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RI D E A U C A-iN--L.

COPY of-LETER from the SECRETARY of the ORDNANCE, dated 21st May 1832,

respecting the EXPENDITURE upon the WORKS of the RIDEAU CANAL in

Canada; together with à Copy of the TREASURY MINUTE thereon.

LETTER from R. Byham, Esq. to the Right Hon. T. Spring Rice,
&c. &c. &c.

SilR, Office of Ordnance, 21st May 1832.
REFERRING you to my çommunications of the 17th and 2oth February last,

transmitting various Documènts connected with the progress of an Expenditure
upon the Works of the Rideau Canal;-

I have the honour, by command of the Master General and Board of Ordnance,
to forward to you, for the purpose of being submitted to the Lords Commissioners
of His Majesty's Treasury, a further Letter from Lieut-Colonel By on the same
subject, to which is annexed a Report from the Inspector General of Fortifications,
dated the 1Sth instant: and, as the Papers accompanying the said Letter, are ex-
tremely voluminous and would occupy a considerable period in copying, the Master
General and Board, in order to save time, are induced to send the same in original,
with the Board's request that they may be returned as soon as they can. be conve-
niently spared ;-and if it should be their Lordships' desire to be furnished with
Copies of those Documents, the Master. General and Board will order the same
to be prepared, on receiving back the Papers, with a notification of their Lordships'
wish to that effect,; and with any further communication which their Lordships
may consider it necessary to make to this Department on the subject in question.

I have the honour, &c. &e.

(signed) R. Byham.

LETTER from Lieut.-Colonel By, Royal Engineers, to Colonel Nicoltls
Commanding Royal Engineers, Canada.

Commanding Royal Engineer Office,
SIR, e Canal, 27th Feb. 1832.

NO Notifications having been made to me, that my progress Report to the
S3ist December 1830, forwarded through Colonel Durnford, Royal Engineers, has
been received bv the Inspector General of Fortifications, I have the honour of
forwarding a DuJplicate of the same for the information of the Master General and
Right honourable and Honourable Board, with additional sheets, showing the
amount expended to the 31st December 1831, and the sum required to com-
plete the Canal; also, an Abstract (Z.), exhibiting the Total Expenditure from the
commencement of that work to the 31st December last, and the amount which will
be required during the present year to conplete the Water Communication'; and
I fully expect that the Canal wiJl be opened throughout its, whole extent by the
Ist 1May next.

-Ahave,&cc

gned) John By Lieut.-Colonel Royal Engineers

54A.
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PAPERS RELATING TO

-No. 20.-

Received on 12th March, and forwarded on to the Inspector General of Forti-
fications.

(signed) Gusis Nicolls, Colonel,
Quebec, 17th March 1832. Commanding Royal Engineers, Canada.

Forwarded for the information of the Master General and Board, with reference
to my :Minute of the 4th November last, forwarding Colonel Durnford's Report of
15th July 1831.

It will be seen by a perusal of the present communication, that Lieut.-Col. By,
when he wrote this Letter, contemplated the completion of the Rideau Canal by the
first of this month; and it appears by the Abstract (Z.) that the- total expenditure
up to the.31st December 1831, was £.715,408. 15. 6., being £. 22,742. 15. 6.
more than has been voted by Parliament; and that a further sum of £. 6o,6 15. 10.
would probably be expended for the completion of the Canal, making a total of
£. 776,024. 5. 6. and an excess of £. 83,358. 5. 6. beyond what is already voted
by Parliament. I bave however to observe, that this amount only provides for
the Civil and Military Establishments, up to the date of the contemplated com-
pletion of the Work. It is therefore probable there will be further excess on this
Item (23.)

Columns 9 and 1o show the expected saving and excess on the respective Items
of the Estimate of 31 st December 1830. I have marked opposite each sum in
those columns, the number of the page in the annexed copy of Lieut.-Colonel By's
Report of 1 4th January 1831, where his detailed explanations of the causes of these
Savings and Excesses may be found.

The Surns stated necessary for Blockhouses and Land Defences (£.27,750) in-
cluded in the Abstract, do not form a part of the Canal Work, and. therefore I con.
clude from Lieut.-Colonel By's explanations, will not be expended until further
orders, although I apprehend, that the total now stated (£.803.774. 5. 6.) will
eventually be required for the completion of the Canal with Bridges and Block-
houses.

18th May 1832.

19 th May 1832.
Ordered, That these Papers be immediately sent to the Treasury, being previously

summitted to the Master General.
T. F. K.

2ist May 1832.
Approved.

J. K.

Copy of TREASJRY MINUTE, dated 25 May 1832.

MY LORDS have under their -serious consideration the Letter from the
Secretary of the Ordnance of the 21St instant, transmitting to this Board a Letter
from Colonel By, of 27th February 1832, accompanied by various explanatory
Documents and Accounts, upon the subject of the Expenditure on the Works at
the Rideau Canal to the close of 183 1, and of that required tq tomplete the Canal,
the opening of which was expected to take place in the course of the present

My Lords will take into their future consideration these voluminous Accounts
and Papers; but they cannot delay expressing their opinion to the Master Generai
and Board of Ordnance on the conduct of Colonel By in carrying on this Work.



THE RIDEAU CANAL. 3

It appears from that Officer's Letter, and from the Report of the Inspector General
of Fortifications thereon, that Colonel By had actually expended to the close of the
year 1831, £.715,408. 15. 6., being £.22,742. 15. 6. more than had been granted
for this Work by Parliament; and that without waiting for any authority from this
country, he has gone on during the present year with a further Expenditure, en-
tirely unsanctioned, and which it is stated will probably amount to £. 60,615. 10.,
making an excess of £. 83,358. 5. 6. beyond the amount granted by Parliament.
The Expenditure which wás contemplated for this' Canal, when the subject was
immediately under the consideration of the Select Committee of the House of
Commons in 1831, and the whole Expenditure for whicb any order has at any time
been given by any competent authority, is £.693,448., exclusive of £. 69,230. for
Blockhouses and Works of Defence not sanctioned. In order therefore to complete
the Work, Colonel By has, upon his own responsibility, thought proper to expend no
less than £. 82,576. My Lords assuming from these Papers that the Work has
actually been carried on to its completion, since the date of Colonel By's Letter of
February last, and that the expense has not been less than the sum at which he then
calculate .

It is im ossible for My Lords to permit such conduct to be pursued by any
public functionary. If My Lords were to allow any person whatever to expend
with impunity, and particularly after repeated increases of the original Estimate,
upon any work under his superintendance, a larger amount than that sanctioned by
Parliament and by this Board, there would be an end of ail control, and My Lords
would feel them*selves deeply responsible to Parliament. They desire, therefore,
that the Master General and Board will take immediate steps for removing Colonel
By from any further superintendance over any part of the Works for making Canal
Communication in Canada, and for placing some competent person in charge of
those Works, upon whose knowledge and discretion due reliance can be placed ; to
whom must be furnished a Statement of the Estimates and Grants, and who must
be strictly charged upon no account whatever to exceed the amount of the Grants.

My Lords further désire that Colonel By may be forthwitb ordered to return to
this country, that he may be called upon to afford such explanationas My-Lords
may consider necessary upon this important subject.

Let Copies of these Papers and of this Minute be forthwith prepared, with a
ew to their being laid before The House of Commons.

504-.à 2 ABSTRACT.



4 PAPERS RELATING TO

(Z.)-ABSTRACT, shoving the Svuis Expended during the $alf Years ending 80th June and
Total Ainount of WORKs when Complëted; with the Saviag and

2. S. 4. 5.

i. Entrance Valley & first 8 Locks-

2. From Eight Locks to Hogsl
Back - - - -f

3. Hogs Back - - - -

4. Black Rapids - - -

5. Long Island - - - -

6. Burret's Rapids - -

7. Nicholson's Rapids - -

8. Clowe's Quarry - - -

. Merrick's Mills - - -

1o. Maitland's Rapids - -

11. Edmond's Rapids & Phillip's Bay
12. Old Sly's Rapids - - -

13. Smith's Falls - -

14. First Rapids - - -

Oliver's Ferry - - -

15. Narrowe's Rideau Lake -

16. Ishmus, ditto - -
Strait between Mud & Clear ,

Lakes --- j
17. Çhaffy's Mills & Small Isthmusi

Indian Lake - - -J
18. Davies' Rapids - - -

19. Jones' Falls - - - -

Cranberry Marsh & White Fish

2o. Brewer's Upper Mill & Round)
Tail - - - -3

21. Brewer's Lower Mill - -

22. .Kingston Mills, Jacks & Billi-J
dore - - -

Rifts & Cataroque - -J
23. Civil & Military Establishment

Barracks & General Contin-
gencies - - -

24- Locks, Gates, Cills, &c. - -

25. Purchase of Land & Compen-1
sation for Damages -- f

1ESTIMATE

given to

COMMiTEE.

s.

68,413 11

43,372 17-

30,658 -

10,113 12

22,504 2

11,249 9

10,725 9

9,865 -

-7,906 10o

5,776 5

14,182 6

12,248 18

20,408 10

10,718 1

100 -,

409 10,

13,639 3

20,799 16

8,988 9

39,136 1O

1,384 -

17,219 16

11,262 19

EXPENDED

Si December 1830.

d.

4.

9

3
5
6

5

41
41
C'
7

3
104

5Î
îoèl

49,382 7 5

121,473 3 24

7,162 2 6

579,600 15 7Î

£.s.
65,567 13,

60,485 14-

33,369 17

13,131 16

33,840 10

10,652 8

13,581 7

11,434 14

17,501 14-

9,545 14.

7,152 10

17,060 16

21,171 -

14,109 18

3,269 17

20,105 9

6,709 19 41

4,325 15 74

59,531 17. .61

9,604 13 8¾

4,316 16 -4

37,981 Il 9N

87,855 3 94

13,515 13 5z

10,157 12 64

585,980 8 64

EXPENDED

31 Deceniber 1830

30 Jane 1831.

s.

4,392 12 Il

1,o58 17 -

500 6 4
828 15 8,

5,332 1 10ok

602 51

545 6 4

181 16 2

1,318 1 1
151 15 10

1,623 10 1

2,200 13 3

645 17 24

4,153 11 10

1,292 -3 34

6,813 13 2

3,360 -

1,025 --

5,797 2

220 17

3,474- 17

g,656

7,810 1o 11Î]

3,950 16

66,936 14

EX PEND ED
from 30 June

31 Decetüber 1831.

s.

487 13

1,367 16

1,202 7

9 19

1,319 13

1,250 2

988 2

1,492 9

1,197 1

687 7
247 il

2,140 1

6,469 18

2,001 7

2,0o9 16

to0 15 *34

2,83 9 101

7,728 14 I4ii

8,316 1 6¼1

1,652. 2 3>

6,255 6 104.

TOTAL
EXPENDITURES,

3t Dec. 1831.

s. d.

70,448 - 4¾

62,912 7 8

35,072 11 8.

13,970 il il

40,492 5 8¾

12,504 19 14

15,114 16 -

il,616 10 3

20,312 5 74
10,894 11 74

9,463 8 54

19,509 -. 11

23,956 19 -3
24,733 9 21

6,563 7 101

28,928 18 11

10,380 14 7Î

7,434 5 621

73,057 14 1il

18,141 12

9,443 15

53,892 19

11,198'14 îo o6,864 9

2,074 16 94

62,491

19,541

10,157

715,408 15 6

7~

Expended to the 31st December 1831. (See Column, No. ) -715,408 15

Required to complete. - - - - ditto - - 6 - - - - - 88,365.10 -

Total Amount of Canal, whericompleted, withBridges Block-houses. (See Column No. £.8Q3,774.''

1 i i

1

THE RIDEAU CANAL

Slst December cO1831 n the Total Sums Expended;the probable Suns required to complete andincrease on each Section on, Estimate Slst December 1830.
7. 86.8. 910. 1

oEQUIED T A M O U N Ttmate SAVING INCREASE Probable Sum Probable
eA.MOUNT Estimated to- on on required toCOMPLETE Wof COMPLETE, ESTIMATE, ESTIMATE, be Expended1832, PERIOD• Dm1 1eb 0 m1 to complete the ofWORKS. 31 December 18,30. Si December 1810. 1 December 1830. Navigatione COMPLETING,

. d. 
s. d.s.d

d . - d. age 'd-- 70,448 -4Î 70,4 195 3 4î2

700 - 63,612 7 8 64,079 5 4 466'17 8 54 - -Compleed,

4oo -- 35472 1 8 3,701 8-2Page --- Cmltd40035472118347048-7P717ge65 
and the Locks7 1 13,977.1065

3204 - -1-111977 -10-2 193 1 9 74 200, -- have been re-42 58ï 38,52519 7-1,500 - - 44,2492 8,5253,69 5e766 6 i l90 3,400 · - peatedly filled
1,500 - - 14,904 198 4 3 1 - 306 14 9 99 ,5o - - &Steam Boats

4,300 - - 16,414 16 - 14-660 1,754 - 4 9 900 passed.
400 12,01i610 3, 11529 14 - - - 48616 21172,0502,--252,36256 

-7'1 8,905 
17 7*f1331,500 - 12,394 7 11,102 17 2 - - - 1,915 14 4 147. 1,00 -,8oo - i- 11,263 8 .5 12,039 4 - 775 15 155 -

900 - - 20,409 - l, 19,527 - 6 ¾ 
,88241676 00

4,900 - - 28,856 19 -2 33,17 3. 3î 30 367179 9001,900 - - 26,633 9 24 20,896 4 2 4 3 4 3 7 - 40-AStea

, -- 6 7 6-- Boat may pass14000 .7,563-7103 6,529 5.I- - 1,034 2 82 196 1,000 - theseWorkson
.2,650 - -- 31578 18 11 28,049 13 1A ¾e 3,529 4 11 207 2,650 -- thbreaking

u"pof the ice,

5,80 14 7 11,075.17 5 - 1,80417 2b 
t17 tewl4 -- , ,9 1not be com-1,400-" 6j8,396 5l'O- - 437 19 7 224 1,oo - - pleteduntil

7;300 - - 80,357 14 11Î 77,342 10 i - - - 3,015 4 44 ¾42 6,goo the 1st May

next. -2,700 - - 20,841 12 3Î 18,754' 9 2î - - 2,087 3 1 252 2000
1,400 - - 10,843 1 3 9339 12 

262 1,000
5 49,39 21,50431261,o

6,400 - - 60,292 19 34 52,972 11 3 - - - 7,320 711¾277 6,400

3,415 10 - 110,279 19 8 98,736 16 7-14)543 3 63,415 10-

3,600 - 23,141 6 10 i8,67o 15 511 J-4>470 Il 51 297.2,60
34,650- - 44,807 12, 6 10,151 12 63-

- 34,650 -- 296 141,000-

88,365 o10 803,774 5 6 719074 5 2 5,798 - 11 90o498i 3 60,615 10 -

)un equred to conmpete inclgde vid al0, o, being for the purchase of land reqoired for nmilitary purposesthe Progress teor ofr daastec ddualewnib3sustan fom the constriuction of the Canal, not providedt rhré Reort*of 3îit.ecemberý~q~ .- 
.: - -.-..j-Amount required to complete the Navigation in 1832-46,615 10 .For the purchase of Land, and Compenísation to Individuals - - - 4,000 £.

For Block Houses Bridges, &c. whih may afterwards be constructed 75 60,615 10
rds b n27,750 -7-750For. Co'mpensation to Individuals for Damages - -2,0

Tota Ainunt- - -. - £. 88,365 10

23 Feb. 1832. (signed) John By, Lieut.-Col. Royal Engineers, ConmsRideau CanaI.


