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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

ART. XXX —d Poisoning-case from Haschish, with Notes. By Wir-
viay Wrient, M.D., L.R.C.S.E, Professor of Materia Medica, McGill
University, Physician to the Montreal Geueral Hospital, &c.

From the ravity of similar occurrences, at least in Canada, I bave
been induced to record the following instance of poisoning by Haschish,
Tt happenc, during the last month (March), to a much-esteemed fricod
whose only tault was in the love he bore to science. He bas increused
its interest by baving, kindly favored me with the narrative in his own
words,

“] was much interested some time since in the extraordinary talec
related of the Cannabis Indica, and felt cuiions to experience some of its
effects myself. With this intention I took at various times several doxes
of the L hurrus or resin, and also of the extract or Haschish, cominenc-
ing with one or two grains, and increasing the dose graduslly to ten or
more, without producing however the lightest perceptible result.

“As there could be little doubt of the purity of the preparation,—it being
obtained fiom the well-known and highly respectable firm of Morson &
Co., Londun,—I concluded that it must either have lost its virtues by
keeping or that the power of the plant itself must be much exaggerated.
Couversing with & physician, a fow days ago, on the subject, who enter-
taived a different opinion, I swallowed in his presence about 15 grsins
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of the extract to convince him of the sincerity of my belief* About
two hours and a half afterwards T was remioded of the almost forgotten
circumsiance by a strange and sudden sensation of warmth at the pit of
the stomach, which quickly ex'ended over the whole body. At the same
time 1 became considerably eacited and talkative, and with difficulty
restrained a strong inclination to violence. These symptoms quickly
and completely subsiled. After the lapse of a few seconds, without any
warning, the blond seemed to rush violently to my hezd, the heart beat
rapidly, my mouth and -hroat became perfectly diy, and 1 entertained a
paioful sense of saffucation. In a f-w nnautes, after a scecession of such
attacks, the interval of recovery growing shorter with cach, 1 grew very
faint; the power of moving my limbs seemed to be deserting me; I
could scarcely speak, and felt certain that death weuld quickly terminate
my rash experiment. Up to this time [ had been able to control myself,
and to ri-~ist the wild snggestions which thronged through my mind, But
now, completely overpowete 1, T seemed like a cork floating up and down,
now gently, now swiftly, through space. Then 1 was a balloon,
graluzlly expanding as I filled with gas, till, becoming mnore and
more buoyant, T cuddenly. with a feeling of ecstasy, shot high up through
the sir.  All at once I began to fecl cold, and lo! I was an immense
iceberg floating about on a calm sea. These illasions, however extrava-
gant, were of a far more real and substantial charucies than s usual
in ordinary dreams, and up to this period were rather of a pleasant
nature than otherwise ; there were short intervuls of partial recovery,
but the sense of buoyancy or floating prevailed throughout. These
however were pow replaced by others of a character so diffi rent,
that for same days after my recovery 1 could not shake off the painful
seme of dejection they left bebind ;—I was whirling throuzh an ever-
changing s-ene, sowetimes along the course of rivers,sometimes through
thick dark forests, sumetimes in well-remembered houses. At fimt 1
struggled hard to re-ist the power which seemed hurrying me on ; but at
last beeame calmer, and began fo enguire where and what I was. Was
I dead? Ihalnoboldyor form, and could touch nothing. 1 concluded 1
was dead, and vainly tried (o remember how aud when [ disd; and as
1 experienced a very distressing sense of isolation and ubrest, with a
burning pain wuich [ could vot refer to any part of wy being (caused, I

* The same extract had been the subject of cur talk from baving appesred
to evidence, in the person ofanother of my patients, a potent action it s single
dose of two graing. To decide the improbability of this opinion, the experimene
Swm crucis was voluntarily mede.—W. W.
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mppose, by a blieter which was applied to the back of my peck), T wae
convinced that I was entering on @ state of suffering, which, though as
the time wot insupportable, would be ever becoming more painful.
Ages passed away, through which I was still rushing oa with & feeling
of helpless despair.

“At length I knew I was lying in bed il Ia vain I tried, again asd
again, to recollect the canse of my illness; my imagination suggested
many explanations, but the true cause never once crossed my mind
At last the pain in my neck arrested my attention, and all at once k
seemed to recollect that T had been shotin the back of my head, and
thought I must be now in a state of delirium. L appeared to havae
happenel a long while ago,—many years. I seemed tofall asleep occa-
sionally, and was much puzzled tbat I always awoke in the day-time,
apparenily about the same hour. These intervals of sleep or complete
uncoasciousness could not in reality bave lasted many minutes, but tome
they sevmed days. I canoot describe the painful earnestuess with which
T struggled to recover my recollection of what bad really happened.
About three honrs from the time I first became affected, I began dimlp
aml imperfectly to recognize objects around me ; they became gradualip
more and more distinct, and at length 1 was myself agan, but with
bewildered feclings as if I had just risen from the dead.

“8g far as my cxpericnee goos, the semsations arieing from the nes of
Cannabis Indica are most frightful, and pothing shoyld induce me te
repeat the experiment.”

Norgs.—The lergth of time that intervened betweea the ingestion of
the dose and ibe manifestation of the symptoms is important to obeerve,
The circumstanecs werg not such as to explain it. The substance wan
taken upon an empty stomach, four hours or more after breakfast, and,
the sympvoms did not supervene till sitting down to dineer, two hours
or more afterwards, In the meanwhile he had continued bis usual avo~
cation, and had emgaged his mind with its pursuits. Iodeed, he had,
80 {0 speak, forgotten his recent experiment till reminded of it by the
dangerous consequences that suddenly, though remotely, appea:eds
Generally the symptoms are late in oceurrence in poisoning by cannabisy
seldom succeoding before an hour has elapeed from its administration,
But ihe retardation here was unusually protracted. In comsequence,
when called upon to treat him, the ordinary indication of provoking
emesis—which it is desirable to fulfilin mest cases of toxication—did nog
suggest itself for practice. The substanes I conceived bad slreaiy beem
semoved from the stomach, aod was then more likely to be in process of
sxcretion thaa of sbeorption. Accordingly an opposita line of treatmeng
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was pursued. Effervescing sodaic draughts, with small doses of anti-
monial wine, were exhibited from time to time, and appeared decidpilly
beneficial by promotin: the restoration of secretion, and thus aid-
ing in the depuration of the blood of the deadly narcotic 'which was cir-
culating with its living elements. At first the mucous memlrane of the
tongue and mouth geuerally, as well as the skin, was dry; but buth
moistened as recovery progressed. The urinary fluid wns also rather
defici ut. Another advantage which the medicinal combination, above
mentioned, seecmed to afford, was in keeping nnder a raluture 'cvel a
tendency to incrdinate vascular excitement of the arterial system gene-
rallv, which was shewn not 8o much in the entailment of increased fre-
quency in the rate of its :irculation, as in the super-addition of an ang-
mentzd degree of relative power; but of this I shuil speak again,
The ouly other remedial expedient had recourse to was the application
of a sinapism to the nucha, and its subsequent repetition. Nu true
antidote has yet been discovered for cannabiy, and, admitting the pos-
sess'on of such an agent, its use was precluded in the present, and I
believe would also be inthe majority of carss, in consequence of the lung
time that passes away before the letheon brings out its effects; for what-
ever may be the utility of an antidote when opposed to its bane in the
gastric cavity, it becomes powerless once alsorption has been effected,
and even though it might be supposed capable of overtaking ihe poison,
while in transit through the system, its virtues would be rendered
nugatory by the controlling influence of vital functions, which are di-
‘rectly averse to all chonival combinations or decompositions ensuing
within the vessels, during life, between inorganic substances, iniroduced
from without, that are not amenable to assimilation. Nevertheless the
contrary has been vainly supposed by some writers,

Few facts are more remarkable than the aston'shing influence which
apparen’ly indifforent substances, in trifling qnantities, are capable of ex-
ercising over tho intellect and feelings of man : like the creature of 8
paseing fancy, his bappiness may owe its existence to the most improba-
ble sources. * It may be purchased fur & penny and carried in the waist-
eoat pocket.”” The wretch, who-e hopeless lifs is a burden, may procure
from his deccptive stimulus, a joy that the dull realitics of existvnce
mever could have affurded. Nor is the example of this kind of susten-
evce confined to afew,—the outcnsts of despair,—as it might be supposed.
Indian Lemp forms but one of the five grent narcotics which hiave be-
come articles of national consumption, and it is fur from being the most
extensively used, yet on it alone depend between two and three huudred
millions of human beings for their pleasure, The condition of mindl it
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produces is characterizod by several peculiarities. As attentively studied
from the present case, they seemed to be—

1. An exaltation of the impalsive propensities creating a preparss
tion to perpetrate violence upon provocation ; the excitation being
vastly disproportionate to the act, so that under no circumstance could
tho latter be extenuated by the former. The will is to  certain ex
tent, under the subjugition of impressions communicated fron. without,
and, the re woning also being impaired, true occurrences are distorted
and falsely interpreted, with an invariable tendency to amplifi-ation,
magnifying under increa-ing 3xamination like pictures in the field of a
stereoscope. The Haschish-eaters of the East betray this moral ob-
liquity in a very decided manner. The shocking atrocites committed
not many.moaths aro by the Delhi rebels had probably a foundation in
cannabis, Of the notorious Oll Man of the Mountain it is thus re-
corled :—Taking the Count (Henry of Champagne) to the top of 8
high tower whe-e wcre stationed guards in white robes. [ doubt,” said
he, *“ whether you have any subjects so obadient a3 mine,” and, making &
sign to two of the sentinels, they precipitated themselves from the height,
and wera dashed to pieces. Summoned at an another time by an envoy
from & powerful enemy to submit himself, the sheik called a soldier and
ordered him to kill Limself, which the man unjuestioning did. * Tell
your master,” said the old man to the wondering envoy, * that I have
sixty thousand men who will do the same.” Iu fine, Haschish induces
for a time a partial moral insanity, in which the irapulses developed Lave &
murderous tendency,—either homicidal or suicidal, though generally the
former.

2. A loss of individuality. The free spirit is no longer confined or
trammelled by its corporeal tenement. Body, for the time, has no per
sonality, and the existence, solely experienced, is immaterial or etherial
The nerve substance of the brain seems paralyzed, and does not countri-
bute its accustomed support to the substantiation or ractification of ob-
jects reccived through the special senses ; or when these are unexercised,
as in dreaming, the false creations of the struggling mind are not com
rected by an application of consciousness. There is a remarkable buoy-
ancy of feeling, and an exeraption from the perception of ordinary phy-
sical clogs, so that, as in the above case, the idex that tukes strong hold
of the individual is that he is a spirit.. The same hallucination occe-
sionally manifests itself under another form, in which still the predomi-
nant featare is a belief in the possession of capabilities inconsistent with
material organization. A gentleman while under Haschish thought
himself a locomotive, and of whom it is said, that he, for the space of
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awo.or three heurs, paced to and fro in his room with measared stride,
exhaling his breath in violsnt jets, and when he spoke dividing his
sronls into syllubles, each of which he Lrought out with a jeik, at the
»aa¢ time turn oy his hands at his sides as thuough they were the cranks
of maginary wheels; sed who, arising to taste water from a pitcher, set
4 down with a yell of laughter, crying out, ** How can I take water into
xmy boiler whea I am letting off steam I”

8. Closely connected with the preceding illusion is another as re-
@ds the computation of time. The mind under Haschish forms no
«correct estimate of time,—seconds may extend themselves 1uto years, and
whinntes into centaries. While watching the progress of his case, my
&riond woke upafter a short reverie of a few minutes duration, and, with-
wut any reference to aintccedent associatiour, for they had probably
rolled far away into an interminable vista of oblivion. be gravely assar-
od me that since then, the period when he had taken up his last won-
dering tale, two thousand five hundred years had come and gone;
wrhile in verity his watch had ecarcely sounded one tenth the number of
Licks !

4. A proolivity to extreme hilarity or laughter is established, render
fing the patient ridiculously susceptible of the least humor, and causing
him to exhibit bis uuwarrantable appreciations in an outrageously
abeurd or silly, manner. The desire for laughter is often irresistible, and,
even when not ineited, peal upon peal of baseless merriment may astound
the ear of the astonished beholder ; at other times the exhiliration may
give itself vest ina jovial song, loud shonting, or energetic dancing, ot
some other equally extravagent action. About the time of the occur
vence of the above case, I had prescribed ext. oannabis to two other
patients.  One, a gentleman, who took a pill containing two grains three
Gmes 3 day. A short time after the first ho said he got into a sort of
bysterical state ready to laugh at anything, and with a constant inclina-
tion to giggle and behave unsoemly. At the same time his eyes felt as
if 100 large, and sltogether strang.ly curious. He perseverel in the
we of them for over a week, as he derived great bonefit from the
symptons for which they were ordered ; but he assured me that although
the effocts first experionced never recurred, yot he had always, more or
leas, a fenling of slightintoxication till he discontinued taking the remedy.
The second was alady to whom it was prescribed in half-grain doses ;
and I considered that I could subsequently detect in the slight veil of
wusual cheerfulness, over-spreading s usturally aminble countenance,
the delusive power of Haschish. In the original case, or that first narra-
ted, this proclivity was not so marked as might have beea expected. I

.
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saw but slight traces, and these only occasionally : on the contrary, thers
was rather a painfal character attached to the dclusions, which is alto-
gotherunusual.  As with other narcotics the exact effe:ts will b+ dspend-
ent upon modifying causes as idiosyncrasies, national peculinrities. &e.
Farthermore, his mind uppe ir-d to be in an a'ternating condition betweon
excitement and sniness—whichatates invariably followed ¢ wh other. The
first waz of short durntion, not lasting more than’a fow minutes, while the
latter would persist for at least a quarter of an hour before being broken
in upon by its less sombre snccessor. These two phases were accompani-
ed by corresponding changea in the pulse,—it beiny always quicker and
stronger under the first spe -itied.

5. The other observations mude upon his psychical disordar w rs, that
for about the first three hours, afier its setting in, he wasin a dozing kind -
of state, easily awakened by any noise sush as thit of ordinary conver-
sation. Frequently he woke himself'up. It was upon being thuas aroused
he declared his phantasms. He rapidly after fell into asort of sleep, and
never continued insensiblebeyond 10 or 15 minutes. It appearod natu.
ral, and was net accompanied by any s'estor of respiration nor turgescenoe
of the features. The pupils were however dilaled, and the retina had
lost its natural susceptibility to the stimulus of light. After the end of
these three hours, his sleep became more normal, and he gradually exhibit-
ed symptoms of decreasing disturbance. Afierwards I did not see him till
about as many more hours had expired. He was then awake and rational,
and had emerged (rom his Haschish-dream,

The dose had exercised a devided interference with common sen-
sibility; ordinary perception was in a measure deadened, and there
was a partial anzsthesia of the cutaneous surface, and yet sensation was
positively acute, so much 5o as to be accompanied with feelings of actual,
pain. A slight pivlg or quick pinch gave no response; bat a more exten:
sive or prolonged irritation, as from continued pressure, was felt, and
subsequeutly remembered. He told me afterwards that he experienced
great pain from tonches, &c., which at the time he did not complain of
or, as might be imagined, he was incapacitated from objecting to. DPala
existed, then, although it could not be resisted. It endurance was borno

- by the patient, while the observer presumed he was unmindful of it.

The henrt and arteries appesred to be apociﬂcaly affgeted.  The pulse
possessed a stroug full tense character, thy vessel conveying to the finger
a peuudo-cartilaginous feel, as if the tonicity of ita organis contractile
coat was powetfully stimulated. Upon recovery he complsined much
of & fecling of paiuful constriction about the heart, and of pain in his
wrist which was brought ou by alight comprossion of the palse, There
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was no  capiilary engorgement nor over-action,—no texture nor orgad
evinced simptoms of determination of blood; nor were there sixns of
venous congestion discerned in any pirt. The action of cannabis on
the yascular systern is, probably, one which, if better established, might be
turuel to great practical benefit. It isin conformity with the expericnce
of Dr. O'Shaughnessy of India, to esteem this remmedy as an art rial
stimulrat well adapted for reviving the failing energies of the cireulation,
and for conducing to the establishmnent of re-action in cases of collapse.
In recording his investigations with it in Cholera, he states that « He has
known the pulss and heat return, and the purging checked, by = single
do<c. 1In one caseof Collapse, the patient revived immediately upon
taking the remedy.”

The above casc isalso interesting in a negative way. It was not mark-
ed by several phenomena that have been witnessed in others, such as
catalepsy, aphrodisis, &c.

And lasily the reader is reminded that the word Hasckish is employ-
ed in this communication to designate an exlract of Jodian hemp, pre-
pared by Morson of London, and procurable in this city at Messrs, 8. J.
Lyinnn & Co., Place d’Armes. The distinction is the more necessary,
for the swne name is given in some places to an extract from Gunjah,
obtaiied by lLoiling it in butter; and has likewise been applied to the
tops and tender shoots and pistils of the flowers of the plant, in contrast
to the larger leaves and capsules which are known, oricntally, as bang,
or in the language of Dr. Wood. (Pharmacology) buny. While a
nearly identical term, hushish, is assigned, according to Avicenna, by the
Aralians, to an inebriating substance prepared from the bruised leaves.

ART. XXXIL—Cases in Surgery. By D. C. MacCarvn, M.D,
M.R.CS.L, Professor of Clinica! Surgery, McGill College ; Surgeon

to tho Montreal General Hospital, &e.
No. 4.—Acute Tetanus from Frostbite ending fatally on the. Seventh diry.
Tetanus is 4 disease rarely met with in Canada, being more unfrequent
oven thanin Great Britain and Ireland. The number of deaths from
this affection, as compared with the number of deaths from all diseases
occurring in London cﬂxring a period of four years, (1850-3-5 exhibits
the ratio of 1 10 3075. There were 328 deaths from tetanus in Ireland
during the twenty years intervoning between 1831-51, whilst the total
deaths for'the same period numbered 1,184,374 ; the proportion being,
thercfore, 1in 4887. Io New York the proportion is as high as 1 in
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578, whilst in Bombay it is 1in 48. From the Census Returms of
Canada we lea'n that two deaths out of 12,336, the causes of which
were asvertained, were occasioned by $atanus; a proportion of 1 in 6168
only. In the following case, the notes of which were taken by my fijend,
Dr. Craik, the principal point of interest is the condition in which the
posterior tibial nerve leading to the right foot was fuund ; the foot that

was most injured by the effects of cold, 'and from which the toes had 1o
be removed.  Were I to meet with another case (raumatic in its origin,
or one arising from frosthite, I would certainly have recourss to # method
of prucedure alrcady recommended, viz,, division of the principal nerves
leading to the injured part.

Unarlcq McKeon, aged 20, an Iiish labour was admitted on the 11th
of March, 1857, by Dr. MacCallum. Both his feet were badly frozen—
especially the right one—irom his having been exposed on the previous
night while travelling. He was a healihy-looking man, about 5 feet 9
inches high, light complexioned, and sumewhat mus-ular.  He had been
in the habit of using intoxicating liquore occasionally, “ going now and
then on a spree,” but did not use them habitually. His temperament
seemed to be somewhat of the melancholiv, and his manner rescrved,
almost approaching the morose. His general health bad always been
good.

The frostbitten parts followed the usual courss. Three toes on the
right fout were positively dead, and considerable ulceration occurred in
the other tocs of the same foot, as well as in two or three toes of the
other. .

The line of demarcation formed in the usual time, and it became
sufficiently evident that the three first toes of the right foot should be
removed. It was deemed, however, unadvisable to intetfere for a few
days, on account of the presence of erysipelas in the wards,—which had
broken ont nbout the time of his admission.

There being no apparent motive for hurry ia the case, it wis allowed
to remain withoat any oiker treatment, except A poultice at first, and
water dressing aftetwards, until the 30th of March, when, the erysipelas
having cumpletely subsided, the three toes were removed at the meta-
tarso-phalangeal articulation.

Nouthing unusual was observed -at the time of the operation, excepling
that the spasm which frequently piecedes insensibility during the
administration of chloroform, seemed more severe than usual. Very
little attention was paid to this at the time, but it was afterwards dis-
covered that the symptoms of tetanus had becn present from the previous
day.
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On the morning after the opcration (Tuesday, March 31st,) while Dr.
Craik was making the usual round of the ward, his attention was arrested
by the peculiar cxpression of the patient’s countenance, so charucteristic
of tetanus; and on interrogating him it was found that he was unable to
open his jaws more than about half an inch, andl he complaincd of pain
and stiffness at the root of the tnntrue, extending down the neck.  These
symptoms, that is, pain and stiffness at the Toot of the tongue, &c.,
he said bad first showed themsclves on Sunday, the 29th of
March. The first thing he felt was a soreness and weight in the bk
and limbs, followed by the stiffness in the muscles of the jaw and throat.
Towards the evening of the same day ke felt pain in the epigastrium
and in the back of the neck, but none of the symptoms were safficiently
severe to induce him to mention them to any one; cven on Mouday,
when the toes were removed, he said nothing about them, thinking—as
he afterwards said—that they procceded from a slight cold, and would
soon disappear. At the time when attention was first drawn to his
condition, on Tuesday morning, he was suffering considerably, principally
from the pain at the epigastrium. He was also beginning to- experience
some difficulty in swallowing, which he had not noticed before, although
on strict enquiry he admitted that it had existed in a slight degree frem
the first day of the attack. There was very little febrile action, tha skin
was moist, the temperature a little higher than waiural, the tongue
slightly coated, the bowels costive, and the urine somewhat coloured.
The pulse numbered 92 in the minute, and had no peculiarity of strength
or fullness. He complained®slightly of thirst.

At 12 o'clock, noon, he was seen by Dr, MacCallum, when the symp-
toma were nearly the same as above, excepting that they hal become a
little more severe. Directions were immedistely given to have him
removed to a darkened ward by himself, and to have him f{reely cupped
over the spine, which was done to the extent of ahout 15 ounces. Blad-
dens filled with pounded ice were then applied alang the spine frum the
occiput to the sacrum, with directions to remove them if symptoms of
grest depression came on. 10 grains of calomel were given for the pur-
pose of moving the bowels and acting upon the secvetions. The following
mixture was then prescribed ; to be commenced as soon a8 a stool had
been procured : B Ext. Cannab. Iudic., (Morsons) gis. xviii, Spt. Rect.
% j, Muc. G. A. % vij, solve extractum in Spt. et adde. mucilag: Capiat
£ s. quaque semihora. His diet to consist of strong beef tea.

8 o’clock, P. M.—The spasms became very severe after the removal
i theother ward, so much so, that he was in danger of falling out of
bed, and requested to have his bed on the floor. The muscles of the
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back were atrongly oontraclei bending the body back wards-opisthotonos,
After the cupping he was much better. His bowels were freely
moved about 5 o’clock, and he has been able to swallow some beef tea.
Complains a gnod deal of pain in the abdomen, which feels remarkably
bard to the touch. By agreat effort he can open the mouth to the
extent of about half an inch. I!e had two paroxysms before the cupping,
and one Jess severe since. He swallows with difficulty. Pulse 102,

Wednesday Morning, 9 AM.—P.-sad 8 restless night with several
severe paroxysms. Is now a littlc cemier . He can onen his maouth to a
greater degree, and swallow, but with difficulty.  Perspiring (reely.
Tongue cleaner than yesterday. Had a stool early this morning. Pulse
110 and weaker.

12 o'cloek; noon.—Condition the same a3 nbove. The extract to be
increased to four grains every hour, watching its effects. He asked for
wine, which was allowed him.

Thursday, 9 AM.—Had a good night, He slept between two and
three hours. The paroxysms are much mitigated, and he swallows
without much difficulty. He has taken two pints of beef tea since yes-
terday at noon. Pulse 102.and moderately full.

12 o'clock, noon.—Condition the same as above. No appearance of
narcotisin.  The dose of Lhe extract to be increased to 8 grains. Con-
hnue ice to spines

o'elock. P.M.—Somewhat restless. He has had some severe parox-
ysms. Pulse 120. Perspiring freely.

Friday, 9 AM.—Spent a tolerable night, slept 3 hours, swallows with-
out difficulty. The paroxysms, though not very violent, affect the mus-
cles of the trunk and inferior extremities more than formerly. Pulse
108 and rather weaker.

Noon.—Same as above., Thefoot was dreseed and found to be healing
kindly. The dose of the Cannabis to be increased to 12 grains every hour.

8 P.M.—Moaning a good deal. Paroxysms frequent, but not very
severe. Swallowing more difficult. Pulse 120,

Saturday, 9 A M.—Restless ull night; slept none. Has great diffi-
culty in swallowing. His jaws cannot be separated at all. His breath,
and indeed his whole body, exhales a peculiar offensive odor. The
tongue, as much of it as can be seen, is dry and brows, and sordes are
begitming to collect about the teeth. The pulse has risen to 126 and is
very weak.

Noon.—tCondition similar to above. Pulse 130. Give Cannabis as
much as cao be swallowed, and let him have 10 grains of oalomel im-
medintely.
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4 o'clock, PM.—He was thought by the nurse to be dying, having
taken a severe fit while trying to swallow his meficine. He was fand
laborinz in a severe paroxysm with the whole budy bent backwards, hus
fac » purple, and the breathing stopped ; the pulse was barcly perceptibic.
A towel with some chlorofurm was placed on his face, anl ar.ificial
respiration performed as well as the spasm would allow, uniil the natural
breathing was re-established. The chloroform was left with the nurse,
with directions how ic apply it in succeeding paroxysms. From this
time the paroxysma continued to return at intervals of about half an
bour, until 10 o'clock, when he died exhausted after a severe paroxys:a.

Autopsy. —40 hours after death, during the last four of which the
body had been lying with the face downwards.

The Spine.—The integutaents and muscles of the back contained not
more than the usual quantity of blood, allowing for the effects of gravi-
tation. On cutting through the spinal 1geninges a considerable quantity
of limped serum was found in the cavity of the arachnoid. There was
no congestion of the lutter membrane. The cord itself was the natural
consistence throughout, and the cnly olservable abnormality about it
was some slight arborescent redness at the roots of the merves in the
dorsal regon.

The Head.—The dura mater was somewhat strongly adherent to the
calvarium, but beyond this there was nothing abnormal.

Tie nerves near the frosthitten part.~The posterior tibial nerves were
traced uearly to the toes on both feet and carefuily removed and com-
parel. Tha: of the right foot (which had been most severely frozen, and
from which the toes had been removed) was considerably larger than
the left, and its structure was much softee. Upon a close examination,
minute extravasations were found at different points in its substance.
Poriions of both were placed under the micruscope, butno difference was
noticed except that the fibrous structure was less qpparen' in the right
than the left nerve. '

REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

ART. XXV .—The Priunciples and Practice of Obstetrics. By Hzxry
Mu.eer, M.D., Professor of Obstetric Medicine in the Medical
department of the University of Louisville. With illustrations
on wood. Philadelphia : Blanchard & Lea. 1858,

The pYesent work contains 18 chapters, which are devoted to the con-
sideration of the ordinary subjects of midwifery, exclusively of the diseases
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of women. A large portion is taken up with the important topic of la-
bour, which is entered upon at the 7th chapter, and is carried through
all the succeeding ones. )

Under the title of “the determinative cause of labonr,” an inquiry is
justituted into the proximate agency, which conduces to originate uterine
action, or in other words an answer is put forth to the question, * What
is it thut excites the uterine contractions, when gestation ariives at its
term3” Dr. M. adopts the opinions expressed nbout 85 years ago by
Dr. Power, and believes it to be * iiritation of the cervix, and especially
of the 0s uteri arising froin the coutact of the ovum with it.”  This view
itis considered derives support from several facts and arguments such as
the following ;- .

1. *“ The peculiar manner tn which the uterine neck it unfolded during
pregnancy.”—This unfolling *is deferred to a very late periol of preg-
nancy, until, in fact, a sho't time before labour sets in.  What other use
can be a~signed for this singular deportment than that of guarding the
zeck from premature irritation, which might endanger the premature ex-
pulsion of the ovum 77

2. » The rectum and bladder being excited to expel their contents by
trritaiion of their orifices, affords strong presumption that the uierus is
excited o action on the same principle.” —* The reality of such irritation
is ceriified to every individual by the interual or orgunic senca‘ion that
accompanies it; which like all vther organic sensations, it is difficuls to
desciibe or accurately to locate. . . . . When this irritation ac-
quires a c-riain Jegree of intensity it irresistibly provokes expulsive con-
tractions of the muscular fibres.”

3 Again, “ the uterus can be excited to cxpulsive contractions, especially
in the lutler months of pregnancy, by artificial irrilation of its orifice)
Accordingly “nut only may parturition be induced by orificial irrita:ion
artificially excited, but when labour has commenced naturally, if the ute-
rine coutractions be languid and inefficient. they may bs made stronger
and more effective in the same way.”

Serious difficulties we must observe in comment exist to receiving
this cause * urificial irritation™ as the determinative agent of par-
turition. For instance in many cases of premature labour when
the cervix bas not been expanded till affer their instigation, this
condition, in its normal or ordinary bearing, cannot be esteemed
influential. Parturition at the full time is upon the above expla-
nation, an effect of the development or obliteration of the crrvix allow-
ing the uterine contents t» come in opposition with the mucous surface
of the os, snd by touch induce or create the muscular coutraciility of
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the uterus ; but in cases of miscarriage or abortion the cervix does not
open to receive the embryonic mass until some time after the event has
been in progress, and therefore the iniiawory approsimation, considered
essential as the starting influence, has not existed or not been active.
And it by no means seems likely that a different modification of action
has been present in both 3 both are marked or ebaracterized by uterine
contractions, cervical dilatation and orificial opening. Again, in all ex-
amples of ordinary labour before the period fur delivery ensues, the cer-
vix has been unfolded for some time, and the apposition contended for
has actually occurred witbout being productive of any mark of com-
mencing fabour; and to suppose that a delay is neces-ary to allow of the
moaturation of the force which may be supposed to spring or arise from
the contigaity of the presenting part with the unfolded cervix before that
force is sufficicntly powerful to be operative in evoking the customary
pains is not consistent with our ideas of vital occnrrence, or of the mu-
tual rdlationship that subeists letween organized structures and por-
tions of the living economy. Dr. M. notices somewhat similar objections
which have been urgeld azainst the notion of “orificial irritarion,” by
Dr. Dewees, arnd bas replied to them, but in our opinion Iis effort has
neither been happy nor satisfactory.  The periodicity of parturition and
its final causes are inysteries, and at most, any interpretation we can offer
with o1r present imperfect knowledge of the internal functions, and the
intima'e mechanism of the organs from which they emanate, can only
shew forth the probable collateral or concurrent actions that are in pro-
eess of accomplishnent. We are confined to a consideration of the more
obvious or secondary powers, while the springs wlnch have set them a
going are wholly beyond our comprehension. In truth, our knowledge
at best is of a rough, coarse, materialistic kind or texture, and we are
constrained to confess of this and similar cecurrences " which the living
body participates, that they are ultimate facte, jvilow determinate laws
and take place as Avicenna said, some ceoturies ago, of delivery “by
the yrace of God;” an oninion which more recently Velpeau hes adopted
and promulgated, and which no amount of special pleading for the effi-
ciency of physical causes, whether plausible or not, will be enabled to
gainsay.

Dr. M's. work is illustrated by 98 figures, four of which refer to in-
struments constructed we believe by the author. One of the number
s of a “fluid porte-caustique,” and is thus described. “It is made of
steel, and consists of two branches springing from a cominon stem, which
diverge-abruptly at their origin, and then run parallel with each other
to their termination. The extremity of each branch is dentated, the

~
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testh of ome fitting into those of the other, 2o that when they are closed
by a <liding ring, they present a smooth and roundish point like that of
the uterine sound. The whole instrument measures 9} inches in length,
and the handle is made rough on the side correrponding to the coneavity
of the branches. A pellet of lint or eotton is placed between its branches
$0 1t to project slightly at its point, which leing secured by a siiding
ring is wet with the medicated solution, and introduced into the uterus
through the specalum”  In this way applications can be made with
safety to the lining men:brane of the uterus when that part is in a state
of morbid action. The plan, once advised, of injection is generally nn-
daistood 1o be fraught with too much risk to warrant trial.

.

ART. XXVIL.—Toothacke and other affectiors of the teeth relieved by the
Electric cautery. By Tuomas 11. Haroixg, Smgeon Dentist,
Loudon: Walton & Maberly. 1858, p.p. 40.

Thi- methed of treating odontalgic affections is well reported of, and
the pernsal of the interesting little brochure by Mr. Harding will impr
the reader favorably with its merits.  The nature of the apparatus re-
guiting to be employed is thus deseribed by the amhor.

“The buttery is 2 compound one of Smee’s, and consists of six pairs
of plates of zine and platinized silver, contained in six cells, which are
gei in action by one flaid, viz: dilute sulphuric acid. The battery may
of cour-c vary according to the choice and taste of the operator, but it
is desirabile to render it as elegant and as simple as possible.  When 1
first ¢mpiloyed the electric cautery, I used a battery of two pairs of plats
in & single c2ll. X now prefer the larger batiery of six cells, because a
large bateery with weak acid will last longer than a small one with strong
ac.d ; he-iles this, the action of the battery is more uniform and lasts
much longer. . . . . The cauterizer is thus constituted :—The ter-
minal six wehes of the poles which are of copper wire plated, are sup-
ported on an ebony or ivory handle, upon the side of which opa of the
polus is interrupted at a particular point. 1be extremities of the poles
ate couneccted by a piece of platinum wire, a hundredth of an inch thick,
and three quarters of an inch long, which is bent into a loop. The sides
of the loup are then brought parallel aud nearly close to each other
without touching, and it is thus introduced into the pulp cavity of the
tooth to Le opeiated on. By a slight pressure on one side of the handle
the interiupted pole is temporarily joined, and the platinum wire imme-
diately becomes brilliantly heated ss it liea in comtact witb the tooth
pulp. . . . . In this way I have succeeded in rapidly destroying
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the pulps of decayet and condemned teeth, and have priceeded srme-
times after A lew minutes Lo the operation of filling with gl), or with
other suitable stoppings.”

The remainder of the pamphlet is equ.ily instroctive, an 1 ia ocenpied
with remark« upon the opervionin general dire :tions, for afier irearment
and a consideration of the suitable cases in which alvantare iz to be ex-
pected from the adoption of this particular kind of treatment. In our
practive the subject is to & certain extent cztra limites, and we leave its
fuller examination to our friends of the dental art to whom we think it
commends itself as affording & quick and simple means vhich will com-
pare favorably with othar exped ents mcre commaonly re-orted to for re-
lief fiotn a very sore and much prevailing malady.

ART. XX VIlL.—Transactivns of the St. Georye's Hospital Medical
Society. Se-sion 1856~57,

These transactions have been kinlly forwarded us from London,
through the politeness of Dr, Gibb of that ¢ity, They ¢ .utain fourteen
contributions in all, and upon w:a ters of much interest to the profeesion,
They uppear to have b en in the first inance read before the Medieal
Society of St. George's Horpital, and sulwequently hav- been printed
to aive them a more durable form.  We consiler the prictice fullowed
in this inctance is vne which might bemdvantageously ado tel by other
socie:ies of 4 similar charscter, tor it is much tv be lzmented that ¢ .m-
munications, like t.ese, of nnch worth, and the result of ¢onsiderable
personal exertions on the part of their authors should, after being 1e.d,
unlike these, be lnid aside in manuscript state, and afierwaids be avail.
able to no one beyond those to whose sole possession tirey ure confined.

CLINICAL LECTURE.

The present aspect of Conservative Surgery and the Chlorgform Questiom,
By F. C. Sksr, Esq, F.R 8, F.R.CS, Surgeon to St. Baitholomew's
Hospital.

GerTLeMeEN.—I don’t think I can better begin a Course of Clinical
Lectures, which it is my duty to deliver in this theatre unriug the
new year, than ly making some few remarks in reference 1o whtis
called in the gene.al parfance of the day, * Conservative Suruery” Iy
conservative, or ct.ative, surgery as apphed, in the first place to injuries
of joints or limb~, I wish to signify that practice in surgery. which, iu the
hands of some oue surgeon, leads to a ecnsetvation or saving of alimb or
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joint, as contra-distinguished from another praciice, which, in an entircly
simiiar case, aacritices the same joint or limb by amputation. By * eone
servatiun,” or sowe such term, we properly signify the recognition of the
power of Nature to repair what may appear otherwise beyond repair,
and it obviously implies on the part of the surgeon a deeper knowledge
or experienice of the subtle, yet raarvellous, powers of Nature, engage! in
such pro.eaacs, as woll as an instinctive recognition of these prucesses
2nd the poiut where Nature is assisting us, and proving herseli’ a true 2is
medicalriz ; or where, overborne by sun:ry morbific agencies, Art, even
at any cost of mutilation, must comne to the rescue.

Aud this “conservative” surgery is no mean or little thing ; it engages
the moral feclings as well as an inteilectual analysis of the surgical facts
tbat have previously come under your uwotice—for I pow take it that
yon will all and each of you be on¢ day or another embarked 1 surgical
practice—both, mind you, are indispensable, the moral feclings aud the
miedect, nay more, we must in ameasure, make each case our own, and
sympntlise with our p tients, if we wish to master each case presented
to us,

A man properly imbued with the idea of curative or conservative
surgery must calmly study Nature, he must forget self-interest. Oh!
do not tor nere ecldt of operations, as do some, commit some crime—I
was al'nost inclined to say, do not do anything tc your patient, be he
rich 01 pour, that you would not after the gravest stuady wish to be done
to yourselt in similar circumn-tances ! That, indeed, must be your guiding
rule in all your medical intercourse with the sick, but more particularly
in this department.  Remember if you save & maun’s arm to him it 1s al-
most equivalent to his life, ns it is the means by which he lives.

But you are young, aud you say, “Why all tii, the surgical pro-
feswion is surely an honaurable profession i” and you read the journals,
and = we are all honourable men ! Beit so—that is arawing it. very mild
at .ny iate. Mark! [ make no imputation against the great operators,
but while human strength is mixed vp with bunan weakuess, and wh le
the line is 1ot well defined in surgical operations where esprit de corps or
m: re surgical er/dt trespasses on thorough conscientiousness or honesty,
while error is likely to prevail, then it is your duty to keep yourseives
properly instructed in whet the Jessons of experience everywhere are
tesching us. and to what principles of surgery the “ finger-posts” of statis-
tics are pointing.

You may depend on it that Nature has a disposition to effect singular
cures if we only did not thwart her designs. Nature is usually at work
bui ding up healthy tissues, I believe this is evident in a large majority of

’ B
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surgical cases  Look at a breken bone uniting.  Sometimer, no doubt,
there wasside by side with such healthy physinlogical nction a certain
pathological or isensed action or clement, but let u« take care that we
do not encourage the Iatter in place of the former; eay that we bleed in
a fever where wo ought to give wine, then the disease gets a<head 5 or
asy thut a paticat dics of amputation or resection, whire such operation
was unnecessaty,

If you believe with me that there ia this tendeney to mistake many
things in Nature's work for something pathclogionl s that from eprit de
¢or pr we tuke for granted Nature is going pathologically wiong ax often
or oftener than ke goes physiologically right, vetif T ean show you this
s an crror, surcly there must be ramcthing in cur conservative snrgery
that deserves more than 8 mere passing notice,

Lot us tuke care ihat this so-called caprit de corps does not alienate
the public t- o much from us.  Bacon male this remark a very long time
ago. It ia .s true now as it was then.

All very welll But what evidence can 1 bring that Natare, as we
find in her hospitals, is not always going wrong 1 1 now rernember the
wards of St Bartholomew's Hospital for a period of about forty years,
aud if [ luok back at amputations, for instance, I find they are diminishing
in number year by vear. What ia the secret of this? Pll teN yon.
Nature now cures hundreds of cases that were formetly mutilated and
amputiated. Do you think we have in this department yet reached the
goal, that we have nothing hike steel or cod-liver il in strumous cases,
for instance, totally unknown forty years ago, yet to be discovered 1 Is
Jhloroform nothing 1

But what a melancholy thing it is that some aurgeone stlil adhere to
old rontine. You will be astonished, periaps, that there is no standard prac.
tice in our sixteen oreighteen Lendon hospitals, The public does rot know
that even with this esprit de cors—of which we make so much ado—
that the leg which is saved in hoapital A is <ut off and few questions
asked at hospital B, C, D5 ay! we're “ all honourable men,” save per-
haps at hospital E, or put in orthopeedic training, but cut off at F, G, I\
I, &c. Isit not our duty to society to save limbs, to cure ancurisma
without cutting operations, to take advantage of chloroform, &c.? To
socicty did I say # Iiere a man fecls the blighting influance of this so-
callid esprit de corps ; he is out voted in consultation, and by apparently
wize heads ; he must not infringe old routine or the sterentyped rules of
years! But I tell you, and you me 7 rely on what I say, our first duty
is to sogiety, though it may ill understand us ; our next, ay, longo inter-
vallo, our next duty is to our Profession !
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1 am sorry to say, too, that the more remote the distance from
London the wurse do things appear to beeome, so firmly rooted do oid
prejudices keep their hold where once they have been implanted.  In our
small provincial hoapital, with forty surgical beds, I have recently known
there tohave been more mutilations or amputations in one year than there
were in the same y =ar (of twelve months) in all our 340 surgical beda
in St. Bartholoinew’s.  Tha fear of using chloroform, another error, adds
to the horror of such oli-world wisdom.

All professions, perhaps, even to the judges on the ben. b, are “infirm
of purprse,” if it comes to be a matter of common sense versus some old
precedent or rule, in other words, ® mutter of esprit de corps.  Still even
this latter must occasionally yield to the public learning things themselves,

There is no large or capital operation in surgery that is not undergoing
achange in the direction of greater simplicity. Where are our pulliesin
recent disloontions of the hip? What improvement ever equalled that
of the introductiior of chloroform of anmesthetica?  Pain abolished at one
glorions sweep ; you kuow that even within your own memory, let
cavillers say what they please, it has become the recognised practice of
all good surgrons in America, Asia, Europe, to administer chloroform.
Tat no sitly errors porsuado yon to the contrary! Again, look at in-
juries of the skull and the use of the trephine, where formerly it was
used on every aceasion (realising the lines to Sidrophel,—

#He used trephining of the skull

4s often as the moon’s at full.”
where formerly wo wero told to anticipate symptoms), now the trephine
is scarcely used at all; in Germany it is entirely condemned.

Let us take lithotomy cperations again, and compare themn with lithot-
rity.  Yet though the appliances and meaus of lithotomy are more bril-
lisut or improved (I now spcak of the lateral operation), the deaths
are at least 30 per cent. 5 those of lithotrity, which is superseding it in
privato practice, are only 5 per ceat.

Does the conscientious surgeon treat surgic.l aneurisms now in the
same manner that surgeons of the last century did? No! We have
been compelled by the fuct. brought forward by the Dublin surgeons to
adopt the mode of curc by compression ; it is not so brilliant or full of
ecldt, yet itis eminently conservative and saves inany valuable lives. Sume
London men say they like a cut at their cases, but the short gnd best
cut of a ease of aneurism is to cure it, and that is effected] by pressure ;
the amputations and deaths after ligature, even for poplitcal aneurism,
were something terribie and onormous a few years ago ; now we hear
of internal aneurisms cured by specific methods !
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Old dislocations sre now reduced in people of advanced yoars, even at
sixty, though Sir A. Cooper advised the opposite, and in the manipula-
tion of ollior cases under chloroform it is marvellous what way be done.
These are the cases that will make or mar you in practice.

Ab to the specisl subject of saving limbe after surgical injury, such as
compound fracturer with und without injury of vessels, I wrote a paper
in 1850, L am every day more and more convinced of the foree ol the
truths I then enunciated ; T will nut go with much detail into it

1 a limb be cold or mortified and vessels impaired there can, of courso,
be no second opinion as to the propriety of amputation, but I take cases
on (he confines of thin extreme condition, and | ark myself very otten,
shall I amputste or not?  Fifteen years ago 1 bad a great deal of night
surgery at this hospital, I may say 1lived next door, and [ bave hal
manuy a half how's walk up and down the quadrangle—hall-hours of
agouy, thinking shall T amputate or not ampuiate? A hand and fore-
arm of a paticut is sometimes fractured by mackivery, by a printing press
at night —the old rule, 1 now firmly Lelieve, “more honoured in the
breach” than in any, even at least slavish observance, was always to
amputate, and mind, in doing that, you tuke away the working man's
right hand perhaps; now that is u serious matter! We infringed the
rule, and the infringements or errors of ol rules taught us a great deal
T was every year more and more fortified in my opinion, now fully estab-
lished, that you arc not called on to amputate in almost any injury of
foro-arm and hand.  Nature will repair the mischief herself!

Take ngain discases of joints, and what do we find?t What has the
lastten yoars taught usi  That you cannot h ve anchylosis without re-
moval of the encrusting cartilage of such parts as the head of the
femur or humerus, &c. Tbis is not disease, it i8 Nature's own curative
surgery ; yet how are we every other day frightened at the words “ulcer-
aton of cartilages.” Have you never seen this part finely injected
with size and vermillion? If you have. you would see a beautiful ring
of granulations marking out the process of absorption, and thus, pari passu,
marking out Nature’s_conservative surgery. Yet how many dozcus of
knees Jo we soe amputated, or avkles removed. because we wistako a
henalthy reparative process, tedious it may be, * . a diseased state.

But I come back to the subject of compound comminuted fractures. I
do not like to lead the advanced guard of ultra-conservatism. Iseo a
good deal of small surgery, but ttough beterodox in a * clinical,’ I wish
w teach you leading clinics! principles, not smal! surgery. But I will
give yor acase; there is nothing like a case—it is a sort of diagram. A
man was brought in, Nov. 5, with a very bad and formidable laceration
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of fore-arm, the radius comminated,the extensor muscles scoaped sway,
the intercssecus ligament and so-called interosseous artery (it's not anb
inter-osseous artery at all, by the way,) all injured, be had a Guy Fawkes
explosion. burning and destroying his arm. What was to be done?
The r'udents came crowding down for an operation: he had soma amount
of extgusion and flexion in the fore-arm. Well, 1 simply cut eway all
the jagged parta, Iplaced & splint over the front of the forearm; he has
now a useful arm, but mind, if he had not had extension and flexion it
woull be uscless to try to save the parts.  Here “ antagonism,” whatever
it be in the morul or GGuy Fawkes world, is every thing to be desired,
He had his supinators, else I would have amputated : it would never do
» leave him & hand all flexors. bent. like a bind's claw.

You have heard also, no doubt (any of yon industriously reading up
for the college, at least), of “primary” and *=econdary”™ amputations,
Well, there has been n great deal written on this subject, aud, us it is
made to benr on conservative surgery, it is good in its estence, but it is
impracticable.  I'have often explained why I don’t believein it, It may
an-wer on the field of hatile, where the surgeon is here in a irench to-day
and ten miles off to-mortow. 1 believe it is ridiculons in civil hospitals
for T say if n man is not operated on till the termination of six hours why
not give him 24, ay and 48 hours.  Insuch cases T would say, in one word
— Do not take off limbs too woon, watch the case, watch it, that's the
sccret. 1 fought acase here the other day, Tsaid give him 24 hours, and
then three days: I will not tell you the result—butthat is the principle,
1 want you now tu olmerve for yourselves, and take this with you, that
in the last ten years there is happily growing up moire tendernessand sym-
pathy for patients ; there is more humanity amongst the true and great
surgeons,

If we felt for patients more it would be no harm. I had a joke with
Sir B, Brodie a Jittle while ago. Ile went out of town romewhere and
happening to meet with an injury, he dislocated his humerns.  “Iam so
glad, Sir Beajamin,? 1 anid 1o him, * as the Fates would bave it so, that it
ocrired to such a good observer ; you can now rympathise with p:tients
and teil us all about it; 1an glad at any rate, it was no worse.” He
laughed.  “T agree with you,” hie said, * we do not sympahise enough
witl our patients. T dou’t exactly see the foree of your congiatulation,
at icust in your way, for I assure you it was horribly paintul.”

[ woukl say to you, in couclusion, it is vour duty, it is  our mission
and there is no morc noble one to save limbs and to save life in every
pussible munner you can: the sooner you firget mere peisonal ecldt
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the better. Tuke care that much of the esprit de corps I speak of is not
pride and sclf-exteem.

You may rely onit, considering our increasing knowledge of therayeu-
tics, that we have unot et tested Nature's own conservalive wurgery
enough, aud that we deprive Nature of mueh of the credit that is justly
ber due.

THERAPEUTICAL RECORD.

Nl Effects of Ferruginous Minerel Wuters upon Laclation —M. Stanislas Martin
observed at Chateauncuf in Auvergne, that gallinaceous and ruminant animals
wero excecdingly fond of the ferruginous waters, but that these exerted tho
mischievous effect of drying up the milk of the cows.  Wishing ro sce whether
this cffect extended to the human subject, he induced a young mother to nake
use of some of the strongest of those waters during severai days: and the re-
sult was that if she had continued todrink them, all her milk would have dizap-
peared.  From this fact, among others, ho cantions practitioners against pre-
scribing ferrugivous substances for nursing women, and whea their empioyment
secms clearly indicated.—Bull. de Thérap. Dec. p. 554.

Ozide of Zinc in Profuse Sweating.—Dr, Juckdon has had repeated opportu-
nity of confirming the utility of this substance in the nocturnal sweats of phthi-
sis. He frecly gawe it whenever there was sweating enough to call for treat-
ment without regard to the stage of the discase.  Seven grains were generally
(sometimes ten) given at bed time, and if necessary, the dose was repeated every
few hours. 1o has also tried it with success in violent nocturnal sweating in
intermitient fever, and in the sweating of acute rheumatism.—Boston Journal,
wol 1. p. 284.

Turtrate of Antimony in Colic.—Dr. Puffer st. tes, that having employed ene-
mata of tartar emetic with good effect in several cases of rigid os uteri, he was
induced to extend the same practice to a case of obstinate colic.  About three
grains were administered in cight ounces of sweetened water ; and in about 40
minutes the obstruction yielded without any apparent additional nausea or pros-
tration, the paticnt rapidly recovering.—Jbid. vol. 1vi. p. 326.

Ergot of Ryc in Phthisis.—The Italian practitioners continue to publish from
time to time instances in which this substance bas been used with great advan-
tage, employed as recommended by Dr. Parola. Dr. Rossi now relates four
cases in which, after subduing inflnmmatory complications by antiphlogistics,
he gave with success fivmn 10 to 20 centigrammes per diem of the cthereal resi-
nous extract of the ergot.—Omoder's Anali, vol. clxii. p. 216.

" Glycerine in Dysentery.—Dr. J. Daude, of Marvejols, in France, praises the
effect of glycerine in dysentery. e has employed it with success in several
cases during a severe epidemic of that disease, giving it in encmata or by the
mouth. As an enema Dr. Daude recommends a fluid ounce of a decoction of
linseed or of bran, which should be given twice daily. For a potion, oue fluid
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ounce and a half ray be mixed with three and & balf fluid ounces of water
and crange-flower water, equal parts, and of which & large spoonful is to be
given every two hours.—U'nion Médicale.

Florogene, the active principle of the appletree bark, has been used by some
of the physicians of Cincinnati, and they report fattering success. Dr. March,
of that city, has been very enthusiastic in its support, as a substitute for quinine ;
also Dr. James bears like testimony. They say if any of their frienda desire
to test it, it can be found at Dr. Chapman’s, and tbat it is desirable as a matter
of cconomy. The doctor also prepares a fluid extract of florogene, which be
regards as a preferable remedy, given in teaspoonful doses.— Transactions of the
Belmont (Ohio) Med. Society.

Cocon-nut Oil Ointments.—The cocoa-nut oil is a more eligible body for the
formation of ointments than lard, keeping much better, not staining the linen,
and admitting of more complete absorption. To render the oil of commerce fit
for pharmaceutical employment, it is in general sufficient to liquify it st a mo-
derate temperature, and strain it through linen. But if it retains its peculiar
odor too strongly, and is of two yellow a color, it may be purified by digesting
it for sowme hours in a water-bath, with some cosrsely powdered vegetable char-
conl, and filtering it while warm through paper. The following are scme of the
formula that have been tried with success :—13 Tod. pot. j. ol. cocoa, 3j,
B Ext. bellad. dj., ol. coc. I iij.; B Veratrini, gt. {ij., 0. cos. 2 iij.; B Sulph.
quin. Dj, ol. coc. =j. ol. rosar. gt. x. (very useful in pityriasis capitis) ;
B Chlorof., ol. coc. aa < j. (of great service in neuralgic and rheumatic pains,
rendering the chloroform more fixed, and its action more durable); B* Ol. tere-
binth, ol. coc. aa 3j.; B Hydr. ox. rub. gr. iv.,ol. coc. 3 ij.—Omodei’s Annali,

PERISCOPE.

Effict of the Continued Application of Cold Waler Externally upon the
Circulation. By Dr. II. Bexce Joxgs, and W. IL. Dicrinsox,
Esq.

Opportunities of making use of some douche and shower baths of
more ihan ordinary potency having presented themselves, the following
exporiments were undertaken, with a view of removing some of the
uncertainty which now prevails regarding the effects of the outward ap-
plication of cold water. These experiments are divided into threo sec-
tions : 1st, on the general effect of the douche or shower bath; 2nd, on
the effects of the shower bath at ditferent temperatures; 3td, on the
effects of the shower bath in different circumstances.

Sec. 1.—The first experiment was madoe by a douche bath, by whi‘h
225 gallons of water were allowed to fall upon the hend for a quarter of
an hour, By this the pulsc was greatly relaxed in frequency and power,
and it became irregular ; at one period of the cxperiment the reduction
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amounted to 80 beats in the minute. The second experiment was made
with a shower bath delivering about 20 gallons of water a minute—up-
wanls of 300 gallons in fifieen m nutes.  The resulis were similar to
those obtainel with the douche bath, but were more marked.  During
the second minute the palie was found to b less frequent by 40 heats
than it had been previous to the fall of water; and from the ikh mi-
pute to the fifieenth, when the experiment terminated, it was obuerved
to be frequently iutermitting and very weak, The third expernnent
was muade with a still more powerful shower bath, at Vienna,  This des
livered nearly 38 gallons of water a minute—upwirds of 550 gallons in
fifteon minutes—but the openings in the rose were very fine, and the
shower was mu-.n spr2ad. T the fourth minute the pulse was found to
be imperceptible, and during the rewnainder of the quar-er of an hour for
which the bath was continued it was feeble and irregular.  Afterwards
the pulse was observed to be smiller and mther slower than it hal been
previoudy, bat it was imuncediately restoied by a warm bath.  Thus it
seems that a strong douche or shower bath proluces an excessive imme-
diate offect up n th: pule, By the tist shock it wmay be reduced in
rate even 30 beals in a minute: it then recovers a little, but after four
or five minates, when the shivering commences, it again becomes re-
duced, dnd ofter i rendered quite imperceptible.

Sree, 2.—The experiments in this section were made for the purpose
of showing whether the effeet varied with the temperature of the water:
The inost juteresting are two which were made with the power/ul shower
bal a'tuled to in section 1, recond experiment.  In the first, the water
was at 70 deg. Falrenheit. The pulse did not fall in rate for three mi-
nu e, although it tost much in strength and volume. When chivering
commenced, at the eud of the fourth minute, the pulse was impercepti-
ble, and it was scareely to be felt until the end of -he sixth, and it re-
muned wedk and irregnlar until the termination of the experiment at
the’cnl of the tenth minute, In the secoud ecxperiment the w.ter was
teed down to 50 dex. F. The cffe :t was much more rapid. During the
fist fifteen sccouds the pulse was reduced at the rate of 38 Leats per
minute; this was followed ly a reaction better inarked than before, and
the wnnibilation of the pulee, which followed the commencement of
shivi-ring, was much more complete nud of longer duration,

Sgc. 3.—Some of the effects observed 1o follow the use of the shower-
buth, taken under varying circumstances, are heic atated. 'Two expe-
rinlenrs were made : one at the baths at lechel, in Austria, and one at
the Pruseian bath, at Vienna, where cold shower-baths were alternated
with very hot vapor-baths It was found that the increased action of
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the pulre produced by exposure of the bady to hot steam preventzd that
depression which would otherwise have resulted from the cold water.
A converse experiment is quoted from Dr. Currie’s * Medieal Reporta”
An ague patient, who had derised aldvantawe from the cold effusion dor-
ine the bot stage of the fit, nearly died fran the alarming depression
whivh resnlted from the same spplication while he was in the cold stage.

The general conelusions are—

1. The useful etfect of a wrong douche or chower-bath is the imme-
dia'e depression of the pulse. By the finst <hock of water between 64
deg. and 88 degx. F. the pnlse becomes weak and irregnlar, anid may be
reduced in rate even fifty Leats in the minate,  After the fivst shock the
priee recovers a littlo, but remains weak antil the secondary etfict or
slivering comes on, wien it becomes weaker and intermitting, nnd may
be quite impereept ple.  After ten to fifteen minutes the pulse remains
very small and weak, and shivering continues while the experitment
lasts,

2. It the shower-badi is a siall one, (eight gallons)) and the peron
takiny it in good health, no great ditlerence is perceived in the pulse
whether the watar is hot (110 deg.) or warm (74 Jdeg. F.)  1f the water
is very cold, (47 deg. F.) the pulse becomies smaller, but the rate is not
atfected.

With a shower-bath giving twenty gallons per minuate a difference of
tweuty degrees (from 70 deg. to 50 deg. F.) causes a great difference in
the shock.  The ditference in the after-cfliect or shivering, is not so
marked. The depression of the pulse when the shivering comes on is
more ¢ontinuous with the colder water, and is masifest up to the end of
the experiment.

3. When the pulse is raised above, or depressed below, its healthy
gtandard, the shower-bath or douche produces very much less or & much
greater effect than would be produced by the bath under omlinary cir-
cuinstances.

As it scemed possible that a part of the reduction of the pulse wmight
be due to the action of the cold water upon the capillarics and the radial
artery in which the pulse was fult, & set of experiments were made in
which the forearm and hand were exposed to temperatures varying from
25 to dey. to 124 deg. F.  The results of these experiments may be thus
stated :—

1st. When one arm is in water at 50 deg. and the other in air at 46
deg., no ditference in the pulse is observed in fifteen minutes. .

2nd. When one arm is in the water at 110 deg. and the otber in air
at 46 deg. F., little if any difference could be felt in the same time.
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3rd. When ong arm is in water at 44 deg. and the other in wa‘er at
107 deg. F. there was the sanie re<alt in the same time,

4th. Even one aim at 23 deg. and the other at 112 dueg. give no
rewlt.

5tli. Still lowor and higher temperatures, 25 deg. and 115 deg. F,
did not give any decided resabts in fifteen minutes,

0th. The douche-bath on the arm and hand, at 42 deg., produced no
greater effect on the puls- than still water at 44 deg. F.

Henes, generally, it fllows, that no part of the ctfect produced by the
shower-bath on the pulse, depenls on the action of the water on the
hand and forcarm in which the pube is f: t.—Proceedings of" Royal
Medical and Chirarvical Soctety, Apil 14th, 1857,

The Now-Mercurial Plan of Troatiacnt in Syphilia.  Read before the
Western Medical and Surgical Society, By Dr. Caniw,

fli: commenced by narrating a number of cases in which the ennsti-
tutional effects of syphilis had been very severe, and hal extendn), in
spite of treatment, throngh many vears, in all of which tte culy staze
of the disease had not been attacked by mercury.  After detailing these
very carefully, he entered into the history of this plan of tieatment,
remarking that most of the Irish surgeons who had adopted it havesinee
changed their opinions respecting it.  Ile maintained that the severest
and worst forms of constitutivnal sy phiiis occur when no mercury what-
ever has been given for the primary disease, and that the notion that
the severe cases of secondary discae arc mainly due to the mnercury
administered is not founded in fact. Mercury, to be of use, must be
persevercl in for at least six weeks, and to produce its good effects need
not to be given lavishly or recklessly. If attention be not paid to this
fact, no permanent effect is produced, and other forms of the disease, as
secondary or tertiary, are apt to follow immediately after. He recom-
monded the nse of the bichloride in doses of one-twelfth to a quarter of
a grain, togetlier with the inunction of the strong mercurial ointment,
until the gums showed that the system was affected by the mercury.
and can be continued with safety longer than any other mercurial pre-
.pararion, not oniy in these casés, but evon in scrofulous discases, in
which its useis advisable; hence its peculiar value. Todide of potassium,
given with iodine, is the next remedy to be relied upon, thotigh it is
chiefly valuable in secondary and tertiary atfections of the perivsteum.
In tertiary symptoms, the iodide i vur sheet-anchor, and mercury should
never be given in such casesto the extent of producing itsspecific effects ;
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should a mercurial be requiced, the hyd. e, creta is to be recommended
in conjunction with the io i le of patas~ium. Ivom, arsenic, and mivcinl
acids, under certaln circumsiances, are usginl, espacially after mercury
has been fairly tried : with the ordinary meaus of restoring health, as
good foud, pure air, aud rest, will generally promote a cure, e then
alluded to the difficulty of distiagnishiug primary chancre, and the
meaus emploved by inoculation, and the pecuiiar harndness, of the true
Hunterian chanere, and to the chance there was of a chancre in the
urcthra being overlooked, and to other sources of error as to t! e cur.bi-
lity of syphilis without rercury. He concluded with the following
ob~ervations 1—

1st. That the severest and most prolonze 1 forms of the disease have
arisen where no mercury has been given for the primary or early secon-
dary affection,

2ndly. That a3 no symptoms ilentical with those of constitutional
syphilis are produced by merceury, the notion that mercury is a causs of
constitutions! avphilis is foun led in errorn

3rdly. That the administration of mercury may be so regulated as to
preciude any of its severs effee's ; and supposing any are producel, it is
manifest that they would be less severy than those caused by constite-
tional syphilis.

41hly. That the constitutional effects of mercury should be avoided in
tertiary spphilia,

5thly. That the suppoeed successful treatment of syphilis witlout
mereury is founded on erroneous diagnosis, or the causes have occurred
in individuals already protected, or the subjects have been of that class
who seem to enjoy immunity from the worst part of the complaint.—
London Lancet,

On the Administration of Cod-Liéver Oil, and Substances Soluble in it,
in Capsules. By T. Seencsr Wsirs, F.RC.S.

I have very frequently found af* ¢rordering cod-liver oil, that the patients
have objected very much to its unpleasant flavor. In many cases they
have been guite unable to overcotse their repugnance to it,  In other
caser the nausea it has produceld has led me to discontivue it.  This has
been still more often the case when giving quir in, or idiode of iron dis-
solved in the oil.  Yet the effects of these solutions, when borne, bave
been so very beneficial, that I was wost anxicus to overcome the ob-
jectiors to their use un the score of lavor. Some months ago it struck
me that there was no reason why the oil should not be taken in capsules

-like copaiba. I accordingly s-ked Mr. Bastick, the druggist in Brook-
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street to whom we are indebted for our krowledge of the solubility of so
many substances in cod-liver oil, to have some of the oil with quinia put
up by Messrs Evans and Lescher in their membrans capsules, as I bad
found their copaiba caps iles preferable to any others T ever tried.  This
waus done at once, and Mr. Bastick has for some time past supplicd mauy
of my paticite with membranous capsules containing cod liver vil only or
bolding in solftion quinix, the idiode of iror, and the liviodide of
mercury, Fach capsule contains twenty miununs of the oil, and the dose
of the quinia, or iodide, may be varied.  Patients who olject very much
to the oil, thitk nothing of taking three, or even half a dozen capsules
threc tinies a day.

The combination of biniedide of mercury with cod-liver oil is particu-
larly ascful in some of the chronic syphulitic supeificial diseases of the
skin aud pwcous membranes, A tenth or twelfth of a grain with a
drachm of the oil in three capsules three times a day, I have found to
answer admirably in cases of chronic pityriasis and psoriasis, with super-
ficial ulceration of the fauces. In some of the chronic joint affections of
scrufiulus subjects, the iodide of iron given in the same way, but in larger
doses, is also very officacious. When it is desired to give iron in the oil
without iodine, and to give larger quantities, the wafer-paper 20 much
used for taking the cubeb and copaiba pastes answers extremely well,
A paste may be made of the sesquioxide of iron—the so called carbonate
—by mixing up with: it a sufficient quantity «{theoil. A teaspoonful of
this paste, envelop: ' in wetted wafer-paper, is swallowed without the
least difficuity or unpleasentness by any age who can take a pill,

Iu mauy cases of secondary syphilis in'persons of broken down con-
stitution, it is desirable to combine the iodides of mercury and iron. In
this combination the iodile of mercury becomes soluble, and may be
given cither in the oil in capsules, or in the form of very elegaut syrup
which Mr. Bastick prepares. In prescribing this, however, the ordinary
dose of the iodide of mercury must be considerably lowered, as the action
becomes much more powerful when the salt is madesoluble. The syrup
ig prepared of various strengths ; but in the proportion of a quarter of &
grain of the iodide of mercury to two graius of the iodide of iron in a
drachm of syrup, it will be found extramely useful, and not very dis-
agreeable,

I offer no avology for endeavouring to make these preparations and
capsules better known, as I am sure they are very useful additions 1o our
present means of treating disease successfully.

3 Upper Grosvenor-street.
—Medical Times aicd Gazetts.
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@The PWodieal Chronicle.

LICET OMNIBUS, LICET NOBIS, DIGNITATEM ARTIS MEDIC.E TUERI.

, ExcovraceMENT oF THE UALICENSED.—Dince our last issue we have
veceived fonr communications in reply to the letter of* A Veritable M.D,,"
which appeared in the Feliruary pumber of this Journal.  Three are
of a parsonal character, and from the gentlemen referved to in the dis-
trict of Be lford.  Against them it had been charged that they had
quictly encouraged quackery in their neighbourliood ; and, furthermore,
bad each in their employ, a hirel assistant, who was un illegilimate
practitioner.  The accusation, it will he observed, ia rather vigue, and
admits of different constructions ;—the most sugcastive, probably, being
that in the respective localities wherein they piactised, were quacks
whom they did not prosecute nor interfere with,—and that cach of the
parties implicated, benefitted by the services of an illegitimate practi-
tioner, to whom, in return, he gave his daily bread.  Our correspondent
subsequently procceded in his letter to disclose who he meant by
“quacks” snd “illegitimate practitioners ™ ; and this was the more ne-
cessary for being titles sdmitting of very wide meaniugs, some mi<ap: re-
hension might otherwise have been falle . into.  His references appeared,
then, to be not altogether to uneducated medical men,—but tosuch as
had no right nor authority to practice med cine, ur surgery, or midwifery
in Lower Canada, from not having complied with the requiremcuts of,
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, C.E,, and not having obtaine | the
provincial license. The heinousness of the offence was, in his ~ight, tl.e
more conspicuous, from the three gentlemen of Bedfoird, whom he sail
were guilty of it, bein : Guvernors of the aforesail Colicge. The only
matter left to d:termine is the truth or fality of the allegation. A
direct contradiction cxists between the incriminator and the accused. It
is not for us to hold jurisdiction in the case. We leave that entirely
tn the College whose honor is impeached. And if ehe be not wholly in-
different to professional approbation or centempt, she will not aliow the
affair to remain unsitted. The questions to be decided arising ficm the
above considerations are siinple:—Ars thers unlicensed practilioners
practising it the same parte with ihese three gentlemeni Do the for-
mer enjoy a protection from the lutter? Are they there with their con.
sent, or upon their invitationi Do they act in consort with them as
assistants, or consultants, or deputies §
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In the same namber of the Chronicle we gave our opinion upon the
position of the College towards unlicensec practitioners, and of the duty
which its members expected her to do, now w= need no more than
renew it.  Of three lieters we have selected one for publication—that
from Dr. Chamberlin of Frelizh<lairg,—from the others we excerpt their
answers to the charges, which are 1ke’t only portions relevant to the
subject undor discussion.  We shall, however, retain them, and if desired,
print them in ertenso, We have heen called upon to furnish the true
name and address of * 8 Veritable M. In reply we have to say that
he desires us not to divulze them for the present.

Dr. CJs Tetter will be found urder the | cading of Corre-pondence. It
will be observed he stigmatizes the charge of enconraging quackery as
“ a fulsehood and a slander,” and in reply to the sceond accusation enters
upen certain evplanatiens of an interesting kind.

The second of the thiee gentlemen is Dr, Stephen Sewell Foster of
Knowlton, Brome.  He siys:— As relates to my having an unlicensed
medical man in my enploy, I have not, nor never had. I have had
students only.”

The third is Dr. Brigham of Philip-burg ; lic answers, referring to his
calumniator :—* T also wish him to zive my assistant’s name, for those
who know me, kuow the affordug my countentnes to quacks and
quackery, is about the last charge to which I am really obuoxions.”

To the charge of not putting down quackery, both Drs, F, and B. re-
tort upon us the disgraceful example which Montreal, with all her
vaunted superiority, i setting other parts of Canada over which, in medi-
cine, she usurps pre-eminence.  We admit the force of the ob-ervation,
but with qualheation ; Montreal is at present, from herimbecility in the
Tumblety affair, an object of p'ty, or ccorn as you please ; but who makes
herso? Tt is not the individual mensbers of the professior,—they have
nothing to do with taking out actions against unlicensed practitioncrs,
they have neither the ability nor the business to do so these lay entire-
ly with the College of Physicians and Surgeons, C.E. 5 for these she was
mainly incorporated, and in these she is sustained by the Legi-lative
powers widh which <he is vested.  She ean prosecute, and with prospeet
of her suit not only beinz entertuined, hut becoming successful if her
officers, who are the proper parties to interfere, choose to bestir them-
sclves and appeal in her behalf, as her representatives, Thécompariwn,
then, is not just, for the parallelism canuot be carried out; you ia Bed-
ford are officers of this body,—we who wiite are not. And here again,
for further clucidation of this point, we refer to the editorial before
quoted, the expressions in which we reiterate,
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The fourth letter is from Dr. Von Tfland of Quebec, one of the Vice-
Presidents.  Itwill be observed be holds a different view to onea of the re-
sponsibilities of practitioners generally, in putting down quackery. Aafar’
a8 we kuow, the only mode in which the profession collectivelyor individual-
ly can sssist, in what should be a genmai a~Lor rather desire, is by giving
the Cotlege—the engine legalized for that purpose—the support neres-
sary for carrying on the warfare, and this we believe they are prepared
to do if she in tern will shake off ber lethargy.,  We fear, however, if the
present state of things persists, the few members she now numbers, ex-
clusively of the Governors, ill gradually drop off, feeling they derive no
protection, nor advantage, nor honor from connexion with her, and thag
their yealy contributionsgnay ensily fiud a more profitable disbursement.

Tue AvotHECARY's BrL.—We pullish the following sketeh of a pro-
posed Bill for the regulation of the studics of Apothecaries and sals of
poicons. Tt was sabmitted in accordance with a resolution of the Roard
of Guvernots of the College of Physicians snd Surgeons of Lower ('a-
nada. at their last semi-Arnmal Mecting held in Quebec, for considera-
tion, by the members of the sail College.

The Bill to clause VI. we consider very desirable, because it will pro-
vide for the edneation of druggists, and secure the services of competent
assistants, while it will endow_licensed mimbers with certain privileges
n which, others uot rimilarly qualified, cannot participate.  The portion,
however, from clanse VL. to clanse X. we look upon as open to miany
amendments and extensive excisions j and invites mueh discussion, which
no doubt thase whom it most concerns will render in justice to them-
selves before any decided action is entered upon.  We would here briefly
observe that clause VL appears to us to have been constructed thonght-
lessly.  Many remeuies are purchaced adulterated, and aro not known to
the dcaler to be impure, is he therefore, when the discovery is made by
a more cxpert sralyst, 10 be suljected to inesreevation or the payment
of a licavy fine ¥ In fairness he can only be hold responsible for the sale
of drugs that cither he willully sophisticates or u*sposes of knowing to
be impure. Clause VIL is open to the oljection which we made, about
this time last year, against a similar provision in a Lill of Mr. Alleyn’s;
it is thiz, that no provisions are made in faver of prescriptions. 1If it
were lezalized, in atrict compliance with its obligations, every time a phy-
sician ordercd a dose ~f any of the subs'ances named or understood, he
would be compelled to sead with his receipt a certificate drawn up ac-
cording to the form described. Again, we would remark the production
of a similar certificate is no guarantee that the subsiances obtuined may
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not he put to an improper use He who desires to poison himeelf s
kill another is not likely to publish his intention, he would ratier b - dis-
i»ose:l to conceal his Teal purpose and awign some wiong reason por
wishing o obtain the frandulent agent.  He will give a preteat, and as
such authorized orders fur the sale of poisous may be got from any jus
tice of the pewe or clergyman who mey not care much to trouble him-
self about the deriuns of his supplicant. the ater will not be 1 kely to
mect with a refusal. The Act does not defive any particular v e for
which the poison alone shall be used, and therefore might be demand d,
but permita a certificate to ba given to any one who desires poisou to kil
wolves, exterminate rats, ot destroy vermin, or to accompli<h sume other
equally unsuspicions motive the purchaser chooses ta allere,  Clauso
Vv 1IL we consider to be simply unnecessary, for the rare ace.dent it is
intended to avert mny be obviatelin a much less troublesome manmer,
Therefore the inquisitorial system of Clause IX. must also be uoeile!
for.

“1. And be it enacted, that from and after the passing of this Act, noperann
skrll practice as an Apothecury, Chemist, Druggist, or vendor or retailer of Me-
dicines, in the Province of Lower Canada, unless he s) 1l have attained tbe
age of twenty-one years, and shall have served a regular and continued np-
prenticeslip with some regularly licenzed Apothecary, Chemist and Druggist
in the 2aid Province, forut least three years, .nd have obtained a Diploma
from the College oi Physic’ans aund Surgeons after examination before the
Board of Guvernors, and haviag been found in every respect a fit and proper
person toreceire the aaid Diploma.

“qI, And be it ferther enacted, that from and fter the passing of this Act, no
person slull practice as Ajothecary, Chemist, Druggist, or vendor or retailer of
Medicines in the Province aforesaid, without, previous to his examination before
the Board of Governurs of the Colleg: of Physicians and Surgeons, affording
evidence of a sound elementary educatior. ; producing certificates of good mo-
ral cheracter ; of baving regularly atteaded a course of Medical Jurisprudeyee,
each at least of three months’ duration ; two courees of Materia Mcdice, and 1wo
courses of C hemistry, which courses shall be of six roonthe’ duration, at some
rec.rnised Medical College, or Public Megical School,

“j11. And be it further enacted that every person practising for guin or pro-
fit, na Apotbecary, Chemist, Druggist, vendor or retailer of Medicines, in the
said I"rovince, without a Diploma tu :hat effect, shall for the first offence in-ur
a proalty of five pounds currency ; for the second, a penalty of ten pounds
currency; aud for the third, and every subsequent offeace, a penalty of
twenty pounds currency; and on coaviction of any of the said offences, before
eny Court of competent Jurisdiction, shail stand committed to the cemmon
Gaol of the District in which the offence shall bave been committed.

“{V. AngQ be it further enacted, that the Board of Governors of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Cana la shall regulate the fees to be paid by
all candidntes for license to practice as Apothecaries, Chemists, and Druggists,
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or vendor- cr retailers of Drugs, provided the amount of such fees stiall not ex-
ceed the sum of fifteen dollars; which fees the said Board of Governors shall
hav- power to dispose of in such manoer as they shall dcem most proper for the
intercsts of the College.

“ V. And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of every person whe
shall after the passing of this Act, receive a Diploma to practice a3 an
apothecary, Chemist, Druggist, vendur or retailer of Medicines, befora prac-
tising as such, to cause his Diploma to be entered in the Register of the
Registrur of the Coilege of Physicianz and Sm:geoni, under the penalty of
five pounda currency in case of neglect or disobedience.

“ VI And be it further enacted, that every person exercising the profession

of Apothecary, Chemist, Druggist, and every vendor or retailer of Medicines
in the Province aforesaid, who shail vend or reteil any Medicige which shall
he tdulterated or which shall not be genuine, shall incura penalty of five
pounds currercy for the first ofience, ten pounds currency for the third and
every subsequent offence : and, being convicted of any such offence, shall be
imprisoned until such fine shall ha' e been paid.  Provided always, and under
the penalties aforesaid, that no Apothecary, Druggist, vendor or retaiier of Me-
dicines, shall visit any such persons, or p escrive for them ; the right of suth
Arothecaries, Chemists, vendors or retailers of Medicines, extending only to
the vending of the articles required of them, without giving any direction
whatever for the use thercof; but nothing berein contained ghull prevent such
Apothecaries, &c., from iending Patent Medicipes with printed directions
for the use thercof,
" V1L And be it further cnacted, that no Apothecary, Chemist, Druggist, ven-
doror retailer of M:dicines, in the Province aforesnid, shall sellany Arsenic, Cor-
rosive Sublimate, or othet article of mineral or vegetable, simple or compound
Medicine, generally known under the denomination of rank poison, and which,
incautiously or secretly administered, might canse death,—unless the person
requirinz the same shall produc? from some Justice of the Peace, or from
any duly qualified Physician or Clergyman of the place where he resides, a
certificate, note, or paper-writiug, specifying the name, residerce, and trade or
profession of such person requiring such Arsenic, Strychnine, Corrosive Su-
blimate, or other article of poison a3 aforesaid, as well as the nurvoses for
which they are intended to be uscil,—addressed to such Apothecary, Chemist,
Druggist, vendor or retailer of Medicincs ; and any Apothecary, Chemist and
Druggist, vendor or retailer of Medicines, herein offcading, shall for the first
offcnce incur a penalty of ten pounds currency, and, on being convicted, stand
committed until payment of the said penalty; sad, for the second offence, be
disqualified by the Board of Goveraors of the Colle e of Physicians and Surgeons,
of ever practising as an Apothecary, Chemist aid Druggist, or vendor or re-
tailer of Medicines. And such Apothecary, Che xist, Druggist, and vendor or
retailer of Medicines, shall keep wud preserve, for his own just'fication in case
of need every such certificate as aforesaid.

“ VIIl. And be it furtbec enacted, that every Apothecary, Chemist and
Druggist, veador or retailer of Medicines, in t).> Province aforesaid, 'shall be
bound curefully to keep in some private and safe place in his Shop or Dispen-

c
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sary, and in yellow bottles, 80 a3 to be clearly and easily distinguished, with
proper and legible labels in large ietters upon each bottle or vessel, n crder
to prevent mistake either by himseif, his apprentice, or other person entrusied
with his Shop or Dispensary-all Arsenic, Strychnine, Corrosive Sublimate or
such other article of poison aforesaid, generally known uader the denomination
of rank poison, under the penalty of five pounds carrency, in casc of disobe-
dience, and shall be committed until payment of the same.

¢« IX. And be it further enacted, that the Board of Governors of the College
of Physicians and Surgeons shall, by virtue of this Act, have autherity to de-
pute any three Governors of the said College to enter the Shop or Dispensary
of any Apothecary, Chemist, Dmggist, vendor and retailer of Medicines, in or-
der to ascertain if the requircments herein above-mentioned, with respect to
Arsenic, Strychnine, Corrosivo Sublimate, or othet such article of poison as
aforesaid, be complied with ; and such A pothiecary, Chemist aud Druggist, ven-~
dor and retailer of Medicines, who shall refuse admittance at any honr of the
day, between ten in the forenoon and four in the afternoon, to his Shop or Dis-
pens..ry, to the persons authorized to the intent aforesnid—snch persons pro-
ducing and exhibiting a written authority to the in ent aforesaid—shall for
every such offence incur a penalty of five pounds currency, and, on conviction,
shall be commnitte? to the common Gaol until payment of the same.

¢ X. And be it further enacted, that the penalties impozed by this Act shall
be recoverable on the oath of any two credible witnessez, before any Justice
of the Peace for the District in which the offence has been committed ; and in
default of the pnyment of such penalty on conviction, the offender may be com-
micted to the common Gsaol of the District until the sume be paid.”

CORRESI'ONDENCE.

A STUDENT'S LETTERS,
No. VL.

Perhaps it would not be out of place were Tto give you my opinion
regarding the Medical Schools of the three Capitals of the United
King lom,

Loudon, the great school of Surgery, is to be preferred before any
other, if that be the branch to which wost attentior is to be paid; but
as a schonl of Medicine, I do not think it is by any mears cqual to that
of Edinburgh. In London the very large Lospitals are very numerous,
and their days of opcration are o arranged that you may be present at
ane on cach of the six days of the weck—-and some da)s even at two
separately. As operations at each are numerous, you can here see
almost cvery operation pe formed on the living body in a comyparatively
short space of time ; you ¢ca also sce the differcnt wethods practised by
the grent surgeons of the day. Thisis, I thiuk, the only great saperiority
of Loudom. Another advantage there is also, viz.: the Lectures on
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Practical Physiclogy, or experiments on living animals—the very great
benefit of which, to the student, I need not mention—and Histology, or
the use of the microscope in examining the arrangement of the ultimate
fibres in the different tissues—the student having to prepare his own
objects, These lectures are only delivered at the University College,
and cannot Le attended at any other, except the Continental Schools.

In the London hospitals the medical waids are, generally, but very
poorly attended—the surgical division receiving the most attention.
This, I think, is due to the very erroneous arrangements of the London
College of Surgcone, requiring the examination to consist merely in
testing the kuowlelge of the candidates on the three subjects of Surgery,
Anatomy and Physiolegy ; and hence there is less attention paid to the
other bianches. I am not able to form such a definite conclusion
regarding the Dublin School, because being there in the months of
September and October, when no lectures are delivered, the medical
world was at & stand-still. The great superiority which Dublin un
doubtedly possesses is the Lying-in Hespital. The numler of students
from different parts of Britain, as weil as from the United States, is very
geeat, which shows how much the advantages of this inatitution is
appreciated. The General Huspitals in Dublin are numerous, compared
with the size of the city, and hence are small,

T can say more about Edinburgh, because I have been here during the
winter session.  The advauntages to be obtained in this city are, I think,
greater than in any other; and I think any person who will calmly
con~ider, cannot but come to the saine conclusion. As & medical achool
it is decidedly superior, not only it haviug as teackers the first medival
men of the age, but also in the better methou of instructing, and likewise
the greater advantages derived from the Tufirmary. This is the centre
for all thediflicult cases in the eastern part of Siotland and the north
of England, as well as many from America, who come here ‘or surgical
advice.  And u3 there is only one Infimury in Blinburgh, there is not
the same division as exists in both London and Dublin,

Clinical medicine, as taught by Dr. Bennett—and we should eay first
introduced into this country, from the continent, by him—is decided'y
euperior to any of the others, All the conveniences reyaired for clinical
exatnination, as the micruscope and the different teets fur the urine, ete.
are in every ward. The great attention which is given by the professors
in teaching the students individually, and the autopsy room where cach
of the fatal cases ars examined by the pathologiat to the Infirmary,
preseut advantages not to be found in every school. If there be s
superiority in medicine, I think there is even more so in surgery. This
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brarel, I think, is even better taught here than in Londs:, because
there are more cases of importance 10 be seen here than in any single
ho-pitd in the last mention d city. T do noe value this so Lizhly us the
dinical lectures which are delivered by Mr. Syme and Mr. 8pence.
Tiivee are not like thase of choical medicine given on the patients nt
present in the ward, and which the s'wlents are supipoced to have se -n,
but on the patients ot present examined. During the bhour of leitmie
euch important ease is liought into the theatre, examined and descerib d,
aud, i reguired, the operation perlormed ; at each iecture there wil ba
from five to cight examinel.  Perhaps this way of conducting a chime
miy not appear to prssess any great advantges; but I think f one be
attended whwh s camiel on in this style, and then one given in the
usi:al manner, the difference will be at once evident. T caunot ieave
this put of my sulject without expressing iy conviction of the very
compnehensive and explanatory course of lectures delivered Ly Lir.
Simpsou on Midwifery.  These, with the Surgical Clinique, are the two
superior courses in Edinburgh,

Iu finiching, Tmust state that wy opinion of Monireal »8 o mudical
achiool is very much greater than it was when I left, bevause, after having
visited resernd of what are by all considered to be first in consequence,
their snpuiiority over Montreal is but little indeed ; aad if 4 comse of
loctures on Pathlogical Ana‘omy and the practical use of 1he niicios-
cope, with lectures on Practical Chemistry, were instituted, I should
gty on this poiut it is inferior to none as regards the teaching depart-
ment. I think these extra Jetures could be easily delive ed in the
summer season, a8 in this country, and would be well worth the esta-
blishirg. The role defect which Moutreal would then have is the want
of a suffivient number of surgical cases; and this will every duy grow
less as the city and its manufictures increase.  As a medical school it
Is now as grod as any other for general cases, with the advantage of
the d'spensary practice of the out-dour parents.

There is nothing in Edinburgh of late which is worth mentioning.
Dr. Bennett’s work, the “Clinical Lectures ou the Principles and Prac-
tice of Medicine,” has just issued from the press. There arc 939 octavo
pazvs in ity and of course his latest vicws on medicine are fully explsined.

A.R.
Edinburgh, March, 1858.
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To the Kditors of the MEpicar CERONICLE.

GunTLEMENR,—I notice an anonymons communication in the CRronicls
for Februnry, in which a grave chaige is preferred aguinst the three
Gos eruors of the Colleze of Physicians and Swigeons for Lower Canadn,
resident in the District of Bedford.  As one of the Guvernors sn at-
tacked, I deem it my duty to notice it. It is usserted by your corres
pondent, that, in place of any cffurt to put down the operations of prac-
titioners without license, “quacks” are found “ running at loose-ends
over the whole country, and the three Governors themselves quietly
encouraging it in every instance” Now, thisis simply a falsehood, and
slauder, so far as reganls myself, (my colleagues, T doubt not, will arswee
satisfactoiily fur themselves) one which shou'd not be preferred in the
columns of a medical jownal — the quasi organ of the profession in
Lower Canada—excep' upon the very best testimony. It is A charge
which vour correspondent should have made personally hefore the Col-
lege diself, where, the accusation being open, the defence would have
been rot only in the light of day, but, I am sure, successful. Your cor-
respondent goes farther, and avers that these Governors “ have each an
illegitimate practitioner in their employment, to whom they are giving
their daily bread for their services as hired assi-tants in their practice,
aud not as students ”  Now, Messrs. Editors, previously to the incorpu-
ration of the College, the practitioners on the border were compalled,
genetally, to look to the United States for their assistants,—mast of those
thus employed being, 1 believe, “ veritalle M. D.'s,” graduates of Amerl-
can colleges ere coming to Canads, and usually settling here with a view
of taking oui licenses a8 soon a8 their mesns and opportunity would
serve. One of my fellow-Governors began practice in Canada in that
manuer, but subsequently graduated at McGill College, t1king a high
position in his class; and o obtained bis license, and, not long afier, his
Governorship. No real evil has arisen from this state of things,—no
more wrong to the public and profession resulting than from the man-
ner in which ahnost every inedical man employs the more advanced
students indentured to him, Was your correspondent (so charmed with
the dignity of his degree as to thrust it forward with a “veritable” at-
tached to it) never amployed in this way during tho time he was a stu-
dent and under graduate ?

Such a compluint against the employment of these American M. D.'s
csn only tend to one end, that under-gradustes of the University shonld
be privileged to practice under their patrone’ supervision ; while men
who are not in a position to enter at our Universities, but who are pre-
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paring to become licentiates of the College under the liberal provisions
of the Act of Parliament,—men with a diplomna already in their pocket,
and therefore already one of that magnificent class of features, “a veri
tabie M. D.,"—should be strictly debarred from any such opportunity of
usefulness or improvement.

Doubtless some mer: are of opiion that it would be well for the pro-
fession that all its members should be compelled to take degrees fiom
our Provineial Universities, Certainly I desire to see them well filled
with students, and fecl a peculiar iuterest in the prosperity of McGill
College; but Parliament, and the majority of the profession, have not
entertaived this opinion. Henee the estabiishment of a Licensing Boad,
open o other men; and so long as that avebue is open to the young
melical mnan, so long should the student, or foreign gradua‘e preparing
for a license, be looked on with no less faver than the University under-
graduate.

I cannot suppose you desirous of discussing tha medical polit.cs of the
Province in any narrow or exclusive spirit, or that you desiie to be un-
der-tood to ba the organ of McGill College—not of the profession at
large, since the display of such a spirit of partizanship must tend to les-
sen the sphere of usefulness and influcnce of the Chronicle as a scicutifie
journal, Ly rousing the prejudice and hostility of a large, if not the
largest, portion of the profession against it. I therefore trust to your
love of fair play to allow this contradiction, in express terms, of the really
grave pait of the accusation against the three Governors to be laid | ¢fore
the public, together with the explanation of the grounds for the minor
attack. ITis letter, viewed in a spirit of even-handed justice, and not as
one of University men azainst licentintes, will, I am sure, be deemed as
uncalled for as the other.  The ore charge is a fabricated calunminy ¢ tho
other a perversion of the truth, to suit some personal or party purpose.

The whole communication, you will see, is a most unreliable basis for
your suggestion of a formal accusation and expulsion of the Governors;
but if the “veritable M. D.” has the moral comage to take the matter
before the College, he need not doubt that the three Governors will be
gquite rcady to mect him there.

I am convinced that T have taken more notice of this communication
than it deserves; much more than 1 should have done, but for the spe-
cies of apparent approval and dignity given it by you. It inay suit the
purpose of some youngster, vasidy proud of bis newly-won dignity, to
purade it in print, accopanied by such natural zeal for University pri-
vileges; but it can hardly serve the pwpose of the Chronicte to give
currency to anonyiaous slander, or become the vehicle of flippant tirudes.
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The digmty and privileges of the profession, when invaded, will not !ack.
I hope, earnest and able defenders in the Colleges and the Uuiversities,
Tau this instance, -

t Parturiunt montes, nascttur ridiculus mus.”

The mountsin of professional dignity in labour has brought forth a
“veritable M DY

In conclusion, T have to request that you will furnish me with the
name of my an-nymous assailant, that the public and the parties att :cked
may know what additional weight is due to the accu-ation derivable
from his persenal saanding and repute. I wish also that the faculty of
his alina mater may be enibled to judge how far he has forgotten—how
far fulfilled the oblizations solemnly undertaken by him at his gradua-
tion with respeet to lis conduct towards his professional brethren.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your very obedient servt.,
J. CuamperLiy, M. D,,
Governor College P. and S, L. C.
Frelichsburg, March, 1858.

GEsTLEMEN,—It was with pain and regret that I read in your last is-
sue, an article bearing the anonyme of a Verttable M.D., implicating
three Governorsin the Eastern Townships, as niders and abettors of those
who practice without a diploma orlicense, &c. The charge, as you justly
observe, is most grave, and should Le made the subject of ingniry at the
next meeting of the Colloge of Physicians and Surgeons,

Your anonzmous Correspondent’s memory is cotrect, (it is to be regret-
ted, however, that his intentions are not mue so) that the Act passed by
the Legislature incorporating the profession into a body politic, gave
certain rights and privileges, &c., and which among other things “al-
lowed to different parts of the I'rovince their share of representution at
their Scssinns, and a voice in the affaiss pertaining to the regulating and
confining of liceuses, as well as overlooking the best interests «f the pro-
fession gencrally.”

It would also appear by your Correspondent that thrce Goverrors have
been elected in the district of Bedford, since 1847, the year of the or-
gunization of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and that it is
worthy of note, the same number bas ever since been clected from the
same district.  To whick I may add, that bal be been a member of the
College, he might also have been equally eligible to the honor, provided
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his yersonal respectsbility and professional acquirements were unoljec-
tionable to the electors. Witlout wntering further into the self cul} atory
all. gutions of a Virduble M.D. T <hall morely olserve, that it s traly
unfortuy ate that he should have rerarded so long in aniving at the con-
viction that “every one who has sought and obtained an hororable ad-
wizion to the profission showd discountennnee every individual who
savors in the lewstdegree of quackery and hmbng”

Now, to whom, T would fuin enquire, shonld be attributed = the state
of th'nzs™ which thes Verdtalde M. D. ussumes in his Correspondince,
to exi-t, nnd meremver, censures the Bowrd of Governos for it Tinity
aad ind fleren e to protect all medical practitioners from the e croacke
ments Which ate made on those riahts and piiv lezes assured to them by
the iaw of the coun vy on their almission to the profession.  But s this
all? e these medical practiioners no longer to contribute their exer-
tions and mtluence, and otherwise evinee some interest in presenting
these encroachments on thedr rights and privileges? Are these medical
practitioner= metely to attend to their patients, and when thwarted by
empivies and guacks in their gains, to turn yound upon the Boand of
Governors of the Collcge of Pliysicians and Surgeons ard attack them
for not do'ng that which is also in their power, and even prizi'ege, to
artest, by connecting thamselves more closely with that body # Is the
Boad of Governors 20 seek out infractors of the law, and thereby ex-
pend the vl pecuniary means whicl it has obtained through more zea-
lous members of the profession than Veri able M.D'.. to bring these de-
linquents, in their unbiallowed pursu'ts, to justice?  Cortainly not.  The
College has already done so in several instances, at very eomsiderable
expense; but fiom the apathy and indiffercuce of members of the pro-
fession in supporting the Board of Governors, by beesming members of
the College on the paywent of the pithy anunual subscription of ten shil-
ling~; it will, however, reluctantly, for a short period, be under the ne-
cessity of al-andoning the initiation of proceedings against dulinquenta,

It is true, as has been alieady observed, that the highest interests of
socivty are implicated in all that relates to raising the standard of pro
fessional ¢ lucation; and it is this considerativn more especially, which
ought to induce the Government of the couniry to free us fiom the ob-
noxious task of prosecuting for infractions, and to take this important
subjret undlder its own immediate and earnest notice.

1 am also anxious to impre-s on the minds of the members of the pro-
fession that at vo time tiore thau the present, do we require a combined
and strenuous cffert to be made, in order that the excrtions cf so many
years to advance their interests may not be rendered nugatory.



HOSPITAL REPORTS. 819

In conclusion, T trust that at the next Session of the Boa-d of Gover-
nors, * a Feritable 2.0 will m-ke his per~onal appearance, and man-
fully subvaniate the ci-gaceful charge he has preferred acan-t thiree
menders of that Board, i not, it is 10 Le hop. d, for the strict int-gity
of theis awmn char.ter, as well as for the dis inguirhed position in which
they have been placed as representatives «f the medical profission by
their Peers, that no means will be left to biing *a Verituble M DY
before a Comt of justice, aud theie receive the condign punishment
which is incurred by the calumniator and iib lier,

A. VON.IFFLAND, M.D,, é&c,
Vioe-Pres, Col. Phys. & Sar.
Quebee, 1st Mareh, 1858,

LOSPITAL REPORTS.

Anchylosis of vight Rnee Joint with immovable patella, and partial des-
location backward of bones of leg. Lieported by Mr. W. D, O.
Whitwell,

John Donlavy, aged 38, of apparently healthy constitution, was ad-
miticd into the Montreal Gienéral Hospital on August 19th, 1837, with an
affection of the right knee joint.  No written description was then taken
of Lis care, but he now states that six months previously to admission he
received an incised wound of three inches in width and of less than half
an iuch in depth, from a earpenter’s shave, across his right knee, just
above the patella. Tuflammarion of the wound and swelling of the joint
to a slight extent ensucd.  About a week after this accident, on going
out of the house, probably through a wish to save injured limb, he made
a fulse st p and <Jipped, and bLis leg was wrenched backwards. A erack-
ling sound was at the same time hewed, and the patella scemed displaced
outwards. Intensc pain was felt when he attempted to bear his weight
on the limb. ‘The pain in the joint and log, together with his inability
to walk, confined him to bed for a period of four months, dwring which
time no atiempt was made to straighten the limb, which remained con-
stautly in a flesed position.  The wound, which had discharged siightly,
shortly afterwards healed, and caused bim no more trouble. A Dlister
was applied to alleviate pain in joint, but the enlargement continued and
exteuded now down to tite ancle. On admission into Hospital the joint
was twice or thrice larger than its fellow ; there was aleo inability to
extend or bear upon the leg. Great pain was complained of in the joint
and down the inside of leg and thigh. Dr. Wright, the attending physi-
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cian, ordcred the extensor to be applied, but becoming unserviceable its
u-¢ was not continned. lodine paint was employed with advaniage in
dissipa‘ing tne enlargement, and a mixture of Iod, Potass. and Vin,
Colchici was used interna'ly.  (Tod. Potass. 3, Vin. Colch. Zi., Aqua
T Vil Cape T ssterom die)

His present condition, on Feb. 5th, 1858, is as follows:—All the soft
paris coinposing the st joint of leg seem thickened and hardened, and
the motion is linited.  Perfeet extension cannot be reached by within
six inches, owing to rigidity of flevor mascles, and the stiffening cnused by
the plastic material thrown oui.  The foot is everted considerably, and
a du_ression at the superior extremities of tibia an} fibula, and conse-
quent protrasion of lower portien of femur are very maked. The pa-
tella is immoveable and is duplaced outwards.  The affvutgl joint i8
now only about an inch geater in circumference than its fellow. A
slight shottesing of leg is alse vis'hle.  Only an oceasional p.uu, and
that of no great intensity, is complained of.

The injured joint is at vresent of very little service, on account of par-
tial dislocation and eversion of foot, very little pressure can bie wmde on
the heel, and he cannot move about without the use of erutehes,

Feb. 10th.—Dr. MacCallum direets gradual extension by manual power
to be employed dail~, in hopes of relaxing the muscles and breaking up
some of ihe morbid adhe<ions about the joint.  Liviment to e applied
to relieve slight pain complaived of inside of joint.

15th.—Great improvement in motion of limb. No bad effrcts result
from stretching the joint, except a slight pain.  Extension limited to
every alternate day.

25th.—Extension continued.  The limb s gradually acquiring =
straighter con lition, and the manipulation has had the effect of grantly
diminishing the stitfness and also pain in joint,

March 1st.—Benefit of exteusion not so marked of late, but there st
no retrogression,

9th.—As further exteusion srems prevented by rigid condition of ten-
don of biceps muscle, Dir. MacCallum performed operation of tenotomy,
and the limb was dirceted to be extended as f.v as possible, and put up
in that position, in a retentive apparatus,

14th.—The operation has considerabiy diminished the anchylosis.
When the leg is p'aced as near as possibls in the horizont:] posi:ion, the
ropliteal space is only about two and a-half inches aLove the level of the
rest of the lez.  The joint ix less stifand can be extended with less pain.
Hae can bear, tho’ only for a moment, the whole of his weight on the
limb ; but on account of eversion of foot and non-opposition of benes of
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joint, its strength is materially dimivished. He can move about the
ward, tho’ slowly, withcut the aid of crutch or care.

Case of Molluscum. Reported by Mr. Bowman.

Willin Atkins, a single and a temperaie man, aged .32 vears, was
admitted into the Montreal General Hospital by Dr. MacCalium, 20th
February, 1858, Was born in Litchficld, Staffordshire, Englanl, of
phibisical parents, his mother dving of disease of the lungs when e was
6 vears of age ; los father at alater period, of a like discase, after the
deliiity caused by three months’ confinement from dislocation of the
ankle ioint.  He has a Dbrother (35 years old) living, who has bewn
troubled many years vith a running sore on one of his legs.

Wililam Atkins was nursed by his own mother, after whose death he
was sent to the poor-house. where he remained for six vears, at which
time he was bound to a harness furniture coverer. Here he received
much hard treaunent, being compelled to lie on the bare floor and to
live on hard, irregular aud scanty fare for a period of 14 years, Ths
long-centinued stooping posture, from 6 o'clock in the morning until 8
o'clock at night, endured by him durnag this period, he thinks has
ruined his constitutiun,

After ©1x months spent in assisting a gas-utter who kept very irregular
hours, he has since worked in machine shops, being employed in dhill-
ing bolt-nuts, &e, at which trade be bas been engaged in the workshops
of the Grand Tiunk Railway Co. at Longueuil for the last seventeen
months. The work is not laborious, but the situation is close and con-
fined, and during the winter is situated near a very large and lot stove,
which could not be prevented on account of the diilling machine at
which he wotked.  Ile has very frequently canght cclds from throwing
off his coat when very warm. On exertion he does not sweat like other
persons; it never breaks out on the fa:e and but slightly on the body, but
a burning heat is felt which greatly distresses him: this has been the
case since as long ago as he can recollect. The heat of summer, he
thinks, enfeebles him much more than other persons, and the cold of
winter renders him more chilly.  The colour and temperature of skin is
nommal. He is short-winded on running, and when much excited is sub-
ject to palpitation of the heart, but this bas been hitherto but seldom,

His appetite has always been very good, but from his childhood up to
the present a small quantity of food has satistied him, which he has ever
preferred to be of a salt nature. Fats or fatty food do not agree with
him,
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e has been sulijeet to a bowel eomplaiut more or less for his whole
liferime, but the passages have gencrally been of a natural colour.

e has never been troubled with piles, bleeding at the nose or pain in
his right side.  His sleep has always been natural.

It 1s now nearly two years since he first vbserved two or thres
tumours on his buck and abdomen, from which he suffere:l no incon-
venieuce.  Their number have been gradually increasing since that
per.od up to the present time, and none of them have ever receded or,
been removed, They s emed to increase much faster last summer, which
increase cominued through this winter, vendering, he thinks, his skin
m.re tender than usual, espeially on Tubbing. e consulted a physi-
cian of Longueiul concerning them, who, without examination, gave him
a powder which produced no effect but to purge him actively.

Abaut a week ago he felt an itching all over Lis body, which lefu him
after a bath.

The enlargements of the sebrceons glands are “tregular in shape and size,
with no similarity of situation between those on opposite sides of the body.
Their orifices are closed, and on about a third or a quarter of them Llack
points may be cbserved. The skin is not hypertrophied cither over or
around them.  Some of the tumours have the appearance of warts, beng
somewhat pedunculated; others of small sofe tumours, with broad
Dbases; none of them seem to have necks.  They ave very numerous, and
man: are not larger than a pin’s head ; the greatest of them are from
2 to £ inch in diameter, and many are the size of a large pea.

Dr. MacCalinm preseribed 3 grs. iodide of potash three times a-day,
with cod liver oil.  Nitrate of silver to be applied daily to the tumours.

March 20th—Left Iospital to day. The tnmonrs have been benefitted
by the treatment adopted, many of them having reduced wuch in size.
e is t» continue the internal treatment for some time yet, and to apply
the nitrate of silver oceasiounally. -

Tnternal Hamorrhoids, removed by ligature. Reported Ly Mr. Joha
Pil:kllp.

James Brown, aged 56, native of England, was admitted into the Mon-
treal General Hospital, on the 15th of March, 1858, under Dr. MacCal-
lum, for the parpose of undergoing an operation for piles.

He states that they first attracied his attention abount twenty years
ago; but oy knowing what they were, and as they did not then ocea-
sion any inconvenience, he dJdid not consult any physician for a year.
About eight or 10 months after he first noticed th:em, he mentioned the
fact to a neighbour, who told him they were piles, and gave him an oint-
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ment which he said would do him good. e states that he uselnit,
with some benefit ; but as they still continued to trouble him, he thonght
it Liest 1o consult a physician, Upon doing so, he received a lotion of
acetate of lead, which he tsed with much benefit, It fa'led, however, to
cute them. Th-y weie protruded about once every two or three months,

and he states that his (ffortsin defiecation were attended with agreat de: Tof
pain. Befuiehisadiniss'oninto ‘he hospital they were protruded every day,
causing hin intense pa'n.  About 12 or 13 years ago, the'r prot usion
iras attended by slight hemorihage, from which he obtaiued s+ much
relief, as to Jead him to believe that the attack of piles had subsided.
The reliet, howev.r, was of short durat'on, for the vessels filling g dn,
produced a return of all the symptoms.  Luiterly, they even protiuded
through the anus every day, from their obstruction tv the passaae of the
feeces, and the protrusion was at times attended with slight plap-us of
the auns. But gererally after defiecation, buth the hamorrhaids and the
prolapsed bawel; returned spoutancounsly into the s, The kamorrhage
too was ¢ nsiderable, the Lluod Lieing forced in streawms from the puls, but
giving Lim a great deal of relief,  He states that he hashad agie it many
quack remedics, and sometime wish temporary benefit.  He also inf sims
me that for some 1ime past; Iie has bren urable to keep his linen clean;
from the constant discharge of a pale sl'my matier from the bowels;
aud the frequent lxa.monlm_re fiom the piles.  ITe lins een troubled for
a number of yeurs with asthma, for which he has used large quantitics of
opimm.

Ile had an attack of fever and agne about 25 years ago; but his had
no other sickness.  Lis mother died about 1¢ yems ago, and for 20
yeais before her death was troubied with asthma.  is father divd aboug
25 years ago, {rom injuries juflicted Ly a bull.  The rest of the family
—2 brothers and 4 sisters are all living.

Two large hemgrrhoidal tumow:s, on examination, aré found protruls
ing from the anus, and includirg the greater portion of the circumfesi.ce
of the gut.  They are not at all pedanculated : but connected with the
rectum by broad bases,  Their sufaces exhibit the usual livid bl aps
pearance, having a number of bright red vessels ramifying over them.
Dr. MacCallum ordered hiin to receive a dose of castor oil to- night, :ud
a copions enema of warm waiter to-morvow forenoon, one half hour before
the time appointed for the operation:

16th.—The castor vil and enema kave cleared the bowels well. The pa-
tient wasnow placed on his left side with I's but'ocks protruding well over
the s'de of the bed, and desired to force the piles out as much gs prssible,
The smailer of the two tumours was then seized with a volsellwm; drawn.
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well out from the gat, and & hgature tied tight aronndits base. The larger
of thhe tw » was havsfaed with a neadle carrving a double ligature, and
the Lawse frmly digated in two separate portions. They were then re-
tarned into the rec-um and the patient placed in bed,

The Laemorhoids wore thrown off in eleven days and he left the hos’
pital i the 30th Marcly, completely aired,

et

Herinlspin, probably frem Sorteuing of the Brai, with disruption of its
Jibres. Reported by Mre. Win. Harsin,

Lobort Doue'as, et 28, a ~toroman, vas aintd ted into the Montreal
General Hospatal. March 16th, 185%, under Dr MacCa'lam,  Has no
famity history of apoplexy or any other vereditary disease; his own
Bealth was alwayvs very gond. Four years aun he had an attack of
deafuiress in his left ear, causea by exposure of that side of his head to 8
col1 wind for several Lous, It vas attendel with dizziness, severe
hen Lwhie. and some confusion of thourhit, bt got well of its own accord
in a few wedks, Thete war no paralysis then of hat side of the face.
Hus leen of intemperate habits, and bas had syphilis,  For che last
month he felt drowsy and stupid, but had no pain ir his head some
times feeling d zzy and slightly confused. On the 13th iust. he was at
work us vaual, and about 8 o'clock ra felt a sulden pain in hisleft ey,
with a tingling numb sensation of that side ot his face; gt very weak
and would have fullen, ouly that be was tupported by another przon
present; did not lose cousciousness,  After a short time he fult able to
go home iva sleigh, where he remained il the 16th inst, and then
entered the Hospital, when bis symptoms and condition were as fol-
lows 1—

1< a sonew hat plethoric man, of <anguine temperament, fice flushed,
tonzzue 1nois: but coated, skin moist and warm, pulso nearly 100 per inin,
but of natural strength. When he walks he drazs his Teft leg and
staer cers, bat says he does not feel it any weaker than the other, Tta
sen~aton i3 also perfect. The left side of his fuce is paralyzed, and its
sensation very much blunted, feeling numb and tingling, his mouth is
drawn to the oppasite side, and lips on the left side swollen, and the
left cye shightly indame. Wlen hie puts out his tongue it projects to the
lefe side, but e can turn it to the ther sude at will,  Iijs scuse of aste
is rot affected, but his voice is <comewhat husky, and his articulation fin-
perfect, The pain in bis eye is wach diminished, but there is still sorne
confusion, and a tendeney to doze a great part of the (ay, although he
thinks Lic sleeps very little.  ilis buwels bave besn habitually costive.
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March 1Th.—T; Calomel grs. 5., to be followed by Haust. Nig., and
also 2 grs. of Caloniel every Gti Lour,

18:th~—Cup~ to the nape of neck, Nurse <ays he s at times incobe
rent.

19th.—Emplas’ Lyttae to nape of neck.

22nd.—Pulse #S and wvatural ; pupils of eqpal size and similarly
affectal by light less arageing of month to atfected <de, faee feels
nuinb, lips less swollen, walks with a stazo ring cait, but feels both legs
equally sttong. Elcetricrry showed no difference in the initability of the
muscl~ of the anns 5 micturates freely @ bowels costive,

23d.—1s addivated. Ot mercurial 3 pulse 865 feels much better,
and sl pt better Inst night, and has no pains or dizziness in his heal,

24th.—8lent pretty well fast night; pule 8. White fur on centre
of bis tongue 5 rensation retnining to paralyzed check; pupils natmal.

25th.—Dul-c 34 ; <cusaion almost as perfect as in oppusite ~stle. i3
Haust. Nig,

27th.—Condition as yesteiday 3 pulse soft av! gu.

28t . —Ntiul drags his left foot slightly, and also stagaers somewhat;
complains vf 1o puin or wuamral feeling in his head 3 sleeps well during
the night and less dwing the diy.  Artielation much improved,

2tb . — Lo ft Ho-pital this moining against advice, a3 he was anxious
to return home, and considers himsclf curad,

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS.

SecreTARY's OFFICE,
Toronto, March 19, 1858.

His Exedlency the Governor General has been pleased to make the
following appointineuts, viz. i—

Robert Aberdeen and George MMicking, of Chippawa, and John
Cronyn, of Fort Erie, Esquircs, SBurgeens, to be a Board for examining
Applicants for Militia 2encions in the County of Welland.

MILITARY D'STRICT NUMBER THREE, LOWER CANADA.

Firet Buttalion, Beauce—To be Surgeon: Dr. Louis LaBresjue.
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MEDICAL NEWS.,

Two very eminent men have just had conferred npon them, the honoral.le is-
tinction of Ascocinte to the Academy of Medicine of Paris; E. Letiré and M.
Laidore Geoffry St. Huaire. Thue former has obtained great repiriasion by hig
medico-philological works, cspecinily by his transintion «f “ Lippoerat<,” a
perfect mudel of erudition and reacarcn.  The latter iz son to alie great
naturalist of the same name —The Students of King's College, Londen, are
exerung themselves to procure an amerdment of the Anntomy Act, 2o natoeifect
a Letter supply of subjects. For this purpoge they memonahsed the fonr ex-
amining bonrds to use their inttucvee with the government —A curious ca~e has
lately buen tried in Paris to ¥ccnre damagea for the infection of @ young woman,
a rurse, by an infant which she had received to suckie.  The infant had ap
eruptivn on the face, which {1 maeldieal attendant considered to be hurmices;
howerer, in about a fortnight, an eruption appecred about the nurac’s uipple,
which proved to be syphilitic, and the child subsequently died of the di-ense.
The ca-c¢ having been clesrly proved, the tribunal 1warded to the nur-e 8000
franca in daviages with the costz of the suit.—Iaflaenza iz very puevalent in St.
Peter<burgh, Paris; Vienna und Berhe.  In Berlin ceetnin trinls were othiged
to be postponed, S om the circnmstance that ont of twenty-four jury-men swm-
moned tmore tha twdve were prevented being cmpannelled by being contined
to their beds —Th~ weether in Italy is reported to be unusually zesee. The
cold in Turin i« s0 geeat, that asentry is eaid to have been froz n to death at
his post.—=tir Charles Manstield Clurke, died at Brighton after a lir geving 1l1ness,
on the th September, in the 78th yearof his age.—The Academy of Medicine,
Paris, have eiected M. Lavres as Prezident, M. Cruvelbier, Vice- ’resident, and
M. Devergie, annnal Secretary for the ensuing year.  Mr. H Dubo s (d' Nimivns)
retaius his post as Perpetual Secretury —Several of the members of the Lon-
don Puathological Society have presented Dr. Quain with a hendsome silver
salver as a testimonial in recognition of his able and courteous acivice~ as
Honorary Secratary to the Society . 7 the period of five years — .\ peasant con-
sulted a celebizind oculist about his eyes, and asked hit (whom Le foond eat-
ing and drinking freely) ¢ What ab 11 1 do for my eyes?' ¢ Abtuin from
wine,"” said the Doctor.  “ But it seems to we,” aniid the peasant, wulking up to
him, * that your eyes are worac than mine, nnd yet you drink!” Tiue,” gaid
the oculist, that is hecause 1 love to drink better than to get well.—Punch's
counter-blast for Puffing :—

“ My son, ench rogue cachew
Of the advestising pack,
He's generally & Jew,
Invariably a quack.”

It appears from statements inade by the * Medical Gazette” of Rusaia, that
382 medical officers attached to the Russian Army, died daring the Ciunenn
War. The actual nuriber of such « flicers employed i3 not meutioned. 1u the
French Army 550 surgeons went to the Eust, and 83 of these jerisied,
viz. 1 in G,



