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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS,

This report of the proceedings of the Seventh Provincial Sabbath
School Convention, will he found® ample in all the details of that
important meeting.

If the attendance of Delegates was not as large as at some previ-
ous Conventions, the amount'of information and work was no less.
The subjects considered were ably introduced, and the time allotted
for the consideration and discussion of them was found inadequate for
the many who were desirous to express their views upon them.

One general opinion prevailed respecting County Organization,
and it was the manifested desive that the Executive Committee use
their best endeavours to complete the work so well hegun.  To effect
this, the Committee look for the countenance and hearty co-operation
of Sabbath School workers in those Counties that are yet without
Sabbath School Associations.  Will some one or more in each of such
Counties make immediate effort to bring about a Convention. We
cannot do better than to direct attention to the admirable address of
the Rev. . IL Marling on “ County Organization,” as found in this
Report.

Let immediate action be taken.  Correspondence, with the Gen-

eral Secretary, on the subject is invited, and every help that the Com-
mittee can render will cheerfully be afforded.  The voluntary aid of
Brethren acquainted with the work of Sabbath School Conventions

is solicited. The mnames of such volunteers should be sent to the
General Secretary «f once, so that every County Convention may
be attended by deputations from the Provincial Association. This
work of organization is the great work of the year before us.  Let the
willing hearted come forward, and we shall convene (D.V.) in 1871,
with the glad announcement that every Protestant County in the two
Provinces has its Sabbath School Association. An important work is
also before the Counties already possessed of associations ; that of




viii INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.

organizing every township—will they seo to this, so that the benefits
of the Provincial and County Conventions may be cxtended to every
Municipality.

It has been decided to collect the statistics of Sabbath Schools
throughotit the two provinces once in three years. This year printed
forms for obtaining such will be furnished to County Secretaries, and

it is hegged that every effort to cireulate them will be made, so that
let
every Sabbath School send inits returns to the County Secretary
without delay

no school shall be without the means of making known its state

This rw’-]mrl, is sent forth with the sincere prayer that it may be
blessed to all who read it —that the valuable lessons it contains may
be carried out in- our Sabbath Schools generally 5 and, that with in-
creased skill for the work, God may Bless -the Tahours of His servants
with the power of Tis Tloly Spirit, so that multitudes may he added
to all the churches,

On hehalf of the Sabbath School Association of Canada,
WILLIAM MILLARD,
General Seerelary.
. N
The proceedings of this Conventiomywere rgported by Mr, S,
ITutchinson of Toronto.

This report can be had (price 20 cents) upon application to the
Sceretary, hox/1077 P. 0., Toronto.
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

; ' 5
39"“"“1 {Iruninrinl Hubbath 5['[[001 Gunwniiun,

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

FIRST DAY« AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Seventh Provincial Sabbath School Convention for
Ontario and Quebee, commenced its sessions at 2 p-m. on Tues-
day, T1th October, 1870, in the Town Hall, Galt.

The Convention sat three days, and was attended hy about,
five hundred delegates, representing the Sabbath Schools in
nearly every seetion of Ontario.and Montreal.  Ahout half this
numbor were present at the opening session, hesides a number
of xpectators from the town of Galt. — Over the platform were
hung the flags of Britain and the United States, g cefully;
entwined. In letters of green and gold above them was “one

in Christ;™ above this the inseription, “ Christianity knows no
boundary line,"—and over all the angels song, “Glory to God
in the highest, on carth peace, good will towards men.”  Other
appropriate Motloes were placed around the walls, such as,
“Jesus loves little ('hil(lx'vn,"T" Feed my  lambs,"—¢ God is
love,”
not, for of such ix the kingdom of heaven,”— Robert Raikes,”

—Suffer little children to\come unto Me and forbid them

~ Farly religious instruction the nation's safety.”
The Hon. Billa Flint, President of the Sabbath School Asso-
ciation, took the chair and announced the hymn—

“ Al hail the power of Jesus name,”

which was sung by the Convention, Mr. Maitland of Galt, musi-

cal professor, assisted by a choir *leading.
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Rev. My Auld read the T2nd Psalm and offered prayer,

The Chairman announced that the first business was the
appointment of a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing
year, and named the following gentlemen :

Nosivariva Comyrrree—Rev. Joel Briges, Georgetown,
Lhairman; Rev. Thomas Griflith, Brantford ; Rev. T Christo-
pherson, Galt; Rev. o Ho Marling, Toronto; Rev. J. Seott,
Napance ; Rev. Mro MeMullen, Rev. Geo. Bell, Clifton; Messrs.
D. MeLean, J. Go Hodgins, 800S0 Marting Toronto ; My, D, W,
Beadle, St Catharvines s Mro O A Morse, Toronto; Rev. Mr.
Perrin, Georgetown; Rev. Jase Seott, Owen Sound.

This nomination was confirmed by the Convention,

ADDRESS OF THIE RETIRING PRESIDENT.
Hon. Binia Frase, the retiving President, addressed the
Convention as follows

Christian Frionds—1 - pleased to meet you on the present

occasion. | have not forcotten the Belleville Convention.  The

fire e ap theve stll burns. 1 feel itinmy own heart, and T am

sure it still burns in the hearts of all who attended that meeting.
The blessed and holy influence of that Convention renins still
with us, and Tam happy to say that the scepticism with which
some recavded it at itscommencement vanishied before the elose,
I trast the same influcncee will e felt Tiere, that (his beantiful
town mnay be benefitted by vour assembling heve, and that a
great and glovions work may break ont amongst you Gl seores
and hundreds are converted o Godo What s the object of our
meeting together?  Some persons have said, < What is the use
of Sabhath School teachers and others mecting together for the
purpose of talking ahout Sabbath School work 2 Some have
spoken in this way before they attended any of these conven-
tions, but from the impressions they received at the Convention
they have seen veason to change theirminds. May sueh e the
case with all sueh persons here to-day. When I omet the Con-
vention at Belleville, T had just passed my forty-sceond yearasa
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Sabbath School worker. One year more, thanks to Divine Provi-
dence, has been added 1o that period. T ean assure you, my fel-
low workers in this good and glorious canse, that T feel cvery
year more deeply than ever the necessity of heing more devoted
to the worl.  When [ began there were very few Sabbath
Schools in the land. My love of the work has grown as the years
have volled by, and T have always felta love for Sabbath School
boysand givls that 1 could not feel for any other, If any one
had said to me forty-three vears ago, what a great clorious
time we would have in Galt in 18570, in conneetion with Sahlbath
School work, T should have hoen very seeptical on the subject ;
but the work has progressed as vou see, and ity Progress 8 erati-
fying to every fover of his country. For upon What rests the
hope of our country if' not upon our youth 2 That being 50,
should not these youth he tained properly in the Sablath
School in that knowledge that makes wiee mnto salvation s pre-
pared notonly for the dutics of this 1ife, but alwo for the joys of
heaven, Lot us not weary inthis work s as we are sometimes
prone to be, Our object should be to continue and extend our
labours G every ehild in the Dominion i« brought within the
influcnee of the Sabhath School, How many children are there
yetwho do notattend the Sabbath Seliool Here isa work in
which every one may engage. 1 is not for the superintendent
alone o bring in 1o the <chool (hose children who know nothing
ol'its blessed teaching. Tt is not only the work of the teacher,
the scholars may help incitakso. The influence of the last Con-
ventionat Belleville has had aomarked offect wpon allonr Sabhath
Schools there; it has hoen (he means, under God, of not only
awakening the teachers (o livelior < nse ol the'y duty, but of
hringing many of the childeen wnto God, | tenst the same eflect
will be produced here. [ we canonly being the childyren to
love the Savioar, (o Pt their teast in Him—it we can bujld them
ap v that faith, we will erow Lo e hetter people, we shall
have a better country.and ours shall be wonation honoured of
God, beeause we shall Tave honored T This morning the sky
wits clouded, a few drops of vain fell, and it was foaped we would
have wowet day for the opening of our Convention ; hut the
cloads passed away and the bright sun shone out. Kyen 80, if

there be any clouds overhanging this Convention, may they be
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swopt away, and while they last may wo look boyond them to
the glorious sun, the Sun of Righteousness, and pray that He
may shed His light upon us, and chase away every cloud that
stands between us and Him, and between ourselves.  So shall
His work prosper as it has never prospered before. May God
grant that the great work may go on and prosper till every
child throughout the land, whether Protestant or Roman Catho-
lic, be brought to the Sabbath School, to learn of Jesus and His
love, and to be at last saved in heaven. (Cheers).

The Nominating Committee then retived, to prepare a list
of officers, to be submitted to the Convention.  During their
absence the Convention engaged in prayer and praise.

Rev. Wa. Mivnarp, General Sceretary, read the Annual
Roport.

. /
FIFTH ANNUAL REPOBRL/OF THE SABBATH SCHOOL
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA,

BY THE GENERAL SECRETARY.

In reporticg to this Annual Meeting the Sabbath School state of the
Provinces of Ontario and Qm lee, mnl the operations of thi 3
tion during the past year, it is with a grateful sense of God's goodness
and grace, wln(-h has enabled His servants to devise and lubnul with
any measure of success; honoured by Him who has condescended to
employ us, we devoutly aseribe to God all the glory,

One grand result of the last Provincial Convention, was the
unanimous decision to push forward the work of organization in every
county. This was one of the first matters that ongaged the attention
of the Executive,

A sub-committee was appointed to report upon the best means to
organize county and township conventions.

The report of this Committee recommended that an agent should
be engaged, whose whole time, or nearly so, should be at the command
of the Executive Committee; that such agent, accompanied by one or
more of the Committee, or other suitable person or persons, should go
through the several sections of the Province and organize associations,
taking care to leave such associations in charge of those who would see
that they are kept alive, by forming Township gatherings or Institutes
and by corresponding with the General Secretary, That the travelling
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expenses of such a deputation should be equally shared by the Sabbath
School Association of Canada, and the Association of the County or
Section ; but that in destitute parts, if occasion reguired it, this Asso-
ciation should bear all the expenses of such deputaticn, This report
was accepted and adopted. At the next meeting of the committee, it
was resolved to commit this agenoy to the General Secretary, and that
he should be remunerated for his serviees out of the funds of the Asso-
ciation, ~ As the result, County Conventions have been attended and
aided in Frontenac, Peel, Kent, Halton, Waterloo, Lincoln (tor that
county and Welland), l[/nstin;_:s, Middlesex, Brant, Peterboro, Eust
and West Ridings of Yogk, Lennox and Addington, Wellington, Ox-
ford, Bruce, Grey and Ilaldimand.

Besides these, Conventions have been held in the Counties of
Perth, North York, Ontario, North Simeoe, and in Northumberland
two conventions, At these last no deputation attended.

Permanent organizations are established  wherever a deputation
wag preseut. In some counties, Township Conventions have been held
and Sabbuth Sehool Associations established in them,

In some instances, eiations were found already in existence,
Yet it is believed that in every instanee the assistance rendered by
those deputed to attend them has heen most influential for cood.  The
attendance has generally been large ; the topics important and practical,
and discussed with freedom; the addresses have beer inspiring ; and
illustrations of Bible and Infant Class teaching, and of blackboard and
objeet lessons have heen given.  Only in one instance has the General
Seeretary gone alone.  Volunteers from the Committee, and other
devoted brethren have accompanied him, and sometimes at personal
sacrifice have they given their intelligent and loving aid.

In June, the ex-President, D, W. Beadle, Iisq., and the Gen-
cral Seeretary were deputed to attend the llinois State Subbath
School Convention, at Quiney ; there they met 3,500 of the earnest
workers of this Subbath School Banner State, and the audiences were
from 5,000 to 7000 As the Missouri State Sabbath School Con-
vention was to follow in a fow g, and to be held at Hannibal, a
town not far distant from Quiney, the deputation remained to be
present at it also.

The reeeption given to the representatives of Canada was most
hearty, and they abunduntly realized that the “One in Christ” and
the «“ Welcome,” proclaimed by the large mottoes which confronted
them in the vast auditory at Quiney, were no mere words.  As a
special report of these Conventions will be given at a further stage of
this meeting, we need not enlarge here,

“As the Executive Committees of the past two years resolved to
publish detailed statistics of the Sabhath Sehools of these Provinces
only once in three years, no effort has been made to collect them.,
Yet, by request, brief reports by some of the County Secretaries,
and others, have been sapplied, extracts of which we subjoin :




EXTRACTS FROM COUNTY REPORTS, &c., &c. \_
N

BRANT.

This county has received a fresh impulse from its first Convention
held in March, presided over by Judge Jones, and attended by intel-
ligent teachers and many ministers of the gospel ; the exercises were
unm(-m}\ interesting and instruetive,  An Association was set up,
and sceretaries appoifited for the several municipalities, with the
responsibility of establishing township Associations.  This county is
generally well supplied with improving Sabbath Sehools.  The Revs.
Thomas Lowry and Thomas Griflith are the respected secretaries for
the county.

BRUCE,

Mr. J. loglis Paterson 1r]m11\:~ The schools are generally
flourishing. I think our last Convention had a 'mml lﬂu( in awaken-
ing in several loealities renewed interest, Still there
is o great need of a spiritual awakening.” T Iu \aM!('lullOll of Bruce
is in good working order. Do Sinelair, Ksq., M.P.P. s its President.
The last Convention held in Paisley, in July, was largely attended,
some  delegates coming a distance of 10 wmiles; the exercises and
discussions were fullof life

CARLETON.

The Rev. Richard Gavin reports, that he has travelled through
the townships and conversed with Sabbath School teache ud con-
siders, generally speaking,  the condition of fhe schools is far from
prosperous, and that many suffer from want of teaching.”  Mr. G.
adds, Tt were well if' some influence were brought to hear on carnest
living Clristians among us, to induce them to bethink  them of their
duty to the young. An appeal in the form of a tract from the Asso-
ciation might be useful.  Another great hindrance to suceess in rural
districts, is the frequent practice of suspending operations during the
winter, owing to theealleged dificulty of children going to a distance
through deep snow. It is important that public attention be direeted
to this, and some remedial measures insisted on. It strikes e that,
where lars cannot ¢®ue to their teachers, teachers oueht to vo to
their scholars.  Why not multiply schools in winter, so that they
shall be at least as ssible as the week-day schools, which are then
the most frequented

DUNDAN,

Mr, J. Croil says:—“The Wesleyans are the most numerous
body, and their Sabbath School organization pretty efficient.””  Mr.
C. considers that this county may be regarded as the cradle of
Methodism (in Canada), the records of which date from the year
1790, when William Losce, sent by the Conference of New York,
first visited this northern region. The first settlers who came int
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Dundas county, in 1784, were however entirely Lutherans and Pres-
byterians—Germans, from the Mohawk valley.  The Lutherans are
still numerously represented, but, so far as [ know, have only two
organized congregations with ministers; in both of these are well
conducted Sabbath Schools.”  As a Preshyterian, Mr. Croil writes :
‘I do not think that we have mueh to hoast of in Sabbath School work.
The Church of England i cly more numerous than the Preshy-
terians ; they have, -{mwu everal good congregations, in which the
work of Sabbath Sehool roseeuted in a manver becoming its
importance.”  No Convention has been held in this county.
DURITAM.

A few years ago, a county Association was organized here, but
it has died out; (quent attempts to induce a Convention that might
result in reviving associated effort, have hitherto proved unavailing,
Perhaps there are ot less than 90 Subbath Schools in this county,
many of them eflicient and prosperous 5 but there is also a large num-
ber of inferior character.  Could the right man, of willing mind, and
loving the work, be found to act as Seerctary in conjunction with this
Association, a Convention would doubtless be held that would ingpire
with new life this interesting Subbath School field. ¢ Whe will go
for us ? Whom shall we send

ELGIN.
Sends no report this year,

Mr. A Bartlett says:—* luissex, ag o field for Sabbath Sehool
mission work, has not yet been touched, 1 sometimes make little
Journeys to visit Sabbath Sehools.”  1le says also that he has tried
to get up a Sabbath School Convention in Windsor. but failed for
want of co-operation.  About 1,800 children attend Sabbath Schools.
To his knowledge there are but two 1 nion Subbath  Schools in the
county.  About onc-third of the population are Roman Catholics,

FRONTENAC
Is reported by the Rev. T, Chambers, the active county Secretary,
thus:—Tu the department of Sabbath Sehool work, T have to state
that a marked improvement is in some respeets manifest ; a Conyen-
tion for this county took place in the city of Kingston, in December
last ; the procecdings were varied and interesting, largely attended.
A county Association was formed, with the requjbite staff of officers,
It was decided to hold a meeting in cach township, as soon as prac-
ticable.”  Such a mecting has been held in the township of Tough-
boro’, and in Storrington a large meeting of associated teachers and
friends of Sabbath Schools was held. Mr. (. adds, I have good
reason to belicve that a fresh impetus has been given to the Sabbath
School work in this seetion.” A number of local Conventions are
expeeted. f

/




GLENGARY AND GRENVILLE,
Hgvo not been heard from.

GREY.

After several efforts, a Convention was held for thig county, in
Durham ; the attendance was not large, yet ground has.been broken
up by this meeting that will yet repay both those who taught and
heard. The meeting resulted in an Association. This county is a
field for Sabbath School missionary labor, and has been entered upon
by the Ontario Sabbath School Missionary Union. Much requires
to be done here.

HALTON.

Mr. James Ilollinrake states that “the Sabbath Sechools in our
county, from all that T know, are in a healthy thriving state,” yet he
considers there remains much to be done.

HAMILTON,
Not reported.
HALDINAND,

I'rom the Rev. Thos. Wilson, S tary of the County Associa-
tion, we learn that ““ the statistics reecived of the Sabbath Schools of
the county show a slight increase; o few new Schools are reported.
Considerable zeal is shown by the teachers in their work, and there
seem to be but few places in which the lambs of the flock are not
attended to.  Our Convention was a decided suceess: Mr. D. MeLean
was of signal benefit to us.”

HURON

This County needs attention,  No Sabbath School Convention
has ever been held in it that we are aware of.  There are many
Sehools in it and places that vequire to be planted.  An ardent worker
as County Seeretary is the fnstrument required,

HASTINGS,

The veports from this County are” most cneours ing.  The
influence of the Provineial Convention held in Belleville b penetrated
the county.  This meeting was followed last February by a County
Convention, and was one of the most suecessful meetings of a similar
charncter held this year.  The attendance was numerous, delegates
coming from a great distance.  The subjects introduced were well
chosen, opened up, and discussed, and very outspoken were the
acknowledgments of the benefit to those who were present.  An
Asgociation wag formed, with A. 1. Wood, 95q., Warden of the
County as its President, and with officers as agents for the several
municipalities of the Countics.  IHastings possesses a large number of

Wa
filli
«rp
ord
dirc
org:
well
ano
on f

last
forn

as f;
but
fres]

have
usef

Con

the '
e

been

fron
The
incra
natic
was

awal
grea
work



nty, in
broken
ht and
ity is a
d upon
squires

in our
yet he

ssocia-
ools of
ported.

there
re not
cLean

ention
ll]ﬂlly
worker

The
rated
‘ounty
similar

f the
everal

ber of

9

Sabbath Schools, and yet much land in the north part remains to be

ocoupied. Mr. C. Martin writes:—¢The work of Sabbath School

instruction through the blessing of our Heavenly Father, is being

made instrumental in bringing numbers of our children to the chil.

dren’s Saviour. T am expecting during the coming winter we shall

have many township Conventions.”  One has been successfully held.
KENT.

This County has met with a great loss in the departure of Mr,
Warren Martin to Kansas. The Rev. J. H, Stonehouse (who is
filling his office as County Secretary till the end of the year) writes :—
“The Schools of this County as far as T know are in good working
order, and a more lively interest is manifested gencrally in that
direction than at any previous time; some new Sehools have been
organized.  Two township Conventions have been held, which were
well sustained and proved abundantly profitable to the > gatherings;
another is in contemplation, and Sabbath School matters generally are
on the advance,”

To this we can add that the County Convention held in Chatham
last January was successful, and resulted in an Association being
formed.

LAMBTON.

The Rev. We M. Roger writes from Petrolia, that < the cause
as far as wumbers and external progress are concerned s prosperous,
but T fear that from a spiritual point of view there is much need of a )
fresh baptism from on high.  Yet there are many  exeellent people
engaged in the work.  Within the present year scveral new  Sehools
have begun, and from the spirit shown, give promise of vigor and
uscfuluess. — Mr. Roger speaks of the need of a Sabbatlf School
Convention.

LANARK.

By the Rev. Richard Lowis, County Seeretary, we learn that in

the Township of Lanark there is a goodly number of Sabbath Schools,
He realizes the need of a Sabbath Sehool Convention, none yet having
been held, but anticipates holding one another y

LENNOX AND ADDINGTON.

Reported by Rev. W. Scott :— The information received
from several parts of the County is of the most satisfactory kind,
The interest and activity in regard to Sabbath Schools are (*,lmsmntlyf
increasing.  Neveral new Schools have heen opened, chiefly denomi-
national.  Oune County Convention which you attended in Napanee,
was the means of stirring up the minds of Christian people .and
awakening a sense of duty and responsibility, but there yet needs a
greater awakening in the matter of a fuller preparation for Christian
work, by deeper piety and harder study of God's Word.

LEerps—Not reported,
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LINCOLN.

Mr. D. W, Beadle reports—* The County of Lincoln held its
annual County Convention in association with the County of Welland,
at the village of Cirimshy, in February, It was well attended, and w
an oceasion of much profit.  The county was organized by the appoint-
ment of township secretarics. A township Convention was held in
Grantham in June last, which has resulted in the establishment of one
new school in the township, and which has given greater impetus to the
Sabbath School work.  Yet there is much to be done in establishing
more Sabbath Schools in this county, and of training cfficient and ear-
nest teachers.  The Church needs'a new baptism frow on high, that
the piety may be decpened und its energies put forth in work for Jesus,
Children are growing up both in town and country without religious
instructiont  We need in this county a zealous missionary, who will go
from house to house, and talk to the people of Christ and 1lis salva-
tion, and raise up teachers. There are places where it is casy to gather
in the childgen, but impossible to find those who are willing to super-
intend and teach.

MEGaNTIc—No report,

MIDDLESEX.

[ Inchiding London,]

Mr. J. J. Dyas reports—< In both city and county the attend-
ance at the schools has been encouraging, though the inerease of teachers
has not kept pace with that of the scholars, Why cannot there be
found among church members a fow more who are willing to teach the
little ones the love of (od 2 This is the great want of Middlesex.
Two Township Conventions have been held and another will take place
next month—the interest in our meetings is gaining eround, and con-
sequently the interest in Subbath Sehools will be greatly increased.”

MONTREALL

Mr. . K. Grafton, writes—* There are in conncetion with(Fivan-
gelical Protestant churches 54 schools, with an average :Nl:-nvl&nov of
850 teachers and 6000 scholars. — There are a number of laree Bible
Classes, mainly of young men and women. The reports indicate great
irregularity of attendance on the part of teachers, who number nearly
1,000, There is also a great disparity between the number of seholars
on roll books, and the average attendance. The number of pupils
during the winter must exceed 7,500, With few exceptions the schools
report a slight increase in numbers ; some report diminished numbers,
and one has been closed through the removal of the troops. A lively
interest in missions is maintained in most of the schools. In some the
contributions have ranged cSundny by Sunday] from 50 cents to one
dollar per pupil per annum,

The Montreal Sabbath School Teachers Association, held last
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winter several profitable meetings, M. Grafton states respecting the
Subbath Schools of the Province of Quebec generally, that he considers
“there is a growing interest in some parts, and an endeavour to render
the schools more attractive; but what the results are in the way of
religious influence and conversion he cannot say."”

Norrorxk—No report received.

NORTHUMBERLAND,

The Rev. Thos. Alexander says—< There have been two (onven-
tions held in this county, one in Colborne in February, at this there
was a good attendance, not only of ministers and teachers, but also of
the inhabitants. A sccond Convention was held in Brighton in June,
—here the attendanee was not S0 ;;'nml, yet those present were hvfu’ly
in the eause. At both of these meetings the topics were well chosen
and the exercises profitable.”  Mr. Mlexander adds—¢ |t is to be
expected that when a few such Conventions take place in different
parts of the county, they will e more highly appreciated, for surely
they arve the nurseries of the chureh,”

ONtARIO N.—Unreported.

ONrarto S.—>Mr. Hayward reports a very interesting Conven-
tion—the best results are anticipated.

Orrawa—Sileat,

OXFORD.

The Rev. J, Straith informs us that, “the Sabbath Schools in
this feounty ave creatly improved, I believe, in every respeet.  The
attedance of pupils is larger, and more recular—the manner of con-
ducting the schools is improved ; teachoers give mo tention to their
preparations and dutics, and the youth seem to reecive the sineere milk
of the word with greater avidity and interest, and | fully believe young
hearts are heing won to Jesus.” The ercat obstacle in the way 1s the
hardness of many of the parents. T have reason to believe that the
Conventions held in the county have been productive of much good, in
awakening and directing attention to these most blessed institutions,
which are, as a means, the great hope of the church.”

PEEL.

Has the oldest Sabbath School Association in Ontario. The 12th
Convention of Subbath School Teachers met in the Village of
vale, in January.  The Chureh was insuflicient, for the lnr;:lﬂwning
audienees.  The sessions were profitably occupied ; there was no lack
of intelligence or Christian feryor, Upon the whole, there is a grow-
ing interest in Sabbath School work in this County, and where loving
and diligent teachers are found, there is no falling off, but an
increased attendance of scholars. Yot heavenly showers are needed,
and fruit, in the conversion of the young.  With growing intelligence,




12
the power of the Spirit of God is the great requirement.  Here also
there is room for Sabbath School extension, and it is contemplated to
engage a Missionary for this purpose.  The funds have already been
provided for the work.

PERTH.

It is reported ““impossible to give an intelligible outline even ” of
the addresses made upon the various subjcets chosen for discussion,
during the Convention held in the Town of St. Marys, in January,
The Secretary, the Rev. Mr. Hamilton, in bLis report given at that
meeting, say It has been felt by those who attended our last
meeting that such meetings are fitted to stimulate Sabbath School
teachers.”  The attendance at the Convention was large, the addresses
inspiring, and the discussions beneficial.  The President, in closing,
said that while at first he was rather skeptical of the utility of Sabbath
School Conventions, his experience at Stratford last y altered his
opinion, and he affirmed his complete reclamation to the views of the
Conventional A Sabbath School Asspiation is sct up, aud with
an active See y, and the Rev. Mr. Witers as President. We look
for great things through God’s blessing.

PETERBORO',

This County convened in the Town of Peterhoro’ under the
Presidency of Mr. . Rutherford, and as the result of the Convention,

a Sabbath School Association for the County was organized.  Much
eredit is due, under God, to the active Seerot iy, The meeting was
a good one, and the discussions were much aided by the attendanee of
Dr. D. W, Beadle, from St Catharines. There is a laree number of
Schools already, some of which are well attended and conducted : yet
there is very much to he done in some parts of the County.  No
special report has been furnished

Pontiac—Not reported.
Prescorr—Not reported,
PRINCE EDWARD,

MroJo W Porte reports i— The Subbath Schools in this County
are, as a general rule, pretty well attended, but suffering from bei ¢
closed in winter,”

QUueBEC Ciry—-Furnishes no report.,
Rexerew—Not reported.
RUSSELL.

Not reported.  We have lost a valuable helper in the Rev. Mr.
Smith, County Sceretary, who is now settled in Belloville,

SuERBROOKE—No report of the Schools g nerally.
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SIMCOE NORTH,

Simeoe north had its Convention in July. Intelligence, harmony,
and love characterized its proceedings, The County Secretary, Rey.
J. G. Sanderson presided, and the meeting is described as . most
profitable one.  Sabbath School work is extending in this part of the
the County, and in some measure keeping pace with the increase of
the population.  Much is due to the worthy Secretary.

BIMCOE SOUTH.

The Rev. Mungo Fraser states :— Sabbath School work, upon
the whole, is progressing favourably in our half of the County. No
Convention has been held It is hoped we shall have more success
this year. Many parts of the County require to be stirred up in
Sabbath School matters; a Convention ‘would have the desired effect,’?

Srormoxr—Silent.

TORONTO CITY.

By its excellent Sceretary, Mr, J. Joseph Woodhouse, tells ug
that “in the absence of statistics from each School, 1 am unable to
furnish as much information as could be wished.  From enquiries
made, however, I am happy to report favorably, Many Sehools
maintain their status; some are rapidly growing: some which have
Five new
\Hclmols, 2 Baptist, 2 Iipiscopal, and one in connection with the Scotch

Kirk, have been established (L think) since last Provineial Convention,
and a sixth is in contemplation. The Sehools now existing, (excepting
Roman Catholies and those considered not evangelicul) are 54 in
number.

There is no general Sabbath Sehool Union, but three or four of
the denominations have their own: these are a source of good, and
promise to become still more cffective means of improvement, The
present rupid growth of our city calls for renewed and increased
energy in the prosecution of the Master's work, and I trust that the
reflex influence of the coming Convention will do much to arouse and
encourage Sabbath School teachers, not only here, but throughout all
parts of our favored land.

The General Seeretary has been furnished, by J. G. Hodgins,
Esq., with a plan of mission work in the Toronto Gaol.  Here devoted
Christians come to bring, by the aid of God's Spirit and Holy Word,
each of the prisoners, all alike, to the Redeemer's feet to be clothed,
and, by Iis grace, restored to their right mind.  The average number of
prisoners who voluntarily attend the classes on the Sabbath day s
from 60 to 100, including several bogs.  They are divided into
classes, of from 4 to 6 each.  The order of exercises is prepared and
and indicated by a printed scheme; the work is conducted by a
Superintendent, ‘aided by from 10 to 15 Christian friends, belonging
to various churches in the city.
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VavpreviL—Supplies no report.

VICTORIA,

It is much regretted that this Sabbath School Association is
without the help of a Sceretary in this county, yet, through the
kindness of Mr. Jolin Gilmour, civeulars of the Convention have been
sent to it, and it is hoped that, by the representatives of some of its
Sabbath Schools, we may, during this Convention, learn of its case
and welfare, and find a volunteer who, as its Sceretary, will join us
as worker in Association.

WATERLOO.

The Rev. . Christopherson reports as follows: — <\ most
successful county Convention was held in Berlin, last February,
Notwithstanding the novelty (to many ) of such a meeting, the eirculars
sent out were the means of securing a large attendance, and the pre-
sence of zealous Sabbath School workers from abroad tended not a
little to give that profit to the occasion, as led to the determination to
hold a similar Convention in the same town next year.  Township
secretaries were appointed, and we have under contemplation the
establishment of township Associations,  Our excellent Seeretary at
Baden has advised the practice of appointing delegates for the visita-
tion of the schools in the county.

WELLAND,

By the Sceretary, Rev, (. Bell, we learn that © The Jast County
Convention (Lincoln and Welland) held at Grimshy, in the Western
part of Lincoln, was a very interesting one ; more than usually” prac-
tical ; and I believe, resulting in a deeper interest being taken in Sab-
bath School work.  The neeessity of extending the orzanization in the
towns, villages and townships was more deeply felt, and much care was
used to seleet the most suitable men for local Seeretaries,

Soon after the County Convention the Exccutive Committee
issued a cireular to the local Seeretaries, giving them information as to
the duties required of them, amd another for general distribution among
Sabbath School workers, urging the holding of loeal Conventions. T'he
matter was taken up carnestly, and Conventions have heen held in Pel-
ham, Crowland and Welland, and one is appointed to he held in Drum-
mondville on the dth x)‘f October, for the municipalities of Clifton,
Chippawa, and Stamford.

We hope to carry the work into two or three other townships be-
fore the nest County Convention.  This is appointed to be held in
Welland, and we hope thereby to excite an interest in the work, in the
Southern part of the county from which we have not had very many
delegates in time past,
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WELLINGTON.

Rev. BE. Barker and Mr. John Perry report,
tion of our association in 1869, an cffort was at once made to as or-
tain, as correctly as possible, the condition of Sabbath Schools within
our county. The result is, that we have returns from <5 schools, with
an attendance of 5491 scholars, and 546 teachers. v

Considerin the visiting of schools a matter of ymuch import-
ance, our late President, Mr. Thomas Mair, and fsome of our
Seeretaries, spent eonsiderable time in such visits.  Thelvery excellent
p of Mr. Weshroom, M ssionary from the Ontario Sabbath
School Union, has been productive of happy and favourable results,
and we cannot be too thankful for his visit to our county.  During
this time he addressed about 2760 children, and visited 21 s¢hools;
he organized six new schools, with 45 teachers and 224 scholiys, he
delivered 55 addr hesides distributing a laree amount of Sahbath
School literature, In a word, the indef: able labours of Mr,
Wesbroom have been erowned with much suceess,

The first

“After the forma-

annual meeting of our Association was held here on the
28th and 29th June, and though the weather durin some of the sit-
tings was rather unfavourable, the attendance was fair. 54 delegates
were present, including the Rev. W, Millard, D MeLean, Esc
Morse, Esq., and Mr. W, Weshroom from Toronto, Subjects

great interest in regard to Sabbath Schools, were brought before the
Convention and di ussed—many important hints and sugaestions
thrown out by delegates,

WENTWORTH,

No report reecived. It it most desirable that an eficient Seere-
tary he seeured for this county, one who will help to carry out the
objects of the Sabbath School Association of Canada.

YORK—F CAND OWEST RIDINGN.

Mre JUT W Wallace says, ¢ We have had a Convention, the first
in the vidings, held in the village of Weston on the 20(h and 30th
March last, anl cousidering the very bad roads, was wel] attended and
fquite a suceess,  We expect to hold another the third week jn Febru-
ary next. L do not consider the Sabbath Sehool cause in my field to
he in a very prosperous state ; yet T believe we are progres The
want of greater progress is found in the want of more intelligent,
zealous, and carnest workers, who realize their responsibility to Jesus
the great Master ; and to their follow beings, or, in other words, offi.
cers and teachers who study the lesson themselves until they carnestly
desire to impart the information they have obtained from warm and
loving hearts, to lh(r(- whom they wish to benefit,”
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NORTH YORK.

Mr. J. P. Irwin writes—* Our last County Convention was a
decided success. It was held in the village of Newmarket. Two days
were spent in discussing and practicing the art of teaching. The Con-
vention came to an end, all feeling it good to be there. I would say
that while there is a decided improvement, there is much to be done
to awaken sufficient interest in this good work, in this county. M:ly
the Lord of the harvest send labourers into his field already ripe.”

My Mitparo remarked that in reading these extracts of
Reports from the counties, we conld not but be impressed with
the prevailing testimony they hore to the great importance of
County Conventions.  Like the Rev. Dr. Waters of® St. Mary’s,
all who attend them are made converts to their importance and
value. Tt seemed to him that those counties which express their
great need of such conventions should be visited perhaps the first,
Ie would say that the Associntion had, during the past yoear,
done as much convention and organization work as they possibly
could, and that one reason why some of the County Conventions
had not been attended by a deputation from the Association was
that other similar conventions were held at the same time.

Mr. Thos. Nixon, Toronto, moved, scconded by Rev. Joel
Briggs, that the report of the General Seercetary be adopted.—
Carried unanimounsly.

TREASURER'S REPORT.

- A
" Hon. Joux McMureien, M. P, P Treasurer, submitted tho
following extract ot accounts for 1869

RECETIPTS,
Balance from last year o000 000l B
Received from Belleville Convention, per Seerctory
From Tocal Treasurer
Schools and Subscribers
Proceeds of Mr Phillips's concert, .
Reportssold ...
Received for advertisements

$1,048 58
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DISBURSEMENTS.
Paid President’s order in favour of Sceretary
Printing reports, &c. ..,
Advertisi
Postage .

19
00
507

$1,048 58

Mr. MeMurrien added that every account that had reached
him had been paid, but e had_been informed by the Seeretary,
that there was a printing agtount not yet rendered. He was
sorry to say that there \\':‘;A':mo(hor obligation resting upon them
(but it was the only ono) of the sum of $300 duc to their worthy
Seeretary.  There were a number of sums pledged at the Jast
Convention, not yet paid, and on comparing the list with his
book, he found that these sums were about enough to cover the
amount due to the Seerctary.  If gentlemen present whose
schools were in arrears, would send in theip contributions to him

he would report the amount reecived af a subsequent stago of

the Convention, and they would then know their exact financial
position.

Mr. Miniaro said that the printing account would be rather
large, as it embraced all the printing preparatory to the holding
of the Convention, including 4,500 cireulars, certificates for the
railways, cte., which in previous years had been paid for before
the Convention met.

On motion of Mr. R. McLean, the Treasurer's report was
adopted.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Rev. Geo. BELL, Chairman of the Nominating Committes,
submitted the following list of officers for this year:

PRESIDENT :
Mr. JAMES YOUNG, M.P., Gavr.
VICE-PREBIDENTS :
Hon. Biuua Fur, Belleville, | Rev.J. K. Swmitn, Galt,
D. W. Beadle, St. Catharines, | Rev. Gro. Beww, Clifton,
Rev. F. H. Manting, Toronto, | J. M. Dexrox, London,
J. G. Hopaxs, Toronto,

Rev. H. Cimistopnersoy, Galt,

Rosert J. WaLker, Toronto,

TREASURER :
Hon. JOHN McMURRICH, M.P.P.,, Toroxro.

GENERAL BECRETARY :
Rev. W. MILLARD, Toronto.

MINUTE SBECRETARIES :
Rev. Tuos. Guirrrrs, Brantford, W. Avawmsow, Toronto,
Rev. Jonn Learovp, Ingersoll, Rev, Mr, Morrow, Princeton

These nominations were unanimously confirmed.

Mr. Young being absent, on motion, Hon. Billa Flint was
requested to preside until the evening session.

The following committee wero appointed to arrange the
order of business during the sittings of the Convention :—

Business Commirree—Rev, Jool Briggs, of Georgetown,
Chairman; Mr. D. McLean, Toronto ; Rev. W. Millard, Toronto ;
Mr. W. J. McCalla, St. Catharines; Mr. A, J. (. Henderson,
London ; Rov. W. H. Poole, Iamilton ; Mr. Chas. Raymond,
Guelph; Rev. F. L. Marling, Toronto ; Mr. R. McLean, Galt ;
Mr. Robt. Smith, Brampton ; Rev. Mr. Livingstone, Brantford ;
Rev. Mr. McAllister, Ancastor, and My, J. T,. Blaikie, Toronto.

Rev. Alfred Taylor, editor of the « Sunday School Work-
man,” of New York, was introduced by Rev. . 11, Marling, and
took a seat on the platform amid hearty cheers.

Mr. Maitland sang “ What shall the harvest be,"—the Con-
vention joining in the chorus.

r

devot
tho s
ties, |
repor
]
Asgoc
land,
both
perha
situat
and tl
tion o
ship ¢
could
way,
encou:
those
work ;
(Hear
work
gathe
Thus
tricts
nectio
Christ
times
getting
when 1
they n
perhay
school.
alittle
of Tayn
in ever
two cot
he beli
in ever
Re
learnt |
he hope
in his |
had not



1L way
¢ the

town,
onto;
erson,
mond,
Galt;
tford ;
nto.

Work-

7, and

 Con-

19

COUNTY SECRETARIES VERBAL REPORTS.
6

The Chairman, said the remainder of the session would be
devoted to hearing reports from County Secrotarics relative to
tho state of the Sabbath School cause in their respective locali-
ties, in addition to what was embodied in the general Secretary’s
report.

Mr. D. W. Beaprg, Secretary of the County of Lincoln
Association, said his county had united with the County of Wel-
land, in holding a Convention, and had found the arrangement
both convenient and profitable. The same plan of union might
perhaps be profitably carried out in other counties similarly
situated. They had had a very pleasant convention last winter,
and the result of it was a more thorough and efficient organiza-
tion of the two counties. Besides tha, they held several town-
ship conventions, where all the Sabbath School workers they
could got togother met and talked over the work in a familiar
way, compared their troubles and difficultics and successes, and
encouraged and helped one another. The result of this was that
those (wo counties wore making progress in Sabbath School
work ; they were sending out missionaries among themseives,
(Hear, hear.)  Several gentlemen devoted a weok or so to the
work of going out into the counties, and holding little township
gatherings, when questions rc lating to the work were discus:
Thus they were stirring one another up, and in the
tricts tho schools were improving by these means.  In this con.
nection he could not forbear paying’a tribute to the Young Men's
Christian Association. (Hear, hear.) They had found some-
times in organizing schools in the rural parts, great difficulty in
getting somo one who was willing to act as Superintendent; hut
when they appealed to (he Young Men's Christian Association,
they never failed to get some one to take that position, though
perhaps he would have to walk three or four miles to attend the
school. Irom the result of these efforts he was convineed that
alittle more carnestness and zeal and perseverance on the part
of laymen would vesult in-the establishment of a Sabbath School
in every school section in the country.  (Hear, hear))  In those
two counties at least ho could say that a work had begun which
he believod would lead to the establishmont of a Sabbath School
in overy school district. (Checers.)

Rev. Dr. Tuornron, Oshawa, said they had in his county
learnt the advantages of county and township Conventions, and
he hoped every friend of the Sabbath School cause would do all
in his power to aid in gotting up these associations, where they
had not been held.
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A gentleman from Prince Edward remarked that the diffi-
culty they had found in connection -with Bible classes, was to
got good teachers. He instanced a school where the Bibloe clasg
was almost a failure, until a lady took hold of it, and by her
persevering efforts, succeeded in inercasing the interest in it,
il now she hgd a class of over one hundred. Although they
had nott yet held a Convention in Prince Edward, yet he could
say that the work on the whole was in a prosperous state,

Rev. Mr. Briges, from the Business Committee, reported the
order of procecdings for the evening session.

The Doxology was then sung, and Rev. Mr. Ault pro-
nounced the benediction.

FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION.

The Convention ve-ngsembled at 7 o'clock, in Knox Church,
and spent the first halfhour in devotional exercises, led by the
Rev. George Bell, of Clifton,

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT EILIX

MeoJaves Yousa, M.D., the President-clect, having heen
introduced by the retiving President, addressed the Convention
as follows :—Ladies and gentlemen of the Convention,—I have
to thank u for the honor done me, during my absence in
Elora to-day, of clocting me your President for the present year.
Psay, frankly, that I have seldom felt more inadequate to the
])m}wr discharge of the duties of any position which I have ever
been invited to fill; but asx your call has heen unanimous, [
cordially accept it, assured that T shall have, in the discharge of
the duties of the chair, your hearty support and sympathy, and
that you will be, to use an old couplet,

S0 my virtues ever kind,
"l'u my faults a little blind.”

As your presiding Qlﬂim-r, I can justly congratulate the Conven-
tion upon the happy auspices under which wo come together.
Galt is not a large town, and it is not often we have such an
invasion as has talen place to-day, but the people generally
have extended a cofdial ‘welcome to each and o all—a welcome
both to their homes and their hearts,  We have present on this
occasion, not only many of the most earnest workers for Christ
in tho Sabbath Schools of Canada, but also the Rev, Alfred Taylor
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of New York, and Father Paxson, of St. Louis, Mo, and the Rev.
Henry Clay Trumbull, of i[m'lﬁ)rd, Conn., is expected to-mor-
row—friends whom we greet not only as eminent workers in
the cause of Sabbath Schools, but as citizens of a great and kin-
dred nation, bound to one common mother—(Great Britain—by
a common lineage, language, laws, literature, by a common
religion; in fact, by every tie which ought to bind two nations
together in everlasting friendship and peace. (Loud cheers).
It is also gratifying to be able, from the torie of (he Report read
by the Secretary this afternoon, to congratulate yowon the fruit
which has attended your past Conventions, and to know that,
on this occasion, important subjects are (o be brought under
your deliberation, which it is hoped will render our Sabbath
Schools still more efticient for the glorious work of imparting
religious instruction to the young. Wo live, Christian friends,
in a wonderful age, and in nothig more wonderful, [ think,
than its Christian activity.  (Hear, hear). T am not of that
school who take a gloomy view of the world’s progress—who
believe it is annually growing worse. It is impossible {o re-
member the rocent war on (liy continent, out of the din and
smoke of which four millions of slaves became freedmen, with the
right to wership God as they pleased—it is impossible (o cast a
glanco across the broad Atlantic, to the startling events now
transpiring, without feeling that, amidst all the passion, the
folly, the strife, the bloodshed, the wickedness of man, Jehovah
reigneth, and that under His rule it is impossible that humanity
can be receding from tifo Light, and drifting backward to the
darkness and gloom of eternal night.  (Cheers). It may be,
indeed I believe it is a fact, that in the great battle botween
right and wrong which has been going on cver sineo the crea-
tion, the lines have never been so sharply defined as at present.
There is, in my opinion, an intensity in the wickedness on ono
side, never surpassed in any previous agoe; but there is also on
the other an amount and intensity of Christian effort, zeal and
liperality never before witnessed, which must go on increasing
until the banner of the Cross is planted, and the pure principles
of Christianity triumph, in every part of the habitable globe.
This Convention may be regarded as a sign of the times—an
evidence of the increasing Christian activity of the age. It is a
gratifying sign to sce so many, belonging to different sects and
bodies, in this large, influential and harmonious Convention.
Though divided on minor points, you are all united on the fund-
amental principles of Christianity, and one in heart and senti-
ment in regard to the cause of Sabbath School instruction,
(Cheers). Tt speaks woll for tho Christian activity of our
country, that so many have loft their homes, their families and
their business, to take part in this Convention.  But the Sab-
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bath School cause is worthy of every exertion. I know no
subject in the realms of science, of art, of literature, or of philan-
thropy more worthy of the consideration of a deliberative
assombly. The good which Sabbath Schools have done, even in
a single town like Galt—the good which they have effected in
Canada—the good which they have accomplished for the world,
only the cycles of eternity will reveal; and in assembling
togother to push on the glovious work, this Convention is war.
ranted to expoct the Divine blessing and the hearty God-speed
of every true friond of the youth of our land. (Choers).

Hymn—<O for a thousand tongues to sing.”

The President announced that the next in order on the
programme was the Address of Welcome.

Rev. J. B. Muir, Pastor of St. Andrew’s Church, Galt, said :
Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, the pleasing duty of welcom.
ing the Convention to Galt now devolves upon me.  We welcome
you as co-labourers in the same work in which many of us in
Galt are engaged.  We do not welcome you as Englishmen,
Irishmen, or Scotchmen, or even as Canadians, for “a man's a
man for a’ that,"” although Canadians have no nationality.  We
welcome you as Christian brothers, as Christian laborers engaged
inone of the grandest and greatest works in which the servants
of Christ can be engaged. At first T had my misgivings in
regard to the Convention coming to Galt, but when T see around
me such an array of intelligent Christian men and women, all
my doubts and mixgivings ave dissipated like the mists from yon
river when the sun rises above the horizon, (Hear, hear.) 1
think our meeting in Galt will be crowned with success, and
from what T have seen, it seems to me that {he people of Galt
are cordially endeavouring to do all they can to make your
residence here, short though it be, as comfortable, as pleasant,
and as instructive as it can he. (Cheers)  The gentleman who
oceupies the presidential chair rejoices in being a Galt youth.
Ie was broueht up in Galt, and received a part of his Sabbath
School training in the church of which 1 have the honour {o be
pastor; and T may add that Mr. Maitland who presides over the
musical department of the Convention, is a universal favorite in
Galt, and in my opinion, ix sccond to no precentor that 1 know
of'in thix good Dominion of ours, (Cheers.)  You have met
here for the purpose of coneerting measures for the hetter train-
ing of the youth of our land.  The training of our youth in
secular knowledge is a most important task, and they who
undertuke it should he competent and efticient; but how much
more 50 should they he who are engaged in the great and impor-
tant work of instructing the youth of our land in the knowledge
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of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He who takes upon him
that task requires not only to have a knowledge of the Christian
I,lnn7 but also to be a living epistle known and read of all men.
The laborers in the Sabbath School are working for etornity.,
Cicero, a Roman orator, spoke for clernity ; Apelles, a Grecian
painter, painted for eternity ; Phidias, o Girecian sculptor, used
Lis chisel for cternity. If these old heathens spoke and wrought
in order that succeeding generations might give a kind of
carthly mortality to their work, are you not engaged in some-
thing nobler far? - You are engaged in instilling into the minds
of the children committed to your charge, those great prin-
ciples of divine truth which are at the basis of all true character,
and without which a community cannot long oxist, much less a
nation. It scems to mo that the work of the Sabbath School
teacher is very much like the work of a little girl T have scen,
who wished to train a little lamb (o take milk. She tried
various ways, but at last she put her finger into the mouth of
the lamb, and led it to the pail of milk, and afterwards she had
no difficulty in rearing it.  And so it ix, I apprehend, with
those who are engaged in teaching in the Sabbath School,
Some teachers are like the dry fingers that have nothing to
give. If they would only bring their children to the sincore
milk of the word, that they may grow ther 1y, they would be
doing just what 1le who said, “Suffer littlo children to como
unto me and forbid them not,” would have cenjoined upon them,
In these Conventions we have the advantage of communicating
to one another our difierent w of carrying on our Sabbath
Schools. We can get more bencfit from (lose Conventions here
than they can in the old country, because of the variety of
nationalities amongst us and consequently of plans of teaching ;
and the more we meet together and discuss {hose matters, the
more cflicient can we make our Sabbath Schools.  You have
said, Mr. President, that we live in stirring  times ;j—we do
indeed. Tt scems to me as if the bonds of society were being
sundered by the rude hand of anarchy and war,  Who would
have thought two or three months ago that there was to be such
astate in Burope as we now see?  Who would have thought
some three weeks ago, that cight weeks after (he promulgation
of the Infallibility dogma, he who was declared by it to be
infallible, would cease to be a temporal prinee?  Verily, sir, as
you have well said, the hand of God is clearly seen in the events
that have transpired upon the continent of Kurope.  We are {o
cease from man, and trust in (hat Saviour, who alone can save.
We are to cease from all the traditions (hat have been handed
down from past centurios, and trust in that Word which has God
for its author, truth for ity subject, and salvation for its object
and aim.  Out of all this tumult and strife, all this ambition and
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passion, it secms o me that men will be enabled to sco more
and more how that despotism cannot make men brothers; how
that even Republicanism cannot make men brothers; how that
the Papacy has failed altogether in making men brothers; and
I may add they will sce that philosophy  cannot make men
brothers, nor can socialism or communism; but that there is one
system only- that can make us hrothers and sisters, and that is
Christianity ; aid only one person in whom we may all unito
and find welcome, and that is the Lord Josus Christ who said in
prophetic language, <1, if T be lifted up from the earth will
draw all men unto me.” In looking forward to the time when
all men shall be united, T see in these Conventions a means to
that end.  We are beginning to sce that after all it is wrong to
fight over unimportant matters, and thus to cripple the wheels
of Christian progress.  We are trying to hasten the time when
the Tittle stone cut out of the mountain without hands, shall
cover the whole earth, and when men shall not say one to
another, “ Know ye the Lord, but all shall know him from the
least unto the greatest.” May ours and similar Conventions
hasten on this wuppy  time for our world.  But whilst the
Sabbath School is important as an auxiliary to the Church, it
should be ouly supplementary to the worlg of parents at home.
It seems to me that in this continent there is a tendency to
shirk this parental training of the young, happily so common in
the old land from which I came Napoleon when asked once
what agencies best promoted the welfare of a country, replied,
“Mothers!” T would add an epithet to that word, and say,
< Christian Mothers " They who hand over their little children
to the care of Sabbath School teachers;, without first training
them themselves and leading them to tho throne of grace in
order that God's blessing may rest upon them, fail in their
duty and commit a great mistake. That is the view I take

of the Sabbath School. It does not substitute tho work of

the Sabbath School teacher for the work of the parent; it is only
supplementary to it and an auxiliary of the Church of Christ.
We have with us on this occasion” several friends from tho
Inited States. T am suro that we wolcome them as heartily as
we do our Canadian brethren, to our homes, our hearths, our
altars and our hearts. (Cheers.)  To me it scoms impossiblo
that that great branch of the Anglo-Saxon race that oceupios
the territory south and west of us, should ever so far forget
their grand old lincage, thoir grand old literature, their grand
old history, as thrilling as the annals of chivalry, as (o como to
fight with our beloved Canada, Cheers.) I do not believe

that ever this will take place. hile T like their invasions of

Christian fraternity from the other side, armed invasions we
are prepared to oppose (o the very doath. (Cheers.)  But 1
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believe those armed invasions that have been made upon our
territory from the othor side, have been made in defiance of the
principlos and the views of the Christian men and women of the
great Republic.  (Cheers.)  We like you to come here as you
come tu-([ay, for we believe in that beautiful motto on the wall,
“Christianity knows no boundary lino!” We are all brothers
and sisters in Christ, who are labouring together for the advance-
ment of religion amongst the youth.  You have all soen, | daro
say, the beautiful arch of evergreens over the bridge, with the
inseription on it of “ Welcome” to our good town. As an
cmblem of our hospitality, may it be ever green in your hearts,
and remind you that theve is in Galt a company of the great
army of Sabbath School workers on this continent.  Wo read
that once upon a time a Roman Emperor was so filled with
hatred against the people of that city, that ho wished they were
alla biped that he might strike its "head oft at one blow. To
night, though no Roman Emperor, but only an humble minister
of the Presbyterian Church, I could wish "that this Convention
was a biped, that [ might clasp you all to my heart and say,
“God speed to all your efforts!” (Cheers.)

Hymn—¢ Breast the wave, Christian,” was then sung,

REPORTS OF DELEGATES TO THE UNITED STATES.

The President said that since the last Convention, Mr. D,
W. Beadle and the Rev. Mr. Millard had attended the State
Sabbath School Conventions of Illinois and Missouri, as a depu-
tation from this Associntion, and he would now call upon them
to give an account of what they had there seen and heard.

Mr. D. W. Beaote—It would he quite impossible for me to
comply with the request of our worthy President, and in the
short time that I can be allowed, give you a recital of what was
done at the three days’ Convention in Quincy, Illinois —a gath-
ering of some 6,000 Sabbath School teachers—and at the large
gathering afterwaids held in Hannibal, Missouri. But there
were one or two points of interest that struck my own mind,
which I will endeavor to lay before you. One thing that struck
me particularly was the largo scale on which they did the work
there.  The meeting was held in a large rink, which was com-
fortably seated, and the floor covered with tan-bark and sawdust
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that there might be no noise, and all that large building was filled
with people. T enquired where they all came from, and was
told that some 3,000 of them came from the country, and the
rest from the city.  On further enquiry, I found that the Con-
vention was not a delegate Convention, that is, there were no
delegates sent from cach school to represent it, but every
Sabbath School worker in the State was invited to moet in Con-
vention (cheers), and that was the way they got up so large a
Convention. T beliove that is a grand feature in their Conven.
tions.  What is the object of our Conventions ? Why, it is to
get as much information, by rubbing our hrains together, as
possible.  You may say we do this by our county and township
Conventions.  We are doing this, it is true, as” far as we can,
but allow me to say that we cannot convey into these smaller
Conventions these great Sabbath School workers we have here
—men such as Stephen Paxson, of Missouri, the Rev. Alfred
Taylor, of New York, and the Rey. Henry Clay Trumbull, of
Connecticut.  But if we could got up a mass meeting Convon-
tion, many more of our Sabbath’ School teachers could have the
advantage of hearing those great minds. T understand Tondon
is going to ask for the Convention next year, and I challenge
London to call a mass Convention, (Cheers). Lot every one
come who is engaged in the work, and you will find, 1 think,
that you can accomplish a great deal more good than you could
by a delegate Convention. There was another feature that
strack me with a good deal of interest af the Quincy Conven-
tion.  They were discussing the subject of uniform lessons—not,
only uniform lessons in eacli school, hut for the whole State, and
even for the whole of the United Stagoes and Canada, too.
(Cheers). 1In discussing this sulject, they took the lesson for
the nex{ Sabhath—Christ raising from the dead the son of (he
Widow of Nain—that was the lesson for nearly the wholo of the
State the next Sabhath.  There wde there six thousand Sab-
bath School teachers listening to each other, how they would
teach that lesson. It was o grand seene, Tassure you,  One
after another got up, and each gave fiesh, light upon the sub-
Jeet. T thought I had studied that lesson pretty well—for it
happened 1o he the lesson in my own school—but I got more
light wpon it, in that half-hour's diseussion, than I could begin
to express (o you.  (Cheers).  Now if woe could only, to-morrow,
take up next Sabbath’s lesson and diseuss it, what a vast amount
of information would we get. But that was not the whole of
the plan that was discussed at Quiney.  They proposed to go
still further, and have the minister drop the formality of a text,
in one of his Sabbath services, and {ake up the Sabbath School
lesson for the day, and teach it to his congregation. T must say
that this plan struck a chord that vibrated pleasantly in my
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soul. I have thought that the clergymen in our day sometimes
forgot what the Bible was given us for. They forget that we
are to be taught what that word means. I was glad to hear the
plan proposed, and I hope some of us shall live to sce the time
when our clergymen shall be more expository in their dis-
courses, and that we shall sit at their feet and learn the Scrip-
tures.  (Cheers). There was another feature of the Quincy
Convention that I should not forget to mention, and that was
their complete organization. The State of Illinois contains
some 102 counties; out of that number there arc eight that are
known to be not organized, and four that are doubtful, leaving
90 that arc fully organized, and mosteof them holding their
county and township Conventions. There arc 4,513 Sabbath
Schools in the State, with 47,616 officers and 334,487 scholars.
The returns as to the proportion of public school children
attending the Sabbath School were imperfeet, but from all T
could learn, they have succoeded in getting a large proportion
of the children in the public schools into the Sabbath Schools.
That is the result of organization, and that organization implies
a union among the schools that induces Christian men and
women to take a deep intercst in them, and occasionally visit
them.  One gontleman told us at the Convention that he, with
two or three others, ladies and gentlemen, packed up a portable
melodeon, and held little meetings here and there among the
schools, doing much good in the way of stirring up and encou-
raging the teachers.  Now this is what we want to do here in
Canada. The Exeeutive Committee of our Association have
already made a beginning in this direction during the past year,
and Thope you will encourage them, by your sympathy and
aid, 1o go on with the work till every township is organized and
every school distriet is supplied with a Sabbath School.  But I
must not sit down without referring to the unbounded hospi-
tality with which the Canadian delegates were treated. 1 do
not know how to oxpress the kindness we received, the cor-
diality with which our hands were grasped, the facilities that
wore given us for obtaining information, and the courtesy and
attention that were shown us in every possible way.  Indeed,
at Hannibal, they were not satisfied with our visiting the Con-
vention, but wanted to take us down to St, Louis and show us
their mixsion schools in that city. I can assure you, from what
I'heard, that a great work is going on there, and it has been
cminently blessed.  But my time is up now, and I must leave
the details of our visit to Hannibal to M. Millard. (Cheers).
Rev. Mr. Miteagn fully endorsed what Mr. Beadlo had said
respecting the hospitality with which they had been received
ab Quiney and Hannibal. With regard to'the state of Sabbath
Sehool work in Missouri, he might Jjust say that Father Paxson,
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after having established upwards of 2,000 Sabbath Schools,
principally in Hlinois, had now taken Missouri in hand, and
would no doubt do a similar great work in that State.  There
were 114 counties, of theso 107 were more or less possessed of
Sabbath Schools—but there was still a great deal to be done in
that state.  The Missouri Convention was not nearly so largely
attended as the Illinois Convention, but after all he felt that
there were more enthusiasm and fervor in the Missouri Conven.
tion. They had a capital chairman in Mr. E. D. Jones of {he
Second National Bauk at St. Louis, and he almost overpowered
us with his kindness, and AVe us @ very pressing invitation (o
g0 to St. Louis, which we had (o decline. One subject discussed
in this Convention with great interest and earnestness was,
“How shall we create o greater enthusiasm in our Sabbath
Schools 2 And one very Qilrlplu answer to that was, “ Let all
who have attended {his Convention go home and talk about it,
and got others interested in j(.” That was the way suggested,
and it is a good way. As Mr. Reynolds told us at Belleville last
year—Itis at theso large Conventions we get fired with enthu-
siasm in the work, and then we o home with what we have
gained and warm up our neighbors,  That iy one way to create
a general intovest in (he Conventions, and to extend their use-
fulness throughout the country

Hymn—< Our field is the world,”

Mr. Stephen Paxson, of St, Louis, was next introduced by
Rev. Joel Briggs, and was received with cheers,

ABBATH SCHOOL 1IYMNS AND MUSIC.

The President in introducing Rev. Alfrod Taylor, of New

York, to speal on this subjoct, expressed the gratification he was
sure they all felt in having with them the brethren from the
United States. They might not be able to give them so grand a
reception as our delegates were honored with in the United
States, but their reception in Canada would, he was sure, be quite
a8 cordial.  (Cheers).

Rev. Mr. TavLor—It iy very pleasant when one makes an
invasion into Canada to find Canada turned out in full force, not
to send him home again, but to receive him with such a warm,
hearty welcome as I have mot with to-night. T did not at all
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expect to stand before you to-night, but to sit and listen o my
good friend Trumbull, who, although one of the most rteady and
orthodox men in the United States, happens (o be off the “frack
to-night.  (Laughter.) We hope to have him here to-morrow,
and (o listen to his words of cheer and instruction,  With regard
to the subject I am to speak upon—Sabbath Sehool Hymns and
Music—I may say there are few matters of more importance or
that more deeply concern our roal intorest. It is & matter of
great moment whether in our Sabbath Schools wo have good
singing or abominable discord—whether we sing songs of praise
and adoration unto the Most 11 , or whether we fil] up a little
time in our Sunday exercises with mere amusement, pleasing,
musical and hs ‘monious though it he. Now, although T have
heard people objecting to the use of a text as A peg to hang a
discourse upon, yet I will give you one for what [ am going to
say—= O praise the Lord all 'yo nations, praise 1lim all ye
people.”  Canadians, Frenchmen, Dutchmen, Patagonians ; it

makes no mat(¢y whom—praise im every nationality on the
face of the sarth; praise Him young men and maidens, old
people and lisping children—every one praise the Lord.  What
is the object of our Sunday School music ? Is it the mere enjoy-
ment of harmonious sounds? I8 it the mere entertainment, the
mere filling up of the time with something that will sound
beautifully 2 Al these, It if we stop with these our Lord’s

“music would be a failure and o disgrace. We want the
spirit of the Old and New Testamoent in our racred songs—iwe
want (o take up the spirit which we find at (he very heginning
of Seripture songs of praise; o go back to the children of Isracl
standing dry shod upon the shore of the Red Sea, after having
passed through it—we want 1 go back to the same spivit which
animated them to send up their glorious song of praise unto the
Lord. We want to enter into the same: spivit which animated
Miriam when she went oul with timbrel and sang that glorious
song—“Sing unto the Lord for e hath trinmphed gloriously,
the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.”  We want
the same spirit which filled (he heart of Deboral when she sang
praises to the Lord who had trinmphed over the encmies of
Isracl.  If we cannot place ourselves in the gpiritof the surround-
ings of these Christian Hebrews, we can place ourselves in the
spirit of our surroundings, our experiences, our hopes, our
triumphs, and our longings; and we can enter into their spirit
to a very great extent, and have their spirit enter into us. We |
‘an go back to the sweet spirit of David, who, when he played
before Saul could subdue the angry temper of that tyrannical
monarch.  When the evil spirit came upon Saul he sent for the
sweet singer of Isracl, who was able by his music upon the
stringed instrument to subdue the cvil spirit.. Wo want to go




30

back to the same spirit which pervaded the ancient people when
gathered together at the dedication of Solomon’s temple, and
when the glorious sound went up from the voices of that great,
congregation, and from the trumpets and stringed instruments,
the glory of the Lord came down and filled the place. As we
come down to later times we find the same spirit of praise
animating Paul and Silas when thrust into the innermost dungeon
in Philippi, with their baclks sore with the welts made on them
by the lash, and instead of grumbling and mourning for their lot,
they make the jail melodious with their sweet songs of praise.
We need the same spirit with us when wo engage in praises unto
the Lord. The question then arises what shall we sing in our
Sabbath Schools ¢ In the first place we should not sing the
ridiculous, and T grievo to say that if we turn over the pages of'
some of our hymn-books, we may find something that is ridicu-
lous.  We may find actions attributed to the angels which by no
possibility they could perform.  We may find all manner of
things jingled and jangled together for the sake of makink
rhyme.  But do not understand me as denouncing our Sunda

School hympology ; Lam only pointing out a few of its blemishe g
I'love the doar old hymns that have been handed down to us
from past ages, but let me tell you that age is not the only
quality to be looked for in a hymun-book ; because a hymn-book
is new it is not necessarily objectionable. 1 was looking over
an old hymn-hook the other day, published in 1700, and there
were not over four or five tunes in it which we are now in the
habit of singing—times so dull and dismal that you would not,
have sung them, I am sure, even if you had been in the jail at
Philippi. (Laughter.) But it is said, * we must have respoct for
the old hymns."  Well, I have; [ lay them gently aside and let
them stay there. I heard you singing Dundoc; T love it, but T
dont want an oxclusive diet of Dundee—I love your old Scotch
tunes, but I don’t want them all the time. Lot ug have vi vacity
in our Sunday School music; let us have deep devout seriptural
expression in every hymn. I have made it a rule for a long
time in the little dealings I have had with h.\'mnnlugy always to
reject a hymn which was so unseriptural that you could not,
properly aflix u Seripture motto toit.  If a hymn will not bear
that ; if there is so much stufl and nonsense in it about boatmen
ferrying people across the Styx like old Charon, or something
else equally absurd, that you cannot get a text of Seripture to go
with it, then leave the whole hymn out. I don't know that [
could express very much botter my ideas of what is tasteful and
proper in Sunday School hymnology than by making mention of
this beautiful little selection putinto our hands. I was admiring
its admirable taste, beginning with that grand old congrogational
chorus, “ All hail the power of Jesus’ name.”  That will do to
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sing as long as hymns aro sung on carth. We do not know
what the songs of the redeemed shall be, but I think when
Sunday School teachers, superintendents, parents, and little
children cast their crowns before the throne their songs will be
something like—

“All hail the power of Jesug name,
Let angels prostrate fall ;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all,”

A little furfher on we have—

“Vain are the hopes the sons of men,
On their own works have built :
Their hearts by nature are unclean, o .
Their actions full of guilt,” :
The youngest child in our Sabbath Schools can understand
that just as well as the old grandfather. A little further, wo
sing about our faith and hope— '

“Let Christian faith and hope dispel
The fears of guilt and woe;
The Lord Almighty is our friend,
And who can prove a foe 7"

Then, when' we want lighter and moro lively strains, we
turn over and Sil]gj—-—

“Jesus the water of Life will give,
Freely, freely, frecly.

A very beautiful versification of the truth—« The Spirit and
the bride say come, and let him that heareth say come, and let
him that is athirst come, and whosoever will lof him take the
wator of life freely.” It is all beautiful, all pleasant, all sweet.
Brothren, whoen we are selecting our hymns, let us not choose
them merely for the sake of novelty.  Let us dook well into
their character, 1t is very hard, I know, 1o draw the line and
say what is devotional, and what is not; but by all means lot
us endeavor, us far as possible, to draw the line between the
socular and the veligious. It is hard to do it, beeause there are
somo tuncs that we sing in our churches that originally belonged
to sceular songs. I have heard our dear old brothren, the Scoteh
Covenanters, sing to an old Scofch drinking tune, the hymn,
“When Iean read my title clear.” _I need not sive you the
original words.  The same may be said with regard fo many
other religious tunes, which I have not time to montion to-night.
What is the aim and object of our religious music? It is to lead
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us to closer and more intimate communion with our God. Tt
is not only to inspire pleasant feelings, but to animate us with
devotional thoughts, to teach us the truth of God; to impress it
upon our hearts; to clinch the nail of truth, as it were; to put
into our hearts the very words of Seripture, and impross its
lesson upon us. I like the idea, now so much advocated, of
selecting hymns in our Sabbath Sehools, as far as possible, that
shall bear upon the lesson. It is, of course, impossible that
every hymn should bear upon the lesson, but we can carry out
the plan much more closely than ix generally done. For instance,
if' our lesson was the story of David and Goliath, it would be
manifestly out of place to give out the hymn, “1 ought to love
my mother.” o with & great many others. 1 know how
strong a hold the Pxalms have taken “upon some of the most
devotional of all our worshipping people. Devotion is the same
wherever we find it in the human heart, however differently it
may be expressed. I heard last Sunday morning, one of the
grandest expressions of devotional feeling I ever heard. It way
in the Brooklyn Tabernac Io--rl‘r\ml)‘vlvx'lnn—r:l]mh]u of accom-
modating 3,000 people—and when those 3,000 stood up to praise
God, it was a glorious ht. Tlike the iden of standing up to
praise the Lord. Make your children stand up when the ing.
If you were to see the absurd position of the diaphragm (a very
important organ in singing), when they are sitting down to Ring,
you would see how important it is" that they should stand,
“Stand up and bless the Lord, ye people of His choice.”  Last
Sunday morning, these 3,000 people stood up to praise the Lord;
what a grand chorus it was ! They sang « Rock of Ages,”
“Jesus, lover of my soul,” “Before "Jehoval's awful throne,”
It was grand. They had an organ, but it was to lead the music;
it was plainly played—no operatic nonsense aboutit.  No foolish
choir was there, to whisper nonsense and write love letters on
the fly-leaf of the music books. (Laughter). They had one
strong-lunged, strong-hodied precentor to lead them. Such a
chorus of praise it wasl 1 could not help controsting it with
the performance in another church T was in some time ago.
The minister got up and, giving out a hymn, said “TLet us sing
to the praise of God;” but he did not mean lot us sing; he meant
let those few folks up in the choir sing it. (Laughter). 1 sat
down there, and, true to my natural instincts, began o sing.
The looks that were directed at me from all sides! 1 soon found
I was making a disturbance, and that nobody else was singing.
Of course not! Those people, the choir, were paid for singing,
just as much as the minister was paid for preaching, and I
should not help them sing any more than help the minister
preach.  We read that he who offers as a sacrifice to the Lord,
that which is blind, or halt, or maimed, commits an abomina-

tion.
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tion. I often think of that passage when I Lo into some of our
churches, and hear the poor miserable dribble of music that
comes from the choir, and freezes as it fulls upon the congre-
gation ; and T have thought, what is it the Seripture says about
that? Tt is an abomination unto the Tord.” [ have thought
of it when T have heard some old fellow, whose only recommen-
dation for singing is that he has done’ it for 50 or 100 years,
whining out what professes to he praise to God, as it he thought
the chureh was the most dismal place on carth, and therefore
he would sthg the most dismal tune in the most dismai manner
he knew how. What do you think of it? It is an ahomina-
tion to the Lord.”

As the lamb intended for sacrifice had to be withont blem-
ish, 50 ought we o Lave the very hest music we can cetin our
churches, and especially in our Sunday Schools,  We niust
hanish the idea that anything will do for the children, Hear,
hear). You don't give your children spoiled cabbage or tainted
meat at yonr table, hut you give them of the hest youhave for your-
selves; soin religions teaching, give them the very best.  Our
expressions of music are different, but if'it comes from the heart
itisas acceptable to God, whether it is the grand chorus of
3,000 voices, or the feeble utterance of some devoul Chivistiang
gathered together in some little country school house or on the
hill-top. e is all borne as on angel wings (o the throne of the
Most High, and the ever-open ear of the (freat Jehoval listons
to it, and the ever gracious Saviour, sitting at the right hand of
the throne, takes it and bears it to the Most High, 1 have gone
into some of our cathedrals and heard the grandest strains of
music, but T never heard sweeter or move devotional music than
I heard onee from an old negress, sitting by the Tight of a pine
knot, in a poor wretched cabin in Geo zin. That was before the
honds were struck off those four millions of people. Thank God
they are free now, There sat the old woman, singing  the
sweetest music Tever heard.  Let me sing it to yon something
as [ heard it then—

“ Nobody knows de trouble T hab,
Nobody knows but Jesus ;
Nobody knows de trouble T hab,
Nobady knows but Jesus
Sing glory. Hallelujah

Sometimes Pmoup, sometimes I'm down,
Sometimes I'm lebel wid de ground ;
Sometimes de glory shines around,

Sing glory, Hallelujah.”

And the old woman with her dusky countenance lighted up, and
her eye directed towards heaven, sang “ Glory, Hallelujah " for
3
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the very trouble she had; and then she came to the last verse
and burst forth with—

ivobody knows de joys 1 hab,

Nobody knows but Jesus ;

Nobody knows de joys | hab
Nobody knows but Jesus
Sing glory, Hallelujah

Sometines Fmoup, sometimes I'm down

Sometimes I'm lebel wid de ground ;

Somesines de glory shined around,
Sing glory, Hallelujuh."

(Loud cheers).  Tonce heard some old sailors, who wero holding
a prayer meeting on the deck of a steamer, sing praise to God
that they were about getting sate home at last.  You know that
beautiful song—

“ilory to God, all onr dangers are past
Glory o God, we're safe honie at last,”

Ltell you the music that went up from their four voices, and
from their hearts, too, was glorious. [ have often thought, dear
friends, when we are leading our children in their songs of
praise, and tuning their voices to sing to God, what is (o be the
effect of all this ? what are we teaching them?  We are sowing
good seed in their hearts, or we are fooling with them; we are
leading them in the path of divine teuth, or we are trifling with
their time.  Those great congregations of little worshippers will
soon grow up, and how important it is that we should teach
them something that will lead them more closely to Jesus!
What, above all price, is the value of the smallest immor(al soul |
Think of it, brothren, when you are teaching your children to
sing; no matter what the song is, the great thing is to lead
them right to Jesus. It is not only o interest them, to prepare
them for the duties and responsibilities of this life, but for
citizenship in another and a better country ; not only to prepare
them to “Gather at the river, where bright angel feet have
trod,” but to walk for ever and ever in the presence of our
Saviour.
CWhen saints cather vound Thee, doar J. sux, above,

And crown Thee with jewels of infinite Tov, i

Amid those bright mansions of glory so fuir,

O tell e, deardesus, it T shall be there”

Brethren, there is aquestion for every teacher, and teacher
of music, for every parent at home and every teacher at the
Rabbath School, as he Jjoins with the childven in songs of praiso
to the Most High; there is u question for every pastor who

preac
and |
pleass
that g
host
thronc
receiv
great
gound
and ev

1
M
e H
this st
the Pr

e
He said
ter-of-fa
we have
of the
mean b
tion ser
bath Sel
of Sabb:
So that
School
together
stimulat.
tion, an
the benc
that are
ized, wl
meeting
sengery
gatherin,
means th
up, the tc
the waste

and stepy



verse

Iding
» God
that

and
dear
o8 of
e the
wing
¢ are
with
will
each
sus |
soul !
°n to
lead
pare
t for
pare
have
" our

35

preaches weekly to a congregation  made up partly of adults
and largely of children.  Shall we all sing, no merely those
pleasant songs which we sing upon carth, but shall we be of
that great congregation of all nations and people—that mighty
host without number—who shall cast their crowns before Ll(i
throne, and shall sing, « Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, {o
receive honor, and glory, and power, and Jomminjon;” and thi
great company of the glovitied shall take up tho, strain prid
sound - mighty “ Amcn, and Amen, and Amen,” for oyer
and ever?  (Loud che rs).

Hymn—< All hail the power of Jesus' name.”

Mr. Bennett, of Long Island, My, Van Buren, of Chicago,
Dr. Helmer and My, Helmer, ol Lockport, were introduced at
this stage of the proceedings, (o the Convention, and invited by
the President to tuke seats on the platform

ORGANIZATION OF COUNTIES.

Rov. I H. Maruina was called on {o introduce this subject.
He said—I feel that the introduction of'a plain, practical, mat-
ter-of-fact, business-like topic like this, after the thrilling address
we have just hoard, is rather ou of place ; but the programme
of the Business Committee must he carried ont. - What do we
mean by «County organization ?’ We take it in the Conven-
tion sense, 50 to speak; T do not mean the organization of Salb-
bath Schools throughout the country, but I mean the organization
of Sabbath School workers of eacl county for Convention worlk.
So that we understand a county is not organized whose Sabbatl,
School workers do not meot in Convention, do not take counsel
together, do not “walk 1o the house of God in company,” do not
stimulate one another by all the varions exercises of g Conven-
tion, and do not consider the ways by which the may extend
the benefits of the Sabbath School (4 those parts of the county
that are without them. Bu( [ do consider that county organ-
ized, whose Sabbath School teachers have at least a yearly
meeting at some central point, from which they send out mes-
sengers to the various townships, in order to hold smaller
gatherings in each township at least once a-year. By these
means the Sabbath School statistics of (he county are gathered
up, the teachers instructed and stimulated in their work, and all
the waste and desolate places throughout the county are explored,
and steps taken to establish Sabbath Schools therein. Those of
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you who were present last year at the Belleville Convention,
will remember that this question was made somewhat prominent ;
and it was the great feature of our meeting there, that after
many fecble attempts in that dircetion, we determined to make
a vigorous effort during the then coming year, to organize the
counties of Canada for Sabbath School work; and in the Report
presented to this Convention, you had the very tifying
statement of the extent to which this work has been carvied on,
In Ontario there are between 40 and 50 countics, and T am very
happy to be able to repeat from the report, the fact that, while
in the preceding year Thelieve there were no more than five or
six county Conventions held 5 during the past year, hetween 20
and 30 were held, and nearly every one of them was a success,
At the beginning of the year, the Executive Committee requested
our Sceretary to devote as much of his time as possible to this
work of organizing (he counties, and it was agreed among the
menbers of the Committee that, as far as possible, they would
assist him in the work; one or two going to this Convention,
another one or two to that Convention, and so on; so that those
counties to which Convention work might be new, might have
some one to show them the way at fiest.  Now our mission i,
and we shall not be satistied till it is realized, to have cvery
county in Ontario, and every Protestant county in Quebee also,
organized in this Convention sense, for Sabbath School inspira-
tion and instruction, and for Sabbath School improvement and
extension. I believe that during this coming year, every county
(I donot know of one exception) will want to hold a Conven:
tion, that held one last year; and 1 helieve, also, that many of
those who are at present at this Convention from unorganized
counties, will go back with the firm determination that their
county shall not be behind the rest. Tam sure that our inde-
fatigable and carnest Secretary, whose labors are more and more
appreciated by this body, year after year, will be as willing as
ever to devote his energies to this work; and I do not think
the members of the Exceutive Committee, who have litherto
voluntarily assisted in this work, will be at all behind-hand, 1
would repeat what I said last year at Belleville, to the Sabbath
School teachers in each county,— Do not depend too much upon
outside assistance. It is very well for the little child to have
its mother's hand reached out to st sady ity but it does not do for
the child to go in that way many years or even months, The
habit of leaning on outside assistance is one that, in the long
run, will be disastrous to the energy, the sclfrespect, and the
full development of local talent at our county Conventions. Of
nothing at these meetings was I more convineed than this, that
there is power enough and to spare, to conduct these Conven-
tions with complete success, if only our friends have the will
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and the courage, and the sclf-confidence to use it There is
plenty of power undeveloped to accomplish all the work, and
you will be amazed when you once take proper means to call
out your local talent, to find what resources you have amongst
yourselves; to find how much knowledge and zeal, and Chris-
tian earnestness, there are in the Sabbath School teachers all
over the land. T would say o those engaged in this work, you
must not he- dismayed by meceting with some diflicultes W the
beginning.  There is a regular course of difficultios to et over
in beginning this work.  In the first place there is the doubting
stage, the questioning, the ignorant stage. < What is this
Sunday School Convention ? what is it all about? what is the
gqod of iL?" - Before almost every Convention is held, you have
these objections to meet.  The best w Yy to meot these doubts
and enquiries is with a copy of our Annual Report; put a copy
offitinto the hands of these doubters; it will show them the
good we have already effected, and how we have been stimu-
lated to the work by meeting together; and in a short time these
doubts will vanish.” Then there is (he stage of inexperience to
be gone through.  This difticulty is felt after the Convention
meots.  Delegates come together, and, as Thomas Carlyle puts
it, “sitas passive buckets to be pumped into,” sit as’ though
all the work had to be done from the platform, and they had
only to sit ‘With open mouths (o receivo it; and it will require
some skill, and tact, and Christian patience, and perhaps, at that
stage, alittle outside help, in order to set the Convention a
talking.  If you can only get through with the first afternoon,
the victory is won.  The first alternoon is generally the trying
time. T think we have had a very grand first afternoon at this
Convention.  Tdo not think I ever saw a Convention start so
well, 50 carnestly and vigorously, as this one has done. The
fact iy, we are beginning to understand these Conventions, how
to work them, what is wanted, and pretty well how to attain it.
But the stage of inexperience has to he gone through in every
county.  Let wot the carly laborers he discouraged by tho
strangeness which thoy must expect to feel.  That will wear off
at the first Convention almost, and they will feel Tess and loss
of it at-cach succeeding Convention. " Then T would sy to
those engaged in this work, don't wait till you find everybody
in the county cager and carnest for the work, I you can get,
adozen, or half-a-dozen, or even three persons, who are tho-
roughly in carnest, that is almost enough to start with,  Two or
three carnest men, determined not o give this matter up, but
o go on patiently and lovingly with the work, in spite of
opposition and coldness, will bo protty well sufficient to carry
it throngh,  Now dear friends that are in counties already
organized, let me carnestly entreat you, if you have ever been
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discouraged and in some measure disappointed by the result of
last year's mectings, do not give the matter up, but go on il
you succeed.  Why, if we were to tell you the experience we
have had in rvelation to the Provincial Convention worle, that
has now become sych a great fact and such a great power, thank
God, in this land, you would wonder how much cold water hag
been thrown npon it, and how very few there were who stuck
to it all throngh.  To those who have not had such meetings,
let me add an carnest exhortation (hat they may o to work at
once and take means to get them up. Get together a fow eqrn.
est spirits, combine all denominations it possible, eall your
preliminary meeting at some convenient time and place. [1')um
are entirely new to Convention work, get some of the admira-
ble manuals that are published on the subject. Mr. Eggleston
has published avery good one in Chicago.  But 1 think you
would find all you need in those published by our own local
writers. Rev, George Bell, Rev. John Wood and Rey. Alexander
Sutherland have written manuals on the subject, in competition
for the prizes offered by the Sabbath School Association: and in
them you will find most minute and complete directions for
holding all these mectings Study these, make vourselves
masters of them, and then, in the words of the colehrated French
saying, “organize suceess.”  Choose {hoe vight time and (e
right place for yowr mectings.  Go (o some place where the
people will be free and hospitable in entertaining those who
meet. Provide the best means yow can for good singing.  How
much of the life of our meeting to-lay has depended upon the
singing we have had. Then wet a good procramme; 1 wonld

) ‘our programme well hetorehand. We have found
the advantage of a prepaved programme at our Provineial Con-
ventions, though we may have to alter it in some respects at the
last moment. (et interesting, practical subijects—subjects that
will call out thé Convention ; oot cood men to open the discus
sions on them, who will not exhaust them. but lenve something
for others to say. One of the greatest desiderata in these meet.-
ings, is to get the beetheen talking,  Our Provineial Conventions
are not o good for this, owing to the numbers that atfend them,
though they are not so large as in Hlinois—where they gather
the people together by the five thonsand. Butin the com y and
township Conventions every one can have a chynee (o express his
views, and if the subject is properly hronght hefore the Conven-
tion there will he no trouble in getting plenty of talking, rough
and ready  though it may he sometimes And depend upon it,
it is better (o have rough, and blundering, and ungrammatical
exprossions hy the score, from the body of the hall, than to have
a succession of brilliant addresses from (he platform. (Cheers).
Though they, of course, add mueh to the suceess of the Conven-
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tion. The very object of the Convention is to got the working
men to lay their dificulties before you, (o ask how to conduct
their schools, and to tell us how they conduct theirs.  For some
of the grandest successes in {he Sabbath School work have heen
won by men who have fought their oxn way, unguided and
uninstructed, who have won suctess almost alone and in spite of
the greatest obstacles.  For the complete organization of a
county, it is necessary to have township as well as county Con-
ventions. [ find that the county  Conventions are great feeders
to the Provincial Conventions; that wherever a vood Conven-
tion has heen held in o county, the members of it aim to, come
to the Provincial. So, in order to have gool county Copven-
tions, we must have township Conventions. [ do most carnestly
desire to xce, in cevery county and township, & meeting of this
kind held this year. 1t is but very few can come to the goreat
Provincial Conventions, and it is most important that we should
carry the blessing of this Convention home toevery one inter-
ested in Sabbath Schools throughout the Provinees,” How much
isincluded in that phrase, fapt to teach;” and when we hear
those great masters of teaching unfold their methods of teachifg
the various claskes in a school, we cannot help thinking how
much there is yot for us to learn on this subject.  There are
Sabbath School teachors all over the country who feel their need
in this respect, but who cannot attend these Conventions ; and
wo should therefore, as far as possible, bring the Conventions to
them.  But, Mr. Chaivman, I am only asked to open this sub-
Jeet, 1hy mo means wish to exhaust i, We wish 1o carry into
practico to-night the plan T have just mentioned, ol getting the
Convention talking on the subject. It those who have already
had local Conventions, would tell us their experience in regard
to them ; and it those, who want to hold Conyentions, would tell
us the difticultios they anticipate, the object we have in view
would be attained,  (Cheers).

Hymn—<« Battling for the Lord.”

The CrairMan announced (hat the subjeet of Ovganization
in Counties was now open for discussion in beief addresses, not
exceeding five minutes.

Mr. Srerueny Paxson—Some 27 years ago, this Convention
idea was attempted (o bo carried out by myself; though 1 had not
before heard it exprossed by any hody else. * Tsaw the political
parties of the day calling their partizans together to organizoe
for clections, and it occurred to me that an organization among
Sunday School teachers must result in wreat benefit to them, and
to the cause generally. 1 had organized 15 schools in the county
in which I lived, and the teachers neoled instruction, and [

’
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being ignorant myself, could not teach them. Tt occurred to
me that if T were to call them together, and get them to discuss
topics bearing upon the work in which they were engaged, they
would teach one another; so T called them together. They
looked at me, and did not know what to make of it.  Some of
them said I had Sunday School on the hrain. T don’t know but
some of them would have had me in the Insane Asylum, but
fortunately for me there was none in the State of Hlinois at that
time.  (Laughter). 1 saw it was oo carly, but before the
Convention closed, I made thix prediction: The Convention
idea, T believe, is the right one 5 and though I do not expect to
live to see it, in my opinion the time will come when every
county in the State will have a Sunday School Teachers’ Con-
vention. That was 27 years ago. Three years ago | attended
the Ilinois State Sunday School Convention, and I heard the
President announce that every county in that State was organ-
ized. (Cheers). Tt seemed to me T liad lived beyond my time,
for T did not expeet to live to see it.  Of these counties in the
State, T had the pleasure ef organizing 43 mysclf.  (Choeers). 1
fully believe in the remark of the last speaker, that these local
Conventions bring out local talent.  There is a power in organ-
ized effort to bring out talent, the fruits of which I havo often
scen in my own State. Don't be discouraged beeause you do
not succeed at first; you must have a Sunday School Conven-
tion in every township and county in this beautiful Province ot
yours. It can be done—with determined effort and God's bles-
sing attending you, you must succeed. 1f we ean got the people
together to talk about Sunday Schools, we raise up their enthu-
siasm and accomplish a great end. Weare living in o wonderful
age. Tt seems to me that our Heavenly Father 1s, in this age,
more than e evewdid before, turning the hearts of the parents
to the children.  Thousands and tens of thousands of children
are singing Hosannahs, throueh the influence and power of the
blessed Sabbath School work.  We are co-operators with the
ministers of the Cross.  This is the first time T over had the
}ylv:wln'«‘ of addressing a Canadian audience. It does my soul
good, and T will tell you why : T travelling over the Western
States, I never came across an Englishman who was not a friend
of the Sunday School. e might be an Infidel, but still he
believed the children should he taught divine trath. 1 love
Englishmen, and I suppose you are second cousins o them—
hecause they are friends to the Sabbath School, and also because
my forefathers were Englishmen. Towe all that T am, under
God, to the Sabhath School, and T should love it. (Cheers).

Rev. Geo. Benr, Seeretary of the County of Welland Sab-
bath School Association, said it might he well to state the mode
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of working that they had adopted in the counties of Lincoln and
Welland, as it might assist in overcoming a difficulty whijch
many who were anxious to engage in the work felf. Some
imagined that a great amount of machinery is required to carry
on these conventions, and they were afraid they could not get
along without it.  He could tell them from his own experience,
that very little machinery was required to carry on a local con-
vention.  This was the way they carried on the work in his
county.  The Exccutive Committeo of the County Association,
sent gt a printed cireular, giving a fow brief directions as to the
best way of conducting and getting up township conventions.
These circulars were sent to Sablath School teachers and ot hers
interested in the work throughout the county.  The next thing
to he done was 1o find out a fow persons in each municipality
who were willing to attempt to get up a convention, The Exe-
cutive Committee of the county should appoint the best man
they could find as Secretary for each municipality ; then let this
man, with one or two athers, send ont a brief circular, calling a
convention at a particular time and place, and announcing a fow
subjects that would be taken wp for deliberation. Lot arrange-
ments be made for furnishing one megl to those who would come.
Let the meeting be held at 2 n'«‘locf{ in the afternoon, and let
arrangements be made to accommodate those who come from a
distance and cannot very well return home at night. Let one or
two of the Execntive Committee of the county attend to start
the answers and bring out the local talent.  Get the teachers of
the locality to tell their own feelings, their wishes, wants, diffi-
cultios, trials, and successes. The matier is not so very difficult
you will find after all. It does not involve a large expense, and
it does not requive much machinery.  Even if you have not a
great amount of local talent or experienco, the meoting together
of fifty or a hundred Sabbath School workers to talk ovor the
work in which they ar¢ engaged, will be sure to result in groat
good, and theve is pd reason why this much at least should not
be done in every pllage and township in the Provinee. Go home

and try it.  [Chfers.]

Mr. Joun RYCook, of St. Catharines, said they had found in
the vicinity of St. Catharines, where he had been engaged in
Sabbath School work, considerable prejudice against conventions.
So at first they dropped the name and called a meeling of the
teachers, which was very suceessful. By this means they had
got some Lo engage i the work who formerly kept aloof, and
besides they had been mueh stimulated and encouraged them-
selves,

Me. Danisn MeLean, Toronto, suid he had some experience
during the last year in the matter of local organizations, and he




could say that cvery convention he attended, though buere wore
doubts and fears at first, was successful.  If there wore “anly one
or two men in g place thoronghly in earnest in the work, the
thing could be done., The value of theso conventions whs be-
coming every day more and more manifest.  In our large gitios,
because people would nog come to the church they wereAaking
the churel (o the people, and so in order to I((*cp up :m/d extend
the interest in the Sabbath School in each localityf, wet the
workers in the eanse to meot together. To every dolegato from
A county not :lll't'ilfi‘\‘ organized, he would sy do not let this
Year pass away till every township in it is llml'mlghl)‘nl nized,
The Exceutive Committee wore roady to hielp when their hely
was necded, and if (he teachers in each locality would only take
hold carnestly of the work, it could he done

Houn, Bries Frisve suid, they had last year organized o
county eonvention in Mastings, and from the success whicl
attended it he had 1o doubt (hat conventions could he hield with
profit in every county.  Next year they intended to have every
township in the county organized.

Rev. 1 Cirisropngisoy, Galt, was of opinion that County
Conventions would in a measure fhil in the object for which they
wore intended, if they were not subdivided, so to speal, into
Township Conventions (Hear, hear)  Speaking of the County

Association of which he was Seeretary, he said they had entered
upon the work of holding 0 Convention with a good  deal of
hositancy zud doubt, but the result more than met the expecta-
tions of the most sanguine,  They had begun with small things,
and had suceceded woll. There ad always to be alittle ssump-
tion ofauthority starting these mattors, Some one had neces-
sarily (o he o fittle ofticious, and risk the charge heing made
against him that he was putting himself forward where ho ought
not to he.  But there were always others to come after him and
bear up his hands: it wuas aunion of effort that caused the
suceess of their County Convention lust winter at Berlin.  They
had not yet suceeeded in o nizing township Conventions, but
they had the cathbryo of these Conventions in indefatigable
township Sceretaries, who were in constant communication with
him as County Seeretary, in relation o the work under their
oversight. - The plan that had been proposed and which he
believed they would carry out, was Lo appoint vistors to visit
the different districts of the County.  For instance, two Sabbath
Sehool workers in Galt might be appointed by the County
Association to visit the Schools at Preston, and fwo from  that
place to visit the Schools at Berlin, and so on. In that way they
would bring some strangers al least once a year into every
Sabbath School for the purpose of giving a little life and variety
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to the working of the School.  He believed that would prove to
be a very useful plan, and might perhaps be more generally
adopted.  One evidence of the useful character of {heso Con-
ventions was to be found in the fact that notwithstanding the
doubts they had with regard (o their first Convention, after it
was held the people of Berlin wanted it hack there next year, so
satisfied were they that it had conferred a substantial” benefit
upon the Sabhath School cause in (hat place.

On motion of Mr. Beadle, the discussion on the stthject was
Cl”ﬁ'(‘ll.

The Doxology was then sung. the Benediction was  pro=

nounced by Rev, Dr. Boomer, and the second session came o a
close.

hl‘]('(f\lb DAY.—MORNING SESSION.

The Convention miet at 9 o'clock in the Town Iall, After
devotional exercises, led by the Rev. Alfred Taylor,

The Presioent announced the subject of diseussion to he

THE TEACHERS INDIVIDUAL PREPARATION OF THE LESSON
AND HELDS.

Rev. Serrius Jones, M. A, of Belleville, was ealled upon to
introduce the subject. ITe said:—The subject allotted to me is « The
Teacher’s Individual Preparation of the Lesson.” By it I understand
that study whiel cvery teacher should perform for himself and by
himself, before he attempts to teach a lesson to his class, 1 aration
is of two kinds—ceneral and speeial.  First there is gencral prepara-
tion.  Now, T am not going to pourtray the ideal Sabbath School
Teacher, who, like Macaulay's imagina schoolboy, knows everything
under the sun. He need not be o profound theologian, a walking
theological dictionary, a pulpit encyelopedia; he need not know
everything, but at the same time, he ought to know more than his
pupils—ought to know those things which it is most necessary his
pupils should he taught, and ought to be able to say with the modest
youth, who on being asked what he knew, answered, “not very
much, sir, but what [ do know I know for certain.”” He ought to
know what sinners of all ages most require to be taught—the grand
outlines of the Gospel ; the natural depravity of man ; the nature and
consequences of sin; the quality of true repentance ; the way of
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acceptance through Christ; the person,.offices and work of Jesus the
God-Man, the promised Messiah, our Prophet, Priest and King ; the
ten commandments spiritually interpreted ; the new birth, through the
Holy Spirit ; the chief obstacles and helps of the christian life; the
nature of the sacrfaments ; the example of Jesus, These great truths
he ought to be uble to prove and illustrate by texts, by prophecics, by
narratives from the Old and New Testaments, and to have at least the
great proof-texts with respect to Christianity and the way of salvation
committed to memory—ready at haud, even in his mouth and in his
heart.  Then he ought to have some little technical knowledge, such
as the order and abreviated names of the Books of the Old and New
Testaments, and the outlines of sucred geography,  1e should try
also to get a little knowledge of children—know how to catch their
smile and Iay hold of their hand, understand their ways, and modes
of thought and feeling,  We are very apt to forget how we felt when
we were young.  To become again as little ehildren is o good prep

tion for entering upon Sunday School teaching, even as it is for
entering the Kingdom of Heaven.  Above all, it is needful that he
should possess that general preparation of the heart, and corresponding
answer of the tongue, which cometh from the Lord; that he should
know and love that preeious Saviour to whom he is to win hi holars ;
that he should be able to sympathize with them, from experience, in
all the sorrow and the joy of a spiritual conversion, and that it should
be his heart’s desire and prayer to (od that he may be cnabled to
glorify God, and be a blessing by helping to bring his scholars to the
Saviour’s feet and lift up the little ones into the arms of Jesus. This
general biblical and experimental knowledge is just what the pupils
cannot be expected to possess, and which the teacher must supply.
But we require not only a general, but also a special preparation,
When the teacher is called to select the lesson this forms in itself an
important part of the preparation. Two great principles should guide
us—adaptation to the actual wants of the pupils, and a progressive
arrangement whercby one lesson will lend light and interest to another,
But we will suppose one lesson assigned to all the classes ; and now
what shall be our first step in the preparation of the lesson itself.
Need I say, T would first of all begin by invoking that Holy Spirit of
God who inspired the sacred volume, and bescoch him o open our
eyes to behold, and our hearts to reccive the wondrous things which
are written in Gol's law.  We must be on our guard against the habit
of regarding the study of the lesson as a mere intellectual exereise.
Some teachers full into this crror.  Their instructions are clear and
able, but cold; and they may do a certain kind of work, even shaping
an aktar, and laying the wood in order upon it, but it will need some
praying Elijah—rough and homespun, possibly, but thoroughly in
carnest, to come and call down the fire. The Seripture is the word of
life. “Go, stand in the temple, and speak to the people all the words
of this life.” It is meant to give support and to quicken life in the
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soul—spiritual life. Truth is the vehicle or means, but life is the
end—spiritual and eternal life.  Christ gives his people to have life in
themselves, and the word uttered by the living Christ is what has the
moving, living power.  Tntellectual preparation may display a certain
power, but it is not the power of God unto sabvation.  But now we will
open our Bible, if' possible, on the Sunday evening previous, and turn
to the lesson when our hearts are warmed up by the exercises of the
day, and fresh from contact with our scholars. T should urgently
recommend the use of a strongly bound Bible, of fair proportions,
good print and paper, and a margin (upon which notes may be written,
if desired), maps and index, and above all, with good marginal refer-
ences—a Bible that may last you for many years, and with speetacles
until your studies on earth arc ended.  This is an aid to memory, and
i acility in reference.  Bven the most accomplished swordsman

ian (and teachers and preachers are, in Holy Seriptures, so
compared) can handle best that particular blade or instrument to
which he is most accustomed, and it is somewhat so with the noble
organ of Bible truth, with its varied stops and countless voices, and
the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.  The best Bible 1
know of for this purpose is Baxter's Treasury Bible, a treasure
indeed ; but the margin is narrow, and it is expensive, costing some
5. Minc was a gift from a faithful, gencrous member of my Bible
class ; T thought it an excellent, practical idea.  (Cheers and laughter.)
The London Tract Society has published a Bible nearly as good, for
less than one-half the price.  There is Brown’s Self-interpreting Bible,
in a portable shape, and there may be others whieh I should be glad
to hear of.  But let us get on with the lesson.  The first thing will
be to read over the lesson carefully and attentively aloud ; thus you
will take it by two avenues instead of onc.  Then T would see how
the passage stands conneeted with anything which goes before or after,
Now take verse by verse, and ask yourself what it means. Notice
the hard words or singular expressions, and sce how you can say the
same thing in your own language. Mark proper names of persons,
places, plants, animals and the like, and be able to give an account of
them.  Explain manners and customs.  Clear up or honestly give up
any apparent difticulties or contradictions.  As for helps, the first and
chief help is good marginal references.  God is his own interpreter.
When the references are very copious, as in Baxter, Seott, &e., I
would not attempt to go through them all; but simply turn to them
when you want light, and then underscore with your pen or pencil any
particular reference which strikes you.  Having thus worked through
every verse, ask yourself, what is the grand lesson, truth or doctrine
which this passage is intended to teach or illustrate.  When you have
decided upon this point, go over cach verse and observe its bearing
upon the main subject, and endeavour to call to mind how the same
truth is set forth clsewhere. 1 would charge you if you desireto have
a growing power and delight in handling the word of God, not to run
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first of all to commentaries, dictionarics, and the like. (Hear, hear.)
Begin by doing the best you can with the purc and simple word ; next,
use the references, and refrain from other helps as long as you can,
If you find it particularly hard, it will help you to get down to it upon
your knees.  For geographical and other similar (uestions, g
good Bible dictionary, such as that issuced by the Amcrican Tract
Society is very useful.  As to wanners and customs much valuable
information wili be met with in Thompson’s * Land and the Book,”
The literal meaniug is well given by Barues.  The Critical Commen-
tary by Faweett is concise and suggestive. When you have been
cnabled to get a fair and satis wtory view of the outer or surface
meaning of the word, cuquire next, © What is this lesson to me ?  In
God's providence T am led to give special attention to this passage.
There wmust be a reason for this. *What is it ? Speak, Lord, for thy
servant  hearcth.”  Have [ tly understood and received the
doctrine here inculeated 7 Do | rea y believe it? Do [ live up to
it? Have T practised this duty? Have I committed this sin ? Am
I reproved by this example 2 Tlave 1 any title to this precious pro-
mise " St. Paul says to ] imothy, © take heed to thyself and to the
the doctrine ;" or, as the words mean, give heed to thyself and to thy
teaching—first to thyself, and then to thy teaching.  After this, or
better still, all through it, comes the practical application of the lesson to
the class.  The good teacher will aim at rightly dividing and distrib-
uting the word of life, giving cach pupil Lis portion of meat in due
season.  Visiting one’s scholars way be considered one of the chief
steps in this matter.  Out of cvery lesson something should be drawn
specially adapted to cach and all, and you may be sure the oly Ghost
has there stored it up for thew. Bul you ask, when and how are we
to use commentaries 7 1 answer, that no one pretends to be infallible
except his oliness the Pope, and you may turn to them to see whether
your interpretations are sound. The consulting of a good standard
commentary will often show us that we have drawn from the passago a
wrong lesson or doctrine, contrary to the analogy or proportion of the
faith. But you ask again, what concerning question books, Teachers’
Magazines, gnd the like ? [ answer that they are good and useful if
rightly used, but if' abused, most wischievous.  Of all (question books
with which [ am acquainted, Dr. Tyng's are the best for making one
search the Scriptures,  Vincent's “are very pithy and suggestive,
Todd's are good. The Union Question Books are, for younger
children, better than inexpericnced teacher would be apt to think
them at first sight. Sunday School Magazives, sueh as that published
at Chicago, also contain rich stores of needotes, similitudes, and
lustration s, practical hints as to the ma sment of children, and the
style of teaching which catehes the attention and impresses the memory
of children.  Still, with respect to all helps 1 would y, use them
with caution.  If we learn to lean upon them so that it becomes a
habit in preparing a lesson, first to look at our question book, then
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immediately at our commentary, or what is worse, at the answer in the
book, we shall soon destroy all our powers of original thought and
investigation, and hecome mere purrots. — (Hear, hear.) The Word
is intended to be the food of our souls.  Some parts of" it are more
difficult of digestion than others, and something may be done in the
way of preparing it for the children, and also for the teachers,  But
after all, we must masticate and digest it for ourselves, and make it
our own, assimilate and work it into our own being, or it will not
nourish us and make us vigorous christians, mivhty in the Seriptures,
nor will the words be fitted to our lips 1 see some one advertises for
sale o kind of artificial gastric Juice, called pepsin, for (he help of
dispeptics.  Now, in extreme ses, this might be useful (o o man, but
he would soon become wnable to do without it, and in a little while
loiger, probubly be unable to do with it, "Phe convenient resort to
such helps may make a man a ready, flashy talker, it hig mental dram
or stimulant has been swallowed, perhaps bolted, just before he comes
to the class. but there is little or no life abiding in him  Such
teachers do not scem to grow in grace and knowledge. 1t is well also
to sketch a plan.  Try to arrange your ideas in a certain order; the
more natural the better.  That order which You can most casily re-
member yourself will usually be best ‘remembered by your scholars.
No excuse will hold for the neglect of preparation,  [f your scholars

are young, you will nced to bend down the branches of the tree of
knowledge, so as to bring them within their reach, orto {ift them up

so that they may be able to pluck off the fruit for themselves, The
narrower the neck of the bottle, the more care is required to fill it
If their minds are dull aud ill-formed, it will demand all the more skill
to adapt our teachings.  As it is harder to fit accurately the irregular
shape or foot of the hump-hacked or deformed than to fic an Apollo,
50 does it demand more skill in the ease of mental malformation to fit
the pupil with garments of righteousness, or shoe his feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace.  If the teacher is very familiar
with his subjeet, he will need special preparation in order to freshen
his teachings.  The manna had to be gathered every morning, e
must get a new view of old truths, interpreted by the ever varying
light of experience, that his own mind and heart may be kept alive,
Beware of dull routine, and an old story.  Christ says that the good
teacher will bring forth things new and old out of his treasury : the old
truth, but the new prosentation.  Be alive unto (God,  But where
shall ‘we find time? ~ Make it. Glather up the fragments. No day
without a verse.  Carry a Bible in your pocket.  Use the lesson for
private and family worship ; speak of it with Christian friends. Tt
takes time to prepare, but it 15 worth time. It is time invested for
ternity.  We are not our own, I Christ is ours, our time ig
Christ’s.  (Cheers.)

This address was followed by brief addresses on the same subject,
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Mr. J. (. HopagINs was very much pleased with the way the
subject had been opened. There was a natural tendency to be satisfied
with insufficient preparation, and he felt they could not accomplish
the great work assigned to them as Sabbath ‘School teachers, unless
they followed to a great extent the suggestions of the reverend gen-
tlenian who had introduced the subject.  There was one suggestion
that struck him with particular force, and that was with regard to
the importance in teachers having a Bible with marginal references,
Many passages were made plain by these references.  For instance,
there was that passage which s “If thy right hand offend thee,
out it oft.”  Turning to q]m margin, we find it reads, < If thy right
hand cause thee to offenc How much more foreibly does that
passage come home to a person’s heart, when he knows its true mean-
ing ! Many other instances might be given.  With regard to the
standard which Mr. Jones had drawn, to which every teacher shouid
strive to attain, he cordially approved of it, and was pleased to have
it so forcibly put before the Convention.

Mr. PaxsoN suid his experienee was that teachers sometimes made
preparation to preach tos their scholars, instead of to teach them.
(Hear, hear). A lady had told him an ancedote of her experience,
which bore upon this point.  Suid she— For many years I prepared
my lessons to preach to the seholars, A little incident oceurred one
day that upset all wy ideas about preparation. 1 was preaching to
my class, and tl were listening, T thought, with great attention,
One little girl, particularly, appeared to be listening and drinking in
everything I said; when she came out of the room and came up to
me, as I thought to ask me something ubout the lesson, she said to

do you know if a person would pare their nails on Fri-
day, the witches would not cateh her.” (Laughter).  The child had
not been hearing a word she said.  Then she began to reflect that
that was not teaching, and changed her plan accordingly.  Now, my
friends, continued Mr. Paxson, I will read directions for preparation
from one of the best writers ever heard of in the United States :—
¢« Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun
profane and vain babblings, for they will increase unto more ungodli-
ness.  Foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do
gender strifes, and the servant of Christ must not strive ; but be gentle
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meckness instructing those that
oppose themselves.  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou
hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. W here-
fore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the giftof God which
is in thee by the patting on of my hands. These things command and
teach.  Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the
believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity; till I come give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doc-
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trine. Negleot not the gift that is in thee, meditate upon these things ;
give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to all. Take
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine, continue in them ; for in
doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee. 0
Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy tyust, avoiding profane
and vain babblings and oppositions of sciende, falsely so called.”
(Cheers.)

Mr. J. M. Denton, London, said he had always found the Bible
its own best commentator. With an index bible, or a bible with refer-
ences, the teacher could, in almost every case find out the true mean-
ing of the passage by referring to similar passages in different parts
of the Bible. Paul's epistles would be found the best commentary on
the Pentateuch.

Rev. Dr. WATERS, St. Marys, said there was one point running
through the whole of Mr. Jones’ address that could not be too deeply im-
pressed upon the minds of teachers, and that was, the importance of thor-
ough preparation.  There was a tendency to be content with superficial
study in this matter as well as in many others in Canada.  He had
listened to many Sabbath School teachers teaching the lesson, and he
had been struck with the imperfect manner in many cases in which it
was done. ~ So long us teachers had the idea’ that they simply come to
do a certain work, and get through with it as quickly as possible, the
work would not be thoroughly done. He had seen teachers take as a
lesson one of the most instructive pgxssu%r(ts of the word of God—per-
haps one of Christ's miracles, or one of His marvellous parables. The
children would read it over and he would ask them one or two point-
less questions, and that was all. ~ That sort of teaching would do no
good. If the teacher was only thoroughly in earnest, and his one chief
aim was to benefit the children, then it made little matter what the
helps were, the preparation and the teaching also would be thorough.

Miss McPuErson, London, England, referred to the 2nd Epistle
of Paul to Timothy, where Paul says, “For God hath not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” Tt
seemed to her that the great seoret of their success, as teachers, was this
spirit of power, and to get that power they must be often upon their
knees before God, from whom alone this power could come—* praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” The whole
lesson must be saturated with prayer. Then they must be filled with
the spirit of love—that love which Christ bore us when he gave Him-
self for us, when He said “ Suffer little children to come untp me,”
when He said ¢ Feed my lambs,” Filled with this love and this power
their teaching would be effectual in bringing the children to Jesus.
They must work on, looking to Jesus for the result—remembering
that it was He who said “ Lazarus come forth;" but it was to those
around him, to mere haman agency, that He said, “ Roll away the
stone.”  So in the present day He enjoined upon all His faithful fol-
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lowers to work for Ilim, to do all that man can do, promising to com-
plete the work by the exercise of His Almighty power, which the
power of man is unable to do, (Cheers.) :
Hon, BiLra Frint, referring to the subject of helps, said, it was
a great ussistance to any teacher to have the confidence and respect of
his class.  One ol the best ways to sceure this was by recognizing the
scholars and speaking a kind word to them whenevor they met them,
(Hear, hear.) A smile or a look,or a nod of recognition, was cherished
by the children, apd was a great help in seeuring their respect and
esteem, and without this all the helps in the world would be of little
use. A sour, morose teacher, who could only control his class by an
occasional box on the car, was an absolute injury to the school.

The Hymn « Sound the battle ory,” was then sung, after which
the PRESIDENT announced that the Rev. Alfred Taylor would intro-
duce the next subjeet, viz :

TEACHERS' MEETING FOR THE STUDY OF THE
LESSON.

Rev. Aprrep Tavror—I believe it is too late to discuss the
question as to whether or not we ought to have Teachers’ Meetings—
too late by perhaps ten or fiftcen years—for the mind of the great
community of teachers is made up in that respeet.  But what ought
teachers to meet for ? simply for business; No, Simply for social
intercourse; No.  But for a little business, a great deal of social
intercourse, and most of all, study of thelesson. The idea of a Sunday
School having several different lessons—of each teacher having that
which seems good to him, without regard to the rest of the School, seoms
to me one of the most impracticable absurdities that can be thought of
in connection with Sabbath School teaching.  The question of having
uniform lessons all over Canada and the United States, is one for dis-
cussion, perhaps, clsewhere. 1 am afraid that that is hardly practi-
cable, though | heartily endorse what the brethren said last night on
this subject.  But it is practicable to have the same lesson in each
Sunday Sehool for the Bible Class—a very unfortunate name, by the
way, (hear, hear)—the intermediate classes and the infant classes—all
taught from the same passage of the Word of God, This oan be done
Just as well as to give each cluss u scpurate passage.  We had a very
pleasant illustration of this some time ugo in the New York State Teuch-
ers’ Convention, where teachers publicly taught the same lesson to three
different classes—iufant cluss, intermediate class, boys and girls, say
from 14 to 16—and an adult class.  The result of that afternoon’s
teaching was a conviction on the part of all who were present, that the
same lesson might be used advantageously all over the School. Now
the question sometimes arises in reference to teachers' meetings,—we
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have not uniform lessons in our School, and how can we meet to study
the lesson ? I say break up that absurd system of studying and
teaching everything you please.  You do wot ut your tables have
different articles of food for different members of the family, but they
all have the same bill of fare; and if the little oues cannot manage
the food, you cut it up for them und fit it for their use, Do the same
thing in your Sunday School with reference to the Word of God, and
then when you meet you can study the same lesson, and study it with
some effect. [ have just remarked that “ Bible Class " is an unfortunate
name, and for this reason,—all the classes are Bible classes,  (hear,
hear). I want to see the Infant and the Intermediate classes, Biblo
classes, just as much as the Adult classes. 1 want to see the Word of
God in the hands of cvery child, and not merely a few verses printed
on 4 lesson paper. It is wrong to deprive the children of the Word of
God. Let me here say a word about having the Bible in the pews of
your churches. T don’t know how it is in your country, but in ours
1t is painful to see how our people are without the Bible in church.
[ have been in churches that eost hundreds of thousands of dollars and
the only Bible in them was the big pulpit Bible and the one in my
own pocket.  Qur church pews are richly furnished with all the
luxuries of the age; cushions, and stools, and fans, and spittoons for
the tobac:o chewers, (laughter), and the people sit in our Protestant
churches, professing to worship God, without a single copy of the
Word of God in their hands. I hope to sec the day when every pew
in our churches will be furnished with complete copies of the Bible—
not the New l'estament merely, and that when the minister opens his
Bible and says, « let us read the Word of God,” it will mean, let us
read, and that every worshipper will open his Bible and intelligently
read the passage. (Hecar, hear). But to come buck to teachers’
meetings—I repeat they should not be turned into mere business
meetings. I remember some years ago attending a Teachers' Meeting
held on a Sunday afternoon after the Sabbath Sehool exercises were
over.  Such convolutions of red tape as were wound around the pro-
ceedings of that meeting were enough to strangle all the spirituality out
of it.  The great question to be settled that afternoon was—who were
members. They had a constitution and a set of by-laws. How many
Teachers’ Meetings and Sunday Schools have been strangled to death
by constitutions and by-laws; (hear, hear). I want to see a Sunday
School constitution, and by-laws something like this, “Go ahead in the
name of the Lord.”” That is all you want. ~ Well, at this meeting a
voto came to be taken on some picayune business, and the constitution
provided that every teacher should ‘pay 25 cents. Some had not, paid,
and it was held they had no right to vote, and they actually spent the
whole of that blessed Lord's day afternoon discussing that miserable
question.  Of course there was no study of the lesson. They could
not study the lesson very well seeing that each teacher took whatever
lesson pleased him.  There was very little progress made in that
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School.  The subject of the lesson should always be known and
studied before coming to the teachers’ meeting, and the discussion on
it would then be more profitable.  Who should conduct teachers'
meetings 7 Kither the pastor or some one clse who can do it as well |
The question often arises,—shall the pastor be superintendent of the
the School ? This is a question intimately connected with teachers’
meetings.  Don’t throw too much work on’your pastor. If he attends
to all his pulpit and pastoral duties, he will have enough upon him
without adding the Sabbath School burden. (Hear, hear).  Then
we should recognize the fact that there is somebody in the church
besides the pastor, Of course in those Schools where no layman can
be had to conduct the School or take charge of the Teachers’ Meetings,
and the pastor is willing to do the work, why let him do it. Some-
times some good Mother in Isracl does very well to conduct a teachers'
meeting.  You need as chairman the most genial person you can get ;
not a morose harsh man who will scold the teachers, but ‘one who will
deal gently with their shortcomings and upbraid not. A great many
teachers make a mistake in studying their lessons, They study solely
for themselves, and not with the view of giving out to others. Every
teacher ought to study the lesson so that he could make ready change
of it.  Study it with this question ever before his mind, * How can I
study this lesson so that I can best give it out to my class?”  Now
let us run over the lesson which we will suppose to come up at the
teachers’ meefing, and we will have to be brief as our time is limited,
An hour is required instead of 15 minutes. 1 would ask you to read
with me the subject of the lesson, but I see you have no Bibles—I
throw out this hint for your next Convention. Every one of you
bring a Bible with you, and if you have not got a pocket Bible bring
the family Bible. Let me remark here that it is a bad plan to supply
our Sunday School children with the New Testament only, as is too
frequently the case. T plead for the whole Word of God for the chil-
dren.  Some of our teachers and scholars are lamentably deficient in
a knowledge of the Old Testament. We will take for our lesson on
this occasion the account of the vietory of David over Goliath as
recorded in 1 Samuel xvii. Now comes the question, how man

verses ought we take as alesson?  Some teachers say eight; but I nsz
if you make that an inexorable rule, how are you ‘going to do with,
say the parables of our Saviour, some of which cover thirteen or four.
teen verses, and others only one or two?  The best way is obviously
to have no rigid rule, but to take as many verses as will include the
whole lesson. Then you ask, ought we to require our children to
commit a whole chapter to memory ? I answer, no, unless they have
remarkable memories. It is a pity to require a child that has a poor
memory to learn as many verses as one whose'memory is strong. That
course will ruin our children’s minds and make their mental exercise
a strictly mechanical operation, and the exercises of the School will
lose thelr spiritual and religious effect. A very good way of studying
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the lesson is to portion it out in this way—when ? where ? who ?
what ? why? Of all the formulas for studying the lesson I have
found none suit me so well as that, Suppose we spend a few winutes
going over the lesson we have selected, in this way. In the first place,
when ? This was in the year B.C. 1063.  Saul had been anointed
King in B.C. 1095. He died in 1055.  So that the events recorded
in this chapter took place eight years before Saul's death. Saul's
adwinistration was on the decline, e was not the king chosen pre-
eminently by God, but was given to the people to gratify their lust for
a king. ~1lis adwinistration was o particularly unfortunate one from
its beginning to its end, David had been appointed by God, and
anointed by Samuel, (iod's prophet and agent, to be King of Israel,
The Philistines were gathered together at Shoehoh. A map of Seriptural
places would be found very convenient at Teachers’ Meetines. ~ Now
we have had the « when," and we come to the where,” and if you
ask me what difference does it make when the event took place, T
answer it is because a great many people are very iznorant of Bible
chronology.  They don't know whether Gideon or Solomon lived first.
They know that Adam was the firs man, but a great many of our
children—1I would not like to y our teachers—stop there, They
have the great heroes of the Bible awfully mixed up in their minds,
and could not tell you when they lived.  Now for the  where,”
We read in the Ist verse, “ The Philistines gathered together their
armics to battle, and were gathered together at Shochoh, which
belongeth to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and  Azckah, in
Ephes-dammim, and Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together
and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array against
the Philistines.  So much we have as to the “where.”  We under-
stand then that the Philistines wore encamped on the side of a great
hill, and the Israclites were in the valley opposite.  Now as to the
“who." We need not read the chapter over, us it is familiar, but at
Teachers' Meetings I would have the teachers read over the chapter
distinetly in concert, or vorse by verse, in order.  Who is the princi-
pal hiero in the lesson?  David,  Whe is the biggest hero?  Goliath.
Now can we think of others who arc important partics in this trans.
action? - We have David, the braye little man ; Goliath, the boastful
big man; and Saul the capricious and tyrannical man ; and we have
the great arwies of the Philistines and the Israclites; Jonathan enters
incidentally into the transaction, and three important charaeters in it
are the three brothers of David, who belonged to the regular army.
They felt their importance, and when David came down in the eapacity
of a sort of Christian commission with his cheese and bread and corn,
they reecived him with contempt.  The looked upon him us a little
fellow, very good in his way, but of no importance ; and when they
saw him come down to the battle field, they reproached him and said,
*“ Why camest thou down hither ? and with whom hast thou left those
few sheep in the wilderness ¥ [ know thy pride and the naughtiness
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of thine heart, for thou .art come down that thou mightest sce the
battle " 1 dont helieve they ever thanked him for his chocse and his
corn and bread.  They bid him begone about his business. When
David came down he heard of the hoasting of this giant and the appre-
hensions that ran through the camp of Isracl, and then what did he
do? Il proposed to fight this ginnt, after having very cautiously
enquired what was to be done to the man who would slay him.  Now
we have had the “when,” the “where,” and the “who.” " Let me here
remind you that in teaching Old Testament mattters, it is necessary
to kecp before the ehildren’s winds the fact that the events took place
before Clivist, for sometimes they get confused on that point and con-
found cvents before Christ with those that took place after Christ.
For instance, the exodus of the children of Tsracl was B.C. 1491, and
the discovery of America was A1, 1492 and | have known childfen
mix up these dates and have a contused idea that the one cvent took
place only a year after the other Now we come to the “what,”
which is really the of the lesson.  Golinth had bheen threatening
the Tsraclites 40 days and nights.  What a singular thing it is how
many times the number 40 is used in Seripture, and had we time we
might find it a pleasant exereise to look up how many times the space
of 40 days is mentioned in the Bible, from the account of the deluge
down to the fasting of our Lord.  But if you are pressed for time |
would pass that by as there are more important matters in the lesson,
T would guard against wandering off to matters merely incidental to
the lesson, and neelecting its important parts. [t would not be out of
place to draw a comparison between the sizes of David and Golinth, 1
saw a picture some time ago in one of our Sunday School books of
Goliath and David, drawn in such propertions, that if we suppose
David to have been about four feet six inches, or five feet, Goliath
would have been about 30 fect high.  (Laughter). 1 merely mention
this to call attention to the absurdity of some of our Sunday School
pictures, and to entreat our friends in buying pictures for the young
not to get those that abound with such manifest absurditics.  In this
cut Goliath's sword was a little longer than David himself. and there
was David brandishing it over the giant's head. | saw another picture
of Goliath's head being carried by David by the hair.  David was
represented standing by a little declivity to enable the head to be as
large as possible. It was at least as large as a barrel of flour,
(Linughter.)  Now as to the “ what." [ think we have in this lesson
the true principle of war.  We should have less of war if battles were
decided by single combat. Tf Nuapoleon of France, and Willinm of
Prussia, hal been obliged to settle their differences by sincle combat,
there would have been a great deal less destruction of valuable lives,
and demolition of valuable property. | do not know that we shall ever
get to that, but let us hope that the engines of war will be so improved
and come to be so terribly destructive that nations will find that it
does not pay to send great armies into the field to be cut down, Wae
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have also in this lesson a contrast between quiet bruvcry and braggart
boasting.  Goliath felt himself 4 very big man, and never moro g0 than
when he saw Duvid coming out to meet him. He suid, « Am | o dog
that thou comest to meet me with stones,” and he cursed David by his
gods.  Now, sce the quiet hruvvr_y of the little man,—“ Thou comegt
to me with a sword and with a spear and with a shield, but | come to
thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the (fod of the armies of [srael
whom thou hast defied.  This day will the Lord deliver them into
mine hand, and I wili smite thee, and take thine head from thee.”
Goliath must have gaid to himself, “What a fool this little man must
be, coming to me with all these fine specehes,” and he went on cursing
him by the name of his Philistine god. David threw the stone and
hit him on the for head, and now comes the “why," of the lesson,
Turn to Phillipians iv, 13 « can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me,”  And teachers, superintendents, and pastors must
go to the work to-day, not with bragaart boasting, but in the name of
the God of the armics of [ o], and with quict, loving and determined
coergy, trusting for vietgry to the same God who gave David the
victory over Golinth, (Cheers).

Hymn—« All hail the power of Jesus' name,” was then sung by
the Convention,

THE TEACHER IN HIS CLASS, AND TIIE PASTORAL
WORK OF THE TEACHER OUT OF THE SCHOOL,

This was the next subject taken up, and was introduced by

Mr. W. J. McOarLra, of S, Catharines, who said,—Dear friends,
Iappear before you as a teacher)y and T wish to tall to you for a few
minutes, as a teacher to fellow-ténchers, and may the Master he pre-
sent with us to aid us and to bless ug, Before T enter upon the
subject set apart for me, allow me one word more on preparation, |
want to emphasize a point that has been referred to more than once—
that is, the necessity of heart preparation.  However much intellectual
preparation we may have, without this heart preparation we shall
utterly fail, and to get this we must 0 often to a throne of grace.
We will now suppose the hour for opening the school has arrived.
We will be there promptly at the hour, or a little before, and take
part in the opening exercises; and now we begin with our classes,
We should meet each member of the class with a pleasant and kindly
greoting, remembering that we must reach their hearts, before we can
reach their souls, and lead them to Christ ; we must do this by kind-
vess and love. If we can get our scholars to love us, it will not be
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difficult to get them to love our teaching. Let me add that when we
sit down with our class and begin to teach, we should have a definite
object before us; and I say that this object should be nothing less
than to lead the children to Christ. There are doubtless secondary
objects in our Sabbath School work, but if we fail in this we accom-
plish nothing for eternity.  Let us, then, cver keep this prominently
before us, and let our scholars feel that we love their souls and wish to
lead them to the Saviour. I would say, further, let us have perfect
order and attention in our classes.  While it is true the teacher ought
to be gentle, loving and kind, he must at times be prompt and decided.
Talking and laughing in a class is ruinous. The teacher must be
able to command the respeet of his class; if' he cannot do that, he had
better give it up; usually it is not very difficult to do. | tell you how
T succeed best myself. ~ When I have a scholar who is disposed to
disturb the class, I o tohim alone and talk kindly to him, appealing
to his own  self-respect and sense of right. I have never known this
course to fail; aud if there are any teachers here that are troubled
with a refractory boy or girl, I would advise them to try this plan,
In teaching, don't let us do all the talking oursclves (ILear, hear),
We cannot be too strongly impressed with the fact that lecturing is
not teaching.  If your experience is at all similar to mine, you will
find this plan is somewhat difficult to carry out. 1 found it much
easier to prepare a nice talk for the children of about 15 or 20 min-
utes; but it is not the best way.  We should remember that the very
essence of good teaching is in skilful catechising. (1lear, hear). The
more conversational we can make the excrcises of the class, the better.
If we teach our scholars to talk over the lesson with us and ask us
Aquestions, we have gained a great deal, for we get their minds to work
upon the lesson. To do this requires prepuration. Tt requires not
only study of the lesson, but a thorough knowledge of God’s word, so
that you can readily answer any questions the seholars may put to
you. Kncourage your scholars to ask questions. 1 might dwell
longer on this point, for it is important, but my time is short, and
the subject given me very comprehensive. Do not let your lesson
close without a pointed application. Let us have a point in every
lesson, and let all our teaching be directed towards bringing it out and
impressing it upon the hearts of the children.  Don't put off the
application till the elass closes.  We sometimes get tired after a long
sermon listening to the application, and o in our elass if we leave the
application of the lesson till the close, the children weary of it, and
there will be perhaps the superintendent’s bell before we get half
through.  The best way is, when you come gto point, to make the
application at once. | mean a point, for I think it is best to have
but one chief point in the lesson, which we should endeavor to impress
upon the class. My own method is usually to usk the children “ What
practical lesson have we for our hearts ?” and | usually get answers
from the scholars,  Some give one answer, and some another; perhaps
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all may be points in the lesson, but I have one in my own mind that I
try to impress upon them, making it the prominent feature of the
lesson.  But whatever our lesson may be, let us not fail to find Christ
in it. Let us use every means to make our lesson as interesting as
we can, but let not 'Christ be crowded out, TLet me illustrate this
point. I read a short"time ago of a celebrated painter who had spent
a long time upon a picture of the Last Supper.  When he had finished
it, he called in some of his brother artists to examine it ; one by one
expressed his opinion, until it came to one upon whose judgment the
painter placed great reliance.  After examining it carefully, he said to
the painter, « That which strikes me as the most beautifyl part of the
picture is the chalice, the coloring is so beautiful and the lines are so
perfect.”  The painter looked sadly disappointed and said, «If that
15 the most beautiful thing in my picture. I have made a sad mistake,”
and he took his brush and deliberately rubbed it out. 1 can have
nothing,” said he, “in that picture, to detract from the face of my
Master, e must be its prominent object.” (Cheers). So it should be
in the Sabbath School lessons. 11old ever up the blessed Saviour to the
children.  Let us at the same time try to make our lesson as impres-
sive and interesting as we can. I need not dwell on this point. You all
know its importance.  Our Master was a pictorial teacher.  All nature
furnished Him with objects to illustrate His instructions, and in  this,
as in everything else, let us study to imitate Him.  And now we sup-
pose our class exercises are over, and the School is dismissed. I fear
many of us think our work is over then, till the next Sabbath ; but
should we do this when we remember that many of our scholars, perhaps
the majority of them go buck to godless families, where there is no
influence for God, but the reverse.  What will become of the impres-
sions that we may have made on the Sabbath ? They will be lost
unless we-follow them up during the week.  This brings me to the
second part of our subject—* the pastoral work of the teacher,” a work
more important 1 believe than that of teaching in the class.  Let us
follow our scholars up during the week.  We may often have wished,
while teaching, to know the state of the mind of our scholars, for in
fact this is almost as important'to know as the lesson itself, A quiet
talk with them out of Sehool would give the information, and deepen
the impression we may have made in the class, and from my own per-
sonal knowledge, T can say, those who have been successful in winning
souls to Christ have been so only so far as they have come in personal
contact with their scholars.  It'is well to visit the scholars at their
homes occassionally ; but not only this, invite them, two or three at a
time, to your own home, and you will be able the better to lead their
minds to Christ. Then I would follow this up by class prayer-meetings.
After years of experience, I can testify. to the importance of such a
oourse. It may be objected that this is difficalt work. It is difficult
work, and it will be imyossible work unless our hearts are in Christ.
We will not even attempt it, if we are not filled with love for ()l}lrist.
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But with this love for Christ and for souls we can accomplish i,
That is my testimony, and the testimony of cvery one who has thug
laboured. ~ Now one word in concl ion.  Let us have faith in God to
expeet immediate results.  We are too apt to look for results many days
henee.  Liet us expect results now, (Hear hear).  God suys to us ag
teachers, “ According to your faith so shall it be unto youw." What
is your faith? Do you expeet God to bless your efforts’in the imme-
diate conversion of your scholars? - Do you pray for that? Dear
teachers, it is that that troubles wy own heart; 1 feel T am defective
here; that T have not faith to expect the immediate conversion of my
seholars. — And how meagre are our results? In looking over the sta-
tistics of the linois State Convéntion, where they have the Sabhath
School work in almost the highest state of perfection, T find reported
an average of two scholuars in cach School converted to Christ. [ do
not know the results in our Canadian Schools, but how solemn is the
thought that we aim to bring our scholars to Jesus before they go out
into the world, perhaps beyond the reach of religions influence. Let
us take this thought home with us from this Convention, and in
faith in God's prowises let us labour, honouring God by belicving that
He will not fail to accomplish what e has said. We cannot doubt
Iis express promises that e i willing to aceept-the children that are
brought to Iim in faith.  Let us honour our Master by believing that
He will do for us, as Sabbath School teachers Just what He has pro-
mised to do. Then what a blessed work we have accomplished—a

work that will tell for cternity, and be our Jjoy and our rejoicing in
that better world.  (Cheers.)

Hymn—<T know that my Redeemer Jives,”
The President declared the subject open for discussion.

Rev. Mr. K R, Brantford, referred to one point in Mr.
MeCalla’s address that pleased him very much, and that was, always
to have Christ in the lesson.  *These words are written that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, and that belicving ye might have life
through his name.” ¢ Search the Scriptures, for they are they which
testify of me."  Ile (Mr. Keefer) had been n Sabbath Sehool teacher
for several years. But though he wished the conversion of his scholars
he, for a long time, never spoke to them of immediate conversion,
This he finally eoncluded to do, and his heart wus gladdened shortly
afterwards by three of his eluss making public confession of their faith
in Christ. Fle hoped they would all go from the Convention impressed
with the importance of faith in the immediato conversion of the
children as the result of faithful teaching.

Rev. Tnos. Macuire suid he was persuaded from the results of
his own expericnce, that the first cloments of success in teaching are to
be filled with the love of Christ ourselves, and then to walk after Hig
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example—to let our own lives be a practical commentary on what we
teach.  Filled with the spivit we will, while faithful in teaching, not
neglect our pastoral work,

Mr. S, Paxson, Missouri, wished one point, which had already
been alluded to, to be deeply impressed upon the Convention, and that
was the importance of a teacher not ing and speaking to his scholars
whenever he wet them. (Hear, hear.)  Te remembered when he was
a poor erippled boy, an old Quaker, with his broad-hrimmed hat, would
stop whenever he met him, and putting his hand on his head, would
say to him, < Well, Stephen, thee still hobbling through life ; be a good
boy.”  That was all he said. He used to think that was the only
man in the world that cared anything about him, and he would have
trusted him in anything.  Why 2 Simply beeause he manifested a
love for him. Dr. Chalmers used to say to a little boy when Le met
lim, ¢ Little man, give your heart to the Saviour, and then go work
for Him." That boy was now the Rev. John Me( A man
who had brought tens of thousands of children to the § School,
and who was a most sful missionary of the American Sunday
School Union.  Ie always attributed his conversion to that work to
the kindness to him, of Dr. Chalmers putting his hand on his head,
and telling him “ Little man, give your heart to the Saviour, then go
work for Him."  To the teachers he would say, be in carnest, and
convinee your scholars that you believe yoursclyes every word that you
teach.

Mr. Rowrann, London said it might be objected to the preparation
of the lesson, that it would take too much time: but the study of
Giod’s word, which this preparation involved, was necessary for the
spivitual welfare of every christian, whether he taught or not.
Teachers who prepared their lessons would find that the work not
done wholly for the benefit of others, but that it was a dir spiritual
benefit to themselves,  Ile urged the necessity of more earnestness and
deeper devotion to the work.

Mr. D McLgan, Toronto, raid it was important that teachers ali
should realize the personal responsibility that rested upon them to
prosceute the work faithfully ; they must account to (lod for these little
ones committed to their care. The neeessity of heart preparation
could not be too forcibly dwelt upon. - What was wanted was to get
their hearts in unison with Jesus, so that in every step of their work
they would feel that Jesus was with them.~ The conversion of
every child under his care should be the great object of every teacher.
For that he should pray, and teach, and strive continually, both in the
school and outside of it. It was pleasant to be engaged in such a
work.  Same teachers talked of the sacrifices they had to make. Why
it was the most blessed work a man could be engaged in.

Mr. Reab, Galt, referred to an error teachers often fell into, in
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asking children if they were good. The children would, in all cases,
naturally answer in the affirmative, and the result would, in map

oases be, that the teacher was actually training his children to tof]
falsehoods.

ver
Mr. Wikig, Toronto, said, if they were in earnest in their work e
they might expect to sce conversions in their classes. He heartily
approved of the plan of teachers inviting their scholars to their homes,
Give them a little tea party oceasionally, and don't invite any outsiders,
Then, after tea, talk to them about Jesus, and, if possible, get the
children to pray themselves. That was a great step gained.  This wag
a course cvery teacher could follow, and from his own experience he
knew the value of it. e also cordially approved of visiting the
children at their own homes, and giving them a pleasant greeting
when meeting them on the streets,
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Rev. Mr. Srrarru, Ingersoll, referring to the motto on the wall The
“ TFeed my lambs,”’ said there was a question that went before that, ot
which should not be lost sight of by any teacher or minister, that was, . of th
¢ Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ?”  Then came the command, the
“ Feed my lambs." When the widow gave her dead son to Klijah, the
what did the prophet do with the child ? Three thoughts, important i@ %
to Sabbath School teachers, might be gathered from the prophet's resh
course on this occasion.  irst, he stretehed himself over the child, had
So, fellow teachers, stretch yoursclves over the children  with Nch(;
all the ardour and  carnestness of a loving heart that feels i
the infinite importance of bringing the dead soul to life. Then, how zwc
much good do you think would have resulted from this operation had '“},,w
there not been life in Elijah’s own body ?  So teacl ﬂtit;‘u
their own souls warmed with love to Christ before they impart warmth il
to others. « Lovest thou me ?” That was the (uestion every teacher ll(;(: )
should answer, before procceding to obey the seeond command, « Feed =
my lambs.”  But that was not all. There was a lifting up of the \‘()l;l'
heart of the prophet unto the Lord, praying that life might be restored ther
to the child.  Teachers must likewise accompany their efforts with Two
earnest prayer to God, or their labor will be in vain. Another point but t
was often too much overlooked—the neees ty of being familiar with .
. J ; . entir
our weapons.  When David went to meet Goliath he did not take with obso
him Saul's armour which he had tried on, because he had not proved hu‘nd
it.  Let us never o into our class till we haye thoroughly tried our
weapons and become familliar with them. As had already been said,
they needed more faith in the promises of Christ that he would bless he h}
their labors. They needed to g0 to work in thespirit of the Psalmist, teac
who said, “Early ‘will I direct my prayer unto thee, and look up." <l‘mlll
Teachers, if faithful in their work, should look for results, br::it[,‘
The discussion was then close ﬁgo‘
the Convention adjourned.

5 must have

d, and, after singing the doxology,



0 all cases,
d, in man
Iren to tel]

their work
Ie heartily
heir homes,
y outsiders,
le, get the

This was
erience he
isiting  the
it greeting

n the wall
efore that,

, that was, .

command,
to Klijah,
important
prophet's
the child.
ren  with
that  feels
Then, how
ration had
nust have
rt warmth
Ty teacher
1d, “ Feed
up of the
e restored
forts with
ther point
iliar with
take with
ot proved
tried our
been said,
uld bless
Psalmist,
look up."

doxology,

61
SECOND DAY —AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention met at two o’clock. Devotional exercises
were conducted by Rev. Thomas Maguire.

The PRESIDENT announced that the first item on the pro-
gramme was answers to the question—

WHAT HAVE BEEN THE RESULTS OF TEACHING IN
YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE ?

Rev. Joux Woop, Brantford, was requested to introduce the
subject. — He said his own experience in connection with Sab-
bath School work was rather as a superintendent than a teacher,
The object of placing this question before the Convention was
not to draw out long speeches, but to hear from the members
of the Convention what had been the success, the difficulties and
tho discouragements they have met with in connection with
the work of Sabbath School instruction. 1In his own experience
as superintendent, he had been impressed with the different
restilts in different classes, and he was convinced that the teacher
had, to a large extent, the result in his own hands. In the
school with which he was connected as pastor for nearly 18
yoars, there were some classes which were always full.  No
special effort was made to get the children to attend, but there
was a charm about the teacher and his mode of teaching that
attracted the children. On the other hand, there were some
classes that were all the while diminishing in numbers. It was
not because the teachers lacked intelligence or diligence, bus it
was on account of their manner of teaching and personal inter-
course with the scholars, which failed to attach the children to
thom. When he was a scholar he was under several teachors,
Two of them produced a very deep impression upon his mind,
but the impression the others made was so slight that he had
entirely forgotton them.  This showed the truth of his former
observation, that the result was in a great measure in the
hands of the teacher.

Ion, BiLua FLINT said, since he came to the Convention,
he had encouraging evidence of the result of his Sabbath School
teaching. A gentleman had met him yesterday, and after cor-
dially greeting him, had told him that he was a member of his
Sabbath Schopl class in Belleville some 42 years ago. That
gentleman, he believed, was a thorough Christian, and was doing
a good work. Io would mention another instance in his own
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experience.  Some 40 years ago he had presented a Bible (o a
boy who was a member of his class, and who was then about to
leave the place. Ie heard nothing of him for a number of
years, when in the course of a political contest in which he (Mr.
Flint) was engaged, ho met his old scholar, and was pleased to
find he remembered his old Sunday School teacher with pleasure
and gratitude, and in refurn for his kindness then, he rendered
him all the assistance in his power.

Mr. D. W, Beavre alluded to a class of boys in the school
of which he was superintendent. A few years ugo thoy were
inattentive and took very little interest in tho Tesson s bui thejr
teacher was indefatigable, and earnest and faithful, not only ag
a teacher in the school. but in doing pastoral work out of school,
The results, which he would briefly state, were owing under
God, he believed, more to tho pastoral labors of the toacher,
than to his teaching in the school.  The results of the indefati-
gablo efforts of the teacher were that the whole class, consisting
of ten boys, were atientive, studious, and interested in Sabbath
School instruction, and seven of them were Liopefully united to
Christ.  One of them was studying for the ministry, and anothor
was looking to the field of foreign missions as his future sphere
of labor.  These were the results of caveful supervision on the

art of the teacher. Their great and first objoct should be to
Kring the children to Christ, but that was not all their work,
They should aid tho children in developing their Christian cha.

racter, and this could be done best by pastoral supervision. He
mentioned these things not merely o encourago the teachers, in
their t?uching on the Sabbath, but in their offorts to train up

their s¢holars to bo active Christian men and women. They
had endugh of sleoping Christians in the church—buckots into
which the gospel was pourcd, but which gave nothing out,
oxcept indeed it leaked out, and was lost, as it often seomed to
do. We want active Christians in this day—men who will g0
out into the highways and bring the gospelto those who seldom
or never hear it. Christian teachers, you are they who ave to
train up a generation to do this work. ~ (Cheers).

Mr. Fry, of York Village, said they had had a number of
conversions in their Sabbath School, but ho could not for certain
attribute them to Sabbath School teaching, although he had no
doubt it was a help. At any rate ho could say contidently that,
in doing this work, he had the heartfelt satisfaction of knowing
that he was doing his duaty, and that was a groat deal. 1f we
did that both in the Sabbath School and the pulpit, we could
confidently leave the result to God.

Rev. R. W. Pearson, of Point 8t. Charles, Montreal, called
attention to the operation of Bible classes for adults conducted
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in large citiey, particularly to three classos in Montreal.  The
first was under the Icmlurnhi,. of l’rinri]ml Dawson, of Me@Gill
University, with an average attendance of about 200 ; the other
was conducted by Prof. McVicar, of the Montreal Presbyterian
College, with an ave attendance for seven years of ovor
200; and the third was ono conducted by himself last fall and
winter, with an attendance ranging from 260 (o 290. These
classes wero intended for adults—for thoughtful ading Chiris-
tian men and women, and (he exercises Were more an intor-
chango of thought and opinions, than the teaching of one person,
He held in his hand a letter from D, MeViear, extracts of which
he would read in reference to the question put to the Conven-
tion.  The Dr. says, “ During my pastorate, I have received
into the church by profession of faith or by letter from other
churchos, about one hundred persons per annum; and I know
that the Bible clasy was tho means of bringing not a few of these
souls to the Saviour. ok % T have known of'deep  con-
victions being produced —convictions issuing in conversion—by
the study in the class of portions of God's word which Lo super-
ficial readers may scem barren and unprofitable, thus strongth-
ening my faith in the declaration of tho Spirit, that < All Srri]r
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,”
&e. Ho (Mr. Pearson) would supplement that statement by the
declaration, made in no spirit of pride, but simply of ¢neou-
ragement, that out of the class which he conducted, eleven, who
had conneeted themselves with the church of Christ, traced the
turning-point in their spiritual history tosome thought expressed,
some sentiment interchanged, or some light cast upon a porplex-
ing passagoe, in that class

The PRESIDENT said it was a gratifying evidence of the
interest taken in the Sabbath Sehool ¢ause, that they had nearly
all classes of the community represonted at the Convention. It
was particularly gratifying to have the Bench of our country
represented here, as it was by Judge Jones, of Brantford, whom
he had now the pleasure of introducing.

Judge JoNEs—This is a work, my Christian friends, that we
cannot honor, but one that confers honor upon us. I have felt
for many years that a great honor was conferred upon me, in
that I was permitted to labor in the Sabbath School.  We are
here this afternoon to speak of the results of our work. My own
work has been confined 10 teaching a male adult Bible class of
some 30 or 40 members, in the town of Brantford. The mate-
rial of such a class is made up in- towns, as you are aware, of a
great many young men away from home, living in boarding
houses, and therefore tho parental control over them is very
slight. The teacher’s influcnce, therefore, must be exerted to




bring them out to the Bible class. The teacher must do s0me
astoral work, o keep his class together. I think we should
0ok more for direct results. We are too apt to misapply a very
geod passage of Scripture—¢ Paul planted, Apollos watered, God
gave the increase.”” It is frequently quoted—¢ Paul may plant,
Apollos may water, but God gives the increase.” That is true,
but it ix not the whole truth. There is no doubt about the
increase, and we ought to expect it, If we labor in Christ, the
increase is just as sure as that we labor.  In connection with
the Subbath School, my own work has been the preparation of
teachers for the intermediate classes.  From my class, the
superintendent, almost every month, selects teachers for the
school.  The young men thus prepured are much more capable
to teach, than those without that preparation. T would say to
those engaged in this work : it is a work which requires the
whole mind. If we have half:u-dozen duties in connection with
the church to attend to, it is very probable some of them will be
neglected. < Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might;" and conducting a class in the Subbath School takes
up all the time most people have to spare.  There are others in
the church who might be profitably employed in the discharge
of some of the dutics which we are assuming.  We are trying
to carry the whole church upon our shoulders ; it will only
crush us down, and the work will not be well done after all, Do
your work thoroughly; done in the faith of God, the harvest

will be sure.  (Cheors).

Mr. Curistorner Kemster, Hamilton, said he had been a
Sabbath School worker for many years, and he was convinced
that harm was sometimes done by a teacher attempting to do too
much. Tt was always better, he thought, to give the whole soul
up to one part of the work, for which the teacher was best fitted.
He had been engaged in teaching a class in the jail, and had
met with much encouragement.  There were times in the expe-
rience of every teacher when he felt despondent and discouraged,
but he should always remember the Master's promire, that He
will ever be with those, to bless them and their labors, who
work faithfully for Him.

Rev. W. W. Syrri, Pine Grove, was convinced from his own
experience, that one result of Sabbath School teaching was a
clearer apprehension of Divine tuth in the minds of those who
taught. It was with ard to Bible truths as with other
matters, we never thoroughly understood them until we either
write or speak of them.  Another result of Sabbath School
teaching, he had often noticed with pleasure, was the improve-
ments effected in familios through the influence of the children
of those families who attend the Sabbath School. The little
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Sabbath School children wero often the means of bringing their
fathers and mothers and elder brothers and sisters to the Saviour,
or at any rate of effecting a great moral improvement in the
houschold. e could look back upon his labors and bless God
that, through his etforts in the Sabbath School, some children
had been brought to the Saviour; and it would generally  be
found that there was more spirituality among chureh members
who had been trained in the Sabbath School, than among those
who had not enjoyed that advantage.  The very best teachers
were those who had heen seholars, and he helieved preachers
]n'«‘:u-hwl better from having learned a few lessons in the Sab
bath School.  Let the world say what it may, preaching was
<till God's great means for the converting of the world.

Rev. Winnian Eserey suggested that it would be well to
ascertain how many in the Convention traced their conversion
to Sabbath School influence. This would furnish an evidence of
the practical effects of Sabbath School teaching.,

Rev, Jorn Brigas suggested that all those who had heen
direetly benefitted by Sabbath School instruction, vise to their
feet.

Rev. Dro Warers thonght such a0 cowrse was hardly in
order. The meeting was not for the purpose of entering into a
spivitnal inquisition respecting the members of the Convention,

The PrestorNt, on heing appealed o, decided that at this
stage of the proceedings the conrse suggested would not be in
Ul'll(‘l'.

By request, My, Maitlad sang @ Jesus the water of life will
aive.

Rev. L Cray Trusnent, on being introduced by the Presi-
dent, was very cordially received by the Convention. e said :
My, Prosident; and members of the Convention, although this fs
tho first time I have had the privilege of meceting the friends
of Christ in Canada, yet I confess to w home feeling here, when
I'find so many gathered together, loving first of all, my Father,
our Father—my clder Brother, our elder Brother—to consider the
interests of that class whom the blessed Jesus, our elder Brother
while here on earth loved, and to counsel with one anothoer con-
cerning those interests which are dearest to my own heart. [
also have a home feeling here because of the warm weleomo you
have given me. Never before has it been my privilege to speak
under any flag but that of my own country. Now | come out
from my own nationality, and still I feel at home, for I find here
my flag wreathed lovingly with your own (cheers); and you
are assuring me and all who come here from whatever quarter,
that «“Christianity knows no boundary line ;" and reminding us

0
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that there is a bettor country, which we all, as pilgrims and
strangers, confoss that wo seek.  God grant us an entrance into
that heavenly city, where the one flag, above all flags of carthly
nationality, shall be the blood-stained banner, the victorious flag

of Christ.  (Cheers).

FINANCIAL.

Hon. Jory MeMurricit Treasurer of the Association, said
there had heen due a total of liabilities of $350, but that
sinco yesterday ho had collected oftarrcars $147, and there was
paid at the door, $95, making $242, leaving a balanco still due
of $108, which he thought he would he able to meet by the
collection of remaining arrears.

The following was his estimate of amounts required to carry
on the operations of the Association for the present year :—

Printing (same as last yoar).. . $ 260 00
Advertising 50 00
Postage .. 50 00
Expenses of Deleg fis 150 00

(This must be considered a low estimate, as they
hope to do more work this ycar in the way of
County organization, than last yeor).

Secretary

500 00

$1010 00

Mr. Nixon wished to know if there was any regular method
of collecting the sums pledged on behalf of schools. Were the
partics pledging the amount to forward it to tho Treasurer, or
wait till it was applied for?  This matter ought to be understood
bofore they separated. )

Mr. MoMurricn said that tho year~before last he had writ-
ton to all the parties in arrears and with one or two exceptions
the money was all collected.  Last year he had not made appli-
cation for the money, because he was in doubt whether or not
gome of the amounts pledged were included in the sum sent to
him from Belleville. He found, however, on coming to the
Convention, that they were not so included. Whatever amounts
were promised this year, he wished it understood, were to be
gent promptly to the Treasurer, accompanied with the full address,
g0 that he could know whom to credit.

on the
portan
offerin
ously.
O
NEDY,
the au
that §

M
brethre
Teachi
up a ¢
was ¢x
merely
connec
ance of
150 is
the out
past n
me.
to our
them, :
new tu
repeate
time 01
say to
I don’t
let me
and ag
“Now,
presenc
our He
them, t
ask Go



pilgrims and
ntrance into

of carthly
ictorious flag

fation, said
50, but that
nd there was
mcee still due
meet by the

tired to carry

year i—

.. $ 260 00
50 00
50 00
160 00

cy

of'

500 00

$1010 00

ygular method
5. Were the
Treasurer, or
be understood

t he had writ-
wo exceptions
ot made appli-
whether or not
he sum sent to
oming to the
tever amounts
hd, were to be
e full address,

67

Mr. NixoN moved that those schools that pledged amounts
last year, and had not yet paid up, be requested to send in the
money to the Treasurer.

The motion was carried.

Mr. D. MoLean pointed out that $1000 was needed to carry
on the work of organizing the countics, This was a very im-
portant work, and it was for the Convention to s y, by their
offerings, whether or not the work should he prosecuted +igor-
ously.

On motion of Rev. J. Learoyn, seconded by Mr, W. Kex-
NEDY, it was resolved to receive voluntary subscriptions from
the audienco.  This was done, and at the close, it was announced
that $770 had been puid or promised.

INFANT CLASS TEACHING.

Mr. Harcovrr, Toronto—At the request of several of the
brethren, I have been invited to open the question of Infant Class
Teaching. I did not expect to speak upon it, but in order to fill
up a gap occasioned by the non-attendance of a gentleman who
was expectod, Thave consented to do so. T content myself with
merely telling you how I conduct my infant class in Toronto, in
connection with St. James” Sunday School. 1 have an attend-
ance of 230 little ones, of ages varying from four to ten. About
150 is the number I usually have atone time. 1 will give you
the outlines of the course which I have adopted: At a quarter
past nine we meet; I find the little ones prepared to recoivo
me. I welcome them with a cordial greeting. Before we go
to our lesson, we sing a hymn. I repeat the words over to
them, and they follow me line by line.  Perhaps it may bo a
new tune I am introducing. In that case, after they have
repeated the first verse over after me several times, I sing it a
time or two, and then I ask them to follow me. They sing. 1
say to them, “ There are 120 little voices here this morning, and
I'don’t think more than 75 or 80 of them sing that verse. Now
let me hear you all join in the noxt verse.” They sing again
and again, until they know it pretty woll. Then I say to them,
“Now, my little boys and girls, we are going into the immediate
presence of God. I want you all to join in prayer with me to
our Heavenly Father.” ~ They close their eyes, and I pray with
them, they following me with their voices in the prayer. Wo
ask God to bless us and our school, both scholars and teachers.
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The prayer over, the children sit down. We wish to imbue the
minds of these little ones with a missionary spirit.  We have g
missionary hox, which is passed round to recoive the contriby-
tions of the children.  Last quarter they amounted to $4.03,
Many of them have learned verses, which I hear them say after
the collection.  Then we sing another hymn, and £0 to the
lesson. The other Sunday we had for the subject of our lesson,
“Little sins.” These words T wrote on the hlackboard. I base
the subject upon these words, “The litde foxes (hat 8poil the
vines,” taken from the Song of' Solomon, | sy to the children
that T suppose many of the people in the time of Solomon culti.
vated arapes; thal they grew upon vines; that there were
foxes there, and that it was the Tittle foxes that gnawed the
vines ad the root, and so spoiled them that no Zrapes grew upon
them; that all this is in the word of God, and that God tells us
there is mothing in His word that has not a meaning,  The
meaning is, that Tittle sins are like those Tittle foxes—(ha little
sins committed by Tittle ehildren lead to other and areater sins,
and therefore the ehildren should he very careful to avoid them,

The time allotted (o My, Harcourt having expired, he con-
cluded.

The Prestest introduced to the Convention Miss McPher-
son, of London, England, who, he reminded the audience, was
engaged inoa great work of Christian ]»hil:mlhrnp.\, that of
bringing out orphan children from Great Britain, and finding
them homes in this country.  (Cheers). He took this oppor-
tunity of assuring her that the people of Canada heartily sympa-
thized with her in the great work she had undertaken, and
wished her God speed inall her efforts. (Cheers).,

Miss McPugrson, on rising, wax veceived with very hearty
applause. She drew a graphic and touchis picture of the cha-
acter and condition of the homeless and destitute children of
London, and gave an eloquent account of her own labors, the
difficuities she had met with, and the success which had hitherto
attended her labors, and which encouraged her to continue them
with increased zeal,
“Your Mission " was then sung.

Rev. Dr. Warkrs said they must have all heen intorested,
instructed and cheered by the interesting and cloquent address
they had just listened to, and he was sure they all felt grateful
to Miss McPherson for the work she had done and was still
doing.  Ile would therefore beg leave to move that the cordial
thanks of this Convention be given to Miss MePherson. (Cheers).

Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER seconded the motion, and it was car-
ried, the audience indicating their I sarty approval by rising.
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The PRrESIDENT then introduced Mr. GrEEN, of London,
England, who had just arrived in this country.

Mr. GrEEN—Mr. Chairman and  Christian  friends, my
first words perhaps should he—¢ A blessing upon the head and
heart of the President of the great Republie,” and “God save
Queen Victoria."  (Cheers; the audience rising and singing a
verse of the National Anthem.) Mr. Green continued—Allow
me to say a fow words upon the subject that was just before the
Convention.  The infant class is perhaps the most important of
all the classes of the school, because there is no time of one's
life in which dogmatic trath can be learned so easily as at the
age of from four to cight. What we want, is to teach the chil-
dren so that they will not only understand the lesson, but be
able to teach it to others.  One object of our teaching should be
to make teachers of our seholars. We are surrounded every-
where by a heathen population, which our ministers cannot
reach, nor even our Christian societies. But they may be reached
througrh thew ehildren, and Twould suggest this plan to advance
that object. T suppose every one of you is acquainted with the
little: catechism of Dr. Watts'—a_complete system of theology.
Along with this catechism ix Dr. Watts" hymns, which enter into

¢ part of a child’s life, teaching the child its duty to God
and to man, and its need of a Saviour. These two little books -
are simple and complete, and are as good at 90 ax at 9 years of
age. Dlearned them more than 50 years ago, and they have
been of service to mo ever since. 1 will give you an illustration
of what I mean by teaching a child, so that when it is taught, it
can teach the same lesson to others during the week.  Dr. Watts
has written 24 little answers o as many questions, and the first
seven of these are—“The great God who made heaven and
carth.”” Some of our catechisms for young children give as
answers to similar questions, simply “ God.”  This is wrong. If
we lose reverence for the name and the word and the works of
God, our religion will have but little influence. Dr. Watts
guards against this by giving as answers to the questions—¢The
great God who made heaven and carth,” and the ‘mind of the
child who learns it is much more deeply impressed.  The great
truths of religion can be brought home to a child’s mind, and
impressed upon it, by a little variation in putting these ques-
tions and by a repetition of them several times. Can you tell
me, children, who made you?—“The great God who made hea-
ven and earth.”  What does He do for you?—¢He keeps me
from harm by night and by day, and is always doing me good.”
And what must you do for this great God who is so good to you ?
—“I'must learn to know Him first, and then I must do every-
thing to please Him.” Where does God teach us to know and
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fear Him ?—¢In His holy word which is contained in the Biblo.”
And 80 on. By having the children repeat thesc answers over
several times, they get them impressed upon their memories;
and by repeating them at home, as children like to do, they
bring the fundamental truths of religion to many a home which
could not otherwise be reached by the gospel. Then, with these
questions and answers, I would have the children learn somo of
Watts’ Divino songs. When a child has learned such songs as
these—

“There is a God that reigns above," &c.

“There is a law that He has writ,” &c.

“The a gospel of rich grace,” &c.

“There is an hour when T must die,” &ec.
he sings them at home, and the parents hear them and often-
times their hearts are touched. Another plan I would recom.
mend, is to teach the children the names of the Bible in order,
The Bible is a large book, and a little child does not know where
to find the books unless' with some assistance. A good way to fix
them in the memory of a child is to put them into verse, and to

» teach the child to sing them, thus. (Here Mr. Green sang the

following) :—

{Genosis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,

“Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges and Ruth §

“Samuel, Samuel, Kings, Kings and Chro icles,
“Chronicles, ¥zra, Nehemiah and Esther,”
By this plan the children would soon learn the names and order
of the books, and, would not, soon forget them. (Cheers).

The Doxology was then sung, and Rev. Mr. Taylor pro-
nounced the benediction.

A ———————c
SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION.

The Convention met in Knox Church at 7 o'clock. Rev. J.
R. Smith, pastor of the chureh, conducted the devotiopal
exereises.

The first subject taken up was—

ENCOURAGEMENT TO LABOUR IN TIE SABBATII
SCHOOL.

Rev. Dr. Warkrs, after explaining that through some mis-
take, another gentleman as well as himself had heen e
to speal on this subject, and that they had agreed fo divide i
between them, spoke as follows :—Wlhen 1 look around this mag_
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nificent audience, I consider it one encouragement of great
signiﬁcnnco. A few yeafy ago, I did not think we could have
obtained in Galt, or even jnToronto, such an audience as this to
listen to matters in relatign to the training of the young—not
because they simply wanrted to-hear what might be said; he
would be & vain man who would for a moment suppose that such
an audience as this assembled simply to hear what he might
have to say. But I regard it as a proof that the people take a
living interest in the training of dl(} young, and they wish to
cncourage those engaged in the work.  Then again I hold that
the very fact that we are doing this work—it being a work which
God has given us to do, and which Hoe has promised to bless—
is in itself an encouragement. What are we dealing with ? If
the reward of the workman is to be tested by the prociousness of
the material on which he labours, what shall be the reward of
those into whose hands (rod has placed immortal souls to train
for Him—imperishable jewels to be prepared for Tmmanuel’s
crown, there to be worn for ever and ever ?  And is it not cause
of oncouragement that we who arc engaged in the work of
training the young—superintendents and teachers, young men
and women, and those advanced in years,—for 1 want to see
them all in our Sabbath Schools—I say is it not cause of encour-
agement that we have been appointed to this work by Him who
said, “ Son, daughter, go work to-day in my vineyard,”—that we
have been taken out of the ranks of Christians by the Captain of
our Salvation, and made officers in Iis m-my,—(~ummisﬂionud to
train up immortal young souls for Him ? When a soldier is taken
out of the ranks he feels that he has been honoured.  What has'
God done for Sabbath School teachers and ministers of the
Gospel?  He has taken them out of the ranks of His people,
and given them their commission, their marching orders, to go
work for Him.  And when God gives such a command as/that to
any man, when Ho in Iis Providence makes it plain [to any
man that it is his work to teach the young, he does it at his
peril if he neglects that work or turns aside from it.  Surely it
is encouraging to reflect that it is Giod who gives us this work to
do. It is not the man that honours the work, but the work’ that
honours the man.  God has given us encouragement when He
asks us to do that work for Ilim.  Then again there is another
cencouraging aspeet of Sabbath School work. Tt is one of the
great missionary agencies of our time.  We are too mueh in the
labit of regarding the Sabbath School merely as an adjunet of
our congregational work. It is thaf, and a v ory valuable one ; but
the army of the Lord, the Churceh, must be continually recruit-
&4, and there is no agency or means for doing this so well as
Subbath School teaching.  And Christian Churches are waking
up L that fagt.  Our Christian friends in Toronto and other
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cities are planting mission schools in destitute  parts, and
these schools grow into mission churches. And our American
brethren could tell us of a great work done there through the
same i;{(‘”("\'.

Reve RO W, PearsoN—As the Secrotary uggested that |
should omit the preface, allow me to state by way of introduction
that the ohject of my attendance at {he Convention was not to
speak on this subject, but on behalf of (he thousand teachers of
Montreal 1o invite this Convention {0 that ity next year,
(Cheers). When | contemplate this magnificent gathering to-
night, when I eall o mind the words of thrilling eloquence that
have heen addressed 1o us, and (he marvellons arvay of facts
bearing upon Sabhath School work, I feel much in the position
ofone who came in contact with the great Teacher, and who
respond to the enquiry, “Who shall fied thix great multitude,”
by saying, < There is a lad here,” I feel inthat position to-
night. There is alad here whose objeet is to gather up the
fragments that nothing may be lost. And 1 venture {o assert
that whoever has essayed such o work, when the theme has
been Clivist and His progressive work, has found that that
miracle was but a foreshadowine of (ho history of tho truth in
every age and every clime.  Multitudes have fud upon His
precious word.  Nations have fixed their gaze upon His marvel-
lous Tove, and the testimony of sneeessive generations of workers
for Cheist hax been the same. | am reminded by this Conven-
tion and it name. that bt (he other day it seems my feet stood
upon afar different spot. | stood on (e spot then where the
saintly Hooper was horn, who was ol o the seaffold in vindjca-
tion of his faith and teath—where the marvellons Whitfield was
awakened to arouse (he shimbering Chureh. [ stood in the city
of Gloucester where Robert Raikes was born. And when the
question is pul—What are the encourazements (o labour in the
Sabbatl: School 7 1 point to the array of living facts,  When Sip
Christopher Wreen was asked what should he his monument, he
pointed to the noble St Paul's Cathedral, the result of his senius,
and said, < There is my monument,” | sy with the speaker
who preceded me, thal the presence of this large audience, and
the yreat, far-reaching intorests that are here represented, iy a
great encouragement.  If we find in (he history of illustrious
men that they were wont (o look up to the most perfect models
for inspiration and courage s if artistic genius has ever before it
the great works of art, may wé not gather encotnragement from
the fact that we have such a perfect model; such a sublime
teacher, even Jesus Christ, There have heen but two original
and originating men in the world’s history.  The sccond man
was the Lord from Heaven,  All (he rest of us, and the hest of
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us, are but bits of humanity, broken picces of the grand ideal.

Wo have the grand ideal as a model in all our offorts.  And may
we not, in our respective walks of life and spheres of thought,
draw inspiration and cencouragement from the thought that
Christ, our great model, has lived on ecarth, that He walked the
shores and trod the way, and breathed the air of our common
alobe.  And we have asource of inspiration and courage in the
law of glovification pertaining to our redeemed humanity. 1
would emphasize and proclaim as with trumpet voice, if I had it
in my power, the doctrine of justification by faith.  But running
through the epistles and the- gospels is this law of » rd—this
law that the well-doer shall be crowned, not only here with the
diadem of the divine favor resting upon him, but yonder there
shall be given him his veward. € As ye sow so shall ye reap,”—
not something else, but that intensifléd and multiplied. By this
principle—the Tove of veward—xso deep vooted in our nature, we
are inspived by the inspiration of Seripture to take courage.
Why art thow east down?  Lift up thine cyes and hehold the
crown that wwaits thee, that thou mayest lay it down at thy
Saviour's feet. - Weare also enconraged by the law of association
and of sympathy. What is the material upon which we work ?
Fvery young hieart that we gaze upon in our elasses is that upon
which me e be weitten <sing and then shall (ollow in inevitable
sequence, misery and hell; or there may be written upon it “good-
ness,and then shall follow just as inevitably, happiness and
heaven. s it thy ambition, young man, to write thy namo high
upon the niche of fame, Teharge thee by the name of the glorified
Jesus that thou write it not with the warrior's garment stained
in lood, nor upon perishable monuments, but write it upon the
tablots of vedecmed and disenthrealled humanity, T may not
trespiss upon your time but thus to draw out one or two
thoughts in conmection with this subject. 161 have nothing clse
to commend me, Le it my ready mmI»]l mee,

Mr. Maithand, by vequest; sang—¢ Your Mission.”

HOW BEST TO SECURE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
SABBATI SCIHOOLS IN DESTITUTI PARTS,
AND THE GATHERING IN OF THE
CHILDREN.

My, Steruen PaxsoN—I have u favor to ask of you, my
friends, nml that is that you will throw the mantle of charity
over my mistakes. T have only reccived a Sunday School educa-
tion, and that late in life, and I sometimes' make expressions
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that need the mantle of charity thrown over them. 1 will give
yousome suggestions in regard to the way we reach the noglect-
ed in the States, not wishing to dictate to you, but with the
intention that what I say may assist you in your glorious work
in Canada.  We depend a great deal now upon Convention work,
When we find a community without a Sunday School, we got up
a mass meeting there, and carry the matter before the people:
We invito all the people to come out and bring their children,
and then we get the Los( speakers we can find to make short
ﬂ})c(\ches«ﬁ!luun minute speeches as a general rule.  Some of
the mass meotings arc very large, thousands being there. In
fact we had at some of our Conventions to request the people not
to come out in such numbers, and sometimes we hold them away
from the railroad so that it would require somo effort to ot to
them.  This was not the case when wo first began to hold Con-
ventions, but the interest and enthusiasism in them have so
inereased that the people come out by thousands to attend them.
At some of them wheve I have been there were not less than five
thousand people. I like these Conventions.  They rub off secta-
rian prejudices, and make us love cach other hetter than we
otherwiso would.  We can all work together in this great cause.
But let mo tell you you must organize your townships.  We have
a Vice.President in every township, who is President of the town-
ship organization, and takes the management of the township. I
will tell you the importance of such a plan.  This Vico-Presidont
is appointed by the County Convention which is comprised of all
the religious denominations in the County, and therefore he is
regarded as having some authority to act for the whole body of

hristians, and not merely as a member of the denomination.
This Viee-President will select his officers, hold his meetings,
and send in his report to the County Convention.  The object is
to have a Sunday School established in every school-house. Let
me give you a little of my own experience in getting people to
work in this matter.  You will find a great many farmers care-
less about the education of their children. They perhaps have
not been educated themselves, and they do not feel the importance
of education.  Let me give you an incident in my own experienee
to illustrate this. 1 went (o a farmer once to gét his influence to
start a Sabbath School.  He was sitting by a peach-hasket cating
peaches. Says [, ¢ My, Allan, [ have come (o talk to you about
starting a Subbath School ; T want to get your influence.”  Says
he, “ Pmopposed to education ; T never had any, and T tell you
it just makes people worse.”  (Laughter). 1 told him it was
Sunday School education that I'meant; that we wanted (o feach
the children their obligations to their fellow man and their duty
to high heaven. < Well" he says, “where are you going to hold
your sehool 77T your school-house or chureh I % Not got
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any church.”  « Well, then in the school house.” “Who is going
to teach " “Well, Squire Watt is, and there are others going to
help him ?” BWhat will he charge ?” “Nothing!”  «“What!
Squire Watt charge nothing ?”  « No, nothing; now wont you
send your boys, sceing it won't cost you acent.” ¢« Well,” I don't
know about it.  I'tell you just what they'd do ; they'd wear out
their boots ; that's about all the good it would do them.” (Laugh-
ter). I told him they would be better in the Sunday School than
running around the country, and asked him how many children
he had fit to go to Sunday School—how many over five and
under twenty. Well, he counted them on his fingers, made a
mistake and went over them again, and finally called his wife.
Says he, “ This gentleman wants to know how many children
wo have got over rive and under twenty, and I cannot make it
out.” (Laughter). They counted them over together and made
out thirteen. I thought that a pretty good beginning for a
School itself.  While they were counting I looked over his clover
field, and saw some fine hogs.  Says 1, «Mr. Allan, how many
hogs have you?" 1o looked up at me and says, “Got 83, and
fine fat follows they are I" T said, “ You could tell me how many
hogs you have without consulting your wife, but you couldn’t
tell me how many children you have.  Where is the mind? Is
it on the hogs or the children ?” ys he, “Old hoss, you've
got me thix time.”  (Much laughter).  So you will often find
men who can tell you at onco how many thousand dollars they
have out at interest or how much railroad stock they have, but
when you talk to them about the religious instruction of their
children, they are deplorably ignorant. You have, as a first
step, to “turn the hearts of the parents to the children.” T had
the pleasure, recently, of meeting that old man again. With
tears streaming down his face he said to me, “Thank God for
your faithful words to me over the peach basket. Two of my
boys have, since thaty gone to heaven.”  That man now is one
of the best Sunday School teachers and most zealous Christians
in that community. (Cheers), Take the Sunday School, my
friends, into every neglected community.  (Cheers).

Mr. Van Buren, Chicago, was next infroduced. TIle re-
marked at the outset that though hailing from Chicago, he was
proud of heing able to address the aundience as fellow-citizens,
for he was a citizen of Canada, With regard to the organization
of Sabbath Schools throughout the country, he thonght that one
of the fivst requisites was o educate the people to feel an interest
in the work, and to appreciate it importance. — No large cnier-
prize succeeded until the people were: brought (o scee its neccs-
sity and importance. A few words as to the work with which
he was conneeted would perhaps be more aceeptable than a set
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speech, They had many difticultics to encounter in organizing
schools in destitute parts.  They had in some instances found
the people opposed to the schools, simply because they were in
total ignorance of its nature and cffects. At one meeting he had
held to organize a school, he put it to a vote whether they
wanted a school or not, and invited an ¢ cpression of opinion,
One man got up, and after (elling the audience that he was 4
“means” Baptist and in favor of using the means, said that if
they started the Sunday School, they would have (o employ
teachers; these teachers would have (o be paid, and to raise the
money the county would have (o he taxed, and that, he said,
would bring about another war (Laughter). They organized
the school, however, and a very suceessful one it w e con-
cluded by pointing out the great vesults that were hrought
about by the training of the young, and consequently  the
immense importance of givine them a proper training.

Hymn— Battling for the Lovd.”

TIE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SABBATI SCHOOLS.

Revo L Ciay Tresmunn—Mr. President and members of
the Convention, | certainly appear at this time of the evening
at adisadvantage, (after sl ring with you the pleasure of listen-
ing o such cloquent, instruetive and inspiriting addresses as we
have had to-night), to make a formal presentation to practical
Sabbath School workers of the origin and authorization of the
institution or ageney, in the intercst of which you have here
assembled. Tundertake the task in the firm beliof that in thus
presenting to you the underlying truth coneerning the origin
and authorization of the Sabbath School, 1 aid you more than 1
could do in any other way. It T can show you from the word of
God, and the history of the church, that in the plan and provi-
dence of God the Sabbath School is not an outside and irregular
agency, that it is not separate and distinet from the chu h, but
that itis as much a part of the gospel plan as the family or the
pulpit, shall Inot be doing the Sabbath Sehool CUUNG SOME Ker-
vice?  As Lread the word of God with the light thrown on this
institution by the history of the Jewish and Christian Church, T
find that God, in His sovercign will, ordained three church agen-
cies for the performance of iy work on carth, that these
three agencios are the nily, the school and the pulpit, and
that they were established in the order in which I have named
them, and have now equal validity as God’s ostablished institu-
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tions. Neither of them can claim a right over the other two.
The three together are comprehended within the chareh as a
whole.  First 1 find the family was formed.  The husband and
wife were made one, and commanded to multiply and replenish
the carth, and this; as God declared, that he might seck a godly
seed.  For nearly seventeen centuries the family, pure and sim-
ple, had the rexponsibility of the training of the vace,  How did
the family perform that work Was God satisfied  with
the results of family training alone? Under mere family sway
the children of men became so corrupt that, in the linguage
which God chose to employ, it repented the Lord that e had
made man upon the carth,” and He swept away the race, save o
single fumily to bridge over the chasm of destruction. This made,
as it were, anew beginning for the race—not in Noah, who was
inone sense of that corrupt stock, but in Abraham. Of Abraham
God said that < all the nations of the carth shall be blessed in
him, for T know that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord to
do justice and judgment.”  Let it be horne in mind that this was
before Abraham had any childeen. While as yvet he had no
child, either by wite or concubine, it is recorded of Abeaham that
he
dred and cighteen in number; to go to the rescue of his nephew
Lot. The Hebrew word translated < aained ™ is rendered in the
margin Cinstroeted ™ and by some commentators more properly
“eatechized” Mathew Henry explains it as trained, catechised
servants, not only in the art of war hutin the principles of reli-
gion as wello Other commentators are hardly less explicit on
this point.  Abraham had under his care upwards of three hun-
dred persons. They must have made a school of very respecta-
ble numbers, and could noChe counted as simply asingle family,
So that we see the dustitution of the Sabhath School was not
founded by Robert Raikes, but hy Abraham Abraham, The insti
tution thus founded was never afterwards wholly lost sight of in
the world, The family was by this infusion of supplementary
church ageney, deprived of none of its dutics,  This institution
for the training of the young, includes three elements,  First,
chureh care of the young; sceond, hible study ; third, teaching
by form of question and answer.  Of course only the germ of the
school agency was shown at first.  First, chureh care of the
young ; Abraham was to bring the children under chureh over-
sight. The children occupied a prominent place in the passover
feast and in other feasts.  The Sabbath School was a church
school, not a mission school. - We see all through Jewish church
history indications of public religions instruction of the young.
In the solemn assemblies of the Jewish chureh the doctors were
not only enjoined o attend, but the children also that they

Sarmed hisoteained servants, born ine his honse, three hun
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might have church oversight and care.  And when our Saviour
was on earth He fully commended this church care of children,
and frequently gave them the foremost place.  In His public
discourses e insisted that the children should never be kopt
aloof ; and when the seribes rebuked the children for singing
hosannahs in the temple, He not only commended the youthful
choir, but reminded the seribes that it was written in their law
that such worship wus acceptable (o God—¢Have you never
read, out of the mouth of babes and sucklings He hath perfected
praise 2 The trath of Jesus Christ is the sane yesterday, to-day
and forever. From the days of Abraham the ¢hupeh school has
been a definitely ordained ageney for the traintng of children in
addition toall that the family can do for them in the household.
Then comes the second element of religious culture—the study
of the bible, not by the children alone, but by young and old
together.  In the solemmn assemblies of the children of Tsracl the
study of the law—of God's word—was an essential part of their
duties. “Thow shalt teach Jacob thy statutes, and Iseacl thy
Taw,” said Moses. In the cighth chapter of Nehemiah there is
deseription offa gathering for bible study which resembles more
nearly a New York or Chicago Sunday School than any other
modern sanctuary service. Nehemial is the prineipal teacher,
and he has assistant teachers; and they taught the law to the

regation hoth men and women and all that could hear with
understanding.”  Fzra the seribe stood upon a pulpit of wood—
the only time the word pulpitis nsed in our translation.  This
is evidently the Superintendent’s desk. After the proper exer-
cises, to which all the people answered amen, the lesson of the
day was taken up —cevidently it was a uniform lesson. The
Superintendent read in the book, and caused the teachers to ex-
plain the lesson—“they gave the sense and caused the people to
understand the reading.”  The school was continued the entire
forenoon, not crowded in botween the regular services.—
The Talmud informs us that in their great towns the Jows
had a Synagogue, Divinity or Bible school, or Sabbath School.
This Divinity school was helduafter the synagogue services, and
it came to be a proverb—< from the Synagogue to the Divinity
school,” or in modern parlance, from the church to the Sabbath
School—from the synagogue services or morning worship to the
afternoon services for Bible study. Tt was probably in" one of
these Bible schools in the temple that our Lord at twelve years
of age was found by his parents, listening to the teaching of the
doctors and asking them questions. 1t was there. He would
have it understood, He was about Ilis Father's business. There
was no outside work in that. The third mission of the institu-
tional church school was teaching by form of question and
answer.  This practice was common before the origin of the
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pulpit, as we understand the term. T have already shown that
there 1s reason to suppose that Abraham trained Lis houschold
by catechising.  Again, the injunction of Solomon, “ Train up a
child in the way he should go,” is rendered in the margin,
« Catechise a child in the way he should go,"—the verh being of
the same root as that employed in Abraham’s case.  Under the
new dispensation teaching is quite distinet from preaching.
@ Jesus went about all Galilee teaching in their synagogues and
]rru:u‘hing the gospel.””  Again, ¢ e went about all the cities
and villages teaching and preaching.”  That ix, probably, e
taught in their Divinity or Sabbath Schools in the afternoon and
]rl'\':li‘hwl at their morning services. 1t is recorded of Peter and
the other Apostles, that * duily in the court of the temple and in
their housesy they ceased not o teach and to preach Jesus
Christ.”  Soin many other instances. — Does any one seriously
suppose that the repeated mention of teaching and preaching in
the Holy Seriptues iy mero verbiag 1 not, then there was a
section in the Jewish and Apostolic church  which was not
preaching. Then, the great commission of Christ to His follow-
oL presc ibes the duty not only of® “ preaching, the gospel to
cevery creature,” but also of *“teaching all things whatsoever I
have commanded.”  Alford is of opinion that this word teaching
in the original carries with it the idea of question and answer.
Our word < echo,” with its answer-back idea, ix derived from the
same root.  All our knowledge of Jewish religious instruction
goes 1o show that the Bible school teaching oxercises were
Jargely catechetical. Besides we know from the constitution of
the human mind that in order to learn anything thoroughly,
some such mental activity on the part of the learner as is secured
in answering questions ix required.  The univeral testimony of
teachers and mental philosophers is to that effect.  How much
would any of you give for a school where questions were never
asked, but whero there were nothing but lectures 2 How many
lectures  would  teach a child  a  practical  knowledge
of the Rule of Three. Mr.  Trumbull  proceeded to
cite extracts from the writings of cminent men, bearing
testimony to the importance of the cathechetical mode of
instruction.  This mode of instruction which is best suited to
the mind of man, God provided when in the days of Abraham he
established the church school with its threefold work, of church
oversight of tho children, Bible study by old and young toge-
ther, and teaching by form of question and answer. So the
family and the school were founded. Then, in the fulness of
time, came the pulpit. The work of the prophets was not
preaching as we understand that term. They came as envoys
extraordinary on special messages from the court of heaven.
The pulpit, as a church agency, does a work which neither the
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family nor the school can perform But they were all estab-
lished by God, and none of them are to be lost sight of.  This
being so, the Sabbath School must stand approved as represent-
ing a God-ordained agency of equal validity with the pulpit and
the family.  All then, are appointed of God to do Tis work
upon carth.  What, therefore, God has joined together, let not
man put asunder. Let me point out a few of the practical
lessons growing out ol this view of the subject. The superin-
tendent should he recognized as a chureh officer, under the
pastor, having cha ofa portion of the chureh’s work—the
Sabbath School—under ehinreh supervision. The pastor, skilled
in the Scriptures, should intelligently instract the teachers and
guide them in their work In connection with this sense of
church rexponsibility for what is tanght in the Sabbath Sehool,
T would add that the teaching of the school should interest the
whole church membershipoas well as be under the oversight and
ceneral divection of the minister, There can be no teaching of
that which is not learned. Those who would be teachers must
he still Tearners—learners not merely under pulpit preaching,
but in the chureh sehoolss There are multitudes of professed
disciples of Christ who have learned nothing ol God's trath since

they believed that then sins were forgiven. The chureh school
should have all needed tinme in the arvancement of the Lord's
day seevices. T should e considered o part of the regular

servieés of the chureh, wnd the chureh has no more right to
thrwdt the school aside for pulpit preaching, than it has o over
ride the family. A tuir place helongs to it by God's plan, and it
is in definnee of God's ordinunce if the chureh takes that part of
the Lord's duy which should be given to the sehool for pulpit
preaching (o passive listencrs. Then again, if the school is g
part of the chureh, it should have aproper place (o meet in—it
should not be thrast into the hasement of the chureh, nor in the
gallery. Tt should have a portion of the ehurel building fitly
designed, and properly furnished, for the purposes of the sehool
It should he supplicd with all the appliances for suceessful
teaching which the resources of the ehureh can furnish.  When

the Sunday School is fairly recognized asx the loved child of

the churely, no more a servant but a son, and if a son then an
heir, watched over, sympathized with, provided for by the
ly:u-um, there will e no longer any confliet between the mem-
ers of the household of faith.  Taving reccived the adoption
of sons, the school will ery out to the chureh, “My father, do
thou be the guide of my youth.”  Iarmony of action will give
increased interest and activity in the work of the chureh,  The
family, the school and the pulpit will operate together for the
veclaiming of sinners, for the work of the ministry, for the building
up of the faith. Thoe church of which these three agencies are
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members, will then grow up into ITim in all things, which is
the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, fitly joined
together and compacted, by that which every joint supplieth,
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part,
maketh inerease of the body unto the edifying of itself in- love.”
(Cheers).

Rev. Mr, Marvina—Allow me to submit a motion, sug-
gested by many of the brethren.  Wo have heard this lecture
with very deep interest [ believe that brother Trambull, from
want of time, has omitied some very material and cqually inter-
esting portions of it. Tt it would not he infringing upon inter-
national copyright, he would confer w very great favor upon us
if, either in pamphlet form or embodied in-onr Report, he would
consent o the publication of his very excellent address. Tis
one that deserves and requires study. Although theve are some
parts of it that T might be disposed to difler from, yet even the-e
parts are so suggestive and there is so much that I heartily
agree with, that | feel convineed M. Trambull would confer
ll&ul'(‘:ﬂ favor upon the Sabbath School workers of Canada, by
the publication of the whole of'it. T'move that we make that
application to him

The motion was carried unanimously. by

M, Trespuns said he would he very happy to put the
address at the disposal of the: Convention it he conld do so.  Ie
would be able to give the Convention an answer in a fow days.

Hymun—<Tho realms of the blest.”

PLACE AND TIME OF NEXT CONVENTION,

Rev. Mr. Brigas, from the Business Committee, reported
that invitations had heen received from Montreal; Hamilton and
London, to hold the Convention there next year, and that the
Committee recommend that London he selected. The following
is the invitation sent in from the delegates from London :—

To the Seeretary of the Provincial Sabbath School Convention, now
assembled :—

Dear Sir,—Iis the carnest desive of the delegntes repre-
senting London schools, that the Convention of the Sabbath
Sehool Association of Canada be held in London, Ont,, next yeuar

0
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(1871).  We pledgo the hospitality of the Christians there, ang

give an earnest invitation for Sabbath School wotkers to com,

Come one and all.  We need your help.
Jonn M. Denron,
ALFRED RowLAND,
Joun Bisiop,
CHARLES PrATT,

Gralt, October 12, 1870,

Rev. Dr. Warers moved that the recommendation of the
Committee be adopted.

Mr. BEaDLE scconded the motion.

Rev. J. MeKinnicay moved in amendment that the next
Convention be held in Montreal, The Association was one for
both Provinces, and he thought the Lower Provinee ought to
have the Convention once in a while.

Rev. R. W. PrarsoN seconded the amendment. If they
did not get the Convention next year, he hoped at any rate they
would have it the year after,

Mr. Nixon thought it was time the Convention was held in
the Province of Quebec, seeing that the Association covered
both Provinees.

Rev. Mr. Pearson explained that the Sunday School Union
in Montreal—a body composed of all denominations—had care.
fully considered the subject of inviting the Convention and
providing ample accommodation.  The invitation had come from
the whole body of teachers, and as to accommodation there wag
virtually no limit to it.

Mr. D. McLean advocated going to London, as he believed
the general cause of Subbath Schools would be better advanced
than by going to Montreal.

Mr. J. M. Denron said all the Sabbath School workers in
and around Londou were expecting the Convention, and were
prepared for it.  They wanted to have not merely one delegate
from each Sunday School, but all those interested in the work
who might choose to come. Mo believed a thousand people
could be accommodated in London.

Rev. Mr. MiLLarD said that as this was the Sabbath School
Association of Canada, of course a city like Montreal was onti-
tled to have the Convention sometimes. But during the year
the Executive Committeo had received a request from London
to bold the Convention there noxt year, and they had partly
promised to accede to the request, subject of course to the deci-
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gion of the Convention.  He would say, let London have the
(onvention this year, and let us remember that Montreal has its
claim in for next year. .

Mr. McLEaN, Galt, remarked that last year at Belleville,
London requested the Convention, but agreed to waive her
claim, ]:ru\'idul the delegates from Galt would support the pro-
position to go to London the next year, Therefore he would
Jike to see the Convention go to London next year, and besides
that, London had never yet had the Provincial Convention,
while Montreal had, and he was convinced all piiies would
agree o go there in 1872,

Rev. Mr. Curistopnerson supported the proposition to go
to Montreal, because it would be a great assistance (o the
Protestant. Sabbath Schools of that city, that had much to con-
tend against in the midst of a large Roman Catholic population.
London, it was true, had not had the Provineial Convention vet,
but it had been near there three times, viz: in Toronto, St.
Catharines, and now in Galt. Montreal, he thought, should have
the Convention this year, and London the next.

Rev. Mr. Maruina reminded the Convention of the dilemma
they were in when the Convention met in Toronto. The Con-
vention actually went a begging for months for a place, till
finally the peoplo of St. Catharines, in charity, sent an invitation,
In order to avoid any such difficulty this year, the members of
the Executive Committeo when they were present at the Middle-
sex Convention, gavo the London people, in response to theiv re-
quest for the Convention, to understand that they should have it,
though of course the Convention could decide otherwise. No
doubt there were many other towns, ranking with Galt, that
would be prepared to send in an invitation, and it was an cn-
couraging evidence of the growing interest that was taken in the
work of the Association to find so many places anxious to have
the Convention. It should be remembered that Montreal had a
very excollent local organization, which held frequent Institutes,
conducted by men like Mr. Pardee, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Vincent and
others ; so that Montreal would not sutfer so much by having to
wait another year, as London would that had never had the
Convention.

The motion to adopt the recommendation of the Committoo
40 go to London, was then put and carried.

The next question taken up was the time of holding the
next Convention.

Hon. BiLra Frinr suggested that some other month than
October would be pruf‘m'ublc, ag”in that month the law Courts
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wore in session, and Agricultural Associations held their meet
ings, thus keeping very many away who would like to come
the Convention.  The month of June, ho thought, would be pre.
ferable to October.

Mr. Tios. Nixon moved that the Convention meet on th
second Tuesday in September.

The President suggosted that this matter be veferred to the
Business Committee, to veport to-morrow 5 and on motion of ey
Mr. Nichol, this suggestion was adopted.

The session then closed with the usual services.

THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION.

The usual devotional excrcises were condueted by Rev, The

Alexander, of Perey.
UNITFORM LESSONS

Rev. Anrren Tavior opened the discugsion on the subjed
1o explained at the outset that in speaking of Uniform Lesso
he did not mean uniform lessons\in- County, Provinee or Doni
nion, but in each xchool,  We haveall had more or less exper
ence cither in uniformity or non-uniformity of lessons in ow
schools. May T suggest that in the three minute speeches tha
are to follow, you give us your experieneo of the system yo
may have followed. 1 you have had different Tessons i i
differont elasses of your school, let us hear from you whetherof
not you have found that plan profitable. In the fow minute
which T am to occupy, Twish to speak on asubject which is inti
mately connected with uniformity of lessons, and that is
study of the lesson by the teachers. 1 have already discuss
the subject of teachers” meetings 5 but Twish now to add a sug
gestion respecting them.  When shall we hold theso teachen|
meetings for the study of the fesson? With us, and I suppose |
is the same with you, every evening is precions. Why our miy
isters spend some ten minutes or so every Sunday alter servie
in reading notices of mectings to be held during the weele. Som
little time ago T oceupied a pulpit for asick brother, and he se
me a sheet of foolseap elosely written on both sides, filled wil
notices to read to the congregation.  (Langhter) T would likf
to seo that practice entively abolished.  Precious time mightl
gaved il large blackboard was placed in the "wlilmlu, and uf
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{he announcements chalked out on it, so that the whole congre-
gatipn could read them as they went in or out of the church.
Whitt with: your Wednesday evening lggture, and your Friday
evening prayer meeting, and the other meetings connected with
the chureh, it is difficult to get a spare evening for the study of
the lesson.  Now, let me give you my experience by way of
fuggestion.  We had a lecture and prayer meeting in each
week.  Both were very dull, very unprofitable, very cold and
very poorly attended.  So 1 cameo to the conclusion’ that the
pest thing 1 could do was to combine these meetings, and
call it @ lecture and study meetfg. At first I did not tell the
p\\up!o that the subject of the lecture and study would be' the
same portion of seripture as the Sabbath School lesson of the
next Sabbath.  But it was, and we studicd it with the help of
maps, charts and a blackboard.  The exercises were half lecture
and half study, and not too much exhortation. So we got the idea
of uniform lessons, not only for the children but for the fathers
and mothers also. The result was that before long such an in-
terest was taken in the meeting that crowds eame out to it, and
we had to hold it in the church instead of the lecture room. 1
throw out this suggestion of introducing the subject of the Sun-
day School lesson into the weekly lecture for the consideration
of “pastors. 'Lhey have to select some passage of seripture for
their lecture ; why not take the subject of the Sunday Tesson, and
thus have the mind of the whole congegation, young and old,
centered on-the same passages of seripture, and the same reli-
gious truth. Tt would be well, T think, if our pastors were to
have lexss of pulpit exercises, less of mere harangue in their
weekly lecture meetings, and more of conversational study,
drawing out the opinions and thoughts of the members of the
chureh.  Truth strikes different minds in different ways, and by
the interchange of thought and opinion in this way, both pastor
and people are mutually benefitted and assisted i the study of
the word of God. Tt would be found profitable too to bring the
same subject into family worship—to have all the family, old
and young, and the servants too—for T was pleased with the re-
marks of Miss McPherson yesterday about bringing the gospel
to our servants—gathered around the family altar, with their
minds directed to the subject of the next Sabbath's lesson. Now,
you have your whole church engaged on the one lesson.  What
shall I preach about next Sunday ? Perhaps the very lesson you
have been studying during the week may suggest as good a sub-
ject as any other in the word of God. We read, « then they that
feared the Lord spake often one to another.””  May not Christians
in their social intercourse with one another, have the same sub-
ject before their minds.  Thus we shall gt fresh light upon the
word of God by baving the same passage of scripture considered
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in the infant class, the intermediato class, the Bible class, thy
pulpit, the prayer meeting, by ‘the fireside and  in social intey.
courso.  AlV this of course can only be done by lm\'ing unifop.
mity of leSsons.  (Cheers.)

Hp"mn—“ Jesus the water of life will g

Rev. W. MiLLarn remarked that it was important that the
Supm"inlumlmlt should briefly address the school before the close,
and this could not be done with much profit, unless the lessong
were uniform.

Rev. Dr. Wisow, Beeehyille, said ho had tried both plans,
and could “testify from experience to the superiority of' the
uniform system. It was well know nthat the more minds you
could get concentrated upon any subject the more you can makg
out of it, and thisy law could only be taken advantage of unde
the plan of uniform lessons.

Rev. Jonn MeKinnieay remarked upon  the importance of
Sabbath School teachers being in sympithy with cach other,
helping one another in the study of the Tesson and praying with
and for ono another.  When different lessons were taught, this
sympathy was in a great measure wanting, and his own expe-
rience taught him that in many cases this was the cause of the
decay and failure of schools,

Mr. Tromas Nixon gave his experience in favor of uniform
lessons. e had found that when a teacher took a differont
lesson from the rest of he school, he seemed to be cut off from
the sehool, and there was not that unison and sympathy so
important to the successtul working of the school.

Mr. 8. PaxsoN mentioned an instance that had como under
his own observation, in which the system of having different
lessons was abandoned and the uniform system adopted, and the
result was a great improvement in - the School,  The difference
should not be in the lesson, bt in the teacher—in his mode of
conveying the truth to the mind of his scholars, and adapting it
to their knowledge and capacity.

Reve W W, Suirn veferred to two points in favor of the
uniform system.  First—Teachers of limited knowledgo and
experionce could learn from (hose better qualitied, and thus be
better prepared for their duties, They could not have this
advantago where cach teacher had a separate lesson, because
the teachers: could not in that case mecet together to study the
lesson.  The second point was that, under the uniform system,
tho teachers might have the benefit of (he many helps which
were now provided for the study of the lesson,
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Mr. J. K. Bennerr, Long Island, N. Y., would like to hear
more from Superintendents respecting the practical working of
the two Gystems in their schools. He had been a superinten-
dent for about twelve years. At first they never thought of
such a thing a8 uniform lessons, and of course had no teachers’
meetings.  After attending a few Conventions they “got woke
up a Jittle, and began to hold teachers” meotings, but they failed
pecafise all the teachers having different lessons, there was not
enouggh of interest in the meetings to insure a proper attendance.
Lately they had introduced the plan of uniform leszons, and
their teachers’ meetings were revived, and were carried on with
intercst and benefit to all the teachers.

Rev. J. A, Livivasrone, Brantford, said there was an
objection to uniform lessons, and that was that there were some
parts of the Seripture, as Paul says, “hard to be understood,”
and could only be understood by adults,  As a good mother
gives milk to tho children, gruel to the sick, and keeps the
;lrnn;_: meat for the grown up members of the family, so we
ghould give the strong meat of the Word to the adults and the
milk to the young children—choosing those portions which are
adapted to cach individual class. I due season the .\Wmng
children would come to study the more difficult parts.

Mr. Paxson—The children can eat of the broth that the
strong meat is boiled in.  (Cheers).

Rov. Dr. Wargrs said the tone of some of the remarks
would lead one to suppose that the teaching of the pulpit was
not Bible class teaching.  But the very object of the pulpit was
to expound Bible truths to the congregation.  With regard to
wniform lessons, ever since he had been connected with Sabbath
Schools in Canada, they had used uniform lessons, having adopt-
ed the Edinburgh series; which was used in a large number of
Sunday Schools in connection with the church to which he
belonged. He was tolerably well acquainted with the scheme
published in Chicago, and though it was famous for advertising
itsolf, he could say it was founded on the Bible and was a good
one. In his own Sabbath School the teachers held regular
meetings, and discussed the subject of the lesson. They had a
blackboard, and mnoted down on it the points as they were
brought out of the lesson, and the meetings had proved very
interesting and instructive.

Rev. Mr. MaRLING hoped to have heard something from Mr.
Taylor in relation to, not merely uniform lessons in each school,
but in all the schools of the country.  He knew there was a
very strong endeavor on the other side to have a national series
of lessons, which all the various Sunday School publications,
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denominational or otherwise, would adopt, each school or chureh
using its own system of notes and helps, but all studying the
same portion of the Word of God. e did not know whether op
not they could attain to’that in Canada, but the discussion of i
might prove profitable, and perhaps the Convention might seo
its way to take some steps in the matter.

Rov. J. Srrarru said his experience was in favor of uniform
lessons, and he was convineed that by proper study on the part,
of the teachers, the same portion of Seripture could be adapted to
infant classes as well as adults.

Rev. Dr. Tuornrton hore similar testimony from hig
experience, )

Mr. R MeLigan said the plan his school followed was o
hold a weekly mecting of the teachers, which was something in
the form of & model school, one of the number teaching, and the
others taking the part of scholars. Then after this was done, cach
teacher was requested 1o eriticise the mode of teaching, and in
thix way the teachers improved their mode of teaching, besidoy
becoming thoroughly informed on the lesson.

Rev. Mr. Nienon spoke fadbrably - of the system of
lessons published in Chicago, and would like to sce (he Con-
vention take rome steps towards considering the adoption of the
national series of lessons which there was reason to hope would
be adopted in the United States in 1872,

Mr. J. M. DENTON was of opinion that, a knowledge of the
lesson and of how to teach it was of more importance than
uniform lessons. e thought a good plan would be to let the
superintendent and teachers agree upon & course of lessons, say,
once a quarter, and have it printed on cards and distributed
through the school. By this plan the lessons could be chosen
which were most adapted to both the scholars and the teachers,
and he believed it would prove more profitable than the adoption
of a series of lessons in whose selection they had nothing to do.

Mr. Reab also approved of the lesson being selected by the
pastor, superintendent and teachers, and in that case the pastor
might often find it profitable to take up the subject of the lesson
at his weekly lecture and prayer meetings. e also urged the
desirability of every teacher using his own Bible and not having
to depend upon borrowing after he camo to the school,

Dr. Hermer remarked that in his school they had their
series of lessons printed on cards, and one of them given to each
scholar and cach teacher. He hoped to sce the day when tho
same series of lessons would be used throughout the United
States and Canada, so that wherever he went le would know
what lesson would be taken up.
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Rov. Mr. AnprEws, Woodstock, spoke of a recent visit ho
had paid to Detroit, and from what he saw of the working of
the uniform system, he was convinced of its superiority.

This closed the discussion:

Hymn—¢ What shall the harvest be ?" was then sung.

SABBATH SCIHOOL ACCOMMODATION AND OUTFIT.

Rev. Avrrep Tavior—In the few minutes allotted to me
to speak on this subject, let me- first say, don’t put your Sunday
Sehool in the basement of your church il you can help it. It is
a pity to put living children under ground. 1 have seen a great
many Sunday Schools, connected with churches that are wealthy
and “respectable, held in unventilated bhasements, where the
atmosphore is rendered impure by being continually breathed
over and over again. I tell you children require just as much
living room as adults.  Their lungs are not as large, but they
work faster. By all means have a well-ventiiated room for the
Sunday School, particularly for the infant classes.  With regard
to Sunday School accommodation, it is very important; but I
may mention that one of the best schools T ever waw, was held
in an old railroad car.  The word of God was faithfully taught
there ; but all our school houses should not be formed after that
model.  We want the very best accommodation we can get.
That was just what these people who met in the railvoad car had;
but by-and-by they got able to have something better, and now
they have a fine country church. Tt is not necessary to go into

Fextravagance in fitting up a school-room in the shape of stained

glass, pictures of the apostles and martyrs, frescoed walls or
carpeted floors; but a little tasteful ornament is very well, and
a few appropriate mottoes around the room are not only beauti-
ful, but serve a good purpose. Do not make too much of any
helps, but use them moderately.  We sometimes find some of
our good brethren mourning over the innovations in the Sab-
bath School; but & comparison with the condition of Sabbath
Schools a number of years ago, will show that these innovations,
as they ave called, have been for good.  For instance, a few days
ago, in New York, I was looking over alittle catechism pub-
lished in Philadelphia in 1832, What first strack me was the
cut on the outside. Tt looked as if it had been executed upon
cork, and I am sure the artist who did it could not find employ-
ment now at any price. I speak of this, because it is a repre-
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sontative picture.  Millions of these catechisms have been
ciroulated and are yot. I got my copy out of the hands of one
of my Sunday School children. ~ There was a picture of a very
stiff, rigid-looking Sunday School teacher, with a massive head
bending over a high stock that must have cut his ears.  Before
him stood two or three boys, holding their hands in the most
painful position; hehind him is a row of uncomfortable-looking
benches, with several boys sitting on them, dressed in most
singular-looking clothes; and off in one corner was an institu.
tion which, I thank God, no longer exists in our schools—the
dunce’s stool with a boy standing on it and wearing the dunce's
cap. That was a reprosentative picture upon a represontative
book. Is that a representative of the Sunday School of to-day ?
I thank God itisnot.  We are a little ahead of that. 1 thank
God, brethren, for what was done thirty years ago for sound
teaching and theological training, but in some things we are a
little ahoad now. — We have improved in our Sunday School
pictures, in our Sunday School furniture, in having banishod
tho dunce’s stool and the duncc cap, and the disgrace of a
system which places a boy, because ho has failed in his lesson,
in a position where cvery one ean point the finger of scorn at
him.  But, blessed be God, thero was the same grand truth in
the inside of that catechism which we teach to-day, and which
will be taught to the end of time.  But our means of teaching
aro better than they were then; and it is the duty of teachors
to make use of cvery means they can get.  Just as the farmer
of to-day, with his mower and reaper, would not go back to the
rude implements of former days, nor the railway man, with his
steol rails and rain thundering over them at 40 miles an hour,
to the old rail which the conductor in difficult places used to
have to hold down with his fingers while the train passed over ;
80 in our greater and hetter work, we should not lose sight of
modern improvements, but should supply our children with the
best school rooms and the best appliances wo can procure.  Let
us have the bost singing, the hest books, the best papers and the best
superintendents we can get. Do not have a superintendent who
will act towards the school as a policeman, but a kind, courtcous,
Christian gentleman.  Let us have toachers imbued with the
the spirit of sanctificd enterprise, and energy, and progress.
Then, in the name and by tho strength of God, we shall do
something for Ilis glory. ~ (Cheers).

Rev. 1. CLay TrumsuLL—The first Sabbath School where
Tever really learned anything; that in which I commenced to
work for my Master, was in a garrot. It was a mission Sabbath
School, down by tho banks of the river in the worst quarter of

my own city of Hartford. The children were gathered from
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garrots and cellars and the streots, and a very“delightful Sabbath
Sehool wo had in that old garret—delightful not only to the
teachers, but to the children themeelves. So much so that I
very woll remember a boy one day threw up the window and
cried out, “Jimmy, come up here; you'll get more fun in this
room than anywhere else for a quarter.”  Not fun in any im-
proper sense, but real enjoyment; and he wanted to tell others
to come and get ashave of it. - So T hope you will not wait till
you have first-class room accommodation before you arve doing a
blessed work for the Master. It is our duty as well as our
privilege to provide the very best accommodation for the chil-
dren that we can, but let us not give undue prominence to the
advantages of good accommodation and ontfit of pictures and all
similar helps. The children’s room ought to be the most delight-
ful place in the whole sanctuary. Tt ought to be adapted to the
special serviees to be held there. In the first place, as has been
remarked, the seats should he wo arranged that the teacher would
be equally distant from all the children, so that all could hear
what he had to say, and he would not be obliged to speak to one
at a time, the others meanwhile having nothing to do.  The
interost cannot be kept up in a class under these conditions.  In
some schools thoy have the seats arranged in tho form of three
sides of o square; so that the children could be seated around the
teacher.  Then again the room should bo made as attractive as
possible by placing on the walls appropriate mottoes and pie-
tures and by other means, so that tho childeen will always have
leasant associations in their memories connected with the Sab-
ath School. One instance oceurs to my mind of & good man in
Philadelphia, who commenced a school there in a private house
with ten children.  Week by week his school increased, and
lately he has built a fine schoolhouse, and he has an averago
attendance now of 1550, There are three rooms above and
below on each side; and one on each side of the platform for the
infant classes; which make with the central room fifteen in all.
And they can all be thrown into one, xo that all the c¢hildren can
be within range of the eye and car of the superintendent.  Then
there is a gallery at one end for spectators, who are not alowed
to come into the school-room.  The rooms have all the modern
improvements, and what is far better, the truth iy tanght thero
in its purity as it was in tho garret where the school was first
held.

Dr. HeLMER said the question often came up how were seats
for 20 or 30 children to be arranged so that they would all be
cqually distant from tho teacher. In his school he had taken
out all the original seats, and reseated it with chairs, and to
provent a noise being made by moving the chairs, ho had rubbers
placed on the foet, and had found the plan to work admirably.
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The chairs could be easily arranged in order around the teacher
according to the number of scholars in the class, and they could
with equal ease bo arranged for a lecture or other meeting.  He
had found, too, that this was the cheapest mode of seating the
school-room.

A Delegate asked Mr. Taylor to give them some information
respecting the special outfit of infant class rooms.

Rov. Mr, Tavror suid the infant class should have a room
to themselves, because their exercises were so different from the
rest of the school that to have them in the same room would
create confusion. 1t was the general plan to have raised scats
80 that the children can sit on one scat, with their feet on the
one below them.  In carrying out this plan, care should be
taken to have the room well ventilated, else the children in the
upper and back scats would have to breathe impure air. e
would givly cach child as much sitting room, (say 15 inches) as
the older children,  Let the teacher take his place at the foot of
the steps, and it possiBle, have the steps in asemi-civenlar form,
50 that none of the children will be too far away from the
teacher,  Then a blackboard was very useful in an infant cluss
room, and he would repeat, let it be the best ventilated and
most cheerful voow in the whole building.

Rev. J. McKiLrican—Ilow would you do when there was only
one building in which to hold the school, and that the church, and
some very good conscientious people have seruples against hymus being
sung in the church ?

Rev. Mr. TayLor—Do as you would do if you were driving, and
one wheel came off. Tt is a very good thing to have four wheels, but
I have scen progress made with three wheels and a il (Laughter),
1 was on a steamship once when one of the engines broke down, and
we made the remainder of the passage with one engine and one wheel,
If you cannot get along smoothly, you must just get along the best
way you can. j

7Y /
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SUGG’ﬁSTIUNS RESPECTING NEXT YEAR'S
CONVENTION.

Rev. Mr. MARLING, at the request of the Executive Committee,
asked for suggestions respecting next year's Convention. The prepa-
rations for the Convention were necessarily confined to a small number,
and the Committee were desirous of learning the views of this meeting
which would be cousidered when they were arranging the programme
for next meeting.




93

Dr. Waters said it had struck him ll:nt, to a very large extent,
the work of opening up the subjects and dealing with them had not
been in the huands of our own men. e did not mean to say this was
the fault of the Committee.  No doubt when Conventions were first
held, it was necessary to depend very largely upon help from the other
side of the lines; but he thought the time had now come when they
could walk .llnn«' Iis Ameriean frie nds, he was sure, would not
misunderstand him. e would be always glad to see as many of them at
our Conventions as could possibly come, and he fully appreciated the value
of their assistance ; but it we are to make these Conventions Canadian

Souventions, and enlist the sympathy of our people and get thew to
talk ubout their own wethods of doing  their own work, we must call
out our own men.  As a simple matter of fact, their timv to a very
large extent had been occupicd—profitably occupiced he would suy—in
listening to addresses from their American bretheen.  Now, he looked
aroind the Convention, and fyiled to find there many Canadian Sab-
bath School workers \\lm would have instructed the Convention.  An
effort should be made to bring these men out, and to de svelope home
talent, and have the benetit of the instructions of those who were doing
our home work.  (Cheers).

A Deneaare referred to the great benefit they had derived from
the counsel of the able men who attended the Conventions from the
United States, and he hoped the Committee would in the future sue-
ceed in securing the assistance of these brethren at the Convention,
(Cheers).:

Mg Tuoseson, Toronto, suggested that more time be given to
the lay delegutes to speak.  He had attended all the Conventiodg, and
he found the majority of the speakers were ministers, though the
majority of ministers did not attend Sabbath School at all.

Mr. GREEN suggested, in regard to financial matters, that slips of

paper be left in the seats, to reecive the contributions of those who
wished to give quictly,

Hon. Mr. Frnt suggested the propriety of holding the Conven
tion four days instead of three, so as to give time for the discussion
of the important questions that came before them, [t might be well
perhaps, as a general rule, to give one-third of the time to the lay
delegates, one-third to the ministers, aud the rcmaining thivd to our
American brethren

Mr. R. McLean, while holding out the hand of Christian fellow-
ship to the American brethren, hoped to see home talent more drawn
out and utilized.

Rev. Mr. Tavror extended a cordial invitition to as large a
deputation from the Canadian Convention, as could come to the next
Annual Convention of the New York State Association, which will
meet at Plattsburgh. — (Cheers).
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Mr. PaxsoN extended a similar invitation to, attend the Missouri
Convention.

Mr. D. McLEAN suggested that the namber of subjects be
diminished, so that they could devote more time to them. In this
Convention some subjects had to be dropped, for want of time, before
they were half exhausted.

Mr. Mackenzie, Hamilton, said it would save time if the Com-
mittee, in sending out circulars for the next Convention, would inti-
mate how much money they needed and how much they expected from
each school. A grent deal of time had been spent in" taking up sub-
seriptions which'might by this means have been saved

Mr. Rowraxp, London® asked how many delegates were to be
sent from cach school.

Rev. Mr. Cumistopirson said that would depend upon the
extent of' the hospitality of the place where the Convention met, which
could only be determined by the Loeal Committeo,

A DELEGATE suggested that cach County Convention appoint a
delegate from cach township, to attend the Provineial Convention. In
this way they would cetgile best men from each township.

Mr. Paxson said that in the States they had found it a great
advantage to meet in the morning of the first day instead of the after-
noon, and in this way save half a day.

Rev W. W. Swmitn suggested that the Executive Committee
correspond with the Secretary of cach County Association, soliciting
the names of partics in the County who were qualified to tuke up a
subject in the Convention,

WIHEN SHALL THE NEXT CONV INTION BE HELD?

Rev. Mr. Brigas, from the Business Committee, reported that
they had considered’the subject of when the next Convention should
be held.  June was the Conference month ; haying and harvest were
in operation in July; the Provincial Exhibition was held in Septem-
ber ; the first part of October interfered with the Courts, and in the
“ last part the mercintile community were off waking their purchases,
So the Committee had agreed to leave it to the Executive Committee
to name the weck in the month of Qctober in which the Convention
should be held.

Dr. THORNTON said in the first week of October the Committee
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of his church (Presbyterian) met in connection with the opening of
the College; and he would be glad if the Committee could find it
convenient to take some other week in October.

Mr, 8. 8. Martin said the Wesloyan Missionary Committee met
this week (second week in October) at Port Hope, and.next week the
Baptists held their annual meeting at St. Catharines,  He suggested
that the time be changed from October to September.

Mr. HexpERsoN, London, said business men were more busily
occupied in September than October, and he moved that this Conven-
tion meet next year, as this, in the second week of October.

Dr. WATERS seconded the motion.

Rev. Mr. Boyp suggested that the question be referred in the
meantime to the County and Township Conventions, with the request
that they report to the Committee.  (No, No).

Rev. Mr. Swirn, Galt, moved that the recommendation of the
Committee be adopted.

/ Mr. MARTIN moved in amendment that the Fxecutive Committee
| be not limited to any month, but fix any time in the year they may
( think best.

L\ These motions being put, the recommendation of the Committee

“was adopted.
)

/
[
} . COUNTY ORGANIZATION.

Rev. Mr. Bricas, from the Business Com%uit‘tec, reported the
llpwing resolution, which was carricd unanimously :—

*That this Convention, highly approving of the work already done
in ofganizing County Sabbath School Conventions, hereby strongly
recommend and authorize the new Executive Committee to carry for-

. ward)the work so well begun with still greater zeal and efficiency in
‘\any ‘way they may deem best, by the employment of one agency or
more, to act in concert with volunteer agencies.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
The Business Committec nominated the following Kxecutive
Committee for the year, and the nomination was unanimously sus-
tained by the Convention .—

Mr. 8. 8. Martin, Toronto.
¢ T'hos. Nixon, “
«D. McLean,
J. G Hodgins,
. A. Morse,
J.J. Woodhouse,
R. Wilkes,
W. Gillespie,
(1. Ilarcourt,
W. Saunders, London.
J. M. Denton, u
R. McLean, Galt.
A. 1. Mackenzie, Hamilton.
—. Whipple, “
S, B Seott, Montreal.
W. J. McCalla, St. Catharines,
W. Johnston, Belleville,
Joel Briges Georgetown,

“

The Doxology was then sung, and the session closed.

THIRD, DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

In the afternoon the Convention met in four different sections, as
follows :—

1. Superintendents’ Scetion, in the Wesleyan Methodist church
—Mr. W. Kennedy, Toronto, Chairman; Mr. A, 1. McKcuzie,
Secretary.

2. Adult Class Teachers’ Section, in the old Knox church— Rev.
George Bell, Chairman; Rev. W. W. Swith, Secretary.

3. Intermediate Class Teachers” Seetion, in the Town Hall—Mr.,
C. A. Morse, Chairman; Mr. J. L. Blaikie, Seeretary.

4. Infant Class Teachers” Section, in the New Connexion Meth-
odist church—Mr. G. Harcourt, Chairman; Rev. 11. Johnston,
Secretary.
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MASS MEETING OF THE CHILDREN,

A mass meeting of the Sunday Nehool children of Gult was held
Wt 4 oclock on Thursday afternoon, in Knox church.  The bady of
the chureh was reserved for the childven, while the specetutors oceupied

the galleries.

Rev. Jokn Bricas presided.  The meeting  was opened by
singing the hymu—* Battling for the Lord.”" Rev, My, MeALLISTER
offered up prayer.

Dr. Hepser was the first speaker. e said — At one of the
Railway Stations in Ttaly, a little boy entered a e and took his seat.
Presently a wentleman came up and asked him where he was woing.
«To Florenee,” said the boy.  “Then you ave in the right ear,”” said
the gentleman. < L know I am in the vieht ear)” the boy replied,
“beeause it says so in this chart which has the Kine's name  to it, and
the King would not deceive a little hoy.” My dear children, here is
a chart (taking up the Bible) which has the King's name on it—a
King who will not deceive little boys.  In this chart it says, “As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up.”  This King, whose name js on this chart, is in
Jerusalem. e has just been eating the last Supper with His twelye
diseiples, and has gone into the garden to pray. Do you know how
Ile prayed?  He prayed with such agony of spirit that great drops of
blood fell to the ground.  But this good King could not be left there.
A band of Roman soldiers with clubs in their hands came and took
fim away, and brought Him before Pilate, aud asked him to crucify
Him. Pilate said, “ What evil hath Tle done?” They ery out,
“Crucify im | Crucify Him " And Pilate gave Him up to his
soldiers, who scourged this King, this blessed Saviour of ours. Did
you ever think why they scourged him?  He was scourged for
eur transgressions.  They smote Ilim in the face,  His fuce was
marred more than the face of any man,” They plaited a crown of
thorns and put it on ‘His head, and smote, Iim with a reed, and drove
thorns into the brow and temple of our Saviour. “ He was bruised
for our iniquities.” Then they buffeted Him and spit on His face,
and made Him bear His own cross. e travels on slowly, the blood
oozing from the woutids. “ He was wounded for our transgressions,” At
length He falls under the top heavy weight of the cross, and  they
made & man who was going that way bear the cross, Slowly the pro-
cession moves up that hill of Calvary. They nail Him to the cross
and lift it up. < As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
was the Son of Man lifted up.” Why did Jesus suffer this? [le had
uever done wrong ; He had gone about doing good ; [Tis whole mission
through life was to heal the sick, to raise the dead -to minister to the

7
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wants of those who were in need. It was for you and for me
that He suffered. ~ Will you accept Him ? That is all He requires
for what He has done. Ilow ungrateful is eyery little girl and boy,
and every old gray-haired sinner, who will rfd*‘mzcept Him. THe died
that you and I might not die. Ile entered the grave and was raised
again for our justification. Will you aceppt- His salvation, which He
frecly offers, for Ile will take nothing of yours for it but your whole
heart and service 7 Will you take this chart which He has given you
for your guitance ?  His name is written on it.  He did not come to
deceive you, but to save you. (iod grant that you may accept His
salvation,

Hymn— Jesus the water of life will give,” was sung by the
children.

Mr. SrepiEN Paxson =1 have bden requested, dear scholars, to
tell you about my first days in the Sunday School. 1 have consented
to do this, in the hopes that my own casc may serve to illustrate the
character of Sunday School missionary work better than anything else
I could say. I would rather talk of nom('body else, but I have my
text chosen for me, and will only give you facts, and fucts are said to
be God's arguments, So I am to talk to you a little while about
myself. In carly life T had not the advantage of an education. Being
an orphan, I was brought up by a stranger, and besides, was crippled
and had o stoppage in my speech, so that I used to go by the name of
“Stuttering Stephen.” T remember having been sent one day to what
was termed a district school. I remember the old teacher, whom I
understood they hired to teach because he couldn't do anything clse,
nor that either for the matter of that. ~ On the morning I was there
he brought in a bundle of hazel switches, and piled them up in one
corner. I asked one of the boys what he was going to do with them.
He replied with a significant “shake of the head, “You'll find out
before night."” (Laughter). That made the impediment in my
speech worse than ever, and when I was called up to say my lesson, |
could say nothing at all. The old gentleman stamped his foot, and
flourished a big switch that he had to hold with both hands over my
head, but finding it of no use he wrote something on a slip of paper,
and said, “Take that to the people with whom you live.” T found
out afterwards that the message ran thus—¢ You had better learn this
boy to talk before you send him to school”  That wag a very good
excuse to keep me at home, and so I grew up without knowledge
except what I gathered from the newspapers. From them I learnt my
A B Cs, and the boys who went to school taught me how to put them
together, so that when I grew up T could make out to read a little. I
managed after many years’ struggling, to overcome to some extent the
impediment in my speech. About this time my little daughter said
tome one Sabbath morning, “TFather, I want you to go with me to
the Sunday School.” Now, if I had ever in my life heard of a Sunday
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School T had forgotten it, and I didn’t know what she mecant. My
impression is that, up to that time, I had never heard the term Sunday
School in my life. A missionary of the American Sunday School
Union had started a school in our neighborhood, and my little daughter
had been taken into it, unknown to me, and had become deeply inter-
ested in the exercises of the school and wanted to bring her father
there also. T at first objected. I did not know anything about a
Sunday School, never having had any religious instruction. " But my
daughter pleaded so carnestly, that I thought it my duty as a parent
to take her to the school, intending then to return.  When I got to
the door I heard them singing. I love music, and I now heard for
the first time in my life infant voices hymning praises to the Saviour.
1 was surprised that a child could sing a hymn; I thought it was only
grown folks could do that.  Says my little daughter,  Come in, they're
singing now, [ know you will like it.” I went in and there [ met the
warm-hearted superintendent, who took me by the hand and gave me
a hearty welcome that did me good. “What is this? what do you do
here 2" I asked, for I was as wild and as ignorant as an Indian in the
forest.  (Laughter). ¢ Why, this is a Sunday School.” ¢ Well,
what do you do?” ¢ We teach the children the Bible, and your little
daughter among them, who is a smart little girl.”  That did me good,
too, (laughter), for I never heard anybody say that before. Well, he
wanted me to teach, and urged me. 1 said, “I cannot teach, I know
nothing about it, but if there is any chance to learn anything here,
you may count me in.” He gave my little daughter a book, and I
soon found out that there was a chance to learn something. Next
Sunday I went back ; and now for my first day in the Sunday School.
The superintendent had 100 scholars, and only three teachers. Much
against my inclination he gave me the best class of boys he had, and T
soon found out that they knew more than I did, and that if there was
any teaching to be done they would have to doit. T was about to
turn away from them, when the youngest member of the class, whose
name was John Wesley Knox, now a leading man in the State of
Tllinois, spoke up, “You teach us what you know, and we'll teach you
what we know.” (Cheers). “Well,” says I, “it's a bargain; I'll
go in on those terms, for T know you know more than I do.” So I
took my seat at the head of the class. Says I, “ What do_you do,
Wesley " “We read a chapter.” «Very well,” says I, “just
begin.”  So the scholars read a chapter verse about, but whether or
not they read it right I never knew from that day to this. Said I,
« What next, Wesley ?”’ I mention these details to show you in what
condition T was in when the Sunday School found me. Said Wesley,
“Now you must ask us some questions.” ¢ What kind ?" said I.
«Questions from the Bible.” ¢« Well” T said, “I guess there aint no
questions in this lesson ; are there, Wesley ?*  (Laughter). Oh, yes,
there are questions in all the lessons.” ¢ Well, Wesley, I cant't find
any.” I could not think what in the world the boy wanted. While
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I was pondering over what I would do, Wesley said, “Mr. Paxson,
there are question books in the library.”" ¢ Library ! said I, “what
do you mean by a library " T never had had any use for a library,
and so did not understand the term.  Said he, ““That's where the
books are kept,” pointing to a packing-case.  So T went to the library,
and said 1o the person there, 1 have pot some boys here, and they
want some things called question books, and they say you have got
them." T ot the question ook and went back to the elass; but 1
couldn’t find the place. Said [, Wesley, | guess they must have
given me the wrong lesson ; there's nothing about our lesson here,”
“Oh, no,”" smd he, *“let me see it And he took the book, and
showed me the lesson.  The questions were simple, and were answered
by reading the text. Then Isaid, - Boys, suppose we adjourn, and
let us study the lesson for next Sunday and know something about it 7"
They agreed to do that — Well" said T, < (hat's all, aint it 77« Oh,
no, that is not all,” said Wesley ;1 have been learning some verses,’
And that oy repeated to me twenty-five verses, which he has never
forgotten. T saw him not long sinee, and said to him, * Brother Knox,
do you remenber those twenty five v you repeated to me 30 years
ago in the old log eabin 7 “ Yes" he said, “and 1 can repeat them
to you now;" and he did so.  But, to return to the school. When
Wesley had said his verses, he said he wanted some tickets, “ Tickets "
said I, “what kind of things ar they "« Different kinds,” said
Wesley; “they arcin the library I went over to the library, and
said, «“Mr. Kirkpatrick, I have ‘got a boy in that class who suys he
wants some tickets, and he sent me for thew,  Have you got them 2
“Ilow many do you want 2" <O, I said, T am not particular
Pl take a handful or two.”  (Laughter).  Oh, but we don’t give
them out by the handful.  Ilow many verses did your boy say 9"
“1 don’t know.” <« Well, go back and find out, and T'1l tell you then
how many tickets you are cntitled to.” 1 went back to my little
teacher, and having found out the nuwber of verses he had suid, got
him bis tickets. These arc u fow incidents connected with my first
day in the Subbath School. 1 got a little book from that school ; 1
studied the lesson night and day, and my little daughter helped me.
I learned from that book that 1'was a sinner in the sight of God ; and
I sought and obtained a hope of cternal life. 1 had not been in that
school more than four weeks, till I confessed a bope in Christ. For
four years I continued to teach that class. It then occurred to me
that I might do something for the thousands of children outside of
that school, who had not the advantage of blessed Sabbath School
instruction. | went to work as a volunteer missionary, and started
other schools.  Finally 1 was rocommended to the American Sunday
School Union, and twenty years ago I reccived an appointment from
that body. Ever since T have been engaged in this blessed work,
trying to do what [ could for the blessed Saviour. I have organized
new schools where none before existed, to the number of 1,314, and
have gathered into them 70,000 scholars, with 11,000 teachers,
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Now I want to tell thege boys and girls about my Sunday School
pony, called “ Robert Raikés.”” ~ Here is a picture of him; and T will
tell you how I got him. ~ The™horse that I had been driving round
with died, and I was not able to buy another. A clergyman in one of
our churches in Illinois laid the matter before his congregation, and
colleoted enough money to buy a horse. ~ He gave it to me, and said,
«Brother Paxson, take that and buy a horse, and ecall him  Robert
Raikes.”” That horse helped me to start 700 Sunday Schools. It
carried me, while I was engaged in the work, upwards of 64,000
miles, more than twice round the world.  He lived to be 26 years of
age.

F I want to say a few words before I sit down to these boys and
girls.  Mr. Reynolds visited the Penitentiary in Illinois the other day.
After addressing the prisoners, of whom about 1,000 were present, he
requested  those to remain who wanted to have some conversation on
religious matters. Four hundred of them remained. e asked them
what was the first step that led them astray. They all answered,
without a single exception, that the first step was bad company. ~ Bad
company leads to bad habits, and bad habits lead to ruin. A gentle-
man in Cincinnati said to me, “Forty years ago I knew a little boy,
who while on his way to join some bad company, met a Sunday Sehool
teacher, and at his request went with him to the Sunday School. He
there got in with good company, became a Sunday School teacher,
grew up to manhood, was elected member of the Legislature, then of
the Senate of Ohio, and then to be Governor of Ohio.”  Said the
gentleman, 1 was that little boy ; and to-day I rejoice that ever T
met that teacher on Sunday, as that was the turning-point of my life,
and I owe to that teacher a debt of gratitude which I never shall be
able to pay in this world.” ~ Oh, then teachers be encouraged in your
blessed work. ~ You are sowing the seed, the fruit of which eternity
alone will fully develop. I could mention many linstances, in my own
cxperience, of carnest Christians meeting me in the course of my travels,
and calling to my mind that they once attended a Sunday School
where I taught, and declaring to me how much they owe to the Sab-
bath School.  May God bless all your teachers, and superintendents,
and ministers, and may we all, united in the bonds of love, continue
our work in the Lord till we meet in Ilis kingdom. (Cheers).

Hymn—“A home in heaven,” was sung by the children.

Rev, T. W. JerrERY, of Milton,—I have listened with a great
deal of pleasure to what has been said. In looking upon Cana-
dian Sabbath Schools, one defect oceurs to me, and that is, that
the childven of the poor are not suffigiently attended to. It is
not only the respectable and refined class of socioty that should
be taught in the Sabbath School, but we should endeavor to
bring in the poor children from the lancs and by-ways of our
citios to the school.  This muy be a difficult thing to do, but
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among the destitute we may win some of the richest trophies to
our Lord Jesus Christ. I will give you an incident of my own
experience. Some years ago I went to the great Exhibition in
London. I always, wherever I am, try to do something for my
Master, who has done so much for me. So when I was in London
I visited ono of the most notoriously wicked quarters, though I
was warned that if I went there my life was not safe, 1 went
down, and, sceing a door open in one of the houses, I went in.
There was a large room, and in it were some thirty people of all
si s and ages, from an old woman of eighty down to a little girl
of about seven. They were playing cards and dominoes and the
like. They looked at me but nobody spoke for some time,
Preséntly an old woman that was sitting in the corner came
towards me and bid me good day. “Good day, ladies and gen-
tlemen,” said I. Ladies and gentlemen! Their faces scemed to
brighten up at the idea, and they actually looked as if they
wanted to be ladies and gentlemen. If you want to make people
respectable, treat them as such.  “ Who are you ?” said the old
woman. “I am a Methodist preacher from Canada.” < A Metho-
dist preacher from Canada, ladies and gentlemen,” gaid the old

woman sarcastically. “ Can you preach ?’ 1 told her I could.
“What text can you preach from ?’ Any textif it is about
Jesus. Well,” said the old lady, “ladies and gentlemen, here's

a gentleman came all the way from Canada to preach to us ladies
and gentlemen, and now you fnust all keep quiet;” and a satiri-
cal smile played upon the corners of her mouth. She had evi-
dently, at one time, moved in better society. She had a little
black cutty pipe in her mouth, and asked me if I smoked. I
never was more ashamed of it in my life than when I had to tell
hor that T occasionally indulged in that habit. (Laughter.)
“Perhaps you would like tosmokenow ?” «Oh ! no, thank you,
I've had my smoke, I'd rather not.” The very thought of it
almost sickened me.  “Oh! you don't like to smoke, but you
can preach from any text?” ¢« Yes.” “Now, ladics and gentle-
men,” said the old lady, © you must keep very quict ; T am going
to give this gentleman a text.” And what do you think the text
was ? [ listened with the most intense expectation—

“Billy Bopeep, has lost his sheep,
He does'nt know where to find then,
Let them alone, and they' 1l come home,
Aud bring their tails bebind them

(Laughter.) Of alltexts in the world, did you ever hear a text like
that?  These men would have broken my head for sixpence, and
T had to preach from that text, or run the risk of a pummelling.
T uttered the prayer “ Lord help me.”  That prayer I felt was
answered, and from that singular toxt I preached one of the best
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sermons I ever preached. I showed first who Billy Bopeep was,
and sketched him step by step from his infancy to mnnlhood;
how that he once was innocent ; and then I sketched him losing
his sheep, that is, his innocence. I made the application to
themselves, pointing out how that step by step, whiskey and rum,
and vice, had robbed them of their innocency, and they did not
know where to find it, and then I told them they could only find
it in Christ Jesus. Then I came to the point, “let them alone.”
1 told them Jesus in his great mercy would not let them alone,
but had inspired me to go down and tell them Iis glorious mes-
sage. I described Christ looking down from heaven, waiting to
bless them, and that He was the only one that did not say, let
them alone.” The audience became much affected ; the old lady
took her pipe out of her mouth, and the story of Jesus brought
tears to her eyes, and then I come to the last point, and showed
how that none of their sins were forgotten; that every wrong
they had done, every vice they had committed, would rise up
against them in judgment, and unless they were saved by Christ,
would send them down to perdition. After I was done, a man
came up to me, and said, *If you had only come ninetoen years
ago to tell us this, you would have saved me.  Nineteen years
ago I was a preacher of the gospel.  One night after preaching
[ took some brandy, and was so ashamed of being drunk that
ran away, and went on from bad to worse. Do you think Christ
can save such a wretch as T am ?” We knelt down and prayed
there, and I have since learned that man has gone home to ever-
lasting life and blessedness. T mention this instance to show
you that a great deal of good may be done among the low and
destitute class of the people. There was a little boy m\g.\ in Eng-
land whose Master told him to guard a gate on his farm, and not
open it for anybody. The Duke of Wellington came along, but
in spite of all his persuasions, the boy would not open the gate,
beeause his master had bid him keep it shut. At length the
Duke took out asovercign and handed it to the boy, saying,
«Take that and always do your duty as you have done to-day,
and God fvill Dless you.”  The boy ran home with his sovereign,
and told his mother he had done what Bonaparte never could do,
and got a soveroign for doing it, he had stopped the Duke of
Wellington, and he had given him a sovercign for it. (Cheers.)
Now, dear children, do your duty, and you will do a grander
thing than Napoleon Bonaparte ever did, May God help you to
do it.

Hon. Biura FLint said he was very sorry their good friend,
Miss McPherson, was not able, on account of indisposition, to bo
present to tell of the work she was doing for poor children in
London. In his Sunday School in Belleville, they were trying
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to raise $50 to give Miss McPhetson to bring out a little boy,
whom they would support and educate ; and he would he glad
if other Sunday Schools would try to assist Miss McPherson iy
her good work in a similar way.

The children then sang, “Shall we gather at the river?"
and Rev. F. H. Marling pronounced the benediction,

THIRD DAY—FEVENING SESSION.

This the closing session of the Convention was held, as were
all the evening sessions, in Knox church, and as on the previous
evenings the church was crowded.  After devotional exercises,
the President called upon the Secrotaries of the different Sec-
tions which met in the afternoon, to read their reports.

REPORTS OF SECTIONS.

SUPERINTENDENTS' SECTION

Met in the Wesleyan Methodist Church at 2 p-m. (Thursday)
and was constituled with praise and prayer.  Mr, Kennedy,
Toronto, presiding.

The Chairman briefly addressed (he meeting, and suggestod
that the subjects upon” which discussion was sought should he
handed in, and a selection could then be made of such as were
deemed most important, having in view the time that could be
given to the consideration of (hem,

The fivst topic taken up was “ The question of jurisdiction,”—
the discussion eliciting the following points,—That the Superin-
dent must govern the School through the Teachers, and by the
power of love mainly,—That he should not have the power of
introducing or altering any laws, without the sanction or
authority of the electing power.  Written constitutions were re
commended. The mind of the meceting was ultimately expressed
by the following resolution duly made and seconded,— That
while we beliove the jurisdiction” of (he Superintendent’s office
should be held as in keeping with the dignity of a chief oftlcer,
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wo carnestly suggost that the judgment of Teachers and other
officers in conference should as far as possible bo respected, in
order that the harmony of the Institution be the more easily
protected.”

2nd. “When would you remove children from one class to
anothor,and by whom ?" was next considered, and was answered
in substance as follows,—When it became necessary for the
proper regulating of classes; and the power to do so resides in
the Superintendent, to bo oxorcised as far as possible in harmony
with the Teachers concerned,

3rd. “ What is the best method of opening and closing the
School ? ~ Should Toachers take part 7’ These questions as
answered indicated the mind of the meeting to be,—That Teach-
ors should take part, and that scholars ought not to be asked.
Opening and closing exercises should be short, not to oxceed
five minutes.  Reading of the Scripture lesson in concert, as
also reciting the Lord's prayer, was recommended.

4th. “Is it dosirable to have boys and girls in the samo
class 7" This question, without discussion, was answered in the
negative by a majority vote.

Hth. Also without discussion, it was on motion resolved,—
“That this meeting requost the Convention at its present meot-
ing to appoint a Committee to consider the question of securing
a uniform system of lessons, for adoption by the Schools of
Canada.”

A. I. McKenzig,
Secretary.

REPORT OF SECTION ON ADULT CLASSES.

This Section assembled in Knox (old) church. In the
absence of the appointed Convener, Rev. Francis H. Marling, of
Toronto, was appointed Chairman. After devotional opening
exercises, Mr. D. McLean read to the meeting a letter written
by Rev. Prof. McVicar, of Montreal, intended for the Conven-
tion, in which the writer detailed his mothod of teaching adults.
A synopsis of this most valuable and instructive letter is pre-
sented :(—

L Disanvanraaes.—It was taught in a chureh, without
maps, chavts or blackboard. Room too large; and not at all
central as to location.

IT. Arrenpance. — About 200, during almost the entire
period under review—seven years.  Of all agoes, from 16 to 50,
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and from all classes of society. Always a large numbgt of
students.  Attendance, as a rule, regular and punctual, Time,
from 3 to 4 on Sabbath afternoons.

III. Arrracrions.—The Professor says, “I professed and
studied to offer none, in the popular sense of the term. We had
no chants, no instrumental music, no vestments, and usually the
Psalms of David as our songs of praise..’

1V. Mernop.—Opened !numtuully at 3, by singing and
prayer. Lesson till 3.55. Then closed with Doxology and
prayer. The word of God tho text-book ; and all portions of it
frankly examined.  Many questions asked by the teacher; very
often not expecting answers, or even waiting for them, but onl
using them to rivet attention, to expose ignorance, and to incul-
cato the lesson of Christian humility. e allowed members of
his class to ask him questions, or send him written questions,
Always aimed at the conversion and edification of souls ; and to
these onds devoted himself to prayer, and the lucid exposition
of God's word.

V. Coursk or LessoNs, — Tho Professor says, “I have
taught Christian doctrines as presented in our Catechism and
Confession of Faith; had a course in Apologetics, and road con-
secutively Historical, Prophetical and Practical portions of the
word. Experience leads me to pronounce in favor of consecutive
reading. My reasons for this are too numerous to record. In
closing this note I cannot hut express my convietion that ignor-
ance and indolence on the part of teacliers, leading to inadequate
preparation for the work of their classes, are usually the great
causes of failure. 1 attribute the large and steady attendance
in my class, under the blessing of God, to the care and labor
which Lhave uniformly bestowed upon the preparation of lessons.’

VI. Crosina RemaRrks.—During his pastorate, about 100
were reccived into the Church each year; and the Bible Class
was known to be the means of gathering not a fow of these souls
to the Saviour. He has known, too, of deep conviations, issuing
in conversion, from the lessons o1 portions of God's Word which
to superficial readers might scem barren and unprofitablo ; thus
strengthening his conviction that “ ALn Seripture iy given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable-for doctrine,” ete. He made
it a rulo that all persons secking admission into the membership
of the church, xhould, for a season at least, attend the Bible
Class. - The Professor adds, “If at the Convention the question
is asked, How can we socuro the attendance of the larger
scholars? - My answer is, “Get more competent and earnest
teachers; or let our present teachers devote ten times as much
energy as heretofore to the study of their lessons, They must
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not trifle with tho intellects nor the hearts of their pupils. There
must bo the lucid exhibition of God's truth, as well as pointed
appeals to tho conscience.  The Teacher must notrequire more

from his scholars than from himself.”

On the question of securing the presence and attention of
the class, the experience of the Section was that the law of
kindness was the only effectual means; to notice them when
casually met, visit them at their homes, etc.; and in the class,
not to demand or ask their attention, but sccure it rather by
saying someting interesting to them.

ON Mgerions ofF TeacHING.—The uniform testimony was
that the lecturing style was comparatively non-effective. In a
class of moderate dimensions, question in turn every member.
The form of questions may need varying; it being necessary to
simplify questions to some much more than to others. The use
of maps and blackboard, or some substitute for the latter, was
renerally recommended. In very large classes the questioning
i’w(emuca gonoral, rather than individual. It was considered a
mark of success to induce members to ask questions of the
Teacher. Sometimes such questions and suggestions conveyed
thoughts most valuable to the Teacher.

Tug Grear OBigct was conversion and edification. Prayer
meetings, conducted by members of the class alone, strongly
recommended ; also to let them know that the Teacher prays for
each of them, and to ask their prayers, 1t was also found most
beneficial to induco them to engage in Christian work.

W. W. Ssrrin
. Secretary.

A large audience having assembled in the Town ITall, the
Rev. Mr. Marling opencd the meeting with prayer, after which
the Chairman delivered an appropriate address on ¢ The Duties
and Responsibilitios of Teachers not being confined to the Sab-
bath School Session,” but extending through the week; that
during the week they should visit the parents of the scholars,
ascertain something of* their habits, their fortunes or misfor-
tunes ; rejoice or sorrow with them; advise, help and pray with
them.

One teacher remarked that he had lost very much, as a
teacher, by his not having visited his scholars at their homes,
and that ho had been made to feel this more deeply of late by
the death of a boy in his class.  When he went to see him on
his dying bed, the boy was unable to speak, and soon after

INTERMEDIATE CLASS SECTION,
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expired, len\'ing the teacher in ignorance as to his state of mind
and prospects for cternity,

Rev. Mr. Briaas spoke of the groat good accomplished by
visiting scholars at their homes, cspecially in times of sickness
and distress, and urged upon teachers !{e importance of dis.
charging faithfully this part of their work.

The Hon. BiLLa Frint stated, his experience some forty
years ago in the way of carrying#ut a thorough door to door
visitation, to be a very large permanent incroase in the attend-
ance at the Sabbath School.  He also urged upon Teachers that
during the woek and at all times, whenover and wherover they
meet thoir scholars, that they should do so with a kindly recog-
nition, thereby gaining their affections and making them the
moro‘disposed to listen to, and to receive the truth as it is in
Jesus,  Mr. Flint also impressed upon the meeting the necessity
of Teachors being cheerful and pleasant in all their intercoursp
with their scholars.

Mr. Wirkig, Secretary of the Young Men's Christian
Association, Toronto, related his experience in conncction with
the opening in Toronto of a meeting for poor and neglected
boys. = At first they had very great difficultios to encounter
arising from the rudeness and wildness of the boys, but these

difficultios had to a large extent been overcome by humble,
persevering prayer and offort, and also by means of eye teaching
as well ag by ear teaching, but all pointing to Jesus, “ the an%
of God who taketh away the sins of the world.”

Another friend told how he he had gathered a Sabbath
School by stopping a number of rude, rough, and untaught boys
on thoe strect while at their play, and telling them a story, then
asking them to come to a Sabbath School, which they did, and
the result was the establishment of a succossful School.

Dr, Hermer, of Lockport, State of New York, gave a short,
but interesting account of the work of God in his Sabbath School.
They, like many others, observed the first week of January as a
week of prayer, and during that weelk last January, the scholars
largely attended these meetings. During that time also, every one
of them was spoken to privately on the subject of his soul’s salva-
tion.  God blessed the means | the Holy Spirit was poured out,
many of the scholars were hopefully converted, and many have
since conpected themselves with the chureh as members.

Rev. Mr. LiviNastone, Brantford, sought to impress upon
his co-v rsin the Sabbath School the vastness of their
responsibilities in view of the facts, 1st, that they have
to answer to God for the souls of the childven; and 2nd, that

they ki
preciou
M
teachin
his disc
but tha
indifler
would ¢
it, but |
sinners
Th
New Y
rvapnnd
andienc
hovs w
with hi
VOTSes,
Zaccheu
lessed v
My, Tay
the min

10.
11.
The
hymn i1
was sy
joined.
The
pronoun

All

Joun L

Gal



f mind

hed by
ckness
of dis.

 forty
o door
attend-
8 that
r they
rocog-
m the
b is in
cossity
"COursg

ristian
n with
slected
ounter
-~ these
umble,
aching
Lum%

ibbath
t boys
, then
d, and

short,
chool.
y as a
holars
'y one
salva-
d out,

have

upon
their
have

that

109

they know not whether th\_‘il‘nppurlunitim for dealing with their
precious charges may end in a year, a month, a day, or an hour

Mr. J. Stimson, St. George, stated that he had been
teaching for many years, and had had his joys and sorrows,
his discouragements and difficultios connected with his work :
put that his chief discourngement and difliculty had been the
indifference and carelessness of parents; and he believed nothing
would enable Teachers to overcome this, or to go on in spite of
it, but hearts full of love to Christ and the souls of perishing
SINCTS. '

The PresineNt then called upon the Rev. My, Tavior, of
New York, to address the mecting. To the call he cheertully
,-‘\q,,(.ndml, but stated that instead of addressing the g”“.l.m
audience, he would direet hix attention to the large number of
hovs who were in the room, and then requested them o read
with him the pitss in the Gospel of Luke, chapter xix. 1-10
verses, which so beautifully relates Christ's conversation with
Zaccheus. Having drawn particular attention to the words as
Blessed words, viz., “This day hath salvation come to this house,”
Mr, Taylor, in aorapid, lively, yet impressive manner, fixed in
the minds and memories of the boys as the heads of the Tesson—

Zaccheus in the tree.

The Saviour spoke.

Home.

Heart.

(ruest.

Guide.

Christ come to seck the lost.
Christ come to save the lost.
Christ come to make whole.

10. Christ come to cleanse.

11. Christ come to make holy.

The great truths of the lesson were briefly enforced, and a
hymn in which they are concigely and l)uuutil'ully epitomized,
wag sung by M. Taylor, in which the large class of boys heartily
joined.

The meeting was thon dismissed by the Rev. Mr. Roger
pronouncing the benediction. ‘

All which is respectfully submitted - )

CHARLES A. MoRsE,
Joun L. Brarkie, Chairman,
Secretary.

Galt, October 12, 1870.
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INFANT CLASS SECTION.

The section of the Infant Class Teachers met according to
appointment in the Methodist New Connexion Church.

The proceedings were opened with singing, reading of
Seriptures, and prayer by the Convener, G. Harcourt, Esq., of
St. James” Sunday School, Toronto; after which, there being no
matured plan for conducting the business, the meeting assumed
the form of a Convention as to the manner of eonducting Infant
Classes.

The Chairman in presenting the outlines of the method he
has adopted in his own class of about 150 children at ages vary-
ing from 4 to 8 years, gave a lesson on Little Sins, from the text,
«The little Foxes that spoil the vines,"—Solomon’s song, 2 chap,
13 verse.  In this lesson was set forth by the use of the black-
board, by illustration and ancedote adapted to the child’s mind,
the following propositions.

\

1. What we mean by little sins.
2. The evil influence of the little sins,
3. How to avoid committing these little sins.

Mr. MarsHALL, of Ayr, gave an account of how he conduet-
od an Infant Class in the county and distriet, and spoke of the
importance of punctuality, of receiving the children pleasantly and
explaining to them the hymns which they loved go much to sing,
and of leading the little ones directly to the Saviour.

Rev. Mr. Green, of London, thought that the children
ghould be taught the graces before and after meals, &c., little
morning and evening prayers, which would make 56 little
religious exercises for the child at home during the week; and by
a touching incident illustrated the influence of such teaching
upon ungodly homes.

The importance of having Infant Classes connected with all
our Sabbath Schools was felt in the very injunction of the
Master, ““ Feed my Lambs.”

Tt was felt also that the Infant Class, should, as far as prac-
ticable, have a separatc room with suitable appliances for
teaching, and should have an opening and closing of its own.

No model method of teaching was presented, and it was the

conviction of the meeting that each Teacher should adopt the
method most natural to himself, and by which he could best |
infuse into the infunt mind the whole fervor of his personal §

loving devotion o the Saviour.
It was found, however, as the result of experience, that it
was very desirable to impress not many, but one Seripture truth
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upon the scholars during the hour, and that the hymns, the
prayer, the address, and all the cxercises should converge to
this one truth.

Infant Class Toachers were recommended to secure and pre-
serve the attention of the children by variety of exercises, by the
most careful preparation, by a joyous carnest spirit, by teaching
with simplicity, by loving the little ones with all the heart.

The great end of Infant Class teaching was folt to be the
bringing of the children directly to Him who has said, “Sufier little
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of xuch ix the
Kingdom of Grod.”

All of which is respectfully submitted,
H. JonnsToN,
Secretary.
These reports were, on motion, unanimously adopted.

Hymn—*¢ What shall the harvest be 2" was then sung

QUESTION DRAWER.

Rev. Mr. Tavror said he had been handed a communjcation
from a lady, to the offect that she had a class of a dozen large
girls, who persistently disregarded her wish that they should
commit (o memory passages of Scripture, and she wanted him
to tell hor what she was to do.  He would advise her to devote
a considerable portion of one particular Sabbath afternoon for an
experiment, torepeating with them a fow wofises of Seripture, not
mercly learning them by rote, but undggstanding the spirit of
them. Do not teach your children to Mpeat verses merely by
rote ; but teach thom the spirit of the verses, and show them
what a grand thing it is to have the Scripture treasured up in
thoir memory.

Rev. W. R. Parker and Mr. I J. CLARK were appointed
to answer the questions that had been placed in the drawer. The
following questions were, however, answered by Rev. Mr. Taylor,
ho being specially requested by the questioners to do so:—

Question. What is to be done with inefficient Superinten-
dents and Teachers ?

Answor. Try by evory means in your power to make them
efficient by Teachors’ meetings, Sunday School Institutes, and
Conventions, and similar means of training Teachers.
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Q. Would yon advise the giving of papers to the scholurs in
preference to investing the money in a libvary ?

A. As a general thing, I think Sunduy School papers are
better than a libvary.  They are taken home and read by all,
and even by the noighbors and thus in move degfitute localities
the truth is brought home to those who otherwise would hear
very little about it.

Q. What is the best way of taking up collections in the Sun-
day school ? .

A Of course every sehoot will seleet the way hest adapted to
its own circamstances: bt Iwould say do wot take up the col-
Teetion when the singing is coing on, as some do to save time,

Q. Please explain the Berean systenm of lessons o and say if
you recommend it above any other,

A Tewould be very invidious onmy part to recommend as
the best any of the systems of lessons. The National Series,
published in Chicago, is used by a great many Teachoers, and i
the columms of my own paper. T publish hotheitcand the Berean,
and Teachers take their choice

Q. Is it advisable to promise prizes for the committal of
portions of Seripture to memory ?

Ao T think it a good way torain the memory of owr children,
(Hear, hear). This sort of thing is overdone. Do not under-
stand me to condemn rewards. The doctrine of rewards and
punishments is distinetly taught in the Bible, but be reasonable.
and don't ask your children to learn too many verses.

Mr. Crark answered the following questions :—

Q. Should one who is not & member of the church be allowed
to tench a class in the Sabbath School ?

A. Yes, in my judgment, he should, T most emphatically
think a Teacher should be a consistent person ; but if you cannot
get such a person, by no means refuse another who may not be
a member of the courch. It may be the means of his conversion ;
1 bave often found it so in my expericnce.

Q. What is the best way to obtain order in a class of refrac-
tory boys ? Do you not think that if the Superintendent would
write a letter, or go personally to a refractory scholar, he would
do more good ?

A. Yes; and not only the Superintendent, but the Teacher
algo. If a Teacher finds he has a scholar he cannot manage, 1
would say visit him at his home, talk to him, and pray with
with him, and in almost every case, with the blessing of God,
the boy will become a bright example to the class.
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(. With a uniform series o lessons for all denominations,
can special doetrines, on which Christiuns difter, be tanght ?

A. Ldo not believe in teaching special denominational doe-
rines in the Subbath School. Let the ehildven be taught Christ S
they wiil learn special doctrines soon enough.

Q. How much of onr time in the Sabbath School shonld he
taken up in singing ?

A, Just as much as you find profitable.

Q. Ts the singing that violates a trae taste an abomination
to the Lomd ?

A. The Lord Tooks upon the heart. The spivitin which we
ging is o i more importance than the style,

Q. Isitin place to spend titteen or twenty minutes in the
Sabbath School in-learning to sing tunes properly ?

A @ think not.

Q. Would you recommend instrumental music in the Sab-
bath School ?

A Yes ifyou find it helps you in singing and increases the
volume ol devotion,

Q. How can we make our Sunday School music a power for
good ?

A. By making it harmonize with the lesson of the day. Let
the music be considered a paret of the worship in the school, and
let it have a bearing upon the lesson.

Q Should the collections tuken up in the Sunday School be
used to defray the oxpenses of the School ?

A. No; most decidedly not. — The Chureh should support the
Sabbath School, and the childeen should understand that their
offerings are devoted to the work of Christ.

Q. In one School in our Town a Teacher drew up a femper-
ance pledge, and got all of his scholars to sign it. Would you
approve of this plan being gencrally adopted ? :

A Yes, if itas done with wisdom and pradence. T think 1
know the instance referred to in this question.  The Teacher
first ot (he consent of the Superintendent, and that of the
parents of his seholars; and at the elose of the School he asked
hix class to remain a little while with him. They did s0; he
presented the pledge and they all signed it T would sy to
overy Sunday School teacher, “Go and do likewise.

Q. Is it advisable for strangers to address the Sabbath
School ?

A. I think not.

8
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Q. What would you do with & Christian man professing to
sorve God, whose services are very much needed in a rural com-
munity, and who possesses the requisite talents, yet refuses to
take hold of the Sunday School work ? :

A. If he is doing no other Christian work, you can only talk
to him and pray with him, and impress him with his imperative
duty to work for Christ.

Q. What is the bext way to get our scholars to our homes
on a week evening, and to interest them there ?

A. The best way to get them to your homes is to invite
them. It must be left to cach teacher's ingenuity to find means
to interest them. A microscope or pictures might be made the
means of interesting the children, and of directing their minds
to the great Creator and to our blessed Saviour.

Q. Is there any intention of forminyg a Normal Institute for
the training of Sabbath School Teachers in Canada ?

Rov. Mr. MaruiNg said that Toronto intended to make a
small beginning in that way this Fall. They were going to hold
a Sunday School Teachers’ Institute for a week which would be
conducted by Mr. Taylor.  (Cheers.)

Rev. Mr. PArkER answered the following questions :—
Q. How should a Superintendent deal with insolent, disor-

derly lads of fourteen to sixteen years of age, who ignore the
teacher’s authority ?

A. Say nothing to them disparaging of the teacher, but
evory thing you can in his favor consistent with truth. Then
doal gently, lovingly, and prayerfully with the lads in private.

Q. How can wo got parents, professing Christianity, inter-
ested in the Sabbath School ?

A. Parents who are members of churches should always feel
an interest in the Sabbath School ; but unfortunately we find in
all our churches difficulty in getting parents intercsted in the
work. Bring the matter before them in the church; get them
out to occasional meetings to discuss Sabbath School subjects ;
invite them to the Sabbath School with their children; and let
thom sce that while you love their children you are also anxious
for their welfare.

Q. Would not a uniform system of lessons for all denomina-
tions make all schools union in principle instead of denomina-
tional ?

A. When the school is connected with the church, supported
by the church, and taught by the members of the chureh, it
gooms to mo it will be to all intents and purposes a denomina-
tional school, whatever sories of lossons might be used. 1 would
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rejoice in that union which a uniform series of lessons would
bring with it ; for'without doubt such a system would tend to a
closer union of all schools in principle.

Q. What catechism would you recommend to be used in a
Union Sabbath School ?

A. The Bible, and the Bible only.

Q. Is it advisable for teachers to change classes, say every
three or six months ?

A. T think the custom of teachers occasionally changing
classes just for one day is a good one. Tt gives diversity to the
excrcises, and may be made beneficial to both scholars and
teachers

Q. Would you advise scholars being received into the
church upon profession of conversion ?

A. Yes, by all means.

Q. What is the best method of gaining the adherenco of the
young to the prinr-iple of total abstinence ?

A. I think the bost way is to secure their adherence to the
practice of total abstinence; and the best way to sceeure this is
for parenfd~and especially Sunday School teachers, to set the
example. .

Q. What is tho best way to manage an infant class, where
it is impracticable to have it in a separate room ?

A. Build a separate room with the least possible delay.
What the little cot is to the nursery and the little high chair to
the table, the soparate room for the infunt class is to the Sab-
bath School.

Q. Should persons be employed to teach in the Sabbath
School who dance at balls and other fashionable assemblies ?

A. T answer, yes, when they can take the dear children
whom they taught on Sabbath to “avoid the very appearance of
ovil,” with them on the Monday ovening to the fashionable
assembly.  Yes, when oxample shall have become less potent
than procept.  Yos, whon they can aceomplish, in the modern
dance, the glory of rod, as counselled in the last Psalm—*¢ Praise
the Lord with the dance.” Till then, never.

Q. How shall we cause the Sabbath School to take its true
position in the thoughts and heart of the church ?

A. By rogarding it as part and parcol of the church, and
by directing its training and discipline to subserve the church's
work in the world. J

There being still a number of questions unanswered, on
motion they were handed over to Rev. Mr. Taylor, with the
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request that he publish the answers in the « Sunday School Work-
man.” Mr. Taylor consented to do ro, and oftered to send a copy
of the paper containing the answers, (o each Superintendent who
would turnish him with his address.

On motion, a unanimous vote of thanks was tendered to My,
Taylor for his gencrous offer.

ANSWERS AS REPORTED IN THE ¢« WORKMAN" BY
& REV. ALFRED TAYLOR.

Q. How would you get the ~sehool to respond to the Superin-
tendent's questions at the close of the school ?

A. Train the children kindly and carcfully to answer, They
may be dall at tirst, but will soon Tearn if the Superintendent hag
any (act. Stimulate them alitde. Ask them to turn to passages
in the Bible, illustrating what you are teaching, and let the first
one who finds it read. This is one of the hest ways to break the
restraint which they at first feel,

Q. What ix the best entertainment that ean be provided for
Sunday school children ?

AL Social, Seriptural, Musical. - Anything buta s fair” with
trumpery at fancy prices, grab-bag, postoffice, and the usual
accompaniments. A well-condueted pre-nic in season is good,

Q. What is the best method of raising money for the
school ?

A. Let the church pay the bills of its school always, and
provide liberal things.The chureh members ought to arrange
{or the religious teaching of their own children.

FFor mission schools, ask somebody for the money.  Those
which are established by churches ought to be liberally supported
by the churches which establish them.

Q. Is it advisable that a scholar should attend more than
one school ?

A Noj never let him do it. There is no surer way of

mauking him a Sanday school vagabond than to let him wander
round from school to school.  Cut off all library and pic-nic
orivileges from him inevery school but the one to which he
selongs, and he will eleave to that one, forsaking all others.

Q. Is it desivable for the minister or Superintendent to
open and close the school ?
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A. Let the Superintendent open; it is well for him to close.
but, if' the minister is present, ask him o make a fow closing
remarks.

Q. Is it profitable to review lessons?  If so, how often and
how ?

A. Ten minutes by the Superintendent at the ¢lose will bo
found profitable. A monthly or quarterly review is also exceed-
ingly valuable,

Q. Would you have the verses recited hy the scholars in the
same places where the classes have their lessons?

A Yoo by all meanse A part of the Tesson, if they cannot
learn the wholce,

Q. What wonld you do in supplying the sehool with Sunday
sehool papers ? Shall we give any, or all we can ?

A There are so many jivenile papees now published that
there is no difficulty “l’i’“' Jproviding one foreach Sunday.

Distribute them without askinx the childeen to pay for them

As o the Teachers, every oe of them onght to be supplied
with the Sundiay School Workmen., There are fow  indeed who
cannot atford the three conts a week which it costs.

Q. Shatl we teach the chilieen the alphabet in connection
with Bible teaching in Sunday school ?

AL Yes, i they have not facilities for Tearning it clewhere.
We can teach them Seriptural teath with it

A tor Adam, who was the fist man
B is for Balwam, who mischict did plan,
ete., ete, eten, all the way to Zedekiah,

Q. How can we best secure the attendance of Teachers and
seholars at public worship ?

A. The Teachers are expected to go any-how. The minister
who will bring his preaching within veach of the childeen will
have them also present at his chureh, Besides this, teach them
that it is right to go, not merely to hear the preaching, but prin-
cipally to worship God.

Q. What is the best manner of marking the attendonce in
cach class ?

A Let each Teacher have a cood class-hook.  Mark care-
fully and neatly at the beginning of” the session, after any who
are late have had time o come in.

Q. as the Superintendent power to dismiss a Teacher not
doing his duty ?

AL See Constitution and By-laws. It is not well to give the
Superintendent too arbitrary control in such matters. Ho may
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make a mistako as to the performance of duty. Bear with the
inefficient Teacher as long as you can, train him all you can, and
when you can do nothing more with him, advise him to go.

Q. What is the object of Sabbath school statistics, and what
is tho bost way of getting schools to give them ?

A. To find out as nearly as possible results of what we are
doing and of what we are leaving undone.

Messrs, Danforth, of Albany, and E. Payson Porter, of
Chicago, can tell from experience what hard work it is to get
them. Follow up cach school closely with circulars, blanks,
envelopes, and postage stamps.  Sce last New York Convention
Report (published by the Sunday School Workman, price 25 cents)
for the result of Mr. Danforth's labors in this line.

Q. How shall a country Sunday school keep up tho Teachors
meetings, especially in the winter ?

A. Have them so interesting as to compel the Teachers to
come. Introduce the social clement with the study, and you will
find it a material help.

Q. What is the best way that we can distribute books so ag
to occupy little time ?

A. Quictly, at the close of the school. The librarian, or his
messengers, can carry them to the classes, or an orderly scholar
from each class may be sent to the library for them. The
Teacher can hand the books to his scholars in a very short time,
Whoever carries the books should avoid wearing squeaky boots.

Q. Is it not the case that in nine cases out of ten the most
unruly and troublesome boys in our schools are children of
Christian parents?  How do you account for this ?

A. Hardly in such great proportion. Account for it when
it is 80, by the unfortunate fact that a great many otherwise
good people have a habit of neglecting to train their children.
Try to make the home training help the schoool training.

Q. What is the hest plan to retain boys from fifteen to
twenty in our Sabbath-schools ?

A. Not by scolding them, or telling them that they are bad
if they stay away, but by making the lessons and all the sur-
surroundings of the school so full of interest that they want to
stay. Have classes of young gentlemen and young ladies
together.

Q. Whose business or duty is it to appoint teachers in a
Sabbath-school ?

A. The superintendent, with the approval and co-operation
of the church authoritics who take an interest in the welfare of
the school.
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Q. How can scholars be induced to study their lessons ?

A. Show them what an interesting thing it is. To this end
every teacher must have an experience of the benefits of lesson
study. Well-conducted teachers’ meetings will help this.

Q. How would you distribute prizes to the Sunday-school ?

A. Hard to answer in limited spaco.  Mako as litttle fuss
about it as you can. Do not make too much of a show of the
children who receive them. Avoid wounding the feelings of
those who receive no prizes.

Q. Is it desirable, and how can Sabbath-school teachers be
induced to take part, in turn, in the devotional exercises of the
Sabbath-school ?

A. Desirablo for some who have a gift at it; but not indis-
eriminately, or merely because one is a teacher. ~ Ask courteously,
and do not bore or teaso a man out of all patience if he is con-
stitutionally unable to do it and declines.

Q. Is the use of reward-tickets and cards a benefit or an
injury ?

A. A benefit if judiciously used. A positive mischief if used
indiscreetly.

Q. What is tho true relationship of the Sunday-school to the
church ?

A. A part of it. The church carrying the Gospel to the
juvenile portion of tho community. Helping, counselling, and
strengthening each other.

Q. What is the best plan for encouraging adult classes to
attend regularly ?

A. Make the excrcises intoresting. Remember that the
members are not babes.  Provide the best of teaching. Set them
an examplo of regular attendance.

Q. What is the valuoe of the soul of a child ?

A. “What shall a man give in exchange for his soul 2"

Q. A lady has a class of a dozen large girls, and i8 much
grieved at their porsistent disregard of her wishes that they
should commit passages of Seripture to memory. What should
ghe do ?

A. Avoid the parrot style of committal and recital. Teach
them the truths of the verses at the same time you are teaching
them the words. Tnstead of telling them how much grieved you
are at their not learning, tell them how delighted you will be if
they learn.

Q. Aro Sabbath-school picnics good ?
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A. Yes, if you conduct them properly and do not overdo
them.  Be careful.

Q What is the best way of gotting at unconverted people
in our churches to lead them to Christ?

A. Give them a hearty welcome, eood accommodations,
carnest preaching; and kindly follow them up at their homes or
wherever you can reach them.

(). What would you do when jealousy creeps into a school
and drives out some of its hest workevs,

A. Drive jealonsy out with “the sword of the Spirit”
(I‘]]rh. vi. 17). Tt has no business in a school

Q. What is the advantago of reading in concert ?

A. Lt promotes attention, clear cnunciation, and general in
terost.

Q. What are the host plans for developing and fostering a
Benevolent and missionary spivit in onr xehools ?

AL |

A, Teach the childeen to give from principle. Let them
carn what they give, rather than ask parents and friends for
pennies. The gifts will amount to more, and will be veal beney-
olence.  Avoid the spirit of \‘um]wli(ifm in civing.

Q). How shall we get Sunday-school teachers to attend County
Conventions ?

A, Provide a rieh Bill of fare, of entertainment and instrue-
Gion, Advertise liberally, so as to reach every teacher. Pulpit
notices are poor things. They are a nuisunce 1o the minister,
and very fow people who hear them, remember them

Q. Will you he kind enough to give some explanation on
Acts, second chapter, respecting the cloven tongues?

Ao Towgue, to denote gift of specech. Fire, earnestnes
Cloven, the idea of various languages.

LETTER FROM MISS MACPHERSON.

Ton. Binea Frist said he had reecived aletter from Miss
Macpherson, with the request that he would read it to the Con-
vention.  He wonld take this oceasion to say that uny person,
who wixhed to adopt any of the orphans which Miss Macepherson
intended o bring out next summer, should address their letters
o his care at Belleville, and they would be forwarded to Miss
Macpherson  Mr. Flint then read the letter, as follows :—
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Tomy dear fellow-laborers among the little children :—Being
]n‘(‘\'t'lllml by a severe cold from being present at your farowell
meeting, allow me to say it will be my joy and privilege to
plead fervently. that the Lord Jesus, by 1is Holy Spirit, may
be in your midst in mighty power, melting every heart with
is wondrous love, causing the worldly and unsaved to say,
« Behold ! how these Christians love one another.””  « This com-
mandment have we from Him, that he who loveth God, love his
brother also.”” Go forth, beloved brothers, filled with this con-
steaining love, realising Paul's words, @ T can do all things
(J“-Hu;_rlf Christ strengthening me ;" with the Psalmist, exclaim-
ing, I love the Lord, because he is my strength.”

May 1 entreat your prayees when you have aceess al the
throne of grace, that it spaved in the providence of God to return
(o the old countey, and gather in another 400 of our poor perish-
ing wanderers, who are orphans and friendless in the millioned
peoplel city 5 and that our Heavenly Father will please guide
to the opening up of homes in Canada, where these precious young
immortals may bo trained for Grod, whilst learning to be honest
and industrions,  May [ be permitted by our loving Father, to
meel you next year in your Loudon, and sccure for you the
pr:lyoliw of God's people in owr Londow. In the meanwhile, may
the joy of the Lord be your strength.

Yours in Jesus,
ANNIE MACPHERSON.

RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS

Rev. (eeorae Beru moved that the cordial thanks of this
Convention be tendered to the Christian friends in Galt, who
havo so warmly welcomed the members of the Convention to
their hearts and homes; to the American hrethren, who have
ably aided in making the Convention suceessful ;o the Trastees
of the churches who have openod their places of worship for
our use; to the Town Council of Galt, for the use of the Hall;
and to the several Railway Companies, who have kindly granted
a deduction in the rate of fares to delegates and visitors,

The resolution was seconded and earried unanimously.

Rev. Mr. Livinasroze moved, seconded by Rev. J. MeKir-
LICAN, & vote of thanks to Prof: Maitland and his choiv.—Carried.

Prof. Magrrann briefly vetari o1 thanks on bohalf of him-
selt and his choir.
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RESULTS OF THE CONVENTION,

Rov. Geo. BELL said it had been their usual practice to pre-
pare a series of resolutions, embodying the results of the delib-
erations of the Convention. On this occasion, however, it was
thought better not to give a formal statement of the results in
tho shape of resolutions, but he was roquested to give an infor-
mal expression to what he conceived to be the results of the
present Convention. The reports show a gratifying progress in
tho Sabbath School work generally. Considerable progress has
been made in the work of county organization; and this Con-
vention will give us a docp dotermination to go back to this

work with great carnestnoss and enorgy. Another result of this |

Convention is a deoper impression of the absolute necessity of
earnest, careful, and prayerful study of the lesson on the part of
the teacher, to make him successful in his work. Also a deeper
impression of the necessity of teachers’ moctings, and the great
benefits resulting therefrom. A higher appreciation of the im-
portance and value of an oversight of the scholars by the teachers
during the weel, as well a in the class. I think at no former
Convention has been more fully brought out the subject of the
great responsibility of teachers in looking after their children
during tho week. ~The necessity of a belter equipment of our
Sabbath schools has been urged and discussed.  There is a great
room for improvment in this respect, and wo should not forget
our responsibility to provide the necessary outfit and equipment
for our Sabbath schools, and thus aid the work of the teacher.
And we have certainly received increased knowledge with
regard to the rise and progress of the groat Sabbath school work,
with regard to the fact that teaching is an important part of the
gospel means of grace, that it is a part of the church's work
just as much as preaching. This great truth being recognized,
the responsibility of the church to train up the young in Scrip-
tural truth is clearly established and enforced. ~Again, wo have
all been impressed with the vast importance of infant class
instruction,—of taking the little ones before their hearts are
hardened by contact with the world, and impressing their hearts
with the love of Jesus. And lastly, for I have not time to go
over all the subjects that have been discussed, we have dis-
cussed and we have been impressed with the vast importance of
Sabbath school agency in building up the church of Christ. And
let me say in conclusion, that if we go back to our work faith-
fully, there is mo uncertainty as to the results. The results of
faithful Sabbath school teaching are sure, and they are eternal.

Mr. MarrLann sung, ¢ Tell me the old, old story.”
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FAREWELL ADDRESSES.

Rev. Mr. CurisroPHERSON—The greatest difficulty under
which I labor at preseut, is the shortness of the time to which
I must confine myself in order to give my colleagues on this
gubject time to give utterance to the feelings of their hearts. It
is not a pleasent thing to say farcwell; yet the time has now
come for us to say farewell.  In saying that word, I am reminded
that there are two sections, so to speak, in this gathering. One
of them may be styled relatives of ours. It is ono of the most
plcnsing features of these Conventions, that in them nation
moets nation to consult together upon the Sabbath school ques-
tion. (Checrs.) I feel liko breaking in upon the formality of this
meeting and, taking my brethren by the hand, salute New York,
Connecticut, and Missouri in the person of their Sabbath school
laborers. I feel that I can do it in the name of the Sabbath
School Association of Ontario and Quebec. I need not remind
our brethren here to whom we are to say farewell, that we have
a very warm affection for the country from which they hail. We
all wish that it may continue to prosper in all that is noble, wise
and good. We have no desire for annexation in a political sense,
but we have as far as vegards Christian fraternity and brother-
hood. (Cheers.) The entwining of their flags was not a mere
form ; it was, [ believe, an expression of unity in Christian work
between Britain and America. We have, too, our dearly beloved
mother country represented in this Convention. I do wish the
honored lady who addressed us yesterday were prosent to-night,
that I might express to her, on your part, the gratification we
all felt at having with us one who is engaged in such a blossed
worl.

Rev. Mr. LiviNagsTtoNE—Let me tell our American friends
something of our country.  We have here a combination of all
nationalities ; and we have a country larger than Europe. We
have a great missionary work before us. It is to cover this
country with Sunday Schools. If we train up the children in
the right way we need have no doubts as to the character of the
men and women of our country.  We are glad to receive aid
from any country in this work, and we fully appreciato the
value of the assistance of our American friends, In bidding
them farewell, we do so with the hope that we shall see them
atour anniversaries every year, and in groater number. (Cheers.)

Mr. R. McLEeaN, Galt—I rise with feelings both of pleasure
and pain—pleasure, at the success of this Convention; pain at
having to part from those who have within the last three days
ministered so much to our edification and instruction, My friend
Mr. Christopherson and myself, had the temerity last yoar at
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Belleville, to ask the Convention to Galt. T heard a delogate say
to-day, that he had come to the little town of Galt with fear and
trembling, lest it would not be able to extend its hospitality to
¢ a number of delegates as was expected, I hope that

ar and trembling has now all vanished before the great succoss
of this convention. T love little ehildren, and T love the Subbath
School beeanse it brings the ehildren to- Christ. There is ond
motto in the Hall where we met this morning whicli is to this
effeet — Barly religions culture, the nation’s safety " Secular
education is important, bt relivions education, the training of
the chikdren to love God's word ands to love the Lord Jesug
Christ, alone can @ive that viehteonsness which exalteth a
nation.  With regard to this Convention, allow me to s - that
all the Christinn denominations In this town worked to make it
a suceess. Iany eredit ‘s tue. itis not due to one alone. It
would not e invidions T would name onr exeellent Mayor, who
went into the work from the heginning with his whole heart.
1 would also mention the Fditops of our Tocal newspapers, who
did everything in their power to make the visit of the delegates
pleasant and profitable. Also M. David Brown, who gave us
Jmuch assistance. Tam glad the Convention has succeeded so
well, and when in the course of time it again comes o Galt it
will find not a town but aeity, ablo and willing to accommodate
not merely a delecate Convention, but i miss meceting of all the
Sabbath School Tahorers of the conntry who can come (Checrs).
Rev. 11, Cray Trespsuni—Mre. Chairman and members of
this Couventio®, T can only say that | have most heartily
enjoyed every moment of time sinee T came over the Canada
border. Thic was the first time Tever saw your delightful
country, and it was all new to me. Never hefore was T so near
the North Pole, and never hefore did 1 reeeive such a warm
greeting. [ spoke to you last night of the rise of Sabbath
Schools, saying very little of their progress. T shall he able to
speak on the latter branch of the subject, hereafter, much more
offectively, from the evidence I have xeen of the progress of the
Sabbath School cause in this assembly.  Let me say, too, that
never before did T address a Sabbath” School gathering, in the
twelve years in which Thave been specially engaged in- this
worlk, \\'h);x'n‘ so large a portion of the whole audience repre-
sented the most emrnest, thoughtful and intelligent of the whole
Christian community. — And it was with no litte diftidence that
I attempted to =peak to you Ja<t evening on a subject to which
1 had given special attention for the last cight yeers, foeling
that T was before an awdience who would consider carefully and
intelligently every utterance of mine on the subject. 1 can only
say, that heneeforth Canadian Sunday School workers will be
foremost in my thoughts in connection with this subject, and I
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ghall look this way hereafter with something of a homo focling,
and with the feeling that brethren whom I love in Christ, who
are one with me in Him, are at work for the Ma-ter.  Tlie fiest
“l"'“l“" s al these farewell exercises, speaking as a n-urvwnt:lli\'\»
Canadian Christian, referred to your aficetion for our martyred
President. 1 ean xay, ax representing, I think, the true feeling
of American Christians on this subject, that e have a 1o less
sipeere and hearty affection and roverence for your living sove-
retgn. (Cheers.)  Nide byiside onmy own home study mauntel,
are card photographs of the President of the United States and
the Queen of Great Britain,  And to-day [ saw in one of your
shop windows a hetter representation of her whom we love as
the first among sovercigns and amoug women, one who has
shown how the highest and most exalted official position is con-
sistent with an exhibition of the noblest womanly and Christian
virtues; and T was only prevented making a purchaso of the
picture by being prosented with it by a loyul subject of Queen
Victoria.  (Cheers.)  1twill be kept by me as precious, both in
view of the eharacter represented by the person there delineated
and as a souvenir of this most delightiul gathering.  And hero
let me say 1 speak with heartiness on this subject of personal
sympathy which T have experienced since [ eame here, that no
one else in this room, Isuppose, can have, In my own personal
history, T have experienced a depth of fecling on this subiject, an
enjoyment of personal sympathyf, that makes mo appreciate it
better than L could have done without such experience.
Let me speak of a single illustration out of this personal experi-
ence. Lt was on the 18th of July, 18563, that [ was taken a
prisoner of war before Fort. Wagner, and carvied with other
prisoners to Charleston, and thrown into the comn on jail.  After
two days, being regarded as a spy, T was taken from my fellow-
prisoners, placed in solitary confinement, and was in hourly
expectation of death.  Aier alitle while T was admitted, not
among their prisoners ofwar, but thrown among a lot of the
vilest eriminals of the city,  There were men who were hoasting
of cold-blooded murder, thongh waiting only a fow days to be led
to the gallows.  There were those there who were indulging in
the foulest specch and the most fearful blasphemy that ever
polluted the Tips of vile men. The very atmosphere was polluted.
I shrank from contact with those about me, 1 climbed into a
solitary stone window, in the further cell upon which T huddled
myself together, drawing my knees up and vosting my chin upon
them to avoid the notice and violence of those about me. I
thought over the sad condition of my country at that time—it
wils the week of the July viots in Now York; 1 thought of my
own comrades who wore captured with me, one of whom Iloved
better than lifo itself. 1 thought of my own regiment just out
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of an engagement, and wondered what was the fate of those I
loved there. I thought of my loved ones at home, one of whom
was on a death-bed when 17last heard from them, and whose
death T learned by the first letter that afterwards reached me,
I thought of myself in that dreadful place, expecting to be led out
to the gallows. There was gloom and only gloom in my lot ay
it scemed just th&n. Tt seemed as if the walls were so closo
abouy me that I conld not breathe. It seemed as if it would be
a relief to go out from that place, even to the gallows—anywhero
out of the oppression of that horrid cell.  While T was thus
buddled up in that window, filled with these reflections, T felt a
touch on my shoulder; 1 looked up and saw a bright face turned
towards mine, and heard words of tenderness spoken to me.
« My friend, I guess you are hungry ; will you have some bread ?”
He had a loaf of nice white bread, and handed it to me. T was
hungry, but not for bread. I was being better fed by his look
and his.words. He left the leaf on my knee saying 1 would need
it by and by, and went away. I was not as he had found me.
The walls scomed to have moved bock ; the ceiling to have been
uplifted. I was not alone in the world, I had a friend near at
hand ; his heart beat with mine. 1 dropped from the window,
and made my way to the man. ¢ Who are you 2 said I. “Ohl,
Tam a Yankee prisoner.” You may believe I took no less interest
in him on that account. ~He had not known at the time that
I was & Union soldier; but I found he was a loving follower of
Christ, and had been a laborer in the Sabbath School. I found a
followship and sympathy with him that I shall never forget.
And sinco that Christian sympathy from any brother goes home
to my heart.  And though I am not in prison now, I feel none
tho less grateful for the sympathy which you have shown me as
fellow worker with you in a common cause, and hopo to be a
follow citizon of a common’ country which we hope to inherit.—
(Cheers).

Rev. Mr. Maruiva—Having been connected with the Execu-
tive Committe almost ever since theso Conventions were held, I
naturally shared the anxiety of those who had the getting up
of this meeting. Tam vory thankful it has been 8o successful;
and T leave it with tho feeling that Sabbath School Conventions
can be, and with the determination to do all in my power to
make them, much better than any of our previous Conventions.
I hope our brethren who share in this success will assist us to
make each succeeding Convention better than its predecessor.
I some of those good friends, who gometimes give us the benefit
of their criticism and occasional fault-inding, would only writo
to our Secretary before the (lonvention meets, making such
suggestions as may occur {0 them, and especially giving tho
names of capable men in the country who will take a share
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of the work of the Convention, we will be much obliged. Now
two or three words to Galt. Oneis, well done; and another isl
many thanks, from us who have been your guests ; another is good’
bye, and another is, God bless you. "I have only one word more
to say, and that is that we in Toronto—I think I make bold
to speak on behalf” of the Sabbath school teachers and pastors,
and members of the churches there —are very anxious
to reciprocato the hospitality which we have received on ocea-
sions like this, and when your sons or yonr daughters come to
Toronto, as many of them do for business, for education, tor
travel, or for pleasure, do not forget to give them a letter of
introduction to some pastor, or Sabbath school Superintendent or
teacher, and remember this, that many of these lotters of intro-
duction are not presented; so when you write them, write also
to the person to whom the letter is an introduetion, so that he
may look them up. And T would also say a word of invitation
on behalf of our Young Men's Christian” Association. 1.do so
with the more pleasure because the Sabbath School Association
and Young Men’s Christian Association cach assist the other, and
both in their own department are doing a good work. Youywill
find & Sccretary thero who gives his whole time to the work
and is there to receive young men, coming as strangers to thc,
city, and to direct them to proper boarding houses, You will
also find a committee to assist them in obtilining employment ;
and so on. '

Hymn—

Rev. C. PErRIN, of Georgotown, said at that late hour and
after the speeches they had listened to, it would be out of place
for him to make a speech.  He had engaged in the excrcises of
the Convention, and believed he would go back to his work with
more earnestness and dovotedness from what he had heard.
Farewell, brother workmen, we go out to work for Josus to
gather in the children, so that they may shine as jewels in Ythe
Master's crown.  We hear a great deal now-a-days of the neces-
sity of an educated soldiery.  How much more the necessity of
those who are engaged in training the children for Jesus, of
teaching them of Jesus and his love, being thoroughly propn;'od
for the work ; for uporrthe proper training of our youth depends
the welfare of our country.

Mr. Green, of Lopdon, England, expressed the pleasure

he felt at being present at the Convention, He urged the im-

ortance of every Christian doing nomethinlé of missionary work.
g

There was one feature in the Sabbath School work ‘that he
thought was not sufficiently recognized. That was that the
might all do some missionary work in connection with the Sab-
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bath School.  Every Salbath School might be made a little mis-
gionary society 10 work in its own loeality.  He suggested the
holding of meetings of parents alone to talk over the Sabbath
School.  This he considered might be made an important meuns
of interesting parents in the school, and securing their co-opera:
tion. There was little probability of hix ever again being in
Galt, but he would never forget it while he continued to remem-
ber anything on carth. May grace, merey aml pezee from God
the Iather, and the Lovd Jesus Christ, through the power and
onlpuln‘ing of the Holy Spirit, be upon this Convention, and wpon
all your ministers and Sabbath School laborers, and your pre-
cious children, to-night and forever. Amen.

Mr. D, McLray, Toronto—Farewell has Leen very lovingly
and allectionately said to our Ameriean brethren and the friendy
in Galt, but there are others—those who have taken no-part in
the Convention exeept as listeners, and the word farewell goes
to their hearts. It may Le that you may never mingle ivsuch
blessed, precious seenes i you Bave mingted in to-night.  God
forbid that it should be farcwell, never to meet on the blessed
happy shore. 1 have something to say to you teachers and I
will kay it in four words—work, water, wateh, wail Work lov-

Iy, carnestly, pray erfully, sincercly ;) water the seed sown
with your tears; wateh for souls, wateh with that intense yearn

5
ing carnestness that ought to characterize every thiul teacher;

wait confidently—God has promised; the results are ¢ rtain, I
we could only trust God as we trust our fellowsghow casy amat-
ter would ouv work hecome. Will you go from this Convention
to trust God more than ever you have done before 7 Let us go
back to our work thoroughly imbued with its spirit. Farewell;
oh! may you all fare well in that upper, thit brighter, that
better land, where we shall never say goc d bye, but where
with our blessed, loving Jesus, we shall be beyond the veach of
“Aarewell”

Rev. Mr. TavLor—We are all one. Whether we form one
side of the boundary line or the other, we are all working in the
same cause, all fighting under the rame Lanner of our great
Japtain. And though when we meet the banner of Great Bri-
tain is entwined with the Stars and Stripes. though we ave of

different nationalties, it is all the same work ; hand joins with §

hand and heart with heart. When we meet we pray to the samo
God for blessing, and as we separate 10 go hack to our respective
countries, we ask that the direeting power and love of the same
God, the same Holy Spirit, the sme blessed Jesus, may follow
us, Lo protect us and cheer us inour werk. lere your have an
aggregation of almost every class under the sun.— Verily, upon
the other side of the border we have. Have wo not * Parthiaus,
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and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia ?”
Have we not Jew and Greel, and African and Chinese 7 And
ghall we not learn lessons from them all 2 1t cheers me when I
hear you unite in that anthem—God save the Queen,”  When
[ seo Vietoria virtuous and happy upon her throne; and when I
look at the late leader of fashions sneaking out at the back door
of the Tuilleries, attended by only one servant, fighting her way
to retirement whoerever she can find it, I refleet what is the dif-
ference between them.  One is Queen of a Christian nation; the
other is an ox-Empress of the least God-fearing nation amongst
the civilized nations of the carth. What is the difference to-day
between England and France? England, the nation from which
wo receive our Christianity ; France, the nation, from the capi-
tal city of which, we receive debauche and  licentiousness
cenough to corrupt every city and every town upon the American
continent.  Christianity upon the one hand; infidelity upon the
other.  Let us learn a lesson from wherever we can—from Eng-
land, from France, from the patient, enduring Chinese. We have
them in our country ; they are skilful and patient in their work,
and set our people a good example in soveral ways.  They are
very apt to learn, and T understand some of them have becomo
very creditablo church members,  We do not know yet the
capabilities of the Chinese nation.  We can use all these nations
as object lessons, 80 to speak, and it is our duty as teachers to
use every means in our power to impress truth upon the children
wo aro endeavoring to teach.  Let us go on together.  So far as
religion is concerned our work is one. In the great work of
teaching Jesus Christ and Iim crucified, Him raised from the
dead, Him glorified, Him sitting upon the throne, we are one,
whether Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, or
to whatever country we belong. The work of teaching the
blessed gospel of Jesus to our children is all the same. Let us
look for the greatest, largest, most glorious result. And my last
word to you is this, be sure that the Christian teacher that goes
to his work—whother it be in the class or in the pulpit or at the
home fireside—with a faithful heart and an earnest desire to serve
his Master and to bring souls to Him, will have his reward. And
when the work of this life is done, and he goes down into the
dark valloy of the shadow of death, he can sing with his last
expiring breath—

‘“The soul that on Jesus hath lean'd for repose,

He will never, no never desert to his foes ;

That soul, though all hell shall endeavour to shake,

He will never, no never, no never forsake.”

Rov. Mr. Smirs, Galt—Mr. Chairman and Chri%;inn friends,

one word in closing. A delegate said to me this Porning, “I
/




130

think that we ought all to be deeply thankful to the (}:\lt%cnple
for furnishing such a treat as we have enjoyed at this Conven-
tion.” 1 think that the Galt people here will say that the treat
is in the other dirvection, and that it is they who ought to feel,
and do feel deeply thankful for this Convention. (Cheers). It
was a treat to us all to hear Mr. Taylor the other night; and
when he described the old negress singing in her lonely cabin
of the lovo of Jesus, it brought tears {o many eyes. It was also,
T am sure, a treat to us to hear Mr. Trumbull giving us such an
admirable, original and exhaustive address on the position of
the Sabbath School—a paper that will serve when civeulated the
great purpose of raising the Sabbath School in our estimation,
‘And we will not soon forget the thrilling addressos of Father
Paxson, and thé instruetion and pleasure we have derived from
all tho delegates.  And Tonly express the feelings of us all,
when I say that it is a matter of gratification to us to find so
many brethren from ho different evangelical churches and from
both sides of the line, met together without the slightest dis-
cord, or a word to mar the brotherly feeling that has pre-
vailed. Tt would have been impossible to tell from the tone of
the addresses whether the spenkers were Congregationalists,
Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists or good sound Calvinistic
Presbyterians.  The Convention has made vy feel that we are
all one in the Lord Jesus Christ, and has bound us together
in stronger affection than cver. And 1 speak for the Galt
people when [ say that it has been a great treat, not only to
meet these hrethren, but to have them at our firesides in our
homes. 1 feel sure that ool vesults will flow from this Con-
vention.. It will stiv up a more active spirit in connection
with Sabbath School work; we will go to work more intelli-
gently, with a higher appreeiation of the work, and a deeper
spirit of devotion (o it.  We have heen inspired and instructed
and encouraged, and T am sure one result of this Convention
will be to greatly forward the eanse of Sabbath Schools in Galt
and its m‘ig_rhlmrlmnrl, and indeed throughout the whole country.
And T hope that all of us will wo forwand in the great work in
which we are engaged, the great work-/of our common Master,
with a stronger faith than we have ever had before. 1 now
very regretfully bid the delegates farewell. [ do not like to
use that word, but the time has come to say it.  Good bye,
dear friends; God speed us all from this time forth in our
blessed Master’s work, and God grant that we may have many
precious souls, to shine as jewels in our crowns for ever. (Cheers)

Ths Convention then engaged in prayer, led by Rev. Mr.
Johnson.

Hymn—" All hail the power of Josus’ name.”
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The PrestpENT—I have only to say that it has been a
matter of pleasure to me to preside over this Convention, and I
am sure that it will bear fruit in Galt, which will be seen for
many o long day to come. (Cheers .

The Doxology was then sung; Rev. Mr. Trumbull pro-
nounced the benediction, and the Convention adjourned, to meet
again in London, in October, 1871,

NOTICE.

At the prayer meeting in Knox Church, Galt, it was pro-
poscd by Rov. J. Briggs, that one hour a week be spent in prayer
for the succoss of the next Provinecial Association.

APPENDIX.

On the morning of Friday the 14th inst., a large number of the
Delegates who had been attending the meetings of the Convention at
(ialt, were detained at Harrisburg station, for two hours, waiting the
arrival of the train for the West. The time was most profitably and
pleasantly spent ; in fact the work of the Convention was continued on
a small scale. A number of spirit stirring hymns were sung, prayer
was offered, and practical, pointed addresses were delivered by the
Rev. Mr. Bell, of Clifton, Father Paxson, from Missouri, and others,

Father Paxson also read the beautiful hymn, «The Old, Old
Story,” a few verses of which, only, are usually sung, and these few,
therefore, are all that many are acquainted with. The hymn, as a
whole, tells very beautifully the old, old story of a Saviour’s life, suf-
ferings, death and resurrection, and all present felt it profitable and
pleasant to listen to it. 3

After a short prayer, very suitable to the circumstances of those
assembled, by Father Paxson, the meeting broke up, everyone seeming
to feel that it was good to have been there.”
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; TlmmcsfordA

(lifton.
Clifton.
St. Mary’s.
Oalkville.
Toledo, Ont.
Tamntn
'Crosshill.
Mt. Forest.
Washington,




Blaikie, J. I
Blair, Jus.
Bl\(knd\hr D.

Blackstock, Rev. M.

Blackwell, Miss ..
Briggs, Rev.
Briggs, SR
Briggs, M

Brown, Re
Brown, G

Brown, Rev. R..
Brown, Mrs
Burnett, R....

Cameron, Rev. J....

Carroll, €
Carter, M
Cumpbcll, Tho:
(hristie, A.
(lark, I1.
(Clark, Miss Alice.
Clarke, Rev. R.
(lemens, G.
Jolling,
Cope, 11. €
(oates, Mrs
" Qook, J. R
Craig, W..
Crane, Rev
Cranston, J
(Crozier, C
(Crosson, J .-
Crowder, 1
Curry, G.
Curry, W..

Daugharty, Rev. G. f

Denton, J
Denny, Rev. 1.
Denny, Mrs
Dougan, J..
Dougan, l\llﬁ i
Douglass, Rev.J

... Wesley
~ Primitive Methodist,

. Baptist ...
. Baptist

. Baptist
1
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DENOMINATION.

4G nmnl\ P r\‘\by(u‘mn‘

Wesleyan Methodist,

it I l\llll(l\l Methodist,

¢ Methodist,

] ((vll"hw\'lnl\ ll
. Congre LMIUIH]

Canada P n~b)urmn

yi

.. Congregation: al .

( ml”l'(“_‘;lllﬂll al
| Congr grational .

- Y le\_) n \In(lmvhst

New Con. Methodist,
Bible Christian

~ Methodist Ipiscopal,

I Wesl cyan Methodist,
| Baptist.....

| Baptist .
| Wesleyan \l\(hmhﬁ( !

B

Toronto.
Morrisbank.
| Brantford.

. Goderich.

Brantford.
(eorgetown.
Toronto.
Toronto.
(lale tlnn

Conestago.

st *(laremont.
. Woodstock.

Brampton.
xbridge.
Toronto.
Toronto.
Toronto.
Welland.
Galt.
London.
Brantford.
Prescott.

. dt. Catharines.

Port Hope.
Iollin.

N, Dumfries.

sl ist, | Weston.
e ml H!n in Christ,
. Baptist

- Canada Presby

Sheftield.
Wolverton.

Ayr.

.. St George.

(forinth.
Alton.

Alton.

St. Catharines,
St. Catharines.
Uxbridge.




Douglass, Moses
Drummond, |
Dunbar, Rev. .
Durrant, M........
Dyre, Rev. W. R

Fdmonson, Rev.
Erb, Ao
Elliot; € Hijess
Elliot, Mrs

Taireloth, J. M.
Tinch, Miss..
Flint, Hon. B.
Tlagler, Miss.
Freeman, J. W
Freeman, Mi
Fraser, Rev. M
Fraser, Miss (',
Fras

I'ry, I

Gage, W 1I..
Gage, Mrs.......
Garret, 8
Gieddes, C. R
Gillespie, |
Gioble, N
Gable, J. (
Goble, M
Goldsmith, .
Greenfield, J
Griffith, Rev.
Graham, T,
Graham, Mr:
Grrott,

Green, )
Guthrie, |

Guthrie, Mrssosmmns

Hagerman, J
Hall) Miss S...
Hamilton, R...

- Wesley

DENOMINATION.

.. Canada Presbyterian
. Wesleyan Methodist,

Canada Presbyterian

.. Wesleyan Methodist,

Wesleyan Methodist,

Preshyterian

- Primitive Methodist,
. Churehof England.

Churehiof Eugland .,

Wesleyan Methodist,
Buptist
Methodis

Y
Presbyterian. ..
Wesleyan Methodist
\\'owh}.m Me lluulM

Canada I'n-ab)(umn

P. 0. ADDRESS,

Elora.
Rocbuck
Glenmorris,
Winterbourne.
St. George,

Columbus,
Widder Station,
Belleville,
Belleville,

Toronto.
- Weston,

Belleville,
Lockport, N. Y.
Wellington Square.
Princeton,

Barrie

Strabane,

Galt.

| South Cayuga.

United Brethren. ...

. Chureh of England.

Baptist
Baptist
Suptist

Preshyterian

Wesleyan Methodist,

. Canada Preshyterian
. Canada Presbyterian |

l{\ rlin.
Toronto.
Goble's Corners.
Gioble’s Corners.
Goble's Corners.

Brighton
Toronto.

Srantford.
\\'vl]ingtun Square.
Wellington Square,
Brantford,

London.
Ayr.
Ay,

Unionville.
| Claremont.
Motherwell,




Tlenderson, Miss
Helmer, Jos..

Helmer, Mist...
Helmer, J. ...
Hinman, G. P.
Histon, Rev. J.

Hughan, Rev. W. 8.

Hunter, Mrs. G

Hume, Rev. R

Tnglis, Ao
Tnglis, Miss J

Trwin, S. P

Janes, R. A
Janes, Mrs..
Jardive, R. C..o
Jeffery, Rev.J.
Jeffery, Mrs
Jennings, Mrs.
Jones, Judge 8. J
Jones, Rev. S.
Jones, J ...
Jolmson,

Johnston, Rev. 1.

Kam,
Kay, W....
Kennedy, W.
Kennedy, D.
Kempster, C.
Keele, J
Keeper, Rev. B. B.
Kitchie, A..
Kirk, D....
Kirk, Thos..
King, W.!
Killman, R.

. PKrapp, Rev. S

Laird, J. G..
Laing, Jas....
Leeming, I1. B....

p. 0. ADDRESS,

| g -
|

| Preshyterinn.......... I (ifton.

.| Preshyterian.... .‘ Liackport, N. Y.

. Presbyterian.
. Presbyteri
. Baptist.... .. | Wicklow
New Con. Methodist, | Copetown.
" Primitive Methodist, | Toronto.
.. Taronto.

. Congregational
St. George.

Preshyterian

. Preshyterian...

Preshyterian.... \

New Con. Methodist | Aurora.
|

. Wesleyan Methodist, Ingersoll.
Wesleyan Methodist, Tngersoll.
Preshyterian St. Catharines.
W sleyan Methodist, - Malton.
Wesleyan Methodiat, | Malton.

| Malton.
. Wesleyan Methodist,  Brantford.
(hurch of England. Belleville.
. Baptist | Toronto.
. Wesleyan Methodist, Willowdale.
. Wesleyan Methodist, | Toronto.

. Baptist
(anada Presbyteri
Wesleyan Methodist, Toronto.
.. Canada Presbyterian Guelph.
. New Con. Methodist Ilamilton.
.. Wesleyan Methodist, Omamee.
.. Wesleyan Methodist, Brantford.
.. Presbyterian | Galt.
Wesleyan Methodist, | Kirkton.
(loneregational Newmarket.
Preshyterian ... Buxton.
(‘anada Presby
Fvan'l Association... Cumpdiné

. Wesleyan Methodist, Fergus.
Preshyterian....... . Rogerville.
. Congregational ... Brantford.

| Lockport, N. Y.
Lockport, N. Y.

Lint
Linta
Livin
Lorin
Lugs

Mart
Maca
Marli
Mars
Macl
Manl
Mart
Mart
Mars
Mart:
Maed
Melvi
Meye
Meik
Meik
Mille
Milla
Mills
Morr
Mort.
Mort
Mors
Morr
Moor
Mon
Muir
Muir
Mull
Mull
Murr

McA
MeC
MeC:




arines.

wrket.

).
Pelbam.

Lm(ou

Linton, J
Livingstone, J. A
Lorimer, J. A
Lugsdin,

Martit; G «.coiin

Macallum, R
Marling, Rev. F
Marshall, P.
Maclem, O..
Manly, Rev.
Martin,
Martin, (
Marshall, Mrs.
Martin, S. S.
Macdonald, J. K
Melvin, W...
Meyer, Rev. I
Meikle, Rev. W..
Meikle, Mrs.
Miller, W ..
Millard, Rev.
Mills, J. H
Morrow, K
Morton, A
Morton, Mis
Morse, (1. A.
Morris, A.
Moore, J. D.
Monroe, Rev. A..
Muir, Rev. J. B
Muir, Rev. M..
Mullan, Rev. J. |
Mullan, Mrs..
Murray, Miss 8

MecAllister, Rev. J.......

McCalla, W J
McCalla, Mrs...

N Baptist .

Miss G.....

.| Baptist........

\ DENOMINATION

‘ W w]c) an Methodist,
Wesleyan Methodist,

Canada Presbyt 'r|.'|||

| ( unada Presbyte

w ‘ New Con. Methodist,
.| Congregational
. Congreg,

Presbhyteri
Church of
Congregatiof

.| Bap tlﬂt

\Vu‘]oy an Me tlm«lm

Wesleyan Methodist,
Canada Preshyterian

\\‘v&l(‘y i Methodist,
Evan'l Association..
.l[hldd I’l ‘lbytu'mn

i I’rcubyu'r'

Baptist....
Methodist Epi
Wesleyan Mel llmrlm
Preshyterian

..| Presbyterian..........
o| Baptistioeomma

..| Preshyterian
..| Canada Presby

Church of Engla

Church of En

..| Church of En
..| Canada Presbyteriun |

Prebsyterian

| P. 0. ADDRESS.

| ( lifton.
Bumml
Leaskdale.
New Aberdeen.
I Brampton.

Toronto.

Hespeller
Unionville.
Toronto.

Chippawa.

Toronto.

hnl:lg's Corners.
Belleville.

‘ Stratford.
Torouto.
Toronto.
Norval.

' St. Jacob's.
| Oakville,

| Oukville.

| Galt.
Toronto.

‘ London.

| Princeton.

| Toronto.
Montreal.
| North Dumfries,
Morriston.
| Galt
Toronto.

; ‘ Holbrook.

Holbrook.
Strabane.

New Con. Mtlhodwt‘ Lynden.

St. Catharines.

..| Canada Presbyterian | St. Catharines.




MeDougall, J
McDonald, Miss
MeDonald, Rev.
Metiuire, Rev. T
MeKinney, G..
MeKilliean, Re
McKinnon, Mr.
McKee, Mr
MeKenzie,
MeLean,
MeLean,
MeLean, Rev

Nixon, '
Nichol, G G
Nicholson, J..

Arthure. .o

: Mg
Norton, Rev. |
Northrup. C....

Oliver, W..
Omla, D.

O'meara, Rev.

Page,

Paxson, Stephet
Patton, Rev. G
]’m'lxnn

cr
Patton,
Pettigrew,
Perrin, Rev. ¢

iine,

son, Rev. It W.

. Canada ]’1« shyterian

A Baptist

DENOMINATION

Presbyterian

. Methodist Kpiscopal,

Baptist
Canada Presbyterian |
Wesleyan Method

(Clongregational

. Pre shyter

(fanada Presbyter

. Canada Presbyterian

Primitive '\hlhmlht‘

Montreal.

. 0. ADDRESS.

Tngersoll,
\p arta,
Glenallan,

i 0 unpboll s Cross,

AV |\l\lx\r M tion.

Gl .h
Toronto,
Strabr

i "T'oronto.
| North Dumfries.

. l‘l'ilmtl\o Methodist,
 Primitive Methodist,
' Primitive Methodist, |
.. Preshyterian

. Baptist........

o Canada Preshyterian

New Con. Methodist |

. (Chureh of England .

Methodist Episeopal
daptist ...

. Preshyter

Preshyter

. Preshyterian.

We ~14\ m Me tlnull t,

.|,|]m\(
. Preshyteri

Baptist..

’atterson.
Toronto.

North Dumfries.
Hamilton.
Campbell’s Cross.
Campbell's Cross,
St. Catharines,

| Musselburgh,

Ayr.
Galt,
Port Hope.

Galt,
St Louis, Mo.

Paris.

North Dumfries,
Almonte.
Almonte,
Brantford.
!’Iil'i*.

Ratho.
Gieorgetown.
Round Plains
Branchton.
Montreal.

Porlu J
Porter,
Pratt, C

mith, R




ADDRESS, . DENOMINATION, 0. ADDRESS

1. Phelps, € ... Wesleyan ,\Ivtlm«llsl,“ Brantford Town'p.
L Phelps, W.... i \Vusl}‘yxm Methodist, | Mt. Pleasant.
ickard, Rev. R. ..| Baptist. ‘ IHornby.
n. I - \\'(‘\ll)vlll 1 ‘ Picton.
II's Cross, . .. Canada Pre \lgtm w | Brampton.
il Porter, Ml .. Canada Presbyterian{ Brampton.
Station. L1 11 O P———— Baptist. l London,
1.
on. TRaymer, ) SS——— New Menonite...... | Bogerove,
Ratcliffe, J ; o L‘:umxln l’u‘\h\lumu Columbus.
i Renni . shy an Ferens,
c. Reid, I, . Ventnor,
1. I(cmnl.&nn, J reshyteris . North Dumfries.
N, It R. ..l Preshy . ... London,
Dumfries. ]{Mmdqml Rev. W....... ll(*khytwl.m . Tilsonburg,
s Mrs. .. Presbyterian..........  Tilsonbu
Shakspeare.
son. cer, R . B. ('lnuch of Seotland. ' Leith.

0. Roger, Rev. W. ) fanada I lw-l»\ terian - Petrolia.
Dumfrics. Robb, Miss. . ... ..l Cane 1‘ < ': Brampton,
fon, 55, Revi W Wi W Toronto.
cll's Cross. s ; AW ur«lv jun \luthnrlm Taronto.
ell's Cross, ey .4 Pri lmm\'n Me (hm]lst, Toronto.

i

tharines. vl .. Baptist . London,
Iburgh. rtson, .. Camada Preshyterian ' Strabane,
... Canada Presbyterian . Guelph,
) e T Baptist ...... ... (ioble’s Corners.

Tope. alishury, I'.. .. Presbyterian,. . B m(tunl
kville, Wm. Senr i :
kville, Jas. Junr.

ouig, Mo. ack . .. Baptist . Bewdley,
; .. United Brethren. ... | Freeport,
. Dumfries. : .. Wesleyan Methodist,  Plattsyille.
nte. o s 1+ Methodist, Paris.
nte. ippre " ] Ll . Wolverton,
ford. i 5, T. M hure . Galt.
. ..‘ Chureh of |‘m~ and ., Galt.
0 imons, Mis .. Church of Encland.  Galt.

wetown. i Canada Preshyterian - Brampton,
d Plains . Canada Presbyterian Brampton.
chton. i i d Baptist... . Blora

real. mith, I{cv. W. W - Luuwnwmnn.ll . Pinegrove,
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NAME,

Smith, Rev. J. K
Snider, Miss .
Straith, Rev. J.
Stinson, G. G
Stone, H.
Stenegal,
Stringfellow
Stewart, A..
still, J..
Stennett,

Sunto, Miss I
Sutherland. M. B.
Speers, Mrs, A
Speers, W...
Sutherland, M
Swift, Rev.J. R.

Taylor, Rev.
Taylor, Miss .
Thomas, .
Thomas, Mis
Thompson, V
Thowpson, 3.
Thompson, A
Thompscn, Thos
Thomson, J A....
Thornton, Rev. Dr.
Thorrington, J.....
Trumbull, Rev. I1. (
Turnbull, J. A

Unsworth, Rev. J. ...

Van Buren, 11

Watt, W
Wagg, Coleman.
Walker, Robert.

Wallace, Hugh
Waters, Rev. Dr.
Wilkie, T. J..
Williams, W..
Williams, Rev W...

‘\
|-
|

..., Presbyterian..

.| Primitive Methodi

.| Primitive Method

" Methodist

DENOMINATION. P. 0. ADDRE

-~ S

| Canada Presbyterian | Galt.

Wesleyan I\Iuthmliﬂt,‘ Kglington.

(lanada Presbyterian | Tngersoll,

‘ Wesleyan Methodist, | Ingersoll.

| Presbyterian | Galt.
Iivan'l Association.. | Chippawa.

| Wesleyan Methodist, | Kirkton.

| Presbyteri

“ Presby

. Presbyterian... | Brampton

. Presbyterian ¢ Ayr.

. Wesleyan Methodist, Toronto.

. Wesleyan Methodist, | Norval.

. Wesleyan Methodist, Norval.

. Wesleyan Methodist, | Toronto.

. Primitive Methodist, Toronto.

| New York.
New York.

. Humber.

.. Primitive Methodist, | Brantford

| Granton.
Camilla.

. Prerbyte

.. Wesleyan Methodist, | Washington

| Now Con. Methodist, Corinth.
Presbyterian . London.
, | Torento
.| Drin,
Oshawa.
Tiverton
.| Hartford, Couj

| Greorgetown

| Presbyterian | Chicago, U.§

. Canada l’rc.».hyluriun‘ Brantford

Freeport
Primitive Methodist | Toronto.
Presbyterian

.| Primitive Methodist, | Toronto.
(unada Presbyterian | St. Mary's.

| Congregational ...... | Toronto.

- Congregational . | Toronto.
..., New Con. Methodist

Toronto.

g in spelli




P, 0. ADDREW

I
DENOMINATION. l\ P. 0. ADDRESS.

b |

AT mot, T. 11 | Wesleyan Methodist, Milton.
arsoll. , Mrs. J. g ‘\\'csl«y:m Methodist, | Milton,
aioll. e | Yorkville.
t?” | | {E‘v:m'l x\ﬂﬁociuition... | St. Jacob's,

i | Congregationa | Brantford.
:'[l)(rimrd 3, ...l Church of England. | Galt.
fiitoi. pdward, J. M..........| United Brethren.... " W. Montrosc.
milla, Iverton, C.E. Baptist..... .. Grimsby.
smpton ght, Miss M... Presbyterian, ..| Clyde.
:L.Hllﬂ. mans, C. W. . ‘ Wesleyan Methodist, | Galt.
cval. ans, Rev. {i Vil’l'tzﬁl\y(criun.... .. Winterbourne,
val. . .
::unl\n. N.B.—The above list is }aken from the entry-books at the;Canven-
. others attended who did register their names at the time, con-

pntly they do not appear here.  In many cases it has been found

w York. It to decypher the signatures; it is hopcd, therefore, that any
w York. 8 in spelling them will be excused. /
umber.
runtford

shington
orinth.
ondon.
orento
rin.
shawa,
iverton
[artford, Cou
Jonsfort.

reorgetown
Shicago, U.§

Srantford
‘reeport
['oronto.
Ayr.
T'oronto.
St. Mary's.
Toronto.
Toronto.
Toronto.




ADVERTIBEMENTS.

DUDLEY & BURNS,
BOOK & JOB PRINTERS,

VICTORIA HALL, MELINDA ST.

ENTRANCE FROM KING STREET, NO. 11,

o

D. & B. having removed their office to the Vietoria Hall
and added largely to their stock, are prepared to exccute overy
description of

BOOK & JOB PRINTING,

In a manner unsurpassed by any office in Canada.

Bill Heads,
Cards,
Letter-heads,
Labels,
Hand-=bills,
Posters,
Law Forms,
Appeal Books,
&C.y &C.y &o

pay Particular attention given to Printing in Colors.

Orders from friends in the country will reccive prompt

attention.

Rl

HE
8

Stock o

SU!

kept fo:
of the

(or ther
a great
of from
t0 o BpC

UNIO

The fol

The
The
The
The
The
The

Catal




oria Hall
cute cvery

NG

s

oks,
LCay &C/

lors.

ivo prompt

UPPER CANADA

Religions Teact and Book  Jociety,

HE undersigned desives to iraw the attention of Ministers and Sunday
T School Superintendents and Teachers to the extensive and varied

Stock of

SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES,

kept for gale by the Society, at its Depository ; noting more especially those
of the LONDON TRACT SOCIETY, in parcels of 55, 100, and 170 volumes
(or thereby), at the nett Reduced Price ot $9, $17, and $34 respectively ; and
a great variety of the publications of other English houses, put up in boxes
of from 5 to 50 volumes, and at prices ranging from $1 to $12 per box, subject
to a special discount to Sunday Schools,

—ALSO—
UNION IIYMN BOOKS,
UNION QUESTIONS,
BATEMAN'S IIYMNS,
SUNDAY SCHOOL PRIMERS & READING BOOKS.

LIBRARY REGISTERS,
CLASS BOOKS,
ROLL BOOKS,
MINUTE BOOKS, &oe

The following English Perviodicals supplied, Postage Free, at Prices quoted,
B 1ung P ' ) q i
Payable strictly in Advance,

The Children's Paper (English) ..”. 81 75 per doz. per annum.
The Child's Paper (American) 176 = 4

The Child's Companion. ............ 350

The Children’s Friend 350

The Band of Hope Review.......... 200

The British Workman ............. 350

Catalogues of Libraries furnished Free on application.
JOHN YOUNG,

Depositary,

102 Yonge Street, Toronto.
Nov,, 1870.




REDUCTION OF

MASON, AND HAMLIN, AND G. A. PRINCE & CO'S

NEW AND VALUABLE IMPROVEME

CABINET ORGANS & MELODEONS

RESONANT CASES, WITII VOX-HUMANA, EUPHONE,
AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL STYLES.

The concecded pre-eminenee of the AMASON & HAMLIN and G A,
PRINCE & CO'S Instemments over allothers for Pram and  Vouryg
of Tosk, Ssootnagss il Prienion of Aerios, Caracrry for I S10N
and Frrecr, Quieksess of Uireansce. &og penders them invaluable in
sustaining a large Chorus, cither in the Crion, CONGREGATION, SABBATR
Scuoors, o Concrrr-Rooy

They bear the ungualificd approval and recommendations of the fore.
most Musicians of the world for tese qualities, combmed with superiority
of workmanship and nnfailing Reve ranion por Kegeise iy Trae

The following Styles, cmbrwing recent improvements, are the best for
the price of any instriment made, theie capaeity, purity of tone, and
power, makes them the most populiv Oreans Loth in Furope and America,

1.—DPortable Organ, by Mason & Hamlin. 4 octaves, Wal-
- with Automatic Bellows Swell, Tmproved Center Pressure Reed
ce,, koo Price $00
5 B9.—Automatic Organ, by G A Prince & Co. 5 ooctaves,
Walnut Case, with Automatic Bellows Swell and Tremulant Stop. I'rice $100,

STYLE A.—Metropolitan Organ, by Mason & Hamlin, 5 octaves,
Walnut Case, with one set of vibrators throughout. Improved Graduated
Self-adjusting Reed Valves, Tremulant Stop, &c. Price $100.

STYLE 53.—Automatic Organ, by G. A, Prince & Co h octaves,
Walnut Pancled Case. Two sets of Reeds. 6 Stops, with Patent Graduated
and Divided Swell. Price o

STYLE C.—Mectropolitan Organ, by Mason & 1 anlin. 6 octaves,
Walnut Case,  Double Reed thronghout. 5 Stops. Self-adjusting Reed
Valves and Improved Bellows,  Price $125

STYLE 56.—By G. A Prince
Mason & Hamlin, are similar to the last two Styles in ex
But furnished, with an extra stop, (St Bass) giving inercased capacity
for power and effect. Price $150

For other styles by the above Muakers—suitable for the Drawina-Roow,

Larak Crurcugs, and the Coxcerr-Roos ways on hand, luiestratep Cata-
Loaues, with prices furnished on application.

A. 8. NORDHEIMER,

Agents for the Dominton.

Every
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AT THIS BSTABLISHMENT

Saubbuth Behool &\mmm

o2,

Is made & Specialty, and there is always on Innd

A Large and well-assorted Stock,

livery requisite for a Sabbath School can be obtained here, aml
though & denominational coneern,:

Union Schools can be Supplied with the
CHOIGEST WORKS,

FRER FROM ANY nnnommoﬂw nua

SPRTE——




COPP, CLARK & €O., |
17 and 19 King Street East,

TORONTO,
BOOKSELLERS,

Magazines, Periodicals, Newspapers, &ci

Supply Sunday-schools on thie most reasonable terms, The following!
are a few of the principle Magazi 1 demand, but complete lists may b
had upon application. "T'he prices are invariably in cdvance, and if sent by
mail, postage additional, mhst be prepaidg: the amount of which we can namg:
when we know what is required. - We will send specimens of any we hayg
in Stock to those who may wish to examine them,

* Band of Hope s
British Workman ... . . . . oo 2
Children’s Fricnd . . . 25
Infant’s Magazi . 26
Children’s P 5 . 2
Juvenile Nu Mag 2 5 § .12
Children's Paper, 3 . . 12
Bible Class Magazi
Child’s Own Magazine
Children's Treasury
Churchman’s Penny
Day Star....

Sch
United Presb
FOR TEACHERS:

PER DOZ. PER Y]
Sunday-School Teacher P 6 00
Hive, 5.5 § 9 00
Bible Student ¥ 9 00
Church Sunda L. 12 .00
Biblical Treasury ekvies 3 00

And many othe ch, see list

.
We publish ¢ THE GIEM,” ‘Sunday-School Music and Hymns,

i
A Fourth Large Edition of this Book bas recently been pnbhished, and}
is selling very rupidly. It is sclected from all the best Sabbath School Tung?

Books in use ut the time of its publication.  Prices as follows :— ]
PER COPY. PER DOZ.
20¢, $2 00

Bound in Limp Cover e
Stiff Covers. ... . . 25c, 250 @
Gloth, Red Edges s ¥ g ... 3be. 350

= Extra Gilt Edges. . . b0c. 500 &
Word's only 8trongly boundgin Cloth.. + «.$1.00 per doz,
Sanday-School Manuals, &€, &c.,in stock and imported to order,

CoPP, CLARK & (O,
17 & 19 King Street Enst, Toronf




