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In God’s Way; Not in Mine.
BY THE REV, JOHN C. GARRETT.
WHEN first the light of Jesus’ love
Across my pathway streamed,
And glimpses came of things above,
As olive leaf by Noah's dove
Brought cheer, in joy I dreamed
That great things I for Christ would do;
To highest heights my course pursue.

No small devotion at His feet,
As tribute, I should lay ;
But gold, and frankincense most meet,
And myrrh, and ointment preciour, sweet,
Should bring to Him each day ;
My life should be for Him alone ;
My heart His highest, brightest throne.

(ireat things I should but seek and find ;
The lesser should not see ;

By love of heart, by thought of mind,

To Him bring forth the halt and blind ;
Such joy 'twould bring to me,

To hear their songs and shouts of praise,

And see them walking in His ways.

But, ah ! the light too soon did fade ;
The promise died away ;

My plans were in Utopia made ;

In ether their foundations laid,
Frost-bitten buds of May,

Each promise on the ground lay low,

On which my torrent tears did flow.

Yet, since that time, the light has shone
More constant than before ;
And, though the proud ambition’s gone,

|
|
|
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The kingdom and the patience won—

To me in value more
Than empires great—brings such a peace,
As earthly troubles but increase.

In small things, rather than in great,
Qur love to Christ we prove ;

Man values not at Heaven's rate—

The widow’s mite had greater weight
Of good intent and love,

Than lordly deeds and golden fees,

Of proud and boastful Pharisees.

My dream shall yet be realized—
In God’s way ; not in mine—
My good intentions recognized ;
And every plan and purpose prized ;
And every deed in line
With His sweet will, and His sure word,
Will lift me nearer to my Lord.

The chance to me may never come,
A brilliant deed to do ;
Bat if in motive lies the sum
Of doings, then He'll say, ** Welcome "
To me ; and, in full view
Of all the world, the word, ** Well done”
Shall prove that I have victory won.

CrAMBLY, Jan., 1885,
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CERTAINLY, let ladies divide with gentlemen

| the offices of the Sunday-school. We have
i "

fal

known very ul lady super

We have known other schools in which clumsy
and inefficient men were chosen to the office,
when a selection incomparably better might
have been made from among the lady teachers,
Especially are they adapted for the office of
librarian and secretary, J:

about the room bringing no needless disturbance
to the classes during the recitations.—S.
Teacher.

eir quiet movements
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C. W. CoaTes, S, F. HugsTis,
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for the truth. He rejoiced to know that
whether he was to be permitted to resume his
work or not, the victorious «rmy of the living
God would sweep on, conquering the world for
Jesus. That stirring Sunday-school hymn came
with fresh power :—

Like a mighty army moves the Church of God,
Brothr:;, we are treading where the saints have
trod ;

We are not divided, all one body we,

One in hope and doctrine, one in charity.

Crowns and thrones niay perish, kingdoms rise
and wane,
But the Church of Jesus constant will remain ;
Gates of hell can never 'gainst that Church
revail,
We fa)ie Christ’s own promise, which can never
ail.

Was it not Livingstone who said, *What
though ten thousand perish, Africa shall be
redeemed !” No one is indispensable in the
world. The loss of a single life is but like the
bursting of a bubble in a stream. The river
still rolls on, God's cause still goes forward.
With devout gratitude, and with a fuller sense
of tion than ever, the writer again

—

The Sunday School Bunner,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D, Editor.

TORONTO, MARCH, 1885.
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Thoughts in Sickness.

It will be within the knowledge of some of
the readers of the BANN ‘R that its editor has
been for some weeks coufined to a sick room
through a somewhat sc.ere attack of typhoid
fever. During that time—while mental consci-
ousness was enjoyed—his thoughts were much
engaged with the Sunday-school interests of tie

takes up the burden of life, and hopes

To labour on at God’s command,
And cease at once to work and live,

Changes in the Berean Quarterly
and Leaves.

Ix acswer to the requests of some schools, we
will make room in the Berean Leafand Quarterly
for the Catechism Question and first lines of
Lesson Hymns, We are glad to know that
these features of our former Bercan Leaf and
Quarterly were so highly appreciated. The
new Quarterly will be found on examination to

Church which he humbly strives to serve. On | contain considerably more than the old one,
the Sundays, and especially during the hours of | and in a much more elegant form, and at a

school, he tried to follow the great Sunday-

school army in the lessons of the day. Hefound

cheaper price—6 cents instead of 8 cents a year.
By printing the BANNER in a smaller type,

great consolation in the thought of trying to | though very clear and legible, we get room for

keep step with that great army throughout the
world, some fourteen millions strong, who are

much valuable matter of special interest to
Sunday-school teachers.

studying the same passages of God's Word. He
seemed to hear the echo of their songs and the
tramp of their march in his sick room, and he

rejoiced to know that this army is a conquer
ing army.

—tly GG P

We regret that the copy for the Rev. A.
.| Andrews’ Normal Class Exercise has not come

It is going on from victory to to hand in time for insertion in this number of

the BANNER.

victory, and winning ever-widening triumphs

It will appear in the next.
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Robinson’s Arch.
(See Frontispicce.)

BeNEATH the arch is an old disused cistern,
the pavement of which was broken through,
and a shaft sunk along the wall. The stones
here were all in their original positions, and
appeared to Captain Warren to be probably one
of the oldest portions of the Sanctuary now
existing. If 8o, they formed, without doubt,
part of the original enclosure wall of the Tem-
ple At a depth of 24 fc. they cume upon a
mass of masonry, apparently those of a fallen
arch. Hence we may conclude that the present
arch, which may be late Roman, stands ugon
the site of an older one, Lower down, they
came to the foundations of the wall in the rock,
and here running water was found ; and obser-
vatione, extended over a long period, proved
that a fountain of water exists in the city, and
is running to this day far below the surface.
It ran along the wall; but no trace of the
stream was %ound lower down at the excava-
tions near Robinson’s Arch. There is a tradi-
tion among the Jews that when flowing water
has been found three times under the %‘emple
walls, the Messiah is at hand. Now, according
to their accounts, it had been found twice be-
fore, so that this made the third time ; and the
Rabbis came down to look at the discovery,
with cries of joy and thanksgiving.

Mejr-ed-Deen, an Arabic writer of the thir-
teenth century, mentions a subterranean gallery,
*“which David caused to be made from the Gate
ot the Chain to the citadel.” Thissubterranean
passage was actually found in the course of their
explorations at Wilson's Arch, It lies west-
ward of the vaults’ entrance just described. It
was followed up by Captain Warren to a dis-
tance of 250 ft. from the wall of the Haram.
It is a well-built arched passage, 10 ft. high and
14 ft. wide, and was evidently intende
secret way of communication between the
citadel and the Temple, by which troops could
be brought, in case of an émeute, without excit-
ing suspicion,

‘The next series of excavations were those at
lobinson’s Arch, which yielded discoveries
perhaps the most important and interesting of
any. First, the {lier of the arch was found 51
ft. 6 in. long, and 12 ft. 2 in. thick, built of the
same stone, with the same draft and chisel
marks as in the wall at the south-west angle.
There is a hollow of 5 it. wide inside, a method
of building adopted to save stone. Between
the pier and the wall there was a pavement, on
which lay the fallen voussoirs of the arch, At
the north end of the pier a tank was found, and
at the east of this a passage leading to the wall,
where it branched off north and south. It was
traced as far as the Gate of the Prophet, a dis-
tance of about 180 ft , where a breach occurred.
This proved that the wall runs in an unbroken
line from Robinson’s Arch to the Prophet’s
Gate,
The pavement was broken through, and found
to be placed over u mass of rubbish 23 ft. deep.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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At the bottom of this there was found a canal
cut in the rock, and running north and south.
This very curious canal wag traced north and
south for a long distance. It may possibly have
been the same down which ran the stream of
water which Captain Warren discovered at
Wilson’s Arch. Several lamps, weights, jars,
etc., were found in it. It runs occasionally
into circular pools, one of which is cut across
by the Haram wall, showing that the pool is
ofn'ier than this portion of the wall. The canal
is arched over, and at intervals holes have been
cut for buckets to be dropped through., The
conclusions that Captain Warren came to are
80 important that we give them in his own
words :—

‘1. The winding aqueduct was cut in the
rock.

2, The Temsle and Solomon’s palace were
constructed, and a bridge leading over the
Tyropeeon valley connected the palace with the
Lower city in the plateau below and east of the
upper city.

3. The arch of the bridse fell, breaking in
part of the arch of the aqueduct.

““4, The Temple was reconstructed by Herod,
who took in the Palace of Solomon, and built
the present south-west angle of the Sanctuary ;
and the new wall, cutting across portions of the
rock-cut canal, ronnections were made by means
of masonry passages. At this time, the rubbish
had begun to choke ur the valley at this point
to 22 ft., and the wall to that height was built
with rougii-faced stones, the portion above being
made to resemble the older parts of the wall,
A pavement was laid on the rubbish, and the
pier and arch of Robinson’s Arch and viaduct
were built, Tn order to obtain water readily,
shafts, which still exist, were constructed at
intervals from the pavement to the canal and
pools.”

Toronto Methodist S. S. Associa-
tion.

Tue Methodist Sabbath-school Association of
Toronto held its semi-annual meeting in the
Carlton Street Church on Thursday afternoon,
the 15th ult. There were over 220 persons
present, rerresenting 22 schools. The officers
appointed for the ensuing year are : John Kent,
Esq., President; J. B, ustead, Vice-Presi-
dent; J. J. McLaren, Q.C, Secretary; W. J.
Crown, Treasurer, and an Executive Committee
composed of the Superintendent and one mem-
ber from each school. The association as now
organized represents 35 schools, 790 officers and
teachers, and nearly 8,000 scholars. It is pro-
posed to hold the next meeting during the first
week in March in the Metropolitan school-
room, when special discussion will be had upon
the work of the association. It is highly grati-
fying to know that good, earnest work is bein,

one in the Methodist schools of this city, and
this association gives promise that still greater
efticiency and enthusiasm will be promoted. It
is hoped that a general attendance will be had
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at the next meeting, and that all Sabbath-
school workers will come prepared to add some-
thing to the interest of the meeting, —Guardian.

— S——

Tue sixty-second anniversary of the Bridge
Street Church, Belleville, was held on Januar
19th and was very successful. Under the effi-
cient superintendence of Mr. William Johnston
the school exhibits the greatest prosperity.
There are 415 scholars and 36 teachers and
officers. The programme was an exceedingl,
interesting one and was very well rendered.
The arrangement of the class-rooms and large
schoolroom of this church is among the best
we have ever seen. If there are any schools
other than this that can trace a record of sixty-
twn anniversaries, we would like to know it.

From the Belleville Daily Intelligencer we
glean the followin? items :—** The first Sunday-
schoolof the city o Belleville was a union school,
established in 1822 by a Mr. Os, oode, a Church
of England missi y,in the old Pi leStreet
Church, and l:llvrporwl by all Protestant de-
nominations. \e exercises consisted in read-
ing the Scriptures and the recitation of verses
committed to memory by the scholars. No
public prnxers were offered up in the school,
and even the hymns as sung by the old folke
were not indulged in, it being considered advis-
able that singing should not form part of the
exercises. Until Mr. Billa Flint came to Belle-
ville, the school was only kept open during
summer. Since that time it is, in one sense at
least, an Evergreen school. As churches were
built, denomina*ional Sunday schools were com-
menced in connection with the churches, and
the union school ceased to exist. From that
parent school a goodly crop of thirteen schools

sprang up.”

Our Aims.

Ovk Sabbath-school work and our Lesson

, Helps should aim at three things,  First, the
itting of a mini part of the lesson.

The present generation of children is not com-
mitting enough Seripture.  Secondly, an ac-
quaint with the setting, with the external
f‘wts of the passage. A few careful comprehen-
sive questions should help to this acquaintance.
Thirc l‘\:. an earnest gu.ze into the very heart and
soul which lives and breathes in the deeds and
utterances of the divine word. Teacher and
pupil should feel that every question here
touches in some way the ** issues of life,” and
that its right answer is worthy their best effort.
— Union Bible Teacher.

ittt

W are happy to endorse the following recom-
mendation :—* 1 heartily recommend ealth to
Poverty ; or, The Tricks of the Traffic, by Rev.
Austin Potter, asa very valuable Sabbath-school
library book. The picture of the ¢ Drink Curse’
is well drawn by Bro. Potter, and his work is
caleulated to interest and benefit old and young.
Let the book have a place in every Sabbath-

SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

Opening

and Closing Services for
First Quarter of 1886.

OPENING SERVICE.
1. Silence.
1I. The Doxology.
I1I. Responsive Sentences. [Psa. 121.
Supt. I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
School. From whence cometh my help.
Suﬁd %‘V{ help cometh from the Lord,
School. ich made heaven and earth.
Supt. He will not suffer thy foot to be

moved.
School. He that keepeth thee will not 1 A
Supt. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall
neither slumber nor sleep.
Sechool. The Lord is thy keetrer $
Supt. The Lord is thy shade upon thy right

1

hand.

School. The sun shall not smite thee by day,
nor the moon by night.

Supt. The Lord shall preserve thee from
all evil :

School. He shall preserve thy soul.

Supt. The Lord shall preserve
out and thy coming in

School. From this time forth, and
evermore.

thy going
even for

1V. Singing.
V. Prayer.
LESSON SERVICE.

1. Class Study of the Lesson.

I1. Singing Lesson Hymn.
III. Recitation of the %it]e, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
school in concert.
IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,

Pastor or Superintendent.

V. Catechism Lessons.
VI, Announcements (especially of the Church,
service and week-evening prayer-meet-

ing).

by

CLOSING SERVICE.
1. Singing.
I1. Responsive Sentences.
Supt.  He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing,
brin%ing his sheaves with him.
School. Open thou mine eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of

thy law.

THE APOSTLES' CREED.

I believe in God the Father Almigh
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus
only Son our Lord ; who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
nnder Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead and
buried ; the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy
Catholic Church, the communion of saints ; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the

, Maker ©
hrist his

school library ! "—E. §. Rupert.

body ; and the life everlasting. Amen.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

A D, 5%
3. 14 . [Commit to mem verses 20-22.]
#: 1o, 12 And when muu day, certain
SCUED.| of the Jews banded touav.her, and
bound themselves under u curse,
saying that they would neither eat
nor drink till they had killed Paul.

13 And they were more than
forty which had made this con-

cy.
EI){‘.A"M they came to the chief
priests and elders, and said, We
have bound ourselva.\; undelr In glr.ellll!‘ curse, that we will
ing until we have sluin Paul.

eu:sm.{'l‘l;::%hlerc{ore ye with the council signify to the
chief captain that he hriu‘c him down unto you to-mor-
row, as though ye would inquire something umr:! |l:!l'~
fectly cuuczrniu% him : and we, or ever he come near,
are ready to kill him.

16 And when Paul's sister's son heard of their lylnﬁ
in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and tol

Paul. I

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions unto kim,
and said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain :
for he hath a certain thing to tell him.

18 So he took him, and brought Zim to the chief cap-

General

We see another link in the chain of events which took
Paul out of the power of his most intense enemies, and

laced him under the guardianship of the Roman eagles,

hut the great apostle was permitted to live for ten
years, to obtain the rest which his averworked frame
and tense nerves required, to write the se Inter epistles
which are the precious heritage of the Church, and per-
haps to carry his Gospel into new lands of Western Eu-
rope: all these great results were hinged upon the
transactions of n single night, and upon the forethought
and courage of a single boy. On that night. while Paul
in his prison was enjoying the fellowship of his Saviour,
the Jews were plotting against his life. ~ A band of con-
apirators took upon themselves n solemn oath to slay
him before they shonld again taste food, and the ralers
were linked with them in the projected murder. But
there were too many implicated for the scheme to re-

LESSON IX. PAUL SENT TO FELIX.

(March 1,

tain, and said, Paul tbe prisoner called me unto Zim,
and prayed me to bring this young man unto thee, who
hath something to say unto thee,

19 Then the chief ¢uptain took him by the hand, and
went with him uside privately, und asked Aim, What is
that thou hast to tell me ¥

20 And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire thee
that thou wouldest bring down Puul to-morrow into the
council, us though they would inquire somewhat of him
more perfectly.

21 But do not thou yield unto them : for there lie in
wait for him of them more than forty men, which have
bound themselves with an oath, that they will neither
eat nor drink till they have killed him : and now are
they rend{, looking for a promise from thee.

22 So the chief captain then let the young man de-
part, and charged him, See thou tell no man that thou
hast showed these things to me.

23 And he called unto Aim two centurions, saying,
Muke ready two hundred soldiers to go to Ces’a-rea,
and horsemen threescore und ten, and spearmen two
hundred, at the third hour of the night ;

24 And provide them beusts, that they may set Paul
on, und bring kim safe unto Fe’lix the goveruor.

Statement.

main a secret. It was whispered through the streets
of Jerusalem, and came to the ears of a youth who was
reluted to the apostle, He went boldly to the castle of
Antonia, and requested to see the prisoner. A boyish
fizure walks with some hesitation through the files of
soldiers, and knocks at the apostle’s cell. His tale is
told, and he is then led to the commandant, who takes
the young informant Kindly by the hand, and listens to
his story. That night an army of nearly five hundred
men, horse and foot, gathers at the castle gate. Paul is
hrought down, securely guarded against sudden attack.
There is a clatter of hoofs on the pavement of Jerusa-
lem, the gates are passed, the open country is reached,
and the prisoner is safe from the conspirators. Two
days after heis brought to Cesarea. The door of a
prison aguin closes upon him, not (o open for two long

yeurs,

Explanatory and Peactical Notes.

Verse 12. When it was day. The day after Paul's
appearance before the counecil, narrated in the last les-
son. Certain of the Jews. These were of the class
known as zealots, who believed it to be risht to mur-
der those who apostatized from the Jewish faith.
Some of this class were sincere though bigoted, but
others clonked their personal hate under a religions
pretense. (1) How easy it is to make our prejudices
matters of conscience! Bound themselves. Literally,
“took an anathema upon themselves.” This was a
Hebrew term expressive either of that which was con-
secrated to God's service or devoted to destruction in
his cuuse, They solemnly pledged themselves that
Paal should be anathema, that is, devoted as a vietim,
Nelther eat nor drink. This was to hasten the deed
of murder. Killed Paul. Ifere was a hody of so-
called religions men who had taken a relizions vow to
murder u fellow-man without trial. (2) Notice how con-
science can be perverted to evil.

13, 14, More than forty men. The number showed
the bitterness of Jewish hate, but also led to the dis-
covery of the plot, which could not long be kept a
secret among so many. Came to the chief.priests,
Then the ralers themselves, men whose office bound
them to see that justice was done, were implicated
in this wicked plot. Luke's story is true to the life
of that period, as any reader of Josephus will re-
member. We have bound onrselves, Literally,
*‘we have anathematized ourselves with an anath-
em the very strongest exjyression possible,
Will eat nothing. They failed to keep one part
of their vow ; did they fulfill the other, and starve
to death ? It is too much to hope, fince the Tal-
mud tells us that the rabbis could absolve men from
inconvenient vows. Slain Paul. Such assassina-
tions were justified by the leading Jewish teachers, as

Josephus and Philo ; they have been attempted by pro-
fessed Christiane, as in the Gunpowder Plot, and the
murder of Tenry IV, of France ; even Protestant his-
tory has shown instunces of them ; and the Danites
in Utah and the Thugs in India are their illustrations in
the present generation.

15. Signify. A legal term: “give official notice."
Thus the whole council would be made accessory to the
crime, ng him down. From the castle of Antonia,
where Panl was confined, to the meeting-place in the
temple, Inquire something. Rev. Ver., “as though
ye wonld judge of his case more exnctly.” An excuse
could be given that the inquiry of the day before had
been interrupted. And we. This word is emphatic,
“ave will see to it!" Or ever. Rather, * hefore he
come near,” 8) The purest and best man of his time is
somelimes the most bitterly hated.

16. Paul's sister's son. The only reference in the
Bible to Paul's family. He was a youth, but whether
his mother was living in Jernsalem or he had come
thither for his education is unknown. Heard. Per-
haps through the boastings of the conspirators, or
throngh some member of the council friendly to Paul.
Entered into the castle. The tower of Antonia,
north of the temple, where the garrison was stationed
to guard the city, and where Paul was confined. Told
Paul. The apostle, a8 a Roman citizen, was allowed
considerable liberty in the castle, and permitted to see
his friends. (4) Notice how a boy became an important
link in the chain of church history and the world's evan~
gelization.

17. One of the centurions. A centurion was a cap-
tain cor manding & company of one hundred men in
the Roman army. Bring this young man. He knew

that his life was secure, for his Lord had promised that
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he should see Rome; yet he took every posgible |
measure to provide for his safety. ) Trust in God
should impel us not to idleness, but to action. He hath a
certain thing, He showed caution in keeping the
mutter secret, even from the centurion.
18, S0 he took him. We notice here that this
risoner somehow impressed himself upon all around
Kim, centurions, captains, rulers, by the force of his
rsonal character. Almost every chapter in the Intter
K:ll’ of the Acts contains un illustration of Paul's influ-
ence over men, (6) 7rue nobility of character will shine
oul even from a prison cdl. Paul the prisoner. Lit-
erally, ‘"the one bound ;™ & name used here for the
first time, but one that in the after years the apostle
was not ashamed to own, us u badge of honor. Praye
me. Rev, Ver.,* asked me." Theword ** pray" for
merly referred to requests of men, as well as petitions |
to God. ‘
19, 20. Took him by the hand. Showing a kind- |
ness of munner which invited the youth’s confidence,
The Jews. lere meaning their rulers, though most
of the people shared in their sentiments. Have agreed
to desire. Thus the plot was formed between the |
rulers and the ussassins, and awaited only the uncon- |
scious help of the chief captain,

21, 22. Do not thou. He spoke as Paul's friend,
snd was no doubt in ﬂympu\hi; with him. Looking
for apromise, A promise to bring Paul down to the
council, The chiel captain., He '}onud himself in a
difficult situation. On the one side were all the Jews,
with their cb istic bigotry, unscrup
und murderous hate. On the o\{m’ side was a single
Jew, who, fortunately for his life at that moment, was
4lso w Roman citizen, and entitled to the pretection of
Roman law. ‘Tell no man. Thus the cauec of Paul's
sudden departure v as left in mystery, and his would-be
murderers found themselves unuccountably foiled.
(7) Notice how God overrules the plans of men for the in-
terestof his cause.

23. Make ready. Inall four hundred and seventy
men, certainly an ample guard. But the chief captain
did not know how widely the conspirucy might have
extended, nor what dunger there might be of a riotous
outbreak. Less than two yearsafterward Cesarea was
for duys in the power of & mob, and less than ten years
later the streets of Jerusalem were crimson with the
blood of contending fuctions. So Lywias may have
been wise in his precautions, Spearmen two hun-

red. Literally, ‘"men holding a weapon in the right
hand,” whether it were a_javelin or a sling. Third
hour of the night. Three hours after sunset, or about
nine o'clock, 5o that they might anticipute the conepir-
acy by & night journey.

24. Provide them beasts. Probably all were
mounted in order to journey swiftly. It was a journey
of about seventy miles from Jerusalem to Cesaren.
This place wus the Romun capital of Palestine, and the
residence of the procurator. Its inhabitants were
mostly heathen, though there were nnn‘y; Jews, and a
Christian Church established by Philip the evangelist.
Only ten days before. Paul had left Cesarea to go up to
Jerusalem. Bring him safe. They journeyed the first
night as far ag Antipatris, about forty miles. Here the
spearmen and soldiers left the purty, as their services
were no longer needed, and the geventy horsemen alone
escorted Paul the rest of the way to Cesaren. To Fe.
lix. This man hud been a slave, but had been freed by
the quemr Claudius. and made ruler over the Romun
part of Pulestine, embracing Galilee, Samuria, Judea,
and Peren, the district east of the Sea of Galilee being

overned h{ “ King Agrippa.””  According to Tacitus,

delix ** wielded the power of a king with the character
of a slave,” and disgraced his rule by cruelty and lust,
He was recalled A, D, 60 by the Emperor Nero, The
governor. His Roman title was procurator, and he was
subordinate to the proconsul Quadratus, w ho ruled as
the emperor's rrhrewnmll\‘c over all Syria, having his
capital at Antioch.

HOME READINGS.

M. Paulsent to Felix, Acts 23 12-24,

7w, Paul's retinue. Acts 23. 25-35.

W,  Absalom's conspiracy. 2 Sam. 15. 7-18.
Th, Counsel against Curist. John 11. 47-57.
F. A friend in need. 1 Sam. 21,1-10.

8. Rejoicing in tribulation. 1 Pet. 4. 12-19.
8. Glorying in tribulation. Rom. 5. 1-11.

4 GOLDEN TEXT.
If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed, 1 Pet. 4. 16.
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 103, Dominion Hymnal.
Am 1 a so'dier of the cross?
A follower of the Lamb ? eto.
No. 106, Dominion Hymnal,
Must Jesus bear the cross alone,
And all the world go free? ete.
No. 102, Dominion Hymnal.
Only an armour-bearer, firmly 1 stand,
‘aiting to follow at the King's command, ete.
TIME.—In the spring of A. D. 58, immediately fol-
lowing the last lesson.
PLACES,—Jerusalem and Cesarea.
RULERS —See Lesson IV,

DOCTRINAL 10N, —God'e
ments,

instru-

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. A Cruel Conspiracy, v, 12-22.

What did certain of the Jews do ¥

What was the purpose of the conspiracy ¥

Of how many did the company consist ¥

To whom did they reveal their intention ?

How did they propose to secure Paul ¥

Who discovered the plot ¢

To whom did he reveal it ?

What course was taken by Paul ¢

To whom did the centurion take Panl's nephew ?
What charge did the chief captain give ¥

2. A Night Journey, v. 23, 24.
‘What course did the chief captain adopt ?
Why did he gend #0 many €0 diers ¥
To what ‘rluce and to whom were they sent ?
When did they start on the journey ¥

Practical Teachings.
Where does this lesson teach—
1. The cruelty of religious bigotry ¥

2. The probable exposure of «in ¥
3. The power of God to confound his enemies ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. A Cruel Conspiracy, v, 12-22,
‘Who conspired against Paul ¥
What oath did they take ¥
How many were in the conspiracy ?
To whom did they tell the plot ¥
What aid did they ask ¢
How did Paul learn of the plot ¥
What 1equest did he make ¥
What dl:l the officer do ¥
Who gave the lad u hearing ?
What plea were the Jews to make ¥
What fulse reasons were they to offer ?
What was their real purpose ¥
What counsel did the lad receive ¥

2. A Night Journey, v. 23, 24,
Whom did the chief captain summon ?
On what journey were they sent ¥
What guard were they to take ¥
Wh was put in their cIm:%e ?
Te whom was Paul to be delivered ¢

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where, in this lesson, are we shown—

1. That enmity to Christ makes men cruel ¥
2. Thai God provides for and protects his servants ?
3. That great good may be done by the humblest ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
What did ‘forty of the Jews do? Formed them-

selves into a hand,
i y swear ¢ Not to eat or drink until

hat did '\
they had killed Paul,

the even
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what did they plan to have the chief captain do ¥ 2. We learn how much good a boy may do who dares
Bring Paul before the council again. hi to do right. v. 16-22. This youth exposed himself to
What did Ilu|ey pretend this was for ¥ To try his danger, but he thereby saved & zood man's life, and

more . .
"\‘\f’h.u was lhe,!ms reason ! They wanted a chance | helped the cause of Christ.
1o kill him. i 3. We learn the importance of promptness in action.

Who heard of this plot ¢ Paul's nephew, The boy, the apostle, and the chief captain all thought

mi::edm'?-ﬂﬂf mhi"n'ﬂ.:'.'. To tell.:.h'n chief cap. | At once of what was the best thing to do, and did it
1ain, | promptly.
Wiat did the captain say to the young won Ym;' Do | 4, We learn " it some heathens are better than some
“""‘,};‘J‘T‘; "l’"‘:"h:l"'?lo',"':.". i ';::o'n'ﬂ‘l.fe:f - professed worshipers of God. v, 19-24. While the re-
What command did he give them ¥ Get rnlx two  ligious Jews were murderous, the chief captain, igno-
; ; [ and y and two ] rant of God, was just and courteous,
hundred opearmen. 5. We learn that all the schemes of men are as noth-
What { ™ ry Paul to Fellx, the Reman | ing to break one of God's promises. The Jews could

or? To o
not kili the one whom God had promised to preserve.

governor,
Where did Felix live ? In Cesarea.
What time Gid they start ¥ About nine o'clock in
the evening. [Repeat the GOLDEN TexT.)
Words with Little People.

Do you remember the * Beatitude,” which says : ) .
“ Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and perse- 1 rEMEMBER once watching some little boys learn-

cute you, und shall say ull manner of eyll wgHinst You | ine the ¢ sword exercise.” It was u pretty sight to
falsely, for my sake?" Puul meant very nearly the il

same thing in the GoLpEN TEXT. Remciber there is  Se¢ the younger of the two lift his mock sword and
no ** blessed ™ when you suffer for doirg Wrong ; then | qim a tremendous blow at his brother while the lat-
you are to be * ashamed. ter just raised his hand and veatly turned off the
descending  weapon,  This * parrying” pleased
beth parties greatly, and made quite an amusing
game for them, How different would it have been
had the blow been aimed in malice, and had the
party assailed been in peril of his life!

Our subject for to-day is the parrying of u blow.
Wo see a sharp detdly weapon aimed at an innocent
man. We see the blow parried, and those who
would have dealt it utterly foiled. Takenas a mere
narrative the story is an exciting one. Look at

The weapon aimed. 1 once had a vivid deserip-
tion given me of the manufacture of weapons at
Chatham, and of the huge furnaces and mighty ma-
chinery at work there, One picture was especially
terrible. I heard how two enormous doors opencd
in the side of a wall, disclosing a furnuce at white
heat. From either side emerged too monster arms
which seized a bar of iron, and immersed it in the
glowing {lames, to make out of it a deadly thing
which should destroy human life. But the picture
given us to-day by Luke i fur more terrible—more
than forty men, gathered together in the early morn-
ing hours to mature together the durk thouglits that
had been with them in the night. Their purpose is
| fierce enough—it is murder. But to make it more

Knglish Teacher's Notes.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. What did certain of the Jews do? * Banded
themselves together to kiil Paul”

2. Under what vow did they bind themselves to do
(his * Neither to eat nor to drink.

3. How many were there in this conspiracy ¥ More
than forty,

1. Who informed Panl of their plot? His siuter’s

son.
5. When the chief captain became aware of this plot,
what did he do ¥ He sent Paul to Felix.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

10. What is the Spirit's work in belfevers !

He enligh their mind to und d the H
bears witness with their spirits that they are the children
of God; helps their prayers; purifics them from inward
and outward sin; and fills their hearts and lives with
perfect love and every grace.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Unconscious Allies of the Gospel.
1. ENEMIES AS ALLIES,
Banded together under a curse. v. 12
“Ye thought evil....God meant....good." Gen.
50. 20. 4
“The wrath of man shall praise thee.” Psa. 76. 10.
“That same Jesus. ... Lord and Christ.”” Acts 2. 36,
I1. YouNe PEOPLE As ALLIES.

Paul’s sister’s son. v. 16, | terrible it is taken up by wild fanaticism, and im-
“The child Samuel ministered.” 1 Sam. 8. 1. mersed in the white heat of an awful curse.  They
“ David. ...smote the Philistine.” 1 Sam. 17, 49. dare toeall down on themselves the wrath of heaven

“The maid.2..of the land of Israel.” 2 Kings 5.2-4. | if they take food or drink till their purpose is

“Alad here. ... barley loaves." John 6. 9. carried out.
III.' I[-,umu.v Powkrs As ALLies, There is the weapon—horrible to behold. But
'al;:f)::l::l::m“clwa "j"’”’""’"" v how is it to reach its object? How shall the blow
“Kings to l‘:e l;rlght:le::i::(::r ‘::"d‘ “R;““' ::' ; be aimed?  The chief pricsts can help in this: they
WHekred. .. hoatd. ., Wire Ralyn:n:‘?.Act:nllo. s, | N obtain from the Roman authorities that l‘u‘ul
shall be brought onee more before the council.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. | Then the blow can be struck,

Lessons from Paul's Escape. Do not these men appear monsters of wickedness ?
1. We learn how bitter may be the hate which has its ‘ct. they were onec.hnys—chlhlrcn, learning the
ground in religious feeling. v.12-15. These people were Seriptures like those in our classcs.  Perhaps they
worshipers of God, but they were ready to murder an- \ began by planning to torment a companion, or to

other worshiper of the same God whose views were | desiroy the comfort of a ncighbor, as boys and girls
different from their own. sometimes do now.
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The weapon is aimed und ready to descend.
can the vietim escape? We sce next

The blow parried. Can Paul himself parry the
stroke? No, ferheis a prisoner in chains. What had
stood between him and the wrath of the Jews before
The Roman power. Chap. 21 31-33; 23. 10.
But that power will be uscless now, for the chicf
captain is ig t of the intention of the pi
tors, and he can hardly refuse to bring Paul once
more before the council for examination, The mat-
ter, however, has come to the cur of Paul’s young
nephew—ean he parry the blow? He hasno power
any way, no influence with either Jewish or Roman
authorities, But he does what he can ; he comes
and tells his uncle. And what can Paul dot
Nothing more thun introduce his nephew to the
men in whose hands he is a prisoner.  But the
young man’s story is listened to, and the chief
captain determines to suve Paul. But how? e
cannot refuse a rensonable request from the coun-
¢il: even the Roman soldiers cun hardly pro-
teet the prisoner from the preconcerted uttack of
over forty detormined fanatics, So the letter is
written to Felix the governor and the order is given
which conveys Paul far out of the reach of the con-
spirators. But what if the Jews discover the mat-
ter und attempt to seize Paul on the eve of depart-
ure? A strong force is ordered to escort him,
heavy-armed and light-armed men half the way,
and cavalry the whole of the journey. Every necd
is provided for. By the time that the murderers
are ready for their victim, he is in safe keeping
miles away. The blow has been effectually parried.

But who parried it? Not Paul, nor his nephew,
nor Lysias, nor the goldiers, but He who used them
all in the matter. A quick eye and a ready and
vigorous hand are needed to parry a sudden and
powerful blow. The eye of him who never slum-
bers nor sleeps watched over his servant, and the
arm of Omnipotence was ready for his defense,
The Lord parried the blow.

We can hardly imagine the feelings of the de-
feated conspirators mext morning. The priests
would probubly release them from their vow, much
in the same way as the Romish Church now grants
dispensations to her votaries. But they must have
been puzzled to account for the failure of the plan
they had prepared so earefully, It may not have
occurred to them that Christ had seen it—secn the
weapon forged and the blow aimed.

But there was one who understood this, The or-
der (o Paul to start on his night journey would beno
perplexity to him. 1le knew that Christ not only
saw all, but acted for him,

Christ sees every weapon forged by one person
against another, no matter whether it be great or
small ; hears each unkind whisper; notices every
little annoying trick ; knows every malicious plan.

Christ not only sees but acts for those who trust
in him. No weapon can do them any real harm.
“No weapon that is formed against thee shall pros-
per.” Isa, 54, 17, His eye and his arm insure their
safety.

How
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Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Begin with twonight piclures—Puaul in the castle with
his Saviour by his side ; the Jews in the temple taking
their wicked oath....Give the facts under these héads :
1.) The conspirators ; 2.) "The youth ; 8.) The chief cap-
tain ; 4.) The escape. ... Notice throughout the contrast
of ch ter : God's i ngry, cruel, without
conscience ; God's servant- calm, self-possessed, equul
to emergencies. ... What caused the difference between
them ?....Notice especially how a youth, one who was
not much older than & boy, aided in saving a 'ife, and
the good that resulted from it....Some lessons from
this story are given in “Thoughts for Young People.”
....Some illustrations of the fact that God's cause has
its unconscious helpers are given in the Analytical and
Biblical Outline....ILLUSTRATION. When the mines
were dug under the East River, at Hell Gate, north of
New York city, in order to deepen the channel, and the
time came to explode them, the officer in command took
his three-year-old child upon his knee, and caused her
to bring together the two wires which caused the ex-
plosion of tons of ammunition, and the opening of the
channel, A little child was able to be the link in a
great chain; 8o a youth was an important link in the
chain of Paul's life, and its mighty results.

References. FREEMAN's HAND-BooK. Ver. 14:
Chief priests and elders, 717, Ver. 15: The council,
718. Ver.23; The third hour, 806.

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M.

Lessox Trovenr. The Lord our Protector. Print in
large letters, * Danger, Deliverance.” Ask who the
story in our lesson is about, and bring out the thought
that Paul was one of God's children ; that he was in
danger and found deliverance, and the story was writ-
ten in God's Book for us so that when we are in danger
we may know where to look for deliverance.

PAUL IN DANGER.
Review briefly, letting children tell all they can about
the tumult, the castle to which Paul was taken, etc.
Picture Panl in prison, sleeping sweetly, and the Lord
standing by him to comfort and cheer him. What did
the Lord say to Paul while he slept ? Contrast with
another scene. Forty wicked men planning in the dark
night hours how they might Kkill Panl. A vivid pict-
ure may be drawn of the scowling faces, the flerce
threats, the angry gestures, and in contrast Paul in
chains, gleeping sweetly with sunlight in his heart and
on his face, stands out a shining proof of the beauty of
goodness, Tell the plan these men made, and how cer-
tain the wuccess of the plan seemed. Then tell the
story of Elisha's danger and deliverance as told in
2 Kings, chap. 6.
PAUL'S DELIVERANCE.

Tell how Paul was delivered in simple language, some-
thing in this way : **The next morning a young man
came to the castle. There were soldiers all about on
guard. e went up the stairs. Atthe top of the stairs
stood a soldier. The young man said, ‘ May Isee Paul **
The soldier said, ‘ Yes." Then he went in. This young
man was Paul's sister's son. We donot know his name,
but he loved Paul, and we think he was a Christian. He
said, ¢ Uncle, T have something to tell you. Forty Jews
have made a solemn promise that they will kill you.
They are going to ask to have you taken again before
the council, and when you are on the way they will
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spring outund kill you.' " Tell the rest of the story in
like simple style. It will requirestudy, but the children
will be intensely interested,

OUR DANGER AND DELIVERANCE.
How muny enemies had Paul ¥

The same evil spirit who set
Puul's enemies at work inspires
ours. Paul had a good friend in
the cay We have a strong-
er Captain—Jesue, One who
Joved Paul was sent to wurn him
of da Parents, friends,
teachers, are sent warn us. Enemies use swords,
The Lord offers 1d. Jesus is our shield, our hid-

ing-place.
sson Word-Pictures.

wgry faces, and this clamor of wrath-

Why a
ful voic who are these men lifting their hands
and swe ; solemn oaths ¥ Hark ! Defore God they |

call heavy curses down upon their heads if the blood of
a fellow-being be not found on their hands ! And until
the blood of Paul is on the hand, neither food nor drink
ghall be in the mouth ! And now they have separated
In an excitable troop they rush to chief priests and
elds They repeat their horrid oath. Will the chief
priests and elders make a net to trip up the victim on
the morrow ? Men hungry for their dinner will
quickly <huke the net and slaughter the prey.
row, it is urranged that he net shall be spread. The
apostle is to be brought before the holy Sanhedrin,
and then what a pious teed will be quickly wrought ¥
What feasting after it! Ius God forgotten his im-
prisoned child # Will no bird fly with the story of this
bloody plot, no wind whisper it? There ix a young
man hurrying to the castle-gate. He looks not behind
him in his haste. He is allowed to pass the sentinels.
He seeks the prisoner, and Paul's nephew spreads before
him the nssassin's purpose. Where is the chief eap-
tain? Let the story be told to him. Trey are to-

gether, the officer leading the younz man to yonder |

dusky, secluded corner, and then he bends down to
cateh thix horrible plot told in suppressed tones, The
officer, as he listens, starts, frowns, compresses his lips.

— v o-—
A.D. 58, LESSON X. PAUL BEFORE
Acts 24, 10-27.  [Commil to memory verses 14-16.]

10 Then Paul, after that the gov-
ernor had beckoned unto him to
speak, answered, Forasmuch as 1
know that thon hast been of many
years a judge unto this nation, I do
the more cheerfully answer for my-
self :

11 Because that thou mayest un-
derstand, that there are yet but
twelve days since I went up to Je-
ru’sa-lem for to worship,

12 And they neither found me in the temple disputing
with any man. neither raising up the people, neither in
gogues, nor in the city :

13 Neither can they prove the things whereof they
now accuse me.

14 But this 1 confess unto thee, that after the way
which they eall heresy. so worship I the God of my
fathers. Lelieving all things which are written in the
law and in the prophets :

15 And have hope toward God, which they them-
sclves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of
the dead. both of the just and unjust.

16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a
conscience void of offense toward God. and toward men.

17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my
nation. and offerings.

18 Whereupon certain Jews from A’si-a found me

We, too, have many enemies, |

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BAN NER. 7

To-mor- |

————————————

“ell no man." he is saying to the young messenger.
But what is that order to the centurions—horsemen thut
will go clattering through the silent streets nt night,
heavy-armed soldiers with weapons clanking, spear-
men pressing forward with firm tramp, and in the
midst of this bund a prisoner securely riding? Do the
more than forty couspirators know of this ¥ What
hungry men there will be on the morrow, and mad a7
well a8 hungry !

Blackboard,

BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Where was Paul ?  [Point
What were within?  Chains.

BLACKBOARD QUESTIUNS,
to center of the board.]
What wos without? Peril. What was that peril
[Some one gcholar or teacher answer.] School all read
the sentence at the top. * Be of good cheer.” Who
was it said that to Paul the night previons ? The Lord
stood by Paul. Read the sentence ot the bottom of the
board, and speak of the unconscious ingtruments of
God—the mob, the oath-bound band, the young man,
and the chief eaptain, all pointing towurd the road to
Rome, where the Lord had said Paul should testify of
him.

PAUL'S PERIL.

1 WAS FOR IIM. i
40 WERE AGAINST 1M,
470 SOLDIERS WITH HIM

WHICH WAS GREA’

WHY !
WHERE?
EST?

FELIX. [March 8.

puri l\lml in the temple, neither with multitude, nor with
tumult,

19 Who onght to have been here before thee, and ob-
ject, if they had anght against me.

20 Or else let these same here say, if they have found
any evil doing in me, while I gtood before the council,

21 Except it be for this one voice, that T cried stand-
ing among them, Touching the vesurrection of the dead
I am called in question by you this day.

22 And when Fe/lix heard these things, having more
perfect knowledge of that way. he deferred them,
and said, When Ly’si-as the chief captain shall come
down, 1 will know the uttermosgt of your matter,

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and
to let Aim have liberty, nand that he should forbid
none of his acquaintance Lo mimster or come unto him.

24 And after certain days when Felix eame with his
wife Dru-silfla, which was & Jew 7ess, he sent for Paul,
and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.

25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered,
Go thy way for this time ; when I have a convenient
senson, 1 will enll for thee.

26 He hoped also that money should have been given
him of Paul, that he might loose him : wherefore he
sent for him the oftener and communed with him,
Por’ci-us Fes/tus eame into
Ferlix's room : and Feslix, willing to show the Jews u
pleasure, left Paul bound.
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General

<t time, Paul stands in chains hef a RRo-
used by his own people. The triul is
1, and upon the

For the fi
man tribur
held in the judgment hall at Cesur
bench sits as judge the careless, unjust, and sensual Fe-

, & slave lifted to a throne. Paul's accus '
heard. but their charges are seattered to the w
his manly, dignified defense. He usserts, w hat no wit-
nesses can disprove, his orderly, lnw-abiding conduet, |
yet boldly owns himself to be a disciple of Jesus Christ,
through whom he looks for the resurrection from the |
d . The judge sees plainly that the prisoner is inuo- !
cent, but with desire to win pof:ulnrm' from the Jews,
remands him to the prison until other witnesses can be ‘
summoned. Here l{w great apostle languishes for two |

Explanatory and Pra feal

Verse 10, Then Paul. Tertullus, the ndvoeate of
Paul’s accusers, had made his plea, and the apostle rose
to answer it. 'The governor. See the note on Felix
with verse 24 of the last lesson. Beckoned him. Lit- |
erally, ** nodded to him." The haughty ruler gave a
nod to the chained prisoner, little dreaming that only
through that same prisoner he would ever be known to
coming ages, Forasmuch as 1 know. The speech of
Tertullus is loaded down with hypocritical flatteries :
Paul compliments the governor only on the dura-
tion of his rule, which has given him opportunity to
become acquainted with the suhjects in dispute. or
many years a judge, Sixorseven y ars, much longer
than most rulers of Palestine in those turbulent times.
Answer for myself. The Rev. Ver., * make my de-
fense,” or * vindicate myself.” (1) The Christian can

be both courteous and sincere to all men.

11. Thereare yet but twelvedays.  As his depart-
ure from Cesared s a pilgrim and his return thither as
a prisoner were but nine days t, it behooved his
enemies to prove that all the crimes with which they
charged him could have been committed in so short i
time. 1 went up. From that very city of Cesarea in
which he now stood on trial. To worship. One who
had gone up to worship would not wish to profune the |
temple. |

12. Neither found me in the temple. He had gone
to lhe.lelnple as a worshiper and in fulfillment of the
Nazarite's vow, and_not to stir up strife. Raising up
the people. Rev. Ver. “stirring up a crowd.” It
was they who had excited the tumult, not the
apostle. Nelther in the synagogues. These were l
the local meetings for reading the law and exhortation §
which Paul could not have visited during his brief stuy,
for he vas most of the time in the temple.

13. Neither can they prove. Here was the pith
of the case. They had made vague, wild assertions
against Paul, hoping that the governor might be influ-
enced to condemn him without trial, as donbtless he
would have done, but for his Roman citizenship. They
very well knew that their charges could not be proven
under the Roman law.

14. Bat this I confe They had charged that he
was *a ringleader of the sect of I?IP, Nuzarenes." This
he was not ashamed to own, for in it he was but following
the religion of his futhers and the ands of hisown
conscience. After the way. he * appears to
have been the current term for the fellowship of the
Gospel hefore the word ** Christinn * was generally
accepted, Which they eall heresy. Rev. Ver,
o wln_vh they eall a gect.” The word in the original is
that from which Zeresy is derived, and ig the one trans-
lated seef in verse 5, They had called the believers ** a
sect,” and Paul does not disown the name, for it meant
simply a school of religious opinion. o worship 1.
Rev. Ve S0 serve 1:" u word including worship,
but wider in meaning. ‘The God of my fathers, le
wits not a schismatic, nor un apostate. He served the
God that Abrahiam, and Moses, and David had served ;
and believed in the Mesgiah for whom they had hoped.
Believing all things. [le declared himself to be a
true Jew, and denied that in accepting Jesus ns the
Christ he had forsaken the faith of fathers. To
him, the Old Testament Seriptures were not less, hut
greater, than they had been. (2) Let us ever be ready to
own Christ as our Master. (3) Al God's wople,in every

e and land, have been members of one true Chureh.
d) The germs of @l religious truth are to be found in
the Old Testament.

mtate

| o which Paul re

| know to be wrong,

| the poorer disciples in Judea, and one of his e

yeurs, cheered by the companionship of tried friends,
and by the visits of the Cesarean Church, Oue scene of
that time stands pictured by Luke's pen. Itisthati
which Paul the prisoner st 1ds in one of the chambers
of the pulace to give an account of the Gospel to Felix
and his guilty companion, Drusilla, He does not re-
buke ; he reasons ; setting before his heurers, not their
crimes, but the standard of God's law, by which they
might us in a glass behold themselves guilty. To an
ungodly man he discoursed of righteousness ; to & pair
swullowed up in lust, he showed self-control ; to world-
lings he presented the judgment to come, until the ruler
grew pale under his prisoner’s ey d bade him await
u convenient seagon, which never came.

Notes.

15. Have hope toward God. That is, a hope
founded on God's pron and e cting realization
through God's power, They themselves also allow,
Rev. Ver., **look for.” The hope of the res irrection,
, was cherighed not only by the
Pharisees, but by the mu~s of the Jewish people. A
resurrection of the dead. Some modern critics tell
us that the Old Tests ment gives no thought of a life to
come of of & resurrection. But here was an ancient
student, und with him @ whole people, who found
in the old Testament their warrant for a firm be-
lief in immortality. Just and unjust. A hint, which
Felix might well consider, that the unjust judge on
earth shall stand before & supreme tribunal,

16. Herein.
Do 1 exercise mysell.
“ It is always term-time
A conscience void of offt

In view of this hope of a resurrection.

I endeavor. havealways.
in the court of conscience.'
ense, The conscience does

! not tell us what is right, but urges us to do what we

know to be right, and to rebuke us for doing what we

Toward God and toward men.
Many who ure faithful to duty as between man and
man are strangely neglectful of their duties towurd
God ; which are fur more important. (5 Owr beliefs
should not only enter into the mind, but also be wrought
out in the life. () Every man should follow his own
conscience, not other men's opinions.

17. After many years. Four years had paseed
«ince his last briel visit to Jerusalem. at the close of
his second missionary journey. Acts 18.22. 'T'o bring
alms, This ie the only mention in the Acts of the
contribution so often referred to in the epistles. Paul
had taken among the Gentile Christians a collection for

unds
to Jerusalem had been to present it to the Church.
And offerings. The sacrifices which he offered in the
temple in fulfiliment of the Nazarite's vow.

18, 19, Certain Jews from Asin. (See Notes on
Lesson VI, verse 27.) These were Jews from procon-
sular Asia, the district around Ephesus, who had en-
countered Paul in the sYNagogues of that city. ‘oun
me purified. Not inciting a tumult, nor violating the law,
hat fulfilling the ceremonial observances of purillcullon.
Who ought. Thesentence in the original is broken in
such & manner a8 to suggest ** They fonnd me purified
in the temple ; not these who make the charge, but
certain Jews from Asia, who ought to have been here
in person,” ete. Here before thee. It was the Roman,
as it is the modern, usage for the ncensed and the ac-
cusers to be brought fuce to face ; but these Asiatic
Jews, who were Paul's real accusers. had not shown
themselves in his trinl. (7) Observe how in the hour of
need Christ makes his follower more than a match for
his adversaries.

20, 21. Let these same here. The representatives
of the council, who were pr at, not the Asiatic Jews.
Any evil doinz. Rev. Ver what wrong-doing they
found.” Paul calls upon them to testify, not to hearsay
reports, but to their own knowledge, and refers to the
only time when he had met these men, in the council,
a few days before, stood before the council.  As re-
Jated in Lesson VIIL Except it be, The only charge
that could be sustained was, that before the council he
had avowed his belief in the resnrrection of the dead |
and that this had been followed by a riot, not of his
friends, but among themselves As Meyer says, there
wais **u holy ivony ™ in this decluration.

22, Having more perfect knowledge. The Rev.

R
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Ver. is, ‘* having more exact knowledge concerning the
way,' that is, the Gospel, and its followers., From this,
and from his desire to hear Paul ** concerning the fuith
in Christ,” it is evident that Felix knew more than
most Ioman rulers about Christiy ‘) He was living
at Cesurea, where a Gentile Church had been founded
wmong Roman soldiers (Acts 10), and the rupid growth
of the Gospel was now making it promivent in the em-

ire. Deferred them. Adjourned the caxe until the

] p ry
::lliel' captain Lysias, who had arrested Puul in the tem- | from on high.

ing. Temperance. Here meaning self-control, or the
mustery over ‘msaiun, uppetite, and lust ; a bold mes
suge to the guilty pair whom he addressed. Judgment
to come. He warned the unjust governor, whose
hands were stained with blood, of u trinl when Felix
himself would stand before u Judge whose sentence
should be for eternity.  Paul’s sermon was bold, prac-
ticul, and adapted to the character of his hearers. (9) Zie
who preaches the Gospel needs the courage that comes

law should be proclaimed before

(10)
Jle, could bring more information, This may have the Gospel.  Felix trembled, Rev. Ver,, ** Was terri-

heen only a pretext, for he could eusllf' see thut the
chaiges ngainst Paul had not been susta ned. |

23. Commanded a centurion,  7he centurion,
(Rev. Ver.), probably the one who hud brought him from
Jerusalem. To keep . He wus responsible for
his safety, and probubly kept him chained to a soldier,
but not confined to a cell. Let him have liberty,
Rather, as in Rev. Ver., indulgence, with such favor s
would be vonsistent with sufe-keeping. rbid none
of his acquaintance. We may picture the visits of
Luke. who perhaps at this time wrote his Gospel, or
made preparation for it ; of Aristarchus, who wus with
the apostle both before and ufter this time ; und of
Philip and his family, who lived in Cesurea.

24. With his wife Drusilla. She was the sister of
the * King Agrippa’ of the next chapter, and like all
the Herodian women, handsome, but wicked. She is
called the wife of Felix by courtesy. for she had left her
Jawful husband to live with him. -~ She perished in the
eruption of Vesuvius, AD.79. A Jewess, By birth,
education, and belief, but far below the morals of hon-
est Judaisim.,  He sent for Paul,  From idle curiosity
to learn concerning the Gospel from its leading advo-
cate, mingled, perhaps, with a slight (lnlckenlnu of con- |
ccience. ‘The faith in Christ. Here meaning the |
traths which were held by believers in Christ. (8) In-|
quiry may lead to salvation, or it may only load the in-
quirer with greater guilt.

|

25, He reasoned, In public Panl treated Felix as a |
il‘ndze . in private he preached to him as & sinner. |
ighteousness. This refers to all ‘moral duties, both |
toward God and man, in which Felix wag utterly want- ]

—

HOME READINGS.
M. Paul before Felix. Acts 24. 10-27.
7w, Tertullns's speech, Acts 24. 1-0.
W. Faith with chastisement. Teb. 12. 1-14.
Th. A good conscience. 1 Pet. 3. 13-22.
F. Law of love. 1John3. 1-24.
S, No fear of man. Dan. 6. 10-17.
S. True worship. Psa, 29.1-11.

GOLDEN TEXT.
A consclence void of offense toward God, and to-
ward men,  Acts 24. 16,

LESSON HYMNS,
o, 658, Dominion Hymnal.

Come, every soul by sin oppreseed,
There's mercy with the ﬂrd, ete.

No, 59, Dom‘nion Hymndl,

Give np all for Jesus,
Weary child of sin, eto.

No. 107, Dominion Hymnal.

Stand up ! stand up for Jesus!
Ye soldiers of the cross, eto.

TIME.—This leseon extends through two years,
from A. D. 58-60.

PLACE.—Cesarea, the Roman capital of Palestine.

RULERS,—While Paul was a prisoner Felix was re-
called, and Porcivs Festus was appointed Procurator of
Palestine ; Ananias was deposed from the high- riest-
hood, and Ishmael took his place ; Quadratus, refect
of Syria, died, and was succeeded by Corbulo Nero,
the wickedest of the emperors, was still reigning at

me

) CTRINAL SUGGESTION,—The power of conscience.

fied.” It was an inward trembling, rather than out-
ward, yet Felix may have his fear upon his face. Ge
thy way. He was not angry with Paul for his fuith-
fulness, but he was not willing at once to follow his
counsels. A convenient season. A conve ent sea-
son for hearing. not for repentance, for there was no
Mi,:u of true penitence in his conduct. (1) There are
still many Felizes in the congregation listening o ser-
MONS.

26. He hoped also that money. Te knew that
Paul was a lender among the Christiang, that he had
brought money to Jerusalem, and that there was a
strong bond of union among the disciples, but he had no

| thought of the high principles inculcated in the Gospel,

which would forbid bribery. Given him, Though to
receive u bribe wus contrary to Roman law, yet it was
thoroughly in accord with the despicable character of
Felix, as drawn by all the historians of that duy.

27. After two years, Two years of weary impris-
onment for the apostie. Ttis remarkable that we have
no epistles written at that time. Perhaps his frame
needed its enforced rest, or he may have uided Luke in
the preparation of his Gospel. Porcius Festus, He
succeeded Felix in 60 A.D., and wus a_just and fair rul-
er, but died in less than two years, Show the Jews a
easure. Rev. Ver., * desiring to gain favor with the

ews.” His desire was to escape accusation before the
emperor for his misrule, but Le failed, was churged with
crime Ly the Jews, and would have been condemned but
for the influence of his brother Pallus, Left Paul
bound. Chained to a soldier, but not all the time con-
fined to a cell.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. A Good Confession, v. 10-16.
Before whom was Paul brought ?
What charges were preferred against Paul ¢
Tlow did Paul answer to the first charge ¥
How does he reply to the second ¥
In what did he profess belief
2. A Plain Statement, v. 17-21.
T'o what charge does Paul now reply ?
For what did Paul ra to the temple ¥
Whom did he say should have appeared against him ?
Of what was their absence a proof ¥
To whom did Paul allude in verse 20 ¢
What only thing could they bring against him ?
3. A Long Delay, v. 22-21.
On what pretext did Felix postpone the case ?
On what did Paul discourse ¢
Wh{ did not Felix release Paul ?
Still later. why did he leave him a prisoner ?

Practical Teachings.
How does this lesson show—
1. The ge of a good i
2. The advantage of right-doing ¥
3. The advantage of the truth ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE BCHOLARS.

1. A Good Confession, v. 10-16.
‘At whose invitation did Paul speak ?
‘What encouraged him ¥
Where had Paul been ¥
‘What charges did he deny ?
What confession did he make ?
stained him ¥
ruled him ?
2. A Plain Statement, v. 17-21.
'On what errand had Panl gone to Jerusalem ?
Whose absence did he censure ¥
What challenge did Paul give ¥
What did he admit ¥

b S
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3. A Long Delay, v

Where in this lesson are we shown—

* 2. The power of divine trath ¥

‘Who postponed the trial ¥

To whose charge was Paul committed ¥

What privileges were granted him ¥

On what occasion was he recalled ¥

Tow was Felix affected by his argument ¥

What excuse did he make for sendin him away ¥
Why was Paul often brought before ‘elix ¥

How long was Paul left a prisoner ¥

For what reason ¥

‘feachings of the Lesson,
4 9

1. The boldness of & clear conscience ?

3. The excuses of a worldly-minded man ?

FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

| QUESTIONS
Before ‘

A few days after, where was Paul brought ¥
Felix for trial.
What had the Jews told Felix about Paul ¥ A great
many lies. [Read your Lesson Story carefully.]
How long did Paul Fui' it had been siuce he went to |
Jerusalem ¢ Only twelve days t
What did this prove ¥ That he hat not had time |
to do 50 many Wrong things. |
How did he say hehad tried tolive ¥
as 10 have—|Repeat GOLDEN TeXT.)
What more did he tell Felix ¥ All that took place
in the tem
Did Felix believe him ¢ He did.
What did he do with him # Ordered him to be kept
in prison, but trented Kindly.
Why did he not let him go?
the Jews,
Had he any other veason ¥ He hoped to get money
for setting him free.
I\\'Iml kind of a man do you think Felix was ¥ And
why ¥
A few days after, what did he do? Sent for Paul
to speak to him and his wife,
What did Paul talk about ¥

thing.
What else ¢ ‘The day when we shall have to stand

before God and be judged.
How did it make Felix feel ?
him away.
Two years after. where did Festus, the new governor,
find him ¢ Bound in the prison.

Insuch a way .

He wanted to please

Doing right in every

He trembled, and sent

Words with Little People.

It is a great, solemn truth, dear children, that Christ
will eertainly come to be our judge some day. Does it
make you tremble a.d feel ufraid to think that ** he will
bring every work into judgment with every secret
thing ¢"* Those wicked things you tried to hide from
wmother and father and every one. You need not be
afraid if you will remember thut Christ came first to
save you. He will forgive all your sins before that great
day. O ask him to keep your hearts clean every day,
and then you will not fear himas your Judge, because he
is your Saviour.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.]

1. Of what did Paul say he had hope ? Of the res-
urrection of the dead.

2. Paul exercised himself to have what ¢
science void of offense.”

3. Of what did Paul reason before TPelix ? * Right-
eousness, temperance, and judgment to come.”

4. What effect had thison Felix ¢ He trembled.

5. How long did Felix keep Paul in prison? Twe
years,

“A con-

\ 11. Where 18 the Spirit sa
Romans viii. 16; Galatians iv
12. What is declared of his he
Romans viii. 26, [Ephesians vi

1. I do the more cheerfully answer. V.

8. Neither foun’ v

M QUESTION.

id to bear this witness !
.63 1 John iii. 24
Iping us in prayer}
i, 18 ; Jude 20.)

CATE

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLY K.
«Bold in Christ,” Philemon 8.
A CHEERFUL ANSWER.

10.
+ Ready always to give an answer.” 1 Pet. 8.15.

2. 1 went up t0:...worship. v. 11.

+ In spirit and in trathg® John 4. 23, A*6.
disputing. v.12.

« About words to no profit.”” 2 Tim. 2
4. Neither vaising up -the people. V. 12.

« No brawlers, but gentle.” Titus 3.2

| 1I. A FRANK AVOWAL.

1. This I confess unto thee. v. 14.
« Not ushamed of the Gospel.”
2. So worship I.... God. v. 14
“Looking unto Jesus. Heb. 12. 2.
3. Believing all things written. v. 14
e will is truth,” John 17.17.
4. Dave hope toward God. V. 15.
A lively hope.” 1 Pet. 1. ¢
5. A conscience void of olfense. V. 16.
*¢ A pure heart ...good conseience.” 1 Tim. 1. 5.

Rom. 1.

111. A PowERFUL ARGUMENT.

1. Reasoned of righteousness.
“ Which is of God by faith.'
2. Temperance. v.25.
“Keep thysell pure.” 1 Tim. 5. 2.
8. Judgment to come. V. 25.
« Give account. ...to God.” Rom. 14. 12.
4. Felix trembled. V..
« Be troubled, ye care

lhiL 3.9.

Jess ones.” Tsa, 82. 11

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Tokens of a True Christian.

1. The true Christian is cheerful in trial, for he
knows that his Saviour is Ly his side. v. 10.

2. The true Christian i¢ quiet, orderly, and law-abid-
ing in his conduct, for he remembers that God's eye is
upon him, v. 11-13.

8. The true Christian is always ready to confess
Christ, even in presence of Christ's enemies. V. 1.

4. The true Christian believes all things that are
written in the Scriptures. v. 1.

8. The true Christian cherishes a
and lives in view of it. v. 15.

6. The true Christian seeks always to enjoy a clear
conscience toward God and man. v. 16.

7. The true Christian is faithful in speaking against
gin, and in seeking to save sinners. v. 25.

hope of eternal life,

—

English Teacher's Notes.
1 read an odd story once of a woman who wis

hbors for her forbidding

famous among her neig
spiteful tongue. A

countenance and her sharp,
| tradesman who lived opposite to her, and who had
| often suffere from her angry speech, conceived the
| idea of laving a pigture painted of this woman,

———
which whe
There was
portrait rej
very merr)
found it ou
was intoler
and most
it was a go
she habity
that it was
In our
were brou
selves, an
which the
The fir
judgment-
about hin
ernor a J
pestilent
leader,” ©
A bluck
original n
upon hin
declared |
portrait 0
courteous
citement
Why was
ure of h
seience t
Now |
governor
for the J
with, 4
of God, |
dealing
sclf-rest!
the door
condemn:
rises up
broken
has def
pressed
extortio
picture
own o
done it,
is not
hibited
been he
that Ge
He dw
stop to
his
dism!
But
He kn
tullus
which
three ¢
sight,
when
“abl




SUNDAY-SCHOOL BA

———————
which when finished he hung in his shop window.
There was no mistaking whom the ugly, forbidding
sresented, and all the passers-by made
over the likeness, When the woman
furious. She saw that the face
distorted by anger and malice,
$he knew that

portrait ref
very merry
found it out she was
was intolerably ugly,
and most repulsive in every way.
it was a good likeness of herself.
she habitually looked. IHer looking-glass told her
that it was correct.

In our passage for to
were brought face to fuce with a portrait of them-
selves, and we have to notice the different effect
which the pictures had upon each of them.

The fist was Puul. As he stood before the
judgment-seat of Felix with his encmies round
about him, Tertullus, the orator, drew for the gov-
ernor & portrait of his prisoner. Look at it—*a
pestilent fellow,” * a mover of sedition,” *a ring-
leader,” one who attempted * to profane the temple.”
A bluck picture indeed, and if any thing like the
original no wonder that men clumored for vengeance
apon him,  The Jews who stood round about
| that it was correct. What effect had this
portrait on the prisoner ? Look at his words—ealm,
courteous, cheerful, no anger, no bitterness, no ex
citement he just gives a plain statement of his ease.
Why was he utterly unmoved by the repulsive pict-
ure of himself exhibited by Tertullus ¢ His con-
science told him it was not true.

declarec

Now look at the other man, Felix, the Roman
governor. He sits at ease in his palace, listening
for the Jewish prisoner he has sent for to converse
with. And Puul is speaking to him from the law
of God, telling of what that law requires, of upright
dealing hetween man and man, of self-control and

sclf-restraint in the appetites and passions, and of |

the doom that hangs over those whom the holy law
condemns, And right before the « yes of Felixthere
rises up his own portrait. He secs a man who has
broken that holy law again and again, & man who

has defrauded his neighbor, a man who has op- |

pressed the poor, who has enriched himself by
estortion, a man dishonest, eruel, impure—a horrible
picture! But who has drawn it? Not Paul; his
own conscience, awakened by Paul's words, has
done it, and can attest the truth of the likeness, 1t
is not like the portrait Tertullus drew of Paul, ex-
hibited before the eyes of other men, But Felix bas
been hearing of the * judgment to come,” and knows
that God sees it. And o the picture terrifies him.
He dare not go on looking at it. He must put a
stop to the words that have called it up, and quiet
his conseience. 8o the preacher of righteousness is
dism s

But had Paul never trembled at his own portrait?
He knew that the picture drawn of him by Ter-
tullus was false, but had he never seen a true one
which could dismay him? Surely yes, during those
three dark days at Damascus when he was ** without
sight, and neither did eat nor drink” (chap. 9. 9) 3
when he saw himself as the ** chief of sinners,”
g blasphemer, a persecutor, and injurious.” 1 Tim,

Shesaw herself as |

-day we sce two men who |

NNER. 79
11,13, 15.  But the terrible lines of that portruit had
been efficed by the eleansing blood of Christ, and
though the * chief of sinners” remained, it was @
sinner washed, a sinner pardoned, a sinner justified,
a sinner saved and made an heir to glory. Rom. 8.
| 26, ete. Waus there then no danger that the por-
{rait might become aguin disfigured by sin? Cer-
tainly, we learn from Rom. 7. 18, ete., that there
was.  Yet there was provision for this need: Whs
shall deliver me? 1 thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” And so Puulcould say: * Herein
do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience
void of offense toward God, and toward men.”
Let our Loys and girls ask themselves this ques-
| tion: What if a true portraitof me were placed be-
fore my eyes—should I like it? Should I like others
to sce it ¢ Should I be dismayed at tho thought that
God sces it? Would conscience reprouch me for it?
It was a fine and shrewd saying of America’s mur-
dered President, that in all things he must have the
approval of James Garfield, because it was unen-
duruble to eat, drink, and sleep with a man whom
you disapproved. It was declaring in another form
that he must have a portrait of himself which con-
science would not condemn. It isa terrible thing
to shut one’s eyes, a8 Felix did, to one’s own por-
trait. If we can hide sinful features from our own
gight, and even from the sight of others, we cannot
hide them from the sight of God. Better feel the
bitterncss and burden of them, as Paul did at
Damascus, and get the hateful likeness blotted out
in the blood of Christ.

i

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class.
1In the teachers' meeting the lesson may be considered
under ** the Five W ...1. When? How long after
the last lesson ¢ How account for the twelve daye ?
How long period iu the lesson ?....2 Where? The
place, location, history, Bible imcidents, present condi-
tion ?....3. Who? Paul,and his character ¥ Felix, und
his character ?....4. What? The events and facts of
the lesson, with the difficulties suggested by them
5. What then ? Our interest in this lesson, what we may
learn from it ¢. ... For the class, see Thoughts for Young
People. ...Show in Paul some of the traits of character
which the Gospel will impart, and in Felix the evil of
indecision in religion. . .Dwell upon the importance of a
promptand a right choice, and the danger of delay.. .
| ILLUSTRATIONS. On the duy when Julius Cmsar was
assassinated he received a letter, which he put aside,
saying, ** Business to-morrow."” That letter contained
a warning of his danger, and if he had read it at once
| his life might have been saved....The longerthe delay,
the heavier tho price, and the less the reward of re-
ligion. A sybilcame into the presence of Tarquin, king
of Rome, with nine books of prophecy, for which she
1 demanded a great price. Being refused, she went away,
| destroyed three books, and returned with six, for which
| she asked a still higher sum of money. Again refused,
che came back a third time with only three volumes,
for which she demanded thrice as much as for the whole
nine, They were purchased, and found to be of price-
Jess value. Such is salvation. At its greatest price itis
infinitely precious, but the longer it is postponed the
harder it is to be won,
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Lesson Word-Pictures. \

Ah, Felix, you sit there in your governor's chair as |
the representative of proud, imperial Rome, your con-

science drowsy over your flagrant sins;

know that an earthquake is on
ccience that will shake it up and humble you, though

Rome is at your back ? No sign of humiliation to-day. |
Your frowning Roman guards near you—how you look

down upon and contemn this petty Jewish squabble that |
There is Ananias, the high-priest,

its way to your con-

1:as come hefore you !
with « lip curled in greater pride thun yours
despise him and hie restless, quernlous elders !
Pertullus, that soft-tongued orator w ho is pasting the
salve of his flattery over your sing—you have small re-
spect for him. This Jew before you, this criminal
chained to his Roman guard, this so-called Paul und the
object of the
contemptible elde
certainly do not fear him.
him. Let him be in & ce

rs—what do you think of him? You
No earthquake packed in
nturion's generous carve till
** Lysias, the chief captain, ghall come down.” Clear
the hall of this swarm of fanatics! Away they g0,
Il;un.',hl_\'.(:reslf;nl]en Ananias, sneering elders, that salve- '
box, Tertullus, Paul, in o short time you may come
again, and what ¥ Pr ch Christ before Felix and Dru- |
silla ! Does Felix realize what he is loing when he
sends for Paul? Does Drusilla ¢ There they sit on
the appointed day, Felix the governor burdened with
his sins, and at his side the beautiful Drusilla 1 wrried
by Felix when the Jawful wife of another man. Be- |
fore them is that plain, serious Jew, the lender of &

How his eyes kindle as he tells of his beloved Jesus ! |
How his voice rings out ! His sentences, charged with
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, ure
shot straight home. What is the matter, Felix ¥ Why
do yon tremble ! Is the earthquake under your con-
science, arousing and ejecting from their graves ugly
old v Stop, Paul, stop! The Roman governor is
waving his band. Enough, enough ! He will ** call for
thee™ at *'a convenient geason.” The hall is quickly |
deserted, and back to their graves in the soul of Felix
gink the ugly memories that have arisen to trouble him.
Will they not awake and come forth again ?

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M.

Lesson Tuovent. The Voice of God in the Soul.

INTRODUCTORY. Question upon the last lesson and
tell enough of the intervening history to make a con-
nected story in the minds of the children. Speak of
the little army, four hundred and geventy men that
guarded Paul on his way to Cesarea. Tell that he was
going there to be tried before Felix, the Roman gov-
ernor. Tell that Paul's enemies went to Cesaren t00,
to make charges against him. Ask if any of the chil-
dren have ever been in court. Give some idea of what
it is like—the prisoner before the judge—the accusers
—the people looking on.

PAUL'S DEFENSE.

Teach that people who are brought to trial have done
wrong, usually § but Paul was here brought to be judged
because he had done right. So his accusers had to tell
lies about him. What did Paul say in reply ? Only
the truth. He told just what he had done, and denied
the false charges. Tell how calmly he spoke. He was
not angry when he was falsely accused. He pitied the

CHOOL
| wicked men who told fulsehoods about him.
result of the trial, picturin
receiving his dear friends,
but do you | Luke, and perhaps others, who were
S0 Puul could still pre:

Tell thé children that Felix was &
wis once &

| places,
| he was asked to do.
| little while Felix sent for him to come
him and his wicked young W ife Drusilla.
Paul talk about ¥ Their sins ¥ No. but the pure and
holy Jesus, who came (0 e
Then he spoke of Jesus
hate of that contemptible Ananias and his who would ’llnl give up their sins.
tremble. Why ¥

to death,

| will wait a while longer

i | is God's voice.
R ge sect W v Nazarene, 3 i
strange sect who follow the despised Nazarene Jesus. | yriich one do we want to be like ?

BAN NER.

Tell the
g Paulin a pleasant room,
Philip and Timothy and
also at Cesareq.
‘h the Gospel, though a prisoner.

FELIX MEARING PAUL.

great sinner. He
awve but had been set free, und put in high
because he was willing to do any wicked things
After Paul had been in Cesaren @
and speak to
What did

be the Savionr of si

as the holy Judge of those
This made Felix
He was afraid of gin, because it leads

But he said, *1 will not give it up now 1

GOD'8 VOICE TO US.

Paul was God's voice to Felix
God had put a voice into his
soul, but Felix had not listened
toit. Now ithad grown so faint
that he could not hear it. Tell
that we are in danger of stifling
God's voice as Felix did. If we
do not obey it, it will cense to
speak. Teach that conscience
Paul obeyed it; Felix disobeyed.

Blackboard,

BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

Do.NOTWAITFOR A" CONVENIENT

f’)[AfoNN ! S \
STRIKE WHILE THE :
{RON IS HOT!

There i8 danger in delay. Felix trembled, but said,
“@o thy way." 1f you feel a conviction of sin unpar-
doned, do not wait for a convenient season j now ie the
accepted time. The anvil represents the present NOW.
Conviction 18 the iron, waiting for the hammer of re
pentance. 1f you delay, the iron will grow cold.

| YOU SAY NOW,

P
TO-DAY %GO THY WAY,"

GOD MAY SAY THEN,
“GO THY WAY."

JUDGMENT \
DAY
PAUL'S PREACHING
(Draw an arrow)
Aimed at the consciences of men.

3 Eepec
customs |
wherelore
4 Mym
first amor
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A.D. 60.)
<18, [Commit to memory verses 16-18.]
Acts 26. 1 ( 1 Then A-grip’pa said unto Paul,
PEAKING| Thou art permitted to speuk for
thyself. Then Paul stretehed forth
the hand, and answered for him-

self
21 think myself happy, king

Bgrﬂ“’- A-grip/pa, because 1 vhall answer
GRIP” for myself this day before thee
ﬂ touching all the things whereof I

am accused of the Jews :
3 Especially because 1 know thee to be expert in all
customs and questions which are among the Jews:
wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently.

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the
first ainong mine own nation at Je-ru’sa-lem, know all
the Jews |

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they wonld
teatify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion
1 lived & Phar’i-see.

¢ And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the
promise made of God unto our fathers :

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instant]
serving God day and night, hope to come. For whic
hope’s eake, King A-grlﬂl’vu. I am accused of the Jews.

8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with
you, that God should raise the dead ?

9 1verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many
things cunlr;nr{ to the name of Je’sus ol Naz’a reth.

10 Which thing I also did in Je-ru’sa-lem : and many

LESSON XI. PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA.

81

[March 15.

of the suints did I shut up in prison, having received
authority from the chief priests ; and when they were
put to death, I gave my voice against them.

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and
compelled them to blaspheme ; and, being exceedingly
mad against them, 1 persecuted them even unto strange
cities,

12 Whereupon as 1 went to Da-mas’cus with au-
thority and commission from the chief priests,

13 At midday, O kinf. 1 saw in the way a light from
heaven, above the brif \tness of the sun, shining round
about me and them which ourneyed with me.

14 And when we were ail fallen to the earth, 1 heard
a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the He’brew
tongue, Saul, Suul, why persecutest thou me ¥ It is
hard for thee to kick agninst the pricks.

15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord ¥ And he gaid, 1
am Je’sus, whom thou persecutest.

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet : for I have ap-
re»red unto thee for this purpose, to make thee u min-

ster and a witness both of these things which thou hast
seen, and of those things in the which 1 will appear unto

thee :
17 Delivering thee from_ the dpeuple. and from the
Gen'tiles, unto whom now I send thee,

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from dark-
ness to light, and from the power of Sa’tan unto God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit-
innw among them which are sanctified by faith that is
n me.

General Statement.

Two years passed, Felix gave place to Festus, and
still Paul languished in the prison at Cesarea. The
Jews were thirsting for his blood, and laid a plot to have
him brought to Jerusalem under pretense of trial, with
the Fnrpoxe of effecting his murder on the way. But
Paul by the utterance of a single sentence brought all
their schemes to naught. When he said, ** 1 appeal to
Cumesar,” his case was at once transferred from the pro-
curator at Cesarea to the emperor at Rome. Just at
that time a royal visitor came to Cesarea, Agrippa, the
Jast of the Herods. To give him an opportunity of
hearing the famous prisoner, Festus nfpomud a public
gathering, where the princes and noble ladies sat sur-
rounded by their courtiers and the men atarms. It mgy
be that the watehful Luke was there with his tablets to
record the scene, for the story reads like the sketch of
an eye-witness. Paul was brought forth, chained to &

soldier, and with cheeks pallid from two years in prison,
yet despite his bonds the freest and loftiest soul n the
company. A few words of explanation were yroffered
by Festus,and then Agrippa signified to Paul that he
might state his case. 1is address, of which we have
but the outline, was & wonderful n%echnen of oratory.
He was speaking before a Jewis! rrince. who was
thoroughly versed in all the subtleties of Jewigh
thought, who knew the law, and could understand
Paul’s position as no Roman could. The apostle show

that in the Christian faith he was but cherishing the
hope which wae the central thought of Judaism, and the
culmination of prophecy. He related his experience,
what he had been as an enemy of the Gos el. how he
had been converted, and the life he had led since that
great day on the Syrian plain when he saw the Lord.

Explauatory aud Practical Notes.

Verse 1. Agrippa. He was the son of the Herod
Agrlqyn who slew James and imprisoned Peter. Acts
12. 'The Romans did not permit him to reign over all
the dominions of his father, but gave him the princi-
pality of Bashan, east of the Sea of Galilee. Afier the
destruction of Jerusalem, A. D. 70, he was dethroned,
to retain his wealth, and lived at Rome
until A. D, 100, He was immoral in life, but not un-
just in his rnl-*nnd is considered the best of the Hero-
dian l‘nmll{. hou art permitted. This was not a
formal trial, for Agripys could neither condemn nor ac-
quit Paul, since he ad appealed to the emperor. It
was a hearing, to give Paul an oppommlt{ch explain
his views, and Festus information upon which to make
his report to the government at me. Stre
forth the hand, A gesture usual among ancient
;qeulml in beginning a formal address. Answered for
himself. Paul shows what was his deepest thought,
by saylnﬁ little in defense of himself, but much in be-
half of his Master. (1) Let us hide ourselves behind the
cross of Christ.

2, 8. I think mysell happy. He felt that it was a
privilege to set forth his views before one who w: at
once an_influential &rlnce, and an intelligent Jew, ac-
quainted with the Scriptures, and able to d

4. My manner of life. His career had been public,
from his earliest years, and he points to his record as a
Jew with honest confidence. (2) Let every ng man

 forward to a time when he may need to show a clean
h be oathl how he stains . From my
youth, This would show that he came to Jerusalem
when quite young ; perhaps at the age of twelve years,
when Jewish boys began their education. Know all
the Jews. Not to be understood literally, but mean-
ing that his name was widely known among his
people.

5. Which knew me. The connection is ‘ All the
Jews know, hnv!ns knowledge of me from the begin-
ning, that,” etc. 1f thel“'oull testify. This they
would not do, for their testimony would avail to the
advantage of the Gospel. The m: raitest. The
word most is unnecessary “the very strictest is the
meaning. Sect. The same word translated ** heresy "
in verse 14 of the last lesson, and meaning *‘ & school
of thought.” 1 lived a Pharisee. The Pharisees were
indeed exceedingly strict in their interpretation of the
law, and applied it to the most minute details of life.
1t was almost impossible to live mrrectli according o
their requirements in any save a Jewish community.

izes this to show that he was not influ-

spiritual trath. Expert in all castoms. As a Jew,
he was familiar with all the Jewish usages, which were
inexplicable toa heathen, And qumlnlu. The Herods
were d: in belief, the O1d T
Scriptures, but den‘mg the reality of n futurelife ; but
Agr ;};lpn would doubtless be familiar with the questions
which were argued between the various schools of
Jewish thought. Hear me patiently. Not much
stretch of pati would be 'y, h

ul
enced by lax views of the Jewish law, in his conception
of Christianity.

6. And now I stand. Strange as it might seem, it
was this very fidelity to Jewish principles that made
him now & prisoner on trial ; for he believed that the

romise made to the fathers had been fulfilled, and to
hat belief he owed his chain. For the hope of the

That is, becanse of his confidence in the

listen to an addresy a8 eloouent as that which fell from
Paul’s lips on that day.

4 at 18,
promise of God, now falfilled in the coming of Christ.
Agrippa, as a Jew, knew that this was the promise of

e
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2 Messiah or Deliverer ; but it was not prudent to ex-
plain it more definitely hefore the Roman Festus, who
might see in it some political danger to Rome. Unto our
fathers, For many centuries, from Abraham Lo Mala-
chi, the promise of a Redeemer had been growing
more bright in the horizon of Jewish thought, But
Paul was the only one in the company who believed
that it had L een accomplished,

7. Our twelve tribes. In the original one word,
» our twelvetribedom." Paul sees the spiritual Israel,
scattered throughout the world, all united in the come
mon hope of a Messiah. In-llmly. Earnestly, ®erve
ing God day and night. He refers to the constancy
with which the Jews, dispersed among heathen nations,
and enduring the most bitter persecution, still clung to
their religion, and their expectution of u Redeemer. No
people on earth deserve as great honor us the Jews for
their ﬂde"lf’ to their national faith. Hope to come.
Hope to realize. Every Jew on earth looked forward
to the coming of One who was to 1ift up their nation,
and make them the royal people, ruling over the world.
Compare with Paul's uddress before elix in the last
lesson, and notice the thoroughly Jewish thought

that pervades this, given to a Jewis Inr|nce, while that |

was to a Roman official, For which hope's sake.
Because he believed that the long-expected Saviour had
come, while they were still in expectancy. Accused of
the Jews. Omit the article ; *‘ accused by Jews,” who
of all men ought to welcome a Saviour's appearing.

8. Why should it be thought. In the brief outline
of Paul's discourse, the connection appears to be, that
Paul considered ** the hope of the promise ' attained in
Jesus, who was #hown to be the ) essinh by his resur-
rection from the dend. A thing incredible with you.
Agrippa as a_Jew accepted the 0ld Testament, which
Was filled with instances of miraculous working.
you is emphatic, you, who believe the Scriptures ; yov,
who know that there is a God, and that he is omnipos
tent. God shonld raise the dead. Since the resur-
rection of Jesus was the all-convincing evidence of the
Gospel. Paul asserts it with emphasis to Agrippa, who
was & Sadducee, and disbelieved in any resurrection,
In his argument, Paul puts infidelity on the defensive, by
asking, ** Why not believe #*' (3) In talking with unbe-

lievers be aggressive, and ask, rather than answer, |

questions.

9. I verily thought. Ie pleads with the power of
Perﬁonnl experience. *'1once was where you are, nay,
n a far more open enmity to the Gospel.” h
sell. That is, after earnest thoughtfulness and with
sincere purpose. 1ought, He had sought to find out
what he ought to do, even while he was a persecutor.
Contrary to the name. The name is put here and
elsewhere for the cause or the principles which that
name represented. (4) The pleader for Christ should
place hmw;{lf in_sympathy with those whom he seeks (o
win. (5) How few men take ** ought " as the rule of their
lives!  (6) He who sincerely follows his conscience, an
seeks for light, will surely come lo knowledge of God's will.

10. Which thing. Acts of violent opposition to the
Gospel. These acts are stated to show the reality of,
and the divine power in, his conversion. Many of the
saints, *The holy ones,” a term for followers of
Christ, used more than forty times in Paul's epistles,
here employed to show the character of those he was
persecuting, (7) The very name for Christians tells what
they should be. 'They were put to death. Though on-
Iy Stephen is numed, there may have been other mar-
tyrs in that earliest persecution. 1 gave my voice,
Literally, *‘my vote," from which some have inferred
that Paul had been a member of the Sanhedrin, or su-
preme council of the Jews.

11. I punished them, Literally, *took vengeance
upon them.” [In every synagogue. Church and State
were one among the Jews, and hence sentence of beat-
ing was infl in the synag: and in p o
the elders, Compelled them to bl The
Rev. Ver. more correctly, ** strove to make them blas-

heme,” as it is probable that some of the weaker in
faith did renounce their faith, for the Jerusalem Church

ith my- |

=

With authority. His purpose wus toarrest the leading
disciples, and bring them to Jerusulem for punishment

13. At midday. When the sun was shining at its
brightest hour. A light from heaven. This Iﬁmh Te.
vealed to his duzzled eyes the form of his Suviour, anl
was the cause of his blindnese. Above the brightness,
This was the glory of God, seen by Sla})hen. and the
radiance of the risen Saviour, See Heb. 1.3. (8) When
we have dropped this robe of flesh, we may look upon that
glorious face.

14. All fallen, A sudden terror fell upon the whole
company. They saw u light, and heard sound, but
Saul alone received the vision. In the Hebrew tongue,
Thig he mentions, becuuse he is now speaking in Greek
saul, Saul, (9) Every soul under the influence of (he
Gospel at some time in his life hears God's volce address.
ing him personally. Persecutest thou me 1 8o close
is the tie between the Church on earth and its Head in
heaven, that the Saviour is eensitive to every wrong
done to his ‘mople. To kick against the pricks, Rev,
Ver., * Against the goad." The goud against which
Saul 'was striving in vain wae the voice of his own con-
science, which ever since he had looked upon Stephen’s
shining face, und heard his dying prayer, had been
troubling him.

15. Who art thou, Lord? It wasa n(rnnﬁe face and
an unfamiliar voice to Saul, but soon he needed not to
ask who it was when his én\'lonr spoke.~ (10) Let us
seek acquaintance and intimacy with our Redeemer.
am Jesus. Not the spirit of a dead man, but a living
Christ, rigen to die no more.

16. But rise. The incident of Anamias’s visit is not
related, as it was not important to Paul's story, and
would have no weight with Agrippa or Festus. Some
parts of the message through nanias are here referred
directly to the vision. Paul’s purpose was not to give
details, but to show that his life since that day was in
exact accordance with a command received from Christ.
For this pur| . The t purpose of the vision
was not Paul's conversion, but to make him a minister

To make thee. Rev. Ver,, “to ap
point thee.” Literally, “ to place a hand upon thee."
That s, as if Christ laid his mighty hand upon Saul,
choosing him out and sending him forth. A minister
and a witness, The twoaspects of the Gospel worker,
on one side a servant of Christ. on the other a witness
bearing testimony to his own experience, These things
....those things. He is to be u witness to the power
of Christ in his own salvation, and to the further reve-
Jations which shall be vouchsafed to him. (11) Every
Christian can tell his own e, even an aposte
could do no greater work. 1 will appear. Visions of
his Redeemer were given to Paul in the temple (Act 23,
18) ; at Corinth (Acts 18. 9, 10), and at various times
during his ministry. (12) How delightful to live in com-
munion with the Lord !

17. Delivering thee. He was forewarned of tribu-
lations, but promised victory over them. From the

ople. * The people”is a term always referring to
the Jews. As Saul the Jew had persecuted, o must
Panl the Christian meet with persecution. The Gen.
tiles, unto whom, m the hour of his conversion
Paul felt the mantle of Stephen upon his shoulders,
and his peculiar mission to be to proclaim salvation to
Gentiles on the same terms as to Jews ; a mission ex-

sing him to a triple hatred, from Jews, unbelieving
entiles, and Judaizing Christians.

18, To open their eyes. In this voice are named
the great blessings which the Gospel brings, and its
sole condition, 1Its first work is to open the eyes of
men to their true condition as sinners, and to their high
privilege as children of God. Men are wicked because
they are blind, and_by faith the s iritual eyes are en-
lightened, From darkness to light, Every sinner
and unbeliever is in darkness, and every true believer
in Christ walks in the light. FPower of Eatan unto
God. Every soul out of Christ is a bondman, under
Satan's mastery. Christ comes to set men free, and the
Gospel ie the world's "'Jn'oclnmnuon of emancipation.”

i sins, A righteous forgiveness

never again rose to ite former strength.
mad. Like a rnglrig maniac in his hatred of the Gmpef.
strange cities, Rev. Ver., ' foreign cities,”” Yet in

can only bc-gh'en when the sentence hus been met,
Christ has paid our pumlg‘ and we can be free and
d ot only future, but present,

all his slncerltr there was a disturbing e, the
‘mcku and stings of which he felt and wrestled with,
ntellectually he believed he was right, iu his heart he
felt that he was wrong.

12. Whereupon. Compare with this account of his
conversion, the one given in Lesson V11. and the record
in Acts 9. Went to Damascus, A city 133 miles north
of Jerusalem, and one of the two capitals of Syrin.

for every child of God is now an heir of spiritual
riches in the Gospel. By faith, Here is the sole re-
quirement for all these blessings, light, liberty, pardon,
inheritance, holiness, all obtained by faith, or trust-
ing in Jesus Christ for salvation, (18) Teacher, bring
u;u véree of the lesson, if no other, lo the hearts of your
class! i

And |
am Jes
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but Pav
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to hear
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HOME READINGS,
. Paul before Agrippa. Acts 20. 1-18,

!l{u. Paul before Festus. Acts 25. 1-12,
W. Agrippa hears of Paul. Acts 25, 13-27,
Th. The promise of God. 2 Sam, 7. 12-17,
#. ¥irm in hope. Heb. 3. 1-15.
S, Changed through Christ. 1 Tim. 1, 12-20.
§. Receiving the inheritance. Col. 3. 16-25.

GOLDEN TEXT. [
And I sald, Who art thou, Lord 1 And he said, I |
am Jesus, whom thou persecutest. Acts 20, 15. |
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 60, Dominion Hymnal.

jve Christ room,

Soul, arise ! and
ys of gloom, eto.

Not alone thy

No. 23, Dominion Hymnal

1 will sing of my Redeemer,

And his wond'rous love to me, ete.

No. 27, Dominion Hymnal,

In the Cross of Christ I glory,
Tow'ring o’er the wrecks of time, eta,

TIME.—A. D. 60, probably in the summer, a few |
weeks after the rule of Festus began.

PLACE.—Cesarea.

RULERS.—Festus, Procurator of Pulestine : Agrip-

a 11, King of Bashan; Corbulo, Prefect of Syria;
Ydhmnsl, Jewish high-priest ; Nero, Emperor of Rome.

CONNECTING LINK.—As soon as Festus became
Procurator, the Jews began to renew their charges
against Paul, Festus offered him a trial at Jerusalem,
but Paul, a8 a Roman citizen, appealed to the emperor’s
court at Rome. Agrippa IL, King of Bashan, desired
to hear Paul, and our lesson contains a part of Paul's |
address in his presence, This was not a trial, but
rather an examination.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Conversion from sin.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Orator’s Opening, v. 1-3.
What was the charge made against Paul ?
How did he begin his defense ?
Why was hefleuned to answer Agrippa ?
What request did he make of the king ?
2. The Pharisee’s Record, v. 4-11.
What did Paul say of his own life ?
To what gect did he belong ¥
Of what did he say he was judged ?
What question did he ask concerning the resurrec- |

tion ? !
How had he formerly felt toward Jesus ¥
What did he confess to have done ?

tian's Call, v, 12-18.

What wonderful event did he narrate ?
Who appeared to him in the vision ?
What did he wish to make of Paul ?
To whom was the apostle to be sent ?
What results were promised to him ?

Practical Teachings.
How does this lesson illustrate—
1. The pleasure of addressing intelligent hearers ?
2. An honest man led astray ?
3. The honest man’s restoration ?
QUESI'IONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLA RS, ’
1. The Orator’s Opening, v, 1-3.
What king is named here ?
Who had been brought before him ?
What permission was granted Paul ?
How did the apostle greet the king ?
What compliment did he pay him ¥
What request did he make ?
3.\;}!‘#0 I’hh-dr;::a'- Record, v. 4-11.
ere had Paul spent a part of his life ?
Who had known g:hls t?:blu ?
Of what sect was Paul a member ?
For what was he to M‘Jndnd ?
How was this promise fulfilled ? Acf
What had this Pharisee believed to

ts 18, 32,
be his duty ?

3. The Christian Call,'v, 12-18,

What had he done to the saints ¥

To what city did he journey ¥

What appeared to him on the way ?

Who reveuled himself to Paul ¥

‘What command did Jesus give ?

What was Paul now to become ?

To whut work was he called ¥

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That zeal is not godliness ¥

2. That in injuring God's servants we are fighting
aguinst God ¥

3, That the Lord has u service for those whom he
calls ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

Before whom was Paul next brought ¢ King Agrlplr.

What did the king to him ¢ * You mey speak for
yoursell.”

What did Paul answer? * I think myself happy,
King Agrippa, to speak before you.”

What did he ugk him ¢ To hear him to the end,
and then judge.

Where did he say he had lived from his youth ¥
Among the Jews,

What did they know ¢ That he had been faithful
to all the laws of the Jewish religion.

Of what was he accused ¢ Belleving that the dead
would be raised,

What did he say this hope was to the Jews ? The
very promise made by God to their fathers.

Where, then, was there any difference in their belief ¢
The Jews were still waiting and hoping for it to

come,
What did Paul believe ¢ That hecause Jesus died

| and rose again, it had come.

What had Paul * honestly " done as an enemy of
Christ? Hated, beaten, and put in prison men and
women, ete,

When did he stop persecuting them ? [Repeat the

| GoLpEN TEXT.

-]

What did he then tell the king ¢ About his conver-
sion, as in the seventh lesson,

What did he say the Lord made him at that time?
His minister and witness.

To whom was he sent ¥ I'o all the people.

Words with Little People.

You ean be a little witness for Christ, bearing the
same message he gave to Paul, if you will only—Tell
some one about Jesus that don’t know about him. Ask
them to turn from Satan to Christ. Tell them their sins
may be forgiven. Tell them about the beautiful home
in heaven. Read verse 18 of your lesson. Will you?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. Why did Paul account himself happy ? Because
he spoke for himwelf.
r what was Paul judged? For the hope of

romise,
3. What did God promise? That he would raise
the dead.

4. For what purpose was Paul sent to the Gentiles ?
“To open their eyes.”

CATECHISM QUESTION,
13. Where is he spoken of as teaching us to understand
the Seriptures?

John xvi. 13, 14 ; 1 Corinthians ii. 14; 1 John ii. 20.
14. Where is he said to sanctify the heart and life}
Galatians v, 22, 28 ; 2 Thessalonians ii. 18,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The New Creature,

I. A New Jov.
1 think myself happy. v. 2.
““We joy in God through. ...Christ." Rom. 5. 11.
“ Rejoice in the Lord alway.” Phil. 4. 4.
II. A New Lire.
Ilived a Pharisee. v. 5.
* Gain to me....loss for Christ.” Phil. 8.7,
“Ye are not under law."" Rom. 6. 14.
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——
lil. A New Hore.
The hope af the promise. ¥. 6.
“ Looking for that blessed hope.” Titus 2.18.
+ Hope maketh not ashamed.” Rom. 5. 5.
1V. A New Mornve.
Contrary to the name of Jesus. v. 9.
“ Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,” Rom. 1. 1.
«Whose 1 am and whom 1 serve." Acts 27. 2.
V. A New EXPERIENCE.
Saw a light. .. .heard a voice. v. 18, 14,
 We have seen and heard, declare.” 1John1. 3.
 Eye-witnesses of his majesty.” 2 Pet. 1. 16.
V1. A New Purrose.
A minister and a witness. v. 16.
« geparated unto the Gospel." Rom. 1. 1.
« 1t pleased God....1 might preach.” Gal. 1. 15, 16.
VII. A NEW CHARACTER.
Sanctified by faith. v. 18.
« Made unto us....sanctification.” 1 Cor. 1.80.
“ Sanctify them through thy truth.” John 17. 17.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Conversion of a Sinner.

1. It is a wonderful proof of God's grace and power
that any sinner can be converted, niuch more §0 bitter
an enemy of the Gospel a8 Saul of Tarsus, who had
helped to slay the saints. If he could be saved, there
is hope for any man.

2. Even while the sinner is pursuing his evil way, he
finds it hard to kick against the pricks of his conscience,
which tells him that he i8 in the wrong. v. 14,

3. Christ comes to the sinner in the very midst of his
career, while raging with hate against his Suviour, and
speaks to his heart with a mighty power. v. 14.

4. The honest man, convinced that heis doing wrong,
turns at once, submits to Christ, and finds mercy and
salvation, v. 15-18,

5. The converted sinner, out of his own experience
of salvation, is the man best fitted to carry the message
of mercy to other men. V. 18.

English Teacher's Notes.

His life had not been an idle or a careless one,
He had beew a strict Pharisce, and had taken an

active part in the persecution of the scct called

Nuzarcues. Chap. 24. 6. An encrgetic man was
required to find out the offenders, hunt them up and
sccure them in prison, and this had been his work.
But there was more. He had been present at the
trial of those secured, and had done ull in his power
to force them to blaspheme Him whom they wor-
shiped ; though the word * compelled * does not nec-
essarily imply that he had succeeded. When they
stood firm, and the votes of the council were taken as
to their doom, he had voted for their death, and had
been present, apparently, at other martyrdoms fol-
Jowing that of Stephen. Ver. 10, Comp. chap. 8.
1, 8. Others appeur to have had some lighter pun-
ishment inflicted on them. Ver. 11 When many
fled away to other cities he had pursucd them, and
the eventful journey to Damascus was probably
only one of those he had undertaken on this errand,

Why all this? He pad *“thought” that he
“ ought to do many things contrary to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth.” Ile was acting in accordance
with a purpose.

Suddenly there was a halt and a turn, Not one
step more would Saul of Tarsus ever travel on the
old road. In one short moment his face was, for
life and death, set in the other direction, He was
henceforth to be the servant and the witness of that
Jesus whose name and whose cause he had so long
opposed with bitter hatred. The consideration of
the new road in which his fect were set hardly
comes within the scope of this lesson. We have
now to notice the harmony which his life presented
in spite of the strange contrast between the two
parts of it—the purpose underlying the sudden
transition from the one to the other.

There was one hope which Paul had cherished all
his life, in the early days when he was a perse-
cutor, and in the days of suffering and of imprison-

The account of Paul’s conversion is given three
times over in the Book of the Acts, And though the
narrative is substantially the same in all cases, each
version gives some detail which is omitted in the
others, and adds something to the interest of the
wonderful story. In all three accounts there is a
striking contrast presented between the old life of
Paul and the new; but in his own speech before
Agrippa there is something further. A deep under-
tone of harmony is seen to underlie the strange
contrast, which justifies, if 1 may so speak, the
startling transition and the entire change.

A man is traveling in hot haste in a certain
dircetion, Suddenly he stops, turns, and with
equal or even greater eagerness, pursues his Journey
in the contrary direction. ilas he changed his pur-
pose? Noj but he has found out his mistake. The
first road, though he was not aware of it, was lead-
ing him really away from the goal he desired to
reach. On discovering this what marvel is it if he
swiftly and with all possible energy moves off in
the opposite way ! Soit had been with Paul. And

the fullest description of his journey along the old
road is given in the speech before Agrippa.

ment, It was * the hope of the promise made of
God unto our fathers,” a hope which he had with
his nation (ver. 7) in common ; the hope which runs
through the whole of the 01d Testament, from the
promise given in Eden to the predictions of Malachi
the prophet. Agrippa must have well known what
this meant, for it had spread even beyond the Jew-
ish nation, and many among the Gentiles were
Jooking for a great king to arise, o deliverer, a just
ruler, in whom all might find blessing. Every Jew
lived in the hope of Messiah’s coming, and to that

coming all the prayers and religious services of the
nation were directed. To Paul, who had been even
more zealous than the rest of his countrymen, the
worship of the crucified Nazarene scemed a departure
from the fuith and hope of his fathers, He felt
bound to oppose it with all his might. Then sud-
denly the risen Jesus appenred to him, und he
found out his mistake; this Jesus was jndeed the
Messiah, the hope was no longer far distant, the
promise was fulfilled, the kingdom begun. Was it
any wonder that he turned right round in his course,
and henceforth preached the faith which once he
destroyed 1"
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sudden and complete change in his life; of his de-
votion to the cause of the Lord Jesus. And this
may suggest to us the reasonableness of a change
from the way of the world, of self, and of sin, to the
way of Christ. We need not credit all our young
‘vc"\“lu with the lofty aspirations of Paul. But at
least some will tell us they want to be successful, to
be useful, to do the best they can for themselves, to
be happy. And when we ask them to turn to
Christ, to take him for their Saviour, to enter his
service, we are pointing out how their wishes may
be fulfilled, It is the Christian, the man or woman,
boy or girl, who is devoted to Christ, who is suc-
cessful and happy. I have heurd how a French
officer was derided for becoming a Protestant—
changing his religion, as his comrades sail. He
answered, * 1 have done like my cousin Bernadotte.
He became a Protestant to gain a crown in Sweden
I have become a Protestant to gain a crown in
heaven.,” Was not his action in the highest degree
reasonable?

Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class.

This lesson may be presented under three topics :
1. The Audience. Whothey were (Festus, Agrippa,
Bernice, courtiers, soldiers, and perhaps Luke and
some friends of Paul), why they were there, the sur-
roundings, ete. 2. The Preacher. A word-picture of
the prisoner brought in chained to a soldier, his cir-
cumstances, appearance, character, example in this les-
<on. 3. The Sermon, Its theme, Newness of Life:
1.) The old life ; 2,) The conversion ; 8.) The new life.

... Another outline, adapted to adult classes, may be
found in the Analytical and Biblical Outline. ...See a
line of teaching in THESTUDY on this lesson, having for
its subject God's Call: 1.) The man called ; 2.) Circum-
stances of the call ; 8.) Purposes of the cull, ete....No-
tice especially the practical summing up of the aims of
the Gospel in verse 18: 1.) To give light 2.) To give
liberty ; 3.) To give pardon ; 4.) To give holiness ; 5.)
To give inheritance ; and the sole condition—saith in
Christ.

References, Frermax, Ver.1: The hand stretched
forth, 854, Ver.5: The Pharisees, 603. Ver. 6: Posi-
tion of the accused, 722. Ver. 14 : Goads, 225,

.

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M.

LessoN Tuovenr. 7The Living Jesus.

A blackboard exercise on names and places may ex-
cite interest, and help in introducing this lesson. Print
capitals on the board, P, C. F. J. A,, and bring out all
the facts you can about the persons, Paul, Felix, Fes-
tus, and Agrippa ; also about the places, Cesarea and
Jerusalem, Tell that Paul had been kept in prison two
years by Felix. Now Festus had come to take the
place of Felix, and again Paul's enemies, the Jews, be-
gan to make complaints, hoping that the new governor
would send Paul to Jerusalem for trial, and that they
might murder him on the way. Describe the scene—
Paul chained to a soldier, before Agrippa and Bernice,
Festus the governor, magistrates, and military officers,
and the principal inhabitants of the city. Tell that
Paul was not on trinl now : he had asked to be sent to

e —————————————
Paul had thus shown the reasonableness of the
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Rome to be judged by Cesar, which he had a right to do
as o Roman citizen. He was asked to give an account
of the Christian faith before these people. The lesgon
naturally divides jtself into two parts which may be
termed Darkness and Light.

DARKNESS,

Tell that Paul was now about
fifty-eight years old. He had
not always known and loved
Jesus. His heart had been dark
for many yeurs of his life. How
do we know ? We can tell by
the way he acted. He hated
and persecuted people who did
not think as he did. He loved
not love all men because they
Teach that hate, self-love, lack
of love for others, all show that the heart is dark. Sin
causes darkness, Where sin is, there is Satan. Paul
then was in Satan's kingdom, and so are all whose
hearts are like Paul's—selfish, unloving, unkind.

his own way, and did
were God's children.

LIGHT,

But there is another kingdom. ke sun's rays pen- .
setrating the darkness on the board. The light from
heaven shone into Paul's heart. Light scatters dark-
ness. Read from the Bible, “T am the light of the
world." Jesus came to Paul. Tell simply the story
of his appearing. All the pride and self-love and hate
in Paul's heart went away. It will be so in our hearts
when Jesus shines upon them. Tell that Jesus spoke
to Paul. Then he is alive. He says heis* alive for
evermore.” Paul was now a ‘‘witness" for Jesus.
A witness tells what he has seen and heard. A child
can be a witness. Ask Jesus to speak to you and tell
others about it. Let his light drive away your dark-
ness, and tell others of that.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

=My M

SSION#=

.
ay THE Tt
TR0

BLACKBOARD QUEsTioNs. What was Paul's heavenly
vision ? (Verses 13-18.) His mission was declared un-
to him. What was it * 70 carry light to the Gentiles.
What is my mission * 70 send the Gospel light to dark
places. What is this light A torch of truth. What is
my duty ¢ (Verse18) How can I perform it? Wit
ness for Christ, work for Christ, live for Christ, give for
Christ. WHO WILL DO THIS ¥

Lesson Word-Pictures,
A high day in Cesarea, a day of ostentation and
pomp. Cesaren hay been excitedly shouting for Agrippa.
He has entered the hall, where he will meet a great
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embassador in bonds, a representative of @ court
grander than Rome's but held to-day in chaing. At his
side walks the elegani, queen'y Bernice. They take
their seats, Near them is Festus, the Roman governor.
Grave citizens of Cesarea are there. Gray-bearded
officers of Rome have come also. And now all faces
turn curiously toward a door where the sound of steps
is heard. * It is he!™ they whisper. Yes, the great
embassador watched by his guard ! Ah,itis that dear,
faithful old apostle, Paul. and he will say a word for
his Maeter, the King, this day. But, hush ! Al silent
in the hall 1 Agrippa eignals to Paul to begin. As he
lifts his voice the hall is still. Agrippa patronizingly
bends toward the speaker. Bernice's beautiful eyes
light up with a quickened interest. Festus coldly
criticises him in silence. Still, still is the room. How
loud is the clank of that weapon dropped by a bungling
officer ! All are listening. Paul is telling of his boy- “

—) G e

LESSON XII. PAUL VINDICATED.

A.D. 60.]

Acts 26, 19-32. [ Commit to memory verses 22,23.]
5 19 Whereupon, O king A-grip/pa,
1 was not disobedient unto the
heavenly vision :

20 But showed first unto them of
Da-mas’cus, and at Je-ru’sa-lem,
and throughout all the cousts of
Ju-de’a, and then to the Gen'tiles,
that they should repent and turn to
God, and do works meet for re-
pentance.

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the tem-
ple, and went about to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained help of God. I continue
unto this day, witnessing both to smull and great, say-
ing none other things than those which the prophets
and Mo’ses did say should come

23 That Christ should suffer,
the first that should rise from
show light unto the peogla and unto the Gen’tiles.

24 And as he thus spake for himself, Fex’tus said with
3 much learn-

and that he should be
the dead, and should

a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thysell
ing doth make thee mad.

General

We are still the unseen spectators of the picture pre-
sented in our last lesson : the judgment-hall in Cesa-
rea, with arched walls and stone floor its thrones oc-
cupied by Festus the procurator, Agrippa the king, and
his sister Bernice. Around them are courtiers, retain-
ers, and guards, and in the midst, with one hand free
from his chain, stande one who is the center of all eyes
He has told the simple story of
his life, and_of his call to the work of winning the
world tp hie Master, and he is now proceedlnﬁ with an

1l

—Paul the prisoner.

hood. He is telling of his Pharisaic training. How
his countenance glows as he tells of the nation's Mes-
sinnic hope ! Somebody raised from the dead ? Fes-
tus's lip curls in scorn. Jesus of Nazareth ¥ Agrippa
frowns. Bernice smiles incredulously. Does she say,
« Poor fanatic ! He is telling now of his journey to
Damascus. An awe is in his face and & hush in his
voice as he tells of the sharp, mysterious light from
heaven, of their helpless prostration upon the ground,
of the strange, solemn voice calling, ** Saul, Saul!"
And then he spreads before that assemblyhis high, august

ission as dor to the Gentil In con-
scious dignity, his voice swells, and all his soul is afire
with consecration. What wonder as men look at him
if under the rough gurb, soiled by imprisonment, they
see the bejeweled robes of one who comes us envoy
from the City of all Precious Stones, a messenger from
the Highest!

[March 22.

25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Fes'tus :
but speak forth the words of truth and soberness

9 For the king knoweth of these things, before
whom also I speak freely : for Tam persuaded that none
of these things are hidden from him: for this thing
was not done in a corner,

27 King A-grip/pa. believest thou the prophets ¥ 1
know that thou believest,

98 Then A-grip’pa said unto Paul, Almost thou per-
suadest me to be n Christian.

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou,
but also all that hear me this day, were both almost,
and altogether such as T am, except these bonds.

30 And when he had thus spoken. the king rose up,
nlnd the governor, and Ber-ni‘ce, and they that sat with
them : d

21 And when they were gone aside, they talked be-
{ween themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing
worthy of death or of bonds.

32 Then said A-grip’pa unto Fes'tug, This man might
2;\;5 been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto

Jw’sar.

Statement.

disconree about heavenly visions and heavenly voices
is a mystery. Paul answers him that he is not the vic-
tim of insane dreams, but speaks forth the ntterance of
thoughtfulness and truth, and then turns to the king
with an impressive question. He is answered in a gen-
tence intended to be vague and complimentary, with &
elight shade of scorn, yet under all its politeness reveal-

ing a heart touched for the moment by the power of the
truth. Then, as if to hide the momentary emotion, Klng
the court ; the magnates retire, an

Agrippa breaks u

the assembly is dispersed, to meet no more until that

appeal to_those before him to believe ‘not only in the
Erophels. but in their Saviour, when he is interrupted
y a sentence, kindly meant, though somewhat con-
temptuous, from the Roiaan governor, to whom all this

Explanatory and
Verse 19. O king Azrippa. See notes on Lesson
XI, ver. 1. | was not disol edient. Great ns was the
revelation, it was requisite that Paul should accept the
commission which it brought to him. (1) Man's free
will is @ necessary link in the chain of God's purpose.
The heavenly vision, He had seen the Lord and
heard his voice, but that privilege did not make him a
heliever. Only by his own choice could Saul become a
disciple and an apostle.

20, First unto them of Damascus. [is active
ministry began at Damascus, after two years or more
spent probably in that part of Arabin bordering on
Syria. tJer ] X ing from D s by
being let down over the wall in a ysket, he went to
Jerasalem, where he had not been seen for three years.
Iis ministry there, of only n fortnight, was yet long
enough to excite the anger of the Jews and the fear of
the disciples. Coasts of Judea. There is no mention
of a distinet ministry of Paul throughout Juden, though

judgment when king and commoner, prisoner and

prince, shall stund equal before God.

Practical Notes.

his visits to Ptolemats, Tyre, Cesaren,
referred to. And then, The word
original. This is not intended to give a chronological.
g0 much as a logical, nccount of Paul's labors, which
were every-where first among the Jews, and_then
among the Gentiles, To the Gentiles. It was Paul's
preaching to the Gentiles, to whom he felt a peculiar
call, that cost him the loss of his popularity among the
Jews. 'That they should repent. In these three sen-
tences Paul states the | ractical rather than the doc-
trinal side of his teaching, Repentance in the Bible
means more than sorrow for sin, however sincere and
deep. Its vital meaning is a purpose of the will to re-
nounce sin. Turn to God, This is more than refor-
mation of conduct ; it is the earnest seeking of the soul
fter God, in supplication for forgiveness. Do works
meet. That is, the outward life must be_in accord-
ance with the inward purpose to live for God.

true Gospel experience involves a change of conduct as
well as of’ opinions and. JSeelings.
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21. For these causes. Because he believed and | lievest l,l‘um the prophets 1 He who believes hertily
taught that Gentiles might be saved on the same terms | the Old Testament cannot reject the New, us Paul wonld
« Jews, thus obliterating the distinction between | have shown if he hud not been interrupted. 1 know
by { d-ughlme. Literally, as in lla\'.\'ur.h“ seized lh:! thou believest, A“A mn:lell‘ly Pm“l)”b&“l‘ :;lmwrr
the temple. See Lesson VI an notes, | tohis own question. pa had refused both his sis-
Paul w'x: uorsmphfg in the temple when the Jews | ters to roya suitors ungr‘lrl,ne kings had consented to be
seized him, and were ubout to murder him, when he | circumcised.”— Whedon.
was tuken from them by the Romuns. Went about.
Rather, assayed, or undertook. 28, Then Agrippa sald. Taking into view Agrip-

22. Help of God. The word translated Aelp means K:Afdw;d"l‘:&"l ‘":“"e :P{llldly"‘:"i‘?‘!e‘({'h,.'z:fr'::r..e'lf‘i::":

. g 8 Sadducee, and his ust e W . an,” ut tha
the succor or relief which comes 10 an 4Py ",‘l b‘“g"‘ time a term of contempt, we conclude that his words
\3) In the Christian's warfare, he has an almig ’”‘;‘ W | were a blending of compliment to Paul's skill as a rea-
| continue unto this day. He stood undeterred by | goner, with scorn of the cause which he represented, and
enemies and undisturbed by dangers. Witnessing. | ,orhaps an unconscions undertone of conviction, such
it Gl Gt prosehetl o Pt s | 8 many Snbelers sl VA b o e
to the f v 1 . Among the many proposed
perience of il": To :“Iu-t“d.nlur‘g?;x:; ¢ ;’("lx;‘:.l“‘l‘,ﬂ“lh::: (emlfrlnun. “e:}m‘l ““'llla llteller (hnn‘lhnl ||)l the lh'vlllsed
the slaves who cons ed a ar ; i yersion : ** With but little persuasion thou wouldest
4'Ulllll'!‘L'"'-"A°“-_ and °"s":'°l"'l2"lrl-‘,"‘l’cd"l'l.“.:‘e‘r‘":';d::: l',‘;!‘(; fain make me‘u'(,‘?r:;linll.‘:rllu;mewlnln[ evasive as u:-llinv
ippa. 3 riRiv 9 b v thries

‘\";;nwl]l:;x‘x‘n. hﬁll;nleff a Jewy, Paul declared that the Gospel ;',f',‘,"“,f”gew T I:nn.m::l . |“‘ “A‘;(:.’r;1"‘5&’:'.‘,".‘;3!),,‘,‘3 ‘“‘:
as preuched by him was in the direct line of Old Testa- | §'pet, 4, 16, In every instance it isa name given lo
ment_teaching, and not contradictory ""’4 it. l:"' disciples, and not used Jy them, though the last refer-
prophets and Moses. The two great divisions of the | epce indicates that it was slowly becoming aceepted by
Old Testument. Most of the historical Jbooks ‘“"" believers, and & generation later it was their current
called * former v})l'()[)llell‘. the propheticul, “latter | nyye, (7) The hardest foes lo meet are those who conceal
pr..ph\(.te,' n (:) 7 lr/'e is complete accord between the Old ‘ their feelings under a sieer.
and New Testaments.

|
F y i “ ) 29. And Paul said. Lifting his fettered hand,
o ﬁ:mT":I::, 3 :::I::m y.'; ‘llm‘. ﬂl:‘:l'; belief u{ue"\“er)(‘ll‘;,\:l which |;xn\'e a pathetic emphasis to his eloquent answer.
Should suffer. Such predictions ave recorded in the | 1 would to God. Paul, with ready power, canght up
wlms, Isaiah, Daniel, and Zechariah, The fir t | the half-sarcastic expression, and turned it upon the
ould' rise. 'The Rev. Ver. reads more correctl speaker with u deep. serious meaning, Not only thou,
"iha I first by the resurrection of the dead uhonf‘i but also all. A brilliant assembly of notable men and
uc'llrm;: ligl:l Y He was mot the first who was raised | Women were listening, in various degrees of interest,
Hr.,... death, but the first who by his resurrection gave and Paul’s large "'“"‘h‘“"k them allinto its aspirations.
the promise of eternal life. If Christ hud not risen we Almost ""‘ l’ll‘::"l"_l Allf- R‘e\. Ver. ‘:\”llh‘l;nll‘(l |ur
wuu[fd never have heard of the Gospel. Should show with ";:"c I'-i ) hle “"'1‘ iW I‘)"' a]‘ H' sh l‘|l|. be
Jight. In the darkness of sin and death light comes to | "“lil"" X with tl . “(“ o ": i ey H}]};F was
man through the risen Christ alone. The people, of his hearers a4 :’T'l on. o h m. leml\\lns
Here and elsewhere the current term by which the a wide apparent difference between the princes and the
Jews referred to their race, which wus ** the people " in | prisoner ; but a wider real difference between the heir
their eyes. 'To the Gentiles. Notice how, to an en- of sulvation and the sluves of in. (8) No one excepl the
lightened Jew, as Agrippa was, Paul proclaimed the Christian can hm; “1: Ml’!': h'ﬂ":‘lh't""ll".’fﬂs others that
broader truths of the Gospel for all men. they may be what he is. Except these bonds, Another
instance of the perfect self-command and courtesy of
the apostle, He wishes them to enjoy the fellowship
24. Festus. See notes, Lesson X, verse 27. Bald | of his liberty, but not of hie chain : all hig joys, but
with a loud voice, Te interrupted the priconer's ad- | none of his sorrows.
dress, not jestingly, but in the feeling thoroughly nat- |
ural to o ioman, who was an utter digheliever in all
religion und any hereafter, and who had absolutely no ‘ : Ther
knowledge of the doctrinal subjects of which Paul was | the direct wpplication of Puul's speech, without ac-
speaking. ‘Thou art beside th sell. * You are in- l knowledgments which would be uncomfortable in the
cane, Paul," is the literal translation. “ Many writings ’ resence of Gentiles ; ro Agrippa abruptly arose u_:d
|
|

30. The king rose up. Therc wus no way to esca)

Lave turned you to insanity.” The reference to “*Mo- | led the way to the breaking up of the assembly. The
I‘; m::l“t’l’; p’r‘(’u‘)helc‘" ﬂug:au!ed to him that Paul was | governor.” The definite statement of order in the de-
an enthusinst, or in the language of to-day, " a crank,” | parture, points to an eye-witness of the scene. Ber.
who by congtant poring over old manuscripts had lost | nice, is was the sister of A{n'lppn. and believed by
his reason. (5) lI'u the man ¢f the world the earnest | ancient writers to have lived in a still more intimate
relation with him. Her life was as infamous as her
pergon was beautiful.

Christian appears a fanatic.

25. But he said. The calm, respectful answer i

showed that Paul was possessed of a clear and well- | 8$1. They were gone aside. The entire company
blanced mind. (6) No matter how addressed. the Chris- | of princes und nobles united in the conference, and ulso
tian should be courteous. Most noble Festus. He does | in its verdict. This man doeth nothing. To us, it is
not forget to give the procurator his appropriate style | jmmaterial what ma; have been the opinions of that
of address, ‘Truth and soherness, he Intter word | company, but when Luke wrote, it was a matter of in-
menns * thoughtfulness,” or that which is the oppokite | terest and of value to know that they, people of high
of fusanity. * The words were tre, and the manner of | rank who had listened to his defense, pronounced hin
presenting them was sober and thoughtful."*— Besser. innocent.

26. The king knoweth, Agrippa as a Jew wus ac- 32. Then said Agrippa. It is uncertain whether he
quainted with Scripture, and as a ruler in Palestine [lxld spoke as a Jew, or as i udge. In the former case, hix
become conversant with the facts upon which the Gos- | apgwer would imply that Jew might become a Chris-
pel was founded, so that he would comprehend much | tian without renouncing his national faith ; in the lat-
that wae a mystery to Festus, Nome of these things | ter, that the Roman law took no cognizance of special
are hidden. The eventsof Christ's life, and the his- | creed or religion. Might have been set at liberty.
tory of the Christian Church, which were known to all | If he had been liberated he would probably have lost
the leading Jews, and could not be contradicted. Not | hig life through the l;loug of the Jews, and might never
done in a corner. The wide knowledge of the facts | have seen Rome. His appeal and this address proba-
conneeted with the life, death, and resurrection of | bly added severul years to his life, and gave to the
Christ, thus appealed to by one who lived in their era, i | Church the four precious episties of his captivity.
u strong evidence for the Gospel. Had not appealed unto Cesar. None but nqlomun
citizen could make this appeal, but when made, his

27. King Agrippa, He now turns from his dis- | cuse Wi |'|-n‘m\'wl at once to the emperor's court at
conrse to fix its direct application upon his royal hear- Tome. S0 Festus could neither liberate nor condemn
er, o boldand striking culmination of his address. Be- | vaul, but must gend him to Rome.

e e e e e e
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HOME READINGS,
M. Paul vindicated. Acts 26 19-82.
7. Repentance and works. Mutt, 3. 1-12.

W. Prophecy explained. Luke 6. -4,

Th. The great Prophet promised. Deut. 18, 15-22.
F. Wisdom considered madness, John 10. 1-21.
S The source of help. Psa. 46. 1-11.

8. The everlasting light. Isa. 60. 1-32.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue
unto this day. Acts 26. 22.
LESSON MYMNS,
No. 112, Dominion Hymnal.

Father, bless our school to-day,
Be in all we do and say, etc.

No. 137, Dominion Hymnal.

Hear the song through heaven ﬂn'lu
** Worthy, wor'.hyil the Lamb ! oﬁl'.
No. 81, Dominion Hymnal.

« Almost persuaded " now to believe,
« Almost persuaded " Christ to receive, eto,

TIME.—A. D. 60, immediately following the last
lesson.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

e —————————

‘Where i this lesson are we taught—

I—— )

‘Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Obedience to the eall of duty ¥
2. Boldness in a good cause ¥
3. Need of a complete surrender to Christ ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

Before whom was Paul l]veukiui besides King Agrip-

a? Festus, the governor, W 0, you remember,
Pollowed Felix.

‘What did he tell the king he had done since his call
to be an apostle of Christ ¥ Preached the Gowpel to
all classes of people, heginning at Damascus.

After that where did he go? ‘f'o Jerusalem and
Judea, and then to the Gentiles.

For preaching onl, such words as Moses and the
B'eovhm‘ said should come, what had the Jews done ¥

ized him in l:: temple and tried l’:fkllgl '}lmml .

As he continued to explain very car¢fully what “
doctrines he had |i'renched. what gd Festussay ¥ With " T
a loud voice: *“Paul, you are beside yourself; so To
much study ha e you mad.” 11 Tus

What respectful. modest reply did Paulmake ! 1 am 1. Rep
not mad, most noble Festus ; the words | speak are e
true and sober, Y.

Then, turning to the king, what did Paul say? The * Pre
king knows these things are true. “ Pet

How did the kinﬁ know them tobe true ¥ They had P
been done in the light, and he had seen, heard, and .
read about them. 2. Tur

** Re

What did Agrippa tell Paul ¥ = Why, you almost
de me to « ian.”

PLACE.—Cesarea, the Roman capital of P:

RULERS,—See Lesson XI.
DoctriNaL SueeEsTioN.—The fulfillment of prophecy.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Paul and his Work, v. 19-23.
How did Paul treat the heavenly vision ?
How did he obey it ¥
What were the consequences to him ?
How was he able to remain steadfast ?
What was the burden of Paul’s preaching ?
2. Paul and Festus, v. 24-20.
By whom was Paul interrupted ?
hat charge did Festus make ¥
What did he say had crazed the apostle ?
How did Paul reply ?
What did he say to Agrippa ?
3. Paul and Agrippa, v. 27-32.
‘What question did he ask the king ?
How did Agrippa reply ¥
What was Paul's response ?
What did the royal party then do?
What was the result of their consultation

Practical Teachings.
How does this lesson show—
1. The loyalty of Paul ?
2. The wisdom of Paul ?
3. Paul's advantage over his enemies H

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Paul and his Work, v.10-23.
‘What effect had the vision upon Paul ?
Where did he first publicly confess Christ ?
Whither did his labors lead him ?
What was his message ?
Who hindered his work ?
What did lhe¥ seek to do ?
What work did Paul still do ?
What doctrine did he teach ¥
2. Paul and Festus, v. 24-26.
‘Who interrupted Paul's defense ?
What charge did he bring ?
What was Paul's reply ?
To whom did he appeal ?
What reason did he urge ?
3. Paul and Agrippa, v. 27-32.
‘What question did Paul ask of King Agrippa ?
What wae the king's answer ?
What was Paul's prayer for Agrippa ?
Whom besides did he include ¥
What was done at the close of his address ?
What was the verdict of the court ?
Why was Paul kept a prisoner

a
P

What did Panl say he earnestly desired ¥ T all
who heard him were real Christians as he was, ex.
ce&’ his chains,

hen Paul held up hie chains, what did the compuny
do? Rose and left the room.

Why do you think they left so suddenly ?

As soon as they were alone, what did they say * He
is an innocent man, he cught not to be in prison.

What did King Agripru say to Festus the governor *
He might be set free, il he ad not asked to be tried
before the emperor.

Words with Little People.

Do you remember the promise of ** kelp "' you had in
the first two lessons this year ¥ If you study m—dui',
GoLpEN TEXT you will see that Paul obtained this help,
that {8, he believed God could help him, he believed he
was widling to help him, and 2e asked God to do it, and
God made him strong to preach and endure much suf-
fering. It 18 not enough, dear children, to have the

promise.  You must ask God to give you what he has oY
romised. ** Ask, and you shall receive.” May God

p you to be strong little Christians !

T
THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. In obeying the vision, what did Paul show to the Tn this |
people and to the Gentiles ¥ « That they should re- 1. In
pent and turn to God.” 9. In

2. How was Paul strengthened in his work ¢ He >
obtained help of God. v. 20.

3. What did Agrippa say to Paul? ¢ Almost thou 3. In
persundest me.” 4. In

4. What -vould Paul have had ¢ Thathe were fully 5. 1
persuaded. b A

5. What was the judgment concerning Paul ? He was v. 22,
declared innocent of offense. 6. In

CATECHISM QUESTION. v ,25 1.2

16. How may you obtain the help of the Holy Spirit? BT

By prayer in the name of Jesus.

Luke xi. 13 ; John xvi. 23, [Acts ii. 83; Phil. i. 19.)

16. What is the law of God } . The

The law of God is his declared will respecting wh
men are to do, and what they are not to do. Jiio :":l“ :

atter

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINK. safety,
Proclaiming the Gospel. tainty

1. TuE PREACHER. sudde!
1. Divinely alded. * Help of God.” v. 22 has a
“ Without me ye can do nothing." John 15. 5. be im
“God....worketh in you.” Phil. 2.13. given
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- = BSHER——
2. Addressing all men, Small and great.” v. 22
+ The promise is....to all." Acts 2. 39,
« preach....to every creature.” Mark 16. 15.
3. Appealing to Scripture. * Prophels and Moses."
v. 22,
«That all....must be fulfilled.” Luke 24. 44.
« Believed Moses. ...believed me." John 5. 46.

11, Tue MESSAGE.

« Once suffered for sins,” 1 Pet. 3. 18,
w1t behooved Christ to suffer.” Luke 24. 26.
. A risen Saviour. * Rise from the dead.” v.23.
« Now is Christ risen from the dead.” 1 Cor. 15. 20.
« The first-born from the dead.” Col. 1. 18.
A universal Saviour, * 70 the Geatiles." v.23.
« Taste death for every man.” Heb. 2. 9.
“To enlighten the Gentiles.”" Luke 2. 32.
111, Tue A,
1. Repentance from sin, * They should repent.”
v. 20.
« Preached that men should repent.” Mark 6. 12.
« Peter said, Repent....every one of you." Acts

2

@

2. 38,
9. Turniog to God. * Twrn to God." v. 20.
“ Rend your heart....turn unto the Lord." Joel
2. 18
“8uy....Take away all iniquity.” Hos. 14. 2.
3. Newness of Iife. ** Meet for repentance.” V. 20.

. A suffering Saviour, * Christ should suffer.” v.23. |

| army, 10 march to battle, and, it may be, death. -

One would think that some very powerful and per-
| sistent influence must have been at work to induce
him to make such a change. And yet often it has
been nothing more than a shilling and a few fair
| words from the recruiting sergeant! With a very
little persuusion the youth has altercd the whole
course of his life, and taken upon himself grave
dutics and obligations of which he knows next to
| nothing, The thing seems surprising, espeoially
when we remember how hard it sometimes is to
persuade a person to take a step which is decidedly

to his benefit. But therc are cases in which the -

very slightest persuasion is generally enough. A
prisoner does not need much persuasion to go out
free when the time of release comes, A poor man
does not need much persuasion to sign his nume to
a document which makes him master of a fortune.
A drowning man needs but little persuasion to lay
hold of the rope thrown to save him.

Some such illustrations as these may help to make
plain the meaning of the words which, though not
this time chosen as the Golden Text, certainly form
the most prominent and striking point in the lesson
| for to-day: * With but little persuasion thou

+ Bring forth....fruits meet for rep e.”" Matt.
3.8,
« Ceuse. ...evil ; learn todo well.” Isa. 1. 16, 17.
1V. Tne HeaRers.
1. Opposers, ** Went about to kill me." v.21
« Enemies of the cross of Chrigt." Phil. 8. 18.
« Marvel not....world hate you." 1 John 3. 18,
2. Scoffers, ** Beside thyself." v. .
“T'o them that perish foolishness.” 1 Cor. 1. 18
“ Hid to them that are lost.” 1 Cor. 4. 3.
3. Undecided. * Almost....persuaded.” v.28.
+How long halt ye....two opinions ¥ 1 Kings
18. 21,
“ Ye cannot serve God and mammon." Matt. 6. 24,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Example of Paul.
1n this lesson notice Paul as an example—
1. Tn prompt obedience to God's call. v. 19.
2. In earnest, persevering work for God's cause.

. 20,
3. In full reliance on God's help. v. 22,
4. In proclaiming Christ to all men. v. 22.
5. In standing upon and appealing to the Seriptures.
v. 22,

6. In holding up the cross of Christ. v. 23.

7. In courteous, kind bearing, even when insulted.
v. 25, 29,

HKinglish Teacher's Notes.

Idest fain make me a Christian” (Revised Ver-
sion). It was the fourth time since his seizure and
imprisonment that Paul had been called upon to de-
fend himself. (I donot include the speech from the
castle steps, as that was made by his own desire and
request.) His first defense had been made before the
council, where he had had a prejudiced and funatical
audience, and where his speech wns interrupted.
The second had been made before Felix, the third
before Festus, and these officials of the Roman em-
pire were alike indifferent to the reul question at
| issue, while the latter was profoundly ignorant con-
corning the matter. In Agrippa Paul had a hearer
of a different kind, The character of the king was
not more free from blame than that of Felix or Fes-
tus, but he was * expert in all questions among the
Jews” and had a good acquaintance with, and re-
spect for, the writings of the prophets. Here was
something to work upon. If Paulhad striven in his
private interview for the spiritual good of Felix, he
could not, though in a public audience, leave out of
sight that of Agrippa. For Paul was, if we may
so speak, a recruiting sergeant, seeking to induce
men to change their course, to enlist in the service
of the king whom he served, and to enter on the

ing. And so in his speech before the king we have
a clear declaration of the Gospel message, given in
verses 18, 20, 23.

The life of a soldier in active service | [
great contrast to that of a laborer at home, In the
latter life there is a certain degree of regularity,
safety, and peace, while the former is full of uncer-
tainty and suspense, of hardship and danger, of
sudden surprises and startling changes. Yet often
has a simple country lad, too raw and ignorant to
be impelled by any particular patriotism or heroism,
given up his quict home and work and joined the

This ge proposed an entire change in the
life of the person who received it—the turning off
from the old road and entering upon a new one.
Paul delivered it in a few earnest, burning words.
And Agrippa, although he sat as a judge to hear the
prisoner, felt that the prisoner was aiming at him,
“Thou wouldest make me a Christian ” was his
half-astonished, half-sarcastic remark., What was
there to ineline him to such a change?

\ new life (see last lesson) which he was himself lead-
|
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. See what Paul had set before him : sight instead
of blindness, light instead of darkness, freedom in-
stead of slavery, forgiveness iv. tead of condemnation,
and an inheritance of glory which should never pass
awny, Agrippa wore, indeed, a crown already ; he
was rich and prosperous, and enjoyed high fuvor
with the Roman emperor. But how long would he
call these things his own? And his life was stained
with erime, and he himself in bondage to his pas-
sions, a poor man, and a slave, though a king! The
man who stood before him with the chain on his
wrist was far better off: he was free, though fettered,
and his inheritance was for eternity, He could but
long for all about him to pass through the same
change, and enjoy the same new life as himself.

Should such a change have needed much persua-
sion? Yet Agrippa scorned the proposal. These
few words should not induce him to turn. He would
not give up his poverty, his slavery, his darkness.

Yet he had not heard without coneeiving a certain
respeet for Puul.  All the latter’s judges (in spite of
the mocking remark of Festus) came to the same con-
clusion about him : * This man doeth nothing worthy
of death or of bonds ;" “This man might have
been set at liberty.,” Yet for themselves they
refused * the liberty of the children of God.”

As fur as we know, this was the only opportunity
sct before Agrippa. The boys und girls around us
have numbers of these opportunities.
minister or teacher they cannot say: * With a little
persuasion thou wouldest fain make me a Christian,”
for they have persuasion, warning, entreaty, over
and over again, Perhaps the fuithful teacher is much
respected,  Right enough—but what will this avail
the eareless scholar who slights the much persuasion,
and throws away his opportunities ?

Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class.

Place before the class the scene of the lesson : court
room, judges, spectators, apostle....In teaching the
lesson to older scholars, use the Analytical and Biblical
Outline, with the sgubject, ** Proclaiming the Gospel.”
1. The preacher—wkhat the lesson shows us concerning
Puul as a preacher. 11, The message—Christ as dying,
risen, universul Saviour. IIL The practical aim for
which Paul was preaching. (ver. 20)—the repentance,
turning to God, and renewal of life on the part of those
to whom he preached the truth. IV, The reeults
which followed Paul's preaching. Tuke each of his
hearers us a type : The Jews (ver. 21) as types of open
opposers of the Gospel ; Festus as representing a cer
tuin class of mind which looks with lofty contempt on

the Gospel as folly, and its believers as funatics : Agrip- |

pias representing the undecided ; for though the old
view that he was * almost persuaded ™ eannot be main-
tained, yet his remark «hows an undercurrent of con-

on which he was striving to resist... For younger
scholurs tuke as subject, Puul's example in this lesson,

TRATION. (Sce SUNDAY-Scnoor JourNarL, November,
1877, page 258, in English Teacher's Notes.) An eagle
on an open perch in Zoological Garden, spreads wings,
riges a few feet, then drops on his perch. He is held
back from liberty by his chain. So Agrippa was chained
by worldly pleasure, Festus by prejudice and ignorance
of the Gospel, and Paul alone was free,

To a faithful |

| mighty chasm.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

WILL NEVER CARRY
ME ACROSS,

Descrierion, Error is separated from truth by a
On one side is death, on the other is
life. Every one expects at some time to leave error
and cross over to the height of divine truth. They hear

truth proclaimed, as Paul told it to King Agrippa, and

| like the king they are almost persuaded. Almost will

| that lends to life.

| Festus turns away in derision.

| doth muke thee mad."

never carry one across. It is the way of fully persuaded
“ Almost » reaches nearly there, but
never far enough. It is held down by a great stone of
worldly desire. Do not stay on the side of error.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

O that murvelous *“ heavenly vision!"™ Those
heavens parting like golden doors ; that down-flashing
dazzling light ; those mute, prostrute forms ; that
solemn, rebuking voice—does not Paul see and hear all
this as he proves before Agrippa and his companions
the wonderful embassy to which heaven's courts had
appointed him ¢ The Jight of that heavenly vision is
in his eyes, its mystery is in his voice, its dignity is in
his attitude, and its loving significance to Jew and Gen-
tile profoundly stirs his soul. How can he be disobe-
dient to his solemn call ¥ He faces Agrippa. He ap-
peals to him. He unrolls the proofs of his fidelity.
He exalts his King, that suffering, now exalted
Christ. Agrippa listens attentively. Bernice gives
the speaker her eyes, her ears, And Festus, does he
sneer? Does he say, * Superstition ¥ Fanaticiem?"
Christ rise from the dend ¥ Did Paul assert that?
““Gone mad ! "' does he
whisper that? Abruptly, rudely, stormily, he breaks
forth, * Paul, thou art beside thyself ! Much learning
Mad! He appeals to Agrippa,
He challenges Agrippa to confirm the truthfulness of
his words. Was all thie Messianic history shut into a
little corner ¢ Does not Agrippa believe the prophets ¢
Yes, “thon believest," and the apostle’s eyes search
the depths of Agrippa's soul. What will the latter
do? He writhes in his chair. The fuces of all turn to
ward his royal, bewildered center. Bernice looks won-
deringly. Festus eyes him with a curious smile. And
Agrippa—he speaks : ** Almost thou perguadest me to
be a Christian ! Ah, Agrippa, if thou only didst
know it, heaven's doors have stood ajar this day so
near thy soul! But the assembly breaks up. The

for's plea is unpl 1y direct and personal.
Two gronps have withdrawn: Paul and his guard,
Agrippa and thestately, elegant Bernice. Perhaps Fes-
tus stands and watches them—a prisoner here, a king

| and queen there ; soiled robes here, rustling silks there ;

the despised fanatic and the honored sovereigns. Ah,
Festus, into the prisoner’s cell goes the light of the
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“heavenly vision,” God's credentials, but Agrippa’s
kened couch is by a guilty
‘Where was the royalty—in the king's chamber, or the
prisoner's cell ?
Primary and lntermediate.

REVIEW SCHEME FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

LesgoN L.—What accident inter-
rupted Paul's preaching? What
was the outcome ¥ How did the
circumstances prove the truth of
the promise, ** All things work to-
gether for good ¢

LessoN IL.—What did Paul say
of his past conduct as a minister of
Jesus Christ, and of his resolution

BY M. V. M.
LessoN THovGHT. Obedience the True Wisdom.
Review the scene, the speuker, the aud and the

story told by the speaker. Ask how Paul's heart was
changed—what changed [it, in what way the new heart
wag different from the old. Teach that, 1.) The new
heart is willing to obey ; 2.) The new heurt is willing
to receive help ; 8.) The new heart is willing to give
help.

l.pllemi verses 19 and 20 of the lesson. Talk about
obedience ; tell what it is—the giving up our own will,
Paul's will was to persecute the Christians ; God's will
was that Paul should love them. Make practical ap-
plication. Whom are children asked to obey ? Farents,
teachers, any one in authority ; but God, above all,
Children obey God when they obey their parents,
Teach that true obedience is always quick, like Paul’s.
Obedience does not wait to ask questions. Panl began
right away, und for more than twenty years now he had
gone on obeying the Lord. Was it always pleasant ¥
Noj the Jews tried to kill Paul because he obeyed
God. Satan will try to get children not to obey, but
God is stronger than Satan. A

2. How many men swore an oath that they would kill
Paul? How was he saved from these forty cruel men ¥
Tell that God promises to help those who obey him,
and Paul believed him. Paul was willing not only to
obey, but also to have help. Paul was not as strong as
forty menare. He wasonly one weak man. He needed
help, and sodochildren. Tell of some of the temptations
that lie in wait for children. When they do right they
sometimes suffer for it. Butalways, when they have
obeyed God, they have « right to get help from him.
He says, *‘ Ask, and ye shall receive.” Little children
may obtain help from God to resist evil, to obey at all
times. to be l'itle witnesses for Jesus, in the same way
that Paul did—by asking and taking.

Tell how Festus spoke to Paul.
Festus and Agripps and Ber-
nice were all wicked people.
They listened to Paul as he
spoke the words of truth to
them, but they were not willing
to obey, as Paul was. They
loved themselves; Paul loved
other folks—even the wicked
ones—and was ready to help them, Ask what a fountain
islike ; it never tires of giving ; 80 Paul's heart never
tired of speaking ahout Jesus, and giving help to those
who did not know him. Read verse 20, Print * Almost
on the board, and speak of the danger in that little
word.  Urge upon children to give the heart wholly to
Jesus, not almost, and then to obey him as Paul did.

—e

FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW.
March 29,
HOME READINGS,
M. Lessons I, T1. Acts 20,2-27.
Tu. Lessons 111, TV, Acts 20.928-38 ; 21, 1-14,
W. Lessons V, VL. Acts 21, 15-40.
Th. Lessons VII, VITI. Acts 22, 1-21 3 93, 1-11,
F. Lessons 1X. X. Acts 23.°12-94 ; 24, 10-27.
8. Lessons XT, XI1.  Acts 26, 1-82,
8. The goodness of God. Psy. 23, 1-6,

a8 to the future ¥

LessoNgIIL.—Of what did Paul warn the Church #
What did he say as to his own suprortr How does
this lesson enforce the duty of benevolence ?

Lesson 1V.—Of what journey does this lesson speak *
What prophecy concerning Paul did Agabus utter ¥
How does this reuon teach that “ Love is stronger than
death #*

LessoN V.—To what cltiy had Paul and his company
come ¥ What can you tell concerning the council held
there ¥ What do we learn respecting the true Christian
desire to avoid offense ¥

LessoN VI.—Who created the temple disturbance #

How was Paul treated ¥ What spirit did he show ¢

LessoN VIIL.—To what does Paul allude in the first

art of his address ¥ What narrative does he relate ¥
Ethl duty was enjoined upon him ¥

Lesson VIIL—Before what council does Pau) appear,
and what was the result of the conference ? H: v was
Paul sustained ¥

LessoN IX.—Of what conspiracy does this lesson
treat ¥ What journey did Paul make ¥ How easy for
God to confound his enemies !

LesxoN X.—Before whom was Paul charged with
crime ¥ What was his defense ¥ See the advantages of
a good conscience and the truth.

LessoN XI.—Why was Puuldplenscd to plead his case
before Agrippa ¥ hat facts did he relate ¥ The apos-
tle’s willingness to confess Jesus.

LessoN X1I.—Recall the conversation between Paul
and Festus ; also that between Agrippa and Paul. The
advantage of loyalty to God over royalty,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

Lessox 1. Paul at Troas. Acts 20, 2-16.—Where did
Paul stop on his way to Troas ¥ What does the GoLp-
EN TEXT say he did on the Sabbath ¢ How long did he
preach ¢ hat accident happened ¢ How was life
restored ?

LessoN I1L.—Paul at Miletus. Acts 20. 17-27.—
Whom did Paul assemble at Miletus ¥ Of what did
he remind them ¥ What had been the theme of his
preaching ¥ [GoLpeN Tex7.] How did he regard his
sufferings ¥

Lesson I11. Paul's farewell. Acts20, 28-38.—What
charge did Paul give the elderst [GoLDEN TexT.]
What did he foretell ¥ What example did he leave
them ¥ How did the elders show their griefat parting ¥

Lesson IV. Paul going to Jerusalem. Acts 21,
1-14.—~Where did Paul first stop ¢ at city was his
next tarrying place ¥ With whom did he stay ¢ What
visitor did he receive ¥ What warning did the prophet
give? What was Paul's answer, as given in the
GOLDEN TEXT ¢

Lesson V. Paul at Jerusalem. Acts 21. 15-26,—
How was Paul received at Jernsalem ¥ Of what did
he make report to the elders ¥ How was the report re-
ceived ¢ [“-';u.mm TexTt.] What objection was made
to Paul ¥ hat test was proposed ¢

LessoN VI Paul Assailed. Acts 21, 27-40.—On
whose complaint was Paul assailed # How was he res-
cued ¥ To what place was he taken for refuge ¥ W hat
request did hemade ¥ What was his spirit, us given in
the GoLvEN TEXT.

Lesson VII. Paul's Defense. Acts 22, 1-21.—In
what lanfunge did Paul make his defense ¥ What con-
fession did hemake ¥ What experience did he recount ¥
What charge had he received ¥ What is the GOLDEN

EXT.

Lessox VIII. Foul Before the Council. Acts 23.
1-11.—=Who was chief of the council that tried Paul +
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Why did Paul rebuke him ¢ What did he declare him-
seélf to he? What commotion followed ¢ How was
Paul strengthened in his trial # [GoLpEN TEXT.]

LessoN IX. Paul Sent to Felix. Acts 23, 12-24.—
What conspiracy was formed against Paul ¥ How was
it revealed ¥ Who defeated the plan? To what place
was Paul sent ? What is the GoLDEN TEXT ¥

Lesson X. Paul Before Felix, Acts 24, 10-27.—
What doctrine did Paul declare ¥ What was his
especial desire? [GoLpEN TexT.] What effect had
Paul's preaching upon Felix ¥ To what conclusion did
Felix come ¥

LessoNy XI. Paul Before Agrippa. Acts 26. 1-18,
—What history did Paul relate to the king #  What did
he say of his former spirit ¥ Whose presence had ar-
rested him? |[GoLpEN Text.] What great commis-
sion had been given him ?

LessoN XII. Paul Vindicated. Acts 20, 19-20.—
What was Paul's determination ¥ [GoLpeN TExT.]
What was Festus's opinion of Paul # “What was Paul's
reply ¥ What was
was his final verdict ?

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

See if you can repeat the GoLpeN Texrs for the
quarter :
1. And upon— 7. What shall—
2. Repentance toward— %. And the night—
3. Feed the— 9. If any man—
4. The will— 10. A conscience—
5. And when— 11. Who art—
6. I am— 12. Having therefore—

Lesson I.—Where do we find Paul in this lesson #

ing Agrippa's testimony ¥ What |

At Troas. How long did they stay in the upper
chamber ¢ Until daylight. What happened ¢ A boy
ied, and was brought to life again,
Lgsson IL.—For whom did Paul send ¢ The elders
of the Church at Kphesus. How did he feel when he

thought of all he was to suffer ? Strong, because he |
| Christ, having in it twelve letters, one for each lesson,

had been (aithful.

Lesson [11.—What warning did Paul give ¢ Beware
of false teachers, What would help them to be ready
for them ¢ 'To be on the wateh, hat sad thing hap-
pened ¢ Paul had to say farewell.

LessoN 1V.—Where did Paul stop on his way to Je-
rusalem. At T'yre. Where did he go from Tyre *
To Philip’s house in Cesarea. What did they try to
do in both places ¥ Keep him from going to Jeru-
‘salem.

LessoxN V.—Whom did Paul meet in Jerusalem ? The
®lders of the Church, What did he do to please them ?
Went to the temple to fulllll the Jewish vow,

LessoN VI.—What did the people do while Paul was
in the temple ¢ Laid hands on him and dragged him
out into the court. As they were about to kill him,
what did the chief captain do? Had him bhound and
carried to the eastle. What did he ask leave to do ?
Speak to the people.

LessoN VIL—Whom did Paul say he was ? An edu-
cated Jew, Of what did he speak tothem ? His cone
version,

LessoN VIII.—Where did Paul next plead his cause ?
Before the el. What caused a great deal of
trouble # His talk about the resurrection of the dead,
Where was he carried for safety ¢ To the castle.

LessoN IX.—What did the Jews swear to do ¢ Kill
Paul. Who heard of it and told the captain ¢ Paul’s
mephew. What did the captain do ? Sent him away
atnight to Cesarea.

LessoN X.—To whom did Paul tell the truth of the
whole matter? Felix the governor. Of what did
Paul preach to Felix and his wife? The judg-
;nem. What did Felix hope for ! Money to set him
ree.

LessoN XI.—Before whom was Paul next brought ¢
King Axrisp-. ‘What did he tell him ? OF his con-
version and call to preach the Gospel.

LessoN XIL—What did King Agrippa fhink as he
heard Panl ¢ ‘That he was beside If. How did
he feel # Almost persuade

did he say? * This man doeth nothin,

death.”

Symbol Review.
BY J. B. PFIPPS, ESQ.
Paul's Life after Conve sion—* All for Christ.”

Tos

TORSALE] | | AGRIPPA:

EXPLANATION, The review sentence is “‘ AU for

The scholars may write this sentence, or it may be
laced on the blackboard, and the letters numbered,
ach letter locates a lesson. ILLUSTRATION. The

teacher asks, What was the subject of Lesson VII? The

scholar thinks, * The seventh letter is C—Conversion of

Saul, In younger clusses the teacher may show the

symbols as here arranged for memory helps.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 144, Dominion Hymnal.
Holy, holy, holy ! Lord God Almighty ! ete.
No. 122, Dominion Hymnal.
Be it my only wisdom here, eto.
No. 206, Dominion Hymnal.
One more hymn we'll sing at parting, eto.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

17. What is the law of God ?

The law of God is his declared will respecting what men
are to do, and what they are not to do.

18. Where is the law to be found ?

In the Holy Seriptures of the Old and New Testaments.

19. What is there said of the excellency of this law?

That *“ the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and
righteous, and good.” (Romans vii. 12.)

—_—

LESSONS FOR APRIL, 1885,
Arrin 5. Paul's Voyage. Acts 27. 1, 2, 14-26,
Arnrin 12, Paul's Shipwreck. Acts 27, 27-44,
Arrir 19, Panl Going to Rome. Acts 28, 1-15,
ArniL 26, Paul at Rome. Acts 28, 16-31,
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Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
BY JOHN WILLIAMSON, M.D., D.D.
IX. March 1. Paul Sent to Felix. Acts
Lo 23, 1224,

1. The easiest and also the true way of explaining
this wicked and uu\‘udly conspiracy against Paul, ver.
1., Jer. 17. 9 ; 1sa. with Matt. 15. 8; 7. ..l. 12,

: Rom, 8. 73 Lccl 0 33 John 13, 2; Isa. 6. 10 ; Acts
2& 26, 27.

2, With what doctrinal error, and ecclesiastical ir-
regularity, or impropriety, could Paul be charged by
his enemlm‘. the of cial Sadducees and l’hnrlnm'
\clslﬁ 17. 813 1 Cor. 15. 12, 14, 17, 20, 22, 42-

Acls 15: 1Cor.7.18; Gal. 2. 2-5; 5.63 6.15; Phil.

s The Jewish Sanhedrin being the real, though dis-
guised, persecutor of Paul, at this time, it would be
well to keep in mind its lnlqnlwus hmury Matt. 26,
59 ; Mark 14.55; 15. 1, Luka 22. 66, ; John 11. 47,
483 18,813 Acts 4. 1 %2 7. 54-60.

4. A supreme gowrning body may be divinely insti-
tuted, as was the Sanhedrin, and afterward full into
iniquity in its ndmlnhlruuon. ovnlng to the corry] t
hearts of its members. Num, 24 ; Matt. b,

16. 6; 23; Luke 11, 393 12, 1; Matt, 2. 23-32; Acu
2. 8. Psa. 95. 10,

5. Other pledges and conspiracies eqlmlly finite,
rash, and umwnllln lecorded in: 18am. 14.24 ; Num,
16 9; 2 Sam 3 Esth.2.21; 1 King 1.5 ; Matt.
:’.0.3.4;]’54‘ 2. 9—5 \lm‘k 14.1; Acts 4. 27

6. How horalesl and unlnwlllgent the attempt made
by the enemies of Christ in this lesson, and repeated

certain unholy and stupid souls to-dn) to destroy
("imm»nny by deceit, ridicule, argument, or physical
force, when the God of heaven has said : lJo hn 3. 8

a, 42,4 45. 233 1Cor. 15. 25; Psa. 98.1; Luke2. 14
Heb. 2. 14; Phil, 2. 10 1 Chron, 29, 11 ' Rev. 5. 13
1 Tim. 6, 14-16 ; 1 Pet. 4,

7. Paul's Mth in God, and in his specific promises,
must huve been lneulmnbly vuluable to him in this
hour of oHI ver. 16. 1 Cor. 16.13; 2 Cor. 1. 24 ; Col.
1.23: 2Tim,1.12; 4.7; 1Tim. 4.8 ; Acts 23,11 ; Rom.
8.82; Phll 1.12; Heb.12. 6,

8. Who were the chief priests and elders, and what
were their lenlumnta duties, ver. 14. Deut, 17, 8-12;
19.17; 21. 5 33, 8, 10 ; 1 Chron, 23, 18 Lev. 21.10-1: 2'
Exod. M.l 9; Num. 11. 16 ; Psa. 107.

9. The real purity and Frentnesu o{ I‘nul as well as
the of his , may account
for the courteous treatment he m:eived, on 80 many oc-
casions, from the Roman officers, ver. 23, Rom. 1, 14-
165 Acts 16, 37 ; 24,23 ; 27. 3 28. 16; 26. 2,8;Rom.
15. 1,2;14.7. 8

10. 'I‘ha'pml!lve knowledge that as God's children in
the way of duty we are absolutely safe, should not pre-
vent us from doing all in our power to gunrd ourselves,
\ar 11 Acts 27, 29 8 .82, 2Cor.4.8,9; Prov. 16.9;

3 20.24; 21,1 Exod. 15, 9-11; 2 Sam, 17, 14, 15.

The lesson teaches :

1. Some of the worst of human conclusions have been
reached in the name of religion, and in obeying high
ecclesiastical leadership, ver, 12,

2. It i8 not improbable thut these cruel and cowardly
conspirators were hired to do this muarderous deed by
an ecelesiastical tyranny that feared Puul's

Lesson X. March 8. Paul Before Felix. Acts
24. 10-27.

Paul was accused before Felix of being a corrupt
chmacle: an insu&uwr of treason in the State, heresy
in the Church, and @ desecrator of God's house. To
pruwull wus this evidence : Acts10.2, 65 13.10; 21.26 ;

3. 16, 17 ; Matt. 22. 2 Dv:ul.. 10.16 5 80. 6
Jerl :Ro . %.28, 205 Phil. 3.
2. Paul in personal, political, and ecclesi
tical innocence, and resting in the positive promise of his
Lord, was ready to speak in any presence when bidden,
ver, 0. Matt. 10, 18, 19 ; Mark 18, 11 Luke 12, 11,
12; 21 14,15 Acts 6. 10; 26, 1; Psa. 110, 46 ; 1 Pet.

3. "There is nothing easier than lying," especially
when it can be made to judicially convict one whose
dulh is sought through bigotry, jealousy, or fear. Acts

6. 11; 1 Kings 21, 10, 13 ; Lev. 24, 16; Deunt. 13. 13;
g"'it.m 59, 605 Psa. 27,12 85.11 ; Exod. 20.16 ; Rev.

4, Paul was no more heretical, criminally heretical,
in belonging to the sect of the Nazarenes, than other
Jews were in belonging to the sect of the l’hurlseeu or
the sect of the Sadducees. Matt, 15, 1-9; 8.7 16. 1,
12-14; 28, 14, 15, 20 ; Luke 6, 6-8; 11. 47, 48; John 5.
81039, 165 "Acts 23. 8.

5. Paul was willing to be regarded as heretical, or
sectariun, when it meant doctrinal and ecclesiastical
improvement, but when it stood for error in either or
both of these particulars, he was opposed to it. 1 Cor.
1.10; 8.8 5. 11; 11. 16, 19 ; Matt. 18, 7, 17 ; Rom. 16.
11.2(,0)‘ 13. 11; Phil. 28 4. 25 2 Thess. 8. 6,14 ;
Tit. 8. 10; 1 Tim. 6. 3, 5.

6. Note the splendid lntelllgance. boldness, freedom,
and conscientionsness of Paul in relln}louﬁ worship,
vers, 14-16, Mic.4.5; Zech. 10,12 ; Cor.
3.12:7.4;12.115 1 Cor. 7. 22 Acl.! 20. 23; 26, 26;
Eph. 6. 19, 20,

7. The extent to which our hero succeeded in his
struggle for supreme personal cnnsclemlouxnesu. ver, 16.
Acts 23, 1; Rom. 9. 1; 13. 5; 14, 22; 1 Cor. 2. 4, 13;
2Cor. 1. 12 Heb. 9. 14 : 13. 18,

8. The sufferings of Paul, though great and peculiar,
were not in excess of the average allotment of such dis-
cipline to the race of which he wu n might, memher
1 Cor. 10. 13; Jas. 1. 2-4, 12; D ; g
Acts 4. 22; Rom. 8, 92; Rev. 7. 14.

9. Paul's ob ee(lonnhlo vhwl on the subject of the
resurtection of the dead, 1. Acts 2. 83 1 Cor. 15,
}‘;‘.g 85-44 5 1 Thess, 4. 16 !Tlm 2.18; Heb. 6. 1,2;

10. Paul's mighty presentation of Christ, not in re-
served, honeyed, apologetic terms, but a8 rij huou-nen,
tempernm‘e nnd ndgmanl to mmo. vcr 56 Deut.
25, with Rol 0.4, 5; Acts 17. 31, Heb
18 l(,orOM Gll b.lb‘ﬂ' ph 5. 18; ’l‘ltlS

5, 12, 16; 8. 6 3 18 o ll. 10; 1 Cor. 6. 9}
2 Cor b 10 B H 10, 28, 29,

The lesson teaches :

1. Onr address should always be courteous, and it
should nrtfnll{ compllment the merit of the one to
whom we speak, ver. 10.

2. Time is required todevelop any
ver. 11,
n.siy A positive accusation of guilt lldlnconlequemlul if

Aill sataikiad

ver, 14,

3. Men ready to murder find it eas; Io Ile lo those for
whom the murder is to be committ er,
4. When it is best, how natarally nnd anlly the Lord
can deliver an imperiled saint, ver, 16,
5. Paul had a personal part to accomplish in God's
plun of coming for him, ver, 17.
6. "The divine instrumentalities of protecting provi-
deuce always harmonize, ver, 18,
7. God usually, but not always, addresses man through
his written word, ver, 21,
8. Ungodly men, mmetlman, \mdarn rovidential in-
-plmlon. reveal the will of God, v Eg
9. God’s will here took the form of official Roman
tenderness, ver, 23,

10. God, let it not be forgot )
un#il his work was done, P (R

seful personal
record, vers, 12, 13.

4. We should cheerfully and freely avow our rellgious
convictions in any presence, at proper times, ver. 4

5. p is
but onfy by sup and \ eﬂnn,

0 For the eake of others we may conform to a really
valueless ceremonial, ver. 18,

7. Paul’s honest and artful courtesy won the leniency
of Felix, ver. 23,

8. Let us always be able, as well as wmlng. to repre-
senl Chrlnt adequately when invited, ver.

we_present Christ, let it nol bo timidly

lnd grm]ly. bat in bis trinity of doctrinal truth,
ver.

10. The only *‘ convenient ™ time to accept Christ is
the first time he is presented, ver, 25,
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Lesson XI. M-rxll 15. I'-ul Before Agrippa.

1. Chapter 25 clearly illustrates Gu(l‘s way of carry ing
out hix purposes, both I‘)anaﬂhe and retributive, dy
moving even unsanctified human cholco to du I|lu bl
dhx& lm 10. 5-12; 81. 5; Gen. 45, 5-7 ; 50. 20

11; Psa. 01.6 5 Pl‘m 20. 245 Aclsﬂ h,lB Pllll

'l‘he intelligent propriety of Paul’s appeal to Ceesar ;
Romun justice, when he was ussailed by an ecclesiastical
mub um;) 25, Dlul 2 38 7; Acts 18. 2 19, 21 ; Luke

'95.1; John 18. 81, 89; 19,
10 At.lgzlb 8" Dln U 18, 19; Acts 22, 25-28 ; 2'; 2.
3
3. Paul's long imprisonment ut Cesarea by Romans,
to please the Jews, prompts the reflection as to the class
of persons whom the Jewish Scr tures nllowed to be
thus confined. Gen. 42, 16-19 ; ings 22.27 ; 2 Chron.
;&D'gwohr 37.%1; 88.6; Man. 18.80 5 Luke 23. 19;

4. A]no, the kinds of prlsonl then in use. Gen. 39,
20; 41, 14 ; Jer, 38, 6; Zech. 9. 115 Acts 5, 185 167 24
Gen. 40 22 Mlm 14, 10

5. While in such horrible what addition-
al punishments were often InmcledY Jn es 16, 21 ;

l&ngsz. 27; Pea. 79, 114 102 203 . 0; Ezek.
19 93 Murk 6. 17 ; Acts 12.6;

6. A bright spot in_the up?.nlllnu durkncsu of&rlwn
life in_the nncient F‘u Gen. 39.

Prov. 16. 7; Dun. 1 3 Matt, 1.2, Acln 16 33,845 o
m. 25,365 27. 33 38. 16,&) 2 Tim. 1. 16.

Paul's artful method, the method of inspiration, to
predhi ose u distinguished and powerful individuul, or
assemblage of individuals, lo listen long and nltenuvely
to an argument, an ?pen or a reproof, verses 2, 3.
Rev. 2. 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 ; Acts 24. 10; Rom.
12,205 Prov. 25. 21, 225 Col. 3. 1113

8. Panl was bold to reveal to King Agrippa, and to
others who may have been present, the reul reason why
he was thus persecuted, doubtless that he might in so
disungnlshe i pranencangnln preach Christ, vere. v. 7.
Gen. 15. g 3 Deat 18, 15 2 Sam. 7. 12
]nn 4. h n l 5 | Ezek. 21, 27 Zech.13.1,7

9. We hl\e reaqon to think that only the barest oul-
line of this sermon has come down to us. This may be
a part, und n \er\ natural part, of the last remainder.
Psa. 69. 4 Isa. 8. 14§ Matt. 21. 42 ; Luke 2.1
John .44« 15 24,9, Actua 20-22; Rom. 9. 32; Gal.
. 4.

10. No other conversion was ever so umnrknble.
phenomenal, overwhelming, but all genuine ones are
«“mlly satisfactory in revealing to the ** new creature

om they produce the personal atonlng Cause.
1 Kings 18.37; Prov.1.23; Dan. 12.8; John 6. 44
Rom. 1. 16 ; 15,183 1 Cor. 1. 18; RTIm o
10 ; James 5. 19, 20; Heb. 7. 2.

The lesson teacher :

1. Opportunity, being always providentially presented,
shoul gemlly embraced, ver. 1.

2. It is wise, artful, in beglvmlnn an address to one, or
more, to use a trifle of judicious flattery, vers. 2, 8.

Lesson XII. March 'I‘J. Paul Vindicated, Acts
26. 19-32.

1. The only sufficient explnnunun. and comrldlsum
tion from the heathen nations, of the Jewish people, w:
their hope of the Messianic Deliverer whom Paul n Te
preached. lsam210 Num. 24, 17; Psa. 2, 6, 8, 9;
45; 72, 8; Isa. 9, 7 39,343.!”.5&531 Dan
fl 17, 143 9. 24, 95 Micah 5, 2; Zech. 9. 9; 14,95 Mal.

2. Paul having been thus miraculously called to the
missionary fleld of the Gentile world, “was not diso-
bedient unto the heavenly vision ;" he Inslantl and
mightily \wnt. wnl 19. Rom.1.1,7; 1 Cor.

5, 1-3; 2 Cor. 1. : Gal, 1. 14, 12; Eph. 1. la‘i,

Pllllllw LullH 1 Thess -,

3. The Gentile world which Paul was called to evan-

gelize, together with grro hecln*s mlltlnn to its con-
jon, ete.  Gen, 10, 1 Cor. 12, 2 l-‘|m

lTheudblm.lllO&ll ;62,2

Jer. 9; .23 Joel 8.9; Micah. 5. 8; Mal. 1,11,

4 The l\lbjects of Paul's preu‘hlnn to the Gentiles
were : turning from sin, turning to God, and tumlnu
out righteousness, ver. 20. Deut, 6. 25, with Rom. 10, 5;
1 Kings 8. ﬁﬁ.ﬂi Matt. 9. 13; Acts 2, 38; 3, 19; 8, 2‘..
:1 11%, 17. 80; James 4. 9, 10; Rev. 2 5, IIJ 8. 3 Roni.

5. Paul's authority for saying that he was delivered
from the murderous wrath of the Jews by an act of God,
ver, 22, Acts 21, 30; Exod, 15. 9-11; 2 Bam. 17, 14, 15;
Psa, 91, 3, 11; 33, 10; 4012 "Matt. 6. 3-34; 10, 30,

6. What had “ the’ pmpheu und Mosea * said should
come? ver, 22, Luke 4. 27, 463 N 17; Deut. !n
lz';‘:‘(i lsgl 9,73 52,7 ; Jer. 93, 5; Nll.h . 15; Micah 5.2

7. The Gospel of Christ as Paul
Jews was mainly objectionable to them on aceount of
its atonement (“should suffer '), conversion (* rise
from the dead"), and unlvurumy (**to the Gentiles "),
vr.k&ml. 0; 22, 6, 14, 1 w...o.ml 11,
49; 53.2,4-6, 12; 28.19 Dan.7. 14; 9. 2

2, 1
. One of the many blessed mennlngn m us of Chml s
reuumﬂlon. ver. 23, 1 Cor, 15, 20, 23, 53; Eccles. 3.
12, 7; Matt. 10, 28; 22, 80; Luke 20, 37; John 10. a;
2 Tim. 1. 10.

9. As Christ began to live again after his death,so the
lives we are now living in the physical an- to resume in

resented it to the

the munecuon. and both soul and body are thus to live
lnrever. Job 3 Psa, 49, 15; Isa. 19 Dan. 12, 2;
85-“' H erk 12,24, John 11, 94 1 Cor. 15; 15,

v, 20.13.

10. P.ul being justified by faith, had more than the
peace and joy of a king, or a brilllant assemblage usso-
ciated with a king, an he had the courteous hardihood
to say so in the presenoe ot both, ver. 20, Rom. 6, 23;
8, 17, 18, 28; 1 Cor. 9. % Cor.d.l-. 5 l Phil. 1.23;
2 Tim. 2. 12. 4.8; Col. 1 . 12; Heb, 1

'l'he lesson teaches :

. The primary purpose of this address was individual

rlst persuasion ; incidentally it was intended for
self-defense, whether Agrippa’s famous concession was
fronical or candid, as the exegetes are unprepared to

agree.
2. When a duty is clearly known it should at once be
doaneizfr 19,

3. One whom you publicly skillfully
«expert " will listen long and well to your nddreﬂ, and
henceforth be your disciple.

4. C 1, or organic, g , whether it be
meritorious or otherwise, in human character, cannot
remain long popularly nnobserved, ver. 4.

5. Conscientious chung:s of religious tonviction being
possible, and, it may frequent, should always be
ler:derlv :;e\ered by those whose convictions change
no ver,

6. The honesty, if not the intelligence, of a conviction
is clearly enough proved when a man joyfully suffers
that he may indulge it, ver, 6.

f
conver:lon, r.!,:gl mlmh iy)epur::i sel;'vlce, ver, 20,
effo) alwa, made
wg‘“}:""}' : d ; ys" y Satan to put a stop
aving found the wi ofGod. any man w -
termined to do it, regardlessof the rzonnl mm?:-
volved, may depend upon divine help, ver. 22,
6. That is ne tg , but srecnlnllng, which
sents lny ouwr nn the few biblical th emes, ver.
rist to atone for sin, a risen Christ
for’ lplrltual mruuon. and an impartial Christ for
every sinner, are the preacher’s inexhaustible stock of
mstenal for sermons, ver. 23,
L A pmn(:. obstinate, dishonest sinner cannot now

Paul believed, and 8o do 1, in the p
nlblllt of the resumption of physlcul Ilvlng by the pow-
erof 5y od, after the singular providence of mortality,
ver.

8. A strong mind may be consclentiously set in a
horrid purpose of persecution and murder, ver. 9.

9. 1am surprised, not at the power and glory of thig
conversion, but that it is not being repeated thousands
of times daily.

10. This was the same voice that had tried ineffect-
ually to mnke missionaries of the originul apostles.
Acta 1.8 ver. 1

1 sermon, and could not then, ver,

9. Paul, unembarrassed by this abrupt but 3
mentary intrusion, responded most murl:eou:ly ?:msg{}-
de.ennﬁ vers, 2?.,’ Agrl
0, How coul a R ml “king,”
Iever in the Jewlm pgg;'heu. or. 25, e

. Better give up lve th ‘than insist upon
'“n'i“}‘l:,‘i”‘w‘.‘&"’"" c'séi'::n ot
genu ne m. would gladly
bave shared Wi rsecutors the
1lls, of his exwrlmmo,pa ' 29, kdonh -
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Review Service for the First Quarter.
BY J. WALLIS COOK.

SUBJECT, PAUL, THE CONSECRATED
WORKER FOR GOD.
Superintendent. Concerning whom have we been
studying the past twelve weeks ? . .
School. Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of
God, according to the promise of life which'is in Christ
esus.
I perintendent, What are the leading incidents in the
1i%2 of the apostle Paul, up to the time when our lessons
begin?
)r.z‘rlmal. Paul wasa Jew, born in Tarsus, educated at
the feet of Gamaliel,"and an ardent persecutor of the
Christians, While on his way to Damascus, he was
stricken down by a light from heaven, and not disobedient
unto the heavenly vision he became a disciple of the Lord
Jesus. Thus the vessel chosen to carry the Gospel to the
Gentiles was consecrated to the service of the Crucified
One. He made three missionary journeys, visiting Asia
Minor, Greece, and Macedonia, and he” was eminently
successful in winning many souls for Jesus, and establish-
ing many Churches. . i
Superintendent. What rei.tion, then, did Paul bear to
Christianity ? . .
School. Christ originated Christianity ; Paul organized
it, Christ imparted to humanity spiritual 'ife, and dis-
closed a hope of pardon and glorious immortality. Paul
embodied in letters the truths which Christ left scattered
in priceless gems, unwritten, save by his disciples, and
gathered into Church organizations those individual souls
1o whom Christ had given soiritual life.

Hym~, 10, 11,
Ye servants of God, Kgur Master proclaim,
And publish abroad his wonderful name ;
The name all-victorious of Jesus extol ;

His kingdom is glorious, and rules over all.
God ruleth on high, almighty to save

And still he is nigh ; his presence we have :
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
Ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King,
Then let us adore, and give him his right,
All glory and power, all wisdom and might,
All ﬁonor and blessing, with angels above,
And thanks never ceasing for infinite love.

Superintendent. This first lesson tells us of a commun-
dom Sabbath at Troas. Will the boys repeat the Golden
Text? g

Boys. ** And upon the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached
unto them.” ” 3

Superintendent. Will the girls relate the miracle
wrought by Paul at this service ?

Girls. * And there sat in a window a certain youn,
man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deepsleep: aug
as Paul was Ionipreaciun?. e sunk down wilﬁ sleep, and
fell down from the third loft and was taken up dead.  And
Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing himsaid,
Trouble not yourselves ; for his life is in him,”

Al Thus Paul comforted the Church at Troas, by his
cheering presence, by his Gospel sermon, by his great
power with God, ith minds made serious ‘and hearts
filled with thankfulness they celebrated the eucharistic
feast, and at dawn of the next day the apostle departed.

Superintendent. In the second lesson we find Paul at
Miletus, Will the boys tell for whom Paul sent,

Boys. The elders of the Church of Ephesus.

Superi; dent, In Paul's hing address to the
elders he states his one theme of preaching. This is
givenin the Golden Text, which the girls of the school will
please repeat.

Girls. ** Repentance toward God, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Superintendent. What Paul said to the elders of
Eﬁhesus on this occasion he said through them to the
other presbyters, not only of that province, but of the
whole Church ; not only then, but ever since and through
all aﬁes for which end it has been left on record

Al, Paul's spirit and words on this occasion should
stimulate us to a more earnest service for the Master, Let
us daily pray for this.

Superintendent, In the third lesson what meed/ul
words of counsel did Paul address to these elders at
Miletus ?

School, He exhorted them ‘“‘to feed the Church of
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”

Superintendent. Whatother exhortations did Paul give
these shepherds of the Church ?

School. Take heed therefore unto yourselves, to rely on
the grace of God ; to support the weak, and to remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, It is more blessed to give
than to receive.

Superintendent. Why were these words of counsel
necessary.

School. They were to take heed, for men would endeavor
to draw them away from Christ ; they were to feed the
Church, for it is the purchase of Christ; they were to
rely on God's grace, for it would build them up, and they
were to support the weak, for it is Christ's command.

Girils. May the Lord Jesus help us to remember these
loving words of counsel.

Boys. Amen and Amen !

Hymn, S. M.

A charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify 3

A never-dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.

To serve the present age,
My cnllinf to fulfill,—

O may it all my powers engage,
To do my Master's will,
Help me to watch and pray,

And on thyself rely,
Assured, if I my trust betray,
1 shall forever die.

Superintendent, The fourth lesson, ** Paul Going to
Jerusalem,” introduces us to the occasion in which the
apostle shows the spirit of self-sacrifice. Please relate
the incidents of Paul's journey ?

School. Paul sailed from Miletus to Rhodes, from thence
to Patara, from thence to Tyre, and from thencealong the
coast to Cesarea, In the words of Scripture, ** As we tar-
ried there many days, there came down from Judea a
certain prophet, named Agabus. And when he was come
unto us, he took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own hands
and feet, and said : Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the
Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle,
and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. And
when we heard these things, both we, and they of that
place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem."

Superintendent. What noble reply did Paul make to
these entreaties of his friends ?

School. Then Paul answered (in words as simple as they
are sublime) : * What mean ye to weep and to break mine
heart? For I am ready not to be bound only, but also te
die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

Al In the language of the Golden Text, his friends
acquiesced in his decision, saying, ** The will of the Lord

done.”

Boys. What lessons may we learn in times of trying

i with itions of danger?

Girls, Steadf: to duty, of purpose,
and heroism in devotion, g .
Superintendent. Will you repeat the titles of the next

two lessons ?

School, ** Paul at_Jerusalem " and ** Paul Assailed.”

Superintendent. When the apostle reached Jerusalem,
what did he immediately do?

School. He declared particularly what things God had
wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry, and all the
Church at_Jerusalem united in glorifying God for the
triumphs of the (;osgel.

Superintendent. Paul be;
journey at Antioch, Will t
return thither ?

Boys. ** And when the seven days (during which Paul
was performing his vow) were almost ended, the Jews
which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple,
stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him,

Superintendent. This was really the end of the thivd
missionary. jurntz. because we learn from the following
lesson that he wascharged falsely and arrested wickedly.
Will you tell the story of Paul's arrest

School. ** Then the chief captain came near, and took
him, and commanded him to be bound with two chains ;
and demanded who he was, and what he was,”

Ean this his third missionary
e boys relate why he did not




—————————————
Superintendent. Observe how blind was the zeal, and |

now furious the rage, of the anbelieving Jews, against the
apostle, Well might he u". as he does in the Second
Epistle to the Corinthians, eleventh chapter and twenty-
third verse, **in labors more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequent. in deaths oft.”
HymN, 8,7

Jesus, 1 my cross have taken,

All'to leave, and follow thee ;
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken,

Thou, from hence, my. all shall be:
Perish every fond ambition,

All I've sought, and hoped, and known ;
Yet how rich is my condition,

God and heaven are still my own'!
Let the world despise and leave me,

‘They have left m; Saviour, too ;
Human hearts and looks deceive me ;

Thou art not, like man, untrue
And, while thou shalt smile upon me,

God of wisdom, love, and might,
Foes may hate, and friends may shun me ;

Show thy face, and all is bright.

Superintendent, Though many strange places were
occupied as a pulpit by this pioneer preacher of the cross,
none was so striking as this the stair-way in the temple.
Standing chained to two mailed men, he commands the
attention of the excited mob in the temple court by his
velation of the storyef his conversion which we find in
the sevent

School. With great wisdom and tact Paul addresses the
maddened crowg. He repeats, with most courteous ad-
dress, the story of his ‘marvelous conversion, how he had
b.en changed from the persecutor to the preacher, and

how he had received his great commission to tell to dying

brought before the great council, the Sanhedrin, to answer
the ¢ arfes made against him, Will the boys repeat the
Golden Text of this lesson, which contains assurance and
comfort from the Lord ?uu '

joys. ©* And the night following, the Lord stood by him,
and said, Be of good cheer, Paul.”

Superintendent. Will the lEir]s give the reason of this
divine personal visitation to aul ?

Girls. As once re at Corinth, and once after in
ocean peril, Christ came ina vision for the cheer and stay of
Paul's spirit, for the consecrated worker was questioning

the present, and depressed concerning the
ot for his own Christian comfort, or peace in
trusting, for his faith was adequate to his personal needs ;
but Christ came to Paul at this time, partly to acquaint
him that his work in Jerusalem was finished, and that it
was approved, and to assure him concerning the longed-
for work at Rome, that he should finish his course with

joy.

Superintendent, Were Paul's trials over?

School. No, for in the ninth lesson we find the apostle
the victim of a freacherous design to take his life.

Superintendent. Will you tel something concerning
this plot. ‘
Scrnl. “ And when it was day, certain of the Jews
banded together, and bound themselves under a curse,
sa :I’I that they would neither eat nor drink till they had
kiﬁ Paul” The tribune Claudius Lysias, upon learning
the vow of these fanatical zealots against the apostles life,
and fully aware_that the sanctity of the temple nor the
strength of the citadel would afford protection to the man

od, the same night sent_his prisoner under a strong

protecting guard to Felix at Cesarea.

Hymn. C. M.

Father of love, our Guide and Friend,
O lead us gently on,

Until life’s trial time shall end,
And heavenly peace be won.

We know not what the path may be
As yet by us untrod ;

But we can trust our all to thee,
Our Father and our God.

Christ by no flowery pathway came §
And vyz. his follozrepr: here,

Must do thy will and praise thy name,
1In hope, and love, and fear.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER

Superintendent. Will you repeat the topics of the next

)

two SOns
ASr/uwI"  paul before Felix” and “ Paul before

‘(rri-trndut. In the first of these lessons we see Paul,
evoted preacher, not merely refuting the false charges
which have been brought against him, but improving the
np(ortunity to preach Fesus,and directs attention to his
life, which furnishes the evidence of the truth of his faith,
In the other lesson he seis before Kinﬂ Agrippa the oper-
ations of divine graceand the twofold mission which had
been given him to do.

School. Paul, in the presence of Felix, was as the inferior
before his superior, as the prisoner before the free man, as
the accused one before his judge ; but in the light of divine
things it is the governor who stands accuse before his
judge, as one bound by the cords of sin before the freed
gan of the Gospel, as the inferior alarmed before the hero

the

Boys. And as Paul embraced the opporlnnily to preach

esus.

Girls. So Felix lost the

Superintendent. What
King Afr*ﬁa.

School. The address of Paul before the king is one of
the longest ‘which Luke has recorded, It isa §eren.~¢ of
himself against unjust accusations, yet he does not seek to
demo his personal i but to vindicate his
mission and labors as an apostle, It is the last public
testimony which the apostle delivered on the soil of
Palestine. "

Superintendent. In the next and last lesson of the
quarter, we are told of the effects of these wonderful words
of the apostle. Will you tell something concerning Paul's
royal listeners ?
School. The simple earnest words_of the follower of

esus were delivere before the most distinguished assem-

ly, in a secular point of view, in the presence of which he
had ever appeared ; but they had no appreciable effect
uron the hearts or minds of his noble hearers—each and
all. The governor Festus and King Agrippa neglected
the golden opportunity, for the one replies with a jest,and
the other with words of derision and scorn. Paul’s holy
zeal is met by A rippa's mockery { Paul's joyful assur-
ance of faith hx grippa’s lamentable want of decision,
and Paul's over i i

portunity to embrace Jesus,
efense did Paul make before

owing love by Agrippa’s affected indiffer-

ence.
Slgrrinlmdul. What was the judgment concerning
aul
School. He was declared innocent of offense.
‘A2l In the summing up of the quarter's lessons we find
the thought of consecration conncc(in; them, like a seri
of pearls strung on a olden thread. . Two lhin%
the conversion of Paul, and in every conversion : the
gets_an_Almighty Saviour, and God gets a willing serv.
ant.”” Paul was a chosen vessel, and all through his
Christian life he was permitting God to use him in answer
to his earnest request made at the time of his conversion.
The name of Christ is the precious thing wherewith the
vessel is charged. ** We are so many vessels labeled on
the outside with the name of Christ. Some are looking
on who do not believe that the Spirit which fills us is the
S%lnl of Christ. Before them gnr the name of Chris,
when needful, on your lips, the Spirit of Christ in your
heart, the example of Chnst in your conduct.”

Hymn, 8, 7.

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constained to be!
Let lh! goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering hi
Prone to wander, lord,
Prone to leave the God 1 love |
Here's m¥ heart, O take and seal
Seal it for thy courts above.

it

Note.—As each lesson-topic is mentioned in the above
review service, have it written upon the blackboard and
the initials will spell CONSECRATION, which is th
cg‘l’tml thought of the quarter, and a good topic fora
address.

Or, have the letters (cut from card-board) suspende!
from a wire at the rear of the Superintendent's desk,
each letter being brought forward and placed i
when the particular lesson is mentioned.

in positio



