


THE DOMINION

ANNUAL REGISTER

REVIEW

FOR THE TWELFTH YEAR OF THE CANADIAN UNION

1878

EDITED RY
HENRY J. MORGAN

ASSISTED BY

HON. WM. MACDOUGALL, C.B, M P,
ALEX. McKINNON BURGESS

DR. ROBERT BELL

JOHN MACLEAN

JOHN A. PHILLIPS

MONTREAL:
DAWSON BROTHERS, PUBLISHERS.
1879.




Entered according to the Act of Parliament of Canada, in the year one thousand eight

hundred and seventy nine, by Hexry James Moraax, in the

Office of the Minister of Agriculture.

74~ All communications relating to the Editorial Departmert of the Rraisrer should

be addressed to the Editor at Ottawa.

I is 1
scope ar
REVIiEW
nalist, th
foit the
reliable |
concerns
obtained
those wh
data scat
and othe;
perly the
of all th
hi~lm'y f
thereto b
it has be
first voh
indulgenc
must not
to make
Political
be, but, ts
many doc
readers
prominen
fall and

the Gove;



eight

should

PREFACE.

It is no exaggeration to say that the want of a work of the
scope and character of Tue DomiNioN ANNUAL REGISTER AND
Review has been long felt in Canada. The politician, the jour
nalist, the man of business and the student of history have each
fait the need of a work where information of an accurate and
reliable character touching the present Political and Domestic
concerns of the Dominion and of its several Provinces could be
obtained without the labour of long and tedious research. Only
those whose business it is to look up at short notice facts and
data scattered through newspaper fyles, blue-books, pamphlets
and other publications of a similar character can estimate pro
perly the value of a work comprising, under one cover, a record
of all the material and important matters in a young nation’s
history for the preceding twelve months. Such a work, urged
thereto by many leading public men throughout the Dominion,
it has been the aim and design of the Editor to produce. The
first volume will speak for itself; and while claiming the
indulgence of the reader for unavoidable deficiencies, the Editor
must not omit to state that he has laboured very earnestly
to make the book all that it ull_‘_:hl to be, The Record of
Political Events since 1867 is, perhaps, not so full as it might
be, but, taken as it stands, it embodies many facts and contains

many documents of great value and interest to all classes of

readers. As an event of more than ordinary interest, special
prominence has been given to the Vice-regal Reception last
fall and to a description of the Progress of his Excellency

the Governor-General and his Royal Consort from Halifax to

2V DA~
13V Doun.




Ottawa. This, it is hoped, will compensate for so ne omissions
A Record of the Progress cf Literature and Art—which we have
been compelled to omit—will find a place in each succeeding
volume. In conclusion, the Editor assures his readers that no q
trouble or pains will be spared to mare THE ANNUAL REGISTER
AND REVIEW a work of permanent historical importance, replete
with information on subjects of general interest, thoroughly
impartial iu its narration of events, and perfectly reliable in its

data and its statements of fact

Baxk Streer Roapn,

Ottawa, June, 1879,

THEL

Prixtep 8y maE Gazerre Privrive Coupany, MONTREAL.
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THEIR HONOURS THE SPEAKERS OF THE SENATE

AND THE HOUSE

And to the Members of those Honorable Bodie

OF COMMONS

THIS FIRST VOLUME OF A

CANADIAN ANNUAL REGISTER AND REVIEW

Is respectfully dedicated by their obliged and obedient servant,

THE EDITOR
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THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA, AND THE SEVERAL
PROVINCES THEREOF, IN 1878.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL
His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir Freperick TeEMPpLE
Earl of Dufferin, K.P., G.C'M.Gi. (appointed 22nd May,
1872.)

Succeeded on 14th October, 1873, by

His |‘2\l‘c'||n-m(\ the Right Honorable Sir Joux Dovaras SurHer
LAND CampBELL, Marquis of Lorne, K.T., G.C.M.G
PRIME MINISTER.
The Honorable ALexasper MAckenzie (appointed 7th November, 1873.)
Succeeded on 1Tth October, 1878, by

I'he Right Honorable Sir Jouy Auexasper Macooxawp, K.C.B
LL.D,QC

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
The Honorable Doxaup Avgxasper Macponaup (appointed 18th May, 1875.)

PREMIER.
The Honorable Oviver Mowar, LL.D., Q.C. (appointed 31st October, 1872.)

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

The Honorable Lve Lersuuier pe St. Just, N.P. (appointed 15th December,
1876.)
PREMIER.
The Honorable Cuagves Eveise Bovcnse pe Bovcngrviiie, M.D (np|minh"|
22nd Septemb:r, 1874.)
Succeeded on 8th March, 1878, by

The Honorable Hexrt Gustave JoLy




PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

The Honorable Apams Grore Arcuisann, C.M.G., Q.C. (appointed 4th July

1873.)
PREMIER.
The Honorable Puiniv Carreker Hiwn, D.C.L, Q.C. (appointed 8th May
1875.) "

Succeeded on 22nd October, 1878, by

Honorable Simox Huea Honumes

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR, 4

I'he Honorable Samver Lreonasp Tiuiey, OB, (appointed 5th November, 1873.)

Succeeded on 16th July, 1878, by
I'he Honorable Enwarp BarroN CHANDLER
PREMIER

I'he Honorable George Epwin King, Q.C. (appointed 9th June

1870.) i<}

Succeeded on 4th May, 1878, by

I'he Honorable Jonn James Fraser, Q.(

PROVINCE OF MANITOBA
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.,
I'he Honorable Josgrn Epovarn Cavenon (appointed 2nd December, 1877.)
PREMIER p

The Honorable Rorgrr Arkingox Davis (appointed 2nd December, 1874.)

Succeeded on 16th October, 1878, by

I'he Honorahle Joux NorqQuay

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
T'he Honorable Auserr Nowron Ricuaros, Q.C. (appointed 27th June, 1876.)
PREMIER.
I'he Honorable ANprew Crariks Kuuiorr (appointed 1st February, 1876.)
Succeeded on 25th June, 1878, by

The Honorable GeorGe Antaony WaLken, Q.C, F.R.GS

PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.
The Honorable Bir Rogerr Hopnagox, Kt. (appointed 4th July, 1874.)
PREMIER.
The Honorable Louis HEnry Davies (appointed 6th September, 1876.)

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.
» Honorable Davin Lairp (appointed 7th October, 1876.)
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INTRODUCTORY.

A “New Nationality”* was created in British North America

ur an Act of the Imperial Parlianment, on the first day of July,
A. D, 1867. It wasnamed the DomiNion oF CANADA, and included,
prospec ly, all the possessions of the British Crown in America.
At pr t, the l’l'l(lllA\ of Newfoundland is the -IH]A\' Jritish
Ame 1 l\'l‘l'il“l'_\' south of Hudson's Straits which has not been
de wly added to the Dominion. The territorial extent of the

m, including Newfoundland, is estimated at 3,600,000

miles, or about one-half of the North American continent,
omitting Mexico., The population thus united under one general
government, with its legislative and executive departments at
Ottawa, in the Province of Ontario, may be reckoned (including
[ndians and the population of Newfoundland) at 4,000,000. The
great Confederation, which rules the central part of North
America, began its career about one hundred years ago with a
population of not more than four millions, exclusive of Indians,
In some other elements of national strength it was inferior to the
new Confederation of the North. Our mercantile marine, our
l»llln]i(‘ works, our Federal revenues, our exports and iln]lw-l'I\ &e.,
far exceed those of the American Confederation at the end of its
firstdecade. Starting with the advantage of numerous discoveries
and improvemenws in every department of human industry ; with
greater facilities for immigration from the old world, and stronger
motives impelling its crowded populations to emigrate, may wo
not safely predict that the Dominion of Canada will increase in

* ¢ 1 congratulate you on the legislative sanction which has been given by
the Imperial Parliament to the Act of Union, under the provisions of which
we are now assembled, and which has laid the foundation of a new nationality,
that I trust and believe will ere long extend its bounds from the Atlantic to
the Pacific Ocean,

Lord Monek's Speech on opening the first Dominion Parliament,
November, 1867,
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numbers, in wealth, in naval and military strength, and in material
and intellectual resources of every kind more rapidly than her
southern rival? That even with the drawback of a northern
climate, she will not require one hundred years to command fifty
millions of subjects ?

The fulfilment of this prediction depends in a great degree upon
the wisdom, energy, and statesmanship of the present generation
of Canadians, Many, who are well informed, belicve that the
centre of population, if not the seat of Empire, will, in less than
fifty years, be found west of Lake Superior. The annals of a nation
or people who have achieved success in the battle of life; who
have conquered the wild and gloomy wastes of nature, and con-
verted them into smiling fields and happy homesteads ; who have
built cities and towns and public works, rivalling those of civilized
|')lll‘n]n'; who have established more schools, and colleges, and
universities, and places of worship, in proportion to population,
than any other people of modern times; who have founded free
institutions, and stable governments, and equal laws in a territory
larger than that which acknowledged the power of Rome, when
she called herself mistress of the world, ought to be preserved in
chronological order, and digested with care and impartiality.
They will be interesting to posterity, and may prove useful and
instructive, even to contemporaries. They will guide the historian
in his researches ; they will help him to winnow the chaff from
the wheat, and in many instances furnish him with the most
“ An intelli-
gible history of the social, commercial, and political events which

trustworthy materials for his connected narrative

preceded and ended in Confederation would, of itself, fill a large
volume. We must resign that task to other hands.

It may be enough to state here that the extreme tension of the
relations between the United States and England in consequence
of the depredations of the Alabama and other Confederate
cruisers, fitted out in English ports, or supplied by English
subjects, during the great rebellion, hastened, if it did not set on
foot, the movement in the Mother Country, as well as in the
Colonies, towards union and consolidation, British North
America, in case of war between England and the American

* Alison, in the preface to his History of Europe, while regretting the dearth
of native genius applied to the subject, says :— It is fortunate that a con-
nected narrative of events of continued interest and extersive information is
to be found in the dnnual Register.”
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INTRODUCTORY. 3

Republic, was unprepared for defence. The separate Provinces
could each furnish its quota of men and horses and commissariat
supplies; but unity of action and vigour of administration were
impossible. The disputes, delays, and mistakes of a voluntary
association of independent states, or even of co-ordinate pro-
vinces under the direction of a distant imperial authority, would
offer such advantages to an enterprising enemy who counld attack
at many points simultaneously, that even against equal forces, he
would probably secure an easy victory. The divergent opinions
and tardy movements of' the Aulic Council saved Napoleon from
defeat and capture in Italy, made him master of France, and
ultimately, of the greater part of Europe.

The Confederation of the thirteen colonies under the Continental
Congress—slow in action, divided in opinion, jealous of one
another, refusing needful contributions to the army, &c.,—would
have been crushed long before the arrival of Lafayette, if a skill-
ful and enterprising commander had directed the British forces,
and if a less able, a less respected, or a less patriotic general than
Washington had been selected to organize, equip, and lead the raw
levies of the not yet United States. English statesmen feared
t iwelf in respect of
divided councils, and they could not be sure that a Washington,
a Montealm, or even a Brock, would be found in Canada when he

that in case of war, history might rej

was wanted. Hence the desire for'a union of all the colonies in
British America under one central authority, with effective
legislative and executive power in all matters of defensive mili-
tary organization and supply.

The same prudential considerations influenced, though probably
to a less extent, the minds of Colonial statesmen. But there
were local and political causes which combined to render the pro-
ject of union acceptable to the loyal subjects of Her Majesty in
all the Provinces. In Canada, it was regarded as a means of
redressing griev

ances, and promoting administrative reforms,
which could not be effected under the existing system of govern-
ment. Dissatisfaction with the constitutional relations of Upper
Canada and Lower Canada, under the Act of 1840, prevailed to a
much greater extent in the former than in the latter Province.
That Act provided that the united Provinces should be equally
represented in the common Legislature. On the theory that
among the citizens of a free country, equality of political and
civil rights should be secured by the fundamental law, the Union
Act of 1840 was defective, for it established inequality. Tha
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population of Lower Canada at the union was about 650,000, %
while that of Upper Canada was only 432,000. By giving to the
smaller population an equal voice with the larger in the making
of laws, and equal power in levying and appropriating taxes,
218,000 inhabitants of Lower Canada were practically disfran-
chised. The injustice of this provision was pointed out in the
Imperial Parliament, and its inevitable result—dissatisfaction in
Canada—predicted by statesmen on both sides of the Atlantic.
But the feeling of irritation in England against the “rebels” of
1837, and the desire to place the powers of government in the
hands of the loyal minority, overcame all scruples, and the unjust
rule of equal representation, without regard to numbers, was
embodied in the new constitution. A justification was found in
the fact that Upper Canada was growing rapidly in population,
and would soon overtake its co-partner. It will be seen that this
expectation was realized in 1848; but as no provision had been
made for such a contingency, the injustice of disfranchisement
continued, but its vietims were no longer found in Lower Canada.
Time in her case soon redressed the evil. When it crossed the
boundary and fell exclusively upon Upper Canada, every year
increased the number of the sufferers, and every vote in Parlia-
ment on questions of a sectional character embittered the

controversy and intensified the demand for some adequate remedy.

A political dead-lock in 1864 r-'um]n-ll«-d the leaders of parties to

give up for a season the game of faction, and to go in quest of a
sovereign cure for the disorders of the body politic, which were
becoming so serious that they threatened the very existence of
the constitution. The cure was found in the scheme of confed-
eration. By concentrating in one parliament the power to
regulate the federal or national affairs of all the Provinces,
English opinion was conciliated ; by adjusting the representation

* Prior to 1848 no census of the population of Upper and Lower Canada
had been taken simultaneously, wut the following figures are approximately
accurate, (Sece census for 1870, vol, 4.)

Lower Canada. Upper Canada.

1759 (the Conquest) 70,000 | 1759, no white men, only a few traders,
about 10,000
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INTRODUCTORY. b
in the House of Commons, as between the Provinces, on the basis
of population, a great and growing evil was extinguished in
Ontario, the largest province of the Dominion ; and by assigning
the management of local and provincial matters to Local Assem-
blies, the old autonomy was sufficiently preserved to gratify the
sentiment of provincialism, which cannot be eradicated in one
generation, and to secure to the people of all the Provinces the
benefits of self-government in their domestic affairs,

A war cloud of portentous aspect appeared during the excite-
ment which followed the capture of Mason and Slidell from a
British vessel. It disappeared soon after their surrender by the
American government. It darkened the political horizon again
for a short time when the FENiANs endeavored to create a
casus belli by invading Canada in military array and with hostile
intent from the territory of the United States. But as they
were promptly met, and, with the loss of only a few lives,
defeated and driven back by the loyal militia of the country,
and were arrested and disarmed by the American troops on the
frontier, that cloud disappeared also. These events, however,
confirmed the belief in most minds that war between England
and the United States was a calamity that might happen at any
time, and that the best means to avert it would be found in a
political union and military organization on this side of the
Atlantic, and a better understanding and more intimate, but at
the same time more independent, r.lations with imperial authori-
ties on the other. Results have uhus far more than justified the
policy while they approve the statesmanship of' the authors of
Confederation.




CONFEDERATION CONFERENCES— CHARLOTTETOWN-—QUEBEC.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES
Of Delegates of the Legislatures of Canada, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Prince Edward’s Island and Newfoundland, to settle
the Basis of a Union of the British North American Provinces :

Conference held at Charlottetown, 1st .\'.14,'1“/,4 r, 1864,

CANADA.

Honorable John A, Macdonald, Q.C., Attorney-Gieneral for Upper Canada.
Honorable George Brown, President of the Council
Honorable Alexander Tilloch Galt, Finance Minister
Honorable George E, Cartier,* Q C., Attorney-General for Lower Canada
Honorable William McDougall, Provincial Secretary.
Honorable Thomas D'Arcy McGee,* Miunser of Agriculture
Honorable Hector Louis Langevin, Q.C., Solicitor-General for Lower Canada.
NOVA SCOTIA.
Honorable Charles Tupper, M.D,, Provincial Secretary.
Honorable Wm. Alexander Henry, Q.C., Attorney-General,
Honorable Robert B. Dickey, Q.C., Member of the Legislative Council,
Honorable Jonathan Mc('ully,* Member of the Legislative Council.
Honorable Adams G. Archibald, Q.C., Member of the Provincial Parliament,
NEW RRUNSWICK.
Honorable Samuel Leonard Tilley, Provincial Secretary.
Honorable John M. Johnson,* Q.C., Attorney-General.
Honorable John Hamilton Gray, Q C., Member of the Provincial Parliament.
Honorable Edward Barron Chandler, Q.C., Member of the Legislative
Council.
Honorable William H. Steeves,* Member of the Legislative Council,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
Honorable Tohn Hamilton Gray, President of the Council (Chairman.)
Honorable Edward Palmer, Q.C., Attorney-General
Honorable William Henry Pope, Colonial Secretary,
Honorable George Coles,* Member of the Provincial Parliament.
Honorable A. A. McDonald, Member of the Legislative Council,

1'1;"_1‘1‘1‘4‘/11'!‘ held at Que bee, 10th October, 1864.
CANADA.
Honorable Sir Etienne Pascal Tache,* Receiver-General and Mivister of
Militia (Chairman )
Honorable John Alexander Macdonald, Q.C, Attorney-General 'or Vpper
Canada,

* Sinoe deceased.
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CONFEDERATION CONFERENCES—QUEBEC—LONDON.

-1

Honorable George E. Cartier,* Q.C., Attorney General for Lower Canada,
Honorable George Brown, President of Executive Council,
Honorable Oliver Mowatt, Q.C., Postmaster-General,

Honorable Alexander Tilloch Galt, Minister of Finance.
Honorable Willian MacDougall, Provincial Becretary.

Honorable Jean (‘harles Chapais, Commissioner of Public Works,
Honorable Hector L. Langevin, Q.C., Solicitor-General for Lower Canada,
Honorable James Cockburn, Q.C., Solicitor-General for Upper Canada,

NOVA SCOTIA,
Honorable Charles Tupper, M.D,, Provincial Secretary.
Honorable Wm. A. Henry, Q.C,, Attorney-General.
Honorable Jonathan McCully,* M.L.C., Leader of the Opposition.
Honorable Ropert B. Dickey, Q.C., M.P.P,
Honorable Adams G, Archibald, Q.C., M.P.P.
NEW BRUNSWICK.

Honorable S8amuel L. Tilley, Provincial and Financial Secretary.
Honorable Wm, H. Steeves,* Member of the Executive Council.
Honorable John M. Johnson,* Q C., Attorney-General.
Honorable Edward Barron Chandler, Q.C., M.L.C.
K Lieut.-Colonel Honorable John Hamilton Gray, Q.C., M.P.P,

Honorable Charles Fisher, Q.C., M.P.P.

NEWFOUNDLAND.
Honorable Francis B, T. Carter, Bpeaker of the Legislative Assembly
Honorable J. Ambrose 8hea, Leader of the Opposition.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
Col. the Honorable John Hamilton Gray, Leader of the Government,
Honorable Edward Palmer, Q.C., Attorney-General.

Honorable Wm, H. Pope. Provincial Secretary.

Honorable A. A, McDonald. M L.C,

Honorable George Coles,* M.P.P., Leader of the Opposition,
Honorable Thomas Heath Haviland, M.P.P.

Henorable Edward Whelan* M.P.P.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hewirr BErNARD, Secretary.

Conference held in London ( England)
Of Delegates to draft a Bill for the Union of Canada, Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, December, 1866 :—

CANADA.

Honorable John Alexander Macdonald, Attorney-General of Upper Canada
and Minister of Militia of Canada ( Chairman.)

Honorable George Etienne Cartier,* Attorney-General of Lower Canada,

Honorable Alexander Tilloch Galt,

* Since deceased.



CONFEDERATION CONFERENCES—QUEBEC.

Honorable William MacDougall, Secretary of the Province of Canada,

Honorable William Pearce Howland, Minister of Finance

Honorable Hector Louis Langevin, Q.C., Postmaster-General

NOVA SBCOTIA,

Honorable Charles Tupper, M.D,, S8ecretary of the Province July

Honorable Wm."Alexander Henry, Q.C., Attorney-General, Windso

Honorable John Wi, Ritchie, Solicitor-General, New Br

Honorable Jonathan McCully.* CANADA

Honorable Adams George Archibald, Q.C. Senators
Hamilto
Walter

Honorable Peter Mitchell, President of Council. Alexand

Honorable Robert Duncan Wilmot Leonard,

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Honorable Samuel L. Tilley, Secretary of the Province Skead,

Honorable Charles Fisher, Q.C., Attorney-General g Oliver 1
Honorable John M. Johnson,* Q.C. Provinee
Liout.-Colonel Hewrrr BERNARD, Secretary i Noél Bos
Renaud,
Charles
Elzear 1
Armand,
James Fe

Sanborn.

* Since deceased.
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POLITICAL EVENTS SINCE CONFEDERATION,
1567,

July Ist, Dominion Day.—Under Royal Proclamation dated at
Windsor, 22nd of May, 1867, the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick were Confederated under the title of Trr Domixion or
Caxapa. By the same Proclamation the following gentlemen were appointed
Senators of the Dominion. For the Province of Ontario : Hon, Messrs, John
Hamilton, Roderick Matheson, John Ross, Samuel Mills,

Jenjamin Seymour,
Walter Hamilton Dickson, James Shaw, Adam

Johnston Fergusson-Blair,
Alexander Campbell, David Christie, James Cox Aikins, David Reesor, Elijah
Leonard, William MacMaster, Asa Allworth Burnham, John Simpson, James
Skead, David Lewis Macpherson, George Crawford, Donald Macdonald,
Oliver Blake, Billa Flint, Walter McCrea, George William Allan. For the
Province of Quebec: Hon. Messrs. James Leslie, Asa Belknap Foster, Joseph
No¢l Bossé, Louis A. Olivier, Jacques Olivier Bureau, Charles Malhiot, Louis
Renaud, Luc Letellier de St. Just, Ulric Joseph Tessier, John Hamilton,
Charles Cormier, Antoine Juchereau Duschesnay, David Edward

Price,
Elzear H. J. Duschesnay, Leandre Dumouchel, Louis

Lacoste, Joseph F.
Armand, Charles Wilson, William Henry Chaffers, Jean Baptiste Gouvremont,
James Ferrier, Sir Narcisse Fortunat Belleau, Kt., Thomas Ryan, John Sewell
Sanborn. For the Province ¢f Nova Scotia: Hon. Messrs, Edward Kenny,
Jonathan MeCully, Thomas D. Archibald, Robert B. Dickey, Jokn H. Ander-
son, John Holmes, John W, Ritchie, Benjamin Wier, John Locke, Caleb R
Bill, Joha Bourinot, William Miller. For the Province ¢f New Brunswick :
Hon. Messrs, Amos Edwin Botsford, Edward Barron Chandler, Jokn Robert-
son, Robert Leonard Hazen, William Hunter Odell, David Wark, William
Henry Steeves, William Todd, John Ferguson, Robert Duncan Wilmot, Abner
Reid McClellan, Peter Mitchell.*

His Excellency the Right Honorable Charles Stanley, Viscount Monck, was
sworn in as Governor-Geueral of the Dominion, and entrusted the Hon
John A. Macdonald with the duty of forming the first Government for the
Dominion, with the following result :—

Hon. Jonx Avgxaxper MacpoxaLp, Minister of Justice and Attorney-General

(Prime Minister.)

Hon. Groree Eriexxe Carrieg, Minister of Militia.

Hon. 8axves LeoNaro Tiey, Minister of Customs.

Hon. Auexaxver Tiwvocn Gavr, Minister of Finance.

Hon, WiLLiax MaopovGart, Minister of Public Works.

Hon, Wituiax Pearcet Howraxp, Minister of Inland Revenue,

Hon, Apaus Groree ArcusaLp, Q.C., Becretary of State for the Provinces.

Hon. Avax Jonnston Ferausson-Bram, President of the Privy Council.

Hon. Perer MircugLn, Minister of Marine and Fisheries,

* The names of Senators since deceased are given in italios.~Ed.
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Hon

Hon. Jeax Cuaries Cuarais, Minister of Agricuiture,

ArexanpEr Caneseny, Q.C,, Postmaster-General,

|

‘. Hon. Heoror Louis Laxagvin, Q.C., Secretary of State of Canada.

. Hon. Epwarp Kexxy, Receiver-General,
| + His Excellency, immediately after he had taken the oath of office,
'“ announcéd that Her Majesty had been pleased to confer the title of Knight
f
|

Commander of the Bath on the Hon. John A, Macdonald, late Chairman of
the London Colonial Conference ; and the title of C.B, on Hon, Messrs. G. E.
Cartier, A.T. Galt, W. Macdougall, W. P. Howland, 8. L. Tilley and Charles
Tuppei, for their distinguished services in bringing about Confederation,
The honor was declined by Messrs. Cartier and Galt, who subsequently
received the titles of Baronet and Knight Commander of 8t. Michael and
St. George, respectively,

Major-General Henry William Stisted, C.B,, was appointed Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario ; Sir Narcise Fortunat Belleau, Kt., Lieutenant-Governor
of Quebec ; Lieutenant-General Sir William Fenwick Williams, Bt. of Kars,
K.C.B, Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia; and Major-General Charles i
Hastings Doyle, Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick. 1

15th.~The following Ministry was appointed for the rovince of

u
Quebec :— [
Hon. Pigrre Josgrn Ouivier CuAvveav, Q. (', Secretary and Registrar i
(Premier.) i

Hon. Gipkox Oviver, Q.(',, Attorney-General,
Hon, Curisrorrer Duskix, Q.C., Treasurer, »

Hon, Josgrn Ocrave Bravsien, M. D., Commissioner of Crown Lands
Hon. Louvis Ancuamsavet, NP, Commissioner of Agriculture and Publie
Works. .
Hon. Caaries Bovener pe BovonerviLLe, Speaker of the Legislative Council.
Hon. Georce Irvins, Q.C., Solicitor-General.

16th,—The following Ministry was appointed for the Province of 3
Ontario :-

Hon. Jorx SaxprieLp Macpoxawp, Q.C., Attorney-General (Premier.)

Hon. Joux Caruing, Commissioner of Agriculture and Public Works,

Hon. SterreNy Ricraros, Q.C., Commissioner of Crown Lands.

20th.—Hon. Martiew Crooks Cameron, Q.C, Secretary and Registrar,

Hon. Epxono Burke Woon, Treasurer,

August 7th.,—Writs issued for a General Election for Members of
Dominion House of Commons. The elections resulted in a return of a large
majority of supporters of the Government in Ontario, Quebec and New
Brunswick, and the defeat of every Government candidate in Nova Scotia,
except Dr. Tupper.*

November 4th.—Hon, A. T. Galt resigned the office of Finance
Minister.

Sth.—Hon, Joseph Edouard Cauchon appointed Speaker of the Senate,

* For list of members returned see Appendix.—Ed.
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7th.—First Parliament of the Dominion met at Oitawa. Hon. James
Cockburn, Q.C,, elected Speaker unanimously.

8th —His Excellency Lord Monck formally opened Parliament, and
delivered the following Speech from the Throne :—

Hon Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemer of the House of Commons @

In addressing for the first time the Pariiamentary representatives of the Dominion
of Canada, I desire to give expression to my own deep feeling of gratifieation that it has
been my high privilege to occupy an official position, which has made it my duty to
asgist at every step taken in the oreation of this great Confederation.

I congratulate you on the legislative sanction which has been given by the Imperial
Parliamen tothe Act of Union, under the provisions of which we are now assembled,
and whick has laid the foundation of a new nationality that I trust and believe will, era
long. extend its bounds from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean

In the discussions which preceded the ir troduction of this measure in the Imperiar
Parliament between the members of Her Majesty’s Government on one side and tho
delegate. who represented the Provinces now United on the other,~it was apparen. to
al' those who took part in those Conferences. that, while Her Majesty's Ministers eon-
gidered and pressed the prineiple of Union as a subject of great Imperial interest, they
allowed to the Provincial Representatives every freedom in arranging the mode in which
that prineiple hould be applied.

In a similar spirit of respect for your privileges as a free and self-governing people,
the Act of Union as adopted by the Imperial Parliament imp:
upon you the righto

¢ the duty and confers
rnment, which it has
called into existence, of consolidating its institutions, harmonizing its administrative

reducing to practice the system of Gov

details, and of making such legislative provisions as will gecure to a constitution, in
some respects, novel, a full, fair and unprejudiced trial

With the design of effecting these ohjects, measures will be laid before you for the
amendment and assimilation of the laws now existing in the several Provinces relating
to Currency Customs, Excise and Revenue generally,—for the adoption of an uniform
Postal system—for the proper management and maintenance of the Public Works and
properties of the Dominion—for the adoption of a well-considered scheme of Militia
Organization and Defence—for the proper administration of Indian affairs—for the
introduction of Uniform Laws respecting Patents of Invention and Discovery—the
Naturalization of Aliens—and the Assimilation of the Criminal Law and the Laws
relating to Bankruptey and Insolveney.

A measure will also be submitted to you for the performanee of the duty imposed
upon Canada under the terms of the Union Aet, of immediately constructing the Inter-
coionial Railway.

This great work will add a practical and physical connection to the legislative bond
which now unites the provinces comprising the Dominior and the liberality with which
the guarantee for the cost of its construction was given by the Imperial Parliament is
anew proof  the hearty interest felt by the British people in your prosperity.

Your consideration will also bo invited to the important subject of Western Terri-
torial extension, and your attention will be called to the best means for the protection
and development of our Fisheries and Marine Interests.

You will also he asked to consider measures defining the privileges of Parliament,
and for the establishment of Uniform Laws relating to Elections and the trial of Con-
troverted Elections,

Gentlemen of the House of Commonas:

The circumstances under which the Aect of Union came into operation, rendered it
impossible to obtain the assent of the Legislature to the expenditure necessary for
carrying on the ordinary business of the Goverment.

The Expenditure since the first of July has therefore been incurred on the responsi-
bility of Ministers of the Crown.

The details of that expenditure will be laid before you, and submitted for your
sanction. .

I have directed that the estimates for the current and succeeding financial year
shall be laid before you. You will find that they have been framed with all the attention
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to economy which is compatible with the maintenance of efficiency in the different
branches of the public service
Honorable Gentlemen and Gentlemen :

The general organization and efficiency of the Volunteers and Militia have been
greatly improved within the last year, and the whole Volunteer force of Ontario and
Quebec is already by the liberality of the Imperial Government, armed with the breech-
loading rifle

I am happy to oe able to congratulate you on the abundant harvest with which it has
pleased Providence to bless the country, and on the general prosperity of the Dominion,

Your new nationality enters on its course backed by the moral support, the material
aid, and the most ardent good wishes of the Mother Country. Within your own borders
peace, security and prosperity prevail, and I fervently pray that your aspirations may
be directed to such high and patristic objects, and that you may be endowed with such
A spirit of moderation and wisdom as will eause you to render the great work of Union
which has been achieved, a blessing to yourselvees and your posterity, and a fresh
starting point in the moral, political and material advancement of the People ot
Canada

8th.—Address in reply to Speech from the Throne moved in Commons
by Hon. Charles Fisher, seconded by Dr. L. L. L, Desaulniers,

A 1th.,—Address moved in the Senate by Hon. G. W. Allan, seconded by
Hon, J, McCully,

18th.—Hon, John Rose appointed Minister of Finance,

December 11th.—Resolutions on which to found an Address praying
for the admission of Rupert's Land and the North-West Territory adopted in
the Commons.

2 1st.~Parliamen adjourned to 12th of March, in order to allow Local
Houses to meet. His Excellency gave assent to twenty-one Bills, amongst
them Acts Indemnifying Members of Parliament at the rate of $6 per day
if session was less than thirty days, or $600 for session if over thirty days;
for the Management of the Revenue ; for imposing Stamp Duties ; for estab-
lishing the Post Office Department ; Public Works Department ; for building
the Intercolonial Railway ; and a Banking Act.

27th.—The Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario met at
Toronto. John Btevenson, Esq., member for Lennox, elected Speaker unani-
mously ; prorogued 4th March, 1868. The Legislature of the Province of
Quebec met in the City of Quebec. Joseph Godéric Blanchet, Esq., M.D,,
elected Speaker of the Assembly unanimously ; prorogued 24th Feb., 1868.

29th.—Hon. A.J. Fergusson-Blair, President of the Privy Council, died
in Ottawa,

1868,

January 30th.—The Legislature of Nova Scetia assembled ; prorogued
218t Beptember,

‘ebruary 13th.—The Legislature of New Brunswick assembled ; pro-
rogued 23rd March,

March 12th.—Parliament reassembled.

April 9th.—Hon, T. D’Arcy McGee, M.P. for Montreal West, was shot
at the door of his boarding-house, Sparks street, Ottawa, at 2.30 a.m, just
after leaving the House of Commons. Patrick James Whelan was arrested,
tried, found guilty, and executed on the 11th of February, 1869.

13th.~Hon. T. D'Arcy McGee buried at Montreal, ‘Largest funeral ever
known there ; over 20,000 people in the procession.
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May 22nd.—Parliament prorogued, His Excellency giving assent to
geventy-three Bills, Amongst the most important Acts were those estab.
lishing the Department of Militia and Defence ; the Department of Justice ;
the Department of Secretary of State for Canada; the Customs Department;
Department of Inland Revenue; and Depaitment of Marine and Fisheries
An Act relating to the organization of the Civi! Service was also passed, and
a General Railway Act.

June 17th.—Mr. John Bright moved in Imperial Parliament that a
Commission be appointed to enquire into the cause of Nova Scotia’s dissatis-
faction with Confederation. Motion rejected by 183 to 96.

July 14th.—Hon, W. P. Howland, C.B, sworn in as Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario, and Hon. Lemuel Allan Wilmot as Licutenant-Governor
of New Brunswick.

October Gth.—Sir John A. Macdonald onens a correspondence with
Hon. Joseph Howe, M.P, for Hants, Nova Sco'ia, which eventually leads to
the arrangement of ‘ Better Terms” for Nova S:otia,

November 3rd.—The Legislature of Ontario assembled ; prorogued
23rd January, 1869,

14th.—Lord Monck sailed from Quebec for Cngland

27th.—Right Hon. Sir John Young, G.C.B,, sworn in as Administrator of
the Dominion.

December 29th.—8Sir John Young sworn in as Governor-General of
the Dominion,

1860,

January 20th.—The Legislature of Quebec assembled ; prorogued 5th
April,

25th,~Order in Council passed granting Nova Scotia ¢ Better Terms.”
Her debt to be credited as $9,186,756, and a subsidy of $82,608 per annum
to be granted her for ten years

30th.—Hon. Joseph Howe sworn of the Privy Council, and appointed
Secretary of State for the Provinces,

March 4th.—The Legislature of N
21st April.

April 15th.—Second Session of the First Parliament opened by Sir
John Young, who delivered the following Speech from the Throne :—

¢ Brunswick assembled ; prorogued

Hon. Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have great satisfaction in having reeourse to your advice, and I rejoice to think
that on this the first occasion on which I have had the honor of addressing you, we
may congratulate ourselves on the agpect of public affairs at home and abroad, on the
prevalence of peaceful counsels amongst nations, and on indications of agreement and
tranquility favorable alike to the development of foreign commerce and the proseous~
tion of domestic industry.

The great scheme of Confederation was successfully inaugurated under the auspices
of my predecessor

It is to me a source of pride to find my name in honorable association with the rising
fortunes of the Dominion of Canada, and I shall count it a happiness as well as a duty
to co-operate to the utmost of my ability in furthering your efforts to strengthen the
ties that bind the different provinces together and to emsure the attachwment of she
people to the soil, by the enactment of wise and equal laws.
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Your efforts in these directions seem now, more than ever, likely to be called into
aotion, inasmuch as the terms upon which great accessions are offered to the Dominion
will be submitted for your immediate consideration.

In consequence of the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos’ despatch of the 8th
August of last year stating that hiz Grace proposed to enter into negotiations with the
Hudson's Bay Company as to the terms on which they would be willing to surrender
their rights and claims in the North-West Territory, Lord Monck sent home to England
two members of the Privy Council as a deputation to watch the course of the proceed
ings and attend to the interests of Canada

The Conferendes in London and the correspondence on the subject have been brought
10 a definite issue by the proposal, which, after a full review of the circumstances, Earl
Granville made on the part of Her Majesty’s Government for the consideration of the
people of Canada and of the Hudson's Bay Company.

I have received the intelligence that the Hudson’s Bay Company has, after some
deliberation decided upon accepting the terms laid down by the Secretary of State for
the Colonies.

I have directed that the Report of the mission and all the papers connected there
with, shall be duly laid before Parlinment, and I commend them to your serious con
sideration in view of the great importance of the subjeet, no less than in the hope that
this long vexed question may be closed without delay

I was much gratified by the communications from the Governor of Newfoundland
expressing the desire for admission into the Union which prevails amongst the inhabi
tants of that colony, and especially by his despateh of the 20th March lust, covering
copies of resolutions which bave been passed by the Council and Assembly, and which
set forth the conditions they consider it desirable to advance.

These documents shall be furnished at onee for the information of Parliament, and 1
hope that before the close of the session I may be in a position to submit the details of a
provisio arrangement for your consideration

It will bo & sensible pleasure to me, as well us a subject of general congratulation, if
at some early day the fine Colony of Newfoundland, unrivalled ns the nursery of hardy
seamen, and inexhaustible in its wealth of fisheries, becomes part of the Dominion

Tn accordance wth the suggestion of Her Majesty’s Governme an earnest attempt
has been made to allay the discontent unhappily existing in Nova SBcotia. The papers
connected with this subjeet will be submitted for your favorable consideration.

In continuance of the course commenced last session, Bills will be presented to you
for the assimilation of the Criminal Laws existing in the several provinces. No greater
boor can be conferred on a country than a well defined code of eriminal law of general
a plication and casy ascertainment.

Among other measures, Bills will be presented to you for the establishment of
un rm and amended laws respecting Parlinmentary Elections, Bankruptey and Insol
ven , and Patents of Invention and Discovery.

Gentlemer of the House of Commons
T'he Estimates for the Expenditure of the coming financial year will be submitted
to you. They have been framed with every economy compatible with the efficiency of
the public service. I have also desired that the financial accounts of the past year

shall be laid before you.
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate and Gentlemen of the 1" wuse of Commons :

The Charters of several Banks are drawing to a close, and the important subjects
pf Banking and Currency will be brought under your notice.

In considering these questions which so deeply affect, not only the important
interests of Commerce but the daily transactions of life, I feel assured that you will
endeavor to adopt such principles as in their applieation may ensure the greatest
mensure of safety to the public without curtailing the facilities requisite for the
encouragement and extension of trade,

1 have enumerated a variety of topies, but they are of moment and press for decision
within the limits of this session. I commit them in all confidence to your deliberate
judgment, earnestly hoping that a blessing may attend your counsels, and enable you to
dlischarge with dignity and effect the great trust to which the order of Providence has
<alled you.
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16th.—Address in reply to Speech from the Throne moved in the SBenate
by Hon. Louis Lacoste, seconded by Hon, David Wark ; and in Commons by
Mr. W. M. Simpson, seconded by Mr. John Bolton.

20th.—Hon. Joseph Howe re-clected for Hants, N 8

April 29th.—The Legislature of Nova Scotia assembled; prorogued
14th June,

June 22nd.~Parliament prorogued, His Excellency giving assent t
forty-one Public and thirty-two Local and Private Acts. Amongst the most
important Bills was one providing for a Territorial Government for the
North-West Territory, arrangemeuts for the purchase of which from the
Hudson's Bey Company for £300,000 had been concluded by Sir George E
Cartier and Hon. Wm, Macdougall. An Act was passed providing for the
establishraent of the Department of Finance ; and geveral Acts relating to
the speedy trial of criminals, to juvenile offenders, &c, Also, an Act ordering
all executions to be made in private ; an Act relating to Immigratior. ; one
enfranchising the Indians, on certain conditions; an Insolvency Aci: and
several Acts relating to criminal offences

August 23rd.—H.R.H. Prince Arthur arrives at Halifax, ®

October 9th.—Sir Francis Hincks appointed Minister of Finance, vice
Rose resigned

20th.—French Half-Breeds hold a meeting at the house of John
and determine that Hon. Mr. Macdougall shall not enter the Red
country

Bruce

River

29th.—Hon. W. Macdougall appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Rupert's
Land and North-Western Territories

31st.—~Hon, Mr. Macdougall met at Pembina by an agent of Riel's and
warned not to enter the North-West Territory

November 2nd.—Hon. Mr. Macdougall forced by the insurgents to
quit the Hudson's Bay post and retire to United States territory. Fort Garry
taken possession of by Riel and his followers.

Gth.—Riel issues a proclamation asking the Eng'ish speaking natives to
elect twelve representatives to meet an equal number of French in Council

24th.—Riel seizes the stores of the Hudson's Bay Company,

December 1st.—Riel and his Council pass a « Bill of Rights.”
Mr. Macdougall issues a proclamation announcing
Lieutenant-@evernor of the North-West Territorie:

Hon
his appointment as

2nd.—Hon. Mr. Macdougall issues a Commission to Lieutenant-Colonel
J. Stoughton Dennis, appointing him ¢Conservator of the Peace,’ and
authorizing him to raise, arm and equip a force to put down the insurgents

Gth,—The Governor-General issues a Proclamation offering pardon to the
insurgents, provided they disperse peaceably and at once,

7th,—Dr. Schultz and forty-four more Canadians made prisoners by Riel
and confined in Fort Garry. Rev. Mr. Thibault and Col. De Salaberry
appointed Commissioners to proceed to Fort Garry.

8th.—Houn, H. L. Langevin, C B, transferred to the Department of Public
Works.

Oth.—Hon. James Cox Aikins sworn of the Privy Council and appointed
Secretary of State, vice Langevin.
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10th.—Nr. Donald A. Smith appointed Government Commissioner to the
North-West, and leaves for Fort Garry,

15th.,—Col. Dennis returns to Pembina, and reports thut he found the
English Half-Breeds unwilling to take up arms against the French ; and that
there appeared no prospect of establishing the rule of Canada until the
Spring.

16th.—Mr. Macdougall gives up the attempt to enter the North-West
Territory, and leaves Pembina for Ottawa

27 th.~The Canadian Commissioners reach Fort Garry,

January 19th.—Mr. Smith's Commission, and the Proclamation of
6th December, read before a public meeting in Fort Garry. Mr. Smith’s
mission resulted in Judge Black, Rev. Mr, Ritchot and Mr. A. H. Scott being
appointed delegates to proceed to Ottawa to arrange the terms on which the
people of the Red River district would be willing ‘o enter Confederation.

February 10th.—Provisional Government of the North-West Terri-
tories formed, with Louis Riel as President

15th,—Third Session of First Parliament opened, in presence of HR.H
Prince Arthur, His Excellency Sir John Young deliver

the following
Speech from the Throne

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate
Gentlemen of the House of Commons

I recur with confidence to your advice, and have much satisfaction in being

enabled on the present occasion to summon you to the discharge of your public duties at
the period of the year most convenient to yourselves
I'he circumstances under which we meet are in many respects auspicions. The

bounty of Providence crowned the harvest with abundance, and made the fisheries

unusually productive ; in many distr existing industries have been enlarged, and

and
additional employment for our people; whilst every day new sections of the country are

new enterprizes have started into activity, furni esh avenues for comme

being opened to the labors of the hushandman. The trade and wealth of the Dominion
are on the increase, and the equal administration of the laws maintains, as heretofore
the enjoyment of a general sense of seeurity

I have watched with much anxiety the course of events in the North-West

tories, Unfortunate misapprehensions of t ntentions with which the countr

t to be acquired by Canada, have led to complications of
a view to their removal, I have thought it desirable to exhaust every means of coneilia
atest advices lead me to expect that the
ertained by a portion of the inhabitants, have given place to a

tion, before adopting other measures ; and the

groundless alarn
d

made in the spirit, which has animated my overnment throu

re to listen to tne explanations, which I have caused to be made them. Efforts

out, ean searcely fail to

accomplish an equitable and peaceful solution of the existing difficulty, and thereby

North-West Territories with Canada, an object &

secure the speedy incorporation of the
earnestly desired by the Empire and the Dominior
As the Act, f

Canada, will expire at the close of the present session, a  easure providi

the Territories when united with

smporary Government

their
Government will be submitted for your consideration.

The Charters of most of the Banks of the Dominion were, last session, extended for a
|

Currency should receive the consideration which their importance demands, A measure

limited period, with the view that during the interval the questions of Banking

intended to ensure safety to the community, without interfering with the legitimate
operations of the Banks will be submitted for your considerstion, and will, I trust, be
found caleulated to place those important interests upon a sound and stable basis.

The laws in force on the subject of the Elective Franchise, and the regulation of
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Parlinmentary Elections in the several Provinces of the Dominion, vary much in their
yperationg, and it is important that uniform provisiou should be maae, settling the
Franchise and regulating setions to the House of Commons. A measure upon this
subject will be submitted for your consideration.

Under the operation of an Act of the Imperial Parliam
amend the laws relating to the Coasting Trade and Men

it, passed in the year 1869, to

ant Shipping in British Pos
sessions, & period of two years is given to the Legisiatures of the several Colonies of the
Empire to make provision for the regulation of their Coasting Trade. In the absence of
legislation on the subject, within the period named, the provisions of the Imperial Law

will be in force. The extent and value of our internal commerce, render legislation on

this subject desirable, and a measure with regard to it will be submitted for your
consideration
The creation of a Court of Appeal under the powers conferred upon

you by the
Union Act, is a matter deserving your attention.

A measure will be submitted to you
for the establishment of such a Court, and for conferring upon
jurisdiction.

t certain original

The year 1871 is that in which the next decennial census is fixed by law to take place,
As there are different laws on the subject in the several provineces, it will, therefore, be
neocessary to pass a general Act, to establish a uniform and accurate system throughout
the Dominion. Steps have already been taken to secure the co-eperation of Newfound
land and Prince Edward Island ; and, I trust, a census upon one system will be made
simultaneously in all Her Majesty’s British North American Posse
expatiate on the importance of the information which the table

ns. I need not

s of the Census are
caleulated to afford, as, in addition to their interest and value on general grounds, it
must be recollected that upon them depends the readjustment of the Parliamentary
representation. .

Gentlemen of the Howse of Commons

I have directed that the accounts of the last year shall be laid before you. The
estimates for the present financial year will also be submitted. They have been framed
with every regard to economy, compatible with the efficiency of the publie service; and
you will, I trust, be of opinion that the finances are in a satisfactory stata, and that the
people ean, without inconvenience, afford for the service of Her Majesty, the supplies
which it will be the duty of my Government to ask you to vote

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Act respecting the Militia and Defence of the Dominion has not failed to
engage my attention. The high spirit and loyalty of the
light by the fact that t

people are placed in a clear
he Active Militia, have, voluntarily, come forward largely in
exoess of the quota required, as well as by the zealous attendance of the various corps at
the annual training in the camps, and by the promptness with which they assembled in

all of duty, on more than one oceasion, when Fenian Marauders threatened

the peace of the country.

I have observed, with great satisfaction, the efforts which have been made in several
of the Provinces of the Dominion to foster and encourage immigration to our shores.
The continued progress of great public works, in many portions of the country, will
afford the opportunity of early employment to intending immigrants, and I look forward
with confidence to the addition of a large and valuable class of settlers to our population
during the coming season.

During the summer and autumn I had the opportunity of visiting different parts of
the Dominion. I proceeded first to Quebec, thence to the Maritime Provinces ; and at
Halifax I had the honor of receiving His Royal Highness Prince Arthur. Subsequently
I attended His Royal Highness in a tour through the Provinee of Ontario. Everywhere
the great capabilities of the country, and the proofs of vigorous industry made them
selves apparent. and it became my pleasing duty to report to Her Majesty’s Government

a4 the result of my observations, that the inhabitants of the Dominion are well contented
with their position and prospec

, and that the wizh nearest their hearts is to avail
themselves of the franchises and full powers of legislation, which they possess, in order
to build up, as a portion of the Dritish Empire, institutions of their own choice, by laws
of their own making.

0
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I now leave you to the labors of the session, with earnest aspirations for your com-
plete success.

17th.—Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne moved in the
Senate by Hon. J. R. Benson, secconded by Hon. R. B. Dickey, Q.C.; in
Commons by Mr, A. W. Savary, seconded by Mr. J. Scriver

March 4th.,—Thomas Scott, one of the prisoners taken by Riel, shot at
Fort Garry after a trial before a so-called “ Court Martial,” of which Ambrose
Lepine was President. This murder caused the most intense excitement
throughout Ontario, and the delegates Richot and Fcott, sent to arrange
terms with the Canadian Government for the admission of the Red River
territory, were arrested for participation in it, on their arrival in Ottawa, but
released after examination, there being no evidence against them

May 12th.—Parliament prorogued, His Excellency giving assent to
thirty-nine public and twenty private Acts. Amongst the most important
was the Act constituting the Province of Manitoba, out of a portion of
Rupert’s Land, the new Province to be represented in the Senate by two
members, and in the Commons by four; Local Government to consist of
Legislative Council of seven members and Legislative Assembly of twenty-
four. Interest to 1

o allowed on $472,000, as the Province had no debt;

subsidy $30,000 per annum, and eighty cents per head until population

reaches 400,000, An Act was passed providiflg for a Superannuation Fund for
Civil Bervice employees; another for the issue of Dominion notes ; a general
Banking Act; an Act providing for taking the census in 1871; and for
regulating the coasting trade. The most important Acts were those imposing
duties on salt, coal and grain ; and authorizing the seizure of foreign vessels
hovering near Canadian fishing grounds. These two Acts were intended to
protect the agricultural and fishing interests from the encroachments of the
Americans, which had been very great since the abrogation of the Reciprocity
Treaty of 1854

June 21st.—Hon, Charles Tupper sworn of the Privy Council, and
appointed President of that body,

September 24th.—The Military Expedition under command of Colonel
Wolseley (now Sir Garnet Wolseley, Governor of Cyprus), which had been
ordered to the Red River Territory on account of the troubles there during
tne past winter, arrived at Fort Garry after a very long and toilsome journey.
Riel and his associates fled on the approach of the troops, and escaped to
United States territory

January 11th —First elections for Local House held in Manitoba,

18th —Commissioners for taking the Census gaszetted, The Census wag
taken in April, and showed the total population of the Dominion to be
3,496,877, divided as follows: Ontario, 1,629,842; Quebec, 1,190,505; New
Nova Scotia, 387,800 ; Manitoba [1870] 11,

Brunswick, 2

2 1st—British Columbia Legislature passes resolutions in favor of Con.
federation,

28th.—First Ministry in Manitoba formed as follows : Hon, James McKay,
President of Council; Hon. H. J. Clarke, Q.C., Attorney-General; Hon

Joseph
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Joseph Royal, Provincial Secretary ; Hon. Thomas Howard, Treasurer; Hon
John Norquay, Minister of Public Works.

February 15th.—Fourth Session f First Parliament of Canada opened
by His Excellency Lord Lisgar, Governor-General, when th
Speech from the Throne was delivered

following

Honor

Gentlemen of the House of Commons

le Gentlemen of the

nate

I have much satisfaction in meeting y

1 at this, 1sual and most convenient
geason of the year, and under the present auspicious eircumstances of the country.

The hope I was sanguine encugh to express at the close of the last Session
further attempt would be made to disturb our frontier wa

, that no
doomed to early disappoint-
The Session had scarcely closed when lawless bands assembled within the United
States in great numbers, and renewed the

ment
menace of invasion. They ventured to cross
promptly met and repelled. So
16 invaders 1

border at two points, but were complete and
t heart and hope, threw away
back to encumber the villages in their rear, with their
yralized masses. Our Militia

humiliating was the repulse, that ti

quantities of arms, and fel
starving and den

rallied at the first eall to arms with
praiseworthy alacrity, and the spirit which pervades the country, swelled their numbers
with volunteers from all quarters. The gallantry displayed and the success achieved,
have been duly recognized by the highest military authority, and honored, in gratifying
terms of appreciation, by Her Most Gracious Majesty. In maintaining the Militia on
active duty, the Government incurred an outlay to a eonsiderable amount beyond what
was provided by the votes of last Session. The accounts of the entire expenditure for
the defence of the frontier will be laid before you, and I feel confident that you will pass
a Bill to indemnify the Government.

My anticipations of success in regard to the Act passed for the Governmen: of
Manitooa and the North-West Territories, and in regard to the Military Expedition,

which i1t was necessary to despatch, have been fortunately realized. The troops sur-
mounted the difficulties of the long and toilsome route with endurance and intelligence.
They encountered no armed opposition, and their arrival at the

Red River was cordially
weleomed by the inhabitants,

The people of the new Provinee have, under the Consti-
tution accorded to them last year, assumed all the duties of self-government, and every

appeargnee warrants the hope that they are entering steadily upon a career of peace and
prosperity.

The Legislature of British Columbia has pe
for admission into the Union, on the

ed an address to Her Maje

conditions therein stat

¥ praying
All the
attention is

term L
papers on this important subject will be

submitted, and your earnest
invited to them. I hope you will think that the terms
passing

are 20 fair as to justify you in
similar address, 20 that the boundaries of Canada may, at an early day, be
extended from the shores of the Atlantic Ocean on the

Pacific on the other.

me side, to the shores of the

Should such an address be adopted, it will be necessary for you to take steps to
sequre the early exploration and survey of a route for an Interoceanic Railway, with a
view to its construction in accordance with the terms of Union.

The aecquisition of the North-West Territories throws upon the Government and

Parliament of the Dominion the duty of promoting their early settlement by the
encourngement of immigration

This duty can best be discharged by a liberal land
policy, and by opening up communications through our own country to Manitoba. The
means proposed for accomplishing these purposes will be submitted for your considera-
tion.

Her Majesty’s Government has decided upon referring the Fishery question, along with
other questions pending between the two countries, to a Joint Commission to be named
by Her Majesty's Government and t}
mission Canada will be represented.

wernment of the United Btates. On this Com

1is mode of dealing with the various matters in
controversy will, I trust, lead to their satisfactory adjustment. Canada urges no demand
beyond those to which she is plainly entitled by Treaty and the law of nations. She has
pushed no claim to an extreme assertion, and only sought to maintain the rights of her
own people fairly and firmly, but in a friendly and considerate spirit and with all due
respect to foreign powers and international obligations,

The thanks of the country are
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due to the Admiral on the Station and thoee under his command, for the valuable and
efficient aid which they rendered to our eruisers during the past season in maintaining
order and protecting the inshore Fisheries from encroachment.

The prospect of the adoption of an International Currency seems, in the present
state of Europe, to be so remote, tLat I recommend you to consider the propriety of
assimilating the Currency of the Dominion without further delay.

The extension to Manitoba of the Militia and other laws of the Dominion, and their
adaptation to the present circumstances of that young Province, will require your
attention.

The decennial Censug will be taken on the third day of April next, and it is believed
that a more thorough and accurate system has been adopted than any that has hitherto
obtained. It may be necessary to amend the Act of last Session in some particulars,

Among other mensures, Bills will be presented to you relating to Parliamentary
Elections, Weights and Measures, Insurance Companies, Savings Banks, and for the
consolidation and amendment of the Inspection Laws

Gentlemen of the House of Commons

I have given directions that the public accounts shall be laid before you. You
will learn with satisfaction that the Revenue for the past year was in excess of what
was estimated, and that the prospects for the current year are so encouraging that,
notwithstanding the extensive public improvements which are contemplated, you will
probably be able to diminish the taxation of the country.

The Estimates for the ensuing year will be submitted to you, and I feel assured that
you will be of opinion that the supplies which you will be asked to vote can be granted
without inconvenience to the people

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate ; and Gentlemen of the House of Commona
I lay these various and weighty matters before you in full confidence that they will

engage your mature attention, and I pray that the result of your deliberations may, with
the Divine blessing, prove conducive in all respects to the advancement and happiness
of the country

16th~Joint High Commissioners appointed by the British Govern-
ment to meet at Washington and arrange terms with Commissioners
appointed by the United States, of a treaty for the settlement of the Alapama
claims, fisheries and other question® outstanding between Great Britain and
the United States. Commission composed as follows : Rt. Hon. Earl de Grey
and Ripon, K.G., President of the Most Honorable Privy Council ; Rt. Hon.
Sir Btafford Henry Northcote, Bart,, C.B,, M.P.; Rt. Hon. Sir Edward Thorn-
ton, K.C.B, British Minister at Washington; Hon. Sir John Alexander
Macdonald, K.C.B,, Minister of Justice and Attorney-General of Canada; and
Montague Bernard, Esq., Chichele Professor of International Law in the
University of Oxford. The American Commission (which had been appointed
on the 10th instant) was composed as follows : Hon, Hamilton Fish, Secre-
tary of State; Hon. Robert C. Schenck, American Minister at the Court of
St. James ; Hon. Bamuel Nelson, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of
the United Staies; Hon, Ebenezer R. Hoar, of Massachusetts ; and Hon
George H. Williams, of Oregon. Lord Tenterden was Secretary of the
British High Commission, and Mr. Bancroft Davies, Secretary of the United
States High Commission

Opening of New Brunswick Legislature. Hon. E. A. Vail, M.D., elected
Speaker of the Legislative Agsembly,

2 1st.—~New Brunswick Cabinet resigns

22nd.—New Ministry formed in New Brunswick as follows: Hon. T. R.
Jones, President of Executive Council; Hon, G. L, Hatheway, Provincial
Secretary (Premicr) ; Hon. George E. King, Attorney-General; Hon. B. R
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Stevenson, Surveyor-General ; Hon. W. M. Kelly,

Commissioner Public
Works ;

Hon. Messrs. W, 8. Caie and J. 8, Covert, without portfolio,

25th —VFirst meeting of Joint High Commissioners at Washington
March 2nd.—Elections in Manitoba for House of Commons held, with

following result : John C.Schultz, M.D., Lisgar ; Pierre Delorme, Provencher

Donald A. Smith, Selkirk. In Marquette, Mr. Angus McKay and Mr. James

8. Lynch, M.D., each received 282 votes, consequently neither candidate was

, and a new election was subsequently ordered

irst Sitting of Joint High Commission

.ocal elections in Ontario. The Coalition Government of Hon
John Sandficld Macdonald loses many supporters

17th.—Governor-General transmits a message to Parliament covering
resolutions in which British Columbia offers to enter Confederation

2 1st —The House of Commons decides to remove the duties imposed at
last session on coal, flour, grain, salt, &c

30th.—Resolutions for the admission of British Colnmbia adopted in

House of Commons by large majority

April Sth.—Manitoba members take their seats in House of Commons,
14th —Dominion Parliament prorogued. The Governor-General gave
assent to thirty public, and twenty-cight private and local Bills. Amongst
the most important public Acts was one establishing a uniform currency in
the Dominion, and assimilating the currency of Nova Scotia to that of the
other Provinces ; an Act establishing a new Banking system giving greater
security to note-holders and depositors ; an Act repealing the duties on coal,
flour, &« Acts extending criminal laws to Manitoba, and for the Adminis-
tration of Justice in the North-West Territories, a temporary Election law ;
an Act providing for the seizure and sale of foreign vessels caught fishing in
Canadian waters; an Insolvent Act, &c

27th.—The Joint High Commission closes its labors, having agreed on
the terms of a Treaty to be submitted to the respective Governments of the
Commissioners

29th.—The New Brunswick Legislature passes a Free School Bill, The
Roman Catholic element in the Province strongly opposed to the Act

May 3rd.—New Brunswick Legislature passes resolutions asking
Dominion Government for better terms

4th.—Mr. Sandford ¥leming appointed Engineer-in-Chief of Pacific Rail-
way Survey,

8th.—The Treaty of Washington signed by the Joint High Commissioners,
The Treaty provided that the settlement of the Alabama claims should be
left to a Board of Arbitration, to meet at Geneva. The Canadian fisheries to
be thrown open to the Americans for ten years, and fish and fish oil to be
admitted free into the United States and Canada for the same time., The
free navigation of the St. Lawrence guaranteed to the Ame ricans, and the use
of our canals for ten years, on certain conditions. Canadians to have the
right of transporting goods in bond through the United States, and Americans
to have same right through Canada. The settlement of the San Juan boundary
question to be left to the decision of the Emperor of Germany A Commis-
sion to meet at Halifax to settle whether the United States should make any
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money compensation to Canada for the use of the fisheries. The clauses of
the treaty relating to Canada to receive the assent of Dominion Parliament.
Some dissatisfaction was felt in Canada at the Treaty, which was regarded as
a surrender of the Canadian fisheries, as an offset to the claims of the United
States against Great Britain for the depredations of the Alabama and other
cruisers )

17th—Both Houses of New Brunswick Legislature unanimously pass
resolutions condemning the Treaty of Washington

2 £th —Treaty of Washington ratified by the United States Senate

June 17th.—Ratifications of the Treaty of Washington exchanged

July 4th.—Proclamation of Treaty of Washington by President Grant.

Sth.—British Columbia enters the Dominion. The terms of her admission
allowed her three representatives in the Senate and six in the House of

Commons, and a large subsidy ; but the principal feature in the terms was

the agreement on the part of the Dominion to build a railway to the Pacific
which was to be commenced in two years and finished in ten from the date of
the admission of the Province

Hon. Joseph William Trutch appointed Lieutenant-Governor
Columbia

f British

October 25th.—Hon, Christopher Dunkin, Minister of Agriculture,
appointed Puisne Judge of the Superior Court of Quebec Hon. John Henry
Pope sworn of the Privy Council and appointed Minister of Agriculture

December 13th.—Hon, Marc Amable Girard and J
Esq., called to the S

in Sutherland,
ate for Manitoba ; and Robert William Weir Carrall,
Esq., Francis Clement Cornwall, Esq, and William John Macdonald, Esq.,

called to the Senate for British Columbia

19th —Ontario Ministry resigned; Mr. Blake sent for to form new
Ministry

20th.—The following Ministry formed in Ontario

Hon. Epwarp Brake, Q.C., President of the Council (Premier.)

Hon. Apax Croogs, D.C.L., Q.C.,, Attorney-General

Hon. ALexaxper Mackeszie, Secretary and Registrax

Hon. A. McKeLLag, Commissioner of Agriculture and Public Works

2 Ist.—Hon. Perer Gow, Secretary and Registrar

Hon. Avgxavxper Mackeszig, Treasurer.

Hon. Ricuarp Wu. Scorr, Q.C., Commissioner of Crown Lands

18S7x

April 11th —Fifth session of First Parliament of the Dominion opened
by the Governor-General, Lord Lisgar, who delivered the following Speech
from the Throne :—
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the Howse of Commons :

The auspicious recovery which the merey of Providence vouchsafed from the well
nigh mortal illness of the Prince of Wales, called forth a universal expression of joy and
thankfulness throughout the Empire. All classes of the people testified their deep sense
of relief from the anxieties of a long and painful suspense, by joining their beloved
Queen in & public Thanksgiving, which proved in vastuess of attendance and unanimity
of feeling the grandest and most impressive ceremony ever witnessed in the British
Capital, I invite you to follow the good example on the fifteenth day of this month It
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was thought advisable to defer the solemnity until after the meeting of Parliament, and
I feel assured that the members of the two Houses, as well as all Her Majesty’s faithful
subjeots throughout the Dominion will be anxious to unite in celebrating the occ
with all becoming observance and loyal alaerity.

sion

Your meeting has itself heen postponed to a later season t' . ) usual, upon considera
tions of Imperial as well as Colonial interest, and at the tance of Her Majosty
Government

The young Provinee of Manitoba wa

last September, threatened with an invasion
of lawless persons from the United States, Prompt measures for resistance were adopted
by the loeal authorities and attended with the best results, In order to reassure the
people of the Province, and to prevent a recurrence of the outrage, I ordered a foree of
two hundred Militiamen to be sent to Fort Garry. Notwithstanding the inclement
season of the year the troops surmounted the difficulties of the march with energy and

st ocess, thug proving not only their own discipline 1 endurance, but also the val

1e of
oceasionod by
this expedition will be laid before you, and you will be requested to pass a Bill to
indemnify the Government

A copy of the Treaty made at Washin
and the United States of Ame

the route through our own territory. The accounts of the expenditure

n last year between Her Majesty the Queen
rien, in which the Domin has #o great an interest, will
be laid before you. So much of the papers and of the eompleted correspondence as can
be made public without injury t

interests of the Empire or of Canada, will also he
at once submitted for your information, and your attention will be invited to this im
portant subject

A Conference was held at Ottawa in September last, on the subject of Immigration,
at which the Government of the Dominion, as well as those of every Province, werc
represented. A scheme for joint and several action was prov

ionally arranged, to which
I invite your attention. I do not doubt that you will be inclined to make ample pro-
visions for the encouragement of Immigration, with the maintenance and extension of

whieh the development of the vast natural resources of Canada is so vitally interwoven
Sinoe last session the union of British Columbia with Canada has been happily
sonsummated, and her v« pregentatives now take part in your deliberations.
In order to open up und settle the fertile Territories of the North-West, and to link
British Columbia therewith, it will be necessary for you to make provision for the con-

struction of a Railway to the Pacific Ocean, in conformity with the terms of Her
Majesty’s Order in Council, uniting British Columbia wi
priation was ms

1 the Dominion. An appro-
le in the lnst session for the preliminary Survey of the route for this
Railway. The work has been diligently prosecuted, and a report of the
achieved will be laid before you.

progress

You will, I trust, coneur with me in thinking that the long contemplated improve-
ment and extension of our system of Canals ought to be vigorously prosecuted. The
rapid increase in the trade of Canada, and the importance of competing for, and
accommodating the commerce of the Great West, render it

of transport by water should he cheapened and facilitated.

necessary that the means
I have to request your
serious consideration of this subject, and in connection with it, the expediency of pro-
viding a direet water commuication between the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the

ay of
Fundy.

representation in Parlinment, of the four Provinees originally constituting the Dominion,
levolves upon you now, according to the terms of the Union Act. A measure for the
purpose will accordingly be submitted for your consideration.

The decennial Census having been taken last year, the duty of re-adjusting th

Among other measures, Bills will be presented to you relating to the Judges of
Superior Courts; to the regulation and management of the Public Lands and Mines of
the Dominion in Manitoba and the North-West Territories, and for the amendment of
the laws relating to the Public Health.

Gentlemen of the Howse of Commons

The acoounts of the past year will at once be laid before you,’and likewise a state
ment of the Receipts and Expenditure of the current year, up to the cloge of the last
month.

It is gratifying to me to be able to announce to you that the revenue for the past
as well as that for the current yoar, will be considerably in excess of what was estimated,
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‘ and that consequently there is no reason to apprehend embarrassment from the im o reArTan,
"! mediate commencement of the contemplated public improvements 4 British
| The Estimates for the ensuing year will be submitted to vou, and [ trust that you i

decenni
| will be of opinion that thesupplies which my Government will ask you to vote for the

i : . : Canada
service of Her Majesty, be granted without inconvenience to Her Canadian subjects

‘l *10,000
‘rp' Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate for buill
I Gentlemen of the House of Commons
' I have all the more satisfaction in recurring to your counsel and assistance at this "“[!,
i period, inasmuch I may congratulate you on the general prosperity of the country, ) appoint
and the fortunate issue of the steps taken to unite and consolidate the vast territories Council,
* which now form the Dominion. O'C'onng
I feel assured that you will continne to devote the a8 in the past to 4
I the augmented labors, which the exigencies of more - constituencies and a Privy
wider sphere of operations demand at your hands, and I e pray that your effort of the 8
n s pat of ¢ 1 be g0 } ! ide ] y I nt 1O e Y iustic ir 1 a
i 1:“‘:}[‘«‘1’[ -Ivvh!h‘o ‘l‘.i:x\il.mn ‘I ensur 1’:' h ll'![‘wl« \‘ ,m l‘ l\‘>i!wA.l‘L‘ !\\( :X «:v"'wll !‘II”- . I~ r’-]l":r‘A Octo
"| ih"l(t'»",l]‘l‘. ()“ Onti
‘ 26th.—Sir George E. Cartier introduced the Pacific Railway Dill in the Oliver M
Commons. This Act gave the Governor in Council power to make a con- I B. P
! tract with either of the two Companies which had applied for contracts, or ‘I““_“"'
; an amalgamation of them, or to issue¢ a Royal Charter to a new Company McKella
| The Subsidy to be given hy the Company not to exceed $30,000,000 and Dece
50,000,000 acres of land X Governo
30th.—Sir Francis Hincks, Finance Minister, made his budget speech 23rd
showing a surplus of $3,712.479 follows
May 3rd.—Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill to give effect to G. A Wi
the clauses of the Treaty of Washington requir the consent of the of Lands
Dominion Parliament. There had been a very strong feeling against the J. Armst|
Treaty, because it wns considered that the fisheries had been surrendered for 28th.
inadequate compensation ; and also, becanse the consideration of the claims Clarke, 1
of Canada against the United States for compensation for Fenian raids had Joseph I
been refused by the Joint High Commissioners; the Imperial Government g and Wil
had, however, agre: d to guarantee a loan of £2.500,000 stg. to assist in build- ) Council fi
ing the Pacific Railway, and the House supported the proposition of the
Government to accept the Treaty, by a majority of 66 i
20th.—Mr. Costigan (Victoria, N.B.) moved that an address be presented ) Janw

to His Excellency praying him to disallow the New Brunswick School Act Council a

Petitions had been presented from the Roman Catholic cle and laity & Febru
“ praying the Governor not to sign this Bill, but he had, on the advice of |hl- ! twelve otl
Minister of Justice (Sir John A. Macdonaid) given assent to it, it having been 11th-~
held that the Legislature had the right to pass the Act, and that His Quebec
Excellency had no right to interfere. This motion of Mr. Costigan's was 21st.—
therefore, equivalent to a motion of want of confidence, and was defeated ; Senate,
but an amendment offered by Mr. Mackenzie that the Government shounld 2%nd.-

Finance,
M.D, Min
27th
Q.C., Prov

(Premier)

obtain the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown, and, if possible, of the
Privy Council, was adopted

June 14th.—Parliament prorogued, His Excellency giving assent to
thirty-nine public and scventy-nine private Bills, Amongst the most
important were the Pacific Railway Bill, and the Act giving effect to the
Treaty of Washington ; an Act repealing the duties on tea and coffee; an Act Robertson,

regulating Dominion lands; an Act relating to Trades Unions ; and an Act Lands ; L
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rearranging representation in the House of Commons, in accordance with the
British North America Act, which requires it to be 8o re-arranged after each
lecennial census,

Canada Pacific

Amongst the private Acts were two incorporating the
and Inter-Oceanic Railway Companies, with a capital of
210,000,000 each, and power to enter into a contract with the Government
for building the Pacific Railway

July 2nd—Hon. Alexander Morris, Minister of Inland Revenue
appointed Chief Justice of Manitoba. Hon, Charles Tupper, President of the
Council, succeeded him as Minister of Inland Revenue, and the Hon. John
O'Connor was sworn of the Privy Council and appointed President of the
Privy Council. Hon, John Hamilton Gray, D.C L., appcinted a Puisne Judge
of the Supreme Court of British Columbia

October 25th—Hon, Messrs. Blake and Mackenzie having retired from
the

Ontario Government, the Ministry was reconstructed as follows : Hon,
Oliver Mowat, Q.C,, (late Vice-Chancellor) Attorney-General (Premier) ; Hon.
I'. B. Pardee, Secretary and Registrar; Hon, Adam Crooks, Q.C,, D.CL,

Treasurer; Hon, R. W, Scott, Q.C., Commissioner of Crown Lands; Hon. A

McKellar, Commissioner of Agriculture and Public Works.
December 2nd—Hon, Alexander Morris appointed
Governor of Manitoba and the North-West Territories
23rd —New Executive Council appointed

Lieutenant-

for British Columbia ag
follows : Hon. Amor De Cosmos, President of the Council (Premier); Hon,
G. A. Walkem, Attorney-General ; Hon. Robert Beaven, Chief Commissioner
of Lands and Works ; Hon, John Ash, M.D, Provincial Secretary ; Hon. W,
J, Armstrong (without office.)

28th.—Hon, Marc A. Girard, Hon. Donald A

Smith, Hon. Henry J
Clarke, Hon, Pascal Breland, Hon, Alfred

joyd, John Schultz, Esq., M.D.,
Joseph Dubuc, Esq., Andrew G. B. Bannatyne, Esq., Robert Hamilton, E
and William J. Christie, Esq., appointed members of the
Council for the North-West Territories

1873,

January 30th—~Hon. Theodore Robitaille, M.D., sworn of the Privy
Council and appointed Receiver-General

February Sth—Pacific Railway Charter granted to S8ir Hugh Allan and
twelve other Directors

11th~Hon, Réné Edouard Caron, appointed
Quebec.

2 1st.—Hon, Pierre
Senate,

Lieutenant Governor of
Joseph Olivier Chauveau appointed Speaker of the

2%nd~—Hon. 8. L. Tilley, Minister of Customs, appointed Minister of

Finance, in place of Sir Francis Hincks, resigned; Hon. Charles Tupper,
M.D., Minister of Inland Revenue, appointed Minister of Customs,

27th —New Ministry formed in Quebec as follows : Hon. Gédéon Ouimet,
Q.C', Provincial Secretary and Registrar, and Minister of Public Instruction

(Premier) ; Hon. George Irvine, Q.C., Attorney-General; Hon, James G

Robertson, Treasurer; Hon, Pierre Fortin, M.D., Commissioner of Crown

Lands ; Louis Archambault, N.P., Commissioner of Agriculture and Public

At a e
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Works; Hon. John J. Ross, M.D., Speaker of the Legislative Council ; Hon
Joseph Adolphe Chapleau, Q.C., Solicitor-General

Mareh 4th.—Hon. John O'Connor, President o the Privy Council, ap-
pointed Minister of Inland Revenue,

Sth.—Meeting of Dominion Parliament, Hon. James Cox kburn, re-elected
Speaker

Gth.—Firet session of second Parliament opened by the Governor-General
Lord Dufferin, who delivered the following Speech from the Throne :—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate

Gentlemen of the House of Commons

In addressing for the first time the Parliament of Canada, I desire to express the

satisfaction [ feel in resorting to your advice

and assistance, as well as my deep sense of
my own good fortune in being permitted to associate myself with you in your labors and
rations for the welfare of this Dominion

I rejoice to think that my assumption of office should have taken place at a period

asp

when the prospects of the country appear go full of promise, when peace and amity
prevail amongst all neighboring nations, and when g0 u indications are afforded of

ess with which Canada herself is consolidating her political unity and developing

the su

her material resources.

In accordance with the decision of Parliament, and to carry into effect the le;'slation
of last Session, I have caused a Charter to be granted to a body of Canadian capitalists
for the construction of the Pacific Railway. The Company now formed has given
assurances that this great work will be vigorously prosecuted, and a favorable state of
the money market in England affords every hope that satisfactory arrangements may he
made for the required capital. The papers and correspondence relating to this subject
will be laid before you.

During the past year the surveys for the improvement and extension of our system of
Canals, for which appropriations were made last Session, have been in active prepara-
tion; and I am glad to inform you that the plans and specifications for the enlargement
of the Welland and the construction of the Baie Verte Canals have been completed, and
that the works can now be put under contraet.

The surveys for the 8t. Lawrence Canals will, I am assured, be finished in timeto
commence the works at the beginning of next year. This will ensure the completion of
all these great undertakings at the same period.

It is gratifying to know that the efforts made to encourage immigration have met
with a great measure of success, and that the numbers seeking a home in Canada have

wugmented during the last year. I do not doubt your readiness to make

been great
ample provision for the steadily increasing stream of settlers that may hereafter he
annually expected to add to the population, wealth and strength of the Dominion.

The compilation of the first Census of the Dominion approaches completion, and this
hment of a proper system
for the accurate collection and scientific arrangement of statistical information. I

would, therefore, seem a fitting time to provide for the establi

commend this subject to your attention.

It is important that provigion should be made for the consolidation and amendment
of the laws, now in force in the several Provinces, relating to the representation of the
people in Parliament. A Mensure for this purpose, and one for the trial of Controverted
Elections, will be submitted for your consideration.

Your attention will be invited to measures for the amendment of the Laws relating
to Pilots, to Salvage, and to the Trinity Houses of Montreal and Quebee, as well as for
the improvement of the laws, generally affecting our Merchant Shipping.

Experience has shown that the duties now performed in the offices of the Secretary
of State and the Secretary for the Provinces, may be readjusted with advantage to the
publie service. A Bill on the subject will be laid before you.

Among other measures, Bills will be presented to you relating to the Criminal Law,
to Weights and Measures, and to the amendment and consolidation of the Inspection

Laws
(entlemen of the House of Commons

I have given directions that the accounts of the past, and of the first six months of
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the present financial year,shall be laid before you without delay.

You will be gratified
to learn that the finances of the Dominion are in a prosperous

ondition, and that there
is no reason to doubt that the revenre will be sufficient to meet all contemplated charges
upon it.

The Estimates for the ensuing year, which will be submitted to you, have been
propared with as much regard to economy as is compatible

with the efficiency of the
public service,

and I venture to hope that you will be of opinion that the supplies which
my Government will ask you to vote, can be

granted without inconvenience to the
people.

Homorable Gentlemen of the Senate
Gentlemen of the House of (Commons

Many of the subjects I have enumerated are of the greatest importance, Iti
full confidence in your patriotism and wisdom that I commend them t
tion, and I trust that a Gracious Providence may guide your (

s witl

) your eonsider
ua

in whatever way

may best promote the happiness of the people of Canada, and the welfare of the Empire
it large.

10th —Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne
Senate by Hon. A, Vidal, seconded by Hon. M. H. Cochranc

11th.—Address in reply to the Speech from the

moved in the

Throne moved i
Commons by Stephen Tobin, Esq., seconded by A. L. Palmer, Esq., Q.(

Apwril 1st—Hon, Mr. Tilley made his financial statement to the House
showing a surplus of $3,125,345.

2nd —Hon, Mr. Huntington moved for a Committee to examine into the
granting of the Pacific Railway Charter, charging that the Government had
sold the charter to Sir Hugh Allan, and a number of American capitalists, in
consideration of a larg: sum of money which was spent iu the elections. The
motion was treated as one of want of confidence, and voted down without
discussion by 107 to 76

Jrd.—Sir John A. Macdonald moved that a Committee of five members by
appointed by the House to investigate the charges made by Hon. M
Huntington, Motion carried, and Hon. J. H. Cameron, Hon, J. G. Blanchet,
Hon. A. A, Dorion, Hon, Edward Blake and Hon, James McDonald were
appointed. The Committee reported in favor of evidence being taken under
oath; and, as there was no authority for Committees examining witnesses
under oath, a Bill was introduced, passed, and assented to on the third of
May, giving Parliamentary Committees power to examine witnesses under
oath. This Act was known as the « Oath’s Bill,” and was disallowed by Her
Majesty on the ground that it exceeded the power conferred on the Parlia-
ment of Canada by the British North America Act of 1867. Meanwhile th«
Committee adjourned until the 2nd of July as Sir Hugh Allan, Sir George E
Cartier and Hon, Mr, Abbott, who were important witnesses, were in England
and would not return until about that time. As the Committee could not
sit during recess it was agreed that Parliament should be adjourned instead of
being prorogued, and it was go adjourned, on the twenty-third of May, to meet
pro forma on the thirteenth of A agust for prorogation

May 1st—Hon. Joseph Howe appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Nova
Scotia.

10th —Hon. William C. F, Robinson appointed Lieutenant-Governor of
Prince Edward Island, to take effect on the 1st of July

20th.—8ir George E, Cartier died in London, England

23rd —Parliament adjourned until the thirteenth of August, His

3 o Ok e
ot e
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Excellency giving assent to all the Bills passed during the Session, not
previously assented to,  During the Session, fifty-one public and seventy-five
private Bills were passed, amongst the most important of which were the
following : The Oath's Bill ; an Act rendering members of Provincial Councils

and Assemblies ineligible for the House of Commons ; a temporary Election
Act; an Act providing for the trial of Controverted Elections by Judges ; an

Act rearranging Provincial subsidies under the Union Act, the debt of Ontario

and Quebee being placed at £73,006,088, instead of $62,500,000, and the other

in proportion; an Act arranging salaries, the allowance of
members of Parliament was raised from $600 to $1,000, of Ministers from

Provinces allowe

$7,000, with $1,000 extra to the Premier, salaries of Lieutenant-

Governors of Ontario and Quebec raised to $10,000, and all other Provinces

y Speakers of the Senate and Commons raised to $4,000 each, an increase
made in the salaries of Judges, and $75,000 appropriated for increased salaries
in the Civil Service. Acts were passed providing for the administration of
ustice in the North-West Territories, and for the establishment of a Mounted
Police Force ; also, an Act granting a subsidy of $150,000 per annum to New
Brunswick, on condition of the repeal of the export duty on American timber
floated down the St. John river; also, an Act changing the guage of the
Intercolonial Railway to 4 ft 8} in

also, an Act regulating the carrying of
deck loads

June 1st.—Hon., Joseph Howe, Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia,
died at Halifax
14th.—Thomas Nicholson Gibbs, and Hugh Macdonald, Esquires, sworn
of the Privy Council and appointed Secretary of State for the Provinces and
President of the Privy Council respectively
July 1st.—Proclamation of the disallowance of the Oath's Bill. General
recoastruction of the Dominion Cabinet, which left the portfolios distributed
as follows :—
Hon. Sir Jony A. Macpoxawp, K.C.B,, Minister of Justice (Premier.)
Hon. 8. L. Tiwrey, C.B,, Minister of Finance
Hon, Perer Mircrery, Minister of Marine and Fisheries
Hon. Arexaxper Canenery, Q.C., Minister of the Interior.
Hon. H. L. Laxgeviy, C.B., Minister of Public Works
Hon. J. C. AxiNs

cretary of State
Hon. Cuanigs Teeeer, M.D,, C.B., Minister of Customs,
Hon. J, H. P Minister of Agriculture

Hon, Jonx O'Coxxor, Q.C'.,, Postmaster-General

Hon. Tugo. Romgainue, M.D., Receiver-General
Hon, T. N. Gmass, Minister of Inland Revenue,
Hon, H. McDoxarp, Q.C,; Minister of Militia and Defence.
—Prince Edward Island enters Confederation
2nd.—Committee on Hon. Mr, Huntington’s charges met at Montreal, and
adjourned until 13th of August, on account of disallowance of Oaths Bill.
Sir John A. Macdonald offered to issue a Royal Commission to the Committee,
but it was declined by Hon, Messrs, Blake and Dorion.
£th.—A number of letters from Sir Hugh Allan to Messrs, G. W. McMullen,
C. M. Smith, and G. W. Cass, published in the Montreal Herald and Toronto
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Globe. These letters showed that Sir Hugh Allan had entered into an agree-
ment with a number of American capitalists to build the Pacific Railway;
that nearly $400,000 had been used by him (Allan) for election and other
purposes and seemed to implicate the Government in the corrupt disposal of
the Pacific Railway contract

Hon. Adams George Archibald, Q.C

Nova Scotia

appointed Licutenant-Governor of

Sth.—8ir Hugh Allan publishes an affidavit in the Montreal Gazette denying
that he had made any corrupt bargain with the Government with regard to
the Pacific Railway contract

16th.—Mr. G. W. McMullen published a © narrative

Herald and Toronto Globe giving his account of th

in the Montreal
Pacific Railway transac-
tions, and also a letter from Sir G. E. Cartier to Hon. J. J. C. Abbott askin
for $20,000, on the conditions agreed on with Sir Hugh Allan, and a telegram
from Sir John A. Macdonald asking for $10,000 mort
August 13th.—Parliament prorogued Nin ty-two members of the
Opposition presented a memorial to His Excellency praying that Parliament
should not be prorogued, but be allowed to continue the investigation of the
Huntington charges. He replied that he was bound to take the advice of his
Constitutional advisers, and they advised him to prorogue Parliament, as had
been agreed on in May ; but added that a Royal Commission would be issued
and Parliament summoned again as soon as their report was received
14th.—A Royal Commission to enquire into the charges made by Hon
Mr. Huatington, issued to the Honorable C. D. Day, late a Puisne Judge of

the Superior Court of Lower Canada; Hon. Antoin

ette, a Puisne Judge
of the Superior Court of Quebec, and James Robert Gowan, Esq., Judge of

the County Court of the County Simcoe, Ont. The Commissioners to report

to Parliament as well as to the Secretary of State
September 4th.—Royal Commission met at Ottawa
October 23rd.—8eccond Session of Second Parlinment opened by His

Excellency the Governor-General, who delivered the following Speech from
the Throue :—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate
(Fentlemen of the House of Commons
In accordance with the intimation given by me at the close of the last Session, |
have caused Parliament to be summoned at the earliest moment after the receipt of
the Report of the Commissioners appointed by me to enquire into certain matters
connected with the Canadian Pacifie Railway.

I'he evidence obtained under the Com-
mission deserves careful consideration.

The Report will be laid before Parliament, and
it will be for you then to determine whether it can be of any assistance to you

A Bill for the Consolidation and Amendment of the Laws in force in the several

Provinces relating to the representation of the people in Parliament will again be sub
mitted to you. By the postponement of this measure from last Session, you will have
the advantage of including in its provisions the Province of Prince Edward Island, now
happily united to Canada

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, to whom a Royal Charter was granted
have, I regret to say, been unable to make the financial arrangements necessary for the
construction of that great undertaking. They have therefore executed a surcender of
titpir Charter, which has been accepted by me.

You will, I trust, feel yourselves called upon to take steps to secare the early com

mencement and vigorous prosecution of the construction of that Railway, and thus to

of British Columbia.
will be submitted for your consideration.

carry out, in good faith, the arrangement made with the Provine
A measure for this purpo
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The extension of the bounds of the Dominion has eaused a corresponding inorease in
the work of administration, and seems to call for additional assistance in Parliament
as well as in the Executive Government. A Bill on this subject will be laid before
you.

Your attention will be invited to the consideration of a Bill for the establishment of
a General Court of Appeal.

Measures relating to our navigable waters and to the Inspection Laws, will be laid
before you ; as also, a Bill for the establishment of a Dominion Board 6f Agriculture.

I'he subject of the law relating to Insolvency will necessarily engage your attention.

I'he efforts made by the several Provinees, as well a2 by the Dominion, to encourage
Immigration, have met with success, and a large number of valuable settlers have been
added to our population. I do not doubt that you will continne your liberal aid to
this important object.

GGentlemen of the House of Commona

I hiive directed that the accounts of the past financial year shall be laid before
you. The prosperous condition of our finances continues, and the revenue has been
sufficient to meet all charges upon it. The estimates for the ensuing year will be laid
before you. They have been prepared with due regard to economy as well as to the
efficiency of the publie service, and I trust that the supplies which are necessary, will be
granted without inconvenience to the people.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate
Gentlemen of the House of Commons

Your best attention will, I doubt not, be devoted to the important interests com-
! ,and 1 am confident that your deliberations will redound to the

mitted to your char,

wivantage and prosperity he country

27th,~Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne moved in the

Senate by Hon. G. Alexander, seconded by Hon. D. Montgomery, and
adopted. Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne moved in the
House by Mr. H. B. Witton, seconded by Mr. L. I'. G. Baby, Q.C. Hon. Mr
Mackenzie moved in amendment that on account of their conduct with regard
to the Pacific Railway investigation the Minigtry had lost the confidence
of the House. The debate was continued seven days, and the Ministry
resigned withont a vote being taken

November 5th.—Hon. 8ir John A. Macdonald and his Cabinet resign,
nd Hon. Mr, Mackenzie sent for to form a new Ministry. Hon. John Crawford

wppointed Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, and Hon, 8, L. Tilley, Lieutenant-

Ctovernor of New Brunswick

7th.—Hon. Letellier de 8t. Just announces in the Senate and Hon. L. H,
Holton in the House, that Mr. Mackenzie had formed his Ministry ; and
Parlinment was prorogued, The following is a list of the new Ministry :—

Hon. AvexaxvEr Mackenzig, Minister of Public Works (Premier.)

Hon, Axtoine A. Dorioy, Q.C., Minister of Justice.

Hon. Epwarp Brake, Q.C
Hon, Ausert J. Smith, Q.C., Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Hon. Lve Lerenier pe St. Just, Minister of Agriculture,

, without portfolio

Hon. Ricaanrp J. Carrwricar, Minister of Finance
Hon. Davm Lairp, Minister of the Interior

Hon, Davip Cugristig, Secretary of State

Hon. Isaac Burees, Postmaster-General

Hon. Doxarp A. Macpoyawp, Postmaster-General,
Hon, Tromas Corry, Receiver-General.,
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Hon. TeLeseHore Fovrnigr, Q.C., Minister of Inland Revenne
Hon, WiLLiax Ross, Minister of Militia and Defence
Hon. Ricuarp W. Scorr, Q.C.,, without portfolio

January 9th.—Hon. David Christie, appointed Speaker of the Senate ;
Hon. R. W. Scott taking his portfolio as Secretary of State

20th.—Hon. L. 8. Huntington sworn of the Privy Council and appointed
Pregident of that body

February 11th.—Hon, G. A, Walkem succeeds Hon. Amor DeCosmos
18 leader of the Government of British Columbia, the latter having resigned
owing to the operation of the Act respecting dual representation

13th,—Hon, Edward Blake resigned his position in Cabinet

March 26th,.—Commencement of first session of Third Parliament,
Hon. T. W. Anglin, Member for Gloucester, N.B.,, elected Speaker of Commons
unanimously

27th.—Formal opening of the House. His Excellency the Governor-
(ieneral, Lord Dufferin, delivered the following Speech from the Throne ;—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentiemen of the House of Commons

I have convoked Parliament at the earliest moment consistent with the
entailed by the recent dissolution

delay

Your attention will be invited during the present Bession to measures having refer
ence to the representation of the people in Parliament embracing the system now
prevailing in Great Britain and in most other countries enjoying Constitutional Gover
ment of taking votes by Ballot, and to the establishment of a General Court of Appeal.

Measures will also be submitted to you for the amendment of the laws relating to
Controverted Elections, the Militia and Insolvency

The enactment of 1872 respecting the Canadian Pacific Railway having failed to
ecure the prosecution of that great enterprise, you will be called upon to consider what
plan will best and most speedily provide the means of trans-continental communiecation

with British Columbia. A report of the Chief Engineer will be laid before you, showing
what prog

¢ was made during the past year in the surveys connected with the proposed
line. The destruction of the Railway Offices by fire involved a serious loss of maps, plans
wnd papers, the possession of which would have made the Report more complete

The Canal and Harbor improvements are being vigorously prosecuted with a view to
ensure adequate accommodation for the rapidly growing trade of the country.

The Report of the Chief Engineer of the Department of Public Works on the pro-
posed Canal between the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence and the Bay of Fundy will be submitted
for your consideration.

With the progress already made in the construction of the Intercolonial Railway,
another year will be required to complete it. A report indicating its actual condition
will be laid before Parliament, and a measure will be introduced to vest in the Depart
ment of Public Works the powers now exercised by the Board of Railway Commissioners.

The question of compensation due to the Dominion for the Fishery privileges con-
ceded to the United States by the Treaty of Washington, has given rise to a renewal of
negotiations tepding to widen reciprocal trade relations with that country. At the
instance of my Government, the Imperial authorities have given directions to the
British Minister to discuss the whole subje

ot with the Administration at Washington
and have associated with him for this purpose a Canadian Commissioner

Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;

The accounts of the last financial year will be laid before you, as well as a state

ment of the receipts and expenditure of the present year to the latest practicable
period.

I regret to state that the receipts of the current year will not be sufficient to meet the
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expenditure. It will therefore be necessary for you to consider the best means to he
wdopted for making good the anticipated deficiency
I'he Estimates for the ensuing year will be laid before you. They have been pre
pared with as much regard to economy as is consistent with the efficiency of the Public
Service,
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate
(Fentlemen of the House of Commons
I'he combined efforts of the Dominion and Provincial Governments to promote

Immigration have met with a reasonable measure of success, thus adding a considerable

number of desirable persons from other countries to our industrial population.

Notwithstanding the commercial depression which, through exceptional causes,
prevailed tosome extent during the past year, it is satisfactory to know that the general
prosperity was not thereby seriously affected. I do not doubt but that as the great

natural resources of the Dominion become more widely appreciated, the results will be
s healthy stimulus to the enterprize and energy of our people and a still larger accession
to our numbers.

I trust that your deliberations muay be directed by wisdom and aided by Divine
Providence.

30th.—Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne moved in the
Senate by Hon. E, G, Penny, seconded by Hon. C. E. Panet; and in the
Commons by Mr. Thomas Moss, Q.C., seconded by Mr. Wilfred Laurier,
Address adopted in both Houses without amendment

Mr. Mackenzie Bowell called the attention of the House to a question

of privilege: Louis Riel, a fugitive from justice, had been elected for Pro-
vencher and had signed his name on the list of members ; he moved for
returns of the election, and that Attorney-General Clarke, of Manitoba, be
summoned to the Bar of the House with reference to the indictment of Louis
Riel by the Grand Jury of Manitoba

April Ist.—Mr. D. A. Smith moved for a committee of enquiry into the
North-West troubles, 1869-70, especially with reference to the question of
amnesty

14th.—Hon. Mr. Cartwright, Minister of Finance, made his Budget Bpeech,
and introduced a series of resolutions for changes in the tariff, which, he
estimated, would increase taxation about $3,000,000 per annum.

16th.—Motion for the expulsion of Louis Riel carried in the House by
124 to 68

May 26th.—-
hundred and seventeen Bills, and reserved one—an Act to amend the Extra-

‘arliament prorogued. His Excellency gave assent te one

dition Act—for Her Majesty's pleasure. Amongst the most important Acts
were the following: An Act authorizing a loan of £8,000,000 stg. to be spent
on the Pacific Railway and 8t. Lawrence canals; an Act changing Customs
and Excise dutics, increasing the ad valorem duties from 15 to 17} rer cent
an Election Act, elections all to be held on the same day ; candidates to be
nominated by not less than twenty-five electors, and to deposit $50; no
propurty qualification required of candidates; voting to be by ballot. A
Controverted Election Act requiring all controverted elections to be tried by
Judges. An Act providing for the construction of the Canadian Pacific
Railway as a Public Work. An Act taking the construction of the Inter-
colonial Railway out of the hands of the Commissioners and placing it in the
hands of the Minister of Public Works

June Ist.—Hon. A. A. Dorion, Minister of Justice, appointed Chief
Justice of the Province of Quebec
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July 4th,—Sir Robert Hodgson, Knt,, appointed Lieutenant-Governor of
Prince Edward Island.

July Sth.—Hon Felix Geoffrion sworn of the Privy Council and appointed
Minister of Inland Revenue in place of Hon. Telesphore Fournier, who took
the portfolio of Minister of Justice vacated by Mr. Dorion.

.\':'/)h'mht*r 22nd,—~New Ministry formed in Quebec as follows Hon.
(', B. De Boucherville, Provincial Secretary and Registrar, and Minister of
Public Instruction (Premier); Hon, J. G. Robertson, Treasurer; Hon, F. H
Lemaire, Speaker of the Legislative Council; Hon. H. G. Malhiot, Q.C,,
Commissioner of Crown Lands; Hon, L. R. Church, Q.C., Attorney-General
Hon. Pierre Garneau, Commissioner of Agriculture and Public Works ; Hon
A. R. Angers, Solicitor-General

30th,—Hon, W. B, Vail sw
of Militia and Defence, vice Ross, appointed Collector of Customsat Halifax

December 2nd.—New Ministry formed in Manitoba, as follows: Hon
R. A. Davis, Provincial Treasurer (Premier) ; Hon, Joseph Royal, Provincial

n of the Privy Council and appointed Minister

Secretary and Minister of Public Works: Hon. Colin Inkster, President of
the Executive Council, President of the Legislative Council and Minister of
Agriculture ; Hon, John Norquay, without portfolio.

February 4th.—Opening of Second Session, Third Parliament of the
Dominion. His Excellency delivered the following Speech from the Throne :

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate

entlemen of the House of Commons :

I have much satisfaction in meeting you at this early and convenient season.

I have to congratulate you upon the organization of the North West Police Force,
and the success of its operations. It has materially aided in the creation of confidence
and good-will among the Indian tribes; in the suppression of the liquor traffic; the
establishment of legitimate trade ; the collection of Customs duties ; and, above all, in
maintaining security for life and property; within the Territory. Another effect of the
presence of the Police in the North-West has been to enable the Government to largely
reduce the strength of the Military establishment in that country.

The negotiation of a friendly Treaty with the Crees and Sauteux of the North-West
for the cession of territory may be regarded as a further guarantee for the continuation
of amicable relations with the Indian tribes of that vast region.

During the past summer I had the pleasure and advantage of visiting a very large
portion of the Province of Ontario, including the whole coast of Georgian Bay and Lake
Superior. This official tour enabled me to

torm a better idea of the great extent of the
comparatively well-settled eountry and of that which is still almost wholly undeveloped.
I was everywhere received with the kindest welcome, and was much gratified in witnes-
sing the enterprise, contentment, and loyalty manitested in every quarter.

Your attention will be invited to a measure tor the creation of a Supreme Court. The
necessity for such a measure has yearly become more and more apparent, since the
organization of the Dominion ; it is essential to our sy
settlement of constitutional questions.

em of jurisprudenee and to the

You will also be invited to consider a Bill relating to the important subjeet of
Insolvency.

Measures will be submitted to you providing for the re-organization of the Govern-
ment of the North-West and the consolidation of the laws relating to that country; for
a general Insurance Law ; and on the subject of Copyright.

Gratifying progress has been made in ths survey of the Canada Pacific Railway route,
Measures have | s%en taken to secure the early construction of the Georgian Bay branch,
and to provide a connection with the eastern railway system. The report of the surveys
of the rond from Lake Superior to Fort Garry, which will be ready in a few days, will

-
o
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afford information upon which tenders may be invited for the construction of the eastern
and western portions of that section, so as to reach the navigable waters of the interior.

Gentlemen of the House of Commonas :

The aceounts of the past year will be laid before you. The estimates for the present
financial year will also be submitted ; they will, I believe, be found to have been framed
with every regard to economy, consistent with efficiency in the public service.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I am happy to believe that notwithstanding the general and wide-spread commer.
cial depression which has prevailed over the continent, the trade of Canada issound, and
that the contraction we have experienced in some branches of industry for the past year
has not been greater than might naturally have been anticipated.

Papers will be submitted to you on the North-West troubles, and in reference to the
negotiations between the Dominion Government and the Government of British Columbia
on the subject of the Pacific Railway.

Steps have been taken during the recess for a combination of effort on the part of the
several Provinces and the Dominion, to promote immigration from Europe under the
general direction of the Dominion officials. It is hoped that the effect will be increased
efficieney and economy in this branch of the public service.

I rely with confidence on your prudence and ability, and on your patriotie devetion to
the great public interests entrusted to you ; and I pray that the Divine blessing may rest
upon your labors.

Sth.—Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne moved in the

Senate by Hon. D. Wark, seconded by Hon. P. Baillargeon ; in the Commons
by Mr. L. H. Frechette, seconded by Mr. Colin Macdougall.

11th.—Hon. Mr, Mackenzie moved # series of resolutions on which to
base an address to His Excellency, praying that a full amnesty be granted to
all who were concerned in the North-West Troubles, 1869- 70, except Riel,
Lépine and (’Donoghue, and a like amnesty to these after five years’ banish-
ment. The question was debated for two days, and the resolutions adopted
on the twelfth by a vote of 126 for, to 50 against.

16th.—Hon, Mr. Cartwright, Finance Minister, made his Budget Speech,
showing total revenues to have been $24,600,000 ; expenditure $23,316,000.

April 8th.—Patliament prorogued. His Excellency gave assent to
ninety-eight Bills, and reserved two for Her Majesty's pleasure. Amongst
the most important Acts passed were An Act making new provisions for the
Postal Service ; An Act constituting a Supreme Court for the Dominion ; An
Insolvency Act; An Act relating to the North-West Territories; An Act
relating to Public Lands in Manitoba, &c.

May 18th.—Hon. D. A. Macdonald, Postmaster-General, appointed
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario,

19th.—Hon, T. Fournier appointed Postmaster General, and Hon. Edward
Blake again enters the Cabinet, taking the portfolio of Minister of Justice

October Sth.—Hon. Wm. Buell Richards appointed Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Canada ; and Hon, Messrs. W. J. Ritchie ; 8. H. Strong; J.
T. Taschereau; T. Fournier and W. A. Henry, Puisine Judges of same
Court. Mr. Robert A, Harrison, Q.C, appointed Chief Justice of Ontario vice
Richards.

9th.—Hon. L. 8. Huntington, President of the Privy Council, appointed
Postmaster General viee Fournier.

December 7th.—Hon. J. E. Cauchon sworn of the Privy Council and
appointed President of that body vice Huntington
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February 1st.—New Ministry formed in British Columbia as follows :
Hon. Andrew C. Elliott, Attorney-General and Provincial Secretary (Premier);
Hon, Forbes G. Vernon, Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works; Hon. T.
B. Humphreys, Minister of Finance and Agriculture ; Hon. Ebenczer Brown,
President of the Council,

10th.—Third Session of Third Parliament opened by His Excellency Lord
Dufferin, who delivered the following Speech from the Throne:

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons !

I have much pleasure in again calling you together to attend to the business of the
<country

Sinee you last assembled it has been my happiness to visit the Mother Country, and
to have had the opportunity while there of calling public attention to the remarkable
progress of the Dominion, and of giving expression to the feelings of attachment to the
person of Her Majesty and the interests of the Empire which animate the Canadian
people.

T'he great depression which has prevailed throughout neighboring countries for
several years, and which has more recently been folt in the old world, eausing a general
stagnation of business, has extended to Canada and has seriously affected our trade. At

the same time, we have reason to be grateful for an abundant harvest ; and while I deeply
regret the suffering which ex

sts among certain classes and in particular localities, I
believe nevertheless that the great bulk of our people continue to enjoy a condition of
reasonable prosperity.

I am happy to be able to congratulate you on the fact that the great railway under-
taking, connecting the former Province of Canada with the Maritime Provinces, provided
for by the Act of 1867, is approaching completion. Early in the coming swmmer, the
small portion of the Intercolonial line not already in operation will be opened, when the
connection with otiier systems of railway will be formed, so as to enable passengers and
traffic to pass over continuous lines of railway from Halifax or St. John to the extreme
Western rai! ways of Ontario.

The opening of the Prince Edward Island Railway during the past year marks an
epoch in the history of that Island, and cannot but exert a beneflcial influence on the
people, and add to their material prosperity.

Every effort has been made to obtain an early settlement of the claims of Canada for

compensation for the use of her Fisheries by the United States, as provided by the
Treaty of Washington.

the ins

Her Majesty's Government in the early part of last summer, at
ance of my advisers, appointed the British Commissioner, but I regret to have to

state that the United States Government have not yet appointed a Commissioner, and
that consequently no progress has been made.

I have given effect to the Supreme and Exchequer Court Act of last Session by
issuing the proclamations, and by appointing the Judges and offiec

s of the Court.
A Bill to simplify and amend the law relating to Common Carriers will be submitted
for your consideration.

A Bill will be brought before you containing provisions for affording greater security
to policy holders in Life Assurance Companies.

The want of reliable and systematised information relating to the several classes of
crime and the importance of collecting and classifying criminal statistios have engaged

my attention. A Bill will be introduced to provide for what is most essential in this
direction.

You will be asked to make provision for the commencement of the work of consoli
dating the statute law.

The Acts relating to the enfranchisement of Indians and the management of Indian
affuirs have been fully eonsidered, and steps have been taken to ascertain the views of
the Indians themselves, A measure on®this subject will be sn'mitted for your approval.

A measure will be introduced to provide for the better acwinistration of the estates
of insolvent Banks.
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Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;

The accounts for the past and the estimates for the next financial year will be laid

before you. The estimates have been framed with every sible econ

consistent
with the public interests. I regret that the depression in trade to which I have alluded,
has gerion

fected the revenue. It will be necessary in view of this circumstance to

curtail the expenses in the several branches of the public service.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate

Gentlemen of the House of Commons

Corresponden

2, Reports, and other Papers regarding the construction of the Pacific
Railway will be laid befere you

During the recess, a deputation from the Government of Manitoba visited Ottawa to
nvite the attention of the Government of

the Dominion to tk
Province. They represented that the income of the Provin

e circumstances of that
y was insufficient to pro
vide for its ordinary governmental expenses. The papers on this subject will be laid
before you, and certain propositions will be submitted for your consideration. The
Legislature ¢f Manitoba hus in the meantime adopted some measures to reduce the
expenditures of the Province.

I invite your earnest attention to the several subjects mentioned, and to the general
business which will come before you, and I trust that your deliberations may be gaided
by wisdom and moderation.

11th.—Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne moved in the
Commons by Mr. G. E. Casey, seconded by Mr. H, 'T. Taschereau,

14th.—Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne moved in Senate
by Hon. A. H. Paquet, M.D,, seconded by Hon, E, Leonard.

25th.—Hon. R. J. Cartwright, Finance Minister, delivered his Budget
Speech showing receipts, $24,648, 23,713,071. Receipts for
past seven months, '75-'6, nearly $2,000,000 less than same period "74-'5.

April 12th.—Parliament prorogued. His Excellency gave assent to
thirty-nine public and thirty-six private Bills. Amongst the most important
were : An Act granting an additional subsidy of $26,746 per annum for 64
years to Manitoba ; An Act for having witnesses before Parliamentary Com-
mittees examined upon oath whenever either House shall so order; An Act
with regard to corrupt practices at elections; An Act providing for the col-
Jection of Criminal Statistics; An Act consolidating the Statutes relating to
Indians ; An Act amending the Dominion Lands Act; An Act creating the
District of Keewatin out of a portion of the territory lying between Ontario
and Manitoba; An Act amending the Acts relating to the Supreme and Ex-
chequer Courts; An Act amending the Insolvent Act; An Act providing for
the winding up of Insolvent Banks; An Act for the Incorporation of Boards
of "I'rade ; and an Act amending the Acts relating to violence, threats and
molestation.

Ju'y 20th.—Hon. A, N. Richards, Q.C.
of British Columbia,

R9th.—Chief Justice Richards appointed Deputy-Governor, to act during
the absence of the Governor-General in British Columbia,

September Gth.—New ministry formed in Prince Edward Island as
follows: Hon. L. H. Davies, Attorney-General (Premier); Hon. W. D.
Stewart, Commissioner of Public Works ; Hon, George W. DeBlois, Provincial
Secretary and I'reasurer, s

715 ; expenditure, $

, appointed Lieutenant-Governor

October 7th.—Hon. David Laird, Minister of the lnterior, appointed
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territories, Hugh Richardson
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Matthew Ryan, Esqs., and Lieut.-Col. J. F, McLeod, C.M.G, appointed
Members of his Council

24th.—Hon. David Mills sworn of the Privy Council and appointed
Minister of the Interior

November 8th.—Chief-Justice Dorion appointed Administrator of the
Government of Quebec

9th.~Hon, T. R. Laflamme sworn of the Privy Council and appointed
Minister of Inland Revenue, vice Geoffrion, resigned

December 13th.—Hon. R. E. Caron,
Province of Quebec, died at Quebe

15th.—Hon. Luc Letellier de St. Just, Minister of Agriculture, appointed

Lieutenant-Governor of the

Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec

LS77.
January 26th.—Hon. C. A, P. Pelletier sworn of the Privy Council
and appointed Minister of Agriculture

February 8th.—Fourth Session of Third Parliament opened by His

Excellency the Earl of Dufferin, who delivered the following Speech from the
Throne :

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate
Gentlemen of the House of Commons
I am glad to be again enabled te summon you to meet for the despatch of business,
at the time which has been considered best suited to the convenience of members.

During the recess I visited the Provinee of British Columbia, and had much satisfac-
tion in becoming acquainted with the people of (hat interesting part of the Dominion,
and with the climate and resources of their Province.

The surveys of the Pacific Railway have been prosecuted with the utmost vigor and
at a larger cost during the past than in any previous year, but it has not been found
possible, as yet, to complete the loeation of the line, and I have consequently been
obliged to postpone the inviting of tenders for its construction on the terms indicated by
the Act of 1874

A further correspondence on the subjects at issue between my Government and
British Columbia will be laid before you.

During the recent suspension of the Extradition arrangements with the United
States I took care that the importance to Canada of a speedy resumption of these
arrangements should be represented to Her Majesty’s Government, whose attention has
been further invited to the expediency of largely extending the provisions of the existing
I'reaty.

I am glad to be able to state that while the operation of the Treaty has been resumed,
negotiations are in progress for a convention, more liberal, and better suited to the
circumstances of the two countries.

The attention of my Government having been directed to some anomalies in the
Royal Commission, and Royal Instruetions to the Governor-General, particularly with
regard to the exercise of the Prerogative of Parden, steps have been taken towards the
amendment of these instruments,

Papers on this subject, as well as on that of the Extradition question, will be laid
before you.

The great public works connected with the St. Lawrence navigation, and the canals
required to complete the system, have been prosecuted with success during the past year.

Nearly all the works on the Welland and Lachine Canals have been placed under
contract on terms favorable to tl » country.

The active prosecution of these works during the last three years has necessarily
increased the public debt, and, though expectations are entertained that the outlay may
ultimately be repaid to the country, it may be considered advisable not to press all the
works, contemplated in the earlier years of Confederation to completion at present.

[ am happy to state that the Intercolonial Railway was opened for traffio, throughout
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its entire length, early in the summer, with as favorable results as could have been
expected.

One of the immediate advantages of the completion ot the Railway was the delivery
and reception of the British Mails at Halifax after the closing of the St. Lawrence ; and
I am happy to say that up to the present time mails and passengers have been success-
fully carried over the line without any interruption.

T'he exhibition of Canadian products, manufactures and works of art at the United
States National Exposition at Philadelphia, was eminently successful, and proclaimed
to the world that Canada has already taken a high place as a farming, manufacturing
and mining country.

It is gratifying to be able to state that the expenditure was kept well within the
estimate

It is but just that I should acknowledge that the success achieved by the enterprise
of our people was largely aided by the energy and wisdom of the Commissioners whq
had charge of the arrangements.

I have considered it advisable in the interest of the country to make arrangements
for exhibiting Canadian products at the Exhibition to be held at Sydney, New South
Wales, for which you will be asked to make provision.

Notwithstanding the loss of revenue, consequent chiefly on the diminution of our
importations, the reductions effected during the current year have gone far to restore
the equilibrium between income and expenditure, though great economy will be still
needful to attain this object

I regret that I am still unable to announce any progress in obtaining a settlement of
the Fishery claims under the Washington Treaty, though my Government has made
every effort to secure that result.

My commissioners have made further treaty arrangements with certain of the Indian
tribes of the North-West territories, by which their title is extinguished to a very large
portion of the Territories west of Treaty No. 4; and although some of the provisions of
this treaty are of a somewhat onerous and exceptional character, I have thought it
nevertheless advisable on the whole to ratify it. This treaty will be placed before you.
I have made an engagement to negotiate a treaty with the remaining tribes east of the
Roeky Mountaing,

The expenditure incurred by the Indian Treaties is undoubtedly large, but the
Canadian policy is nevertheless the cheapest, ultimately, if we compare the results with
those of other countries ; and it is above all a humane, just, and Christian policy.

Notwithstanding the deplorable war waged between the Indian tribes in the United
States territories, and the Government of that country, during the last year, no difficulty
has arisen with the Canadian tribes living in the immediate vicinity of the scene of
hostilities.

You will be asked to consider the expediency of making such changes in the Joint
Stock Companies Act as may obviate for the future the passage of special Acts of Parlia-
ment for the incorporation of various classes of Companies, including such corporations
as seek to engage in the borrowing and lending of money, by providing for their organiza-
tion by Letters Patent.

The desirability of affording additional security to policy-holders of Life Assurance
Companies has engaged the attention of my Government, and I trust that the measure
which will be submitted will accomplish the desired object.

A measure will be submitted to you for the purpose of extending to the navigation of
the great inland waters, rights and remedies at present confined to waters within the
jurisdiction of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty.

You will be asked to amend and consolidate the laws relating to Customs.

I have considered it advisable to provide for the permanent prosecution of the
Geologieal Burvey, which has heretofore been carried on under tempotary enactments,
and to make this a distinet leanch of the Civil Service ; your attention will be invited to
a Bill for that purpose.

Mensures will be submitted also for the amendme: ¢ of the Weights and Measures
Act, the Exeise Laws, and other Acts, and also a Bill re.ating to Shipping.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :
The accounts of the past year will be laid before you.
The Estimates of the next financial year will also be submitted, and will, I trust, be
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found to be framed with a view to meet the existing circumstances of the country, whilr
it the same time, providing for carrying on the administration of the affairs wi.h
efficiency. L

Honorable (Gentlemen of the Senate

Gentlemen of the House of Commona :

I place full reliance on your prudence and ability, and your devotion to the work of

legislation, which, I trust, may be carried on and completed in such a way as to minister
to the prosperity of the country, and the unity of the people

9th.—Address in reply to Bpeech from the Throne moved in Senate by
Hon, A. Hope, seconded by Hon. R- P, Haythorne ; and in Commons by Mr
Donald Guthrie, seconded by Mr. F. Bechard

12th.,—Mr. John Macdonald, of Toronto, introduced a motion that the
House should be opened with prayer, as is dome in the Senate. On the
suggestion of Sir John A. Macdonald a Committee was appointed, which
Committee reported, on the nineteenth in favor of a form of prayer which it
was argued should be read by the Speaker in the language most familiar to
him

20th.—Hon. Mr. Cartwright made his Budget Speech Revenue,
24,488,000 ; Deficit, $1,901,000. Estimate for
next year, $23,167,000, an increase of $136,000. He proposed some changes

7,000 Expenditure,

in the tariffl which would add about $500,000 to the revenue

March 2nd.—On Tariff resolutions Sir John A. Macdonald moved an
amendment to the effect that the taxation was increased without any com-
pensation to Canadian interests, and that the tariff should be adjusted so as
to benefit the agricultural, mining and manufacturing interests of the Do-
minion. Mr. Wood proposed in amendment that the tariff should be made
20 p.c. The debate was continued until the 15th, when Mr. Wood's amend-
ment was defeated by 109 to 78. Dr, Orton then offered an amendment to the
effect that the Customs Tariff should be so re-arranged as to relieve Canadian
farmers from the one-sided and unjust United States tariff. The debate was
continued on 22nd, when Dr. Orton's amendment was defeated by 113 to 74
Sir John A. Macdonald’s amendment by 119 to 70, and the original motion
carried by 120 to 69,

26th.—A discussion took place on a motion by Dr. Schultz for papers
relating to the destruction of the Buffalo. He stated that, from the best
authorities, if the present rate of destruction was continued, the buffalo would
be extinct in eight or ten years; and as the Indians depended almost entirely
on it for food they would become first paupers wnd then marauders if the
supply of buffalo was exhausted.

April 7th.—Mr. Mackenzie Bowell moved a resolution to the effect that
the contract held by the Speaker of the House (Hon. Mr. Anglin) with the
Government, for the Government printing in New Brunswick was an infringe-
ment of the Independence of Parliament Act. The debate was continued on
the 8th when Mr. Bowell's motion was negatived by 111 to 72 ; and the House
afterwards adopted a motion made by Mr. Casey to refer the question of Mr,
Anglin's printing contract to the Committee on Privileges and Elections,
This Committee did not report until the House was about to be prorogued, so
that no action could be taken on the report, and during recess Hon. Mr
Anglin resigned and was re-elected.
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12th.—Mr. Costigan moved that W, B, O’Donoghue should be placed in
the same position as Riel and Lepine. Lost by 105 to 60,

14th,—The cases of Messrs. J. W. Currier and James Norris charged with
breaches of the Independence of Parliament Act were referred to the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections. A number of members had been having
business transactions with the Government without knowing that they thereby
rendered themselves liable to a penalty of of $2,000 a day, under the Inde-
pendence of Parliament Act, for so doing; and during the session an Act of
Indemnity was passed relieving them from pecuniary penalties for sitting

“illegally, The Bill, however, not to affect cases which may arise in future,

28th,—Parliament prorogued, His Excellency gave assent to fifty-one
Public and thirty-five Local and Private Bills. Amongst the most important
Acts passed were : An Act extending the Criminal Statutes to Prince Edward
Island; An Act relating to the North.West Territories; An Act amending
the Customs Act and another amending the Inland Revenue Act. An Act
altering the Tariff ; An Act relating to Weights and Measures ; An Extradition
Act; An Act against betting or pool selling ; also with regard to gambling in
public conveyances, and to gambling houses. An Act amending the Insol-
vent Act; An Act relating to Insurance Companies

June Sth.—Hon. Edward Blake resigns the portfolio of Minister of
Justice, and accepts that of President of the Privy Council, Hon. T. R.
Laflamme, Minister of Inland Revenue, succeeds him, and Hon, J, E. Cauchon
becomes Minister of Inland Revenue.

15th,—The Commission appointed under articles 22 and 23 of the
Treaty of Washington met at Halifax. The Commissioners were M. Maurice
Delfosse, Belgian Minister at Washinzton (named by the Austrian Minister
in London), who was elected President of the Commission; Hon. Ensign H.
Kellogg (named by the United States); Hon. Sir Alexander T, Galt, K.C.M.G.
(named by Her Majesty). HFon., Dwight Foster was agent for the United
States, and Francis C. Ford, Esq., agent for Great Britain, The British Coun-
sel were Messrs. Joseph Doutre, Q.C.,, of Montreal; 8. R. Thomson, Q.C., of
St. John, N.B.; Hon. W. V. Whiteway, Q.C., of St. Johns, Nfd.; Hon. Louis
H. Davies, of Charlottetown, P.E.L, ; and R. L. Weatherbe, Q.C., of Halifax, N .8,

October 8th.—Hon. Wilfrid Laurier sworn of the Privy Council and
appointed Minister of Inland Revenue vice Cauchon, resigned.

Chief Justices Richards and Dorion knighted by Her Majesty.

November 23rd.—The Fisheries Commission closed its sittings at
Halifax, and awards the sum of five millions five hundred thousand dollars,
in gold, to be paid by the United States Government to the British Govern-
ment, the American Commissioner dissenting.

December 2nd,—Hon. J. E. Cauchon appointed Lieutenaut-Governor
of Manitoba.
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July 8th.—Parliament dissolved by Proclamation,
15th.—Writs issued for a General Election,

1874,

January 2?nd.—Parliament dissolved by Proclamation.

Writs issued same day for a General Election,

February 19th.—Mr. James D. Edgar, of Toronto, appointed to pro-
ceed to British Columbia as the Agent of the Dommion Government, ¢ to
consult with the Local Government with reference to the late agitation con-
cerning an extension of time for the construction of the Pacific Railway
beyond that promised in the terms of Union.”
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POLITICAL HISTORY.

CHAPTER 1.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT Acr.—Ngw Kigcrions Asp tHEIR Resvnrs.—
Cuanees 1IN THE GOVERNMENT.~BANQUuET TO Sk Jouy A. MAcpoNALD BY
ToroNTo WORKINGMEN, — MEETING OF ONTARIS LiBERAL-CONSERVATIVE
As80C1ATION—RESOLUTIONS PASSED ENDORSING ONDUCT OF CONSERVATIVE
OpPOSITION AND FAVORING A NATIONAL PoLicy —Mgr. BLAKE RETIRES FROM
tae  ApmiNiSTRATION — TuE Forrvse Bay Dwwrcvury.— Meerivg oy
Oxtamio Revorm AssociaTioN—Poricy or THE GoverNmentT ENDORsSED—
CONFEDERATION DECLARED A Svccoess.—Mgemisé or Paruiamesr—Mz
ANGLIN RE-ELECTED SPRAKER.—IMPORTANT DISCUSSION AS TO HIS ELIGIBILITY
—SpeEcH FrRoM THE THRONE.

Politically, 1878 was one of the most important years in the

history of British North America; certainly the most productive

of remarkable events since the Confederation of the Provinces, as
a glance at the events themselves, in the order of their occurrence,
will show.

The interpretation placed upon the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act by the Select Standing Committee on Privileges and
Elections, to whi:h during the session of 1877 was referred the
case of Mr.T. V'. Anglin, Member for Gloucester, and Speaker
of the House of ( ommons, who was proved to have been personally
interested in a printing contract with the Government, involved
the resignation of a good many other members of the House, who
had in different ways infringed the provisions of the Act, and had
thereby forfeited their right to exercise the trust reposed in them
by their constituents, except at the risk of laying themselves open
to the pains and penalties imposed by the statute in that behalf.
Mr. W. B. Vail, member for the county of Dighy, Nova Scotia,
Minister of Militia and Defence in Mr. Mackenzie's Administration,
and Mr. A. G. Jones, member for the city and county of Halifax,
being stockholders in a company which had performed printing
and advertising services for the Government, and thus becoming
disqualified to sit and vote in Parliament, one of the first note-
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worthy political occurrences of the year was the resignation of
their seats by these two gentlemen, both of whom appealed to their
constitnents for re-election. Mr. Vail was opposed in Digby, in
the interest of the Conservative party, by Mr. J. C. Wade, Q.C.,
who had heen previously in public life in Nova Scotia, and was
for some time Speaker of the Provincial Legislative Assembly
The contest, of course, assumed increased importance, from the
fact that one of the candidates was a Minister of the Crown, and
it is needless to add that the triumph of the Opposition candidate,
by a majority of 372, in a constituency which gave Mr. Vail a
majority of 276, in October, 1874, on the occasion of his becoming
a member of the Federal Cabinet, was regarded as significant of a
very decided change in the public feeling of the Province of Nova
Scotia—an opinion which the events of the 17th September fully
justified.

The return of Mr. George Haddow, an Independent Liberal, for
the county of Restigouche, in the place of Mr, George Moffatt, a
Conservative, who had also been compelled to resign his seat on
account of an infraction of the Independence of Parliament Act,
was regarded as equally significant in its way, and proved just as
reliable an indication of the continued popularity of the Govern-
ment in the Province of New Brunswick as was the result in Digby
of a contrary tendency in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Peter Mitchell, member for Northumberland, New Bruns-
wick, another victim to the stringent provisions of the Indepen-
dence of Parliament Act, likewise appealed to his constituents for
a renewal of their confidence, but met with no opposition.

Having been excluded from Parliament by the verdict of his
constituents, Mr. Vail also retired from the Ministry, and was
succeeded by Mr. A. G. Jones, who was sworn in Minister of
Mi'itia and Defence on the morning of his re-nomination for the
repr¢ ‘entation of Halifax, and a week afterwards was returned by
a majos ‘ty.of 208 over Mr. M. H. Richey, Q.C., the Conservative
candidate,

On the 8th January, the workingmen of Toronto entertained
Sir John A. Macdonald, leader of the Opposition, at a banquet,
and on the 15th the Liberal-Conservative Association of Ontario

met in the same city. At this latter demonstration, a series of

four resolutions was agreed to, which set forth with considerable
precision the platform upon which the Opposition subsequently
challenged the confidence of the country. These resolutions con-
stituted in effect a formal endorsement by the party of the various
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amendments offered by their leaders in Parliament to the policy
of the then existing Administration, especially with respect to
the Tariff and the }H‘()h‘<‘lil|ll of native industries;
were ratified at the general election by such a decisive majority,
and may therefore be fairly regarded as a concise and correct
expression of the will of the people, they are here quoted.

the usual preamble, the delegates composing the Convention,

resolved :—

“(1.) They are satisfied

will benefit and foster the agricultural, mining and manufacturing interests of

the Dominion; (2.)

meet a temporary exigency or to supply a temporary deficit, nor unless it is
made aud carried out as a national policy

of a reciprocity of tariffs so far as her varied interests may demand; (4.)
That it is the duty of the people of Canada to force upon the attention of the
Government and Parliament of the Dominion the necessity of carrying out
their views, and to withhold or withdraw their confidence from any Government
which may fail, from want of will or want of ability, to enforce them by

legislative enactment.”

The morning papers

however, disappointed these hopes, and, it appears to be generally
understood, confirmed the hon. gentleman’s medical advisers in
the opinion they had formerly expressed—namely, that his state of
health demanded that he should remove himself as much as possible
from every cause of excitement.
must leave the Government, if not indeed give up all idea of
remaining in public life,

HISTORY—1878.

e welfare o. Canada reqn res the adoption of
a national financial policy, which, by a judicious readjustment of the tariff,

That no such readjustment will be satisfactory to the
interests affected or to the country, if adopted as a provisional means only to

That until a reciprocity of
trade is established with our neighbors, Canada should move in the direction

nounced on the first day of February
that Mr. Edward Blake had resigned his seat in the Cabinet and
retired from Mr. Mackenzie's Government. During the previous
summer, and in consequence of physical indisposition, Mr. Blake
had been compelled to give up the portfolio of Justice, and take
refuge in the Presidency of the Council. Here it was hoped and
expected he would find that relaxation from work and anxiety
necessary to restore

This meant, of course, that he

That he did not make up his mind to
the latter step, is evidenced l».\' his >|1|-.~‘w|ln~m acceptance of the
candidature for South Bruce at the general election; but he took
very little part in the proceedings of the ensuing session, and was
not unfrequently absent from the House altogether

unusual thing with him. There were not wanting those who

assigned to other and totally different causes than ill-health some
shave, at least, in bringing about Mr, Blake’s withdrawal from the
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Government, and serious differences of opinion on various questions
were hinted at. Mr. Mackenzi., however, in his capacity as First
Minister, stated in the House of Commons, in the course of the
explanations customarily made respecting changes in the Cabinet,
that Mr, Blake left the Government in perfect accord with his
colleagues on all questions of public policy—a statement which
must be regarded as final. The honorable and learned gentleman’s

illness was a source of concern to bothsides of the House, and his

forced abstention from the important and oft-times exciting dis-
cussions of the session regretted by political friends and opponents
alike.

It was during the early Jays of the month of February that the
difficulty occurred between the authorities of Fortune Bay, New-
foundland, and the American citizens pursuing the fisheries on
the Newfoundland coast, which has since attained so much
notoriety, and has not only been the subject of correspondence
between the United States Government and the Government of
Great Britain, but at one time threatened to afford our Republican
neighbors the pretext which some of their leading public men
were undoubtedly only too willing to seize upon as an excuse for

delaying—indeed refusing altogether—to pay over the amount
awarded to Canada by the Fisheries Commission. The disturbance
vas caused by the determination of the American fishermen to
prosecute their avocation in its various forms on Sunday, in
defiance of astatutory enactment of the colony, prohibiting Sunday
labor as an act of desecration, and despite the warnings of those
charged with the administration of justice at Fortune Bay. The
injury sustained by the law-breakers does not appear to have been
very serious, consisting mainly in the destruction of some of their
seines; but the matter was under the circumstances made to
assume the dimensions of a somewhat serious international out-
rage, and is still the subject ul‘1|il»lnln:llit' l'Ul‘I‘i'*lHi!li]l'lll'l‘. With
the payment of the Fisheries Award by the Government of the
United States, however, the ~|1||.i('(‘l of these alleged outrages
ceased to have any direct bearing upon the political affairs of
Canada, and is now a wholly lm]u-ri:ll question, except in so far
as the colony of Newfoundland is concerned.

In view of the International importance to which this case has
attained, it may be expedient to set forth, at some length, the
evidence upon which the foregoing summary of the facts is
based. That evidence is contained in an official return of the
“Correspondence respecting occurrences at Fortune Bay, New-
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foundland, in January, 1878, published by the British Govern-
ment in the second supplement to the London Gazette of the 15th
November last. The correspondence opens with a letter dated
February 11, 1878, from Sir John Glover, Governor of Newfound-
land, to the Earl of Carnarvon,—then Her Majesty’s principal
Secretary of Staie for the Colonies,—in which, after expressing
regret at the destruction of an American seine by the fishermen
of the Colony, His Excellency states that it would appear, from
the testimony of the master of a vessel, who was present at the
time, that the “ Americans were guilty of three illegal acts,
viz —

“1st. As regards the time in which a seine may be used. (See
Acts 1876, cap. 6, in amendment of Consolidated Statutes, 1872,
cap. 102.)

“2nd. In barring. (Same Act.)

“3rd. In putting out nets or seines between 12 o'clock on
Saturday night and 12 o'clock on Sunday night. (Acts 1876,
cap. 6, sec. 4.) "

The evidence of Alfred Noel, master mariner, as to the facts,
and the opinion of the Attorney-General (Mr. F. B. T. Carter), as
to the law, were enclosed with the despatch.

Next in order comes a communication from Mr. Evarts, United
States Secretary of State, dated 2nd March, and addressed to Sir
Edward Thornton, British Minister at Washington, in the course
of which the statement is made that “ Complaints have been
received, through the Collector of Customs at Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, supported by the sworn statements of the masters of
eight fishing schooners of that port, and from the statements
thus forwarded it appears that in January of the present year
those vessels had reached*the neighbourhood of Long Harbour,
and were actively engaged in the herring fishery, and that most
of the seines were full of fish and ready for landing, when, in one
instance, two seines belonging to the schooners ¢ Ontario” and
“ New England " respectively were cut by an enraged crowd of
over 200 men, and the whole catch, estimated at not less than
5,000 barrels of herring, suffered to run out to sea. Other
instances are given, only less in quantity and value, the proceed-
ings resulting in the vessels—eight in number—being obliged to
abandon the fishing grounds on that coast and return to their
home put in ballast. When it is remarked at what considerable
expense the preparations are made for a season’s fishing in these

waters, many of the men-mariners, as well as the masters, em-
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barking their all in the enterprise, the serious character of their
losses may be partially understood. The President has deemed
it proper, in view of the possible complications to which a con-
tinuance of these lawless proceedings might give rise, to bring
tha subject directly to the attention of Her Majesty’s Government,
with a view to an early investigation of the facts and the
adoption of such measures on its part as may be deemed advisable
to prevent a recurrence of the acts complained of; and the
Minister of the United States at London has been accordingly
instructed to take the necessary steps in that direction.”

[n transmitting this despatch to the foreign Secretary (then the
Earl of Derby), Sir Edward Thornton expressed the opinion that
it was not improbable the American fishermen had committed
some infraction of the Fishery Laws of Newfoundland, ¢ of
which,” he remarked, ‘“ they are not always strict observers ”;
but if that were the case, it was to be regretted that the
authorities should not have prevented such proceedings rather
than that the local fishermen should have taken the law into
their own hands.

In a Despatch dated the 19th March, Mr. Welsh, United States
Minister at London, called Lord Derby’s attention to the case
in langnage almost precisely similar to that employed by Mr.
Evarts in his communication to Sir Edward Thornton, that Her
Majesty’s Government would cause an investigation of the facts
to be made, and expressed the hope that such measures would be
adopted as might be found necessary, “ not only to put an end to
the evil, but also to prevent a recurrence of acts which, in
addition to the injuries and losses to individuals, may have a ten-
dency to complicate the good relations which so happily subsist
between the Government of the United States and that of Her
Britannic Majesty.”

This despatch was duly acknowledged, and Mr. Welsh assured
that the investigation suggested would be had; in accordance
with which promise Captain Geo. L. Sullivan, of M. M. 8.
“Sirius,” and Senior Officer on the coast of Newfoundland, was
appointed to take evidence and make a report upon the whole
question. On the 21st June, Captain Sullivan communicated to
Admiral Inglefield the steps he had taken, forwarded the evidence
which had been submitted to him, and expressed, in eight
scparate clauses, his opinion on the subject. The first three of
these clauses merely affirmed formally that the three charges
laid against the American fishermen by Sir John Glover in his
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despatch of the 11th February were fully borne out by the
testimony of trustworthy witnesses, The remaining five clauses
are as follows

« That contrary to the terms of the Treaty of Washington, in which it is
expressly provided that they do not interfere with the rights of private
property, or with British fishermen, in the peaceable use of any part of the
said coasts in their occupancy for the same purpose. (Sce Article XVIII of
the above-named Treaty). They were fishing illegally, interfering with the
rights of British fishermen, and their peaceable use of that part of the coast
then occupied by them, and of which they were actually in possession, their
seines and boats, their huts, gardens, and land granted them by Government
being situated thereon. It is distinctly shown in the evidence that the cause
of the difference commenced with the Americans by their persisting in shoot-
ing their geines on the Sunday, as the Englishmen who worked for them
would not do it on that day, not only on account of its being illegal, but of
their religious regard for the Sabbath, which is always strictly kept by them ;
and although it must be observed that the result of this illegal fishing would
have been that the Americans would have secured the whole of the Herring
in the bay on that day to the exclusion of the rights and fair chances of all

the others during the week, yet there is no evidence to prove that this, or
anything clse but the fact of its being Sunday, and the law and custom among
themselves regarding it, prompted them to demand that the seines should be
withdrawn. It is shown by the evidence of all those witnesses present at
the time that the Americans were remonstrated with, and told to take their
seines up prior to any serious steps being taken, and it is also distinctly
proved that no violence was resorted to until after the exasperating conduct
of Captain Jacobs, the American master of a schooner, concerned in this
illegal fishing, who threatened them with a revolver if they prevented him
or interfered with his seine, It does not appear that the native fishermen
were aware of the illegality of hauling a seine in the month of January ; it is
therefore to be presumed that the Americans were also ignorant of that law,
although their ignorance cannot exoncrate them from the breach, nor does it
exorerate John Hickey, an Englishman, who is charged with the same offence,
and whom it is my intention to summons before me to answer to that charge
The statement of the Americans, that they were compelled to leave the
harbour and leave off fishing, is entirely without foundation, which is proved
by the evidence of those examined before me, among whom was Mr. Snell-
grove, Collector of Customs, who was there the week after the occurrence, and
commupicated with them, and by the evidence of others to the effect that
they remained for about a fortnight or more, until the herrings slacked ; and
with respect to their loss of the haul of herring by the seine being emptied, the
fish were not their lawful property, having been illegally caught. In support of
this view of the conduct of the Americans, I am not only borne out by the

evidence of the Fortune Bay fishermen, who made their statements in a remark-
ably frank and straightforward manner, but by the self-convicting evidence of
those very Americans themselves, whose depositions, given on oath, show them
to have been illegally fishing, and who were liable thereby to the forfeiture of
their seines, nets, &c., by hapter 102, sec. 12 of the Consolidated Statutes.”

4




" 1

FoRy

50 POLITICAL

On the 281 Angust the Marquis of Salisbury, who had in the
moantime succecded the Earl of Derby as Foreign Secrotary,
wroto to Minister Wolsh, onclosing u copy of Captain Sullivan's
voport, and remarking that ** the rveport in quostion appears to
demonstrate conelusively that the United States fishermen on
this occasion had committed threo distinet bronches of the law,
and that no violonco was used by thoe Newtoundland tishermeon,
oxcept in the easo of one vossel; whoso mastor refused to uvm]»l_\
with tho request which was made to him, that he should desist
trom fishing on Sunday, in violation of the law of the Colony and
of the loeal custom, and who threatened the Nowfoundland fisher
men with a rovolver, as detailed in paragraphs b and 6 of Captain
Sullivan’s report

Lovd Salisbury's despateh, and Captain Sullivan’s report, were
in duo time communicated by Minister Welsh to his Government,
and My, Evarts veplied, through Mr. Wolsh, on the Z8th Septems-
ber Ho complainod that Captain Sullivan’s report was not
accompaniod by the sworn depositions on which it was presum
:IN_\ hased, and he suggosted that the omission should be remedied
as oarly as possible.  In the moantime he assumed that Lord
Salisbury accopted Captain Svllivan's report as an expression of
the views of' the British Government, at loast with regard to the
authority of Provineial legislation and administrative jurisdiction
over United States fishermen within the three-mile limit, and
the restrictive limitations upon their rights in those fishing
grounds under the Treaty of Washington. Upon any aspect of
the case, as bearing upon the occurrences at Fortune Bay, he
declared these views wholly inadmissable, and proceeded to relate
at considerable length the grounds of the exceptions he took to

them on behalf' of' the Government of the United States. He

suggosted that there was a very serious distinction between the
official and judicial exocution of the laws of the Colony after
solomn trial, and the “ rage and predominant force of a volunteer
multitude " driving the American fishermen from the exercise of
an industry they were pursuing under a claim of right secured to
them by treaty. Assuming, however, until the conflicting proofs
were in his possession, that the manner of exerting the supposed

Provineial authority was official, judicial, and unexceptionable,

he submitted that the Fishory rights conceded to the United

States under the Treaty of Washington were to be exercised

wholly free from the restraints and regulations of the Statutes of

Newfoundland:  Admitting that the preservation of the Fisheries,
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hl
md the prevention of conflicts hetween the fishermen required
regulation hy some competent authority, he contended that such
withority could only be found in a Joint Convention, approved by
the Governments of Great Britain and the United States; and he
requested a frank avowal, or disavowal, from Her Majosty’s
Government of the paramount authority of the laws of New
foundland to regulate the enjoyment of the inshore Fisheries by
citizens of the United States, which seemed to be intimated, if
not asserted, in Lord Salisbury’s note

I'rom the l'|-|v|) of Lord Hllli\'i\ll'_)‘ dated the Tth November, it

would appear that if’ he did not communicate to Mr. Welsh the
ovidence on which Captain Sullivan's report was based, neither
did Mr. Welsh furnish the Foreign Office with copies of the
depositions upon which the views and original complaints of the
United States Government rested.  Lord Salishbury disclaimed
any intention to lay inferentially down, in his note covering the
report of Captain Sullivan, any principles of International Law.
While conceding that the British Sovereignty of the waters, in
respect of which the dificulty arose, was limited in its scope by
the provisions of the Treaty of Washington, which could not b
maodified, or affectod, by Municipal Legislation, he contended that
it was not for the American fishermen to detormine how much
of the law of Newfoundland, if any, was inconsistent with the
Treaty, for the points were frequently subtle, and required con-
siderable legal knowledge to interpret them. The law enacted
by the Legislature of Newfoundland ought to be obeyed, but if it
were ascertained and recognised as inconsistent with Britain's
Treaty obligations, the correction of the mistake was a matter of
international obligation. In that view, if the United States
Government regarded the Acts of the Newfoundland Legislature
regulating the Fisheries as intrenching upon the rights acquired
by the United States under the Treaty of Washington, any
representations made on the subject would be considered by Her
Majesty’s Government in a friendly spirit, and with the hope of
arriving at a satisfactory understanding.

With the acknowledgment by Mr. Welsh of the receipt of this
despatch, the published correspondence closes ; and it may fairly
be presumed, since there is nothing publicly known to the con-
trary, that the discussion is yet in progress,

On the 6th February, the Reform Association of Ontario met
in general Convention in Toronto, and, before adjourning, passed
a series of resolutions expressing confidence in the Governments
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of Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Mowat respectively, and assuring
them of the hearty support of the Roform party at the general
elections. Referring more particularly to the Federal Govern-
ment, the Convention summarized as follows the claims which
it was assumed Mr. Mackenzie and his Cabinet had established to
the continued confidence of the country, by their acts of adminis-
tration and legislation, since attaining to office :—

« The prudence combined with boldness and vigour with which they have
songht to advance the material interests of the Dominion ; the economy and
care that have marked their management of the finances of the country ; the
justice and liberality which have characterized their administration in relation
to all sections of the community ; the wise and practical legislation that has
been effected under their auspices ; the high honour and integrity that have
distinguished their conduct; and their successful and complete vindication
of their actions and policy

In a similar way, the record of the Provincial Government for
the six years which had elapsed since the defeat of Mr. Sandfield
Macdonald's Administration, was set forth, the Convention assert-
ing that :—

“ We have secn in this period Parliamentary authority over the public
expenditure re-established and vindicated ; the liberties of the subj:ct broad-
ened by the extension of the franchise; a more direct control give to the
people through their responsible representatives over educational affairs;
important judicial and legal reforms ; social legislation of a most useful and
beneficent nature ; the re-adjustment of municipal indebtedness on a just and
encouragement of public enterprises; the settlement of large
an industrious population; and an administration of

liberal basis
tracts of territory by
affairs both firm and vigorous, tending to advance in every respect the peace

and contentment of the people.

The expensiveness of our system of government has recently

been the subject of a good deal of discussion in the Press. On
this account, and without anticipating to what result the contro-
versy may lead, if indeed it should ever lead to :lll)‘lllill:: further
than a reduction of the cost of running the existing machinery,
the following resolution of the Convention is at least important
enough to entitle it to become matter of record :—

“ That at this, the first general gathering of the Reformers of Ontario since
Coafederation, we would heartily congratulate the country that the Union of
the Provinces, for which the Reform Party so long contended, has been
crowned with such signal success; and that after ten years’ experience of
this Union we are, if possible, more strongly convinced than ever that our
Constitution, which draws the line between local and federal jurisdiction, is
well calculated to preserve intact Provincial rights, and at the same time to
confer upon our Dominion that national importance and dignity to which it

is entitled by its great resources and material prosperity.
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The last session of the Third Parliament of Canada was opened,
on the Tth February, by the Hon. Sir William Buell Richards*,

Deputy of the Governor-General. Mr. Anglin, the Speaker of

the House of Commons, having vacated his seat immediately
after the prorogation of the preceding session, under circum-
stances already set forth, the members of the Lower House made
their appearance in the Senate, in answer to the usual summons,
without a spokesman. They were therefore informed, in terms
of the time-honoured formula, that His Honour did “ not see fit
to declare the cause for calling this Parliament of the Dominion
of Canada until a Speaker of the Iouse of Commons shall be
chosen according to law, but to-morrow at three o'clock the cause
for calling this Parliament will be declared.”

When the members had returned to the IHouse of Commons,
the Clerk, Mr. Patrick, proceeded to read the list of members
elected to fill the various vacancies which had occurred during
the recess

While the list was being read, Sir John A. Macdonald rose and
said

“Mr. Patrick, I conceive that you cannot as Clerk of the House perform

the duties of Speaker in making these announcements to the House, and 1

object to your doing so. Your only duty is, if any mcmber speaks, to point
to him and mention his name.”

Mr. Patrick, however, still proceeded.  After the returns had
been read, Mr. Mackenzie moved, seconded by Sir Albert J.

Smith, that Mr. T. W. Anglin be re-clected Speaker. In making

this motion he said he felt cortain he was expressing the opinion
of the entire Iouse when he stated that Mr. Anglin had given
the greatest possible satisfaction during the period he had already

occupied the chair, and the general interests of the House would
be consulted by his re-election to that position.

Sir John A. Macdonald regretted that under the circumstances
this motion was made by the head of the Government, and
thought it would have been better, the Speaker being chosen to
act judicially between parties in the House, had the English
practice been followed, of leaving the matter to be dealt with by
the House. e doubted, however, whether the members sitting
there had the power to elect Mr. Anglin. Indeed, he asserted,
the Prime Minister was straining the rules of Parliament
and setting aside all precedent in making the proposition. Those

*First Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada.
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present were but an assembly of members, who hoped that by-
and-bye they would be constituted a House. In support of this
contention, he referred to'a case which arose in England during
the existence of the “ Long Parliament.” On that occasion, the
Speaker being ill through an accident and unable to attend, it
was held that the members who did attend were but a mere
assembly, and it was entered on the records that on that par-
ticular day divers members of the House had met or assembled,
and no Speaker being there they departed. They counld not even
move an adjournment. They met the next day, and one member
being desirous to attend a law-suit which was represented to be
of the greatest consequence to his estate, it was held—for at that
time no member could leave without special permission—that
though by their connivance they might let him go, yet without
their mouth (their Speaker), they could not even give him leave
to go. Mr. Anglin's resignation of his seat of course created a
vacancy in the Speakership, but Mr. Anglin, although he appeared
ain in the House, appeared as a new member. On the 23rd

a
February, 1668, the House of Commons of England resolved that
the ancient order be preserved, that “ upon new members coming
into the House they be introduced to the table between two
members, making their obeisance as they go up, that they may
As the case with which mem-

be better known to the House.
bers were now called upon to deal was unmistakably unprovided
for by the Rules of the Parliament of Canada, the practice of
the English Parliament must be followed (see Rule 120), There-
fore Mr. .\ll‘_{]ill. before he could take his seat, must be 10!]'!“21“)'
introduced to the Speaker; and, not being in a position to take
his seat, he was not yet a member, and therefore of course
ineligible for clection to the Speaker's Chair. The only means
by which a formal introduction could be dispensed with would
be by a unanimous resolution suspending the Rule; but as they
were yet without a mouth-piece, and were merely an assembly—
not yet a House—they had no power to suspend the Rule. He
felt so strongly on this point that he would ask for a division on
the resolution, in order that he might not stand before the
country as in any way yielding to an unconstitutional or unpar-
liamentary proposition.

Mr. Mackenzie, in reply, pointed out that Sir John Macdonald
himself, if his contention were sustained, would be without a
stending in the House, having never been formally introduced to
the Speaker since his re-election for Kingston. It was therefore
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quite clear, if the member for Gloucester was not yet ina position
to take his seat, neither was the member for Kingston in a
position to express any opinion as to the propriety of his doing
80, for then would neither of them have any right to appear in
the House or take part in its proceedings, He did not, however,
admit the velidity of Sir John Macdonald’s objection. The only
question for the House to consider, he contended, was whether
the member for Gloucester had obtained the sanctionof the people
by being elected, and whether he had properly taken the oaths
and was there present. The rule in the British Parliament was
that members must all be sworn before the Speaker. There, as
soon as the House is elected and Parliament meets, “ Mr, Speaker,
first alone, standing upon the upper step of the chair, takes the
oath of allegiance and supremacy, and takes and subscribes the
oath of abjuration, and delivers to the Clerk of the IHouse an
account of his qualification, and makes and subscribes a declara-
tion that ho is duly qualified, Then several members take the
oaths of allegiance and supremacy and deliver to the Clerk of
the House an account of their qualification, and make and sub-
scribe a declaration that they are duly qualified.” In this
country, the practice was entirely different, the rule being that
members are required to be sworn, not before the Speaker, but
before the Clerk, on producing the necessary credentials, That
being a departure from the English usage, which was the very
essence of Sir John Macdonald’s argument, the argument itself
fell through ; and a member once elected, once sworn, and the
documents regarding whose election had been verified and
deposited with the proper officer, could at once take his place
in the House, from which there was no power in the Clerk—or
in the Speaker if there were one—to exclude him. The intro-
duction of a member was therefore a mere matter of form, which
might be adhered to or dispensed with at a member's own
pleasure. The whole facts in this case had been communicated
to Sir Erskine May, an extract from whose opinion he cited as
follows :—

“It appears to me that as there are official records of the resignation of his
seat by the Speaker, of his re-election, and of his having duly taken the oaths,
the Clerk in the absence of the Speaker may properly communicate those
records to the House. It is not improbable that objections may be raised to
any departure from the accustomed course of proceedings, but I cannot but

think it would be justified by the exceptional circumstances of the present
ase.”

A division being called for, Mr. Musson objected, on the ground
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that according to English practice no vote could be taken on the
appointment of Spoaker unloss more than one member was
proposod.  No ruling was given on the point, however, and the

Mr.

motion of Mr, Mackonzio was carried by 116 votes to

Anglin was then declared elocted and condueted to the chair

On the next day, His Excollency the Earl of Duflerin, Governor
Goneral, proceoded in State to the Chamber of the Senate, and
the mombers of the House of Commons being in attendance, Mr,
Anglin informed His Excolle ney that he had been elected
Spoeaker.  His Excollency then delivered the following spoech
from the throne

Hon. Gentlemen of the Senate

wen of the House of Commons :

In again snmmoning you for the despatch of business 1 am glad to be able
to say that nothing beyond the ordinary business of the country requires your
attendance

It afforded me great pleasure to have had an opportunity, before my de-
parture from this Government, of visiting the Province of Manitoba and a
portion of the outside territories, which visit I accomplished during last
antumn, I have now had the advantage of visiting every Province in the
Dominion during my term of service in Canada

I am happy to be able to say that the arbitration on the Fishery Claims
inder the terms ol the Washington Treaty, has been concluded,  An award
has been made by the Commissioners of $5,500,000 as compensation . ‘anada
for the use of her fisheries.  This amount is much less than that claimed by
my Government ; but having assented to the creation of the tribunal for the
determination of their value, we are bound loyally to asseat to the decision
given

I'he exhibition of Canadian manufactures and prodncts at Sydney, New
South Wales, was successfully carried out. 1 trust that the result will be the
opening up of a new market for Canadian goods, even in so remote a region
as the Australian Colonies, The expenditure will slightly exceed the estimate,
but [ doubt not the cost to Canada will be amply repaid by the extension of
Canadian trade

Preparations have been uninterruptedly carvied on during the last six
mouths for securing an ample but select exhibition of Canada’s products and
manufactures at the great Exhibition to be held at Paris during the current
year. A further estimate will be required to meet the expenditure. His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales has assigned a most prominent place to
Canada in one of the main towers, whero a Canadian trophy is now being
erected

A very disastrous fire occurred in June last, in the city of St. John, which
caused the destruction of a large portion of the city, including all the public
buildings. My Government deemed it necessary to contribute $20,000 to
relieve the immediate wants of the people who were rendered destitute by so
appalling a calamity, I also sanctioned the appropriation of some public
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money with which to commence the erection of new buildings for the public
business, which ncts you will be asked to confirm in the usnal way

During last summer my Commissioners made another treaty with the
Blackfeet and Piegan Indians, by which the Indian title is extinguished over
a territory of 51,000 square miles west of Treaty No. 4 and south of Treaty
No. 6. The treaty has been made on terms nearly the same as those under
Treaty No, 6, though somewhat less onerous. The entire territory west of
Lake Superior to the Rocky Mountaing, and from the boundary nearly to the
5th degree of north latitude, embracing about 450,000 square miles, has now
been acquired by peaceful negotiation with the native tribes, who place im-
plicit faith in the honour and justice of the DBritish Crown

Farly in the past summer a large body of Indians, under SBitting Bull, from
the United States, crossed into British territory to e¢scape fram the United

States troops, and have since remained on the Canadian side, The United
States Government made a propcr but unsuccessful attempt to induce these

Indians to return to their reservations. It is to be hoped that such arrange-

ments may yet be made as may lead to their trusting their own (

vernment,
and returning to their own country, and thus relieve Canada of a source of

uncasiness and a heavy expenditure

T'he surveys of the Pacific Railway have been pressed to completion during

the past scason. A complete instrumental survey of the route by the North

Fhompson and Lower Fraser has been made with a view to asc ertaining

definitely whether that route presents more favourable

features than the
routes already surveyed to Dean Inlet and Bute Inlet

It is believed that the
additional information now obtained will enable my Government to determine
which route is the most advantageous from Tete Jaune Cache to the sea,
Full information will be laid before you at an carly day of the season’s work,

[ am happy to be able to congratulate you on the abundant harvest reaped

in all quarters of the Dominion, and I rejoice that, under this and other
intluences, the

has been some improvement in the revenue returns, thus
indicating, T trust, that the commercial depression that has so long afflicted
Canada in common with other countries is passing away,

My attention has been called to some imperfections in the existing system
of anditing the Public Accounts; and a measure providing for a more
thorough and effective supervision will be submitted for your consideration.

The prospect of obtaining at an early day greater facilitics for reaching the
North. West Territories and the Province of Manitoba is sure to attract a larger
number of settlers every year, and as much of the prosperity of the Dominion
depends on the rapid settlement of the fertile lands in those territories, it is '
desirable and necessary to facilitate such settlement as much as posgible. In
order to effect this, measures will be submitted for your consideration con-
cerning the registration of titles, the snactment of a homestead law, and the
promotion of railway enterprise in districts not touched by the Canada
Pacific Railway

Your attention will be invited to a measure for better securing the inde-
pendence of Parliament,

Experience has shown that certain changes may advantageously be made
in the departmental arrangements existing at present without increasing the
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expenditure or the number of the departments. A Bill will be submitted to
you for accomplishing this purpose

It is very desirable that there should be uniform legisletion in all the
Provinces respecting the traffic in spirituous liquors. Hitherto that trade has
been regulated by Provincial laws, or laws existing before the Confederation of
the Provinces, although there has been lately a contlict of authority as to the
jurisdiction of the local authorities, the Supreme Court having a few days
azo given a decision affirming the incompetence of the Provincial Legisla-
tures to deal with it. A Bill making the necessary provision will be submitted
for your consideration
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On the 11th February, in the Commons, Mr. De St. Georges
moved, and Mr. Charlton seconded, the address, which gave rise
to a long debate, during which the general policy of the Govern-
ment was sharply criticised and as stoutly defended. The motion
was agrecd to, however, without any amendment being proposed,
in pursuance of the course which Sir John Macdonald stated at
the opening of the first session of the Parliament he intended to
follow. In the Senate the address was moved by Mr. Thibaudeau,
and seconded by Mr, Lewin. There was a long debate, but, as
in the Commons, the address was finally passed without any
amendment being offered.

On the 14th, His Excellency the Governor-General and the
Countess of Dufferin visited Montreal, in response to an invitation
from the citizens, who tendered them a magnificent reception.
The occasion was taken by the Senatus of McGill University to
confer upon His Excellency the degree LL.D. An address of
welcome was also presented to him in Greek, to which he re-
sponded in an eloquent speech in the same language—an effort
which commanded considerable attention in the world of letters.
The citizens entertained their distinguished guests at a public
banquet, at which Sir Francis H'ncks presided. In replying to
the toast of his health, Lord Duffe-in made an exceedingly felici-

tous and humorous speech, in the course of which he said :—

“ If there is one thing more than another which causes me satisfaction in
all that you have done and are doing for me, it is the reflection that the
springs from whence your generous benevolence, your princely hospitalities
ascend, are perennial, inexhaustible, and independent for their overflow upon
the accidental qualities of him to whom they are immediately addressed, and
that it is in something deeper, more lasting, more significant, than va your
mere good-will to an individual official who is here to-day and away to mor



60

POLITICAL HISTORY—1878

row, that they have their sacred birth and origin.  After all, we, the Viceroys
of Canada, are but flecting shadows that haunt your history, but scarcely con-
tribute a line to its pages. Should we leave behind us a single kindly
memory, should our names hereafter mark a date or identify a period, it is the
most we can aspire to, Half a column of a biographical dictionary would
suffice to exhibit the sum of our united achievements, so imperceptibly do we
come and go, play our small part, and fade from off the scene But unsub-
stantial, phantasmal, and impersonal as we may be individually, we neverthe-
less represent and symbolize in our uninterrupted succession some of the

most solid realities of which the modern world can boast. We are the living

proofs and exponents of the love of a mighty nation for the children she has
sent forth to enlarge her dominion and enhance her renown—the affection of
a great colony for the Mother Country that has endowed her with absolute
freedom and legislative independence—the reverence of a free people for con-
stitutional liberty as secured by Monarchical Government—the recognition by
the owners of half a continent to their

the

ight to share a still mightier imperium

love and loyalty of two chivalrous races towards the purest woman and
the most duty-loving Sovarcign that ever wore a crown or wielded a sceptre—
the unswerving confidence of a modest, simple, God-fearing community in
their ability to vindicate their independence, to elaborate their own destiny,
and to guard and embellish to the utmost the glorious inheritance with which
they have been endowed by P'rovidence. In one respect we are indeed but
insignificant factors in the system of your national existence In another we
are more than the equals of the greatest autocrats that ever terrorized man-
kind. If then, ladies and gentlemen, 1 now acknowledge, with all the
emphasis of which language is capable, the satisfaction I have experienced
by the exhibition of your affection and good-will towards the Governor-
General of Canada, it is not the individual who thanks you, but the interpreter
and representative of those indestructible principles of constitutional govern-
ment, of Tmperial unity, and natural affection which are the foundation of
your private happiness and public prosperity

>

On the 23rd February, Mr. R. J. Cartwright, Finance Minister,
delivered his Budget Speech in the House of Commons. Having
referred at considerable length to the causes which, in his esti-
mation, had brought about the financial depression, he stated that
the total value of the trade of Canada had fallen not less than fifty
millions under its influence, notwithstanding a considerable growth
of population and an increased ar

a of territory under cultivation,
representing, in ordinary circumstances, somo thirty or forty
millions more. At the same time the revenue from Customs had
decreased l')' over three millions of dollars, while the total value
of imports had been reduced by one-third, The population had
increased by one-ninth, the result being a per capita reduction of
imports of from $35.25 to $25.50 per head. Had the imports
continuad at their former ratio the present revenue of the Domin-
ion would have been some twenty-seven millions, whereas it now
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very slightly exceeded twenty-two millions. The strain had
been severe. It had visited not only ourselves, but our best cus

tomers, and in fact the whole world. But it was satisfactory

to mark the turning of the tide as exhibited in the improved
revenue returns of the past seven months as compared with the
corresponding period of 1876-7. 1In the seven months ending
the 10th of February, 1878, the revenue amounted to $13,434,235,
and in the previous year to $12,494,279—an increase of nearly a
million in seven months. Of this some 200,000 might be due to
the importations arising out of the fire at St. John. Turning to
the expenditure of 1877, in Civil Government there had been a
total expenditure of $812,000, or 871,000 less than in 1873-4
The charge for superannuations amounted in 1877 to $104,000,
Under the head of Immigration had to be included the loan
(repayable) to the Mennonites and Icelanders, amounting to
$79,000, and $21,000 caused by the outbreak of the small-pox at
Gimli. The expenditure in operating the Government Railways
had exceeded the estimates by nearly 890,000, but this had been
met by a corresponding increase in the receipts from those
undertakings. Mr. Cartwright defended his application for the
last loan at the time selected, and held that, if he waited six
months, the fate of the transaction would have been very uncer
tain. At that period such unexceptionable securities as those
offered by the Corporation of Birmingham, the Metropohtan
Board of Works, and the Government of Natal, had been practa
cally rejected when attempts to raise loans were made, and a
Portuguese 2 per cent. loan for six and a half millions was taken
up very slowly at 50, or equal to an interest charge on the actual
amount raised of 6 per cent. At the same time the Canada 4's
loan stood at 90§ per cent. for retail transactions. On the first
of July, after the Government came into office, the engagements
of their predecessors anticipated an additional outlay annually on
railways of $750,000; on Indian treaties of $400,000; on North-
west organization of $400,000, The contemplated additions to
the debt were as follows:—On Canals, $43,800,000; on Interco-
lonial Railway, $10,000,000; on public debt maturing, $33,000,000;
on Nova Scotia and New Brunswick railways, $2,000,000; on
Prince Edward Island, $2,500,000; on minor Public Works,
$4,500,000; on St. Lawrence improvements, 82,500,000; on ad-
vances to sundry objects, $1,000,000 ; making a total of lizbilities
of 131,300,000, or nearly cqual to the total net indebtedness of
Canada at the same date, twenty-three millions more than the
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amount of debt in 1873, and requiring to meet it an annual loan
of twenty millions per annum for seven years. The lowest
estimate of the former Finance Minister put the additional
charges for new debt at $3,337,400 per annum. The liabilities
the Government had felt it necessary to meet were the expendi-
ture on the Welland and Lachine Canals, an additional five and a
half millions; debt maturing, thirteen and a half millions; Pa-
cific Railway, so far as was immediately necessary, six millions,
and other charges amounting to five million dollars. Tt would
be still necessary to borrow, but after 1881 it was satisfactory to
know that redemption of debt maturing would be optional, and

not, as heretofore, compulsory. Having regard to the increase

f population, the receipts from the gross taxation of the ln-n].]n
would be $5.79 per cent. in 1876-T7, as against $5.86 per cent. in
1£72-3, or taking the sum actually paid in taxes, the charge per
capita was only $4.79, against $4.90 in 1873. Although 2} per
cent. had been added to the Customs duty on a large portion of
the imports in 1874, the diminution in the tea duties, as compared
with former years, and the reduction of the duty on coal oil, had
practically counterbalanced the increase in the tariff above re-
ferred to. Mr. Cartwright then at some length discussed the
question of the relative taxation of Canada as compared with the
"l'.lﬁml States, including the mllni«'i]m] taxes, He ]n)inlwl out
that, out of from four to five hundred million dollars paid by the
people of the United States as the result of their fiscal system,
not more than one-third reached the public coffers. He believed
the taxation of Canada represented aper capita charge of about one-
third that of the United States, or barely one-half as paid in hard
cash. It would not be more than half the per capita rate of Great
Britain, On the whole, then, he held that our taxation in Canada
was endurable, if not even light. The Public Accounts for the
past two years showed an aggrogate deficit of $3,361,000, but as
of this $1,650,000 was represented by money applied to the pur-
poses of a sinking fund, the actual addition to the public debt from
this cause was not over $1,700,000. With a steadily increasing
revenue; with a large virgin territory being brought into a pro-
ductive condition, at the rate of half a million to a million of
acres per annum; with facilities for transmitting our agricultural
products from the farthest portion of Ontario east of Lake Supe-
rior to London or Iaverpool at a cost not exceeding one-quarter
or one-half of a penny per pound ; with an aimost unlimited mar-
ket thus opencd up to our agricultural population, of which they
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were evidently not slow in availing themselves, he spoke with
some confidence of the future. In his opinion, there was no rea-
son for imitating the policy of the United States. He believed
that so far the vxln'miillll'«' under the actual control of the Gov
ernment had been pretty nearly reached.  Out of the total annual
expenditure, the sum of 114 millions represented fixed charges
constituting a first mortgage on the revenue. Then some H}
millions were really cross-entries, and the balance only was sus-
ceptible of any economical influences. In 1876 the controllable
expenditure amounted to 88,569,774, and in 1877 to $6,835,078,
or a reduction in favor of the latter year of $1,734,696. In 1873-
74 it was $8,324,076, showing a reduction in favor of 1877 of 81.-
188,998,  In 1872-73 it was 87,062,095, or more than for 1877 by

227,017,  For 1878-79 the Finance Minister estimated that un-
ler ordinarily favorable conditions, assuming the Customs would
yield 13 millions and the Excise 5} millions, the revenue would
be equal to $23,800,000, or a little over the estimated expenditure.
He preferred not to impose new taxes, because, first, there were
signs of improvement; secondly, because the receipts of 1877
were below the ordinary average; thirdly, because the deposits
to the sinking fund account had rendered the deficit less for-
midable; fourthly, because some objects entailing expenditure
were approaching completion ; and, lastly, because the country
would soon have an opportunity of deciding for itself between
the ]mliriv.\‘ of the ]m]ili('ul parties,

Dr. Tupper, in criticising the Budget Speech, drew attention
to the fact that two deficits had occurred in succession, and con-
tended, in view of the condition of trade in the country, that there
was no justification for the belief expressed by the Finance
Minister, that the next fiscal year would bo better than the last,
All our industries were in distress, and were likely to continue
£0, yet the Finance Minister had not the first particle of relief to
offer. Practically, the circumstances considered, the policy of
the late Government was protective, but that policy ceased when
the present Administration came into power. Depression came
in with them, and had remained ever since, He denied that the
additional 23 per cent. added to the Tariff by the Government
was any protection to manufacturers, owing to the change in the
labor market of the United States, and that many articles enter-
ing into manufactures were taken from the free list and taxed.
The Government had destroyed sugar refining and driven the
tea trade to New York and Boston. The Finance Minister had
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squarely laid down the issue on which the approaching election
was to be fought. Ie accepted the challenge, and was glad to
know that the struggle was not to be long deferred. The Govern-
ment said they could not do anything to relieve the present dis-
tress by legislation. The legislation of last year with reference
coal oil forced upon the Government by the Opposition had saved
the people two millions of dollars. Was there not evidence in
this that some good might result from an Act of Parliament ?
The policy of the Liberal-Conservative party was declared in
resolutions to be found on the journals of the House, and in those
adopted by the Opposition Convention which lately assembled in
Toronto. It was not a policy of high taxation, but one which
would so impose needed taxation as to foster the industries and
increase the population of the country. Referring to the Public
Accounts, he contended that the Government, in their first year,
spent $396,735 more than the sum put down to their predecessors
for 1873-4 ; next year, $1,132,0566 ; the ﬁi”n\\‘illg year, $202,985,
or in all, $1,731,796 more than the average of expenditure by the
old Government, represented by the exceptional year 1873-4.
But, as a comparative statement, the Public Accounts were mis-
leading, for a million of dollars were improperly charged to the
year 1873-4.  Over half a million spent on the Intercolonial Rail
road in that year, properly chargeable to Capital, was charged to
Revenue. Then there was a sum of $400,000 charged to the
Dawson route. This was just enough in itself, but as for forming
a basis for comparison with other years it was entirely unjust. In
the same category must be placed the $69,000 of Customs refund
to the Great Western Railway. Ile might take other large items
of expenditure in that year, but he would leave them to balance
what might be called exceptional items in subsequent years. The
fair expenditure of 1873-4 was $22,204,493. In three years the
Government had spent 81,700,000 more than this annual aver:

He commented upon the large increases made in the charges for

collection of Customs and Excise at a time when the revenue had
greatly fallen off. It had actually cost the country $18,000 for
temporary services in the Montreal Custom House, to prevent
Mr. Thomas White coming into Parliament for Montreal West.
He also ponted out the increases which had taken place in other
departments, In the matter of ruperannuations, the law, he
contended, had been grossly abused, men having been relieved
from the public service in the vigour of life, He discussed the
trade question at considerable length, reaching the conclusion
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that the Government could not legislate more directly in behalf
of the United States if they owed allegiance to the Government
of that country. He dwelt upon the vast resources of the country,
and held that it only needed a wise and liberal policy on the part
of the Administration to make it what nature intended it should be.

Mr. Cartwright replied at some length to the criticisms of Dr.
Tupper, after which the debate was adjourned.

The discussion which ensued was long and interesting, having
been continued on every day devoted to Government business
until Friday, the 7th March, when a new turn was given to the
debs s by Sir John A. Macdonald moving in amendment to
Mr. Cartwright’s motion :—

 That the Speaker do not now leave the Chair, but that this House is of
the opinion that the welfare of Canada requires the adoption of a National
Policy which, by a judicious readjustment of the Tariff, will benefit and fos-
ter tl;-- agricultural, the mining, the manufacturing and other interests of the
Dominion ; that such a policy will retain in Canada thousands of our fellow-
countrymen now obliged to expatriate themselves in search of the employ-
ment denied them at home, will restore prosperity to our struggling indus.
tries, now so sadly depressed, will prevent Canada from being made a sacrifice
market, will encourage and develope an active interprovincial trade, and
moving (as it ought to do) in the direction of a reciprocity of tariffs with our
neighbors, so far as the varied interests of Canada may demand, will greatly
tend to procure for this country, eventually, a reciprocity of trade.”

On the 12th of March the division upon this amendment, which
had been looked forward to with considerable anxiety in political
circles, and by the country generally, took place, resulting in the

Government being supported by 114 votes to 77.

The feeling of the House on the subject of the Tariff, so far as
regarded particular industries, separately considered, was tested
on various other motions during the session. On the 2nd April,
on the motion to go into Committee of Supply, Mr. Brown (Has-

tings) moved an amendment favoring the imposition of an im-
port duty on wheat and flour, which, after a full discussion, was,
on the 8th of April, negatived by 148 to 28.

On the following
day, an amendment recommending the imposition of an import
duty on corn and oats, moved by Mr. Béchard (Iberville), was de-
feated by 144 to 54. On the 23rd of the same month, Mr. Bolduc
(Beauce) moved that the cultivation of tobacco be encouraged by
repealing the duties on the home-grown article, which was nega-
tived by 90 votes to 32. And on the 25th, Mr. Mackay (Cape
Breton) proposed the imposition of 75 cents per ton upon im-
ported coal, which was also defeated—135 votes against to 27 for.

b
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The propriety of putting an end to the custom of continuing
the sittings of Parliament so far into the night has engaged a
good deal of the consideration of private members of Parliament.
Mr. Blain (West York) had raised the question in the House of
Commons during the Sessions of 1876 and 1877; and this year
he again called attention to the subject, by moving in effect that
10 p. m, be fixed as the hour of adjournment, unless the business
before the House were disposed of sooner, or unless it were
resolved by a majority of the members present to extend the
sitting beyond that time. Mr. Blain succeeded, both in 1876 and
1877, in getting the two sides of the House to come to a tacit un-
derstanding that adjournment would take place at 11 o’clock, under
ordinary circumstances, but towards the close of the Session, when
business began to be very pressing, the old system had, in each
instance, been again resorted to. On this occasion the Premier
and Dr. Tupper were agreed that it would be quite proper to
renew the former understanding; but it was generally felt that
to adopt an inflexible rule, such as Mr. Blain proposed, would be
extremely inconvenient ; that it would tend to obstruct the public
business; that it would give an arbitrary control over the dis.
cussions of the House to the Government of the day; and that
for many other reasons it would be undesirable to tie the hands
of the House by a formal resolution on the subject. In deference
to this feeling, therefore, Mr. Blain’s motion was withdrawn.

From various important causes, public attention had been from
time, for several years, directed to the fact that the boundary
between the Canadian Province of British Columbia and the
United States Territory of Alaska had never been formally
defined. Gold-bearing quartz of a highly productive kind, and
in large quantities, had been discovered in the Cassiar District of
the Valley of the Stickeen River; a great number of miners
immediately poured into that country; the commerce of the
Stickeen had thus received a great impulse, the Territory had
attained a highly increased value, and a disposition began to be
manifested by the citizens and Government officers of the United
States residing on the Alaska frontier to establish an international
line of division which was not only prejudicial to the interests of
Canada, but altogether at variance with that which had formerly,

in the absence of any authoritative boundary, been agreed upon
by tacit consent of the settlers of both nationalities. There was
constant cause to apprehend, partly on account of the adventur.
ous character of the populaticn which the gold-mania had brought
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together in the locality in question, and not less largely on
account of the aggressive tendencies displayed by the Ameri-

cans already alluded to, that unless the boundary line were
established without delay, difficulties more or less serious would
arise between the two countries. These apprehensions were in
some measure fulfilled during the antumn of 1876, A miner
named Peter Martin, or “ Bricktop,” had been convicted at Cassiar
of assault and jail-breaking, had been sentenced to a term of
imprisonment, and was forwarded in chargoe of a constable to Vie-
toria to undergo the prescribed penalty. "In order to reach this
destination, the prisoner had to be taken down the Stickeen River
through American territory. He assaulted the constable and
made his escape on the way, but was recaptured, brought to
Victoria, tried, found guilty, and sentenced to21 months’ imprison-
ment. He pleaded that he was an American citizen, that he was
on American soil when he made his escape and committed the
assault, that the constable had no authority to bring him through
American territory as a prisoner, and that, therefore, his deten-
tion was a violation of the treaty relations of England and the
United States. The Washington Government took up Martin's
case warmly, and succeeded in obtaining his release, on the ground,
as set forth in a despatch on the subject to Lord Dufferin from
the Earl of Carnarvon, that “the unauthorized conveyance of a
prisoner through the territories of a foreign power is an infrac-
tion of the rights of Sovereignty of such power, and entitled that
power to demand the liberation of the prisoner, even after he has
left those territories in which he was detained, and from which
he has been taken without the authority and in violation of
the law of the country.” The question of the locality of
the boundary incidentally came to be discussed in connection
with this case, on account of Martin's allegation that the
spot where he broke away from and assaulted the constable was
American soil, which was disputed by Chief Justice Sir Matthew
Begbie and Mr, Justice Crease. The question was also raised by
a notification served by the American Customs Officer at Sitka
upon a British subject named Choquette, doing business at a point
near the frontier, which had for many years been recognized as
British territory, that he must either remove further up the river
or pay duties to the United States Custom House.

Year after year Sir Edward Thornton, acting upon the request
officially conveyed to him of the Canadian Government, had
pressed upon the Government of the United States the appoint-
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ment of a joint commission to settle the boundary line; but
although the importance of the subject was admitted, and the
President, in two of his annual messages, called the attention of
Congress to it, that body never granted any appropriation to
meet the necessary expenditure, and matters remained in the
same unsatisfactory and uncertain position. Failing to induce
the United States to co-operate in anything more comprehen-
sive, the Government of Canada next attempted to obtain a
joint definition of the boundary at points of common interest,
such as the crossing ‘of the Stickeen River; but in this they
were also unsuccessful, and for the same reason. In conse-
quence, however, of the pretensions the American revenue
officers had set up in the case of Choquette, and of the point
raised by Martin in respect of the sovereignty of the soil at the
spot where he escaped from the constable, the Government of
Canada, in March, 1877, sent Mr. Joseph Hunter, C. E., to ascer-
tain the houndary, where it crosses the Stickeen River, as de-
scribed in the Anglo-Russian convention of 1825; and also to
report upon the situation of the locality where Martin's offence
was committed. In the following June, Mr. Hunter reported the
result of his survey, stating in effect that he came to the conclu-
sion, after the fullest examination within the means at his dispo-
sal, that the boundary line crosses the Stickeen River at a place
in latitude 56° 38’ 17” N., and longitude 131° 58’ 14” W., distant
N.W. 2474 miles by the river from Rothesay Point, where the
survey commenced, and from the coast line 19:13 miles, in a di-
rection at right angles thereto. The point where Martin’s offence
was committed he found to be 8% miles within the Territory of
Alaska, and Choquette's trading post seven miles within the Pro-
vince of British Columbia. A proposition by the Canadian Gov-
ernment to adopt Mr. Hunter's line for the present was accepted
by the United States Government, on the understanding that no
right on either side should be thereby prejudiced. Thus a diffi-
culty of long standing and of a serious and embarrassing charac-
ter has been satisfactorily settled for the time, although it must

be subject for not very favorable remark that the Government of

the United States, while benefitting from the result, permitted

Canada to be at the sole expense of the investigations which
brought that result about.

These facts are ascertained from a return brought down in re-
sponse to a motion, during the session of 1878, by Mr. DeCosmos
(Victoria, B.C.)
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In moving a resolution in the Commons, asking in effect that
the Act of Confederation be amended so as to place the arrange-
ment of the number of members of which each House of the Le-
gislature is composed under the control of the Parliament of
Canada, Mv. Blain raised a question which some are inclined to
think may not be without importance in the future. From the
lchate which arose it was evident that the majority of the
House were of opinion that there was nothing in the circum-
stances of the country to justify present interference with the
Constitutional Act in that respect. Nevertheless, the facts
elicited by the discussion are worth reciting. The Act of Con-
federation provides (section 51) that “ on the completion of the
census of the year 1871, and of each subsequent decennial census,
the representation of the four Provineces [Ontario, Quebec, Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick] shall be readjusted by such authority
and in such manner and from such time as the Parliament of
Canada from time to time provides, subject and according to the
following rules:

1.—% Quebec shall have the fixed number of 65 members
2.—*There shall be assigned to each of the other Provinces (Ontario, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick), such a number of members as will bear the

same proportion to the number of its population (ascertained by such census)

as the number 65 bears to the number of the population of Quebec (so ascer-
tained.)

. . . . . . . . .
{—¢On any such readjustment, the number of members for a Province
shall not be reduced unless the proportion which the number of the popu-
lation ot the Province bears to the number of the aggregate population of
Canada at the then last preceding readjustment of the number of members

for the Province, is ascertained at the then latest census to be diminished by
one half that part—or upwards.”

In the course of the debate on Confederation in 1865, Sir John
Macdonald stated that Quebec was selected as the pivot Province
because of the permanent character of its population. If this
assumption should prove to have been well founded, and the
increase of the population of Quebec does not in the future keep
pace with the increase in the other Provinces, the rectification

of the representation after each dicennial census will necessarily
add to a greater or less extent to the membership of the House

of Commons, For example, after the census of 1871, it was

found necessary under this provision of the Constitution to give
the Province of Ontario six new members, New Brunswick one,
and Nova Scotia two. Already there are 206 members repre-
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senting four millions of people in the popular branch of >ur
Legislature, as compared to 292 members in the corresponding
branch of the United States Congress, representing a population
of forty millions, and 78 members in our Senate as compared to
78 in the Senate of our neighbours. Mr. Blain calculated that in
case the population of Quebec should remain substantially as it is
at present, and the people of the other Provinces, with the new
ones which will, beyond question, soon be elected in the great
North-west, were to so increase as to give us a total population
equal ‘to that of the United States at present—that is, forty
millions—the membership of the House of Commons would num-
ber 2291. Mr. Masson, however, showed this calculation to be
highly exaggerated, and to be based upon the false assumption
that Quebec would remain stationary as regards population,
which, he said, was clearly contradicted by the facts elicited by
the last census. Supposing, however, that the representation
were merely to increase in the same proportion as became neces-
sary under the readjustment of 1872, there is enough in the fact
to afford some material for the consideration of speculative poli-
tical philosophers. It is by no means improbable that more may
yet be heard on the same subject in Parliament.

Mr. Mills, Minister of the Interior, in the early part of the ses-
sion, introduced a bill to grant municipal institutions in certain

sases to settlers in the District of Keewatin. The Icelanders, re
siding along the northwestern shore of Lake Winnipeg and on
Big Island, had themselves established a system of municipal
government, which, however, labored under the very great disad-
vantage that it lacked the force of law. Their object was to con-
struct roads and bridges, and make other improvements of a local
nature, at the common expense; but to those who did not feel
bound by considerations of honor to contribute their proportion
of this expenditure, there was an easy means of evading the im-
post, the organization by which it was levied being purely vokun-
tary and without the power to compel payment. Besides, the
Icelanders are an intelligent, cultivated, enquiring people, who
read a great deal, and pay a very great amount of attention to
the literary training of their children; and although their educa-
tional system—so far, at least, as elementary instruction is con-
cerned—has hitherto been almost exclusively in the hands of the
heads of families, it is quite natural that they should have desired

to avail themselves of the advantages which the school system of

Ontario is universally admitted to offer for the proper teaching
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of the young. It is understood that when Mr. Mills visited their
reservation in the fall of 1877, in the course of his tour in the
Northwest, their views on the general question of municipal self-
government and the establishment of schools were brought by
the people themselves to his attention, and that he saw much in
their propositions to commend them to his judgment. His bill
pmlnn«wl to confer upon them powers and privileges almost iden-
tical with those enjoyed under the municipal law of Ontario—the
election of Councillors, the appointment of assessors and collec-
tors, the uniform assessment of property, the division of the set-
tlement into school sections, with the power to impose taxes for
common and separate school purposes, to «,\mpluy teachers, and
go on. It was also intended that the Lieutenant-Governor, who
was to continue to be the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba,
should have the power to extend the operation of the Act to por-
tions of the district other than the Icelandic Colony as soon as
they were settled. The measure met with a good deal of opposi-
tion and adverse criticism, and it appeared to be the opinion of a
good many that its scope was too wide and its provisions too lib-
eral and comprehensive—altogether in advance of the require-
ments and capacity of the people, in fact. 1t is not improbable,
however, that a very slight personal acquaintance with, and obser-
ration of, the ]wnplo composing the settlement, or even a careful
study of the history of their race, would have convinced the greater
number of those who took this view that they were judging the
Icelanders too hastily. It is perfectly true that they have not as
yet proved themselves to be a very valuable acquisition to the
population of Canada; and the intelligence of a people and their
capacity for self-government might not unreasonably be measured,
at least chiefly, by their industrial progress and social improve-
ment. The people of Iceland, however, offer many curious
exceptions to the rules which generally apply to the inhabitants
of other countries. The descendants of a brave, adventurous,
sanguinary, and at the same time freedom-loving race, they
found few opportunities on their barren island for either bravery,
adventure or war; and they would seew, by their unresisting
submission for many years to the onerous exactions of their
Danish rulers, if not to have lost the last-mentioned character-
istic of their forefathers, at least to entertain much less horror
of a condition of dependence and subjugation. Few thought it
desirable to invade Iceland; indeed, there was little to entice
the soldier of fortune to attempt its conquest. We hear, through
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their sagas, of internicine skirmishes and the squabbles of what
we might call clans; but the history of the country has, on the
whole, been one of unexampled peace and aggravatingly un-
eventful. This, added to the fact that the poverty of the soil
and the mercilessly severe climate, precluded the cultivation of
cereal crops, and made them dependent from the first on pastoral
pursuits, gradually transformed them from a band of adventur-
ers to a people the most inoffensive and mild-mannered on the
earth. A thousand years of this sort of life, almost without in-
terruption, would have turned most races into simple barbarians
—peaceful and well-disposed barbarians, it may be, but ignorant
and unlettered, certainly. Such was not their case, however,
The average Icelander’s home has always been a seat of learn-
ing, and the long evenings—as well as the two months during
which the sun hides his face from them—were never idled, but
furnished an opportunity for some member of the family to read
aloud for the edification of the others. Their time was divided
botween fishing, tending their sheep, cattle and horses—all of
inferior breed and small sizes—and reading. It is curious, where
the inducements to acquire knowledge were so few, that the am-
bition to know should have been so great. What wonder is it
that these ]:M*]rlv. resenting at last the petly Lyranny of the
Danish merchants who monopolized their trade under contract
from the Danish Government, and having tried their fortunes in
Canada, should have been scarcely equal to their changed condi
tion when planted in the forests of the northwestern shore of
Lake Winnipeg! They had never seen a respectably-sized tree,
never grew a bushel of wheat, never cultivated more than a po-
tato-patch of land in their native country; and, to crown their
misfortunes, small-pox broke out among them the first winter
after they went upon their reservation. Their houses, which had
been hurriedly erected, were mere huts, abominably ventilated,
and greatly over-crowded on account of the arrival late in the
fall of a large number of their fellow-countrymen from Iceland,
for whom there was not time to make any other provision before
the severe weather made building impossible. The disease was

therefore very fatal, and seemed to completely paralyze the peo-

ple; and, far into the succeeding summer, their privations were
intensified by the maintenance of a rigid quarantine on the Mani-
toba boundary. When Mr. Mills and his colleague, Mr. Pelletier,
Minister of Agriculture, visitel the colony in the fall of 1877,
however, the disease had completely disappeared ; the people had
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become assured and energetic; the productive fisheries of Lake
Winnipeg were being vigorously prosecuted ; new, substantial,
and well ventilated houses were being erected ; clearings were
assuming considerable proportions; and a fair acreage of wheat
and potatoes had been grown with success. Lopd Dufferin had
just visited the settlement, and made one of his able and common-
sense speeches to the people, paying a high tribute to the signs
of intellectual and material advancement which he saw, and
offering many words of advice and friendly criticism, which can-
not have fallen without effect upon the ears of such observant
listeners, Lord Dufferin’s interest in the Icelanders is not a
thing of yesterday; his “ Letters from High Latitudes” have been
read and have excited an interest in the people he described in
every corner of the earth; and his visit to Gimli, as they call the
capital of New Iceland, will ever remain a red-letter day in their
innals, 1t may be permitted to even the recorder of events to
express regret that Mr. Mills’ bill was dropped, and that it was
not placed in the power of a people, every one of whom can read,
write and cast accounts—many of whom are highly educated and
widely read—most of whom now speak the English language

fluently—and who have their churches, circulating and private

libraries, and fortnightly newspaper—to regulate their own local

iffairs -

In May, 1876, Mr, Blake, Minister of Justice, in accordance
with a desire to that effect expressed by Lord Carnarvon, Colonial
Secretary, proceeded to England to confer with Iler Majesty’s
Government upon the subject of the extradition of criminals,
particularly in reference to cases arising between Canada and the
United States, and also with respect to maritime jurisdiction
upon inland waters and the Royal Commission and Instructions to
the Governor General. Mr. Blake reported the result of his
mission in a Blue Book laid before Parliament in 1877,

In his correspondence with the Colonial Secretary, it will be
recollected, Mr. Blake claimed that there were good grounds for i
amending the Royal Instruction to the Governor with respect to
the exercise of the prerogative of pardon. The Instruction
directed that His Excellency should either extend or withhold a
pardon or reprieve in capital cases, according to his own deliberate
jndgment, whether his Council agreed with him or not. The
power conferred upon Colonial Governors to act in cases of this
nature without advice from their Cabinet Ministers was defended
by the Colonial Secretary, in a correspondence on the subject
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with the Australian Colonies, on the ground that the high
prerogative in question being personally delegated by the

Bovereign to the Governor, he could not be relieved from the
luty of judging for himself in every case in which its exercise
was involved, as the responsible Minister of the Crown in a
solony could not be looked upon as occupying the same position
in regard to the Queen's prerogative of pardon as the Home
Secretary ; and also on the ground that cases might and would
arise involving matters of Imperial interest or policy, or the
interests of other countries or colonies. Mr. Blake fully
recognized the possible existence of cases involving Imperial
interests, and the desirability of applying to them a special rule.
The general practical result which should be obtained in Canada,
however, he contended to be the exercise of the prerogativa of
pardon under advice of a Minister responsible to Parliament, in
accordance with the constitutional custom in the United
Kingdom.

Clause 5 of the Instructions authorized the Governor to act,
under limitations, in opposition to advice. In his memorandum
to Lord Carnarvon on this subject, dated the 1st July, 1877, Mr.
Blake admitted that “in so far as it may be intended by the
clause to vest in the Governor the full constitutienal powers which
Her Majesty, if she were ruling personally instead of through
his agency, could exercise, it is, of course, unobjectionable. The
Governor General has an undoubted right to refuse compliance
with the advice of his Ministers, whereupon the latter must either
adopt and become responsible for his views, or leave their places
to be filled by others prepared to take that course.” The language
of the clause seemed to authorize, however, action in opposition
not only to the advice of a particular set of Ministers, but of any
Ministers; and from this doctrine he entirely dissented,
submitting at the same time that the Instruction should be
omitted.

In commenting on clause 6 of the Instructions, Mr. Blake
stated, what a good many of our own people probably do not
know, that “ the practice for a great number of years has been
that the business of Council is done in the absence of the Governor.
On very exceptional oceasions the Governor may preside, but
these would occur only at intervals of years, and would probably
be for the purpose of taking a formal decision on some
extraordinary occasion, and not for deliberation. The mode in
which the business is done is by report to the Governor of the
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recommendations of the Council sitting as a Committee, sent to
the Governor for his consideration, discussed where necessary

between the Governor and the first Minister, and becoming
operative upon being marked ¢approved’ by the Governor.
This system is in accordence with constitutional principle, and is
found very convenient in practice.” There wereseveral other clauses
of the Instructions — of comparatively secondary importance,
however—in respect of which Mr, Blakesuggested modifications ;
and, before leaving England, he was officially informed by Mr.
Herbert, of the Colonial office, that Lord Carnarvon hoped to be
in a position, at no distant date, to inform Lord Dufferin that he
would advise their amendment in general accordance with
Mr. Blake's recommendations.

This promise was faithfully carried out, as well be seen by
reference to the Instructions of Her Majesty to the Marquis of
Lorne, the first and second paragraphs of which are devoted to the
declaration that it is the Royal pleasure that His Excellency should
be appointed the Governor-General of Canada; that he should
take the oaths of allegiance and of office ; and that he should, when
it seemed fit, administer these oaths, either personally or by
deputy, to any persons appointed to offices of trust or profit under
the Crown in Canada. The remaining six clauses are as follows :—

III. “ And We do require Our said (GGovernor General to communicate
torthwith to the Privy Council for Our said Dominion these Our Instructions
and likewise all such others from time to time, as he shall find convenient for
Our gervice to be imparted to them

IV. “ Our said Governor (ieneral is to take care that all laws assented to by
him in Our name, or reserved for the signification of Our pleasure thereon,
shall, when transmitted by him, be fairly abstracted in the margins, and b
accompanied, in such cases as may seem to him necessary, with such expla-
natory observations as may be required to exhibit the reasons and occasions
for proposing such Laws ; and he shall also transmit fair copies of the Journals
and Minutes of the proceedings of the Parliament of Our said Dominion, which
he is to require from the clerks, or other proper officers in that behalf, of the
said Parliament

V. “And We do further authorise and empower Our said Governor
General, as he shall see occasion, in Our name and® in Our behalf, when any
crime has been committed for which the offender may be tried within Our
said Dominion, to grant a pardon to any uu‘omuliu:, not being the actual
perpetrator of such crime, who shall give such information as shall lead to
the conviction of the principal offender ; and further, to grant to any offender
convicted of any crime in any Court, or before any Judge, Justice, or
Magistrate, within Our said Dominion, a pardon, either free or subject to
lawful conditions, or any respite of the exeeution of the sentence of any such
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offender, for such period as to Qur said Governor General may seem fit, and to
remit any fines, penalties, ot forfeitures which may become due and payable
to Us. Provided always, that Our said Governor General shall not in any case,
except where the offence has been of a political nature, make it a condition of
wny pardon or remission of sentence that the offender shall be banished from
or shall absent himself from Our said Dominion, And We do hereby direct
and enjoin that Our said Governor General shall not pardon or reprieve any
such offender without first receiving in capital cases the advice of the Privy
Council for Our said Dominion, and in other cases the advice of one, at least,
of his Ministers ; and in any case in which such pardon or reprieve might
directly affect the interests of Our Empire, or of any conntry or place beyond
the jurisdiction of the Government of Our said Dominion, Our said Governor
General shall, before deciding as to either pardon or reprieve, take those
interests specially into his own personal consideration in conjunction with
such advice as aforesaid.

VI, « And whereas great prejudice may happen to Our service and to the
security of Our said Dominion by the absence of Our said GGovernor General
he shall not, upon any pretence whatever, quit Our said Dominion without
having first obtained leave from Us for so doing under Onr Sign-Manual and

Signet, or through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State

V.R

With respect to the Extradition of Criminals, Mr. Blake set
forth succinetly in his Report the events which led to his being
charged by the Government of Canada with the duty of bringing
the subject to the attention of the Imperial authorities, The list
of crimes contained in the Extradition clauses of the Ashburton
Treaty being obviously inadequate, the Canadian Goverment in

December, 1875, l'-‘qllx‘%wl the British Government to take steps
for the negotiation of' a new Treaty with the United States, contain-
ing an enlarged list of crimes. The reply of the British Government
shewed that although negotiations had been going on for some years,
there was no present prospect of the conclusion of a new Treaty.
Thereupon the Canadian Government determined that in case a
new Treaty should not be negotiated before the ensuing Session,
it would be their duty to consider how far Canada might not
advantageously by local legislation deal partially atany rate with
the evil. Meantime arose the complication occasioned by Great
Britain demanding from the United States an undertaking that a
fugitive eriminal should be tried only on the charge on which he
might be surrendered. The diplomatic correspondence on this
subject was proceeding for some time after Mr. Blake reached
England, and in the end, the United States declining to accede to

this demand, Great Britain refused to surrender certain fugitive

criminals, whereon the United States determined not to make or
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accede to any further requisitions under the Treaty, and its
upn-ru(inn was suspended.

Mr. Blake, without entering into the merits of this controversy
(upon which he was unable to adopt the conclusions of the
British Government), represented the importance to Canada of
avoiding a suspension of action under the existing treaty, and of
the speedy negotiation of a new arrangement. It became apparent
to him, however, that no early legislation would be had on the
subject, and he therefore urged the propriety of making some
temporary provision by which, pending the conclusion of a
new convention, action might be resumed under the Ashburton
Tl‘l':lty.

This suggestion was adopted and the status quo resumed
During the session of 1877, an Act, of which Mr. Blake was the
author, was passed by the Parliament of Canada, increasing con
siderably the number of extraditable offences, but owing to the
fact that no permanent arrangement of the questions in dispute
between Great Britain and the United States had been arrived at,
the necessary steps have not yet been taken by the British
Government to put the statute in operation.

Mr. Laflamme (Minister of Justice) introduced a bill early in
this Session for further securing the Independence of Parliament.
He explained that the object was to remedy the difficulties which
were manifest from the application of the former bill, the clauses
of which were to be somewhat extended by applying disqualifi-
cation to those who were in public offices under the Provincial
Legislatures or the Provinecial Governments, and also to super-
annuated government officials. The provisions of the Independence
of Parliament Act were also to be made to extend to Senators, who
would not be allowed, any more than members of Parliament, to
enter into contracts with the Government. These clauses, and

a better definition of the Independence of Parliament, as stated
in the previous Act, comprised the principal feature of the mea-
sure. The bill passed the House of Commons without material
alteration, but the Senate amended it by striking out the provisions
disqualifying superannuated government officials and clerks of
the peace, and by substituting for the section extending to Sena-
tors the operation of the Independence of Parliament Act the
following clause :—
“No person being a member of the Senate, shall directly or indirectly,
knowingly and wilfully be a party to, or concerned in, any contract under
which the public money of Canada is to be paid, and if any person, being a
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member of the Senate, shall knowingly and wilfully become a party to or
concerned in any such contract, he shall thereby forfeit ‘the sum of two
hundred dollars for each and every day during which he continues to be such
party or so concerned, and such sum may be recovered from him by any person
who will sue for the same, by action of debt, bill, plaint or information, in
any Court of competent civil jurisdiction in Canada; provided always this
section shall not prevent any Senator, who, at the passing of this Act, has any
contract for which the public money of Canada is to be paid, from completing
such contract, or render him liable to the penalties imposed by this section,
nor shall it render any Senator liable for such penalties, by reason of his
being a shareholder in any incorporated company, having a contract or
agreement with the Government of Canada, except companies undertaking
contracts for the building of public works, and any company incorporated for
the construction or working of any part of the Pacific Railway.”

Some objections were raised to these amendments in the House
of Commons, but ultimately the bill as altered was agreed to and
passed.

On the 27th February, Mr. Mills introduced a bill to facilitate
the colonization of Dominion lands by providing for the incor-

poration of railway companies and aiding the construction of

railways traversing Dominion lands. In explanation of the
measure he said it provided that any number of persons might
form themselves into an association for the purpose of
constructing railroads in the Povince of Manitoba or the North-
West Territories between points designated; that on the pay-
ment of a sum of money into the department of the Receiver
General as a guarantee of good faith, and the fyling of certain
papers in the Department of the Interior, these persons would
become proprietors of such railways subject to the fulfilment of
the conditions imposed ; that at least 50 per cent. of the capital
required for construction should be subscribed, and that 10 per
cent. of the amount so subscribed should be paid up; that a Board
of Directors should be appointed, with power to pass by-laws for
the management of the affairs of the railway company ; that the
persons who were appointed directors should be at least share-
holders to the extent of $5,000 each; that any Company so
voluntarily incorporated for the purpose of constructing railways

in the Territories of Canada, should receive aid by grants of

public lands; that the Governrhent should have power to appoint
a representative upon the Board of Directors for the purpose of
protecting the public interests ; that the Company should receive
a certain part of the lands to be granted, as the work of

construction proceeded ; that the Governor in Council might, 1f

deemq
over t
from 1
$10,0(
constr
should
before
usual 1
the Ac
having
the Ca
on the
schem
ln‘ Fllh
approv
money:
p!'u\'ini
Manito
great

abando



arty to or
m of two
‘0 be such
ny person
mation, in
Iways this
it, has any
ympleting
is section
son of his
ntract or
dertaking
orated for

¢ House
1 to and

acilitate
e i“(‘()l'-
stion of
of the
s might
pose of
North-
he pay-
leceiver
certain
y would
ment of
capital

10 per
1+ Board
aws for
hat the
{ share-
any so
ilways
ants of
\ppoint
pose of
receive

ork of

1ght, f

POLITICAL HISTORY—18%8. 79

deemed expedient, instead of granting land to the company, pay
over to it as the road was being constructed the proceeds rlvri\\;l
from the sale of the lands, the amount not to exceed the sum of
$10,000 per mile; that, before any arrangement to aid in the
construction of railways through the agency of such companies
should be binding, the contract or arrangement should be laid
before the House of Commons, at

least for one month, in the
usual manner; and that no company should be incorporated under
the Act and receivé aid for the construction of such a railway

having the same general direction as and within forty miles of
the Canadian Pacific Railway. Exception was taken to the bill
on the ground that it would interfere with the success of any
scheme for the construction of the Pacific Railway which mi:l;l
be submitted to foreign capitalists ; and although it was warmly
approved in many quarters, and a company of responsible and
moneyed men were known to be in readiness to proceed, under its
provisions, to construct a system of Colonization Railways in
Manitoba and the North West which would act as feeders to the
great trans-continental trunk road, the measure had to be
abandoned.
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CHAPTER I1I.

CRIBI8 IN THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS OF THE Province or QuEsEC.—THE LIEUTENANT-

GOVERNOR DISMISSES THE DE BOUCHERVILLE ADMINISTRATION.—MEMORANDUM

seTTiNG PoRTH His HONOR'S REASONS FOR ADOPTING THIS COURSE. — Mg,
JOLY CALLED UPON TO FORM A CABINET ~~ACCEPTS THE TASK.— VOTES OF WANT
OF CONFIDENCE IN THE NEW MINISTRY PASSED IN BOTH BRANCHES OF THE
LEGISLATURE AND THE LIEUTENANT-(:OVERNOR'S DISMISSAL OF THE DEBouCHER-
VILLE GOVERNMENT CONDEMNED,— MEMORANDUM OF Mi. ANGERS.—DISSOLUTION
oF THE LEGISLATURE.—DESPATCH FROM THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR TO THE
GovERNOR-GENERAL,—DISCUSSION ON THE SUBJECT IN THE Housk oF CoMMONS
—BIR JOHN A. MACDONALD'S MOTION OF CENSURE DEFEATED.— RESOLUTION
OF CENSURE ADOPTED IN THE SENATE.—THE PROVINCIAL GENERAL RLECTION.—
MzeTING OF THE NEW LEGISLATURE.--THE LIEUTENANT-(iOVERNOR'S DISMISSAL
oF THE DEBOUCHERVILLE CABINET OONDEMNED, BUT CONFIDENCE EXPRESSED IN
THE JOLY GOVERNMENT. — PETITION OF MESSRS. CHAPLEAU, CHURCH, AND ANGERS
10 THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.~FURTHER OORRESPONDENCE ON THE SUBJEOT.—
Mg. Toop's PampaLer. —Sik FrRaNcis HiNcgs' Vigws.

On the 4th of March a crisis occurred in the political affairs of
the Province of Quebec resulting in the dismissal by the
Lieutenant-Governor of his Cabinet and the calling in of a new
Ministry. The importance of this event, and the diversity of
opinion which still prevails respecting the acts of those most
prominently concerned, must be our justification for giving it so
much prominence and so much space here. Indeed, it is
questionable if any brief statement of the facts could be prepared
which would not, in the present heated condition of public opinion,
subject this record to the suspicion of political bias more or
less pronounced. The time has not yet come when a
succinet and unprejudiced historical account of this occurrence
can be written which would be generally accepted, and at the risk
of being tedious, we feel compelled to recite both sides of the
story pretty nearly in the words of the parties to the controversy.

On the 25th February, Lieutenant Governor Letellier de St.
Just addressed a memorandum to his Prime Minister, Mr. De-
Boucherville, requiring, among other things, copies to be fur-
nished him of certain papers relating to the Quebec, Montreal,
Ottawa and Occidental Railway, with a statement of the reasons
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which induced the Executive Council to propose ex post facto
legislation in order to compel the payment of bonuses voted in aid
of that road by certain municipalities, instead of proceeding to
recover through the courts. Another very important pii, he said,
to make provision for levying new taxes, had been proposed in
the Legislature without previously having been submitted tor the
consideration of the Lieutenant-Governor. Ho added that he
could not allow the Executive to commumicate to the Legisiature
on his behalf any important or new measures without his special
crder, and without his naving been previously intormed and
sdvised thereof! Two days 1ater Mr. DeBoucherviile replied,
promising the documents requested, and explamning that the
legislation with respect to the payment ot the municipal bonuses
was proposed because certain municipalitios gave manifestations
of bad faith, because it was desired to avoid the siowness and
expense of the judicial proceedings necessary to compel them to
fuifil their obligations, and precedents for such a course were
tfiorded by chapter 86 of the Consolidated Statutes of Canada, and
ny 63 Victoria, chapter 47, of the Statutes of Ontario. He added:

&1 wouid now beg your Excellency to observe that while you were at
vivi¢re Uuelle, i had the honor to ask your authority to put the question of
finunce beiore the HHouse, and that you kindly answered, stating you were
forwarding through the mail a blank, which act I took at that time as a great
mark of contidence on your part. I received, in fact, a blank, with your
1gnature, and i gave it to the Treasurer, who had it filled up by your Aide-
de-Camp, Later [ had the honor to ask your Excellency for a general
permission to submit to the House measures concerning money matters, which
your Excellency gave me with your ordinary courtesy. That permission, I
may say, had always been granted me by your predecessor, the lamented
Mr. Caron. I must admit that with that permission, and being convinced your
Excellency had read the Treasurer's speech, in which he announced the
taxation subsequently proposed, I considered myself authorized to tell my
colleagues that I had your permission for all money measures. I beg your
Excellency to believe that I never had the intention of assuming the right of
having measures passed without your approbation, and that in this case,
having had occasion to confer with you with regard to the law respecting the
Provincial Railway, and not haviug orders to suspend it, I did not think your
Excellenc y would see in that measure any intention on my part of disregarding

your prerogatives, which nobody is more disposed to respect and uphold than
myself”

This letter was delivered to the Lieutenant-Governor by
Mr. De Boucherville in person, and a conversation ensued, the
vesult of which was an admission on the part of the Lieutenant-
Governor that any misunderstanding on the part of the Premier

6
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had been in good faith, and, consequently, that the communica-
tions to the Legislative Assembly by Mr. Angers and Mr. Church
had been made in the belief that the necessary authority had
been given. His Honor, in reply to a question, said that ¢ the
only difficulty remaining was the question of the Quebec, Montreal,
Ottawa and Occidental Railway, and that he would give an
answer on the following day, the 28th February.” On the even-
ing of that day Mr. DeBoucherville brought in person the docu-
ments relating to the railway, and asked if the Governor would
soon give his answer. Iis Ionor told him that he would
examine the documents, and probably give it to him on the
following day, 1st March. On leaving Mr. DeBoucherville said,
“1f I understand you rightly, you are hesitating between giving
your sanction to the railway bill and reserving it.”” He replied,
“That is it.”

On the 1st March, the Lieutenant-Governor wrote to Mr. Do
Boucherville the following letter :—

“The Lieutenant Governor, taking into consideration what the Prime
Minister communicated to him verbally (27th Feb) and taking into
consideration the letter which the Premier then handed to him, is ready to
admit that there was no intention on the part of the Premier to disregard the
prerogatives of the Crown, and that there has been on his part only an error
committed in good faith, in interpreting as he did the words of the Lieutenant-
Governor in their interview of the 19th February instant; words which did
not convey the sense of authorization which the Premier attached to them.
With such an interpretation, and the instructions which were in consequence
given by the Premier to the Hon. Messrs. Angers and Church, these gentlemen
have done nothing, knowingly, not in conformity with the duties of their
office. Asto the blank which the Licutenant-Governor sent him from Riviére
Ouelle, the Lieutenant-Governor knew that that blank would be used to lay
the Estimates before the House. This act was a mark of confidence on his
part, as the Premier characterises it in his letter of the 27th; but that act
was confidential. The Lieutenant-Governor deems it right to observe that, in
his memorandum of the 25th Feb, inst,, he in no way expressed the opinion
that he believed that the Premier ever had the intention of taking upon
himself the right ‘of having measures passed without his approbation, or of
disregarding the prerogatives of the Representative of the Crown. But tho
Prime Minister cannot lose sight of the fact that although there was no
intention on his part, in fact the thing exists, as the Licutenant-Governor told
him. The fact of having proposed to the Houses several new and important
measures without having previously in any way advised the Lieutenant-
Governor thereof, although the intention of disregarding his prerogatives did
not exist, does not the less constitute one of those false positions which
places the Representative of the Crown in a critical and difficult situation with
regard to the two Houses of the Legislature. The Lieutenant-Governor
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i \‘i
cannot admit that the responsibility of this state of affairs rests with him
With regard to the Bill intituled : ¢ An Act respecting the Quebec, Montreal,
Ottawa and Occidental Railway,’ the Premier cannot claim for that measure
the asserted general authorization which he mentions in his letter, for their

interview took place on the 19th February, and that Bill was before the
Legislature several days before that date, without the Lieutenant-Governor
having been, in any way, informed of it by his advisers. The Lieutenant-
Governor expressed, at that time, to the Premier, how much he regretted such

legislation ; he represented to him that he considered it contrary to the
principles of law and justice ; notwithstanding which, the measure was carriec.
through both Houses until adopted. It is true that the Premier gives in hl

letter, as one of the reasons for acting as he did, ‘that this permission of
using the name of the Representative of the Crown, hed besides always
been granted him by the predecessor of the present Lieutenant-Governor, tha
lamented Mr. Caron.” This reason cannot avail with Lieutenant-Governor,
for if it did, he would abdicate his position as Representative of the Crown,
a proceeding which neither the Lieutenant-Governor nor the Premier could
reconcile with the duties of the Lieutenant-Governor towards the Crown.
The Lieutenant-Governor regrets having to state, as he told the Premier, that
he has not been informed, in general, in an explicit manner, of the measures
adopted by the Cabinet, although the Lieutenant-Governor had often given
the Premier an opportunity to do so, especially during last year,

From time
to time, since the last Session of the Legislature, the Lieutenant-Governor

has drawn the attention of the Premier to several subjects regarding the
interests of the Province of Quebec, among others: 1st. The enormous
expenditure occasioned by very large subsidies to several railways, while the
Province was burdened with the construction of the great railway from Quebec
to Ottawa, which should take precedence of the others; and this, when the
state of our finances obliged us to undertake loans disproportioned to our
revenue. 2nd. The mnecessity of reducing the expenses of the civil
government and of the Legislature, instead of having recourse to new taxes,
with a view to avoid financial embarrassment. The Lieutenant-Governor
expressed also, but with regret, to the Premier, the opinion that the Orders pass-

ed in Council to increase the salaries of Civil Service employés seemed to him
inopportune, at a time when the Government were negotiating with the Bank
of Montreal a loan of half a million, with power to increase that loan to
$1,000,000, at a rate of interest of 7 per cent.; and indeed, even to-day (1st
of March), the Lieutenant-Governor is obliged to allow that an Order-in-
Council be passed to obtain the last half million for the Government, without
which the Government would be unable to meet their obligations, as I was
informed by the Hon. the Provincial Treasurer, to-day, by order of the Prime
Minister. The Premier did not let the Lieutenant-Governor know,then nor

since, that the Government were in such a state of penury as to necessitate
special legislation to increase public taxation. Therefore the Lieutenant.
Governor stated and repeated these things to the Premier, and he deems it
advisable to record them here, that they may serve as memoranda for himself
ind for the Premier. It therefore results: 1st. That although the Lieutenant-
Governor has made many recommendations in his quality as Representative
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of the Crown, to the Premier, on these different subjects of public interest, Joly
his advisers have undertaken a course of administrative and legislative acts o
contrary to these recommendations, and without having previously advised
with him. 2nd. That the L'eutenant-Governor has been placed, without evil On
intention, but in fact, in a false position, by being exposed to a conflict with Legisl
the will of the Legislature, which he recognises as being, in all cases, supreme, resolu
80 long as that will is expressed in a constitutional way. The Lieutenant- «Tha
Governor has read and examined carefully the memorandum and documents
which the Premier was kind enough to bring him yesterday. There are, in
the record, petitions from several municipal corporations and from citizens of
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and the Government Bill, with regard to the Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and «Thaf
Occidental Railway, The Lieutenant-Governor was only yesterday able to
take cognizance of some of these petitions, as they had not been communica- voted uj
ted to him before he received them in the record. The Lieutenant-Governor “ That
after having maturely deliberated, cannot accept the advice of the Premier respect t
with regard to the sanctioning of the Railway Bill intituled: ¢An Act this Hou
respecting the Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental Railway.' For all “ That
these causes the Lieutenant-Governor cannot conclude this memorandum
without expressing to the Premier the regret he feels at heing no longer able
to continue to retain him in his position, contrary to the rights and prerogatives
of the Crown.’
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On the afternoon of the 2nd, Mr. DeBoucherville calle. at On t]
Spencer Wood, the official residence of the Lieutenant-Governor, resoluti
and in the course of conversation said to His Honor that he Lt she
understood he was dismissed from the office of Premier., His of confi
Honor replied that Mr. DeBoucherville was to take his own same m:
interpretation of the letter. Mr. DeBoucherville asked permission In tra
to make the usual explanations, which was granted, and he was correspo
then consulted as to the persons whom the Lieutenant-Governor gleaned
should send for to form a new administration, but declined to he forw

advise, on the ground that being dismissed while supported by a defendin
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majority in the Legislature, he was in a different position from a
Minister who had been beaten. On the same day, Mr. DeBou- Common
cherville personally addressed the Lieutenant-Governor as Honor's
follows :—* I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your quotea 1
memorandum, in which you come to the conclusion that you can Attorne)
no longer continue to retain me in my position as Prime Minister. ')"'”“}Jht‘
There is no other duty for me to fulfil but to submit to the form a p
dismissal from office, which your Excellency has notified me of, y observati
declaring at the same time my profound respect for the rights DeBouch

and privileges of the Crown, and my devotion to the interests of “The res
House only

~ the Lieute;
On the Tth March, the Lieutenant-Governor called upon Mr. Mr. DeBou

our Province.”
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Joly, the leader of the C)position in the Legislative Assembly,
to form a new Administration, and Mr. Joly undertook the task.
On the 8th, after a somewhat long and acrimonious debate, the

Legislative assembly, by majority of 22, passed the following
resolution :—

“That itappears from the explanations given by the Honorable Mr. Angers,
ind from the official correspondence communicated to this House, that His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor acknowledges that the Members of the
DeBoucherville Cabinet have acted in good faith in the discharge of their
duties ;

“That His Excellency has allowed the measures submitted by his
Government to this House, and to the Legislative Council, to be discussed and
voted upon without order on his part to suspend them ;

“That, whilst asserting their devotion to our Gracious Sovereign, and their
respect towards His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of this Province,
this House is of opinion

“That the dismissal from office of the DeBoucherville Cabinet has taken
place without reason, constitutes an imminent danger to the existence of
responsible government in this Province, and is an abuse of power in contempt
of the majority of this House, whose confidence they possessed, and still
possess, and is & violation of the liberties and will of the people.

On the same day, the Legislative Council passed a similar
resolution.

[t should be added that altogether four different votes of want
f confidence in the new Ministry were agreed to by about the
same majorities in the Legislative Assembly.

In transmitting to the Gqvernor-General these resolutions, the
correspondence from which the foregoing particulars have been
gleaned was also communicated by Mr. Letellier. At thesame time
he forwarded to His Excellency a communication still further
defending his exercise of the prerogative of dismissal, and the
whole of the papers were placed on the table of the House of
Commons, by message, on the 22nd March.

22 Before noticing His
Honor's remarks in this despatch, however, it may be well to
quote a memorandum made by Mr. Angers, Mr. DeBoucherville's
Attorney-General, which, although notamong the correspondence
brought down with the message, is too important a paper not to

form a part of the record. It was published as a reply to the

observations of the Lieutenant-Governor, in his letter to M.
DeBoucherville of the 1st March, and was as follows

“The resolutions respecting the North Shore Railway were submitted to the
House only on the 29th of January, after the telegram had been received from
the Lieutenant-Governor, that a form, signed in blank, had been mailed to
Mr. DeBoucherville in reply to his despatch of the previous day, saying ¢ Can
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you send me authorization resolutions respecting finances 7’ On the 30th of

January, the first resolution was reported from the committee of the whole
on the 31st it was adopted by the House; on the 1st of February the House
again went into committee of the whole, and reported the other resolutions
on the same subject, But it was only on the 5th that the adoption of the
report of the committee was carried, the House throwing out the motion of
non-confidence on this point by 38 to 21. On the 5th of Felwuary, a bill
based on these resolutions was introdnced, The second reading was delayed
until the 18th of February ; the third reading took place on the 19th. During
all this time, the Lieutenant-Governor, to whom the Votes and Proceedings
were sent every day, remained silent. On the 10th of February, Mr,
DeBoucherville met the Lientenant-Governor, and in the conversation which
they had on the subject of this measure, thought he had satisfied him on its
legality and the urgency of its being passed. The Lieutenant-Governor was
80 far from being explicit as to his intentions that Mr, DeBoucherville left him
with the impression that he was authorized, The Lieutenant-Governor does
not contend, in his memorandum of the 1st of March, 1878, that he had given
orders to suspend this legislation, sent up to the Legislative Council. This
bill had gone through its third reading before the first letter was received from
the Lieutenant-Governor, dated the 25th of February, but only delivered at
4.30 p.m. on the 26th. In fact, the Lientenant-Governor, in his letter of the
1st of March, admits that he did not in any way, in his memorandum of the
25th of February, express the opinion that he considered the Premier had
intended to arrogate to himself the right of getting measures passed without
his approval, orof slighting the prerogatives of the representative of the Crown
Having ascertained that a misunderstanding existed as to the interpretation
of the anthorization asked by telegraphic despatch on the 28th of January,
and answered on the 20th by a message stating that a form signed in blank
bad been sent, and, in view of the impressign left by the conversation of the
19th of February in Mr. DeBoucherville's mind, ghould the Licut-Governor
have waited to make known, for the first time, the existence of this misunder-
standing until the 26th of February, at which date the whole of the legislation
of which he complains had been discussed and voted in the affirmative by
both Houses? The confidence shown by the Lieutenant-Governor on the 29th
of January in Mr. DeBoucherville, by forwarding the form signed in blank, was
calculated to justify him in interpreting the silence of the Lieutenant-Governor,
at least as not meaning a dissent. After their interview of the 19th of
February, the silence observed uniil the 26th of February was also of a
nature to lead him to believe that he had a general authorisation to submit to
the House all measures which the public service required. On the 31st of
January, twenty-six days previous to the first memorandum of the Lieutenant-
Governor, the hon. Treasurer made his budget speech, in which he announced
the uiew taxes which it would be necessary to levy to meet the obligations of
the Province—obligations contracted several years previously, and resulting
from the policy then inaugurated on railways, and which had received the
concurrence of several members belonging to the party opposing the
Government. Can this speech, published in extenso by the press of the whole
country, have escaped the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor? On the 19th
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of Febrnary the resolutions demanding more taxes, but at a lower rate than
the one mentioned by the Treasurer in his Speech, were presented, and on the
20th were adopted by a vote of 39 against 22. The Lieutenant-Governor, in
his memorandum of the 1st March, complained that Mr. DeBoucherville did
not let him know that the Government was in an impecunious condition,
requiring special legislation to increase the public taxes. The Premier would
have formed an erroneous idea of the situation if he had so qualified the
temporary embarrassment caused by the ill-will of the municipalities which
had subscribed for the construction of the Provincial railway, by neglecting
to faithfully fulfil their obligations. He would have formed an erroneous idea
of the situation, in presence of the results obtained so far without any burden
having been imposed in order to obtain tuem. On the 22nd of February
notice was given of resolutions, respecting railways in the Eastern Townships
and on the south shore of the §t. Lawrence. On the 23rd of the same month the
resolutions were introduced, and subsequently adopted by a vote of 41 to 16.
These resolutions do not in any way increase the actual debt of the Province.
The Lieutenant-Governor said in the same memorandum that the construction
of the milway from Quebec to Ottawa should prevail over that of other
railways. The legislation of many years past on this subject establishus no
priority in favor of provincial railways to the detriment of railways in the
Eastern Townships and on the south shore. The DeBoucherville Government
would have contravened the law if they had adopted another view of the
matter. In the same memorandum the Lieutenant-Governor declares that
he cannot accept the advice of the Premier in reference to the sanction to be
given to the Railway bill intituled : ¢ An Act respecting the Quebec, Montreal,
Ottawa and Occidental Railway' This declaration is premature, the Premier
never having been called upon to give his opinions as to the sanction to be
given, and, had he been called upon to do so, would have, under the
circumstances, recommended that it be reserved for the decision of the
Governor-General, being in doubt as to thte Lieutenant-Governor having the
right of his own accord, proprio motu, to ¢ ..rcise the prerogative of veto, and
thus to decide finally on the fate of a measure passed by both Houses, when
the British North America Act of 1867 seems to leave such pever to the
Governor-General. The memorandum of his Excellency refers to petitions of
several corporations and citizens of different places, addressed to the Lieut-
enant-Governor against the resolutions, and the measure of the Government
concerning the Q. M. O. & O. Railway, It is sufficient to congider that these
petitions come from debtors from whom the law intended to force payment, to
arrive at the correct conclusion that the opinion of both Houses should
prevail over that expressed in such petitions. The Lieutenant.-Governor, in
the same memorandum, refers to acts of administration, which date from
before the session, and to which he has given his assent. As he alludes to
matters for which the Government is responsible to both Houses, as advisers
of the Crown, and as they are foreign to the question of prerogative raised by
the Lieutenant-Governor, they cannot be adduced in this memorandum as
reasons for the conclusion arrived at by His Excellency: that he cannot
continue to retain Mr, DeBoucherville in his position against the rights and
prerogatives of the Crown. Therefore, to avoid being carried away by this
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hors de sens, there is no reason to question them now. The Licutenant-
Governor further expresses the opinion ¢ that the state of our finances obliged us
to contract loans disproportionate with our resources.” Itis to be regretted to be
obliged to repeat this phrase here, but the credit of the Province requires that
it should be contradicted. The mere reading of the budget speech will suffice
to reassure alurmists. From all the above facts, from the admissions contained
in the last memorandum of the Lieutenant-Governor, from the transmission
of the blank form signed and sent by him in reply to a request of Mr,
DeBoucherville, asking his authorization to introduce resolutions respecting
{ finances, and from the silence of the Licutenant-Governor up to the 26th of
February last, it results that no measures have been introduced into the House
iv opposition to the prerogatives of the representative of the SBovereign.
Nothing more remains now for me to do but to reiterate the declaration I
made in opening these explanations :—The DeBoucherville Cabinet has not
resigned ; it has received a dismissal of office from the Lieutenant-Governor.
The Conservative party is no more in power, but it is in ¢hie House a power,
a qualified power, a majority in the opposition—,the majority here, the majority
in the Council, the majority in the country. The Conservative party has
received a dismissal from office, but it stands uncompromised, without com-
promise, without division, devoted to the constitution and to the welfare of

the country.”

On the 9th March, the Legislature was prorogued with the
usual ceremonies,

Referring to Mr. Letollier's defence of his conduct, in the
letter to the Governor-General already alluded to, it may be
stated that it entered in detail into the circumstances preceding
and leading up to the ast of dismissal, which he declared was
forced upon him by the circumstances. His personal relations
with his Cabinet, he said, had all along been of an agreeable
nature; but there was not, he thought, the necessary cordial con-
fidence on the part of the Premier in relation to official matters,
On account of the unsatisfactory condition of the affairs of the
Province, he had early in his occupancy of the office of Lieuten-
ant-Governor made up his mind to exercise with the regard to
them the influence which attached to his position, but with the
g-eatest possible moderation and discretion. He pointed out
that in several instances he had given evidence of his personal
good will towards his Ministers by overlooking and correcting
their blunders; but had in one instance, in the matter of a dis-
puted municipal councillorship, given them clearly to understand
that he would not consent to substitute the power of the Execu-
tive for the powers of the Courts, wherever the latter had
jurisdiction. The object with which he recited the facts in this
case was to show that the Executive Council were fully aware of
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his views with respect to the substitution of executive for judicial
authority, and that there was therefore no excuse for their introduc-
tion of a measure involving that principle without notifying him
or consulting with him on the subject. In the previous Novem-
ber, there had been published in the official G'azette, purporting
to be under his signature, two proclamations—one calling the
Legislature together for business and the other appointing a
Thanksgiving Day—neither of which he had signed, and the
latter of which he had not even seen. He had in a private
letter called Mr. DeBoucherville’s attention to these facts, and
had been assured they would not again occur.

4 From the conversations which I have held with Mr. DeBoucherville, (he
goes on to say) there results a fact, which, if it were known, wounld of itself
have sufficiently justified me in believing that he did not possess the con-
fidence of the people of this Province,

“ On two different occasions, sometime after the Session of 1876, i pointed
out to him that millions had been voted to aid railways in general, at a time
when our finances did not appear to me to be in a condition to warrant, all at
once, a lavish expenditure in subsidizing these numerous undertakings, par-
ticularly as, apart from that, our credit was so heavily pledged towards the
building of the Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Cccidental Railway.

“He very frankly avowed that these grants, though they were for the
development of the Province, had been necessitated by political considera-
tions ; that without them, the support of the members whose counties were
traversed by those railways, would cease to be secured to Government ; that
there would be no means of having a majority ; that those members formed
combinations—* Rings'—to control the House,

¢ Mr. DeBoucherville is not unaware that I thereupon told him that it was
better to save the Province than a Government, and that if his Administration
was not strong enough to resist those influences, it would be better for him to
form a combination of honest and well meaning men, from both sides of the
House, rather than submit to the dictation of those ¢ Rings,’ and to the con-
trol of those combinations.

“When he made no attempt to escape from that deleterious influence, after
his own avowal that the Legislature was controlled by those ¢ Rings,' when
by his legislation he sought to favor them anew during the last Session,
without having previously advised with me, had I not the right, as the Rep-
resentative of my Sovereign, to believe and to be convinced that Mr. DeBouch-
erville did not possess a constitutional majority in the Legislative Assembly ?”

The remaining points of his defence are sufficiently well
indicated in the summary of his case with which he closes his
despatch, and are as follows :—

“That, without having advised me, and without having received authoriza-
tion of any sort whatever from me, the Government of Mr, DeBoucherville
proposed to the Legislature a measure of almost general taxation upon the
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ordinary contracts and transactions of life, transfers of bank stock, &c., while

mo Message from me had been asked for this object, nor signed by me to

authorize its proposition to the Youses,

«That, after its dismissal, the Government of Mr. DeBoucherville again
failed in its duty by assigning reasons for the adjournment of the House from
day to day, different from those agreed on between myself and the Premier,
at the risk of prejudicing public opinion against the Representative of the

Crown,

“That at the “ime of the communication of the causes which rendered
necessary the dismissal of the Cabinet, in the explanations which were given
| y the Premier to the Legislative Council, and by the Attorney General to the
Legislative Assembly, both of them referred to pretended conversations which
they h d no authority whatever to communicate to the Legislature, since the
Premier had, by his answer to the letter of the Lieutenant-Governor o! tha
tth March last, limited his explanations to the communics won to both Houses
of my memoranda of the 25th February and 1st March, and the answers of
the Premier of the 27th February and of the 2nd and 4th March, instant.

“That therefore the additions and the comments made by the Premier
before the Legislative Council, and by the Attornéy General before the
Legislative Assembly, were contrary to the conditions agreed upon between
the Lieutenant Governor and the Premier.

“That the Premier and his colleagues, by making use of pretended private
conversations to explain the causes of their dismissal, in contravention of
their duty to the Crown and to what they had pledged themselves w observe
with regard to it, have placed the Lieutenant Governor under the necessity
of bringing under the notice of Your Excellency all the reasons for that

dismissal,
On the 11th of April, the question came up in the House of
Commons, on a motion by Sir John Macdonald, in amendment to
the motion for Committee of Supply, “That Mr. Speaker
do not now leave the Chair, but that it be resolved that
the recent dismissal by the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebee of
his Ministers was, under the circumstances, unwise and sub-
versive of the position accorded to the advisers of the Crown
since the concession of the principle of Responsible Govern-
ment to the British North American Colonies,” Sir Johi
supported this motion in a speech of three hours, in which he
dealt with the subject largely from a constitutional stand-point.
Setting out by justifying his proceeding in this way instead of
by a substantive resolution, he dwelt upon the importance, at this
stage of the country’s history, of taking care not to establish a
bad precedent. It was a s*range thing that having gained Res-
ponsible Government for Canada, almost at the point of the
. bayonet, we should be called upon at this day to defend its first
principles. It had been contended by an eminent lawyer in
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Montreal (Mr. Kerr, Q.C.) recently that the governors of pro-
vinces had not the same constitutional powers as the Governor-
General of the Dominion; but, though if a case were brought
before the Courts, he (Sir John) did not say that view would not
be sustained, he did not intend to take that line of argument.
There was a great difference between perogative power and con-
stitutional right. An Act which might be sustained by the
Courts as the legal prerogative of the Crown might be exercised
in the most unconstitutional way. Constitutional tisage was now
pretty well defined. Setting aside the legal view with regard
to the Quebec difficulty, he contended that the Ministry should
have governed, and should have been free to govern, so long as
they possessed the confidence of the Legislature. I there was
any exception to this doctrine, it was when the Crown had reason
to believe that the Parliament did not represent the country.
Referring particularly to the Quebec matter, he said the Lieu-
tenant-Governor when appointed found a Government in office
sustained by large majorities in both branches of the Legislatuve,
Not a single reason which he gave for their dismissal would hold.
Sir John quoted the several cases in England where the Sovereign
had exercised the perogative of dismissal, and said the only one
referred to by the defenders of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec which was worth noticing was that of the Melbourne
Government ; and Greville, whose account had been confirmed by
Baron Stockmeyer, showed that the failure of Lord Melbourne to
sustain the Whig character of his Government afforded William
IV. a reason for the dismissal, which was not generally under-
stood. The excuse bore considerable force, yet by entire concensus
of practical statesmen and theoretical writers it had been admitted
that the king was wrong. The case which corresponded most
closely to that of Quebec was the South African case, where Sir
Bartle Frere dismissed his Ministry. But he acted in the face of a
great danger, in which the Local Government declined to use the
burgher force for the maintenance of Imperial interests, and Sir
Bartle Frere took the course which he did take in the support of
those interests he was appointed peculiarly to maintain. More-
over, his action was defended by the Pall Mall Gazette and the
Saturday Review as being justifiable on grounds similar in
principle to those which would justify the suspension of the
Habeas Corpus Act—that is to say, the imminence of a rebellion
or threatened war. The course of Sir George Bowen, Governor
of South Australia, who had insisted upon sustaining his Ministry
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—in the face of an adverse Upper House, and in the face of
circumstances which tended to excite the suspicion that they had
in contemplation to disarrange the whole machinery of govern-
ment—simply because they had a majority in the representative
chamber and therefore presumably commanded the confidence of
the people, had been ably and properly sustained by the Liberal
press in England. The British constitution must be judged of as
it is now, and not as it was fifty or seventy-five years ago.  Mr.
Bagehot, whose papers in the Fortnightly Review Sir John
Macdonald had himself spoken of as ““ the only true picture of the
British Constitution as it now exists,” had written thus with
regard to the prerogative of dismissal :—

« Experience shows that the power of dismissing a Government with which
Parliament is satisfied, and of dissoiving that Parliament upon an appeal to
the people, is not a power which a common hereditary monarch will in the
long run be able beneficially to exercise. Accordingly this power has almost,
if not quite, dropped out of the reality of our Constitution, Nothing, perhaps,
would more surprise the English people than if the Queen, by coup detat and
on a sudden, destroyed a Ministry firm in the allegiance, and secure of a
majority in Parliament. That power indisputably, in theory, belongs to her;
but it has passed so fai away from the minds of men, that it would terrify
them if she used it, like a volcanic eruption from Primrose Hill. = .
The Queen can hardly now refuse a defeated Minister the chance of a dissolu-
tion, any more than she can dissolve in the time of an undafeated one, and
without his consent.”

In the introduction to the French edition of his book, Bagehot
added some very impcrtant remarks on the same subject, which
had never appeared in English until translated by Mr. J. A.
Chaplean, M.P. P, in a speech made upon the Quebec crisis.
Sir John Macdonald quoted this.passage (mentioning the circum-
stances of its translation), from which we make the following
extracts :—
“And no monarch should dissolve Parliament against the will and the
interest of the Ministry which is in power. No doubt the King can dismiss
such a Ministry and replace it by another Administration whose advice to
dissolve Parliament he couid take ; but even with this precaution, to act thus
towards a Ministry, which had a strong majority in Parliament, would be to
strike a blow which it is almost impossible to suppose, We do not believe that
Queen Victoria herself, in spite of the popularity and respect by which she is
surrounded, to a greater extent perhaps than any of her predecessors, would
ever have recourse to such a measure. * . ¢ .
In practice, in England the Sovereign considers himself obliged to follow the
advice of the Ministry which the House of Commons desires to maintain in
power. All prerogatives at variance with this principle have fallen into
disuse, but the Sovereign may accord to the people a majority which is denied
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it in the House of Commons; but to strike from behind, so to speak, and
strangle, by means of an appeal to the country, a Ministry sustained by
Parliament, would be an event which no longer enters into the calculation,
wthough, in former times, instances of this occurred in our annals,’

Freeman on the “ Growth of the English Constitution,” the
speech of Lord Dufferin at Halifax in the summer of 1873, and
the instructions of Lord Grey (Colonial Secretary) to Lord Elgin
in 1847, were also quoted in support of the same view. In the
Quebece case every objection taken by the Lieutenant-Governor
to his late Ministry, except one, had reference, not to their
administration, but to their legislation. There was a distinct
difference between acts of administration and acts of legislation,
and while the Crown was nominally a branch of the legislative
power, it had really ceased *o be so. Any member of the Quebec
Legislature could have intru.aced of his own motion and without
consulting anybody, the measure for the introduction of which
the Lieutenant-Governor dismissed his advisers; if the House
chose to carry it, the Ministry would have been obliged to yield ;
and it would have been a contempt of the privileges of the
Legislature for any one to justify resistance to the will of the
majority by, quoting or suggesting what were the opinions of the
representative of the Crown on the subject. He had been a
member of the Administration under five Governor-Generals, and
he ventured to assert that the Ministry never submitted a bill to
the representative of the Sovereign, and only had his general
assent at the commencement of a session to its financial measures,
Only recently the Stamp Act of the Minister of Inland Revenue
had been so changed that its introducer could not recognize his
production when the House got through with it. It could not
be said that the Governor-General had any responsibility for that
bill, either in its inception or after it had been virtually des-
troyed. According to Bagehot, “the Sovereign has, under a
constitutional monarchy such as ours, three rights—the right to
be consulted, the right to encourage, the right to warn; and &~
king of great sense and sagacity would want no others.” * The
Queen,” says the same authority, “ has no veto. She must sign
her own death warrant if the Houses unanimously sent it up to
her.” The Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec allowed legislation to
proceed without a suggestion or warning, and at the last hours of
the session unceremoniously dismissed his Ministers. His con-

duct was a coup d'etat. It was unwise and an outrage upon the
constitution. It could” hardly be doubted, at all events it was
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broadly alleged, that the course of the Lieutenant-Governor was
dictated by his desire to seize upon power for his friends in view
of a general election for the Dominion. No man fully aware of
his responsibilities would have taken such a step. It remained
to be seen whether the Premier, upon whom the mantle of
Baldwin had fallen, would turn his back upon the principles ho
had so long professed, and which had been the chief credit and
the chief honour of his party.

Mr. Mackenzie in replying sgreed with a good deal of
what Sir John Macdonald had said. Sir John was hardly in a
position, however, to lecture the Liberal party on responsible
government. While he admitted the right of Parliament to
discuss the conduct of a Lieutenant-Governor, it was only an
extreme case which justified such a course being taken; where
it was simply the removal of one Ministry, and the appointment
of another, he denied the right of the House to review his
conduct. Whether the action of the Lieutenant-Governor was
wise or unwise would be decided by the electors of Quebec.
Suppose the House condemned the Lieutenant-Governor, in what
position would it be placed if the verdict of the eloctors should
be in his favour? The proposed interference was unwise and
unwarranted, and would be destructive of Provincial autonomy.
He read from Sir John's report as Minister of Justice,in reference
to the Ontario Orange bills, to show tuat he had upheld the local
authority as against any Federal intervention ; and pointed out
that he had carefully avoided in the resolution now submitted
for the consideration of the House, stating in express terms that
the action of the Lieutenant Governor had been unconstitutional.
The resolution was cunningly drawn, and might, like most of Sir
John'’s productions, be read two or three ways. To interfere now
would be tosubvert the first principles of’ Responsible Government.
He could not censure Lieutenant-Governor Letellier without censur-
ing his advisers and thus anticipating the free action of the people.
Mr. Mackenzie took exception to the character of the legislation of
the DeBoucherville administration, and pointed out that Sir Francis
Hincks had defended the action of the Lieutenant-Governor on con-
stitutional grounds. The form of Sir John Macdonald’s resolution
itself showed the hesitancy in the mind of the leader of the Oppo-
sition as to the precise nature of the events he characterized, and
he (Mr. M.) called upon the House to vote the motion down.

Many very able speeches were made on the subject on both
sides of the House, and the debate was continued until Monday,
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the 15th April, when a division took place, and Sir John Mac-
donald’s amendment was defeated by 170 votes to 112,

On the same day, the question came up in the Senate; on a
motion by Mr. Campbell, seconded by Mr. Bellerose,

“'T'o resolve that the Messages of His Excellency the GGovernor-General of
the 26th March and 8th April be now read, and that it be resolved that the
course adopted by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Quebec
towards his late Ministry was at variance with the constitutional principles
upon which Responsible Government should be conducted.”

The debate was on that day adjourned, and was resumed on the
16th, when Mr. Haythorne moved in amendment,

That all the words after ‘ To Resolve' be struck out and the following
substituted: ‘That, under the rule of our Constitution, the Federal Govern-
ment, and the Provincial Governments, cach in their own sphere, enjoy

ponsible government equally, separately and independently ; therefore,

ider existing circumstances, this House deems it inexpedient to offer any
)pinion on the recent action of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of
Quebec, or of his late Ministers'.”

This amendment was defeated by a vote of 37 to 20, and
Mr. Campbell’s resolution was agreed to on the same division,

The conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor, and the antagonistic
character of the verdicts rendered by the Senate and House of
Commons respectively with regard to its merits, excited a great
amount of animated and not always very moderate discussion in
the newspaper and periodical press. Notwithstanding the ability
with which the subject was handled on both sides, the greater por-
tion of what was written had in view too much the influencing
of public opinion for partisan objects to be of permanent value.
About the end of March, Mr, Todd, the Librarian of Parliament,
whose treatise on ¢ Parliamentary Government in England " has
earned for him a high position as an authority on constitutional
questiovs, published a brochure entitled “ A Constitutional Gov-
ernor,” which was evidently suggested by the Quebec affair and
the discussions growing out of it. Mr. Todd’s pamphlet treated
of the position and prerogative of Governors and Lieutenant-
Governors comprehensively and clearly. After an exhaustive
enquiry into and citation of the precedents furnished by colonial
history, he deduced from them the following “leading principles:”

1. “That the position of a constitutional Governor towards those over whom
he is set, as the representative of the Sovereign, and especially in relation to
his Ministers, is one of strict neutrality. He must manifest no bias towards
any political party ; but, on the contrary, be ready to make himself « mediator
and a moderator between the influential of all parties.
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2. «That a constitutional Governor is bound to receive as his advisers and
Ministers the acknowledged leaders of that party in the State which is able
for the time being to command the confidence of the popular Assembly ; or
in the last resort, of the people, as expressed on appeal through their repre-
sentatives in the Local Parlinment,  And it is his duty to cordially advise and
co-operate with his Ministers in all their efforts for the public good.

3. “That in furtherance of the principle of local self-government and of
the administration of the Exceutive authority in harmony with the legislative
bodies, it is the duty of a constitutional Governor to accept the advice of his
Ministers in regard to the general policy and conduct of public affairs ; and
in the selection of persons to fill subordinate officers in the public service;
and in the determination of all questions that do not directly interfore with
the responsibility which he owes to the Imperial Government.

i. “That in order to enable a constitutional Governor to fulfil intelligently
and efficiently the charge entrusted to him by the Crown, he is bound to direct
~a8 by his commission he is authorized to require—that the fullest informa-
tion shall be afforded to him by his Ministers upon every matter which at any
time shall be submitted for his approval ; and that no policy shall be carried
ut or acts of Executive authority performed by his Ministers in the name of
the Crown, unless the same shall have previously received his sanction

5. “That while under ordinary circumstances a constitutional Governor
would naturally defer to the advice of his Ministers so long as they continue
to possess the confidence of the nopular Chamber and are able to administrate
public affairs in accordance with the well-understood wishes of the people as
expressed through their representatives ; if at any time he should see fit to
doubt the wisdom or the legality of advice tendered to him, or should ques-
tion the motives which have actuated his advisers on any particular occasion
~50 88 to lead him to the conviction that their advice had been prompted by
corrupt, partisan, or other unworthy motives, and not by a regard to the honor
of the Crown or the welfare and advancement of the community at large—
the Governor is entitled to have recourse to the power reserved to him in the
Royal instructions, and to withhold his assent from such advice. Under these
circumstances he would suitably endeavor, in the first instance, by suggestion
or remonstrance, to induce his Ministers to modify or abandon a policy or
proceeding which he was unable to approve, But if his remonstrances should
prove unavailing, the Governor is competent to require the resignation of his
Ministers, or to dismiss them from office, and to call to his Councils a new
Administration

6. ¢ That the prerogative right of dismissing a Ministry can only be con-
stitutionally exercised on grounds of public policy, and for reasons which are
capable of being defended and justified to the local Assembly, as well as to
the Queen through her Ministers,

8. “That upon a change of Ministry, it is constitutionally necessary that
the gentlemen who may be invited by the Governor to form a new Adminis-
tration shall be unreservedly informed by him of the circumstances which led
to the resignation or dismissal of their predecessors in office ; and that they
shall be willing to accept entire responsibility to the local Parliament for any
acts of the Governor which have been instrumental in occasioning the resig-
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nation or effecting the dismissal of the ontgoing Ministry, For it is an un.
doubted principle of English law, that no prerogative of the Crown can be
constitutionally exercigsed unless some Minister of State is ready to assume
responsibility for ¢he same. Hence, the authority itself remains inviolate,
however the propriety of its exercise may be questioned, or its use condemned.
The authority of the Crown, in the hands of the Queen’s Representative,
should always be respected ; and no one subordinate to the Governor should
attribute to him, personally, any act of misgovernment ; his Ministers being
always answerable for his acts, to the local Parliament and to the constituent
body,

8. “That the Governor is personally responsible to the Imperial Govern.
ment for his exercise of the prerogative right of dissolving Parliament ; and
he is bound to have regard to the general condition and welfare of the coun-
try, and not merely to the advice of his Ministers, in granting or refusing a
dissolution. And should he deem it advisable to insist upon the digsolution
of an existing Parliament, contrary to the advice of his Ministers, he is not
debarred from issuing the necessary orders to give effect to his decision, be-
cause his Ministers, for the time being, are sustained by a majority of the
local Assembly :—although such an act, on the part of the Governor, should
involve their resignation of office. But no Governor has a constitutional right
to insist upon a dissolution of Parliament, under such circumstances, unless
he can first obtain the services of other advisers, who are willing to become
responsible for the act ; and unless he has reasonable grounds for believing
that an appeal to the constituent body would result in an approval, by the
new Assembly, of the policy, which in his judgment rendered it necessary
that the Parlisment should be dissolved.

9. “That in the ultimate determination of all questions wherein a constitu.
tional Governor may see fit to differ from ais Ministers, the declared intention
of the Queen—that she ‘has no derire to maintain any system of policy
among her North American subjects which opinion condemns'—a principle
which is equally applicable to every self-governing colony, and which has
been freely conceded to them all—requires that the verdict of the people in
Parliament must be accepted as final and conclusive ; and that the Governor
must be prepared to accept an Administration which will give effect to the
same ; or else himself surrender to the Bovervign the charge with which he
has been entrusted

10. “That in questions of an Imperial pature, wherein the honor of the
British Crown is concerned, or the general policy of the Empire is involved,

as, for example, in the administration, by a Governor, of the prerogative of
mercy ; or, the reservation, under the Royal instructions, of Bills of a certain
specified class, which had passed both houses of the local Parliament, for the

signification of the Queen’s pleasure thereon,—it is the duty of a Governor

to exercise the power vested in him, in his capacity as an Imperial Officer,
without limitation or restraint. Nevertheless, in all such cases, a constitu-
tional Governor should afford to his Ministers full knowledge of the questions
at issue, and an opportunity of tendering to him whatever advice in the
premises they may desire to offer ; albeit the Governor is bound by his in-
structions, and by his obligations as an Imperial Officer, to act upon his own

7
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judgment and responsibility, whatever may be the tenor of the advice prof-
In all such cases, the responsibility of the

fered to him by his Ministers
They

local Ministers to the local Parliament would naturally be limited.
would be responsible for the advice they gave, but could not strictly be held
accountable for their advice not having prevailed. For, ¢if it be the right
and duty of the Governor to act in any case contrary to the advice of his
Ministers, they cannot be held responsible for his action, and should not feel
themselves justified on account of it in retiring from the administration of
public affairs!  But, according to constitutional analogy, no such right should
be claimed by the Governor, except in cases wherein, under the Royal instruc-
tions, he is bound as an Imperial Officer to act independently of his Minis-
ters. If his discharge of this duty should be felt, at any time, as a grievance,
either by his own Advisers or by the local Parliament, it would be a reason-
able ground for remonstrance or negotiation with the Imperial Government ;
but it could not, meanwhile, absolve the Governor from his obligations to

. . . . . . .

the Queen, under the Royal Instructions.

11. “That it is objectionable in principle, and of rare occurrence in prac-

tice, that appeals should be taken to the Imperial Parliament in cases of
difference between a Governor and the Executive or Legislative authorities ¢f
the colony over which he presides, or has presided,—so as to lead to the fight.
ing over again, in the British Parliament, of colonial political contests—yet,
the reserved right of the Imperial Parliament to discuss all questions affect-
ing the welfare of Her Majesty's subjects, in all parts of the empire, and to
advise the Crown thereupon, is unquestionable; and a Governor, or ex-
Governor of a British Province, must always be mindful of his responsibility,
not only to the Crown in Council, but also to both Houses of the Imperial
Parliament, for the exercise of his political functions.

12. “ That, in the absence of definite instructions, the Governor of every
British colony should be guided, in all questions which may arise, or matters
that may come before him in his official capacity, by the constitutional usage
of the Mother country ; and it is his duty to ascertain the same, and conform
himself thereto, so far as circumstances will allow.

#In the further elucidation of the rightful position of the Governor,” says
Mr. Todd, #in any of the dependencies of the British Crown, where Respon-
sible Government prevails, it will be appropriate to enquire into the position
and powers of the Lieutenant Governors of the provinces of the Dominion
of Canada; with a view to determine how far the foregoing rules of constitu-
tional practice are applicable to them.

« Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies (Earl Carnarven) in a
despatch to Lord Dufferin, the Governor General, dated 7th January, 1875,
observes that these officers, ¢ however important, locally, their functions may
be, are a part of the Colonial Administrative Staff, and are more immediately
responsible to the Governor General in Council. They do not hold Commis-
sions from the Crown, and neither in power nor privilege resemble those Gov-
ernors, or even Lieutenant Governors, of Colonies to whom, after special con-
sideration of their personal fitness, the Queen, under the Great Seal and Her
own hand and signet, delggates portions of Her prerogatives, and issues Her
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« Pursuant to this declaration, it has been decided, by the Imperial Secretary
of Btate, upon the advice of ths Law Officers of the Crown, that since the
Confederation of the British North American Colonies, the Lieutenant Gov.
ernors of the several Provinces of the Canadian Dominion, being no longer
appointed directly by the S8overeign, have veased to be competent to exercise
the prerogative power of pardoning offenders ; which is now exclusively dele-
gated in Canada to the Governor General, by his Commission.

“ Moreover, under the 90th section of the British North America Act
1867, the power of disallowing Provincial Statutes is not conferred upon the
Queen in Council, (a8 in respect to Dominion legislation, under section 56 of
the same Act,) but is vested in the Governor General of the Dominion; and
is to be exercised by him pursuant to the 13th section of that Act, ‘by and
with the advice of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada.’

“ Taking into account the powers assigned to the Provincial Legislatures,
under the Act aforesaid, it ‘s eviaen. that they are only competent to legislate
upon certain subjects of a local nature, which can only affect provincial, or at
the most, Canadian interests, It is reasonable, therefore, that the tribunal which
must finally determine upon the validity or expediency of Provincia' legisla-
tion, and upon the propriety of the allowance or disallowance of Provincial
Acts, should be the central authority of the Dominion Government. The
exclusive jurisdiction of the Governot in Council upon such questions was
unanswerably maintained in a report to the Canadian Privy Council by the
Minister of Justice (Mr. Blake), of 22nd December, 1875, which treats of
Ministerial responsibility in connection with the disallowance of Provincial
Acts,

¢ But in deciding upon the validity or expediency of Provincial enactments,
the Governor in Coun il has no arbitrary discretion, The decigion of the
Dominion Government upon such questions must be in conformity with the

principles embodied in the British North America Act. That statute recog-
nizes and guarantees the principle of local self-government, in all cnses
within the competency of the Provincial authorities; and does not contem-
plate any interference therewith, except in regard to Acts which transcend
the lawful bounds of Provincial jurisdiction, or assert a principle taat might
injuriously affect other portions of the Dominion.

“ 1Tt is, indeed, a supposable case, that a Provincial Act might come under
review by the Dominion Governor in Council, which should be found to con- *
tain provisions ¢of an extraordinary nature and importance, such as if the
Bill had been enacted by the Dominion Parliament, the Governor, under the
Royal Instructions, would be required to reserve for the signification of the
Royal pleasure thereon, and that the Canadian Privy Council might deem
it expedient to advise that this particular measure should be permitted to go
into operation, contrary to the opinion of the Governor General. Whatever
proceedings the Governor General might be competent to take in such a con-
tingency, in order to vindicate his own judgment in the matter, it is obvious
that, under the British North America Act, he would not be at liberty to re-
serve the Bill for the consideration of the Crown ; for ‘as the power of con.
firming or disallowing Provincial Acts is vested by statute in the Governor
General of the Dominion, acting under the advice of his constitutional Ad-

i g
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visers, there is nothing in this case which gives to Her Majesty in Council
any jurisdiction over this question ’; though ¢ it is conceivable that the effect
and validity of ' any provincial enactment might, at some future time, ¢be
brought before Her Majesty, on an appeal from the Canadian Courts of
Justice.

« The foregoing considerations will materially assist us in concluding how
far the rules, in which we have ventured to define the righttul position of a
Colonial Governor towards his constitutional Advisers, are applicable to
Lieutenant Governors of the Canadian Provinces

«]t is true that these officers are appuinied by the Governor General in
Council, and that they hold a iess prominent and important position than
that of a Viceroy, a Governor, or a Lieutenant Governor, who is directly
nominated by the Crown. Consequently, they are not competent to adminis-
ter, by delegation, the royal prerogatives, either of mercy or of honour
Nevertheless, the Lieuienant Governors of the Canadian Provinces are ex-
pressly named in the Queen’s Commission appointing the Governor General,
and are therein empowered ¢ to exercise, from time to time, as they may judge
necessary, all powers lawfully belenging’ to the Sovereign, ¢in respect of
assembling, or proroguing, and of dissolving, the Legislative Councils, or the
Legislative or General Assemblies, of those Provinces, respectively,’

“ Moreover, in all the British Colonies, every act of the Executive runs in
the name of the Queen. Parliaments, whether federal or provincial, are
opened in Her name, and by Her Governors, ¢ Legislation is carried on in
Her name,~cven in provinces, as in Canada, which are directly subordinate
to a federal Government, instead of to Imperial authority.

“ 8o that, in a modified but most real sense, even the Lientenant Governors
of the Canadian Provinces are Representatives of the Crown. And inasmuch
as the system of responsible government has been extended and applied to
the Provincial Constitutions, within their respective spheres of action, as un-
reservedly as in the Dominion itself, it follows that that system ought to be
carried out, in its entirety ; and that the Lieutenant Governor should stand in
the same relation towards his Executive Council, and towards the Local Legis-
lature, as is occupied by the Governor General in the Dominion, or by the
Queen in the Mother Country.

« Under the British North America Act (section 59) a Lieutenant Governor
of a province holds office during pleasure, but is not removable within five
years from his appointment, ¢ except for cause assigned, which shall be com-
municated to him in writing within one month after the order for his removal

is made,’ which cause is also to be communicated, by message, to both Houses
of the Dominion Parliament,

“This enactment establishes a direct responsibility to the Canadian Parlia~
ment, not only for the selection of fit and proper persons to fill these impor-
tant posts, but also for any needful exercise of Executive authority in removing
a Lieutenant Governor from office, before the expiration of his term of service.
Accordingly, either House of the Dominion Parliament mu ¢ be regarded as
constitutionally competent to express an opinion, or to tender advice to the
Governor General, upon any matter arising out of the appointment of a Lieu-
tenant Governor, or his fulfilment of the duties entrusted to him ; just as the
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Imperial Houses of Lords and Commons are competent to deliberate and ad-
vise the Crown upon any question affecting the welfare of British subjects in
any part of the realm ;—but with this proviso, that inasmuch as an exclusive
jurisdiction, in certain specified matters, is conferred upon the Provincial
Legislatures,—by the Imperial Act under which both the Dominion and the
Provincia! Ccastitutions are regulated,—it is alike incumbent upon the
Dominion Parliament, upon the Governor General in Council, and upon the
Governor General as an Imperial Officer, representing the Crown in the Domi-
nion, to respect and uphold the federal rights secured to the several Provinces,
by that Statute, and to refrain from any encroachments thereupon, or inter-
ference therewith,”

It was no doubt a high tribute to the impartiality with which
Mr. Todd treated the subject—at any rate it was the fact—that
both those who condemned and those who defended the action of
Mr. Letellier, found in this pamphlet much which they regarded
as giving strength and support to the views for which they con-
tended.

On the 2nd April, Mr. DeBoucherville addressed a letter to His
Excellency the Earl of Dufferin, in reply to the “explanatory
case”’ submitted by the Lieutenant-Governor, in which he dealt
at length with Mr. Letellier's afraignment of the conduct of

his Government. Adopting His Honor's example, he summar-

izes his defence under ten heads. As to the first allegation, that
in general the recommendations of His Honor did not receive due
consideration, Mr. DeBoucherville submitted that it was the duty
of Responsible Ministers to advise the Lieutenant-Governor—not
to act upon his advice; at the same time, as in the case of the
Montmagny Councillorship, the Government had shown them-
selves disposed to pay proper deference to the views and wishes
of the representative of the Crown. Secondly, he denied alto-
gether that the name of the Lieutenant-Governor had been used
in the signature of documents which His Honor had not seen.
The proclamation fixing the day of Thanksgiving was the result
of a communication from Mr. Mackenzie, the Premier of the
Federal Government, which communication the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor had handed to Mr. DeBoucherville with the request that it
might be acted upon ; and Mr. DeBoucherville further stated that
both the proclamation in question, and that calling the Legisla-
ture for the despatch of business, had been signed by His Honor
and were of record with the proper officer. This, it will be seen,

covered the third and fourth, as well as the second, paragraphs of
His Honor's summary of complaints, As to the fifth and sixth,

Mr. DeBoucherville contended that he was justified, by the

e ey
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Lioutenant-Governor's authorization of the resolutions in respect
of finances, in submitting to the Legislature the measures affect-
ing the municipalitios which were remiss in paying bonuses they
had voted to the Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental Rail*
way, and in relation to the taxation of bank stock, &c.; but, at
any rate, the Lieutenant-Governor had accepted the explanations
made to him on these quostions, and had relieved the Ministers of
all imputation of inlentional discourtesy. Respecting the remain-
der of His Honor's “case,” Mr. DeBoucherville denied that the
Government, after its dismissal, had assigned other than the
reasons agreed upon for the adjournment of the Legislature from
day to day pending the formation of a new Cabinet; there wus
no stipulation on his (Mr. DeB.'s) part, as to the precise form of
of the explanations to be made to the House, and the explana-
tions which were made he was fully justified in making; the
conversations reported to the Legislature in exposition of the
dismissal were not, as His Honor alleged, pretended, but real;
and even if the allegations contained in the seventh, eighth, ninth
and tenth paragraphs of His Honor's “case” were correct, they
would constitute no justification for the act of dismissal, since
they referred to matters occurring subsequently.

On the 1st of May, the Provincial general elections came off,
amidst much general excitement. Their exact result remained the
subject of much dicpute and doubt until the meeting of the Legis-
lature, the friends of Mr. Joly’s Administration and the friends
of the Conservative Opposition both laying claim to a majority.
The Legislature met for the despatch of business on the 9th of
June. The Government had appointed Mr. Henry Starnes to the
office of President of the Legislative Council; they nominated
Mr. Arthur Turcotte, member for Three Rivers, as Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly, and succeeded in electing him by the
narrow majority of one. To some extent, however, the vote set
at rest the speculations as to their success or defeat at the general
elections, for the election of Speaker, when opposed, is usually
regarded as a test question. A long debate arose in both Houses
on the resolutions in reply to the Address. In the Legislative
Council, an amendment was passed by 16 votes to 5, censuring
the Lieutenant-Governor for dismissing the DeBoucherville Gov-
ernment while they possessed the confidence of both branches of
the Legislature, and selecting a Cabinet from the minority—a

course which was declared to be contrary to the recognized
principles of Responsible Government. In the Legislative
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Assembly an amendment was also added to the resolutions, by a
vote of 32 to 31, regretting “that the present advisers” of the
Licutenant-Governor should have “persisted in remaining in
power without having been supported by a majority of the
Legislative Assembly upon their taking office, and without
yet being supported by such a majority.” Mr. Joly, however,
refused to accept this as a vote of want of confidence in his Gov-
ernment, and stated that he preposed to challenge the support of
the House on his general policy. Accordingly, by the casting
vote of the Speaker, a ryder to this amendment was agreed to,
that “nevortheless, under present circumstances this House be-
lieves it to be its duty to give a general independent support to
the Government, in such a manner that the measures which it
proposes may be submitted to the judgment of this House.”

On the Tth November, Messrs, Chapleau, Church, and Angers,
who had been members of Mr, DeBoucherville's Administration,
addressed a petition to the Administrator of the Government
(Sir P. L. MacDougall) in Council, praying for the dismissal of
Mr. Letellier from the office of Lieutenant-Governor. In this
petition the official correspondence on the subject was quoted at
length, and the petitioners concluded by submitting :—

“ That the dismissal from office, by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec, of the DeBoucherville Government was, under the circumstances,
unjustifiable, unwise and subversive of the position accorded to the advisers
of the Crown since the concession of the principle of Responsible Govern-
ment to the British North American Colonies ; and that in his communications
with His Excellency the Governor-General respecting the aforesaid dismissal,
and the reasons which he alleges as having moved him to make such dismissal,

he has made statements unsupported by, and contradictory of, the official
documents te which they relate.

“ And that, in the opinion of the undersigned, such erroneous statements
as appear from the foregoing details, could not have been made by mistake or
failure of memory.

« Wherefore, the violation of the principles of Responsible Government

committed by the Lieutenant-Governor, and his actions as above represented,

are of a nature to imperil the peace and prosperity of the Dominion of
Canada, and to bring into disrespect the digmty of the Crown, and should be
dealt with under the authority granted the Honorable the Privy Council of
Canada by the 59th section of the British North America Act, 1867."

On the 22nd November, a copy of this petition was communi-

ated by the Under-Secretary of State to Mr. Letellier.

His Honor’s reply, dated the 9th December, to a large extent
covered the same ground as was traversed in his despatch to the
Earl of Dufferin of the 18th March. He took exception to the
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statement of the petitioners that the 59th section of the British
North America Act gave any authority to the Privy Council to
deal with cases of this nature, and pointed out that Licutenant-
Governors held their appointments during the pleasure of the
Governor-General, ‘“ whose office and position are wholly ignored
by the memorialists,” he alleged, “in strict accordance with the
practice which they followed as Executive Councillors towards
. the Lieutenant-Governor UI'QH\'I»N'.” He denied in toto the charge
that he had violated the principles of Responsible Government,
insisted upon his right to be consulted in all matters in reference
to which it was necessary that the influence of the Crown should
be used, defined the Bill imposing new taxes and that respecting
the Occidental Railway as coming within that class of measures,
and challenged denial of the assertion that he had never been
consulted with respect to either, He declined to admit that his
authorization of the Estimates could by any means be construed
to cover such measures as these. In reply to the complaint of
the Legislative Assembly that he chose a Ministry to succeed that
of Mr. DeBoucherville from the ranks of the minority, he pointed
out that he had requested Mr. DeBoucherville's advice as to whom
he should charge with the task of forming a new government, that
advice on the subject was refused, and that consequently he was
following the constitutional practice in sending for the Leader of
the Opposition ; and in proof that his judgment with respect to Mr,
DeBoucherville was in accordance with public opinion, he called
attention to the fact that the gentleman named had been super-
seded in the leadership of his party by the vote of his own
supporters, and Mr. Chapleau, one of the petitioners, had been
chosen to take his place. His (Mr. Letellier's) object in address-
ing Lord Dufferin, he explained, was not to prefer new charges
against Mr. DeBoucherville and his colleagues, but to apprise the
Governor-General of all the circumstances—a course which was
in accordance with the practice of the Governor-General himself,
in communicating with the Imperial authorities on all subjects of
interest. His objection to the communications made by Mr.
DeBoucherville's Government to the Assembly while the forma-
tion of a new Cabinet was in progress, was that the statement was
made that the DeBoucherville Ministry had been dismissed—a
statement which was made without authority, and had the effect
of prejudicing the Representative of the Crown in the public
estimation, before the documents showing oll the facts could be
laid before the House. He repeated his allegation that the pro-
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clamations relating to the calling of the Legislature and the
appointment of a day of Thanksgiving had been published pro-
fessedly with his signature in the Opiicial Gazette before his signa-
ture was given, and reminded Mr. DeBoucherville that, in order
to prevent irregularity, he had signed both proclamations after
their publication, but not without remonstrating both verbally
and by letter. He concluded by affirming the correctness of
every statement made in his despatch of 18th March to the Earl
of Dufferin, and his readiness to afford any further explanation
which might be required.

The rejoinder of Messrs. Chapleau, Church, and Angers, dated
the 19th December, is the last document before us on this subject,
and, like the despatch of the Lieutenant-Governor to which it
was an answer, necessar’ly repeated in substance much that had
appeared in previous State papers, They objected to the plea of

the Lieutenant-Governor as to th'jln‘.iM“('liHll of the Privy Council,

contending that the interpretation of the British North America
Act which has been universally accepted, is that wherever it
enacts that the Governor-General shall do anything, it has always
been understood to mean the Governor-General in Council. As to
the motives imputed to them in this connection, they resented
His Honor's suggestions as ‘“ unfair and untrue,” and protested
against ““ such insinuations against their loyalty and devotion to
the Crown and the Representative of the Soveriegn.” They
reiterated the statement that the authorization of the Fastimates
by the Lieutenant-Governor covered all the measures submitted
to the Legislature by the DeBoucherville Ministry, and held that
the conversation between His Honor and Mr. DeBouchervilla on
the subject of the Railway Bill implied the acquiesence of the
former, although he expressed his regret that such a measure was
brought before the House. The statement of His Honor as to the
time when the proclamations respecting the calling of the Legis-
lature and the appointment of a day of Thanksgiving were
signed, could not, they alleged, be credited, and they remarked
that no such statement was contained in his Despatch of the 18th
March to the Earl of Dufferin. They submitted that Mr. DeBou-
cherville, being a dismissed but not defeated Minister, could not
tender advice as to the choice of his suceccssor; that the advice
and protest of the Legislature on the subject should have prevented '
His Honor from selecting his Ministry from the minority; and
that the selection of Mr. Chapleau as Conservative Leader in the
Assembly, while Mr, DeBoucherville continued to lead the party
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in the Upper House, in no way sustained the Licutenant-Governor’s
judgment. They referred to the declaration of the Lieutenant-
Governor in decreeing the dissolution of the Legislature, that he*
did so for the purpose of ascertaining the sentiments of the
people on the actual state of affairs and on the Ministerial changes
which had taken place, and mentioned as an important fact that
the newly-elected Assembly had condemned that action ; but the
majority of the members, in view of the important public works
pending, did not consider themselves justified in refusing to
concur in a general aad independent manner with the measures
of the Governmnt, with which view the supplies were voted.
Furthermore, they reminded His Honor that his present Ministry
was at least dependent upon the casting vote of the Speaker, and
they added that ‘the well-known facts in connection with the
election of the Speaker of the House are hardly of a nature to
increase the importance of his vote.” ‘At all events,” pursued
the petitioners,

“This majority cannot be invoked by the Lieutenant-Governor to justify
his conduct. ¢Le succés ne fait jamais le droit,)—success is not justification;
and the electors would learn with consternation that a functionary of the
Federal Government, (whom neither the people of the Province nor their
representatives can constitutionally punish nor even censure) is to be pro-
tected from all censure and all punishment from those to whom he is directly
responsible, provided that by his violation of the Constitution he can procure
a majority, all the more easily obtained that he is less scrupulous as to the
means of obtaining it by his certitude of absolute impunity. In his memo-
randum of the 18th March, the Lieutenant-Governor tells His Excellency that
ho is reluctantly compelled to make revelations concerning the conduct of
his Ministers, to maintain the dignity of his office, to prove that his object
has always been to protect the constitutional liberties of the people, and
finally, ¢ because the existence of the Constitution is at stake’ We, on the
contrary, most respectfully hold that never has the Constitution received a
more severe blow. The responsibility of the Ministers for all the acts of the
Head of the State, and the absolute immunity of the latter, imply, necessarily,
an entire reciprocal confidence, and the inviolability of the secrecy of their
advice and counsel. No one can dispense with this rule without making
Responsible Government an impossibility. If the Head of the State were
allowed, after the struggle of partics has terminated in the House by the
adoption of a measure, to come and accuse his Ministers of having acted
through sordid motives or in any other reprehensible way, Ministerial resp. .-
sibility would be no more. Such an act from a constitutional monarch would
be a violation of the fundamental principles of Responsible Government, and
would expose him to dangerous conflicts with his Parliament. How much
more 8o does such an act, by a public officer who is responsible to a higher
authority, deserve reproof and punishment ?

“The Licutenant-Governor, after assuming his office, as he rdmits himself,
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gets persuaded that ministerial and administrative changes have become
necessary, and determines to use the influence attached to his position to
realize what he deems to be to the best advantage of the Province. The
Prime Minister, acting in accordance with the wishes of a large majority of
the national representation, follows a policy which does not commend itself to
the personal opinions of the Lieutenant-Governor., Immediately the Lieuten-
ant-Governor takes for mistrust or insubordination what was simply
respect for the people’s will, The most insignificant details are carefully
criticised, confidential conversations are secretly noted, involuntary mistakes
of employés are charged as grave errors of administration. Lastly, taking
advantage of the confidence which his Prime Minister had placed in him, and
the good faith with which he interpreted his words and his acts, he knowingly
allows the vote to be taken in both Houses on measures introduced by his
Cabinet, and then suddenly thwarts and arrests that legislation. He respects
neither the decisions of both Houses regarding these measures, nor the con-
fidence of the Houses in his Ministry, nor the energetic protestations of both
branches of the Legislature claiming the free exercise of representative gov-
ernment, He dismisses his Ministers and brusquely dissolves Parliament.

“ Then, to explain his conduct, the Lieutenant-Governor forwards to His
Excellency Lord Dufferin his memorandum, dated the 18th of March, which
alone, we humbly submit, would be enough to justify the dismissal of the
Lieutenant-Governor. In that factum, under the pretence of defending the
prerogative of the Crown, the Lieutenant-Governor divulges, in misconstruing
them, certain acts and confidential conversations, the secret of which is con
sidered as sacred by the Bovereign himself.”

Mr. DeBoucherville had already replied to the memorandum
of the Governor, and by this rejoinder the petitioners thought
they had completed the answer. To the allegation of the
Lieutenant-Governor that the DeBoucherville Administration
were controlled by railway rings, they entered an emphatic
denial; and their grievances against His Honor they summed
up as follows : —

1st. “ The Lieutenant-Governor, in dismissing his ministers when they
enjoyed the confidence of both Houses of the Legislature, and when they had
not been guilty, as the Lieutenant-Governor admits, of any wilful want of
respect for the prerogative of the Crown, has violated the principle of Respon-
sible Government,

2nd. “ The Lieutenant-Governor in giving as his reasons for the dismissal
of his Ministers, the introduction without his consent of two Bills having
reference to the financial interests of the Province, after he had really given
his authorization to these measures and after these measures had been fully dis-
cussed and voted upon in the Legislative Assembly, has been guilty of a breach
of good faith towards his advisers and of want of respect to the Legislature.

3rd. “ The Licutenant-Governor in his explanations laid before his Excel-
lency Lord Dufterin has divulged the secrets of his advisers, giving an
inaccurate version and a false interpretation to their words and actions; he has
attacked the authenticity of public records, questioned measures and acts of
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administration which he had long before sanctioned, and has rendered illusory
and impossible all guarantees for that mutual confidence which should ever
exist between the Chief of the Executive and his advisers,

“ The undersigned have not attempted to follow and discuss all the matters
referred to in the original memorial, nor in some instances to re-adduce proofs
and reflections therein contained, which answers explain or controvert allega~
tions made from time to time and in different documents by the Lieutenant.
Governor. The record must be considered as a whole, and from it and in it
will be found ample grounds for all they have advanced and asserted against
the Lieutenant-Governor, whilst it demonstrates the necessity which exists
that the constitutional rights of the people should be vindicated.” LocATION
Gove

It ought to be added that Sir Francis Hincks has made several

contributions to the discussion respecting Governor Letellier's I\L\l::
conduet, through the editorial columns of the Montreal Journal of OrFic
Commerce and by letters addressed to various newspapers, With- Peypi
out expressing any opinion as to the wisdom or unwisdom of Tas (
dismissing the DeBoucherville Government, Sir Francis has Mas
strenuously maintained that the Lieutenant-Governor acted l""le
strietly within the Constitution. Of those who have undertaken I:Lﬂ:
to vindicate Mr. Letellier’s exercise of his perogative as repre- Iwsox
senting the Crown, probably there are none whose views are NaTUI
entitled to be received with more deference than Sir Francis SuprE
Hincks, who has, in the course of a long and arduous public IMPRIS
service, had experience in the positions of journalist, member of Law o
Parliament, leader of the Opposition, Cabinet Minister, Premier, The lo
and representative of the Crown in a Colonial Government. Red Rive
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IxsoLveNt AcT. — WinpiNe ve or INsoLveEnt Ixsurasce CoMPANIES
NarurALizgp GERMANS. — PeriTions oF Rigur. — Comrursony VoriNg, —
SuereMeE Courr.—Civin Sgrvice Coseerimive ExamiNartions. — Peasons
IMPRISONED FOR LACK OF SURETIES TO KEEP THE PEACE.— ELEOTIONS ACtT —
Law oy Usury.—Arracks or NEwsraAPErs vpoN MEMBERS OF PARLIAMEN:

The location of the Pacific Railway from the crossing of the
Red River westward to the Saskatchewan country, has been the
subject of much discussion and difference of opinion among those
who have given attention and consideration to the question. M.
Sandford Fleming, the Chief Goverument Engineer, has consis-
tently*favored the route lying north of Lake Manitoba, and has
had his views very strongly supported by the verbally expressed
opinions and official reports of those of his subordinate officers
more immediately in charge of the work in that district. On the
other hand, the great majority of the people of Manitoba, but
particularly the settlers of the county of Marquette, have strenu-
ously contended that the road should be constructed south of the
Lake. Mr. Fleming's reasons for preferring the northern route,
briefly stated, are that in his opinion it is shorter, more direct,
and easier and cheaper so far as construction is concerned, than

the southern ; and he would further appear to regard the latter

as presenting engineering difficulties, in ¢ nnection with the
bridging of the several streams which would have to be crossed,
of a rather formidable character—an opinion which was fully
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confirmed by Mr. Marcus Smith, Assistant Chief Engineer, who
was specially commissioned, in 1877, to make a personal examina-
tion of the country and report upon the subject. The advocates
of the southern route disputed the whole premises of the Govern-
ment Engineers, who, they contended, were imperfectly informed
with respect to the character of the country traversed by the
northern route, which they alleged to be, for a considerable
portion of its length, mainly a succession of swamps and marshes,
that could never be thoroughly drained, and would at best offer
but a poor field for settlement and the pursuit of agriculture.
Indeed, there were those who did not scruple to assert that con-
struction would not merely be ruinously expensive, but next to
mmpossible, in many places in the neighborhood of the Narrows of
Lake Manitoba. It was urged, as a further reason for bringing
the road south of the Lake, that it would be of equal service for
national and for colonization purposes, opening up a large extent
of very valuable territory and adding but very little to the length
of the trans-continental line. Mr. Mackenzie, in the course of a
discussion of the question in the House of Commons, intimated
that while the Government had not yet finally determined upon
adopting the northern route, they must have much more positive
evidence against it and in favor of the other before taking the
responsibility of refusing to be guided by the opinions and advice
of their responsible officers.

A strong feeling exists in several quarters against Sunday
labor in any form, and various attempts have been made to
enforce the strict observance of the day upon railways, canals,
and all public works under the control of the Government.
The late Mr. Adam Gordon (South Ontario) had, in the course
of his too brief tenure of his seat as a member of the
House of Commons, in two successive sessions moved a resolu-
tion in favor of an “entire closing and cessation of (Sunday)
labor” upon these works, except “in cases of absolute and
unavoidable necessity ;” and Dr. Christie (Argenteuil), assuming
the fallen mantle of the deceased gentleman, submitted a similar
proposition during the session of 1878, Members generally
admitted the desirability of observing as decorously as possible
the “ one day in seven,” but Dr, Christie’s motion was regarded
as too rigid. An amendment was therefore moved by Mr. Colin
Macdougall (East Elgin), affirming all that was contended for by
the Member for Argenteuil as to the importance of observing the
day as strictly as practicable, but leaving the Government to
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judge as to the extent to which the rule should be applied on
Government works,

Objection had frequently been taken to the rules respecting
entrance examinations in connection with the Royal Military Col-
lege, Kingston, which required that the Cadets must know English
grammar, and write English correctly to dictation, thus practically
excluding young gentlemen of French origin from the institution.
In response to the representations of Mr. Langevin, Mr. Jones,
Minister of Militia, in the course of a discussion on the subject in
the House of Commons, promised that this cause of complaint would
be removed — indeed, the Government had already altered the
rules in that sense; but hedid not think it would be wise to carry
the alteration beyond the preliminary examination at present.

On the 7th March, Mr. Mills introduced in the House of Com-

mons & Bill providing for the creation of Homestead Exemptions
in the Territories of Canada.

The Bill provided that any person
having an estate in fee simple or a life estate in any lands in the

territories, if these lands lay outside the boundaries of an incor-
porated town or village, should register them as a homestead
exemption estate, and that the property so registered should not
be liable for any debts, up to the value of $2000, incurred subse-
quent to the time of its registration, except those incurred for
taxation or with the consent of the parties specially interested,
or who were on the register as the owners of this life estate, If
the proprietor was a married man, the name of his wife should
also be entered upon the register along with his own, and the
estate could not be sold or disposed of except with her consent;
and this homestead estate should be treated as the joint estate of
the husband and wife. In case the proprietor was not married
at the time af registration, but might subsequently become mar-
ried, his wife's name should be entered in the register. After the
death of the husband, his wife would remain in possession of the
property during her life, and after her death, any minor children
might possess the estate until they attained their majority. In
case of inheriting other property, or there was a devise made to
her, the wife must elect whether she would retain the homestead
exemption estate, or the estate devised to her, or the one she
inherited. Upon production of proof of adultery, the wife's
name might be struck out of the exemption as registered, where-
upon her rights would cease. There were, of course, other pro-
visions in the measure, but the foregoing are the leading features.
The Bill passed both Houses, and became law.
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In the course of the debate on Sir John Macdonald's amend-
ment to the motion for Committee of Supply, declaring in favor
of a readjustment of the tariff, a very important point was raised.
Mr. Mackenzie claimed that Sir John’s motion was one of want
of confidence in the Government, and that therefore the debate
should go on without interruption until a vote was reached. Si
John, on the other hand, insisted that his amendment, if carried,
did not involve the resignation of the Government ; it was merely
an assertion that a certain line of policy would be in the interest
of the country, but did not order the Government to bring down
a measure this session; and it was therefore absurd to say that it
was a motion of want of confidence.

Mr. Speaker said this was a question that had always given him
much trouble, and caused him a good deal of doubt. Although
he had carefully looked over the authorities, he had failed to find
any case in which an hon, member, making an attack on the
Government, did not desire to proceed with it. He took time,
however, to consider the question and consult the authorities;
and next day decided, “that unless both sides of the House
eonsent, or until after a notice of motion to that effect shall be
made and carried, the rules of the House, with regard to the
order of transacting the business of the House, must be adhered
to”—in other words, that unless by unanimous consent of the
House, discussions on motions of this kind need not go on from
day to day until a decision is reached.

On the same day (11th March), Mr. Speaker decided that
petitions from aliens could not be received by the House. The
understanding was arrived at, however, and concurred in by both
the leader of the Government and the leader of the Opposition,
that in the case of petitions like that in connection with which
the question before the House arose—the [!('lilin!l of the Connec
ticut Mutual Insurance Company, praying for an amendment of
the Insurance Law—an exception should be made; and the
]u'lilinll was received ul'\'ul‘l“nj.:'_\‘.

A Bill, introduced by Mr. Dymond (North York), was passed
into law during this session, declaring the husband or wife of a
defendant to Le a competent witness in a summary trial for
assault, or in a trial for a higher offence without a jury where thg
Court is of opinion that the case is really one of common assault.

On the 18th March, Mr. Laflamme, Minister of Justice, intro-
duced a Bill to give to the decrees of the On ‘ario Maritime Court
the same meaning and force as are attached to those of the Court
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of Chancery. This Bill passed both Houses. But another measure,
introduced on the same day, to abolish the office of Receiver-
General and to create ‘he office of Attorney-General—who would
be a Cabinet Minister and preside over the Law Department
along with the Minister of Justice—was thrown out in the
Senate. The bill was objected to by Sir John Macdonald in the
Commons, because it proposed to create an Attorney-General, an
office which he did not think required; but he approved of the
abolition of the office of Receiver-General; and he moved an
amendment in this sense, which was defeated. The Senate,
however, the majority of whom supported Sir John's views,
refused to pass the measure, and it fell to the ground.

Still another bill introduced on'the same day as the foregoing,
to empower the Government, subject to the approval of the House
of Commons, to lease the Pembina Branch of the Pacific Railway,
or make running arrangements with roads joining it to the south,
passed the House of Commons without amendment. But the
Senate altered the measure so as to require that the lease should
be made subject to their approval as well. The Commons dis-
agreed from this amendment, on the ground, as stated by the
Premier, that the Senate was usurping the rights of the popular
branch of the Legislature, and that it had been the uniform
practice, both in England and Canada, to submit such contracts
to the House of Commons alone. The Senate insisted upon the
amendment, and Mr. Mackenzie announced in the Lower House
that the bill would in consequence be abandoned, as he refused
to countenance the pretensions of the Senate, upon whom must
rest the responsibility of defeating a measure which the Govern-
ment deemed necessary in order to secure early railway commu-
nication with Winni]n-',:, the centre of immigration and settle-
ment in the North-west. At the same time, the hon. gentleman
made the important statement that while he had been one of
those who, at the time the terms of Confederation were being
discussed, favored the constitution of the Senate as it now exists,
the experience of ten or twelve years had greatly modified his
opinions on the subject. Sir John Macdonald and Dr. Tupper
both held that the powers insisted upon by the Senate constitu-
tionally belonged to that body, that similar powers had always
heretofore been exercised by the Upper Chamber in Canada, and
that in this respect the precedents afforded by the custom of
Parliament in the Mother Country were no more than adhered
to. The Bill was abandoned, but Mr. Mackenzie intimated that

8
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the Government would see if !h(')’ could not find other means of
carrying out their intentions with respect to the leasing of
the Pembina branch—if not to the full, at least to some
extent. As a matter of fact, a contract was subsequently made
between the Government and the St. Paul and Pacific Railway
Company for the operation of the Branch for a period of ten
years, from the 1st Angust, 1879, subject, under stated conditions,

to revooation by the Governor-in-Council.

On the 18th March, Mr. Mackenzie laid upon the table of the
House of Commons a return, containing copies of all Orders-in-
Council and Correspondence between the Imperial and Canadian
Governments, and other correspondence relating to an amnesty

W. B. O'Donohue. From this return it appears that on the
20th September, 1877, Mr. Laflamme, Minister of Justice, sub-
mitted to Council the following memorandum :

« With reference to the case of W. B. 0'Donohue, I beg to report that on the
12th February, 1875, resolutions proposed by Mr. Mackenzie for an address to
His Excellency the Governor-General, praying that he would be pleased to
take such steps as might be best calculated to accomplish a full amnesty to
all persons concerned in the North-west troubles therein mentioned, except
Louis Riel, Ambrose Lepine, and W. B, O'Donohue, and a like amnesty to Louis
Riel and Ambrose Lepine on condition of five years’ banishment from Her
Majesty’s Dominions, were adopted, and an address in pursuance thereof was
subsequently presented. That in pursuance of that address, on the 23rd of
April, 1875, His Excellency issued his proclamation granting such absolute
conditional amnesty in respect of all matters touching the part taken by the
persons mentioned in the years 1869-70, prior to the 1st September, 1870,
with regard to the matters therein recited. That nearly half the period of
banishment on condition of which the amnesty was granted to L. Riel and
A. Lepine has now elapsed, and the time seems to have arrived at which the
case of W, B. O'Donohue may be disposed of : I recommend accordingly that
a parion be now granted to W, B, O’Donohue in the same terms and on the
same conditions, viz., five years’ banishment from the 23rd April, 1875, as has
been fixed to the grant of pardon to Riel and Lepine. Having regard toethe
observations made in the despatch of the Secretary of State for the Colonies
of the 7Tth of January, 1875, with reference to the imposition in the case of
Riel and Lepine of the condition of banishment, it appears to me that there
can be no objection to dealing with the case of O’Donohue in like manner,
more particularly since O'Donohue has been for some time in foreign parts.”

The Committee of the Privy Council recommended this memo-
randum for the approval of Iis Excellency the Governor-General,
whoapproved it accordingly on the 22nd, aud four days later trans-
mitted the order to the Colonial Secretary, who acknowledged
its receipt on the 17th December.

On the 19th March, Mr. Cartwright introduced one of the
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auditing of the Public Accounts. The main object of the Bill
was to provide for the appointment of an Auditor-General, who
should hold his office—not during pleasure, as do the Deputy
Heads of the various Departments, but during good behaviour,
and who should be removable only, as are judges, on an address
by both Houses of Parliament. The purpose was to make the
Auditor-General an entirely independent officer, and thus inspire
the public with perfect confidence in the Public Accounts. The
Bill was modelled chiefly after the English Act, with such modi-
fications as the different condition of Canada required. Provision
was made, too, for the appointment of a Deputy Minister of
Finance, who should also be Secretary of the Treasury Board.
The Bill, which was a long one, and remodelled not only the
whole system of audit, but also much of the routine of the
Department of Finance, was well received by both Houses, and

passed with considerable eclat. Under its provisions, Mr. John

Lorn McDougall, for some years and at the time of his appoint-
ment member of the House of Commons for South Renfrew, was
selected by the Government for the post of Auditor-General, and
Mr. J. M. Courtney, formerly Chief Clerk of the Treasury Board,
was appointed Deputy Minister of Finance—Mr. John Langton,
who formerly held the conjoint offices of Auditor-General and
Deputy Minister of Finance, retiring upon & superannuation
allowance.

Sir A. J. Smith, Minister of Marine and Fisheries, who, by the
way, received his knighthood during the session, in consideration
of his valuable services in connection with the Fisheries Arbitra-
tion, was the author of a measure, which duly passed into law,
providing for the repeal of Section 23 of “ The Merchant Shipping
Act, 1876," as respects all ships in Canadian waters, “from and
after the time which may be fixed for thit purpose by the pro-
clamation of the approval and confirmation by Her Majesty in
Council of he Act to be passed for effecting such repeal.” It was
enacted, with regard to deck-loads, that they shonld be measured
it the place of loading, and that the Custom-house officer or the
officer of the Board of Trade should have this measnrement
entered in the company’s book, and give the captain a statement
of the tonnage of the deck cargo which was to be added to the
registered tonnage of the vessel, on which dues were paid. The
vessel was liable for fees and dues on this deck cargo, plus her

registered tonnage. The Government thought that this was a

most impnrlunl measures of the session—a Bill respecting the
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matter which really came within the competence of this Parlia
ment, and that, in this relation, Imperial legislation should not
be made applicable.

The same gentleman was also the author of an amendment to
the Deck-Loads Act, permitting cattle to be carried as a deck-
load, notwithstanding the provisions to the contrary contained
in 36 Vict., cap. 56,

Mr. Huntington, Postmaster-General, had the Post Office Act
amended s0 as to empower Postmasters to mark letters suspected
to concern lotteries, gift concerts, or fraudulent schemes of any
sort, with a warning to that effect; also providing that United
States mails carried over any portion of Canada, under an agree
ment batween the two CGovernments, should be considered Her
Majesty’s mails.

An Act was also passed, uxtending the operation of the Railway
Act to Prince Edward Island, and giving power to the Judges of
the Supreme Court of the Province to act under it.

An Act respecting Stamps on Notes and Bills was also passed
(introduced by Mr. Laurier, Minister of Inland Revenue), providing
that on bills, drafts or notes drawn out of Canada, and payable
within, stamps may be affixed at the time of acceptance or endorsa
tion, that date being used in the cancelling instead of the date of
making; and neglect of this may be remedied by subsequently
affixing double stamps. Any such security wherever made,
found among effects of a deceased person, may be renaered valid
by the executor, &c., affixing double stamps and cancelling with
his initials and date. In a suit on such security lost or destroyed,
if the defence alleges it was not stamped or insufficiently so, it is
enough to affix double stamps to the record or a document in it.
Such security may be received in evidence in criminal proceed-
ings, though unstamped. In an action for the penalty, after
payment of the bill, &c., proof that the defendant knew that it
was unstamped or insufficiently so, at its maturity, and did not
affix double stamps, must be made. The mere reception of such a
note is not sufficient to incur the penalty. No stamp is required
under the Act, upon a notarial document.

The same gentleman was the author of a measure repealing
the import duty on malt, and providing that on importation from
England or a foreign country, the article must at once be put in a
bonded warehouse, and be bonded under the excise regulation
then in force, and subject to the same duty as malt made in
Canada. If not so bonded when imported, it is forfeited.
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Mr. Mills had the Act respecting conflicting claims to lands in
Manitoba so amended that parties claiming would be in the same
position as in an ordinary suit, and the Commissioner for the
settlement of disputed claims had th  power conferred upon him
of enforcing the ttendance of witn sses and of compelling them
to give evidence,

Mr. Barthe (Richelieu), on the 2Tth March, re-introduced a
Bill to repeal the Insolvent Law which he had submitted the
previous year, but only again to meet with defeat. A long and
interesting discussion followed, during which a great deal of
dissatisfaction was expressed with the results of the law: but
ultimately Mr. Barthe's Bill was given what is known as the
“six months’ hoist,” on the motion of Mr. A. T. Wood
(Ilamilton), by a vote of 99 to 55.

Mr Blake (South Bruce), on the 1st April, introduced a Bill
to make provision for the winding up of Insolvent Incorporated
Fire and Marine Insurance Companies. In moving the first
reading, he remarked that a very large proportion of the creditors
of an insolvent Insurance Company were generally persons who
had claims for unearned premiums. The Bill provided that the
persons preferring such claims should be made creditors for the
proportion of unearned premium against the assets of the com-
pany, follov/ing out, in that particular, thé provision made in the
general law, The first or post notice g'ven to the vast mass of
creditors should receive sufficient publicity by being inserted in
the Gazette and a local newspaper. It would be the duty of the
assignee, after examining the records of the company and taking
the evidence of its officers, to collocate to those persons as cre-
ditors on a dividend of loss, giving them at the same time the
right, if they disputed the award, to make a claim, and giving to
those whose claims would amount to $10 the power to collocate
without going to an expense which would swallow up their
claim altogether. The assignee would be authorized, with the

assent of the creditors (given at a meeting where the policy
holders might vote if their claims were each under $100), to act

on a resolution to be afterwards drawn by a Court or the Judge,
making provision for the transfer of outstanding risks to any
solvent insurance company reported by the Superintendent of
[nsurance as being in a satisfactory condition. The assets of the
insolvent company would remain in the hands of the assignee as
security for the performance of the obligations undertaken by
the new company.
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In 1875, an address to Her Majesty was passed by the House
of Commons, on motion of Mr. Young (South Waterloo), praying
that naturalized Germans and other Canadian subjects of Her
Majesty might be recognized and protected in all parts of the
world. In reply to a question formally submitted by Mr. Young
during this session (1878), Mr. Mackenzie stated that the only reply
received to that address was a despatch from Lord Carnarvon,
published in the Sessional Papers of 1876, in which his Lordship
stated that it was not possible, at that time, to make arrange-
ments with the view of carrying out the views adopted by the
House of Commons in the resolution and address. But his Lord-
ship propased, after the work of the Session was over, to take
the matter up with the view of finding some solution. That had
never been done; at least, no despatch had been received from
the Imperial authorities since that date.

A discussion of some importance took place in the Hovse of
Commons, on a motion of Mr. Taschereau (Montmagny), tor a
return of all the Petitions of Right transmitted to the Secretary of
State since the passing of the Act (1876) providing for that mode
of obtaining redress against the Crown. In making the motion
Mr. Taschereau said it was well known that, by section 111 of
the British North America Act, Canada was made liable for the
debts and liabilities of each Province existing at the time of the
Union. It had been the practice, he believed, of the Minister of
Justice, heretofore, to refer petitions of right, founded on claims
made against any Province existing before Confederation, to the
Government of the Province concerned, and to suspend the
granung of the fiat authorizing the trial of the petition until the
Local Government had given an answer. He believed the pre-
tension that the Local Government should be consulted before
the granting of the fiat, was one that could not be maintained.
The proper time for this was when the fiat had been granted.
The Federal Government was then quite justified in applying to
the Local Government for instructions to defend or admit the
claim. It had been laid down, he thought by the hon. member
for South Bruce, while Minister of Justice in 1876, that an officer
of the Crown could refuse a fiat when a petition of right was
not plainly shown to be a just one. Such, also, was the rule in
England, and he thought it should be adhered to by the present
Minister of Justice. The Dominion Act did not confer a new
right; it merely established a Court in Canada where suits
brought by subjects against the Crown might be determined
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378.
In this respect the Dominion Act was the same in effect as
the English law passed in 1865 or 1866.—Mr. Laflamme said
the practice here was exactly the same as in England—that
is, to grant a fiat in every instance where the statement of
the petitioners was fully exposed and substantiated; but where
it was clear that the applicant had no case against the Crown,
it was only right that the fiat should be refused.—Sir John
Macdonald thought no petition should be refused unless a legi
timate claim against the Crown could not be shown.—Mr. Blake
supported the principle contained in the Act, which he said was
that laid down by himself during his tenure of the office of
Minister of Justice.

On the 2nd April, Mr. McDougall (South Renfrew) introduced
a Bill to compel voters to attend at elections of members of the
House of Commons. The Bill only reached its first reading, but
a somewhat important discussion arose in connection with it.
Sir John Macdonald objected that a sufficient explanation of the
provisions of the measure had not been made by the hon. member.
Unless the House were more fully informed, he intimated that
he would have the Bill read. Mr. McDougall thought fullex
explanation unnecessary, as that would be merely doing on the
first reading what must be done under any circumstances on the
second reading. Mr, Langevin then demanded that the Bill he
read, and this demand was acceded to; upon which Mr. Speake
remarked that the practicg insisted upon in this case was an old
Hlu‘«'X|JINI(Wl«Ih\n In answer to a qlh‘~1hln. he stated that it was
contrary to the law of all Parliaments to introduce a Bill in
blank, and it was open to any member, on the introduction
taking place, to call upon the Speaker to inform the House
whether it was in blank or whether it was perfect.

An Act was passed (Mr. Laflamme) during this session,
amending the Supreme Court Act so as 4o increase the number
of the terms of the Court from two to four; also to regulate
appeals from the Lower Provinces. An appeal could be brought
from those Provinces for 85, and it was proposed to make the
appealable sum 8100 and upwards, The :\]»]wuluhlv amount for
the Province of Quebec was maintained at £2,000. In Ontario
the matter is regulated by the law of the Province. Appeals
were also made to include all constitutional questions relating

to the interpretation of Statutes; and provision was made with

respect to any case of disqualification of Judges sitting in this
Court, in order to prevent unjust delay.
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Mr. Casey (West Elgin), who has taken a decp interest in the
reform of the Civil Service, on the 4th A]Jl‘i] introduced a Bill to
ensure the better qualification of public servants, and the greater
efficiency and economy of the public service, He said it was
intended, in the first place, to constitute a board outside of the

existing Civil Service, to carry out a change in the mode of

selecting public officials, by substituting a triple selection instead
of patronage. This triple selection would consist in a qualifying
cxamination, intended to show the fitness of individuals for the
Service, which was to be followed by a competitive examination,
and the required number was to be selected from those who were
found to be sofit. The process would conclude with a year's trial,
until the completion of which the person nominated would have
no claim to a permanent appointment in the Service. The Bill
also provided for uniform promotion throughout the Service,
both inside and outside, and that the higher positions, with cer-
tain exemptions noted, should only be filled by promotion from
the ranks below. Certain officers in each Department would
constitute a staff entirely at the disposal of the responsible Min-
ister, who, of course, would require to have in positions nearest
him people in whom he had full confidence. There were also
certain provisions as to discipline, &c., and full details were given
as to the mode of conducting the examinations and other par-
ticulars regarding the process of selection. Only the first stage
was taken with this Bill.

An Act was passed (Mr. Laflamme) providing that when a
person has been imprisoned because he cannot procure sureties
that he will keep the peace, notice is to be given by the keeper
of the gaol to the judge who presides at Quarter Sessions, in
Ontario and Quebec, to a judge of the Supreme Court or County
Court in other Piovinces except Manitoba—there to a judge
of the Queen’s Bench,—and to a Stipendiary Magistrate in the

Territories, who may, in his discretion, release him or make

other order in his case after notice to the complainant,

The Minister of Justice was also the author of a Bill, which
duly became law, to amend the Elections Act, of which the fol-
lowing are the leading provisions: The use of an envelope for
ballots is done away with. A counterfoil is provided. On the
ballot paper the names of the candidates as described in the
nomination papers, alphabetically arranged, are printed at the left
hand. The names are divided by lines, and the mark of the
voter made in the division in which the name of a candidate is
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thus placed, renders his vote valid for that candidate. The
Deputy Returning Officer, when giving the voter his ballot, puts
his initials on its back and a number on the counterfoil corres-
ponding with the number against the voter's nam« in the list.
After marking his ballot, the voter folds it so that the initials of
the Deputy Returning Officer can be seen on the back—and
hands it to that officer, who tears off the counterfoil and destroys
it, and puts the ballot in the box in the presence of the elector.
The Deputy Returning Officer is to instruct the voter how he is
to mark and return his ballot, without, however, directing or
inquiring as to the nameo of the candidate for whom he is to vote.
Any voter showing his ballot paper marked, or allowing the
candidate for whom he votes to be known, or any person inducing
a voter to do so, forfeits $200. But a person who cannot mark
his own paper, through blindness, or other physical incapacity,
or inability to read, and swears to the fact, may have his paper
marked for him by the Deputy Returning Officer, who must
enter the fact in the list opposite his name. If any candidato is
absent and unrepresented at the opening of the box and counting
of the balots, three voters must be present. Agents authorized
in writing are always entitled to represent a candidate in pre-
ference to voters without written authority. The spoiled and
unused ballots must be packed up and returned, as well as those
used in voting. The Returning Officer must make his return to
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery six days after his verification
of the returns of the Deputy Returning Officer, unless meantimeo
he is served with notice of a recount before a judge. Upon
affidavit of any credible witness that there is reason to believe
that any ballots have been improperly counted or rejected, a
deposit of $100 for costs being first made, a County or Superior

Court Judge, usually doing judicial duty in or for the electoral

district, may issue an order to the Returning Officer and election
clerk to bring the ballots before hlm, and within four days,
having given notice to the candidates, proceeds to recount tho
ballots and make the final addition. Both candidates or their
agents or three voters must be present. The judge must examine
the used and counied ballot papers, those rejected, and those
spoiled, and no others. He proceeds day by day continuously,
Sundays, the time for necessary refreshment, and the nights
between 6 P.M. and 9 A.M., excepted. He re-seals the packages
and makes his return to the Returning Officer, who, in case of
an equality of votes, may still give the casting vote. The latter
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judge. In case of any trial for corrupt practices, if the Court
requires it, the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery may produce the
ballots or other papers, and deposit them with the Clerk or
Registrar, taking a receipt. The Returning Officers are not now
furnished with extracts from Provincial laws affecting the fran-
l'hl“'

An attempt was made by Mr. Barthe to get the assent of the
House of Commons to a Bill limiting the rate of usury to 8 per
cent. The majority of the House, however, were of opinion that
any attempt to limit the rate of interest would but aggravate the
evil it was intended to cure, and the Bill was thrown out, on the
motion for its second reading, by 122 votes to 24.

On the 11th April, Mr. Costigan (Victoria, N.B.) desired to
bring to the notice of the House of Commons, as a matter of
privilege, attacks made upon him in several newspapers. Mr.
Holton objected to this, and declared the custom, which was
becoming common here, unprecedented in the British Legisla-
ture. Sir John Macdonald contended that it was not only not
unprecedented, but there were numerous instances in which the
thing had been done in the British Parliament, and it was both
the privilege and the duty of an hon. member to bring before
the House any matter affecting his position.—Mr. Speaker said

“ With regard to the discussion of matters that appear in newspapers, and
the practice of replying to them in this House, I must say that I think, as far
as I can judge of Parliamentary practice, and precedent, and law, that it is
exceedingly objectionable. If any hon. member finds, or thinks he finds, in a
newspaper article reason for bringing the proprietor or writer to the Bar of the
House to answer to a charge of breach of privilege, it is clearly within his
right to move in the matter in this House, to bring it under the notice of this
House, and to submit a resolution, asking the House to pass it, for the appre-
hension of the party. The whole practice of referring to newspaper articles
in Parliament is of very modern date. It is not very long ago since it was
not allowed, even in debate, to quote a passage from a newspaper article in
the House. With regard to quotations from newspaper articles in the House
of Commons in England, by way of explanation, I may say that I believe that
such a practice is exceedingly rare at least. Hon. members have this Session
called attention to newspaper articles, stating that they weresunfounded and
unwarranted, and there the whole matter rests, The House has chosen to
tolerate it,and I did not feel at all justified in interfering, though I felt all along
that the practice was objectionable, and growing to very extraordinary pro-
portions. 1 did not desire to assume the position of a lecturer of the House,
but I very often felt tempted to express an opinion ; ! now feel, however,
that the hon. member for Victoria should have the same opportunity whica
several other hon, members have had during this and previous Sessions.”
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On the 11th April, Mr. Mackenzie, in accordance with a notice

duly given, rose to move that an address be presented to His

Excellency the Earl of Dufferin, Governor-General, in the follow
ing terms
May 11 PrLease Your EXCELLENCY,

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Canada, in
Parliament assembled, beg leave to approach Your kxcellency with the
expression of the deep feeling of regret which we experience at your approaci-
ing departure from Canada

We feel it to be a duty to assure Your Excellency that the zealous devo-
tion of your great abilities, on all occasions, to the public interests, is held in
high appreciation ; and that, especially, the visits to each of the Provinces
and Territories of the Dominion, by which Your Excellency has familiarized
yourselt with the character of the people and the resources of the country
and the eloquent speeches in which Your Excellency has enlarged on these
topics, have been aitended with the most beneficial results in attracting
attention to Canada

+ We arc highly sensible of the great degree in which literature and art and
the industrial pursuits have received encouragement from Your Excellency’s
efforts and liberality.

We venture to convey the assurance that Your Excellency and your
distinguished Consort will bear with you, on leaving us, our warmest wishes
for your future welfare and happiness ; that we rejoice in the conviction that
though Canada may no longer possess the advantage of Your Excellency’s

yerience and knowledge of public affairs in so exclusive a degree as she has
enjoyed them in the past, this country will continue to have in Your Excel-
lency a friend and advocate; and that it is our heartfelt wish that for many
vears the Empire at large may have the benefit of Your Excellency’s rip
wisdom, experience, and eminent abilities

In making this motion, Mr. Mackenzie said

I rise at present to perform a duty which 1 f in a sense, to be one in
which I may take great pleasure ; in another sense, it is one which gives me
some pain. I rise to propose an Address to His Excellency the Governor-
General, expressive of the feelings of this House towards him on the occasion
of his departure from this country, and I am sure that I completely represent
the feelings of every member of this House, when I ray we look upon that
event, now near at hand, as one which will be regretted by every resident of
Canada, as well as every member of this House, The position of Governor-
General of a great Colony like Canada,—a country exalted above the ordinary
condition of colonies, and embracing within its borders an entirely new
system of Government, although that gystem of government is coneistent
with that of other great British colonies—involves duties, labours, anxieties
and responsibilities correspondingly great, and we can easily understand the
difficulties whieh must beset even the most experienced statesman coming
from the Mother Country to assume the conduct of affairs, and «ct as the
representative of Her Majesty in this Dominion. We are, therefore, oxpected,
on the arrival of a new Governor-General, to aid him by our sympathies in the
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discharge of the responsible duties which he is called upon to discharge. It
may, however, be thought by some, that the office of a Governor-General or
Licutenant-Governor of any of the British colonies is one of comparatively
small importance as regards the political life and general prosperity of that
country. I do not believe that to be the case. I believe the Governor of any
country has a great deal to do, by judicious management of the affairs which
are committed to his hands, in promoting or retarding the general
prosperity of that particular colony. We have had in Canada a long
experience of the public men of England who have been sent out here in that
capacity, We have had some of the ablest men that could be furnished
by the Empire sent to rule over us in the name of her Majesty; but,
I venture to say, that amongst all the celebrated men who have held that
position in this country, none will be remembered with feelings of greater
gratitude or kindliness than the present Governor-General, Lord Dufferin
He has endeavoured, since his advent among us, not merely to discharge
his high duties with impartiality, and in that manner which becomes
the representative of Her Majesty in a constitutionally-governed country
inhabited by a high-spirited, intelligent people; but he has endeavoured,
by every means in his power, to make the name of Canada known all over
the world, so far as his personal influence and efforts, aided by his political
position, would enable him to do so. He has exerted himself to accom-
plish this end in a way that no other Governor-General has done. To be

sure, no other Governor-General has had quite the same opportunities, be

Ause
Canada, as an aggregation of smaller Provinces, has not been in existence
many years. His Excellency has endeavoured to make himself intimately
acquainted with the wants and resources of all portions of the vast Dominion
over which he was called to rule ; and, by his successive journeyings through
the various Provinces of the British Empire on this continent, he has, perhaps,
made himself better acquainted with the entire political system under which
we live, and the peop!s which inhabit the various Provinces, and the resources
of the Provinces, than any Governor-General who ever lived in this country. It
is a mattter of congratulation to us to know that such effort has been made by
one who holds so distinguished a position among his peers in the mother land ;
and, although we shall very soon have occasion to lament his departure from
among us, we may yet calculate with absolute certainty that the intimate
knowledge and warm appreciation of this country which he has shown in all
his public utterances, will lead him to give a hearty response to any request
made by this Dominion to him, and that he will do anything in his power
which can advance the material interests of this country. I have often
remarked the extraordinary influence which some of His Excellency’s speeches
have had in the Old Country. During his visits to several of the Provinces
speeches have been made by him which commanded the attention of all parts
of England, Scotland and Ireland, as well as of other countries, especially with
reference to the various resources of this Dominion. Those speeches were the
opinion of a distinguished English statesman as to Canada’s capacity for main-
taining a vast population, proud of its relations to the Empire and the certainty
of future greatness ; and I venture to say that no agency has been more potent
in making Canada known to the world than these utterances of His Excel-
lency, circulated as they have been through the Press of Europe. Whatever
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may be His Excellency’s future, we can never fail to look upon those speeches

of his, and his other efforts, otherwise than as efforts made for the advance-
ment of Canadian interests, as efforts which we have no doubt—which we
have abundant proof already—have conduced greatly to that end. It is,
therefore, with the very greatest pleasure that 1 assume the task, as a member
of the Government, of moving an Address expressive, in some degree, of the
feelings which this House entertains for His Excellency, of our approval of his
course as Governor-General, and of our hearty good wishes for his future career

I should but ill-fulfil my task, which I feel to be a difficult one, were I o
refrain from saying a word regarding our personal relations. It has been my
tortune, ag a member of the Government, to have, as a matter of course, the
most intimate relations with His Excellency for a number of years, and I can
only say, as anyone else¢ who has had the same relation must say, that
they have been of the most gratifying kind; and it is always a matter of
congratulation to find that the experience of our public men with those
who have been sent from Britain for a time to act in the capacity of re-
presentative to Her Majesty, should be of such a character as to leave no
ill-feeling behind, It will be observed, Sir, that I have made a reference in
this Address to His Excellency's distinguished Consort, and I need only say

in regard to that distinguished lady, that she has amply and fully seconded
His Excellency’s efforts in all that could possibly be expected by the most
exacting, in the position she has occupied. Every member of this House will
always gratefully remember Her Excellency's efforts to minister to their
enjoyment, and all good wishes will accompany her from Canadians through
all her future life,

Sir John A. Macdonald : Mr. Speaker, like the hon. the First Minister, I
rise with mingled feelings of regret and pleasure to second this resolution.
Like him, like the people of Canada, and like the members of this House, I
feel the greatest regret at the approaching departure of the illustrious repre-
sentative of our Sovereign in this country., Butl rise with pleasure to express
in my humble way my high appreciation of his great qualities as the repre-
sentative of our Sovereign during the six years he has fitly and fully repre-
sented the dignity, the responsibility, the power and the influence of the
Crown, Like the hon, the First Minister, I would say that the office of
Governor-General is not a mere formal office. Itis one of great power. It
is one of great dignity. It is one of the greatest responsibility, and the
Governor-General is a person elevated, like the SBovereign, far above the
shifting party politics of the day. He is at the helm of state, iHe guides,
advises, warns and counsels, and he—while others, absorbed in party politics,
may forget for the moment the interests of the country—has only one object
before him, and that is the common interests of all. That is a duty thrown
by the Sovercign upon her representative, and everyone must admit, and
everyone cheerfully admits, that the duty has been fully and ably performed
by the Earl of Dufferin, It is especially important on this continent, where
Republican institutions prevail, ‘that monarchy should show its beneficent
gide; and if ever monarchy was rendered pleasant, if ever the principles of
monarchy were maintained, and the usefulness of monarchical institutions fully
vunlimu;d, they have been vindicated in the manner in which the representa-
tive of the monarch has performed his duties during the last six years. And
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so it is that feelings of regret prevail on both sides of this House, and among
both political parties into which this country is divided, at the approaching
departure of His Excellency ; and that they unite, as T know they do cordi-
ally, sincerely, and from the bottom of their hearts, in their tribute of respect
and affection to the Earl of Dufferin. As the hon. the Prime Minister has
said, the Address would not be perfect if it did not contain our sentiments
towards His Excellency's consort. Under a Government like this, under
monarchy, and in a country governed by monarchical institutions, the consort
of the Sovereign, or the consort of the representative of the Sovereign, always
holds, and must be held to assume a political character, and that illustrious
lady, as the Prime Minister has truly said, bas fitly and well seconded the
efforts of the Governor-General to maintain the dignity, the honour and the
popularity of the position which they have held. While we regret, Sir, that
80 soon we are to be bereft of the presence of these two illustrious personages,
we have the consolation to which my hon, friend opposite alluded, that we
have not lost their services for ever. Fortunately, the Governor-General is
still a young man, still in the prime of life. Although ripe in experience
gathered from many lands, and through holding many positions, he is still a
young man, and we may look forward to many years of his influence in a
higher position—high as his present position is—in the counsels of the
Mother Country. He has won, as we all know—and we have evidences of it
from the honor that has been conferred upon him since he has been
Governor-General—the confidence of the illustrious Lady he represents. Any
one who reads the Press knows that he not only has the confidence of the
fourth estate in England, but that of the Sovereign ; and, with the Sovereign
and the Press both fully appreciating his great qualities, he will, I am satisfled,
if Providence spares his life and health, for many years hold as high a position
—aye, and a still higher position, than that he is about, to our infinite regret,
to vacate. As this Address says, truly we, everyone of us, know that wherever
he zoes, whatever position he may be placed in, he will always have a kindly
remembrance of the Dominion of Canada. He knows quite well with what a
feeling of affection the people of Canada regand him, and he would be less than
A man, or more than man, if he did not return that feeling, but we know
that he will do it. It is fortunate he is 8o youmg & man. If we look back, as
I can, it will be seen that it is our mishap that of all the representatives o#
the Sovercign that have governed the old Provinces ot Canada, there is only
one still left, and he, from the position he at present holds, is deprived oi the
opportunity, whatever his desire to do so may be, of standing as the advocate
of the future interests of Canada. But with a certain future, if God spares
him, and health before him, we know we shall have, in the great sphere of
usefulness that is open for him, when he leaves this country, after such a
successful reign, for reign it was, a powerful, firm and sincere advocate of the
best interests of the Dominion, in the Earl of Dufferin. These sentiments, I
believe, must impress themselves, and do impress themselves, upon the hearts
and reasons of everyone. With these remarks, I have the greatest pleasure
in seconding the resolutions of the hon. the Prime Minister.
Mr. Laurier said he rose with much pleasure to support the motion
Nowhere, he was sure, would its sentiments be re-echoed with more sincerity
or a warmer appreciation of the merits of its distinguished object than in the
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Frovince of Quebec, of which he was an humble representative. The kindly

disposition of His Excellency, his admirable qualities a a public man, his
gtudious desire to soften the asperities of public life in Canada, and above all,
the respect and affection he had shown for all the institutions of Quebec on
account of its inhabitants, had endeared him to them all without distinctien
of party or creed. He had shown more sympathy with its people than
Governors of the same French race. The same good qualities had been dis-
played by him—happily in more tranquil times—as Lord Elgin had manifested
at a troubled period of Canadian history. The people of Lower Canada would,
like all their fellow-countrymen, regret His Excellency's departure, and never
cease to follow him with the kindliest wishes for future happiness and suit-
ible opportunities of well-doing. Lady Dufferin always enjoyed the respect
wnd affection of the people, and would always retain a place in their hearts

Mr. Langevin : 1 am happy to have this opportunity of being able, and in
company with the hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue, who has just taken

his seat, in the name of the French-Canadians, who form such an important

part of the population of the Dominion of Canada, to express their sentiments
of deep regret on the occasion of the departure of His Excellency the
Governor-General and his worthy consort. I concur fully, and I know that
my countrymen in Lower Canada, the French-Canadians, equally with the
people of other origins, will wholly concur in the sentiments that have been
expressed by the hon. the First Minister, the leader of the Opposition, and
the hon. gentleman who has just spoken on the subject of the regret we all
feel to see His Excellency leave us. We have had, previous to the arrival of
His Excellency, other Governors gince 1841, and some of them have rendered
themselves more popular than others with the Province of Quebec; their
names will remain in the memory of the people of Lower Canada ; that of
Sir Charles Bagot especially is honoured and venerated by our population.
The name, also, of Lord Elgin is still a name which is received with respect
and applause by the public when mentioned in speeches here and clsewhere,
and I am convinced that the name of Lord Dufferin will be not less dear to
the people of our Province in particular. His name is popular in Lower
Canada in the cottage and villages and in the most remote parts of the
Province. Tue name of Lord Luflerin 18 80 popular among the Krench-
Canadians that they have popularized it; he is by them called, not Lord
Dufferin, but Lord Dufresne. They make of him a French-Canadian, to such
a great degree have they found him in sympathy with our race. Mr, Speaker,
Lord Dufferin, since he has been at the head of the Government, has made
himself acquainted with all parts of this country, even to its remotest and
least populous Province; he has endeavoured to know and to identify
himself with the population, and to make himself familiar with their
necessities, and even with their prejudices. We have seen him on the shores
of the Atlantic, and again on the shores of the Pacific. Later, we saw him
in the midst of the Western plains. And why ? Becanse he desired to acquaint
himself with all our needs, and to visit the whole country ; and I am con-
vinced that when Lord Dufferin returns to his native country, if he is accorded
some degree of leisure, he will not forget this country which he has governed
witu s0 much wisdom ; and pe rhaps we will have some work from his able
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and elegant pen, which will, no doubt, not be a work on the subject of
“High Latitudes,” but will speak with authority on the subject of the
Ratitudes in which we live, Mr. Speaker, if we judge by the past, this will b

an excessively interesting and important production; and I am thoroughly
convinced that if our gracious Sovereign does not before long call His
Excellency to some position higher even than the one he now fills in the Empire
he will cause to appear this work, which will certainly be one to which we
will refer with great pleasure, and which will be a most interesting and
most useful production, In thus speaking of His Excellency the Governor-
General, we cannot forget the amiable Lady who is his worthy consort

Lady Dufferin has always shown a most excellent and gracious disposition in
meeting the requirements of our works of charity, in patronizing the bazaars

the fétes, the examinations, and all that is interesting in connection with our
great institutions of charity or education, not only of Lower Canada, but also
of other parts of the country. Hence, her name will remain associated with
that of Lord Dufferin, and long after they have left this country, their names
will be remembered and bless

They are going to leave this country, but
they do so with our best wishes ; and we will not cease to pray for their good
fortune and prosperity, and, I am convinced that, before long, after His
Excellency has quitted our shores, we will see and hope that our gracious
Sovereign will not fail to utilize his services, his talents, his great experience
and ability, in some other eminent position, Having thus expressed myself
Mr. Speaker, I beg to thank the House for the attention it has accorded me

and to say that 1 fully concur with the terms of the proposed Address,

The Address was, of course, unanimously agreed to, engrossed
and communicated to the Senate, with a request for their
concurrence. In moving its adoption in that body, Mr. Scott
Secretary of State, said :—

I desire to bring under the notice of this House a subject which I am quite
sure will meet with the approbation, not only of the Senate, but of the people
of Canada. TItis well-known that the term of the distinguished nobleman
who represents Her Majesty the Queen in this Dominion will shortly b
brought to a close. 1t is a proper and fitting thing that the two Houses of
Parliament should present a joint address to His Excellency, expressing the

high esteem in which they hold him, and the feelings the people of Canada
entertain for himself and the Countess of Dufferin. I need not enlarge on
this subject. We know His Excellency during his residence in Canada has,
at great inconvenience to himself, visited the several Provinces of the Domi-
nion, and the utterances that have fallen from his lips at all times have been
of immense value to this country. They have attracted the attention not
only of England, but of Europe, to the varied advantages which Canada
presents as a field of enterprise for the emigrant. In giving expression to
our feelings in the address proposed to be adopted, we are but echoing the
sentiments of the people of Canada irrespective of creed or nationality. He
has fulfilled his duties as Governor-General of the Dominion with marked
skill and statesmanlike ability, I shall therefore move, seconded by my hon
friend from Kingston, that the address of the House of Commons be concurred
in by this House.
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Mr. Campbell said : I could have wished that eome notice had been given
to the House that this pleasant duty was to be discharged to-day, that it
might have been approached with some little forethought. I am asked to
second the motion of the Hon. the Secretary of State for the adoption of the
joint address which has just been read by Mr. Speaker, and I am quite sure
that I never was more the organ of this side of the House than when I say we
unite most cordially with the Government in the proposition suggested by
the hon, gentleman, the Secretary of State, for the adoption of this address on
the part of the Senate. Every member on this side of the House will, I am
sure, cordially agree in the language which Mr, Speaker has just read to us.
I am persuaded that no Governor-General has ever been in Canada who has
80 thoroughly won the respect, esteem, and I may almost say the affection of
all classes of the community, as His Excellency has, It is now five years
since His Excellency came amongst us, Very early in his career political
duties devolved upon him of a most serious character. We all remember the
exciting scenes of 1873, and I think we shall all agree that the position then
was one of great difficulty and delicacy for the Representative of the Crown,
Looking back upon those eventful scenes, I doubt if there is any one in the
community who will not say that those duties were discharged by His Excel-
lency with a knowledge of the constitution and perfect fairness to both parties,
and with a tact and discretion which could not have been exceeded. Bince
that period his political duties have, perhaps, been less onerous, but have
always been discharged in such a way as to win the complete confidence of
men of both political parties. From his visits to all the Provinces of the
Dominion great good has resulted, and His Excellency has become known to,
and won a strong place in the regard of, an immense number of the inhabit-
auts of this Dominion whom he otherwise would not have seen. We can all
bear witness with infinite pleasure to the manner in which all other duties
devolving upon His Excellency have been discharged. The munificence of
his hospitalities has surprised and delighted every one, and no Governor-
General whom we have ever had has taken the personal trouble, which His
Excellency has, to identify himself with the general aspirations and exertions
of the people under his government. I do not remember any person filling
that high office who has given himself so much personal trouble in promoting
by attendance, by praise and commendation, everything deserving of encour-
agement in the country. We can all recall the numerous visits made by His
Excellency and the Countess of Duflerin to colleges and schools, whether
Protestant or Catholic, in the various towns and cities of the Dominion,—and
I doubt not that the encouragement and gympathy Lord Dufferin has thus
shown have been exceedingly useful, and will long be remembered by the
pupils and by the thousands of young people for whom His Excellency so

kindly interested himself; and so, in all manly sports and exercises, by pre-

cept and example as well as by medals and prizes, His Excellency has shown
his anxiety to identify himself with the people of the country. We shall all
long and gratefully remember the active sympathy shown by the Countess of
Dufferin in the same way. And who will ever forget the gentle dignity and
courtesy and kindness with which Her Excellency has met every one who
has approached her? I am persuaded that we are deeply indebted to her for
her manner of dischurging all the social duties which devolved upon her. I
9
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cordially and confldently agree with the language in this address, that we shall
find in His Excellency hereafter a valuable friend in the Parliament of the
Empire, where I am persuaded he will always be ready to interest himself in
Canadian affairs, which he will be able to do with a complete knowledge of
the wants and aspirations of the country, and not without considerable affec-
tion for its people,

On the 16th April the Address was presented to His Excellency
in the Senate Chamber, not merely by the ministers of his
Cabinet, who usually convey to the Governor-General the ad-
dresses voted by Parliament, but by every Privy Councillor who
was a member of either House. The Privy Councillors present
were—Messrs. Mackenzie, Blake, Smith, Cartwright, Burpee,
Coffin, Scott, Huntington, Geoffrion, Vail, Mills, Laflamme, Pelle-
tier, Laurier, Jones, Sir John A. Macdonald, Langevin, Campbell,
Chapais, Aikins, Tupper, Robitaille and Gibbs. Among the
company of spectators who filled the Chamber were the Speakers
of both Houses, the Judges of the Supreme Court, many Senators
and members of the House of Commons, and a number of ladies,
the wives of ministers and others. His Excellency was accom-
panied by the Countess of Dufferin, Lady Helen Blackwood, and
Mrs. Russell Stephenson, and attended by Lieut.-Colonel Littleton
and Captain Hamilton, A.D.C. In reply to the address His
Excellency, who was much moved, said :—

« Honorable Gentlemen :

It is difficult for me to find befitting words in which to thank you for the
signal and unprecedented honor which has been conferred upon me by this
joint address from your two Houses. Regarding as I do the utterances of
Parliament as the most august and authoritative expression of the popular
sentiment, it affords me unmeasured satisfaction to be thus assured of the cen-
fidence and esteem of the inhabitants of the Dominion. To win the good-will
of a nation is the greatest achievement open to human ambition, and to learn
from you that I hold a place in the affections of the people of Canada is alike
the highest triumph and the greatest pleasure I am ever likely to enjoy. It
would not become me to enquire how far this result is to be attributed rather
to your own generosity than to any exertions upon my part. It 18 a happy
principle rooted in the nature of Englishmen of all estates to content them-
selves with the simple discharge of those duties which lie to their hand,
without considering too curiously to what degree their conduct may influence
the personal estimation in which they are held by others, and their reward,
when it arrives, is often as great a surprise as it is a satisfaction. All
that I can say is that from the moment I came amongst you I have had but
one thought—the desire to render faithful service to our Queen, to the Eipire,
and to Canada, If there are no positive advantages to which I can point as
having resulted from my administration, there is one boast I can fairly make,
No act or word of mine has had a tendency to damp your personal devotion to
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the Crown, to discourage your attachment to the Empire, or to discredit the
system of constitutional government under which you live. I found you a
loyal people, and I leave you the truest-hearted subjects in Her Majesty’s
dominions, 1 found you proud of your descent and anxious to maintain your
connection with the Mother Country. 1 leave you more convinced than ever
of the solicitude of Great Britain to reciprocate your affection, of her depend.
ence on your fidelity in every emergency. I found you men of various
nationalities, of English, French, Irish, Scotch and German descent, working
out the problems of constitutional government with admirable success. I
leave you with even a deeper conviction in your minds that the due applica-
tion of the principles of parliamentary government is capable of resolving
every political difficulty and of controlling the gravest ministerial crisis to
the satisfaction of the people at large, and of their leaders and representatives
of every shade of opinion. When I resign the temporary viceroyalty with
which I have been invested into the hands of my sovereign, I shall be able to
assure her that not a leaf has fallen from her maple chaplet—that the lustre
of no jewel in her transatlantic diadem has been dimmed. Thanks to the
opportunities afforded me by the liberality of Parliament, 1 have been enabled
to traverse the fertile regions of the North-West, to appreciate your inexhaus-
tible resources, and to scan the vast expanse of your territories from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. The speeches to which you refer in such flattering
terms have been but the natural, the irresistible exclamation, evoked by tho
sights I have beheld. Closely associated with me in the discharge of all my
duties has been the lady to whom your address refers in so kind a manner
Moving amid a society where the proverbial gallantry of Frenchmen combines
with English and Celtic chivalry to create in every Canadian home an atmos-
phere of purity and refinement, she naturally regards the six years she has
passed amongst you as one of the happiest periods of her life, and I am com-
missioned to convey to you her warmest thanks for the good wishes you have
expressed in her regard. In conclusion, allow me to assure you that I shall
esteem it one of the greatest privileges of my future life to watch the progres-
sive development of your prosperity, to advocate your interests in the British
Parliament, and to confirm our fellow-countrymen at home in their conviction
of the high degree to which Canada is destined to contribute te the welfare,
the strength, and the renown of the British Empire.”

During the ceremony the Countess of Dufferin was visibly
affected, and the entire proceedings, identified as they were with
the rule of one who stood high in the respect and affection of the
whole people of Canada, will long be remembered by everybody
who had the privilege of being present.

. On the afternoon of the 12th April, the debate on the Quebec
Provincial crisis being in progress, an evident purpose was
manifested by ministers and their supporters to bring on a divi-
sion before the House rose. Later on, indeed, the Premier

announced such as his desire and determination. The Opposition,

on the other hand, evinced an equally inflexible resolution to
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have the debate adjourned ; and during the morning of the 13th

the scene presented by the House was such as will never be for-

gotten by those who were witnesses of it. Gentlemen on the
Opposition benches took the floor one after the other with the
well-understood intention of talking against time, in order to
compel the Government to abandon a purpose which, as they
alleged, was inimical to the freedom of debate in Parliament.
Naturally, the record of these speeches is very meagre. They
could not have been very germain to the discussion, but some of
them were highly amusing ; and although there was that amount
of interruption and noise usual when the sittings of the House
have been protracted to a late hour and members still insist upon
speaking, there was the very best of good humor prevalent on
both sides. By many, indeed, the ridiculous proceedings seemed
to be thoroughly enjoyed. Daylight arrived, so did breakfast
time, so did noon, and the sun began to descend towards the
western horizon, and yet there was no word of adjournment, and
no sign of capitulation ir either camp. At last, at six o’'clock on
Saturday evening, both parties to tho struggle being thoroughly
wearied, an agreement vas mutually arrived at to adjourn, and
take the division at ten o'clock p.m. of the succeeding Monday
without debate. And so ended the longest sitting on record of a
Canadian Legislative body, which was witnessed by thousands of
interested spectators, amongst others the Countess of Dufferin, in
honor of whose presence the members, by unanimous inspiration,
and without any preconcerted arrangement whatever, rose to
their feet and sang the National Anthem in rousing style—an
incident probably without precedent or parallel in the history of
the Parliament of any country.

Some discussion took place in the House of Commons on the
use of trawls by American fishermen on the coasts of the Mari-
time Provinces and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The question
was raised by Mr, Mackay (Cape Breton) on a motion for corres-
pondence on the subject. The hon. member condemned the
trawl on general grounds, but especially because of the destruc-
tion wrought with it among mother fish at the time of spawning,
He suggested that legislation should be had declaring the
months of May, June, and July a close season, during which
trawling should be forbidden. The Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries (Sir. A. J. Smith), the ex-Minister (Mr. Mitchell), and
several members from sea-side counties united in

asting doubts
upon the assertion that the trawl was more objectionable than
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other implements for catching fish, and pointed out that the
proposed close season could only be enforced within the three-
mile limit, while for the most part the system complained of was
prosecuted beyond that limit, where American fishermen neither
could nor would be bound by the regulations of the Fishery
lh-]»:u'lnwnt of Canada.

A long debate arose with reference to the interference of
officers of the Civil Service in political elections. Some members
favored the disfranchisement of the service; others thought the
right to vote belonged to every man in the community possessing
the qualification provided for by the law, and should not be
withheld from gentlemen in the public employment; but all
agreed that it is most improper for an officer of the Government
to use his influence for or agai any candidate for a political

office or to actively interfere in a political contest in any way,

and that such interference should be visited in every case with
prompt dismissal,

On the Tth May, Mr, Blake introduced a bill respecting Crimes
of Violence, known since it has been placed on the Statute book
a8 the “Crimes of Violence Prevention Act.” This measure
authorizes the Governor in Council tc¢ prociaim the Aet in force
in any part of Canada, whenever it is deemed necessary for the
better prevention of crimes of violence. 'I'h¢ proclamation is to
be published in the Canada Gazette, and its operation revoked by a
proclamation so published. Copies of the proclamation, with an
abstract of the Act, are to be furnished to the sheriff or sheriffs in the
proclaimed district, and by him or them posted up at twenty-five
public places in it, under a penalty ot $500. From the day
named in the proclamation no person (not being a Justice of the
Peace or an officer, soldier, sailor or volunteer in Her Majesty’s
service, on duty, or a constable or peace officer or person licensed
under the Act,) may carry or have in such district elsewhere
than upon his own premises, any arm,—which, in the Act,
includes ammunition for fire-arms, and any deadly or dangerous
weapon. A person having such arm is liable on conviction, to
imprisonment for twelve months. Any person may arrest and
deliver him to custody of a peace officer to be takem before a
magistrate. A Justice of the Peace or peace officer may search
such person and take away and detain arms. A Justice of the
Peace may grant a warrant to search for and seize arms suspected
to be kept for the purpose of being illegally carried, and a
constable may force an entrance during the day to search for and
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seize them. If the owner of arms so seized do not, within four
days, prove that they were kept for a lawful purpose they are
forfeited to the use of Her Majesty. Persons are to be appointed
by the Governor in Council to license those desirous of carrying
or keeping arms, who may also revoke such licenses, notifying
the parties. Proceedings may be had before three Justices of the
Peace, or a magistrate having power to do acts requiring two or
more Justices of the Peace. These proceedings do not interfere
with those under other acts. Copies of all proclamations and
lists of names of persons authorized to issue licenses, those
licensed thereunder and licenses revoked are to be laid before the
two Houses of Parliament. The Act remains in force till the
end of the session of 1879.

Mr. Blake stated, in the course of a speech of some length on
the introduction of the Bill, that he had been moved, notwith-
standing the late period of the session, to bring in the measure
on account of the unfortunate condition of affairs in the City of
Montreal, where during the previous year the reckless use of
firearms had been so frequent as to lead to grave apprehensions
regarding the consequences unless steps were taken to repress
the practice. Already one life had been lost, and even more
serious results were to be feared. The evil was not confined to
the disorderly classes, but extended to the more respectable and
law-abiding ; and, as a Canadian of Irish descent, it gave him an
additional pang of humiliation that his own fellow country-men
of both creeds should be prominently concerned in those troubles.
He made a strong appeal to both Catholics and Protestants to
exercise in regard to each others feelings, and even to each others
prejudices, the utmost forbearance and charity. Upon the
question of pubiic processions, he would, he said, make no obser-
vation. It was, generally, 2 complicated and difficult one.
Although he would not say there were no circumstances in this
country in which the jurisdiction and power of the federal
Parliament with reference to crime and criminals might entitle
them to interfere to some extent in that subject, yet the circum-
stances were rare, and the interference would be but partial.
Under the accepted reading and practice of the Constitution, the
preservation of the peace rested with the local authorities, and
he was of opinion that it devolved upon the Local Governments
and Legislatures to provide a police force for that purpose. He
was, therefore, decidedly opposed to anything in the shape of a
Dominion Police Force. There remained, then, but one consider-
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ation on which Parliament could hope to act profitably, viz., to
amend the law for the repression or prevention of crime, which
came properly within their jurisdiction.

Mr. Mackenzie, on behalf of the Government, entirely con-

curred with the principle and provisions of the bill, which was
thereafter placed upon the Government orders, and as such
passed both Houses.

On the 3rd May, in the Commons, Mr. Mills moved the
House into Committee of the Whole to consider the following
resolutions : —

1. “That doubts exist regarding the Northerly and North-Easterly
Boundaries of the North-West Territories and Rupert's Land, transferred to
Canada by order of Her Majesty in Council, of the 22nd June, 1870, incorpor-
ating the Territories of the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North-West
Teritories with Canada.

2, “That the discovery and working of minerals in the vicinity of
Cumberland Sound have recently been reported, and other matters have
transpired which make it important that all doubt respecting the jurisdiction
of Canada over those parts of British North America should be removed with
as little delay as possible.

3. “That correspondence has taken place on this subject, between the
Government of Canada and the Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, which, through the Right Honourable the
Secretary of Btate for the Colonies, has intimated its willingness to transfer,
to the Dominion of Canada, all the Territories in question, and has invited an
expression of the views of the Government of Canada respecting the propriety
of legislation for that purpose.

4. “That it is expedient that the right of Canada to all of British North
America, and the Islands adjacent thoreto (oot including the Province of
Newfoundland) should be placed beyoud question, and that the offer of Her
Majesty's Government to transfer the said Territories to Canada be accepted

5. “That to avoid all doubt iu the matter, it is desirable that an Act of
the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland should
be passed defining the North-Easterly, Northerly and North-Westerly
Boundaries of Canada, as follows, that is to say : On the East by the Atlantic
Ocean, which Boundary shall extend towards the North by Davis Straits,
Baffin's Bay, Smith’s Straits and Kennedy Chanuel, including all the Islands
in and adjacent thereto, which belong to Great Britain by right of discovery or
otherwise ; on the North the boundary shall be so extended so as to include
the entire continent to the Arctic Ocean, and all the Islands in the same
Westward to the one hundred anl forty-first meridian West of Greenwich;
and on the North-West by the United States Territory of Alaska.

6. “ That the Parliament of Canada, on the transfer of the before-mentioned
l'erritories being completed, shall have authority to legislate for their future
welfare and good government, and the power to make all needful rules and
regulations respecting them, the same as in the case of the other Territories ;
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and the Parliament of Canada expresses its willingness to assum

the duties
and obligations consequent thereon

7. “That an humble Address be preseuted to Her Majesty embodying

these Resolutions

In making this motion, Mr. Mills observed that the boundaries
of Canada on the North-East and North-West were at present not
wholly defined. In 1870 the North-West Territories and Rupert's
Land were transferred to Canada; but the boundaries of the North

9 West Territories were never very clearly known, and the boun

daries of Rupert’s Land only were given in the charter which con
ferred this country on the Iudson’s Bay Company in the time of
Charles the Second.

This charter |l|'(l\'i1|1~~| that the Clml}v:m_\‘
should hold the territories within the Straits and Bay of the
Hudson. What this meant was not very certain, but it certainly
could not be the island at the entrance of the Buy or the terri
tories in the north. It was true that the Hudson's Bay Company
carried on, for a considerable time, the explorations and surveys

to the north, and there were some explorers there after Herne;

but there was no sort of jurisdiction ever asserted over the

country, nor did anybody else ever visit the region or anything

occur that necessitated any action on the part of the Company to
have their authority clearly recognised. The Island of South-
ampton, and the other islands which lay in the entrance to the
Bay, where large fisheries were carried on, had been the property
of Great Britain since the time of Queen Elizabeth, and had never
yet been annexed to any of the Colonies.

They had recently
been visited by American speculators, who had been exploring
their mineral resources, and had made application to acquire

certain rights on those islands, which application had been
refused.

It was well known, from recent explorations, that there
were valuable mineral deposits upon those islands, and that the
only large deposits of coal in that part of British America had
been found on Southampton Island and other islands in its
vicinity. Mr. Mills proposed, by this resolution, to take the
necessary steps to have these territories transferred to Canada,
and to remove all doubts with regard to our exact limits at the
north and the north-west. The North-West Territories were
formerly a part of the Province of Quebec. It was held by the
courts of Lower Canada,

in the case of Connolly vs. Connolly,
that the jurisdiction of that Province extended as far north as
Lake Athabaska. The resolutions excepted, of course, the terri-
tories included in the Province of Newfoundland, which not only
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embraced the islands but a considerable portion of the territory
on the Labrador coast. In the British North America Act there
was no provision that those territories might be acquired, as the
North-West Territories and Rupert’s Land had been, and they
could only be transferred to Canada by an Act of the Imperial
Parliament.

Mr. Mitchell objected to the time and the manner of submitting
this matter to the House. It was too late in the session for
members to make themselves acquainted with the facts in the
case or to master the voluminous correspondence which had been
brought down ; and he contended that the Government ought to
have taken members into their confidence, and to have informed

them for what reasons it was proposed to burden the country

with the expense which must necersarily attend the assumption

of this additional territory.

Sir John Macdonald, on the other hand, thought the Govern-
ment took the proper course, and, if they were blameable for
anything, it was for not dealing with the subject in 1875. The
country had been owned by England since the time of Queen
Elizabeth, and had involved no cost. Neither would it cost
Canada anything until settlers went in, and it would then
furnish us an equivalent for whatever expenditure might become
necessary. The Ministry had acted with due discretion in laying
the papers before the House in a semi-confidential way. The
less publicity that was given to them the better, because there
were suggestions in them which might be used against us if they
fell into unfriendly hands. Therefore, the Government had acted
prudently. The papers showed there were greater and more
important interests than mere money involved. England had,
by right of discovery and formal occupation, the sovereignty of
that vast territory, but had really no interest in it. If we Cana-
dians would not take the trouble of looking after it, of assuming
its sovereignty and developing it, England would be perfectly
justified in surrendering the right acquired by prior possession,
and the great question of abandonment might arise. And when
England had abandoned, and Canada was so faint-hearted as not
to take possession of it, the Americans would only be too glad of
the opportunity, and would hoist the American flag. The
country was known to be very rich in mines of all kinds, possibly
in coal. The fisheries were supposed to be exhaustless, and
Canada required just such a lever in anticipation of any future
negotiations for reciprocity with the United States. In 1871,
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the Americans were exceedingly anxious to get a foothold on
our fisheries. The Treaty of Washington, whether the fisheries
were good or bad, was not going to last much longer; and in any
future negotiation for reciprocal trade, we would have, if we did
not throw this opportunity away, not only the fisheries already
allowed the Americans, but those of the far north and of British
Columbia, to use as an important element in making a satisfac-
tory treaty. We had the game in our hands, if these resolutions
were passed. All that was required was that there should be
some two or three officers ostensibly appointed to represent the
Canadian Government, as soon as the Imperial Act was passed
and the country transferred to us. The question of abandonment
could not then arise; there would be a visible occupation; there
would be the officers of the Canadian Government, exercising
their powers as such; and one or two men could do all the
business. The country was rich in mines of iron, copper, gold,
silver and large deposits of mica, which the Americans were
now taking away in considerable quantities. If these sources of
wealth were to be developed, we could surcly afford to send one
or two officers there to hold the country for us, o throw away
this opportunity would be to do something unworthy of the
founders of this great Canadian Confederation, and he hoped that
the resolutions would pass, and the necessary legislation would
be obtained in the Imperial Parliament during the current
BOS810MN.

Mr. Langevin also supported the resolutions warmly.

Mr. Mackenzie said the Canadian Government had thought it
necessary to make certain representations to the Imperial author-
ities when they found that a settlement of the difficulties between
Newfoundland and France was likely to be arrived at without
reference to this country. At the time, the Government were
not in a position, perhaps, to demand the reference as an absolute
right; but this measure, if carried to a conclusion, would
establish that right beyond peradventure. He mentioned, also,
that there were immense deposits of graphite in one particular
portion of the territory proposed to be acquired. There might
appear to be something visionary in the projected steamship
route from the mouth of the Nelson River to England, via
Hudson's Bay and 8trait; but York Factory was nearer Liver-
pool than New York,—longitudinally in the very heart of the
continent, in fact—and the proposition, although impracticable
in the meantime, might not be so at a later period.
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It also transpired in the course of the discussion that the
distance between Vancouver Island and Liverpool via York
Factory and Hudson's Bay, is 2,200 miles less than by any other
route ; and it was stated, on the authority of Professor Bell, of
the Geological survey, that there were important salmon and
deep sea fisheries in Hudson's Bay, and that the rivers falling
into the Bay abounded with salmon. Mur. D. A. Smith (Selkirk),
while strongly supporting the resolutions, and bearing testimony
to the value of the mineral resources of the territory, doubted
whether Dr. Bell had not mistaken trout for salmon, and he was
not sanguine that York Factory would ever become a great
centre of trade on account of the brief season of navigation,
which varied from three to eight weeks.

The resolutions were agreed to, and an address based upon
them passed, in which the Senate concurred.

In this connection it may be mentioned that the projected
ocean route from York Factory to England has for years found
in Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis, Deputy Minister of the Interior, an
able and indefatigable advocate. At Colonel Dennis’ suggestion,
the Committee on Immigration and Colonization, during this
session of Parliament (1878) called in Professor Henry Y. Hind,
of Windsor, Nova Scotia, to give evidence on the subject. Pro-
fessor Hind has devoted a great deal of attention to this question,

and as long ago as 1858, in a paper read before the Statistical
Society, of London, England, and published in the Society’s trans-
actions for that year, he made reference to the communication
between Iudson's Bay and the Valley ef the Saskatchewan,
noticing particularly the altered conditions which the general
employment of steam had introduced in the navigation of ice-
encumbered seas. The Professor's evidence before the Committee,
which was very valuable and very exhaustive, was generally in
favor of Colonel Dennis’ scheme, and was published by the De-
partment of the Interior in a special pamphlet, issued in Novem-
ber last, along with the evidence of Mr. D. A, Smith, M.P., and a
letter from Mr. Charles Horetzky, who acquired considerable
knowledge of the subject under discussion, during a residence of
five years at Moose Factory, while in the service of the Hudson's

Bay Company. Mr. Smith’s testimony was generally in accord

with the tenor of his speech in the House, and was unfavorable
to the idea of a ]ll':l('lin'}llrlc trade route from ":lll‘n]w to York
Factory, Mr. Horetzky, on the other hand, generally sustained
the feasibility of Colonel Dennis’ propositions, and the conclu-
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sions arrived at by Professor Hind. Colonel Dennis states, more-
over, in his introduction to the pamphlet to which reference has
been made, that Messrs, Job Brothers, St. Johns, Newfoundland,
had informed him by letter that they entertained no doubt of the
practicability of navigating the Straits and Bay with properly
constructed steamers, during the months of June, July, August
September and October.

The general results to be attained, in case the propositions laid
down by the Deputy Minister of the Interior were to be estab-
lished, would be almost startling. In favour of the route, if it
were to prove available for a sufficient period, it is shown that
while the distance from New York to Liverpool is 2987 miles by
Cape Race and Tory Island, and 3029 miles by Cape Race and
Cape Clear, the distance from York Factory to Liverpool by
Hudson’s Straits and Cape Farewell, the southern point of Green-
land, is only 2866 miles. Colonel Dennis’ idea would seem to be
to connect the terminus of ocean navigation by this route with
the system of inland navigation having its common centre in
Lake Winnipeg, and with the Canadian Pacific Railway, by
constructing a railway from York Factory up the valley of the
Nelson River to the north end of Lake Winnipeg (where the
various rivers and lakes emptying into that lake find an outlet
in the Nelson), and to extend thence westerly to the Pacific
Railway in the valley of the Saskatchewan. By this means, the
central point of the Saskatchewan country would be equally
accessible to Europe as the City of London, Ontario, and im-
migrants could be landed at the one point as cheaply and in
routes of travel, via Quebec and New York. For trade purposes,
ard especially for the export of the products of the Northwest,
this route would produce more surprising results still, for near
Norway House the systems of inland navigation formed by the
Red. Winnipeg (or Rainy), Beren’s and Saskatchewan Rivers,
with their various tributaries, would find a focus to which would
be drawn for export to Hurope, the surplus produce of the
immense territory which these rivers drain—extending eastward
to the Height of Land, southward to the head waters of the Mis-
sissippi and the confines of the Missouri, and westward and
northward almost to the base of the Rocky Mountains, How

g

it in extent, and how important in all material national res-
pects, is this country, may be gathered from the fact, attested to
by the most trustworthy authorities, that the Valley of the Sas-
katchewan alone contains 257,000,000 acres—equal to 400,000
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square miles—of as fine agricultural land as there is on the face of
the earth. Wheat of the best quality is grown as far north as Fort
Providence, on the Great Slave Lake—that is, on the fifty-eighth
parallel—and the territory, over and above its agricultural capa-
cities, is believed to contain inexhaustible beds of lignite coal.
In addition to the rich fisheries of the Hudson's Bay and the
mineral resources of its shores and islands, enormous pine forests,
producing timber equal in size and quality to any found in
northern Europe, extend all the way southward and eastward to
the Height of Land. It may be added that Dr. Robert Bell, of
the Geological Survey, made an exploration of the valley of the
Nelson River during the past season (which is referred to else-
where in connection with events of scientific interest), and that
his researches are understood to have gone a long way to establish
the |:l‘zu'li(‘u]\ili1‘\' of the views of his official Ml;wl‘i()l‘, the ])('lllll'\

Minister of the Interior, as well as to explode many of our pre-

conceived notions and cherished prejudices respecting that whole
section of the Dominion. It was at one time thought probable
also that a steamer >]n‘l'i:|”_)‘ fitted for the service would be sent
by the Government during the coming summer to test practically
the duration of the season of navigation in the Hudson’s H:A)' and
Straits. Whether this coming summer or not, however, there
does not now appear to be any doubt that before long the problem
will be solved, and the question absolutely removed from the
arena of speculation.

While on the subject of the develonment of the Northwest, it
may be mentioned that on the 11th March, Mr. Mills intro
duced a bill, framed on the model of the Australian and }“ijl;m
Land Acts, “to provide for the transfer of lands, and of estates
and interests in lands, in the Territories of Canada, by the regis
tration of titles.” The measure extended over forty-nine pages of
}»I'illh'll 1'~nll~l':l]| and contained one hundred and x'ij,{hl)'-l\\'n sec-
tions. It would, therefore, the more especially as the bill was
withdrawn before going to the second reading, be out of lhl'ulllw
tion here to give anything like a comnrehensive summary of’ its
vrovisions. The distinguishing principle, however, consisted in
the establishment of an indefeasible title, upon the registration of
the deed conveying any estate or interest in land, unless that deed
were proved to have been obtained by fraud; and then only in
case it were in the possession of the person so obtaining it could
the deed be cancelled. An innocent purchaser from a frandulent
holder would be protected and maintained in possession, and the
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party wronged would be compensated from an assurance fund, for
the creation of which provision was to be made, or from the
public treasury if the amount at the crelit of the assurance fund
yere not sufficient for the purpose. The last vestige of tiie law
f entail would also have disappeared in respect of the Terri-
tories if the Bill had become law. In a criticism of the Bill in
the July number of the Canadian Monthly, Mr. Geo. 8. Holmstead,
Registrar of the Ontario Court of Chancery, says:—

#1t is hardly possible to deny that a system which enables a man to say :
‘Here is a single document which evidences my title to my Tand ; compare it
with the public register, and if it agrees you are perfectly safe in dealing with
me, bears no comparison with that other, by which youv are driven to make
inquiry into all the various transactions by which the land has been trans-
mitted from hand to hand, until it became vested in the person who claims to
be the present owner—transactions perhaps extending over a long period of
years, and the evidence of which is often difficult to procure, and, even when
procurable, very difficult to weigh ; and yet the authenticity and legal val-
idity of all which transactions must be ascertained at the peril of incurring
the possible loss of the estate. On the one hand, you have a system which
gives a legal sanction to each transaction as it takes place; on the other, you
have one which leaves every transaction connected with the land open to
litigation and dispute, until a Statute of Limitations shall have barred the
right to litigate—a right which may even now in Ontario, under some
circumstances, be kept alive for fifty or sixty years, or even longer.

“The only plausible objection that can be alleged against the Australian
system is, that when applied to titles of any degree of complexity, the first
step necessarily involves a certain amount of expense, because the title must
be submitted to a judicial examination before it can be registered ; but the
increased security of 'title and facility for dealing with the property which
the registration would secure to the owner would, in most cases, be more than
an equivalent for the preliminary expense

“The objection of expense, however, loses all its force when it is sought to
apply the Australian system to a country where, as in the North-West, the
great bulk of the land is yet vested in the Crown, and the Minister of the
Interior is acting wisely in thus early endeavouring to give to those Terri-
tories a land system adapted to the necessities of the people, and at the same
time free from those artificial technicalities which are such .fatal defects in
the English law of real property.”

Having thus dealt with the underlying principles, Mr. Holme-
stead proceeded to examine the details of the measure, many of
which he commended and some condemned, and closed his
criticism thus :—

% Mr, Mills’ Land Bill failed to become law during the recent session, but
it is to bé hoped that it will not be lost sight of in the future, and although in
its present shape it may not be all that could be wished, nor as beneficial as
the writer ventures to think it might be made—at the same time it is so mani~
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festly a step in the right direction that the future inhabitants of the North-
w eet will, even if the actual legislation should go no further than at present
proposeq, have just reason to thank the learned gentleman for his labors in
toeir behalt,”

Mr. John Norquay (then Minister of Public Works, and
now Premier of the Government of Manitoba) visited Ottawa
during the session, for the purpose of making representa-
tions to the (overnment on several matters affecting the Pro-
vince, Among other things, he was commissioned to urge that
the interests of education in Manitoba demanded that the lands
reserved for school purposes should be handed over to the Pro-
vincial Government, to be by them disposed of in such a manner
as might best conserve the purpose for which they were set
apart, and, at the same time, meet the immediate and pressing
wants of the schools of the Province. The Government did not
deem it expedient to hand the lands over to the Local Govern-
me..t, as desired, but on the 6th May Mr. Mills submitted the
following resolutions on the subject to the House of Commons:—

1. “That, by section twenty-two of the Dominion Lands Act, sections
eleven and twenty-nine of the public lands in each township in the Province
of Manitoba are set apart, to be sold at some future time, in order that a fund
may be realized for the maintenance of public schools within the Province

2. “That the Government of Manitoba have applied to the Government of
Canada to have the school lands within the limits of that Province transferred
to them, to be sold for the purpose of creating an educational endowment.

3. “That it is not in the public interest, in consequence of the sparseness
of the population and its probable rapid increase within a few years, and in
consequence of the additional value which these iands are likely to acquire
because of that increase in the population, that they should be disposed of
at the present time,

4. “That it is expedient, however, to assist, in the meantime, the cause of
education in the Province, and that, with this view, the sum of $10,000 be
placed at the disposal of the Government of Manitoba, in aid of the public
schools therein, annually, for a period not exceeding three years; and that
the several sums so advanced, with the interest thereon, at the rate of five
per cent. per annum, be recouped to the Dominion Government from the first

sales of the lands 8o set apart for educational purposcs,”

The resolutions were agreed to in Committee, and a bill,
founded on them, introduced and passed by both Houses without
opposition.

The adjustment of certain accounts between the Government
of Manitoba and the Governor and Council of the District of
Keewatin, in connection with the small-pox epidemic among the
Icelanders, in 1876-77, Mr. Norquay also succeeded in accom-
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plishing satisfactorily ; but it is said that the Government
refused to admit the liability of the Federal Treasury for the
erection of a suitable official residence for the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, and offices for the Legislature, Executive Council, and
public departments of the Province, which it was part of Mr.
Norquay's mission, if possible, to arrange for.

On the Tth May, Mr. Mackenzie moved in the Commons :—

!That this House do ratify the Order-in-Council, dated April 18th, 1878,
respecting a subsidy to the Canada Ceontral Railway Company, passed under

authority of an Act to provide for the construction of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, 37th Victoria, chapter 14.”

On the 13th of March, 1873, he said an Order-in-Council, passed
in November of the previous year, had been approved by the
House, granting a subsidy of §12,000 per mile to the Canada
Central Railway, from a point in the vicinity of Renfrew or
Douglas, stretching northward towards the mouth of the French
River, or on a route which' was generally described in the Order-
in-Council as ascending the valley of the Bonnechére from the
vicinity of the village of Douglas via Golden Lake and Round
Lake, thence by as direct a line as may be found to Burnt Lake,
and thence to the proposed terminus of the Government railway,
at about the eighty-fifth mile from the Georgian Bay. For
various reasons this Order had failed of its purpose. A consider-
able tract of the country which had to be traversed was found to
be more unsuitable than had been anticipated from Mr. Hazle-
wood’s report, he having reported the whole route as favourable.
The Government at that time were desirous of adopting the
shortest possible line from Georgian Bay castward, as the object
of subsidizing this road and building the Georgian Bay Branch
was to have the most direct line from the eastern waters of
Georgian Bay to Montreal, as the converging centre of the rail-
way system. Mr., Foster had become the contractor for the
Canada Central Railway, under the operation of this Order-in
Council. He had failed to execute the contract up to the time of
his death, and fresh negotiations were entered into in the mean-
time with the Company, with the view of ascertaining to what
extent they were prepared to carry out this order, or whether any
change that could be made would make it more available for the
purpose originally designed by the Canada Pacific Railway Act,
and the Order-in-Council based on that Act. Mr. Foster, as the
contractor for that road, had been engaged for nearly two years
in surveying, not merely the route on which the Order-in-Council
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nent was passed, but the whole country, to a greater or less extent,
the from Pembroke westward towards Lake Nipissing. A short

o revort of Mr. Murdoch—an engineer employed by Mr. Fleming
axd —deposited in the Public Works Department, seemed to show
Me; that there was a considerably more favourable route as to one

part, and not much more unfavourable than the best part of the

Bonnechére Valley route, though nothing could be better than

a18, thirty or forty miles of the Lower Bonnechére for railway

ader purposes, This route might be said to run parallel to the Ottawa
weific at a distance of eight or ten miles—sometimes more and some-
times less—from that river, and, generally speaking, following

e the course of that river and reaching the waters of Lake Nipis-
the sing at South River, at what was generally known as the south-

east corner of Lake Nipissing. The distance from Pembroke to

this point was something over 130 miles. The exact mileage

was not ascertained, but by the terms of the Order-in-Council,

which he asked the House to adopt, the Company were to receive

a subsidy of $12,000 per mile upon 120 miles, on condition of

their building the entire length of the extension from Pembroke

to the point he had mentioned on Lake Nipissing, no matter what

the mileage might turn out to be. The provision as to payment
was in the original Act as follows:

“ That payment of the subsidy shall only be made on the completion of the
railway in sections of not less than twenty miles, each payment to be made
on the certificate of an Engineer to be appointed by the Government that a
section, or sections, is completed. Payment may, however, be made of an
amount equal to the subsidy on twenty miles on work extended over a longer
distance, which in value will be equivalent to not less than twenty-five miles
of finished roadway. Payment will also be made on rails delivered at any
point of the line to be constructed to the extent of seventy-five per cent. of
the value thereof, such reile to be property of the Government antil they are
laid on the road for use.” |

In the new Order-in-Council an amelioration of the terms of
payment was provided for, The terms were as follows:—

«That payments be made to the extent of eighty per cent. of the said
bonus of $12,000 per mile on the completion of every ten miles. One-half of
such payment may be advanced when work equal to five miles is completed
on any one section, on the certificate of the Chief Engineer that such work is
equal to ten miles of completed track—the balance to be paid on the entire
completion of the railway to the Nipissing road at the south-east corner of
Lake Nipissing. Provided that payments may be made upon rails delivered
to the extent of seventy-five per cent, of the market value thereof, the
amount g0 paid on rails to be deducted from each settlement of ten miles—all
payments to be made on the certificate of the Chief Engineer.”

10




146 POLITICAL HISTORY—1878.

It was further recommended that payments be made to the
extent of eighty per cent. of the work actually executed on the
completion of every ten miles, in the proportion which £13,000
per mile bears to the actual cost of each section. The Company
were of opinion that it might serve them much better if they
were to have a guarantee of interest on a certain amount of
bonds to be issued instead of payment by money. As they did
not expect to build the road on anything like the Government
subsidy, they thought of issuing bonds for the purpose of com-
pleting the balance and obtaining subscriptions of stock to the
necessary amount. The order, therefore, provided that the Com-
pany should have the option of substituting the payment by the
Government of the interest, or part of the interest, on bonds of
the company running over such terms of years as might be
hereafter approved by the Governor-in-Council, in lieu of" the
mileage subsidy referred to. The reasons for the change were
simply that the Government found it difficult, if not impossible,
to get the extension executefl over the original line; that they
believed that while this line was undoubtedly longer—the precise
Miditional length he could not state, but it was probably some-
where between thirteen and eighteen miles—it was yet much
more favourable to the Government in another way. It was
extended westward by the application of this subsidy to a point
ten or twenty miles nearer to the terminus on the Georgian Bay
Branch at French River or Cantin’s Bay. This took them nearly
twenty miles nearer to Georgian Bay, and thereby saved the cost
of construction to that extent. During last season two or three
parties were engaged west of this point to find out whether there
was an available track in a nearly straight line from Cantin’s Bay
to the mouth of Pic River on Lake Superior. They had a
located line, or rather an instrumentally surveyed liné, from Pic
River to Nipegon. This country was te a great extent somewhat
rough, still there was a possibility of getting a fair route there,
though it was a question as to what extent it would present
favourable features, as it had only been travelled over. But in
any case they reached the point they proposed to reach by this
route, viz., Cantin’s Bay, by constructing a shorter distance west
from the end of the subsidized line at the south-east corner of
Lake Nipissing at South River.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) protested against the route decided
upon, as conceived in the interests of Ontario, and without regard
to the rights and interests of Lower Canada. Moreover, he
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regarded the reasons given for the selection as insufficient, and
many of them fallacious.

Dr. Tupper questioned the advisability of extending the line
beyond the south and east of Lake Nipissing towards French
River, in the face of the scheme of canalization by which, it was
stated, the navigation of the Georgian Bay could be connected
with Lake Nipissing at a cost of 8886,000. He also urged the
construction of complete railway communication from Ontario
to Manitoba, so that, summer and winter alike, we could reach
the Northwest through our own territory.

After a long debate, Mr. Cameron (North Victoria) moved in
amendment :

“That all the words after ‘ that' tothe end of the said motion be lef* out,
and the following words inserted instead thereof :—‘In the opinion of this
House no subsidy should be granted to the Canada Central Railway Company
for the construction of a Railway to connect with the Eastern Terminus of
Canada Pacific Railway, or the Georgian Bay Branch thereof, except upon an
agreement being entered into by the Company to grant running powers on
terms to be approved of by the Governor-in-Council to all Railways inter-
secting or connecting with the eaid Railway, in accordance with the provi
sions of the Canada Pacific Railway Act, 1874, "

The amendment was negatived by a vote of 94 to 54. Mr.
Bowell (North Hastings) then moved in amendment :

% That the following be added to the said motion :—‘ That in ratifying the
said Order-in-Council this House desires to express its opinion that no pay-
ment should be made to the Canada Central Railway Company on account of
the subsidy for the construction of a Railway to connect with the Eastern
Terminus of the Canada Pacific Railway or the Georgian Branch thereof,
upon rails delivered to the extent of 75 per cent. of the market value thereof,
except upon rails delivered at some point of the line to be constructed, and
upon condition that such rails do become the property of the Government,
until they are laid on the road ready for use.'”

This amendment was also negatived by 96 votes 53, and the
original resolution was agreed to on a division, by 115 votes
to 32.

On the 30th April, the Report of Mr. Fleming, Chief Engineer
of the Pacific Railway, respecting the Western Terminus, was
laid upon the table of the House of Commons. After a very full
discussion of the various routes by which it had been suggested
to reach the Pacific coast, and the objects which were expected
to be attained by the selection of each of them, he concluded by
saying :

“ After weighing every consideration embracing the engineering features of
cach route, I am forced to the conclusion that if a decision cannot be post
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poned until farther examinations be made, if the construction of the railway
must be at once proceeded with, the line to Vancouver Island should for the
present be rejected, and that the Government should select the route by the
rivers Thomson and Fraser to Burrard Inlet.”

On the 4th May, Mr. Mackenzie made his annual statement
respecting the Pacific Railway, and the policy of the Government
on that question, especially in connection with the selection of
the route through British Columbia and the western terminus of
the road. Avoiding as far as possible any reference to the
political aspect of the question, he first noticed rapidly the
original compact with British Columbia, his own objection to
those arrangements, his advocacy on the other hand of the rail-
way as an object in itself desirable, the initial proceedings of the
late Government, the failure to commence the work within the
time agreed, the impossibility of carrying out the terms of union,
the subsequent negotiations with British Columbia, the modified
terms, the temporary abandonment of the portion of the railway
between Lake Nipissing and Thunder Bay, the efforts of his
Government to devise a practicable scheme, the commencement
of the sections which should utilize the existing water communi-
cations pending the construction of the whole line from Thunder
Bay to the Pacific, the defeat by the Senate of the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railway project, the steps taken to construct the Geor-
gian Bay branch and to connect with the existing system of rail-
ways by subsidizing the Canada Central, and the choice of the
Kaministiquia as a terminus. By the end of 1874, clear proof
had been obtained of a favourable route from Thunder Bay to
Rat Portage. The difficulties besetting the undertaking in the
prairie country west of Red River were not great, but the real
obstacles began to present themselves when the attempt had to
be made to pass the Rocky, the Cariboo, and the Cascade ranges
of mountains. Some idea of the vastness of the work might be
conceived by the enormous labour and cost of the survey, prelim-
inary to any action being taken towards “milding any portion of
the road. In the progress of the surveys no less than forty-seven
thousand miles had been traversed by the surveying parties, and
twelve thousand miles had been actually covered by instrumental
survey, or five times the whole length of the line. By the
various dangers encountered no less than forty lives had been
lost. Some of the operations had been carried on in the midst of
winter and under cirsumstances taxing most severely the zeal
and endurance of the officers. The outlay on surveys had been
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as follows: 1871, £30,148; 1872, $489,427; 1873, 8561813;
1874, 8310,224 ; 1875, 8494 529 ; 1876, 8791,121 ; 1877, $7564,624
total, 83,411,897, making a total cost of some $1,300 per mllv.
Of this outlay nearly one-half had been spent in British Columbia,
representing only one-fifth of the entire road. It was not, how-
ever, wonderful that this work should have been so protracted
when it was recollected that the surveys of the great Indian rail-
way from Bombay to the interior occupied four years in a thickly
settled country, while in the case of the Canadian Pacific the
country was to a great extent without population, and afforded
little produce and next to no supplies. In 1873 Mr. Sandford
Fleming had made an estimate of the probable cost of the road
as follows :
Pembiua Branch o $ 1,300,000
Lake Superior to Red River t5 alb s (e ate T els .. 14,700,000
Red River to Rocky Mountains. . a sisosnie 26,000,000
Lake Nipissing to Lake SBuperior Jum tmn vio's 23,000,000
Rocky Mountains to Pacific..... cr eeee.. 35,000,000

Total Calaone vh $100,000,000
The late Administration had prac tu.tlh settled that the terminus
should be at Esquimalt, but that would have entailed the expen-
diture of a large additional sum. Starting from Thunder Bay,
the first objective point was Rat Portage, at the crossing of the
Lake of the Woods; thence the line ran to Selkirk, on the Red
River, twenty-three miles north of Winnipeg. It then crossed
Lake Manitoba and travelled north-west until it reached North-
cote, at the northern end of the Duck Mountains. Thence its
course was westward to Battleford and Edmonton. A more
southerly route from Selkirk had been strongly advocated, but
the deviation to avold the Duck and Riding Mountains and other
nataral obstacles, the extraordinary width and depth of the
valleys of the rivers, and the addition of some twenty to thirty
miles to the length of the road, with a corresponding expense,
had led the Government, supported by the united judgment of
Mr. Sandford Fleming and Mr. Marcus Smith, to determi