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OFFICERS FOR 1870-1.

PRESIDENT:

Mr. JAMES YOUNG, M.P.

VICE PRESIDE! S :

Hon. Bill* Flint, Belleville,
Mr. D. W. Beadle, St, Catharines, 
Rev. F. H. Marling, Toronto, 
Rev. G ko. Bell, M. A., Clifton,

. iloDfii.NS, LL.Di, Toronto,

I Mr. R. I. Walker, Toronto,
I Rev. J. K. Smith, Galt, 
i Mr. JjgjM. Denton, London, 
j Rev. H. CiinisTopiiERBON, Galt,

\
J. 0

TREASURER :

Hon. JOHN McMÜRRICH, M.P.P, Toronto.

GENERAL SECRETARY :

Rev. W. MILLARD, Toronto.

v \MINUTE SECRETARIES
Rev, Thor. Griffith, Brantford, 
Rev..John Lkaroyd, Ingcrsoll, .Mr. W

Rev. E. Morrow, Princeton.
Adamson, Toronto,

EIECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Mr. S. S. Martin, Toronto. 
T. Nixon, «
D. McLean, »
C. A. Morse, «
J. J. Woodhoubb 11 
R. McLian, Galt.
W. Saunders, "
A. I. McKenzie, Hamilton.

Mr.W. J. McCalla, St. Catharines. 
W. Johnson, Belleville.
— Whipple, Hamilton.
R. Wilkes, Toronto.
J. Gillespie, Toronto.
G. Harcourt <<
S. B. 6cott, Montreal.
Rev. Joel Briggs, Georgetown.
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INTBODUCTOEY ADDBESS.

Tliis report of the proceedings of tlie Seventh Provincial Sabbath 
School Convention, will lie found1 ample in all the details of flint 
important meeting.

If the attendance of Delegates was not as large as at some previ­
ous Conventions, the amount of information and work was no less. 
The subjects considered were ably introduced, and the time allotted 
for the consideration and discussion of them was found inadequate for 
the many who were desirous to express their views upon them.

One general opinion prevailed respecting County Organization, 
and it was the manifested desi-re that the Executive Committee use 
their best endeavours to complete the work so well libgun 
this, the Committee look for the countenance and hearty co-operation 
of Sabbath School workers in those Counties that are yet without 
Sabbath School Associations. Will 90111e one or more in each of such 
Counties make immediate effort to bring about a Convention. We 
cannot do better than to direct attention to the admirable address of 
the Rev. F. II. Marling on “ County Organization,” as found in this 
Report.

To effect

J
J

Let immediate action be taken. Correspondence, with the Gen­
eral Secretary, on the subject is invited, and every help that the Com­
mittee can render will cheerfully be afforded. The voluntary aid of 
Brethren acquainted with the work of Sabbath School Conventions 
is solicited. The names of such volunteers should be sent to the 
General Secretary at once, so that every County Convention may 
be attended by deputations from the Provincial Association. This 
work of organization is the great work of the year before us. Let the 
willing hearted come forward, and we shall convene (D.V.) in 1871, 
with the glad announcement that every Protestant County in the two 

- Provinces has its Sabbath School Association. An important work is 
also before the Counties already possessed of associations ; that of
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Viii INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.

organizing ovory township—will they see to tliis, so that the benefits 
of the Provincial and County Conventions may he extended to every 
Municipality.,

It has been decided to collect the statistics of Sabbath Schools 
throughout the two provinces once in throe years. This year printed 
forms for obtaining such will be furnished to County Secretaries, and 
it is begged that every effort to circulate them will be made, so that 
no school shall bo without the means of making known its state—let 
every Sabbath School send in its returns to the County Secretary 
without delay.

This report is sent forth with the sincere prayer that it may bo 
blessed to all who read it—that the valuable lessons it contains may 
be carried out in our Sabbath Schools generally ; and, that with in­
creased skill for the work, God may bless -the labours of His servants 
with the power of Ilis Holy Spirit, sq that multitudes may be added 
to all the churches, .

Un behalf of the Sabbath School Association of Canada,

'WILLIAM MILLAKI),

(* citerai Secretary.

The proceedings of this Convvntioit\wcre reported by Mr. S. 
Hutchinson of Toronto.

This report can bo had (price 2ÿ cents) upon application to the 
Secretary, box/1077 P. 0., Toronto.
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ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.in-

ile.l iFIRST DAY>:\I'TFRXOON SESSION. 
riho Seventh Provincial Saliliath School Convention for 

Ontario and Quebec, commenced its sessions at 2 p. m. on Tues­
day, lltli October, 1870, in the Town Hall, («alt.

The Convention sat throb days, and was attended by about 
five hundred delegates, representing the Sahbath Schools in 
nearly every section of Ontario,and Montreal. About half this 
number were present at the opening session, besides a number 
of spectators from the town of Halt. Over tie- platform 
bung the flags of Britain and the United States, gracefully, 
entwined. In letters of green and gold above them was “One 
in Christ above this the inscription, “ Christianity knows 
boundary line,”—and over all the angel’s song, “ Olory to (iod 
in the highest, on earth peace, good will towards men." Other 
appropriate mottoes were placed around the walls, such as, 
“Jesus loves little children, 'V “ Feed m3' lambs,”—“God is 
love,”—“Suffer little children tiAcome unto Me and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven,”—“ Robert Bailees,” 
—“ Earl}- religious instruction the nation’s safet}'.”

The Hon. Billa Flint, President of the Sabbath School Asso­
ciation, took the chair and announced the hymn—

11 All hail the power of Jesus name,"

which was sung by the Convention, Mr. Maitland of Galt, musi­
cal professor, assisted by a choir,'leading.

try.
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Rev. Mr. Au Id read the 72nd Psalm and offered prayer. 
The Chairman announced that the first business was the 

appointment of a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing 
year, and named the following gentlemen :

Nominating Committee—Rev. Joel Briggs, Georgetown, 
jChairman ; Rev. Thomas Griffith, Brantford; Rev. II. Christo- 
pherson, Galt; Rev. F. II. Marling, Toronto; Rev. .1. Scott, 
Napanec ; Rev. Mr. McMullen, Rev. Geo. Boll, Clifton ; Messrs. 
I). McLean, J. G. Ilodgins, S. S. Martin, Toronto ; Mr. D. W. 
Beadle, St. Catharines; Mr. C. A. Morse, Toronto; Rev. Mr. 
Perrin, Georgetown; Rev. Jas. Scott, Owen Sound.

. This nomination was confirmed hy the Convention.

Sabi

year 
to tl 
Sc I) O'

had >

Sclioi 
Lut tl 
tying

slioiih

ADDRESS OF THE RETIRING PRESIDENT.’

Hon. Bin.a Flint, the retiring President, addressed the 
Convention as billows :

Christian h'riau/s,— 1 am pleased to meet you 
occasion. I have not forgotten the Belleville Convention, 
fire lit up there still burns. I feel it in my own heart, and I am 
sure it still burns in the hearts of all who attended thill meeting. 
The blessed ami holy influence of that Convention remains still 
with us, and I am happy to say that the scepticism with which 
some regarded it at ilscommcncement vanished bvliirelhoclo.sc. 
I trust the same influence will be fell here, that this beautiful 
town may he hvnefitlcd by your assembling here, and that a 
great and glorious work may break mil amongst you till scores 
ami hundreds are converted to God. What is tin1 object of our 
meeting together? Some persons have said, “What is the use 
of Sabbath School teachers and others meeting together for the 
purpose of talking about Sabbath School work?" Some have 
spoken in this way before they attended any of these conven­
tions, but from the impressions they received at the Convention 
they have seen reason to change their minds. May such lie the 
case with all Mich persons here to-day. When I met the Con­
vention at Belleville. 1 had just passed my forty-second year as a

Inborn 
influei 
yet wl 
which
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Sabbath School worker. One year more, thanks to Divine Provi­
dence. has been added to that period. I can assure you, my fel­
low workers in this good and glorious cause, that I feel 
year more deeply than
to (lie work. When 1 began there were very few Sabbath 
Sehonls in the land. My love of tiro work lias

)jthe
ung

every
the necessity of being more devoted

grown as the years 
have rolled by, and I have always fell a love foh Sabbath School 
boys and girls that 1 could not feel for any othiv. If any one 
had said to too forty-three years ago, what a great and glorious 
time we would have in fiait in 1*70
Sell""! work. I should have been very sceptical on the subject • 
but (lie work has progressed as you see, and ils |trogress ft grati­
fying to every lover of his country. For upon A hut rests (ho 
hope of our country if no! upon our youth ' That being so, 
should not those youth be trained properly in the Sabbath

■ntt.

W.
Mr. ■"iineetion with Sahhath

Seliool in that knowledge that makes wise unto salvation 
pared not only for the duties of this lit;., hut also fbr the

the bet us not. weary in this work ■ as we arc sometimes
l,mno 10 .*»• Our objent should be to continue and extend 
labours till every child in the Dominion is broughl within the 
nduonce of the Said,all, School. How many children are thereHie i

yet who do not atteint the Sabbath School 
which every one 
alone to bring in to the school

Here is a work in
may engage lor the superintendent 

these children who know nothing
", , S*j '™'lli"g. Il ..........I only the work of.........cacher
the scholars may help in il also. The influence of the last tie,,’
..... ............ Büll,'vill“ litis litul II marked cited upon all our Sabbath
Schools there; it lias been the

IIl I !
s Ii l

! infui
I a means, under (iod, of not. only 

"f their duty, but of 
ii unto (nid. 1 trust the same ellect 

11‘ we can

awakening the teachers to a liveliei 
bringing many of the child; 
will lie produced hi 
love the Sa\

I;
! r

I.V bring I lie children to 
•. to pul their trust in Him—if we can build them 

up 111 Hint failli, we will grow up to be a belter people, we shall 

■ounlry. and ours shall lie a nation honoured of 
fold, because we shall have honored Him. This morning II,c sky 
wus clouded, a few drops of rain fell.,and it was feared wc would 
have a Wet day for the opening of our Convention ; but the
clouds passed away and the bright sun si....... old. liven
there be any clouds overhanging this Convcntioi

the

PIEhave a better
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swept away, and while they last may wo look beyond them to 
the glorious sun, the Sun of Righteousness, and pray that He 
may shed His light upon us, and chase away every cloud that 
stands between us and Him, and between ourselves. So shall 
His work prosper as it has never prospered before. May God 
grant that the great work may go on and prosper till every 
child throughout the land, whether Protestant or Roman Catho­
lic, bo brought to t^io Sabbath School, to loam of Jesus and His 
love, and to be at last saved in heaven. (Cheers).

The Nominating Committee then retired, to prepare a list 
of officers, to be submitted to the Convention. During their 
absence the Convention engaged in prayer and praise.

Rev. Wm. Millard, General Secretary, read the Annual
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FIFTH ANNUAL REP THE SABBATII SCHOOL

ASSOCIATION OF CANADA,

Il Y TH E U E N E It A L S K ( ' U E T A It Y .

In reporting to this Annual Meeting the Sabbath School state of the 
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, and the operations of this Associa­
tion during the past year, it is with a grateful sense of God’s goodness 
and grace, which has enabled His servants to devise and labour with 
any measure of success; honoured by Him who has condescended to 
employ us, we devoutly ascribe to God all the glory.

One grand result of the last Provincial Convention, was the 
unanimous decision to push forward the work of organization in every 
county. This was one of the first matters that engaged the attention 
of the Executive.

A sub-committee was appointed to report upon the best means to 
organize county and township conventions.

The report of this Committee recommended that an agent should 
be engaged, whose whole time, or nearly so, should be at the command 
of the Executive. Committee; that such agent, accompanied by one or 
more of the Committee, or other suitable person or persons, should go 
through the several sections of the Province and organize associations, 
taking care to leave such associations in charge of those who would see 
that they are kept alive, by forming Township gatherings or Institutes 
and by corresponding with the General Secretary. That the travelling
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to expenses of such a deputation should be equally shared by the Sabbath 
School Association of Canada, and the Association of the County or 
Section ; but that in destitute parts, if occasion required it, this Asso­
ciation should bear all the expenses of such deputation. This report 
was accepted and adopted. At the next meeting of the committee, it 
was resolved to commit this agency to the General Secretary, and that 
he should be remunerated for his services out of the funds of the Asso- 

As the result, County Conventions have been attended and 
aided in Frontenac, Peel, Kent, Halton, Waterloo, Lincoln (lor that 
county and Welland), listings, Middlesex, Brant, Pctcrboro, East 
and West Hidings of Yojfk, Lennox and Addington, Wellington, Ox­
ford, Bruce, Grey and ILnldimand.

Besides these, Conventions have been held in the Counties of 
Perth, North York, Ontario, North Simcoc, and in Northumberland 
two conventions. At these last no deputation attended.

Permanent organizations are established wherever a deputation 
was present. In some counties, Township Conventions have been held 
and Sabbath School Associations established in them.

In some instances, associations were found already in existence. 
Yet it is believed that

le
at
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Us

ist

»ml

m every instance the assistance rendered by 
those deputed to attend them has been most influential for good. The 
attendance has generally been large ; the topics important and practical, 
and discussed with freedom ; the addresses have been inspiring ; and 
illustrations of Bible and Infant Class teaching, and of blackboard and 
object lessons have been 
Secretary gone alone, 
devoted brethren have

L

Only in one instance has the General
Volunteers from the Committee, and other 

accompanied him, and sometimes at personal 
sacrifice have they given their intelligent and loving aid

In June, the ex-President, 1). W. Beadle, Esq., and the Gen­
eral Secretary were deputed to attend the Illinois State Sabbath 
School Convention, at Quincy ; there they met 3,500 of the earnest 
workers ol this Sabbath School Banner State, and the audiences were 
from 5,000 to 7,000 
vention was to follow in a

the

ith
to

As the Missouri State Sabbath School Con- 
few days, and to be held at Hannibal, a 

town not tar distant from Quincy, the deputation remained to be 
present at it also.

1 he reception given to the representatives of Canada was most 
hearty, and they abundantly realized that the “One in Christ” and 
the “ Welcome, proclaimed by the large mottoes which confronted 
them in the vast auditory at Quincy, were no mere words. As a 
special report of these Conventions will be given at a further stage of 
this^mccting, wo need not enlarge In

As the Executive Committees of the past two years resolved to 
publish detailed statistics of the Sabbath Schools of these Provinces 
only once in three years, no effort has been made to collect them. 
Yet, by request, brief reports by some of the County Secretaries, 
and others, have been supplied, extracts of which we subjoin :

ithe
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EXTRACTS FROM COUNTY REPORTS, «fee., Ac. I 

HRANT.

Tliis county has received a fresh impulse from its first Convention 
held in March, presided over by Judge Jones, and attended by intel­
ligent teachers and many ministers of the gospel ; the exercises were 
eminently interesting and instructive. An Association was set up, 
and secretaries appointed for the several municipalities, with the 
responsibility of establishing township Associations. This county is 
generally well supplied with improving Sabbath Schools. The Revs. 
Thomas Lowry and Thomas Griffith are the respected secretaries for 
the county.

Du
byl
stil

“ I
Th.

Mr. J. Inglis Paterson reports :—“The schools are generally 
flourishing. 1 tliink our last Convention had a good effect, in awaken­
ing in several localities renewed interest. * * * * Still there
is a great need of a spiritual awakening." The Association of Bruce 
is in good working order. 1). Sinclair, Esq., M.P.P., is its President. 
The last Convention held in Paisley, in July, was largely attended, 
some delegates coming a distance of 10 miles ; the exercises and 
discussions were fulLof life.

it h

Per

for i
CARLETON.

The Rev. Richard Gavin reports, that he has travelled through 
the townships and conversed with Sabbath School teachers, and con­
siders, generally speaking, “ the condition of fhc schools is far from 
prosperous, and that many suffer from want of teaching.” Mr. G. 
adds, “ It were well if some influence were brought to bear on earnest 
living Christians among us, to induce them to bethink them of their 
duty to the young. An appeal in the form of a tract from the Asso­
ciation might be useful. Another great hindrance to success in rural 
districts, is the frequent practice of suspending operations during the 
winter, owing to the--alleged j^liculty of children going to a distance 
through deep snow. It is important that public attention be directed 
to this, and some remedial measures insisted on. It strikes me that, 
where scholars cannot c'ttme to their teachers, teachers ought to go to 
their scholars. Why not multiply schools in winter, so that they 
shall be at least as accessible as the week-day schools, which are then 
the most frequented.”
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ntJNDAS.

The Wcslcyans arc the most numeroutMr. J. Croil says
body, and their Sabbath School organization pretty efficient.” Mr. 
C. considers that this county may be regarded as the cradle of 
Methodism (in Canada), the records of which date from the year 
1790, when William Losee, sent by the Conference of New York, 
first visited this northern region. The first settlers who came intv
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Dundas county, in 1784, were however entirely Lutherans and Prcs- 
-‘erians—Germans, from the Mohawk valley. The Lutherans are 

numerously represented, but, so far as I know, have only two 
organized congregations with ministers; in both of these are well 
conducted Sabbath Schools.” As a Presbyterian, Mr. Croil writes : 
“ I do not think that ice have much to boast of in Sabbath School work . 
Jhc Uiuroh ol Lngland is scarcely more numerous than the Presby­
terians ; they havcAhowever, several good congregations, in which the 
work of Sabbath Sfchools is prosecuted in a manner becomim' its 
importance.’ No Convention has been held in this county. °

DURHAM.

years ago, a county Association was organized here, but 
it has died out; frequent attempts to induce a Convention that mbdit 
result in reviving associated effort, have hitherto proved unavailing 
1 erhaps there arc not less than III) Sabbath Schools in this county 
many of them eflicient and prosperous ; but there is also a large num­
ber of inferior character. Could the right man, of willing mind, and 
loving the work, be found to act as Secretary in conjunction with this 
Association, a Convention would doubtless be held that would 
with new life this interesting Sabbath School field 
for us ? Whom shall we send ?”

Sends no report this year.
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ESSEX.

Mr. A Bartlett says :—“ Essex, as a field for Sabbath School 
mission work, has not yet boon touched. 1 sometimes make little 
journeys to visit Sabbath Schools." lie says also that he has tried 
to get up ft Sabbath School Convention in Windsor but failed for 
want of co-operation. About 1,800 children attend Sabbath Schools, 
do his knowledge there arc but two 1'iiion Sabbath Schools in the ' 
county. About one-third of the population are Woman Catholics.

FRONTENAC

Is reported by the Rev. T. Chambers, the active county Secretary 
thus ■ In the department of Sabbath School work, I have to state 
that a marked improvement is in some respects manifest ; a Conven­
tion lor this county took place in I lie city of Kingston, in December 
last ; the proceedings were varied and interesting, ai1 largely attended.
A county Association was formed, with the rcquj&te staff of officers, 
it was decided to hold a meeting in each township, as soon as prac­
ticable. Such a meeting has been held in the township of Lough- 
boro and in Stomngton a largo meeting of associated teachers and 
friends of Sabbath Schools was held

I

II
i \

I
!

;Mr. f:
llie of .

York, .... . „ Mr. C. adds, “ 1 have good
reaBOD to believe that a fresh impetus has been given to the Sabbath 
School work in this section.” A nunjber of local Conventions 
expected.
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GLENGARY AND GRENVILLE. I Sal

Have not been heard from. ■ ;ng,

W GREY. I mai
After several efforts, a Convention was held for thi^ county, in I 

Durham ; the attendance was not large, yet ground ha§J)een broken 
up by thin meeting that will yet repay both those who taught and 
heard. The meeting resulted in an Association. This county is a 
field for Sabbath School missionary labor, and has been entered upon 
by the Ontario Sabbath School Missionary Union. Much requires 
to be done here.

Wa
filli.
“T

1IALTON.

Mr. James Ilollinrake states that “ the Sabbath Schools in orgi
county, from all that I know, are in a healthy thriving state,” yet he 
considers there remains much to be done.

HAMILTON.

Not reported.

Il ALDIMAND.

From the ltcv. Tlios. Wilson, Secretary of the County Associa­
tion, we learn that “ the statistics received of the Sabbath Schools of 
the county show a slight increase ; a few new Schools arc reported. 
Considerable zeal is shown by the teachers in their work, and there 
seem to be but few places ip which the lambs of the flock 
attended to. Our Convention was a decided success; Mr. D. McLean 
was of signal benefit to us."

as fi
but
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HURON.

This County needs attention 
has ever been held in it that we arc aware of,

No Sabbath School Convention 
There arc many

Schools in it and places that require to be planted. An ardent worker 
as County Secretary is the instrument required.

HASTINGS,

The reports from this County are, most encouraging. The 
influence of the Provincial Convention held in Belleville has penetrated 
the county. This meeting was followed last February by a County 
Convention, and was one of the most successful meetings of a similar 
character held this year. The attendance was numerous, delegates 
coming from a great distance. The subjects introduced were well 
chosen, opened up, and discussed, and' very outspoken were the 
acknowledgments of the benefit to those who were present. An 
Association was formed, with A. F. Wood, Esq., Warden of the 
County as its President, and with officers as agents for the several 
municipalities of the Counties. Hastings possesses a large number of

The
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Sabbath Schools, and yet much land in the north part remains to bo 
occupied. Mr. C. Martin writes:—“The work of Sabbath School 
instruction through the blessing of our Heavenly Father, is being 
made instrumental in bringing numbers of our children to the chil­
dren’s Saviour. I am expecting during the coming winter we shall 
have many township Conventions.” One has been successfully held.

KENT.

nty, in 
broken 
bt and

d upon 
cquires

This County has met with a great loss in the departure of Mr 
Warren Martin to Kansas. The Rev. J. H. Stonehouse (wh 
filling his office as County Secretary till the end of the year} writes 
“The Schools of this County as far as I know arc in good working 
order, and a more lively interest is manifested generally in that 
direction than at any previous time ; some new Schools have been 
organized. Two township Conventions have been held, which were 
well sustained and proved abundantly profitable to the large gatherings; 
another is in contemplation, and Sahhath School matters generally arc 
on the advance.”

To this we can add that the County Convention held in Chatham 
last January was successful, and resulted in an Association bein" 
formed.

LAM11TON.
The Rev. W*M. Roger writes from Petrolia, that “the cause 

as far as numbers and external progress arc concerned is prosperous, 
but I fear that from a spiritual point of view there is much need of a 
fresh baptism Irani on high. Yet there are many excellent people 
engaged in the work. Within the present year several new Schools 
have begun, and from the spirit shown, give promise of viufor and 
usefulness. Mr. Roger speaks of the need of a Sabbatlf School 
Convention.

lSSOCIQ-

ported.

IcLcan

)

l:.'ention

worker
-Ry the Rev. Richard Lewis, County Secretary, we learn that in 

the Township of Lanark there is a goodly number of Sabbath Schools, 
lie realizes the need of a Sabbath School Convention, none yet having 
been held, but anticipates holding one another

I

Lennox and aiuhnuto.n.The

similar
egates

1 The information received 
from several parts of the County is of the most satisfactory kind. r 
The interest and activity,in regard to Sabbath Schools arc constantly/ 
increasing. Several new Schools have been opened, chiefly denomi­
national. One County Convention which you attended in Napanco, 
was the means of stirring up the minds of Christian people .and 
awakening a sense of duty and responsibility, but there yet needs a 
greater nwakeplng in the matter of a fuller preparation for Christian 
work, by deeper piety and harder study of God’s Word 

Leeds—Not reported.

\Reported by Rev. W. Scott
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Mr. D. W. Beadle reports—The County of Lincoln held its 
annual County Convention in association wifh the County of Welland 
at the village of (iriuisby, in February. It was well attended, and was 
an occasion of much profit. The county was organized by the appoint­
ment of township secretaries. A township Convention was held in 
Grantham in June last, which has resulted in the establishment of one 
new school in the township, and which has given greater impetus to the 
iSabbath School, work. Yet there is much to be done in establishing 
more Sabbath Schools in this county, and of training efficient and 
nest teachers. The Church needs a new baptism from on high, that 
the ptety may be deepened and its energies put forth in work for Jesus. 
Children are growing up both in town and country without religious 
instruction! We need in this county a zealous missionary, who will go 
from house to house, and talk to the people of Christ and IIis salva­
tion, and rai to up teachers. There are places where it is easy to gather 
in the children, but. impossible to find those who are willing to super­
intend and teach.

-—hci

they .■
Megantic—No report. (

(MIDDLESEX.
[Including London.]

Mr. J. J. Dyas reports—“ In both city and county the attend­
ance at the schools has been encouraging, though the increase of teachers 
has not kept pace with that of the scholars. Why cannot there be 
ound among church members a few more who arc willing to teach the 

little ones the love of God ? This is the great want of Middlesex. 
Iwo I ownship Conventions have been held and another will take place 
next month—the interest in our meetings is gaining ground, and con­
sequently the interest in Sabbath Schools will be greatly increased.”

(
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MDNTRfAI
Mr- *'• *'• Grafton, writes—“ There arc in connection withfîîvnn- 

gchcal I rotestant churches f>4 schools, with an average attendance of 
8.)0 teachers and 0000 scholars. There tire a number of large Bible 
Classes, mainly of young men and women. The reports indicate great 
i1" Ann rl!? °f !'tte1ndlincc on 1,10 part of teachers, who number nearly 
1,000 there is also a great disparity between the number of scholars 
on roll books, and the average attendance. The number of pupils 
during the winter must exceed 7,500. With few exceptions the schools 
report a slight increase in numbers; some report diminished numbers, 
and one has been closed through the removal of the troops. A lively 
interest in missions is maintained in most of the schools. In some the 
contributions have ranged [-Sunday by Sunday] from 50 cents to 
dollar per pupil per annutn

The Montreal Sabbath School Teachers Association, held last
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winter several profitable meetings. Mr. Grafton states respecting the 
Sabbath Schools of the Province of Quebec generally, that he considers 
“thcre 16 a growing interest in some parts, and an endeavour to render 
the schools more attractive ; but what the results are in the way of 
religious influence and conversion he cannot say.”

Norfolk—No report received.

NORTHUMBERLAND.

eld its 
clland, 
nd was 
ppoint-

to the 
lishing

igious

The Rev. Thos. Alexander say 
tions held in " ‘

1 There have been two Convcn- 
tlus county, one in Colborne in February, at this there 

a good attendance, not only of ministers and teachers, but also of 
the inhabitants. A second Convention was held in Brighton in June, 

here the attendance was not so good, yet those present were hearty 
in the cause. At both of these meetings the topics were well chosen 
and the exercises profitable.” Mr. Alexander adds-" It is to be 
expected that when a few such Conventions take place in different 
parts of the county, they will be more highly appreciated, for surely 
they arc the nurseries of the church ”

Ontario N.—Un reported.
Ontario S.—Mr. Hayward reports a very interesting Conven­

tion—the best results are anticipated.
Ottawa—Silent.

ttend-
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1 OXFORD.
The Rev. J. Straith informs us that, “the Sabbath Schools in 

this/county are greatly improved, 1 believe, in every respect. The 
attendance of pupils is larger, and more regular—the manner of con­
ducting the schools is improved ; teachers give more attention to their 
preparations and duties, and the youth seem to receive the sincere milk 
of the word with greater avidity and interest, and L fully believe youn" 
hearts are being won to Jesus. The great obstacle in the way is the 
hardness of many of the parents. I have reason to believe that the 
Conventions held in the county have been productive of much good, in 
awakening and directing attention to these most blessed institutions, 
which are, as a means, the great hope of the church.”

PEEL.

1.”

Bible

i the

ilias the oldest Sabbath School Association in Ontario. The 12th 
Convention of Sabbath School Teachers met in the Village of Meadow- 
vale, in January. The Church was insufficient for the larg(j%vcning 
audiences. The sessions wore profitably occupied ; there was no lack 
of intelligence or Christian fervor. Upon the whole, there is a grow­
ing interest in Sabbath School work in this County, and where lovin" 
and diligent teachers are found, there is no falling off, but an 
increased attendance of scholars. \ ct heavenly showers are needed, 

e and trmt> in the conversion of the young. With growing intelligence,

i
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PERTH.
It is reported ‘‘impossible to give an intelligible outline even ” of 

the addresses made upon the various subjects chosen for discussion 
during the Convention held in the Town of St. JjMarys, in January. 
The Secretary, the Rev. Mr. Hamilton, in his report given at that 
meeting, says It has been felt by those who attended our last 
meeting that such meetings are fitted to stimulate Sabbath School 
teachers. The attendance at the Convention was large, the addresses 
inspiring, and the discussions beneficial. The President, in closing, 
said that while at first he was rather skeptical of the utility of Sabbath 
School Conventions, Ids experience at Stratford last year altered his 
opinion, and lie affirmed his complete reclamation to the views of the 
Conventionalists. A Sabbath School Association is set up, and with 

active Secretary, and the Rev. Mr. Witters as President. We look 
for great things through (iod’s blessing.

PETKRIIORO'.
This County convened in the Town of Peterboro’ under the 

1 residency of Mr. R. Rutherford, and as the result of the Convention, 
a Sabbath School Association for thç County was organized 
credit is due, under Cod, to the active Secretary. The meeting 
a good one and the discussions were much aided by the attendance of 
Hr I) \\. Beadle, from St. Catharines. There is a large number of 
Schools already, some of which arc well attended and conducted ; 
there is very much to he done ' 
special report has been furnished

Pontiac—Not reported.

PrkscoT T—Not reported.

i m some parts of the County. No

I'RINTK EDWARD.
Mr. J. \\ , Porte reports :—11 The Sabbath Schools in this County 

are, as a general rule, pretty well attended, hut suffering from being 
closed in winter.”

Quebec City—Furnishes no report.

Renvrew—Not; reported.

1

;

RUSSELL.
Not reported. We have lost a valuable helper , in the Rev. Mr. 

Smith, County Secretary, who is now settled in ticllovillc. 

Sherbrooke—No report of the Schools generally.
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8IMC0E SOUTH.
The Rev. Mungo Fraser states Sabbath School work upon 

tlto whole, is progressing favourably in our half of the County No 
Convention has been hold. It is hoped we shall have more success
SahbathrSehnn!"y iT^ CountJ' r“luir0 t0 bc “tirred UP in
babbuth school matters; a Convention would have the desired effect.”

Stormont—Silent.

TORONTO CITY

,i , ‘u cx.cellcnt Secretary, Mr. J. Joseph Woodhousc tells us 
that in the absence of statistics from each School, 1 am unable to 
furnish as much information as could bc wished. From ri s 
made however, I am happy to report favorably. Many School 
maintain the,r status; some are rapidly growing" some which have 

\£ ?" drooping are revived and increasing in numbers. Five new 
êiîk l’ 2 t?"Pt,st’ 2 Kpiscopal, and one in connection with the Scotch 
Kirk, have been established (I think) since last Provincial Convention 
ahd a sixth 1, in contemplation. The Schools now existing, (excepting 
number.0 10108 11080 considercd “ot evangelical) are 54 in

iler thc 
,'cntion, 

Much 
ng was 
ancc of 
uber of

J.here“ ,no general Sabbath School Union, but three or four of 
the denominations have their own; these arc a source of good and 
promise to become still more effective means of improvement The 
present^ rapid growth of our city calls for renewed and increased 
energy in the prosecution of the Master's work, and I trust that the 
reflex influence of the coming Convention will do much to arouse and
;r,teTour1,vted itï ‘CaCll°r8' n0t0"'y hCre' L,,t thro“Slmut "II

No

County
The General Secretary has been furnished, by J. G. llodgins 

Esq., With a plan of mission work in the Toronto Gaol. Here devoted 
(.hnstian, come to bring, by the aid of God's Spirit and Holy Word 
each of the prisoners, all alike, to the Redeemers feet to be clothed 
nd, by His grace restored to their right mind. The average number of

frnrnTn T ton'‘ “ttenJ tlle cl™ ‘he Sabbath day is
irom 60 to 100, including several boys. Thev are divide Ln 
classes of from 4 to 6 each" The order'of oxer is prepltd and 

and indicated by a printed scheme; the work is conducted by ' 
Superintendent, aided by from 10 to 15 Christian friends, belonging 
to various churches in the city. uufe,llg

I



It is much regretted that this Sabbath School Association is 
without the help of a Secretary iu this county, yet, through the 
kindness of Mr. John Gilmour, circulars of the Convention have been 
sent to it, and it is hoped that, by the representatives of some of its 
Sabbath Schools, we may, during this 
and welfare, and find a volunteer who, 
as worker in Association.

its Secretary, will

14

Vaudreuil—Supplies no report.

VICTORIA,

WATERLOO.

The Rev. II. Christophcrson reports as follows: — “A most 
successful county Convention was held in Berlin, last February. 
Notwithstanding the novelty (to many) of such a meeting, the circulars 
sent out were the means of securing a large attendance, and the pre­
sence of zealous Sabbath School workers from abroad tended not a 
little to give that profit to the occasion, as led to the determination to 
hold a similar Convention in the same town next year. Township 
secretaries were appointed, and wo have under contemplation the 
establishment of township Associations. Our excellent Secretary at 
Baden has advised the practice of appointing delegates for the visita­
tion of the schools in the county.

WELLAND.

By the Secretary, Rev. («. Hell, we learn that ‘'The last County 
Convention (Lincoln and Welland) held at Grimsby, in the Western 
part of Lincoln, was a very interesting one ; more than usually* prac­
tical ; and I believe, resulting in a deeper interest being taken in Sab­
bath School work. 1 he necessity of extending the organization in the 
towns, villages and townships was more deeply felt, and much care was 
used to select the most suitable men for local Secretaries,

Soon alter the County Convention the Executive Committee 
issued a circular to the local Secretaries, giving them information as to 
the duties required of them, a ml another for general distribution among 
Sabbath School workers, urging the holding of local Conventions. The 
matter was taken up earnestly, and Conventions have been held in Pel­
ham, Crowland and VMhmd, and one is appointed to be held in Prum- 
mondvillc on the '4th otf 
Chippawa, and Stamford

c hope to carry the work into two or three other townships be­
fore the next County Convention. This is appointed to be held in 
Welland, and wc hope thereby to excite an interest in the work, in the 
Southern part of the county from which we have not had very many 
delegates in time past.

October, for the municipalities of Chiton,
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WELLINGTON. f
Rev. E. Barker and Mr. John Perry report

IÆ ZZJ™85 -=»
Considering the visiting of schools a matter ofinuch import 

anee our late President, Mr. Thomas Hair, and Cm, if our
sm'iceiTof Mr"1 wT,®r*Wo!™°in "* vMl=' The very excellent 
services of .Mr. Wesbroom, Missionary from the Ontario Sabbath 
School Union has been productive of happy „„J favourable results 
and we cannot be too thankful lor his visit to our county P™ ’ 

tlmc. h« "ddressed about 270,1 children, and visited iK-lmh 
he o,■Ran,iced six ne,y schools, with 45 teachers and 224 scholrs hé 
dehveied 5 addresses, besides distributing a large amount of 
School literature, &c. In a word, (he indefatigable labours oPm, 
Wesbroom have been crowned with much success
28U,llCand8i<)T In m“U,n”.or °.ur Association was held here on the 
-Mil and -9th June and though the weather during son,,, of the sit 
tings was rather unfavourable, the attendance

After the forma

;h the

ts case 
join us

!

rculars

vnship

present, including the Rev. Wm. Millar,I, P McLean ’’e^'Ta 
Morse, Es,,, and Mr Wm. Wesbroom from’ TorontoSu&btf 
gloat interest in regard to Sabbath Schools, were brought before the

thrown* out b^dele *̂ “d "N*"*™

i Sab-

WENTWOHTII.

No report receive,!. It it most desirable that an efficient Secre­
tary be secured for this county, one who will help to carry out the 
objects el the Sabbath School Association of Can,id; >

YORK — EAST AND WEST

Mr; ;r' 1 ■ )' ; " «11»™ says, “ We have had a Convention the first 
in the ridings, hold m the village of Weston on the 29tli and 30th 
Ma eh hist, and considering the very bad roads, was well attended and 
quite a success. IVc expect to bold another the third week in Fcbru 
ary next. I do not consider the Sabbath School cause in my held to 
be in a very prosperous state ; yet I believe we are progressing Ti 
tant of greater progress ,s found in the want of more intelligent 
calons, and earnest workers who realize their responsibility to Jesus 

the great Master t and tn their fellow beings, or, in other words offi.
desire't1 !w*h“*’ri". Ull! lc,s™ tliolllselvcs until they earnestly 
desire o impart the information they have obtained from warm and 
loving hearts, to th^c whom they wish to benefit.”

The
Pol-

i the 
uany
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NORTH YORK.

Mr. J. P. Irwin writes—“ Our last County Convention was a 
decided success. It was held in the village of Newmarket. Two days 
were spent in discussing and practicing the art of teaching. The Con­
vention came to an end, all feeling it good to be there. I would say 
that while there is a decided improvement, there is much to be done 
to awaken sufficient interest in this good work, in this county. May 
the Lord of the harvest send labourers into his field already ripe.”

Mr. Mii.lard remarked that in reading these extracts of 
Reports from the counties, we could not but be impressed with 
the prevailing testimony they boro to the great importance of 
County Conventions. Like the Rev. Dr. Waters of St. Mary’s, 
all who attend them are made converts to their importance and 
value. It seemed to him that those counties which express their 
great need of such conventions should be visited perhaps the first. 
He would say that the Association had, during the past year, 
done as much convention and organization work as they possibly 
could, and that one reason why some of the County Conventions 
had not been attended by a deputation from the Association 
that other similar conventions were held at the same time.

Mr. Tlios. Nixon, Toronto, moved, seconded by Rev. Joel 
Briggs, that the report of the General Secretary be adopted.— 
Carried unanimously.

that

(but

Cony

the C

of the 

the C

TREASURER'S REPORT.

Ron. John McMvhrich. M. I’. I’.. Ti-oiiMirof, submitted tho 
following extract of accounts for ! 869-70 :—

Kid' KITTS,

z-

C
adopt-/Ralnnee from last year .... 

litre i vim I from ll-llevillc (\i
From local Treasurer........
Schools and Suliscrilicrs ... 
Proceeds of Mr Phillips's i
Reports sold.........................
Received for advertisements....

342 00 
135 18 
88 36

■ntion, per Secretary

$1,048 68
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DISBURSEMENTS.
I’ftid President's order in favour of Secretary
Printing reports, &c..................
Advertising.......................
Postage....................
Expenses of delegates attending l 
Ditto attending Canadian Conventions ..., 
Paid general Secretary on account of salarj 
Balance in Land............

25000 
200 00o days 

e done S. Conventions

ets of 
I with

my’»,

- first.

itions

07

$£,0-1H 58

Mr. McMcimtcn added Unit every account that had reached 
him had been paid, l«,t ho had>cen informed by the Secretary 
that there was a printing amount not yet rendered. Ho was 

y to say that there «^another obligation resting upon them 
the only one) of the sum of *300 due to their worthy 

Secretary. There were a number of sums pledged at the last 
Convention, not yet paid, and 
book, lie found that these

(but it

comparing the list with his 
sums were about enough to cover the 

amount due to the Secretary. If gentlemen present whose 
schools were in arrears, would send in their contributions to him 
lie would report (lie amount received at a subsequent stage of 
the Convention, and they would then know their exact financial 
position.

. Joel 
ed.—

Mr. Millard »aid that the printing account would he rather 
large, as it embraced all the printing preparatory to the holding 
of the Convention, including 4,500 circulars, certificates for the 
railways, etc., which in previous years had been paid for before 
the Convention met.

On motion of Mr. It. McLean, the Treasurer’s

1 tho

report was
adopted/
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Rov. Geo. Bell, Chairman 'of the Nominating Committee, 
submitted the following list of officers for this year :

president :

Mr. JAMES YOUNG, M.P., Galt.

VICE-PRESIDENTS
ÎHon. Billa Flint, Belleville, 

D. W. Beadle, St. Catharines, 
Rev. F. H. Marling, Toronto, 
J. G. Hodginb, Toronto, 
Robbrt J. Walker, Toronto,

I Rev. J. K. Smith, Galt,J Rev. Geo. Bell, Clifton,
i J. M. Denton, London, 
j Rev. H. C111118TOPHERSON, Galt,

Assoc 
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treasurer :

Hon. JOHN McMURItlCH, M.P.P., Toronto,

GENERAL SECRETARY :

Rev. W. MILLARD, Toronto.

MINUTE SECRETARIES
Rev. Thos. GiumTH, Brantford, 
Rev. John Learovd, Ingersoll,

I W. Adamson, Toronto,
I Rev. Mr. Morrow, Princeton, 

unanimously confirmed.
Mr. Young being absent, on motion, Hon. Billa Flint 

requested to preside until the evening
Tho following committee were appointed to arrange the 

order of business duringvihe sittings of the Convention
Business Committee—Rev, Joel Briggs, of Goorgoto 

Chairman; Mr. D, McLean, Toronto ; Rov. W. Millard, Toronto 
Mr. W. J. McCalla, St. Catharines; Mr. A. J. G. Henderson 
London ; Rev. W. II. Poole, Hamilton ; Mr. Chan. Raymond 
Guelph ; Rov. F. H. Marling, Toronto ; Mr. R. McLean, Galt 
Mr. Roht. Smith, Brampton ; Rov. Mr. Livingstone, Brantford 
Rev. Mr. McAllister, Ancastor, and Mr. J. L. Biaikie, Toronto. ’ 

Rev. Alfred Taylor, editor of tho " Sunday School Work­
man,” of New York, was introduced by Rev. F. II. Marling, and 
took a seat on tho platform amid hearty cheers.

Mr-. Maitland sang “What shall tho harvest bo,"-the Con­
vention joining in tho chorus.

These nominations were

session.

t,

Be
learnt I 
he hop<

had nol

w
»*



19

COUNTY SECRETARIES VERBAL REPORTS. ■ lmittoe,

Tho Chairman, said tho remainder of (ho session would be 
derated to bearing reports from County Secretaries relative to 
the state of the Sabbath School cause in their respective locali­
ties, in addition to what was embodied in the general Secretary's 
report.

Mr. D. W. Beadle, Secretary of tho County of Lincoln 
Association, said his county had united with tho County of Wei 
land, in holding a Convention, and had found the arrangement 
both convenient and profitable. Tho same plan of union might 
perhaps lie profitably carried out in other counties similarly 
situated. They had had a very pleasant convention last winter 
and the result of it was a more thorough and officient organiza­
tion of the two counties. Besides that, they hold several town­
ship conventions, where all the Sabbath School workers they 
could got together met and talked over tho work in a familiar 
way, compared their troubles and difficulties and

t,

, , , , - successes, and
encouraged and helped one another. The result of this was that 
thoso two counties were making progress in Sabbath School 
work ; they were sending out missionaries among themselves 
(Rear, hear.) Several gentlemen devoted a week or so to the 
work of going out into tho counties, and holding little township 
gatherings, when questions relating to the work wore discussed 
dims they were stirring one another up, mid in the rural dis­
tricts the schools wore improving by these means. In this con­
nection he could not forbear paying a tribute to tho Young Men’s 
Christian Association. (Hear, hear.) They had found some­
times in organizing schools in tho rural parts, great difficulty in 
getting some one who was willing to act as Superintendent t™ 
when they appealed to the Young Men’s Christian Association 
they never failed to got some one to take that position though 
perhaps lie would have to walk three or four miles to attend the 
scImel. From the result of these efforts he was convinced that 
a little more earnestness and zeal and perseverance on the part 
ot laymen would result in tho establishment of a Sabbath School 
in every school section in the country. ( Hear, hear.) In those 
two counties at least he could say that a work had begun which 
no believed would load to the establishment of a Sabbath School 
in every school district. (Cheers.)

;o tho

erson,

Galt ; 
Hurd ;

York­
s', and

but

,

Rev. Dr. Thornton, Oslmwa, said they had in In's county 
learnt the advantages of county and township Conventions and 
ho hoped every friend of the Sabbath School cause would do all 
in his power to aid in getting up these associations, where thev 
had not been hold. J

! Con

■ÆÉ
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A gentleman from Prince Edward remarked that the diffi­
culty they had found in connection -with Bible classes, was to 
got good teachers. Ho instanced a school where the Bible class 
was almost a failure, until a lady took hold of it, and by her 
persevering efforts, succeeded in increasing the interest in it 
till now she lgul a class of over one hundred. Although they 
had nod yet held a Convention in Prince Edward, yet he could 
say that the work on the whole 

Bov. Mr. Briggs, fi 
order of proceedings for the

The Doxology was then sung, and Bev. Mr. Ault pro­
nounced the benediction. 1
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was in a prosperous state, 
the Business Committee, reported the 
.1 evening session.

FIRST DAY-EVENING SESSION

The Convention re-assembled at 7 o’clock, in Knox Church, 
and spent the first half-hour in devotional 
Bov. George Poll, of Clifton.

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT ELECT.
Mr. James \ ounu, M.P., the President-elect, having been 

introduced by the retiring President, addressed the Convention
ns follows Ladies and gentlemen of the Convention,_I have
to thank you for the honor done me, during my absence in 
Flora to-day, of electing me your President for the present \
I say, frankly, that 1 have seldom felt more inadequate to the 
proper discharge of the duties of any position which I have ever 
been invited to fill ; but as your call has been unanimous, I 
cordially accept it, assured that I shall have, in the discharge of 
the duties of the chair, your hearty support and sympathy, and 
that you will be, to use an old couplet, ' ^

exorcises, led by the

To virtues ever kind, 
ti’o my faults a little blind

As your presiding /fficcr, I can justly congratulate the Convon 

tion upon the happy allspices under which wo come together 
bait is not a large thwn, and it is not often wc have such an 
invasion as has taken place to-day, but the people generally 
havo extended a cojtiial welcome to each and to all—a welcome 
Doth to their homes and their hearts. We have present on this 
oecas'on, not only many of the most earnest workers for Christ 
m the Sabbath Schools of Canada, hut also the Iiev. Alfred Taylor

J■/
P.
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of Now York and Father Paxson, of St. Louis, Mo.; and the Bov. 
Henry Clay Irumbull, of Hartford, Conn, is expected to-mor- 
row-fnends vyhorn we greet not only as eminent workers in 
the cause of Sabbath Schools, but as citizens of a great and kin­
dred nation, bound to one common mother—Great Britain—bv 
a common lineage, language, laws, literature, by a common 
religion ; in tact by every tie which ought to bind two nations 
together in everlasting friendship and peace. (Loud cheers') 
It is also gratifying to be able, from the tone of the Report read 
by tho Secretary this afternoon, to congratulate you on the fruit 
which has attended your past Conventions, and to know that 
on this occasion, important subjects are to be brought under 
yom deliberation, winch it is hoped will render our Sabbath 
Schools still more efficient for the glorious work of imparting 
religious instruction to tho young. Wo live, Christian friends, 
!" “ "ynderful ago, and in noth.ng more wonderful, I think 
than its Christian activity. (Hear, hear). lam not of that 
school who take a gloomy view of the world 
believe it is annually growing 
member tho recent war on 
smoko of which four millions of si

rted the

ult pro-

/
s progress—who 

It is impossible to rc- 
tbis continent, out of tho din and 

.... .. ,, , ives became froedmon,with tho
right to worship (rod as they pleased—it is impossible to cast a 
glanco across the broad Atlantic, to the startling events now 
transpiring without feeling that, amidst all the passion, tho 
folly, the strife the bloodshed, the wickedness of man, Jehovah 
reigneth, and ttiat under His rule it is impossible that humanity 
can be receding from life Light, and drifting backward to the 
darkness and gloom of eternal night. (Cheers). It may be 
indeed I believe it is a fact, that in the great battle between 
right and wrong which has been going on over since tho crea­
tion, the lines have never been so sharply defined as at present 
there is, in my opinion, an intensity in the wickedness on ono 
side, never surpassed in any previous ago ; hut there is also on 
toe other an amount and intensity of Christian ottbrt, Zealand 
liberality never before witnessed, which must go on increasing 
until the banner of the Cross is planted, and the pure principles 
tl Unilniuty triumph, in every part of tho habitable globe 
this Convention may bo regarded as a sign of the times—an 
evidence of the increasing Christian activity of the ago. It is a 
gratifying sign to seo so many, belonging to different sects and 
bodies, in tins largo, influential and harmonious Convention. 
1 hough divided on ‘ 
amen till
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minor points, you are nil united on the fund- 
principles of Christianity, rind brio in heart and senti­

ment in regard to the cause of Sabbath School 
(Cheers). It speaks well for tho Christian activity of our 
country, that so many have loft their homes, thoir families and 
their business, to take part in this Convention

instruction.
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bath School cause is worthy of every exertion. I know no 
subject in the realms of science, of art; of literature, or of philan­
thropy more worthy of the consideration of a deliberative 
assembly. The good which Sabbath Schools have done, even in 
a single town like Galt—the good which they have effected in 
Canada—the good which they have accomplished for the world, 
only the cycles of eternity will reveal ; and in assembling 
together to push on the glorious work, this Convention is war­
ranted to expect the Divine blessing and the hearty God-speed 
of every true friend of the youth of our land. (Cheers).

Hymn—“ 0 for a thousand tongues to sing."

The President announced that the next in order on the 
programme was the Address of Welcome.
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Rev. J. B. Muir, Pastor of St. Andrew’s Church, (fait, said : 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, the pleasing duty of welcom­
ing the Convention to Galt now devolves upon mo. We welcome 
you as co-labourers in the same work in which many of us in 
Galt arc engaged. Wo do not welcome you as Englishmen, 
Irishmen, or Scotchmen, or even as Canadians, for “a man’s a 
man for a' that, although Canadians have no nationality. We 
welcome you as Christian brothers, as Christian laborers engaged 
in one of the grandest and greatest works in which the servants 
of Christ can be engaged. At first I had my misgivings in 
regard to the Convention coming to Galt, but when T see around 
me such an array of intelligent Christian men and women, all 
my doubts and misgivings are dissipated like the mists from yon 
river when the sun rises above the horizon. (Hear, hear.) I 
think our meeting in Galt will be crowned with success, and 
from what I have seen, it seems to me that the people of Galt 

cordially endeavouring to do all they can to make your 
residence here, short though it lie, as comfortable, as pleasant, 
•and as instructive as it can be. (Cheers.) The gentleman who 
occupies the presidential chair rejoices in being a Galt youth. 
Ho was brought up in Gall, and received a part of his Sabbath 
School training in the church of which 1 have the honour to be 
pastor ; and I may add that Mr. Maitland who presides over the 
musical department ot the Convention, is a universal favorite in 
Galt, and in my opinion, is second to no precentor that I know 
of in this good Dominion of ours. (Cheers.) You have mot 
here for the purpose of concerting measures for the better train­
ing of the youth of our land. The training of our youth in 
secular knowledge is a most important task, and they who 
undertake it should lie competent and efficient ; but how much 
more so should they be who are engaged in the great and impor­
tant work of instructing the youth of our land in the knowledge

!
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of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Ho who takes upon him 
that task requires not only to have a knowledge of the Christian 
plan but also to bo a living epistle known and read of all men. 
The laborers in the Sabbath School are working for eternity 
Cicero, a Boman orator, spoke for eternity ; Apelles, a Grecian 
paintor, painted for eternity ; Phidias, a Grecian sculptor, used 
his chisel for eternity. If these old heathens spoke and wrought 
in order that succeeding generations might give a kind of 
earthly mortality to their work, arc you not engaged in some- 
th.ng nobler far ? > ou are engaged in instilling into the minds 
of the children committed to your charge, those groat prim 
copies of divine truth which are at the basis of all true character 
and without Which a community cannot long exist, much less a 
nation. It scorns to mo that the work of the Sabbath School 
teacher is very much like the work of a little girl I have seen 
who wished to train a little lamb to take milk. She tried 
various ways, but at last she put her finger into the mouth of 
the lamb, and led it to the pail of milk, and afterwards she had 

difficulty m rearing it. And so it is, I apprehend, with 
those who arc engaged in teaching in the Sabbath School 
Somo teachers arc like the dry fingers that have nothing to 
give. If they would only bring their children to the sincere 
milk of the word, that they may grow thereby, they would bo 
doing just what Ho who said, "Suffer littlo children to come 
unto me and forbid thorn not," would have enjoined upon them 
" tllC!i0 Conventions wo have the advantage of communicating 

to one another our different ways of carrying on our Sabbath 
Schools W c can got more benefit from those Conventions hero 
than they can in the old country, because of the variety of 
nationalities amongst us and consequently of plans of teaching ■ 
and the more wo meet together and discuss those matters, the 
more efficient can we make our Sabbath Schools. You have 
said, Mr President, that we live in stirring timeswo do 
indeed. t seems to me as if the bonds of society were being 
sundered by the rude hand of anarchy and war. Who would 
have thought two or three months ago that there was to he such 
a state in Iluropo as„wo now see? Who would have thought 
some three weeks ago that eight weeks after the promulgati 
• C Ym 1 *a ‘,b! Ity t!ogma, he who was declared by it to bo 
infallible, would cease to bo a temporal prince ? Verily sir as 
you have well said, the hand of God is clearly scon in the events 
that have transpired upon the continent of Europe We arc to 
cease from man, and trust in that Saviour, who alone can save 

Vo arc to cease from all the traditions that have boon banded 
down from past centuries, and trust in that Word which has God < 
lor its author, truth for its subject, and salvation for its object 
and aim. Out of all this tumult and strife, all this ambition and
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passion, it seems to mo that mon will bo enabled to see more 
and more how that despotism cannot make mon brothers; how 
that even Republicanism cannot make men brothers; how that 
the Papacy has failed altogether in making men brothers; and 
I may add they will see that philosophy cannot make 
brothers, nor can socialism or communism; but that there 
system only, that can make us brothers and sisters, and 
Christianity; and only 
and find welcc

bcli

that is
one person in whom wo may all unite 

and that is the Lord Jesus Christ who said in 
prophetic language, “1, if 1 be lifted up from the earth will 
draw all men unto me." In looking forward to the time when 
all men shall be united, I sec in these Conventions 
that end
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Wo are beginning to see that after all it is wrong to 

hght over unimportant matters, and thus to cripple the wheels 
of Christian progress. Wo are trying to hasten the time when 
the htllo stone cut out of the mountain without hands, shall 
cover the whole earth, and when men shall not say one to 
another, “ Know ye the Lord, but all shall know him from the 
east unto the greatest." May ours and similar Conventions 

hasten on Uns happy time for our world. But whilst the 
Sabbath School is important as an auxiliary to the Church, it 
should bo only supplementary to the worjç of parents at home. 
It seems to mo that in this continent there is a tendency to 
shirk this parental training of the young, happily eo common in 
the old land from which I came. Napoleon when asked once 
what agencies best promoted the welfare of a country, replied 
“Mother8!” I would add an epithet to that word, and say 
“ C/tristimi Mothers !” They who hand over their little children 
to the care of Sabbath School teachers, without first 
them themselves and leading them to the throne of grace In 
order that Cod’s blessing may rest upon them, fail in their 
duty' and commit a groat mistake. That is the view I take 
of the Sabbath School. It does not substitute the work of 
the Sabbath School teacher for the work of the parent; it is only 
supplementary to it and an auxiliary of the Church of Christ. 
Wo have with us on this occasion several friends from the 
United States. I am sure that we welcome them as heartily as 
wo do our Canadian brethren, to our homes, our hearths 
altars and our hearts. (Cheers.) To mo it seems impossible 
that that great branch of the Anglo-Saxon race that 
the territory south and west of
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. us, should over so far forgot
their grand old lineage, their grand old literature, their grand 
old history, as thrilling as the annals of chivalry, as to como to 
hght with our beloved Canada. (Cheers.) 1 do not believe
that over this will take place. While I like their invasions of 
Christian fraternity from the other side, armed 
are prepared to oppose to the very death
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believe those armed invasions that have been made upon our 
territory from the other side, have been made in defiance of the 
principles and the views of the Christian men and women of the 
groat Remiblic. (Cheers.) Wo like you to come hero as you 
come to-day, for wo believe in that beautiful motto on the wall, 
“Christianity knows no boundary line I" Wo are all brothers 
and sisters in Christ, who are labouring together for the advance­
ment of religion amongst the youth. You have all soon, 1 dare 
say, the beautiful arch of ovorgreetis over the bridge, with the 
inscription on it of “ Welcome ” to our good town. As an 
emblem of our hospitality, may it be over green in your hearts 
and remind you that there is in Galt a company of the groat 
army of Sabbath School workers on this continent. We read 
that once upon a time a Roman Emperor was so filled with 
hatred against the people of that city, that ho wished they were 
all a bipod that he might strike its head oil' at one blow. To 
night, though no Roman Emperor, but only an humble minister 
of the Presbyterian Church, f could wish that this Convention 
was a bipod, that 1 might clasp you all to my heart and say, 
“ God speed to all your efforts !” (Cheers.)

Hymn—“ Breast the wave, Christian,” was then sung.

( z

REPORTS OF DELEGATES TO THE UNITED STATES.

The President said that since the last Convention, Mr. D. 
W. Beadle and the Rev. Mr. Millard had attended the State 
Sabbath School Conventions of Illinois and Missouri, as a depu­
tation from this Association, and lie would now call upon them 
to give an account of what they had there seen and heard.the

ty as Mr. D. W. Beadle—It would bo quite impossible for mo to 
comply with the request of our worthy President, and in the 
short time ttyit I can bo allowed, give you a recital of what was 
done at the three days’ Convention in Quincy, Illinois -a gath­
ering of some G,000 Sabbath School teachers—and at the large 
gathering afterwards held in Hannibal, Missouri. ~

one or two points of interest that struck my own mind, 
which I will endeavor to lay before you. One thing that struck 

particularly was the largo scale on which they did the work 
there. The meeting was hold in a largo rink, which was com­
fortably seated, and the floor covered with tan-bark and sawdust
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told that some 3,000 of them came from the country, and the 
rest from the city. On further enquiry, I found that the Con­
vention was not a delegate Convention, that is, there were no
s»hhg„,h «l0nti fr0"! cach ,scl’°o1 t0 represent it, but every 
Sabbath School worker m the Slate was invited to meet in Con­
vention (cheers , and that was the way they got up so large
tionI0nw|L l 1 btlll0V°l tlmt “ gmnd fcatul'C in their Confen- 
tions. What is the object of our Conventions ? Why it is to
possible™ V "lform,ltion’ by rubbing our brains together, as 
posstolc You may say we do tins by our county and township 
Convcnt'ons. We arc doing this, it is true, as far as we can 
but allow me to say that we cannot convey into these smaller 
Conventions these great Sabbath School workers we have here 

men such as Stephen Paxson, of Missouri, the Rev. Alfred
Ta) loi, of New York, and the Rev. Henry Clay Trumbull of
Connecticut. But if wo could got up a mass meeting Conv’on-
advânto"3’oIf'|re °f TtSabtmth 801,001 teachois could have the 
advantage of hearing those great minds. I understand London 
is going to ask for the Convention next year, and 1 challenge 
London to call a mass Convention. (CheCrs). Lot every 
come who is engaged in the work, and you will find I think 
bvaVdeir"t“Cpmi>l'*h a tir0al d°al mnro g°°'l lhan you could 
Struck me Wh, J ,oro ™ «"other feature that

on Tbev Ï deal of interest at the Quincy Conven- 
onlv iinif,? T™ d,SP,m6,nf lli° a',‘bf°t of uniform lossons-not 
i U",f0 ™ loss,°"" oac ' TO''ool, but for the whole State, and 

even for the whole of the United Stales and Canada, too. 
tin, vox?'* ,I,ndl9™“".'K this subject, they took the lesson for 

e noxt Sabbath-Chnst raising from the dead the son of the

state c Na'l’l n ,7s ÙÜ los,'0', ior ncar'y the wl'olo Of the otate the next Sabbath. There wdre tliere
hath School teachers listening to each 
teach that lesson
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... J1 WUH »■ gi'and scene, I assure you

tr r“ br^V^'“nd r-!1 ?,v° '^t «pou u,oeub-,|cct. I thought I had studied that lesson pretty well—for it 
happened to bo the lesson in my own school—but T got more 
! ° 't upon it, in that hall-hour’s discussion, than I could begin 
to express to you (Cheers). Now if we could only, to-morrow 
take uji next Sabbath’s lesson and discuss it, what a" vast amount 
of information would wo get. But that was not the whole of
fill furll c TÏ d'T8Sed at .........They proposed to go

still further, and have the minister drop the formality of a text
in one of Ins Sabbath services, and take up the Sabbath School 
lesson for the day, and teach it to his congregation. I must say 
that this plan struck a chord that vibrated pleasantly in my
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s6ul. I have thought that the clergymen in our day sometimes 
forgot what the Bible was given us for. They forget that we 
are to bo taught what that word means. I was glad to hoar the 
plan proposed, and I hope some of us shall live to see the time 
when our clergymen shall bo more expository in their dis­
courses, and that we shall sit at their feet and learn the Scrip- 
turos. (^Cheers). There was another feature of the Quincy 
Convention that I should not forget to mention, and that 
their complete organization. The State of Illinois contains 
somo 102 counties ; out of that number there are eight that are 
known to be not organized, and four that are doubtful, leaving 
90 that are fully organized, and most*of them holding their 
county and township Conventions. There are 4,513 Sabbath ' 
Schools in the State, with 47,010 officers and 334,487 scholars. 
The returns as to the proportion of public school children 
attending the Sabbath School were imperfect, but from all I 
could learn, they have succeeded in getting a largo proportion 
of the children in the public schools into the Sabbath Schools.
1 hat is the result of organization, and that organization implies 
a union among the schools that induces Christian men and 

to take a deep interest in them, and occasionally visit 
them. One gentleman told us at the Convention that he, with 
two or three others, ladies and gentlemen, packed up a portable 
molodeon, and hold little meetings here and there among the 
schools, doing much good in the way of stirring up and

'• Now this is what we want to do here in

the

mge

that

women

cncou
raging the teachers.
Canada. The Executive Committee. of our Association have 
already made a beginning in this direction during the past year, 
and I hope you will encourage them, by your sympathy and 
aid, to go on with the work till every township is organized and 
every school district is supplied with a Sabbath School 
must not sit down without referring to the unbounded hospi­
tality with which the Canadian delegates were treated. I u 

_ the kindness wo received, the cor­
diality with which our hands were grasped, the facilities that 
were given us for obtaining information, and the courtesy and 
attention that were show 
at Hannibal, they were not satisfied with our visiting the Con­
vention, but wanted to take us down to St, Louis and show 
their mission schools in that city
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r it every possible way I ndeed, 1
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their mission schools in that city’. 1 can assure you, from what 
I hoard, that a great work is going on there, and it has been 
eminently blessed. But my time is up now, and 1 must leave 
the details of our visit to Hannibal to Mr. Millard. (Cheers).

Bov. Mr. Millard fully' endorsed what Mr. Beadle had said 
respecting the hospitality with which they had been received 
at Quincy and Hannibal. With regard to the state of Sabbath 
School work in Missouri, he might just say that Father Paxson,
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pHnd‘aUv l T r ? ,uP"'ards of 2'000 Sabbath Schools, 
would no dn.M 01S’ , "0W lalion Mi»s°vvi in baud, and
wo,, m d° bV “ 6™llar Work in that State. There 
Sabbath School’1"’!’ ?1t,'080 107 W0I'“ more or Ices possessed of 
that stata TÎ 8-!r n was si:M a «"'eat deal to be done in 
attended V S’"" Convention was not nearly so largely 
attended as the Illinois Convention, but after all lie felt that

ST TLm7°r''a^ ?" ,Vr™'- ia 11,0 Missouri Conîeï So ' I It ^ nt 11 ('al)ll“* chairman in Mr. Il I) joncs of the 
us with b^S "Dk "Î St' Lo,,is> a"d ho almost overpowered 
OTtoSt on I™’,1"1"?';0 U8 U vc,7 Pressing invitation to 
fn this Conve,’,,' of 10 dccline- Oae subject discussed 
“ How r ■ ";"l‘ K™1 interest and earnestness was,
Schools ?" An I uutl° a g/’onter enthusiasm in our Sabbath 
,r, ‘ , 8 1 Ant^ °"e very simple answer to that was “ Let all

and aotlitf”0""0»" llds Convenlion K« home and talk about it, 
5 ft? "‘here interested m ,1.” That was the way suggested
ycar-TtîsTl W“yi As ,)lr Ro>’nold8 t"W at /el lei lie last 
siasm in h, In f huge Convenons wo get fired with cntlm-

hS “to create 

....... .. .............. extend their

Hymn “ Our field is the world.”
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SABBATH SCHOOL HYMNS AN1) MUSIC. Lo
Mi

The President in introducing fiov. Alfred Taylor, of New 
lorlt, to speak on this subject, expressed the gratification ho 
suro they all felt in having with thorn the brethren from the 
Cnitcd States. They might not ho able to give them so grand a 

reception ns our delegates were honored with in the United 
States, but their reception in Canada would, he 
as cordial. (Cheers).
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to send him homo again, but to receive him will, such a warm 
hearty welcome as 1 have mot with to-night. I did not at all
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SSSEEHtEîto-,ugh . (Laughter.) We hope htUe him here to morrow 

and to listen to Ins words of cheer and instruction. With regard 
to the subject 1 am to speak upon-Sabbath School Hymns and 
Music—I may say there are few matters of more importance or 
that more deeply concern our real interest. It is » matter of 
great moment whether iu our Sabbath Schools we have mod 
singing or abominable disco,d-whether wo sing songs of praTse 
and adoration unto the Most High, or whether wo till up a mile 
time in our Sunday exercises with mere amusement, pleasing 
musical am harmonious though it be. Now, although I have 
heard people objecting to the use of a text as a peg to ha, g a 
discourse upon, yet I will give you one lor what I am going to 

8JI) o JU1UNO tlio Lord nil yo nations, praise Him all 
people. CmimJians, Frenchmen, Dutchmen, Patagonians 
makes no matter whom—praiso Him every nationality on the 
face of the earth ; praise Him young men and maidens old 
people and lisping children—every one praise the Lord 
is the object oi our Sunday School music ? Is j, ,ho mere omov 
ment o harmonious sounds? Is it the mere entertainment 'the

Si M 'V\!h0 T: f" ‘oundr“M,"u l> ' fil these, hut if we stop with tliese our Lord's 
day music would be a failure and a disgrace. We want the
want\° /1'” 0 ‘ .i""1 Nvw T‘vf"meiit in our sacred songs—we 
want to lake up the spirit which we find al the very beginning 
ol Scripture songs of praise; to go back to the children of Isracd 
standing dry shod upon the shore of the Red Sea, after having 
passed through it-wc want to go back to the same spirit which 
animated tiir", to send up their glorious song of praise unto the 
Lord. We want to enter into the same spirit which animated 
Mrnain when she went out will, timbrel and sang that glorious 
song-"Sing unto the Lord for He bath triumphed gloriously 
t ie horse and Ins rider hath He thrown into the sea” We want’ 
the same spirit which filled 11,e heart of Deborah when she sang 
praises to the Lord who had triumphed over the enemies of 
fsraoi. f we cannot place ourselves i„ the spirit of the surround
ofrit o our n''"1"1"! We °an 1 “"•«elves in the

spmt oi on, surroundings, our experiences, our hopes
ti lumplis, and our longings ; and wo can enter into their spirit 

a very great extent, and have their spirit enter into us Wo 
go back to the sweet spirit of David, who. when he played ” 

befoto Saul could subdue the angry temper of that tyrannical 
monarch. When the evil spirit came upon Saul he sent for the 
sweet singer of Israel, who was able by his music upon the 
stringed instrument to subdue the evil spirit. We want to go
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back to the same spirit which pervaded the ancient people when 
gathered together at the dedication of Solomon’s temple, and 
when the glorious sound went up from the voices of that great 
congregation, and fromlho trumpets and stringed instruments 
the glory of the Lord came down and filled the place. As wo 
come down to later times wo find the same spirit of praise 
animating Paul and Silas when thrust into the innermost dungeon 
in Philippi, with their backs sore with tlie welts made on them 
by the lash, and instead of grumbling and mourning for their lot 
they make the jail melodious with their sweet songs of praise! 
We need the same spirit with us when wo engage in praises unto 
the Lord.' .The question then arises what shall ufo sing in our 
Sabbath Schools Î In the first place wo should nut sing the 
ridiculous, and I grieve to say that if wo turn ovef the pages of 
some of our hymn-books, we may find something that is ridicu­
lous. We may find actions attributed to the angels which by po 
possibility they could perform. Wo may find all manner bf 
things jingled and jangled together for tho sake of makint 
rhyme. But do not understand me as denouncing our Sunda 
School hyrmiology ; I am only pointing out a few of its blomishesf 
I love tho dear old hymns that have been handed down to Js 
from past ages, but lot mo toll you that age is not the only 
quality to bo looked for in a hymn-book ; because a hymn-book ’ 
is now it is not necessarily objectionable. I was looking over 

old hymn-book the other day, published in 1700, and there 
were not over four or five tunes in it which wo are now in tho 
habit of singing—times so dull and dismal that you would not 
have sung them, 1 am sure, even if you had boon in the jail at 
Philippi. (Laughtur.) But it is said, “ we must have respect for 
the old hymns. Well, I hilvo; I lay them gently aside and iet 
them stay there. 1 heard you singing Dundee; j love it, but I 
dont want an exclusive diet of Dundee—I love your old Scotch 
tunes, hut I don’t want them all the lime. Lot us have vivacity 
in our Sunday School music ; let ns have deep devout scriptural 
expression in every hymn. 1 have made it a rule for a long 
time in the little dealings I have had with hymnulogy always to 
reject a hymn which was so iinscriplural that you could not 
properly aflix a Scripture motto to il if a hymn will not boar 
that ; it there is so much stuff and nonsense in it about boatmen 
ferrying people across the Styx like old Charon, or something 
else equally absurd, that you cannot get a text of Scripture to go 
witli it, then leave the whole hymn out. I don't know that I 
could express very much bettor my ideas of what is tasteful and 
proper in Sunday School hymnology than by making mention of 
this beautiful little selection put into our hands. I was admiring 
its admirable taste, beginning with that grand old congregational 
chorus, “ All hail the power of Jesus' name.” That will do to
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“All hail the power of Jesus' 
Let angels prostrate fall ; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all.

A little further on we have__

11 Vain arc the hopes the sons of men 
On their own works have built ; ’ 

Their hearts by nature are unclean 
Their actions full of guilt,” ’

Thu youngest child in our Sabbath Schools 
that just as well as the old grandfather 
smg about our faith and hope—

the
68 Of

iicu-
y ho
r bf

L
can understand 

A little further,kinj
idaj

11 Let Christian faith and hope dispel 
The fears of guilt and woe ;

The Lord Almighty is our friend, 
And who can prove a foe ?" ’

!I

turn over andhCin rWC W!mt lighter “nd raoro lively strains,
the

I at “Jesus the water of Life will 
Freely, freely, freely."

give,
for

I let 
ut I 
itch

A very beautiful versification of the truth—" The Spirit and 
Iho bride say come, and let him that hcaroth say corne, and let 
him that 18 atlnrut come, and whosoever will let him take the 
water of life freely” It is all beautiful, all pleasant, all sweet, 
Brethren, when wo arc selecting our hymns, let us not choose 
hem merely for the sake of novelty. Let us look well into 

thou character. It is very hard, I know, to draw the line and 
say what is devotional, and what is not; but by all means lot 
us endeavor, as far as possible, to draw the line between the 
socular and the religious. It is hard to do it, because there 
some tunes that wc smg in our churches that originally belonged 
to secular songs. I have heard our dear old brethren, the Scotch 
u Tpïniln|'0r8’ Hingtoan °W Scotch drinking tune, the hymn 

When I can road my title clear.” _l need not give you the 
original words. The same may be said with regard to many 
other religious tunes, which I have not time to mention to night. 
What is the aim and object of our religious music ? It is to lead
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us to closer and more intimate communion with our God. It 
is not only to inspire pleasant feelings, but to animate us with 
devotional thoughts, to teach us the truth of God; to impress it 
upon our hearts ; to clinch the nail of truth, as it were ; to put 
into our hearts the very words of Scripture, and impress its 
lesson upon us. I like the idea, now so much advocated, of 
selecting hymns in our Sabbath Schools, as far as possible, that 
shall bear upon the lesson. It is, of course, impossible that 
every hymn should bear upon the lesson, but wo can carry out 
the plan much more closely than is generally done. For instance, 
if our lesson was the story of David and Goliath, it would be 
manifestly out of place to give out the hymn, 
my mother." So with a great many others 
strong a hold the Psalms have taken upon some of the most 
devotional of all our worshipping people. Devotion is the 
wherever we find it in tlje human heart, however differently it 
may bo expressed. J heard last Sunday morning, one of the 

t grandest expressions of devotional feeling I over heard
in the Brooklyn Tabernacle—Presbyterian—capable of accom­
modating 3,000 people—and when those 3,000 stood up to praise 
God, it was a glorious sight. I like the idea of standing up to 

tho Lord. Make your children stand up when they sing. 
If you were to see the absurd position of tho diaphragm (a very 
important organ in singing), when they are sitting down to sing, 
you would see how important it is that they should stand. 
“Stand up and bless the Lord, ye people of IIis choice.” Last 
Sunday morning, these 3,00(1 people stood up to praise tho Lord ; 
what a grand chorus it was ! They sang “ Rock of Ages," 
“Jesus, lover of my soul," “Before Jehovah’s awful throne." 
It was grand. They had an organ, but it was to lead the music; 
it was plainly played—no operatic nonsense about it. No foolish 
choir was there, to whisper nonsense and write love letters on 
the fly-leaf of tho music books. (Laughter). They had ono 
strong-lunged, strong-bodied precentor to lead them. Such a 
chorus of praise it was! I could not help contrasting it with 
tho performance in another church I

that?
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1 know how 1

\
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3,00(1
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m some time ago. 
The minister got up and, giving out a hymn, said, “ Lot us sing 
to tho praise of God ;” but ho did not mean lot us sing ; lie meant 
let those few folks up in tho choir sing it. (Laughter). I sat 
down there, and, true to my natural instincts, began to sing. 
The looks that were directed at me from all sides ! 1 soon found 
I was making a disturbance, and that nobody else was singing. 
Of course not ! Those people, the choir, were paid for singing, 
just as much as the minister was paid for preaching, and I 
should not help them sing any more than help the minister 
preach. We read that ho who bflfers as a sacrifice to the Lord, 
that which is blind, or halt, or maimed, commits an abomina
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tion. I often think of that passage when I go into some of our 
churches, and hear the poor miserable dribble of music that 
comes from the choir, and freezes as it falls upon the congre­
gation ; and I have thought, what is it the Scripture says about 
that? “It is an abomination unto the Lord.” I have thought 
of it when I have heard some old fellow, whose only recommen­
dation for singing is that he has domnt for 50 or TOO years 
whining out what professes to be praise to (iod, as if he thought 
the church was the most dismal place on earth, and therefore 
he would sing the most dismal tune in the most dismai 
he know how. 
tion to the Lord

As the lamb intended for sacrifice had to be without Idem 
ish, so ought we to have the very best music we can gel m our 
churches, and especially in our Sunday Schools. We must 
banish the idea that anything will do for the children. i Hear, 
hear). You don’t give your children spoiled cabbage or tainted 
meat at your table, butyou give them of the bcslyou liave for > 
selves ; so in religious teaching, give them the'very best, 
expressions of music are different, but if it comes from the heart 
't is as acceptable to God, whether it is the grand chorus of 
3,00» voices, or the feeble utterance of some devout Christians 
gathered together in some little country school house or on the 
hill top. It is all home as
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gel wings to the throne of the 
Most High, and the over-open car of the Great Jehovah listens 
to it, and the ever gracious Saviour, sitting at the right hand of 
the throne, takes it and hears it to the Most High. I have gone 
into some of our cathedrals and heard the grandest strains of 
music, but I never hoard sweeter or more devotional music than 
I heard once front an old negross. sitting by the light of a pine 
knot, in a poor wretched cabin in Georgia. That was before the 
bonds were struck off those four millions of people. Thank God 
they are free now. There' sat the old woman, singing the 
sweetest music I over heard. Let me sing it to you something 
as I hoard it then—

res,

,1 ish

h a

ago. xZ11 Nobody knows du trouble I Imb,
Nobody knows but Jvstis ;

Nobody knows du trouble I Imb,
Nobody knows but Jesus.

King glory. Hallelujah.

Sometimes I’m 
Komêtimes IT..
Sometimes de glory shines around,

Sing glory, Hallelujah,"

And the old woman with her dusky countenance lighted up, and 
her eye directed towards heaven, sang “Glory, Hallelujah ” for

sing

mg.
sometimes I'm down, 

el wid de ground ;
111 up, 
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'V the very trouble she had ; and then she came to the last verse 
and burst forth with— preaci

pleasn 
that g

throne
rccciv

sound

" rMibody knows tie joys I hah 
Nobody knows but Jesus ; 

Nobody knows tie joys I hub 
Nobody knows but 

Sing glory, Hallelujah

Sonn timts I'm 
Sometimes I'm 
•Sometimes tie gloi 

Sing glory, Hall

sometimes I'm down,
1 witl tie ground ; 

ry shined around, 
lelujah.'1

(Loud cheers). 1 once heard some old sailors, who were holding 
a prayer meeting on the deck of a steamer, sing praise to God 
that they wore about getting sale home at last. You know that 
beautiful song—
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“ < I lory to (loti, all 01 
Ulorv to Hod, we re

gers are pusi 
home at last.’

I tell you the music that went up from their four voices, and 
from their hearts, too, was glorious. I have often thought, dear 
friends, when wo are leading our children in their songs of 
praise, and tuning their voices to sing to God. what is to bo the 
effect of all this ? what are we teaching them ? Wo arc sowing 
good seed in their hearts, or wo arc fooling with them; wo are 
leading them in the path of divine truth, or wo are trifling with 
their time. 1 hose great congregations of little worshippers will 
soon grow up, and how important it is that wc should teach 
them something that will lead them more closely to Jesus! 
What, a box c all price, is the value of the smallest immortal soul 1 
Think of it, brethren, xvhen you arc teaching your children to 
sing; no matter what the song is, the great thing is to load 
them right to Jesus. It is not only to interest them, to prop 
them for the duties and responsibilities of this life, hut for 
citizenship in another and ti better country; not only to prepare 
them to “Gather at the river, where bright angel feet have 
trod," but to walk for over and ever in the presence of our 
Saviour.

Re
He said 
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together, 
stimulât' 
tion, am 
the bone 
that are 
ized, xv h 
meeting 
sen gers 
gatherin; 
means th 
up, the t< 
the xvastc 
and steps

“ When saints gather round Thee, dear Jesus, above 
Ami vmwii Thee with jewels of infinite lové ; 
Amid those bright mansions of glory so fair 
O tell me, dear Jesus, il I shall be there.”

Brethren, there is a question for every teacher, and teacher 
ol inusic, for every parent al home and every teacher at the 
Sabbath School, ns he joins with the children in songs of praise 
to the Most High ; there is a question for every pastor xvho
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verse
preaches weekly in a congregation made up ))lllt|v „f „dllltR 
and largely of children. Shull we all sing. ,„',t mere! - ,1,™ 
pleasant songs which wo sing upon earth, but shall i,c bo of
tha great congregation of all nations and people- l „t micrht J 
host without number who shall cast their cmwns b fm'e ,1

°n0’ hlS 7™, “ Worl,"y i8 llro who wi th in 6
honor, and glory, and power, and dBiinion ^

great company of the gloriliej shall tukcL X 
sound a mighty 11 Amen, and Amen, and Am > 
and ever? (Loud cheers). ’

receive

strain ttmi 
for ever

All hail the power of Jesus’ name "

iSSËBSB! God
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ORGANIZATION OF COUNTIES.

He said-iltlthni'ii" W'T 7lci! 0,1 ,0 introtluco this subject 
He sa d 1 feel that the introduction of a plain, practical mat
tei-of-fact, business-like topic like this, after the thrilling address
àf «nJn?t 10 n1’ls mhor out of place ; but the g 
of the Business Committee . . programme

I „ r, must 1,0 carried ont. What doby County organization ?" We take it in the Convcn
SSSrri V10""1 "Wm th0 organization of Sabi
of Sabtoth Sehnol Sh0Uu he ?0unlry’ the organization
ot Sabbath School workers of each county for Convention worl-
Schnof W° r u8tand " t'0llnt>’ '* not organized whose Sabbath 
tXl "’,r IC,'fdo "“f mout I" Convention, do not take counsel 
togethoi do not walk to tile house of God in company ” do not 
stimulate one another by all the various oxercise^f a Convon- 
tion, and do not consider the ways by which thov mnv vi i . 0 benefits of the Sabbath SchoK.h^se ’pXffi Xy 

tha are without them. But [ do consider that county Zn f ized whoso Sabbath School teachers have at least { yearly 
meeting at some central point, from which they send out mes- 
engers to the various townships, in order to hold smaller 

gatherings in each township at least once a year Rv rl.,. 
means the Sabbath School statistics of tho county are gathered 
ip, the teachers instructed and stimulated in their work and all 
ho wasto and desolate places throughout tho county are explored 

and steps taken to establish Sabbath Schools therein. Those of
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you who wore present last year at the Belleville Convention, 
will remember that this question was made somewhat prominent ; 
and it was the great feature of our meeting there, that after 
many feeble attempts in that direction, we determined to make 
a vigorous effort during the then coming year, to organize the 
counties of Canada for Sabbath School work ; and in the Itej 
presented to this Convention, you had the very gratifying 
statement of the extent to which this work has been carried
In Ontario there are between 40 and 50 counties, and 1 am very 
happy to be able to repeat from the report, the fact that, while 
in the preceding year 1 believe there were no more than five or 
six county Conventions held ; during the past year, between 20 
and 30 were held, and nearly every one of them was a success. 
At the beginning of the year, the Executive Committee requested 
our Secretary to devote as much of his time as possible to this 
work of organizing the counties, and it was agreed among the 
members of the Committee that, as far as possible, they would 
assist him in the work e or two going to this Convention, 
another one or two to that Convention, and soon; so that those 
counties to which Convention work might bo new, might have 
some one to show them the way at first. Now our mission is. 
and wo shall not be satisfied till it is realized, to have it,
county in Ontario, and every Protestant county in Quebec also, 
organized in this Convention sense, for Sabbath School inspira­
tion and instruction, and for Sabbath School improvement and 
extension. I believe that during this coming year, every county 
(I do not know of one exception) will want to hold a Conveiv 
lion, that held one last year; and I believe, also, that many of 
those who arc at present at this Convention from unorganized 
counties, will go back with the firm determination that their 
county shall not be behind the rest 
fatigable and earnest Secretary, whose labors are more and more 
appreciated by this body, year after year, will bo as willing as 
ever to devote his energies to this work ; and I do not think 
the members of the Executive Committee, who have hitherto 
voluntarily assisted in this work, will be at all behind-hand. I 
would repeat what I said last year at Belleville, to the Sabbath 
School teachers in each county,—Do not depend too much upon 
outside assistance. It is very well for the little child to have 
its mother’s hand reached out to steady it, but it does not do for 
the child to go in that way many years or even months. The 
habit of leaning on outside assistance is one that, in the long 
run, will be disastrous to the energy, the self-respect, and the 
full development of local talent at our county Conventions. Of 
nothing at those meetings was I more convinced than this, that 
there is power enough and to spare, to conduct those Conven­
tions with complete success, if only our friends have the will
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and the courage, and the self-confidence to use it. There is 
plenty of power undeveloped to accomplish all the work, and 
you will he amazed when you once take proper means to cull 
out your local talent, to find what resources you have amongst 
yourselves ; to find how much knowledge and zeal and Chris­
tian earnestness there are in the Sabbath School teachers all 
over the land. 1 would say to those engaged in this work, you 
must not bo dismayed by meeting with some difficulties at the 
beginning. 1 boro is a
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. , . . regular course of difficulties to get over
m beginning thin work. In the first place there in the doubting 
ntage, the questioning, the ignorant stage. “ What is this 
Sunday School Convention? what is it all about? what is the 
good oi it ! lijforo almost every Convention is held, you have 
these objections to meet. The best way to meet those doubts 
and enquiries la with a copy of our Annual Report; put 
of it into the hands of those doubters; it will show them 
good wo have already effected, and how we have been stimu- 
Luted to the work by mooting together ; and in a dhort time these 
doubts will vanish. Then there is the stage of inexperience to 
be gone through. Tins difficulty is fell after tho Convention 
meets. Delegates come together, and, ns Thomas Carlyle puts 
it, ' Silas passive buckets to he pumped into," sit as though 
all the work had to be done from the platform, and thoy had 
only to Hit, with open mouths to receive it; and it will require 
some ski I, and tact, and Christian patience, and perhaps, at that 
stago, a little outside help, in order to set the Convention a 
talking. If you can only got through with the first afternoon, 
the victory is won. Tho first afternoon is generally tho trying 
time. 1 think we have had a very grand first afternoon at this 
Convention. 1 do not think I ever saw a Convention start so 
well, so earnestly and vigorously, iis this one lias done. Tho 
iaet is, we arc beginning to understand these Conventions, how 
to work them, what is wanted, and pretty well how to attain it. 
Rut tlie stage of inexperience lias to he gone through in every 
county. Lot not the early laborers lie discouraged by the
strangeness which they must expect to feel. That will wear off 
at the first Convention almost, and they will feel less and loss 
of it at ■ each succeeding Convention. Then I would say to 
those engaged in this work, don’t wait till you find everybody 
in tho county eager and earnest for the work. If you can get 
a dozen, or half-a-dozen, or even tliroo portions, who are tho­
roughly in earnest, that is almost enough to start with. Two or 
three earnest men, determined not to give this matter up, but 
to go on patiently and lovingly with the work, in spite of 
opposition and coldness, will bo pretty well sufficient to 
it through. Now dour friends that are in counties already 
organized, let me earnestly entreat you, if you have ever been
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discouraged and in some measure disappointed by the result of 
last year’s meetings, do not give the matter up, but go on till 
you succeed. Why, if wo were to toll you the experience we 
have had in relation to the Provincial Convention work, that 
has now become such a great tin t and such a great power, thank 
God, in this land, you would wonder how much cold water has 
been thrown upon it, ami how very few there were who stuck 
toil all through. To those who have not had such meetings 
lot me add an earnest exhortation that they may go to work at 
once and take means to got them up. Get. together a few earn­
est spirits, combine all denominations if possible, call your 
preliminary mooting at some convenient time and place, if you 
are entirely new to Convention work, get some of the admira­
ble manuals that are published on the subject. Mr. Eggleston 
has published a very good one in Chicago. But 1 think you 
would find all you need in those published by our own local 
writers. Rev. George Poll, Rev. John Wood and Rev. Alexander 
Sutherland have written manuals on the subject, in competition 
for the prizes offered by the Sabbath School Association; and in 
them you will find most, minut.0 and complete directions for 
holding all these meetings. Study these, make yourselves 
masters of them, and then, in the words of the celebrated French 
saying, “organize su< 
right place for your meeting--, 
people will lie free and hospitahl 
meet. Provide the best 
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Choose the right time and the 
Go to some plaeo where the 
e in entertaining those who 

means you can for good sinking. How 
meeting to-day has depended upon the 

singing we have had. Then gel a good programme; [ would 
say, arrange your programme well beforehand. We have found 
the advantage of a prepared programme at our Provincial Con­
ventions, though we may have to alter it in some respects at the 
last moment. Get interesting, practical subjects—subjects that 
will call out (|k< Convention ; gel good men to open the discus­
sions on them, wlm will not exhaust them, hut leave somethin'-- 
for others to say. One of (he greatest desiderata in these moo?- 

■. Our Provincial Conventions 
so good for this, owing to the mini hers that attend them 

though they are not so large as in Illinois—where they gather 
the people together hv tin- five thousand. But in the comity and 
township Conventions every one can have a clnpice to express his 
views, and it the subject is properly brought before the ( 
tion there will he
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no trouble in getting plenty of talking, rough 
and ready though it may he sometimes And depend upon it, 
it is better to have rough, and blundering, and ungrammatical 
expressions by the score, from the body of the hall, than to have 

r a succession of brilliant addresses from the platform. (Cheers). 
Though they, of course, add much to the success of the Convon-
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tion. 1 ho very object of the Convention is to got the working 
men to lay their difficulties before you, to ask how to conduct 
their schools, ami to toll Us how they conduct theirs. For some 
of the grandest successes in the Sabbath School work have been 
won by mon who have fought thoir oani way, unguided and 
unmstructed, who havo won suet-oss almost alono and in snito of 
tho greatest obstacles. For t ho complete organization of a 
county, it in necessary to have township as well as county Con- 
veillions. I find that the county Conventions are great feeders 
to the Provincial Conventions; that wherever a good Conven­
tion has been held in a county, tho members of it aim to. 
to tho Provincial. No , qymo

in order to havo good county Cdtiveti- 
tions, we must have township Con veillions. I do most earnestly 
desire to see, ni every county ami township, a meeting of this 
kind held this year. Il is hul very few can come to tho groat 
Irovinciul Conventions, and it is most important that wo should 
carry the blessing of this Convention home to every one inter­
ested in Sabbath Schools throughout, the Provinces.* How much 
in included in that phrase, “apt to touch mid when wo hear 
those great master# of teaching unfold their methods of toachiilg 
tho various rim*» in a school, wo cannot help thinkinir how 
much there is yet for us to learn on this subject. There are 
Sabbath School leathers all over the Country wlio feel their need 
in this respect, but who cannot attend these (Jonventions ; and 
wo should therefore, as far a# possible, bring tho Conventions to 
them. Hut, Mr. Chairman, Iain only asked to open this sub­
ject, I by no means wish to exhaust, it. Wo wish to carry into 
practice to-night the plan I have just mentioned, of getting tho 
Convention talking on the subject. If those who have already 
had local Conventions, would toll us thoir experience in regard 
t° t,10m i antl if those, who want to hold Contentions, would tell 
us tho difficulties they anticipate, the object wc have in view 
would be attained. (Cheers).

Hymn—“ Battling for the Lord."
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The Chairman announced that tin: subject of Organization 
in Counties, was now upon for discussion in brief addresses, not 
exceeding five minutes.

Mr. -Stephen Paxson—Some 27 years ago, this Convention 
idea was attempted to bo carried ont by myself, though I had 
before hoard it expressed by any body else. ' i saw tho political 
parties of the day calling thoir partizuns together to organize 
for elections, and it occurred to mo that an organization among 
Sunday School teachers must result in great benefit to them, and 
to the cause generally. I had organized 15 schools in the county 
in which I lived, and the teachers needed instruction, and I.
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being ignorant myself, could not teach them. It occurred to 
me that if I were to call them together, and get them to discuss 
topics bearing upon the work in which they were engaged, they 
would teach one another; so I called them together. They 
looked at me, and did not know what to make of it 
them said 1 had Sunday School 
some of them would have had me in the Insane Asylum, but 
fortunately for me there was none in the State of Illinois at that 
time

of a
We

Some of 
I don’t know buton the brain.

that

(Laughter;. 1 saw it was too early, but before the 
Convention closed, I made this prediction : The Convention 
idea, I believe, is the right one ; and though I do not expect to 
live to see it, in my opinion the time will come when every 
county in the State will have a Sunday School Teachers’ Con- 

That was 27 years ago. Three years ago 1 attended 
the Illinois State Sunday School Convention, and I heard the 
President announce that every county in that State was organ­
ized. (Cheers). It seemed to me I had lived beyond my time, 
for I did not expect to live to sec it. Of these counties in the 
State, I had the pleasure ef organizing 43 myself. (Cheers). I 
fully believe in the remark of the last speaker, that those local 
Conventions bring out local talent. There is a power in organ­
ized effort to bring out talent, the fruits of which I have often 
seen in my own State. Don’t be discouraged because you do 
not, succeed at first ; you must have a Sunday School Conven­
tion in every township and county in this beautiful Province of 
yours. It can be done—with determined effort and Cod’s bles­
sing attending you, you must succeed. If we can got the people 
together to talk about Sunday Schools, we raise up their enthu- 

and accomplish a great end. We are living in a wonderful 
It seems to me that our Heavenly Father is, in this ago, 
than He cvctedid before, turning the hearts of the parents 

to the children. Thousands and tens of thousands of children 
are singing Hosannahs, through the influence and power of the 
blessed Sabbath School work. We are co-operators with the 
ministers of the Cross. This is the first time I over had the 
pleasure ol addressing a Canadian audience. It does my soul 
good, and I will tell you why : In travelling over the Western 
States, I never came across an Knglislmmn who was not a friend 
of the Sunday School. He might he an Infidel, but still he 
believed the children should be taught divine truth. I love 
Englishmen, and J suppose you arc second cousins to them— 
because they are friends to the Sabbath School, and also because 

* my forefathers were Englishmen. I owe all that I am, under 
Cod, to the Sabbath School, and 1 should love it. (Cheers).

Rev. Ceo. Bell, Secretary of the County of Welland Sab­
bath School Association, said it might he well to state the mode
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of working that they had adopted in the counties of Lincoln and 
Welland, as it might assist in overcoming a difficulty which 
many who were anxious to engage in the work felt. Some 
imagined that a great amount of machinery is required to carry 
on those conventions, and they were afraid they could not got 
along without it. He could tell them from his own experience, 
that very little machinery was required to carry on a local con- 

This was the way they carried on the work in his 
county. The Executive Committee of the County Association, 
*°nt QMl it printed circular, giving a few brief directions as to the 
best way ot conducting and getting up township conventions. 
These circulars wore sent to Sab Hath School teachers and others 
interested in the

iscuss

They
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the
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work throughout the county. The next thing 
to ho done was to find out a few persons in each municipality 
who were willing to attempt to get up a convention, The Exe­
cutive Committee of the county should appoint the host man 
they could find as Secretary for each municipality ; then lot this 
man, with one or two others, send out a brief circular, calling a 
convention at a particular time and place, and announcing a few 
subjects that would be taken up for deliberation. Lot arrange­
ments be made for furnishing one meal to those who would como. 
Let the meeting be held at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and let 
arrangements bo made to accommodate those who como from a 
distance and cannot very well return- homo at night. Let one or 
two of the Executive Committee of tho county attend to start 
the answers and bring out the local talent. Get tho teachers of 
the locality to tell their own feelings, their.wishes, wants, diffi­
culties, trials, and successes. The matter is not so very difficult 
you will find after all. It does not involve a largo expense, and 
it does not require much machinery. Even if you have not a 
great amount of local talent or experience, the mooting together 
of fifty or a hundred Sabbath School workers to talk over tho 
work in which they engaged, will he sure to result in groat 
good, and there is unreason why this much at least should not 
be done in every village and township in the Province, (lo homo 
and try it. [Cheers.]
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Mr. John lv. Cook, of St. Catharines, said they had found in 
the vicinity of St. Catharines, where ho had boon engaged in 
Sabbath School work, considerable prejudice against conventions. 
So at first they dropped tho name and called a meeting of tho 
teachers, which was very successful. By this means they had 
got some to engage in the work who formerly kept aloof, and 
besides they had been much stimulated and encouraged them­
selves.

he

3ab- _ Mr. Daniel McLean. Toronto, said he had some experience 
during the last year in the matter of local organizations, and he
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(Jouhfw tin il E”------ ,,v “‘-‘■v.-uuu, uiuugn obéré wereuoubt« and fear» first, was successful. If there wore \r
thing could" hnV ltll0r0,I^rh|y in earnest in the w\k, the 
cominirev» • 0ne* ^ 10 vftin° °f these conventions wits bo- 

J1, Or«lay more and more manifest. In our large èities
tbe chu,îh0,,;lütr,Ml1'1 T T '° ‘ho Church they we^tig ,i ; . the people, and so in order to keep up aiya extend 
X;13 11,0 8,lbl,,“h school in each localit/got Z

n eon v"‘ ":U m l° mrot "Wlher. To every delate from 
year d-Jh ,,w. :1'n“‘-V “'(-'“nmed, lie would say do not lot this 
The i’v.xMir ^ , every township in it is thoroughly organized, 
was non,1,8 ll',0.L'lmm 1 lteo woready to help when their help 
hold nu,.,,, ’ii'1"1,.1,,1 ,c ‘rarhers m each locality wonld only take 
hold earnestly vi the work, it could he done

7 convention he attended, though . 
first, was successful. If there woreNanly 

place thoroughly in earnest in the

BlU A l L.,Nr they had las! year organized a 
atten lcd u'l'0"!'0',’ 1,1 , lrf tings, and from the success which 

l| llu lmd »» Jo.ibt that conventions could he held will, 
' 1 eoU'"-> - yvar II,ey intended to hav

township II, the county organized.

wore intended, d they were not subdividedm I • ’ 111.) "ere hoi subdivided, so to sneak intoI rX '"rr'rr 1i»»o *«*»•* »<• tCo,™*mon he v 1 "<1'h 'o wan Secretary, lie said they had entered
hS, v fi '"S," Convention with a good deal of
tiensoftZ,nostr ' U ".811 ■ ll,a" "u't thü

tion ™IV 1,11,1 «'"«y- tn he a little assump-ïlv lieIU 11101,0 «'"to one had need
‘ . .1 11 !**•* 1° ofiicious, and risk the charge being made

not to”, ' m,S P“UiM" l,imsolf forward whore ho ought
boa, on 1 •1 I ,0ro m'v ,|W*P othore to oome after him and 

i “P ‘"f hands; d was a union of oliort that caused the 
success of their County Convention last winter at Berlin. They 
“WX"1 organizing township Conventions, but 
1 H '■”1nr "10W Conventions in indefatigable

, . 111 1 « (taiivs, who wore in constant conmmnic.'ii irm wiih

more than met the vxpecta- 
sangnino. They had begun with small things, 

eded well. There had always to he a little
tions of t he most 
and had sin

him as County Secréta,ÿdZlàürL, XZk IE illtï

SZ 'm Tl'° tll,lt ',“d b“'" P'oposod and which he 
hoheved Ihuy would carry out, was to appoint visions to visit
Scholl °m'l l,18t!'lcl;l‘,of the County. For instance, two Sabbath 
School workers in (.alt might he appointed by the County 
Association to visit the Schools at Preston, and two from that 
placo to visit the Schools at Berlin, and so on
Sr.lX® 8,°.m0 :lr“"Scre a‘ le“"t once a year into every 
Sabbath .School lor the purpose of giving a little life and variety

In that way they
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to the working of the School. lie believed that would prove to 
bo a very useful plan, and might perhaps be more generally 
adopted. One evidence of the useful character of these Con­
ventions was to be found in the fact that notwithstanding the 
doubts they had with regard to their first Convention, after it 

held the people of Berlin wanted it hack there next, year so 
satisfied were they that it had conferred a substantial benefit 
upon the Sabbath School cause in that place.

On motion of Mr. Beadle, the discussion on the subject 
closed.

I lie Doxology was then sung, the Benediction was pro* 
noil need by Rev, Dr. Boomer, and the second session came to a

i
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SECOND 1>AV.—M0IIN1NG SESSION
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The Contention met at 9 o'clock in the Town Hall. After 
devotional exercises, led by the iiev. Alfred Taylor,

The I’ttESllJENT announced the subject of discussion (o be

TEACHER'S INDI VIDUA L Hi ERA RAT ION 
AND HELPS.

THE OF THE LESSON

Rev. Septimus Jones, M. A., of Belleville, was called upon to 
introduce the subject. He said:—The subject allotted to me is “The 
Teacher’s Individual Preparation of the Lesson.” By it 1 understand 
that study which every teacher should perform for himself and by 
himself, before he attempts to teach a lesson to his class. Preparation 
is of two kinds—general and special. First there is general prepara­
tion Now I am not going to pourtray the ideal Sabbath School 
1 cacher who, like Macaulay’s imaginary schoolboy, knows everything 
under the sun. He need not be a profound theologian, a walking 
theological dictionary, a pulpit cncyclopædia ; he need not know 
everything, but at the same time, ho ought to know more than his 
pupils—ought to know those things which it is most necessary his 
pupils should bo taught, and ought lo be able to say with the modest 
youth, who on being asked what he knew, answered, 1 
much, sir, but what I do know I know for certain.” 
know what sinners of all

the

but
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he

not very 
He ought to

ngcs most require to be taught—the grand 
outlines of the Gospel ; the natural depravity of man ; the nature and 
consequences of sin ; the quality of true repentance ; the way of
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acceptance through Christ ; the person,.offices and work of Jesus the 
God-Man, the promised Messiah, our Prophet, Priest and King ; the 
ten commandments spiritually interpreted ; the new birth, through the 
Holy Spirit ; the chief obstacles and helps of the Christian life ; the 
nature of the sacraments ; the example of Jesus. These great truths 
he ought to be able to prove and illustrate by texts, by prophecies, by 
narratives from the Old and New Testaments, and to have at least’the 
great proof-texts with respect to Christianity and the way of salvation 
committed to memory—ready at hand, even in his mouth and in his 
heart. Then lie ought to have some little technical knowledge, such 
as the order and abreviated names of the Books of the Old and New 
Testaments, and the outlines of sacred geography, lie should try 
also to get a little knowledge of children—know how to catch their 
smile and lay hold of their hand, understand theii 
of thought and feeling. We 
we were young

ways, and modes 
very apt to forget how we felt when 

To become again as little children is a good prepara­
tion for entering upon Sunday School teaching, even as it is for 
entering the Kingdom of Heaven, Above all, it is needful that he
should possess that general preparation of the heart, and corresponding 
answer of the tongue, which cometli from the Lord ; that lie should 
know and love that precious Saviour to whom he is to win his scholars ■ 
that he should be able to sympathize with them, from experience, in 
all the sorrow and the joy of a spiritual conversion, and that it should 
be his heart’s desire and prayer to God that he may be enabled to 
glorify God, and be a blessing by helping to bring his scholars to the 
Saviour s feet and lift up the little ones into the arms of Jesus. This 
general biblical and experimental knowledge is just what the pupils 
cannot be expected to possess, and which the teacher must supply. 
But we require not only a general, but also a special preparation. 
When the teacher is called to select the lesson this forms in itself an 
important part of the preparation. Two great principles should guide 
us—adaptation to the actual wants of the pupils, and a progressive 
arrangement whereby one lesson will lend light and interest to another. 
But wc will suppose one lesson assigned to all the classes ; and now 
what shall be our first step in the preparation of the lesson itself. 
Need 1 say, I would first of all begin by invoking that Holy Spirit of 
God who inspired the sacred volume, and beseech him to open our 
eyes to behold, and our hearts to receive the wondrous things which 
are written in God’s law. We must be on our guard against the habit 
ot regarding the study of the lesson us a mere intellectual 
borne teachers fall into this exorcise.

. ,, , Their instructions arc clear and
able, but cold ; and they may do a certain kind of work, even shaping 
an altar, and laying the wood in order upon it, but it will need some 
praying Llijali—rough and homespun, possibly, but thoroughly in 
earnest, to come and call down the tire. The Scripture is the word of
r ii • “ rV°’nta , 'n lIlC tcmPlc-. und sl)cak to the people all the words 

oi this life. It is meant to give support and to quicken life in the
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the soul—spiritual life. Truth is the vehicle or means, but life is the 
end—spiritual and eternal life. Christ gives his people to have life in 
themselves, and the word uttered by the living Christ is what has the 
moving, living power. Intellectual preparation may display a certain 
power, but it is not the power of God unto salvation. Hut now we will 
open our Bible, if possible, on the Sunday evening previous, and turn 
to the lesson when our hearts arc warmed up by the exercises of the 
day, and fresh from contact with our scholars. 1 should urgently 
recommend the use of a strongly bound Bible, of fair proportions, 
good print and paper, and a margin (upon which notes may be written, 
if desired), maps and index, and above all, with (rood marginal refer­
ences—a Bible that may last you for many years, and with spectacles 
until your studies on earth arc ended. This is an aid to memory, and 
gives facility in reference. Even the most accomplished swordsman 
or musician (and teachers and preachers are, in Holy Scriptures, so 
compared) can handle best that particular blade or instrument to 
which he is most accustomed, and it is somewhat so with the noble 
organ of Bible truth, with its varied stops and countless voices, and 
the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God. The best Bible I 
know of for this purpose is Baxter’s Treasury Bible, a treasure 
indeed ; but the margin is narrow, and it is expensive, costing some 
$5. Mine was a gift from a faithful, generous member of my Bible 
class ; I thought it an excellent, practical idea. (Cheers and laughter.) 
The London Tract Society has published a Bible nearly as good, for 
less than one-half the price. There is Brown’s Self-interpreting Bible, 
in a portable shape, and there may be others which 1 should be glad 
to hear of. But let us get on with the lesson. The first thing will 
be to read over the lesson carefully and attentively aloud ; thus you 
will take it by two avenues instead of one. Then I would see how 
the passage stands connected with anything which goes before or after. 
Now take verse by verse, and ask yourself what it means. Notice 
the hard words or singular expressions, and see how you can say the 
same thing in your own language. Mark proper names of persons, 
places, plants, animals and the like, and be able to give an account of 
them. Explain manners and customs. Clear up or honestly give up 
any apparent difficulties or contradictions. As for helps, the first and 
chief help is good marginal references. God is his own interpreter. 
When the references arc very copious, as in Baxter, Scott, &c., I 
would not attempt to go through them all, but simply turn to them 
when you want light, and then underscore with your pen or pencil any 
particular reference which strikes you. Having thus worked through 
every verse, ask yourself, what is the grancj lesson, truth or doctrine 
which this passage is intended to teach or illustrate. When you have 
decided upon this point, go over each verse and observe its bearing 
upon the main subject, and endeavour to call to mind how the same 
truth is set forth elsewhere. 1 would charge you if you desire to have 
a growing power and delight in handling the word of God, not to run
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first of all to commentaries, dictionaries, and the like. (Hear hear.1 
egln by doing the best you can with the pure and simple word ; next 

use the references, and refrain from other helps as long as you 
it you find it particularly hard, it will help you to get down 
your knees. For geographical and other similar questions, a 
good Bible dictionary, such as that issued by the American Tract 
Society is very useful. As to manners and customs much valuable 
information will be met with in Thompson's “ Laud and the Book " 
Ihe literal meaning is well given by Barnes. The Critical Common- 
taiy by Fawcett is concise and suggestive. When you have been 
enabled to get a fair and satisfactory view of the outer or surface 
meaning of the word, enquire next, “What is this lesson to me 1 In 
God s providence I am led to give special attention to this passage 
There must be a reason for this. JWliat is it ? “ Speak, Lord, for thy 
. . , lV(J I rightly understood uud received the
doctrine here inculcated t Do I really believe it? Do 1 live up to 
it l Have I practised this duty ? Have ] committed this sin ? Am 
r reproved by thts example ? Have I any title to this precious pro­
mise St. 1 aul says to Timothy, “ take heed to thyself and to the 
he doctime. or, as the words mean, give heed to thyself and to thy 

teaching—first to thyself, and then to thy teaching. After this, or 
better still, all through it, comes the practical application of the lesson to 
he class. The good teacher will aim at rightly dividing and distrib- 
1 ” thc ®.”d ul llfÇ, Klvme Pupil Ills portion of meat in due 

season. Visiting ones scholars may bo considered one of the chief 
steps in this matter. Out of every lesson something should be drawn 
specially adapted to each and all, and you may be sure the Holy Ghost 
has there stored it up for them. But you ask, when and l.o/uro we 

£ l answer, that no one pretends to be infallible
except, bis IIo mess tile 1 opc, and you may turn to them to see whether 
your interpretations arc sound. The consulting of a good standard 
commentary will often show us that we have drawn from the passage a 

faith® if?" °r nnii’ conlrary to the analogy or proportion of the laltb. . But you ask again, what concerning question books, Teachers’ 
Magazines, and the like ? 1 answer that they arc good and useful if
rightly nsciÇ but il abused, most mischievous. Of all question books 
with which l am acquainted, Hr. Tyng’s arc the best for making 
search the Scriptures Vincent’s arc very pithy and suggestive 
Todds arc good. The Union Question Books arc, for younger 
children, better than an inexperienced teacher would be apt to thmk

at CMcato 2 ÎMk,°I JIa8”zi“cs, huc1' » that published
: Chicago, also contain rich stores of anecdotes, similitudes and
“r6', P””11™1 knits as to the management of children, and the 

style of teaching wind, catches the attention and impresses the memory 
of ehtldren. Bull, with respect to all helps I would say usoTem 
with caution. If we learn to lean upon them so that it’becomes a 
habit in preparing a lesson, first to look at our question book, then
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immediately at our commentary or what is worse, at the answer in the

is intended to bo the food of our souls. Some narfoof i ' d 
<1,Moult of digestion than others, and something may bo done in the” 
way of preparing ,t for the children, and also for the teachers u't 
after all, we must mast,cate and digest it for ourselves, and ,naked 
our own, ass,m,late and work it into our own being or i, , 
nourish us and make us vigorous Christians, mighty in the SerTnture, 
nor will the words be fitted to our lips 1 see some one adver ses S 
sale a kind ol art,haul gastric juice, called pepsin, for the holt, of 
dispeptics. Now, in extreme eases, this might be useful to a man Pbut 
he would soon become unable to do without it and ’ *
longer, probably bo unable to do will, it. The ’concernent resort to 
such helps may make a man a ready, flashy talker if hi* mm, Ï a ™ 
or stimulant has been swallowed, perhaps bolted, just before he 
0 the class, but there ,s little or no lift, abiding in him
"total, a" riaV^VvT" ™ *"* k"owledKc' " » well also 

to sketch a plan. Jiy to arrange your ideas in a certain order ■ the 
more natural the better. That ......» „„ m J™' the

ok,"

; ilu
Hin a little whilethy

the :
comes

I hr

!thy , ,, '1'hat order which ,„u ,
member yourself will usually be best •remembered 
No excuse will hold for the neglect of' 
are young, you will need to bend down the branches 

to bring them within their reach

y re-
l>y your scholars, 

preparation. If your scholars 
of the tree of 

or to lift them up 
the fruit for themselves. The 

, , ...4. more care is required to fill it 
. , , .u*‘ m,(* 'll formcd, it will demand all the more skill
to adapt our teachings As it is harder fi, accurate y thoTregula 
shape or foot ol the hump-backed or deformed than to fi, an Anolfo 
0 does ,t demand more skill in the case of mental malformation to fit 

the pupil with garments of righteousness, or shoe his feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace. If the teacher is very ftmil ,r 
with Ins subject, ho will need special preparation in order to freshen 
his teachings. Iho manna had to be gathered ever, 
must get a new view of old truths, interpreted by the over varvine 
light of experience, that his own mind and heart may bo kept alive6 
Beware of dull routine, and an old story. Christ savs that iL „nna
t™thBVt hbr‘“g li>rth thing- llCW ai,,i old of his taoasury : the old 
, , ’ bu‘ 'ho new presentation. He alive unto God But where 

shall we find time / Make it. Gather up the fragments No dav 
without a verse Carry a Bible in your pocket. Use the lesson for 
private and family worship ; speak of it will, Christian friends It 
takos^ time to prepare, but it is worth tira, 
eternity. Wo arc not our own 
Christ’s. (Cheers.)
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knowledge, so as to bring them witlii 

that they may be able to pluck off 
narrower the neck of the bottle, the 
If their minds arc
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This address was followed by brief addresses
on the same subject.
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Mr. J. G. Hodgins was very much pleased with the way the 
subject had been opened. There was a natural tendency to be satisfied 
with insufficient preparation, and he felt they could not accomplish 

. the great work assigned to them as Sabbath School teachers, unless 
thejr followed to a great extent the suggestions of the reverend gen­
tleman who had introduced the subject. There was one suggestion 
that struck him with particular force, and that was with regard to 
the importance in teachers having a Bible with marginal references. 
Many passages were made plain by these references. For instance, 
there was that, passage which says, » If thy right hand offend thee,' 
cut it off.” Turning to the margin, we find it reads, “If thy right 
hand cause thee to offend.” Ilow much more forcibly does that 
passage come home to a person’s heart, when he knows its true mean­
ing ! Many other instances might be given. With regard to the 
standard which Mr. Jones had drawn, to which every teacher should 

to attain, he cordially approved of it, and was pleased to have 
it so forcibly put before the Convention.
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Mr. Fax son said his experience was that teachers sometimes made 
preparation to preach to. their scholars, instead of to teach them. 
( Hear, hear). A lady had told him an anecdote of her experience, 
which bore upon this point. Said she—“ For many years I prepared 
my lessons to preach to the scholars. A little incident occurred one 
day that upset all my ideas about preparation. I was preaching to 
my class, and they were listening, I thought, with great attention. 
One little girl, particularly, appeared to be listening and drinking in 
everything I said ; when she came out of the room and came up to 
me, as I thought to ask me something about the lesson, she said to 
me, “ Missis, do you know if a person would pare their nails on Fri­
day, the witches would not catch her.” (Laughter). The child had 
not been hearing a word she said. Then she began to reflect that 
that was not touching, and changed her plan accordingly. Now, my 
friends, continued Mr. Faxson, I will read directions for preparation 
from one of the best writers ever heard of in the United States:— 
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth 
profane and vain 
ness. Foolish and unlearned

had

child

of P;

lcssoi 

self 1

They
that

But shun
babblings, for they will increase unto more ungodli- 

. questions avoid, knowing that they do 
gender strifes, and the servant of Christ must not strive ; but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that 
oppose themselves. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou 
hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. Where­
fore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God which 
is in thee by the putting on of my hands. These things command and 
teach. Let no man despise thy youth ; but be thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity ; till I come give attendance to readjng, to exhortation, to doc-
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trine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, meditate upon these things ; 
give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to all. Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine, continue in them ; for in 
doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee. 0 
Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy toust, avoiding profane 
and vain. babblings and oppositions of science, falsely so called." 
(Cheers.)

ay the 
tisfied 
upliah 
unless

cstion

ences.

right
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Mr. J. M. Denton, London, said he had always found the Bible 
its own best commentator. With an index bible, or a bible with refer­
ences, the teacher could, in almost every case find out the true mean­
ing of the passage by referring to similar passages in different parts 

X of the Bible. Paul’s epistles would be found the best commentary on 
the Pentateuch.

Rev. Dr. Waters, St. Marys, said there was one point running 
through the whole of Mr. Jones’ address that could not be too deeply im- 

3s of teachers, and that was, the importance of thor- 
There was a tendency to be content with superficial 

He had

pressed upon the minds of teachers, and that 
ough preparation.
study in this matter as well as in many others in Canada. He had 
listened to many Sabbath School teachers teaching the lesson, and he 
had been struck with the imperfect manner in many cases in which it 
was done. So long us teachers had the idea* that they simply come to 
do a certain work, and get through with it 
work would not be thoroughly done. He had seen teachers take

ng to 

ng in

quickly as possible, the

lesson one of the most instructive passages of the word of God__per­
haps one of Christ’s miracles, or one of His marvellous parables. The 
children would read it over and he would ask them one or two point­
less questions, and that was all. That sort of teaching would do no 
good. If the teacher was only thoroughly in earnest, and his one chief 
aim was to benefit the children, then it made little matter what the 
helps were, the preparation and the teaching also would be thorough.

Miss McPherson, London, England, referred to the 2nd Epistle 
of Paul to Timothy, where Paul says, “For God hath not given us 
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” It 
seemed to her that the great secret of their success, as teachers, was this 
spirit of power, and to get that power they must be often upon their 
knees before God, from whom alone this power could come—“ 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit 
lesson must be saturated with prayer. Then they must be filled with 
the spirit of love—that love which Christ bore us when he gave Him­
self for us, when He said “ Suffer little children to come unto me,” 
when He said “ Feed my lambs.” Filled with this love and this powér 
their teaching would be effectual in bringing the children to Jesus. 
They must work on, looking to Jesus for the result—remembering 
that it was He who said “ Lazarus come forth but it was to those 
around him, to mere human agency, that He said, “ Roll away the 
stone.” So in the present day He enjoined upon all His faithful fol-
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lowers to work for Ilim, to do all that man can do, promising to 
plete the work by the exercise of His Almighty power, which the 
power of man is unable to do. (Cheers.)

Hon. Bill a Flint, referring to the subject of helps, said, it was 
a great assistance to any teacher to have the confidence and respect of 
his class. One of the best ways to secure this was by recognizing the 
scholars and speaking a kind word to them whenever they met them. 
(Hear, hear.) A smile or a look,or a nod of recognition, was cherished 
by the children, a^nd was a great help in securing their respect and 
esteem, and without this all the helps in the world would be of little 
—A sour, morose teacher, who could only control his class by 
occasional box on the ear, was an absolute injury to the school.

1

(The Hymn “ Sound the battle ory,” was then sung, after which 
the 1 resident announced that the Rev. Alfred Taylor would intro­
duce the next subject, viz ■ (

J

ITEACHERS' MEETING FOR THE STUDY OF THE 

LESSON.
t

hRev. Adfred Taylor—I believe it is too lute to discuss the 
question as to whether or not we ought to have Teachers’ Mectinga- 
too late by perhaps ten or fifteen years—for the mind of the great 
community of teachers is made up in that respect. But what ought 
teachers to meet for ? simply for business ; No. Simply for social 

But for a little business, a great deal of social 
intercourse, and most of all, study of the lesson. The idea of a Sunday 
School having several different lessons—of each teacher Imvin- that 
which seems good to him, without regard to the rest of the School,°seoms 
to mo one of the most impracticable absurdities that can be thought of 
m connection with Sabbath School teaching. The question of having 
uniform lessons all over Canada and the United States, is one for dis 
cussion, perhaps, elsewhere. 1 am afraid that that is hardly practi­
cable, though 1 heartily endorse what the brethren said last night on 
this subject. But it is practicable to have the same lesson in each 
Sunday School for the Bible Class-a very unfortunate name, by the 
way, (hear, hear)—the intermediate classes and the infant classes—all 
taught from the same passage of the Word of God. This can be done 
just as well as to give each class a separate passage. We had a very 
pleasant illustration of this some time ago in the New York State Teach- 

Convention, where teachers publicly taught the same lesson to three 
different classes—infant class, intermediate class, boys and girls, say 
from 14 to lti—and an adult class. The result of that afternoon’s 
teaching was a conviction on the part of all who were present, that the 
same lesson might be used advantageously all over the School. Now 
the question sometimes arises in reference to teachers’ meetings,—wo
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h the
have not uniform lessons in our School, and how 
the lesson ? I cun we meet to study
. k- break up lll,lt absurd aJstc»i« of studying and
teaching everything you please. You do not at your tables have 
different articles of food for different members of flic family, but they 
all have the same bill of fare; and if the little ones cannot manage 
the food, you cut it up for them and fit it for their use. Do the 
thing in your Sunday School with reference to the Word 
then when

g the
. , , of God, and

you meet you can study the same lesson, and study it with 
some effect. I have just remarked that “ Bible Class " wan unfortunate 
name, and for this reason,—all the classes are Bible classes, (hear 
hear), t want to sec the Infant and the Intermediate classes, Bible 
classes, just as much as the Adult classes. I want to see the Word of 
bod 111 the hands of every child, and not merely a few verses printed 
on a lesson paper. It is wrong to deprive the children of the Word of 
Uod. Let me here say a word about having the Bible in the pews of 
your churches. I don't know how it is in your country, but in 
it is painful to see how our people arc without the Bible in church 
1 have been in churches that cost hundreds of thousands of dollars and 
the only Bible in them was the big pulpit Bible and the one in my 
own pocket Our church pews are richly furnished with all the 
uxunes of the age; cushions, and stools, and fans, and spittoons for 
the tobacco chewers, (laughter), and the people sit in our Protestant 
churches, professing to worship God, without a single copy of the 
Word of God in their hands, I hope to soo the day when every pew
mour churches will bo furnished with complete copies of the Bible__
not the New Testament merely, and that when the minister opens his 
Bible and says, “let us read the Word of God," it will mean let us 
read, and that every worshipper will open his Bible and intelligently 
road the passage. (Hear, hear). But to come back to teachers’ 
meetings—I repeat they should not be turned mto mere business 
meetings. I remember some years ago attending a Teachers' Meeting 
held on a Sunday afternoon after the Sabbath School exercises were 

Such convolutions of red tape as wore wound around the pro 
need,ngs of that meeting were enough to strangle all the spirituality out 
of it. the great question to be settled that afternoon was—who were 
members. They had a constitution and a set of by-laws. How many 
Teachers’ Meetings and Sunday Schools have been strangled to death 
by constitutions and by-laws ; (hear, hear). 1 Want to see a Sunday 
School constitution, and by-laws something like this, “ Go ahead in the 
name of the Lord.” That is all you want. Well, at this meeting a 
vote came to be taken on some picayune business, and the constitution 
provided that every teacher should pay 26 cents. Some had not paid 
and it was held they had no right to vote, and they actually spent thé 
whole of that blessed Lord’s day afternoon discussing that miserable 
question. Of course there was no study of the lesson. They oould 
not study the lesson very well seeing that each teacher took whatever 
lesson pleased him. There was very little progress made in that
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The subject of the lesson should always be known and \ 
studied before coming to the teachers’ meeting, and the discussion on 
it would then be more profitable. Who should conduct teachers' 
meetings ? Either the pastor or some one else who can do it us well !
The question often arises,—shall the pastor be superintendent of the 
the School ? This is a question intimately connected with teachers’ 
meetings. Don’t throw too much work on your pastor. If he attends 
to all his pulpit and pastoral duties, he will have enough upon him 
without adding the Sabbath School burden. (Hear, hear). Then 
we should recognize the fact that there is somebody in the church 
besides the pastor, Of course in those Schools where no layman can 
be had to conduct the School or take charge of the Teachers’ Meetings, 
and the pastor is willing to do the work, why let him do it. Some­
times some good Mother in Israel does very well to conduct a teachers’ 
meeting. You need as chairman the most genial person you can get ; 
not a morose harsh man who will scold the teachers, but one who will 
deal gently with their shortcomings and upbraid not. A great many 
teachers make a mistake in studying their lessons, They study solely 
for themselves, and not with the view of giving out to others. Every 
teacher ought to study the lesson so that he could make ready change 
of it. Study it with this question ever before his mind, “ How can I 
study this lesson so that I can best give it out to my class?” 
let us run over the lesson which we will

School.

Now
suppose to come up at the 

teachers’ meeting, and we will have to be brief as our time is limited, 
An hour is required instead of 15 minutes. I would ask you to read 
with me the subject of the lesson, but 1 see you have no Bibles—I 
throw out this hint for your next Convention. Every one of you 
bring a Bible with you, and if you have not got a pocket Bible bring 
the family Bible. Let me remark here that it is a bad plan to supply 
our Sunday School children with the New Testament only, as is too 
frequently the case. I plead for the whole Word of God lor the chil­
dren. Some of our teachers and scholars arc lamentably deficient in 
a knowledge of the Old Testament. We will take for our lesson on 
this occasion the account of the victory of David over Goliath as 
recorded in 1 Samuel xvii. Now comes the question, how many 
verses ought we take as a lesson ? Some teachers say eight; but I ask 
if you make that an inexorable rule, how are you going to do with, 
say the parables of our Saviour, some of which cover thirteen or four­
teen verses, and others only one or two ? The best way is obviously 
to have no rigid rule, but to take as many verses as will include the 
whole lesson. Then you ask, ought we to require our children to 
commit a whole chapter to memory ? I answer, no, unless they have 
remarkable memories. It is a pity to require a child that has a poor 
memory to learn as many verses as one whose memory is strong. That 
course will ruin our children's minds and make their mental exercise 
a strictly mechanical operation, and the exercises of the School will 
lose their spiritual and religious effect. A very good way of studying
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the lesson

veil !

what? why? Of aÏThaf 01“ ‘i”8 way~when ? where ? who?
found noo/aait mo =! well L tha" “"‘"T h,Te

going oyer the lesson wc have selected, As wTy'Tfthé'hv TT1” 
when? This was in the year B C 1063 Sauf"hud k ^rst place 
King in B.C. 1095. He died h 1055 So tt? ,h 7 an01''ted 

.n th,, chapter took plsec eight years before Saul's dea”th "slul’s 
administrai,on was on the decline. He was not the k!“

■=?$ w.tr.r£
a-oiL™y^u‘t(Ld'Sp^t^b,;nnt:rtti^^-ref

S emwc haye had the “ when," and we come to the “ where "and if'Vou 
ask me what difference docs it make when the event took n aJ f

=ahnZi:;abnria8'7vtm"DV7,e a,'C vwy i<norant of Bible 
ct ronol°ny. They don t know whether Gideon or Solomon lived first
oh^ron iTo >tTnt'* but ■ «rout many of our
cniiurtn -i would not like to say our teachers__stnn miave the great heroes of the Bible'awfully "m d J ° „‘ r
and could not tell you when they lived. Now for the "whe™"
amies to‘,,b ,tti at T “ Tho l1‘hi‘i*ti”” together their

hill, and the Israelites were in the valley opposite. Now as to the 
w 10. t Wc need not read the chapter over, as it is familiar but at

distinèdv 8ClmSs(Iw0ul<lh™ the teachers read over the chapter 
d, t nelly concert, or vorse by verse, in order. Who is tho Si
nI1™ w=l iT:';''t,üavil'Wh?is ,iic bi^t h=r‘? gK:
acthm ? W k n ”, W ,° “ ,mP°rtant pxrties in this trans-
big man aml Simlfr ’ '“VC iU'° man ' Goliath, the boastful 
big man and haul the capricious and tyrannical man; and wo have
7 7 “ of the 1 hllistlnes and the Israelites; Jonathan enters
Irelh" tah,Lmb,°, ,‘l t,ar n0ti°nn' “'l'1 iml»rt,mt characters in it 
They f„ltbr,lr? , Hav.d, who belonged to the regular army, 
of a sort nfPI ?'rtlnee’ and whcn Da,id came down io the capacity 
?hev r f <'t™t“.”1OOinm,M,™ wall his cheese and bread and cord 
they received him with contempt. The looked upon him as a httîé 
fellow, very good m his way, but of no importance ; and when they 

‘ Wh^am™, l,° the,bauttle field- Uley reproached him and said 
f ' ,y ™CSt,1 l0U, .down latllcr ? llnd with whom hast thou left those 
few sheep m the wtldernes, ? I knew thy pride and the naughtAs
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of thine heart, for thou /art come down that thou mightest see the 
battle !" I dont believe they ever thanked him for his cheese and his 
corn

b
band bread. They bid him begone about his business. When 

David came down he heard of the boasting of this giant and the appre­
hensions that ran through the camp of Israel, and then what did he 
do? ile proposed to fight this giant, after having very cautiously 
enquired what was to be done to the man who would slay him. Now 
we have had the “ when,’’ the “ where," and the “ who.” Let me here 
remind you that in teaching Old Testament mattters, it is necessary 
to keep before the children’s minds the fact that the events took place 
before Christ, for sometimes they get confused on that point and eon- 
found events before Christ with those that took place after Christ. 
For instance, the exodus of the children of Israel was B.C. 1491, and 
the discovery of America was A. D. 1492, and I have known children 
mix up these dates and have a confused idea that the one event took 
place only a year after the other, 
which is really the gist of the lesson 
the Israelites 40 days and nights
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Now we come to the “what,” 
Goliath had been threatening 

What a singular thing it is how 
many times the number 40 is used in Scripture, and had we time we 
might find it a pleasant exercise to look up Imw many tinus the space 
of 40 days is mentioned in the Bible, from the account of the deluge 
down to the fasting of our Lord. But if you are pressed for time I 
would pass that by as there are more important matters in the lesson. 
I would guard against wandering off to matters merely incidental to 
the lesson, and neglecting its important parts 
place to draw a comparison between the sizes of David and Goliath. I 
saw a picture some time ago in one of our Sunday School books of 
Goliath and David, drawn in such proportions, that if we suppose 
David to have been about four feet six inches, or five feet, Goliath 
would have been about HO feet high. (Laughter). I merely mention 
this to call attention to the absurdity of some of our Sunday School 
pictures, and to entreat our friends in buying pictures for the young 
not to get those that abound with such manifest absurdities. In this 
cut Goliath’s sword was a little longer than David himself, and th... 
was David brandishing it over the giant's head. I saw another pi'dtwe- 
of Goliath's head being carried by David by the hair. David was 
represented standing by a little declivity to enable the head to be as 
large as possible. It was at least as large as a barrel of flour. 
(Laughter.) Now as to the “ what.” I think we have in this lesson 
the true principle of war. We should have less of war if battles 
decided by single combat. If Napoleon of France, and William of 
Prussia, had been obliged to settle their differences by single combat, 
there would have been a great deal less destruction of valuable lives, 
and demolition of valuable property. I do not know that we shall ever 
get to that, but let us hope that the engines of war will be so improved 
and come to be so terribly destructive that nations will find that it 
does not pay to send great armies into the field to be cut down. We
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the “ "«Ss and bra^
when he saw David coming out to meet him! He ,"d" ”T 
that thou coinest to meet me with atones," and he cuised it.vi , ,°-8 
gods. Now, see the quiet bravery .of the little man o ^ d ^ h“ 
to me with a sword and with a spear and with » Üï i I u , comest 
thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts the (led „f |U' b“‘ c?m0 to 
whom thou hast defied. This day will the T iiVd.I™'™0* Isra«J 
mine hand, and I will smite hefam tat U e I ,V°r tl,C"‘ iut0 

Oo,lath must haydite hi,use,,; ■■

nrhi. Pt.Tr b““ T0C1CS’ a,ld ho went on cursing

I t,,e«
strcngthenetii'mc”8 ' An’d teacheTs" slT/'' t'T tbr°a"h Chri“t which 
go to the work to day not w th hlZT r '“‘u “"-d p,'atore “«-*
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victory over Goliath. ,

,, %mn . “ All hail the power of Jesus’ 
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difficult to get them to love our teaching. Let me add that when we 
sit down with our class and begin to teach, wc should have a definite 
object before us ; and I say that this object should be nothing less 
than to lead the children to Christ. There are doubtless secondary 
objects in our Subbath School work, but if we fail in this we accom 
plish nothing for eternity. Let us, then, ever 
before us, and let our scholars feel that wc love 
lead them to the Saviour. I would say, further, let us have perfect 
order and attention in our classes. While it is true the teacher ought 
to be gentle, loving and kind, he must at times be prompt and decided. 
Talking and laughing in a class is ruinous. The teacher must be 
able to command the respect of his class; if he cannot do that, he had 
better give it up; usually it is not very difficult to do. 1 tell you how 
I succeed best myself. When 1 have a scholar who is disposed to 
disturb the class, 1 go to «him alone and talk kindly to him, appealing 
to his own self-respect and sense of right. 1 have never known this 
course to fail ; aud if there
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are any teachers here that arc troubled 
with a refractory boy or girl, I would advise them to try this plan. 
In teaching, don’t let us do all the talking ourselves. (Hear, hear) 
Wc cannot be too strongly impressed with the fact that lecturing is 
not teaching. If your experience is at all similar to mine, you will 
find this plan is somewhat difficult to carry out 
easier to prepare a nice talk for the children of about 15 or 20 min 
utes ; but it is not the best way. Wc should remember that the 
essence of good teaching
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in <
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1 found it much fun

very
is in skilful catechising. (Hear, hear). The 

more conversational wc can make the exercises of the class, the better. 
If wc teach our scholars to talk over the lesson with us and ask us 
questions, we have gained a great deal, for we get their minds to work 
upon the lesson. To do this requires preparation. It requires not 
only study of the lesson, but a thorough knowledge of God’s word, so 
that you can readily answer

the
infli

»ny questions the scholars may put to 
you. Encourage your scholars to ask questions. 1 might dwell 
longer on this point, for it is important, but my time is short, and 
the subject given rue very comprehensive. Do not let your lesson 
close without a pointed application. Let us have a point in every 
lesson, and let all our teaching be directed towards bringing it out and 
impressing it upon the heurts of the children

fbjjlo

fact
talk

- Don’t put off the
application till the class closes. We sometimes get tired after a long 
sermon listening to the application, and so in our class if we leave the 
application of the lesson till the close, the children

the

weary of it, and
there will be perhaps the superintendent’s bell before we get half 
through. The best way is, when you come *.to point, to make the 
application at once. 1 mean a point, for 1 tfrink it is best to have 
but one chief point in the lesson, which we should endeavor to impress 
upon the class. My own method is usually to ask the children “ What 
practical lesson have we for our hearts ?” and I usually get answers 
from the scholars. Some give

Afte

answer, and some another ; perhaps We
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>11 may be points in the lesson, but I have one in my own mind that I 
try to impress upon them, making it the prominent feature of the 
lesson. But whatever our lesson may be, let us not fail to find Christ 
in it. Let us use every means to make our lesson as interesting as 
we can but let not Christ be crowded out. Let me illustrate this 
point. I read a short1-time ago of a celebrated painter who had spent 
a long time upon a picture of the Last Supper. When he had finished 
it, he called in some of Ills brother artists to examine it ; one by one 
expressed his opinion, until it came to one upon whose judgment the 
painter placed great reliance. After examining it carefully, he said to 
the painter, “ That which strikes me as the most beautiful part of the 
picture is the chalice, the coloring is so beautiful and the lines are so 
perfect. The painter looked sadly disappointed and said, “Ifthat 
is the most beautiful thing in my picture. I have made a sad mistake,” 
and he took his brush and deliberately rubbed it out. “ I can have 
notlung,’' said he, “in that picture, to detract from the face of my 
Master He must be its prominent object.” (Cheers). So it should be 
in the Sabbath School lessons. Hold ever up the blessed Saviour to the 

Let us at the same time try to make our lesson 
sive and interesting as we
children. as linprcs-

. . I Deed not dwell on this point. You all
know its importance. Our Master was a pictorial teacher. All nature 
furnished Him with objects to illustrate His instructions, and in this 
as in everything else, let us study to imitate Him. And now we sup­
pose our class exercises are over, and the School is dismissed. I fear 
many of us think our work is over then, till the next Sabbath ; but 
should we do this when we remember that many of our scholars, perhaps 
the majority of them go back to godless families, where thci 
influence for God, but the reverse. What will become of the 
sions that we

re is no 
impres-

may have made on the Sabbath ? They will be lost 
unless wc follow them up during the week. This brings me to the 
second part of our subject—“ the pastoral work of the teacher,” a work 

important 1 believe than that of teaching in the class, 
follow our scholars up during the week. We may often have wished, 
while teaching, to know the state of the mind of our scholars, for in 
fact this is almost as important'to know as the lesson itself. A quiet 
talk with them out of School would give the information, and deepen 
the impression we may have made in the class, and from my own per­
sonal knowledge, I can say, those who have been successful in winning 
souls to Christ have been so only so far as they have come in personal 
contact with their scholars. It is well to visit the scholars at their 
homes occassionally ; but not only this, invite them, two or three at 
time, to your own home, and you will be able the better to lead their 
minds to Christ. Then I would follow this up by class prayer-meetings. 
After years of experience, 1 can testify to the importance of such a
...... , • Tt. maJ be objected that this is difficult work. It is difficult
work, and it will be impossible work unless our hearts are in Christ. 
We will not even attempt it, if wc are not filled with love for Christ

Let us

course
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Eut with this love for Christ and for souls 
That is we can accomplish it
l k uiy testimony, and the testimony of every one who has thus 
laboured. Now one word in conclusion. Let us have faith in God to 
expect immediate results. We arc too apt to look for results many davs 
hence. Let us expect results now. (Hoar hear;. God says to us as 

According to your faith so shall it be unto you.” What 
is jour faith ? J)o jou expect (ioj to bless jour efforts in the iuimo 
mate conversion of jour scholars ? Do jou pray for that? Dear
teachers it is that that troubles my own heart; Heel I am defective 
here ; that 1 have not faith to expect the immediate conversion of my 
scholars And how meagre are our results? In looking over the sta 
tistics of the Illinois State CmivfntiOn, where thej have the Nabhath 
School work in almost the highest state of perfection, 1 find reported 
an average ol two scholars m each School converted to Christ I do 
not know the results in our Canadian Schools, but how solemn is the 
thought that we aim to bring our scholars to Jesus before they go out 
into the world, perhaps bejond the reach of religious influence Let 
us take this thought home with us from this Convention, and in 
la.th in God s promises let us labour, honouring God by believing that 
He will not fail to accomplish what He has said. Wo cannot doubt 
ills express promises that lie is willing to ucoept the childrch that 
brought to Him in failli. Lei us honour our Master by believing that 
He will do for us. as tiubbulli School teachers just what He h 
rniscd to do. Then what a blessed work 
work that will tell for eternity, and be our joy aud 
that better world. (Cheers.)
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Hymn—“ I know that my Redeemer lives.

The President declared the subject open for discussion.

believe that Jesus is the Christ, and that believing ye might have life 
through 1"S name. ‘‘Search the Scriptures, for they are they which 
testily of me. lie (Mr. Keefer) had been a Sabbath School teacher 
for several years. But though he wished the conversion of his scholars 
he for a long time, never spoke to them of immediate conversion. 
-Uns he in,illy concluded to do, mid Ins heart was gladdened shortly 
afterwards by three of ns class making public confession of their faith
“■1,1 ■ He Wped W0U|J ali "° from ‘ho Convention impressed 

with the importance of faith in the immediate 
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Rev. Tims. Maouike said lie was persuaded from the results of 
his own experience that the first elements of success in teaching are to 
be filled with the love of Christ ourselves, and then to walk after Hii

is the result of faithful teaching
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example to let our own lives be a practical commentary on what we 
teach. Filled with the spirit wc will, while faithful in teaching, not 
neglect our pastoral work.

Mr. S. Paxson, Missouri, wished one point, which had already 
been alluded to, to be deeply impressed upon the Convention, and that 
was the importance of a teacher noticing and speaking to his scholars 
whenever he met them. {'Hear, hear.) lie remembered when lie was 
a poor crippled boy, an olu Quaker, with his broad-brimmed hat, would 
stop whenever lie met him, and putting1 his hand on his head, would 
say to him, “ Well, Stephen, thee still hobbling through life ; be a good 

was all lie said. He used to think that was the only 
man in the world that cared anything about him, and he would have 
trusted him in anything. Why ? Simply because he manifested a 
love for him. Dr. Chalmers used to say to a little boy when he met 
him, “ Little man, give your heart to the Saviour, and t 
for Him.” That boy was now the Bov. John Mc(jhr—, a man
who had brought tens of thousands of children to the sffiday School, 
and who was a most successful missionary of the American Sunday 
School Union. lie always attributed his conversion to that work to 
the kindness to him, of Dr. Chalmers putting his hand 
and telling him “ Little 
wprk for Him 
convince

go work
Let

ig that 

iat are

ug in

on his head,
man, give your heart to the Saviour, then go 

1 ° the teachers he would say, be in earnest, and 
your scholars that you believe yourselves every word that you

Mr. Rowland, London said it might be objected to the preparation 
of the lesson, that it would take too much time ; but the study of 
God s word, which this preparation involved, was necessary for the 
spiritual welfare of every Christian, whether lie taught or not. 
Teachers who prepared their lessons would find that the work was not 
done wholly for the benefit of others, but that it was a direct spiritual 
benefit to themselves. lie urged the necessity of more earnestness and 
deeper devotion to the work.
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Mr. I) McLean, Toronto, said it was important that teachers ali 

should realize the personal responsibility that rested upon them to 
prosecute the work faithfully ; they must account to God for these little 
ones committed to their care. The necessity of heart preparation 
could not be too forcibly dwelt upon. What was wanted was to get 
their hearts in unison with Jesus, so that in every step of their work 
they would feel that Jesus was with them. The conversion of 
every child under his care should be the great object ôf every teacher. 
For that he should pray, and teacji, and strive continually, both in the 
school and outside of it. It was pleasant to be engaged in such a 
work. Same teachers talked of the sacrifices they had to make. Why 
it was the most blessed work a man could be engaged in

the

fIts of

HU Mr. Read, Galt, referred to an error teachers often fell into, in
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asking children if they were gond. The children would, in all oases 
naturally answer in the affirmative, and the result would, in many 
cases be that the teacher was actually training his children to tell 
falsehoods.

Mr. Wilkie, Toronto, said, if they were in earnest in their work 
they might expect to see conversions in their classes. He heartily 
approved of the plan of teachers inviting their scholars to their homes, 
(jive them a little tea party occasionally, and don’t invite any outsiders, 
Ihen, alter tea, talk to them about Jesus, and, if possible, get the 
children to pray themselves. That was a great step gained. This was 
a course every teacher could follow, and from his own experience he 
knew the value of it. He also cordially approved of visiting the 
children at their own homes, and giving them a pleasant greeting 
when meeting them on the streets.

grai
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subi
bath« r 5eV' Bfr' Stra,tii> Ingcrsoll, referring to the motto on the wall 

my lambs,” said there was a question that went before that 
which should not be lost sight of by any teacher or minister, that was 

bimon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ?” Then came the command 
I'ccd my lambs." When the widow gave her dead son to Elijah 

what did the prophet do with the child ? Three thoughts, important 
to Sabbath School teachers, might be gathered from the prophet's 
course on this occasion. First, ho stretched himself over the child 
bo, fellow teachers, stretch yourselves over the children with 
all the ardour and earnestness of a loving heart that feels 
the infinite importance of bringing the dead soul to life. Then, how 
much good do you think would have resulted from this operation had 
there not been life in Elijah’s own body ? So teachers must have 
their own souls warmed with love to Christ before they impart warmth 
to others. “ Lovest thou me ?” That was the question every teacher 
should answer, before proceeding to obey the second command, “ Feed 
my lambs. But that was not all. There was a lifting up of the 
heart of the prophet unto the Lord, praying that life might be restored 
to the child. 1 cachera must likewise accompany their efforts with 
earnest prayer to God, or their labor will bo in vain'. Another point 
was niton too much ovorlooked-tlio necessity of being familiar with 
our weapons. When David went to meet Goliath he did not take with 
him haul s armour which ho had tried on, because lie had not proved 
it. Let us never go into our class till we have thoroughly tried our 
weapons and become fnmillinr with them. As had already been said, 
hey needed more faith in the promises of Christ that ho would bless 

their labors I hey needed to go to work in the spirit of the Psalmist, 
who said, “Larly will I direct my prayer unto thee, and look up." 
ieachers, .1 faithful in their work, should look for results.

then closed, and, after singing the doxology,
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The discussion was 

the Convention adjourned
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SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention met at two o’clock. Devotional exercises 
were conducted by Rev. Thomas Maguire.

The President announced that the first item on the 
gramme was answers to the question—
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WHAT HAVE BEEN THE RESULTS OF TEACHING IN 
YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE?

Rev. John Wood, Brantford, was requested to introduce the 
subject. Ho said his own experience in connection with Sab 
bath School work was rather as a superintendent than a teacher. 
The object of placing this question before the Convention 
not to draw out long speeches, but to hear from the members 
of the Convention what had been the success, the difficulties and 
the discouragements they have met with in connection with 
the work of Sabbath School instruction. In his
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own experience
as superintendent, he had been impressed with the different 
rosfilts in different classes, and he was convinced that the teacher 
had, to a largo extent, the result in his own hands. In the 
school with which he was connected as pastor for nearly 18 
years, there were some classes which wore always full. No 
special effort was made to got the children to attend, but there 
was a charm about the teacher and his mode of teaching that 
attracted the children. On the other hand, there 
classes that were all the while diminishing in numbers. It 
not because the teachers lacked intelligence or diligence, but it 
was on account of their manner of teaching and personal inter­
course with the scholars, which failed to attach the children to 
them. When ho was a scholar he was under several teachers. 
Two of them produced a very deep impression upon his mind, 
but the impression the others made was so slight that he had 
entirely forgotten them. This showed the truth of bis former 
observation, that the result was in a great measure in the 
hands of the teacher.

were some

!

lion. Billa Flint said, since he came to the Convention, 
he had encouraging evidence of the result of his Sabbath School 
teaching. A gentleman had mot him yesterday, and after 
dially greeting him, had told him that he was a member of his 
Sabbath School class in Belleville some 42 years ago. That 
gentleman, he believed, was a thorough Christian, and was doing 
a good work. Ho would mention another instance in his owndoxology,
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experience. Some 40 years ago lie had presented a Bible (o a 
boy who was a member of his class, and who was then about to 
loavo the place. He heard nothing of him for a number of 
yoars, when in the course of a political contest in which he (Mr. 
Flint) was engaged, he met his old scholar, and was pleased to 
find he remembered his old Sunday School teacher with pleasure 
and gratitude, and in return for his kindness then, lie rendered 
him all the assistance in his power.

itfi
[
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cl
tiMr. I). W. Beadle alluded to a class of boys in the school 

of which lie was superintendent. A few years ago they " 
inattentive and took very little interest in the lesson ; hut their 
teacher was indefatigable, and earnest and faithful, not only as 
a teacher in the school, but in doing pastoral work out of school. 
The results, which he would briefly stale, wore owing under 
God, ho believed, more to the pastoral labors of the teacher, 
than to his teaching in the school. The results of the indefati­
gable efforts of the teacher were that the whole class, consisting 
often boys, wore attentive, studious, and interested in Sabbath 
School instruction, and seven of them
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Christ. One of thorn was studying for the ministry, and another 
was looking to the field of foreign missions as his future sphere 
of labor. These were the results of careful supervision on the 
part of the teacher. Their great and first object should bo to 
bring the children to Christ, but that was not all their work. 
They should aid the children in developing their Christian cha­
racter, and this could be done best by pastoral supervision. He 
mentioned these things not merely to on courage the teachers, in 
their teaching on the Sabbath, but in their efforts to train up 
their scholars to bo active Christian men and women. They 
had enough of sleeping Christians in the church—buckets into 
which the gospel was poured, but which gave nothing out, 
oxcept indeed it leaked out, and was lost, as it often seemed to 
do. We want active Christians in this day—men who will go 
out into tho highways and bring the gospel to those who seldom 
or never hear it. Christian teachers, you arc they who are to 
train up a generation to do this work. (Cheers).

Mr. Fry, of York Village, said they had had a number of 
conversions in their Sablmtli School, but ho could not for certain 
attribute thorn to Sabbath School teaching, although lie had no 
doubt it was a help. At any rate ho could say confidently that, 
in doing this work, he had the heartfelt satisfaction of knowing 
that he was doing his duty, and that was a groat deal. If we 
did that both in the Sabbath School and the pulpit, wo could 
confidently' leave the result to God.

Rev. R W. Pearson, of Point St. Charles, Montreal, called 
attention to the operation of Bible classes for adults conducted
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in large cities, particularly to three classes in Montreal The 
first was under the leadership of Principal Dawson, of McGill 
University, with an average attendance of about 200 ■ the other 
was conducted by Prof. Me Vicar, of the Montreal Presbyterian 
College, with an average attendance for seven years of over 
200; and the third was one conducted by himself last fall and 
winter, with an attendance ranging from 200 to 290 Those 
classes wore intended tor adults—for thoughtful reading Chris­
tian men and women, and the exercises were more an inter­
change ol thought and opinions, than the teaching of 
Ho held in his hand a letter from Dr. McVit 
he would read
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in reference to the question put to the Con von- 
. says, “ During my pastorale, I have received 

into the church by profession of faith or by letter from other 
churches, about one hundred persons per annum; and I know 
that tho Hihlo class was the means of bringing not a few of these 
souls to tho Saviour. * * * * I have known of deep con­
victions being produced—convictions issuing in conversion__bv
the study m tho class of portions of God's word which to super- 
ticial readers may seem barren and unprofitable, thus strength- 
enin^ my faith in the declaration of tho Spirit, that ‘ All Serin- 
taro is given by inspiration ol'God, and is profitable for doctrine,”' 
Sc. Ho (Mr. Pearson) would supplement that statement by the 
declaration made in no spirit of pride, but simply of encou­
ragement, that out of the class which he conducted, eleven who 
had connected themselves with the church of Christ, traced 
turning-point in their spiritual history to some thought expressed" 
somo sentiment interchanged, or some light cast upon a perplex­
ing passage, in that class. 1

The Dr

tho

Tho President said it, 4 . a gratifying ovideneo of tho
interest taken in tho Sabbath School cause, that they had nearly 
all e lassos of tho community re presented at the Convention It 
was particularly gratifying to have the Bench of our country 
represented here, ns it was by Judge Jones, of Brantford, whom 
he had now the pleasure of introducing.

.Judge Jones—This is a work, my Christian friends, that 
cannot honor, but one that confers honor upon us. I have felt 
for many years that a great honor was conferred upon mo in 
that I was permitted to labor in tho Sabbath School. Wo are 
horo this afternoon to speak of the results of our work. My own 
work has been confined to teaching a male adult Bible class of 
somo 30 or 40 members, in the town of Brantford. The mate­
rial of such a class is made up in towns, as you are aware of 
great many young men away from home, living in boarding 
housos, and therefore tl.o parental control over them is very 
slight. Tho teacher’s influence, therefore, must be exerted to
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bring thorn out to the Biblo class. The teacher must do some 
pastoral work, to keep his class together. I think we should 
look more for direct results. Wo are too apt to misapply a very 
good passage of Scripture—“ Paul planted, Apollos watered, God 
gave the increase.” It is frequently quoted—“Paul may plant 
Apollos may water, but God gives the increase.” That is true’ 
but it is not the whole truth. There is no doubt about thé 
increase, and we ought to expect it. If we labor in Christ, the 
increase is just as sure as that we labor. In connection with 
the Sabbath School, my own work has been the preparation of 
teachers for the intermediate classes. From my class, the 
superintendent, almost every month, selects teachers for the 
school. The young men thus prepared are much more capable 
to teach, than those without that preparation. I would say to 
those engaged in this work : it is a work which requires the 
whole mind. If we have half-a-dozen duties in connection with 
the church to attend to, it is very probable some of them will be 
neglected. “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might;” and conducting a class in the Sabbath School takes 
up all the time most people have to spare. There are others in 
the church who might be profitably employed in the discharge 
of some of the duties which we are assuming. We are trying 
to carry the whole church upon our shoulders ; it will only 
crush us down, and the work will not be well done after all Do 
your work thoroughly ; done in the faith of God, the harvest 
will bo sure. (Cheers).

:
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Christopher Kemster, Hamilton, said he had been a 
Sabbath School worker for many years, and he was convinced 
that harm was sometimes done by a teacher attempting to do too 
much. It was always better, he thought, to give the whole soul 
up to one part of the work, for which the teacher was best fitted. 
He had been engaged in teaching a class in the jail, and had 
met with much encouragement, there were times in the expe­
rience of every teacher when he felt despondent and discouraged 
but he should always remember the Master’s promise, that He 
will ever be with those, to bless them and their labors who 
work faithfully for Him.
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Rev. W. W. Smith, Pine Grove, way convinced from hie own 
experience, Unit one réunit of Sabbath School teaching was a 
clearer apprehension of Divine truth in the minds of those who 
taught. It was with regard to Biblo truths as with other 
matters, wc never thoroughly understood them until we either 
write or speak of them. Another result of Sabbath Sehool 
teaching, he had often noticed with pleasure, was the improve­
ments effected in families through the influence of the children 
of those families who attend the Sabbath School. The little
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Sabbath School children wore often the means of bringing their 
fathers and mothers and older brothers and sisters to the Saviour, 
or at any rate of effecting a great moral improvement in the 
household. IIo could look back upon his labors and bless God 
that, through his elforts in the Sabbath School, some children 
had been brought to the Saviour ; and it would generally he 
found that there was more spirituality among church members 
who liad been trained in die Sabbath Xehool, than among those 
who had not enjoyed that advantage. The very best teachers 
were those, who bad been scholars, and lie believed prcache'rs 
preached better from having learned a few lessons in the Sab- 
liatli School. Let the world say what it may, preaching was 
still God’s great means for the converting of the world.

Rev. William Fhvrky suggested that it would be well to 
ascertain how many in the Convention traced their conversion 
to Sabbath School influence. This would furnish an evidence of 
the practical effects of Sabbath School teaching.

Rev. .1 oki. Iiiuuus suggested that all those who had been 
directly benelittcd by Sabbath School instruction, rise to I heir
feet

Rev. Dr. Waters thought such a course was hardly in 
order. The meeting was not for the purpose of entering into a 
spiritual inquisition respecting the members of the Convention.

The President, on being appealed to, decided that at this 
stage of the proceedings the cour.-e suggested would not be in
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By request, Mr. Maitland sang ‘‘Jesus the water of life will Igive
Rev. II. Clay Trumbull, on being introduced by the Presi­

dent, was very cordially received by the Convention. He said: 
Mr. President, and members of the Convention, although this fs 
the first time I have had the privilege of meeting the friends 
of Christ in Canada, yet I confess to a home feeling hero, when 
J find so many gathered together, loving first of all, my Father, 
our Father—my elder Brother, our elder Brother—to consider )rho 
interests of that class whom the blessed Jesus, our elder Brother 
while hero on earth loved, and to counsel with one another • 
corning those interests which are dearest to my own heart 
also have a home feeling hero because of the warm welcome you 
have given me. Never before has it been my privilege to speak 
under any flag but that of my own country. Now 1 come out 
from my own nationality, and still I feel at homo, for I find hero 
my flag wreathed lovingly with your own (cheers) ; and you 
are assuring me and all who come here from whatever quarter, 
that “ Christianity knows no boundary line and reminding us
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Mthat there is a bettor country, which wo all, as pilgrims and 
strangers, confess that wo seek. God grant us an entrance into 
that heavenly city, whore the one flag, above all flags of earthly 
nationality, shall bo the blood-stained banner, the victorious flag 
of Christ. (Cheers).
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Hon. John MoMurrich Treasurer of the Association, said 
there bad been duo a total of liabilities of $350, but that 
sineo yesterday ho had collected ol arrears $147, and there was 
paid at the door, $1)5, making $212, leaving a balance still due 
of $10H, which lie thought he would bo able to meet by the 
collection of remaining arrears.

\
!

; The following was his estimate of amounts required to carry 
on the operations of the Association for the present y

Printing (same as last year)......................................
Advertising.....................................................................
Postage ........................................................ ;.................
Expenses of Delegates to organize Counties...........
(This must bo considered a low estimate, as they 

hope to do more work this year in the way of 
County organization, than last year).

Secretary ............................................................. :.........

M$ 260 00 
50 00 
50 00 

150 00
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$1010 00
Mr. Nixon wished to know if there was any regular method 

on behalf of schools. Wore the
1

of collecting the sums pledged 
parties pledging the amount to forward it to the Treasurer, or 
wait till it was applied for? This matter ought to bo understood 
before they separated.

Mr. MoMurrich said that the year1' before last ho had writ­
ten to all the parties in arrears ,and with one or two exceptions 
the money was all collected. Last year he had not made appli­
cation for the money, because he was in doubt whether or not 
some of the amounts pledged were included in the sum sent to 
him from Belleville. He found, however, on coming to the 
Convention, that they wore not so included. Whatever amounts 
were promised this year, he wished it understood, wore to bo 
sent promptly to the Treasurer, accompanied with the full address, 
bo that he could know whom to credit.
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Mr. Nixon moved that those schools that pledged amounts 
last year, and had not yet paid up, be requested to send in the 
money to the Treasurer.

The motion was carried.
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Mr. D. McLean pointed out that 81000 was needed to carry 
on the work of organizing the counties. This was a very im­
portant work, and it was for the Convention to say, by their 
offerings, whether or not the work should bo prosecuted '

On motion of Rev. J. Learoyd, seconded by Mr. W. Ken­
nedy, it was resolved to receive voluntary subscriptions from 
the audience. This was done, and at the close, it was announced 
that 8770 had been paid or promised.
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$ 260 00 
... 50 00

50 00 
... 150 00

INFANT CLASS TEACHING.

Mr. Harcourt, Toronto—At the request of several of the 
brethren, 1 have been invited to open the question of Infant Class 
Teaching. 1 did not expect to speak upon it, but in order to till 
up a gap occasioned by the non-attendance of a gentleman who 
was expected, I have consented to do so. I content myself with 
merely telling you how I conduct my infant class in Toronto, in 
connection with St. James’ Sunday School. 1 have an attend­
ance of 230 little ones, of ages varying from four to ton. About 
150 is the number I usually have atone time. I will give you 
the outlines of the course which I have adopted : At a quarter 
past nine wo meet; I find the little ones prepared to receive 
me. I welcome them with a cordial greeting. Before wo go 
to our lesson, wo sing a hymn. I repeat the words over to 
them, and they follow mo line by lino. Perhaps it may bo a 
new tune I am introducing. In that case, after they have 
repeated the first verso over after mo several times, I sing it a 
time or two, and then I ask them to follow me. They sing. I 
say to them, “ There are 120 little voices hero this morning, and 
I don’t think more than 75 or 80 of them sing that verso. Now 
let mo hoar you all join in the next verse.” They sing again 
and again, until they know it pretty well. Then I say to them, 
“ Now, my little boys and girls, wo are going into the immediate 
presence of God. I want you all to join in prayer with me to 
our Heavenly Father.” They close their eyes, and I pray with 
them, they following me with their voices in the prayer. Wo 
ask God to bless us and our school, both scholars and teachers.
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S The prayer over, the children sit down. We wish to imbue the 

minds of these little ones with a missionary spirit. Wo have a 
missionary box, which is passed round to receive the contribu­
tions of the children. Last quarter they amounted to $4.03 
Many of them have learned verses, which I hear them 
the collection 
lesson

T1
Englai

Mrn, ,, say after
Ihon we sing another hymn, and go to the 

Fite other Sunday wo had for the subject, of our lesson, 
These words I wrote on the blackboard. I base 

the subject upon these words, “ The little foxes that spoil the 
taken from the Song of Solomon. 1 say to the children 

that I suppose many of the people in the time'of Solomon culti 
vated grapes ; tiiat. they grew upon vines 
foxes there, and that it was the little foxes that gnawed the 
vines ;ti the root, and so spoiled them that no grapes grew upon 
them ; that all this is in the word of God, ami that (bid tells us 
there is nothing in His word that has not a meaning. The 
meaning is, that little sins are like those little foxes—that little 
sins committed by little 
and therefore the children should b<
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1 he time allotted to Mr. Harcourt h living expired, he con­
cluded

The PitEsihknt introduced to the Convention Miss McPher­
son, of London, England, who, he reminded the audience, was 
engaged in a great work of Christian philanthropy, that, of 
bringing out orphan children from Croat Britain, and finding 
them homes in this country. 'Cheers), lie took this oppor 
tumty of assuring her tin the -oplo of Canada heartily sympa- 

. , , *lvr l*lc . ‘Ulit ’ork she had undertaken, and 
wished her Cod speed in all lie efforts. (Cheers),

Miss McPherson,
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- 0,1 I'ising, was received with very hearty 
applause. She drew a graphic and touching picture of the chu- 
raeter and condition of the homeless and destitute children of 
London, and gave an eloquent account of her own labors, the 
difficulties she had met with, and the success which had hitherto 
attended her labors, and which encouraged her to continue them 
with increased zeal.

“ Your Mission
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was then sung.
Rev. Hr. Waters said they must have all been interested 

instructed and cheered by the interesting and eloquent address 
they had just listened to, and ho was sure they all felt grateful 
to Miss Mclhorson for the work she had done and was still 
ioinf- Mo would therefore beg leave to move that the cordial 
thanks of this Convention beI given to Miss McPherson. (Cheers) 

Rev. Mr. Alexander seconded the motion, and it was car 
ried, the audience indicating their hourly approval by

(5
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Tho President then introduced Mr. Green, of London, 
England, who had just arrived in this country.

Mr. Green—Mr. Chairman and Christian friends, my 
first words perhaps should he—“A blessing upon the head and 
heart of the President of the great Republic,” and “God save 
Queen Victoria.” (Cheers; the audience rising and singing a 
verso ot the National Anthem.) Mr. Green continued—Allow 
mo to say a few words upon the subject that was just before the 
Convention. The infant class is perhaps the most important of 
all the classes of the school, because there is no time of one’s 
life in which dogmatic truth can be learned 
age of from four to eight. What we want, is to teach the chil­
dren so that they will not only understand the lesson, but be 
able to teach it to others. One object of our teaching should be 
to make teachers of our scholars. We are surrounded every­
where by a heathen population, which our ministers cannot 
reach, nor even our Christian societies. Hut they may be reached 
through their children, and 1 would suggest this plan to advance 
that object. I suppose every one of you is acquainted with the 
little catechism of Dr. Watts’—a complete system of theology. 
Along with this catechism is Dr. Watts’ hymns, which enter into 
every part of a child’s life, teaching the child its duty to God 
and to man, and its need of a Saviour 
are simple and complete, and are as good at 90 as at 9 years of 
age. I learned them more than 50 years ago, and they have 
been of service to mo ever since. 1 will give you an illustration 
of what I mean by teaching a child, so that when it is taught, it 
can teach the same lesson to others during the week. Dr. Watts 
has written 24 little answers to as many questions, and the first 
seven of these are—“The great God who made heaven and 
earth." Some of our catechisms for young children give as 
answers to similar questions, simply “ God.” This is wrong. If 
wo lose reverence for the name and the word and the works of 
God, our religion will have but little influence. Dr. Watts 
guards against this by giving as answers to the questions—“The 
groat God who made heaven and earth,” and the mind of the 
child who learns it is much more deeply impressed. The great 
truths of religion can bo brought home to a child’s mind, and 
impressed upon it, by a little variation in putting these ques­
tions and by a repetition of them several times. Can you tell 
mo, children, who made you?—“The great God who made hea­
ven and earth.” What does Ho do for you?—“He keeps mo 
from harm by night and by day, and is always doing me good.” 
And what must you do for this great God who is so good to you? 
—“I must learn to know Him first, and then I must do every­
thing to please Him.” Whore does God teach us to know and
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fear Him ?—"In His holy word which is contained in the Bible," 
And so on. By having the children repeat these answers over 
several times, they get them impressed upon their memories- 
and by repeating them at home, ns children like to do, thev 
bring the fundamental truths of religion to many a homo which 
could not otherwise bo reached by the gospel. Then, with these 
questions and answers, I would have the children learn some of 
Watts Divine songs. When a child has learned such songs as

nific1
signi
obta:
liste:

livin
“ There is a God that reigns above," Ac.
“There is a law that Ho has writ,” &c.

gospel of rich grace,” Ac. 
n hour when I must die/' Ac.

lie sings them at home, and the parents hear them and often­
times their hearts are touched. Another plan I would recoin, 
mend, is to teach the children the names of the Bible in order 
The Bible is n largo book, and a little child does not know where 
to find the books unless'with some assistance. A good way to fix 
them in the memory of a child is to put them into verso, and to 
teach the child to sing them, thus. (Hero Mr. Green sang the 
following) 6

tbo
11 There is a 
“ There is a:

God
is in 
the l 
the )

for 1

of o 
trail

“Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
" Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges and Ituth ;

“ Samuel, Samuel, Kings, Kings and Chronicles, 
“ Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.”

agei

By this plan the children would soon learn tho names and order 
of tho books, and, would not soon forgot them. (Cheers).

Tho Doxology was 
nounced tho benediction.

:
then sung, and Rev. Mr. Taylor pro- God

any
SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION.

The Convention mot in Knox Church at 7 o’clock._ Rev. J.
R. Smith, pastor of the church, conducted tho dcvotioptll 
exorcises.

Tho first subject taken up

grci
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ENCOURAGEMENT TO LABOUR IN TIIE SABBATH 

SCHOOL.
Rov. I)r. Waters, lifter explaining that through some mis­

take, another gentleman as well as himself had been engaged 
to speak on this subject, ami that they had agreed to divide it 
between them, spoke as follows When I look around this mag.
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nificont audience, I consider it one encouragement of great 
significance. A few yeafo ago, I did not think wo could have 
obtained in Galt, or even irixToronto, such an audience as this to 
listen to matters in relation to the training of the young—not 
because they simply wanted tVbear what might bo said; ho 
would be a vain man wbo would for a mo 
an audience as this assembled simply to 
have to say. But I regard it as a proof that the people take a 
living interest in the training of the young, and they wish to 
encourage those engaged in the work. Then again 1 hold that 
the very fact that wo are doing this work—it being a work which 
God has given us to do, and which Ho has promised to bless— 

itself an encouragement. What are wo dealing with ? If 
the reward of the workman is to be tested by the prociousness of 
the material on which ho labours, what shall be the reward of 
those into whose hands God has placed immortal souls to train 
for Him—imperishable jewels to bo prepared for Immanuel’s 
crown, there to bo worn for ever and over ? And is it not cause 
of encouragement that wo who arc engaged in the work of 
training the young—superintendents and teachers, young men 
and women, and those advanced in years,—for Ï want to see 
them all in our Sabbath Schools—I say is it not cause of encour­
agement that wo have been appointed to this work by Him who 
said, “ Son, daughter, go work to-day in my vineyard,”—that wo 
have been taken out of the ranks of Christians by the Captain of 
our Salvation, and made officer^ in His army,—commissioned to 
train up immortal young souls for Him ? When a soldier is taken 
out of the ranks ho feels that ho has been honoured. What ha»’ 
God done for Sabbath School teachers and ministers of the 
Gospel? Ho has taken them out of the ranks of IIis people, 
and given them their commission, their marching orders,/to go 
work for Him. And when God gives such a command as/that to 
any man, when Ho in His Providence makes if plain [to any 
man that it is his work to teach the young, ho does in at his 
peril if he neglects that worker turns aside from it. Surely it 
is encouraging to reflect that it is God who gives us this vvrçrk to 
do. It is not the man that honours the work, hut the work that 
honours the man 
asks us to do that work for Ilim 
encouraging aspect of Sabbath School work 
great missionary agencies of our lime, 
habit of regarding the Sabbath School merely as an adjunct of 
our congregational work. It is that, and a very valuable one ; but 
the army of the Lord, the Church, must bo continually recruit­
ed, and there is no agency or means for doing this so well as 
Sabbath School teaching. And Christian Churches arc waking 
up to that l'iiçt. Our Christian friends in Toronto anil other
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cities arc planting mission schools in destitute parts, and 
tnoso schools grow into mission churches, 
brethren could tell 
same rgoncy.

And our American 
us of a great work done thorft through the

Wo

ChriRev. II. W. Pearson—As the Secretary suggested that i 
should omit the preface, allow me to state by way of introduction 
that the objecte my attendance at the Convention was not to 
speak on this subject, but on behalf of the thousand teachers of 
Montreai to invite this Convention to that city next year 

- , !,v ; ll ,!| contemplate this magnifieont gathering to- 
iglit when I call to mind the words of thrilling eloquence that 

hat ( been addressed to ns, and the marvellous array of facts 
/ |k;lll'"'g apon Sabbath School work, I fuel much in the position 

l""1' "i contact with the great Teacher, and who
espond to lie enquiry, - Who shall feed this great multitude," 

symg '■Ihennsahi'1 here." I feel i„ lhat posit..... to­
night. there ,s a lad here whose object is to gather up the 
fragments thaï nollong may he lost. And I vonhtro to Lett 

at tv loever has ,;ss“yed such a work, when the theme has 
boon Christ ami Ills progressive work, has found that that 
miracle was Inti a foreshadowing of the history of the truth in 
etcry age and every clime. Multitudes have fed upon His
Fous !ZW'"’ il ^ltmn8 lmvo 11x0,1 tllvir M‘izo upon His marvel, 
lo ts lot ,, and he tes ,many of siteeessivo generations of workers 
fol Chi,si lias been ho same. I am reminded by Ibis Convcn- 
10,, and its name, that hut the other day it seems my feet stood 

upon a tar d,lièrent spot. I stood on the spot then where the 
sai'Hi Hooper was horn, who was led to the scaffold in vindicn- 
tloiyd lus failli and-1 ruth—where the marvellous Whitfield was 
awakened to arouse the slumbering Church. I stood in the city 
of Moucestcr where Robert Rail,es was horn. And when the
ânhhni!"t|7'"rr l"'1' 11,0 to labour in the
hahh, II, helm,, ! 1 point to the array of living facts. When Sir 
Christopher " ran was ask,-d what should he Ids monument, ho
înd ii 1 ■ Ï " ' Hal bedrid, the result of Ins genius,
ami said, J hero is my motiumont.” I sa, with the speaker
Hie .■ranTf1” "“j • '“t tilc I11’011011*'» of this large audience, and 
the g,cut, far-reaching interests that are here represented, is a

men tl?r,",’!1,'aK°mm"' "7 Hml 1,1 '•>« >»»lory of illustriousmen that they were went to look up to the most perfect models 
for insp,rat,on am courage ; if artistic genius has ever belbre it 
7 p rn m'1' ,nl‘y we not gather encouragement from

tone r h,7 ™otl 11 perfect model, such a sublime
teacher, even Jesus Christ. There have I,cun hi, 
and originating men in t|,c world’s history 
was the Lord from Heaven. All the rest of „s, and the hest of
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Why

Suvii

table

I

IK

V

if,
t two original 

The second man



73

us, are but bits of humanity, broken pieces of the grand ideal. 
Wo have the grand ideal as a model in all our efforts. And may 
we not, in our respective walks of life and spheres of thought, 
draw inspiration and encouragement from the thought that 
Christ, our great model, has lived on earth, that He walked the 
shores and trod the way, and breathed the air of our common 
globe. And wo have a source of inspiration and courage in the 
law of glorification pertaining to our redeemed human it) 
would emphasize and proclaim as with trumpet voice, if 1 had it 
in my power, the doctrine of justification by faith. But running 
through the epistles and the-gospels is this law of reward—this 
law that the well-doer shall be crowned, not only here with the 
diadem of the divine favor resting upon him, but yonder there 
shall he given him his reward. “ As ye sow so shall ye reap,”— 
not something else, but that intensified and multiplied. By this 
principle—the love of reward—so deep rooted in our nature, wo 
are inspired by the inspiration of Scripture to take courage. 
Why art thou east down ? Lift up thine eyes and behold llio 
crown that awaits thee, that thou mayesl lay it down at thy 
Saviour’s feet. We arc also encouraged by l be law of association 
and of sympathy. What is the material upon which we work ? 
Every young heart that, we gaze upon in our classes is that upon 
which nmy he written “sin,” and then shall follow in inevitable
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sequence, misery and hell ; or there may be written upon it “good­
ness,” and then shall follow just ns inevitably, happiness and 
heaven. Is it thy ambition, young man, to write thy nttmo high 
upon the niche,of fame, I charge thee by the name of the glorified 
Jesus (liai thou write it not with the warrior’s garment stained 
in blood, iniv upon perishable monuments, but write it upon the 
tablets of redeemed and disenthralled humanity. I may not 
trespass upon your time but thus to draw out one or two 
thoughts in connection with this subject. If I have nothing else 
to commend me, l e il my ready compliance.

Mr. Maitland, by request, sang—“ Your Mission."
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HOW BEST TO SECURE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
SABBATH SCHOOLS IN DESTITUTE PARTS, 

AND THE CATHERIN!J IN OF THE 
CHILDREN.

Mr. Stephen Paxson—1 have a favor to ask .of you, my 
friends, and that is that you will throw the mantle of charity 
over my mistakes. I have only received a Sunday School educa­
tion, and that late in life, and I sometimes make expressions
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that need the mantle of charity thrown over them. I will give 
you some suggestions in regard to the way wo roach the nogloct- 
cd in the States, not wishing to dictate to you, but with the 
intention that what I say may assist you in your glorious work 
in Canada. We depend a groat deal now upon Convention work. 
When we find a community without a Sunday School, we got up 
a mass meeting there, and carry the matter before the people- 
Wo invite all the people to come out and bring their children, 
and then wo get the best speakers wo can find to make short 
speeches—fifteen minute speeches as a general rule. Some of 
the mass meetings are vet-}’ largo, thousands being there. In 
fact we had at some of our Conventions to request the people not 
tocomo out in such numbers, and sometimes we hold thorn away 
from the railroad so that it would require some effort to got to 
thorn. This was not the case when wo first began to hold Con­
ventions, but (he interest and enthusiasism in (hem have so 
inorcascd that the people come out by thousands to attend thorn. 
At some of them where I have been there were not loss than five 
thousand people. 1 like these Conventions. They rub off secta­
rian prejudices, and make us love each other better than wo 
otherwise would. We can all work together in this great cause. 
But let mo tell you you must organize your townships. We have 
a Vice.President in every township, who is President of the town­
ship organization, and takes the management of the township. I 
will toll you the importance of such a plan. This Vice-President 
is appointed by the County Convention which is comprised of all 
the religious denominations in the County, and therefore ho is 
regarded as having some authority to act for the whole body of 
Christians, (ind not merely as a member of the denomination. 
This Vice-President will select his officers, hold his mootings, 
and send in his report to the County Convention. The object is 
to have a Sunday School established in every school-house. Let 

give you a little of my own experience in getting people to 
work in this matter. You will find a great many farmers 
less about the education of their children. They perhaps have 
not been educated themselves, and they do not feel the importance 

Let me give you an incident in my own experience 
I went to a farmer once to get his influence to 

J. He was sitting by a peach-basket eating

to
ho:
Sq

th(

ho

Sa;

Sc)
fiel

fin

tell
it
go'

th(

L°:
■ < of

frii
of education, 
to illustrate this. I 
start a Sabbath School, H
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he, “ I’m opposed to education ; I never had any, an 
it just makes people worst
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Sunday School education that 1 meant ; that we wanted to teach 
the children their obligations to their fellow man and their duty 
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any church." “ Well, thon in tho school house." “Who is going 
to teach ?" “Well, Squire Watt is, and there aro others going to 
help him ?" ‘»What will he charge ?" “ Nothing !" “ What !
Squire Watt charge nothing?" “No, nothing; now wont you 
send your boys, seeing it won’t cost you a cent. 
know about it. I* toll you just what they’d do ; they’d wear out 
their boots ; that’s about all the good it would do them." (Laugh­
ter). I told him they would bo better in the Sunday School than 
running around the country, and asked him how many children 
ho had fit to go to Sunday School—how many over five and 
under twenty. Well, he counted them on his fingers, made a 
mistake and wont over them again, and finally called his wife. 
Says ho, “ This gentleman wants to know how many children 
wo have got over five and under twenty, and 1 cannot make it 
out." (Laughter). They counted them over together and made 
out thirteen. 1 thought that a pretty good beginning for a 
School itself. While they wore counting I looked over his clover 
field, and saw some fine hogs. Says 1, “ Mr. Allan, how many 
hogs have you?" Ho looked up at me and says, “ Got 83, and 
fine fat follows they are !" I said, “ You could tell mo how many 
hogs you have without consulting your wife, but you couldn’t 
tell mo how many children you have. Where is the mind ? Is 
it on tho hogs or tho children?" Says lie, “Old boss, you’ve 
got mo this time." (Much laughter). So you will often find 
men who can toll you at once how many thousand dollars they 
have out at interest or how much railroad stock they have, but 
when you talk to them about the religious instruction of their 
children, they aro deplorably ignorant 
step, to “ turn tho hearts of tho parents to the children." I had 
tho pleasure, recently, of meeting that old man again. With 
tears streaming down his face he said to mo, “Thank God for 
vour faithful words to mo over the peach basket. Two of my 
boys have, since that,- gone to heaven." That man now is one
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of tho best Sunday School teachers and most zealous Christians 
in that community. (Cheers), Take the Sunday School, my 
friends, into every neglected community. (Cheers).

Mr. Van Buren, Chicago, was next introduced. Tic re­
marked at the outset that though hailing from Chicago, lie was 
proud of being able to address the audience as fellow-citizens, 
for lie was a citizen of Canada. With regard to the organization 
of Sabbath Schools throughout the country, Ire thought that 
of tho first requisites was to educate the people to feclqm interest 
in the work, and to appreciate its importance. No large cnier- 
prizo succeeded until the people were brought to see its neces­
sity and important 
he was connected would perhaps be more acceptable than a set

A lew words as to the work with which
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speoeh. Thoy had many difficulties to encounter in organizing 
schools in destitute parts. They had in some instances found 
tho people opposed to the schools, simply because they wore in 
total ignorance of its nature and effects. At 
hold to

ti
T

one meeting ho had 
organize a school, lie put it to a vote whether they 

wanted a school or nol, and invited an expression of opinion, 
y no man got up, and after telling the audience that he was a 

means Baptist and in favor of using tho means, said that if 
they started the Sunday School, they would have to employ 
teachers; these teachers would have to lie paid, and to raise the 
money the county would have I,, be taxed, and that, he said 
would bring about another war. (I/mghtor). They organized 
the school, however, and a very successful one it was. He con­
cluded by pointing out (ho great results that were brought 
about by the training of the young, and consequently Ihe 
immense importance of giving them a proper training 

Hymn—“ Battling for the Lord.”
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THK RISK AND PRtiGRKSS OF SABBATH SCHOOLS.

1.
JOv. II. ('LAV Trcmiuîi.l—Mr. President ami members of 

(ho Convention, 1 certainly appear al this time of the 
(it a disadvantage, (after sharing with yon the pleasure of listott- 
jn8 "! Opqtietit, instructive and inspiriting addresses as wo 
have had to-night), to make a formal presentation to practical 
Sabbat It school workers of the origin and authorization of the 
institution or ngeitoy, in the interest of which you have here 
assembled. I undertake the task in 11,e firm belief that in thus 
presenting to you the underlying truth eonoorning tho origin 
ami authorization of tho Sabbath School, I aid you more than 1 
coil hi do in any oil,or wily. If I can show you from the word of 
Hod, and the history of the church, that in the plan and provi- 
donee ol God the Sal,bail, School is not an outside and irregular 
agency, that it is not separate and distinct from tho church, but 
that it is as much a part of the gospel plan as the family or tho 
pulpit, shall 1 not be doing the Sabbath School cause some ser­
vice / As read the word of God with tho light thrown on this 
institution by the history of the Jewish and Christian Church, I 
hnd that God, in His sovereign will, ordained three church agen- 
cios for tho performance of Ills work on earth, that those 
thi-oo agencies uro tho family, the hcIiooI and tho pulpit, and 
that they were established in the order in which I have named 
them, and have now equal validity as God’s established institu-
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lions. Neither of them can claim a right over the other two. 
The three together are comprehended within the church 
whole. First 1 find the family was formed 
wife were made one, and commanded to multiply and replenish 
the earth, and this, as God declared, that he might seek a godly 
seed. For nearly seventeen centuries the family, pure and sim­
ple, had the responsibility of the training of the race. How did 
the family perform that work? Was God satisfied with

mere family sway 
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The husband and

the results of family training alone ? Undei 
the children of men became so
which God chose to employ, “ it re
made man upon the earth,” and He swept away the race, save a 
single family to bridge over the chasm of destruction. This made, 
as it were, a new beginning for the race—not in Noah, who was 
in one sense of that corrupt stock, but in Abraham. Of Abraham 
God said that “ all the nations of the earth shall lie blessed in 
him, for I know that be will command bis children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord to 
do justice and judgment." Let it be borne in mind that this was 
before Abraham had any children. While as vet be had no 
child, either by wife or concubine, it is recorded of Abraham that 
lie “ armed his trained servants, born in his house, three hun­
dred and eighteen in number, to go to the rescue of his nephew 
Lot. The Hebrew word translated “trained" is rendered in the 
margin “ instructed," and by some commentators more properly 
“catechized." Mathew Henry explains it as trained, catechised 
servants, not only in the art of war but in the principles of reli- ' 
gion as well. Other commentators are hardly less explicit 
this point. Abraham had under his care upwards of three hun­
dred persons. They must have made a school of very respecta­
ble numbers, and could not be counted as simply a single family. 
So that we see the institution of the Sabbath School was not 
founded by Kohert Kaikes, but by Abraham Abraham. The insti­
tution thus founded was never afterwards wholly lost sight of in 
the world. The family was by this infusion of supplementary 
church agency, deprived of none of its duties. This institution 
for the training of the young, includes three elements. First, 
church care of the young ; second, bible study ; third, teaching 
by form of question and answer. Of course only the germ of the 
school agency was shown at first. First, church care of the 
young ; Abraham was to bring the children under church 
sight. The children occupied a prominent place in the passover 
least, and in other feasts. The Sabbath School was a church 
school, not a mission school. Wo see all through Jewish church 
history indications of public religions instruction of the young. 
In the solemn assemblies of the Jewish church the doctors were 
not only enjoined to attend, but the children also that they
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might have church oversight and care. And when our Saviour 
was on earth Ho fully commended this church cave of children, 
and frequently gave them the foremost place. In His public 
discourses He insisted that the children should never bo kept 
aloof; and when the scribes rebuked the children for singing 
hosannahs in the temple, He not only commended the youthful 
choir, but reminded the scribes that it was written in their law 
that such worship was acceptable to God—“ Have you never 
read, out of the mouth of babes and sucklings He hath perfected 
praise? The truth ot Jesus Ghrist is the same yesterday, to-day 
and forever. From the days of Abraham the (diupch school has 
been a definitely ordained agency for the train mg of children in 
addition to all that the family can do for them in the household. 
Then comes the second element of religious culture—the study 
of the bible, not bv the children alone, but by young and old 

In the solemn assemblies of the children of Israel the
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study of the law—of God's word—was an essential part of thoii 
duties. “Thou shall teach Jacob thy statutes, and Israel thy 
law,” said Moses. In the eighth chaplt 
description of a gathering for bible study which resembles more 
nearly a New York or Chicago Sunday School than any other 
modern sanctuary service. Nehcmiah is the principal teacher, 
and he has assistant teachers ; and they taught the law to the 
“congregation both men and women and all that could hear with 
understanding,” Kzra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood— 
the only time the word pulpit is used in our translation. This 
is evidently the Superintendent's desk. After the proper exer 
ciscs, to which all the people answered amen, the lesson of the 
day was taken up-evidently it was a uniform lesson 
Superintendent read in the book, and caused the teachers to ex- 

sense and caused the people to 
The school was continued the entire 

forenoon, not crowded in between the régulai 
The Talmud informs us that in their great towns the Jews 
had a Synagogue, Divinity or Bible school, or Sabbath School. 
This Divinity school was hohknfter the synagogue services, and 
it came to bo a proverb—“ from the Synagogue to the Divinity 
school,’’ or in modern parlance, from the church to the Sabbath 
School—from the synagogue services or morning worship to the 
afternoon services for Bible study. It was probably in one of 
these Bible schools in the temple that our Lord at twelve y 
of age was found by his parents, listening to the teaching of the 
doctors and asking them questions. It was there. He would 
have it understood, Ho was about His Father’s business. There 
was no outside work in that. The third mission of the institu­
tional church school was teaching by form of question and 
answer. This practice was common before the origin of the
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pulpit, as we understand the term. I have already shown that 
there is reason to suppose that Abraham trained his household 

on of Solomon, “ Train up a 
is rendered in the margin, 

“ Catechise a child in the way he should go,”—the verb being of 
the same root as that employed in Abraham’s case. Under the 
new dispensation teaching is quite distinct from preaching. 
“Jesus went about all Galilee teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the gospel.” Again, “ lie went about all the cities 
and villages teaching and preaching.” That is, probably, He 
taught in their Divinity or Sabbath Schools in the afternoon and 
preached at their morning services. It is recorded of Peter and 
the other Apostles, that “ daily in the court of the temple and in 
their houses* they ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus 
Christ." So in many other instances. Does any one seriously 
suppose that the repeated mention of teaching and preaching in 
the Holy Scriptues is mere verbiage ? If not, then there was a 
section in the Jewish and. Apostolic church which was not 
preaching. Then, the great commission of Christ to His follow­
ers prescribes the duty not only of “ preaching, the gospel to 
every creature,” but also of “ teaching all things whatsoever I 
have commanded.” Alford is of opinion that this word teaching 
in the original carries with it the idea of question and answer. 
Our word “ echo,” with its answer-back idea, is derived from the 
same root. All our knowledge of Jewish religious instruction 
goes to show that the Bible school teaching exercises were 
largely catechetical. Besides we know from the constitution of 
the human mind that in order to learn anything thoroughly, 
some such mental activity on the part of the learner as is secured 
in answering questions is required. The univoral testimony of 
teachers and mental philosophers is to that effect. How much 
would any of you give for a school where questions were never 
asked, but where there were nothing but lectures ? How many 
lectures would teach a child a practical knowledge 
of the Rule of Three. Mr. Trumbull proceeded to 
cite extracts from the writings of eminent men, bearing 
testimony to the importance of the cathochetical mode of 
instruction. This mode of instruction which is best suited to 
the mind of man, God provided when in the days of Abraham he 
established the church school with its threefold work, of church 
oversight of the children, Bible study by old and young toge­
ther, and teaching by form of question and answer. So the 
family and the school were founded. Then, in the fulness of 
time, came the pulpit. The work of the prophets was not 
preaching as we understand that term. They came as envoys 
extraordinary on special messages from the court of heaven. 
The pulpit, as a church agency, does a work which neither the
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family nor the school can perform. But they wore all estab­
lished by God, and none of them arts to bo lost sight of. This 
being so, the Sabbath School must stand approved as represent­
ing a God-ordained agency, of equal validity with the pulpit and 
the family. All, then, are appointed of God to do His work 
upon earth. What, therefore, God has joined together, lot not 
man put asunder. Let me point out a few of the practical 
lessons growing out of this view of the subject 
tendent should be recognized as a church officer, under the 
pastor, having charge of a portion of the church's work—the 
Sabbath School—under church supervision. The pastor, skilled 
in the Scriptures, should intelligently instruct the teachers and 
guide them in their work. In connectiou with this sense of 
church responsibility for what is taught in the Sabbath School, 
I would add that the leaching of the school should interest tin- 
whole church membership, as well as bo under the oversight and 
general direction of the minister. There can be no leaching of 
that which is not learned. Those who would be teachers must 
he still learners—learners not merely under pulpit preaching, 
but in the church schools. There are multitudes of professed 
disciples of Christ who have learned nothing of God's truth since 
they believed that their sins were lorgiven. The church school 
should have all needed time in the arrangement of the Lord’s 
day survices. It should be considered a part of the regular 
servie/s of the church, and the church has no more right, to 
thru/l the school aside for pulpit preaching, than it has to over- 
HtK) the family. A tail- place belongs to it hy God's plan, and it 
is in defiance of God's ordinance if tin* church takes that part ol 
the Lord's day which should ho given to the school, for pulpit 
preaching to passive listeners. Then again, if tin1 school is g 
part of the church, it should have a proper place to meet in—it 
should not be thrust into the basement of the church, nor in the 
gallery. It should have a portion of the church building fitly 
designed, and properly tarnished, for the purposes of the school. 
It should he supplied with all the appliances for successful 
teaching which the resources of the church can furnish. When 
the Sunday School is iiiirly recognized as the loved child of 
tho churclr, no more a servant but a son, and if a son then an 
heir, watched over, sympathized with, provided for by the 
parent, there will he no longer any conflict between the mem­
bers of the household of faith. Having received the adoption 
of sons, the school will cry out to the church, “ My father, do 
thou he the guide of my youth." Harmony of action will give 
increased interest and activity in the work of the church. The 
family, the school and the pulpit will operate together for tho 
reclaiming ofsinners, for the work of the ministry, for the building 
up of the faith. Tho church of which these three agencies

the h 
togel 
accoi

(Che
The siiperin-

gesh-

if, ci

the |

that

is th:
■ Toi,

Schc



1X
81

to all ostab- 
it of. This 
is represent- 
o pulpit and 
o His work 
ther, lot not 
lio practical 
’ho superin- 
, under the 
< work—the 
istor, skilled 
eachors and 
lii.s sense of 
bath School, 
interest the 

vvrsight and 
teaching of 

■nehers must 
preaching,

s truth since 
lurch sidmol 
f the Lord’s 
the regular 
ire right to 
has to over- 
plan, and it 
that part of 
I, for

meet in—it 
i, nor in the 
Hiding fitly 
f the school, 
r successful 
ish. When 
ed child of 
son then an 
for by the 
n the mem- 
lie adoption 
y father, do 
ii will give 
lurch. The 
ther for the 
the building 
goncies are

members, will then grow up into Him in all things, which is 
the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, fitly joined 
together and compacted, by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, 
makelh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love,” 
(Cheers). ;l

Rev. Mr. Ma Hi. i no—Allow me to submit a motion, sug- 
Wo have heard this lecturegented by many of the brethren 

with very deep interest. I believe that brother Trumbull, from 
want of time, has omitted some very material and equally inter­
esting portions of it. II it would not be infringing upon inter­
national copyright, he would confer a very great favor upon us 
if either in pamphlet form or embodied in our Report, lie would 
consent to the publication of his very excellent address. It is 
one that deserves and requires study. Although there are some 
parts of it that I might he disposed to diller from, yet even tho-o 
parts are so suggestive and there is so much that 1 heartily 

with, that I feel convinced Mr. Trumbull would confer
a great favor upon the Sabbath School workers of Canada, by 
the publication of tho whole of it. I move that we make that 
application to him

ky,The motion was carried unanimously
Mr. Trumbull said ho would be very happy to put the 

address at tho disposal of tho Convention if he could do so 
would lie able to give the Convention an answer in a few days 

Hymn—“Tho realms of tho blest.”

He

t]

CLACK AND T1MK OF NEXT CONVENTION.

Rev. Mr. Bmcms, from the Business Committee, reported 
that invitations had been received from Montreal, Hamilton and 
London, to bold the Convention there next year, and that the 
Committee recommend that London be selected. The following 
is tho invitation sent in from the delegates from London : —

To the, Secretary of the Provincial Sabbath School Com: ml ion, n<w 
assembled :—

Dear Sir,—It is the earnest desire of tho delegates repre­
senting London schools, that the Convention ol the Sabbath 
School Association of Canada be held in London, Uni,, next your
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(1871). Wo pledge the hospitality of the Christians there, and 
give an earnest invitation for Sabbath School workers to come 
Como one and all. We need your help.\ gion of ' 

Convent 
claim inÏ John M. Denton, 

Alfred Rowland, 
John Bishop, 
Charles Pratt.

Mr
London 
claim, p 
position 
like to i 
that, L 
while J 
agree t(

(fait, October 12, 1870.

Rev. I)r. Waters moved that the recommendation of the 
Committee bo adopted.

Mr. Beadle seconded the motion.
Rev. J. Mr Kill ic an moved in amendment that the next 

Convention bo held in Montreal. The Association was one for 
both Provinces, and he thought the Lower Province ought to 
have the Convention once in a while.
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/
Rev. R. W. Pearson seconded the amendment If they

did not get the Convention next year, ho hoped at any rate they 
would have it the year after. 3

Mr. Nixon thought it was time the Convention was held in 
the Province of Quebec, seeing that the Association covered 
both Provinces.
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Iicv. Mr. Pearson explained that the Sunday School Union 
in Montreal a body composed of all denominations—had earn- 
fully considered the subject of inviting the Convention and 
providing ample accommodation. The invitation had come from 
the whole body of teachers, and as to accommodation there was 
virtually no limit to it.

Mr. D. McLean advocated going to London, as lie believed 
the general cause of Sabbath Schools would be better advanced 
than by going to Montreal.

Mr. J. M. Denton said all the Sabbath School workers in 
and around London were expecting the Convention, and wore 
prepared for it. They wanted to have not merely one delegate 
from each Sunday School, but all those interested in the w-ork 
who might choose to come. Ho believed a thousand people 
could bo accommodated in London.

Rev. Mr. Millard said that as this was the Sabbath School 
Association of Canada, of course a city like Montreal was enti­
tled to have the Convention sometimes. But during the year 
tho Executive Committee had received a request from London 
to hold tho Convention there next year, and they had partly 
promised to accede to tho request, subject of course to tho deci-
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ins there, and 
fliers to come. gion of tho Copvcntion. Ho would say, let London have the 

Convention this year, and let us remember that Montreal has its 
claim in for next year.

Mr. McLean, Galt, remarked that last year at Belleville, 
London requested the Convention, but agreed to waive her 
claim, provided tho delegates from Galt would support the pro­
position to go to London the next year. Therefore ho would 
like to see the Convention go to London next year, and besides 
that, London had never yet had the Provincial Convention, 
while Montreal had, and he was convinced all pav.ies would 
agree to go there in 1872.

Denton,
Lowland,

Pratt.

«dation of the

Rev. Mr. Ciiristopiierson supported the proposition to go 
to Montreal, because it would lie a great assistance to the 
Protestant Sabbath Schools of that city, that had much to 
tend against in tho midst of a large Roman Catholic population. 
London, it was true, had not had the Provincial Convention yet, 

had been near there three times, viz : in Toronto,'St

-hat the next 
was one for 

nee ought to "1J
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but it
Catharines, and now in Galt. Montreal, he thought, should have 
the Convention this year, and London the next.

t was hold in' 
it ion covered Rev. Mr. Marling reminded the Convention of the dilemma 

they were in when the Convention met in Toronto. The Con­
vention actually went a hogging for months for a pince, till 
finally tho people of St. Catharines, in charity, sent an invitation. 
In order to avoid any such difficulty this year, tho mem hors of 
tho Executive Committee when they were present at tho Middle­
sex Convention, gave tho London people, in response to their re­
quest for the Convention, to understand that they should have it, 
though of course the Convention could decide otherwise. No 
doubt there were many other towns, ranking with Gall, that 
would bo prepared to send in an invitation, and it was an en­
couraging evidence of tho growing interest that was taken in tho 
work of tho Association to find so many places anxious to have 
tho Convention. It should bo remembered that Montreal had a 
very excellent local organization, which held frequent Institutes, 
conducted by men like Mr. Pardee, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Vincent and 
others ; so that Montreal would not suffer so much by having to 
wait another year, as London would that had never had tho 
Convention.

The motion to adopt the recommendation of the Committee 
■to go to London, was then put.and carried.

The next question taken 'up was the time of holding tho 
next Convention.
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wore in session, and Agricultural Associations held their meet-1 
ings, thus keeping very many away who would like to come to I 
the Convention. The month of Juno, ho thought, would bo prel 
fora Me to October.

Mr. Trios. Nixon moved that the Convention meet on thel 
second Tuesday in September.

The President suggested that this matter bo referred to tW 
Business Committee, to report to-morrow ; and on motion of lier I 
Mr. Nivhol, this suggestion was adopted.

The session then closed with the usual services.

hi

THIRD DAY—MORNING SPSS ION.

The usual devotional exercises wore conducted by Rev. Thou 
Alexander, of Percy.

UNIFORM IÆSSONS.

Rev. Alfukd Taylor opened the discussion on the subject 
llo explained at the outset that Ï» speaking of Uniform Lessons 
he did not mean uniform IossojisVii County, Province or Domi­
nion, but in each school. Wo ImvVall had more or less ex peri 
enco either in uniformity or non-uniformity of lessons.in out 
schools. May I suggest that in the three minute speeches that! 
are to follow, you give us your experience of the system you 
may have followed. If you have had «1 iHorent lessons in the 
different classes of your school, let us hear from you whether01 
not you have found that plan profitable. In the few minuta 
which I am to occupy, I wish to speak on a subject which is inti­
mately connected with uniformity of lessons, and that is the 
study "of the lesson by the teachers. 1 have already discard 
the subject of teachers’ meetings ; hut I Wish now to add a sug­
gestion respecting them. When shall wo hold these teacher»’ 
meetings for the study of the lesson? With us, and 1 suppose it 
is the same \yith you, every evening is precious. Why our min­
isters spend some ten minutes or so every Sunday aftei 
in reading notices of meetings to lie held during the week. Si uni 
little time ago 1 occupied a pulpit for a sick brother, and he sen 

a sheet of foolscap closely written on both sides, tilled will 
notices to read to the congregation. (Laughter.) I would lib 
to see that practice entirely abolished. Precious time might k 
saved if a largo blackboard was placed in the vestibule, and
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the Announcement» chalked out on it, so that the whole congre 
their meet-^B gallon could read them as they went in or out of the church, 
to come toH What with'your Wednesday evening lecture, and your Friday 

mid bo prc.H evening .prayer meeting, and the other meetings connected with 
the church, it is difficult to get a spare evening for the study of 

Now, let inc give you my experience by way of 
We had a lecture and prayer meeting in each

the lesson,licet on the
suggestion
week. Both were very dull, very unprofitable, very cold and 
very poorly attended. So I efttno to the conclusion' that the 
best thing 1 could do was to combine these meetings, and 
call it lecture and study nteefflig. At first I did not tell the 
people that the subject of the lecture and study would be" the 

portion of scripture as the Sabbath School lesson of the 
next Sabbath. But .it was, and wo studied it with the help of 

charts and a blackboard. The exercises were half lecture

erred to tkl 
t ion of ItcT.I

and half study, and not too much exhortation. So we got the idea 
of uniform lessons, not only for the children but for the fathers 
and mothers also. The result was that before long such an in­
terest was taken in the meeting that crowds came out to it, and 
wc had to hold it in the church instead of the lecture room 
throw out this suggestion of introducing the subject of the Sun­
day School lesson into the weekly lecture for the consideration 
of pastors. /I hey have to select some passage of scripture for 
their lecture ; why not take the subject of the Sunday lesson, and 
thus have the mind of the whole congregation, young and old, 
centered on the same passages of scripture, and the same reli­
gious truth. It would be well, I think, if our pastors wore to 
have less of pulpit exercises, less of mere harangue in their 
weekly lecture meetings, and more of conversational study, 
drawing out the opinions and thoughts of the members of the 
church. Truth strikes different minds in different ways, and by 
the interchange of thought and opinion in this way, both pastor 
and people are mutually benefitted and assisted in the study of 
the word of God. It would be found profitable too to bring the 
same subject into family worship—to have all the family, old 
and young, and the servants too—for I was pleased with thé re­
marks of Miss McPherson yesterday about bringing the gospel 
to our servants—gathered around the fnjqily altar, with their 
minds directed to the subject of the next Sabbath's lesson. Now,
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you have your whole church engaged on the one lesson 
shall I preach about next Sunday? Perhaps the very lesson you 
have boon studying during the week may suggest as good a sub­
ject as any other in the word of God. We read, “ then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another.” May not Christians 
in their social intercourse with one another, have the same sub­
ject before their minds. Thus wo shall get fresh light upon the 
word of God by leaving the same passage of scripture considered
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SahlnlhV'sT‘N|M,rKl,,,M'’7-rem'ü'k0,[ u)’°" importance of
Sabbath .School teachers being in sympathy with each other 
helping one another the study of the lesson and praying w ' 
and for one another. When different lessons were' tnS * ?» 
sympathy was a great measure wanting, and his own ex , 
rionee taught him flint in many eases this was the cause of the 
decay and failure of schools. lüe

Mr. Thomas Nixon gave his experience in fa™- of uniform 
essons. llo had found that when a teacher took a different 
esson trom the rest of the school, ho seemed to he eut off from 

the school, and there was not that unison and 
import ant to the successful working of the school
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Mr. 8 Pax SON mentioned an instance that had como ululer 
ns own observation, which the system of having different 
cssons was abandoned and the unifbrm system adopted and tl
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1
Rev. W. W. Smith referred 

uniform system to two points in favor of the 
first—1 vachers of limited knowledge and 

experience could learn from (hose better qualified, and Urns bo 
hotter prepared for their duties. They could not have this 
advantage where each teacher liad a separate lesson because
the teachers could not in that case moot together to study the 
esson. The second point was that, under the uniform system 

the teachers might have the benefit of the many helps \vhich 
were now provided for the study ot the lesson. P
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Mr. J. K. Bennett, Long Island, N. Y., would like to hear 
more from Superintendents respecting the practical working of 
the two %y stems in their schools. Ho had been a supcrintcn- 
dent for about twelve years. At first they never thought of 
such a thing as uniform lessons, and of course had no teachers’ 

' I. After attending a few Conventions they *^ot woke 
ttlo, and began to hold teachers’ meetings, but they failed 

all the teachers having different lessons, there was not

meetings
up “A
because
enough of interest in the meetings to insure a proper attendance. 
Lately they had introduced the plan of uniform lessons, and 
their teachers’ meetings were revived, and were carried on with 
interest and benefit to all the teachers.

îtev. J. A. Livingstone, Brantford, said there was an 
objection to uniform lessons, and that was that there 
parts of the Scripture, as Paul says, “ hard to be understood," 
and could only bo understood by adults. As a good mother 
gives milk to the children, gruel to the sick, and keeps the 
strong moat for the grown up members of the family, so we 
should give the strong meat of the Word to the adults and the 
milk to the young children—choosing those portions whic are 
adapted to each individual class. Irt due season the Jung 
children would come to study the more difficult parts.

Mr. Paxhon—The children can cat of the broth that the 
strong meat is boiled in. (Cheers).

Bov. Dr. Waters said (he tone of some of the remarks 
would load one to suppose that the teaching of the pulpit was 
not Bible class teaching. But the very object of the pulpit was 
to expound Bible truths to the congregation. With regard to 
uniform lessons, over since ho had been connected with Sabbath 
Schools in Canada, they had used uniform lessons, having adopt­
ed the Edinburgh series, which was used in a largo number of 
Sunday Schools in connection with the church to which he 
belonged. He was tolerably well acquainted with the scheme 
published in Chicago, and though it was famous for advertising 
itself, he could say it was founded on the Bible and was a good 
one. in his own Sabbath School the teachers held regular 
meetings, and discussed the subject of the lesson. They had a 
blackboard, and noted down on it the points as they were 
brought out of the lesson, and the meetings had proved very 
interesting and instructive.

Rev. Mr. Marling hoped to have heard something from Mr* 
Taylor in relation to. not merely uniform lessons in each school, 
but in all the schools of tlio country. He knew there was a 
very strong endeavor on the other side to have a national series 
of lessons, which all the various Sunday School publications,

were some
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denominational or otherwise, would adopt, each school or church 
using its own system of notes arid helps, but all studying the 
same portion of the Word of God. lie did not know whether or 
not they could attain to'that in Canada, but the discussion of it 
might prove profitable, and perhaps the Convention might soo 
its way to take some steps in the matter.

tin

Rev. ,1. Straith said his experience was in favor of uniform 
lessons, and lie was convinced that by proper study on the part 
of the teachers, the same portion of Scripture could be adapted to 
infant classes as well as adults.

i*Rev. Dr. Thornton bore similar 
experience,

Mr. It. McLean said the plan his school followed was to 
hold a weekly meeting of the teachers, which was something in 

y ihe form of a model school, one of the number teaching, and tho
r others taking the part of scholars. Then after this was done, each

teacher was requested to criticise the mode of teaching, and in 
this way the teachers improved their mode of teaching, besides 
becoming thoroughly informed on tho lesson.

Rev. Mr. IsViioi. spoke faArably of the system of 
lessons published in Chicago, and would like to see tho Con­
vention take some steps towards considering tho adoption of tho 
national series of lessons which there was reason to hope would 
be adopted in tho United States in lb72
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Mr. J. M. Denton 
lesson and of how to teach

of opinion that, a knowledge of tho 
„ ^ was of more importance than

uniform lessons. lie thought a good plan would be to let tho 
superintendent and teachers agree upon a course of lessons, say 
once a quarter and have it printed on cards and distributed 
through the school. By this plan tho lessons could be chosen 

Inch were most adapted to both tho scholars and the teachers, 
red it would prove more profitable than the adoption 

a series of lessons in whose selection they had nothing to do.
Mr. Read also approved of the lesson being selected by tho 

pastor, superintendent and teachers, and in that case tho pastor 
might often find it profitable to take up the subject of the lesson 
at his weekly lecture and prayer meetings. He also urged tho 
desirability of every teacher using his own Bible and not having 
to depend'Upon borrowing after he came to tho school.

Dr. IIElmer remarked that

th<

ThH f
bu
thtII •cxl
gill

a f
fill
lie

ha
Sc I

... ™ Ills school they had their
senes of lessons printed on cards, and one of them given to each 
scholar and each teacher. He hoped to see the day when tho 
saino series of lessons would be used throughout the United 
Mates and Canada, so that wherever lie went he would know 
what lesson would be taken up.
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\p0Vi Mr. Andrews, Woodstock, spoke of a recent visit ho 
had paid to Detroit, and from what lie saw of the working of 
the uniform system, he was convinced of its superiority.

This closed the discussion.'
Hymn—“What shall the harvest bo?” was then sung.
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SABBATH SCHOOL ACCOMMODATION AND OUTFIT.
)in his

Rev. Alfred Taylor—In the few minutes allotted to mo 
to speak on this subject, let me first say, don’t put your Sunday 
School in the basement of your church if you can help it. It is 
a pity to put living children under ground. 1 have seen a great 
many Sunday Schools, connected with churches that are wealthy 
and respectable, held in uriventilated basements, whore the 
atmosphere is rendered impure by being continually breathed 
over and over again. 1 tell you children require just as much 
living room as adults. Their lungs are not as large, but they 
work faster. By all means have a woll-venliiated room for the 
Sunday School, particularly for the infant classes. With regard 
to Sunday School accommodation, it is very important; but I 
may mention that one of the best schools I over saw, was hold 
in an old railroad car. The word of (rod was faithfully taught 
there ; but all our school houses should not bo formed after that 

ici. We want the very best accommodation wo can got. 
That was just what these people who met in the railroad car had; 
hut by-and-by they got able to have something bettor, and now 
they have a tine country church. It is not necessary to go into 

^extravagance in fitting up a school-room in the shape of stained 
glass, pictures of the apostles and martyrs, frescoed walls or 
carpeted floors; but a little tasteful ornament is very well, and 
a few appropriate mottoes around the room are not only beauti­
ful, but serve a good purpose. Do not make too much of any 
helps, but use them moderately. We sometimes find some of 
our good brethren mourning over the innovations in the Sab­
bath School; but a comparison with the condition of Sabbath 
Schools a number of years ago, will show that these innovations, 
as they are called, have been for good. For instance, a few days 
ago, in New York, I was looking over a little catechism pub­
lished in Philadelphia in 1832. What first struck mo was the 
cut on the outside. It looked as if it had been executed upon 
cork, and I am sure the artist who did it could not find employ­
ment now at any price. I speak of this, because it is a repre-
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Bontaiive picture. Millions of these catechisms have been 
circulated and arc yet. I got my copy out of the hands of one 
of my Sunday School children. There was a picture of a very 
stiff, rigid-looking Sunday School teacher, with a massive head 
bonding over a high stock that must have cut his 
him stood two or throe boys, holding their hands in the most 
painful position ; behind him is a row of uncomfortable-looking 
benches, with several boys sitting on them, dressed in most 
singular-looking clothes; and off in one corner was an institu­
tion which, I thank (rod, no longer exists in our schools—the 
dunce’s stool with a boy standing on it and wearing the dunce’s 
cap. That was a representative picture upon a representative 
book. Is that a representative of (he Sunday School of to-day ? 
I thank God it is not. Wo are a little ahead of that 
God, brethren, for what was

t
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! !; I thank
done thirty years ago for sound 

teaching and theological training, but in some things wo are a 
little ahead now. We have improved in our Sunday School 
pictures, in our Sunday School furniture, in having banished 
the dunce s stool and the dunce’sJcap, and the disgrace of a 
system which places a boy, because he has failed in his lesson, 
in a position whore every one can point the finger of scorn at 
him. But, blessed bo God, there was the same grand truth in 
the inside of that catechism which wo teach to-day. and which 
will bo taught to the end of time. But our means of teaching 
are bettor than they were then; and it is the duty of teachers 
to make use of every means they can get. Just as the farmer 
of to-day, with his mower and reaper, Would not go back to the 
rude implements of former days, nor the railway man, with his 
steel rails and ‘train thundering over them at 40 miles an hour, 
to the old rail which the conductor in difficult places used to 
have to hold down with his fingers while the train passed over; 
so in our greater and better work, we should not lose sight of 
modern improvements, but should supply our children with the 
best school rooms and the best appliances wo can procure. Let 
us.havo the best singing, the best books, the best papers and the best 
superintendents we can get. Do not have a superintendent who 
will act towards the school as a policeman, but a kind, courteous, 
Christian gentleman. Let us have teachers imbued with tho 
the spirit of sanctified enterprise, and energy, and progress. 
Then, in tho name and by tho strength of God, wo shall do 
something for His glory. (Cheers).
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Bov. II. Clay Tuumbull—The first Sabbath School where 
I ever really learned anything; that in which I commenced to 
work for my Master, was in a garret. It was a mission Sabbath 
School, down by tho banks of the river in tho worst quarter of 
my own city of Hartford. Tho children wore gathered from
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91garrots and collars and the streets, and a voryl'Llightful Sabbath 

School wo had in that old garrot—delightful not only to the 
teachers, but to the children themeeIves. So much so that I 
very well remember a boy one day threw up the window and 
cried out, “ Jimmy, come up hero ; you'll get more fun in this 
room than anywhere else for a quarter." Not fun in any im-> 
proper sense, but real enjoyment ; and ho wanted to tell others * 
to come and get a share of it. So l hope you will not wait till 
you have first-class room accommodation before you are doing a 
blessed work for the Master. It is our duty as well as our 
privilege to provide the very best accommodation for the chil­
dren that wo can, but let us not give undue prominence to the 
advantages of good accommodation and, outfit oil pictures and all 
similar helps. Tin- children’s room ought to be the most delight­
ful place in the whole sanctuary. It ought to bo adapted to the 
special services to be held there. In the first place, as has boon 
remarked, the seats should ho so arranged that the teacher would 
be equally distant from all the children, so that all could hear 
what he had to say, and he would not be obliged to speak to 
at a time, the others meanwhile having nothing to do. The 
interest cannot be kept up in a class under these conditions. In 
some schools they have the seats arranged in the form of throe 
sides of a square, so that the children could bo seated around the 
teacher. Then again the room should bo made as attractive as 
possible by placing on the walls appropriate mottoes and pic­
tures and by other moans, so that the children will always have 
pleasant associations in their memories connected with the Sab­
bath School. One instance occurs to my mind of a good man in 
Philadelphia, who commenced a school there in a private house 
with ten children. Week by week his school increased, and 
lately ho has built à fine schoolhouse, and he has an average 
attendance now of 1550. There are three rooms above and 
below on each side, and one on each side of the platform for the 
infant classes, which make with the central room fifteen in all. 
And they can all he thrown into one, so that all the children can 
be within range of the eye and oar of the superintendent. Then 
there is a gallery at one end fbr spectators, who are npt allowed 
to come into the school-room
improvements, and what is far bettor, the truth it^ taught there 
in its purity as it was in the garret whore the riehool was first 
held.
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Dr. Helmer said the question often came up how were scats 
for 20 or 80 children to he arranged so that they would all be 
equally distant from the teacher. In his school ho had taken 
out all the original seats, and reseated it with chairs, and to 
prevent a noise being made by moving the chairs, he had rubbers 
placed on the feet, and had found the plan to work admirably.
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The chairs could bo ctisily arranged in order around the teacher 
according to the number of scholars in the class, and they could 
with equal ease be arranged for a lecture or other meeting. He 
hiul found, too, that this was the cheapest mode of seating the 
schoolroom.

A Delegate asked Mr. Taylor to give them some information 
respecting tiie special outfit of infant class rooms.

ltov. Mr. Taylor said the infant class should have a room 
to themselves, because their exercises were so different from the 
rest of the school that to have them in the same room would 
create confusion. It was the general plan to have raised seats 
so that the children can sit on one seat, with their feet on the 
one below them. In carrying out this plan, cure should be 
taken to have tljo room well ventilated, else the children in the 
upper and back seals would have to breathe impure air. lie 
would giv^each child as much sitting room, (say 15 inches) as 
the older children. Let the teacher take his place at the foot of 
the slops, and if possîïïle, have the steps in a semi-circular form, 
so that none of the children will be too far away from the 
teacher. Then a blackboard was very useful in an infant class 
room, and be would repeat, let it be the best ventilated and 
most cheerful room in the whole building.

I

Rev. J. McKillican—How would you do when there was only 
one building in which to hold the school, and that the church, and 
some very good conscientious people have scruples against hymns being 
sung in the church ?

Rev. Mr. Taylor—Do as you would do if you were driving, and 
one wheel cuuic off. It is a very good thing to have four wheels, but 
I have seen progress made with three wheels and a rail. (Laughter).

once when one of the engines broke down, and

B

I was on a steamship 
we made the remainder of the passage with one engine and one wheel. 
If you cannot get along smoothly, you muât just get along the best
way you can. JA

SUGGESTIONS RESPECTING NEXT YEAR'S 
CONVENTION.

Rev. Mr. Marling, at the request of the Executive Committee, 
asked for suggestions respecting next year's Convention. The prepa­
rations for the Convention were necessarily confined to a small number, 
and the Committee were desirous of learning the views of this meeting 
which would be considered when they were arranging the programme 
for next meeting.

'
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Dr. Waters said it had struck him that, to a very large extent, 
the work of opening up the subjects and dealing with them had not 
been in the hands of our own men. lie did not mean to say this was 
the fault of the Committee. No doubt when Conventions were first 
held, it was necessary to depend very largely upou help from the other 
side of the lines ; but he thought the time had now come when they 
pould walk alyue. 11 is American friends, ho was sure, would not 
misunderstand him. lie would be always glad to see as many of them at 
our Conventions as could possibly dtituc, and he fully appreciated the value 
of their assistance ; but if we are to make these Conventions Canadian 
Conventions, and enlist the sympathy of our people and get them to 
talk about their own methods of doing their own work, we must call 
out our own men. As a simple matter of fact, their time to a very 
large extent had been occupied—profitably occupied he \fould say—in 
listening to addresses from their American brethren. Now, he looked 
around the Convention, au'd failed to find there many Canadian Sab­
bath School workers who would have instructed the Convention. An 
effort should be made to bring these men put, and to develope home 
talent, and have the benefit of the instructions of those who were doing 
our home work. (Cheers). „

A Delegate referred to the-great benefit they had derived from 
the counsel of the able men who attended the Conventions from the 
United States, and he hoped the Committee would in the future suc­
ceed in securing the assistance of these brethren at the Convention. 
(Cheers).'
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Mr. Thompson, Toronto, suggested that more time be given to 
the lay delegates to speak, lie had attended all the Convention?, and 
he found the majority of the speakers were ministers, thougn the 
majority of ministers did not atteru( Sabbath School at all.

Mr. ( J keen suggested, in regard to financial matters, that slips of 
paper be left in the seats, to receive the contributions of those who 
wished to give quietly.

Hon, Mr. Flint suggested the propriety of holding the Con veil 
tion four days instead of three, so as to give time for the discussion 
of the important questions that came before them. It might be well 
perhaps, as a general rule, to give one-third of the time to the lay 
delegates, one-third to the ministers, and the remaining third to our 
American brethren.

Mr. R. McLean, while holding out the hand of Christian fellow­
ship to the American brethren, hoped to see home talent more drawn 
out and utilized.

Rev. Mr. Taylor extended a cordial invitation to as largo a 
deputation from the Canadinn Convention, as could come to the next 
Annual Convention of the New York State Association, which will 
meet at Plattsburgh. (Cheers).
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ConventionAX80N eit<mded ‘ 8'milar invitation to, attend the Missouri of
th'

. ¥[' ,D' ®ct“N suggested that the number of subiects be 
diminished, so that thej could devote more time to them. In this
thTTere’hâreihtosTd had ^ bC dr°Ppeii’ for Wimt of time, before

Mr. Mackenzie, Hamilton, said it would save time if the Com­
mittee m sending out circulars for the next Convention, would inti­
mate how much money they needed and how much they expected from 
each school A great deal of time had been spent in taking up sub- 
scriphons which might by this menus have been saved.

Mr. Rowland, Loudon* asked how many delegates 
sent from each school.

,vl,nîtef,l,MVC"rrT'"’ë?SOi' ”id lhat would upon the
extent of the hospitality of the place where the Convention met, which 
could only be determined by the Local Committee.

til
Bf
th.

were to be

thi

\|CoA Deleuate suggested that each County Convention appoint a 
delegate from each township, to attend the Provincial Convention In 
this way they would gvt^y best

Mr. Paxson said that in the States they lmd found it a great 
advantage to meet in the morning of the first day instead of the after- 
noon, and in this way save half a day.

- corSo,T" 8u^06*d that ‘he Executive Committee 
correspond with he Secretary of each County Association, soliciting 
the names of parties in the County who were qualified to lake
subject in the Convention.

befrom each township.
thi

J

WHEN SHALL THE NEXT CONVENTION BE HELD?
r

ill

hF-ESsEE'EBEEin operation in July ; the Provincial Exhibition was held in Septem
„----ber’ ‘he first part of October interfered with the Courts, and in the

last part the mercantile community were off making their purchases 
So the Committee had agreed to leave it to the Executive Committee 
etouM be held “°“th °f Ootobcr “ which the Convention

Dr. Thornton said in the first week of October the Committee
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of his church (Presbyterian) met in connection with the opening of 
the College ; and he would be glad if the Committee could find it 
convenient to take some other week in October.

Mr. S. S. Martin said the Wesleyan Missionary Committee 
this week (second week in October) at Port Hope, and.next week the 
Baptists held their annual meeting at St. Catharines. He suggested 
that the time be changed from October to September.

Mr. Henderson, London, said business men were more busily 
occupied in September than October, and he moved that this Conven­
tion meet next year, as this, in the second week of October.

Dr. Waters seconded the motion.

Rev. Mr. Boyd suggested that the question be referred in the 
meantime to the County and Township Conventions, with the request 
that they report to the Committee. (No, No).

Bev. Mr. Smith, Galt, moved that the recommendation of the 
\ Committee be adopted

Mr. Martin moved in amendment that the Executive Committee 
be not limited to any month, but fix any time in the year they may 
think best.

These motions being put, the recommendation of the Committee 
Wtis adopted.
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COUNTY ORGANIZATION.
,)

I Rev. Mr. Briggs, from the Business Committee, reported the 
follpwing resolution, which was carried unanimously :—

That this Convention, highly approving of the work already don 
ill organizing County Sabbath School Conventions, hereby strongly

r
rccopimend and authorize the new Executive Committee to carry for­
ward) the work so well begun with still greater zeal and efficiency in 

any way they may deem best, by the employment of one agency or 
more, to act in concert with volunteer agencies.

t
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The Business Committee nominated the following Executive 
Committee for the year, and the nomination was unanimously sus­
tained by the Convention .—

Mr. 8. S. Martin,
“ Thos. Nixon,
“ 1). McLean,
“ J. G. Jlodgins,
“ C. A. Morse,
“ J..). Woodhousc,
“ B. Wilkes,
“ W. Gillespie,
“ G. Harcourt,
“ W. Saunders,
“ J. M. Den tun,
“ K. McLean,
“ A. I. Mackenzie,
“ —. Whipple,
“ 8. B. Scott,
“ W. J. McCalla,
“ W. Johnston,

Bcv. l< Joel Briggs,

Toronto.
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The Doxology was then sung, and the session closed.

/

Tiiird;da Y-AFTBrnoon session.

In the afternoon the Convention met in four different sections, as
follows

1. Superintendents' Section, in the Wesleyan Methodist church 
—Mr. W. Kennedy, Toronto, Chairman; Mr. A. j. McKenzie, 
Secretary.

2. Adult Class Teachers’ Section,.in the old Knox church—Rev. 
George Bell, Chairman; Rev. W. W. Smith, Secretary.

3. Intermediate Class Teachers’ Section, in the Town Hall—Mr. 
C. A. Morse, Chairman; Mr. J. L. Blaikie, Secretary.

4. Infant (’lass Teachers’ Section, in the New Connexion Meth­
odist church—Mr. G. Harcourt, Chairman; Rev. II. Johnston, 
Secretary.

3
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MASS MEETING OF TME CHILDREN.

A mass meeting of the Sunday School children of Galt was held 
,it 4 o'clock on Thursday afternoon, in Knox church. ' 
the church was reserved for the children, while the spectators occupied 
the galleries.

Rev. Joel Biuous presided 
singing the hymn 
offered up prayer

The body of

The meeting was opened by 
Battling for the Lord. ’ Rev. Mr. McAllister

Dr. IÏELMER was the first speaker. lie said—At one of the 
Railway Stations in Italy, a little boy entered a ear and took his seat. 
Presently a gentleman came up and asked him where he was going. 
•' To Florence,” said the boy. - Then you are in the right car,” said 
the gentleman. “ l know I am in the right ear,” the boy replied, 
‘-because it says so in this chart which has the King's name to it, and 
the King would not deceive a little boy.” My dear children, hère is 
a chart (taking up the Bible) which has the King’s name on it—a 
King who will not deceive little boys. In this chart it says, “ As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 8on of 
Man be lifted up." This King, whose name js on this chart, is in 
Jerusalem. lie has just been eating the last Supper with Ilis twelve 
disciples, and has gone into the garden to pray. Do you know how 
lie prayed ? He prayed with such agony of spirit that great drops of 
blood fell to the ground. But this good King could not be left there. 
A b;ynd of Roman soldiers with clubs in their hands came and took 
Him away, and brought Him before Pilate, and asked him to crucify 
Him. Pilate said, “What evil hath ITc done?” They cry out 
“ Crucify Him ! Crucify Him !” And Pilate gave Him up to his 
soldiers, who scourged this King, this blessed Saviour of ours. Did 
you ever think Why they scourged him ? He was scourged for 
»ur transgressions. They smote Him in the face, “ His face was 
marred more than the thee of any man.” They plaited a crown of 
thorns and put it on His head, and smote Him with a reed, and drove 
thorns into the brow and temple of our Saviour. “ He was bruised 
for our iniquities.” Then they buffeted Him and spit on His face, 
and made Him bear His own cross. He travels on slowly, tbe blood 
oozing from the woutids. “ He was wounded for our transgressions.” At 
length He falls under the top heavy weight of the cross, and thev 
made a man who was going that way bear the cross. Slowly the nro 
cession moves up that hill of Calvary. They nail Him to the cross 
™de f ‘‘ UP'„ “ Aa Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
was the Son of Man lilted up. Why did Jesus suffer this ? He had 
never done wrong ; He hid gohe about doing good ; His whole mission 
through life was to heal the sick, to raise the dead, to minister to the
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wants of those who were in need. It was for you and for me 
that He suffered. Will you accept Him ? That is all He requires 
lor what He has done. How ungrateful is every little girl and boy 
and every old gray-haired sinner, who will tioHeccpt Him. He died 
that you and 1 might not die. lie entered the grave and was raised 
again for our justification. Will you ace#ptr His salvation, which He 
freely offers, for He will take nothing of yours for it but your whole 
heart and service ? Will you take this chart which He has given you 
for your guidance ? Ilis name is written on it, He did not cotae to 
deceive you, but to save you. 
salvation.

Scl
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(iod grant that you may accept His to
the
theHymn “ Jesus the water of life will give," was sum* by the 

children. r J I v

Mr. Stephen Paxson -I have bden requested, dear scholars, to 
tell you about my first days in the Sunday School. I have consented 
to do this, m the hopes that my own case may serve to illustrate the 
character of Sunday School missionary work better than anything else 
I could say. I would rather talk of somebody else, but I have my 
text chosen for me, and will only give you facts, and facts are said to 
be God s arguments. So I am to talk to you a little while about 
myself. In curly life I had not the advantage of an education. Being 
an orphan, I was brought up by a stranger, and besides, was crippled 
and had a stoppage in my speech, so that I used to go by the name of 
“Stuttering Stephen.” I remember having been sent one day to what 
was termed a district school. I remember the old teacher, whom I 
understood they hired to teach because he couldn’t do anythin" else 
nor that cither for the matter of that. On the morning 1 was" there 
lie brought in a bundle of hazel switches, and piled them up in 
corner. I asked one of the boys what he was going to do with them 
He replied with a significant shake of the head, “ You'll find out 
before night.” (Laughter). That made the impediment in my 
speech worse than ever, and when I was called up to say my lesson I 
could say nothing at all. The old gentleman stumped his foot, and 
flourished a big switch that he had to hold with both hands over my 
head, but finding it of no use he wrote something on a slip of paper 
and said, “ Take that to the people with whom you live.” I found 
out afterwards that the message ran thus—" You had better learn this 
boy to talk before you send him to school ” That waç a very good 
excuse to keep me at home, and so I grew up without knowledge 
except what I gathered from the newspapers. From them I learnt 
A B Cs, and the boys who went to school taught me how to put them 
together, so that when I grew up I could make out to read a little. I 
managed after many years’ struggling, to overcome to some extent the 
impediment in my speech. About this time my little daughter said 
to me one Sabbath morning, “ Father, I want you to go with me to 
the Sunday School.” Now, if I had ever in my life heard of a Sunday
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School I had forgotten it, and I didn’t know what she meant. My 
impression is that, up to that time, I had never heard the term Sunday 
School in my life. A missionary of the American Sunday School 
Union had started a school in our neighborhood, and my little daughter 
had been taken into it, unknown to me, and had become deeply inter­
ested in the exercises of the school and wanted to bring hui father 
there also. I at first objected. I did not know anything about a 
Sunday School, never having had any religious instruction. But my 
daughter pleaded so earnestly, that I thought it my duty as a parent 
to take her to the school, intending then to return. When I got to 
the door I heard them singing. I love music, and I now heard for 
the first time in my life infant voices hymning praises to the Saviour. 
I was surprised that a child could sing a hymn ; 1 thought it was only 
grown folks could do that. Says my little daughter, “ Come in, they’re 
singing now, I know you will like it.” I went in and there I met the 
warm hearted superintendent, who took me by the hand and gave 

hearty welcome that did me good. “ What is this ? what do you do 
here ?” I asked, for I was as wild and as ignorant as an Indian in the 
forest. (Laughter). “ Why, this is a Sunday School.” “ Well, 
what do you do?” “We teach the children the Bible, and your little 
daughter among them, who is a smart little girl.” That did me good, 
too, (laughter), for I never heard anybody say that before. Well, he 
wanted me to teach, and urged me. 1 said, “ I cannot teach, I know 
nothing about it, but if there is any chance to learn anything here, 

count me in.” He gave my little daughter a book, and I 
found out that there was a chance to learn something. Next
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Sunday I went back ; and now for my first day in the Sunday School.
The superintendent had 100 scholars, and only three teachers. Much 
against my inclination he gave me the best class of boys he had, and 1 
soon found out that they knew more than I did, and that if the 
any teaching to be done they would have to do it 
turn away from them, when the youngest member of the class, whose \ 
name was John Wesley Knox, now a leading man in the State of 
Illinois, spoke up, “You teach us what you know, and we’ll teach you 
what we know.” (Cheers). “Well,” says I, “it's a bargain; I’ll 
go in on those terms, for I know you know more than I do.” So 1 
took my seat at the head of the class. Says I, “ What do you do, 
Wesley?” “We read a chapter.” “Very well,” says I, “just 
begin.” So the scholars read a chapter verse about, but whether or 
not they read it right 1 never knew from that day to this. Said I,
“ What next, Wesley ?” I mention these details to show you in what 
condition I was in when the Sunday School found me. Said Wesley,
“Now you must ask us some questions,” “What kind?” said I.
“ Questions from the Bible.” “ Well,” I said, “ I guess there aint no 
questions in this lesson ; are there, Wesley ?” (Laughter). “ Oh, yes, 
there are questions in all the lessons.” “ Well, Wesley, I cant't find 
any.” I could not think what in the world the boy wanted. While

re was 
I was about to

,1



I
100

1 was pondering over what I would do, Wesley said, “ Mr. Paxson, 
there are question books in the library.” “ Library !” said I, “what 
do you mean by a library ?” I never had had any use for a library, 
and so did not understand the term. Said he, “ That’s where the 
books arc kept,” pointing to a packing-case. So I went to the library, 
and said to the person there, “ I have got sonic boys here, and they 
want some things called question hooks, and they say you have got 
them. ' I got the question book and went back to the class ; but I 
couldn t lind the place. Said I, “ Wesley, 1 guess they must have 
given me the wrong lesson ; there’s nothing about our lesson here.” 
“Oh, no,' said he. “ let me see it." And he took the book, and 
showed me the lesson. The questions were simple, and Were answered 
by reading the text. Then 1 said

tell y

collec 
“ Bro

carrie

age.Boys, suppose we adjourn, and 
let us study the lesson for next Sunday and know something about it?” 
They agreed to do that
no, that is not all, said Wesley ; 111 have been learning some verses.” 
And that buy repeated to me twenty-five verses, which lie has never 
forgotten. I saw him not long since, and said to him, “ Brother Knox, 
do you remember those twenty five verses you repeated to me 30 years 
ago in the old log cabin ? “ Yes,” he said, “ and I can repeat them
to you now ; and he did so. But., to return to the school. When 
Wesley had said his versos, he said he wanted some tickets. “ Tickets !” 
said 1, “ what kind of things are they?” “Different kinds,” said 

y ; “ they arc in the library.” 1 went over to the library, and 
said, “Mr. Kirkpatrick, I have got a boy in that class who says he 
wants sonic tickets, and he sent me lor them 
“ How many do you want ?
I’ll take a handful or two.' 
them out by the handful.
“ 1 don't know

girls.
After

Well said I, “ that's all, aint it ? Oh
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Have you got them ?” 
“ Oh,” 1 said, “ I am uot particular ; 

(Laughter). “ Oh, but we don’t give 
How many verses did your boy say ?” 

Well, go back aud find out, and I’ll tell you then 
how many tickets you are entitled to.” 1 went back to my little 
teacher, and having found out the number of verses he had said, got 
him his tickets. These are a few incidents connected with my first 
day in the Sabbath School. I got a little book from that school ; I 
studied the lesson night and day, and my little daughter helped me. 
I learned from that book that I was a sinner in the sight of God ; and 
I sought and obtained a hope of eternal life 
school more than four weeks, till J confessed a hope in Christ. For 
four years I continued to teach that class. It then occurred to me 
that I might do something for the thousands of children outside of 
that school, who had not the advantage of blessed Sabbath School 
instruction. J went to work as a volunteer missionary, and started 
other schools. I1 in ally I was recommended to the American Sunday
School Union, and twenty years ago I received an appointment from 
that body. Ever since I have been engaged in this blessed work, 
trying to do what I could for the blessed Saviour

I I

1 had not been in that

]
I

bo taI have organized
new schools where none before existed, to the number of 1,314, and 
have gathered into them 70,000 scholars, with 11,000 teachers.
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Now I want to tell therie boys and girls about my Sunday School 
pony, called “ Robert Raikôa^’ Here is a picture of him ; and I will 
tell you how I got him. The-horse that I had been driving round 
with died, and I was not able to buy another. A clergyman in one of 
our churches in Illinois laid the matter before his congregation, and 
collected enough money to buy a horse. He gave it to me, and said, 
“Brother Paxson, take that and buy a horse, and call him “Robert 
Raikes.” That horse helped me to start 700 Sunday Schools. It 
carried me, while I was engaged in the work, upwards of 64,000 
miles, more than twice round the world. He lived to be 26 years of
age.

I want to say a few words before I sit down to these boys and 
girls. Mr. Raynolds visited the Penitentiary in Illinois the other day. 
After addressing the prisoners, of whom about 1,000 were present, he 
requested those to remain who wanted to have some conversation on 
religious matters. Four hundred of them remained. He asked them 
what was the first step that led them astray. They all answered, 
without a single exception, that the first step was bad company. Bad 
company leads to bad habits, and bad habits lead to ruin. A gentle­
man in Cincinnati said to me, “Forty years ago I knew a little boy, 
who while on his way to join some bad company, met a Sunday School 
teacher, and at his request went with him to the Sunday School. He 
there got in with good company, became a Sunday School teacher, 
grew up to manhood, was elected member of the Legislature, then of 
the Senate of Ohio, and then to bo Governor of Ohio.” Said the 
gentleman, “I was that little boy ; and to-day I rejoice that ever I 
met that teacher on Sunday, as that was the turning-point of my life, 
and I owe to that teacher a debt of gratitude which I never shall be 

Oh, then teachers be encouraged in your 
You are sowing the seed, the fruit of which eternity 

alone will fully develop. I could mention many [instances, in my own 
experience, of earnest Christians meeting me in the course of my travels, 
and calling to my mind that they once attended a Sunday School 
where I taught, and declaring to me how much they owe to the Sab­
bath School. May God bless all your teachers, and superintendents, 
and ministers, and may we all, united in.the bonds of love, continue 
our work in the Lord till we meet in His kingdom. (Cheers).

Hymn—“ A home in heaven,” was sung by the children.

Rev. T. W. Jeffery, of Milton,—I have listened with a great 
deal of pleasure to what has been said. In looking upon Cana­
dian Sabbath Schools, one defect occurs me, and that is, that 
the children of the poor are not sufficiently attended to. It is 
not only the respectable and refined class of society that should 
bo taught in the Sabbath School, but we should" endeavor to 
bring in the poor children from the lanes and by-ways of our 
cities to the school. This may be a difficult thing to do, hut
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among the destitute wo may win some of the richest trophies to 
our Lord Jesus Christ. I will give you an incident of my own 
experience. Some years ago I went to the great Exhibition in 
London. I always, wherever I am, try to do something for my 
Master, who has done so much for me. So when I was in London 
I visited one of the most notoriously wicked quarters, though I 
was warned that if I wont there my life was not safe, 1 went 
down, and, seeing a door open in one of the houses, I wont in. 
There was a largo room, and in it were some thirty people of all 
S' -es and ages, from an old woman of eighty down to a little girl 
of about seven. They were playing cards and dominoes and the 
like. They looked at mo but nobody spoke for some time. 
Presently an old woman that was sitting in the corner came 
towards mo and bid me good day. “ Good day, ladies and gen­
tlemen," said I. Ladies and gentlemen 1 Their faces seemed to 
brighten up at the idea, and they actually looked as if they 
wanted to be ladies and gentlemen. If you want to make people 
respectable, treat them as such. “ Who are you ?" said the old 

“ I am a Methodist preacher from Canada." “ A Metho­
dist preacher from Canada, ladies and gentlemen," said the old 
woman sarcastically. “ Can you preach ?" I told her 1 could. 
“ What text can you preach from ?" Any text if it is about 
Jesus. “ Well," said the old lady, “ ladies and gentlemen, here’s 
a gentleman came all the way from Canada to preach tous ladies 
and gentlemen, and now you fnust all keep quiet \>} and a satiri­
cal smile played upon the corners of her mouth. She had evi­
dently, at one time, moved in better society. She had a little 
black cutty pipe in her mouth, and asked me if I smoked. I 
never was more ashamed of it in my life than when I had to toll 
her that I occasionally indulged in that habit. (Laughter.) 
“ Perhaps you would like to smoke now ?" “ Oh ! no, thank you, 
I’ve had my smoke, I’d rqthcr not." The very thought of it 
almost sickened mo. “ Oh ! you don’t like to smoko, but you 
can preach from any text?" “ Yes." ‘ Now, ladies and gentle­
men," said the old lady, “ you must keep very quiet ; I am going 
to give this gentleman a text." And what do you think the text 
was ? I listened with the most intense expectation—

" Billy Bo|)(‘vp, lias Inst his slici 
He (loes'nt know where to find 
I.vt them alone, and they’ll conic 
And bring their tails behind them.''

woman.

th. |in,

(Laughter.) Of all texts in the world,did you over hear a text like 
that? These men would have broken my head for sixpence, and 
I had to preach from that text, or run the risk of a pummelling. 
I uttered (he prayer “ Lord help me." That prayer I felt was 
answered, and from that singular text 1 preached one of the best
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sermons I ever preached. I showed first who Billy Bopeep 
and sketched him step by stop from his infancy to mann
how that he once was innocent ; and then I sketched him losing 
his sheep, that is, his innocence. I made the application to 
themselves, pointing out how that step by stop, whiskey and rum, 
and vice, had robbed them of their innoccncy, and they did not 
know where to find it, and then I told them they could only find 
it in Christ Jesus. Then I came to the point, “ lot them alone.” 
1 told them Jesus in his great mercy would not let them alone, 
but had inspired mo to go down and toll them His glorious mes­
sage. I described Christ looking down from heaven, waiting to 
bless them, and that Ho was the only one that did not say, “ let 
them alone.” The audience became much affected ; the old lady 
took her pipe out of her mouth, and the story of Jesus brought 
tears to her eyes, and then I come to the last point, (ind showed 
how that none of their sins were forgotten ; that every wrong 
they had done, every vice they had committed, would rise up 
against them in judgment, and unless they were saved by Christ, 
would send them down to perdition. After I was done, a man 
came up to me, and said, 1 If you had only come nineteen years 

to tell us this, you would have saved
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me. Nineteen years 
ago I was a preacher of the gospel. One night after preaching 
I took some urandy, and was so ashamed of being drunk that I 

and went on from bad to

: 1 ' '11

Do you think Christworse.ran away
can save such a wretch as I am ?” Wo knelt down and prayed 
there, and I have since learned that man has gone homo to ever­
lasting life and blessedness. I mention this instance to show 
you that a great deal of good may be done among Urn low and 
destitute class of the people. There was a little boy onrb in Eng­
land whoso Master told him to guard a gate on his farm, and not 
open it for anybody. The Duke of Wellington came along, but 
in spite of all his persuasions, the boy would not open the gate, 
because his master had bid him keep it shut. At length the 
Duke look out a sovereign and hatgled it to the boy, saying, 
“ Take that and always do your duty as you have done to-day, 
and God Will bless you.” The boy ran homo with his sovereign, 
and told his mother ho had done what Bonaparte never could do, 
and got a sovereign for doing it, ho had stopped the Duke of 
Wellington, and ho had given him a sovereign for it. (Cheers.) 
Now, dear children, do your duty, and you will do a grander 
thing than Napoleon Bonaparte ever did. May God help you to 
do it.

k

dUng.

Hon. Bili.a Flint said lie was very sorry their good friend, 
Miss McPherson, was not able, on account of indisposition, to bo 
present to toll of the worksite was doing for poor children in 
London. In his Sunday School in Belleville, they were trying

4
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superintendents’ section

Met in the Wesleyan Methodist Church at 2 p.m. (Thursday) 
and was constituted will, praise and prayer. Mr. Kennedy 
loronto, presiding.
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wo earnestly suggest that the judgment of Teachers and other 
officers in conference should as far as possible bo respected, in 
order that the harmony of the Institution bo the more easily 
protected."

2nd. “ When would you remove children from one class to 
another, and by whom ?" was next considered, and was answered 
in substance as follows,—When it became necessary for the 
proper regulating of classes ; and the power to do so resides in 
the Superintendent, to bo exercised as far as possible in harmony 
with the Teachers concerned,

3rd. “ What is the best method of opening and closing the 
School ? Should Teachers take part?" Those questions as 
answered indicated the mind of the meeting to be,—That Teach­
ers should take part, and that scholars ought not to be asked. 
Opening and closing exercises should be short, not to exceed 

Reading of the Scripture lesson in concert, as 
also reciting the Lord’s prayer, was recommended.

4th. “ Is it desirable to have boys and girls in the same 
class ?” This question, without discussion, was answered in the 
negative by a majority vote.

5th. Also without discussion, it was on motion resolved,— 
“That this mooting request the Convention at its present moot­
ing to appoint a Committee to consider the question of securing 
a uniform system of lessons, for adoption by the Schools of 
Canada."

t Sec-
five minutes.

A. I. McKenzie,

.(lay) Secretary.
aedy,

REPORT OF SECTION ON ADULT CLASSES.

This Section assembled in Knox (old) church. In the 
absence of the appointed Convenor, Rev. Francis H. Marling, of 
Toronto, was appointed Chairman. After devotional opening 
exercises, Mr. I). McLean read to the mooting a letter written 
by Rev. Prof. McVicar, of Montreal, intended for the Conven­
tion, in which the writer detailed his method of teaching adults. 
A synopsis of this most valuable and instructive letter 
sented :—

I. Disadvantages.—It was taught in a church, without 
maps, charts or blackboard. Room too largo ; and not at all 
central as to location.

II. Attendance. — About 200, during almost the entire 
period under review—seven years. Of all ages, from 16 to 50,
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and from all classes of society. Always a large numbed of 
students. Attendance, as a rule, regular and punctual. Time, 
from 3 to 4 on Sabbath afternoons.

not tri 
must t 
appeal 
from hi111. Attractions.—The Professor says, “ I professed and 

studied to offer none, in the popular sense of the term. We had 
no chants, no instrumental music, no vestments, and usually the 
Psalms of David as our songs of praise..’
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IV. Method.—Opened punctually at 3, by singing and 
prayer. Lesson till 3.55. Then closed with Doxology and 
prayer. The word of God the text-book; and all portions of it 
frankly examined. Many questions asked by the teacher ; very 
often not expecting answers, or even waiting for them, but only 
using them to rivet attention, to expose ignorance, and to incul­
cate the lesson of Christian humility. He allowed members of 
his class to ask him questions, or send him written questions. 
Always aimed at the conversion and edification of souls ; and to 
these ends devoted himself to prayer, and the lucid exposition 
of God’s word.
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V. Course of Lessons. — The Professor says, “I have 
taught Christian doctrines as presented in our Catechism and 
Confession of Faith ; had a course in Apologetics, and road con­
secutively Historical, Prophetical and Practical portions of the 
word. Experience leads 
reading. My
closing this note I cannot but express my conviction that ignor­
ance and indolence on the part of teachers, leading to inadequate 
preparation for the work of their classes, are usually the great 
causes of failure. 1 attribute the largo and steady attendance 
in my class, under the blessing of God, to the care and labor 
which I have uniformly bestowed upon the preparation of lessons.'
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h me to pronounce in favor of consecutive 
reasons for this are too numerous to record. Ini

II
VI. Closing Remarks.—During his pastorate, about 100 

were received into the Church each year ; and the Bible Class 
was known to be the means of gathering not a few of those souls 
to the Saviour. Ho has known, too^of deep convictions, issuing 

, from the lessons onr portions of God’s Word which 
to superficial readers might seem barren and unprofitable ; thus 
strengthening his conviction that “All Scripture ik given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable Tor doctrine," etc. He made 
it a rule that all persons socking admission into the membership 
of the church, should,vfor a season at least, attend the Bible 
Class. The Professor adds, “ If at the Convention the question 
is asked, How can we secure the attendance of the larger 
scholars? My answer is, “Get more competent and earnest 
teachers; or let our present teachers devote ten times as much 
energy as heretofore to the study of their lessons. They must
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not trifle with the intellects nor the hearts of their pupils. There 
must bo the lucid exhibition of God's truth, as well as pointed 
appeals to the conscience. The Teacher must notn-equire more 
from his scholars than from himself.”

On the question of securing the presence and attention of 
the class, the experience of the Section was that the law of 
kindness'was the only effectual means ; to notice thorn when 
casually mot, visit them at their homes, etc. ; and in the class, 
not to demand or ask their attention, but secure it rather by 
saying somoting interesting to them.

On Methods of Teaching.—The uniform testimony was 
that the lecturing style was comparatively non-effective. In a 
class of moderate dimensions, question in turn every member. 
The form of questions may need varying ; it being necessary to 
simplify questions to some much more than to others. The use 
of maps and blackboard, or some substitute for the latter, was 
generally recommended. In very large classes the questioning 
becomes general, rather than individual. It was considered a 
mark of success to induce members to ask questions of the 
Teacher. Sometimes such questions and suggestions conveyed 
thoughts most valuable to the Teacher.

The Great Object was conversion and edification. Prayer 
meetings, conducted by members of the class alone, strongly 
recommended ; also to lot thorn know that the Teacher prays for 
each of them, and to ask their prayers. It was also found most 
beneficial to induce them to engage in Christian work.

W. W. Smith.
Secretary.
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intermediate class section.

A largo audience having assembled in the Town Hall, the 
Rev. Mr. Marling opened the meeting with prayer, after which 
tho Chairman delivered an appropriate address on “ The Duties 
and Responsibilities of Teachers not being confined to the Sab­
bath School Session,” but extending through the week; that 
during tho week they should visit tho parents of tho scholars, 
ascertain something of their habits, their fortunes or misfor­
tunes ; rejoice or sorrow with them ; advise, help and pray with 
them.

One teacher remarked that ho had lost very much, as a 
^ {cacher, by his not having visited his scholars at their homes, 
' and that ho had been made to feel this more deeply of late by 

When ho wont to see him ontho death of a boy in his class 
his dying bed, the boy was unable to speak, and soon after
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anS"°o th(° t0“chcr ™ ignorance ns to his state of mind

Rev. Ur. Brioos spoke of the groat good accomplished hr
visiting scholars at their homes, especially in times of sickness 
and distress and urged upon teachers Che importance of dis. 
charging faithfully this part of their work

The Hon. Billa Flint stated his experience some forty 
years ago in the way of carrying^ a thorough door to door 
visitation to be a very large permanent increase in the attend­
ance at the Sabbath School. He also urged upon Teachers that 
during the week and at all limes, whenever and wherever thov 
meet their scholars, that they should do so with a kindly roco». 
mtion thereby gaining their affections and making them the 
more-disposed to listen to, and to receive the truth ns it is in 

<• m l ^r- aj80 impressed upon the meeting the necessity
wittttersctLCheerU“‘ndp‘emnt ln th6ir
Jesus.

arising from tho rudeness and wildness of the boys, but these 
difficulties had to a large extent been overcome by humble 
persevering prayer and effort, and also by means of eye teaching 
as well as by ear teaching, but all pointing to Jesus, “ the Lamb 
01 0,0(1 Wao takoth away tho sins of the world."
«„iAnnth<!r fHcnd told how 1,0 ho hud gathered a Sabbath 
School by stopping a number of rude, rough, and untaught boys 
on tho street while at their play, and tolling them 
asking them to come to a 
the result was tho oshihll*

a story, then 
School, which they did, and

Dr. Helmeb, of Lockport, State of New York, gave a short 
but interesting account of tho work of God in his Sabbath School! 
lhey, like many others, observed tho first week of January as a 
week of prayer, and during that week last January, the scholars 
largely attended these meetings. During that time also, every one 
of them was spoken to privately on tho subject of his soul’s salva­
tion. God blessed tho means ; the Holy Spirit was poured out, 
many of the scholars wore hopefully converted, and many have ■ 
since connected themselves with the church as members.

Rev. Mr. Livingstone, Brantford, sought to impress upon 
his co-workers in tho Sabbath School the vastness of their 1 
responsibilities in view of the facts, 1st, that they have 
to answer to God for the souls of the children; and 2nd, that

■
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they know not whether their opportunities for dealing with their 
precious charges may end in a year, a month, a day, or an hour

Mr. .1. Stimson, St. George, stated that lie had been 
teaching for many years, and had had his joys and sorrows, 
his discouragements and difficulties connected with his work1 
but that his chief discouragement and difficulty had been the 
indifference and carelessness of parents, and he believed nothing 
would enable Teachers to overcome this, or logo on in spite of 
it, but hearts full of love to Christ and the souls of perishing 
sinners.

•f mind

hod by 
ickness 
of dia-

o door 
attend­
re that 
r they

m the 
t is in 
ccssity
'course

The President then called upon the Jiev. Mr. Taylor, of 
New York, to address the meeting. To the call he cheerfully 
responded, but stated that instead of addressing the general 
audience, he would direct his attention to the large number of 
boys who were in the room, and then requested them to read 
with him the passage in the Gospel of Luke, chapter xix. 1—10 
verses, which so beautifully relates Christ's conversation with 
Zacchous. Having drawn particular attention to the words ns 
hlcssùl words, viz., “This day hath salvation come to this house,” 
Mr. Taylor, in a rapid, lively, yet impressive manner, fixed in 
the minds and memories the hoys as the heads of the lesson_

1. Zaccheus in the tree.
2. The Saviour spoke.
3. Home.
4. Heart.
5. Guest.
fj. Guido.
7. Christ come to seek the lost.
8. Christ come to save the lost.
9. Christ come to make whole.
10. Christ come to cleanse.
11. Christ come to make holy.
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The great truths of the lesson were briefly enforced, and a 
hymn in which they arc concisely and beautifully epitomized, 
was sung by Mr. Taylor, in which the large class of boys heartily 
joined.

holars The meeting was then dismissed by the Rev. Mr. Roger 
pronouncing the benediction.

All which is respectfully submitted/-

Charles A. Morse,
Chairman.John L. Blaikie,

Secretary.

Galt, October 12, 1870.
their
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uponINFANT CLASS SECTION.
pray ci 
this orThe section of the Infant Class Teachers met according to 

appointment in the Methodist New Connexion Church.
The proceedings were opened with singing, reading of 

Scriptures, and prayer by the Convener, G. Harcourt, Esq., of 
St. James’ Sunday School, Toronto ; after which, thei\e being no 
matured plan for conducting the business, the meeting assumed 
the form of a Convention as to the manner of conducting Infant 
Classes.

N
I

most (

:
T

bringi
childr
KingdThe Chairman in presenting tho outlines of the method he 

has adopted in his own class of about 150 children at ages vary- 
ing from 4 to 8 years, gave a lesson on Little Sins, from the text, 
“ The little Foxes that spoil the vines,”—Solomon’s song, 2 chap. 
13 verse. In this lesson was set forth by the use of tho black­
board, by illustration and anecdote adapted to tho child’s mind, 
the following propositions.

A

T

li
1. What wo mean by little sins.
2. The evil influence of the little sins.
3. How to avoid committing these little sins.

■

Mr. Marshall, of Ayr, gave an account of how he conduct­
ed an Infant Class in the county and district, and spoke of the 
importance of punctuality, of receiving the children pleasantly and 
explaining to them the hymns which they loved so much to sing, 
and of loading the little ones directly to the Saviour.

R
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Rev. Mr. (Ireen, of London, thought that the children 
should bo taught the graces before and after meals, &c., little 

which would make 56 littlemorning and evening prayers, 
religious exercises for the child at home during tho week; and by 

touching incident illustrated the influence of such teaching 
upon ungodly homes.

The importance of having Infant Classes connected with all 
our Sabbath Schools was felt in tho very injunction of the 
Master, “Feed my Lambs.”

It was felt also that the Infant Class, should, as far as prac- 
room with suitable appliances for 

opening and closing of its own.
No model method of teaching was presented, and it was the 

conviction of the meeting that each Teacher should adopt the 
method most natural to himself, and by which lie could best 
infuse into the infant mind the whole fervor of his personal 
loving devotion 1o the Saviour.

It was found, however, as the result of experience, that it 
was very desirable to impress not many, but one Scripture truth

1ticable, have a separate 
teaching, and should have an
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the scholars during the hour, and that the hymns, the

prayer, the address, and all the exorcises should converge to 
this one truth'ding to

Infant Class Teachers wore recommended to secure and pre­
serve the attention of the children by variety of exercises, by the 
most careful preparation, by
with simplicity, by loving the little ones with all the heart.

The great end of Infant Class teaching was felt to be the 
bringing of the children directly to Him who has said, "Sutler little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
Kingdom of (rod.”

All of which is respectfully submitted,
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II. Johnston,
Secretary.

Those reports wore, on motion, unanimously adopted. 
Hymn—“ What shall the harvest be ?” was then sung

conduct- 
o of the 
tntly and 
i to Bing,

QUESTION DRAWER.

Rev. Mr. Taylor said he had been handed a communication 
from a lady, to the effect that she had a class of a dozen large 
girls, who persistently disregarded her wish that they should 
commit to memory passages of Scripture, and she wanted him 
to tell her what she was to do. He would advise her to devote 
a considerable portion of one particular Sabbath afternoon for an 
experiment, to repeating with them a few^ofscs of Scripture, not 
merely learning them by rote, but understanding the spirit of 
thorn. Do not teach your children to rçjpeat versos merely by 
rote ; but teach them the spirit of the versos, and show them 
what a grand thing it is to have the Scripture treasured up in 
their memory.

Rev. W. R. Parker and Mr. II. J. Clark wore appointed 
to answer the questions that had boon placed in the drawer. The 
following questions were, however, answered by Rev. Mr. Taylor, 
ho being specially requested by the questioners to do so :—

Question. What is to bo done with inefficient Superinten­
dents and Teachers ?

Answer. Try by every moans in your power to make them 
efficient by Teachers’ mootings, Sunday School Institutes, and 
Conventions, and similar means of training Teach
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(^. Would you advise the giving of pa port* to the seholara in 
preference to investing the money iu a library ?

A. As a general thing, I think Sunday School papers are 
better than ,a library. They are taken home and read by all, 
and oven by the neighbors, and thus in more de^itute localities 
the truth is brought home to those who otherwise would hear 
very little about it.

Q. What is the best way of taking up collections in the Sun­
day school ?

A. Of course every school will select the way best adapted to 
its own circumstances ; but 1 would say do not take up the col­
lection when the singing is going on, as some do to save time.

0. Please explain the Korean system of lessons ; and sav if 
you recommend it above any other.

A. It would be very invidious on my part to recommend as 
the best any of the systems of lessons. The National Scries, 
published in Chicago, is used by a great many Teachers, and in 
the columns of my own paper, I publish both it and the Korean, 
and Teachers take their choice.

Q. Is it advisable to promise prizes tor the committal of 
portions of Scripture to memory?

Q.
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A. 1 think it a good way to ruin the memory of our children, 
is overdone. J)o not undvr- A(Hour, hear). This sort of thing 

stand mo to condemn rewards. The doctrine of rewards and 
punishments is distinctly taught in the Bible, but he reasonable, 
and don’t ask your children to learn too many verses.
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Mr. Clark answered the following questions :—

Q. Should one who is not a member of the church be allowed 
to teach a class in the Sabbath School ?

A. Yes, in my judgment, lie should, I most emphatically 
think a Teacher should he a consistent person ; but if you cannot 
get such a porson, Iry no means refuse another who may not be 
a member of the courch. It may he the means of his conversion ; 
j have often found it so in my experience.

Q. What is the best way to obtain order in a class of refrac­
tory boys ? Do you not think that if the Superintendent would 
write a letter, or go personally to a refractory scholar, he would 
do more good ?

A. Yes ; and not only the Superintendent, but the Tortelier 
also. If a Teacher finds he has a scholar he cannot manage, I 
would say visit him at his homo, talk to him, and pray with 
with him, and in almost every case, with the blesifing of Cod, 
the boy will become a bright example to the class.
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Q, With a uniform series of lesson* for all denomination*, 
special doctrines, on which Christians differ, be taught ?
A. I do not believe in teaching special denominational doc­

trines in the Sabbath School. Let the children be taught Christ ; 
they vviil learn special doctrines soon enough.

Q. llovv much of our time in the Hah bath School should bo 
taken up in tinging ‘t

A. Just as much as you find profitable.
Q, Is the singing that violates a true taste an abomination 

to the L ird ?
A. The Lord looks upon the heart. The spirit in which 

sing is of lar more importance than the style.
(^. Is it in place to spend fifteen or twenty minutes in the 

Sabbath School in learning to sing tunes properly ?
A. I think not.

Would you recommend instrumental music in the Sab­
bath School ?

A. Yes. if you find it helps you in singing and increases the 
volume of devot"

(J. How can we make our Sunday School music a power for
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A. By making it harmonize with the lesson of the day. Let 
the music, be considered a part of the worship in the school, and 
let it have a bearing upon the lesson.

Q Should the collections taken up in the Sunday School he 
used to defray the expenses of the School '!

A. No ; most decidedly not. The Church should support the 
Sabbath School, and the children should understand that their 
offerings are devoted to the work of Christ.

Q. In one School in our Town a Teacher drew up a temper­
ance pledge, and got all of his scholars to sign it. Would you 
approve of this plan being generally adopted ?

A. Yes, if it is done will) wisdom and prudence. I think I 
know the instance referred to in this question. The Teacher 
first got the consent of the Superintendent, and that of tho

illowed

Uienlly
cannot

ersion ;

'rcfrac- 
would 

; would
parents of his scholars; and at the close of the School he asked 

| his class to remain a little while with him. They did so; he 
presented the pledge and they all signed it. I would say to 
every Sunday School teacher, ‘(Jo ami do likewise.''citcher

I Q. Is it advisable for strangers to address the Sabbath
School ?

if Hod, A. I think not.
8
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Q. What would you do with ft Christian man professing to 
servo God, whose services are very ranch needed in a rural com­
munity, and who possesses the requisite talents, yet refuses to 
take hold of the Sunday School work ?

A. If ho is doing no other Christian work, you can only talk 
to him and pray with him, and impress him with his imperative 
duty to work for Christ.

(j. What is the best way to get our scholars to our homes 
on a week evening, and to interest them there ?

•1

A. The best way to get them lo your homes is to invite 
them. It must bo left to each teacher's ingenuity to find means 
to interest them. A microscope or pictures might be made the 
means of interesting the children, and of directing their minds 
to the great Creator and to our blessed Saviour.

Q. Is there any intention of forming a Normal Institute for 
the training of Sabbath School Teachers in Canada ?

Rev. Mr. Marling said that Toronto intended to make a 
email beginning in that way this Fall. They were <£oing to hold 
a Sunday School Teachers’ Institute for a week which would bo 
conducted by Mr. Taylor. (Cheers.)■

/ Rev. Mr. Parker answered the following questions :—
Q. How should a Superintendent deal with insolent, disor­

derly lads of fourteen to sixteen years of age, who ignore the 
teacher’s authority ?

A. Say nothing to them disparaging of the teacher, but 
every thing you can in his favor consistent with truth. Then 
deal gently, lovingly, and prayerfully with the lads in private.

Q How can wo got parents, professing Christianity, inter­
ested in the Sabbath School ?

A. Parents who are members of churches should always feel 
an interest in the Sabbath School ; but unfortunately we find in 
all our churches difficult)’ in getting parents interested in the 
work. Bring the matter be loro thorn in the church ; get them 
out to occasional meetings to discuss Sabbath School subjects ; 
invite thorn to the Sabbath School with their children ; and let 
them see that while you love their children you are also anxious 
for their welfare.

Q. Would not a uniform system of lessons for all denomina­
tions make all schools union in principle instead of denomina­
tional ?

!

!

i

:

A. When the school is connected with the church, supported 
by the church, and taught by the members of the church, it 
aooms to mo it will bo to all intents and purposes a denomina­
tional school, whatever series of lessons might be used. I would
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rcjoico in that union which a uniform series of lessons would 
bring with it; for'without doubt such a system would tend to a 
closer union of all schools in principle.

Q. What catechism would you recommend to be used 
Union Sabbath School ?

A. The Bible, and the Bible only.
Q. Is it advisable for teachers to change classes, say every 

throe or six months ?
A. I think the custom of teachers occasionally changing 

classes just for one day is a good one. It gives diversity to the 
exercises, and may bo made beneficial to both scholars and 
teachers.

ly talk 
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Q. Would you advise scholars being received into the 

church upon profession of conversion ?
A. Yes, by all moans.
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Q. What is the best method of gaining the adherence of the 
young to the principle of total abstinence ?

A. I think the best way is to secure their adherence to the 
practice of total abstinence; and the best way to secure this is 
for parent^sand especially Sunday School teachers, to set the 
example.

ore the Q. What is the best way to manage an infant class, whore 
it is impracticable to have it in a separate room ?

A. Build a separate room with the least possible delay. 
What the little cot is to the nursery and the little high chair to 
the table, the separate room for the infant class is to the Sab­
bath School.

Then

Q. Should persons bo employed to teach in the Sabbath 
School who dance at balls and other fashionable assemblies ?

A. I answer, yes, when they can 
whom they taught on Sabbath to “ avoid the very appearance of 
evil," with them on the Monday evening to the fashionable 
assembly. Yes, when example shall have become loss potent 
than precept. Yes, when they can accomplish, in the modern 
dance, the glory of trod, as counselled in the last Psalm—“Praise 
the Lord with the dance.”

Q. IIow shall wo cause the Sabbath School to take its true 
position in the thoughts and heart of the church ?

A. By regarding it as part and parcel of the church, and 
by directing its training ami discipline to subserve the church’s 
work in the world.

There being still a number of questions unanswered, on 
motion they wore handed over to Rev. Mr. Taylor, with the
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request that he publish the answers in the “ Sunday School Work­
man." Mr. Taylor consented to do so, and ottered to send a copy 
of the paper containing the answers, to each Superintendent who 
would furnish him with his address.

On motion, a unanimous vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. 
Taylor for his generous offer.

1
but, i 
remit)

(,
how ?

I

ingiy
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ANSWERS AS REPORTED IN THE - WORKMAN " BY 
REV. ALFRED TAYLOR.

(
schooty How would you get the school to respond to the Superin­

tendent’s questions at the close of the school '(X }

DistriA. Train the children kindly and carefully to answer. They 
may he dull at first, hut will soon learn if the Superintendent has 
any tact. Stimulate them a little. Ask them to turn to passages 
in the Bible, illustrating what you are teaching, and let the first 
one who finds i< read. This is one of the best ways to break tho 
restraint which they at first feel,

1
with

(

Q. What is the best entertainment that can be provided for 
Sunday school children ?

A. Social, Scriptural, Musical. Anything but a “ fair,” with 
trumpery at fancy prices, grab-bag, post-office, and the usual 
accompaniments. A well-conducted pic-nie in season is good.

Q. What is the best method of raising money for the

We c;
1.

school ?
A. Let the church pay the bills of its school always, and 

provide liberal things. The church members ought to arrange 
for the religious teaching of their own children.

For mission schools, a>k somebody for the money. Those 
which are established by churches ought to be liberally supported 
by the churches which establish them.

Q, Is it advisable that a scholar should attend more than 
one school ?

A. No; never let him do it. There is no surer way of 
making him a Sunday school vagabond than to let him wander 
round from school to school. Cut off all library and pic-nic ■ 
privileges from him in every school but the one to which lie I 
belongs, and lie will cleave to that one, forsaking all others.

Q. Is it desirable for the minister or Superintendent to ■ 
open and close the school ?
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i Work- 

ent who

A. Lot the Superintendent open ; it is well for him to close, 
but, if the minister is present, ask him to make a few closing 
re murks.

(I Is it profitable to review lessons ? If so, how often and
to Mr.

A. Ten minutes by the Superintendent at the close will bo 
found profitable. A monthly or quarterly review is also exceed­
ingly valuable.

Q. Would you have the verses recited by the scholars in the 
same places where the clashes h

A. Yes; by all means. A part of the lesson, if they cannot 
learn the whole.

Q. What would you do in supplying the school with Sunday 
school papers ? Shall we give any, or all we can ?

A. Then- are so many--jhvende pap ws now published that 
there is no difficulty about, providing one for each Sunday. 
Distribute them without adtfng^the children to pav for them.

As to the Teachers, every <>\e of them ought to he supplied 
with the Suiuiny Si'hool HV/o/nm. There arc few indeed who 
cannot ullord the three cents a week which it costs.

(^. Shall we teach the children the alphabet in connection 
with Bible teaching in Sunday school ?

A. Yes, if they have not facilities for learning it elsewhere. 
We can teach them Scriptural truth with it :
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etc., etc., etc., all the way to Zedekiah.
t^.' How can we best secure the attendance of Teachers and 

scholars at public worship?
A. The Teachers are expected to go any-how. The minister 

who will bring bis preaching within reach of the children will 
have them also present at his church. Besides this, teach them 
that it is right to go, not merely to hear the preaching, but prin­
cipally to worship (iud.

Q. What is the best manner of marking the attendance in 
each class ?

A Let each Teacher have a good class-hook. Mark care­
fully and neatly at the beginning of the session, after any who 
are late have had time to come in.'

(^. lias the Superintendent power to dismiss a Teacher not 
doing his duty ?

A. See Constitution and By-laws. It is not well to give the 
Superintendent too arbitrary control in such matters, Ho may
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hii l diil plan,

lys, and 
arrange

Those
ipporled

ire than

way of 
wander 
pic-nic 

Inch he

ident to



1
118

make a mistake as to the performance of duty. Bear with the 
inefficient Teacher as long as you can, train him all you can, and 
when you can do nothing more with him, advise him to go.

Q. What is the object of Sabbath school statistics, and what 
is the best way of getting schools to give them ?

A. To find out as nearly as possible results of what we are 
doing and of what wo are leaving undone.

Messrs, Dan forth, of Albany, and E. Pay son Porter, of 
Chicago, can tell from experience what hard work it is to get 
them. Follow up each school closely with circulars, blanks, 
envelopes, and postage stamps. See last New York Convention 
Report (published by the Sunday School Workman, price 25 cents) 
for the result of Mr. Danforth's labors in this lino.

child

Sabb

Q. How shall a country Sunday school keep up the Teaehors’ 
meetings, especially in the winter ?

A. Have them so interesting as to compel the Teachers to 
come. Introduce the social element with the study, and you will 
find it a material help.

Q. What is the best way that we can distribute books so as 
to occupy little time ?

A. Quietly, at the dose of the school. The librarian, or his 
messengers, can carry them to the classes, or an orderly scholar 
from each class may bo sent to the library tor them. The 
Teacher can hand the books to his scholars in a very short time. 
Whoever carries the books should avoid wearing squeaky boots.

Q. Is it not the case that in nine cases out of ten the most 
ruly and troublesome boys in our schools arc children of 

Christian parents? How do you account for this ?
A. Hardly in such great proportion. Account for it when 

it is so, by the unfortunate fact that a great many otherwise 
good people have a habit of neglecting to train their children. 
Try to make the home training help the schoool training.

Q. What is the best plan to retain boys from fifteen to 
twenty in our Sabbath-schools?

A. Not by scolding them, or telling them that they are bad 
if they stay away, but by making the lessons and all the 
surroundings of the school so full of interest that they want to 
stay. Have classes of young gentlemen and young ladies 
together.

indis
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t Q. Whose business or duty is it to appoint teachers in a 
Sabbath-school ?

r A. The superintendent, with the approval and co-operation 
of the church authorities who take an interest in the welfare of 
the school. <

L
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Q. How can scholars bo induced to study their lessons ?
A. Show them what an interesting thing it is. To this end 

every teacher must have an experience of tho benefits of lesson 
study. Well-conducted teachers' meetings will help this.

Q. How would you distribute prizes to tho Sunday-school ?
A. Hard to answer in limited space. Make as litttlo fuss 

about, it as you can. Do not make too much of a show of the 
children who receive them. Avoid wounding tho feelings of 
those who receive no prizes.

Q. Is it desirable, and how can Sabbath-school teachers be 
induced to take part, in turn, in tho devotional 
Sabbath-school ?

A. Desirable for some who have a gift at it; but not indis­
criminately, or merely because one is a teacher. Ask courteously, 
and do not bore or tease a man out of all patience if he is con­
stitutionally unable to do it and declines.

Q. Is the use of reward-tickets and cards a benefit or an

exercises of the

injury ?
A. A benefit if judiciously used. A positive mischief if used 

indiscreetly.
Q. What is tho true relationship of the Sunday-school to the

church ?
A. A part of it. The church carrying tho Gospel to the 

juvenile portion of tho community. Helping, counselling, and 
strengthening each other.

Q. What is tho best plan for encouraging adult classes to 
attend regularly?

A. Make tho exorcises interesting. Remember that the 
members are not babes. Provide tho best of teaching. Sot them 
an example of regular attendance.

Q. What is tho value of the soul of a child ?
A. “ What shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? "
Q. A lady has a class of a dozen large girls, and is much 

grieved at their persistent disregard of her wishes that they 
should commit passages of Scripture to memory. What should < 
eho do ?

A. Avoid the parrot stylo of committal and recital. Teach 
them the truths of tho verses at the same time you are teaching 
them tho words. Instead of tolling them how much grieved you 
are at their not learning, tell them how delighted you will be if 
they learn.

Q. Are Sabbath-school picnics good ?

' z
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A. Yes, if you conduct them properly and do not 
them. Bo careful.

Q What is the host, way of getting at unconverted people 
in our churches to lead them to Christ?

A. (live them a hearty welcome, good accommodations, 
earnest preaching ; and kindly follow them up at their homes or 
wherever you can reach them.

Q. What would j 
and drives out some of its best workers.

A. Drive jealousy out with “the sword of the Spirit." 
business in a school.

overdo

His

do when jealousy creeps into a school

(E])h. vi. 17). It has no
(j. What is the advantage of reading in concert?
A. It promotes attention, clear enunciation, and general in

■ to

I poop
■ to th

tcrest.
What are the host ])lans for developing and fostering a 

benevolent and missionary spirit in our schools ?
A. Teach the children to give from principle. Let them 

earn what they give, rather than n<k parents and friends for 
pennies. The gifts will amount to more, and will be real benev­
olence. Avoid the spirit of competition in giving.

(I How shall we get Sunday-school teachers to attend County ■ 
Conventions?

A. Provide a rich hill of fare, of entertainment and instruc- I 
lion. Advertise liberally, so as to reach every teacher. Pulpit 1 

nuisance to the minister, ■

the',

I Tl,notices are poor things.
and very few people who hear them, remember them 

Q. Will you he kind enough to give 
Acts, second chapter, respecting the cloven tongues?

to denote gilt of speech. Jure, earnestness,

ey are a

explanation on I

A. Tunjue 
Cloven, the idea of various languages.

of'il
LETTER FROM MISS MACP11ERSON.

linn. Bn.i,A Flint said liv Fad received a letter from Miss 
Mncpherson, with the request that he would read it to ihe Con­
vention. lie would take this occasion In say that any person, 
who wished to adopt any of the orphans which Miss Mncpherson 
intended to bring out next summer, should address their letters 
to his care at Belleville, and they would lie forwarded to Miss 
Mncpherson Mr. Flint then road the letter, us follows
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)t overdo To my dear fellow-laborers among the little children:—Being 
prevented by a severe cold from being present at your farewell 
meeting, allow me to say it will be my joy and privilege to 
plead fervently, that the Lord Jesus, by llis Holy Spirit, may 

midst in mighty power, inciting every heart with

ed people

nodations, 
• homes or His wondrous love, causing the worldly and unsaved to say, 

i. Behold! how these Christians love one another 
mandaient have we from Him, that he who loveth Cod, love his 
brother also.” Go forth, beloved brothers, tilled with this con­
straining love, realising Paul's words, “ I can do all things 
through Christ strengthening me with the Psalmist, exclaim­
ing, “1 love the Lord, because he is my strength."

May 1 outrent your prayers when you have access at the 
throne of grace, that if spared in the providence of Cod to return 
to the old country, and gather in another 4IK) of our poor perish­
ing wanderers, who are orphans and friendless in the millioned 
people l city ; and that our Heavenly Father will please guide 
to the opening up of homes in Canada, whore these precious young 
immortals may bo trained for God, whilst learning to be honest 
and industrious

“This com-

a school

ic Spirit.

general bl­

istering a

Let them 
friends for 
real benev- May 1 bo permitted by our loving Father, to 

your London, and secure for you the 
In the meanwhile, may

meet you next year in 
prayers of God's people in our London 
the joy of the Lord be your strength.Mid County

Yours in Jc-ms
nd instruc- 
r. Pulpit 
3 minister,

Annie Macviierson

anation on
RFSOLUTIONS OF THANKS

arncstness,

Rev. G*:orgk Bell moved that the cordial thanks of this 
Convention be tendered to the Christian friends in Galt, who 
have so warmly welcomed the members of the Convention to 
their hearts and homes ; to the American brethren, who have 
ably aided in making the Convention successful ; to the Trustees 
of the churches who have opened their places of worship for 
our use ; to the Town Council of Galt, for the use of the Hall; 
and to the several Railway Companies, who have kindly granted 
a deduction in the rate of fares to delegates and visitors.

The resolution was seconded and carried unanimously.
Rev. Mr. Livingstone moved, seconded by Rev. J. McKil- 

lican, a vote of thanks to Prof. Maitland and his choir.—Carried.
Prof. Maitland briefly re tun • 1 thanks on behalf of him­

self and his choir.

• from Miss 
to the Con- 

in y person, 
Maepherson 
their letters 
ded to Miss
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RESULTS OF TIIE CONVENTION.

Rov. Geo. Bell said it had boon thoir usual practice to pre­
pare a series of resolutions, embodying the results of the delib­
erations of the Convention. On this occasion, however, it was 
thought better not to give a formal statement of the results in 
the shape of resolutions, but he was requested to give an infor­
mal expression to what ho conceived to be the results of the 
present Convention. The reports show a gratifying progress in 
the Sabbath School work generally. Considerable progress has 
been made in the work of county organization ; and this Con­
vention will give us a deep determination to go back to this 
work with great earnestness and energy. Another result of this 
Convention is a deeper impression of the absolute necessity of 
earnest, careful, and prayerful study of the lesson on the part of 
the teacher, to make him successful in his work. Also a deeper 
impression of the necessity of teachers’ meetings, and the great 
benefits resulting therefrom. A higher appreciation of the im. 
portance and value of an oversight of the scholars by the teachers 
during the week, as well at. in the class. I think at no former 
Convention has been more fully brought out the subject of the 
great responsibility of teachers in looking after their children 
during the week. The necessity of a better equipment of our 
Sabbath schools has been urged and discussed. There is a great 

^ for improvment in this respect, and wo should not forget 
responsibility to provide the necessary outfit and equipment 

for our Sabbath schools, and thus aid the work of the teacher. 
And wo have certainly received increased knowledge with 
regard to the rise and progress of the great Sabbath school work, 
with regard to the fact that teaching is an important part of the 
gospel means of grace, that it is apart of the church s work 
just as much as preaching. This great truth being recognized, 
the responsibility of the church to train up the young in Scrip­
tural truth is clearly established and enforced. Again,^ wo have 
all been impressed with the vast importance of infant clans 
instruction,—of taking the little ones before their hearts are 
hardened by contact with the world, and impressing their hearts 
with the love of Jesus. And lastly, for I have not time to go 
over all the subjects that have been discussed, wo have dis­
cussed and we have been impressed with the vast importance of 

N Sabbath school agency in building up the church of Christ, 
let me say in conclusion, that if wo go back to our work faith­
fully, there is no uncertainty as to the results. The results of 
faithful Sabbath school teaching are sure, and they are eternal.
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Mr. Maitland sang, “ Tell mo the old, old story.”
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FAREWELL ADDRESSES.

Rev. Mr. Christoph erson— The greatest difficulty under 
which I labor at present, is the shortness of the time to which 
I must confine myself in order to give my colleagues on this 
subject time to give utterance to the feelings of their hearts. It 
is not a pleasent thing to say farewell ; yet the time has now 
come for us to say farewell. In saying that word, I am reminded 
that there are two flections, so to speak, in this gathering, 
of them may be styled relatives of ours. It is one of th
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pleasing features of these Conventions, that in them nation 
meets nation to consult together upon the Sabbath school ques­
tion. (Cheers.) I feel like breaking in upon the formality of this 
meeting and. taking my brethren by the hand, salute New York, 
Connecticut, and Missouri in the person of their Sabbath school 
laborers. I feel that I can do it in the name of the Sabbath 
School Association of Ontario and Quebec. I need not remind 

brethren here to whom we are to say farewell, that wo have 
a very warm affection for the country from which they hail. Wo 
all wish that it may continue to prosper in all that is noble, wise 
and good. We have no desire for annexation in a political sense, 
but wo have as far as regards Christian fraternity and brother­
hood. (Cheers.) The entwining of their flags was not a mere 
form ; it was, I believe, an expression of unity in Christian work 
between Britain and America. Wo have, too, our dearly beloved 
mother country represented in this Convention. 1 do wish the 
honored lady who addressed us yesterday were present to-night, 
that I might express to her, on your part, the gratification wo 
all felt at having with us one who is engaged in such a blessed

Rev. Mr. Livingstone—Let mo tell our American friends 
something of our country. Wo have hero a combination of all 
nationalities ; and wo have a country larger than Europe. Wo 
have a great missionary work before us. It is to cover this 
country with Sunday Schools. If wo train up the children in 
the right way wTe need have no doubts as to the character of the 
men and women of our country. Wo are glad to receive aid 
from any country in this work, and wo full)' appreciate the 
value of the assistance of our American friends. In bidding 
them farewell, we do so with the hope that we shall see them 
at our anniversaries every year, and in greater number. (Cheers.)

Mr. R. McLean, Galt—I rise with feelings both of pleasure 
and pain—pleasure, at the success of this Convention ; pain at 
having to part from those who have within the last three days 
ministered so much to our edification and instruction. My friend 
Mr. Christophorson and myself, had the temerity last year at
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Belleville, to ask the Convention of Galt. I heard a delegate say 
today, that lie had come to the little town of Galt with fear and 
trembling, lest it would not lie able to extend its hospitality to 
so large a number of delegates as was expected. 1 hope that 
fear and trembling has now all vanished before the great success 
of this convention. 1 love little children, and I love the Sabbath 
School because it brings the children to Christ. There is on< 
motto in the llall where wo met tills morning which is to this 

Early religions culture, the nation s safety. Secular 
education is importunl, hut religions education, the training of 
the children to love Coil’s word ant}, to love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, alone can five that righteousness which cxalteth a 
nation'. With regard to tills Convention, allow me to say that 
all the Christian denominations In this lown worked lo make it 
a success. If any credit 6 tide, it is not due to one alone. If it 
would not he invidious I would name our excellent Mayor, who 
went into the work from the beginning with his whole heart. 
1 would also mention (lie Rditnyu of our local newspapers, who 
did everything in their power to milky the visit oft lie delegates 
pleasant and prolitnble. Also Mr. David Brown, who gave us 
much assistance. I am glad the Convention has succeeded so 
well, and when in the course of time il again comes to Call, it 
will find not a fmvn lull a city, able and willing to accommodate
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not merely a delegate Convention. Imt
Sabhuth School laborers of the country who can come. (Cheers).

Rev. II. CLAV Tiivmiiull—Mr. Chairman and members of 
this ConvcutioiT, I can only say that 1 have most heartily 
enjoyed every moment of time since I came over the Canada __ 
border. This was Hie first time I ever saw your delightful ■ P™°
country, and it wtls all new to me. Never before was I so near ^8 prise 
the North Pole, and never before did I receive such a warm ■ two i 
greeting. I spoke to you last night of the rise oi Sabbath ■ prw> 
Schools, saying very little of their progress. I shall be able to ■ expot 
speak on the latter 'branch of the subject, hereafter, much more ■ anion 
effectively, from the evidence I have seen of the progress of the ■ vilpst 
Sabbath School cause in this assembly. Let me say, too, that ■ of cm 
never before did I address a Sabbath School gathering, in the ■ <> tin
twelve years in which I have been specially engaged in this ■ the I 
work, where so large a portion of the whole audience repro- B pul a 
sen ted the most earnest, thoughtful and intelligent of the whole ■ 1 çur
Christian rmmmmity. And it was with no little diffidence that | 80,1111
1 attempted to speak to you last evening on a subject to winch P mysc 
I had given special attention for the last eight jeers, fooling | tnem 
that I was before an audience who would consider carefully and thou;
intelligently every utterance of mine on the subject. 1 can only 1
say, that henceforth Canadian Sunday School workers will be own
foremost in my thoughts in connection with this subject, and 1 6
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shall look this way hereafter with something of a homb feeling, 
and with the feeling that brethren whom 1 love in Christ, who 

one with mo in Him, are at work for the Master. The first 
speaker at these farewell exercises, speaking as a representative 
Canadian Christian, referred to your affection for our martyred 
President, I can >ay, as representing, I think, the true feeling 
of American Christians on this subject, that \^e have a no less 
sincere and hearty affection and reverence for your living sove­
reign. (Cheers.) Side by,side on my own home study mantel, 
jire card photographs of the President of the United States and 
the Queen of (Ireat Britain. And to-day 1 saw in one of your 
shop windows a hotter représentai ion of her whom we love ns 
the first among sovereigns and among ‘women, one who has 
shown how the highest and most exalted official position 
sistent with an exhibition of the noblest womanly and Christian 
virtues ; and I was only prevented making a purchase of the 

cture by being presented with it by a loyal subject of Queen 
ictoria. (Cheers.) It will be kept by me as precious, both in 

view of the character represented by the person there delineated 
and as a souvenir of this most delightful gathering. And here 
let mo say J speak with heartiness on this subject of personal 
sympathy which l have experienced since I came here, that no 
one else in this room, I suppose, can have. In my own personal 
history, I have experienced a depth of fooling on fins subject, an 
enjoyment of personal sympathy, that makes mo appreciate it. 
better than I could have done without such
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Lot mo speak of a single illustration out of this personal expo ri­

ll was on the 18th of July, lhGJ, that I was taken a 
prisoner of war before Fort Wagner, and carried with other 
prisoners to Charleston, and throw n into the comn on jail. After 
two days, being regarded as a spy, I was taken from my fellow- 
prisoners, placed in solitary confinement, and was in hourly 
expectation of death. Aficr a I ill le while I was admitted, not 
among their prisoners of-war, l-m thrown among a lot of the 
vilest criminals of the city, There were men who were boasting 
of cold-blooded murder, though wailing only a few da vs to be led 
to (lie gallows. There were those there who were indulging in 
the foulest speech and the most fearful blasphemy that 
polluted the lips of vile men. The very atmosphere was polluted. 
1 shrank from contact with those about me. 1 climbed into a 
solitary stono window, in the further cell upon which I huddled 
myself together, drawing mv knees up and resting my chin upon 
them to avoid the notice and violence of those about 
thought over the sad condition of my country at that time—it 
wills the week of the July riots in New York ; 1 thofiglit of my 
own comrades who wore captured wiih me, one of whom I loved 
better than life itself. J thought of my own regiment just out

I
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the fate of those Iof an engagement, and wondered what 
loved there. I thought of my loved ones at home, one of whom 
was on a death-bed when I last heard from them, and whose 
death I learned by the first letter that afterwards reached me. 
I thought of myself in that dreadful place, expecting to be led out 
t„ the callows. There was gloom and only gloom in my lot as 
it seemed just thSn. It seemed as if the walls were so close 

that I could not breathe. It seemed as if it would be 
to the gallows—anywhereabouj, mo

^^“fil.rrid cell. While 1 was thus 

huddled up in that window, filled with those reflections, I felt a 
touch on my shoulder ; I looked up and saw a bright face turned 
towards mine, and heard words of tenderness spoken to me.
« My friend, I guess you are hungry ; will you have some bread t 
He bad a loaf of nice white bread, and handed it to mo. I was 
hungry, but not for bread. 1 was being better fed by his look 
and hi's.words. Ho left the leaf on my knee saying I would need 
it by and by, and wont away. I was not as he had found me. 
The'walls seemed to have moved book ; the coiling to have been 
uplifted. 1 was not alone in the world, I had a friend near at 
hand • his heart beat with mine. I dropped from the window, 
and made my way to the man. “ Who are you ? said I. Oh . 
I am a Yankee prisoner." You may believe 1 took no less interest 
in hint on that account. He had not known at the time that 
1 was a Union soldier; but I found ho was a loving follower of 
Christ, and had boon a laborer in the Sabbath School. 1 found 
fellowship and sympathy with him that I shall never forget. 
And since that Christian sympathy from any brother goes home 
to my heart. And though 1 am not in prison now, 1 fool none 
tho loss grateful for the sympathy which you have shown me as 
fellow worker with you in a common cause, and hope to bo a 
fellow citizen of a common country which wo hope to inherit.—

.

\

II

R.

: ! after t 
for hii 
tho Cc

Farow
ather

teach i i 
for the

(Cheers).
Rev. Mr. Marling—Having been connected with the Execu­

tive Commit to almost over since those Conventions were held, I 
naturally shared the anxiety of those who had the getting up 
of this meeting. I am very thankful it has been so successful; 
and I leave it with tho feeling that Sabbath School Conventions 
can he, and with the determination to do all in my power to 
make thorn, much better than any of our previous Conventions, 
I hope our brethren who share in this success will assist us to 
make each succeeding Convention bettor than its predecessor. 
If some of those good friends, who sometimes give us the benefit 
of their criticism and occasional fault-finding, would only write 

Secretary before the Convention meets, making such 
to them, and especially giving tho 
Ihe country who will take a share
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of Iho work of the Convention, we will bo much obliged. Now, 
two or three words to Galt. One is, well done; and another is’ 
many thanks, from us who have been your guests ; another is good 
bye, and another is, God bless you. I have only one word more 
to say, and that is that we in Toronto—I think I make bold 
to speak on bobalf of the Sabbath school teachers and pastors, 
and members of the churches there — are very anxious’ 

■| to reciprocate the hospitality which wo have received on occa- 
I sions like this, and when your sons or yonr daughters come to 
I Toronto, as many of them do for business, for education, lor 
I travel, or for pleasure, do not forget to give them a letter of 
I introduction to some pastor, or Sabbath school Superintendent or 
I teacher, and remember this, that many of these letters of intro-
■ duction are not presented ; so when ^ou write them, write also
■ to the person to whom the letter is ah introduction, so that he 
I may look them up. And I would also say a word of invitation
■ on behalf of our Young Men's Christian Association. 1 do so
■ with the more pleasure because the Sabbath School Association 
1 and Young Men’s Christian Association each assist the other, and

■ both in their own department are doing a good work. You’will
■ find a Secretary there who gives his whole time to the work,
■ and is there to receive young men, coming as strangers to thé
■ city, and to direct them to proper boarding houses. You will
■ also find a committee to assist them in obtaining employment • 

and so on.
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Rev. C. Perrin, of Georgetown, said at that late hour and
■ after the speeches they had listened to, it would bo out of place
■ for him to make a speech. He had engaged in the exercises of
■ the Convention, and believed ho would go back to his work with
■ more earnestness and dovotedness from what ho had heard.
■ Farewell, brother workmen, we 

gather in
■ Master’s

go out to work for Jesus, to 
the children, so that they may shine as jewels in the 

crown. Wo hear a groat deal now-a-days of the neces- 
I sity of an educated soldiery. How much more the necessity of 
I those who are engaged in training the children for Jesus, of 

teaching them of Jesus and his love, being thoroughly prepared 
for the work ; for upoifirho proper training of our youth depends 
the welfare of our country.
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■ Mr. Green, of Lopdon, England, expressed the pleasure
■ he felt at being present at the Convention. Ho urged the im- 
I portance of every Christian doing something of missionary work.
J There was one feature in the Sabbath School work that lie
■ thought was not sufficiently recognized. That was that they
■ might all do some missionary work in connection with the Sab-

i■a
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bath School. Every Sabbath School might ho made a little nils. 
Sionary society to work in its own locality, llo suggeste the 
holding of meetings of parents alone to talk met the Sabbath 
School This ho considered might be made an important means 
of interesting parents in the school, and securing their co-open,, 
lion. There was Utile probability ol lus ever again being in 
Gall but be would never forget it while be continued to remem­
ber anything on earth. May grace, mercy am pence Irani God 
the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ through the power and 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, ho upon this Convention, nud upon 
all your ministers ami Sabbath School laborers, and ymiv pre­
cious children, to-night and forever. Amen.
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Mr. D. McLfan, Toronto—Farewell has been very lovingly 
American brethren and the mends 
those who have taken no part in 

listeners, and the word farewell goes

F
and affectionately said to 
in Galt, but there are other
tho Convention except as . . ,
to their hearts. It. may le that you may never mingle m such 
blessed, previous scenes as you have mingled in lo-iimhl. God 
forbid that it should he farewell, never to meet on lie blessed 
happy shore. 1 have something to say to you teacheis. and I 
will say it in four words—work, water, watch, wait XVork lev- 

earnest! y, prayerfully, sincerely ; wider the seed sown 
will, your tears ; watch 1er souls, watch with that intense yearn - 
ing earnestness that ought to characterize every laithlul cacher 
wait confide,Itly-God has promised ; the results are e Ham. II 

,„uld only irnsl God as wo I vast our ielluwsjiow easy a mat­
ter would our work become. Will you go from this Cot,vent.oa 
to trust God more ihtm ever you have done l,clore I Let us go 
back to our work thoroughly imbued with its s] ini. iaiowo!!, 
0li | may you all fare well in that upper, tin t brighter, that 
better land, whore we shall never say good bye, but where 

blessed, loving Jesus, we shall bo beyond the leach of

Ex
t
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with our 
“farewell."

Whether we form one
,ide" "»
same cause, all fighting under the same banner ol m-r gre# 
Cuiitain. And though when wo meet the banner of Gnat Bn- 
tain is entwined with the Stars and Stripes though we arc of 
different nalionallies, it is all the same work ; hand joins witb 
hand and heart with heart. When we meet we pray to the sum 
God for blessing, and as we separate to go back to our respect™ 
countries, wo ask that the directing power and love of the 
God, the same Holy Spirit, tfie saufo bloBsed Jesus, may follow 
us to protect ns and cheer ns in our walk. Here yam mvo an 
aggregation of almost every class under tho sun. X enh upon 
the other side of the border we have. Have wo not 1 arthiai.B,
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and Modes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia?”
not Jew and Grook, and African and Chinese ? And 

I shall wo not learn lessons from them all ? It cheers mo when I 
I hear you unite in that anthem—“ God save the Queen

1 see Victoria virtuous and happy upon her throne; and when I 
look at the lato leader oMiishions sneaking out at the hack door 

I of the Tuillorics, attended by only one servant, fighting her way 
I to retirement wherever she can find it, I reflect what is the dif- 
I ferenev between them. One is Queen of a Christian nation ; the 
I other is an ex-Em press of the least God-fearing nation amongst 
I the civilized nations of the earth. What is the difference to-day 
I between England and France ? England, the nation from which 
I wo receive our Christianity ; France, the nation, from the capi­

tal city of which, wo receive debauchery and licentiousness 
enough to corrupt every city and every town upon the American 
continent. Christianity upon the one hand ; infidelity upon the 
other. Let us learn a lesson from wherever wo can—from Eng­
land, from Franco, from the patient, enduring Chinese. We have 
them in our country ; they are skilful and patient in their work, 
and set our people a good example in several ways. They are 
very apt to learn, and I undbrstand some of them have become 
very creditable church members. Wo do not know yet the 
capabilities of the Chinese nation. We can use all these nations 
as object lessons, so to speak, and it is our duty as teachers to 
use every means in our power to impress truth upon the children 
wo are endeavoring to teach. Let us go on together. So far as 
religion is concerned our work is one. In the great work of 
teaching Jesus Christ and Him crucified, Him raised from the 
dead, Him glorified, Him sitting upon the throne, we are one, 
whether Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, or 
to whatever country we belong. The work of teaching the 
blessed gospel of Jesus to our children is all the same. Let us 
look for the greatest, largest, most glorious result. And my last 
word to you is this, be sure that the Christian teacher that goes 
to his work—whether it he in the class or in the pulpit or at the 
homo fireside—with a faithful heart and an earnest desire to serve 
his Master and to bring souls to Him, will have his reward. And 
when the work of this life is done, and ho goes down into the 
dark valley of the shadow of death, ho can sing with his last 
expiring breath—

Have wc

When

lovingly

.veil goes 
e in such 
r|it. God 
iv blessed

Work lov- 
eci l Si i w II 
iso y enro­
ll teacher;

iis y a mat- 
onvention 
Let us go 
Farewell ; 
[liter, that 
but where 
ic reach of

3 form one 
cing in the 
our great 
Great Bri-
i we are of 
joins with

ii the same 
• respective 
f i he same 
may follow 
nr have an

“ The soul that on Jesus hath lean’d for repose,
He will never, no never desert to his foes ;
That soul, though all hell shall endeavour to shake, 
He will never, no never, no never forsake."

vrily, upon 
Parthiai.B, Rev. Mr. Smith, Galt—Mr. Chairman and Christian friends 

one word in closing. A delegate said lorning,
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srawwsyfand do fee doonly thankful for this Convention. (Cheers). It 
and do lettuce, .> In hoar Mr. Taylor the other night ; and
when ho°doHeribed the oki’negreBB Lging in her lone.y eahin 

^e^bbaihMooîU'papoHTnî'^
the babbatn aoDf ^ I 1^ Sabbath gchool in our estimation.

tho thrilling addresses oi l1 athei 
have derived from 

the feelings of us all, 
to find so

agi

!

groat purpose
And we will not soon forget 
Paxson, and the instruction and pleasure 
all tho delegates. And 1 only express

3.E.» »... »«lKS,-‘5iï ,2"
been impossible to toll from tho tone of 

Congregational ists, 
or good sound Calvinistic 

feel that we are

for
a word to marcord, or

vailed. It would have 
the addresses whether the speakers 
Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists 
Prosbvterians The Convention has made usIl S" .b. .- srSiisesii
spirit^ (if devotion to if We have

“if, b^rsly forwnrTthf r,u,,o of Sabbath School, in Grit

r'FFSEEÏ forint;

Thu Convention then engaged in prayer, led hy Bov. Mr.

!
?

Deli
Gal

Bei

« Sto:

feri
.
I Ï

to f

Johnson.
All hail the power of Jesus’
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People I

o feel, 
i). It

is also, 
ach an 
Lion of 
ed the 
nation. 
Father 
d from

find so 
id from 
est dia- 
as pre- 
tone of 
malists, 
vinistic 
we are 
ogether 
he Galt 
only to

iis Con- 
ineetion 
i intelli- 
* deeper 
structcd 
ivention 
s in Galt 
country, 
work in 
Master,

1 now 
t like to 
ood bye, 
th in our 
vo many 
(Cheers)

Tho President—I have only to say that it has been a 
over this Convention, and Imattor of pleasure to me to preside

that it will bear fruit in Galt, which will bo seen, foram sure
many a long day to come. (Cheers

Tho Doxology was then sung ; Rev. Mr. Trumbull pro- 
Cod tho benediction, and the Convention adjourned, to moot 

again in London, in October, 1871.

NOTICE.
\

At tho prayer meeting in Knox Church, Galt, it was pro­
posed by Rev. J. Briggs, that one hour a week bo spent in prayer 
for tho success of tho next Provincial Association.

APPENDIX.

On the morning of Friday the 14th inst., a large number of the 
Delegates who had been attending the meetings of the Convention at 
Galt, were detained at Harrisburg station, for two hours, waiting tho 
arrival of the train for the West. The time was most profitably and 
pleasantly spent ; in fact the work of the Convention was continued on 
a small scale. A number of spirit stirring hymns were sung, prayer 
was offered, and practical, pointed addresses were delivered by the 
Rev. Mr. Bell, of Clifton, Father Paxson, from Missouri, and others.

Father Paxson also read the beautiful hymn. “ The Old, Old 
Story,” a few verses of which, only, arc usually sung, and these few, 
therefore, are all that many arc acquainted with. Tho hymn, as a 
whole, tells very beautifully the old, old story of a Saviour’s life, suf­
ferings, death and resurrection, and all present felt it profitable and 
pleasant to listen to it. x

After a short prayer, very suitable to the circumstances of those 
assembled, by Father Paxson, the meeting broke up, everyone seeming 
to feel that “ it was good to have been there.”

Rev. Mr.
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DELEGATES AND VISITORS

WHO ATTENDED THE

Seventh gi'oviuciat Sabbath Sellout tfonventien,
AT OALT, ONTARIO, 0CT01II*;it 11th, 12th, 13th, 1870.

HtNOMINATlON. O. ADDHB88.

Abcrncthy, J.........
Achison, W.............
Adamson, W ........
Alexander, Rev. T. 
Andrews, Rev. A.
Anderson, Mrs.....
Anderson, Miss A. 
Aull, Rev. J. M...

(New C. Methodist. Washington. 
.|Wesleyan Methodist, Canfield. 
.(Canada Presbyterian, Toronto.
. Canada Presbyterian, Warkworth.
. Wesleyan Methodist, Mt. Pleasant 
. | Wesley an Methodist, ! Princeton. 
.‘Presbyterian ....
.(Presbyterian...,

Ayr.
Brampton

Bay, W. E......
Bardwell, M...
Barclay, J.........
Barclay, Mrs. J 
Barron, Rev. J.
Barker, Rev. E 
Ballard, J. E...
Bastedo, Mrs. E.............. {Presbyterian
Barron, G......
Bennett, J. R................... .....
Beardsall, Rev. W. C......(Baptist
Belcher, II. M...
Bell, Rev. G.......
Bell, Mrs..............
Bellamy, C..........
Beers, Mrs............
Beecher, W. II...
Binsted, J............
Boyd, J................
Bond, Rev. S......
Bouschcar, R. J..
Boomer, Rev. Dr

United Brethren London. 
Eden Mills. 
Oakville. 
Oakville.

. Wesleyan Methodist,
. Presbyterian ...........
. Canada Presbyterian,
.’Canada Presbyterian, Gananoque
. Congregational .......
. Wesleyan Methodist

Fergus.
Hawkesville
Port Dalhousie.

Long Island. 
Ingersoll. 
Thamesford. 
Clifton.

(Canada Presbyterian, 
Reformed Church....

..... jCh. of England, ...
.... Church of Scotland 
....{Church of Scotland... Clifton.

..... Wesleyan Methodist, St. Mary’s.
Oakville.

.... Wesleyan Methodist, Toledo, Ont.

.......Congregational........... Toronto.

.......Canada Presbyterian,'Crosshill.

...... Wesleyan Methodist, Mt. Forest.

.......{Wesleyan Methodist, ; Washington.

.......{Church of England. Galt.

Presbyterian

MM
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1>, o. ADDRESS., V denomination.

B<Canada Presbyterian ! Toronto
Presbyterian..............  Morrisbank.
( 'ongregationnl ........! Brantford.
Wesleyan Methodist, Goderich. 
Primitive Methodist, Brantford. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Georgetown 
Primitive Methodist, Toronto. 
Primitive Methodist, Toronto.
Congregational ........ Caledon.
Canada Presbyterian Wroxetcr.

Garafraxa.

Blaikic, J. L...................
Blair, Jas........................
Blackaddcr, D....... ••••■
Blackstock, Rev. M. h
Blackwell, Miss E........
Briggs, Rev. J..............
Briggs, S. R...................
Briggs, Mrs...................
Brown, Bov. J..............
Brown, G........................
Brown, Rev. R............
Brown, Mrs..................
Burnett, R....................

Cameron, Rev. J.........
Carroll, C.......................
Carter, Miss..................
Campbell, Tlios.............
Christie, A....................
Clark, II. J...•-...........
Clark, Miss Alice....
Clarke, Rev. R...........
Clemens, G...................
Collins, J.....................
Cope, II. G...................
Coates, Mrs. T...;...
Cook, J. R...................
Craig, W.................
Crane, Rev. 3.............
Cranston, J..................
Crozier, C....................
Crosson, J....................
Crowder, Rev. F. J
Curry, G. N..............
Curry, W....................

Daugharty, Rev. G. A
Benton, J........................
Benny, Rev. H...........
Benny, Mrs...................
Bougan, J........................
Bougan, Mrs.................
Bouglass, Rev. J.........

1 Bi
Bi

* Bi
I>)m

Kc
Hr
El
El

I Congregational 
Congregational
Canada Presbyterian | Concstago

FaI Garafraxa.
Fi
FI i
FIClaremont.

Woodstock.
Brampton.

... Baptist...

... Baptist..

... Presbyter , ..
Wesleyan Methodist, l xbndge

.... Congregational ........  Toronto.

....; Congregational........ j Toronto.
.i Congregational .......... Toronto

Wesleyan Methodist,. Welland 
.... New Con. Methodist: Galt.
....I Bible Christian........ London.
.... Methodist Episcopal, Brantford.
”” Wesleyan Methodist, Prescott.

Baptist.........................  St. Catharines.
Baptist...........................  !';rt Hope.
Wesleyan Methodist,1 ilollin.
Presbyterian........... N. Dumfries.
Canada Presbyterian j 
Wesleyan Methodist, ! Weston.
Vnd. Brn. in Christ, j Sheffield.

Wolvcrton.

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

!l: Fr
Fr

Ga
Gi
Ga
GcI Gi
(Jo
Go
Go
Go
(ir
Gr
OrBaptist..........

Canada Presbyterian Ayr. Gr! Gr
Gr; Baptist....................... | St. George.

Canada Presbyterian Corinth.
Congregational...........Mton.
Congregational ....... Alton. .

; Canada Presbyterian i St. Catharines. 
.; Canada Presbyterian St. Catharines. 

Canada Presbyterian Uxbridge.

Gu
Gu

IB
IR
IlnI

Ï-

.
.

fci

■■
»
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DENOMINATION,

Douglass, Moses.. 
Drummond, 1\.. 
Dunbar, Rev. J...

* Durrani, M.........
Dyrc, Rev. W. It

Canada Presbyterian Elora.
Wesleyan Methodist, Koebuek. 
Canada Presbyterian Glen morris. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Winterbourne 
Wesleyan Methodist, St. George.

Presbyterian 
Primitive Methodist, Widder Station 
Church of England. Belleville.
('hurvli of England. ; Belleville.

Wesleyan Methodist, ; Toronto.

Wesleyan Methodist, ' Belleville.
Lock port, N. \ 

Wesleyan Methodist, j Wellington Sq 
Wesleyan Methodist, i Princeton. 
Canada Presbyterian j Barrie.
Canada Presbyterian , Strab 

Galt.
South Cayuga

Edmonson, Rev. J. B
Erb, A..........................
Elliot, C. II..................
Elliot, Mrs....................

Columbus

Faircloth, J. M.
Finch, Miss......
Flint, lion. 1$.. 
Flagler, Miss.. 
Freeman, J. W 
Freeman, Miss. 
Fraser, Rev. M. 
Fraser, Miss C.
Fraser, Mr......
Fry, Isaac........

Baptist

Presbyterian

Evan'l Association.

Gage, II......
Gage, Mrs.........
Garret, 8.............
Gcddcs, C. R.....
Gillespie, J.........
Goble, N. 1$......
Goble, J. G.........
Goble, Mrs.........
Goldsmith, ,J ....
Greenfield, J......
Griffith, Rev. T.
Graham, T.........
Graham, Mrs....
Grott, ,1...............
Green, Mr...........
Guthrie, R.........
Guthrie, Mrs....

Congregational 
Congregational
Wesleyan Methodist, 1 Smith's Falls 
United Brethren.
Church of England. Toronto.

Goble’s Corners 
< loble's Corners 
Goble’s Corners 
Brighton.

Barr, X. Y 
Barr, N. Y

Berlin

Baptist
Baptist
Baptist

Congregational
Primitive Methodist, Brantford. 
Wesleyan Methodist, | Wellington Sq 
Wesleyan Methodist, Wellington Square 
Wesleyan Methodist, Brantford.

London.

Ayr.

Toronto

Presbyterian.
Presbyterian,

Wesleyan Methodist, Vnionville. 
Canada Presbyterian | Claremont. 
Canada Presbyterian Motherwell,

I lager man, J 
Hall, Miss S.. 
Hamilton, li..
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:
'

Lugs.

Clifton.
Lrtckport, N. Y. 
Lockport, N. Y. 
Lockport, N. Y 
Wicklow

Presbyterian.
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian
Baptist........
New Con. Methodist, Copetowu. 
Primitive Methodist, : Toronto.

Ttfttmto. 
St, George

Henderson, Miss 
Hclmer, Jos.... 
Helmcr, Miss... 
Ilclincr, J. H ... 
Hinman, G. I*• 
lliston, Rev. .1. 
llughan. Rev.

Hume, Rev. R.......

inglis, A..................
lnglis, Miss J.........
Irwin, S. P..............

Janes, R. A..........
Janes, Mrs...........
Jardine, R. G........
Jeffery, Rev. J.A
Jeffery, Mb..........
Jennings, Mrs......
Jones, Judge 8. J
Jones, Rev. S........
Jones, J..................
Jolmson, A............
Johnston, Rev. 11

Ham, lb W........
Kay, W................
Kennedy, W........
Kennedy, I)........
Kempster, C........
Keclc, J 
Keeper,
Kitcbie, A........
Kirk, D..............
Kirk, Tlios......
King, W.:........
Killman, R. G 

)Krapp, Rev. S.

Laird, J G. ••
Laing, Jas......
Lecming, H. B

?

S
Congregational
Presbyterian...

Mrs. (
I Marti

Mar si

Manl; 
Marti 
Marti 
Mars!

Macd

Presbyterian 
Presbyterian
Now Con. Methodist Aurora. 

Wesleyan Methodist, ! Ingersoll
Wesleyan Methodist, Ingersoll
Presbyterian..............I St, Catharines

Wesleyan Methodist, i Malton. 
Wesleyan Methodist, I Malton.

.....................j Mal ton.
Wesleyan Methodist, Brantford 

liurch of England. Belleville. 

Baptist...
Wesleyan
Wesleyan Methodist

f
!

h I:

Meik( ............ I Toronto.
Methodist, ! Willowdale 

Toronto.

Meik: 
Mille 
Milia 

. Mills 
I Morn 
I Morti 

Mortd 
Morsi 
Morr 
Moor

■ Muir 
I Muir 
I Mulh 
I Mulli 
I Murr

Woodstock.
Kincardine.Baptist........................

Canada Presbyterian 
Wesleyan Methodist, j Toronto.
Canada Presbyterian ; Guelph.
New Con. Methodist llamiltot;. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Omamcc 
Wesleyan Methodist,, Brantford.
Presbyterian....... ....I G»B-
Wesleyan Methodist, ! Ktrkton.
Congregational ........ Newmarket.
Presbyterian.............. ! uxt,°"I) „
Canada Presbyterian , North I clbam. 
Evan’l Association... Caropdin^

Wesleyan Methodist, Fergus.::::: .... ***?"£■.......  Congregational ........ 1 Brantford.

(

Rev. B. B

McA.
McCi
McC:

\3

m, -

■
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DENOMINATION. 0. ADDRESS.

Wesleyan Methodist, Clifton. 
Wesleyan Methodist, j Burford. 
Canada Presbyterian j Leaskdale. 
Canada Presbyterian I New Aberdeen 
Canada Presbyterian ! Brampton. 
Methodist Episcopal, Brantford. 
Canada Presbyterian ; St. (ieorge. 
Baptist.

Lewis, Mrs............
Lewis, D.................
Leask, Jas............
Linton, Miss M..
Linton, J ................
Livingstone, J. A 
Loriuier, J. A.... 
Lugsdin, J............ Toronto

New Con. Methodist, llespeller 
Congregational 
Congregational 
Presbyterian ..
Church of England. ; Chippawa 
Congregational 
Baptist..............

Martin, G....................
Macalluni, Rev. D... 
Marling, Rev. E. II.
Marshall. P.................
Maclcm, O...................
Manly, Rev. J. (}....
Martin, Miss G......
Martin, C..................
Marshall, Mrs. II...
Martin, S. S.............
Macdonald, J. K......
Melvin, W................
Meyer, Rov. F. F...
Meikle, Rev. W.......
Meikle, Mrs.............
Miller, W...................
Millard, Rev. W....
Mills, J. II.................
Morrow, Rev. K......
Morton, A...................
Morton, Miss J........
Morse, 0. A.............
Morris, A..................
Moore, J. 1).............
Monroe, Rev. A......
Muir, Rev. J. B......
Muir, Rev. M...........
Mullan, Rev. J. B..
Mullan, Mrs..............
Murray, Miss S......

McAllister, Rev. J
McCalla, W J.......
McCalla, Mrs..........

Vn ion ville
Toronto.
\yv

Toronto
Goble’s Corners 

Wesleyan Methodist, j Belleville. 
........................................ Stratford.
Wesleyan Methodist, Toronto. 
Canada Presbyterian J Toronto. 
Wesleyan Methodist, j Norval. 
Evan’l Association... St. Jacob’s 
Canada Presbyterian j Oakville. 
Canada Presbyterian ; Oakville. 
Presbyterian 
Baptist.........
Methodist Episcopal, I London. 
Wesleyan Methodist. | Princeton 
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian
Baptist..........
Church of England. j Montreal. 
Presbyterian 
Canada Presbyterian j Morriston. 
Church of England, j Galt 
Baptist
Church of England. I Holbrook 
Church of England. Holbrook 
Canada Presbyterian Strabane.

Galt
T oronto.

j Ayr.
I Ayr.
I Toronto

/
North Dumfries.

Toronto

Lyndcn.
St. Catharines. 
St. Catharines.

New Con. Methodist
Prebsyterian..............
Canada Presbyterian

1
137
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Montreal.. Presbyterian 
. Methodist Episcopal, | Ingersoll.

Baptist ........................; Sparta.
. Canada Presbyterian j Glenallan.
. Wesleyan Methodist, i Campbell’s Cross

Congregational..........1 Montreal.
. Presbyterian...............I Widdcr Station

, Presbyterian........ ....'Norwich.
Canada Presbyterian j Hamilton 
Canada Presbyterian j Galt.
Primitive Methodist Toronto,
Canada Presbyterian ■ Strabanc.
Presbyterian............... Ingcrsoll.

,. Canada Presbyterian « Toronto.
Presbyterian............... j -

J Presbyterian...............

Phelps, < 
Phelps, ^

I Pickard,
! Porte, M 
i Porter, J

I Pratt,’C

McDougall, J ..........
McDonald, Miss.... 
McDonald, Rev. A. 
McGuire, ltev. T...
McKinney, G..........
McKillican, Rev. J
McKinnon, Mr.......
McKee, Mr. 
McKenzie,
McLean, R..,............
McLean, D...............
McLean, Rev. A.......
Me Leash, Miss.........
McMurrich, lion. J
McPhail, A.................
McTavish, Rev. J..

Raymcr, 
Rateliffc, 
Rennie, 
Reid, P. 
Rcnnilsoi 
Read, M 
Richards 
Richards 
Riddell,. 
Roger, R 
Roger, I! 
Robb, M

WM Ross, Mr 
I Rowe, R 
I Rowland. 
Robcrtsoi 
Bussell,

A. I

North Dumfries

Patterson,Ness, .1.....................
Nixon, T...................
Nichol, G G...........
Nicholson, .1...........
Norris, Arthur.. .
Norris, Mrs..............
Norton, Rev. R.... 
Northrop. C..........

Oliver, W...............
Omla, 1>.................
O’mcara, Rev. Dr.

Wesleyan Methodist, | Toronto.
New Presbyterian... North Dumfries. 
Primitive Methodist, j Hamilton.
Primitive Methodist, ! Campbell s Cross 
Primitive Methodist, | Campbell’s Cross. ■ 

St. Catharines. I 
Musselburgh.

Presbyterian, 
Baptist..........

Canada Presbyterian Ayr.
New Con. Methodist I Galt. 
Church of England. Port Hope. Salisbury 

jackville 
Sackville 
iackville 
iherk, A 

■Shepherd 
^■if'ton, ,1 
■ ipiiri'll, 
^Binions, '

Baptist ........................ Galt.
Methodist Episcopal St. Louis, Mo.

Paris.
North Dumfries. 
Almonte. 
Almonte.

Page, T. O...............
Paxson, Stephen....
Patton, Rev. G.......
Paterson, D............
Paterson. W........
Paterson, Miss E
Parker, W. R........
1 hit ton, W. W ....
Pettigrew, R.........

Rev. C....

Baptist...........
Presbyterian.,
Presbyterian,.
Presbyterian.
Wesleyan Methodist, Brantford.

Paris. 
Rathe.

limons, . 
limons,}

Imith, A 

Imith, I 
Imith, R

Baptist..........
Presbyterian
Baptist.........
Baptist.........

(ivurgetown. 
Round Plains 

Wesleyan Methodist, j Branchton. 
Baptist.......................... Montreal.

Pegg, W........................
Peregriine, D..............
Pearson, Rev. R. W.

/

—
...

—

fi-
:
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L Wesleyan Methodist, 
Wesleyan Methodist,
Baptist.........................
Wesleyan Methodist, 
Canada Presbyterian 
Canada Presbyterian 
Baptist..........................

Brantford Town'p. 
Mt. Pleasant. 
Hornby.
Piéton.
Brampton.
Brampton.
London.

■ Phelps, C......................
■ Phelps, W......................
■ Pickard, Rev. R..........
H Porte, W. J.................
■ Porter, J.........................
■ Porter, Mrs...............
■ Pratt, C.........................

■ Jiaymer, .1......................
■Eateliffc, J...................
■ llcnni'1. I*......................
■lieid, P..........................
■llcnnilson, ,1.................
■Bead, Mrs. R...............
■Richardson, Rev. W..
^■Richardson, Mrs.......
^■Riddell, A......................
■loger, Rev. K. B.......
■ Roger, Rev. W. M....
■ Robb, Miss...................
■ [loss, Rcv.,W. W....
■ Ross, Mrs......................
■ Rowe, Rev. W............
■ Rowland, A.................
■ Robertson, Jas............
■ Russell, W...................

^Salisbury, F.................
■jack ville, Win. Senr. 
^Kackville, Jas. Junr..
■ lack ville, W.................
■ llicrk, A. B.................
I Shepherd, W. W.......
I lifton, ,1. W.................
■ lipprell, E. M............
■ limons, T. M...............
■ imons, Mrs.................
■ imons, Miss.................
JjHmith, R..................
^Bmith, W. M...............
Hmith, R. J.................
^Bmitli, Rev. W. W....

1.

ill’s Cross,
al.

Station.

New Morionitv , Bnîgrovc. 
Canada Presbyterian Columbus. 
Canada Presbyterian Fergus. 
.......................................... Vent nor.

o.

R. Presbyterian.
Presbyterian.
Presbytceian.
Presbyterian.

North Dumfries. 
London.

Dumfries. Tilsoriburg.
Tilsonburg.
Shakspeurc

Church of Scotland. Leith. 
Canada Presbyterian Petrolia. 
Canada Presbyterian Brampton 
Wesleyan Methodist, Toronto. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Toronto. 
Primitive Methodist, ! Toronto. 
Baptist

1 himfrica.

jell's Cross, 
icll’s Cross, 
tharincs. 
lburgh.

London. 
Canada Presbyterian ' Strabauc 
Canada Presbyterian, (iuelpli. 
Baptist Coble's Corners

Presbyterian,. 
Baptist...........

Brantford.
Bi'wdlcy. 
Bewdlcy, 
Bewdley. 
Freeport. 

Wesleyan Methodist, Plattsvillc 
Wesleyan Methodist, P 
Baptist 
Church of England. Galt. 
Church of England. ! Galt. 
Church of England. Galt. 
Canada Presbyterian Brampton 
Canada Presbyterian Brampton
Baptist..............
Congregational

ouis, Mo. Baptist...................
United Brethren

1 himfrics.
nte
ntc Wolvcrton.

id Plains, 

treal.
Elora.
Pinegrove V I
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Canada Presbyterian Galt. 
Wesleyan Methodist, Eglington 
Canada Presbyterian Ingersoll. 
Wesleyan Methodist, ! Ingersoll.
Presbyterian............... I Galt.
Evan’l Association.. I Chippawa 
Wesleyan Methodist, | Kirkton.
Presbyterian............... i G ran ton
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian 
Wesleyan Methodist, Toronto 
Wesleyan Methodist, j Norval. 
Wesleyan Methodist.1 Norval. 

Wesleyan Methodist, \ Toronto 
Primitive Methodist, Toronto

Smith, Rev. J. K...
Snider, Miss E.........
Straith, Rev. J.........
Stinson, G. G............
Stone, II... •
Stenegal, C,.
Stringfello.w 
Stewart, A
Still, .1.......
Stcnnctt, Miss...................
Sunto, Miss E...................
Sutherland. M. B..........
Speers, Mrs. A................
Speers, W........................
Sutherland, Miss.........
Swift, Rev. J. lv.........

Taylor, Rev. A..............
Taylor, Miss .................
Thomas, II......................
Thomas, Miss S............
Thompson, W...............
Thompson, S.................
Thompson, A...............
Thompson, Thos..........
Thomson, J A.............
Thornton, Rev. Dr....
Thorrington, J.............
Trumbull, Rev. II. ( 
Turnbull, J. A............

Unsworth, Rev. J . 

Van Buren, II...........

Watt, W.......................
Wagg, Coleman.........
Walker, Robert........
Walker, W.......:..........
Wallace, Hugh..........
Waters, Rev. Dr.... 
Wilkie, T. J..............
Williams, W...............
Williams, Rev W...

Lot, T. I
Lot, Mrs 
ikson, S... 
Ionian, J. 
bd, Rev. J 
bds, Jas... 
bdward, J 
Llvertou, C 
feht, Miss

Camilla.
; Brampton 
t Ayr. Inans, C. 1 

pans, Re-

N.B.-T1 
I others a 
fcntly they 
pit to do 
h in spelli

I New York. 
New York.

Presbyterian.
Prerbyterian............... ,

; Primitive Methodist, j Humber.
I Primitive Methodist, I Brantford. 

Wesleyan Methodist, I Washington. 
I New Con. Methodist, j Corinth.

1 London.

Ii

i
.......I Presbyterian................
.......I Primitive Methodist, j Toronto.
....i Presbyterian............... ! Erin.
....... | Presbyterian.................. Oshawa.
....... Presbyterian............... j Tiverton.

Hartford, Conn 
Bonsfort.

/

Baptist................

Congregational

Presbyterian...

Georgetown. 

Chicago, U. M

Canada Presbyterian Brantford
Methodist.................. Freeport.

j Primitive Methodist I Toronto.
Presbyterian...............I Ayr.

J primitive Methodist, j Toronto.
| Canada Presbyterian j St. Mary 

Toronto. 
Toronto.

!

Congregational 
Congregational
New Con. Methodist | Toronto

*/

ti
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t. ,i Wesleyan Methodist, Milton.
.1 Wesleyan Methodist, Milton.

j York ville.
. Evan'l Association... | St. Jacob’s 
. Congregational 
. Church of England. ! Galt.
. United Brethren....1 W. Montrose
. Baptist.........
. Presbyterian

.! Wesleyan Methodist, | Galt 
Presbyterian

jlmot, T. II.........
Imot, Mrs. J. B.
kkson, S................
leman, J. L........
bd, Rev. J...........
pels, Jas................
bdward, J. M... 
blvertou, C. E... 
bht, Miss M.......

mans, C. W. ... 
n Rev. G...

ington.

crsoll.
t. Brantford.
ippawa.

umpton.

Grimsby. 
Clyde.. ai

ironto.
ironto.

Winterbourne

IN.B.—1The above list is taken from the entry-books at thejConven- 
I others attended who did register their names at the time, con- 
fen tly they do not appear here. In many eases it has been found 
jult to decypher the signatures ; it is hoped, therefore, that any 
b in spelling them will be excused.

umber.
rnntford.
Washington.
orinth.
ondon.
oronto.

ishawa. 
'iverton. 
lartford, Coed 
lonsfort. (
leorgetown. 

Jhicago, U. M

Itrantford.
Freeport
1'oronto.

Toronto. 
St. Mary's 
Toronto. 
Toronto. 
Toronto.



;;

ADVERTISEMENTS.

DUDLEY & BURNS,
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL Th!

Stock o

HOOK & JOB PRINTERS, SO!
VICTORIA HALL, MELINDA ST. kept foi

thei

of from 
to a Bp<

ENTRANCE FROM KING STREET, NO. 11.

umo
B. & B. having romovod their office to the Victoria Hall, 

and added largely to their stock, are prepared to execute every 
description of

S'

BOOK & JOB PRINTING,
M In a manner unsurpassed by any ofliee in Canada.1

Bill Heads, The fol

Cards,
Letter-heads,

Labels,
Hand-bills,

The
The
The
ThePosters,

Law Forms,
Appeal Books, 

&c., &c., &c,

The
The

Catali
gQF Particular attention given to Printing in Colors.

Orders from friends in the country will receive prompt 
attention.

Nov.

£
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UPPER CANADA

®wwt and foolt focittn.
rT^HE undersigned desires to firaw the attention of Ministers and Sunday 

I School Superintendents and Teachers to the extensive and varied
Stock of

®®»| SUNDAY SOHOOl MBBABIHS,
kept for sale by the Society, at its Depository ; noting more especially 
of the LONDON TRACT SOCIETY, in parcels of 55, 100, and 170 vol 
(or thereby), at the nett Reduced Price ot $V, $17, and $34 respectively ; and 
a great variety of the publications of other English houses, put up in boxes 
of from 5 to 50 volumes, and at prices ranging from $1 to $12 per box, subject 
to a special discount to Sunday

thoseST.

Sch
>. 11.

—ALSO—

UNION IIYMN BOOKS,
UNION QUESTIONS,

BATEMAN'S HYMNS,
SUNDAY SCHOOL PRIMERS & READING BOOKS.

\
toria Hall, 
cute every

LIBRARY REGISTERS, 
CLASS BOOKS,NG,

ROLL BOOKS,
MINUTE BOOKS, &o«

The following English Periodicals supplied, Postage Free, at Prices quoted, 
Payable strictly in Advance.

The Children's Paper (English) $1 75 per doz. per annum. 
The Child's Paper (American)
The Child's Companion.........
The Children's Friend .........
The Band of Hope Review.. ■
The British Workman .......

1 75
3 50
3 50
2 00
3 50ioks,

tc., &c, Catalogues of Libraries furnished Free on application.
JOHN YOUNG,

Depositary,
102 Yonge Street, Toronto.ivo prompt

Nov., 1870.

’’J.ïi&tàÈÂ&JSÉ-

«



,,, ,m.\SiiN k IIAMl.IN uml <i. A. 
uv. r all i.tluTK for Purity and VoLl'Mg 

Action, ('avacitv for K M‘session 
v,'mlciK them invaluable in 

'UMIKKUATKIN, S A1111 ATE

Till- eOllceeded |0-
Pli I NCI', k 
of 'I
and Hkkkct. Qi icknkss 
sustaining a large Chorus 
Schools, ok

Smiio IIINRSS and I’KIirl

il and recommend,at-ions of the fore- 
< ombined with superiorityThev hear the unqualified 

most Musicians of the world to
knuinship and unfailing I ini'

'IT"
ll.esese qualities, < 

I'AT ION Toll KkKI in Timof
The following Stylvs. emhn.eing recent improvements, are the best for 

the price of any instrument made, their capacity, purity of tone, and 
power, makes them the n.oM popular Organs both in Kurope and America.

STYLE 1.—Portable Organ, hv Mason & Hamlin. 4 octaves, Wal­
nut Case, with Automatic Hollows Swell. Improved Center Pressure Heed 
Valves. ,tee., Ac. Price $50.

NTYliE 50.—Automatic Organ, by O. A. Prince k Co. •> oc^v®8i 
Walnut Case, with Automatic ltd lows Swell and Tremulant Stop. Price $100.

STYLE A.—Metropolitan Organ, by Mason k Hamlin. 5 octaves, 
Walnut Case, with one set uf vibrators throughout. Improved (.raduated 
Self-adjusting Kccd Valves. Tremulant Stop, Ac. Price $100.

Automatic Organ, by 0. A. Prince k Co
G Stops, with Patent Uradu

r> octaves,STYLE 55.
Walnut Paneled Case 
and Divided Swell.

I'wn sets of Heeds
Price $12:

r> octaves, 
Heed

STYLE c:.—Metropolitan Organ, by Mason k Hamlin 
Walnut Case. Double lived throughout, à Stops. Svlt-adjusting

Price $125Valves and Improved Hollows
Hv O. A. Prime & Co., and STYLE E, by 

Styles in externalSTYLE 50
Mason & Hamlin, are similar to the last two 
But furnished, with an extra stop, (Sub Bash) giving inereas 
for power and effect

appearance, 
èd capacity

For other styles by the above Makers—suitable for the Drawing-Room,
hand, Illustrated vata-Larok Churches, and the Concert-Room—always 

loques, with prices furnished on application.

A. S. NORDHEIMER,
Agents for the Dominion.

REDUCTION OF PRICES.

MASON, AND HAMLIN, AND G. A. PRINCE & CD'S
IMPROVEMENTSNEW AN» VII.TAREE

CABINET ORGANS & MELODEONS
RESONANT CASES, WITH VOX-HUMANA, EUPHONE, 

AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL STYLES.

P

A

Every

MAS.

The

.

!

;;

;

(

- 1
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ADVIRTI8EM1NTS.

O’S PRIMITIVE METHODIST
BOO* ROOM,

89 YONGE STREET, TORONTO.
,

3NE,

AT THIS ESTABLISHMENT

IMIKSSION
mille in 
Sabbath inttstt itlwel Ittmt*»*
tliu fore- 
pcriority [■ made » Specialty, and there li always on hand

A Large and well-assorted Stock.• best for 
itie, and si

VCR, Wal­
ii re Heed

livery requisite for a Sabbath School can be obtained here, and 
though a denominational concern,

Union Schools can be Supplied with the

octaves,
$100. ■

i rud uated '

CHOICEST WORKS,1 octaves, 
iraduated

FREE FROM ANT DENOMINATIONAL BIAS.
octaves,

Heediiig !»ST

E, W
pcarance,

capacity

MANAGERS OF SCHOOLS WILL DO WELL TO SEND FOR ONE 
OF OUR GATALOGVES,

Which wttfc »■ hint them without Coot.
ino-Room,
TED GATA-

The Lowest Btiail Prioee Ohmged. and the Highest 
known in the trade, allowed.

Discount
ominion.

m
4
F

8iEâ
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CMRK & ©@8* '
17 and 19 King Street East,

TORONTO,
BOOKSBLLBESi

IMPORTERS OP

Magazines, Periodicals, Newspapers, &c
Supply Sunday-schools on tlic most reasonable terms. The follow! 

are a few of the principle Magazines in demand, but complete lists may 
had upon application. The prices.are invariably in rdvance, and if sent ti 
mail, postage additional, inhst be prepaid^;- the amount of which we can nan 

know what is required. We will send specimens of any we hawhen we
in Stock to those who may wish to examine them.

100 per y 
$12 Û0

.......  25 00

....... 25 00

....... 25 00

....... 25 00

....... 12 50

* Hand of Hope.............................
British Workman.......................
Children’s Friend........................
Infant’s Magazine.....................
Children's Prize.........................
Juvenile Nursery Magazine.,.,
Children’s Paper.........................
Bible Class Magazine................
Child’s Own Magazine..............
Children's Treasury....................
Churchman's Penny Magazine,
Day
Little Uleaner............................................................
Cottager........................................................................
Sabbath School Messenger........................................
United Presbyterian Juveeile Missionary Magazine

FOR TEACHERS:

50 112
25 00 
12 50 
12 50 
25 00 
25 00 
25 00 
25 00 
12 60 
12 50

: tar

I
IH)Z. PER Y1

. 12 00 
. 3 00

Sunday-School Teacher..............

Bible Stud- nt...............................
Church Sunday-School Magazine 
Biblical Tleasur

:

■y..............................•-................
And many others, for which, see list

We publish “THE GEM,” * Sunday-School Music and Hymns. J 
Edition of this Book has recently been published, atf 
y. It is selected from all the best Sabbath Suhool TuB 
time of its publication. Prices us follows

20c.
25c.
35c.
60c.

A Fourth La
is selling very rapidl 
Books in use at the

15 1Bound in Limp Cover........
Stiff Covers.........................
Cloth, Red Edge«.............
% “ Extra Gilt Edges........I
Word’s only Strongly boumyn Cloth 
Sunday-School Manuals, AC, Ac., in stock and imported to order.

COPP, CI.AHK A CO.,
17 & 19 King Street East, Toro

2 504
3 50
5 00

$1.00 per doz.

1

1 ■

;

!
i

i

I

■

i $i

ill

;

.

I

!

apÊ1mm mII,4
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