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Circular of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction,

Quenec, Marcu 10, 1877
GENTLEMEN, a

Together with this Circular I transmit to you a copy
of the whole collection of our School Laws.

The Legislature of Quebec having, at its last Session,
Passéd an Act to authorize the codification of our Pro-
Vincial Statutes, the Laws relating to Public Instruction
Will, Thope, be consolidated very soon ; in the mean time
{ have judged it necessary to have these Laws printed
I pamphlet form, irr order to facilitate their study.
They are numerous, and being, besides, dispersed
through the volumes of the Statutes published from
Year to year, some of the provisions might escape
Notice, and thus mistakes might arise, and possibly,
Considerable expenses be incurred.

1s pamphlet contains all the general laws concern-
Public Instruction in this Province. To these are
‘:‘““exfid some local enactments, inserted with the
Miention, in the first instance, of Ibeing useful to those
Whom they immediately concern, and secondly, to serve
°f the guidance of those municipalities that may be
1Sposed to demand special legislation from Parliament.
[ 1 Dvite your attention to the notes, in italics, which
m ave placed in the margin. These indicate the amend-
a8 introduced by subsequent legislation, to which,
‘gam, reference is made so as to render it easy for you
O compare the texts with each other. They refer also to

ing

the forms whicli are to be found at the end of the latest
enactment of the Legislature, Vict. 40, ch. 22, 1876. You

would do well to study these forms attentively, at least
as regards their sense, even if they may not be obligatory
to the letter.

You will observe, also, that I have replaced, by the
text of the law at present in force, certain repealed
clauses of chap. 15 of the Consolidated Statutes of Lower
Canada. In so doing, my desire has been to spare you
the trouble of searching and of useless reading. I am
pleased to think that the pamphlet will prove of great
assistance to you in the discharge of your functions;
and I vequest of you to -preserve it among the records
of your scholastic corporation, so as to have it always
at hand at your official meetings. But, in transmitting
to you the complete collection of our school laws, I
consider it my duty, in order to facilitate your inter-
pretation of them, to address to you some observations
which should be read at one of your regular meetings

“Tue JovrxaL or Punric INsTRUCTION.”

Allow me, in the first place, to announce to yon that,
in future, the Journal of Public Instruction will be furn-
ished gratuitously to the teachers, male and female,
engaged by you. On receipt of this circular, your secre
tary-treasurer should inform me of the number of
schools in your municipality, in order thatI may cause
a like number of copies of the Journal to be addressed
to him for delivery to those entitled to receive them. I
adopt this mode of transmission in order that it may he
clearly understood that this gift of the Journal of kdu-
cation is intended for the School Municipality, and not
for the teachers personally. The copies received will
be your property, and it will be for you to see that
they are preserved among the records of each school, with
a view to the use of succeeding teachers for consultation
as required. The Journal is prepared especially for their
advantage, and, frequently, it contains articles the
reading of which in class may prove at once interesting
and instructive to the children.

REPORTS OF ELECTIONS. v

You are bound by sect. 44 ch. 15, Consol. Stat. L. C., on
painof a fine of 85, to apprise the Superintendent of the
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results of the annual elections of School Commissioners,
or Trustees, within eight days of their occurrence.
Nevertheless, at the present moment, there are 273
School Municipalities which have not reported on the
electious of last July, and of which, consequently, T am
“without official cognizance. Such neglect isintolerable,
and, even il it entailed no other consequence than to
unnecessarily augment the labour of my Department,
this is euougil to make me determine to put an end to
. In future I shall not remit the semi-annual grants
lo School Municipalities in default as to this point ;
and let this be understood as applicable with respect to
the next half year's reports.

ACCOUNTS,

As soon as I shall have received the approval by the
Council of Public Instruction of the forms of account
hooks, and of School rates, I will transmit these to you.
The recently passed law makes it obligatory on you to
adopt them,

Thus we shall secure the establishment of an uniform
and good ‘system of keeping accounts in all School
Municipalities, which will enable you to exercise an
clfective surveillance over the application of all yvour
revenues.  On the other hand, the Inspector, in the
course of his official visits, will be able to inform you,
on the instant, if the secretary (reasurer keeps your
accounls properly. He will no longer waste his time in
making out the method of each secretary treasurer,
more or less defective ; he will be able, at a glance, to
judge if every thing Dbe regular or not, and to impart
Lo you, consequently, useful instructions.

You will obtain the books from this Department at
the lowest price.

At the end of this circular Isubmit Lo you forms of :
lo. An assessment Roll which appears to me to be clear
and simple, and which contains all requisite informa-
tion ; 20. A Ledger ; 30. A Cash Book.

To secure entire perspicuity in your accounts, itis
necessary, I think, to assign, in the Ledger, a whole
page for each rate-payer, as well as one for each teaclier,
and for each school ; and, for your receipts and general
expenses, as many pages as you may deem necessary.
You ought likewise to have a Cash-Book for entering
the daily expenses and receipts, to be carried, aflter-
wards, to the Ledger.

I request that yon will thoroughly examine these
forms, and intimate tome any improvement that ocenrs
Lo vou.

THE ASSESSMENT ROLL.

The Law changes notably the manner of revising or
llomologating the assessment Roll.—Tho Roll having
heen made, it is necessary to give notice of it (see form
No. 14) in the same manner as of a general meeting,
that is to say, the notice should be “read and posted
up” at the church door; but, if there be no chuteh or
place of public worship, then the notice should ha given
at the two most frequented places in the municj ality
lor instance at the Post Office, and at stores or wor tshops
visited by the greatest number of customers, Next, the
Roll remains in the hands of the Secretary Treasurer
30 days, counting from the day of notice, and, during
the last 10 days of this period, it is vour right and duty
to rectify errors in it, conformably to the provisions of
the 3rd clause of Section 84, chap. 15, consol. Stat. L. C.
The corrections must be made at a regular meeting, the
date for holding which shall have been notified he the
same notice (form No. 14). I recommend you to fix
always the 29th day after the notice, as the day of

meeting. Every rate-payer has the right to demand
corrections, whether verbally during the meeting, or
in writing addressed to the Secretary-Treasurer. Your
duty is to hear every person interested, who, on this
occasion claims the right to make remarks on the
assessment Roll. The Secrctary-Treasurer is to write
down the corrections which you may think proper to
make, and to note them with his initials, and to annes
them to the Roll. Further, you will mnake a declaration
certifying the number and accuracy of your corrections,
in some such terms as the following : ** We declare
that the foregoing changes, to the number of...... have
been made in the asscssment Roll of the municipality
of ..... on this...... day of the month of...... 187 ' and
we certify that they are exact and conformable.”

The Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer m ustsign this
declaration, which, in like manner, must be annexed to
the Roll. If there be no occasion to amend the Roll you
must past a “resolution” to homologate it as it is;
lastly the Chairman and Secretary Treasurer sign the
Roll and certify that it is correct.

All these formalities are indis ensable, and the Muni- -

cipality might suffer by the neglect to observe any one
of them, since the Assessment Roll is the document on

which legally will depend your title to revenuc; if it

be annulled, you remain empty—handed ; without an

assessment Roll there will be no funds. You have two
modes of forcibly levying rates when their payment is
refused. The first is the ordinary legal process before
one of the following tribunals : 1o. Two County Jus-
tices of the Peace, 20. The Commissioners’ Court, 3o.
The Beuch of Magistrates, 40. The Circuit Court. The
second mode is to serve on the defaunlting debtor,

through the agency of a bailiff, a notice according to -

form No. 15. If the debtor’s domicile be in the munici-
pality, the service must be on him personally, or on
some reasonable member of his household, or person
belonging to his place of business; if he have no domi-
cile in the municipaiity, it will be sufficient to transimit
by mail to his address a copy of the notice, under cover,
sealed, and registered. There will be right of seizure
(form No. 16) against him after a delay of 15 days. The
procedure, with respect to seizure, sal, and division of
proceeds, is clearly set forth in sect. 13, 40 Vicet., chap. 22.

In the course of the month of November, every vear,
you must causc your secretary-treasurer {o give vou i
statement of all unpaid school-rates, whether the
debtors be resident or non-resident, or strangers, also

of the writs of seizure which it has been impossible to :

execule, and of the expenses thus incurred. This state
ment must give the name and quality of each indehted
rate-payer, and the description of the lands charged
with rates in accordance with the valuation and col-

lection Roll. After receiving vour approval, the state- -

ment must be transmitted to the county council before
the 20th of December of the current vear. After that, it
becomes the duty of the secretary of ihe county council
to cause the lands to be sold, as in a case of municipal

taxes, under the-authority of the municipal code. The

Legislature has aimed at
both cases, as much
difficulties or even serious mistakes.,

assimilating the procedure in

ASSESSMENT ROLL IN A NEW MUNICIPALITY,

Wheu a new muui(:ipalit)‘ isconstituted by the ‘p.‘ll'l-i' i

as possible, with a view to ohviate.

tion of several other municipalities, it may happen thatb |

the valuation of property has not heen made on an
uniform basis in each portion of territory thus detached.
Section 39 provides for this case, and authorizes the
new_School Commissioners within two months of
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their nomination, to cause a valuation roll to be drawn
Up ‘“ by three competent persons who shall act as
Assessors,” and his roll is to remain as the basis of the
assessment roll until the rural municipal authorities
establish another. 1t will be seen that these formalilies
are of a nature hoth simple and expeditions.

DIVISION OF PROPERTY.

Section 40 is intended to resolve decisively a qnestion
Which has occasioned dispute in the past : I refer to
the disposal of school property in the case of the division
Ol a school district, caused by the creation of a new
tistrict or of a new municipality. The present law
Provides that the portion in which the school house is
Situated shall retain the property, and, that, if it was
onstructed at the common cost, such portion shall pay
0 the other party an amount determined by a valuation
O the relative real property of the two parties inte-
"es§e,(l: In the case of a minority declaring dissent, the
mﬂjon'ty retains the building subject to making payment
;‘Ccordmg to the same rule. In both casesthe procedure
1_8 the same ; the Commissioners cause a valuation of
e building and land (if the land was not a donation)

0 be made T)y three arbitrators, and proceed without
elay to apportion the amount to be paid, and to levy
1s, as in a case of school rates according to law. After

€ valuation, if the interested parties do not agree,

ere is the right of appeal to the Superintendent.

THE EXECUTION OF JUDGEMENTS AGAINST SCHOOL MUNICI-
PALITIES.
S“i"lection 14 of 40 Vict., chap. 22, makes applicable to
o ool Municipalities the procedure prescribed for the
Yecution of judgements against rural municipalities.
. lenever School Commissioners are prosecuted by
W, they ought, in the first instance,in view of an
N verse decision, to set aside a sum sufficient to pay
n € debt claimed and costs. In case this precaution has
Ot been taken, andif the Commissioners lose the cause,
an%}’ must impose a special rate to satisfy the judgment
tendto cover capital, interest, and costs. The Superin-
Spo ent is éempowered to authorize the levying of this
Pe(:Clal rate. If the occasion should arise, I would
ei'?r:m}end your having recourse to this method, as
cn 1§ simple, inexpensive and expeditious ; for in the
18 of a judicial condemnation you would be liable to
l.i‘(’flexerclse, by the holder of the judgement, of his
bl 't to take out a writ of execution against the movea-
o ﬁland real estate of the School Corporation, and also
of t e levying of a special tax by the Sheriff if the sale
Saﬁsll?'propgrty should not produce money sufficient to
- Iy the judgement. This last process would entail
Nsiderable expense.
( hese dispositions of the law are advanlageous both
a <t C Municipalities and to the creditors. In fact, when
School
gorgztahli_sh_ a library, build a school house, or purchase
r‘"‘nin(ll’ 1t is important that it should be in a position to
N )sens 1, legally, adequate security to the lender, in the
P ¢e of which usurious interest might be exacted to
“Ssi“.lllry of the rate-payers. It is for the School Com-
jOrrooﬂprs to be prudent in profiting by the facility for
. Wing which the law accords, and not to render
mselves liable to be sued.

SUITS BY THE SUPERINTENDENT.
w}}e‘)ﬂ will see by Section 37 thal the Superintendent,
N the commissioners neglect to pay a teacher, is

corporation wishes to negotiate a loan in order.

authorized to assume the teacher’s claim as a personal
debt to himself. and to sue the commissioners. If the
teacher’s renumeration be insignificant, at least this
should be paid faithfully, and the law ought to extend
protection to him, I desire to intimate that I shall not
tolerate the practice, which has obtained in some parts,
of paying tcachers by means of Secretary-Treasurer’s
notes, or by orders on storekeepers. Such a practice is
at once ridiculous and reprehensible, and I will assist
you in putting an end to it. I say 1 will assist you, be
cause I do not suppose that the School Commissioners,
or School Trustees, themselves can be parties to such
transactions. There arise too frequent difliculties be-
tween you and the secretary-treasurers, particularly in
respect of the rendering of accounts. In virtue of Section
36 of the new law, the Superintendent, when you delay
to proceed yourselves, has the right to prosccule, at
your expense, the secretary-treasurers who are in
default, or to intervene in such causes in order Lo
watch or to accelerate the proceedings. This is a
wise law, since frequently there is a lack of courage to
take proceedings in such cases for fear of displeasing
some one ; butthe Superintendent will be not subject to
the restraint of such a consideration, so adverse to the
interests of the rate payers.

Heretofore, the Superintendent had power to prosc
cute a Commissioner or Trustee, or asecretary-treasurer,
retaining in his hands the books or other property ol
the School Municipality after ceasing to hold office. In
future (Sect. 22) this power is vested in him with respect
to ¢ any person whatever” wlho may be guilty of such
retention.

' MONTHLY FEES.

The 4th clause of Sect..65, Consol. Stat. L. C., imposes
on you the duty of fixing the monthly fee to be paid,
over and above the school rates, for every child of
school age ; you are not at liberty to neglect the per-
formance of this duty. The fee must not be less than
five cents nor more than forty cents per month, and is
payable for all children between the ages of 7 and 14
years—excepting those cases of exemption which are
specified in sect. 12 of Vict. 40, chap. 22, The law allows
however, the attendance of children between 5 and 16
years of age on payment of the monthly fees. This
permission may even extend to young people over 16
years of age, on the same condition ; but a teacher must
not make a distinction in their case, by devoting more
of his tizne to them than to the other scholars.

REWARDS TO SCHOLARS AND TEACHERS.

It is customary to bestow prizes every ycar on the
.<holars ; it is a good custom, but one which loses all
its value il these rewards be given indiscriminately.
Their purpose is to encourage the scholars in leading
them to hope that their assiduity and labour will be
justly appreciated. But you will comprehend that this
end will not be attained if that which should be an
exception becomes the general rule. It is well to give
prizes to the deserving ; but you take away their charm
if you distribute them among the idle and negligent
the same as among the assiduous and careflul, and it
would be better than this not to give them at all. The
inspectors have instructions to give no prize, in the
nanl)c of the government, where such a practice pre-
vails.

I should desire that you would give a special prize,
in cvery school, to the scholar who has made most
progress in the lessons on Agriculture. Coming from
you such a reward would have a special value in the
eves of the scholars,
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In future I shall always endeav
the teachers, both male and fem
ofinspection, shall best carry out the official programme
of instruction, and whose schools shall be reported to
e the best conducted, shallalso receive some testimony
of the just appreciation of the authorities. Such encou-
ragement is no more than is due to the zeal of indivi-
dual teachers, and I hope that the honorable distinctions
that may thus be conferred by the Department of Public
Instruction will operate in”impelling the Boards of
School Commissioners and Trustees to increase the
remuneration of meritorious instructors,

our to provide that
ale, who, in each district

LIBRARIES,

The 10th section of chap. 15 Consol. Statut. L. G,
authorizes the foundation of ¢ Parish and Township
Libraries.” Unfortunately this provision of the law has
produced very limited results, and it is with a view to
a better state of things that it has been thought well to
replace that Statute by Sect. 5, Vict. 40, chap. 22, 1876.
It is not only the parishes and townships which, in
future, may estahﬁsh such libraries, but the cities,
towns and villages have the same facilities extended to
them. Moreover, for this object, every municigality
has the right to pledge a portion of its revenues, or to
issue debentures, under the authority of the Superin
tendent, for asum proportional to ‘its income from
school rates, redeemable in 10, 15 or 20 years. Itis
unecessary for me to say thatI will do all in my power
to aid n the foundation of these libraries, and I cannot
loo urgently recommend you to exert yourselves in
this behalf without delay ; for it is only true that your
children do not derive advantage enough from their
instruction in the Elementary Schools. Such instruction
vou are aware, has for its object to fit them to study, to
learn, to acquire knowledge for themselves, and to be useful
in whatever position in life they may afterwards choose.
But what is the fact ? No sooner have they left school
than they too frequently forget what they have learned,
and but for the practice of reading their prayer books
at church they would even forget how to read. To
what are we to attribute this state of things if not
mainly to the want of books in the country parts ? A
well selected library, consisting of moral, instructive,
interesting books, would prevent such a deplorable
result. People would acquire the habit of reading and
studying outside of the school, and what advantages
might not the agricultural class, in particular, derive
from a well selected collection of books treating of
Agriculture, gardening, &c.? As to the management
and inspection of these libraries, the council of Public
Instruction will make regulations which will have the
force of law after having heen published in the Jowrnal
of kducation. :

-

THE CONSTRUCTION OF SCHOO!., HOUSES.

The 7th subsection of sect. 64 chap. 15 Statut Consol,
. C.and the 4th section of Victor. 31 chap. 22, are
repealed and replaced by another statute which you will
find in sect. 64, chap. 15, in its proper place. You will
observe that the law does not now give you the same
latitude as formerly in respect of the construction ef
school houses ; in future you are required to submit for
approval of the Superintendent the plans and specifica-
tions for such buildings, or to adopt those which shall
be furnished by him on demand.

You can readily credit that the promoters of this law
had no intention to impose on the municipalities a too
heavy burden ; the ohject was, that, in the construction
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of school houses, the aim should not be to erect costly
architectural structures, but buildings which, while not
unattractive in aspect and conforming to the require-
ments of hygiene, should not entail on the scholastic
revenues too burdensome charges. The desire is, while
considering the pockets of the parents, to keep in view
the claims of the health of the scholars. A school house
sufficiently attractive in appearance need not necessarily
cost more than an ugly one; between beauty and
ugliness, in the matter of school architecture, the ques-
tion is not so much one of dollars and cents as of propor-
tion and design.

The school house should be the most elegant and
most attractive building in a municipality. ¢ If you can
possibly possess ” says M. Cousin ‘‘ a structure in 2
district, situated in a spot more agreable than others,
better built, belter protected from cold, more pleasant in
aspect, better adapted than others to exert a salutary
influence on the minds and hearts of those who occupy
it, it should be the school house.” It is there that your
children pass the greater portion of each day ; iheir
sojourn there ought to be rendered agreeable.” Study.
at their time of life, is more or less a painful effort ; we
should therefore know how to rénder the house of study
as attractive as possible. Let us be careful not to make
the children disgusted with their surroundings, as their
future well being may thus be injuriously affected.

The allowance of interior si)a e should not be less than
nine square feet of floor and 100 cubic feet of respirable
air ; butin the case of many existing school-houses &
single small apartment is ‘assigned for the use of 40, 50,
60, or even 70 scholars. How can these be expected to
feel comfortable and pleased when thus packed together
and breathing a vitiated atmosphere ? They are not
themselves conscious of being exposed daily to coutract
fevers and mortal disease, but the constraint which they
cannot fail to experience is sufficient to make them
constantly long for their return to the paternal roof-
Mark what is stated by Mr. [nspector Fontaine : ¢ In
‘“ general, they (the school houses) are too small, badly
“ constructed, and cold in winter ; while the school
“ house ought to be one of the prettiest and most comfor-
« table buildings in the district, it is often, nay almost
‘“ always, the one which most offends the view. It is
“ only necessary to remain inside of it during a few
“ hours in winter to convince one that itis too cold and
“ scarcely habitable. No wonder then that the children
* feel disposed to shirk going to school.”

It has become absolutely necessary to put an end L0
such a state of things. Every school house should be
lofty, airy, well lighted, at a suitable distance from Lhe
highway, and built on a site of not less than half an
acre in extent, in order that the outside accommodations
may be adequate. It should contain at least two apart
ments for the scholars, one for the younger and the
other for the more advanced. A portion of the building
might be assigned for the occupation of the teacher an
his family ; and this should include four or five apark
ments, for it is only decent that we should provide go
lodgings for the person who, next to the minister 0 ,
God, labours most for the wellare of the people amids
whom he is employed. _

It would be well, whenever you decide upon building
a school house, to apply to Superintendent for a plaim
intimating at the same time of what dimensions yot
desire it to be and what amount of money you intend 10
devote to the object ; or, which would be preferable, yo»
might transmit your own plans to the Superintendent who -
, Will consider if they respond to the intention of the law:

In every such case I wounld always regard it as a duty
to second your zealous endeavours. The géneral regt
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lation, established by law, is, thatan Elementary school
‘ouse should not cost more than $1608 and a model
School not more than $3000 ; but the Superintendent is

®Mpowered to authorize a larger expenditure in case of
lecessity,

SCHOOL FURNITGRE.
. Itis not enough that the School house be spacious
and airy : the furnishings, seats, desks, and tables, for
e classes should be suitable, and adapted to the
Physical requirements of the scholars. The desks,
Ables, and benches need not be uniform in size, for in
s case the oldest and youngest would he alike
'endered uncomfortable. Physicians have attributed
0 neglect of such considerations Miopé and Dorsal
Urvature by which some weak children are afflicted.
Oreover if the desk or table be flat, the scholar is
Orced to bend his body into the form of a curve in
Otder to write. The benches ought always to have
acks, as occasional changes of position and support
Or the loins, when the scholar is not engaged in
Writing, areindispensable. Seriousand even incurable
Maladies have been attributed to the absence of backs
'0 the seats in school-rooms. This need surprise no
Olle. [t is matter of every day remark that the bodies
of Young persons are readily susceptible of changes
\l their natural conformation. Physicians teach us
that their limbs are as easily put out of shape as they
are capable of being adjusted in cases of fracture or
location. If the benches be fixed, they should not
¢ too far from the desks or tables, because, otherwise,
the scholars are obliged to lean over too much or to sit
Upon the very edges of their seats.

e question of desks and benches is one of great
Mportance ; but the limits of this circular do mnot
dmit of my enlarging upon it in all its details. It
I_““St.suﬁice for me merely to indicate the essential
®quirements of hygiene :

0. The scholar should have facilities for completely
Yesting on his seat, with his legs underneath the table,
nd able, at his ease, with his feet on the floor, to form
g;’&ght angle with the directions of his thighs and

L 20. The table or desk should be inclined, and adjusted
the stature of the scholar.
sol o. T!le bench or seat should be such as to suit the
ha(l:?(lars size and should always be furnished with a
Ofél?" The scholar's position should be such asto admit
I standing up to answer when required. If you
M“ltlher examine the question under consideration you
sh find, that, as a safe-guard to good morals, the seats
ould be separate. Aocording to my views, both the
cgsks and seats should be fixed and separate. In that
Sliu?zl a scholar, when rising to answer, is oblige to
00k at the end of his seat, which prevents him from
roniug for his answer in a boolk, and from being
Ompied by his companions, without discovery.

THE SCHOOL RECORDS.

Dl'i"m Us suppose, gentlemen, that you have, for the
5500:1mn’ an excellent teacher : the scholars have made
Yeap [’l'Ogl'ess’ and the examinations at tl}e close of the
91;01 have afforded you entire satisfaction : but the
h%dl?r, for some cause or other, quits gou'r neighbour-
Hig o what becomes of the results of his teaching ?
himI?ugblls, doubtless, will have gained something from
the | ut, perhaps, not a single document remains for

enefit of succeeding teachers and pupils. The good

teacher departs leaving behind him no traditional
advantages or opportunities for future profit from ante-
cedent instruction given in your school. One might
well say that he carries away the school along with
him.

It would not be so if the archives ofeach school were
preserved; if you caused to be carefully kept the
record of the labours by means of which the scholars
are trained, and prepared for their periodical examina-
tions—as their copy boolks for writing, and arithmetic,
analysis, composition, and drawing. A succeeding
master, or young female teacher, just entering the
vocation, could not, without great advantage, refer to
such records, and so become cognizant of work pre-
viously done, and of the methods pursued by former
instructors. In other respects,want of experience would
thus be in part remedied to the advantage of your
children.

The copy books, &c., of the scholars should be, for
this object, uniform.

The practice now referred to already exists in several
other countries, and, particularly, in the United States.

I beg of you, therefore, to see that every one of your
schools is furnished with a suitable receptacle for con-
taining such records of past work, for the Jowrnal of
Education, &c., &c., and for preserving, during vacations,
maps, models, and other appliances. You will soon
realize the good results of such provision, which is not
of a costly nature.

THE GARDEN.

I have already mentioned the extent of site for a
school house, and, in specifying half an acre, my
intention was merely to indicate the minimum, forl
consider it important that a garden should be attached
to it. I am aware that, generally, you allow teachers
the use of ground sufficient for that object. But this
should always be done. You should. insist that the
schoolmaster or mistress keep a garden ; and, if the latter
require some help for the performance of the heavier
work necessary, I am convinced that they will always
find, among the rate payers, persons willing to render
such service.

The School Garden ought to be such as to maintain a
good reputation amongst you; you ought to assistin
adorning and enriching it, for if the teacher derives
some benefit from it this will not fail to prove of advan-
tage to yourselves indirectly. In fact, whatever acqui.
rements your children may make at school in the
knowlédge of processes of cultivation must be profitable
to vourselves. You will be enabled to utilize their
knowledge on your farms, and frequently, perhaps,
you will be surprised at the amount of advantage con-
ferred on yourselves through the results of a single
lesson given at school to your children.

Moreover, in the hands of a well informed school-
master, the garden becomes a precious instrument of
instruction. For example, in teaching from  Le Pesis
Manuel d’Agriculture,” or * First Lessons in Scientific Agyi.
culture,” what can be more valuable than the practical
exemplification presented to the observation of the
scholar in the cultivation of a garden ? Study is thus
rendered attractive, and instruction is received without

ainful effort on the part of the scholar; for it is no
onger by words alone that ideas are communicated,
but by the sight and examination of the very objects
themselves of which it is desired to impart the know-
ledge. A mere child may thus be made to learn things
difficult and dry in their natare, and this without
fatigue.
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Suppose, further, tnat the master has an apiary, your
children will learn the mode of rearing bees—a matter
casy in itself, but ignored by many owing to their
iguorance of its importance. You should enjoin on
your teachers to keep bees, and with that view, you
should yourselves; if necessary, furnish the first hives.
The rearing of bees is inexpensive and at the same time
profitable. I here subjoin a leaf of an account transmit-
ted tome by one who makes a business of it, Mr, Thomas
Valiquet, of St. Hilaire :

IsT vEAR (1874)

Cost of a Hive of Bees.vovvuevns coviiniinniienennnen 812 00
White Sugar given in syrup in the spring to
assist in nourishing the young insects... ....... . 100
Cost of wood, &c., for constructing the small
honey-boxes.......cccovvvivmaniinna., O, 220

IND YEAR (1875)

White sugar given in syrup(no furtherexpensey 1 20
Total............ veeeen $16 40

PROCEEDS :
Oue Hive of Bees.ovovviiiiiiiienerennnnns e $12 00
Small boxes of honey (1874) e vvvveenveninninnninnns 13 00
Liquid honey, 8 1bs. at 10 cts..oveereenneniiiiennnnnnn, 00 80
Boxes of honey (1873).......... e e 18 70
Liquid honey, 10 1bs. at 10 ¢tseieiererrerirernnnnnn.. 1 00
$45 50
Liess ¢Xpenses oo inneerinnvvnnnenn, 16 40
Net profiticcecieniiccriennniinnnnnn.. $29 10

This species of husbandry is attended, moreover,
with the advantage of imparting a fresh attraction to
the children’s attendance at school.

If now the school house be spacious and airy, if the
furniture, desks and seats are appropriate, if the garden
be well kept, the children will be delighted with school ;
instead of inventing excuses of absence, they will love
to attend regularly every day, and we shall witness, at
length, the disappearance of the grand complaint made
by inspectors in all their reports—irregular attendance
in the country schools. 1In fact, for nothing at all, under
the smallest pretexts, the child fails to attend school ; at
one time he has an errand for the family, at another,
he has been kept to work in the field, as if the
labour of a child, 7to 9 years old, were indispensable for
the harvest. It must be understood that when a scholar
absents himself from his class at school, he not only
loses his own time, but also causes others to lose theirs,
for when he returns he is found to be behind the others
who have advanced while he has remained stationary.
Then the teacher is obliged to recommence and repeat
lessons previously 1given, and those who have continued
assiduously at work, thus suffer through the absence of
the others ; but if the teacher will not, in such cases,
repeat his lessons, then those who have been absent
sink into lower classes and their disgust for school
increases.

But, with whom rests the blame if not with the
parents who allow their children to absent themselves
under pretexts often futile ? A child should never be
hindered from attending unless there be some grave cause
for absence ; the parents who disregard this principle

do not reflect that the expense is the same as if the !

attendance were regular. In the course of your visils
and at the public examinations you should impress
that fact on the minds of the parents. Assist me,
gentlemen, to bringabout reformin thisrespect; regular
attendance at school is prescribed by your own interest
and by that os the country even more strongly than by
the injunctions of the Law.

VISITS OF THE INSPECTORS.

You arc aware that the Inspector, at his official visits,
is instructed to verify your accounts, to ascertain the
condition of your schools and their management, to
observe the state of school houses, their interior equip-
ment, etc. On your part, it is your duty to accompany
him. * Do you dis¢harge this duty ? Not generally. But
it should be discharged, in the first instance because it
is a duty, and next because it is your interest. In fact,
the inspector is substantially an agent intermediate
between yourselves and the Superintendent. It is im-
portant that you should make him understand the
wants of your locality, so that the Superintendent may
become cognizant of them by means of his reports, and
that it may be possible, in a measure, to fulfil the duties
assigned to the Superintendent in respect of satisfying
those wants ; it is also necessary that you should be
cognizant of the ordinary official instructions given to
the inspector and which he is charged to carry out.
Moreover, the inspector, being a man of experience, his
observations are calculated to be of much service to
you. His mission is one of a special character, his only
concern is with the schools ; his remarks and his
counsels will always be of a practical nature.

I trust, gentlemen, that you are not of those who
entertain a prejudice towards these functionaries. You
may comprehend that, without inspection, no regular
organisation of a public School system can be main-
tained. If the staff of School Inspectors were to be
abolished, we should be obliged to have recourse to
gratuitous inspection, and what would this be worth
as_respects efliciency ? You yourselves are judges of
this, who are gratuitously bound simply to accompany
the inspector when he visits your schools.

Also, the Council of Public Instruction, so far from
renouncing the services of the inspectors, wishes to
angment their number and the efficiency of their work.
The Legislature, at its last session, complied with that
desire in increasing the appropriation to cover the
expenses of inspection and 1n ordaining that, no one
shall act as inspector, in future, without having been

a teacher at least 5 years ; that he shall hold one of the.

three grades of diplomas, and pass an examination
before a committee of the Council of Public Instruction.
These are so many guarantees of an inspector's qualifi-
cations.

DEPOT OF BOOKS AND SCHOOIL FURNISHINGS.

The 29th clause of the law enacted last session autho-
rizes the establishing, in the Department of Public
Instruction, of ‘ a Depot of books, maps, models,
specimens, apparatus, and other School furnishings ”
aud a temporary credit to the extent of $15,000 Tas
been opened for this object. This measure is one of
the mostimportant that have ever been adopted, relative
to Public Instruction, in this country. In afew words

I will explain to you its nature. A system of Public -

Instruction was organized in our Province in the year
1841. Since that time, the Superintendent, or the Council
of Public Instruction, having control of the regulation
of the text books and equipments for Schools, has been
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Obliged to limit the surveillance over these to articles
fought into market, that is to say, sold by the book-
Sellers. But many of these articles are very defective
aﬂ Comparison with others more modern. Grammars
hﬂd' Geographies, which you yourselves used long ago,
qf'“_e now lost their value through the publication of
;Hmlar but improved works. Progressin this direction
1eed surprise no one. Itis the same with respect to
aleool books, &c., as agricultural implements—we are
N Ways on the look out for the means of perfecting
lem. It is true that the Council of Public Instruction
ams not lost sight of those improvements, nor failed to
“Pl)rove and recommend good Manuals whenever these
mel‘e. published ; but the law left full liberty to the
a unicipalities to buy for themselves the old and the
Ew works alike, and it is easy to see that the publish-
€rs had an interest in not causing the old ones to be
Clsplaced by offering you the new. One can also
Omprehend, on the other hand, that the Secretary
ci“elasurers. of School Municipalities have not all spe-
o fatly ualified themselves to judge concerning methods
B eaching and the comparative merits of Schiool Text-
s %Oks. The result has been that comparatively few
‘gofliz;rs have profited by the introduction of improved
o Another result has been to eause confusion in respect
‘Vltext books, and to expose you to considerable expense
lenever new teachers reject the Manuals used by
1eir predecessors.
an he creation of a depdt in the Department will put
oa end to those inconveniences. The law, as it now
. uds, is to the following effect : every year, in the
Ourse of July and August (clause 30), you are required
0 transmit to the Superintendent a requisition for the
\‘?lxltl books, &c., needed for each of your Schools ; these
i be dispatched to you without delay ; the furnish-
ingsf required will all be of the best make and the most
th Xpensive that can be procured ; the books will be
n(? best of those sanctioned by the Gouncil of Public
i Struction, and will be sold to you at cost price with
e addition of the charges for storage, transport, &c. ;
Fard should be had to this expenditurc at the times
len you lay the School rates, but should you not thus
re?l\e provision for it by means of the rates, then the
isltn.burs_ement of the cost must be procured by the
) ribution of the books and other articles required
sg tll}e scholars, to whom, however, they must be
fOIl‘)Itjlled at prices not exceeding what you have Yaid
me lem. All mattars relalive to_this subject will be
, laged subject to ragulations to be established by the
Perintendent and to come into force when sanctioned
¥ lhe Lieutenant Governor in Council.
lhet Is evident that this system implies economy for
con Parents. IFirst, there will be a saving in respect of
l.e(lmercxal profits, and secondly in avoiding the
ecluent changes of text books ; in [uture, it will
Wo 0nlle possible to have uniformity in these. Inshort,
S shall have the most approved text books at the
Mallest possible cost.
ol )lllﬂs een suggested that the system is calculated
so. muartful to the interests of the booksellers. Not
Cithe lfe new law will not make the Superintendent
o ¢r a publisher or a book n}akgr. It will be open to
ing t?okse‘llers a'lwaY's to realize just profits by furnish-
well lle Educational Depéot. I know, however, very
ou n’tﬁ 1at the law will be a source of real benefit to the
by nly at large. It has been called for in past years
Ing Y Predecessors and by the Council of Public
Struction.
at O?Illy regret that the Depot cannot be made complete
1ce 5 in fact, for that, a couple of years’ time will

e
v
m,

be necessary. Nevertheless, you should transmit your
requisition next July and August, for then, it will be
practicable to furnis a considerable number of articles,
including some of the most apBroved of the text books
sanctioned by the Council of Public Instruction, copy
books, pencils, globes, wall maps etc., and the account
books, already referred to in this circular.

ACADEMIES AND MODEL SCHOOLS.

The law sanctions tlic establishment of a Model-
School, or Academy, in the most thickly inhabited
neighbourhood in every school municipality, and
authorizes the School Commissioners and trustees lo
devote to that object $80 a year from the school funds.
The law and the regulations passed by Council of
Public Instruction prescribe the subjects to be taught
in those institutions. The Model Schools and the
Academies comprise two distinct classes, and the
former being Elementary and exclusively for the
children of the district in which they are situated, the
latter Superior Schools, open to all the children of the
Municipality who have followed an elementary coursec
}n their respective districts, and who pay the monthly
ees.

On the report of the Superintendent and recommen
dation of the Committees of the Council of Public
Instruction, Academies and Model Schools usually
receive grants from the funds for promoting Superior
Education. It must not be imagined, however, that
the mere giving of the name of Academy or Model
School will constitute a just claim to a grant from thosc
funds. It is necessary that such institution shall have
been in operation atleast a year before making the
agplication for aid, and that the course of instruction
shall be up to the prescribed standard ; also, that the
building be suitable in all respects and the classes
provided with black boards, globes, maps, cic., aud,
above all, that the teacher be competent. ccasionally,
aid has been given to merely elementary schools from
those sources without their possessing g’ust claims to it,
and, in certain cases, the good faith of the authorities
has been taken advantage of, that is, the aid has been
obtained under false pretexts. But this matter has now
been sct in order, and I hope that, for the future, no
school will be styled a Model School or Academy for the
sole purpose of securing a grant, but, above all, with a
view of raising the standard of elementary studies. You
know, in fact, that these higher institutions are intended
to enlarge the course of study of the elementary schools,
and to prepare the scholars to fill successfully positions
in the trades and professions, in business and agricul-
ture. Ifthe instruction given be really whatis needed,
the scholars, at the termination of their courses, will
be able to pass an examination for certificates of quali-
fication, and to become, in their turn, instructors.

But to arrive at such results, it is necessary, above
all, to secure the services of good teachers, and these
can only be had by offering adequate remuneration.

TEACHERS' SALARIES.

By the new law (clauses 26, 27, 28), you are bound,
on pain of a fine, to keep your teachers paid up to the
end of each half year, and the semi-annual reports of

our secretary-treasurers must specify their payment
in order to entitle you to a share of the Government
money. I trust you will not overlook this requirement,
for, on my part, T will observe itstrictly. According to

the last reports of the Inspectors I have drawn up the
| following table respecting teachers’ salaries i—
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Receiving
From $100{From $200| $400 and
less than to $200. | to $400. over,
$100.
Male Teachers.. 115 , 374 480 219
Female do 1722 | 5244 345 50

If you will have the goodness to consider, on the one
hand, what is disclosed by the above figures, and, on
the other, the character of the work and the importance
of the functions of teachers, remunerated on such a
scale, you cannot refrain from avowing that the country
is to ‘Jiame for the past and bound to remedy the evil
in the future. Alas! what a discreditable sight to see
those from whom. our children derive their daily
mental food remunerated no better than day labourers*
Of what service is it to devote one’s youth'and mone
to preparation for the exercise of the profession, if the
work of teaching, wholly performed in the people’s
interest, is so little appreciated as to scarcely secure a
livelihood ? And on what grounds should the people
exact such work for such slender remuneration ? There
is an adage, ¢ Pay your servants well and you will be well
served . Why should this not apply to the case of teach-
ers ? Is it not evident that the best of them, if their
remuncration be inadequate, will hasten to try their
fortune in some other occupation ? Or, if they remain
teachers, it will be beeause they are forced by circum-
stances, and they will soon })e disgusted with the
calling ; their duties being rendered uncongenial, they
will "be badly performed—or at least more or less
inefficiently. ~Allow them, on the other hand, suitable
remuneration, all those who have brought into the
vocation special aptitude will love it more and more,
You will then see by the progress of your children that
they are contented with their lot.

It would therefore be peculiarl
augment the stipends of your teac hers, even if senti-
ments of honour and justice did not impel you to
regard that as an imperative duty. You may take
notice that public opinion is awakened on this subject
—it is shocked, as you may have inferred from the
utterances in the Legislature last session ; one may
foresee the day when the Legislature will fix the
minimum of salary to be paid to teachers. If you desire
“to avoid the passing of a coercive law to that end, you
must hasten to augment the School rates—to tax
yourselves a little more. I express myself in all frank-
ness, and fearlessly give expression to the word taz,
so lamentably made use of by evil minded men as a cry.
The School taxes, in reality, constitute a capital whereof
the interest is represented by the educational advan.
tages acr}uired by your children. Money cannot be
more usefully invested, and the tax itself is, otherwise,
a light one, in comparison with the expenditure which
people incur for luxury and frivolity. What farmer
would find himself poorer at the end of each Year by
depriving himself of some superfluity and devoting its
cost to raising the standard of the Schools ?

I beg you will consider all this, so as to realize your
own interest, and not hesitate to increase your teachers’
remuneration.

Your interest to

THE TEACHING OF AGRICULTURE.

Gentlemen, I request you will particularly notice the

following extract from my report for the present year.

“ In our country extensively inhabited by cultivators
‘“ of the soil, it is useful, it is necessary, that the prin-
“ ciples of agriculture should be taught in all our
‘“ schools. There was a time when the soil of Canada,

‘¢ still fresh, yielded returns of all kinds of g-ain without
“ the necessity of sustaining its fertility by means of
“ manures and certain processes of cultivation; but
“ our lands could pet always resist the exhaustive
‘ regimen to which they have been subjected, and in
“ several parts there are now complaints that agricul-
‘“ ture does not pay. 1t becomes, therefore, a matter of
“urgent importance to pursue measures for restoring
‘“ to the soil its primitive fertility. These measures are
¢ known, and within every one’s reach. Agriculture
‘“ is an art whose secrets have been long disclosed ; all
“ that is now needed is that its Yrinciples be commonly
«* taught ; to this end the Schools offer the most expedi-
“tious path. Teach its principles to the farmer's
¢ children and the practice of Agriculture ceases to be
¢ a matter of blind routine. Impressed with this idea,
‘1 enjoined, in the year 1874, the introduction of this
“ branch in all the Provincial Schools........................
¢ T trust that, before long, the importance of imparting
“ agricultural instruction will be recognized, and that
¢ it will be understood to be of such vital importance,
‘ in connection with the dearest interests of our coun.
‘“try, that, perhaps, this may become a prineipal
“ condition with respect to the allotment of the annual

- grants to Schools.”

It is fortunate that we possess manuals or elementary
text-books on this subject, but I am aware that some
may object to these on the allegation that they contain
nothing that is not known to all practical agriculturists,
or which they cannot themselves teach to their own
children. But there is exaggeration in saying all
agriculturists, for unhappily a large number of these
are ignorant of the valuable contents of these manuals.
But let us suppese the case that one does not find in
them a single thing for them to learn. Then notice what I
would suggest. This objection is raised by persons who
are eitherignorant or educated. To the latter I would
reply, you know the difference between what is done
by mere routine and that which is accomplished intel-
ligently—between mere habit and principle ; and
although all farmers might instruct their children in
farming by their example, the latter would still profit
more certainly by having a knowledge of the principles
involved ; for one practises much better that which one
derives from one’s own knowledge and experience than
that which is the result of mere routine. Asto the others,
that is to say the ignorant, I trust I may be permitted
to remark that they are not competent judges in the
case, and that they ought to shew the ‘goed -sense of
confiding in those who know better: I am determined,
gentlemen, to adogt all possible means of causing agri-
culture to be taught in Schools. If in working for that
end in behalf of Agricultural class I have not the support
of its concurrence, I will endeavour to further its
interests in spite of itself.

DRAWING.

Sect. 32 of Victor. 40, chap. 22, prescribes the teaching
of Drawing in all the schools of the Province, and Sect.
33, places this branch under the control of the Council
of Arts and Manufactures, with power * to determine
upon the method and text books to be used” and to
make ‘ rules and regulations ” to be submitted to the
Council of Public Instruction. Already the Council of
Arts and Manufaetures, under the provisious of this
Act, have sanctioned the ‘“ Teachers’ Manual for FREEHAND
DRraWING in primary schools hf; Walter Smith with accom-
panying drawing-cards for the use of pupils.” It becomes
therefore yourduty toprepare immediately for the teash-
ing of Drawing in your schools. You must be aware that
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the Council of Arts and Manufactures has already esta-
blished Special Schools in the principal towns of the
Province, and that these are frequented by a conside
rable number of young people, workmen or apprentices
for the most part, persons who have attained an age at
which attendance of school is dis-continued. Several
deserving workmen, surveyors, architects, contractors,
engravers, and cabinet makers, &c., have already gone
forth from these Special Schools, whose usefulness and
skill are now %enerally acknowledged. Bwt these
schools of themselves do not form a complete organiza-
tion, and one recognizes here, as in other countries,
that they do not suffice for bringing forward all the
hidden or ignored artistic talent, or to bring out all the
latent intelligence of a people. When we speak of a
pecial School we have reference to exceptional instruc-
tion, and from such we must not look for general or

universal results. Admitting the necessity of Drawing|I

in the cultivation of the arts and industries, it is of
importance to generalize the study of it, to teach itin
all the schools. This will be a certain method of cul-

tivating in their infancy all the natural talents. If, on i

leaving the Primary School, the scholar enters a Special
School, he will come there already grounded, possessed
of the elements of art, and his progress will be more
‘Tapid. Between him and the scholar who has not
learned drawing at the primary school, there will be
the same difference as between one who enters college
Wwithout being able to read and one who has been pre-
ared by a good elementary course. At a partial exhi-
ition which was held in the Quebec Parliament last
December, the work of pupils of the Special Schools
was much admired ; but it was alleged, with reason,
that the pupils would have been still more advanced, if
they had enjoyed the advantages of previous instruc-
tion in drawing in the Primary Schools. In short, itis
the same in this, as in otherbranches, the younger they
commence the more marked thesuccess of the scholars.
Is it necessary thal I should demonstrate to you the
practical utility of this branch ? You know that the
art of Drawing is essential in almost all branches of
industry. For the construction of your houses, the
Mmaking of your garments, the manufacture of house-
hold utensils, furniture, machinery, &c., there must
1n the first instance be drawn models, and these objects
are more or less sightly in proportion to the cultivated
taste of the designer. Taste, that isto say the power to
iscern what is beautiful and to produce beautiful
Works, comes of study. Nature furnishes the aptitude,
ut study alone elevates the taste by imparting the
knowledge of principles and enabling comparisons to
be made hetween the works of divers people, ancient
and modern. One may, without an acquaintance with
rawing, fashion any number of common articles of
use, but which will not bear comparison with others
tter finished and not more expensive.
or us the question concerned is a simple one. En-
gland, France, Germany and the United States, always
engaged in rivalry with each other in industrial pur-
Suits, have established amongst themselves the principle
that the teaching of Drawing in the Primary Schools
Orms the most efficacious means of developing their
Industrial capabilities. We have no alternative but to
ollow their example. We must keep always abreast of
Modern progress on pain of remaining obscure. When the
Test of the world progresses, that is to say becomes more
lustructed, around us, we must in like manner advance,
Unless we are to count for nothing in the future ; other-
Wise, we should remain dwarfs in the midst of giants.
[nstruction, in these times, rules over the industries
and all other works of human activity : as the schools

are, so will be the industrial arts. Let us follow this
axiom as a guide. Drawing being the foundation of the
industries, let us teach our youth Drawing in the hest
manner possible ; in our programmes let us attach to it
the same importance as to hand writing. Drawing is to
industrial art that which writing is to book-keeping.
As I have said in my report of this year * Drawing has
become altogether the foundation of the principal
industrial arts, and the time is at hand when every
body will know how to draw as to write. The teaching
of it in all schools is admitted to be an indispensable
requirement for competition in industrial art among
the foremost nations of the world. The future will thus
afford evidence of general progress in the arts, and if
we desire to occupy an equal position with other
nations we must necessarily pursue their processes ol
instruction. This is an essential point, and it is because

am impressed with a conviction of this that I
urgently press for the general introduction of Drawing
as a branch of Public Instruction in our Province.”

Moreover, Drawing is one-of the most valuable objects
of the Art of Teaching for the teacher of the present
day to adopt. From the alphabet and simple hand-
writing up to natural history how numerous are the
things which can be taught by means of Drawing! The
understanding obtains cognizance of objects by means
of the senses, and so Drawing becomes one of the most
valuable meghods of utilizing the sense of sight in view
of improving the understanding. Give a child, for in-
stance, the verbal description of a bear, he may possibly
comprehend what you say; give a drawing of the ani-
mal and he will certainly do so.

But, it may be represented, for this branch you must
engage a new class of teachers. Not so; according.to
the method of Walter Smith adopted by the Council of
Arts and Manufactures, Drawing is taught by the ordi-
nary male and female teachers without its being requi-
site for these to pursued a course of preparation. Such
course, if the teacher feel obliged to have some lessons
for himself, would only be all the better for him, but,
I repeat, this would not be indispensable.

It must he understood then, at the outset, the question
is not whether children shall be taught fancy drawing
of portraits and natural scenery ; these are purely matters
of accomplishment and luxury to which we do not now
refer ; we refer only to instruction of practical utility.
What we wish to have taught is, lincar geometricul
drawing, industrial drawing. We do not aim at teach.
ing scholars the drawing of bouquets of flowers for
embellishing apartments, but the objects of regular
form reproduced in the works of industry. It is casy
for you to comprehend that this sort of Drawing depends
less than that of natural objects upon the manual dex-
terity of the instructor. Again, this method is so per-
fectly simple, so judicious, and so logically graduated,
that the most ordinary intelligence may, with ease,
comprehend all its processes, and is in other respects
not dependent upon the excellence of the teacher's
delineation of figures; all that is necessary for him to
do is to trace them on a black board in a manner suffi-
ciently clear to enable the scholar to apprehend their
general featnres. In short, in the teaching of Drawing
according to this method it is the same asin that ol
Arithmetic and Hand writing. To teach common Arilh-
metic one does not need to be an eminent mathemati-
cian, nor to be a distinguish Calligrapher to teaclh
writing ; it is enough, in either case, to be competent
to teach the young. Granting that your male and femalc
instructors are understood to possess special aptitude in
this branch, still the progress of their scholars, in 1he
matter of drawing, will be not governed by the teachers’
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ability asartists but by their talent for imparting instruc-
tion. "1f these do not themselves, on account of age or
other causes, acquire the power to execute figures with
clegance on the black board, the scholars will not, for
that reason, fail to become apt and expert, seeing that
they will always have before their eyes perfect copies
in the drawing-cards which will be put into their hands.

I recapitulate on this subject ; lo. The teaching of
Drawing in the elementary schools is necessary, from
a national point of view ; 20. Drawing is an excellent
instrument for the exercise of the Art of teaching ;
3o0. This branch can, and ought to be, taught by the
ordinary staff of School teachers.

As a first step, I request yon to recommend all your
teachers, male and female, to apply to me for copies of
“ The Teachers Manual for Free-hand Drawing”. The
price of it is $0.75.

I would remark that the introduction of this new
branch of instruction will not expose you to any heavy
expense. The Scholars are not obliged to purchase the
Manual, but merely a series of ¢ Drawing Cards” specially
prepared for their use. and whose cost is not more than
$0.15 cents. You will, without fail, in the course of
next July and August transmit to me your requisition
or as many scries of Drawing Cards as you have Scho-
lars in your Schools.

SGHOOL EXHIBITIONS. .

Section 92 of the recent enactment authorizes the
Government to establish School Exhibitions. The
Universal Exhibitions have shewn how the less advanc-
od nations can benefit by a study of what is done in
foreign Schools. At the grand international concourse
held at Philadelphia the chief rominence, as 1o the
classification and the grouping o objects, was accorded
to the Educational Department.

I'cite from my last report, on this subject : ¢ This
inrovation has brought out afresh one of the chief
trails ol the physiognomy of the contemporancous
world ; instruction has become a popular force, a
common instrument, a_generating power with respect
to every human work. Ineffect, if the art of printing has
changed the face of Society in placing the means of
reading within the reach of the multitude, steam and
clectricity have completed thisrevolution in converting
the ideas of a single person inlo the property of all,
diffusing almost instantaneously, over the whole world,
the light emanating from an isolated spot. The members
of the vast human family are no longer strangers to
cach other; they continually interchange thought. and
vompare progress in civilization ; there is less room
left for antagonism but more for emulation. Each one
seeks to know how others altained Lo weallh or repu-
tation, and desires, after admiring their works, to
realize the same for himself ; it is soon recognized Lhat
the foundation is instructed intelligence. That is the
source of the perpetual loan which nations make to
cach other from their methods of instruction. As s00n
as one becomes convinced that the diffusion of Lhe
benefits of instruction is Lhe surest mode of arousing
the talenis of all, and of preventing the loss or extinetion
of latent intelligence through the absence of suitable
nourishment, the natural consequence is to inquire
iuto the most advantageous methods of intellectual
culture. Then it also happens that, whenever there
is a concourse of the nations in a general exhibition,
we recognize the existence of a veritable relationship
ol mental intelligence, a certain community ol methods
ol thought and of execution, and if we go to the source
of their works, that is to say, to the School, we ascertain

that each one of the nations has its system of instruction
adapted to the conditions of climate, natural produc-
tions, language, religion and public life, but that all
the systems present resemblances and suggest methods
and processes which are the common inheritance of all
nations.”

In short, international educational expositions have
been advantageous to nations in the same way that
local agricultural exhibitions have proved beneficial Lo
individuals, and Provincial Shows to counties.

In the present instance the object of the law is lo
apply to the domain of Public Instruction a practice
which has contributed so much to the advancement of
agriculture ; if, in our Province, Agriculturg has thus
profited, so would our schools; for, by this means,
every advance made in one part would become promptly
known every where and would soon become general.

This year, it is hoped that we may have an educa-
tional exhibition in connection with the ensuing Pro-
vincial Show. Tam desirous of securing your co-
operation and participation. What will be requisite for
fhis purpose ?

Simply cause the performances of your scholars, as
already explained in this circular, to be preserved in
your schools ; to have taken Ehotographic views of
your school houses, of a size about 10 inches by 12, if
there be anything remarkable in respect of situation or
proportions ; to send samples of your equipments for
classes, seats, desls, maps, &c. Your Secretary-treasurers
might study, to your great advantage, such a collection,
which would offer to their view much that would he
worthy of their notice.

CONCLUSION.

Stuch are the explanations and counsels which I have
felt it my duty to address to you, and you will, I trust,
receive t.}lem in the same spirit which animates me—.
that is to say, with a sincere desire to bring about a
full and complete application of the law in behalf of the
highest interest of our country. The instruction of the
people is a work of essential necessity, a work, moreover
i which you are my principal fellow 'labourers.
Upon you as its foundation rests our whole school
organizat:ei. and you are well aware that upoun your
co-operation or indifference the success or failure of that
organization depends.

Extend your active support to the laws, and they
will be seen to be good and to promote the country’s
wellare 5 oppose ther, and they will seem bad, and
remain a dead letter. Heuce, your responsibility is
great. Thefuture of your country is, literally speaking,
in your hands, for it rests with you whether the people
be instructed or ignorant.

Relying on you, gentlemen, and aware before hand
that your good will is gained, I have pointed out the
faults of the past with entire (rankness, and 1 have
endeavoured to shew you clearly the spirit of our pre-
sent cducational laws.

The grand defect of the past has been the desire to
obtain instruction oo cheaply. The spirit of economy is,
i itself, laudable, and it 1s through frugality that the
most substantial fortunes are acquired. But frugality
isa word whose signification should bLe considered,
since there is such a thing as ruinous economy. Thus,
a farmer, who is sparing in the application of manures
‘Lo the land, impoverishes himself; on the contrary, onie
who is liberal in that way, augments his productive
capital, practises true cconomy, and euriches himself.
It is the same in respect of instruction. To be sparing

in this, is to lose the means of intellectual moral and
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material advancement furnished by study and the
exercise of the mind ; to expend money for 1instruction
is to gain a capital of trained intelligence, of which
the interest accumulates every day; for, we must not
fO}‘get, that in every species of labour there are two
distinct agents concerned—the arms and intelligence—
and labour becomes the more profitable the more the
arms are guided by intelligence ; in other words, man,
as compared with the lower animals, acts with intelli-
gence, and with so much the more advantage to him-
self as his intelligence is more called into exercise and
more developed by study and instruction.

You should not therefore fear to spend in favour of
instruction. I do not counsel extravagance, but not to
practise a false economy on this head. Effect your
savings in other ways. Permit me to say to you that if
you would devote to your schools one half of what you
expend, for example, on your pleasure-carriages, you
all migilt be well off in ten years.

[ have brought into view the spirit of our school laws
with respect to :few details: I now invite you to cast
a general glance at the Primary School system.

he school, gentlemen, is not learning; it is only a
means of developing iuntelligence and furnishing oppor-
tunities to acquire knowledge. Forthese opportunities,
there are four essential requisites:

lo. Reading, as a means of becoming cognizant of the
thoughts of another.

20. Writing, as a means of communication.

30. Arithmetic, as a means of comprehending, expres-
sing and comparing quantities.

40. Drawing, as a means of communicating through
the eye an idea or acquired knowledge.

With the aid of these four instruments of intellectual
culture, man raises himself to a position, more or less
exalted, according to the talents which God has
bestowed. :

But in devoting effort, principally, to exercising the
youthful mind, the school does not omit to enrich it
with precious knowledge. ‘We instruct the young in
religion in order to teach them to serve God, next we
teach Drawing and Agriculture to qualify them to serve
their country. ¢ Pro Deo et Patrid "—for God and our
country—is ithe motto which the Canadian Legislature
has prescribed for our places of education. Thus trained.
our youth acquire also a knowledge of their moral and
social duties, preparing, themselves, at the same time
for the pursuits of agriculture and the manual arts.
The Primary School, therefore, neglects no class of the
People. It embodies the welfare of the whole people ;
and, thus, our system is theoretically a complete onc.
It is our task to put it in active operation and to render
it absolutely efficient in all details. Such is the national
work to which I invite you.

T am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

GEDEON OUIMET,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Mpr. Bright on Education.

I will conclude what I have to say with only one
Point, and that is upon the subject of education. I believe
workmen of the country need to have pointed out to
them how much coinfort and happiness depend upon
the education of their children and that they should do

all they can to secure its blessings for them. In the
State of Massachusets—one of the oldest and most edu
cated and intellectual in .merica—there has been, for
the 250 years it has been founded, a very extended
system of public schools. Eight generations of its popu-
lation have had the advantage of being educated in thesc
schools. 'The men driven from this country by the
tyranny of the monarchy and of the archbishop, founded
that school system of which the poet I have already
quoted speaks in these terms. He describes them as
“ the Fathers of New England, who unbound in wide
Columbia Europe’s double chain,” meaning the chain of
a despotic and a persecuting Church. Now, supposing
we had had in this country all that time good schools
for the education of our children, to what a position
should we have raised by this time the whole population
of this nation ? Now I want to ask the working men to
attempt to do their utmost tosupport the school system—
be it a school belonging to a sect, or be it aSchool Board
school. If it be a convenient or possible school for your
children, send them to it, so that Parliament in voting
two and a half millions for education, to which you
subscribe as tax-payers, shall have the enthusiastic
support of the people in forwarding education to the
greatest degree in its power. Depend upon it, if you
support the school, the school will compensate you.
Shakespeare says, speaking of children who are trouble-
some, ¢ "Tis sharper than a serpent's tooth to have a
thankless child.” Let me ask the working men here—
and I might ask it of every class to a certain extent—
how much of the unhappiness of families and of the
grief and gloom which overshadow the later years of
parents come from what 1 may call the rebellion of
children against parental authority and moral law. If
you will send your children to school, encourage them
in their learning, make them feel that it is a great thing
for them to possess, in all probability—in fact, I cannot
for a moment doubt of it—the generation to come will
be much superior to the generation that is passing, and
that those who comne after us will see thal prosperily
which we now only look for and see the beginning of in
the efforts that are now being made. And more than
this, besides making your family so much more happy
and insuring the success of your children in life, you
will build up a fabric of the reatness and glory of your
country upon the sure foundation of an intelligent and
a Christian people.

Earl Granville on Art.

There had been (said the noble earl) wonderful imjpro-
vementeven in children’s picture books, and few children
would now condescend even to look at the picture books
of thirty years ago. Numbers of foreigners, including
M. Gautier, of high reputation, had pronounced in favour
of our English art institutions, and that he thought was
as near the verdict of history as could be. He read the
other day an article in a French paper, staling that
twenty-six years ago the French were superior in ceramic,
and every other kind of art, to the British, in fact, the
superiority was uncontested, but the article admitted
that they were not in the same position now. The
manufacturers of England, thanks to their museums,
thanks to their models, and thanks to their schools of
design, were improving every day. The article also
quoted a report from a very able srt correspondent in
Philadelphia, giving the highest place to England for
that which she had exhibited, and impressing upon his
countrymen the necessity ol aaapling her institution in
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order to get her place in artistic knowledge. With
regard to learning drawing, he learnt drawing at his
private school, and he remembered being four months
copying a church, and a vex‘yf beautiful church it was.
He recollected copying every line of that church, and he
was not quite sure that his master did not touch up the
lines as well. In his holidays he took home his church,
and his parents were very pleased with his work. In
fact, he himself was very proud of it, and was much
annoyed when his father asked him to reproduce that
church upon paper without the assistance of his master
to touch up the lines. He could not do ir.

POETRY.

Nothing Lost.
BY WILLIAM A. SIGOURNEY,

Where is the snow ?

"Tis not long ago
It covered the earth with a veil of white;
‘We heard not his footsteps soft and light ;
Yet there it was in the morning hright ;
Now it hath vanished away from our sight-—

Not a trace remains

In the ficlds or Janes.

Where is the frost ?

IU's gone and lost—
The forms of beauty last night it made—
With pictures rare were windows arrayed ;
It said, *¢ Be silent ; ”’ the brook obeyed ;
Yet silence and pictures all did fae,

At smile of the sun

All was undone.

Where is the rain ?
Pattering it cams,
Dancing along with a merry sound,
A grassy bed in the fields it found—

Kach drop came on the roof with a bound,
Where is the rain ? It has left the ground.
What good hath it done,

Gone away so soon ?

Ever, thus Qver,
Our best endeavor
Seemeth to fall like the melted snow :
We work our thoughts wisely and slow :
The seed we sow, but it will not grow—
Our hopes and resolves—where do they go ?
What doth remain ?
Memory and pain.

But nothing is lost—
No snow nor frost,
That came to enrich the carth again ;
We thank them when the ripening grain
Is waving golden o’cr hill and plain,
And the pleasant rain springs from eartl; again.
All endeth in good—
Water and foud,

Thea never despair ;
Disappointment bear,
Though hope seemeth vain, he patient stifl :
All thy good intents God doth fullil ;
Thy hand is weak : His powerful wili
Is finishing thy great life-work still,
The good endeavor
Is lost—ab, never »

We take the following from the Educational Times
of London, England, of 1st April, and recommend it to
the would-be mutilators of the English Language :

The agitation in favour of a change, or, as its advocates prelor to
callit, a Reform in the Spelling of English, is assuming an aggressive
aspect. As appeared in our last number, a circular has been sent
round, signed by such names, among others, as Max Miiller, Sir
Charles Reed, Mr. Edwin Chadwick, 8ir John Bennett, Rev, W. W,
Skeat, and Miss Helen Taylor, asking for support at a Conference, at
which the Government are to be asked to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion. We are sorry to sec so many distinguished names attached t)
a circular whose aim, as we hold, is so unpractical and so hopeless.
But we have not yet heard that the Conference has been held : and
as regards the Royal Commission, we beleive it will be found that it
is much easier to ask for than to get it,

On March the 7th, the School Board resumed their ajourned debate
on this question. Mr. Murphy argued that because certain letters
of adhesion had been procured from certain Societies, and from
certain  School Boards, the question ought not to bhe shelved.
Among the societies he named was the College of Preceptors. We
should be glad to be informed, how, when, and in what terms the
College of Preceptors has expressed its approbotion of the proposed
change, because this is the first we have heard of it. M, Firth, on
the other hand, in proposing his amendment, called attention to the
more obvious objections that present themselves, He showed the
absuraities of phonetic spelling ; called attention to the fact that
there is no agreement among agitators as to the changes which
ought to be made ; and he argued that there was not the slightest
chance of any reform being adopted by the world at large. Other
speakers followed on_either side, but the arguments were singularly
tame and dull. The debate was resumed on Wednesday the 1{ith.
Dr. Angus wanted alterations on the ground that it would assist
children in grasping the historical and family connections of words :
hut he does not appear to have shown how this was to be effected.
Sir John Bennett wanted to assist in getting rid of redundant letters
and * caused much laughter ™ hy giving examples of bad spelling.

No argument whatever, except the fact that it is difficult to teach
children to spell, hes yet beeu adduced in favour of any change in
spelling. A writer in the School Board Chronicle states that none
of those who had written in the Times, the Saturday Review, and the
Pall Mall Gazelle, have touched upon what he calls a ‘ vita] point.”
Then let us be permitted to say a few words on the vital point. The
majority of the present School Board (for Mr. Firth’s amendment was
lost) propose to sacrifice the present mode of spelling, Let us supposc
that children who pass through Board Schools do not spell. What
then ? Is spelling the whole object of life ? What does their deficien-
cy prove ?

yb!pelling is learned chiefly by the cye. Boys who read a great
deal learn to spell while they are still engaged in the spelling-book
—and instinctively. Those who leave school and vet spell badly are
boys who do not read. It is desirable, doubtless, that children should
learn to spell, but it is montrous to ask us to change the whole
language in order to remove one of the minor difliculties in educa-
tion. Let it be remembered that a man may arriveat any distinction,
the very highest, and yet spell badly. Is there not g « leading case™
in the history of a well-known Cambridge man, Fellow of St. John's
and ninth Wrangier, who was plucked while an undergraduate in
the Little Go, for spelling miracle nine different ways. The man
had not the most elementary notion of spelling. He was good in all
other respects, and he became an excellent mathematician : hut—
he could never spell, Bad spelling is no bar to proficiency in any
thing ; but the hoy who spells badly at fourteen will spell badly ail
his life. As arule, too, he is a stupid boy. Again, Dr. Angus would
alter the the spelling, so as to bring out the « family connection of
words, " while Sir Johu Bennett would get rid of “ redundant
letters. We do not profess to understand what Dr, Angus would do.
Sir John Bennett’s plan is more intelligible. He would simply strike
oif the letters, ‘ivst of all, whicl are not sounded. Such family names
for instance, as Fetherstonhaugh and Cholmondeley would appear
as Fetherston and Chiumly—the whole history and ancient associa-
tions of.the good old names vanishing at one stroke. Fancy the
process of getting rid of redundant lctters in the good old words
which have grown up in our language during the last eight hunl-
red years. Does Sir John think that the English language is like a
clock ; the parts of which can always be improved by the latest
invention ? Why, there is scarcely a letter in any English word but
has its history ; not a syllabe about which an cssay might not be
written ; not one which has not its roots far far back in the dead
gencrations : not one which is not dear to the hundred milion who
speak our tongue, And shall we meddie and fuss with this grand
old structure, because the little urchins of the Board School find it
diflicult to learn to spel} ?
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Reorganization of the St. Francis District
Association of Teachers.

(From the Sherbrooke Gaselle of March 23rd, 1877.)

A meeting was held at the Academy, in this city, on
Wednesday, for the purpose of re-organizing the Teachers’
Association of the District of St. Francis. Teachers from
Coaticook, Stanstead, Lennoxville and Sherbrooke, and
several others interested in the matter, were present, and
although no special preparation had been made for an
order of exercises, the day was spent very profitably and
agreeably in readings and discussions.

As the Association has been inactive for some years, it
was necessary first to proceed to the business of choosing
officers, which was soon despatched, and the following
board elected : Mr. Inspector Hubbard, President ; Revs.
Professor Holmes of Stanstead, and Tambs of Lennox-
ville, Vice-Presidents ; H. D. Lawrence, of Sherbrooke,
Sec.-Treas. ; and Principal G. L. Masten of Coaticook,
Dr. G. J. Bompas of Stanstead and Miss M. L. Hunt of
Sherbrooke, Executive Committee ; of which also the
President, Vice-Presidents and Secretary are ex-officio
members.

Principal Masten began the discussion of the day by
reading a very able and interesting paper on The
Successful Teacher,” in which his opinions as to the
secrets of success were clearly and forcibly presented
with a voice and manner which showed that the elocu-
lionist and teacher may be one and the same. The paper
was listened to with marked attention, and in the
general discussion which followed Rev. Dr. Nicholls and
Rev. Mr. Holmes spoke with special reference to methods
of discipline and the teacher’s daily preparation for work.
In regard to the latter subject, it was the opinion of all
that the teacher should prepare himself for the day’s
recitation before entering the school room. The meeting
then adjourned until afternoon, when the work of the
day was continued by the reading of a paper by H. D.
Lawrence on ‘ Written Examinations, and in the
animated discussion which followed it, in which nearly
all present took part, the subject was quite fully treated ;
and while there were differences in the opinions given
in regard to the merits of the written examination, it
seemed to be the general sentiment of the members that
the benefits of the exercise far outweigh its disadvantages,
and that it is quite possible to unite the two methods so
as to bring out the good results of both.

Rev. Dr. Nicholls, of Lennoxville, then favored the
audience with a paper on * The Office, Business and
Character of the Teacher.” The subject, in itself an
intéresting one, as rendered more so by the able manner
in which it was handled by the writer, and for nearly an
hour, the reading was listened to with atiention. The
lateness of the hour prevented, and the exhaustive
manner in which the subject was treatad precluded, the
necessity of further discussion.

Remarks were made by Rev. C. P. Reid, Rev. A. Duff,
Dr. Worthington and the Presideut, with regard to
religious instruction in schools, and although it was the
opinion of some that such should be left entirely to home
Influences, yet the majority scemed to concur in the
opinion of Rev. Mr. Reid, that there was nothing in the
nature of the case to prevent a religious teacher from
inculcating the general principles of sound morality and
universal Christianity, without being unduly influenced
by so called Sectarian views.

The session was concluded with remarks by President
Hubbard as to the origin and former usefulness of the
Association, its present object and future possibilities.
He referred to its previous meelings, to the practical

value of all such meetings as means of increasing the
efficiency of teachers, and urged upon those present the
necessity of active interest and co-operation in the work
of reviving and fostering the present Association.

The Pravincial Associatiou, of which R. W. Hencker,
Esq., is President, holds its next annual convention in
this city in October next, and it is the duty of every
teacher in the Province to attend its sessions if possible.
The men who will come here are men of experience in
all the details of Educational matters, and no one can
attend their meetings and listen to what they have to
say without gaining valuable information.

There is at present a praise worthy awakening here
in educational matters which has been long needed, and
which will we think result in much good.

If we cannot next fall, show the members of the
Provincial Association model school houses and a
perfected system of graded schools, let us at least show
them that we are thoroughly alive to the necessities of
the case and mean to have them at an early day. And
above all tet us so impress them with the appreciative
and progressive spirit of the people that they will hail
with pleasure the announcement of future meetings of
the Association in this city.

—

MISCELLANY.

Ethnological and Political Difficulties.—The Pall Mall Gazette
says :—A statistical re&ort lately published at Athens, relating
to the Christian population of European Turkey, gives some
interesting information about Albanis. The Roumanians and
Slavs are the most numerous, forming oomgact agglomerations
with tolerably well defined frontiers ; the Greek element sur.

asses the other in culture and wealth ; and though it would
Ee difficult to draw an exact line of demarcation between the
Greeks and the Slavs, such a task would not be impossible if
both sides were preparad to make some unimportant conces-
sions. In Albania, on the other hand, the population, which
exceeds 1,000,000, is neither Greek, Slav, nor Turkish ; its

redominant religion is the Mahometan, and its destination,
in the event of a break-up in the Ottoman Empire, would cause
many difficulties of both an ethnological and a political kind.
The religious dissensions of the Albanians have caused bitter
antagonisms among them which it would be very hard to recon-
cile, and they have no strong national feeling like the Greeks
and the Slavs. In the northern part of the province there are
some one hundred thousand Roman Catholics—the Mirdites—
who, like all the Roman Catholics of the East, form & separate
community of their own, giving allegiance only to the Pope.
They have nothing in common with the other Albanians, or
with any of the neighbouring races, and they are too few in
number to form a separate State by themselves. Of the remai-
ning Albanians about six hundred and fifty thousand are Maho-
metans, and 350,000 Christians of the Greek Orthodox Church ;
there are also in the provinces about thirty thousand Sclavs
and the same number of Epirote Greeks. The Mahometan
Albanians are inclined to side with the Turks ; those of the
Greek Church lean to the Greeks, and both are strongly oppo-
sed to the Mirdites.

Easter Simnel Cake—In olden days, in England, there were
also curious customs, which are now passing away. One of
these was the preparation of a simnel cake. This cake is yet
made in Shropshire where it is said to have originated in the
following manner. An aged couple, living in their homestead,
were visited by their son Simon and their daughter Nelly, at
Easter, On arriving at the house, they found that the old
folks had nothing wherewith to entertain them, save the
unleavened dough left from the Lenten fast, Nelly proposed
to bake this into cakes for the younger children, and while
preparing it, she came across the remains of the Christmas
glum pudding. This she proposed to cover over with the

ough, and bake it hard, so that when the hard crust was bitten
through, the rich interior would be a surprise. The cake was
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accordingly made, when Master Simon came alone, and said it | of the times., There is here and there a slight' discrepancy
was the proper way to boil it. Nelly said it should be baked.|between the two accounts, as, for instance, where it is asserted
Thereupon they quarreled, and even came to blows. Nelly|in the one that Gen. Montgomery’s dead body was carried
threw the stool whereon she was sittingat Simon. Simon took | from the field at Quebec by Benedict Arnold, while the other
the broom-handle to defend himself, but his sister soon got it | shows that this could not have occured. But after all the
away and beat him with it. Thus the quarrel went on, when |person whom both these pamphlets leave most vividly
Nelly said she would boil the cake first and then bake it. The |impressed upon the mind is not the dashing young Revolu-
compromise was accepted, and both set to work to build the | tionary General, but the fair widow who so long cherished
fire. The stool and the broomstick were used for fuel, and |every early memento in the home her husband had provided
some eggs, which had been broken in the scuffle, were used to | for her, and at last left them to the equal care of her succeeding
smear over the cake, and give it a glossy appearance. The | heirs. Dauihter of Livingston, and sister of the lad who was
cooking was a great success, and every year the cake became |to become the great Chancellor ; married early to the handsome
more popular and was known as Simon-N elly’s cake. After a|younger son of an Irish baronet, who had left the British army
while, however, only the first parts of their names were used, |in disgust, and sought quiet in farming on the Hudson, per-
and for short it was called simnel cake.—(F, Newton Perkins, |mitted to live with him only through a brief honeymoon,
in April) Wide Awake. troubled by the risi:lg altg.r!,ns of the Cgloxt)ies, partti}r:g from h.ﬁ
. . . as he went, at Washington’s comman 0 carry the war in
. Some Japanese Usages.—The soverelgn remedy for all ailments the enemy’s country, watching with all the Colonies his brief
is shampooing, and he who inherits the trade is blinded in his d sful campaign, which ended in the fall of Montreal
childhood for the sake of modesty. Shampooers are in constant :}r: suf ce:k b 'ghepfatill1 news from Quebec, and living for more
demand ; at almost every corner one is met, feeling his way by then S runera{ion afterward a solitary life in the stagtel lace
the aid of a long staff, and blowing the whistle that designates :utlha gf{udson her soldier husban({ had left her : z'vl?at a
his avocation. The women have graceful, modest bearing; in o?teotfs blighted life it was, Forty-three years afier he fell
public never forward. In marriage they shave the eyebrows Ehe stood or% the piazza of t‘he oldj;nome a,sy a steamer passed
and stain the teeth as a tribute to the husband’s honour. before her with Ea s saluting, and the noise of thepband
Notwithstanding, in all towns except at seaports, frequented | 2. i . 8s ng, .
. ) ) ? ) in | Mingling with the thunder’of the cannon from the neigh-
by foreigners, the public baths are used by both sexes in 2 : - :
> - ) bouring hills, The State of New York was conveying the body
common ; and when distress comes upon a family, the daughter of the husband. f h she had parted in the
who aids towards their support by making use of her allure. h younfg us ar’: Y "Lm whoxfnu tzSt P pl’s rd
ments is commended as dutiful, and without reproach may | 0Reymoon, from Quebec, where he fell, - Paul’s graveyard,
: ; : ! on Broadway, where he lies. These pamphlets deal only with
afterward be sought in marriage. oy Y ; .
W 2 : . ion | the soldier ; it is the woman in black, after a widowhood of
Among the better classes great care is taken in the education . ) : ’ 5
. y ) nearly half a century, watching thus on the lonely piazz,
of women ; and time, pains, and patience are expended upon whose figure they leave with us
music. History, romance, and instructive facts are imparted g v )
by traditionary poetry that is sung to the accompaniment of| Schools of Art and Design.—Many of our readers are unaware
the samisen, an instrument not unlike the banjo, but with a |of the fact that an effort, which we may characterize as strong
square body. The vocalization is harsh and disagreeable. and successful, is being made in this Province to give to the
Crime. is speedily and severely rebuked, The capital punish. | rising generation, and more particularly to the artizan class,
ments are haru-hiri. be-heading, and, for parricide and the |sound instruction in the important subject of industrial
gravest offences, crucitixion. The haru-kiri has been much |drawing. That industrial art education has a value commer-
modified of late; it is reserved for State offenders, to whom cially as well as educationally is beyond all doubt. Two more
consideration is'due, but death demanded. Ordinarily the |valuable instruments thana pencil and pair of compasses cannot
execution takes place in a temple or at the palace of some {be put into the hands of the workm% man. They will prove
Daimio, who is ordered to superintend the ceremony. A friend | not only of value in their use to him, but of value to society.
or two is selected, who stands by the offender with a drawn In all industrial occupations in which it is employed, the
sword, the katana ; a salver is then offered the principal, in |skilful handling of the pencil is of so much importancein
which lies the knife for disembowling, and as he seizes it the determining the value of an article, that where such skill does
second cleaves off his head at a blow. This is a humane modi. | not exist on the part of the working man there is a serious loss
fication of the method requiring the principal to cut into his | —a loss to the manufacturer, a loss to the workman and a loss to
abdomen before decapitation. This form, without interposition | the purchaser. At Worcester, Massachusetts,where many mecha-
ofa second, is quite popular as a method of seeking death |nical trades are carried on, the manufacturers say that a
when overpowered by grief for a lost friend or Patron, or to | workman who is able to draw is worth to them thirty per cent.
oppose a sea of troubles, Beheading malefacfors is done by a | more than one who is unable to draw, and they are conse uently
State agent, who has distinguished himself in military life. | prepared to pay higher wages to the latter than the former,
The victim is bound ina kneeling posture, ind the executioner, | The reason of this is that the skilled workman loses no time,
standing behind, delivers a blow with the sword that severs the | does not need to have some one over him to show him, and
head. This is then exposed on a crossbeam by the roadside. puts_into his work an accuracy and finish which could be
In crucifixion, the culprit is bound to & cross with thongs, and, | acquired only from an intelligent use of his instruments only
after a prescribed time of agonized exposure, life is tapped |to be acquired by delicacy in drawing. The possibility of
with spears. The Tokaido, the great thoroughfare of Japan, is teaching all to draw is beyond all doubt, and we are pleased to
thus ornamented with trophies of Justice to terrify the ill-|see that our Local Government has shown that it is alive to
disposed and to assure the upright. this important matter by making the teaching of drawing
Sword-making is considered an honourable occupation, and | compulsory in all the schools in the Province.
a connoisseur of blades can identify the handiwork ofa cele-{ The work which is being done in this matter by the Council
brated maker with the certainty some of us recognize the | of Arts and Manufactures deserves all encouragement. Under
painting of an old master. To fashion clothes make sandals |its control free evening schools have been established in
and household utensils is ignoble and confined to the Etas, a|Montreal, Quebec, Sorel, Three Rivers, St. Hyacinthe, Sher.
proscribed class, brooke, Hochelaga, New Liverpool, tevis, St. Hegri and
. . Huntingdon, and in these classes as many as one thousand
Montyomery.—Two recent pamphl ake material \ungaon, ese ¢ v y 3
to the slight knowledge we. hate.of one. of the marpcitons R ave of graas o eceiving instruction, which cannot fail to
g’:;:rﬁ%ﬁﬁ;hgg e:rl:dt;]eb‘;;?f'. ?)got}:: ‘:‘lfnc:f ;cl?:wliezgl;{::%r:‘. We hope that, after the close of the scholastic year, a display
: : prep grap iouarion, | of the works from the various schools may be made, and thus
General Richard Montgomery for the authors and antiquarians | . - - s 0 ¢
who gathered in Philadelphia last summer. This deals some- | 8!V® t}}:: public an opp ortunity of seeing what is being done
what critically with Montgomery’s brief and brilliant military [20¢ What may be accomplished in this important matter.

record. Another sketch, enriched by everything valuable which | 4 Woman's Appeal to the Medical Profession.—If Youare about
the carefully treasured correspondence of the family could fur. | to prescribe alcohol, in any form, to ladies, as a convenient and
nish, has been prepared with equal grace and pains-taking care | pleasant remedy, stay & moment, and consider the probable
by the filial hands of the fair lady to whom Montgomery Place | consequences, Would you wish to give fresh justification to
has descended. 'This is of special interest from the glimpses it | the general assertion—only too well founded—that it is the
gives of the (jeneral's private life, and the manners and feeling | doctors who teach women to drink ?




S T TR T T

* APRIL, 1877))

FOR THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

63

Will you deliberately, by your prescription, teach any one
woman the habit of drinking ?

Do you think it right to prescribe what you believe may
relieve the present malady, but is very likely to produce a far
worse disease, even the liking for, and, by and-by, the craving
for strong drink ?

Ilave you any right—if I venture to ask you so strong a
question—have you any right to lead the women who entrust
their health to your care, out upon the slippery path down
Wwhich so many have gone, and are going into disgrace, and
shame, and death ?

You know, as I do, that the woman who takes stimulants, to
relieve ¢ a sinking,’’ is walking into a quicksand in which she
may soon sink overhead.

I earnestly beg you to study the other remedies which may
answer the purpose of alcohol, with no such dreadful risks ;
and to prescribe such instead ; thus doing away, in your own
case at least, the reproach justly cast upon your profession.

A physician lately said to me, ¢ We are more blamed in this
matter than we deserve, Women come to me at the hospital
and ask ¢ Please, sir, may 1 take a glass of beer? 1 seeno
especial reason for discontinuing it, and Irepy, ¢ Yes. you
may.' And they go straightway to their charitable friends and
beg money to buy the beer, and the porter, which, they say,
the doctor has ordered them to take !’ .

No doubt this is often done, but there is an easy remedy.
When asked such a question, reply, “ No ! drink ‘no beer, nor
porter, nor spirits, they are sure to do you harm, in one way
or another. Drink water ; noting purifies the blood like water.

'ake cocoa, coffee, or tea it you like, but for healthand strength
drink cold water.” .

Had this always been the advice given to women when sick,
hundreds and thousands now dying of drink, denouncing the
doctor who brought them to such a fearful death, would be
living—healthy, happy, and respectable.

When shall we cease to hear the despairing cry, It was the
doctor who first taught me to drink,.and now 1 cannot resist
the thirst ; I must die a drunkard !

And here there lies in the background another responsibility.
It is pretty well proved that children inherit the tastes and
tendencies of their parents, as well as their constitutions and
diseases, Idiocy, madness, and that still more terrible disease
the craving for stimulants, will be the frightful inheritance
which these unhappy women must bequeath to their children.

Shall this be so ? It is for you, our medical men, to reply.

t is you who possess the greatest power to reply. It is you
Who possess the greatest power to influence in matters of
health and diet. It lies in your power to decide the fate of
thousands of the women of England.—Helena Richardson, in
League Journal.

Sunny Rooms.—Every woman is wise enough and careful enough
1o secure for her house-plants every bitof available sunshine during
the cold winter months. Great care is taken to get a southern
®Xposure for them. Indeed, if one can secure no other than a north
Vindow for her plants she has too much_love for these unconscious
Inanimate things to keep them at all. She would rather leave them
out in the cold to die outright than linger out a martyr existence in
the shade. Folks need sunshine quite as much as plants do. Men
and women who have a fair degree of strength and use of their legs
€an get out into the world and get a glimpse of the sunshine now
and then, and if they choose to do so let them live in rooms with
only a northern aspect ; but, if it is possible, let us secure rooms
Inlo which every ray of sunshine that falls in winter may enter, for
the little babies who are shut up in the house, invalids who cannot
fave their rooms, and aged people who are too infirm to get out
“00rs.. Let us reflect for a moment that these classes of persons, if
’_elﬂ- in rooms with only north windows, will suffer just as much
2rom the absence of sunshine as green-growing plants would do in
h @ same rooms, and their sufferings is of account in proportion asa
‘_“mﬂn being is better than a geranium or a fuschia. Everybody
igﬂqws how a bright, sunny day in winter gladdens every one who
o Situated so as to enjoy it. Let us make some sacrifices if need be,
N order to give the feeble ones their measure of sunshine.

N .77"3' Memory of Old People—The extraordinary persistence of
.jg‘ ly impressions, wheq the mind seems almost to l}a\'e ceased to
llngtls't‘er new ones, is in qemarkable accordance with the law of
in l;‘lmog. It is a physiological fact that decline essentially consists
is ne dlmmutlo.n of the formative activity of the organism. Now it
ot When the brain is growing that a definite direction can be most

tongly and persistently given to its structure. Thus the habits of
(a°“8ht come to be formed, and those nerve tracks laid down which

$ the physiologist believes) constitutes the mechanism of association

by the time the brain has reached its maturity ; and the nutrition
of the organ continues to keep up the same mechanism in accordance
with the demands on its activity, so long as it is being called into
use, TFurther, during the entire period of vigorous manhood,
the brain, like the muscles, may be taking on some atditional growth,
cither as 2 whole or in special parts ; new tissue being developed
and kept up by the nutritive process, in accordance with the
modcs of action to which the organ is trained. And in this manner
a store of ¢ impressions >’ or traces is accumulated, which may be
brought within the sphere of consciousness, whenever the right
suggesting strings are touched. But as the nufritive activity dimi-
nishes, the ¢« waste " becomes more active than the renovation ;
and it would seem that while (to use a commercial analogy) * the
old established houses * keep their ground, those later firms whose
basis is less secure are the first to crumble away—the nutritive
activity, which yet suffices to maintain the original structure not
being capable of keeping the subsequent additions to it in working
order. This earlier degeneration of the later formed structures is
a general fact perfectly familiar to the physiologist.

A Chemical Analysis of Tears.—Modern men of science respect
nothing. Nothing is sacred in their eyes. We might perhaps forgive
the vivisector who flays a live animal, in order to ascertain at whal
rate pain travels from any given portion of a nerve to the centre of
sensation : but we cannot pardon those unfeeling scientists who are
ruthlessly unpoetising those portions of the human body which form
the principal part of the stock-in-trade of the novelist and poet. The
unimaginative wretches assure us that the heart is merely a pumyp,
and add that when we singof hearts of oak, we are merely enthusi-
astic about wooden pumps ; to fold the beloved to our heart is simply
to press her against a pump, and to say of a milkman that he is
warm-hearted, is only to affirm that his pump is never frozen. Till
now, however, those expressive and eloquent messengers of the heart
—tears, had ‘escaped the profanation of the men of science. A
continental savant has at length dared to make a chemical analysis
of those beautiful poetical machines. A tear, says science, is
merely a chemical combination of oxygen, hydrogen, azote, &c., so
that when we say ¢ the charming creature’'s face was bedewed
with tears” we really mean that her visage was moistencd by a
solution of oxygen, hydrogen, azote, and other chemical bodies too
numerous to mention. The savant above mentioned, to be certain
that his experiment was performed on a genuine tear, obtained one
from the eye of a brother savant. To make a man of science weep
may seem an impossibility ; but our ingenious savant did so hy
telling his brother savant that a rival of his had been clected a
member of a learned society to which Le was ambitious of belonging.
The ruse was most successful and the genuine tear at once oblained.
It is to be hoped that some learned society will give this pitiless
analyser a mission to the Nile, to study the tears of a crocadile, aml
that the monster will swallow him. It will not be too severe a
punishment for his attempt to lessen the little poetry that still
remains in life.

Book Received.

—Wide Awake for April gives three graceful contribulions to
Faster literature, ¢« The Easter Festival, by J. Newton DIerkins,
« A Love Lesson,” by Mrs. Burlen with an exquisite illustration,
and « A Story Retold,” a poem by Miss Poullson with two dainty
pictures. Elizabeth Stuart Phelps contributes one of her finest
poems, ‘“ At the Party,” finely illustrated by Miss Humphrey, Miss
Farman has a funny piece of verse entitled « Mamma’s Spring
Story,” accompanicd by a lovely morceau of a picture,

The long stories of the number are evidently designed to captivate
the boys. being ¢ The First Ilunt.”” by J. II. Woodbury, and « Thal
Night at Lower Eddy,” by G. M. 8. Horton of the N. Y. Tribune.
¢« Ljtile Spriggins’ Brother 7 will delight the smaller boys, and also
their little sisters, ¢ Quinnebasset Girls,” the serial hy Sophic
May deepens in interest, and ¢ Good for Noting Tolly, the hero of
Miss Farman's, serial, never so intleresting as now, promises to the
disappointment of thousands of readers, old and yound, to close his
adventures in the next number. The ¢ Fourth Adventure of Militiades
Peterkin Paul”’ In which he loses his dinner, is capital. Mrs, Helen
Tracy Myers gives a valuable paper relative to *¢ Sweeping the
Carpet,” which we commend to all house-keepers.

But the chief feature, to the little boys and girls all over the
country, subscribers and non-subscribers to WibE Awake, is the
article entitled ¢ The Society of Wide Awake Helpers.” This
Society arranged the Boston Dolls’ Fair last season, and in this
article their work for 1877, is laid out, with rules and prize-list,

Only $2.00 per annum, Ella Farman, Editor, D. Lothrop & Co.,
Publishers, Boston.
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ABSTRACT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH, 1877,

Or Tar-llouRLy METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS TAKEN A™ McGiLe CoLLeGE OBSERVATORY. HEIGHT ABOVE SEA LEvEL, 187 FEET.

THERMOMETER, * BAROMETER. +Mean Wixp., ¢ S"‘T(i';,?“[:b I
Pres- I%eﬁfﬁ% — * Rain and
Day. ; jsure of] : =8 e _Snow Day
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21 29.57) 37.8( 17.4] 20.4/(29.6401(30.033(29.238] .753| 1467 85.1 s. 18.8 110.0{ 10 | 10 Inapp. 2
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Barometer readings reduced to sea-level and temperature of 32° Fahr, + Pressure of vapor in inches mercury, + Humidity
relative saturation being 100.  Observed.

\

Mean temperature of month, 25.12. Mean of max. and min. temperature, 24.93. Greatest heat was 46.0 on the 30th and 31st; greatest
cold was 7.7 on the 18th,—giving a range of temperature for the month of 53.7 degrees. Greatest range of the thermometer in one day was
30.0, on the 14th ; least range was 3.8 degrees on the 27th, Mean range for the month was 14.52 degrees. Mean height of the barometer
was 20.9108. Highest reading was 30.397 on the 3ist ; lowest reading was 28.848, on the 29th—giving a range of 1.519 inches, Mean
elastic force of vapor in the atmosphere was equal to .11093 inches of mercury. Mean relative humidity was 75.91. Maximum relative
humidity was 100 on the 9th, 28th and 29th. Minimum relative humidity was 39, on the 17th. Mean velocity of the wind was 11.54 miles
per hour ; greatest mileage in one hour was 47, on the 9th. Greatest veelocity in gusts was 51 miles per hour on the 9th  Mean direction
of the wind, W. Mean of sky clouded was 66.9 per cent,

Rain fell on 8 days. Snow fell on 16 days. Rain or snow feil on 19 days. Total rainfall, 2,73 inches.

L O D Gy A Total s owfall 22.4 inches
fqual fo 2,31 in. water. Total precipitation in inches of water was 2.04,
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