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Hnsttine for Foung Badies,

CONDLCTBD D‘Y THE

REV. DR. HAMILTON AND HIS DAUGHTERS,

53 McGILL (COLLEGE AVENUE,

MORTREAL.

TaE Institute occupies a commodious Building in Oxford Terrace,
MeGill College Avenue, which is.onc of the fivest and healthiest parts of
the city.

The main object of this Institute is to give a solid and practical
education. A portion of Seripture is read and explained every moraing,
as the first lesson of the day. Lectures on English Literature, Botany,
&e., are given by the Principal, whose personal and unremitting attention
is devoted to the School.  Spelling, Writing, Composition, and Reading,
are taught with much care. Lessons in Gymmastics are given on the
improved system of Dr. Dio Lewis.

"Che Boarders are treated in all respects as members of the family,
and much atiention is bestowed on their health and manners, but
especially. on their moral and religious trainiug. ’

The pollowing heferences, Lerms, and Cestimonials are respectfuliy

submitted.

REFERENCES:

Rev. Dr. WILKES, Rev. Dr. TAYLOR, Rev. Prof. LiLLIE, D.D., Rev. Dr. Inviwg, Rev.
J. B. Boxag, Rev. D. H. McVicar, Montreal; Rov. Wat. Rxip, Toronto; Rev. WiLL1ax
COCERANE, Brantford; Rev. A. ¥. Kxxe, Windsor; Rev. J.’R. 8XY¥TH, Grafton; Jorx
RepraTH, Ecq., Vice-President Bank ot Montreal; Wa. Workxay, Esq., President City
Bank; Jouy MiLLER, Esq, GEorGe Browy, Esq., Montresl; J. R. DICK3ON, Esg.,-M.D.
Kingston; Hon. JORN- R038; ROBERT REFORD, Esq., C. 5. PATTERSON, Esq., Toronto;
ramr Low, Exq., W. T. YARWO00D, Esq., Picton; G. C. GROs8, Esq.. Whitby, ¢ H
WATEROUR, Esq., Brantford; RosErT EpMoxsox, Esq. 31D, Brochvile, RomRT &
JaxES CRAIG, Esgs., Cornwall, DR. HOLDEX, Belleville.



TERMS, &c.

L'he School-year is divided-into Four Terms or quarters :—

AUTUMN TERM,..ovieeirenainienennnas 1st September to 15th November.
WINTER  ©  coceeeverrenne ceesvenre-16th November to 31st January.
SeRING, 1 e coareee 1st Rehryary to 15th ;A.p‘ril.' ’
Summer ¢ seetsese st 16th April to 30th June.

The course of Instruction embraces the English, Latin, and French
Languages, History, Geography, Arithmétic, Algebra, General Science;

Drawing, Penmanship, and Gymnastics.
i1

o the menthers of the SENIOR CLASS, instruction is

given-in allthe 2bove, viveeeunieretinniniiiiiniiinnnans $10.00 per qr.
The Course for the J'UNIOR CLASSES, includes Fng-
Tish Stu(ues, with Druwmv and Gymoastics, . ...... 8.00 «
ijcp’}gat:o:x'y ‘Cl‘ass? st e 6.00 «
'}B_Qg\;ding, Tuition, and '\Yas‘hit}g,......,...........‘ .......... 65.00
IXTRAS. y
Pi-mo,...._.. T PP PP reeneereer 10.00 €
Use of Piano, . . 200 «
Singing in Class, (by Professor) rreeervneirreenans 200 «
Seat in Chureh,....eennivanenne. Vb eererereeeieniee s veeeas 160 «

£25~ Bach Boarder is espected to bring a Silver Spoon and Fork, also
four Table Napkins and a:Ring, six Towels,.two pair of Sheets, and two
Pﬂlow Cases.

x@' Tor further partxculars addre,,s,
' BEV WM HAMILTON DD
MONMEAL.



TESTIMONIALS.

ROYAL BELFAST AGALEMICAL lse‘rn‘u'rw.\' 20th Feby., 1816,

‘The Board of Masters of tho Royal Belfast, Academical. Iustitution feel hound to
testify that tho Ttev. Win. Hamilton (now ut Picton, Canada West,) Iaboured with
80 much diligence and success, as the teacher of 2 private ncndemy in this town,
that he was elected Head Master of the Lngheh Dopar(ment in this Tnstitution, ﬂmt
as our colleague he presided over his school with laudabl duity and b
interest;.that-hewas 2 strict disciplinarian and a faithful gudrdian or tho morals of
youth, that lie wasthe warmand zealous advocate of sound and Scriptural education,
and that he voluntarily ms:gned his appointment, whils: he was continuing to resp
the fruits of his useful labours, in order-to engage in tho more covgenial employ-
ment of the sacred ministry.

(Signed,)
JAMES G. MURPHY, LL.D.,
And by all the other Masters.
YuiLapeLrmia, July 25th, 1864,
In early lifo Dr. Hamiiton's scholastic training, was most, HisnAca-

demicaland Collegiate course developed his fine natural powers, and he stood pre-
ceminent for his attainments English and Ancient Classical Literature. He soon
therefore, took his placeat the head of one of themost important educational Insti,
tations in h:s native Jand, where he fully justified the high expectations of his
frieiids. Sinco his settlement in this countiy ho Has ¢stablished hiy reputation both
in tho Colleges of the Western Statesand in other ficlds of labour, where he has held
ofitce, for-wido range of Lnowledge, accuracy of information, fine capacity for im.
parting instruction arising from his happy power of analysis, and his great euthu-
sinsm in_the Muster’s or Professor’s chair.

. WM. BLACKWOOD. D.D.,

Tastor of the Ninth Presbyterian Church,
Philadelphis.

‘Toroxro, 10th November, 1863.

1 have known the Rev. Willinm Hamilton since the year 1847. Provious to this
time be was Head Master of the English Department in the Royal Belfast Académ-
icaldnstitution. Tlislacrative situation he resigned on being appointed missionary
to Canada, by the Colonial Committee of the Free Church of Scotland. I had fre-
quent and familiar intercourse with him while he was Minister at Picton, in this
Province, and formed a very xugh opinion of his talents as a prcacher, and his m‘,‘
talnments ¥s-d scliolar. . L

WILL!AM GIU.(:G
Minister of Cooke’s Church, Toronto,
A s

From ‘Rov. N. L: Rice, D.D., Pastoraofthe Presbyterian Church 5th Anem:c,.New
}orl», an(?/bnm}rl ly I’mfcssor in the Théological Semindry at l‘ ati.

I have been acquainted with' the Rov. Wm: Hamilton for several yenrs, and par-
ticuldrly-ag an Tristructor- fnithe- Clucinnati Theologleal. Seminary.;eand:it-affords
e plehstire to kxpressmy highiregard. forhimeas s Christiaii-gentleman: andras.a
"Cladsialséholar; ' Trhave entire confiderico'inhis qualitications-to give-satisfaction
jiliany’department of instruction inwwhich he may bs disposcd-to ongﬂge.» A%

TN e N- RICI',




To REvV, PROFESSOR HAMILTON, from the Faculty of Hanover College,
N ,HANovER COLLEGE, Indiana, April 7th, 1854,

My DEAR BiRtoTixzr ITaMitroN;—Thoe brethren of tho faculty-with: whom' you
have associated during the past two years, desire'rne *to express' thoir very-high
regard for you, aa n gcholar, a gentloman, o teachor, and a Chiristian Minis(er.

THOS.:E. THOMAS, D.D,
President Hanover Colfege.

By order of the Faculty,

N — -

Ruv. R. 3. Brycr, LL.D., Principal of the Belfust Academy,
BeLFAST ACADEMY, March 23, 1839,

Mr HadirToN possesses & remarkable power of inspiring his pupils with his
own ardour in purguit of & favourite study. ‘he amount of work doue by the young
people composing his higher classes, and the quantity of intellectual improvement
attained by them, under the infl of the entl with which their teacher
had imbued them, have often surprised and delighted me.

, R. J. BRYCE.

,&rom REV. SAMUEL DAVIDSON, LL.D., Author of several important works on Bibli.
cal. Literature, . ,
BErrasT, February 12, 1839.

Ihave long been nequa!n:e& with the Rev. WiLLraxHasnrtoN., He'entered
College with mo, and we were in several of the classes together. Since the timo ho
tinished his Collegiate courso, I have not ceased to by intorested in his welfare and
advancement. He Is an ablo and successful instructor ot youth. His academic
career was distinguished by his emi in written composition, and by his supe-
riority in clocution. e has had muoh experiencein teaching, and he takes delight
in the employment which he seoms to have selected as tho business of his life. Hav-
ing the happy art of arresting the attention and engaging the affections of his pupils,
he succeeds in iinpressing on their minds those lessons which he wishes to commu.
nicate.

SAMUEL. DAVIDSON.

—

Z'rom REV. RoBERT WILSON, D.D., Professor of Biblical c&-iticiém in the Theologi-
tdl Seminary, Belfast.

Leaving others to testify to the general matters which go to make up Mr,
I1axrLToN's undoubted compotency, I would direct attention to one point, a3, in
my opini inlly worthy of ideration. Having resided for some timo
-under the samne roof with him, I think I know the secrot of his success in the educa-
tion of youth—it i3 simply this —He is one of the most devoted and éniixusi}lstic
teachers 1 huve evor known. He s giftod with a tare facility of throwing hiswholo

- beart into his-teachings. I romembor having been particularly struck with.the in-
cessant and-warm activity of his.miod, during-what many would have. considered

+houry: of leisuro and recreation, in, forming new, plans for. awakening.the iiiiércét,
-and gaining or securing: tho.attention of hig pupils. Of & teacher. s0.qualified and
withsuch untiring ardour in his Pprofession, I would expross my.firm convigtion, il;at
wherever he labours, he must be successful. ’ T )

ROBERT WILSON.



THE DEVIL'S
BY REV. W. B.

“Doth Job serve God for naught?” was
the charge which the accuser of the brethren
insinuated against that good man. But the
event disproved the charge, aud showed that
it was & malignant calumpy. It was true
that God had not allowed Job to serve him
fer aaught ; but it was pot true that,in his
service of Him, he had been actuated ex-
closively by a low, selfish regard to the ad-
vantages of piety. These are not to be
overlocked. God does not ask us to over-
look them. Hz NEvER aLrows His PEopLE
T0 SERVE HIM FOR NAUGHT.

It is to him that we are indebted for every-
thing which we possess, and, therefore, he has
amply paid us beforchand for everything
which we may do for him ; but still, for all
that, he pays us for everj piece of work we
do for him. He will not suffer himself to be
a debtor to any of his creatures, and every
time we do a special job for God He will
give us ample payment, in one way or other.

"By some turn of His providence, which the

wise and observant may understand, He will
put us in the way of obtaining abundant
blessings.  “ Godlinessis profitable unto all
things, having the promise of the life that
now i, as well as of that which is to come.”
And if we look around us in the world, we
will generally see the blessing of God abiding
upon His people. We do not say that this
is always the case, for pious people may be
deficient in the energy and vigor which are
necessary to success in life; and as God
works by general laws, if we do not conform
to them we must suffer the consequences.—
But we will go farther than this, and say, that
GOD PAYS EVEN THE UNGODLY WHEN THEY DO
His WORK, IN SUCH WAGES AS THEY APPRECI-
ATE.

‘Woe frequently see the ungodly.living in
the possession of rank, and position and riches
in this world, and in the enjoyment of all the

Vor. VI.

VOLUNTEERS.
OLARK, QUEBEC.

comforts which wealth can procure. But
this does not arise from the fact that they aro
ungodiy, but from the operation of wise gen-
eral laws, established by God, which have
been taken advantage of. Such men may
: haveioherited these things; or, by their own in-
{ dustry and self-denial, and decision, and tal-
j ents, they may have acquired them for them-
selves. = They have been well-doing in certain
respects, and the ungodly reap the benefit of
this just as well as others. When the wick-
ed succeed in life it is not because of their
wickedness, but because of their well-doing
in certain respects, for Ged does not with-
hold from the wicked the reward of their
well-doing.

But farther, God sometimes employs the
wicked to do His strange work, as he used
Nebuchadnezzar to do his work of judgment
upon the nations, and paid him for it, too,
by the conquest and spoils of these people.
Thus, then, ungodly men, in as far as they do
well, receive the reward of their well-doing
in this world. Just as God makes His sun
to shine on the unjust as well as the just, so,
when the wicked take advansage of hisbene-
ficient laws, and comply with their gracious
provisions, they receive the full benefit of
them. And when he employs them to do
special work of judgment for Him, he pays
them for their labor. And it is the wicked
whom he generally employs to be his execu-~
tioners : the righteous he reserves for more
dignified and honorable employment,

How different is it with.Satan, who charg-
ed Job with selfishness in his religion.—
Sometimes, indeed, he does not pay his ser-
vants for doing his work. But wurx THE
DEVIL PAYS HIS SERVANTS FOR DOING HIS
WORE, IT 1S WITH COUNTERFEIT MONEY THAT HE
PAYS THEM.

All sin may Le considered the work of Sa-
tap, and those whe commit it are helpingto

No. 4.
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carry out his schemes, They may have no | they are paid in, which will not pass carrent
such intention, and laugh at the very iden of [ in heaven's market place, and purchase true
this. They may be working each for his own i happiness and lasting enjoyment. Bui Sa
hand, aud secking to accomplish only their tan not only cheats his dupes with counter-
own purposes ; but for all that, they are do- | feit mouoy, BE OFTEN 50 INFATUATES THEM AS
ing the devil’s work, whethor they are cob- | To INDUCE THEX TO SERVE HIM FOR NAUGHT.

scious of it or not. * And pay of a certain| Thisis the case with profane swearers, who
gort he gives them too. When men indulge | seem to be wicked merely for the sake of
in sin, they are tempted by the plensure or! being so. It is difficult to see what object
prospect of gain, which it affords them. And; they can have in their profanity. If they
that there is a certain pleasure connected | would reflect for & moment they could hardly
with many kinds of sig, it were useless to, fail to see that they have nothing to gain by
deny. And this may be regarded as the pay; the practice, and scarce any assignable pur-
which the devil gives his servants. But look | pose which they can hope to accomplish by

at it, turn it over in your band, and consider | t. The drunkard has a taste to grahfy, anin-

it, and you will soon see that it is counterfeit
coin—a miserable imitation of that pure and
permanent happiness which the pursuit of
true and rational emjoyment,in a pure and
legitimate way, brings along with it.

They seek the sweets of social intercourse,
and they aro taken in with the revelry and
wild excitement of the festive board. Would
you have a proof of the counterfeit nature
of the enjoyment which Satan palms off upon
his victims for happiness? Look at that
one, on the morning after a night’s revelry;
the sick stomach, the aching head, the empty
purse, and the reproaching conscience, all
testify not only to the counterfeit but de-
structive nature of the wages in which they
have been paid. But we have not done.
If the spell is not broken, and the victim
rescued, you will seo him again, the miser-
able wreck of what he was, with situation
lost, character blasted, means squandered,
health broken,—a grief aud disgrace to his
friends, & worthless waif, without an object
and without an aim, a burden to himself,
tossed about in wretchedness, till a prema-
ture grave buries him ouf of sight.

It is much the same with all the differ-
ent kinds of pleasure which Satan provides
for those who seek enjoyment in an unlaw-
fal way. And those who, with open eyes,
rush info decided and unmistskeable sin,
or who deliberately plan and execute trans-
gression, with & view to the benefits which
it promises,—~do they1eally profit by the in-
jquity ? No; itis only counterfeit coin which

satiable longing to satisfy, a consuming de-
sire for company and excitement, which af-
ford him pleasure at the time; the liar may
have somethinz to conceal, which, if discov-

1 ered, would be injurious to him, and he lies

to hide it, or Le lies from very vanity, te mag-
pify bimself or to accomplish some object
which he thinks desirable; and the dishonest
man has the hope of gain for a temptation;
—Dbut the swearer has nothing to gain by his
wickedness, no pleasure to gratify, no enjoy-
ment however short to procure, and no pur-
pose to accomplish. Mo insults God to His
face, and dares him to do His worst, without
the poor excuse of having something to gain
for his wickedness. “ What does Satan pay
you for swearing?” said o shrewd man once
to a person whom he heard using profane
language. “He does not pay me anything,”
was the reply:  “Well,” the good man con-
tinued, “you work cheap; to layaside the
characier of .a gentleman, to inflict so much
pain on your friends and civil people, and
lastly, to risk losing your own precious scul,
and all for naught! You certainly do work
cheap, very cheap indeed.*

It is probable that there may be some
gwearers among our readers, and if so, we
would remonstrate with them wupon their
folly in making such sacrifices and running
guch tremendous risks, and all for naughf.—
‘Why not try to get something for your pains?
‘Why not say to your master as Peter did to

* South Western Baptist,
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hig, ‘‘Behold, we have forsaken all, and fol- ) nation, the everlasting pe:dition of a lost
lowed thee; what shall we have, therefore?” | soul, the exposwre to the wrath and curse
You have forssken good breeding, civility, of an Omnipotent God, ibronghout eter ity;
common sensg, the fear of God, respect for’aud yet they can make light of this, and
the good, regard for your friends, and alllinvoko it on themselves and others. Very
reasonable prospect of heaven; and surely | often, they may not mean what they say ;
this is too much to do for nothing. Peter'but God will not be mocked, and very like-
had a noble object in view in forsaking all '. ly may take them at their word.

for Jesus. He expectod o chief Slace in! But there is another class of swevers,
His kingdom.  And perhaps you expect & who donot procead Lo such ex.asses a3 these,
chief place in your Master's kingdom. Well, | who will find men to palliate, if not to jus-
be it 50, but remember that this implies also | yify their conduct. They will swear by God
o chief placo in hell, a foremost place in the | oy the most trifling occasions, thus wot culy
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ranks of the damned; and if so, a first place
also in agony, and remorse, and everlasting
despair.

‘We hear much of Volunteers now-a-days, |
of young men who have nobly volunteered to !

defend their country against foreign ageves-
sion, and they are deserving of all praise,
and worthy of all enconragement. But Sa-
tan has his volunteers too. He tauntingly
agked God concerning His servant, *Does
Job serve God for navght 2”

‘We have endeavored to show you that the
Lord neither asks, nor expects Hig people to
gerve him for nought. BHut Satan both asks
or succeeds in getting men to do so: Tu
this class profane swearers belong. They are
the Devil's Volunteers. They volunteer their
service to him, in his warfare against holiness,
purity, and righteousness ; and what is more,
they not only volunteer, but they serve at
their own expense. Miserable mep, they may
think that their mountain standeth secure ;
but they are on the losing side ; and if they
repent not, will perish among the hosts of
the ungodly.

‘With regard to the more advanced class of
swearers, there are few who would venture to
justify them., The man who'can pray God to
damn the soui of a neighbour, or even to
damo his own goul; is justly regarded as a
daring und wicked blasphemer. And the per-
gon Wwho expresses & determination to be
damued, sooner than submit to some trifling
inconvenience, can hardly be regarded as any
bettor. Of what awful folly are these men
guilty; what tremendous wickedness do they
commit? They profess tfo believe in dam-

profaniug Lis holy pame, but virtually calliog

. him to witness their folly, or their anger.

There is another class of men who are
not altogether destitute of the fear of God,
- who have still some sense of propriety, and

1 some regard to public opinion; and though
! these may not indulge in the grosser kind of
. profane swearing, yet seck as they think to
; givo emphasis to their expressions by what
j can be regarded ouly as au oath. They do
» not take the great name of God in vain, but
they swear by Jupiter, or Jove. If this
means anything, it is a small act of idofatry.
"They know that Jove was the chief of the
heathen gods, and to swear by Lim is virtnally
to acknowledge their belief in him, and to
worship him. Many who use the expression,
would shrink from such an idea, and reject
all belief in Jove, and disclaim the imputa-
tion of worshiping him. What, theo, do
they mrun by appealing to him? Nothing,
some may perhaps say. And what is this
but to write themselves down as profane
fools, by using language to which they attach
no meaning? :

Others there are who donot appeal to an
exploded heathen god, but swear by o dead
king. “By George” isnot ¢ very uncommon
espression among people who profess some
regard for religion, who would resent being
classed among unbelievers, and would fain
tako their place among the Lord's people.—
They put on their dress, and wish to imitate
them; but some breath of anger ruffles them,
or somo slight breeze of excitement sweeps
past and blows aside the skirt of their upper
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garment, and Satan's livery appears beneath.
Others there are whose Christian character
we would not question, but the beauty of
whose discipleship.is marred by thoughtless
expressions to which they do not attach avy
meaning, but which were originally used by
those who meant them for an oath. Such
exclamations are, My gracious! my faith! my,
my! My what? We would not like to use

unkind languege in regard to good people, |
who mean no evil by these senseless expres-;
sions; but they give a harsh person ground ,
to say, that the desire to swear was in their
hearts, only they wanted couvage to give full |
expression to the oath with their lips.

Swearing has been common in all ages, but
this does not make the guilt of it any less.—
Initsleast offensive forms, it was very common
among the Jews, and was noticed particalarly
and condemned by our Saviour. ¢ Swear
pot at all,” said 1Te; © neither by heaven, for
it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it,is
His footstool; neither by Jerusalem, for it is
the city of the great king. Neither shalt
thou swear by thy head, because thou canst
not meke one hair white or black. But let
your commupication be yea, yea; nay, nay:
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of
evil” Here, then, is the commard of our
Tiord and Master, who, though crucified on
Calvary, is now reigning in glory, invested
with all power in heaven and on earth.—
He most emphatically condemns ail swear-
ing, and says, “Let your communications
be yes, yea; nay, nay.”

TReader, will you obey him, and thus show
that,you believe in him, and love him? Then
you will forever cease all swearing. Do you
refuse to obey himt Then you must make
up your mind fo have your portion umong
his encmies, throughout eternity, in those
dismsl regions of horror and despair, where
the swearer may swear his fill, and hear his
oaths mingling among the, howlings of des-
pair, and the mprecations of the seduced
agaivst their deceivers, nnd the weeping and
wailing and gnashing of teeth, which will
be resounding for ever throughout the dark

pit of interminable despair.
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SHALL I GO TO THE OPERA?

Charlic A is about sixteen yerrs
of age. [Iis parents ave considered rich.
He has attended tho best schools; and has
every opportunity for improvement and
enjoyment that the son of wealthy pareuts
could desire; and Chatlie is a Christian.
He loves to pray. e has been received
into the church as a member, and reads
carefully the Bible to learn how a young
Christian ought to live. Ho is really s
beautiful example in his daily life for old-
er persons.

This does not make Charlie an unpleas-
ant companion. Everybody seems to
love Lkim. He is anxious to make all
around him happy. Heis full of inno-
cent fun. e enjoys a good round laugh
as well as auy littlo gentleman that X know.
But he is as true to his conscience and to
the Bible as the ueedle of the compass is
to the North Pole.

In a Jarge company of young friends,
collected one evening at the residence of a
gentlemau of weallh, a young lady asked
him “if he had been to hear Forrest.”
She referred to Edwin Forrest, the noted
actor, at that time eugaged at one of the
most popular theatres of the city.

“0 no!” said Charlie.

“What! have not heard Forrest?"

“No, vever.”

“Everybody hears him.”

I have nct.”

“Why have you not heard him.”

«I do not atterd the theatve.”

The buzz of conversation ceased around
the young lady and Charlie. They were
anxious to hear how be would come out
of the discussion. They were all his-
companions, very fashionable young peo-
ple, attended the same church, many of
them, and it wasa trying plnca for the
young protestant sgainst the theatre—
But he stoed his ground without flinching
or blushing, He had a reason for his
course, which he was perfecly willing to

ve.

“You attend the opera sometimes, do
you not#” his elegantly dressed and beau-
tiful questicner continued.

«Never!” was the unhesitating answor.

“What objection have you to going¥
Church members go,” continued the

’
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young lady, determined uot to give over
her catechisin until she had drawn Charlie
into close quarters.

Noy, Charlic might have very naturally
und properly answered, “My parents do
not approve of my going,” as a young
person would if he had no other reason to
* offer. But Charlie did his own thinking,
aund worked out the conclusion in his own
mind from what he had seen with his own
eyes. He might have said that he had
heard that the influence of such places
was anything but good ; that many young
persons were ruined by them; that very
vile persons, as well as those that were re-
spectable, attended them; that the charac-
ter of play-actors was said to be very bad;
that many of the popular plays and operas
were decidedly immoral; all this he might
have said, but he had not been over this
inhis own mind. But he did say this,
and some older persons beard him, and
were struck with his answer:

. “I have noticed this,” said Charlie,
. “that the best persons I know—the truest
Chlirisusns—those that are doing the most
good, and are the most activein the religi-
ous services—never attend such places. I
have also noticed that those that do go
are not fond of prayer-meetings, and are
not those found labouring in the Sunday-
school, and ready for every good work.—

This is the reason why I have preferred-

not to attend the theatre and opera.

It was simply and honestly spoken, and
there was not a word to be said in oppo-
sition to it.  There was not one, even of
that gay company, but knew this to be
true.  And there was not one of them
that did not respect the manly stand taken
by Charlie, and approve his decisions in
their hearts, although few of them might
have the courage or picty to follow his ex-
ample.

Ithas never been written that one per-
son has been made more- generous, more
truthful, more beloved of CGlod and man,
by attending these places of amusement;
but ithas been recorded that hundreds
have fallen into habits of dishonesty, pro-

?
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these places of amusement, which good
men, from the beginning of them, have
looked upon as only hurtful —Zion’s Her-
ald.

THE ISLES WAITING FOR GOD'S
LAW.

The-wonderful tidings have been recoiv-
ed that the patives of the Lagoon islands, a
group of nine islands about 800 miles from
the Navigator's group, containing a popu-
lation of over 3,500, have renounced pa-
ganism, swept away every vestige of idol-
atry, and are anxious for the gospel. Ten
years ago, the natives of one island, be-
coming weary of paganism, followed the
advice of the master of a trading vessel
who visited the islands, and burned their
idols, and for ten years have been waiting
for aguide to teach them the way of God
more perfectly. A native Samoan mis-
sionary and hig wife.are now there, being
able to use the Samoan Scriptures and
books, the language being similar. On
another group, sbout 60 miles distant,
where the people had destroyed their idols
about the same time, the “chief told the
Samoan preacher that they were all in
darkness, waiting for some one to teach
them. A teacher was left among them,
and in two days seventeen had aequired
the alphabet, and in a fortnight between
twenty and thirly could read. On another
group, the people hearing what had been
done, destroyed their gods, renounced
idolatry, and for years have kept the
Sabbath and public worship in the neat
and clean chapel. It is a sad and shame-
ful fact, that the inhabitanis of two of
those islands were cosnared into slavery
by thé desire to know about the true God.
The infumous Peruvian slavers taok ad-
vantage of their wishes, and coming with
two vessels, invited the people togo on
board that they might be taken where
they would be taught about God and reli
gion, and afterwards be brought hack to
their homes.  So great was their eager-
ness to be taught about God, that they

digality, and intemperance by yielding to | flocked on board the ships, those who could

the seductive influcnce of the theatre.
One may be equally as cheerful, as clo-
quent of speech, as fond of musie, certainly
as lovely and pious, without ever entering

I
i
1

not; obtain passage In the ships’ boats go-
ing in their canoes, and even swituming to
the vessels, and they were thus enticed
away from their peaceful homes.
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“QH, NOT MYSELF; NOT ME!”

“There never was such affliction as
mine,” said a poor sufferer, restlessly toss-
ing in her bed in one of the wards of an
hospital.  «T don't think there ever was
such racking pain.

“Once,” was faintly uttered from the
next bed.

The first speaker paused for 2 moment ;
and then, in a still more impatient tone,
resumed her complaint,

“ Nobody kunows what I pass through.
Nobody ever suffered more pain.”

“Once,” was again whispered from the
same direction.

“I take it you mean yourself, poor soul !
but"—

“Oh, not myself’; not me!” exclaimed
the other; and her pale face flushed up to
the very temples, asif some wrong had been
offered not to herself, but to another.

She spoke with such carnestness that
her restless companion lay still for several
seconds, aud gazed intently on hier face.—
It was a young face scarcely more than
nineteen, and, not very long ago, it had
been round and ruddy.  But the checks
now wan, were sunken, and the parched lips
were drawn back from the mouth, as if by
pain. Yot there dwelt an extraordinary
sweetness in the clear grey cyes, and a re-
finement on the placid brow, such as can
only be imparted by a heart-acquaintsnce
with him who is “full of grace and
truth.”

“QOh, not mysclf; not me!” she repeat-
ed, deprecatingly.

There was a shor! pause; and then the
following words, uttered in the same low
key, slowly and solemnly broke the mid-
night silence of the place,—

“Aud vhen they had platted a crown
of thoras they put it upon khis head, and
a raed in kis right hand. and they bowed
the Ince befure him, and mocked him
saying, Ml Kiny of the Jews! And
they spit upon him and tnolk: the reed, and
smote hiim apon the head. . . .
when they were come {0 a place called Gol-
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a loud voice, saying, “ My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?”

'The voice ceased, and for several min-
utes not a sylable was spoken. The
night nurse rose from her chair by the
fire, and mechanically handed a cup of
barley-water, flavoured with lemonjuice
and sugar, to the lips of both sufferers.

“PThank you, nurse,” said the lest
speaker. “They gave him gall for his
meat; and in his thirst they gave him
vinegar to drink.”

“She is talking about Jesus Christ,”
said the other woman, already beginning
10 toss less restlessly from side to side.—
“But,” added she, “talking about his
sufferings can’t mend ours—at least not
mine.”

“ But it lightens hers,” said the nurse.

«I wonder how.”

“Hush 1"

And the gentle voice a gain took up the
strain :

“ Surcly e had borne our_griefs, and
carried our sorrows. . . Hewaswoun-
ded for our trangressions, ke was bruised

Jfor our iniguitics; the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed.”

“Healed! That's a blessed word. I
wish I were healed,” sighed the restless
invalid.

The two fellow-sufferers of whom we
arespeaking had never met till they found
themselves side by side in the Infirmary.
Barbara, the elder, had been a servant in
s wealthy family, where she had no spirit-
ual advantages, and few aspirations be-
yond “the life that now is.” She was
bound to her employers by o hand except
good service on the one side, and liberal
wages on the other. So that, when her
health gave way beneath o dissbling and
" painful malady, 1t was no wonder that her
s placed was soon filled by a more profitable
servant, and that Barbara was consigned
"to the refuge for the sick poor.

- Lucy Fletcher, the youngest of tho

.‘L«Z’ two, had become itsinmate in consequence

of afall down the trap-door of a ware-

gutla, they gare him vinegar to drink, | housc, left carelessly insecure. She knew
mingled with gall. And then crucified { that herinjuries were considered hopeless;

him, . . dad they that passed by
reciled him, wagging theirheads. . . .

’:ma that, if she ever left the friendly
walls of the hospital, it would be ass life-

dAnd abeut the ninth howr Jesus cried with i long cripple.
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She hed been brought up in the coun-
try, in ono of the green dales of Derby-
shire; and when she first came to the
crowded city, her rosy cheeks were a sort
of marble in the factory where she worked
—a sight quite pleasant for the cye to
rest upon amidst the dust and gloom of
the cotton mill. The wages she carned
scemed absolute wealth to the frugal
country girl, until she found that life in
illventilated rooms requires a diet far
more nourishing and costly than amidst
the pure breczes of the country.

But though Luecy soou lost her roses
and  buoyant step, yet she found in the
city wilderness anew treasure—a living
well of water—which made amends for
all.  Yes; she had been led to the know-
ledge of im of whom she had often dimly
read in the law and the prophets, but of
whom she never till now beheld as * the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world.”

It was wonderful to mark how rapidly
she henceforth grew in the knowledge of
God’s word. Having found Jesus, she
had found the one master key which un-
locks the treasures of wisdom and know-
ledge. One by one these hidden stores
poured forth their riches into the bosom
of the young disciple; and her retentive
memory casily treasured up what her sim-
ple faith recetved.

Ab, she little knew how soon the time
would come when the lessons of faith
must be put into practice, and when she
would be called to take up her heavy cross
and bear it after Jesus. ~ Lucy knew well
that her own cross could never work atope-
ment for sin, or bring her near to God.

There is but one aceess unto God, and
thisis Jesus. But she found that, while
paticntly bearing her appointed cross, and
steadfastly looking unto His, her own be-
came wonderfully light, and his wonder-
fully precious.

Butitistime'toreturn tothenight scene

“Are you asleep, young woman ?” ask-
ed Barbara of her fellow invalid.

“No, ma'am.”

“What, then, makes you able to lie so!

quict?”

“I was thinking about those dear wo-!

men in the Gospel who loved Jesus.  Two
of the cvangelists say that they stood
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‘afar off; watching their dying Lord.—
Bﬁ/;; Jg;n says that they ¢stood by the
cross of Jesus,’ so close that they could
hear what he said, and could talk with
him~—Now we are sure both accounts
are quite true—every word. And so I
have been thinking that at first they
stood at a distance, because, perhaps, they
were afraid of the cruel mockers and
murderers; and partly, perhaps, because
they could hardly bear to look upon the
agonies of the blessed Master whom they
50 loved—(Ounc of them was his mother,
you know.)

“But true love always is for drawing
near; and so I think they grew less an
less fearful, and more and more loving;
and got nearer—nearer—nearer to Jesus,
till at lust they stood by the cross, and
heard his dying words. And I was think-
ing that both you and I should try to
draw near and nearer to the dying
Saviour—ncar and ncarer to the blood
of sprinkling.

“We can't do so justin the same
way as_those holy women who could seo
him with their eyes and hear him with
their cars; but we can draw nigh to him
in our hearts and speak to him in our
prayers, and hear him speak to us in his
word and by his Spirit; and we can look
in faith upon the precious blood, and ask
thd Lord to sprinkle it upon our hearts.
You cannot think, till you try, how light
all our crosses become in the shadow of
the cross of Christ.”

T can’t draw nigh. I don't know how
to go,” said Barbara, with the espression
of quite 2 new ausicty on her troubled
countenance.

“Then we will ask him to draw nigh
to us,” said Luey. “You know,” she
continued, “that the same Jesus who suf-
fered death on_the cross is the risen Lord
of life, at the Father’s right hand, plead-
ing for you and for me.”

“For me ?”

“Yes, sure; for you.”

Lucy Fletcher did not leave the hospi-
tal “a helpless eripple,” as the doctors had
predicted; but a glorified, disembodied,
cestatic spirit, swelling the song of the
redecmed around the throne of God.

The one woman was taken and the oth-
er left, .
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Barbara was restored to health, and ob-
tained 2 situation in a well-ordered Chris-
tian family.

She has never forgotten the night scene
in the Infirmary ; and is now one of those
who in the face of many difficulties from
within, and trials from without, steadily
endeavor to live nearer and nearer to.the
cross of Christ. In aword, sheis now
o new creature in Christ Jesus—born
again from on high.

Dear Reader, are you saved? Have
you found salvation, and have your sins
been put away by Jesus Christ? If not,
God in heaven, looking on the blood of
His Son, is asking you, ‘Why will ye die ?’
Jesus, exalted to the right hand of the
TFather, is asking you, “Why will ye die ?”
The Holy Spirit is asking you, “Why
ye die ?”

And myriads of soul in heaven, once as
guilty and as hard as you, but now washed
in the blood of Christ, and sanctified by
the Holy Spirit, are asking you, * Why
will ye die?”

Dr, MILLER'S DUCK STORY.

The late Dr. Miller, of Princetou, as all
his students will remember, abounded in
anecdotes, which he related to his classes
from year to year, to illustrate the points
made 1 his lectures.  One of them occurs
to us, just now, as specially applicable to
the new converts which have recently
come into the churches-within the bounds
of our circulation:—A. celebrated judge in
Virginia was, in bis-eurlier years, skeptical
ss to the truth of the Bible, and especially
as 1o the yeality of experimental religion.
Hehad a favorite servant who accompanied
bim in lis travels.  As they passed from
cowrt to court, they frequently conversed on
the subject of religion, the servant, Harry,
venturing at limes to remonstrate with
his master against his fufidelity. As the
judge had confidence in Harry's honesty
and sincerity, he asked him-a great many
questions as to how he felt and what he
thought on various points, Amongst
other things Harry told his master that
he was often very sorely tempted and tried
by the devil. The judge asked Harry to
explain to him how it happened that the
devil autacked bhim {Harry), who was so
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pious & man, so sorely, whilst he allowed
himself, who was an infidel and a singer,
to pass unnoticed and untempted. Harry
asked, “ Ave you right sure, master, that
ho does let youpass without tioubling
you?” «Certainly I am,” replied the
judge; “I have no dealings with him at all.
I do not even so much as know that there
is any such being in existence as the devil.
If there is any such being he never troubles
me.”  “Well,” said Hartry, « I koow that
there is a dovi), and that he tries me sore-
ly at times.” A day or two afterwards,
when tho judge had goiten through his
docket, he concluded to go on a hunt for
wild ducks on ons of the streams which
lay across his road homeward. Harry
accompanied him. Asthey approached
tho river they espied a flock- of ducks
quietly floating on its surface. The judge
stealthily crept up the bauk and fired up-
on them, killing two or three and wound-
ing as mapy others, He at once threw
down bis gun and made strenuous efforts
with theaid of clubs and stones, to securs
the wounded ducks, whilst he permitted
the dead ones to Hoat on, for the.time, un-
noticed by him. Harry, as he sat on the
seat of the carriage, watched his master’s
movements with deep interest, and when
he returned, said to him: «Massa, whilst
you was a splasbin’ in de water after dem
wounded ducks, and’ Jettin’ de dead ones
loat on, it jist come into my mind, why
it is dat de debil troubles .me so much,
whilst Do lets you alone. You are like
de dead ducks; be's sure he's got you
safe. T'mlike de wounded ones, trying to
git away from him, and bhe’s afraid I'll do
it, so he makes all de fuss after me and
jist lets you float on down de stream. He
knows he can git you any time; but he
knows it now or mever wid me. Ifyou
were to begin to fiutter a little and show
signs like you wera agoink to git away
from him, he would nake jist as big a
splashin’ after you as he does sfter ms.”
The llustration struck the learned judge
with great force, and led bimn to reinvesti-
gate the grounds of his skepticism, and,
through Harry's ivstrumentality, he was
fully brought (o sit with him at the feet of
Jesus and to learn of hims The illusira-
tion is @ homely one, butit sets forth &
great truth in the experiences of those
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who set out in the Christian course.
They must expect to be assailed by Satan
as they never were hefore. He has tried so
long, and had so much to do with men,
that he is now an adept in devising means
to ruin them, and make them as miserable
and degraded as himself. Young Chris-
tians, therefore, should not think 1t strange
concerning the fiery trials which are to
try them, as though some strango thing
bad happened to them, when they are
assailed in new, and to them, hitherto un-
known methods of assault. As long as
the devil feels that sinners are safe, and
that heis sure to get them at last, be al-
lows them them foat on quietly upon an
unruffed current; but the moment they
attempt to throw off his yoke, and to as-
sert their independence of him, they must
expect his wrath to wax exceeding hot, and
his assaults to fall thick and fast upen
their heads. They should not be ignorant
of his devices. He goes about 2s'a roar-
ing lion, seeking whom he mdy devour.—
Presbyterian Herald.

JOHN THE GRAVEDIGGER.

Mr. Gray had not long been minister
of the parish till he noticed the odd prac-
practice of the gravedigger; and one day,
when he came upon John smoothing and
trimming the lonely bed of a child which
had been buried a few days before, ho ask-
od why he was so particular in dressing
and heaping the graves of infants.  John

aused for a moment- at his work, and
ooking up, not at the minister, but at
the sky, said, ¢ Of such is the kingdom of
heaven.

<And on this account you tead and
adorn them with so much care¥ remark-
ed the minister, who was greatly strack
with the reply.

‘Surely, sir,; answered John, ‘I canna
make over braw and fine the bed-covering
o’ a little inuocent sieeper that is wattin’
there till it is God’s time to wauken it, and
cover it with white robes, and waft 1t away
to glory. Where sic grandeur is awaitin’ it
yonder, it’s fitit should be decked oot
here. I think the Saviour will like to see
white clover spread abume it; dae yo no
think sae tae, sir{’ ’

‘But why not thus cover larger graves?
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asked the mivister, hardly able to suppress
his emotions. ¢The dust of all;his saints
is precious, in the Saviour's sight.’

‘Very true, sir,’ responded John with
great solemnity ; ‘but I canna be sure wha
are his saints, and wha are no. I hope
there are many o’ them lyin’ in this kirk-
yard; but it wounld be great presumption
in me to mark them oot. There are some
that I'm gey sure aboot, and I keep their
gravesias nate and seod as I can, and plant
a bit floure here and there, as asign of
my hope; but daurna gie them the
white shirt,’ referring to the white clover.
“It's clean different, though, wi’ the bairns.’

GOD RULES.

That God rules in the affairs of men is
as certain as any truth of physical science.
On the great moving power whichis from
the beginning, hangs the world of the senses
and the world of thoughtand action. Eter-
nal wisdom marshals the great procession
of the nations, working in patient contin-
uity through the ages, never halting and
never abrupt, encompassing all events in
its oversight, and ever effecting its will,
though mortals may slumber in apathy,
or oppose with madness. Kings arelifted
up or thrown down, nations come and go,
republics flourish and wither, dynasties
pass away like 2 tale that is told; but
nothing is by chance, though men in, their
ignorance of causes may think so. The
deeds of time are governed, aswell as judg-
ed, by the degrees of cternity. The cap-
rice of fleeting existences bends to the im-
movable omnipresent which plants its foot
on all the centuries and hasneither change
of purpose nor repose. Sometimes, like a
messenger through the thick darkness of
night, 1t steps along mysterious ways ; but
when the hour strikes for a people or for
mankind to pass into 2 new form of being,
unscen hands draw thebolts from the gates
of futurity; an all-subduing influcnce pre-
pares the mind of men for the coming
revolution; those who plen resistance find
themselves in conflict with the will of
Providence, rather than with human de-
vices; and all hearts and all understand-
ings, most of all the opinions and influcnces
of the unwilling, arc wonderfully attract-
ed and comchled to bear forward the
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change which becomes more an obedience
to the law of universal nature, than sub-
mission to the arbitrament of man.— Ban-
croft.

DECAY OF SPIRITUAL STRENGTH.
Hosga vin 9.

This relates to Ephraim, or the king-
dom of Israel. Their political strength,
the power of the nation, was wasted by
intercourse with the surrounding idola-
trous nations, and by learning their ways.
“ Epbraim, he bath mixed himself among
the people ; Ephraim is a cake not turned.”
He is neither godly nor worldly, but akind
of mixture of both, and so God was pro-
voked; judgment followed judgment till
they were swept out of their land.

It is by a similar “process that the
strength of God’s people is weakened still.
We had, a few years ago, a season of bless-
ed revival. The north wind and south
wind blew over the garden, and the spices
flowed out. The lord gave a plentiful
rain, and confirmed his heritage when it
was weary. I was spring and summer
in our land. The winter was past, and
the rain was over and gone; the QOwers
appeared upon the earth, and the time of
the singing of birds was come. It was
80 natural then to say tothe Lord, “ Come,
my Beloved, let us go forth into the fields;
let us lodge in the villages; let us see how
the vine buds and the pomegranate flour-
ishes.” The strength, courage, and hope-
fulness of God’s people were all renewed.
They were aggressive and enterprising,
they broke forth on the right hand and
on the left, and it seemed as if they would
carry all before them,

But a change has certainly come over
us. No one that has spiritual perception
and sensibility but must feel and acknow-
ledge tbis. "We have now few of those
honoured men from whom there then
flowed those rivers of living water which
scooped out channels for themselves, and
then filled them from bank to brae. We
have still the men, we have still the chan-
nels, but where are the living waters?
There is still much of human, but little
of divine working, Why is this? Per-
haps we have here the explanation. We
did not watch, we did not pray, we did
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not keep ourselves that that wicked one
should not touch us. The world came
back to us, and we went back to the world,
and so it has become true of us as 1t wag
of Ephraim, «Strangers have devoured
his strength, and he knoweth it not. .

What is spiritual strength? It is 4
supernatural thing. We haveit not by
nature. The flesh is weak. We have no
sufficiency in ourselves so much as to
think anything thatis good. Whence,
then, comes this strength? Itis Go.d’s .
gift. He has laid it up for us in Christ,
and we receive it by faith. When we be.
lieve on Christ, we begin to have strength,
Hence it is said, “full of faith,” and so
full of power. When Peter healed the
lame man at the temple gate, he saig,
« Why look ye on us, a3 though by our
own power or holiness we have made thig
man towalk? The name of Jesus, through
faith in his pame, hath made this man
strong.” The beginning and grand chan-
nel of spiritual strength is faith in Chrigt,
Hence He says, “ Without Me ye can do
nothing.” .

But again: “The joy of the Lord is
your strength.” The seuse of forgiven-
ness and acceptance, and the light of God's
counteaance, exhilarate the spirit, and
make a man buoyant and energetic. These
things enlarge the heart, and make us .
run in God’s ways with delight. Diff-
cult duties are easy and trials light when
we can say, “ God is my Frieng ; Heis
on my side; He will light my candle:
He will enlarge my steps; by Him I shall
break through a troop, and overleap a wall.”

And again: the unction of the Holy
Ghost is strength. The Lord said to his
disciples, “Ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”

What a change was thus produced!
They became Bew men—bold, wise, per-
severing, successful. But this was true
not of the apostles only ; it applied to all
the converts. Through the power of the
Holy Ghost they became united, disin-
terested, devoted, happy. Was not that a
strong church? They did the work of
God, and the enemy for a time drew back
in alarm. The Comforter bad come, and,
.He convinced the world of sin, and right-
eousness, and judgment. But this is still

true—~full of the Holy Ghost, and so full
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of power. When this hand of the Lord
1 i3 upon us, we are raised above ouiselves,

and become new sharp threshing instru-

But again: a firm hold of eternal things
is a source of sirength., The man who
feels the powers of the world to come can
bid defiance to the temptations of the god
of this world. He will say, «T have
something better than all that you can
offer.” The patriarchs looked not back to
the country they had left, because they saw
befors them a city which bath foundations.

Light esteem of earthly things, cruci-
fixion to the world, this also is strength,
The man who says, “I count all things

of Christ Jesus my Lord,” who says, « He
who drinketh of this water shall thirst
again,” is a strong man.  He sees the pros-
perity of the wicked, but he does not eavy
them; he does not fret, for he sees that it
is a dream, a fashion that passes away.
He says, * Behold, Thou hast set them in
slippery places; how are they consumed
as in & moment.”

Prayer, again, is a source of strength.
The praying man is strong. He is care-
ful for nothing; he casts his burden on the
Lord, and the peace of God fills his heart.
He commits his way to God, and is saved
from hesitation and perplexity. e waits
upon the Lord, and renews his strength.
He asks, and receives all he needs, for
grayer is the key of the divine treasury, aod

e knows its value, and never lets it rust.

Once more: using the strength we have
is the way to get more. “To him that
hath shall be given.” Exercise increases
spiritual as well as natural strength. Na-
tural strength, indeed; after a time, decays
and comes to nought, but spiritual strength
is linked to an exhaustless fountain; aud
50, even in old age, the good man is still
fat and full of sap.

Such are some of the sources of spiritual
strength. Let us now see somo of the
causes of its decay. ¢ Strangers have de-,
voured his strength.”” Who are these?.
All unconverted, unregenerate men are,
strangers to the people of God. They
are of a different family; children of the
wicked oue. They are of a different coun-
try; they belong to this world. They are

of a different language; they speak the
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words of earth. They have different aims;
they seek selfish, personal aggrandisement,
They have diffarent principles; they have
not  the fear of God. They have difter-
ent feelings; they do wot bate sin, They
bave a ditferent destiny; they are on the
way to ruin. These are strangers; and
yet, people of God, you ave necessarily,
unavoidably, constantly mingling and in
contact with them, at home and abroad,
in the relationships, iatercourse, and bu-
siness of life. Yet no harm would ensue
if you constantly remembered and realized
the essential difference between you and
them, If you said to yourself, when go-
ing into their company, “Now I am en-
tering into an unhealthy atmosphere, a
spiritual malaria, where God and eternity
aro forgotten, and time and earth are all;
let me thercfore be ever on my guard,
watchful, self-posssessed, and let me even
in the midst of talk or business ever and
anon lift up my heart for a moment to
hold communion with my father, and
breathe the pure, healthy air of my eternal
home.”

But in addition io these precautions
for your personal safely, vou are bound to
act faithfully and honestly towards these
with whom you thus meet. You should
be to them as a light, secking to warn,
instruct, reprove, and win them to the
Lord, If your speech be always with
grace, seasoned with the salt of truthj if
your conversation be like a stream, which
flowing over beds of gold, leaves evory-
where a rich deposit; and if, when you
cannot stem or divert the torrent of idle,
uaprofitable taik, you show your disapprov-
al by silence or withdrawal ;—then instead
of being  harmed, you will do good; and
the igoorant whom you have instructed,
the troubled whom you have comforted,
the erring whom you have arrested, will
be daily rising up to call you blessed.
Ob, what a harvest-field, what a rich
ming, is all around you! Perhaps out of
every ten persons you meet in ordinary
life, cight or nine are still in the way to
ruin, and you may bo the means of win-
ning them, xad so inheriting the promise,
“They who turn many to righteousness
shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.”

But instead of this, do you not too of-
ten forget the essontial and (if grace pre-
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vent not) the eternal .difference between
yourselves and the world -avound §- You
know in your heart that they are in dan-
ger; that in a little while they - will them-
selves see and acknowledge it; that when
they see you in the kingdom of heaven,
and they themselves cast out, then they
will bitterly reproach you for your cow-
ardice and unfaithfulness in suffering them
to perish unwarned. But notwithstanding
all this, for fear of offering or contravening
the customs of worldly society, you stifle
your convictions, keep truth in abeyance,
and suffer not your light to shine forth.
How hardening is this, how grieving to
the Holy Ghost! But more: you im-
bibe their Spirit, you join in their conver-
sation, and contribute your share of folly
and joke, to .amuse and pass the time.
You conform to their fashions; you are
pleased with their approbation; you dread
their ridicule or censure; you are carried
away by their aims; perhaps you become
as eager as any in the competition for
earthly things. Wealth, perhaps, flows
in upon you, and men praise yon because
ou are doing well for yourself; but your
eart is withdrawn from God, and then,
like' Samson, your strength departa from
ou.
d But there are strangers of the” library.
This is a reading age. What multitudes
of books are constantly pouring forth!
But the majority are from the world, and
for the world. Men of strong but un-
scrupulous minds are writing with a de-
terminate design to poison the minds of
their fellow-men, and make them like
themselves. Or if no such design be en-
tertained, yet their productions cannot
rise higher than the source from which
they flow, and so their tendency must be
. to lower and carnalize the spirit. These
writings meet you everywhere. How
are you acting in reverence to them?
Do you realize the danger? Do you
watch against it? or do you yield to the
fascination, and become darkened in your
_minds and deadened in your souls?

Bat there are strangers of the beart.
We are ever thinking, and we know what
is the natural staple of our reveries. Lon
ago it was divinely testified that ¢ all the
imaginations of the thoughts of our hearts
are only evil, and that continually.” How
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many vain thoughts, idle fears, foolish
hopes, doubts, and questionings, spring up
in the course of a single day! How do
you deal with them? They are strangers;
do you teject them and bid them begone ?
Alas! people who would pot read a print-
ed novel or romance, have many & nuvel
and romance passing in their own minds,
Beware, beware! There is a strange un-
conisciousness when spiritual strength is
departing. Ephraim knew not of his loss;
yes, grew hairs were here and there upor
him and he knew it not. Such ignorance
often prepares the way for somd sad fall.
Samson wist not that his strength was
departed from him, and so he fell into
the hands of his enemies. He might have
known, he should have known, for he was
in evil ways, but he wist not, and so the
foe easily overcame him. Child of God,
beware of the grey hairs! Others see
them, but you see them not. It is a gradu-
al decay; there is little change from day
to day. But the strength is constantly
leaking out, and the supply is failing.
“Look to yourselves, that we lose not
those things which we have wrought, but

‘that we roceive a full reward.’— The Re-

vival.

YOU CANNOT.

You cannot. Nothing can be more
true. In your own strength and power
you can no more give up sin, turn to God,
believe in  Jesus Christ, and get through
Him santification of the Spirit unto obe-
dience, than these Israelites, of whom we
have read, could have gone up unaided
against the inhabitants of Canaan, and
taken possession of their land. You can-
not : but it is because you cannot, that
Grod has given you a Saviour to do for
you and in you, what it is 80 true you can-
not do for yourself,

The Lord Jesus Christ and Satan (for
Satan can speak the truth if it suits him)
both teach this truth: « you cannot.’ A
man, by the grace of God, has anxious mo-
ments about eternity, and feels a desire to
be a Christian, The very first suggestion

g | of the devil to sfich a one is—There are

circumstances in your case that make the
thing inrpossible: *you canvor.” Now,
g0 far be tells the truth; and the Lord
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Jesus Christ said exactly the same thi
to his disciples, when he sajd—¢ Without
me, you can do nothing.”  But it is this
“WITHOUT ME’ that makes all the dif-
ference ; and it is because we can donoth-
ing that God has given us Jesus Christ.
The very sioner who can do nothing, and
who knows nothing until he knows and
says—* I can do nothing,” is commanded
to believe, on the warrant of God’s Word,
that ke “can do all things through Christ
who strengtheneth him.” (Phil. iv. 13).

- Thereal ruin of the Israclites was that
they forgot God their Saviour, and made
their calculations without Him. 'The
Jorgot God when they said and believed
that they could not get into the promised
land; and that man forgets God who says

, and believes that HE CANNOT BE A CHRIs-
TIAN.  The faith of both is the faith of
the unbeliever, and they who hold it must
perish.  Has not God promised to save
you, if you will go to him?  Has he not
promised to forgive you all your sins for
Christ’s sake? Has he not promised to
sanctify you for Christ's sake?  Hashe
not promised that he will make Christ un-
to you “ wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica
tion, and redemption?” Has he not told
you that if you believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ you shall be saved?  Has he not
said that if you do, he‘ will never leave

- -you, nor forsake you ? ° Has he not told

you that it was because you were lost—

Jor that very reason ; because you had de-

stroyed yourself, but could not save your-
self —that God was manifest in the flesh,
in order that he might die in the stead of
stnners ; and so, in virtue of what he had
done, be able to save to the uttermost them
that come to God by him ? Has he not told
you all this, and much more tothe same ef-
fect, in hisWord? You KNOW HE Has.
* Then refuse to believe it, and say there is
no hope for you; refuse to, believe it, and
to go up in strength of it, against every
sin and every difficulty, and you are guilty
of the identical sin of which these Israel-
ites were guilty, and for which God sware in
hig wrath that they should never enter into
his rest. Nothing else could have destroy-
ed them. Noth%g else can destroy you.—
“ Qurselves,” by Mr. ‘Brownlo'w North.

“ Not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts,”
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THE WHITE WATER-LILY.

At the bottom of 2 mild, dark muddy
lake, there lay a verysmallroot. The mud
covered it, the fish swam overit, the frogs
hid under it, and once a great moose actu-
ally trod onit.

O dear !’ said the little root, talking to
itself, < how dark and lonesome it is down
here! Hardly aray of light comes to me.
They tell me it is light and beautiful up
above me, and there is a lovely sky there;
but the heavy waters lie on me, and press -
me down. Nobody ever thinks of me, or

Y | ever knows that I live. Iam a poor use-

less thing. I can't communicate with any
one—can’t do good to any one. I might
as well not be!

The snow covered the earth and filled
the forest, and the ice covered the lake,
and there lay the little root, coiled up in
its loneliness, ~ But when the spring had
returned, and the snows were gone, and
the ice had melted, and the birds had come,
and the forest had put on its mantle of
green, the little root felt that the water was
warmer, and she peeped up with one eye,
and then she nestled and felt a strong de-
sire to see the light.  So she shotup a
long, smooth, beautiful stem, till it reach-
ed the top of the lake. But when she
attempted to draw it in again, she found
it would not come. But instead of that, a
little bud grew on the end of the stem.
She called, but the bud gave no answer ;
it only swelled, and grew larger and larger;
and the rains fell on it, and the sun and
the moon seemed to smile on it and cheer
it, till at last it burst open, full of joy, and
found itself the white; sweet, pure water-
lily! Its leaves were of the purest white;
while in its centre was a golden spot, cov-
ered with down. It lay upon the top of
the water, and basked in the sup—a most -
beautiful object! The root fed it; and felt
that it was really herself, though in a new
form. The humming-bird passed over it,
and thrustin its little bill to suck its sweet-
ness. The air all around was made sweet
by its fragrance.  Still it felt that it was
of no use in the world, and wisbed it could
do something to make others happy.

At le the splashing of oars was
heard, and the little?ly turned round to -
see what it meant. Just then she heard
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the voice of a little boy in the boat saying—
¢Oh, father; what a beautiful lily! Do
let me get it!

Then the boat turned slowly towards
it, and the little boy put out his hand and
seized it. The long stem broke off near
the root, and the child held it in hig hand.
It seemed the fairest, sweetest thing he
ever saw.

‘Now, what will
asked the father.

‘I'll look at it and smell it.’

¢ Is there nobody else that would like to
see it and smell it?'

‘1 don’t know, sir.
think.
have it 7’

‘I think she would.’

That afternoon poor Jane Irving. who
lived in the cottage just under the maple-
trees, lay on her sick-bed alone.  She was
A poor, motherless child.  She knew she
had the consumption, and must die. She
was thinking about the dark, cold grave,
and wondering how Christ could ever open
it and make her come out.
on each eye, just as the little boy came to
her bedside with the white water-lily.

¢ See here, Jane; I got that away out
in the lake, and brought it for you. I
thought you would like it.’

‘ Thank you, thank you!
very beautiful and very sweet.
long stem ! Where did it grow ?’

‘It grew out of the mud in the bottom
of the lake ; and this long stem—as long
as a man—shows how far down it grew.
It was all alone—not another one to be
seen. I am glad you like it; but I must
go'—and away ran the little boy.

Jane held the pure, white flower in her
hand: and the good Spirit seemed to
whisper in her heart, ¢J ane, Jane, don’t
you see what God can do? Don't you
see that out of dark, foul mud, He can
bring out a thing more beautiful than the
garments of a queen, and as pure as an
angel’s wing ? and can’t He also from the
dark grave raise up your body pure and
beautiful and glorious?  Can you doubt
it? And then a voice seemed to say, ‘I
am the Resurrection and the Life ;7 and
the heart of the poor child was filled with
faith, and the angel of hope wiped away
her tears, and the little lily preached of

you do with it?

Oh! yes, now T
Would not Jane Irving love to

It is indeed
What a

A tear stood |

THE GOOD NEWS.

peace and mercy. When it withered, she
thanked God that nothing need be useless.
—Rev. John Todd, D.D.

SHREWD RETORTS.

A preacher of the gospel, on being in-
troduced to a skeptic, with the explanation
Lthat the man was a skeptic, in the midst
of an extended circle of friends, said to
him, I suppose, then, you do not believe
: anything.” O yes,” replied the skeptic,
1“1 do believe many things.” « Will you
: then,” said the preacher, “be so good as
to tell us what you believe?” The skep-
!tic replied, “I do mnot believe that old
Istory of the Bible about Cain obtaining
ia wife in the land of Nod, where there
i was no body living.” Never mind what
‘you don’t believe,” said the preacher, « no
I'doubt thers is much of that; but tell us
t what you do believe,” The skeptic ral-
!lied and said, «“ Well, I will tell you; I
[ don’t believe the account given by Moses,
! that God commanded the Midianites to be
{destroyed.” “I am not inquiring for
what you don't believe, but what you do
believe.” Tell us what you do believe.
Recovering himself 2 little, and clearing
up his voice, he made a desperate offort,
saying, “I don’t Delieve that old fable
of the Bible, that God commanded the
Canaavites to be destroyed.” His beliof
was all disbelief. It commences all the
time with “7 don’t believe.’

A Romanist once said to a Christian,
“You Protestants could not prove your
Bible if it were not for the Holy Catholic
Church, and her great men.” ¢ Trye,”
said the Christian, ¢ for the Bible predict-
ad that there would be just such an apos-
tate church and priesthood, and here you
are, just as the Bible said.”

After hearing a discourse, in which
much was said by the preacher ahoyt, God,
a skeptic said to him, < What i3 this God
about whom you have been saying g0
much #” The preacher replied, « God is -
a spirit” The skeptic fiercely followed
up, *What i8 a spiritf” Tpe preacher
quickly turned on him, anq inquired,
« Whatis a cornstalk §” « Why—why—
why, it is a cornstalk,” « Yes, sir,” re-
plied the preacher, «a 8pirit is a spirit,
and if you cannot tell what a cornstalk is,
which you have seen thousands of times,
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and know has an existence, why do you, is, when Christians venturs into such a

ask me to tell you what the Infinite Spirit

is, or doubt his existence ¥’

A skeptic once said to a preacher, ¢« If
the human body, after death, decomposes
and returns to its original elements, how
i8 it raised from tha dead and identified ¢
The preacher replied, “ And if the child
seven years old has not one particla of the
matter ip it that was in it when it was

born, and if there is not one particle of !

the matter in it when it is fourteen years
~ld that was in it when it was seven, and
if all the old matter has been superseded
by new once every seven years till the
person is seventy years old, or if all the
old matter has been superseded by new
matter ten times, as scientific men main-
tain, and the identity is not lost; why may
not the permson go through one ‘more
change, in death and the resurrection, and
not lose bis identity? and why may not
this last change take place, as it will re-
quire no more power or wisdom to accom-
plish it, than any of the former changes.

CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD.

1 fear you will think me strict if I tell
you all I think on this subject; but I will
tell you, since you desire it; and I know
that God is able, and willing too, to give
You joys so much superior to every world-
!mamusement, that you will wonder you
could ever give them athought.

I must say, then, that worldliness and
worldly amusements appear to me quite
inconsistent with the character of & Chris-
tian; and that we can never enjoy happy
converse with God till we give them up.
The Christian is described in the Scri
tures as ‘the temple of the living God.’
Now, where the holy God takes up his
abode, surely that heart must be sanctified
and set apart from every common use,—
Wwholly devoted to his service. The spirit
of the world, which reigns in worldly
company, is quite opposite to his Spirit;
and ‘the friendship of the world’® there
sought, ‘is enmity with God.” I know this
may be called uncharitable; but I do not
wish to be more charitable than the Bible;
and surely experience proves it to be true,
No, my dear friend, that cannot be a pro-
per place for a Christian where religion is
the thing that must not be named. The fact

place, they must either have heavenly
thoughts, and then the amusements would
appear uninteresting; or else, if the amuse-
ment is amusing to them, it fills their hearts
with a crowd of vain thoughts, shuts out
Christ, and lets in self and the world, and
3o prepares room for doubts and fears and
much bitter repentance, before the Spirit
will again shine upon a heart which has
so wantonly despised his grace.

Let me draw your attention to the
sweet precept of our Lord: ‘Let your loins
be girded about, and your lights burning;
and ye yourselves like unto men that wait
for their lord, when he will return from the
wedding ; that when he cometh and knock-
eth, they may open unto him immediately.’
Now, I am sure you would not choose that
your Lord should come for you while en-
gaged in worldly amusments; nor would
you feel that He found you watching, nor
would you be ready to ‘open immediately ,’
but would rather ask time to collect your
scattered thoughts, and trim the wasted
lamp.

“Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God. And, ¢ whatsoever ye do, in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to. God and the Father by
Him.” These are the precepts which the
Lord has given for our guidance, Let us,
therefore, always ask ourselves, before we
set about any study or employment, or en-
ter into any company, ‘Am I doiug this to
the «glory of God?’ Is it my sole, or at
least my principal motive? Can I “do it in
the name of the Lord Jesus#”’ Can I bold-
ly say, Is it such an action as He would ap-
prove! And canIlook upto Him all
the time I am doing it, for his sanction
and blessing? If we can answer these
questions satisfactorily, we may trust the
answer is right; but if, on the contrary,
the mind recoils at even asking such a
question, be assured there is something
wrong in it. This seems to me the mark-
ed distinction between the Christian and
the worldling. The latter lives to himself,
the former to Him who died for him, and
rose again.’ The one consults his own pleas-
ure,ease, and safety—leans to his own under-
standing, and seeks his own glory. The
Christian prays that kis will may be swal-
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Jowed uyp in the will of God. He no long-
er seeks the honour which cometh from
man, but desives that Christ, the Author
of all his good things, may have all the
glory of them.

Let us then take this consideration with
us,—that Chuist, not self, is to bo the end
of all our actions; and that whether we
ext or drink, or speak, or go in or out are
alone or in company, or engaged in study,
wa must do all ‘to the glory of God,’ and
‘in the name of the Lord Jesus'—Afiss
Grakam.

THE GREAT NEED.

What our land most needsin all its
length and breadth, is one of those sca-
sons of general refreshing from the pre-
sence of the Lord, when the minds of the
people at large shall be drawn to the con-
templation of eternal things. We rejoiee
indeed to hear that seattered communities,
in different portions of the land, ave en-
joying this special presence and power of
the Spirit. But the nation as a whole is
painfully engrossed with carthly things.
Men are absorbed in business, and they
forget the God of their fathers, who has
wroaght deliverance for them in these
years of trouble. “Were there not ten
cleansed, but where are the nine? They
are not returned to give glory to God save
this stranger.” Herc and there a truly
devout soul may be found “waiting for
the consolation of Isracl.”. But the mul-
titude are busy ¢ with their farms and
their merchandise.” The voice of the
scoffer is heard on every hand. The lovers
of pleasure abound more than the lovers of

od.

Every Christian who thinks of these
things cannot but be painfully conseious
how weakisan arm of flesh to bring about
the needed change. God alone, by the
mighty power of his Spirit, can so move
upon the hearts of men, that they will he
ready to gather in crowds at the places of
prayer, that they will be willing to sit in
‘meekness and docility at the feet of Jesus,
that they will feel constrained to ery out,
“What must I do to be saved?” Itisa
time for prayer, a time for those who truly.
desire these spiritual blessings, infinitely
outweighing all temporal prosperity, to.
wrestle at the throne of grace for the de-

t
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scent of the Holy Spirit, that he ma;i
% convince of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment.” Shall the winter pass away
without this rich blessing fram above up.
on the land P—Congregationalist.

MEETING AT THE TOP.

Many years ago, a numerous body of
Presbyterians who had seceded from the
Established Church of Seotland, was split
in two on a quarrel about a clauge in the
oath required of the freedmen of certain
Scottish boroughs, which expressed “their
hearty allowance of the true religion at
present professed within the realm, and
authorized by thelaws thereof.”” The par-
ty who held that the oath might be con-
scientiously taken by seceders were called
“Burghers,” and their opponents * Anti-
burghers.”  Johnnie Morton, 2 keen Bur-
gher, and Andrew Gebbie, a decided An-
ti Burgher, both lived in the same house,
but at opposite ends, and it was the bar-
gain that each should keep one side of the
house well thatehed. When the dispute
about the principle of their kirks, and
especially the offensive clause in the oath
grew hot, the two neighbouxs ceased to
speak to each other.

But one day they-happened to be on
the roof at the same time, each repairing
the thatch in the slope of the roof on his
own side, and when they had worked up
to the top, there they were—face to face.
They could'nt flee, so at last Andrew took
off his cap, and, scratching his head, said,
“Johnnie, ycu and me, I think, haec been
very foolish to dispute, as we hae done,
concerning Christ’s will aboot our kirks,
until we hae clean forgot His will aboot
ourselves; and so we hae fought sae bit-
terly for what we ca’ the truth, that it
has ended in spite. Whatever's wrang,
it's perfectly certain that it never can
be right to be uncivil, unneighbourly, un-
kind, in fa¢’, tac hate ane anither. Na,
na, that's the decvil's work, and no God’s.
Noo, it strikes me that maybe it’s wi’ the
kirk as wi’ this house; ye're working on
ae side and me on the t'ither, but if we
only do our work weel, we will meet-at
the tap ab last. Gie’s your hand’, auld
neighbour!” And so they shook hans' and
were the best o’ freens ever after,
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THF SECRET %F SPIRITUAL SUC-

#“Then he angwered and spake unto me,
saying, This is the word of the Lord unto
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts. Whoart thou,0 great mountain? before
Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and
he shall bring forth the headatone thereof
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.”
—Zxen, iv. 6, T,

What is this blessed secret, to find ont
which is the louging of many a heart? 1
think you see it here— Not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Lord of bosts.” This docs not mean that
wman has not & piace in the work of God.
Such is not the case, Man kasa plice
marked out for him, and, when he takes
it and keeps it, then God concurs with
him and prospers all his efforts, God,
who made man in his own image, capable
of comprehending aund delighting in his
counsels, has also condescended to make
him his associate and worker together with
Himsell in carrying them into execution,
Man has a place in providenco: he ploughs,
he sows, and reaps. He hasa place in
grace: “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature;”
“Son, go work to-day in my vineyard;”
“Go out into the highways and hedges,
aud compel them to come in”> There
may be instances of souls brought to Christ
without any apparent intervention of hu-
man agency. But these are exceptional
cases. The rule seems to bo that convert-
ed men are the chanuels by which life and
truth are spread abroad: ¢ Ye are the
Yialt of the world; ye are the salt of the
earth,”” The body of Christ maketh in-
crease of itself, according to tha measure
and working of every pmt.  Those alveady
gathered gather others, and those who have
found the living water lift up their voice
and ery, “ Come, come; whosoever will,
let him take of the water of life freely.”
In this respect, the Church is at once the
building and the builder.

¢ Race unto race shall praise thy works,

And show thy mighty deeds.”

Every livisg member of Christ hasa
workto do. There areno idlers in Satan’s:
camp; there should be none in the house-
hold of God. Let us each ask ourselves
the question, What am 7 doing?

16§

Man Z%as a place in the work, but this
verse shows that it is a subordinéite places
he is only instrumental. His working will
not prosper, if he depend only on his own
wisgdom and strength, “Not by might,
nor by power.” This is a pratest againat
creature idolatry and hero-worship.  * Woe
to him that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm.” Woe to him that sets up
his machine, and then rests in it, making
it a god; who goes to the battle confiding
in bissword and in his bow; who offers
incense to his net, and sacrifices to his
drag. The creature, even at its best, even
when it is what men call might and power,
can do nothing here. There are many
reasons for this. Fallen man iz wesk,
fickle, changeable; -he soon wearies, he iy
an earthen vessel, *“ even the youths faint
and grow weary, and the young wen ut-
terly full”" Then again, the work is very
difficult,  The strong man armed keepeth
his palace, and his goods arein peace; they
are asleep, they are dead, they are bound
with chaing and fastened with cords of
iniquity, and they love to have it so,
What can razre man do here, in this grave-
yard, this valley of dry boues? More-
over, it would ruin us, if success wers
possible in our own stiength. Paul was
a very humble mun; he says, “I am not
sufficient of mysell to think anything as
of myself,” and yet God, in wise mercy,
gave him a thorn in the flesh to save
him from being & castaway through pride,
and Paul felt the need be, and thanked
God for it.

Man, then, has a place in the work of
God; it is a subordinate onc; what is it#
We answer, Maw's right placs is when
he works in dependence on the Spirit of
God. ¢ Not by might, nor by power, but
by my Spiri.”” God can work without
man, but man canuot work effectually
without God. God's great work of crea-
tion preceded man's existence. He says;
« Where wast thou when I liid the founda-
tion of the earth§” % Who bath directed
the Spirit of the Lord, or who bath beew
his counsellert” Yet God, the Almighty
God, condescends to work with and by
man, Yea, he makes Himself in a manner
dependent on his human. creature. Hs
says, “Go, and I will go with you”
But if man does not go, neither does God,’
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Eighteen hundred years ago, He said,
“QGo ye into all the world;" but man has
not goue, and so great part of the world
lies desolate. It is said.of Israel, that they
limited the Holy One of Israel, It is said
of Nazareth, that He could do no mighty
works there because of their unbelief. He
went amony the Gadarenes full of grace
and truth, and He wrought a work of
woundrous power and compassios, but they
besought Him to depart, and He went
away never to returs. Oh! the respon-
sibility which this view of things involves.
He adds this postseript to his richest pro-
miges,  For these things I will be inquired
of by the house of Israel, to do it for themy”
and, if men do not inquire or ask for them,
then the blessings do not come. But oh!
the account “which these restrainers of
prayer will have to give for souls unsaved,
and towns and countries unblessed.

Man is in his right place when the
Spirit is working in, with, and by him.
The Spirit can supply what is lacking in
the instrument, and preserve from the
errors into which, left to itself, it would be
suro to fali. He can strengthen, enlighten,
fill with zeal, courage, and bowels of com-
passion. He can come as breath from the
four winds, and dry bones spring to life.
Satan is mighty, but the Holy Ghost is
mightier, and can cast him out. He can
save from pride. He can make Jacob feel
that he is buta worm, even when he is
threshing mountains and making them as
chaff; and so he will rejoice only in the
Liord. and glory in the God of his salvation.

Such is man’s placa in the work of God,
and, when he kuows it and keeps it, he
prospers and prevails. Man out of his
right place is easily discournged and cast
down. He says,* There is  lion in the
way; there is no hope.” Bul man in his
vight place looks tv the Lord, is-hopeful
and trustful, and so he is successful.
Zevubbzbel and bis people had returned
from Babylon, and set about rebuilding
the city and temple; but the ruins were
great, just a vast beap of rubbish, and the
laboters were few in number, while their
adversaries were many and aetive; so they
soon ‘becawe disheartened. They looked
at the little they had done, the vast amount
“at yet remained to doj they thought in
Hheir hearts, “We can nover accowplish
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this work,” aud they began to say it one
to another. They looked at the heaps of
rubbish, and as they looked at them they
scemed to grow bigmer and bigge; they
seemed like a great mountain, and the re-
mark became common. “We might as
well think of levelling a great mountain as
clearing away these rums,” and so they
gave over in despair. They were not in
their right plice. But God in mercy
camne and roused them. He spoke to
them by. bis prophets, He breathed into
them the Spirit of power and of a sound
mind ; they became new men; they awaked
like giants refreshed with wine. Now alt
is changed: they are in their right place.
They look around and they say, ¢ Where
is the great mountain? I see nothing but
a few Leaps of rubbish, which we ean quick-
ly clear away.” “What art thou, O great:
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou sbalt
become a plain®  There was no change
on outward things; the rubbish still lay
around, and the enemy were watching for
their opportunity, But the people wera
changed; they were again upon the rock
that was higher than_ they, and so they
could look over the head of every diffienlty.
So with one heart they shouldered their
mattocks and grasped their spears; they
worked with one hand and held their wea-
pous with the other, and the werk was
soon donej; the walls were rebuilt, and the
copestone put on with shoutings. Maa
out of his right place sces molehills like
mountains, but man in his right place sees
wountains like molebills, and bere is the
seeret of success.

This is no solitary case. The same
truth pervades the Word of God. Look
at Mosesin the wilderness; God appears
to himn, and says, “Go and bring Israel
out” Moses says, « What, T go; I brave
the wrath and power of Pharsob, from
whose face I fled for my life; [ take the
command of Israzl, who refused my inter-
position, and drove me away! Send by
whom Thou wilt.”” Moses 12 not yet im
bis right place; but wait a litile, and oh!
how changed, when leaning ou Jehovah,
and seeing Him who is invisible, he braves
the tyrant in his might, and hurls destrue-
tion on him and his hosts. Or look at
the ten spies, who have been searching the
land. They say, #Wae be not able to go up
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against the people; the cilies are walled,
and very great, and moreover we saw the
ichildren of Anak there. They were not
in their right place. But look at Caleb
and Joshua, They had secen the same
- things as their ten compauions, but how
different is the view they take! They say,
f#*Let us go up at once and possess it, for
we are well able to overcome them.” They
were in their right place, and so the moun-
tain  disappeared; the way. was open.
#Forward! forward!” was their ery, and
s0 in due time they possessed tho land.
The ten spies looked up tothe Anakim,
and felt themselves like grasshoppers be-
fore them. Caleb and Joshua looked up
to the Lord, and saw the An:kim like
grasshoppers, over whom they could go
trampling with ease. Look again at Saul
and his army encamped over against the
host of the Philistines. Goliath stalks
forth and challenges them to combat.
But nona will respond; they are not in
their right place, and so they flee from
his presence.  * Who,” they say, “zould
fight this great mountain ofz man? Who
could stand before him?  What could our
weapons do against his huge artillery ?°
They aie not in their right place. But
see the ruddy shepherd lad coming upon
the scene. e is in his rizht place, and
0 the mountain at once disappears. e
hears Golinth's taunts with indiznation;
he sees Israel's fenss with 2 blush of shame;
le cries, “«Who is this uncircumeised
Philistine that heshould defy the armies of
the living God?” And so he went (o
meet the armed enemy with bis sling in
his hand :and 2 pebble out of the braok.
The Pailistine disdained him, for he was
but a youth; he said, “ Come to me, and
I will give thy fiesh unto the fowls of the
Air, and to the beasts of the fiubd™ A
man out of his right place commits two
errors; ho see the great as listle, the little
as great; the strongx as weak, the wek a3
strongy and he can make na wav azainst
one who isin his right place. The combat
is soou ended, and Goliath’s head is in
David’s hand.

{The sume truth runs through the New
Testament.  The apostles were not in
power till Pentecost. 7 H-mee, untwith-
standing all the unparalleled advantages
which they enjoyed in companging with
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Christ sl the time of his public ministry,
He yet saye to them atthe end, « Tarry
ve in the city of Jerusalem until ye be
endued with power from on Ligh, for ye
shall receive power after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you.” When they
were thus ‘anointed, how wise, bold, and
cnergetic they became. They looked
down upon upon the hosts of their enemies
and said, “ Why do the heathen rage, and
the people imagine a vain thing? He
who sitteth in the heaven shall laugh the
Lord shall have them in derision.” In
this spirit what could withstand them?
Aad so in many other cases. It is good
to think of these things. It feeds our
faith and renews our strength.

You have work to do, and you cannot
do it unless you are in your right place.
You have work in your own soul; there
is still much land to be possessed, und
vou sometimes groan, being burthened.
But «if you live in the Spirit, walk in the
Spirit, and you will not fulfil the lusts of
the flesh.”  You will get new songs, aew
Ebenezers, and you will often find your-
self cheerfully saying, «Thaoks be to God
who giveth me the victory, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” You have work in
your family; your children may be grow-
ing up unconverted, without any signs of
grace.  This is a great mountan, but fuce
it, resting on the promise, «“ L will pour
my Spirit upon thy sced, and wy blessing
upon thine offspring, and they shall grow
up as among the grass, as willows by
the water-courses,”  You have work ia
vour town. Wickeduess abounds, and
God’s people have grown familinrized, ac-
quisscent, almost uncouscious of it.  They
seem to fancy that the difficulty, the seem-
ing impossibility, of correcting the evil,
somehow relieves them from vasponsibi-
hty. It is very discouraging, but think
what one living, earnest, devoted soul
has often been the means, in the haod
of the Spirit, of accomplishing. Taiuk
what the woman of Sychar, wlo became
a well of living water, did for Ler cold,
careless, apathetic town, Think what
Philip, single-handed, did for Samaria.
@ Lt God arise; let kis enemies bhe seat-
tered; and let them that hate Him flee
before Him. As smokg i3 driven, so

drive thom awny."—Th¢ Revival.
7
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I SOAMES; OR, THE GREAT
COMMANDER.

(From the Family Treasury for Marck.)

The subject of this trect was no soldier,
sod was npever on board a man-ef-war
in his life. He was a navvy, and came out
of Gloucestershire, avd lived when I kpew
him, in s parrow alley in o back street of a
small country town, where you would not ex-
pect to find o titled person.

Jim Soames had a very loud voice, 2 hot
temper, aond s high spirit; sod, when bis an-
gor was arcused, there were few that liked to
como ‘n his way. It was very often a word
2od a blow with bim, and ip bodily strength
he was more than a match for most men.

At the public-house, where he was well
koown, be used to give his orders in so high
a tone, and back his opinion with such vio-
lent language, Jaying down the law, aod ready
to dispute aud to quarrel with any oneata
moment’s kotice, thatitis easy to understand,
that whea some one called him “Jim, the
Communder,” the title fitted so well that it
stuck to him. Poor Phocbe Soames, Jim's
wife, was terribly afraid of her husband, es.
pecinlly when she heard him coming down
the alley after one of his driuking bouts; for
sometimes be used to' beat her sadly, and
some of the marks which be bad given her
#ho bore to her grave.

Still she never compluined; she was a pa-
#icnt, gentle wife, and hid her hushand's faults
and nlways had an excuse for him. Add
every week, when she could possibly spare
the money, she sent her children to school,
for she knew that was the best thing she
could do for their welfare. But not unfre-
quently Jim left her barely encugh money to
got thom food, vad though he was earning
the highest wages, she daro not ask bim for
more.

Yet Jim was proud of bis children, especi-
ally of his sons, and when he was in a good
temper, he used to play with and fondle
them; but their games generally ended in o
cry and a box on the ear, or a scolding; and
s0- the litllo ones were shy of their futher at
tho best of times.

QOne day, a little urchin of six years old
ran up to where Jim was at work, cryjug out,
“Jather, mother wants you bome! Alf(that
was the oldest) has falien off the rick, and
hurt his head, and they think he's killed.”

Jim's heart supk within him, and Le felt
cold all over when ho heard the words; but
ho grumbled out some reply. and threw down
tbe crowbar be was using, and mnde the best
of bis way to his house.

Tho messenger, alas! was too true.  There
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Tny the little fellow, pale and senseless, under
the hands of a surgeon, who was dressing
the wound, while his mother stood gobbing,
and many neighbors wero gathering round.
He hud fallen from off the top.of a high rick
upon some burdles, and the doctor beld out
no hopes of his recovery.

Jim spoke scarcely a word. He went to
his work again that aftersoon, but was ter-
ribly cut up. The strong man had never ro-
ceived such a blow before, and he was bowed
down by it. Jtwas so sudden, so unexpected,
and it touched the tenderest and most sensi-
tive part that was alive in bim. He was
uscd to bavingr his own way; bere he eould
do nothing. He could rebel if he might, bat
he had met with a stronger than he, and he
wag powerless. The more he fretted with
impatience, the weaker grew his pride and
judependence. .And at Jast, when he and
Pheobe stood aloue beside the little bed
where their first-boro lay bard at death’s door,
Le fairly broke down, aud they sobbed to-

ether.

All that night they watched, but there wag
no sign of returning conscinusness: and when
Jim came home from work the vext evening,
still there was the Jittle white face and relaxed
limbs, giving scarcely any sigas of life.

“ 1 bide up wi’ the lad to-night,” ssid
Jim to Phbe; « thee go and lie down, and
I'll call yeifhestirs” Aud Phabe wont
and lay down.

About the middle of the night Jim doaed
off to sleep, aud drenmed that he was a boy
once more in lus futher’s garden in Gloucester-
shire, and he was much troubled in his sleep,
and woke; and turning tosards the bed, be
saw, by the dun lieht of the candle, Alfseyes
wide open, and looking at him.

“Father!” said the boy, “pray to God,
pray to God!”

Poor Jim bardly knew what to do, or what
to say. He had often taken God's namein
vain, but now, to address him ju serious
thought aud parpose, was what be hod ot
done siuce the happy days which bis dreams
iind recalled to him.

“Shall 1 eall your mother, Alf?” said he.

“Pray God make me well” said the child,

Jim went and called Phaobe, but before
she could come to him, the eyes wero again
closed in heavy sleep.

Between that time and his death there
wore but few iatervals of consciousness; aad
almost the only words that passed his lips
were, * Father, pray to God,” and some few
questions about his place in school

From that time Jim Sosmes was an alter~
ed man, On the Sunday after he buried his
son, ho heard words inasermonin church
which made & decp impression upon him
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They were to this effect, that often, untila
sinner feels God's heavy hand, he will not re-
pent; antil he is brought low by sickness, or
want, or trouble, or loss, he takes no thought
of the evil of his ways, nor of the justice of
an offended God, nor of pardoa and peace to
be obtained through Jesus Christ, for “there
is no salvatiou in aoy other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved” fActs iv. 12.)
And he thought within himself, how very
true it is that God deals with us as a father
with his erring children; sud he felt thet it
was of his great mercy that he was oot cast
off for ever, but had a season of warning and
3 call to a change of life.

« Ab!” he said, “ my poor boy's last words
were, ‘Pray to God, Father! and I couldn’t
pray. Oh dear! to thiuk of being brought to
my seases by the death of my boy! Heknew
better than I, poor lad. And God knew
better than botk ofus what was for our
good.”

Yes, the change that was worked in the
heart of this sorrowing father by the power-
ful operation of the Spirit of God was a
mighty one. The darkness passed, aud the
teue light now shined, faintly aud uncertainly
at first, and wavering sometimes; but it was
‘mever again put out, and it grew clearer and
more bright, uatil it became pecfect day.

“Jtis Qod alone who has done it,” he
would say, ¢ by the power of his Spirit. He
has made me what X am now, & monument of
grace; and by-and-by, clothed in the spotless
robe of the Saviour's righteousness, and wash-
ed clean through His precious blood, I shall

eo the lad in heaven, where now he is better
off”

Jim's home wes a happier one from this
day forth. He was soon, able to take a bet-
ter house in = healthier part, thongh ke had
to pay a higher rent, for he could save that
irom the publichouse. His children were
better clothed and were constant at school;
and Pbebe could now say with truth, that
s_h.em was never a kinder busbaod than her

m.

Buat now Jim showed himself a greater
€ommander than before this change. For
he had still withia the evil heart ever tempting
him; he bad still the same high spirit to keep
under, aud the old sel(‘-willl;to tame. His
late companions jeered and laughed at him,
and used sometimes such bitter, cruel tanots,
as to force bim lo earnest prayer, and every
means of seli-control, that ho might not
break loose agsin, aud speak aod do as he
wa3 woot,

He is the best master that masters himself,
and this Jim was coabled to do; and, alter
many a bardly won battle, it was casier to
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sobdue the rising passion, and control the
angry retort, until at length he .conquered
himself quite. Not that he did not fall jato
sin, but he hated it and was grieved, and ke
watched and prayed more and more against

™

Yes, being such a man ashe was, Jim
Soames was a great Commander, for he raled
aud ordered himself wisely and well. For
“he that is slow to anger is better than the
mighty; and he that raleth his spirit thao be
that taketh a city” (Prov. xvi. 32); * and the
fruit of righteousness is sownin the peace of
them that make peace” (Jamesiii. 18).

Blessed are the men of peacefal life,

Who quench the flame of growing strife;

They shell be called the beirs of bliss,

The sons of God, the God of peace.

MY BABY’S SERMON.

I am alope in the house this Snuday morn-~
ing with my liitle James. All are gouwe to
church but the Lambie aod his Mother.—
How sweetly ho sleepsl—safe in having felt
ker near, when the little eyelids dropped, aod
the clenched hand softly opened, like a night-
blowing bad, as his sleep came on!

How sweet to -feel myself so muck to him!
“ As oue whom hismother comforteth so wil}
I comfort you” God speaks so. He knogs
all hearts—the mother's tenderness—her
baby’s eager search for her soothing--the
father’s heart pitying his children, and giving
“good things” to them. Al these are known
to him--given us by him as lessonsin his
word— and repeated to our very hearts in the
3ight and sound of these his little messengers
So he teaches us to understand his love.
His children shall be comforted, “as one
whom his mother comforteth.” And how ia
it? See bow in all aunoyance, pain, smod
weariness, -the little one turas o his motl =,
She alono can sooth. She alone can satisfy.
His first lesson ig to know her—to gasp and
cry for her at his first vague consciousness
of a want,

No, it is not in later life that's mother and
her consolations cau be better uanderstood
and appreciated. Others can then comfort
Other ties are recoguized; andit is not neces=
sarily (alas! it is not often) that & man seeks
his mother's comfort, above and before all
others, after he has left her side, and braved
the world’s battle alone or with other com-
panions. It is better so. There are other
lessons in God's word aud man’s life than.
those the children bring us. Tho mothers
heart could ill brook to spare that sweeter
earlier lesson of man's love, and that higher
Lovo which it shadows forth, thatis booad
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up in the words {a little bitter to the mother’s
ear!") “a man shall Zeave father and mother.”

But the mother spoken of in the verse is
the Babe's mother—his only one. ‘The sight
of her loving face is thefdelight of his cyes
er tender voice is his music. Her arms
his cradle of rest. 1o soothe and satisfy, she
isall hewants, Thvuly she is the type of what
God is to his clildren—“a very present help
in time of trouble.” The mother of the text
is a inother as God would have her—a good,
nay! the best of mothers. 'What hounour to
be appointed to shadow forth such high
spiritual realities! What carsest diligence
and care required to bLear the honour, and
fulfil aright the charge so given!

Lord, make me such a mother to wmy little
one! Lerd, be thou to my soul all that I am
to him! Lord, make me learn of him how §
ought at all times to turn to thee, ery after
thee, and be satisfied with nothing but thee!
May I learn of bim to rest in thee, and, hav.
ing this portion, to seek vo other!

How mauy lessons these little ones teach
us! ¢ Asnew-born bahes,” says the apostle,
“ desire the sincere milk of the word. that ye
may grow thereby.” An older child might
have this or that substitute for milk, aod
would grow the better for it. “To every-
thing there is a season.” But the apostle ex-
pressly says, © As new-born babes"—making
the power and strength of bis exhortation to
apring out of very feebleness. So, he tells
-as, must we “huoger and thirst” after heaven-
ly koowledge, so shall we be filled, and
nourished, aud “ grow thereby” uuto tho “ full
statare of perfect men in Christ.”

‘Then there isthe next stage in the little
life, spoken of by the Psalmist in the 131st
Psalm. “Surely,” he says, * I have behaved
and quieted myself as a child that is weaned
of his mother. My soul is even 232 weaued
child” In the verse preceding we learn
what is the behaviour ascribed to the little
child “weaved of his mother—* Lord, mine
heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty,
neither do I exercise mysell in great mat-
ters, or in things too high for me.” Here
again we find the type perfect. Itis God's
child—the child as it should be—that is
described—humble, lowly, quiet, and con-
tented. full of love, and trusting without
question——such 1 liftle ono as Jesus took in
his armsand blessed, and of whom he said,
« Qf such is the kingdom of heaven.”

‘I'bo little child does not reuson abont his
sorrow. e does not think or know that he
is to profit by the change—that he veeds it
—ig ready forit. Yet soitis. Baut these
aro “things too high for him” He only
knows that it is Ais mother who takes from
bim what has seemed at once his necessity
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and bis right—that she gives him some
thing else instend. Aund in his love and
trust he receives it. and “quiets himsell”
with it. It is his first effort—his first self-
velionce—the first onset in the haitle of his
life. What his mother’s breast has done
for him hitherto, he must now do, and does
for himsell. e quiets himsell.

O, for such a spivit! When God takes
away my blessings—so long possessed per-
haps, that I have learned to count _them.
mine, needful to me, a right—oh, to be
able to quiet myself as the child does, in
the simple loving trust in the hand and
heart that takes them away!?

Let me learn this too from the text, that
as a mother deprives her babe of its first
food, she does so but to provide some other
kind, different, but better suited to its growing
wants, She loves it cone the less, when she
steadily depies it what she knows it is wise
to witlihold. Nay! she proves the greatuess
of her love inso paining ber mother’s heart
that yearss to seothe ber darling, and see it
smile again.

So the Lord chastens his children. So
he weans them from the world, in whatever
form they may be satisfying themselves
withit. Yes! heeventakes from them good
things that they may seek and find betzer,” He
would have them seek higher food, and bua-
ger after “ the bread of life,” with whick they
shall be filled.

Let me believe it and trust it, even where
my weeping eyes cannot see it clearly—he
I 1as a better to give for every good he takes
away. Aud oh, may I ever seck to “quict
myself even as a child weaned of his mother,”
«for of such is the kingdom of heaven!™

Thavk God for such messages, and for
such a message-bearer!—Bible Hours,

Christianity is an individual work; the
grace of God converts soul by soul. Exach
soul is a world in which a creation peculiar
to itself must be accomplished. The
Church is but the assembly of all the
souls in which this work is wrought, and
who arc now united because they have
but ¢ oue spirit, one Lord, one Father.”

Be HEARTY IN ALL YOUR LABOTRS.
—XLet not your head, and hands, and
tongue be busy, and your heart idle. Re-
sults, by their greatness, will surprise the
truly engaged, while the double-minded
will wonder that so little good is done.
When the walls of Jerusalem went up
rapidly, it was because “the peopls had a
miod to build.” “The sluggard desireth,
and hath nothing.” )
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THE MISSIONARIES OF THE OLD
TESTAMENT.

There are some people who give no
countenance to missions or missionary
meetings, because they say they are new
things—inventions of the present age,
and they like to stick to whatis ancient.
But those who speak thus, show not only
their deplorable ignorance in general, but
their amazing lack of kuowledge of the
Bible in particulars  Solomon says that
«There is nothing new uunder the sun.”
And the subject of missions and mission-
ary meetings is not new. If any of you
wish antiquity on the side of an enterprise
before you embark in it rest assured that
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its untraversed and illimitable fields none
came back. No one could solve the query
buta God; and Heaven be praised for ever
that a God did solveit.  The Sou, the
second person of the Godhead, set the matter
atrest, by volunteering to go himself. “Here
am 1,” he said; ““send me."” Iis offer was ac-
cepted, and the agreement closed that he
should be the Father’s great missionary to
man, and that angels and prophets should
prepare the way for his advent, and that
when the years of preparation had been
filled up, he should appear in Bethlchem
in infantile weakness, to begin His work
of teaching, suffering and dying. He was
the first missionary and the greatest—the

-meeting that was held i the ancient ages

. on bad been chosen from eternity,

prince of missionaries; all others are but
his ambassadors, and He has been sending
them forth in every age, from the very
first. The first missionary sermon that
of eclernity, was a missionary meeting. | Was ever preached was delivered by Jeho-
Away back further than imagination can, vah himself, in the garden of the fall, be-
wing ber flight along the cyeles of the un- | fore the transgressors were driven ocut, in
beginning and unknown past, a missionary  these words which contain the kernel of the
meeting was heldin the hsbitation of God's | gospel, “ Twill put enmity between thee (i.e.
holiness—in the court of heaven. It was) the serpent) and the woman, and between
convened not for the purpose of selecting ; thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
a mission field nor yet to raise means to!head, and thou shalt bruise his hecl.”
evangelize it, but to fiud a missionary (oi From that ancient promise and prediction
undertake the work. The mission field | the church of God took its rise; and we
which infinite love Imd decreed to act up- behold witness after witness, as the ages
It was ' roll round, standing forth as missionaries
not to the reaims of self-ruined and rve- of the truth. The object of a missionary
bellions angels that the missionary was to , i8 tospread the knowledge of God amongst
be sent, but to a planet which was to be | the heathen, and as all who do not know
created and placed third in order in the, God savingly, are strictly speaking heath-,
solar system, on which it was foreseen that | en, wherever there was a voice lifted bear-
a then uncreated racs to be denominated ; ing testimony to the truth, that voice was
human should fall.  Qur earth was to be | the voice of a true missionary.  Wherever
the mission fleld.  Still the missionsary was | and in whatever manner rays of heavenly

you have it in the case of missions, forthe;
raost aucient assembly that was everheld
was a missionary assembly. The first

‘awanting, and the enquirs of the Father,
of bis co-equals the Son and the Spirit, was
¢« Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?”  The question went outward from
the throne of God, and sought an answer
from the utmost bounds of space, but from

light broke in upon the world’s darkness,
they were but heralds and tokens of the
coming day, when the Sun of Righteous-
ness would shine with meridian cffulgence
upon the nations. The great centre point
of missionary influence is God rcconciled
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98, Christ, and reconciling the world unto
, Aimself,-and from this ccntre it has ever
,.moved outward and onward., And cvery
. individual “ who has tasted that the Lord
.18 gracious" beeomes a secondary centre—
& living cmbodiment of the truth—one of
God's missionaries, Man does not require
to go away into some far off clime amongst
,men of a foreign tongue to be a mission-
_ary.  Every truc Christian is and ought
_to be a missionary; and he does not need
to cnter a pulpit to preach.  The world
.18 his pulpit, and the actions of hislife are
_his sermons. A holy life is the best ser-
Joon, and he who exhibits that to the
. Jrorld is the best preacher, and the greatest
Juissionary. It is by such life preaching
fhat the world has made advancement in
_religion, more than by pulpit preaching;
. aad every century of the past has had this
Jpowerful kind of preaching, for God bas
mever been without a seed to serve Him,
,and never shall while the sun and the
_moon endures.  “One generation shall
Jpraise hisworks toanother.”  “His right-
_cousness shall be for ever, and his salva-
..tion from generation to generation.”” As
‘he has appointed that one race shall be
the means of prolonging natural life to the
next, so it is with the spiritual life. Qe-
casionally a Lazarus shaking off the gar-
ments of the grave, assisted by a more
potent arm than that of flesh, has come
forth from the sleep of death; so in like
msnner that voice at which not only the
earth shook but also heaven spake audibly
to man io the old cconomy, and at times
~the Great Missionary appeared in person,
for *“his goings forth were from of old,”
but the general mode of spreading the
truth has been by human instrumentality.
All the Old Testament worthies were mis-
sionaries. The patriarchs were all mis-
sionaries to their own families, if to none
clse.  Bnoch’s 365 years’ walk through 3
wicked world was a glorious missionary

tour, 'Whether he travelled far and much
we ara not informed, but this we do know,
that his company was the best, for he walked
with God. His blameless life taught and
opheld true religion and his departure
hence, but not by the way of the grave,
told to all coming time, that, “Verily
thereis & reward to the xighteous.” Noah
wes another grand old missionary in the
years of ancient times. For 120 years
he lifted up both his voice and his ham.
mer against sin.  Bvery knock upon the
timber of his ark was a sermon, telling
the men of his day to repent and turn to
God.  And that ark of his was the first
missionary vessel that was ever launch-
ed upon the wave. It was built to carry
the knowledge of the truc God across the
floed. And that the rainbow that was
hung out in the sky when be landed on

-Ararat, hos been a mute but faithful

preacher of God's love -and covenant,
keeping character ever since. It is o mis-
sionary vow declaring in its languoge of
beauty, that the world, the great mission
field, shall whileit lasts be cursed no more
for man's sin. Abraham was called from
Ur of the Chaldees, and led out from
the midst of idolaters to be a missionary
in a land that he kunew not of, and there
to maintain the worship of the one true
God. He travelled through Mesopotamia,
Syria, Palestinve and Egypt; and within
his nomadic tent wherever he went, he
upheld Jehoval’s honour, and the fear
of the Lord was upon the nations
through which he passed. That was
a great sermon which he preached on the
mountain top, when he stood with the
knife uplifted to plunge it in his son.—
A Paul could reason and write coneerning
the nature of faith, but it teok an Abra-
ham to set it forth in action. His wnfin-
ished Mount Moriah sermon, which he
preached to all nations and times, was the
most cloguent sermon upon faith which




{ rank high amongst the world’s preachers.
i{ Ho was the firast missionary that appeared
in Egypt; but his great-grandson, Joseph,
was Egypt's great missionary. His breth-
ren sold him through envy; but it was
God that sent him thither, as the saviour
of that land and of his father’s houschold.
¢ The archers sorely grieved him, and shot
at him; but his bow abode in strength,
and the arms of his hands were made
sirong by the hands of the Mighty God
of Jacob.” His leading an upright and
Godfearing life amid many and strong
temptations, wag the manner in which he
preached from his youth upward. In the
home circle, in the pit in the wilderness,
in ‘he dungeon and at Pharaoh’s court,
Joseph was a preacher, and such was his
influence that he established, in the land
of the Pharaohs, laws which existed till
the time of Moses.

And Moses was another illustrious mis-
sionary of the olden time. While tending
sheep upon Mount Horeb, he received his
commission from the Most High to go
into Egypt as Hisambassador.  And there
he worked wondrausly, until at last he
brought up Isracl to the eonfines of Canaan,
with an highhaud. Hissermons in Egypt
proclaimed to the Egyptians that in the
things wherein they boasted of their gods,
and dealt proudly, Jehovah was ahove
them; and his desert march proved that
they who trust in the Lord shall lack no
good thing. He was emphatically the
great missionary of the Jews, and God so
honoured him that he buried him Himself,
in a mountain gorge on the heights of
Mount Pisgah. What an honour was
this

“ His was the grandest funeral
That ever passed on carth;
But no man heard the tramping,
Or saw the train go forth.
Buthad he not high honour?
The hill-side for.his pall,

To lie in state while angels wait,
With stars for tapers tall,
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§ was over given; and Abraham shiall ever .
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And the dark rook-pincs like tossing
. Plumes,

O'er his bler to wave,

Aund God's own hand, in that lonely lsng,

To Iay him in tho grave,"”

God sometimes uses the wicked as His
missionaries. Balaam, the false prophet,
was an instance of this. When God’scho-
sen people were on the borders of their
possession, he, at the request of Moab,
cawe from Mesopotamia to curse them;
but, contrary to the king’s intention and
desire, God made him give ufterance to
the poetic prediction, “ There shall come
a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall
rise out of Isracl.”” Not only has God
made the wrath of man to praise Him:
He has even employed the dumb animalg
as His missionaries. Not long after the
settlement of Israel in Canaan, weread of
two Thilistine kine acting as God’s mis-
sionarics. When the ark of the covenant
had been taken in battle by the army of
the Philistines, and disease and disaster
had accompanied it from city to city, and
Dagon, their god, had fallen before it,
they made a new cart and placed it there-
on, and yoked two milch kine to it, and
sent them off without a driver. Theso
cattle, led by adivine hand, took it straighs
to Bethshemesh where they were offered
up in sacrifice as martyrs in the cause of
God. That sermon of the ark and of
the cattle, with their calves shut up at
home, contrary to expectation making for
the land of Judah, would be told in every
home of Philistia, constraining all to ae.
knowledge that the God of the Jews was
agreat God, and that every beast of the
forest was His, and the cattle upon a
thousand hills. During the time of the
Judges, whenever religion began to de-
cline, God raised up some one as the pro-
teetor of His laws and the defender of
religion. The chief of these were Gideon
and Samuel. When Gideon and his 300
men went against the countless hosts of



170

Midian, they were engaged in missionary
- work. The sermon they preached that
night with their lighted lamps, pitchers
and timbrels, utterly destroyed the Midian
army and gave practical exposition of the
text, « There is ro king saved by the mul-
titude of an host;” for the battle is with

l
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it, and 183,000 men were employed at
for seven years. And the people «did not
complain at having to give so much, fo
when it was sct apart for the worship of
Jchovah they were as liberal ag ever: they
offered in sacrifice to God, on that oceca-

_sion, 20,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep.—i.

the Lord, and Ic casts vietory to either ' Yewhogrumble athaving to build church-
side of the balance at His pleasure.  Sam-: ¢s, look back and consider ‘how the first
uel was a wissionary dedicated to God ,p!acc of worship went up, and then go and
from hig infabey. In his boyhood he'imitate these large aud liberal - hearted

seemed as a little wissibnary at Shilols, ' Jews,

and when he atbived at manhood he set to|  Amongst the twelve tribes, the Levites
work to improve the moral and social con-| were the appomted instructors of the oth-
dition of the people of Isracl. Hewas a|ors, aad in the time of Jehoshaphat a
oireuit preacher.  ile made annual mls.znmsxon.nymce(uw was held at Jerusalem,
sionary visits to Bethel, Gilgal and Miz- | to sc¢ if anything could be donc to rcform
pehe He also established 2 wational s_)s-j the land, which was fast lapsing into idol-
tem of education, and maintained the | atry, and the result was that they were
“ schools of the prophets. ?  In the time! ! sent through all the cities of theland with
of the I\m«s} tdo, the Jews had some d]s~l the Book Of the Law in their hand that
tinguished wissionaries.  David was not they might teach the people. About the
only the great inspired bard of the nation | same time a bold and fearless missionary
but a missionory in the highest scuse. He 3 made his appearance in the kingdom and
was the first who purposed to crecs a at the court of Ahab, as the messenger of
fixed place of worship for Jehovab. He. . God; aud on Caymel’s heights he pre'lchc‘d
considered it as wrong that he himself a sermon that mado Kishon river run
should dwell in an house of eedar, while: red with the blood of Baal’s priests, and
the ark of the covenant of the Lord re--gave the worship of that idol suelr a
mained under ewrtaing, s it 2 part of death-blow that it never again recovered
the uissionary’s work to ercct louses to- ; ‘from it. Aud from 1 13jeh’s life true mis-
God? then king David was one in this, | sionaries of all lands may learn a lesson.
and the first who started the idea; andiSee him, in the years of drought and

(o

Solomon, his son, was the first who earried ! famine, sitting in solitude by the banks of
it into exccution. A collection was made | the Chereth, while the ravens are wingiug
for it throughout all the land, and unlike! through the air with his feod. Think
many ehurch building committees, he did { not, after such a sight as this, that God’s
not go himself, nor ask others to come and | servants will starve.  Verily they shall be

worship in it, until it was clear .of debt.
At its dedication, the first place of wor-
ship had no mortgage resting upon it~
And it wasno insignificant structure cither.
Both king and people went at the work in
earnest, and no less than 108,000 talents

of gold and 1,017,000 talents of silver
were nop only subscribed but collected for

fed, even thoagh Hisravensshould be com-
wissioned to bring them bread. And let
no one think that he can stop the charfot
wheels of God’s truth by the withholding
of his substance from its support. The
chariot of the Gospel shall ro}l on, whether

we put our shoulders to the wheelsor not.
Neither shall God want for charieteers.—
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Hewho made a dove the bearer of glad | the pestilence as the missionaries by which
tidings before, can do so again. IIe who | they shall hear it.  For it shall assuredly
opened the mouth of an ass to rebuke a| be told them, The waves of the surging
prophet, and who made an arrow, shot at, ocean may be checked, and cease to flow ;
4 - a venture, preach His truth upon the bat-y but of the increase and progress of Mos-
tlefield of Ramoth Gilead, is as fertile in  siah’s kingdom there shall be no end, for
resources now as cver; and IHis gospel] Tsuiah, the missionary poet of the Old
shall be ,proclaimed to the ends of the | Testament, gave utterance to God’s truth,
<arth, even though the flowersof summer, ' when beholding in far futurity the Church
the snow-flakes of winter, the trees of the "of Christ victorious, he sung: “And it
forest, or the stones of the field should shall como to passin the last days, that
cryout. And if we donot send mission-| the mountain of the Lord's house shall
aries to the heathen willingly, God may be established in the top of the mountains,
cause us to do it in another way, and at, and shail be exalted above the hills; and
greater expense than we imagine.  When all pations shall flow unto it”

He wanted an outeast gathered in from] e
‘Byria, in the days of Ilijah, and ro onej THE MEANS AND THE END,
went to do it, He sent Benhadad ahd his| OR, REVIVAL MEASURES.
legioz)s.as ascourge upou the land, to ﬁnd! Wo need not say that from the begine
a missionary. And they found one, llob'ning to the present day, we have been
in the schools of the prophets, but in the of those who believe in the necessity of
person of a little girl whom they carried | the special influences of the Holy Ghost
captive beyond Damaseus that she might 0 conviet of sin, to convert the sinner and

- save the soule
preach peace to the general of the Syrian ™" trumpet has indeed given an un-

army. When he wished to save Nineveh,  gortain sound, if any one has been in
aud a prophet chose rather to sink into a doubt as to our views on this or any other
“watery grave than to go as Ifis messenger ; theme. In _nll the years of dxscussu:]n
‘to that great city, e made « fish bring through which the Chureh has passed,

. . and with the most fearful pressurc on us
him up from the deep and send him back from those whose zeal is without know-

to his work. So also when God wanted ]Q(]f_{c’. and whose measures were in our
to bring a proud and hoisting Neichad- judgment worse than none, we have with-
nezzar to bless, praise and honour the out wavering, held to the doctrine that

Most Hich that liveth for ever and ever, Mol suasion cannot change the luman
= ? heart, that dry bones cannot be made to

and to acknowledge that all His works are }i0o without the breath of the Liord.

works of truth, and His ways judgment,:  But who ever saw on these pages a line
and that those who walk in pride He is that ealled in question the usefulness
able to abase, He sent a mighty drmy into OF necessity of means; agencics, measures,

[ . . :by which the instrumental truth shall be
Judea to bring up Dantel the interpreter, brought home to the intellect and heart of

o
of dreams to that heathen king's court, to ¢he sittner ? No, with the profoundest sense
teach him. Aud if we neglect the hea- ! of utter dependence on divine grace, and
then, perchance He may chastise us 'with;ponscious that without God we can do

the scorpion lash of war, as He did His nothing, it has been our mode of teaching
own people in the d £ old. If we doi 05y that it is our duty to pray asif we

people In Hhe days of old. L We G0/ q041d do nothing of ourselves, and to labor
not with our offerings and endeavours, send § o5 if we could do it all alone. Thus

the story of the Nazarenc to those sitting | would we combine faith and works, and
in darkness, God may select the famine or | show the one by the other.
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And it is horo that we think thero is
need of o quickencd sense of obligation on
the part of those who, in symputhy with
ug in the main, are yet slow to apprehiend
the demand for inerensed religious uetivity
in this present age of ours. To keop
sbreast of the times in general learning,
requires constunt reading,watchfulness and
labor. %o get rich, in the rush aud crush
of the world to-day, demands a quickened
aunergy that past centuries did not require.
But the acquisition of learning or riches,
is not to be compared with the knowledge
of God, and the weulth of heaven, Yet
the same modification of cirenmstances,
with the progress of time, that makes
effort more imperative now than ever to
secure this world’s good, impels in a high-
or gease to tha use of cvery available in-
strumentality, with all possible energy, in
the work of saving souls from death.

Thero is such a thing as religious wis-
dom, as woll as worldly wisdom: an adap-
tation of means to ends, the employment
of such agencies as sound judgment com-
mends, experience bas approved and God
hes blessed. This we do in the spresd of
the Gaspal by missionavy societies, in tha
erection of costly churches, in the publica:
tion of books, in the education of preach-
ers, God could work wonders of salva-
tion without any of theso secondary
canses of suceess.  Bul it is his plan to
use s, by making us use them, We are
instruments in bis hands; and what we do
under the guidnnce of bis Spirit, he does
through us. It is God that worketh in us,
while we are workiug oat our own salva.
tion and that of others

Because rash and indiscreet vulgar men
intrude themselves into the Church, and
get up excitements that ars mistaken for
genuine revivals, we must not lie on our
oars, and vefuse to use any means at all,
Because we have yielded too muchto this
fealing of disgust, with the excesses of
others, we bave swung away over %o the
other extreme, and settled down upon the
do-nothing plan, for fear of doing too
much. Tnisis as fatal a wistnke as the
one wo wonld avoid. Scylla is as danger-
ous as Charybdis.  Jn medio tutissimus
this. There is no justification jor that
feeling which refuses to do anything lest
we overdo. Wo ought to work for the
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salvation of those around ws, as we do for
the heathen; that is, sot on foot those ine
stramontalities which God will delight ‘o
bless for the revival of his people and the
conversion of sinnms, Thiy is Scriptural
and philesophical, and has the sanction of
experience and history, as wise andwell,
‘Phe sot time to favor Zion has come—
Within tho last thirty years we have not
had any year more signully marked by
the outpouring of tod's Spirit, than this
year mow passing. And theso revivals
have not, as a general thing, beou attend-
ed by the laboss of iterant and indiscreet
evangeliats, but thay have followed the
increased prayers, and labors of the minis-
ter and people in each of the places bless-
ed. And when the labors of the evange-
lists are called in, as they cer(ainly may
be with great usefulness at times, these
glorious revivals are not marked by those
aexcesses which have, in years pust, broughs
deserved censure upon those who made
revivalism a trade.  God is working
mightily now amongthe churches. His
windows are open. It is a good time to
work and to pray. We would stir the
churches to take hold on the arm of the
Lord, and in his strength to do great
things now. We would entreat them,
everywhere, tc be encouraged by what
they read of the revival, to expect the
same and greater things for themselves.—
Observer.

CHRIST'S GIFT OF PEACE,

Sometimes, to thoughtful minds, and to
hearts susceptible to better impressions, or
craving after better things, there comes a
new element of uorest, which no art can
soothe, and no human philosophy charm
away. The soul of man is lonely without
God, aad wretched without his prace. And
sometimes be feels that it ie, It wakes u
from its long strarge dream of picture
Joys orsorrows; from the Jelirium of amuse-
wmeat or ambitious striving, it comes to itself}
and then, amid the tumult of its thoughts
and anxieties, it asks for what it never
sought before—a peace which no Juxury of
art, no britliant fancy of novelist or poet, no
ingenuity or invention c¢an bestow. Sir
Humphry Davy declured that he envied
no quality of mind- or iatellect in others—
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;no genius, wit, power or fancy, but before
every other blessing he would prefer as
most delightful and usoful a religious be-
lief, making lfe a discipliue of goodness,
and opening to the prospect the security of
everlasting joys. Suraly the soul was made
to find its proper restin God, its trust in
his providence, its joy in his love, its
triumph in his grace. An eminent artist
employed in a Christian family to paint
the Eortmits of its membery, there beheld
the beauty of religion, and wasso moved
by it, that on taking leave of his employ-
er, ho said to him: “Sir, I would cheer-
fuily give away all the famo and riches of
this world, if I conld have your faith.”’
A Gorman Pauntheist once remarked to a
Cliristian scholar from this country with
whom he had become acquainted, “I
would give the world, if I had it, 1o be
able to say thou lomy God as you do to
yours.”

Itis only through faith in Christ as the
soul's Redeemer that this envied attain-
ment, bringing peace to the soul, can be
secured. Christ gives it, gives it freely to
the hungering, thirsting, restess soul. What
a ocharm, like the music of heaven, there is
in that winoing invitation, * Come unto
me, va that laborand are heavy laden, and
I will give you vest.” Surely his promiss
does not and cannot fail. He will give, he
dpes give, according to his Word,

How wonderful is this gift! Itis inex-
haustibly rich. The world sees justits
surface, and admires it} but theve is some-
thing better beneath, which it does not see.
In the “Greenroom” in Dresden, where
contury after century the princes of Saxony
have stored their treasures, there is said to
ho ane gem, presented louy ago toa Saxon
queen, which might seem almost an em-
blem of the greatest of all gifts. Itis a
silver egg, which, at thetouch of a spring,
opens and reveals a golden yolk. With-
in this, which opens in a similar manner,
is a splendid golden crown studded with
jewels, This, too, by the touch of anoth-
or spring, opens, aud in its centre is found
a magoificent diamond ring. The peace
which Christ gives to the soul is the *dia.
mond ring,” the inmost and rarest of all
the trensures of the soul.  But around it,
and still around it, aro other blessings, the
peace. of sweet content, the peace of un-
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murmuring submission, the peaco.of the
weary soul resting on that Providence that
lovingly and wiscly orders its lot.—Rev.
Dr. Qillete,

WAX AND SEALS.

Paul prayed for an opportunity. Ile
thanked God for an open door. In doing
any work, we nced material as well as tools.
No impression can be made with a seal
unless there is some wax ready to receive
the stamp. Do not neglect to have the
wax warm because you have n well-out
seal. Think of what you are to work on,
as well as what you are to work with.—
Wendell Philips and others who were en-
gaged in active efforts to mould publie
opinion, remsrked that their’ object was
not to prepare finished orations but to
move the heart,  Think of that, ye who
preach the Gospel of Christ! Be not ex-
hausted with labor for the discourse, bus
with labor for the hearers. Let those who
hear havo their hcarts in waiting. The
truth will be powerful, according to the
susceptibility of that on which it falls. -
Paper is as valuable, in the art of print-
ing, as types and ink.  We need- the sur-
face on which to make the impression, as.
much a8 the means by which to impress.
A heart warm with desire for God’s
truth, 13 the surface on which to receive
the revelation of His Will. Love will-
give that hue to our souls, which makes
the impression come out: clear and true uap-
on the texture of the spirit. Would you
be sealed, then be warm with true desire,
and evory touch of God’s Word will leave-
its mark upon your heart.—Obsérver.

Snericity.—How admirable is the
simplicity of the Jivangelists! They never
speak injuriously of the enemies of Jesus
Christ, of his judges, nor of his cxecu-
tioners. They report the facts without a
single reflection. They comment neither
on their Master's mildness when he was
smitten, nor on his constancy in the hour
of ignominious death, which they thus
describe—¢‘And they crucified Jesus.”—
Rucine,

The chains with whizh the devil binds
and hold many of his subj:c.s are made
of aotp,
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RISE, AND BE GOING!
BY REV. THEO. T CUTLER.

“Rise! let us be going!” Theso were
the stirring words which Chyist addressed,
on the night of his betrayal, to the three
neglectful disciples who had slumbered at
the garden-gate while he was suffering
above the fearful agonies in Gethsemane,
They bad beon told to ¢ tarry and watch
with him3” that was the dnty ofthe hour,
and they had eriminally neglected it. The
past was lost.  Already tie torches of Ju-
das and his gang wera seen flashing through
thp olive-branches,  What is to be done
must be done at once.  « Rise,” exclaims
the Saviour, “let us be going; Lehold he
is at hand that doth betray me.”  While
he yet speaks, the armed band of soldiers
press up around hiw, and Judns is already
planting on Ins Master’s cheek that devil-
ish dagger of a traitor’s kiss,

From these words of Chuist we wish 1o
address a pyactical hint or two to that
large class who are grieved or conscience-
amitten over lost opportunities. Our first
Lint is, Do not waste your time in unavail-
jug regrets,  You caunot dig up the buvied
past. It avails nothing for a full-grown
man to sit down and weep over bis neg-
lect to study bard and improve to the
full his eavly edueational advantages, The
seed-time of youth is goue; bat sbhall he
never try to make up the sad deficiency?
Because youth was Jost, shall manhood
be flung away afterit? By no mezns. |
have known of men who, at five-and-twen
ty, set resolutely about a cowrse of study
and observation that made their middie
life respectable; I have known women who
had fidttered away their girlhood, and then
grew ashamed of themselves, and wade up
their losses as rapidly s they could. My
friend, Jolin B. Gongh, was never educat-
ed umil he began his pullic eareer; pov-
«erty and the bottle rolibed hiw of his youth,
but he has saved his manhood gloviousiy.
One of the greatest Byitish admirals never
trod a ship’s deck unti) ha was forty; yet
e fived to carry his count, 7’3 flag through
battde-smoke to splendid victories. 1 know
of personsin my own chwich whore char-
acters were never developed, and who
never made themselves felt for God, or

!"

any good work, pntil they had existed
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twenty-five or thirty years for absolutely
nothing. Then they began to Zive. Then
their conscience awoke; they gave their
bearts to Christy their minds gréw; they
found a nobler purpose, and began to shed
forth n powerful influence. ~ Ono man
among us, befora be was one year old* in
thoChristinn life, did so much work for
Christ as to make good amends for his
wasted past.  * Never too late to mend.”
when one is earnestly determined to mend.
Toevery unconverted person who is con-
science-smitten over a misspent youth, and
a guilty career of selfishness and sin, we
would say, “Riseup, and be going!” You
cannot dig up the mounldering past, but
(you can seizs the precions present, and
 secure the futuve that God wmay yot spare
toyou, The battle of life is not lost. ~ As
one of Napolean's marshals once said to
him, # Sire, there's time enouch to wina
victory vet before dark.”” You arenot
yet before the judgment-bar, nor is yopr
probation ended. Riso 21 onee aud hasten
to Christ.  Come to him with an honest
confession of your guilt. There is a terri-
ble seove against you on God’s book of re-
membrance.  Go down on your knees,
and ask Jesus to 1ift off that mountain-lond
 of a life long trausgression.  Yon have a
great deal to confess. Let other poople’s
sing alone and look to vour own. Implore
Jesusto parden them for bis love’s sakeand
the sorrows of his bitter cross,  “It was a
bavd trisl 10 my pride to make my first
prayer,” said astont-willed man; “but when
my knees touched the floor, my hesrt
burst.” His sine wereheavy, but the weight
of God's love was heavier still, and lf?ey
broke him down,

Asyou havalost 5o much time already,
you must be in quick earnest to come to
Jesus,  Treat the sin that stands in your
way as you wonld treat the person whe
stood in your way if you were rushing in-
to your burning house to save your own
child. Doas fear of man hinder? Face
itdown,  Let no one laugh you out of
your soul.  Daes business hinder? Mnke
i your iirst business’ to seck God. Do
pleasure-doving friends flood you with jn-
vitations to their entertainments? So is
God inviting yon to the place of prayer.
Whose inyitation will you decline—man’s
or God’s$ ;f you would be saved, yor
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imust be in earnest. From a burning ship
s crowd of passengers leaped out into the
boats and cut them loose. One boat was
w0 filled that it settled to the water’s edge.
One drowning man clung frantically to the
‘boat's side. ¢ Throw him off” was the
cry in the boat; “he will sink us.” Some
ong, seizing a knife, cut off the fingers
that clutched the gunwale; but the reso-
lute creature flung his bleeding arm around
the rudder and clung to that!  “Poor fel-
low !’ was the tender ery that run through
the boat; ¢ his life is as precious to him
a3 any of ours; let him hold on if he can.”
That man was in earnest,  He felt a thiou-
sand fathoms of cold ocean beneath bhim,
and saw death glaring at him in every
wave, Shall a man be more earnest to
save his natural life than you are to eave
your immortal soul ?

But I would not apply to you the ar-
gument of danger so much as the argu-
ment of duty. ~ You are simply robbing
yourself of life’s purest luxury when you
rob vowrself of the joys of a forgiving
heart and of an useful, holy life. ~ The
best part of yourlifs for serving God may
be irretrievably gone; but save every price-
less minute of the remainder.” Tt was fav
on in a day of disuster that the swift-
footed Sheridan came flying up the Shen-
andoah to arrest his retreating troops, and
to roll back a defeat into a victory.  Sin-
uer of many years! the battle has gone
against you thus far.  Sin has conquered
conseience thus far, and robbed you of
life’s highest jovs and best ~achievements.
Stop not with mourning the lost years and
the lost opportunities to do a good work
for Christ.  You way vet win heaven,
and perhaps” win some souls for heaven
too.  During the present revival in my
chureh, several persons have entered the
service of Chrisy who are past forty years
of age.  They will not bring in such a
sheafas they might have brought had they
ontered the harvest-field in early life; but
they are gleaning vigorously, and may yet
secure & handful of the golden grain.

II. Some persons who have long hada
secret hope of conversion have wasted no
little time by delaying a public confession
of Christ. They sit nysing their doubts
and fears instead of doing their duty. They
Aare fealing their pulses to ascertain wheth-
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er they are alive, instead of proving their
faith by their works, and strengthening
their feeble faith by action, I have lost
just eight years,” was the sad confession
of a friend of mine who joined the church
after eight years of trembling, vexing,
self-tormenting delay.  Each year weak-
ened ber fuith until she grow alarmed lest
the feeble taper would go out entirely;
then she k'ndled it into a flune by one
vigorous swing of decision. It burns
brightly to-day.

III. We have an earnest word, in clos.
ing, to backsliders. You are the sleepers
at the garden-zate.  Your eyes are hoavy,
and your hands are motionless, The pray-
er-bell with silvery chime is ringing nearly
every evening, but yon do not hear it;
nor does the loud alarm-bell for lost souls
rouse you from your slumber.  Well
wight your neglected Master address you
with indignant irony, “osleep on now, and
take your rest, for yo have betrayed me in-
to the bands of sinners. Buty as the
torches of detection fall on your sealed
eyelids, methinks I hear that voice of in-
jured love sounding into your ears with
trumpet tones, * Risk up AND BE comvg !
The night is far spent! Sinners are stumb-
ling over you into perdition! The past
is gone!  Awake, or thon wilt lose thy
ctown! Aud what thou doest, do quick-
Iyt

READING AND IEARING.
BY REV. EDWARD N. KIRK, D.D.

In regard to The Public Reading of the
Seriptures, we need a change in the min-
isters: that is, they must, as a class re-
cord a profound conviction that God’s
Word, rightly read, is more powerful than
anything the preacher can utter: so that
he shall not drawl, or rattle, or mumble
through that part of the service as an un-
meaning and irksome form, as if he would
say to the people, “ This is nothicg ; wait
till you come to my sermon.” '

Another point to be gained is, a more
thorough mastery by the reader of the
meaning of the passage to be read ; and
to this must be added a more thorough
cultivation of the power to express the
‘beauty, the meaning, the force of each

passage.
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This-is 2 holy art yet too little appreci-
ated. Ithasbeen said of some preachers,
that their readings of the Word of God
were a complete commentary,and a powerful
seTINOD.

There was a preacher who expeeted
from the reading of certain hymnsto a
eongregation that some persons would be
converted; and he always used this read-
ing of the hymn as itself an act of wor-
ship—a means of cultivating or awaken-
ing the religious sensibilitics of the au-
dience.

There is also—The Hearing of the
Word. Many regard this as an 1dle form.
They never think of listening to God in
this exercise. It is to them quite dull.—
Their feeling is—*“I understand this;”
or, it is uumeaning, or inapplicable to me.
Preaching they regard cither as an enter-
tainment, or as merely instructive. If it
is profound, they are toc indolent to at-
tempt to comprehend it.  If it should be
impressive, they stop at the effect on the
scnsibilities, and go no farther. Such
persons are net seeking to know them-
celves, God, Christ, their duty, or the way
oflife. The two ways of hearing the mes-
sage of God are as contrasted as the desti-
nies to which they lead. The difference
between the true worshipper and the uwe-
believer isseen at every point of this part
of worship. Their views of the office of
preaching differ vitally. The one regards
1t as only a part of the worship; the oth-
er, all, unless he is to hear good music.—
One regards it as God addressing him
through His messenger; the other re-
gerds the preacher as a professional lectu-
rer. Oneis looking to sce how much of
God’s grace he can find in the discourse;
the other, how much buman talent. The
onc Is secking to obtain spiritual benefit;
the other, literary gratification.

Their mental attitudes, too, are con-
trasted.  In the one, conscience is awake
to hear the Xiord speak; in the other, the
critical judgment is awnke to try the
preacher and the doctrine by an artistie
standard. In the ouwe, faith reeeives
everything drawa from Scripture; in the
other, 0 much is received as is agreeable.
The one desires God’s blessing; to the oth-
er, that is a matter of no moment.

site as the modes of using this ordinande.
The spiritual worshipper only is blessed in
hearing. He comes with prayer, listens
with prayer, gnd retires with prdise. The
other eomes prayerless, hears unbenefited,
and retires unblessed.

The same contrast is seen in the de-
partment of praise. With the true wor-
shipper, it is an address to God ; with the
formal worshiper, it is simply a luxury, or
an idle form. The one utters his own
sentiments ; the other makes the words
merely a vehicle of music. The ope ad-
dresses God; the other amuses himmself]

‘What a contrast does the eye of heaven
look down upon in a religious assembly;
the sincese and the formal worshiper be-
fore the Searcher of Hearts! The one is
an apgel struggling to yeach its heavenly
home, longing for freedom, grasping after
its heavenly trcasures, longing to neet its
God. The other is a marble statue, swy
automaton moved by 2 foreign impulse; &
worldling elinging to carth, and really
wanting nothing more than the comfors
of pride and the satisfaction of material
good, and the benefits of human friendship
shutting out all disturbance from the
thoughts of the higher, asking only for
guaranty that selfishness and godliness
here may not be incommoded hereafter.
‘What a sightl—an unforgiven sinver be-
fore his Gsd unmoved ! :

Let it bea settled point with those
who feel the poverty and meagreness of
worship, that the remedy is not 2 mechani-
eal one. It isto be found, first of all, in
a rich effusion of the Holy Ghost. Let
us pray that our praying may honor God
more, impress an nnbelieving world more
—not with the idea that we are good mil-

Tiners, upholsterers, architects, scene paint-

ers, or musicians, but men In communion
with God. Al your repairs and smend-
ments in the liturgical line will leave you
poor imitators of cffete systems. Watch
the tree next spring, and sce that inward.
life can put on the true forms of beau-
ty which no council of artists could ever
have invented.

Lord! teach us to pray and praice!
Help us to pray and praise I—Obscrver.

Surrender to the cross, and win an

The results, of course, are just as oppo-| eternal crows!
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THE BEST SIGHT.

« Thou art fairer than the children of men; grace
is poured into thy lips; therefore God hath
blessed theefor ever.” . (Psalm xlv. 2.)

It-is well for us to have our hearts in-
diting a good matter, and to have our
thoughts taken up with the things that
concern the King.  Maybe, while we are
thus engaged, he may take usinto his gal-

leries, and show himself to us through the

lattices. There we shall sce for ourselvés

what here we only read of, the beauty of
Christ, the grace of Christ, the joy of

Christ.

Think of his beauty.
er than the children of mea.”
the beauty of external form, for then all

men-would have scen it, which we kuow

they did'not. As our hymn says:
"« Xo cartbly beauty shines in him,

To draw the carnal cye.” )

The evangelists speak nothing dbout his

outward appearance. We know of Moses,
that when he was born there was some-
thing about him that excited expectution ;
his parents saw that he was aproper child.

David was ruddy, and withal of a beauti-;

ful countenance, and goodly to look to.
But nothing-of this kind is told us con-
cerning Jesus.  The only hint we bave, is
when the people, looking at him, exclaimed,
“ Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast
thou seen Abraham ?" which would scem
to imply, that though still young, his ap-
pearanee was prematurely aged and worn.

This corresponds with the description of

Isniaa, who saw him in vision, and who
speaks of him as having “no form nor
comeliness, and when we shall sce him,
there is no beauty that we should desire
him.”  And again, “his visage was so
marred more than any man, and his form
more than the sons of men” The truth

ig, that for our sakes he made himself of

no reputation, and appeared in the likeness
of sinful flesh. His glory was hidden, the
world did nat know him, they mocked and
crucified him.  His beauty was a spiritu-
al beauty, and could therefore be only
spiritually discerned.  There was the
beawty of innoccnce. We are all involved
in Adam’s guilt, we are conceived in sin,
and brought forth in iniquity; buthe had
nothing df this, he was that holy thing, the
frait of the Holy Ghost, who was called the

“ Thou art fair-
This is not

Rt it e ol
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Son of God. There was the beauty of
rightcousness. We have all a corrupt na-
ture, from which proceeds, even from our
carliest years, every form of actual sin, but
he had a perfect nature, which manifested
itself in a spotless and uninterrupted right-
cousness.  There was the deauty of love.
We are sclfish, we seek our own things,
regardless both of God and man; but he
was incarnate love; he thoughtnot of him-
self, but lived and died for the glory of
God and the good of man. There was the
beauty of wisdom. We are foolish, de-
ceived, full of prejudice, and prone to err;
but he grew in wisdom, in him were *all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,”
he was the light of the world, he never
erred, was never at a loss.  See him stop-
ping the mouths of gainsayers, breaking
their snares, walking at liberty amid their
machinations, and astonishing even his ad-
versaries by the wisdom and authority with
which he spake. There was the beauty of
meckness.  [Weare fretful and peevish;
seven Moses spake unadvisedly with his
i lips; but Jesus was meck, “he did not
ery, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be
heard in the street:” “when he was reyil-
cd he reviled not again, when he suffered
he threatened.not.” There was thebeau-
ty of lowliness.” We are proud ; perhaps
this is the sin which most casily besets
created natures, for we find it breaking
out both in angels and men.  But Jesus
was lowly. Though he was the greatest
and highest of all, yet he humbled him-
self, and ever walked softly both with God
and man. _There was the beauty of pa-
tience.  In suffering, if it be severe, or
long coptinued, we faint, and murmur, and
complain.  But though there was no sor-
row like unto his sorrow, yet he bore it
with unfailing patience: % He was led as
a lamb to the slaughter, and asa sheep be-
foro her shearers is dumb, so he opened
not his mouth.”  Yes, all truc beauty
meets in him.  Those whose cyes are
opened, and who see him in the Jight of
the Holy Ghost, .cry, “Thou art fairer
than the children of men ; he is the chief-
4est of ten thousand, and altegether lovely.™
All that is.best and fairest in pature is
gathered together toset forth his. beauty:
| —the Rose of Sharon, and the Lily of the
ivalley; as the apple-tree among the trees

- e
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of tho wood ; tho bright and morning star;
the Sun of righteousness; tho Lamb of
God, and yet the Lion of tho tribe of Ju-
dah. Happy they who thus see the King
in his beauty.  Is this your happiness?
Have your eyes been opencd 7 Can you
say, There was o time when I saw mo
beauty, no desircableness in him; when
such books as Iutkerford's Letters were
incomprehensible and thoroughly distaste-
ful. But all this is changed—he hasshone
into my soul, ho has riveted my attention,
he has fascinated my heart.

Is it thus, indeed, with you? Then
thank God for it. Hail! thou highly fa-
vored, blessed art thou among men—bless-
¢d art thou among women.  You may well
fay—

0! to grace how great a dobtor,
Daily I'm constrain’d to be;

Lot this grace, Lord. like s fetter,
Bind my wandering heartto thee.

Are you bringing forth the fitting fruits
of such amazing mercy?  Are you secing
and realiziog your own vileness, in the
light of his beauty; aud are youabhorring
yourselves, ceasing from yourselves, an

secking to be found only in him? Are
you turning yrom all other glories, as poor
and passing, counting 2ll things lost in
comparison with the knowledge of Christ?
Arcyou rising from his works to himsclf?
and whispering in your heart, as page af-
ter page of nature's volume is unrolled be-
fore you. If these things are so great and
fair—that shining firmament, these flow-
ers of the ficld—whatmust Hebe, in whom
all is, from whom all comes, and by whom
all is npheld?  Are you thus growingly

|
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thing in the government of God. e
richly endows his creatures when ho forms
them; butif they fall they perish. Thus
it had hitherto been.  Butnow God- way
to bring forth a new thing, snd to show
merey and kindness even ta the fallen and
sinful.  Where sin abounded, grace was
much more to abound; and where sin had
reigned unto death, grace was to reign
through rightcousness unto cternul life.
Where men had  destrayed themselves,
God himselfwas to become their help. The
fountain of grace isin God—the three-one
God. It springs up in his heart, and
flows forth as a mighty overcoming river.
But Christ is the channel.  Graen could
not reach us but by him.  Cluist is the
receptacle—it all dwells, is all treasured,
up in him.  Heis the imparter or dis
penser of grace: wo can never get it but
from him.  “If thou knewest the gift
of God, and who itis that saith unto thee,
Give me to drink, then wouldest ask of
him, and he would give theeliving water.”
He is full of grace, and he gives it freely.
Grace is ever flowing, dropping {from him.
There is grace in his birth—Behold I
bring you glad tidings of zreat joy,” grace
inhis life, for in it he fulfilled all right-
cousness; grace in his death, for he thus
finished the transgression, and rolled away
the stone from the well's mouth; grace
in his every word : in his doctrines—God
so loved the world that he gave his only-
begotten Son; in his parables—I am the
vine, the door, the good shepherd, the
bread of life; in his promizes—Come un-
to me and rest; in his precepts—Abide
inme, aud I in you; in his prayers—I1

taken off from all, and your heart deliber- | will pray the Father. and he shall give you
ately, eternally fised on the Lord? Do !another Comforter; in his sympathy—
you find that being with him, and sceing | Able to be touched with 2 Iveling of our
him by faith, you are transformed and !infirmity; in his government—Makingall
changred into his likeness? and are you say- @ things work together for his peeple’s good;

ing, Let me, the old man, decrease; but
let him, the Lord of glory, increase, and
solet that word be growingly fulfilled.
 Ho shall beautify the meek with salva-
tion,” uatil that blessed and longed-for
day arrives, when I shall behold his face
in righteousness, and shall besatisfied when
T awako with his likeness?

But think of the graccof Christ. What
is grace? Yt is Lindness and favour to
the sinful and undeserving. It was anew

in his constant. presence—Lio, I am with
you ahway; in his seasonable, effectual
succour-—My grace is sufficient for thee.
Those who heard him. exclabed—Never
man spake like this man.  Men wondered
at the gracious words which precesded out
of his mouth. Grace waspoured upon his
lips: it was ever dropping, flowing, shin-
ing forth from him. It was this that
made him so winning and attractive, The
publicans and sinnersgathered around him.



THE GOOD NEWS.

The sorrowful, afilicted, broken-hearted
flocked where he was.  Jiven the little
children could not bo held back from him,
Natural physiognomists as they are, they
instinctively felt that they were welcome,
and that it was good to draw near to him.
Triends, do you sce this? do you feel it?
do you keop ncar him? do you expect

good fromhim? and do you gret it? Of

his fulness havo we all received, and grace
for grace. Letus beg it out by prayer—
let us draw it out by fuith. Tho Father
is saying, “Kiss yo the Son;” let usery,
Lord, “kissme with the kisses of thy
mouth, for thy love is better thaun wine.”

But think of the joy of Christ. «“I'here-
fore God hath blessed thee for ever.” Christ
was infinitely, cternally blessed.  Ile says,
“Before the mountains were brought forth,
ere ever he had formed the earth and the
heavens, then I was with him,,asone
brought up with him, and I was daily his
delight, rcjoicing always before him.”
This was true joy; for it was joy in and
with God. Ile wasalso happyin the pos-
session and enjoyment of that vast, varied,
rich universe, which he had made and up-
held.  Yet he left all this, became poor, a
man of sorrows, forsaken by all; it pleased
the Lord to bruise him. He impoverish-
ed himself that we might be rich; he died
that we might live; and juston the ground
of thisgreat and disinterested self:sacrifice,
God hath givep him back more than his
former joy. He is anointed with the oil
of gladness above his fllows; he bas re-
ceived gifts from men, even the rebellious.
He has'power to give cternal life to whom
he will. And what is cternal life? Not
cternal existence—lost men have that;
lost spirits have that; and they would
gladly denude themselves of it if they could.
But cternal life isan cternal happy exis-
tence, spentin glorifsing and enjoying God.
He has found this way of life himself, and
he invites us tojoin him in it. Come and
walk in this path of life, and then scek to
draw others after you.—British Aessen-
qer.

R -

In youth we use whip and spur to make
time travel the fuster, but whea age com-
cth upou us we would fain cml;ioy the
curb to diminish its specd.
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HARVEST TIME.
NY OREV, 3o P KIMBALL.

Th=e is a spiritual harvest time. Who
doubts it? It doues not coma just so many
months after the good sced has been sown.
Wa must look around us and see when
tho ficlds avo ripe, and when the time has
fully come for us to thrust in the sickln
and reap.

What then are the sigus of the times
just now? Wo notice with pain that the
Lord’s garner is comparatively omptly.
Our churches aro not so farge as thoy
should be, and by fur the larger propor-
tion of their maombers avo thoso who are
advanced in life.  In the natural course of
events they must soon leave us.  Multi-
tudes are standing aloof who sbould lLe
coming iu to taketheirplaces. They aro of-
ten respectfulto religion, and ready to hielp
support the Gospel, but they do not come
out boldly and say «“as for me and my
house we will serve the Lord.” ilow
many hends of families there are wko do
not feel prepared to give any religious in-
struction to their children, who rear vo
family altar, and who, by their actions are
throwing their influence in favor of a life
devoted to the present world. Must it bo
that these men and women, whom we
respeet ard love, shall nover Lo of any
service in the Church of Christ, shall nev-
er give their hearts to the Saviour? Shall
thoy go down to their graves whils yet
it must be said, “One thing thou ackest?”
Unless there bo a great ingathering and
that speedily, those who have reached and
passed middle life without a change of
heart, will continue as they are, and go, in
quiet and unconcern, on to the graveand lo
the judgmeont-seat of Christ.  Then, tco,
the youth will lose the golden season of
probation, their hearts will grow hard and
many of them will lie down in sortow.

What a harvest waves before us!  How
many precious sonls ought to be gathered
in! What parish does not need the bles.
sing! What a need thers js that every
Christian should labor to save souls.

Every thing is ripe for Christian of-
fort. )

The good seed has been faithfully sown
for many sencrations, and surely it 13 time

to look for fruit. The terrible war which
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has been desolating our laud is at an end.
God's providence .a it bas been go clearly
marked, that the thoughte of men in an
unwonted degree have been turned toward
their Maker. "We are not tortured with
anxiety as we were a few months ago.
And we begin to feal a sense of obligation
to God for his sparing mercy. More than
this, there has been a general conviction
that peace would be followed by extensive
revivals of religion, that the whole coun-
try would feel the Holy Spirit, and that
there would be a great turning unto God.
and already we have abuundant evidence
that God is not disposed to withhold the
blessing. From the East aud from the
West we receive tidings that the FHoly
Spirit hias been poured outsometimes in a
wonderful maoner. Men are everywhere
thoughtful, and are feeling that the time
has come when, if ever, they are tfo enter
the kingdom of heaven.

Ghristians, 0o, are conscious of & great-
er burden. of desire for the conversion of
men thay they have been wont to feel. God
is stirring up many mothera in Jsrael fo

ray more-fervestly for those who are yet
in their sins. All things are ripe for a
great and glorious work, if the peopls of
God only have the heart to enter upon it.

The future prospects of Christ's
Churck in our land depend very much
spon.what is now done.

Already there are conceiled men who
tell. us that the Church bas almost
Jost its influence in the nation, and who
think that the doctrines which our fathers
ook from the Word of God bave become
100 antiquated for the “ear of this genera-
tion.” The Holy Spirit must send home
the Goepel with power to the hearts of
mes, or they will, in great multitudes,
close their ears against it. "We need the
influsnca.of mavy th ds mora of ear-
nest, devoted Christians in the great work
of promoting future revivals, in sending up
to heaven avolume of prayer which shall
secare to us the constant presence of the
Holy Spirit. Cau we do without such

recious. influences? Has not the time ful-
y-come for us to thrust in the sickle and
reap? Sucksessons, if not improved, ars
soou gone forever. The winter sels in,
Rain, and frost, and snow, beat dowa and
destroy the grain and soon the day in
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which it might have been saved is gone
forever. All the hopes of the husbandman
are blighted, and he can only weep over
that which is lost bevond all hope of vé-
covery. How inexpressibly snd, if through
our short-sightedness and want of spivitual
life, precious souls must by-aud-by take up
the bitter lamentation, “The harvest is past,
the Summer is ended, and we are not
saved.”

How then can Christians be successful
Inborers in God’s barvest?

We must place ourselves fully at his
disposal.

Turning away from evary sin, we wust
lay a broken and contrite hearl upon
God’s altar. And as we bow humbly be-
fore the throne of grace, and feel the love
of Christ swelling within our rouls, each
one must cry, “Heream I, send me” If we
let the Holy Spirit take full possesdion of
owr hearts, God can consistently use us as
instruments of mercy to others. When
the astonished Saul-eried from the depths
of a penitent spirit, “Lord, what wilt
thou have meto do!” then God made bim
a chosen instrument to bear salvation to
the Gentiles,

We must -be fervent in prayer.

Until Christians are ready to plead with
God and give him no rest, they cannot
expect the blessing in its fulness Itis
a0t enough for us to say that we shonld
be glad tosee God’s work revived. Thare
must b2 a burden of prayer upon our
souls. Wo must entreat our Heavenly
Father to have mercy, and in proportion to
the magnitude of the boon we crave must
weagonize in prayer. When we are “full
of tho Holy Spirit and of faith” aud «cry
mightily” unto God, then it is thut
“ much people” s “added unto the Lord.”

We must testify to the iruth and pewer
of the Gospel.

We are witnesses for Christ, showing
forth the power of his salvation, and if
our {estimony is feeble, if we are unwil-
ling witnesses, if in our families, among
our companiens, in the praver-mecting, in
fact everywhere, if wa do not stand up
for Jesus, we are not doing all we can to
bring men to Christ.

We must labor with our friends and
personally lead them to the Suviour.

Now they ars glad to have some one
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care for their souls.  We may sometimes
meet with rebulls, but the weakest Cliris-
tian who, with a soul lifted up in prager
to God and with a tearful earnesncss,
will labor personally for the conversion of
souls, will meet with 2 succass that shall
seem perfectly wonderful.  Simple, unpre-
tending words. coming from the heurt,
when they are sent home by the Holy
Spirit, have power to melt down the flinty
rock.

I we are not already in this work, bas
not the time come for us to outerit? Is
thare any other labor that is mors impor-
tant? Can we, in auny other way, secure
so glovicus a record? Should not every
minister and every private Christian pray
for graco that he may be wise to win
souls, that ho may have strength to lay
himself a living sacrifice upon God's altar,
and then toil with all his might to gather
souls into the garner of the Lord.  We be-
lieve the harvest time has fully cowe, and
how we should be spurred on to offort by
the glorious thought that when the Sa-
viour heckons us to our eternal home we
may have many sheaves to be our “ glory
and joy” in the preseuce of our Lord
Jesus Chyist at his coming.— Boston Re-
corder-.

“PERPETUAL MOTION.

Some twenty vears ago, there was a
shop-boy in Dublin, known at first as
Johnuy Morgan, but afterwards called
“Perpetual Motion.” He had learned the
worth of his own soul, and so had learned
the worth of other souls. Every Sab-
bath morning, therefore, he was to be seen
ranning from door to door in Mountjoy
Square, thathe mightcollect the members
of an AdultBibleclass. e neverstopped,
till, lik a shepherd’s dog, he bad found all
bis stray sheep, and brought them once
more uvder the Shepherd’s watch and
care.

What become of that voy? Did he
cease at lenath to Jabonr for the salvation
of men? Having begun to run well did
he faint in the race? No., That same
«Perpetual Motion” was aftarwards trans-
ferred to a missionary field. His activity
was first seen in the humbler efforts of &
catechist. And when the cateclist had

hi:s!

purchased a « good degree,” it was exhib
ited in the labours of  successful mission
ary.

“What was the secret of his usefniness
Just this, and nothing more: whenever the
guestion arose, it respect 1o any servics
which he could perform, *“Who will doit ¥’
he said, “I will do it.” Reader! would
you learn how you can do much for Christ
and for precious souls? Be always ready
to say, when auy service iu your powar is
needed, “I will do it.” :

YOUR MISSION.

If you cannot on the oceen,. )
Bail among the swiftest fleot,

Rocking on the highest billows,
Loughing at the stdrm you méet;

You can stand among the sailors,
Anchored yet within the bay,

You can lend & band to help them,
When they launch their boats away.

If you are too weak to journey
Up tho mountains steep and high,
You can stund within the valley
While the multitude go by;
You can chant the happy meagures
As they slowly pass along,
Though they may forget the singer,
They will not forget the song.

If you bavoe not gold and silver
Ever ready at command,
If you cannot toward thé neecdy
Reach an ever-open hand,
You can visit the afflicted,
O'cr the erring you can woep,
You can be a true disciple,
Sitting at tho Saviour’s feet.

If you cannot in the hatvest,
Garner up the richest sheaves,
Many o grain, both ripe and golden,
1Will tho careless reaper leave.
You can glean among the briars,
Growing rank against the wall,
For it roay be that their shadoiv

Hides the heaviest wheat of sil.

Do not then stand idly waiting,
For some greatzr work to doj
Fortune is a lazy goddess,
She will never come to you—
Go and toil in any vineyard;
Do not fear to do ¢c dare
If you want a ficld of labor,
You can find it anywheres

Humility attracts the cye and heart of
God himself. Job was never more accept-
ed'of God, than when be abhorred him~

self.
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LESSONS FROM NERO'S HOUSE-
HOLD.

BY THE REV. J. C. RYLE, B..A., ENGLAND.

Lessons from Nero's houschold !  How
strange that sounds. The master of that
household was a bad man, if ever there
was one. Nero, the Emperor of Rome,
was 2 very proverb for cruelty, profligacy,
tyranny, and wickedness of every descrip-
tion. Yet this is the man to whose house-
hold the Bible sends us for instruction !

Lessons from Nero’s houschold! 1t
seems almost incredible. In the house-
holds of Abraham, or Moses, or Samuel,
or Daniel, or Sergius Paulus, or Gaius,
or Stephanas—in such bouseholds we
might well expect there was something to
be learned. But who would ever dream
of Jessons from the household of the worst
emperor that ever ruled over Imperial
Rome?

But what are thesa lessons? and where
are they to be found? They are to be
found at the end of one of St. Paul's epis-
tles. They form almost the last words
which the great Apostle of the Gentiles
wrote to his beloved Philippian church
when he was a prisoner at Rome. He
had probably dipped his pen in the ink
for the last time, when he put down those
simple words, “ All the saints salute you,
chiefly they” that are of Cwmsar’s house-
bhold” (Phil. iv. 22.) )

I frankly confess’ that I have long read
that verse with deep interest. I am one
of those old-fashioried people who believe
that every word of Seripture is given by
inspivation of God; and that every verse is
full of instruction, if we had only eyes to
see it. Tses in the verse before us two
weighty Jessons, which I should like to
impress on every reader's mind. Who
these snints were we ave not told.  Their
names, their rank, their history, their
difficulties, their work, their lives, their
deaths, all are completely hidden from our
eyes, and we shall know nothing more
6l the Jast day. We only know that
there were “snints” in Nero's household,”
and that they were courteous saints.  Qut
of these two facts we will draw two les-
sons.

We see then, for ono thing, in Nero's
houschold, the almighty power of our

|
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Lord Jesus Christ. e could enable
people to be Chuistians even in Nero's
palace. By the grace of the Holy Spirit,
which be planted in their hearts, he could
give them power to be “snints” in the
most unfavourable position that mind can
conceive. With the Lord Jesus nothing
is impossible; nothing is too hard for
Christ’s grace.

There is something to my mind most
important in this Jesson. It ought to
come home with power to all who live in
great towns. It ougbt to ring in their
eass like a trumpet every day they live.
It is possible to be a saint in a great city!

Great cities and towns, as a general
rale, are most unfavoursble places to a
man’s soul. Those who live in London,
Manchester, Liverpool, or Glasgow, kuow
that very well. The whirl of business in
which every one seems to move, the in-
cessqut hurry to Dbe rieh in which all
seem to be rushing along, the inlense
struggle to “get on,” which scems to be
the absorbing thought in everybody's
mind—all this seems to make religion
nearly an impossibility. Let a believer
walk through Cheapside or the Strand,
in an afternoon—Ilet him mark tte care-
worn faces that he will meet at every
step—faces in which n:oney, money—
business, business—is so plain that you
could ahnost fancy you saw it—and if
he does not ask himself, «“How can the
soul thrive here?” I shall be much sw-
prised.

Now, if this be true of towns in Churis-
tiap countries, what must be said of towns
in heathen lands?  What can we imagine
wore trying to the soul than the position
of a Christian at Rome ?

A believer at Rome would have all those
trials which are the portion of the house-
bold of faith in every age—the trials which
you and I find it so hard to-bear—an evil
heart, an ensnaring world, and a busy
devil.

But a believer at Rome would have
trials over and above these, of which you
apd T, living in quiet England, by God’s
mercy, know nothing.

He would live in a city where he might
expect persecution any day, and where the
name of Christ was scarcely Lknown, and
if known daspised.
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He would live in n city where idolatry
was the fashion, where the temples of false
gods would meet his eve on every side,
where the mere fact of not bowing down
to dumb idols would be an unusual thing.

He would live in 2 city where the gos-
nel standard of moralivy was utterly sneer-
ed at; where the excellence of trath, purity,
meekness, and geatleness would be un-
known,

And yet, in spite of all this, God hrd
a people at Rome. THere, in the midst
of the darkest superstition and idolatry—
here, in the midst of immorality and pro-
fligacy, the grace of God was proved all-
poweitul,  Lven here there was a church
which coull value the longest epistle Paul
ever wrote. Even liere thero were “saints
in Nero’s housebold.”

Can any owe of us imagine the difficul-
ties of a Christian in Nero's household ?
I suspect not. T believe that in & Chris-
tian country like this, amidst all the ia-
sensible restraints and beoefits of Serip-
tural religion, we can scarcely have the
faiuiest conception of & heathen emperor's
houschold cighteen hundred years ago.

We sheuld bave seen justice, purity,
and trath daily trodden under foot. We
should have had around us hundreds
who neither knew por valued the sixth
and seveath commandments. Our eyes
would have been saddened by fearful
sights, and our ears tortured by vile and
defiling words. And even if our souls
escaped damage, our lives and liberty
would have been in constant peril. We
might have felt every morning when we
rose from our beds, “There is but a step
between me and death.” Yet even in a
position like this the grace of God trinmph-
ed. By thegrace of God theve weve saints
even in Nero’s household.

The grace of God can makea mana
Chuistian anywhere, in any position, under
any circumstances, however unfavourable
those circumstances may scem to be; and
not ouly make him but keep him so too.
It can give him power to follow the Lord
alore, while all around him are following
sin and the werld. It did so for Daniel
at Babylon, for Obadiah in Ahaby’s court,
for Lot in the midst of Sodom and Go-
inox'ralz, and for the saints in Nero’s house-

old.
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It can enable a roan to serve God amidst
a family of ungodly relations. It can
call him out and make him a witness for
Christ, while all bis kindred ave walking
in the broad way. It did =0 for Jonathan,
the son of Saul, for Abigail, 1he wife of
Nabal, for Josiab, the son of Amon.

It can enable a man to serve God in the
most dangerous professions. It can keep
him unspotted, while all around him are
defiled. It did so for Cornelius the cen-
turion in the Roman army, and for Zenas
the lawyer,

I know the thought that is in many
hearts, I know you fancy your position
in life prevents your being a decided
Christian.  You say to yourself, * Had I
a different master, or a ditferent dweliing,
different fellow-servants, or difforent friends,
a different position in life, or difterent
children, then I would serve the Lord.”
I warn you aga’nst thiz delusion. I tell
you, it i3 not change of condition that
you want, but grace.

It is not learning, nor mouney, nor the
favour of the rich, nor the company of the
saints, nor pleaty of privileges; it 18 none
of theso things that makes a Christian.
Tt is the grace of God that is wanted, and
nothing else. It is the work of God the
Father, God the Son, and Gud the Holy
Ghost in the soul.

When the Spirit comes into 2 man's
heart, ho will be & Christian, notwithstand-
ing any disadvantages. I defy the world,
the flesh, and the devil, to keep him back.
He will follow Cbrist, glorify God, and
be saved, in spite of them all.

Till the Spirit comes into a man's heart
he will never be a Christian, however
great his privileges. No! not though he
be servant to a prophet—Gehazi served
Elisha.” No! not though he be companion
to a man after God's own heart—Joab
was always with David. No! not though
he be an apostle and a fijend of apostles
—Demas went aboul with Paul, and
Judas followed Christ. Without graze no
man ever will serve the Lord.

It is grace, grace, nothinz but grace,
that makes a Chrishan. You that would
be saved remember this. Let this be
your first step, your starting-point—Come
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and ask for

grace.
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Afor studying human nature for twen-
ty-four yemrs asa minister, I feel that I
ought to know something of it. I believe
that one graud reason why many never
take up decided religion is a dread of the
difficul.ies connected with it.  You say to
yourselves « Itis no use; I nevercan alter; I
never can break off from wy old ways; I
nevershall besaved.” Icharge you, and en-
trent you, not to give way tosuch notions, I
tell you that the grace of God can do any-
thing. With grace nothing is impossible.

I bave learned never to despair of any
one as long as he lives, and is within the
reach of the Gospel. T may see no change
in many at present. T may die and seelit-
tle or nothing done. But still T will hope
on. I shall hope to meet in glory, at

Clnist’s appearing, many of those who
now walk in the broad way. They may |
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It gives me a most pleasant idea of the
ways and manness of the early Christians.
It shows we that there was nothing rough,
and hard, and stern, and harsh, and austere
about their Chuistianity. Ob, no! They
were a feeling, warm-hemrted, loving,
goeuial, considerate people.  They were
uot entirely taken up with themselves and
their own dulies, crosses, couflicts, and
trials.  They could think of others.
Courtesy and consideration for others
are Chyistian graces which receive far les
attention than they ought to have. All
like to be remembered by others, even if
itis only in the postseript of a letter. Nono
like to be altogether forgotten. * Little
attentions,” as people call them, are any-
thing but little in reality; and that man
knows little of human nature who faneies
they are of no importance. None are

be far off, but graco can yet bring them | above being pleased by them, whatever
in; they may scem havdened, but graee | they may profess to the contrary. Cour-
can make them tender as a weaned child. | tesy, and civility, and manners may doubt-
I do not despair of hearing that thejless be made too much of; but, for all
most careless have learned that “ one thisg | that, they are not to be despised. They
is peedful”—~the most formal, that baptism jare everything with some, and they are
and church-membership are useloss unless | something with all. The Christians of
a man becomes a new creature—the most | the New Testament day did not despise
self-tighteous, that other foundation but;them, neither -hould we.
Jesusno man can lay—the most scoffing,| I fear there is a fault among Christiang
to delight in nothing so much as prayer.,in this maiter. Some behave in such s
T cannot despair vith ihis verse of | maoner that oneight fancy they thought
Scripture before e, ) read this little {it a Christicn duty to be rude. But they
sentence, I remeraber what Rome was. |have utterly mistaken the spirit of the

I remember what Nero was, and yet I see
what grace can do. So Jorg as I live I
must and will hope on.

Wo sce, for another thing, in Nero's;
household, a bright example of Christian |
courtesy. Many as the trials of these
saints must have been, countless as their
daily vexations and  distractions, they did
not forget to thiok of others. They had
large and sympathising hearts,  They)
remewbered their brethern and sisters at
Philippi, tbough, perhaps, they had never
seen them in the flesh. Awnd so, when
they heard that the great Apostle of the
Gentiles was writing to the Philippian
church, they took cara to send s kind
message:  “All the saints salule you,
chiefly they that are of Cemsar’s house-
hold.”

There is something to my mind ines-

pressibly beautiful io this Jittle message.

Gospel when they act so; and I tell them
50 NOW.

There isno true religion in rudeness.
A man who is led by the Spirit ought to
be more courteous and polite than others,
“What do I more than others?” should
be his_question.  Certainly not, “What
do I less?’ He will have within him
the roots of all true courtesy—humility
and charity, He will be lowly in his own
oyes, vwilling to count every one better
than himself, and more worthy of honour,
attention, and respect. He will be ready
to take the lowest place, if need be. He
will not be always thinking of self, sclf’s
ways, self’s desires, and self’s wishes; his
great aim will be to make others comfor-
table and happy. Selfishness and pride
are the two chief enemies of courtesy, and
they are feelings to which a real Christian
should feol aphamed to give way, Read-
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er, depend upon it, to be uncivil apd un-
courteous is no mark of grace.

Do we seek for examples of courtcsy
and coneilaratencss in the Bible? ILict
us study the conduct of Abraham, as re-
corded in Gen. xiii. See how he gives
Lot the choice of the land:—¢If thou
wilt take the left hand, then I will go to
the right; or if thou depart to the right
band, then I will go to the left.” Lot
was & much voi-ger man than himself,
and could have found no fault if' he had
been left to take what Abraham rejected.
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I fear, even now, that many will: think
this Jesson from Nero's household a matter
of small importance. I fear that some
reader issaying in his heart, ¢ What waste
of spaceis this! Xow much better to
speuk to us about inspiration or justifica
tion—about clection, or grace, or the
Millennium, or unfulfilled prophecy !
Who knows not such things us these?”
Reader, if this be your thought, I am sor-
ry for you. I think you have much yet
to learn.

I call nothing little in religion which

Lot had no promise of the Jand for his,may be practised every hous of the day.

inheritance, and had received no special |

marks of God's favour. Yet Abraham
ireats Lot as the most doserving of the
two, declares himself willing to make any
sacrifice, and isready to.make any arrange-
ments by which peace and good fecling
may be kept up between them. And'he
lost nothing by it at last. God loves to
hopour practical charity and humility.

Do we ask for another esample of cour-
tesy? Let us study the character of the
Apostle Paul.  Let us mark how he fre-
quently sendskind messages to individuals
in ‘the cpistles " that he writés to the
churches. Amidst the constant thought
and attention which the care of churches
demanded—with all the anxieties of doc-
trinal and practical questions coming daily
upon him—trouble on one side by Corin-
thisn immorality, on another by Galatian
false teaching, on a third by Ilebrew
seruples—who, I say, would have expected
an apostle to remember so many persons,
and to have sent them so many kind mes-

From morning to night thereis always
room for exercising Christian courtesy
and consideration.

I call nothing little which tends to make
religion more beautiful in the cyes of the
world.  Little arrangements make all the
difference in the appearance of a room;
little adornments make all the difference
in the looks of a bride; little attentious
make all the difference in the comfort s
master feels in a servant. I am very
Jealous for my Master's cause.  Aunything,
anything, to wake it more lovely before
man! .

Cease, I beseech you, to think these
things matters of little importance, The
practice of them costs little, but the value
of them, in the long run, is very great.
A kindoess of manner and demcanour—a
readiness to sympathisc with others, to
weep with them that weep, and rejoice
with them that rcjoice—a forwardness
to offer assistance when it seems likely to
be wanted—a kind message in time of

messages as are recorded in the last cliep-, trouble, or a kind inquiry in time of sick-

ter of the Epistle to the Romans? And
he reaped his reward. No wonder that
Christians loved him tenderly, when they
saw such largenessand sympathy of heart.
No wonder that a great writer has called
him ¥ the most finished gentleman™ the
world has over secen—the most complete
combination of charity and humility.

I ‘wish, with all my heart, that this
subject received inore attention tham it
does from the churches of Christ in the
present day. I wish' that Christians
thought more of “adorning their doc-
trine,” and making thejr religion lovely,
beautiful, apd gtéraclive in the eyes of
e,

ness—all these may ‘scem very small mat
ters, but they are not so small as you
think. They arc not forgotten. They
tend to increase your influence; they help
to open a door of usefulness; they make
people more willing to hear what you
bave got to say for your master’s cause.
When people see that you care for them,
they are more disposed to care for you.

Reader, study to be courtcous and con
siderate. Pray for grace to be so. No
man is so by nature. Few children can
shut a door behind them, without being
desired, or say “if you please” unbidden,
or “thank you” without being taught.
By nature we are all for ourselves.



ise

I leave the subject now to calm consid-
ceration.  Cirsuastances, no doubt, make
o difference. Early habits, peculiarly of
temperament, a solitury life, forgetfulness
of mind—all these are things that will
have an influence. It scems more easy to
some people to be courteous than it does
to others. But that all professing
Christians should aim at courtesy, I am
fully persuaded. Well indeed would it
be for the :ause of Clrist, ifall Chris-
tians walked in the steps T have tried to
trace in this paper, and were like the
“saints in Nero’s houschold.” — Quiver.

THE MISSIONARY CHILD.

“ I love the missionaries,” said Sarah,
a8 ghe dropped & pepny into the famly
mission box. ¢ Wouldn't you like to have
me be a missionary, mother ?”’

“If you arc prepared, my child,” an-
swered her mother,

A little girl with a basket in her hand
came loitering down the road. Her dress
was faded and ragged; she had an old
bla-x hood on her head which did not
hide her tangled hair, and her bare
feet were almost black with dirt. Her fa-
ther was a drunkard, and her mother a-
sickly, shiftless woman. Naney was now
on her way to school. ¢ Thereis a little
girl that needs a missionary,” said Sarah’s
mother, who sat at the window.

“ TWho, mother ?” asked Sarah, running
to look out. ¢ Oh, Nancy?”

“Yes," snid her mother. “The poor!
girl needs the heart of a missionar to -
love-her and do her good. Aad a child of ;
gity and sympathy and self-denial would,

think, be the best missionary for her.—
Children like to learn of each other, and
love springs up quick between chem.”

“Why, she is a very hateful girl,” said
Sarah, “the worst in the school; nobody
can go with her.”

1 thought she was in great need,”
said her mother.

“Could I do anything for her,” do you
suppose? ”’ asked Sarah.

« Any one who has the heart for it can
do good,”

“I am sure I want to do good,” said
Sarah, as she ran for her sun-honnet and
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books. She plucked a branch of roses as
she passed through the gate, and then join-
ed Nancy on her way to school. -

“Good morning, Nancy,” she said as
she came up to her.

Naney was unused to attention, or even
civility, and looked up surprised.

“Isn’t it a pleasant morning ? "' said
Sarah.

“ Humph! I don’t know,” said Naney.

Sarah offered her a fine rose, saying,
“Bee how sweet it is.”

Nancy was pleased with it, for thereare
few children who do not like a sweet-
smelling flower, and whose little hearts do
uot smile at the sight of one. ¢ Your
folks have got a great many roses, hav'n't
they ?” shesaid. “I wish ours had.—
Quce I had a root, and father trod on it
and broke it down.”

« My mother’ll give you plenty of roots
in the fall, if you want them,” said Sarah.

# Mother says it's of no use; nothing
"I grow for us.”

“You might have a root in 2 bos, and
put it in some place where it would not be
disturbed. Il give you a pretty little
rose-bush in a box nest season if you'll
water it.”

“{ruess I could do that,” said Naney,
smiling, and putting back her uncombed
locks under her hood.

A beautiful, bright-feathered bird sang
nerrily on a tree by tneroadside. ¢ See
that beautiful bird;” es~laimed Sarah.~
“ How lovely every thing is.” .

“ Tl meke him fly,” said Naney, with
= roguish look:, as she stooped to pick up
astone.

e, dan',” said Sarab; ¢ you might
kiil him.”

“No I won't, but I'll seare the rascal.”

“0,don't. How can you make him
afraid when he is so happy, and singing
so sweetly for us? God takes care of
every little bird.”

“How do you know ?” said Nancy.

“Jesus himself said that a sparrow
falleth not to the ground without him.”

When Sarah entered the school-room,
she bade the teacher a pleasant good-
morning,” and Nancy had already felt
enough of good influence to follow her
example. « Good-morning; I am glad to
sce you in good scasom,” answered the
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teacher encouragingly, and Nancy felt a
self-respect quite new to ber.

At noon she was at some of her old
tricks, snatching the girls’ bonnets, throw-
ing them in the dirt, and upsetting their
dinner baskets, because they would not
play with her; so Sarah left her own
quiet play, and offered to see-saw with
her, to sooth and keep her out of mischief.
The other girls wondered at this, not
knowing that Sarah had a good thing at
heart for her.

After school, she said to Nancy, “ Come
along early to school to-morrow, wont you.”

“Why ?” Nauncy asked.

“Isha’n't tell you now,” said Sarah,
laughing,

Nancy's curiosity was excited, and she
came early the nest day. Sarah was
watching for her at her own gate, and
was glad to see that her feet had beed
half-washed and her hair half-combed.—
She had one of her own sun-honnets in
readiness, and gave it to her, saying,
‘“ Your hood istoo warm.” Nancy smiled,
and handed her a wild-flower she had
plucked by the way. She had not learned
to say “ thaok you” in words, still her
heart could express the new and pleasant
fecling of gratitude.

And in such quict little ways as we
have told, Sarah tried to do Nancy gocd
without embarrassing her and giving her
pain, and it was not long before she had a
strong influence over her. Nancy was
one of the poorest scholars in the school.
She could not read at all, and was in the
lowest class in spelling. She now took a
part in learning; and when at her lesson,
if she caught Sarah’s eye fixed on her
with interest, she tried her best. °

Sarah knew well that decency of looks,
and kindness of manner, and diligence in
study, are but little in comparison with
true excellence of character and the con-
version of the heart to God, and Naney
was very ignorant of God and his require-
ments.

Sarah wanted her to go to Sabbath-
school, but Nancy’s mother said “it was
too long « walk there for her to go, and
she hadn't clothes fit; besides she wanted
her to take care of the children, for Sab-
bath was the only day she got; and more
than all, t'wa'n’t no use to go to Saphath-
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school.” Sarah talked with her mother,
and planned to have a little Sabbath-
school of her own after church, and have
Naney come to it and bring all her broth-
ers and sisters along with her, so that her
mother could not complain. Her own
younger brothers and sisters were to make
up the school.

So Naney began to learn of Christ and
his wonderful life, and her heart was
melted within her at the story of his love
and his death. ¢ Oh, I love Him!” was
her simple expression, as the tears rolled
down her cheeks.

Was not Sarah a missionary child to
the poor, neglected Naney? Are thereno
other missionary children, and is there no
other work for them to do? Have they
looked around to find out the forgotten
and the perishing ?

WINGS, SOME DAY.

Passengers on board of one of the
wany {erryboats that are coustantly plying
between the opposite shores of the Mersey,
may occasionally see on warm bright days
a poor cripple boy, whose body has grown
to almost n man’s size, but whose limbs
withered and helpless, ave still those of a
child.

He wheels himself about on a small
carriage, similar to that the boys use in
play; and while the little Loat threads its
way among the ships of all nations that
are anchored in the river, he adds not a
little to the pleasure of the sail, by playing
on his “concertina” airs that show no
mean degree of musical skill. The few
pennies that he always receives, but doss
not ask for, are never’grudgingly bestowed,
and are given not more in pay for the mu-
sic, than for the simple honesty that shines
in the boy’s blue eyes.

Oue so helpless, it would scem, could
only be a burden to those who loved him,
could certainly do nothing toward (ulfill-
ing the command, ¢ Bear ye oune another’s
burdens.” Was it so? Was there no ser-
vice of love for the lame Loy ? No work
for him in the vineyard? The question waa
answered one day,

«Waller,” ssid a gentleman who bad
often met him, “how is it, when you can-
not wall, that your shoes get so worn out ?”
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A blush came over the boy’s pale fuce,
* but aftor hesitating a momont, he said :—

“My mother has younger children, sir,
and while she is out washing, I aniuse
them by creoping about on the floor and
playing with them.”

“Paor boy !’ said a lady standing near,
not loud enough, as she thought, to be
overheard,  what a Jife to Jead; what has
he in all the future to look forward to "

The tear that etarted in his eye, and
the bright smile that chased it away,
showed that he did hear hor. Asshe pass-
ed by him to step on shore he said in a
low voice, but with a smile that went to
ber heart—

“ I’m looking forward to kaving wings
some day, lady "

Happy Walter! Poor cripple, and de-
pendeut ou charily, yet doing, in his mea-
sure, the Master’s will, and patiently
waiting for the future, he shall by and by
“mount up with wings as eagles; shall
run and not be weary; shall walk and not
faint,”— Congregationalist.

MY EARLY LESSON.

T once-had a littls sister, but she died
when I was five years old.  The grief of
losing her sank deep into my leart; and
weeks went by before I conld be happy in
the play-room, where we had so often been
togethar, or could endure the sight of her
little books or toys.

Often I stole away alons to the church-
yard wheve she lay, and sat for hours near
the little mound that covered her protty
form; for I did not feel 8o lonely when I
sat beside hev there.

Ihad always been a quiet child; but
this sore trouble completely took away my
spirits, and made me almost ill. At last
y parents became alarmed for my health
and proposed to take me to the seaside.—
But I begged so hard to remain near my
little sister, and was so unbappy at the
thought of Jeaving her, that at last they
let ma stay,

“Dear boy,” my mother said, « our lit-
tle Teddy is not coming back just now.
Ged will not just now bring her body out
of the ground. Ie has her soul safe up
in heaven with Him, If you Jove Jesus,
Qod will take your soul up there too, and
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then you will see dear Teddy. Whon the
right tite comes, God will raise up your
body and Teddy’s.” .

« Must J'go into the ground too? Aund
will T coma out all bright like Teddy 3"

« Yes, my boy.”

« But, mamma, I dou't see fow.
can it ever be?

My motber opened her hand and show-
od me a little seed which she held there,
She bade me take that litle seed and bury
it in the ground.. She said that God
meant to have the seed buried in that way,
so that after-a time it might grow up and
make beawtiful flowers; that God could
take caro of it in the ground, and not
forget it. She told me that when our
friends died, and we had to Jay them down
in the ground, God liked to have us feel
quite sure that He could take cave of them,
and would not forget them. And He lik-
ed 1o have usfed suwre of secing them
again some day.

Every day I loitered tor hours about
the spot where I had buried the seed, and
even brought my book and studied my
little lesson there, I felt as if upon the
coming up of that plant depended the
raising of my little sister; that if my
mothet’s words proved trua about the seed,
I should have a sure prospect of some
day seeing little Teddy again.

At last one morniug, after a vory rainy
pight, I went out, and saw, to my intense
delight, two small green leaves peeping
above the ground, just where X had buried
my sead.

To this day I can remember the thyill of
joy at that sight. It was not merely de-
light at finding that I was to have a flow-
er of my own; but to my childish heart
it seemed like an assurance, straight from
heaven, that my little Teddy would be ta-
ken care of and given back Lo ma again.

Now I was bappier thao I bad e o for
maay weeks, and as the plant grew and
blossomed my trust in God's power grew
stronger, tiJl at length all tbe beavy
weight of soriow was lifted from my beart.

It was half & century ago that my plant
bloomed and faded, but the hope its flow-
ers brought me has never grown dim, and
I thank God daily for that hope of the
gloripus morning of the resurrection.~—
Harly Days.

How
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THE BLIND BOY.
BY REV. FRANCIS L. IAWKS, D.Dyy LL.D.

It was a blessed summer day,
'T'ho flowers bloomed, the air was mild;
Tho little birds poured forth their lay,
And overything in vature smiled.

In pleasnnt thoughts I wandered on
Beueath the deep wood's amplo shade,
Till suddenly I cane upon
‘I'wo children who had thither strayed,

Just at an aged birch-tree’s foot

A little boy avd girl reclined~—-
His hands in hers she kindly put,
~And then I saw the boy was blind.

The children knew not I was near—
A tree concealed me from their view ;
But all they snid I well could hear,
And I could see all they might do.

“ Dear Mary,” snid the poor blind boy,

“'That littlo bird sings very long; g

Say, do you see him in his joy ?
And is he pretty as his song ?”

“Yes, Ldward, yes,” replied the maid;
1 see that bird on yonder tree.”
The poor boy sighed, and gently said:
«Sister, I wish that I could see.”

“The {flowers, you say, ave very fair,

And bright green leaves are on tho trees,
And pretty birds ave singing there—

How beautiful for one who sees!
¢ Yet I the fragrant flowers can smell,

And I can feel the green leaf’s shade;
And I can hear the notes that swell

From those dear birds that tod has made.

« 8o, sister, God to me is kind,~
‘Though sight, alas! he has not given;

But, tell me, aro there any biind
Among the children up in heaven?”

“ No, dearest Edward, there all seew
But why ask me a thing so 0dd?”
“Q Mary! he’s so good to me,
1 thought 1'd iike to look at God.”

Ere long, disease his haod had laid
On that dear boy, so meek aud mild;
His widowed mother wept aud prayed

‘That God would spare her sightless child.

He felt her warm tears on his face,
Aund said; “Ob! never weep for me;
I'm going to a bright, bright place,
Where Mary says, God I shall sec.
“Aund you'll be there, dear Mary, tco;
But, mother, when you get up there,
Tell Edward, mother, that 'tis jou—
You kuow I never saw you here.”
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Ho spoke no more, but sweetly smiled
Uutil the final blow was given,

When God took up that poor blind child,
And opened first his eyes in heaven.

“THAT BROUGHT ME.”

In apleasant rural town lived & well-to-
do farmer, named Foater. At the time
we write of him he had known few of
the ille of life beyond that oceasional petty
disappointment of his plans aud crossing
of his purposes which a careor of business
brings to every man.  His pastures and
mendows wera always green and zweet
with fragrant feeding for bis fat flozks nd
herds, and his produciwe fields brought
him in wealth every year from wiiling
markots. His family grew up around
him in health; and as his years increased,
and maxtood strengthened into its prime,
tbe neighbours spoke of him as of one
high in their esteom; ono whoso character
and opinions were worthy of general ro-
spect.

In the large and flourishing church of
his native village, Mr. Foster had long
been an hotloured member, occupying a
prominent pew, and contributing well to
her charities; and days had been when
Ler prayer-meetings saw him a faithful at-
tendant, and when, better still for his own
soul, the closet and the family altar gave
witness to his daily visits, and his heart
bore away tokens of God’s approval, grate-
ful as the summer vain.

But “the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches” had made sad ha-
voc with Farmer Foster’s piety. From an
occasional neglect, he gradually passed to
a.habitual carelessness of religious duties
till at length he tecame lost in the world,
and forsook the church almost entirely.

M, Foster had a son eighteen years old,
named Herber!, a young man of promise,
who was pursuing a cowrse of study in
his nativetown,  The heart of the father
was bound up in the youth. In the days
when religion had held Foster in the love
of its gentle duties, he had prayed for
Herbert's soul, and God had answered his
prayer and converted him. His influence
since bad not been salutary upon thelad,and
he had gone astray Jike his father, disap-
pointing for a while the hopes and ambi-
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tions entertained for him; but of late bis
course had brighlened, and he had applied
himself to his studies with a faithfulness
that showed # new nnderstanding of the
work of Jife.

Returning one day from a trip, Herbert
Foster left the train at some distance
from Lis home, crossed the ferry, and
walking rapidly all the way, arrived at his
father’s house, violently heated. Some
lack of carein clothing himself when he
went into the air again checked the per-
spiration of his body, and predisposed
him to immediate disease.  In that state
he went among the students. At that
time there swas some sickness in the school,
and by one of the opportunities of mis-
fortune, Herbert was brought in coutact
with it. Immediately the fever seized
him.  There had been no fatal cases. It
was pot considered to be anything like a
dangerous epidemie.  But, with young
Foster, the disease operated with a rapidi-
ty and virulence that Jikened il to 3
plague.  On Friday morning he took to
his bed; before Saturday night he died.
A few brief words, spoken in delirium,
were al] the farewell ho left. ™ The father
for a while would not be consoled. He
remained like ore in 2 maze through the
solemn funeral. The tenderest sympathy
of friends, the faithful and touching words
of his minister, the parting at the grave,
all fell alike upon his heart, like the clods
upon the coffin, with a dull, muffled, pain-
ful blow. His streng, manly son, his child
of promise, the hope of all his years, had
been cut down ruthlessly before his eves,
and who could make good his loss?

They were many who mourned for
young Foster, and pitied the father’s grief.
Whatever ho had done to forfeit their
sympathy, God would make him deserve
it again, for in bis loss the worldly man
bad gaived a broken heart. In the loog-
vacant seat in the prayer-meeting, they
looked and found him there again, as of
old, and they heard him tell, as he rose to
address the bretiren there, how God had
dealt with hin.

«It is years sinee 1 was found in my
place,”” he saill.  “I got astray Jittle by
little, until I was as one of the ungodly.
By His goodness, the Savicur called me
back aud urged me to repentancy, but I
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did not listen. Ho blessed my family with
wealih, but I would not turu from my.
bardness of heart. He gave me worldly
prosperity, but still ‘I wovld not seek
him.  “Before T was afflicted I went
astray.” At last Hetook my son, the hope
of my life, away, and I was c .iquered.
Tuar srovGHT MEY

+Is there no reader, who,if Lo i
“brought” at all, scems likely to need to
be brought in some such way.

THE CHURCH A WONDER.

‘Che existence of the Church in (his
wicked world is one of the wonders of
Providence. It is a vessel living in a tem-
pestuous sea—a bush on fire, but not con-
sumed. If we reflect on the enmity of
too wicked against the righteous—their
great suparionity over them—the attempts
that have been made to exterminate them
+—the f{requent diminution of their nura-
bers by defection and death—their exis-
tence, and especially their increase, must
be wonderful, and can no otherwise be ac-
counted for but that Christ liveth.

When they were *“fow in number,” and
wandered as strangers from one nation to
another, he suffered no man to hurf them.
He veproved kings for their sakes,
saying: * Touch not mine anointed, and
do my prophets no harm.”  In Egypt be
saw their affliction, and came down to de-
Iver them. Of Jerusalem the enewny
said: «Raze, raze it to the foundation;”
but the Lord remembered it, and destroy-
ed its destrcyer. Under the Persian
dominion, the captives were restored to
their own land; yet even then the enemy
intrigued against them, so as that for one
and twenty vears the building of the tem-
ple was hindered; and the prayers of the
Prophet Daniel were unanswered. Thus
it was, I conceive, that * the prince of the
kingdom of Persia withsiood Lhe augel for
onc-aud-twenty davs; but lo, Michael, the
chief prince, stood with him, and helpel
him.”

Under the Gospel dispensation, as the
Church became more spiritual, the hatred
iucreased; and as religion was from hence
more of a personal thau = national concern,
such was the opposition directed against
it But still the Great Head of the
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Church lived. The persecution which
raged at the time of which we speak was
the second of the ernel persecutions from
the heathen emperors; and though after
this the government became professediy
Christian, yet such were the corruptions
which entered in at this door, thatin a lit-
tle time that which was called the Chris-
tian Chureh became an anti-Cliistian har-
lot, persecuting the servauts of Jesus with
a cruelty equal to if not superior to that
of heathens. These floods filled the
breadth of Emanuel’s land, reaching even
to the neck; but the Church’s Head be-
ing above water, she has survived them
all—Andrew Fuller.

THE EVER-PRESENT HELPER.

¢ Call upon me in the day of trouble:
Z will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
me."—PSauy 1. 15. .

Almighty God says this to us, to you
and to me. Whata comfori! Whata
blessing!  We all know what “the day of
trouble” means. For we bave all had
such days. Perhaps same of us are pass-
ing through a time of trouble now. At
every such time God bids us call upon m1y.

Sometimes people call upon God in a
wrong way. If any suddenstroke comes,
or if anything greatly surprises them, they
wiil ery, 0 Lord! or, “O my God!
Bui this may be only a vain, unmeaning,
oreven 2 wicked cry. They might just
as well say anything else. Nay  better.
For it is taking God’s name in vain to ery
out so.

This *Call upon me,” means something
very different. It means, « Call wpon me
fer belp, for relief, for comfort, for all that
You wang in your trouble. Tell me what
you feel, what you suffer, what you fear.
Call upon me_with the heart, not with
thelipsonly. In the midst of your trouble,
cail upon me.”

If you nnow anything of prayer, then
you know that even to call upon God in
the day of trouble is a comfort in itself.
Tt soothes the mind, and gives us a happy
fecling that God is net far off from us.

But thereis more comfort init than the
mere fedivg.  For God says, I will de-
liver thee™ This is a promise, and God
uever breaks his promise.  * Call upon

191

me;” that is what he bids us do: « I
will deliver, thee;" that is his promise to
us. Not, perhaps, in the way we might
expect; but in his own way, and that is
alwaysthe best way. Whatever our trouble
may be, however great, God says, «Call
upon me, I will deliver thes.” )

Why are there so many troubled hearts,
then? Why do so many go about with a
load of care, as if God had aever spoken
such words ¢

Mostly because they do not really believe
God. Some do not know him in their
bearts. They bhave noacquaintance with
him as a reconciled Father in Christ Je-
sus, aud no experience of his love. Others
do know God, but are weak in faith. They
pray, but they do notpray in faith. They
believe God’s word in a general way, but
they do not apply it simply and fully to
their own case. They do not listen to
God saying to them, « Call upon me in
the dav of trouble: I will deliver thee.”

Yet some do believe these words, and
find in then. unspeakable comfort. In
days of trouble they called upon God, and
never in vain; he has delivered them.
Therefore they praise him, and trust bim.
They glorify him for what he has done
forthem. They feel sure he will deliver
them still. Never does a trouble come,
but they call upon God. Never do they call
upon him but they receive comfort.

Reader, this is what God would have
you todo. He would have you know
him as your Father in Christ Jesus. He
would have you trust him and love him.
Inevery day of trouble he would have
you call upen Aim for help. He promises
1o help you.

SUCCESS.

What is the object for which we strive to
educate our children? May I not reply in
one word—success. Well, the next question
is—Mkat is success? This is not so easily
answered. Bat certainly we are not success-
ful in life's great enterprise unless we have
found and accepted that position avd work
which the Author of our being designed us

‘for. Paul says that he was “called,” (that

he was *appointed,”) to be anapostle, thatbo
was “separated unto tho gospel” e inti-
mates, in another place, thav God designed
that he should be an apostle from his infan-
cy. And indeed, is it not true that thereis
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a part of the great vineyard inclosed or
marked oat, in which we esch have our indi-
vidual, waork, and where.we are to gain the
great ohject of life—success; by which la-
bor and success we are to glorify God?

Are these the ideas of success which we
hold out to our children, toward which we
stimulate their ambitiou' ? Let us remember
that life’s best réward is not the attainment
of simply what we desire, gaining for our-
selves selfish ends. But it is to find and ac-
cept our true position and work.

Wiil it do for us to wait for the winds of
chance to favor us? Must we wait for out-
ward circumstances to bring about the ac-
complishmeunt of our hopes? Well will it be
for us to learn early in life that our success
is 1o be the result of a wisely-directed effort,
and that, under God’s blessing, it will depend
cntirely upon our own skill and prndence.

And it is foolish to talk about genius and
talents in such a way as to produce the im-
pression that industry and application are
less sure to secure success than natural gifts.
Many a mind and heart has met with defeat
and disappointment, because it trusted to the
power of natural endowment and uative
graces.” The patient and painstaking labor-
er is not only worthy of his hire, but he shall
receive it. “Industry is a loadstone to draw
all good things,” says an old writer, and he
adds, “the fertility of a country is not
enough, except art and industry be joined
unto it.” 'There may be great natural advan-
tages of location and climate; there may be
the wealth of mines beneath its surface, but
the unwearied hand of the laborer must work
its material, and develope its hidden resour-
ces. Then let usnot depend upon the gifts
which a beneficent Creator has given us, but
let us work with them. Let us “suffer no
rude matter unwrought,” but let us see to it
that we make the most and best of ourselves.
Not the most of ourselves in a selfish way,
but in a useful and proper advance and im-
provement. Industry will enrich and improve
our minds and souls ‘as well as our houses
and grounds! Little by little the waste and
barren field will become fruitful, the power
of our minds will be develoFed, and life,
thongh full of work, will be full of satisfac-
tion, and labor will find its reward in the
ease with which it labors. The dream of our
ambition ought not to be indolence and re-
pose—but the free and easy working of all
our powers, the full and active fievelopment
of all our faculties in the enterprise for which
God designed us.

We say, “The ambitious man succeeds.”
Why? Because ke is the man who makes
use of, avails himself of every opportunity
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for advance and improvement. He is on the
look-out for the places where he may securely
set his feot, in the steep ascent up which he
patiently though toilsomely pursues his way.
Baut the indifferent, indolent, meanly-content-
ed man makes no effort; closes his eyes to the
future; shuts out the idea of progress, and
desires no gain of intelligence, position, or
of moral strength and beauty. It may be
that chance will help us on toward succegs;
but we ought to feeP the value of opportuni-
ty, and be ready to embrace and use it
Surely our anxiety and eagerness to reach
that which scems to us the object of life will,
if we are wise, make us prudent and diligent.

And it is sweet to enjoy that which we
have obtained for ourselves. ~There is a sat-
isfaction in having conquerad difficulties; and
that treasure which we have redeemed from
the strength which would have kept it from
us, is the dearest reward of life's work. With
what delight does a man look over his acres
which he has redeemed from sterility and
barrenness! With what satisfaction does he
uge and enjoy the wealth which his industry
has acquired !

But, alas! what can we do in ourown
strength? No matter how richly endowed
with natural gifts we may be; no matter what
persistence in offort we may maintain, we
shall utterly fail unless we seek and obtain the
help of God, whose work and will we are
striving to accoriplish. Let us not forget
thisin regard to our children, but in the
midst of al their efforts, let us teach them
that they are dependent upon God for their
success. Let us not be ashamed to kueel
with them, and to ask for them a epirit of
intelligence and perseverance in each study
they pursue, and in whatever they undertake.
‘Was not our Saviour qualified for his work
by the anointing of the Spirit? Ob, let us
ask for the Spirit of the Lord to rest upon
our children. Let us go with our sons and
daughters into the presence of God, and be
of Him that spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, that spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the Lord, which they need. We ex.
ert upon then the influence of practical athe-
ism if we do not teach them to go directly to
God for help in the difficulties of their d}:xily
tasks. And let us also guard -against a
spirit of pride and self-satisfaction, when the
honors that attend success are heaped upon’
them, by planting in their hearts a true spirit
of humble dependence upon him who alone
can give success.—Mother’s Maguzine.

What is the goodly appearance of the
present tempting world, but, like the ran-
bow, painted tears, .
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ualswhio sendus five mew-. subsqnbexi'

SR GOOD. NEWS, ' g

Webs for's hrabndgad !}letmnary.

NEW ILLUSTRATED EDFTION:
“Thotoughly Fevised and Much Enlarged.
‘OVER 3000 FINEEN( GRAVINGS:

10;600: WORDS dnd: MEANINGS not.
found iw-other Dicfionaries.

-Over thirty-dble:American. and, Eiropedn
schiolarg employed upon-this Tévision.

y Several tables-of gréat value, ¢ oie:of them

of fifty quarto pages Explanato

ain‘d Pron%uncxg ,oﬁn;mes Y ﬁghol;{
of persons. and’ places;, ps_endo uut
&e., &e., a8 Abadden, Acadm,
‘bany Regency, Mother Caty, M&sqn
ad I)sxons Inue, M

“Containing.: one-ﬁfth or_onefonrth’ mOre
‘matter -than. any former editions.
From new: electrotypeplaman ‘the River-

side Press.
AN ONE VOL.-OF 1840 BOYAL QUARTD
PAGES.
Published by:G. & C. ’\IERRIAM,
Springfield, Masa.

THE SEED SOWER.

A Ii'aw Inustrated Pa"p'ec fnr ‘the
Ycimg‘




ir. THE GOOD NEWS. o
Donations. “«THE MONTHLY MESSENGER,”

—0 T . . . oqe .
The following donations have been received | Is a small Momm" Rel!gmm' Periodiend

from 20th February, 1866, to 1t April, 1836, for adapted for distribution.by Tract Societies.

which we render our Lest thanksir the name or conmemtlcn 120 coples of .wludx e

of the Lord:— s . -
send free by mail, for seven dollars:per ans

Donations recei

Ced previous to 20t

February, 1556, and fovmerly ace L num.
l\no\-lul-_«-«l . . - S1761,20)
J. }\ ., l'tl(!’ll“rnll"h, - - -
A Friend, Smth's Fails, - - -
Rev. W. A, do, - . . AGENTS FOR OUR PER[ODICALS
1; \..l\‘lr"ﬂ - - . . ——

. ort Stanley, - - - Almonte, reeeerresenaees DWar d—
.S’ J. G Bridgew \tcr, . - - As htom -~ Nobert l\ennedy
PoW, Mel, - - - " Amprior... - Robort Young.
Jow, - - - . f\”P {) 5 Jtols:y&wylho
AL OL, Font Uit Petham, - - aillichoro..ce. s «eeee Jumes Fitzgoral

tev. i1, ‘t'.l -:n.un‘ulll:nzm - - . i chburgh, - - Pc!A.r L.gz\,]‘nrcn

N N ennic'’s Corners. ishinan

Capt. B, St Cathonnes, - - - lzr,m':;',,’rd,"r - :Kagsmare
ST Broukling. titehien

ST :'rmvn ¢ Y Nowi dq .R. h" }_"P.“Trl

Amount given avay from the commences sowmanvite cllowlees and Kobt- X ouug
ment of the \\mk up 1 2eth Feby, {f;’;ﬂ',‘,','i"" o Sl 1. lgg::r(ggg

\ 1866, - . ST Catedon.. . . .....Robcn". :\ndereo_n
Amount given away o 1<t April, 1866, - G, Cannmgton.. teeesarsseans

& Vo e I 00 : Cannington, C.W., W llmm Ncl"xml.
CLATEIMONL erenereenseneassssasscssansas D..McXzo

UA. JloArﬂmr'
- .- 3. MePhail

Salisbury, Bookecller
Spwuol.Snell’
tton, Teacher
«+ Lhas. Reid
Revr- V. Séott
Idicand’ S.McCamioon

SPECIAL DONATIONS FOR STEAM PREsS. Carleton Place,...

Cartwright....
Amount formerly ’Iclmm\lul"«‘d - Siale <.
Mrs. R, Fort Ere,

. l.,(,h.ulnm C.W,
I Joderich, -

X, R\ ltmn\lllt‘.' - Gananoqne,

W Smith . Gloneester, homas Dunaan-
. Q., Elfrie - - (ireenbauk...
]L A, - - , Ingersal
. . N Jerservi
l](. t l‘-. R lnllnumulc, - - y ;,'l‘."";‘; fOrN
). Mell., Sydenham - B 3
R S,

AL ld-,., do London, C.WV.

Jaines Giltean
Mases Gamblo:
..t A.Gordon-
IDEQ‘“:W‘!!':
John Bnl!nnb’no

Sio2at {‘:mq'!sl:md

——— et ——

Publications issued periodically from the Mt

* Evangelizer Office " Montreal in MeDonald's Corners, -
Newburgh, coeee
1866. Ninzam,....
- . Nithbarg .
“GOOD NEW§{™ Newtenvilles. .

.. Wi, Steward
..john Hare
. David Abel
aird, Booksollar
Forman
ro-cu s _Depat
George Jrown
Rodert Thynne

A Monthly Religions Periodical, in the  Perth 1iors

sivtl year of its pubicatson, will be puls }:f:{,‘};ﬁ;,‘c'”

lished on the 1st. of cvery menth at one ’rmcc-\lbcrli

doilar per annu. }
«JOURNAL OF TEMPERANCE?  Shakae <esesAlex, ool

Supth’s Fatls,. ¢ The Review,"?, -de Washburn
A \[un(nh Perindiead, dovoted to Tem- \::uh Monaghan,, e M. Hugh-V -{d ell

& cossocsenas o}t
Jerance Litemature in the s coud vear of JQ’\HI";T ) I'elcgrilcb'la'
puluhmlwn, will be published in the course Whiteroce, ... Jaed Lloyd
Walie Island, Mr. dalono

{ the wmouth at fifty cents per annuwm. Wandstoek .- Ve

V10K geeeresenrsusnanse seosennassacs ." Famos Brebner

“ GLAD TIDINGS?
\nll:ly Religious Perivdical in the, ——= -~ ~— - — i
 of its publication will be l’“’"l All Communications to he addressed to
o course of the month at fifty | ROBERT KENNEDY, 184 McGill Sf.reat,

num, Montreal,




