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By the Rev. Dr. Stevenson, Convener of the |
Colonial Committee.

. I Joux, 111.2.~Beloved. now are ye sons of

God, and it doth not yet appear whatwe shall be ;

hut we g)ow that when he shall appear, we shall
be like Him ; for we shall see Him as Heis.

I ANIONG the works of God, all of them vast

and surpassing, there is, perhaps, when we

think of it, none more wonderful, than these |
ever active and and strangely discursive souls |
within us. Looking only, for the moment, at

the rapidity of its movements, is there, on the |
earth, nay, is there in the visible heavens
themselves, with their swift.y circling orbs,
anything that equals, or even approaches it
Jn this respect ? The transit of light, from
-oue place 1o another, however remote, is so
sudden, as in ordinary circumstances to seem
quite instantaneous, and we might suppose
that no sooner has the morning sun, at a dis-
tance of ninety-five miilions of miles fiom us,
risen above the horizon, than his rays are
stteaming over our fields and lighting up our
dwellings. It is not so, however, and means
have been found for surveying the path of
these rays, and calculating the raté at which
they traverse it; the result is that light darts
ur is projected at a velocity of two hundred
thousand miles in a second. This is almost
incomprehensible, and yet, great as is the
speed of light, it is not comparable to the ra-
mdity of thought. I wish to rise to the plan-
¢t Saturn, which, when nearest, is more than
eight hundred millions of miles away ; and in-
stantly I am there. I.desire to mount up to
the heaven of the fixed stars, so remotz as to

have set caleulation at defiance ; and the very !
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desire carries me instantly thither., I would
traverse the twelve great constellations of the
Zodiac ; the sun takes an entire year to pass
through them ; and I have accomplished the

journey, before I can utter the words to relate

1t.  Nor is the soul fatigued by these prodigi-
ous and rapid excursions. On its course,
there is nothing to resist or impedeit. Ifind
myself at my journey’s cnd, without having
had oceasion to describe the path; Ihave on-
Iy to wish it, and I am, by means of thought,
in heaven, without having quitted the earth.

Strangers to our attention, perhaps, such
things may be; but they are most fami.l~r to
our experience. For those busy, res''ess
thoughts of ours are for ever on the w ng.
From place to place,—from one subject to
another,—from past ages to present or tc fu-
ture, they fly with an unconstrained ard an
unconscious freedom. Nay, they di-regard
timeand spacealtogether; these have no more

relation to the movements of the s-ul, thanif
they did not exist at all; and alust i)aradise,
a crucified Redeemer, and an eternal rest in

heaven are togetheras present o the thoughts,
as if they had not been separated by long eras
of guilt, aud discipline, and misety. One
ordnance proves and illustrates all this, At
the table, you had Calvary before you, with
its bleeding Lamb ; then, as your mind wan-
dered away back, slong the fading line of
Christian promise, il the line was lostin the
obscure intimation of Eder. Now, the text
calls you to think of the present, of your rela-
tion to God, as His sons; aud it bids you al-
80, to enter the everlasting gates, and consid-
er what you shall be there. ~ Strange, that a
ceremonial of such rude simplicity should vet.
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by the thoughts which it suggests, span the ' communicants, who understood the magnitude
entire circle of time, and connect the glorious ' of the honour to which you were aspiring, and
end with a beginning, which was glorious too, felt yoar own unworthiness of it, but who ne.
but soon overclouded. And yet this virtueis | vertheless, confiding in the love of God, and
not in the ordinance itself, but in Him, God : the worthiness of ot Advocate, and the all-
manifest in the flesh, whose sacramental sym- sufficiency of Diviue grace, ventured, with a
bol itis; pnd He is the First and the Last ; trembling humility, to advance your claim, tn
the Alpha and Omega. the Beginuning and th2  be registered on earth and in heaven, among
End. Therefore it is, that even assubjects of the sons of God. You who have acted thus,
human thought, all things are gathered toge- ; have doubtless beant accepted, and are num.
ther in Christ. But the commemorative, or bered with his sons. Nor can vou be una-
retrospective part of our Christian Passover | ware of what this relationship implies. 1am

is already concluded; and it behoves us now,
as the beloved disciple in the text invites us,
to turn our thoughts to the now and the
hereafter of those who have solemnly and sin-

"not, therefore, to tell you what you do not
know, but to stir you up by way of remem.
brance.

And, without saying much of the origin of

cerely dedicated themselves to God. Now, this worship, or of the means by which it has
are ye the sons of God, and it doth not yet - heen secured for you, I cannot omit noticing
appear_what ve shall be, but we know that! that it is not a dignity vou were born to.  As

when He shall appear, ye shall be like Him ;
for ve shall see lim as He is.

Now are ye the sons of God. The title is
a noble one,—the noblest of all titleg: Dbut it
is that of & nobility which vou have this day
claimed as vour own. Whatever you may
have heretofore deemed of yourselves, or

the creatures of God, all men are, in one sense
his sons; but as his fallen and guilty crea-
tures, though he may still have towards you,
the large and open heart of a Father, yet vou
* have not towards him, the confiding and obe-
dient affectioas of children. He may continne
to love you tenderly as his offspring, nay, Ho

ractually does so, but what is that to thoss
liance or relationship, your conduct this day,as | who have strayed, as outcasts and prodigals,
communicants, has put an end to all ambigu- - far away from his hearth, and forfeited their
ity on the subject. Unless you be contented : inheritance as heirs of His glory. Andito
to believe and have it believed, that your wor-! what is it, that, as the children of a corrupt
ship at the Lord’s table was a piece of mere : yace you are born ?  Why, to the most deplo-
masquerading, or at tue best a spiritless form, i rable and desperate fortunes, to struggle and
then youmust be ready to admit that you ' disappointment, to sorrow, and suffering and
have served yourselves heirs to the dignity of | death, to the curse of the land, and the con-

wished others to deem of you, in point of al-

which the text speaks, and that with the most
solemn and stringent rites. Yesterday, I
might have addressed you as Christian breth-
ren, or as sinful and suffering mortals. But
to-day, you have yourselves furnished me with
the authority, on the strength of which I say,
“Now, are ye the sons of God.” If. in any
case, I am in error, then the error lies with
vou and not with me, for in speaking to you
by this style, I merely call vou what you had
first colled yourselves. Should there be,
therefore, among you, a single individual, who
after eating of the children's bread, would
shrink back from this title—* sous of God,”
let such an one look personally and seasona-
bly to it; for either his sacramental engage-
ment was a mere outward show—a sin of pre-
sumption to be deeply repented off, or, after
all, he 7s that which he shrinks from being
called. But I will neither mutilate my text,
nor despise the faithful among you, of the ad-
vantages which you may expect from a full
consideration of it,—for the sake of those, if
such there be, who are bold enough to come
up to the very aliar, and to claim the privi-
Jeges of adoption, while yet they are no sons

i demuation of hell. These, of proud man, are
i the natural inheritance. Of a truth, sinis a

hard t -sk-master; and there is a mighty fam-
“ine in the land over which it rules. “Sons of
i God. then, are all men by virtue of creation,
! but this worship, of which the text speaks, is
"not that of birth and of nature, with only
“misery for an inheritance. Here is the new
" worship of the repentant and returned prodi-
' gal, created again by the spirit, and through

the grace of God, living and acting in Christ,
‘recetved back by adoption to the home which

he had forsaken, with all its privileges. Itis

on account of the death of Christ, that which
" you have this day celebrated, that yon heve
“attained this high reintionship. He is the
i Kverlasting Tather, whose adoption of you as
. His children, and death in your room, and in-
 tercession on your behalf, have reclaimed you
"from sin, and restored you to God. He is
“the way ; for it is only through Him that you
- have access to Jehovah. Not, however, the
- highest Gad, even the Father is excluded from

this work ; for in 1is love, it has its source ;

and the way, Jesus, viz., sent and crucified is

a way of his devising and appointment. And

of God. Commending them to the mercy of ' he is still Ged over all, even in the work of
1im, whom they have thus grossly offended, | the sinner’s. 'T'o as many as receive his son,
and beseeching them for their own sakes, to - to them gives He power to become the sons
remember and repent. I shall for the rest ad- ! of God, even to them that believe. Andasin
dress myself to those of you who knew what | that parable, so still, the Father’s love is au
vou were doing when you tock your place as | teernal and unfathomed fountain of grace and
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fection. It is the Father who, when the,
yrodigal returns, runs forth with swelling
eart to meet him, who falls on his neck and
Lisses him.
i 1 have thus reminded yvou of o past, it'may
e of an old, but even hy «n unforgotten in-
adent in your spiritual lite, when you too were
recalled from your servitude under sin, and
adopted into the family of heaven,  ‘The tran-
dtion is a prodigious, and with some of vou,
may have been a tervible,~—one. Through
sorrow and remorse, through darkness and
the death-shade, must sinners travel 10 light,
for they have interposed these between them-
seives and ite snered sources, But you have
“surmounted the perils and borrors of the mid.
dle passage, md now are ve the sons of God,
the sons of His adoption as well as of His
pro-creation, of his complaceucy, no less than
of His invAluable love,~—sons of God, and if
_saus, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ.—sons, and because ye are sons,
therefore God hath sent forth the spirit of |
~adoption, a filial spirit, into your hearts,
whereby vou cry, Abba, Father. ‘To spesk
the Scriptures ; and what, let me ask you, is
all this.  None of you 2an tell me, fox nothing .
less than the actual experieuce of heaven shall
reveal, what it is to be a son of God. Stil},
as we muse, marvelling always, over those
simple, but most significant phrases, by which
the eloquent aposile strove to speak unniter-
able things, bright visivns will fleet upon our
mind, and play most alluringly betore our
hopes. In Gad to have a Faither, with all a
Father’s wffections, no more pursuing us as
wanderers, but resting on us apd rejoicing
over us, as the recovered and adopted chils
dred of 1is cwn hausebiold ; this is more than
10 have angels for our ministers, and all
worlds at our command. For if you will
think of it, there is nothing that, so absolute-
Iy as love, subjects one being to another, and
paternal love, as one of the strongest forms of
the affections, has this effect in a bre-eminent
degree, 'The Father's place is that of autho-
sity, but. the Father's Jove 1s higher than his
nlace, and it makes him the willing subjzct of
His child,  Arbitration, there must be, so as
to vield notbing that would be wrong or hurt-
ful'; but within the limit prescribed by iove,
itself, what is there that an affectionate Fa-
ther can withhold from a beloved amil well-
conditivned child, ¥ Shall he have auy real
and reasonable wunt, that he zan supply, un-
provided for ? any foreseen dangws undefens
ded ? apy sorrow unsympathised with? any |
rufling that admits of removal or abatement
unremedied ?  Assuredly not. On the con=,
trary, lle lives rather jor Ilis child than for
Himself, watching continually, and using eve.
1y exertion to secure its welfare and happi-
ress, His knowledge, His experience, His
Eu'.opert_v, 1lis labor, all are for 1fis children,
His son, though an urconscious and a helpless
infant, possesses them all more really than He
does Himself, In one word, the Father's af- |

ADJOINING PROVINCES. 46
fection makes Him the Servant. no less than
the Guardian of his family, and pledges. in
their behalf, the whole of His resourees, bo-
dily, mental and patrimonial.  And is it to he
thought that the style of Father, as assumerd
by God in relation to you his redeemed peo.
ple, is no more than a barren title ?  Sons ot
God, have vou a Fatler, who loves you not,
nor watches over your welfare, wor delights in
your prosperity and heappiness?  Supreme,
also, as an arbiter, I{e will not countenance
or humour vou in your waywardness, His
rightecous authority will still be exercised.
But in vour adoption, He has secured yonr
affection and obedience, so that although vou
will vet be required to be adonished and
chastened by a wholesome discipline, His
love can rest upon you without check or re-
straint.  And shall we say that it islessin it
self, or less liberal than that of an earthly pa-
1ent,  Nay, the mother may forget, but God
will not,—His mercey is great in the heavens.
e so loved the world in its alienation, as ta
give Iis awn son, in order that you might be
restored, as His sons. and shail He love you
less, now that ve are brought back, at the in-
calculable cost? e loves yoa with an ever-
lasting us weli as an infinite love, and even,
as in the case of a human father, this hound-
less affection of His secures for you the prac-
tical bewefit of Ilis resources, subjects omni-
potence iteelf, if T may say it with befitting
reverence, to vour reasonable will.  Look well
to vour condition the.i, as the sons o God.
Quuwardly, perbaps. it was gioomy and trou-
bled enough.  But it is your Father, who has
so appointed, because for you, that was the
most advantageous, And it is not the out-
ward man at all, but the spiritual only, that
can solve this question ; for, what avails it how
this sensible structure, this perishing husk of
humanity be disposed of or aceamadated, pro-
vided only that deathless spirit be secure ?
To the Iast it is that God has regard. It is
ihe olject of His adopting and paternal jove,
and for seeuring its eiernal well-being nothing
the highest God can do, will be left undene,
1 have said that to the reasonable wili and o
the necessities of the sons of God, love has
subjected omnipotence itself.  Will you deem
such langugge extravagant when von reflect
that it has aiready given vou a suffering and
dying Christ, an admonishing and besecching
spirit ; these to be enjoyed and relied on now,
and in prospect, amaranthine crowns of vie-
tory above. Nay, how can we speak toa
strongly, since it is God’s love to you that
ergages Him in your interests, so decply as
that he can refuse you nothing. As your ¥a-
ther, all 1is is yours, whether Baul or Apol-
los, or the workl, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come ; all are yours, and
ye ure Christ's and Christ i$ God's.  What,
then, shall distress, oy alarm, or disrourage
yon, since Christ is your Father ? You are
in the midst of dangers which vou see not nor
suspect—true; but why tyouble, sinee yauy
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Father is watching over your safety. e nei- | I have made known unto sou. Oi's-{
ther slumbers nor sleeps 5 trust Him, and let ! then, the order of this mutual confiden
vour weary spirits rest.  You are compassed | the family of Qur Great Father.  Chriy
whont with a great fight of afflictions, suffer- ' Son, by right of birth, and to you whoan
wg it may be, and it may be want is perpe- . adoption, Sons, also, He makes known
tually harassing vou : be it so, but still be Father's will.  "Thus it is, that the seere
patient, all things are yours, and you will the Lord is with them that fear Him, an
obtain them all when it is fitting that vou will monifest 1kis covenant unto them, \
should,  Gud, vour Futher, withbolds noth- you will not from all this, conclude tha
tng, the possession of which would not be mysteries of the unseen workil nre to e
presen Iy injuricus. You have heavy bereave-  apen to vou to your inspection, by visiow
ments, periaps, nay without a pethaps, for s revelation.  Your time {or that high priv
we have all an inereasing property ju graves, : has not yet come, for vou »re still far a
vet he not swallowed up of overmuch sorrow.  from your Father's hearth, uor have con
£iod i sour Father,—of Him you canunot e ed that education in holiness, w hich must;;
bereft. Yom have death to meet to-morrow, it pare you for an immediate intercourse
may be, suill, tremble not at the prospect, for the Divine Majest . 'These trembling hey
death is yours,  Your Father has conveyed it of yours would shrink back from the andie
to you i love, as a portion of the inlieritance.  of a voice, which is as the voice of a mu,
Alas, you have vourselves to mowrn over,and  of waters, and from the glories of the perse
that is the worst part of your disconsolation, presence, which is infinitely more resplend.
the sorest of vour troubles. A weak heart,a than that seen in Iis brightness. But Ys
bounding tempiations, negligence and imper-  Almighty Father has alveady opened up «
fection,—in devotion and duty weep overthese. communicated His mind to Ihis chikitren, -
There is no other grief so worthy of vour ilis Word., Thut contains His secret, o
tears. But never forget that, meatand many  unfolds His covenant, which Te has tay
as may be vour defects, still vou are the sone you to know.  And, no doubt, there isam
of Gad.  Aud your Father will notleave sou tery here too.  For this is an apen secret,”
a prey to sin, [le will not suffer you to be wen may read it; why, then, speak of ita
caught in tne snares of Satan.  Be humble, speeial display of confidence and tatherly 4
abase vourselves down to the very dust, for fection towards yon ?  Yes, hlessed be Gn
we all think too prondly of eurselves.  But - the Bible, like the world, for whose enlig
let Gad, our Father, ite exalted by our humi-  enment it was given, is an open secret.  Ther
liation, and let us trust kim the more, becanse  is no cloud of obseurity spread enviously ove
we distrust ourselves.  We must eitner o these pages which unfold the wisdom of G
softly and meekly always, or wtroubled and uad the power of God untv salvation. It
mourning oftens for it we will forget and ex- velation is there, to be seen aud read of a
alt ounrselves, fall we must, and fails alwaya , men, but is it so seen and read, or when ir
infer hurt and suffering.  Still, s sons of spected, is it urnderstood? Alas, over hor
God, He will help us to rise again, and set us : many hearts is there not still a veil, untaker
once more on the right path. Iis paternal - away. in the reading of the Gospel, as wella
solicitude will either defend us from danger, - of the Law. 'This 1s the veil of pre’ dice and
or extricate us from irs consequences. 'T'he . perverted affection, by which men’s eyes are
Lard Alinighty is our stremgth, we will trust t holden that they cannot see the truth in it
and not be afraid.  Who shall separate us i beauty. Accordingly, a further manifestation
from the iove of God ?  Tam persuaded,savs | is requisite, and to you, the Sous of God isit
the great Apostle in answer to such a questi- given. He that hath iy commandments, and
an, and his persuasions were indubitable veri-  keepeth them, says Our Lord, he itis that
ties—1I am persuaded that neither leath, uor  loveth Me, and he that loveth Me, shall be
lite, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow- : Joved of My Futher, and I will love him, and
ers, nar things present, nor things to come, : will manifest Myself tohim. You still appre-
shall be able to separate us from the love of * hend a difficalty, and so did some of the dis-
God, whici is in Christ Jesus, Our Lord. {ciples. For Judas, not Iscariot, inquired,
Buy still further, now are ve the sons of : Lord, how is it that ‘Thou will manifest ‘Thy-
Gud, and this velationsitip implies the nearest  self unto us, 2nd not unto the world ?  His
and most eonfidential intimaey.  Moses, veri- | eyes, tao, were still hoiden. But Jesus an-
Iy, says Panl, was faithful in all his house, a3 t swered, if a man love Me, he will keep My
a sergant, but Christ, as « son over His owa j words, and My Rather will love bim and we
luse ; whose house are we, if we hold fast | will come unto him, and make our abode with
the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope,  him, And the Comforter, who is the Holy
firm unto the end.  ‘the servaut must execute | Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
his Master's pleasure, but tiwe son is partaker | name, He shall teach you all things, and bring
of His Father's counsels.  Accordingly, Qur - all things to your remembrance, whatsoever |
Lord himself says » Heuceforth, Ieall you not ; have said unto you.
servants, for the servant knoweth not what{ Such then, is Qur Lord’s own account of
1is Lord doeth, but } have called vou friends : those paternal confidences towards you, His
tor all things that I have heardof My Father, . sons, by wiich you become partakeys of iz
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will and counsels, through which His secret |

is with you, and His covenant manifested unto
you.
cxaminatian, Observe, then, that they pre-

suppose in you, the spitit of \mrblup It is
when vou love Him, that God will come to
you. And how could it be otherwise? Does
n human father ever trust, ever cousuli, cver
open Lis Leart to a son, whois wilfullness and
obduracy, has no fiijal love, no puxe home af-
fections, \\lm, itmay be, is re'ld) to betray, as
he hates or despises his parent? No, my
dear brethren. Your child’s petuiancy or
vices may not root out your parental tender-
ness, and it ought not to do so, but it will as-
suredly shut it up in your own bosom. e,

the obdurate and rebellious, will have none of
it, and there may be Bitterness in hatving a
heart that 1s continually full of an unexpress.
ed and silent aflection, but there isa areater

bitterness in seeing the affection spurned and
outraged. God will not admit to His love
and confidence, those who, not loving 1im as

.lhcv require and will reward a closer .

101

it, and wrestle with it, for it will 1eward your
pains, being rick with divinest instiuction and
consolation, On the one side, you have the

_open heart of the Eternal Father, throbbing

sons, would abuse the confidence and contemn
the offection that prompted 1t.  But, again, it |

is impossible that God should manifest His
secret, that is Himself, to such as tn\e not
the spirit and temper of sons toward
Impossible, the word is strong ;
£0.

Him. ,
butitiseven
God is Himself love, and ho\\' can those .

who love H{im not, learn to understand Him.
Can you cisplay light aud color to the blind ? |

Can the rude mountain masses see the paint-
ed moon that hangs over them, like a mautie
of heaven’s embroicery ® Cau the dead praise

God? Even in human education, the scholar |
who loves his teacher, und whose heart thrills ;
at every tone of the instructing voice, will!

make redoubled progress. To love Guod. is
to love Him and His lessons both.

song, while He speaks to you in His Word,

You. His

hang on those lips fiom which grace flows, the |
melody of them enters your hearts, their spd- |
rit is kindled there ivto lite, the forms of truth .
which they couvey, are reproduced within

\ou. You Jearn to know them, not as things
of which vou have heard, but which you see
by their own divine light,
letter without, has its living image within.

and so the dead .

Learn this without loving God, nay, it is a,

folly to hope it. Sons you must be,
the” deep, reverent affections of children, be-
fore vou can either seek or obtain this love.

with

with paternal affection, and eager to dhchm"«
all its treasures of wisdom and gnmlm as, On
the other side, you have the heart also open,
though restricted a.d weak, of the devoted
san, thirsting for geater liberty and fullness,
The one is always searching out ar d disclos-
ing its emptivess and ervors, the other is al-
ways exlnhmn" its boundless e rfections,
The son in his helphmnm and igvotance is
continuallv erying Abba, Father.  Thatis his
prazer. lle hnows not what to usk as he
ought, he does not understand riginly hisown
necessities, nor shape them into words, Buat
he compresses all payer into these significant
words, Father, Tather, which tntimates at
once kis own love as a son, his coudiiviiee, his
submission and his desite. It is, Father, this
redemption by whicii Iam saved, is a Father's
warh, and eould spring fiom nothing but s
Father’s love s it is, Father, bave merey siill
upon me, fm Iamweak and darkened, lenvenot
thy son, it i+, Father, give me thy < If.—shew
e more ofth) heart, I know not whiit 1o ash.
therefore, Father, give me thyself, fur in thee 1
have all.  And thus, ve sans of Gud, ye grow
in grace, and in the knowledge of vour hl"h-
est Father.  Your own love of llnn. and vour
confidence of His love to you, give \vu free-
dom and boldness of access 1o Hlm. through
vour crucified Saviour, The sphitof wor-
ship within you, restrains you frum seeking
anything but what vou believe to be consistent
mth His will, and from asking even that oth-
erwise thon with a perfect submisei..n. WYou
know that yvou are heard, for a Father, in His
higher wisdom may lovingly refuse, but wiit
never be deaf, or indifferent to an wffectionate
child's prayer. Joy therefore to you,—uow
you have peace. Clean, loving sphiits are
within you, and though there be clouds mound
you, yvet God is above the clouds also,  And
God vour Father, can deny you voiking that
is consistent with vour welfare, He wili \!uh-
nold from you no good thing. His love tu
1ou is an iuexlmu.xlihlc acean, its streams ate
never spent, and it binds Him to vour intes-
ests. Skall I hide from Abraham, «aid He i

e
tiing which T do.  Nbrabam was His /2 end,

cand He would not conesa? from i fijend

But then, when you are sons, it is not, vou

will perceive, a mere verbal revelation of ‘the
Lord’s secret that is made to vou.
cret is no qmbbhn" riddle, which can be soiv-
ed by a word. Itis God Himself,itis Chvist |
Mimself who comes; they come by the Ioly .

!

Thut se-

the secret purpose which He meditated,  Ye
are I1is sons, nud shall He hide tromyou the
open secret of the Gospel, which iuvaives
dour eternity.  Nay, he will shine on vou Ly
His spirit, ﬂ(lll\lllll." vou to His confidence,
and ye shall be full of light. You shall ¢y

Spirit, and the truth which toid of them, is ] unto Him, thow art om Fother, our God, and
made manifest by their owa presence, abiding | the rock of our salvation, and He shall muke
in, and blessing unspeakably, the behe\'mﬂ , you higher than the Lings of the earth, lis

soul.

i merey will he keep for vou forevermore, and

This secret of the Lord, then, is a commu- ' His covenant shall stand fast with you.

nication by a JSather Yo a son, and, of love to
love.  Consider it, 1 Dleseech yeu,

i
“The ! your present state, loved, protected, instruct-

Now, then, ate ye the sons of God,—this is

thought i 1s a great one, doubtless.  But grasp lcd and admitted to His coufidence by your
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Everlasting Fuather. His adopted children,! God. Though ye have lien among the pots,
You are, but 1o more, vou are still far away * says the paalmist, yet shall ye be as the wings
frum your home in 1lia holy habitation. His ' of a duve covered with silver, and her fea.
fuce of heaming affection, you aee it not, His ' thers with yellow gold. As we have borne
necents of love; you hear them not.  Wander- ' the image of the earthly, says St Paul, we
ing in this distant land, you watk by faith. ' shall alxo bear the image of the heavenly,
But is it to he always thus? Nay, verily, I Surelv, here again, is a great myatery. Tole
will nat lenve you comfortless, said our Lord, ! like God, with His staiuless purity, His eter.
I will come again, and take you to?myself, that * nal peace, His garmert of light, His houndles:
where 1 am, there ye muy be aiso, ~And how ! love, this is an attainment worth dying: for.
<halt it be with you, when the weary wanderer ' But how is it to be attained? Now are ye the
«hull he welcomed home,and shall takehisplace sonsof God.  And if so, you must imitate the
on his paternal heart again, no more to go out * Father whom you love. ~ Your children imi-
thence 2 It doth not yet appenr, saya our tateyou. Nature may give them someresem.
text, what we shall be. It doth not yet ap- - hlance to your form and physical constitution
pear. and surely this is the truth.  Qur eves * but the affection which binds their hearts to
see not_into the hriziit eternity, where this * you, and makes them deserving of all that you
destination of vours i< hidden, and our hold- * do, that it is which mukes them like you in
st hopes realize no more than some faintand  habits and modes of thinking, and even, it
distant images of the eftulgent glory. Andif ' may be, to your grief, in vour defects and
it did not uppear to John, who saw so many ' vices. And shall your love to Gud, -as His
visions, how should itappeartous?  Yet He ' sons, have no such effect on your character!
does not speak absolutely, as if all vefore us ' In body, you cannot resemble Him who has
were utterly and unsearchably durk.  Some- : no body, being a pure spirit, except in 0 far
thig, though it be not much, is told of our ' only, as your features and outward actions
hereafter also. Enough does appear to sus- { may express the feelings and purposes of your
t+in and give piquancy to Christian hope, ‘ minds.  But surely, if you love Him, as His
enough to reveal that there is an abyss o’* sons should, you will learn, even here and
glory heyond, which we cannot now fathom, ¢ now, to prize what He esteems, to shun what
though not enough to fit us for compussing * He hates, to avoill what He forbids. If this
and surveying that happy land.  We read of ' would be so with the earthly, it must be much
un immortality that is incorruptible, undefil- + more so in the case of your heavenly Father.
‘dand unfading, of festive crowns, and golden  For a man may be wrong in his tastes, or in
harps, and songs of victory, of perennial * his pursuits, and the imitative child might
hloom, and day without night, of a glorious - only be copying the errors of a parent. But
city, and a throne eucircled with an emerald + God is always just and holy.  Your better rea-
rainhow, with armies of the redeemed hefore J son, therefore, will never come into collision
it. There are hints and pariial discoveries, ! with vour love, nor warn vou to heware of
which do appear, and yet, bright though they ¢ following an example, which though dear and
be, it doth not yet appear what we shall be, + respected, youn see to be misleading and dan-
Nay, more, ve shall ne equal unto the angels, | gerous.  Loving God, as His sous, you can-
ve shall be ever with the Lord, ve shall be! not but love every work and attribute of His,
kings and priests unto your Gud forever. i for these are the image, expressed in word or
And yet it doth not appear what ye shall be. ) action of His pereon. Your love will place
Fren these things themselves scarcely appear | Him before you, will fill vour souls with His
{n us, they are so dnzzling in their brightress, | graces of character, and then will become the
that we cannot Jook on them. If all,"there- : model on which you form your own. [sayit
fore, did appear, we could not see it. ! positively will be so, for you cannot help .,
But the text contains more than this mere- | if you wouid. The constitution of * your
Iv uegative stateme . Though it do not ye: | minds will carry youto imitate what “you
appear what we shail be, still, thus much we | love, as naturally and silesitly as your thirst
do know, that when e shall appear, we shall 1 will impel you to the lin: .d brook. ‘T'hereis
be like Mim. And whe i3t that is to ap- ! accordingly nothing servile ar degrading in
pear and communicate His likeness to us? this imitation. Havirg by grace been taught
Gud it is, that is spoken of in what precedes, | to love God, you will learn to resemble Him,
but whether the apostle meant God the Fa- 1 as unconsciously as vou come ta be like the
ther or G »d the Son, is among the things that * friends with whom-you habitually and confi-
do .t appear.  Nor to the significancy of the * dentially associate. And all this goes on,
wards, is it of montent, for it is God either j though it be not perfected. in the present
way, and if we be like the Son, we must be [‘world. Begotten again by God in conversi-
like the Father also, for the Son is the express | on, after His own image, you continue to tol-
image of the Father’s person. We shall be ! low hard after Him. and every effort you make
like Him. Sons of God, we shall belike God. | in devout and holy living, ergraves deep on
1+ is fitting that we should, for the child is al- | your souls, some feature of the Divine like-
ways expected to resemble the parent. But | ness. .
how should we miserable creatures, heé made! Now, thongh this he, bevond all question,
like to the glorious image of the non-created » the priuciple of-the process of transformation,
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to which the apostle refers in the text, still, | this likeness shall be, what shall be i.s glary,
obviously, he takes a much more limited view , its felicity, let heaven itself declare. 'Til' we
of its action. It is, aceordibg to him, when , can tell what God is, how should we be able
God shall appear, that we skall be like Him.  to tell what it is to be like Him. Butyou
Thus then, the case stands, A work of pro-, shall then be where He is, and as He is, His
gressive assimiiation to God, goes on during , omnipotence shall be your protection, you
the whole course of your sanctification. Even , shall reflect His glory, Ilis love ehall be your
as you become holier, you become liker, and , eternal rejoicing, His pence shull be yours.
more like to Ged. By each grace you ac- | You shall be able to receive all thut you can
uire, by each vice you throw off and aban- | desire, and His love will refuse you nothing
on, you approach so much nearer to the, then, that you are capable of receiving,
image of your heavenly Father. This course | Standing continually before Him, every urter-
begina with your conversion and adoption un- , ance of His will have its immediate response
to His famly. ‘There is, or there ought to be | in your bosams, every sentiment that gleams
no pause in it, till death shall have cited you forth from His countenance will be kindled
to His presence. But imperfection and error | up in your hearts. Love there will beget &
will still cling to you, and, till the very last,  more pertect likeness than the imitative
sou will find that there is yet much to be put | Church can produce, of one heait and ane
off, and much also to be put on. Saints die, mind, the iuhabitants of heaven, shall be
with errors and vices hound up in their char- | adorned with the same graces, shali shine with
acter, and with these, they pass into the im- | the same brightness of glory, shall concur in
mediate presence of God. If indeed, they ; the same thoughts, shall coalesce in the same
could see Him as He is, while they are yet in | songs, and they shall do so because they shall
this world it might be otherwise.” But’ they | be like their eternal Tather.
remain blind to their own defects, because; Wkhat remains then, ye sons of God, but
they are blind to the worth and the excellen- | that I congratulate you on the relation in
cies in some of their features, of their Fatner , which ye stand, and bid you rejoice over i,
in heaven, And not till they can see as they , yourselves, You may have scme grief and
are seen, and know as they are known, not that | heaviness now, as you wander onward. This
is, till He appear and be seen as He is, can  is a sad pilgrimage toyou, it may be; butyou
they put, so to speak, the last finishing , are going hume. Its trials may abounil, sti!l
touches to the portrait of Him whom they have it has its duties too, and these must not be
80 long been engraving on their own souls, | forgotten. Mourn, if you will and mus'. but
But when He shall appear, this deficiency will | there is no tinft now for idle sorrow, yeu must
be remedied. What His appearance shall be | be up and doing. 'There are so many vices of
—how bright, how majestic, how command. | character which you ought instantly to oblite-
ing, is one of the things which do not yet ap- | rate, there are so many graces whici you ought
pear. But itis plain” enough that you, the , forthwith to put ofi. It is God who invites
sons of God, who have been, through many j you to be partakers in the eternal festival of
vears of effort and of mingled fortunes, strug- | His own felicity, and if your aympathies be

gling to walk more and more perfectly in your
Father's footsteps, will the: be able to imitate
Him more exactly, because you shall see Him
moare perfectly. To those vho know Him not
atall, nor have ever endeavoured to be like
Him, the appearance of God, when He shall
cawe, must be tremendous and overwhelming.
‘They will hide themselves in the dens and
caves of the rocks, beseeching these to fall
upon them and hide them from a vision, the
glorious brightness of which absolutely con-
sumes them. But you, His sons, will not
shrink from the most resplendent manifesta-
tion of the Father whom you love. Loug
haveyou thirsted for a more perfect knowledge
of Him, you have followed after Him, and
though His coming in ‘the lightning of hea-
ven, and with His angelie train, eannot but
overawe you-also, still it wiil attract you at

the same time. And as you shall continue to.

gaze on His glory, and to unfold His charac-
ter, now displayed in His person before you,
the process of transformation to His likeness,
whicli had advanced so far on the earth, will
go on more rapidly than ever, towards its final
completion, and so, you shall be like your Fa-
, thef, for you shall see Hirfi ae He is. What

not with God, if you be not like Him, loving
what He loves, and hating what He hates,
His company can be no entertainment for you.
Now are ve the sons of God. You have said
it and sworn it, you have attested it by more
than an oath, See that henceforth, you re-
semble IIm whom you have so claimed as
vour Father.

o
Churchx Innovations.

i Suci is the subject which, since last As-
sembly, has been ng:tating the Parent Church.
The facts stand thus:—A Dr, Bisset, a ©* Mo-
derate of the Robertsonisn School,” and iate
Moderator of the General Assembly, iy his
retiring speech threw out some remurks with
a view to an alliance with some of the leading
religious bodies in Scotland. With the Free
Church, though in mar; things one, yet was
union, at the present time, obviously hope-
less. Next, with Episcopacy ; many of that
body might be gained over if we could alter
our forms and mode of worship to svit their
system. Then, for the sake of the gentry in
Scotland,.the Doctor proposed a conformity.
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Since that time, in the Synod of Aberdesn,
he has been speaking again wpon the subject,
and advocating innovation as in itself indiffer-
ent, but as tending to greater harmony be-
tween the Churches of Scotland and of En-
giand, On this last occasion, he was well
auswered by Dr. Pirie of Aberdeen, and it is
1o be regretred that publications that put forth
the one speech gave not the other.  Assured-
Iy it is Dr. Pivie’s that is on the side of eom-
won sense, Church order and public edificas
tion,  Stiil, that uncalled-for and unpresby- |
terian speech of the ex-Moderator has done |
harm. It has vexed the Church at home
with trifles, and it has m.de some of our de-
vaied peaple in this country enquire, © Is the |
Kirk 10 unite with Episcopaiians >’ Believ- .,
ing thut theve is nothing real in the ery for
conformity to Church of England forms, and
that any such conformity would be improper
and injurious to the simplicity of worship
that characterizes the Scotch Church, I would
bes Jeave to direct the attention of your read-
ers to these innovations and to their tenden-
ey
" First, What are these innovations 2 Chan-
ges of posture in worship, and the use of Jit-
urgical prayers, as is now carried out in Grey-
friar’s, Kdinburgh.  But if any want these in
full, let him go over 10 the Church of Iin-
gland.  They belong not to the Church of
Scotland, and where autenwpted, as in Dr.
Lees’, are only o bastard imitation,  “ Such
forms are in themselves indifferent)” we are
told by theiradvocates.  Then why intraduce
them? Common sense would teach not to
intrude novelties that are unealled-for, and
whick cannot fail te disturb the Church.  But
let us look a litile deeperinto the suhject, for
there is at present a strange desire, on the !
vart of Presbyterians of all denominations, to |
have organs, and to adopt changes, which, it
is certain, their fathers would have rejected.
Then. first of all, it may be asserted, that in-
novations of the hind referred to, instead of'y
heing a sign of iutellectual or of spirituali
progress. ave of the reverse.  For what is the |
characteristic of New ‘Testament worshin?,
It is simplicity and spirituality ; not the bur-
densome ceremonial of the Old Tostament, or |
the sensuous worship of the Jewish, Chureh, i

d im-,

which is, comparatively; a prinary an
pertect system, but worshipping, secording !
to its few and simple ordinances, tle Father
in spirit and in wuth. Then, which is the
more seriptural in form, “the Church of
Knox, which strips off all mere sensuous ele-
ments which are not comsnanded, or the
Church of England, which requires and em-
ploys these elements”?  The closer we come
to the spiritual and sincere, the less formal
and sensuous will our worship become ; where-
fore we cannot but hold Episcopacy and ail
ostentatious worship to be Jewish rather than
Christian—rudimental rather than proficient,
and partaking of the Old Testament spirit
rather than of the New. Accordingly, if we

i
1
1
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1
!
!
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adopt them, we go hack to burdensome forms
rather than forward to perfection.

Secondly. Wedose in power what we gain
in form by adopting any such change.

It is impossible to deny that, with a bur-
densome ritual, spirituality evaporates. Ju-
daism was a proof of it. Episcopacy is, also.
However the initiated may feel, a stranger
cannot divest himself of the idea that here is
a yoke which the neck cannot hear. One of
our people some time ago attended an Ln-
glish Church.  After many fruitless attempts
at devotion by postures and books and long
wearisome genuflexions and muliiplicity of
forms. without any spiritual food, she gave
vent to a long-drawn sigh at the close, and,
loud enough tebe heard, cried : # It isovernow,
the Lord be praised.” And are we to straiten
and starve our people by such forms, while
our own Church points to the living waters,
and calls on her children, without let or re-

| straint, to enter in and find pasture? The

minister that daes so is wofully deflcient in
spiritual truth, and gives his people a stone
for bread, and a serpent instead of a fish;
and if it be thus (as we, at least, hold) in pure
Lpiscopacy, then how much more in that
wongrel form put forth by some of our min-
isters in the cities at home! At any rate,
this will be found true: that increase in form
is ever accompanied by diminution in spirit-
uality ; and the man or men that begin with
liturgies, and adopt changes in posture, will,
soouner or later, decline in that power and in-
fluence which is the true glory of a Chureh,
and without which all ber organs and prayers
are but us sounding brass and a tinkling
eymbal.  Wherefore, if we value the spiritual
and wowerful in religion (now the kingdom of
God stands not in word, hut in power), we
will heware of imposing forms, or of maguify -

{ ing their importance,

Thirdly. The tendency of such forms is in-
jurious to Scottish minds. Vhat is the mo-
tive avowed to enforce a change? <« Tt will
gain over the gentry, and ally to the Churck
of England.” 'thatis seriously to be ques-
tioned. Scotch Xpiscopalians will naturally
prefer their own perfect system to any hy-
brid one, and have ulready chosen their posi-
tions and will a Reformed Church, for a
doubitful ehisnce, ubandon her advanced and
more spivitual system—ane, tog, procured for
her at the price of much blood—for a less
pure and edifying one? If she does, she
truckles greatly. (Why not rather urds
some of her own bye-laws, and oper the way
for the Free Church to yeturn?) Resides,
what will be the effect upon our own people ?
Abpy one that knows aught of .the Scottish
peasantry, may easily know, that with chants
and liturgies, ehe has rung the last knell of
her own popularity. No; she cannot conform
to Episcopacy and retain the common people.
They will nevey acquiesce in any such con-
formity. The Jennie Deas’ spirit is,yet rife
in them— their hatred to Prelacy too invete-
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rate to aliow any such thing; hesides, they

cun have their choics : they have got a Chureh

with forms, on the oné® hand, and Churches

without them, onthe sther.and why shuuld they |
longer patronize one that halts betw een two—

tco unmanly altogether to conform, and yet

false to her own light, vows and history ¥

Accordingly, it will be an ill day for the gen-

erality of the people of Scotdand, when D,

Bissets unseasonalle and unauthorized in-

novations have been adapted, Tt us hope’
aund pray that such spiritnal adubtery and ve-

trogression will he gpared the Chureh of our

fathers. Meanwhile, in this province, —wheve
at least'our people will not brook any such
forms, impose them who may,—our ministers
will do well to point their hearers to what sa-
tisfies and improves them in spiritual-mind-
eiduess, but not to direct them into any such
road as that’indicated by the erroncous tx.
Moderator.,

0

The late Simon MoKay.

Tse history of our Church in this eountis
4 about as long as the average daration of
human life, and, though brief, very eventfal.
‘The importance of this period is to be estima-
ted not by the namber of years, but by the
number and weightiness of the events. In
proportion to the number of persons faterest- .
ed, there are few Churches that have moe
reason to reinember this period. ‘Tnere hatve
been chequered vears of peace and war, of
ealm repose and violent agitation, of great
mistakes and noble efforts at reconstruction,
of conspicuous talent and medioere toil, sud-
den reactions and bewildering languishment.

When th:is century opened upon a few
Presbyterians burrowing here and there amid !
the alimost unbroken wilds of the eastern dis-
triets of this Province,—the vanguard of a
coming stream of emigrants,—there were few
Churches and few ministers, ‘The latter were,
with the exception of Mr. Munro of Antigo- .
uish, from the ranks of Scottish dissent. 'I'ne

piseries and discouragements of the hrave
ew who had the.courage to attempt the phy-
sical and spiritual -improvement of this wil-
derness, taught them to value religion fur
its own sake, and to dwell in peace, nleased
with each other’s felowship,~the Bible their
statute-bouk, and the forest their shrine.
By-and-bye, with prosperity and suceess cams
dissensions and bigotry, which ought to have
been thrown overboard to'the fish on the out-
ward voyage to this country, hatehed a horrid
brood of malice, misery and malevolence,—
enough to poison many generations.

'The unfurling of the okl blue banner of the
Church of Scotland, drew missionaries and
people to her standards, and our infant colo-

4 ADJOINING PROVINCES,

sotf
:
lot,—daya whercin the Clanch of Scoulandj}
wis il Toserful swarming sith people, min-1y
istere, Leentintes, literary men aned in iligh-
lands and Lowlande, and Discenters wore o
weak straggdng handful, and besee under toe
lahors of wen of stmadar talent and aceonr-
plishmen «. our Chinrels sour estended from
Cape Nodh to Dighy and Shelbune, The
emigration, lay awl elerical, was all in favor
of the Chaeh, and while tne rapidity of it
growta was almost fabulous, the whole vine-
sard was fuit to look upon as a feld, whiciey
the Lood bad blessed. Again, however,
srosperity: svwelled the heart with corraption
and the Church just on the point of being m-
dependent in edueational  machinery, aml
eversthing becoming a Chureh was severel
innge and exoltement, —a rare schism and
the parent of unmitigated evil.  Ninee thas
time onr destitution and our sufferings have

“tried our heurts, at one time sanguine wiia

expectation, und at anather sickened with
hope deterrad.

We view the death of our ol people, win
have witnensed all this, witn interest and 1e-
aret. Ltis the snappivg of o cord, that links
us with the past; the temoval of the liviog
mementoes of an  eventlul time.  Amon:e

‘thase one of the mosi characteristic was M.,

Simon McKay, who died after a short illness
last month. One could not be in his compa-
ny bat a few moments without discovertng
that e was & man of marked and originu
elements of character.  Long an elder and
especially o leading man in our past ecclesi-
astical history, his character could not fuil ta
he widely bnown, and it was known only to
be respected, ever by those of Gifferent senti-
ents. Few men are so poisoned with pre-

judice as not to like and ndmire an honest

and manly nature.  Governed by strong reli-
gious principles, and impressed with religicue
feclings, he exhibited none of that gloom
and sourness with which some endeavor to
make goud their claims to godliness. His
cheerfulness and onginality vendered him a
pleasant companion.  Hisspirituality did not
destroy the balanee of his character, or eurry
birn beyond the bounds of common serse
and human nature. e was sustained durir §
his briet but sharp sufferings by the grace
of that God who does not forsake his people
in o.d age. s widow and family have the
i consolation of knowing that their loss is his
, gain, and that he has exchanged a disease—
haunted tabernacle for a building of God, a
. house not made with hands, We mijght dis-
; pense with his eounsel, his aid or his labors ;
, but we can ill afford to losehis vivid recollec-
‘ tions, his bright face in the sanctuary, his
Mively turn of mind, his cheerful views of life
and his love of nature, giving us assurance
. that we had found a man as well as a Chris-
tian in our departed friend, Simon MeKay.

nial Zion sprung into separate being hetween |
forty and fifty years ago. These were differ- i ———— Q-

ent days from thase which have fallen to our !
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Tho Church of Scotland in Noval

Scotia.

T follawing letters have heen wiitten '

by Mr. MeKay since bis arrival in Scolland, |

~ud pullished in the Home and Fureiygn Jic-
ro.d. Their own merits, and their connec-
tien with hisimportant mission, will probably
r1ecommend them to the perasal of the readers
< f the Record :—

NO. 1.

IT is mast cheering to every member of the
Church of Scotland abrozd, 10 observe. from .
1he valuable information given in the ‘Lecord,
<o many manifestations of growing life and
progress in our church throughout various
ports of highly-favoured Scotland. Believ-
ine that this sympathy is strongly reciprocited
by our Church at home with respect to the
colonial field, and corbially embracing ti:e
cppartunity given to colonial correspondents, |
1 shall give a*summary statement of the past
and present condition, and thus 1he progiess,
of 1ke Chureh of Scotlaud within 1he bounds
aof the synod of Nova Seotia and Prince Fd-
ward Island.

Only eieven and a balf years ago, as the
result of the late “Disruption. ” there were
only four ministers of our Chureh in these
colonies, and of course, no presbytery and
synod. Now there are sixteen ministers,
threc presbyteries, and a syaod.

Ten years ago there were ten ministers.
Daring the lastien years the vumder of min- |
isters varied from ten to sixteen; now there,
are sixteen, one of these heving retired from
active service, and another has intimated’his’
intention 1o do so whenever a suitable suc-’
cessor takes his place.

During the iast ten vears eighteen churches
have been erected. ‘These, with one or two
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isters and people endeavoured to aid weaker
congregations rather than to increase the sa-
lary of individual ministers. .
During the last eight years we commenced
and supparted a ‘Missivnary Monthly Re-
cord,’ considering such a periudical necessary
to our existance as a church.  This occasioned
considerable labour and oatlay, inasmuch as
many of our people prefer the Gaelic lan-
guage.  Lately our worthy brethren of New,

" Brunswick synod have rendered us very ma-

terial assistance ; and we eonld wish that our
friends at home would also aid us hy sub-
seribing for our ¢Lecord,” which in past
vears, we considered not inferior ta any ‘Mis-
sionary Record’ of our Church. Viewed the-
oretically, to support such a ‘Recoad’ may
not appear as a fermidable task ; but letany
preshytery in Scotland, of ten or twelve min-
isters, undertake a stmilar perviodical, depend-
ing on the people for cirenlation and support,
and it will perhaps be found no easy 1ask.
Of Jate it bas been ably edited by a lay mem-
ber of our Church,

Within the past year we have subscribed
within the hounds of our synad, upwards of
£250, with the view of sending a missionary
to the heathen, and we shall ke prepared o
support one whenever a suitable missionary
can be found.

Duwing the last two and a Lalf years the
preshytery of Pictou has sent three deputa-
13uns 10 labeur, one or two months each tixe,
among our poople in Cape Breton, at some ex-
pense to the preshytery.

Last summer a committee, appointed by
our syuod, held conferences with a committee
of the Uuited Presbyterian body, and alsa
with leading memhers of the Legislature,
with the view of having Dalhousie College,
Halifax, re-established as a colonial universi-
1y, <uited 10 all denominations within the pro-
vince. 'We now have the prospect of this be-

exceptions, are finished, and are bandsome | ing satisfactorily accomplished, so as to afford
buildings. Twelve are seated for from 650 our Church equal advantages with larger
10 1200 the rest varying from 450 to 60O. ' bodies to receive a classical and literary edu-
All except’ng two or three, are almost entirely ' cation, with a fair representation of profes-
free of debl. Also old churches have been ' sors and governors or trustees in the univer-
repaired at considerable expense, “ty. And in order to have an equitable skare
During the last eight years nine manses ' ané interest in the Institution, we,intend to
were erected. These are commodious and com- ' make = vigorous effort next' summer to raise
fortable ; all finished but one.  These mauses, ' the sum suflicient to pay. ane of the professors
save one or two. have glebes attached. Al from the proceeds of that fund.
uns praperty, with the exception of two or' We have also beén supporting students in
three old churches, is deeded to the Church of ' Scotland and in_Canada at considersbie ex-
Scotland. pense for _the Jast 1en years. We have now
For some years most of our congregations ' about twelve students studying for the Church
received some aid from the Colonial Commit- ' in the Glasgow University and Queen’s Col-
tee, to enable them to support their respective ! lege, Canada, and four in Nova Scotia and
ministers. Now only one in active service ' Prinée Edward lsland preparing to enter the
reccives aid from the Church at home. 'The!setond class. next session. None of these
wealthier or rather the larger, congregations | will have completed their studies before the
have been contzibuting for some years to aid | end of two years; omy thiee or four before
the weaker congregations, in order to relieve !the expiration of from four to five years.
the Committee.  And yet the maximum sala-! * Meantime we require four Gaelic-speakiug
Ty, save in one justance, does not exceed £160, ' ministers _ancd two [nglish for the,pres-
with manse and glebe,  So anxious hdve min- | bytery of Pictou, one for presbytesy of Princo
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Fdward Island, and one for Truro, presbytery | areequal to what the best parts of Scotland
of Halifax. We are prepared, with a supple- are represented to have been in primitive
ment from the Colonial Commpittee, to provide | times. ‘Ihere is stillness everywhere on Sah-
for the support of ministers in these vacant  bath. Property and life is everywhere safe.
charges. * These, for the most part, comprise  Criminal cases occur only in a peiul of
organized congregativns, with comfortable  years. Jails are usually empty.

church accommodation. Within CapeBreton | 3 Le climate is verv healthy.
alone there are upwards of three thousand , je;qt equal to any other British colony.
adherents of our Church. .

It is at
A\ : ‘The
Many of these, frost is keen in winter, but is bracing, and

occupy the most beautiful districts of that
most beautiful and productive island. For
many years the greater proportion of
our people have wanted religious ordinan-
ces. No other Church in that colony hag
been so ill-provided with ordinances as the

, wanting that humid, chilling atmosphere so
prevalent in Scctland. A country obtaining
) first prizes for the best fruit in the * World’s
Exhibition” must have an agreeable and
desirable climate.

4. Nova Scotia is one of the oldest of the

members of the Church of Scotland; and yet
they have adhered to her, not from the force
of circimstances, but i the face of every
possible effort to alicnate their affections.
Should they never obtain what they most
fondly desire—ministers of the Gospel from :lwav
the Church of their fathers—many will never to raiways. . .

relinquish her standard. They are resolved . It is objected that ministers, during years
to die true to their vows. The flery triar, gone by, did nop receive that supportto “'lhwu
through which they, as well as the Church at, they were entled.  Granted.  1nhe colony
ho'ne,ghas been p:)tssing, has only served to, was new. OQur people are now m hetter cir-
entwine their affections the more firmly around , cttn}t:slanc_es, and more ]‘_‘;H“‘l"- é}-e 'l(«]'_humh'
her. 'Their want of stated religious ordinan- ; at home 1s now more hberal and willing to
ces has been owing td their devotion to the | aid us. Matters generally are changed for
Church of Scotland. Surely those sworn un- the better, and there isa growing improve-
der the,same banner wilt pardon their fond- ; ment, and suitable workmen would Insure
1ness. ' continued progress. While rejoicing to ob-

They are your countrymen—most loyai of | serve many marks of progress in highly-fa-
all lovalists to Church and State. 'They are , voured Seotland, we might confidently ask in
gour brethren, your kinsmen according to the ‘l what sectien of it, with vastly greater supply
flesh. ‘They are looking to you for the sup- of ministerial labours, can equal advancement
ply of those ordinances which some of them | be shown within the same period of years.
once shared in their native land in common It issaid that several ministers have lefi
with yourselves. Did not l(llle‘A}l)ostl:i Paul | lhis]ﬁe]d. Hz\v% noti m::ll;y n{;’rle left their first
take a primary interest, and feel a deeper  settletment in Scutland: hat notion or
longing ]for those of his own nation? Nay right is more generally asserted here, thau
more, was it not so with our Lord himself?, that people or ministers may at pleasure re-
Ought it ngt to bpc so with thuse made partak- | fuse tl)]r acc{;’lpl 2 If ;his is defensible here, why
ers of I{is Spirit? not allowable there?

Not a fewl, we trust, ate of'the same house-, It is thought that, when a licentiate goes tu
hold of faith. They look to you, who are of , the colonial field, there is an zud of the pros-
one faith, for the s:lupply ?f tlhe btem.}1 (;)f li;e. , bect of promotion at home. Ministers havo
{'an they be denied that food enjoined by the | gone to that fizld of labour who were appuin-
Great Shepherd to be supplied by His pastors : ed to professorships at home and :;g)roa(i.
and ;:;eop.lelic’i e ) 1o followi gther.;l have cl]m(rlges bin '.]hatdﬁeld who mighs

We would desire.to impress the following ; have been settled in Scotland.
considerations upon our readers :— It is also thought that whenever a minister

1. The colonists are willing to do what they | has gone abroad, the Church at home ceases
can for themselves in the support of the Gos- ; to take farther interest in him. e should
pel ordinances. There are not many of them , hope not; at any rate this ought not so to be.
in affluent circumstances, vet almost all are { We entertain the expectation that the day is
ahle and willing to contribute for their own  not far distant when in the Church, as in the
requirements, and also. to ald their weaker ; Civil Service, those who have gone abroau
neighbour congregations. Lo ,shall be taken by the hand as having done

2. The healthy moral condflﬁ{:n of 11(1:3 pgo}; . 13'm. the jeast service for the Church and for
vle in those districts occupied by our Church , the cause of religion.
renders them peculiarly d}csirablc as a field, It is considered that the salaries are low.
for ministerial labour. The inhabitants or ;Many in the Church in this favoured countss
their predecessors were all from Scotlaod. | live on less all their lifetime. Besides, it is
Nearly all belong to the church of Seotland, | not often taken into account that in ne colony
or to presbyterian families who originally | is “living™ cheaper than in Nova Scotia ; and
bel(mged‘ toit. ‘These Presbyterian districts . in no country will the clergyman meel wita

! British colonies, and the nearest to Britain—
only eight or ten day’s sail. Mails and good
roads are found almost everywhere. ¢ Cordu-
rvoy bridges,” so often spoken of here, are
things that have been ; these have given place
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more comfort in homes generally, 5o as so ren- | should the requisite supply be found. And,
der visiting not a burden but a pleasure. It is , besides, T would kindly say to them, in the
paradise compar~d with thescenes of misery in | first place, raise the stipend of your clergy,
many localities in other countries. who have laboured long and well, to the
I would not represent this field so as to in- | maximum. This, I know, they willdlo cheer-
sure ¢ “erything smooth without any obstucle | fully, if not over-.nuch burdened with the re-
or difficulty. 1 suppose it is divinely ordered | Quirements of their neighbours.
that no faithful herald of the Cross hut shall |
have to “endure hardness as a gnod soldier
of Christ Jesus.” Is it not so in Scotland? .
The servant must not expect to be greater The Synod of Nova Scotia in connection
than his Lord. with the Church of Scotland eamprehends our
‘The main censidération that I'would urge , beople within three provinces, each of which
is, there is abundant room for the cxercise | has a representative from the British Crown
of the best talents and most devoted piety. | to watch over British interests. And although
‘There need be no burying of talents there. : our congregations, under the control of the
They may be burtished and made shine with , Synod, are thus in some instances at a con-
the ennobiing prospect of obtaining many as |, siderable distance from the rest, yet our
crowns of righteousness for an et-rnal recom- | respective congregations are generally com-
pense.  Are there not some who will be mov- | pact. In the colony of Newfoundland we
ed bylove to Him who promises such re-, have an influential congregation. In that of
waras? Thereis nothing to lose—neither | Prince Edward's Island there are three flour-
health, means, nor labour. ‘There is not the | ishing congregations, and new <hurches in
endurance of hardship, nor loss of life as may | course of erection ; and besides these, there
be feared in heathen lands or hotter climes. | are three or four thousands who regard them-
Quite the contrary. ; selves of the Churcn of Scotland, but not un-
'I'ke strongest objectious that can be adyaan- | der the control of our Synod: these may,
ced : zainst that colonial field are these two : | probably, at no remote period, be applying
First, the excessive amount of labor required | to our Church for minisiers. In Nova Scotia,
of those in the field, owing to the lack of la- | proper, we have about twenty thousand most
bou "ers to meet pressing wants: this we are | devoted o the Church of Scotland. In Cape
most auxious to have remedied. Next, the , Breton, once an independent colony, but now
want of an interestin a “Widows’ and Or- | under the same government with Nova Seotia,
phans’ Fund,” such as is enjoved by ministers | there are three or four thousand adherents
in Scotland. ‘This may not be an objection ; of the Church of Scotland.  And yet, during
in the case of some ; and such as have secur- | the space of fifteen or sixteen years prior to
ed an interest in this fund could retain this | 1859, they had not seen the shadow ofa min-
privilege should they go abroad. ister of the Church, save a flying visit made to
We shall feel truly grateful to such as | some of them by one or two ministers. And
will help us in any way to procure the, by the last mail we are informed of a whole
1.ecessary supply for that interesting portion | congregation who had not seen a minister of
of the vineyard. Permit me to express the | our Church since 1843, now declare themselves
earnest and anxious hope, that there are many | all but unanimously for the Church of Scot-
Christian-hearted men and women in our land. This is but an instance of the reaction,
Church who will lend their ready and practi- | or rather the feeling, that has always existed
cal assistance, in response to the many ear- in favour of our Church, but becomes mani-
nest prayers that are being offered up by their | fest whenever they begin to entertain the ex-
breik:ren abroad for the supply of their neces- | pectation of being supplied by our Church
sary spiritual wants. I desire not to entertain | with Gospel ordinances.
the fear that I may have to return and report We could give many illustrations..of the
otherwi-¢ of the Church they have so long ) most extraordinary attachmeht of these pro-
loved and revered. ple to the parent Church. We have seen an
As an instance of the earnestness of our peo- | aged elder, who had not seen a minister of
ple in this mauter several zealous friends in ; his Church for about eighteen years, weep for
the county of Pictou, who have ministers of | joy that he once more saw one ere he must
their own—fearful lest I should not receive | close his ayes in: death. Indeed the senti-
the nrcessary assistance from the Colonial | ments of many, shile weeping they think of
Committee to pay missionaries’ passage-mo- | their Zion, are; %if.Ido n.ot remember thee,
ney—have, since I left, forwarded their obli- { my chief. joy, let my tongue cleave to the

No. 1IL

gations, authorizing me, if necessary, to draw
un them for the passage-money of at least one
or two. The Colonial Committee have most
cordially engaged to co-operate with us. And
I am well aware that these good friends will
have their hands ful: to meet their other en-
gagements for the support of those who.may
have to labour within the bounds of the synad,

roof.of my mouth.”
.-.One, deceased, who had not seen a minister
of his own Church for many years, willed lus
landed property equally between his only sis-
ter and * the Church of his fathers.” Simi-
lar instances of attachment might be stated.
Ought not, then, the Home Church serious-
ly inquire what can be done fer these thou-
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sands of their people? Surely no faithful:' tion seems never to have been felt to the
member of the Church of Scotland will say, same extent. The consequence is, that se -
by word or deed, that their souls should be eral ministers are now labouring jn other
allowed to.famish for Jack of spiritual food— churches, who, at the outset, had ali their
that their yearnings for the bread of life are to , sympathies with the Church of Scotiand.
be disregarded. The duty and responsibility , Whereas, had our people in Nova Scotia the
of providing them with the means of grace opportunities of a collggiate education during
must rest somewhere. Our devoted people  the past twenty or thirty years, they would
in Nova Scotia have undertaken as much as have ample supplies for themselves in bith
they can well accomplish. The ministers languages, and could now 1epay the Church,
there have more work than they can well un- . at home double for the measure received.
dertake.  Already we are nearly exhausted,, We have had, and still have, the materials of
ministering to our own extensive charges, .such as would regard the Church the highest
besides having to give stated. supplies to va-, and noblesfobject of ambition. And, more-
cant congregations. Deploring the neglected , over, had our people there the necessary sup-~
condition of these people, our Church in, ply of ministers in all times. they would now
Nova Scotia feltit our duty to make known embrace an independent Church of ten times
their clamant wants to the Church. To our, her existing numbers.
Church in this country—satiated with Gospel, I would most respectfully, yet most earn-
ordinances—they must look and do look. . estly, press these considerations on the parent
Iere they bave had their desires implanted Church. Can she allow the branches to pine
and cherished. From this conntry most have ,and wither and drop off, one after another,
gone in indigent circumstances. By industry | without injuring the beauty of the whole
many in older settlements have acquired a,tree? Can the roots and stock be regarded
competency. Mahy more of the later im- : in a healthy condition if the branches are
migrauts are not able to support the ministry | disregarded? 'We submit it to the piety and
for themselves. To whom, then, should they |, wisdom of every true member of our Church
look but to the Church at home, who have, whether it is not your sacred duty to take
bread enongh and to spare. Can the parent , not merely a passing glance at the needy and
Church lend a deaf ear to their urgent wants? . attached children abroad, but to follow them
Can the mother refuse to hear tie cry of her ; with your earnest solicitude, until you know
children? Then their cry must ascend to hea- | that they are well and sufficiently supplied
ven againsc the Church of their cherished with religious ordinances?
hiopes and fond desires. Rather may our be-,  For our immediate wants we have the pro-
loved Church secure the double blessing that , spect of securing the services of three Eng-
enriches the needy, and is returned seveafold | lish-speaking licentiates, of ability and, we
into her own bosom. s trust, of excellency of character.” We still
While there is much cause for thgukfulness | want Gaelic preachers. As yet we have not
that many of our nobls-hearted "people at, the assurance of any. Dsen amid this seem-
home Lave taken much interest in their colo- | ing dearth, is it not wise to learn thatitis
nial brethren, we are persuaded that this in. , better to give than te_receive? Could not
terest and sympathy have not been so genvral  two or three of the MHighland presbyteries
as should be expected. We think that more ; Shaie one each of their number, for a twelve
might and ought to have been done, than, month, to minister to fkeir own neglected
litherto, to manifest continued interest, botb , people? For many of these peopie were
in ministers and people, who go to the colo- , once of their fold, or in their parishes; and
vial field. How does it happen that our pa- ; not a few of these ministers have relatives in
rent Church, notwithstanding her weil-equip- , the colonies destitute of Gospel ordinances.
ped universities and divinitiy halls, never cs- ; Ought not, then, love of country, love of kin-
tablished similar institutions for the benefit of | dred, love of duty, natural love, and, above
her many thousands who went to the colonies ? | all, love to Christ and His people, one and
Ttis true that one has been established in | all combine to urge the claims of these people
Canadla, bnt not until onr people there ac-;on your attention? Should these clauns be
quired_strength and means to make the ef- | disregarded, every argument of ours were
fort. Ilow does it happen that other denom- | fruitless. Does not the great Shepherd de-
inations—that even sections, who have separ- | clare that the character of the good Shepherd
ated themselves from the Scotch Chutch there, , is to look after the flock, not merely within
have been provided. with men and meaus to | the fold, but more especially when they have
traln up a native ministry for their people?— | gone away, and would gladly recognise the
that the Scottish Church, too felt the duty of | voice of the good Shepherd > Might not the
providing an institution for the heathen in | practical carrying out cf this purt of our $a-
India, but cid not feel the moral obligation | viour’s teaching, and that of his ccnstituted
of making similar provision for their expatsi- | teachers, prove imvigorating to your own
ated countrymen? Surely theic breliren, oculs, and briig down abundant blessings on
“seattered abroad,” had, Ly tii: ties of natare | those within yoar own chaige?  Let the pa-

aud of grace, no seconda'y clumson your re-
garc and generous effort? But this obliga-

rent Chueel, wit oae heat, combice to syp-
! ply the present need of the colonists, and we
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promise, with God’s help. that you shall be!
repaid an hundredfold,  Soon we may repay |
vou with zealous labourers for the home viae- |
vard, and for the world mission.  MHear the
entreaties, and be moved by the prayers of
yaour peaple abroad, and God shall assuredhy
pour down double effusions of s Spirnt
Refuse while you have men and meane, that
can he spared, and we would not predict the
result.

It ought not to be regarded a mere ‘ques. |
tion of money with the home Church. ilad
vou sent your wealthiest, your most indepen-
dent members to the colonies, and men, too
trained to contribute liberally fot the support
of the Gospel, then compensation might, with
appatent plausibility, be a primary consid-
eration. But this, you know, hasnot been
the case. Both these must be acquired in
their adopted country. And how can the
willing heart be frund without the Gospel?,
Is it not, then, the duty of the home Church, |

|

with ample resources, to say, in cases of con-

cplyafelt wans, and then eondemning Lue.,

" hirelings,”  “loaves-and - fishes - hunters.’)

TUE HURCH OF SCOTLAND

should be the case, wgues in him, great £
or great hypoerisy. Urue, if gouwonly v
vour cleryvman 39 doliars a year, they w-
not disappear : there will be as mauy of
cloth as ever, but then as Dr. Mason, of &
Yors putit, @ they will be fifty-dollar nsei.,
2\ missionary, casting in his lot with a he
then people, does not look for money fto.
them, They do uut see the use of hiev; o

rmay take himselt off, as seon as he lists, f.

aughe they care; ina word, he conscious.
sactifices himself for them.  St. Columba b,
to do that fur our forefathers: Gardiner aa
Williams have dove that, in our day, for I
tazonian savages. DBut to hear Christian e,
aud women calling out for clergymen to suy

to a genteel starvation is ludicrously inconsi-
tent. Still more selfish is it to call thex

“traitors,” when in any way they protest again.
such ivjustice.  ‘Thus, it a minister, with «.
income of £100 per annum, is called to ane

tinued need, “we must provide the means, ther congregation equally nuamerous, an,
and the Gospeltoo, to those who have neither?” | where he wili receive £200, many of his pe--
Ifitisa felt duty to make provision for the | ple would brand him as worldly, if he aceep:
comparative few in every glenand hill-side in | ed the call, and yet these same people wou.:
this land, ought not the vast numbers in dis- | button up their pockets, if they were asked t-
tant shores be cared for, at least for a brief | cohtribute £5 instead of £2, to the stipend
period of yéars?® ‘That is, those Christian people think nothing
While we thus plead, we would not he re- ! of asking their minister to sacrifice Ll
garded as seeking a favour so much as point- | where they wiil not give £3. Oh'! itis cavy
ing out a clear, urgent dnty. In directing at- | o be virtuous by proxy, to be pious at otiw:
tention to our neeay countrymen, we are not: people’s expense, to lay down the law for ot
doing our work so much asveurs. They ave | ers sitting in vour own easy chair. Wne
your people.  Crossing an ocean, any more | young men at the Uuiversities see what v
than crossing a river, does not disinherit in | real state of the case is, they say, ¢ We w..
the Christian’s estimation. ‘They have left | not be partsers in such spiritual mendacity.
your shores in want. ‘Their destitutionis not | we woulg willingly sacrifice ourselves for t:-
so much their fault as yours. Their need | good of others, but we will not sacrifice our-
ought to have been known and supplied. 1 selves on hehalf of, and to excuse the mea:-
We would urge the Jesson with divine autho- i ness and hypocrisy of others; we will becor:
vity: “Charge them that are rich”—in tem- | literary men, professors, doctors, lawyers.
poral and spiritual riches—*that they do!<searnan Lonest wage for honest work.’

Is-
zood, that they be rich in good works, ready | deed the greatest marve! of all thinking me:.

to distribute, willing to communicate.” is that =0 much talent goes to the service o

the sanctuary. It speaks a zeal for the Church

o— and a genuineness of religious feelingin youny
men, for which we cannot be too grateful
Stipends. Here are some pithy remarks on the subject.

«Ip is not the flock, but the fleece, that,
they care for,” remarked Mrs. Grundy, when

taken from 2 hook just publighed, eailed -+ Aa
Oll Man's Thoughts about Many Things
» The ancient, evidently an Englishman, writes

she was informed that two more of the minis-
ters of her native Presbytery were meditating |
"¢ a flitting.” It is indeed very sad that shep-
herds should ever require any of the fleece.
Better surely that the sheep should wear eve-
vy flock of it through the sweltering summer,
tn the marifest improvement of health and
apnearance, and that the shepherds should go
naked, except when an Egyptian or a wild
beast could be spoiled. )
Can you have in any cruntry, a talented,

“We often read of what is called spiritual desd
titution, which means the want of persons ir
patticular places ; but is this destitution cur-
ed by adding a respectable man and & minis-
ter to the number of the destitute ? People
should stop building churches, and begin witi
improving stipends. *More churches have been
built since I was born, than in all time betore,
and the clergy have waxed greatly in number,
withont waxing in comfort.  If a new Churc..
is built, and the person is sufficiently provid-

well-educated ministry, when noadequate pro-, ed, that is all well; if you do notat the sam:

vision is made for its sapport? No, certain- | time cali into existence a £30 curate to hel,

ly not ; and for any man to maryel that such | him. Let us hear no more of the want of eu
~

&

4
3



IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINXING PROVINCES,

rates. Itisthe wantsof curates that we should
first supply.”

Well, have vou read the above ? * Yes,’ you
answer, ‘and it is quite true.’ Well, then,
don’t you be satisiied with confessing that
with your mouth. At once increase your own
subscription to your minister's stipeuds ; pay
it more regularly ; and get your neighbors to
do likewise. Read the Epistle of St. James,
and profit by it; for it is no epistle of straw,
as Luther once rashly called®it, but one that
looks to the wheat.

Or———

To the Lditor of the ** Monthly Record.'”

My DEar Sin,—

What from criticism and palemices, our lit-
tle Jecord is getting on bravely. In my
opinion, there is nothing like a fresh brecze
for the run of a perindical. I hate stagna-
tion and humdrum.  Let us, thereforg, raise
the wind occasionally, and put-the mettle of
our graod pilot to anenjoyable test.  Nothing
is sure to succeed, either in love or journal-
ism, without some by-plays « f poiting, and
such like amiable eccentricities,
becomes all forces, literary, as well as milita-
1. Anlient tournaments were an excellent
prelude to real war, as an exercise of dexteri-
1y, in the use of arms in times of peace, and
modern sham-fights serve the same laudable
purpose, at less hazard tothe lives of the lieges.
These ebullitions of prowess, however, must
not recur too often.  Admirable for purposes
of ventition, as I take them to be, they must
he wisely controlled, lest the martial spirit
should expire in vain squaring, or beating the
air. :

I am unable, myself, either to raise o1 allay
a storm, far less to enter into the lists, being,
if Phrenology is true, of a poetical turn of
mind, and therefore disposed to the placid en-
joyment of uature, among the greenwods,
stones, and running brooks. I like a breeze,

A field-day

1nr

y makes a number of suggestions, with a view
, to greater cfficieney, which, as t!\e)' are equal-
-y applicable to us,we shall succinelly embody
"tor the benefit of our readers, and especially
_those who are ckarged with the management
~of our Church aftuirs in Nova Scotia.
. L—Tnereased spirituality and activity on
y the part of hitk-sessious, .l':’ului should net

merely sit in session, assist at communions,

ard on Sabbath, collcet the offerings of the
{ people, but purify and devate the discipline

of the congregation, amd study the spiritual
{ improvement of the members.

. 2.~—The Insiitution ef Deacon’s Courts.
{ Here the writer quotes a passage from “ Par-
! davan’s Coliections,” shewing that, the oflice
i of Deacon, being of Divine institution, should
{ on no account be discontinued.  Such courts
I would take charge of all temporalities, and
| while removing nany embarassments, lea\"c
! ministers and elders less encumbered in their
{ more spiritual duties.

3.—A rigid auendance of members of Pres-

i byteries, lay and clerical, at }hc meetings of
| these courts, and remaining till the business
i of the sederunt is conciuded.
4.—The business of the Preshyterv should
. be not only routine, but particularly the con-
i sideration of such plans, as might conduce to
the growth of true religion, uml‘Special care,
in fostering the growth of mission stations
within their bounds.

5.— It is suggested that Presbyteries should
hold their meetings in three or four places, in-
stead of one, and that, on these occasions, di-
vine service should be pubiicly conducted by
the Moderator, or a member appointed to the
duty.  An interest would be incited, and the
inflnence of the court would be more widely
diffused. 'he people would be taught to feel
that the Preshytery was their concern.

6.—The appointment, by Presbyteries, of
! deputations of their members, to hold annual
| missionary meetings in the various congrega-
i tions, at which the ciaims of the different
| schemes might be advoeated.

too, as I said, for the sahe of progress, anc y " T s . .
b : PORICSS, llq" 7.—Stated presbyterial visitations, as the

perhaps a suff Nor'wester, when I am sure of

my ship, and Palinurus, and thus I sing
RU; ) ' ]

* Give her iail, give her sail, steady her wale,
Give her sail, while she can sit;
She has weathered wmuany a gale,
Amd shall weather many yet.”

I am, &e.,
Si1G6Ma.

o

Suggestions for the Improved Work-
ing of Presbyterial Church,
Government.

| Church law enjoins. It seems absurd that a
Presbytery should ordain 2 man to a charge,
; and never afterwards visit the scene of hisla-
| bors. Instead of Presbyterianism, this is just
Congregationalism.
[T S
8.-—A rigid attendance of members of Synod

" 1at the diets of that court, and a faithful exe-

j cution of its decrees. L
Such would be a Presbyterian Chureh, if it
l were realized—the most. perfect system of
, Church order ever coneeived, because meost
; nearly resembling the Seripturul model. In
 the position of our small Church in Nova Sco-
tia, there is aléud call upon us to attempt

A JUDICIOUS WRITER, in some late number ; something of this kind. Some self-denial

of the Presbyterian, above the signature of | would be required, but when was it otherwise,
Geneva comments upon the present state of | when 2 solemn duty was to be discharged.
our Church in Canada, complaining of a want | Under such oyperations, as we sketched ant
of energy, in extending the machinery of the . above, -gur preseat difficulties would melt
Church:to meet the warits of the people, and | away, as'spow before the sun,

o v A
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AMr. McKay’s Mission and the result,

Tris long since the Nlccord has heen the
medium of mabing known to the people such
cheering intelligence as we have now to com-
munieate. It mmst delisht our friends to
hear, that we have now the almost certain
prospect of seeing no lesy than six ordained
missjoaries arvive "on this  ficdd in a few
weeks, As it is likely that two af these are
lie preachers, their advent to this country,
if it please God to conduct them safely to
these shores, will be o gratification and, we
trust, 2 blessing to thousands of our adher-
ents.  Should these expectations be realized, |
it will afford matt.r of deep thankfulness to ;
the Giver ot all good, who has heard the
prayersof his people, cheer tha drooping hearts
of affectionate and devoted friends, and be
viewed with satisfaction by all who desire the
advancemet of enlightened piety in the land.

Ji is generally known that some three|
months ago our friend and Ubrother Mr. Aec-
Kay was sent home by the Presbytery of Pie- ,
tou as 2 delegate to the Colonial Comuwiitee
and the Mother Church, not to solicit money,
but to make arrangements for the supply of
our vacant places. The presbytery having
heen constrained by the earnest and repeazed
solicitation of our adherents in Cape Breton
to pay some attention to that interesting and
important part o the country, and some of
their vacant congregations needing supplies,
were emhan.xssul by the the demands made |
upon them for missionary duty, Correspon- |
dence with the Colonial Committee had led
to the conviction that they were not fully cog- |
nisant of our position here or had in so.nel
way been misled and consequently that, with- | |
out additional anu special action, they weuld
not assist us in our need to such an extent as
our past experience would lead us to expect ;
provided oar position were understood. For
these reasons Mr. McKay was with his own
consent appointed to 3o to Scotland as a dele- |
gate, for the purpose of properly representing |
our situation to the Colonial Committee, and |
soliciting the appointment of five or six mis-
sionaries to be sought out and selected by
bimself. That gentleman’s well-known zeal,
indefatigable determination and winning man-
ners pointed him out as the proper person to
andertake a task requiring much patience and
address and involving labor.

|
|
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Mr. MceKay found, afier faiviy stat,
case and removing some misappreie, o
from the minds of members of the Comny -
as to our wants, that they were, as they
alwavs been, wiiiing to assist us to the o
of their ability. The readiness with v,
they entered into his proposals has faid n. ..
der a fresh debt of gratitude to thess 1.
friepds.
salaries of six missionaries for one year, o
also pay the expenses of their passage to m}
field of labor; provided, as was offered, sy
tire Chwreh in Nova Scotia would eithey .

»
I h‘)‘ eonsented to gll']l'illlll‘(} il

- these salaries on this side and thus relieve s

Church at home or refund the money dire .
to the Commitice. When it is econcide-
that, to solicit licentiates to come to a stra:z
country without such a guarantee woull
almost useless, and when also the ex pense

sending out six missionaries is considered, ;.

{may perceive the extent of our obligation-

the Moather Church in this matter. Tne

{are few schemes of the Church of Seotlan!

whidh havedoue more zood than the Colon;
scheme, which thus holds out a helping haw
to poor and strngeling colouists in differe.
and widely scattered portions of the gres
British empire. Long may it flourish in
fective operaiion, and be a blessing to 4
world !

Our delegate having entered upon the du.

ties of his mission met, as might be expect..!

with many discomagements. He addreseed
the students at three of the universities, il
would have done the same at the whole four,
but fer the occurrence of the Christmas bl
days, when he was at Glasgow. Where m..
apprehensions existed he endeavoured to 1
move them and give all necessary informa
tion, and the result shews that he has suc.
ceeded in awskening an interds<in cur Chareh
here in the minds nf many'in Scotland. He
corresponded with parties ata distance and,
from what he says, we should imagine that
his correspondence during three months would
form agood sized volume, Frequently, when
ou the point of succeedmo,'he was metewith
a decifature and his hopes blasted. ‘The
difficulties of securing Gealic preachers was

especially great.  Owing to the state of the
Highlands, there is a serious want of Grlic
preachers even for the home-parishes, and
hence the Church cannot be espected to assist
as largely ir: one respect very essentml for us.

’

|
i
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Mr. McKay's perseverance has triumphed
over every obstacle in this matter, also, and
certainly one or probably two Geelic speaking
areachers have been sccured for this Pro-
vinee,

This mission has established clearly one or
wo important facts.  Furst: That, if we will
only be true to ourselves, we can always rely

Jend particularly of our old friends, the mem-
ters of the Colonial Committee.  Secondly :
that, for a supp'y of Giclie ministers we must
luok to ourselves, and instantly set about ei-
ther establishing a seminary of learning which
may meet our warts or extend more widely
ke operations of the Young Men’s Scheme.
Thirdly : That provided the prospect of a
sufficienst maintenance can be held out,
may rely upon getting from the Church at
home a tolerable supply of English preach-

cruel and sinful to ask any man to leave his
vative country for Nova Scotia, when so many
wrge and influential colonies are calling for
missionaaries. .

acant congregations must understand, that
2l this has been accomplished by the presby-
wry having come under very grave o!liga-
tons of a monetary desceription.

aie year 1s £150 sterling,  Lemving out of
consideration at present the passage money,
@il be 1he business of the Church htre to
we that these gentlemen are appointed to
places that will appreciate their services suf-
fiently to pay honorably what they promise.

It is not expectad, however, that the places
now vacant, namely, Pogwash, River John,
¥eLennan’s” Mountain, and  St. Mary’s Bar-
ney’s River and Lochaber, Georgetown aud
§t. Peter’s Road, and Truro shall be able for
swme time to make up the full salary of these
missionaries. The question is then: how is
this to be done? And, how are we to keep
faithawith the Commiittee and by keeping faith

only fountain of spiritual supply, vreserve the
Church from future desolation? Let us fail
i this particular and we can scarcely ever re-
establish our credit with the Mother Church
or recover our character for honor and consis.
teney.  We answer, by means of the Home
\ilssmmry Association of Ilalifax, and the

NOVA SCOTIA AND THE

upon the assistance of the Mother Church

we '

ers. Without such a prospect it would be .

All our people and especially those of “our !

The salary |
. . |
smaranteed to each of these wissionaiies for

with the Colonial Committee, at present our |

“w
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| Lay Association of Pictou. If the 2300
families of the Church, as given in the statis-
tics, exclusive of those who made no returns
and large missionary districts not aceounted
for in these imperfeet tables, were to pay an-
nually one hall dollar a-piece,
average is almost nothing, the result would
be about £300, a sum which would ampiy
meet all deficiencies, and maintain the effici-
ency of our Charch for years to come, in a
way, that would bz a pride and satisfaction to
us all, and « cause of deep thankfulness to
the disposer of ali hearts. Until so much as
this, at least, is done, the people of Nova Sco-
tia have no right to solicit an educated clergy
like those of the Church of Scotland to settle
among them. Whatever may be done, it is
clear, that our obligations are at this moment
as serious as they arerighteous and, while the
call to duty is uigent, we trust their obliga-
tions are thoroughly understood and admitred
by the people.

Our Chureh courts will probably make ar-
rangements at once for the scttlement of the
clergvinen, who are about to arrive.  Trom
the mainer in which they have been sought
out and from the terms in which they are
spoken of, it may confidently be anticipated,
that they will be a great acquisition to the
ranks « £ cur clergy and that their labors, if it
please God, will be a great blesdng 1o the
. people.  The duty of holding mectings with
| the people in the varicus vacant stations, set-
i tiing clergvmen or arranging their sphere of
\ labor, receiving satisfuctory guarantees for the
payment of what is promised, bringing the
claims of the llome Missionary and Lay As-
sociatians hefore the people and organizing
efficient branch societies, though it may de-
volve a great deal of extra labor upon our al-
ready overworked clergy, will, we have no
doubt he undertaken by them as a Jahor of
love. ‘The prospect of such a large and vai-
| uable accession to the brotherhood will impart
{ a stimulus to their labors and the star of hope
i will brighten their path.

If these gentlemen should be safely con-
ducted to our #res itwill be the duty of the
people of the Church, notto waste time in
vain jubilation, in barren and unproductive
joy, in making a great fuss abont hearing the
tmssnonaues preach, but to make immediate
ﬁrravvemems for their reception, accommoda-
tion and eomfortable support, re-organizing

which as an

Y
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the Lay Assaciations, and shewing their gra-;
titude to Goud in the way that becomes rea- .
sonable and immortal creatures by renewed |
zeal in working out the gracious means ap-
pointed by God for their sulvation.

THE MONTHILY RECORD OF THE CHURCI OF SCOTLAND

bis. four sons, Samuel, Bishop of Oxford,
(commonly knowr: as slippery Sam.) is the
only one that remains in the %hurch of Eng.
land; and lhe, us you are well aware; has
gone just as close to Rome as he could with.
yout sacrificing his high position, Another

son, formerly Archdeacon in the Churck of
_England, joined the Papists, and died at
, Rome five years ago, while preparing for or.
,’((l)e;rs. hAxt!olt!nerl g?lv? u]: a benefice i;:fthe
P . . ' Church of England, but being a man of fam-
wl{g/" [\ ,1 .U.’. .‘—‘ I/Iehu]d the Lamg Q{: ’GO(I tily, he could not become a Romish priest, and
el tnhelic aweay the sin of the world ! lis now editor ot the Weelly Register, a Ro-
A rierr Hindoo asked his priest what he  manist journal. The eldest son has just now
must do to find rest and peace of mind.  followed Lis brothers in apostacy from Pro.
“Yon must wash vourself,” said the priest, ; testantism; his perversion was yesterday an.
“in the sucred river” (Ganges). He did so, . hounced in the Afonde, a Romanist journal of
hut without relief; the curse of sin weighed Faris. The question of the Times, « Where
bis soul 1o the very ground. A pilgrimage , are the Wilberforces ?” is answered.—Dr.
was then imposed upon him 10 an idoi temple McClintock in the Methodist.
He went a huudred and fifty hours through ;

0

Glad Tidings.

“burving sands, but felt as much oppressed by | o
the curse as before.  1le once more sought ) .
counsel of his priest.  He said; * You shall ! Presentation.

be helped.” The llindoo promised every-
thing.  He was then charged to drive sharp

nails through the soles of his shoes, to thke a X

heasy block on bis shoulder, and in this man-
ner to walk for fifty hours. He urdertakes
the severe penance, Already he has gone
teenty hours amid the most dreadful pains;
when he reaches a village where he observes
a large congregation listening to a forkigner
preach.  He was a missionary, who was say-
ing to his heatheu brethren: “ Behold the
Lamb of God who talketh awcay the sin of the
10odd!” and declaring 1o them that the Sa-
viour would give peace to all who believe in
b, Tie bardened man drank in the mes-
sgre as it it Lad been honey. He cast the
block from his shoulders, diew his_ thorny
roles from Lis feet, and called out in the
midstof all the people: «He is the one that
«in beip we! Hedt is that I am seeking,
In Lim 1 will believe, and him will I follow ™

0

Where dre the Wilberforces ?

Tur 7haes, in its notice of the Excter Hall
depionstiation, asked: “ Where are the Wil
herforee<®”  The iagenious and ingenuous
Journalist meant thereby to insiuuate that the
Wilberforces are really repfesentatives of their
honored father’s opinions, and that if the
Ameriean Government were really engaged
in putiing down slayery, they would be among
the foremost to praise and support it. But
alas ! for the honored. name, _The Wilber-
forces of the present éay are r.®more like the

ON WEDNESDAY 22D INST.
Tk Teachers and Pupils in connexion with
. St. Andrew’s Church, presented their Pastor,
1 the Rev. A. W. Herdman, with a handsomely
i bound Family Bible, as a token of their es-
: teem for him as their pastor. ‘The presenta-
. tion gok place in Church, where the Teuchers
Tand Pupils had assembled for the purpose.
: After several hymns had been sung, a few in-
' troductory remarks made by Mr. Jack, one of
‘the Teachers Wm. Gordon, Esq., for many
, years the devoted Superintendent of the
School, read the following address, to which

Rev. Mr. Herdmau replied verbally.

ADDRESS,
¢ Rev. angd Dear Sir,—

We, The Teachers and Pupils of Saint
Andrew’s Church Sabbath School in this
_place having long experienced the benefit of
" yaur counsel and instructions, would desire to
“present for your acceptance some slight
" token of our appreciation of vour ministerial
: character, and the high csteem and affection
we entertain for you, as .a faithful and devo-
ted pastor, a wise spirilual guide, and un-
wearied advocate and friend of the best inter-
.ests of the young, wmore especially in
" connection with the Sabbath School of this
| congregation.
, By your fostering care, your regularity of
attendance,.and your systematic efforts in dbr
" behalf, this school has increased and pros-
| pered, and for much of this prosperity we
. are indebted to your high example and con-

man who has made that name immortal, in | stant endeavor to make the work of the
anti slavery sentiment, than in religious opin- ; schooi both interesting and profitable, We
ions. William Wilberforce was an Evangeli- | trust that through the blessing of a Gracicus
cal Christian—a Methodist, ia fact, in the  Providence your labors may not be in vain,
language of his day, which called every earn- | but that the young of this Sabbath School
est and, practical Christian a Methodist. 'Of  may grow up deeply imbued. with a veuer-



IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

ation for the sacred and all important truths )
! Let me hope that they are profiting by these

"means, and that they will repay such labors.

you have so often inculcated, and that you
may have the great satisfaction of seeing that
the seed you have sown among us has nut
been altogether without fruit.

We, the teachers and pupils of your Sab.
bath School would therefore request your ac-
ceptance of this copy of a FaMILY BInLE as
a token of our respect and appreciation of
your services in our behalf, and our fervens
prayer is that the Giver of all good may long

preserve you in health and strength to break |

the bread of life amongst us.
We would aiso desire to unite our prayers

and best wishes for the welfare of your ami- |

able partner and family.

Signed in behalf of 1lie teachers and pupils |

of St. Andrew’s Church Sabbath School, Pic-
tou, by
WM. Gorpox,
. Supertntendent.
Pictou, April 22, 1863,

REPLY.
My Dear Friends,—
I accept this as the spontaneous expression

of yanr good feeling and confidence in me as
on2 of your Teachers, as well as of your at-

tachment and respect to a good cause. The |

Sabbath School is an institution whose wel-

fare I have deeply at heart, and whose effici- '

ency I have endeavored to promote, and not

without some success, if I must believe from :
However, it is

vour too favorable address.
but right to add that there are others to whom
a portion of this praise should he designed as
well ; there is an excellent superintendent,
whose long-continued services in our cause

are both a tower of strength and a token for !

good, and there are eachers whose valuable
labors have done and are doing much fur the
henefit of the young. I rejuice in being my-
self a fellow-worker, and in the thought that
cur labors have not been in vain, since our

school has largely increased in numbers, and |

from the efforts and zeal now put forth by

our Teachers, we may look forward to stiil ,

greater results, should it please God, to pros-
per us for the time to come. Prayer and ef-

fort, it has been said, will accomplish almost

anything, we have lived to prove the truth of
that observation, yet are we but instruments,
and therefore we shoald never forget on whom

we must depend for the blessing, and fuil not |

to pray that the Good Shepherd would yet
further bless us by giving us to see of the
fruit of our labor in the regeneration and

spiritual growth of the youth committed to ,

our charge.

Idid notat first perceive that the pupils |

were contributors to the movement. I inter-

pret this as a token of their attachment to

their school, as well as of respect to myself,

our youth have many and peculiar advanta-

ges, week day and Sabbath, and they possess,

. 100, some most devoted and useful Teachers,
é -
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who grudge no pains for their improvement.

From Sabbath Schools have gone forth min-
isters, missionaries, useful andsanctified chax-
acters 3 may ours aend forth some bright wit.
nesses of the truth, who will spend and be
spent in their Redeemer’s service, some Lene-
factors of thelt race and reformers of their
species, and may our pupils grow in know-
ledge and in grace! :
it was only vesterday that I was made

aware of this movement. Hitherto my re-
ward has been sought in iy work, and in the
advancement of the school ; this will still be
. my motive, yet [acknowledge that your hand-
. sume present is both gratifying and encourag-
ing, and that, siee you expressed well-wishes
 for my household, tiis Book of Books will, I
trust, be preserved as an heir-loom, and hand-
- ed down, as a memorial, in my family, to gen-
! erations.
| 1 again thank you sincerely, and crave the
" Divine blessing upon our schaol and labors.
A. W. HerDMAN,

0

FOR THE® MONTHLY RECORD.
Notes from Church History.

SCOTLAND.

AT the request of some of the readers of
“the Record,” we dwell a little longer on the
- History of these pioreers of Scottish Litera-
ture and Piety—the Culdees of Iona. It is
. asked, whence did they come P~-what did they
“ teach >—how .did they live?

Gxactly thirteen bundred yesrs ago,®there
launched from the coast of Ireland, a small
boat, formed of wicker-work, and covered with
raw hides. It bore, as its freight, the most
valuable cargo to Scotland. twelve apostles of
truth, and landed on the island of Iona. At
this perind, Scotland might be willing to sit
at the fect of her sister island and learn.from
her. Ireland, it appears, was far in advance
of her'in eversthing noble.  And, as a proof
of her true greatness, she wished to enoble
others by sending to them the source ~nd se-
cret of her prospeticy, the oracles of God.

The ecclesiastical histury of Ireland is one
of peculiar interest, of strange saduess, but of
a sadness by no means unmixed with hope,
The dawn of her histery broke bright and
. beautiful,—lier noonday hecame overcast with
.a very durk cloud. God graut that, as the
evening of her day approaches, there may be
. a return to the brightness promised by her
morning ! What a solemn lesson her
; history may justly teach to those who are

ever ready to boast of the constant progressi-
jonof all nations! At a time when many of
. those nations now leading the van of intelli-
gence and prosperity had either no national
i cxistence or were mere barbarians, Ireland

'
{
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was dignified by a noble literature, and might
justly feel proud of the high and honorable | far higher than most of its contemporaries.
title of * insula sanctorum” or island of saints | This belief was monotieistic,. While the
—a title which phe seems to have merited, | great nations of antiquitv—the Greeks and
when compared with her sister k‘xgdoms. ; Romans—deified the powers of nature and
When we say so, we make due alloWance for | called them gods, the Druids taught that
the warm enthusinsm of modern Irish histori- | there war ho God but one. ‘That Supreme
ans and the exaggerations of ancient Irish | Being was known to them under the title of
chroniclers. Iler St. Patrick is no fabulous | I/u or Dia,—the tille by which he is stiil
hero,—no mere legendary saint: but a truly | known among the Celtic nations. The Celt,
great one, wise and good, who left behind him | and particularly the Scottish Highlander, is
a name and a fame justly dear to every Irish- | often laughed at for his views with respect
man. Thirteen centuries ago, she was honor- | to the antiguity of his race, and that language
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ism, the religious belief of the Druids stood

ed by God in being chosen as a nursery of
able and zealous workmen for His vineyard,
when such workmen were indeed but few.
Thence, clad in the panoply of Christian sol.
diers, they came forth to do battle under
Prince Emmanuel.  Bravehands grasped that
hanner, and bore it trinmphantly over stormy
seas, across bleak and inhospitable mountains
and on, through the labyrinths of pathless for-
ests, to plant it on«the land of the stranger.
Biave hearts throbbing with all the natural
warmth of the Ivishmuan and all the superna-
tural devotion of the Christian, invited fiere~
and warlike clans and roving barbarians, to

seek and find rest inn Iim, who has said :— |

he loves so well ; vet, in the fact abave-men-
tioned, as well as many others which might
be  produced, we think we are justified in
tracing the origin of these, back to the far
Kast and the ancient lands of the Bible.
Their belief in the ex’stence of one personal
Gad—a Deity possessing those attributes as-
cribed to Him by the Druidical priests, seems
to have been the rrsult of fradition. and not
a deduction of their awn reason. Many cir-
cumstances seem to indicate that the Celtic
tribes have advanced westwaid with the on-
ward tide of emigration—westward from the
plains of Shinar. the second cradle of the hp-
man race. The docirine of future rewards

“ (‘ome unto me all ye thatlabor and are hea- @ and punishments was also taught by the Dru-
vy laden, ard I will give you rest.” ‘Ihen,!idical priests.  And it is worthy of noticz that
indecd, was Jreland a gem of the ocean.  For | the names under which tie respective places
Dagk threugh the Jong vista of ages, we eau !of those rewards and punishments were de-
soe it looming beauiifuily over the wave, while { signated 18 or 1400 years ago by the Scot-
the.béacan-fire of truth glows brightly weross i tish Celt, are exactly the same as those now

the dark waters, giving light and life to its
children and hope to the warid.  But Ireland
forsook the teachings of ier first missionaries.
A change has come over the national creed,
and consequently over the national prosperi-
ty. Her energies heve become erippled by a
tyrannieal priesthood, and the vitality and in-
dependence of her early history has departed.
God grant that she mayv again give to the
warld her St. Patricks and Ler St Columbas!
that, again, this warm-hearted and genesous
nation may take its place in the front ranks of

~vrogressive natioralities, and that she may

shortly beas far in advance of her present
position, as she was in advance of her sister
kingdoms, when in 563 St. Columba and his
tollowers landed on the small island of Jona!
And in what condition did these missionaries
find Britain, find Scotland, when they came
to visitit? This, we must-know, before we
can estimate the services they rendered.
Christianity, it is supposed, wasintroduged
into Britain at a verv early period of its his-
tory ; some believe, by .St. Paul, or, at least,
by some of his contemporaries or immediate
successors, Yet, for a considerable period, it
made but little progress; for at the time %of
which we speak,—(the landing of the Culdees)

-the religion of Scotland was undoubtedly the

Druidical. Their altars might he foundin:

every dark grove and their mystic worship was

the national c1ced. &
It is quite true that, as a form of Pagan-

used in the Gaelie language to denote the
abodes of the happPand of the lost. The
Druidical priest taught that the portion of
the lost should be in “ Ifiinn,” a word evi-
dentiy compounded of ** 1,” an island, and a
modified form of “fuer,” cold. Yet, how
completely changed has the meaning of the
term become since that period! To the in-
habitaut of a Lleak and cold northern climate,
tis imagination could suggest no greater
punishment than the intense cold of winter.
Hence he depicts the place of punishment as
a frozen island, where the voice of Spring was
never heard, and the genial breezes of sum-
mer were never known to blow,

The place of the departed happy was there,
as row, known under the designation of
“ flaitheanas,” a eompound of « ,” a hera,
and “innis,” signifying an island. In their
estimation, this state of bliss was emphati-

_eally the home of the departed warrior. In

beauty it surpassed ¢ the hunting grounds
abounding with game,” 1o which the dying
Indian hunter looked forward with hope. ~ So
beautifu}l indeed is the description of “the
better country” given by one of their bards
that we are tempted to copy it. “The vallies,”
he says, are ogen and free to the ocean;
trees loaded with leaves, which scarcely move
to the light breeze, were scattered on the
green slopes and rising grounds. The rude
winds walked not on the mougtains: no,
stgrm took its course through the sky. All
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was calm aud bright; the pure sun of antumn
shone from his blue sky on the field.” He
hastened not 1o the west for repose, nor wus
he seen to rise from the east.  1le stswa s
noon-day height; and locks va the noue
isle.... ... ... Qo the rsing nils are
the halls of the departed—-the bigh-toufed
Lwellings of the heroes of old.”

That the Diuids taught many exceilent .
moral maximy seems to be established; vet, as |

among the Romans, the great vicime was
prowess in arms, At the ball of feasting the
Lard tuned his harp to the praises of the war-
vior. On the battle field, he celebrated in
song the heroism of the father, Lo arouse to
action the prowess of the son. Under such
teaching some noble rraits of ¢haracter would
spring up, but also many highly dangerous to
the pence of gociety, and the welfare of the
land.  War would be considered an honora-
ble employment. The sword would decide
every petty dispute. Family feuds were not
allowed to drop with the generation which
gave them birth.  The son avenged the inju-
ries of his sire, and so downwards for muy
generations.  The peaceful and forgiving
spirit of a purer religion was unknown and
unpractised. To them the congueror of an
enemy was infinitely superior to the ruler of
his own spirit.

The power. with which those Druidical
Priests swayed the popuiar mind, was almast
boundless.  Their religious rites, always cel-
cbrated at midnight, lighted up only by the
lurid flash of the lighteing, amid a stillness,
unbroken by any sound, save the erash of the
thunder, or the roar of the sweeping tempest,
were well suited to awe the popular mind.
After all, their religion was one of darkness,
‘Fheir empire was founded in ignorance. The
bulwark of their power was superstition.—
Such a system had nothing in common with

the religion of light and love, which is the |

religion of Christ, anl consequently it could
net stand ‘before tne ‘LUruth, as proclaimed by
the Culdee preachers.

S. M. G.

(2o be continued.)

e ()

‘Young Men’s Christian Association
of 8t. Andrew’s Church,
New Glasgow.

We are glad to learn that this Association
after a short interval of inaction has been re-
-vived during'she past winter and worked
with much eneérgy. Besides thie regular meet-
ings of the Association for prayer and exami-
nation of the word of God, a valuable course
of lectures has been delivered to the young|
men and the public in St, -Andrew’s Cgurch‘.‘
Thesc lectures were much better attended
than auy delivered In former years. The
moat plealigg feature, however, in the course

S iation amd e cungregati .,

%S

I ADJUINING PROVENCER, 11

was, that a comsiilerable pioportion of the
lectures were deifvere b by me mbere of the
Besidles,
two, e tures by the Reve Allan Bollok, miuis-
Lo of the congregation, and one lecture cach
by Messt«. MeRengie and MeKay, and Joha
MceKay, Lsg., all belonging 1o the congrega-
tow,  Tue Reve Messes, Sinclaie, 1.rdman,
“and MeGregor, npon being requested; kindly
rendered thelr valuable aid in addresses to
the members upon particular topies of inver-
est. We eomgratulare this congregation uyon
the existence of such a useful society in theie
wilat, and hope that the young men wiil keep
Litin eff~ctive operation, and improve by i
"Iuis just what is reqaired ju every Caristan
. congregation.—Communicaled.

i
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Moeting of Halifax Presbytery.

HaLirax, N. S.

Session-roone of St. Matthew’s Cluarch,
1st day of April, 18G3.

At which time and place the Presbytery of
. alifax met, pro re nata, in consequence of
, a circular transmitted to the members by the
Moderator, the tenor whereof was, in effect,
“to moderate in a call to the pastorate of St.
Matthew’s eongregation, and to transact re-
lative business.” .

In the absence of the regular Moderator,
the chair was taken by the Rev. G. Boyd,
who constituted the meeting with prayer.

Sederunt: Rev. G. Boyd, Moderator pro.
tem., Rev. Mesars. Martin and Scott, minis-
ters ; Messrs. John Taylor and John Watt,
elders, .

‘I'he Rev. Mr. Scott acted as Clerk pro. tem.

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously
agreed to, that the Presbytery approve highly
of the conduct® of the Moderator in calling
th(lem together on the matter stated in the cir-
cular. '

Tie following documents were then laid
upon the table, viz.: 1. Call from St. Mat-
thew’s Church and congregation in favor of ,
the Rev. George M. Grant, ordained mission-
ary, P. E. Island, to be their minister; 2. A
letter from Mr. Grast, intimating acceptance
of said eall; 3. An extract of minute from
the Presbytery of -‘P. E. Island, transferring
Mr. Grantto the Preshytery of Halifax ; 4. A
letter from the Rev. Thomas Duncan, Char.
lottgtown, anent the ahove case.

The Presbytery then resclved (in accord-
ance with previous intimation from St. Mat-
thew’s pulpit) to proceed to the moderation
. of said calr. Whereupon the Moderator pro.
tem. conducted divine «ervice, and preachea
from Acts ii. 42, and then infimated to the
‘gongregation present that the Presbytery were
now to proceed to moderate in a call from St.
Magthew’s Church and congregation to the
Re‘ﬁ;:Geoxge M. Grant to be their minister,

i
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A alio of giving opportunity for statirg ob- | the collection was much smalltr than it other.
jections, wise would have been. This building was

At this stage of the proceedings, the Rev. | commenced by Mr. Lochead, Itis now fin-
\r. Scott tendered his resignation of tie pas. Hished and free of debt. It will serve excel-
ieral eharge of the congregation « ¢ St. Mat. [ lently for the eountry peaple who are too fur
thew’s Church, and gave reasons for ite Iving | from’ Georgetown to attend regulerly the
ever il the nest ordinary meeting of Presby. | Chureh there, and before long we doubt not
tery, which was agreed to, “tha: there will be n larger congregation gath

The eiil, and the relative documen:s from | ered around it thin we have in Georgetown,
the I B Idand Preshytery, were then seve- ' It 1s seated for 200, and is 6} wmiles distant
vy reads. The Preshytery took exception  {rom Georgetown,
o the first part of the extract minute from
thae Preshitery, as being an jrregular proce-
voare in tais ease. The whole exirnet was or-
dered to be kept in relentis.

Messre, Sutherland and Doull then com-
pearec as chmnissioners on behalf of the St. ! THz papers have been teeming with ac-
Manthew’s congregation, and expressed their | counts of and allusion to the Marriage of the
desire and prayer that the moderating ia of | Prince of Wales, which seams to have called
the rull in favor of the Rev, Mr, Grant might ; forth all the enthusiasm of the people of the
he proceeded with ; at the same time intimat- | British empire, Al classes have ahandone:!
ing, that a permanent and suitable prosision | them<elves to the most exuberant joy. The
wus allowed by the congregation for the main- | dazzling ceremonial, enhanced by the elite ot
tenance of their future minister. I the beauty, the wealth, the 2bility and nota-

‘Thie commissioners, in answer to the Pres. | hility of Brigain, has been stereotyped for the
bytery, having further testified that the call | benefit of posterity in a vivid description from
on the table was the boua fide call of the con- | the pen of an accomplished artist, Mr. Rus-
gregation, and no ohjections baving besn of- |, sell, who has realized for his day’s work the
fered, the Presbytery then unanimously agreed | handsome sum of between fourteen and fifeen

0

News of the Month.

|
|

ta susiain the eall.

"The Rev. Mr. Scott was appointed to serve,
in N1 Matthew’s Church, on Sabbath first,
the eidiet of Mr. Grant’s induetion ;. and also
tn iuiimate that due notice would be given of
tire day of induction, on the Sabbath previous
to it. 'The Rev. Mr. Stewart was appointed
to preach and to preside at the induction.

‘I'ie Presbytery then adjourned to meet in
this place on the 13th of April at half-past 6,
r. M. Closed with prayer.

0

Opening of New ‘Churches.

WrrniN the last two months, two. new
Churches have been opened in Prince Edward
Tsland,  St. Andrew’s Church, Brackly Point
Road, was opened in January, although it is
not vet quite finished, as there is no other
suitahle place in the neighbourhood for con-
ducting divine service. This Church is dis-
tant onlv eight miles from St. Columba’s, St.
Peter's Road, and a self-sustaining congrega-
tion may easily he formed hetween the two
places, The Church, which will be finished
hefore winter, is intended to seat nearly’300;
and will, to all appegrance, be a credit to the
seltiement.
~rowded to the door, or both diets of worship,
which we'e conducted by the Rev. Mr. Dun-
»an, and the Rev. Mr. Grant, and a collection
~f £14 was taken up.

St. Andrew’s Church, Cardigan, was open-
2d by the Rev. Mr. Grant, on the last Sab-
hath of March. The day unfortunately was |
stosmy, and in consequence the audience and |

On the day of opening it was

t hundied pounds. The whole affair is a hope-
! ful sign of the unshaken loyalty of the people,
and their undiminished attachment to the in-
stitutions under which they live. They love
their Qneen ns queen was never loved before,
and with a love evidently intensified by sym-
pathy with her in her late bereavement, Very
_touching was an incident in the ceremonial.
When the choir broke forth with the solemn
words of the chorale, the music of which was.
composed by the late Prince Albert,

l ¢ This day, with solemn heart and voice,

To Heaven be raised a nation’s prayer:,

! Almighty Father, deign to grant

s Thy blessing to the wedded pair.

| So shall no clouds of sorrow dim

i The sunshine of their early days,

" But happiness. in endless round,

! Shall still encompass allitheir ways,””
. her Majesty drew back from the window of
i the pew, gave way to tears, and almost sob-
"bed. 'The Prince and Princess have capti-
vated all beholders, and, now that it is ail
over, may Divine grace enable them to live-
up to the bright example that has been set
before them! Young married ladies, who
are not yet incurable, will be pleased to oh-
serve, that as the Princess pronounced the
word “ obey” in the formula with special em-
: phasis, she evidently means to be very dutiful-
; and set a good example.

The American war drags its slow length
along in innumerable skirmishes on land and
water over a field of aperations of enormous
extent. The whole business, with the perpe-
tual recurrence of bloodshed, is quite sicken-
ing, and must be viewed as the grand dis-
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. grace of our age and of Christianity, The
men who are now staining their hands with
each other’s blood were lately members of the
same christian denominations, and worship-
ping and praying together. Their conduct
during the last two years is evidence of what
faction and angry human passions may pro.
duce, Vickshurg still holds out, but the
grent event of the month is the unsuccessful
attack of nine iron-clad cupola ships upon the
four forts at the mouth of Charleston harbor.
The firing lasted about an hour, ih which two
were disabled and all were obliged to retire,
never, it is thougl.,, to make the attempt
again, The result proves not the uselessness
of armour plates, but the impossibility of
making a ship as strong as it is possible to
make a fort—a self-evident truth, one would
suppose. A ship has the advaatage of a fort
in moveabiljty, but it is inconceivable that
she can compete with it in strength,

A correspondence laid on the table of Par-
liument exhibits Adams, the American Min.
ister, complaining of the depredations com-
mitted by the Alabama on American ship-
piug, and of the fitting out of Confederate
cruisers in British ports, and Lord Russell
Cefending the British Government from the
charge of having violated the neutrality.
‘Lord Russell asserts that information lodzed
of any such vessel being fitted must take the
shape of sworn depositions, otherwise it can-
not be acted upon. He also urges that both
parties have held out inducements to her Ma-
jesty’s subjects to violate the Queen’s pro-
clamation, and that the North have profited
by this unlawful trade to a much larger ex-
tent than the South. ‘I'he answer is unan-
swerable. The Confederate commissioner,
Mason, complains as much as the other, and
his efforts to prove to the British minister
that the blockade is ineffective, drew forth
from Lord Russell a rejoinder, that it was ef-
fective enough to be recognized; coupled
with a refusal to hold any interview with him.
The failure of the British Government to
please either party is probably the best evi-
dence of the reality of its neutrality, and of
having adopted a reasonable course towards
belligerents, who have followed passion more
-than reason in all their proceedings.

A most noteworthy fact is the rapid sale of
the Confederate bonds in London. The
" Confederate Government advertised for - a
loan of three millions, and ten millions were
offered. The money will bear interest and
be redeemable in twenty years ; or the bonds
may. be exchanged for cotton bonds. The
cotton will be delivered within six months
after the declaration of Southern independ-
ence. The rapid subscription shews the faith
of English capitalists, the shrewdest class in
the world, in the ultimate success of the Con-
federates. Meanwhile the North puts a war-
tike face on the matter, and the conscription

1y

law, which has passed Congress, is to be en.
forced r@pidly this summer in free Americ.
with a view to great achicvements in the fal..

Dr. Cullen has been lecturing with notorie-
ty ontwo subjects which have nothing in
common but variety-—Bishop Colensn and
crinoline. He comments severely upon the
polygamist views and infidelity of the former
and the spaciousness of the latter. Whether
or not Colenso is to go out of the Church o
Epgland, which the bishops :scem to have nu
power to make him doj; it is said that the
latter is gradually to be circumscribed under
the influence of the Princess of Wales, «
mightier power in such a matter than Paul
Cullen. :

The Polish insurrection is ended and Lang.
jewicz a prisoner in Cracow. How could it
succeedd 2 ‘The resuscitgtion of the Polish
nation is next to impossible, and as it bad
even in itg best days a most self-destructive
coustitution, if Tussia would only be gene.-
ous and kind to this noble race, the best w-
can wish for them, is not to waste theis
strength in useless and bloody revolts ba-
betake themselves to tne arts of peace., I{
Russia however persist in that oppression.
which maketh wise men mad, every friend o
bumanity would like to see the powers of
Kurape combured to restrain the cruelties of
déspotism, .

Lord Pslmerston’s reception in Glasgow
and Edinburgh seems to have’ been a perfect
ovation. He is a most extraordinary mar,
who can, at an age bordering upon "eighty.
make speeches and give addresses, radian:
with all the freshness of youth and sparkling
with wit, on different occasions in the course
of a single day. He visited Edinburgh, where
in early life, at the beginning of this century,
he studied with Smith, Brongham, Jeffrey.
Piayfair, Iorner, Cockburn and others, form-
ing a rare circle of brilliancy and intelligence
and all gone with the exception of himself
and Brougham, another of the gian:s of vig-
orous mind, an iron frame. )

Two DPresbyterian Unions have been con-
summated, one in Eastern Australia and the
other in New Zealand. I'me basis in bot)
cases is the Westminster confession with a ca-
veat against a persecuting interpretation, and
against any sense that would compromise tne
independence of the Church in spiritual mat-
ters. Provided Church Courts do not claim
the sole right of determining what is spiritu.:
and what is not, and provided they admit that
they are bound hy their constitation, and ar.
not at liherty to make ex post fucto laws, suci
a constitution is favoursble to religion, and
does notinfringe upon the ciril liberties of th
people. It is a matter of pride to us to ser
these ancieut standards resting themselves
in x_j%e hearts of so larg2 a portion of the hu-

2
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man race in every quarter of the globe. This
is due to their depth, their caution, and evan<
gelical fulness.

‘T'he Synod Bill of the Bishop of Nova Sco-
tia, which has been rejected in our Council,
through the influence of Episcopalian niem-
bers of the Uppar Branch, has elicited much
discussion.  We shouid think _hat thers was
no need for a bill, unless ic was intended to
make all the spiritual decisions of the Syned,
civil lnw—a matter of some moment to” the
members of the Church of England, but of
none to other bodies. ‘Though we cannot un-
derstand how English law, with reference to
tne Chureh of Eagland, should govern the
Chureh in this Province in spivitual matters,
except so jong as the people please; yet we
suspect that Bichop Binney. a zealous man,
feels that the Chareh is hampered for zood by
her present position. He probably thinks,
there would be more life and energy if Syn-
ods were held. e would like the Synods,
but he would not like the natural consequence,
nawely, that they should govern the Church.
He wants them to be energetic, but then only
as he wishes, and hence he reserves his veto.
The oppouents do not abject so much to the
synods as the veto. The bishap, no doubt,
thinks that in a synod without a veto, he
would be no bishep, and the others think that
in agyncd with the episcopal veta, there
weuld be no synod, or only the name of it
As to the want of synodical action, the bishop
is certuiniy a better judge than any of his op-
posers, as it would be an uncharitable, as well
as improbuble supposition that a bishop would

rather share his power than keep itall to him- ;

self 3 but as to the danger of synodical action,
Hampered with the veto, the opposers of tie
weasure are probably more correet judges
than he. The proper solution of this questi-
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;on is what neither of the parties will see,
though some of the Legislative Councillors
came very near to it, when their principal ob-
1jection to synodical action lies in the veto.
I"I'his solution is, that right synodical action is
incompatible with the episcopate, except by
reducing the latter to a moderatorship ; and
as the bishop admits, ecclesiastical efficiency
is impossible without synods, hence that pres-
byterianism, out 2nd out, is the only alterna-
tive. We cannot expect the bishop to sce
this, and, whether the people see it or not,
they are consistent enough, when they main-
tain that if prelacy be the right form of gov-
: ernment for a Church, the Church of England
{in this Province has all it requires. We be-
 lieve the people, however, would forego their
scruples, were they not afraid of High Church
,innovations. ‘I'lis is unfortunate, as doctrinal
; and ritual views are quite a distinet question
| from synodical action s though in the Church
{ of Englaix], they are combined as the distine-
"tive features of wue party. ‘The cry of the
+ Independents in England for Presbyterian ac-
"tion, on the otier extreme, combined with this
movement among Episcopalians over the
world, tend to make us very well pleased with
ourselves. Let us, however, remember that
organization without life, however perfect it
‘may be, is like the body when the spirit bas
departed, powerless, and Lastening its cor-

s raption.
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