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“my forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hand fprget its cunning.””—Ps. 137, v. 5.

SERMON,

Belivered by the Rev. James Kidd, A. M.,
Minister of Richmond—the Retiring Mode-
*ator of the Synod of New Brunswick—in
8¢, Paul's Church, Fredericton, 9th August,
1885 ; and published at the unanimous
request of the Synod. ‘

h“B\lt if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them

A Mt are lost : in whom the god of this world hath

1,.""d°d.the minds of them which believe not,

wh, the light of the glorious go:gfl of Christ,
theo 1s. the image of God, shoul shine unte

™.”—2 CORINTHIANS, iv. 3, 4.

—

t BorpLy and fearlessly did the great Apos-
: Of the Gentiles stand forth, while advo-
ﬁm‘g and maintaining the glorious truth,
t“:h the promulgation of which he was en-
'dau.ted and commissioned by the Spirit—
Ntlessly, bravely and successfully did he
t.hey uce, in the strength of his divine Master,
cauge which he had so warmly espoused
R I“d most earnestly and perseveringly did
on abour to plant the standard of the Gospel
'leut[ e battlements of its bitterest foes. Dif-
for ties obstructed his path, but his courage
on %00k him not,—dangers threatened him
n,‘f"efy side, but they did not %uench his
& our, nor make him turn back, for he had
eq 2 forth conquering, and he was determin-
frrg, S0nquer. A world of ignorance and
OF lay before him which had to be enlight-
l and rectified,—a world of prejudice and
4 to his cause, which had to be uprooted
fol, “ettroyed,—a world of g;esnmptlon,
wugy,™nd sin which had ta be Teproved,
hed and ruined,

His, then, was no easy task to advise and
warn,—to counsel and dispute,~-to expese
and check,—to caution end guard. Igner-
ance understood not his words,—error mis-
construed them, —pride disdained his doctrine
of humility,—sophistry, in gaudy robes and
subtle arguments, prebendetf to discover fal-
lacies and discrepancies in what he taught,—

rejudice would none of his things,—infidel-
ity denied them,—and cruelty suggested that
the intrepid Advocate of the Gospel should
be delivered over to it, to be punished ac-
cording to his deserts. But neither fire nor
flood,~—cold nor hunger,—fatigue nor watch-
ing,—imprisonment nor scourging,—bonds
nor fetters, could make him relinquish his
Kurpose, and lay down the arms with which

e had assailed his enemies.

The prospect of no temporal reward glit-
tered before him for acting in this way,—no.
praise would the world confer upon him for
endeavoring to estrange men’s minds from
it,—no comfort nor ease would it afford the
man whom it accused of turning it upside
down,—no preferment would it bestow upon
him who reproved it and vilified it. But he
courted its smiles as little as he feared its
frowns, else his conduct had been very differ-
ent from what it was. A path was his to
tread higher than its highway,—a work was
his to perform more noble than any taat its
service supplied,—nothing whatever bad the
Advocate of divine truth to be ashamed of,
or to fear. His calling was bigh and holy,—
his encouragements great and abundant,—
and most heartily and esrnestly did he.de-
vote his whole energy to the cause Which waa
to evangelize the world, and make heavenly
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light shine where the blackness of wickedness
had obscured every thing in gloom.

Was it not a very great honour conferred

upon him to be chosen a soldier of the cross ? | .
—to be commissioned by heaven to fill one  teaching directly from the lips of Jesus,

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

sion,—and the history of the Christian Churc?
also bears evidence of the nature of t
leaven which they infused into it.

Though not one of those who had th‘ﬁ:
o

of the most holy and responsible oflices with | Apostle was contemporary with them,—-and

which man has ever heen entrusted ?~—to re-

after his conversion, devoted his whole ener”

preve the world of sin and iniquity, and pro- | gy and strength—his whole time and talents
claim salvation through the only Son of God ?  in furthering that cause which he then %

What was he or his father’s house that he
should be brought hitherte,—~that he should
be advanced so far,—that his mouth should
be opened to preach the unsearchable riches
of Christ?>— At one time a self-righteous
Pharisee, a despiser of that Gospel which he
hus now so warmly embraced, a cruel and
bigoted persecutor of the followers of Jesus
—who thought that by driving them to prison
he was doing God 2 service:—but by the
grace of God he had passed from spiritual
darkness and death to light and life, and
become what we now find him to be—a firm
teliever of the truth,—an energetic Apostle,
—a teacher of justification by faith in Jesus.

The gallant little band to which he belong-
ed had, a little before this, been deprived of
the bodily presence of their Lord and Master,
~but His Spirit was still with them, and
made them act as they did in His service.
They had been repeatedly told by Him, while
He was with them in person, that theirs was
to be no easy task to J)erform,—-that while
they scattered the seed of divine truth, in
preaching the gospel, their path would be
strewed with difficulties and dangers,—that
the doctrines which they were to avow and
maintain, and their peculiar walk in .life,
would bring contempt and persecution u{mn
them,—but they were warned not to lose
heart, for greater was He that was to be with
them than all that could come against them,
—and they were encouraged to persevere in
His service, from the assurance that victory
was to be theirs at last. The prospeet of
heavenly happiness'lay before them, of which
they were to be tl:m‘takem,-—ax kingdom in-
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, wae to be their sure portion, if they
should remain faithful to Him who had pur-
chased it for them with His blood. But
even in this world, over all the opposition
which should be brought against it, their
cause was to prosper and _trmmph,—the di-
viite torch which they carried with them was
one day to enlighten and enliven the whole
world,—error and ignorance were to give
place to rectitude and knowledge,—~immoral-
ity and vice, to holiness and righteousness,—
and Antichrist to Christ. The strong man
of sin was destined to be crushed and ruined,
—his house to be broken down and demolish-
ed, through the instrumentality of that Gospel
" which they were to preach ard uphold, at ali
risks and hazards. e account of their
labours so faithfully described on the sacred
page testifies abundantly to the earnestness
and zeal with which they fulfilled their mis-

i firmly believed to be the truth,—to spen
i and be spent in the service of Jesus was hi#

highest ambition and boast. What a nobl®
example we have in him to all who call them”
selves by the name of Christ,—but more es
pecially to those whose immediate duty it ¥
to proclaim the Gospel to their fellow-men, 7
to preach repentarce and forgiveness of &%
through the Saviour! Into their hands 1
put that divine light which is to shed it®
cheering beams to the most remote corner
of the earth,—to them is entrusted by GO
the feeding and guiding of His flock in th*
world,—to them the unfolding the mysteri¢®
of the kingdom of heaven.

To speak peace to the troubled soul,—4¢
strengthen the feeble hands and raise up ¢
drooping head,—to reprove sin and enco“’;
age goliness, is no easy work,—and mu¢
stedfastness and resolution—much self-denish
and assistance both from God and man, 87
absolutely required by all those to whom J*
entrusted the breaking of the bread of life,”
the heralds of the Gospel of peace,—th®
 pastors of the Church of God in this world-

May we all be found worthy in our pec“'{
liar calling,—being zealous for the glory 9
God, and for the welfare of His Church 0%
earth,—esteeming ourselves highly for th?
work’s sake, and blessing Him who h#
called us hitherto,—and may He aid us
prosper us in every good word and wark.

In discoursing lf"ervn'ther on the words of ¢
text, I shall consider, 1st., the expresslo‘}
“ Our Gospel ”—¢ the glorious Gospel ©
Christ,”—and in doing so will point out som?
of the advantages it brings with it to the be;
liever. 2ndly. I shall show the nature and
danger of unbelief,—and I shall conclad®
with a short improvement. ,

First.—Let us consider the expressio™
“Qur Gospel” - the glorious Gospel ¢
Christ.” These words contain the meamﬂgt'
and embody the substance of the highe®
wisdom and knowledge,—they enclose with?
their fold all that is needed to ensure haI;;!;l
ness here and hereafter,—they are the :
which unlocks the door to that which is trol?
great and glorious,—they contain the ger®
of the kingdom of heaven. Without the®
the world would be full of spiritual darkne i
—from them all the spiritual light which o
in it has emanated,—without them the wh®.
human family would have been in indeso A
able misery,—without hope, and in despal
Of all the information conveyed to f#

g

2
man, the news proclaimed by the Gospel
Christ is the best,—of all the benefits
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t‘?’fiéd upon him, salvation through the Sa- |

:‘““r stands pre-eminent, being a final re-
toration from the power of sin and death,

been injured—not one failing or flaw has
been found in the whole system—and our
glorious Gospel stands now as solid and firm,

Md a gurety of his partaking of the everlast- | and as incapable of being destroyed, as it

g blessedness of heaven.

was on the day when the last of its inspired

byB)' the violation of the ‘covenant of torks | writers concluded the sacred narrative— an

our first earthly parents in Eden, they
;;d all their posterity descending from them
1 ordinary generatien were doomed to-end-
}:;‘8 woe—Tfor in this covenant Adam stood
dound not only for himself, but for all his
.dl?"eendants,—and'by his one act of disobe-
. ence we all fell from the holy and happy
tate in which God created us. Divine justice
n demanded satisfaction for the infringe-
‘Dlen‘t of the law, and would have inflicted
Punishment upon the criminals for their dis-
Obedience,—but at this fearful crisis the sweet
Yoice of mercy was heard saying, Deliver
a°m going down to the pit, for I have found
cmlsom.” Then were some of the eternal
Oungellings of the Trinity first revealed to

: ’r:;tal ears, “ The seed of the woman shall

T se the head of the serpent; it shall
h:‘ense thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
0 L” 'T'his is the solid and sure foundation
i:.whxch our Gospel stands,—of this material
it byilt,—and is so_constructed as to suit

. e deepest needs of the human soul. Its
fzfte!n is perfect,—its intluence most power-
n and benign,—and its intentions are most
ercify]. Its aim is to elevate and refine,—
Tn ennoble and purify.—to seek and save.
mystical rites and symbols—in expressive
"dise and figure, it appeared in the earlier
fo Pensations, and acted for long in that
fhrm to lead the believing soul to heaven. It
en gpoke, in words distinct and clear, of
an‘a“ who is its author and origin,—its life
it soul. The Messiah who was to come—
Pointed to Him as the Redeemer of His
wﬁ:P“-the Atonement to divine justice, who
ki one day to shed His blood on Calvary
of t:h‘tmd its announcement of the fulfilment
Th ese predictions is what gives it its name.
th: ood news that the only eternal Son of
hag ighest has come on ea.'rth as a man, and
he!t‘\_lﬁ'ered and died for sinful men, is the
de information which has ever been dis-
80:ed to mortals,—inasmuch as the greatest
% to them is contained in it,—and this
d news our Gospel contains and declares.

s nt comes to all with an authority, which it
ino 0t safe to challenge or reject,—for by do-
80, it i3 but an effort to cad in question and

o 2ide its Great Author—our Creator, Pre-
er and Redeemer—and thus virtually ef-
the destruction of our soul,—heaven and
shall pass away, but the Word of God
whioever pass away.  Of all the arguments
" ¢h the jnfidel has brought against it for
wo},ﬁ“,ny ages—of the neglect which - the
of ). ‘0 General has shown it for so long—
Qpt vast amount of detraction and con-
0‘:, used by its enemies, for the purpose
the i‘:l'tnr.nmg it, and killing its usefulness,
 Yesult is that not one jot or tittle of it has

)
i
i

it will continue so forever, for it is the truth
of God, and his power unto salvation.

Like gold refined and purified from having
passed through the fiery furnace, our Gospel
olso shines the brighter from having.with-
‘stood, uninjured in the least, the severe scru-
tixH through which it has passed—and_the
malicious trials to which it has been subject-
ed. Its voice still sounds sweet and clear
in many lands,—its benign influence is still
felt over many countries,—it still proclaims
pardon and peace to the greatest sinner, by
the simple enunciation—* Believe and live.”
Like & perpetual fountain casting forth its

ure and cool water in streams, our Gospel
1s ever refreshing the thirsty soul that has
grace given it to come and drink,—like a
continuous feast ever prepared, it is always
affording delicious sustenance to every hun-

gry soul which desires to be filled with God's

| goodness,—like the warm and genial noon-

i day sun, it is ever affording 8 iritual light and

comfort to the soul rescued from the dark-
ness and degradation of sin and Satan. It
has a full supply for all spiritual wants, and
an 1:a,buudam'. gratification for every pious
wish. -

"T'o the sinning soul it calls for repentance
and reformation,—~to the troubled soul it
speaks peace and comfort,—and to the con-

 verted soul it affords unspeakable delight and
;joy. It does not break the bruised reed, nor

quench the smoking Hax—but its great aim
is, to bring all men in gentleness and love
to Jesus for salvation. It teaches us how to
live, and how to die,- —how to escape hell, and
how to obtain heaven,—how to be happy
here and hereafter. It is the grand instru-
ment in the hands of the Holy Spirit, by
which he effects conversion, and thus saves
sinners from endless torment,—it is the so-
lesn voice of God speaking in words plain
and distinct to every intelligent human crea-
ture—and addressed to all men, saying—
«Turn ye, why will ye die,”—it is the divine
finger post placed at the side of our path
through life, pointing to heaven, and having
inscribed on it—¢ This is the way, walk ye in
it,"—it tells that ¢ there is no condemnation
to those who are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh but after the Spirit.”

Our glorious Gospel ascribes to Ilim the
glory due to His name,—narrating faithfully
His divine connection.—His eternal Sonship,
co-equal with the Father and the Holy
Ghost,—His merciful design In becoming
the Daysman between an offended God, and
His erring human creatures,—His assuming
the human nature, but without 8in, and unit-
ing it to His divine nature In one person, in
order that he might completely Work out the
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scheme of human redemption,—that He | sickly minds—which prefer postures, if ”ﬁ
might satisfy -divine justice Ey enduting pun- | impostures, to the pure and living Word
ishment in place of the sinner for violating | God to lead them to salvation,—for “ ma i
the law of God,—that He might fulfil that | ticin its own simplicity it stands”—-thewoﬂl
luw and make it honourable,—that he might | and admiration of the whole redeemed W"Tn‘
procure the salvation of all who shall be- | It disdauins to wear any flimsy adornm?
lieve in His name, and serve Him ‘in His ! whatever, which man can put upon it~
‘Gospel. permiit its own innate beauty and inh
His peculiar history is faithfully narrated ]ustre to beobscured and defaced b}v the “‘};
on its sacred page,—the particular method | pings of parade and ostentation. I lainly 5
that He took to convince the world that He purely it notifies the designs,—it exhibits }
is the true Messiah,—and the design of | wisdem,—it breathes the Spirit of the Liv¥
His mission here as the adorable God-man. i God—and points to the blood of Christ—
The pure waters cast out from this eternal ! fountain opened by divine grace for sin
Fountain flowed through the various channels | all fincleanness, as all that is necessary
of the different writers of the Holy Serip- | procure us salvation. To the pecyliar o
tures,—the divine light shining from this | of every sinner it applies the doctrine of
heavenly sun was reflected faithfully by them ! Cross,—and tells in whom consolatjon &
for long,—whose rays, while they were meant safety are only to be found. It is the 0 y
to cnlighten the world in true religion, also | safe guide to whick the soul can trust, t
exposed and described Him from whom these | desires to rise from earth to heaven,—#
doctrines originally emanated. Truth per- | for this it both encourages and assists. |, P
vades their every lesson,—its zealis stamp- Redemption and salvation by the sacrif
ed on every sentiment,—and although it may | of Christ is its key-note,—the grand dir
be misunderstood and misconstrued by some, | closure at which the ransomed of the L"’d
yet there it stands, intact and entire—de- | on earth rejoice,—and the subject Wbﬁg
manding to be interpreted, in order to its{n)w affords hymns of praise to the bles
being best understood—by itself. God ishis | angels in heaven—and will do so fore"i'
own best interpreter, and if His exposition | “ God so loved the world, that He gave ot
be attended to, He will make everything | only begotten Son, that whosoever belie¥
plain.  The darkness of comprehension which ! in Him  should not perish, but have ev®
leads to error is in man, d}z‘based by sin— ! lasting life”—are words to which the ino"
and not in the sacred description, which has ! merable multitude of the redeemed will ¢0%; -
perfection exhibited on its every part. stantly refer with the greatest deligbt,—"”-l
The information and wisdom on holy sub- | will point to themselves as the perpet®:
Jects which, for so many ages, occupicd the | witnesses of their truth. These washed t v
time and engage the attention of the master- | robes by faith in the blood of the Lambi;
minds of antiquity, but which baffled their | they accepted him as he is freely offered
greatest endeavors to find out—are so clear- | the Gospel,—they lived in conformity to,
ly and simply stated in our inspired Gospel, injunctions,—their Saviour’s righteousn
that he who runneth may read—or a child | was impute@ te them by God,—by Him %
may understand them. Being intended by | were justified, adopted, and sanctified in ¢
its great Author for the benefit of the whole | world,—and at last they reign triumph
human race, while there are depths in the | with Him in glory.
revealed Word which have never yet been| The merciful intentions of God toward B
wounded by mere man—that which is adapted | lost and ruined human creatures are V€T
to supply aur greatest spiritual wants is ex- plainly stated in our Gospel,—the amﬁ
ressed 1n such a plain way that no error ean provision He has made for the faithful— %
e made on the subject unless by those who | the help He is affording them to progress
are willingly ignorant—or who entertain a ! the ways of righteousness, are truths so €°
prejudiced opinion. No philosophical reason- | dent, that while they meet with an hoﬂ"’y
ing is therefore required in order that we ! response from every unprejudiced mind, 5‘,
‘may know our duty to God—to our neighbor ! also afford matter for the deepest gratitV
—and to ourselves,—and also how our souls | —the purest eaffection—and the strong
may be safe in the great day of the Lord, if | encouragement to follow the Lord. UP"r’
we only read with understanding, and helieve | the same condition does our Gospel Oﬂ'ﬁt
“the plain statements of Scripture—which are | salvation to all nlike,—it holds not ©
our unerring guide to all that is great and | different terms to the different classes of
good. ) ciety—but to the prince and the peasaut%’:y
. If the seed of the Word be also received | calls nre the same,—for oll being alike 1y
into the honest and good heart, it will pro- | nature, it addresses® all alike—but it is O;a
duce fruit there-after its own kind—without upon the individual who attends to its 1
the aid of human invention to make it, as | that it works any salutary influence. o
some may think, more attractive by any vain | teaching hoth convinces the judgment, @
arnaments which may be hung upon it.” Our | warms the feelings,—and for these purp"’r
Gospel needs not to be 8o gaudily decorated, | it is as well adapted at the present day, %
uniees to meet the approbation og carnal and ! will continue o to theend of time, as it
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e day it was completed and given to the
Wor] d.y : P gt
./ The proofs of its authenticity and genu-
ineneas ave equally good in every period of
k e—and its saving power is felt and ac-
tiowledged by all who have dedicated them-
%elves to God. By believing it we credit its
.g.e&t Author,—and by accepting and fulfilling
18 terms of salvation, through His grace,
We gecure the everlasting welfare of our im-
Mortal gowl. Those who live under its in-
uence live to God, and not unto themselves,
*~they en{;)y all the blessed privileges of His
. 8dopted children,—being. justified and sanc-
tified by Him,—constantly working out their
talvation with fear and trembling—and yet
Possessing the peace of God which passeth
all understanding. In the acceptance of our
onpel, then, is true happiness to be found
_>and itis the highest wisdom to follow its
Wrections—for the best blessings of God
"‘ time and throughout eternity are_ the
ure ‘Fortion of all who sincerely love Him
E_an faithfully serve him in the Gospel of
18 Son.
( To be Concluded nezt No.)

——-—o———
‘Gems from Edward Bury.
BORN 1616—DIED 1700.

hl' THOU must have a settled resolution
th cleave ‘to Christ and obey Him, even in

e most despised, disgraceful, dangerous,
be ult, and costly part of duty; though it
N to the loss of thy worldly enjo‘{ments, yea.
t{g life itself. Many would pick or choose
. hagr duties: this thing they would do, but
g they would not: they scum off the fat
‘mcliweet of duty, but leave that which'is
g It or dangerous. But God will have
.%Nloh servants. Obey Him thou must,
,he';sh thy father, mother, and all thyfriends

me thine enemies upon the account.

‘hig Never was goldsmith- more careful of
1 gold that it shall not be in the furnace
e than need is, than God is of His peo-

« They shall be no longer in the furnace
% afliction than necessity requires—till their

g is consumed, and they refined.

«o. The experience of 5000 years cannot
I{?d“ﬂe one example when God has falsified
.18 word,

Yn*' There are none in this world that have
K:'e true cause of joy than. believers have.
qe? ‘ht:{v are under the divine protection of
94, and are sure to want. nothing that is
{:.d.‘ and when this earthly tabernacle shall

gm,dtﬁ‘:;‘l.ved, they have a kingdom prepared

witr, If God be not glorified b thee, He
be glorified upon thee: if He have not
the pon ¢
glory of thy salvation, He shall have the
Ty of thy destruction.

8lo
fnay, fn all duties performed to God or
N, 8ee that thou hast a divine warrant for

185

them out of the Word of God. That which

He commands is our duty, and what He

forbids is our sin, if we do it. Where there
lis no law, there is no transgression ; and
{ where there is no commend of duty, there
! thou canst expect no blessing.

7. When thou knowest thy duty, and
hast a divine command for it, delay not, but
set upon it. Many undo themselves by de-
lays: they think to do that hereafter which
t}ﬁey never live to do. Practice is the life of
all.

8. Christians that have taken Christ upon
His own terms, and are delivered from the
power of sin and Satan, think they never can
do enough for Christ : they are always ques-
tioning, What shall I do for Him that has
done so much for me?

9. 1f thou would read the Word of God
with profit, tis necessary that thou prepare
thy heart for so svlemn a duty. Come not
out of the bustle of business, with a heart
full of the world, to discourse with God.
Take not God’s Word, any more than His
name,‘in vain.

10. Bring a spiritual appetite always with
thee to the means of grace. Come With an
empty stomach, or why dost thou seek after
food ?

11. 'Tis a sure token of a hard heart,
when the consideration of God’s mercy and

Christ’s sufferings do not bend to duty; and

Vof all the judgments in the world, a hard
{ heart is one of the greatest.
' 12, Many that are constant in public du-
f ties, are defective in private; but it is secret
i duties that chiefly maintain our communion
with God. In those it is we most engage our
hearts to God and God to us.

13. A gracious heart should be as sensi-
ble of mercies as of miseries, and be as ready
to render praise for the one as to put up
ptayers for the removal of the other. But
most men are like the lepers: of ten that are
healed, but one gives thanks.

) o e d

The Project of a Divinity Hall in
Halitax, in connection with the
Church of Scotland.

Tne genius of the public Press may not
“inaptly be compared to that fairy Lady ef
Shaiot, of whom she Poet Laureate singe.
The function of thatlady was to stand day and
night within a secret hower, gazing into a
magical mirror, in which-the shadows of the
great world appeared, and to wedve those
wondrous sights into a mighty web. Through
the length and breadth of the British Islands,
innumerable shattles, in the shape of printing
presaes, are flying fast every day and every
hour: weaving into visible form the multitudi-
nous threads of human history. One thing
which strikes a person coming from the

Mother Country into a colony like this, is the
| inefficiency of the public Press as a mirror of
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~ the'manners, habits and social characteristics

of the people. Nor is this circumstance to
b8 wondered at, for, in the literary, as well es
in the provision market, the supply must

‘always be regulated by the demand.

Never, in any newspaper, have I observed
a Report of the proceedings of the Church
Courts in this Province. It is the practice,

in Scotland, to lay before the public, not only ‘

the results of ecclesiastical policy, but the
logical or illogical processes (in the form of

debates.) by which these results were attain- )
ed. And this is a wise and useful practice, |
. because it xometimes happens that the in-

stincts of ecelesiastics are not in strict har-
wony with the instinets of other people ; and
an opportunity is thus efforded of subjecting
to fuiler review and broader discussion every
question of public importence. By this
means, the interests of all parties are pro-
tected. Rash and ill-considered schemes may
be thus timeously exploded, and wise and
‘heneficial measures receive the advantage of
being more effectually commended to the
‘publie mind.

The people who belong to the Church of
Scotland in this Province, have rot the advan-
tage of reading 1n the papers the discussions
which take place in our Supreme Church

Court, in relation to the various matters '

which are brought before it. Thzy see in the
Record only a summary of the resolutions
edopted, and afé ignorant of the reasons
which were advanced for and against the mea-
sures, when proposed. 1 purpese, on the pre-
sent oezasion, to supply, iu some degree, this
defect, by recording the substance of the
views I expressed at last meeting of Synad,
in relation 1o a subject of cuch public impor-
tanse, that no memuer of the Church ought
to be ignarant of it. The sulject to which I
vefer, is the propased institution of a Theo-
logical Hall in the city of Halifax, to train and
prepare native aspirants for the ministry, so
as to save them the trouble of going home to
Scotland for that purpose.  On this subject,
there was. by no means, unanimity of epinion
at the Synod.

It appeared. in the course of discussion,
that. when the plan of re-organizing Dalhon-
sie Coliege was first enterramed, on the part
of certain members of our Church, this proje ot
of a Divinity Hall was reserved to be devel-
oped, in due 1ime, 88 the crowning part of the
euterprise, Various members uf Synod, how-
ever—myself among the nuimber--were alto-
getner taken by surprise when the “Over-
ture’ on the sutject was produced and read.
It is much to be regretted that a scheme of
such grave importance—a scheme, indeed,
requiring more calin consideration and more
careful discussion than any other scheme
which has been before the Synod for VM TE—
should have bLeen suddénly disclosed at the
eleventh hour, at the " fag end of the session,”
and slipt so hurriedly through Courr, as this
was done, There waa scarcely any matter, of

the most trivial kind, which did ot ocesf!
more of the time and attention of the -Syﬂ‘adu'
than this did. Several members never, |
the moment the “ Overture” was read, havi’f
' heard of such a project, had not time to 0! .
;an_opimion concerning it, " A scheme b5}
' this, on the issue of which the very life 89
| prosperity of the Chureh may be said to
suspended, ought, in the first instance, to bsY
; been tharoughly discussed before P'resbytef)!
and to have come up frem Preshytery in
shape of an overture, Very diffevent, ho¥"
ever, was the manner in which the busin
; was managed. The document, which #*
I read and received as an overture, came né*
! ther from any Preshytery nor Synod, hut w
! (formally) extemporized for the occasion, b!
J a private irdividual. Nay, one memb*
i (at the last) revealed the fact that it was ¢’
| intention of the projictors to have the pre
posed Hall in operation next summer! I¢+¥
i to be hoped that the business of the Chur®
may be conducted in future in a mcre op
t and regular manner. »

But, let us proceed fairly and calmly ¥
ljudge the scheme on its own merits, No 00
{ can doubt the desirableness of our having #
| native ministry to supply the spiritual wan
tof the people of these Provinces, who mai?”
tain their attachment to the Chureh of S0V
jland.  Young men, born and bred in th®
| country,wiil, as a general rule, find 1hemselve®
more al home, "than natives of Scottan¢: .
Nevertheless, I believe it would be injurio®®
to the religious interests of the people, 80
to the distinctive principles of the Chure
of Scotland in the Colonies, if there were 19
always somewhat of the home-grown 3P
home-made material interwoven in the nati?®
cloth. Bat the question at once occurs, ** J*
there any necessity for a Provincial Divinit}
Hall, in order to train up a nauve ministry
Certainly not. A number of the minister®
who are now settled in charges, are nativéh
who were sent to Scotland for their eduo®”
I tion, and the supply can be obtained in ¢

same manner as formerly. It was object

that, when young men were sent to Beotland
for 1heir education, some of them never r¢
turned. Having tasted of the flesh-poth -
they murmured, it seems, at heing recall

into the wilderness ; and the same spirit-w8
manifested by those who were sent even §°
Canada. This objection is surely not seriot®
ly urged. “The young men who were sent ¢¢
Scotland from this Province, to be, prepar
for the ministry, all came back, and, with 0
exception, remained, and are nowfaithf\{n’
discharging their duties. That exceptio®
might, of course, have oocurred under _ﬂ"’
aystem,  But, if it js seriously maint«alﬂ‘d
that the young men who are sent to Scotla®
are,"with difficolty, got back to their nati?®
land, to enter on the office for which they wes?
prepared, this fact plainly indicates the exis¥
ence of an eril which an” expensive local i8”
stitution Like that proposed, instead of r¢°
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Moving, is only calculated to aggravate. If
ese Provinces really present sec forbidding
Prospect to aspirants for the ministry,
here are the young men to iz found who

ill enter themselves as studencs in the pro-

Posed HallP. Ifit were observed that soldiers

Smhraced every opportunity to desert the

ervice, would Government propose, as a re-

for this evil, to build a new and more
venient reeruiting depot 2 This question
ms 1o suggest at once the true rource of

%ur weakness as a Chureh, and to point out

}‘“ defect, towards the remedying of which all

Ulure measures ought to be Cirected. Let

the position of clergymen in these Colonies be

'"ﬂ"‘oved as soon and as far as circumstances
Wl permit, and there will be no lack of young
80 ot talent and worth, ready to reinforce
¢ rapks of the ministry, and willing to re-
8in ay their posts. Let the money which

Yould he required to carry on the machinery

oq Theological Hall be formed, say, into an

®ddowment fund, or a fund for the support of :

inisters’ widows. The latter stheme is,
®thaps, the more simple and practicable ;
a“d I'believe the Church of Scotlandin Nova
ll:mm stands almost alone in this respect,—

% it has no Ministers’ Widows' Fund.
0 “inception” of BOME measure tending to
Wprove the position of clergymen, will be at
:“! a step in the right-direction. It follows,
“" Right the day, that, whatever tends to make

% position uf any class of workers less anxi-

,)‘;.‘ and precarious, renders their calling an
pote of more general desire. Every wise

h.‘“ knows that the very pawer to do good to
n"fe_now-beings.dependa, in no small degree,
‘itio:: tempora! circamstances and social po-
“}.‘ cannot he maintained that the method
ua b has hitherto been pursued, of sending
Aive young men home for their education,
togPT0Ved, in any sense,. a failure. On the
]v“lrary, the results are rather such as great-
o 2 eliconrage the people to trust to that
d);'t?m until a better and a cheaper can be
,,,Y“ed. I need not add that the system now
m°p°3'd would not only be a hundred-fold
o expensive, but, as may be pre.sumed,
- Uld be far ess efficient. Supposing the
0u°"°'éd Hall were instituted in Halifax, and
el”uture ministers were to he wholly edu-
® and trained within the limits of Nova
(4p ta, what kind of men, let me ask,
by ®aking comparatively,) would be produced
1o, 9k & system? In all probability, not
© than one or twd young men would enter

oy § selvee.ammatly, as stadents of Thgology,
‘!iuxmo“ should do so, the sapply will cer-
fory Y exceed the demand, and many of the
Wi toming wninisters will look in vain for a
sty Te of labour in Nova Scotia. Say that s
’o..~"f tiree Professors (and fewer could not
They I¥ be proposed,) should be instituted.
" thres men would require to be paid
iy, Currency a year. The Colonial Com-
¢ would, we shall suppose, pay one of

thein, but there would still remain the sum
of £600 to be raised from the peoble every
vear. The yearly sum required to pay the
Professors would thus be £900. If any man
propose to pay a Professor at a lower rate
than £300 currency (which is only equal to
£240 stg.), I have only to say that the article
which can be got for this money will not be
worth having at all. Professional ability, as
a rule, has its market price, like every other
commodity. Well, the theological education
of one or two young men would thus-cost an-
nually the sum of £960! And, according to
the system hitherto pursued, the same end
Las been accomplished (and far more effici

ently than could be done under the proposed
system,) at the rate of about £23 for cach
student! Even at £300 a year, it is only o
second, or rather a third rate man (compared
with the men who fill similar situations at
home,) that ean be obtained for such an office.
When a Professorial Chair becomes vacant in
any of our Divinity Halls in Scotland, it is
well known that, in all Scotland, where there
are about 2000 ministers to choose from, only
1wo or three men presume to compete for the
office, so .rare are the gifis and attainments
which qualifv a man for that position—and
those who offex themselves a8 candidates are
invariably men who have expressly devoced
their lives to the study of those great subjects
(with all their kindred branches,) in which
they hope to enlighten others. I presume
there is no one within the Church in these
Colenies, who imagines himself quahfied to
assume the office of a Professor in the pro-
posed institution. There are excellent pas-
tors, and popular preachers, a«d talented men,
in the Church, as represented in thesa 1’ro-
vinoes, but I should not think there is a man
who believes that he possessvs the particular
kind of attainments, experience and ability
required for any one of the professorial chairs
which would have to be irstituted. It fol-
lows, therefore, that we would be obliged 1o
have recourse to the Mother Country for
suitable persons to fill these chairs ; and for
£300 currency a yvear (and that salary not
very asecure), we could only obtain a second or
third rate man. But, grunting that even
eflicient Yrofessors were obtaineu, there is =
very weighty, and, I think, an insuperable ob-
jection to the scheme, of another kind. Asl
have said, the classes of the Protessors would,
in all probability, consist of only one or two
lads, from year to year. What intellectual
progresa could these young men be expected
to make. in such forlorn circumstances? It
is to he feared that both Professors and stus
dents would be in danger of falling asleep at

their work. Undoubtedly, one of the most -

signal advantages of a Theological Hall, or a
publie seminary of any kind, is,_th.u it brings
together a large number of variously consti-
tuted minds, whioh, by the mere force of acs
tion and re-action, help to develop each oth-
er's powerr, and stimulate each other’s ener
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gies. Were it not so, students could sit at
home, and study there lectures enough on
Divinity, &ec. (to he purchased at the book-
sellers), and a little advice from the local
minister would be sufficient to guide them in
their labours. Experience, however, has
shown that, by private tuition, though con-
ducted by the best master, the natural pow-
ers of the mind arenever brought into full and
vigourous play; and this mode of teaching is
now all but universally abandoned throughout
Fingland and Scotland, or is practised only
with mere children. Yet, with only one or
two students to operate on, what would the
proposed Divinity Profecsors be, but private
{ulors? 'The intellectual and morsl disci-
pline, the knowledge of men and manners
whicl: is obtained by young men at a Univer-
sity or Hall in the Mather Country, are ad-
vantages which can be obtained in no other
way, In the crowded class-room, a young
man is speedily reduced to his proper level.
'The ignorance, vanity and self-conceit which
may have grown upon him within the narrow
circle in which he previously moved, are
likely to receive (if such is possible,) a severe
check, when he mingles in a crowd in which
he finds himself but an insignificant unit.
Ficm the lethargy of indolence into which
many young men are apt-to fall, he will pro-
bably be aroused by the wtings of emulation
or the dread of shame, and will thus start
with alacrity on the race of learning. What-
ever of talent or worth may be in him, is sure
to be drawn forth, and his ambition will be
fired by the thought of bearing himself man-
fully on a stage where many eyes will behold
him, and where a reputation may be won
which shall give him the start in life, Con-
sider, in addition, the liberalising and soften-
ing effect naturally produced on the mind by
the free and genial intercourse of so many
youths of different tastes and manners, as are
drawn together within the Theological Halls
of the Mother Country. Now, from all these
benefits, mental and moral, the one or two
lads who would sit down, of a morning, on
one of the benches of the proposed Hall in
Halifax, would be hopelessly excluded. The
loss they would thus sustain, is a loss which
they could never, of themselves, repair. To
catch the moral and intellectual tone of an
ancient and highly civilized country, it is ne-
cessary to live in Lhat country for some length
of time. It is not simply the superior store
of information which our native young men
would acquire at 3 Hall in Scotland, that
makes it so desirable for them 1o go thither,
but the expanding, refreshing and invigorat-
ing influence which a larger intercourse with
mankind coald not fail to produce on their
minds. I cannot conceive that tte education of
any native youth, whatever p.ro'fe‘nion he may
aspire to enter, can be considered complete,
until he travel to some of the old countries of
Europe (the centres and sources of alt modern
civilization), where he may have an oppertu-

|
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nity of obser s’ng new aspects of society, and
new phases Wf humanity, which he never
dreamed of ¥efore. And, to what country
could the futtwre ministers of this Province
go,withgreater'profit and advantage to them-
selves, and to those among whom they are to
minister, than to the land of their fathers ?
Every square foot of Scottish soil is conse-
erated by glurious associations of the past,
which are calculated t6 awaken, in the young
and ardent mind, thoughts, sentiments and
aspirations, that tend to elevate and ennoble
the character. Within the circle of thos¢
frown ng hills, Freedom, nursed from of old
by patriotic valour, and exalted by devout in-
telligence, still maintains her sacred seat, and
guards the peaceful trophies she has won. I8
it not good for any one—and especially for the
distant descendants of Scotchmen<—to dwell,
though hut for a brief season, amid the histor-
ical scenes and memories of such a land, and
observe the true foundation on which national
greatness and glory must repose? So im*
portant, as a means of intellectual develop>
ment, is foreign travel esteemed, even in
Scotland, that an endowment, or public fund,
has been instituted, in connection with the
Church of Scotland, to enable meiitorious
young men to spend some time in Germany
and France, after having completed their
Home education. In connection with the
Free Church, I believe, a similar tund has
also been established. Yet, there are those
among us, who, ofter having reaped these
invaluable benefits themselves, would den
them to others in all time coming. Truly, if
this scheme of a local Hall be adopted, the
next generation of ministers will owe little to
the wisdom and magnanimity of their spiritusl. _
sires! They must needs be a dwarfish and
feeble race. I shall venture, further, to say
that the present prosperity of the Church in
the Colonies is owing, in no small measure,
to the fact that the minjsters have been men
who received the benefit of a liberal educs- -
tion in the Mother Country. Intellectus! ‘.
cuiture and solid attainments ave, if poasible)
more urgently required in ministers of the
Colonial Church, than at home, in order to
procure for them that personai respect and '
influence, on which their success, as teachers
of the people, snlely depends. In Scotland)
under the conditions of an Establishment, the
office magnifies the individual, but, under the
voluntary system, the individual must rest bis
title to public regard on pursly personal
grounds. While subject to system, then, ac-
cording_to which all success depends on the
persoial qualifications of the minister, hoW
needful it is that the minister sheuld receivé .
all the advantages which the hest training
and education can give him., Ifa minister
through defect of education, practicaily fail i8
his profession here; the penalty which he him*
self must pay is & severe one} and the con”
sequences to the people, though less fe'ti
will certainly be not less disastrous, An ig”
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Norant and illiterate clergy have often been a
Curse, and can never be a blessing to the
Peop]e_

I had many other things to say on this
"“hjeot, but have already occupied more space
<han I intencded. My apology is the vast 1m-
Dortance of the subject, and the hasty, and, as

think, irregular manner, in which it was
Passed through the Synod. It may be easily
%own that the scheme of a Provincial Di-
Yinity Hall is not only undesirable and un-
Called for, but, on financial grounds, utlerly
‘mpracticable. Should it be adopted, the
evitable effect will be 1o trustrate the other
*chemes we have undertaken, and undo all
the gaod that has heen done. The Church is
Mready heavily laden with pecuniary otliga-
Yone, which she will find it hara to discharge.

hat, then, is the use of Dalhousie College
10 ua?” ja a question which has been asked.
Teply—the same use to us as to other peo-
t’le- Was Dalhousie College, however, insti-
Ued for our special benefit? I thought

#housie College was an institution intend-
g, 28 it is certainly ftted, to impart a liberal
It Ucation to the rising youth of the country.

It be maintained as suck, its value to the
.i"’"lpce cannot be over-estimated ; and, con-
che T I0g the learned and able men who fill its

Juirs, I think it cannot fail to succeed, pro-
‘ded ecclesiastics do not spoil it.

Wn. M. PHIiLIP.
Truro, August, 1865.
e Qe
O Byamination of Candidates for
‘ the Ministry.

h Tag subject of Licensure for the Ministry
T:: begun to be taken up by our Synod.
i 08h not called to do wuch in this line
Chgorio it has been felt that it belongs to &
“"lr.eh to frame rules and to have things in
UWiness ; consequently, a Committee has
logr. 2ppointed on the subject. In the fol-
Yo, g remarka it is proposed to direct atten-
inq'f, 10 those spiritual qualifications that are

Shensable to the candidates for License.
},‘ﬁ:d, first, there can be no doubt that it
the 88 to a Charch Court to examine into
trig) fitness of the candidate. It appoints
itiy and also conducts examinations, so that
fiyy. ‘e reaponsible body. And what is that
oni 8 that is requisite P To make it consist
thy 0 scholarship, or in possessing a moral
"™cter, is much beneath the mark. A
ﬁ"d Morai cheracter would be required in a
%.‘hﬂ’y but a candidate for the ministry
de2Pt to exhibit sumething higher and more
\oih;"’“earneunen and devotedness, love
ity vork and to the Saviour, whose work
ifloy . IN short, without certain spiritual qual-
Proons, it will be allowed that he is not
t.hf“ly qualified. Schnlarship is indispen-
be o} 20d, to be & workman not needing to
l.,:l:.l“ﬂ_led, he must be able ; but then scho-
P is not everything, and therefore it

belongs to Presbyteries and Synods to do
something in a spiritual direction, imposing
and testing the qualifications of entrante, If
they do not, they either declare these quali-

 ficutions are not neceseary, or trivial, or that

they are unable to guide in the matter, both
of which are humbling confessions. A few
years ago, Dr. N. McLeod, with the approval
of the Assembly, pled for a converted miniss
try, that he who would win others must
himself be on the Lord’s side—that he must
be more than a mere cymbal or utterer of
traths that would be rerviceable in converta
ing others to God. Why, then, dou ecclesi-
astical bodies move sn litile in this spirituel
direction? Examine the law or practice of
Presbyterians gengrally, and they will be
found defective jp this respect. Not ail,
however, for, to Mt credit and to the ele-
vation of the ministry, some in this land
require their youth to state the motives that
induce them to apply for Licensure; and in
the States, where matters, happily, are stiil
stricter, a spiritual test may be imposed ; but,
generally, an amount of Tighglogy and a fair
character are all that areudged necessary.
But we “.dn not know the Bgait, and are no
judges.” Neither do we know the hearts of
intending comwmunicants, and yet ministers,
anxious to fulfil thelr duties as unto Christ,
inquire of youth §50 fhi'Inotives that induce
them to apply ; 'Wnd “éertainly ‘that minister
is either very creduloud of human nature, or
else most easy-guing and perfunctory, who
takes for granted that religious inquirers are
actuated only by the true and best motives.
But if we enquire why youth propose thems
selves for communicants, is it not equally,
nay, more necessary to know, what reasons
induce candidates to. propose for- the minis-

try? 1 say more requisite, for the latter’

aspires to be the guide of the flock; and
unless they have elevated aims and pure mo-
tives, how shall the people acquire them ?
Like pastor, like people. The latter may be
expected to sink down into the level of the
former. Then let nothing prevent us from
requiring of candidates those qualifications
which the nature of the ministry obviously
involves, for—

(1.) It is right of a spiritusl court to do
80, and would tend to elevete the ministerial
office. -

(2.) Itis for the advantage of the candi-

‘date himself, who may not afterwards com-

plain that he was without direction as to his
course or motives, .

And (3.) It would tend to *‘ separate the
precious from the vile,” the earnest from the
indifferent, and devoted from the careless.

In ehort, it would accomplish & practical
benefit.

Now, what sort of test is requisite? Some-
thing in the form of a declaration that, from
love to Christ and to souls, the candidate has
desired the office, and engages to devote
hima-If to itd prosecution, would suffice; or
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a confession. as in the Church of Engiand,
that ** he has been inwardly moved by the
Holy Ghost to undertake it.” Surely if Epis-
cipalians diseover this regard for the spirita-
al «isposition of their candidates that they
will deliberately pul to them the question,
* Da vou judge yourself called by the Holy
Spirit to this work ?” we, Preshyterians, and
membars of a National Church, should not
blink it.  Wherefore, to the Committee ap-
pointed in the matter of Licensure,—~nay, to
the whole Synod as the proper body en-
trusted with and responsible,—do I'commend
this important subject, ouly adding that now
that we have resolved to push forward in the
matter of a Hall, it proper encouragement be
aiver, and es we may then#xnect to have an
smount of licensing to dw&wou}d be well
By mext Synod 1o produte #FEr u measure as
way tend to ensure the Fight sort of men,
Lot only in poiut of scholurship, but of spiri-
wal qualifieations. A W, I

—_—

Map of the New Hebrides, &c.
Ve

TRE accompah Map of the New He-
brides, and other Islands of the South Seas,
will be of much interest, we doubt net, to the
veaders of the Record. singe our Church has
undertaken to maintaig A roigeion there. Our
thanks are due to the X Mr. Geddie, for
kindly forwarding a nutigher for distribution ;
and believing that thei¥.ge

géneral circwlation
would be very desirable. application was made
as to the probable cost, &e., of a sofficient
number to place one in the hands of each of

our readers. We have to acknowledge our,

indebtedness to the Record Committee of the
P. C. L. 2., through Rev. Prof. McKnight
and Jas. Barnes, ‘iqu., wiao have furnished
she same free of charge.

——() ——
A Sabpath in the City of the Puritans
It would be extremely unfair to form an

«stimate of the intelligence and piety of a
large city from any thing that ean be seen,

or any facts that can be collected, in the,
course of a flying visit. Nor do we wish to

attempt anything of the kind, for ull such
attempts must end in failure, and all conelu-
sions so hurriedly formed must necessarily
be received with cauntion and o certain degree
of suspicion. There are certain impressions,

however, which we elways must carry away
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Covenanting Forefathers, the battles of civil
and religious liberty. The * pilgrim fathers”
who settled at Massachusetts Bay under 8ir
H.Rowsell in 1620, were more strict in theit
adherence to extreme Puritan principles than
those in the neighboring settlements of New
Plymouth, Rhode Island, and Providence. .
‘They never relinquished the principles of a
National Church. They recognized the pow-
er of the civil magistrate in matters of faith
and worship. They severely punished all
acts of Sabbath desecration, and gave their
best attention to all the ordinances and ex»
ternal observances of Christian worship.
Upwards of two centuries have passed since
those fathers * have fallen asleep,” and their
descendants have increased, and strangers
from all countries have joined them, so that
Boston at present numbers about 180,000
inhabitants. It has all the external appear-
ance of commercial prosperity. The streets
are thronged and the hotels crowded. Large
warehouses, and elegant shops, stately and
massive public and private buildings, bespeak
a high degree of material prosperity.  On
Saturday we visited the Museum and the
Gadler{ ‘of Art. In the former is an interest-
ing collection of the material products of the
country—a few good pictures, and some o
the usual busts and statutés, In the lagter
may be seen some very noble paintings, but
they are chiefly coples of the old masters.
There is a great dearth of original paintings,
so great, indeed, as to lead to the conclusion
that the Bostonian is more in his element
when inventing machinery than when wield-
ing the brush, and that while he excels in
the practical, he has but little power in the

higher departiments of the fine arts and the

works of creative imagination. His country .

is still young, and the fine arts belong rather

to older countries with more venerable and
hallowed associations and greater repose.

We awoke early on Sabbath morning
with the agreeable consciousness of a day

of rest, and the prospect of mingling .

with the worshippers of another country, '
and ‘of hearing the same glorious Gospel
from other lips. And we confess that ouf
first impressions of a Sabbath in this city of

the Puritans were rather startling. We car-. .

ried with us vivid recollections of Sabbath
mornings spent among the descendants of

the Scottish Covenanters and the Presbyte> .

rians of Glasgow and of Edinburgh, and ha

expected to find that a Sabbath in BostoB

would not differ widely from a Sabbath i |
one of the cities of Scotland. But we wer¢
sadly mistaken. We missed the quiet of
those noble sacred Scottish Sabbath®:
Coaches in vast numbers rolled along the :
streets. Carriages of every description w&¥ -

abroad with their drivers, Jehu-like, drivitif’ ..
furiously. Footmen tramped elong the
pavements whistling patriotic airs, and ¢ ;
casionally breaking forth into song. 1% ..
seemed to us as if the city had turned ou

A

with us in those visits, and certain general
conclusions which will force themselves upon
us, and which may not be very far from the
truth. It is not so difficult to discover the
ceneral tone and temper of the inhabitants
of a large city within a somewhat extended
margin. K .

We lately had occasion to visit Boston—a
city which” must always be interesting to
every Presbyterian, founded, as it has been,
by men who fought, side by side with our
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for enjoying a -holiday, and were. bent upon’

the Sabbath a day of pleasure.
News-boys. passed along the streets with the
... From our window we ob-

the street—leave his newspaper, and . pass
on to the next door. In Scotland, we were
Bccustomed to hear the voice of Psalm tunes
break the stillness of :the morning. . Here,

- indeed, we also heard music—but it was the
" music of the week-day as well as the Sabbath

~the singing of some popular air, and es-
‘pecially a song which, at that time, seemed to

" Occupy fully. the minds of the citizens .iof

oston, 'sung to the not very sacred. words

) of -« Tnmp,- tmp’” &e., &c. The ,vshops,

Indeed, were very generally ‘closed, and busi-
Gess suspended for the day, but everywhere
there seemed to us to be an utter want of.
that feeling which the lofty expression,
«-the Lord’s Day,” is so well fitted to awaken.
P4_ex'hapu we eannot express the feeling that
ZYeigned more fully than by saying that there
‘Seemed to exist no reverence for the Sabbath.
.. The thought very naturally arose, how
8reat a ch has two centuries wrought
Upon the religious views of the inhabitants
of Boston !
of all this, were they allowed to revisit

the city which they founded ? Their descend-
8nts have certainly been progressive! They
ve ‘auccessfully cast aside their ycuthful
Saining and the early opinions and prejudi-
%88 of their fathers. And another question,
Ad & very serious one, also, arises. At the
ent. rate of progress (?) where will- the
Stbbath be one century hence? Let the
bitants of Bos ucceed in getting rid

of -Whatthey spem toregard as an antiquated

Botion gnd a Jewish observance—a Subbath
Ol reat, « holy to the.Lord and honourable”—
I, them succeed in-the future as they have
M in the past, and what will he the Sab-
"oty of their children, one. hundred years
h‘“‘%? It will certainly be difficult to re-
Ognize it among the seven days of the week,
*X6ept, perhaps, as & day of greater worldly
%ymnt.u he Lord of 'the Sabbath orly

esh where this questionable kind of pro-,

s shall be arrested. B
et this is the apirit of the Continental
M this also the ideal Sabbath of many
o, Bogland, and the kind of Sabbath ob-
‘g ce which not a. few would wish to.in-
r>p‘=‘*70f amusement and recreation—parks
blic gardens—ought to be opened for
vl Forking men, where they ¢an enjoy them-.
‘onthe sacred day. The mea who ad-
e such things consider themselves to be,
on AT® sometimes ealled ¢ the friends of the
" ‘They make fine platform speeches
Sdund well and seem to mony guite phil-
..Those who love the old: Scottish

In
w and who look with abhortence upon

ik

¥ ent upon the sacreidi day, are
Wﬁm ‘:?behind the age,” and as | D

rather thai friends of the peeple.

hat weuld the Puritan fathers.

into. Scotland. . We are told that,
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Now let us sét aside entirely that view ,of the
Sabbath (which we believe, however, to be the
cogrect one,) viz: that'it is a dday appointed
by God himself to be kept holy in all ages, «.
day in which: we are not to think our own
thoughts, speak .our .own words, or do our
owy actions, and letus ask which view seems-
best adapted for furthering the best interests
of the people.: Let us say that;the Edin-
burgh Artisan spends his Sabbath inireading
his Bible and .attending :the house of God..
while the Boston Mechanic spends it in the:
country or on the Common. Which of. them
will begin the labours.of the week with the
%eatest. amount of wigor and freshness?

e certainly believe that it is the men who
on Sabbath read his Biile and offered ujr
his prayers and dedicated the entire day to
the worship of God. ‘Coming in contact
with his Bible and the great and elevating-
truths of Christianity, he has gained fresh-
ness end contentment and strength and ve-
verence which no parks, however fresh or airy,
and no public gardens, however beautiful, cun
give. In. proportion as we secularize tie
Sabbath, life becomes hum-drum and moroto-
tious, . In proportion to the extent to which we
bring the worldly spirit into the first day of the
week, must we fall in piety,in peace and in trve

rosperity. The Boston workman is indeed,,
In some respects, inp most-enviable position.
His wages are goady and he can sfiord to
dress respectably ehd to live comfortably.
And in this respect *the friends of the
people” in Britein thay do positive good to
the workmen. Let them by all means strive
to raise the wages of the labourer, let .
.them endeavor to ‘have the working hours
shortened, let them agitate for the building
of better houses. All thisis trae philanthro-
PV, but let them not deprive the workman
of his greatest blessing, the Sabbath of the
Lord—that day that fits him for the dis-
charge of his duty here, and pFfepares him, un-
-der God’s blessing, for the engoymwnt.of en’
‘eternal Sabbath hereafter. 7.

On Sabbath forenoen we -sought out
and found the place of worship where Dr.
Blaikie - meets with his congregation from
Sabbath to Sabbath. The Dr. and bis peo-
ple have no Chuzch—they meet in a Hall, or, -
as Dr. Blaikie puts it, * jn. their own uppex.
room, aad their own hired house.” They do
80, however, rather from necersity than from
choige, for although this mode of meeting may
sound quite Apoxtolic, they are in the meyn-
time obliged.to adopt it, for.acertaia Church
which they consider belongs: to fiem hus
passed over into the hands of a Unitarian -
congregation. It was communion Sabhatn
in this congregation, and it was easy to sce
that there was at letst. one coungregation i.
Boston that stood out firmly against all in-
vovations, . Here o table was' spread unl,,
duly covered with o white -clothy as in gig.

olden tishe. Nothing but thadald Psalugy;
avid were sung, - \We ‘need SCACe.y. 8q¥g.:
that there was no “organ.” Tie ?r--mﬁ :
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stood in his desk and led the music ; no organ,
no choir, not even the singing of the Para-
phrases, is tolerated. The great majority of
worshippers were Nova Scotians. A few
Scotsmen mingled with them, but we were
told no Bostonians, with one solitary excep-
tion, ever thought of joining them. Indeed,
many Nova Scotians, after spending afew years
in Boston, begin to think the services rather
bald, and wander forth into other congregati-
ons, where they can hear finer music, and sit
in more fashionable Churches. The same pro-
blem here meets Dr. Blaikie which meets
many others on both sides of the Atlantic.
He must either introduce an organ, or lose
many of his people. If, the organ be intro-
duced, he feels that he is opening the flood-
gates for what he cozsiders a perfect tide of
innovations, and is further guilty of an act
of will-worship. If he does not introduce
it, his people will leave him and find their
way into other Churches, where they may im-
bibe false views and be led astray by unsound
teaching and impure doctrine. The Unita-
rians and Universaiists are numerous in the
city. They have beautiful Churches, excel-
lent music, and attractive services. Still, we
think the Dr. does not for a moment hesitate
as to the course he must pursue. He sets
his face firmly against every change, and
holds on in the old way, singing his Psalms
and preaching his sermons. As to the wisdom
of his course, there will always be the great-
est difference of opinion. One thing is at
least certain—the Dr. labours diligently
among the Nova Scotians in Boston, and if
they will insist upon listening to the words
of unsound teaching, and be led aside from
“ the old paths,” it is from no want of atten-
tion and vigilance on his part.
W. B. E. 1., 5. M.G
August 24(h. B

e () e

The Church of Scotland and her
4 Accusers,

( Continued. )

OUR Church has been represented as hav-
ing lost all her genuine pulpit power and
worth at the secession. Her ministers have
been pourtrayed in figures and terms such as
could not have been conceived for one mo-
ment, either in charity or good taste, and
such as ought not to have escaped the lips of
weak and dependant men. And while we
feel it to be a delicate subject on which to
treat, even in self-defence, we believe impor-
tant practical lessons may be learned from its
consideration. For we conceive that the
history of the last twenty-two years affords
a commentary pregnant With lessons for those
who would arrogate to themselves the honour
which is dus to God only,and limit the good-
ness-of God to themselves, to the exclusion
of those from whom they differ,—which should
teach them to reflect that the measure they
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deal out to others may very soon be meted
out to themselves.

We believe, on the authority of many who
have the best opportunity and are most com-
petent to judge, that in no previous period
of the same length of time have so many
young men of talent, piety and pulpit power
come forward, in our Church, as during the
last twenty years,—and some of world-wide
fame; and never had our Church been so
overstocked with licentiates of high qualifica-
cations as at the present time, so that there
are applications for vaeancies by fifties. And
while we freely admit that many of the ablest
and most worthy ministers left our Church
in 43, who were fitted to prove ornaments in
any Church,—and some of these are stiil
shining lights in our world,—yet, we ask
where are those coming forward to take the
plaece of those removed from the conflicts in
the Church militant—where are those educa-
ted in their Church to be compared with those
who are gone? And how comes it that the
Free Church has publicly and repeatedly to
deplore the scarcity of young men of talent
and pulpit qualifications to occupy the place
of those who have been taken from them ?
Should we uot all receive the divine admo-
nition and warning: “Let no man glory in
men;” “Every one that exalteth himself
shall be abased ?” .

Our Church has also been represented as
having only retained a fraction of those with-
in her pale previous to *43. This has bees
80 often and so boldly put forth that the
credulous and unsuspicious might have re-
ceived it as an ascertained fact ; and all who
would be induced to follow the multitude,
influenced by no better motive, might have
been induced to leave the ranks of our Church.
But this was the very opposite of the truth.
The great majority of ministers and people
remained with us. This might be shewn at
length. The single fact that the great majo-
rity of marriages are celebrated by the min-
istera of our Church sufficiently proves this,
as has heen recently very clearly shewn in
the British press. It is readily admitted that
in many parishes in the Highlands, and in
part of the Islands, the majority left our
Church, wheie the people had little means of
receiving information only in declamation
from the pulpit. But even there the num-
bers who continued in our Church far excee
the representations given in many places.
And the vast majority adhering to our Chureh
throughout Scotland, atthe present day, shews
most clearly that our Church must have far
exceeded the Free Church at the Disruption,
or that our Church must have acquired ac
cessions to her sirength, since then, moré
than she had dene during five score years'o
any previous period of her history. Aw
surely it is no unimportant attestation of he¥
strength, zeal and liberality, that during the
last 16 or 17 years, sums have been raised
to ¢pable her to endow nearly 100 additions
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Churches, so that the interest of the sum
Taised and invested shall secure at least £150
annually in all tinre coming to as many eler-
gymen. Surely this is no indication of de-
2y or weakness. We would ask, in what
Previous period has she done so much ? Most
8ssuredly, if our Church has been burning,
she has rot been consumed, but has rather
‘een burniug to put forth clearer and addi-
tional lights.
We have now gone over the several charges
A8 we proposed in the outset) which have
been ‘frequently advanced against our Chureh,
and we trust that it has been made sufficient-
ly clear that these charges may with greater
Propriety be advanced against the aceusers,
Now ‘We shall endeavor to shew the causss
which led to the troubies in onr Church, and
Culminated in the * Disruption.” Already
e shewed that our Church in these Colonies
18 not responsible for the divisions and strife
ind bitterness which have been so widely
own at the expense of true charity. Now
® propose to shew that the causes which
2¢d to the separation at Home, and the many
Sore troubles which followed, was not owing
9 any evil in the constitutjon of our Church
2F to'the majority of those who remained in
Ner, nor because of any foul play from the
State, but rather owing to disturbing causes
Mtroduced by the party in the Chutch who
'¢ld the reins immediately befote the seces-
Yon, And we conceive that these causes, on
“hich s0 much has been said and written,
2re centred as in one or two nut-shells, and
‘}the unfolded in few sentences.

e. Church and State were parties to a .

o
®ompact which had been formed with the
Nsent of both, and which lasted for centu-
ale., In this contract there were doctrinal
"™ secular interests included. The doctri-
Part of the covenant is represented in the
) ®stminster Confession. The Church de-
3%ed that these were her beliefs, and the
,t“" agreed to have these established and
la 8nized as the established religion of Scot-
‘h:ix: To these, both Church‘and Siate gave
t th_\'olunmry assent respectively, and never
?:l"e- used to maintain the_se, as the ground of
la, 510U8 belief, the established religion of the
ong. . And surely no man who believes this
fession to contain the substance of God’s
re ord, and to be grounded thereon, but must
)‘nd‘" this a great boon continued to Scot-

for centuries.

the ®re were also certain rules framed for
of ke of expediency, rather than because
Mgn, "J recognized scriptural authority, de-
Niggpes- 40 be a guide in the settlement of her
Vlyg 3t€8 Or miinisters in vacant parishes, and
o define who should sit and adjudicate
ourts of the Church, To these rules,
Stae o, 0rch and State gave assent. The
Nevep, hever encroached on these rules—has
Ru"._’!;" believe, violated any one of them,

these rules of expediency, which

in t
hoth "

L5

Church and State were both bound in covenant
to maintain, the Church did interfere and sst
aside in two respects, and that without con-
sulting the State. And, even after this had
been done, the State did not interfere, nor
disturb the peaece of the Church, until inter-
ested individuals in the Church sought redress
from the State, because of pecuniary lnss sus-
tained, and ecelesiastical right withheld, on
account of the rules of compact having been
violated by the Chureh, and which the State
was bound to maintain inviolate tor the in-
terest of every individual in the Charch, ra-
ther than for any direct benefit that could
accrue to the State. Instead of one of the
rules of compact which was set aside by the
{ Church, they substituted the Veto Act. = Ac-
! cording to the constitutional rule and practice
of the Church, congregations, when ohjecting
to the settlement of any minister, must assign
: reasons ; according to the new law framed hy
the Church, no reasons need be azsigned. 1In
the second case, according to the constitu-
tional law of the Church, ministers of certain
! specified varishes and charges hac the right
to adjudicate in the Church Courts; but the
new rule admitted ministers occupying quod
saera and side churches, without asking the
assent of the State to this new arrangement.
From these two new rules, all the troubles
between Church and State emanated. T'o
lay the blame of these troubles either on the
constitution of the Church or on the State, is

I8 day have either attempted to change, !

i one of the most culpabls accasations that has
; ever heen invented against any party or indi-
Pvidual. IHad the State framed any new sot ot
rules, and forced them on the Ciwurch, then
. there would he just ground of remonstrance
. or complaint. (;n the contrary, the dominant
! party in the Church framed these rules, and
the Sta‘e would not have interfered, had not
the Church sought redress. This being done,
shé must needs define the laws of contract,
and assert the fair meaning of them for the
right of those sustaining injuries thereby.
But, to make this still clearer, and level to
the meanest understandisg j—supposirg a
teacher under our new School Act, who had
borne an excellent character, and had passed
a satisfactory examination, were to uffer him-
self to the trustees of a certain schonl sectiog,
and that these trustees refused to employ him,
and allowed the section to sustain the serious
loss of wanting a school. Would it serve
these trustees to say in a court of justice, and
assign no reason, we eonsidered the teacher
incompetent—we deem ourselves better
Judges, without trying him, than his examin-
ers, atter subjecting him to the most se irching
and frequent trial? Surely. without a triay, it
were inconsistent with justice or right reasay
%0 reject him, to his injury, and likewise, the
great loss of the section. Would sach de-
fence serve, when called to pay the peralty
imposed on Trustees by the new school bl ?
Again, were any section to say : we are pot

satisfied with three trustees: we must have
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four., Were any troubles to arise, it requires .
little demonstration to prove that the acts of |
these four trustees could not stand the testia
Court, aeting under the new bill. And what ‘t
use to frame laws of any kind, if persuns are |
allowed to break them at will P Ihat whiei |
constitutes the excellency of the British rule
18, that not only good laws are devised, but |
also enforced. Of what advantage can the!
lawa of God be to incividuals or communities, .
bat in the ooservance of them ; and what oc- |
casions all evil but the violation of them? |

Thus, in the violation of the constitutional ;
and accredited laws of our Church, ministers |
werz rejectec, and ministers were admitted |
into ths Church Courts, and.allowed to adju |
dicate in civil and ecelesiastical matters, and |
tius an opportunity was afiorded to those
who felt that they had been wronged, to bring
the Chureh into collisicn with the State, and
to obtain sentence submitting the Church to
civil penaliies.

Now, four things may serve to prove that
neither the Constitutional Church of Scotlend
nor the State was to blame for the troubles
which ensued ; but, rather, those who were
vledged tr maintain the rules and laws of con-

tract, and vet introduced new rules and new
elements into the Chureh Courts, which caus- ‘
ed these troubles and grievances.

First: After the secession of '43, the
Church reveried to her constitutional laws in
the admission of ministers, and did not ad-
mit any to sit in her Church Courts but such
us had a legal ecclesiostical right. Hence i
there has been no collision between Church
and State since the Disruption. Secovd:|
Phe Church made the requisite provisivn for}
admitting quod sacra ministers imo the,
Churech Courts, aud the State at once con-
sented to have these admitted into the com-
paet, on the same terms witn those formerly |
received. Third: The Free Church bas not |
adopted the principle involved in the Veto |
Act, when they framed laws for themselves. |
And moreosver, they do not regard it a suffi- |
cient reason for admittiag into the Church |
fourts, that a minister Jabors in a certin |
field, or that he is ordained. 'The people to
whom he ministers must make up a certain
fixed salary before he is ullowed to sit in
Church Courts and adjudicate there in mat- ‘
tere spiritual or xemporal_. And thus they
may (as had been often laid to the charge of
our Church) exclude a much wiser and better
winister from the Church Courts than some |
who rule in their Church. Fourth: The fact |
of separating from the ‘hslahlished Church |
Coes not prevent collision with the State, |
when the ecclesiastical and s2cular rights of |
individuals are interfered with, contrary to!
the rules of compact framed for the guidance .
and protection of the society, This s ahun. :
dantlv verified in the case of McMillan versus |
the Free Church.

We have now gone over the several points |
propesed at the outset of our review. In our |

. pear in next
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next paper we shall adduce some testimonials
of the friends of the Church, who spoke of
her when interested in her welfare, and then
of those who gave their willing and disinter-
ested testimony, and eonelude our subject
with some general observations.

A, XK.

B T

Meoting of the Synod of New Bruns-
wick.

Tur Synod of our Church in New Bruns-
wick held its session at Fredericton in the
second week of August; and, as we had the
happiness of being present, we can certainly
say that a more agreeable meeting of Bynod
we seldem, if ever, attended. The weather
was beautiful —the place of meeting very de-
lightful—our friends in the city most kind,
and every member of the Court anxious
to promote the best interests of the Church.
The Synod sermon (which, the readers of the
Lecord may see, was an excellent one) was
preached by Mr. Kidd of Richmond. Dr.
Donald was chosen Moderator, and Dr.
Broeke acted as Clerk of Synod. 'Fhree of
the ministers of New Brunswick were absent.
The Synod of Nova Scotia and Prince Ed-
ward Isiand was fully represented, having, i
addition to the Corresponding Members, no
less than three of the brethren from the Pic-
tou Presbytery attending the deliberations of
the Court. Our welcome was most cordial,
and our intercourse with the brethren in New
Brunswick most agreeable.

The Synod of our Church in New Bruns-
wick is numerically less than that of Nova
Seotiz andd Prince Edward Island. Several
of the charges are at present vacant. Many
cof the stations are not yet in a position to
support those ministers settled among them,
and, consequently, are aided by the parent
Church. Still, the Synod in the other Pro-
vince has many elements of strength and
prosperity. She numbers among her mem-"
bers such names as those of Dr. Donald, Dr.
Brooke, 1)r. Henderson and Mr. Ross,—
veterans in the service of the Church, who
have long been laborers in the Colonial field,
and whose experience must always be valu-
able in guiding the deliberations of Synod, -
as their character and learning impart diguity
and strength to the Court. 'They have also
young men brim-full of enthusiasm, willing
to do their work, and able to do it well
Several measures of importance were ear:
nestly but calmly discussed, and several
important findings recorded. Some of those
were of a local character, and others of 8
more general: but, as the Minutes may ap-
No. of the Reeord. we need not
give them in detail. The members from the
Synod of Nova Scotia and Prince Edwar
Island were, however, specially pleased with
the following resolutions :— ,

1. A grant of 840 from the Synod




towards the Monthly Record, and & promise
from members to use their influence In mak-
ing our Church ergan known, and in pro-
moting its circulation throughout their differ-
ent congregations.

2. A most cordial resolution to co-operate

-with our Synod in the Foreign Mission
Scheme. For this purpose, collections were
appointed to be made in all the Churches
within the bounds upon a particular Sabbath
duly specified. With the proceeds, native
teachers may be supported until the services
of a missionary can ge secured.

3. A very general expression of the desi-
rability of having a Divinity Hall in Halifax
for educating young men for-the ministry in
the Lower Provinces. To bring the matter |
to a practical issue, a Committee was ap- |
pointed to correspond with the Committee of l
our Syned, and report fully at next meeting
of Court. In the event of those Com- |
mittees being able to report favorably and |
arrange the details, it was thought that the i
amount of peeuniery support expected from
Wew Brunswick could be easily furnished.

4. The question of the Union of the Synod |
of New Brunswick ‘with the Syncd of Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island. Upou
'this matter members ‘expressed themselves |
wost favorably, and many excellent argu-
‘ments were advanced to shew that both
Synods would be benefitted by the contem- |

Plated change. In the mean time, however,
1t was found necessary to proceed with cau- [
tion, as rashness in this matter might injure
the civil interests of the Church in ‘x{*ew l
runswick. That Synod is incorporated, ,
and holds its property under the designation

9f “The Synod of New Brunswick in cor- ,

Nection with the Church of Scotland,” and |

t was feared that any change in the name |

Might injuriously affect the temporal inter- |

s of the Church. In the mean time, a i

~-Ommittee was appointed to take legal advice |

In the matter and correspond with the S‘ynod i

Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

IfI.Jnio'h under the present Act of Incorpo- !

™tion be impossible or inadvisable, a new
¢t can be easily obtained; and, from the
tacter of the members of Committee, and
the attention which we know they will give |
< wus matter, we feel sure that the Synods

Will be united at no distant day.
¢ The resolution to form * Lay Associ-

?"nﬂ" throughout the bounds of the Synod. |
lere, as in Nova Scotia, several of the con- |

cie ations are too weak and scattered effi-
thenuy to support Gospel ordinances among |

Doty BY this agency, however, it is ex-

wh ted that this misfortune can be remedied |
an zn, the stronger congregations shall have ’
to J:p_ortumty of extending a helping hand |

A in

'

elr weaker neighbors. In this matter,
28 g, S20Y others, the Synod expressed itself l
0uch indebteq to my excellent friend and r

Co.
h?;‘:({)lfgate’ Dr. Inglis'of Charlottetown, for

assistance in sketching out & plan of

IN NOVA SCUTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

operation. We believe that tke Lay Associ-
ation will prove eminently successful.

Such are some of the matters which came
before the Court. They may serve to ind -
cate the state and temper of our Church in
the sister Province, and to shew the anxiey
of her ministers to promote her best interests.
One thing, at least, we can certainly say : that
those who represented the Synod of Nov+
Scotin and Prince Edward Island retuine.
home much refreshed by their visit £, the
sister Synod, and hopeful as to the futwre of
our Church in the Lower Provinces.

5. M. G

— Qe

To the Censorious.

THERE lutely appeared, in the nages of o:r
Recard, a well-timed paper from a wortay
Scottish minister, in which he shows that the
Parent Church is not behiud other Churches.
but rather in advanee of most of them, in ivr
princely Christian libera'ity; and that the
reason why she dees not manifestly appear so,
is because she does not strive for publicity in
reports, orin the Church Record, Our Chusch
labours in striving to do her work well, rarher
than let her left hand know what Ler right
doeth, :

The very opposite course hasbaen too muciy
pursued of late in the pages of our Record.
It has been made the vehicle of public cen-
sure, 10 an extent very unbecoming the pages
of a Church Record, "It has been employed
by elders to censure ministers, by ministers to
censure elders, and by ministers to censure
ministers and congregations, Now, we beg
to object to this system for various reasons,
It is very offensive to many of our readers.
Itirjures the true interests of our Church. It
i8 quite the reverse of the dignified exampie
shown to us by the Home Church, Itis con-
trary to the constitution of our Church, Aud
it is opposed to the spirit and letter of our

| inspired Directory. If a brother offends, Lv

neglecting to attend the Church Courts or
otherwise, he is not censurable until he has
done 8o several timss, agsigning no reasons.
1f cne private brother offends against another,
he is not to bring him before  the Church,"
until he has again and again remonstrated
with him in private. And, surely the same
rule is not the less binding on Chureh officers,
or less necessary that they should observe it
towards oneanother. ¢ Rebuke not an elder,”
&e., & . '

‘The manzer, too, in which one is put in
contrast with another or others, is as offensive
as it is ungenerous and unjust; and, in tos
mary cases, it would seem to sey, ** behoid
me,” “see what I am doing,” to the dispar-
agement of others.

I3 it tair, because ministers and elders from
one or two weak congregations have attended
Synod once or twice,toplace them in invidious
comparison with such as had never before

n
S
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been ebeent, and was never absent on & tour
of personal enjoyment, and with auch as tra-
velled further, and oftener, and longer to
Church Courts than many, and who had done
more to build up the Courts of our Church in
soveral places, than most othera? * I trow
not.”

Is it kind to single out individual ministers
and congregations, beeause their collections,
in rome instances, have not been equal to
‘hat of two or three other congregations? Is
it just, reasonable or scriptural to expect as
much from congregations who had not regular
miuistrations for one-half the period of their
exister.ce, as from those who had the preach-
ed Gospel almost continuously, and double or
three times as long as the others? Is it
proper for ministers who have had the foun-
dation well ]aid by others, and who have only
fiad to walk into their shoes, and have, for
the most part, cnly lahoured in their one
charge, to he measuring their strength with
those who labored to the huilding up of seve-

ral congregations, and who are again engag- |

ed in the same arduous work ? * I trow
not.”

As regards the writer, he is quite prepared,
taking the standard fair'y, that has been so
freely applied—¢ eomparing ourselves among
ourselves”—to measure with some others.
If we have failed with regard to the Lay As-
sociation, the blame rests with the Preshy-
tery, uot less than with us, For, although
they instituted it in all the other congrega-
tions, 'they failed to do 80 in one of mine.
If we have not done as much as we ought for
the McUillivray monument, and assuredly we
did not,the blame should r.ot be cast on elders
and ministers, while the matter was entrusted
to a lay commiitee in adjoining congregations.
As regards contributions to Dalhousie Cal-
lege, leaving out a few individuals who con-
tributed largely in two or three towns,—and
some of these, be it observed, owe their abili-
ty to their friends in the country, as much as
the Church is indebted to their liberal-mind-
edness,—the contributions in our congrega-
tions will bear a very favourable comperison
with any other in the circuit.

Gentlemen should refrain from speaking
and writing aa if the Church owed what she
is to tbeir zeal and liberality, We advise
them to cease rebukir}g -tlmir seniors in age,
and, perhaps, not their inferiors in true zeal,
wisdom and prudence. Pursuing their line of
progress in some things, we fear they may run
themselves as well as others down.” And, if
a few complacently put themselves into the
front, assuming the pre-eminence, and the
right of censuring at will, a8 well that we have
bishops at once, ard dispenae witk presbytery
rule and trouble. A MK,

s ) e
WE heg to acknowledge receipt of a copy

of the Calendar of Queen’s College, Canada,
for 1865-86.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Report of the Colonial Committee,
for the year ending May 1865,

Submitied at the last General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, by the Rev. Prof.
Stevenson, D. D., Convener.,

Tur Colonial Mission of our Church was
originally organized for the +pecific purpose of
providing Scotch emigrants and their offspring
with religious instruction and ordinances con-
formed to the faith and practice of their mother-
country: and s*cth has continued, ever since, to
be the main acope of its operations. Butit must
have been obvious from the first, that the patriotic
enterprise could not, in practice, be rigourously
restricted to this limited sphere ; for our minis-
ters in the colouies would, of course, gladly ex-
tend their services to xil classes of settlers who
were disposed and qualified to avail themselves
of the privilege, from whatever quarter they had
come. Still, by experience and the progress of
events, a range considerably wider than even this
has been prescribed for the Mission; and its
present state therefore seems to require a few
words of preliminary explonation.

It is perhaps only in a modified sense that the
British possessions in the Indian Ocean, and in
or on the Caribbean Sea. can be called colonies;
at any rate. this name is applied to them in a
gense very different from that in which it is given
to the North American and Austrslian provinces.
To the latter, humble industry betakes itself fot
a permanent home ; while to the West Indies. to
Mauritius and to Ceylon, capitalists, with their
requirite staff of clerks and overseers, resort tem-
porarily, alone, in the hope of increasing their
wealth, partly throngh the labour of coloure
natives, and partly through that of Coolies, im-
ported, under indenture, from the Malahar coast
and the Bay of Ber.gal. Noris thisallthat, rela-
tively to our Mission, distinguishes these two
classes of settlements from one another. It s0
happens that, in the intertropical colonies, there
is a numeraus body of native Presbyterians. in no
sense emigrants, and in no way connected with
Scotland, many of them derived from the south-
ern races, and coloured. but many of them also
descended from a Dutch, and some of them from
a Portuguese, ancestry. Moreover, in there colo-
nies, our minsters enjoy, to a considerable ex-
tent, the advantages of an ecelesiastical estab-
lishment, and draw their stipends, wholly or in
part, from the treasuries of the local govers-
ments ; whereas, in the other quarters of the
world which have been referred to, as is wel
known, our branch of the Church is, with excep-
tions more anparent than real, left to her own
resources. Uuder these different conditions, it
is impossible that the operations of the Colonial
Committee could be governed by the application
to all cases of one inflexible rule. The sequel ©
this Report will shew how those whom the Gene’,
ral Assembly has entrusted with the conduct ©
this Mission, have endeavoured to accommodat?
their action to varying circumstances and specis’
emergencies.

I. Burtisi Noxrta AMERICA.—Conceding the
precedence to tlis as the most advanced, if »
also the most extensive, of our Colonial posse®”
sions, and referring for details to the tabulsf
statement prefixed, our attention i« first due ¢
Canada, and there, to Queen’s College. At ¢
date of their Jast Report, the Committee wer§
mournfully anticipating the tidings of Princip%
Leitch’s death ; and it turned out that even wh!
they were communicating their apprehensions ;o
the General Assembly, the fatal stroke had
ready fallen. Lamented by all who knew him
this country, as a man of rare accomplishme?
tof the most attractive social qualities, a!




e W L VD T wmiRTE T 0 T

IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES, i¥in

*terling Christian worth, his premature decease
was felt in Canada, espgeially by the Presbyte-
rian inhabitants who malntain their connection
with our Church, to be a great public cal_amlt‘y;
for his brief career as the head of their University
hiad inspired the friends of that institution with
confidence in his sagacity as an administrator,
and admiration of his ability as a teacher of di-
vinity. But it is unnecessary to dwell here on
the distressing subject. The reputation. which
Dr. Leitch had attained in his adopted country,
and the wail of grief which his death excited
there, are amply attested by minutes received by
the Colonial Committee from the Trustees of
Queen’s College, as part of their annual Report,
and printed in the Appendix.

Itis only with the theological department of
the teaching in the Presbyterian University
of Canada that the Church of Scotland is di-
vectly. or even at all. concerned; and her con-
nection with that is simply a result of her own
bencficenee. Ever since the foundation of Queen’s
College, or at least rince the appointment of the
first Principal, the Colonial Committee has, by
direction of the General Assembly, contributed
£300 a year to that officer, in his secondary capa-
city as primaiius professor of divinity; and itis
because she is thus a benefactress of the institu-
tion, that the Trustees regularly tiausmit to her

“a copy of their Annual Report. -Of course the
‘continuance of this grant depends on the plea-
"sure of the Home Church herself; but the time
for its eventual cessation, which will no dunbt be
‘determined with a generous regard to the circum-
_Stances and wants of the colony. does not appeur
%o have yet arrived. 1f indeed the local support-
ers of the seminary were themselves remiss, the
Cauge which they would in that case be betrdy-

ng, might be abandoned as hopeless. But'a
8rowing prosperity has rewarded their indefiti-
#able real; and by supplementing their funds.the

hristians of Scotlund obtain the privilege of
helping those who are cnergetically helping
themselves,

Without lors of time. the Trustees filled up the
Vacaney which the death of Dr Leitch had caus-
¢4, by the appointment, as his suecessor, of Dr

Nodgraas, a minister of onr'Church, who had for
Many years served the cong-egation of St, Paul’s,
In the ity of Montreal. Under hisactive super-

Intendence, Queen’s College coutinues tn pros-
_Per. “I'ke report in the A pendix shews that,
during the wession of 1864-6g. there were sixteen |
Mudents of divinity in attendance on the classes
In that' faculty, while in the Arts' classes there |
Were fifieen who had intimated their intention of
2dopting the clerical profession. Infarmation |
Ofa 8tiIl Jater date communicates the fact that, |
t the graduation on the 30th of March lust, the !
£8Fee of M. D. was conferred or no fewer than
Yixteen medical students. The quality, more-
a%er, of the education which is conferred at King-
"I"“. may be so far deduced from the' fact that a
:B8ter of Arts who gratiuated there, dfter greatly
.cl"“nguishing himself in some of onr theological
a Jt8es during the last session, lately passed, in
!h'my most creditable to himself, the whaole of
:ine €Xaminatjons for the literary degree of B D), ¢
12U metropolitan Uuiveraitv.
Or the Ministers of the Canadian Synod in
Rection with our Chureh. no legal provisiog -
exi € nature of an ec-lesiastical ‘?stablishvnmxt;
' sts. en, a number of years nga, the cler. !
V-Ieserves of ‘the colony were confisented, the
“be: ‘,°f them was, through the self denying .
an e‘d"y of the actual incimbents, formed fnto |
N e“ OwWment fund, which is, of course, the pri. :
SlajyPTOPErty of the Nynod, wholly beyond the '
% aund the control of the local government,

. con
1

tled charge belonging te the hody whose property
itis: butthat cousnmmation has never yet been
attained : and it is now doubtful whether tiie
annual revenue can be soincreased as to meet the
claims of recent and prospective charges. Hence,
though the older congregations are not only self-
sustaining, but many of them also able and will-
ing to aid their brethren who are struggling into
existence as churches in remote districts, and on
the skirts of the primeval wilderness, into whick
crowds of immigrants are continually pouring,
the ery for help from home suffers no perceptib'e
abatement. The young ministers who are. year
after year, turned out by Queen’s College for mnis-
sionary and pastoral work. are aitogether inade-
quate 'to the demand for such labourers: and
when they.go to their several spheres of Christixn
activity, thidy often carry nothing with them but
their zeal und their professional acquirements.
while the means of their subsistence must Le
sought and found elsewhere. It is in those des-
titute loculities, on the frontier of eccupancy, and
among a widely-dispersed population, which.
with slender means. or almost none, is invadiug
and suhduing wildest nature, that the operations
of the Colonial Committee are carried on, Thee,
in concert always with the nearest Presbyterioe,
hy means of salaried missionaries, they aim at th.¢
formation of new congregations. and. by building
grants, lielp these to provide ploces-of worshiy
while, by coutributions in aid of sti‘pend, they
assist such as, already possessing both churche's
and winisters, are unable from their own »re-
sources to maintain them. Looking to the bound-
less and fertile wastes which in Canada still re-
main to be appropriated and tuined into fruitful
fields. and tothe probable continuance, or, it mayv
be, the increase of immigration from the old
country, the field for missionary effort which lies
in this direction, though of course it cannot be
unlimited. discloses no houndary either to onr
observation or to our reasonable conjectures.
For an indefinite length ot time to come, settlers
from Scotland will be found in single families or
in groups of families scastered at distantintervals
along the edge of the vast northern forests ; nnd
even the partial maintenance of religious instruc-
tionand ordinances among these will require not
ouly pecuniary asgistance from home, but a s:te-
cesson also of faithful and robust missionarics,
who witl minister to three or four, or sometimes
as many as six stations, and be prepared for
ride of sixty or seventy miles in order to baptizc
an infant.

In the course of the past year, the Committes
have, for the furtherance of the interests of our
Chnreh in this province, continued the salaries
of twelve missionaries. and contributed grants in
aid of stipend to six congregations, as noted in
the ‘tabular statement. They have. moreover,
sent out to Canada from home, the Rev. Mr.
Aitkenaud the Rev. Mr. Walker, the one to labor
under the superintendence of the Presbytery of
Toronto, the other under that of the Preshytery
of Quebec; nnd they have transferred the ser-

; vices of the Rev. Mr Douglas, previously an aid-

receiving minister at Peterborough, C. W.. in a
mistionary capacity, for one year. to the former

"ot these presbyteries. Finally, after having ob-

tained satixfactory information r'egnydm.g the
title-1eeds of the property and the extinction of
!l debt against it, they have given » donation of
£50 to the building of a chureh at Pittsburgh, in
the Presbytery of Kingston.

In New Brunswick, it appears that one of our
congregations has, in consequence of some early

j connection with the larger province, heen placed

on the Canadian endowment fund: with thig ex-
ception. however, our ministers there are thrown

, ideal goal as . stees of th i s 3 i
fung oo f{) Al aimed at by the Tru 18 | upon their own local resources and cn assistance

00 a.year to every minister of a set

" from home without legal or public provision of
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any kind. For some considerable time_past, an
impression, founded on the best accessible infor-
maticn, has prevailed in the Committee to the
«effect that the members of our Church in this
colony were less energetic and liberal than they
might have been for the support of their pastors
and the advancement generally of the ecciesias-
tical system to which they adhered. It would,
when taking this view, be grossly unfair to over-
Jook the gradual decay in recent years of the
Jumber-trade, long the great staple in New
Brunswick, which has arisen from no lack of en-
terprise among the colonists. but simply from the
exbaustion of easily and profitably accessible
timber. Applying their bestjudgment, however,
1o the actual state of the case as it w .8 reported
to them, the Committee deemed it their duty to

|

|
|
|

witkdraw some of their grants’ in aid of stipend ;

and considerably to reduce others with the view
of stimulating increasedglocal etlort. Still, as the
tabular statement shows, they have had seven
congregatious on their list as stipendiaries. Be-
sides, they have sent out as a missionary to St.
John, the capital of the provirce, the Kev. Mr
‘Caie, a native of the colony, whose stndies in the
arts’ clasres were completed at Kingston, C. W,
and in theology at our metropglitin University,
-and whore character, abilities and
‘have inspired the Committee with the highest
hoves of his professional success.

The Synod of Nota Ncotia, including Prince

t

|
|

i
t

acquirements | comparison with anv publication of the

|
I
i

Edward’s Island Cape Breton and Newfoundland, !

ix, as regards endowments,
than the adjacent colony of
'The spirit, however,
ministers and the people connected with our
iChurch in these provinces have lately. to some
.considerable extent, compensated for that defici-
ency. Salaries to seven missionaries and grants
in aid of stipend to two ministers, as stated in
‘the tabular view, were contributed for the last
{ear by the Committec, both classes of payments

aving been materially modified from the first
amount, aud admitting of furtheg gradual reduc-
tion in eons‘eﬁuence of the active efforts which
have been made to raise a local fund for Church
extension. One Gaelic speaking missionary—
the Rev. Mr Anderson—was sent out a few
months ago from home ; but there is still a press-
ing want of labourers, partly in Nova Scotia and
especially in Prince Edwari’s Island, where, for
settlers from the Highlands of Scotland and their
descendants, u knoviledge of the Gaeliclanguage
is, if not quite indispensable, yet certainly af the
greatest importance. The transference of the
Rev. Mr Law from Pugwash. on the peninsula, to
‘the island just named, which hus been propos«d
by the Presbytery of Pictou and sanctionec by the
‘Committee, may infer a better distribution, but
obviously canrot increase the strength of tile
ministerinl work within the bounds of the Synod.
A contribution of £50 to the cost of buiiding a
church at the Mines.in Pictou. granted "on
the usual conditions as regards the title deeds
and the extinction of all debt against the proper-
ty, completes the narrative, f?r the year, of the

ommittee’s operativus in this part of the Colo-
nial field.

Tustead of tbe usual report from the venesable
superintendent of Missiohs in Nova Scotia, the
General Assembly wili, this year, meet with a
mere blank. Forty years ago, and somewhere
about five years after his airival on the shore of
his adopted country, the Rev. John Martin
pteached at Truro on the 3lst day of May 1825,
the first sermon—said to have been an able one—
before the first Presbytery Which was constituted
in the colony 'I'hroughout 2 long life, the ardor
of his attachment to the parent-Church was
balamced by its unswerving constancy, and ciown-
ed by a nieasure of pro essional activity which

no better furnished
New Brunswick. '
and the liberality both of the

'
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may justly be characterized as prodigious. Un-
deterred by any distance of place or by any in-
convenience of time.&e was incessantly emplov-
ed about the great Father’s business ; often min-
istering, as he could find opportunity, among the
sons of toil, at early dawn, on the quays of Hali-
fax ; and always ready at the call of cuty, reck

less alike of fatigue and of storm, to carry the
consolations and the ordinances of the faith by
which Le was inspired to the homes of the re-
motest settlers in the province. ‘Of few men
sinue the days of the chiefest Apostle could it be
more truly said than of John Martin, that he
was *‘instant in season, out of season” ; and to
his exertions and example, heartily seconded hy
younger colleagues, the recent awakening and
Clristian energy of the Acadian branch of
our Church are, no doubt, under the Divine bless-
ing, in some good measure attributable. Nor
were his patriotic labours confinedto the strictly
professional routine. ** His religious paper—
The Guardian—was devoted principally to the
cause of his Churchand of sound morality ;* and
for years, also, he edited The Monthly Record of
the Church of Scotland in Nova Scotic and the
Adjoining Provinces—a periodical which, for in-
terest and variety of matter, may challenge 3
in

in the old country. Ten years ago. Mr Martin
resigned the charge of St. Andrew’s, Halifax,
and by the Colonial Committee of the time was
appointed to the new. and perhaps anomalous
office of '* Superintendent of Missions,” with a
salary not more than nominal It may be pre-
sumed that this arrangement was devised with
the benevolent intention of providing an honovr-
able retirement for a faithful labourer whose
overtasked powers a length needed repose and
exemption from both toil and care. But Mr
Martin’s was not a spirit which could brook any
mere sinecure : and during seven more years,
besides exercising a vigilant supervision over the
ecclesiastical affairs of the province, the white-
haired old man devoted himeelf, indefatigably as
ever, to ministerial work in its remoter and
more destitute localities. These 1ater cfforts
were followed by a seclusion ofabout three yeurs.
imposed on him by increasing infirmities :
towards the end of autumn last his health began
to fail rapidly : and an obituary notice, quote:

from a colonial paper of Fevruary. records the
rest :— Died at Elmsdale, on the 22nd inst, in
the seventy-fifth vear of his uge, after alingering
illness, borne with humbie and pious resignation
to the will of his heavenly Master, the Rev, John
Martin, for many years pastor of St. Andrew’s

. Church in Halifax, and more recently Superin-
"tendent of Missions in connection wit

the
Church of Scotland. Je hasnow gone to receive
the reward cf a good and faithful servant, having
laboured long and earnestly in the cause of his
Redeemer "'~ .,
In order that their recent operations in British
Columbia und the state of the Mission there may
be made thoronghly intelligible, the committe®
venture to prefix a few retrorpective remarks t0
the section of their report which relates to that
colony. More than six years ago it was resolve®
to send a minister of our Church thither ; and by
a succession of udvertisements, offering a_ guar”
anteed salary of £300 a year, applicants for th®
appointment were invited to present themselves:
For seversl years, however, no respouse Wi
made to these invitations; and the inciden“"l
costs, of the Spevial Commission to British G
ana pressed so heavily on their resources that
the committee were by no meang averse to p"saa
pone temporarily an_enterprise which they P
never abandoned or forgotten, Atlength.ne&“(.’
two years since, deeming their funds to be suﬁ“ﬁ
eatly disemburassed for warrantable action. an
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having at theix command the services of the Rev.
James Nimmo, a minister of high talent and con-
tiderable colonial experiencg, they sent him out,
on the terms originally propfred, to plant a con-

" Rregation of our Church at Vietoria, in Vancou-

ver’s Island. The earlier intelligence ‘hich,
after his arrival, came to them from that remote
region, was by no means re-agssuring. An Irish
’resbyterian minister, the Rev. Mr Hall, had
previously secttled in the colonial eapital : his
ministrations had attracted almost all the Non-

piscopalian Protestantism of this place. and a

andsome buildina had been erected for his use.
When Mr Nimmo reached his destinrtion, some-
Where abont thirty staunch friends of the Church
of Scotland received him with a hearty welcome ;
but the adherents of Mr Hall, whose laudable
efforts had entailed on them some pecuniary ob-
igations looked, notunnaturally, with a sinister
€ye on our missionary. se an intruder whose
DPresence iaterfered with the success of their
Plans. Subsequent letters, by irresistible evi-
ence, satisficd the committee that, for a minis-
ter with a family at Victoria, the covenanted
Salary of £300 was utterly inadequate; while yet,
for an indefinite period at any rate, little, or even
Dext to nothing in the way of supplement was

- likely to be contributed on'the spot: and there.

Upon an addition of £150 per annum for two

. Years was conceded, leaving the amount still ma-

terfally short/of what had been shewn to be requi-

. .ﬁte. he next communication described in

Strong language the difficulties which stoed in the
Way of the Mission, and even suggested tae pro-
Pﬂety of its abandonment ; but added that if a
iberal donstion—£1500—could be bestowed from
Rome on the building of a ¢hureh, there might
Still Be a hope of ultimate success. Sueh was
state of things at the date of last year’s re-
Dort, after consideration of which, the General
$sembly authorized the committee to do their
st, if they should see fit, for the collection, by
:,“lblcriptiona or otherwise, throughout the
‘hurch, of a special building fund for British
olumbia,

No attempt to execute this zroject was ever
:‘de' A few days after the termination of the
te‘-embly’s sittings, the committee received let-
h" of the most discouraging kind, by which Mr
mimmo and Lis managers alike. in "a strain- of
Y ter despondeney, recommended that the Mis-

90 should be finally withdrawn. Tidings so
‘verse to their hopes and wishes threw the com-
ittee into a state of great perplexity. Satisfied
t the failure was not attributable to Mr Nim-
00, of whose activity as a pastor and ability asa

Teacher they hai conclusive evidence, but
erely to the untoward circumstances in which
“:ehﬂd entered on his labours, and that it might
ta Tefore admit of an ultimate, though perhaps a
le: Y and distant remedy; they were neverthe-
tur' 8eriously alarmed at a prospective expendi-
© of indefinite amount, which, though mere

Otey ang the spiritual benefit of even a single
bey, are incommensurables, might be turned to
ﬁeme.“ account in other quarters of the Celonial
abag while yet they were extremely unwilling to
do Loon the enterprise, because if they were to

vo0 Now, they could scarcely expeet at any
sh:n Ke_nod hereafter, to obtain a footing for our
any D in the colony. ‘Before they had come to
o, ecision, however, their deliberations were
b!lrx ectedly arrested by the arrival, in Edin.
Re o f the Rev. Mr M*Lure from Londonderry.
Iﬂfl:’elt’enting the Colonial Mission Board of the
Neoy resbyterian Church, his object in visiting
sor tahd was that of selectirif a svitable succes-
doti 00 Rev. Mr Hall, who bad intimated his
tariq Nation to retire from his charge at Vie-
"aan The congregation which that gentleman

0ut to leave, had 1esolved that the vacant

office should be filled only by a S8cotchman ; and
a majority of its members were understood to
have expressed a decided preference for a minis-
ter of the Church of Scotland. To the committee
here, the transference of Mr Nimmo to the first
Presbyterian Chureh of the colony would have
been a most acceptable arrangements but the
local feeling of jealousy referred to above put this
out of the question. \With Mr M‘Lure, however,
as frank as he was generous, negotiation proved
to be both easy and agreeable. T'o occupy his
pulpit at Londonderry, and afford him the means
of forming an independent judgment on a selec-
tion of great importance, the committee sent over
one of their approved candidates.the Rev.Thomas
Somerville, in whom they had entire confidenoe,
and the result, so far. has.vindicated their choice.
Mr M‘Lure was thoroughly satisfied,and his com-
munication to that effect was responded to by a
substantinlly unanimous call, addressed to
Somerville by the congregation at Victoria-—~more
than substantially umanimous, indeed, for, by let-
ters accompanying it, the committee were assured
that the long document,had post-haste permitted,
would have contained the name in holograph cf
every church member in the place. - 8o encox-
aging an invitation was at once accepted ; and Mr
Somerville, after having been -ordained at Glas-.
ghw, sailed in February for the scene of his la-
bours. Pending the correspondemce affecting
griele arrangements, communijocations with Mr

immo were necessarily suspended. but his recal
was inevitably implied in what the committee
deemed to be the rightissue of their negotiations
—one Presbyterian congregation being, for the

resent, amply sufficient for the ehief town of

ancouver’s Island. His services have. there~
fore, been tranaferred to British Guiana, wherean
additional minister is urgently required. To this
part of their report no more need be added, than
the statement that. coneeding all that was asked,
the committee agreed to pay Mr Somerville’s
outfit and passage, and to guarantee his stipend
to the extent of £100, for one year.

PR —
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\
Meeting of Halifax Presbytery.

THE ordinary meeting of this Court was held
in the session-room of 8t. Matthew’s Churgh, on
Wednesday. 2nd August, 1865. .

I'resent—Rev. G. M. Grant, Moderator ;. Rev.
G. W. Stewart; Dr. Avery and P. Thompson,
Esgrs., who handed in their comwissions as
representative elders of 8t. Matthew’s and St.
Andrew’s Churches respectivelv.

In the absence of the Clerk, Philip Thqmpson,
Ergq.. was apvointed Clerk pro lem.

he Rev. J. McMillan appeared, and laid on
the table extract of licence from the Presbytery
of Ottawa, which was read, and Mr. McMillan
welcomed as a probationer within the beunds of
the Presbytery. .

A letter from the Rev. Mr. Philip was read,
explaining his inabiliy to be present, and stating
that a grant of £50 atg. would bs required from
the Coﬁminl Committee as supplement for the
year 1865-6. The Presbytery agreed to make
application for the amount through the Mode-
rator. ’ e

A report waa read from Rev. Mr. Philip,

The case of the Rev. Mr. Romans, which had
been referred back to the Presbytery by the
Synod,.was brought up, and the Glerk was in-
structed to communicate with the Halifax Pres-
bytery of the Presbyterian Church of the Lower
Provinces on the subject, and. endeavour te. got
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full informstion before the next meeting of Pres-
bytery.

y’l‘lz Rev. G. W. Stewart asked for a transfer-
ence to the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island.
and for a Presbyterial certificate. Request was
granted, and mueh regret expressed that the valu-
able services of Mr. Stewart were to be lost to the
locality in which he had laboured with so much
acceptance.

A communication was read from therepresen-
tatives of the Session and Trustees of St Andrew’s
Chureh, Musquodoboit, making application for a
supply of preaching. The Moderator was re-
quested to answer the memorial.

Me. Stewart was enjoined to send in a full ang:
exact report of the state of the various distriets
in which he has laboured during the past two
years, before the next meeting of Presbytery.

The Rev. Mr. McMillan was appointed to {nhnr

in St. Andrew’s Church, Halitax, during the |

months of August and October, and in Musquo-
doboit during the month of September.

Rev. Mr. Philip was appointed to supply the
pulpit of St. Andrew’s, Halifax, on the first two
Sabbaths of. September ; and Rev. Mr. Grant on
‘,he two Sabbaths following.

The Clerk was instructed to grant certificates
to the Rev. Mr. Stewart, to enable him to draw
£15 stg. from the Colonial Committee, and £20
stg. from the Presbytery Home Mission, being
half-yearly allowances up to Auguet 9th, 1865.

Mr. Stewart having been appeinted to preach a
Presbytery sermon, the next meeting was ap-
pointed to be held in the usual place on the first
Wedresday of November at 3 o'clook P. M.

Closed with prayer.

G. M. GrANT, Moderator,
P. TaomesoN, Clerk protem.

Presentation to the Rev. Mr. Pollok.
ALBION MINBs, August 18, 1865.

REV'D AND DEAR SIR:

The congregation of St.Johp’sChurch at Albion
Mines, duly sensible of their deep obligation to
you,.not only for the interest you always mani-
fested in their behalf, while they were under your
?utoral charge, but more especially for identi-
fying yourself with them in their eftort in erect-
ing a place of worship for themselves, and pro-
curing necessary means for that purpose, and
supplying them repeatedly with religious ordi-
nances, until stated service had been secured in
their own Church, have deputed us to offer you
the-accompanying sum ($80) as a small token of,
their high esteem for you.

That vou may be long spared. a prominentand
successful servant in the vineyard of your Diyjne
Master, and when his purposes with regard to you
shall have been accomplished, you may have a
triumphant entrance into the enjoyment of your
reward, i+ the sincere prayer of,

Rev'd and Dear Sir,
. Yours very trulv,
. McKeuNzie,
On behalf of the Deputation.

REPLY.

While deeply sensible of this fresh token of the
attachmewt of she people of the Albion Mines to
me, I must, at the same time, gtate that I have
always felt constrained to do what I have done
for the people there,and have often regretted that,
in my circumstances, I was not able to do more.
As to my co-operation in erecting the Church, I
.did not commence it before it became a matter of
Decasaity to the adherents of our Church living at
the Mines, and I oertainly feel thankful that.it

has been brought to a succesgfu) conclusian, ang,
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that you now have a Church commodious and
free of debt. I sincerely hope that your congre:
gation, sensible of God’s goodness to them, an
of the very favourable position in which they
commence their history as a separate geople’
shall exercise mutual forbearance, an seek
unanimity in their choice of a mnister and in al
their subsequent career. * Peace be within your
walls, and prosperity within your palaces.”
Your former pasteor,
ALLAN PoLLOK.

Sabbath, School Picnic.

THE pupils of St. Andrew’s Church Sab-
| bath School, in this town, were very agree
| ably engaged, on Wednesday, 2nd ult., &>
lFisher’A Grant, where the annual Picnic was
held. The participators were conveyed from
town to the Grant, in sail-boats, which afford-
ed a very pleasant sail en the harbour; the
spat selected for the scene of the day’s amuse-
ment was a most favourable one’; and the
various arrangements adopted to make the
juveniles feel “at home,” all contributed to
produce the conviction that much real enjoy-
ment and practical good may be eflected with
very little trouble. A number of Bateman’s
lively hymns were sung on the ground at in-
‘tervals, and a suitable address delivered by
Rev. Mr. Herdman. What with singing and
swinging, racing and feasting, and the stirring
notes of the bagpipes resounding through the
grove all day long, the children appeare
more than delighted, and are no doubt anxt
ously waiting for the time for another such
* merry meeting.”

i () e

Canadas.

TuE Rev. Mr. Paton, who has been oﬁicf'
ating for some time past in St. Andrew®
Church, Montreal, lately received aunanimou$
eall to becorae assistant and successor to th®
Rev. Dr. Mathieson. He announced accep”
tance of the call a fgw Sabbaths ago, and ha®
procecded to Scotland for Ordination™
Presbyterian.

Tug Rev. Dr. Jenkins, of St. Paul’s Chureb®
Montreal, ig at present in Britain, preparinf
to bring out his family to this-country. Ivis
probable he will be here by the end of bl
month.—Ib.

e (e

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

1865 YOUNG MEN'S SCHEME.
Aug.—Cash 8St. Andrew’s Chureh con- - o
gregation, Halifax, £4 0 7h
Musquodoboit congregation, 0 16 %
Belfust congregation, Prince Ed- 6
R wax:ld Island, 3 1% 9
iver John congregation 0 g
gregation, ___’1*
Total, £816}
1865 MISSIONARY SERVICES.
Aug. 8—Cash from Pugwash, per Rey.
8 Mr. Law, grash P %8 1l &

W. GoRDoON, Treasusef*
Pictou, August 30th, 1865




