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ALLIANCE CONFERENCE IN PARIS.
(Continued from page 186.)

Paris, September 18, 1855.

In the cvening, Sweden and Denmark were the
order of the day. Captain Borger, President of the
Evangelical Alliance at Stockholm, took the chair.
Two reports were read, onc on Sweden by Dr. C.
Bergman, and another on Denmark by the Rev. C.
IL. Kalker, of Copenhagen. In the first, allusion was
made to the persecution raised against the Bible-
readers by the Lutheran government and Lutheran
clergy. 'Thiscaused a Swede Lutheran pastor, whose
name I did not cateh, to rise and enter his protest,
declaring that the Independent Bible-readers were
far more narrow-minded in their views, and tyranni-
cal in their stand against the clergy than were the
clergy against them. It is pleasing to hear that the
curse of war has brought a blessing on the Aland
Isles. Soon after the captare of Bowarsund, a pious

' e young man was sent there to awaken the inhabitants

from their lifcless state; and during the nine weeks

‘he was able to preach, a vast number of them were

brought to Chirist. News of this at length reached
Russia, and it was determined to put a stop to his
cfiorts. Butthe Lord prevented our brother from
Leing taken, by the arrival of & steam frigate, the
English commander of which forbade the meectings
being hindered. But when the last vessel had again
disappeared, 2 Russian commissary was scat to arrest
him, and at eleven at night eatered a peasant's house
where o mecting had been held. The commissary’s
postillion, gained to Christ, left the officer, who had
no other means of conveyance, and our brothershad
time to escape back to Sweden. But the work is
done, and remains firm and vigorous.

EVANGELICAL MISSIONS,

The subject of missions was too interesting and
mportant to be passed over by the Conference. It
was therefore taken up on Wednesday morning,~—Dr.
Macleod, of New York, in the chair. The report, pre-
pared by Dr, Barth, was read by Pastor Vallette. It

abounded in facts and statistics concerning the prin-
cipal Protestant missionary societics in the world,
and their progress during the last year.

Professor Sardinony, of Montauban, read s paper
in which he suggested that the Alliance should begin
to do something, and turn its attention toward the
evangelization of the East.

Mr. Lauga, a returned missionary of the Paris
society from South Africa, gave some details on the
country of the Buchuanas and the Bassoutos.

The Rev. Dr. Duff of India, although laboring un-
der severs ir lisposition, spoke with an extraordinary
carnestness. e alluded to the insignificance of the
missionary operations at present undertaken by the
Christian wor’ * in comparison with its ability and its
resources. He said it filled him with something Yike
horror to find that the incomes of several missionary
societies had dimiuished, in consequence of the war,
and dearness of provisions. *Where are the men,”
he asked, “ who have made personal sacrifices rather
than diminish aught of their offerings to the cause
of God? It is a burning disgrace to the profession
of Chlristianity, that when times of corfiparative
scarcity and dearness come, Christians commence the
reduction of their expenditure by withholding their
contributions from the cause of the gospel, leaving
their luxuries and their vanities untouched and un-
diminished.”

The Rev. Mr. Pearse spoke on China and on the
results of Gutzlaff's visit to Europe.

Sir CullingE. Eardley, Dr. Grandpierre, and otbers,

also addressed the meeting. -

SWITZERLAND.

In the evening, Count de St George, of Geneva,
prerided, and introduced the subject of Switzerland.
The rcport was read by Pastor Guder, of Bienne, and
speeches delivered by Pastor Barde, of Geneva, Pas-
tor Legrand, of Basle, Mr. A. Naville, President of
the Evangelical Allianco in Geneva, and others. I
am unable to enter into any particulars, not having
been present.

THE JEWS, '

The Jews received their due share of attention on
Thursday morning, when the Chapel Taitbout pre-
sented rather a peculiar appearance, from the nambey
of Hebrew faces on the pletferm and amongst the
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audience. Sir Culling E. Eardley presided, and Pas-
tor Meyer, of Paris, read the report, prepared by
Pastor lHausmeister, s wmissionary to the Jews in
Strasburg. We were quite unprepared for some of
the facts it contained. Thus we learnt that there are
in Berlin 2000 babtized Jews, and some thousands in
England; that 59 clergymen of the Church of Lng-
Innd are converted Israclites; and that in one single
chapel in London, 700 Jews have been baptized. Con-
stantinople has 30,000 Jews.

The wmeeting was addressed by Dr. Capadose, a
converted Israclite of the Hague, on the prohable re-
turn of the Jews as a people to the Holy Land; and
by Professor Pittavel of Neuchatel, the well-known
friend of the Jews; after which Dr. Duft gave another
of his stirring addresses. lle suid that there were
two reasons for which the Jews hated Christianity:
1. Beeause of the conduct of Christiuns towards
them; 2. Because of the idolatry which they have
scen amongst professing Christinns (Papists). This
shows us what we are to do in order to convert the
Jews; we must first convert those with whom they
are surrounded. Extreme views are to be avoidud;
that of thinking that nothing can be done for’the
Gentiles until the Jews be converted, and that also
of refusing to do any thing for the Jews because
they are under judicial blindaess. 7Then alluding to
those who wisuse the Bible by quoting in favor of
their views isolated passages, he added: It is like
giving a brick as a specimen of St. Paul's in
London.”

ITALY.

The Thursday evening meeting on Italy was one of
the best we had. Pastor de Pressense took the chair.
Pastor Meille, of Turin, read an elaborate and lung
report, but so interesting that our only regret was to
sce it so soon ended. Amongst encouraging features
of the religious state of Italy, he mentioned : 1. The
moral tendencies of the best writers; 2. The convic-
tion which has taken hold of the public mind, that
the state of Italy is due to Popery, whilst the pros-
perity of Eugland is due to Protéstantism; 3. The
extreme discredit into which the Romish ctergy have
fullen. The great obstacles encountered by the gos-
pel in Italy are the gradual operations of the Papacy.
first, in withdrawing the Bible, and leading her to be-
licve that there is no christianity in the world but
what comes from Rome—the result of this is scepti-
ctsm, and the obligation to make a public profession
of Romanism (at Easter for instance) leads to ky-
pocrisy.  Secondly, the Papacy is responsible for the
death of conscience in Italy, and the substitution of au
artificial conscicnce—that of the church. Thirdly,
the spirit of suspicion is rife throughout the land, it is
fatal in politics, aud often in religion.

Pustor de Sanctis, once the incumbent of La Ma-
delena, in Rome, and vow pastor of an independent
church in Turin, completed the report by a number
of telling facts relative to the spread of the gospel in
Italy. .

P'g.stor F. Monod then presented these two brethren
to the audience, as being the first representatives of I
Italy in a similar conference, and requested Pastur'
Valette, who was fifteen years chaplain to the Swiss
guards in Naples, to welcome them in their own lan-
guage. This was done in & very aflecting manner,
and, when at the close of his Italian address, Mr. Va-
letto took by the hand both Mr. Mcille and Mr. de
Sanctis, gave them a fraternal kiss, and eaused them
to kiss one another, the audience, well aware of the
contention which had existed between these two
brethren on ecclesiastical 1atters, forgot all the rules

of French decorum, and cheered tremendously. May

the union thus Lrought about be lasting and produc-
tive of much goodl

TURKEY AND GREECE.

On Triday morning, Pastor Gauthey read Dr.
Dwight's report on the religious state of Turkey.
The Maliometans form two-thirds of the population.
Whilst they outwardly profess their religion,—for the
penalty of death is still in vigour against apostates,—
many of them are freethinkers, and care not a whit
for the Koran,  The Greeks have remained siationa-
ry ; their priests, though very ignorant, have unlim-
ited power. The Armenians are in 2 most hopeful
state; a spiritof inquiry prevails amongst them. Many
societies bring their agencies to bear on these masses.
The British and Foreign and the American Bible
Societies have spread the Word of God in fourteen -
dilferent languages. Two religious papers are pub-
lished periodically,—one in the modern Armenian,
and the other in Hebrew and Spanish. In order to
give an idea of the missionary cause, the report then
took up one by one, the different stations. The
American Mission employs altogether forty-five mis-
sionaries, forty-six females, and seventy-five natives.
When the first misstonary arrived in Constantinople,
he found only one Protestant service on Sunday ; now
there are twenty-one, in ten diflerent languages.
There wus not a single Protestant school twenty-five
years ago; now there are thirteen.

The Rev. W. G. Schauffler, American missionary in
Constantinople, related the wonderful series of events
by which God in his providence bas been smoothing
the way for the gospel in Turkey. Me also spoke
with praise of the French soldiers, amongst whom
linudreds of Testaments bave been distributed, and
received with respectful and friendly feehng.

Sir Culling Eardley begged the Conference to take
practical action on the subject of the death-penalty
in Turhey. (Thiswas done at a subsequent meeting.)

Mr. Young, seeretary to the London Society for
Lelping the Turhish Missions, made known jnterest-
ing cases of conversion amongst the Armenians.

Several French and English brethren having then
expressed their gratitude on account of the success
which had been vouchsafed w the labours of the
Amecrican Missionaries amongst the Greeks and Ar-
menians, a resolution to that effect was presented to
the meeting and carried, for which Dr.Baird returned
thanks, stating at the same time-that the Americans
lie 48v ordained missionaries abroad, and 4000 oth-
ers whose sphere of operations is the Home Mission.

OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S DAY.

Pastor Cuvier took the chair in the evening, and in
his introductory remarks he alluded to some former
expressions against the Established Churches, which
ought not to have been pronounced in meetings of
the Evangelical Alliance.

Three reports were presonted and read in part,—
viz,, one by Pastor Descombaz, of Lyons, on the
French-speaking portion.of the Continent, the second
by the Rey. J. Jordan, of Enstone, on Great Britein
(read by Mr. Vulliet, director of the Normal School of
the Evangelical Society); and the third by Pastor
, , on Germany, (read by Pastor Mettetal.) It
appears that neitber the police regulations made three
years ago, in France, nor the voluntary associations
50 much spoken of last year in Paris and in different
parts of the provinces, bave been productive of any
lasting good. Things are again as liad us in 1852,

Pastor Punchaud, of Brussels, Hocart, of Paris, and
Verrue, of Sti. Sauvaat, afterwards addressed tho
meeting on this subject. .

~
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HUNGARY.

This iuteresting country was the last to come un-
der review. Dr. Krummacher wagpresident. Paster
Tish read the report, the name of the author being
withheld frow prudential motives. Ifungary has
three millions of Protestants, and two thousand eight
hundred churches. Their schools are generally in a
wretched state. .

Dr. Muller, of Hermannstadt, gave some details
respecting Protestantism in Transylvania.

Dr. Duff related the short and eventful story of the
Scotch mission to the Jews at Pesth.

Dr. Kruammacher and Sir Culling Eardley, stated
that the Government had no intention to persecute,
but was pressed to it by the priests.

Pastor Legrand recommended the Huangarians to
the love and prayers of all Christians,

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER.

The closing meeting took place on Saturday
evening around the table of our Lord Never
bhave we attended a moro solemn and memorable
sacrament. The chapel was crowded, the com-
municants occupying the whole of the body of the
chapel. Pastor I'. Monod presided, and addresses
were delivered in English by Dr. Duff; in German by
Dr. Krummacher, and in French by Pastor Recollin,
of Montauban. The words of our Lord over the bread
and wine were then solemnly pronounced in six dif-
ferent languages, viz., French, English, Germanp,

- Dutch, Italian, and Swedish; and whilst we listened,
we felt that the Lord was with us, melting our hearts
into love to Jesus, and through him into love to the
brethren. The memorials of the Christian passover
were carried to the seated congregation by the minis-
ters present, and then came the thanksgiving, first
to God, who had deigned to be with us and to bless
us, and then to the Christians of Taris for the wel-
come tltey had given to their foreign brethren, now
no more strangers, and to the foreign brethren them-
sclves for the rich feast they had brought with them
to Paris from various parts of the world.

Thus ended the official meetings of the Confercnce.
I say official, because they were the only ones pre-
pared beforchand by the Evangelical Alliance, and
announced in the programme. Many others, how-
ever, were held, which I dare not notice for the pre-
sent, for I am afraid I have already taken up far
more space than was allotted me this month. I shall
therefore leave for my next letter an account of the
meetings of English brethren on religious liberty in
Turkey and eclsewhero; also of the Convention of
Young Men's Christian Associations, which met for
three days in the Wesleyan chapel ; of the meetings
on open air preaching apd Sunday-schools; and
lastly, of the Annual Conference of the Methodist
ministers, which has just closed its sittings. Itis
gcarcely necessary to add, that in so short a state-
ment as the above I have beea unable to give all the
fects and documents brought forwarid in the Con-
ference. I have only attempted a sketch, or an
analysis,—a kind of table of contents,—until¥he re-
ports and spéeches be published in extenso and placed
in the hands of the readers of the News of the
Chur-hes,

From the N. ¥. Evangelist.
FAMILY DEVOTION.

‘What a cheerful radiance is diffused through the
family circle by fireside piety? It is not enough that
each one pray alone. Parents and children are bound
together by holy ties, and it is fitting that they should
join in Bending before that Maker, on whom they all

)

depend.  The safety and happiness of each are dear
to all, and they can pray for each other with aunited
heart. See them at their morning devotions. How
sacred is the hour, when, as the sun is just rising on
a new day, they form a circle round the fire-pluce,
the old father in the midst. Mere is a scenc for &
painter! 1Ilére are sons and daughters grown to
manhood and womanhood, and perhaps children
climbing their parents’ knees. By turn they all read
from the Scriptures, and it is:sweet to hear the little
voices mingling with the husky and trembling accents
of age. Thenthey kneel, and if prayer ever is heard
in heaven, it is such as ascends from this group of
affectionate worshipers.

The whole service has occupicd but a few minutes,
yet how marked the influence of that brief devotion.
How tender is this family as they rise from their
knees. The brothers and sisters disperse to their
several occupations with a light step and a cheerfal
heart. The effect of this morning prayer will last
through the whole day. How rash aud presumpt-
uous are ther who rush forth to duties and trials
with no such preparation of spirit. How likely are
they to be plunged into passion and bitterness before
its close!

And when the evening shades appear, this family
assemble again. They are about to commit them-
selves to sleep—the image of death. They thenk
God for his care through the day, and pray that He
who never slumbers nor sleeps would watch over
them through the night. Then tbey sing a hymn,
and as tbeir humble notes rise and float away, it
seems as if some bird of heaven, stooping to their
windows, had poured forth into the hushed night the
melody of a celestial song.

We have seen many families, intelligent and refined
to a very high degree, yet without religion, and it
«lways seemed that there was wanting somewhat of
moral beauty and loveliness. Their minds were cul-
tivated, their dispositions amiable, and their manncrs
polished; yet there was a certain charm which the
eye sought in vain. It was the moral tone and ele--
vation which Religion gives to the human soul; =»
kind of unearthly, spiritual light, like the haio with.
which the old painters surrounded the head of our
Saviour. An artist has recently painted the Adora-
tion of the Magi, and he husillumined the dark stable
of Bethlehem with a supernatural light. Not less
heavenly is that moral radiance swhich beams op-
every forchead, and in cvery eye, where all hearts-are
touched with the sweetness and serenity of prayer.
Take away this family altar, this Bible, this sacred
hymn, this morning and evening devotion, and does
not the day become dark? Has not the home lost
something of its attractiveness? Those who live
without family prayer, have no light in their dwell~
ings. They may live in palaces, but their palaces-
are dark as dungeons.

Would thatall who are so bapp,~ as to have ahome
and a familr, would bless them with such gentls
piety. Our .eligion is too much a public affair—esx
religion of the street or of the church, rather-than of
the family and of the heart. There is no want of
harmony between these duties, and it is not recessary
to disparage the one in order to exalt the other.—
But it does seem that if there is any spot where a
good man should show his excellence, itis at home:
There should parents keep their lamps-always: trim-
med and burning, that children mey seeby their light,
and be led to God by their faithful and affectiongte
riety.

! ‘Where ig the head of a household who-can appear
before God with an acceptable plea for neglecting

family prayer?
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From the Free Church Record.
SOUTHERN AFRICA.

DProcess of Forming Chrictian Villoges.—Sabbaih
Services.—The missionary, we shall suppose, arrives
in a certain district. lle examines its capabilities
for a missionary setticment: has it good water? is
ite soil fertile? is its air salubrious? what is the
general populousness of the district? and having
- satisfied himself on these points, he proceeds to lay
the foundution of what is hereafter to be a Christian
community. e puts the question to the natives
whether they are willing to have a missionary. They
consent. Ile next selects an unoccupicd spot, say
half & mile’s distance at least from any village or
habitation, and there hc builds his Fonse. While
building, he commences to visit from village to vil-
lage. In visiting the different villages, he assembles
the population of each under a large tree. Most
commonly, such a tree is found in the centre of the
village, and is the place of public concourse. If
there be no such tree, the missionary meetg the villa-
gers at the side of one of their largest huts, say that
of the patriarch of the village. Ile first questions
them on some of the simple truths of natural ana re-
vealed theology; then he gives them a short address,
and thercafter he answers any questions that may be
put to him. On leaving for the next village, the
missionary announces thatsuch 2 day isthe Sabbath,
and invites them to come and hear him preach.—
Qur missionaries, we may state, have practised this
mode of itinerating in the surrounding districts three
days a week, frum the time they first entercd the
country to the present day, besides their yearly
preaching tours, of from two to four weeks duration,
in those parts of the country wlere there are no
stations. The same plan is pursued by their native
assistants or catechists,—some of whont itinerate four
days in the week.

The Sabbath morning finds them in considerable
numbers around the missionary ; they listen respect-
fully, and when bis address is ended, they disperse to
their respective villeges.  Weehs, montls, and, it 1a)
be, years, pass away without any results. There are
no signs of the heart or conscience being touched, or
of a wish to forsake the savage rites of their country-
men, and the society of those by whom these rites
are practised. But in process of time the mission-
ary’s words take effect. One or two of the natives
apply for more special instruction in the things that
belong to their peace, and for this end they come and
live with him. They build their cottage Leside the

~missionary’s, and in doing so receive thcir first les-
gons in the useful arts. Another comes and builds
his cottage in like manner. TLus the village grows,
.and in process of time a little town riscs, where for-
nerly the solitary dwelling of the missiomary stood.
The community is a Christian one, for no one is ad-
mitted into it unless be casts off his old religion, and
conforms to Christianity. ‘The laws bLy which the
village is ruled are those of the Bible. Its king as
well as.priest is the missionary; for it is a rule in
Caffraria, that the person who builds a village is
responsible for all that is done in it. The missionary
is thus the patriarch of the village, the ruler of the
station, in fact, and responsible only to the chief of
the country. That chief has given every facility for
the spread of the gospel. He is often an attentive
listener in the chapels of the missionaries, and an
interested visitor in thcix schools, Lovedale, which

-

in 1826 consisted of but twe families, has now a
population of more than three hundred persons.

The accounts we have received of tlie order prew
vailing in that community are admirable, and such
as put to shame many & Christian village in our own
country. We have been told that in all its house-
holds tamily worship is observed, and that where it
happens that the husband is absent, or no one is
present to, conducr the service, a neighbor conies and
lends worship in the family. It is sweet cven in a
Christinn lund, to hear the voice of meludy in the
dwellings of the righteous; how much ore so in
Caffraria, where so lately there brooded the death-
silence of heathenism, broken only by the wild cry of
savage battle ! There is, moreover, in these villages
a service of & more public kind, conducted in the
church every morning and evening, at which the
people generally attend. It is a kind of station or
village family worship. At the morning meeting, the
missionary, or, in lis absence, the native assistant,
addresscs them on some four or five verses of Scrip-
tare. At the cvening meeting; or service, they are
assed by the missionary to repeat these verses; they
are examined on them, and on the add-ess delivered
in the morning, and are invited to state whatever may
have occurred to them in weir meditations on them
throughout 1lic day, whilg crployed at their usual
occupations. In an hour or half-hour after the mor-
ning service, the missionaty rings his school bell,
when the whole population assembles. After service,
which is conducted as at home, some time is devoted
to instruction, the basis of which is the Assembly’s
Shorter Catechism, which bas been translated into
the Kafir language. .

In the morning dict, on Sabbath days, the natives
arc exansined, old and young, on the Ten Command-
menis, and on a Catechism published by one of the
missivnaries. During the day there are two diets, at
one of which a lecture, and at the other a sermon is
delivered. At these services the natives from the
surrounding villages attend, jointly with thuse of the
station. In the evening, the missionary again rings
his bell, for the last time on the day of rest. It be- *
ing now late, only the station people attend, who are
again examined on what they have heard throughout
the day, and are again invited to state what has oc-
curred to them in connection therewith.

From the Church Missionary Record.

PACIFIC OCEAN.
NEW ZEALAND MISSION.

1

These islands have witnessed a wondrous transfor-
mation. Twenty years ago heathenism of & pecu—
liarly dark and repulsive character overspread a great
portion of the land. A few from amongst tlic natives
had felt the subduing power of the gospel, and little
«ongregations had been formed in the Bay-of-Island's
district; but the main body of the natiun remained
unchanged. About the year 1839, a spirit of inquiry
began zto extend itself with unexampled rapidity
throughout theisland. Hard heerts hecame softened
and hoary-headed chiefs were willing to be taught,Z
and New Zcaland bas now become a professed'}
Christian land. So far, & great conquest bas been
gained. It has Lecn shown that the gospel of Christ
has lgst nothing of its power; and that that divine
truth which was mighty through God to overthrow
the sanguinary rites of the Druids, has been equally
efficacious, some 1800 years after, to prevail over the
sanguinary superstitions of the Maories.

We must not conclude, however, that the god of
this world will withdraw himself from the ficld whers
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he has been o signally overthrown, and suffer ug un-
molested to enjoy the fruits of our victory. Ile only
changes his mode of operation, and concludes that,
although the Maories will no lenger serve him as
heathen, they may continue to serve him as profess-
ing Christians. If he can only succeed in depriving
a Christian profession of its spirituality and unction,
he may still reign.  No sooner, therefore, has a work
bzen arcomplished, such as that which we have been
privileged to witness in New Zealand, than the ad-
versary addresses himself to mar and spoil it, avail-
ing himself with dexterity of every existing influence
which can be used to promote his object. Tt is this
which is now being attempted in New Zealand. The
work which has been wrought there, is being severely
treated by influences of all others the most danger-
ous—the opportunity of acquiring wealth, and the
collateral opportunity of expending it on evil gratifi-
cations to which the natives have hitherto been
strangers. The discovery of gold fields in Australia,
and the increase of settlers there, have very consid-
erably raised the value which attaches to the agri-
cultural preduce of New Zealand, anu the Maories
obtain bigh remunerative prices. They owe their
new position to the gospel of Christ. The fern root
which belonged to stheir days of heathenism would
not have been thus disposable. Dut Christianity in-
troduced the sced of wheat and other farinacecous
crops, and, indispesiig the minds of the natives to
the cruel wars in which they had been engaged,
made them willing to cultivate the land. .As their
means increase, they have the opportunity of eviden-
cing their thankfulness by helping those Christian
appliances which are neceded for the cousolidation
and permanency of & consistent national profession
of the gospel, by contributing to the support of edu-
cational institutions, such as we find have been
organized in all our great missions,—Cierra Leone,
Tinunevelly, &c.—the brilding of cburches, and -the
support of native agents; and something has already
been done in this direction, especially during the gov-
ernorship of Sir George Grey, who in every way en-
couraged the formation of industrial - h100ls through-
out the country, fo the support of wuich the native
have in several instances contributed by the grant of
considerable estates. The Maories, have now an op-
portunity of expressing their thankfulaess to God for
the great mercies they have experienced.as a people,
and their willingness to co-operate with the Church
Missionary Society, by clarging themselves from
year to year, as means are afforded them, with an
increasing portion of the expenses, so as to lessen
the expenditure of the society in New Zealand, and
enable it to do more for those in other lands who are
yet heathen. But just at this moment the ungodly
white man presents himself with his low vices, and
grog-shops, opened in increasing numbers, tempt the
natives to indulgence in a vice to which, when hea-
then, they were strangers. The reports of our mis-
gionaries convey to us the mournful latelligence that
drunkenness, with its attendant evils, is on the
increase.

The victory bas not been yet secured. A new and
formidable cffort is being made to arrest the native
race in the path of Christian progress, and to deprive
us of the fruits of past labours. It is a time, then,
for prayerful, vigorous exertion on the part of all
whose influence can be available for good to the New
Zealand race. This must be our prayer, that the
Lord would revive his work in the n.idst of them;
this our effort, to strengthen the things \/hich remain,
aud that are ready to die. Compared w'th the actual
numbers of the native race, we have locata 10 New
Zealand a strong missionary force. 'We bave no fewer

than twenty-four European missionaries, one native
deacon, and five Burop2an catechists and school-
masters, in connection with missionary labors in New
Zealand.........To this body of faithful missionaries
we look with confidence. They have the same God
to look ap to, and the same gospel to use, as of old.
That gospel is as powerful to revive as to convert, to
bring back the backslider as to bring in the heathen.
They have to gird themselves for a new effort; and,
by the blessing of God, they shall bo permitted to
achieve another, and, if possible, more glorious
victory.

Already God's providential dispensations are at
work, aml chastisements (his mercies in disguiso)
are not wanting j sent, no doubt, to check the im-
moderate excitement after earthly things, and to re-
awaken the native mind to the conviction that there
is ‘“one thing needful” Epidemical diseasts, since
our last review, have been very prevalent, and many
of the natives have been removed, the unbealthy in-
fluences pressing with peculiar force on the dissolute
and reckless portion of the population. Thus it
would seem as if the great Tusbandman is bringing
into action his own appointed discipline, “1 will dig
about it, end dung it’—a season of aflliction to be
followed up, we trust, by an energetic application of
gospel truth, in its renewing and inwigorating in-
tluence, to the hearts of this pcople, amongst whom
there are many who remain faithful, and tenacious in
holding fast that which they have, that no man take
their crown. .

From the Morning Star.

A TREATISE ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE
SEPARATE EXISTENCE OF THE SOUL.

Man is o different being from all others that we.
have any account of in the universe. Flesh arnd
spirit, heaven and earth, are put together ip him,
whereby be is allied to both worlds. OCreated “a
little lower than the angels, and crowned with glory
and Lkonor.” * TUnited to the angelic and animal
creation, and filling up the wondrous chasm between
the two.”

We shall notice,

1. The soul, the human mind.

II. The existence of the soul separate from the
body.

1'? The soul, the human mind. Called. by the
Hebrevws nepesh, by the Greeks psucke. Itis that vital,
active pricciple in man, which perceives, remembers,
reasons, loves, hopes, fears, compares, desires, resolves,
adores, imagines, and aspires after immortality. It
is a spirit, the offspring of the Almighty, such ag-he
breathed into Adam, when he became a living soul.
«The spiritof man is the candle of the Lord.” *There
is o spirit in wan; and the inspiration (to blow, or
breathe into) of the Almighty, giveth them under-
standing.” Job. 32: 8.

Again: The soul is immortal, and not subject to
natural death. If this be true, man is an immortal
being, and thic is but the morning of his existence.
His respousibility, argues the immortality of the goul.
What claims have moral law on animals dnd inert
matter? Many of the-heathen philosophers came to
the eonclusion that the soul was immortal, and that
the.. would be rewards and punishments in a future
state of existence.. Immortality supposes incorrupti-
bility ; hence it iz an element of ‘the divine natare of
God, of angels, and the souls of men. But the
full developement of this. semtiment can only bg
found in the gospel of Chist, where life-and immoz-

tality are brought to light. 2 Tim. 1: 10.. Godis.
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the on'y self-existent being in the universe, all others
are mutable. His immortality is eternal, unoriginated,
underived, but he has power to give immortality, and
eternal life to whom he will,

We will now notice,

2. T'he existence of the soul separate from the body.
The general beliet of the Christian chureh from tise
days of the apostles up to this time, has been, that
when the body dies, the soul returus to God who
gave it, and will be in a state of bliss or woe until
the resurrection of thejust and unjust.  Yet therc are
others, who, from the frequent mention made in the
scriptures of the dead sleeping in their graves uotil
the ressurrection, have imbibed the opinion, that the
soul sleeps with the body, in an entire state of insen-
gibility, Within the last twelve ycars, men of this
sentiment,such as the Rev., George Stores, and others,
have spared no piins in writing and vending books,
pamphlets, newspapers, and the like, in support of
the unconscious state of the soul between death and
the resurrection, and the annihilation of the wicked.
Also, a host of lecturers have peddled out these doc-
trines in connection with Millerism, to the distraction
of many well meaning persons, who have a desiie to
know and believe the truth!  The great question is,
what do the scriptures teach on this important sun-
ject?

¢ Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a
good old age, an old man, and full of years, and was
gathered unto his people.” Gen. 25: 8. lle lived
175 years; just 100 years after he came to Canaan.
First, he gave up the ghost. e died willingly, and
regigned his spirit in the hands of that God who
gave it. Second, “lle was gathered to his people.
His body was gathered to the congregation of the
dead, and his soul to the congregation of the blessed.”
Mr. Henry, 6ays on this passage, * Death gathers us
to our people. Those that are our people while we
live, whether the people of God, or the children of
this world, are the people to whom death will gather
us."

¢ And it came to pass, as her soul was departing,
(for she died), that she called his name Bed-oni,” i.e.
the son of my sorrows! The death of Rachel is here
ealled the departing of her soul, a separation, and'not
going into the grave, where Israel, her husband, Iaid
her body. Gen. 35: 18. “O0 Lord my God, I pray
thee, let this child's soul come into him again. Aud
the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of
the child came into him again, and he revived.” 1
Kings 17: 21; 22, This is the first account of any
one who had died aud been raised from the dead.
Elijah was the first man on earth who had the power
to work such & .miracle.

#Theu sball the dust return to the earth as it was,
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”
Thia is conclusive, it covers the whole ground. The
soul does not die with the body; it can cxist without
it. The soul goes to God, as a judge, and will be
made bappy with the spirits in Paradise, or confined:
with the spirits in prison. “Jesus 3aith unto her,
[Martha] I am the resarrection and the life. e that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live; and whesoever liveth, and believeth in me, shall
mever die.”  As the soul in its nature is spiritual,
temporal death cannot cffect its existence; that light
which i lit up by the Holy Gbost int the soul of every
trae believer, through faith in Christ, shall never be,
extingnished.

“Behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias,
talking with him.” Matt. 17: 3. Our limits will not
admit of a detailed .2account of the transfiguration.on
onp of the mountains of Gallilee. Moses and Elijah,
from heaven, and Peter, James and John, were as-

sembled to behold the Saviour in all his divinity, and
a8 he now appears in his glorified body, Elijuh
appeared in the sanme body that had been translated
from earth to heaven. No doubt but Moses, who
died on Mount Nubo, 1483 years before this time. and
was buried in the land of Monb, appeared as much
like himselt as Blijuh did. Now, if Moses could go
to henven without his body, then all the righteous
dead have gone in like manner. * And bhe said unto
Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou cumest into thy.
kingdom! And Jesus said unto him, verily (truly) I
say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in Para-
dise.” QOur Saviour expired on the cross about three
o'clock in the afternoon. The Jews ended their solar
daysatsunset. Hence the soul of the converted male-
factor must have met his Lord in Paradise immediately
after the breahing ot his legs, which was done just
before sunset. (See Luke 23: 42, 43, and John 19:
32.) The state of the blessed is what our Lord hero
means. Ileaven, where the tree of life is in the midst
of the paradise of God. Rev, 2: 7. The prayer of a
dying sinner to a dying Saviour is answered.

“While we are at home in the body, we are absent
from the Lord. 'We are confident, 1 say, and willing
to be absent from 1he body and to be present with
the Lord.,” 2 Cor.5: 6,8. Here again the whole
question is settled in the clearest possible manner.
As soon as the saint dies, his spirit is present with
the Lord. Aud whereisthe Lord?  Ascended up to
heaven. “Whom the heavens must receive until the
times of restitution of alt things.”  Acts 3: 21, “For
me to live is Christ, and to dic is gain. ForI am in
a strait between two, having a desire to depart, and
to be with Christ; which is far better.,” With such
a sentiment before us as this, who can opine for a
moment that the inspired apostle had any other view,
but in case of his martyrdum for the gospel, he would
be put immediately in possession of his beavenly in-
heritance?

“Aund it came to pass, that the beggar died,, and
was carried by the angels into Abrabam’s bosom.
The vich man also died, and was huried: and in hell
he lifted up his eyes, being in torments,” &c. “Abra-
ham's bosom” was a Jewish prase, sign.fying the
paradise of God. This account of the rich man and
Lazarus may be a parable, or real history. 1If a par-
able, the sentimetdt is clear, and shows what will bo
the state of the righteous and the wicked immediate-
ly after death. If history, it narrates what had
actually taken place. “I am the God of Abraham,
aud the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. God
is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” Mat.
22: 32. Abraham had been dead over 300 years
when God spake to Moses out of the burning bush at
Horeb. Our Lord confirms this truth, that “ God is
not the God of the dead, but of the living.” It
therefore follows, that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
were living when God spoke to Moses; aud when
Christ reproved the Sadduces, who did not believs in
angels, spirits, or the resurrection.

¢ Fear not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul.” Mat. 10: 28. Two distinct
principleg are here set forth. The body is killed, hus
the soul escapes; the mortal fulls before & mortal arm,
but the immortal soul is uninjured.

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” Acts 7: 59,
Stephen was & man of truth, a man of faith, and full
of the Holy Ghost. He not only saw the heavens
open, but saw Christ at the right hand of God ; but
offered such & prayer to him, as be knew would be
answered. “Father into thy hauds . commend my
spirit.”  Or, I will commit my spirit—deposit my soul
in.thy hands. Another proof of tho soul's.separato
evistence when the body is.dead. ’
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Our Saviour has shown us how to live, how to
suffor, and how to die—lcaving our bodies in the care
of our surviving friends, and to commend our souls
to the care and protection of the Almighty.

! E., Prace.

Strafiord, N. T

{From Evangclical Christendom.)

SARDINIA.

THOB VAUDOIS CAURCH AND DR. DE BANCTIS,—CONSTI-
TUTION OF HIS CHURCI.

- Loxpox, Sept. 15, 1855.

My peAr Sir A¥D Brotuer v Jrsus Cumist,~For
gome time past the religious journals of Bagland
have been animadverting upon my difference with
the Waldensian 7abdle.  Notwithstanding my persua-
sion that they have been publishing many things in
reference to this affuic quite at variance with the
truth, I have resolutely refused to look at any paper,
lest I should be tempted to reply. Irom the very
commencement of the controversy I have desired to
leave the judgment of the matter to God (1 Cor. iv.
8, 4); but during my vecent sojourn in Paris, some
of iny Christian friends put into my hand the cighth
number of Lvangelical Christendom, entreating me to
reply to the remarks made upon me in the Tuscan
correspondence, page 262, After so long maintain-
ing silence, I am at length induced to speak, in defer-
ence to their judgment.

1 have no desire to enter upon = discussion which
could be productive of little edification, but shall con-
fine myself to correcting some crrors made by your
Tugcan currespondent, who, not being on the spot.
and having heard only one side of the question, is
wcompetent to judge of its merits.

Your correspondent seems to intimate that wy re-
conciliation with the Waldensian Zable, was only ap-
parent. I can, of course, only answer for myself;
but as far as I am concerned, I can truly affirm the
reconcilintion is not only in appearance, but real.—
I must, however, state that the reconciliation was
not with the Zuble, but with its agent at Tarin, Sig.
Meille. Between him and myself friendly relations
were unfortunately interrupted, but I thank God, they
were soon re-established and continue still.

Your correspondent says that I refused the offer of
the theological chair, which I had accepted in princ-
ple. Upon n slight examination, the apparcnt con-
tradiction of my conduct will vanish. The theologi-
cal professorship was never definitely offered to me.

The Table could not offer it 10 me, for the simple
reason that according to the regulation it does not
appertain to the Tubleto nominate the professors, but
to the body of pastors. The offer made to me then
by the Table, was simply to propose and recommend
me to the body of pastors, as professor. Whether I
should be clected or not would depend aflerwards
upon the body. As, therefore, the offer was not ab-
solute ; I could neither accept nor reject a proposi-
tion which was not a direct offer. The point about
which so much has been said, nawmely, that I had ac-
cepted in principle, requires & word of explanation.

The evening before this proposition was made to
me in Synod, I had a long conversation upon the
subject with the Zable, and upon my remarking that
I should wish seriously to consider before I decided,
they objected that I thus declined all offers of ap-
pointment. I then said that I accepted i principle;
that is, that as a principle I would accept my ap-
pointment offered me by tho Zable, but that practi-
cally I reserved to myself the right of considering
whether the employment offered me was suited to me.

The following morning, in full Synod, T spoke moro
explicitly. 1 then said thatthe theological chair wag
well suited to my inclination; that it T had nothing
clse to consult I should have proposed mysclf for
election; but that I had a dear companion to consult ;
I had an interesting and numeious congregation, for
whose direction I must provide. 1said that i saw
great difliculties in the way, but that with the help
of God [ tioped to overcon:e them all.

1 found it impossible to overcome those difficulties,
and gave this for a decided answer to the Tuble, who
awaited it to propose me or not to the body of pas-
tors ; nor can [here see any contradiction on my part,
All may be reduced to the simplest limits.  The Zuble
undertook to propose me to the body of pastors, that
I wight be formally invited to become Theological
Professor.  After mature deliberation, T declined
their proposition; where was the contradiction?

Your correspondent suys, in the same letter, that
I have separated myself from the Waldensian Church.
That is quite true, for circumstances had rvendered
such a separation necessary. It was necessary that
[ should clearly establish my ecclesiastical position,
[ have been ealled to evangelize where the Zulle is
carrying on its work of evangelization. T could not
labour under the direction of the Zuble, and was
therefore compelled, to declare myself independent of
it. .
Your correspondent remarks that after having de-
clared my anxiety to be recognized as a Waldensian
pastor, a few dgys after, 1, of my own accord, separa-
ted mysell from that Church. Thus stated, my con-
duct offers an inexplicable contradiction ; but let us
take the matter not in the abstract, but in the con-
crete, I would remind your Tuscan correspondent
that he himself stated in your journal for February,
that the Zuble had suspended my functions as pninis-
ter, and that such procedure was essential.  'Welt, 1 did
not attend the Synod; but deecming it possible that
my absence might be misinterpreted, 1 addressed a
letter to the Synod and put it into the hands of one
of the pastors, with instructions to present it only if
he should judge it desirable to do so. At the open-
ing of the Synod, the names of the ministers were
read, and mine was cancelled. The Zwble has no
power to suspend, and much less to exclude, & minis-
ter from the list, Some one asked why my name
was cancelled ; a discussion ensued, and it was de-
cided that I should be called upon formally to take
my pliace in the Synod. T received the Synodal Let-
ter. and sct out immediately for La Tour. After all
this, it- was natural I should declare before the Synod,
as’] should do now, that I loved the Waldensian
Church, and it was equally natural that I should de-
sire to be recognised'as & Waldenstan pastor. This
declaration I could not obtain; and here I shall re-
frain from all allusion to a discussionwhich was any-
thing but edifying.

I will proceed to notice another.remark of your
correspondent, who will, I doubt not, lexrn from my-
self with great gatisfuction, that he hag erred-in be-
lieving me to be & member of the Plymouth Brethren.
He says that he infers this from my letter. [ cannot
answer for the exactitude of the expressions contain-
ed in my letter, for I did not publish it myself, nor
have I read it in any journal ; but I can and do pro-
test loudly against the accusation of belonging to tho
Plymouth Brethren; nor is my protestation destitato
of proof. We have recently published at Turin tha
principles of faith and discipline of the Evangelical
Italian Church. The simple fact of having a profes-
sion ot faith and a discipline excludes all identity with
the Plymouth Brethren; but further, the 17th Article
of the Profession of Faith runs thus: ¢ We believe
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that God himself has established a ministry in the
Church for the perfecting of the saiuts, for the work
of the ministry, for the edification of the. body of
Christ.” In our discipline we havenine articles upon
the ministry, in which mention is made of elders or
bishops and deacons; of the mauner of electing and
esthblishing them, and of the oblijation of the
Church to provide for the maintenance of her minis-
ters.

Your correspondent was in ignovance ¢f all these
things, and his only fault may have been believed to
bo true. Now, if he be a Christian, as I doubt noth.
is, although I do not know him, he will be glad to
find that he has fallen into an error in this case.

These few observations I submit to you, my dear
friend and brothier in Jesus Cluist, begying you to
have the courtesy to publish them in an early num-
ber of your journal.

Believe me, yours very faithfully,

Dr Savcris.

(From Evangelical Christendom )
CONGREGATIONAL CHOURCH AT TURIN.

Dear Sm,—Will you allow me the use of yourcol-
umns to correct an error which has been circulated
through many channels in England, relative to a small
congregation of Evangelical Christians in Turin, I
feel more bound to correct this error because 1 have
myself unwittingly assisted to give it currency, and
because I am now able, from personal conversation
with Dr. De Sanctis in Paris, and from possessing a
printed copy of the #DPrinciples of Faith and of Dis-
cipline, extracted from the Word of God, to serve as
o basis for the Evangelical Italian Church at Turin,”
to state the Jacts as they are.

The congregation of the Vandois at Turin has,
within the last few years, been angmented by some
hundreds of Italian converts from the Roman Church
and over, the Italian portion of the people, there were
two cvangelists or pastors, M. Meille and Dr. De
Sanctis, both appointed by the executive of the Vau-
dois Church, called the Zable. M. Meilie is & man of
great excellence and zeal, and an eloquent writer and
preacher. Dr. De Sanctis was formerly a Roman
Catholic priest at Rome, and is a man of learning
and power, very zealous for the pure form of Chris-
tian truth which he has now for some years main.
tained. - .

A secession from the congregation at Turin, in-
cluding 2 considerable portion of the Italianconverts,
took place towards the cJose of the last year, arising
in part out of the removal of Dr. De Sanctis from his
office as evangelist by the Vaudois Zable, and in part
out of the views held by the seceders, unfavourable
to the Presbyterian form of Church Government
which exists among the Vaundois, The cause of the
removal of Dr. De Sanctis has not been very clearly
explained ; but, as far as I can understand, it arose,
mainly from the want of entire harmony between hin
and M. Meille. It certainly arose from nothing wor-
thy of blame in the moral or religious character of
Dr. De Sanctis; because he received, at the time of
his remorval, the office of the Professorship of Theolo-
¢y in the Vaudois College at La Tour; andas late as
at the Vaudois Synod in May last, that offer was re-
newed. It was not accepted Ly Dr. De Sanctis, who
continues to minister to his small congregation at
Turin, there appearing to be much attachment be-
tweer the people and their minister. Unhappily, as
was too natural under such circumstances, the Vau-
dois authorities and the scccders blamed each other
for the rupture, and there was somo warm controver-

-

sy; but I cannot discover that there was any serious
blame justly attaching to cither, beyond what may
arise from want of perfect temper amoug good wen,
together with the ditference of views on Church gov-
ernment which existed between them. T beliovo the
controvirsy has ceased. From conversation with M.
Meille and Dr. De Sanctig, I am convinced that they
respect each other’s Christian character. In an ad-
nirable report on the religious state of Italy, rend by
M. Meille at the late Conference of Evangelical Chris-
tinns at Parls, he spoke in high and generous terms
of Dr. De Sanctis, and tho Iatter, in giving an account
of his infant congregation, threw no imputation onm
the Vaudois pastors. No great cordiality can be ex-
pected to exist between parties who have so recently
separated ; but there sceins reason to hope that on
each side Christian principle will subdue any feeling
of offence, and that they may ere long acttogether as
sister Churches, holding the same pure faith, though
with some differences of Church government. .

Now, the error which I am desirous to correct is,
that the seceding Italian converts hold the views of
the Plymouth Brethren. This has been asserted in
several quarters; and in my narrative of “ A Visit to
the Vaudois,” just published, I have stated (p. 114),
that Dr, De Sanctis, in a letter to the Vaudois Zuble,
“ explained the views of his people on Church gov-
ernment, which seem to correspond with those of the
Plymouth Brethren in England.” I believe Mr. Dar-
by has adherents inthat quarter, which he has person-
allyvisited ; and there were expressions in Dr. De Sanc-
tis’s letter which seemed tq me to bear out the state-
ment frequently made, that he and his people sympa-
thized with the views of the Plymouth Brethren—
But Dr. De Sanctis assured me, that ¢ their views
were as far from Plymouthism as from Ecclesiasti-
¢ism.”  The printed document, of which he gave mo
a copy, ¢ Principles of Faith and of Discipline,” lays
down the bases of a Congregational Church on the
principles (in all essential points) of the English In-
dependents. 1t declares the priesthood of all believ-
ers; and adds:—

“Besides this priesthood, common to all the faith-
ful, the Churth acknowledges 2 special ministry, in-
stituted by God Himselt in HMis Church, for the per-
fect uniting of the saintsy for the edifying of the body
of Christ, which ministry is manifested to the Church
by the gifts which God bestows on the individuals
whom e chooses. Conscquently, the Evangelical
Ct.u- h of Turin has elders and deacons.

# The elders (called also, in the New Testament,
¢ presbyters * and *bishops *) are distinguished among
themselves, and are recognised as distinc Ly the
Church, according to the distinction of the gifis of
God, and not by any hicrarchical distinction.

“ The elders cught to be chosen by the Church,
which, after much prayer, divesting itself of all hu-
man regards, shall chuose those who have given un-
doubted proofs that they have received from God the
gift of the ministry, and that they p ssess the qualifi-
cations required by the Word.”

The Church at Tvrin has chosen three elders (of
whom Dr. De Sanctis is one), and three deacons. It
admits members in nearly the same way as Cougre-
gational Churches, allows either infunt or adult (be-
lievers') baptism, and celebrates the Lord's Supper
weekly.

In the narrative which I have published, I have ex-
pressed regret at the sccession of the Italians from
the Vaudois Clarch, though without blaming the se-
ceders; but I think it right to say, that I see no rea-
son whatever why the Evangelical Christians of Eng-
land, in or out of the Establishment, should withhold

their fraternal pegard from this new Evangelical snd



THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

209

Congregational Charch in Italy. Sympathizing, asI
do most heartily, with the evangelical Vaudois, and
delighting in their prosperity, I feel also a sincere in-
terest in this small and humble congregation of con-
verted Italians in Turin,—and not the less so be-
cauge they are struggling in poverty to uphold all
Christian institutions, including missionaries, schools,
and the relief of the destitute.

Hoping that I shall be excused for this trespass on
you and your readers,

I remain, dear Sir,
. Yours very truly,
EpwaRrDp BaINEs.
Leeds, Sept. 15, 1855.

From the N. Y. Evangelist.
TIME THE TEST OF TRUTH.

We are inclined to regard stability as one of the
 most satisfactory tests of truth. In measuring a
given tract of time with this test, we cannot fail to
see what are the veritable and reliable principles and
doctrines. They are those which hold on their way,
and though submerged now and then, come up again
with unimpaired strength to do the work of God and
humanity. It is interesting to notice what a variety
of things, doctrines, devices, will come up at suc-
cessive eras, each in its place, and for a season the
whole world seems to go after it. For a few days the
gaped-at wonder of the world, claims to be the sov-
ereign panacea of the world’s ills, it then passes off
and is forgotten. A few years since, all the religion
which was deemed worth anything by vast numbers,
took the shape and raised the clamor of adventism;
and half the people in some sections seemed crazed
about the speedy coming of the Lord. But the Lord
did not come. and so that fury passed by.

We may take any one of the prominent religious
errors of the country, and follow its history fifty
years ; and every decade of the fifty, we shall find it
has materially changed its form—e-it has become a
different something every ten years. Such is ever
the history of error. It comes up, it shifts its posi-
tiou in order to adapt itself to philosophy, to fashion,
to depravity ; grows tired at length of keeping up a
profitless existence, weakens, wanes, and passes
away.

How different the true gospel! Its great truths,
such as the Trinity, Atonement, Depravity, Regenera-
tion, Retribution, the truths which the pen of inspi-
ration wrote down most clearly in the beginning,
which the early church preached and professed,
which the living church everywhere has embraced
and lived upon—these truths have held their sublime
way through the centuries. All other sorts of truth
have been shifting—these have not. All other things
and systems have been improving—thiz not: because
it is God's immutable and eternal as the perfections
of his own iufinite nature. These identical traths
are now doing the ideqti’cal work they did at the be-
ginning. _Wherever there is & marked, earnest, sclf-
denying piety, they are, as they ever have been, at
the bottom of it and the nutriment of it. These are
the truths, and no others, which at a hundred differ-
ent points in China, India, Africa, in the hands and
the heart of the Moravian, the Methodist, the Baptist,
the Presbyterian, the Churchman, the Independent,
are doing battle with idolatry and despotism, super-
stition and sin; making the most arid fields beau-
teous and green; causing clar}king chains to fall,
imprisoned souls to leap up with j(?y_—the debased
and degraded by thousands, by millions soon, to
stand forth as the freemen of the Lord, heirs to more

than crowns and kingdoms. When we see these
doctrines and principles indubitably written in the
Book of God, and living on for ages the unchanging
life of God, and doing, through all, the veritable and
mighty works of God, we must accept them, and will
cleave to them, and even honor them as the eternal
truth of QOd. '

ON THE STATE OF UNION WITH GOD.
BY PROFFESSOR UPHAM.

A FAPER FOR REAL CHRISTIANS.

This state of mind implies the existence, in the
highest degree of those two great elements of the
religious life, namley, Consecration, which seperates
us from every known sin, and lays all upon the altar
of God as a perpetual sacrifice, and Faith, which
leaves all in God’s hands, and which receives and
accepts no wisuom, no goodness, no strength, but
what comes from God as the true source of inward
and everlasting life. Consecration renounces the ALL
of the creature ; Fuithrecognizes and accepts the ALL
of God. Consecration implies rejection and hatred
of all evil ; faith implies the reception and love of all
good. The one alienates, abhors, and tramples under
foot all unsanctified natural desires, aims, and pur-
poses; the other approves, receives, and makes a
part of its own self all the desires, aims, and purpo-
ses of God ; and both are implied and involved, and
are carried to their highest possible exercise, in the
state of divine union.

Again; the mind, in the state of union with God,
is disposed to indulge in subducd and affectionate
acts of contemplation, rather than in examinative and
discursive or reasoning acts. The examinative or
discursive state of the mind implies the presence of
God to the mtellect merely ; the contemplative state,
although not altogether excluding an intellectual
view, implies his presence to the heart.

At such times' e soul appears to know but one
object, and that is God ; and to have but one feeling,
and that is love. It is drawn inwardly, and outward
objects seem to have but little influence. Hence
words are few. It has but little disposition to ex-
press what itself feels. In fact the conversation
which is carried on at such times between the soul
and God, is too high for human language; and, what
is more, it is carried on with a Being that can under-
stand the soul's meaning without the medium of
human speech. The conversation is with God, and
not with men ; and is in God's manner, and not after
the manner of men, and therefore it would be difficult
to repeat it even were there a disposition to do it.
The soul, in its attitude of fixed contemplation, con-
tinually but silently repeats to itself sentiments of
trust and adoration, of gratitude and love. God re-
cognizes the import of this hidden language, and
returns it, by condescendingly unveiling himself in
His amiableness and benevolence. There is a con-
stant flowing and re-flowing of affection; love
ascending to God, .and love returning ; so that there
is not only a consciousness of love to God on the part
of the person, but, what is yet more striking, there is
a consciousness, or rather a deoply-wrought convic-
tion that God loves him in returp.

He can say, in the beautiful expressions of the
Canticles, ¢1lis left hand is under my Mead, and hig
right hand doth embrace me. He brought me to the
banqueting house,and His banner over me is love.”

It is very obvious that this state of mind cannot be
fully understood except in connection with inward
experience. In the language of the author of the

Life of Sir Henry Vane, “ Divine life must have di-
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vine words, words which the Holy Ghost teachoth,
to give its own character.”  Thewefore we will not
attenpt o pursue the topic eny further than to say
that the state of union with God, when it is the sub-
ject of distinct consciousness, cunstitutes, without
being necessarily chiacactetized by reselations or rap-
tures, the svul's spiritual festival, & sewsun of special
interior blessedness, a foretaste of heaven.  The
mind, unaflected by worldly viussitudes, and the
strifes and oppositions of men, reposes deeply ina
state of bappy submission and quictude, in accord-
ance with the eapressions in the Epistie to the
Hebrews, that those who belicve * ExTRR 1NTO REST.

So true are e words of 4 Kempis, that < He who
comprehendeth all things in Mis wal, and beholdeth
all tinags in His hight, hath s Aeart fized, and abideth
in the peace of God.”  And in the language of
Blosiuz, another devout wnter of carly times, such
holy souls * ¢njoy the most catm and peaceable liber-
ty, being Lfted up above all fear and agitation of
mind concerning death or hiell, or any other things
which mighthappen to the soul in time ot in eternity.”

How can there be othernise thaa the peace of Gud,
pure, brauttul, sublinse, when consceration is withouat
reserve, and fuith s withuut limit; and espeaally
when sulf-uill, the great evil of our fdlen nature, is
eradicated and subnived 2 What higher idea can we
have o! the most advanced Christian experience than
that of entire univn with the Divine will, by 2 sub-
jection of the human will?  When the wul of man,
ceasing from its duvergencies and its disorderly vi-
brativns. becomes fiaed to vne puint, henceforward
immorable, always hatmonizing mument by moment,
with God's cential and absorbing purpuses, then we
may certamly say, in the language that is sometimes
applied to i, and -n 2 modibied sense of the terms,
has Lecome not only perfected in faith and love, but
“united and one with God,” and * transfurmed into
the divine nature ‘== Ile thet 1s jowied to the Lord s
one yuret.”  Aud from that moment, in its bigher
vature, and in so far as itis not linked to carth by
sympathies which its God has implanted, and which
were suntten and bied, even in the case ofthe Saviour,
the soul huuws sorruw nu more, the pain of its ia-
ward anguish is chianged 1ato rgjuiting, it has passed
into the mount of sullucss, the Tabor of inward
transhiguration, the tewple of undhanging tranquillity.

© 0 sdcred union with the perfect md
T.anscendant thiss, which thou afone canst

sxvc!
How Ulestare they tas pearl of prce who find,
Ant, dead 1o cuarth, ave learied inthee to tive !

* Thus i thie arms of kg, O Gud, 1c,
Last, and forever lost to all Lut thee!?

M\ happy soul since it hath tearned 1o die,
Haib tound new hife w thie wmbany.

% O go and learn this leszon of the crose;
And Uead the way whiel santa and pophets trcd,
Who. comnung hite, sud setf. snd 2l thngs loss,
Have found m inwa.d deh the Wfe of Cod.”

From the N. Y. Evangelist,
A TRACTARIAN REVIVALIST.

Qur rcaders have already been infurmed that a re-
markable reviyval of religion has been in progress for
gome months in the pansh charch of Leeds, in Eng-
lend, under the auspices of the Tracturians.  Coder
the vicarship %of the Rev. Walter Farquhar Hock,
D.D. whose name bas long been associated with the
Oxtord movement, the church of Leeds had become
deeply fmbued with Anti-Protestantand Semi-Papist
doctuises and practices.  The parish is of great ex-
tent, haviug a ciccumference of atiout thirty miles.—
It is qmong thiese churches and chapels, that 2 pow-
erful revival has commenced, principally, if not

wholly, in connection with the preaching of the Rev.
Rubert Aitken, of Prenden. It will, doubtless, gratify
vur readers to learn something of the history of this
revivalist.

The Rev. Rolert Aitken was born in Tiviotdale,
Roxburgshire, Scutland, about 55 years since, and
was educated in England, for the ministry of the
Iistablishment. His first charge was in the Isle of
Man, where he proved himself for several years an
uncomprowising churchman. Some time about tho
seag 1831, the providence of God bruught bim under
the influence of evangelical truth. Passing a Wes-
levan chapel on the Island, onc evening, he was
induced to stop, and listen without to thic statements
of Christian cxperience, made by the brethren. e
was led to sce that he was destitute of true piety, and
to wrestle with God for mercy. An entire change of
religions views was the speedy result.  His wife was
soon informmed of it, and made partaker of his new
experience.  1lis preaching of course partook of tho
change, and soon attracted crowds from all quarters.
A general awakening ensued, which spread over the
island. He abounded in lubors, preaching every-
where, in and out of doors, and meeting with great
success.  Driven by a sudden shower on one occasion
to find a shelter, he enter 4 2 Wesleyan chapel, and
coutinued the service. For this uncanonical act, ho
was deprived by the Bishop of his charge.

Bding thus freed from his charge, he accepted an
invitation from a feww dissenters at Liverpocl to visit
them, and began to preach in the Wesleyan Chapel
in Pitt strect. His oratory soon attracted the atten-
tivn of the multitude. Possessed of a commanding
person, tall, and well proportioned, with a voice of
great power and melody, and more than ordinary in-
tellectual gifts, Lis vebement but graceful gesticula-
tivn, and passionate appeals to the heart and con-
science, svon gave him-wunderful control gver the
ctowds that floched to hear him. Other chapels
were opened to bim, Lut noune of them could contain
the people. e visiled London and preached at
White's-Ruw Chapel, Spitalfields, and other chapels,
with like success. As his fame spread, he received
and complied with invitations to preach in several of
the large provincial towns.  In many parts of York-
shire, particularly at Sheffield, at Birmingham, and
at Manchester, as well as at Liverpool, the populace
were stirred as in the days of Whitefield. In Shef-
ficld, about G000 souls were suid to have been
awakened.

He became a resident of Liverpool, and commen-
cedl the gathering of a churdh, firstin a commmodious
hatl in Cook St. and afterwards in Hope St. Chapel,
& stoune building, capable of scating about 2600 per-
sons, which was built expressly for him, and comple-
ted in 1836. The society, which at its organization
counsisted of buti nine persons, within ten months in-
creased to 1500, of whom all but about 300 had been
gathered from the world. Other societies were formed
in adjacent towns, which were supplied by a inistry
raised up under his tuition, of whom the Rev. Dr.
Bertram, now of St. Xeclena, nas one of the earliest.
A convocation was held at Hope St. Chapel, Oct. 27th,
1836, at which the preachers formed themsdrees into
& brotherhood, called—* The Rev. Robert Aitken”'—
As their legal and scriptural standard they adopted
“ Wesley's Sermons and Notes on the New Testament,'
although they were most of them inclined to Calvan-
ism. Their polity was a compound of Wesleyanism
and Presbyterianism.  They resolved to be “a work-
ing, soul-saving society,” to labor and pray for re-
vivals; to hold frequent meetings, at the close of
cvery cvening service. At these mectings, ¢ the cl-

ders and leaders™ were to ““ go from pew to pew and
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cxhort sinners to repentance.”  They eschewed gaity
of appare’, pleasure-parties, intoxicating drinks, and
marriage with an unconverted person. Finuney's
“Revival Lectures” were in great vogue with them;
an edition of which was published by Mr. Aitken,
with an introduction “vindicating and enforcing Mr
Finney's plan of conducting the work of God.”

= Societies were organized in Manchester, Preston,
Hanley, Doncaster, Stockport, Bristol, and many other
places, in the course of the two following years. In
1838, he removed to London, and commenced a
society in White's-Row Chapel, and a few months
later, another in Zion Chapel, Waterloo Road, Surrey
Vigorous congregations were soon organized’in both
these places, and great crowds, as usual, attracted to
heanr his fervid oratory. His godly wife, who had ex-
erted n most sanctifying influence over her husband,
and was greatly beloved by the people, was removed
by death, near the close of 1839.

Shortly after his bercavement, his health failed,
and hie was driven for a few weeks to his native hills
in Tiviotdale for restoration. Returningwith renewed
strength in March, 1839, he resumed his work. Toa
particular friend he stated, about that time, that
about 3000 persons had been converted under his
ministry within the preceding t-elve months.  Many
of the higher classes were attracted to his chapels,
and among them the Hon. Miss Grant, a lady of large
fortune, who soon obtained a complete ascendancy
over him. A part of the Church sevvire was intro-
duced in their worship; andin Zion Chapel, an organ
also, whirh gave great offence.  He was urged to re-
urn to the Church ard to labor for a revival in the
Establishmant. e sought a reconciliation with the
Bishop, made his obeisanee and was enjoined to makt
a public confession and receive arebuke.  The scene
tovk place in his own c¢hapel at Liverpool, and the
rebuke was administered hy the Rev. Hugh McNeile,
the gifted and p spular rector of St. Jude’s Liverpool.
He beeame the husband®of the Hon. Miss Grant, and
was introduced into the circles of the aristocracy.—
fe continued his ministry awhile at Hope St. Chapel,
but without his former surcess. The people no
lonzer crowded to lhiear as in former days, and he
soon grew weary of Liverpocl.  Ife removed to Lecds,
and completely identiGed himself with the Tractarian
party, urder the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Hook.—
Here, for the last ten or twelve years, he has been
hidden from the world, and scldom heard of beyond
the precincts of his own charge.

At length the Spell is broken.  Some months since
he began to resume his former modes of preaching.
Stilt adhering to the surplice in preaching, and the
intonation of the service, he is admitted to St. Peter's
St. James', and St. Saviour’s Puscyite places of wor-
ship, and preaches with prodigious power und energy.
The penitent mecting, too, has been resumed, and
Oxford divincs conduct the services. Conversions
have been multiplied, and the work has extended into
Staffordshire, whither Mr. Aitken was invited. The
movement is certainly very remarkable, as occurring
under such auspices. Should it spread, as now
serms mast likely, it may cventually reach Oxford
itself, and prove a blessing to the establishment.

From the ButTalo Courier.
CRUEL TWITTING.

Incideuts trifling in themselves oftep have an im-
portant influence in determining the character of a
life. A word spoken in season, a crurel taunt, wound-
ing the heart to its care, hive bheen the turning points
in destiny, and put 2 young mind on the high road to

fortune, or sent It downward to ruin. Almost every
person can recall sume vecurrence in carly life which
gave tone and impulse to effort, aud imbued the mind
with principles whose influence is even now control-
ling. We give place to the fullowing true narrative,
as an illusteation of this fact, and because it incul-
cates o truth which every man, woman and child
may profitably bear In mind :

Years ago, when I was a boy, it was customary,
# 1 probiably is now to some extent among district
sc00ls in the country, to have spelling schools during
the winter torm. These gatherings were always atici-
pated with great interest by the scholars, as at those
times was to be decided who was the best speller.
Occasionally one schoul would visit another for the
test of scholarship in this regard. Ah! how the
livle hearts would threb, and lng ones thump, in
their anxiety to beat .. ¢ whole.

Onse on a time, a neighboring school sent word to
ours, that on 2 certain day in the afternoon, they
would meet at our school-house for one of these
contests.  As the time was short, most of the other
studies were suspended, and at school and at home
in the evening, all hands were studying to master
the monosyilables, dissyllables, polysyllables, ab-
breviaiions, &c., &c., which the spelling-books
contained.

At length the day arrived, and as our visitors were
considered rather our superiors, our fears and anxie-
ties were proportionately great. The scholars were
ranged in & standing position, on opposite sides of
the house, and the words pronounced to cach side
alternately, and the scholar that « missed” was to sit
down. Ilis gume was up.

It did not take long to thin the ranks on both sides.
In & short time our school had Lut eight on the floor,
and theirs but six.  After a few rounds the contest
turnd in their favor, as they had four standing to our
two. TFor a long time it scemed as though these six
had the book “ by heart.” At lenth the number was
reduced 1o one on each side.  Qur visitors were ro-
presented by an accomplished young lady, whose
parants had recently arrived in town, and ours by
myself, a ragged little boy of ten summers, who had
sct up night after night, while my mother, with no
other light than that produced by pine knots, pro-
nounced my lesson to me. ‘Ine interest of the
spectators was excited to the highest pitch, as word
after word was spelled by each. At length the young
lady missed, and [ stood alone. Iler teacher seid
she did not understand the word. She declared she
did ; that the honor was mine, and that I richly de-
served it.  That was a proud moment for me. 1had
spelled down both schools and was declared victor.
My checks burned, and my brain was dizzy with
<xcitement.

Soon as the schoolwas dismissed, my competitress
came rud sat down by my side and congratulated
me on my suceess, inquired my name and age, and
flatteringly predicted my future success in life.

Unaccustomed to such attentions, I doubtless acted
as most little Loys would under such circumstances;
injudiciously. At this juncture, Master G., the son
of the rich man of our neighborhood, tauntingly said
to me, in the presence of my fair friend and a number
of boys from the other school—% Q you needn't feel
so big—your folks are poor, and your father ja
a drunkard.” :

T was happy no more—I was a drunkard’s son—
and how could I levk my new friends in the face 7—
My heart seemed to rise up in my throat, and almost
suffocated me. The hot tears scalded my eyes—but
I hept them bark, and soon as possible quietly slipped
away from my companions, procurcd my dinner bas-
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ket, and, unobserved, Ieft the scene of my triumph
and disgrace, with a heavy heart, formy home! My
folks were poor—nud my tuther was a drunkard.” But
why should T be reproached for that? I could not
prevent my fauther’s drinking, and, assisted and
encouraged by my mother, I had done all I could to
keep my place in ty eluss at school and to assist her
in her worse than widowhood.

Boy as I was, 1 inwardly resolved never to taste of
liguor, and that I would show master G. if T was a
drunkard’s son, [ would yet stand as high as he did.
But all my resolves could not allay the gnawing
grief and vexation produced by his taunting word:
and haughty manner.—In this frame of mind—my
head and heart aching, my eves red and swollen—
I reached home. My mother saw at once that I was
in trouble, and inquired the cause. I buried my fuce
in her lap, and burst into tears.  Mother, seeing my
grief, waited until I was more composed, when 1 told
her what had happened, and added passionately, « |
wish futher wouldn’'t be a drunkard, sv we could be
respected as other folks.”—At first, wother scemed
almost overwhelmed, but quickly rallying, said :

“ My son, I feel very sorry for you, and regret that
your feelings have been so injured. G. has twitted
you about things you cannot help. But never mind.
my son. Be always honest; never taste « drop of in-
toxicating liquors study and improve your mind.
Depend on your own encrgies, trusting in God,and you
will if your life is spared, muke a usetul add respected
man. 1 wish your father, when sober, could have wit-
nessed this scene, and realize the sorrow his course
brings on us all. Butkecep a brave heart, my son. Re-
member you are responsible only for your own faults.
Pray God to keep you, and don’t grieve for the
thoughtless and unkind reproaches that may be cast
on you on your father’s account.”

This lesson of my blessed mother, I trust was not
lost upon me. Nearly forty years have passed since
that day, and I have passed many trying scenes, but
none ever made so strong an impression on wy feel-
ings as that heartless remark of G's. Itwas so unjust
and so uncalled-for. Now, boys, remember always
to treat your mates with Kindness.  Never indulge in
taunting remarks toward any one, and ren:anber that
thie son of a poor man, and even of a drunkard, may
have sensibilities as keen as your own.

But titere is another part to this story.  The other
day a gentleman called at iny place of business, ana
asked if I did not recognize him. I teld him 1 did
not.  “ Do you remember,” said he, *of being at a
spelling school ata certain time, and a rude, thought-
Iess boy twitting you of poverty, and being a drunk-
ard’s son?” “1 do most distinctly,” said I. % Well,”
continued the gentleman, “Yam that boy. There
has not probably a month of my 1fe passed since then,
but I have thought of that remarh with regret and
shame, and as I am about leaving for California,
perhaps to end my days there, 1 cou d not go without
first calling on you, and asking your forgiveness for
thatact.” Boys, I gave him my hand as a pledge of
forgiveness. Did I'doright? You all say Yes. Well,

wen, let me close as I began.  Boys, never twit one
another for what he cannot help. UxcLE Josern.

From the Pacific Recorder.
INDIVIDCALIS)L

One of the strongest tendencies of the day is to-
wards associated effort.  Acting upon the acknow-,
ledged truth that in ®unien is strength,” men are
dizposed to act in masses, and only so. The present
is an age of « Socictics,” of * Uniuvns,” of * Associa-

moral or religious, that is not covered by one or more
organized bodics, designed for its exploration and
occupancy. Al this is well, and so far as thus com-
bining the active energices of those whose sympathies
and sentuments flow in the same channel, such organ-
izutions are the most eflicient means for acting on
the world. But, beneath the apparent aud the real
good connected with them, there lurks a serious
danger; it lies in the almost unavoidable merging of
the individual into the mass ; the weakening of the
feeling of personal responsibility, and the Gisposn}on
to perform duty by proxy. We may see that feeling
digplayed in conncction with almost every religious
or moral eflort.  Who now thinks of sccking out the
orpban?  There are Societies that take the charge of
that work, and if we give our annual contribution to
the asylum, we feel asif all our duty, in that direc-
tion, was performed.—But what have we known of
the joy of doing good, when we have thus performed
the lubor? And it is so through nearly the cutire
range of moral and Christinn effort. Now, we do
not object to such organizations—on the contrary,
we believe them to be necessary and eflicient agen-
cies for good ; but what we regret is, the evident
lessening of that feeling of personal responsibility
which it is the first aim of the gospel to impress upon
the heart. We wonld sce more of individualism in
socicety ; we would have men feel that their duties
are not all performed by giving dollars (or quarters)
tor others to do good with, but that each man himself
should be a centre of influence, 2 direet actor in labors
for the good of man. \

We are mistaken if our churches, and even our
families.are not alrcady disastrously affected by the
weakening of this spirit of individualism. DParents
give up the religious training of their children to ghe
Sabbath school ; chiristians turn over the conversion
of men to the church, and the church in turn relin-
quishes much of her appropriate work to Societies,
and every where one leans upon another.  Men wait
for influences from without to move them, when those
influences should spring within themselve,and should,
throngh them, move others.

Qur great hope for the church, and for the world,
is through the widening and decpening of this prin-
ciple of individualism: when men shall fecl their
personal obligations to act and their indlvidual
responsibility to God, and when oftencr from the
Christian heart shall arise the prayer of Saul of
Tarsus—* Lord, what wilt thou have M to do 7"

Cortespondence of the London Times.
THE QPIUM TRADE AND MISSIOXNS.

“Sm,—There is onc item of deficiency in the In-
dian revenue, as stated in the House of Comnons,
which deserves more notice than was given to it on
that occasion.

« The deficiency of nearly half a million sterling
in the opium revenue is said to be owing to the dis-
turba.ces in China having checked the consumption
for 2 timeonly. Butthe Indian Government express-
ly stated, on the opening of the China trade in 1833,
that they retained this monopoly not with.a view to
revenue so much ns to restrain the use of this per-
nicious drug. It might therefore reasonably be ex-
pected that the quantity annually produced in tho
Company’s territorics would be kept down: instead
of which it has been increasing so rapidly, contrary
to their original humane intentions, thatin 1840 the
quantity imported into China had risen to 40,000
chests, and in 1834 to upwards of 70,000, almos? ex-
clugively from India.

tions.” There is scarcely an avenue of cnterprize,

% But while the East India Company is sccuring
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for itself £3,000,000 to £4,000,000 sterling yearly by
this rapid extension of the trade, the consequence is
that they are systematically feeding a vicious and
illegal demand in China. The opium scourge is
one of the greatest autagonists to Christinnity in that
country, and it is remarkable that it rose simulta-
neously with modern Christian missions at the com-
mencement of the present century, as it the arch-
fiend were vigorously counterplotting the army of
the Prince of Peace. Some would soften down the
evils of this trade by representing them as merely a
prallel to the use of intoxicating drinks in Britain,
and therefore as we use £60,000,000 of our stinu-
lants, while the Chinese only use £6,000,000 of
opium, it is by no means such a bad business.  But
two entirely opposite inferences may be drawn. The
first is, that opium smoking is not a parallel to wine
drinking. Itisconsidered by the Chinese themselves,
to be a ruinous vice, and therefore, if there be any
parallel, it must be between opium smoking and
drunkenness. The other inference is, that as the
Chinese as yet consume only £6,000,000, there is
hope that the evil may yet be checked. The truth
is, opium is not, as some would have it, a national
stimulant; it is an exotic. The Chinese have had
their stimulants of tea, wine, and spirits, for «ught
we know, for the last four thousand years, whereas
opium smoking is but of sixty yeass’ growth, and is
as yet comparatively little used in the inland provin-
ces. It has cast its deadly influence over the coast
provinces of China, and it rests with the British
nation to say whether they will incur the guilt of
completing the ruin of the whole of China, or urge
the East India Company to seck a more honorable
revenue from their prolific territories.

“The subject cannot now be evaded. China is
rushing to poverty and ruin, and we, a Christian na-
ti, are chiefly instrumental in effecting this.—
Everywhere the missionaries have to mourn the
havoc this deadly drug is committing, and they arc
taunted with the inconsistency of this nation bring-
ing with one hand Bibles and with the other opium.
Morcover, the constant export of treasure in pay-
ment for the drug bas kept the currency of China in
a state of chronic disorder for the last twenty years,
and their social and political system in the same con-
dition. It-hus been said that the best way to mod.fy
these evils would be to get the trade legalized, thus
acquiescing in our deluging China with the drug, so
that the British conscience may besaved in the trans-
action. In the meantime, we content ourselves with
the wretched plea that the Chinese must have opium.
that the Chinese Government are not in carnest in
its prohibition, and that if we do not send it to themn
others will. This, however, is.mere trifling. The
bulk of the Chinese nation arc not opium smokers as
yet. They look upon the habit as a vice, and one
which, if kept from the victim for a few years, might
be dried up at the roots. It was proved beyond a
doubt that the Chinese Govermment were in earnest
when in 1839, they made that noble sacrifice of 20,-
000 chests, by hurling them all into the sea, and it is
but the terror of our arms that has since paralyzed
them, and prevented their taking any active course
of proliibition. Nor, again, unless opium 1= grown
in China itsclf, cau any other nation but ourselves
supply the demand, aithough, if any could, what
shouid that signify to us?

“India has vast resources, if fairly developed.—
The cultivation of long staple cotton alone might
prove a mine of wealth. This opium revenue is by
no means necessary to her existence. On the con-
trary, to those who recognize a superintendiog Provi-

dence, it must be evident that divine retribution will
sooner or later overtake this national violation of
Christian duty.—Yours, &ec.,

AN OLp ResipenT 1IN CuiNa.”

B i T —

l"r_om Correspondent of the Presbyterian,
PALESTINE.

Ixprew Bianrrawm,
Dlains of Sharon, 1855.

Since our residence in the open country, removed
from the nearneighborhood of cities or towns, where
the influence of & mixed and partially civilized popu-
lation ituevitably results in variety and change in
popular habits, we have become peculiacly interested
in the primitive manners and customs of the native
peasantry. In many respects their style of living
scems to remuin the same as in the days of the pa-
triarchs and judges, and of later Biblical times. The
structure of society seems to have taken its present
form in the same simple manner, in necessity and
Providence. First, the father is the head and gov-
ernor of a numerous household ; if hisflocks increase,
and his harvests and vintage are abundant, the pocr
in his vicinity are employed by him, seck his favour
and protection, and the more prosperous join and in-
termarry with his children. This family association
becomes a tribe} and afterward the most intelligent
and popular of his descendants is chosen to stand
for his brethren in all matters of right and wrong
among themselves, and intercourse with other people.
These head or chief men are denominated Shieks.—
Again, as they increase in numbers and wealth, they
subdue their weaker neighbors, and add thewm to their
party. There is no safety for individuals scperate
from the protection of such association. Their rules
are various, according to their importance and situ-
tion. The Shicks have the responsibility of keeping
peace with the Turkish Government, and collecting
its legal taxes from their people. In some cases sev-
eral petty Shicks acknowledge the supremacy of a
greater.  One of these head Shicks, with whom we
are acquainted, receives annually, as a tax, a fee
from each of his men, two rotile of semin (thirteen
pounds of boiled butter), worth about two dollars.—
Another receives three measures of wheat (one and
a half bushels); anotherbarley, or grapes, or a sheep,
according to the staple produce of his people and
their ability.

We are acquainted with two classes of the Arabs,
the Bedouins and the Feliaheen. The Fellaheen re-
side in villages, in ruins, or huts of mud and stone.
They cultivate the adjacent district, and raisc most
of the grain, olives, grapes, figs, and vegetables of
this country. They also go out of their villages as
shepherds, with their flocks of sheep and goats, and
hierds of cattle, to graze through the day on unculti-
vated places, and return for safety every night.  Their
villages are not composed of scattered dwellings and
gardens as in America, but are built close and com-
pact for sccurity. These villages are numerous on
the mountains and on the plaius, and each village
has its Shick. 1We also know two classes of the
Bedouins, the stationary and the roving. They re-
side in tents of black goat's hair cloth. The station-
ary have flocks and herds, and a right to certain
lands from government. They cncamp near these-
laads, and sow grain and field-crops, waler-melons,
&c., but do not irrigate, plaut trees, or vineyards, or
gardens. The roving Bedouins do not cultivate the
soil in any way, butdepend for subsistence on raising
camels, horses, herds, and flocks, and frequently re—
move their cucampments for fresh pasturage and

4
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water. Theso all are ussociated in Inrge fawilies, and
havo their Shicks. Muny interesting incidents oceur
in our daily converse with the various sick persous
and their relatives, who visit us from a distance in
cvery direction; and it would be pleasant to visit
awong them more -frequently than our constadt oc-
cupation permits. Their salutations are muach the
same as we find on record in the Scriptures. They
frequently say to us, “ Peace be buth to thee, and
peace be to thine house, and peace be unto all that
thou hast,"—(1 Sam. xxv. 6.) “May you live man)
years and see the prosperity of your people.” * May
all blessings and good thungs come to you.” These
are often accompanied with, * God is good.” © lle is
merciful, be is gracious; may his mercies and bless-
ings be upon you.”

Their style of hospitality reminds us of Abraham
and Lot in the entertainment of visitors.  * The fatted
calf” is killed, and the unleavened cakes, on account
of haste, are made and served hot. The practice of
killing a fatted calf, or lamb, or kid, when receiving
strangers, or upon festive occasions, is still so much
observed, that even the poor often keep a kid in the
hiouse, and feed it with a portion of any provision
they may have, like the poor man in Nathan's para-
ble.—(2 Sam. xii. 3, 4.) Also like the case of the
witch of Endor.—(1 Sam. xxviii: 24.) The same
custom is also mentioned by our Saviour in the para-
ble of the prodigal son.——(Luke xv. 23.) The killing
of the futted calf, or lamb, or kid, in « religious way,
as « kind of sacrifice, is also still practised. Some-
times when a man has no child, he will vow to make
such a sacrifice, or offering, for the benefit of the
poor, aund sacredly fulfil it when his prayer is answer-
cd. At other times, when a beloved relative is dan-
gerously ill, the same sow is made and fulfilled in
the event of recovery.  An intelligent Arab brought
his young wife to us seriously indisposed, for medi-
tine. A simple remedy restored her to health.  lle
goon after killed his fatted khid, and invited the poor
to his feast. Hec informed us that it%vas a sacnfice
%ic had promised to the Lord to make when he brought
his wife for madicine, if che should recover. He
stated that it was their custom on such oceasions to
kill & sacrifice, and make a feast for the poor. They
never eat in the presence of others without dividing
their morsel, esteeming it a sin to do otherwise, ana
& general hospitality is regarded as 2 religious duty.

In their common business and converse, they con-
stantly recognize the supremacy and providence of
God. Afllictions and losses they universally express
as coming from him justly in chastisement for their
sins. “Min Allah! min aAllah!’ they rcpeat in a
subdued manner, * From God, from God,” as an enc
of all complaint, and a solace to the wHicted. When
they build, or plant, or commence avy work, or haz-
ard themsclves, as in descending a well, or starting
on a journcy, they invoke aloud divine protection
and blessing upon their effort. To such an extent is
this reverent and constant mention of the Creator,
that the peasant who brings his donkey-load of pro-
duce fur sale at the gate, wheo offered a lower price
than he is willing to take, only answers, * May God
give you as good for that price.” An observer may
stand for hours in the morning at the Jaffu gate, and
hear the country Arab give the one same reply, with
little variation, to the shrewd city regnilers.

The fashion of their dress appears to be very sim-
ilar to that worn in the time of Moses and the proph-
ets. The wisdom and love of God gave to his people
minute regulatious, ‘* on account of the hardncess of
their hearts,” such as the restoration of the outer
garment, taken in pledge, before the sun was set, for
the reason, “it is his covering only™ “ wherein shalt
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he sleep.”—(IBxod. xxii. 27.) So at this time, thig
luose heavy outer garment is frequer'y offered in
pledge ; and, among the peor, it is the only thing
with which he is covered atnight. They ingeniously
wrap themselves from head to feet, without bed or
pillow beside. Every woman wears a picce of thin
cloth, of various colour and material, according to
the cast of the wearer, appended to the head as o
veil. It is generally about the size of a common
shawl.  With this they suddenly cover themselves
at the approach of the other sex, as did Rachel—
(Gen. xxiv. 65.) It isoften used by the poor to tie
ap their burdeas of grain or fruit, as in the example
of Ruth iii. 15. It is also the practice for poor
women to glean in harvest time after the reapers,
and in the evening beat out with a short stick what
they have gleaned, and carry the grain home in their
veils.—(Ruth ii. 17.) Many poor women come to
our large court-yard to beat out their grain for pro-
tection. The girdle so often mentioned in the Scrip-
tures is universally worn. The profuse ornaments of
the head, * the wearing of gold " and precious stoneg
(by the rich) attached to and braided with the hair,
is still the fashion. Also the painting of the eycs,
or eyelids, is common on all festive und dress ocea-
stuns.  Bright-coloured and expensive stufls are wora
by men, folded in enormous turbans, as alluded to in
Ezcek. xxiii. 155 in round tiers, as in Isa. jii. 18, and
2 Kings ix. 30.

The custom of the principal med and elders sitting
at the gate is still practised in walled towns like Jafh.
Here all wmatters of news, disputes, and variance, aco
discussed and settled. When one person wishes to
speak with another on business of importance, it is
common for him to sit down at the gate and wait for
his passing, as did Boaz.—[Ruth iv. 1.] The man-
uer of threshing grain, by the treading of cattle, is
still the same. The threshing floors are a smooth,
clevated place in the open fields, and in threshing
titne they are always waiched day and night, and the
owners sleep near the grain to protect it, as did Bosaz,
[Ruth iir. 7.] The practice of pouring water on the
hands for washing, instead of using a vessel or basin,
is still the custom, and the rich have an attendans
for this purpose, as Elisha was called by Jehosaphat,
“the son of Shaphat which poured water oun the
hands of Elijah.”—[2 Kingsiii. 11.] They wash he-
fore and after eating.  As knives and forks mie rarely
known, they use their fingers very expertly. The
sume “red pottage” “of lentiles,” like that for which
isaun sold lus birthright [Gen. xxv. 36, 3473, is sl
a common and favorite dish among all clusses.—
Wken the Arabs have occasion to visit their supe-
r1ors to crave a favor, they consider it disrespectful
W go * empty-handed,” but ofien take a lump of figs,
or dates, a cluster of grapes, and a few loaves of
bread *in their hand,” as a complimentary present.
The same regulation that was given by Moses [Deut.
xaxii. 10], aboat ploughing with diverse animals to-
gether, would be necessary now, as the natives often
soke a sturdy ox and a feeble donkey [or ass]
together before the plough. The manner of life of
the Bedouins particularly much resembles the patri-
archal dwelling in tents, which like the tents of Ke-
dar, are black —[Sol. Song, i. 5.] They are shep-
herds, chiefly supported by their tlocks and herds, as
were Jacod and g sons.  In ‘this land, the cultiva-
tors of the soil give the same share of their produce,
“the fifth * [Gen. xlvii. 241, as rent or taxto tho
Goverminent, that Joseph instituted when governor
of Egypt. Their religious sentiment and veneration
is predominant. They derominate Jerusalem ‘el

Koodis,” 24e holy, and have a great reverence for the
sacred localities mentioned in Bible history. They
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catly venerate the Scriptures, and regard them of
S-irviuc authority.

The more fumiliar we become with the people, the
more numerous are similur features recognized winong
them, which would be impossible to mention in my
present linits.  The query often arises in our minds,
how these ancient usages have been so perpetunted
among such an uncivilized people?  We cannot but
regard the fact as strong testimony that the present
patives of the agricultural districts of Palestine are
a mixed race, in part descended (rom its early pos-
sessors.  Inthe Old Testament we havefregiient men-
tion of the intermarringe of Jows with the people ot
the laud and surrounding nations.  [Sce the times of
Nehemialy and Ezra.]  In the Acts we 1ead that the
fether of Timuthy was a Gredk, and his mother n
Jewess. Itisprobable that n any vbscure individuals
remuined, notnithsianding the gencral dispersion and
destruction by the Romans, and became amalgama-
ted with other people.  Most of the Jews with whom
we have had acquaintance in Hebron, Jorusalom, and
Jaffa, have been either themselves, or their futhers,
emigrants from other-countrics, who retin their dif-

ferent lunguages and customs. \

From the Dublin Warder.

A HOWL FROM THE SHORES OF AMERICA.

An Irish priest long resident in Amcrica, thunders
across the Atlantic a warning to bis lay compairiots,
so illustrative of the decay of Romwsnism, and so
‘characteristic of itsselfishness, that it desery es a place
in the Wurder, ns well as a few remaks at our hands:

“ The Ivish,” he says, “as a general tule, do not
become rich in this country with a competince o
support, but they cease to be religious (ven with a
competence of rdigion ; and this is the thind reason
why, us an Irish priest, I dissunde, in good, sincere.
and heary cainestness, Irishmen from muhing this
their heme. When they arrive here they loiter aliowt
the lurge cities, 2ud arc dependont on a precarious
day’s work. They scon mix with lad companions,
who, if Irish, have already unlearned the teachings
of their faith; and, if Americars, have no faith at all.
If they go into the interior of the country, they work
there at railroads and canals, and aregin 2 gream
measure, deprived of the aids of religion, not having
seen @ priest for mouths together. They indulge in
the beastly and besotting vice of intemperance ; they
lose respect, through bad example, fur their clergy,
they neglect the sueraments; and 1 tear many who
would have saved their souls at home lose them here,
whither they come to ‘save tbe lite that perishetb.
1 speak from actuanl experience when 1 say that Lhave
sten a3 much poverty here as 1 have ever seen in
Ireland, and aw too frequently called on 10 minister
to their waunts out of my own scanty resources. Itis
a4 sad trial to an Irish priest to see the once respectful
Irishinm become so degenerate as to chime in with
that republicanism run mad, which makes him lack
reverence for the ‘man of God. The truth is, that
the so-called liberty of these States is aunother name
for license, that it is a liberty to commit all kinds of
excess s without the salutary restraints of a v irtuous
and well-ordered public opinion. It is better, then,
to live and die at bome as faithiul Catholics than to
come here with but a chance to be better, and in
danger of becoming lax in faith and morals.  Better
isit that the Irish should leavetheir sons and daugh-
ters behind them with the precious jem of fuith, than
come hure and leave them exposed to the evils ol
ind:lfeventism and infidelity.  And it is a fact unde-
niable, that the greater number of the children born

of Irish parents in this country have more of native
feelings, ntive antipathy to the Irish, and more of
irreligion, than perhaps those whose forefathers havo
been Americans.”

This is, of course, to be read cum grano salis. The
“ besotting vice of intemperance™ cannot be indulged
consistently with industry and prosperity, and both,
for the most part, characterize the Irish poasant who
carries any sort of cnergy and sulfcrespectalong with
him juto the grent tonus or the backwoods of Amer-
ica. It is, on the contrary, notorious that n.en who
bad lost cast at home, by dissipation and idleness,
have made both a charncter and competunee for
themselves in the encrgizing atmospliere ot the States.
The poor Irish emigrant at once shakes himself frge
of the slough of his dirt, indolence aud savilny. Ho
finds that in this new scene & man must either work
or starve. There is no place for the dilmory or the
slugeish.  The race is unly to the swift, but the trial
is quichly over, and the prizes are great and near.

The emigiant labourcr no svuner atrives than tho
transformation begins, He is no longer rngged and
squal.d, but cJean und deuently dad.  He exchanges
Lis swinish dictory of putatoes and cablbage for plain
Lt nutritious fuod. His listless and procnstinatory
habits are supplanted by cnergy and punctuality. e
finds thut his new position is not to be trifled with,
Ile must accon.modate himself to the exacting indus-
try and decent habits of his new home, or sink alto-
gether.  The change thus forced wjon him soon
vrings its renard.  He finds that his wages not only
support kim comfortably; Lut leave him a margin to
put up in bark. With a mere trifle he tuys the fee-
~simple of sume fitlty acres.  In the inteivals of his
tniployment he gradually clears it, Luilds his log-
house, and digs his well.  He then enters with his
fumily, tahes leave for Yife of dependence and Vicis-
situde, and founds a moderate furtune.

But along with his prosperity there grows upon
him, as the priest we have just quoted tiuly remarks,
# decided tendens y—eventually irresisull.—to em-
brace *infidelity,” or, in other words, I'rotestantism.
And they not culy “neglect the sacraments,” but
-*lose thdir respect for the clergy,” to such an extent
that they won't submit to belitelled and lampoeoned
in chapel, ur to be flogged in the streets like vicious
Liutes.  The priest at home feels that emigiation will
never midhe bis pot boil, and the priest in the States
discovers, like a turkey who has hatchied a brood of
ducks, that he loses his flock as fust as they ate
teathered. No wonder that they join in denouncing
«migration. The social stagnation of ignorance and
teriotism is the element in which the Papacy thrives.
Letin the light and disarm the priest, and, alasl
what remains for the Romanist peasant?  Nothing
but prosperity and the Bible. ’

Fiom a Concspoident of the Western Episcopahan.
TUE FALLEN YOUTH.

Last week 1 saw a young man at the Lar of justice.
Ie was seutenced to an imprisonment in the peniten-
tiary for fiftcen years. His crime was burglay and
grand larceny. He was a perfect stranger in our
conmunity. I sought an interview with him, and
repeated my visit during the three days that he staid,
t0 learn something of his histery. 1lle is the son of
a, minister. He is now thirty-three years of age.
Those only who learned his abilities, niatural and ac-
quired, know bhow {ar hehas fallen. Hehas a vigor-
ous mind, is well cducated, has a quick perception,
and he might have attained to almost any situation
of honour or profit if he had conducted himself with

propriety. Ic hus, he tells me, learned the printer's
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profession, and the painter's—he had been a ¢ report-
er for the press” I have now before me a letter
which he wrote just hefore he left for prison. Its
composition, its style, its penmanship are of the firs
order. I inquired of him particularly the causes
which led him on to his present condition—for this
is not his first offence. Ie gave me substantially the
following :—* Wicked associates acd companions—
trifling with female affection—tippling and intempe-
rance —gambling and neglect of moral and religivus
duties, and idleness.” Ile says he commenced his
downward cureer before the age of eighteen years.
e followed his wicked course till now it reaps its
bitter rewards. Let every youth that reads this ac-
count ponder over the causes which led to this fall,
and then let him see the consequences. They are—
loss of property, of character, of self-respect, a har-
dened and desperately wicked heart, & mother weep-
ing over a fallen son, & wife aud child left desolate,
cunscience seared, & God offended, the laws of man
broken, and a life of fiftcen years at hard labour in
the state prison. Would you avoid the eand of this
fullen youth? Shun the causes which lead to the
end.

Frowm the Morning Star.
EMANCIPATION.

Three millions of slaves in a land of liberty ! Men,
women and children, bought, sold, whipped, driven,
worked like brutes, without remedy! Every citizen
obliged to guard, nourish, patronize, defend, strength-
en this iniquity with his money, and political con-
nection with the national government whether he
chooses to do so or not! What a state of things!
How can we endure conncection with such villainy ?
Our hearts ache when we think of it, and we long
for the day of emancipation of the slave, and of our-
selves, If any thing can be done to correct this evil,
if any meauns can be adopted to rescue a part of these
victims of opnression, our hearts will rejoice. The
underground R. R. does something, but a very small
proportion of the natural increase of slaves escape,
so that the hosts of the oppressed are growing larger
-and larger every year. This mode of escape is too
sléw, dangerous, uncertain to be relied on as a reme-
dy for the mighty evil. Political prospects are dark
for the slave, and many generations will pass away
before deliverance will come from that quarter. In
the meantime, something more than is doing, should
be done. But what can we do? How can we reach
these sufferers? Every answer that is proffered is
compassed with difficulties, and yet if it is true,
“where there is a will, there is a way,” something
may be done. W¢ have a plan which we have laid
before several discreet fiiends of the slave, and be-
fore persons familiar, from long residence at the south,
with the institutions in that region, and they are of
opinion that it might by judicious management be
made effectual.  If it will work at all, the extent of
guccess will only be limited by the funds available in
the enterprize. Here is the Jlan.

Secure by purchase or leasc an appropriate tract
of land at the south, aud then purchase all the slaves
that the funds will admit of, and put them upon this
land in companies as large as can be profitably em-
ployed, and place over them suitable superintendents
to direct their Iabor, provide for their necessitics, and
manage the proceeds of the plantation. Some mis-
sionary society should provide schools, and religious
instruction for the slaves, and a portion of every day
should be devoted to teachiyg them to read, rite,
&c., and the Sabbath held sacred to rest and moral
improvement.

-~

The proceeds of the plantation above the necessary
expenses, should be placed to the credit of the slaves,
and when the amount equals the original purchase
money and interest, set them all free, and use the
same money .again to ransom others from slavery,
and give them opportunity to work out the ransom
money in the same way, which they can do in about
five years. Ounly such slaves should be purchased as
chouse to comply with these conditions, for we wish
not to be implicated in involuntary setvitude. Some
of the.reasons which seem to favor this scheme we
will mention. The slave can attain his freedom by
his own cftorts; his offspring from the time of his
purchase will be free forever; he will be prepared
for freedom by the instruction which he will receive
his contract to earn his ransom; he will earn his
ransom much quicker under the direction of intelli-
gent superintendents, than if left to himself; the
moncy invested will be safe, and pay interest, so that
it will be easier to secure large suws to invest. If
the plan works well, there can be money enough ob-
tained to buy every slave at the south, and give them
opportunity to work themselves free. We can de-
monstrate the superiority of free labor in the midst

2 of slavery; we can fill the market with free labor

products, we shall be able to settle these negroes in
their southern climate where they belong, and where
they can do the most good, and not alarm commerce
with the.idea that the southern trade is likely to be
ruined.

If resposible parties wil¥ engage in this work of
philanthropy, we are persuaded that the money, the
way and the means, the men and opportunity will
not be wanting, and if the experiment prove success-
ful, we may live to sce slavery abolished, or reduced
to & mere nominal existencer There will be difficul-
ties to overcome, no doubt, but in what good work is
this not the case? If we naver attempt to rescue
the slave until all difficulties are removed, we shall
do nothing. In the nature of the case we may ex-
pect them, but they can be conquered by patient,
Jjudicious effort. : G. H. B.

From the British Banner.
GOUGII IN ENGLAND.

This greag orator has at length left our shores for
his adopted country. On taking ship from Liverpool,
he was accompanied on board by many friends, well
known in the walks of humanity and religion, who
bade him for the present, a thoroughly Eaglish adicu,
Now that his labors are closed, did our space permit,
we should like to review the Europetn carcer of this
most admirable man.—We were the firstto herald his
advent; and nothing was wanting on our part to in-
troduce Lim with advantage to the British people.—
On looking back through the wi.ole of his extraordi-
nary career since his advent, we see no reason to
regret our good offices, but the contrary. Mr. Gongh
has proved himself all that we predicted, and some-
thing more. Hislabors have had no parallel in these
lands. They wouldlose but little by comparison with
those of Whitfield or Wesley, for an equal period.—
He has addressed in Great Brifain, during the two
years he has been in our midst, 460 meetings, and in
round numbers, 800,000 persons. In London he
addressed 72 mecetings. In Exeter Hall he spoke
upwards of 40 times. IHe has travelled 19,837 miles
per ruil and conch. His correspondence amounts to
3,500 letters; and to crown the whole, he slept in
upwards of 300 different beds!

Temperance—the moderate use of things beneficial,
and sabstinence from all things hurtful. :
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Pictos b Doings of Inbibivmuls,
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For the Guspel Tribune.
70 WISDLOM.
BY THE FOREST BARD,

I metahoary pilgim on the world's lughway,
A sage stmuiasnty Whtovugh miany Jauds,
Whoust paticat steps 00 lure sufficed to stay
From piching peblles from life's ocean sands =
No curls of beauty deck’d her lofly brow,
‘Cime’s ruthtess hand had torn them ald away,
But ah! a richer crowa he leaves thee now,
His hoary locks of venerable grey.

All humbly robed, by gorgeous thrones she stood,
A stern 1eproof 10 vauty and prde,

And gathiered gemns s stures of westal fuod,
Fuosa jutle imorsels countiers enst aside,

By heaven chartered to aieal the earth,
Thraugh 1calins afar her patient course she ran,

Diflusing blessings; i her breast thewr buth
Became the grund catholican of man,

Again I met her in the humble cot,

Where gleaning knowledge from the silvered sage,
She fostered blessings for the hwman Jjot,

Bright sands of Gotd 1o gitd the preachers page,
No lordly fune was hers, an humble cell,

A rill beside, and stately pines ubove,
Where wedimtion would delight 10 dwell,

Aud where 10 live the alchymist would love.

There wisdom dwelt, a sybilline retreat,
Beueath an oak with trailing ivy twined.
In which when e'er she deigned 10 tuke a seat,
Kmgs seeking counsel, at her feet reclimed <
Among the devotees who gathered there,
I murk’d one form of nuld majestic mien,
On whom the goddess smiled with favor tare,
1 lovked and saw, *twas Bruun's lovely Queen.

Euch voice was hushed when wisdom spoke, each sneer
Of maudlin misth, and frothy fancy's will,

Suuk back abash’d, her suge ranarks to hear,
While pale faced prde grew even paler still.

Her words with houey dropp'd, were sweet and mild,
Bright inspiration frumed for mortal ears,

For mau wstruction,— precept for the child,
1 ue sage expeneace of a thousand years

A gentle guide, to all who seek to learn

The paths of virtue, and the ways of truth,
Severe for honor and for Justice stemn,

The fasthiful guardian of wufiicuded yoath ;
Gud's gractous gifi 1o Israel's favord kiug,

Thou at prayr’s voice bade ignoiance depart,
Bade faith her halo round the soul to tling,

Aud hope (o dwell within the human hean,

AURORA, Dec. 1855.

THE SCRIPTURES AND THEIR INTERPRE-
TATION. .

BY TIHE REV. JOUN GILMOTUR.

Man remains ignorant of many of his moral rela-
tions, and ultimate destiny, while destitute of the
oracles of God. That nation or individual has re-
ceived no ordinary blessing to whom are committed
the oracles of God. So thought Moses, David, and
Paul. God had distinguished the Israclites above
many nations of the earth, especially because unto

them he had committed his word. He communicated
these oracles through various instruments under tho
ineflable guidance of his Holy Spirit: © Holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the IHoly Ghost.”
Every thing in them is true. They constitute objective
religion perfect; and so far as any ifidividual under-
stands and is assimilated to them, he approaches
subjective perfection.  The word of the Lord is per-
fect, but its influence upon the mind may be very
imperfect. Due attention to this distinction would
prevent many loose statements about the doctrine of
perfection, and serve to correet some errors on that
point. :

No part of this perfect system of truth can be at
variance with any other part ; nor can its statements
be in cuntradiction tu any other portion of truth
throughout the universe of God ; for he who inspired
the one produced the other. This revelation is in
harmony with every fact in space and duration. The
former may impress us with the immensity of Deity,
the latter convey some idea of his cternity—.ubjects
far above our comprchension ; yet, with revelations,

Jlight will often induce us to call in expressive silence

to muse his praise. The mind floating on the im-
mensity of space exclaims, where will wonders end?
and, in working up the stream of time, finds even its
antiquity beyond the power of thought. The fossil
dates bafile calculations, and should we in the ascent
by imginations power, place our foot on the first jot
of material creation, there lies a gulf between us and
the Great Unknown which we cannot cross. ¢ Whe
by searching can find out God?” There is no point
in space nor period in duration with which he is not
intimately connected, acquainted, and present. We
may thercfore safely conclude, that no communica-
tion of his will to man will contradict the facts of
creation and its history.

Nature is the product of God: the interpretation
of it is the effort of man. The Bible is the product
of God; its interpretation the work of man—the pro-
ducts are divine and never contradict one another—
the interpretations belong to man, and may be con-
tradictory. Ilence follows an important practical
lesson. The interpretations of nature and revelation
may discord, while nature and revelati.n are in per-
fect harmony. Pecause some new interpretation of
pature seems to comtradict some interpretation of
revelation which I entertain, it does not follow that
revelation or nature is at fault, but that our interpre-
tation may, and needs to be, carefully revised. Be-
tween & thing and its interpretation there is a mighty
difference ;—the thing itself ¢rue, my interpretation
at fault; nature true, revelation true, suspect them
not, submit them to no torture, suspect your view of
them, and submit it once more tothe crucible.

Sir Isaac Newton teaches that the carth goes round
the sun. This is a coufirmed and admitted fact.
Some interpretations of the Bible led people to think
the sun weat round the earth, Now, which shall yvo

deny—Sir, Isaac’s theory or the Bible? Neither.
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Suspect and revise the interpre*ation; make it cor-
rect ; make it what the Bible authorizes, and there
iz no contradiction ; you need not abandon the book,
only abandon a false interpretation.

Geology teaches the great antiquity of our world,
that instead of being a few thousand years old, it
may have reaclied millions. Its fossil inductions are
irres stible; enlightened candour can no longer gain-
say the evidence of antiquity—an antiquity leaving
immensely in the distance our wonted chronology ;
and, what then? shut our eyes on demonstrative
phenomena, or conclude the sacred oracles ar® at
fault, and so deny their inspiration —neither the
one nor the other. Let nature tell her own honest
tale; she displays the eternal power and god-head of
Jehovah; hesitate not for & moment to sing the
hymn of praise which she teaches; in the end you
will find there is no discord between that hymn and
that which revelation dictates; lay it down as a
masim the Bible is true; but does it follow that your
interpretation of it is equally true.  Your interpreta-
tion is that the material world is about six thousand
years old ; but is that what Moses teaches in Genesis,
first and second chapter ?  Without question he
teaches the recent creation of man: nor does geology
contradict this. The history of Adam commences on
the sixth day, and where, in the statement of Moses,
have we an account of the first day? Chapteri. 3,
tt And God said, let there be light, and there was
light.” Now this is the commencement of the
Adamic system; and six days after he is created.
But observe, the operation given in the statement of
Moses, prior to the first Adamic day, is contained in
verses 1 and 2; and the only chrounological data it
affords, is “ In the beginning.” Now, does the Bible
any where give us a clue to the meaning of the
phrase, ¢ Ia the beginning?  Prov. viii. 22, 23: « The
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, defore
his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from
the beginning, or ever the earth was.” A remark or
two on these two verses may show us what ¢ In the
deginning” means.  1st. It was d¢fore his works of old;
now, how long before, the record saith not. 2nd. In
the 23rd verse it adds the expressions, from everlast-
ing, and from the deginning. Arc they not synony-
mous, or may be explanatory of one another? Per-
haps gramimarians would call it » Hendiadys ; but,
to the common reader, do not the words, “Jn the
beginning,” seem the same in import as from ever-
lasting. Noris thisthe only passage. Examine the fol-
lowing:—John i. 1; Meb. 1. 10; Col. i. 18. Now, it
was in the beginning, however long or short, (and as
we have no line we cannot measure it,) that God
made the heavens and the ecarth. If the geologist
prove to our cntire satisfaction, that it requires
myriads of ages to create the successions of vegetan-
ble and animal existences, which have left their im-
press on the respective strata with which his exam-
inations have made him acquainted, we say our
Father made them all, and he prefaces our chronology

in his own book, with & statement which gives amplo
time fur these successive productions, viz.: * In the
beginning”—¢ From ecternity.”

We, however, frankly admit, that <he rucord of
revelation confines the history of man within a short
chronological compass ; not much more, at any rate,
than six or seven ticusand years; and should the
geoloyist find any human fossil or fossils of any hu-
man inrcentions; implements or instruments of very
ancient data in bis gevlogical epocbs, we should find
a difficulty according to our present interpretution.
But what is the fact: no such remains arc found in
any of the three strata; no, not among Lyell's,
cocene miocene, pliocene and newer pliveene; we
had almost added geology, whose prattle threatened
the extinction of revelation, now that it bas waxed
into manhood, yields its tributary testimony to the
unquestionabie veracity of the scriptural narrative
under proper interpretation. The disciple of reve-
lation has nothing to fear from fresh discoveries. Let
their veracity be tested and confirned ; should they
then scem to contradict the divine testimony, be as-
sured it is ouly apparent. Truth is-one; in all its
deparuments there is agreement. We venture not,
however, to add, that the interpretation of cevelo un,
however antiquated and numerously sustained, is
unquestionhbly correct. If a screw scems loose, youn
will find it here ; not in the oracles themselves—they
are divine, the interpretation is human.

The utmost care,however, should be taken in our at-
tempts to ascertain the meaning of holy writ. It is
the stand-point from which we shall survey other
portions of this wonderful book. Now, should this
be false, it will greatiy mislead, It will be to revela-
tion what a vitiated eye is to nature. I suppose this
is what is meant by the Redeemer. ¢ If thine eyc be
single thy whole body shall be full of light.” Should
we find some interpretation of the word, which we
entertain, sort ill with some other portion of reve-
lation, suspectnot for a moment the accordance of both
portions of the word, but at once suspect your inter-
pretation, and submit it to renewed investigation;
dare to suspend your judgment, seek the direction of
Heaven, and, sooner or later, in God’s light, you will
see light. Be strong in faith, giving glory to God,
for the veracity of his word. But the interpretation
of that word by any man, or any number of men,
you may question without offence, and in question-
ing attain the trué light—you are authorized to do
50 by Christ's declaration, “ Call no man master.”
To question a human interpretation is not uabelicef,
it is often the first step to genuinc,'enlightencd faith,
Guard, however, against the sally in the opposite
direction. The mind, like the-clastic wire} when
relieved from one pressure, may spring too fur on the
other side; to have discovered a false interpretation,
does not anthorize us to descry all humaninterpreta~
tion. It gives us liberty to question others, but treat
all with candour and judgment. * Provc all things,
uold fast that which is good.”
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To fulse interpietation wo may trace all the divi-

'of God, if we are disciples indeed ; earnest men ean-

slons whicli ubtain in the church , and it produces all not help putting some interpretation on the word of

the sectarian Litterness which prevails,
truth held in the Bible spirit, will prodace long-

A Bible|God, but let-—

1. All due caution bo cxercised in studying this

sultiing, furlearance, and christian courtesy, Lut blessed Look. Take heed how you heuar, says tho

the tenet of & sect, held in the spirit of & sect, is
generally surclar,ed with bitterness, and eapludes
in irritating language against all who differ. Melany
choly illustration’ of this statement is found in the
conduct of' the Juws tuwards our Lord, and its fatal
igsue in the Listuty of that people is highly instruc-
tive and monctary.

The lofry desariptions of Messiah's reign, given by
the proplicts, were by fulse interpretation completely
seculariocd; thiey, the Jows, thuught only of lis tu-
poral grandeur, and visible rule over the nations of
the earth. They ignored the prophecies which spolke
of him a5 a mun of sorrow anc acquainted with gricf.
They found it etsier to overlook the predictions
which related to his humiliation, than to reconcile
them  with those which did depict his spiritual
triumphs.  They did not suspect their own interpre-
tation, though thut interpretation rendered a great
portion of the Bible undecipherable. It may, how-
over, be laid down as a maxin, when any human
interpretation rendeied it necessary to overlook any
portion of holy w.it, or militates against it, or inter-
feres with it, or prevents our cordial reception of it,
the interpretation is at fault. Now, the Jews, in the
face of all those descriptions of the obscurity, poverty,
suffering, and death of Messiah, held their interpre-
{ation, though it obliged them to ignore so much of
their own Seriptures. Ience the bitterness and
clamour they always showed when any jotimation
was given that the lowly Jesus was the Messiah: his
anwearicd hindness, unbroken meekness, authorita-
tive and sacred teaching—miracles, signs, and won-
ders—all manner of diseases healed, the elements
controlled, deuth itself overcome, and demons rebuk-
ed, were Jost upon them in consequence of their
vicious interpretation, and the vicious spirit which
it engendered. ¢ And they murmured at him, be-
. cause he said, I am the bread which came down
from heaven. s not this Jesus the son of Joseph,
whose father and mother we know?” “Do the rulers
know indced this is the Christ. ITowbeit, we know
this man, whence he is, but when Christ cometh, no
man knoweth whence he is.” We must not enlarge,
or it were casy to show how they were misled and
their spirits cmbittered by these one-sided iunterpre-
tations—and even the Apostles themselves were
often confounded by the same evil, and Iaboured
under ifs baneful influences, both before our Lord’s
death and after his resurrection. “Slow of heart to
believe all that the Prophets have spoken.” But we
must abruptly closc this paper, at somo future time
Wwe may restne the subject.

Of course, we do not object against interpretation
ftselfy for we must have practical views of the word

Divine Teacher.

2. Let no human interpretation be placed on a
levedd with the Bibleitself. Let God Le true, but every
man a liar, )

3. Abauandon that interpretation, which carried out
in its own spirit, is opposed to the spirit of Christ.
i You know not what spirit you are of.”

4. No interpretation is right which obliges you to
ignore any part of the word of God, or renders you
indifferent about it. Ye are my fricuds, if ye do
whatsoever I command you.

-—————— e - — —— e — —— P -

To the Editor of the Gospel Tribune.

DEear Sir,—1 have just received a letter from the
Rev. Walter Milne, Missionary of the Canada Baptist
Union ; and, as I believe, that a lew extracts will
not be inconsistent with the general objects of your
Magazine, I here enclose them jor insertion.

My object in doing so is two-fold. TFirst, I think
our beloved brother bas hit upon the true method of
conducting Evangelical operations in a newly settled
country such as that to which he has been appointed,
whero the settlers are yet living in their first log
cabins, and where no meeting bouses, and very few
School-houses have yet risen among the trees of the
forest. Here the balt. of * going up to the house of
God” on tbe Sabbath morning has not been formed,
and that sacred day differs from the rest, in the ex-
perience of many of the people, only as it affords
them more leisure, and on that very account, per-
haps, it is made the occasion of greater dissatisfac- -
tion of life and a lower prostration of morals, (at
lesst among the young,) than any other of the seven,
Here, in order to meet the spiritual wants of the
people, the minister must seek them out ir their own
houses, for the simple reason that he can find many
of them no where else; and it may be confidently
boped that the Holy Spirit will affix the Divine Seal
to those self-denying labours, and that much “good
sced” will be sown at those humble visitations where
* The Scriptures are read and espounded, and
prayer is offered,” for. and in the presence of parents
and children. And secondly, I lape in this way to
engage the sympathies of your pious readers, in
behalf of vur brother, ir hope that mauny of them will
be,* belping together with him in their prayers,”
and so Le sharers with him both in the work and
the reward,

Our brother writes as follows :— :

«Tarrived home last night from’ a tour through the
townships of Mornington and Elma. I have mude a
point of visiting every family on each side of the
way, as I go along; and where I can, take a dif-
ferent route on returning, I do so. A few families
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had a second visit when returning, where I thought if possible, to be sustnined as 4 preacher .nd colpor-
it would be profitable. * % ¥ * [ have madelteur. He is a worthy brother, and willing to work.
96 fumily vizits. Reading and expounding the serip-|* % % %,
tures, suitable conversation and prayer were the| ¢« I 1eft home on foot, and found this to be the best
exercise engaged in at every visit. I visited the method of travelling, not only on account of the
only schaol in operation in the township of Elma, badness of the roads, but also in consequence of the
and preached seven times in the different localities. 'little trouble it gave me and those I visited. The
My first appointment was where a regular Baptist Providence of God was very conspicuously displayed
chiurch has been recently formed, numbering elevenin all the way [ was led. I was never permitted to
members, with a good prospect of a speedy increase. wander from my path in the woods. Whenever a
Here [ witnessed the first baptism that is supposed to ,guide was required, & good one was always promptly
have taken place in the township. My last appoint- ‘supplied. I never wanted a meal at the proper time,
ment was at a tavern. I had two Indians, three anq always the best the people could afford. A clean
travellers, and the household for my andience. I'g,aq comfortable bed invited me to repose every even-
had visited the settlers in the neighbourhood, and ing. Only on onc occasion did I feel justified in
had a good opportunity of making my intentions gffering to pay for my entertainment, aud then it
known, but the night was stormy, and not one of \ug promptly refused bLoth by the man and his wife,
them ventured out. * % * ¥ who assured me of a cordial welcome upon any future
“ Mr. Dyer, a very carnest young man, belongiug‘ﬁsni and with' scarcely an exception I was kindly
to the Wesleyans, has his head quarters at the Town received and respectfully listened to wherever Iwent.
Plot, (uf Elina.) Mr. Hurlburt, an ordained Mis-: Like the seventy who were sent out on a similar
stonary of the Grand River Association, is expected errand, had the same question been put to me, upon

!
|
f

soon to take up his residence bLeside the Baptist
Church wlready refurred to, and give part of his
highly appreciated labours in that locality. I have
had intercourse with, I think, five others, who are
qualificd to tdl the story of a Savivur's luve, and
who are willing tu unploy themselvesin dving so.

* 1 was kindly assisted in my mission by Brother
Philips, who preaches from three to six times a week.
During the last six months he has visited and preach- |
ed in Turnbury, Culson, Warwick, Wallace, Carrick,
and Elma, sustaining himself by his own labour, the
sum of $3 being all he has ever received for preach-
ing. The people, however, make him welcome
everywhere, and urge him to continue his visits. All
these lubourers, and some others equally praiseworthy,
whom I may not have discovered, would unite heart
and hand against the common enemy, the prince of|
darkness, fill efiiciently their places, aud supply the
destitute localities, so that Elma might become a
pattern of ministerial usefulness and success, as it is
already, a paitern of religious consistency, in many
of its settlers.

“There is a rising Presbyterian interest in Morn-
ington, butI have not yet visited the locality where
it ds chiefly confined. The Wesleyans have theil
Station in this township, and are progressing.
Brother P. Robertson, who lately visited with us,
devotes most of his labours to this fiefld. TFor nine
years, almost unnoticed and unknown he has not
failed to summon the people together on the Sab-
bath, to read and expound the word of God to them.
His consistency and perseverance are making im-
pressions that will not easily be effaced. % % *
One of his hearers assured me that he was improving
much; and another, that bis meetings were larger
than any other, and tnat he was doing much good in
his visit. * * % [ think Brother Philips ought,

my return, as to them : * Lacked ye anything.” M
answer would have been * Nothing Lord, ' as theirs
was.

I paid a visit of sympathy to Elder Sym. Ifound
Lim slowly recovering in health, but stll labouring
nnder great mental depression from causces which
any earnest generons minded minister of the gospel,
whose successis not very apparent, can casily under-
stand. I had much satisfaction in my visit, and
intend to call again next week in my journcy fo-
wards Wallace,”

(Signed) WaLTER MILNE.
To Rev. W. . Laxpooxn, Supt. Misswns,

C. B. Union.

s

CHRISTIAN UNION,

(CONTINUED.)
From the Rev. John Howe,—1678.

There are two further inquiries deserving special
notice relating to this important subject.

1st, What kind of union this shall be which we
may expect the Spirit poured forth to accomplish.

2nd. In what way we may expect it to be accom-
plished. As to its nature, it will be such a union
as shall combine within itself the duty, and much of
the happiness of the Church: such a one as will
contribute much to its felicity : such as will beautiful-
Iy illustrate the faithfulness of God to Iis promise
and the Church’s obedience to her Diviwe Lord
But a8 we neither expect the Church of God on earth
to be perfectly sinless nor perfectly happy, we cannot
expect this union to be perfect. Nor should it be
thought requisite, in order to this union, that the
Spirit should be, as thus poured out, an infallible
Spirit, thus as some have thought necessary, confer-
ring on men & Spirit of Infallibility, in order to
union, whilst the question as to tho scat of it would
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still remain unsettled. Besides, as a union in holi-
ness is as necessary for thy Church of God, «s in
truth we might as reasonably expect an impeccablo as
an infallible spirit, the pretenders to which have been
so notoriously vicious and vilg that we may justly
say that if such a spirit had indeed cx’sted among
them it was unfitly lodged in the midst of such horrid
impurities, and did no more become them than a
jewel of gold in a swine’s snout. But we pass on to
inquire,—~1st, what & union we are not to expect,—
2nd, what union actually exists among all living
Christinns,—3rd, what union we are:further to look
and hope for. 1st, We are not to expect that all
ghall agree in the same measure of knowledge, and,
as the consequence, an identity of appreliension.
Every man that thinks differerently from another,
does so either truly or falsely; and on which side
goever the error lies, there lies so much ignorance;
and whitst here we all know but in part.  Nor can
we reasvnably eapect that all will attain to the same
pitch in holines, no one more spiritual and heavenly
than another; ror will all feel the same sensationg
of divine pleasure, the same motions of holy and
spiritual affections, delight and joy, much of which
may depend on bodily temperament, in which it is
obviously in vain to seek for uniformity, as it is also
in rank, order, station, and work—where, if indeed it
existed, it would not be the perfection of union, but
the union of imperfection. Such & union then, we
are not to expect. But, 2nd, Certainly there is
among all sincere and living Christians such a union
as t..at whereof I am now discoursing—a union in
those great and substantial things referred to in Eph.
4:3,4, which, having been noticed before, may
be brifly summed up as follows :—Christ is the head
of bis body, the Church; all the members of this
body do from him partake of that one and the same
spirit; it is Ie who has opened heaven to them—
who has brought life and immortality to light before
their eyes; they are called by bim in that one hope
of their calling. He is the Mediator of that covenant
of redemption which comprchends them all. It is
He that reduces and restores and re-umites them to
God, and sets all things right between Iim and them ;
herein is the sum of their union. Great has been the
controversy about the distinction of the essentials
and extra essentials of Christianity. But let men
cavil as long as they will, it would manifestly be a
most absurd thing to deny the distinction, for to such
aone I would say, which part of the distinction
would you deny,—that Chistianity has essential parts,
or that it has extra c.zenial parts? If it has no es-
sgntial parts it has no being, for certainly that is
nothing to which nothing is essential ; and to say
that there are no exira essential parts is to say that a
men cannot be a Christian unless he knows every
thing of truth and punctually, performs every thing
of duty, whether he understands it or not; which is
like saying he could not be a Christian unless he
certainly did know the meaning of the number six

bundred and sixty-six, and a thousand diflicult pas-
sages of scripture besides.  This then ig in effect to
deny the existence both of Christianity itself and of
Christians themselves ; for it must be obvious that if
the system has nothing essentinl it has no being, and
also that no Christian knows and does cvery thing
that belongs to the €hristian religion. The Apostle
gives us o summary of Christian doctrine and prac-
tice, 1 Cor. 8: 6:—*to us there is but one God, the
Father, of whorm are all things, and we in him ; and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, and we by him,"—where weo
have the great object upon which religion terminates
—God considered as the end and Christ the mediator,
the way to that end, whilst in Mat, 28: 19, we aro
pointed to the Father as the end, the Son as the way,
and the Spirit as the great principle of life and ener-
gy, moving souls towards that end through that way.
In these things all sincere Christians unite and agree.
Yet, 3rdly, it should be lamented that with thisunion,
there is still much disunion—such as ishighly dishon-
orable to God, scandalous before the world, and a most
grievousobstacle to the happiness and prosperity ofthe
Church, as might be the case in a living man,—the
soul and body still united, and the severnl parts, but
all in 2 most languishing condition, apd nigh unto
death, and it may be, onc member falling foul of
anuther,  The union we should expect, pray for, and
aim at, is that for which the Lord Jeeus so carnestly
prayed, and is also promised in Jer. 32 and 39; to
cffect which there must be a pouring forth of the
Spirit copiously, to subdue and attemper the souls of
men to the mind of Christ, raising their minds to
higher and nobler aims in seeking to know and do
his will, so that self-will and the mere love of party be
not as it now is among professing Christians, the com-
mon rule; but each aiming to walk in the steps and
imbibe the spirit that was in the Lord Jesrs, endea-
voring to walk by the same rule and mind the same
things, may be assured that if in any thing they be
otherwise minded (or still deficient, which is hero
implied) God shall reveal even this unto them.
' CoxMuNICATED BY Q. Q., PICKERING.

For the Gospel Tribune.
THE POPULAR RESOLVE.

* And the people said, nay, but we will have a king over us.”
Such was the peremptory reply of the elders of '
Israel to the prophet Samuel; after listening to the
solemn protest which the Lord commissioned his ser-
vant to enter against their folly and infatuation in
demanding a king to rule over them. Foolish peo-
ple, says the vencrable prophet, thus to reject the
Lord from being your king and prefer to him a king
who will take your sons and your daughters, and
vour fields and your vineyards, and your oliveyards,
and your flocks; and do with them as he listeth!
Depend upon it, infatuated people, in the day when
your eyes arc opened to see your folly you will lament
bitterly because of the king which ye shall have
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chosen. Nevertlieless, in spite of the many weighty j that they feel their theall becanse of the king which

cansiderntivns solemnly and feelingly urged by the
prophet to dissuade them from their purpose, they
obstinately persisted, saying *nay, but we will have
& king over us ;" we have made up our minds to rum
all hazards; “we will be like all the nwtions je—wt
will hve a Ling to judge us, and go out before us,
and fight our battles.”

In every age of the world there have appearcd
among wen g fuw comparatively solitary individuals,
who evinced a strong predilection to rule, and ty ran-
nize over their fellow men; every age has had its
Nimrod. Such, however, are the exceptions; it is a
notorious fuct that manhind in general prefer to be
subjects rather than kings,—to be ruled, rather than
to rule: were it not that this disposition te submit to
authority is o hunan propensity, the history ol the
world had not furnished so many instances of a large
propartion of the human race cringing under the
despotic rule of a single fellow mortal.  Only thiuk
of the Russian Autocrat with sixty millions or more
at lis beck,—with a territory larger than all the rest
of Burope ;—thuusands of his servile subjects princes
—rich men ;—myriads of them able bodied, mighty
men of valour.  How has the Czar attained to such
authority ?  Ile owes it to the servile disposition in
man whose language is “we will have & king over
us.”

But, perhaps, the most siriking instance that can
be furnished is exemplified in the history of Britain.
It is true a goodly proportion of her people have been
for centuries the stern opponents of despotism, and
the sincere lovers, and zealous assertors of true
liberty both «ivil and religions. Ouce und again has
the nation, prompted by the teachings of her noble,
and generous sons, arisen in her might, and snapt
asunder the chains of the despot.  One who dared to
try the experiment of governing without consulting
the people's representatives contrary to the laws of
the realm, was, after long forbearance, hurled from
bis thrune, and made to atone for his temerity with
kis Lead. Many of Britain's sons were made to “ery
out in those duy s becnuse of the king which they had
chosen ;” and long, and sad, and bloody was the
struggle it cost them to rid themselves of their in-
fatnated king.

I have said the race generally have evinced a ge-
cided disposition to submit themselves to despocic
authority ; and here we meet with a veryremarkable
anomaly, there being at the same time, in the human
breast a love of liberty strong as the strongest prin-
ciple that exists in human nature : for notwithstand-
ing the servile disposition evinced by men gencrally.
no sooncr have they felt themselves entangled in the
meshes of despotism than they have groaned for
liberty as the dearest of earthly blessings, vicing in
importance even with life itselfi—so that it is no
more certain that men will subject themselves to de-
spotic rule than it is that they will cry out in the day

they have chosen. Itis frequently the case however,
that when no hope of deliverance can be entertained,
the poor victims of despotism settle down in o state
of perfect eallousness, with scarcely n lingering do-
sire for emancipation.

Nor is it in civil matters only that the dizposition
in question is seen to develope itself.  Would that iy
were!  But though christianity be as much opposed
to despotism as light is to darkuess yet this servility
of disposition in man has been manifested in religious
ar eeclesiastical affuirs even more, if possibile, thanin
civil matters. Even in the fuce of apostolic exborta-
tions and admonitions church members cried * nay
but we will have a king over us;" and owing to the
servile propensity even in christian men, an ccclesi-
astical despotism was allowed to spring up and grow
till it filled the world ; and this the most horrid of all
the despotisms that the world ever saw, was no
doubt, in its first stages at least, cherished even by
christinn men, in their sad infutuation they said ¢ we
will b.ve o king over us;" and wlas ! alas! many,—
very Illl\l'l)' of the saiuls of the Most ILigh were made
to cry out during a long,—long,—dark and dreary
night because of the king whicl their fathers had
chosen.

In process of time God raised up a Luther, and
other Greatheurts to assert the liverties of his church;
and they did assert them successfully to a consider-
able eatent; bat what a struggle! And yet the
king,—TIE MAN OF SIN, maiutains his sway over
a great part of nominal christendom.

It we survey the present aspect of the christian
charel, with all the reformation effveted ;—if wo
lisicn to the reply to those wlio wuuld exhort chris-
tinns to “stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made them free, do we not hear the peremptory
demand and resclution of the elders of Istacl sonad-
ing aud reiterating from every quartcr * nay, but we
will bave a king over us?" ¢ to judge us, and to go
vut befure us, and to fight our battles;’ and so it in-
variably happens those who will have such rulers,
find them fur the exceptions to the general rule are
at all times sufficiently numerous to supply the de-
mand.

Let no one imagine that we are fuvourable to
anarchy cither in civil or ecclesinstical affuirs; or
that we have the least objection to kingly govern-
ment, if it be of a character similar to that under
which we have the happiness to live; far from it;
but we do hold it to be both impolitic and unwise for
men whether as members of the body politic, or of
Christ's body, the church, to set up over themselvea

rulers invested with irresponsible power. _—

CANADA BABTIST UNION.
At the general meeting held in September last, the
Superintendent of Colportage reported that an auspi-
cious beginning had been made in the self-supporting
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A.partment over which he was placed.; Since that
mecting the Executive Committee have made an hum-
ple commenct eut in the educatio.tl and missionary
gepartmients of the Union.  Mr. A, Miller of Wood-
stock is now engagid in a course of study prepara-
tory to his entering ‘on the dutics of the Christinn
ministry ; and Rev Walter Milne has begun mission-
ary operations in Easthope and the adjoining town-
ghips. The members and friends of the Union are
thus afforded an opportunity of testifying their inter-
est in thie objocts of the organization, by furnishing
means for the support of these enterprizes. Samucl
Heakes, Bsq., Turunto, is the Treasurer of the Union,
to whom coutributivns are requested to be sent.—
Should the liberality manifested by the friends of the
Union wareant the Executive to ‘go forward,’ there are
other brethiren desirous of devoting themselves to a
course of prepnration for the ministry, or to an im-
mediate entrance on the work. The Providence of
God now calls for seli-denying cfforts. Within the
past few years, mauy new townships in the western
portion of the Province have been settled, which are
aimost entirely destitute of the preached word, or of
religious appliances of any kind. Flourishing villa-
ges on the railway lives are springing up which re-
quire at once the monlding influences of divine truth.
Not a few churches are destitute of pastors. What
is done for the Saviour's cause, he will graci:i»sly re-
gard as done to himself.
Arex. LoriMER.

Sceretary.

Fur tle Gospel Tribune.

fOE DEACON'S OFFICE AND THE LAYING ON
s OF HANDS.

That the Deacons were more than mere secular of-
ficers in the primitive church, is admitted by all ; vot
only because the word Deaconis means to minister,
whether in spiritual or temporal matters, but because
fmmediately after the ordination of the first Deacous
we find Philip at Sumaria, preaching and exercising
all the duties of the ministerial office.

With regard to the act of ordination—had three
@reck words only been properly translated, the sub-
ject would have been rendered impossible of miscon-
etruction. We shall cxamine this somewhat
critically.

1. The choice of the Church, Acts 6th, 5th, * And
the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they
¢hose Stephen,” &c. The word transldted choose, is
(exAevopar) and literally means to pick out, to choose,
to elect, to sclect, &c.: it also occurs in Titus, 1: 5.

8. The manner in whick-the choice of. the Church was
dignified is understood by (Xeporovew) which occurs
in-Acts 14—23, and 2 Cor. 8. 19—and literally ren-
8ered; menns to vote, or choose, by the uplifted
hangd, &c.

8. That the induction dévolved on the Apostles ‘is

determined by Acts, (—3. “whom we, may appoint
over this business.” The word translated « appomnt,”
is (Kaligraue) und means to place, to set, to appoint ;
and verse 6 infurms us how they did it, * whom they
set before the npostles, and when they had prayed,
they Liid their hands upon them.”

We bave now proved three things,—1st, that the
whole Church, as o body, acted in the choice of a
brother to the ministry ; 2nd, that the choice of the
church wasmanifested by the uphfted hand ; and, 3rd,
that the Apostles installed, orinducted placed the bre-
thren thus chosen, in office, * by Inying on of hands.’
An objection is here urged, that while the Apostles,
who had power to konvey the miraculous gift of the
Holy Ghost by “laying on of hands,” migl:t lawfully
do s0, the Scriptures nowhere show that Pastors or
Flders have nuthority to use ihe same sign in the or-
dination of a brother to the office of the ministry.
To this we answer that the “layine on of hands” in
ordination was a thing altogether distinet from the
miraculous bestowment of the gift of the oly Gliost
by the same sign.  The Jatter was conferred by the
laying on of the hands of the Apostles ONLY ,while the
former wa= performed by Llders or Presbyters as well
as by the Aposties. DBut the question may be asked,
who were Presbyters? Paul and Peter were Pres-
byters ;—Timothy and Titus were Preshyters; but
they were not Apostles. In the Apostleship, the
greater included the less ; but the less could not in-
clude the greater. In the first epistle of Peter, 5th
chapter, Istverse, Peter exhorts the (Presbuteros)
Elders, and ulso styles himself a (Presbuteros) Elder,
and Panl ealls the laying on of the hands of the
Presbytery on Timothy,—1 Tim. 4: 14—the laying
on of his own hands, in 2 Tim. 1: 6¢; and in chapter
2, Timothy i. ~cquested to commit the things he had
heard of Paul among many witesses, to faithful men,
who should be uble to teach others also ;—)et, 1 Tim.
5¢ 22, he guards him against laying hands suddenly
on any man. Paul left Titus in Crete to set in order
the things that were wunting,and to ordain (Kabigrqui)
Elders (Presbuteros) in every city ;—ard we have
already scen, that they were ordained by the laying
on of hands. '

James Snt.
Hawksville. Oct. 24th, 1855.

As the Zrdune exists for the promotion of such
sentiments as the following, it is perhaps allowable
to give place to such extracts oceasionally :—

Linpsay, 25th Nov. 1855.

Rev. R. Dick—DEAR Sigr :—I] earncstly desire that
God will bless your labors in the holy ubject of pro-
mulgating the principles of Christianity. Those fen-
ces which Satan has erccted to keep apart God’s
people must be thrown down. The sheep of God’s
pasture must not be seperated.  Oh! that the time
were already come for & general union amongst the
members of Christ’'s Church !

That God may preserve you to.accomplish great
things for the promotion of his honor aud glory is
the sincere prayer of Your Old friend, -

W. L.
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(Fromn Burritt’s Citizen of the World)
THIE OLD HUUSES UF ULD ENGLAND.

We Lase recently taken, asitwers, a walk through
the green grave yards of O1d England, and lingered
over the familiar names wiitten on their marhle mon-
umetits. It was interesting to trace the relation-
ships of the people of the two Englands in these
Jdour-:tones ol the loug homes of departed genera-
tions. Lel us now visit some of the old homes of
the living in the Mother Country, which are more
nearly related still to those so dear to us in ourown.
There they stand, bright-faced and happy, in almost
every town and village in old England. Old houses
they are, and uften odd looking; butl love to gaze
and muditate apon them, and think of the times they
have seen, aml of the family histories they might
give ws, if their walls bore the record of all that bas
happendd in them.  Dear, quaint old houses! may
they last for centurics to come, and home many a
happy groap. And I think they will do so; for they
are strongly Luilt, some of brick, others of stone, and
all are thich-natlled and solid as arock. You would
admire the lovk of those walls.  Mauny of them must
have been bailt up without a guide of plummet or
line. Oue might even think that, in some cases, the
carpenter or wason wasnot decided forawhile which
direction to tahe after having laid the foundation.—
For, sumnctimes he built ir one then in another; now
leaning towards the road, now drawing back again
rather suddenly, then winding inwards from a straight
line at Luth ends. The queer windows look out dim-
1y upon the world through this wall-face Indeed,
the vld house seems to peer about it through sperta-
cles, with a beard of two hundred years growth. For
the time-wrinhles of its countenance are often netted
over with a veil of that green ivy, of which you have
heard sv much said and sung. The little window-
frames are frequently of iron, rather rusty, bent and
battercd, and the panes of glass are like the patch-
work in @ coverlet or carpet—rvery small, square or
diamund-shaped, and sometimes colored, like the win-
dows of sume churches you have seen. For glass,
you must relaember, was very scarce and dear, and
had not been used a great while when these old
houses were built. These windows generally open
outward on hinges, just like doors, and arc closed,
or kept open by iron hooks aud staples, like our
gates in country towns.  The roofs will next attract
your attentivn, for they speak of the olden time.—
They are lung and steep generally ; somctimes cover-
ed with straw a foot thick, 1aid on at different times.

This becomes su hard and solid that the rain sel-
dom dripsthrougl it. But tiles of slate-stone or brick
are more commouly used for the covering of roofs.—
As for skingles, they are vnhnown cven by name in
England. The only things called * shingles ™ are
the round, smooth pebbles and stones on the sea-
beach. .

But it is the inside of these old English houses that
scem most homclike to those who remember the
dwellings of the fore-fathers of New England. We
sece what they copied from, the moment we open the
door of onc of these houses. Here is the great kitch-
¢n and sitting-room, with its brick or stene floor; its
cciling overhead, with great, crooked beams of half-
hewn English oak, black and shining like cbony, and
80 low, a man of common height could hardly stand
upright under them with bishat off. Brave old oak !
its iron heart hardens under storm and time, and

lives its life of'a thousand years. And there is the
fire-place! There is a chimney corner for ynul
there is where New England learned the A, B, €, of
home-love and patriotism! Blessings on that sturdy
oak, and on those walls of brick and stone tur pre-
serving to us the old patterus from, which vur fore-
fathers modelled their fire-sides.  Lookat the length,
breadth, and depth. of this before us! A fireside is no
fiction here; it means something truthiul, real and
comtortable. A long side, imdeed; for it extends
nearly across the kitchen. Look ut the depth! Per-
haps 1t is tull six feet, with o wouden hench un each
sude, long enough to seat half o dozen cluldren, all
mside of the chumney. Bring in the* Chrsimas log;”
set the old ruddy-faced farmer and his good wife in
the arm chairs before the fire, and halt o score of
merry, youngsters facing each other un the benches
in the opposite corners of the chimuey; hang up a
dark green holly bough with its red berries on the
middle beam reaching across the room; place atray
or two of nuts and apples on the stand, and you will
have a picture of Clristmas life and a fireside enjoy-
ment which you can never see around the black, un-
social, brain-burning, blood evaporating, iron stoves
of our ttmes. We hear a great deal about the siresides
and heurth-stones of our native land ; as if thuse were
the very life and soul of home comtorts and family
associations; butwhale our poetry has been rhyming
and singing overthese terms, the substance has mels-
ed away into * hot air,” sent up by furnaces in the
cellar, or in the stupid heat of olackened * air-tights *
i parlor and kitchen. The sight of fire and its mu-
stcal antics and picture-scenery, when burning on the
hearth, are almost bamshed by the modern machin-
ery of house-warming ; just as i€ they were too low-
bred and vulgar to be admitte: nto polite society.
It seems to my mind something cqual at feast to a
white lie, it any kind of untruth:fuluess can be called
white, to be singing about family fire-sides, heartks,
&c., when many if not most of the houses in our
towns and villages have not the sign of a fire-place;
only tall, thin chimneys, with round holes i them
for stove-pipes. It was not so when your parents
were children, or, at most, fity years ag. I wonder
it any of you, cluldren, remember the old red houses
that were in middle hfe fifty years ago ?~—those long,
sedate, home-looking houses, cach with its huge
chimney in the centre, and its white two-winged door
in the middle, onc opening towards the darkened par-
lor, the other towards the sunny sitting-room, or
South Room, as it was sometimes called ? That roar-
ing chimzney, with its great foundation in the cellar,
meant something in the way of fire-sides and hearth-
stones. You could look up through 1t on a clear
nightand see the stars, or hear the wild geese asthey
flew over in the harrow-shaped flocks, their wings
keeping time with their sailor-hke songs. But the
lutchen fire-place was the seat and centre of home
comfort. I fear those of you born and living in citics,
never saw, aad never will see one of the old kitchen-
firc-places ot New Epgland. To be sure, they were
made when wood cost nothing hardly but the cutting
and drawing. But they were glorious and great;
not quite cqual, perbaps, in size to those you may
now sce in the old farm-houses of Old England.—
But the chimney back, as it was called, would fre-
quently take in a log eight fect long, and two feet in
Hiaweter. A forestick of hickory or bard maple, as
Jarge as & man could well lift, was placedonthedogs,
or huge, rude andirons, about a foot from the great
back log, as a foundation ; and smaller sticks of oak,
ash and beech were piled up, and when all was glow-
ing in onc rousing fire, there was a hearth-stone, and
a family circle around it, worth singing about. There
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was something to see, feel and hear, full of home com-
fort and home society. There was a place for hear-
ing or readiug stories. There wasa chance for young
childhood’s fancies. With a little imagination, one
could sce o world of life and beauty. There was the
purring, clirping, merry bluze, cutling around all
the burning sticks, and flashing, and dashing up the
chimney in all forms and colurs, sumetimes darting
out a tongue towards the children reading by its light
on low Lenclies in the corner; and always full of|
frolic-and wirthful music. Then there was o perpet-
ual popping of spark musketry, with once in a while
a sharp ¢k, and a red rochet of a live coal thrown
out several fuet into the room, and a scampering to
geize it with the tongs. There was a hissing, bub-
bling and boiling of the sap at the ends of tie Lurn-
ing billets of maple and hickory, muhing a hind of
treble to the melody. And underncath was every-
thing a child could imagine. Tn the red coals, pow-
dered with white ashes, you could sce the faces of
giants, shiys, castles, meeting-houses, trees, beasts,
birds ;—in fact, anything you wished to sce; and all
these pictures were changing cver) minute, and new
forms appearing to attract aud please the ¢ye and
exercise the imagination. Who Lhnows how many of
our Ametrican poets had the first sparhs of their ge-
pius kindled into a glow by the coul-scenery and
blazing, singing tongues of the old hearth-fires of
New Enzland! For one, I never could believe that
Longfcllow wrote his “ Lxcelsior,” or the “ Psalins of
Life,” by an :tair-tight,” or ovcr the “ register™ of an
invisitile cellar-furnace.  And,indecd. Iam cunfident
that nearly all bis best pieces weie produced by a
wood-firc on the hearth for I have mysclf had the
pleasure of sitting down with Lim fura cozy hour
before it quite lately; and one of ample size it is, in
length, depih and draught, and the sane that Wash-
ington wrote his dispatches and tuok Lis tea by for
awhile in the Revolutionary war.

But the old houses of England are not so intcrest-
ing merely hecause they furnish modcls fur those first
built in New Bugland; but beeause they arethe very
bouses in which the Pilgrim Forefathers were born.
It is for this, that I love to visit them, and talk to you
about them.  Probably all the first dwelling liouses
in New England have long ago disappeared. They
were built of wood generally, and only for a few
jears comparatively, or untit others more commo-
dious and clegant could be erccted. Thus, we can-
not go cven to Plymouth, and point out the house
framed Ly one of the men who came ¢verin the May-
flower. This first link in the chain of their life's
history in \merica is lost; but we find it bright and
strong in Old England. Perhaps three-fourths of the
bouses in which the men of the Mayflower were born
are standing yet in town, village and hamnlet ia the
Mother Country. 1 have entered sore of these my-
self, or some equally ancient.  There is old Boston,
for instance, with its great, grand church tower three
hundred feet high or more, and perhaps five hundred
years old. In the porch, or entrance, you see a huge
tablet bung against the wall, bearing the names of
all the rectors or ministers who bave been settled
over the church from the beginning.  About the mid-
dle of the third column, I think you willfind the name
of Jokn Cotlon, who aficrwards went to America,and
was the first minister in our Boston, which was called
by that name as a token of respect for the town from
which be came.  And yet he was one of the modern
ministers of Boston in lingland, comparatively. The
house in which he lived and wrote his sermons in
that town is standing Fet. Nor was he the first who
inhabited it. Probably ministers, who preached in
that old church beforo he was born, lived and diedin

4

that very building, which is still called * The Rec-
tory.”

'i)'uke it all in all, there is no old house in England
that I have visited with more pleasure, than the little,
humble cottage in which Jokn Bunyan was born. 1
am sure that all the children whocun read theselines
have read that fimous book, Bunyan’s Pilgtim’s Pro-
gress; and 1 thionk they would have been as mudh in-
terested as I was in visiting the lownly birthi-place of
that remarkable man. It is one of the humblust of
BEuglish cottages, and now inhabited by a puor farm-
luburer, who dues not paobably earn wore than fifty
cents a day. It stands in a little hamlet, a mile or
two frum the town of Bedford, and is frequently vis-
ited by persous who revere the memoty ot the writer
of that most wonderful of univspired buvhs., It was
with thouglits I could think nowhere ulse, that 1 sat
down on & wooden stoul in the chimuey corher and
lovked abuut upun every brick and rude bes of that
low-juinted cottage. There was only one ryuin be-"
tow, and its flour was Lrick and stone, with & great
firc-place, large envugh to hold a small famiiy.  The
beams overhead were croched, and evidently fitted

to their place by some peusant’s ase. Iutu these,
wooden pegs were driven, which still were stroug
enough tou hold herbs, hats, sichles, bacun, &c. Thero
was the rude door with its wooden lateh and Icather
string, leading to the low sleeping loft under the roof.
How many thoughts of the great and guud man’s
childhood came into wy mind, as my ey ¢ passed slow-
ly frum one of these simple ubjects to another! What
hind of buy was he at ten years of age? Was hishair
black or brown? Did he wear & smock frock and o
round-topped bat, as peasant boys do now in Eng-
land? Which cuiner of the large fire-p.ace was g
favorite resort? Did be eat his oat mceal porridge
with & wooden spoon? which of thuse noutm-eaten
pegs held his cap? where did he put his hob-nail
shoes on winter nights? What kind of sturies did he
read by fire-light? What figures and imagery did he
see in the curling flames, and the red coals? What
outlines of “ Doubting Castles,” Wichet Gates,'
“ Vanity-Fairs,” and other places of the sort, which
he afterwards put in bis Pilgrim’s Progress 2—These,
and & thousand other thoughts, came rushing into my
mind as Tsat on that old foot-worn hearth-stone,
which was laid down many a year before the Pilgrim
Fathers of New Ingland first planted their feet on
Plywmouth Rock.

It would fill many a large book, if onc should at-
tempt to write a briefdescription of all the dwelling-
ing-houses still standing in England, which were
built long before the Mayflower sailed for America.
Some of these were the burth-places of the most dis-
tinguished men that the Mother Country ever pro-
duced. You have heard over and over again of the
house of the great poet Shakespeare, at Stratford-on-
Avon. The Americans seem to visit it with great
veneration; and almost cvery day one or miore of
them may be found meditating in the roovmn he ocen-
pied, or standing in pensive silence over his grave—
That house was old when the first lug hut of a white
man was built in NewEngland. 1n thecity of Litch-
ficld, I have seen the bouse in which Dr. Johnson was
born, the great wan of dictionary fame; and that is
nearly as old as Shakespeare’s. Inthe town of Hunt-
ingdon, stands yet the school-house in which Oliver
Cromwell lcarned his A. B. C. when his feet would
hardly reach the floor as he sat upon the wooden
bench. London abounds in old houses, readered fa-
mous in a similar way. There is a smallhotel orinn
standing, in good repair, in Fenchurch Street, called
“The King’s Head,” with an inscription in large let-

ters over the door, stating that Queon Elizabeth dined

-
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there on a certain day in 1534 or more than sixty
years belote the voyage of the Mayflower.  There j-
a rather goud lovking house near the Thames, iv
wluch Peter thie Great, Emperor of Russia, ludgtd
wlite i Londou, visiting the ship-yards, and picking
up ideas to caury back to his own country.

Should aay of you ever visit these old houses in
Euglaud, you would feel, as younever felt before, how
very young is the great nation to which you belong.
I always uze these ancient buildings as buok-m ks
of Amerivan history.  When I walk around =« little,
time-worne chuarch in an BEaglish village, standing
veded with ivy in the midst of a white fluck of grave-
stones, I say in my mind: This was old and grey be-
fore America was discovered. Within these guiet
walls old and young men, women and children, as-
sembled at the soand of the church-going bell long
before a white man's foot first touched the shore ot
the New Waorld, The masoas who bailt that tower;
the men who hung those silvery-sounding bells in
that belfry ; the minister who preached the dedica-
tion germon in that pulpit; the congregatioun who lis-
tened, never imagmed there was u Western Hemis-
phere to be stumbled upon iu some future day.

OLp Bunrcnrecr.

KEEP YOUR WATCH TEN MINUTES FAST.

When Prince Talleyrand was in office, he always
had agents who visited the coffce-houses, and ali
other places of resort in Paris, who reported to him
what ordinary people said of all public measures, and
public men.  While he was dressing in the morning,
these agents were admitted, and thus informed him
of the state of current opinions upon all important
affiurs. From these sources, he obtained the ideas of
many of those measures which made him the most
renewned diplomatist of the day. When asked the
scuret of that sagacity which had surprised all Eavope,
he quetly rephied that his rule was to heep his watch
ten minutes faster than those around him. That is,
anticipating those changes which public fecling had
rendered certain, he always placed himself at their
head. and thus appeared to be a leader while others
appeared to be led.  This is the great secret of all
success in life.  The wisec man waits not to be the
sport of men of measures, but anticipates the inevi-
table.

In the cheice of associatgs and friends, if a man
will Keep lus watehr ten annutes fast, 1t will save lim
many a tronblesome and disreputable acquaintance.
Two wealthy men of the Southern States visited a
city together. They were brothers-in-law. Both
had speculated largely, and ey frequently endorsed
cach others paper. They strolied into a billiard
saloon, and onc of them was soon cngaged in high
play, and won a thousand dollars that night. It was
not to cither of them 2 large sum, cither to win or
lose. Notinng twwas sad at the time, but next morn-
ing the fortunate player bought a valuable property,
on time, and requested bis brother-in-law to became
bis secunity. The other replied, that had he applied
the previous day, he should of course have done it at
once, but that after what had happened the night
before, he saw he would soon be ruined and
would endorse for him no more. In a few years
the successful player was ruined, and law suits
probably not yet decided have grown out of that
very purchase. The other became immensely
wealthy, speculated largely in cottom, and once
related this anccdote as a proof of his sagacity.—He
bowever himself vecame addicted to intemperance,
and not long afterwards o large planter declined to
send bim his cottun, lest his affaira might get into

counfusion, owing to his habits. Thus each man triea
to set his wateh faster than his neighbor, aud he who
surcecds wins, .

Character is the essence of destiny, aml habits
soou form and fix character.  All men have in the
sircle of their acquaintances many whose habits will
~ause them to rise, while others for the same reason
must sink. If misfortune overtake a friend, or if
injustice be done to him, abhorred be the wan who
will not stick to his companion, and to do his best to
sce him through.

Bat for that very reason if he knows beforchand
that his associate be a man of wnprincipled habits,
let him not cultivate his acquaintance but keep his
watch ten minutes fast.  So he who helps forward
an industrious, well principled man, however poor at
this time, is but anticipating the judoment of the
world; leading public opinion, instead of following
it, making a friend who is sure to rise.

In the government of himself especially, let every
man strive to set his watch faster than other people.
[Labits good in themselves may increase until they
Lecome injurious to health or character.  Some need
keeping in check, some stimulating, some pruning,
and some are downright weeds, pulling right up root
and branch without mercy. If tuken in time aud with
daily cace, it will be a pleasant duty thus to keep in
order the garden of ““ie mind. But if the weeds
once get the upperha L, 2 man will find his task one
of increasing difficulty. The richest lands are moss
troubled with those weeds. In the coiton fields of
the South, if the grass once gets a fuir start and a
little wet weather sets in, the whole ficld may be
rendered unproductive.  Idleness is a very common
weed, but is casily kept nuder if industrious habite
be only formed in time, and he whose day begins
ouly ten minutes earlier than those around him, will
find the benefit of Talleyrand's maxim. A good
name is not diflicult to obtain, by simply observing
the same rule.  Let 2 man ouly keep a little in ad-
vance of all that can be reasonably expected of him
in every department, and repuiation is certain.  But
once get 2 little behind, and it will be almost impos-
sible ever again to take the lead.

No man illustrates the truth of the diplomatist’s
saying more completely than ¢ the fast young man.”
His watch has lost the balance wheel. It goes round
and round with erratic, uscless violence, tearing all
the works to picces with the force of its own motions,
rushing through a hundred hours in gne, but keeping
no time for & second.

Earnest moral principle is the balance wheel of
character. It regulates and keeps the whole man in
order. Each man has in him the germs of habits
that may become bis ruin.  If indulged to cxcess, his
very best qualitics may do this. Even a warm, gen-
crous and impulsive heart is the ruin of many a man,
if its impulses are not beld in check, and balanced
by a lofty sense of immediate duty to God and man.
Ic will never regret it, who occupies a short portion
of cach day in adjusting and quickening coascience,
the regulator of his nctions, by communion with the
Father of Spirits.

The Delaware Joumnal.
FACTS ABOUT DIVISIBILITY.

There ere many instances in which matter has
been divided into alwnost incredible minuteness. Gold
has been hammered so thin, that 360,060 leaves are
required to mako an inch in thickness, 250,00 leaves
will make 26,000 volumes of 20C pages cach, so that
in the small space of one inch our littie readers may
have a library containing as many volumes as the
Wilmington Library.
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The velative position of the heavenly bodies aslmodest student, aud the high prizes and honors which
seen through a telescope, are marked by fine lines of he has carried off when he descended with Jou, into.
wire that cross each other at right angles. It is'thc arcna of competition in the class-room, atiord ug
necessary that these lines should be excecdingly fine, jevery hope that he, the first Chinese, 1 Lelieve, who
otherwise being maguificd by the eye-gluss, they has ever gruduated at o European university, will
would have an apparent thickuess that would rcudcr'form, among his countrymen, a most able 1epresenta-
them inupplicable for the purpose. The spider’s web tive of the medical arts and sciences of the Western
was formerly used, but as the power of the glasses!world. I am sure that all of us, professors and grad-
was very msuch incteased, these were found to be loo;uutcs, do feel an additional interest in lus future
course. 'curccr and welfare, seeing thit be returns to his own

In the carly part of the present century, Dr. Wol- distant home, not as a physicinn mercly, but also, I
laston succeeded in obtaining wire fux this purpose,  believe, as a Christian niedical missivnar) ; seeing
that did not exceed the 10,000th of an inch in dia-|that he cuuries back with him, not mercly « tul! hnow-
meter. It is said that a quantity of this wire equal, ledge of modern European medical suience, but car-
in bulk 10 a common rifle ball, would reach from ries back with him also—like other messengers of
New York to New Orlerns. This wire is made of,yore out of the East—* glad tidings of great jouy,” to
plantinum, and the process by which it is made js jSeatter anmong, his three hundred millivns of coun-
very ingenious. The Doctor had plantinum wire trymen. Auad may God, in his prosidence, protect
drawn cut as fine as possible, then drawn throughjand prosper him in his mighty and magmficent
the axis of a small tube into which melted silver wasjmission.”
poured. The silver and plantinum unow form one

wire; which was again drawn out as fine as possible. A DYING MAN TO HIS FRIEND.

This was next put into nitric acid which dissolved . O ) .
away the silver but left the plantinum wire so fine|, I_,m'atcr mentions the last visit he paid to his most
that it could not be sexn with the naked eye. intimate fricnd. Al present baving ldt the room,

The organized worlds afford still more striking|th¢ Cying man said, “Let me tell you, in a few
eridence 'gf the extreme divisibility of matter. words, thut I have net led the life of ‘2 Christian.—
The blood which flows in the veins of animals, is|] bave been a hypocrite—not what the woild calls 2
zot, as it appears to be,a uniform flnid, but is com-;h)'!’W“WS but I'have not been a Christian.  And I
;os’cd of smail red globules floating in a transparem.“"“ you will thank me in the next w old for this
fud called serum. . In buwun specics the diameter 0Nt Tptict on Jour jheart,  We have not
v is about the of an inch, and. . 1 nas. sus i
25,:!::;30;;3).1;:5&5&01) of blood that would imugfd“'('“ inus.  Qur friendship was not founded on him.
suspended from the point of a fine cambric needle,. oW many hundred hours of our short lite have wo
:hefe wonld be no less than & million of these glo: killed by uscless conversation, with plans of am-
bules. But animalcule bave been discovered that Pitioni What the world calls noble ambition is
gre_smaller than these globules; if these have abominuble inthe sight of God, an cver-destioying
globules of blood that bear the same propertion to Poison to ‘!‘9 soul; a bane te all virtue; a hell o
o o o st gl oo Hoad e bt i g by when st B s o
do to the size of our bodies, by what process of cal-, ) 1t beg _ i ete X
culation shall we arrive at mmgl(icrs s‘ygnielxt}y ix-,;z{;g:lr:ts;s u(l)lsl])))galf\rz:gxl)cd qu'i‘si:i{ z;)lj:sl:;;sn mlcluxsnpnrlxllblg
convey an accurate idea o € mmute- . { us cause

E:gs:)‘f-‘il:gszognlogulcs 7 me a thousand tears of unutterable grief. Unspeak-
ably have I been afilicted by cvery itupulsc of that

mounster, now I am on the brink of ctermty ! O how

From an Address of Prof. Simpson’s of Edinburgh. vl(;.r{ltruc]arcil those]fwolrds of my Saviour, * Whosoever
. shall exalt himsclf shall be abased.’ Jesus Christ
DR. WONG FUN—THE CHINESE. was bumility itself. Itis cnough that the disciple

“There are among the sirangers and sojourners at, be as his Lord.  Ofriend! heaven and earth shall
cur upiversity this yeat some graduates who do not pass away, but not the words of Christ. Iow my
telong even to the same section of the great family best actions dwindle away on the Ignnk of thegrave
of man as we ourselez; do. How Lorribly are my fauits and foibles, which I for-

“\We have all of us, for example, rejoiced on this, merly thought little, towering up!  Alas! how little
occasion to welcomo here to the * summi honores me- 40 We know oursdlves, though the Luste of hife be
diana,’ one who has come to study medicine from a,¢ver so gentle! O how dreadful is the stillness of
distance of some 15,000 or 20,000 miles; from a,death! How terrible the heary load of our own
j Lingdom the most marvellous in the world,—a king- heart! Creator! Fatherl What name shall I give

dom which at this present hour, contains within its, to thy mercy which will forgive forever those enor-
 cachanted wall one whole third of the living human  ous asts of thoughtlessness, and destroy, through
| r:ce,—from a community that has remained in nearly Jesus Christ, all the bad consequences they produced
§ the same state of strange stercotyped civilization for to me and others? Thou art—yes! Thou art Love.”
§ the last twenty or thirty centuries, and that knew of
§ the mariner’s compass, and sm&ll-pox ixéoculau;loni_ From Ziwun's Herald.
long, long before these great truths were dreamed o X
R by ft;c lcagrncd in Europe,~from an empire that was AM I CALLED TO PREACH?

§ comparatively advanced in useful arts and sciences,| Am I called to preach the Gospel?  How weighty
| 22d in medicine among the others, in those far dis- and momentous aquestion is thisl—How often it
B tit times, when Julius Cmesar first invaded Britsin,  steals unbidden into the desponding pastor’s heart;
W 2od when our rude and savage ancestors in these as if questioning his right to stand in presence of the
b i:lands were still tatooing their skins with woad, and world as Christ’s ambassador! Aud how painfully it
olering up human sacrifices at the stones of the sounds in tire soul of the young man, who is in doubt
8 Druids. concerning his duty. What a tempest of feelings—
“The high station which Dr. Wong Fun has won, of conflicting hopes and fears, of desires and antipa-

f for himself among zFou as & most meritorious hnd‘thms—n arouscs in bis breast!
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And, assuredly, it is a great and painful ques-
tion, which every man in the ministry should leuarn
to sult ¢ must unhesitatingly and conscientiously 1—
whicl every young man whose heart is at all moved
towards the ministry should answer with sole and
simpl¢ reference to his personal responsibility to God.
By fervent prayer, by studying the Scriptuves, by
striet self scrutiny, by calmy patient attention to the
vuites aud wotions of the spirit of (God within him-
self and by observing the workings of outward Prov-
idences, he may arrive at a satisfactory conclusion.
For, #s sure as God calls men to be his ambassadors,
He turmishes them with credentials to verify theirap.
puintuent, at least to their own consciousness.  And
this verification should be curnestly sought. Without
it po man should either remain in the ministry or
seek to enter it.  To preach uncalled, to run without
being sent, to presume to stand unbidden in Christ's
stead~—what is it but to be a false shepherd, a spir-
itual imposter? or, to use the phrase of VINET, to
#steul the ministry.”  An awful sin! which cunnot
fail to bring a crushing anathema {rom }Heaven on
the heart ot lum, who through venality, or pride of
taent, or carelessness, is led to its commission.

Po the Editor of the Z'ridune :—Sir,—The publica-
tion of the following in the Gospel Tribune, should
you deem it worthy, will oblige the subscriber,

Tuouas Ruruerrorn.
}

THE IIAPPY MAN.

N. Dumfries,
6th Dec, 1855.

«The happy man was born in the city of Regenera-
tion, in the parish of Repentance unto life. e was
educated in the school of Obedicence, 2ud now livesin
the province of Perseverence, laboring with all dilig-
ence in the employment of sclf-denial, notwithstand-
ing heis the possessor of a princely estate in the
country of Christian contentment. In the sight of!
men he alivays appears in the plain garment of hu-
mility; but discerning spirits coustantly behold him
eavcluped in & vesture of exquisite beauty, known to
them as therobe of Christ's righteousnegs.  His daily
walks extend from the valley of sclf-abasement to
the mountain of lleavenly mindedness. For nourish-
ment he has meat to eat that thisworld knows not of';
being constantly refreshed and invigorated by the
sincere milk of God's Word and spiritual prayer,
while bountiful supplics of Angels food and of the
water of eternal life arc communicated to him with-
-out money and without price. Thus happy, thrice
Lappy, 1s the man who has gospel submission in his
will—due order in his affection—sound peace in bis
conscicnce—sanctifying grace in his soul—real div-
inity in his hecart—the Redeemer’s yoke upon hisl
neck—a vain world under bis feet and a crown of
glory over his head. IHappy! truly happy is the life
of such aman! To attain it, believe firmly—pray
fervently—wait  patiently—work  abundently—live
hohij—dic daily ;—watching your hearts—guiding
your senses—redecming your timge, aud, in the love
of Christ, longing for glory.”

second Volume of this Journal,
4,300 ¢opies=a number which was sustained in all
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Next number completes the third quarter of”the
Its first issue was

the monthiy issues of the first year. The first and
each subsequent issue of the second Volume, thus far,
fits been 6,700, and it is now found that it will be
necessary to issue 8,000 copics of the third Volume,
to meet the steadily increasing demand.  These facts

are stated for the information of many whose heart~

felt interest in the movement entitles them t~ claimp
this utterance, and also that all may have confidence
m continuing to sustain the hands of the Publisher
in his oncrous though pleasing labours and respon-

sibilities.

It will be seen from the above, that cach Volume
is always commenced with the full number of copies
expect d to be necessary to supply all the subscribers
obtained up to the very close of the Volume. This
is done from a firm conviction, that it is for the in«
terest of every subscriber to secure the whole of the
back numbers, in every case; the work being con-
ducted on the principle of cxcluding from its pages
every article the utility of which is considered short-
{wed or local, admitting such, and such only, as are
obviously of perminent value.

As all things, even the continuing of a dollar paper,
should be done with deliberation and judgment, those:
who arc now subscribers and have read the Gospd
Tribunc up to this date, are prepared to decide if
they, and their respective houscholds, are able to de-

nive, annually, five shillings worth of informatjon
and comfort from its pages. If convinced of this,
and not under the necessity of devoting the dollar to
another objeet, the reason of all such subscribers,
will, of course, prevent than from interdicting the
monthly visits of this Journal. Subscribers who
have taken the work for their families without yet
haviog had time to satisfactorily examine its merits,
are reminded of the propricty of now attending fo
this duty, that the question of continuing or discon-
tinuing, may obtain with them an intelligent decision.
But as, while doing the best possible to meet the
reasonable expectations of #il, it is probable that
some will deem it 2 Jduty to discontinuc the Gospd
Tribune, as has been the case, occasionally, hereto-
fore, it is desirable that such should know the best
method of doing so, and therefore they are requested
not to write a letter, as that method.would requirs
them to spend three pence in prepaying the postage—
neither should they send back 2 number of the Z¥i-
bunef 1t is paid for, as that method breaks the Vol
ume; 1t baing vnly necessary that they should strip
off the outside leaves or cover from a humber of the
Tribune—write on it, in a plain hand, the Naxe aod
Post Orrice of the sender—(nothing clse)—then
fold it up, and tic around the same a strong thread or

jbght cord, and mail it, addressed to the Tribume

Uffice, Toronto, aud nothing more is neccssary—the
name will be removed from the subscription list il
no arrears are duc. The encourasgement derived,
however, from the manner in which the 7% iy
generally received, is such, as to warrant the hops,
that few will deem it 2 duty now to order it discon-

tinucd. The terms for the third Volume yvill bo the

same a8 heretofore.



