could be
greatly assisted.

Mr. MacNicon: Certainly if they have irrigation there the result of their
farming would be infinitely better than it otherwise could be if they did not use
it—the results would be better from the use of irrigation than without it. What
I was wondering was whether they had been instructed as to how to direct the
water to flow; how to make the channels.

Mr. Rem: No, they have done that on their own.

 Mr. Brackmore: Mr. Chairman, I gather from something Mr. Reid has
said that he had the impression that the department did grant enough relief if
the relief had been properly administered by the agent; is that correct? ‘

Mr. Rem: Yes, that is right. The agent who has not long left the service—
the new agent is different—but that old agent, I am sorry to say, in days pas}
was extremely niggardly in the matter of relief. As I pointed out, and I repeat it,
when the schedule from the department was produced showing what the Indians
were entitled to, it was a great surprise to the Indians; they had no idea that
they were allowed that much, because they were getting something like 25 per
cent of this amount—and that is not too much.

Mr. GiBson: Has the department not a standard form that they give the
storekeeper who lists those articles? I have supplied 10,000 of them myself
and the Indian agent, of course, has them. They were mailed from the Indian
agent’s office to the Indians and they took them into the store. It was a straight
requisition for a certain quantity of goods. It varied with various locations,
but I have never seen an Indian agent chisel on the quantity. He might con-
ceivably use his discretion as to who should get it and who should not get it,
but under normal circumstances I always found the Indian agents very reason- .
able and I may say I have had a good deal of personal contact with them.

Mr. Bryce: May I say, Mr. Gibson, that this is what takes place today:
the Indian agent sends an order to the store and the Indian goes to the store
and asks if there are rations for him there, and he does not know whether he is
getting what the Indian agent said he was to get or whether the storekeeper is
giving him a substitute. It is haphazard. ,

Mr. Gisson: The Indian in most stores always had the slip himself and
presented it to the storekeeper, and he is one of the hardest people to “gyp” in
this world. I have found the Indian pretty capable of taking care of himself.
If he knew he was entitled to six pounds of rolled oats he got his six pounds.

Mr. Castrepen: If he knew it. -

Mr. GiBson: They are not nearly as stupid as one might presume. I always
found that the Indians were pretty well able to take care of themselves.

The Cuamman: Gentlemen, before we get too far afield we would like to
complete the presentations of members of this committee by Friday of this
week. We will have no meeting on Thursday. I should like to give in order
the requests I have to make statements. I have Mr. Bryce, Mr. Case, Mr.
Matthews and Mr. MacNicol. Is there anyone else who would like to make &
report? Of course, there are Senator Paterson and Senator Fallis. Are you
going to make a report, Mr. Castleden? ;
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Mr. Castiepex: 1 shall be glad to but 1 am not prepared today.

The CaamMAN: Is there anyone else who would care to make & report?
Mr. MacNicor: You mean a report on the visits we made to the reservations?
The Cmamman: That is right.

Mr. MacNicor: Since the last session?

The CruarMAN: Yes. :

Ml‘- BrackMorE: Before you go on 1 should like to ask Mr. Reid one more
Question. Did he have any :dea as to why the agent was apparently neglecting
to give the Indians what they were entitled to? ~Was there some motive, some
Incentive?

Mr. Rem: 1 tried to find that out because it was very startling. 1 have made
the statement reluctantly to the committee but T felt it my duty to make the
statement I have made this morning S0 the truth may be, made known.
endeavoured to find out what the reason Was. When 1 say “agent” 1 mean the
agent, for that entire district. I endeavoured to find out why he had been S0
niggardly but as he had left the service I had no means of knowing. That
‘iltuatlon will be remedied from now on because the new Indian agent told me

at the past was gone and he was starting off under the regulations.

. Mr. Gisson: I might reply to that from my oWl experience. 1 think there
IS a certain desire on the part of some Indian agents to keep the relief budge
lfn their agency down to as low a figure as possible. That 18 probably due to the
‘aCt.that at times when they submitted these bills to Ottawa they may have
received some indication that the department was not particularly happy at the
amount, of relief costs. You will find the human factor enters into that. Some
éldlan agents might not be particularly concerned if their relief costs were high.
Bthers would feel they were doing 2 better job on behalf of the Indian Aff_anl‘s

ranch if their relief costs were low and might also feel that pyobably a little
%1 Vancement might come to them through running an economical agency- .
ink it stems from departmcntal policy during the war years and depres§1c;1n
%’ears‘ when we voted quite niggardly funds to the Indian Affairs Branch right
et in parliament. It may all come back 0 US.

1 Mr. Casrrepex: 1 should like to ask this question. I8 this relief paid by the
department, or is it taken out of the Indian trust funds? depart
The Cramman: ( uestion not be submitted later to a depart-
mental oﬁicer‘?R IAI;G rg)%utlgng;i%z& anybody in this committee has authority to
make a statement on that or has any official information except from the mmutes;
of the meetings that have already been held. 1f you will refer to page 16NIO
. our reports you will see that the cuestion of welfare 18 discussed there by Mr.
oey, the Director of Indian Affairs.

Mr. Gisson: It does not come from pand funds.

Mr. Rem: I am so st important statement regarding
Y : rry but I forgot a mMOS 1mp ; -
?ducatlon- It was Statedyby all bands of Indians that they believed -that m SO

.tar as education was concerned the appointment of teachers should be made by
e government,.

~ Mr. Case: Was it your intention to proceed with the presentation of these
reports now?

The Cuamman: Yes.

Mr. Casg: T have i mmittee before me
qn : not had the report of the steering €O
until this morning. Tt would not seen? to me to be possible for me to make an

Intelligent, summary in twenty minutes. Of course, I may not come up this
morning,
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The Cmamman: You will not. We have several others here. Senatf)l‘
Paterson is going to give his.on Friday. Senator Fallis is not here. She will
have to give hers later. I think we will have lots of time. We will be glad
to suit your convenience. If it is your pleasure we will proceed with Mr. Bryce.

Mr. Bryce: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen: I have condensed this to fifteen :
minutes. It was about an hour at the start. I have made it as brief as I pos- '
sibly could. This is in connection with the Norway House reserve. When Ii
visited Norway House Indian reserve, which is in the northern part of my con-1
stituency, I was not able to visit the chief as he had left the reserve on business, ?
but councillors Albert Balfour, Peter Walker and Tom Forrester were able to-
describe conditions on the reserve as they saw them. There were 987 Indians:
living on this reserve. The residential school, built in 1915, was burned down |
in 1946, and 25 boys and girls have been taken to Brandon to continue thelr‘.‘;
education, and the agent has also been able to find teachers to keep the day
schools on the reserve all going. There are approximately 140 children going to ’
these day schools. The attendance is very good. On this reserve the Indians:
must send their children to school or be deprived of the family allowance.

This is my fourth visit to this reserve and I found some improvement in the |
general health of both children and adults. Many of the active TB cases have
been removed to the new hospital at The Pas, which makes more room available -
in the local hospital. At the local hospital a doctor and staff are in attendance, -
but the hospital is not large enough to care for the number of patients see}(mg b
admission. There is a sawmill on the reserve and it employs about 20 Indians. |
Recently the sawmill established the industry of making fish boxes, which they :
have been able to sell without any trouble. However, the greater part of their |
output is lumber to build and repair houses on the reserve. i

i
Mr. GmsoN: Who established that sawmill? i
Mr. Bryce: The Indian Affairs Branch. i

A project which should be encouraged and developed is the building of -
houses for the destitute Indians on this reserve. They are being built close to
the hospital and store, and also close to water. When this project is completed, -
it is the intention of the Indian agent to have someone look after a number of |
these people and see that their homes are kept clean, and provide any other
assistance necessary. Some of the housing on this reserve is of a very poor type |
and much repair is needed to raise it to decent standards. |

i : : !

On this visit to Norway House reserve I found the children better clothed. ¥

In conversation with the storekeepers, I found that they have more than
i

doublegl their sale of milk, which now amounts to over two carloads in a season.
There is also a greater demand for oranges and tomatoes, which shows that the |

Indians on this reserve are spending the family allowance to the best advantage. -
The councillors of this band complained that the rations for destitute and
old people unable to provide for themselves are not sufficient. I went over the |
list of rations and found that the food provided was high in carbohydrates and
fats and low in proteins and vitamins, resulting in a very unbalanced diet.
The members of the council also asked that old age pensions be paid to the
Indian people.

Agriculture could not be developed here, as all the surrounding country is
serub, rock or muskeg, and small gardens are the best that can be expected under
these conditions.

. The religious welfare of the Indians on this reserve is looked after by the
United Church under the guidance of the Rev. Norman MecLeod, and by the
Roman Catholic Mission under the direction of Father Chamberlain and the
sisters, and this mission carries on a school for resident and non-resident pupils-

e

-

1
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“Thi ital, wi i ‘ . Onallmy
This reserve has a 16-bed hos ital, with a resident doctor and staff. On all
Visits, the hospitalaias always ha% more patients than accommodatloclil pﬁ'owdeg
%, Which shows the difficulty under which the staff must work, and the ilee
or & larger hospital to take care of the Indians in the surrounding distric E_. -

€ councillors drew my attention to the great meed for conserva 10r
measures 1 safeguard the fur-bearing animals on which the Indian trappe
pends for his living. :
€y are prepari%g a brief to be submitted to the committee of the Senate
8nd House of Commons on Indian Affairs.

The Cramrman: T mi ht interject here that I hope that the members of the
Committee wij) personally %ook ovex'1 this brief because in addition to the narratlﬁe
e brief there are many very fine photographs affixed to it which portray the
Sy probably better than the narration. ‘
Ommissioner Raymoxp: It is a very well prepared brief.
Mr. Brycp:
Cross Lake Reserve—When visiting in the north I was able to hire an Indian
ad a cange to take me to Cross Lake reserve, 60 miles distant from Norway
¢ Ouse. The journey necessitated six portages and gave me a wonderful oppor-
Uity to see the north country. ] : :
T T0ss Lake reserve comes under the jurisdietion of the Indian agent a
I\Om’ay House. There are about 800 Indians here, of whom 90 per cent a}l}'e
Treaty Indians, Here is situated one of the largest residential schools in tt‘e
dorth, 1 is operated by Father Trudeau and quite a Iargg staff of pries ‘S,
brother and sistérs. The building is modern in every way. There are also tt\:']o
&y schools in Cross Lake. The United Church is also active here under the
SWidance (f the Rev. I. G. Harvey. \ { e
; here is no nurse or doctor at this point. Minor ailments are treatef )i} i
Isters at the residential school and by the minister’s wife. The nearest f"? o1
is. t orway House and he is called in case of serious illness otler than
IS routine calls, which means a journey of 120 miles. : AN
ad a talk with Chief H. Beardy but did not see the councillors “i]v()"'ﬂeu
aAWay wor ing. The Chief would like to see old age pensions ?I)Dllfl “f .1...1an3.
He i Satisfied that no person on this reserve is wasting the family a.l i e
the 1oeg) storekeeper whom I interviewed on the matter was of the aam-i :)]l)'l‘ﬂlolzi.
lief Beardy would like to see the reserve enlarged and morel(‘}.:d e ilén
" DIoUght in. "Thig reserve is the only place in the north where "aive }s .
PrAIn grown, That is'in any quantity. The brothers at the residentia sc} 130
}I]‘ad 800d stands of wheat barley and oats, which shows what can b.e‘ llnn‘e ere.
he chicf also suggested that there should be a district nurse on tlu; 1(\1(\/(; ;
here hag never been any commercial fishing on Cross Lak}e E};l‘} t\ifl ; Il]légt-
y 3Jltz(ious that none should be permitted in the future or the fish
Aae fate as the fur-bearing animals. ) R
to wh nt this reserve eight houscég are being built for the destitute Indians, similar
a

18 being done at Rossville. These houses are being constructed of logs.
rought in

IS vep
the S

; indows, floors, ete.,.

by the Indians at so much per log. The doors, windows, .

are being Supplied by th: 20vernment.p There is a foreman ap, Il)\?lnud a?{%tf::

t“}'lork Va8 proceeding satisfactorily when 1 was there. A blo r:vagu ey

an?jse houses will be fairly close together and one person will be able to sup
Provide assistance if the occupants require it. : :

ang e chief said that the rations supplied to old Indians were not sufficient
Dot suitable ;

. 8 : , : llent

. Visited the regi i 1 and noticed that _the ch11dre1_1 wore exce

Clothmg made fiolr‘f:léii:rcl:ﬁefic};i?nya?miforms. I think that this is one of the

~ U%es that discarded uniforms could be put to.
842799
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The sisters, and Homemakers’ Club, are making a splendid contribution toi
the welfare of the Indian community and could be copied by other reserves. !

Chief Beardy and his councillors, were preparing a brief to be submitted to
the committee on Indian Affairs. ;

Berens River Reserve. 1 was not able to visit this reserve as thoroughly as
1 would have liked, as I had to get away on the same boat, only having a stay of|
a few hours. I met Chief William Berens. He thinks that the Indians on this
reserve should have their family allowance paid by cheque the same as other
Indians. That is one reserve where they go to the store and get goods. They!
do not get their cheques. |

The housing on this reserve is very poor and many homes are needed. ;

. Both denominations are represented here and are looking after the religious
welfare of the Indians. A great many of these Indians find work on Lake Win-
nipeg during the fishing season and also around the mines. There are about 400"
Indians on this reserve. There is a hospital which is supervised by Father G-
Pinette and the sisters. A doctor is badly needed, as the nearest doctor is a long
distance away. It is about 150 miles to the nearest doctor. i

The Mission also carries on a school here and the sisters assured me there
had been good attendance. Samples of the work were shown me while theré
a}?d same was a credit to both the Indian children and the sisters who taught’
them. ) g

i

Lake St. Martin Reserve. At Lake St. Martin I met Chief John James ‘SinclairqE
who impressed me very much. He, like other chiefs, thinks that the old agé

pension should be extended to the Indian people. i

He complained about the poor hunting, for although his reserve containf
6,000 acres, there is practically no hunting left. He also drew my attention t0
the fact that they have to pay for a licence to fish in Lake St. Martin. He main*
tains that the treaty they made with a previous government granted them thé
right to trap and fish. This is a matter which must be straightentd out between
the province and the dominion, as the licence fee is collected by the provineial
government. E

The housing on this reserve is exceptionally poor and I found familieif;
living in one roomed shacks not even fit for cattle. ;

I was able to visit the school during school hours. The school is in a dilapi*t
dated condition and must have been bad even before the war started. Theré
are 49 on the roll, and four over seven years of age, who should be going 0"
school. The school is mueh too small and there should be two teachers, as oné
half of the pupils get 12 days’ teaching, and the other half get 8 days’ teachi-ngrz
per month. This situation should be immediately improved, without waitinﬁ_‘:é
until the report of the committee is published. There are 130 children unde™
school age on this reserve and 16 or 17 of these will be ready for school ¥
1947. The teacher’s residence is ample and could accommodate two or thré
teachers. The teacher has been here five vears and must have real missionary
spirit to have continued her work for this length of time under such condition$:
There is no opportunity here for pupils to take grade 8. 2

 Throughout the reserve I noticed only one pump which would supply good:»‘J
drinking water. The rest of the water supply is taken from the lake.

On the reserve here agriculture could be encouraged and there is an agr¥
cultural instructor for these three reserves—Lake St. Martin, Fairford and Littl?
Saskatchewan, which are reasonably close to each other. However, it seems t0
me the instructor has his hands full looking after other matters which are reallf
the duty of the Indian agent. ;

4
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¢ Cattle raising should also be encouraged here, as the country is suitable
or it, A

_ Little Saskatchewan Reserve. The sun was beginning to set when I reached
is reserve and 1 had not the opportunity of visiting as many homes as 1 would
have liked. !

I went, first to the home of Chief Charles Summer, with whom I had a talk.

e, like other chiefs I have met, is quite anxious that old age pensions be granted

to Indians and thinks that Indians in advanced years are not as well taken care
of as they should be. : ;
. He has the same complaint to make about fishing and trapping as Chief
Sinclair of Lake St. Martin. He maintains, according to the treaty, that he
Should not need to pay a fishing licence to the provincial government to fish
m Lake St. Martin.

He also maintains that the family allowance cheques, at least a number of
them, are being spent or handled for the Indians by the agent. Because 1t was
late, T haq not the opportunity of interviewing the people who were having then‘
cheques handled for them in this fashion, but no doubt this can be checked into

Y the department to see if some of these people are not quite able to spend their
cheques to the advantage of their children without the assistance of the agent.

_Everyone I met here complained of the distance they have to go for their
mail, and the chief thinks that a post office should be established on that reserve.
1e nearest post office is nine miles away.

I met the school teacher, a Mr. Basham, who told me he has 20 on the roll
and that the attendance is very good. I was disappointed to see that there was
10 well in the school yard and the water is all taken from the lake for drinking
Purposes. The supplies at this school seem to be poor and I think should be
glven some attention by the inspector, or whoever is responsible for the supplies.

he highest grade at this school is grade 5. : £ [

I visited the farm instructor who seems to be the main man for this reserve
and the two adjoining reservations—Lake St. Martin and Fairford, and I think

instructor, He had the pure bred bulls, belonging to the department, rounded
Up at his barn and wasetarm)king care of them for the winter. No doubt this is the
Surest way to make certain they are properly taken care of during the winter,
but I think someone else should accept that responsibility, to allow the farm
Istructor to do other more useful work that he is no doubt qualified to do.

Fairford Reserve. risited Fairford Reserve on a day W_hen the temperature
Was around 30 deg;)eees l})e};ate There was no chief at that tune, but as I under-
8t00d it, & new chief was going to be appointed very soom. I saw the past chief,

OWeVe!-’ and a few of the councillors. . 4 b
St O}PS is quite a large reserve but I found the housing to be poor and n muc
repair.

I also found a great / old people here—some of them over 80 years of
8¢, and a housing sgchemerj]:sc}h as ié) beli)ng tried out at Norway House and Cross
" ake, could be tried to advantage here to house these very old people. I visited

1€ school and met the teacher, who has an enrolment of 24, but the attendance
Was only 60 per cent. The schoolroom is situated in the school residence, where
€ distriet nurse has her headquarters. She has her dispensary and living
Quarters here ton, The school was very cold when I was there, although T admit
1t was g very. cold day outside. The wind was plowing right in through the
;vlﬁldow sashes and this could be remedied, I am quite sure. The ceiling of this
cc_Qol room is 16 feet high. There is absolutely no need for that height of a
ie1lmg where there are only 24 pupils, and something should be done to lower
at least 4 feet and allow the teacher and children to have some heat on the
84279_23
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floor of the school. Upstairs in this building there are 5 rooms and the fire
escape is on the opposite side to the two bedrooms being occupied. This should -
be changed or additional fire escapes put on this building, as it would be a
regular fire trap should fire ever break out downstairs.

Travelling down to Lower Fairford, which is on the same reserve, I found
the school there in fair shape, but it has been closed for three years, and 47
children of school age, who should be getting an education, have had none during
this ‘time. There is something radically wrong here. This school should be
opened and these children given an education.

The grievance everybody had here was that the post office had been moved
to the north side of the river after having been on the south side for over 50
years, and while it may not create any great hardship in winter time, it does -
when the river is open, and they hope that their post office will be re-established
on the south side.

The services of the district nurse, who has her residence on this reserve, are
in great demand at all times, as she also serves the adjoining reserves of Little
Saskatchewan and Lake St. Martin. While this is a step in the right direction
no doubt the solution to this problem would be a small hospital and a doctor as

~ well. !

Fisher River Reserve: On my visit to Fisher River I was able to have an
interview with Chief James A. Murdoch. You will notice the good names of
these Indians up there. This reserve is similar to other Manitoba reserves in my
constituency. There is an Indian agency here and a hospital, to take care of the
people on this reserve and the adjoining reserve of Pequis.

Most of the Indian homes are settled on the banks of the Fisher river and
are mostly of log construction, and can be compared favourably with the average
homes found on other reserves. But this does not say that they are good and
cannot be improved upon. ;

It seems that a school has been promised on the west side of this reserve
for some considerable time. It is really needed but has never been built. I am
sure that this is a place where day schools could be built to the advantage of
the Indians. i

In discussing complaints and grievances with the chief and others in the
band, they mentioned that they would like to be granted fishing rights from
Birch Point to the north end of Moose Island and across to the west side of
Mitchell’s camp. This would be for the settlers who live around there. Their
greatest fear is that the large fish companies may come in and take away the
largest quantity of fish, and the smaller fishermen cannot compete against them
in the same way. They also raised the problem of spring fishing. I have been
unable to get to the bottom of this statement but evidently at some time some
minister of the provincial government made a promise that they would be
granted a territory for spring fishing.

In discussing the rehabilitation area for the preserving of muskrats, I
gathered that they are very critical as to who will benefit most. It was argued by
some of the Indians that this conservation scheme should be for the benefit of
the Indians, but they maintain that the greatest number of trappers are white
men. This, also, is one of the problems which must be faced by the provincial
government, who are carrying out this work in co-operation with the dominion
government, 3

Another complaint was lodged regarding treaty rations, which evidently
were in force a number of years ago and have been discontinued in recent years:
No doubt the department could give some information on this. '

The desire was also expressed that more used clothing should be allotted
to the destitute people on the reserve. :

o

]
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With the increase in population at Fisher River, the chief and councillors
consider that they meed additional land on their reserve SO _th'at the younger
people may be able to get some land to carry on farming activities.

This would also be an ideal place for the erection of a few homes for the
old people who can no longer look after themselves. This would be similar to
the work undertaken at Norway House and Crogs Lake. The logical place for
these schemes seems to be near the agency buildings. R :

Farming operations are carried on on & small scale on this reserv.at_l(_m agnd
a small quantity of livestock could be seen around. Being closer to c_wlhzatlon
than some other reserves, and also being near the terminus of the railway, and
the Indians can find remunerative employment from time to time. :

i 1 had the pleasure of meeting the doctor and the nurses at the hospl.tal.

fter talking with them, and looking the situation over 1 general, one realizes
Yhat an asset a hospital is among people, such as these, whose health is of &
ow standard and in constant need of medical care and attention.

. .Pequis Reserve. When visiting Pequis Reserve, 1 found Chief Alexan{ier
mllhams to be sick in the hospital, so I visited him there. He was & very.smlé
n&n’oggwﬁver,h and I made my visit as short as possible order that I woul
r-tire him.

T was able to meet some of the chief’s councillors, and they had much the
same story as the chief and councillors of Tisher River. .

They seemed to be a dissatisfied people, as they talked about the good
reserve they left at St. Peters, before transferring to Pequis reserve.
1 1 understand that on this reserve, location tickets 'l}av_e been given to the
1nd1ans. But they claim there areé no fish or ducks and it is 14 miles from the
ake shore,

li This is one of these reserves where agriculture could be encouraged and
vestock increased.

In conversation with the chief councillors and Indians, it seems to be their

honest belief that they have been cheated in some Way by being taken from St.
eters reserve and put up there. 1 do not wish to g0 into. detail about it, bub o
feel sure that this will have to be straightened out in some way by the
department, before we can have contented or satisfied Indians at this reserve.
St. Peters reserve is in some Way connected with Pequis reserve, by surrender
%f certain lands. On St. Peters reserve today are Indians who did not move to
equis and also some who have come pack, 1 have tried to find out what the
iltuati(?“ is but it is very complicated and no doubt the department will have
0 straighten this up. 3
Evidently there is no chief in St. Peters at the present time and there are
continual grievances regarding land, and the renting of hay land to outsiders
when the Indians claim they need it A
__There has also been a sale of land to the Soldier Settlement Board, which
évidently has been given back to the department again, 1t will be necessary,
thnli}[(’ for the department to try and straighten out this slxtuat(;llpr} s.ils’;).t i
Many of the pe is reserve are employed in the 2 joining tow
E‘S}llklrk and are ng ?lgﬁ%bgnm?c; better off than & lot of the other Indians on
er reserves. ; y
To sum up my remarks on I visit to the different reserves in Selkirk
constituency; Ipha\};e fi‘r;jeﬁed apprzximately 2,000 miles by steamboat, canoe,
train and automobile. :
T had intended to visit Grand Rapids bub the boat Was unable to call,
owing to a bad storm on the Lake. I also intended to visit the reserves on the
east side of Lake Manitoba, also in m¥ constituency, bub owing to weather

conditions was unable to reach them.
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On looking the picture over, and comparing one reserve with another, much
the same conditions prevailed.

There certainly should be more day-schools, and every opportunity should
be given to children of school age to attend. While the residential school may
have a place in the Indian community for children who are too far away fromt
a day-school, or are without parents to look after them, the day-school seems
to be favoured where the child can avail itself of some family life. I was
surprised to find a day-school that had been empty for three years and 47
children of school age not having been taught for that length of time. There 18
something radically wrong when a matter such as this is allowed to go unrectified.

The people are not well, they seem to be undernourished and lack initiative.
I have noticed where they are employed by an agency or by a white person, over
a period of time, and receiving regular and nourishing food, they are more
energetic and take a greater interest in the job they have to do.

Perhaps the aged peopjle should be considered next, as there are many old
people on the reserves who are not being properly . cared for. The plan that is
being tried out at Norway House and Cross Lake I think should be encouraged,
as it seems a good one. And if they were to participate in the old age pension,
the same as everyone else, this w ould not be a burden on the Indian department.

The grievance of all the chiefs I met, on all the reserves, was that the
government had not kept the treaty that was made with each band so many years
ago, and this is one thing that the Indian committee should do—try and get the
relationship between the various bands, and the government, put on a cleal‘
understanding with regard to their trappmg and ﬁshmg rlghts

There should be additional hospitals built to take care of the sickness which 18
rampant among the Indians, and more district nurses could be’employed to
advantage.

I also found that the Indian agents live a very long way from some of thes
reserves, and when an Indian agent is so situated that he ecan only visit his®
reserve three times a year, I do not think that is sufficient to give the gmdance
and supervision that the Indians require. I have also formed the opinion thab
the Indian agent has to be more than just an agent; he has to be possessed of
many fine attributes and characteristics; he has to be a man with great foresight;
a humanitarian with a true missionary spirit, to achieve results that will be
beneficial to the Indians as a whole. ;

The CrArMAN: Thank you very much, Mr. Bryce.  May I repeat what I
have said earlier, if any member of the committee is interested seeing them, MI:
Bryce’s brief containg many interesting and valuable photographs. I suggest
it might be well for members of the committee to avail themselves of the
opportunity of looking at them.

Mr. Ricaarp: You referred to education, in your brief. I would like t0°
ask you this, do the grown-ups appear to take an interest in the matter ol
education? Are they aware of the need of education for their children? -

Mr. Bryce: Yes. Almost every Indian to-day wants his child educated:
I have a number of letters in my files which I can bring down which show that;
the Indians have requested that education be taken away from the churches and
that education be carried on by the government.

Mr. Ricaarp: They do take an interest in it? i
Mr. Bryce: They have great interest in education. I think everyone who
has visited with them will bear me out in that statement. They are very

anxious to have their children educated.

Mr. Case: Is there any indication on their part of taking an interest in "‘
mining mdustry in the far north? Do they go there and take jobs?
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Mr. Bryce: Well, they are Very handy working around machines. Yes,
they have done that. There are some Indians—I could not vouch for how pure
Indians they are because there has been such extensive intermarriage that 1t
is hard to tell just how pure they are now—but there are Indians who can take
an outhoard motor off a boat and take it down completely and rebuild it, Indians
who have never had any education along that line in their lives; and they will
put it back together again. Or they will take down 2 caterpillar tractor. It 1s
really wonderful to see them., That is true of those particularly who have been
fed in the normal way. The man who has lived back in the bush lacks mltla.tn’re.

Mr. MacNicor: There is just one question 1 would like to a‘.sk. b S
mentioned in your report the Fisher River reserve. 1 have been in Manitoba
?}I]‘d on the Fisher River reserve, and I know that there are no areas aroun

ere that we would consider fit for farming. :

_ Mr. Brycr: That is good cattle country, which 18 the branch of agpculture
which T would recommend. There is 2 Jot of land there which runs right oub
mto the lake.

5 Mr. MacNicow: I know, I got my foet wet there. Tt really is not farming
ountry but rather good for cattle raising. 3

Mr. Brackwmore: 1 had some questions concerning that l_and which was
%m‘(‘»nder(‘.d or sold for settlement on one of those reservations. Did Mr.

ryce find out any reason why it had been done?

i Mr. Bryce: Since 1 came down to Ottawa about four years ago 1
ried to find that out. There is an act of parliament, 1 believe, whereby this land
was handed over to the provincial government. And then Pegwish, who was
chief of St. Peters reserve in" 1900-something, the early part of the century any-
way—1 think they got $90 each and they moved away- They claim that he was,
only one man who made that deal and that the band was never consulted. Hovxﬁ-
iver that may be it got into the possession of the provincial government. Well,
then there was other land which the Indian departxnent~0wned. They handed
1t over for something like a dollar an acre—Mr. Pratt bere probably knows more
about this than 1 do—they Dought it anyway and they €870 it, to the Soldier
Settlement Board after the last war for soldier settlement purposes. 1 gnderstat_:
i has been handed back now to the dominion government, they don't want {;6
y 18 largely hay claims. It was & regular mix-up and 1 was in hopes it might be
straightened out. : e

_The Cuamrmax: Th iust reminds me; if you look at section 1S and fol-
lqowmg. in the Indian jlxgtﬁ ]dealing with soldier settlement. That might throw
some light, on the subject for you.

th _Mr. Brackmore: The surrender was made In respect Of the last war rather
an this one.

Mr. Bryce: Yes.

oX The CramrMAN: Now, Mr. Matthews we would like to hear something from
u, 5 {0 ¢

Mr. MarrHEWs: I am not ready today, Mr. Chairman. i o

~ Mr. Rem: I wonder if we could ot some information OT this point, WRIGH .
think ‘would be of interest to the mer%lbers. 1 would like to have mermat‘:Oé" if
iud} is available, as to whether or not Eskimos are considered anddtrﬁa ed as
Indians, T think that is a matter W€ should go into. 1 understar{l. there :is _? ;
judgment, of the Supreme Court which says that Eskimos are Tndians; and Y
such is the case, I think we chould go into it. | 1 will give you T
. The CHAIRMAN: peen a judgment given and I Wil 81VE
citation (1939 SéNR,T 1h()e4f;3 hgl‘shere is blound to be some discussion on it, when
We come to revise the definition section in the Act.
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Mr. Brackmore: I would like to ask Mr. Bryce one more question if I may.
It has to do with the school that was closed for so long. Was Mr. Bryce able to
find out whose responsibility it was, the closing of that school? Was it the agent’s?

Mr. Bryce: It was the Indian agent’s responsibility to keep the school open.

Mr. Brackmore: I thought Mr. Bryce talked with the Indian agent?

Mr. Bryce: Oh no, the Indian agent lives over two hundred miles away
from the Indian reserve.

Mr. Ricuarp: Would it be on account of their not being able to get a
teacher? :

Mr. Bryce: It may have been that. Anyway there were 47 children who
should have been getting an education according to the law of Manitoba and
they are not getting it.

Mr. Brackmorg: I would like to ask Mr. Bryce one further question aris-
ing out of that. Did he find in the case of each reservation which he visited
that the Indian agent was living at a distance from the reserve?

Mr. Bryce: Would you mind giving me that question again, John?

Mr. Brackmore: Did you find in the case of each reservation that you
visited that the Indian agent was living off the reserve or at a distance?

Mr. Bryce: You asked me about keeping the school open on that reserve.
There was the Fairford reserve, the Lake St. Martin reserve, there is another one
in Saskatchewan. They are all within twenty miles of each other, but the
agent lives at Portage la Prairie, over 240 miles away.

Mr. Harris: Has he any other reservations under his supervision?

Mr. Bryce: I do not know. He hasn’t any in my riding.

Mr. RicaArp: But he lives on one of the reserves?

Mr. Bryce: No, he lives at Portage la Prairie.

Mr. RicHArp: He is not on the reserve?

Mr. Bryce: No. v

The CrarmMaN: The Indian agent probably has several reservations which
he has to supervise. v

Mr. Bryce: I put an order on the order paper and from the information I
got he visited these reservations three times in 1946; and the Indian agricultural
instructor is doing the work of the Indian agent and that leaves him no time for
instruction work.

The Cuamrman: We will adjourn to meet again Friday next at eleven
o’clock a.m.

The committee adjourned at 12.55 p.m. to meet again on Friday next, March
14, 1947, at 11.00 a.m.
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APPENDIX BD

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF COMMONS TO CONSIDER REVISION OF THE INDIAN ACT.

Submission of the Aboriginal Natives of the Fraser Valley and Interior Tribes
of British Columbia to Substantiate Documents Now Lodged in Parliament
by Recognized Incorporated Native Organizations

We, the Fraser Valley and Interior Tribes of The Aboriginal Natives of
B.C., hereby submit this Brief to The Special Joint Committee of The Senate and
House of Commons appointed to examine and consider the revision of the
Indian Act.

1. We earnestly request for a re-establishment of a New Department
specifically for the administration for the Affairs and Welfare of the Natives;
and employed therein, experienced and intelligent Natives with integrity, to
* familiarize the Native problems and requirements, instead of the present system
of the administration of Indian Affairs lodged in a small corner of The Depart-
ment of Mines and Resources.

2. We protest the liability to compulsory taxation. Our long understanding
is, we are wards of The Crown, and also in pursuance to the treaties of other
tribes throughout Canada, we are free from taxation. In reality, we are the
legitimate descendents of the Aboriginal Inhabitants and ownership of this coun-
try, as conceded to by sympathetic Statesmen, various organizations and Unions,
famous Writers, various Denominations, ete., and also during Colonial days. A
letter by the late Governor, Sir James Douglas, of Victoria, B.C., to the Secretary
of State for The Colonies, England, dated March 25, 1861, for financial loan
to extinguish the Indian Title, this scheme failed, by the reply from Newecastle,
dated October 19, 1861, all that substantiates the fact that our Aboriginal
Rights to this country were never bartered nor purchased.

3. We protest involuntary or compulsory enfranchisement to all natives that
do not desire it; voluntary enfranchisement be maintained on individual
privilege.

4. The true emphasis of our sincere contentions; the time has come for the
recognition of us Natives as people with equal intelligence and integrity, eligible
to exercise equal status of full citizenship privileges, as we are “Viz” maintaining
all our traditions, aboriginal rights, interests and benefits, a system identical to
that granted the Maori Indians of New Zealand, viz. representation in Parlia-
ment, and in the administration of the Natives General Affairs.

5. We protest encroachment of white persons on Indian Reserves, the taking
of water, gravel, mineral, oil, timber or land without the proper procedure, viz.
a full consultation with all the membership of a Band, and nothing taken out
of any Reserve without the consent of such Band so concerned.

6. The operation of day and residential schools be brought under Provincial
jurisdiction, and to the same standard regulations and curriculum properly
established, to the same efficiency of non-Native public schools and colleges, thus
provide an adequate elementary education and proper technical training for
Native pupils, only by such impartial improvements, will the Natives ever attain
proper qualifications to the habits and ways of modern civilization.

(a) Substantial increase in the per capita grants to residential schools,
to facilitate proper accommodation, and the abolition of part-time labour,
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and the time taken up by such work be devoted to essential academic studies,
and psychological exercises, and also revert to full time school hours; all
religious instructions, regardless of denominations, be apart from school
hours.

(b) Qualified graduate teachers be employed in all native schools, and
also to be under the supervision and jurisdiction of Provincial School
authorities, or officers authorized by a new Department for Native Affairs,
all remuneration be by said Department for Native Affairs.

(¢) The daily care of children at residential schools may be main-
tained as usual, but the denominational prejudice be totally eliminated once
and for all, because it is detrimental to the social unity of the natives, and
is one of the causes to the failure of the natives educational system.

(d) Parents sacrifice their ardent love of their children when they
enter them to residential schools, because of their sincere wish to see them
grow up with advanced qualifiications, other than the present sad ridiculous
predicament we are in. :

(e) Health exercises be properly maintained at all native schools, but
all strenuous gymnastics be restricted from children who are diagnosed
to be physically delicate.

(f) The True Native Opinion; All Native schools, be in reality, a place
for better education and business training for their children, to at least the
9th grade; those with a determination to attain higher possible degree at
residential or day schools, be privileged, to the age of 18 years. '

(g) Pupils who qualify for high school, or the University, all arrange-
ments be under the supervision of officers authorized by a new _Department
for Native Affairs, all school necessities and other expenses incurred, be
defrayed to by said new Department for Native Affairs. :

(k) For all successful graduates, said New Department for Nat}ve
Affairs, assist them to a proper establishment, a position whereby he, she
or they can practise whatever the vocational profession. LR f

(1) Natives on Reservations adjacent to cities, _mummpahtles, ete.

~  be privileged to enter their children to the nearest Public Sehool, all SChO'OI
necessities and transportation, be under responsibilities of said New Depart-
ment for Native Affairs.

Remarks: Our young men and women volunteered into the 'Armod Forces,
ranked the same and fought abreast with all other Canadians, without diserim-
ination—why should there by the slightest discrimination to our children, by a
disapproval by all authorities to this most earnest request. !

(j) We now stress for an equal status; therefore the time has come for
an adequate and efficient educational facilities for the natives, essential to
an advancement to proper qualifications, be in every respect an asset to
industrial and social progress of our country.

7. Medical care and hospitalization. The Coqualeetza Hospital at Sardis,
B.C., be maintained specifically for the care of T.B. pauentS_. iy

(a) Patients with other ailments, especially maternity 035‘33,.1?97 privi-
leged the admittance into other hospitals, thus safeguard the natives from
the hazard of contact to tuberculosis. _ : il

(b) New. system for M.D. Doctor services. Natives be privileged }txo
go or call the most convenient doctor, but must be within _1ea£son. ’1}‘l e
present system of one doctor to a certain district, In many Ins %}ctei. as
proven to be quite inadequate, especially for emergency cases. -times

the doctor is indisposed or too busy to respond to a call at once.
(¢c) Adequate medical services to all Native schools be maintained

up to the same standard of medical care fo all public schools and colleges
in the Province.
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8. Fishing Rights: We earnestly request a complete relaxation of fishing
restrictions now effective at some rivers, streams, lakes and all waters where the
natives formerly exercised their aboriginal rights, to eatch fish for domestic
purposes without intervention; said restrictions are more or less for the benefit
of the sportsmen and industry, which are of no benefit to us natives of the
Interior who have the first right to the fish from time immemorial. The Fraser
Valley Petition, document and letters respective thereof, which well speaks for
itself, be given the full consideration it deserves.

9. Hunting and Trapping Rights—be perpetually maintained, free, on or off
Indian reservations.

(a) Nafive trap lines and territories be safeguarded from encroachment.
In some instances native trappers are crowded out of their territories by
licensed trappers. We sincerely urge adjustments, said territories be
restored to Native trappers, to avoid any further friction that may lead to
serious trouble.

10. Agricultural and horticultural facilities.

(a) Bulldozers to facilitate land clearing and modern mechanized
farm implements be made available, essential to the proper maintenance of
fertile land cultivation and general farm improvements, thus encourage
the natives to a go-on-the-land plan and be established, whereby they could
cherish an independent livelihood in comfort.

(b) Adequate financial assistance to all native dairy farmers for the
building of modern barns properly equipped with modern dairy require-
ments, and also for other housing necessities to cope with all market
demands and regulations.

Remarks: The Dukhobors and Mennonites were granted lands,
horses, farm implements and cows, and adequately financed, and they
are foreigners without interest in this country. What of us natives who
own this country? Are foreigners greater than people who own a country?

(¢) Wire fence for replacements of deficient farm fences. There are
places where cultivated lands now lie idle because of the lack of fence
material; farm gardens have been ruined by cattle and horses because of the
deficiency of old decayed cedar fence rails.

(d) Irrigation facilities: There are instances where lakes, springs
and creeks on, or that formerly ran through, Indian Reserves now being
dammed or diverted. Should be wholly or partly restored to reservations
to cope with all water requirements of the natives.

(e) Reservations minus water facilities or where water has been
condemned ; water mains be installed from city water, creeks or other ways
and means to supply pure water; modern pumps be supplied to those who
have well facilities.

(f) Housing Scheme: The building of modern houses for better
accommodation, essential to the maintenance of better family health and the

- bringing up of robust children, and a safeguard from the tendency to
contagious diseases.

(g) Adequate assistance to young people who have the determination
to toil on the land; several acres be cleared and put under proper
cultivation, all housing necessities, horses, farm implements, and an
ample start on the line of farming they so desire.

(k) Immediate cribbing along river banks to ward off the force of the
current from where valuable land is rapidly caving in, such as Seabird Island,
east of Agassiz, B.C. and Squatets Island, west of Laidlaw, B.C.

(7) Native war veterans: Thousands of natives ' volunteered for
overseas service and many of them gave up their lives to the supreme

PRRSSEE
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sacrifice, and will never return to their mother and father-land, Canada.
Therefore it is just that the native veteran enjoy equal privileges and
benefits and be accorded the same provisions of The Veterans’ Land Act
and war service gratuities, the necessary location ticket before the allotment
of grants be abolished. Native veterans be established on available crown
lands and such lands revert as Indian Reserves if so desired. Where there
are no available crown lands, arrangements be made through proper pro-
cedure to obtain lands on vacant reserves or on_large reserves not totally
occupied and such lands be perpetually maintained as Indiad Reserves.

(j) The disregard of legitimate wills and improper transfer of lands
from one member of a band to another through misrepresentations and
‘misunderstandings, and also by miscarriage of justice, be properly investi-
gated and adjusted, such lands be restored to legitimate heirs by an
Order in Couneil, and also adjustments to lands seized by The Soldier
Settlement Board be reverted back as Indian Reserves by Order in Council.
: (k) Cattle summer ranges, formerly used by the natives for their
cattle, now seized or occupied by cattle ranchers, be reverted back to the
natives’ use for their cattle, and proper allotments be made where such
ranges are insufficient.

11. The absurd inflation to stumpage on timber logged off Indian Reserves
to the amount of $3.50 to $5.00 pr. M. be adjusted to the usual $1.00 pr. M.
We request a thorough understanding on this matter. Why the royalty to timber
o0 Indian Reserves while it is on our own lands, the little remaining in our
Possession from the large resourceful country taken from our ancestors. Now
We have the first opportunity to sell hardwood logs at a satisfactory price,
and our Indian Departments seek the largest slice off possible profits; we seek in
Vain encouragement from our Indian Departments, an administration supposed
to be for the benefit of the Native Indian. We now contend the time has come
Or the enactment of a resolute and conditional statute, respective to the sale
of timber logged by natives off their Indian Reserves, the same as granted our
Quamish brethren.

12. Vacant Indian Reserves be maintained perpetually as they are, as
Some bands are over-crowded. Proper arrangements be made, so natives from
Such over-crowded reserves be privileged to take up Ia_,nds on vacant reserves,
Or on large reserves not totally occupied, thus cope with the shortage of land
among the natives.

13. Relief to destitute natives on or off Indian Reserves, be equalized to
Tovincial unemployment relief.

.14. Old age pension: Natives be privileged to old age pension, on or off
Indian Reserves, as all other Canadians.
Native widows, on or off Indian Reserves,

15. Widows or mothers’ pensions: ] i
] other Canadian widows.

be privileged to widows’ pension, as accorded al

16. Continuous proper upkeep of all railroad fences along Indian Reserves.

17. Unemployed Natives, on or off Indian Reserves, be privileged equalized
Provincial Relief.

18. Labour assurances: The natives be privileged the :6ame ‘ Asgurances
ccorded all other Canadians, also be fully priv11<;ged to Government projects,
Public works, and private concerns alike, at all times.

19. An institution for the exclusive care of orphaned native children, under
School age.
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- 20. Transportation Facilities: Construction of roads, ferries, ete. to
Indian Reserves, minus road facilities, to make every possible access to market

their farm produce and for all other business transactions essential to native

farmers.
(a) Public roads and highways through Indian Reserves, be main-
tained to the same standard surface as all other highways.
(b) Lands now surveyed on Indian Reserves for the right-of-way of
public roads, be properly purchased through proper procedure, the full
consultation and consent of bands so concerned.

91. Enforeement of effective and efficient restriction to immoral delinquency ;
young natives wandering at cities, ete. without practical means which should
never be permitted by upright authorities; it is a known fact by medical pro-
fession that it is a hazard to moral purity, a factor in the many deaths of natives
at cities. Here again is the cause from the lack of education, lack of proper

knowledge of morale.

922. Dominion or Provincial Police Investigation on Indian Reserves be
done with adherence to full co-operation with Chiefs or Counecillors of bands
concerned.

(a) Police discrimination to natives by the disregard of proper pro-
cedure, frisking natives in search for liquor conspicuously to the public, be
eliminated, for the natives are not in the habit of obstructing an officer in’the
performance of his duty, and will not object to proper procedure in adher-
ence to privacy.

(b) A place of confinement or jail should be erected where natives are
annually assembled at a place of employment, such as Hop Yards, ete., for
those who get beyond self-control under the influence of intoxicants, and
be brought to an Acting Justice of the Peace, a capable Native Chief
nominated by the natives, so assembled, policed by a new department for
Native Affairs.

23. Annual reports to all Bands, on royalties or rentals, to the sale or lease
of lands, and the sale of timber, gravel, oil or mineral off Indian Reserves, the
amount of general Band funds and interests, also Government appmpriations’ and
all expenditures to such Bands. i

24. Advanced Natives with practical experience, familiar with the prob-
lems and requirements of the natives, be employed to facilitate and expedite the
rehabilitation of the natives.

(a) Natives with practical qualifications be employed as Truant Officers
and be authorized to inspect the essentiality of residential and day schools
at their own convenience.

25. Agriculturists and Horticulturists be employed, men of physical
capability, able to travel from one Indian Reserve to another, to supervisi: p)r;per
culture of plants, fruit trees and farming in general, the proper fertilization
essential to abundant yield of farm produce, to meet the quality of A IR
demands. ;

26. Natives be privileged the use of half-fare rates on all transportations
in Canada, without the written requisites, pursuant to the privileges of the
Natives on Vancouver Island.

27. Remuneration of Chiefs and Councillors of Native bands, for all men
have to labour in order to provide for their respective families, which consider-
ably interferes with the obligations of Chiefs and Councillors, and there are
instances where our Chiefs being rudely mistreated instead of the appreciation
' they so deserve for holding such responsible positions without salary. Therefore
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1t is contended that it is high time our respective Councilship be accorded some
femuneration, that they may be greatly encouraged to perform their duties
Whole-heartedly and efficiently.

28. Abolition of the word Indian Reserve and the Ascertainment and Adjust-
ment of Our Aboriginal Rights, and be impartially constituted to a definite
statute, preferably desired title is Aboriginal Lands or Native Lands.

(a) The abolition of the word Indian as referred to us natives, our
origination is not of India or Africa, or any part of Europe. We are the
descendants of the Aboriginal inhabitants of this country when first dis-
covered by the white man. We therefore prefer to be called The Natives,
or Aboriginal Natives,

29. Status of Indian Agents: If the present system of Indian Agency is to
be maintained under the new Charter, or Policy of Administration of Native
Affairs, the arbitrariness of the present policies be eliminated once and for
all, and the Natives be privileged to voice their opinion in the choice of Indian
Agents, and the status of said Indian Agents, be resolute and definitely eonsti-
tuted that they perform their duties with impartial co-operation with the Natives.

We, the undersigned, hereby declare this Brief to be the most urgent
Tequirements of us Natives, and with most sincerity request all the Hor}ourable
embers of Parliament to deal with these matters with most impartiality, and
for the establishment of a new Charter, subject to supervision, with t_he Natives
ully privileged to voice their opinions on such supervisions till said Charter
be equitably and fundamentally uniform in every respect, essential to the
advancement of Native Welfare, that we may feel confident in the security of
our future, a Charter worthy of all praise, and of The British Justice promised

Our forefathers: And May The Grace of Almighty God be with you jn your

eliberations on our behalf, and we thank you.

We are, Yours very truly,

Chief Joe Hall, George Chapman,
Chief Michael Poter, Chief Willy George,
Wm. A. Harris, Ed. Lorenzetto,

John Vietor Mack Chief Peter qury,
George Williams, | Chief Jimmy Michael,
J. Phillips, - Alex, Joseph,

Frank Pennier, R. D. Peters, :
C. F. Walkem, Chief Harry Joseph Sea Bird,
W. H. Walkem, Agassiz,

Chief Thomas Lick, Archie Charles,
Nicola Joe, Joe Kelly,

L. Walkem, Johnny Bobb,

E. Humphreys, Joe Douglas,

Alex D. Peters, Jimmy Andrew,

Chief Peter Pete, - Ed J. Peters,

Johnny Andrews, A. J. Peters,

Clem Pete, Wm. Andrew,

Art Pat, 0. Gabriel,

Poter Joe, James Thomas,

T. L. Jackson, Andrew Bobb,

J. Peters, Alfred Hope,

Wm. Lewis, Dave Thomas,

Chief John Hammond, 0. D. Peters, Hope Band, Katz, B.C.
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APPENDIX BE

PorrLar Riveg, V
August 29, 1946.

Norman E. Lickers,
Liaison Officer,
Joint Committee on Indian Affairs.

Dear Sirs:—Your letter of June 17 is still in my hands and my band of
-Indians have been hard at work studying the Indian Act, or what remains of it.
Our worst problems are:—

1. Constructing of a Hospital here on our Reserve and having a doctor here
to administer to the Indians.

2. We the Band would like a Post Office here in operation, it is very hard
and we are all blocked up here without any means of getting mail in time. It
would be easy for you too, if our mail came on time to be answered right away.

3. Government store to be constructed here for the well being of our Band.
We lose too much money when we earn enough to last us all winter our whole
earnings are robbed by the Fishing Companies and Mike Gibson and Hudson’s
Bay Company. If we were to deal with the Government directly, things would
advance greatly for us. :

4. If then the Government would do that for us, in putting up a store, we
would then have a better chance in fishing if the Government would deal with
the people by buying fish from the people. You would know what and how to
deal with this fishing business, so the main thing will be revealed in “People
holding securely to their own money and getting more from their money” so the
fishing companies can no longer rob us. The fish limit is too small, larger limit
is asked for by the Indians as some have large families. In the length of time
they fish for pickerel, the amount of money they use up for buying nets, corks,
leads, rope line and sideline ete and the grub their families use up and license, oil
eoats and pants, rubbers, all these amount to more than $200.00, so you can
imagine what the poor Indian Fisherman can look forward to only about
sixty-nine dollars will come to him after his fishing is over. What then can a
poor Indian do. He has nothing to liik forward too, how to feed his family.
Why could Indians not share equal Benefits as the white people in fishing,
agriculture, in soecial affairs. I would drive a white man crazy if he only had
sixty dollars coming to him after hard work.

5. Now about the Chief and his regulations. 1 am the chief and many
times I am very distressed and cast down in Spirit over my people. I feel power-
less at times when I want to make some advance for their well being. You know
that when a captain steps aboard his ship he has all his paper and power to
control his ship. So then why should not I, as chief not have my papers and
power to have full control over my people, power that will make my work law
and order on my Reserve.

1 want my copies and paper and report blanks for each month and when
I have received my copies, I will send them back for your and his Majesty’s,
signature. Tt is no good to give me orders as chief and give me no power to
show as a sign for the people to fear. When I want to defend the law, they snap
at me, thats when I need power from the “THRONE”.
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s dYou sight also know that we never have our treaty at our Reserve. We
acgn our Treat at a Bootlegging Joint and we never have any peace just on
y olunt of obeyn}g our Indian Agents orders. I have thanked and I still thank
‘103 gte Queen Victoria for her good heart. How God moved her heart to have
e et }fmd peace on her Land. It is that peace we still hold so dear to-day, yet
e ank her. It is no doubt God put it in her heart to make agreement with
- ndians when my Grandfather still lived and my father the late chief and
wylsfelf and my grown up children. I now also have grandchildren for whose

eliare I want the present King to consider. We always pray for our King
‘eorge and his Government, so that peace and goodwill will rest among us all.

CHIEF C. NANAWIN.

84279—3
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APPENDIX BF

FisaER RIvER RESERVE,
KoosTaTakaco, November 3, 1946.
To W. Brycg, Esq., M.P.

Complaints and Grievances

1. Bducation. Chief and Council granted land on the West side of three
areas on Lot 170, where the present day school should have been, of which was
given notice to the Indian Agent, but do not know what excuse the Department
had in not building on the appointed site of the school. It was only an excuse
made to lay it aside.

2. A Catholic Priest promised to build us a day school if the United min-
“ister did not do it. It is our wish that the school should be built instead of
driving the children by the van.

3. Fishing Rights. Asked to be granted fishing from Birch Point to North
end of Moose Island and across to West side to Mitchell’s camp; this is to
include the settlers who are living thereabouts. Our wish is to keep the big
fish companies out of these fishing grounds, who are mostly getting the biggest
quantity of fish, of which the smaller fisherman has no show at all in the way of
commercial fishing.

4. Spring Fishing. To be granted from Tamarac Island towards Keenow-
bay. We were promised to find out about this by the Minister of the Provincial
Government, but so far have no notice of anything definite about it. This is to
include from Fisher River, Jack Head, Pequis Reserve, and the settlers
thereabout.

5. In reference to the Rehabilitation Area for preservation of Muskrats, it
~ was understood that it was for the benefit of Indians only, but the greatest
number of trappers are white men.

6. Treaty Rations. Ask to be given again. We, therefore, strongly protest
against the withholding of the same and other articles formerly distributed at the
annuity payments.

7. Clothing for Destitute. Wish them to be given clothing, who are not
able to provide for themselves. ’

8. Regarding Kirkness families of seven, and two young men now whom we
received into our Reserve for a time until further consideration be given them
for their move off the Reserve, on account of getting cramped for land. We
would herein request what step is to be taken re those people who received
annuity money since A.D. 1908. On this account we would request to enlarge
our Fisher River Reserve in order that those Kirkness families may get the
necessary land required for them.

' 9. Houses to be built for Old Folks Home to three or four of each dwelling
place, and the keeping of them to be paid accordingly, whatever will be the
cost. ’

(Sgd.) CHIEF JAS. A. MURDOCH
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APPENDIX BG

SpLiT LAKE RESERVE,
~ November 27, 1946.

To Honourable Mr. Bryce,
Complaints and Grievances from the Split Lake Indians

s I, the Chief, Samuel Cook, was sent by my band of Indians to represent
IEIP grievances before Honourable Mr. Bryce, of what the Government has not
led the promises made in the Treaty.

th L. Therefore my Indians are requesting to the adherence of obligations of
¢ Indian Treaty. :

N 2. For living we depend upon mostly by trapping, hunting, fur-bearing

. plmals, and fishing. A Game Reserve has been granted to us, but the whites

T?}Ye entered ‘too much into our game preservation that has been given to us.
18 1s the biggest complaint affecting my Indians. :

% We own all the fur animals and the natural resources developmeqt of which

4 €Ing carried on at a great extent so far; and the Indians are expecting a great

0m0unt from the finances proceeding from these productions, such as minerals
er valuable production.

! So we, therefore, beg to state to the Representative Committee much thanks

0d with a glad heart to lay these matters before the authorities and to have

fOulcl?imé)laintS settled by the Senate in perfection and in accordance to our Treaty
ed. : :

(Sgd.) SAMUEL (X) COOK, Chief.
X—his mark.
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APPENDIX BH

WinnipeG, Manitoba,
December 4, 1946.

The undersigned begs to submit the following grievances to the Manitoba
Indian Association, for careful consideration concerning The Pas Band.

1. Why the Indians of the said Band were arrested for killing ducks and
geese out of season, and were fined $10 each. The Indians still believe that they
were within their rights.

2. The Band desires to be permitted to practice commercial fishing any-
where within their Treaty Boundaries, as they are restricted to very small areas.

3. That the half-day schooling system be abolished on residential school.
That the children-may be given a better chance to obtain a higher education.

4. Our aged people be granted pension from the Government, for at present -
they are receiving $10 per head from our Trust Fund.

5. Farm machinery should be given to the Band especially when they are
willing to obtain the same by buying them out of their Trust Fund. At present
they are loaning their land to the white man, who receives a fair profit.

(Sgd.) CHIEF CORNELIUS BIGNELL
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APPENDIX BI

Grievances of Fort Alexander, Manitoba

. We, the undersigned, Chief John Thompson and James Starr, put up our
grievances bhefore Honourable Mr. Bryce. )

L. A pulp mill that has been built on our Reserve does us great harm and the
Water is not fit to be used.

2. The rations are very small, amounting to about $2.00 per month per head.

3. Every time we get clothing from the Indian Department we get nothing
but second-hand soldier clothing.

4. About the W. Indian Rice, which we used to gather for food. We are
amost barred out from these areas. Even our fire arms were taken away from us
by the guards of these areas.

5. No education is given to our children,

6. We have a very poor doctor as well. He does not look after our people
very well.

7. If a Royal Investigatof is given to us, we will send all our grievances with
the Chief and Councillors of the Band.

Signed: CHIEF JOHN TOMMPSON,
JIM STARR.
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APPENDIX BJ
Grievances concerning these four Indian Reserves

Sandy Bay Indian Reserve
Ebb and Flow Indian Reserve
Lake Manitoba Reserve
Crane River Reserve

1. All our fishing areas have been closed and not allowed to fish. Lake Ebb
and Flow is altogether prohibited for fishing.

2. All our trapping areas closed and no place to go to trap Muskrats and
all furs. A poor Indian that has no money cannot go in these places, and the
white man with money can go to these areas.

3. A grievance from Crane River Reserve. We want a day-school in our
Reserve to educate our children. ‘

4. We want a doctor to come to our Reserve more often.

5. We do not want a farmer.

6. Rations are very small to the old people and the sick, as well. It amounts
to about $2.00 or less a month per head.

7. The second-hand old soldier clothing is very poor, not even suitable
to wear.

8 A grievanée of Sandy Bay. The children of the Indian Residential
School of Sandy Bay Reserve are very poorly clothed and not well educated.

Signed: GEORGE SUTHERLAND, Chief,
Sandy Bay Indian Reserve.

3 CHIEF ABRAM HOULE,
Ebb and Flow Reserve.

CHIEF PAT MAYTWAYASKING,
Lake Manitoba Reserve.

COUNSELLOR HEBRON MOAR,
Crane River, Man.
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APPENDIX BK

St. Peters Reserve

Hello Everybody: :

Am sorry I cannot attend this meeting of yours.

I have my V_iews and grievances to be read by one of my counsellors.
ﬁl As far as grievances go, I have an awful lot grievances,—grievances from

gaReserve, which I was bribed from, and the Reserve which I am living on

.y. ! %

'I"his is not a Reserve I am living on. This Reserve is all in square blocks
and river lots. The Reserve which we left had just boundary lines around it.
h First, I am going to talk about my old Reserve of St. Peters. We lived
appy where we had lots to live on, lots of wood, lots of hay, lots of fish, lots
of ducks, and market six miles from our homes. And we believed at that time
at our Reserve would never break because our Father Government was our
prOtCCtIOD: And, as the time went by we noticed that there were little disturbing
Tumors going around, saying that the Chief and Counsellors of that time were
80Ing to surrender the Reserve, but the people did not believe the surrender would
€ made. In the year 1907, Judge Howell appeared at the Treaty Ground for
€ purpose of that surrender, and he could not make it work.

Right after that, Frank Pedley appeared, brought with him $4,000.00 and
Promised the people that he would share them out if they would make the sur-
1"ender: I am quite sure the money he brought was taken out of our funds
and stjl] he kept on promising the people that he would share them that money
40d vet that would-not work, until he promised the $90.00 per head the next

reaty Payment and that is how the surrender was made, through hook and
ook, and we still claim that Reserve. Some day we might return to our
€serve. That is all I am going to say about my St. Peters Reserve this time.
Now the new Reserve. By
R At the beginning of my speech I said I did not believe I was living on a
€serve, since it was all surveyed and location tickets given to some people.
® an Indian, believing that a location ticket has nothing to do with me.

i In this Reserve there is no fish, no ducks, and fourteen miles from lake
ores, and there is nothing else I can live on but to try and farm. :

I say I include my people, saying there is nothing else but farmmg to live
L. Now, can a man farm with no plaugh, no harrows, nothing to use if I take
°he of my member to the agency for help to get a wagon or a horse. The agent
Will pull out, a form. He says, “Before I ¢an give you the wagon or the horse
hol Will have to sign your property over, your house, land, horses, cattle,
hmple{nenf& everything you have. Only then you will get your wagon or the
stol‘se. " And this member intends to farm and after he gets the horse he cannot

Art farming because he handed the land over to the government. That is the
nd of laws the}’|are carrying in this Reserve where we are living now.

Signed: CHIEF ALEXANDER (X) WILLIAMS
: X—his mark.
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ORDER OF REFERENCE

THE SENATE,
- Tuespay, 11th March, 1947.

Ordered: That the name of the Honourable Senator McKeen be substituted
for that of the Honourable Senator Nicol on the Senate Section of the Joint Com-
mittee appointed to examine and consider the Indian Act.

Attest. 5

L.C. MOYER,
Clerk of the Senate.
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

THE SENATE,
Fripay, 14th March, 1947.

4 The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons
Iggplnted to continue and complete the examination and consideration of ‘the
bt lan Act (Chapt_er 98, R.8.C., 1927), and all such other matters as have been
erred to the ‘said Committee, met this day at 11 o’clock a.m. Presiding:
I. D. F. Brown, M.P., Joint Chairman.
P, resent :
M The Senate: The Honourable Senators Blais, Fallis, Macdonald (Cardigan),
¢Keen, Paterson, Robicheau and Taylor—7.
Ch The House of Commons: Messrs. Brown, Bryce, Blackmore, Case, Castleden,
M arlton, Farquhar, Gibson (Comox-Alberni), Harkness, Little, MacLean,
( acNicol, Matthews (Brandon), Raymond (Wright), Reid, Richard
loucester) —16.
In Attendance: Messrs. W. J. Ford Pratt; R. A. Hoey, Director; and H. M.

ﬂ‘;ggs,hB. F. Neary, George Patrick and A. G. Armstrong, of Indian Affairs
ch. <

§ Mr. Reid filed a list of Bands who sent representatives to the meeting held
0 him at the Tzeachten Indian Reserve Community Hall, Sardis, B.C., on
Ctobe_l‘ 22, 1946. (Printed as, Appendix BK); also list of chiefs and officials
t"findmg meeting held on Seabird Island (Printed as Appendix BL). g
i Mr: Raymond read a statement into the record with regard to the delay
% printing the French version of our 1946 minutes of proceedings and evidence.

wh The Honourable Senator Taylor introduced the Honourable Senator McKeen
th 0 has heen named to replace the Honourable Senator Nicol as a member of
¢ Committee. S

8 Mr. Reid asked if other members had received a letter signed by Mr. Jules
r]?m' The Chairman announced that the matter had, like other submissions, l?een
flerred to the subcommittee for consideration. :

D: .The Honourable Senator Fallis reported her visit to Indian reserves in her
“WVision (Peterborough, Ontario).

On motion of Mr, Blackmore, it was -

ol Resolved: That members who have already made reports be granted a sup-
‘Mentary hearing and that, by unanimous consent, members, yet to repc;;t
4y be granted an extension of the twenty minute limit placed on such reports.

ATied on division. i55%
Stitqu' W. Garfield Case, M.P., reported with regard to reserves in his con-
ency (Grey North, Ontario). _
Bq Reports were also presented by the Honourable Senator Paterson (Thunder
Y) and Mr. Matthews, M.P. (Brandon, Manitoba).
Mar’l};he Committee; adjourned at 1.10 p.m., to meet again on Tuesday, 18th
0 next, at 11 o’clock a.m. T. 1. McEVOY,

Clerk of the Joint Committee.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

THE SENATE,
March 14, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons

8pointed to examine and consider the Indian Act, met this day at 11.00 a.m.
. D. F. Brown, M.P., (Joint Chairman) presided.

i The CHARMAN: Ladies and gentlemen, will you please come to order. At
e last meeting of the committee, a question was put as to whether Eskimos

Were Indians. d

Mr. Rem: Yes, I put,that question. .
th The CHAIRMAN: T think, for the purpose of the record, we should ’gell you

at matter has been decided by the Supreme Court and the citation is 1939
Upreme Court Reports, page 104. .

Mr. Rem: What was the citation?

The CuAmMaN: I am giving it to you, it is 1939 Supreme Courts Reports,
Page 104, What it says we have not got before us, but those who are interested
lay Jook up the case and read it. It is decided there that Eskimos are considered

be Indians within the meaning of head 24 of section 91 of the B.N.A. Act.
A Mr. Rem: T think this committee should take note of that and bring that
O the fore. Eskimos are, according to the judgment rendered, Indians, and not
iﬁparate and apart from the Indian colony. If you do not mind there is one
thmg I should like to place on record and that is the names of the chiefs and
€ tribes who attended ‘the meetings at which I was.

The CramrvMaN: Would you just like to file them?

N Mr. Rem: I should like to file them. (See appendi‘ces BK and BL.)
aturally, these men would wonder why I did not place their names before the

Jommittee. I am passing around a photograph of the largest residential school

M Canada. This picture was sent to me. It is the largest residential Roman

Catholic school which I visited. I have no picture of the largest Protestant

S¢hool which T visited. :

th The CraRMAN: M, Raymond has a statement with regard to the report (if

b € subcommittee on agenda and procedure. It is in connection with the Frenc
€Tsion of our minutes for the 1946 session. : :

the “Ar. RavMoND: I should like, Mr, Chairman, if you would permit me to s

We committee to the Votes and Proceedings of the House of Commons o
ednesday the 12th of March, 1947. T should like to mention here the first
ragraph of a memorandum of the Honourable Secretary of State.

With regard to the complaints received by His Honour the Speaker
of the House of Commons that French copies of parliamentary returns

. are not received in time, I imagine that a brief review of the situation
with regard to all sessional documents is in order. j

I should also like to refer to the fourth paragraph concerning the proceedings

Ommittees:—

4. Proceedings of the Committee: For some years now, the House
of Commons has been ordering the translation in French and publication
in extenso of the proceedings of all its committees. Of course, the number
of committees that may be set up at each session, and the_amount
of work and extent of their proceedings is unpredictable. For instance,
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during the session 1946, we had the unprecedented number of 16
committees (8 committees of the House of Commons, 2 joint committees
of both Houses, and 6 committees of the Senate) working at the same
time. Together they produced 7,876 pages of proceedings, largely |
during the months of May, June, July and August, and with this enormous
amount of work, added to other high priority translation jobs, such as
the report of the Royal Commission on Official Secrets, and the proceedings
of the Dominion Provincial Conference, piling on top of their daily tasks,
our translators were overwhelmed.

In a memorandum dated June 4, 1946, addressed to the Hon. Paul |
Martin, then Secretary of State, and referring to similar complaints of
delay in the publication of French sessional papers, my predecessor,
Mr. D. T. Robichaud suggested the appointment of six additional
translators so as to cope with the vastly increased sessional work and
to produce the French translation in a reasonable time. As the Civil
Service Commission has held an open competitive examination for
translators in May, 1946, the results were awaited for the purpose of
requesting new appointments. When they -finally were published in |
December, we found out that they had not produced one single new
Principal Translator. As soon as this disappointing result was known; -
I asked for and obtained authority to have translation done outside, s0
as to clear up the back-log of last session. I was able to secure the
help of 16 competent translators who are now busy on this work and |
we are rapidly gaining ground. I hope that by the end of March we |
will have caught up with our arrears.

The attached statement shows that on February 25, 1947, out of &
total of 7,876 pages of Committee proceedings, 2,533 pages have been
printed and distributed, 2,035 pages are in the hands of the printers, while
the balance, 3,217 pages is still in course of translation. The plain fact
is that the sessional work of 1946 has been so heavy that the facilities |
both of the King’s Printer and of the Bureau for Translations have been
overtaxed.

So far, we have kept abreast with the work of the session of 1947,
and should the amount of Committee work exceed the production capacity
of our staff, I shall ask at once for authority to employ outside translators
until such time as the Civil Service Commission is able to supply us with
the competent translators we require and make the appointments we
have been urgently requesting for quite a long time. '

I might add that the same comments apply to the sessional work of
the Senate. '

This is signed by A. H. Beaubien, Superintendent of the Bureau for Translation-

I have had handed to me this morning a copy of a letter to the Chief Clerk
of Committees signed by this same Mr. Beaubien and I wish to.quote here the
last paragraph of this letter:—

With particular reference to the proceedings of the committee o2
the Indian Act the translation of numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 and 16
were sent to the printing bureau on March 12, and I expect the balanceé
will be in the hands of the printer before the end of this month.

I should just like to add this, Mr. Chairman, when I asked the subcommittee 0
consider the lack of copies in French of our reports, it was because I had received
many requests for those copies. I hope that these French reports will soon bé
available. Thank you.
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. Hon. Mr. Tayror: Mr. Chairman, if you will permit me, I should like to
Introduce one of our new members from the Senate to this committee, Senator
MCngn from Vancouver. He has just arrived and since he is a new member
on thig committee, I should like you to be acquainted with him.

The CuamMan: We appreciate very much your attendance here, Senator,
and hope that you will, T was going to say, contribute to the usual Senate
attendance but I know it will be much better.

Now, if there is nothing else of a preliminary nature with which we have
to deal, shall we proceed with the reports of the members of the committee?

Mr. Rem: I do not supposé you are taking any serious note of a letter
toncerning the Indians taking back the country from us?

The CramMaN: I have before me the document in question on the letter-
head of Federal Parliament, House of Commons, Ottawa. I do not think, at
the present time, the letter should be considered by the joint-committee. It
could probably be referred to the subcommittee on agenda and procedure like
other submissions. ’ ;

. Mr. CasE: I was inclined to interpret that in a different manner. I did not
think they were talking about the Indians at all, it was the Indian problem.

Mr. Rem: In British Columbia the Indians were really a little more
geénerous ‘because they lent the country, for the time being, to the provineial
government.

The CuARMAN: Is it your wish we refer the letter to the subcommittee on
Procedure? Thank you.

Senator Fallis, would you give us your report, please?

Hon. Mrs. Favuss: T was sorry, indeed, not to be present at the last meeting
of the committee when Mr. Reid made his report. I was anxious to hear it, but

will have the privilege of reading it in the minutes of that meeting, which have
hot been published as yet.

My report will differ from that of Mr. Reid and from some of the other
members in that, where they speak of the number of Indians on the reserves as
being in the thousands, my report will speak of them in the hundreds, since I am
degling with smaller reserves. Some of the chiefs and their councils submitted
briefs to me. I have not filed those briefs because they were practically a
Tepetition of the brief which was submitted to this committee by the National
Brotherhood of American Indians. It would be just covering ground which has
already been covered, so I have not filed them. I will deal personally with the
Purely local conditions which I found on these different reserves. N

In the district which I covered particularly, the Peterborough district, there
are just three or four reserves. The first one is fairly close to Peterborough, the

ud Lake reserve, about two miles from our city. On this reserve there are
Perhaps five or six hundred people. When I went to make my visit of inspection
on that reserve, I asked Mr. Gordon Fraser who is the federal member for
cterborough West, if he would accompany me on that trip. I did this for two
. Teasons; Gordon knew the conditions personally, and I did not, and, secondly;
And perhaps a stronger reason on my part, I thought they might resent a woman
YOming in as it would be an entirely new experience for them. Therefqre;
Sought, the company of the stronger sex to make that tour.

The CrARMAN: Ts that an admission, Mrs. Fallis?

Hon. Mrs. Fariis: No, it is just a statement. We telephopgd ahead to be
*Ure the chiefs and council would be present on the day we visited them. It
Was in the hunting season and if we had not done so there would not have been
4y person available to give us the information we desired.
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We found among all the Indians on that reserve with whom we came in
contact, a very strong interest in our visit. This was a little bit of a surprise to
us. These Indians knew all about the setting up of this committee.. I had not
sent them any advance notice of this committee at Ottawa, but they seemed to
be perfectly well informed about the establishment of this committee and the
purposes for which it was set up. They were extremely pleased that someone
was at last taking an interest in ‘what the Indians of the country felt and thought
about their own living conditions.

In addition to the inspection of the reserve, a public meeting was held. It
was held in a large hall, very comfortable, which was filled to capacity. A great
many women and children were present as well as the men. I spoke to them in
connection with the work of this committee, then afterwards asked for discussion
of their problems and for comments, especially from the women. I felt, as the
only woman member of this committee, I should like to get the sentiments of
the women on the reserve. I thought there were sufficient men working on this
committee to take care of the problems of the men.

After the meeting many of the women came up and talked to me. The
impression I carried away from that meeting, the strongest impression, in so far
as the reserves in our district are concerned, was that these men on the reserve
fare very well. Situated as they are, they can go out from the reserve when
necessary and, in these times of full employment they have been able to earn
a great deal of money. With that, they supplement what they receive from
grants and so on. It affords them a very comfortable living. ]

However, the women are in a slightly different position. Just to illustrate
what I mean, I will cite one typical case of a young woman, probably in her
early thirties, with three boys. She brought her three boys with her to talk
to me. She is a widow and has been a widow for some years. The boys range
in age from eight to twelve. Her husband died from tuberculosis. She said the
chief difficulty of the women on the reserve was that they were not in the
same position as the men. The women are not in a position to go out and earn
any money with which to supplement any grant which they may receive. She
said to me, “If I were living in a town, I could go into someone’s kitchen and
work while the children were at school; I would be glad to do it, but on the
reservation there is no opportunity for that.” I was informed the only money
she was receiving at that time was the family allowance. She was spending all
that on the children. The children had a long distance to walk to school and wore
out a considerable number of shoes and were hard on clothing.

Because of the fact her husband had died of tuberculosis she was doing
everything in her power to see that her boys got a proper diet. They were very
strong, healthy, attractive children. I think that is something which should: be
encouraged. When one finds someone taking the initiative to see that the chil-
dren are getting a proper diet, it should be encouraged. She is trying to obtain
mo}t;her’s allowance, but naturally that is a provincial matter and not available
to her.

I think I should like to ask, because I am ignorant of it myself, if there
is any special grant for widows on the reservation, any government grant or
any special grant from the counecil. I do not know, myself, but I should like,
when I have finished my report, to get that information from some person in the
department. T should like to stress this point more than anything else. I should
like to see something done for the Indian women, especially those who are left
widows and have small families to look after.

Then, I went to the school and found it to be very satisfactory indeed. They
have a fine day school on that reservation, the basement of which is being
equipped now for manual training and domestic science. The two white girls
teaching there are doing a splendid job with the 80 pupils. I do not think I have =
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ever ge : .
mannelilé Sc?ﬁﬁigﬂs Srlghlnteresbed before; so many of them were attractive, well
who Zre i ey are certainly being given good training by the teachers
"USSio:; %’:ﬁgfsg of the meeting, the Chief spoke and then there was & dis-
Dresented - th" uring which a number of requests, claims and so on were
i Hnge they thought should be done for them. -
SUPpose bg ;-ay;tjl}st in passing, 1n the broader fields of sanitation and diet, I
applics to thicse 'zim extent what has been said on that subject in this committee
Pt o qtr&er(;fatlon as well as to all others. For the purely local needs,
tra'velling oveb I&SS-B was the need of a proper road into the reservation. After
Sentiments TI}‘ e road, in and out, I told them I could heartily concur in their
ne g A ﬁl"re.scrvc is situated a few miles in from the highway. I have
riven over an ﬂ“.’mg over bad roads 1n Ontario in my time but 1 have never
Drincipally rocyk ung 30'8(111&1 this road. It consists of a succession of deep bumps,
B bead il ¢ ;ty and jagged. Travelling over it is a body-shaking experience.
D s extremely narrow and very dangerous. There are only one or two
need i : / : there 18
Spent inmmcaolg?ledg}?n Y}'lth this ‘ro;}d_ I asked about the moncy which had been
Wwas ’1nf01‘bmeo{g 1l is road, or if there had been any money spent on this road.
SDring. but they h lsre had been a considerable amount of money spent every
Spent was thrgy ad not got down to the root of the difficulty and the money being
and when th wn away. Barth was brought and put over these little rocky places,
0 be le\'elleedslglrm,g rains came they just washed 1t away again. i
a8 well not, to do“n agd a real job of roadmaking done. Otherwise, 1t 18 just

Medisal o anything because the money is just being lost.

al and dental care is sadly lacking on that reserve. There has been

no d
-0 doctor on S \
the reserve for two years unless gent in for a emergency, and then
There has been

1 woy] i
d be only a hurried trip to the patient and out again.
tonsils and this

?0 exami $ R
mination of the children for defective eyesight, teeth or
ical attention which the Indians

S bad]
on theyr;iiéed: The one bright spot in the medica
‘e receive is in the story of a white nurse who married an Indian.

e li
e PZECSrﬁg .the reserve and takes care of all cases of illness. This girl trained in
store anq rough hospital and she married a young Indian chap who has the
edicated cla rries the mail. This white girl has settled down ont the reser

her life to the care of the Indians. The chief said ab the e

WMeetin
g, and there were quite a number of war veterans at the meeting,
d work this woman

Want 5
,‘oixt{(g) gﬁptlifss upon the committee, were it not for the oo
tings all th g denidie there would not be any boys to go to the next war.” She
She s gedi e children on the reserve into the world and has done SO for years.
¢hildpe edicating her whole life to the care of the elderly, the mothers and
0 n on that reserve. :
POlicene other thing for which they asked
i erenlgrgfoectlon of -constable service. Ik seems they I
The imes, but to date nothing has been done about 1t. .
“Ake, op %Qcond reservation which I visited 1s One whieh .they .ca‘ll the Rice
locality iawatha, Reserve. It is a smaller reserve, and while it 18 11 the same
of the T, zlﬁuated ten or eleven miles the other side of Peterborough, the problems
A iy g that reserve are entirely different from those on the Mud Lake

rv 3 . . . - . . .
¢. These Indians run a flourishing tourist business, SO all their difficulties
evenue, the tourist business.

nd p .
Coi%ues‘?s 3 .t“ed up with their main source of re
ection with this tourist industry, they ¢ aim that they could do very
) the tourists

Uch :
better if they were given more power. They Jease land to the
for which the Indians are '

0 .

allowte)élmd summer  cottages. The length of time

tourigt, to lease it is five years and because Of the shortness of the term,

the tes object to building homes and making pe&rmancnt residences there.
rm of that lease were extended to ten years or longer, the Indians coul

0 v
ery much better business. Tt would be well worth while.

on that reserve was some form of
have requested it at
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The Indians also complained about the system of rent collection. The rent
is paid into the Indian agent and sent to Ottawa. Then, they wait for month®
and months for this money to come back from Ottawa. It is claimed that thi
small reserve has $11,000 of accumulated interest at Ottawa. They think th&}/‘
some of that should be spent to help enlarge the tourist industry which is thei
main source of revenue. *

Another request was that an individual should be allowed to rent his owdl
property to others. They have empty houses belonging to individual Indian®
but are not allowed by the agent to rent them. These houses are rapidly going
to pieces but they could be rented to tourists who would keep the house in repaif
and give some revenue as well. :

Medical and dental care: A doctor visits the reserve once a month bub
they have no dental examination. :

In education, they have the system which I think we all believe is ides)
for the Indians, if it could be worked out. That is, they will attend the publi¢|
school which is also attended by the white children of the district and they will
be mingling with the white children, and that contact is very beneficial to them
and to the white children as well. It gives them a more tolerant attitude i®
later life. Many of the Indian children from this reserve attend the Peter”
borough collegiate, the vocational training school, or the business college. 02
this reserve they particularly ask for the right to vote and for all the privilege?
which the white man enjoys. I suppose that results from their close mingling
with the white people in the distriet. :

At a public meeting which I attended in Hiawatha many veterans of both
wars were in attendance. The burden of their argument was that while they
had fought for their country voluntarily they were not being given the privilege®
to which they were entitled. The veterans, of course, on the Indian reservé
have a vote, but that has not been extended to their wives and families, an
they ask particularly for that privilege, as well as that the franchise should be
extended to the rest of the Indians on that reserve.

Also on that reserve they are very strong in their request for liquor permit
and permission to enter the beverage rooms. I asked the chief, at a publi¢
meeting, to tell me what grounds they had for thinking it would be desirablé
for the members of the reserve to have these permits, and he said that the
bootleggers, especially during the tourist season, visit the reserve all the timé
and they do a flourishing business and charge double the price, and makeé
conditions very difficult for them. There is also the fact that an Indian ca®
go from that reserve and live fifty yards outside the reserve and have that
privilege of going to the beverage rooms and have liquor permits. I did nob
know that was the law. They said they could do it. For that reason thosé

on the reserve resent the fact that their brothers who move a few yards outside
- the reserve can visit the beverage rooms and they cannot do so without getting |
in trouble with the police. The veterans who were present felt strongly aboub
that matter. They said: “We were good enough to- go and fight for our countr¥
and we are not trusted to enter a beverage room”; and they thought that that
was unfair and unjust discrimination. 1.

Then, on that reserve, they are not in favour of excluding white p.eople {
from the reserve, and one instance is typical of what I met on different occasions: ’*
An elderly man said in the meeting that he owned a fine farm with goo®
buildings. His wife had died and he himself was getting too old to work hié
farm. His daughter had married a white man who had been overseas for fivé
years. He had returned and they wanted to live on this farm and work the
farm and keep the aged father. The farm would provide a means of l'weli'hood ‘
for the veteran and his wife, but because the husband was a white man that
privilege was denied them. The soldier and his wife went into town to l0oo¥
for a job and the father is left stranded without any person to look after hin
I wondered at the time that case was brought to my attention whether it #
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absolu ntial that the rule in regard to white men going onto the reserve
must bt:lza?"ilsean inflexible, or could thgat, matter be left to the discretion of the
Indian agent in some cases? I asked then if there was a veteran of Indian
descent who could take over that farm and they said there was no one avallatﬁe
to do the work. This chap was anxious to work the farm, and be resented the
fact that after fighting five years for his country he was not allowed to go in
and work this farm. .

The CuamrMAN: In view of the twenty-minute rule which we adopted at
Our last meeting, is it the wish of the committee that Senator Fallis shall have
Permission to continue? . - _

Hon. Mrs. Faruis: I am afraid I have been a little too discursive on this
Matter, perhaps because I am so interested in it. '

Mr. BLackMorE: Mr. Chairman, would it not be wise since the committee
has laid down this ruling to make it retroactive? Some of those Whobh%xlre
already given their reports could have occupied our time profitably and probably
We could extend them the privilege of continuing with .thelr reports later t?ni;
For example, Mr. Reid and Mr., Bryce have given very interesting I?I{'Ofts;thut
Probably they curtailed their reports in keeping with the rule. I believe bea
&verybody would enjoy hearing more from them. I believe that Wherehmemrthxi':

ave gone to the trouble of getting information, as these members ave,dless
Committee ought to give them the privilege of extending their remarks regard
of the twenty-minute rule, _
The CrARMAN: It was the committee who made the rule, not the chairman.

Mr. Brackmore: I am suggesting that that be borne in mind. I shall make
that motion if it is so desired. :
The CuamrMAN: What is the motion again? _ i
Mr. Brackmore: That the privilege of speaking beyond tyvent};hm.;m;e o
Made retroactive so that those members who have already given their rep
May speak further to the committee if they so desire. y S
Mr. Case: Mr. Chairman, may I say with regard to the motion
Of.the people have filed briefs, and what, they have said is atsumitr?l?tr,eys ?tf ;?ﬁ
Tlefs, and I believe that if we can keep the time down to twenty min
much better, Fas ind 1s thit
: The Cramman: T believe that what Mr. Blackmore 88, in. min
MI‘; Reid and Mr. Bryce or some other gentlemen who have l(a:ill.lfi’iiytgrfei?‘gltig
heir briefs may have some further material that they wou ;
¢r¢ might be some questions they would want to answer. A
Mr. Brackmore: I wish to open up the way so thai: aiegl g?cofnting,
Made an investigation on a reserve may give us a more detailed eRelat
The CrARMAN: You have heard the motion. If there is no further di 5
shall the motion carry?

Carried.

Hon. Mrs. Faviis: Perhaps I have been too long. $ :
Mr. Brackmore: I believe that what Senator Fallis %}% E‘f\g’lleg:ll;?iagf’i;z
Vailua‘ble to this committee and I think she should have the p
4l she has to say. s the
The Cuamman: T explained at the last meeting it vga‘ihsug]iggﬂe%fﬂ}c?entv
Teports should be boiled down as much as possible, »a,n‘e weehla,ve such a vast
Mnutes for presentations was placed at that t}rxyr;z}u?:et?ggs b= o
amount of work to cover. It has been our To do this we. shall have o faseh
Continue and complete” these investigations. Lo do tings we can. ,
Tee days a week regularly and get in any extra meeting
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Mr. Brackmore: I do not wish to use up the precious time of the committee,
but it has been my observation that most of the reports which have been given
to us by officials of one kind and another have all had to be carefully qualified,
shall I say—I won’t use the word “camouflaged”, but it comes very near
suggesting it—whereas the reports we are getting now are going to be straight
from the shoulder, just-exactly as these people saw conditions when they visited
these reserves; and such reports and opinions are very valuable.

The CuarrmMan: The committee will have to decide this matter.

Mr. Bryce: Let us get on; do not waste any more time.

Hon. Mrs. Fauuis: I recognize that ignorance of the law is no excuse. I
was not present at the previous meeting and I was not aware of the twenty
minute limit.

The CuAmrMAN: What you have said is very interesting. We want to
have your story.

Hon. Mrs. Favuis: The third reserve to which I will refer is Alderville in
Northumberland county. They submitted requests somewhat similar to those of
the other reserves. Specifically, they would like to have more voice in the
business matters of the reserve. There is a request that there be more agents

i P i L

and that the agent who lives a great distance from the reserve and has handled -

matters of local detail is not there when needed, and they would like the agent
to be more accessible. An illustration is given in connection with the manage-
ment of the schools. In the first reserve which I mentioned they have no board
of education, and the agent has eharge of that matter. They request that a board
of education, composed of white people in the immediate vieinity, be established
to whom they could go with their troubles, because the agent is not available
when they need him. They said he is too far away most of the time. I felt it was
a reasonable request and might bear fruit.

The fourth reserve I visited was the Mohawk reserve at Deseronto. They
report road conditions and schools satisfactory. There was no demand for the

franchise or for liquor permits, but in common with all the reserves 1 visited:

medical and dental care conditions are not satisfactory. There was practically
no dental care at all and it was very difficult to secure medical attention.

In connection with the request for a police officer which had been put in,
this reserve has a constable now and conditions are more satisfactory. They
unite in asking that the Indian should receive the same privileges as white people
and be punished for the abuse of those privileges just as if they were white
people. Thank you very much.

The Cuamrman: Senator Fallis, the members of the committee thank you
very much for the trouble you have gone to in your visits and in the preparation
of this very fine'report which you have given us this morning,

Now, shall we proceed with the next report, or are there some questions
members would like to ask? Probably we can deal with some of these problems
which Mrs. Fallis has brought up, such as mothers’ allowances and roads. I do
not want to take up the time of the committee, but probably we should look at
section 47 of the Indian Act which reads: “Every band of Indians shall cause the
roads, bridges, ditches and fences, within its reserve to be put and maintained
in proper order, in accordance with the instructions received, from time to time,
from the superintendent general (minister), or from the agent of the superin-
tendent general (minister).”

That has to do with roads. Mr. Hoey, could you tell us anything about
mothers’ allowances?

Mr. Hoey: As to the payment of mothers’ allowances to Indians, there is
no special fund.

The Caamrman: Do the Indians get the family allowance? Is that the only
means of support they have?
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Mr. Hory: The family allowance; and on the recommendation of the Indian
agent they are qualified for the regular relief schedule.

The CHARMAN: Does that woman get wood and clothing and would she get
a house?

Mr. Hogy: Yes, she will likely own her own house on the reserve.

The CHAIRMAN: Does she have to pay taxes?

Mr. Hopy: Yes.

Hon. Mrs. FaLuis: This young woman told me she was not in receipt of any
Clpthlpg allowance and had not had a dress for years apart from something that
Was given to her by people in Peterborough.

. Mr. Hoey: I am surprised to hear that because Mrs. Fallis has been dealing
Vith a reserve which is presided over by a man who, I think, is one of the most
Wtelligent, one of the most capable and one of the most publie spirited Indian
agents anywhere in Canada. I would not like to tell the committee what we pay

IS outstanding man. We get very few complaints of that character from that
Teservye,

_Hon. Mrs, Farus: All T am trying to arrive at is whether women in the
DPosition in ‘which this young woman finds herself are legally entitled to any
Money or clothing. How is she looked after, or is that matter at the discretion

e agent there? :

Mr. Hogy: Well, we have got to act, Senator Fallig, on the recommendation
of the agent; you can readily appreciate that.

Hon. Mrs. Faris: Is-there a fund available for things like that? _

... Mr. Hogy: Yes, a welfare vote. If a band have funds they might assist her
elt.her in whole or in part at their discretion. Now, perhaps I shou}d not make

118 statement. If an Indian were not living on a reserve in Ontario she would
Qualify-for mother’s allowance. The Ontario government has been very generous
N that respect in the treatment of Indians, and for a time paid mothers
allowances to Indians actually living on the reserve. That was discontinued

. 8bout three or four vears ago. They were under no obligation to do it, but

they diq i,
Hon. Mrs. Farus: Do you think if you took that matter up personally
You could get a mother’s allowance for her? :
I . Mr. Hory: Not while she resides on the reserve. The other point that an
Ndian living off the reserve has a right to enter a beer parlour— ;
.. Hon. Mrs. Farris: That is the claim they make; that they have that right,
i they live off the reserve. ;
b Mr. Hoev: No matter where they live, unless they are enfranchised. They
Ve no right to do that under existing legislation. ; : :
Hon. Mrs. Fariss: They may have been referring, without making it
*Pecific, to veterans who live outside the reserve; they have the franchise. .
Mr. Hoey: They have not the right to enter a beer parlour unless they are
“Nfranchised. :
Hon. Mrs. Favvs: They would be enfranchised.
Mr. Hogy: No, they are not. 4 7
Mr. Cuaruron: A member of the armed forces who lives on an Ind;)ax/:
Teserve is not enfranchised because he served in the forces. He has a vote, but
€ 18 not, enfranchised. S ey
Mr. Bryce: He can enter a beer parlour if he has his uniform on, but if he
has his plain clothes on he has no right to do it? O
M. Hogy: er, the chairman is; bu
Wiform he Worg, 1&3&; as;izz;‘ging,' while he resided in Canada he could not
Enter g beer parlour. That is a legal opinion expressed by a layman.



78 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

Mr. Rem: Is not the law that an Indian cannot be served with liquor or
strong drink?

Mr. Hoey: Yes.

Mr. Rem: I think you should make it clear with regard to Mrs. Fallis’ first
case; those Indians were really entitled to relief?

Mr. Hoey: Yes.

Mr. Rem: Although they might not be receiving it.

Mr. Hoey: For relief and medical care on the recommendation of the board.
The CaamMan: Now, ladies and gentlemen, let us get along.

Mr. Bryce: I would like to ask Senator Fallis a question. You visited three
reserves?

Hon. Mrs. Favnis: Yes.

Mr. Bryce: Was there an agency building in each of those reserves?
Hon. Mrs. Faruis: The agent lives in Peterborough.

Mr. Bryce: How far does the agent live from the reserves?

Hon. Mrs. Faruis: Twenty-six miles from one, about eleven or twelve from
another, and I imagine about thirty miles from another.

Mr. Bryce: There are not any agency buildings where the agent would live
in looking after his flock?

Hon. Mrs. Favus: No.
The CuarrmMaN: What was the population of the reserve?

Hon. Mrs. Faruis: I did not get the specific population; I thought that would 1

be in the statistics of the department.
The CuARMAN: Yes, it is. I wondered if you knew.
Hon. Mrs. Faruis: No, I do not know exactly.

Mr. CastLepeN: What would you estimate the average income of a family
on the reserve to be, and could they earn that income on the reserve or would
they have to go away to make their living?

Hon. Mrs. Faruis: On this first reserve of which I spoke they had to go away
from the reserve largely to make a living although they engage in fishing and
hunting and guiding and that sort of thing; but they did leave the reserve to
make their living. On the other one of which I spoke where they have a tourist
industry they make their living right there because the tourists come to them.

Mr. CastrepeN: What would you estimate the income of the average family
to be?
Hon. Mrs. Faruis: I did not get that.

Mr. CastrepEN: Did the Indian seem to be fairly well nourished and taken
care of?

Hon. Mrs. Fauus: On the reserve where they had the tourist industry I
thought they were fairly well nourished and looked after. I know there are lots
of- white people who are not living as well. On the other reserve, the first one,
where there are 500 or 600 people conditions vary; but on the whole, there were
no undernourished children. They had no appearance of being undernourished.
They looked well, seemed to be fat and well fed,

If T might be permitted an observation—it would only take me a moment—
one impression I did get, particularly in driving down to the Alderville Reserve
was the good roads in the village. We drove down on a beautiful autumn
afternoon and I was impressed by the number of people lying around in the
sunshine not doing anything. I was wondering if there was any way of encour-
aging these people, or whether the government would supply materials if the
people would make their homes more attractive, better sanitation, and so on.
I suppose it has been tried, Mr. Hoey?
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i Mr: Rem: From the Indian’s point of view perhaps he thinks we are the
titelligent, ones, working so hard, and maybe we are.

: - The CramMAN: M. Case, would you like to go along with your brief, now?
h the: Mr. Brackmore: I should like to ask a question, if T may. I wonder if

Wit € 1s any provision made for the granting of money from departmental funds
b which to help the Indians build roads. Now, that stipulation which you

“ & moment ago, in the case of the Indians who had the rocky road would

areDly‘be idle. How could they raise the money to build a road unless they

: aSSlstgd? Do I recal] correctly that it simply says, “every band sl_la.H keep

s Toads in good: order” without making any provision at all for obtaining the
0ds with which to do it?. T think that is an absurdity.

The CramMax: Section 47 would have to speak for itself, Mr. Blackmore.
Every band of Indians shall cause the roads, bridges, ditches and

fences within its reserve to be put and maintained in proper order—

3 P erhaps Mr. Hoey could give us information on that subject.

of M, HQEY: We have a small appropriation for the construction_and repair
# Oads_whlch always has been, and still is in my judgment, wholly inadequate.
Teceive an annual vote which is a little more than the amount a province
Pends on the construction of an all-weather standard highway. We receive that
the entire Indian service. In addition to that, the Province of Ontario puts
cent ok cent of the cost of construction on certain roads and as high as 75 per
Vot of the cost of construction of bridges and provides engineering service. Our
go‘e I8 one of the votes which ought to be increased in my Judgment if we are
g t0 operate schools effectively and provide transportation for pupils. We

hy
Ve to have more roads and more money for roads.

for Mr. Brackmore: May I ask: Mr. Hoey if the province makes such a grant
bridges which do not happen to be on provineial highways?
cag M, Hoey: I could not really answer that question. I would say no in the
1~1§ of Ontario. You would have to persuade the provincial authorities that t}ie
0 8¢ had some direct or indirect relationship to provincial traffic, Mr. Black-
Drovs. However, we have never run into that because the bridges to which the
Vince contributes are on roads which are used by the whites and Indians.

s Mr, Brackmorg: Mr., Chairman, I have an interesting case in mind aboufg
Visilf-h » Perhaps, the committee would care to hear. I had the prlvﬂege.or
o g the Sarcee Indian Reserve out in Calgary and also the Blood Indian
b Serve. which is in my constituency. The Blood Indian Reservation, as I said
eroorer 18 50 situated there are provineial highways and provincial roadslwcwl/hmh
Tth Part, of the reserve. The Sarcee has no roads at all, so far as I could see.
® People had to wind around through trails, bush and swamps. There was no
NOVISIOH at all for the making of roads over which the Indlans_ cpuld trayel.
Mgy that'is what caused me to raise the question. I fchmk this is }? sem}(ius
L} Tegq, o which ought to be given a great deal of attention, as Mr. Hoey has
lf Mmende, :
I thMr - Case: I think the committee should be reminded of one thulllg and that
T Indians have these reservations which are theirs by right. They pay 'n(o{
iy i Surely, they should make some contribution to the roads. I Wa:cs raise
Wy "3ral community and we not only built our roads, but pal;i guz axes ta?
Iatel This condition has been general throughout the province o nhquo und1
It thy’ When the province made some contribution towards the towns ép roads.
ané}s € people will develop a little initiative, they will build their roads as our
Parents did.

.
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Mr. BLackMore: But we are now living in an age in which roads are built’
by a great many powerful machines. There are not a great many horses today:
If our settlers were called upon to build as they did build seventy-five year®
ago— ‘

The CHAmrMAN: Probably you could refer to the evidence given by MI:
Leslie of the department in connection with band funds on page 467 of the 1946
minutes of the proceedings of this committee where he says,

; : |

Payments are made to Indians from band revenue accounts for labot!
re improvements to roads on reserves and expenditures are made for the
purchase of road building and maintenance equipment.

You will see that on page 467. Our job is to help the Indian help himself 85
much as possible. -

Mr. Rem: Senator Fallis did not make it clear, but there are two pointé
as I see it. I have visited reserves where there were good roads inside the India?
reserve, but the roads leading to the reserve are not good roads. People sayr
“Oh, that is a road going to the reservation, we are not going to build a roa
down there.” You will find only a cow trail leading to the reserve but whe?
you get into the reserve you will find good roads all around it. ,

Hon. Mrs. Favnis: T think what Mr. Reid says is correct. I asked if the
whole four mile stretch was under the control of the Indians and they said #
good part of it was directly under their control and that part was in bette®
shape than the other part.

Mr. CHarutoN: In regard to the Six Nations Reserve, I always had the
impression those people looked after their own roads. I know the same cond”
tion exists there as Senator Fallis just mentioned, the roads within the reserv®
are actually better than the roads leading up to it. The main roads &%
gravelled and they are very well kept. I was wondering if the people did that
themselves? v

Mr. Hoey: Yes, they do that themselves. They employ a road engine?
and pay his salary. "

Mr. CuaruToN: Out of what funds?

Mr. Hoey: The band fund.

Mr. Brackmore: Since we are discussing this matter, it ought to bed
pointed out a good many bands are not possessed of good band funds. Ther®
are cases, due to causes over which the Indians have no control, which hav®
seriously depleted the band funds which means grants could not be given fro
the band fund to build adequate roads. There are reserves on which the India%
are impoverished and to ask those people to build roads for themselves is
visit upon them an injustice.

The Cuamrman: All right, Mr. Case.

Mr. Brackmore: I should like to know from Senator Fallis what type ‘?£

" activity the Indians were engaged in in connection with the tourist trade. Iﬁ’ ‘
the providing of tourist cabins or the selling of souvenirs or clothes, B e,t;
mocecasins, coats or what? ;

Hon. Mrs. Faruis: I think it is principally renting the land upon which the !
tourists build their houses. The Indians acquire the rent from that house, !
rent goes to Ottawa and then comes back to these people, am T correct?

Mr. Hoey: That is correct.

Hon. Mrs. Faruis: The Indians guide these people, take them fishing Bf’g
hunting and so on, in addition, but I think the largest income they receive ’
from the rental of these houses.
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.

cOnnzg{ioBLAilFMORE; I wonder if I might ask Mr. Hoey a question in this
DI‘Ogrecsix{l'l g I(Iily lmpression is correct, it is the policy of the department,
eXtent“W()ilii ) tg 1scontinue the leasing of reserves to white men. Now, to what
e e tourist activity of _those_ on thgs reserve be affected by that
¢y? Would they be required to discontinue this leasing to tourists?
not g/g' tHO?V INO’ Mr. Blackmore, I would say that the present policy does
Sllmmeroch at all the leasing of land for the building and maintenance of
Bocis 1 i As a matter of fact, we have a tourist resort in the Saint
Whgr t}%fmlc), I Just forget the name of it, a rather expensive resort. We feel
e t}e e and is unﬁt.fo_r agriculture but is adjoining the St. Lawrence, or
other place like that, it is a good policy for the department and the Indians
fore?fou;ﬁage the building of tourist homes. We have been following that policy
Ao 1¢ last two or three years. I think I am safe in saying we have been
Xtending it. It is the only sensible thing to do.
agrici’ﬁﬁi;xxm_\moxm: The qualifying factor is that the land shall not be fit for

Mr. Hoey: Well, T think I would be safe in saying that.
thi 13'“' Brackmore: Would you be opposed to the renting—of course, I am
R nking of terms of my own constituency—suppose the Indians of the Blood
n servation, having land valuable for agriculture, should. decide to establish
ourist homes. They would be rather prevented from doing so by that
Stipulation ? .
& Mr. Hoey: I would hesitate to say they would be prevented. The band,

st of all, would have to consider the matter as you know, and grant a
Eﬁll‘rend‘cr for leasing. Then, it would be reviewed by the department and if
€ Indians could make $300 an acre or approximately so by leasing it for the
establishment of a tourist home and only $35 an acre or less by operating it for
figrlcultural purposes, T think the chances of securing permission would be good.

Hon. Mrs. Farrs: May I ask Mr. Hoey a question? I asked a question
When I was giving my report, would it be within the discretion of the agent to
allow, in the cast which I mentioned, this young white veteran to work this
arm or is the rule hard and fast in the department? .

Mr. Hoey: I will tel] you exactly, Senator Fallis, what might possibly be
_done. He could, first of all,‘discuss the matter of whether, as a returned Veter?,n,
1t was more advantageous for him to establish himself on the reserve or establish

mself off the reserve. In either case, he qualifies for the allowance under the
eterans’ Land Act. If this young man put up a strong case because of family
and other connections that he would like to establish himself on that reserve,
lthe only way he could do it would be by persuading the band to surrender that
aal;d for leasing. He would lease it then the same as any other white man leases
arm.

Hon. Mrs. Farvis:
OWns the farm?

Mr. Homy: Yes, if the father-in-law has a location ticket. The matter
Would be submitted to the department and decided on its merits. There is no
Teas.()n why he should not lease it if the band were willing to surrender it for
Iea§lng. He could not definitely establish residence on the reserve, being a
White man.

Mr. BrackMorp: May I ask just one more question, Senator Fallis, with

T®Spect to the appointment, of that committee of white people to exercise super-
ducational activities on the reserve. Did you gather any

He would lease it from the father-in-law, the man who

Vision over the e
Mpression as to success of that device?
844999
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Hon. Mrs. Faruts: I do not think it had been tried, but they were discussing
the fact that it should be tried instead of having the agent direct the educational
affairs since he was not there when needed.

Mr. Brackmore: It has occurred to me while Senator Fallis was reporting
the incident, it might be a device which might be applied in respect to other
reserves.

The CaARMAN: Do you not think we can discuss this when we discuss the
revision of the sections of the Act dealing with education? If we go along
in this manner we will not be through hearing the members before Christmas.
Could we not find some more expeditious manner of getting through these
matters? After all, it is your time that is being taken up; I have got lots of time.

Hon. Mrs. Faruis: The only way we can find out the answers to these
problems is by asking Mr. Hoey when he is here.

The CHalrMAN: But at the proper time when the specific matter is under
discussion. Probably if we first referred to the evidence which has already been
given by the department officials it would assist us greatly in framing questions.

We will now ask Mr. Case to give his report.

Mr. Case: I have filed a copy of this brief with the commission and I

presume it will be available to the committee. (See Appendix BM.) There-

fore, I will try to summarize it as best I can. I visited three Indian reserva-
“tions. On November 21, 1946, I visited the Saugeen Reserve in Bruce County.
I visited three schools. The teacher, Mrs. Logan, was at the first school. The
enrolment there was 37 children. Mr. Sampson, an Indian, was teaching at the
second school. He had an enrolment of 16. Mr. Wells was at the third school.
There was a total enrolhent on the reserve of 72, there being 19 at Mr.
Wells’ school. The teachers were all qualified teachers. Mr. Sampson had five
years at Toronto University. While he is not a graduate from the University,
he is now taking his course extramurally after having completed a number of
years’ service in the army. The schools were all in good condition and care-
takers were provided. Homes were provided for the teachers, although Mr. Wells
lives in Southampton some distance from the school. There is a home there which
unfortunately has been allowed to get into a state of disrepair.

I spoke to the children in each school and stressed the advantages of an
education. I was particularly well received by the teachers and was given an
opportunity of observing their methods. I was quite impressed with the
facilities which were provided for the children. After visiting the schools I
visited a number of the homes on the reserve. I do not suppose I can speak
of them as being exceptionally fine homes but they were tidy buildings and
apparently quite comfortable. There appeared to be a propensity for home life
among the Indian women and their children.

During our visit to the schools T was accompanied by Chief Kewaushig.
Mr. A. E. Robinson, the Member of Parliament for Bruce, was also present
during my visit to the Saugeen Reserve. This reserve is in his constituency.

In the afternoon we had a meeting at what is known as the Scotch Settle-
ment. I presume that has some application to Indians generally from the
references which were made to Scotch names by Mr. Bryce yesterday. These
Indians appeared and addressed me with respect to their problems. The Chief
led the discussion, and, as a matter of fact, acted as chairman of the meeting.
He was supported by Mr. Sampson, this particularly well educated Indian
teacher. A brief was also presented on their behalf which has been filed with
the commission. (Included in Appendix BM.)

There is a sawmill on this reserve which is operated by an Indian.

. There was a good response to the call to arms; 63 from the reserve
enlisted, three made the supreme sacrifice and one was wounded.
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B They have a considerable area of land on the reserve known as Sauble
€ach, on Lake Huron. Here, they have received approval of leasing a certain
Qumber of Jots. It is usually a five year lease subject to renewal for a period
- ﬁfteen years. This is working out in a very satisfactory manner. It is
certalnly land which is not suitable for agricultural purposes but is certainly
Very suitable for resort purposes, ;
I . One Indian, M. Wabagona, who apparently had a very thorough grasp of
ndlar} history, feels that the treaties the Indians made were bad bargains.
€ thinks we should give consideration to a revision of the treaties. However,
te Was very kind in his approach and did not find fault par@mularly, except
hat e felt the Indians would make a better bargain to-day if they had the
Pbortunity.
b Ex-Chief Andrew Ritchie complained that the treaty money or interest had
 en reduced to $10 semi-annually instead of the $15 originally granted and
Wanted ¢ know when this would be reinstated. It was felt it should be reinstated
3t $15 semi-annually retroactive to the time the decrease was made. :
he principal occupation on this reserve is farming. There is no hun}i;,mg
or ﬁshgng now, but the Indians make a good living on the reserve. Sqme of them
0 assist other farmers in the nearby communities off the reserve in the bus;;
u 3500, They are recognized—I was going to say as good citizens. I am no
Sing that in"the sense of citizenship, but they are able to obtain fire insurance
Wog. their buildings without, any question. They carry on much _the same l?s
S lte.people would. There appeared to be no desire for the franchise, gen%? Sk
Igg%kmg, as that would mean giving up many of their present privileges. - ege
sa.,o.lans dq feel they should receive the old _age pension. They wou :
mbl_sﬁed With $20 a month or $30 a month if it were recognized they s}rﬁtnge
Su,b'!ect to taxation or any other incidentals to which other recipients mig G
Iocted. Tt is possible their standard of living is not as high as ours, but tha

- houlg N0t necessarily weigh too heavily with us inasmuch as our desire should

® 10 raise their standard of living g
feel‘ amily allowances have improved the school attendance. The§te ind;ﬁl;ls.
matthey should have a liquor permit or the right to have a liquor permzt. 30
e ter stressed by the chief was the feeling there should bea grea erb egll;?e
0 Self government on the reserve, that is, the council and chief should det?' e
Witﬁovem the reserve, build roads, elect a member and make recomx}xllen ations
sho JTespect to the appointment of an agent. The council should have maps
VIng the houndaries of the reserve. P
Be Ex-chief Ritchie offered the suggestion that he thought the road (_)t 2
" ach shoylq be surrendered, although there was no degree of una.rlnnil v VYI 8
larpect to this suggestion. His thought was that the road was heavi yhra;rée g
rog oY on account of this resort and he did not feel the Indians s %u de
u;%i”i‘:d to keep it up to its present standard when there was this demand made
. There was also a suggestion made they should have better machm'ery for
eelr agricultural work. g;I‘g;hey recognized that machinery has not be‘encﬁgegext‘z
encat Supply because of conditions attendant upon the war. I Was_”}’lt ssdn
imrage them to believe this was something in which they mlgc nte II)VI i
Alfp.y cloent. A suggestion was also offered by one Indian prg_c; o e
Ve ¥ ThOmPSOH, that votes should be given to women who were ]dwh v o
rj il‘s of age and who lived on the reserve. He suggested they should have >
tg b to Vote in the election for the Indian council and, in that sense, serve o

Souncil if necessa ;
Yeano X Donald Robgtson is the Indian agent and he has been there for mal}lly
Pesars’ "meteen years as a matter of fact. There are 9,020 acres of land on the
‘;’;Ve, of which 4,000 acres have not been surveyed. These people can borrow
4929 :
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from the band funds to maintain their homes. They have a band loan system.
They go to the bank for the loan and it has to be repaid at five per cent interest-
The matter of relief is not very substantial. It is left to the discretion of the
agent. $5.35 per month is the presently stipulated ration allowance.

Mr. MacNicoL: Per person or per family?

Mr. Case: Per person. The family allowance is paid directly to the recipi* |

ent. I have already spoken of the leases and I have a list of the people leasing
at-Sauble Beach in my brief. The rents are paid to the Indians and they have
a band fund of approximately $250,000.

On November 22, I visited the Cape Croker Reserve and was reeived,

by Chief Thomas Jones. There, I visited three schools. Ninety pupils are
attending the three schools. Two of the teachers are Indian women, very fine
women, and seem to be well qualified for their job. There is also a white woman
teacher teaching at the Catholic school. The two Indian women are teaching
at the Protestant school. I might say, too, in that section of the reserve they
are well equipped with churches and religious institutions. Many of them are
Protestants but a few are Catholics. This is true on the Saugeen Reserve, bub
they have this new type of religion, too. It is not the Latter Day Saints, bub

it is here in my brief and it is something of that character. These people g0 -

into the town of Southampton and attend this particular church. They seem
to be getting some good from it.

At Sidney Bay School, I was well received and greatly impressed by the

brilliance of the children. As many of you may recall, Chief Thomas Jone$
addressed this committee last session. He based his whole appeal on the
advantages of education for Indian children. The fact that he is on his thir
three-year term as Chief of the band speaks well for his leadership on the
reserve.

This band goes in for fishing and farming. Their reserve is a very
picturesque piece of ground consisting of about 16,000 acres. * They have
upwards of $4,000 in their band fund. ;

Now, here are some of the statistics. Cape Croker made a valuable
contribution to the war. - Eighty-five enlisted, nine made the supreme sacrificé
two were wounded and of the total enlistments six were Indian girls. This
compares very well with the contribution this reserve made in the first world
war, when sixty volunteered, six were killed in action, twenty-three “weré
wounded and one was severely gassed.

The agent there is Mr. Tuffnell. Unfortunately, lie was away and I did
not have an opportunity of interviewing him. I might have had an opportunity
later if our winter season had not opened so soon. I was assured of his desir®
to meet me. I am going to read from the record with reference to the agent
rather than use my own words.

Chief Jones led the discussion which followed: “I do not know's
said he, “why we have to have a detour by our Indian agent to get wha?
we want. We lack authority. What we need is more authority and direc?
contact with the Department of Indian Affairs”.

Mr. Oliver Johnson, Ex-Chief, then spoke: “I am in sympathy with
what Chief Jones says. It seems as though the mistress of the household
is really our agent. How did Mr. Tuffnell get the job when there 8¢
better qualified men for the position? We are leaderless without a ma®
of education. As the agent goes so goes the reserve. We lack a spar
plug. I was asked by a white man if there was any chance for him t°
get the agency and I said yes, if you are dumb enough. We are makiﬂ,g

no progress under the circumstances. Our agent is known as the ‘Don? |

Know’ agent. Everything he is asked he does not know”.

2y
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Chief Jones then told of an Indian applyi 3 iti !

, n applying for a position as light-
l}llou'sve keeper. He had the necessary qualifications but being an Indian
fel was refused. While the lighthouse is adjacént to the reserve it was
elt that preference should be given to an Indian veteran.

The cp;
EI‘vi-g:lgf tO!d me that tlge_ doctor is employed by the department and is a eivil
A Weol dppomtee. He visits the reserve once a week in the winter and twice
the uring the other seasons. The Indians have fo report to the agent before
Y C&;I secure a doctor if one is needed.
Aere was a sawmill on the r ‘e but it has fallen into dis i d a
sa eserve bu as fallen into disrepair and a
Se:rlrrmn 1s needed. However, T am assured that negotiations are unpderway to
i?‘ sawmill for the Indian reserve at Cape Croker.
a vote 1 SUggf_ESth here that a woman of twenty-one years of age should have
B SE the selection of the Indian council. As a matter of fact, the Indian
Omerll) afe a}l))otttlti‘the }‘1ght of Indian women to vote stated many of the Indian
Was folt th etter qualified to govern than are many of the Indian men. It
'reserve_ ¢ women should be encouraged to take part in the affairs on the
Indiglhe] veterans, and there are quite a number of them, complain the elder
in the; .ave sceured all the better land. It seems they have a location ticket
epart ISt instance and they can acquire other location tickets, They feel the
in op q ment of Indian Affairs should cause them to give up some of this land
oung C‘tlilthat veterans could oceupy it. I did not pursue this very far before I
Questi, ére was a considerable division of opinion amongst the people on this
Coulq n. It was felt by many there was land farther back which these veterans
otcupy and where they could make bush homesteads.
this 1, oW these people felt they should have liquor permits. I might mention
Coulq €Cause of a statement made by Mr. Nadjiwon. He said, “In the army I
it w get my liquor the same as the white boys. The day I put off the uniform
?Irofused me, I was an Indian again.”
from, t}r;s. Jones Sald,”“l would rather see a man get liquor from the store than
ve t} > bO.Ot,Iegger. Mr. Jones went on to say, “I think the Indian should
layy or 11;0 privilege of getting his liquor by permit and let him keep inside the
the per ake his punishment. T think there is more harm being done by refusing
hi mits than if the Indian was permitted to get the liquor the same as the
tte people,”
Vervlste“’as sald if an Indian was found with liquor on him he is subject to a
s r}]udve'fe. penalt): whereas if he is only charged with being drunk the penalty
Qiel)e, hghter.. Therefore, the Indian tries to have all the liquor in him as
Ickly g5 possible.
allowl\gdr' Alfred Jones, ex-councillor, felt that destitute children should be
s to attend school and provision should be made for them. They are
& pamClpan’trS_-Of the Indian Trust Funds. In further explanation Mr. Jones .
s In?in‘ to say if an Indian woman marries @ white man she forfeits entirely
come. 21 status and rights and so do her children. Yet, if an Indian woman
i;nes the common law wife of a white man, she is still recognized as an
ehi]drn' If the white man deserts her she can return to the reserve but }}‘gr
€neg are destitute. This provision should be revised, as at present “it
Uraggs living in sin and tends to lower the moral standard of the band”.
believe without explanation, T can quite agree with the observations he

g, : 4 He
L discourages proper marriage since the law contains the provisions to

Whi
h'lcg he has referred.
0 November 26 I visited the Christian Island Indian Reserve. T was

ac ;
it c“f:;npamed by Mr. W. S. Arneil, Inspector for Ontario. As a matter of fact,
thy. S through’ his good offices T was able to make the trip there. There are

othe beautify] islands in Georgian Bay but there is only one oceupied. The
SET8 are wel] timbered,
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I believe I did mention the fishing and farming in connection with the Cape |
Croker Reserve; that is their principal source of revenue. There are some very

well kept, farms there and some good live stock.

On this reserve there is one well kept Roman Catholic school and one
two-room United Church day school. The total enrolment of children is 38.
The separate school is particularly well conducted. I was greatly impressed by

the sister in charge, but the day school has had difficulty in securing well qualified

teachers. There is a young woman teaching a number of the grades and a man
who is the principal. Neither of them has teaching certificates. They may
be qualified in some respects but it is quite evident they were not succeeding
very well. I know it was a matter of great concern to the agent. The discipline
was simply shocking; as a matter of fact, there was no discipline at all.
asked the principal what his object was and he said he was trying to develop
self expression. I.said, “I imagine before long it will be out in tHe air because
you will have no school left”.

The chief on this reserve is Chief Robert Marsden. He is a very fine type
of man and has the only store on the reserve. He apparently has the support
of the Indians and their confidence. He has a very fine musical band and they
are fond of music. They go in for sports such as football, baseball and so on.
I am now trying to skip along so I shall not be too long.

The CuamrmaN: I think you have now taken up your time, but with the
unanimous consent of the committee you may continue.

Mr. Case: I think it was ten past when I started and I think it is now
right on the thirty dot.

The Cuamrman: It is all right, you have the unanimous consent of the
committee.

Mr. Case: I wanted to deal with the schools and I have told you about
them. Here, we had hewn log buildings which made rather picturesque little
homes. Practically all were whitewashed. Usually they contained one room,
but were very clean. We had an open forum afterwards which was attended by
the men and women. I rather enjoyed listening to their discussion. They
complained very bitterly about the discipline in this United Church school:
One Indian offered the observation that when he played hooky from school his
dad took the rod to him and that is the reason he had an education, but to-day
the children just leave school whenever they like and nothing is done. I think
that is something the department is well aware of and they are doing their best
to correet that situation. Mr. Arneil was quite upset about the situation. It is
largely the result of not being able to obtain qualified teachers. There is &
feeling that the salaries should be increased for the teachers and this might
help in correcting the situation.

For the aged people there is no special plan. They receive $3 every month
from the band fund and $6 per month from the Welfare Department of the
Indian Affairs Department. The Indians felt this should be larger. Here again,
they offered the same observation as they did on the second reserve with respect
to old age pensions. It was believed the Indians should get $20 for a single
person and $30 for a couple who were living together.

A location ticket entitles holders to 50 acres of land. Veterans, generally:
are applying for $2,320 rehabilitation grants and the grants are being approved-
The department operates a boat from the mainland to the island. We wen
over on this very fine craft. The Indians do a lot of timber work and there 18
considerable farming on the reserve. They have a lot of good timber and harvest
pulpwood and so on, It is cut during the winter and piled on the shore, put o8
booms or rafts and hauled across by this boat which is also a passenger boat.

Here again there was a reference to liquor permits. It was felt veteran$
should have liquor permits. Indians would not abuse it if privileged to obey
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the 7 e
busiifé‘;s' a’{hﬁ present restrictions leave a feeling of inferiority. Indians doing
when the s these people do, with outside interests are looked upon as inferior
S e in'?’rev gnable to join in having a glass of ale in a beverage roOm.
igh now thJOty %’ all these privileges durmg the war and feeling runs pretty
this right ta o denied. However, I can see no advantage {0 granting
upon their Od\re.telans alone—the other Indians would no doubt seek to prey
< o f(gv‘ﬁlllqt_age‘. That is just an observation of my Own.
and ap o Jﬁlft ﬁer s the agent. He was recently appointed. He is a veteran
apprecigte ‘}n, y : as won the confidence of these Indians.© They appear to
Nespent ].lfnl.‘fry much. I have every reason to believe he will make good.
reside %n t'llb iving there with his wife. "As a matter of fact, all the agents
Gauthier }m’fl‘fgscr_‘f’(‘s I have visited and homes are provided for them. Mr.
the P& e L‘Cfll»lt“‘hw(‘)rllice isiéll(llo’glll.rce small children there. The children are attending
of tﬁe tfcliscll} Clml_c was held on O‘cto'ber 29 and 30 and the eyes of the residents
Bhe chiof dyf(;i alle examined periodically or whenever they make application.
they had a.1~ (;l_ll»ty is a doctor and the feeling is this could be corrected if
Istance fr(mlc{}l( ent nurse. As you can .understand, it being & considerable
over with m 11. 1(31 mainland, there is sometimes a good deal of difficulty getting
nurse was 001; l‘f}?e arl(i.\-lrt Wa’Is‘ felt this condition could be alleviated if a trained
TR serve. The band fund amounts to about a quarter of a
B { hOpc}that the observations I have made in thi
’I?l read the complete report which is available.
C;ﬁlgllﬂ?IRMAN: Thank you very much for your very instxjuctive.report.
of individu: ]};lve the consent of the committee that we proceed with the reports
we will b““ ;1 If you have any questions, make a note of them now and later
tions put ({) able to come back and have those questions answered. The ques-
i v ou )1’ e member of the committee may be answered by another, so if
tioning fr pleasure, we will proceed with the other members and save the ques-
gg or later. Does that meet with your approval
‘Hen‘dtor Paterson would you give us your report now?
short ron. Mr. Parerson: I think I will just stand up and give it. It is a rather
o eport as T boiled it down =0 it would not be too long. Tt starts off with a
sonal observation, but you will see the reason for it as we g0 along.

I was born in Portage la Prairie the year the Canadian Pacific Railway was
e of Indians, fat squaws,

b .
D:;)Igothlzough that town and my early recollections ar s, {
% Hses on carrying boards, dogs and ponies aroun the three principal stores,
Engl; %dson Bay Company, Newmans and Garlands. Very few Indians spoke
I‘o% A but the store clerks talked Indian. We boys traded our father’s old
h sers for bows and arrows. Both Indians and squaws smoked Kinni Kenie.
e Indians helped with the harvest and moved from place to place, living

always in tents.
Faic For the past fifty years, we have spent ou on our island at the
lunte' of the Woods, where there are many Indians Who live by fishing and
Wo llng, Always during the summer, and almost daily an Indian or squaw
uld paddle to the dock and offer us out of season venison, moose OT fish.
gu;idhas not been done now for about ten years, perhaps_due to better game
of ianship or the Indians are better off and do not need money, OF searcity
game. The majority of Indians have motor boats. L2
mem%fter being appointed to this committee, I ask Mr. Benidickson, the
ke er for Kenora, to give me the name of the Indian Agent at Kenora and
Ownn T was told it was Norman Paterson, thought he was joking, it being my
e T hunted the gentleman up and we became Very good friends in our
patfil‘al trips to the different reserves and 1 admire his many fine quah‘gles, *his
ience and understanding and the confidence the Indians have in him.

s sketchy way will encourage

r summers

4
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The water levels in the lake have been raised for power purposes, drowning

out the wild rice and the Indians must travel far now to get it, not particularly
for their own use as it being worth $1.00 per pound it brings good revenue
and the chief of one camp told me two Indians were able to gather a thousand
pounds in about two weeks but, of course, it requires considerable processing
before being ready for the table.

The department has done mueh to improve the lot of the Indians but

teaching them hygiene is an uphill task. Lumber has been furnished for °

outside toilets but few Indians bother to build them; one community had one
toilet for twenty houses. They are still children and need direction. They
object to residential schools as their boys and girls are hard to manage on
coming home but it is extremely difficult to get a suitable teacher who will have

the patience and put up with the inconvenience required in a day school in an

Indian reserve, but the greatest need stressed by all Agents is for better schooling.

The Kenora Agent had the greatest difficulty getting the Indians to sign the
form to apply for family allowances. Some rumour had circulated they were
gigning their children away for future war purposes. However, the best
thing that could happen would be to make. it necessary that the child go to
school in order for the parent to draw family allowances, of course where a
school is available. This agency has approximately 1,500 Indians.

I took up residence in Fort William in 1908 where I came in contact with
Indians again. There seemed to be a great number of Indians called MacViear,
which would indicate a prolific old timer of that name. About ten years ago,
I leased from the band 2,500 acres, including Mount MeKay, to be used for a

ski club, using Indians to clear the grounds, build the ski tow and the buildings.

These Indians are a bettér class than the Lake of the Woods Indians having
the advantage of living near the city. About fifteen years ago, one band
managed to trap a live pair of silver foxes and on selling them for several hundred
dollars, the whole band spent the money travelling back and forth between Port
Arthur and Nipigon. They had purchased gramophones, candies and chewing
gum and bright coloured calico dresses for the squaws.

Indians are not naturally tillers of the soil but as it took the white man
centuries to learn to do this to keep from starving, there is no doubt the Indian
will learn, where the land offers a return. They joined the army in good numbers
and quite a number found employment in the Canadian Car plant building
aeroplanes. '

While developing the ski grounds, I decided to rebuild a stone mission church
up on Mount McKay which had fallen into decay and only the site was marked
by a few stones. I used Indians altogether and to-day it is available by the local
band for use by the priest. Probably few Presbyterians have the privilege of
building a Roman Catholie shrine. The Indian Agent is Gerrie Burk, a serious,

earnest, interested man well-liked by the band and who has a territory very .

scattered with about 2,500 Indians. He has developed boat building, snowshoe
manufacturing, sawmill cutting, pulpwood production and is anxious to have an
agricultural instructor to improve some of the farming attempts.

I did not meet Mr. G. Swartman, the Indian Agent at Sioux Lookout
although I flew over- his territory during July as far north as the Winnesk River
. and met some of the Indians from Landsdown House who had paddled fifty
miles to act as guides to our fishing party.

To sum up, I cannot but compare the vast improvement in the present lot

of the Indians to what I knew fifty years ago. The Agents I met are carrying

out orders of the department in an efficient and interested manner, and while
much is yet to be done mostly in education, it will take time but the Indian by
sympathetic handling will be an increasingly useful citizen. In most cases he is
by no means capable of handling his affairs at present. It is true he has lost his

hunting grounds by advancing civilization but has gained in many ways a new
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and many other

OPPOrtun: .
Ii)&glggttlss‘;' }11{9’ }}as learned to talk English, a great many cases to read and
88 also learn 05 t“’ ith hfs hands on woodwork and machinery but, unfortunately,
0.00 to $100800 0 drink whiskey. The many new Peterborough canoes costing
B and outboard engines, as well as inboard gasoline boats, speak
standin Ofalr}(:{al 1n}provement of the Indians and the improvement 1n his
grow Vggetabll\ {ng. They have comfortable houses in many cases but will not
€arneq to mteb’ %Sl they leave home during the berry season. They have not
andle theilr tranﬁt 1ing by and for this reason the department Must continue to
€XCept +he ust funds. Very few in the three districts, if any, are on relief
Ii the aged and infirm.
I wil] Tgsgédﬂhke to ?ubmit that report, Mr. Chairman.
COmIrI;ittee -tl'li;eﬁ)critfﬁgg_ now as I left another importan
give u}sleyglﬁ,‘“‘m“m Thank you very much. Mr. Matthews, would you care to
M report now?
n man;; Ilu\gg\éTT’HEws: I will do my best, Mr. Chairman. The problems existing
88 matior ”fei d‘“ not exist in connection with those with which I am familiar.
0t an entit © act, we have just two schools and one reserve. This reserve 18
We i e itself, it 1s adjacent to the real reserve at Birtle.
It is &bou?"‘? ld school at Elkhorn which, I think, is one of the farthest west.
IOcat'ed : .elg hty miles west of Brandon, near the Sackatchewan border. It 1s
high\va\}uifhree or four hundred yards from the village and right near the
€86 case ‘l & lmattcr of fact, the question of roads does not enter into any of
Capah]e ms o 1_1 have in mind. The Principal is the Reverend Dixon, a very
comfortablan in my judgment. The school is a good building, aury, clean and
. 1797 5'0_ far as I could see. I do not know how lo_ng it }}as been bul_lt
and rqyp, know it has been there.more than forty years. It is still in good repair
Fo er a fine looking school.
In sﬁv;hloned there to say I would call. As a matter of fact, I have been calling
them, tha of these centres for a good many years. I did not try to impress upon
they at this was an official call for I think most of thep Know me SO well,
I“’Ould have laughed at me.
found 123 pupils enrolled in the various grades; 98

If you will excuse me,
t meeting to attend this

were from The Pas,
district. They were

One f :
StUdyriOm Churchill and the remainder from the surrounding ;
ing up to and including grade nine. Five from The Pas of the year previous
here were

We A
thl‘ii In high school in the village, just a few hundred yards away. T |
said”;l grade nine and one in grade ten and one in grade eleven. I believe
tudieg ey were taking studies up to grade nine, but they were only taking

S up to gra.de eight in the residential 'school. ' :

ang t}fnato? Fallis mentioned the matter of contact between these Indian pupils
£0 an?i white pupils in the schools. 1 was asked the same question about a year
O fiye I was asked to get some information on that, which I did. T asked four
that ,tI’,eaC,hCPS for their observations but they had not observed anything like
splefldi dlhe]r unanimous verdict was that the Indian ppplls were rgcen{ed
With ¢, y by the white pupils in the schools and there was 1o discrimination
refusede exception of ome or two cases where the Indian students absolutely
et by kt(') mingle with the others. It was just their temperament; they would
¢k in a corner and stay there no matter what attempts were made by the

ot _
e pupils to be friendly.

Dot g he prineipal informed me in that school the pupils study & whole day and

by h alf day as in some places. All the Indian schools, I believe, are {nspected

distriet provineial school inspector. It is inspected by the inspector in whose

a Ot-%av?;e school is located and this inspector’s report is sent to the department
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The general atmosphere of the school I would say was first class. The

of them were very attractive, intelligent, good-natured natives. The medica
work in that school is looked after by the resident doctor, as I say, three or four
hundred yards away. The pupils are well cared for in that regard.

There is a quarter section of land in connection with the school and, if I

remember correctly, they farm another quarter section. I do not know all Mr.
Dixon’s qualifications, but I did find he is quite an expert gardener. In thell

garden around the school last fall the pupils harvested 3,500 pounds of carrots;

1,809 pounds of onions, 2,016 of cabbage, 4,084 pounds of turnips, 1,500 pounds
of tomatoes, 3,249 pounds of beets. All this produce came from this fairly large |
garden surrounding the school. They also had 600 bushels of potatoes from |

the fields, 681 bushels of oats and barley, 103 loads of hay. I left the school

with a very good impression of the work they were doing and the general atmo-

sphere of the institution.

I then went to Griswold. It is the only reserve or partial reserve in the
constituency. A highway runs right through the reserve. There is no Indian

agent there, he resides at Birtle, the main reserve, some fifty miles distant: |

This has been the case for a good many years. There is a farming instructof
at this point, W. J. Young. He, perhaps somewhat unfairly, had to assume
more responsibility than a farm instructor should be asked to assume. He ha$
not the prestige of an Indian agent but, at the same time, he is carrying on and
doing a great work. I will give you a few more statistics here. And I may sa¥
at this point, in my judgment, this land is some of the best in the province.
there is any better land I have not seen it. There are 2,814 acres of cultivate
land. T have the figures here for the 1946 yields. The figures are as follows:
wheat, 699 acres, 16,301 bushels; oats, 591 acres, 20405 bushels; barley, 351
acres, 10,200 bushels; flax and rye, 80 acres, 1,525 bushels.

I may say at this point I was there when they were just completing the

combining of the flax. It was the best crop of flax T have ever seen and they
got it combined and in the elevator just before the bad weather set in. M
Young told me about what it would net in cash, but I would not like to quoté
the amount because I may not have it exact: It was a very satisfactory amounts
I know that. They have also a large tonnage of green feed and cereals and &
good crop of potatoes. Two hundred and forty tons bf wild hay were harvested:
On the reserve they have 178 cattle and 299 horses. T was told that the averagé
Indian did not care very much for looking after cattle or hogs because it keep®
him home, but he is fond of horses. ;

At the same time, they had some very fine shorthorn cattle on the reserve:
I was there when the cattle buyers came along to buy some of them and
would say these cattle would provide pretty good beefsteaks. For next year
crop they have 757 acres of summerfallow and 270 acres of newly broken Jand:

Someone mentioned the difficulty in some reserves in getting machinery an
that, no doubt, is correct. Of course, it prevails everywhere. I did not hed’

-any complaints about machinery. It is no doubt scarce. I did notice this, aﬂd /

I want to refer to it, the machinery which they had and which was not in usé
was being well looked after. It was either in sheds or in shade of some kind:
It was not left scattered around to be broken by the stock or by other means of
destruction. The barns appeared to be well kept, everything in its place. 1

venture to say, offhand, the department has no better farm instructor in Canad® :

than that same W. J. Young.
Concerning the school, there were two women teachers when I was ther®

Miss Harrold and Miss Smears, both of whom, I believe, have gone elsewher® &

This is a misfortune to the reserve. This school and the school at Elkhorn ar¢
both under the Anglican church. They had a harvest festival service the d&

scholars were bright, sharp and intelligent looking, nicely clad and clean. Many

$
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befor &
dok t:ng OVv‘\’]f;: Ehetrl? and they were having a dinner that night. The teachers
B i o the church, a short distance away, and I have some snapshots
B fret taken of it. I want to tell you I never saw the inside of a
B astefully decorated with the products of the harvest than I saw
hieth ha dre{rserve. In response to some remark I made one teacher said
e ad done the work themselves. The whole design and the use made
I Zf:'réo-u‘? £rults was simply amazing. ,
themsei{r:asz?” ‘1‘\\’(&)7W1,1 you need not tell me that these small girls designed this
Some years Vell,” she said, “the mothers of some of these girls were students
and Jivin oagfl in the residential schocl at Brandon. They are married now
girls comgr; Ie?edlel{eserve So'pos:ilbly they made the design, but I do know the
Value of the &_11 the details.” To me, this was very striking proof of the
e ’1}'051( ential schools. These women could mot have obtained that
ringinz 2 2}19{0' These mothers are now back at home taking their part in
thing i W(f) ld\en own families. T felt if we only had enough of that sort of
o .u not be very difficult to solve that problem.
Teceived fieal‘; fihat school, under the direction of these two women teachers,
i Cana?(rin tflc sale of handicrafts, $680. They received orders from all
a the Brandg, ll;‘om Victoria, British Columbia, to Nova Scotia. Last summer,
andicrafts. n Fair, these same girls won twenty-two prizes for their work in
theSeI ‘:;'as impressed by a remark made by Sen
thinkorirtler\]v;&eim%l training. I think it is a splendid idea.
WOmI@In ¥ like,( ave to be done rather tactfully—well,
five Ore;iexagglin’ the medical work is taken care of by a resi
R miles away and who has been doing it for five or six years.
5y em so fa.r as that is concerned.
e residential school at Brandon is an excell

ator Fallis with regard to giving
At the same time
we all know what

dent doctor who is
There is

ent institution, immediately
Assiniboine River in one of

e : .
most beautiful locations on the whole river. Farming has been carried on
Generally there is a

H]OS

erdt E?CZ%SSfully down through the years at that school.
rin'Cipa]L" orthorns there which are the envy of many good farmers. The
Where 1 18 ItJhe Reverend 0. B. Stroppe who was formerly, I think, from some-
avinear ondon, Ontario. I feel that the government is cer'tamly fortunate
ool wg men of the calibre of both Mr. Stroppe and Mr. Dixon. The first
are 174 as opened in 1892, 55 years ago and the present one 1n 1930. There
one t, tpuplls enrolled, 26 from Norway House. The grades taught are from
takipn i inclusive. There are five students living in the industrial school and
Dine §n%rade eleven in Brandon Collegiate. Sixteen in this school are in grades
8boye ten. The per capita grant is $170 each and for those_ﬁve mentioned
transpoartl extra $50 out of which come expenditures for clothing, board and
g 5 R The department pays the collegiate fees.
instrugf.akm.g to the principal, Mr. Stroppe, I was informed that full day
Mgty lon is given to all in grades nine and ten, and throughout the session
ction is given in needlework for the girls and technical instruction for the

bo ;
¥S. T am informed also statistics are no longer kept particularly as to the
schools and in residential schools,

Per

by C?tn tage of attendance with reference to day :

0 pe is generally realized that the percentage i the day schools is from 60 to

Hoe T cent and in the residential schools about 90 per cent. No doubt Mr.

ihas all those facts before him. ;

iy regards the desirability of day: schools rather than residential schools,

Sy&enfmppe is of the opinion, after many years’ experience, that a desirable

nelyg; would be keeping the children in day schools on the reserve up to and
Ing grade six so that in their more tender years they would have some
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home ties estabhshed Then, they should go to residential schools for grades 7,
8,9 and 10. It is also thought there should be two branches of advanced training
in residential schools, one for those who show an ability for academic work
looking towards their taking on professional duties of some kind, and the other
branch would include those not given to academic training. Much of their
instruction would consist of needlework, cooking, etc., for the girls and farm
and technical work for the boys. The latter in many cases are well adapted for
mechanics and could be given subsequent training under the Provincial Appren-
ticeship Act where they would receive financial assistance. Mr. Stroppe esti-
mates that about 4 per cent would follow the academic work and 96 per cent
the manual work. It is stated about 95 per cent of the collegiate graduates do
not continue to university but enter industry or business of some kind.

I can quite imagine someone will ask me, “Did you find anything wrong?”
Yes, I did. There is some general renovation needed at the school at Elkhorn.
A new school is urgently needed at Griswold. The school which is there now
is not suitable. In Brandon, some of the classrooms need new seats and from
75 to 100 chairs are needed. Some of the buildings are out of repair. I do not
like to say too much about the principal’s home because it might be inferred
he was making complaints. He was not. I have been in his home several
times. It is in a most dilapidated condition. The principal of the residential
school in Brandon should not be asked to reside longer under these conditions.
I believe the matter is now up for consideration and I hope no time will be
lost in making a great deal of improvement.

At this point I just want to stress that, in my judgment, there should be
more attention paid to the technical training for boys. I do not mean in the
university, but the ordinary training they can get which will enable them to
carry on repair work in machine shops, garages and that sort of thing. After
they get that training, some assistance if possible, or if necessary, should be
rendered to them to set them up if they desire it, in business for themselves.
I think the sight of a number of these young men, capable, energetic chaps;
entering their own business, no longer being employees, would be one of the
finest object lessons which could be given to the people at home on the reserve
and especially the young people.

I have some further remarks, Mr. Chairman, but I shall discontinue now,
it being after one o’clock.

The Cuammax: Thank you very much, Mr. Matthews, we appreciate your
report very much.

Gentlemen, it is after one o’clock and we have two others on the list to be
heard, Mr. MacNicol and Mr. Castleden. Are there any others?

Mr. Raymonp: I do not know, Mr. Chairman, I was not on the list fO_I‘
to-day, but during the week-end I intend to visit a reserve near Maniwakl.
It is only half a mile away.

The Cuamman: Would you care to make a report.

. Mr. Ravymonp: I do not know if I should be able to do so. I should like
to know if the list is closed?

Mr. Brackmore: May we hear the remainder of Mr. Matthews’ report
the next time?

The Cuamrvman: If it is your pleasure we will hear the rest of it on
Tuesday.

Mr. Hargness: I have not put in my name to give a report, but I think
perhaps I should say, I would like to make a few remarks about the three
reserves immediately adjacent to Calgary.

The Cramman: The meeting on Tuesday next will be in room 368.

The committee adjourned at 1.00 p.m. to meet on Tuesday, March 18, 1947
at 11.00 a.m.
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APPENDIX

g held by Mr. Thomas

List of Bands who had representatives at meetin
BIG;»

Reid, M.P., at the Tzeachten Indian Reserve Community Hall, Sardis,

on October 22, 1946:— .
Aitchelitz - Skulkayn
Skwah Soowahlie
Skway : Semiahmoo
Kwaw-Kwaw-Apilt Seabird Island
Squiala Scowlitz
Tzeachten Katz
Yakweakwioose



94 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

- APPENDIX BL

List of Indian chiefs and Indian Affairs officials who were present at |
meeting held by Mr. Thomas Reid, M.P., on Seabird Island: Chief Paul Dick, |
William Pascal, Secretary, from Pemberton Indian Reserve; Chief John Hall, |
Mr. Richard Malloway, from Sardis, B.C., and Mr. W. Coleman, Inspector of
Indian Agencies.
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APPENDIX BM

’ ReporT OF Visit To THE FoLLowiNg INpiaN RESERVES
SAUGEEN — CAPE CROKER — CHRISTIAN ISLAND

By W. Garfield Case, M.P., Member of Commission on Indian Affairs,
Member of Joint Committee of Senate and House of Commons
on Indian Affairs.

W GSurvcy of Indian conditions at Chippewa Hill, Saugeen Reserve, made by
- Garfield Case, M.P., November 21, 1946.

Whe The first interview took place in the morning at the Saugeen Village School
P&Mm’; Logan invited him to address the pupils.

at 59 r. Case complimented the children on their attendance and stressed
the me? length the advantages of education. He also explained the purpose of
anq t1151t referring to the setting up of the Parliamentary Joint Committee
1e appointment of the Commission on Indian Affairs.

rs. Logan, interviewed reported as follows: There is an enrolment at the

S¢ .
ho(il of 37 with an average attendance of 32 to 34. :

h f the children are absent how do you account for them being away?
€y are usually absent due .to colds.

hat grades have you here? There are the grades from one to seven
‘am qualified to teach grade eight. T

Whe What age is the eldest child? The eldest child is 16. The youngest child is
t age? The youngest is six..

the Are there any other schools on the reserve? Yes, there are two others,

cotch Settlement School and the French Bay School.

Do these children respond to teaching? Yes, they do.
ow long have you been here, Mrs. Logan? I came th
In Owen Sound.

0 the children speak English very well?

hig}, hen the children have finished here is there an inc
er education? Sometimes there is. :
% $ there anything you might suggest for the improvement of the school?
Anolthl think a piano is needed very much. We have an organ at this time.
Iel‘ thing is electric lights. On dull days the lighting is very poor.
e the school comfortable? Yes, we have a very comfortable school. Have
a caretaker? Yes. : ?
1 shIs there anything else you might suggest? No, I don’t think so except, that
iﬁeguld l{ke to see the Indians have a fair deal. I @lnnk there is too much
,I?}nce in the treatment of the Whites and the Indians. ;

) a fq le children sang “Good King Wenceslas.” Chief Pa}ll K(_ewauslng spoke
ti0nw words to the class and they were granted a_half holiday in commemera-
byt }?f the visit. Mr. A. E. Robinson, M.P., from Kincardine was 11 attendance

ad to return to Southampton for the morning. P

A - Second visit was made to the French Bay school where Mr. L.M.
aSepSOD, an Indian teacher, invited Mr. Case to speak to the chlldren.l l;i
Xplaj addressed them along the same lines as at the previous schpo gnd
erll-led carefully the purpose of the visit and the broad objectives in mind.
Viewed, the teacher replied as follows:— :

Ow many children are there on the roll? Sixteen were reported with an

ge attendance of 13, varying a little throughout the year.

taUght is fall and f(')rmerly
Yes, they do speak it well.
lination to go on for

AVerg
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What excuse is generally given for absence? Usually it is sickness but some-
times it is the weather and distance. The attendance is usually good.

How long have you taught here, Mr. Sampson? 1 have been here sincé
February. Where did you attend school? I went to Toronto University from
1925 to 1930. Did you graduate from the University? No, I didn’t but I a® |
following it up now at Western University. What did you do before you
received your discharge from the army? I was in Christie Street Hospital in
Toronto. Did you live here before? No, I came from Manitoulin Island. D1
you have any previous experience before you came to this school? Yes, I was
on a reserve in Northern Saskatchewan where I taught. !

What is the age of the eldest child here? He is fifteen and the youngest
five. What grades are you teaching, Mr. Sampson? I am teaching from oné
to eight. What happens to the children after the eighth grade? Some go in®
Southampton but one hundred dollars supplied by the Government is insufficient
for them to continue. Usually the children after eighth grade do not have a8
opportunity to go on. ]

Do you find that family allowance has improved the attendance? Yes, if ’
has improved the attendance. :

Are you married, Mr. Sampson? No, I am single and I live in the homeé
here beside the school. Is it comfortable? Yes.

What age is this sehool? I do not know the age of it.

Is the school comfortable? Yes, it is. = I was here last winter and found ‘
it satisfactory. ;

Are there any defects you would like to point out? There is a shortage of |
cupboard space. I would like to have a larger eupboard.

The children were invited to sing and with Mr. Sampson accompanying
them on the organ sang “O Canada” and a children’s hymn.

The outside of the building was inspected and it was found that the step?
were in need of repair. Much of the brick work needed attention and the schoOl )
is in need of eavestroughing.

A half holiday was declared in commemoration of the visit and Mr. Sampso® i
thanked the speaker for his visit, and his speech impressing on the children the¥
need for education.

Stopping at a returned man’s home after leaving the school it was found
that Jerry Onquette had spent four years in the first World War, two yeat?
overseas. In the war just past he served four months as a Veterans Gual'd
There were five children in the family. No allowance was being given for tW¢
not attending school. These two children had a skin disease which they wanted
to have the doctor examine. Mr. Onquette has fifty acres of land and a nic®
home. - ‘ :

Chief Paul Kewaushig, on the return trip from the French Bay School, wad |
left at his home to prepare for the meeting to be held in the afternoon at *
Scoteh Settlement Meeting House. The chief owns one hundred acres of 1a®
with fairly good buildings. He is a farmer. Besides his farm he has fifty acr®
on the Sauble Beach, leased for building cottages. He introduced his wife
the real chief. g

The next farm home was that of Angus Naskawa. The father died a yed |
ago. The young girl interviewed stated that an eighteen-year-old brother carr f
on with the farming. There is a family of nine. Naskawa owns one hunch‘ecl ﬁ
acres of land with good buildings on this property. X

Andrew Cook came from Cape Croker to the Saugeen in 1938, with D
family of eight.. They bought a house but do not know just how much and
there is on the place as it has not been surveyed. Vegetables for their own U
are grown.

One daughter, Alvina Cook, who is sixteen years of age, attended ®
Residential School at Brantford but had to leave because they could no.long
accommodate her. She wished to get her entrance at the local school but W&
refused admission. -7
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The mother stated that they like it at the Saugeen but the land was not so
800d as at, Cape Croker. The United Church attendance is poor as the majority
goet() the Pentecostal meetings at Southampton. They enjoy more lively services

155 .
Other representative homes were visited at random and generally were
) onsidered comfortable except for minor repairs.

At the Scoteh Settlement School the following information was obtained:—

Mr. Wells, the teacher, was ill and school was'not in session. There are
.nlnctec_n children enrolled and the records showed good attendance. The school
'S a brick building with a good furnace. It is in good repair except for eaves-

foughing and minor repairs to the roof.

There is a substantial dwelling adjacent to the school for the teacher. It is
Unucql)pied. The teacher lives in Southampton and motors to work. This
®Welling should have some attention—it ris metal clad and shows signs of
“Xcessive rust. It is considered worth saving and it should be sprayed with
#uminum paint, or something to stop the erosion.

This report aceounts for three schools, two United churches, one Catholic
thurch and two community halls in substantial repair. -

:The meeting held in the Scotch Settlement Meeting House on the afternoon
of November 21, 1946, was opened with a religious ceremony. Chief Paul

“Waushig welcomed the speaker. Mr. Case addressed the gathering and outlined
ully and in detail the setting up of the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs and
¢ appointment of a Commission in order that the work might be continued
u“{lg the parliamentary recess. He also referred to his experience in the
ritimes and expressed his pleasure in noting the apparent progress made
b Saugeen as compared with the Indians in New Brunswick, P.E.I., and Nova
Cotia. He sought to encourage regular school attendance and urged the parents
GOSCC to it that their children.had the benefit of an education. He stated the
vernment of Canada and employers generally would always find a place for
Vel qualified applicants and in support of this noted that the counsel for the
Joing Lcommission was an Indian and very highly regarded. He also noted that
¢0In high public office and in positions of great trust were Indians and he
Teferred to the large number who had taken up school teaching as a profession.
¢ stressed that, while interested in purely local problems, even though they
Aight be considered administrative, his real objective and the (}bJﬁCUVG of the
Ommittee was much broader, in fact in a word it could be said “we want ’?9
1Seover ways and means whereby we can help the Indians to help themselves”.
. A. E. Robinson, M.P. for Bruce, spoke briefly, complimented the Committee
0? 1ts important work, expressed his regard for Mr. Case and assured the Indians

1 continued and sincere interest. : s X
; The Indians were then requested to offer any suggestions which might assist
U the bettering of their living conditions.

¢ Chief Paul spoke in his own language with Mr. Louis A. Sampson, teacher
the French Bay School, acting as interpreter.

3 o “The time has arrived when the government, of the country has seen fit
| th Teview our cause,” said Chief Paul. “They are doing it with the interest of
€ Indian at heart. Ever since the war ended we have seen certain movements
?foot in which the Indian figures a great deal. We do not look for any
ediate action in this case as it will probably take some time for the Govern-
Nt to start operation of the intended action. We want to_know more oit the
Otives of the Government and to have a better understanding of the business

| D hand at the present time. ;
ths The Indians on the reserve have no way of starting any enterprise and we
“;IZ the returned soldier should have the first benefits of any steps taken in

4923




98 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

this direction. We think he should have financial backing with which to buy
tools and materials to set up farming or any other undertaking he might have
in mind.

The reserve would receive benefits from this in more ways than one as the
Indians who had not served in the armed forces would, through time, follow the
example set by the returned soldier. It is very difficult to have a large gathering
of Indians, as some work off the reserve but they will be informed of the
proceedings in due course.”

At the close of this speech by Chief Paul Kewausig the following discussion
took place:—

Have you a doctor on the reserve? Yes, we have. Several complaints were
lodged against the doctor not answering calls at all times. Where does the
doctor live? He lives at 7 Brody Street, in Southampton. Do you have to
report, to the agent before seeing the doctor? Yes, we do. It was the general
opinion that it would be much better to be able to go directly to the doctor.

Can you tell me anything of the general health of the reserve? Yes, it is
fairly good.

Are the old people of the reserve well cared for? There is no one to look
after them but they receive relief through the Indian Council. It was felt thab
the old age pension would be a great help.

How many families are there on the reserve? There are five hundred and
one people altogether.

Do you know how many acres they have per family? Yes, they have
fifty acres as a grant but they are allowed to buy more. On the land he owns
does he get a location certificate? Yes, he does. Can he will the farm to his
family? Yes.

How many acres are there on the reserve? I do not know.

Where do the Indians go to do business? They usually go to the store
closest to the reserve and some go to Southampton. There are no stores on
the reserve.

Is there a sawmill on this reserve? Yes, we have a sawmill operated by
an Indian. : :

Where do most of the Indians make a living? Most Indians work on the
reserve but some work outside cutting wood, and other jobs. Some of the girls
work in hotels. Rl : ‘

Do any of the Indians make their living by fishing? Not now, there is
no fishing here. How is the hunting on this reserve? Not too good.

Is the land at Sauble Beach, which is owned by the reserve, leased? Yes,
some people have leases on this land.

Do you know how much is in the band fund here? No, I do not know
how much is in the fund.

Mr. Elizah Wabagona then addressed the group: “The Indian volunteered
for service in the armed forces to fight for the principle namely of bettering the
lot of the Indian. We feel we have played our part in assisting the British
to overcome their enemies and we want a return of a spirit of trust. We did not
join the army simply for ourselves in this generation but for the generations to
come.” The Saugeen enlisted sixty-three in the armed forces, three paid with
their lives, and one was wounded.

“It is a well known fact that Canada possesses vast natural wealth,” said
Mr. Wabagona. “The white people become rich from it but the Indian getd
nothing. We feel we have been wronged from the earliest time and have been
deprived of things which are ours by natural heritage. While in the war 0
1914-18 we were presented before the King and we were assured that justice
would be done.”
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our assurances

“I quite understand the situation and I am satisfied with y
days and that

th:t the white people are conscious of the bargaining of those
YEZV ill eventually see that the wrongs are set right.”
one x-chief Andrew Ritchie then brought up the matter of their interest
ﬁfteersl’. i T fet St i den ol paid semi-annually instead of
Teingtay, The Indians feel that the fifteen dollars, received formerly, should be
Oa %d by now and also made retroactive to the day the decrease was made.
their }131 behalf of the Saugeen Reserve Indians, Mr. L. A. Sampson then presented
I rief (Attached, see Appendix B.N.) and the discussion continued:—
CSh"Chere any livestock on this reserve? Yes, there is livestock.
prov lef Paul Kewausig thought there should be a loan set aside for home
sk ement as well as for agricultural purposes. £
Insllragegou have fire insurance? Yes, we have no difficulty in getting fire
fun dgha{é happens when an Indian moves off the reserve, can he take any band
Th es, he can get band funds for ten years and live off the reserve.
nvit le ladies were then invited to speak but at this time none accepted the
tation.
fransgir . Case then asked for an expression of opinion as to the franchise. The
g se does not seem to matter to the Indian if it means giving up any of
I'éghts they now have.
aftep ,Sle.f Paul then voiced the opinion that the Indians like the right to look
ther 119)11“ own roads. He thinks there is not sufficient money be:ng spent on
°h00§in 0 you feel that the Indian Counecil should have greater agthomty in
e mg t'l}(‘“' d"c_tﬂl”, C(_mstable and looking after roads? Yes, Indians would
es “_Ore interest in their own affairs than a white man. Have you a constable?
°°n§tal)el hf}?ve one we do not care for him. Do you think you should have two
e for es? No, just one good one. How many have you on the council? There
our councillors and the chief.
Driate(}j}e} chief then stated: “I think the land-at Sauble Beach is being appro-
Teserva? @ eyl else poaching on the land.” Have you any maps of the
Show; e? No, but I think we, each councillor and the chief should have a map
lng thQ boundary lines.
Pon trs. Cook, whose home had been visited in the morning, was then called
ou]do make any, suggestions she might have to offer. Mrs. Cook thinks they
have a better doctor and also a new agent. “When we want to do business

Wi
thEthe agent he is not available,” she stated.
Togdg X-chief Andrew Ritchie again led the discussion and the matter of the
Shouldwbas continued. Mr. Ritchie stated that he thoug
0 kee e given to surrendering the Seoteh Settlement Highway
the gob. 2 TePAIr because of the heavy traffic to Sauble Beach.
& Ot‘}’lmnment .ShOUId provide better equipment for ‘ghe farmers su
I er farm implements, and better stables for animals.
o there any gravel near here for the roads? Not very near. e
My it}::ir‘e are no dentists on the reserve and we think there should be, said
: 18;
Mr. Alfred Thompson then declared that he thought the women, if twenty-
should have a right to vote and to serve on the council of the band.

he following Brief was then read b Mr. S on.
y Mr. Samps :
In thon November 19, 1946, a meeting of the Saugeen Band of Indians wa?) 1held
&cine Saugeen Indian Reserve with the purpose of discussing the basic pro ;ms
Bandg the_IndianS of Canada, particularly as they affect the Saugeen In 1fan
orth, This was done in anticipation of the visit of Mr. Garfield Case, M.P. for
anqg Gr ey and a member of the Parliamentary Committee gppomted to examine
consider the Indian act. It was moved by Mr. Elijah Wabagona and

4492\3 3

He also thinks
ch as tractors

One,
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seconded by Mr. Savage John that a man who is conversant with both theé
Indian and English languages be appointed to record the mind of the Saugeed
Indian Band as revealed in the discussions regarding the present Indian situation;
and to act as interpreter—Carried. ‘Mr. Louis A. Sampson, teacher at Frenc
Bay, was unanimously chosen to fill this post and he willingly acceded to the §
request. /

This is the records:—

We, the members of the Saugeen Indian Band, appreciate the action taker
by the Parliament of Canada to study the position of the Canadian Indians, for
we feel and trust that this move is undertaken with the view of improving theé
lot of the Indians in general, that is, economically, socially and morally, and 0! |
securing for them a just and proper place in the structure of this country’s
economy for all time. / ,

1. Mr. Garfield Case has rightly said that “We must play our full part; |
constantly seeking to secure for our people that sense of security and freedon
for which such terrific*sacrifices have been made on our behalf.” The worl
. war, which ended last year and in which Canada was victorious, was waged by
this Dominion for this very purpose and we feel that any government of Canadd |
which ignores the manifest claim to justice of all sections of its people, however
few in numbers some of those sections may be, is violating the principles of fair
treatment of minorities upon which the Canadian federation is founded. It if
noteworthy that a very large percentage of us Indians volunteered to serve iB
the armed forces of this country in the last two world wars. Since, as a nation;
we no longer have any effectual voice in the direction of this country’s destiny; |
it would perhaps not be too sweeping to state that we fought for a country which
is no longer, in the actual sense of the word, our own. However, we are certaid
that our action was not amiss and that we did our duty to humanity. Therefore,
we would suggest to the Parliament of Canada that the spirit of good faith i
which the treaties were signed be revived and thus restore the morale of the
Indians of Canada. It is recorded that the Indians of the treaty-making days
had one thing uppermost in their minds, and that was, to safeguard their
economic life such as it was. One treaty commission reported—*“On being in-
formed that their fears—were groundless as the present manner of making their
livelihood would in no way be interfered with, the Indians talked the matter
over among themselves—the meeting being again convened the chief spoke;
stating that full consideration had been given the request to them to enter int®
treaty with His Majesty, and they were prepared to sign, as they believed
nothing but good was intended.” This is the good faith that should not have
been and should not continue to be betrayed.

Obviously the Indians of those times lived solely by the hunt and if they.had
had other means of livelihood they would no doubt have made an attempt t0
safeguard those as well. Times, however, changed which the Indians in their
unenlightened state, could not foresee, and soon in many parts of the country
settlement by the foreigner expanded and the Indian found himself gradually
‘being deprived of his livelihood, and there could be no recourse to law to restoré |
his imagined rights, owing to the provisions of the treaties themselves. {

The B.N.A. further complicated the issue by giving the provinces undisputed |
control over natural resources and the Dominion Government, which has chargé
of Indian affairs, found itself thwarted in its efforts to provide the means of
livelihood as provided for in the treaties. Further by the Natural Resource
agreement of 1930, the Dominion Government practically left the Indian at the
mercy of the provincial game laws. The injustice of this is obvious when you
consider the land area of the Dominion and that the total Indian population i
only one per cent of the Dominion’s and that only one-half of the Indians live
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gg’n;f_applng and hunting. The hunt is the Indian’s Birthright bqt he was
e zed none the less simply because the Whites were depleting this natural

“ource of the country. ‘
in SOT;O all intents 'an(,{ purposes, the treaties have gradually become worthless
been a‘a‘aas the Indian’s Immediate economy is concerned, and these treaties have
We ) u 101‘1t_,at1'\'ely. descr_lbed as having been “legislated almost out of existence.”

farn with satisfaction that the Dominion and Provineial Governments

1 1s of benefit to the bands living
We,
ace. It w : ! lems
from th would seem that we have very little or nothing that we can retrieve
Sight aledtl'eatles for our economic rehabilitation. Lacking the necessary fore-
% L nd finesse chfxractenstlc of hard-bargaining business men, our forbears
to the Bped the treaties gave away untold millions in natural wealth. We. refer
in devilql_unes and timber, The Dominion and the provinces saw fit to co-operate
In ian SIng a scheme relative to only one of the natural resources, whereby the
appérei t(l)f the northland retrieved a substitute for their lost. rights, and whlgh
Tespoet fy has proven satisfactory, namely fur conservation. . Our loss in
Mil}ioy, % the other natural resources has become the white man’s gain, and
conditiines haye been made while the Indian of today can only lament the
ealt], r} of his forbears, who made no reservations respecting the natural
a Cono the country . However, we feel that the people of Canada are aware
Make 5 Sclous of this wrong. ~Parliament, which is the voice of the people, can
E Mends and legislate benefits for the Indian, which, if they cannot be got

an measure_ the actual wealth of the country, could at least be much greater

‘ 10se which exist at present.

s 11\?’1any deserv}ng Indians are unable to raise capital for any enterprise.
Coylq kf ul examination, many Indians, particularly from the younger generation,
throy, }e found, who, if given the opportunity to make a beginning anywhere
to becgl ﬁnaqmal backing, would be successful. In this way, those who wish
Dreg n0me citizens would find a more constructive way of becoming so than the

Machinery of enfranchisement of Indians. _ ri
by the O“"l.ng to the great diversity of avocations and habits of living followed
0 Culet Indians in different parts of the Dominion and to their varying degrees
Work o2 | attainment, we feel that a blanket program for the Indian cannot
Satisfactorily. £ :
With oy he Indian war veterans are desirous of acquiring the rights of citizenship
We hel; qualification. They exercised them during their periods of service and
1éve that they have earned these privileges. 3 i ]
of In(i. € believe that Indians of ability should be engaged in the admmlstrat_lon ;
It i lan affairs. This is particularly desirable in the case of Indian Agencies.
of h; tatural for a man of Indian blood to take greater interest in the progress
S People than a man of another race.
he meeting closed with the singing of God Save the King. _
of ¢}, he interview closed with a visit to Mr. Donald Robertson, Indian Agent
e SaUgeen, who supplied the following information:
L2009 OW many acres are there on the reserve? There are about 9,020 acres;
acres being north of Sauble Beach at Chief’s Point. ‘

'e there any families living there? Yes, there are two. i i

8, oW does the population divide here as to religion? Mostly Pentecosta

Un(iitegmted' Church members, but there are some Catholic. There are three
Churches and one Catholic on the reserve.

resen,eo Most of the Indians farm? Yes, mostly, although some work off the

hay :
ix? ‘t% devised a fur conservation program whicl
08¢ areas where the hunt is still the normal pursuit of the Indian.

s Most of the land surveyed? There are about 4,000 acres not surveyed.
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What way have the Indians of maintaining their homes? They have &
band loan system. They come to the bank for the loan and it has to be repat
with five per cent interest.

Will the interest money of the Indians be raised from ten dollars to fiftee?
again? Yes, I think so. :

What about the doctor situation? He is paid by the Department of India®
Affairs, one hundred dollars per month. :

Do you think he answers calls? So far as I know he does.

There is a family who cannot go to school because of skin disease; is thaﬁ
right? That family is hard to get along with. The doctor has been there and
says it is poison 1vy they have. Do they take the children to the doctor
No, they do not. Would they be paid if they did? No. How old is the doctor* |
He is about 55. Do you know him fairly well? Yes, I do.

Have you very many elderly people on the reserve? Not very many’
What is done for them? They get a relief ration of about $5.35 per month
If, in your opinion they needed more, have you the authority to give it %
them? Yes, I can in clothing, fuel, ete.

How many Indians are there on the reserve? There should be five hundred
and seven. Some are working away. Are they here on pay day? I sen’ -
their money to them. '

How long have you been here, Mr. Robertson? I have been here ninetee?
. years on the 16th of November. Was this your first agency? Yes.

Of these five hundred and seven people could you tell me how many
families there are? Yes, there are approximately four hundred and one, wit
only one in some families.

In the matter of family allowance, do they receive their cheques direct? '
Yes, they do. I believe they should do some of their- own' business in ord®
to become more self-reliant. |

Are the Indians supposed to report to you before seeing the doctor? Yeé# 1
but they can call the doctor from the store if I am away and he would ansWé
their call.

Has R. Walker most of the leases on the land at the Sauble? No, he ha#

_only three. Has the Department knowledge of the other leases? Yes, they
are approved by the Department. Is there any band land at Sauble? Yes, b%
it is not surveyed, and none of it is leased. How long does a lease run foF
A lease runs for five years and after that time is renewable. Do you know h0
many leases are direct with the Department? Yes, they are all direct with the
Department. i

The following names were given of the people leasing land at the Sauble:

R. Walker, No. 21 Allenford. R. B. Curry.

W. L. Renton, deceased. Robert C. MeFall, No. 21.

Henry Carson, No. 21. William Baxter, 1 ordinary lot.

J. Geotz, No. 99. Clifford Bunt,

Stanley Brown, No. 21. James Emmett, Lot No. 21.

N..S. Schultz, Brantford. * D. MacDonnell.

Robert McFall Robert Walker, Lot No. 18 11
Harold A. Meggs. ; . (can sublease). |
Normon Rusk, Lot No. 21. D. MacDonnell.

Harry Parker. L. W. Ingles.

Thomas Carson, Lot No. 17. Walter R. Menzies.

Alfred Smith. Howard MeNeil,

Orval G. Stewart. Joseph M. Potter.

William Morrison. Orval Wain.

; Do.the‘Indianvs receive the amount of rent that the leasee pays? Yeﬂé |
Is it paid directly to them? Yes, it is. How quick is Ottawa in sending o3
cheque to them? They are not very fast in returning the cheques. }
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f Would the old age pension be an advantage? The old people are cared
Or fairly well. Is there any place for an old Indian to go who is unable to care
Or himself? There is practically no place for them to go.

g Does the Department of Indian Affairs give anything for the upkeep of
Oads? No. Some of the money comes from the band funds.

Why 1s Mrs. Logan opposed to the Cook girl attending school here? i
Up until the family allowance came it was impossible to keep that family
o school, They would come one day and be absent the next. It was the same
Brantford where she attended school. . ;
l‘aise{is there much live stock raised on this reserve? Yes, quite an amount is
th How do you find the liquor situation? A great number are getting liquor
at should not be. The veterans think they should continue to get it the same

3 they did while in the army.

b ave you a police on the reserve? We have our own reserve constable. He

aas be_en here since 1914, Could it be improved? We have been trying to get

cn assistant. Could you not get a veteran? We have not decided on who we
ao}ﬂd get yet. In the main is the reserve fairly well behaved? Yes, there are
ew fights among themselves. .
Are there any fruit trees on the reserve? Yes, there are some. -

it Can the Indians cut timber and sell it off their own lots? They can cut

for their own use,

b Can they shoot game out of season? Yes, for their own use. Can they
Unt off the reserve in hunting season without a permit? No.

Is there any fishing done here? There is no fishing here at a_ll. :

b ave you any questions you would like to ask? No, I think things have
€en discussed fairly well. s p

.. There is no electricity on the reserve? No, but there is some talk of getting

1 next year.

W Inspection of Indian Conditions at the Cape Croker Reserve, made by
- Garfield Case, M.P., November 22, 1946.

In company with Chief Thomas Jones, the schools of Cape Croker reserve
Wer@.visit,e(? yI‘he first was Little Port Elgin, No. 2 School. Chief Jolr(les
Xplained. thie purpose of the visit, and introduced the speaker. The speaker
Mpressed upon his listeners the importance of an education. The chllﬁiren 1sv‘a[mg
LGrandfather’s Clock”, accompanied on the organ by their teatc' er, ; tx}'lse.
Vizxallze‘ The children were dismissed fordtlxe day in commemoration o

. An interview with the teacher followed. :

Mr. Case asked: “What is the enrolment here, Mrs. LaVallee?” The roll
Sows thirty-six children with an average attendance of about qt_hlrty. B

Do you live in the village, Mrs. LaVallee? No, I live a%ugneﬂ isagéually
Sicknlf the children are absent what excuse do they usually offer!

€88, '

Y, Do you think family allowance makes any difference n the attendance?
es, I thi?k it makes a great deal of (%iﬁelr?encre. sl !
OW long have you been at this school? Just si ) :
ol What, qugaliﬁcatg;ns have you, Mrs. LaVallee? I have completed my second
48 and have part of my first.
Do you like teaching? Yes, I do.

- 214Ve you any family? No, I have no family. BT
Is the scho‘o}r comfgrrtable? Yes, it is comfortable but T think it needs
redecorating. : i
Is the outside of the school in good repair? Yes, 1t Is.

| ’ it myself.
ave you a caretaker? No, we ha¥erglet£ ﬁ{;éi odz)ll-ar}s’ a month. Would you

 like i) 0 they pay you for this? Yes,

Caretaker, Mrs. LaVallee? Yes, I would.
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Do you find that the children respond to teaching? Yes. Would you agree
that education is important? Yes, it is really most important. Do any of the
children seek higher education? Yes. How many grades have you? I have
all eight grades. How many have you in the entrance class? I have four. One
in this grade is thirteen years of age. How old is your eldest pupil? He is
fourteen, and the youngest is six.

Where do the children attend high school? At Wiarton, if possible. Do
you think a high school on the reserve would be an improvement? Yes, it
would be. Parents have a difficult time dressing their children properly to attend
outside schools.

Are there any other suggestions that you wish to make. No, except that

supplies from Ottawa are very slow coming through.

Upon inspection of the school a bad scar was noted at the rear of the school,
as evidence of a fire at some time.

At Sidney Bay School, No. 2, Chief Jones introduced the speaker, as a
friend of the Indians. Mr. Case explained the purpose of the visit and outlined
the objective. The importance of an education was stressed. Mrs. Akeqenzie
then led the children in singing the “Cradel Song”, and “O, Canada.” The
speaker complimented the children on the best singing heard in a two day tour.
Chief Thomas Jones then suggested that there should be an organ in the
school. School was dismissed to commemorate the visit and an interview with
the teacher followed:—

What is the enrolment of the school? There are 11 pupils on the roll, the
average attendance is 10-5.

What grades are you teaching? Just up to seventh grade.

Does the family allowance make any difference in the attendance? Yes,
it makes a great deal of difference.

Is the school comfortable? It is quite drafty at times.

Do you get good co-operation from the agent? Yes, we do.

Are your living quarters comfortable? Yes:

Have you a family? Yes, I have five children, two have passed their
entrance and one is going on to school. T had three pupils in the entrance last
year and all passed. Two of these went to Wiarton to high school.

Does the Department help pay for the education of these pupils? We asked
for $300 and got $250. We paid the rest ourselves.

Did you ever have an organ here? There was ene here in 1943. 1 would
like a piano. Can you play? Yes.

How long have you been teaching? I taught 1943-44 and last year. Have
you a certificate? No, I had three years of high school. :

Are there any other suggestions you might offer? Material requisitions
are very slow in coming through from Ottawa. Goods asked for in April las
year had not arrived by September.

The final school visited was Cape Croker, No. 1. After the introduction
by Chief Jones and the purpose of the meeting explained by the speaker, the
children responded with applause. Led by their teacher., Miss Burke, they
sang the “Sweet Bells of Christmas,” “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere,” and at
the request of Mr. Case sang “O, Canada”. The children were dismissed with

the Lord’s Prayer and left for a half holiday to commemorate the visit. It was =

noted that all schools were well conducted. Miss Burke was then interviewed.

What is the attendance average of the school? The average is 38-65,
with an enrolment of 43.

If the children are absent what excuse do they usually offer? It is usually
illness or skin disease. The children are very punctual.

‘What grades have you here? I have from one to seven. How many are
there in grade seven? There are four.

What age is your oldest student? The oldest is 16 and the youngest six.
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dresslgges family allowance help the attendance? Yes, the children are better
is 5 £h80e evidence of manual training, do you teach it? Not at present, there
stortage of lumber but I am qualified to teach it.
A back hz:" i‘l)r}g nhaVG you been here? T was here from 1933-1939 and then came
i 30 YBarsC DHS summer. How long have you been teaching? I have been teaching
Gir 0 you like teaching the Indians? Yes.
also Jijc. e school comfortable? Yes, but it needs some repairs. It leaks. I should
1Xe to have the walls serubbed .and painted.
I 4ve you a basement and furnace? Yes.
Gareta,skth.ere\a-caretaker for this school? No, I get $5 but I would rather have a
Vice er. Chief Jones suggested that the salary paid was too small for the
Where_ do you live? I live in the living quarters here at the school.
0 chllldren respond to teaching? Yes, very well. ‘
4ve 'you any suggestions? I think new books would be a help.
and alSISSfBl“'kC finds t{Jap the fifth readers are far in advance of the pupils,
as i 0 feels that the Social Study text books are not suitable. The basement
18pected and found to be in good condition.
Unite ISTI'CDOI't covers three schools and two churches, one Catholic and one
happ ¢ Chere are three halls; one town hall, St, Mary’s hall and a community
at Little Port Elgin.
Was ‘:ﬁqthe time of the visit to Cape Croker, Mr. Fred Tuffnell, Indian Agent,
My, Tuﬁggllon a hunting trip. Chief Jones supplied the information concerning
W(l)w long has the agent been here? About eight years. '
8 he 18t is his education background? He has a very limited education.
ageng married? Yes. Has he any family? No. What did he do before becoming
A He was a labourer.
shora E tl,le"e any leases on the reserve? Yes, there are some leases. The
Are e is sub-divided. Our members ean buy these lots and lease to anyone.
t~le leases approved by the Department of Indian Affairs? Yes. Do you
aXes on this land? No, it is still Indian property. !
fq S there a band fund here? Yes, there is with about $385,000 annuity.
Member of the band withdraws he gets anywhere from $800 to a $1,000.
W(l)w many acres are there on the reserve? There are close to 16,000 acres.
amjl 't is the population of the reserve? There are 430 here. How many
€8 are there? I do not know. A
oW long have you been Chief, Mr. Jones? I have been Chief six years
heg his g my third three-year term. How many are there on the council?
]e)al‘e four councillors and one secretary. ‘
ticket © the Indians have location tickets? Yes, for 25-acre lots. Loca’gon
more? are only for the men, the widow can inherit the land. Can you buy
255, 2d? Yes. Ts some of the reserve not surveyed? It is all surveyed into
acre lots, with road allowance. There is a Marine reserve of about 75 acres

®I€ the lighthouse is situated. :
deparfhj0 keeps up the roads of the reserve? We have a grant of 80(172; frgm T’Eﬂe
Wor) ; it for the maintenance of the roads and 20% from the band fund. The
'8 done by the Indians with & white supervisor.
How do the Indians make a living? -The ones brought up on 'the farms
Y on there and the rest go in for fishing. Is there any trapping? The

tra‘ . . . s
'butp%nng 18 very limited. How about hunting? .The hunting is fairly good,

€ fishing is the main industry.
g‘311era,i)w many stores are there on the reserve? There are two stores, both




106 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

How are the conditions in the homes? I couldn’t say the conditions of the -

homes are fair.
Who is responsible for the upkeep of homes? The people living in them
are largely responsible for them.

Who aids financially in building the house? The band will loan the money-

The money is borrowed and paid back with interest.
Are veterans able to get their grants without any trouble? T do not know.

Have you any police on the reserve? We have a new one and a deputy. Aré

police paid by the Department? Yes.

Are there many old people on the reserve? Not so many. How are they
provided for? We have a sick relief of eight dollars per month. If they aré
unable to cut wood they get five loads on relief. The old people, unable t0
support themselves are given twenty dollars per month. In turn they assigd

their holdings to the band.

Who pays the relief? The department. The chief makes out a statement

o}f1 what is bought. The statement is sent to Ottawa and the chief receives the
cheque.
Is the family allowance paid direct? The family allowance goes direct t0

the recipient. Some of the Indians think the family allowance is a gross income:

‘We have been trying to tell them they must stop work on account of receiving
this allowance.

The following farms were visited:

Ex-chief Oliver Johnson is a veteran who had one son in the army.

Mrs. John Taylor. .

Mr. Francis Nadjiwon lives on a farm and has a splendid herd of cattle and
hogs. They have a nice home and family. Mr. Nadjiwon is a returned man.

Other representative homes were visited at random, all were clean and
considered fair, many are in need of minor repairs and other improvements.

In the afternoon a fairly representative crowd gathered in the Cape Croker
Town Hall. Chief Thomas Jones addessed the gathering, introducing the speake!
as a personal friend and saying how favoured they were by having a member 0
the royal commission on Indian Affairs so near their own reserve. Mr, Case
addressed the meeting at some length along similar lines as at “Saugeen”. He
outlined ‘the broad objectives, stressed the advantages of education, urginé
parents to see to it that their children get the best possible education. He agal®
pointed to the opportunities for those who are qualified. He also complimente
the Indians on the general appearance of the Reserve and noted the very fin¢
contribution made in response to the Nation’s call during the Great War, The
two honour rolls displayed gave the following: For World War Two: 85 enlisted;
9 paid the supreme sacrifice, 2 were wounded—the total enlistments include
6 Indian girls, a most commendable contribution from such a small populatio®
commented the speaker. The second Honour Roll, World War One gave th
following: 60 joined the forces, 6 were killed in action, 23 were wounded a®
one severely gassed. Certainly, this high sense of loyalty and devotion

“traditional with Cape Croker. The people of Canada, indeed freedom loviné
people everywhere, owe a great deal to you and now may I venture to hope th#
the fruits of victory and the sacrifice you have made may bring tangible evident
of our regard and appreciation. We want you to feel free to discuss yo
problems, keeping ever in mind the broad approach.

Chief Jones led the discussion which followed.

“T do not know”, said he, “why we have to have a detour bv our Indi#®
agent to get what we want. We lack authority. What we need is more authority
and direct contact with the Department of Indian Affairs.”

Mr. Oliver Johnson, ex-chief then spoke: “I am in sympathy with whﬂt
Chief Jones says. It seem as though the mistress of the household is really ©

agent. How did Mr. Tuffnell get the job when there are better qualified men fof :

t
3
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the Position? We are leaderless without a man of education. As the agent goes
50 goes the reserve. We lack sparkplug. I was asked by a white man if there
Was any chance for him to get the agency and T said “yes, if you are durqb
Fhough.” We gre making no progress under the circumstances. Our agent 1s
DOwn as the “Don’t know agent”. Everything he is asked he does not know.
K Chief Jones then told of an Indian applying for a position as lighthouse
feper. He had the necessary qualifications but being an Indian he was refused.
ere the lighthouse is adjacent to the reserve it was felt that preference should
€ 8lven to an Indian veteran,
i After the thought was expressed, that consideration should be given to
Sp‘é;iasmg of teachers’ salaries, Chief Jones requested the returned veterans to
/ _\Vllmgr Nadjiwon responded to this invitation. When asked by the Com-
Missioner if the veterans were able to get their grant his answer was “not unless
they were property owners.” “I wanted a tourist camp when I came back but
coat didn’t comply with rules so I applied for nets. It took so long for them to
. me through the fishing season was ended. I then applied for a course! Word
anue thr?ugh I could start one in November and then it was postponed until
ary.’ - :
o Are you working? No, but T will have to find work. Have you had any
1% of work pay? T received one cheque. :
abous oS your agent know anything about this? He does not know anything
Out the Veterans’ Act and doesn’t want to.
o The Ch{ef and the visitor continued: Is the Doctor employed by the Depart-
s -8 1s a civil service appointment. How often does he visit here? Once
& week in winter and twice a week during the other seasons. Do you have to go
0 the agent, hefore seeing the Doctor? Yes, we do. L
; Is there a sawmill on the reserve? No, we had one but the buildings were
S Poor condition and the inspector ordered it sold. We have been unable to find
& mill since. We think we should have a sawmill. ,
th Alfred Jones said the mill had been repaired once but did not last long and
€y had not had a mill since 1939. Through not having the mill he lost fifty

logg through rot, . .
s there a good deal of timber on the reserve? Yes, there is plenty of timber

I
but it j not commercialized. § ;
B The ladies were invited to speak and Mrs. Akewenzie, teacher of Sv{dne(}if
May school thought the women should have a say in the council of the bafn
th T8, LanHee, of the Little Port Elgin school suggested the old age -lpens1fon '?I‘
§ € Indians, ang Mrs. Johnson was of the opinion that widows with a family
ould have the mothers’ allowance. LA f
L M Walter Johnson again spoke: “Loans can only be given toward ?I‘r}?;
Iqulpment, cattle, ete. Sometimes we would like loans for other ventures..ld.
0ans we oy get exclude any tourist industry. We have no N % DRCER
®ottages on Jots, We think the loan act should be introduced. ko
bld nother thing I should like to ask is that some act be made to retain our
‘Shmg grounds. " N The Indians
shoul] ave any of your grounds been taken a,v,vay?’ No, not yet. 3
s be not asked to give up their grounds. d his opinion that the

he veteran Mr. Wilmer Nadjiwon, then expresse )
Older ndians were the ones owning the best homesteads. Unless a veteran wishes

to Settle j : for him to start farming. He
In the bush lands there is no chance for him to . k
“Uggesto that some plan be started whereby the land, without any improve

€0ts put on them could be recalled for the veteran to settle on. ;
Mr. Akewenzie stated that you could not purchase land for farming and

Aswered thege questions: Have you made an offer for land? Yes, I have. They
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are not interested in gelling. How much land do they own where you made the
offer? They own one hundred acres. He would not put a price on the land?
“No, he wants the land for his son. I think they should sell the land for fair
compensation,” declared Mr. Akewenzie.

“There is another side to the picture”, said Chief Jones. “We are too far
from the market to make a success of farming. Supposing you do stay on‘the
land for the next ten years and do not make any improvements will you be
willing to sell your land as vou are asking the older people to do now?”

Mzr. Walter Johnson then suggested that the council be given the authority
to see that anyone receiving a pension assign his land to the band and that
any land being misused be taken and rented to veterans to help solve the land
problem.

Chief Jones then suggested that a contingent fund be established to start
the operation of the tractor and threshing machine but that the amount be paid
back to the fund after ‘operations had commenced.

Is there any expression of opinion as to whether or not you should have the
franchise? Mr. Walter Johnson replied: “To become a white man it is not the
taxation that hurts it is giving up our treaty rights.”

Mr. Johnson then brought up the liquor question. “I think we should have
a permit.” “We can always find a bootlegger.”

Mr. Nadjiwon: “While in the army I could get my liquor the same as the
white boys. The day I put off the uniform it was refused me. I was an Indian
again.”

The speaker then asked the ladies what they thought about the men having
liquor permits. Mrs. Arthur Jones: “I would rather see the men get their liquor
from the store than from the bootlegger.”

Mr. Jones: “I think the Indian should have the privileges of getting his
liquor by permit and let him keep inside the law or take his punishment.
think there is more harm being done by refusing the permits than if the Indian
were permitted to get the liquor the same as the white people.”

Mr. Walter Johnson thought the women should have a vote. “We are
advanced to a stage where the women are better educated than the men”, he
said.

Dowry rights of women should also be recognized—an Indian should not
be allowed to dispose of his holdings without his wife enjoying the right to object,
or to protect her interest and future.

Community farming would be a help here too

Mrs. C. Jones thinks provisions should be made for an ambulance instead
of the individlual having to pay for it. Could the ambulance be paid from the
relief fund? No. It would come under the head of the welfare.

Chief Jones again spoke: “In the times past, provision was made by the
" band that twenty dollars be paid for a casket. This grant was discontinued.
In my opinion this grant should come from the bank fund, instead of the
individual having to pay for it. If a member of the band dies within two days’
time of when the pay sheet is made up he does not receive six months’ benefit
from the fund. They should be given a decent burial.”

A worthwhile suggestion was made by Mrs. Akewenzie that a grant be
made to all Indian children desiring to continue their education which would
help them as far as they cared to go in school.

Mr. Walter Johnson again expressed his opinion that the members of the
band should determine who would be in the band instead of it being decided
by the Council or the Department.

Mr. Arthur Jones, ex-councillor, felt that destitute children should be
allowed to attend school and provisions be made for them. They are non-
participants of the Indian trust funds. In further explanation, Mr. Jones went

|
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On—j :
Stamg 2; dIn(ﬁ?n woman marries a white man she forfeits entirely her Indian
Commoy | awl‘lgv}fts, so do her children, yet if an Indian woman becomes the
White man 4 \aive of & white man, she is still recognized as an Indian. If the
destityte I eeertsfher. , she can return to the Reserve, but her children are the
1t encoyp ﬂ?-] referring to. This Act should even be revised, as at present
acge§ IVINg 1n sin and tends to lower the moral standards of the Band.
Unable 1, oo XPressed his regrets that A. E. Robinson, M.P., for Bruce was

hi 9 accompany him on his visit. :

n Suehlei ;Ighoma?s Jones suggested a vote of thanks to Mr! Case for his visit
B Tk 7 lor{n) day. This was moved by Mrs. Akewenzie and seconded by
0000 Johnson and wag unanimously endorsed. The meeting closed with the

"08Ig of “God Save the King”
Tuespay, November 26, 1946.

CaseSlll\g VI(;Y Of Christian Island, Indian Reserve made this day by W. Garfield
In com s a.f03'lnel' member of the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs.
Was re acgml)an} with Mr, W. S, Arneil, Inspector of Indian Agents, the reserve
b ﬁcd_ at 2.00 p.m. and the schools were visited.
I8 Sister Arst nterview took place at the Roman Catholic School, the teacher
C urch im.Ma“e- Also at this school, conducted by St. Francis Xavier
2 ‘éa{ Sister Daley—hoth resided in comfortable quarters at the school. .
Wging 11 ab}e_t-alkcd to the children, stressing the advantages of education and
Windg’ ¢, i <illlclyen to take advantage of every opportunity to improve their
their at they in turn might make the best possible contribution to the welfare
joing, i people in the years to come. He also explained the setting up of the
he R, H}mlt'tee on Indian Affairs which later resulted in the appointment of
anq « val Commission. Affer the children sang “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere”
2> Canada” they were dismissed for a half day in honour of the oceasion.
1ster Ann Marie was then interviewed :— y .
Agent’ov:h many are there enrolled here? There are seventeen, including the
amj] S three children. The average attendance is from fifteen to sixteen. The
W Y allowance helps to promote regular attendance. The diseipline is good.
many grades are there here? There are grades from one to seven. :
teaChin: teacher has been here since September, 1946, but has twelve years
80 on 1 Xperience and holds first Class Normal Certificate. Very few children
to High School and response to teaching is only fair. The school is
Ster M There is a piano in the school which
Therel arle plays. They also have a Sewing Club for the women on the reserve.
Ore are ten girls'and seven boys attending school. The girls are generally
tio 4, L cPtive to education. I understand that Sister Daley gives some instruc-
,‘Ifl andicrafts, :
tllf: second interview took place at the United Church Day School. This
IsabeUWO‘room school in charge of Mr. Frank Showler, principal, and Miss
as gt thlexander_ ‘Here Mr. Case addressed the children along the same lines
aDpeay, ¢ other school, except that he laid great stress upon dlSClphne-—:bhls
the ¢d to be at a very low ebb—and Mr. Case urged the children to appreciate
latergr °at opportunity they were enjoying and how much it would mean to them
hOlidaon' The children were dismissed in honour of the occasion for a half
M-Y- Miss Isabelle Alexander was now interviewed:— : §
des > Alexander came to teach here on September 17, 1946, and is teaching
Ringi,, € to four. She has twenty on the roll with an average attendance of
Childry Per cent. The usual excuse for absenteeism is illness. The younger
Phe D have a limited knowledge of English which restricts their progress,
Y do wel] in arithmetic” but in other subjects appear dull. The Standard

Ongg>:
tarig Department of Education Currieulum is used. The teacher has no

Cert; 5 T
tlﬁcate, she is an Oceupational Therapist, and her knowledge is very limited.
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There appears to be little or no discipline whatever, the children doing about
as they please. This could be attributed to another condition. However, it is
understood that great difficulty was experienced in securing teachers. The
school is comfortable with living quarters occupied by the male teacher but is
shared all day and evening—she takes and prepares all her meals here and
sleeps at the agent’s house. A furnace at the school is in good condition. They
" have a caretaker. There is a piano which no one plays. Miss Alexander enjoys
teaching and believes family allowance has helped the attendance.

The third interview was with Mr. Frank Showler, the principal, who teaches
grades from five to eight. The children range in age from nine to fourteen.
Their response to teaching is fair. There are twenty-one pupils on the roll and
the attendance average is ninety per cent. Excuse for absence is usually illness.
. The discipline is very poor. Mr. Showler says he wants to develop “greater
self expression” and I believe he is getting it if he can keep the school house
nailed down. He has no teaching certificate, but had one and one-half years
at the University of Toronto. The only previous experience was one year
teaching the Japanese. He does some work as a Missionary on the Island and
takes Sunday Services. He commenced teaching here on September 17, 1946.
He occupies the living quarters which he shares in the daytime with Miss
Alexander who prepares the meals. He is also organizing a Young People’s Club.
The situation is not the best, it would be better to have two male teachers, or two
female teachers if possible—in my opinion—or if possible a man and his wife.
Certainly it is unfortunate that neither teacher at this school is qualified to
teach. There is a Women’s Institute on the Island and they are quite.active
at this school.

A number of the homes were now visited. These are, in the main, hewed
log dwellings—whitewashed both outside and inside and very clean and warm.
There are some needed repairs but this is receiving attention as fast as material
is available. The settlement is pretty well located within site of the shore line
while the farms are further back on the reserve. There is a very fine reforesta-
tion project in evidence on the light sandy land. The spirit of the Indians
appears good and the home dwellers made very few complaints. Mostly one-
room dwellings, with a loft or attic were in evidence, with cook stoves and
limited other furnishings. Homes were picked at random and while the natives
appeared to have a limited knowledge of English they were friendly. Christian
Island is some distance from the mainland and I take it the women have little
opportunity to mingle with the whites—the men are better qualified with
English and particularly the veterans, of whom there are quite a number. There
were thirty enlisted, three were killed in action and one was wounded. There
were three women also enlisted. :

The island is beautifully located and two other islands, well timbered,
belong to this reserve, but are not occupied. However, timbering is carried on.
There is a sawmill and a shingle mill, also a tractor for farm work and for
the mill. Fishing is a substantial occupation and is good. There is no hunting
or trapping. Farm produce is consumed on the island. There are about
thirty-five head of cattle, forty-four horses, one hundred hogs, no sheep and
very little poultry. Farming is of mixed variety.

There is one store on the island operated by the Chief. The Indians
do business in three neighbouring towns: Lafontaine, Penetang and Midland.
A substantial motor boat, capable of hauling a sizeable tug, operates regularly
from and to the island to the mainland. This is the property of the reserve an
the boat is operated by an Indian. Their supplies are transported by this convey~
ance when navigation is open, and likewise they transport their pulpwood to
the mainland. In the winter time a winter road is maintained across the ice-
A taxi service is operated from Cedar Point, the launch landing wharf, t0
various centres. No automobiles are operated on the island: “they woul
have no place to go if they had cars.”
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o An Open Forum or Band Meeting was held in their very fine solid brick
“Mmunity Hall and was well attended by both men and women with a number
9 children present, :
th Here Mr. Case described fully the setting up of the Joint Committee and
ofe abpointment of a Royal Commission whose object was to study the problems
the Indians with a view to revising the Indian Act, in the hope that some-
g could be done to help the Indians and to make it possible for them to be
& ter equipped to help themselves. The objective has’ a ‘brpad application
rat IS not necessarily concerned with purely administrative problems, but
her‘than the whole Indian problem.
il Iscussion was invited and the following took part: Dan Monague, Coun-
M Or and member of North American Indian. Brotherhood; Bert Monague,
abrs' Ben Monague and others. Unfortunately Chief Robert Marsden was
Sent getting supplies for his store. However I met the chief twice, first on
my Wway in and again on my way out. It is understood that he Wlll have a
feting of his council and further representations may be forthcoming by way
& Drepared brief. RS
. The meeting was conducted in the best of good spirit and the following
Points discussed: :
for Z0ctor—He can come almost any time during summer but very difficult
him to get here in the winter They would like a qualified resident nurse
e; Winter months, and should also have a small emergency hospital on the
o lel'\'e._ The nurse could reside here. They think the Indian Agent should be
®ll skilled in-first aid. o
- entist—They have had no dental clinic since 1939; should hold clinic
Ice a year.
ang hey have had a clinic in Midland for chest X-ray, and also one for nose
ot throat. A number of the Indians have had their tonsils removed. It was
that the nose and throat clinic should be held more often.
Yes—Quite & number should have glasses. 5
\ere are two schools, two churches, one United and one Roman Catholic,
e 8ricultural Hall. The chief and council are elected. The Indian Depart-
- .18 being blamed for doing away with the band secretary; they want
18s1on to revive this office, to keep the records of the band, ete. :
Cong he present agent .was appointed in June and has apparently won thel(xi'
inte d?nce—'“ he is the best agent we have had,” and is always prompt an
fested and dependable, F il
Uniy complaint was made that there was a terrible lack of discipline e;t l’pﬁe
it, ,%d Church school. The children just walk out whenever they feel li 2
the; hey feel that the children should be punished and encouraged to respec
' teachers more. 5
ut 41 cre are two policemen on the reserve and the conduct generally is goo%,
up they should have a truant officer or someone should be delegated to roun
the children who play truant. ;
chool—The school should have a cement foundation.
Family, Allowance—The family allowance is being paid direct; there are
Problems connected with it, i
monAged People—There is no special plan in effect; they get $3 every ttreg
Ind-ths from the band funds and $6 per month from the welfare departmfn_b?
fop 20 Affairs. This should be larger. They believe Indians should be e égl 8
(o & reasonable old age pension, i.e., $20 monthly for a single person an @Z;»h
ta $15) for g couple living together. They admitted standard of living, wi
{Xemption, would not require as much as white people. i
a cation ticket entitles holders to fifty acres of land. Veterans generally
Wﬂﬁ‘pplying for $2,320 rehabilitation grant and the grants are bemg-ap;}rovefi.
cop+>_COpegog, with four years’ service, complains that approval is slow in
Ming through. :

i)
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They have a softball team and hope to revive soccer now that the young
men have returned. There is a small brass band and all are fond of music.

The fishing has been pretty fair. They should have an edger and a planer
for their sawmill, and more power. The tractor should have rubber tires on
account of the sand.

The band feel that they should have more self-government on the reserves
and that their recoinmendations should be respected. The homes should beé
improved and made more comfortable as soon as material is available.

Dock—The dock should be improved, particularly in lieu of prospectivé
tourist business, which this reserve has decided to try and cultivate.

Liquor Permits—They feel veterans should have liquor permits. Indians
will not abuse it if privileged to obey the law. The present restrictions leave &
feeling of inferiority. Indians doing business, as these people do, with outside
interests are looked upon as inferior when they are unable to join in having &
glass of ale in a beverage room. Veterans enjoyed all these privileges during
the war and feeling runs pretty high now that they are denied. However,
can see no advantage in granting this right to veterans alone—the other Indians
would on doubt seek to prey upon their advantage.

Henry Gauthier is the Agent. Recently appointed, he resides, with his
wife and four small children, in the residence provided. He had two vears ab
high school and was a crane operator in a shipyard previously. He is also &
veteran. He feels that the drinking problem would improve if restrictions
were removed from the Indians. In any event they are getting the liquor now

and drinking it too rapidly, as it is a serious offence for an Indian to be caught -

with liquor; not so serious if he has consumed it all. He endorses the feeling
of “inferiority” referred to by the Indians and says the veterans resent it
very much.

The Agent is thirty-four years of age and served in the armv thirty
months. His children are all small, three of school age attending the Roman
Catholic school. :

A pension of $3 for three months is provided for the aged and infirm, plus
$6 monthly relief, wood fuel for winter, and clothing if necessary where they
have no income whatsoever.

Mr. Gauthier held a tonsil clinie on October 29 and 30. All school children
were examined by Dr. Tanner of Midland. Eight children have been operated
on since. He expects to hold a dental clinic at an early date. Arrangements
are being made for it and the clinic has been authorized by the department, by
Dr. Moore. Eyes were examined where required and a chest clinic was hel
recently. The health on the reserve is good.

Conduct on the reserve is also good—there are two constables (acting)
pending permanent arrangements. Mr. Gauthier is anxious about the discipline
at the United Church school and feels handicapped by lack of the teachers
coming to close grips with the situation. He is also concerned about the schoo
attendance and will check more closely on this. I was personally quite impresse
with the apparent sincerity of this young man. :

All in all, T am satisfied that no great problems exist here. The Indians
are being encouraged and, with the education improved, I look for continue
improvement in the days to come. I enjoyed very much Mr. Arneil, who gave
me so much valuable information—but who absented himself from the inter-
views. However, he was the soul of courtesy and I feel he is indeed a most
valuable man. Greatly interested, he is possessed with a wealth of knowledgé
and I am sure is doing his very best for the Indians and is anxious to improve
the quality of the agents.
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

'THE SENATE,

Tuespay, 18th March, 1947.

appo’il;}zedSpemal Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons

Indianz to continue and complete the examination and consideration of the

Tefepy, i (Chapter 98, RS.C., 1927), and all such other matters as have been
ed to the said Committee, met this day at 11 o’clock a.m.

Presiding: Mr. D. F. Brown, M.P., Joint Chairman.

B Tesen :

Me The Senate: The Honourable Senators Blais, Fallis, Macdonald (Cardigan),
een, Paterson and Taylor, 6.
The House of Commons: Messrs. Brown, Bryce, Blackmore, Case, Castle-

de
; M;lél\%}éarlton, Farquhar, Gibson (Comoz-Albernt), Harkness, Little, MacLean,

ol, Matthews (Brandon), Raymond (Wright), Reid, 15.

elfIn attendance: Messrs. R. A. Hoey, Director; B. F. Neary, Superintendent,
are and Training; G. Patrick, Veterans’ Land Act Section; C. Roberts,

elfare Section, Indian Affairs Branch,
Illdiz:j Obtinuation of reports from members of the Committee who visited
R Reserves during the last Recess of Parliament.

Re Harkn
(C Ports were presented by Messrs. Castleden (Yorkton, Sask.), Harkness
agary East, Alberta), R}arymond (Wright), Farquhar (Algoma East),

4cNico] (Davenport).
: ﬁhere.are no reserves actually within the constituency of Davenport, but
* MacNicol did visit some reserves in the Maritime Provinces and in Ontario.

Ma,rThe Committee adjourned at 1.00 p.m., to meet again on Thursday, 20th
°h next, at 11 o’clock a.m.

T. L. McEVOY
Clerk of the Joint Commattee.

84797\]&
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

’

THE SENATE,

March 18, 1947.

appoThe Special J(_)int Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons
S ]ljnted to examine and consider the Indian Act, met this day at 11 a.m.
Kl Brown, M.P., (Joint Chairman) presided.

repo};ge fC'HAI.RA\.IANI Gentlemen, during the last meeting we were dealing with

reServewo Individual members of the committee on their inspections of Indian

Wo lb' Mr.. Matthews had not completed his presentation, I believe, and
uld ask him to proceed now.

of thMr - MarTHEWS: There is nothing left to be said, Mr. Chairman, that some

the € other members wil not cover in their reports, and you can forget me for
Present and go ahead.

Unt; The CHARMAN: Mr. MacNicol is next on the list but he will not be here
U later,

Woméshy ou know, gentlemen, wa adopted a policy at the last meeting that we

€ach ave these reports presented without questioning. At the termination of

Werq Presentation if there were important questions to be asked on points which

Tepo 10t answered to your satisfaction We would then ask that the member
Iting pe permitted to answer questions put by other members of the

CQI . A g
pl“orérf?el(g,tee‘ Now, Mr. MacNicol not being here, I will ask Mr. Castleden to

n ;\/Ir‘ CasrLepEN: My, Chairman, I have a short report. I visited various
illteren reserves throughout my constituency. I may say that I/first took an
anq cs In these Indians some years ago when several bands and their chiefs
4 Ingl}nmllors came to see me about conditions on the reservations. Whenever
to pr i ﬁpds that anyone is interested in his condition, he is very anxious
Ing;, oS0t his case, As g result of several years of experience I find that the
3N gener. ally is a very sick man., 1 think Dr. Tisdall was right the other

€n he said that the majority of Indians in Canada are sick people.

ro e Second point I wish to make is that the Indians will not be able to make
EXjgt Per livelihood for several reasons. In many cases the opportunity does not
the fon the reservations for them to obtain sufficient to live properly and produce
bUsinood that they require or secure clothing in order to carry on the ordinary
Even ﬁss of living so that they can make a proper contribution to their band or
anq 1. ceP themselves, The Indian seems to be kept down; he is kept in 1gnoranc}?,
TWan ® 8 kept in poverty. T am talking about the western Indians in Saskatch-
L Spe\the ones I have visited on the reserve and the ones who have come to me.
d°es 2k as the result of several vears of service. The training they are receiving

10t it them for the life which they are to lead. :

he m 1€ of the big objections the Indian had when he came to me was that ?vheg
that ade a complaint about his condition he was not given a proper hearlrgg},1 f?xll)
9u0teat any rate if he was heard there was no redress. Several In%ladn_s mig v:
Whep, d. There is the case which occurred some years ago on an 1n lain gef'ei!e
ang te 4n Indian boy left the school and ran away onme Friday, : e tlle 5
hrOUgh a mistake of some kind he got lost and was found frozen to death.

h? CHAIRMAN: When was that?
113

day
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Mr. CastLepEN: About 1939. And the Indians complained about the
situation and nothing seemed to be done about it. The Indians also complaid
that in many cases their agents treat them with a sort of superiority. The Indians
feel that they should be allowed more say in their own affairs. The Indian 18
not allowed to handle his own income. His trust funds are operated from
Ottawa. I found very few cases where copies of the statement on the trust.
funds was ever given to the Indians concerned. I believe where the Indians
asked for a copy the authorities gave it to them after some time; but in most
cases the Indian did not even know he had the right to have a copy of this
statement, and when he got the statement there was a great deal in it he did not
understand because of his lack of education.

He finds when he gets these statements that a great deal of relief which i
paid to the Indians on the reserve is taken from his own trust funds, an
whereas certain standards of relief are set out in the Act and by the department
as to what he should receive he finds that these are very niggardly given; 18
most cases they do not meet the standards that are set up by the department;
and he finds in most cases he has had this deducted from the band fund.

The Indian has no proper voice in his own affairs. The voice of the band

and the chief and his councillors is often completely disregarded and in many |

cases the agent himself is there when the meeting of the band is held.

Angther complaint was that when he sold some of his produce from thé
reserve as a result of his farming operations that money was kept by the agent
and doled out to him periodically.

Mr. CaAIRMAN: Mr. Castleden, I do not want to interrupt you, but let us
try to be fair in this matter. It was understood that we would give report®
of what we actually found.

Mr. CastrepeN: This is what T found.

The CuAlRMAN: Is that what you found?

Mr. CastLEDEN: Yes, that is what I found.

The CHAtRMAN: Don’t you think you should give us precise places and
names? .

Mr. CastrepeN: This is the Gordon reserve at Punnichy. p

Mr. Case: You say they are asking for a greater voice in their own affairs:

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Yes. ‘

Mr. Case: You are saying that they do not have that voice now and ar®
asking for it?

Mr. CastLepEN: Yes. The Indian bands complained to me also—I refét
to the band I met last year at Muskowekwan reserve at Listock. I found als
that their treaty rights have not been lived up to. After the treaties wer
signed by the Indians and the white men following the Riel rebellion in 18%°
concerning the areas covered by the treaties, these people were promised th#
when they were put on the reserves they would be properly cared for and th#
*proper living opportunities would be given.

The CrARMAN: Again, Mr. Castleden, I do not want to appear to be ®
nuisance in this matter, but in fairness to the other members of the committ’
may I say that the members of the committee who have spoken so far have sal¢:
“I went to such and such a place, and I talked to so and so, and he told me 80
and so0.” Now, what you are giving us is your own opinion.

Mr. CastrepEN: No, this is what the Indian himself has told me.

The Cramrman: Tell us just that. You went to so and so and talked t‘;
so and so and you got certain evidence. Now, that is what we want. So fa
. we have not got that from you. Give us that kind of information.

Mr. CastrepeN: I am giving you evidence of what they told me.




The CHAIRMAN:
Mr. CastrepeN:
The CHARMAN:
Mr. CasTLEDEN:
The CHARMAN:

I8 the name?

Mr. CasTLEDEN:
The CrArMAN:
Mr. CasrLepeN:
The CrARMAN:
Mr. CastLEDEN:
The CrARMAN:
Mr. CasTLEDEN:
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Who told you?
The chief T met at Muskowekwan reserve.
Who is he?

Chief Poor Man. .
You talked to Chief Poor Man at a certain place; what

At Listock. :

And who were present with him?

A number of his band.

Do you know the names of the others?
No.

How many were there present?

About eight.

The CramrMAN:

t Mr. CasTLEDEN:
0 make,

The CrarMAN:
i Mr. CastrEDEN:

And he told you what? ¢ oy
This is what he told me; these are the complaints he ha
That is all right; that is fine. : told
He also complained that under the treaty they t:vef)?o o
seh they were to be given a school on the reserve and they have notg They
8 290l yet. They complained about the type of education they lge SRt
igld a good deal of the time of the children in the re51dent-1a1.schoot ngepjo

4 Working and that as soon as the children became proficient & % e
Wround the school they were left in that position. The complaint mad S
h 35 that the white man had not lived up to the treaties he had (Silgn‘% Bt
u?d been told that the provisions of these treaties must be carrlsd ;))u Wi
Mm0§t good faith and the nicest exactness, to use the words us dresg’ b L
;X-O ITis at that time. The Indian complained that he had no re

Sting administration. : 3
The Cramman: Is that this chief you are now referring to?
%‘Ihr CastLEDEN:  Yes.
Ne Cuatrman: He said that? g

h Mr. Castiepen: Parts of their reserve had been taken f‘mn;dthszlir]inzméhgt
t}ad Do copy of any agreement that the Indian band had sign e
w,l}?y had surrendered this part of the reserve. They hatdrg((i)ré‘sesx.) Tiie Tadians
genzm they could complain and from whom they might ge tusl form. of

rally “expressed their desire to help in working out SOmg e
a t pressed their desire to help e  The Indian wants
tlteratwn of the Act and the changing of the administration

tra; € treated with equality and he wants to be given the opportunity to be
Med 5o he can exercise his democracy.
The Cuamman: Ts that what this chief stated?
Mr. Casrrepex: Yes, he said that. :
The CHARMAN: Say then that so and so said he

& dey t.
he result of the conversation.

locratic way.
M . b o
. CastLepen: Well, I am outlining it ks AL
nend'ation, but in the first instance

clusigr'lll‘?nCHAmMAN: - We are fact ﬁ?drié]c%) r(r)x? th o

B: ik Wa?&rtgwélngl lansdaarfl:ctg lv‘sfrfqaﬁ,uare your facts. Give us your facts as Mr.

e did and as Mr. Matthews did. :

Mr. Casreepen: That is exactly what 1 .a

theyT;he CHamwman: That is what we want.
AW and what they did.

wanted to be treated 1n

m doing.

Those gentlemen told us what
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Mr. CastiepEN: 1 asked the Indians there for some actual cases where
they had not been properly treated, and they gave e some certificates, and
there was a document signed by three Indians with regard to the treatment
they had received on their reserve last July. They told me some stories and
I said that I would like to have some facts about them, and this is the certifica-
tion that they gave me. This was signed at Listock on July 28 last. I shall
read it:

This is to certify that I have made an investigation on the very actual
condition of old Frank Wolfe, who was supposed to be sick all summer |
and now getting worse and more or less starved to death. I have inspecte:
their grub boxes and found nothing but hard bannock and beef fat.

The Indian doctor or the doctor for the Indians rather was suppos
to have been called three times and came only onece, but did not make any
examination and was supposed to have come again but made no show-up
to this date. The condition of old Wolfe is very critical. We also had &
case—

The CrarMAN: Mr. Castleden, I think if you will look into the notes you
will find that that case is already in. What you have told us about old Wolfe
is already in our files.

Mr. CASTLEDEN : As of July 28, 1946?

The CramrMAN: I think it was before that.

Mr. CasTLEDEN: You are asking for evidence.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Mr. CASTLEDEN :
We also had a case last winter of the late Mrs. Frank Wolfe, Her

case is quite similar to the above mentioned. The doctor was also called
there at least three times and never came, and all he sent was a bottle 0!
green liniment. The poor old lady died without the use of her liniment
and without the doctor’s visit.

The doctor is a very busy man and has to cover several of these reserves iB

that agency. There are several other things.

The CuarMAN: By whom is that signed? :

Mr. Castiepen: This is siened by Lucien Bruce, Andrew Albert and Mrs:
John Albert.

The Cuamman: They are on the same reservation, are they?

Mr. CastLeEDEN: Yes, it would be the same reservation.

The CrarrMaN: Of Chief Poor Man?

Mr. Castiepen: Muskowekwan reserve.

Mr. Rem: Mr. Chairman, I took up fourteen individual cases which I gave
to the Indian agents; but if we are to bring before the committee these individu
cases I am going to ask for permission to bring in individual cases also. If W¢
‘are going to investigate cases like that I am going to bring up my fourteen.

The CrarMAN: We have now got this on the record for whatever it is worth:

__ Mr. Castuepex: I gave that as an instance of a case. T wanted an actusl -
incident where a complaint could be. substantiated.

The Cramman: Mr. Castleden, could you tell us in a chronological wa¥
what reserves you visited and what you found at each reserve? That is what W€
are really interested in.

Mr. Castrepen: Well, those are briefly the reserves I visited last year, bub LA
have been visiting these reserves and I have been in contact with the chiefs and
the councillors over a period of years.
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The Ing; : :
an Orgagiggglans n the province of Saskatchewan have formed themselves into
O present thOp and they will attempt as best they can with their limited capacity
ittee the Olllr case, and I believe that when they present briefs to this com-
0 say wi t?; “10‘ (futhne most of the things which the Indians of our province have
Wish t0 mak regard to conditions, together with the recommendations which they
M él e with regard to remedying defects.
I. CAsg: M ‘ Ty v . .
Organizatio?f‘;' May I ask Mr. Castleden if there is any particular name for that
T Ca b T ? 3 .
have theh(‘l\sfgLEDm. It is called “The Union of Saskatchewan Indians.” They
otieers and they have met the last two years.

The CHARMAN: Yes, that is all.
(;'n.CI\ Ir. PaTERSON: Where is Chief Poor Man’s reserve?
TeSerye ot f:siﬁiﬁfd\sasiztl:h (_fi?;ﬁl of Quinton. It is the Muskowekwan Indian
M: I(;Z:;RM:}I\T- : I will now call on Mr. Harkness for his report.
not he disioj tNgss. I have not written out anything and T hope my remarks will
Visiteq duf]i (I,] e} - There are three reserves in the vicinity of Calgary which I
ony I‘esen?eb ‘ir;e, iCC_’GSS- Working from west to east the reserves are first: the
Tge reserve | ¢ “_Cl 18 about, half-way between Calgary and Banff. It is quite a
at one time t]? probably 150,000 acres. Unfortunately, the land is poor. I said
Worse piece Il"llt 1t would have been impossible for the Indians to have chosen a
and jt ;o Iarol and in all Alberta. It is in that area where the mountains begin
the result %le y made up of steep gravelly hills and extremely sparse grass, and
a0 ing f(l)f, ulat the Indians in this reserve have a great deal of difficulty making
by the I)u{'cl 1emselves. That has now been correeted to a considerable extent
nd, anq wit}ase of two ranches which are adjacent to the reserve at the eastern
lan on whi i those ranches the Indians will now have several thousand acres of
the ifﬁcmt]}m to grow hay and fodder crops and vegetables and so on. One of
leip Veget 1&3 on the Stony reserve is that in twenty years in only two years
Practicq]) -ables and potatoes have come to maturity, and it has been impossible,
. 031 speaking to develop any farming. They have a considerable
cePn'ed\an ;‘"}‘S(‘S~a far larger number than they need as far as horses are con-
Tedyee the d the department has very wisely, I think, been trying to get them to
Wore i number of horses and increase the number of cattle. That has been
Cattle .S IMpossible because they could not get sufficient feed to carry the
over the winter. ;
actuall;SdpaSt winter the acquisition of these two ranches, which the Indians
Yaving " b © not take over until the end of this month, has been responsible for
CCayge _tout 1,000 head of cattle. Otherwise they probably would have died
take th 1t has heen a very bad winter in that area. Although they are not to
on thisesle ranches over until the end of this month they did get a lot of the hay
Stony, ;14 which carried the cattle through. There are about 700 to 800
L lnilm this band. There are two other band of Stonys, one at Nordegg about
Mieg Ses north of there in the mountains, and another one some thirty or forty
L diay Outh at Pekisko in the area where the Prince of Wales ranch is. The
> 8t Nordegg have Jived largely by trapping, hunting, and so forth. They
beey m Iying to get the department to provide a reserve for them. They have
h(’Ded t(})lle or less squatting there. I understand that is now under way. It is
™ A% a reserve will be secured for these Indians west of Nordegg'. :
Workip ¢ Indians to the south in the Pekisko area have been making a living by
io Or ranchers, and so forth. They are more or less just squatting on
~alyy ,° Peoples’ land. They live in tents to a considerable extent. There is
n jt, Move on foot to buy a ranch down there as a reserve and settle them
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If those two reserves are provided then the situation of the Stonys will be
very much improved over what it has been in the past. The houses on the

Stony reserve are chiefly log shacks and are very poor. Housing accommodation
needs to be very greatly improved. There is a residential school on the reserve.
The difficulty is that it is not big enough. As a result I think some 50 Indian
children are not able to be accommodated and therefore are not getting any
education. The Indians there are to some extent still nomadic in'their habits,
and they rather favour the retention of the Indian residential school and would
like to have it increased in size or else have a day school established for these
children who cannot now get an education so that they would be accommodated-

Schools would also be needed if these reserves are established to the north

and .south for the children of those two bands who at the present time to my
knowledge are not, getting any education except in some cases where they attend
the white schools which happen to be in the neighbourhood. I do not think
that takes in very many of them so that the educational situation of the Stony
band is not very good.

There is on the reserve a nursing station which is quite well equipped and

appeared to me as though it would be quite satisfactory. A doctor in Calgary

has the contract to look after those Indians. He goes out there twice a week and
can also be called out in case of emergency.

As I say the reserve is very hilly, and one thing that I think is néeded is &
jeep ambulance such as we used overseas which would be able to bring in
Indians who were sick when the roads were bad. They have had considerable
difficulty in the past in getting sick Indians into the nursing station. !

The Stonys are quite a good type of Indian. They are divided into three
bands, the Wesley, the Chenequay and the Bearspaw bands. Each of those
bands has a chief. There does not seem to be any sort of paramount chief over
the whole tribe. There is a considerable amount of jealousy among these bands:
Perhaps jealousy is not the right word but there is a certain amount of feeling
between these bands.

The CuAamrMan: Competitive spirit.

Mr. Hargness: The Wesley: band is in the poorest part of the reserve.
They are also the most numerous. They feel they have had a rather bad deal:
The distribution of the resources of the reserve has not been very good. There
are three Indians each of whom have 100 to 150 head of cattle apiece. Most of

the rest of the Indians have only 1, 2 or 3 apiece, and some of them none. A$.

you can see you have a tremendous range between poverty and comparative
affluence on the reserve. I think the new ranches which have been secured are
going to be utilized on a muech fairer basis than the original reserve of the
Indians has been utilized in the past.

I met one extremely interesting character. At one time he was chief of on€

of the bands. He was an old chap of 73 whose name was George McLean. He
is an orator probably not inferior to R. B. Bennett at his best. He would put
most of us around this institution to shame. I might say he delivered a very
inspiring oration to Mr. Smith and myself, included in which was a lecture 0%
temperance, which, of course, we did not need. He is a good example of the fac
‘that many of these Indians are at least equal to the more intelligent of the
-white people. Certainly there was nothing wrong with his brain or his ability

to express himself or anything else. A considerable number of the other ITndian$

on that reserve are very similar.

The second reserve I visited is the Sarcee reserve which is on the outskirt®

of Calgary. The city limits are almost at the eastern end of the reserve. It 1®
also a good reserve and has rich land. There are only about 175 Indians in thi®
band, and I suppose they hold around 150,000 acres of land, possibly mOTe'_

'




INDIAN ACT 119

them. H?) vgg;l:ra tf}?“ amount of farming, and farming is inereasing amongst
machinery, and th ey see all their neighbours using tractors and pov:er
0 Lo i h_ey are full of complaints that they cannot carry on farming
ndians estimatw tII?h they have all kinds. They want power machinery. The
western end of Eh' ere are, as a matter of fact, about 3,000 wild horseé on the
B e 1 ltsh ye§erve. They are running on the reserve and the adjacent
a hunt, herded the ink they could probably get a fair income if they organize
they are of ab I Osie horses together and gob #id of them because of course
could Supportsoau%e y no value to the Indians at the present time. This reservé
farming methods large number of cattle. With some jmprovement 10 their
erds and the f’d?qu}pment’ and so forth, there would be an increase in the
hey had a COI‘?I ia!ﬂbt on the Sarcee Ieserve should be exceptionally well off.
e i ot tlp aint connection with their school. At the present, time
are. Most of tlle very eastern end of the reserve where the reserve buildings
Imterior of th = Indians live several miles away from there ‘towards the
s & day séh% rl%e"VG, and the children have a long distance
how now havo' (;I‘ here was a residential school there which was closed up-
80 that the chi? 13» day school. They want the school in a more cen
rom school h(' rﬁn 241l not have to take such a long time going to and coming
e Rt I thought was a reasonable request.
In Al‘bertvanr(} Tgserve is the Blackfoot reserve, which is the second largest reserve
00,000 acres 1(\)/1 not know the area of it, but it must be between 20U, a
I should think th ost of it 1s very good land, and some of the land i8 jrrigated.
T iy e Indians there are the best off in Canada. They have 8 trust
uilt quite a fin o $2,000,000 to §3000,000. Out of their ban
i8 & very go ndf’, hospital. They employ their own doctor, pay i d so on.
armers &rogng t;lnshtutlon' They have quite 2 bit of their land leased to white
From those 1 ¢ edges the reserve. Some of ib 18 leased for grazing purposes.
trust, fund cases they receive quite an income as well as the interest on their
G ¢
tWent;n:églly speaking their houses are quite €00
Complaint, erars i an are quite decent little houses. There 18 Very little
schools, on rom that point of view. On the reserve there are two residentia]
s, one operated by the Roman Catholic and one by the Anglican church.

ere i %
s sufficient accommodation there for all their children. From what
Lools could be

I o
uld :
BSﬁab-1ishgei1tl?er T think there is & foeling that possibly if day scl
With that, t} in certain parts of the reserve the Indians would be better pleased
These;a?{-to continue entirely with the residential school system.
B %o GiLer receive a daily rat t meat, & pound of flour
Yarious dther things. a daily ration of a pound 0 eat, & P

Th
Mre }CIHAIRMAN: Per capita?
N rres: Y. Ther receive these rations bhecause their reserve at one

time
w "
as considerably larger than it is now. The Blackfeet were the most warlike
in western Canada at the

and pe
'lmepoé'hfhps tl}e most important pand of Indians 11
eXtremely e Riel rebellion, and later the Northwest rebellion. They got an
AnXioug %’Ogood treaty and good treatment because the government was very
kit see that they did not go on the warpatl. o
bart, of thsay’ their reserve at one time was much larger. They currendered 8
Pound Of'ﬂe reserve in return for which they recelv this pound of meat an
- flour, eteetera, in perpetuity- The result of receiving a8 much food as

€Y ‘need da; )
eed daily and of having 2 large trust fund is that no Indian on that
ant to. He has his living

reServe

Drovide;1 a;s to do a stroke of work if he does 1o o

he greates%r him. I presume his cash and land qssets combined are probably
of any group of people anywhere in Canada, taking one community.

& Dhey oneis built some
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Mr. Case: Might I ask if the land is held by individual Indians or by the
band as a whole? : '

Mr. Harkness: It all belongs to the band, but a large number of Indians
are settled on quarter-section plots, in some cases half-sections, and in some
cases less than quarter-sections. With present power farming methods—and they
have a considerable amount of power machinery on this reserve—they are
finding that these smaller holdings are not too satisfactory, and they are now
planning to increase the size of these holdings. They have all kinds of land with

which to do that. They have quite large herds of both horses and cattle. Asa

matter of fact, this pound of meat which they get per day is supplied from their
own cattle. In other words, they sell the cattle to the government, they are
slaughtered there and the Indians get their meat.

Mr. Rem: Where does the pound of flour come from?
Mr. Harkness: I haveé no idea what firm the flour comes from.

Mr. CastLEpEN: He means where does the money come from? Is it a grant
from the department?

Mr. HarkNpss: It really comes from the department as a result of the fact

the Indians surrendered this land. It was over 10,000 acres of land. They -

surrendered that and in return they got this ration which they were to receive
more or less in perpetuity, as I understand it.

Mr. Bryce: Did Mr. McLean make that deal?

Mr. Harkngss: Mr. McLean does not belong to that band at all.

Mr. Case: There must have been some Scotch blood in whoever made it.

Mr. HarkNEss: As a matter of fact, these Indians were led by Chief
Crowfoot who made what is known as the Blackfoot treaty at Blackfoot crossing
on the river which is in the reserve at the present time. He was a very outstand-
ing Indian. I think that and their very serious war potential at the time was
responsible for the extremely good deal they received. In addition to everything
‘else they have large coal deposits on the reserve and they have a coal mine whi(}h
they work themselves. There is only one white mah has anything to do with it-
He is a sort of mine superintendent but, for- example, the accounting work
is done by a chap named Teddy Yellowfly, and all the mining is done by the
Indians themselves. They have been working this mine for quite a number
of years now. They sell the coal to all the adjacent farmers and, in fact, they.
were shipping it quite a distance at one time. There were complaints from the
miners in the Drumheller area during the depression years about the amount of
coal that the Indians were selling and they were forced to cut down their sales
of coal because they were competing too much with the white miners in the
Drumheller valley.

The amount of coal there is very considerable. If they wanted to T presume
they could operate a dozen or more mines. The coal is also very easily securefl-
It is not very far below the surface. They go in off the river bank, and it 18
more or less a straight shaft. They do not have to go down very deep. Quite
number of Indians work at this mine in the winter time. There are quite #
number of them who are good miners, just as good miners as anybody else, Ip
some cases they have left the reserve and gone off to coal mines at Drumhelle
and other places and have been able to get good jobs as miners. At the placé
where they mine they have constructed a sort of mine village. They have tw0
rows of houses. These particular houses are made out of logs, but they aré
quite comfortable little log eabins. They have a restaurant, a. community hall,
a church, and so forth. There is a little village there all by itself. In the
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summer ti e
but frvlfﬁeznﬁ when mining 18 not going on to any extent it 18 practically deserted,
imagine thatlft?} mining season COMES around these houses are all filled up.
quite ne exploitation of their coal land will keep them more O less forever
T?Part from their other land.
the go(l)(elri.és just one point 1 should like to mention. On this reserve I think
develope(fl Satm“ it is in, the very economic Way in which their Jand has been
deVeIOped’ 1((31 Jeases that have been made, the way the coal mine has been
part of t};eanq so forth, was, to a large extent due to good management on the
Beenis ither ac?lr}t- There is a rather remarkable thing in connection With the
ceeded b f he original agent was & man named Gooderham. He was suc-
of Servicg ntsl son, George Gooderham. They have one of the longest records
ago Mr GWl dl one govcrnment.depar.tment of any two men. Just a few monphs
the good ,20 erham was appointed inspector of agencies for Alberta. I think
$ bres situation there is to quite an extent due to the excellent way 11 which
ent Mr. Gooderham and his father before him carried out‘ their duties

and
r;l/{anaged the agency. 1 think that is all T have to say-
could ;- Rem: There is one question I should like to ask. Perhaps Mr. Hoey
one po nswer it. I was rather interested in the rations provided these Indians,
MUnd of flour and one pound of meat.
Canad; tI}I arxwEss: 1 may say that as tar as I know this is the only band in
render, at has that arrangement. Tt is entirely due to the fact they sur-
Med this land in exchange for it.
have t}r.‘ Rem: I wonder if Mr. Hoe -could tell us as to that arrangement. 1
18 les \e ration before me and it 1s twenty-four pounds of flour per month which
1S\/Ithan one pound per day.
assum r_l Hopy: When the Blackfeet surrendered the members of the band
a‘SSumE(d certain duties and responsibilities. ne of the responsiblhtles t}}ey
of theeI was to provide for the aged and destitute. With the cingle exception
ndig ndian agent I think they also paid the salaries of the members of the
i\r/ll Affairs staff on the reserve.
Mr. Harxness: That is correct. 1 forgot to mention that.
bays 5r, Hogpy: They have approximately $3,000,000 on which the goverqment
per cent interest. The point I chould like to make clear 18

of that : .
1t interest that payments for the rations are provided.

rec i . . .
ﬁv:'lVed seven pounds of meat per week per Indian. 1 think it 18 down to about

The;\/l r. Hagxnpss: The only reason it is down I8 becat}se'of meat rationing.
Dérs“a‘gere not really required to come under meat rationing, but they were
0 insi ed to do so as a part of the war offort. The ones 1 talked to were going
Imm st on_having their meat ration brought up to a potnd 2 day again almost

ediately.

The CHAIR\ 7 2 M B h He
MAN : g ht answer +. Bryce heré. &
x: Before PSSl e : mlgf]he looks at treaty No. 7 he will

asked :

see e&ﬁt MecLean had negotiated this treaty. :

SiOnera as to the Blackfoot Treaty of September 22, 1877, the treaty commis-
s were David Laird and James F. McLeod.

herel\{)[r' Raymoxnp: Last week after Jistening to thE .
ment,sy some members of this committee felt it MY duty to maxe some com-
concerning the Indian’situation in my constituency, &1

e e

lellong observations with particular re

d athough there are two Indian pands in m

or egaln d the La Barriere band, i understand tha

fiye Treser\,e, that of Maniwakl where the Indians
. Those of La Barriere band bave been grouped for many ¥

River Desgrt

t there 18 only one official
of the River Desert band
ears ab Lake
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Barriere at the Hudson’s Bay post and do not legally own any territory. Owing
to the dissimilarity between these two bands I intend to deal with them
separately but before doing so I should like to mention that owing to the lack
of official information before me some of the figures mentioned in the following
remarks will necessarily be only approximate. However, the difference which
may exist between the official figures and mine will not be so great as to change
the facts.

First let us take up the most important of the two groups of Indians in my
constituency, those of the Maniwaki reserve. This reserve is located on the out-
skirts of the town of Maniwaki, Quebec, some 85 miles north of the cities of
Hull and Ottawa. The provincial highway from Hull to Maniwaki trayverses
it for about five miles. I am given to understand that this reserve comprises
77,000 acres of land.

The River Desert band which owns this reserve is composed of some 600
Algonquins. About 100 other Indians and half-breeds or metis who do mnof
belong to th@band also live on this reserve. The council of the band is composed
of a chief and four councillors elected for three years by the members of the
band. The present chief is John Baptiste Chabot. Perhaps I might mention
here that 20 members of this band enlisted during the last war and that two
of them were killed in action. With the exception of two or three families these
Indians are all Catholic. The Rev. Oblate Fathers are in charge of the Catholi¢
church. On the boundary of the reserve but outside its limits a Catholi®
chapel and the residence of the missionaries are to be found.

All these Indians speak Indian, the language which most of them usé
amongst themselves. Ninety-five per cent of them speak both Indian an
English, and 50 per cent speak Indian, English and French.

There are two schools each having one class room, the Maniwaki Indiab’
day school and the Congo Bridge day school. The Maniwaki Indian day school
is situated on the Hull-Maniwaki highway about one mile from the town 0
Maniwaki. Miss Mary Brennan is in charge of this school. The school house
is good and well built with living quarters for the teacher. Fifty-six pupils are
registered for the present year. I was there yesterday, and I am told that the
average attendance is about 40 to 42. When I visited this school I found 32
boys and girls. Absenteeism was due to distance and sickness, more especially
skin disease. Although the program includes grades as high as grade 9 the
highest grade taught for many years is grade 7. )

There is no electricity in the school although the neighbour nearby enjoy®
it. There is no running water or well, the water being carried a distance 0
a quarter of a mile. There is no sewage or inside toilets. I believe all thi®
could be easily organized if we consider the location of the school. -

I have never visited the other school known as the Congo Bridge school:
It is situated about four miles from the highway. However, I am aware 0
the following facts. This is an old building without a cement foundation but
clean. There are no living quarters for the teacher and as no suitable accom”
modation is to be found in the neighbourhood the teacher, Miss Geraldiné
Hogan, has to walk four miles morning and afternoon when she cannot ust
her bicycle or find other means of transportation. I wish to add, however, th#
an extra amount of money has been granted to this teacher for transportatio?
expenses during a certain period of the year, but in my estimation the amoun
granted is insufficient. I understand that the department plans to build a?
addition to this school to be used as a teacher’s residence. May I say it migh
prove more profitable to rebuild the whole school with a residence for the
teacher. The construction of this school, however, will not solve the whole
school problem on this reserve taking into consideration the fact that ther®
are at the present time 12 to 15 children living in a part of the reserve calle
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%ﬁlére Bltoblg, children who do not go to school on account of the distance, and
for nf the depar tment was requested some years ago to build a school or provide
at t?ans of transportation for the children. Then, too, there is algo the fact
the po-c. BUmber of children at the Maniwaki Indian day school is 56 with
Population of that section increasing.
oy }L 00king now g the means of living of these Indians I might classify them
8hly a5 follows:—

i per cent
Lumber business on and off the reserve . . ......... AR 40
ourist guiding on and off the reserve .. ....... ... . 25
rapping on and off thierdaarve bl ol Ot s 10
arming on and off the- YeBetwE - s 2 e e 10
andicrafts on and Off the Teserys . . o on il e 1(5)

liscellaneous on and off the reserve ... ... iiosiiiiy

n qoncernipf.’,'.the lumber business I wish to point out that there is still a
pmmdt r limit on thig reserve. This industry, however, has enever been
85 We“ed I a proper way and to the advantage of the Indians. In th’e past
imbe,. 25 0w these Indians instead of making merely wages out of their own
ago ;r could have made and could make good money if organized. Sor_ne time
of g plan_ Or scheme was submitted to the department for the egtabhshme}r:t
Indjasawmlﬂ on this reserve and the development of the timber limit by é t:
ichnS under a cooperative scheme, which is too long to explain here, uf
& carn2S 8ccepted by the band and which would have been financed outbot :
I ec?p.lta.l fund of this band. T do not know what became of this project, k (111
Upoy itlt I8 the duty of the department to study it carefully and to decide
As to farming I am told that there are about 5,000 acres of broken land
;):m IS Teserve, The soil is good, and it is estimated roughly that there are
g }310,000 acres of tillable land, S
Cent, ;4 v oC IS & capital band fund of approximately $85,000. Interest a
Othhls being paiq yearly by the department to the band. The ﬁnnua(ll l())l;dfhe:
Vear | o nd is about $8,000. Ordinarily there is a surplus at t et he:t Ry
Dart Whlc, mereases the capital fund. Many are of the opinion g
' Aof this capital fund should be used as working capl(gf'tl. i
i While ago I heard Mr. Castleden say that the Indians generall
arll)s(;l Clent earnings, As to this reserve, which I know very well, as it is only

i fair living.
In o, Mile from my home, T may say that the Indians earn a r
t me of them earn as high as $15 a day, but I wish to point

out, »mlmst guiding so ' el
f°01i3h?0 that some of them spend a lot of this money,t}z:,nt tic:a e
high, Y- They spend it on liquor. I know quite well that t ] 3

ongthpnc'e for their liquor. At the present time if you dnvetthm(;lughtothbl: x;es‘?g;
Pogp e Ighway from Ottawa to Maniwaki it may appear ,ofy pelted ALl
of thsem.ement- Many of the homes are old and in neecIl‘I 0 e%er Nalen L
Congj o8, in My estimation, look worse than they are. However,

dereq that at least one-third of them are shacks.‘ T
Inan*/h" Castleden also said a moment ago that the Indian generally

Mr, CastLEDEN ! I was referring to Saskatchewan.

hav e RAYMOND: From what I have seen on the reserve, and Ials(; lﬁglrsla‘;’h&tai
thése Ieer} told by the medical doctor in charge of the ‘reserg'ittah,e m‘;n oy
the - Mdians do not have the physical resistance of the whit .

g i e of
Tesent, bercentage of T.B. on the reserve is low as is the percentag
. /

¥
enereal diseq A
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If I say they have less physical resistance it is because they have a lot of
grippe and colds and skin diseases and scabies and so on. When I heard Mr
Harkness speaking about the nursing station on the reserve he visited I realized
that it would be necessary to have a nursing station on this reserve—I mean &
nurse there who would visit the Indian families. They have nothing like that.

Relief: * Perhaps my hearing was bad, but I think I ‘was told that the
amount paid for relief to old men was from $4 to $5 per person per month for
food.

The homemakers’ club: There were three homemakers’ clubs on this
reserve. They have done very well in the past, but lately they have not beed
doing so well because they have no community hall and they have had to meeb
in private homes. They used to hold meetings in the big rooms of the Indiad
school, but they cannot use those rooms any longer. I have been told also thab
within the last year the department has been.much more generous about supply-
ing materials for these homemakers’ clubs. I suggest that it is very important
that some kind of community hall be built on this reserve because they haveé
nothing of that kind at the present time. They have only the old school, and 1
do not believe it is a very good one.

I should like to say one word more about the other reserve situated to the.
north of Maniwaki and called La Barriere. This is no man’s land. They have
no territory there, and I understand that the department at the present time I
trying to get them Some territory from the provincial government. This is what
I call a very miserable band. There are about 200 of them—ahout 40 families:
I do not know whether these Indians can be called Algonquins alJthough they
are of the same family and they speak the same language. Around Maniwak!
they are called Tete de Boule. They are all Catholics. They speak the India?
language among themselves, but about 50 per cent of them speak English an
10 per cent speak French. They have no organization whatsoever. As a mattel
of fact, the houses are hardly fit for human beings; they are only shacks an
they are very miserable. They have no school. I wish to offer my congratuld
tions to the Hudson’s Bay post there because I do not know what those Indian®
would do without that post. This reserve is about 120 miles north of Maniwak!
We have to travel 90 miles by road now, but before the new road from Montre#
to Abitibi had been opened we had to travel 130 miles by water and during the
winter time we had to use dogs and sleighs. You can imagine the condition ©
those people there in the winter time when they have no nurse and they are 1
miles from a medical doctor.

At the present time they have asked for 400 acres of land as a reserve, I d0
not think it is enough. They should have asked for more. They live by trapping
and working as tourist guides. They are doing only a very limited amount ©
bush work. As I said a moment ago, this tribe should receive special attentio®
from the department. On this reserve there is more sickness than there is 02
the other one of which I have spoken. There is considerable T.B. there. If
- speak of sickness on this reserve it is because I have had an opportunity to spea*
with the medical doctor in charge. He is a friend of mine and my neighbot"
There is considerable T.B. and considerable syphilis. As a matter of fact I havé
not been there very much since three years ago, but their living conditions &
very bad. Their chief is elected for life. May I say that they should hav®
some kind of first aid post or some institution of that kind up near Hudson ba¥"
I am told that they are very clever with handicraft and they sell their work
the Hudson’s Bay post, and when the roads are open they come down
Maniwaki. .

The agent for these two bands is a man named Joseph E. Gendron and 1
consider him a very good man. He is a very particular agent. I have 2°
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hesitat;

g ation 1 savi A

J{I;I?,ﬁ aﬁent Sh;:?ﬁ{n% eﬂll)zti(? ‘illlllri;timq agentlshguld be appointed there and a full-

e what he 18 worth, because 1 imati

i Iy to the good administration of Indian ag';eirlqn S s

put asid wonditi x £

?Sel‘_ve, ek 11\ 3 tllll(?rwrnld%tmns at La Barriere and look only at the Maniwaki

a%thlng ioh muad mil reserve, 1 should say that nothing is nuch wrong and
air there and a P n my opinion there ;s a considerable lack in the whole

dollars should be spent on the roads and on the houses.

Then there 1 -

?)u; Indians; T;nl(? S)le l{xzxﬁtel‘ of education of our Indians and the organization of
aplmon’ 2 B properly handle these matters it will be necessary in my
nd that man is H]a;e man at Eho head there—not only there but elsewﬁérc £00;
thank you. s the agent. The agent should be a well paid man and a good ma.

The C r
Cramrnman: We thank you, Mr. Raymond.

Mr. R :

5 . Mig 1

have the same trlziiht 1 ask Mr. Ra}ymond whether the Indians in his district
its and characteristics 88 the Indians OB the ‘Pacific coast?

at is
5 d() 9 y £ 2
- shey move around in the summer time?
y there. They

1\/II'. R‘x - -+
& Into thé‘llil‘(:ﬁ D'i No, on the 'Maniwaki reserve that group sta
tr 2. COmpan\: fl“lllrlr.lg the winter time and work most of the time for the
aapplng, Wit the hey also go up near Lake Victoria on the Ottawa river for
al;:' As to the lotgeralg‘:fg; fCUl&c back.h They are nob nomads as i
a arther nort 1 do not know
queer group; they are more nomadic. ot know much about them. They

Mr. Rem:
E: Are they agriculturists?

Mr. Ra

. Y .

:§10pe“ find e ahey have a few crops there. 1 said they have 5,000 acres

d by an old prieittl ((1 not say whether they like farming very much, but 1 was
st during a week-end there many years g0 that 40 or 50 years

4go th
e farmi
& ‘2‘mlng there was much better than it is noW-
2 FHAIRMANZ Mr. Farquhar?
. FAR - N 1 i
detg QuuAR: Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, T have not &
of Algoma East, 88 #

tled repor x

g:'talled Teg(();lli %ff ?}10 Indian reserves in my constituency

B&ddeal more & e twelve Indian reserves in my constituency would take &
ime than is allotted to me, S0 1 am just going to give you anl over-

q !
Pie
ture of these reserves.

As T hav
These I‘ese};?e stated, there are twelve reserves
L five I es are scattered over a great deal 0
" On tindred miles apart.
he largest, reserve, Wikwemikong, there are 1,

reserv
€8 are ¢ :
re small, but in all there are 4,327 Indians in MY riding.
living by mixed farming,

. On s
g(})llch mcﬁgre‘()j these reserves the Indians make 2
unultry. The: eaiow‘mg grain, vegetables, raising hogs: cattle, horses, cheep an
thaible Bt n}(;ha-ns are celf-supporting, with the exception of those who are
z dren. Som through illness or © d age, or possibly widow with gmall
thpartment 7 e of these Indians who are farming are advanced money by the

€ Indians ¢ r the purpose of buying farm stock, but this money is repaid by

s out of their annuity payments. '
d their own fall fair for

800 the Wikwemi
e yea};i \z}lkwemlk(’ng reserve, the Indians have hel
ve]r e Z)r nd much good stock and farm produce is exhibited. They have
eIy often ganized plowing matches and they compete ;ith the white men and
carry off the prizes. Some are excellent plowmen-

lese Ingian, of these Indians
On s are an example of what Indians will do if given the proper instrue=

)y SOme :
847979 encouragement and a little financial assistance.

in Algoma East constituency-
f terriwryrsome of them four

520 IndiaDns. gome of the
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The Indians living on the other five reserves are not in such a happ¥
position. I often wonder just how they do make a living. They work off the
reserves, when they can get work. Some of them do a little fishing and trapping:
Some make a little money picking blueberries, and some of the younger men do
bush work in the winter. Indians living on these poorer reserves are providing |
nothing for the future, but what money is earned is spent from day to day- \‘
Their children are poorly elothed and judging from the appearance, they are
greatly undernourished. Unless something is done by the department to teach
and encourage these Indians to do something to help themselves, I can see no
future for them but to remain wards of the government for all time to come.

I have a long letter which was written to me by a teacher who has spent some
years teaching on one of these reserves. I am not going to take up the time
of the committee in reading it. I just wish to read two or three paragraphs. He
is stating how difficult it is to keep teachers on the reserve.

In the case of the urban or rural (white) teacher it is so vast}y
different from that of the teacher on an Indian reserve. The teacher 1B
the white community or city need concern himself solely with his duties
pertaining to his class room.” The teacher on an Indian reserve who enters
the work with that impression is in grave error. To the teacher on a»
Indian reserve, as in my own case, comes the responsibility of dispensing
drugs and medical supplies, frequently at all hours of the day or night
He must be ever ready to render first aid, to give advice on many
problems, and be the driving force in the entire Indian community:
Teaching of academic subjects is by no means the be-all and end-all for
the teacher on an Indian reserve as it so often is for the teacher in a white
community,

Then he speaks of the training of Indians:—

In the realm of vocational training much requires to be done. Tbﬂt
vocational training is essential is evidenced by the large and growing
number of technical and vocational schools in the cities and larger town®
If such voeational training is vitally necessary amongst those who enjoy
all the advantages of language and environment is it not much more essen”
tial to the isolated located Indians, most of whom, by the vast majority’
have to live by the work of their hands? Trade training and trad®
training alone will enable them to earn a decent livelihood.

For my own information I made a survey on this reserve and found
that not one young man or woman on this reserve has received any trade
training. The only man of this reserve who ever received a proper trade
training did receive it some years ago while serving a term in Kingstoe
penitentiary! He now holds a decent job somewhere at the head of th
lakes. I have found at my own expense that the Indians are willing v
learn and are quick to learn. But training in crafts that are “traditionam;
Indian” is not enough. Such crafts, while producive of luxury items t '”‘S
are bought by tourists are slow, laborious, and not too profitable. Pro; 3
has come to the white man because he learned new skills. So it will co®”
to the Canadian Indian if we, the people of Canada, through our repree
sentative government, give to the Indian the same opportunities that W
provide for the lowliest immigrant and his children in the city and t@ |
schools.

y i1

Using my own meagre funds I have conducted experiments tha
prove that the Indian can and wants to learn such crafts as carpeﬂtrz;
wood carving, silversmithing and even gem cutting. Given the pl‘oglf

encouragement and equipment much can be done by teachers like my®
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i‘:]h%l.?rrliiglugng lto work beyond the duties pertaining to the schoolroom
e g to the Indlan’e.con‘(‘)mlc self-sufficiency. - As Churchill said,
I ore: us t}?ﬁ tools and we’ll finish the job.”
if Indiegzne;;li‘. ﬁﬁrznrc the courage of this teacher and I fully agree with him that,
ore Self_quf hl‘t_(‘n the proper training, much can be done to make them much
That % I~1p0r Ing than they are at the present time.
taken by ltshz 1%1;3035(-)? why I am so interested in the Centralization Plan under-
Where the Indi; __1”‘“ ment of Indian Affairs in the province of Nova Scotia,
18Ye degerils ;dm,} are encouraged to come from the poorer reserves, such as I
living 110 potsq’ib‘;l.lef'c.there 18 no possibility of improving their standards of .
Medical care. 5, 1 'YV, In many cases, of giving them an education or proper
Und 2 I’ an(‘ to sci;thng at a central point such as Eskasoni or Shubenacadie.
equa] e ‘UG .(,'cntra_h'/,atlon Plan, the rising generation of Indians will receive
the Oppgft("t!“”tms Wlt_ll the children of the white population. They will have
Will be tquu??y O_f receiving a good education, and proper medical care. They
SucceszGHgl 'ﬁ%ﬁd encouraged to @0 work which will help to fit them to compete
fessiong Wy ‘1‘{1 the boys and girls of the white population, in farming, pro-
Ik ‘?1‘ » 8 tradesmen, mechanics and other lines of work.
to the élg“t ﬂi:dt some members of this committee do not see as I do in regard
Centry) 1‘e2e‘ra, {Zai-‘t-lon Plan. They say that there is not sufficient land on the
at mgy 'bl(;"fb Olk') the Inn.ans. to carry out farming operations successfully.
the Tng; rue, but there is sufficient farming land on these reserves to teach
of f'al’mirii 5% Iéllé‘e_d farming and when the rising generation learn the value
Dancig) gqa_n i other classes of work, they will be in a position, with some
ang becOmMSl's (ziince, to move off their reserves and secure a farm of their own
ldeg of d‘eeell?d'ependent full-fledged Canadian citizens and get away from this
ing i mp Ing on the government for a living, as many of the Indians
,Illidian Affa}irrsco]gi;ﬁuﬁn?y have done. For the reasons stated, I commend the
It hgq Bl e effeci. or the undertaking of this Centla'hzatmn Plan which
dgentg itrfm}g bgck to my own constituency, I wish to say there are three full-time
to the Iy ‘charge of the reserves. One of the agents lives at Manitowaning, close
M the ﬁe reserve of Mikwemikong. He has the supervision of five reserves
a,nit()uﬁnam%)llhn Island and one reserve on Birch Island, close to the
thy . ne agent lives at Chapleau, central point of the reserves in
three roql().n" The other lives at Sault Ste. Marie. He has the supervision of
gomg \%w(\ In Algoma East, on the Soo line, as well as some reserves in
1 apbo' est. Tbese men, so far as I know, are doing a good job. They were
throyel iited during my time here at Ottawsa and received their appointments
3 the Civil Service Commission. '
@ Varei-i‘e are six part-time doctors giving medical service to the Indians on
Dpoing d)us reserves. I understand that one of these doctors is now being
time ace a full-time doctor. These doetors were all appointed during my
a Civji'Sm ?l,r-l!ber’ and some years ago, before these agencies were esta})lished as
kno ervice agency, I had the recommending of these doctors and just to let
I]'Ve t}‘]“ that they are not political appointments, on the Manitoulin, where
Y A ree of these doctors are Conservatives and only one is a Liberal. How-
€y are all giving splendid service, so far as I know.
of € have two industrial schools. One at Spanish River, with an attendance
River . and one at Chapleau with an attendance of 100. The school at Spanish
A'nglic;i %%?Su%ted by the Catholic Church and the one at Chapleau by the
4 ren.
1 ‘:};e .h_a“"e a fifteen-bed T.B. hospital at Manitowaning, close to the Igrge
Operatergll\oﬂ'g reserve. This hospital was opened in the year of 1941 and it is
‘A under the supervision of Dr. Simpson of Manitowaning.

97—91
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In visiting the reserves in my constituency, there is one complaint which: |
I wish to make and I find this complaint in every one of the twelve reserves -
in Algoma East. '

The complaint is that there are three classes of Indians who are not being
properly cared for:—

(1) Men and women who are unable to work on account of old age.

(2) Men and women who are unable to work on account of illness.

(3) Widows with a family of small children.

I am not so much interested in men and women who are able to work, bu
I maintain that Indians who are unable to work for any reason should be
properly cared for.

I do not know who is responsible for this state of affairs, but I would ask
the department to look into this matter in an effort to see that greater caré
be given to those who are unable to earn a livelihood for themselves.

This is a question which should receive the immediate attention of the,
Indian Affairs Branch. ]
The CuAarRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Farquhar. Now, we have Mr. MacNicol
with us.

Mr. MacNicon: Mr. Chairman, T am sorry I was not here earlier, but LA
had to attend a very important committee. It is perhaps the most importa®
committee sitting at the moment because it deals with seats represented by the
members who are present here, and perhaps they should thank me for looking
after their interests while they are sitting here.

The CrARMAN: Are you referring to the senators also?

Mr. MacNicoL: Now, sir, I am going to refer to two reservations whieh
I know that you and certain members of the committee visited during your tou*
of the maritime provinces. I look forward with interest to the report of youk
maritime commission which T know will be more exhaustive than anything
can give you this morning. :

Restigouche Indian Reservation. During a motor trip through the maritim®
provinces in Sept