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servation almost invariably attains at the expense of every 
human tie and of every virtue. The gnawings of 
hunger gradually blunt and destroy every feeling which is 
not centred in self, and there ls41ways the suggestion ready to 
hand, that, as food for the whole household is not to be had. 
it is better that one or two of its members should be sacrificed 
for the rest. There is no reason to suppose that the sufferers 
in China yielded more readily to the temptation than others 
have done under similar circumstances, but now at least the 
traffic in human beings is openly carried on. Husbands sell 
their wives, and parents their children in open market.

A traveller recently returned from China writes: “When I 
left the country a respectable married woman could easily be 
bought for six dollars and a little girl for two. In cases, how- 
ever, where it was found impossible to dispose of their chil
dren, parents have been known to kill thorn sooner than wit
ness their prolonged sufferings, in many instances throwing 
themselves afterward" down wells, or committing suicide by 
arsenic.” A less avowed form of selfishness, but one not the 
less cruel, is the desertion of households by the bread-winners. 
Thousands of able-bodied men are daily emigrating from the 
famine-stricken districts to Mongolia and elsewhere, leaving 
the old men, women, and children to die of hunger or to strug
gle through as best they may.—[London Saturday Renew.

This is only one of many reports we read, and 
when you have read, weigh well the attributed 
cause, which was neglect to plant and protect trees. 
Now, use your own judgment. You went on that 
hard play farm, or on that sandy, loamy one when 
covered with trees ; you cleared part and had 
plenty of moisture, and a luxuriant crop rewarded 
you for many years. But you continued to clear 
and your neighbors cleared. The expanse is 
wide; the hot summer sun and drying winds now 
take possession of that once fertile, happy, pro
ductive spot; your broad-leaved, hardy com wilts 
and diwops its wilted leaves more than of yore; the 
grass is burned to its roots; the cattle, horses and 
sheep already show the struggle coming. Where 
is their thrifty appearance ? gone ! The poor 
hens crawl below some weed, distend their wings 
and open wide their mouths for the lack of that 
humidity that used to be so refreshing and invigor
ating when you first commenced your clearing.

As that corn is wilting, as the poor cattle are 
starving, and as the poor hens arc opening their 
mouths from dire heat and lack of moisture, so 
must all of your children suffer for the lack of the 
timber we destroy. We must have dry seasons, as 
they have in the most fertile parts of China. One 
of our only chances to protect our descendants 
from being in as bad a state as the poor creatures 

in China and India is to plant trees.
It is the duty of Legislatures to encourage the 

planting of trees. Every county councilman ought 
to be elected to stay at homo unless he uses his 
position for the proper advancement of such im
provements; in fact, the planting of trees should 
be a guide to the selection of proper men to be our 

If you take a Councilman or a 
Member of Parliament who has no flowers or trees 
he is apt to be coarser, less educated, more bigoted 
and less suitable for such a position than one who 
has trees and flowers.

looking snake fences, or shall we adopt the plan of 
leaving our timber for more useful purposes, as in 
France, Germany and many other enlightened 

Even in some parts of the State of 
New York the farmers have abandoned the old 
plan of fencing, and the sooner it is abolished in
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countries ?

old settled parts of Canada the better, 
that many may differ with us in this view, but 
when we are forgotten, as we shall be, perhaps 

bound volume of the Advocate may bosome
turned to and regretful tears may be shed by the 
starving, hungry readers, and they will say that 
the idea of abandoning the destruction of our for
ests for fencing and the planting of trees, now so 
forcibly brought before you, should have been 
adopted. The time has come when it is absolutely 
necessary to plant trees.

Ever since we commenced the publication of this 
journal we have attempted to induce farmers to 

shall continue to Ûo so. We
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on an average ofOur rates for single insertion 

Inch, space of nonpareil (a line consists 
eight words).
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Manufacturers

plant trees, and we 
have formerly held forth as a great incentive to 
planting trees the enhancing of the value and the 
beautifying of our farms and the country. Now 
we intend to appeal to you in another way, which 
we hope may have more effect. In our foreign ex
change papers we read of the existing famine in 
India and China. The extent of this calamity ap
pears worse to us than that a hundred wars or 
any other calamity that ever befcl the inhabitants 
of this earth since the Deluge. Can it bo credible 
that double the number of the entire population of 
this Dominion are actually dying of starvation ? 
Millions have died and millions morq must die. 
Head the account.

now

On the Wing.
WeWe have not taken a long flight this time.

Burford Plains, in Brant County, also 
miles into London Township, 

mentioned township is one of the

went to 
drove some
This latter
wealthiest in Middlesex, and Middlesex is one of 
the best agricultural counties in the Dominion. 
We presume the farmers of this county can count 
their savings by millions. Buggies and car
riages, silks and jewelry, pianos and mclodeons arc 
the rule, not the exceptions of the luxuries en
joyed by farmers in this county. But despite these 
blessings there is a defect. The passing gen
eration have waged war against the forest; they 
manfully subdued it, and have reaped rich rewards 
for the wood they have destroyed or sold in the 
city, and from the crops raised on the land.

is still heard on many farms, but
The

The following extract from the Saturday Review gives 
a succinct account of the facts connected with the famine in 
China A pelfusal of it will convince all of the inqiertaneu of 
tree planting; and will serve to show the dire calami tics that 
maybe averted by taking time by the forelock.

The scene of tlie famine is the vast delta plain which forms 
one of the most noticeable features in the surface of China, 
and which includes the provinces of Chihlo, Shanse, Shense 
and Honan. This immense plateau covers an area of 240 721 
square miles, and is inhabited by a population of upward of 
seventy millions. The soil, which consists almost entirely of 
loess is so highly productive when watered by seasonable 
rains’ that the district covered by i t used to be regarded as the 
Eden of China. But on the other hand, it is easily percolated 
by water and consequently fails to retain moisture for any but

rich m^plentwus croT^buTat'um present time so œmplcte- 
H- ave these forests been destroyed that from Peking to 
Hankow-a distance of 700 miles scarcely a tree or shrub ,s to 
he seen except in the immediate neighborhood of some of the 
vifiaoes and old men say that now ram falls less frequently
à with orcatcr vehemence than formerly, and that the show
ers w hiclf used to water the earth at seed-time can no longer

The
woodman’s axe
there are some on which it is heard no more, 
last tree is gone that could possibly be taken for 
building, fencing or fuel. One farmer we met had 
been driving thirty miles for rails; another was 
getting posts and lumber from hundreds of miles 

But comparatively few farmers have

are

away.
be reckoned upon.

thevichlwas far below the average. What, then, is the 
result’ It is this-that seventy millions are ill the direst 
want of food, of whom it is reckoned ninb millions are actually 
Curving The imagination fails to picture the amount of 
misery and distress represented by these figures, and the ac- 
euunts which reach this country from missionaries

the spot, of houses tenanted only by the starved dead, of 
thousands of emaciated corpses lying by the roadside and n 
the streets of villages, of the efforts of some to gain nounsh- 
ment from the bark of trees, the thatch from the roofs of 
houses and even from earth and slate-stone, give us but a 
( out glimpse of the unutterable woe which has overwhelmed 
a population nearly twice as numerous as that of the whole 
German Empire.

PLANTED A TREE representatives.
of any kind except in their orchards. The wealthy 
farmer who had drawn rails thirty miles has not a 
tree planted along the roadside or hardly anywhere 
else; the other wealthy farmer, also, who was ini- 

hundreds of miles distant for 
road-

and othersporting timber from 
fencing, has not yet any trees growing by t iu 
aide. The question again arises

TO THE LADIES.

We know well that you will aid us, because you 
know we are ri£ht. Now, just persuade your 
father, husband, brother or sweetheart to plant 
ami protect one tree, at least.

fence ?» FENCE OR NO 

Shall we continue to strip our woods of the best 
timber to keep up these ugly, crooked, miserable

That one will in
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1
and trunks of the trees had been carefully scraped

In this orchard
ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE BUTTER TRADE.M dace come other per»» to plant one or more Von

isrrx-“■ « -i* • p-'=". - - -
and there is a possibility of you being one of

;o iiThe butter business of 1877-8 will be, or <S6ght 
long remembered by ‘ ‘ thj| trade ” as dis

tinctly as the French people reriRmber 1872 and 
the Franco-German War. Indeed, if our mer
chants will remember 1877 and ’78 as long and as 
advantageously to themselves as the French re
member 1872, the disaster which has attended the 
handling of butter in the past season may prove a 
blessing after all. The history of the butter busi- 

in 1877-8 is full of profit, and we record it 
that it may be “ profitable for reproof, for correc
tion, for instruction in ” -butter-making. There 
has bee* a dangerous and unworthy rival in the 
field against us; our American friends would call 
it “a nigger in the fence,” and oi*r English bro
thers would term it “ a dark horse.” This rival is 
butterine or oleomargarine. Of the butter (or 
what has been retailed as butter) consumed in 
Britain during the past year, we understand that 
70 per cent, has been butterine, shipped from the 
continent of Europe and from the United States, 
and, we are informed, some shippers have brought 
the stuff into Canada from Chicago in bond, 
branded the word ‘ ‘ Canada ” on the packages and 

Canadian butter. This

:et,
i to be, lose

T!( A NOVEL PLAN
in arbor cultiure which the former proprietor had 
put into practice, and which is referred to more 
fully on another page.

Mr, Palmer uses large quantities of salt, and 
finds it very beneficial. In driving through this 
part of the country we noticed many more trees 
growing along the roadsides and along line fences 
than in many other sections. This we attribute in 
a great measure more to good luck than to good 
management, as on the plain lands the oak, which 
is found on them, is very tenacious of life and is 
more persistent in growing than the timber found 
on clay lands.
along the fences, and now it has become both use
ful and ornamental—so much so that those who 
had been careful to cut everything down now sec
that their farms do not look so well, and are plant- ^S^beSedln England in good order 

mg to be equal to their neighbors, lhe beauty ot all(i condition from Belgium or France in thirty 
the rows already growing induces other farmers to hours, and sold at 50s. to 60s. per 112 lbs. 
imitate the example. There are stay-at-home and Mrs. John Bull appear to like it, so long as
farmers on some clay soils who are far behind the they don’t know that it is largely composed o the 

. . , . , coarse fatty refuse of calves, bulls and cows; and
times m beautifying their farms, and who see thfiTr the ghrewd Knglish grocers who retail it at Is. per 
stock exposed to the scorching rays of the sun and jh.( and thereby double their money, take good 
the severity of winter without attempting to pro- care to keep mum and sell it as nice fresh butter.

, And when Canadian butter is offered there at its
tecttnem. value, say 90s. to 112s. per 112 lbs., they shake

their heads and say they “have no trade for these 
Canadian butters.” Why ? Because Canadian 
butter gives them only a profit of about Id. per 
pound, and butterine pays them Od. per pound 
profit; consequently they don't want to see genu
ine butter, or to let the consumer get a hankering 
after it.

care,
the instrumenta that may avert such a calamity as 
a famine in our land, 
planted, go into the woods and get a maple, even if 
the buds are out and the leaves beginning to start. 
Cut off the top; it will make fresh buds and make 

May and June are good months to plant

mate 
the ! 
be 11 
into 
they

m If you have not already

r Idness ter ] 
pool 
in s< 
shot 
ever

a tree.
evergreens, but you must not let the roots get dry 
in moving them.

We have seen some parts of Canada where farm
ers have planted with more spirit and energy than 
in London Township, but there are places we have 
seen in other counties that are suffering more for 
want of trees than this township is.
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F It has been left to fight its way
A MODEL FARM. It

In one of our journeyings last year we met the
Our

kno
whi
fere

I old veteran nurseryman, George Leslie, sr. 
conversation was—as it generally is when we meet 
__on agricultural or horticultural subjects.

“Doctor,” said Mr. L (that is the pet name 
with which he often salutes us) “ you must go and 

the Model Farm of the West; Mr. Thomas 
Palmer, of Burford has it. You will be much 
pleased; go and see it.”

We promised when an opportunity occurred that 
would take the trip, and on the 15th of April 

It is situated about a mile

ing■3;' Mr. Isle
coldm see ence
soil:
ploi
twe
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III

f*! heawe; i TAX ON ENTIRE HORSES.

A correspondent whose article appears in this 
journal has awakened our ideas on this subject. If

tax of $50 per head were put on entire horses it 
would have the effect of causing propagation from 
the best, and many inferior horses would be with
drawn from propagating their species. If such a 
tax should be levied it should be expended in 
awarding liberal prizes for good horses, good 
and good colts. Such a law might be enacted. It 
is our impression that owners of good stallions 
would hail such a law with pleasure, and that 
every enterprising farmer would be satisfied 
that we certainly should have more valuable 
horses for export. Greater attention would be 
paid to importing and raising the best.

The collecting of the tax and the expenditure of 
it might be placed in the hands of Agricultural 
Societies in each locality, and, in fact, the right to 
impose the tax might be left with them. The law 
might fix a maximum and minimum rate, as some 
wealthy localities might wish to have it raised to 
$100, while other poorer sections might consider 
$25 sufficient. It would create greater interest in 
the Agricultural Societies, which would also be 
beneficial. We should be pleased to have the 
opinions of any of our readers on this question.

we visited this farm, 
from Burford village, at which place there is a 
station of the Brantford & Port Dover R. R. Bur
ford Plains have long been noted for their fine 

Mr. 'Palmer is an Englishman

>■ ' the:
:,

I!.
plu:
flou
duc
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crops of wheat, 
from Lincolnshire; he has been in the country a 
long time, and is highly satisfied with his success 
in it and with the country. He farmed many

I'.:

I .Then, again, the past season was a very bad one 
the world over for making butter; why, we can
not tell; but, without doubt, there never was so 
much poor butter and so little good; and this fact 
only developed itself after the butter was made 
and kept a while. Unfortunately nearly all our 
heavy operators held their butter through the 
summer, apparently not knowing the part butter
ine was playing, but expecting a demand to spring 
up in the fall. When autumn came their butter 
did not look so well, did not taste as well, and 
would not sell as well as good butterine. In De
cember the dark days came; the butter had to be 
shipped and sold at from 40s. to 80s., and the stam
pede has continued till now. Great has been the 
loss and ruin, and only where any really good lots 
have been offered has anything like cost been 
realized. There arc two lessons to be learned by 
butter makers and butter dealers from all this, and 
these we repeat for the hundredth time :

The first is the necessity of selling our butter 
when it is fresh and sweet, to get it into the con
sumer’s hands while it is in its prime. Britain is 
our chief consumer; the continent of Europe 
chief competitor. France, Denmark, Sweden, Bel
gium are within 48 hours, at most, of England, and 
these and similar producing districts can pour in 
their butter in the best possible condition; Uanada, 
to compete, must send her produce in the best and 
tastiest condition, if she would hold a place in the 
English market.

Second, if we are to regain the position in the 
estimation of English butter dealers which we 
have lost in the last two years, we must make a 
better article, and sell it cheaper. By these means 
alone will the use of butterine be curtailed. The 
improvement in quality which we are urging is to 
be obtained, in our opinion, through the agency of 
creameries or butter factories, and through this 
agency alone will Canadian butter attain national 
excellence. For the information of our Canadian 
dairymen, we mention the fact that in the State of 
Illinois there are 150 creameries going into oper
ation this year which were not previously in exist- 

In Minnesota there will be 260 creameries 
In Iowa there are 120, and 

The policy of the directors of 
these creameries is to sell as soon as they have a 
car-load ready, at the market price, whatever it 
may be. The States we have enumerated have 
certainly inaugurated a “new departure ” by go
ing into the dairy business, and are destined to be 
formidable rivals to Canada, and it depends very 
much upon the enterprise with which Canadians

r nor
years ago north of Toronto, on heavy clay ground. 
Hearing of Burford, he visited it and purchased 
150 acres.
buildings erected when he purchased; the build
ings had been scattered about in all directions, and 
he moved some, built others and put them into 
farming order, so as to have everything snug and 
convenient.
crept into the orchard and around the line fences, 
so as to make the farm look like a wreck; these 
were all cleaned up and grubbed out, leaving only 
the useful and ornamental ones. There is a belt 
of timber left growing along the outside fences, 
completely encircling the farm. This gives a very 
pretty effect, besides affording shade in summer 
and protection from driving winds and drifting 
snows in winter; it also tends to draw rain and 
moisture to the crops. The soil is a loamy clay, of 
a porous nature; the subsoil is clay on limestone, 
and at a depth of about 20 to 25 feet is a bed of 
gravel. Mr. Palmer intends to underdrain the 
land, not because water lies on it, as at the present 
time the water soaks readily through and there is 
no fall to make an outlet for a drain, without going 
a long distance over other farms. His plan is to 
dig a large, deep hole to the gravel, brick it up so 
high that cattle cannot get into it, and then run 
his drains into this large hole. His object for 
draining is more to have a current of air passing 
under the soil and permeating through it to the 
mi-face. His theory is this : Hold a lighted candle 
to the mouth of any drain and the flame will be 
drawn, up ; thus air must be constantly passing 
through the soil, invigorating the roots and doing 
as much good as the draining off of the water.

The farm fences, crops, stock and implements 
were all in prime order. A large portion of the 
farm was sown with winter wheat, and we never 
nave seen fields looking better at this season of the 
year; some was over one foot in height, and if 
there be any fault, it is that it was too good.

We went into his orchard. All the large limbs
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I; a Caution to Butter Makers.
The prospects for a poor price for ordinary but

ter for the coming season are very imminent. We 
would advise our readers not to waste much of their 
energy in making butter, as has been usually done 

most farms. The prices will be low and not as 
remunerative as those for cheese, and you will 
probably do better "by turning your attention to 
cheese-making or other purposes.

If butter-making is to be profitable it must be 
made to suit the market. The old, soft, heated 
butter brought in baskets and crocks to the coun
try stores will not compare with the butter care
fully made at the cceameries. Establish a cream
ery or abandon the business, would be our advice, 
unless you have every convenience and have estab
lished your name for making the best for consump
tion at your nearest town or village. We give the 
following extract from the Monetary Times, which 
every one of you should read and guide your op
erations accordingly :—

uri
II dil; !■

th<
otlI
th<
thij

it-on pri
Qu
wc
ess
he

v cn
bu

: be:
:

ence. suin operation in 1878. 
in Ohio over 200. pu

ro
A
pc
ca
tw
he:

,



soil for growing potatoes, turnips and almost all and prevent germination. A light seed harrow, 
root crops. It is easily cultivated, hut easily im- should be used. By many a bush harrow to used, 
poverished. It needs frequent applications of that is thorn twigs plaited between the bulls 
manure. Having in itself, less fertility than of the harrow, to prevent the tires sinking deep 
heavier soil; the crop must inbibe a great proper- and burying the seed. Rolling is always sennee- 
tion of its food from the manure applied. And able after the harrow; is indispensable for sowing 
also while the heavy soil retains the unconsumed as late as May. It serves to make the surface o 
remaining part of the manure, the light sod the ground more compact, so that the young root, 
wanting thatretentive property, permits the oozing when first started, will have more substance to 
away of manorial elements with the water. We feed on, and it will endure the succeeding dry 
have here, as in many places, sods varying greatly, weather, better than it would, if the surface 

very heavy, and some light. Each requires were porous and light. A great object to 
AU cannot be brought pro- be obtained, in so late sowing, is to prevent 

Each sod must be the drying up of the plant before it has suffici
ently established its root to sustain life during 
the drought. This can only be done by making 
the sod so compact as to prevent the evaporation 
of the necessary moisture. Not only does rolling 
make the surface compact and thereby ensure 

Its pressure also makes the earth tine

co into the creamery business and meet the 
ket, whether we are to retain our prestige or
lose it.

The stock now held over in Montreal is esti
mated at 12,000 packages; and the demand from 
the lower ports or provinces will in all likelihood 
be “nil ” for the American shippers have crowded 
into the’ Maritime Provinces all the butter that 
they can take.

In conclusion, we need hardly say that’the but
ter product of the world in 1877 was unusually 
poor, and the handling of the article has resulted
in serious loss in Europe as well as America and
should our dairymen refuse to sell in 1878 at what
ever price foreign markets wdl warrant, we predict

fire is, and is likely to act accordingly.
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different treatment, 
fitably under one system, 
treated for itself.
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it Sowing Crass Seeds.

A subscriber of Huron County writes to know 
if it will be too late to sow grass seeds early in 
May, and to have some directions for sowing.
He “would have sown earlier but could not have
got the ground in good tilth till now. ” particles may entirely enclose each seed, and that

In this country grass seeds are generally sown in P^t 1 hindrance to the swelling of the seed, 
the early fall or early spring. If the sowing be tnere De uo 
deferred till spring it is considered better to 
when the snow has partly gone, 
time, the freezing and thawing of the earth 
it sufficiently, and the earliest returning spring 
heat causes it to germinate early in the soil that is 
moistened with the thawed snow and well pre
pared for its reception; and receives nourishment 
from the ammonia that is always present in the 

The objection to sow in Canada as late a#

Light and Heavy Soils.
It is an important matter for the farmer to 

know what crops are best adapted to the farm on
There is a dif-

ie
3,
it
l, moisture.

enough—that is made up of particles smaller in 
size than the seed it covers, so that the moistened

d which his lot may be cast for life, 
ference between the agriculture of a country hav
ing a temperate climate, such as that of the British 
Isles, and one subject to the extremes of heat and 
cold of a North American climate, and the differ
ence between the cultivation of light and heavy 

the rotation of their crops, and their 
is scarcely less than be- 

The

is
3r
■y
r.

the sprouting of its germ, and the striking down 
into the earth of its root.

The drought of our early summers generally 
makes late sowing precarious work, 
succeed with due care, but some have been suc
cessful in obtaining “a good catch” while many 
have lost their seed and labor.

as
sow 

Sown at that
îe
id

soils, between 
ploughing and seeding
tween the farming of the old and new world, 
heavy soil when thoroughly tilled is weU called 
the wheat soil. Its yield is greater, the berry is 
plumper and heavier, and it gives more barrels of 
flour The lighter soil requires less labour, it pro

quarters of barley of better quality, 
in a favorable season is

er cover It may)d
r.
ts
ie
se
m

Some Queries Concerning Potato Cul
ture Answered.

er
id snow.

May, so favorable a time for sowing grass seeds .... ,
in Britain, is owing to the difference of the climate. “ Muskoka ’’ desires some information through 
In Britain the farmer Kasf seldom occasion to com- the Farmer’s Advocate about potato culture. The 
plain of drought in the^early summer months, contradictory opinions and reports he has met with 
There April and May showers bring forth early have fairly puzzled him. He asks, 1st, What is 
grass, as well as flowers, and provoke the early the best soil for a potato crop, and the best mode 
germination of seed. Here we have to prepare for Qf cultivation ? 2nd, Are the best crops obtained 
an early drought, and one of long continuance, from seed whole or cut, large or small—the rose or 
There, as J. K., in his letter says, there is no bet. stem end? 
ter time for sowing grass seeds. Soil.-Any soil, if well prepared, will in ordin-

A good catch is, however, sometimes obtained ary seasons yield a good crop; there is, however, 
by sowing seed as late as May, if it be a drop- some soil better adapted for potatoes than other, 
ping season, and the soil be in good condition, so Heavy clay sod will produce » good crop if under- 
that the seed may germinate at once, and the roots drained and well manured. Rich, mucky soil wiU 
have taken good hold while the moisture continues, produce heavier crops than any other in dry sca- 
Very much depends on the preparation of the seed sons, but the soil best adapted for potatoes «light 
bed. For grass and clover especially it is neces- dry land, and if it be a limestone soil, so much the 

ry that the seed bed be in the very best condi- better. On such soil the crop is most certain, am 
tien. Every farmer knows how much the tine the potatoes of the best quality, 
tilth contributes to the early germination of seed, Preparation of the Soil.-If it; be, intended to 
and the healthy luxurious growth of the young manure with farm-yard manure, let it be done in
plants. Moisture, air and warmth are necessary the early fall, and the manure plowed m The
to promote germination, and these are better plowing should be deep and strong, well cut and 
secured by the fineness of the mould covering the ridged up, that it may receive the full benefit o 
seed and of the bed into which it sends its tender, the winter storms. Let the furrows and wa er cuts 

it liuuid food The fine earth be free for the running oft of any water. Stagnant:ltg ," JÏ £1 £ n.=.~r, and w.U, „ p.». U. Uad. WM a ^ p.a.m,

and prevents the too great escape of each immediately before planting, the soil wdl be m ex- 
The variety of grasses to be cellent condition, dry, mellow knd free from living 

the soil and the weeds. Open the drills 24 to 30 inches apart,
drop the seed 8 to 12 inches asunder, accoiding to 
the variety of potatoes and the fertility of the soil. 
Potatoes such as the Early Rose require less space 
than the Peach Blow and others that have luxuri
ant haulms and grow their tubers far from the 

Too mueh crowding is a

duces more
and brighter color, and

command the highest pricee, if passed 
A soil neither too light

u-

sure to
through skilled hands, 
nor yet too heavy, would doubtless be preferable 
to either, but such a farm is not always to be had;
and whether the light or heavy soil be prepared, 
it must depend on circumstances, such as the 
locality of the farm and the means of the posessor. 
A heavy soil can be brought into a higher state 
of fertility than very light land, and will retain 
that fertility much longer. It will, when in goo 

rotation of crops without
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)e- condition, hear a severe 

being impoverished, and will give a grea er re urn 
in successive years than any light soil is capable 
of giving. But on the other hand the expense o
cultivation is greater than a lighter soil requires.
It may need under-draining—a costly operation. 
Horses or men cannot perform as great a quantity 
of work in a given time: The soil i» not in condi
tion to receive the seed as early, and, consequent y, 
the crop cannot be early sowed. The difference in 
the modes of cultivation and in the vane y o 
crops generally sown and planted in different sec
tions of the country, though caused in some meas- 
ure by a variation of climate, is also owing to a 
difference of soil; sowe find in the country, around 
the Bay of Quinte, more barley grown than in any 
other part of the Dominion. Some who s<iw 1 

question why is it so, but that 
the grain best suited to the soil is 

of the Bay of 
Their soil

be
m-
,he
its
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by
nd sa

ter
in
is f»iur

el-
nd
in

la,
nd
lie

heat,
by evaporation, 
sown must depend partially 
system of agriculture the farmer intends to pur- 

, as well as the adaptation of the land. If the 
land is designed to be broken up after one, 

the variety of seed must

he andwe there may 
they have sown
proved by the fact that the barley 
Quinte is the best grown in America, 
would not produce wheat of equal quality, 
essentially a barley soil. Barley may be grow n 
heavy soils; on such we have grown good barley 

It may also be grown on light loam soils 
mucky lands can it 

barley soil.

never on
: a
ins
he sue
to It is grass

two, three or more years, 
be selected accordingly. Such grasses as ripen at 

time should be sown together, as for in- 
and red clover.

of
onbis

îal stem on every side.
of having small tubers, free air and light 

being essential to a healthy growth in vegetables 
as well as animals. Keep the space between the 
drills cultivated, but not so as to injure the roots.

Seed Potatoes.—The small potatoes in a hill 
inferior in every respect to the larger ones—not 

so good for table use, less matured and less healthy. 
A writer has made the following experiment : He 
selected two of the finest of potatoes received from 
England, weight 18 ozs., and cut them into 1.1

the same
stance orchard grass, June grass 
For most soils when well prepared for grass seeds, 
they wiU form an excellent mixture for mowing the 
first crop and afterwards for pasture. For pas- 

white clover should form a part of any form-

an
means! of crops.

but on neither heavy nor oner-
To enst- be raised so profitably as . ,,

sure the greatest profit from our labour we should 
pursue such a system of agriculture, and adopt a 
rotation most suitable to the soil light or e y 
A light soil is well adapted for soiling. u 1 
peas, oats, grasses, clover, corn, for cut mg gr > 
can be sown in seven or eight months of he 

be tilled and seeded at times "he 
It is a good

on
ies
nd
of ture,

ula When sheep are part of the stock to bo pas- 
tured white clover is especially valuable. The 
seed must not be buried deep; a light covering to 
secure the moisture to the seed is all that is re
quired. A too great depth would exclude the air

arc) a
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heavy land is too wet for any labour.ins
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plied in time. The currant especially is a valuable 
fruit, and well worth contending for. Mulching 
them is very beneficial.

Blackberries and raspberries are now growing 
the young canes for next year’s fruit bearing. All 
should be cut away but the four or five strongest 
and healthiest.

Graft immediately if the buds 6t the cions 
not started too far; if they are, you may loose your
work. " ^

Wash your sheep, but let the greese raise aj am
in the wool before shearing.

Hints for May.—The grain sowing having been 
completed the roots claim the farmer s attention. 
This is thei month for potatoe planting. Were it 
not for the dreaded June frosts, the earlier they 
are planted the better. Early potatoes are easier 
saved from the potatoe bug—another item in favor 
of early planting. The earlier varieties such as 
the Bose, Vermont, Ohio, Snow Flake, &c., are to 
be preferred now that there are such enemies to 
contend with in their culture.

Have the land in good tilth for other root crops. 
Good cultivation now will save much trouble with 
weeds and be a means of obtaining good crops. 
Plaster is very beneficial to the young clover crop. 
From 100 lbs. to 400 lbs. may be profitably used as

more

are8ets. In a row next to them he planted the s 
number of sets, cut from the same weight of t 
potatoes, but all of small size, such as are usually 

On digging the crop he found that

une

Gi

used as seed.
the two large potatoes produced 9 pounds, 12 
ounces, while the produce of the smaller seed 
only 6 pounds. Among the produce of the large 
seed there was hardly a small potato, while in the 
produce of the smaller potatoes there were few 
large tubers and a great many small ones, 
results of the planting of large and small potatoes 
have been verified by the experience of many, and 
any farmer can prove it for himself. 
planting of small potatoes the present degeneracy 
of potatoes has in a great measure arisen.

Whole or Cut Potatoes for Seed.—The po
tatoes grown from whole seed will not be so large 
as those from cut seed, 
there are too many stalks, and consequently very 

The cut seed should be so
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Drain Tiles.
A correspondent from Donegal, Ont., wishes to 

be informed as to the parties who manufacture tiles 
for under drains, as he desires to get some.

Numerous applications are made to us for in
formation of a similar nature, and many call at the 
office on similar errands. Strange to say, we can
not give them an answer, as there is nceplace in 
Canada that we know of where a supply can al
ways be had. Those who make them in this coun
try only work on such a small scale that a few 
wagon loads taken in the autumn leave the yards 
bare of tiles, and those who wish to draw them in 
the winter cannot procure them.

There is a good opening in this county and many 
others for persons to establish extensive drain tile 
factories ; we wonder that some parties have 
not made a regular business of it ere this. Those 
who arc merely working with hand or horse
power machines sell all they can make. What is 
wanted is a good steam-power and good machinery; 
take our word for it that there would be more money 
in such an establishment, if properly managed, 
than in half the enterprises and plans that people 

putting their money into. If any one can sup
ply drain tiles to meet the demand, we should like 
to know it.

Such

From the

From whole potatoes

many small potatoes, 
large as to nourish the young plant in its early 
growth. There should not be more than two eyes 
in each set. The theory that the stem end of the 
potato is preferable to the rose end is a novel one, 
and only needs more extended experiment to prove 
it® fallacy. Potatoes were cut across each in two 
equal parts, the rose end parts being planted by 
themselves and so with the stem ends. Those from 
the stem end rapidly degenerate every year, show
ing a marked inferiority, thereby proving that the 
opinion of the better quality of the rose end con
firmed by the practice of potato growers, has bee* 
correct. On the first experiment the difference is 
not so much in favor of the rose end, but it has 
been proved that stem end seed falls off continu
ally in the quality and quantity of produce.

a topdressing. The increase produced will 
than pay for the expense.

Sow crops for soiling. Peas and oats sown mix
ed will give an excellent green fodder. The land 
should be in good tilth and free from weeds in 
order to ensure a heavy yield. Four bushels or 

oats than peas may be sown.more
For soiling and 'for saving for winter fodder, 

corn is a most important crop. For this purpose
Western Corn is generally grown, as it yields more 
than any other ; but smaller growing varieties 
coming more into favor, 
to be more nutritious. Top-dressing the growing

arc
The sweet corn is found

are
corn with plaster increases the crop and serves to 
improve the soil Hungarian and Millet are botli 
good for soiling and feed. *

When com is to be planted on'wl the plowing 
be done immediately before planting. The

Notice.
The attention of our exchanges and others is 

most respectfully drawn to the fact that the 
articles from Professors L. B. Arnold, M. Miles, 
Jas. Law, “ Hortus ” and all other original articles 

specially written for this journal at 
siderable expense, and are

desirous that all farmers should have the

The Month. may
fresher the soil is when planting or sowing theApril has been unprecedentedly mild. Vegeta

tion is now fully two weeks further advanced than 
usual. The land has been in good working Arder, 
and the crops have been put in early anctwell. 
The winter wheat looks better on the average than

better.
Swine for fall feeding will thrive well by get

ting a run of a grass-field, and still better on 
clover. The ground will be greatly enriched, and 
the cost of summer feeding will be little.

Tree planting if not completed should be done 
early as possible ; evergreens may be transplant

ed during the month.
Grafting even as late as this month is recom

mended by some. It has been sometimes success
fully performed when the trees are in full bloom.

Mulching young trees should not be neglected. 
A good mulching prevents the evil effects of the 
drought, it serves to keep down ground-weeds and 
improves the soil.

Keep a sharp lookout for the insects. The tent- 
caterpillars are early at work weaving their webs, 
and prepairing for the future. They are most in
genious, and many fruit and forest trees are killed 
by them, ltemovc the web with its inmates 
whenever seen, and crush them beneath your feet. 
Lye, potash, and other things arc applied to kill 
them on the trees, but destroy them by any means.

Watch for the borers in the apple trees ; 
wherever you see the wood-dust, there search them 
out, and cut them out of the tree with it knife or 
pound them out with a piece of wire. The cur- 
culio also must be guarded against if wo arc to 
have any pluies. .1 ar the trees frequently as soon 
as the fruit is set. For the blight that affects our 
pear and apple trees no effectual remedy is known. 
Cut off the affected branch—if the blight proceeds 
further grub up the affected tree and burn it.

Gooseberries and currants need as much watch
fulness as our large fruit trees;' hut they can with 
care be preserved from their insect enemies the 
more effectually if taken in time. The currant 
and gooseberry worms must be attended to in time. 
White hellebore dusted on the leaves is an effectual 
remedy ; we have never known it to fail when ap-

con-are
copyrighted. Whilst

we are
pleasure and profit to be derived from their per
usal, we wis h those who copy them into their col
umns to give us the credit due; otherwise our 
rights must be insisted on, and the articles can 
only be read in the Advocate.

There are no blank spots, and theever before.
plant is thick and luxuriant; in fact, so rank is it 
that we have heard of some farmers who have as
turned their cattle into it to eat it off. We never 
heard of this being done in the spring before; whe
ther it will act beneficially or not we are not able 
to say. Time will tell, and we hope that those who 
have practised it may report the result, whether 
good or bad. The parties doing so desired to 
check it from heading so soon, as they had suffered 
before from late frosts.

There has not been as much of last year’s crop 
marketed this mouth as was anticipated. There 
is yet a large quantity in the farmers’ hands. The 

rumors have caused farmers to withhold in

)

Another New Wheat.—We are in receipt of 
a package of seed from the Hon. Alex. Morris, ex- 
Governor of Manitoba, for which that gentleman 
will please accept our thanks. The package con
tains a good sample of spring wheat, clean and 

rl'he seed from which this wheat was raisedpure.
was brought into our country by the Mennomtes 
from Russia. It was grown in Manitoba, and is 
said to be yielding remarkably well there. We 
will have this wheat tested in different parts of 
Canada, and if it should prove to be of a different 
variety to what we have and yield well, no doubt 
some of our seedsmen will import some for next 
year’s seeding in Ontario. The other seed is that 

It is a large seed, and we 
will place it in the hands of one of our nursery
men to propagate.

war
anticipation of better prices.

Hints for May.
of the Northern Ash.Protect your plums from the Curculio by smok

ing the trees with gass tar.
Compton’s early field corn is highly spoken of by 

those that raised it in Canada last year. It will 
be found preferable to many of the varieties now in 
use, when ripe corn is required.

Superphosphate has been found very beneficial 
to root crops. Potatoes, turnips, &c., have been 
much benefited by it. It is no use putting on a 
half a coat, try a little and put it on as thick as it 
ought to bo used, say 300 or 400 lbs. per acre at 
least. You can try it on a small scale at first; say 
1 lb. The results have been astonishing.

Bonedust.—Put all the old bones you can get 
at the root of some favorite trees or vines then 
your trees may grow and bear, if you can take 
time to make Superphosphate, which you might 
do by deluging them with Sulphuric Acid.

r
At a late meeting of the Scientific Association 

of Ann Arbor, Mich., Miss Lou M. Reed, in
structor in the microscopical labratory, read a pa
per on the “ Microscopic Structure of the Differ
ent Kinds of Wheat.” The varieties of wheat ex
amined were Clawson, Deihl, Egyptian, Gold 
Medal, Russian, Schaffer, Tappahanock, Treadwell 
and Wicks. In these she found that the Dein 
wheat had the largest and thickest layer of nitro
genous or nutritious matter; that it contained more 
really nutritious matter than any other kind ot 
wheat, although close to it and nearly identical

The others,

T
Thi;
forr
wh<
fat.
hav

»with it was the Treadwell wheat, 
however, were so far removed as to present a 
striking contrast. The popular Clawson wheat 
was found to contain the least nutritious matter o 
all.—Michigan Farmer. We should be pleased to 
hear what our Canadian millers say about this.
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of the shoulder, it should be sponged with -warm 
water on returning from work, and when clean a 
little tincture of arnica, having a drachm of sugar 
of lead added to every four ounces of the tincture, 
may be applied. Thw may bp repeated frequently 
in the intervals of work. When the injury is 
more severe, so as to cause blisters, undular swell
ings or sores, the animal must bo laid off work; or 
if this cannot be done, the part of the collar which 
presses on the sore must be carefullymarked out and 
an incision having been made with a knife a full 
inch on each side of it, the padding corresponding 
to the injured part must be pulled out and the lin
ing of the collar then beaten down so as to make a 
distinct concavity and avoid all further pressure.
The arnica and lead lotion may be used for these 

for the other case, unless there is an open sore, 
when a drachm each of alum and carbolic acid in 
a pint of water may be used instead.

Bruises—Swellings.—Large swellings of the 
shoulder occurring in the parts beneath the skin, 
and varying from the size of a hickory nut to that 
of a human head, are the direct results of bruises, 
and may be caused by uneven, badly-fitting col
lars, by plunging irritably into the collar to start a 
heavy load, by jars connected with unexpected 
stepping into a hole or furrow, or from violent con
tact with other horses, with pole, manger, posts,
&c. These swellings are usually not only beneath 
the skin, but under the superficial muscles as well, 
and are at first very hard, hot and tender, but pit 
when pressed with the tips of the fingers, 
this pitting on pressure is no longer seen, and the 

is intensely hard, with, in rare cases, obscure 
and uncertain fluctuation from contained liquid.
Their prevention will demand all those precautions
advised to ward off chafing, and a gentle control pUpü8 be increased.
and care of young, untrained and irritable ani- other improvements must be made. A prépara- 
maïs. In treating such swellings it may be taken tory English class, and, also, a finishing class are 

tractable sores. for granted that each contains a collection of mat- 8proben 0f as necessities for the future.
Such chafing and inflammation cannot in all cases ^ .q thQ centre> which must be allowed to escape Among the visitors present were the Hon. Prov. 

be prevented, yet in all much may be done by care. bgfore a recovery can be secured. This is at first Trea8urer> Hon. A. McKellar, Hon. P. Gow, Pro- 
Horses should be brought into the best condition aimple aemi-solid lymph, which in part speedily feagorg Croft> Ruckland, Smith, Messrs. Kioto, 
possible before the more severe labors of spring are degenerates into pU8 in the centre, while the outer whitton> Howard, Elliott, Goldie, Clark, Ander 
demanded of them. If from a long period of idle- porfcion> ,iovcloped into a fibrous covering and sur- gon> LaidIaw_ Torrance, Bathgate, Chadwick, 
ness, neglect, irregular feeding or watering, the rounded by str0ng, resistant fibrous structures, ac- Hobson, Mahon, Scott, Hamel, McFarlane, Me-
functions of digestion, nutrition and the removal great thickness and effectuaUy and per- Craigj m(i others.
of waste materials are imperfectly performed, the manently imprisons the pus. The object should There were appropriate addresses from Mr. 
skin will show a special lack of resistance, and a be ^ ailay the early inflammation and hasten the jobnatonj prof. Buckland, Hon. Mr. Wood, Prof, 
susceptibility to slight disturbing causes. If to formation 0f matter by continuous warm fomenta- gmitb> pro{ (jroft, Hon. A. McKellar, Mr. Mo
th is is added the profuse perspiration from the tjong. or jf that is inexpedient, by keeping the Qr&- Mr. Boyle, Rev. Mr. Torrence, Messrs, 
skins of animals out of condition, the increased aboulder constantly covered by four or five thick- petel40Ib whitton, Hamel, and Waddell, 
circulation which this implies, and the relaxed, 1 neaaea 0f woolen blanket wet with water. When gpace forbids giving the full list of successful
water-soaked condition of the surface, we find an has been kept up from four-to six days, so cand;date8.
ample explanation of the special liability to injury, that the swelling no longer pits on pressure, it is gecond year Agr.—Fret Honours, Warven,
Horses, therefore, by liberal feeding, exercise and ready t0 open, even if no softening can be de- jjajgm;th, Logan, Crompton and Farlingor. 
grooming, should be kept in fair condition up to tected. According to the size of the swelling, the v Pathology—Warren, Naismith, Karlinger,
the time of the commencement of spring s work. matter may be found an inch from the surface, or jX)gan
This counsel must not, however, be construed into may be f0UIUi 8ix, but in any case it should be yeb Materia Medica—Naismith, Logan, Stew-
an advice to fatten such horses, to make them pie- reacbe(i and evacuated. » After this, keep the ar^ (;raham.
thoric, nor to feed agents that are in themselves wound ciean and daily inject a little of the last Organic and Animal Chemistry—Warren, Cromp-
specially heating The fat and the plethoric horse named loyon for the sores until the cavity heals ^ Naismith.
will perspire most freely and prove most obnoxious ^ the bottom outward. Agr. Chemistry—Warren, Naismith, Logan.
to chafing, while the horse fed mainly on In îan --------- Ec. Botany and Entomology—Naismith, Warren,

and other heating agents will prove equa y Thick Wind or Broken Wind. Graham, Stewart,
sensitive. While on this subject of feeding, it is - , lv in Meteorology—Warren and Naismith, Oompton,
..1, «h., musty hay gram, OnO,.».
feeding, watering to excess on very cold marine in the eastern States and in Europe, con- p,,L Economy and English Lit.—Naismith, War-
when heated or fatigued, and watering just a era ^ -n breathing with a loud “{““tarai.““"home ren, Earlinger.
feed of gFain, are each liable to derange the violent exertion, heard parties / incline • Surveying and Levelling—Warren and Logan,

to induce » special tendaruee, »
and susceptibility of the skin. following terms, viz. i-whistling, wheezing, and Mensuration -Logan, Warren, Crompton, Nai-

The next consideration is the fit of the collar . • ”hich are only diflerent degrees or modifi-
This should be perfectly adapted to the size mid cation8 0f the same d{se“c’Jindm™'Vlarynx ) con- First Year 1 & 2 Agr.—Brocker, Randall; Chem-
form of the neck and ought not to be too l^ge disease of theihead of&thci8try Randalll, Lawton;
when the horse is thin and too small when he is -ting o^a P»™S“daL,uClgof. severe attacks ™
fat. It should be smooth and even, and should of di8tcgmper, laryngitis or bronchitis^ wh^ch^caMe Gnk^ Medica_Clarkf LaeRman; English-Iku- 
have the draught taken from proper points, neither a diminution of the calibre ^ * Y ciay, Lawson; Mathematics— Lawson, Gillespie ;

... high ... L lew. When » horse she ‘S£. “W & Agricui.ur.-^.c, Dunhim
slightest heat, tenderness or swelling of the sKin

its forms are incurable, constitute unsoundness, 
and unfit the animal, except when affected in a 
slight degree, for fast work. Broken wind or heaves 
is a peculiar, difficult form of breathing in the horse, 
in some respects resembling asthma in the human 
being: It results from a dilatation and rupture of 
the large air cells of the lungs and smaller bronchia, 
complicated with a disordered condition of the 
digestive organs, all dependent on an impaired 
state of an important nerve, which supplies the 
heart, lungs ana stomach with nervous influence, 
viz., the pneumogastric. The characteristics are a 
well-defined and double expiration seen at the flank, 
and performed during each respiration, that is 
much increased by exertion- The term heavy is 
riven to this double action, and when once seen it 
s apt to bo remembered—the horse has a low, 

suppressed cough, which occurs in paroxysms, 
especially after drinking, or while eating dry hay ; 
he has a depraved, ravenous appetite, and often 
becomes pot-bellied. This class of horses, when 
worked steadily, are hard to keep looking well, and 
when put to fast work or heavy draught are much 
distressed in their breathing ; but with 
feeding and care they can be made useful _ 
for slow work. Any degree of broken wind or 
heaves constitutes unsounonese, and has a tendency 
to increase with age.

ItteritiitrM.
ile
»g Balls and Bruises by the Collar.

BY PROF. JAMES LAW, ITHACA, N. Y.

At the present season, when farm horses are 
pushed through the spring’s work, though their 
skins are sensitive and their systems depressed by 
the shedding of their coats and the changing sea
son, they are especially susceptible to injuries from 
the collar, and many an animal is condemned to 
idleness for weeks when his services are most valu
able, or if his owner is more necessitous or less 
compassionate, is forced to work under much and 
constant suffering. To obviate this a little timely 
care will often go far, and even when a slight in
jury has been sustained the parts may often be re
stored and a more dangerous result warded off.

Galls -Chafing.—The most common injuries 
are such as affect the sensitive skin only. The 
continuous and unwonted pressure, together with 
the accumulation of perspiration, dandruff and 
sebaceous matter, sets up a local inflammation, and 
the exudation of a liquid from the vessels into the 
substance of the integument. This may raise the 
scurf skin in the form of minute blisters, which 
burst and leave small raw sores, that are increas
ingly sensitive to renewed contact with the collar. 
These may still further inflame, scab over, break, 
bulge out in proud flesh, or become excavated 
deeper and deeper, while their margins become 
thick, angry and irregular. Or the exudation may 
be mainly into the deeper parts of the skin, causing 
circumscribed painful swellings or lumps, which in 
certain systems or under the stimulus of renewed 
irritation, advance to the formation of pustules or 
small collections of white, creamy pus, which 
burst, leaving extremely tender and sometimes in-
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The closing exercises of the examinations, held 
at Easter, of the Ontario School of Agriculture, 
were held on March 29th, at the College Lecture 
room. The college is to meet again after an in
termission of a fortnight, when it is expected, the 
majority of the first-course pupils will complete 
their course; and it is to be hoped that some of 
the seniors will attend the courses to complete 
their course of instruction. There was a generally 
expressed wish that the accommodation for 
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produced from the different conditions that have
Each breed is 

therefore naturally adapted to particular condi
tions of life, and the peculiarities of the farm and 
the system of management must be taken into con
sideration in deciding which is “best” in any

How capricious are the changes in taste of their 
breeders ! Take, for instance, only the now fashion
able Sharrowhawk Down. The old Shropshire 
sheep, as exhibited in print in Youatt’s pages, had 
a comparatively bald head, but the demand came 
for wool there, and of course the development was 
obtained by a series of cunning devices, they have 
now crowns woolly as an owlets; but I am told, by 
one of the most successful breeders and prize tak
ers with the sort, that in humoring this market he 
had forfeited about seven pouuds of mutton per 
quarter. This defect he is taking measures to 
correct ; but there it is nowr. Of course there is 
danger in alteration. I am told of one Shropshire 
breeder who, by a lucky experiment, obtained a 
Hock that carried everything before it. Everybody 
went to buy. In the next generation out comes 
the mischief, and one farmer so spoilt his old sort 
by an infusion of this new one that it drove him 
fairly off his head, and he ended his days in an 
asylum. What care and thought these changes— 
most needful often, but still uncertain, if fascinat
ing as the chemical combinations of the laboratory 
—require ! Still I would try one were I a breeder 
of Hereford cattle.

étoffe.
prevailed in their development.

Advantages of Piirc-Bred Stock.
BY PROF. MANLY MILES, LANSING, MICH.

Which breed is the best, and what are the ad- 
tagesof the pure breeds over the common grade 

stock of the country, are questions that are often 
asked by those who are not familiar with the dif
ferent breeds.

A consideration of the origin and characteristics 
of pure-bred animals will furnish the best and only 
satisfactory answer to these questions. Animals 
that have been kept in a circumscribed locality for 
a long time, -without any admixture of the blood 
of other families, have certain characters in

which are the result of the conditions in

given case.
The tendency to uniformity in the transmission 

of characters is increased by breeding only from 
the animals that possess the same peculiarities for 

From this concentration of

van

many generations.
hereditary force pure-bred animals are 
potent ” in the transmission of their characters 
when crossed upon animals that have no estab 
lished characters, as is the case with our native and

pre-

As improved characters are en-grade stock, 
grafted upon the general characteristics of a breed 
through the influence of special conditions, the in
tensity of the power of transmission may likewise 
be augmented in particular families by more rigor
ous selections within the limits of the family, to

com

mon,
which they are placed, and the hereditary trans
mission of these characters from parent to offspring. 
The process of development may be accelerated by 
the selection for breeding purposes of those that 
resemble each other in the greatest number of par
ticulars, and the rejection of all that present un
desirable variations, 
difficult to find two animals that are precisely alike

Crossing Buffaloes on Cows.
I give a short account of a herd so crossed, and 

kept in this neighborhood some thirty years ago. 
I well remember the fat ones being brought to our 
market, and the remarkably fine quality of the 
meat—this, too, in a district surpassed by few in 
its feeding capabilities; and I and many others to 
whom I have spoken agree that we never tasted 
beef like that from the cross-bred buffaloes.

The following account may be relied on :
A cow buffalo in calf was purchased from the 

late Lord Combermere by the late Mr. Norcop, 
of Betton Hall, and placed in his park. She pro
duced a bull calf which, with its mother, was 
allowed to roam at pleasure. Getting access to a 
Longhorn bull, the cow brought further produce 
which at last attained to a herd of about fifty. The 
practice was to castrate all the male calves as soon 
as dropped, the old man in charge of them being 
able to go among them at will, though wfith stran
gers they were very wild and untractable, the cows 
being served by the bulls of the neighboring farm
ers, most of which Were the old-fashioned Long
horns. The animals thus bred grew to a large size, 
more especially those which had a less proportion 
of buffalo blood; these, too, gradually lost the de
licious hump of fat that characterized the pure and 
half-bred ones, though even to the last the confor
mation of the back showed- where it should have 
been, and the quality of the meat was markedly 
superior to the ordinary stock of the district, the 
fat being perfectly delicious.

The three-year-old bullocks would run as much 
as seventeen hands' high, and sold to the late Mr. 
Duckers—who, I believe, bought all as they were 
ready—even in those days of cheap meat, for £30 
each I well remember how the buffalo beef was 
sought after by all who had tasted it when it be
came known that he had killed some. The herd 
roamed at pleasure about the park, but were very 
wild with strangers. No obstacle would stop them 
when alarmed; fences or gates were crushed down 
before them like stubble, and when food became^ 
scarce they would scent the young after-grass at a 
great distance, and make for it straight as a line. 
The way they dashed into the pool and swam across 
has been described to me as a most interesting 
sight. They bred freely under the conditions pre
viously stated, were quiet with their feeder, but 
had to be shot when their turn came for the 
butcher. The pure-bred ones were small beasts, 
but, as I have said, the cross-bred ones were im
mense animals. 1 have been told also by one who 
knew them well that the late Lord Combermere 
had a herd at Combermere Abbey, some of which 
were still larger than those at Betton.—Cor. Lon
don (Ena.) Live Stock Journal.

produce a concentration of the special characters 
that belong to it, which is called high breeding.

One of the greatest advantages of the pure 
breeds, and particularly of high bred families, con
sists in /the uniformity of their characters and 
their prepotency in transmitting them to their off
spring.

For practical use upon the farm—aside from 
breeding purposes—well-bred grades may be equal 
in value to animals of pure blood, and in some in
stances they may be superior. The best grades, 
however, can only be produced by a systematic 
use of “prepotent” sires that have a high devel
opment of the characters we wish to establish, 
and we must look to the pure breeds as the only 
available source from which such sires can be ob-

As it would be extremely

in all details of the organization, we cannot expect 
the, prevailing conditions will have exactly the 

influence in modifying the characters of dif
ferent individuals; and more or less variation in 
the form and qualities would therefore occur.

From the intimate admixture of blood, arising 
from the interbreeding of the animals in a given 
locality, and the continual influence of the same 
conditions, these differences would gradually 
diminish until a uniform type was finally estab
lished. These animals would then, from the uni
formity of their characteristics, and the constancy 
with which they are transmitted, be recognized as 
a distinct breed, 
proved breeds ’’ this process is carried still further.

The flexibility of the animal organization that 
renders possible the development of the character 
istics of a breed through the influence of surround
ing conditions, as already noticed, furnishes an 
opportunity for improvement of a more special 
character. A liberal supply of nutritious food, in 
connection with protection from the inclemencies 
of the seasons, will produce a tendency to early 
maturity and better feeding quality; or the ener
gies of the system may be devoted to the secretion 
of milk by developing a habit of the system in 
that direction, and then new characters may be- 

fixed by a system of selection and breeding, 
and constitute the improved characteristics of the 
breed. -

The improved characters are, therefore, the re
sult of more highly artificial conditions than those 
that gave rise to the original characters of the 
breed.

The improvements, it will lie seen, arc produced 
by modifications of food and habits, and they arc 
perpetuated by a judicious system of breeding, fft 
is a too common error to suppose that improve
ments arc made by breeding only, and to overlook 
the influence of food and management.

At the time of birth the animal has no charac
ters that have not been derived, by inheritance, 
from the parents, but it may itself be changed in 
its characters by modifications of food or by the 
development of new habits, and these new char
acters, which are added to the sum of the parental 
characters, may be transmitted to the next gen 
eration, where they appear as inherited characters. 
The process of breeding, then, only serves to accu
mulate the improvements made in each generation 
by .other means, and perpetuate them as inherited 
characters.

Great differences in breeds, and in the improved 
characters engrafted upon them, must therefore be

same

tamed.

In what are called the “im- The Angora Coat.
A great deal of attention, says a Sydney paper, 

is being given in Australia to the cultivation of the 
Angora goat. The hair is said to make a very 
good mohair fabric, but its quality depends very 
much upon the nature of the locality in which the 
animals are reared. Undulating prairies, with a 
very good supply of water, are best adapted to the 
habits of this goat. In sandy, hilly districts it 
thrives admirably, but the hair is inferior and falls 
off very quickly. The flesh is excellent, and is 
preferred in some parts of Australia to the best 
mutton. The milk is of good quality, and yields a 
good supply of butter and cheese. The hair is 
worth about $1 a pound, and one ram will yield 
about four pounds at each shearing; the best plan 
is to shear them twice a year, as this prevents the 
hair from falling off and splitting; at each shearing 
it is about six inches long. Compared with the 
Merino sheep the Angora goat seems to have the 
advantage, in the fact that the former produces 
only three and a half pounds of wool, worth two 
shillings and sixpence per pound, and that six Me
rinos will eat as much as seven Angoras. - These 
facts are important, in view of the acclimatization 
of the Angora goat in this country. — Kentucky 
Live Stock Be cord.

come

Improved Stock ill England.
A correspondent of the Mark Lane Express writ

ing of English cattle, notices as a good sign ' that 
instead of buying all sorts to mix in a wild muddle, 
as men did but a few years back, purchasers arc 
selecting and sticking to one special line.

Of Hereford cattle lie says:
Their quality is so good, and their contour often 

so admirable, that one wonders they are not more 
generally taken up, The fact is, connoisseurs must 
have that which pleases the eye amongst other re
quisites; and, however beautifulan individual ortwo 
may be, a herd of white faces is not agreeable. If 
some heretic would hunt up the roan cattle of the 
district, and infuse a little more purple into their 
tint, and do away with the ugly white slash upon 
their faces, I am certain that the demand for his 
sort would be rapid. Of course the old hands 
would crab and abuse, but a fresh and extended 
circle of buyers would reward his enterprise. This 
brings him to sheep and of these lie remarks.

t9 '

American Shorthorn Association.
In Great Britain, a country of comparatively 

limited extent, where everything centres at Lon
don, and wherethere is a large "class of land- 
owners and farmers with more or less leisure and 
ample means, who are constantly called to the 
metropolis on various errands of business or plea
sure, the establishment of a “national associa
tion ” is a natural and easy process for any pur
pose which requires the concentrated attention and 
energy of interested parties. But in this country, 
with its vast area, and the general necessity on 
the part of most of us that our own affairs at home

,
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admit of a competition, that need not for the 
present be very ahvming, if dairymen do their 
dnty in the production of dairy butter.

Increasing Popularity of the Jersey 
Cow.

The increasing popularity of a family of cattle is 
not based on mere caprice. There must be 
substantial grounds to induce farmers and graziers 
to pay high prices for a breed of cattle selected 
.from many breeds, each in some points excelled.
For dairy purposes the Jersey Cow is now, and 
bids fair to continue, the most popular of all the 
breeds, in the United States at least, 
respondent of the Live Stock Journal says :

It seems to me a safe prediction, that the Jer
sey cow—perhaps I should say the Channel Island 
COw—will become more popular, and especially 
more fashionable. She has made great progress in 
these directions in the last few years. It is not _ 
very long since that she was looked upon as al
most purely a fancy animal, and had but little 
general recognition in that line even. Now, how- 
Iver, the breed is in high repute' with many prac
tical men—men who keep cows with the view of 
making money from their product, rather than by 
their sale for breeding purposes. In this country 
the number of pure bred Jerseys is much greater 
than that of any other breed of cattle, the almost 
everywhere leader — the Shorthorn alone ex
cepted. While the prices they command are not 
high—judged by the standard of fashionable 
Shorthorns —they are very satisfactory, and the 
demand is unquestionably increasing. This is also 

in England, where their appreciation has 
been more recent and rapid. I am not able to 
agree with their enthusiastic admirers, if these in
sist that the Jersey is the best cow for the 
general farmer ; but I do believe the breed is 
a very valuable one, in its purity for a goodly 
number, and in its crosses for a much larger num-

It is an important question for Jersey breeders, 
whether they will accept the present standards as 
the best possible, and seek to secure uniformity to 
existing fashionable models, or whether they shall 
attempt to retain the present excellences, and also 
further develop others. The generally recognized 
and accepted claim for the Jersey is, the produc
tion of rich milk—milk containing an unsuallv , 
large percentage of butter. Large yields of milk 
are occasionally reported; but very generally they 
claim, not quantity, but quality. Among breed
ers, we find quite different standards for judging. 
One class makes milk production the great test; 
this to be shown by actual tests of the individual 
or her ancestry, or else indicated by the es
cutcheon,or mark supposed to indicate excellence in 
this direction. Another class attaches great and,un
questionably, undue, importance to fancy points,
noticeably a solid color and black points. Inci
dentally, theie has been considerable change in 
size and appearance. The average Jersey cow of 
to-day is larger and a great deal more symmetrical 
than was the average Jersey of twenty years since; 
but this change has been somewhat incidental. 
Few breeders have made these changes a principal

should be primarily considered, the
otherwise, and it is therefore by no means strange York city furnishes a smaller per
that similar undertakings meet with results so very I ^ c which makes the prospect of a
^«similar The consequence is that most asso
ciations hère that are professedly “national,”
either entire failures or are maintained by the pub- j00k pretty feeble when it is contrasted with the 
lie-spirited efforts of a very limited number who j ^ 000,000 lbs. of genuine butter annually made

th. >» thé TMlrf St..,, ,=d CWv It i,h.rdly.
association over a wider territory. Of such socle- drop in the bucket. Nor is the outlook for the 
ties the American Shorthorn Association offers a future very promising. I have not been able to 
case in point, if we may judge by the following ex- . a compiete list of all the manufactories of oil
tract of a letter from a Shorthorn hf™*" ** or butter in the United States, but of the 16 the 
western State, east of the Mississippi, who has ' or ,mL 
been actively engaged in its proceedings from the
outset and has done his best to promote its success gone to the wall, though backed with an aggregate 
and usefulness : of §1,890,000 capital stock to start with, and the

« The contributions at the last meeting at Lex- remajnder are evidently running on a small margin
**•&*'- P-* >' «—*■“» “ -* ?

-nothing for publication of the proceedings. I also Manufacturers seem to have been more success- 
understand that on the secretary’s notifying the ^ in improving the quality than in reaping
Eqrn,MedueTotiytwoPrm ZefoTthem™ profit. The improvements which have been 
snonded and only è few dollars arc now left in the effected have probably given rise to more alarm 
treasury—not enough to attempt publishmg the than the quantity produced. It is not without 
last report. Indeed there was little done worthy congidcrabie merit as now made. Its relation to
iShtLTtion'Zs'SZdmanI 7 ?hfbest dairy butter will better appear from the statement 
breeders and has, unquestionably, done a good of a few facts in its manufacture, which may be 
deal of harm. I trust that we shall hear no more comprised in a few words. The fat is taken while 
of it, and that breeders will content themselves I M<1 warm_ aml thoroughly cleansed, first in
toerlrZetua^rthek anTmals. "act, Î warm, and then in cold water, and then chopped by 
regard the ïart convention a failure, being held in L machine in fine pieces and at once placed in 
the midst of the Kentucky blue grass region and rendering kettles where it remains heated to 118 
less than fifty members, all told, attending, and not ia scparated and drawn off. As stéarine

number of fifty living less than that distance of temperature leaves back a considerable share of 
miles from Lexington ! this white, hard, and tasteless element in tallow,

“ I cannot help contrasting the British Short- wit)| the SCraps. This oil is at once cooled to 85° 
horn Society with our own, they having a mem- then t in littie cotton bags holding about a
“P Sfil'SÏÏ Su'rS -a P-e,„a. when th. «.ft- P-U r,n off
Shorthorns in Sis country. It seems to me that and leave another portion of the stearine in the 
they will prove to be the cattle par excellence, and bagSi making the oil now a mixture of olein, 

need not fear any rivals for many years, at lmiti and stearine in almost the exact propor- 
least. I have had more demand for young bulls V th exist in genuine butter. This
Mrrhad'ÏZa'rr ''lu^f'thcm wen'Zo the done, 100 lbs. of the oil are twice churned in 20 
hands of farmers to be used on their grade cows. lbg f)f fresh sour milk, and after the last churning 
The prices were not large, but such that, with or- jnto poundcd ice and suddenly chilled,
dinary keep, we can make money by rearing.____ | gjveg jt the exact texture of butter. It is

then ready to season, work and pack. Upon 
emerging from the worker it is so nearly identical 
with good dairy butter in composition, texture, 
and flavor, as not to bo readily distinguished. But 
as it lacks the flavoring oils, butyrine.caproin, &c., 
which give taste to butter, having only so much of 

The artificial butter, known as oleomargarine I them as ;t taken from the imlk in^ wh.chj 
has become a terror to many butter-makers, and waa churned, it Tias not f J re.
it has some significance in the butter trade of the fresh butter. As an offset for lack of flavor ,t re
country, but it is not at the present time the mains a long time free from the rancid, strong » 
powerful antagonist it is often supposed to be. stale taste, so common to real butter, and henc

This new product of human food, as is claimed, may be said to be negative y g ^ which
is confined to the caul fat of beeves, the suet or margarine butter has ^ , fte

As caul fat can only be used while it is fresh and them the same. « m the re t ^ bree/_ite adaptation to the wants of the largest
, ., , ,,f tin's new butter must be colorless juices which, besiacs number—can be best secured by giving moresweet, the production of ag only tain albuminous matter and waste,that give to raw ^ attention to increasing the size, improving

confined to the abattoirs of large c » ' ^ untried fat its peculiar flavor. In the ordinary «he form in ita adaptation to meat production, and
from them can the fat be obtained l • fat at a high heat, 212° or above, rejecting color as an important element in decidingquantity to admit of profitable working. There mode'of rendering'rated and the value. Vre can be no essential —Lon be-

, J . j iqew York city, an the water in these juic 1 . . , tween the production of rich milk and small size-slaughtered in ant . ... an ,dbumen and waste solidified and precipitated reasonable degree of symmetry cannot lie a bar
average of 8,000 beeves a week, wi J < | adhering to the scraps. But in the low to excellence in milk production. 'And, vh»t®
average of 45 lbs. of caul fat per ica , ’ ‘ ^ juices in the raw fat which may be true of those in some special circums a ,
lbs per week From this can be obtained CO per | rendering at 118 the ju ^ ]t £ clcarjy true that the great majority of Amen-
Ds per we . making 216,000 lbs. of | have not been washed out m clean g. fe can and English dairymen show, by practice, that
cent of oleo-margarine oil, mak g made oU and ar0 carried into the butter, and when it ^ reg*rd tho value of the carcass, when the

much .h. -*.« « zsr « Ste

million and a half poun distinctly felt, margarine and true butter. Of the two problems—to secure -uniformity of
though its influence would lie ars that A higher degree pf skill may remove this defect color and retain the special excellence of the breed;

. A *" -*•*--* s“ -»** -*-*-1 wouId'h““th0balance of the oil manufactured being IP
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A New England farmer hired a man who proved 
very expensive help, as, in a month s time, he dried 
up the cows nearly a third “ simply by kicking 
and scolding. ”

The theory is again confirmed by the experi
ence of the year that pear blight is at least most 
successfully prevented by culture in sod ; by feed
ing with salt and ashes and keeping the trees well 
mulched, perhaps with sawdust or ashes is best. 
Any exposure of the soil to sun and weather has a 
disastrous effect.

Those who move to newarising from malaria, 
portions of the country should therefore make it a 
point to plant all kinds of small fruits which come 
soon into bearing, as well as to set out those sorts 
of the larger fruits which bear early. We observe 
a statement in a late number of the Rural World, 
corroborating this view, from E. A. Riehl, a well- 
known fruit grower, who has a supply of fruit for 
every meal, and his family of seven children are 
blessed with uninterrupted health, while neighbors, 
who neglect fruit culture, have had repeated and 
fatal sicknesses. - \

latter, as equally easy, and vastly the more praise
worthy attempt I have known Jersey bulls 
which weighed 1,600 or 1,700 pounds; and I do 
not know that they were the less desirable, as 

I have seen Jersey cows 
cows, judged by the 

ordinary standard, that looks to double adapta
tion, which were also good as producers of milk

have known some

by their progeny, 
were good looking 

■v standard, that lo

shown
which

rich in cream; as certainly I 
most angular, undesirable cows, as judged by the 
same standard, which were also inferior at the
pail.

The White Petunia and the Potato Bug.— 
A correspondent of Vick's Monthly writes :—We 

were troubled with potato 
bugs very much when living 
in Illinois, and accidentally 
found out that the frag
rance of the white petunia 
was a deadly poison to 
them, for when they came 
near it they would drop 
dead, and we could gather 
them up by the shovel full. 
My idea is to plant the 
white petunia around the 
potato plot and scattered 
through it, as it will settle 
the bugs. [Important, if 
true. ]

The Editor of the Horti
culturist says :—We have 
known quite a number of 
instances—indeed so many 
as to make it quite a rule— 
that old orchards apparent
ly dying-out have been 
brought back again to 
fruitfulness by the liberal 
use of wood ashes, also 
stirring the soil. Potash is 
the most important element 
in the successful growth of 
all kinds of fruit trees. An 
old gentleman told a Club 

not long ago that he had known a man make and 
preserve an orchard of apple trees in a flourishing 
and productive condition, originally placed on very 
poor grounds, by sprinkling every year around 
each tree, to the circumference of the extent of its 
branches, half a bushel of ashes. We consider 
this a very important item.

Wheat bran is reported to form an excellent 
fertilizer, and from containing magnesian phos
phates is especially adapted as a dressing for 
potatoes. Several expe iments are reported, in 
which it is said to have proved of equal value to 
other well-known fertilizers. The "method of ap
plication was similar to that of guano.

Cultivation of Orchards.—Prof. Beal, of Lan
sing, is very decided on the matter of orchard cul-Holsteln Bull and 

Cow, “Uncle Tom” 
and “ Isis.”
We now give our readers 

illustrations of two Hol
stein Cattle, the property 
of Messrs. Smith & Powell, 
Syracuse, N. Y. This class 
is coming into favor in 
many parts of the States.
Xhe crowning superiority 
of this class is that they 
produce a larger quantity 
of milk, for the weight and 
size of animal, than any 
other breed.

Mr. Smith has just re
turned from Holland with 
another large addition to 
their herd. This class of ! 
cattle are reared to the , 
greatest perfection in Fries- É 
land, North Holland. *
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A Holland Dairy.—The 

best pupils of the Agricul
tural College of Grignon, 
in France, are sent, at the 
public expense, on an ex
cursion each year, to ex- 
amine the improvements in some agricultural dis
trict. In 1876 they visited Holland and gave an 
account of a 500 acre farm, reclaimed from Harlem 
Lake. After this land was drained and rendered 
fit for miscellaneous crops, Mr. Amersfoordt 
devoted it principally to dairy purposes, keeping 
the justly celebrated black or Holstein breed. Many 
of his cows are said to produce 4,805 quarts yearly; 
the average yield per cow being thirteen quarts, or 
an annual yield of 4,000 quarts per cow. It is said 

gallons of milk produce 18 pounds of but
ter and 40 pounds of cheese ; and that the average 
gross income per cow is about $112 of our money. 
It will be perceived that 
this large gross income per 
cow is made from the large 
quantity of milk yielded, 
and not from the peculiar 
richness of the milk ; for 
66 Dutch gallons would 
weigh fully 660 pounds, so 
that it wonld require 36—
60 pounds to make a pound 
of butter, and 11J pounds 
of milk to make a pound o£ 
product, whilst we often 
make a pound of product 
from ten pounds of milk— 
that is, 1 pound of butter 
and 2 pounds of cheese 
from 30 pounds of milk.—
Kentucky Live Stock Jour-

IIOLSTEIN BULL, UNCLE TOM.

ture for all soils similar in fertility to most of those 
in Michigan. He says : “ If you have money to 
fool away, seed down your young orchard to clover 
and timothy, or sow a crop of wheat or oats. If 
you want the trees to thrive, cultivate well till they 
are seven to tçn years old. Spread ashes, manure 
or salt broadcast. Stop cultivating in August, 
weeds or no weeds. This allows the trees to ripen 
for winter.” He adds that the question whether 
to cultivate old orchards or not must be answered 
by manuring the trees. If the color of the leaves 
is good, and they grow well and bear fine fruit, 
they are doing well enough, even if in grass. But

that 66

A Farm of Tiiirty-Two 
Millions of Acres.— 
“Brother Jonathan” over 
the borders boasts of some 
large farms, but there are 
farms in British territory 
larger than any he can 

I, show. We read from a
g Queenstown newspaper that
jjj Messrs. Travers and For-
J syth in the northern terri-
% tory of South Australia
3s have a farm of 50,000

|§3S square miles, 32,000,000
‘Ige acres—a nice compart title.

1 tïSPïf To make varnish, place
shellac in a wide-mouthed 
jar, with strong alcoho 

; enough to cover it, and set
Mmunk JAW" m a warm place until dis-

Mimw. * ,1 , solved; or set the bottle in
a saucepan of cold water, 

MHini «-/fi** “ ft*.' with some sticks to kee
it from the bottom, an 
set on the stove to gradual
ly heat. Be cautious of fire. 

If too thick, add alcohol. Keep the brush in the 
varnish, with the handle through the cork.—Am. 
Agriculturist.
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A plan for improving the 
aroma of butter, in use in 
many parts of Switzerland 
noted for good milk and 
fine butter, is as follows :

it is
warm, is filtered through a 

sprig of washed fir tips, the stem of which is in
serted loosely and upright in the hole of the funnel 
The milk deposits hairs, skins, clots, or gelatinous 
sliminess on the leaves. It has imparted to it a 
most agreeable odor, and does not readily turn 

■ sour. A fresh sprig should be used each time.

Mr. Mechi, the farmers’ scientific farmer of Eng
land, estimates that fifteen hundred sheep folded 
on an acre of land for twenty-four hours, or one 
hundred sheep for fifteen days, would manure the 
soil sufficiently to carry it through a four years ro
tation.

Va

h

ïhe milk, as soon as 
Iprawn, and while yet

HOLSTEIN COWTsiS.

if the leaves are pale, the annual growth less than 
a foot on twelve-year trees, and the fruit small and 
poor, something is the matter, and they are suffer
ing for a want of cultivation or manure or both. 
Prof. B. says that “ to judge of the condition of an 
apple tree is like judging of the condition of sheep 
in a pasture. Look at the sheep and not at the 
pasture, and if they are plump and fat they arc all 
right.”

Fruit Preventing Disease.—We have fre
quently had occasion to point to the fact that a 
regular supply of well-ripened fruit tends to pre
serve health in a family and to prevent disease

V

The Check-Rein.—There can be no doubt but 
that a check-rein upon a draught horse is calcu
lated to worry and injure the animal more than 
all the ordinary labor he is required to perform. 
If a man has a heavy load to push or to draw, he 
lowers his head by bending forward, and thus 
throws the weight of his body against it; and 
would a horse do, under similar circumstances, if 
lie were permitted.

so
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the wound almost healed. As soon as you get this 
paper you may go through your orchard and prune 
eff any small twigs that are growing where you 
will not want them, 
cutting when they are small and do no injury to 
the trees. Some of the boys may try the through- 
grafting with a large gimlet or small auger. Try 
it quietly on some limb, and when you get it grow
ing you will be delighted to show it to your friends.
Our nurserymen may put this plan to great profit^ _ 
by making very handsome and curiously shaped 
trees. We know of no nurseryman who has taken 
up this branch of the business in America. There 
is money in it for some.

Perhaps some smart Yankee may get out a pa. 
tent for some such process, 
the plan it would bo a good thing, as there would 
be a chance of remuneration for those who would

through the body of the tree or a limb that could 
support the dangerous one. The shoot had grown 
and the body of the tree had also grown, so as to 

Mr. Palmer, in his exuberance of kindness, took show nQ defect . one would have thought it was 
possession of our horse and insisted on our staying 

night. In the evening he took us to see his 
friend, Mr. McWilliams, living near by. Mr.
McWilliams is one of the rare specimens of native 
Canadians from Irish and Dutch descent, a man 
we should judge to stand over six feet high and to 
weigh about 300 lbs.
raisings at which he assisted the butt end of a log 
would go on the top of a log-heap with a “ whoop,” 
and the plate of the bam on the side he worked 
would be first up, and the old woods would fairly 
ring again with the “ hurrah ” that would then 
fill the air. He has now the comforts and luxuries 
of civilization at his command. His principal crop 
has been, is, and, from what we could judge, will

On the Wing.
( Continued from Page 98.)

It will save much labor by

a natural growth - by the appearance of the bark. 
The limb placed through the other was as vigorous 
as any other part of the tree, and was well set for 
fruit; the tree was also as vigorous as others in the

over

orchard.

asAt the farmers’ bees and

If one could patent

3
We instructed our artist to draw the accompany

ing sketch, No. 2, to show you in what way this is 
There had been many trees done in the 

Some of our readers may try the
mdone.

same manner, 
plan; it will be quite a curiosity, and it may be 
very useful to amateurs and those having time to 
make ornamental and curious trees. We presume 
that the proper time to do this with best effect 
would be at grafting or budding time, when by 
binding the parts tight and excluding the air, a 

growth would be the result and the wounds 
would then soon heal over.

When at Dr. Francis’ garden, in the township of 
Delaware, some years ago, we noticed a fine largo

vv

1
sure

2
be wheat, wheat, wheat. In this part of the 
try they do not pay as 
stock raising as in many other localities. It is our 
impression’ that root»and stock will have greater 
attention paid to them in future on the Plains than 
they have previously received. His principal root 

is potatoes, of which he plants about nine 
annually. We asked him how he managed

He said

conn-
much attention to root and

go through the country and teach people how to 
grow trees in beautiful, artistic and curious forms. 
Just try it this spring and give us a drawing of 
your growing tree when it is united, and we will 
have a1 cut made of it for publication.

1
.V

Look to the Apple-Tree.crop
The time will soon come when if apple-trees are 

suffering from the borer, the effect will be seen in 
the foliage before the proper maturing time comes. 
By the term “borer” different insects may be 
understood ; but tho one wo mean, and which is 
the only one people trouble themselves mudi about 
in this part of the world, is the one which enters 
the stem of the tree near tho ground and bores its 
way up the trunk, just below tho bark, in the 
young wood. It can be readily detected by ex- 
aminuig the trunk at that spot, and if this borer is 
there small sawdust-like particles which have been 
ejected by the larva of the Insect will appear. The 
numerous holes which this fellow makes cuts off a 
large supply of the sap which ought to go from tho 
roots to the leaves, and these therefore become 
half-starved, and thus results the yellow color.

To get these worms out is tho one universal 
thought ; but people differ as to how it is best to be 
done. In years gone by tho most popular process 
was to run up a stiff wire, but people have found 
by experience that the “worm” is not always 
crushed by it, especially if ho has genius enough to 
make his way a devious one. The wire strikes 
against the side, and while we are laughing at the 
thought of his utter destruction, if it has reason 
and not instinct, as some writers contend for in
sects and animal life in general, it is probably 
laughing at its lucky escape. This plan doea not 
seem to satisfy many people, for there are con
tinually appearing new modes which are supposed 
to do lietter than the old one. .... ,

One of the mod original of these is to take clay, 
temper it so that it will hold water pretty well, 
and then make a dish around the base of the tree, 
the edge extending up as highs a tho worms have 
probably ascended. Water is then poured m and 
the insects are drowned out. We should be afraid 
it would be as hard to get tho water to run up into 
these worm-holes as for water to get up into an in
verted tumbler. However, whether this or any 
other plan is good or not, there is nothing to our 
mind like taking them out with the jack-knife. 
This is easily done without much horizontal injury 
to the bark,and there is a satisfaction in being able 
to look straight into the eyes of one’s enemy, and 
to testify positively to his death.

acres
to protected them from the Colorado bug. 
they were not troubling him now; he got a potato 
bug catcher that was made in Waterloo, and a boy
pushed it up and down the rows once a week; apple tree well laden with fruit. 
andthiB kept his potatoes pretty free from this tree were in such forms that they could not have 
pest. He said a boy would go over four acres a borne the fruit without breaking or splitting the 
day easily with it, and that it cost him much less tree. The Doctor had several years previous bored 
than destroying them with Paris Green. It kept h0iea through the limbs and connected them by 
his potatoes free from the bugs, and there was no means.of strong iron rods having solid heads at

end and screws at the otheri The rods were 
put through the tree as shown in Fig. 1. This is 
also a good plan where trees are valuable and 
proper care has not been taken when they were 
young to give them a proper shape. Many valu-

4
The limbs of the

danger, to man or beast.
The farmers in this section are using large quan

tities of salt. They find it has even a better effect 
A box ot it is put on the hind end 

of a wagon, a man or boy drives the horses, and 
one man sits at the end of the wagon and sows it 
right and left, using both hands. They sow about 

barrel to the acre, putting it on the ground

one

than plaster.

one
either with the seed or before or after seeding, and 
cultivate or harrow it in with the seed.

In Park, Ont., we noticed that one of the lawns 
had been cut with the lawn mower, April 16th. 
This we think worthy of record, as we never saw 
grass so long so early in the season; and perhaps 

hence some of your children mayj
twenty years 
turn to this record in one of the bound volumes of 
the Advocate. We remember feeding straw on 
the 20th of May to our hungry cattle, when they 
could not get their noses to the ground for snow. 
What a contrast to the present season !

B
able trees are destroyed every year when there is a 
good crop of fruit. This plan may bo of 
to some of you.

In passing through the country we often see 
where limbs of trees have been improperly cut off 
and a large dead stub is sticking out. Y c IP'e 
figures 3 and 4 to show how they appear, and no

them also. Fig. 5

some usej WAY OF TRAINING TREES.A NOVEL

When in Mr. Palmer’s orchard our attention 
called to a plan that the former proprietor had 
practiced on some of the trees. Where a lm o 
an apple tree had grown in such a manner as would 
be likely to cause it to break off or split the tree 
when bearing, he had taken a sucker or shoot rom 
the limb and put it through an auger hole bored

was

doubt many of you have seen 
shows where a limb has been properly cut off ant
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:mf: a turn of wheat in our country is below ten bushels 

per acre, and as the cost of growing one crop can
not but exceed $10, it follows that the product 
costs fully market value, and in a large portion of 
our country it does not pay for labor expended.

Now, if we can increase the yield to twenty-five 
bushels per acre with but little added expense, we 

great would be the increased profit. But 
many will say such return cannot be realized. I 
believe it can under all ordinary circumstances. It 
is true that there is a difference in the adaptation 
of soils to crops, but on all natural wheat lands, 
such as prevail in Western New York, such yield 
is not extraordinary, and for a succession of years, 
under good cultivation. My own crop has for sev
eral years averaged fully up to that figure, except 
the crop of 1875, when the yield was but about 
seventeen bushels, owing to the extreme frost of 
winter. I will give the return for fifty acres in 
wheat, and the cost of the same last season on my 
farm. My practice is to follow a rotation of crops, 
wheat following barley. This land had grown a 
full crop of barley in the season of 1876, and the 
stubble turned under early in August, the furrow 
about eight inches deep. The cost of the crop of 
wheat harvested in 1877 was as follows :

plaster, the other in the same quantity of pure 
water. These two specimens were placed side by 
side, stirred up occasionally, and after a week a 
quantity of water filtered from each, and the solu
tions carefully tested for ammonia. This experi
ment I have repeated, and with results nearly uni
form. The plaster always gave decided indica
tions of ammonia, while the pure water with 
muck either gave no indications of ammonia, or 
very feeble ones.”

■i' $

Is the Application of Plaster Bene
ficial?

This has been the purport of enquiries from 
several correspondents. Some have applied it 
without any perceptible results. From the 
Michigan Farmer we take the following article on 
the subject :—

see how

Elmira Farmers’ Club.
Items from the late discussion as reported in the 

Husbandman :—
What is Best for Hedges’—Why not try our 

native Buckthorn ? It is easy to propagate, will 
stand frost, water and drought, and even the 
browsing of animals, sheep included. It will keep 
its own tenaciously, but will not spread and occupy 
all the ground adjoining it. While it does not 
grow as rapidly as some other shrubs, it grows 
slowly and compactly, in a way to endure and be- 

, come a dense, reliable, permanent hedge. In a 
warm climate, with constant moisture, perhaps it 
would not be best to wait for it to grow; but in 
our climate, subject as we are to alternations of 
extreme cold, wet and dry weather, I apprehend it 
is that or no permanent hedge.

A Cheap Wash for Barns and Fences.—W. 
A. Armstrong : We have used cement and skim 
milk. We think it is better than lime. It is a 
light drab color. It costs but little; fifty cents 
worth will paint a large barn. We put two quarts 
of cement into a six-quart pail, add two quarts of 
skimmed milk, mix well, and it is ready for use. 
Stir occasionally while applying it. The cement is 
the kind used in building cisterns.

Summer Fallowing.—W. A. A. : Summer fal
lowing will kill sorrel. Ten acres of my farm was 
troubled with sorrel; a good coat of manure and a 
fallow destroyed it. A summer fallow will kill 
other weeds as well as sorreL It has the result 
also of increasing the fertility of all heavy soils, 
or at least of putting them in such condition that 
the plant food they contain is moré readily avail
able. —■'

We believe in sowing plaster on whatever crops 
it is to be applied early, and especially on sandy, 
light loamy or opening lands, 
develop the groi 
part of the plant, 
it has any effect in developing the seed or grain 
directly. But the plant that is developed well 
physically, so to speak, is strong through its large 
leaf and stem surface and capacity to absorb the 
light and heat of the sun, to nourish the seed, and 
to grow it more perfectly. The result is that plas
ter sown early stimulates the growth of the plant/ 
in its young stage of development when, like 
calf, it seeks mUk because it is close at hand, near 
to the young rootlets that are sent out, after the 
food that is stored up in the seed is exhausted. 
Plaster helps to gather, absorb and change what 
elements are furnished by the air, the water, and 
the mineral and earthy matters on the surface of 
the soil, and to transform them into substances 
that are soluble enough for the plant to feed upon. 
The chemical movement or changes caused by the 
particles of plaster when acting on the soil and un
der the influence of light, heat, air, water and con
tact with mineral matters, unquestionably de
velops a certain amount of heat that tends to 
stimulate the feeding and digestive powers of the 
young plant, and promotes its growth at an early 
day, somewhat as oil-cake fed to the calf in addi
tion to the milk of its dam develops it into a large 
sizp, builds up its muscular system, increases its 
vital organs, and expands and strengthens the 
young animal, so that it retains all these advan
tages till it is ripe as a full grown well developed 
bullock. It is the aid thus given to the young 
plant which makes the application of plaster at an 
early day so valuable, and especially to some 
plants such as clover, which are leguminous, and 
need a trace of sulphur as a part of their composi-

Professor Kedzie tells us that plaster benefits 
crops for four reasons :—;

1. Because of its composition, as it contains two 
substances that are necessary for the growth of 
crops, viz : sulphur and lime.

2d. Plaster has the power of combining with the 
volatile carbonate of ammonia, the pungent fumes 
of which pervade stables and other places, and 
which also is contained in many fertilizing sub
stances, and on the surface soil itself, at the close 
of winter when the snow is melted and the ground 
is no longer frozen. This volatile substance would 
be dispersed if plaster was not applied, and hence 
the earlier it is distributed the more useful it is as 
a fertilizer, or rather in rendering useful the fer
tilizing matters which the soil and the decaying 
debris of the vegetation of last year has gathered 
andaccumulatedduring the winter,but which has not 
had time to become assimilable by the young plants 
just hatched (as we may say) from the eggs or the 
seed.

3d. The solution of sulphate of lime or plaster 
caused by the rains, has a peculiar distinguishing 
influence on the compound silicates of the soil, 
setting free potash and magnesia for the use of 
the plant, so that it gets an increased supply of the 
very food it heeds in the condition it is best 
adapted for promoting its growth. Hence says 
the professor, we furnish by the use of plaster, an 
increased supply of four very essential constituents 
of plant growth, sulphur, lime, potash and mag
nesia, and we may add also, it furnishes the plant 
with a certain amount of power to store up, or 
gather nitrogenous material for the more thorough 
organization and perfection of the seed. We 
think this is very fairly proven by the results of 
all the crude experiments, and of the actual prac
tice of farmers, but also by the results of the ex
periments of Dr. Kedzie himself, who says after 
studying these very results :—

“Does plaster afford an increased supply of 
nitrogen to plants by reacting upon the vegetable 
mold of the soil, setting free its inert nitrogen in 
an active form ? To test this matter I weighed 
out two equal quantities of the same swamp-muck, 
placed one in a given measure of a solution of

i
i Plaster helps to 

green, leafy and woody 
Of itself we do not think that

;
wth of the
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; « Plowing 50 acres at $2 per acre..................
Harrowing four times, 25c. per acre each..
Surface plowing twice with gang plows. ..
Rolling once, 25c. per acre.............................
Seed, I t bush, at $1.50 per bush., per acre 112 50
Drilling, 50c. per acre.................................... 25 00 '
150 lbs. superphosphate per acre, at $30 a 

ton..............................................

$100 fO 
50 00
62 50
12 50

r
112 50 
150 00Harvesting and drawing to barn 

Threshing and marketing, $35 per acre.. .. 175 00 
Picking loose stone, etc., 25c. per acre.... 12 50L

: ■
Total.. $812 50

Contra.
Yield, 30 bush, per acre, 1,500 bush.,, sold 

at $1.26 per bush.
Value of straw per acre, $2...

Total................................

Use of land, $23.91 per acre.
These figures are not given as being an extraor

dinary crop, for many have produced larger 
The season was unusually favorable for grain, and 
we do not expect like crops every year, but we may 
approximate to it. Certainly this gives a good re
turn, and shows that wheat growing may be made 
profitable under good cultivation; but had the 
yield been only an average of the State—some ten 
or twelve bushels per acre—it would not have paid 
cost of cultivation, and nothing for the use of the 
land. It is seldom that our seasons are so bad that 
wheat growing does not afford reasonable 
agement to the farmer when wise'y conducted. 
Land must be kept clean and fertile to make grain 
growing a paying business in any of the older 
.States, which the virgin soils of the West are pro
ducing so abundantly and at so little cost. That 
is, we must be better farmers in the older States to 
enable us to compete with the, many bad farmers of 
the West. A new country is never well farmed, 
for when Nature produces abundantly for negli
gent culture, we need not expect thorough culti
vation, but when necessity demands a better and 
more thorough system we need not expect success 
unless we comply.

Our Eastern farmers must farm better than the 
Western, or we cannot grow grain as a paying 
business; but with good cultivation and a judicious 
use of fertilizers, we can produce wheat, barley, 
oats, beans, etc., and put them on the Eastern mar
ket at as good per cent, profit as the Iowa, Kansas 
or Minnesota farmers will do in years to 
The important question for the Eastern farmer 
now is, to know how’ he can produce crops as 
cheaply as the Western farmer can, including tran
sportation. They have some advantages over us 
that are hard to overcome; we have many advan
tages over them : we have a more uniform climate, 
less subject to extremes, and arc less troubled with 
insects that destroy. Yet our main reliance must 
bo on a better and a more economical system of 
husbandry. Our farmers must use more mind, 
more thought in their business that they may get 
advantages which the Western farmers already 
possess. Their lands arc already fertile; ours must 
be made so by economizing every means of adding 
to our supply of manure, and by the use of such 
mineral elements as experience may prove bene
ficial to the soil and profitable to the farmer.—F. 
P. 11, in N. Y. Tribune.

i. - .
$1,890 00

100 00

$1,990 00
Beet Sugar.—In a letter to the Secretary, I). 

W. Payne describes the method pursued by him in 
manufacturing beet sugar, of which he has 
ceeded in producing a very good article : The beets 
used gave, by analysis made at Washington, ten 
and one-fourth per cent, of sugar, which is nearly 
equal to the average yield of the beets grown in 
France. I am unable to state from my experiments 
what amount of marketable sugar could have been 
obtained from tiiese beets, but in Europe, from 
beets containing tivelve per, cent, sugar, eight per 
cent, is extracted. The apparatus used was so 
crude, and so many mistakes were made, that it 

impossible, through waste, to arrive at correct 
conclusions as to quantities. Indeed, at one time, 
it seemed extremely doubtful whether any sugar 
would be obtained at,all. To get sugar became at 
last the only aim, and evêvÿtliing else was ne
glected. One thing alone, and that is really of the 
most importance, was determined, viz., that beets 
can be grown in this valley, yielding a sufficient 
amount of saccharine matter to render the manu
facture of sugar here not only practicable, but pro
fitable. It is made in Europe from no better roots, 
with great profit, and it would seem that the ne
cessary knowledge only is wanting to enable us to 
do it. During the past year important discoveries 
have been made, doing away with the complicated 
process generally in use, and making it an easy 
matter for the farmer to work up his crop of beets 
on the farm into marketable sugar, thereby en
abling him to participate in the manufacturer’s 
profits.

f. ■
$1,177 50

suc-
i'j ones.

tiont
i

i

;

i-i
was encour-

-

;

Larger Crops at Less Cost. come.
Our national prosperity depends more on the 

husbandman than on the statesman or financier ; 
wealth must be produced before prosperity can be 
gained, and any means employed by which we can 
produce more and at less cost must be a national 
blessing. Our production is already large, but is 
not what it should be with the resources

:

!;■
we possess.

W e have soil, climate and opportunity to supply 
millions of the old world with bread, and by thus 
giving the staff of life to the hungry of other 
tions, we

R
i;

r na-
secure the best good and greatest pros

perity to our own people. The want of our coun
try is greater knowledge and better practice in ag
riculture; a knowledge that will enable us to pro
duce two bushels of grain or two pounds of meat 
at the present cost of one; and this, no intelligent 
farmer will doubt, is attainable. The average rc-
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through the soil, carrying to the roots the nutritive 
elements with which they are charged; the absorb
ing property is increased, it holds more moisture 
in suspension and crops remain luxuriant even in 
seasons of drouth, and superfluous water being re
moved from below, the heat of the sun is econo
mized in warming the soil, instead of being ex
pended in the evaporation of surface water.

Briefly it may be stated that some of the advan
tages of underdraining consist in the removal of 
stagnant water from the surface, and excess of 
moisture from heavy rains; the temperature of the 
soil is increased, which allows early planting of 
crops and hastens their maturity; it equalizes the 
moisture of the soil, so that crops are in a great 
measure exempt from the evils resulting from ex
cess of rainfall on the one hand, or from a de
ficiency of rainfall on the other; the roots of plants 
are supplied with soluble food carried down by 
rains, as well as that which is rendered available 
by the decomposing influences of air and moisture 
on the surrounding soil, and on such manures as 
are applied for additional fertilization; the land is 

economically worked, and cultivation suffers 
less interruption at all seasons, and as a consequence 
crops are increased to their maximum production, 
at least so far as they are dependent upon the phy
sical condition of the soil, a factor of equal im
portance with that of its chemical constitution.

Leaks in Bad Cultivation.
At the meeting of. the Pictou Agricultural So

ciety, Prof. Lawson addressing the meeting on 
several points in scientific agriculture, said :

I do not advocate thorough draining and high 
cultivation to start with; the first thing was to find 
out the leaks in bad cultivation, waste of manure 
and waste of feed, and to stop them. Then more 
rapid progress could be made, for farming would 
become more and more profitable. By our present 
want of system it is impossible that it can be. The 
remarkable fact was brought out by several speak
ers that of late years there had been a great de
preciation in the assessed value of farms in Pictou 
County. One gentleman instanced a similar de
preciation in the fertile districts of Cumberland and 
the Sack ville marshes, where thousands of tons of 
hay were annually sold off the farms, and nothing 
returned to the soil to keep up its fertility. In 
Ontario the wheat lands are giving out from the 
same cause, and in Massachusetts farms are yearly 
passing into bush land. Facts like these, which 
touch not only the material welfare, but the very 
existence, of our people, should bo investigated by 
our statesmen as pointing to the greatest problem 
in political economy that remains to be solved on 
this continent.

mangels,” but root culture is one of the main crops 
in England, and immense crops are obtained which 
warrant the use of such large quantities of fer-* 

He admits that artificial fertilizers often 
prove a failure—“in many cases the money ex
pended is wasted, while in other cases it is well 
spent.” The manner of applying fertilizers on 
English prize farms is thus : “ Artificial manures 
are applied by hand on the surface, namely, 5 cwt. 
of pulverized bone, 1 cwt. of guano and 3 cwt. of 
superphosphate, at a cost of £3 10s. per acre. The 
land is then scarified, harrowed and rolled, by 
which operation the artificial manures are thor
oughly incorporated with the soil, and the last week 
in May, if the season admits, the turnips are 
drilled on the flat, at a distance between the rows 
of 19 inches. ”

Solid Land for Wheat.
From an English standpoint, Mr. J. J. Mechi 

says—and so far as the question of solidity is con
cerned, the rule will hold good anywhere “From 
long observation and experience, I am more and 
more convinced that a loose friable bed for wheat 
js a mistake, and that compression or solidity is 
essential to the well-doing and non-rootfalling of 
the crop. The old system of dibbling wheat will 
be esteemed, especially in light and friable soils. 
The treading, and also the weeding by the dibble, 
had the effect of consolidating the soil. The drill 
has superseded the dibble, for it does the work so 
much more quickly, and deposits the seed 
uniformly. A good dropper was not often to be 
obtained. I remember seeing lines of human be
ings treading the newly-sown wheat on the late 
Mr. Woodward’s farm in Worcliestershire. So 
convinced was he about solid land for wheat that 
he used 24 horses for three days trampling down 
some nearly broken up grass land after sowing 
it with wheat, and so got a fine upstanding crop. ’ 

After discussing the relative merits of dibbling— 
dropping a single grain of wheat at regular inter
vals, he says “As regards the proper quantity 
of seeding per acre, much must depend upon cer
tain circumstances of soil, climate and fertility. 
No doubt, as a rule, the excess of quantity is 
absttfdly wrong; but I will make a humble bow 
and^eference to those who, by trying compar
ative quantities, have arrived at a suitable and 
profitable conclusion. The average increase, 
according to Gaird, id'9 to 1. I will venture to 
sert that it is impossible to obtain from a sound 
wheat kernel, having room for development, so 

single ear, which would 
When I

'tilizers.
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Corn as a Farm Crop and for Food.
The Milwaukee Milling Journal, has an article 

comparing the cost and food value of wheat and 
to the disadvantage of the former. The cli

mate of Canada is not so favorable to the proper 
maturing of corn as that to the south, yet it might 
be profitably grown to a greater extent than it is. 
It would give us a greater diversity of crops, very 
profitable in agriculture, and if even not well 
ripened, it has its advantages for stock feeding. 
The Journal says :

Wheat is the dearest food consumed by mankind, 
and when the comparative value and cheapness of 
the different grains is more thoroughly understood, 
the singular fact will be developed that there is as 
much caste in food as in the human race that is 
supported by it. Scarcity and high cost of wheat 
will eventually force nations and individuals to 
learn that the moral and financial elevation of the 
masses depends upon the substitution of some good 
material cheaper than wheat and bearing nearer 
proportion to the reduced state of wages now pre
valent the world over. When the conventional 
necessities of life increase in cost, laborers’ wages 
diminish, and suffering and discontent ~
following comparison will show that corn, as well 

oats, is cheaper food than wheat :
Oats contain 19.91 per cent, nourishment; corn, 

12.30 per cent., and wheat, 14.06 per cent. Each 
pound of nourishment from oats at 58* cents per 
bushel costs 9.33 cents; from corn at 67 cents per 
bushel each pound costs 9$ cents, while from 
wheat at $1.07 per bushel each pound of nourish
ment costs 20.61 cents. The corn crop of the 
United States equals the wheat crop of the civ
ilized world, while 40 per cent, of the latter can 
not raise sufficient for their own wants. The de
ficiency in the United States wheat crop for 1876 
exceeded the entire export of 1875, while pur ex
ports of wheat in 1875 were 10,000,000 bushels 
less than in 1874, showing that wheat cannot be 
claimed as a sole dependence from the rapidly in
creased population of the world. Corn must, be
fore many years, be consumed as a partial substi
tute at least, for wheat, and the better the quality 
of the grain and the more perfect the process of 
preparing it for food, the quicker will come the en
larged demand. This is in part confirmed by the 
fact that our exports of 1876 were 3 per cent, of 

whole crop, while for the twelve preceding 
they averaged only 1 per cent, of the corn

1
1corn. more
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small a return as even a 
probably give 30 to 40 or more for 1. 
dibbled my one peck per acre of wheat (one kernel 
in every dibble-hole at about 4^ or 5-inch inter
vals) there were usually several ears from each 
kernel, often 10 to 25, and I know of a case re
cently in Kelvedon where a single kernel pro
duced 108 stems and heads, but then it had no 
competitors. It grew on parsely bed. Liebig 
truly says that the greatest enemy to a wheat 
plant is another proximate wheat plant. From 
what I hear, the thin sowing light is dawning 

British agriculture. —Michigan Far-
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Fertilizers for Root Crops.
fertilizers for roots

:|
A noted English writer on .

says that superphosphate of lime is principally 
used in England; but guano is used to a consider
able extent in Scotland and Ireland, where the eli

te is cooler and moister than the south of Leg- 
land. In dry seasons there, as well as in this 
country, these fertilizers do not give satisfaction. 
Having, in connection with other scientific farm
ers, made many experiments with artificial fer
tilizers, running through a series of years, he came 
to the following conclusions :

1. That their action is very itiuch dependent,on 
the soil. Some soils possess a great responsive 
power, and others do not respond at all to ter-
tilizers . _

2 Poor land, and in poor condition, derives the 
most striking benefit from artificial dressings. 
Lands in high cultivation, on the other hand, de
rive often no benefit at all.

3. Superphosphate is the most paying manure 
we can use for Swedes.

4 Guano, nitrate of soda, farm yard dung and 
organic matter containing nitrogen, diminish the 
germinating power of the seed and cause a blank- 

in the crop when they are brought into close 
proximity with the seed.

5. " Guano and nitrate of soda top-dressed on 
either at the time of sowing, or later, by which 
means they are not placed in contact with the seed, 
increase the crop, but not to an extent which war
rants us in recommending them in the district.

6 The dissolved guano is less injurious in its 
effect upon the seed than ordinary Peruvian guano.

That the benefit from the application some
times is represented by 10 to 12 tons per acre over 
the unmanured plant, and that in o er 
unmanured plants are fully equal to those dressed^ 
in which cases there is a heavy pecuniary loss from 
their application.

8 About 3 cwt. of superphosphate to the acre 
has given the best economic result during several 
years’ experience, extending over hundreds of 
plftts, • -I

The writer says, however, that on so™e s01ls* 
larger quantity is applied, ‘ as a ton p

■■ ;i

ma i
Rilling Canada Thistles.

I had on my farm a four-acre field covered with 
Canada thistles. 1 say “ had" because I am con-
vinced the present season’s treatment has made it 
too hot for them and I shall see no more of them. 
The land-Was strong—“it takes good land to raise 
good thistles. ” One-half of the field was seeded, 
immediately after plowing and a thorough working 
with a two-horse cultivator, with soiling-corn. 
This was put-in drills, 30 inches apart, with a 
large one-horse seed-drill—about 3^ bushels per 
acre. By the fjrequent use of the cultivator the 
space between the rows was kept clean, and direct
ly in the row the few that have stuck up their 
heads look very yellow and sickly, shaded by the 
dense growth of corn. The remainder of the field 
was seeded heavily with Hungarian grais. Timely 
showers have made the season favorable for this 
crop and it has grown rapidly, smothering the dhnj 
agreeable former occupants of the soil. I do not 
consider this so successful a mode of treatment as 
the former, because Hungarian grass grows so slow
ly on the start and the thistles have an opportunity 
to gain a foothold. The crop is nearly ready to 
harvest. Here and there, in looking over the 
field, a thistle is seen, but a stranger would never 
mistrust how foul the field was seventy days ago. 
At any rate what few there are will be cut before 
they mature seed.— Cultivator.

$

Iour 
years 
produced.

Draining Land.
Clay soils cannot produce to the full extent of 

their ability unless underdrained. The ordinary 
routine operation of plowing has a tendency Ap 
form a compacted strata immediately below the 
cultivated or plowed portion, which acts as a basm 
in the retention of water; such soils arc cold, and 
late; because the water prevents the heat of the 
sun from warming the soil until the water has been 
removed by evaporation, which produces cold; so 
that in addition to the impracticability of early 
spring cropping of such soils, every summer shower 
cools the earth surrounding the roots of the grow
ing plants, which thus sustain a series of checks 
in their progress to maturity. i ,

These evils are removed by draining. Even the 
strongest clays are more or less permeated by veins 
of sand or gravel, sometimes by a layer of vege 
table matter which has collected in a crack or lia- 

lmt. so lone as there is no outlet beneath

.
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Sheep for Cut-Worms.

Experience has taught mo that cut-worms 
never follow after sheep or bother on land where 
sheep have run the previous fall and winter. If 
you have no sheep of your own, let your neighbor’s 
turn in, if you have land that is likely to be in
fested with them. If the ground is thoroughly 
pastured you need not have any fear of cut-worm» 

M. L, L, in Prairie Farmer

\

sure;
these conducting veins they 
underlaid with drains their action is at once ap
parent; the subsoil that previously held water like 
a basin now transmits like a filter, and as the water 
sinks the air follows ; the rams descend freely

inert, but whenare
!
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Whatever seeding there is yet to be done, remem
ber to have the soil in right condition before sow- 

If very wet the ground is sure to bake if

capital place for a small rockery, and if a little 
shady it will be all the better, 
beautiful ferns and creeping plants which may be 
found growing wild in the woods and along fence 
sides, can bo transplanted safely; the graceful foli
age of the ferns contrasts well with the irregular 
forms of the rockery.

harden, (Orrftml ana iomit. Here the many
ing.
worked upon, and it is far better to wait even till 
June than be in a hurry now and have your labor 
and seed wasted. If the soil is very dry, when 
sowing be sure to pack it well after sowing with 
the back of the spade oç_ by the use of a hand 
roller; treading the soil well in the sowing of ordin
ary vegetables will greatly facilitate even ger
mination. The cultivation of the cabbage has been 
greatly affected of late by the ravages of the 

Although many remedies are in vogue for

Seasonable Hints—May.
BY IIORTÜS.

This month will be found to be the best time in 
ttye year for the planting of all kinds of 
greens; just as the season 
for planting with safety all kinds of deciduous, 
fruit and ornamental trees, the time for handling 
evergreens may be said to commence, and be con
tinued till the new growth attains a height of five 
or six inches; then a little more care will be neces
sary to keep roots from exposure to wind 
When planting it would be well to dip roots in thin 
mud; after earth is filled in, cover the ground with 
a thick mulch of litter, straw, &c. 
sandy soil give your trees a good watering occa
sionally. Aim to finish your planting before the 
very h|t weather sets in, which commences gener
ally about the 1st of June. Select some cloudy 
day to go to the swamps adjacent for a wagon load 
or two of such evergreens as there may be found 
growing; these plant in rows 
six inches in row. From this small nursery, which 
may receive such additions as time and inclination 
will allow, hedges screens and wind-breaks may be 
planted around the farm. When planting do not 
put any manure near the roots. Evergreens arc 
impatient of manure, and if soil requires enrich
ing, it will be better to use the manure as a mulch 
for the first season; this also applies to the use of

cver-
becomes too advanced

worm.
destroying this loathsome pest, we find the best to 
be plenty of manure and water A patch of cab
bages grown in a moist, rich place will be found to 
grow so luxuriant as to defy the worm, which must 
turn to those grown in poor, dry places for susten- 

Many thousand plants of tomatoes, peppers 
and such plants as are transplanted are destroyed 
by being cut off close to the ground by the cut 

This sly individual works by night and

and sun.

On very dry
ance.

worm.
hides in the soil around the base of the plant dur
ing the day. Especially on light soils is it found 
to be very destructive. A remedy for this pest 
to wrap a small piece of paper once around the 
stem of the plant, so as to extend about an inch or 
so above and below the line of the soil.

[If shrubs such as those named cannot be con
veniently had, evergreens, such as spruce, cedars 
and balsams can be procured from the woods. 
They should be transplanted when small, and 
those selected that are branched closely from the- 
ground. They can be kept neat and will be high
ly ornamental. There are also to bo piocnred from 
the woods native shrubs well worthy of more atten
tion than is generally paid to them.—Ed.]

two feet apart and

For edgings of walks and beds, a foot wide of 
sod kept nicely trimmed can hardly be excelled ; 
otherwise dwarf box, Tom Thumb cedar and white 
cedar form nice edging and may be kept as low 
with the shears as fancy may dictate.

As suggested in the last number of the Advo- 
noat and ornamental rustic contriv-cate, many

ances may be constructed with but little exercise 
of taste and labor. Select three birch poles about 
ten feet long and group in the form shown in the

when planting fruit trees.manure
A simple method of layering grapes to produce 

strong young plants, by those unacquainted with 
other means of propagating, will be found in the 
following : Make a trench with a hoe six inches 
deep, in a V shape; in this lay a cane from the 
vine, pegging it down securely at the bottom of the 
trench; leave it till the buds have attained a length 
of four or five inches ; then draw in enough soil, 
pressing it with the fingers around the young 
growth to within an inch of the top of growth. 
Again, in a week or so put in more soil, and con- 
tiniie doing so till the trench is level. In the fall, 
before the ground freezes, remove your layers, 
which will bo found strong rooted, each eye mak-

Snperphosphatc in a Garden.
About a year ago I purchased two hundred 

pounds of superphosphate to apply on my garden. 
I think it will be of some interest to you to know 
the results. I planted one-fourth of an acre with 
potatoes, in hills two feet four inches apart each 
way. In every hill I put about one-half of a gar
den trowel full of superphosphate and two single 
eyes of the potatoes. In about two hundred and 
fifty hills I dropped the fertilizer and covered it 
very little before I dropped the seed. In all the 
rest of the hills I planted the seed with the fer- 

I hoed them twice and the har-

k.fà
tilizer together, 
vest was sixty-two bushels, although I did not cut 
more than one bushel for seed. The kinds I 
planted were Extra Early Vermont, Snowflake, 
Brownell’s Beauty and Compton’s Surprise. I„ 
could not see any difference in the yield of the po
tatoes where the seed was dropped with the fer
tilizer, or the fertilizer dropped first, covered a 
little and then the seed put on the top of it.

I had a most remarkable result from the use of 
superphosphate on cabbage. I transplanted two 
hundred and fifty plants of Brunswick improved, 
but before I set out the plants I dropped in each 
place a handful of fertilizer and mixed it with the 
soil. The growth was so rapid that I was com
pelled to pull the cabbage early in September, be
cause it burst open and the stems began to d cay.
1 had the same rapid growth with onions, sweet 
corn, beets, &c.—Cor. Husbandman.

ing a fine plant.
Grafting may yet be practised till trees arc in wleaf.

____The improvement and adornment of the grounds
ive as much

illustration. From the centre at the top may be 
suspended a basket filled with plants such as white 
Petunia, &e. ; beneath this arrange a small bed of 
rich soil, filled with Gladiolus or other scarlet 
(lowering plants. The idea may l^e carried out, 
/. c., a camp fire. Another object ma^fic composed 
as follows : Select an old stump, cut a Hour barrel

surrounding the-residence should rccc 
care and attention as would bo spent in the erec
tion of the building itself. Many will spend thou
sands for buildings, and grudgingly devote a few 
dollars for the purchase of plants, paying little at
tention to the landscape beauties of their premises, 
forgetting that by the judicious laying out of paths 
with the arrangement of flower beds, grouping of 
trees, &c., in accordance with the character of 
their residence, they will form a picture that will 
be an object of admiration and emulatiofi to their 

For the planting of smallfcllow countrymen, 
borders or bods, the following neat growing shrubs 
will answer the purpose, : Double Almonds, 1 runus 
Triloba; Spireas in variety; Daphno mezercum, 
two colors ; Forsythia; Tartarian Honeysuckles. 
These, intermixed with shapely specimens of 
spruce and an occasional group of roses, are suffi
cient for the adornment of small grounds.

I'tm Cultivation of Apples.I
The following valuable suggestions are from an 

essay by Prof. Beal, of the Michigan Agricultural 
College :—

A young tree must be treated very much as you 
would treat a hill of corn. Hoed crops will an
swer in a young orchard. Sowed crops will do 
much harm to young trees. It is a good plan to 
keep young trees mulched. It prevents the rapid 
evaporation of moisture from the soil, keeps the 
surface mellow, prevents the soil from freezing and 
thawing in winter, and becoming overheated in 
summer. Whetlfer to cultivate or not can be told 
by the looks of the trees, 
leaves is good and the growth all right, and the 
trees bear well of fine fruit, they are doing well 
enough even in grass. To judge of the condition 
of an apple tree is much like judging of the condi
tion of sheep in a pasture.

It

in two and into the half fill earth ; plant a ger
anium for centre, and around the edge place such 
plants as German ivy, so as to trail over edges ; 
place this on your stump, and you will be pleased 
with its quaint and simple beauty. It will look 
just as nice when the plants arc grown as if you 
had spent S'-’O or kJO for an iron vase.

In the vegetable garden most of the seeding and 
planting will be well advanced by this time.

Pa-onias, Phloxes, Lychnias, Dclphisium and other 
strong-growing, hardy perennials, 
tageously used in connection with the above, 
they arc planted, very little labor afterwards is re
quired to always have nice surroundings, 
digging up of the grounds, and raking and levelling 
oil' the same, will be found agreeable occupation 
and relaxation from the heavier duties of the farm.

An odd, awkward corner of the garden will be a

can bo advan- 
Once
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after they hatch out an<l form neats in the crotches 
of the branches or limbs of the trees. In this, 
their caterpillar form, the best time to find their 
homes and to find them at homo is in the early 
morning, before they start on their daily tramps 
up the limbs to feed, and when the dew on their 
nests gives them a sparkling appearance.

Having found them, make a mbderatcly strong 
solution of soap or soapsuds, using a quart of soft 
soap to two gallons of water; or, if soft soap is not 
at hand, use its equivalent in dissolved bar soap, 
lye or potash. Apply this solution to the nests or 
tents of the worms with a swab of rags tied to a 
pole of suitable length for reaching them. With 

the nests can, in most cases, be broken open at 
the top and filled with the suds or lye-water from 
the drippings of the swab. By this method all the 
worms, which lie closely nested there, will get 
soaped before they get out. Or the nests may be 
wiped out with the wetted swab, and such worms 
as have not been touched may bo given a dose—a 
drop is sullicient for each—and it may be applied at 
any time and under all circumstances.

The more freely this wash is used about the 
trunks and limbs of apple trees, the better for 
them", worms or no worms. No man who tries this 
method of ridding his trees of these disgusting and 
destructive insects, will ever bo guilty of using

of the
S., in

The Value of the Earth-Worm.Seasonable Hints.
In order to grow good fruit we need only repeat I The common earth-worm, though apt to bo des- 

in a general way that trees, require as much food as pised and trodden on, is really a useful creature in 
a crop of corn or potatoes; but it is very important jta way. Mr. Knapp describes it as the natural 
to keep the feeding roots at the surface, and there- manurer of the soil, consuming on the surface the 
fore that the very best way to manure fruit trees is softer part of decayed vegetable matters, and con- 
by surface dressing. I veying downwards the more w’oody fibres, which

Manuring of grapes should be regulated by the there molder and fertilize. They perforate the 
nature of the soil. If it be damp—in most cases earth in all directions, thus rendering it permeable 
a bad condition for grape growing—stable manure by air and water, both indispensable to vegetable 
in great quantities means diseased vines. In dry life. According to Mr. Darwin s mode of exp - 
ground it has a beneficial effect. Many persons on sion, they give a kindof under tillage to the land,
S all places have grapes in damp ground, or can performing the same below ground that the spade 
have none. They must take care to keep the roots does above for the garden, and the plow for aiable 
near the surface; never crop the ground about them soil. It is, in consequence ijhiefly/of the natural 
to destroy the small fibres, if it can be avoided ; operations of worms that fields which have bee 
and eveh good may often follow, .when the vines overspread with lime burnt marl or cinders be- 
Reem failing to carefully follow up the roots, lift come, in process of time, covered by a linely-di near the surface, and encourage, as much as possi- vided soif, fitted for the support of vegetatiom 
bk, those remaining there. Wood ashes, bone This result, though usually attributed by farmers 
dust and such like fertilizers are best for grape to the “working down of these materials, lsreally 
vines in low ground due to the action of the earth-worms, as may be
vmes in low groun . n hn the innumerable casts of which the initial soil

All fruit trees like a rather dry, rich sod. On a m the m ^ obvioualy produced by the
cold, clayey bottom, diseases are usually frequent. ^ .ye proceedingS of the worms, which take 
Do not plant deep; cut off tap roots, and do all you 8 their intestinal canal a large quantity of the 
can to encourage surface fibres. Surface manuring ^ ^ which th feed and burrow, and then re-
is the best way of doing this after the tree is .q the form the so called casts. “In this
planted. Do not allow anything to grow vigor- Jmanncr „ Mr Darwin, “a field manured with 
ously around your trees the first year of planting, ^ covered ,n the course of eighty years,
nor allow the soil to become bard'.rdry- . Jf* With a bed of earth averaging thirteen inches in 
trees branch low, and prune a little at trans j tbicjmeaa»_Jg;ncyclopvdia BrUtanica.
Plprvming of fruit trees, when required, should be
proceeded with at favorable opportunities. We IIOW tirapes lecti.
write “ when required,” for in our climate more a curioua interesting and suggestive experience:rr » «. » «« <*»*-». *
ruined by pruning. In Europe it is customary to journal of rural pastimes and pui suits lately started 
thin out the centre well to “let in the sun and | under the editorship of Wm. M. Tileston :

shaded from the by no means dry, there will special influence, having forgotten all about the
6„«br,e,LT'pS.X«U, y„„ ih.B.gli.h buri^n»

8 -rue rule in pruning grape vines, is to shorten To our surprise, however there was only one 
the shoots in proportion to their strength; but if root of any consequence, and this led directly 
the advice we have formerly given has been at- the aforesaid hole. hollowing it up, we came 
tended to there will be little disproportion in this where we had cut it, and there taking up the sc - 
matter as summer pinching of the strong shoots ered end and following that, we found that the pit 
has enuaUz™e strength of the vine. Those fuU of bones was one mass of roots. It was evi- 
who are following any particular system will, of dent, therefore, that when first set out one o 
™J nrÜne according to the rules comprising roots had pushed off in the direction of the bones, 
such system. Asa general rule, We can only say and on reaching them it hail found such a supply
nYPPllint (rrâücs can be had by any system of prun- 0f nutriment that it alone was competent to c y 
excellent grapes caujm na y. y J any cage is to the vine all the food it wanted. 1 he other
to8ùet strong slfoots to push where they may be de- roots therefore dwindled away, or at least made 
!Lg,f nr te mcr^c with the increased vigor of but a trifling growth, and the vine, depending 
the shoot* which pruning supposes will follow the wholly upon the single root just described, 1 
act incieased size in the fruit it bears. ished when it was cut oil.

’ We may add that the root
P . .... ;nSect has given the apple orchardist jPbrils or branches in its course from the vine o
Perhaps no mseet h^giv. afiy tac. ^ bonua> but once there ,t divided and branched

so much trou de ovgr thia l„llg triumph- m every direction, running into the interior of the
tics that w g hailed with shouts all along the hollow bones and clasping both internal and cx- 
ant enemy will be: bailed for ma ara temal aurface with a perfect network of fibrils.
pnC'iHTMWthe Wisconsin State Horticultural So Tous it showed several points. Bones are ovi- 
President of the Wisconsin „ ^ ^ state> d ,me of thc best manures for the vine, and
cety, and u ^dmg nu y |(K) varietics oi aa Wc wish them to last or years, they need not behr:Srtlt 
s,v£iBBv"' •"* ....*...........
stmngeai$le^°kcPLThem" an«l hang mnmig the Destroying Tent Caterpillars.

th5^d and AS the season is near at band when Urn eat.j ^^
attracts the moth, and they are caugn pillars or apple-tree worms will hatch out buUd (>dationa; got allfl keep thc right bred ;
in the same- caught over forty codling their tents in thc crotches of the app , t) eariicst hatched juillets for laying ;

Mr. Tuttle n8inas™glc,ught. He fruit trees, and be ready to feed on the tender «uic.ml^ a varicty of ,,,,‘j aa possi file f feed
moths in one of thés J be notilied O. leaves and shoots as they conic > , | 1 niiicb as they will cat; give green and animal
counts it a great autl,ority on fruit in this give your readers the . hcapest smqdcst, and ^n:lost asui.c ^ ^ t||y (|lllut
Downing, tbe tendu ,, and of this success; and efficient remedy for then < este . _nu and comfortable; don't allow them to he worried
country, of this mat » him to disseminate the server may now timl the >f • , .tchvs or fi iditt ncd; keep dean ami fn-.sh wat« r at hand
that Mr. Downing advised bu t ’ disse n.ustkrdseeds-.1. little rmgsor patches "M"- 1 „ltelligently applied, says

................. ... ................. .

true.—Coleman's Rural World. F
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burning straw, jiaper, kerosene oil, or any 
injurious means commonly resorted to.—'ll.
Country Gentleman.

lleply to J. E., Hamilton post-office, Ontario.— 
Grafting wax is made of wax throe parts, rosin 
three jiarts, tallow two parts. These are to bo 
melted together in an iron vessel kept for-thc pur
pose, at as low a temperature as will serve. It 
may be ajiplied with a brush to woidids. When 
used in grafting it is more convenient on cloth. 
Old cotton, calico or other fabric tnat will tear 
readily, is torn into strijis, made into rolls, soaked 
in the hot wax until thoroughly jienetrated; the 
excess of wax is then draineiCoff, and when cool is 
ready for use.

'!
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poultry lard.
>!never Guinea Fowls.

At a late meeting of thc American Institute 
Farmers’ Club a talk was had regarding thc Guinea 
fowl.

J. S. Scoville, Hadley, Saratoga Co., N. Y., sent 
word to thc club how to get rid of the jiotato bug. 
He said ; Let every farmer keep Guinea liens. 
They will destroy all of the bugs. They eat them 
as fast as hens eat corn, and furthermore, will keep 
all bugs and insects of every kind off garden vines. 
Mr. Scoville estimated that one hen to the acre will 
jirotect thc potatoes, 
these fowls that tlagy will not scratch like other 
kinds, or harm the inost delicate plant. Their eggs 

valuable, and they lay ofteuer than the coin- 
lien; and lastly, they arc valuable as a wea- 

ther indicator, for just before a itorm they set up 
a terrible screeching, which is kept up until thc 
storm is upon them.

President Ely corroborated what hail been said 
about the Guinea fowl, so far as their not harming 
the garden is concerned, and added that many 
farmers prized them because their screechings kept 
hawks away from thc poultry yard.

Dr. Heath concluded the evidence regarding 
these fowls’ harmlessness to jdants, etc., by calling 
attention to the fact that large (locks of them are 
kept in Central Park. 11c thought if it is indeed 
true that they will dispose of potato bugs, the 
statement should be promulgated throughout thc 
country. lie said that the bugs hail made their 
ajipearance in large numbers on Long Island, anil 
that many of the farmers arc apprehending un
pleasant circumstances, lie hoped farmers having 

information on this subject would send in fur-

as com-
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Between haying and harvest, if time allows me, 
I again cut out the weeds with the hoe, and scuffle 
the ground, in order to keep it loose, and if the 
ground is not thistly this will suffice; but if very 
thistly I again take the hoe about the middle of 
September, and if the thistles are well cut out this 
time the ground is in first-class condition for a crop 
of spring wheat the ensuing year, which will be 
free from thistles, wild oats or any other weeds 
with which our West Gwillimbnry farms are in
fested to so ridiculous an extent.

New soil requires the same process of cultiva
tion, with the exception of barn-yard manure, in 
place of which I supply lime or ashes, which en
rich the ground, as well as to do away with num
berless grubs which would otherwise destroy so 
many young plants, and thus hinder the evenness 
of the crop.

I also heard of another mode by which the 
plants may be preserved from the ravages of the 
fly, and which I mean to give a trial. This is 
simply to put about a tablespoonful of turpentine 
to a pound of turnip seed.

I cannot say as to the verity of the latter mode, 
but the former process is a fact of experience, and 
if followed out would do away with the report of 
so many failed crops of turnips. I would like this 
to be laid before the large number of intelligent 
readers of the Advocate through its columns.

S. W., Lloydtown.

sands, still living, of similar experience, but im
provements have succeeded each other and perhaps 
steam has been the greatest agent in revolution
izing the world.

I have seen the day when there were not even 
steel springs to ride on; now the power of steam 
drives the cars on the rails with almost lightning 
speed, and instead of two mails passing through 
from Quebec to Maldon in a year, as at a former 
time, it now passes through in a few days by the 
power of steam. Cotton, formerly manufactured 
and woven by hand, and brought here and sold at 
fifty cents per yard, is now manufactured and 
woven by steam, and sold here at ten cents per 
yard. Traveling by land or water is now accom
plished with speed by steam, and its power has 
almost superseded the hand work of the mechanic, 
and what was formerly done in weeks or months by 
hand is now performed in a day or two by steam 
power—and hence the over production at times.

I am aware that in these later times our Govern
ment has expended considerable sums of money in 

ploying agents to pass through the country to 
instruct the farmers how to raise flax, but I then 
thought that it was only a waste of money.

improvement is still the order of the day, I hope 
to see, ere many years pass by, some enterprising 
individuals or companies erecting factories for sup
plying at least the coarser linen fabrics, cordage, 
&c., now imported, thereby affording to farmers 
the necessary inducement to go again into the flax
raising business, to some extent, by the prospect 
of a home market, thus retaining our money in the 
country and affording employment to our mechan
ics; but I never expect to see the flax-raising busi
ness so generally introduced into this country in 
proportion to the population as it was formerly.

In a back number of the Advocate I noticed 
reference being made to cellars built rat and mouse 
proof.

- My cottage was built with field stone in 1857. 
The cellar was dug eight inches on each side larger 
than the house, and five inches deeper than the 
bottom inside; this trench was dug light inches in
to the cellar all around, and then flagged or laid 
with flat stone so close that a mouse could not get 
through. On this pavement the wall was built, 
having a projection of eight inches both outside 
and inside, so that mice or rats going down next 
the wall, as they not unusually would do, would 
come on the pavement or eight-inch projection, and 
not knowing how to get round it, would return out 
again. The wall and every part of the house was 
carefully built, so that no place of harbor should 
be found for these vermin. And no mouse or rat 
has ever gone through or under the wall. Mice 
have at a few different times got in the cellar by 
the door being carelessly left ajar in the evening, 
or the screen being left out of one of the windows 
when the sash was up, but as they found no place 
to harbor, they were soon caught; and we have no 
rat or meqse in the house, cellar or garret.

P. F., Burlington.

fqndence

Notice to Corrkspondknts. —1. Please write on one side 
of the paper only. 2. Give full name, Post-Office and Prov
ince, not necessarily for publication, but as guarantee of good 
faith and to enable us to answer by mail when, for any reason, 
that course seems desirable. 3. Do not expect anonymous 
communications to be noticed. 4. Mark letters “Printers’ 
Manuscript," leave open, and postage will be only lc. per 
1 ounce.

Orchard Grass.
Sir,—You would much oblige if you would tell 

me the best time and best way to sow orchard 
grass, and how much seed I should sow in a half 
acre.

t

P. R., Tyrell.
[We quote the following from the W. V. Tribune, 

which coincides with our views :—“ Having had a 
number of years’ experience with orchard grass, I 
will state some things I have learned about sowing 
it and ^growing it. In the first place, it is so good 
a grass, and lasts so long in the ground, that it 
pays to seed it well to begin with. I have seeded 
several pieces, and done it at different times of the 
year, and have found that what was sown the lat
ter part of August did much the best; so much so 
that I would not depend on any other time of seed
ing, and when the ground is once well stocked with 
it, it will seem to run out any other grass or clover 
and permanently occupy the ground for a long term 
of years. I would recommend manuring the lot 
this spring; then, if the soil is strong enough to 
bear it, plant to early potatoes, that can be dug by 
the 1st of August, and the ground fitted to sow to 
orchard grass by the middle of the month. Or, if 
it can be afforded -to sow it to peas or oats to plow 
under, it can thus be fitted for the grass early, as 
before stated. If a good seed-bed is made and the 
season favorable, two bushels will seed an acre very 
well to the-grass alone, and not in connection with 
any grain crop. Sown at this time of the year the 
weeds seldom grow to interfere with it, and it ob
tains so good a start as to stand the winter well, 
and yield a full stock of grass for mowing the fol
lowing year (or following spring, I might say), for 
it gives its best full crop for mowing about the last 
of May, after which it would be best to use as pas
ture. It should be sown from the 15th of August 
to the 1st of September, and I have sown clover 
with it at the same time, which did well for a year 
or two. I have also sown about two bushels of 
oats with it to grow up with the grass in the fall, 
and stand for a winter protection to it, and then 
its deadened leaves will act as a mulch over the 
ground in the spring, helping to give it an early 
start.”—H. Ives, Genesee Co., N. Y.]
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Sir,—Now that Canadian horses bring first 
price in the English market it may interest your 
readers to trace the successive steps by which we 
have attained that celebrity.

Early in the settlement of Upper Canada it was 
enacted that every stallion be assessed at $1,000, 
a sum then equal to two good average farms, thus 
insuring a good class of sires.

The first of these were the Foxhunters, Postboy 
and Wild Arab, the stock of the latter better 
known as the Nimrod breed. Alibey, Prospect, 
Manolepen, Trueten, and other thorough-breds. 
For general purposes, Sir Archer, imported from 
Virginia with a drove of excellent mares and 
geldings, Royal George, Brilliant, Duroe, Tam- 
worth, Anglo Saxon &c. ; and for heavy draught 
the Clydes, and some French from the Lower 
Province.

r

The arrival of the military gave an impetus to 
the raising of riding and buggy horses, and since 
then the continual drain of our best animals rather
lowered the standard, till the American war swept 
away the refuse. To prevent the occurrence of a 
similar depletion, and to insure the continuance of 
the success already attained, I would suggest that 
every entire horse, over two years 
be taxed $50, as no inferior animal would then be 
kept to deteriorate our now far-famed breed of 
horses.

old,

Centour.

Sir,—I sometimes think I should like to offer a 
little correspondence occasionally. I have had 
twenty years’ experience as an agriculturist, and 
observe closely many things in connection there
with. I have adopted a system of - drainage which 
I find very satisfactory after several years of trial, 
and which, I feel certain, would afford satisfaction 
in very many éases where better material cannot 
be readily obtained. I have some 4,000 feet of 
this style of drain in use, and some of it laid 10 
years, and to all appearance as good as when first 
laid down, except, perhaps, a few feet from the 
outlet where the lumber is exposed to the air, and 
which can easily be renewed when necessary.

My plan is as follows :—I get Hemlock lumber, 
(which should be cut out of green logs), cut into 
the following widths, viz : 3, 4 and 5 inches wide, 
and 1 inch thick. I nail the 3 inch and 4 inch to
gether at right angles, using about 6 nails in the 
12 feet length. I then invert them on to the 
5 in. piece and nail on each side sufficient to hold 
together, about 4 nails on each side. The shape is 
something like this >- and gives an internal 
area of say 4 square inches more or less. Now a 
man and boy with a hammer and nails at each end, 
and a saw at one end to saw off any uneven lengths 
of lumber can readily make from 30 to 40 of the 12 
feet pipes or tubes in an hour, then cart rails to 
your drain and lay them alongside the ditch, 
which requires to be dug straight to facilitate the 
laying, and also to have an even bottom. Now, 
all being ready, two hands can lay them in very 
rapidly, keeping the joints well butted together, 
and if any joints are too open, lay a small flat stone 
or chip over it to prevent the rail from washing 
down, then cover in the soil, and my word for it,

Turnip Culture.Varieties.
Sir,—It lias been said that “'variety is the spice 

of life ”—so though my productions may not be 
very important, they may add to the variety, 
should you deem them worthy of a place in your 
interesting paper.

In your last number, on “ Flax Culture,” you 
say : “ About twenty years ago the cultivation of 
flax may be said to have commenced in Ontario.
Before that the only flax grown in the country was 

ef small plots sown by the colonists for home

It is in reference to these “old times” I wish, 
by your permission, to make a few remarks.

In those olden times it seemed as indispensable 
to provide clothing and bedding as to raise wheat 
for bread, and consequently, when the price Of cot
ton was fifty cents per yard, and scarce even at 
that, as was the money in this then wooden coun
try, we, the pioneers, calculated as much on raising 
and manufacturing flax for summer clothing, bed
ding, bagging, &c., as we did of utilizing the wool 
from our sheep (spun by our women) for our win
ter use; and as we accommodated ourselves to our 
circumstances, we lived in simple, frugal style— 
wore healthy, happy and independent, not even 
feeling the want of the fabrics now manufactured 
in our own country, and still more imported and 
piled up in the stores of our cities, towns and vil- 

.lages all over our now improved country. W hat 
changes time has wrought ! 1 have myself raised
and cleaned hundreds of pounds of flax by hand, 
and I am aware there are others, I presume thou- ,12 inches apart.

Sir,—As the time is drawing near when farm
ers in general begin to think of stirring their land 
for roots, I thought that a few practical hints as to 
the best mode of cultivating turnips might not be 
out of the way.

For several years past I have been very success
ful in this line of farming, and my success is ow
ing to the following rule of cultivation :

In the first place, I plow my ground in the fall, 
and in the spring, if it is old land, I give it a good 
covering of well-rotted compost, which I plow 
under. I then harrow and roll it, and let it lay 
until I want to sow my turnips.

When I want to sow I plow the ground very 
deeply; then cultivate, harrow and roll it until it 
is free from lumps of all sorts. If . stony, I take 
good care to pick them all off, as they are a nuisance 
when sowing. I generally put about a pound and 
a half of seed per acre, in drills about 24 or 28 
inches apart.

I always roll after sowing the drills, if the 
ground is any way dry, so that it will retain the 
moisture and thus throw a quick, healthy growth. 
Once the plants appear, I watch to see whether the 
bugs cut any of the leaves, and if they do, I take 
my sculHer and thoroughly work the ground be
tween the drills, which is sure destruction to the 
pests.

When the plants are large enough to thin,, I 
again run through them with Hie scufller to cut Up 
any weeds or thistles that may have sprung up be
tween the drills. I then thin them to about 10 or

som
use. ;
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you will have a drain good for 25 years, if the 
lumber is sound, and the work well done.

I think the Ontario Government made a mistake 
in confining the material to tile, in the late drain
age act. Til
perishable article, and in this country where the 
frost penetrates so deep in the ground, soft 
tiles will give out, perhaps, the first spring, caus
ing the drain either to choke or burst up, and run 
over the surface. If well burnt, I have no objec
tion to raise, only the expense of purchase and 
freight to distant localities.

I find I have already drawn out to greater 
length than I intended, and, as I fear, I shall only 
be a nuisance as a correspondent, I think I had 
better subscribe myself.

Sir,—As I promised, I will now endeavor to give 
you an idea of our cows, if you think it would bo 
of any use to your readers. I will give a state
ment of one cow and two heifers—three-year-olds. 
“Filly,” the cow, and “ Beauty,” a heifer, came 
in April 25th. “ Flory ” calved July 7th; she
miks well yet. We keep them in a comfortable 
stable in winter, and fed mill-threshed straw both 
winters; salt regular; water once and twice a day, 
just as they may require. We fed them one pail
ful of cut roots with about half a gallon of mulley 
once a day, until the middle of January; gave tlio 
salt with the roots then; in summer in troughs in 
the field.

Fed the first two calves and butchered, selling 
the first and using the second in quarters; sold for 
$2, and sold both skins for 40c. each. Raised the 
last calf; being a bred one, it cost $10 by New 
Years, and is worth that now,; sold first made but
ter fresh at 20c.—100 lbs. ; 'sold second salted in 
tubs and jars at 20c.—312 J lbs. Took milk to the 
cheese factory—2,467 lbs.; received$25.50; cheese 
sold October 20th at 12j^c. per lb. Sold last made 
butter in rolls—96 lbs., at 20c. ; found it about the 
same at home and factory at these prices. Do not 
know how much we used, as we just take cream 
and milk as we require them, and use our butter 
fresh as we need it. Have made a stone jar of but
ter to use until the cows come in, which will be in 
May this year, as they pay best at that time; being 
near the grass they never fail any in milk. I have 
also got a flour barrel packed full of cheese, which 
I made since fall for next summer’s use. I strew 
bran amongst it to keep moist.

To the above account of my dairy I have to add 
$12 for pork fed on the milk. The total receipts 
in cash are as follows :—

Veal, $2; skins, 80 cents; calf, $10; ‘butter, 
$101.70; milk to factory, $25.52; pork, $12.20. 
Total, $152.22. We have kept one hog to eat the 
waste, and some of the pork was packed.

Mrs. S., River Raisin, Ont

Sir,—In reply to “W. P.,” East Zorra, in your 
No. for March, concerning porkers, I have been 
beating it for r- number of years, 
one pig 7 months and 22 days old, which weighed 
347 lbs. In 1875 I killed two pigs 8 months old, 
which weighed respectively 346 and 363 lbs. In 
18761 also killed, but cannot give weights. In 
1877 I killed two pigs 7 months and 16 days old, 
weighing respectively 324 and 336 lbs. All dressed 
weights. They were of the Chester White breed.

A. D., Picton.

In 1874 I killed

es, if not well burned, are a very
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Short Notes.

A RIVAL FOR WHEAT.

Sir,—I saw in your last number an article under 
the above heading, and will try to tell you a little 
about broom corn and broom corn seed. Broom 
com grows best on rich alluvial soil, or on the 
vegetable mould of the prairies. In Massachusetts 
it is raised on the banks of the Connecticut Rivet. 
It is a very uncertain crop in this climate, being 
very easily injured by late spring or early autumn 
frosts; sometimes, however, it does very well.

The seed, when ripe, is very nutritious and is 
good food for poultry, or for horses when mixed 
with oats. It is of an oily, heating nature, and 
will make a horse’s coat shine. I never saw it 
used for human food, but have heard that it makes 
good pancakes when ground. A good crop of 
broom com will yield a large quantity of seed, if 
allowed to ripen, but the brush would not be worth 
more than half what nice green brush would bring 
in the market. Brooms made from ripe brash wear 
well enough, but are not so saleable. There is a 
good deal of work about a crop of broom com, as 
the seed must be scraped off without injuring the 
brush, and the brush must be dried under cover.

I do not wish to discourage your readers from 
experimenting with broom corn; yet, although I 
have been engaged in the broom business for many 
years, and have had a good farm at the same time, 
I have not raised a pound of broom corn during the 
last seven years.

J. H., Newford. il
[Such correspondence is never considered a 

nuisance, it is the most valuable, plain, practical, 
useful suggestions from farmers that have put in 
practice their plans and found them beneficial, 
are most acceptable. The above plan will, we 
have no doubt, be put in practice by many of our 
readers. We shall be pleased to hear again from 
J. H.]
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iCompton's Early Field Corn.

Sir,—As I always take a great interest in any 
new varieties of seeds that are recommended, last 
spring I procured a small quantity of Compton’s 
corn from the well-known seedsman, James J. H. 
Gregory, of Marblehead, Mass. This new variety 
was originated by Mr. Compton; it is a seedling of 
the Dutton, and resembles that variety somewhat 
in appearance, its main point of superiority being 
earliness.

The corn was planted on the 21st of May and 
given ordinary cultivation. The soil was a gravelly 
loam, and had been a clover sod, plowed in the 
fall, and had no manure of any description. A 
frost early in June cut the corn and retarded its 
growth for a couple of weeks, but after all it 
ripe and lit to cut the latter part of August. In 
regard to its yielding qualities, it far surpassed our 
common corn. There was one-sixteenth of an acre 
in the land occupied by the corn; it yielded eleven 
bushels of ears, or at the rate of 176 bushels per 
acre. It was the finest sample of corn I ever saw, 
many of the ears being from 13 to 15 inches in 
length, and well filled out to the tips of the ears. 
Every one who saw the corn pronounced it the fin
est they had seen. A Yankee pedlar came along 
one day, and I showed him some of the finest ears. 
He would scarcely believe that such corn could be 

He said it was the best
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1Sir,—My only apology for my long silence is 
that I have been away from home most of the 
winter. I have, during that time, made a very 
complete tour of the State of Michigan.

It has been a winter long to be remembered 
from the mud embargo laid upon all business of 
whatever character, in the State.

The disaster has fallen most heavily, perhaps, 
on the lumber districts. There has been a perfect 
dead stand-stillr which added to the already finan
cial pressure so long hanging over the country, has 
seemed to have been “ the last straw that has 
broken the camel’s back.”

I am pleased to report, however, that wheat 
showed a finer prospect for a large crop, and 

with the remaining possibility of a vigorous attack 
from the insect, there seems to be no fears of a 
failure.

; !WASHING YOUNG FRUIT TREES.

I have over a hundred young fruit trees, and they 
noted in the neighborhood for their healthy, 

sleek appearance. I wash them every year with a 
mixture of weak lye and soft soap, or when I can
not get lye handy, I buy a pound box of concen
trated alkali at the drug store, dissolve it in two 
pailfuls of soft water, and add about a quart of 
soft soap. This will be enough for 100 young 
trees, six or eight years planted, or 200 newly 
planted trees. When washing the trees I use a 
swab of rags tied on the end of a short stick.

A very good thing for trees, too, is to sow dry 
ashes in the tops of them when the trees are wet 
after a shower; the ashes cleanse the bark, and 
when washed down to the ground, are a good fer-

.
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raised here in Canada, 
corn he had seen since he left Indiana four years
ago.

One disadvantage of this new variety of corn is 
that the stalks are rather slender in comparison to 

Before fully ripe it broke down badly 
from weight of ears. It is a well known fact that 
many of the seasons here in Canada are rather 
short for the successful raising of Indian
With this new variety there will be no inconvem- tüizer for the roota- 
cnee from this source, as in our shortest seasons it • j
will have ample time to b^me Jullydevelo^d be- h J^efforSto a tfig soft growth in rich soil, 
fore any frosts, for it is decidedly the ea1 est va- ™ e apt to become
nety of large eared field corn m cultivât on. and a0Ifietimes die outright; while trees

r“of that have been raisedm a comparatively poor soil 

Canada; its superiority in this respect alone can W1 S1*0 c
scarcely bo over estimated. Every farmer who Mulching fruit trees with coarse, strawy manure 
raises corn should procure a small quantity and is of great benefit to them.
give this new variety a trial the coming season. To keep mice from barking young trees, make a

My Snowflake potatoes were a splendid good little sugar-loaf mound of earth around the stem in 
crop, of medium size and with very few small ones, the fall. J* A. o., Bur or .
lu productiveness they surpassed the Early Rose, 
and for good qualities as a table potato there is no 
variety can equal it. I planted one-half peck of 
the Early Ohio potato, and raised seven bushels of 
very fine potatoes. They were of a good fair size 
and of first-rate quality.

the ears. never

com. 1pring has fully set in a month earlier than 
_The fruit prospect^ were never better for 

Michigan than they are to-day, as comparer with 
any season in the memory of the earliest inhabi
tant.

The Scnawcr County Farmers Club is still grow
ing in its interest and usefulness, embracing in its 
membership some of the finest agricultural talent 
in the county. S. B. M.

Adrian, Mich., March 21st, 1878.

The s 
usual.

"

The Climate of Muskoka.—From the many 
inquiries I have received about Muskoka I find the 
majority of those who write particularly ask if our 
winters are very severe, and if the snow reaches a 
great depth here, some supposing that Muskoka 
must be in the Arctic regions. I have lived five 
years in the district, and find that the winters here 

much less severe than in Lower Canada. We 
seldom have more than two or three days during 
the winter when the thermometer reaches 10° be
low zero, and the snow never reaches more than 
four feet in depth, and very seldom that. From 
two to three feet is the general depth, and during 
the jiast two winters it did not exceed 18 inches. 
This winter has been an exceptional one. The 
ground was bare till the close of the year, and 
plowing was carried on until X mas. Now we have 
hardly enough snow to make good sleighing, and 
many of the settlers are busy under-brushing, 
large influx of new Settlers to this locality is ex
pected during the next few months.

Apple Tree Blight. j.
Sir,—Can you inform me through the Advocate 

or otherwise what is the cause of my orchard apple 
trees dying and the remedy ? The disease starts 
about the base of the limb, the bark of which turns 
black, and the leaves and fruit on that limb begin 
to die, and so on until all the tree dies. The dis
ease appears to go from one tree to another, so that 
I am likely to lose all my orchard.

W. G., Thamesford. are
Sir,—In looking over your paper I find enquiries 

about disease in young turkeys, and I thought I 
would just send you word as to how I treat them 
when afflicted with disease. I dissolve a little 
asafœtida in water and mix in food—enough to not 
make it too disagreeable to be eaten, as it has an 
unpleasant odor. 1 never allow them out in dew 
or rain, and a few doses is a sure cm e. I never 
lost but one after I used it, and that was too far 
gone. For vermin, I put about the size of a grain 
of wheat of blue ointméiit under each wing, and 
some on the head.

I find young turkeys do better with the turaeys 
than hens, as they find food more suitable for t e 
young ones. Subscriber, Binbrook.

!

Daniel Lawson,
East Fremonc, Sanilac Co.*, Mich.
[It is a species of blight very similar to the fire 

blight on the pear tree, and like it, the best re
medy is the prompt use of the knife, removing the 
diseased portions as soon as the discoloration ap
pears.] A

D. S. Sinclair, of Paradise, Annapolis Co., Nova 
Scotia, wants to know the price of a good Ayrshire 

Some of our breeders might reply.
James Asfdin.

Aspdin, Muskoka, Jan’y 14, 1878.cow.
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The Hessian Fly.
Agricultural College,

Lansing, April 19, 1878.

To the. Editor of the Michigan Farmer:
About a week ago the Hessian flies commenced 

hatching out in this vicinity. Now they are pre
sent in the wheat field to the tune of countless 
millions, reminding one of swarms of mosquitoes 
in summer. Every farmer can see them by close 
observation. In the morning the females are very 
noticeable, as their bodies—abdomen—are red from 
their load of that color, looking not unlike a small 
mosquito after he has taken his fill of blood. At 
night, having deposited their burden of eggs, they 
too are black, but still can be told by their spy
glass-like tip, the ovipositor, while the claspers of 
the male resemble a blacksmith’s forceps.

They are now busy laying their minute red eggs, 
just visible, upon the closest scrutiny, without a 
glass.

The prospects look dark, and would look darker 
except for the little black parasites with their four 
wings and active habits, which are also numerous, 
but less so than “ the fly.” Knowing the general

incubation by Hot Water. I sometimes "s^ffthe*

Sir,—As I am going into the raising of poultry with a mixture of ^ ^'L^wouldnolloubt
on rather a large scale, and having seen some re- one teaspoonful to * I,all °f pâîis Green be of good 
ports of the hatching of eggs by hot water I I destroy them, provided the Pans GreenD g 
would feel obliged by yottr letting me have what ( UaUty. They may also be d^troyed ')y—*• - teas.

a fwl 1-*»™. irs-g.

There was never a time when the rearing of bore two tablespoonfuls in a pail of water, an 
poultry was attended with greater profit than now. ghowered on the vine from a syringe or the rose or 
Prices are enormous when considered in the light | a watering pot.]
of those which ruled only a few years ago, and a | Shelter Belts for Orchards,
considerable addition might, therefore, be made to glR_An arfcjcie ;n the March number of the Advo-
the income of almost every farmer by increased I > under the title of “ What Variety of Trees 
attention beimr paid to the poultry yard. That are Best Adapted for the Shelter of Orchards, an much greater attention is being paid now than even What JrtteLrt 1^^Sdi^duMs onXsZb- 

a few years back all of us who know anything of $ur pers0nal experience in this matter is
modem farming are well aware: but neither our limited, so far as practice is concerned, but we have 
farmers’ wives nor other people, who know some- learned some facts from observation which are ap-

- P-?»* - -r l.i *;d,
,tel with the tiMmcy ,»tu, I “mc

for hatching. Several methods have been got out A few year8 since we were making a visitation 
for effecting this purpose. The most recent and, of: the ^rm^Ho^. E. H. of^
as it should be, the most simple, and, as we Agriculture, and among other portions visited were
dined to think it will prove, the most effective th^mit orchards. It may be stated here that 
method is that of Messrs. Thomas Christy & Co. Governor Hyde is an extensive fruit grower, more 
Their hydro-incubator consists of a cistern of hot especially of apples, but largely of Pcars; the held 
w.te, surrounded by . thick lining of cork dust «
other non-conductmg material, and the only atten- ^ neaJeat Glc house were set evergreen trees 
tion required is to replace a portion of the hot Qr shrabs {or ornamental effect, being mixed m 
water once in the morning and once in the night, with the fruit trees, 
and to turn the egg., which arc in a draw.,
neath the cistern. The incubator resembles a Lween the trees> fiUing in all the intemiediate space, 
wooden box with a drawer at foot. This drawer tbe v,ew Qf forming a hedge to the height of
has a real and also a false bottom, cool air being about five feet, which was to be kept headed back; 
admitted between them; and in the fab. be,tom but. Uk. Û"^SgSai

few slits, covered by a loose sheet or lining of de . g were concerned. Inside the circumference 
On this lies the charge of ICO eggs, kept in q{ tflia circle were set a number of the pear trees 

atmosphère by the radiation tan the ho. ^.rohkrd. ^ Mge „„ dlowed uadi,„„bcd

, . , . rrrowth and all the time of our observation was at
the eggs arc warmed from the top, and a sufficient I 8 j . ^ UJj or nearly so to that of the trees, 
amount of moisture is self-applied from the con- Now as to effects, and in this there could be no 
ilensatioh of the cold air on the felt below. The mistake, because other trees of the same variety, 
cork or cork-dus. lining around the cistern «cep. but »*h«ot soil, 
at the bottom, acting as a non-conductor, keeps in ^ ^ Qther conations save the influence of the 
the heat. They have likewise got out an appar- evergreen trees. , .
atus for rearing the chicks, by the use of which While trees of the same variety of fruit at a Z2L„, can be much mere effectually roared 1HU. disUnce^ay inŒ"hi
even than by that bugbear to poultry keepers, the t ave unmistakable signs of being in some 
“brooding ” hen, notwithstanding that her Lady- ^ blMted, and while they would mature fruit 
Rhio will take charge of two dozen young chicks at d Was stül hard, knotty and immature in general 
rrAd .arc ter U without crer having sa. ou

It is said that “an incubator and rear- thcir’conncction with the circular wall spoken of, 
ing mother are now essential machines on every Qr . being within the enclosure, would bo laden 
f irm ” Half an hour in the morning and twenty- with fruit perfectly developed in form, of about 

minutes in the evening » suilicien. time to «- tihe averag jjjl^ TuHit'l.eM 

pend in attending to the artificial reaim&wc nave ^ the former would be green and unat-
described. Ducks, turkeys and game, as Well as tractive to the eye, the latter would be richly col-
onlinarv farm vard poultry, can bo raised with Lred and exceedingly beautiful.
ordinary tarai y l A bytlro. Here arc the two cases brought into direct com-
- -tauity under Mr. Christy s systems. ‘ 0 rison with very dissimilar results. Whether
incubator and a rearing mother can he supplied re3ults arc attributable wholly to the change
complete, with a set of thermometers and ready of condition effected by the simple shelter, hr to 

, i r p i.JSS than t'S I other causes in combination, it might be dimcult to
packed, for less . j___  decide. We noticed in the case of the protected

I trees that from the annual defalcation the trees 
TllO Grape Vine Flea Beetle. I were more thoroughly and effectively mulched than 

. . . , , .. n11,4- mv I was the case with the unprotected. Then, again,
Sir, — 1 wish to ask a question abi it y b‘l , . particular chemical elements this peculiar

vines, of which 1 have nearly a hundred Am' ^ , USt conto““ Any that would be bene-
go l noticed bugs on them, eating the uu s am I yie development of fruit, is an undeter-

causing them to bleed, and now there are no more ,|Uestion- but it is enough to know that by
than live or six that have any smmd bm c th . ^ combi*nation of conditions induced by a collection
1 have gouo over them and taken ofl U tt ^ arbor-vita> trees cert ain favorable results were
hundred in one day, y et the number „roduced Now, if this can be relied upon as a
is a small bug with blue-green caseelw mgs euth a ’•,m pay any fruit grower to
pair of transparent Mings underneat >r bot arbor.vit;c trees in his orchards, so as to form a
or some of your numerous readers> tell > , barrier sufficient to break the shelling and blasting

O. F. Atvvec.., of Rivkvillc, yt.. kiM
troubled with them l clore. \\ ill helle ore e o Could name other cases of a similar char- a bull calf that was eight months °i ac waa
any use, and will the vines bud again prowdet v aeter |mt e witl forbid further mention. Ar- days, which dressed -Lb pounds. ^1“ 1 ith a
bugs can be destroyed ? A-reply will much ollip. • J' ^ be especially adapted to this ser- fed with sour milk through the summe , “

S. F.. eriiero. viv^beva.» eaav of it. ,»ro«atie. „,d jggtgn* ^ViÏTT. tad <«

William H. Yeomaxs, Columbia, Conn.
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interest in this subject, I hope this will reach you 
in time for your next issue.

Yours truly,

the
apSr

li A. J. Cook.
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Millet and Orchard Grass.
The grasses referred to 

Orchard Grass, the former for hay and the latter 
The Golden Millet must be sown 

every spring after the danger of frost is over, 
broadcast or in drills, in the same manner as oats, 
three pecks to one bushel of seed to the acre. It 
is a very rapid-growing grass, and matures in about 
ten weeks time. Its yield is enormous—often as 
much as live tons of hay and ene hundred bushels 
of seed to the acre. It takes much labor to save 
it and a good force is necessary to follow the ma
chine when cutting as grain. It is eagerly eaten 
by all stock; even hogs live and thrive on it, and 
it is a crop of which the farmer is sure to raise a 
fair yield every time he sows, one rain insuring a 
good crop. I have seen good hay from it when the 
season was too poor to make hay from anything 
else, and I am sure that when any farmer once gets 
into the seed he will not want to get out. It will 
grow in almost any climate, having been success
fully grown in some part of nearly every latitude 
from Maine to Florida.

Orchard grass is good as a pasture or for the 
seed. Growing the seed has been a very profitable 
business in this country until the present year— 
the price ranging from $1.75 to $2.50 per bushel, 
but this season an unusuailly large crop brought the 
price, even at retail, down to about $1 per bushel, 
it is one of the earliest and most hardy grasses of 

-which I have any knowledge. Cold or heat will 
neither freeze nor burn it out, and when once set 
you have a good pasture that will always be the 
first you can turn stock into, and it will outlast all 
others in dry, blighting weather. It -will grow on 
any land that will grow anything at all, and will 
improve and lighten the land every year you leave 
it on, and it will be there until you remove it in
tentionally. I know some farmers who have had a 
stand of twenty years, and seemingly it is good as 
new.-— Hr. i/., hi Country Gentleman.
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The Ontario Veterinary College. —The an

nual examination took place on the 4th of Apru. 
The gold medal was carried off by n. 
Hrantford. and the silver medal by S. Foelcker, o 
Pennsylvania. Diplomas were also given to the 
following :—S. G. Anderson, Tottenham ; ■ •
Chase, Illinois; J. lb Deacon, London; F.n\\ . Derr, 
Ohio; G. Falls, Ottawa; T. Hagyard, Kentucky, 
C. Hand, Alliston; H. Heckenberger Pennsyl
vania: G. P. Hmman, Cobourg; J. I1AumP“rl®®’ 
Pennsylvania; AV. Jex, Brantford ; A. Moore, 
Guelph; J. Mclverracher, ILghgate; J. ' • " 
ton, Barrie; S. P. Palmer, Toronto; B. A.
Illinois; H. Sutterby, New \ork; A. îs. SmeaU, 
Torouto; E. P. Smithers, St, Louis; A. K, Stephen 

Waddel, Seneca; L. E. Wheat,
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[This beetle is known as the Grape X me Hea 
Beetle ( Haïtien chalybea). It is very destructive calves.
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know,” for Rose was a first-class flirt, and her capabilities in 
that line had done more than all else to turn the heads of the 
two last preceptors and abate their usefulness in school. No 
wonder her father had introduced that remarkable resolution 
anions the board of trustees.

Rose turned in at the ga*c of her father’s splendid residende, 
but paused for a few words.

“Just as if,” she said, “a married man could not flirt ! For 
m part, I think they’re just the best men of all to flirt with.”

Rose Peters,” said Effie, reprovingly, “ it is well for your 
credit that only your friends hear that speech."

“ I mean it,” persisted Rose. “They arc so safe, you know, 
not being on the lookout for a wife, and one can go to any 
length, without the least fear that they will spoil it all byr 
popping the question."

“I supposed," remarked Kate, “that very question was 
just what you aimed at in your flirtations.”

“ It’s no such thing ; I always avoid it as long as possible, 
for it spoils all the fun. When I can avoid it no longer, and 
they will speak, I am as lamentable as possible with the poor 
fellows, and tell them I hope we shall be friends all the same, 
but we never are ; somehow there always is a coolness after 
that.”

“Rose,” said Effie, seriously, “I must cither change my 
definition of a flirt, or give up that you arc not one.’’

“What is your definition?"
“ 1 have always called a young lady a flirt who led on jroung 

men to declare themselves for the sake of refusing them.”
“ Then I*m not one according to your own definition.”
“ I must confess,” said Kate, outspoken, as usual, “ I don’t 

sec what better you arc, save from selfish motives. The effect 
on them is the same.”

“I can't help it if young men will be so foolish as to fall in 
love with me,” persisted Rose. “ All I want is a good time, 
and no vexatious questions about marriage. That’s why 1 
like married men the best, you see.”

“ Allow me to prophesy, Miss Rose," said Kate, “ that 
you’ve found one married man who will not flirt with you, and 
that’s Mr. Willett." And with this parting shot she and Effie 
walked on.

Monror, Oct. 10th,
“ Dear Bon It is in the midst of the term, and—as said 

the lamented Daniel Webster—11 still live.’ Really and truly 
I am enjoying my school much, except for that one thing, 
which makes me feel guilty all the while. You and I alone 
know what that is. But I can see the wisdom of the trustees 
in their stipulation ; for I never yet found a lot of school girls 
so harum scarum as they arc here. This Miss Peters is an 
only child, a beauty, ami an heiress, and very much spoiled ; 
her whole mind, heart and soul seem to be absorbed in con
jugating the verb to flirt, in all its morfds and tenses. \ She 
even tried her arts upon me, but, laying aside my ‘married 
pretense,’ I never fancied that style of a young lady. Failing 
in that, she took to pouting and creating rebellion in school. 
I took a straight course, and sent her home to ponder on the 
error of her ways ; she came back the next, day, asked my 
forgiveness very sweetly, and has been good as a kitten ever 
since, though I look for the claws daily. There are other 
high spirits in school, but she is the belle and acknowledged 
leader. Then there arc some quiet, orderly ones, just my 
idea of girls as they should be—but I must not forget that I 
am a married man

“ Bob, you remember I hold you responsible for all white lies 
this year. I am careful as possible, but fear Mrs. Opie might 
sometimes be shocked. Yours,

“ Ralph Willktt."
Thus Ralph went on, winning golden opinions from every

body, winning the love and respect of his scholars, and niore 
than all, in the eyes of some, bringing back to Monroe Aca-* 
demy its former good reputation. The school bade fair to in
crease in size, thus adding to the material prosperity of the . 
place, and we arc all ready to love anybody who helps to fill 
our pockets—-

At the close of the fall term he went home to si>end a fort
night vacation. Bob Ayres and lie had some quiet laughs 
over their secret. Bob prophesied great things as its result.

“ I tell you, Ralph,” lie said. “ I beTievc iVs sometimes right 
to do evil that good may come."

“Don’t let’s er.-w till we get out of the woods," replied 
Ralph. “ I’ve gained a good situation by the deception, but 
it remains to be seen how long I will keep it.”

The winter school proved to l>e quire different from the fall 
term. Many new faces were among the pupils, and some of 
the old ones missing— uinoiig the latter, Ellle Broomfield.

“She has taken a school away it^ the south part of the 
town,” said Rose Peters to Mr. Willett, as she came to his desk 
after school was dismissed to consult him about her Latin.
“ Isn’t it funny to think of Eflic teachingÏ"

“ I have no doubt she will do well,” was the answer. “Other 
things being equal, 1 have always noticed that the best 
behaved scholars make the best teachers."

“ Oh, you don’t think I’d make a very good teacher, then, 
do you ? I was very naughty last term, you know, but I’m 
going to be good enough this term to make it all up.” And 
Rose lis|>ed off her little speech in such an innocent, childish 
manner, looking so charmingly pretty all the while, that a 
more impressible man than Ralph Willett might have been 
captivated, but lie was not at all. “Of course Eflic will do 
well," she continued. ‘ I want to go out ami see her school 
some Saturday, but fathci is always too busy to carry me.” > 

Where was Ralph Willett’s gallantry that he did not offer 
his services as escort on this plain hint ? But he didn’t; he 
only resolved that he won 
sible opportunity. There was nothing out of character even 
for a married man to take an intcre.it in his former pupil, and 
watch her success as a teacher.

He went, accordingly, the very next Saturday. How charm
ingly dignified the school ma’am wm, ami how lier sunny 
presence lit up the dingy old school house. The school was a 
notoriously hard one, hut she was beginning finely, as Ralph 
assured her, and added that he should come again by and by, 
to note her progress.

Somehow or other hv.did not enjoy the wintvi term as well 
His mother noticed the c hange in his letters,

d go bv himself at the earliest pos

as in the fall, 
and spoke of it in hers.

“ I do not think you arc enjoying \our sellu <1 as well as you 
did in the fall. Your letters arc not so cheery as then.”

“ Why don’t I enjoy myself so well?” Ralph asked him
self. “ All is harmonious in the school."

Then he laid the blame upon the cold weather, and he had 
bad roads which hindered his long walks, but somehow his 
cogitations would come round at Effie Broomfield, and he 
would fall to wondering how she was getting on ; if she had to 
burn wood in that rusty three-legged stove, and if she 
contented boarding round. And in school hours, when some 
blundering pupil was mixing moods and tenses in a hopeless 
tangle, or standing at the blackboard, helpless in the mazes 
of geometrical problems, it was certainly curious how his 
thoughts always reverted to Effie, the musical way In which 
Latin verbs in all their forms came readily from her lips, 
the clear-headed, neat-minded way in which she would el 
date a problem. Effie Broomfield ! It was not the most har
monious name in the world, but he found himself often re
peating it mentally, over and over, as if it were a strain of 
music.

Near the close of the term he went again to visit her school. 
Well might he feel pride in his pupil as he noticed the 
results of her winter’s work. Rude, gawky boys were trans-

hoydenlsh girls

and
uci-

formed into young gentlemen, and romping, 
into young ladies. Their progress in learning had been rapid 
and thorough, and Ralph was not at all sparing of his 

The little school ma’am took them as demurelyencomiums.
as though they were a matter of course, seeming to feel in no 
wise flattered, and Ralph, somehow, felt himself J*êr inferior.

“ She’s just the one for a teacher," he said to himself, i 
pursued his solitary way homeward. “What a splendid 
she would make for some man who intended to make that his 
life work."

He did not go homo at the winter vacation, it being only a 
week. k

“It is almost too bad,” Mrs. Watkins said to him consolingly. 
“ I dare say it looks a long time ahead before you will séc your 
wife.”

“ It docs, really,” replied Ralph, with a blush that sent Mrs 
Watkins into silent admiration over his modesty.

Mrs. Elliott informed the curious that Mr. Willett sent a 
letter to his wife every day through vacation, and was obliging 
enough to show to several the white monogram envelopes 
whereon “Mrs. Ralph Willett," in writing almost as handsome 
as engraving, stood to tlicir minds ns evidence of high martial 
affection. The spring opened with a great increase of scho
lars, and Ralph needed an assistant. Effie Broomfield was 
among the pupils, but lie was so impressed with her superior
ity as a teacher, that he offered her the post of assistant ; sho 
finally consented with reluctance to teach half the day, giving 
the other half to her studies. Kate Martin was engaged the 
other half of the day, and the school went bravely on.

It was a lovely spring.
temper ! no angry winds or dismal rains ; the brooks burst 
into music as soon as they broke their icy bonds, and the 
birds sang Avoetly as ever before—at least this was the way it 
seemed to Ralph Willett. Every night at the close of the 
school, he was wont to have a little conference at the desk 
with Miss Broomfield ; somehow there was always something 
to inquire about or to suggest, and then they often walked 
down the street together as far as Mrs. Watkins’ gate.

as ho 
wife

The snow went off in such good

“I do think, Effie," said Rose Peters, enviously, one 
day, “that you arc getting to bo a real fljft* Mr. Willet is al
together too attentive for n married man."

Effic's eyes flashed indignantly.
“You have rib-occasion to make spell a remark, 

let says nothing to me but what is proper and businoss-liko, 
and anybody might hear." ^

“Oh, now, don’t fly into a passion aboutit," laughed Rose, 
twirling the multitude of rings on her fingers, “f only meant 
to joke you a little; though, to tell the truth, if ho wasn’t a 
married man I should think he was dead in love with you; his 
eyes follow you everywhere, and when you speak he seems to 
devour every word you sav."

“Hush !" said Effie, authoritatively, though not a soul xvai 
' I will not listen to such nonsense.”

Mr. Wil-

in hearing.
“Oh, you innocent little dailing !” laughed Bose. “I only 

wish 1 had your chance in Mr. Willett's eyes, and make that 
wife of his jealous."

“It’s a pity that the devoted attention of all the unmarried 
men in town will not suffice you, but, you must sigh after tha 
married.”

“Children arc always crying for the moon, you know. Per
haps if Mr Willett wasn't»married man lie would be no bet-...........
ter than the rist; but, as it is, there is not a young man in 
town worth mentioning the same day."

All pleasant things in this world must come to an end 
sooner or UiUr, and this pleasant spring tcftfPwos no ex
ception to the rule. It closed in May w ith a grand exhibition.
The night proved, as exhibition nights are prone to, dark and 
rainy Dame naturo, after being in good, smiling behaviour 
all the time, might be pardoned for making Ibis closing night 
a time for her most copious tears.

Effie Broomfield wended her way to the exhibition under 
her father's escort, with the triple aid of bis arm, lantern and 
umbrella.

“You make a splendid beau, father ; you don’t seem at all 
afraid of wetting your own boots and leaving the best walk-

, “Thanks for the compliment, but I dare say you w ill bo 
leaving me in the lurch and allowing one of those same glossy 
booted young men to walk home with you. 
the ungrateful world, you know.”

“But not my way." said Eflic stoutly ; “I’m engaged to you 
for to-night, so don't forgeWto wait for me ; your lantern, um
brella and good care arc altogether irresistible."

The hall was crowded to overflow in spite of the rain, and 
Eflic, from her scat away in front, did not notice that her 
father was called oirt before the exhibition was half over. At 
its close she donned her wraps, and while she spoke the good 
byes to one anjj another of her schoolmates, waited and 
watched for her father.

It’sthe way of

He did not conic, though the hall was fast emptying. Two 
or three offers of company home she declined, still thinking 
lie must he there, when up came Fred Peters, a chum of her 
brother Jack s.

“oh. Miss Effie ! I’ve been hunting the hall over for you; 
your father was'called out to serve on a jury, but he left bis 
lantern and umbrella with Jack, and told him to see to you. 
But .lack, he*«l been and offered his çotn|>anv home with 
Minnie Warner before that, so he asked me to tell you to wait 
tiil he came back."

Effie groaned in spirit, for Minnie Warner’s home was away 
at the other end of the long street. Was there ever an> thing 
so inconsiderate as a younger brother of sixteen ?_8he went up

■

Utnft

JamiUf (Kittle.
“Home, Sweet Home.”

A Married Man.
“ What shall I do?” said Ralph Willett, as he walked into 

the office of his friend, Robert Ayres, looking the picture of 
despair.

“ Why, what’s the trouble now?’ and good natured Bob, a 
young lawyer who had just hung out his shingle, shut up the 
musty volume of lore over which he had been poring, and 
gave his attention to Ralph’s grievance.

“ It’s just this,” said Ralph, opening his clenched hand and 
disclosing a letter crushed into a thousand despairing wrinkles. 
“ Here’s my answer from the trustees of Monroe Academy ; 
they’re satisfied w ith my recommendations, and my references 
api>ear unexceptionable, but on one point they arc strenuous 
—they will employ none but a married man.”

“ Pshaw ! " blurted out Bob.
“ Here they say, ‘Only one question remains to be affirma

tively answered by you before we close in with your terms. Are 
you a married man ? You may think this question a strange 
one, but we have had so much trouble in the past with pre
ceptors who, after a few weeks, devoted themselves mainly to 
flirting, that we have passed a resolution as unalterable as the 
laws of the Medea and Persians, that we will employ none but 
married men. If you can suit us in this respect, our contract 
may be considered closed. Let us hear from you at once in 
regard to that particular, and we hope you are prepared to 
meet our requirements, as we confess ourselves strongly, pre
disposed in your favor. Yours truly, m

‘William Pktkrs,
‘ Secretary of the Board of Trustees.’ ”

“ Let ’em go,” said Bob, as Ralph finished reading, and 
glanced up at him. “There are other academics in the world, 
and all are not blessed with such an old maid board of trus
tees."

“ But it’s getting late in the season, and will soon be impos
sible to engage a place for the coming year. The opening 
seems to be a fine one, and it’s a hard case if one must be 
married in order to be a teacher."

“ I don’t suppose," mused Bob, “ that it would be of any 
use for me to write them a voucher for your unexceptionable 
morals and anti-flirting principles ?”

Ralph shook his head with a smile. There was a moment’s 
silence.

“ I’ll tell you what,’ burst forth Bob, “ here’s my advice to 
you as a friend and a lawyer, and no fee wanted either : make 
them think you arc a married man ; you can convey impres
sions without saying it in so many words, if that will ease 
your conscience, Ralphu”

“ Bob Acres, you’re crazy.”
“ No—just look here," and Bob ran over a hasty plan of 

arrangements.
“ Upon iny'word, it’s easily done,” said Ralph, as the idea 

struck him.
He was in a mood to clutch at anything just then, for teach

ing was his uhoSv.il vocation, and he felt in honor bound to 
support his widowed mother in easy comfort. Before half an 
hour lie had so for fallen in with Bob’s absurd proposition as 
to write, with 4js assistance, a letter to the board of trustees. 
Here is the clause which most interests us •—

“ Fortunately for me your one important requirement is 
not an imposaible«ne in my ease. I shall not, however, bring 
Mrs. Willett to Monroe with me at present, as she does not 
like boarding, and it is hardly )vortb while to set up house
keeping there, when I am only engaged for a year, and we 
have a good home here. It seems best on the whole that she 
should remain here among her friends for fhe present, so you 
will please engage board for me alone in some quiet place near 
the academy. "

“There,” said Bob, triumphantly, “even Mrs. Opie might be 
satisfied with that, for there is a M»s. Ralph Willett of whom 
all you say is true ; but she is your mother and not your wife.”

“ It’s a dangerous game. I fear," said Ralph, closing and 
scaling ihe letter, “ but 1 believe my intentions arc good. If 
they find me out I shall probably suffer."

“ They will Hot be apt to find out the facts at this distance, 
but if they do they won’t hang you, my boy. I should put in 
a plea of self defence if I had to defend the case."

“I shall saddle all the blame that occurs on you, for I 
should never have thought of such a thing myself.”

“ My shoulders are broad," laughed Boh, “and lawyers 
generally supposed to be incorrigible sinners, you know, 
never fear, the crime is nut a great one. Going into a Strange 
place and palming one’s sell off as a single man when one is 
married, has ft suspicious look, but passing for a married man 
when one is single is quite another tiling."

A month later Ralph Willett opened the fall term of Monroe 
Academy. At the close of the first day a trio of school girls 
walked down the shaded sidewalk. Rose Peters, a handsome, 
dressy belle ; Kate Martin, the wise and witty, and Erne 
Bloomfield, a sweet, gentle girl, and universal favorite, spite 
of her humble home and attire.

But

“ Isn’t he perfectly splendid ! ’’ exclaimed Rose, the pronoun 
preceptor, our whilom acquaintance,referring to the new 

Ralph Willett.
“ What an intelligent, expressive eye lie has, remarked

“ Yes," assented Effie, “ and such a finely-shaped head, 
needn’t he a phrenologist either to notice that.”

Une

“ that he is really the“ I do think," said Rose, candidly, „
most attractive preceptor that we ever had in our acaueim.

“ Take care, Rose,” laughed Kate, “no flirting now, you
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II
Wtroit IWsI: CREAM BEER.

Into three pints of water put two ounces of tar
taric acid, two pounds of white sugar, the juice of 
one lemon, and boil all together five minutes ; 
when cool, add the whites of three eggs well 
beaten, half a cup of flour, half an ounce of 
essence of wintergreen ; bottle, and keep in a cool 
place. For a tumblerful of water use two table
spoonfuls of this syrup, and add one-quarter of a 
teaspoon ful of soda.

to the window and interviewed the weather, thinking perhaps 
she could make the trip alone without a protector. But it 
was raining in torrents and fearfully dark ; there was no 
other alternative but to wait lor Jack to play the gallant and 
done with it. , .

The crowd had all gone and the lamps were being put out ; 
only one remained, when Mr. Willett suddenly came up stairs 
and re-entered the hall.

“You here still. Miss Broomfield T’ he exclaimed. “I sup
posed everybody was gone. I came back for a hook I forgot;’ 
and he picked it up from a table that was near.

A few words sufficed to explain Effle’s awkward dilemma.
"Never mind,” he said, “if you will accept my company 

home. I shall be happy to relieve you from the unpleasant 
situation.” .....

She accepted the offer in the same spirit in which it was 
made, and soon found herself on the way home, with a 
lantern as bright, an umbrella as large, and an arm as reliable 
as her father’s.

As for Ralph Willett, it was the first time since his coming 
to Monroe that he waited upon a young lady, but the occupa
tion was far from uncongenial. Indeed, the very lively 
tattoo which his heart was Mating, as for the first time Etfle 
Broomfield’s hand rested on his coat sleeve, convinced him 
fully of what he might have known long before had lie ac
knowledged it to himself—that he was hopelessly in love with 
her. And all the while she, innocent little thing, w as chatting 
as freely and unsuspiciously as if he were her grandfather.

“I do not expect to need an assistant,” said Ralph, referring 
to the next term, “but I hope you will attend school.”

“I should like to.” said Effie, “but I must be taking care of 
myself now, and cannot do just what I prefer,”

“You will try teaching again?”
“Yes, sir ; but not here. I have not mentioned the matter 

to anyone as yet, lest something should happen to defeat my 
plans, but now the time is so near I may tell you that I ex- 
jiect to go to Virginia to teach. A friend there has kindly 
procured me a situation, and I must start next week.”

My Dear Nieces,—The happy month of
May has again come when we can amuse ourselves 
in the soft, balmy air, working in our flower- 
garden. Our sluggish pulses are aroused by the 
warm sunshine, and life-giving air. All our senses 

animated by what we see and hear, and every
one of us feels a strong desire to take a part in gen
eral activity. I pity those who are shut up in 
stores and factories, or any place where they are 
debarred from the glorious privileges of walking 
out upon the green earth and seeing the daily un
folding of leaf, bud and flower. It is not only the 
most healthful exercise to work in the garden, but 
refining to our tastes.

I am happy to know that so many of my nieces 
take such delight imtheir gardens, and that some 
of them were so successful in winning prizes at the 
last autumn shows. Try again dear nieces. And

I will

are
TO CLEANSE FEATHERS,

M. M. S. writes : “There is no difficulty in 
cleansing feathers, granted the needed care and 
patience. Place feathers in a large tub, pour over 
them a hot suds of soap and borax, let them stand 
an hour or so, rinse thoroughly in clear water, and 
then spread on a sheet to drain in a cool, airy 
place. As fast as possible, place them in the kit
chen oven, using dripping-pans with paper in them. 
Turn and watch that they do not burn. When 
dry, pick them over, and if not too much worn 
they will be as light as new feathers, and free from 
bad odors. When feathers are put in a new tick, 
or in the old one cleansed, if a comforter or quilt 
be kept between it and the under sheet, the beds 
will keep both sweet and clean. Mattresses, as 
well, should have such a cover, as the exhalations 
from the body soon soil the ticks. If the comfort
ers are warm, run together the parts of old sheets 
that are good and case them. They are easily 
ripped apart in spring and fall for needed cleans
ing. Feather beds are doubtless condemned by 
many hygienists, but people who are thin in flesh 
will continue to use them. Let such people see 
that their beds are : n the open air at least twice a 
week, and, with plenty of fresh air every day in 
their sleeping rooms, they surely cannot suffer from 
their use.”

:
r-

r-i

I trust that you may retain the honor, 
name a few varieties if popular annuals which 
will give satisfaction the’ entire summer, if proper 
attention is given to their culture.

Aster, embracing the entire list of many varieties ; 
Balsam, the improved double kinds; Petunia, the 
choice kinds; Nasturtium, the new Tom Thumb 
varieties; Fortulacca, both double and single, 
make pretty bedding plants; Phlox Drummondii; 
this plant is pre eminently the one for all, suc
ceeding admirably in all places, and under the 
most adverse treatment.

II
hi To Virginia ! Next week ! Ralph forgot all hia caution— 

forgot everything in the dread of loosing her - and clasping 
her hands burst eagerly forth,—

“Don’t go ! Etfle, dearest Effie, I love you as my life. Do 
not leave me !’,

Was that the quiet Effie Broomfield ? that indignant, scorn
ful maiden, who tore herself away from him, from under the 
shelter of his umbrella, and with flashing eyes exclaimed,— 

“Leave me this instant, Mr. Willett, and never let me see 
your face again ! Oh, what have I ever done that you should 
so insult me ?” and she gave way to a torrent of tears.

“Miss Broomfield,” said Ralph in his dilemma, “will you 
think me more or less of a villain if I tell you I htv e never 
been married ?”

“You have s^ken of your wife,’- said Effie.
“Of Mrs. Willett, I acknowledge—but she is my mother and 

not my wife. I have never been married and shall never be 
unless you consent to be my wife. I beg pardon for alarming 
you so, but I spoke on the impulse of the moment.”

What was Effie to do ? It still rained hard, so she took his 
arm again, listening to his hurried explanation. When they 
reached her door Ralph whispered on leaving,—

“May I come and sec you in* the morning, and your 
father?”

With her half whisper “Yes,” he pressed her hand warmly 
and bidding her good-night departed.

Morning brought Mr, Willett to electrify her parents with 
his explanations. He made hia case so clear that there was 
no doubt of his honesty, but at his request they forbore to say 
anything abroad until, two days later, in response to a tele
gram, down to Monroe came his mother, Bob Ayres, and the 
old grav-haired minister, who had known him from a baby 
upward.

They brought proof enough of Ralph's assertions, Bob Ayres 
generously taking all the blame of Ralph's deception, and giv
ing an account in his graphic way of how it came about; so 
Effie no longer hesitated to give her hand where, it was use
less to deny, her heart had already preceded it.

Of course Monroe was all ablaze, but everybody so idolized 
Mr. Willett that all seemed perfectly willing to extenuate the 
case. Ralph went to the trustees, acknowledged his fault 
and tendered his resignation, which they utterly refused to 
accept.

So Effie did not go to Virginia, but her travelling suit was 
all ready for her bridal trip the following week; and when 
Ralph came back to Monroe to commence his summer term, 
it was indeed, and in truth, as a married man.

Obscure Men Happiest in Wedlock.
No woman will love a man the better for being 

renowned or prominent. Though he be the first 
among men, she will be prouder, not fonder; as is 
often the case, she will not even be proud. But 
give her love, appreciation, kindness, and there is 
no sacrifice she would not make for his content and 
comfort. The man who loves her well is her hero 
and her king. No less a hero to her, though he is 
not to any other; no less a king, though his only 
kingdom is her heart and home. It is a man’s own 
fault if he is unhappy with his wife, in nine 
out of ten. It is a very exceptional wonjan who 
will not be all she can he to an attentive husband, 
and a very exceptional one who will not be very 
disagreeable if she finds herself willfully neglected. 
It would be easy to hate a man who, having bound 
a w’oman to him, made no effort to make her 
happy; hard not tô" love one who is constant and 
tender, and when a woman loves she always strives 
to please. The great men of this world have al
ways been wretched in their domestic relations, 
while mean and common men have been exceed
ingly happy. The reason is very plain. Ab
sorbed in themselves, those who desire the world’s 
applause were careless to the little world at home, 
while those who had none of this egotism strove to 
keep the hearts that were their own and were 
happy in their tenderness,—Alaba)na Baptist.

Li
h
Is ")

:

POLISHING TIN.

I notice that a recipe is wanted for polishing tin, 
and send mine : Pulverize charcoal very fine; dip a 
coarse cloth in soft soap just a little, therv. in the 
charcoal, and rub the tin briskly. Wash in hot 
water, and dry witli a clean towel, afterwards set
ting them in the sun if it is shining. Tin polished 
in this way looks like new, and the tin does not 
wear off. E. B K.

Dianthus, such as
Heddewigii, Laceniatus, Impcrialis, Eschscholtyia, 
&j.— for brilliancy, this plant is unsurpassed. 
Verbena, Ten Weeks Stock, Zinnia and Larkspur. 
The above plants should be grown by all who 
cultivate flowers. No extra treatment is needed

Li

in their cultivation, and the most inexperienced 
hand can grow them with ease. I must not forget 
to mention that fragrant little annual Mignonette, 
which, of course, needs no commendation from 

How I wish I could peep at you all

CLEANING WALL l'Al’ER.

To clean wall paper, take about two quarts of 
wheat bran, tie it in a bundle of coarse flannel and 
rub it on the paper: It will clean paper nicely; 
some people use bread, but dry bran is better.

anyone.
while engaged in your treasured gardens and I might 
he able to’give a few useful suggestions.\

iil Minnie May. Kitclieii Utensils.
A correspondent makes the following suggestions 

as to what utensils should he kept in well-regulat
ed kitchens :

“ An oval or lozenge shaped kettle is the best 
for cooking fish,'as it takes less water to cover it, 
and the greater the amount of water the longer it 
is in coming to thé boiling point. All fish kettles

g RECIPES.Si:f: ;TO REMOVE INDELIBLE INK STAINS.

Indelible ink stains may he removed by first 
soaking the stain in strong salt water and then 
washing it in ammonia. The salt changes the ni
trate of silver into the chloride, and the ammonia 
dissolves the chloride.

1

[*- -I
lii ’!! should have a perforated false bottom, upon 

which
which to take it out. I may say here that in 
cooking fish it should always he in boiling salted 
water, because boiling salted water is hotter than 
boiling fresh water, and therefore it makes the 
fish firmer by coagulating the albumen it contains. 
If the fish is not kept at boiling heat all the time, 
but allowed to simmer, it makes it soft and more 
apt to fall to pieces.

“ Meat we wish to have as tender as possible, 
and for soups we want to extract all the nutriment. 
It is, therefore, better not to add the salt until it 
is nearly cooked sufficiently, and fresh water only 
moderately hot should he turned upon the meat 
when placed on the fire. But, on the cotrtrary, if 
you desire to keep the nutriment within the food, 
as in cooking vegetables, boiling fowl, mutton, &c. 
boiling water, moderately salted, should he used ; 
and it should he kept just on the boil for meat, 
atjd not on the gallop. If salted meats, such 
ham, tongues, and corned beef are placed in boiling 
water, and kept boiling fast, they will become 
hard, and remain nearly as salt as before being 
cooked. But if put into water slighly warm and 
allowed to simmer until done, all supei Muous salt 
will he extracted, and the meat will he tender and 
juicy. In boiling it is also necessary to skim off 
all scum that rises to the top, for if not taken oil 
it sticks to the meat and renders it unwholesome. 
Therefore skimmers, colanders, strainers and 
ladles, arc necessary articles to have in a kitchen. 
A deep saucepan, with a steamer fitted to/the top, 
is also a necessary article.

the fish is laid, and upon<*>
CURRY OF COLD MEAT.

Cut thin slices of cold roast beef into rather 
small pieces ; slice thinly, and fry an onion in 
about two tablespoonfuls of butter until nicely 
browned; then pour in as much good broth as te- 
quired for the gravy; add a little salt and a table- 
spoonful of curry powder; let boil up and add the 
beef; stir constantly for ten minutes; make a bor
der or wall of boiled rice around a dish and pour the 
meat and gravy in the centre.

SUN-BURN.

Cream is vet y good to allay the burning sensa- 
cases tion suffered in sun-burn, and to heal the skin.

SUNSTROKE.

Sunstroke may be prevented by wearing wet 
leaves, wet paper or moist cloths around the head 
during exposure to the sun. Frequently bathing 
the head is equally good as a preventative.

PREPARED GLUE.

In half a pint of water in a wide-mouthed bottle 
put eight ounces of best glue, place the bottle in 
water and heat until the glue is dissolved. Then 
stir in slowly two and a half ounces of strong ni
tric acid. Cork tightly. (Hue thus prepared is 
always ready for use, and may he applied in meud- 

I ing furniture, broken vessels and otlier^articles not 
, exposed to water.
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Grandpa’s Story.
A story Y a story ? Ah, yes, my dear children— 

Come, gather you closely "bout grandpa’s knee; 
I’ll tell you a story—a sweet little story—

A story that happened to grandmaand me.

“ It takes longer to steam than to boil, but it 
is the nicest way of cooking many articles, such 
dumplings, puddings, custards, and even some 
vegetables, especially squash and potatoes. In 
steaming food, the water must be kept boiling 
hard all the time.

“ A wire stand to place in the dripping-pan, so 
as to raise the meat above the bottom of it, is a 
great advantage in cooking meat.

“ No kitchen should be without scales and 
weights, to test the correctness of butcher’s scales, 
also to measure the quantités of various receipts.

“ A knife-board and bath-brick must certainly 
be found in every kitchen closet.

“For pastry, a marble slab is very useful, as 
good pastry depends very much upon the cool 
temperature.”

Moisten the Air.
as It is important to remember at all times, when 

artificial warmth is needed, that heating the air 
has the peculiar and remarkable effect of causing 
it to take up and secrete a large amount of water. 
Air that at the freezing point is damp, when heated 
to 70°, or a comfortable condition, so hides away all 
the moisture that it is unpleasantly dry; it then 
absorbs the moisture from our bodies and from our 
lungs, and produces a feeling of uneasiness. It 
sucks out the moisture of the furniture, causing it 
to warp or crack, if not fall to pieces, 
comes in contact with the cold glass, and is re
duced in temperature, it gives up the hidden vapor, 
and thus cold windows and walls tend to still fur
ther dry out the air. To make the atmosphere 
healthful, as well as agreeable, always keep upon 
the stoves or over the heating furnaces a full sup
ply of water in wide, open-top or loosely covered 
vessels, to constantly evaporate moisture to satur
ate the air. This is equally important for all liv
ing organisms in a room, for plants as well as ani
mals, and in churches and school-rooms as well as 
in private dwellings.

I’m old now—I know it—my hair is all snowy, 
And I’ve touched the full cycle of threescore and 

ten;
The story I’ll tell you—it happened, my darlings, 

When I had a grandpa, and I was “Wee Ben.”

And grandma, dear grandma, who sits there a- 
knitting,

Was fair-haired and dimpled, a right pretty lass. 
We were playmates, my children, your grandma 

and I were,
We were lovers as children—ah ! how the years 

pass !

When it

sr—Doing up Men’s Wear.
A lady who found great trouble in washing and 

doing up men’s and boys’ wearing apparel, owing 
to their wrinkled appearance after ironing, says :

I learned by experience never to wash any kind 
of woolen goods, especially if they are colored, in 
a water where white clothes had been previously 
washed, on account of the lint, but to put up a 
suds made of clear het water and soap, and then 
rinse in clear warm water, folding the garments 
carefully before putting them through the wringer; 
they would then dry out clear and look well; but 
the doing up was where the difficulty came in.

After a while, however, I was fortunate enough 
to receive instruction from an experienced laun
dress, which caused my troubles to vanish like 
dew before the sunshine. The lesson was so simple 
I was surprised at myself to think that I had not 
thought of it before.

It was merely this : After the garments that 
to be ironed are thoroughly dried, spread them 
smoothly over the ironing board; then wring a 
cloth out of clear water, spread the cloth over the 
goods and iron with a hot flat iron until the cloth 
is dry; dip and wring the cloth again, spread it 
above the part already pressed, and proceed as be
fore until the face of the goods has all been passed 
over.

When pants are to be done up the seams should 
all be pressed over a press-board, the same as when 
newly finished; then fold the same as tailors do, 
and go over them with a wet cloth and hot iron ; 
after being treated to such a course, woolen wear 
goods will come out looking nearly as good as new, 
and no one need be ashamed to wear them “either 
to mill or to meeting.”

It is a little difficult to do up coats and vests, 
because of the different material of which they arc 
composed not all shrinking alike ; yet they can be 
managed so that they will look nice if care is ex
ercised in the management, that is, stretching the 
parts that have shrunk and pressing in place 
they are being done up. If the linings are too 
loose, rip them up and lap over, or rip off.

“ The story ?” Holloa, there is mist on my glasses, 
It always will come when I think of that day;

It will go in a minute—hand grandpa his ’kerchief,- 
The story I’ll tell when I’ve wiped it away.

You see, we were playing—your grandma and I 
were—

Were playing that 
Wood;”

And we said we were lost in the depths of the 
forest,

And pretended to cry—as lost babies should.

Quiet Girls.
The quiet girl is generally worth studying, and 

will frequently astonish those who protend to 
understand her, by rising to heights, when she is 
summoned thither, which are unapproachable to 
her complacent and courted critics. Yet it may 
happen that quiet girls of the best type may lack 
the wit, the adaptability to that with which they 
have no sympathy, the glibness, and that 
limited faith in themselves which must be pos
sessed by those who desire to attract the notice of 
the more shallow portion of society who believe in 
noisy girls. All quiet girls are not endowed with 
genius and the virtues, for some are simply fools 
who would be noisy enough if they could find any
thing to say. But we protest against the habit 
which prevails of slighting quiet girls and speak
ing ill of them before they have been fairly tried, 
and of paying sickening homage to the conceited 
chatterboxes of little moral sense and principle. 
While noisy damsels will often turn out to be 
gaudy impostors, many quiet ones will amply repay 
the time, trouble or love which any one may be
stow on them.

: we were the “ Babes in the

And I saw grandma crying, and forgot she was 
playing,

And then I cried, too, hard as ever I could; 
Then grandma she laughed, and I smiled through 

my orying,
And so we stopped playing 'the “Babes in the 

Wood.”

un-

are

And all our lives through we’ve been working and 
playing,

And laughing and crying, as we did in the game;
For when grandma has cried my eyes have grown 

misty,
And my smiles have all come when grandmam

ma’s came !
— Iffijt. M. F. Round, in Wide Aioake,

The Hum of Industry.Poor Girls.
The poorest girls in the world are those who 

have never been taught to work. There are thou
sands of them. Rich parents have petted them ; 
they have been taught to despise labor and depend 
upon others for a living, and are perfectly helpless. 
If misfortune comes upon their friends, as it often 
does, their case is hopeless. The most forlorn and 
miserable women upon earth belong to this class. 
It belongs to parents to protect their daughters 
from this deplorable condition. They do th 
great wrong if they neglect it. Every daughter 
should be taught to earn her own living. The 
rich, as well as the poor, require this training. 
The wheel of fortuuh rolls swiftly round—the rich 
are very likely to become poor, and the poor rich. 
Skill to labor is no disadvantage to the rich, and is

Well-to-do parents

Two men and a boy were walking along John It. 
street recently, when one of them—the father of 
the boy—said :

“ How pleasant to my ears is this hum of in
dustry ! ”

“ So it is to mine,” replied the other, and when 
the boy got a chance lie asked :

“ Father, did you mean that pounding back 
there ? ”

“Yes, my son,” was the answer.
That evening, as the father was seated in his 

evening chair, he hoard an awful pounding in the 
kitchen, and rushed in to see his son belaboring a 
chair with a hammer.

as

em a

Care of Looking-Glasses.
“Perhaps some readers have wondered why 

looking-glasses sometimes get so dull and dim that 
no washing or rubbing will make them clear. That 
dimness is caused by heat. A looking-glass or mir
ror, subjected to sunshine several hours every day, 
or to the hot air from a furnace, register or stove, 
or to the heat of a gas-light or kerosene lamp, will 
soon become ruined. At first some portion of the 
glass looks dim and misty, then more cloudy, and, 
finally, spotted or speckled with black, for the 
heat has caused the coating of quicksilver to ex
pand and loosen its hold upon the back of the
glass, till, after a time, particles fall entirely away,
and the glass, once beautified by fair reflection is 
rendered unsightly and unattractive forever. I d- 
paintings are often seriously injured by the same 
cause. Much of the blame laid upon the careless 
mixing of the colors—especially those used by 
modern artists—rightly belongs to those who hang 
the pictures. Care is taken to place them m good 
light—still greater pains should be taken to secure 
them from heat. If, during some portion of the 
day, the sun shines directly upon these paintings, 
or heat rises constantly toward them from stove or 
furnace, the canvas gradually takes on a dul ap 
pcarance, and soon presents an array o crac s 
that fill us with dismay ; if they are not speedily 
removed to a more favorable position, portions of 
the outer coat may peel off, and the rum is com
plete.”

“ What on earth docs this moan ? ” ho shrieked 
at the lad.

“The hum of industry, father,” was the pleasant 
reply.

The boy was hummed out of that so fast that it 
over an hour before he could compose himself

indispensable to the poor. -
must educate their children to work. No reform 
is more imperative than this.

was
to softly ensure of his inner consciousness : “Was 
father lying to that man, or is night a bad time for 
the hum of industry Y ”

Capturing Ostriches.
The greatest feat of an Arab hunter is to cap

ture an ostrich. Being very shy and cautious and 
living on the sandy plains, where there is little 
chance to take it by surprise, it can be captured 

ly by a well-planned and long-continued pursuit 
on the swiftest horse. The ostrich has two curious 
habits of running when alarmed. It always starts 
with outstretched wings against the wind, so that 
it can scent the approach of an enemy. Its sense 
of smell is so keen that it can detect a person a 
great distance, long before he can be seen. The 
other curious habit is that of running in a circle. 
Usually five or six ostriches are found m company. 
When discovered, part of the hunters, mounted on 
fleet horses, will pursue the birds, while the other 
hunters will gallop away at right angles to the 

the ostriches have taken. V hen these hunt-
to cross the

Cake ok the Teeth.—In the first place, the 
teeth should be picked and washed after each 
meal, so as to remove particles of food from their 
cavities and interstices. All persons should learn 
the habit themselves, and teach it to their children, 
when quite young, of brushing the teeth vigorously, 
both inside and outside, at least once a day. It 
is better to do so both night and morning, but at 
all events before retiring. It is also very desirable 
to employ some soft cleansing substance, in ad
dition to the mere rubbing. -Such are soap and 
precipitated chalk. But, in all cases, care should 
be taken not to use any preparation that feels 
harsh or gritty to the teeth, as all such are in
jurious.

on

<3
course

think they have gone far enough 
path they see the birds will take, they watch 
upon some rise of ground for their approach. If 
the hunters hit the right place and see the ostriches, 
they at once start in pursuit with fresh horses, 
and sometimes they overtake one or two of the 
birds ; but often one or two of the fleet horses 
fall, completely tired out with.so sharp a chase.

ers
V , Tom : “ llarry, what makes you look so down in 

the mouth Y Has your savings bank busted ? ” 
y : “Oh, no, it isn’t that; but I’m 
ledly afraid that my girl will make ut 

before Christmas that I don’t know what to

llarr
fount

so enn- 
with

A shopkeeper of great experience sayis that how
ever talkative clerks may be during the day, they 
are always ready to shut up at night.

me
do.”

!
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Ah ! fair daisy, not a marriage 

But a death you then foretold,
For the maiden fair is sleeping

’Neath your blooms of white and gold.
Edith G. Win ans.

bi
llow Girls Can Learn to be House- 

' Keepers
r Begin with your own things and your own place. 

That is what your mother will tell you if you 
rush to her enthusiastic with great intentions, and 
offer to relieve her of half her house-keeping. 
Don’t draw that little bucket of cold water to have 
it poured back upon your early zeal. Reform 
your upper bureau draw; relieve you closet-pegs of 
their accumulations of garments out of use a month 
or two ago. Institute a clear and cheerful order, 
in the midst of which you can daily move, and 
learn to keep it. Use yourself to the beautful— 
which is the right—disposing of things as you 
handle them, so that it will be a part of your toi
let to dress your room and its arrangements while 
you dress yourself, having the draperies you take 
off as lightly and artistically hung, or as delicately 
folded and placed, as the skirts you loop carefully 
to wear, or the ribbon 
you put with a soft 
neatness about 
throat.
instincts of taste and 
fitness in every little 
thing that you have 
about you. Let it grow 
impossible for you to put 
down so much as a pin- 
box where it will dis 
turb the orderly and 
pleasant grouping upon 
your dressing table, or 
to stick your pins in 

cushion even, at

E Refinement.
Refinement is not fastidiousness. It is not lux

ury It is nothing of this kind. It is far removed 
from excess or waste. A person who is truly re
fined will not squander or needlessly consume 
anything. Refinement on the contrary, is always 
allied to simplicity and a judicious and tasteful 
ployment of the means of the good and happiness 
which it has at command. It seeks to divest itself
of superfluities, and aspires coutiually to the ut
most possible purity. Refinement leads to person
al cleanliness and elegant neatness, good taste and 

simplicity m dress. All 
“loudness” or flashiness 
is repugnant to its spirit. 
In its home and sur
roundings, the same 
chasteness and natural 
grace are maintained. 
The abode of genuine 
refinement and a mere 
pretending to it are very 
different. In the former 
you will find no excess, 
gaudiness or false glit
ter ; but the latter 
abounds in them. In 
personal manner, refine
ment is most con
spicuous. A 
refinement is always 
polite 
minacy,
without stiffness.— 
ÿ ou them I ml ustries.
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man ofyour
all sorts of tipsy and 
uncomfortable iuclina- 

Tliis will not

I!
.

i'
w’ithout effe- 
and consideratetions.

make you “fussy”—it 
is the other thing that 
docs that — the not 
knowing, except by 
fidgety experiments, 
what is harmony And 
the intangible grace of 
relation. Once get your 
knowledge beyond 
study, and turn it into 

. tact—which is literally 
having it at your fingers’ 
ends as I told you, aud 
order will breath about 

evolve

Vs
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The Ficus Par- 
ccllii.

W-A
IS|1 a We are pleased to 

show our readers the re
presentation of any new 
and beautiful plant, 
such as they cannot yet 
see in their own win
dows or gardens. In a 
few years, when the 
plant becomes plentiful, 
many of you will have 
them. This is a species 
of coleus, a native of 
Australia. It is intro
duced in England by 
Messrs. Veitch & Son. 
It is now being intro
duced on thisContinent. 
The leaves arc a bright

"...green, irregularly and
profusely blotched with 

white and dark 
The plant is
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you, and grace 
from commonest things, 
and uses, and belong
ings, wherever you my 
be, and “putting things 
to rights” will not be 
separate task-work and 
trouble, any more than 
it is in the working of 
the solar system. It 
will iio oil ull the time 
and with a continual
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Hi «Sipleasure.
Take upon y ourse’, f 

gradually, for the sake 
of getting them in hand 
in like manner, if for 

other need, all the 
that belong to 

your own small territory 
of home. Get together 
tilings for use in these 

Have your little

'H cream
it green.

said to be a full grower 
maintaining its splendid 
varegation throughout, 
and is said to be a very 
fine decoration, and has 
excited admiration 
wherever it has been
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exhibited.
cases.
wasli-cloths and your 
sponges for bits of
cleaning, your furniture 
duster and your light little
your whisk and pan; your bottle of sweet 
oil and spirits of turpentine, and piece of 
flannel, to preserve the polish, or restore the gloss, 
where dark wood grows dim or gets spotted. 
Find out by following your surely growing sense of 
thoroughness and niceness, the best and readiest ;

ys o” keeping all fresh about you. Invent your , 
(tWn processes; they will come to you. 1 shall not i 
lay down rules or a system for you. 
have made yourself wholly mistress of wliat you 
can learn and do in your own apartment, so that ; 
it is easier and more natural for you to do.it than , 
let it alone—so that you don t count the time it 
takes any more than that which you have to give ; 
to your own bathing and hair-dressing—then you 
have learned enough to keep a whole house, so far : 
as its cleanly ordering is concerned.

THE FICUS PAKCELLI1

Two more leallcts, “ This year, next year,” 
So the last leaf fluttered down.

To the maiden’s cheek the color 
Came like roses newly blow n.

“.Next year, darling, ’tis the fortune 
'That the daisy tells for you ;

Tell me sweetheart, do you love me ?
Shall we make the fortune true '!

“ Won’t you tell me Ï " still he pleaded,
As his ftark eyes searched her face—

And lie read there for his answer,
Love, death only could erase.

Ah ! but dasics prove false prophets,
Death may break our fondest vow,

And we weep o’er fallen idols 
When in dust we lay they low.

Next year came, but when the dasies 
Bloomed again in light and shade,

Sunbeams cast their golden splendor 
O'er a grave but newly made.

t i

Driving in Egypt. — All the carriages and har
nesses are of Euwpean manufacture, while among 
the horses stately Arabians are numerous. .The 

1 grandest equipages have both a driver and a foot- 
man upon the box, while in front of the horses the 
nimble sets runs to clear the way. These runners 
are dressed in white, the skirt reaching only to 
the knees and the sleeves large and flowing. An 
embroidered jacket, with the tarboosh, or fez, as 

! a head covering, completes the costume. The lower 
limbs and feet are nude. The staff of office of the 
sets is a slender stick about one yard in len8, *’

: which lie carries in a perpendicular position. I he 
grace, speed and cndurence of these runners are 
most remarkable and interesting. Some carnages 
have two, and those of the khedive and his family 
often appear with four, two running abreast, lhe 
many equipages of the khedive, his sons and his 
wives, are all imported, and in addition to a u 

j number of the servants already described, each has 
twro or four cavalry-men accompanying as a boi y

brush and your feather 
broom and

;

When you

bee, and j5 A barefooted little boy stepped 
soon after said to his mother ; “ Ma, I didu tknov 
that bees had splinters in their tails !

on a
; guard.
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A Daisy’s Prophecy.
“This year, next year,

From the daisy’s golden heart 
One by one a lover slowly

Plucked the snowy leaves apart. ^ 
“ This year, next year, sometime, never, 

And his voice grew soft and low 
As he paused and said, “Ah ! daisy,

You will say this year I know.”

Close beisde him stood a maiden,
Shy and sweet, with face so fair,

While the sunbeams danced and flickered 
On her wavy golden hair.

Thus with small bauds idly folded,
And her fair head drooping low, 

Listening to the words repeated,
Waited she her fate to know.

sometime, never.”
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HUMOROUS.(3) A sensation.
(4) A vegetable. 
John Routledge.

ï-3. (1) A dance. 
(2) A flower.HtuU ®om’$ German Exchange.—“The other night,” said a 

traveller, “I got chatting with a German, and asked 
him what he was doing.” “Veil,” he replied, 
“shoost now, I’m doing nodings; but I’ve made 
arrangements to go into pizness.” “What are 
you going into?” “Veil, I goes into bartnership 
mit a man.” “Do you put in much capital?” “No; 
I dosen’jt put in no gabital. ” “Don’t want to risk 
it, eh?” “No; but I puts in ze experience. ” “And 
he puts in the capital?” * Yes, dat is it. We goes 
into pizness for dree year; he puts in ze gabital, 
I puts in ze experience. At ze end of ze dree year 
I vill have ze gabital, and he vill have ze ex
perience. ”

i
My Dear Nephews and Nieces,—The letter 

budget is not quite so large this montBt I do not 
wonder at it, for I know how busy you all are in 
the spring assisting in making your homes look 
tidy and beautiful. Perhaps, at no season of the 
year is the importance and necessity of labor so 
fully realized as in the spring time, 
then, most surely, that if we do not sow, we shall 
not reap, and somehow, nature seems to aid us 
more at this time than any other, 
is so much to attract your young active minds.
I think it a vast deal better to be enjoying the 
out-door games, than to be inside poring over 
books, or writing. However, there is time for all 
things, and, I have no doubt, my letter drawee 
will be crowded with many nice letters next 
month, telling all that you have been doing, and 
with so many good puzzles, that it will be quite a 
task lor me to choose the best ones, 
lightful weather we were 
Easter holidays. I can imagine all the nice games 
you would interest yourselves with, 
very thought of them makes me feel quite young 
again.

Mr. Weld kindly offers a beautiful chromo this 
month, to the one who sends us the three best 
puzzles, and, also, to the one who answers the 
most puzzles correctly. All communications must 
be in by the 20th. Mark your letters “Printers’ 
Manuscript,” leave open, and postage will only be 
lc. per 4 ounce. Uncle Tom.

38—puzzle.
A ittlel odrw ni nedssink poenks,

A niotom ro a reat,
Hsa netof leah’d hte tearh hatst okenrb 

Dna emda a dneifr erecnis.
J i

! ;
Minnie Fraser.L

39—REBUS. {We know : 1>
I am found on every field; I lie on every path 

uncared for; I am broken, kicked, defaced without 
a murmur; sometimes I am màde to ornament your 
rooms, while at others I am burnt to save another; 
behead me and I am a sound; no instrument is 
complete without me ; I am in every voice, in 
every noisj; behead me again and I am friendless; 
I have no parents, the solitary one of all our race; 
curtail me and I am an adverb; also a preposition 
almost indispensable. Minnie Frazer.

i

i Besides thereE One of the social stars of Paris is rebuked by a 
friend, who says, sternly: “Cora, if I were you I 
should be afraid of having bad luck. The way you 
neglect your poor old blind father is awful, and 
you so rich now.” “Neglect him? Why, you are 
mistaken.” “No, I ain’t. Isn’t he begging at a 
street comer not half a mile from here?’ “Well, 
and every time I pass don’t I give him a penny?”

.1l
1

. ;3
)
’40—DECAPITATIONS.

3
1. Complete I am a very small particle; behead 

and I am water; behead again and I am a posses
sive adjective as pronounced in the Scotch tongue;

preposition ; curtail and

“Come, pa,” said a youngster just home from 
school, “how many peas are there in a pint?” 
“How can anybody tell that, you foolish boy?” “I 
can, every time. If you don’t believe it, try me. ” 
“ Well, how many are there, then ?” “ Just one
p in every pint, pa.”

“ I am at your service,” said a young clerk the 
other evening to a handsome young lady, in an
swer to her inquiry for a bow. “ I am,” replied 
she, “ much obliged to you, but I want a buff and 
not,a green one.” He sunk into his shoes and she 

rit out.

1 i
What de-3

behead again and I am 
I am a personal pronoun.

2. Complete I am an adjective; behead and I am 
an adverb; curtail and I am a preposition; curtail 
again and I am an interjection. Rhoda.

favoured with for theI ae
f
r Indeed, the

1
ir

(1
Answers to April Puzzles.

23— 1, Helen; 2 Eva; 3 Francis; 4, Mabel; 5, Ada.
24— Find, mind, hind, kind, wind, bind.
25— Love can neither be bought noi sold; its only price is

*weif Altering the Complexion.—Bill : “I say, 
Mary, run and ask Jule to come and play with us.” 
Mary : “ You know, Bill, mother says you ain’t to 
call him Jule; his name’s Jul-ius.” Bill : “Well, 
what does she call me Bill for, then ? I shan’t call 
him Jul-ius until she calls me Bill-ious. "—Judy.

s
love.

20 — Plea-sure.
27—1, Because it is not aloud.

2, Oysters, because they arc always found in beds.
3, The adder. /
4, Because it bas leaders, columns and reviews.
5’ Because for every grain of corn they give a ;>eck.
C, A shoemaker’s—because good shoes last longer than

e ■

ifA Pennsylvania Dutchman, who married his 
second wife soon after the funeral of the first, was 
visited with a two hours’ serenade in token of dis
approval. He expostulated pathetically thus : “I 
say, poys, you ought to be ashamed of yourselfs to- 
be making all dis noise ven dar vas a funeral here» 
so soon.”

A Fifeshire man took his child to the minister 
to be baptized, yyho asked him, “ Are you pre
pared for so solemn and important an occasion ? ” 
“Prepared ! ” he echoed, with some indignation;. 
“ I hao a firlot o’ bannock bakin’, two hams, an’ a. 
gallon o’ the best Highland whiskey, and I wad1 
like to ken what better preparations ye expeck frae= 
a man in my condition o’ life ? ”

A Scotch farmer ones took his wife to see the 
wonders of a microscope. The Various curiosities 
seemed to please the woman very well, till the ani- 
malculie professed to be contained in a drop of 
water were shown off. g-Theso seemed to poor Janet 
not so very pleasant a sight as the others. She sat 
patiently, however, till the “ water-tigers,”' mag
nified to the size of twelve feet, appeared on the 
sheet, fighting with their usual ferocity. Janet 
now rose in great trepidation, and cried to her 
husband : “ Como awa’, John.” “ Sit still,woman, 
and see the show,” said John. “ See the show, 
man 1 What wad come o’ us if the awful-like brutes 
wad brak’ out o’ the water ?” ,

Daniel Webster once affirmed in company that 
no woman ever wrote a letter without a postcript. 
“ My next letter shall refute you.’^jjdd a lady of 
his acquaintance. Soon after ho reTOlved a letter 
from his fair disputant, where, after her signature, 
stood “ P. S.—Who is right now—you or I ? ”

PUZZLES.
bad ones. , , ,,28— “ Light cares speak; great ones are dumb.

29— Scissors.
30— Mudlark.
31— Be not wise in your own conceit.

32—DOUBLE ACROSTIC.
o 1. A kind of brush.

2. A town in England.
3. A tow n in Italy.
4. A town in Ireland.
5. Barren.
0. A river in Scotland.
7. A town in England.
8. A town in Prussia.
9. A misfortune.
10. A town in Portugal.
11. A town in Austria.
12. A town in Piedmont.
13. A kingdom.
14. A lake.
My initials and finals name two well-known per

sons. ' Ella Weston-
33— Behead an artificial production and leave a

name for a girl. ■ , ............,
Behead again and leave an animal.
Curtail and leave an adverb; curtail and leave 

an adjective.
34— Behead a circle and leave a part of the hu

man frame.
Behead and leave a fish.
Curtail and leave a diphthong.
Behead and leave a vo «el.

35—ANAGRAM.

Het riptostadan cht eoptr cmrfa.
Mtus erahs cth mcomon motb fo 11a.
Etirh rylgo iwll out eepls cth 
That illw raesi otghuh pineseri alii.

3-
w

Names of Those Who Sent Correct 
Answers to April Puzzles.:t

l- 1Arthur Crooks, Lizzie M. Reid, Janet Boyle, Rhoda G. Mc- 
Kav Ma-gie Blair, H. J. Fry, Minnie Fraser, Catherine Jane 
Walker Ida Parsons, Jane Crosby, Eila Weston, Eva Milton, 
John Routledge, Alex. Campbell, Mary MeCrae, Eben Miller, 
Samuel Johnson, Evelyn Walker, Joseph McNaughton, An
drew Forsyth, Edwin Montcith, Frank Hughes, May Davis, 
Eleanor North, Fred McDcrmitt, Lewis Bran ton, II. John
stone E J. Hobson, Maud Emmerson, Charles Leach, Lizzie 
Mann John Lewis, Maria Bummers, W. Jackson, Samuel 
Evans’, Edmoml Whetter, L>. Scott, Joshua Freeman, Sarah 
Langtry, Edwin Murk.
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i-Happy the child while driving his toy,
So full of delight and glee;

But sorrow comes quickly, and over he goes - 
Then rubs his head and cries “ O ! poor me ! ”

en
V

aems.
ir- L. N. Reid.ng A gentleman took his little boy to a model farm 

to sec the wonders of the place. After they had 
been there a shôrt time, the little fellow ran crying 
to his father,' being at the same time pursued by a 
big turkey cock, which was trying to get a piece 
of bread out of his hand. “ What, my boy,” said^ 
the father, ‘ ‘ are you afraid of a turkey ? W\,y-r 
you ate part of one yesterday ! ” “Yes, J,apa,’r 
responded the little fellow, wiping his eye^ “ but. 
this one isn’t cooked.”

he 30—CHARADES.
)t* t; 1. My first is to join, my second is a pronoun, 

my third is to divide, and mÿ whole is a State of 
North America.

2. Whole I am an 
my whole possesses.

3. My whole is an 
made from my first.

4. Whole I am 
name; beheaded again 1 
again I am congealed liquid.

he
irs
to animal, beheaded I am what

impression, my second are 
Ida Parsons.

ill will; beheaded I am a girl’s 
insects; beheaded

Lewis Bkunton.

In
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rer
he
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Train up a Child, etc.—Mamma : “Maud,, 
could you eat another piece of bread and butter ?” 
Maud : “Yes.” Mamma ; “Yes, what?” Maud: 
“ Yes, what—Yes, please; but you ought to say 
‘Yes, what, dear?”’

amhe Virops
ily 37—WORD SQUARE.

1 (1)A mineral produce. (3) Something lent.
2 A town in China. (4) An English river.

2. (IF A lady’s name. (3) An ancient drink.
(2) A town of Arabia. (4) Extremities.

'he Thus many a man builds his castle aloft 
And goes bravely sailingly on,,

But a slight deviation from doing right— 
A tip-up and all hope is gone.

his Athletic sports for ladies—Jumping to conclu 
sions; walking round a subject; running through a 
uovçl; skipping full descriptions.
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PRODUCE.
Roll Butter, fresh....................
Tub Butter..................................
Lard...............................................
Cheese, per lb.................. ........
Eggs, per lozen........................
Hay, per ton........... ....................
Clover (at market pcÿfÇjg).... 

“ (at merchant's prices)
Timothy seed...
Potatoes...............
Carrots..................
Onions.................
Beef, per 100 lbs 
Lamb, per lb... 
Mutton “
Dressed Hogs, per 100 lbs. 
Apples.......................................

Delhi wheat.........
Treadwell.............
Red........................
Spring......................
Barley......................
Peas........................
Oats..........................
Corn........................
Flour, fall wheat 

“ mixed.... 
“ spring___

Bran.............
Cornmeal.. 
Oatmeal. . 
Wool, fleece

liveries for the next mouth or six weeks. The crop prospects 
are universally good all over America, and ttye spring wheat 
is now well, if not all in the ground. This, with the indica
tion of an early harvest, should make farmers free sellers of 
their wheat^and no doubt the disposition will be to sell pretty 
close. A ira we think farmers will act wisely by so doing. 
Should the Eastern Question come to a peaceful solution, we 
must see a heavy decline, but should the reverse be the case 
we cannot see anything to warrant any very great advance. 
Chicago, Detroit and Milwaukee all report large quantities of 
wheat still in the hands of the farmers, which only await the 
conclusion of seeding to be brought to market.

Peas.—Arc somewhat higher, with very few coming forward, 
and what few there are, are being picked up and sent forward 
on London, Liverpool and Glasgow accounts.

Clover Seed.—Rules very quiet, with little enquiry unless 
at low figures. There has been some enquiry and some offers 
made for car lots for June shipment, but prices have been too 
low to result in anything being done.

Butter.—Rules about the same, with no change to note. 
We advise extreme caution in handling and operating in this 
article the coming season. Let every dealer be a free seller, 
and whatever disposition there is to hold, let it be done by the 
farmers themselves.

Cheese.—Many of the factories arc now well in operation, 
and the first of May will see nearly every factor} in the coun
try started. Should the weather continue as propitious as it 
now is, we ma}- look for a heavy make of May cheese. Stocks 
of old are getting low, and the present low price in Liverpool, 
it Is to be hoped, will clear the market well out before the new 
is ready to go forward.

London Markets.
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Little Falls Cheese Market.
Little Palls, N. Y., April 20.

CHEESE -The market is more active to-day than ever be
fore this season. Seventy factories were represented, with 
4,100 boxes offered, nearly all skimmed, most of which sold 
for 10c to 12c; average. 10je tô 11 jc. The market is £c lower 
than last week. Farm cheese brought Sc to 10;jc.

BUTTER- 20c to 24c, fully 4c less than last week, 21c to 22c 
being the prevailing figures.

Liverpool Markets.
Liverpool, April 20,1S78.

Flour, 2(is to 21 is Cd; Spring Wheat, 10s to 10s lOd ; Red 
Winter, 11s 3d to.lls (id; White, 11s 4d to lia sd; Club 11s 
(id to 12s 4d; Corn, 20s to 27s Od; Oats, 3s 3d, Peas, 30s: 
Parley, 3s 8d; Pork, 47s; Bacon 2Us to 27s (id; Cheese, tils. jj

Montreal Markets.
Grain unchanged; flour, superior, §6 to §6.10; extra, §5.70 

to §5,75; fancy, §5.30 to §5.75; strong bakers’, $5.25 to $5.40; 
Ontario, bags, $2.25 to §2.60; city, bags, $2.70.

Toronto Markets.
Spring Wheat, SI. 10 to $1.13; Red, do; Treadwell, $1.15 to 

$1.18; Dcihl, $1.18 to $1.21; Barley, 48c to 55c; Peas 08c to 
70c; Flour, $4.25 to $5.75; Hogs $5.00 to $5.25; Butter 5c to
17c.

New York. -Wheat, §1.201 to >1.83.1; Corn, 43Ac to 45c 
Oats, 20c to 30c.

Chicago.—Wheat, §1.13; Oats, 27c; Bariev, 18c; Pork lower 
88.50 to $8.55.

Detroit.—Wheat lower, §1.31} to $1.34}.

x

tain, died in February. Several importations froml his herd 
were made to Canada and the United States. Mr. Douglas 
relinquished breeding some years ago. He was widely known 
as an enterprising farmer as well as breeder, and was a man of 
mark in agricultural circles in. Great Britain during all the 
most active part of his life.

Mr. F. W. Stone, Guelph, has sold to Messrs. Grant and 
Campbell, of Woodville, Ont., the fashionably-bred Shorthorn 
bull, Seraph, red, calved March 2nd, 1876; sire, 3rd Duke of 
Springwood 16928 (3087); dam, imp. Serenade by Cherry Duke 
(25752), &c.

Mr. George Fox, Elmhurst, England, has had the misfor
tune to lose his red heifer, the Duchess of Elmhurst, out of 
imported Duchess of Airdrie 20th, by Duke of Geneva 9th 
(28391). He writes that the disease of which she died is lo
cally known as i“ black leg" or “quarter evil.” It is said 
that 6,000 guineas had been offered for this heifer. Mr. Fox 
adds : “ The three great draw backs to cattle breeding are- 
cows returning to bull (not* holding), abortion and ‘ black 
leg.’ Any practical suggestions for the prevention or cure of 
either or all of the above would be a great boon to breeders 
Veterinary science, so far as I have been able to learn, has dis
covered no cure or specific for either."

Messrs. Lingham & Son, drovers, of Belleville, Ont., have 
from one of the army con- 

This 
Canada.

received an order by telegraph 
tractors in England, for a large supply of beef cattle 
order will be filled at once with cattle purchased in <
If the lot in question prove satisfactory, further orders will 
follow.

/John Snell’s Sons, Edmonton, report sales during the past 
fhonth as follows To Dr. L, E. Brown, Eminence, Ky., a 
pair of Cotswolds and a Berkshire sow. To II. W. Goodale, 
Montana Territory, two Cotswold yearling iams at $100 each. 
To H. P. Livermore, Oakland, California, a pair of Berkshires. 
To Wm. Sharpe, Keystone, Ind., one Cotswold ram.
R. Musgrave, Terre Haute, Ind., one Berkshire sow.
Wilson, Burgessville, Ont., a pair of Berkshires. 
ford, Crossbill, Ont., a pair of Berkshires. To A. Dinsmorg* 
Windermere, Ont., two Berkshire sows. /

To B. 
lo A. 

To T. Wil-
z

Messrs. J & R. Hunter, Alma, Ont., have sold to Robert 
Holloway, Monmouth, 111 , Shorthorn bull Lord Aberdeen, by 
imp. Knight or Warlaby (29014), out of Lady Fanny by Ron 
Roy (22740); to Alex. Wood, St Mary’s, Can., Booth Royal by 
Baron Booth of Killerby, dam Rosy Gem by Knight of War
laby; to Samuel Johnston, Howick, yearling bull Refonner ; 
to R. & J. Slimmon, Winfield, yearling bull Gauntlet; to Wm. 
Jackson, Clifford, yearling bull Wavèrly; to Messrs. Wood, 
Stratford, Queen of the May 2d, and to Henry Groff, Almira, 
heifer Princess.

Some Jersey cattle from the herd of R. H. Stephens, Slocum 
Lodge, St. Lambert's, P. Q., brought excellent prices at A. 
McClintock’s sale, at Millersburg, Ky., on the 30th ult. The 
following were the figures realized :^May Bud, $340; Juliette, 
§290; Pnncess, $235; Flora, $320; Cherry, $230; total, $1,415. 
Mr. Stephens writes, regretting that his herd is so reduced in 
numbers by late sales that he will have no more to offer until 
the autumn.

Col. Laurie, of Oakfield, Halifax Co., Nova Scotia, will offer 
for sale on the 8th May next some fine thoroughbred Devon 
bulls, cows and heifers. As this stock is mainly selected from 

importations of the Provincial Board of Agriculture and 
t^Us own breeding, farmers in the Maritime Provinces in 

want of good stock will find at this sale a rare opportunity of 
improving and increasing their herds.

Mr. W. B. Mills, of Arden, the former Reeve, is said to be 
the owner of the largest flock of sheep in the County of Fron
tenac.
present time has nearly two hundred lambs. Mr. Mills spares 
neither time nor money in procuring first-class animals.

the
from

He has wintered over six hundred ewes, and at the

Great Sale of Shorthorns in Australia.
The huit mail from Australia brings the report »f Messrs

Robertson’s fifth annual sale at Colac, Melbourne, Victoria. It 
was, like its predecessors, a splendid success, ten Shorthorn 
bulls averaging £792 15s., against £389 7s. Od. for twelve sold 
last year. Cherry Oxford 5th, described as “a handsome 
strawberry roan," and the winner of a second prize at the 
Pol war th and South Grenville Show, was started at 500 gs., 
and eventually realized 1,250 gs. ; he remains in Victoria. The 
great attraction of the sale was 24th Duke of Derriniut, a 
roan calved May 1, 1876, and bred very similarly, though from 
a different female line, to Cherry Oxford 5th. He was put up 
«it 800 gs., and was finally purchased for 2,453 gs. The other 
bulls were all yearlings, and made respectively 650gs., 500 gs., 
450 gs., 450gs., 400 gs., 500 gs., 300 gs., 700 gs., and of these, 
three go to New South Wales, and three to Queensland, so 
that they were pretty equally distributed over the three great 
Australian settlements. Four pure Shorthorn heifcis were 
offered. Oxford’s Summer ton, a two-year old, realized 1,600 
gs., and the four averaged £1,102 10s. These high prices arc 
considerably above the average of Lost year, hut then seven
teen heifers were offered against only four this season.

(SommmtaL

Farmers’ Advocate Office, )
- London, May 1, 1878. (

The past month has been to a forçât extent a repetition of the 
previous one. The Eastern Qiiestion seems no nearer a solu
tion than ever. Farmers have been busy with their seeding, 
consequently the deliveries of- grain have been light. There 
is considerable wheat yet to come forward—more than any 
previous year at this season.

Wheat.—The very light deliveries, together with the 
settled state of the Eastern Question, has resulted in very 
little business being done in Canadian wheats, 
now nearly through their seeding, and in fact many df them 
arc already through, so that we may look for more liberal de-
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A Useful Scrap-Book.
One who has never filled a scrap-book cannot 

imagine its exceeding usefulness. A good one may 
be procured for a dollar or so. Cut ont your favor
ite articles, items, receipts, &c., and lay them in 
the book. When you have accumulated a few and 
have a spare half hour, get a small board, a towel, 
or piece of old muslin, and a brush, with a enp of 
boiled flour paste, or it is said dissolved gum tra- 
gacanth is very good; the ordinary mucilage is apt 
to stain the paper. Lay each piece on the board, 
gum or paste the back, and place it smoothly in 
the book, laying the cloth over it to smooth it and 
absorb any moisture. When the book is partially 
dry it can be placed under pressure, and then it is 
always ready. The whole takes very little time 
when once arranged, and the advantage is that you 
save just what you want, and nothing else, in 
strong and durable form, while you thus have a 
-book of reference—an encyclopædia of practical 
knowledge—always within reach.

A Few Timely Hints.—Suet and lard keep 
'better in' tin than earthen. Suet keeps good all 
the year round if chopped fine and packed down 
in stone jars covered with molasses. Do not let 
coffee or tea stand in tin. Scald your woodenware 
•often, and keep your tinware dry. When mat- 
(trasses get hard and full of bunches, rip them 
•open, take out the hair, pull it to pieces thor- 

ghly, let it lie a day or two to air, and wash the 
ttick; thus prepared it will be as good as new. 
There should always be a heavy, flat stone on top 
•of your pork to keep it under the brine. There is 
» good deal of pork that gets rusty by floating 
«round on top of the pickle; then this stone is an 
•excellent place to keep a bit of fresh meat in the 
summer when you are afraid of its spoiling. It is 
easy to have a supply of horse radish all winter ; 
have a quantity grated while the root is in perfec
tion, and put in bottles filled with strong vinegar; 
then it is ready for use at all times. Keep a bag 
for all old pieces of tape and string; they will come 
in use. Keep a box for old buttons, so you may 
know where to go when you want one. Run the 
heels of stockings faithfully, and mend thin places 
as well as holes; a stitch in time saves nine. A 
little salt sprinkled in starch tends to prevent it 
from sticking. Always have plenty of dish water, 
and have it hot. There is no need of asking the 
character of a domestic if you have seen her wash 
dishes in a little greasy water.

•ou

TCfce strawberry crop will be immense this year. 
They will begin to ripen in about ten days in the 
ilatitu&e of St. Louis.

The weather is decidedly warm. Vegetation is 
^growing wonderfully fast. All kinds of stock have 
been doing well on grass since the first of April.

The Kirby Harvesting Machines.
We call the attention of our readers to the advertisement of 

Messrs. A. Harris, Son & Co., tobe found on cover.
This firm is one of the oldest in Canada, having been estab

lished in the Mower and Reaper Trade for thirteen years. 
The machines produced by them are considered second to 
none made in the Dominion. A peculiar feature of their 
business is that they turn out nothing but Mowers and Reap
ers. devoting all their energies to the improvement and per
fecting of the machines they build. It must be evident that 
any firm who so conduct their business, without having theii 
attention divided among a variety of implements, are enabled 
to produce their specialty in the most perfect form. Certain 
workmen are employed continuously on certain parts; some 

. on -nards, some on shafts, some on sections, and others on 
the different parts used, so that every piece is produced by a 
mechanic skilled in the particular part he prepares. Every 
piece of the machine is thus made as perfect as possible, and 
all fit with a nicety and a precision not otherwise attained. 
Messrs. A. Harris, Son & Co. employ about 75 workmen, and 
produce about 1,500 Mowers and Rea]iers annually. Their 
(factory is a large four-storey building, with a total floorage of 
teoo feet in length by 36 in width. They occupy, besides, 
large warehouses for storage. This establishment is one of the 
leading industries of the City of Brantford. They do a large 
trade throughout the Dominion, and 111 Manitoba and Prince 
Edward Island their business is very great, arising from the 
fact that their machines are so admirably adapted for gather
ing the heavy grain crops produced in the extreme provinces 
of the Dominion.

We are informed that there are upwards of seven thousand 
Kirby Machines now in use in Canada, and we notice that 
Messrs. A. Harris, Son & Co., with a liberality that is com
mendable, have made a large reduction in the price of tile 
wearing parts of their machines, thus enabling their custom
ers to renew their machines at the lowest possible cost.

We commend the readers of the Advocate to the advertise
ment or to a visit to Messrs. A. Harris, Son & Co.’s establish
ment, should they visit the City of Brantford.

nBAKING KESTOKEOi—Great invention by one who 
was deaf for 20 years. Send stamp for particulars Jno. 

•ilAUNORX, Dock-box 005, Covington, Ky. de-3
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NEW ADVERTISEMENTS. THEHAMILTON BRIDGE & TOOL CO’Y,

HAMILTON, g ^
—BUILDERS OF—*

IEOH HIGHWAY BRIDGES

MATTHEWS’
Garden Seed Drill Biro Stracta School

FOR YOUNG LADIES.
President, Lord BUhop of Toronto.
HIS SCHOOL OFFERS A LIBERAL EDU

CATION at a rate sufficient only to cover 
the neeessaiy expenditure, the best teaching 
being secured in every department.

The Scholastic year Is divided Into lour terms 
of ten week each. Trinity term begins April 22.

Fees per ter.n, #8.00 to $18.00. Additional for 
boarders $45.00.

Apply for admission or Information to
MISS DRIER, Lady Principal.

| dd-tf Wykeham Hall, College Avenue, Toronto

T
Iron Roofs acd all kinds of Iron Lattice & Girder Work.

TESTIMONAL—"It is withjfreat pleasure I state that the bridge built by the Hamilton Bridge 
and Tool Company over the Rîfjer Nith. 'on the the 12th concession of this Township, is a first-class 
structure in every respect, and has not only given satisfaction to the Municipal Council of this 
Township, but, as far as I have heard, has been admired by all (and they have been many) who have 
seen it, and I have no hesitation in ree inmending all who contemplate building Iron Bridges, if 
possible, to view this biidge; and I feel assured that, if they do so, they will patronize the Hamilton 
Bridge and Tool Company in to preference foieign companies, thus retaining the money in the Ce untry j
and giving employment, ta uur own of B.enheim, C». of Oxf.,r,b

THE BEST IN USE.
It sows all kinds : uf Vegetable Seeds vyitdi cer

tainty and regularity, and is used by leading seed 
growers and market gardene. s everywhere.
' W.M, Evans, Esq., the well known seedsman of 
Montreal, Canaria, says • —• “ The Matthews 
Carden Seed Dril.s have given great satisfaction 
to my customers. They arc now in general use 
with the market gardeners and farmers in the 
vicinity of this city, who find thdhi indispensable 
in planting their small vegetable seeds, such as 
onion, carrot, beet, turnip, &c.”

Manufactured only by

MOLSONS BANK.<RF Drawings and Estimates furnished on application to
A. JAMIESON, Miilingerdd-3

,$2,000,000
. 640,000

10,168

Paid-up Capital-..
{tost*••••••• »»«••#
Contingent Fund, i00D ENGRAVING.The “Little Hero”

One-Horse Plough, MODERATE T HB LONDON BRANCH OF M0L80N 
1 BANK, Dundas Street, one door west 
the New Areade,

ISSUES DRAFTS ON LONDON 
ENG. ; NEW YORK, U. S. ; 

ST. JOHN, N. B.,

FIRST-CLASS
EVERETT .V SMALL,

Boston, Mass., I .S.
Send for descriptive catalogue. dd-3

PRICES.WORK.

Toronto Engraving Co.
17 King-St., Toronto.db-0

P And all the principal Cities and Towns in On-
U0ffe*« umuu-'aPfaoilities to those engaged in
thDeaï?“?bera5Îye“th merchants and manu- 
lacturers. , „

Discounts ior the Fanning community.
Buys and Sells Sterling Exchange, sNow 

York Exchange, Greenbacks, Ac , at very 
close rates.

Makes Advances on United States Currency 
and Securities on reasonable terms.

MoonuEan

illBil MANUFACTURING COMPANY,
For Orchart s, Gardens & Nurseries.

Made by

COPI* BROS. & t’O.,
manufacturers of

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Manufacturers of Furniture,
UPHOLSTERERS, &c.

ONE OF

FOUST’S HAY LOADERS ! "sçssgëSSHF"
gdT Send for Price List.

Office uml Works - t urner York nml 
Buy Streets, llamllfon, Onlarlo.
dd-tf

SAVINGS BANK DEPARTMENT
For Sale Cheap. Affords opportunity for safe and remunerative 

investments of aoeumulative savings.
Kin Street, London.D A.

Address,
CANADIAN AGRICULTURAL EMPORIUM, 

300 Richmond St., London, Out. JOSEPH JEFFERY.
IOHN ABEL, Woodb idge, Manufacturer of
J Steam Threshing MUichinee.ReaperSj Mow- Manager.

da-12
pm nA,|y worker can make #12 a day at home. OK CARDS-25 01 20 Chrom(-
AugustaUtoi!LOUtflt frC°' AlMreH8 Tme &dc^ ite-3 ’’ " J- HUSTED, Nassau, N Y. Lon Ion, Sept. 14,1870.-12
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Why they Fail.Western Acreage.
Crop reports from the Western States say that the acreage 

of spring wheat exceeds the large extent of last year by 16 to 
20 per cent. The wheat fields present a fine healthy appear
ance, the grain coming up thieR“and the color being good. 
The crops having been got in unusually early, and made such 
ood progress in the first stages of growth, a great point has 
ccn gained towards a good crop, as the plant will be the bet- 

able to withstand dry weather or insects. The Western 
prospects are thus unusually promising.

in many localities, they put up their wools. It is but fair to 
state in their defence that the local buyer is aware of it and is 
largely responsible for it, as he, either for the sake of his com
mission, knowingly pays full price for such wools, or else, if 
he happais to be a storekeeper, for fear of losing a customer 
he does not prosecute the offender, and thus the majority of 
the farmers who would take the same pride in the condition 
of their fleeces that they do in their stock, are discouraged 
from keeping up their standard. If farmers would put in 
their fleeces a tag, with their name and address, they would 
ere long find buyers who would appreciate honesty, and if the 
local buyers will not discriminate between light and heavy 
wools, they can find responsible houses in the East who will 
obtain their relative value.

There have been not less than twenty-five grocery mer
chants in this city who ingloriouely wound ud business 
under the mallet of the constable or sheriff within tne last two 
months. Now the secret of this is simply that the unfortun
ate merchants failed to take in the cash when the goods went 
out. It really seems that our merchants will never try the 
cash system, but instead follow up the old trade ways, and so 
long as they aro followed just so long may we expect to hear 
of failures. Stop it, grocers, and say “ Cash " in the future 
and.don’t vary from the rule. — Western Grocer.

ter

Barley in the Western States.
Accounts from the Western States show that there is an 

average decrease in the amount of barley sown for the crop of 
1878, amounting to 35 per cent,, as compared with last year. 
The Chicago National Board of Trade has the following 
“ Minnesota reports from thirty-one counties show a decrease 
of 27 per cent., seven reporting about the same as last year, 
six a decrease of 50 per cent., and but two any increase at all. 
Wisconsin reports eighteen counties, showing an average de
crease of 35 per cent., two reporting the same as last year, 
several a decrease of 50 per cent., and none showing any in- 

Iowa reports twenty-two counties, showing an aver
age decrease of 2G per cent., seven reporting the same as last 
year, eight a decrease of 50 per cent, each, and but one show
ing any increase at all. Nebraska reports nineteen counties, 
showing an average decrease of 51 per cent., three reporting 
the same as last year, several showing a decrease of 75 per 
cent, each, and but one any increase at all. Reports from 
twelve counties in the State of Kansas show an average de
crease of 27 per cent. But one county shows any increase 
over last year. The State of Illinois not being a very heavy 
barley growing State, reports about a dozen counties showing 
an-average decrease of 15 per cent., four reporting about the 
same as last year.”

fatums of lus&auflry.
026. North Bay—James H. Wager, M.. Napanee ; Jno. C. 

Carscaflan, 8., Napanee. 627. Balsam Grove—D. Kennedy, 
M., Peterboro;’ W. Stewart, S., Peterboro.' 628. Otter—Thoe. 
Miller, M., Lombardy; Clark Nichols, S., Lombardy. 029. 
Sunny Glen—Thos. McBratney, M., New Dublin ; Jno. B. 
Barry, S., New Dublin. 630. Bethel—Wm. Evans, M., Cam
den East; James N. Switzer, S., Camden East 831. Fairfield 
—Brock Cowan, M., Fairfield East; A. C. Johns, 8., Fairfield 
East. 632. Glen Huron—Jno. McLeod, M., Glen Huron; Jno. 
Jamieson, S., Glen Huron.

833. Elma—Jacob Bray, M , Listowel: Wm. Lockheed, S., 
Listowel. (134. Purple Leaf—David Austin, M., Harold; Thoe. 
Matthews, S., Wellman's Comers. 656. Seymore - Wm. 
Cleugh, M., Bumbrae; Chas. Bedford, 8., Burnbrae. 636. 
Maple Leaf—Jno. Irvine, M., Leadbury; Jno. Mei.arey, 8,'„ 
Leadbury. 037. Glenvalc—Jas. Davison, M„ Glenvale; J. 
Leatherland, S., Glenvale. 638. East Roxborough—Malcolm 
Fisher, M., Notfleld; Jno. A. McEwen, S., Notfield. (139. 
Paragon—Eli Ainsworth, M., Allisonvillc; Marshall Burr, &, 
Allisonville. 640. Salem—Robt Cochem, M., Clifford; Janus 
Anderson, S., Alspaldt 041. Hebert—Nelson Casey, M., 
Brooklyn, N. S.; Ellas Dhnock, S., Brooklyn, N. 8. 042.
Downeyvlllc—Dennis Sully, M., Downcyvllle; Wm. O’Neil, S., 
Downeyville. 643. Maple Hill—Jno. 81m, M., West Gore, N. 
S.; Alfred McNeil, S., West Gore, N. 8. 644. Cunningh
Robt. Armstrong, M., Klrkficld; Robt. Menish, S., Kbkfield.

Farmers’ Home—Joseph Cross, M., Sutherland’s Corners; 
James A. Eage, S., Sutherland’s Comers. 646. Victoria-Jno. 
Kerr, M., North Augusta; James Love, S., North Augusta.

Golden Hope- H. N. Hawkes, M., Addison; Chas. Taplln, s." Addison. 648. Frazervillo-James Eamett, M., Fraser- 
viile- Geo. Reed, S., Frazerville. 649. Eathon—Geo. Tully, 
M Peterboro’; James Braily. S., Peterboro’. 660. Constance 
— À. T. Tyerman, M., Constance; Geo. Stephenson, 8., Con
stance (161. Onkwood—Wm. Lownsborough, M.,Oakwood: 
Wm. Channow, S., Oak wood. 662. Morning Star—Richard 
Kerr M., Greenbneh; A. W. Blanchard, 8 . Greenbueh. 663. 
Dufferln — Jonathan Johnston, M., Whitehurst; Joseph 
Pritchard, S„ Whitehurst

Our Meat Exports.
The following paragraph from Bell's Messenger, London, 

April 8th. seems to support the opinion that our exportation 
of fresh meats has become as much a regular feature in our 
transatlantic trade as that of products of any other kind :

“ The quantity of American beef and mutton brought to 
Liverpool last week was very large, and was conveyed in ^he 
following steamers : The City of Montreal brought 692 qüar- 
ters of beef, 76 carcasses of mutton, and 176 dead pigs; the 
Sarmatian, 600 quarters of beef ; the England, 785 quarter of 
beef and 472 carcasses of mutton; the Britannic, 1,680 quar
ters of beef and 650 carcasses of mutton; and the Nevada, 
3,000 quarters of beef and 1,200 carcasses of mutton, 
last consignment is by far the largest that has yet arrived in 
this country in a single steamer, and even exceeds the quan
tity brought during many weeks by all the steamers. The 
steamer Faraday reached the river with 299 head of live oxen, 
•while the Lake Nepigon hod on board 80. The totals for the 
week were—6,557 quarters of beef, 2,398 carcasses of mutton, 
176 dead pigs, and 377 live cattle."

In another part of the same paper it is stated, on the au
thority of a parliamentary return, that Great Britain imported 
in the year 1877, 7,649 cattle and 10,275 sheep from Canada, 

a M 1 • 1 e uf !♦ », o q xTz. , xr 1. and 11,538 cattle and 13,120 sheep from the United States-
Thc April wdol circular of \\ alter Brown & Son, New York, against 273 cattle from Canada and “one head of cattle and

expressed the opinion that prices for the next clip vvould open h „ from the united States, in 1874.
at low figures. That of Manger & Avery, under date of April 
15th, says that little can be predicted as to the market :

“ It depends upon the fever of the buyers. Farmers have 
learned this, and when they find several buyers competing for 
their clips, as they did last summer, they sell. There have 
been very few seasons when wools have not netted the farmer 
more in the clipping season than they would if sold later ; 
and at this time, when there are so many anxious to handle
the comparatively small amount of the clip, the chances arc ']'lu. Eastern complications are having a very unfavorable 
that there will be no room Spr material advance over the prices effeet on British India freights. There is just now more idle
at which the bulk of last year’s clip was marketed. shipping at Calcutta than was ever before known to be there

” Farmers are censured for the dishonest manner in which I at one time.

crease.

This

The Next Wool Clip.

645.

It ia proposed to start a butter factory at Wroxeter, and a 
meeting has been held to consider the project fully. The 
capital stock will probably be $2,500, in 250 snares of $10 each. 
One is also to be erected in Walkerton by Messrs. Peter Todd 
& Co.

647.
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THE “CHAMPION BECORDr
!
:

|| Over Thirty-five Thousand Machines Sold.
NO BREAKAGES—No vexatious delays in gathering the crops—NO CROPS DAMAGED while waiting 

^ for repairs—No telegraphing for repairs NO REPAIRS TO BUY-No express charges to pay 

—Easily adjusted to all kinds and conditions of grass or g™°—^ CnlLU UA1N 
MANAGE IT—LIGHT IN DRAUGHT—A PERFECT MOWER

__THE BEST REAPER — The most simple and
durable of all Harvesters—The best and 

cheapest machine in the market.

Purchasers Always Entirely Satisfied.
FOR .1878.

Forty Thousand Machines are being built*
Steel Frames being substituted for Wrought Iron Frames.

Malleable Iron chiefly used in place of Cast Iron.
Only Five Pieces of Cast Iron m Combined Machines

(Weight thereby reduced over Three Hundred Pounds). 
v Single Reapers, or

ii
&

I
il

Ifit!. |{i]|

y

:

4

dc-tf

Immovements for 1878.

plosions—cannot be tampered 
with.

Hood or <inar<l for Furnace.—
Obviates the slightest dangerof sparks 
from furnace, and in connection with 
spark arrester makes engine fire-proof.

Heavier Wheels—Cool Hnbs.—
A non-conductor of heat, placed be
tween hub and boiler, prvents exces
sive 1 eiting.

,
a

"

■1'

WZMCEHOÜS1 ENGINE WORKS CO. BRANTPPHP, CANADA^ » ^S,
! . ;•

;■
i|4

Hr— g____ ,
al O'DELLS ROYAL CAHADIÂH 

Wmp’ROVED DOUBLE CE AR~~
Q

‘
i I
;
;

;! a1 [a‘ v

: s
Ten years’ experience has provedi 1 OUR WRINGERS

M to be the best in use. With our recent improve- 
ments we offer to buyers

j THE BEST WRINGER MADE OR IN USE.
! Sold by all principle hardware dealers in the Do

minion. Ask for it. Take no other ; or write us 
for Price List Catalogue.

Address :—

■
1
5

Engines and Boilers
FOR FARM FSE.

Hayward & Abbot,
. Gananoque, Ont.D.C.-12

.P. Engine & Iloiler, #200 I 10 II. P Engine & Boiler, S42t 
• ‘ “ 300 j 13 “ “ 400

The safest, handiest, cheapest and most econom
ic» Engine and Holer In the market.

Send for circulars to

PLANTS.! PLANTS !
<?* ADDRESS FOR CIRCULAR Grand

.Centennial Geraniums, Fuschias, Bedding Plants,. Coleus, Asters, 
Stocks, Balsams. Petunias, etc., etc.

Cauliflower, Celery, Cabbage Plants, 
other Vegetables, By mail or express.

Address, ANTHONY PEGLER,
London East P.O., Ont.

•K.DEDER1CKACO.

andAlso for

E. LEONARD & SONS, TONS JN A CAtT35
LONDON.di-tf

V.

/i

%

I

IT1

'DUMPINC, VCftR

FIRàT PRIZE
At BIx Prorinelsl Exhibitions throughout Canids :

At Great Central Fair, Guelnii; at Midland Coi«t>a 
Fair, JÇmgaton ; and at 46 Local Fairs since 1874. 

The simplest, easiest operated, and most 
perfect Rahe in the World.

in tLe °Ut ot(j>^er or bedher a farmer
sreln use in 8,00d* of these hakes, mid i.Kffs titan fifty 
VBETH were required to supply breakages during 1876.

1UD1 omly by C. M. COSSITT & BRO.,
brockvllle, Ont

ALSO MANUFACTUREES FOR 18 YEARS OF

BUCKEYE MOWERS AND SELF-RAKING REAPERS,
Threshing and Shingle Machines

Bend for Circulars. Correspondence solicited from 
Agents and Wholesale Traders, in any part of the world.4

m

Fireproof (ghainpion .<>
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