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istiy of Ibe Catliolic priesl is linked with the dcai-oKt aK.socia-

lionn of Catliolic life. The priewt baptizes the new born infant,

and thus niaken it a child of God, and an heir of the Kingdom
of Heaven; he unfolds to the youn^ mind the mysteries of the

Kingdom of Heaven, and teaches it those gi-eat truths that flame

out like beacons of salvation on the darksome Journey of life;

ho causes the child to he enrolled, through coTifirmation, amongst

tlio soldiers of Jesus Christ, and thus equips him for warfare

against the enemies of salvation. When the sinner comes heavy-

laden with the burden of guilt and of soi-row, which is ever its

companion, the priest of God receives him like the Father of the

Prodigal, foi-gives him his sins through the Sacrament of Pen-

ance, and through this wondrous mystery of reconciliation, re-

stores him to the friendship of his heavenly Father and to the

peace and protection and privileges of his Father's house. But

the ])riest not only takes up this poor wounded traveller of life,

whom he finds robbed and wounded by the wayside of sin and

error; he cares tenderly for him; he pours the oil and wine of

Christ's healing merits into his wounded soul; he feeds him

with the bread of life—the body and blood of Christ—and thus

enables him to reach the land of promise—the kingdom of God's

eternal happiness. The priest comfoils and relieves the poor;

he consoles the afflicted and sorrow-stricken ; he brings the peace

of Christ into families torn by dissensions ; he reconciles neigh-

bors who had become estranged ; he admonishes and reproves

the eriing; he encourages the wavering; and by word and ex-

ample he points out to all his flock the road that leads to

Heaven and to happiness. A.nd when sickness enters the home-

stead, and when medical aid is impotent to stay the ravages of

disease, and to assuage the pains of illness, the priest, the physi-

cian of the soul, comes and ministers to the mind diseased, heals

the infirmities of the soul, consoles and fortifies the dying Chris-

tian with the Sacraments of Christ, reconciles him to death as

coming from the will of God, and thus by his Christian minis

trations makes death a sacred and holy thing, and the gate that

opens into a happy eternity. When the poor body, cold and

lifeless, is borne to the Church, amid the tears of friends and the

sympathetic regrets of neighboi's, the priest is there to offer up

the holy sacrifice for the soul that is gone, to beseech for it
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etorntil rest and liylit |)(M-|K'liiiil, uiul by Imly prayors and solemn

benedictions (<) coiniiiit tlie mortal remains to the gnai-diaiiship

of tlu! f'()iis(M'iated un-ave. TliiH, JVoin ilie cradle to (he ^c>"!ive, in

oni" joys and soitows, ii> the ejxxdis that marU the pathway ol

our (existence, with the dearest associations and the deepest in-

terests ot'oiir lives, the ministiy ol" the Catholic ])rie>t is most

intimately connected and intertwined. what an unspeakable

treasui-e then is the ijood and holy priest! What u liappiness to

the Church ! What a )*riceloss Ijlessino- t(» the parish oi' i-emote

mission .in whi<di lie ministers! Such a ])riest is one ol' the

/.^n-eatest ;;'il'ts that (lod can bestow on a Christian people. During

life his minisli-y is fruitful in untold l)lessiugs, and oven after

death, his memory, in"s woi-ds, his example, his works remain to

console, to bless, to lortii'y and to sanctify innumerable souls.

O, Supreme Pastor, the author and finisher of our faith, have

pity on Thy peojile and send forth priests according to 'J'hy Divine

heart into Thy vineyard. 'J'his country is already white with

un abundant harvest of i)recious souls; deign in Thine infinite

mere} to send foi-th worthy and numerous woi-kmen into this

rich liarvest; ins])ire (/atholic Jiiothers with the holy resolution

of rearing sons for the service of Thy holy altar, and th-j ministry

of salvation; speak to the hearts of genei'ous youths, and cal!

them to the i-anks of Thy Priesthood, and finally put it into the

hearts of our faithful people to be noble and generous in their con-

tributions, so as to help in the holy work of educating the Priest-

hood. St. Dionysius iustlv remarks, that it is the most divine of

all divine works, to co-operate with (lod in the salvation of souls;

and oui' people thus co-operate when they dedicate their sons

to God, in the holy office of the Priesthood; oi* when, by their

generous offerings, they conti'ibuto to the advancement of eccle-

siastical eJhi cat ion.

There are some parents in this countr}- who will make any

sacrifices to enable their sons to study law oi medicine, or to

enter into commercial business; but who will do little or nothing

for the sons who ma}* be willing to study for the holy Priest-

hood. The faith and charity of such parents must be very weak
and cold. In the ages of faith, and still, in many European

countries, Catholic mothers would prefer seeing their sons min-

istering at '^lod's altar than in the high<'st positions of worldly
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honor. Can it bo said that it is (ho doniesl wish of iho mother's

heart, in this country, to hgo her son a priest ? It is a very bad

sifjjn of the spiritual life ot a peo])Io when they do not supply a

Priesthood drawn from their own sons. The best r.nd most

faithful seed muNt decay and die if it gets little or no noui-ish-

nient from the soil into which it i-^ cast.

It can truly be affirmed that the Church will never be fii'mly

established in this country until itposseswes a native Priesthood

—

until it is interlaced with the feelin;i^s,alfections, and natural habits

ot the peo[)le— until, in Hue, it is made "i-acy of the soil," lik.e some

i^iant oak tint has ^I'own gradually up in our forests, spreading

its roots abroad, and driving them deep into the soil and deriving

therefrom its sap and nourishment, until it has acquired the

sturdy sti'ength and magnificent ])roportions and fadeless dura-

bility that bid defiance to the fier(;est storms.

We, therefore, most earnestly enti-eat Christian pai'onts to

encourage those of their children whom God may call to

the high and holy life of the Priesthood, and to help them ac-

cording to their means, to I'each that cherished object of their

heai'ts.

Wo exhort the pastors of souls to have special care of tho

youner boys who, in their ojiinion, i;ive signs of a divine voca,

tion to the Holy IVEinistr}"; to encourage and befriend them-

and lead them on to piety and tlie love of God.

Finally, we call on pastors and people to co-operate in making
tho annual collection for ecclesiastical etlucation a generous

one. Each famil\' in the Diocese ought to conti'ibuto, at least)

fifty cents annually foi- this ])urpose. This sum is, in itself, in-

significant, and w luld not be oppressive to the poorest families,

but yet, in the aggregate, it would create a fund which would

enable the Jiisho]), not only to educate theological student-, but

also to encourage and help desei'ving students who are not so

far advanced, and who have little or no means of prosecuting

their studies; and there ai'o many such in the Diocese.

We <'ontidentl_y count upon jiriests and people to co-opei'ate

loyally and heartily with us in this important matter, and thus

enable us to discharge efficiently one of the weightiest and most

essential duties (if nuv oi)iscopal office.
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Wc appoiul a list ol' the recoiptH received lant year from

each mission, for the ecclosiasticiil education fund ; wo ii^ko

Hiibjoin an accountof the e.\))en(iit»re. It will be seen that the

expenditni'C oven tor theological Htudents is in excess of the re-

coi])tH, It will also he seen that many missions are sadly remiss

in theii- dutA' in this matter. .

To show how dift'erently Catholics act elsewhere, it will suf-

tico to state that, in the neighboring Diocese ot Detroit, the sum
of cii^ht thousand dollars, we have learned, was raised Inst year

for tho purpose of Ecclesiastical Education.

We trust, therefore, that in a matter ot such extreme impoi--

tance our Catholic people will henceforth do their duty, and

thus bring upon themselves and families the abundant blessings

of God.

This Pastoral shall be read in all our churches on the first

Sunday after its reception, c/ as soon afterwaids as possible.

We wish the clergy to preserve this Pastoral, with the view

of reading it each year on tho occasion of the collection for

Ecclesiastical Education.

May the peace of God, which surpassoth all understandincr,

keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Given under our Hand and Seal, at St. Peter's Palace, Lon-

don, on this the 10th of July, A. D. 1880.

I- JOHN WALSH,

, Bishop of London.

By order of His Lordship,

MICHAEL J. TIEENAN,
Secretary ad hoc.

P. S.—The Rev. Clergy are hereby notified that the Ecclesi-

astical retreat, which they are required to attend, will begin this

year at Mount Hope, on Monda}'^, the 6th of September next.

1 JOHN,

Bishop of London.

u •̂la-
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.

.
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Chatham, Jnue G .

.

Corunna, Sep. 17..

Kincora, " 18 .

.

Goderich, " 15..

Irishtown, Aug.& " 18..

Tngernoll

,

Maidstone, " 10..

Mount Carmel, " " .

.

Painacourt, " 15..

Sandwich,

Sarnia, " 10..

St. Anns, Jan. 2.S..

St. Francis, Sep. 1(> .

,

St. Joneph, " 18..

St. Marys. JiUy 22.,

St. Thomas, Sep. 1«..

Stoney Point, " 17.,

-Stratford, July 17.

Strathroy, Sep. 17.

Windham, July 15.

Windsor, " 17.

Woodstock, Sep. 18.

Wyoming, .
" IC.

Park Hill, " 17.

Woodslee, July 4.

Fh. Settlement,

Wallacehurgh, Sep. 18.

London,

Parisliefl.

20 (K)

8 50

50 no

. . . 120 (R)

31 00

Expenses.
187V>.

Feh. 11, ToSeniinarianH.. 1^20 00

28, •' " .

.

;«) 00

Apl. 17, " " .

.

18 m
Sep. 10, " " .

.

45 00

Nov. 4, " Seminary bill, 889 18

4, " CarlowCoUege 102 78

4, " Mt. Mellai7 .

.

48 94

(')4 00 ': June 2-1, " St. Michael's

40 58
I

112 50
I

j

40 00
I

70 (X) i

24 (Hi
I

25 38
i

41 00
I

20 00
:

27 GO
i

7 i\S^:

67 50
i

35 00 i

10 00 I

100 00

20 00
!

50 00

25 GO
;

38 00
[

30 00
!

24 45

25 00

:

1G8 75

College 2G2 08

Total amount expended. .$1,4|5 98

received.... 1,298 91

«1.298 91 i To bal. due to Bishop $117 07
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