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PREFACE
TO THE

FIRST EDITION

OF TBE

HISTORICAL SURVEY OF ST. DOMINGO,

1796.

Soon after I had published the History of the
Bntish Colonies in the West Indies, r conceived
the design of compiling a general account of theset leinents m.4e by all the nations of Europe
.nthat pait of the New Hemisphere, but more
particularly the French, whose posse sions we™
«ndoubtedly the most valuable and -Productive ofthe whcJe Archipelago. This idea . ggested it-

Uoi ^ !/" '"^y'-S the materials I had col-
lected with regard to their principal colony ia
^t. Domwgo

; not doubting, as the fortune ofwar had placed under the British dominion all ormost of the other French islands, that I should
easily procure such particulars of the condition
population, and culture of each, as would enableme to complete ray design, with credit to myselfand satisfaction to the public. I am sorrv to ob-'
serve thatm this expectation I have hitherto found
myself disappointed. The present publication

" '^ therefore.

-^ -*:

m



iv PREFACE TO THE

I

therefore, is confined wholly to St. Domingo j

concerning which, having personally visited that

unhappy country soon after the revolt ot* the ne-

groes in 1791, and formed connexions there,

which have supplied me with regular communi-
cations ever since, I possess a inass of evidence,

and important documents. My motives forgo-

ing thither, are of little consequence to the pub-
lic ; but the circumstances which occasioned the

voyage, the reception I met with, and the situa-

tion in which I found the wretched Inhabitants,

cannot fail of being interesting to the reader ; and
I flatter myself that a short account of those par-»

ticulars, while it confers some degree of authenti-

city on my labours, will not be thought an im-
proper Introduction to my Book.

In the month of September 1791, when I was
at Spanish Town in Jamaica, two French Gentle-
men were introduced to me, who were just arrived

from St. Domingo, with information that the ne-

gro slaves belonging to the French part of that

island, to the number, as was believed, of i()0,000

and upwards, had revolted, and were spreading

death and desolation over the whole of the north*

ern province They reported that the governor-
general, considering the situation of the colony
as a common cause among the white inhabitants

of all nations in the West Indies, had dispatched

commissioners to the neighbouring islands, as well

as to the States of North America, to request im-
mediate assistance of troops, arms, ammuni-
tion, and provisioos ; and that themselves w re

depute^
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iepuicd on the same errand to the Government at
Jamaica

:
I was accordinjrlj desired to present

them to the Earl of Effingham, the commander
m chief. Although the dispatches with which
these gentlemen were furnished, were certainly a
very sufficient introduction to his lordship, I did
not hesitate to comply with their request ; and it

18 scarcely necessary to observe, that the liberal
and enlarged mind which animated every part of
Lord Effingham's conduct, needed no solicitation,
in a case of beneficence and humanity. Superior to
national prejudice, he felt, as a man and a chris-
tian ought to feel, for the calamities oifdlowmeni
and he saw, in its full extent, the danger to which
every island in the West Indies would be exposed
from such an example, if the triumph of savage
anarchy over all order and government should be
complete. He therefore, without hesitation, as-
sured the commissioners that they might depend
on receiving from the government of Jamaica,
every assistance and succour which it was in his
power to g've. Troops he could not offer, for
he had them not; but he said he would fur-
nish arms, ammunition, and provisions, and he
promised to consult with the distinguished Of-
ficer commanding in the naval department, con-
cerning the propriety of sending up one or more
of his Majesty's ships ; the commissioners hav-
ing suggested that the appearance in their har-
bours of a few vessels of war might serve to inti-

midate the insurgents, and keep them at a distance,

while the necessary defences and intrenchments

were

'h I

.. i



were making to prescinre the viiy 6( Cape Fran-
9ois from an attack.

Admiral Affleck (as from Ris know-^ worth
and general character might have been expected)
very cheerfully co-operated on thi» occasion with
lord Effingham ; and immediately issued order*
to the captains of the Blonde and Daphne fri-

gates to proceed, in company with a sloOp of
war, forthwith to Cape Fran9oi3. The Centu-
rion was soon afterwards ordered to Port au
Prince, The Blonde being commanded by my
amiable and lamented friend, Captain William
Affleck, who kindly undertook to convey the
French commissioners back to St. Domingo, I
was easily persuaded to accompany them thither ;
and some other gentlemen of Jamaica joined thfr

party.

We arrived in the harbour of Cape Fran^ois^
in the evening of the 26th of September, and the
first object which arrested our attention a« we ap-
proached, was a dreadful scene of devastation by
fire. The noble plain adjoining the Cape was co-
vered with ashes, and the surrounding hills, as far
as the eye could reach, every where presented to
us ruins still smoking, and houses and plantations
at that moment inflames. It was a sight more
terrible than the mind of any man, unaccustomed
to such a scene, can easily conceive.—The inhabit-
ants of the town being assembled on the beach„
directed all their attention towards us, and we
londed amidst a crowd of spectators who, with
uplifted hands and streaming eyes, gave welcome

tu

fe
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FinsT EDITION. Vll

to their deliverers (for such they considered us)
and acclamations of vivent les Anglais resounded
from every quarter.

The governor of St. Domingo, at that time,
was the unfortunate General Blanchelande ; a
marechalde camp in the French service, who has
since perished on the scaffold. He did us the ho-
nour to receive us on the quay. A committee of
the colonial assembly, accompanied by the go-
vernor's only son, an amiable and accomplished
youth* had before attended us on board the
Blonde, and we were immediately conducted to
the place of their meeting. The scene was strik-
ing and solemn. The hall was splendidly illumi-
nated, and all the members appeared in mourning.
Chairs were placed for us within the bar, and the
Governor having taken his scat on the right
hand of the President, the latter addressed us in
an eloquent and affecting oration, of which the
following is a« literal a translation, as the idiom of
the two languages will admit

:

" We were not mistaken. Gentlemen, when we
placed our confidence in your generosity ; but

^
we could hardly entertain the hope, that, besides

" sending us succours, you would come in person
*'^ to give us consolation. You have quitted, with-
"' out reluctance, the peaceful enjoyment of hap-
" piness at home, to come and participate in the
'' misfortunes of strangers, and blend your tears

* This young gentleman likewise perished by the guillotine
under the tyranny of Robespierre. He was massacred at Paris,
•o the 20th July 1794, ia the twentieth year <tf his age.

*' with
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" ^fl^yi , r "^""^"^ (thecontempUtioB

" misfoJ ' "'"'•' ^'"* "^•^ unaccustomed to
misfortune, ,s commonly disgusting) have not

" Zff !""' ''=*'™^- You have been wil-

and to pour into our wounds the salutary balmofyour sensibility and compassion
" The picture which has beea drawn of our ca-

" r tkT ^".' ^"^ '"^ '»"«'' ^ort ofthe rea-

'' IL T"^ ^'"' ^''<='' «»' fields were

" hv t^ T^ ' " T '""«'' ^'''•'''' • discoloured

^^

by the flames, and laid waste by the devastations

" Tf r^'.T
•=""!*?«*'"''" "o prospect but that

,,

°f desolation. The emblems which we wear on
^^

our persons are the tokens of our grief fcr the
loss of our brethren, who were surprized, and
ciuelly assassinated, by the revolters.

.
XT IS by the glare of the conflagrations that

^
every way surround us, that we now deliberate

through the night, to keep the enemy from oursanctuary For a long time past our bosom
have been depressed by sorrow; they experience
this day, for the first time, the sweet emotions of
pleasure, in beholding you amongst us.

tiENERous islanders
! humanity has operated

powerfully on vourhearts -—vn., i
?P^ra";ea

'tl,„<i t
'•'^"^"'*''"*>—>ou have yielded to

' Iftn^r r "'^T'^""''"^'*^'
iuthehopes

ofsnatching us from death ; for it is already too

^^

ate to save us from misery. What a contrast be-

"%T T' 'r''"'''
'''"' t'-^tof other nations !

.
We will avail ourselves of your benevolence
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*'"* ;^^ ^""y^ )^o» preserve to us, will not be suffi-
cient to manifest our gratitude : our childreii
snail keep it in remembrance.
"Regenerated France, unapprized that such
calam, ,es might befal us, has taken no measures
to protect us against their effects : with what
admiration will she learn, that, without your

^^

assistance, we should no longer exist as a de-
pendenc^' to any nation.

- 'IJrTc^T'^''''T'' ^*^P"*^^ ^y »« *« t^e

^^

island of Jam .a, have informed us of vour ex-

^^

ertions to serve us.-Receive the assurance of
our attachment and sensibilitv.

^^

" The Governor-general of\his island, whose
^^

sentiments perfectly accord with our own, par-

^^
ticipates equally in the joy we feel at your pre-

^^

sence and in our gratitude for the assistance
you have brought us."

At this junctore, the French colonists in St
Domingo, however theymighthave been divided in
political sentiments on former occasions, seemed tobe softened, by the sense ofcommon suffering into
perfect unanimity. All descriptions of person,
joined in one general outcry against the National
Assembly to whose proceedings were imputed
all their disasters. This opinion was indeed so
widely disseminated, and so deeply rooted, as to
create a very strong disposition in the white in-
habitants of Cape Fran9ois, to renounce their al-
legiance to the mother country. The black
cockade was universally substituted in place of

the

"iSm
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3t fRfiPACE TO THIS

the tri-coloured one, and very earnest wishes
were avowed in all companies^ without scruple of
restraint, that the British administration would
send an armament to conquer the island, or rather

to receive its voluntary surrender from the inha-

bitants. What they wished might happen, they

persuaded themselves to believe was actually in

contemplation; and this idea soon became so

prevalent, as to place the author of this work in an
awkward situation. The sanguine disposition ob-

servable in the French character, has been noticed

by all who have visited them; but in this case their

Ci-edulity grew to a height that was extravagant

and even ridiculous. By the kindness of the Earl
of EflSngham, I was favoured with a letter of in-

troduction to the Governor-general ; and my re-

ception, both by M. Blanchelande and the colo-

nial assembly, was such as not only to excite the

publick attention, but also to induce a very general

belief that no common motive had brought me
thither. The suggestions of individuals to this

purpose, became perplexing and troublesome. As-
surances on my part, that I had no views beyond
the gratification of curiosity, had no other effect

than to call forth commendations on my prudence.

It was settled, that I was an agent of the English
ministry, sent purposely to sound the inclinations

of the Colonists towards the Government ofGreat
Britain, preparatory to an invasion of the country
by a British armament ; and their wishes and incli-

nations co-operating with this idea, gave rise to

many strange ap plications wliich weremade to me

;
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FIRST EDITION. XI

some ofthem ofso ludicrous a nature, as no powers
of face could easily withstand.

This circumstance is not recorded from the Vain
ambition of shewing my own importance. The
reader of the following pages will discover its ap-
plication; and, perhaps, it may induce him to
make some allowance for that confident expecta-
tion of sure and speedy success, which afterwards
led to attempts, by the British arms, against this
ill-fated country, with means that must otherwise
have been thought at the time,—as in the sequel
they have unhappily proved,—altogether inade-
quate to the object in view.

The ravages of the rebellion, during the time
that I remained at Cape Francois, extended in all
directions. The whole of the plain of the Cape,,
with the exception of one plantation which ad-
joined the town, was in ruins ; as were likewise
the Parish of Limonade, and most of the settle-
ments in the mountains adjacent. The Parish of
Limbe was every where on fire; and before my
departure, the rebels had obtained possession of
the bay and forts at I'Acul, as well as the districts
of Fort Dauphin, Dondoii, and La Grande Ri-
viere.

Destruction every where marked their pro-
gress, and resistance seemed to be considered by
the whites, not only as unavailing in the present
conjuncture, but as hopeless in future. To fill

up the measure of their calamities, their Spanish
neighbours in the same island, with a spirit of bi-
gotry and haiiL-d which is, I believe

2
W'ituuut an

example

r
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example in ^^le world, refused to lend any assis/^

ance towards suppressing a revolt, in the issue of*

vhich common reason should have informed them>

that their own preservation was implicated equally

with that of the French. They were even accused

not only of supplying the rebels with arms and

provisions ; but also of delivering up to them to

be murdered, many unhappy French planters who
had fled for refuge to the Spanish territories, and

receiving money from the rebels as the price of

their blood. Of these latter charges, however, no

proof was, I believe, ever produced ; and, for the

honour of human nature, I am unwilling to be-

lieve that they are true.

To myself, the case appeared altogether despe-

rate from the beginning ; and many of the most

respectable and best informed persons in Cape

Francois ( some of them in high stations ) assured

me, in confidence, that they concurred in this

opinion. The merchants and importers of Euro-

pean manufactures, apprehending every hour the

destruction of the town, as much from incendiaries

within, as from the rebels without, offered their

goods for ready money at half the usual prices

;

and applications were made to Captain Affleck^

by persons of all descriptions, for permission to

embark in the Blonde for Jamaica. The interpo--

sition of the colonial government obliged him to

reject their solicitations ; but means were con-

trived to send on board consignments of money
to a great amount ; and I know that other con^

veyances were found, by which effects to a consi-

derable
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derable value were exported both to Jamaica^ and
the states of North America.

Under these circumstances, it very naturally

occurred to me to direct my enquiries towards the

state of the colony previous to the revolt, and col-

lect authentick information on the spot, concern-

ing the primary cause, and subsequent progress, of

the widely extended ruin before me. Strongly

impressed with the gloomy idea, that the only

memorial of this once flourishing colony would
soon be found in the records of history, I was de-

sirous that my own country and fellow-colonists, in

lamenting its catastrophe, might at the same time

profit by so terrible an example. My means of

information were too valuable to be neglected, and
I determined to avail mvself of them. Tlie Go-
vernor-general furnished me with copies of all the

papers and details of oflice that I solicited, with a

politeness that augmented the favour. The fate

of this unhappy gentleman, two years afterwards,

gave me infinite concern. Like his royal master, ho

was unfortunately called to a station to which his

abilities were not competent ; and in times wheu
perhaps no abilities would have availed him.

The President of the colonial assemblv, at the

time of my arrival, was M. de Caducsh, who some

time afterwards took up his residence, and held an

important office, in Jamaica. He was a man of

Tery distinguished talents, and withal strongly and
sincerely attached to the British government, of

ivhich, if it were proper, I could furnish unques-

tionable

i I

i <
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XIV PREFACE .^ X».i.

tionable proof. * This gentlemen diew up, at mf
request a short account of the origin and progress
of the rebellion

; and after my return to England,
favoured me with his correspondence. Many im-
portant facts, which are given in this work, are
given on his authority.

To M. Delaire, a very considerable and respect-
able merchant in the town of the Cape, who has
smce removed to the state of South Carolina, I
was indebted for a similar narrative, drawn up by
himselfin the English language, of which be is a
very competent master. It is brief, but much to
the purpose

; displays an intimate knowledge of
the concerns of the colony, and traces, with great
acuteness, its disasters to their source.
But the friend from whose superior knowled«-e

I have derived my chief information in all respecte
M the gentleman alluded to in the marginal not^
to p. 120 of the following sheets; and I sincerely
regret, that ill fortune has so pursued him as to
render it improper in this work to express to him
iifname, the obligations I owe to his kindness'
After a narrow escape from the vengeance of those
merciless men, Santhonax and Polverel, he was in-
duced to return to St. Domingo, to look after his
property; and, I grieve to say, that he is again
iallen into the hands of his enemies. He found

* He afterwards accompanied General Williamson back to
St. Dommgo, and was killed (or, as I have heard, basely m^ir-dered) m a duel at Port au Prixice, by om of his countiymen.
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FIRST EDITION. XT

means, however, previous to his present confine-
ment, to convey to me many valuable papers ; and,
among others, a copy of that most curious and
important document, the dying deposition or
testament ofOg^, mentioned in the fourth chapter
and printed at large among the additional notes'
and illustrations at the end ofmy work. Of this
paper (the communicati,)n of which, in proper
time, would have prevented the dreadful scenes
that followed) although I had frequently beard I
had long doubted the existence. Its suppression
by the persons to whom it was delivered by the
wretehed sufferer, appeared to be an act of such
monstrous and unexampled wickedness, that, until
X saw the paper itself, I could not credit the charffe
Whether M. Blanchelande was a party concerned
in this atrocious proceeding, as my friend asserts

the forfeit of his crime; and although, believing
him innocent, I mourned over his untimely fate
1 scruple not to avow my opinion, that if he had
possessed a thousand lives, the loss of them all had
not been a sufficient atonement, in so enormous a
case, to violated justice !

Su€H were the motives that induced me to un-
dertake this Historical Survey of the French part
of St. Domingo, and such are the authorities from
whence I have derived my information concernine:
those calamitous events which have brought it torum. Yet I will frankly confess, that, if I have
ftny credit with the publick as an author, I am not
•ure thjs work will add to my reputation. E very

writer

^

\ tr
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svritcr must rise or sink, in some degree, with the
nature of his subject; and on this occasion, the
picture which I shall exhibit, has nothing in it to
delight the fancy, or to gladden the heart. The
prospects before us are all dark and dismal. Here
IS no room for tracing the beauties of unsullied
nature. Those groves of perennial verdure; those
magnificent and romantick landscapes, which, in
tropical regions, every where invite the eye, Ind
oftentimes detain it, until wonder is exalted to de-
votion, mu^t now give place to the miseries ofwar,
and the horrors of pestilence ; to scenes of anarchy,
desolation, and carnag,. . We have to contemplate
the human mind in its utmost deformity : to be-
hold savage man, let loose from restraint, exer-
cising cruelties, of which the bare re^cital makes
ihe heart recoil, and committing crimes which arje

hitherto unheard :0f ill history; teeming

all monstrous, all prodigious things.
Abominable, unutterable, and worse
Than flibles yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd

!

^ Milton.

All therefore that I can hope and expect is,

that my narrative, if it cannot delight, may at least
instruct. On the sober and considerate, on those
Avho are open to conviction, this assemblage of hor-
rors will have its effect. It will expose the lament-
able ignorance ofsome, and tlie mojistrous wicked-
ness of others, among the reformers of the present
day, who, urging onwards schemes of perfection,
.and projects of amendment in the condition of
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human life, faster than nature allows, are light-
>ng up a consuming fire between the different
c asses of mankind, which nothing but human
blood can extinguish. To tell such men that great
and beneficial modifications in the established or-
ders of society, can only be effected by a pro-
gressive improvement in the situation of the lower
ranks of the people, is to preach to the winds.
in their hands reformation, with a scvthe more
destructive than that of Time, mows down every
thing, and plants nothing. Moderation and cau-
tion they consider as rank cowardice. Force and
violence are the ready, and, in their opinion, the
only proper application for he cure of early and
habitual prejudice. Their practice, like that of
other mountebanks, is bold and compendious •

'

their motto is, cure or kill.

These reflections naturally arise from the cir-
cumstance which is incontrovertibly proved in the
following pages, namely, that the rebellion of the
negroes in St. Domingo, and the insurrection of
the raulattoes, to whom Oge was sent as am-
bassador, had one and the same origin. It was
not the strong and irresistible impulse of human
nature, groaning under oppression, that excited
either of those classes to plunge their daggers into
the bosoms of unoffending women and helpless in-
fants. They were driven into those excesses—re-
luctantly driven—by the vile machinations of men
calling themselves philosophers (the proselytes
and imitators in France, of the Old Jewry asso-
ciates in London ) whose pretences to philanthropy

VOL. HI, c'
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r''*

were as gross a mockery of human reason, as their

conduct wa3 an ouirage on all the feelings of our

nature, and the ties which hold society together !

It is indeed true, that negro-rehcliions have

heretofore arisen in this and other islands of the

West Indies, to which no such exciting causes

contributed :—but it is equally certain, that those

rebellions always originated among the newly-im-

ported negroes only ; many of whom had proba-

bly lived in a state of freedom in Africa, and had

been fraudulently, or forcibly, sold into slavery by
their chiefs. That cases of this kind do sometimes

occur in the sLave-trade, I dare not dispute, and I

admit that revolt and insurrection arc their natural

consequences.

But, in St. Domingo, a very considerable part

of the insurgents were—not Africans, but—Cre-

oles, or natives. Some of the leaders were favour-

ed domesticks among the white inhabitants, born

and brought up in their families. A few of them
had even received those advantages, the perversion

of which, under their philosophical preceptors,

served only to render them pre-eminent in mis-

chief; for having been taught to read, they were
led to imbibe, and enabled to promulgate, those

principles and doctrines which led, and always will

lead, to the subversion of all government and order.

Let me not be understood, however, as affirm-

ing that nothing is to be attributed on this occa-

sion to the slave-trade. I scorn to have recourse

to concealment or falshood. Unquestionably, the

vast annualimportations of enslaved Africans into
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St. Domingo, for many years previous to 1791,
had created a black population in the French part
of that island, which was, beyond all measure, dis-
proportionate to the white ;—the relative numbers
of the two classes being as sixteen to one. Of
this circumstance the leaders of the rebels could
not be unobservant, and they doubtless derived en-
couragement and confidence from it. Here too,
1 admit, is a warning and an admonition to our-
selves. The inference has not escaped me :—it
constitutes my parting words with the reader, arid
1 hope they are not urged in vain.
Having thus pointed out the motives which

induced me to write the following narrative, the
sources from whence my materials are derived^ and
the purposes which I hope will be answered by
the publication

; nothing farther remains but to
submit the work itself to the judgment of my
readers, which I do with a respectful golicitude

I
',

I
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ADVERTISEMENT,

(1800.)

IM* presenting the present edition of the

Historical Survey of St. Domingo to the Fuhlick,
it is incumbent on me to acknowledge, that the many
important corrections and improvements it has re-

ceived in those chapters which relate to the consti-

tution and political state of the French colontj, under
the ancient system, are chiefly derived from the

very intelligent and interesting work of M. Labo-
RiE, entitled. The Coffee Planter of St. Domingo.

On this occasion also I hope I may be allowed, as,

ivell injustice to myself as from a sense of gratis

tude and respect towards the memory ofmy lamented
friend, Sni Adam Williamson, to boast that I had
the honor and advantage of his assistance in that

part ofmy work which details the proceedings and
operations of the Britisti army in this ill-fated

country: most of the sh f. '^•acfng been revised by
him, as they camefrom the press, and corrected by
his own pen in many places. Motives ofprudence
and delicacy (which no longer exist) induced me to

suppress this acknowledgement in the lifetime ofmy
friend. Some errors and omissions which (perhaps
unuvoidaUy) escaped his notice^ have since been cor*
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of the

t^ublick,

he manrj

has re-

consti-
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'om the

Labo-

ningo.
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udence
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erhaps

m cor^

reded

reeled and snppli, ' hy a hrilish officer of noble Adwrtiw

birth, and considerable rank in the army, who served '.S)
on the spot ; and whose name, if I were permitted

"

to disclose it, would stamp indisputable authority on
the communications he has kindly furnished. That
many mistakes and oversights however still remain,
lain too conscious ofmy own insufficiency to doubt;
nor in truth could the greatest precaution on mypart
have enabled me, at all times, to guard against mis^
representation from some of the various persons
whom the necessity of the rase compelled mc '

> con-
sult. Thus, in giving an account of the French
colonists;—their disposition towards the En^lisli,
and their conduct towards cadi other;—to v horn
could Ilookfor nuthentick information, but to some
of themselves ? Experience however has convin ced
me, that no great dependence can be placed on the
charges and accusations which men raise against
their fellow-citizens in times of civil commotion,
and amidst the tumult of confiding passions. A
remarkable instance of the truth of this observation
occiirs in the case of a very respectable Gentleman,
formerly an inhabitant of Cape Francois: I mean
M. Augustus de Grasse, (son of the late gallant
Admiral Count de Grasse) to whom I now think
myself bound in honour to make a publick repara-
tion. In a paperformerly transmitted to mefrom
St. Domingo, and annexed to the 8th chapter of my
work, entitled, Notes sur TEvenement du Cap, this
gentleman was unjustly charged with having been
present at the destruction of that town by the rebel
negroes, aiding, abetting, and co-operatingwiththeir

chiefs

1

\
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"^ment"*' ^^^^f^' ^ «"« fiow conviticed that this atrocious
(1800.) charge is altogether groundless, and I cannot suf-

fciently express the concern Ifeel on refecting, tluit

I was made the instrument of conveying it to the
press.—I have therefore, in this edition, not only
reprinted the sheet, and omitted the calumny, hut 1
insert in this place, with great satisfaction, the fol-
lowing certificate, which M. de Grasse has trans-
mitted to me, in a very polite letter, from South
Carolina, dated the 22d of October 1799:

" NOUS soussigncs, habitans de la ville du Cap
et de ses dependanccs, present an pillage, au mas-
sacre et a I'incendie de cette ville, les 19, 20, 21
Juin 1793, etjours suivan(s,certifions,etattestons,

sour la foy du scrment, et pour rendre homage a
la verite. Que M. Alexandre Fran5ois Auguste
De Grasse, habitant de la dependance du Port de
Paix, departement du Cap, isle St. Domingue, fils

du feu Comte de Grasse, &c. &c. etoit daris la villa
du Cap avant et pendant le pillage, le massacre et
I'incendie de cette ville, en qualite d'adjutant ge-
neral de I'armee dcs blancs en activite contre les
noirs insurgcs

; qu'apres ce funeste evenement il

fut persecute par les commissaires civiles, et mis
par leurs ordres aux arr^s, au haut du Cap, sous
la garde des negres armes, comme soupconne
d'avoir agi contre eux avec le General Galbaud
niais, qu'apres s'etre justice, il fut reintegre dans
ses fonctions, et charge immedia(cment du com-
mandement des casernes ; ou il a prottgc avec les
troupes blanches, qui y ctaientsous ses ordres, le^

hommes,
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liommes_, fcmmes et enfaiis, echappes an fer et aux Advertise-

flames, qui s'y etaient refugies. Et qii' eufiii, (ihoo!)

force, coinine line partie des soussignes, a fuirlcs

dangers qui mena9aient encore les ti'istes debris de

la population blanche, il s'est embarque avec sa

femme, un enfant et quelques uns des soussignes,

le 28 Juillet 1793, sur le brig le Thomas de
Boston, destine pour Charleston, Caroline du &iid,

ou il est arrive et reside depuis le 14 Aout 17i)3,

apres avoir ete, ainsi qu' environ 150malheureiix
fugitifs, barbarement pilles par le corsaire Anglais
La Susanna de Nassau, Cap. Tucker, (qui n'auroit

pas dii les considerer ui les trailer comme des

ennemis, etans d'ailleurs sur un batiment neutre

qui ne contenoit uniquement qiie des passagers et

leurs effets, ) non seulement des negres domesti-

ques qui les avaient volontairement suivis, mais
encore du peu d'argent, de byoux et de veselle

d 'argent qu'ils avaient sauves du pillage par le

secours de ces mSmes domestiques, ( ce second pil-

lage eut lieu a la Grande Inague des Isles Caiques,

ou le corsaire Anglais retint notre vaisseau deux
jours, pour completter cet exploit. ) Certifions et

attestons pareillement, que M. de Grasse arrive a,

St. Domingue avant la revolution, n'a jamais cesse,

du moment que ses effets se sont manifestes dans
cette infortunee colonnie jusqu' a celui de son de-
part, d'etre uni authentiquement avec les habitans

blancs, et en qiialite de chef elu par eux-mt^mes
soit au Port de Paix soit au Cap, pour repousser

|es dangers aux quels leurs vies et leurs proprietes

«toicnt journellcment exposes par les noirs in-
•

surges.

f
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vnunt.
surges, et enfin, qu'aucunes circonstances, pendant

('«oo.) le coui-s des funestes evenemeng de St. Domingue,
n'ont jamais donne lieu a former centre lui la
moin^re suspi9ion contraire aux interets et a la
surete individuelle de la population blanche de St.
Domingue.

En>%de quoi nous avons signes, a Charleston,
Caroline du Sud, le 25 Octobre 1799.

(Signed by twenty respectable persons.)

Having thus made all the reparation in rm/ power
to this injured gentleman, I havefarther to remark,
in Justice to myself, that my obsei-vations concerning
the indisposition of the planters of St. Domingo to-
wards the English, on the arrival of thefirst arma-
ment, appear, from a conversation I have had with
some of them, to have been greatly misunderstood.
Surely it reflects no dishonour on such of those
gentlemen as had no concern in, or knowledge of,
the invitation made to General Williamson, to say
that they were not, in thefirst instance, very cor-
dially disposed toxvards their invaders—especially
too, as those invaders came with aforce hy no means
sufficient to give them certain and permanent pro-
tection. Whatever might have been the sentiments
of certain individuals among them on this occasion,
and how strongly soever the inhabitants of Cape
Francois had, two years before, in a moment of ir-
ritation, expressed a wishfor a British invasion, it

s-jems to me that the chief planters throughout the
colony were altogether unacquainted with the Eng-
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ment.

(1800.)

lish, and entertain no verif favourable opinion of AdvertUe-

their laws, government, or manners. What then
was their situation on thefirst arrival of the British
troops ? assailed, on the one hand, by a desperate
and nnprincipled faction of republicans and anar-
chists, whose principles they abhorred, and, on the
other, called upon to co-operate with an insignificant
foreign armament, which came, on the invitatian of
a few obscure Frenchmen,—not to restore the
country to the loyal inhabitants, but distinctly and
avowedly to conquer and annex it to the British do-
minion! In this dilemma, the inqjority of the
planters acted as conscientious men might be ex-
pected to act. A great many of them left the
country, and went into honourable poverty and exile
in a distant land. Others, who were unable tofol"
low their example, remained in silent obscurity, in
different parts of the Island, waiting patiently (and,
I grieve to say, without effect)for better times. If
all this be duly considered, I trust I shall be no
longer told, that I have calumniated the French
planters, merely because, as an impartial historian,
I have represented them to have acted as any other
body of men, attached to their country, andfaith-
ful to their allegiance, woidd probably have acted,
in similar circumstances.

London, 1800.

B. E.
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MtStORICAL SURVEY
6i

ST, DOMIJSrGO,
%c. 8sc.

CHAPTER I
foUtical State of St. Bo,ni„,o ^^^us to tUYwr 1789.

'pHE inhabitants of the French part of <!f n-* -ningo, as of all the West J^Hf r
,'
""" ™ap.

were composed of threeLrr, " '»'«nds, '

^^^^^. 4 People o/Xu' alTM-' Y''''-^^^^^^^
condition. 3d N^rn./- i'

""''"='^' «f free

-derisappr-irhVCMlr'^: ^''^

abuse of language, is called ;j„5J'.''ir'"«"

Dlacks. The genuine oifiprinff of TT V-^'^th a negro is called a mulatto K^f'^r
^^'"^

various casts, produced by .ubll' »
''"*' ""

some of which draw near to iT !!
'"»""«*'»»'.

visible distinction between tt' f'
""*'' "»

others fall retrograde to 1 kT '.' '•'**' whilst

-eW„i„|l:i;t\Xter^"*'"ese
melees, or «-,„,rf,,«^,„ ,;»/>' *^« term sang.
they are collectively callea!.,''""''*'^*'"'!
be attributed, I prL^ '^

tl
"''"^ ""•' """"t

tenance which the mar^L ° '" ^''***" *'''°"''-

"ational manners, tZ'^^tc"/''''™'" *«
these people abound in farteltt""' '^'^vol. 1,1.
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2 HISTORICAL SURVEY OF

CHAP.
I.

Govern-
xneat.

the whites than in those of Great Britain. In Ja-

maica^ the whites out-number the people of colour

as three to one. In St. Domingo, the whites were

estimated at 30,000, the mulaUoes at 24,000; of

whom 4,700 were men capable of bearing arms,

and accordingly, as a distinct people, actuated by
an espit de corps, they were very formidable. Of
the policy which it was thought necessary in St.

Domingo to maintain towards this unfortunate

race, I shall presently treat ; but it seems proper,

in the first place, to give some account ofthe su-

bordination in which, before the revolution of

1789, the parent state thought fit to hold the co-

lony at large.

The laws of the mother country, as far as they

were applicable, (as well the unwritten law, or

customs of Paris, as the general laws ofthe king,
)'

were laws of St. Domingo. These had been in-

troduced without formal promulgation, being sup-

posed to attach to all the subjects of France,

whether abroad or at home ; and the king issued,

from time to time, colonial edicts, which were re-

ceived with entire submission. Even mandatory
letters written by the minister, in the king's name,

were considered and obeyed as laws in the colony.

The government was exercised by a Governor
Genefal, ajid an officer called Intendant, both of

whom Were nominated by the crown, on the re-

€om.flendation of the minister of the marine, and
generally considered as estabUshed in their respec-

tive offices for three years, '^^heir powers, in some
cases, were administered lointlv ; in others, thev
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t^tft^^""''
and distinct authority, which CHA..

ered to enact such regulations as the existin/cxi-

TnTd
°'*'' «»""*'^ """''*"•

^ <"«• their Pr"

rivers hf ^-^ ^'?*' "' ""'=''""'«'» '«»<»« andrivers the erection of publick works and build"•n^J the opening publick roads and repaYr Itbndges; the regulation and police of the3

> ace ,n cases of vacancy, and the absolute nom.nat.on ofthe subordinate ofScen, ofthordXwere concerns ofjoint authori'v Wjth1?^
sent of the kind's attornev t

*'''«& the con-

tendant had power to 2y ^ecST '"' '%

De known
,
and they were commissioned to tr»and condemn to capital punishment defrauders ^^

t jut?„?;r'.""'"^ *" their assii:::'
live juages ot the superior councils Tho «^
vernment of the clergy,^he reguMon of t^^-estabhshments, and the erection of parishes frMlikewise under their joint cognizanc'e

, and tWwere empowered, in times of p^ublick nece "fty

^

which they were the judges) to suspend, in cer-tain respects, the laws of navifi-afion bv ^aZ^T
importations of flour and brea^ TndSpS Ifafexportation of colonial produce in for^n v^j ^Agaiu^i aouses in the exercise of the« various

powers
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powers the people had no certain protection. For-

tunately, it was rare that the governor and in-

tendant agreed in opinion on the exercise of their

joint authority, which therefore became necessarily

relaxed ; and the inhabitants derived some degree

of security from the dispiutes and dissensions of the

contending parties. In all such cases, however,

the greatest weight of authority and right of de-

ciding devolved on the governor. He was, in

truth, an absolute prince, whose will, generally

speaking, constituted law. He was authorized to

imprison any person in the colony, for causes of

which he alone was the judge ; and having at the

same time the supreme command ofboth the naval

and military force, he had the means of exercising

this power whenever he thought proper. On the

other hand, no arrest, by any other authority, was

valid without the governor's approbation. Thui
he had power to stop the course ofjustice, and to

hold the courts of civil and criminal jurisdiction

in a slavish dependance on himself.

The peculiar province of the intendant, besides

that of regulating the publick revenues or finances

of the colony, was the administration of justice.

His powers and functions were expressed in his

title, Intendant ofjustice, police, finance, ivar, and

navy. The collectors and receivers of all duties

and taxes were subject to his inspection and con-

troul. He passed or rejected their accounts, and
made them such allowances as he alone thought

proper. The application of all the publick monies

in expenditures of all kinds for the army, the navy,

fortificationSi
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the provincial councils «,e afl '
'^"""''="*' "^

commissioner of the navl ^w *^'^''""'''' «>«

gences of the colonial o.over„mpnf t *'"-

eeeded 50,000. sterling^rZr;;;:''"'"
"="

pi

produce. The latest a^sessmer^^^^
"^ *^' '^"^^ «"-^« of

-ade in 1776. ThereCS! des hn"^
*' ''^ ^^^'°^"^-« -««

percent, on the rents ofloussirr."'' ' ^"^^
three dollars on slave servant ortificerKT

'"' ' P^""*^^ °*'

manufactures, the products of 'if ^^°"^"'^ *° ^^^ates or
provision plantations, lime and Irir ^T"

"°' ^^P^rtable, as
of ,taxing their exp;rteTprodue 't ^^^^ "'^"^ «^^^«n
bone on the following ground Tt,-';^'''' ^>^ M-"«. I-a-
Bomingo" (he observe!) " is such h f T'' "^^°" ^» St

;

ti- extent of land, and wil ticfthe' t'T"" °'^°"^'«
and cattle, and managed with eZl ^1^'?^*' of negroe,

" n^uch less than another ^v^ h hll '"^ '^^" «^^^" f^eid
" tax therefor, np .he ~-

I

^^^ ''''"^^ advantnc^c . ^
''at. thaneithe;atn^d:;t^:;:";:[r;^^^^^^or a poll-tax upon the negroes."
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For the better administration of justice, and

the ea;8ier collection of the revenues, the colony

was divided into three provinces ( which were dis*

tinguiehed, from their relative situation, by the

names ofthe Northern,the Western, andSouthcm ),

and subdivided intp ten districts, In each of

those provincea resided 9, deputy governor, or

commander en second, and in each district was estarr

>lishcd a subordinate court ofjustice, for the trial

ofcauses both civil and criminal, Appeals however

were allowed to the superior councils ; of which

there were two; one at Cape Franepis for the

Northern province, the other at Fart au Prince for

the Western and Southern, They were composed

of the governor^general, the intendant, the deputy

governors, the king's lieutenants (b), a president,

and twelve counsellors, four assesscurs, or assistant

judges, together with the attorney general and

register, In these councils, or courts of suprenie

lExterior expences, such as the navy, and extraordinaries of all

kinds, were paid by the crown out of th^ duties which were

Jevied on the produce of the colony imported into ^e niothe;-

country.

(b) These king's lieutenants were military officers residing

5n the several towns, corrunonly with the rank of colonel.

There were also in each town ViVijort and aides-major. All

these officers were wholly independent of the civil power, and

owned no superior but the governor-general, who could dis-

miss them at pleasure. It may be proper to observe too that tlic

counsellors held their seats by a very uncertain tenure. One of

the gpvernors (the Prince de Rohan) sent the whole number

state prisoners to France. They were seized on thpir scats of

justice, and put on board a ship in irons, and in that conditioii

conveyed to Paris, and shqt up for a }ong time in the Bastille,

without trial or hearing.
. . ,. ^.
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, ST. DOMINGO.

jurisdiction, as in the parliament, of Prance, theking 8 edicts, and those of the gOTernor and in-
tendant, were registered. Seven members consti-tuted a quorum, but an appeal lay to the king inthe last resort.

• °

Wishment called officers of the police ; consistingof inspectors, exempts, brigadiers, and Serjeant,Th.^ were^ authorized to proceed summarilv iaquelling of not,; to arrest persons guilty of as-sault and battery, and thieves taken wHhJ„wThy were appointed by the courts ofjustice, andwere distinguished by a badge.
Another corps of nearly the same description,but of more extensive use, and of a more milttary character, was called the mar^chauss^e Itwas partly composed of cavalry; and its functionswee towa ch over the general tranquillity; topro-

tect travellers on the publick highways ; to JZt
tactors of all descriptions ; to enforce the prompt
execution of civil and criminal process, and lasTlV
to assist m the collection of the publick taxe^

^'

The number ofthe king's troop, „„ the colonial
establishment was commonly from 2 to 3,000men
conjposingtwo regiments of foot, and a brigade ofartillery recruited from France; and each of theSI parishes intowhich the colonywasdivided raisedone or more companies ofwhite militia, a companyof mulattoes, and a company of free blacks. Tliewhole number was reckoned between seven andeight thousand. The officers, both of the regular

troops

CHAP.
I.
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HISTORICAL SURVEY OF

CHAP, troops and the militia, were commissioiied pro-

visionally bj the governor-general, subject to the

king's approbation; but the militia received no
pay of any kind.

From this recapitulation, it is evident that the

peace and happiness of the people of St. Domingo
depended very much on the personal qualities and
native disposition ofthe governor-general,who was
commonly selected from the navy or army. At
the same time it must be honestly admitted, that

the liberalityand mildness, which of late years have

dignified and softened the military character among
all the nations of Europe, had a powerful influence

In the administration of the government in the

French colonies. It must be allowed also, that

the manifest importance to which, as mankind be-

come divested of ancient prejudices, the commer-
cial part of the community, even among .the

French, has imperceptibly risen, insured to the

wealthy and opulent planters a uegree of respect

from persons in power, which, in foimer times, at-

tached only to noble birth and powerful connect

tions ; while the lower orders among the whites de^

rived the same advantage from that unconquerable

distinction which nature herself has legibly drawn
between the white and black inhabitants; and
from their visible importance, in a country where,

from the disproportion of the whites to the blacks,

the common safety of the fovmer class depends
altogether on their united exertions.

To contend, as some philosophers have idly con-

tendedj that no natural superiority can Justly be^

long
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long to any one race of people over another, to chap.
Europeans over Africans, merely from a diflference

'

of colour IS to waste words to no purpose, andto combat w;th air. Among the inhabitants ofevery island .„ the West Indies, it is the colour,
with some few exceptions, that distinguishes free^dom from slavery

: so long therefore as freedom
shdll he enjoyed exclusively by one race of peo-
ple, and slavery be the condition of another conj^mpt and degradation will attach to the co

"
by whK=h that condition is generally recognisedand follow .t in some degree. thro4h itsVSe-
t.cs and affinities. M'e may trace a similar3.
jud.ce among the most liberal and enlightened
nafons of Europe. Although nothing s3ought to reflect greater lustre on any nfan thanthe crcumstance of his having risen by iudustr^and v.rue above the disadvantages of mean birthand mdigent parentage, there are. nevertheless,but few persons m the world who delight to beremmded of this species of merit, /here is aconscousness of something disgraceful in the re-collecfon

;
and it seems therefore reasonable toconclude, that if nature had made the same di^tmction m lh,s case as in the other, aud stampedby an muel.ole mark, the condition and parent^'on the to,^head, the same, or nearly the sameT

feet would have resulted from it, a' resuuTftomthe dmereuce of colour in the West Indies ^mean however only to account for, in so nede

ttf sV?:"" "'T'"''*'-
-1-t oftt

>ynn;es or at. uoirh>?^o toward- *hr • » jluwiiiu^ the uyioured peo-
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HISTORICAL SURVEY OF

pic ; whose condition was in truth much worse
than tliat of the same class in the British colo-
niet, and not to be justified on any principle of
example or reason.

In many respects their situation was even more
degrading and wretched than that ofthe enslaved
negroes in any part of the West Indies ; all of
whom have masters that are interested in their

preservation, and many of whom find in those
masters powerful friends and vigilant protectors.

Altliough released from the dominion of indivi-

duals, yet the free men of colour in all the French
islands were still considered as the property of
the publick, and as publick property they were
obnoxious to the caprice and tyranny of all those

whom the accident of birth had placed above
them. By the colonial governments they were
treated as slaves in the strictest sense ; they are

liable, on attaining the age of manhood, to serve

three years in the military establishment called the

mar^chaussee, and on the expiration of that term
they were compelled to serve in the militia of the
parish or quarter to which they belonged, without
pay or allowance of ?»ny kind, and in the horse or
foot, at the pleasure of the commanding officer ;

and obliged also to supply themselves, at their

own expence, with arms, ammunition, and ac-

coutrements!. The rigour with which the king's

lieutenants, majors, and aides-major, enforced
their authority over these people, had degenerated

into the basest tyranny.

They were forbidden to hold any publick of-
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(ice, trust, or emplo^'ment, however insignificant ; chap.

they were not even allowed to exercise any ofthose
professions, to which some sort of liberal educa-
tion is supposed to be necessary. All the naval and
military departments, all degrees in law, physick,
and divinity, were appropriated exclusively by the
whites. A mulatto could nut be a priest, nor a
lawyer, nor a physician, nor a surgeon, nor an
apothecary, nor a schoolmaster. He could not
even assume the sirname of the white man to
whom he owed his being. Neither did the dis-
tinction of colour terminate, as in the British
West Indies, with the third generation. The pri-
vileges of a white person were not allowed to any
descendant from an African, however remote the
origin. The taint in the blood was incurable, and
spread to the latest posterity. Hence no white
man, who had the smallest pretensions to charac-
ter, would ever think of marriage with a negro
or mulatto woman: such a step would immedi-
ately have terminated in his disgrace and ruin.

Under the pressure of these accumulated griev-
ances, hope itself, too frequently the only solace
of the wretched, was denied to these unfortunate
people

; for the courts of criminal jurisdiction,

adopting the popular prejudices against them,
gave effect and permanency to the system. A man
of colour being prosecutor (a circumstance in
truth which seltiom occurred ) must have made
out a strong case indeed, if at any time he ob-
tained the conviction of a white person. On the
Other hand, the whites never failed to procure
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Enslaved
negroes.

^. and speedy justice against the mulattocs. To

two r'" T""^^^
'^' distinction between thetwo classes, the law declared, that if a free manof colour presumed to strike a white person ofvjatever condition, his right hand shouM be" ut

free' nn^ .?
^^hite man, for a similar assault on afree mulatto was dismissed on the payment of aninsignihcant fine.

In extenuation of this horrible detail, it may be«aid wuh truth, that the manners of th;whS
habitants softened, in son.e measure, the sever tyof their laws

: thus, in the case last mention dthe umversal abhorrence which would have at-tended an enforcement of the penalty, madethelaw a dead letter. It was the same with tbeRoman law of the Twelve Tables, by which afather was allowed to inflict the punishmeTt ofdea h o„ ,„, ^^„ ^j,.,^ :-manners: not law, pre-vented the exertion of a power so unnatural and

in ^ff ^*^u
^'*'?"*«**"^« ^hich contributed mostto afford the coloured people of St. Domingo pro

11^^^
and holding property to any amount. Severalof them were the owners of considerable estates •

and having happily the means ofgratifying the ve-nahy of their superiors, these were secme enoughm their persons
; although the same circumstancemade them more pointedly the objects of hatredand envy to the lower orders of the whiles

The next and lowest class of people in theFrench island* were the negroes in a slate of sla!
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very
;
of „l,om, i„ the .ye,r 1789, St. Domlni^o

contamed no le„ than WO.OOO. It wa. in favour

^ . .M It *•"" ^^'""' ^*V. in th . year 1685
pubhshed the celebrated ediet, or code^of reg-^al

that many o ,-, provi.,io„, breathe a spirit oftenderness and r," ,ia, Hnopy which reflects h„no,^ron the n,emor „f i,s ,„th„r .-but there is th ,nnsfortune att..,.;„g Ms, and n.ust at.-nd a

rin "'•' ^ -"«""-. that most of hS mr:<T
""'PP':-''>« *« "- condition andnation „f the colonics in America. In coun-

tries where slavery ,s established, the leadin-principle on which gov. rnment is supported U/«»•; or a sense or that absolute coercive „iity, which, leaving „o choice ofaction, ...persedesall question of right. It is in vain t^ denv Ih!such actually is, and necessarily must be 1 J t^m all countries where shverv is allowed kL.
endeavour, therefore, to extend positive li^t^men „ ., ,,,j,_ „^ ,^^^^^^,_^J .gl ts o

and the other, is an attempt to reconcile .nhn
contradictions, and to blend nnnHn IT'
Which admit not ofcombinTttrTire';

:t^^^^^^^

cmity ofthe enslaved negroes, is the stronir circumstance that the interest of the mister i!n i"
ed with, and, in truth, altogethe dep ndron'f
preservation, and even on the healtrElt:', .'
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ingly the actual condition of the negroes in all
those colonies, to whatever nation they belong, 19
I believe nearly the same. Of that condition I
have given an account in another place (c) : I
have therefore only to observe in this, that in all
the French islands the general treatment of the
slaves is neither much better nor much worse, as
far as I could observe, than ia thoae^of Great Bri*
tain. If any difference there is, I think that they
are better clothed among the French, and allowed
more animal food among the English. The pre-
valent notion that the French planters treat their
negroes with greater humanity and tenderness than
the British, I know to be groundlessf ; yet no can-
did person, who has had an opportunity of seeing
the negroes in the French islands, and of contrast-
ing their condition with that of the peasantry in
many parts of Europe, will think them> by any
means, the most wretched of mankind.
On the whole, ifhuman life, in its best state, is

a combination of happiness and misery, and we
are to consider that condition of political society
as relatively good, in which, notwithstanding many
disadvantages, the lower classes are easily supplied
with the means of healthy subsistence ; and a ge-
neral air of cheerful contentedness, animates all
lanks of people—where we behold opulent towns,
plentiful markets, extensive commerce, and in-
<:reasing cultivation—it must be pronounced that
the gnvernment ofthe French part of St. Domingo
(to whatever latent causes it might be owing) was
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not altogether so practically bad, as some of the
circumstances that have been stated might eivo
room to imagine. With all the abuses arising from
the licentiousness ofpower, the corruption ofman-
ners, and the system of slavery, the scale evidently
preponderated on the favourable .ide ,-and, in spite
ot political evils and private grievances, the si-ns
of pubhck prosperity were every where visible
Such were the condition and situation of the

French colony in St. Domingo in the year 1788—
an eventful period ; for the seeds of liberty which
ever^ince the war between Great Britain and her
transatlantick possessions, had taken root in thekingdom of France, now began to spring up witha rank luxuriancy m all parts of her extensive do-
minions

;
and a thousand circumstances demon-

strated that great and important changes and con-
vulsions were impending. The necessity ofa soberand well-digested arrangement for correcting inve-
terate abuses, both in the mother country and the
colonies was indeed apparent ; but, unhappilv a
spirit of subversion and innovation, founded ^n
visionary systems inapplicable to real life, had
taken possession ofthepublick mind. Its effects
in St. Domingo are written in colours too lasting:
to be obliterated

; for the pride of power, the raj

ritfof""^
''' ''"*'"'"" '' P^'^^^ -d *^«

conflict of opposing interests and passions, pro-duced a tempest that swept every thing before it.

CHAP.
I.

' 'm

^n^
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CHAP. ir.

r^rom the Revolution of 1789, to the Meeting of
the First General Colonial Assembly.

CHAP. ON the 27th of December 1788, the court of
France came to the memorable determination to
summon the States General of the kingdom ; and
resolved that the representation of the tiers etat
(or commons) should be equal to the sum of the
representation of the other two orders.

This measure, as might have been foreseen,
<)roved the basis of the great national revolution
that followed ; and it operated will, immediate
and decisive effect in all the French colonies. The
governor of the French part of St. Domingo, at
that period, was Mons. Duchilleau, who was ^p-
Sosed secretly to favour the popular pretensions.

[e was allowed therefore to continue unmolested
in the seat of government ; but the king's sceptre
dropped from liis hand ; for when he attempted
to prevent the parochial and provincial meetings,
which were every where summoned, from assem-
bling, his proclamations were treated with indig-
nity and contempt : the meetings were held in
spite of the governor, and resolutions passed de-
claratory of the right of the colonists to send de-
puties to the States General. Deputies were ac-
cordingly elected for that purpose, to the number
of eighteen (six for each province) who forth-
with, without any autlwrity either from the French

ministry
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Noirs (Friends of the Blacks); and it must be

acknowledged^ that the splendid appearance, and

thoughtless extravagance, of many of the French

planters resident in the mother country, contri-

buted by no means to divert the malice of their

adversaries, or to soften the prejudices ofthe pub-

lick towards them.

The society in France called Amis dts JVoirs,

was I believe originally formed on the model of a

similar association in London, but the views and

purposes of the two bodies had taken a difTereniT

direction. The society in London professed to

have nothing more in view than to obtain an act

of the legislature for prohibiting the further in-

troduction of African slaves into the British co-

lonies. They disclaimed all intention of inter-

fering with the government and condition of the

negroes already in the plantations ; publickly de-

claring their opinion to be, that a general eman-

cipation of those people, in their present state of

ignorance and barbarity, instead of a blessing;,

would prove to them a source of misfortune and
misery. On the other hand, the society of *Amis

des Noirs, having secretly in view to subvert the

ancient despotism of the French government,

loudly clamoured for a general and immediate

abolition, not only of the slave trade, but also of
the slavery which it supported. Proceeding on
abstract reasoning, rather than on the actual con-

dition of human nature, they distinguished not

between civilized and uncivilized life, and con-

iidered that it ill became them to claim freedom for
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tjemselves, and withhold it at the same time from chaJthe negroes
: it is to be lamented that a pdL I '

At h 'T'
^' '^"'"^^'^' ^"^ impracticable

latioes from St. Domingo and the other French

remonstrance* and appeals on their behalf 'ndpoured out snch invectives against the ^h.";planters, as bore away rei«.n ,n^ j
the torrent TT..I, -i f °^ moderation intne torrent. Unhappilv, there was too much tooffer on the part of the mulattoes. Their pe son 1appearance too, excited nitv and Z ^"""""^

wUh the temper oftheti.^c:f;nrth;;d^r:^
the French nation, raised s„ch .-In indignan Litm all rar,ks of people against the whife colo ,tus threatened their total annihilationS "

'

i» this d.sros.tion of the people of France tn

mJldic'-;'^? 1 ^'-fcolonieslr;^;
wcst ind.e,, the national assembly, on the 9o„,

rtjits. and thus, by a revolution unparalleled inu^tory wa. a mighty fabrick (appa ently tlbhshed by every thing that was se^me and^la^
taiUible) overtufued in a momeul. '
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it been f .1- tlie general interests vi" ihe hum:^]n

race, if, >>lien the French had gone thus fkr/
Ihey had proceeded no farther ! II ippy foi theui-
selves, if th'^y had then known—wl^at painful ex-
perience has since tau,o;ht them—that the worst
i)f all governriii nts is preferable to the miseries ot
anarchy !

Perhaps a diligent observer might have disco-
lored, even in the first proccnlings vf this cele-
hraw'd assenbly, the latent seeds of that violence,
injosiice, and confusion which have since produc-
ed s'ich a harvest of crimes and calamities. Many
of the doctrines contained in die declaration of
lights seem to have been introduced for no other
purpose than to awaken a miscliievous spirit of
contention and cavil, and to destroy all subordina-
tion in the lower ranks of the people. Such, for
instance, was the position, that " all men are
'' born, and continue, free and equal as to their
" rights ;" according to which, there ought to be
no distinctions in society, nor (if the possession
of property is a rightJ can any man have a right
to possess or acquire any thing to the exclusion
of others; a position not only Valse, but pernici-
ous, and unfit for every condition of civilized
life. To promulgate such lessons in the colonies,
as the declared sense of the supreme government'
was to subvert the whole syste r -f their estab-
lishmcT)fs. Accordingly, a general ferment pre-
vailed f: long the French iuLabitants of St. Do-
mingo, from one end of the cohmy to the other.
All that had passed in the moil c: country con-
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these provincial assemblies, would lead me tod
much into detail. They differed greatly on many
important questions; but all of them concurred in

opinion concerning the necessity of a full and
speedy colonial representation ; and they unani-
mously voted, that if instructions from the king for

calling such an assembly should not be received
within three months thenceforward, the colony
should take on itself to adopt and enforce the
measure ;—their immediate safety and preserva-
tion being, they said, an obligation paramount to
all others.

During this period of anxiety and alarm, the
mulattoes were not inactive. Instructed by their
brethren in the metropolis in the nature and ex-
tent of their rights, and apprized of the favourable
disposition of the French nation towards them,
they became, throughout the colony, actuated by
a spirit of turbulence and sedition ; and disregard-
ing all considerations of prudence, with regard to
time and seasons, determiiied to claim, without
delay, the full benefit of all the privileges enjoyed
by the whites. Accordingly large bodies of them
appeared in arms indifferent parts of the country;
but acting without sufficient concert, or due pre-
paration, they were easily overpowered . It is said,

that the temper of the provincial assemblies at this

juncture,—how much soever inflamed against the
instigators and abettors of these people in the
mother country,—^was not averse to moderation
and concession towards the mulattoes themselves.
Thus, when the party which had taken arms at
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could h) \x\o, •ll-timcd <u injudicious than this

pre *t'tiiu--
. it was evident, that such a claim led

to oasequences of which the mulattoes themselves
(who certainly at this juncture had no wish to eu-
fraurhise the slaves) were not apprized. This
memorial therefoie was coiiddered as a sum-
mons to the negroes for a general revolt. The
parochial committee seized the author, and com-
mitted him to prison ; but the populace took him
from thence b\ force, and in spite of the magis-
trates and municipality, who exerted themselves
to stop their fury, put him to death.

The king's order for convoking a general colo-
nial assembly was received in St. DomiTigo early
in the month of January 1790. It appointed the
town of Leogane, in the Western province, fo- +he
place of meeting ; and instructions accompanied
the order, concerning the n 1o of elo'tint*- the
members. These instructions, however, being
considered by the } ovincial assemblies as inap-
plical to ihe circumstances of the colony, vere
disapproved ; and another plan, better suited, as
they corrctived, to the wealth, territory, and po-
pulation of the inhabitants, was adopted. They
resolved also to hold ^h.e assembly at the town of
St. Marc instea of eogane, ai'd the 2bih of
March was fixer foi -le time of i s meetin' It

was afterwards prorogued to the J? h of April.

In the meanwhile intelligence was i ceived in
France of the temper of St. Domingo towards the
mother country, The inhabitants were very -ent;-

r^Jly represented ^s rasniiftesting- ^ disposition either
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' not cause any innovafion to be made, dircofly or*

2
imhrecily, in any system of commerce in which

*' the jlonics were already concerned."
Nothing could equal the clamour which this

decree occasioned among the people of colour re-
sident in the mother country, and the philanthro-
pjcfc society of Amis dcs Noirs. The declaration
concerning commerce was interpreted into a tacit
wnclion for the continuance of the slave trade ;

and it was even contended, that the national as-
ierably, by leaving the adjustment of the colonial
constitutions to the colonists themselves, had dis-
charged them from their allegiance. It was said
that they were no longer subject to the French
empire, but members of an independent state.

Nevertheless, if the circumstanc es of the
times, and the disposition of the French colonist*
at thisjuncture, be taken into the account, candour
must acknowledge that it was a decree not only
justifiable on the motives of prudence and policy,
but was founded also on the strong basis of moral
necessity. The arguments that were urged against
it seem to imply that the benefits of the French
revolution were intended only for the people re-
nding in the realm, in exclusion of their fellow
subjects in the plantations. After that great event,
to suppose that the inhabitants of those colonies
(with the successful example too of the English
Americans recent in their memories) would have
submitted to be governed and directed in their
local concerns by a legislature at the distance of
S^COO miles from them, is to manifest a very

ir»'-'«*vIff^
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.lender acquaintance with human nature. How chap.
Utle mchned the colonial assembly wa, to suchv^
.u.H«.«s.on, their proceeding,, fro™ the firVd J^»f thcr meeting, to their final dissolution. wiUdcmo„strate.-Of those proceedings I shall endea^v^our to furnish a brief ,ccounf i„ th. nL.
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CHAP. III.

Proceedings of ihe General Colonial Asscmhhj until
its final Dissolution, and Emharkation of the
Membersfor France, August 1790.

THE General Assembly of St. Domingo met on

1790.
^^^ ^^^^^ of April, at the town of St. Marc. It
was composed oi 213 members, of whom the city
of Cape Francois elected twenty-four. Port au
Prince sixteen, and Les Cayes eight. Most of the
other parishes returned two representatives each ;

and it is allowed that, on the whole, the colony
^^vas iiiirly, fully, and most respectably represented.
The provincial assemblies, however, continued in
the exercise oftheir functions as before, or appoint-
ed committees to act during their intermission.
The session was opened by a discourse fiom the

president, wher^^in, after recounting various abuses
in the constitution and administration ofthe former
colonial government, he pointed out some of the
many great objects that seemed to require imme-
diate attention

: among others, he recommended
the case of the mulattoes, and amelioration of the
slave laws. The assembly concurred in sentiment
with the orator ; and one of their first measures
was to relieve the people of colour from the hard^
ships to w hich they were subject under the military
ji'risdiction. It was decreed, that in future no
greater (kity should be required of them in the
militia than from the whites; and the harsh autho-
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The ^neral assembly procec'lpd in i^
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^^j^^- nutnbers were considerable ) who were interested

in the maintenance of those abuses which the as-

sembly had corrected, were filled with indignation

and envy. To these were added most of the men
"whol held military commissions under the king's

authority. Habituated to the exercise of com-

mand, they indignantly beheld the subversion of

all that accustomed obedience and subordination

which the}^ had been taught to consider as essen-

tial to the support of government, and offered

themselves the willing instruments of the gover-

nor general in subverting the new system.

Su€H were the persons that opposed themselves

to the new order of things in (he colony, w hen the

Chevalier Mauduit, colonel of the regiment of

Port au Prince, arrived at St. Domingo He had

not come directly from France, but circuitously

by way of Italy ; and at Turin had taken leave

of the Count d'Artois, to whose fortunes he was

strongly attached. He was a man of talents

;

brave, active, and enterprizing ; zealous for his

party, and full of projects for a counter-revolu-

tion. By his dexterit V and address, he soon ac-

quired an ascendancy over the feeble and narrow

genius of Peynier, and governed the colony in his

name. His penetration easily made him discover

that, in order efTectually to disturb the new settle-

ment, it was absolutely necessary to prevent a

coalition of interests between the colonial assem-

bly, and the free people of colour. He therefore

proclaimed himself the patron and protector of

the mulattoes, and courted them on all occasions,

with
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ifvith such assiduity and success, as gained over the c^^^-

whole body. v,*^y-%j

It seems however extremely probable that the
^'^'

peace of the country would have been preserved,

notwithstanding the machinations of Peynier, and
Mauduit, if the planters, true to their own cause,
had remained united among themselves. But, un-
fortunately, the provincial assembly of the North
was induced, through misrepresentation or envy, to
counteract, by all possible means, the proceedino-is

of the general assembly at St. Marc. Thus, discoid
and dissention every where prevailed ; and appear-
ances seemed to indicate an approaching civil war,
even before the plan for the new constitution was
published. This was contained in the famous de-
cree of the general colonial assembly ofthe 28th of
May ; a decree, which haviig been the subject of
much animadversion, and made the ostensible mo-
tive, on the part of the executive power, for com-
mencing hostilities, it is proper to state at large.

It consisted of ten fundamental positions, which May.
are preceded by an introductory discourse or pre-
amble (as usual in the French decrees) wherein,
among other considerations, it is stated, as an ac-
knowledged principle in the French constitution,
that theright in the crown to confirm the actsofthe
legislature, is a prerogative, inherent and incommu-
iitcablc : of course that it cannot be delegated to a
colonial governor, whose authority is precarious
and subordinate. The a. tides are then subjoined,
in the order and words fdiowinp-

:

" 1. The legidative authority, m every thino-

which relates to the internal c oncerus of the c(S

loiiy

! »
^
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lony (regime interieuv), is vested in the assembly
of its representatives, which shall be called the Ge^
ncral Aasemblij ofthe French Part of St. Domingo.

2. No act of the iegis'ative body, in what re-

lates to the internal concerns of the colony, shall

be considered as a hnv definitive, unless it be made
by the representatives of the French part of St.

Domingo, freely and legally chosen, and confirm-
ed by the king.

3. In cases of urgent necessity, a legislative de-
cree of the general assembly, in what relates to the
internal concerns of the colony, shall be considered

as a Ia:v provisional. In all such cases, the decree
shall be notified forthv. ith to the governor general,

\A\o, within ten days after such notification, shall

cause it to be published and enforced, or transmit

to the general assembly his observations thereon.

4. The necessity of the case on which the exe-

cution of such provisional decree is to depend>

I'hall be separate question, and be carried in the

affirmative by a majority of two-thirds of the ge-
neral assembly ; *l;e names and numbers being

taken '^ vri. ( Prists par Vappel nominelJ.
b. if the governor general shall send down his

observations on any such decree, the same shall be
entered in the journals ofthe general assembly,who
shall then proceed to revise th6 decree, and consi-

<Jer the observations thereon in three several sit-

tir^s. The votes for confirming or annulling the

decree sliail be given in the words Yes or No, and
a minute of the proceedings shall be signed by tlie

members present, in which shall be enumerated

there
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served in tlic former assembly shall be eligible in

the new one.

10. The general assembly decree that the pre-

ceding articles, as forming part of the constitution

of the French colony in St. Domingo, shall be im-

mediately transmitted to France for the accept-

ance of the national assembly, and the king. They

shall likewise be transmitted to all the parishes

and districts of the colon}, and be notified to the

governor-general."

That a decree of such comprehensiveness and

magnitude should have excited very general dis-

quisition in the colony, and have }}roduced mis-

representation and clamour, even among men of

very opposite sentime'iils and tempers, is no way

surprising. It must be allowed, that some of the

articles are irreconcileable to every just principle

of colonial subordinafion. The refusing to allow

a negative voice to the representative of the king,

is renujrnant to all the notions which an Enjrlish-

man is taught to entertain of a monarchical go-

vernment, however limited : and the declaration

that no decree of the national assembly concern-

ins: the colon V, in cases of exterior regulation,

should be in force until confirmed by the colonial

assembly, was such an extravagant assumption of

imperial authority, in a subordinate part of the

French empire, as I believe is without a prece-

dent.

All that can be urged in extenuation seems to

be, that the circumstances of tliec t^e were novel,

and the members of the colonial assembly unexpe-
' in the business of lei>islatioii. That they

had
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Never*!,.!
'7/"^!^'^ ** ^» H^possUjle to believe ^^^o-

^^eiertiieless, the decree wa« nn c,.«

r.ld !. \T
"«*^«"^^'^« industriously prona-^ated by then, enemies from one end of tl^. o fnyto he other; and when this report failed to ^a

money. ** "'^ purchase

tr/jeretr'^'^V''* ''•"""-""ted the ex-treme credulity and jealous temper of the Frenchc.a.,,-er ,t would be difficui to beheve T»t '

charges, (ms wild and unsupported co2%™ade an impression on ,he minds of :nv c" Ifdr
was tr't't
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M. Pevnier received this address with secret^a .sfacfon. It seemed indeed to bo the pole Jboth part.es to reject all thoughts of compromise

b^negocatmn; and there occurred at 41^;"
J>^4
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CHAP, turc a circumstance which would probably have
rendered all negociation abortive, had it been at-

tempted. In the harbour of Port au Prince lay

a ship of the line, called the Leopard, commanded
by M. Galisoniere. This officer, co-operating in

the views of Peynier and Mauduit, made a sump-
tuous entertainment for the partizans of those

gentlemen ; and by this, or some other parts of his

conduct, ^ave offence to his sailors. Whether
these men had felt the influence of corruption (as

asserted by one party ) or were actuated solely by
one of those unaccountable freaks to which sea-

men are particularly subject, the fact certainly is,

that they withdrew their obedience from their

proper officer, and declared themselves to be in

the interests of the colonial assembly ! Their con-
duct became at length so turbulent and seditious^

as to induce M. Galisoniere to quit the ship;

whereupon the crew gave the command to one of
the lieutenants. The assembly, perceiving the

advantages to be derived from this event, imme-
diately transmitted a vote of thanks to the seamen
for their patriotick conduct, and required them,

in the name of the law and the king, to detain the

ship in the road, and await their further orders.

The sailors, gratified with this acknowledgment,
promised obedience, and affixed the vote ofthanks

on the mainmast of the ship. Some partizans of

the assembly, about the same time, took possession

of a powder magazine at Leogane.

A CIVIL war seemed now to be inevitable. Two
days after the vote of thanks had been transmitted

from St. Marr.'s fh thp ttaw nf iht^ T^nn^t-A TVf

peynier
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Pejnier ..ued a proclamation to dissolve the ge- chap.
nej.la,,e™bl,. He charged the members^;

ed thriK^
P

u-'*;*'
"^ independency, and assert-

selveMf
^^ f treacherously possessed them-

1 crew
" H

"^ *'* '^''^'' ""P' "^ '"""Pt-S
hi I'

Pfoxouneed the members, and aU

Its t'o thr*';*™""'!.*''
^heir country, and ene-mies to the nation and the king : declaring thatIt was h,s intention to employ all the forceTcould collect ,0 defeat thei'r /rojects L'S:them to condign punishment; and he called ofall officers, civil and military, for their co-opera-tion and support.

"pera-

His first proceedings were directed against the

Th^Tr f f^.'^-*-" P-vincial assLblyi
This body held its meetings at Port au Princeand m the exercise of its subordinate function!'during the intermission of that assembly, had „»:
nifested such zealous attachment to the—I
assembly at St. Marc, as exposed its membert„the resentment of the governor and his party ftwas determined therefore, at a councH held the

TZ '^ ^ ^r*
'^''" P^'^o"' the follow^

n.ght, and M. Mauduit undertook to conducT hfenterprize^ Having been informed that this com!
mittee held consultations at midnight, he selectedabout one hundred of his soldier^ and formed1scheme to seize the members at heir pTa"e „fmeetmg. On arriving however at the house he

guards Cg). A skirmish ensued ; but the circum-

CSj The troops in Si. Dnmin™- ..n.j

.

stances

me ivaiumal Guards,
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stances attending' it are so varioi ily lafed that

no precise account can be given of lie pat ticu-

lars
; nor is it ascertained which party gave the

first fire. Nothing further is lertainly known,
than thut two men were killed on the part of the
assembly,—that several were wounded on both
sides, f nd that M. Matiduit returneu w^Miout ef-

fecting any purpose but that of seizijig, and bear-

ing away in triumph, the national colours ;—

a

circumstance which afterwards (as will b. seen in

the sequel, cost him his life.

The general assembly, on receiving intellig*d e
of this attack, and of the formidable preparntions

that were making for directing hostilities agai...st

themselves, summoned the people, from all part§

of ihe colony, to hasten, properly armed, to ]»ro-

tect their representatives; and most of the inha-

bsl«nts of the neighbouring parishes obeyed the

summons. The ship Leopard was brought from
Port au Prince to St. Marc's for the same pur-
pose. On the other hand, the Northern provin-
cial assemblyjoined the party of the governor, and
sent to his assistance a detachment from the re-

;gular troops in that quarter, which was joined by
a body of two hundred people of colour. A much
greater force was collected at the same time in the
Western province by M. Mauduit, and the pre-
parations on both sides threatened an obstinate

and bloody conflict ; when, by one of those won-

were originally nothing more than the colonial Miiitia. They
were new organized in 1789, on the model of the national
guards in the mother-country, and bore the same colours, and
asfiimied the same name,

derftil
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CHAP, gumed, though with a trembling hand, the reinf

-'"v-*-^ of government.
^^^°* Such was the issue of the first attempt to esta-

blish a free constitution in the French part of St.

Domingo, on the system of a limited monarchy ;

and it affords occasion for some important reflec-
^

tions. That the general colonial assembly, in

their decree of the 28th of May, exceeded the

proper boundary of their constitutional functions,

has been frankly admitted. This irregularity,

however, might have been corrected without

bloodshed or violence ; but there is this misfor^

tune attending every deviation from the rule of

right, that, in the conflict of contending factions,

the excesses of one party are ever considered as the

fullest justification for the outrages of the other.

For some parts of their conduct an apology may
be offered. The measure of securing to their in-

terests the crew of the Leopard, and the seizure of

the magazine at Leogane, may be vindicated on

the plea of self-defence, It cannot be doubted

that M. Peynier had long meditated how best to

restore the ancient despotick system, and that,

jointly with M. Mauduit and others, he had made

preparations for that purpose. He had written

to M, Luzerne, the minister in France, that he

never intended the colonial assembly to meet;

and let it be told in this place, in justice to the

French ministry, that the answer which he re-

ceived contained a tacit disapprobation of his mea-

sures ; for M. Luzerne recommended moderate

and conciliatory councils. The governor proceed-

^4 not\yithstf.Rdiii^" in the same career, and ^k-

triistful
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trustful perhaps of the fidelity of the French

soldiers^ he made application (as appeared after-

ward) to the governoi: of the Havannah for a re-

inforcement of Spanish troops from Cuha. It is

evident therefore that he concurred entirely in the

plans of Mauduit for effectuating a counter-revo-

lution ; and hence it is reasonable to conclude,

that the discord and distrust which prevailed

among the inhabitants; and above all the fatal

dissentions that alienated the provincial assembly

of the North, from the general assembly at St
Marc's, were industriously fomented and encou-

raged by M. Peynier and his adherents. Concern-
ing the members of the colonial assembly, their

prompt and decisive determination to repair to

France, and surrender their persons to the supreme
government, obviates all impeachment of their

loyalty. Their attachment to the mother-country

was indeed secured by too many ties of interest

and self-preservation to be doubted.

Of their reception by the national assembly,

and the proceedings adopted in consequence of
their arrival in Europe, I shall hereafter have oc-

casion to speak. A pause in this place seems tc-

quisite ;—for I have now to introduce to the

reader the mournful history of an unfortunate in-

dividual, over whose sad fate (however we ma/
condemn his rash and ill-concerted enterprize)

' One human tear may drop, and be forgiven I"

41
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1790,

CHAP. IV.

Rebetlion and Defeat of James Oge^ a free Man
of Colour.

4

*^^' From the fir&t meeting of the general assembly

of St, Domingo, to its dissolution and dispersion,

as related in the preceding chapters, the coloured

people resident w ithin the colony remained on the

whole more peaceable and orderly than might

have been expected. The temperate and lenient

disposition manifested by the assembly towards

them, produced a beneficial and decisive effect

in the Western and Southern provinces, and al-

though 300 of them from these provinces, had

been persuaded by M. Mauduit to join the force

under his command, they very soon beesme sen-

sible of their error, and, instead of marching to-

wards St. Marc, as Mauduit proposed, they de-

manded and obtained their dismission, and return-

ed quietly to their respective habitations. Such

of the mulatto people however as resided at that

juncture in the mother-country, continued in a far

more hostile disposition ;' and they were encou-

rai^ed in their animosity tgwards the white colo-

Ei&ts by parties of very different descriptions. The
colonial decree of the 28th of May, 1790, was

no sooner made known in France, than it excited

universal clamour. Many persons who concurred

in nothing else, united their voices in reprobating

the conduct of the inhabitants of St. Domingo,
H'Ihe
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namerl James Oc>«p • ha i«rao t-K^r*^

of

479Q.

The adherents of the ancient government were chap.

jdined on this occasion by the partizans of demo-
^^'

cracy and republicanism. To the latter, the con-
stitution of 1789 was even more odious than the
o'.d tyranny ; and these men, with the deepest and
darkest designs, possessed all that union, firmness,
and perseverance which were necessary to their
purposes; and which, as the world has beheld,
have since rendered them irresistible. These two
factions hoped to obtain very different ends, by
the same means; and there was another party who
exerted themselves with equal assiduity in pro-
moting publick confusion: these were the dis-
cordant class of speculative n urmers, whom it

was impossible to reconcile to the new government,
because every man among them had prol)ably
formed a favourite system in his own imagination
which he was eager to re( ommend to others. I
do not consider the philauthropick iociety, called
Amis des Noirs, as another dis"" ct body, because
it appears to me that they were pretty equally di-
vided between the democratick party, and the
class last mentioned. Strengthened by such auxi-
liaries, it is not surprizing that the efforts of this
society should have operated powerfully on the
minds of those who were taught to consider their
personal wrongs as the cause of the nation, and
have driven some of tliem into the wildest excesses
of fanaticism and fury.

Among such of these unfortunate people resi-

dent in France as were thus inflamed into mad-
ness, was a young man under thirty years of age.

1
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^^^' of a mulatto woman who still possessed a coflce
IV.

-w plantation in the Northern province, about thirty
^' miles fkom Cape Francois, whereon she lived very

creditably, and found means out of its profits to

educate her son at Paris, and even to support him
Ihere in some degree of affluence, after he had ob-

tained the age of manhood. His reputed father,

9. white planter of some account, had been dead

several years.

Oge had been introduced to the meetings of the

Jfmis des Noirs, under the patronage of Gregoire,
' Brissot (h), La Fayette, and Robespierre (i), the

leading members of that society ; and was by them

initiated into the popular doctrine of equality, and

the rights of man. Here it was that he first learnt

itip! miseries of his condition ; the cruel wrongs

atnd eontumelies to which he and all his mulatto

bretl^r^n were exposed in the West Indies, and

thi^ monstrous injustice and absurdity of that pre^

judite, " which, (said Gregoire) estimating a

man's merit by the colour of his skin, has placed

at an immense distance from each other the

children of the same parent; a prejudice which
" stifles the voice of nature, and breaks the bands
*' of fraternit;y asunder."

That these are great evils must be frankly ad-

mitted, and it would have been fortunate if such

men as Brissot and Gregoire, instead of bewail-

ing their existence and magnifying their extent,

had applied their talents in considering of the

best practicable means of redressing them.

(C

««

«(

(h) Guillotined 3 1 October, 1793.

(ij Guillotined 28 July, 1794.

But
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But these persons had other objects in Aiew:—
their aim, as I have shewn, was not to reform, but
to destroy

; to excite convulsions in every part of
the French empire ; and the ill-fated Og^ became
the tool, and was afterwards the victim, of their
guilty ambition.

He had been led to believe, that the whole
body of coloured people in the French islands
were prepared to rise up as one man against their
oppressors

; that nothing but a discreet leader was
wanting, to set them into action; and, fondly
conceiving that he possessed in his own person aU
the qualities of an able general, he deternined to
proceed to St. Domingo by the first opportunity
lo cherish the conceit of his own importance,
and animate his exertions, the society procured
him the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the armj of
one of the German electors.

As it was found difficult to export a sufficient
quantity of arms and ammunition from France
without attracting the notice of the government^
and awakening suspicion among the planters re-
sident m the mother-country, the society re-
solved to procure those articles in North Ame-
rica, and it was recommended to Oge to make a
circuitous voyage for that purpose. Accordingly
being furnished with money and letters of crSit'
he embarked for New England in the montii of
July 1790.

But, notwithstanding the caution that was ob-
served in this instance, the whole project was pub-
hckly known at Paris previous to Oge's embarka-

tion;

1790.
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tion ; and notice of the scheme^ and even a por-

trait of Oge himselfj were transmitted to St. Do-

mingO; long before his arrival in that island. He
secretly landed there, from an American sloop, on

the 12th of October 1790, and found means to

convey undiscovered the arras and ammunition

which he had purchased, to the place which his

brother had prepared for their reception.

The first notice which the white inhabitants

received of Oge's arrival, was from himself. He
dispatched a letter to the governor (Peynier)

wherein, after reproaching the governor and his

predecessors with the non-execution of the Code

J^oir, he demands, in very imperious terms, that

the provisions of that celebrated statute should

be enforced throughout the colony ; he requires

that the privileges enjoyed by one class of inha-

bitants (the whites) should be extended to all.

persons without distinction : declares himself the

protector of the mulattoes, and announces his in-

tention of taking up arms in their behalf, unless

their wrongs should be redressed.

About six weeks had intervened between the

landing of Oge, and the publication of this man-

date ; in all which time he and his two brothers

had exerted themselves to the utmost in spreading

disaffection, and exciting revolt among the mu-

lattoes. Assurances were held forth, that all the

inhabitants of the mother-country were disposed

to assist them in the recovery of their rights, and

it was added, that the king himself was favour-

ably inclined to their cause. Promises were dis-

tributed
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trlbnted to some, and money to others. But, not-
Mithstandiiia^ all these eftbrts, and that the'tem-
per of the times was favourable to his views
Oge was not able to allme to his standard above
dOO followers; and of these, the major part
were raw and i-norant jouths, unused to dis-
cipline, and averse to all manner of subordination
and order.

He established his cartip at a place called
Grande limcrc, about fifteen miles from Cape
Francois, and appointed his two brothers, toare-
tlier with one Mark Chavane, his lieutenants
Chavane was fierce, intrepid, active, and cnter-
prizing-; prone to mischief, and thirsty for ven-
geance. Oge himself, with all his enthusiasm
was naturally mild and humane : he cautioned hi',
followers against the sheddins; innocent blood ;
but little regard was paid to his wishes in this re^
spect: the first white man that fell in their v^
they murdered on the spot : a second, of the nauK-
of Sicard, met the same fate; and it is related,
that their cruelty towards such persons of their
own complexion as refused to join in the revolt
was extreme. A mulatto man of some property
being urged to follow them, pointed to his wife
and six children, assigning the largeness of hi*
family as a motive for wishing to remain quiet
This conduct was considered as contumacious,
and it is asserted, that not only the man himself]
but the whole of his family, were massacred with-
out mercy.

Intelligence was no sooner received at the
town of Cape Francois of these enormities, thao

liie
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C^P- the inhabitants proceeded, with the utmost vigour
^ and unanimity, to adopt measures for suppressing

the revolt. A body of regular troops, and the
Cape regiment of militia, vj^ere forthwith dis-

patched for that purpose. They soon invested
the camp of the revolters, who made less resist-

ance than might have been expected from men
in their desperate circumstances. The rout be-
came general ; many of them were killed, and
about sixty made prisoners: the rest dispersed
themselves in the mountains. Oge himself, one
of his brothers, and Chavane his associate, took
refuge in the Spanish territories. Of Oge's other
brother no intelligence was ever afterwards ob-
tained.

After this unsuccessful attempt of Oge, and
his escape from justice, the disposition of the white
inhabitants in general towards the mulattoes, was
sharpened into great animosity. The lower classes

in particular, (those whom the coloured people
call les petits Manes) breathed nothing but ven-
geance against them ; and very serious apprehen-
sions were entertained, in all parts of the colony,
of a proscription and massacre of the whole body.
Alarmed by reports of this kind, and the ap-

pearances which threatened them from all quar-
ters, the mulattoes flew to arms in many places.
They formed camps at Artibonite, Petit Goaves,
Jeremie, and Les Cayes. But the largest and
most formidable body assembled near the little

town of Verette. The white inhabitants collected

themselves in considerable force in the neigh-
bourhood, and Colonel Mauduit, with a corps of

two
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CHAP.
IV.
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179L

fectcd a truce ; but Rigaud, the leader of the mu-
lattoes in that (juarter, operdy declared that it

was a transient and deceitful ctilm, and that no

peace would be permanent, until one clft:33 of peo-

ple had exterminated the other.

In November 1790, M. Peynier resigned the

government to the lieutenant-general, and em-

barked for Europe ;—a circumstance which prov-

ed highly pleasing to the major part of the plant-

ers :—and the first measure of M. Blanchelande

Ck), the new commander in chief, was considered

as the earnest of a decisive and vigorous adminis-

tration. He made a peremptory demand of Oge
and his associates from the Spaniards ; and the

manner in which it was enforced, induced an im-

mediate compliance therewith. The wretched

Oge, and his companions in misery, were deliver-

ed over, the latter end of December, to a detach-

ment of French troops, and safely lodged in the

jail of Cape Francois, with the prisoners formerly

taken ; and a commission was soon afterwards is-

sued to bring them to trial.

Their examinations were long and frequent

;

and in the beginning of March 1791, sentence

was pronounced. Twenty of Oge's deluded fol-

lowers, among them his own brother, were con-

demned to be hanged. To Oge himself, and hi»

lieutenant Chavane, a more terrible punishment

was allotted :—^they were adjudged to be broken

n !!

OiJ Guillotined at Paris, 17gz.

aliyg^
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CHAP, tiiat the ringleaders still maintained the same atro-

cious project, and held their meetings in certain

subterranean passages, or caves, in the parish of

La Grande Riviere, to which he offers, if his life

might be spared, to conduct a body of troops, so

that the conspirators might be secured.

The persons before whom this confession and

narrative were made, were the commissioners ap-

pointed for the purpose of taking Oge's examina-

tion, by the superior council ofthe Northern pro-

vince, of which body they were also members (/).

Whether this court (all the members of which

were devotedly attached to the ancient system

)

determined of itself to suppress evidence of such

great concern to the colony, or was directed on

this occasion by the superior officers in the admi-

nistration of the government, has never been

clearly made known. Suppressed it certainly

was, and the miserable Oge hurried to immediate

execution ; seemingly to prevent the further com-

munication, and full disclosure of so weighty a

secret

!

Christian charity might lead us to suppose

that the commissioners by whom Oge's examina-

tion was taken, disregarded and neglected ( rather

than suppressed) his information ; considering it

merely as the shallow artifice ofa miserable man to

obtain a mitigation of the dreadful punishment

which awaited liim, and utterly unworthy of credit.

It does not appear, however, thatthe commissioners

made this excuse for themselves ; and the caution,

(I) Their names were Antoine Etienne Ruotte, and Frangois

dc Veriierres.

circum-
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CHAP. V.

17.91.

:

Proceedings in France— Massacre of Colonel

JVfaiuluit in St. Domingo—andfatal Decree of
the National Msembli/ ofthe Ibth May 1791.

IN detailing the tragical story of the miserable

Oge, I have chosen to continue my narrative un-

broken : but it is now time to tall the reader

homewards, and direct his attention to the mea-

sures adopted by the national assembly^ in conse-

quence of advices received from all parts of St.

DomingOj concerning the proceedings of tlie co-

lonial assembly which met at St. Marc's,

The eighty-five members, whose embarkation

for France has already been noticed, arrived at

Brest on the 13th of September 17S0. They were

received on landing by all ranks of people, and
even by men in authority, with congratulation and
shouts of applause. The same honours were shewn /

to them as would have been paid to the national

assembly. Their expences were defrayed, and
sums of money raised for their future occasions

by a voluntary and very general subscription; but

these testimonies of respect and kindness served

only to encrease the disappointment which they

soon afterwards experienced in the capital; where

a very different reception awaited them. They
had the mortification to discover that their ene-

mies had been beforehand with them. Depu-

ties
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wUhout a hearing. The national assembly had
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" its members rendered iL^ligible and incapable of

" being delegated in future to the colonial assem-

'' bly of St. Domingo; that testimonies of appro-
*' bation should be transmitted to the Northern
*' provincial assembly, to Colonel Mauduit and
" the regiment of Port au Prinee, for resisting the

^' proceedings at St. Marc's ; that the king should

" be requested to give orders for the forming a

" new colonial assembly on the principles of the

" national decree of the 8th of March 1790, and
" instructions of the 28th of the same month

;

" finally, that the ci-devant members, then in

" France, should continue in a state of arrest,

" until the national assembly might find time to

*^ signify its further pleasure concerning them."

A decree to this effect was accordingly voted on

the 12th of October, by a very large majority ;

and the king was requested, at the same time, to

send out an augmentation of force, both naval and

military, for the better supporting the regal au-

thority in St. Domingo.

It is not easy to describe the surprise and in-

dignation which the news of this decree excited

in St. Domingo, except among the partizans of

the former government. By them it was regarded

as the first step towards the revival of the ancient

system ; by most other persons it was considered

as a dereliction by the national assembly of all

principle ; and the orders for electing a new co-

lonial assembly were so little regarded, that many
of the parishes positively refused to choose other

deputies until the fate of their former members, at

that time in France^ should be decided ; declar-
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•n? (hat they still considered those persons as the
legal repre,c„:at.ves of the colony. One im„.e-
duto-and apparent effect of this decree w.s, to

against Maudu.t and his regin.ent. The readerh.s already been made acquainted ,vith some par-
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what was called the committee ofthe Western pro-
vincial assembly, and of the attempt by M. Mau-
diiit to seize by force the individuals who com-
posed that committee. This happened on the 29th
of July 1790; and I observed that the circum-
stance of M. Mauduit's carrying off the colours
from a detachment of the national guards on that
occasion, uhimately terminated in his destruction.

The case was, that not only the detachment
from whom their ensign was taken, but the whole
ofthe national guards throughout the colony, con-
sidered this act as the mo^ outrageous and unpar-
donable insult that could possibly be offered to a
body of men, who had sworn fidelity to the new
constitution ; and nothing but the dread of the su-
perior discipline of the veterans composing the
Port au Prince regiment (which Mauduit com-
manded) prevented them from exercising exem-
plary vengeance on the author of their disgrace.

This regiment therefore, being implicated in the
crime of their commanding officer, was regarded
by the other troops with hatred and detestation.

On the 3d of March J 791, two ships of the line

Le Fougueux and Le Boree, arrived from France,
with two battalions of the regiments of Artois and
Normandy; and when it is known that these troops
had been visited by the crew of the Leopard, it will
not appear surprising that, on their landing at Port
au Prince, they should have manifested the same
hostile disposition towards Mauduit's regiment, as
was shewn by the national guards. They refused all

manner ofcommunication or intercourse withthem,
and even declined to enter into any of their places

of
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Mautiuit
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^^P- Maiiduit restored the colours, as he had proiuised,

before a vast .lOwd of spectators. At that moment
one of his own soldiers cried aloud, that he must

ask pardon of the national troops on his knees

;

and the whole regiment applauded the proposal.

Mauduit started backwithindignation, and offered

his bosom to their swords :—it was pierced with a

hundred wounds, all of them inflicted by his own
men, while not a single hand was lifted up in his

defence. The spectators stood motionless, either

through hatred to the man, or surprise at the

treachery and cowardice of the soldiers. Such

indeed was the baseness of these wretches, that no

modern language can describe, but in terms which

would not be endured, the horrible enormities that

were practised on the dead body of their wretch-

ed commander. It was reserved for the present

day to behold, for the first time, a civilized na-

tion exceeding in feats of cruelty and revenge

the savages of North America. I grieve to add,

that many other dreadful instances might be re-

cited in confirmation of this remark (c).

While

(c) The following anecdote, though shocking to humanity,

I have thought too extraordinary to omit. It was communi-
cated to ine by a French gentleman who was at St. Domingo
at the time, and knew the fact ; but decency has induced me to

veil it in a karned language. Mauduito v'lx niortuo, vnns de

DtUUihus, dam cadaver caliduvi, et cniore adhiicjluetitemadidinn,

in pavimentum €cclei>i<r episcopalis jacuit, sicam distringcns, geni-

taiiir coram populoabsc'ulit, et membra truncata inmtam component

adfeminam nobilem
,
qiiam amicam Mauduito stutidt, utlegatumde

Vicrtifo attuUt.. h m..y atJbrd the reader some consolation to tind

that the murder of their conmianding olficer, by his own regi-

ment, excited in ail the other troops no other sentiments than

those
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While these sliainefiil eiiorniiiles were passing
in St. Domingo, the society of Amis da; Noirs in
the mother-country were but too snccessfully em-
ployed in devising projects which gave birth to
deeds of still greater horror, and produced scenes
that transformed the most beautiful colony in the
world into a field of desolation and carnage.
Although it must have occurred to every un*

prejudiced mind, from the circumstances that have
been related concerning the behaviour of the mu-
lattoes resident in the colony, that the general body
of those people were by no means averse to conci-
liatH>n with the whites, yet it was found impossible
to persuade their pretended friends in Europe to
leave the affairs of St. Domingo to their natural
course. Barnave alone (hitherto the most for-
midable opponent of the prc^judices and preten-
sions of the colonists) avowed his conviction that
any further interference of the mother-country in
the question between the whites and the coloured
people, would be productive of fatal consequences.
Such an opinion was entitled to greater respect,
as coming from a man who, as president of the
colonial committee, must be supposed to have ac-
quired an intimate knowledge of the subject ; but
he was lieard without conviction. There a4 en-
thusiasts m politicks as well as in religion, and it
commonly happens with fanaticks in each, that
the recantation of a few of their number serves
only to strengthen the errors, and animate the pur-.

those of indignation against his murderers. They were com-
pelled to lay down their arms, and were sent prisoners to France:
but I fear tliey escaped the punishn due to Uieir ci^es.

^ poses
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CHAP, poses of tho rest. It was now resolved by Gre-
i;()ire. La Fjiyette, Brissot, and some other pes-

tilent reformers, to call in the snpreme legislative

authority of the French ij^overnuient togiveellbct

to their projects ; and that the reader may clearly

imderstand the nature and complexion of the mis-

chief that was meditated, and of those measures
to which the ruin of the French part of St. Do-
mingo is immediately to be attributed, it is neces-

sary, in the first place, to recal his attention to

the national decree of the 8th of March 1790,
of which an account was given in the second
chapter.

Bv that decree, as the reader must have remem-
bered, the national assembly, among other things,

disclaimed all right of interference in the local

and interior concerns of the colonies ; and it can-
not be doubted, that if this declaration had been
faithfully interpreted and acted upon, it would
have contributed, in a very eminent degree, to the
restoration of peace and tranquillity in St. Do-
mingo. To render it therefore of as little effect

as possible, and to add fuel to the fire which per-
haps would otherwise have become extinguished,
it had been insidiously proposed in the national
assembly, within a few days after the decree of the
8th of March had passed, to transmit with it to

the governor of St. Domingo, a code, or chapter,
of instructions, for its due and punctual observ-
ance and execution. Accordingly, on the 28th
of the same month, instructions which were said
to be calculated for that purpose, were presented
and decreed. They consisted of eighteen articles.
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and ronfa,„nd, amonR «.l,or ,l,i„.,. a direct l„„ chap.
^_

that cvcrj person of (ho age „f twcty.fivc and ^•

^
upwards, ,)ossc»si.i;i; property, or liavini? resided

^^

two years i„ the colony, and paid taxes, shoukl
.

b< permitted to vote in the fonnalion of the
colonial assembly."
The friends of ti,e colonists l.avina- at tiinttime

sure chiefly „„ the ground of its lepugnancy tot.e decree of the Sth; it heing evLultly, t'h y
a d intenor retaliations of the colonial govern-
ment. Jt docs not appear ( notwithstaiidiiiK what
"as since been asserted to the contrary) that thcv
entertained an idea that the mulatto people were
d"^ctly or ...directly concerned. The framer!and supporters of the measure pretended that it
v^ent only to the modification of the privilege ofvotMig ,„ the parochial meetings, which it „as

con tuITV""f:
*'" "''' Sover.unent, had been

IZn^^ "'" P"''""' •"''.'• Tl.e coloured
people had in no instance attended those meetings
nor set up a claim, or even expressed a desire, totake any part .n the business transacted thereat.But these .nstruct.ons were no sooner adopted bythe „a lonal assembly, and converted i.ito a de-
cree, than ,ts framers and supporters threw offthe mask, and the mulattoes resident in the mo-
ther-country, as well as the society of Amis des

;!? .*^l,'f^
""* to "PPnze their friends and

agents .n bt. Domingo, that the people of colour,
not be.ng excepted, were virtually comprized i..
«• Ihese, however, not thinking themselves suf-

ficiently
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ovverfnl to eiifoi' ^ the claim, or, per-

J?aps, doubliif;'* the real meaiiinp^ of the dctree,

sent deputies to I Vance to demand ail cxplaiiatiou

of if from the national u^nibly.

In tlie beginning of May 1791, the considera-

tion of this subject was brought forward by Abbe
Cregoire, and the chiim of tiie free mulattocs

to the full benefit of the instructions of the 28th

of March 1790, and to all the rights and privi-

leges enjoyed by the white inhabitants, citizens

of the French colnnies, was supported with all

that warnilh and eloquence for which he was dis-

tinguished. Unfortunately, at thii juncture, the

nev, s of the miserable death of Oge arrived at

Paris, a;vd raised a storm of indignation in the

minds of all ranks of people, which the planters

resident in France were unable to resist. No-
thiiig was heard in all companies but declamations

against their oppression and cruelty. To support

and animate the popular outcry against tkem, a

tragedy or pantomime, formed on the story of

Oge, w as represented on the publick theatres. By
Uiesc, and otlier means, the planters wei'e become
so generally odious, that for a time they dared

not to appear in the streets of Paris. Th's»:

were the arts by which Gregoire, CondtKM^ La
Fayette, Brissot, and Robespierre disposed the

publick mind to clamour for a new and explana-

tof} leciree, in which the rights of the coloured

peor J lijull be placed beyond all future doubts

and « >
;

av\r. The "riends and advocates of the

planters were overpowered and confounded. In

vain did they predict the utter destruction of the

rolnnif^R
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Perish f I.

- P'^P"^*^ «ho"W pass

ot our principl

m

sacrifice one iota
^^^jority reiterated the senti..„,.,
-^-c of the i5th of Mavm;
amidst the acclaniat
titude

"i<*nt, and

was
»"» and applause

'' '^'utpXftr '•^^'r-'
-«! -acted,

representatives anH ^f t •
" *^<^ ^^^oice of

«"" th^ national a e J' ,er:'"'''
'"'"'

concerning, tl,rrne„^
' ^T^f' ""'' "'""'<""

the French eoIoieSt..'.''' '"^*^'' '"

«"• tear up b, t.:tt hTfi'f^j '''"'r
"^'

free <onstitution -,„ „,•
"*,'"^*t Principle of a

clearest dictate „7eas'„"?:
'"'""''' °" "'«

Presslj con(irn,ed to tCTl . ,

•'"'*"•=' ""'I «*-

>'^e.t Indie, bv tlL 11^ i .

'"' "'""'
""''"'ch

March 1790; I me
" 7 A'"'='

°*' ««= «"' of

"f wbich M. Ba n" ve wJ '"J"""''
<^<»"'"i«ee,

»i'i.-e the na<i:::rar .r?,r' f '^?
"" *°

fended the 0.4.^ 7':/"'' ""'-"iatelv «.-
^ame time, thed«iL r

'
.[""^"on^. At the

their p„rp„jf:r,™'"''l''^<''""-%..ilk.d
Vol. Ilf "'

""""" *"^ '"«'er attendance.
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The only effect produced by these measures liow-

ever, on the national assembly, was an order that

the three civil commissioners, who had been ap-

pointed in February preceding for regulating the

affairs of the colonies on the spot, should imme-

diately repair thither, and see the national decrees

duly enforced. The consequences in St. Do-

mingo will be related in the following chapter (d).

(d) It has been confidently asserted, that La Fayette, In order

to secure a majority on this question, introduced into the na-

tional assembly no less than eighty persons who were not mem-

bers, but who sat and voted as such. This man had formerly

been possessed of a plantation at Cayenne, with seventy negro

slaves thereon, which he had sold, without any scruple or stipu-

lation concerning the situation of the negroes, tlie latter end of

1789, and from that time enrolled him^self among the friends of

the blacks. The mere English reader, who may be personally

unacquainted with the West Indies, will probably consider the

clamour which was raised on this occasion by the French planters

as equally illiberal and unjust. The planters in the British West

Indies will perhaps bring the case home to themselves ; and I

have no hesitation in saying, that, supposing the English pariia-

ment should pass a law declaring, for instance, the free mulattoes

of Jamaica to be eligible into the assembly of that island, such a

measure would prove there, as it proved in St. Domingo, the

ileclaration of civil war. On mere abstract reasoning tliis ma/

appear strange and unjustifiable ; but we must take mankind a*

we find them, and few instances occur in which the prejudices

of habit, education, and opinion have been corrected hy force.

%
CHAP.
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"" '^''''"""^

of Port an PrinceZ,I Z'" "" ^''^"^tanU

quately conceive nor pen defend"TT '''''- '"

and contests between diffprn.' ^''^ ''"P"**'
citizens, and the vTokn et of J """^ "' P""'''

towards each othe. n^ "»"&"'"'« Action,
Such a pictured'

h;™":„"X^'t r"*'""-of woe presents I'tsclf as nn;*.^" '•^'^ * ''«ne

»« age has exhibked H ''

f""*'^' "o <"«"

dred thousand satf„,„^P7'*'» •""one hu„.

barbarities ofS 1^21 '"*'''*"^*'«' *» «<o
lenceand obseul^^of Xe „ '.^"'7 •""*'"= -
peaceful and unsusnkiou! fl "'"' '^" "" th«

ftmished t,,ers t.S^"Ltt:" If ?
""^"^

volt conflagration and 1 *''°<"'- Re-
mark their progre";"in7'''' ^"''^ ^''«^->

or cruelties and^ out;
*"; '"/" '" ''<'"'"•'.

mediate death is m rfr'arrn *° "'"'='' '»-

tbe^oun^. the „.! 5:.''"»'* "'"'^ the old and" ""™ '"6"'. and the help-

less
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less infant. No condition, age, or sex is spared.

All the shocking and shameful enormities, with

which the fierce and unbridled passions of savage

man have ever conducted a war, prevail uncon-

trouled. The rag(^ of fire consumes what the

sword is^ unable to destroy, and, in a few dismal

hours, the most fertile and beautiful plains in the

world are converted into one vast field of carnage;

—a wilderness of desolation !

There is indeed too much reason to believe,

that these miseries Would have occurred in St.

Domingo, in a great degree, even if the proceed-

ings of the National Assembly, as related in the

latter part of the preceding chapter, had been

more temperate, and if the decree of the 1 5th of

May had never passed into a law. The declara-

tions of the dying Oge sufficiently point out the

mischief that was meditated, long before that ob-

noxious decree was promulgated. But it may
be affirmed, vvilh truth and certainty, that this

fatal measure gave life and activity to the poison^

It was the brand by which the flames were lighted,

and the combustibles that were prepp.red set into

action. Intelligience having been received of it

at Cape Francois on the 30th of June, no words

can describe the rage and indignation which im-

mediately spread throughout the colony ; and in

no place did the inhabitants breathe greater re-

sentment than in the town of the Cape, which

had hitherto been foremost in professions of at-

tachment to the mother-country, and in pro--

moting the ««pirit of disunion and opposition in

the colonial assembly. They now unanimously

determined
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ST. DOMINGO. "I

determined to re\pri ih^ • - i .

federation on the 14th of J^lt^ f»;
a ge„e„.I ^

this decree s-em^H t ? ,
'^^ ^'"* "'"s of ''"'

J- p-po"ed'^ot jTrrprfr-^scate the pftprf> ^p ^i J.
P®^ ^"^ con-

in thei5" el"^""^"
'"^'-"'^ then

-d a motion was eve„ „l: Tt,"*"'"^.
''"'^'

assembly to null A^
"'"'"»''« m the proviucml

l-oist the BHtth ?".*! """"'"J colours, and

«ationaI CO kade Jl? '"/''"" '•""" Thf
*-*. and ttorn::;^:;^^"r-a sorrowful and silent speS of fl.

"""""'"^

found his authorifr . '
""""^ "* *"«se excesses,

-t countr;?oSr:ir::r^r f ^i"
""-

-ordination in^he P^p.lt'ilSr/ir:^:'

h.y that officer himself j^'' "" ''•''" ''*''""^«d

afterwards publiled 'o "ce n^Tr^' ,^"- '^" "«

-»• "Acquainted (h o "^i)' ,S";"'^'--wus and teuipcr of the win! .

'""^ ^''-

" «de„ce of seven ve r?L thl w°'",'''''''
"^ * '•'^-

" and well informed of tL „ "f
""'' ^^'''"*'

" of their preifd ces a S^ !
•"''' ""'' ""'*'^'=^

" "'« people ;^ ol our r
"'"'""' <^'""«™ing
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:.:;."pr.ress-thrir.S„:*-;7r,r'^
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" (general discontent and violent

" which it excited in the colony
(t

tt

€f

fermentation

To my own

observations, I added those of many respectable,

sober, and dispassionate men, whom I thought

" it my duty to consult in so critical a conjunc-

ture ; and I concluded my letter by ex pressing

" my fears that this decree would prove the

" death-warrant of many thousands of the inha-

" bitantst The event has mournfully verified my
" predictions

!"

On the recommendation of the provincial as-

sembly of the Northetn department, the several

parishes throughout the colony now proceeded,

without further hesitation; to the election of de-

puties for a new general colonial assembly. These

deputies, to the number of one hundred and

seventy-six, met at Leogane, and on the 9th of

August declared themselves the general assembly

of the French fart of St. Domingo. They trans-

acted however but little business, but manifested

great unanimity and temper in their proceedings,

and resolved to hold their meetings at Cape Fran-

cois, whither they adjourned for that purpose, ap-

pointing the 25th of the same month for opening

the session.

In the mean-while, so great was the agitation of

the publick mind, M. Blanchelande found it ne-

cessary not only to transmit to the provincial as-

sembly of the North, a copy of the letter which he

nieiitions to have written to the king's ministers,

hwi also to accompany it with a solemn assurance,

pledging himself to suspend the execution of the ob-

noxious decree, whenever it should come out to him

propcrlp

t(

<t

(C

t(



ST. DOMINGO.

froperhj authenticated; a measure which too
plainly demonstrated that his authority in the co-
lony was at an end.

Justly alarmed at all these proceedings, so
hostile towards them, and probably apprehensive
of a general proscription*, the mulattoes through-
out the colony began to collect in different places
in armed bodies ; and the whites, by a mournful
fatality, suffered them to assemble without moles-
tation. In truth, every man'^ thoughts were di-
rected tawards the meeting of the new colonial
asBembly, from whose deliberations and proceed-
iflgs Uie extinction of party, and the full and im-
mediate redress of all existing grievances, were
confidently expected. M. Blanchelande himself
declares, that he cherished the same flattering and
fallacious hopes. - After a long succession of
"' violent storms, I fondly expected (he writes)
'' the return of a calm and serene morning. The
'' temperate and conciliating conduct of the new
'' assembly, during their short sitting at Leogane
^' the characters of most of the individual mem-
'' hers, and the necessity, so apparent to all, of
" mutual concession and unanimity on this o-reit
" occasion, led me to think that the colony
'' would at length see the termination of its mise-
'' ries

;
when, alas, the storm was ready to burst

'' which has since involved us in one common del
'' struction !"

It was on the morning of tiie 23d of Aucust
just before day, that a general alarm and con^^st^r-
nation spread throughout the town of tlie Cftpe
;i:he inhabitants were eaUed from their beds bv

persons

7A

i^yi.

1
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persons who reported that all the negro slaves in

the several neighbouring parishes had revolted,

g,nd were at that moment carrying death and de-

solation over the adjoining large and beautiful

plain to the north-east. The governor, and most
of the military officers on duty, assembled toge-

ther ; but the reports were so confused and con-

tradictory, as to gain but little credit; when, as

(Jay-light began to break, the sudden and suc-

cessive arrival, with ghastly countenances, of
persons who had with difficulty escaped the

massacre, and flown to the town for protec-

tion, brought a dreadful confirmation of the fatal

tidings.

The rebellion first broke out on a plantation

called Noe, in the parish of Acul, nine miles only

from the city. Twelve or fourteen of the ring-

leaders, about the middle of the night, proceeded

to the refinery, or sugar-house, and seized on a

young man, the refiner's apprentice, dragged
him to the front of the dwelling-house, and
there hewed him into pieces with their cut-

lasses : his screams brought out the overseer,

whom they instantly shot. The rebels now found
their way to the apartment of the refiner, and
massacred him in his bed. A young man lying'

sick in a neighbouring chamber, was left appa-

perently dead of the wounds inflicted by their

cutlasses : he had strength enough however to

crawl to the next plantation, and relate the hor-

rors he had witnessed. He reported, that all the

whites of the estate which lie had left were

murdered, except only the surgeon, whom the

rebels
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dea haur'"P'"t'*
'" """"P""! ft"-", on the chap.•dea that they might stand in need of hi, profes- .J!l^onal assistance. Alarmed by this intelliLncI ^^t^e persons to whom it was communicated fm"L:

ctme'ofT'*
*'"'• "''^'^ '" «'S''«- ^>''"'t Re-

formed
•""" ^°""' ^ '"*•' "'''' ^<^'" •°-

b2r-""!"T (•^"''i^ting now of all the slave,

'

belonging to that plantation) proceeded to th-house of a Mr. Clement, by whose neiLs Itl
7 «ere immediatelyjoined, and both be a"d£

Refiner were massacred. The murderer of MC ement was his own postilion, a man to wlZiftchad always shewn great kindness. The other

ot M. Flaville, a few miles distant, likewise rose»nd murdered five white persons, on; ofwhim (the

While imploring for mercy of the savages on theirknees, beheld their husband and fathfr murdered>e ore heir faces. For themsel ves, they were de-voted to a more horrid fate, and we c car,i«laway captives by the assassins
"'

The approaeh of day-light served only to dis-cover sights of horror. ItwasnowapparU^^t

place n .? ^'"T'
"""'''"' "*' "'^ "'"'«' «<'"kplace n every quarter. On some few e,,ta.e, in-deed the lives of the women were spared, but ti''y

\ve;e

7*
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were reserved oiilj^ to gratify the brutal appetites

of the ruffians; and it is shocking to relate, that

many of them suffered violation on the dead bo-

dies of their husbands and fathers !

In the town itself, the general belief for some
time was, that the revolt was by oo means an ex-

tensive, but a sudden and partial insurrection only.

The largest sugar plantation on the plain was that

of Mons. Gailifet, situateil about ei^ht miles from
the town, the negroes belonging to which had
-always been treated with such kindness and libe»-

jrality, and possessed so many advantages, that it

became a proverbial expression among the lower

whiti^ people, in s|)eaking of any man's good forr-

tune, to say // est Jicureux coimiie uv negre de Gal

lifet (he is as happy as one of Gallifet's negroes).

M. Odeluc, the attorney, or agent, for this plan-

tation, was a member of the general assembly, and

being fully persuaded that the negroes belonging

to it would remain firm in their obedience, deter^

mined to repair thither to encourage them in

opposing the insurgents ; to which end, he de-

sired the assistance of a few soldiers from the

town-guard, which was granted him. He pro-

ceeded accordingly, but on approaching the

estate, to his surprise and grief he found all the

negroes in arms on the side of the rebels, and ( hor-

rid to tell
!

) their standard was the hody ofa xvhife

infant, wJiichlherj had reccntlij impaled on a stake f

M. Odeiuc had advanced too fur to retreat undis-

covered, and both he, and a friend that accom-

panied him, with most of the soldiers, were killed

without
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mercy. Two or three only of th(

n
palrole chap.

fngs Jo the iiihubitants of the town. ^^
that had been found on the several plantations

Si2 7'" «' "' '""'''' *" ^'^ *'-^ »*-4 "

tofch
"'„\™«'7;.««'«'ng«d the sword for thetorch. 1 he building, and rane-fields were everyvhere .set on fire ; and the conflagrations wS^ere vs.ble from the town, i„ a thousa,"d S^ent quarters, furnished a prospect more shockWand reflecfons more dismal, than fancy can paiil'or the powers of man describe

'

CoNSTEaNAT.oN and terror now took posses-sion of every m.nd
: and the screams of the

rrr ",' ;"'"""' "'""'"^ «°™ door to doohe.ghtencd the horror, of the scene. AD X'citizens took up arms »nrl <»,«

vested the goverZ wUh th
^"""'"^

f^""""^
feovtrnoi with the command of thena lonal guards, requesting him to give suchorders as the ura-encv nf !.. „ ''.

mand
"^eency ot the case seemed to de-

women and children on board the ships in the

entrUi^ed"''
"'^ """" ''PP---- be ^entertained concerning the domestick negroe!withm the town, a great proportion of the able!•"en among them were likewise sent on sUpboardand closely guarded.

s^pDoard

boJvTf f
'""

'T''""' '" *'"' "'y * •considerable

brethren of colour and the ubiiteinhabitaiit.s

Their
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^^P- Their situation was extremely critical; for the

1791
lowei- class of whites, considerin/ytlie mulattoes at
the iinm( diate authors of the reheiiion, marked
them for destruction ; and the whole number in
the town would undoubtedly have been murdered
without scruple, if the governor and the colonial
assembly had not vi?^orousIy interposed, and taken
them under their immediate protec. ion. Grateful
for this interposition in their favour

( perhaps not
thinkinj,^ Iheir lives otherwise secure) all the able
men amoji^- them offered to march immediately
against the rebels, and to leave their wives and
children as hostages for their fidelity. Their offer

Avas accepted, and they were enrolled in dilferent

companies of the militia.

The assembly continued their jtleliberationa

throughout the night, amidst the glare of the sur-
rounding conflagrations; and the iikhabltants,

being strengthened by a number of seamen from
the ships, and brought into some degree of order
and military subordination, were now desirous
that a detachment should be sent to attack the
strongest body of the revolters. Orders were giyen
accordingly ; and M. de Touzard, an oDicer who
had distinguished himself in the service of the
North Americans, took the command of a party
of militia and troops of the lino. ^\ ith these h«
uiarcli.'d to the plantation of a M. Latour, and
attacked a body of about (bur thousand of the
rebel rc.2;roes. Many were destroyed, but to lit-

tle purpose; for Touzard, finding the number of
revolters to encrease in more than a centuple pro-
portion to their losses, was at length obliged to

retreat;
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retreat; and it cannot be doubted fhn< lf'i^.

troycd all its inh«h * .

difficuitv, and des^

pour down upL th , hi''^
7'""-- «»"'"

'orted to vva, to for, fv ? " ""'"'""' "^-

inif into it At H 1!^
"- '""''' "'"' E'"-^"^' '«'"'-

road from ,he
, „ 'f

'

".

'''""'"^' *''<' "«""

formed at proper distanceron th , T """
other PruaipafentrauL"

t "t,,e loi::";.
^'"

tiguous to it toward, *!,„ ! ' ""'* *""-

--ntainous diS; S.J 'rjT? "

tillery as could be
1 '1 '''"' "'* '»^'' ""

But these precaution ' ^T-
''"'"""^ ^l'''^^""-

whole of the town, exc^rtt^ , H
'"""""'' *''"

>vith a strong palisade /nH '

"'"* *''' '""'

h erecting and completing ofvv Xh a(rr'"'"

-aiit,.ship,t;Tttl.X!;!^-«'--'»« •
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,
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indispensable necessity, calculated as well to

obtain the assistance of tlic neamen^ as to se*

1791. cure a retreat for the inhabitants in the last ex*

trcmity.

To such of the distant parishes as were open io

communication either by land or by sea, notice

of the revolt had been transmitted within a few

hours after advice of it was received at the Cape;

and the white inhabitants of many of those parishes

had therefore found time to establish camps, and
form a chain of posts, which for a short time

seemed to prevent the rebellion spreading beyond
the Northern province faJ. Two of those camps
however, one at Grande Riviere, the other at

Dondon, were attacked by the negroes (who were

liere openly joined by the mulattoes) and forced

with great slaughter. At Dondon, the whites

maintained the contest for seven hours ; but were

overpowered by the infmite disparity of numbers,

and compelled io give way, with the loss of up-

wards of one hundred of their body. The sur-

vivors took refuge in the Spanish territory.

These two districts therefore ; the whole of the

rich and extensive plain of the Cape, together

with the contiguous mountains, were now wholly

abandoned to the ravages of the enemy : and the

cruelties which they exercised, uncontrouled, on
such ofthe miserable whites as fell into their hands,

(a) It is believed that a general insurrection was to have

taken place throughout the colony on tlie 23th of August (St.

Louis's day) ; but that the impatience and impetuosity of some
negroes on the plain, induced tbem to commence their opera-

tions two days before <he time.

cannot
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Thev seized Mr. Blen, an officer of the polio.
'"""

«nd having na.lcd him alive to one of then-ate „f
;«

P.a...^at.„, chopped off hi, ii„h.o„eC:;

A POOR man named /?«;. n*

place • LTih •'"'^"^'"•e'l i" I'i^ hiding-yinte, and the savaiios rWlar^ri ^i .. ,
^

™a«u.„itted themt £,r r
""""'"• "'' '""'

"P -th great l^Z^, '"SJ " J-i
ti-

and then stabbed hi^ to t"; heirt
"'^

""""'^'

w.':;t:h:.t/:is^^^
murdered without excentinn f T"'*'

''""

Uier
.

Young women of all ranks were first vin

deed reservfif] fnr *k r ..
"®™ ^^''^ m-

lust oFfT ^ ^"'*^^'* gratification of theiust of the savages, and others had ih.'
-cooped out with a knife

''"* ^^^*

In tlie parish of Limhi
p*«ce tailed tha

Great

«
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Great Ravine, a venerable planter, the father of
two beautiful young* ladies, vras tied down by a
savage ringleader of a band, who ravished the

eldest daughter in his presence, and delivered over

thie youngest to one of his followers : their passiop

being satisfied, they slaughtered'both the father

and the daughters.

Amidst these scenes of horror, one instance

however occurs of such fidelitv and attachment

in a negro, as is equally unexpected and affect-

ing. Mons. and Madame Baillon, their daughter

and son-in-law, and two white servants, residing

on a mountain plantation about thirty miles from
Cape Fran9ois, were apprized of the revolt by one
of their own slaves, who was himself in the con-

spiracy, but promised, if possible, to save the lives

of his master and his family. Having no imme-
diate means of providing for their escape, he con-

ducted them into an adjacent wood ; after which
he went and joined the revolters. The following

night, he found an opportunity of bringing them
provisions from the rebel camp. The second

night he returned again, with a further supply of

provisions ; but declared that it would be out of

his power to give them any further assistance.

After this, they saw nothing of the negro for

three days ; but at the end of that time he came
again; and directed the family how to make
their way to a river which led to Port Margot,

assuring them they would find a canoe on a part

tof the river which he described. They followed his

directions, found the canoe, and got safely into it|

but were overset by the rapidit^y of the current,

4 ^
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1791.and directed them ,o!f' T" '^"""'' '^em out
-here he ass^td /hem hTh "^ ""' "' «'« "W
I*"* »a.d it was the llfff-.P'"^'''^'' »''<'»*

«ave them. They went . T '" '""'"^ "^ke to
••"g the boat, Xlm:T'^'"^"'^' ''"* "»' fi-d-

the faithfu, negr^:;2T;; --P f^^^^^^^^^ -hen
dian angel. He brought whh h

''^" ^"'"•-
t.y and bread; and conducS Jfe/'

•;""' P""''
"'arches i„ the night ahmTt^ i

'^''^' ''^^'o-
ver, until they werf with ^^ t ^""^^ "'""'e ri-

f-/
Margot^ wh-SvtmT ""'''' ^*

tirelj, out of danger, he toft h ,
-^ "^^"^ «-->-

»nd -enttojoin^heis Thlf'"^
'"' ''^-'

the woods nineteen nights*
''-^ "'*'« «

at length p.acef, WX^*^ S"-*' "eing
some sort of security, it wa "tt! I. P'''"'^' '»
*he goyernorand atlwj thaS^

""^^^^ "^

si"Voi;Tfr{«er"^-^^^^^^^^
--utth^e^melimtlfTC^r-

go, and who spoke French liL'!, 1?= *'"' k™ «' «,. Don^- .

«'vedUthesa,nedaj,a„d™ ?• '^^«' "'"Wend He-
tars to writing. •*'

'"""^Ao'ely
coiomitted.the partic°
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on the plantation of M. Gallifet, and mounted

some hea- y pieces of artillery on the walls. They
had procured the cannon at different shipping

places and harbours along* the coast, where it had

been placed in time of war by the government,

and imprudently left unproterted ; but it was a

matter of great surprize by what means they ob-

tained ammunition (b). From this plantation

they sent out foraging parties^ with which the

whites had frequent skirmishes. In these engage-

ments, the negroes seldom stood their ground

longer than to receive and return a single volley,

but they appeared again the next day ; and though

they were at length driven out of their intrench-

ments with infinite slaughter, yet their numbers

seemed not to.diminish :—as soon as one body was

cut off, anotlier appeared, and thus they succeed-

ed in the object of harassing and destroying the

whites by perpetual fatigue, and reducing the

country to a desert.

To detail the various conflicts, skirmishes, mas-

sacres, and scenes of slaughter, which this exter-

minating war produced, were to offer a disgusting

and frightful picture ; a combination of horrors ;

(b) It was discovered afterwards, that great quantities of

powder and ball were stolen by the negroes in the town of Cape

Frangols tVom the king's arsenal, and secretly conveyed to the

-rebels. Most of the fire-arms at first in their possession were

supposed to have been part of OgS's importation. But it grieves

me to add, that the rebels were afterwards abundantly supplied,

by small vessels from North America ; the masters of which"

felt no scruple to receive in payment sugar and rum, from es-

tates of which the owners bad been murdered by the men witlx

whom they trafficked.

1 whereiu
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the a„„a,fo7lS 7"'''"', ""^^-P'-<» --

forth in torrents; tte earth bl»T" ''i"""
P""^" "•

«'"i the a,V tainted with n ."!
"'"'^"•'d ^'d' ashes,

P«edtl,at, wUhTntwo"^ r*- ^t-^^com:
«-t began, .pi/;;J-f;

after the .evolt

^"-^ of all -conditions and ;i'rirt
"'""' P"''

cred;^thatone hundredaXi '""''"-

tation,, and about nine h!,„l ! -^ '"^^ P'""'

,

«"d indigo settlement h'dheTn sT"'
"'""'"

bu'Idmgs thereon beinff ZsZ ,f"'^'^ ^"'«
one thousand two hundrprf ,

"^ ^^ ''"')' ""d
duced fron. opnlenc^To 2.^^;!" f""--to depend altogether for thl-do;^^

""'"'y- "'
."anee „„ publi,fc and p ivl ci^ f

"'" '"''"-

nsurgents, it was reckoned ,1
'•^^ <^'' ^^e

thousand had perishedC Jet* '.'"T"^
<" *«"

and some hundreds hyll^ZTe^i' ''""'"''

tioner;-.nanyofthem I a,n
"'e exec„.

the torture of the 2eelZ 7 *" ^^•^' """^er
and retaliation, which no 1

•^'*^™ "^ "-evcnffe

could justify 0.: r.cut "r™"'""'"'^''^'^'""

They-were broken on two !„ J!"'
"^^ ^'P'^ber ,;y,One of them expired o„ rCil I""""'

P'"'"'' '^'wUe
•'omach, each of his leg" a, j arr^ """" '"'"'^ » wj^vo places, thefct thfee bW? 1"'"^ ''"^" «« Wken in
«ther had aharderfata. WhZte^'" *'"'"'" ' S^-°. tCi" egs and am,s, lifted ur^e in«

'"'™'°'>«. "«« breaking
«"te on the brea«, and twchTb "' '° S"'" "« «"'• J. nf
i^^p™)isca,ledfec;»,iJ,t':^' h:rb'"^.'!'\""--lou "f
•f ca«..hal., cali«i out an^u.}' t^t^'"'""'''^'^"-'^'J^opj and compclisd him ,„

ieav«
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Hitherto, my narrative has applied chiefly icf

transactions in the Northern province ; I grieve

to relate^ that the flames of rehellion soon began

io break forth also in the Western division. Here,

however, the insurgents were chiefly men of co-

lour, of whom upwards of two thousand appeared

in arms in the parish of Mirebalais. Being joined

by about six hundred of the negro slaves, they*

began their operations by burning the coftee plan-

tations in the mountains adjacent to the plain of

Cul-de-Sac. Some detachments of the military

which were sent against them from Port au Prince

were repulsed ; and the insurgents continued to

ravage and burn the country through an extent of

thirty miles, practising the same excesses and fe-

rocious barbarities towards such of the 'whites

as fell into their hands, as were displayed by

the rebels in the North. They had the auda-

city at length to approach Port au Prince, with

intention, as it was believed, to set it on fire;

and so defenceless was the state of that devoted

town, that its destruction seemed inevitable.

Many of the mulatto chiefs, however, finding

that their attempts to gain over the negro

slaves on the sugar plantations in this part of

the country, were not attended with that success

which they expected, expressed an unwillingness

leave his work unfinished. Jn tliat condition, the miser-

able wretch^ with his broken limbs doubled up, was put on a

cart wheel, which was placed horizontally, one eno of the axle-

tree being driven into the earth. Hie seemed perfectly sensible,

but uttered not a groan. At the end of forty minutes, some

Englfsh seamen, who were spectators of the tragedy, strangled

liJrrt in morov

2 io
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merely to supnort thp n»T.. ''"'''"^' but v.-^

cfliation. Thcs» senfL?? ?™"* *" * '"«<=<»'-
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"""*'

'"'"'"S to the know-
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1

September, de-
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^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ enslaved parents. They voted at

the same time the tbrmatioa of certain free com-r

panics of mulattoes, wherein the men of colour of
all des( ripfions, possessed of certain quaiihcations^

should be allowed to serve as commissioned officers.

These concessions^ at an earlier period^ would
have operated with powerful effect in the salvation

of the colony ; but they now came too late, and
produced only a partial truce, a temporary and
fallacious cessation of miseries. The wounds that

had been inflicted were yet green and bleeding;

and the dark and sullen passions of disappointed

pride, anger, malice, hatred and revenge, were

secretly burning in the gloomy minds of all par-*

ties. The flames were smothered, not extinr

guished ; soon to break out again, with aggra*

vated violence and greater fury than ever,

CHAP.
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of 'lie loth Mm, 1791 pTf i ^'"'"'

sure—CiTil IV
^^Jf"'"' 'if that Mca-

Port aupJ 7'"' '''' ^'""'"<"' re„c,cc<l~
1 on an Prince destroyed Im Fire—Cr„,.,'!

.

erased by both Parties- ^iriZ «. r" T
""

cois of the cm Contmissioler"!
'" ^''""

BEFORE I proceed to a renewal of H,„ a-
gust.„g scenes of devastation, la 1^ '

„T
me to describe (liannv if .1,

'""""' '^'«"« "PO"

;ive lesson to otlrs r:::^::"''"---

*•« ori,.nai a„d^ :i;^ t::tirs;"-''^and eo-operation of so lavi^e a „u„,ber of' h
'

iour. Ihat the whole body of fliP Uh • o
I^on.i„gohad solid g-ronnd oV o.^ j ^^^^^^
satisfaction, cannot be d-nied TlV.

'

at .hich oppression so„.e< ' .t arS r ^llT*beaiance under it ceavee *« i

^>'hmi fo-..

»^o»idread,,,,,avird™:;jj:j,:':;:,;,ii
*^on and condition of the „.uUtt„esui;S:;:;;;;:
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islands would have made resistance a duty, if it

did not appear, from what I have already related,

that the redress of their grievances occupied the

very first deliberations of the first general assem-

bly of representatives that ever met in St. Do-
mingo. Certainly, then, no justification can be

offered for those pestilent reformers, who could

persuade these unfortunate people to seek that re-

lief by rebellion and massacre, which was offered

to them by the supreme power of the country, as

a spontaneous and voluntary concession;—the

homage of enlightened reason on the altar of hu-

manity. Concerning the enslaved negroes, how-
ever, it does not appear that the conduct of the

whites towards them was in general reprehensible.

I believe, on the whole, it was as lenient and in-

dulgent as was consistent with their own safety.

It was the mulatto people themselves who were

the hard-hearted task-masters to the negroes.

The same indignities which they received from

the whites, they directed without scruple towards

the blacks ; exercising over the latter every spc"

cies of that oppression which they loudly and justr

ly'complained of, when exercised on themselves

;

—and this is a true picture of human nature. By
what means, then, it will be asked, were the ne-

groes induced to forget their resentments, and

Join with those who were the constant olyects both

of th«ir envy and hatred ?

In order to reply to this question with as much
accuracy and precision as the subject will admif^

it is necessary to recur to the proceedings of the

two associatioDSj of which mention was made in

tlie
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trade, which h^lH a.
"""\"»on ot the slave ^^^^y^

y
vvuicn nem its meetings in the OM T„.« mi

''urprize «hich may be felt a *h
^ f^"

*'^

negroes „f St. DomCo ^ '"V''* ^*^°'* »' the

derable degree of a,to^^^^'2 "Ttnegroes in the British islanr^ a * *'"'"^«''

the example.
'"'' """* ""* g'^en them

I HAVE observed fhnf iU^ - . .

professed to have nothfnV """"^ •" ^^"''on

obtain an act of' he£227 '" ^'^ *''''" *»

father introduction ffAf' ' I'^oW^ting the

British colonief T h J""
''"'*' '"*» 'he

" claimed aSntL'ofinr/ *''"* "**^ "-
" vernment and TZlTt^^ '""' *'''' ^''-

:;-
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very diiferent lanLll" tH" "T'"'' ^'^^ '^

self (acting asSf f"" ^^ *°"«tr it-

directly and immedtlr''""'' " ""^ "' «''"duct

vour to inflamet "pubirTr
''''•' *"•»--

against the planters fh.i * f ^'*''* ^"'^'n

.- expend t;;%t.fttt*^;ftn.:riw — v..»cc.j " auis and
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^vii^'
ps^rnp^^c^s without luimber, the direct tendency
of which was to render the white inhabitants

1791,
odious and contemptible in the eyes of their own
slaves, and excite in the latter such ideas of their

natural rights and equality of condition, as should

lead them to a general struggle for freedom through
rebellion and bloodshed. In many of those writ-

ings, arguments are expressly adduced, in language
which cannot be misunderstood, to urge the ne-

groes to rise up and nuudcr their masters without
niercy.—" Resislance," say they, " is always justi-

" fiable where force is the substitute of right : nor
" is the commUsion of a civil crime pomble in a
'' state of slavery." These sentiments are repeat-

ed in a thousand difl'erent forms ; and in order

that tliey might not lose their effect by abstract

reasoning, a reverend divine of the church of Eng-
land, in a pamphlet addressed to the chairman or

president of the society, pours forth the most earw

nest prayers, in the most undisguised expressions,

that the negroes would destroy all the white people,

men, women, and children, in the West Indies

:

" Should we not (he exclaims), approve their
*' conduct in their violence ? Should we not crown

it with eulogium, if they exterminate their ty-

rants with fire and sword ! Should they even dc~

liberately inflict the most exquisite toi^tures on
those tyrants, would they not he excusable in the

" moral judgment of those who properly value

those inestimable blessings, rational and religi-

ous liberty faj ?"

tc

€t

tt

<i

€f

(a) This is a fair extract from a letter addressed to Granville

Sharp, Esq
J
chairman of the society in the Old Jewry, by the

Heverend
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Hitherto, this society had served as a model

and exemplar to that of Paris ; but a ditposition

to stop at half nieasiircs constitutes no part of

the French character ; and the society of Amis

ties Noirs resorted, without scruple, to those mea-

sures which their follow labourers in London still

hesitated to adopt: beginning with the class of

free mulattoes, because they found many of thein

in France, who became the willing instruments of

their purposes ; and who undertook to interpret

to the negroes in the French colonics the wishes

and good intentions towards them of their friends

in the mother-country. Thus an opening was

made towards conciliation and union between

the two classes. The negroes, believing that it

was only through tlie agency of the mulattoes,

and the connections of those people in France,

they could obtain a regular supply of arms and

ammunition, forgot or suspended their ancient

animosities ; and the men of colour, sensible that

nothing but the co-operati. >n of the enslaved ne-

groes (docile, as they supposed them to be, from

their ignorance, and irresistible from their num-

bers) could give success to their cause, courted

them with such assiduity as gained over at least

nine-tenths of all the slaves in the Northern pro^^

vince of St. Domingo.

There seems however to have been some appre-

hensions entertained by the leading men among

the Amis des Noirs, that the decree of the national

assembly of the 1 5th of Mav , confined as the bene-

fits of it were to the people of olour exclusively,

(and of those, to such only as were born of free

parents

)
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parents) might give rise to jealousie, «nd «,spi- chap
cions, dc»t.uctivc of that unanimity bctweea the

""•

'

d.Hcreut classes, the maintonauce of which was an
object ol the last importance. To obviate any
imsappreheusioiis on this account, as well as t»
keep the inulattoos tirni to their purpose, the Abbe
Oregoue wrote and published bis celebrated cir-
cular letter,—a performance which, if the inten-
tions of the writer had been as pure as his expres-
•lons are eloquent, would have reflected lustre o«
Ins ab.l.(.os (b). What effect this distinguished
piece ot oratory may have had on the rugledand
..ncnl,gj.tened minds of savage people, I pretend
not to ascertain. It is certain that the Abb^ Gre-
goire was considered by the negroes in St Do-
imiigo as their great advocate and patron; a sort
ofguardian angel or tutolary deity; of the good
cflects of whose h^ne^olent interposition and
triendly othces tl«;ir masters unjustly deprived
Ihem, and on whose support and assistance Ibev
might confidently rely, in the attempt, through
rebellion and murder, to obtain justice for them-
selves.

Both classes of people being thus instructed
and prepared, the decree of the 15th of May was
the signal ofrevolt, the vvarhoop ofmassat re. From
the clamour which it excited amongst aU orders of
the whites m St. Domingo ( the lower classes espe.
ciallj) the people of colour, as I hav« sliewn, had
reason to apprehend that mischiefs of an extensive
and alarnuug nature were meditated against them.

(h) The reader wlJ' and a translation of this letter at the er5Of »"c preseur Chapt©F,

The/
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CHAP. They were thus furnished with a plausible, inrfy

had they meant to have acted solely on the defen-«

sive, a justifiable cause for resorting to arms ; but,

unhappily, the strong tide of popular prejudice!

which prevailed in the mother country against the?

planters, and the great majority which voted for

the fatal decree in the national assembly, were
circumstances that inspired (hem with so danger-

ous a conlSdence in their own resources, as over-

powered all considerations of prudence, policy^

and humanity.

It must be considered, at the same time, that the

enslaved negroes (ignorant and depressed as we
suppose them to be) could not possibly be unob-

servant of these combined and concurring circum-

stances. They beheld the coloured people in open
hostility against the whites. They were assured^

that the former had the fullest support and en-

couragement from the supreme legislature of the

mother country. They were taught to believey

that themselves also were become the objects of

the paternal solicitude of the king and the na-

tional assembly, who wished to rescue them from

the dominion of their masters, and invest them
with their estates. It appeared from indisputable

evidence, that assurances of this nature were held

out to the enslaved negroes ;—assurances which
could not but excite their attention, awaken their

faculties, and rouse them to action. Whoever
shall calmly deliberate on these, and the other

facts that have been stated, will find no difficulty

in accounting for the dreadful extent of this in-

surrection ; or in assigning it to its proper cause,

and

i'F <l
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This man, who had been mi^in

^^^^ gunner wa, returned.
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of his absence. He said ha

1^°"'"^ '"'""^ °*' ^'^^ ^^"-
green meat for the pi.s he w 1

^ f"' °" '^^o''^^ '^ -««ect
who were aboutpuKir^r^'f '^^"'^"^^^ -^-^<->
Chief, finding tha't he ^t"n,S i:tt\'""

'""^'^'^' ^^
cJered that his life should be soared .V "^' '"'^'^^' or-

'A«r/W.«d They detied iZ ,

^^""^ ''"' ''" ^•'«-' -«*
compelled him to Ld dpjr^^^^^^^ ^ prisoner! and
M. Gallifet's plantation beCmtn-'"?''^'"'^'^^"^-k at
the rebels in that engagement i^TT'^' ^" '^'^ ^^^'^^^ of
^om them. Some oftiriock n.

""'-^'^^ ^^^^^ ^is e.^ap«
flicted by the rebels on tl rtl r""""'"" '"' ''"*^'^'^^ '"^'
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CHAP, represented in the strongest colouring, and the lose

^**
of the colony to France was universally appre-

hended. At this tirae^ however, no suspicion was

entertained concerning the enslaved negroes ; hut

a civil war, between the whites and the mulattoes,

was believed to be inevitable. The commercial and

manufacturing towns, predicting th^ ruin of their

ti'ade and shipping, and the loss olT their capitals

from existing dangersj presented remonstrances

and petitions to the national assembly^ urging the

necessity of an immediate repeal of all the decrees

by which die rights of the planters were invaded ;

that of the 15th of May especially. The consti-

tuent national assembly was now on the point of

dissolution, and perhaps wished to leave every

thing in peace. At the same time the tide of po*

pular prejudice, which ha4 hitherto ran with such

violence against the colonists, was beginning to

turn. Most of those members whose opinions in

colonial concerns, a few months before, had guided

the deliberations of the national assembly, were

now either silently disregarded, or treated with

outrage;—a strong and striking proof of the light-

ness and versatility of the French character. At

length a n^otion was made to annul the obnoxi-

ous decree, and (strange to tdl
!
) on the 24th of

September its repeal was actually voted by a

large majority 1—At this remarkab'-3 change of

sentiment in the supreme legislature, it is neces-

sary io pause, and remind the reader oi what was

doing at the same time in St. Domin^^o ; where

as we have seen, on the 11th of that very month,

ihe donpprdatj ox truce^ took place between the

people
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GHAP. the planters in the colony were innocent, andi

^v-*- ignorant of the transaction. Tbcy accused the

whites of the most horrid duplicity, faitllegsness

and treachery; and publickly declared that one

payty or the other, themselves or the whites, must

be utterly destroyed and exterminated I'—TherQ

was no lonpfer, they said, an alternative.

In this dispofciiion, exasperated to frenzy, the

coloured people throughout the Western and

Southern provinces flew to arms. In the Southern

province, a body of them became masters of Port

St. Louis ; but the inhabitants of Port au Prince

having been reinforced, a short time before, by

the arrival of some troops from Europe, were bet-

ter prepared, and drove the revolters from th«

city with great slaughter. They took post in the

parish of Croix des Bouquets ; but found means,

however, before their retreat, to set fire to the

city, and a dreadful conflagration ensued, in

which more than one-third of the buildings were

consui'.ied.

Open war, and war in all its horrors, was now

renewed. All the soft workings of humaniiy—

what our great dramatick poet calls the compunc^

tious vhitirif^s of nature—were now absorbed in

the raging and insatiable thirst of revenge, which

inflamed each class alike. It was no longer a

contest for mere victory, but a diabolical emula-

tion which party could inflict the most abomin-

able cruelties on the other. The enslaved negroes

in the district called Cul-ck'Sac having joined the

mulattoes, a bloody engagement took place, in

vhich the negroes, being ranged in front, and

ftctiiig
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CHAP, sembly for St. Domingo, arrived at Cape Fian9ois.

^" Much was expected from their appointment by

the friends of peace and good order ; but the se7

quel will shew that they effected very little tO;

invard^ restoring the peace of the country.

Translation of the Letter of Abbe .Gregoirc^

Bishop of the Department of Loire and Cher,

Deputy of the National Assembly, to the Ci-

ifzens of Cvlour in the French West Lidies,

concerning the Decree of the Voth of May
1791.

FRIENDS!

you were MENj—-yout are now CITIZENS.

Reinstated in the fulness of your rights, you will, in future,

participate of the sovereignty oif the people. The detree which

tlie national assembly has just published respecting you, is not

a favour; for a favour is a privilege: and a privilege to one

class of people is an injury to all the rest.—They are words

which will no Jonger disgrace the laws of the French.

In securing to you the exercise of your political jights, we

have acquitted ourselves of a debt

:

—not to have paid it, would

have been a crime on our part, and a disgrace to the constitu-

tion. The legislators of a free nation certainly could not do

less for you than our ancient despots have done.

It is now above a century ago that Louis XIV. solemnly ac-

knowledged and proclaimed your rights : but of this sacred in-

heritance you have been defrauded by pride and avarice, which

have gradually increased your burthens, and embittered your

existence.

The regeneration of the French empire opened your hearts

to hope, \\hose cheering influence has alleviated the weight of

youj;
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tended under the general words contained in those instr\ictlon».

M. Barnave himself, upon my repeated appeals to him on that

head, has at length acknowledged, before the whole assembly,

that this was the fact. It now appears how much reason I

had to apprehend that a fixlse construction would be put upon

our decree

!

New oppressions on the part of your masters, and new mi-

series on yours, uatil at length the aip of affliction is filled

even to the brim, have but too well justified my apprehensions.

The letters which I have received iVom yeu upon this head,

have forced tears from my eyes. Posterity will learn with

astonishment and indignation, that a cause like yours, the jus-

tice of which is so evident, was made the subject of debate for

no less than five days successively. Alas ! when humanity is

obliged to struggle so long against vanity and prejudice, itfJ

triumph is dearly obtained

!

It is a long time that the society of Amis dcs Noirs have em-

ployed themselves in finding out the means to soften your lot,

as well as that of the slaves. It is difficult—perhaps impos.

sible—to do good with entire impunity. The meritorious

zeal of this society has drawn upon them much obloquy. Des-

picable writers have lanced their poisonous shafts at them, and

uTipudent libels have never ceased to repeat objections and ca-

lumnies, which have been a hundred times answered and re-

futed. How often hat^e we been accused of being sold to the

English, and of being paid by them for sending you inflamma-

tory writings and arms ? You know, my friends, the weakness

and wickedness of these charges. We have incessantly recom-

mended to you attachment to your country, resignation and pa-

tience, while waiting the return of justice! Nothing has been

able to cool our zeal, or that of your brethren of mixed blood

who are at Paris. M. Rainiond, in particular, has devoted him-

self most heroically to your delence. With what transport

would you have seen this duslinguished citizen, at tlie bar of

the national assembly, of which he ought to be a member,

laying before it the atfocting picture of your mis:ri>s, and

strenuously
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«li-efluously claiming your rights ! If that assembly had sacri-
ficed them, it would have tarnished its glory. It was its du.y
o decree with justice, to explain itself clearly, and cause its
laws to be executed with firmness: it has done so; and if
(which God forbid !) some event, hidden in the womb of fu-
tunty, should teur our colonies from us, would it not be better
to have a loss to deplore, than an injustice to reproach ourselves
With ?

Citizens! raise once more your humiliated countennncej
and to the dignity of men, associate the courage and nobleness
ct a free people. The ] 5th of May, the day in which you re-
covered your rights, ought to be for ever memorable to you
and to your children. This epoch will periodically awaken i„
you sentiments of gratitude towards the Supreme Being • andmay your accents ascend to the vault of heaven, towards wiiicli
your grateful hands Mill be extended ! At length you have a
country. Hereafter you will see nothing above you but theiaw^ while the opportunity of concurring in the framin-rit
wil assure to you that indefeasible right of all mankind, ''th^
rigiit ot obeyn^g yourselves only.

You have a country
: and. it will no longer be a land of

exile, where you meet none but tyrants on tlie one hand, and
companions in misfortune on the other , the former distribut-
ing, and the latter receiving, contempt and outrage. TJ>e
groans of your afiiictions were punished as the clamours of re-
beliion

,
and situated bet.veen the uplifted poinard. and certain

death, those unhappy countries were often moistened with
your tears, and sometimes stained with your blood.
You have a country

: and happiness will shine on the seat of
your nativity. You will now enjoy in peace the fruits of. th^

Itj^r 'r'^'''^'^'''
without compulsion. The.

iLce f V ' "'""^^ "^'"'^'
^^^^^^'"S at an immense

d.stance from each other, the children of the same father, ha.
siW.-essed the voice of nature, .nd broke the bands of fVater-

x^nion take place of tho.e vile "vHies of debauchery, by vvhrch

i(i

1
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the majesty of moral sentiment has been insulted. By whiif

strange perversion of reason can it be deemed disgraceful in a

white man to marry a black or mulatto woman, when it is not

thought dishonourable in him to be connected with her in the

roost licentious familiarity

!

Thb less real worth a man possesses, the more he seeks to

avail himself of the appearances of virtue. What can be more
absurd than to make the merit of a person to consist in differ-

ent shades of the skin, or in a < rmplexion more or less sallow ?

The man who thinks at all must sometimes blush at beinjr a
man, when he sees his fellow-creatures blinded by such ridicu-

lous prejudices : but as unfortunately pride is one of those fail-

ings we most unwillingly part with, the empire of prejudice is

the most difficult to subvert : man appears to be unable to ar-

rive at truth, until he has exhausted his strength in' travelling

through the different patlis of error.

This prejudice against the mulattoes and negroes has how-
ever no existence in our Eastern colonies. Nothing can be

more affecting than the eulogium made on the people of colour

by the inhabitants of that part of the world, in the instructions

given by them, to those they have appointed their deputies to

tlie national assembly. The members of the academy of scien-

ces pride themselves in reckoning a mulatto of the Jsle ofFrance

in the number of their correspondents. Among ourselves, a

worthy negro is a superior officer of the district of St. Hypo-
lite, in the department of Gard. We do not conceive that a

difference of colour can be the foundation of different rights

among members of the same political society. It is therefore

we find no such despicable pride a.nong our brave national

guards, who offer themselves to embark for the West Indies to

insure the execution of our decrees. Perfectly concurring in

the laudable sentiments manifested by the inhabitants ofBour-

deaux, they acknowledge with them, tliat the decree respecting

the people of colour, framed under tlie auspices of prudence

and wisdom, is an homage rendered to reason and justice.

While the deputies from the colonies have endeavoured to

calumniate



ST. DOMINGO.
caTumnlate your intentions, and those of »»,. ^
<He na.lo,.. ..e -due. of UJt;: 'u™'^T 'v^"-

Vewailles
j
swearing with us in the Tenni, Courf nn. !-ee fron. us, u.til the constitution shouJbe eTt IH I '"^l

t).en declaring. wJ.n the decree of t e I5th
' J

passed, that thev co,il,l nn 1

°^ ^^y ^'•sip
,
uidi iiiey could no longer continue to sit with n<; » lu-

rklicuku, ^ej«lice„ ,„<, have promised .T?
*^""= '"^'

r ^^ """" ""^ ""* <" 'he citizen, of JacLl -X»wear ,o obey, „iu„,„, „, „,^
•'*:™'-

.
^e

m eren such of them as may substantially change itv

•^^L ""T"
""•• ™"' "'"'-'' "- n>""icipali,y to,-..ten to you, ,„ the naraeof,l«. c«n„,„„s of Port a„ pLTPunctually to obey and execute all your decre,,, ^d .^^to .werve from then, in any respect whatso..ver "

iHus has philosophy enlarged its horizon i„ the ,,.«-orM. -d soon Win absurd ptejndice. have „„ otWr T

.es. vv„h „h3, ^„^^,^ ^^^^
esclalnKd

^.ch disturbances » L ' "^ '? "'*'•"""' '» "«
'' '"• '''' ""^'''"g tlio colonics from d,e

fliiother-

l«i

.1" ''^^



:

100 HiSTOniCAL SUBVEY OF
*

CHAP, mothef-cdentry, will enable them to riefijud their creditdrs of

vri. their just debts. They have incessantly al.rmt-a us with

threats that St. Don>ingo will be lost, if justice be rendered

to yoii. In this assertion we have found nothing but false-

hood: we please ourselves in the belief, that our decree will

draw the bands still closer which unite you to the moihei'

country. Your patriotism, your interest, and ycmr aftVtiions,

will concur in inducing you to confine your commenidl con-

nections to France only; and the reciprocal tributes of in-

dustry will establish between her and her colonies a constant

interchange of riches and good otiiccs. K you act unfaith-

fully towards France, you will be the basest and most aban-

doned of the human race. But no ! gen» vous citizens, you

will not become traitors to your country : you shudder at the

idea. Rallied, with all other good Frenchmen, around the

standard of liberty, you will defend our glorious ct^nstitution.

The day shall arrive, when the representatives of the people

of colour will cross the ocean to take their seals with us, and

fiSvear to live and die under our laws. The day shall aiuive

among you when the sun will shine on none but freemen
5

when the rays (a light shall no longer fall on the fetters of

slavery. It is true, the national assembly has not yet raised

tlie condition of the enslaved negroes to a level wiih your

situation ; because suddenly granting the rtghts, 10 those who

are ignorant of the duties of citizens, n'light perhaps have

been a fatal present to them : but tbrget not, that they, like

yourselves, are born to freedom and perfect equality. It is in

the irresistible course of things that all nations, whose liberty

has been invaded, shall recover that precious portion of their

indefeasible inheritance

!

You are accused of treating your slaves much \rorse than

the whites : but, alas ! so \ arious have been the detractions

with whidi you have been aspersed, that it would be weak-

ness in us to credit the charge. If, however, there be .uiy

foundation for what has been advanced on tliis head, so con-

duct yourselves in future as to prove it w ill be a shuaieful

calnmnv hereafter. *
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How will their hearts be affected when, cohduiting them" fo'

your shores, you direct their looks towards France, telling

them, *' beyond thoS6 seas is youj parent country; it is from'

** thence we have receiv6d justice, prottdtion, happiness, and

" liberty. There dwell our fellow-citizens, our brethren, and'

'* our friends : to them we have sWorn an eternal friendship.'

" Heirs of our serttitnent;, and of our affections, may your

•* hearts and your lips repeat our oaths ! Live to love them
j

" and, if necessary, die ta defend them
!"

Signed,'

GKEGOIRE.

fans, 8th June, 1791.

{jliAi. •
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CHAP, however^ from respect to their appointment, with

politeness and submission^ both bv the gover-

nor and the inhabitants. Military honours were

shewn them, and they were led in publick proces-

sion to the cathedral, where the blessing of the

Almighty was devoutly implored for success to

their mission.

Their first proceeding, after announcing the

new constitution and form of government for the

mother-country, as confirmed by the king, was to

publish the decree of the 24th of September 1791,

"by which the fatal decree of the 15th of May was

annulled. So far all was well : but a few days

afterwards they took upon them to proclaim a ge-

neral amnesty and pardon to such people, of all

descriptions, as should lay down their arms, and

come in, within a certain prescribed time, and

take the oaths required by the new constitution.

This measure lost them the confidence of all the

white inhabitants : a general amnesty to the men
of colour and revolted slaves, was considered as

a justification of the most horrible enormities,

and as holding out a dangerous example to such

of the negroes as preserved their fidelity ; and it

lost its effect on the mulattoes, by being accom-

panied with a repeal of tlieir favourite decree.

With what contempt and indignity it was received

by the latter, the following circumstance will de-

monstrate. At Petit Goave, the mulattoes were

masters, and held in close confinement thirty-four

white persons whom they reserved for vengeance.

On the publication of this amnesty, they led

them to execution : but instead of putting them
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Troops however, as I have observed, had arr

rived from France to the number in the whole of

about four thousand; but, in the spirit of the

times, thej manifested very little obedience eithef

to the civil commissioners, or the governor of the

colony ; yet they served as a check to the rcvolt-

icrs, who would otherwise, in all probability, her

fore this time, have become masters both oi' Cape

Francois and Port au Prince. In the Northern
9 *

province, the rebel negroes indeed were supposed

to be considerably reduced by disease and famine.

Hiiving destroyed all the provision grounds, and

devoured the cattle of all kinds on the plain of the

Cape, they had now taken possession of the surr

rounding mountainous districts, and were com-

pelled by their chief leader, Jean Francois, g, ne-

gro of great sagacity, to plant provisions for their

future subsistence ; a measure which has kept the

flames of rebellion alive to the present hour.

In the meantime, the state of publick affairs in

the mother-country was tending to a great and

ominous change. Ever since the flight and sei-

zure of their unhappy king, in the month of June

1791, the faction was hourly increasing in num-

bers which was soon to lay the kingdom in ruins,

and bring the monarch himself to the scaffold,

The Jacobin party, headed by a blood-thirsty

triumvirate (a), were becoming all-powerful ;

and the society of Amis des Noirs had once more

acquired a fatal ascendancy in tlie legislative

body. On the ^l^th of February, one of them,

paused Gai^an de Coulon, after a long and inflam-

(a) Danton, Robespierre, and Marat.

matorv



ST. DOMINGO,

of tl.em, of SenVniberT^ abrogating that J^
enacting, that new /nil •

,

'^»'<>'"es; and

wmedrUirbTord^rirth '•- ^'""'^

b-t in about vo "It, T^""' " Proposition :

passed the famlr """^[^"'•ds, this assembly

of whic Htr "' "^^^'^ ^^ »f April 1793

-tl.e words foSnt"'^^
""' ''

'^ """•^'''

clarirt^.ruire^'rr';'"
ackn„,,,d,es and de-

•n the colonie oullft to . •
" ""' '^'^'^ "'=^--

litieal rights w"tht 1 , f"' '" "l"""*'^ "^ P-

'-northrpiinir''^^^^^^^ *« p""--
of the Frenr:itr;h?>;^;:f^^^^^

r^''^vard Islands, shall proceed to 2 1 '""'='=-

colonial and Daroch;..! ,, '' ''^-^'^cfion of

prescribed b/ thet r-''? f'f" *'"' "•»"«
y «ne decree of the 8th of March

'i-^l^ttx:r"'';;r"''^ '"'°^™ '^ "-^ -»« of
tobfrirm „,,j<^r ,7-.,^'""™one met the .=,,,•,,.

Vol. HI ^^^^*^a<ifc Assembly.

'
1790,

113

i <}



IH HISTORICAL SURVEY OF
f *

1792.

|l

R

'^Mf

CHAP- 1790, and the instrtictions of the national atserii-

bly of the 28th of the same month.

2d. The people of colour and free nf grocs

shall be admitted to vote in all the prirnnry and
electoral assemblies^ and shall be eligible to the

legislature and all pi i. .es of trust, provided they

possess the qualifications prescribed by the 4tl.i

article of the a foresaid instructions,

3d. I'hree ? ivil comtnissioncrs slmli be n<i?ned

for ilu: *c>k ny of St. Domingo, and four for the

islands oi Maiiiuico, Guadaloupe, St. Lucia, and
Tobago, i<j 3ee this decree enforced.

4tL. 1 HE said commissioners shall be autho-

rized to dissolve the present colonial assemblies ;

to take every measure necessary for accelerating

the convocation of the primary and elecioral as-

semblies, and therein to establish union, order,

and peace : as well as to determine provisionally

(reserving the power of appeal to the national

assembly) upon every question which may arise

concerning the regularity of convocations, the

holding of assemblies, the form of elections, and
tlie eligibility of citizens,

5th They are also authorized to procure

every information possible, in order to discover

the authors of the troubles in St. Domingo, and
the continuance thereof, if they still continue

;

to secure the persons of the guilty, y ;;i to send

them over to France, there to be put i: a state of

accusation, «&r,

6th. The said civil comraissioneis hall be di-

rected for this purpose to transmit to the national

afsembly^^ niiiiutes of their proceedings, t^vsd of the

cviuene^
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It may be supposed that the men who (reject-

ing all pretensions to consistency, and despising
the lessons of experience) first proposed this de-
cree, and finally prevailed in carrying it through
the legislative assembly, had duly considered of
the means for ensuring its execution in the colonies,

and were provided with fit instruments for that
purpose. The new commissioners nominated for

St. Domingo were Messrs. Santhonax, Polverel,
and Ailhaud, all of them among the most violent

of the Jacobin faction ; and it was resolved to
furnish them with such a force as (if properly
employed) would, it was alleged, not only esta-

blish their authority, but put a speedy end to
all the disturbances which had so long afflicted

and desolated the colony. Six thousand men,
selected with great circumspection, from the na-
tional guards, with officers whose principles were
well known to their employers, were accordingly
ordered to embark forthwith for St. Domingo.
M. Blanchelande, the governor-general, was re-
called, and a new commission of commander in
chief given to a Mons. Desparbes.

Thus appointed and provided, the civil com-
missioners and the new governor, accompanied by
a fleet of thirty transports, took their departure
from France in the month of July, probably in
much the same disposition of mind towards the
colonists, as was manifested by the Duke D'Alva
and his Spanish and Italian troops in 1568, to-
wards the inhabitants of the Low Countries. In-
flamed like them with a spirit of avarice, fanati-
cism, and revenge, they meditated on nothing but

ou
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T,.Ev landed at Cape Francois on the ISth ofSeptember and finding M. BlaLhelande at gLt
^.oner took the shortest course possible to termi-nate the dispute, by forthwith dissoIviuR the™^embly and sending the unfortunate Bla„fhl„Jea state prisoner to France, where, as to be accusedvas o be condemned, he soon afterward

"
ri hea by tlio guillotine (cj.

Dismay and terror now prevailed throurfioutthe colony. Delegates were'sent to the c vfi.n..ssio„ers from all quarters, to demand an exp"

Suspicons were already gone forth concerning theproject which the commissionersafterwardsafow!

7 of declaring a general emaneipation of the

cpubhcans as the royalists, concurred on thif oc!

"rnt th., T^'r*'
""' '""^ =''""'»'' 0" «»' ac-count, that ,f a firm and extensive coalition ofmterests among the planters could at hU Lf

iht^r/rn";:! -"'""'"^"••^ -'"•^^'«-might bavfi found that all the fprce thev had

ror the purposes which they meditated Dissi

p": e r ^r'rr.t"i^* "--^ ^-"epresent Thej declared (and confirmed the de.

(f) pJh April i;o3.
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daration wifh the solcmnilv of an oatli) that ihcr

had no wish no'- iutont^n to make any change in

the system of c ol'.sniu jijovcrnment concrrninp; the

slaves; avowing the fullest conviction that the

emancipation of those people, under the then

existing: ciix nmstances, was impracticahhv—Their
views, they said, extender? nv hii.acr than to see

the decree of the 4th of April, in favour of the

free people of colour, properly enforced ; to re-

duce the slaves in rebellion to obedience, and to

settle the future jjccvernment and tranquiMity of

the colony on a solid and permanent foundation.

These and similar declarations silenced, thoujj^h

they did not satisfy, the white inhabitants ; who
soon perceived, with unavalinp; indignation, that

the commissioners held secret communications v iili

the chiefs of the mulattoes in all parts of the

colony. By the co-operation of those people, the

commissioners soon found their strength sufficient

to avow themselves openly the patrons and pro-

tectors of the whole body o^ the free negroes and
mulattoes: s.d they nov made .lo scruple of
seizing the persons and effects of all such of the

whites as opposed their projects ; sending great

numbers of them in a state of arrest to Europe,
to answer before the national assembly to the ac-

cusations which they pretended to transmit agai ist

them. Among the per is ius irapriso: ed and
transported to France, „erc 'ompreher^d the

colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and many oth*^ i offi-

cers of the Cape regiment.

The white inhabitants now called aloud for the

election of a new colonial assembly, and hoped

that
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that the necessity of levying taxes would induce chap.
the commissioners to issue orders for that purpose

; vj^
but instead of complying with the publick re- i'9^.

quest, they substituted what was called tiiic com-
mhsionintermediaire, by nominating twelve per-
sons, six of whom had been members of the last

assembly^ to act as a sort of legislative council

:

the other six were mulattoes. To this motley
board, the commissioners delegated authority to
raise money from the inhabitants ; reserving to
themselves, however the right of appropriatinn-
and expending it, as they alone should think
pro}, r.

In the meanwhile, the new governor <Desparbes)
began to manifest some signs of dissatisfaction and
impatience. He complained that he was consi-
4e^e as a mere cypher in the government, or ra-
ther as an instrument in the commissioners' hands.
Hi« corn plaints were answered by a resolution to
ar hi pmon

;
and he avoided the fate of his

preu ce- or, Mons. Blanchclande, only by a speedy
flight ironi the colony.

Two members out of the six whites that com-
posed a moiety oi fhe commission inter,Acdioire,
met with similar tr atment. They vent«i to
offer their opinion <* a measure of finance, in op-
position to that of .Vl. Santhonax. The commis-
sioaers commended thtif nankne.^ , and M. San-
thonax i ited lium to a supper. The invitation
was ar epted; bi-^ at the hou appointed, they
found themselves uioui led b detachment of
^he military, w it. conveyed tl^em to very sorry

entertainment

tm
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entertainment in the hold of a ship, and there left
them as state prisoners CdJ-
The commissioners, in the next place, fell out

among themselves
; and Santhonax and Polvercl

determined to p quit of their associate Ailluiud.
Prudently judging, however, that the public k de-
gradation of one of their own body would reflect
some degree of ignominy on them all, tliej pre^
suaded him to be content with a proportion of the
common plunder, and silently quit the country.
Ailhaud submitted with a good grace to what he
could not avoid.

By these, and other means, above all by the
practice of bestowing largesses on the troops, and
the acquisition of a desperate band of auxiliaries,

composed of some of the revolted slaves, and va-
gabonds of all colours and descriptions, mostly
collected from the jails, Santhonax and Polvercl,
in the beginning of the year 1793, found them-
selves absolute masters of the colony. The lives
and properties of all the white inhabitants lay at
their mercy, and the dreadfid scenes which were
at that time passing in the mother-country, en-
abled these men to prosecute their purposes, and
gratify their vindictive and avaricious passions,
without notice or controul from any superior.

frfj To one of these gentlemen I am indebted for more vn-
luable and extensive information tlian I have been able to col-
lect through any other channel. In his voyiige to Europe, the
ship in which he was confined was (fortunately for him) cap,
tured by an English frigate, which brought him to England,
where I Jiftd the happiness to render him some acceptable service.
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A VERY quick interchange of letters took place
between the new governor and the commissioners.
He desired them to repair immediately to the
Capo, that he might communicate the instructions

he had received fiom the executive council. They
answered that he was an entire stranger to them

;

th:itthey had seen no decree of the national con-
vention by which they themselves were super-
seded, and that being- vested with authority to
suspend or appoint a governor, as they alone
might think proper, he could only he considered
as an agent subordinate to themselves :—They
added, that they were then assembling an army to

suppress a rebellion in the town and neighbour-
hood of Port au Prince; but as soon as that

business was at an end, they would repair to the
Cane.> and examine into the validity of his preten-
sioi.i.

On the 10th of June the civil commissioners,
having reduced Port au Prince and Jacmel, ar-
rived at the Cape. The streets were lined with
troops, and they were received by Galbaud with
attention and respect. A very serious altercation

however immediately took place between them,
highly disadvantageous to the governor. There
exi&ted, it seems, a decree of the ancient govern-
ment, unrepealed by the national assembly,
enacting- that no proprietor of an estate in the
West Indies should hold the government of a
colony wherein his estate was situated, and M.
Galbaud was possessed of a coffee-plantation in

St. Doningo. When therefore he was asked why
he had not acquainted the executive council with

^ • this
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Ibis circumstance, he was utterly disconcerted chap.
ana liad no rcpl^ to make. "'"

On (he ]3th, the commissioners ordered M
Galbaud to embark forthwith o,, board the sIood
ot war La Normande, and return to France Athe same time thej sent instructions to Mons de
la halle, whom they had left commandant at Portau Prmce to repair to the Cape and receive from
»'en., in the name of the French rcpublick, (hecommand of the colony.
The seven following days were spent on both

sides .„ mtrigues, and p.epara(io.s for hostilities.
Galbaud s brother, a man of spirit and enternrize,
had collected from among the inhabitant:, th^Cape nnhtia, and the seamen in the hurbonr a

oTif ^9n^ *?,
'"P'""'* *''" ?-»vernors authority.On the fiOth, the two brothers landed at the head

of one thousand two hundred sailors, and beincjomed by a considerable body of volunteers, im"
mediately marched in array towards the govern-
ment house, in which the commissioners were
stationed^ The latter were de<-endcd by the
people of colour, a body of regulars, and one
piece of cannon. The conflict was iierce and
DIoody, The volunteers manifested great firm-
ness, but the seamen getting possession of a winece lar, soon became intoxicated and ungovern-
al>le

;
and the column was obliged to retire to the

royal arsenal, where they remained the ensuinp-
ni^ 'it unmolested. *

The next morning many skirmishes took placem he streets, with various success, i„ one of which
&a.baua s orotlier was taken prisoner by (he com-

niMsioiiers'

I ^1
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criAP. missioners' troops ; and in another, the seamen
that MXM-e fijrhtin- on the part of Galbaiid made
captive Polverel's son ; and now an extraordiiiary
circumstance occurred. The «;overnor sent a flafr

proposing: that his brother might be exchanged
for the commissioner's son ; but Polverel rejected
the proposal with indignation ; declaring in
answer, that his son knew his duty, and was pre-
pared to die in the service of the republick.

Rut a scene now opens, which, if it does not
obliterate, exceeds at least, a!i that has hitherto
been related of factious anarchy, and savage
cruelty, in this unfortunate colony. On the first

approach of Galbaud with so large a body of
seamen, the coiuuiissioiicrs dispatched agents to
call in to their assistance the revolted negroes ;

oiferiiig them an unconditional pardon for past
offences, perfect freedom in futme, and the
plunder of the ci<y. The rebel generals Jean
Fran9ois and Biassou, rejected their offers; but
on the 2 1st, about noon (just after that Galbaud
and most of his adherents, finding their cause
hopeless, had retired to the ships) a negro chief
called JMuccuja, with upwards of three thousand
of the revolted slaves,, entered the town, and began
an universal and indiscriminate slaughter of men,
women, and children. I'lie white inhabitants fled
from all quarters to the sea-side, in hopes of find-
ing shelter with the governor on board the ships
in the harbour; but a body of the mulattoes cut off
their retreat, and a horrid butchery ensued, which
continued with unremitting fury from the 21st^
to the evening of the 2^d; when the savages'

having
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having murdered all the white inhabitants that chapfell m their way, set fire to the l.nildines a„,
""

IJamcs. The commissioners themselves cithprternhed at beholding, the lamentable aTd exten

rtr'tf
•"'"^'' *'-^l'a«l oceasionert af dto tust the.r persons with their rebel allies-^;sht proteetion under cover of a sMp of fheme. rhe proclamations which they publLheli«om time to time in palliation of their c,nl,tn.anifest a consciousness of guilt whic co wllbe suppressed, and form a record of their v^lai

perhaps in the new world • and hpri T i! ,i
^"^

for the Div^r^nf ih 1 '

.

^^^ ^ ^^^^^ close

pfcre^rLri^^^^^^^^^^^

trave.;-reJoiciSi:tth;v:atir*'' ^^ *"

MitTON.

Cfj Wlien this was writ^*>ii ft, ^t

Saathonax alone sunl^ P^Uel cl 7 ''' "°^ ^^"°^ ^^^^

i'as lately appeared before the nJ 1 '" '^^'- S''''"^^"^

«ounced^«^Lfe,,; ' '^' "'^'^^^
^^^^"^l^^X- and been prt,.
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and liave the pleasing task to perform of render-

ing due Iioma^-e to tlie gallant and enterprizing

spirit of mv countrymen in their noble—but alas !

hitherto unavailing—endeavours to restore peace,

subordination, and good government on this

theatre of anarchy and bloodshed. Previous to

which, however, it will be a relief and satisfac-

tion to the reader to be presented with a picture

or state of the colony, as it existed in the days of
its prosperity ;—its culture, population, and pro-

duce ;—its growing importance and commercial
Talue. Hitherto, we have contemplated nothing

but scenes of desolation.—We shall now behold

a pleasing contrast in the blessings of regular go-

\ernnient : due subordination, social order, ex-

tensive commerce, peaceful industrv, increasing

cultivation, smiling plenty, and general happi-

ness ! The conclusions to be drawn from the con-

templation of scenes so dillerent in their nature,

arc of importance to ail mankind.

77; e JccoNu' . :cn above of the Destruction of the

t2itij of Cape Fran<;ois, -ojas drawn up with as

much Caution an the Case seemed to require, from
Information transmitted to the Author bt) Per-
so-ns in Jamaica and St. Domingo, some of
whrrni differed in mamj essential circumstances

from others. He hjid afterwards an Opportu-
nity of conversing personally on the Subject with

aGaitleman of St. DomingOy on ivhose veracity

and

p
j
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and Honour he could place the fullest Depend- chapnnce, i^jhom he ,vas favoured ^Uk Ike fi
"'"

/owing \ote, or Memoranda i„ WriUn'r Jnch
'" '^'"'"^ best tola, before Us Readei^Z^'^,

NOTES SUR L'eveNEMENT Dl) CAP.

LE General Galbaud avoit manrl.'. ,.. ,-• .

ml.ai^» Sa,Uh„„ax et Polverel, 2 ^
"tie™ h ^„

""™-
•.e,«; les coinmisaires se so,,. dctonZn ',""''"
•e.-rede S. Marc. d'of. ils so,,, partt e si ,

,;^'
"'"""" ''^'^

..ere a.se^ audacieuse pour e„ imposcr.
'' ' ""' "'^-

aare.se, ,,„ prodamatio,,, ,(„! „,,|„,„„ie ,„,„ co.nrilfoUo , !450 n„lle l,vrc,,, dont la perception a hi fme do I

,v.|»vioie„a., e.,„i -aupiu/dupiiia;:: t::i:;;:r
Le General Galbaud n'avait fait ancune di.no.HI .

,
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>, aelle,ida,t qu aucun pioprietaire dans la colonie pat v con,
-. "der my avoir d'autori,6; et acru-ercntM cll\ -^
u,.,n>„,e „u conseil execu.if ..u'.l .-ait ^"^^^ " ^'"^

des cZ;- Lres!:"'' ""Vf""
"" '" "^^ >^^'- -^S--'unn.-,s,aires prcp^ajient Jes espr ts a les laisst^r fu,-^ .f

Galbaud, voyant que persoiine ne s'emnres..U .1. . •

-^ prevoyant sans doute une chute Imm^t n ,

";'""'

et il .Vn,~"n;'^'
"^^ •'"' '" '"' ^«"'-'" *" Je cha,n,,;

«
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Le I7Galb*id reiinit tous les matelots de la rade etceux'
des vaisseaux de guerre, et pvojette de descendre a la ville du
t^api ilfait son debarquemcnt le 18, et marche au gouverne-
ment, ou logeaient les commissaires, qui instmits des mouve-
mens de Galbaud, reiinirent les troupes qui leurs etaient de-
vouces, et particulierement les mulatres, et les embusquerent
dernere les murs du gouvernement, dans toutes les issues, sur
168 terrasses, &c. Aussitot que les matelots furent a portee de
pistolet, on fit des decharges, qui en tuerent et blesserent un
grand nombre, neanmoins les mulatres furent ebranlus deux fois

j
niaisledesordredans les matelots determinale General Galbaud
afairesa retraite a I'arsenalj lA, il fit une proclamation pour
inviter les bons citoyens a se reimir a lui, pour chasser les com-
missaircs, qui voulaient usurper le gouvernement. De..--lors les
commissaires relinirent aux mulatres tous les ucgres de la ville,
qui avaient deja pris parti dans Taction en nssassinant dans la'

ville toutes les troupes qui leurs avaient servis a leur expedi-
tion

i et les placerent par pelotons a chaque coin des riies, et des
quun Wane voulait sortir de chez lui, ou paraissait aux fenetres.'
il etait fusille.

Pendant ce terns, et des que les commissaires eurent appvia
les mouvemens de Galbaud, ils avaient depeche des expri^s aux
chefs des brigands, pour les engager a venir a leur secours, et
leurs offraient le pillage de la ville.

Le 19 Galbaud capitule a I'arsenal, et se rend abord : il y en
mis en etatd'arrestation, ainsi que I'Amiral Cambis, et le Contre-
Amiral Sercey, qui sont depouill^s de lew commandement.
Une proclamation des conimissaires avait pre:edamment a

cet event-ment, mis a contribution 3? negociants, ou riches par-
tlculiers, pour une somme de 6/5 mille livres, qui parrait avoir
^te exigee et payee sur I'heure. Le J 9, au soir, le 20, le 21 , les
brigands entrent de toutes parts dans la ville du Cap, ayant a lour
tete leurs chefs, et on assure que M. de Grasse s'y est (rouve
aussi. Le pillage, les massacres, les flanimes deviennent ef-
froyables; les hommes, les femmes, lesenfans, sont assassines.
massacres, et cprouvent toutes les horreurs imaginables. lis ont
cu la barbarie de renfermer et de bnCder dans une maihon plus
de 300 personnes toufes vives.

Les malheureux de tout sexe, de tout age. qui cherchaient a
se sauver en gagnant des embarcations, oii a la nage, etaient
fusilles meme dans lean.



ST. DOiVIINGO.

'om deai„d„3 con„rtou; at^'
° "'?' '"' 1"" '« """cs «

plus qu'on nose I'esperer
personnes abord, c'«,

jeut^:ri;:Lrrp^: d'Tivt "r^ '^-'=''-- >» -
•=•« are prir& a ceCate "' f

'^" ''''-''"' " P'-i"'"

tiouveaucune suUisance
''"'"'^ "'«'''' "> »"ront

Les commissaires ont re<itA c^c^, .

-™^ge e. ie n,as.ac /diet"' '-"quilles pendant .„

»"rere.p.es,erdansso.brartecL ;'"'; °" •" ™ ^"""""'^

Le 23 nrocla,,. ,v J
^ reconnaissance.

Panirles .caer^ts/qui vom a w T^ .'^''''' « de iaLr

•ncore. P "'
'' 'o"' '"^e, & la viUe funiait
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CHAP. IX.

SituniiQn, Extent, and general Description of St.

Dumingo—Origin of the French Colonij, and

Topographical Description of the several Pro-

vinces into which the French Possessions were

divided— Their Popnlation, and Produce—Ship-

2nng and Exports—Compared with the Returns

of Jamaica.

THE island of St. Domingo is situated in the

Atlantick Ocean, about three thousand five hun-

dicd miles tVom the land's end of England ; the

eastern point Iving in north latitude 18" 20', and

in longitude (>8MG' W. from Greenwich. The

island extends about one hundred and forty miles

in the broadest part, from north to south, and

three hundred and ninety from east to west. In

a country of such magnitude, diversified with

plains of vast extent, and mountains of prodigi-

ous height, is probably to be found every species

of soil which nature has assigned to all the tropi-

cal parts of the earth. In general, it is fertile in

the highest degree ; every where well watered,

and producing almost every variety of vegetable

nature, for use and 'beauty, for food and luxury,

which the lavisli hand of a bountiful Providence

has bestowed on the richest portion of the globe ;

and the liberality of nature was landably seconded

by the industry of tlie inhabitants. Until those

and devastations which I have had the
• r 1

pOriUiUi
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sions of Franrp .n ihi 1 1 V * *"® posses^

coast more especial] v inL , u"
'""""<='"

t"e ancient cit/f™™ IMe let£ l''""''
•''''

t":/: t:.n^;^^^^^^^^^^^^ The :::!

horses, and horned eattfe ; f^ the Sn, "T'havn,g exterminated the sin pi "JaJrT^'
nafves. supplied their place'titl^'drfd'^mcstick animals, which rnnn" ., ,

^^® ^^ «o-

t'p'ied he,o„d
::::^:^'"i:::^c'r:'-ranny of man convert the fn.Ji , ,

'""^ '-y-

fis^l.o«.-creat„res iL^a t't ^Stir

f

I" the present case, howev.r, the cr 'e h !down its own punishment •--
, nn •

i^

'"'^'''

aln.ost revenged the To gs of^'heS t"^"r'cans;~and who does not wi,!, T 7 '^ '^™'=-

hilion, and en,.U.J.T.
'*'' ''a'avance, am-

iii th

and cruelty may be thus al
«u- own projects

J-' --iitaiiy
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The reader is doubtless apprized that T here al-

lude to the establishment in St. Loining' , oi *hat

daring and desperate band of adventurers, the //««

canters ;—an association constituted of men of all

countries and descriptions, but of whom it may
truly be s:iid, that if self-preservation be a law o''

nature, the hostilities which they maintained for

upwards of fifly years against their oppressors,

were more justifiable and legitimate in their

origin^, than all the wars which the pride and am-
bition of kings and nations have occasioned, froiii

the beginning of the world to the present hour.

As the cruelty of the Spaniards first compelled

these men, from a sense of common danger, to

unite their strength, so the blind policy of stock-

ing with rattle a country of sucli extent, became

their si pport ; for the flesh of those animals sup-

plied J </' with food, and they purchased arms,

animuiii^cai, and clothing with the skins.

Of the rise of these people, and the primary

Cause of their combining together to make repri-

sals on the Spanish settlements, a short account

may be necessary : I have elsewhere treated the

sulyect more at large (a).—They consisted ori-

ginally of a body of French and English planters,

whom, in the year 1G29, a Sj^anish armament had

expelled from the island of St. Christopher, with

circumstances of , outrageous barbarity. Driven

from thence, by a force which they could not re-

sist, as the only alternative of escaping from

slaughter or slavery, they fled in open boats with

their families, and possessed themselves of the

(aj Vol, I. Book ii. C. 2.

small
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cicedLave left t le^c poor propJe to nuiQ-e over

.Tnall
,. .ocenpi.

1 island of 7or,, .a. .aua.od ch.,..
with.,, f,,vv ,n,|,« of .he norll.cr,, .„ast ,.f St

'"•

ab:"Z, ."7.^r'^-i-edt.,aco,.:!d''

U,«, ,v|,„„, the avanee and cruelty of the S.,a-mards had eo„,peIled, in li .. „,„„„, '',.='^,^,

« e.- the ocean for shelte,-, afte,- I
„.'

,,it„e!"dthe massacre of ma.,j „f their . even to thevo„.e„ and children. Co,n,,a, .„ Id lithese poor ex.les learnt ,nutnai rbearance [ ^

t'"
^"""""'." ^"n-i"g«; lb,-, although theyl "

composed ot t ree ditfcent nations, ^theyI^*o
1
a l.ved for son.e years in perfect l,ar nonvv.th

,
..,.„ other. Their n,«le of litb contrih ilto produce the sa.ne beneficial eiiect : ti„di^.

••ountry of „„„easnrahle extent in thei !^^hbourhood abounding in cattle, their ti.ne y Leh-eay occup ed in hunting
; an employ,„;

tte,n both exercse and food. The plains of St
.^''.'""S".««re considered, ho,veye , .nerely ,she,r hnufng-grounds

: Tortuga cont nuod Lt.ome, and place of .etreat Here their to,^
». d jo„„g people cnltiyat, d „„«„ pla,,,,, on oftobacco (an herb, of „hi.,„ i„ hot and , ;,!t di

Ijlhe goye™„>e„t of Spain had been actuated
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the wilderness unmolested. It ought to have

known, that the occupation of hunting diverted

them from projects of vengeance, and deeds of

greater enterprize ; but tyranny is without fore-

sight, and the restless and remorseless bigotry of

the Spanish nation allowed the fugitives no re-

spite. An armamont was collected, and prepa-

rations made to efl'ect their utter extermination ;

the commanders of which, taking occasion when
the ablest of the men had resorted to the larger

island in tlieir usual pursuit, landed a body of

soldiers at Tortuga, and making captives of the

women and child^'en, the old and infirm, caused

them all to be massacred without mercy.

It does not appear that the misera])le people

who were thus pursued to destruction, like beasts

of prey, had been guilty of any outrages or de-

predations on the ships or subjects of Spain, which
called for such exemplary vengeance. Neither

was it imputed to them as a crime that they

had possessed themselves of Tortuga, or that they

roamed about the deserts of St. Domingo in pur-

suit of cattle which had no owners. Their c:uilt

consisted in the circumstance of being born out of
the Spanish territories, and presuming neverthe-

less to venture into any part of the New World
;

for the arrogant presumption and extravagant sel-

fishness of this bigoted nation, led them to appro-
priate all the countries of America to themselves.

They claimed even tlie sole and exclusive right of
sailing on any such part of the main ocean as,

in their judgment, constituted a portion of the

newly-
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^vere is«!npH f^ ii
,/" 'P"^*^^' ^'^^^ s*nct orders chap.

Z ? ! ^ *^ ^" *^^^*^ coniniandcrs, by sea and '^•
land to scze the ships and subjects ofTo^erP opie t at should be found withiu the bouida

V iidt manner those orders were executed

wuo would allow of no peace with them ie ^i

records or time be consulted; Han innp.! k-ade to that rule of conduct/.;11"
( f J„^eloquent expression of Lord Coke) iLr/Z Z

lustory and reason determine, whether any i„,t 'nl

'

on.ostd,ty in the annals of .nankind, can" e I
d cause no dangers were too formidable, no ol>acles too great. I„„red by their ^ode „f,fe"o tJ.e ..e.ss.tudes of the cli.nato, united anJnt

^^r-^t '"'""'*'"^ ''^ "" *'"= "o'ives a 3PasMons which can inflame the hum,,. n,i,„ig.oat exertion, they beca,ne the most tnSueantagonists wh.ch the Spaniards I,ad evere, t ,tcreo, and displayed such deeds ofvalour a 7,cess ul ei,terp..i.e, as (all circumstances^^^
<^'I) have never been equally before or si,.ce

iJ/7i.T
P"'^' "'"""'''' ••"iveutnrers (chieflV nafves of Normandy) the [.rench colon i„ g^n.^m.|0 derived its „rigi,i. By wh.t "me ^S';»H,c .nauccd to separate from (heir associate, ia

lianger,
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CHAP, danj^cr, to relinquish Ihe gratification of revenge
and avarice, and exchange the tumults of war for

the temperate occupations of husbandry, it is nei-

ther within mj province nor abiht}' to explain.

Many of them, without doubt, were men who had
been driven from Europe by indigent circum-
stances and desperate fortunes; some, by the

cruelty of creditors ; and others, perhaps, by the

consciousness of their crimes. Captivated by the
rcn >wn, and allured by the wealth of the Buca-
niers, they joined in their expeditions against the

Spaniards from no better motives than those of
plunder and rapine; and to such men must be
imputed those outrages and excesses which have
stamped the proceedings of the whole association

with infamy (bj. But there is a time for all

•

(b) I conceive, however, that these have been wonderfully

magnified and exaggerated. The narrative called The History

of the Bucaniers, published towards the latter end of the last ceu-
tury, which has been quoted by writers of all descriptions ever
since as of unquestionable authority, was originally written in

Dutch, by one John Esquemeling, who confesses that he had
been one of the Bucaniers, and was expelled from their society.

The reports of such a writer ought' to have been received with
great caution

5 but there is a still stronger circumstance to ex-
cite suspicion ; and it is this : The English work is not taken
from the Dutch original, but from a Spanish translation ; and
to suppose that a Spaniard would speak favourably of the Bu-
caniers, is the very excess of human credulity. Not havin^r the
original book to refer to, I cannot pronounce with certainty «

biit I am of opinion, that many of the tragical stories concern*
ing the torture of the Spanish prisoners, .and the violation of the
women, are interpolations of the Spanish translator I form
this conclusion from the malignity displayed towards the cha-
racter of the famous Sir Henry Morgan. If we may believe

the

ec
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tilings
; and the chansre of lifp in *!.«„

fir.s the ob.e.atio„^;::i;irir z;
'-'•

. ^^
gratef.,1 to culture, so there is no dispositionno c,,,,,,ter in mankind, which .nay not by

r:7e^cS"r'"^"^"-^^^^
forhm./

influence of poverty. To afortunate exemption from the handof power and

t ^''"''*^ "•*'• "'•'•^J' they were suyZT^M,

- would have produced Is:^^*:^;'::^

by tl.e ^vay acted under aInh ' ^". *'' "^'5' ™'' (»ho
Prizal from governmem) 2 ,m i"""™"

""' ''=""^ "^ «"
commended by ,re^/ 5 p

'" "'' I"""''' "» ^ea, was «.
government o/jamai!f at,?"''*

'° ."' ,'"' »"-«- '" ,h.

-U-governor in th eLr" a 1 rt''^
pointed iieute-

tl.e honour of knightl.ood fromW Ch , 'r?™""'
'"=''""«'

xemainder of his life «„
'"""/^'"S Charles 11. and passed the

'-dne.,s of a friendt, It iiSThT i"/'™"^'^- '^^ «»
perusing .some of Sir C^V M„ ' "^ "" °PP«™ilyof
""•> Ihis [ will sa,. ,hl^7 ^ '"' ''"^'''••^ P""l« l«l4.
-.y. justice. "hSli^r a dTir?'

^"^"
^,
'^"" "' "--

b-n g,o.,y traduced? or ,l,rt' IFT "-"- '--jther

'i™gi--a character iU-suitldtoLf u' ^f"'" ''^'P'^"^
of the man. '" ""' *^'"'' "nd feai-fcss temper

r<y %ppeaii Settlements, Vol. II. p. ,09.

sloth.
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cjjAP. sloth, not industry, is the ofispring of wretched-

^^y^^ ness.

Of the pros^ressive pursuits of those people in

extending the footing which they had obtained,

until the French government accepted their sub-
mission, acknowledged them as faithful subjects,

and availed itself of their labours,—and the final

cession to France of the western part of St. Do-
mingo, by the peace of Ryswi( k, the reader will

find an ample account in the history of this island

by Perc Charlevoix. It is therefore unnecessary
for me to detail what an author so well informed
in the ancient transactions of the colony, has
written. All that my English reader will expect,

is an account of the political and topographical
state of the colony; its populatif>n, produce, and
exports at the time my History commences ; and
these particulars will be found in what remains
of the present Chapter.

The possessions of the French in St. Domingo,
as I have elsewhere observed, were divided into

three great departments, called the Northern, the
Western, and the Southern Provinces. The North-
ern Province comprehended a line of sea-coast

extending about forty leagues, from the river Mas-
sacre to Cape St. Nicholas, and contained ( in-

cluding Tortuga) twenty-six parishes. Its popu-
lation, in the beginning of 1790, consisted of
11,996 white inhabitants of all ages, and 164,656
negro slaves. The number of sugar plantations

was 288, of which £.58 made what is called clai/cd,

or soft white sugar, and 30 muscovado, or raw
It reckoned 2,009 plantations of coflee.sugar.
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66 of coHon, 443 of indigo, and 213 smaller esta r«..blishmonts, such p. „„.!;.:__
""" *^"'*''-lil,M.™„n#„ 1.

""»"""" '''•J smaller esta-

^ve^f '•! "' P^^'ion-Srounds, cacao-groves, tan-p,ts, potteries, brick-kilns, &cUp (l,e towns and harbours in the NorthernProv.nce, the chief were those of Ca„e FrancosFort Dauphm, Port Do Pai.v, and Cane S N
'

chola.
1 3han treat on,, of the tirst aT/the,^.:ThE town of Cape Franvois (which in time of

Z:'^r1 "?"' ^''"^'' S"vern,ne„t) "u dbate ranked for beauty and resvnlari,,, amon«-

It consisted of be(v.een eight and nine hund ed

some and commodious, besides shops and ware-houses
; and It contained two magnificent squaresornamented each with a publick founil' Thechief publick buildings were the church

; thegovernment-house (f„,.merlv a convent belo gi gto tie Jesuits); a superb barrack for troopt aroyal arscna
; a prison . n)n, i.„ .

'

hosnifni. vl
'^

u
P'a>-liouse

;
and two

liospitals. 1 he number of free inhabitants of allcolours was estimated at eight thousand, e«l„sive of the king's troops and sea-faring' pe„'

tl.otisa.ul. Ihe situation of the town, however;»sn„ tobe commended. It was bait a the«.t ot a very high mountain, called iJm^
'I" Cap winch abounds indeed with sprin<.s of-celient water, and fu.,,,,,, , ,,,„t ^ -;

«JS=uu.n vegelablcs, but it inlerccpted Ih, \LT-viad, and reverberated the rays ot tiie sun Thetown arose to opulence chiefly f.„m the com,,,.!
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diousness of its harbour, and the extreme fertility

of the plain adjoining it to the east, a district

fifty miles in length, and twelve in breadth, ap-
propriated solely to the cultivation of sugar (the
plantations of which were divided from each other
only by hedges of citrons and limes), and yielding

greater returns than perhaps any otlier spot of the
same extent in the habitable globe.

The town of Cape St. Nicholas consists of
about 250 houses, which are chiefly built of Ame-
rican wood . It is sheltered by a hight bluff, called
the Mole; and having been a free-port, was a place
of considerable trade, and particularly resorted to
by the ships of America. It is chiefly known,
however, for the safety and extent of its harbour,
which is justly called the key of the Windward
passage ; and the fortifications towards the sea are
reckoned among the strongest in the West Indies.

On the side of the laud they are overlooked by the
surrounding heights, and hence it is concluded,
that although it might be difficult to take the
place by an invading armament, it would be still

more difficult to retain it afterwards, unless pos-
session was obtained also of the interior country.

The WY'stern Province began at Cape St. Ni-
cholas, and extending along the line of coast

which forms the bight of Leogane, for upwards of
one hundred leagues, terminated at CapeTiburon.
It contained sixteen parishes, and four chief towns,
namely. Port au Prince, St. Marc, Leogane, and
Petit Goave ; besides villages, of which those of
Gonaives, Arcahaye, and Croix des Bouquets, are

uot
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«iot inconsiderable. The onlv «.„„J i. i

tl'is great extent nf . ^ ^"^ harbours in chap.

P-infe and r ',' "" "'"''' "f Po^ au '^•

PoRT AU Pp. .'
^»™«t"n«'' much exposed

Wesaa/„„iS--^^^^^^^^
/he situation is low and marshy, and the cI

'

^f-^'•n consequence, very unhealthy.^ It is surround Hmoreover hv i.iiio u- i
"^ ^''*'» sunounaed

and fbll K '
'^'"''' '^•""™and both the townand the harbour

; but both the hills and fhV! i
'ej-s are abundantly fertile Tn fl?„ ?• •

'^*'"

the noble plain of cV, H « " "*"'"'^''

thirtv tn f„ ; •, .
'*'^*'=' Mtending from

n^U Sn^d " '"
l™-1''

'^ "•"•= " "-=""'"»m 11 coiitdined one himdipfl anA fi^

Jvery ,0.,96, f Sro^sTctJedXirisfof muscovado 822. p,,„,,tionsoSS ff

cotton
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CHAP, cotton 4SD, of indigo 1,952, besides 243 siiialle^

settlements.

The Southern Province, extending upwards of
sixty leagues from Cape Tiburon, along the south-
ern coast of the island to L'Ance a Pitre, contain-
ed twelve parishes, and three chief towns, Les
Cajes, Jeremie, and Jacmel ; places of which I

shall hereafter have occasion to speak, li pos-
sesses no safe harbours, and its roads are dan<>eroug.

The shipping that load at Lcs Coje take refuge,

during the hurricane season, at La Baye dcs
Flamands.

The population in this department was com-
posed of 6,037 whites, and 76,812 negro slaves.

Its establishments consisted of 38 plantations of
white sugar, and ] 10 of muscovado ; 214 coflee-

plantations, 234 of cotton, 765 of indigo, and 119
smaller settlements.

The quantity of land in cultivation through-
out all the parishes was 763,923 carreaux fcj,
equal to 2,289,480 English acres, of which about
two-thirds were situated in the mountains ; and
that the reader may have x state of the agriculture

Tots

Ce) The carreau of land in St. Domingo is 100 paces square,
of3^ French feet each ; the superficies 122,500 feet. The Paris

foot is divided into twelve inches, and each into twelve lines
;

wherefore, if we suppose each line to be divided into 310 parts,

the Paris foot will be 1440 parts, the London 1350. These
proportions were settled by the Royal Academy of Sciences.

The Jamaica acre contains 43,5GO English feet superficial mea-
sure; which being multiplied by 1,350, and^the total divided
by 1,440, gives 40,837-5-, or about one-third part of the carreau
of St, Domingo.

at

#
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at one view, I s}..ll subjoin a summary of (he pre- chJ
I Kr^r^ ''•'•'" '-'^-^ ^'

-^'^pp- that :-
mo! ' "^ contained, the beginning of

t!'^2

P'"^"*^*'"^"^ ^^ ^'ajed sugar,
"^ - of muscovado.

14S

Total - 793 plantations of su^ar

^^*^' - of coffee,

™^ - of cotton,
^^J(iO . of indigo,

^oo „ ^^ ^^^«o, or chocolate,
b^o smaller settlements, chiefly for rais-

ing grain, jams, and other ve-
getable food.

Makin
to establishments of all kinds

%ougliout tie CQloiij.

The population in 1 7B0, on a like summary a„-pearslo have been 30,831 wl. , of l>„ h^
'^

a..d a„ a,.es (exclusive of Eu.pea, t'otraTdea-fa„ng people), and 434,4'i neg o ^ll :fIn tins account, however, the domesfcfc slave

*

and negro mcchanicks employed in the s-veTaitowns, are not commehenrfpfl Ti
s^^eral

about 4f, (1(1(1
,"l'"^'"'™«''- Thej amounted to

slave!;.! ;";'' ™'"^'' the number of ne^ro»la>es throughout the colony 480,000
"

Of the free people of colour, no verv »c<-,.r„.account was obtained. Mons. MaZ s t, eTnendant, reported them in 1 787 at abo^ 2 000In 1 790, the general opinion fixed them at s/oOOThe exterior appearance ofthe colony, as 1 have

observed

• L--?*

1 s'l

•
1 fM

'i. ^

'i^'

1 ';i
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CHAP, observed in another place, every where dem(>»?-

stratcd great and increasing prosperity. Cultiva-

tion was making rapid advances over the country.

The towns abounded in warehouses, which were
filled with the richest commodities and produc-

tions of Europe, and the harbours were crowded
with shipping. There were freighted in 1787,

for Europe alone, 470 ships, containing 112,^53

tons, and navigated by 11,220 seamen. Many of*

them were vessels of very large burthen ; and the

following is an accurate account, from the inten-

dant's return, of the general exports, on an aye-

rage of the years 1787, 1788, and 1789; viz.

Average exportsfrom the French part of St. Do-^

mingo, before the Revolution.

Llvres.

Clayed sugar - - lbs. 58,642,214 - 41,049,549

Muscovado sugar lbs. 86,549,829 - 34,619,931
Coffee • - lbs. 71,663,187 - 71,663,187

Cotton - - lbs. 6,698,858-12,397,716
Indigo - - Hhds. - 951,607- 8,561,463

Molasses - - Hhds. - 23,061 - 2,767,320
An inferior sort ofi TT, J o />nn oif»/»^/^

II J* ai fHhds. - 2,600- 312,000
rum, called taffia

J

Rawhides ^ N° 6,500 - 52,000
Tan'd ditto - N° 7,900- 118,500

The total value at the ports of ship-1 ,^, ^^. ^^^
ping, in livres of St. Domingo, was J ' '

being equal to 4,956,780/. sterling money of
Great Britain ; and if all the smuggled articles

1 wer#
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«ven,i.,i„..,4:;:r:t2;':''™'^^M. exceed -

e^u't will ,,e <•„„ deX .. r"'"
''""''"'' '"=

Jamfica rovrL.,«;:"';'
*'"'* ""-' "'-•*"" "f

ofthoi.. no.ro
"

7, 1 ''''"''"''" *''« '"*''""«

verdure to p,o.,„„,.e ,,;';;,
^''"":'''

f''^^^
1

fxistenee. The ivnV "'""•'' ''^"1 ""

'l;8-...us benefit which "resulted
'

Jt ''TI'lai.ters from tl„. ,vst»„, „f !
' ''''"<^^''

'-cI-nex<..e„,e,,i1::tL r».*''-•-^^--
«aS^^v.neh,,a.,,re;,asdt^to

;:.::;:r7'-ma,ea, except i„ a very few places b„ t'
bestowed on many ,,,,,,

,,'j'.'

g, A f

"* '"'^ ''"''.V

|.epla.,te,.sthe,.e\!.Ui;:a iS^^
*lie happier success CfJ-

And

g'ven, both in quantities nnd value
"'"'"^"^ ^^°^^

^- to give ti ioii.:^i^tw"''' ^"'r^
^^'^ «^-' ' -.

«s Uie subject u-iJ] admit
" ""'"^^ ^^"'^.^^^ ^« trufi>.

Q-u':^:!:;:^::::!^^ M.-ibaroux.an.,

Vol, 111.

'

" ' ^ ^^-^'^*
'' >'^;^^'^ trow six to seven thousnnd
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And such, in the days of its prosperity, was the

French colony in the island of St. Domingo. I

have now presented to my readers both sides of

the medal. To Great Britain, above all other

nations of the earth, the facts which I have re-

lated may furnish an important lesson ; and it is

such a one as requires no comment

!

pounds weight of muscovado sugar for each carrcau in canes j

the average is - - 6,500

Jaquizi - - ^,Q(yO

Jjimonade - - 9>000

Quartier Morin - - 6,000

Plaine du Nord, Limbe, Petite Ansa 5,000

The average of the whole is 6,700 lbs, each carreau.

—

This part of St. Domingo was not watered.

In the West--St. Marc, L'Art\bonite, and Gonaives,

33,500

each carreau yielded - 8,500

Vazes, Arcahaye, Boucassiu - 10,000

Cul de Sac i 9>ooo

Leogane m 6,500

34,000

The average is 8,500 lbs. the carreau.—All these

districts were watered.

In the South—the districts of Grand Goave, Les-

Caye;?, Plaine du Fond, L'IsIet, &c. which likewise

were watered, yielded _ . - J^j^OO

The general average, on the whole, is 7>500 lbs. from each

carreau in canes ; to wliich add 8-t per cent, for tlie ditference

between the English and French weights, the total is 8,137 lbs.

for every three acres English, or 2,7 1 2 lbs. per acre j being

nearly two- thirds nioje than the general yielding of all the lancj

in canes throughout Jamaica.
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CHAP. X.

Emigrations-Overlures to the BritUh r
mentarccBted—lit,,..,-

"";,-"'^"'«« Govern-^

fe French Co^n.nis^Zl-Z''''TeTf '"

for tUe U.aMon of the (^Jl-sZ:^;!''

X."V"»^ ana me massacre of mo«t nf fi, i K
inhabitants, were the sad eventswhtf/"'- h,storiea. detaa at the"J .t^e'Sh

con,.ehe„i 1 rret^'erb^ -'",- T^
fortunately --^arked'on2 ht1 the

.'"',
''''

just before the revolted ne4oes en eJ < ""i

""'

A::s;t;:or:oiy:;^r/^-^^^^^^
racter fdebnsprl n

"''"''"^ ^^ *he human cha-

of their nnhlZ.^r,"!*^'.^^' ^^^^.^* g^'^^t numbers
-n-^r^j xc.u,vv -Citizens had found before

^^
them.

I
I

I i

1 1, |i J
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Ha

CHAP, them, a refuge from the reach of persecution, and

^ an asylum from the pressure of poverty.

Emigrations from all parts of St. Domingo

had indeed prevailed to a very great extent, ever

since the revolt of the negroes in the Northern

province. Many of the planters had removed

with their families to the neighbouring islands

:

some of them had taken refuge in Jamaica ; and

it was supposed that not less than ten thousand

had transported th.cniselves, at various times, t«

different parts of the continent of America. Most,

of these were persons of peaceable tempers, who

lought only to procure the mere necessaries of life

in safety and quiet. The principal among the

planters, having other objects in yiew, had re-

])aired to Great Brittiin. It U a circumstance

within my own knov, ledge, tiiat so early as the

latter end of 1791 (ioug before the commence-

ment of hostiliiics between France and Eng-

land) many of theai had made application to

ihe Kina's niinistertv reqivistinsi" that an arma-

ncnt misht be sent to take lio.^session of the

country for tlie KJng of Great Britain, and re-

ceive the allegiance of the inhabitants. They as-

serted (—i um afraid with I'^.iicb greutcr confi-

dence than truth— ) that all cla^jses of the whites

wished to place themselves under the Ejjf>:lish do-

miriiou, ami that, on the first appearance of a Bri-

tish squadron, the colony would surrender with-

out a struggle. To these representations no at-

tention was at tliat time given : but at icigtli,

after the national assembly had iiiought proper

to declare war aarainst Great Britain, the Enidi^sii

ministry
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cor;£e.'TT„ u
'''"'' -'''"'

'"'"" '^•^.^-« "^ --
«pJdccncj,tolIicovcituies which v^eiv ir-.in

^-

", *"• L>oay.mgo. X:i the summtv of l/o'i .. ,vf

»Z tra " '"".*'" "^"^'^'^^ *^^^'-'<^ to Gc-neial \V ill.anisou, (be Jk-utenaut-o-o-—no-- .,,,,1

commander in .liipC „f i
.'•'"»»••"«• awd

k."gs pl,.a.,ure (with allowance of .."eat I-,i1<.
'

howeve. to the governor', di.scretfo.
i -l

J.o„
d accept te„n.s of capitulation fr. n. i:

i !
ab.tants „( ,,,0. parts of St. Donungo as .soLVit^lbe protecon of the British governS.^t,. an f^rhat pnrpo.=e the governcr vva. raUhori.oJ f, d"tach, from the troop, under his connn.nd inL™a.ca. sue

, a force as should be thought sufikie.tto take and retau. possession of all the place Xtmi-ht be surrenderee! i,„i I
„• c

'
r> "'•' '""'l rtiiiforcemcnts should

amvefron, England. M. Cham^iliv, ha 4i£
delivered the orders and insanction wwi^.S
!- was entrusted, sent an agent without dela 1

of (.and An^e, to which he belonood, to preparee l„,,a inhabitants for a vi„it iVon thcr wallies and protectors the English
Blt before vc proceed'to detail the o„era-hons v-luch followed this detevn.i.ation oVlLI5nf,sh cabinet, it seems necessarv, as well for leatBtact.on of the reader, a. iu justice to the I1-tr, and good conduct of (ij officers ad i"who were atterwards sent to St. Domingo |^

14^

ra> It is situated just withhi ih. Bigu, of Leorranc.

some

'*1

! Eil
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CHAP, some account should be given jf the difficulties

which were to arise, and the force that was to be

encountered in this attempt to annex so great and

valuable a colony to the British dominion. I am
well apprized that I am here treading on tender

ground ; but if it shall appear, as unhappily it

will, that the persons at whose instance and en-

treaty the project was adopted, either meant to

deceive, or were themselves grossly deceived, in

the representations which they had made to the

English government on this occasion, it is my
province and my duty to place the failure which

ensued to its proper account. The historian

who, in such cases, from fear, favour, or affec-

tion, suppresses the communication of facts, is

hardly less culpable than the factious or venal

writer, who sacrifices the interests of truth and

the dignity of history, to the prejudices of

party.

The republican commissioners, as the reader

has been informed, had brought with them from

France six thousand chosen troops ; which, added

to the national force already in the colony, and

the militia of the country, constituted a body of

fourteen or fifteen thousand effective men; to

whom were joined a motley but desperate band of

all complexions and descriptions, chiefly slaves

which had deserted from their owners, and ne-

groes collected from the jails. All these, amount-

ing in the whole to about twenty-two thousand

effectives, were brought into some degree of order

^nd discipline ; were well armed, and, what is of
' infinite

• .'t
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infinite importance, were, in a considerable de- C"ap.
grce, mured to the climate.* Being necessarily

''

dispersed, however, in detachments throughout
the d.Hercnt provinces, they were become on that
account less formidable to an invading enemyAware of this circumstance, the commissioners;
on tne first ii.timation of an attack from the Enff-hsh, resorted to the most desperat, expedient to
t.e«gthen the.r party, that imagination can con-
ceive^ They declared by proclamation all man-ner ofslavery abolished, and pronounced the neirro
slaves to be from thenceforward a free people on
condition of resorting to their standard. From
this moment it might have been foreseen that the
colony was lost to Europe ; for though but fev.
01 the negroes, iu proportion to the whole, joined
the commissioners, many thousands choosing to
continue slaves as they were, and participate inthe fortunes of their masters, yet vast numbers in

,*
T""""

''"'[7'"° '^"'" ™' 2'™ "" ^y " ""^mber of the CO.lonial assembly. ^

Troops of the line which arrived with the commissioners 6 000The regiment of Cape Frati^ois - - . \^
TheregimentsofArtois and Normandy - -

' i^
Stipendiary troops enlisted and paid for by the colony - j ^200
The colonial militia, including free people of colour 7^000

IM

'I i

'1 -1

Black companies raised by the authority of the com-
missioners

Total

15,900

6,000

21,900



102 insromcAL survey of

Cf^^P- all parts of the colony (apprehensive probably
that this offer of liberty was too great a favour
to be permanent) availed theh^selves of it to se-

cure a retreat to the mountains, and possess them-
selves of the natural fastnesses which the interior

country affords. Successive bodies have since
joined them, and have established themselves, in
those recesses, into a sort of savage republick, like

that of the black Charaibes of St. Vincent, where
they subsist on the spontaneous fruits of the
earth, anil the wild cattle which they procure by
hunting ; prudently declining offensive war, and
trusting their safety to the rocky fortresses which
nature has raised around them, and fiom which,
in my opinion, it will be no easy undertaking to

dislodge them fl'J-

(h) Tlie procliimation alluded to was issued at Port an Tnnce
the latter end of August, and was signed by Polverel alone, San-
thonax being at that time in the Noribern province. It beo-inf.

by declaring, that neither himself iior Santhoiiax are recalled or
disgraced. That, in order to encourage the negro slaves to assiht

hi opposing liic meditated invasion of the P^nglish, all manner of
slavery is abolished; and the negroes are thencelbrward to con-
sider themselves as free citizens. It then expatiates upon the
necessity- of labour, and tells the negroes that they must engage
to work as usual, fiMni }'ear to year ; but tliat they are at liberty

to make ehciee of their respective masters. That one-third of
the crop shall Ijt appropriated annnaily to the purchase of cloth-

ing and provisions tor their maintenance
; and that in the month

of Septcndier in each year they are at liberty to make a new
choice, or to confirm that of the preceding year. Such, to tii»

best of my remembrance (for I speak from memory) are tlie

chief provisions of this cekbrated proclamation, which 1 think

extended only to the W,estern and Soutlicrn provinces 5 San-

thonax being empowered to- make what other re<niLitlons he
V.v^hX tliiiik p-ropcr ibr the Northern pro\ ijice, Tlic whole ap-

pears
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Of the rcvoIte<l „eg.oe., in the Northern rro- .„

i'u a Uespcrate „u„l, a,„o„nti„;, a, ,t was sup:posed to upv,a„ls .,f 4(l(K«., i,u,,ed t„ war, a,^
practised i„ devastatio,, and m„rdrr stili oont.n«ed ,n arms. These were readv t„ ,^

'

low""a. occas,„„ „,i.,,t „ffer, on all nations'a! V ""^

vani hi;:'"/" ""'f -^ """' '- victors and tlT«

CoNCEKNiNc. the white proprietors, on whom
Jne our dependanee was placed, a lar^e propo .

enths of the whole, had quitted the country- Of<l.ose that remained, s„,nc there were, undoubt

o iranVr^M " """^' "" *'"= re;toratio::'^f

but the greater part were persons of a different
haractex: the, were desperate adventurers woiud notlungto lo.se, and evcrj thing to gain by'onfMs.o„ and anarch, : not a few of tlfem had«b u,„ed possession of the effects and estates ofAsent proprietors. From people of this stamphe m„,t determined opposition was necest^f;

to be expected • and unfortunate!,-, among thoseof better principle, I am afraid but a vcr%maUnumber were cordially attache,! to the English
lae majority ..seem to have had nothing in view

pe.irs to have boon a matchl-s,, picco of absurdity betnvin.. aW„ abb deg,« of ig„„ra,.ce oonccn.,,, the^ "^
-*o,mo,u ot U,e „.gvoes, and (otalJ,- unpraeticaUe in itself.

but

15J
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but to obtain by any ..:eans the restoration of their

estates an(^ possessions. Many of them, under

their ancient government, had belonged to the

lower order of noblesse; and being tenacious of
titles and honours, in proportion as their preten-

sions to real distinction were disputable, they

dreaded the introduction of a system of laws and
government, which would reduce them to the ge-

neral level of the community. Thus, as their mo-
tives were selfish, and their attachment feeble,

their exertions in the common cause were not

likely to be very strenuous or efficacious. I do
not find that the number of French in arms, who
joined us at any one period ( I mean of white in-

habitants) ever exceeded two thousand. It were
unjust, however, not to observe, that among them
were some distinguished individuals, whose fide-

lity was above suspicion, and whose services were
highly important, fc).

From this recapitulation it is evident, that the

(t]) A few men of colour also distinguished themselves in tlie

common cause ; viz. Monsieur Le Point, Lieutenant-colonel of

fhe St Marc's legion, who, with about 300 Mulattoes under his

command, kept the parish of L'Archaye in complete subjection

for a considerable time. 2. Boucijuet, Major of the MiliceRoyale

of Verettes, a person much attached to the English. 3. Charles

Savory, who commanded a very important post in the plain of

Artibonite, upon the river D'Esterre. Great confidence was

placed in this man by Colonel Brisbane, and it was never abused.

A]l these men were well educated, and nourished deep resent-

ment against the French planters, on account of the uidignities

which the class of coloured people had received from them. At
Cape TiburoDj three or four hundred blacks were embodied

very early, under a black general named lean Kina, who served

y.eil axid fritiUlilly.

invasion
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ST. DOMINGO. ^^
invasion of St. Dommgo was an entcrprize of chap
.ii:reater mag:nitude and difficulty than the British

""'

'

government seem to have imagined. Considering
the extent and natural strength of tlie country it
may well be doubted, whether all the force which
trreat Britain could have spared, would have been
sufficient to reduce it to subjection, and restore it
at the same time to such a degree of order and
subordination, as to make it a colony worth hold-
ing The truth seems to have been, that General
Williamson, to whom, as hath been observed the
direction and distribution of the armament'was
entrusted, and M'hose active zeal in the service of
his country was eminently conspicuous, was de-
ceived, equally with the King's ministers, by the
favourable accounts and exaggerated representa-
tions of sanguine and interested individuals, con-
cerning the disposition of their countrymen, the
white planters remaining in St. Domingo. Instead
of the few hundreds of them which afterwards re-
sorted to the British standard, the Governor had
reason to expect the support and co-operation of
at least as many thousands. In this fatal confi-
dence, the armament allotted for this important
expedition was composed of only the l^^th regi-
ment of foot, seven companies of the 49th, and a
detachment of artillery, altogether amounting to
about eight hundred and seventy, rank and file
fit for duty. Such was the force that was to
annex to the crown of Great Britain, a country
nearly equal in extent, and in natu-al strength
infinitely superior, to Great Britain . if! Speedy

and

,1, .. t
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CHAP, and eftcctual reinforcements from En/^land were,

however, promised, as well to replace the troops

which wen; removed from Jamaica^ as to aid the

operations in St. Dominp^o.

In the meantime, the first division, consisting of

six hundred and soventy-seven rank and file, under

the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Whitelocke,

sailed from Port-Rojal the 9th of September, and

arrived at Jcremie on the 19th of the same month.

They were escorted by Commodore Ford, in the

Europa, accompanied by four or five frigates.

As the propositions, or terms of capitulation,

had been previously adjusted between the people

of Jeremie, by their agent Mr. Charmilly, and

General Williamson, it only remained for the Bri-

tish forces to take possession of the town and har-

bour. Accordingly, the troops disembarked early

the next morning ; the British colours were

hoihttd at both the forts, with royal salutes from

each, which were answered by the Commodore
and his squadron, and the oaihs of fidelity and al-

}<^giaiice were taken by the resident inhabitants,

with an appearance of great iseal and alacrity.

At the same time informal ion was received,

ihai the j^^arri^on at the Mole of Cape St. Nicho-

las were iaclHied to surrender that important for-

tress in like manner. As this was a circumstance

not to be neglected, the Commodore immedi-

Jttely diiieeted his course thither, and, on the 22d,

t(sok possession of the fortress and harbour, and

received the aiicgiance of the oflicers and privates.

The jirenadier company of ihe 13th regiment, was

fortb',\ith
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forthwith dispatcl,ed from Jercmie to take the chap.
command ot the garrison ; which was soon after-

^•

yanls strengthened by tlie arrival of the second
division of the armament ordered from Jamaica
consisting, of five companies of forty mc n each

'

iHE vohintary surrender of these places raised
expectations in the people of England, tliat the
whole of the French colony in St. Domingo would
submit Without opposition

; but the advantage,
hi hei-to o},taincd seem to have been greatly ovW-
yalued. Lhc town of Jeremie is a' place of no
importance. It contains about one Jiundred very
mean houses, and the country in tlie vicinage U
not remarkably fertile ; producing nothing of any
account but coffee. At the Mole of Cape St Ni-
cholas, the country is even less i)roductive thaii i,i
the neighbourhood of Jeremie

; but the iiarbouv
IS one ot the finest in tlie new world, and tiie for-
titications vie with tlie strongest in the West In-
dies. Unfortunately, from the elevation of the
surrounding heights, the place is not tenable
against a powerful attack by land. The garrison
consisted only of the regiment of Dillon, which
was reduced by sickness or desertion to about one
hundred and fifty men. The town itself w^s in
the highest degree hostile: most of the inhabif^nts
capable of bearing arms, left the place on the arri-
val ofthe Eaglisli, and joined the republican army.

Zealous, however, to promote Ihe glory of tlie
lintish name. Colonel Whitelocke determined th.t
bis httle army should not continue inactive at Je-
remie. It was represented to him, that the acqui-
sitiou of the neighbouring post of Tiburon would

prove

^

I
li

I

J
i
I

»

I*}

in
I r I

I' I'

\>



• !' A.

\i'

V t

lIlh^TORICAL SURVFV OF

prove of (he utmost importance towards the sccii-

t. V of Orand-Anse, nd a M. Duval pledging
him*firto raiae five hundred me n to co-operate in

its reductiom, an expedition was undertaken for

that purpose, and Colonel Whitelocke, with most
of the British force from Jeremie, arrived in Ti-
huron Bay on the 4th of October.

But, on this occasion, as on almost every other,

the English had a melancholy proof how little

dependance can be placed on French declarations

and assurances. Duval never made his appear-
ance, for he was not able to collect more than fifty

whites ; the enemy's force was found to be far

more formidable than had been represented, and
the gallantry of our troops proved luiavailing

against superiority of numbers. They were com-
pelled to retreat, with the loss of about twenty
men killed and wounded.*

The defeat and discouragement sustained in this

attack were the more grievously felt, as sickness

soon afterwards began to prevail to a great extent
in the uiny. The season of the year was unfa-
vourable in the highest degree for military opera-

tions in a tropical climate. The rains were in-

cessant ; and the constiint and unusual fatijru

and extraordinary duty to which the soldiers, from
the small uess of their number, were necessarily

subject, c -operating with the state of the wea-
ther, proi^u. .' V 3 most fatal consequences. That
never-failir,!.^ . ierpiunton military expeditions in

* This Duvai being afterwards suspected of corresponding

with the enemy, was ordered to quit the island, and lie went to

America.

the
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tl.e West Indie, the yellow o. pcstilc-ntiui fever

of tl.o soanicn and H.ldiers, pensl.ed daily, thuf «,«

(.ENPHAt, VV.,,,,MMsoV, wid, I,is „s„al Jiuma-"ty. exerted l,in„elf ,o ^ive ,l,c„. all the rolieHni"^ power. Unhappily he had no alternative bue.*her ,o .i.hdra. the troop.s alto^.the t^ s"Bomnigo leaving our allies and new sul.jeeirthe
^'•e..ch planter, who had sworn ..Uegian e t^^'„

SO~„t,tothen.rcyoftheir.::.e„,C;:

oitunent of men, to perish p.obably in the same

_re scaicely siifhcicnt to replace.
^

^"E latter measure was adopted: in truth ih^
-rcunvstancos of the case admitted o iher

I^^ZTT "' *''" '^'•'"' '-^S-'ment, the m,"
el 1.2 V"""""""^

''" '"S""'"^ t" -ven o

wiU. all possible e.vpedition ; and the .sllbty ofJamaica was at length entrusted to less thanLri'undred regular troops.

The sudden appearance in St. Dominffo of ar mforcement, though small i„ itself, pfducedhowever a considerable effect amon^ the French

tirMr / "7 *'^''«"*ly resolved to follow uptbe blow. In the beginning of December f.
panshes of Jean Rabel St. Marc, ArcXt' andBouca^in, surrendered on the same condiiions a.

had
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^^^- had been granted to Jeremie; and their example
was soon afterwards Ibllowedby the inhabitants of
Leojvane. All the former parishes are situated on
the north side of the Bight: Leog:ane on the south.

The British commanders now directed their

views once more tovi aids the capture of Tiburon.
The defeat which our troops had sustained in the
late attack of that important post, served only
to animate them to greater exertions ; but a con-
siderable time unavoidably elapsed before the ex-

pedition took plaoe ; tlie interval being employed
in securing tiie places which had surrendered.

On the 2ist of January^ however, the Commo-
dore touched at Jeremie with the ; quadron, and
received the troops on board ; and the whole ar-

rived oiF Cape Tiburon on the cvenina^ of the fir^i

of Fobruary.

The enemy appeared in considerable force, and
seemed to wait the arrival of the British with great

resolution ; but a few broadsides from the ships

soon cleared the beach. They came forward how-
ever again, as the flank companies approached
the shore, and directed a general discharge of mus-
quetry at the boats ; but our troops landed and
formed in an instant, routed their line with great

slaugliter, and innnediately took possession of the

post. The gallantry o^ Major Spencer who com-
manded, apd ofthe ofiicers and men who com nosed,

the flank companies, was particidarly conspicu-

ous, ft seems, indeed, to have been a spirited

and well conducted enterprize throughout ; and
it was happily eilected with the loss of only three

of the Ijjnglibh killed, and seven wounded. Of the

encmy^
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enemy, one hundred and fiftv ^urr^^A i .

ers of war • -.nrl il ^ surrendered prison- chap

north-western part of the*^ land t^ Rt\""
''"^

dron commanded the nav££ ofth/ "V''"'';
passage, and the whole ff that f

"''

which forms tho R.vT* % x
extensive bay

the forts, shipping, and town of Port au
Prince

tool a dXtid-;™ t:zt^^r "' -^' -"»
6«of British killed and wou 'LT '^"''' '*'" "«' «^1 "um-

l-ntry of a com,r,on «ilor named Ilenh.,^^™"''''"' «^'-
nelope. deserves to be recorded i„ 1

' ,'^'<'"S'"S 'o ""e Pe-
•uming to his ship with XeC.'LtdwT' !,"'"' °'-

,

foops were landed, the sailor jumped
^1'"'"' '^'""^^

too «.« ta. „ Hash at tte iriS BuMt'
^^^ "" *'

the troops should follow „n .1./ ™ necessan,

i»possible ,0 take alV^ w„undS „rT'-
""' " '^^'"S «"-^

of those would have bee"Tft!f„Tf"l^"'''''^"''n'^ny
liable to be tnassacred by a salt el/ ""Y'"

" '^* "«'«.
perceiving, he declared ft ZTr^l?,' "''"'' '"'"'=^' ^'^^
lives of these poor suffer nJl "T '^'''"'"S ''''"° '"« the

W. He the^re ";^'!fdTnto tit" '"t

'"' ^'^ " '"^-
P-hed off, and by hard sl^m ni^,* acTedl^'H

"''
t'"^lyngneara mile from the shore Sd fromV "°™'' ^'oop,

own ship. Captain Howlev to „ °t ?k
™ """' '° W'

the situation of the wounded ^ ^ ' ™"'' '"«'™»<l of
brought them all off Wmsdf 2"' ^'"'"'' ''' ''''^'- =""
attention towards such of ,hem as IT ^.J"''

<=°""«^"<'aW«

the lieutenant to read the futL^r
"" "'"°™'' ""^"^i

of a lanthorn, before their bS '" "'^ '^™'' ''>"''^ 'iS^t

Allen, the sailor, was ;"™:;"'^ to the de:p.
hut rewards with fi, ! „

"^ '™^'l *°r l"s breach of discl„li„l

Vol III
" homanity. '

^

iSl
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Prince (the metropolis of the French colony)

seemed more than probable, on the arrival of a

large armament now daily expected, with much

anxiety, from England.

In the meanwhile, it was determined ( now that

the season was favourable ) in order that the troops

might not continue inactive, as well as to facili-

tate the meditated reduction of Port au Prince,

to attack L'Acul, an important fortress in the vi-

cinity of Leogane. Accordingly, on the 19th of

February, the flank companies, a detachment of

the royal artillery, and of the 13th regiment, with

some colonial troops, having two five-half-inch

howitzers and two four-pounders, marched from

thence under the command of Colonel White-

locke, at four in the morning. Baron de Monta-

lembert, with about two hundred colonial troops,

and a few of the British artillery, were previously

embarked in transports, and ordered to land and

attack the fort at an hour appointed. Captain

Vincent, with the light infantry of the 49th, and

about eighty of the colonial troops, took a moun-

tain road, while Colonel Whitelocke movv.d for-

ward on the great road, and took post just out of

cannon-shot, waiting the united attacks of the

Baron and Captain Vincent's detachments. The

enemy began to cannonade about seven o'clock,

and continued it with intervals till eleven, when

Colonel Whitelocke ordered Captain Smith, with

the howitzers and cannon, to advance and fire

upon the fort, supported by the light infantry of

the royals and 13th regiments, under the command

of Mai or Soencer, in order to give time for the

Baron's
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Baron s people to land. Unfortunately, from the chap.
mismanagement of one of the transports, the ''•

troops under the orders of the Baron de Monta-
lembert could not be landed. Colonel White-
locke therefore, finding he had nothing to expect
trom them, the day being considerably advanced
now came to the determination of attacking tlie
tort by storm

; and detached Major Spencer, with
the grenadiers of the 49th regiment, and the light
infantry of the 13th, to join Captain Vincelu,
and approach the fort by the mountain road, while
he himselfmarched by the great road for the same
purpose. At five o'clock, the two columns mov-
ed forward, and the moment the enemy discover-
ed the march of Colonel Whitelocke's division
they commenced a very heavy fire of cannon and
musquetry. Orders were immediately given for
the column to advance and gain the fort, which
orders were gallantly and rapidly executed. At this
instant. Lieutenant M'Kerras of the engineers,
and Captain Hutchinson of the royals, were both
wounded

;
but they continued their exertions,

notwithstanding, till the fort was in quiet posses-
sion of the victors. Our loss was not great ; but
Captain Morshead (who hadbefore received a shot
in the body, when gaJlaiitly mounting the hill)
with Lieutenant Tinlin of the 20th grenadiers
Lieutenant Caulfield of the 62d regiment, and
some privates, were unfortunately blown up by an
explosion after the fort was taken ; for the officerwho commanded, finding he could no longer de-
tend it placed a quantity of powder and other
COmniiKfihl^^c I'n ^t— ^cai.. I- -J I- , . ,'—

« 1" one ui lue uuiiaiugSj which

'i' !

%'.

I if
^^^
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CHAP, fifed by an unfortunate brigand, who perished in

the explosion. Captain Morshead died the next

day, and was interred with military honours, at-

tended by the British garirison ; Lieutenant Caul-

field lingered some time longer, and then followed

him to the grave ; but Lieutenant Tinlin reco-

vered*. ^

The next enterprize of our gallant little army

had a less favourable termination. It was direct-

ed against a strong post and settlement at a place

called Bompard, about eight miles from Cape St.

Nicholas, where a hardy race of people, chiefly a

colony of Germans, had established themselves,

and lived in unambitious poverty. A detachment

of two hundred men, from the different corps,

were ordered on this service, in two divisions, one

of which was commanded by Major Spencer, the

brave and active officer already mentioned, the

other by Lieutenant-Colonel Markham. Of their

proceedings during the attack, and their retreat

afterwards, I have not been furnished with the

particulars. All that is known to the publick

with certainty is, that our troops were repulsed by

superior numbers, with the loss of forty men, but

without any diminution of the national character.

It

* I am indebted to the gentleman who favoured me with the

information conveyed in the note to p. l6l. for the following

corrections and observations on the account, which 1 have given

above, of the attack of Jcul. " Our loss, that day (Ihe lyth

" February) was thirty-four killed and wounded, amongst

*' whom were six English officers and ten Frenchmen. Lieu-

*' tenant Lord Aylmer was wounded in the thigh, while ad-

" vanciug in iViajor Spencer's division to the attack."
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It was allowed, even by the enemy, that they chap.
iought bravely. They were defeated, not dismay- ^
ed, by circumstances which probably they did not
foresee, and against which human prudence could
not provide.

This afflicting loss was but ill compensated, by
the very distinguished honour which was soon af-
terwards acquired by the few British troops that
had been left in possession of Cape Tiburon, under
the command of Captain Harlyman, of the 13th
regiment, who were attacked on the 16th ofApril,
by an army of brigands, amounting to upwards of
two thousand. The enemy's force was led oa by
Andrew Rigaud, a man of colour, who command-
ed at Les Cayes, and was composed of revolted
negroes, and desperadoes of all descriptions, ra-
pacious after plunder, and thirsting for blood.
This savage horde surrounded the fort about three
o'clock in the morning. It was defended with
much spirit until a qiiarter before nine, when the
besieged, quitting the fort, assailed the assailants,
and routed the besiegers with great slaughter, one
hundred and seventy of their number being left
dead on the field ; but when it was discovered that
no less than twenty-eight of our gallant soldiers
had lost their lives, and that one hundred and nine
others were severely wounded in the bloody con-
test, the shouts of triumph were suppressed by
gloomy reflections on the forlorn condition of the
army, it being mournfully evident that a few more
such victories would annihilate the victors !

The defence of Fort L'Acul, early in the same
month, IS also deserving particular notice. Cap-

tain

f
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CHAT>, f^in TVj'apiVi. ijjid f)i,, co'iimand ; and he was ably

supported by Lieutenant Bambridoe, of the artil-

lery, and Lieutena it M'KellaHj of the royals. The
latte; wa« stationed mi the adjoinina^ block-house.

The enemy, on this occasion, conducted their

operations with such secrecy and concert^ that it

was supposed they must have lain concealed, a

considerable part of the ni2;ht, in the ditch ; as the

first notice the garrison had of their approach,

was from a loud yell which they uttered in en-

deavouring to enter the embrasures.

The firing of our morning gun was their signal

of attack ; but they seem not to have been appriz-

ed that previous thereto, by a full hour, it was the

constant practice of the British officers to have

their men at the out-posts under arms.

Being twice repulsed from the fort and block-

house, the enemy rallied, and made a third at-

tempt ; an instance of persevering bravery, unob-

served until that time in their warfare. They were,

however, finally driven off; and were afterwards

pursued with great slaughter by a party of French

royalists, under the command of the Baron de

Montalembert, who had just arrived from Leogane.

The whole of the British force at this time in

all parts of St. Domingo did not, I believe,

amount to nine hundred effective men, a number
by 110 means sufficient to garrison the places in

our possession ; and the rapid diminution which
prevailed among them, could not fail to attract

observation among all classes of the Fnuuh inha-

bitants ; to dispirit our allies, and encourage our

enemies. Such of the planteis as liau hitherto

/ stood



* fit

ST. DOMINGO.
167

»tood aloof, now began to declare themselves hos-
tile

; and desertions were frequent from most of
the parishes that had surrendered. At Jean Ra-
bell, a place which, a few months before, had vo-
luntarily declared for the British government, the
garrison, consisting of two hundred and fifty of
our supposed allies, rose on their officers, and
comp(^lled them to deliver up the post of Lavaux,
the French general, and it was greatly apprehend-
ed that, unless a very powerful reinforcement
should speedily arrive to strengthen the British
army, many other places would follow their ex-
ample.

Eight months had now elapsed since the sur-
render of Jeremie, and in all that interval, not a
soldier had arrived from Great Britain ; and the
\yant of camp equipage, provisions, and necessa-
ries, was grievously felt. The army seemed devot-
ed to inevitable destruction, and disappointment
and dismay were strongly marked in the counte-
nance of every man. At length, however, on the
19th of May, when expectation was nearly lost May ir94.
in despair, it was announced that his Majesty's
ships the Belliqueux and the Irresistible, with the
Fly sloop, had cast anchor in the harbour of Cape
St. Nicholas, having a fleet of transports under
their convoy, with the battalion companies on
board of the 22d, 23d, and 41st regiments of in-
fantry, under the command of Brigadier General
Whyte. This event, as may well be imagined, af-
forded infinite relief and satisfaction to the harass-
ed and worn-out troops on shore ; and their ani-
mation on tliis occasion was heightened by the

confident

r
•.11
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CHAP, confident hope and expectation that Port au

Prince would be the object of an immediate at-

tack. It was known that its harbour was crowd-

ed with shipS;, most of which were supposed to be

laden with the richest productions of the colony ;

and although the regiments newly arrived did not

exceed sixteen hundred men in the whole (of

whom two hundred and fifty were sick and conva-

lescent) the deficiency of numbers was no longer

the subject of complaint. Every one anticipated

to himself the possession of great wealth from the

capture ; and justly concluded that his share of

the prize money would augment or diminish in an

inverse proportion to the number of captors.

The belief that Port au Prince would be the

first object of attack was well founded ; and the

road of Arcahaye was fixed on as a place of ren-

dezvous for the men of war and transports. Ac-

cordingly, General VVhyte, having landed his sick

at Cape St. Nicholas, and taken one hundred and

fifty of the garrison in their room, proceeded on

the 23d to the place appointed, to concert mea-

sures with Commodore Ford, and receive on board

such of the colonial troops as were to co-operate

with the British in this ent»)rprize. On the SOth

the squadron sailed from Arcahaye, and cast an-

chor off Port au Prince on the evening of the

same day. It was composed of four ships of the

line, the Europa, the Belliqueux, the Irresistible,

and the Sceptre, three frigates, and four or five

smaller vessels ; the whole under the immediate

command of Commodore Ford ; and the land

forces, under the orders of General Whyte, con-

sisted

%-iii ^
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sided ofone thousand four hundred and sixty-five chap
rank and lile fit for duty. .

^
The whole force being thus collected, and the

necessary preparations made, a flag was sent, early
the next morning, to demand the surrender of the
place; but the officer charged with the dispatch
was informed that no flag would be admitted, and
tlie letter Mas returned unopened. It was now
determined to commence operations by the can-
nonade of Fort Bizotton, a fortress situated on
a conunanding eminence, well adapted to guard
the approach to t!ie harbour, and defended by
five hundred men, eight pieces of heavy cannon,
and two mortars. Two line of battle shijjs were
ordered to attack the sea-front, and a hifjatc was
stationed close to the shore, <o fliink a ravine to
the eastward. From these vessels a brisk and
well-directed fire was maintained for several
hours

;
but as no great impression appeared o hd

made. Major Spencer, with three iiundred Bri-
tish, and about five hundred of the colonial troops,
was put on shore m the evening, within a mile of
the fort, w ith orders to conu^ence an attack on
the side towards the land. On their arrival at a
small distance from the scene of action, about
eight o'clock at night, a most tremendous thunder-
storm arose, accompanied with a deluge of rain,
of which, as it overpowered the sound of their
approach, the advanced guard, commanded by
Captain Daniel, of the 41st, determined to take
advantage. These brave men, sixty only in num-^
ber, accordingly rushed forward, and finding a
preach in tlie walls, entered with fixed bavonets,

^n(|

u
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and became instantly masters of the fortress; thcbe-
siea:cd every where throwing^ down their arms, and
callino- for merry. So rapid were the movements
of this gallant band, and so unexpected was their

success, that Major Spencer, the commander, had
his fears for the safety of the whole part , ofwhose
situation he was unapprized for some hours. I

grieve to add, that Captain Daniel, who so gal-

la\itly led the advanced guard on this occasion, re-

ceived a severe wound in the attack, while his brave

associate. Captain Wallace, the second in com-
mand, was most unfortunately killed on the glacis.

The possession of Fort Bizotton determined the

fate of the capital, which was evacuated by the

enemy on the 4th of Jime ; and the Biiiish com-
manders were so fortunate as to preserve, not only

the town itself, but also the; shipping in the har-

bour, from conflagration, although the republican

commissioners had given otders and made prepa-

rations for setting fire to both. The commissioners

themselves, with many of their adherents, among
whom was the Mulatto Montbrun, commandant
of their troops, made their escape over the moun-
tains to Jacmel, carrying with them, it is said,

money and effects to a great amount.

Thus was achieved the conquest of Port au

Prince ; an event which has proved not less pro-

fitable than honourable to such of the officers and

soldiers by whom it was effected, as have lived to

enjoy the fruits of their victory ; for there were

caj)tured in the harbour, two-and-twenty top-sail

vessels, fully laden with sugar, indigo, and coffee,

of which thirteen were from three to five hundred

tons
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tons burthen, and <he rcmaininii: "'no, funw one chap.

Iiund.e»i and fifty to flnvc ImiidiwI fon
^ ; besides

^

seven thoiismd t;)ns ofshipping in baUa-t ; the va-
lue of all which, at a ninleraie eonipntation, could
not be far short of 400,000/. stciling*.

* Tliree da;/s after the snrren.ler of Port an Vvluce, die ex\e~
my made n second atU'inp<- on tin- Rrilish po-st ..t Tlbnroii ; at
tint time under the command oC Captain (mow LieuuMunt Po-
Jonel) Bracisliavv. This attack took pLice on the 7lh of Jmiej
but the assailants were prevented bringing; their artillery to bear
on the fort, by a heavy and wcli -directed ihv from the Success
Frigate (Captain Roberts), stationed oil" (he point, close to
which the cannon must have been convoyed ; about midnight,
therefore, the enemy, from the covert of an adjoining v/ood,°be-
gan a general discharge of small srms, and continued to fire
very vigorously for several hours, but with little execution ; the
fort having been made proof against r-msquetry. During this
att.ick, as the great guns of the f irt could not be pointed towards
tlu'tnemy with any certainty of effect. Captain Bradshaw di-
rected his men to remain quiet. Ey this judicious conduct the
enemy were completely deceived ; for interpreting tlie silence
and inactivity of tlie garrison to proceed from the etloet'? of ter-
rcr and the loss of men, tlicy w.^-e encoaraged, aboui six in the
morning, to attempt,, in full force, to stor'ii. Tlie consequences
wee tiital U) them : Captnin Eradshaw allowed them to ap-
proach within a small distance of the walls, when he opened so
tremendous a fire, both from artillery and small arms, as in-
stantly laid nearly one h^dff^f their nurnher broatiiless, and com-
pelled the remainder to retreat in ih-.^ utmost cunfu,,ion. A aor-
tie being, at the same time, m;;d(> fvom the garriso-j, a gieat
m-ny were killed in the pursuit, and their discomfiiure v\'as de-
cisive.

^ The circui--. tan^es here related were im fortunately
o!a:tted in the fir.t ediUon of tlie Hibtorical Survey of St,
Domingo,

a
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CHAP. XI.

Siclincss among the lYoops, and the causes there-

of.— Reinforcement.— Dreaelful MorlalUij.—
General Whijlc is succeeded by Brigadier General

Ilorneck.—Lcogane taken hij the Rebels.— Tern-

purary Successes of Lieutenant-Colonel Bri-
Shane at Arlibonite.—Revolt of the Mulattocs at

St. Marc.—Attack of Fort BizoUon.—Prepa-
rations bij Rigaudfor another Attempt on Tibu-

ron.— The Post attacked on Christmas Day,
and carried.—Gallant Defence and Escape of the

Garrison, and melancholy Fate of Lieutenant

Baskcrrillii.—Lieutenant-Colonels Brisbane and
Markham killed.—Observaiions and Strictures

on the Conduct of the War.

jFrom the success which attended the British

arms in the conquest of Port au Prince, it might

liave been hoped that we were now to enter on the

survey of brighter prospects than those which have

hitherto presented themselves to our contempla-

tion ; but a melancholy reverse of fortune was

soon to await the conquerors ; for, immediately

after possession was taken of the town, the same

dreadful scourge—disease, exasperated to conta-

gion, which had been so fatally prevalent among
pur troops in the preceding autumn, renewed its

destructive progress; and, on this occasion, it is

pot difficult to trace the proximate causes of so

terrible a calamity. The situation of the town of

Port au Prince has already been noticed. Un-»

healthy
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healthy in itself, it is siirroimdcd by fortified chap.
hoi^rhts, which coninumd both the lines and the

^'

harbour
; and these heights are ajrain commanded

by others. Mere the enemy on their retreat from
town, made their stand, in the well-founded con-
fidence of receiving regular supplies of men, am-
munition, and necessaries, from Lea Caves, a sea-
port on the southern coast, distant only from
Port au Prince, by a very easy road, about forty
miles fa). No part of St. Doming-o possesses a
more ready communication with the French
Islands to windward or with the states of Ame-
rica, than the port last mentioned; and from both
these sources, reinforcements were actually re-
ceived, and constantly poured into the enemy's
camp. On this account the British commanders
found it indispensably necessary to strengthen the
lines, and raise additional intrenchments and work.s
on that side of the town which fronts the moun-
tams. Thus a most severe and unusual burthen
was imposed on the soldiers. They were com-
pelled with but little intermission, to dig the
ground in the day, and to perform military duty
111 the night

; exposed, in the one case, ^to the

burning
r«; The harbour of Les Cayes A^as guarded hj two small

forts, each of which was furnished with only six pieces of can-
non, and a smaller battery, which mounted only five piecesThe number of white inhabitants belonging to the town were
computed at eight hundred ; but the people of colour had taken
possession of it in the latter end of 1792. and Andrew Ri^aud.
a Mulatto, was made commander in chief and governor-general
of the south side of the French part of St. Domincro Hi.power was absolute, and his brother, of the same cast,°was ap-

Lthnrur K ;.

^^""'^"^- ^^'""'^ ni^" vv'ere invested witii this
authority by the two commissioners, Polvercl and Santhonax.

si
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CHAP, burning rays of the sun ; in the other, to the nox-
ious dews and heavy rains of the climate. Such
extraordinary and excessive labour imposed on
men, most ofwhom had been actually confined six

months on ship-board without fresh provisions or

exercise, co-operating with the malignancy of the
air, produced its natural consequences. They
dropt like the leaves in autumn, until at length
the garrison became so diminished and enfeebled,

that deficiencies of the guards were oftentimes

made up from convalescents, who were scarcely

able to stand under their arms fbj.

It is true, that a reinforcement came from the

Windward Islands, soon after the surrender of the

town;—but, by a mournful fatality, this apparent

augmentation of the strength of the garrison, con-
tributed in an eminent degree to the rapid encrease

and aggravation of its miseries. On the 8th of
June, eight flank companies belonging tothe22d,
23d, 35th, and 41st regiments, arrived at Port au
Prince, under the command of Lieutenant-Colo-

nel Lenox. They consisted, on tlieir embarkation,
of about seventy men each, but the aggregate
number, when landed, was not quite three hun-
dred. The four grenadier companies, in parti-

cular, were nearly annihilated. The frigate in

Avhich they were conveyed, became a house ofpes-
tilence. Upwards of one hundred of tlieir num-
ber were buried in the deep, in the short passage

between

0>) It was fortunate for the British army, that the French
troops suffered by sickness almost as much as our own : Port au

Prince would otherwise have beea but a short time in our pos'

session.
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between Guadaloupe and Jamaica, and one liun^
dred and fifty more were left in a dying state at
Port Royal. The wretched remains of the whole
detachment discovered, on their landing at Port aii

Prince, that they came—not to participate in the
glories of conquest, but—to perish themselves
within the walls of a hospital ! So rapid was
the mortality in the British army, after their ar-
rival, that no less than forty officers and upwards
of six hundred rank and file met an untir.^ly
death, without a contest with any other enemy
than sickness, in the short space of two months
after the surrender of the town I

General Whyte, his health much impaired,
and hopeless, it may be presumed, of further tri-

umphs with an army thus reduced and debilitated,
now solicited and obtained permission to return
to Europe. He was succeeded in the chief com-
mand by Brigadier-General Horneck, who arriv-
ed from Jamaica ahbui the middle of September

;

and if the requisite qualifications for such a sta-
tion—firmness without arrogance, and conciliat-
ing manners without weakness, could always en-
sure success to the possessor. General Horneck
would have brought good fortune with him. But
the difficulties which the former commander would
have had to encounter, had he remained in his
station, devolved with aggravated weight on his
successor. The only reinforcement which fol-
lowed General Horneck, consisted of fifty men
from Jamaica. Whatever troops were promised
or expected from Great Britain, none arrived,
until the expiration of seven months after General

^ Horneck
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Horneck had taken the command. Instead there-

fore of attempting new achievements, he was com-
pelled, by irresistible necessity, to act chiefly on
the defensive. The rebel Mulattoes, under Ri-
gaud, even became masters of Leogane, and satiat-

ed their vengeance by putting to death all such
of the French planters^ our allies, as unfortunately

fell into their power.

On the other hand, the judicious exertions and
rapid successes of Lieutenant-Colonel Brisbane on
the plain of Artibonite, had been for some time

the subject of much applause, and had given birth

to great expectation. The French inhabitants of

the town and neighbourhood of St. Marc, had
been all along more heartily disposed to co-oper-

ate with the English, than any of their country-

men. Colonel Brisbane had not above fourscore

British under his command. The rest of his little

army was composed of the remains of Dillon's re-

giment, the St. Marc's legioli, the militia of the

neighbouring parishes, and a body of about three

hundred reluctant Spaniards from Verette; the

whole not exceeding twelve hundred men in arms.

AViththis force, properly distributed, he had rout-

ed the republican troops and rebel negroes in every

quarter ; and even brought the negro chiefs to so-

licit permission to capitulate. Eight or ten thou-

sand of these deluded wretches had actually sub-

mitted unconditionally, and many returned, of

their own accord, to the plantations of their mas-
ters. But these promising appearances were of

short continuance. While Colonel Brisbane was

up his successes in a distant part of

3 Artibonite^

following

^mm^
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Artibonitc, the men of colour in the town of chap.
St. Marc, finding the town itself without troops,
had violated their promises of neutrality, and on
the 6th of September, taken up arms on the part
of the republick

; putting to death every man that
fell in their way, whom they considered as an ene-
my to the French commissioners.—The garrison
consisting of about forty British convalescents'
threw themselves into a small fort on the sea-
shore, which they gallantly defended for two days
when a frigate came to their relief from the Mole
of Cape St. Nicholas, and took them off.—The
triumph of the Mulattoes, however, was transient.
Colonel Brisbane returning in force, attacked them
on the side of the land, and recovered the town •

making upwards of three hundred of the insurl
gents prisoners, and driving the rest over the
Artibonite river; but the advantages which he
had obtained on the plain were lost in the interim
The negro chiefs no longer offered to capitulate*
but appeared in greater force thp.n ever. Beino'
joined by the fugitive Mulattoes, they soon re"^

passed the river ; and having procured in the
mean time, plenty of arms and ammunition, they
threatened so formidable an attack on the town of
St. Marc, early in October, as to excite the most
serious apprehensions for its safety.

Such was the situation of affairs, in the west-
ern parts of St. Domingo, about the period of
General Horneck's arrival. The northern pro-
vmce (the Mole St. Nicholas and the town of
Fort Dauphin excepted) was entirely in possession
of the rebel negroes

> Y'-l
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CHAP, parts of the colony, the weakness of the British

was so apparent, as not only to invite attacks from

the enemy, but also to encourage revolt and con-

spiracy in the posts in our possession fcj. Ri-
gaud, who commanded in the south, now deter-

n'ined to make a bold effort for the recovery of

Fort Bizotton. The fort was attacked early in

the morning of the 5th of December by three co-

lumns of the enemy, amounting in the whole to

about two thousand men ; but they were defeated

with greit slaughter on their part, and with little

loss on ours. Captain Grant, however, and both
his li«iutenants, Clunes and Hamilton, were se-

verely wounded early in the attack ; yet they

continued their efforts, and nobly succeeded ; and
General Williamsoi! bore testimony to their good
conduct and valour.

Baffled in this attack, Rigaud resolved to

make another, and a more formidable attempt, for

the recovery of Tiburon. His intentions were
known, and his project might have been defeated,

if

Oi) Colonel Brisbane had scarcely driven the Mulattoes from
St. Marc, and restored order and tranquillity in the town, be-

fore a dark conspiracy was agitated among some of the French
inhabitants, under the British protection, to cut him oft"; but it

\ as happily discovered and defeated before it broke out into ac-

tion. This happened the beginning of January 1795 3 and a

still more daring and dangerous plot was carried on, a month
afterwards, in Port au Prince, to seize on the garrison, and put
all the English to death. This conspiracy also was fortunately

discovered, and twenty of the conspirators being brought to

trial before a council of war, composed of the principal com-
manders by sea and land (among whom were five French held
otRcers) th.ey were all adjudged to Rutfer death, and htmn vi

them were accordingly shot on the 18th of February,
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if any one English ship of war could have been chap
spared to watch his motions off the harbour of "" '

•-es Cayes, where Rigaud commanded, and from
whence he conveyed bis artillery, ammuhition,
and provisions. He proceeded, however, without
'nterruption, in his preparations for the attack •

and his armament sailed from Les Cayesonthe
iJd of December. His naval force consisted of
one brig of sixteen guns, and three schooners of
tmirteen guns each ; and he had collected a body
of three thousand men, of all colours and de-
scriptions, eight hundred of which were troops of
tlie Ime^ The attack commenced on Christmas-
flay. The harbour was defended with infinite
spirit by the sloop King Cxiay, until a red-hot shot
trom the enemy took her magazine, and caused her
to blow up. The garrison, consisting of only
four hundred and fifty men, made a vigorous de^
fence for four days, when, having lost upwards of
three hundred of their number, and findinst the
post no longer tenable, the survivors, with unex-

through the enemy, and got safe to Irois. On
this occasion, the British acknowledged themselvesmuch indebted to the gallantry and'good crd.::
ol Monsierir de Sevr^, commandant of the French

17:: /.'"
l'"'''''

*'"' I^'-t-ant Colonel,and two other officers of the south legion were
killed in the fort. The loss ofdu Plessis w'as great y

^IZAZ"^^ "-'^f"^"'
Baskerviffe JZ

cirem?.^ '"' '"''"'' ^^ """'' unfortunate
c.rc mstance, was unable to join hi. companions

ir'r.r!^.:i;,;."''";^'"^:''-'pi"ted'^young
csohilion which, tliougl, a Christian

man

N
must
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must condemn it, a Roman would have approved,
to defeat the triumph of his savage enemy, who
would probably have made him suffer a shameful
death, put a period to his own existence as Ri-
gaud entered the fort.

With this disastrous occurrence terminated the
year 1794, fdj and here I shall close my account
of the military transactions of the British army in
St. Domingo

; for, although hostilities are still

continued in this ill-fated country, it is, I think,
sufficiently apparent, that all hopes and expecta-
tions of ultimate succese are vanished for ever

!

The historian who shall recount the eventsof 1793
will have to lament the mournful and untimely
deaths of many brave and excellent young men mIio
perished in this fruitless contest. Among the fore-
most of these was Lieutenant Colonel Thomas
Brisbane, of whom honourable notice is taken
in the foregoing pages, and whose gallantry and
good conduct were not more the subject of uni-
versal admiration, than his untimely fate of uni-
versal regret. He was killed on a reconnoitring
party in February. By his death, his country
was deprived, at a most critical juncture, of an
able, indefatigable, and intelli«ent officer, who had
gained the affections ofmost ofthe various descrip-
tions of people under his command by his kind-
ness, and the confidence of all by his courage fej.

The

Cdj Major General Williamson, the latter e^ of the year,
was appointed Governor General of St. DomingcT. He arrived
at Port au Prince in May 1795.

re) He was a captain in the 49th regiment, and lieutenant qq^-

loneiof the colonial corps called the St. Marc'ii Legion,
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I lie same fate a month afterwards, awaited Lieu- chap
tenant-Colonel Markham, who perished in attack- ^'
in^- an out-post of the enemy's forces which were ^cXm^
at that tmie, laying siege to Fort Bizotton. He fell

''^"'

as the detachment was rapidly advancing- to the
eharge. His survivor in coimuand (the hon Cap-
tain Colville) proceeded however with equal ani-
rnation

:
the out-post was carried ; the colours of

the enemy, and five pieces of their cannon, were
taken, and some hundreds of their number slain on
the spot; but the victory was dearly obtained by
the loss of so enterprizing and accomplished a
leader. Yet it affords some consolation to reflect
that these brave young men, though cut offin the
bloom of life, fell in the field of glory, nobly ex-
erting themselves in the cause of their country and
dying amidst the blessings and applauses of their
.eompatriots. Alas, how many of their youthful
associates, m this unhappy war, might have envied
them so glorious an exit ! W hat numbers have
penshed-not in the field of honour-but on the
bed of sickness !-^not amidst the shouts of vic-
tory-but the groans of despair !-condemned to
linger m the horrors of pestilence ; to fall without
a conflict, and to die without renown ! CfJ.

These

is 5?J^'"fT °^ """^""^ '° "^'"'^ S^"^"t men have perished

I
-^n^n^only known by the name of the yellow fevJ Twownters ofgreat ability (Dr. Rush of Philadelphia, and Dr bII

ZlT'Tr^'^^'' ^^^"^ London) have tLt d f^^lly ^f tlis"

fnunha
'''' ^''^ ^'^^"" "^^'^^^^^ ^^"- has given ofan unhappy patient of his in the West Indies, a younf officerof grea n^nt, in the last stage of this diseas , a ter f^m-dl^Uness, . drawn by the hand of a master, "i arrived 1;^

Ipdging^

I "I
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These reflections, and the observations >vhicli

I have made in the preceding pages, on the insuf-

ficiency of the means to the objects in view, are

not written in the spirit of accusation against men
in authority ; nor ( if 1 know myself) is there any

bias of party zeal on my judgment. I am far from

asserting, that the situation and resources of Great

Britain were such as to ail'ord a greater body of

troops for service in St. Domingo, at the proper

moment, than the number that was actually sent

thither. I presume not to intrude into the na-

tional councils, and am well-apprized that exist-

ing alliances and pre-engagemenis of the state,

were objects of important consideration to his

Majesty's ministers. Neither can I aifu'mj, that

the

lodgings of this much esteemed young mai) (says the doctor)

about four hours before his death. When 1 entered the room,

he was vomiting a black muddy cruor, and was bleeding at the

nose. A bloody ichor was oozing from the corners of his eyes,

and from his mouth and g\ims. His face was besmeared with

blood, and, with the dulness of his eyes, it presented a most
distressing contrast to his natural visage. His abdomen was
swelled, and inflated prodigiously. His body \a as all over of a

deep yellow, interspersed with livid spots. His hands and fee^

were of a livid hue. Every part of him was cold excepting

about his heart. He had a deep strong hiccup, but neither de-

lirium nor coma ; and was, at my fivt seeing him, as I thought,

in his perfect senses. He looked at the changed appearance of

his skin, and expressed, though he could not speak, by his sad

countenance, that he knew life was soon to yield up her citadel

now abandoning the rest of his body. Exhausted with vomit-

ing, he at last was suffocated with tlie blood he was endeavour-

ing to bring up, and expired.''

Moseley on Tropical Diseases, 3d edit, p. 449,

' i^k W
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^Iic delays and obstructions, which prevented the ckap.
arrival at the scene of action of some of the de- ^'•

tachnients, until the return of the sickly season
were avoidable. A thousand accidents and ca-
suaitiescontinually subvertand overthrow the best-
laid schemes of human contrivance. We have seen
considerable fleets detained by adverse winds, in the
ports ofGreat Britain, for many successive months,
and powerful armaments have been driven back by
storms and tempests, after many unavailinir at-
tempts to rech the place of tlieir destination. Thus
much I owe to candour ; but.at the same time, I
owe It also to truth, to avow my opinion, that in
case no greater force could have been spared for the
enterprize against St. Domingo, the enterprize it-
self ought not to have been undertaken. The ob-
ject ofthe British ministers was avowedly to obtain
possession of the whole of the French part of the
rountry. That they placed great dependance on
t.ie co-operation of the French inhabitants, and
were grossly deceived in this expectation, I believe
and admit

;
but they ought surely to have foreseen,

that a very formidable opposition was to be ex-
pected from tlie partizans and troops of the repub-
lican government

; and they ought also to have
known, that no considerable boiiv of the Fre..ch
planters could be expected to risk their lives and
fortunes in the common cause, but in full confidence
of protection and support. In my own judgment
all the force which Great Britain could have s'^nt
thither, would not have been sufficient for the
complete subjugation of the colony. It is assert.^dh competentjudges, that no less than six thonsand

Mieu

i\
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CHAP, men were necessary for the secure niaintenanre of
Port au Prince alone ; yet I do not believe tliat

the number of British, in all parts of St. Domingo,
at anj one period previous to the month of April

1795, exceeded two thousand two hundred, of

whom, except at the capture of Port au Prince,

not one half were fit for active service ; and dur-

ing the hot and sickly months of August, Septem^

ber, and October, not one third fgj.

Perhaps the most fatal oversight in the conduct

of the whole expedition, was the strang<3 and un-

accountable neglect of not securing the little port

ofJacmel on the south side of the Island, previous

to the attack of Port au Prince. With that post

on the one side of the peninsula, and the post of

Acul in our possession on the other, all communi-
cation between the southern and the two other

provinces

CgJ The following returns are authentick :

Return of the provincial troops in the service of the British go-

vernment at St. Domingo, 3 1st December, 1794,
Rank and file fit for duty. Sick. Total.

4yti - - 48 - - 544At Port au Prince

Mole St. Nicholas

St. Marc
209

813

1518

- - 38
- - 321

247

1134

•107 1925

Return of llie British forces in the island of St. Domingo, 31st

December 1794.
Rank and file cllective.

Port au Prince

]VIole St. Nicholas

Jeremie

Tiburon

St. Marc

a 00"

209

95

34

48

Sick.

402
10"6

59

18

33

Total,

828

3p
154

52

81

7^ 738 149Q
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provincos ^^ou\d have been nit on'; the naviffa-
t.on from the Windward Ishmds to Janiaiea
would have been made secure, while (he poses-
mon of the two (apes whieh ibnn the entrance
into Hie 13i^'ht of Leoo-ane (St. Nicholas and Ti-
bnron) would have protected the homeward trade
in Its course throu-h the Windward PassaL^c
All this might have been accomplished; and 1
think It IS all that, in sound policy, ought to Jiave
been attempted. As to Port an Prince, it would
have been fortunate if the works had been de-
stroyed, and the town evacuated immediately after
its surrender.

The reteiitioi, by the enemy of Jacmel andUs Cajes, not only enabled them to procure
reinforcements and supplies, but also most
uniplj to revenge our attempts on their coasts, by
reprisals on our trade. It is known, that upwards
ot thirty privateers, some of them of considerable
lorce, have been fitted out from those ports, whose
rapacity and vigilance scarce a vessel bound from
the Windward Islands to Jamaica could escape
Ihe prizes which they made, in a few short
inonths, abundantly compensated for the loss of
their ships at Portau Prince fh).

After
OO The following is a list of vessels hound to .Tamaica, M'hich

vvere taken and carried into Les Cayes, between June 1794 and
June 17()5, n.ost of them laden with dry goods, provisions, and
plantation stores, and many of them of great value.

From

185

The Edward, \Vm. Marshall, 13th June J 704
Fame, Robt. Hall, July

Bellona, Thos. White,
^ppe, Wm. Swan.

iSristol.

L. and Cork.

Liverpool.

The

I 4

m
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Aftfii all, tliouc;I» I have asserted notliinp;

which J do not believe to be true, I will honestly

admit, that many important facts and rivccim-

stances, unkno\vi\to me, very probably exisfed^ an

acquaintance with which is indispensably neces-

sary to enable any rnan to form a correct judj:;-

mcnt of the measures which were ])uisii d on this

occasion. To a writer, sitlinc; with comjiosurc in

his closctj with a partial display of facts before

him, it is \iO diflicult task to point out fiult:* and

mistakes in tlie conduct of publick affairs ; and

even where mistakes are discovered, the vvisaom

of after-knowledge is very cheaply acquired. It

is the lot of our nature, that the bebt-coucerted

plans

From

The Molly, PoterMawdslpy, 5th Mar 3 /"OS, Africa, :]00 negroes.

Hodge, Geo. Brown, lf)th Diuo, - Ijiverpool.

William, Thos. Calloinc, 20th Ditto.

Bell, A.i'chcl, Weir, Ditto, r - Greenoc k,

Bustler, Sewcll, - - a tnin-purt.

Druid, Wilson, 14lh March, - Leith.

Martha, Wm. Reid, ;}l,st March, - London.

Alexander, Benjn. Moor, !, th April, f Glasgow.

Lovely Peggy, Peter Murphy.

Swallow, Lachlan Vass, loth May.

Dunmore, Stephen Conmick, 2Uth May, London,

Maria, —Wilkinson, - - Ditto.

Minerva,— Robertson, 4th June, Africa, 450 negroes.

General Mathew, Thos. Douglas, Sth Ditto, - London.

A schooner, name forgot, Adam Walker, 23d Do, Glasgow.

jlope, Hambleton, 22d Ditto, - Ditto.

Caledonia, Hunter, 25th Ditto, Leith, last from London.

Molly, Simpson, 27th Ditto, - - Glasgow.

Resolution, Taunton, 29th Ditto, - - Hull,

And several vessel; belonging to Kingston, names frc ot.

3
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plan-, of l,„ma„ p„l|,.v :„,. s,,!,,-,..! (o .Tror., cmp.
J.
Inch tl... ,„can,-st ol.srrv,.,- will .„„n,-ti,n,.s ,1,-

^'•

tfct. •'
! |„, (,a,„l (savs aa o.nin.nt will,., ) (<iat

__

ca„n<^ build a hovel, n.ay d.M.iolish a pa-

Hut a .y,.w s.cno new opens for con(empla(io„
«n.l •e(l..,.*„,», «,,.„„«. lV«m inl.lli^.enec .ecci-cd
since [ l,,.ga„ nnuork, Cat the Spanish gcvcn.-
ment has fornmlly ceded to the Repnblick ofIranee the whole of this ^nat and nl.hle island
'" perpetual s..ve.eisrutv ! So extraordinary a
ciroum,s(.,nee will doubtless give birth to much
speeulatum and enqnirv, as well concerning the
value and extent of the territory eedcd, as the
presen disposition and gon,.ral character of the
Spanish inhabitants. VViil ,l„.v relish this transfer
01 their allegnmce from a n„„n.rehical toarepub-
'"';"' ^"*''™ •"' "*, asiteonfessediv is, vvith-
out their previous consent or knowledge": or may
easonable evpeetat.ons be encouraged, that they
V.

1
now cor,!,a!|., eo-operate with the Ei^lish.inMHueing the country to the British dominion >

Will such as- .stance effect the re-establishment of
hordinat,.,.. and good government amo,.; thV St body., revolted negroes.^ These are deep

q-cstums, the investigation of whieh will lead to
enquu-iesofstill greater magnitude; for, wll
J

onsider the possession, hy an active and in-d" t.ious people, of so vast a field for enterprize
"'1 i-uprovemeiU on the ouc hand, or the trium, h.ueeess ul revolt and savage anarchy^ t'h

PoLh '•'?''' '" ''''*'''•" ""^ '"t-e fate andpioJUable ewsttiicc of the n-.f.vi, . ..-. • •ii.c i.-,,[i3ii iciTuones ill

this
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this part of the worlds are involved in the issue.

On all thcvSCj and various collateral subjects^ I re-

gret that I do not possess the means of giving

jnuch satisfaction to the reader. Such informa-

tion, however, as I have collected on some of the

preceding enquiries, and such reflections as occur

to me on others, will be found in the ensuing

chapter, which concludes my work.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XII.

Ancient State of the Spanish Colony.— The Toxvn
of St. Domingo established hy Bartholomew
Columbus in 14:98. —Pillaged by Drake in 1586.
^Conjectures and Refections concerning its
present Condition, and the State of Agriculture
in the interior Country.—lumbers and Charac-
ter of the present Inhabitants.— Their Animosilu
towards the French .Planters, and Jealousy of
the English.—Conjectures concerning the future
Situation of the whole Island; and some con-
cluding Rcjicctions.

The Spanish colony in Hispaniola (the name St
Domingo being properly applicable to the chief
citj only) was the earliest establishment made by
the nations of Europe in the New World • and
unhappily, it is too notorious to be denied, that W
was an establishment founded in rapacity and ce-
mented with human blood ! The sole object of
the first Spanish adventurers was to ransack the
bowels of the earth for silver and gold ; m which
Irantick pursuit, they murdered at least a million
ot the peaceful and inoffensive natives ! As themmes became exhausted, a few of the more in-
dustrious of the Spaniards entered on the cultiva-
tion of cacao, ginger, and sugar ; but the povertv
ot the greater part of the inhabitants, and the
discovery of new mines in Mexico, occasioned a
proaigious emiVr^tion • fi,« ^,,,,,--:

. . c
^. = ,

CD "
:>

-i"^ eAjiciicnce ot past
aisappomfments not proving suflit itly po>
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CHAP, to cure the rage for acquiring wealth by a shoitcf
''"

course than Uiat of patient industry. In less than

a century, therefore, Hispaniola was nearly desert-

ed, and nothing preserved it as a colony, but the

establinhmcnt of archiepiscopal government in its

chief city, St. Domingo ; and its being for many

vears the seat of civil and criminal jurisdiction, in

cases of appeal, from all the territories of Spain

in this part of the world faj.

The settlement of the French in the western

part of the island, of the origin of which I have

already given an account, though the primary

cause of hereditary and irreconcilable enmity be-

tvt'een the two colonies was however productive

ofgood even to the Spaniards themselves. As the

French settlers increased in number, and their

plantations became enlarged, they wanted oxen

for their markets, and horses for their mills.

These, their neighbours were able to supply with-

out much exertion of labour ; and thus an inter-

course was crcaied, which has continued to the

present day ; the Spaniards receiving, through

the French, the manufactures of Europe, in ex-

change for cattle. The example too, before their

eyes, of successful industry and growing prosperity,

was not wholly without its effect. The cultiva-

tion of sugar, which had diminished nearly to

nothing, was revived in different parts of the Spa-

nish territory, and plantations were established of

cacao, indigo, ginger, and tobacco. The qum-
1 ity

(aj The administration ol" justice throughout Spanish Ame-
riva is at prc-cjit divided into tweh'e courts of audierxs, ono

only ol' which is at St. Dumino;o.
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tity of sugar exported in the beginning of <he ch..ppresentcenfuy. is said to have amounted year v
""

to 1 5,000 che-its, each of 7 cwt
"

The country itself being evidently more moun-tau ous .„ the central and eastern than in thewestern parts, ,t is probable, that the Spanish te!

that of the French
; but much the greater portionof the .sland remained, until the late treaty^nderthe Spanish dominion

; and of that, by far themajor part continues at this hour an unproduc-
tive wilderness. On the northern coast, the iLof division ,a„ ,t j,,, ..j,^.. Massacre, a. "dcossing th^

, .untry somewhat irregularlv, termt
..atedon the southern side, at a small bi; caTed

ir f-«f
K*-; 'eaving nearly two-' ofthe whole island in the possession of Spain Pro-ceeding eastward along the shore from the boun-dary on the north, the 6rst place of note is MonteChris

1, a town which formerly grew to impor!ance by contraband traffick with North Ame Icbut IS now reduced to a miserable villao-e .eabode of a few fishermen; and the surround^c untry exhibits a melancholy prospect ofnTX ?

s" atth {• ^'" T' '' •'"SO "ins in :

dBtance inland are grazing farms of con.,ider-able extent From the mouth of this river L
site of the first settlement established by Chr ,to-Pl.er Columbus) the soil, though capable of m
rTrf' ^"!'>i'^'*«

no -g" of ctltiva'on tZ"au.ua to om tape Francois (with the exception

of
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of Puerto de Plata) the coast seems entirely de-

serted ; nor, after passing the bay of Saniana,

does a much setter prospect offer, until coasting

round ihe eastern extremity, we reach a vast ex-

tent of level country called Llos Llanos, or the

Plains ; at the west end of which, on the banks of

the river Ozama, stands the metropolis.

This city, which was long the most considerable

in the new world, was founded by Bartholomew

Columbus, in the year 1498, and named, after a

saint of great renown in those days, St. Dominick.

There i» preserved in Oviedo, a Spanish historian,

who resided here about thirty years after its first es-

tablishment, an account of its state and population

at that period, w hich being equally authentick and

curious, I shall present to the reader at length.

" But nowe (says the historian) tospeake sum-

" what of the priiicipall and chiefe place of the

" islaude, whiche is the citie of Sail Domcnico: I

'' saye, that as touchynge the buildynges, there is

no citie in Spaine, so much for so-muche ( no

not Barsalona, whiche I have oftentymes scene)

' that is to bee preferred before this generallye.

For the houses of San Domenico are for the

'' moste parte of stone, as are they of Barsalona.

" The situation is muche better tha that of Bar-

" salona, by reason that the streates are much

"larger and playner, and without comparyson
'^' more directe and strayght furth. For beinge

" buyldednoweinourtyme,besyde thecommoditie

" of the place of the foundation, the streates were

'' also directed with corde, compase and measure ;

" weicinitexccUoihal the cities that I have scne.

-It

iTf

te.

a
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10 moie space betwen the sea and the citie
^"

then the wanles. On the other parte, hard b;the S3,de and at the foote of the houses, passetl,
the rjver Oz«m«, wbiche is a marvevlous porte •

wlierein laden shyppes ryse very nere to the
lande, and in manner under the house wyn-
dowes. In the myddest of the cife is (he for^
tressc and castle

; the port or haven also, i, ,„tayre and commodious to defraight or unlade
«l>yppes, as the lykeis foundebutin fewe place!of the worlde. The chynuneis that are m th
c.t,e are about syxe hundre.h in number, andsuch houses as I have spoken of before ; of thewhich sum are so fayre and large tl.at tlievmaye ,veU receave an 1 l.dge any lorde or nobiemanne of Spyne, v,i,b his trayne and familio;
and especially that A.hich JJon Diego Colm
•vreeroy under your majestie, bath in this citie'

ITl" « f \
'"""'' "" '""" '" Spayne that

I'a i. the lyke, by a quarter, in.goodnesse, con-
yderynge all the co„um„lities of the same
Lykewyse the situation thereof as beins^e above
hesaj<e porte, and altogyther of stone, andLavyuge many faire and large roomes, wi-h a,goodly a prospect of the lande and sea as yn^Mbe devysed, seemeth unto me so maunifical and

pnncelyke, that>our majestic mav bee as ucUodged therein as in any of the moste exquisite-mWed houses of Spayne. There is also a Z
hedrall churche buylded of late, where, as well"le byshop accordyng to his dygnitie, as al.„
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CHAP. " well buylded of stone and lyme, and of p;ood

^"-
^' workemansbyppe.* There arc fnrtlier-more

" three monasteries bearyng the names of Saynt

" Dominike, Saynt Frances, and Saynt Mary of

'' Mercedes ; the whiche arc well buylded, al-

•' though not so cnriouslye as they of Spayne.

" There is also a very good hospitall for the ayde

and succour of pore people, whiche was found-

ed by Michacll Passamont, thrcasur'er to your

majestie. To conclude, this citie fro day to day

" incrcaseth in welth and good order, as wel for

" that the sayde admyrall and viceroy, with the

" lorde cliaunceloure and counsayie appoynted

" there by your majestie, have theyr continual!

'' abydynas^e here, as also that the rychest men of

'^ the ilande resort hythcr, for thyre moste com-

'' modious habitation and trade of such merchaun-

" dies as arc eyther brought owt of Spayne, or

'' sent thyther from this iland, which nowe so

" abundeth in many thynges, that it serveth

'' Spayne with many commodities, as it were with

" usury requityng such beucfites as it fyrst re-

'' ceaved from thense (I))."

It is probable that St. Domingo had now at-

tained the summit of its prosperity. About sixty

years afterwards (1st January 1586) it was at-

tacked by Sir Francis Drake ; a narrative of whosa

* To this cathedral were conveyed, from the Carthusian Mo-

nastery in Seville, the remains of Christopher Columbus, who

expired at Valladolid on the 20th of May 1506. It was his

dying request that his body should be interred in St. Domingo.

(b) From a translation by Richard Eden, printed, London

1555, in black letter.

expedition,
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ii

fxpedition, by an cye-witnpss i= „, j
HaHii.r« r^u ..• •'

„™''"^*s, is preserved in chapHakluj-t s Collection
; from which it appears that

''"
U was, even th.n a city of great extent ad mSn.ficc„ce • and .t .s shocking to relate, that."

Z

. W ' L, ' '"'"' ''^'"''' t" destroy it by fireMe s,,e„t the early part of the mornings (avs

travel to mm them. And albeit, for divers daveoge her, we ordeined ech morning by da" break'"'* 'he heat began at nine of t1.e dole th ftwo hundred mariners did nought els but l\

IZld yJv,
'"''''"^"''»' ^'ood forth for (heirguard

.
yet d,d we not, or could not> in this tim/consume so much as one third part ^f th w^^:and so in the end, wearied with firinp- «..

2T:/rT^r "' '- -'''^^'^^'^^^.lutats, of hve sh.llnigsand sixpence (he neece forthe ransom* of the rest of the towne (cj-'

fO Tiie following anecdote, related bv the sam^ ,„,t*.kmg ,o be overlooked. 1 ,h,n „„o,eT " " ""*

Dunng the ».ar of the English arn^ Ittc' r™,!™'*-
""ttle general sent on a tnessage fo the S„aL ""''-'''

.
negro boy with a flag of ivhite si°nltL .

"^ governor, a

)-ds„rdi„aric ntannl to do ule^'l f ,

i™"'
'"
"
,"" '"»"

'"us; uhi,b boy unhappily
!«"''* "P''™''''°^l'°''k

«.- who had b'een S i
g'^ 'Lr Zf I'^'

'":"'= "'
Spanish galley, which wi,;^ ,! ,

"'" """S '" Hie

o- hands. „L, wiji: :."::!;
-»

':;t""™
"""
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Of the present condition of this ancient citv,

the number oj' its inhabitants, and the connnerce

whicli they support, I can obtain no account on

which I can depend. That it hath been long; in

its decline, I have no doubt ; but that it is wholly

depopulated and in ruins, as Raynal asserts, 1 do

not believe. The cathedral and other publick

buildings are still in being;, and were lately the

residence of a considerable body of clergy and

lawyers. The city continued also, while under

the Spanish government, the diocese of an arch-

bishop, to whom, it is said, the bishops of St. Jac;©

in Cuba, Venezuela in New Spain, and St. John's

in Porto Rico, were suftVagans. These circum-

stances have hitherto saved St. Domingo from en-

tire decay, and may possibly continue to save it.

With this very defective information the reader

must be content. As little seems to be known

concerning the state of agiiculture in the Spanish

clnred the manner of this wrongfull crueltie, died forthwith in

his presence ;
wherewith the gewerall being greatly p:ission'd,

commanded—the provost maitiall to cause a couple of triers,

then prisv)ners, to be carried to the same place where the boy

was stroken, and there presently to be hanged ;
dispatching, at

the same instant, another poor prisoner, with the reason where-

fore this execution was tione, and with this turther message,

that untill the party who had thus murdered the general's mes-

sencrer, were delivered into our hands to receive condigne pu-

nishment, there should no clay passe wherein there should not

two prisoners be hanged, until they were all consumed which

were in our hands. Whereupon the day following, hee that

had been captainc of the king's galley, brought the offender to

the towne's end, oflxjring to deliver him into our hands
;
but it

was thought to be a more honourable revenge to make them

there, in our sii^ht, to p^erforme the execution themselves, which

was done accordingly."
possessions
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pos.css.0,,, ,„tl,i, island, as of their capital and c„ u-co„„„erce. A few planter, are said to lul.ivJc
^'"

caeao, tobacco, and s.igar, for (heir own expo -

are'l'i ill

""
^fTJ^'

'"""' ""^" 1"""""'^^ '"" '•"<''
arc kt.ll exported for consumption in Spain. The
clnef ardclcof cvporlation, however, continues tobe, what It always has been since the mines were
abandoned, the hides of horned entile : which havo
. h.p .ed to such a degree, that (he proprietors
a.cs„.d to reckon them by thousands and vast
ni'inhers (as I believe I have elsewhere observed)
are annually slaushfered solely for the skius *

iT seems therefore extremely probable, that the
cultiva .on ol (he earth is ahnost entirely neglected
Inoughout the whole of the Spanish dominion i„
tnis island

;
and that some of the finest tracts of

land ,„ the world, once the paradise of a simple
and innoceot peo|,le, are now abandoned to the
beasts of the field, and the vultures which hover
round them frf;.

Of this description, probably, is the country
aready mentioned, called Los Llanos, which
stretches eastward from the capital upwards of
fourscore Bnt.sh miles in length, by twenty or
tweuty-five m width; and which, abounding innvers throughout, may be supposed adapted for

• It is said that a Corapnny wns formed at Barcelona in 1 757w. h excl„s,ve pnvilcges. tbr.hc- rc-e.,u,l,li.l,™e„t„f aJcui ure

filthy bild OnfTm " '^""''"'" '"'""^*'
" '-'^y --""- ™Jwuiy bird tlia f<..eds on carnon, Tl,«e birds abound in StDomingo, and devour the carcises ,

'' •
i .

,t,- .

t-ait.ihes I ''- eatt e as soon au I to
.kins ore .( rippcd oif Ly the iuuu.r..
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CHAP, tlie growth of every tropica! production : it seoins

^""
capable also of being artificially flooded in dry

weather.

Next to Los Llanos in magnitude, but superior,

it is believed, in native fertility, is the noble valley

to the north, railed Vega Real ; Ihrough the

middle of which flows the river Ynna, for the

space of fifty miles, and disembogues in Samana

bay to the cast. Perhaps it were no exaggeration

to say, that this and the former districts are alone

capable of producing more sugar, and other va-

luable commodities, than all the British West In-

dies put together.

These plains, however, though in contiguity

the largest, are not the only parts of the country

on which nature has bestowed extraordinary fer-

tility. Glades abundantly rich, easy of access,

and obvious to cultivation, are every where found

even in the bosom of the mountains ; while the

paountains themselves contribute to fertilize the

galleys which they encircle.

Proceeding westward along the southern coast,

from the capital to the river Nieva, the country is

said to be subject to excessive droughts ; but here

too, the beneficence of nature has provided a re-

medy for this inconvenience, in a thousand beau-

tiful rivulevs, which, descending from the distant

mountains, intersect the low lands in various di-

rections. Of this never-failing resource, even the

aborip;inal natives, ignorant as we suppose them

to have been, knew how to avail thinni^elves by

flooding their lands therefrom in the dry season ;*
J- . " -

* Vide vol. i. p. 102,

—and
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—and it is probable that some of the earliest of the chap.
Spanish settlers followed their example; for it is

^"•

eviilcnt that many spots in this great tract vverQ
form.rly covered with plantations both of sugar
and indi;.o

; tinur sites beino; marked out by the
ruins of ancient building-s, which could have been
erected only for the nmnufuctur^ of those articles.

Amidst the wilderness of thicvets and weeds,
which now deform and encumber the ground, are
discovered many valuable growths in' a state of
wild luxuriance, such as the cactus of several va-
rieties, the indigo plant—a species of cotton of
which the wool is reddish, and some others;
pointing out to the present slothful possessors, that
line of cultivation which would turn to profitable
account, even in spots to which w ater could not
easily be conducted. With <his au viliary tliere is

no reason to doubt that every production of the
tropicks might be raised tlirouo:hout this district,
in the utmost plenty and perfection.

Bv much the greater part of this extensive range,
however, remains as Nature originally created ^it-

covered with woods of immense growth and luxu-
riant foliage, with very little underwood. TJie
mahogany, the cedar, the guaiacum, the bitter-
ash, the fustick, and a ihau^and others, here flou-
rish, and die unmolested. In some places are vast
groves of the latanier or fhatch-palm, the sight of
which always gives pleasure to tlie beholder, not
mure from the singular conformation and beauty
of the tree itself, than from the circumstance that
It indicates, with unerring certainty, a rich and
deep soil underneath,

The
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^xn^'
'^^^ ^'^*^* obstacle to the re-cstablislirnrnt of

V"v^w towns aiul settlements on the southern coast, arises

from the insutticiencv of its pcrts and harbours;—

manv of the shipping places bcitii; nothing; more

than open bays, which, in the autuniuiil months, lie

exposed to the furj of storms and hurricanes. The

harbour of St. Domingo, which was formerly sup-

, posed to be commodious and s-cure, has beconie,

in the course of years, too shallow to admit ships of

large burthen ;—but its loss nii-ht be happily sup-

plied, at the distance of fourteen leagues to the

westward, in the bay of Ocoa; a ca[)acious inlet,

comprehending two most safe and commodious

ports, named Calilcva and Pitcrla Ricjo, Tlie very

ttdvaatageous position of this great bay, in the

centre of the southern part of the island:—in the

track, and almost in sig iit, of ships bound to Ja-

maica, and the Mexican Gulpli ;—the safety and

security which it oOers at all seasons of the year, in

the two subordinate ports before mentioned ;—all

these are circumstances of importance ; and they

will, without doubt, attract the notice of tiie

French Government, whenever it shall hereafter

attempt to form any considerable establishment in

the late Spanish part of this great country.*

* Most of v/liat is given in the above and the preceding page, is

added since the former cdiliun. I'he author derived his infor-

mation from a letter to the Fiench Directory, written in i;()8,

by certain commissioners employed to examine ilie 'eastern part

pf St. Domingo.and report to the Dirtctory c( ncerning its aj^ricul-

ture and production. This letter, which is one only of a large

series, having been sent by a vessel that was captured by a Bri-

tish cruiser, was put into the hands of the author, and, as far as

jf oQgg jg
ygj-i- intelliffent and satisfactory. It is to be hoped the

remainder
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Tins scanty and uninteresting is tlie hest ac- chap.

count I have to ^Hvc of tlie territory itself; nor is
^''*

JUV information huk h Fiiore perfect concerning
ihe number anil condition of the people by whom
It IS at present inhahit.^d. The earliest detach-
ments from Old Spain were undoubtedly nume-
rous. IJcrrera, an ', curate and well-informed
iustonan, reckons th;n. there were, at one period,
no less than J4,(X)0 Cast.' ,m. in Mi.paniola.
buch was the renown of K, ricu % that men of
all ranks and conditions les vU^d hitlier, in the
loiid expectation of sharing - t!v: golden harvest.
Its mines, indeed, were very proJuctive. Robert-
son relates, that they contimied foi- many years
to yield a revenue of 400,000 pe^os (cj. Ineoii-
trastinjv this fact with an anecdote whieh I have
dscv>licie * recorded, that the inhabitants, at the
tune of Drake's invasion, were so wretchedly poor
as to be compelled to use, in barter among- them-
selves, ;7/m's o//t7i/7^er as a substitute for money
we arc furnished Nxith a striking proof, that the
true way to acquire riches, is nf)t by digo-in^ j^to
the bowels, hut by improving the snrtUce of the
earth. Not having any manufactures, nor the
productions of agriculture, to ollbr in exchange
for the necessaries and conveniences of life, all
their gold had soon found its wav to Europe;
and when the mines became exhausted, their

penury

remainder of the correspondence will some time or other be
made publick, as Uie writers nj.pe.r to be men of science and
observation.

(e) Upwards of ]00,0(JO/, sterling.

f \ ol. i. Book 2d,

'»

iM»-rm " J'.
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|i! >

penury was extreme; and sloth, depopulation,

' and degeneracy, were its necessary consequen-

The introduction into this island of negroes from

Africa, of which I have elsewhere traced the ori-

gin and cause (g), took place at an early period.

This resource did not, however, greatly contribute

to augment the population of the colony ; for such

ofthe whites as removed to the continent, in search

of richer mines and better fortune, commonly took

their negroes with them ; and the small-pox, a few

years afterwards, destroyed prodigious numbers of

others. In 1717, the whole number of inhabitr

ants under the Jipanish dominion, of all ages and

conditions, enslaved and free, were no more than

18,410, and since that time, I conceive, they have

rather diminished than increased. Of pure whites

(in contradistinction to the people of mixed

blood) the number is undoubtedly very incon-

,
siderable; perhaps not 3,000 in the whole.

The

(f) The gro!?s ignorance of considering gold and sih'cr as real

instead of artificial wealtii, and tlie folly of neglecting agri-

culture for the sake of exploring mines, ha\e been \ve\\ exposed

by Abbe Raynal ; who compares the conduct of the Spaniards

in this res])ect, to that of the dog in the fable, dropping the piece

of meat which he had in his mouth, to catch at the shadow of

it in the water.

Cg) Book iv. c. 2. A curious circumstance was, however,

omitted. When ihe Portuguese first began the traflick in ne-

groes, application was made to the Pope to sanctify the trade

by a bull, which his Huiiness issued accordingly. In conse-

quence of this permission and authority, a very considerable

slave-market was established at Lisbon, insomuch, that about

tiie year l/'oy, from 10 to 12^000 negroes were sold tiicre au-

Vually.
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The hereditary and unextinguishable animosity chap.
between the Spanish and French planters on tliis

^^^

island has already been noticed. It is probable
however, that the knowledge of this circumstance
created greater reliance on the co-operation of the
Spaniards with the British army, than was justified
by subsequent events. At the earnest and re-
peated solicitations of Lieutenant Colonel Bris-
bane, in 17D4, orders were indeed transmitted
from the city of St. Domingo to the Commandant
at Verettes, Don Francisco de Villa Nevva, to join
the English with the militia of that part of the
country

; ihe British garrison at St. Marc under-
taking to supply them with provisions and am-
munition

: but these orders were ill obeyed. Not
more than three hundred men were brought into
the field, and even those were far from being
hearty in (he common cause. The French loyal-
ists appeared in greater numbers in the neighbour-
hood of St. Marc than in any other district ; and
the Spaniards detested the French colonists of all
descriptions. It was evident, at the same time,
that they were almost equally jealous of the Eng-
lish; betraying manifest symptoms of discontent
and envy, at beholding them in possession of St.
Marc, and the fertile plains in its vicinage. They
proceeded, however, and took the towii" and har-
bour of Gonaive

; but their subsequent conduct
inanifested the basest treachery, or the rankest
cowardice. The town was no sooner attacked by
u small detachment from the revolted negroes, than
the Spaniards suffered themsei-.es to be driven out
«f it, in the moat uuaccouiitabie manner; leaving

the

V WH

> IH\
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CHAP, the French inhahitants to the fury of the savages,
^"' who massacred the whole numher (as their com-

rades had done at Fort Dan phi n) and then re-

duced <be town itself to ashes ('/i^.

On liie whole, there is reason to suppose that a

great proportion ofthe present Spanish projirietors

in St. Domingo are a debased and degenerate race

;

a motley

(Ti) In the northern province of the French colony, the in-

habitants of Fort Dauphin, a toM'n situated on tlie Spanish bor-

ders, having no assistance from the English, and being appre-

hensive of an attack from the rebel negroes, applied for protec-

tion, and delivered up the town, to tlie Spanish government.

The Spanish commandant, on accepting the conditious required,

•which were chiefly for personal safety, issued a proclamation,

importing, that such of the V rench planters as would seek r«-

fuge there should find security. Seduced by this proclamation,

a considerable number repaired thither} when, on Monday tiie

7th of July 1794, Jeon Franco'St the negro general, and leader

of the revolt in l/.Ql, entered the town wiih some thousands of

armed negroes. He met not the smallest resi-stance, either at

the advanced posts, or at the barriers occupied by the Spanish

troops } tlie inhabitants keeping their houses, in the hope of

beiag protected by the commandant. In an instant, every part

of the city resounded with the cry of " Long live the King of

Spain ! Kill all the French ; but offer no violence to the Spa-

niards :" and a general massacre of the French commenced, in

which no less than 77 1 of them, without distinction of sex or

age, were murdered on the spot : the Spanish soldiers standing

by, spectators of the tragedy. It is thought, however, that if

the Spaniards had openiy interposed, they would have shared

the fate of the French. It is said that Mont-Galvos, comuiander

of the Spanish troops, moved by compassion towards some

French gentlemen of his acquaintance, admitted them into the

ranks, dressing them in the Spanish uniform for their security
;

others were secretly conveyed to the fort, and sent otf in the

night to IVlonte tin Isti, where they gat on board an American

\e5s6i beloiigiiig 1.0 Sujeni.
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a motley mixture from European, Indian, and chap.
African ancestry

; and the observation which has
^"'

been made in another place (i), concerning the
Spanish inhabitants of Jamaica, at the conquest of
tl^t island in 1655, will equally apply to these.
Ihey are neither polished bv social intercourse
nor improved by education ; but pass their daysm gloomy languor, enfeebled by sloth, and de-
pressed by poverty. From such men, therefo-e
great as their antipathy is to the French nation'
and however averse they may be to a change of
laws and government, I am afraid that no cordial
co-operation with the British can ever be expect-
ed. The best families among them, rather .u ^

submit to the French dominion, will probably i^e-
raove to Cuba, or seek out new habitations amon^
their countrymen on the neighbouring continent

i
\vhile those which remain will necessarily sink
into the general mass of coloured people, French
and Spanish

; a class that, I think, in process of
time, will become masters of the towns and culti-
vated parts of the island on the sea-coast ; leaving
the interior country to the revolted negroes Such
probably, will be the fate of this once beautiful
and princely colony ; and it grieves me to say
that the present exertions of Great Britain on this
blood-stained theatre, can answer no other en4
than to hasten the catastrophe !

I MIGHT here expatiate on the wonderful dispen-
sations of Divine Providence, in raising up the en-
slaved Africans to avenge the wrongs of the injured
aborigines

:
I might also indulge the fond but falla-

ciou8
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ctous idea^ that as the negroes of St; Doniingd

have been eye-witnesses to the benefits of civilized

life among the whites;—have seen in wiiat man-

ner, and to what extent, social order, peaceful in-

dustry, and submission to laws, contribute to indi-

vidual and general prosperity ( advantages which

were denied to them in their native country;)

some superior spirits may hereafter rise up among

them, by whose encouragement and example they

may be taught, in due time, to discard the fero-

cious and sordid manners and pursuits of savage

life ; to correct their vices, and be led progressively

on to civiliz:?tion and gentleness, to the knowledge

of truth, and the practice of virtue. This picture

is so pleasing to the imagination, that every hu-

mane and reflecting mind must wish it may be

realized ; but I am afraid it is the mere creation

of the fancy—'' the fabrick of a vision !" Expe-

rience has demonstrated, that a wild and lawless

freedom affords no means of improvement, either

jmental or moral. The Charaibes of St. Vincent,

and the Maroon negroesof Jamaica, were origi-

nally enslaved Africans; and wliat ihey now are,

the freed negroes of St. Domingo will hereafter be

—savages in the midst of society ; without peace,

security, agriculture, or property; ignorant of the

duties of life, and unacquainted with all the soft

and endearing relations which render it desirable;

averse to labour, though frequently perishing of

Want ; suspicious of each other, and towards the

rest of mankind revengeful and faithless, remorse*

less and bloody-minded ; pretending to be frecj

while gro&ning beneath tlie capricious despotism

4 of'
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Planters.
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of tlieir chiefs, and feeling all the miseries of ser- chap.
vitude, without th- benefits of subordination

!

^"'

If what I liave inus—not hastily, but—delibe-
rately predicted, concerning the fate of this unfor-
tunate country, shall be verified by the event, all
other reflections must yield to the pressing con-
sideration how best to obviate and defeat the in-
fluence which so dreadful an example of success^
ful revolt and triumphant anarchy may have in
our own islands. This is a subject which will
soon force itself on the most serious attention of
Government

; and I am of opinion, that nothing
less than the co-operation of the British parlia-
ment with the colonial legislatures can meet its
emergency. On the other hand, if it be admitted
that the object is infinitely too important, andtlie
means and resources of France much too power-
ful and abundant, to suffer a doubt to remain con-
cerning the ultimate accomplishment of her viewsm seizing on the whole of this extensive country

;

if we can suppose that (convinced at length, by
pamful experience, of the monstrous follj ox sud-
denly emancipating barbarous men, and placing
them at once in all the complicated relations o>
civil society; she will finally succeed in reducing
the vast body of fugitive negroes to obedience ;
and m establishing security, subordination, and
order, under a constitution of government suited
to the actual condition of the various classes of
the inhabitants :—-if such shall be her good for^
tune, it will not require the endowment of pro-
phecy to foretel the result. The middlinir, and
who are commonly the most itidustriou*

1^

iM
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P^^^^^Jfs, throui^hQut every island in the West
Indies^ allured by the cbi^apness of the land ar d

the superior fertility of the soil, will assuredly

seek our settlements in St. Domingo ; and a West
Indian empire will fix itself in this noble island,

to which, in a few short yeivrs, ail Ibe tropical

poiisessions of Europe will be found subordinate

aod tributary. Placed in the centre of iLiritisii

and Spanish America and situated to wiodv/ard

of those ter\- ries of either nation which are

most valu;\bh% v hiie the < innncrce of both must

exist only by iJs ;?o<kI pleasure, all the riches of

Mexico win be wholly at its disposal. Then will

the vassal Spaniard lament, when it is too late, the

thoughtless and improvident surrender he has

made, aod Great Britain find leisure to reflect

liow deeply she is heiself concerned in the conse-

quences of it. The dilemma is awful, and the

final issue known only to that omniscient Power,

in whose hand is the fate of empires ! But what-

ever the issue may be,—in all the varieties of for-

tune,—in all events and circumstances, whether

prosperous or adverse,—it infinitely concerns

both the people of Great Briiain, and the inha-

bitants of the British colonies,— I cannot repeat

it too often,—to derive admonition from the story

before us. To Great Britain I would intimate,

that if, disregarding the present example, encou-

ragement shall continue to be given to the pesti-

lent doctrines of thos/' hot-])rained fanaticVj^ a id

detestable incendiarie: , who, under the vit/ pre-

tence of philanthropy and zeal for the inleAc«ts

of sufl'eriwg humanity, preach up rebellion ;]ad
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CHAP, power, their general conduct for the last twenty
"""

years ( notwithstandiug the foul calumnies witl\

which they have been loaded) may court enquiry,

and bid defiance to censure. A perseverance ii>

the same benevolent system, progressively leading

the objects of it to civilization and mental im-

provement, preparatory to greater indylg^nce, is

all that humanity can require ; for it is all that

prudence can dictate. Thus will the Planters

prepare a shield of defence against their enemies,

and sectire to themselves that serenity and eleva^

tion of mind, which arise from an approving con-

science ;
producing assurance in hope, and con-

solation in adversity. Their persecutors and

slanderers in the mean time will be disregarded or

forgotten ; for calumny, though a great, is a tem-

porary evil, but truth and justice will prove triunv.

phant and eternal
\

mm ;
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n-LCSTRATIONS, AND ADDITIONAL

NOTES,

TO THE

HISTORICAL SURVEY

ST, DOMINGO.

Tl MtewngJABLES we«d„™
„p^ order of.h. tegi.ta-n. A,sembly „, France, «.Wch „,e. .ha 2,« f (y^ZhOh and see* .„ ha>e beea framed «, ,l,e view oi a«er.a-nmg,he actual „a,e of the Colony, and iu Co..mer^

m,n,=d.a.ely before the breaking o.„ of .he rebeUi™:;^;N groe, „, the month of Augu,, of that year. The „tabw.
1
be found to differ, in .o,»e of the partLar,. fron, fe.tatetnentwhichha, been given in the p„cedi„g ;age, t ,'

<l.ffere„ce arises par,ly fro,, the actual chang! of'1„^!uncs ,„ .he course oftwo years which i„,er;e„edZZthe penods when each statetnem was made up, and parOy ram afratd, from errors and omission, of my o^^
^' ' i

'( I
>
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ko. IV.

Trade of the French Part of St. Domingo with old France.

Imports for the Ydar 1788.

Quantity.

18G,759

S^S09

8,044

27,154

20,762

1,359

121,537
''.020

5,7;J2

6,174

10,375
6,93*7

2,284

19,457

5,999
14,613

2,486
1,308

17,219

24,a61

14,732

4,351

1,627

Kature df Goods;

i

Barrels of Flour - -

Quintals of Biscuit * i i

Ditto - Chee96
Ditto - Wax Candles s

Ditto - Soap - '-

Ditto - Tallow Candles -

Ditto - Oi!

Ditto - Tallovr -

Casks of Wind - - *

Cases of Do - - . -

Casks of Beer - « -

Hampers of Beer - - •

Cases of Cordials . - -

Ankers of Brandy - - -

Ditto of Vinegar
Baskets of Aniseed. Liquor
Quintals of Vegetables

Cases of preserved Fruit

Quintals of Cod Fish - •

Ditto - Salt Fish

Ditto - Butter

Ditto - Salt Beef
Ditto - Salt Pork
Ditto - Ditto . - .

Ditto - Hams - - -

Dry Goods, viz. 1-inens, Woollens,

Silks, Cottons, and Manufac-
tures of all kinds

Sundry other Articles, valued at -

Amount of all the Goods imported

Amount m
Hispaniola

Currency.

iJv.

12,271,247

i?8,684

217,450

.
602,010

1,589,985

1,479,510

1,973,750

55,770
l3,ft 10,960

584,770
828,175
157,380
840,070
140,238

23,784

254;39«
322,13d
320,477

85,(507

2G,7(X)

1,650,150

998,300
1,101,395

37C,560
i77,340f

39,008,600

8,685,600

86,414,040

These Imprtrtaticns were made in 5?0 Vessels, measuring together

189,67!) Tons, or by Average 325^ 'I'oiis each \ cssel ; viz.

224 from Bourdeaux.
129 from Nantes.

90 from Marseilles,

80 from Havre de Grace.

i9 from Dunkirk.
1 1 from St. Malo.

10 from Bayonne.
5 from lia Rochallc.

3 from Harflcur.

2 from Cherbourg.
2 from Croisic.

1 from Dieppe.
1 fi.)in Rouen.
1 from (iranville.

1 from Cettc.

1 from Rhedon.

Add to the 580 Vessels from Franca, 9ft from the Coast of Africa,*-

and the French Part of Hispaniola will be found to hava c^iployed

678 Vessels belonging to France in the year 1788.

I" 4
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ais

No. V.

Iforeign TRADE in 1788 (exclusive of the Spanish.)

Imported by Foreigners (Spaniards excepted) to
thfe Amount of

Exported by the same
• 6,821,707 JLivtes.

- 4,409,922

Difference
2,411,785

JVr. B. This Trade employed 763 small Vessels, measuring 55,745 Ton».
The Average is 73 Tons each. Vessels from North America (American
bu.It) are comprehended in it : bnt there were also employed ia the
North American Trade 45 French Vessels, measuring 3,475 Ton*
(the Average 77 Tons eadi), which exported to North America
Colonial Products, Value . . 525,571 Livre..

Ajid miported in return Goods to the Amount of . 465,081

Difference 60,490 iii-':;.i

Spanish TRADE in 1788.

259 SpanUh Vessels, measuring 15,417 Tons, or 59 Tons each, im-
ported to the Amount of (chiefly Bullion) . . 9,717,113

And exported Negro Slaves, and Goods, chiefly Eu..

ropean Manufactures, to the Amount of - .. 5,587,515

Difference
4,129,598

! t

.1 *''f

U.B. This is exclusive of the irsiand Trade with the Spaniards, of
which there is no Account,
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Ko. VI.

AFRICAN TRACE.

Kegroes imported into the Froucli Part of Hispaniola, in 1738.

Ports

of

Importation.

Men.

n

s
m

o Girls.

a
a
o
E

:2;

Port au Prince 4,732 2,256 7G4 541 8,29.'] 24

St. Marc 1,665 645 230 60 2,^:00 8

L^gane 1,652 798 4G9 327 3,246 9

Jirimie 88 75 23 18 204 I

Cayes 1,624 872 1,245 819 4,590 19

Cape Frangcis 5,913 2,394 1,514 752 10,573 .)7

15,674 7/) 10 4,245 2,547 29,506 98

In 1787,30,839 Negroes were imported into the French Part of St. Domingo.

The 29406 Negroes imported in 1788, w-e sold for 61A^6,lf)0Livres (IIispanio!»

iirrency) which on an average is 2,099 liv. 2s. each, being- about 60/. Btcrling.Currency) '
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CHAP. JV'. p. ,5,.

«.».o.« yr,„.,„,.y.,.,„, ,„„„ (,, ,, ,„, ,„f^ ^

CHAP.

The following U .-, copy of iW, i„,p„rt.-,„t document

TESTABIENT m MORT D'OGE. '

EKT,»rr dos n.i,„;;« du Consc-il Sup&icur du Cap, Tna
,

™.i «.pt cent qn,„-c..vi„g..„,..,e e. ,c „cc,f .„,, ^^
A, .o,„o-E.e„n3 liuoUc, c„„,eillcr du ,„i. doven .,u Con.
^e,l S„p..r,eu,- du Cap. et M.rie-F,.„,.„i, P„u;,,,„e.s.e d,
Vm,„rc,,, .-.„.». conseiller d-. ,-oi an Conseil Snperieur daO^,, a,mm„sairo, „«;«„,& pa,- la cour, i reflet de f.ire«e«,.er

1 arte, dc la di,e co,n-. dn 5 du p,&ent n,„i., por.aut CO. .hm„„„o„ dc n,„„ contra le „„„,„„ j,,,„,, o^
d.. Xtc,

,., ,,„arte.„u libre
; Icqnel, elant en la cha„,br»

crn,„„dlc, e, aprts lecture fai.e du dit arret, en ce ,p,i le
concerne, a ,li, et declare, p,,.. |a d&.l,arge de .a con-
«c,ence, .sern.ent pr«,d:,oi, ,„o„t par lui prCte, la „,aiulevee devant nous, dediiCverite,

QUE dan, le comn,e„ce,«ent du moi, dn Kvrier dernier« ""ere, .favoien, pa, &, debordee,, i, devoi. se
«"

.r!

. .1 dcvv,it-nt \cnir loadro sur la vilie du Cnp '

eu

iwt

;

;

f I f:



i^liSfc.

!»''.

i|:
:;

iil
'

m.I

M ]

i!

322

CHAP.
IV.

p. 51.

ADDITIONAL NOTES

en nombre trps considerable
3

qu'ils ctoient meme deji rcuni«

au nombre de onze niille hoinmo*
;
que le debordenu'tit dcs

rivieres est le seul obstacle qui les a empechts de se reunirj

cette quantite d'homnies de couleur etaiit compc^see de ceuK

da Mirebalais, de rAriibonite, du Linibe, d'Ouana»ninthe, de

la Grande Riviere, et gen^ralement de toute la Colonic. Qu'i

cette epoque, il etoit sorti du Cap cept hommps de couleur

pour se joindie a cette troupe. Que I'm cnse est assure que les,

auteurs de cette revoke sont les Declains, negres libres de la

(jrande-RivierCj accvises au proems : Duiijas, n. 1. j Yvun, n. 1. j

Bitozin, m. 1. espagnol j Pierie Godard et Jean-Baptiste, son

fi^re, n. 1, de la Grande-Riviere 5 Legrand Mazciiu e^ Tous-

saint Mazeau, n. 1. ; Pierre Mauzi, pi. 1. ; ping^ Lapaire,

Charles Lamadieu, les Sabourins, Jean Pierre Goudy, Josepl^

Lucas, mulSitres iibres J Maurice, n. l.j tous accuses au procds,

ttue les grands moteurs, au b^s de la cpte^ sont les nommes

Daguin, accus6 au protesj Rebel, demeurant au Mirebalais

;

Pinchinat, acci^se au proces 3 Labastillej egalenjent accuse au

proces J et que I'accuse, ici present, croit devoir nous declarer

*tre xin de$ plus ardens partisans de la revolte, qui a mu en

grande partie celle qui a eclate dans les environs de Saint-Marc,

ct qui cherche a en exciter une nouyelle
j qu'il y a dans ce

moment plusieurs gens de couleui", dans difFerens quartiersj

bien resolus h t&a'ix h leurs projets, malgre que ceux qui trem-

peroient dans la revolte perdroient la viej que I'accuse, ici

present, ne pent pas se ressouvenir du nom de tous ; mais qu'il

se rappelle que le fils de Laplace, q. 1. j dont lul accuse a vu la

sceur dans les prisons, a quitte le Limbe pour aller faire dcs

recrues dans le quartier d'Ouanaminthe ; et que ces recnies et

ces soulevemens de gei^s de couleur sont soutenjiis ici par la

presence des nommes Fleury et I'Hirondelle Viard, deputes

des gens de couleur aupr^s de Tassemblte nationale
;
que lui

accuse, ici present, ignore si les deputes se tiennent chez eux

)

qu'il croit que le nomme Fleury se tient au Mirebalais, et It

nomme i'Hirondelle Viard dans le quartier de la Grande-

Riviere.

Qm m
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One !u,accus., .ci present, declare que I'insurre.tron de. ^hap.^evohcs cx.te dan, les .outerrains qui se trouvcn. entre la
^^

Crete a Marcan et le Canton du Giromou, paroisse de la
''' '''

Grande-R.vi^re
,
qu'en coustiquence, si lui accus6 pouvoit ctra

conduct sur les lieux, il se feroit fort de prernlre les chefs de.
revokes; qne I'agitation dans laquelle il setrouve, relativement.
a sa position aclueile, re lui permet pas de nous donner des
detads plus circonstancies

: qu'il n^us les donnera par la suita
lorsqu.l sera un pen plus tranquil, qu'il lui vient en ce m^
n^ent

; 1 esprit que le nommc Castaing, mul^tre libre de cett«
dcpendance, ne se trouve con^pris eu aucune maniere dans
laftan-eactuelle, mais que lui accuse, nous assure que si sor,

porte a de b^en plus grandes ext.en.ites
; qui est tout ce qu'U

nous ad.t pouvcir nous declarei- dans ce moment, dont Jui
avons donne acte, qu'il a sign^ avec nous et le greffier.

Signe >a la minute J. OGE', RUOTTE, POURCHERESSE
PEVERT.^^a^S,etLANDAJS,grcffier, ^

ExTRAiT des minutes du gr^iFe du Conseil Sunerieur ct.,
a,p, Ian m.l sept cent quatre-vingt-onze. le dix m.rs, trois
heures de releve, en la chambre criminlle. nous A^.ine-
Etienne Ruotte, conseiller du roi, doyen du ... .seii Superieur
du Cap, et Marie-Fran^ois-Joseph de Vertieres, aussi conseiller
duro. audit Conseil Superieur du Cap, commissaires nommes
par la cour, suivant I'arret de ce jour, rendu sur les conclusion,
du procureur general du roi de la dite cour, a I'^llet de proc<:-der
au nxoiement de la declaration faite par le non.me Jacque,
yge,q.l.; lequd, apr^s serment par lui flut, la main levcV
devant nous de dire la vcrite, er apres lui avoir fait lecture, pa^
e grcffier, de ia declaration du jour d'hier. I'avons interpdKde
nous declarer si la dite declaration conticnt v^-ite, s'il veutnV
^len ajouter, n'y diminuer, et s'il y persiste
A r6pondu que la dite declaration du jour d'hier contient

yfcmc, quU y persiste, et qu'il y ajnute que les d«ux Didiers

freres-

'il

1m

y 1'
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CHAP, fieres, dont Tun plus grand que I'aiUre, mulatres ou quarterons.

IV- librus, ne les ayant vu <iue tetle fois j Jean-Pierre Geran', m. 1.

''""'*
ilu Cap, ct Calon, m. 1 au!-si Uu Cap, hunt employes i\ gagner

]es ateliers de la Gi-and-Riviere, qu'ils sout cascmble de jour,

ct que de nuit ils sont disperses.

Ajoute encore que lors de sa confrontation avec Jacques

Lucas, il a tte dit par ce dernier, que lui accuse, ici present,

I'avoit menace de le faire pendre ; a quoi, lui accuse, a reponda

au dit Jacques Lucas qu' il devoit savoir poufquoi que le dit

Jncques Lucas, n'ayant pas insiste, lui accuse n'a pas declare le

motif de cette menace, pour ne pas perdre le dit Jacques

Lucas; qu'il nous declare les choses comme elles se sont

passees; que le dit Lucas lui ayant dit qu'il avoit eoulevo

les ateliers de M. Bonamy et de divers autres habitans de la

Grande-Riviere, pour aller t'gorger I'armee chez M. Cardi-

neau
j

qu'au premier coup de corne, il etoit sur que ces ateliers

s'attroupcroient et se joindroient a la troupe des gens de

couleur j alors lui accuse, tenant aux blancs, ful revolte decetto

barbaric, et dit au nornnie Jacques Lucas, qvio I'auteur d'nn

pared proj<;t meritoit d'etre pcndu
;

qu"il eut a I'instant a faire

rentrer Jcs negres quil avoit apposte dans difterens coins avec

des comes
;
que lui accuse, ici present, nous declare qu'il a

donne au dit Lucas trois poniponelles de tafia, trois bouteille*

de vin et du pain
;

qu'il ignoroit I'usage que le dit Lucas eii

fiiisoit
;
que la troisieme fois que le dit Lucas en vint chercher

;

lui accuse, ici present, lui nyant demande ce qu'il faisoit de cci

lioissons et vivres ; le dit Lucas repondit que c'etoit pour les

negres qu'il avoit disperse de cote et d'autre
j
que ce qui prouve

que le dit Lucas avoit le projet de soulever les negres esclavcs

contre les blancs, et de faire egorger ces derniers par les pre-

miers j c'est la proposition qu'il tit a Vincent Oge, fiere de lui

accuse, de venir sur i'habitation do lui Jacques Lucas, pour

etre plus a portee de se joindre aux negres qu'il avoit debauche
j

que si lui accuse n'a pas revele ces faits a sa confrontation avcc

le dit Jacques Lucas^ c'est qu'il s'eit apper^u qu'ils n'etoieuj

tJ pas
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c onnus, et qu'il n'a pas voulu le perdre
; qu'i] a du moins chap

la satistaction davoir detourne . .rime horrible et cannibale • 'V '

qu',1 s-etoit reserve de r^veJer en justice, lors de son ^largisse! .^Lf^,
ment; que ce m£nie Lucas est celui qui a voulu couper la ffete

^^
a deux blancs prisonniers, et notamment au sieur Belisle, pour
lui avoir enleve une femme; que Pierre Roubert ota le sabre
des mams de Jacques Lucas, et appella Vincent Oge, frere de
liu accuse, ici present, qui fit des rc^montrances au dit Lucas •

que cependant ces prisonniers ont declares en justice que cetoiJ
In. accuse qui avoit cu ce dessein

; que meme ^ la confronta-
t.on lis le lui ont soutenu

: mais que le fait s'etant pass6 de nuit
les d.ts prisonniers ont pris, lui accuse, pour le dit Lucas, tandis
que Im accuse n'a cesse de les combler d'honnetet6s

; qu'i la
Confrontation, lui accus^ a cru qu'il etoit suffisant de dire que ce
n'etoit pas lui, et d'affirmer qu'il n'avoit jamais connu cette
femmej mais qu'aujourd'hui il se croyoit oblige, pour la de-
charge de S3 conscience, de nous rendre les fails ids qu'ils sont
et d'msister ^ ju-er qu'il ne I'a jamais connue.

Ajoute I'accuse que le nomme Fleury et Perisse, le premier
run des deputes desgensdecouIeurprd.de I'assembice na-
tionale, sont arrives en cette Colonic par un bat.meiu Eordelais
avec le nomme I'Hirondelle Viard

; que le capkaine a mis le«
deux premiers a Acquin, chez un nomme Dupont, homme de
coukurj et le nomme I'Hirondelle Viard, ^galement depute
des gens de couleur, au Cap. Ajoute encore I'accuse, qu'il
nous avolt declare, le jour d'hier, que lenomm^ Laplace, dont
e pere est ici dans les prisons, taisant des rccmes h Ouana-
mnithe, est du nombre de ceux qui ont marche du Limb6 con're
ie Cap

J que pour Eloigner les soup^^ons. il est alle au Port-
Margot, oil il s'est tenu cache plusieurs jours, feignant d'avoir
une fluxion

J que le dit Laplace p6re a dit, .1 lui ac«us<^. qu'il
etoit sur que son voisin, qui est un blanc, ne doposera pas centre
«•> malgre qu'il sache toutes ses demarches

; qu'il ^toit assure
que le nomme Girardeau, dctetR) en prison, ne dcclareroitrien,
pat-ce quil etgit crop son ami pour iQdccouvrir; qu'ensuite.

i

'
'

'
' *

'} ;' \
''

.

.

i
f"

I : * . , i. t Ji

I

mm



:

-^^

ii' .

ill'

''

|||: 1

iii [;

11' I

i

225 ADDITIONAL NOTES

p. r.!.

CHAP, sll \c tk'non(;oit, il soroit force cl'cn dcnoncer beaucoup d'atitretf

^^' taiU da Limbc (jue dca aulres qi;:'rtiers.

Observe I'accusc que lors(]u'il iious a parlc des moycns em-

ployes par Jacques l>ucaH pour soulevcr les nigres esclaves, i!

omis de nous dire<iac Pierre Maury avoit envoye une trentaiue

d'esclaves choz Lucas
;
que Ini accuse, avec ragrement d'Oge

lejeune, son ficre, les rcnvoya, ce qui ocrasionna une plainte

gcncrale, les gens de couleur disant (jue eetoit du renfort; que

lui accuse eut menie a cette occasion une rixe avcc le plus grand

des Didiers, avec lequcl il manfjua de se battre au pistolet, pour

vouloir lui soutenir qu'etant Uhro ct cherchant ^ etre assimilc

aux blancs, il n'etoit pas iait pour etre aisimile awx r.egres

esclaves ; que d'aillcurs soulevant les esclavcs, eetoit delruire

!es proprieles des blancs, et qu'en les dctruisant, ils detruisoient

les leurs propresj (jue depuis que lui accuse eloit dans les pri-

sons, il a vu un petit billet ecrit par ledit Pierre Manry il Jean-

I'rantjois Tessier, ;.:a l»'quel il lui marque qu'il continue i ra-

masser, et que le Cuwr nonime Coquin, alia il la dame veuve

Castaingainee, .ui'.i'. ;' anc paire de pistolets gamis en argent

et d'une niancbette cjViO le dit Maury lui a donnee, veille a tout

cequi se passe, et rend com^rte tous les soirs audit Maury
j
qui

est tout ce que I'accuEe, ici present, nous declare, en nous con-

jurant d'etre persuades que, s'il lui eioit possible d'obtenir mi-

fericorde, il s'exposeroit volontiers a tout les dangers pour faire

arrcter les chefs de ces revoltes j et que dans toutes les circon-

stances, il prouvera son zeleet son respect pour les blancs.

Lecture ;1 lui faite de sa declaration, dans laquelle il persiste

pour contenir verite, lui en donnons acte, qu'il a signe avec nous,

et le grcffier.

Signe k la minute J. OGE', RUOTTE, POUCHERESSES

DE VERTIERES, et LANDAIS, grcffier.

Pour expedition collationee, signe, LANDAIS, greffier.

A Copy of the preceding document, the existence of

iR'hich 1 had often heard of, but very much doubted, wai

trans-
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ram„„.,c,, ,0 „e ft„,„ s,. Du,„i„g„ i„ u.e'n,™,,, of J,,,, eHAP

fa^rr r m"
""""""'"" ""-^ """"' "" ""/^ ^'''i' Let'-

n n, „,a, s„ „„,„ „il, pardou it. publication, u ,,e«

Je vo„, <,,v„yeci.j„im, le te«ment de Jaque, •

."Cap,,.ov,a„,-g,,
Void n,es rMexi„„s .„.

i«s taits I

execut6

dates et

' Jaqu« depose le projet conm, d£p„i, long ,em.

Col„,.e devo,e„. executor u„ plan digne de/suppOts de

2. II depose que I'abondance des pluies e, les cn,& de.m ,e., avcent e^p^he I'ex&ution du p.jet au ™ols Z

3. II dcclnre que si on vent lui accorder misericorde
•Uexposeiaaux dangers defeirearrtterles chefs.

Og^ est execute, avec vingt de ses „,. ...Mces, le g Mar.
79 .

Son teslament est .garie secret jusqu'i la fin de ,7a,apres
1 ncendie gencrale de la partie du nL) qu'u" ar c edl

1
Asse,„l,Ke Coloniale oblige imp^rieu.e.neut le Greffie du

Hclas, ,p,e les coupables sou. aus.i „o™breux qu'atroces e.

lers Coupables: Les homme, de couleur nommfe „r l-.ocposition d'Ogc.
"omraes pai l.i

«-ap, qui a ose taire ex^cuter O^f, n tmi a o-.v-^p i

-s depositions si intaessantes.
~
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3. Le G6n6ral Blanchehnde et tous les chefs militatreS

qui n'ont pas fait arreter sur le champ toutes les personnes de

Couleur nomm6es par Og6 et ne les out pas confrontees avec

lenr accusateur. Mais non : on ^ pr6cipite rex6cution du mal-

heureux Oge ; on a garde un secret dont la publicite sauveroit

la Colonic." On a laisse libres tous les chefs des revokes j
on

les a laisse pour suivre leurs projets destructifs.

Si les Chefs militaires, le conseii, les magistrals civils,

avoient fait arreter au mois de Mars 179I, les mulS^res Fin-

diinat, Castaing, Viard, et tous les autres, ils n'auroient pas

pu consomraer leur crime le 1J Aout suivant. Les Regimen*

de Normandie et d'Artois qui venoient d'arriver de France,

^toient assez forts ponr arreter tous les gens decouleur coupa-

bles, et s'ils ne I'avoient pas ete, et que ce fut le motif, qui

cm 'empeche Blanchelande d'agir, pourquoi Blanchelande en-

voy at-il, au mois de Mai 1791. des troupes de ligne que lui

envoyoit de la Martinique,sM. de Behague ?

La scrie de tous ces faits prouve evidemment la coalition des

contre-revolutionnaires avec les Mulllires, dont ils ont 6t6 la

dupe, et la victime apr^s I'arrivee des Commissaires PolvereJ

et Santhonax.

\,\ \

li:

CHAP. Yl. p. 83.

A truce or convention called the concoiidat was agreed upon

the lith of September between the free people of colour and

the white inhabitants of Port-au-Prince, *c. The following is

a true copy of this curious and important document

:

CowcoRnAT de MM. les citoyens blancs du Port-au-Prince

avec MM. les citoyens du couleur.

L'AN mil sept cent quatre-vingt-onze, & le onae du moig

de Septembre.

Les commissaires de la garde nationale des citoyens blancs du

Port-au-Friuce, d'uue paitj

Et
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Et Jes commissa.res de la garde nationale des citoyens de CHAPconleur, d autre part
: et ceux fondes de pouvoir par arrcte de ^z.

'

«e jour, & du rieuf Septembre present mois.
P" '^•

Assembles sur la place d'armes du bourg de la Croix-des-
.

Boaquets, U'effot de delib6rer sur les mojei.s les plus capable
<i operer la rcuuiou des citoyens de toutes les classes, A: d'arreter
ies progr^, & les suites dune insurrection qui menace e^ale.
nujnt toutes les parties de la colouie.

L'assemblee ainsi compos^e s'^tant transportee dans I'^glji^
paroissale du d.t bourg de la Croix-des-Bouquets, pour eviter
1 ardeur du soIeU, il a ^te proccde de suite, des deux cotes, i la
norauiat.on d'un president 8c d'un secretaire.

Les commissaires de la garde nationale du Port-au-Prince outnomme pour leur president M. Gamot, Srpour leur secretaire
M. Hacquet; & les commissaires de la garde nationale des
Citoyens de couleur out nornm^ pour leur president M. Pinchi-
nat, & secretaire M. Daguin fils.

Lesquelspresidens& secretaires ont respectivement accept^
les d.tes charges, 8^ out promis de bien & fidellement s'ea
-acquitter.

Apres quoi i] a et6 drt de la part des citoyens de coa-
leur, que la loi faite en leur fliveur en l6S5, avoii ete meprisee
^-v,olee parlesprogr^sd'un prejug6 ridicule, & par 1We
«bus^f et le despotisme ministeriel de lancien regime, Tls

^1
ont jamais joui que tr6s-imparfaitement du benefice de cette

401.

Qu'au moment oh iJs ont vu Tassemblce des reor^^sentans
tl3 la nation se former, ils out pressenti que les^ prindpes
qm ont dicte la loi constitutionucile de I'^tat, entrameroit
necessairement la reconnoissance de leurs droits qui, pour
avoir etc long-temps m6connus, n'en ctoient pas moins
sacTcs. ^

vJue cette reconnoissance a ^te consacree par les d^crets

f
'"^t'-^^tions des 8 & 23 Mars i;.0O, & par plusieurs au-

tres rendus depuis
; mais qu'ils out v^ avec la plus vive

douleur que les citoyens blancs des colonies leur rein-
.-cut uv,c obstination rexv:cution do res dewrets, pour c«

qui

•s

t-jBI'
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CHAP, lui les y conperne, par 1' interpretation injuste qu'ils en ont

^iv faite.
p. 85.

, , - . ,

\,^>y^/ Qu'outre la privation du benefice des dits decrets, lorsr

qu'iis ont voulu les reclamer, on les a sacrifies ^ I'idole di^

prejuge, en exergant contre eux un abus incroyable des loig

& de I'autorite du gouvernement, au point de les forcer

d'abandonnerleurs foyers.

Qu'enfin, ne pouvant plus supporter leur existence mal^

heureuse, & etant r^solus de I'exposer a tous les evenemens,

pour se procurer I'exercice des droits qu'ils tiennent de la

{lature & qui sont consacres par les lois civiles & politiques^

ih se sont reunis sur la montagne de la Charbonnid.re, oil ils

ont pris les armes, le 3 1 AoClt dernier, pour se mettre dans le

cas d'une juste defense.

Que I'envie d'operer la reunion des tous les citoyens indis-

tinctement leur fait accueillii favorablement la deputation de

MM. les commissaires blancs de la garde nationale du Portr

au-Prince
j

qu'ils voyent avec une satisfaction difficile ^ ex-

primer le retour des citoyens blancs aux vra,is principes de la

raison, de la justice, de I'humanite & de la saine politique,

qu'ayant tout lieu d6 croire A la sincerite de ce retonr ils se

reuniront de coeur, d'esprit & d'intentipn auxcitoyen;j blanc?,

pourvu que la precieuse & sainte egalite soit la base & le

resultat de toutes operations, qu'il n'y ait entre-eux & les

citoyens blancs, d'autre difference que celle qu'ejitrainent

necessairement le merite & la vertu, & que la fvaternite, la

sincerite, Pharmonie & la concorde, cimentent a jamais les

liens qui doivent les attacher rtciproquement : en conse-

quence, ils ont demande I'execution des articles suivans,

auxqtiels les sus dits commissaires blancs ont repondu, ainsi

qu'il est mentionne en la colotme parallele i celle des de-

niandes.

Demandes des commissaires de la garde nationale des citoyens

de couleur.

Article premier. Les citoyens blancs feront cause com-

mune avec les citoyens de couleur, & contribueront de

X toutes
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tmues leurs forces & de tous leurs moycn. a PcxcVution lit- cfiap
• era e ae tous les poitus & articles des dccrets ^ iustruciions V^'
de I assemblee nationale, sanctaounc. par Je roi, & ce, sans

''" "'''

restnctiou & sans se permottre aucune interpretation/ con-
lormement a ce qui est prescrit par I'assemblee nationale qui
clelend d interpreter ses dtcrets Accepts
n. Les citoyens bJancs proniettent & s'obligeut de ne

jamais :,%;pposer directcnient ni indircctement a JcKccation
*la dccret du ,5 Mai der.ner, qui dit-on n'est pas encore
pu-venu officielleinent dans ceUe colonle

j de protester n>6me
i-ontre toutes protestatioi^ & reclamations c(,niraires aux dis-
positions du siis dit decret, aiiisi que conlre toutes adres.es •}

1 assemblce nationale, au roi, aux quatje-vingt-tioi.s dcparte-
mens & aux dilKrentes chanibres de cn-nnier.-e de F.ancc
four obtemr la revocation de ce decret l.\;nfaisant. Ac-
«epte.

HI. Ont demandc:^ les su» dits citoyens de couleur, la coi,
vocation prochaine & I'ou.erture des asseniLlces primairc.
& coloniales, par tous les citoyens actiCs, aux termes de I'ar
tide IV des instructions de Tasseaiblee natioi:ile dv 28
Mars J 790. Accepte.

IV. Dedeputer directementarasseinbie. coloniale & de
nommer des deputes choisisparmi les citovens de couleur qui
auront, comme ceux des citoyens blancs, voix consultative &
deliberative. Accepte.

V. Declaiejit les sus dits citoyens blancs & de couleur
protester eontre toute nuinicipalite provisoiie ou non, de
n-eme cont.-e toutes assemblies provmciales & coloniales •

les dites mnnicipalites asscmblces provinciales k coloniales
n ctant point formees sur le mode prescrit par les decrets ^
instructions des 8 & 28 Mars 17g6. Accepte.

,
VI. Demandeut les citoyens de couleur qu'il soit re

connu par les citoyens blancs, que leur organisation presente
leurs op.-rations n'centes &c lenr prise d'arnies, n'ont eu pour
but &: pour motif, que leur surete Individuelle, I'ex^cutio,,
des decrets de I'assembloe natioiiale, la rcclan.ation de leurs
droMs rnc-on„u. S: ^1^16. & ie de^i. d. parvenir par ce moye« "

Hi

> ^ :.k

f;
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CHAP. ^ la tranquillite publique, qu'en consequence ils soient de-

^g. Clares inculpables pcur ' les evenemens qui ont resulte de

>^'V^ cette prise d'armes, Sc qu'on ne puisse dans aucun cas exercer

contre-eux collectivement ou individuellement, aucune action

directe ou indirecte pour raison de ces raemes evenemens, qu'il

soit en-outre reconnu que leur prise d'armes tiendra jusqu'au

moment ou les decrets de I'assemblee nationale seront ponctu-;

I ellement & formellement executes
j
qu'en consequence, lejj

armes, canons & munitions de guerre enleves pendant les

combats qui ont eu lieu, resteront en la possession de ceux qui

ont eu le bonheur d'etre vainqueurs
;
que cependant les pri-

sonniers [si toute-fois il en est] soient remis en liberie de part

& d'autre. Accente.

VII. De«iiandent les dits citoyens de couleur que, con-

formement il la loi du 1 1 Fevrier dernier & pour ne laisser

aucun doute sur la sincerite de la reunion prete a s'operer,

toutes proscriptions cessent & soient revoquees d^s ce mo-

ment, que toutes les personnes proscrites, decretces, & cen-

tre lesquelles il seroit intervemv des jugemens ou condam-

nations quelconques pour raison des troubles survenus dans

la colonic depuis le commencement de la revolution, soient

de suite rapeles & mis sous la protection sacree & immediate de

•jous les citoyens, quo reparation solemnelle & authentique

soit faite i leur holnieur, qu'il soit pourvu par des moyens

convenables, aux indemnites que necessitejit leur exil, Icurs

proscriptions & les decrets decernes contre-eux
;
que toutes

confiscations de leurs biens soient levees & que restitution

leur soit faite de t )us les objets qui leur ont ete enleves, soit

en execution des jugemens prononccs contre-eux, soit k

main armee. Demandant que le present article soit stricte-

ment & religieusenient observe par tons les citoyens du res-

sort du conseil superieur de Saint-Domingue, & sur-tout i\

regard des sieurs Poisson, Desmares, les freres Regnauld &

autres compris au meme jugement que ceux-ci, tons les ha-

bifans de la paroisse de la Croix-des-Bouquets, de meme qu'a

I'cgard du sieur Jean-Baptiste la Poiiite habitant de I'Arca-

luiyc, centre icqui'l il n'cst intervcuu un jiigcmcnt severe

que
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que par une suite de persecutions excrcees contre les cito-
yens de couleur, & qui proscrit par les citoyens de Saint-
Marc & de I'Arcahaye, na pu se dispenser d'emplo^-er imo
juste d^ense contre quelqu'un qui vouloit Tassassiner & qui
I'nssassinoit eneffet; se reservant les citoyens de couleur d«
faire dans un autre nnonjent & envers qui il appartiendra.
toutes protestations & reclamations relatives aux jugemens
prononc6s contre les sieurs Oger, Chavannes & autres com-
pris dans les dits jugemens. regardant des ^ present les arrcfs
prorionces contre les sus dits sieurs, par le conseil superieur
du Cap, comme infames, dignes d'etre voucs a i'eKecration
contemporaine & future, & comme la cause fatale <Ie tous
les malheurs qui affligent la province du nord Accei)te, en
ce qui nous concerne.

VIIL Que le secret des lettres & corrcspondance soit saci^
& inviolable, conformement aux d^crets nationaux. Ac-
cepte.

IX. Liberty de la presse, sauf la responsabilite dans les
cas determines par la loi. Accepte.
X. Demandent en-outre les citoyens de couleur, qu'en

attendant lexecution ponctuelle & litterale des decrets de las.
semblee nationale, & jusqu'au moment «tl ils pourront se re-
tirer dans leurs foyers. Messieurs les citoyens blancs de la
garde nationale du Port-au-Prince s obligent de contribuer

^
1 approvisionnemcnt de larm^e des ciicyens de couleur pen-

dant tout le terns que dnrera son activite contre les ennemi,
communs & du bien public, & de faciiitor ia libre circulation
des vivres dans les differens quartiers de la partie de I'ouest
' Accepte.

XI. Observant en-outre les ms dits citovens de couleur,
que la su,ceri,c dont les citoveus blancs viennent de le,„
donner une preuve au.l.e„ii,„e, „e leu,- pem«t p., de garder
e sdence sur les craintes dont Us .,„„t agU& ; e„ consequence
Is declareu. ,u',ls ue perdront jamais de vue la reconnois-
sauce de tous droits '& de ceux de le.rs frtres des autre.
<l"a",er.

;
q„'il, venoient avee beaucoup de peine >. d'

."«lc..,ia rOunun prcte h s'opirer au rutt-au-p'iuce &'aul

tres

9S)

CHAP.
VI.

p. 85.

i
i
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«4 ADDITIONAL NOTES
CHAP, tres lieux de la dcpcndance sonffrir des dilHcultcs dans Ics au-

p. »s. tres endroits de la colonie, auquel cas ils declarcut que ricy

^^V^^ au monde ne sauroit les empecher de se reunir i ceux ties

leurs qui par une suite des anciens abus du regime colonial,

eprouveroicnt des obstaclea k la reconnoissance de leurs droiu

&: par conbequeut i leur feiicit^. ^Accepte.

Apres quoi I'assemblee revenue a la place d'armes, la

maticre mise en deliberation, mureineut examinee & discu-

tce, I'assemblee considerant qu'il est d'une necessite indis-

Jiensable de mettre en usage tous les mnyens qui ixjuvent con-
iribu-r au bonheur de tous les citoyens qui sont egaux en droits.

Que la reunion des citoyens de toutes les classes peut seule

Tamener le calme & la tranquillite si nccessaires a la prosperity

de cette colonie qui se trouve aujourd'liui menacee des plus

grands nialheurs.

Que Texecution ponctuelle & litterale de tous les articles

des decrets & instructions de Tassemblcc natiouiJe santtionnes

par le roi, peut seule operer cette reunion desirable sousqueU
que point de vue qu'on I'envisage.

II a ete arrete, savoir : de la part des citoyens blancs, qu'il*

acceptent tous les articles insercs au present concordat.

Et de la part des citoyens de couleur, que, vu I'acceptation

de tous les articles sans restriction inscies au present concordat,

ils se reuniront & se reunissent en eliet de co::ur, d'esprit &
d'intention aux citoyens Wanes, pour ramener le calme & la

tranquillite, pour travaiUer de concert a I'exccution ponctuelle

des dccvets de I'assemblee nationale sauctionucs par le roi, &
^our employer toutes leurs forces & tous leurs moyeus contre

j'ennemi commun.

A ete arrete par Messieurs les citoyens bl.srcs & Messieurs

Jes citoytjns de couleur, que ce jour devoit ^tcir.dre toute

€spece de haine &: de division entre les citoyens de la colonie

en general, les citoyens de couleur du Port-au-Prince qui,

j)ar une fausse pusillanimite, ne se sont pas rcunis a leva's

ireres d'armes, seront compris dans raimiistie gcnerale
;

^ue jamais aacuu reproclie ue leur sera fait de leur coa-

tliuie 3
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duite, entendnnt qu'ils particlpent ^galement aax avantnges cHAPcjne promet notre heureuse reunion entre toutes les personnel ^
i^ tous les citoyens indistlnctement. P* **5'

Deplus. que protection %ale devoit 6tre accordce an sexe
en gci,eral. les femmes & filles de couleur en jouiront de mfeme
que les femmes & filles blanches. & que mfemes precautions Sc
soins seront pris pour leur sftretc respective.

Arrete que le present concordat sera sign6 par I'^tat maitJc
de la garde nationale du Poit-nu-Prince.

II a cte arra^ que le present concordat sera rendu public par
la vo.e de

1 uripression, que copies collationees d'y celui seront
em-oyces a I'assemblce nationale, au roi, aux quatre-vingt-troi,
dcpartemens, A toutes les chambres de commerce de France, &
ii tous autres qu'il appartiendra^

Arrete que mercredi prochain quatorze du present moi*MM. les citoyens Wanes du Port-au-Prince se r^uniront ^
I'armee de MM. les citoyens de couleur en In paroisse de la
Groix-des-Uouquets, quil sera, chante dans I'^glise de cette
paroisse -i dix heures du matin un Te Dmm en action de grSce
de notre heureuse reunion

; que MM. des bataillons de Nor-
mandie & d'Artois, et des corps d'Artillerie, de la marine
royale & marchande, seront invites ^ s'y faire repr^senter par
des deputations particuli^res, que de meme les citovens en g£.
n^ral de la Croix-des-Bouquets, du Mirebalais & autres en-
droits c.rconvoisins seront invites a s'y rcndre, afin d'unir leu«
voeux aux notres pour le bonheur commun.

Arrete en-outre que le present concordat sera passe en triple
minute dont la premiere sera depos^e aux archives de la muni-
cipality' future, la seconde entre les mains des chefe de I'armee
des citoyeus de couleur, & la troisieme dans les archives dela •

garde nationale du Port-au-Prince.

Faite triple entre nous et de bonne fbi, le jour, mols & aA
quedessus. Sign6, Ssc

m

i ' 'i

<x t

n

Discovrs • ('

.' '
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ADDITIONAL NOTE^

Discours de M. Gamot^ president des commissahes reprS*

sentans les citoj/ens blancs du Port-'cm-Princey d

MM. les commissaires reprisentans Varmce des ci-

toyens de couleur.

MCSSIEUR3,

Nous vous apportons enfin des paroles de paix. Nous ne

venous plus trailer avec votis ; nous ne venons plus vous accor-

der des demandes, nous venons, animes de resprit de justice,

reconnoitre authentiquement vos droits, vous engager i ne plus

voir dans les citoyens blancs que des amis, des frdrcs, auxqueb

la patrie en danger vous invite, vous sollicite de vous reunir

pour lui porter un prompt secours.

Nous acceptons entiircment & sans aucune reserve, le con-

cordat que vous nous propose/. Des circonstances malheu-

reuses que vous connoissez sans doute, nous out fait hSsiter un

instant; mais notre courage a franchi tous les obstacles ; nous

avons impose silence aux petits prejuges, au petit esprit de do-

mination.

Que lejourou le flambeau de la raison nous eclaire tous,

soit ^jamais memorable! qu'il soitun jour d'oubli pourtoutes

les erreurs, de pardon pour toutes les injures, & ne disputons

desormais que d'amour & de zele pour le bien de la chose

publique,

CHAP. V. p. 60.

Mauduit started hack^ Sfc,—zn'hile not a single hand was

lifted up in his defence,

IN this last particular I was misinformed, and rejoice that

I have an opportunity of correcting my mistake. The fol-

lowing detail of that bltxxly transaction has been transmitted

to me from St. Domingo since the first sheets were printed:

" Les grenadiers du regiment de Mauduit, & d'autres voix

parties dela foule, demandcnt que le Colonel fasse repara-

jlion a la garde uationale. On exige qu'il fasse ties excus-s

pour
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pour .•ta,u,.e qu'il lui , ft|,e. „ ,„„,„„,, ,,, „^,^,,
'

lent qn ,1 k, fa«e il genoux. U„e r„„eur terrible m, i,i,...tendre: ce ft, al„r, ,ue plu.ieurs ci,o,e„,, nj^^
let::""""

" "'"' "^'' *"'"'" '^ ^-'=' « ^'-

«

4 le sous,ra,re au „,„uve,„e„. q„i ,e priparoi,. On a vud s ce moment le brave B.au^u. aprifavoir ft6 aueimdun coup de feu J Paffaire du 2a au 30 Juiilet, e. d fe^dan Ieco™i,,r« P»,. 34.) recevoir „„ conp eIfo„"

a "Td ' '".".^ '' ''™"""- O" P-' «»dre .i :au..M a deux oihcers de Mamli1i^ • r i

j" "t-a

„. ,
-iviauuuit

: Ualeseau et Germnin

MAmu,T prw,,,; par ses grenadiers de s-asinouiller

guT! ite 7
™"™"'"' "'"' ™ '""P ^^ -•'- ^ ia

«-nt la ,ue, ,„,^„, p^,,,, „„ j^, ^^^^
i"

«en.nne„e des .»Idae, et des .atelota livL . eu. r.Tj^=u PU, ae borne,: 11, se .n.„,p„rterent che. M^ud" !o" lis trainairent son corns tout vf^^th.^..'
fi ,,

^uips, louc y lut bnse. rompu. meublea
&c. on decarela meme la maison, &c. &c,

237
l;l

r-*
"

CHAP. X. p. 151, CHAP.
X.

p. 151.
Thcj, declared by proclamation all manner of slavery ale.M, acc.-^Tius proceeding was ratified in February. foLed

"^^
by^U,e j,at.onal Convention in a Decree, of which follows a

Dechkt de la Convention Nationale, du 16 Jour de , p,Pluviose, an second de la Republique Francoise, lit
une et indivisible.

LA Convention Nationale declare que Ve.chv,„e des Na
Sre. dans toutes les Colonies est aboli; en cm^equence

elle
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CHAP, elle decrite que tons les hommcs, sans distinction de cftuJeuN

p. 151.
"°"^'*-''*'*^'8 tJans les Colonies, sent citoycns Frangois, et joui-

ront de tons les droits assurt-s par la constitution.

Kllr renvoieau comit6 desalut public, pour lui fnire incessa-

ment un rapport sur les mesures a prendre pour assurer 1 execu-

tion du pr^jsent d^icret.

Vis6 par Jes inspccteurs. Signe

Auger,

Cordier,

S. E. Monncl.

Collationne ^ roriginal, par nous president et secretaires de
la Convention Nationale, a Paris le 22 Germinal, an second de
la Republique Franc^oise ime et indivisible. Sig»e, Amar, Pre-
sident. A. M. Baudot. Monnot, Ch, Puttier, et Peyssard, Se-

crvtuires.

As most of the French islands fell into possession of the

English soon after this extraordinary decree was promulgated,,

the only place where it was attempted to be enforced was iu

the southern province of St. Domingo, and the mode of en-
forcing it, as I have heard, was as singular as the decree itself.

The negroes of the several plantations were called together, and
Informed that they were all afree people, and at liberty to quit
the service of their masters whenever they thought proper.
They were told however, at the same time, that as the Re-
public wanted soldiers, and the state allowed no man to be idle,

such ofdiem as left their masters would be compelled to enlist

in one or other of the black regiments then forming. At tirst

many of the negroes accepted the alternative, and enlisted ac
cordingly

; but the reports they soon gave of the rigid disci-

pline and hard fare to which they were subject, operated in a

surprising manner on the rest, in keeping them more than.

usually quiet and indusirious, and they requested tJiat no chang«
might be made in their condition.

CtUF.
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CFIAP. X. p. 153.

Of the molted Ne,r..s in the norikern province, .u^ny had
pemfud of disease and famine, 8(C.

FROM th. vast number of negrcK-s that had fallen ; , bnttle
•nd the still greater number that perished from the causes
above mentioned, it was computed in the year 1793 that thisdas. of people at that period had sustained a dlLnution
more than or,e hundred thousand. (Rejle.io.s sur la Colonic*c torn. 2. p. 2,;.) Since that time the mortality has be^^
»t.n more rapid, and. including the loss of whites, by sicknes.
andem.grat.on.I do n<,t Ix-lieve that St. Donnngo at this jun -
ture (June 1790) contains more than two-fifths of the wholenumber otinnabUants (white and black) which it possessed!

Of 300.000 human bangs have miserably perished in this de-voted country within the last six years !

CHAP. XL p. J 80.

The samefate awaited Lieutenant Colonel Markham 8^c

I CANNOT deny myself the melancholy satisfaction ofpreservmgm this work the following honourable tribute to thamemoor of this amiable officer, which was given out in gene-
ral orders after his death by the Commander in Chief.

Head Quarters, 28 March 1 795
Brigadier General Horneck begs the officers, non-commi^-

.loned officers, and privates of the detachment, which o7he26th mst, proceeded under the command of Lieutenant ColonelMarkham on a party of observation, to receive his very sincere
tlianks for their gallant behaviour at the attack of the enem/s

Tig

r
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At the same time he cannot sufficiently express his feeling!*

oh the late afflicting loss that has been sustained in Lieutenant

Colonel Markhani, who, equally excellent and meritorious as

an officer and a man, lived universally respected and beloved,

and died leaving a bright example of military, social, and pri-

vate virtue.

The Brigadier General likewise requests Captains Martin

and Wilkinson, of the Royal Navy, to receive his acknowledg-

ments and thanks for the important assistance they have afford-

ed
J
not only on this occasion alone, but on every other,

wherein his Majesty's service has required their co-operation.

He also begs Captain Martin to do him the favour to impart tl>e

like acknowledgments to the officers of the Royal Navy, and

to the respective ships' companies under his command, for the

zeal and good conduct they have shewn whenever employed.
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A TOUR,

CHAP. XIII.

SlrWilHam Youno« ch.
On Sunday October 30, 179]
embarked in the ship Delaforu .. .p.^ucuu, wnim
«ailed the same evening, and after a pleasant voy-
age oftlinty-ei-ht days, came in sio-ht of tlic island
of Larbadoes. Here then the Toar may be said
to commence

; and the following: extracts are by
iavom- of Sir William Youn^; transcribed iite-
rally from a rough journal, in whicli he entered
such observations as occurred to him from the im-
pressions of the moment. They may be considered
therefore as a picture drawn from the life; and
the reader must be a bad judge of human nature,
and have a very indifferent taste, who does not
perceive that it is faithfully drawn, and by the
hand of a master.—For the few notes at foot I'
am accountable.

B, E.

XIII.

TuESDAY^ December 6.—Early in the mornimr p k .
Barbadoes appeared in sight, bearing on the star- ^^'^i"'
board bow W. N. W. At two o'clock P. M. the
passengers landed in the six-oared pinnace. AVe
J.vent to a noted tavern, formerly Rachel's, now
fcept by Nancy Clark, a mulatto woman, where I

R first

I I* !, !
i * I

»lf . ^

|H

i.^!

I
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CHAP, first tasted avocado-pe /, a mawkish fruit*.

y^^!^ Walking about the streets of Biidge-Town, my
Barbadoes. impressjons gave me far tVom a disagreeable sen-

sation as to the negroes. The, town is extensive^,

and seems crowded with people, mostly negroes
j

hut the negroes, with few exceptions, seemed

dressed in a style much above even our common

artizans, the women especially, and there was

such a swagger of importance in the gait of those

(and many there were) who had gold ear-ring's

and netklstces, that I told my friend Mr. O., on

his pressing me for my opinion of ^Ahat struck

me on first landing in the West Indies, That the

negro women seemed to me the proudest mortals I

had ever seen. A Guinea ship was then in the

harbour, and had lain there tor some time ; hut

none of the disgusting sights of ulcerated and de-

serted seamen appeared in the streets. Nor did I

see any thinff relative to the conduct of the slaves

that implied the situation of abject acquiescence,

and dread of cruel superiority, attributed to them

in Great Britain. Many pressed their services on

ouf first landing ; an4 some first begged, and then

joked with us, in the style of a Davus of Terence,

with great freedom of speech, and some humour.

I had a higher opinion of their minds, and abetter

opinion of their masters and government, than

before

* There is no .disputing about tastes. In Jamaica this fmit

is very highly esteemed by «11 classes of people. It is usually

eaten with pepper and salt, and has something of the flavour of

the Jerusalem artichoke, but is richer and more delicate. It \$

sometimes called veiretahle marrow, and it is remarkable that

animals, both granivorous and cai'uiv orous, eat it with relish.



WINDWARD ISLAxVDS.

before Uei my foot on shore.-Such arc my first chap

and conversation forcibly struck me, as analogo
to what might have been looked for fromZslaves m the Forum of Rnm« a j

"^'"" "'«

about twelve vcarT of .Zl " "'^™ ^"^
c.,c jcars 01 age to a youne; mulatto-iou damn m^ sonl f I u« you ^J, oldJaray'SSerl ^oum r,.ake you ckan^e some Moros J^fme -Upon my honour ! said an old negro _/•//fte*^«««>. (Johannes) answered anoThcr, whohad nothmg. but canvas trowsers on I e-aveir!no credit for possessing a six-and-thirt/,':

P ece but I gave him full credit forX«~winch characterizes a presumption ofself-im^r^!
ance. Perhaps, however, liberty of speech ismore freely allowed, where liee'i.ce caT mopromptly be suppressed. The liberti of the Ro-man Emperors, as we find in Tacitus, and thedomest,ck slaves of the Roman people, as we de!

times ZTT'T "' ^'''"*"' ''"'' '^'-«"^-. ^""e-mes talked a language, and took liberties, with
tteir lords and masters, which in free servan s andcfzens would not have been allowed, liberty ofthe press .s a proofof political freedom, but libertyof tongue IS rather a proof of individual slaveryThe fe^ast of the Saturnalia allowed to slaves free-dom of speech for the day, without controul. I„

s^h freedom could not be used but moderately
'"leed

;
for the slave knew, that if he abused ll,power on the T|„..-,(l.,,. ..u, ..,_ , .

, ,
™ "

;' " '•*''''J""'!"»asiermighiabuse7i/s

power

<> .1'
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power on the Friday. His best security was on

those days, when every word might be forbidden,

and therefore every word might be forgotten, or

forgiven. In qiialifieation of all inference from

my first view of negroes I should observe, that

ih'cy were tozcii negroes, many of them probably

free negroes, and many, or most of them, if not

ail, domcsiick or Jwuse negroes. One small coun-

try cart, drawn by twelve oxen, and with three

farters, gave me no favourable idea ofthe owner's-

feeding of either beasts or men. But account*

of distress, and objects of distress in the streets,

are exaggerations. I saw as little of either as in

any market town in England.

At six in the evening we returned on board ;

Captain and Mrs. W. of the 60th regiment, and

their little girl, joining us on the passage to St.Vin-

cent's, for which island we immediately bore away,

Barbadoes is an island rising with gentle ascent

to the interior parts, called the Highlands of Scot-

land. As 'we sailed along the coast from East to

West, it appeared wonderfully inhabited ; dotted

with houses as thick as on the declivities in the

neighbourhood of London or Bristol, but with no

woods, and with very few trees, even on the summits

ofthe hills ;—two or three straggling cocoas near

each dwelling-house were all the trees to be seen.

St. Vincent.

J79h
Wednesday, December 7, at day-break, St.

Vincent's in sight. At 3 P. M. the ship came to

an anchor in Nanton's Harbour, off Calliaqua.

Mr. H, came immediately on board, and in half an

liuuf we went on sliore in the piuisacc ; horses

were
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wore ready to carry us up t„ the villa, or mansion- chaphouse of „,y estate, distant about half a mile A ""'

numher of my negroes met us on the road, and '^^^'stopped my horse, and I had to shake hands withvery .„d.v.dual of them. Their Joy was exp.e J
ease .

"'", ""^y ™''""'='' and there was an

pl.ed no habits of apprehension or restraint- the

ot them. Ou my arrivmg; at my house, I had a

brought the grass gang, of twenty or thirty chil-dren irom five to ten years old, looking iw 1,and hvely .s possible. The old people cine Tneby oru, to have some chat with .1/a,«« ( Master

)

cuuosity. She was born in Africa, and had a childbefore she was carried from thence to AntiguaWhdst .„ Antigua she remembers perfeetlywJi
he rejo.cmg on the BacraS (white men's) beinsr

let out of gaol, who had killed Governor ParkNow h,s happened on the death of Queen Anne,'
111 UU-it which gives, to Christmas 1791-3,

Add two years in Antigua, fori
^""^ ^'^

passage, &c. - - _
I

~ ^ ~

Suppose her to have had a child
)at fourteen, and to haveC - - -

been sold the jear after )The least probable age of>
Granny Sarah is - -

f
"" ^ '

^tl she is the heartiest old woman J ever saw.

2

15

95

* Grandmother.
She

.
.' ij

V ra

•I '1
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CHAP, She danced r* a Negro-ball last Chiisimas ; and

v,.^,^^ I am to be her partner^, and dance with her next
st-vinccut. Christmas. She has a garden, or provision-

groundy to herself, in which, with a great-grand-

child, about six years old, she works some hour»

every day, and is thereby rich. She liatli been

exempted from all labour, except on her own ac-

count, for many years.

The villa at Calliaqua is an excellent house for

the climate : it hath ten large bed-chambers, and

it accommodated all our party from the ship with

great ease.

Thursday, December 8. This morning I rode

over the estate, which seems in the most flourish-

ing condition : the negroes seem under a most

mild discipline, and are a \cry cheerful people.

This day again I had repeated visits from my black

friends : Granny Sarah was with me at least half a

dozen times, telling me, " Ale sceTjoUt Massa;

now me go die* !
" (I behold you, my Master

;

now let me die !

)

'' Friday, December 9. We mounted our

horses at one o'clock to ride to Kingston, where

a negro boy had carried our clothes to dress : the

distance

* This is a stroke of nature. The siglit of her master was a

blessing to old Sarah beyond all expectation ; and not having

any thing further to hope for in life, she desires to be released

from the burthen of existence. A similar circumstance oc-

rurred to myself in Jamaica ; but human nature is the same in

all countries and ages.—" And Joseph made ready his chariot,

" and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goslion
;
and pre-

" sented himself unto him : and he fell on his neck, and wept

" on his neck a good while.—And Israel said unto Joseph, Now

" let me die, wue I have seen thijjacv,'' &:c. Genesis, chap. 40.

, V. 29, 30.



24^

CHAP.
XIII.

WINDWARD ISLANDS-;

distance is about thre(3 miles of very hillv road I
particu arly noticed every negro whom I met or .^^^overtook oa the road : of these I counted eleven st.viuceau.

who were dressed as field negroes, with only
trowsers on

; and adverlino- to the evidence on the
Slave Trade, I particularly remarked th.t not one
ot the eleven had a single mark or scar of the
wlup. We met or overtook a great many other
negroes, but they were dressed. Passing throu<.h
Mr. Greatheed's large estate, I observed in the
gang one well-looking negro woman, who had two
or three wheals on her shoulders, which seemed
the effect of an old punishment*
A FREE mulatto woman, named Burton, came

this day to complain before Mr. H. of her negro
slave, a lad of about seventeen. The boy was
confronted, and seemed in truth a bad subject
having absented himself tlic three last days. The
only threat the woman used to her slave, was that
she would sell him. Mr. H. advised her to do it

•

and It endefl in ordering the boy to look out him-
selffor a master, who would purchase him.
Kingston is a small and scattered, but very

neat and well-built town. We dressed ourselves
there, and proceeded at three to the government
house, about a mile up the country. It is a good

* /"
*il^

^^'"^^ ^'''^''^' ^''^ punishment of v^hipping is com-
monly )nfl.cted not on the hacks of the negroes, (as practised in
he d.scphne of the British soldiers) but n..re humanely, and
^vith much ess danger, on partes posteriores. It is therefore no
proot that the negroes when. Sir WiUian. Young inspected had
escaped flagellation, because their shouk].rs bore no Lpress-'oa
of the wh.p. This acknowlodg^aent . e to truthL "

houso.

If

;:u

'7
5"mr^

•i,i
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^xni*'
^^^"^^^ hired from the Alexander estate. The go-

^-•^/-^^ vernor giive nie a most polite reception. Riding
' ' '^

^

' home, I had the ( ompany and conversation of Mr.
L. speaker of the assembly, who told me that a

new slave act was prepared^ and under considera-

tion of the legislature, which he himself had
drawn up ; and, above all, had studied to frame

such clauses and provisions as might ensure the

execution and full eftect of the law in favour of

the negroes.

—

M>us vcrrons.—We had likewise

some talk on the subject of building a church at

Kingston : he said, if moved in the assembly, he

had not a doubt of unanimity. I promised, in

addition to my quota of tax for such purpose, to

subscribe .a^.^OO towards ornamental architecture

or additional expence, which the conservators of

the public purse might not think themselves war-

ranted to admit in their plan and estimate ; he

promised to set the business on foot.

Saturday, December 10.—This day (as usual)

a half-holiday from twelve o'clock for the negroes.

Friday, ]}eccmber 16.—Three Guinea ships

being in the harbour, full of slaves from Africa, I

testilied a wish to visit the ships previous to the

sale. I would have visited tiiein privately and

imexpectcdly, but it was not practicable. Every

thing was prepared for our visit, as the least ob-

serving eye might have discovered : in particular

I was disjgusted with a general jumping or dan-

cing of tile negroes on the deck, which some, and

perhaps many of them, did voluntarily, but some

under force or controul ; for I saw a sailor, more

than once, catch those rudely by (he arm who had

ceased
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ceased dancin-. and by i-osture menace flieni to chap
repeat their iiu)(ion, to clap their hands, and sliout J^
their song of Vah ! Yah ! which I understood to ^^'-viaceut.

mean - Friends/'-Independent of this, and when
I insisted on the dance being- stopped, I must say
that the people, with exception to one single wo-
man

( perhaps iii ) seemed under no apprehensions,
and were cheerful for the most part, and all anxi-
ous to go ashore, beino; fully apprised of what
would be their situation and employment, when
landed, by some of their countrymen, who were
permitted to visit them from the plantations for
that purpose.

Never were there ships or cargoes better suited
for the ground of general observation ; for the
ships came from distant di-jtricts, and with people
of different nations on board : the Pilgrim of
Bristol, with 370 Eboes from Bonny. The Eolus
of Liverpool, with 300 Windward negroes from
Bassa. The Anne of Liverpool, with 210 Gold
Coast negroes from Whydah.
The Pilgrim (Taylor, commander) was in the

best possible order ; she was six feet in height be-
tween decks, without shelves or double tier in the
men's apartments, and as clean as a Dutch cabinet.
We visited every part of the ship ; in the hospital
there was not one sick, and the slaves mustered on
the deck, were to all appearance, and uniformly,
not only with clean skins, but with their eyes
bright, and every mark of health. This Captain
Taylor must be among the best sort of men in
such an employment; having in three voyages,
and with full cargoes, lost on the whole but eidit

f

til

'4

i
I

^h

4

slav es.
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^Ifj^r
^^'^'^^' '^"^^ '"'^ '^"^ seaman. In general, I should

v-^^„i^ l^ive a favourable account too of the Eolus, but
SfcViiicen<

jj,^, Pil«ii,n had not a sir 'H that would olfcud,

and wa« indeed sweeter than I should have sup-

posed possiblej in a crowd of any people of the

same number^ in any climate. One ( ncumstance

in all the three was particularly striking, in rela-

tion to the evidence on the Slave Trade : A full

half of either cargo consisted of children (and ge-

nerally as line children as I ever saw) from six to

fourteen years of age ; and, on enquiry, I found

but very few indeed of these were connected with

the grown people on board. I could not but sup-

pose, then, that these little folks were stolen from

their parents, and perhaps (in some instances) sold

by their parents.* 1 again remark, that these

slaves were from Bonny and from Bassa,

The Anne was from the Gold Coast, a small

vessel, scarcely clean, disagreeably offensive in

smell, with onlv three feet six inches between the

main decks, yet apparently with no sick on board.

. These Gold Coast negroes were in themselves a

* Nothing is more common in all parts of Africa, th;rn the

circumstance of parents of free cnnJition selling their children

in times of scarcity, which frequently happen, for a r-n''' uf

iood. Mr. Park has recorded many instances of it among the

Mandingocs, (vide his Travels, p. 248, and again, p. 2p5.)

" Pcnaps by a philosophick and reflecting mind (observes Mr.

Pari.) M\ itself would scarcely be considered as a greater ca-

lamity hic bi. ver, but the poor negro, when fainting with

hunger, exc ir . like Esau of old, Behold I am at the pu'int to

die, and iirhc' profit shali i. ids birthright do tome.'' These are

dreadful evils ; oulained, without doubt, for wise and good pur-

poses, but, concerning the causes of tliem, human wisdom is

doomed to silence."

worse
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worse looking people, bu. they boic too a sickly chap.
complexion and heaviness of mien and mind whirh Jil^kj
the others did not; and it was remarkable in the '^'^ ^*'**^'=°^

contrast of the cargoes, that among the last there
was not even a common prop(»rtion of ciiildren or
yoMnir people : I should suppose not above *>() in
thefilO.

iVTii. n. of the Custom House, told me that at
St. Viiieent's more eertifieates for bounties were
given than at all the other islands, and that the
reason wa?, because it was situated next to Bar-
badoes, the most windward of the islands, and the
Guinea Shi^is arriving thus far in health, the mas-
ters, to avail themselves of the parliamentary
bounty, took up their certificates before proceedr-
ing on to Jamaica or elsewhere, inassnuch as every
day, at the close of a long voyage, might be mark-
ed by disease or death, and thus eventually pre-
clude them from the benefit of the law. Tliis
should be rectified.

Mr. B. allowed, in conversation with me, that
the regulations of tonnage proportioned to num-
bers, on which such outcry had been raised, had
ultimately proved advantageous to the trader, as
well as to the poor slave. The preservation of the
slaves had well and fully repaid for the diminu-
tion in freight.

Saturday, December 17. At ten this morning
all my negroes were mustered at the works, and
had ten barrels of herrings distributed among
them: afterwards, such of the women as had reared
children, eame to the villa, and each received, as a
present^ five yards of fine cotton, at 2s.CKLper
r^id, of the gayest pattern, to make a petticoat.

'1



Hi '

In'

S - V

1^;!

254 TOUR THROUGH THE

CHAP.
XIII.

Sunday, 18. Mr. H. read prayers to a congre-

gation of my negroes.
St. Vincent. TuESDAV, 20. Went to Kingston to attend the

sale of the Eboe, Windward, and Gold Coast

slaves, in all 880. The slaves were seated on the

floor in two large galleries, divided into lots of ten

each. Those purchasers who, by previous ap-

plication, had gained a title of pre-emption, ( for

there was a demand for three times the number im-

ported) drev/ for the lots in succession, until each

had his number agreed for. In lotting the slaves^

some broken numbers occurred, and a little lot of

four (two girls and two boys) of about twelve

years old, were purchased for me. The slaves did

not seem under any apprehension, nor did they ex-

press any uneasiness, with exception to the Gold
Coast negroes, who gave many a look of sullen

displeasure. Returning home in the evening, I

found my four little folks in old Mrs. H -'a

room, where they eat a hearty supper, had some

of their country folks got round them, and w ent

to sleep as much at their ease as if born in the

country. These children were unconnected with

any on board the ship. The girls were remark-

ably straight, and with finer features than negroes

ordinarily have. They had each a bead necklace,

and small cotton petticoat of their country make,

and must I think have been kidnapped or stolen

from their parents. I cannot think that any pa-

rents would have sold such children.

Friday, 23. This morning I passed an hour or

more, observing the process of sugar-making in

the boiling house. Of the best cane-juice, a gal-

1 ion
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lj>n of liquor gives one lb. of sugar ; of the mid- ch4P.
dhng-nch, 20 gallons give 1(3 lbs.; of the waterv JUL
canes, 24 gallons give l.i lbs.

" st^^t.
This afternoon Anselm, chief of the Charaibes

in the quarter of Morne-Young, and Brlnau,
chief of Grand Sable, at the head of about twenty
came mto the parlour after dinner, and laid a do,l
damlti6 at my feet of Charaibe baskets, and of
fowls and pine apples. We treated them with
-ivme, and afterwards about a dozen of their ladies
were introduced, who preferred rum. I had much
courteous conversation with Ansehu, accepted a
basket, and a couple of pines, and bought some
baskets of the other Charaibes. They were all in-
vited to sleep on the estate, and a ke^- of rum was
ordered m return for Anselm's present, and for
lirunau's, &c.

ti^atj ,„ 1773, and a dozen others, had before vi-
Si ed me at different times, but this was a formal
address of ceremony, and all i„ their best attire,
t^at IS the men, and perhaps the women too, forthough they had no clothes, saving a petticoat re-sembhng two children's pocket handkerchiefs sew-
ed at the corners, and hanging one before and onebehind yet they had their fac^s painted red, pin!
t trough their under lips, and bracelets; and about
their ancles strings of leather and beads.
December 25. About ten in the forenoon tli^

negroes of my estate, both men and women, ex-
ceedingly well dressed, came to wish us a merryUu^ mas

:
soon after came two negro fidlers anda tcimbonne, when we had an hour's dancim.. «nd

carpenter

%

fi

r ',

.1 '":fJ
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CHAP, carpenter Jack^ with Phillis, danced an excellent

,J^JJ!;^ minuet, and then four of them began a dance not

st.vinceut. unlike a Scotch reel. After distributing among

them different Christmas boxes, to the number of

about fifty, we attended prayers in a large room

;

myself read select parts of the service, and Mr.

I^.—— closed our church attendance with a chap-

ter from our Saviour's sermon on the mount, and

a dialogue of practical Christianity on the heads

of resignation towards God, and peace towards

men. This day, and almost every day, I had

many Charaibe visitors tendering presents, I laid

down a rule to receive no presents* but from the

chiefs, for the person j resenting expects double

the value in return, and the Charaibes are too nu-

merous for a general dealing on such terms, either

with views to privacy or economy, i should net

omit that yesterday morning the chiefs, Anselm

and Brunau, who had visited me the evening be-

fore, came to see me, and politely having observed

that they would not intermingle, in their first visit

of congratulation, on my coming to St. Vincent's,

any matter of anotlier nature, proceeded to de-

mand quelles iiouvelles de la France, ana then quelles

nouvelles de VAngleterre ; and thus proceeded gra-

dually to open the tendency of the question, as

relating to the designs of government touching

themselves. It seems that some persons of this

colony, travelling into their country, and looking

over the delightful plains of Grand Sable from

Morne Young, had exclaimed, " what a pUy this

country tjct belongs to the savage Charaihes !" and

thi? kind of language repeated among them, had

awakened
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awakened jealousies and apprehensions, and some chapFrench discontented fugitives from Martinico and^
aibes at Kingston) give,, a rumour that I was

byThe'E^:!- T'
"'"'"* '" •"'PO-^ng themby the English government. To remove thes^

was and come merely to look at my estate ap,l
settle my private affairs, I would vent"^ o„ p"
sonal knowledge of the minister, and character ofour common king, and unalterable prSe, ofour government, to assure them, that wh st t ,ev

and thaTorail Vn "" ""' ''''" *""''' *''«"• '""ds,

theki would not keeptTorS ^Z^^t.the conditions of that treaty and if .r. u-
ventured to trespass on the^,' th^ wo /, ^^ro'per representations, be punished For myself iassumed a mien of anger that t!,.v .1 T^^ '

^

their national principle .CtlS? 1f^^ffriendships and enmities descended from f" her t„son, they must know me for their ste,2 77 .
and incapable of any inius i.TT f '''""•''

Tu« 1
-^ ^"jusiice towards fh^m *

They seemed yery much pleased with this sor7"flanguage, and assured me of thpir 1/
°^

.ard and confidence, a:d wo M . rrLThes or tales to the prejudice of mvself or of tdesigns of government. They invi'ted me „and taste their hospitality, ami I pr„m" ed t„Tso, and we parted as I could wish^L h,-! l!!_'."
ifl iiie "Worlds - ^^»icims

Vol. Ill;
•

*' tl

,'wl
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December 26. This was a day of Christmai?

gambols. In the morning we rode out, and in the

town of Calliaqua saw many negroes attending

high mass at the popish chapel. The town was

like a very gay fair, wit^ booths, furnished with

every thing good to eat and fine to wear. The

negroes (with a very few exceptions) were all

dressed in pattern cottons and muslins, and the

young girls with petticoat on petticoat ; and all

had handkerchiefs, put on with fancy and taste,

about their heads. Returning to the villa, we

were greeted by a party which frightened the boys.

It was the Moco Jumbo and his suite.* The

Jumbo was on stilts, with a head, mounted on the

actor's head, which was concealed: the music

was from two baskets, like strawberry baskets,

with little bells within, shook in time. The

swordsman danced with an air of menace, the

musician was comical, and Jumbo assumed the

" antic terrible," and was very active on his stilts.

We had a large company to dinner ; and in the

evening I opened the ball in the great court, with

a minuet, with black Phillis, Granny Sarah being

indisposed : our music consisted of two excellent

fiddles, Johnny and Fisher, from my Pembroke

estate, and Grandrson, tamborin of the villa:

there stood up about eighteen couple; the men

neo-roes were dressed in the highest beauism, with

muslin frills, high capes, and white hats ; and one

beau had a large fan. The negro girls were all

dressed gay and fine, with handkerchiefs folded

* Without doubt the Mwmho Jumbo of the Mandengoes.—

Vide Faik's Travsls, c. 3, p. 39'

» . tastefully
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festefulJy about thei.- beads, and gold ear-ri„~ chapand necklaces: the girls were nearly all fieldZ ^^'

*!,« *!, 1
tmagmea, m comparison wifh

elerfle*^'
"' '''"^*'"- '" ^t. ViLenfs faevery place ,s seen a gaiety of colours and dress

?un anHTP"""''"^
gaiety of mind and spS

party of ram,c,<,ns are arrived witb an Afneln
^^Y"^

an instrument composed of nieces nfT jwood of different diametefs, laido'a ^wj^a sort of box
: they beat on one or the otte" s

'

»^
to stnfce out a good musical tune. They pTay!

^ozen girls, hearing the sound, came from thlhuts o the great court, and began a cur ou" a„|most lasciyious dance, with much grace a wIh^,«ct.o„
; of the last plenty i„ trutb^

'"'" "'

^c.t si. miles aistant, tJ^ljl^^Ti^:^:
«on. The road is over the most ruff^ed «fi

XTdffiarttn^tr'r'^^^^^
^ith bushes and someVet::' ttrvZrtween the ridges, and on every Dracticlr !"
arecuui ted grounds, andtKr:m£ -ture of the rich and the romantick Th» 1

Thffl'TV"r•* *"« ^-P-^- anigu£Ihe flight of a bird cannot be more thJl
-'e. from Kingston to B„ccamerWe«

*^
/h.

41 'I

',f ,'»
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crtAP. the vallej of Biiccament by a ravine, called Kcil-

V-—^- lan's land, belonging to me.
St. Vincent, rj.^^

^^^^ ^^ Buccamcnt brings to mind the

happy and secluded valley of Rasselas, prince of

Abyssinia. The valley, containing about 3,000

acres, is hemmed on each side by tov^^ering hills,

whose steep ascents have in parts peeled off or

split in the storm, and now are left precipices of

bare rock, appearing between streaks of the highest

verdure, from which occasionally shoots the moun-

tain cabhagc-tree* In the centre of the valley

stands an insulated mountain, whose height,

through an interstice in the rugged boundary of

the vale, looks down on the garrison of Berkshirer»

hill, and Berkshire-hill is 627 feet above the sea.

The hills or rocks that shut in the valley, again

command the hill in the centre. Down the vale

runs a fine and rapid river, abounding with the

finest mullet and other fish ; its bed is obstructed

with fragments of rocks from the skirting moun-

tains. Its murmurs fill the vale. It winds round

the centre hill, and then pours straight into the;

sea. The valley, as it coasts the sea, is about on^

mile over. It stretches inland about five miles

;

its greatest breadth, half-way from the sea, is two

miles. From the mount, in the centre, it forms a

most luxuriant picture of cultivation, contrasted

with romantic views, and seems wholly secluded

from all the world. My Pembroke estate takes

in the hill in the centre, and thence runs along the

* Called also the Pahneto-Royal. See it described at large,

vol. i. p. 20.

river-

rl:
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fiver-side, comprehending all the valley on one chap
side, to within a quarter of a mile of the sea ,J^'A NEGRO gave signal of my approach to the sT^^i^
house, and all the negroes came forth to greet meand with a welcome as warm as that at Calliaqua'
They caught hold of my bridle, my feet and my
coa

; every one anxious for a share in leading meup to the house; and indeed they attempted to

Friday, January 6. I visited Berkshire.hill
and went over the fortifications. The hill itself
IS a rock, and, from its precipices, is scarcely as-
sailable

; where it is so, parts have been cut away
and take art and nature together, the place may
be deemed impregnable. The point above hath
been flatted oft; so as to admit room on its surface
tor most commodious barracks for a complete re-
giment, stores, reservoirs, &c. all bomb-proof. Inmy difJerent excursions, I continued to inspect
the persons of the negroes, and I can assert, that
not one in fifty of those I have seen has been
marked with the whip, with exception to the gana:
employed at the public works on Berkshire-hill
Ihis gang may be supposed to consist for the most
part of reprobate and bad negroes, who have been
sold from estates for riddance of their practices
and examples. They chiefly belong, as an entire
gang, to the overseer of the works, who may be
supposed to pick them up cheap, being bad cha-
racters, though competent to their business, under
the controul of the military. The inhabitants,
mi willing to send their able men to tlio pub-

lick

(' i ' i
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CHAP, lick works, for fear of evil communication, coin-
^--y^^mute their quota of labourers, ])y pavinjr the
St.Vwcent • •/ r •/ o

' overseer a certam sum to find others in their room.
Friday, January 13, 1792. The Charaibe

chief of all, Chatoi/er, with his brother clu Vallee,

and six of their sons, came to pay me a visit, and
brought their presents ; a stool of Charaibe work-
manship, and a very It^rge cock turkey of the
wild breed, which with a hen I mean for Eng-
land. Chatoyer and du Vallee were well dressed ;

as a mark of respect, they came without arms.
We had much conversation with them, and I
gave in return a silver-mounted hanger to Cha^r
toyer, and a powder-horn to du Vallee. The
latter is possessed of nine negro slaves, and has a
cotton plantation. He is the most enlightened of
the Charaibes, i^nd may be termed the founder of
civilization among them, Chatoyer and his sons
dined at the villa, and drank each a bottle of claret.

In the evening they departed in high glee, with
many expressions of friendship.

January 17. I visited the king's botanic gar-
den ; Dr. Anderson went round the garden witl^

me. It consists of about thirty acres, of which
sixteen are in high garden cultivs^tion. The va-
riety, beauty, growth, and health of the plant*.^

from all quarters of the glo|)e, is most striking,

It is a scene for a painter as well as a botanist.

The quickness of vegetation is astonishing : some
English oak of three years growth are above seven

ieti high. The Indian teak wood, full eighteen

feet high, and six inches diameter, of only four

years growth. This being a remarkable hard and

durably
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durable wood, leads me to note tlie general re- chap.
mark of Dr. Anderson, " that in this country, '^"''

Where vegetation never stops or is checked, S'Vii«:,j,t.

" the hardest woods are of growth as quick as
" the most pulpous or soft texture." Dr. Andcr-
son is multiplying to a great extent all the useful
trees

;
the Chinese tallow tree, the gum arabic,

the Peruvian bark, the balsam of Capivi, the cin-
namon, &c. &c. AT. B, I name them from their
produce.

January 23. Never passing a slave without
observing his back, either in the field or in the
road, or wenches washing in the rivers, I have
seen not one back marked, besides that of the wo-
man observed before on Mr. Greathead's estate (in
whom I may be mistaken as to the cause) and one
new negro unsold at Kingston, who found means
to explain to me that he was fumfumm'd ( flogged)
by the surgeon of the ship ; and he seemed to
have had two or three strokes with a cat. I note
it in the language of one accustomed to attend
military punishments.—At my estate, and I be-
lieve on most others, confinement is the usual pu-
nishment. Three have been punished at Cal-
liaqua since my arrival ; Sampson has received
ten lashes, and two men were put into the stocks,
of whom Indian Will was one, for getting drunk
and cutting a negro lad's head open in his passion ;

he was released the next morning. The other
was a watchman at the mill, from which the sails
had been stolen ; he was confined for two nights
in terrorem, and then.

tl^e theft, h /» ct ««4^I^n (

'} ifv TTU.3 xcicasc

discovery being made of

January
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Antigua,
1192.

CHAP. January 26. Sailed from Nanton's harbour in
XIII

L-^y^ the Maria schooner of 28 tons, took our depart
st.vincent.ture at ten in the forenoon, coasted to leeward,

and came off St. Lucia in the evening.

Friday, 27. Off Dominica in the morning,

becahned. In the evening a breeze sprung up ;

and,

Saturday, 28, Came at day-break off Basse-?

terre, in Guadeloupe; hailed a fishing boat, and
bought some fish ; the people said ^11 was quiet ;

tout va bleu a la Guadaloupe.

Saw a very large spermaceti whale spouting and
playing close a-head in the channel between Gua-
daloupe and Antigua. Came to an anchor at

5 P. M. in Old Road hay, Antigua. Walking up
an excellent level coach road half a mile, to the

old road plantation house. A mulatto boy getting

before, gave notice of JVIassa being on the way.

Every hoe was now thrown down, and a general

huzza followed ; and my good Creoles, man, wo-
man, and child, ran to meet me with such ecstacy

of welcome, embracing my knees, catching my
hands, clothes, &c. &c. that I thought I should

never have reached the house. At length, in joy-

ous procession, with handkerchiefs for flags, I

was conveyed to the old mansion of my ancestors,

?ind gave my good people a treat of runi, and all

was dance and song.

Sunday, 29. Enquiring into the condition of

the estate and situation of the negroes, 1 found
the latter generally dissatisfied with their manager,
Mr. R . Their complaints were directed

pliiefly to his curtailing the allowance of the old

people.
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people, and such others as were incapable of la- chap.
Dour

; and his frequency and severity of punish- ^'"•

ments. The first complaint I removed instantly .^^
by ordering the full allowance of industrious
youth to meritorious age. For the second (on
examining into the grounds of allegation, and
hndingthemjust).! immediately discharged Mr
R. and appointed Mr. H ^ who had been teij
years on the estate, and mucli liked by the ne-
groes, to be their manager. Their satisfaction on
both accounts seemed complete and general
Monday, 30. Went to St. John's, a large, anu

in many parts a well-built town, and the church
an excellent building, as is likewise the town or
court house

; but the town itself has the appear-
ance of ruined trade and deserted habitancy. The
country for twelve miles, from the old road plan-
tation to St. John's, IS open, with very few trees
or even shrubs, but beautiful in its swells of
ground, scarcely to be called hills, spotted with
buildings, and varied with inlets of the sea open-
ing in different points of view ; high but infruc-
tuous cultivation cover every acre. The roads
excellent, and every thing speaking the civiliza-
tion, art, and toil of man ; but nature ansv^ ers not
Under the drought ail fails : heat, with little or.m moisture, generates noihing. Pariial rains
have this -ear, as ofien before, given hopes to the
pignter for his canes, and to the negro for liis pro-
visions

; but the season has again failed, and their
hopes are blasted. The u hole is a picture of dis-
appointment, in land, beasf, and man. The negro
poiises are excdleut, and many of tlieni of stone ;

but
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CHAP, but lio in-doors can cive the face of comfort and

contentment;, if all is wanting beyond the thresh*

Antigua, old. The negroes having little or no provisions

from their grounds, are fed by allowance from

the planters, many themselves in distress, which

scants that allowance. On estates in good condi-

tion, it is twelve quarts of corn, with two or

three pounds of salt provision per week.

Thursday, February 2. Being a day which I

had allotted for a holiday to the negroes, we went

early to the valley of the old road. In the morn-

ing I distributed ten barrels of herrings amongst

the negrops, and in the evening we had a very

smart well-dressed negro ball in the hall of my
old mansion. Mr. L and myself both im-

partially allowed the . negroes, young men and

girls, to dance better in step, in grace, and cor-

rectness of figure, than our fashionable, or indeed

any couples at any ball in England; taking that

ball generally, there is no one negro dances ill.

I danced a country dance with old Hannah, and

a minuet with long Nanny. Not a complaint

remains at the old road.

Friday, February 3. Returning from old road

to Dr. Fairbairn's, I there saw Mr. Hoffman, the

Moravian missionary, whose blameless life still an^

swer^: to his song. The Moravian missionaries are

of the highest character for moral example, as

well as gentle manners ; and they preach the doc^

trines of peace and good ivill to all men, and to

all governments. They assimilate in simplicity

best with the minds of the negroes, and in their

assiduity and croodncss, huvc^ I fear, b
i^«.

/

equals
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equals amongst the regular clergy in the West In- chap,
dies. It was with difficulty I prevailed ou the J^
good, mild, and disinterested Mr. floilman, to re-

^''^"^

ceive annually for his domestick use a small bar-
rel of sugar, and a quarter-cask of rum, as a
token ofmy regard for his attention to my negroes
on the old road estate.

Sunday, February 5. In the evening embark-
ed for Martinique.

Monday, 6. Becalmed off Guadaloupe.
Tuesday, 7. At seven in the evening came M.rti.

into bt. Pierre's bay, and passing under the stern
''''^"'''*^*'

of an 18 gun sloop of war, she hailed us to come
on board. I went on board with the captain of
our schooner. The French officer commanding-
the sloop, on my stating that our vessel was not
comraerciai, but merely having on board Eng-
lir-hmen, passengers, told me that the schooner must
immediately come to an anchor under his stern
but that myself and other gentlemen might go on
shore. Returning to the schooner, a serjeant of
the national guards followed us in a shallop, and
said he wascome by orders to conduct us on shore •

we went with him. On landing, he told us we
miist proceed to the hotel dc I'mtendcmt, Monsieur
le Chevalier dc Menerad. Ho marched us above
a mile to the hotel, and passing withi,; the senti.
nel at entrance of the court, asked for the trover,
nor, who was put, and only a black l,oy hi the
louse, who knew not where the governor was to
De lound The national serjeant talked in a hii;h
tone of brutal command, and said we must stay

n'ght in |;he open air, or until th«
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was found. I used every kind of language, but
all in vain. I was afterwards told that I had
omitted the essential argument with these liberty-

corps, to wit, ' aJohannes.' About ten o'clock a
Monsieur De la Cour, lieutenant of police, ar-

rived, apparently on other business. I told him
my name and situation. He behaved most po-
litely, and told the serjeant he should take us to

the hotel des Americains, the best tavern in St.

Pierre, giving himself security for our forthcom-
ing next morning. Whilst the receipt for our
bodies was writing, the governor. Chevalier de
Menerad, arrived : on my name being mentioned
he behaved most politely, asked my whole party
to supper, and offered me a bed. Having com-
plained of the serjeanfs conduct, he immediately
told him to leave the room, and made a general

apology, giving me plainly to understand that

there v^^as scarcely the appearance of law, go-
vernment, or any authority at Martinique.

The national regiments had arrived a year be-

fore. The inhabitants were of a different party.

The old corps on duty there of an uncertain or

undecided character, and the constitution of the

mother country being unsettled, and no persons

in Martinique knowing w ho were finally to be
uppermost, all were afraid to assume a respon-

si; ility.

i THANKED the govemor for his polite invita-

tion, but declined accepting what the state of his

house, and having no domesticks, proved to be .••

mere invitation of compliment. Hkj wife and fa-

jQiily were at Guadaloupe,

MoNSIEUR
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Monsieur De La Cour conducted us, at near
eleven at night, to the American hotel, where, find-
ing an excellent house and a tn\]y Parisian cook,
we laughed over our difficulties.

Monsieur De la Cour and Monsieur Penan,
our banker, next morning confirmed the state of
government in Martinique, as before mentioned :

all was a calm, but it was such a calm as generally
precedes a hurricane. With respect to the slaves,
they are perfectly quiet. For the free mulattoes
and gens de coidcur (who are twice as numerous
as the white inhabitants) they too are waiting the,
result of ascendant parties in old France. For
the whites, they are generally, as far as I can find,
friends to the old government, and they declare
themselves most openly ; hence the new acts of
the national assembly are yet unexecuted. The
church remains on its ancient footing, and the
convents are filled with the same people. Capu-
chins and Ursulins, but the Capuchins appear
not in the open streets.

In this state of political diffidence, commerce
has lost its activity, and credit is o^one

; yet
money seems to be plenty ; but there is little
or no trade in this great and once commercial
town. Instead of fifty or more large suffar
ships, which should at this season be seen in
the bay, there are only nine ; and even the«e
seem in general to be small. American vessels
(schooners and sloops) are numerous; perhaps
there may be forty,

Wednesday, February S. We amused our-
elvcs m walking about tiie town and purchasing

presents
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^^ T6UR through THfe

^xm*' P'^**^"** ^^^ ^"*' friends
; b0outerie of Madamtf

v-^v^ Gentler, emhroidcrie of Madame Nodaii, and

^qui!" Jk^i^urs of Grandmaison.

The town of St. Pier)ie extends along on the
beach. It is above two miles in length, and
in breadth about half a mile. The buildings are

of stone, and handsome. The shops are many of
them well decorated. The jeweller and silver-

smith's shop (Goutier's) is as brilliant as any iil

London or Paris. Trade being nearly extinguish-

ed in the harbour, the embers of what it has been
glimmer in the shops»

Thursday, February 9. In the evening we
embarked for St. Vincent's.

Friday, February 10. Early this morning
were in sight of St. Vincent's, off the Sugai*

Loaves of St. Lucie, and there close in with the

land. A fine breeze springing up, we run ovef

the channel of seven leagues in three hours, and
then coasted down to windward of St. Vincent's>

a beautiful and rich country, mostly in pos-

session of the Charaibes. At four in the after-

noon we anchored in Young's Bay, landed, and
once more found ourselves in the comfortable

mansion of Calliaqua. My voyage to Antigust

has put me in full possession of the question con-

cerning the best mode of feeding the negroes, t

am speaking of the difference in their situation in

regard to plenty and comfort, when fed by allow-

ance from the master, as in Antigua ; or when
supported by provision grounds of their own, as

in St. Vincent's. In the first case, oppression

may, and certainly in some instances^ and in dif*

5 ferent

"''
" i^*>ISIb
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ferent degrees, doth actually exist, either as to chap
quantity or quality of food ; besides the circum- JE^iij
stance of food for himself, the negro suffers too *t.V">cent.

in his poultry and little stock, which are his
wealth. The maintenance of his pigs, turkeys, or
chickens, must often subtract from his own din-
ner, and that perhaps a scanty one, or he cannot
keep stock at all ; and a negro without stock, and
means to purchase tobacco, and other little con-
veniences, and some finery too for his wife, is
miserable.

In the second case, of the negro feeding him-
self with his own provisions, assisted only with
salt provisions from his master (three pounds of
^alt fish, or an adequate quantity of herrings, per
week, asin St. Vincent's) the situation of the ne-
gio is in proportiontohisindustry; but generally
speaking, it affords him a plenty that amounts to
comparative wealth, viewing any peasantry in Eu-
rope. On my estate at Calliaqua, forty-six acres
of the richest ground are set apart for the negro
gardens, where they work voluntarily in the two
hourj they have every noon to themselves, on the
half-holiday in the week, and Sundavs ; and their
returns are such, that in my negro village, contain-
ing eighty-five huts, there is scarcely one but has
a goat and kids, two or three pigs, and some poul-
try running about it. All this stock is plentifully
fed from the negro's garden, and how plentifully
tlie garden supplies him will appear from the fol-
lowing fact. From the late Gui::e^ sales, I have
purchased all together twenty bojs and girls, frora
ten to thirteen jears old. It is the practice, oa

bringing
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CHAP, bringing them to the estate, to distribute them irt

»-^-Y^»^ the huts of Creole negroes, under their direction
""° 'and care, who are to feed them, train them to work,

and teach them their new language. For this

care of feeding and bringing up the young African,

the Creole negro receives no allowance of provi-

sions whatever. He receives only a knife, a cala-

bash to eat from, and an iron boiling pot for each.

On first view of this it looks like oppression, and

putting the burthen of supporting another on the

negro who receives him ; but the reverse is the

fact. When the new negroes arrived on the es-

tate, I thought the manager would have been

torn to pieces by the number and earnestness of

the applicants to have an inmate from among
them. The competition was violent, and trouble-

some in the extreme. The fact is, that every

negro in his garden, and at his leisure hours, earn-

ing much more than what is necessary to feed

him, these young inmates are the wealth of the

negro who entertains them, and for whom they

work ; their work finding plenty for the little

household, and a surplus for sale at market, and for

feeding his stock. This fact was in proof to me
from the solicitations of the Creole negroes in ge-

neral ( and who had large families of their own ) to

" * take another inmate, on conditions of feeding him,

and with a right to the benefit of his work*. As

soon as the young negro has passed his appren-

ticeship,

* Compare this with what is said on the same subject, vol, ii.

p. 154. It was impossible that two persons, wriling in different

islands, conld agree so very precisely, unless their observatioi»

were founded in truth.
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i.cesh.p and ,s fit for work i« the field, I.e has a tHAP;
nut of his own, and works a garden on his own .J^account. Of the salt provisions given out to the s^^vteS
negroes, the finest sort are the mackarcl salted from
America, and the negi-oes are remarkably fond ofthem. My brother H— ( who is a n.auager af«nee properly str.ct, and most kind, and who isbo h feared and beloved by all the negroes) in-dulges them by studying to give a variety in their
provisions

;
pork, beef, and fish of different sortsA negro prefers pork to beef; otie pound of porfc

pot. This httle attention of Mr H to the
negroes' wishes, shews how much of their comfortmurt even depend on the master's regard to them

VVednesdav, February 33, The 66th regiment
reviewed by general Cuyler. The men well-look-
">g, the manual in proper time and exact, the
firing close, and the level good. The review in a.vord shewed this regiment to be well disciplined
a^id noAmg hurt by residence of near sevelyelrs'
in the West Indies.

-^

Monday, March 5. Embarked in the Fairy
Joop^of .ar for Tobago. Got under way at

Tuesday, March 6. At four P. M. Tobaco
in sight, our course close to the wind, makinp- forthe body of the island.

^ing tor

Wednesday, March 7. Close in with the land
nnd most of the day bfeating to , windward with ^ -

Strong lee current. In the afternoon we.e off"
^yJano'icarhay.

TiaRSDAT March 8. The wind E. S. E
Vol. in. rp ^^ an<r

r ^1

i i' I
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Tobago,
1792.

CHAP, and a strong lee current against us the whole

,J^JIi;^ night. At day-break, we ibund our ship nearly

St. Vincent, ^yhere she was the preceding sun-set. In the

evening we weathered St. Giles's rocks and little

Tobago on the N. E. end of the island. Lay to

during the night.

Friday^ March 9. At sun-rise, were off Queen's

bay, on the leeward coast, whence we ran down,

with both wind and current in our favour, and

anchored in Rockly-bay about twelve o'clock.

Saturday, March 10. Went to Rise-land, or

Sandy Point, in the S. W. part of the island, a

country pJmost fiat, but beautifully spotted with

mountain cabbages, and various trees. Trini-

dada, at eighteen railes distance, appearing plain

lo the eye.

Sunday, March 11. This morning early, I

rode five miles across the island from Rise-land to

Adventure estate, in Courland-bay division. In

traversing the country, and on my return, I was

much struck with its beauty, from the Flat at

Sandy Point gently breaking into hills, till ul-

timately at the N. E. end it becomes a scene of

mountains and woods. 1 particularly noticed the

great extent of provision grounds, and the hne

heahliy looks of the negroes in gcn.^ral, arising

from the plenty around them. I saw no marks of

the whip on iheii backs, at ieast not here n')r at St.

Vincent's. The punishments are either so unfre-

queiit or so little severe, as to leave no traces for

an» length of time.

Sunday, March 15. Early in the morning set

out, aiiu iii the afteiiioon leaclied the Louis (Vor

estate.
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WINDWARD Islands. <^ ^i
estate. Twenty-two miles from Port Louis, from chap,
the very point of the Town of Port Louis, J^
the country becomes hilly; and as you further ad- Tobago;

Vance, the hills rise into mountains not broken
and rugged, as the convulsed country of St. Vin-
cent's, but regular though steep, and on a large
scale ofregular ascent and descent. The scene of
nature is on an extensive scale, and gives the idea
of a contin ent rather than an island. It is not
alone its vicinity to the Spanish main that sug-
gests this idea. The appearance of the island
fully warrants the assumption, and the contiguity
of South America, only moie fully marks its be-
ing torn therefrom, and of its being, in old times,
the southern point or bold promontory of the vast
bay of Mexico. <

Friday, March 10. This da^ I rode over my
estate, but previous to any remarks thereon, I
must notice the radical words and language of
the Indian red Charaibe (Louis). There are
three families of red Charaibes, settled in a corner
of my Louis-d'or estate, and their history is briefly

this.—Louis was five years old when his father
and family fled (about fifty years past) from the
persecutions of the Africans or black Charaibes of
St. Vincent's. The family has b^ince divided into
three distinct ones, by increase of numbers. Louis,
the chief, is a very sensible man, and in his traiOSck

for fish and other articles, has obtained some
knowledge of the French language.

The following words I took from sound, and
with accuracy ; for on reading over the Charaibe

T wordi*'
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CHAP, words to Louis, he repeated them back in French

J^ to me.

Tobago. "God—naketi.i. e. G/<i«i/»«^»-* Wind—cazabal t - Father—baba.

The Sun—v^hu - - - - Rain—conob - - - Mother—behec.

Moon—m6n4 - - - - Thunder—warawiarow Son—wica.

Earth—hoang - - - - Mountain—weib - - Daughter—hania.

Sea—balan^ - _ . - - Tree—wewee - - - Life—nee,

Fire—wat-ho* - - - - Bird—fuss - - - - Death—hela 'hal.

Water—tona ... - Fish—oto' - - - - Devil—qualeva.

I INTERROGATED Louis as to religion : he is

now a catholic, but says the Charaibe belief was

always in a future state.—Formerly, they used to

bury the defunct sitting\, with his bow, arrows,

&c. " But now," says Louis, " we bury au long

" et droit, which is better ; for when sitting, the

body got retreci (this was his expression), and

could not easily start up and fly to heaven, but

being buried long and straight, it can fly up di-

rectly when called." This argument was pos-

sibly suggested by the catholic missionaries, to

make the poor Charaibes leave the old practice.

Louis's belief in a future state is however ascer-

tained.

But now to remarks on the estate. On the

beach at Queen's-bay, are brick and stone pillars,

not unlike the great gate of an English park,

whence the eye is directed up an avenue ofcocoa-

nut trees, and from thence, in the same straight line,

through abroad and regular street ofnegro houses,

at a mile from the gate, to the works, which ter-

minate the avenue, and hrve the appearance oi a

church

* I questioned particularly on the signification of tlie word

nnketi,

f This is a curious and remarkable illustration of what is re-

lated in the appendix, to book i. vol. i. p. 147.

tc
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church built in form of the letter T. with a tower chapraised on the centre. Over the works rise a pre-^cipice. on which stands the mansion-house, nobly ^^
commanding the whole vale. A fine river windstrom the back mountains, under the point of the
great ndge on which the house stands, and then
pours in a direct line, nearly by the east of the
negro village, into the sea. In its course it sup-
plies a canal for turning the water-mill
The negroes on this estate are a most quiet and

contented people
; some asked me for little trifles

of money for different purposes, which I g-ave
them but there was not one complaint, for old
Castaho came t '

. as a kind of deputation from
the rest, to teil n.e that - massa Hamilton was
good manager, and good massa.'' Indeed the

negroes are generally treated as favourite r\;:
dren, by then- masters in Tobago.
The necessities of the island have demanded

the residence ofthe planter ; and the critical state of
French government, and the wild notions and
conduct of the French people in the colonies,
have brought the old English settlers in Tobago,
and their negroes, to a system of reciprocal re-
gard and mutual determination to resist particu-
lar wrongs or a general attack. The planters here
talk of the negroes as their resort, to be depend-
ed on against either a licentious garrison, an ar-
bitrary governor, or the mad democracy ofFrench
hucksters.

The negro houses throughout Tobago are much
superior to those iji St. Vincent « nr ^v«« i„ a .,

')'
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CHAP, tigua. Mr. Franklyn, junior, informs me that

jJEJiij each of his negro's houses has cost him 23Johannes,

Tobago, or above forty p(^unds sterling, including the ne-

gro's labour. These houses are built of boards,

uniform throughout the estate, are about 26 feet

long by 14 wide, consisting each of two apart-

ments, besides a portico or covered walk with a

seat in front, of which a closet at the end is taken

from the portico to form a small kitchen or store-

J-oom. The roof i? of shingles. In St. Vincent's

the negro houses are ofno fixed dimensions ;
some

are very large and some yery small, according to

the fancy or ability of the negroes, who are how-

ever generally assisted by their masters with posts

and main timbers, and occasionally supplied with

boards.' Thus the village is irregular, some

houses boarded, some of them stone and part

boards, and most of them wattled or thatched.

Within, the houses are as comfortable as those at

Tobago, but not so durable ; and the portico of

the Tobago house is a superior comfort.

Saturday, M^rch 17. I passed the morning

in seeing various of my negroes, particularly the

women and their Creole children. This last year

I have had an increase of thirteen children, of

whom only one has died. I ordered^ as at St.Vin-

cent's, five yards of fine printed cotton to every

woman who had reared a child, and gave ten bar-

rels of pork among the negroes in general. Rid-

ing out, I paid a visit of some length to the red

Charaibe families, of whom Louis is the head

;

tw" of the voung women were really handsome,

^

''

The
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The old Indian dress is lost, and they wore hand- chap.

kerchiefs, cotton petticoats, and jackets like the ,^,^^J!L

tiegroes. The huts were scarcely weather-tight, Tobago.

being wattled and thatched, crowded with all

their filth and all their wealth ; the latter con-

sisting of great variety of iiets for fishing, ham-
mocks for sleeping in, and difterent sorts of pro-

vision, stores, &c. &c. Beasts, stores, and people

all in one room.

At two o'clock we set out for Mr. Clarke's,

five miles from Louis-dor on the road to Port

Louis. Mr. Clarke's house is an excellent build-

ing, framed in England, and placed on the very

pinnacle of the highest mountain in Tobago, with

garden and shrubberies, abounding with birds of

most splendid plumage. The variety, beauty,

and number of the feathered tribes in Tobago, are

indeed at once delightful and astonishing. I must

observe further, on the country of Tobago, that

although it is not a twentieth part cultivated, yet

it is all, or for the most part, improveable. Mr.
Hamilton, who has passed many successive nights

in the woods, and in traversing the country, as-

sures me there is no where a rock, or scarcely a

large stone, to be found, except upon the coasts

and beach. Though the season is now dry, I ob-

served in many parts large spots or fields of Gui-

nea grass, which would fatten cattle ofthe largest

breed. As a timber and a victualhng country, it

seems valuable in an impeiial, as well as commer-

cial poirit of view ; a resource to armies andfieets>

as well as to the merchant and planter.

» . I
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^xiT
^E°Nj:sDAy, March 21. At 6 in the evening

v.^,.^.^ I embarked in the Lively schooner for Grenada.
pren^da. THURSDAY, ggd. At 6 in the evening we an^

' chored in the careenage of jSt. George's town,
Grenada, and irjiinediately landed.

Sunday, 25. In the forenoon we went to
XJhurch, the governor, speaker of the assembly, of-
;ficers, &c. attending, with a respectable congre-
gation of people of all colours. Jn the gallery
was an assemblage of girls and boys under a mu-
latto school-master, who sung psalms very well to
the accompaniment of an excellent organ. The
^clergyman, Mr. Dent, read prayers, and preached
with great devotion. The service >vas in every
.respect most creditable to the island. The church
is plain, with a handsome steeple, and a clock
given by the present governor Matthews.

St. George's is a handsome town, built chiefly
of brick, and consists of many good houses. It

is divided by a ridge, which, running into the sea,

forms on one gide th^ pareenage, and on the other
the bay. Thus there is the bay town, where there
is a handsome square and market-place, and the
pareenage town, where the chief mercaptile houses
are situated, the ships lying land-locked, and in
deep water close to the wharf. On the ridge, just
above the road of communication between the
towns, stands thje church ; and oji the promon-
tory or bluff head of the ridge, stands a large old
fort, built by the Spaniards when in possession of
prenada. It is built offree-stone, is very substan-

tial! v, if not scientifically constructed, and contains

th^
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*lie entire 45th regiment. The 67th regiment is chap
<iuartered in the new barracks, and does duty on ^"^
the new fortifications of Richmond-hill ; a very
strong situation to the east or north-east of the
town

.

Tuesday, March 27. Louis la Granadc. cliief
of the Gens de couleur, and captain of a militia
company, came to the government house. He
seems a fine spirited, athletic fellow, and wears a
large gold medal about his neck, being a gift
from the colony, in reward for his various'^services
and experienced fidelity on all occasions. The
mulattoes have presented a most loyal address to
the governor, stating their strong attachment to
the Kmg and the British constitution, and their
abhorrence of all innovation.

Friday, 29. At ten in the morning we sailed
from Grenada in the Fanfan schooner, coasted the
leeward side of the island from south to north ; it

seems \yell peopled, and in general it appears to
be a rich sugar country ; with less variety of
ground indeed than St. Vincent's, and less ver-
dure. Its mountains are but hills in comparison
with those of St. Vincent. A waving surfaee,
hills gently rising and falling, characterize Gie-
nada. De^^p valleys shaded with abrupt precipices
i:haracterize St. Vincent's.

Saturday, March 30. At three in the morn- st.v,ncent.mg anchored in Kingston-bay, St. Vincent's, and
thence rode to the villa. From Grenada to St.
Vincent's, our schooner hugg'd the land of the
fjfrenadines under their leeward side, with verv

f-^-.,- -— ^—.^ -^s iiMiifii,i. -» ni; Uienauuie isles

and
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CHAP, and detached rocks, are supposed to be about 120

y^^^!^ in number. Twelve of these little isles are said to

St.Vincent. produCC COtton.

April 19. Had much conversation this day

about the Charaibes.

The windward estates, quite to the Charaibe

boundary of Bayaraw, are of the richest land in

the island:, but the surf on the shore is at all time^

so heavy, that no European vessel can continue on

any part twenty-four hours with safety, and no

European boat can come on shore without the

danger of being swamped. Hence, until lately,

the supposed impracticability oflanding stores and

taking off sugars, prevented the cultivation of the

lands ; but since the Charaibes in their canoes^

have been found to accomplish what Europeans

cannot effect with their boats, these lands have

risen to 60/. sterling an acre, and every settler is

growing rich. A sloop lays offand on as near as

she may to the shore, and in one morning, from

day-break will make forty trips to the sloop, car-

rying each time a hogshead of sugar, &c. &c. and

the expence for the morning amounts to ten dol-

lars, being a dollar for each Charaibe.—The Cha-

raibes thus begin to taste ofmoney, and are already

become very industrious at this work. More-

over, they plant tobacco, and want nothing but a

market to encourage them to plant mor6. Cha-

loyer's brother ( Du Vallee ) has nine negroes, and

plants cotton. Money civilizes in the first in-

stance, as it corrupts in the last ; the savage la-

bouring for himself, soon ceases to be a savage ;

to noon, a canoe manned by ten Charaibes;

the
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die slave to money becomes a subject to govern- chap.

ment, and he becomes a useful subject*. vJlIHo

Mr. B. acting collector of the customs, inform- st.vinceat.

ed me, that the value of British maoufactures ex-

ported from St. Vincent to the Spanish and
French settlements, was upwards of 200,000/. ;^n-

nually. From the superior advantages of Gre-

nada, with respect to situation, &c. the export

trade of that island to the Spanish main must be

much more considerable. That of Jamaica out of

comparison greater. These circumstances are to

be taken into the general account, of the import-

ance of the West India Islands to Great Britain.

April 24. Went on board a Guinea ship, the

Active, from Sierra Leone. On board this ship

is a black boy, called Bunc, about ten years old,

the

* This must be admitted with some limitation, before a.

negro places such a value on money as is here supposed, he must
have acquired many of the refinements and artificial necessities

of civilized life. He must have found uses for money, v-hich

in his savage state, he had no conception of. It is not theretore

the possession of money alone j it is the new desires springing

up in his mind, from the prospects and examples before him,

that have awakened his powers, and called the energies of his

mind into action. I have thought it necessary to observe thus

much, because the doctrine of my amiable friend, without some

cjualitication, seems to sanctify an assertion which has been

maintained by speculative writers, with some plausibility
j

namely, " that if the negro slaves were allowed wages for their

f labour, coercion would become unnecessary." What effect a

system of gradual encouragement, by means of wages, operat-

ing slowly and progressively, might produce in a long cour&e of

time, I will not presume to say ; but I am persuaded that an

attempt to introduce such a system among the labouring negroc s

in general, without great caution and Hr-? preparation, would

be productive of the greatest of evils.

.
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CHAP, the son of an African chief; he is going to Eng<

si^v^"""^
^*"d ^or his education, and has two slaves sent

incem.
^-^jj IjJj^ Ij^ jjjg father, to pay his passage by their
«ale. Captain Williams has another boy on
board, who was sent to England two years ago
for the same purpose. This voyage he was to
take him back to Annamaboe ; but the boy abso-
lutely refused landing again in Africa, and he
waits on Captain Williams as a free servant, and
is going back to England with him. The slaves
were in high health ; captain Williams is a supe-
rior man in this trade ; as a fundamental trait of
his character, I notice, that last year ( 1791 ) on re-
ceiving the parliamentary bounty for the good
condition in which his people arrived, he gave out
of his own pocket 50/. as a gratuity to the sur-
geon of his ship.

Monday, April 30. This day Dufond, Cha-
toyer's brother, and next to him in authority, par-
ticularly on the Grand Sable side of the country,
made me a visit ; he had been twice before when I
was absent in the other islands, and on his first

visit had left his own bow and arrows for me. I
gave him in return a pair of handsome brass-bar-
relled pistols. He seems a very polite and sensible
man, and speaks good French.

May 8. Embarked on board the Delaford, and
at 5 P. M. sailed for England.

m.
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JAMAICA*.

CHAP. XIV.

It does not appear tliat tlicre was an^' form of chap.
civil goveinraent cstablishei' in the island of Ja-

''"'

niaica before the Restoia ion ; when Colonel
D'Ojley, who had thcnthcchicfcommand under a
commission from the lord Protect r, \^ws confirm-
ed in that conmiand by a comm ssion f m King
Clia.les, diitcd the l.'jth of FchrL^o% lo il.

His conmii:,.iioii, m iiich recites i king's desire
to gi^e all protection t'r.d eucouragement to the
people of Jamaica, and to provide for its security
and good government, cmpowery him to execute
his trust according to juch powcvs and autliorities
as are contained in his co.Tunission audthe instruc-
tions annexed to it, and such as shmld from time
to time be given to him by liis iiiajesty, and ac-

cording

* In the former editions, this account of the constitution of
Jamaica was ascribed to Governor (now Lord) I,yttekon, who was
Captain General of that island in i;(i4, but I have since had rea-
son to believe it was an official paper drawn up by ^ome person
in the pia.uation office in Great Britain, and transmitted to the
Govern jr for his information. That it came last from the Go-
vernor's office, is a fact within my own knowledge ; but Lord
LyttelLon having assi.red me that he has no rccoliection of its
contents. I feel myself bound to apprise my ri^aders of ihe cir-
cumstance. As th«;re can be no p jssible doubt concerning the
authenlici.y of the documents annexed to it, the question by
Wl-om the introductory pert was prepared is of little import-
ance m itself, but justice towards Lord Lyttlcton, and regard
to truth, retiuire mo to give this explanation.
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2SS HISTORICAL ACCOUNT
CHAP, cording to such good, jmt, and reasonable cusforflr
v,.*-y^o and constitutions as were exercised and settled in

other colonies ; or such other as should, upon ma-
ture advice and consideration, be held necessary
and proper for the good government and security
of the island, provided they were not repu"«nant
to the laws of England.

'^

It further empowers him to take unto him a
council oftwelve persons, to be elected by thepeople
according to the manner prescribed in the instruc-
tions

; and, by the advice of any five or more of
ihem, to constitute civil judicatories, with power
to aduiinister oaths ; to commaqd all the military
forces in the island, and put in force and execute
martial law ; to grant commissions, with the adl-
t'ice of his council, for the finding out new trades ;

and to do and perform all other orders which might
conduce to^the good of the island. The instruc-
tions consist of fifteen articles

:

The first directs the commission to be publish'-
ed, and the king proclaimed.

The third regulates the manner ofelecting the
council, eleven of which to be chosen indifferently,
by as many of the officers of t^ie army, planters,
and inhabitants, as could be conveniently admitted
to such election, either at one or more places;
which said persons, with the secretary ofthe island^
who was thereby appointed always to be one^
were established a council, to advise and assist the
governor in the execution of his trust, and five
were to be a quorum.
The fcurih and filth aiiiclcs direct the takiuir

•^"^mm
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the oaths, and settling judicatories for the civil chap.
affairs and affairs of the admiralty, for the peace ^'^*

of the island, and determining controversies.

The sixth directs the governor to discounte-
nance vice and debauchery, and to encoura^-e
ministers, that Christianity and the protestant re-
ligion, according to the church of England,
might have due reverence and exercise amongst
them.

The seventh directs the fortifications at Cagvray
to be completed, and empowers him to corap^l,
not only soldiers, but planters, to work by turns.

The eighth directs him to encourage the plant-
ers, and to assure them of his majesty's protec-
tion : and, by the ninth, he is to cause an accurate
survey to be made of the island.

By the tenth it is directed, that the secretary
shall keep a register of all plantations, and the
bounds thereof; and that all persons shall be
obliged to plant a proportionable part thereof
within a limited time.

The eleventh and twelfth direct all encourage-
ments to be given to such negroes and others as
shall submit to the government, and to merchants
and such as shall bring any trade there, and forbid
monopolizing.

The thirteenth directs, that any vessel which
can be spared from the defence of the island, shall
be employed in fetching settlers from any other
colonies, and that no soldiers be allowed to depart
without licence.

The fourteenth relates to the keeping of the
stores and provisions sent to the island : and the
^o^ltl- u iifteenth

' It
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1l :i

^xiv*
fiftccinth directs the governor to transmit, from

time to time^ a state of the island, and all his pro-

ceedings.

In 1662, Lord Windsor was appointed govern-

or of Jamaica, by commission under the great

seal ; which, besides containing the same powers

as those contained in Col. D'Oyley's commission,

directs, that, in case of Lord Windsor's dying or

leaving the island, the government shall devolve

on the council, or any seven of them, and appoints

a salary of two thousand pounds per annum pay-

able out of the exchequer.

His instructions consist of twenty-two articles.

The first directs the publication of his commis-

sion : and the second, the appointment of the

council, according to his commission and the in-

structions. But it must be observed upon this

article, that no directions whatever are given,

either in the commission which refers to the in-

structions, or the instructions themselves, as to

the mode in which the council shall be appointed

;

BUT IT APPEARS THAT THE GOVERNOR NAMED THEM
HIMSELF.

The third, fourth, fifth, sixths and seventh ar-

ticles relate to the administering oaths, establish-

ing judicatures, and providing for the security of
the adjacent isles.

The eighth directs encouragement to be given

to planters to remove to Jamaica from the other

colonies.

4 ' set
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set apart in each of the four quarters of the chap.
island as a royal demesne, a survey to be made, ^'^

and a register kept of all grants, and a militia
formed.

The tenth directs the planters to be encouraged,
their lands confirmed unto them by grants under
the great seal, and appoints 50,000 acres of land
t J the governor for his own use.

The eleventh relates to the encouragement of
an orthodox ministry

: and the twelfth establishes
a duty of five per cent, upon all exports after the
expiration of seven years.

The thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, and six-
teenth articles contain general directions as to the
liberty and freedom of trade (except with the
Spaniards}, assistance to the neighbouring planta-
tions, and the security of the islani, by obliging
planters to reside in bodies together, and in con-
tiguous buildings.

The seventeenth directs, that, as an encourage-
ment to men of ability to go to the island, no
offices shall be held by deputy; and gives a power
to the governor of suspension or removal, in case
of bad behaviour.

The nineteenth empowers the governor to grant
royalties and manors, or lordships, to contain less
than five hundred acres.

The twentieth empowers the governor, with ad-
vice of the council, to call assemblies,' to make
laws, and, upon imminent necessity, to levy
money

;
such laws to be in force two years, and

no longer, unless approved of by the crown.

t
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CHAP.
XIV.

lUf ^!

See the Proclamation of the Mth of Decemher,

1661, upon wliicli the 'people of Jamaica have

upon anif occasion laid so much stress.

THIS proclamation was published by Lord

Windsor upon his arrival ; but nothing else mate-

rial arises out of his short administration worth

notice, for he staid but two months, and left the

island, and the execution of his commission, to Sir

Charles Lyttelton, who had been appointed lieu-

tenant-governor ; and who governed with the ad-

vice vi a council of twelve, appointed by himself,

and called an assembly, that made a body of laws,

amongst which was one for raising a revenue.

Nothing, however, which appears to be mate-

rial, as to the form of the constitution, occurred

during his administration, which continued about

twenty mouths ; when he was superseded by the

arrival of Sir Thomas Modyford, who was ap-

pointed governor in chief by a commission under

the great seal, which empowered him either to

constitute, by his own authority, a privy-council

of twelve persons, or to continue the old one, and
to alter, change, or augment it as he thought

proper; to create judicatories; and make laws,

orders, and constitutions, provided they did not

extend to take away any right or freehold, or the

interest of any person in their rights or freeholds,

goods or chattels, and that they were transmitted

to his majesty for allowance or disapprobation.

He was further empowered to command and

iiiovip£X£i^ UJI& iixiii.i.uij' zviwt?^ L\J uou ixidi Liui la\T

upon
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upon persons ira military service, and establish ar- chap
tides of war; to create courts of admiralty, ac- ^'^•

cording to such authority as he should receive
from the lord high admiral ; to erect forts and
fortifications

; to establish ports, cities, towns,
boroughs, iind villages; to cjrcate manors and
lordships

; to grant charters to hold fairs ; to take
surveys, and keep records of all grants of lands,
under such moderate quit-rents, services, and ac-
knowledgments, as he should think fit; and to
prescribe terms of cultivation ; and grants so made
under the seal, and enrolled, were to be good and
valid against the crown; to grant commissions
for finding out new trades ; to pardon all offences,
except murder and treason, and in those cases to
reprieve for twelve months.

He was also empowered, with the advice of the
majority of council, to frame a method lor esta-
blishing general assemblies, and from time to time
to call such assemblies together, and with their
consent to pass all manner of laws, reserving to
him a negative voice; as also, upon imminent oc-
casions, to levy money. These laws not to extend
to taking away any one's freehold, or to the loss
of a member, and to be in force only two years,
unless approved and confirmed by the crown.
This commission appoints a salary to the go-

vernor of one thousand pounds per annum, pay-
able out of the exchequer.

The instructions, which consist of twenty ar-
ticles, relate to the encouragement to be given to
planters to come from the other colonies ; to the
&liowance settled upon hiniseli" and the other of-

ticers

;

><
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CHAP, ficers ; and extend to most of the p'^ints contained

in Lord W indsor's instrnctionis : but direct^ that

the measure of setting out the -'00,000 acres, as a

royal demesne, shall be suspended ; that no duties

shall be laid in the island upon the import or ex-

port of any goods for twenty-one years, nor shall

any duty be laid here upon the produce ofJa-f

maica for five years.

By these instructions it appears, that the crowii

allowed iwo thousond five hundred pounds fcr

annum for the supij*;it of government; and what

was wanted, over and above wa^ to be made good

|)y a duty on strojig ivdsiors, either made or im-

ported, to be levied by ijie authority of the govern-

or and council.

In July, 1664, Sir Thomas Modyford issuect

yvrils for electing two asseinbly-men for each pa-

rish ; which assembly met in October f blowing*.

It docs not appear that this assembly sat above

a month or two before ihey were dissolved ; but,

during their session, they passed a body of laws,

which was transmitted to tne lord chancellor, to

be laid lefoie the crown ; but, not being con-

firmed, they world have expired at the end of

two years; but (as I find it asserted by Lord
Vaughan) tiie governor continued them in force

to the end of his administration, by an order of

council. I cannot, however, find this order upon
record, but after that time a great many ordi-

nances of the governor ant^ council, in the natFire

and form of laws ; in some of which it vvm;

declared^ that they siiali continue in for«^c III-.;.

anothei;
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another assembly was called, and then to be con- chap.
firmed, altered, or repealed, as that assembly

^^^'

feh»»uld see convenient : but no other asseinbly

Wiis called during Sir Thomas Modyfoid's admi-
iijjtration.

I\ 1670, Sir Thomas Modyford was recalled,

and Sir Thomas Lynch appointed lieutenant-go-

vernor and commander in chief, with the same
powers as Sir Thomas Modyford had.

On the 1st of December, 1671, Le issued writs
for calling an assembly, to consist of two persons
for each parish ; which met on the 8th of January,
and sat till June following, when the governor
dissolved them, after having passed a body of laws,

which were transmitted to England, but were not

confirmed.

In May, 1673, Sir Thomas Lynch called another

assembly ; but upon their refusing to giant money
for the fortifications, he dissolved ii, after sitting

only a few days ; and, in January following, upon
consideration that two years were almost expired

since making the body of laws, and that his ma-
jesty had not been pleased to signify his royal

consent to them, a new assembly was called, w hich

met the 18th of February, and, on the 14th of
March, a new body of laws was passed, which were
transmitted to England ; but, not being confirmed

by the crown, expired at the end of two years.

On the 3d of December, 1674, Lord Vaughan
was appointed governor of Jamaica. A council,

con;iislinir
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consisting of twelve persons, vas named in the

commission, with power to him to expel or sus-

pend any of them, and, in case of vacancies, to

fill up the council to nine. He was also em-

powered to call assemblies, according to the usage

of the island ; and, with the council and assembly,

to pass laws, which laws were to be in force for

two years, imless the crown's pleasure was in

the mean time signified to the contrary, and no

longer, except they were approved and confirm-

ed within that time. In the passing of these

laws, the governor was to have a negative voice,

jind to dissolve any assembly, as he should think

proper.

Upon Lord Vaughan's arrival in his govern-

ment, he called an assembly, which met on the

26th of April, 1675, and passed a new body of

laws. /

It does not appear when this assembly was

dissolihed; but in March, 1676-7, writs were

issued for a new assembly, which met on the 26th

of that month ; and, having passed several other

laws, they were dissolved on the 26th of July

;

and the laws passed by both assemblies having

been transmitted to England, the council took

them into their consideration, and, after frequent

deliberations upon them, and many alterations

proposed, they were referred, with the council's

observations upon them, to the attorney-general

^o consider thereof, and to form a new body of

laws for the good government of this island.

"VVlTH these laws, the council took into consir

deration
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deration the state and constitution of Jamaica, chap.
und made the reports upon it hereunto annexed,
vide Documents, No. \, 2.

These reports having been conlirnicd^ a com-
mission passed the great seal, constituting Lord
Carlisle governor of Jamaica, by which, and by
the instructions annexed thereto, vide No. 3, 4, the

form of government proposed in the council's re*

port was adopted and established.

Upon Lord Carlisle's arrival in His government,
he found the people very much dissatisfied with
and averse to this new form of government, as

will better appear by his letters, vide No. 5^ 6, 7, -

8, 9, 10.

These letters and papers being taken into con-
sideration by the council, as also a report thereon

by the committee, the council, on the 4th of April,

1679, made the order No. 11 ; and, on the 28th
of May following, the annexed report No. 12,

wjis presented to his majesty, and, being approved,

was transmitted to the Earl of Carlisle, with the

annexed letter. No. 13.

Upon receipt of these papers, the Lord Carlisle

communicated them to the assembly, who present-

ed an address in answer to the report of the 28th

of May ; which address was transmitted to the

council by Lord Carlisle. Vide No. 14, 15, 16,

17, 18, 19, 20.

On the 5th of March, 1679-80, the council

took into consideration the letters received from
the Earl of Carlisle ; and the annexed extracts

fJN^o %[ to 38 inclusiveJ of their proceedings, will
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fiHAP. shew their several rcsohitlons and directions in
XIV

consequence thereof.

It is impossible, at ihi-i ^i^tance of time, to

judge what motives could have induced the coun-
cil, after they had sh»'wn so much firmness and re-

solution to support the rights of the crown, by es-

tablishing in Jamaica the Irish constUuii »n, to

give the point up, as it appears they did hy the

annexed expluujitory commission to Lord Carlisle,

No. 39, which contains the same power of mak'
ing laws in assembly as is now given to the govern-

or of Jamaica, and which, from that time, has

been minutely the same ; excepting only, that, in

1716, the governor was directed, by instructions,

not to pass any laws that should repeal a law con-

firmed by the crown, without a clause of suspen-

sion, or first transmitting the draft ofa bill ; and,
in 1784, this limitation was extended to nil laws
for repealing others, though such repealed law
should not have been confirmed by the crown (bj.

(b) Neither of these orders are enforced, exc pt in the case
of pr'vate bills, the assembly L. ing coti:,tantly used to nlmit
suspending clauses in any pubuck act, and the crown has long
since given up the point, E.

m I
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DOCUMENTS
ANNEXED TO THE

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT.
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D I X.

NUMBER I,

The Ri<^lit honourable the Lords of the Committee for

Trade ajid Plantations having this y presented to

the Board the ensuing Report ; viz.

May it please youk majesty,

W E haying, according to the trust reposed in us in reference a P P E N-

to yoar majesty's plantationSj taken in consideration the pre-

sent stale and government of the island of Jamaica, particu-

irly such ri utters -om the nature of affairs as they now
and there, \vp hav^. judged necessary to be recommended to

the Right h{ -able the Earl of Carlisle, whom your majesty

has been p, ased t' 'mir ^ and constitute governor of the

said island ; and havii^g,, after several meetings, agreed upon

the followin!^ particulars, we most humbly crave leave to

lay the. bclore yuui majesty, for your royal determi-

nation.

The firs, point that did occur most worthy to be considered

by us was, the power and manner of en cting laws for the

civil, military, and ecclesiastical governmc't ; and upon taking

a view of what h:w been practised since your alaje^ty's hnppy

restoration in the .'gislative, we tind, that the methods ai I

authorities ibr the framing 'id oidainug the said laws have

been only such as were dir cted by your royal commisbi^ mto
your maiesty's several governors, or pre nbedL theinh ac-

tions giv. a ...nm. from time to time ar hat as the consutu-

(iou and exigwicy of aftairs have ofte chai3ged,so your m; asty

has

• if

M ^W
w
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has thnuglit fit variously to adapt your royal orders tiiercunto
j

and, by the last commission, given unio the Lord Vaughan,
your majesty was pleased to empower his lordship, with the

advice of your majesty's council, from time to time to sum.
nion general assemblies of fr ,iolders, who have authority,

with the advice and consent of the governor and council, to

make and ordain laws for the gov( rnment of the island ; which
laws are to be in force for the space of two years, except in the

mean time your m.'iesty's pleasure be signified to the contrary,

and no longer, unless they be confirmed by your majesty with-

in that time. Having, therefore, directed our thoughts to-

wards the consequences and etVects which have been produ-

ced, or may arise, from this authority derived unto the said

fieeholders and planters, which we observe to have received a

daily increase by the resolutions they have taken, less agreeably

to your majesty's intention, \. e do most humbly otfer our opi-

nions, that the laws transmitted by the Lord Vaughan, which

are now under consideration in order to be enacted by your

majesty, may be intrusted in ilie hands of the Earl of Carlisle,

who, upon his arrival in the island, may offer them unto the

next assembly, that they may be consented unto as laws origin-

ally coming from your majesty ^ and that, for the future, no

legislative assembly be called without your majesty's special

directions ; but that, upon emergencies, the governor do ac-

quaint your majesty by letters with the necessity of calling

such an assembly, and pray your majesty's consent and direc-

tions for their meeting ; and, at the same time, do present

unto your majesty a scheme of such acts as he shall think fit

and necessary, tliat your majesty may take the same into con-

sideration, and return them in the form wherein your majesty

shall think fit that they be enacted j that the governor, upon

receipt of your majesty's commands, shall then summon an

assembly, and propose the said laws for their consent, so that

the same method in legislative matters be made use of in Ja-

maica as in Ireland, according to the form prescribed by Poyn-

ing'^'a law} and that, thereiorCj the present style of Ci-^cting

laws^
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laws, Sy the governor, council, and representatives of the com-
mons assembled, be converted into the style of, Be it enacted

ly the king's most excellent majesty, by and with the consent of
the general assembly.

We are further of opinion, that no escheats, fines, forfei-

tures, or penalties be mentioned in tlie said laws to be applied

to the publick use of the island ; and that your majesty do in-

struct your governor to dispose thereof ior the support of tlie

government. It is also our opinion, that in all laws for levying

of money, and raising a publick revenue, the clauses whereby
the said levies are appropriated unto the publick use of the

island, without any mention made of your majesty, or unto
your majesty for the said publick use, arc so far derogatory to

your majesty's right of sovereignty, that they ought to be, for

the future, altered and made agreeable to the style of Eng

.

bnd.

We do likewise offer it unto your majesty as necessary,

that no minister be received in Jamaica without licence fron^

tlie Right reverend the lord bishop of J.ondon ; and that

none having his lordship's licence be rejected, without suffi-

cient cause alleged 3 as also, that in the direction of all

church affairs, the ministers be admitted into the respective

vestries.

And whereas it has upon some occasions proved inconve-

nient, that the members of the council have been constituted

by your majesty's commission ; we are of opinion, that, for the
future, they be only named in the instructions of the govern-
or} fortlie strengthening of whose authority under your ma-
jesty we do ofJer, that he may have pow er to suspend any of
the said members, if he see just cau=;e, without receiving the

advice and consent of the council ; and also, 'hat none of the

laid so suspended, or by your majesty's order displaced, from
that trusty may be permitted to be received into the general

assembly.

And where.is nothing can contribute more to the welfare of
your majesty's iifland^ tha!i that all means be found out for t.he

increase

301
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increase of trade ; we do offer, for tlie encouragement thereof,

that a mint be allowed in Jamaica, in such manner tliat no

prejudice do arise unto your majesty's other dominions, or that

what bullion is brought from thence may be coined here in

England
;
provided that all such coins may bear your majesty's

royal superscription, and not be imposed in payment else*

where/

All which, &c.

Finch,

Danbv,

Worcester,

Essex,

Fauconberry,

Craven,

H. Coventry.

Tho. Dolmax,

His majesty *^king tlie same in consideration, was pleased

to approve thereof
;; and did order, that the Right honourable

Mr, Secretary Coventry do prepare a commission and instruc-

tions for his majesty's royal signature, for the Earl of Carlisle...

according to tlie tenor of the said report.

NUMBER II.

At the Court at Whitehall, the 15th ofFehruanj, 1677-8.

Present, the King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Upon reading at the board, a report from the Right ho-

nourable the Lords of the Committee for Trade and Planta-

tions, in the words following :

May it please your Majesty,

Having received, on the 12th of January last past, from the

Right honourable Mr, Secretary Coventry, a draft of a commis-

sion and instructions for the Earl of Carlisle, whom your majesty

has appointed to be your governor of Jamaica ; and having,

after
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after several additions tind alterations, remitted the same unto appen-
Mr. Secretary Coventry, on the 2d inst. we crave leave to offer D I x/
to your majesty the most material points which did occur unto
us upon perusal of the said drafts which are as followeth :

1st. As we are of opinion that all members of council in
Jamaica may, for the more easy passing of laws, be admitted
into the assembly, if duly elected by the freeholders

; so we
cannot but advise your majesty, that as well the members of
the said council suspended by your majesty's governor, as the
members displaced by your majesty, may be rendered incapa-
ble during such suspension of being admitted into the as-
sembly. ,

2d. That although your majesty has, by an order of the
I6tli of November last past, thought fit that no assembly be
called without your majesty's especial leave and directions

; we
think it very important, for your majesty's serv ice and safety of
the island, that in case of invasion, rebellion, or some other
very urgent necessity, your majesty's governor may have power,
with tlie consent of the assembly, to pass acts for raising of
money, to answer the occasions arising by such urgent neces-
sities.

3d. That whereas hitherto, within your majesty's island of
Jamaica, the oaths of allegiance and supremacy have not beea
imposed on persons that bear any part of the government, 3x-
cept the members and officers of the council, and all judges
and justices

j
so, for the prevention of future inconveniences,

and greater assurance of loyalty towards your majest)', we are
humbly of opinion, that all persons elected into the assembly
shall, before their sitting, take the oaths of allc-iance and su-
premacy, which your majesty's governor shaircommissionate
fit persons, under the seal of the island, to administer unto
them, and that, without taking the said oaths, none shall be ca-
pable of sitting, altho\igh elected.

We have likewise, pursuant to your majesty's orders, pre-
p^ared abody of laws, such as the Right honourable the Earl of
Carlisle may be empowered to cany ^vith him, aud to offer

unto

V ,*ii

m
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tmto the assembly of Jamaica for their Consent. Whereas ive

do not find, since your majesty's happy restoration, that any

laws transmitted from youi majesty's plantations have been

confirmed by your majesty, either under the great seal of Eng-

land, or any other signification of your majesty's pleasure (the

act of four and a half per cent, in the Caribbee islands only

excepted, which was confirmed by the order of council), and

the intended metliod of enacting laws in Jamaica hath not as

yet been put in pi'actice j we humbly crave your majesty's

royal determination, whether the said laws shall pass only by

order of your majesty in/ council, or under the great seal of

England, that we may accordingly be enabled fitly to present

them unto your royal view.

All which, &c.

His majesty was pleased to order, that Mr. Secretary Co-»

ventry do prepare Lord Carlisle's commission and instructions

concerning these matters accordingly j and as for tlie laws of

the said island^ his majesty by an order of the board, hath been

pleased this day to declare his pleasure, (hat they shall paw

under the great seal of England.

NUMBER HI.

Extract of King diaries the Second's Comm'mion to the Eart

of Carlisle.

AND we do hereby give and grant unto you, with the ad-

vice and consent of the said council, full power and authority,

from time to time, as need shall require, to summon or call

general assemblies of the freeholders and planters within the

said island, and other the territories under your government^

in such manner and form as hath beon formerly practised and

used in the said island of Jamaica.

And our will and pleasure is, that the persons thereupon

duly'elccted, and having before their sitting taken the oaths of

allegiance and supremacy, (which you shall commissionate

hi
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fit persons, under the seal of our island, to administer, and APPE».
without takmg which none shall be capable of sitting, though ^«-
elected) shall be called and held the general assembly of the
said island of Jamaica, and other the territories thereon de-
pending

;
and shall have full power and authority to agree and

consent unto all such statutes and ordinances for the publick
peace, welfare, and good government of the said island and
other the territories thereon depending, and the people and
.nlubitants thereof, and such others as shall resort thereunto
and for the benefit of our heirs and successors, as having been
by you, with advice and consent of the said council, framed and
transmitted unto us, in order to be here enacted, by our giving
our consent thereunto, shall be by us approved and remitted
unto you under our great seal of England; which said sta-
tutes, laws, and ordinances, are to be by you framed as near
as conveniently may be to thu laws and statutes of our kingdom
ci Jingland.

And we do hereby, nevertheless, authorize and empo;^
you, m case of im^asion, rebellion, or some very great necessity,
to pass an act or acts, by and with the consent of the general
assembly, without transmitting the same first to us, to raise mo-
ney within the said island, and the territories within your go-
vernment, to answer the occasions arising by such urgent ne-
cessities.

And we give you likewise full power, from time to time, as
you shall judge it necessary, to dissolve rll general aflaembhei.
as aforesaid.

i I'

NUMBER IV.

Extract of King Gkarles the Setond's tnstrueimt to the 2aA
o/CariUle.

AND whereas bycJhr commission we have directed that,
for the future, no general assembly be called without our spe-
cial directinn*, Knf !,««. ... . .

'.
""• *"°'-* "FW" u5.5.asion, you 00 acquaint ui

by letter with the nc^sit/ of calling roch m asicn^Wy, and
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pray our consent and directions for their meeting
; you shall,

at the same time, transmit unto us, with the advice and con-

sent of tlie council, a draft of such acts as you shall think fit

and necessary to be passed, that we may tal- 3 the same into our

consideration, and return thera in the form we shall think fit

to be enacted : in and upon the receipt of our commands, you

shall then summon an assembly, and propose the said laws for

their consent.

And accordingly we have ordered to be delivered unto you

herewith, a certain body of laws, for the use of our said island,

framed in pursuance of other laws transmitted unto us- by for-

mer governors, with such alterations and amendments as we

have thought tit, with the advice of our privy-council here j

which, upon your arrival in our said island, you shall offer'

unto the next assembly, that they may be consented to and

enacted as laws originally coming from us.

We are willing, nevertheless, that in case of invasion, re-

bellion, or some very u.gent necessity, you pass an act or acts,

with the consent of the general assembly, without transmit-

ting the same first unto us, to raise money within the said

island, and the territories depending thereon, to answer the

occasions arising by such urgent necessities.

And you shall take care thai the present style of enacting

laws. By the governor, council, an '; representatives of the com-

mons assembled, be converted into the style of. Be it enacted

hy the king's viost excellent majesty, by and with the consent of the

general assembly.

JiUMBER V.

i hi

i

Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Carlisle to Mr. Secretary

Coventry.

I HAVE spoken with several of the council, and find

some of tl^sn much dissatisfied at the alterations in the laws

and manner of passing them, f^rticularly at the latter part of

th$ clause ui the i»ilitla bill : " uut ihut hi all things he may,

" upon
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• the power, and authori.ir ^ '"'' " P"""""" "^ »" ""^

'

"contrarv i„
^ th.,cise,or any other, to thecontrary m anywise notwithsto.dine •" whirh ,ijealous of. tet that thereby they sh.II mi',-, 1^ ''

'^
.U instruction, U„, either arrofstrbe' tT

'" """"^
other succeedin,. governor J u

'
'° "'°' "' ^'V

avoided, but tha" tl Tr; ^t ""t'
""'"' "^"^ "«

Oave no power ,o n,.iZ.:^L:^^r -T^
'^^^^ '

both to their satisfaction and th^p^tti?''; 'r
'°"»

rights. The act for the revenue 1^77,^ ""' '''"S'*

^-Houltypass, but I shall rr^'aU f1" '

"""'r"<0 pass, for which I have greater I, I

"^ "*""

.«re. wiu.„„,3„y hopes'irrpr.^:::::::;!:: :^ '-'"^

wh.chi,.^„„eda„di„deh.forLirrL««::ur"^'

NUMBER VI.

Co;>y of a Letter to Mr. Secretary Covent

Carlisle.

ryfrom the Earl of

Sir,

St. Jago, nth September, 1673.

«on Whether . , liil I^^rZ";"'' ^^ ^"-
•ions against several of then,

;
'asTh. a fo ,h7 "''T« perpetual, and may be dive;,..^ , '4a™Tr "''

prasion in the prean'ble th-, ,- „
^ " "" ='*-

governor and councU td ,

,

' ,r"" "^^ '^'"'' ''^ ""'

.™.h,yet they say ;L co» d^ ^IrC'
^'"^

",
'» "«

though continued under U.e name of ^ '*°'"''' ^"•''

e#ec.a„a.e.b,yofrepre::::c:n;;;:^: -'-''"

^
IWg,ven into their hands a copy of that a'ct and f„,.rt,.„

S-1. The „t of mii;tia and ,o.ne other. I^p by l^e t^
I see

'1 I
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I see what they will do with those they have All the ttfi

are not yet traiiscribed ; for but one tnan can write at a time,

and they are bulky j but I have enough to keep them employed.

The speaker came to me on Saturday, to desire liberty to ad-

journ for a few days, which I coni-ented to, and they adjourned

till Thursday morning. Lieut. Col. Beeston is speaker, who

I recommended to them upon Sir II. Morgan's assurances that

he would behave himself well. He hath tlie general repute of

9X1 honest and discreet gentleman, though he signed the or^er

about the privateer, at which so much offence was taken ; but I

am satisfied he was no further faulty, than in complying with

the directions of the assembly : and I the rather proposed him

(whom they had a mind to choose) to gain the point quietly

of recommending, which my Lord Vaughau, I am told, ne-

glected to do.

The assembly appointed a committee to compare these lawt

tvith their former: it is said they differ in many things, espe-

cially from tliose laws last sent from Lord Vaughan, which are

most usefully framed for their present benefit.

Popular discourses here as well as in England j and I find a-

&w men'S' notions have taken such place with the leading

men of the assembly, that they rather set themselves to frame

arguments against the present constitution, than to accommo-

date things under it. I cannot yet tell you what course I

shall take to remove this difficulty j but I will do the best I

can. I find one of the council more faulty in this than anj

man in the island, but am unwLUing to name him till I hav«

tried the utmost to reclaim him.

Whilst we are here busy about small matters, I doubt your

hands are full of greater, and may therefore forget us., We
bear the Fr^n^ and Dutch are agreed.

I am. Sir,

Your most hwnble servant,

CARLISLE.

iiiJ
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NUMBER VII.

Extract of a Letterfrom the Earl of Carlhie to the ammittee,

,
24th October, 1678.

My Lords,

I HAVii met with the difficulties here I foresaw, but
could neither avoid nor prevent, in England. The general
assembly meeting on the 2d of September last, I recommend-
ed and sent to them the several bills I brought over under the
great seal of England, for their consent to be enacted j but
being mucl» dissatisfied at the new frame of government, and
the.r losing Uieir deliberative part of power in altering and
amending laws, they would not pass any one of them, but
threw them all out

; but prepared an address, with a bill of im-
post upon wines and other strong liquors for one year, without
giving me notice thereof, in such terms and form as was not
fit for me to pass it: but after^vards changing the style of
•nactuig, as directed ir ,,y insUuctions, with some cher
amendments to this bill, th. p blic necessities of the island
having contracted many debts from new fortifications and sa!
bnesalreadydue,requiring it,I gave the roy.. ....... ^ndthen, .n the 12th this instant October, I di... ived them. My
earnest suit to all your lordships is, that you'l! ,:.3se to haveme m your thoughts, and the present state oft... colony underyour Iords.„ps consideration, for some expedient which maybe elucidatory to the power given me by my commission and
instructions which may quiet the minds of persons generally,
dissatisfied in this island, which is most cer..inly under tlegreatest hopes oi improvement of all tiie islands in the West
Indies, and therefore mos. fit for to be encon.raged, with diekmgs countenance and support, with good and acceptable

What bills I .hall send to Mr. Secretary Coventry, I pray

w.tnout delay, bemg in part of what is so v.r. ^^^l ---*
towards the support of the good govern.nem;;^ thi. i^^^r^"'

30^
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NUMBER VIII.

Copy of a Letterfrom the Earl of Carlisle to the Committee.

My Lords,

A FORTNIGHT ago I ga\'e you an account upon

what terms I had parted with the assembly. I have since

thoroughly considered of what might in this* place most con-

duce to his majesty's service, and could not think of any better

expedient than to send the bearer, Mr. Atkinson, to wait upon

your lordshii>s. He was Secretary to Sir Thomas Lynch and

my Lord Vaughan, and has been enough acquainted with all

my proceedings since my arrival, so as perfectly able to satisfy

your lordships in any thing you may desire to know concern-

ing tl)e place, and to lay before you all the several interests of,

his majesty relating to it.

My lords, I find that the present form appointed for the

making and passing of laws, considering the distance of tlie'

place, is very impracticable, besides very distasteful to the

sense of the people here, as you may observe by the assem-

bly's address to me ; and if your lordsliips will please to

move his majesty to send me a general instruction to call

another assembly, and to re-enact and make what laws are fit

for this place, I could then order the matter to conclude ef-

fectually to his majesty's service. I have, by Mr. Atkinson,

sent you the drafts of such bills as are the most fundamental,

and chiefly concern his majesty's interest j and I do assure'

j'ou, that I will not in any material point vary from tliem.

He will, when your lordships order him to attend you, lay

them all before you, and, I believe, give your lordships such

thorough satisfaction, that you will rest assured that what I de-

sire is for his majesty's service, and that I shall be enough ena-

bled by it to settle every tiling upon so good a foundation^ thait

neitlier his majesty nor your lordships will ever repent of hav-

ing made any deference to my opinion : in it, my lords, nu .ch

success depends upon the dispatch, and of the circumstances Mr.

Atkinson
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Atkinson will give you an account. His business is wholly to APPEN-
•attend your lordships, and, I belie-.v he will always be in the ,^^!^
way. He has prayed me to intercuae with your lordships, to

excuse what errors he may commit, as having been a West
Imlian for these eight years past, and do on his behalf beg that

favour of your lordships ; but hope that he will prove so dis-

creet, as to give your lordships no manner of offence. I

thought it the readiest and best way to have all tilings rightly

understood, and do hope that issue will be produced from it.

I am, your Lordships' most

humble, and obedient ser^'ant,

CARLISLE
St. Jago de la Vega, Nov. 15, lO/S.

NUMBER IX.

Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Carlisle to Mr. Secretary

Coventry.

ON the 2d of September last, the general assembly met
j

but under so much dissatisfaction from the new frame of go-

vernment, and their losing tlieir deliberative part of power,
in framing, altering, and amending laws, that they spent near

a fortnight veiy uneasily about some of the laws, and would
have begun with the bill of revenue to have thrown that out

first, as a mark of their disallowing the new method of govern-

ment, being so highly incensed that they were near questioning

the kmg's power and authority to do it : insomuch, that I,

taking the maintenance thereof to be in my charge, and finding

some of the council equally disgusted at the change of govern-

ment, and foreseeing that it was like to encourage discontent

in the assembly, to take them off, and leave the assembly upon
their humour by themselves, I thought it absolutely

necessary to put this question to each of the counsellors, in

these words: '* Do you submit and 'consent to this present

" form of government which his majesty hath been pleased to

" order for Uiis island of Jamaica ?" To whicii the chief-

justice.

I
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CHAP, justice. Col. Long, refused to ;«!.< wer, with two more, Gol.

^JJJJ^ Charles Whitfield and Col. Thomas Freemaa. The chief-

justice, being a man of very great influence upon the assem-

bly, I presently suspended, and gave tlie other two (less dan-

gerous) till morning to consider on it : and then the chief-

justice sent to me his submission under his hund, and Col.

Freeman submitted j but Col. Charles Whitfield, otherwiso

* very good man, went away into tiie country.

The assembly received and exaaiined all the laws I brought

over, and drew up tlieir reasons against passing them ; of each,

many were very frivolous, and the best was, because they were

not compared with and amended by the last laws of my Lord

Vaughan's, now with you, and received some two days before

my coming away, the fleet then staying in the downs, and my
departure much pressed upon the expectation of war. These

reasons against the revenue bill I answered individually j but

no means or endeavours either I myself, the council, or both

could use, would prevai- v jih them to pass anyone of them;

and I look upon this tc h* ;h<ir chief reason, that by not pass-

ing them they might hf- f>/ Iter shew their dislike of that new
way ofgovernment; thoi^g!,i they upge this for their enjoying

a power of altering and amending laws, tlie necessity of chan-

ging them as often as occasions do require, and the distance

from this place is so great, that before tlie king's approbation

can be obtained to a law, and returned hither, it may be lit for

the public good either to lay that law aside, or much to change

lUid alter it ; and> indeed, in this part of the objection I think

they are in the right, for that they will want temporary laws

<ill the colony be better grown : and, upon thorough con-

sideration of the whole matter in this part, I am of opinion it is

very advisable and requisite that there should be leave and

power from the king to make laws (not relatmg to his ma-

jesty's power or prerogative) to endure for some term till his

Toyal approbation may be had therein 3 and of this I do earnestly

Wtreat your care.

Having used all methods possible with the several members

apart, asd JQlutly with the booy of the aaeoibly, for the passing

the
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the law*. I wa«, oAer mnn- coiifereuci and debates, and se-
veral adjourn n,ents. fru.tnu d, and they threw tliem all out.
Afterwards, in a full body, by the speaker tliey gave me the
inclosed address, and pu ,ente. to me a bill for a publick im-
post, prepared. v\ uhout giving me notice thereof, in such terms
«iid forms as was not fit fur me to pass it in ; but t last m
some part consent d to such amendments as I and tiie couu il
tlwught tit, 'lang.ng the style of enacting as direct^xl

instructions, but restraining it to one year, from a tear

tliey should have made it pi rpetual, they should be .iss 4
no more, but be -overned by governor and council as Uic .re
in C .1. D'Oyley's ti.ne, when they enacted laws, not only for
the enue but other orcasions, by governor and council, and
Jo.ne part of Sir Chai ^yttleton's time, as appears by our
<:uuncil-book upon th-

,
i ce; and Sir Thomas Modyford had

ai instruction to continue this revenue by order of governor
and council, the assembly in his life-time passing it perpetual

;

and in Sir Thomas Lynch's time the assembly made it perpe-
tual, but, for want of the king's consent, they both are fallen >
but now, the assembly say, they are of a bette» understanding
than to give the reins out of their own hands.

To this bill, the island's aflairs being under great pressures
from publick debts contracted for the new fortifications and
salaries already t-.e, I gave the royal assent j and then, being
the 12th instant, I dissolved Lhem.

Which having done, and not being satisfied with the be-
haviour of the assembly in their proceedings , . relation to the
government I stood charged with, most of them being in mili-
tary trusts, I put this question to each of them : " Do you
" submit to this form of government which his majesty hath
' been pleased to o-der for tl)is island of Jamaica ?" to which
several of them neither gave me .1 dutiful nor cheerful answer;
some did, and at this some are much dissatisfied.

31S
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CHAP.
XIV,

m

NUMBER X.

May it please your Excellency,

WE, the members chosen by his majesty's writ to be the

general assembly for this his island of Jamaica, do, witli a great

deal of thankfulness, acknowledge the princely care which his

majesty hath been ever pleased to have of this his colony, and

cf which your excellency hath likewise given to us very late

and fresh assurances : and, in obedience to hi- majesty's com-

mands, we have perused tlie several bills which your excellency

sent us J and, having duly examined the matters contained in

them, we could not give our consent to any of them, tliere

being divers fundamental errors, which wcT particularly obu

•m'ed, and did cause them to be entered into our journal ; andl

from the consideration of them we canndt but reflect, and do

humbly beg your excellency to represent unto bis most sacred

majesty, the great inconveniencies which are like to redound

unto this his island by this method and manner of passing of

kws, which is absolutely impracticable, and will not only tend

to the great discouragement of the present planters, but like-

wise put a very fatal stop to any further prosecution of the im-

provement of this place, there being nothing that invites people

more to settle and remove their family and blocks into this re-

mote part of the worl'd, than the assurance they have always

had of being governed in such manner as that none of their

rights should be lost, so long as they were within the dominions

of the kingdom of England : nor can we believe that his ma-

jesty would have made this alteratien, had he been truly in-

formed of his own interests, and of that which is proper and

natural for the constitution of this island.

My lord, you that are now our governor, and here wpon

tlie place, cannot but distinguish both, and plainly see tha*

which, at great distance, is impossible to be knovrn, being al-

ways distinguished with the false colours of interest and de-

sign. It is to vu, therefore, we address ourselves ; and do

humbly beg you to assure his majesty, which we do from the

bottom
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>»ttom of our hearts unfeignedly declare, that we are his tnw appp*,
faithful, and loyal subjects. Jn tlie next place, .ir, we humbly

^™*
beg you to lay before his majesty the true condition of this

'

island, and the several ciraimstances wherein it stands- the
situation and natural advantages of the place will very pro-
bably, by God's blessing, in a very short time, make it very
considerable. It were pity, tlierefore, that any stop in its in-
fency should be put to it, which may hizKler its future <n-owth
and disappoint those hopes ^vhich his majesty hath ever had*
and which will no doubt of it come to pass, that, if this island
be encouraged by good government and wholesome laws it
will eftectually serve very many interests, both of his majesty',
crown and the nation's trade.

Sir, the present form of the government, as it is now ap.
pointed, has these plain and manifest inconveniencies in it.

1st. That the distance of this place renders it impossible to
be put in practice, and does not in any manner fall mider the
same consideration as Ireland does, from wiiich we conclude
the example is taken.

2d. The natiu-e of all colonies is changeable, and conse-
quently the laws must be adapted to the interest of the place,
and must alter with it.

3d. It is no small satisfaction that the people, by their re-
presentatives, have a deliberative power in (he making of laws •

the negative and barely resolving po«'er being not according
to the rights of Englishmen, and practised no where but ia
those commonwealths where aristocracy prevails,

4th. This manner of form of the government brings all
things absolute, and puts it into the power of a governor to do
what he pleases, which is not his majesty's interest, and may
be a temptation for even good men to commit great partialities
and errors.

5th. The method which has been always used, both in thii
island and all othsr colonies, in the making of laws, was a
greater security to his majesty's prerogative than the present
form; for a frnvpvnnr Artrct- .^^» —-^-l-j. ^_ ^.' =" " ~ • "••'^ wHaciJi lu any thing against
tiJS interestj and if he did, the signification of the king's

pleasure

• ^.J

. 'a
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^iAP. pleasure determined the laws, so that his majesty had therel>jp

a double negative

Thu», sir, "we ha\e truly 1^'d befbm your excellency onr real

sense
j and do hope that your excellency, being thoroughly

satisfied of the mischiefs which will certainly arise to this place
from tlie reasons we have given, will in that manner represent

our condition to his majesty, that he may be thereby induced
to give an instruction to your excellency, to pass such laws at
are municipal and fit for us, and in the same manner which
has ever been practised in this island and other his majesty's
colonies

; we having no other claim in it than to express our
duty to the king, and our unfeigned service and gratitude to
your excellency, for mediating that which is so much for his

majesty's and the island's interest.

And we do here likewise present unto your excellency a bill

for the raising a publick impost unto his majesty, his heirs and
successors, for the support of this his government; and do
hereby beg your excellency to accept of it as a real demonstra-

tion of oiu- loyalty to our prince and service to your excellency,

wilh assurance that we shall, upon all occasions, be ready to

express such further testimonies of the same ai; may be suitable

to our duty and allegiance.

m NUMBER XI.

At the Court at Whitehall, 4th of April, l67g,

Pkbsent, the King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Whereas the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee
for Trade and Plantations did this day make Report unto

his Majesty in Council,

THAT having, in pursuance of his majesty's order, con.

•idered the present state and constitution of Jamaica, and the

government thereof, as it is settled by his majesty's command,
tilth- lordships see no reasons why any alterations should be

cuide
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tnade in t!« method of making laws according to tlie nsage ot Al»PEf^.
Ireland, for which their lordships are preparing reasons to ^^'

'

evince the necessity and legality of the same. And that
Whereas a ship is now lying in the Downs, bound for that island,
their lordships advise that the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary
Coventry do, by tliis conveyance, inform the Earl of Carlisle
of his majesty's pleasure herein, with directions tliat all things
be disposed to ihis end ; and that, in the mean time, the pre-
sent laws enacted by Lord Vaughan be continued by procla-
mation, or otherwise, until his majesty's pleasure be further
known

;
as also tliat his lordship do, by the first conveyance,

tend ovw an authentick copy of the act for a publick impost,
lately enacted there, according to his lordship's instructions for
gutters of that nature.

P

His majesty, having thought fit to approve thereof, was
pleased to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the Right
Honourable Mr, Secretary Coventry do signify his

majesty's pleasure unto the E91I of Carlisle, accordinj
to the said report.

NUMBER XII.

Jtt the Court at Whitehall, the 28th of May, 16^^

P&B8EMT, the King's Most Excellent Majesty in Couneil.

Whereas there was this day read at the Board a Report
<Tom the Right Honourable the Lords of the Com-
mittee for Trade and Plantations, in the words fcl-

lowing; vi2.

1

May it please your Majesty,

We have, in obedicftce to your majesty*s commands, en-
tered into tlie oresent stare cf mnr m9r«ef»'<< ;«it-pj ^c t», .-_-

» order to propose^such means as may put an end to the great

discouragement

:
.*

kmH
I I



•IS

CHAP.
XIV.

I
n

t

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT
discouragement your majesty's good subjects thei'e lie under by

the unsettled condition thereof, occasioned by the refusal of the

laws lately offered by tJie Earl of Carlisle to tlie assembly for

their consent j at which proceedings dissatisfaction appeals to

have risen in tlie manner following

:

By the commission granted by your majesty unto the Lord

Vaughan and se\cral preceding gm'ernors, it was your royal

pleasure to entrust the assembly of Jamaica with a power to

frame and enact laws, by the advice and consent of the govern-

or and council ; which laws were to continue in force for

the space of two years, and no longer : but so it hath hap-

pened, that your majesty, finding the inconveuiencies which

did attend that power and manner of making laws, by the ir-

regular, violent, and unwarrantable proceedings of the assembly,

was pleased, with the advice of your privy council, to pro-

vide, by the Earl of Carlisle's commission, that no laws should

be enacted in Jamaica, but such as, being framed by the go-

vernor and council, and transmitted unto your majesty for

your royal ajjprobation, were afterwards remitted to Jamaica,

and consented unto by the assembly there j and, in pursuance

thereof, the Earl of Carlisle carried over a body of laws under

the great seal of England } which laws, upon his lordship's

9rrival there, hive been rejected by the general assembly, upon

grounds and reasons contained in an address to your majesty's

governor, and in divers letters received from his lordship in

tliat behalf.

ist. ,In the first place, we find tliey are unsatisfied w\th

the clause in the militia b'll, whereby it is provided, that the

governor may, upon all occasions or emergencies, act as go-

vernor in chief, according to and in pursuance of all the powers

and authorities given unto him by your majesty's commission;

fearing that thereby they shall make it legal to execute all in-

structions that either are or shaU be sent your majesty's go-

vernor.

2dly. They haw likiewise rejected the bill for raising a pifb-

Kck revenue, as being perpetual, and liable (as they say) to b«»

diverted.

3dly.
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3dly, It 13 objected^ thatthe said laws contain diVers fonda- appen-

mental errors. Dix.

4thly. That they were not compared with, and amended by
''^^^"^

the last laws sent over by Lord Vaughan.

athly. That the distance of the place renders the present me-
thod of passing laws wholly impracticable.

Gthly. lliat the nature of all colonies is changeable, and
consequently the laws must be adapted to the interest of the
place, and alter with it.

/thly. That thereby they lose the satisfaction of a delibera-
tive power in making laws.

8thly. That this form of government renders your governor
absolute.

pUily. That by the former method of enacting laws your
majesty's prerogative was better secured.

These being the objectipns and pretences upon wliich tlie

assembly has, with so much animosity, preceded to reject thosa
bills transmitted by your majesty, we cannot but offer, for
your majesty's information and satisfaction, such a short an-
suer thereunto as may not only give a testimony of the un-
reasonableness of their proceedings, but also furnish your go-
vernor, when occasion shall serve, with such arguments as
may be fit to be used in justification of your majesty's com-
mission and powers granted unto him.

1st. It is not without the greatest presumption that they
go about to question your majesty's power over the militia
m that island, since it has been allowed and declared, even by
Uie laws of this your kingdom, that the sole supreme govern-
ment, ccmmand, and disposition of the militia, and of all
farces by sea and land, and of aU fbrts and places of strength,
IS residing in your majesty, withia all your majesty's realmj
and dominions.

2d. The objection made against the bill for the public re-
ve.-we nath as little ground, since its bei g perpetual is np
more than what was formerly offered by them untd your

majesty*

I'fffl
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majesty, during the goverament of Sir Thomas Lynch, in

the same measure and proportion as is now proposed ; nor

can it be diverted, since provision is thereby expressly made,

that tlic same shall be for the better support of tliat govern-

ment} besides, that it is not buitable to the duty and rho-

desty of subjects, to suspect your majesty's justice or care for

the government of that colony, whose settlement and preser-

vation have been most particularly carried on by your ma-

jesty's tender regard, and by the great expence of your own

treasure.

3d. It cannot with any truth be said, that these laws con-

tain many and great errors, nothing having been done therein

but in pursuance of former laws, at divers times e.iacted by

the assembly, and with the advice of your majesty's privy

council, as well as the opinion and approbation of your at-

torney-general, upon i)erusal of the same.

4ih. To the fourth objection it may be answered, that, if

any thing "had been found of moment or importance in tha

last parcel of laws transmitted by the Lord Vaughan, your

majesty's tender care of your subjects' welfare would have

been such as not to have sent those bills imperfect, or defectiv©

in any necessary matter.

5th. As to the distance of the place, which renders (a«

they say) the present method of making laws altogether im-

practicable, your majesty having been pleased to regulate

the same, by the advice of your privy council, according to

the usage of Ireland, such care «was taken as that no law

teiight be wanting which might conduce to the well-being

of the plantation, and that nothing might be omitted which

in all former governments had been thought necessary ; nor

is it likely that this colony is subject to greater accidents

than your kingdom of Ireland, so as to require a more fre-

quent and sudden change of laws in otlier cases than such as

are already provided for upon emergencies, or in other

manner than is directed by your majesty's commission j

^her«by the ialwbitants have free access to make complaint!

tf
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•6 your governor and council, of any defect b ahy old law, a'Pp^
•r to give reasons for any new on«, which, b«ing modelled ~
by the governor and council into form of law, and transmitted
unto your majesty> if by your majesty and council found rea-
wnaWe, may be transmitted back thither to be enacted accord
ingly.

6th. It was sufficiently apparent unto your majesty, that
laws must alter with the intel-est of the plpce, when you
were graciously pleased to lodge such a power in that govern-
ment, as might not only, from time to ttme, wiUi your ma-
J^sty's approbation, and by the advice both of your privy.
council here and of the governor and council thei^, enable
the Rssembly to enact new laws answerable to their growing
necessities, but even, upon urgent occasions, to provide by
raismg money, for the security of the island/without attend-
ing your majesty's orders or consent.

7th. It is not to be doubted but the assembly hav.
endeavoured to grasp all power, as well as that of a delibe-
rative voice> in making laws : but how far they have thenjfcy
mtrenehed upon your m^esty's prerogative, and exceeded th*
bounds of their -duty and loyalty, upon Uiis pretence, may
appear by their late exorbitant and unwarrantable pr .^ed*
ings during the government of the Lord Vaughan, in oi .er-
ing and signing a warrant under the marshal of the island*
your majesty's officer of justice, for the stopping and pre*
venting Uie execution of a sentence passed, according to the
ordmary forms of law, upon a notorious pirate and disturber
-of your majesty's peace : and they have ffirther taken upon
them, by virtue of this deliberative power, to make laws con-
trary to those of England, and to imprison your majesty',
subjects

J nor have they forborne to raise money by public
acts, and to dispose of the same according to their will and
pleasure, without any tuention made of your majesty, which
has never in like case been practised in any ofyour majesty's
kingdoms. How far, therefore, it is fit to intrust them with
« power which tliey have thus abused, and to .yhuh .i..v

J\
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liavtf rto pretension of right, wns the subject of your majestj'rf

royal commission, when you were pleased to put a restraint

uivsn those enormities, and to take the reins of p)vernm<*nt

hito ytfur own hands, which they, in express words, againsC

tlieir duty and allegiance, have chailenged and refused to part

with.

8th. It cannot with any truth be supposed, that, by t!iff

present form of governnK^nt, the governor is rendered abso*

lute, since he is now, more tlian ever, become accountable

iinto your majesty of all his most important deliberatlQii>^

und actions, and is not warranted to do any thing but accord-

ing to laNV and yonr majesty's eommission and instruetions,

given- by advice of ywir privy council.

9th. And whether your majesty's prerogative is prejudiced

by the present constructions, ia more tiie concernment of

your majesty, and subject of your own care, than of their

eonsidetations.

Lastly, and in general : We humWy conceive, that it would

be a great satisfaction to your subjects there inhabiting, a»d

aa invitation to strangers, when they shall know what lawa

hey are to be governed by, and a great ease to the planters,

not to be continually obliged to attend die assemblies to r«*

euact old laws, which your majesty has now thought fit, in

a proper form, to ascertain and establish 5 whereas the late

power of making temporary laws could be understood to baf

of no longer continuance than until such wholesome laws,

founded upon so many years experienoe, should be agreed

«n by the people, and ilnaMy enacted by your majesty, in^

•uch manner as hath been practised i» either of your majesty's*

dominions to which your English' subjects have tranhphnited

tliemselves. For as they cannot pretend to further privi-

leges than have been granted to them, either By charter of

some solemn act under your great seal, so, having from the

first beginning of that plantation been governed by such

instructions as were given by yonr majesty unto your goyern-

ors, according to the power your majesty had oiigiually

orcF



I
t)lf JAMAICA.

33^

:::„!:::;• :i*':!!.^ r.--^"^ -?- -^-»= "^- .p^k.

wvw

" ^-"^ "•'^^uy uuoire autnentst acl everjct par.ea w„h, and having „ev„ had any other right ,o
""^

.««mbhe, U,a„ from .he pe™™o„ of ,he go^ernorf, and
«^« only .en,pj,ra.y and to probation, i, i, ,„be won'dej
Wtheyshonld pr«„n„ ,o provoke your majesty, bv p^«end„,g a r,gh. .o tha. whici. haU. been ailowJu,^ JJ^cut of favour, and di«^urage your majesty f,on, futurefavour, of ,ha. kh,d. when wha. your majesty orde^d for"
.emporao, cxpertaent, to see wha. form jould be,, luUh:»feya„d ,n.ere« of .he island. .haU be con,„„ed .0 b^ .
.0. 1 res,gna„o„ of .,„ power inherent in your „,aje,.y andn devolu.,„„ of i, .0 ,hen,.e.ves and .heir will^ t' houtwh.ch„e,ther law nor govemm«,.. .h. essen.ial i^gre^Ten"
^r^|he,r sub,.„e„ce and weli-being, „,ay .ake placf atponj

have" Witt?"' " '" "''™'- '"" *' "--^'^ °f ^™=fc»

,
• Z '"^ J""' S'™"*' '"i "ith =0 much animosin-and „ndut,fu,„e,„ proceeded .0 reject the mark, of "u"^mnjesty, favour toward, .hem, and ,ha, your maie .^

««.IuJ,o„,in.hisca,ea. Hke .0 be .be measure of"^;l™d obed,e„ce .„ your royal command, in o.her colonic, -we can only otter, as a cure for h^guiaritie, pa,, an aremedy agatns, all furth. • inconveniendes, that your majestywould please ,„ authc .a and empower your governort
«11 another assembly, and to .^present unto them the great^nve„,e„ce and e.,«diency of accepting and consenting
«n.o such law, a, your majesty has under your great seal
ranstnttted unto them

, and that. In case of refusal his lol
h,p be furmshed with such powers as we., formerly g,!unto Col. D'Oyley, your first govcntor of Jamaica,' „d,.nce unto other governors, whereby hi, lordship may beenabled ,0 govern according to .ho law, of England, where

.he d,tterent nature and constim.ion of that colony may con-ven.mly p„m,. .he ,ame , and, in „.her cases i J,^
<iie advice of the mun-q : '- -
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CHAP, licld nccesTiary and proper for the good government of th.rt

plantation, mnil your mtijesty's further orders ; and that, by

all opportuniiies of conveyance, the governor do give your

majesty a constant aiid particular account of aU hb proceed-

ings, in pursuance ofyour instructions herein>.

All which is most hun^bly stibmitted, &c.

Upon reading of wUich rpport> and full debate thereupon,

his majesty was pleased to approve the same ; and the

Right honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry is hereby

directed to prepare such suitable orders and instructions

as may answar the several parts and advices contained

in the said report.

Robert Southwelt

NUMBER Xiri.

trlracl of a Letter from the Commitiee to the Earl of Carlisle.

AFTER our very hearty commendation unto your lord-

ship, we have received two letters from you, the one of the

•J 4th of October, the other of the 1 5th of November, l678j

both of which gave us an aceourvk of the distaste tlie assembly

had expressed at the new frame of government, and of their'

throwing out all the bills transmitted under the great seal j

and your lordship having therein recommended unto us the

speedy dispatch of tlie bills sent to Mr. Secretary Coventry,

for passing them through the offices here, we did thereupon

take the same into our consideration : but finding tliat they

contained such clauses as we bad formerly (yoar lordship-

being present) disallowed in the laws enacted by tlic Lord

Vaug!>anj as most prejudicial to his maje.sty's rights and pre-

rogative, one of them appropriatmg and disposing of the quit-

rents in the same terms as was formerly done, so much to his-

majesty's dissatisfaction ; another, declaring the laws of

England to be in forpe, which clause (your loidship cannot

bus
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but remember) was postponed here, upon very serious <Wi. APPtN.
beration; besides divers other particulifs. altogether unfit to

^^^
be passed by his majesty

: we have, witlxal, penned the sevenU
letters which your lordsMp hud written to Mr. Secretary
Coventry, in relation to your government: and at for the
laws, we coulJ not advise his majesty to proceed m ^y
other nwnncr, than by giving power to call nother aisembly
and to offer unto them the same laws your lordship carried
over, as being the most usefully framed and settled for the
good of the island and his majesty's servioe : and that in
case of refusal, you might be enabltnj to govern according to
commissions and instmctions given unto former governors aa
your lordship will more fully understand by our report Jnto
n>3 majesty, and the order of council thereupon, to whichwe refer your lordship, as setting forth at large the ground,
and reasons inducing the resolutions iiis majesty bai now
taken.

M

!('-#li
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NUMBER XIV.

£t/mc( o/„ UtUrfiom the Earl of 0.rf«fe to Mr. Secrotar,

Coventry,

St. Jago <k la Vega, 30th Aug. \6?g,

TOUR packet by Captain Buckingham, having incited
kis majesty's letter of the 31st «f May last, and an order in
council of the 28ih of May, iQjg, together with the animad.
versions of the council upon several points of tlie 22d ofMay last, and two letter, from yourself, 1 received the
26th inst. at night. The „te« morning 1 read them in
couucd The assembly then having sat some seven days, to
renew die irill for a revenue, the last being just expiring, Isent for the general assembly, and read the order of coLl
and the king's letter thereupon to them, which I hope wiUhave some cood effect , hnf .h«v ^,-,- ;„ ^a - -

,

- f -~ J vijijie in as irooa time «i
«..=h c»a.ra:y („ .heir „^,,^ j ^^,1^ "^ ^

. f
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copy of their address thereupon, which they presented to ra#

the 38th } and finding them nettled and warm, I thought it

discretion to let them take time to digest their thoughts j
and,

having continued the revenue bill for six months longer frona

th» 1st of September next, I passed it^, and Uien piforogue^

them till the 2atl;k of October following.

NUMBER XV.

topy qfavpie of the Assembly» Jhtg. 32. 15*9^

piE VENERIS.

*IhiSi committee appointed to examine Mr. Martyn's aC-i

counts reported, that Mr. Martyn, appearing before them, said^

that my lord had ordered him to cpme and tell tliem, tliat,

both frorn the king and from ray lord, he was not obliged tQ

shew his accounts to the assembly ; but that he had given

them unto my lord , and his excellency had told him, that, if

any of the assembly had g mind to see them, they might see

ihera tliere.

The house, considering the return of the committee

ordered to inspect Mr. Martj'n's accounts, re-assumed that

debate, and thereupon did vote, tliat, notwithstanding my

lord's answer by Mr. Martyn to that committee, it was and

is their undoubted and inherent right, that as all bills for

Jnoney ought and do arise in their house, so they ought ta

ippoint the disposal of it, and to receive and examine all th^

iiccounts concerning the same.

• Terci, Copia.

llowiAND Pow^t.1.4
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^'iraa o/u UtUr fim the ^mtI qf Curll>k I0 the Cofkmittet.

St. Jago de la Vega, 15th Sept. I679.

My Lords,

YOUR lordship, letters of the tSih of March, 4th of Apriland 3ut of May Inst, I recdved on the 26tk cf A.J!Z
a^so your lordships orders ^d reports to hi, mnjesty!7o;ch.
ingtJ^Iawsand gov^rnm.r' f J,m.te.j which I commu-
seated to the council (the a^cnbiy then sitting to con.in^^c revenue bill, expiring the 2d of September) on the 2;th

ttetrn^"'
'''"""''' ^ ^""^ %,I con^^unicated,

the council herng pre.,ent, his Majest/s l<ttter of the 3ist ofMy bs^ and your Whifs ordeJr m^ report of tU ,^^.te, to the assembly, which x:ni,«. to me as sea.onabiy^

the ,;ic^osed address, upon which, having passed , bill fcfimpost for ..X months, I prorogued them, by advice of the« till U.e 2Sth of (^tob«r t.e,t, homing In It il'

ti:r^ ""Y
'''" "^^'^ '""'^ "^- ^^^^^on. betCb^^hmk theinselve., of tl«.ir duties and .ll.gi.nce, and uponmy offering them agam the laws, which I propose t,d do uL

«ie.r first meeting, better demonstrate their obedience by
•teaddy g,vn,g their consent that they might be 6nact«d.

J^'r^n '',!r'
^ ''" ^"''" ^'""^ '^' '^''^ leader, amon.

IT u u
""^^ «^«-^«^"««^ as fotmerly, av^mng th^^eymn submit to wear, but never consent to make. Llns

^^ they term thi* frame of government, for their posterities

'

60 that I scarce expect better success; of which I havt wiiiaj large to Mr. Secretary Coventry.

327
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NUMBER XVII.

Extract of a I^ttttrfrom ^he Efirl of Carlisle to Mr. Secretary

Coventry.

Sir,

St. Jago de la Vega, 23d November, I679.

THE assembly meeting on the 28th of October, I, with

the council, went to them j connmande^ the couniil's report

of the 28th of May, and his majesty's letter of the 31st of

May last, to be ^;ead again to them j
pressed them very much

to consider how much it imported at this juncture for the

Interest of the island, that they should pass these laws I

brought to thena under the great seal of England, or at least

part of them ; desiring that any one oj more of the assem-

bly would there and then argue the reajsonableness of their

objection, which none of th^ra wovild undertake j and so I

left the body of laws with theni. They having the last

session passed a vote, that the raising money and disposing of

it, was the inherent right of the assembly (of which I had np

account either from the members or their speaker, in four-

teen days afterwards, tlxey presuming it to be tlieir privilege

that their proceedings should be kept secret from me) I tlien

appointed and swore them a clerk, which before used to be of

their own choice } and this they are very uneasy under.

They proceeded to read over the body of laws : notwith-

8'snding the great care, pains, and trouble I had taken with

them, both apart individually as well as assembled together^

they threw,out and rejected all the laws, again adliering to

their former reasons, rather than admitting or honouring those

from their lordahips for rules of obedience.

I thereupon presently, with the councilj framed a, bill of

revenue indefinite, and sent tliat to them : but that had no

better success ; and they then attended me with the address,

to be presented to his majesty, which I herewith send you j

||s also the humble desire of justification of his majesty's

coun9i^
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touncil thereupon, which I and they earnestly desire ypur appen-
favour in humbly presenting to his majesty, being unani-
mously agreed to by all the council : but Col. Samuel Long
(chief-justice of the island, whom I have found all along since
my arrival here to be a most pertinacious abettor and che-
risher of the assembly's stubbornness in opposing this new
frame of government, having had a hand, being their speaker,
in the leaving the king's name out of the revenue bill) re-

fuses to join with the council in this their genuine act, and hat
sufficiently possessed himself of the opinion of the assembly,
by advising and assisting them in the framing of their address

:

thinking their resolutions to be unalterable as his own, he is

withdrawn to his plantation, some thirty miles off from this

town, where at this juncture we have most need of council.

Upon serious and deliberate consideration of all which, I

have sent him his quietus; and appointed Col. Robert Bynd-,
Joss chief-justice in his place, cf whose fidelity to the king'g

interest I have many proofs, having formerly executed the

place, and was now one of the judges of the supreme court.

. I hare also suspended Col. Long from being one of the

council, purposing, by the advice of tlie council, to bring or

iBcnd him, with six more of the assembly, to attend the king

and council in England to support their own opinions, reasons,

and address, wherein they are not ordinarily positive; and this

I do from the council here unanimously agreeing, that there is

po other nor better expedient for the settlement of this goveru-

inent to a general consent.

NUMBER XVIIL

^tract of a letterfrom the Earl of Carlisle to the Committee.

St. Jago de la Vega, 23d Nov. 1679.

My Lords,

MINE of tlie tenth of September last to your lordships I

hone VOU have rerrirpfi - and vuhat T fk.^roJr. aor.* .—- i^~a
; • / - - r

—— .."«.» •• v>-«'«^ta> cviii jrvui it.nu«

ships,
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CHAP. shipf«, as my cdnjecturcs in prospect, since the general assembly'!

i3!^l. meeting, on the 28th r ,' October last, have found to be 119

vam [TTophecy.

Upon th6 assembly's meeting on that day, I, with tl«j

council, went to the place where they were met, and again,

in the presence of the council and the assembly, commanded

to be rend your lofdship's report of the 28th of May last past

made to his majesty, as also his majesty's commands to my-

self of the 31st of tl>e same; and thereupon oiVered to the

dsscmbly the body of laws brought over under the great seal

cf £i^)und for their consent ; at the same time declaring to

tliem the great expediency it would be to all the officers of the

island, and reason to persuade his majesty they were another

people than represented at home^ tliat it would induce the

kii^ to gratify them in what was necessary; and tliat, other*

wis*, they could iiot appear but in great contempt, to the

lessening of the island's interest in his royal favour : and what

I tirged in general to them at their meeting, I had not been

w^mting to press to tbeni apart individually before it then

swore them a clerk of my appointing, which they took not

well, alledgirtg it was their riglit to choose their own clerk,

1 told them no : for that the king did grant by patent the

clerk cf the parliament, so that tl»ey were uneasily over-;

ruled. The reason of my doing this was from their having an

jopinion that the votes of the house ahould be kept a secret

from me, and their passing a vote the former sessions, that tg

raise money, and dispose of the same, was a right inlierent in

the assembly, of which I had no notice, in some fourteen days

after, from any of them or their speaker.

I much urged the whole assembly freely to argue, in the

presence of the council and their own members, few tlie rea-

sonableness of the matter commanded by the king, tliat, upon

their discoursing it openjy and freely, they might be the better

convinced of the necessity of their bieing dutiful therein : but

rone of them, in my presence and the council's, would under-

tt^ it i so we liiit then), aiid tJie body of laws with them.

Spme
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Rome days they spent in reading over again the body of laws APPEN-

Under tlie great seal left with them j but rejected the many ^"^"

arguments I had laboured them with, and threw al) the laws
^^''**^

out again
: whereupon they appointed a committee to draw up

m address, to be presented by me to his majesty on their be*,

halfs
:
and in that time, with the council, I drew a bill of re-

venue indefinitely, and gave it myself to their speaker i but
that bill had no better success, but was rejected also.

Upon this, on the I4th instant, the speaker and assembl/
being sent for to attend me in council, to shew cause why they
^id reject the bill of revenue so framed by us in pursuance of
his majesty's pleasure therein, they gave me no answer j but,

by their speaker, desired to present to me their address, tho
speaker contending to give it its due accent by reading it him-
self; a copy whereof is here sent inclosed.

This address is founded greatly upon the advice of Lieute-

nant-Colonel Samuel Long, chief-justice of the island, and
'

one of the king's council, who principally contends for the old

frame of government, of whom the assembly is highly opi-

piated, and esteem him the patron of their rights and privi*

leges as Englishmen, who had a hand in leaving the king's

name out of the revenue bill, being then speaker, and denies

fiot his having a hand in framing and advising some parts oL
the address, which in whole is not truth ; for,

1st. Whereas they alledge, that the civil government com-
menced in my Lord Windsor's timej it is generally known
and recorded in our council-book, fifteen months before, in

Colonel D'Oyley's time, and will be proved by Sir Thomas
Lynch, who then himself had an occasion of a trial by jury,
the foreman of which was Colonel Byndloss.

2dly. They alledge the readiness of governors to use mar-
tial law, particularly in Sir Thomas Lynch's time? which it

here contradicted, for there was only an order in council for
the putting it in force upon condltiqn of any actual descent
or invasion, and not otherwise^ neither was it on foot really
all this time here, as I am credibly informed upon Pood en.

Sdlj. Ag

H

.'• n

I ' 1

' 'A

h\

I 'i

I

» H



931

CHA1».
XIV.

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

^^y. As for iLs being in force in my time, it was not from

my aliecting, but the council advising and ttieir desiring it

;

as also the putting off die Courts till February, in favour gene*

rally of tlie plantfrs. Then, for their alledging so much to

be done during the martial law, wholly at tlie charge of the

country ; that it is done in true, but the charge thereof .they

•would clog tl)e revenue bill with, amounting to twelve luu>-

dred and twenty-eight poiuids, when, comimmibus annis, the

bill of impost is but fifteen J»undred pounds j of which twelve

hundred and twen*y-eight pounds there is not yet made pay-

ment of one farthing, nor any prospect how it may, since the

revenue is so much anticipated from the want of money in

the treasury, occasioned by my Lord Vaughan's letting fall tlie

bill o{ reib'enue before hi« departure.

NUMBER XIX.

To his txcellency Charles Earl of Carlisle, captain-general,

governor, and commander in chief of his majesty's island of

Jamaica, 8(c.

The humble address of the assembly of this his niajcstt/s island,

in answer to the report of the right honourable the lords

of the committee of trade and plantations, made to his

majesty's council; which we entreat his excellency may

be huviblig presented to his most sacred majesty and his

council,

WE, his majesty's most iopl and obedient subjects, the

assembly of this lus island of Jamaica, cannot without infinite

j;rwf of mind read the report made to his majesty by the

right honourable the lords of the committee for trade and

plantations } wherein, by the relations made by their lord-

ships unto his majesty, they have represented us as a people

full of animosity, unreasonable, irregular, violent, undutifn!,

and transgressing both the |>ouncU of duty and loyalty; tlie bit-

terness of which characters were we iq> tlie least part conscious

to
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U> have di^senedy we should, like Job, have said, « BehoU, we AJ^K-
" are vile; what shall we answer? tie will lay our hands upon

^^^
** OUT mouths."

But, lest our silence shouldf argne our guilt, we rfiall, fn all
humUity, endeavour to make appear we have always demeaned'
ourselves as becometh good and obedient subjects, and those
who acknowledge and are truly sensible of the many favour*
received from his majesty; the truth of which renting only oa
matter of fact being related, and the false colours which hi-
tJierto have been thrown on us being washed off, we shaU not
doubt bnt his majesty will soon entertain a better opirUon ot
his subjects of this island. •

We must, therefore, humbly beg that his majesty will with
patience be pleased to hear the account of our pr.jceedfngs

j
whicli truly fo manifest we must be forced to look back so fa^
as Sir Charles Lyttleton's and Sir Thomas Modyford's entrance
upon their government

:

At which time, we humbly conceive, the island began really
to take up tlie form of a civil government, and wholly to lay
aside that of an army, whicb, until that time, was deemed
the supreme authority j when after, upon their several at-
rivals, by order from his majesty, and according to the method
of his majesty's most ancient plantations, Uiey called assem-
blies, and settled die government of die island in such good
form, that, until his excellency the Earl of Carlisle's first ar-
rival, his majesty thought not fit to alter it, though several go-
vernors in that time were changed, which roust necessarily in-
fer the goodness and reason of it, as well as the satisfaction

of the people (since, from that time, they betook themselves
to settle plantations), especially the merchants, by which.
n)eans the estates here are wondc-j-Ailly increased, as is evident
by t})e great nun.ber of ships loaden here by the industry of
the planters

; and the satisfaction th^y received by those whole-
some laws then began, and until that time continued, the
d)ange of which laws we had no reason to expect, being done
on SUf'Ji. mahiro r1.^i;K-^..«4.;-». f i_
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fiut to return to answer : the first thing their lordships iri

pleased to accuse u« of is, presuming to question his mojesty's

power over the militia j which, how much they are misin-

formed in it, will hereunder appear s but we must first repeat

the clause against which, we humbly conceive, we had just

reasons to take exceptions, which clause is as foUoweih :

" Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted and de*

•* clared by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in this act

" contained be expounded, construed, or understood, to di-«

•* minish, alter, or abridge, the power of the governor or com*

** mander in chief for the time being ; but that in all tilings he

^' may, upon all occasions or exigencies, act as captain-general

'* and governor in chief, according to and in pursuance of all

" the powers and authorities given to him by his majesty's

*• commission ; any thing in this act or any other to the con*

•* trary in anywise notwithstanding.*'

In their lordships observations, in which they take nd

notice that the power given by that clause extends as well to

the governor as captain-general, nor of the words " any

•* thing in this act or any other to the contrary notwithstand-

" ing," which words, being plain, need no references to ex-

pound them, being consented to> there is no occasion of mak-

iiig any other law, because that makes all the powers and au-

thorities given by his majesty's commission, and, by that com-

mission, the instructions which shall be after given to him^

shall be law, though it be to the nulling of any beneficial law,

made either here or in England, by which we are secured

both in life and in estate ; the like of which was never done

in any of his majesty's dominions whatsoever, and is in effect

to enact will to be law, and will be construed (we fear) to

bind us by the old rule of laW, that every man may renounce

his own right ; and if their lordships had been pleased to

have as well remembered the ether clauses of the act of tlie

militia, we cannot think they Would have said we had ques-

tioned his majesty's power over it, for no act of England

1 ..-^* A i\^^ KIma ww^urAVi #vtfOV fl^A nttllfifj QC OIII'C '^/ttfl t
gives a^c3t^

fott
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r«.»cU of offlc.™ hav. p„w„ « pu, 0,. ,,„ „,,„,j „„ f^,
^i^S"

•or wh« ,im, th^ p)«,„, „„H ,„ ,<^„„„j ,,, .^ ^^^ ^^^^
person,, <«r Krvant,, negroes, hors«, oven all .!,« we have
<oh.s n,aj«,y, ,ervice, ,vhieh h,vH,g been » ofte„ ^, ^
practice w,ll «,M ,he le,, proof r b.. ho,, readily a„d J,ii„..
ly we h,ve„bej.eJ, .„d in ,h„, fai.h i, b.., jnstifiea by work,.kwdl no. b, ami,. ,o i„«a«e ,on,e ,in,c. arf wW. ha.bh«n done ,„ those .imea, by ,he charje and labour of hi,

*h,ch hav, left ,mexperimen,ed the sfrength of his ,naje,.y>

seeming occasion.

In a>e gmcrnmeM of Sir Thom»s Modyferd, in the j-can,I665 .„d .666, tl» whole island wa, p„, under law .nLia.

nd ,he.r bboks, F«-,.Ch.rles wa, „,«ie ctee, which ,o tha.

Koyal wa, bn.It, with . ve,y small charge to hi, „,aj„„..
In the ..me of Sir Thoma. Lynch, i„ ,l,e year ,0^3 ,h,bw martial wa, again .e. on foot, I.or,.J„„e, buii, b^ ,b'

ir K
'""""'"' '° ' ^^•>- »-We"ble ;.m ofmoney, a breast-work thrown „p a. Old-Harbour and several

M^L^
;
and gun, runted on a phtform placedat Po„.

In Ix,rd Vangh,n-s time, though there was no probabilit*
rf war. yet he wa„,e.l no, the trial of his power al» in Z<n.l..«, and our obedience to it, f„r he commanded out ,
«.«.,.a„y of tl. in.,abi,aut, in search of a Spanish J<,r,„„ fo

'

»ho wa, sa,d to have robbed a sloop beiorgin. to thi, islS
-P«. .he coast of Cuba.- he. likewise, in L^ro ^ ^^
company, commanded out to sea two veael, with ,
.ru;e militia a..dU.eircap,ain..„:rerr:

I '>. j

•a
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In the time of Sir Henry Morgan being comnanitt tit

chief, we were again put under martial law ; in which tima

Fort-Rup«rt, Fort-Carlisle, and a new line at Fort-James, wero

built<

Lastly, in his excellency the Earl of Carlisle's time (the

present governor) the law martial was again put in force for

about three months ^ in which time Fort-Morgan with its

platformi and another line at Fort-Jamesj and the breast*work

reinforced very considerably in thickness and height, and new

carriages were made for the guns, those that came out of

England not being fit for land service j all which furtiiications

are substantially ftuilt with stone and brick, at the charge and

labour of the country.

Neither have we ever been wanting in due respect to his

majesty's governors ) the militia having always waited on them

to church, in their progresses, and on all publick occasions

:

and we may safely affirm with truth, that no militiat in his

majesty's dominions undergo tlie like military duty as his sub-

jects in Jamaica j as is evident to all men that ever set foot

in Port Royal, which cannot be distinguished from a garrison,

either in time of peace or war, but by their not being paid

for their service. '

To answer their lordships objections to the bill of revenue,

wrhcrein his majesty's name was left out, there are several

members of this assembly now sitting who were members

when tiiat bill passed tliree times in form in the assembly j

and, upon the best recollection of their memories, they are

full)f persuaded and do believe the bill was again sent down

with that amendment from the governor and council, accord-*

j^g as it is passed at the last : but, should it have risen in the

bssembly, they are very unfortunate if they must bear tlw

censure of all mistakes that may happen in presenting laws to

be passed, when both the governor and his council have

their negative voices, which, had either of them made use

•f in this point, would have been readily consented to by

*»jp o^c«r«V.lv qo tl^^v ^^ fnrmpriv rlonf*. hnth under thft

government
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government of Sir Thomas Modyfbrd and Sir Thomas ^pp.^Lynch before whose time it had been raised without men- lix""'
tionrnghis majesty's name, and that without check ; and we
always concluded the governor's name in the enacting part
to be of the same effect as his majesty's is in England,
whom, .„ this particular, he seen.s rather to personate that,
represent: for which reasons we hope, 'it ought not to have
been unputed to the assembly as Uieir crime altogether, being
consented unto us by his majesty's governor, without any de
bate, and alJ applied by the act whereby it was raised, to thevery same public use his majesty directs; and we are certainno mstance can be given of any money disposed of to any pri-
vate use, but was always issued by the governor's warrant, forhe payment of his own and other his general officers' salaries

Their lordships also affirm, that the assen.bly offered this
bill m the same measure and proportion as it is now proposed,

h M L !"'
"^"^""'y'' instructions were, that the laws

hould be m force for two years and no longer, which their
lordsh.ps also acknowledge in the prior part of the report-
so that the assembly needed not to have expressed any time'
and tlie particular uses therein appointed.
But had their lordships known how great sums of money

have been raised here, and how sznall a part hath been
applied to h,s majesty's service for the defence and strength-
en-ngtbei.and we humbly concede their lordships Zldhave been of op,n,on, that we have no reason to bar ourselves
toperpetmty, and pass the said act without limitation of use.orfme; nor can we be so presumptuous as to imagine the^ng- can be hindered from making such use of his ownmoney as he shall think fit, and apply it where he findsmost necessary.

Itis very true the laws contain many and great errors, as
the,r lordshaps may see by .he assembly's journal ; so that
VOL. III.
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CHAP, wen ifif siKscnihly as much pefi^toners to hU majesty f<^T ihw

new foiMi tliey are to be restort-il to their old, above luil; the

bfxly of these Jaws, wi'hcmt anieiuhtieiU, would never be rea-

»onable to pass.

As, to instance some few amongst many ; in the act for

preventing damages by tire, a single justice of the peace hath

power of life and death ; and the act of the militia empowers

the governor and council to levy a tax on the whole island j

and in the act directing the marshal's proceedings, there is a

clause that makes it felony for any person to conceal his own

goods, left in his own possession, after execution levied by that

law, so that a man may bo hanged for being poor, which,

though inconvenient, was never till then accounted capital
j

with others too long to be repeated.

And whereas their lordships are pleased to say, that there

is nothing imperfect or defective in these bills transmitted

hither >
yet we humbly conceive, that no notice being taken

in this body of laws how or in what nature we are to make

use of the laws of England, either as tliey have reference

to the preservation of his majesty's prerogative or tlie sub-

ject's rights, we ought not m reason to coiwent to these bills

;

for, nothing appearing to the contrary, the governor is left,

ad libitum, to use or njfuse as few or as many as he pleases,

and such as suit with his occasions j there being no directions

in them Jiow to proceed according to the laws of England,

cither in causes criminal or testamentary, .;n.l in mnny other

cases which coiKcrn the quiet of the subjrcj, bo;' . life anJ

estate.

We conceive also, that, whatsoever is said to the contrary

by thwir lordslrips in answer to the distance of places, thi»

vc'-y last experiment is sufficiently convincing of the truth

>f ih^K allegation ; since it is a year since this model came

a" and was r'-hated, and before their lordships report came

bi'.ck, notwithstanding one of the advices went home by an

express. And,

Whevcab tlicii lordahips say, 'ac cannot be subject to more

accidents
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•cclcle.,t» than his u.nesty', kingjom of Ireland , to that wc
Object, that advice a.ui answers theuce umy be had in ten or
fourteen days, nnd that kingd„n is already settled, o„r plan-
tation but beginning. But further. Me cannot imagine that
the Irish model of government was. inprinripio. .ver intended
for Englishmen: besides, their lordships cannot but know
that that model was introduced amongst them by a law made
by themselves in Ireland, and so consequently bound them,
winch, being now generally known to all those who remove
thither, they have no cause to repine at, that being theii*
choice to live under it or stay from it, and was made for the
preservation of the English against the Irish facti. n Asthere is not the same cause, so there is not the same enson,
for imposing the same on us, unless we did it ourselves who
«re all his majesty's naturaLbom subjects of his kingdo a ofEngland

;
which is the reason the parliament give, in all , >eir

acts concerning the plantations, for obliging us by them to
uhat, and with whom, and in what manner, we made tra.e,and impose a tax on us here in case of trade from one colo. ;to another

;
and it is but equity then, that the same law shouU

have the same power of loosing as binding.
His majesty giving a power, on urgent occasions, to raise

monies the old way, only secures the king's officers their sala-
nes which else they had been disappointed of, the act of the
mil. ,a wluch was heretofore consented to, ever providing, that,on alarm or invasion, the commander in chief should have un.
hmited power over all persons, estates, and things, nece...ry
on such urgencies. ^ c*.e.,..ry

As to the ;th, the assembly say, they never desired anyow.r but .hat his majesty's governors assu.d then ZU^^.r birth-rig ,ts, and what they supposed his majesty's mo
gracious proclamation allowed them: also his majesty wagraciously pleased to write a letter to his governor Si tL
Lynch, atter the double trial of one Peter Johnson, a pirat

Sl!l,:^^^:^!.^^l-^.^^^"^«^-^^edonrtha^•hould cause auv donhft in I

z 2

ill iiot «njoying ail the
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CHAP, privileges of subjects of the kingdom of England, or to that

effect.

But as to the obstructing of justice against Brown, the

pirate, what they did, though not justifiable in the manner,

was out of an assurance, that we had no law in force then to

declare my lord chancellor of England's power, and our chan-

cellor's here equal, in granting commissions in pursuance of

the statute of Henry tlie eighth ; which also his majesty and

council perceiving, have, in the new body of laws, sent one to

supply that want : and if they, not meddling with the merits

of the cause, endeavoured to preserve the form of justice, and

justice itself, and, after denial of several petitions, joined with

the council, were led beyond their duty (for which they were

sharply reprimanded by the then governor) they do hope for

and humbly beg his majesty's pardon.

And as for tlie act upon which he came in, it arose not in

the assembly, but was sent from the council, to be consented

to by them, which was accordingly done.

And as to the imprisonment of Mr. Thomas Martyn, one

of their members, for taking out process in chancery in his

own private concern against several other members, and of the

council, the assembly then sitting, and for other misdemeanors

and breach of the rules of the house ; they hope it is justifiable,

the king's governor having assured them, that they had tlie

same power over their members which the house of commons

have, and all speakers here praying, and the governors grant-

ing, the usual petitions of speakers in England.

Seeing the governor hath power to turn out a counsellor,

and turning oiit incapacitates him from being an assembly-man,

no counsellor dares give his opinion against the governor, un-

der danger of less penalty than losing that which he thinks his

birth-rigijt : also, a governor being chancellor, ordinaiy, and

admiral, joined with his military authority, lodges so great a

power in him, that being united and executed in one person to

turn it totum in qualibet parte, so that he may invalidate any

thing don© under his own coiimiissioa.

1'here
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There is no doubt but, by this new way, it is in the assem- APPEN-

bly's power to consent to and perpetuate such laws as are
""'

wholly of benefit to them, and leave unpassed all that may be
thought most necessary for his majesty

; which advantage they
not laying hold on, hope it will be an evidence they are care-
ful of his majesty's prerogative, as it is the duty of every good
subject to be.

It is without controversy that the old form of government,
which was ordered so like his majesty's kingdom of England',
must of consequence be of greater encouragement to all his
majesty's subjects, as well as strangers, to remove themselves
hither. Upon his majesty's proclamation in my Lord Wind-
sor's time, and by those gracious instructions given to Sir
Thomas Modyford, all or most part of the sugar plantations
have been settled^ and the major part of the said planters
bemg such who arrived here and settled upon the general
hking of the model first constituted, and in belief that they
lost not any of the privileges of his majesty's subjects of the
kmgdom of England by their removal hither, and having by
no apt, as we believe, either provoked his majesty or forfeited
our rights, or ever desiring or attempting to lessen or ques-
tion his majesty's prerogative, the preservation whereof we
ever deemed the best means of preserving our own privileges
and estates, we shall presume to hope for the continuance^of ^

his majesty's favour, which is impossible for us ever to forget.
And whereas their lordships are pleased to offer their acKice

to his majesty, to furnish his governor with such powers as
were formerly given to Colonel D'Oyley and others, in ^v hose
time the then accounted army was not disbanded, but so
continued till Lord Windsor's arrival, who brought over th*
king's royal donative, and order to settle the civil government

:

we hope their lordships intend not that we are to be governed
by or as an army, or that the governor be empowered to
levy any tax by himself and council ; since his majesty haN ing
discharged himself and council, by an act of parliament, of
apy sucii power o\er any of liis majei,ty's subjects of liis kin.^^.

«

^:a

)
!

i::.iV''#'



XIV

342 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

CHAP, dom of England, as we undoubtedly are, it will be ver}' hard

to have any imposition laid on us but by our own consents ;
for

their lordships well know, that no derived power is greater

than the piimitive.

However, if his most gracious majesty shall not think fit

to alter this model, but we are to be governed by the gover-

nor and council, according to their lordships' advice, yet we

humbly beseech his majesty to do us the grace to believe, that

we are so sensible of our duty and allegiance, that our submis-

sion to and comportment under his majesty's authority shall be

such as that, we hope, he, in his due time, will be graciously

pleased to restore unto us our ancient form of government,

under which it hatli hitherto pleased God to prosper us j end-

ing with our hearty prayers for his majesty's long and happy

reign over us, and most humbly begging his majesty's pardon

of all our errors and mistakes, and a gracious interpretation of

this our answer
;

protesting, from the bottom of our hearts,

that we are and resolve to die his majesty's true, loyal, and

p|3edieiit subjects. •

A true copy.

Rowland Powei.?., Q, Cone.

NUMBER XX,

The humble desire andjustification of the members of his mafesti/s

council, to his Excellencif the Governor in Jamaica.

THE alterations of the irame of government in this his

mnjesty's island of Jamaica unto that of his kingdom of Ire-

land, which his majesty, the best and greatest of kings, hath

graciously commanded us to submit unto and own, we his ma-

jesty's tmly loyal and dutiful subjects, hitherto have and yet

do, by a willing readiness, and ready willingness, declare our

entire obedience and hearty conformity thereuntO;, because his

in.nnstv commands.

And
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And although his majesty's great perspicuity and triJy roynl APPEN.
prudence is best able to determine what government is ilie

^'^•

attest for his subjects in this island, yet with all due submis-
^^^

won, in all humility, we beg leave to represent to his majesty
the great inconvenience attending the present frame, in trans-
mitting our laws home.

I'he vast distance of place will of necessity require a great
expence of time, between the first framing our laws here and
the transmitting and return of them hither again : so that,
before tliey can be passed info laws by the assembly here,'
there will probably as great cause arise to alter as there were at
first io make them.

And, with all due submission, we judge it even impossible
to adapt laws to the present constitution, so as not to admit of
often and great alterations; for, according to our experience
hitherto, we have found urgent occasions to alter and amend
the laws, that have more immediately concerned us here, at
the least every two years j and we cannot tbresee but we shall
lie under the same necessity still ; so that if his majesty gra-
ciously please to take it into his princely consideration, and
either restore to us our former power and way or method of
passing laws, or at least remit that part of the present method
of making laws which only concerns us here, as they may
pass without transmitting the same, we hope, by our present
submissicni and entire obedience to all his laws here, his ma-
jesty will be a glorious prince and his subjects here an happy
people.

And whereas the gentlemen of the assembly, in their address
to his majesty read here in council the 15th of November,
16;9, do declare, that as to the bill of revenue wherein his

majesty's name was left out, that there are several of the
members of their assembly now sitting w ho were members
when the bill passed three times in form in the assembly, and,
upon the best recollection of their memories, they iire fully

persuaded and do believe the bill \\-as again sent down with
that amendment from the governor and council, according
as it passed at the lust : wc, the gentlemen of his majesty's

council

5^ :/5
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CHAP, council here present at the passing of the bill, do most humbly

and with all seriousness aver and declare, that we were so far^^VW
from consenting the said bill should pass without his majesty's

name in it, that we do not remember it was ever debated or

mentioned in council j and further, that, to the best of our re-

spective knowledge, it was read three times, and passed the

council-board, witli his majesty's name in it : and we are the

rather induced to this our confidence, because we find the ori-

ginal act was razed, and, by the then speaker's own hand, in-

terlined ; and moreover, the several amendments of the said

bill, that were made in council, were all taken notice of in

the minutes in oi^ir council-books, and no mention made of

this j and tlie gentlemen of the assembly do produce nothing'

out of their joun'ial to justify the reflections upon us ; tliere-:

fore it is to be presumed they cannot.
,

And we do further humbly and unanimously declare, we

never did at any time, either jointly or severally, make any

complaint to the assembly, or any of them, of the power given

by his majesty to his excellency our present governor to sus-

|)end any of his majesty's council here : for as we have hither-

to yielded all due obedience and submission to his majesty '^

royal will and pleasure concerning us, so we hope we shall op-

prove ourselves such, and, as in duty bound, ever pray for hi^

majesty's long life, and that he may prosperously and triumph-

antly reign ovtr us.

This was unanimously agreed to in council by tlie respec-

tive members thereof who were present at the passing

the bill of revenue : Colonel Thomas Ballard, Colonel

Jolm Cope, Colonel Rcjbert Byndloss, Colonel Thomas

Freeman, Colonel William Joy, Colonel Thomas Ful-

ler, John White, Esquire
j

And consented to by the whole council, excepting Lieu-

tr;n:mt-Colonel Samuel Long.

Received from the Earl of Carlisle, 36th February, l6;9-80.

DUMBER



OF JAMAICA. 345

APPEN-
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NUMBER XXI.

Extract of an order in council.

Jamaica.

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council-

chamber at Whitehall, the 5th of March, I679-8O,

Present,
Prince Rupert, Marquis of Worcester, Mr. Hyde,
Lord President, Earl of Bridgewater, Mr. Sec. Coventry,
Lord Privy Seal, Earl of Essex, Sir Leolin Jenkins.'

A LETTER from the Earl of Carlisle to the committee,
dated 23d of November last, is read, wherein his lordship ac-
quaints the committee, that, having called the council and as-
sembly together, he had caused their lordships report of the
^mh of May to be publickly read ; which their lordships think
to be disagreeable to the directions of the report, which was
only presented to his majesty for his information, and in order
to furnish the Earl of Carlisle, when occasion should serve,
with such arguments as might be fit to be used in justification

of his majesty's commission and instructions ; and their lord-
ships particularly take notice, that it was neither necessary nor
convenient for him to expose his instructions to the assembly:
and as to the clerk of the assembly, which his lordship had ap-
pointed, the committee does very much approve his lordship's

proceedings therein, and will desire him to continue the same
method for the future.

And whereas Colonel Long is represented to have a hand
in leaving out the king's name in the late bill of revenue, and
in framing and advising the address of the assembly now trans-

mitted to his majesty j their lordships will report, that the Earl
of Carlisle may be ordered to send him to England, to answer
what is laid to his charge.

The

(S m
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The address of the assembly of Jamaica to his majesty, in

answer to a report of the committee approved on the 28th of

May last, being read, their lordships observe, that there are

many falsities and mistakes contained therein.

P'irst, it is alledged by the assembly, that the island took up

the civil form of government in the time of Sir Thomas Mody-

ford and Sir Charles Lyttelton ; whereas it is certain, that Co-

lonel D'Oyley had a commission, soon after his majesty's resto-

ration, to govern by the civil power.

As to their denial of having left out his majesty's name in

the revenue bill, it is evident, by the justification of tlie council,

and assurance of the Lord Vaughan, that the bill passed the

governor and council wilh his majesty's name, which was after-

wards left out, or erazed, as may be supposed by the interlinea-

tion that yet appears upon the original bill.

And whereas it is said, that their lordships are misinformed,

in affirming that tlie assembly had before offered the bill of

revenue in the same measure and proportion as is now pro-

posed, since the laws were to be in force for two years, and no

longer : the assembly have quite forgotten, or pretended to be

ignorant of, the powers settled by his majesty's commission

to Sir Thomas Lynch, whereby the laws were to be in force

for two years, and no longer, unless confirmed by his majesty

within that time ; so that the bill transmitted by Sir Thomas

Lynch wanted only his majesty's approbation to render it per-

petual.

The assembly further mentions the great sums raised in

Jamaica, which had not been employed to his majesty's ser-

vice ; but does not instance the misapplication of any part of

the revenue by any of the governors.

It is also to be observed, that the law for preventing da-

mages by fire, of which they complain, was first made by

them ; as also the act directing the marshal's proceedings can-

not be but very reasonable, and for the advantage of the

planters, since it gives them the use of their goods after execu-

tion, and enables thcju the better to pny their debts.

And
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And whereas the assembly complains, tliat there is no law APPEN-
transmitted to them for ascertaining the laws of England ; it is

^"^"

thought reasonable, that his majesty should retain within him-
self the power of appointing the laws of England to be in full

force in tliat island, as he shall find it necessary.

The delays and length of time, alledged by them in reference

to the model prescribed by his majesty, were wholly occasion-

ed by the refractoriness of the assembly, and not by tlie dis-

tance of places, or other reasons.

What they object concerning Ireland, in reference to Ja-

maica, is frivolous: since the English there have right to

the same privileges as those of Jamaica, and are bound up by
acts of parliament in England, as well as th« inhabitants of
Jamaica.

To the 7th objection it is replied, that nothing has been
done to take away their enjoyment of all die privileges of Eng-
lish subjects, since tJiey are governed by the laws and statutes

of this realm.

Their unwarrantable proceedings in obstructing of justice

against Brown the pirate is confessed, and his majesty's pardon

prayed by them.

Their lordships think the imprisonment of Martyn, and the

articles preferred against him, altogether unjustifiable, not only

as he was his majesty's collector, but as the assembly ought

not, by the pretensions of privilege, to shelter themselves

from justice, there being no such usage in Barbadoes and other

plantations.

In the grh place, it is altogether erroneous in the assembly

to think it is, by the present model, in their own power, to

accept such laws as are wholly of benefit to themselves, and

to reject such as are most necessary for his majesty ; since the

governor yet retains a negative voice, after the consent of the

assembly.

And whereas they very much insist upon his majesty's pro-

clamation in my Lord Windsor's time : his majesty has not in

any instance wjthdrawu the effects of his promise to tliem,

' nor
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CHAP, nor imposed several rules and instructions that wore prescribed

in Sir Thomas Modyford's commission and instructions, where-

by he had power, with the advice of the council, to raise

money on strong liquors : and the assembly can as little be-

lieve they have not provoked his majesty to keep a strict eyo

upon them, after their several unwarrantiible proceedings dur-

ing the government of the Lord Vaughan, and since of the

Earl of Carlisle, by their votes and otherwise.

In the last place, it is falsely insinuated by the assembly,

that the government remained under an army in Colonel

D'Oyley's time : since it appears plainly by his commission,

that it was otherwise provided, and that the martial law was

tlien laid aside : so that, upon the whole matter, they have

reason to beg his majesty's pardon for all their errors and mis-"-

takes.

The justification of the council of Jamaica, in answer to

the imputation of the assembly, of their leaving out tlie king's

name in the revenue bill, is also read } and to be made use of

by the governor, to disprove the allegations of the assembly 19

their own behalf.

NUMBER XXIII.

Extract of an order in council.

Jamaica.

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the coun-

cil-chamber at Whitehall, Monday the 8th of March,

]<3/9-80,

Pkesent,

Lord Frivy Seal, Earl of Bridgewater, Sir Leolin Jenkins.

THE Lord Vaughan attends, concerning the charge against

Colontl Long, of Jamaica, for razing out the king's name in

the act of revenue ; and declares, that he is very confident

tliat the bill came uu from tlie assemblv to the council with

the
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the king's name ia it. and that it was not put out by the APPEN-
council, nor by his privity : and that when Mr. Martyn came

^''^

to Jamaica with the king's patent to be collector, his lordsiiip
tlien sent for the act, and perceived the interlineation to be
in Colonel Long's hand

; and that his lordship does absolutely
agree with the council of Jamaica, in the matter of their jus-
tiiication.

NUMBER XXIV.

Extract of an order in council.

Jamaica,

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the coun-
cil-chamber at Whitehall, Thursday tlie I ith of March
i6;ci-8o,

'

PRKSENT,

"Lord President. Marq. of Worcester, Sir Leolin Jenkins
Lord I'rivy-Seal, Earl of Brldgewater,

THEIR lordships take into consideration the state of the
government in Jamaica, and agree to refer the queries follow-
ing to Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General, for their opi-
nions therein ; viz.

1st. Whether, from the past and present' state of Jamaica
his majesty's subjects inhabiting and trading there have a right
to the laws of England, a. Englishmen, or by virtue of tlie
King s proclamation, or otherwise ?

2d. Whether his majesty's subjects of Jamaica, claiming to
be governed by the law, of England, are not bound as welfby
3uch laws as are beneficial to the king, by appointing taxes
and subsidies for the support of .he government, as by other
laws, which tend only to the benefit and ease of the subject ?

3d Whether the subsidies of tonnage and poundage upon
goods that may by law, or shall be directlv carried to Jamaica,
be;iot payable, according to law, by his mcyesty's subjects in-

habi lUJg
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habiting that island, or trading there, by virtue of the acts of

tonnage and poundage, or other acts made in England ?

4th. Whether wine or other goods, once brought into

England and transported from thence, upon which the le-

gpective abatements are allowed upon exportation, according

to law, the same being afterwards carried to Jamaica and

landed there, shall not be liable t( the payment of the full duty

of tonnage and poundage which it should have paid if con-

sumed in England, deducting only such part of the said duty as

•hall not be repaid in England upon exportation of the said

goods from thence ?

Which queries were accordingly ^'•insmitted tc Mr. At-

"

tomey and Mr. Solicitor General, with a paper containing the

past and present state of Jamaica, in relation to tlie govern-

ment.

NUMBER XXV.

Letter to Mr. Atlorney and Mr. Solicitor General.

Council-chamber, llth March, 1679-8O.

Gentlemen,

THE right honourable the lords of the committee for trade

and plantations, upon consideration of the ati'airs of Jamaica,

have stated the questions following ; viz.

IHcre were recited the queries stated in the preceding number.}

To which questions their lordships desire your answer in

writing, with all convenient speed : and, for your information,

1 have inclosed a paper, containing a short account of the past

and present state of the government in Jamaica: and in case you

should require any further satisfaction therein, or touching

the queries referred unto you, I am ordered by the lords of

the committee to attend you af any time or place you shall

think fit to appoint.

I am, with all respect, gentlemen, 8fC.

NUMBER
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NUMBER XXVI.

Kttract of an order in ioundl.

At the committee of trade and plantation<.. in the council-
chamber at Whitehall, the 2;th of April, 1680,

Present,
Prince Rupert, Earl of Essex, Mr. Hyde
Lord President, Vise. Fauconberg. Mr. Sec. Jenkuia.
Earl of Sunderland,

MR. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General having likewise
acquainted the committee, that, upon consideration of the four
questions concerning Jamaica, referred unto them the llth of
March, they did find them of such difficulty and moment as to
deserve the opinion of the judges : it is agreed that they be
accordingly referred unto the judges ; upon whom Mr. At-
torney and Mr. Solicitor General are desired to attend with
them

;
Mr. Attorney having first delivered his opinion, " that

•* the people of Jamaica have no right to be governed by the
"laws of England, but by such laws as are made there, and
" established by his majesty's authority." But whereas Mr
Solicitor General doth deliver his opinion, that the word " do-
" minion," in the act of parliament for tonnage and poundage,
may seem rather to imply the dominion of Wales and Berwick
upon Tweed only, than to extend to the plantations ; and nu.re
especially, as Mr. Attorney alledges, since the islands of Guern-
sey and Jersey ai-e not concerned in that act : their lordships
order the two first questions only to be sent unto the judges
without any mention to be made of the two last, which parti-
culanze the act of toiuiage and poundage.

35i
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NUMBER XXVIT.

References lo the judges about JamaUa.

Council-chamber, 2'/th April, 168CJ.

Gentlemen,

I AM commanded by the right honourable the lords of the

privy-council appointed a committee of trade and foreign plan-

tations, to signify their desires that you attend his majesty's

judges with the questions following :

1st. Whether from the past and present state of Jamaica,

his majesty's subjects inhabiting and trading there have a right

to the laws of England, as Englishmen, or by virtue of tlie

king's proclamation, or otherwise ?

2d. Whether his majesty's subjects of Jamaica, claiming to

be governed by the laws of England, are not bound as well

by such laws as are beneficial to the king, by appointing taxes

and subsidies for the support of the government, as by other

laws, which tend only to the benefit and ease of the subject ?

Which questions their lordships desire his majesty's judges

to consider and answer in writing, and to return tlie opinions

to the committee with convenient speed.

I am, with respect, &;c.

NUMBER XXVIII.

Order to thejudj^es about the question nf Jamaica.

At the court at Whitehall, the 23d of June, iGSO,

Pbesent,

His Majesty,

Lord Chamberlain, Mr. Coventry,

Earl of Sunderland, Mr. Sec. Jen-

Earl of Clarendon, kins^

jPrince Rupert,

Abp. of Canterbury,

I»rd Chancellor,

Lord



rx)rd President,

Lord Privy- Seal,

D. of Albemaile,

Marq. of V^orcester,

Earl of Ossory,

DIX.
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Earl of Balh, Mr. Chancellor of appen-
Ld. Bp, of London, the Exchetiuer,

Mr. Hyde, Mr. Godolphin.

Mr. Finch,

Lord Chief Justice North,

IT is this day ordered in council, that Mr. Attorney and
Mr. Solicitor General do attend his majesty's judges, and d«.
sire them to assemble with all convenient speed, and, being
assembled, to confer with them concerning this question, viz.

Whether, by his majesty's letter, proclamation, or com-
missions, annexed, his majesty hath excluded himself from
the power of establishing laws in Jamaica, it being a conquer-
ed country, and all laws settled by authority Uiere being now
expired ?

And that, upon receiving the opinions of his majesty's
judges, under their hands in writing, they do report the sama
to the lords of the privy-council appointed a committee for

trade and foreign plantations.

ii,."

NUMBER XXIX.

Extract of an order in council.

Jamaica.

At tlie committee of trade and plantations, in the

council-chamber at Whitehall, the 7th of September,

1680,

Present,

Lord President, Marquis of Worcester, Mr. Sec. Jenkins.

MR. Secretary Jenkins acquaints the committee, that Co-
lonel Long, of Jamaica, had some days before surrendered

himself to him, upon a bond of ten thousand pounds given to

tlie Earl of Carlisle to that purpose ; and that he had taken his

security for tlie like sum, that he would attend the first ccxmciK
on Friday next, being the 10th instant.

Vol. III. A A NUMBER

•I

T
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NUMBER XXX.

Copy of an order in council.

Jamaica.

At the committee of trade and plantations^ in the

council-chamber at Whitehall,

Present,

Prince Rupert, Marquis of Worcester, Earl of Bath,

Lord President, Earl of Clarendon, Mr. Sec. Jenkins.

THE Earl of Carlisle is called in, and delivers a paper con-

taining a charge against Colonel Long, which is read, consist-

ing chiefly in three points ; viz. That he had razed the king's

name out of the act for raising a public revenue ; that he had

granted an habeas corpus, being judge, for a person condemned

by law ; and had opposed the settlement of tlie country pur-

suant to the king's orders.

And his lordship declaring, that he had nothing more to

say against Colonel Long than was contained in that paper,

only reserving to himself the liberty of explaining what he

had therein mentioned. Colonel Long is called in, and the

paper read to him ; whereupon he positively denies that he

had done any thing t» the bill without the directions of the

assembly; and that he believes the razure happened, inas-

much as the clerk of the assembly had transcribed the bill pass-

ed in Sir Thomas Lynch's time, which was now blotted out by

the agreement of the governor, council, and assembly, and the

words written in hi? hand were only added to make up the

sense, which otiiervt'ise would have been wanting, which he

did as speaker of that assembly from whom he had directions

;

which is confirmed by the letters of Major Molesworth, Mr.

Bernard, Mr. Ashurst, Mr. Burton, and of the clerk of tlie

assembly.

As to the granting an habeas corpus, he declares he did not

know the person was condemned 3 and tliat it is usual for the

judges
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judges to sign blank habeas corpus's, which the clerk gives out APPFN-m course. j^ix.

And that he never opposed the king's orders, otherwise than
""""^^

by expressing his opinion, that they were not for his majesty's
service, nor Uae good of the country.

NUMBER XXXI.

Jama
Extract of an order in council.

ICA.

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the coun-
cil-chamber at Whitehall, Tuesday the 1 2th of Oc-
tober, 1680,

Present,

Earl of Sunderland, Mr. Hyde,
Earl of Clarendon, Mr. Godolphin.
Earl of Halifax, Mr. Sec. Jenkins,

Prince Rupert,

Lord President,

Lord Privy-Seal,

Marquis of Worcester, Vise. Fauconberg, Mr. Seymour.

THE Earl of Carlisle attending, acquaints the committee
that the act for raising a publick revenue will expire in March
next, and that the government will be left under very great ne-
cessities, in case tlie king do not give Sir Henry Morgan leave
to pass a temporary bill, until the full settlement of affairs
shall be agreed on, which is like to take up a considerable
time

J
and therefore proposes, that the order in council, dated

the 14th of January last (which is read) forbidding the govern-
or to raise money by any other act or order whatsoever than
by the bill transmitted by his majesty, which the assembly
will not be willing to pass until the government be entirely
settled in such manner as may be more agreeable lo them than
the Irish model, be suspended. His lordship proceeds to give
an account of his transactions with the assembly, to persuade
them to pass the revenue bill, and reads the objections of the
assembly, and his answer lo them

j whereof the

A A 2
coun-

cil-

I
,



356

CHAP.
XIV.

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

cil-books, his lordship is desired to give a transcript to the

committee.

There having been two laws read which were entered

therein, the one made by Colonel D'Oyley and the council,

for raising imposts on liquors, the other by Sir Charles Lyttel-

ton and his council, being a supplemental act to the former

:

And his lordship acquainting the committee, that, as for

licences of taverns, he had set them on foot before he passed

any bill of revenue :

It is thereupon thought fit, by some of their lordships, that

the assembly of Jamaica be induced to pass a perpetual bill,

by having leave to appropriate the revenue tc the support of

the government.

And the committee is appointed to meet again on this busi-

ness on Thursday, at nine o'clock in the morning j when Co-

lonel Long, and the other assembly men lately come over, are

to attend.

NUMBER XXXIL
Jamaica.

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the

council-chamber at Whitehall, Thursday the 14th of

October, 168O,

Present,

Prince Rupert, E. of Clarendon, Vise. Fauconberg,

Lord President, E. of Essex, Ld, Ch. Just. North,

Lord Privy-Seal, E. of Halifax, Mr. Sec. Jenkins.

Marq. of Worcester,

THE Earl of Carlisle attends, and produces an entry in

the council-book of Jamaica, of a law passed by Colonel

D'Oyley and the council, for raising a publick revenue, and of

another passed by Sir Charles Lyttelton and the council, being

a supplemental act to the former, both which are indefinite,

and not determined by the commissions of Colonel D'Oyley
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or my Lord Windsor, whose deputy Sir Charles Lyttelton apPEN-
was. Dix.

After which, Colonel Long and Mr. Ashurst are called in
''^"^'"^

(the other gentlemen of Jamaica being in the country) and
being asked. Why they were not willing that a perpetual bill

of revenue should pass in Jamaica ? they made answer, that
they have no other way to make their aggrievances known to
tiie king, to have them redressed, than by the dependance of
the governor upon the assembly, which is preserved by passing
temporary bills of revenue; and that, a perpetual bill being
passed, all the ends of government would be answered, and
there would be no further need of calling assemblies. To
which my Lord of Carlisle replies, that, notwitlistanding any
act for raising an impost on liquors should be passed in that
manner, yet the necessities and contingencies of the govern-
ment are such as to require the frequent calling of assemblies,
for raising money by other means, and doing publick works,
the present revenue coming far short of the expence of the
government.

Their lordships tell Colonel Long, that in case they be will-
ing and pass the act of revenue indefinitely, the king may be
induced to 'settle other perpetual laws, which they shall pro-
pose as beneficial to them.

The gentlemen of Jamaica being withdrawn, their lord-
ships enter upon a debate concerning a continuance of the two
laws made by Colonel D'Oyley and Sir Charles Lyttelton be-
fore mentioned, and how far the English laws and methods of
government ought to take place in Jamaica ; and it is there at-
leged, " that the laws of England cannot be in force in another
" country, where the constitution of the place is differentfrom
" that of England:'

Upon the whole matter, the committee desire my Lord
Chief Justice North to report his opinion in writing, on Mon-
day next, upon the question following ; viz.

1st. Whether the king, by his proclamation published dur-
ing my Lord Vv'indaoi's goyeriiment, his majesty's letter dated

1 5th

1

I

'I

I
, ,
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15th of January 1672-3, or any other act, appearing by the

laws of England or any laws of Jamaica, or by his majesty's

commissions or instructions to his governors, has divested him-

self of the power he formerly had to alter the forms of govern-

ment in Jamaica ?

2d. Whether any act of the assembly of Jamaica, or any

other act of his majesty or his governors, have totally repealed

the acts made by Colonel D'Oyley, and Sir Charles lyttelton,

for raising a publick revenue, or whether they are now in force ?

Memorandum, His majesty being present, my Lord

Chief Justice North was added to the committee.

Memorandum, Colonel Long having mentioned

some trancactions of my Lord Vaughan's during

his government, his lordship is to be summoned

for the next meeting.

Jamaica.

NUMBER XXXIII.

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the

council-chamber at Whitehall, on Monday the iSth

of October, IbSO,

Lord President,

Lord Privy Seal,

Lord Chamberlain,

Earl of Essex,

Earl of Clarendon,

Present,

Earl of Halifax,

Lord Vise. Fauconberg,

Lord Chief Justice North,

Mr. Secretary Jenkins,

Mr. Seymour,

MY Lord Chief Justice North having ac ^uainted the com-

mittee, that he had considered of the two quiestions proposed

by their lordships ; and that, although some further time w^ould

be retjuisite for him to give in his answer, jct, in respect of the

haste
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haste that was necessary for settling the revenue, his lordship APPFn!
undertakes to return his answer at the next meeting upon tlie

^'^
second question

; wherein his lordship is desired to take to his
assistance some other of his majesty's judges j viz.

Whether any act of tJie assembly of Jamaica, or any act of
his majesty or his governors^ have totally repealed the acts made
by Colonel D'Oyley and Sir Charles Lyttelton, for raiding a
publick revenue, or whether Uiey are now in force ?

Jamaica,

NUMBER XXXIV.

At tlie committee of trade and plantations, in the

council-chamber at Whitehall, on Wednesday
the 20th of October, IGSO,

Lord President,

Earl of Sunderland,

Earl of Bridgewater,

Earl of Essex,

Earl of Halifax,

Present,

Lord Chief Justice North,

Lord Bishop of London,

Mr. Secretary Jenkins,

Mr. Seymour, y

MY Lord Chief Justice North, having delivered his opinion
in writing upon the question recommended to him at the last

meeting. Colonel Long, Mr. Beeston, Mr. Ashurst, and other
planters and merchants of Jamaica, together with the Earl of
Carlisle, are called in, and his lordship's opinion is read to them

;

whereby his lordship concludes, that the act of revenue made
in 1663 by Sir Charles Lyttelton, is yet in force, as being not
repealed by any subsequent acts, which were limited to the
term of two years by his majesty's commands. But Colonel
Long objects, that there was a law made by Sir Thomas Mody-
ford, which declares all laws passed at Sir Charles Lyttelton's

assemblies void, for want of due form in the writs, and otJier

particulars

;
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particulars : whereupon they are bid to withdraw ; and where-

as, my Lord Chief Justice North was not present when this

objection was made, their lordships think fit that he be ac-

quainted therewith, and desired to renew his opinion ; and the

gentlemen of Jamaica are also desired to be ready with the

objections they have to make to his lordship's report, at the

next meeting, which is appointed for to-morrow at three in the

afternoon.

Jamaica.

NUMBER XXXV.

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the

council-chamber at Whitehall, Thursday 21st of

October, 168O,

Present,

Prince Rupert,

Lord President,

Marquis of Worcester,

Earl of Bridgewater.

Earl of Clarendon,

Viscount Fauconberg,

Mr. Hyde,

Lord Chief Justice North>

Mr. Secretary Jenkins.

THE lords, being met to consider the business of Jamaica,

order the proclamation published in my I^rd Windsor's time

to t«"r<.:a4 : and thereupon their lordships express their opinion,

tl AHs majesty did tliereby assure and settle the property of

ttwi.iiabitants, but pot the government andform ; thence these

<[uestions did arise ; viz.

1 St. Whether, upon the consideration of the commission and

instructions to Colonel D'Oyley, and Sir Charles Lyttelton, and

the constitution of the island thereupon, the acts of council made
by Colonel D'Oyley and Sir Charles Lyttelton were perpetual

laws, binding to the inhabitants of the island ?

3d. Whether^ supposing those laws good and perpetual, any

of
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of the subsequent laws, or the proclamation in my Lord Wind-
sor's time, have taken away the force of these laws?
And because the gentlemen of Jamaica made divers objec-

tions a^inst the validity of those laws, as being made hy the
governors and council without an assembly, and against the
perpetuity of them, as being repealed by subsequent lawsj
their lordships dc therefore think it most conducing to his ma-
jesty's service, that Colonel Long, Major Beeston, and Mr.
Ashurst, do attend my Lord Chief Justice North, in order to
explain to his lordship what is chiefly expected by them, where-
by they maybe induced to settle the revenue for the support
of the government, to the end matters may be brought to an
accommodation.

361

APPEN-
DIX.
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NUMBER XXXVL

Jamaica.

At a committee of trade and plantations, in the
council-chamber at Whitehall, Wednesday the
27th of October, 1680,

Pkesent,

Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of Bath,

Earl of Bridgewater, Earl of Halifax,

Lord Chamberlain, Mr. Chan, of tlie Exchequer.

MY Lord Chief Justice North reports, that he has been at-
tended by the gentlemen of Jamaica, who have declared them-
selves willing to grant the perpetual bill for the payment of the
governors, and another bill for the payment of contingencies
to continue for seven years, provided they may be restored to
their ancient form of passing laws, and may be assured of such
of the laws of En-land as may concern their liberty and pro-
perty.

Their lordships taking notice, that the revenue of Jamaica

wUl

1 *i

1 1.
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CHAP, will expire In March next, direct a letter to be prepared, for

the approbation of tlie council, empowering Sir Henry Morgan

to call an assembly, and to endeavour the passing a temporary

bill, with their consent, for the revenue ; and, in case of their

refusal, to raise tlie same in such manner as hath been done by

former governors.

Memorandum, At a council on the instant, a

draught of the aforementioned letter was read:

And upon reading the petition of the planters, merchants

and inhabitants of Jamaica, praying to be restored to tlieir an-

cient method of making laws, tlie lords of the committee are

ordered to meet de die in diem, until tliey shall have agreed on

euch a method for tlie making of laws, and the settlement of

the government, as they shall find most convenient for his

majesty's sen-ice.

Jantaica.

NUMBER XXXVII.

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the

council-chamber at Whitehall, on Thursday the

28th of October, 1680,

Present,

PrinceHupert,

Ix)rd Privy-Seal

Lord Chamberlain,

Earl of Bridgewater,

Earl of Sunderland,

Earl of Clarendon,

Earl of Essex,

Earl of Halifax,

Viscount Fauconberg,

Bishop of London,

Mr. Hyde,

Lord Chief Justice North,

Mr. Secretary Jenkins.

THEIR lordships having considered that part of the letter

from the council of Jamaica, dated 20tli May last, that con-

10 ceruft
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cerns the laws, and having read tlie petition of the merchants APPEN-
and planters of Jamaica, presented in council on the

^^^'

, as also a paper prepared by Mr. Blackwayt, con-
cerning the manner of making laws in Jamaica, tlieir lordships,

upon full consideration and debate of what may best conduce
to his majesty's service, agree, that the present method of mak-
ing laics in Barbadoes, as settled by the commission of Sir Ridiard
Button, be proposed unto his majesty in council : and that powers
be drawn up for the Earl of Carlisle, with instructions suitable

to that scheme, and with respect to the present circumstances
of Jamaica

; and that the assembly may be the more easily in-

duced to grant a revenue for the support of the government,
their lordships are of opinion, that his majesty's quit-rents, and
the tax on the wine-licences, as well as all other levies which
now are or shall be made, be appropriated to the support of the
government, and to no other use whatsoever.

:m

Jamaica.

NUMBER XXXVIII.

At the committee of trade and plantatioi ;, in the

council-chamber at Whitehall, on Saturday the

30th of October, 1680,

Prince Rupert,

Duke of Albemarle,

I/ord Chamberlain,

Earl of Bridgewater,

Earl of Sunderland,

Present,

Earl of Clarendon,

Earl of Essex,

Viscount Fauconberg,

Earl of Halifax,

Mr. Secretary Jenkins.

COLONEL Long and the other gentlemen of Jamaica at-

tend, and are acquainted with the resolutions of the committee
to report to his majesty, that they may enjoy the same method
of making laws as is now appointed for Barbadoes ; with which
the gentlemen express themselves very well satisfied,

NUMBER
;

I

^ .-hi.
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NUMBER XXXIX.

Copy of powers to the Earl of Carl'mlefor making laws.

Charles the Second, by the grace of God, king of

England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defend-

er of the P\iith, Sue.

u

To our right trusty and right well-bclove-J cousin

Charles Earl of Carlisle, our captain-general

and governor in chief in and over our island

of Jamaica, and other the territories depend-

ing thereon j and to our deputy-governor and

commander in chief of our said Island } and,

in case of their death or absence, to our

council of Jamaica.

m
WHEREAS, by our royal commission bearing date the first

of March, in the thirtieth ycr.r of our reigp, we having thought

lit to constitute and appoint you, Charles Earl of Carlisle,

captain-general and governor in chief m and over our island of

Jamaica, and the lerritories depending thereon, thereby com-

manding and requiring you, or in your absence our deputy-go-

vernor, or our council, to do and execute all tilings belonging

to the said command, and the trust reposed in you, according

to the several powers or directions granted or appointed you

by the said commission and the instructions therewith given

you, or by further powers and instructions to be granted or

appointed you under our signet and sign manual, as by our said

commission (reference being thereunto had) doth more at

large appear : and whereas it is necessary that good and whole-

some laws and ordinances be settled and established for the

government and support of our island of Jamaica : we do

hereby give and grant unto you full power and autliority, witli

the ad^ ice and consent of the said council, from time to time,
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as need shall require, to summon or call general assemblies of APPEM-
the freeholders and planters within the said island, in manner ^'^•

and form as is now practised in Jamaica. And our will and
pleasure is, that the persons thereupon duly elected by the
major part of the freeholders of the respective parishes and
places, and so returned (having, before their sitting, taken the
oaths of allegiance and supremacy, which you shall commis-
sionate fit pej-sons, under the public seal of that island, to ad-
minister, and without taking which none shall be capable of
•itting, though elected) shall be called and held tlie general as-
sembly of our island of Jamaica; and that they, or the major
part of them, shall have full power and authority, with the
advice and consent of yourself and of the council, to make,
constitute, and ordain laws, statutes, and ordinances, for the
public peat^, welfare, and good government of the said island,
and if the people and inhabitants thereof, and such other as
shall resort thereto, and for the benefit of our heirs and sue
cessors

;
which said laws, statutes, and ordinances, are to be

(as near as conveniently may be) agreeable to the laws and
•tatutes of our kingdom of England : provided, that all such
laws, statutes, and ordinances, of what nature or duration
whatsoever, be, witliin three months, or by the first convey-
ance after making the same, transmitted unto us under the
public seal, for our allowance and approbation of them, as also
duplicates thereof by the next conveyance : and in case all or
any of them (being not before confirmed by us) shall at any
time be disallowed and not approved, and so signified by us, our
heirs or successors, under our or tlieir sign manual or sisnet, or
by order of our or their privy-council, unto you, the said Earl
of Carlisle, or to the commander in chief of our said island for
the time being, then such or so many of them as shall be so
disallowed and not approved shall from thenceforth cease, de-
termine, and be utterly void and of none eflect, any thing to
the contrary thereof notwithstanding. And, to the end no-
thing may be passed or done in our said island by the said
council or assembly to the prejudice of us, our heirs or sue-

cessors.

If

m f
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in

f'i



366 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

cewors, we will and ordain that you. the said Charles Earl of

Carlisle, shall have and enjoy a negative voice in the making

or passing of all laws, statutes, and ordinances, as aforesaid |

and that you shall and may likewise, from time to time, as

you shall judge it necessary, dissolve all general assemblies, as

aforesaid ; any thing in our commission bearing date as afore-

said to the contrary hereof notwithstanding. And our will

and pleasure is, that, in ease of your death or absence from

our said island, our deputy-governor for the time being exercise

and enjoy all and singular the powers and authorities hereby

granted unto you, or intended to be «;ranted you, the said

Charles p:arl of Carlisle ; and in case he likewise happen to

die, or be absent from our said island, we do hereby authorize

ond empower our council of Jamaica to execute the powers

hereby given you, until we shall declare our further pleasure

therein.

M

Given at ovr court at fVhitehall, this 3d day

of November, in the thirty-second year of

our reign.

HISTORY
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HORTVS EASTEJ^SIS

:

OR

A CATALOGUE OF EXOTIC PLANTS, in the Garden of
HiNTON East, Esu„ in the Mountains of Liguanea. in the
Island of Jam ca, at tlie time of his decease. By Arthur
Brouohxon, M. D.

^. B. This Garden is now the Property of the Public.
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POSTSCRIPT

TO THE

HISTORICAL SURVEY

09

ST. DOMINGO,

pontaining a Irief Reoiew of the Transaction and

Condition of the British Army there^ during the

Years 1795, 6, 7, and S, until thefinal flvacua-

iiojp qf the Country

.

, T^OUR y^ais bave elapsed since I closed the de-^

tails of the militar^r operations of the British

army in St. Domingo, and I grieve to say, that

vhat was th«n prophetic apprehension, is now
become historical fact. This once opulent and

beautiful colony, the boast of France, and the

glory of the new hemisphere, is expunged from

the chart of the civilized world ! The prospect of

such lamentably ruin might give occasion for

many observations apd reflectioi^s, and I shall pre-

sent to my readers, in the following very imper-

fect sketch (for spch it is in every sense) a few

that occur to me : more than this I dare not at-

tempt. Were it in my power ( as in truth it is

jaot) to continue, in a regular series, the history of

tnoEti sau cveuis wmau i|«fcvv ^^^ ^-^ ^""'^ miSciuuic

catastrophe.



SURVEY OF ST. DOMINGO.

catastrophe, I should indeed decline a task which
would be equally disgusting to my readers, and
painful to myself. In a climate where every gale
was fraught with poison, and in a contest with
uncounted hosts of barbarians, what could the best
efforts of our gallant countrymen effect ? Their
enemies indeed fled before them, but the arrows of
pestilence pursued and arrested the \ictors, in their
career of conquest

! Scenes like these, while they
afford but small cause of gratulation to the actors
themselves, furnish no topicks to animate the page
of the historian ; who would have little else to dis-
play but a repetition of the same disasters—delu-.
sive promises, unrealized hopes, unavailing exer-
tions; producing a complication of miseries, dis-
ease, distraction, contagion, and death ^

At the same time ( although I know not that the
reader will derive any great degree of consolation
from the circumstance) it is incumbent on me to
observe, that, during the disastrous period ofwhich
I treat, I have not heard that any misconduct or
neglect was ever fairly imputed to those persons
who had the direction of the enterprize, either in
the public departments of Great Britain, or in the

*

scene of action itself The names of M'illiamson,
Forbes, Simcoe, Whyte, and Maitland, carry with
them a demonstration that neither courage, nor
energy, nor military talents, was at any time want-
ing in the principal department. Reinforcements
of troops too, were sent by the British government
with a more lijberal hand tjian in former years.
Towards the latter end of April 1795, tli6 Sl^i and
^vtu jvgiuiuutK ^consisiing logetlier ot i,7U0 men

)

arrived
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arrived from Ireland ; the 8^, from Gibraltar,

landed 9S0 men in August; and in April 1796, the
6f)th and 69lh regiments, consisting of 1,000 men
earb, with 150 artillery, arrived from the same
place, under the command of General Bowjer; so

that the whole number of effective men which had
landed in St. Domingo, down to this period (in-
cluding some small detachments sent up at differ-

ent times fiom Jamaica) amotmted to 9,800. In
June following, four regiments of infantry, and a
part of two others*, arrived from Cork, under the
command of General Whjte. These were soon
afterwards followed by seven regiments of Britishf,

together with three regiments of foreign cavalry J;
besides tw^ companies of British, and a detach-
ment of Dutch artillery ; making in the whole a
further reinforcement of about 7,900§.
But what avail the best concerted schemes of

human policy against the dispensations of Divine
Providence ? A great part of thefee gallant troops,

most of them in the bloom of youth, were con-
veyed, with little intermission, from the ships to

the hospital ; from the hospital to the grave ! Of
the S2d regiment, no less tlian 630 became victims

to the climute, within the short space of ten weeks

after

* The I7ih, 32cl, 56th, gnd 67th, with part of the gsd and
99th.

t The 13th, 14th, 17th, 18th, 21st, 26th, and 2pth.

I The York, Hoinpesch and Rouen Hussars.

§ Out of this niimber are however to be deducted the 32d
infantry and the 26"th dragoons j tlie former of which were sent

from St. Domingo to Bahama, and the latter to the Windward
Islands.



SUnVEY OF ST. DOxMINGO,

after their landing. In one of its companies, no
more than three rank and file were fit for duty
Hompesch's regiment of hussars were reduced, in
little more than two months, from 1,000 to 30(/
mdthe 96th regiment perished to a man ! By the
j^OtK of September, 1796, the registers of morta-
Jtj displayed a mournful diminution of no less
than 7,530 of the British forces only; and to-
wards the latter end of 1797, out of the whole
number of troop., British and foreign, which had
landed and were detained in this devoted country,
during that and the two preceding years, (cer-
lainly not far short of 15,000 men) I am assured
that not more than 3,000 - .ro left alive and in a
condition for service *.

During this dreadful sacrifice of hiiman lif«
the necessary operations in the colony, were pro^
ductive of such an expenditure of treasure to the
British government, as excited the uimoai asto-,
nishment in the minds of the king's ministers ;who ought however to ha*, .breseen, that the cost
of raising, feeding, arming, clothing, and paying
colonial regiments, both black and white, in a
country where every article was three times as
dear as in Europe, and the expence of fitting out
armed vessels to transport troops and stores from
one part of the colony to another part, (both of
them measures of absolute necessity) must una-
voidably be very great f. The charges attending

the

* The loss of seamen in the ships employed on the coast are
not mcluded. It may be stated very nioderately at 5,000 men.

t Ihc coloiufu troops, black and wliite, embodied by General
VV ilhamson, amounted at tiie end of 1795 to 8,170.

411^

t

rH

a I

,1



^'^ POSTSCRIPT TO THE HISTORICAL

the hospital service, were alone found to amount
to 10&'. a day for each invalid. For the payment
of these, and other services, the Governor was
authorized to draw bills of exchange on the Bri-

tish treasury ; and the bills thus drawn, to the

first of May, amounted to 4,38:^596/. 8s. 2d.

sterling.

But, notwithstanding this enormous expence,

both of blood and treasure, the prospect of sub-

duing the whole of this great island, and annex-

ing it, in a profitable condition, to the British

dominion, was more distant than ever. The wesak-

ness and diminution of our troops, inspired the

enemy with renewed confidence. They were not

unobservant of our situation, and took advantasre

of it. Those among the white inhabitants who
were secretly disaffected^ became encouraged and
confirmed in their hostile purposes, and were
easily prevailed upon to declare openly against a
cause, which they plainly foresaw must, in 9, short

time, work its own destruction.

It is net however to be understood that the

British army was suffered to remain, during this

time, in desponding inactivity. The case was far

otherwise. Every man who was in a condition
for swvice, bad full employment assigned to

him, and undoubtedly very vigorous efforts were
made to distress the enemy, and extend our foot'

ing in the country, until, unhappily, every suc-

ceedinfj; exertion, like the labours of Sysiphus,
terminated in new disappointment.

At one period very sanguine expectations pre-
vailed from the co-operation i^nd services of the

colonial
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colonial corps, vi^hich General Williamson had
caused to be organized. Their knowledge of the
country, and their habitude to the climate, were
supposed to render them a useful and formidable
body. They had been formed in a great degree
under the Baron de Montalembert, (an officer of
whose military merit it is not easy to speak in tei'ms

too favourable) and, immediately after the arrival

of the 82d regiment from Gibraltar, such of them
as were brought to a sufficient state of discipline,

'

commenced operations, under that officer's com-
mand, in the western province : being reinforced
by the Baron's own regiment, and a detachment
from the British 82d, they proceeded for a time
very successfully, driving the enemy out of many
fortified posts, and taking possession of a great
extent of country, even as far as the Spanish fron-
tiers. Nothing could exceed the noble spirit of
emulation which animated their conduct. Unhap-
pily, the want of a sufficient number of men to
garrison the posts which the enemy had abandon-
ed, rendered all their successes ultimately abortive.

Their progress, therefore, was productive of no
lasting impression : it was like that of a vessel tra-

versing the ocean;—^the waves yielded indeed for
the moment, but united again as the vessel passed.

In the meanwhile a very considerable body of
the revolted negroes ( the whole of whom had no^v

separated themselves altogether from the people
of colour) continued to maintain their position iu
a strong post, on the heights which overlook Port
au Prince towards the south. This party of bri-

gands were commanded by a negro named Dudo*

nait,
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halt, who had contrived to cut off the streams by
which the town was usually supplied with fresh
water. The distress to which the garrison was re-
duced by this measure, and the disgrace of suffer-
ing the insults of such an enemy to remain un-
punished, induced the General, in the month of
December, to make formidable preparations for
attacking Dudonait in his camp ; when an extra-
(Rrdinary circumstance occurred, which, as it dis-
plays the state of parties among the revolters, de-^

serves recital. On the first of January 1796, thi»
negro chief sent a flag to the General, signifying
that it was his intention to present the British
with a supply of water^ by way of a new-year's
gift

; and accordingly the springs were cleared,
and the streams suffered to run in theii* usual chan-
nel, to the great relief of the town and the gar-
rison. This measure, on the part of the enemy,
was followed by overtures for a negOciation ; and
Dudonait soon afterwards transmitted the heads
of a treaty in writing, offering therein to bring the
chief part of his army over to the English, on
certain conditions ; one of which was, that the
English troops should co-operate with their new
negro allies, ntterhj to cut ojf and extirpate the
people of colour ihrougJwnt St. Domingo.
As it was impossible that General Williamson

could listen to propositions of this nature, al-

thoui^h he had no reason to doubt the sincerity of '^

Dudonait, the preparations for driving the enemy
from his position were continued. Light artillery

was provided to be carried up the mountains on
mules. The entcrprize however was attended

with
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tTJ!l! 'VT^ difficulties, that it was not until the
28th of February the attack was made; when
the British had the satisfaction, in the course of a
few hours, to see the brigands, who had so lonff
hemmed m and insulted them, fly from their chain
of formidable posts in all directions. General
Bowyer was at the head of the column, at th6
place where the chief attack was made, and he
carried the lirtes by storm.*
Had 1 the means of resounding in detail the

many other enterprizes, in the pn.secution o^
which the honour of tlie British flag was ably
mamtamed and supported, notwithstanding the
cruel ravages which the diseases of the climat(^
hourly made among the troops, the recital of them
should not be omitted.—I should dwell with in-
finite satisfaction on the merits of the Generals
Churchill, Bowyer, Montalembert ; the Colonels
Spencer, Stuart, Dessource, and other officers in
high command. It is univerjsally acknowledged
that the services of all these gentlemen that T have
mentioned were eminently conspicuous ; ai.j I re-
gret that my information is not sufficiently minute
and particular, to enabU^ me to bestow that dis-
tinct and appropriate tribute of applause on the
conduct of each, which justice and gratitude
would otherwise demand. This general acknow-
ledgment therefore is all that I can offer; but my
regret is heightened by the mournful reflection,

* The negro commander. Dudoiiait, was soon afterwards sur-
prized by the Mulatto General Rigaud, who had heard of hi.
negociation with the English, and ordered him to immediate
execution.

that
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that such exertions and talents were employed in

80 unprofitable a service; a warfare in which
ail human efforts wer^ unavailing^ and success

itself unattended with lasting advantage or re-<

nown.

In the month of March 1796, Sir Adam Wil-
liamson embarked for Oreat Britain^ having re-^

signed the command of the troops to General

ForbeSj who was himself superseded by the arrival

of General Simcoci as chief governor, in March
- 1797. One gteat object the king's ministers had

in view, by the appointment last mentioned, was>

as I have heard, to obtain a full and accurate re-*

presentation of the state of the colony, the actual

situation of the British army there, and the pros-

pects which remained of the ultimate success of
the enterprize. No man was better qualified to

form a correct, comprehensive, and unbiassed

opinion on those points, than General Simcoe.

He was instructed, withal, to carry into effect a

^ plan of reform and retrenchment in the disposal

and application of the public money. Abuses
under this head were loudly, and I believe very

justly, complained of, the correction of which, it

was said, could be eff*ected only by a proper exer-

tion of firmness, energy, and decision in the c6ni-

niander in chief; qualities which eminently dis--

tinguish that officer's character. It is unpleasant

to relaie> but it is too notorious to be denied, that

among the French colonists, our allies, many ofthe

principal men, in return for the tender of their ser-

vices, had stipulated for, and obtained very extra-

ordinary salaries and appointments. Some of these

j^enilemcn,
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ill London, to the British administration, i« not

known to me but by conjecture. It is certaui

that oovcrnmrnt soon afterwards came to the (h'-

tenninaiion of reducing the number of BritirV

posts in St. Dominjvo, (by ordering the most dis-

tant and less important ones to be abandoned),

and of concentrating and directing all our force

to the maintenance of certain places only, the

permanent possession of which might afford secu-

rity to our navigation and commerce, and deter

the enemy from attempting predatory excursion*

against the British settlements in the neighbour-

hood.

This determination appears to me to have beei»

luggcstedby wisdom, or rattier it was founded on

necessity ; and in order to carry it into full effect,

suitable instructions were prepared for General

Nesbit, who was appointed successor to General

Simcoe in December 1797.

The command of the troops in the meanwhile

had devolved on General Whytc, an oflicer of

great experience, local knowledge, and approved

bravery ; but neither experience nor courage in

ihe commander could enable the army to do more

than to maintain itself within the garrison. The

war was no longer a war of conquest, but of self-

preservation. The rebel negroes were at the gates,

and no alternative remained but to stand on the

defensive until General Nesbit's arrival.

Respecting the forces of the enemy, and the

interior state of the colony, at the period of Ge-

neral Simcoe's departure, it was known that ths

men in arms >vcre become divided into tw o prin-

cipal
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themselves with their brethren of colour in ihat

part oi' the eoiintrv, under Andrew lligaud, a Ge-

neral of their own cast, of whom mention has al-

ready been made. His army, (comprehending:

also such of the lower class of white inhabitants

of the liouthern and western provinces, as found

it necessary, either for their daily support, or per-

soi;al protection, to enlist under his banner) was

said io amount to about 12,000 ; and they declared

themselves ir the interest of the republican govern-

ment established under the French Directory,

Between these two bodies, however, as the

reader must have perceived, there existed the

most inveterate and rancorous animosity, which

had already manifested itself in many conflicts ;

and nothing but the presence of an invading

€iremy in the country restrained it, in any degree,

from proceeding to that extremity of civil con-

test—a war of utter extermination—in which

mercy is neither to be given nor accepted. On
the departure of the English, Toussaint made a

public declaration, signifying that it was his in-

tention not to leare a Mtdatto man alive in the

country ; and, v, ith respect to such of these un-'

happy {icople as Imvc since fallen into his hands,

I am assured that he has kept his word ; not an

individual <if tbf^m has been spared.

But although these great factions were the two

most consid. . able^ they were not the only bodies

of armed men that associated in this unfortunate

country, and acted without any co-operation with

each other. Separate hordes, composed of re-

i?olted slaves^ and rufiians of every description,

appeared
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»ppea,ed in different part., (chiefly i„ the northernand western provi,u.es) .s„pporti4 themselvts y

and enormities committed by these parties, the fewrema.n,ng whites had no „,eans of salet l^ttrpurchasing the protection of Toussaint: and thJan extraordinary revoh,t,on had taken
, hoc

_"
the very cluef whose original intent was he toVd

iLv XT' 7'V">- •-— t"eir defender
FMHt.Lior. the southern province w<»r.^

01 wh.ch made p.rat.cal excursions at sea incanoes, and captured »a„y small vessels oh

tZroT^
J^-Saisb, which were found n'aS

coast. On these occa.,joi>s, the savat-es put aM (hewh.te seamen to instant death ; b^t Xre „ „

can led away with t!iem in a state of cantivit.:
or purposes which perhaps made them eiuy tmore unmed.ate fate of the murdered soamerIt must not be omitted, however, that Ri4 -ipub ,shed an indignant proclamation ag.ain7t S «pirates, and hanged up all such of tl^m a^ we -e

apprehended under it.

Sucn was tiie state of afiairs in St. Domino^o«U.nng the atter part of ,795, and the wTK"'ho year, ,796 and ,797, until the mort'r'mnon. the British forces was so great as in 1 2oeave no alternative to the sadlrvLrrsb

2::,!:rr„!r"„'.^f.,*r^l-'--'-vit«;ifvvL
id defeat

hc22dorAprili798,therefore. Brio-ad

Maitland.
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11

Maitland, ( who in consequence ofGeneralWhyte'i

return to Europe, and Ihe death of General Nes-

bit in his voyage outwards, had succeeded to the

chief command) came to tlie resolution of eva-

cuating the towns of Port au Prince and St.

MarC:, with their respective dependencies, toge-

ther with the parish of Arcahaye ; a measure

which, by a judicious negociation with Toussaint,

he happiljT effected without kiSs, and withdrevi^

with the troops to Mole St. Nicholas.

The whole number of white tioops, English

and foreign, at this period in tha British service,

under General Maitland's command, did not ex-

ceed 2,500, including even the sick and convales-

cent. Of the British, not more than 1,100 were

left alive. Part of these held possession of Grand

Ance under Brigadier General Spencer, the re-

mainder embarked with General Maitland for the

Mole.

The great importance of the post at Mole St.

Nicholas, to which our troops now retreated, has

been pointed out on a former occasion;* but it was

also remarked that the fortifications there, how-

ever defensive they might prove in the case of a

maritime attack (for which alone they were con-

structed), could not easily he maintained against

an attempt on the side of the land, being com-

pletely commanded by the hills adjacent. This

circumstance could not possibly have escaped Ge-

\neral Maitland's notice; for the same observation

Occurred to myself, and must have occurnd to

evdVy other man who has visited the place. Very

* Historical Sun'ey of St. Domingo, p. 140,

serious
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•erious apprehensions must therefore have be^n
felt, that the British forces wouUl, at no distant

- period, be compelled to abandon this post, as thev
had abandoned the others.

It is probable, that considerations of this nature
induced Geaeral Maitland to form the design of
repossessina; the no less important post of Cape Ti-
buron

; which, as the reader has already been told
was taken from the BniMi bj a force under Ri-
gaud, on the 25th of December 1794. It was
thought that, with the neighbouring port of Je-
remie, and the baj of Irois, alrcadj in our posses-
sion, the capture of Tiburon would not only com-
mand the district of Grand Ance, and secure the
navigation of the windward passage, equally with
the Mole St. Nicholas, but aftbrd also, i„ a very
considerable degree, protection to Jamaica, in case
the enemj should meditate attempts on the coasts
of that island. At the same time, it was not in-
tended, I presume, to evacuate the Mole, but un-
der circumstances of imperious necessity.

In the beginning of June 1798, such of the
troops as could be spared for the intended expedi-
tion against Tiburon, assembled in the bay of Irois.
The iirst brigade w:is commanded by Colonels
Spencer and Grant, and the second by Colonel
Stuart; a third brigade, under the command of
Colonel Dessource, consisting of colonial troops,
moved forwards by land on tiie 11th; the other
brigades embarked, at the same time, in the squa-
dron appointed to co-operale with them, consist-
ing of the York, Adventure, Tourterellc, Rafter,
^iid Drake, under the command of Captain Fcfricr!

3 So
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So far the whole business seems to have been
judiciously concV.^ted, and to have promised a
successful termination ; but the issues of war are
in the hands of the Almighty. Ov*^ing to the
prevalence of strong south-easterly winds, it was
found impossible, after many unavailing attempts
for that purpose, to eilbct a landing of the troops

;

and the General, not from the resistance of the
enemy, but from the rage .)f the elements, was
ultimately obliged to relinquish the attack, and
return with the toops io Mole St. Nicholas.

The failure of this attempt on Tiburon, was
soon afterwards followed by a design of the ene-
my on the Mole itself Towards the summit
of one of the hills commanding the fort, the
Britisli had established a post of 60 men, chiefly

colonial troops. On the 21st of July this post
was attacked by a horde of brigands, and (to the
great astonishment of the garrison below) was
carried, without much resistance, the major part
of the detachment stationed tliere having deserted
to the enemy. The few British among them,
however, by keeping up a well-directed retreating
fire, reached the garrison in safety.

But the triumph of the brigands on this occa-
sion was of short duration ; for the mortars of the
garrison having been brought to play against the
spot, the enemy was soon driven fVom the post,
and a detachment of British, under Colonel

^
Stewart, again took possession of it.

A MOKE daring attempt however was made,
§lioui the saxiie limi*, at another pott called the

Gorges
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Oorge
;
where the brigands appeared in great

torce
;
and although by the gallantry and ffood

conduct of the troops sent against them, they
were finally repulsed, their defeat was not effected
without an obstinate resistance on their part, and
considerable loss on ours.

It >vas now evident to every man, that, unlea*
possession could be obtained of the surrounding
hills, and a chain of strong posts, with lines of
great extent, established on their summits, it was
not withm the reach of human skill, or human
courage, to preserve the garrison itself from de-
struction, in the event of a still more formidable
attack from the enemy, of which the garrison wag
in hourly expectation.

For the erection of such works and defences.
General Maitland, whatever might have been his
wishes, certainly did not possess the necessary
means

; neither had he troops enough to man
Ihenri, even if the means had been within his
^each.

It is plain, therefore, that no sort of alternative
remained to General Maitland on this occasion,
but to consider of a speedy and secure retreat for
the wreck of his worn-out veterans, and to aban-
don for ever a country which, after five bloody
years of hopeless warfare within its borders, has
furnished its invaders with just space enough, and
no more, for the graves of about 20,000 brave
soldiers and seamen

; sacrificed to the vain project
ot seizing on a territory, which, after obtaininff
n, we must have newly peopled, to render it pro-
#iictive

!

^

Su<*u
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Such a retreat General Maitlaiid, in the month
of October IvyS, happilj eflected*. Of the means
by which it was accomplished, and the arrange^
mcnts which it is believed were made, about the
Bumelime, with the nog:ro chief Toussaint, for the
future safety of t!ic British trade, and the security
of the British possessions in this part of the world,
I can give no certain iaformation to my readers'
On those points the king's ministers have hitherto
\vithheld all manner of communication. Enough
is known however, ( and more than enough ) to de-
monstrate to every unprejudiced mind, that the
final evacuation of most parts of St, Domingo
was not a matter of mere prudence and discretion'
but of absolute and uncontroulable necessity. To
liave attempted the further prosecution of oilensive
>\ar in this devoted country, ( after such experience
as live years had already furnished ) would have

argued,

* The troops at the Mole and those at the Grand Ance under
Colonel Spencer, were removed to Jamaica. Tiiey did not
amount all together to one thousand. The negro regiments em-
bfxlied by General Williamson were disbanded, and the men
left to dispose of themselves as they thought proper. This mea-
sure was, I believe, unavoidable

; nevertlieless, it was a mortify- -

ing circumstance to behold this fine body of men turned adrift,
and compelled by necessity to join the enemy. Iney wera
purchased originally at a prodigious expence; had been trained
up to arms with surprising success ; were proud of their cha-
racter as soldiers

; and, without doubt, when kept in constant
employment, were troops the best suited of any in the world
for the country and climate. Whether any great depcndenc«
might be placed on the proper subordination and loyally of
such a body of men in time of peace, oron their fidelity in time
of war, wilh people of their own cast, (and in cases m here no
white troops could be brought to co-operate with liiem) I wii
»ot venture to decide.
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argued, not merely an unwarrantable excess of
mistaken zeal in tlie minds of its conductors, but
the pitiable and impotent rage of incurable in-
sanity !

And thus terminated this most disastrous en-
terprize against St. Domingo. Nevertheless,
areadtul as the consequences of it have proved Iam persuaded that no human being was ever actu-
ated, on any occasion, by motives more pure and
patriotic, thaii was General Williamson on this
t^ertauily it was on his recommendation and ad-
vice that the project was originally adopted by -o-
vernment; and if, in this case, he c.icd in hisjudgment, concerning persons and circumstances
even his errors proceeded from his virtues Un-
suspicious in his nature, and incapable of decep-
tion himself, he mistrusted not the fraudulent
views and arrogant pretensions of others. Here
indeed he failed. It was his misfortune to plnce
too great reliar.ce on the venal and unfounded as-
surances of a few adventurers from St. Domine-o •

men who had neither property nor considerationm that island, nor any sort of authority from the
resident planters, to invite a British invasion Itwas this ill-placed confidence that induced Ge-
neral Hilhamson to recommend the n^easure to
the king s ministers

; and afterwards, on receiviiiff
their sanction, to undertake the conduct of it
hnnself, vvith means so infinitely disproportioned
to the end, that disappointment and discomfiture
were Its necessary and natural consequences ! Letme add. at the same time, that instead of procur-
ing any pecuniary advantage to himself, General

VViiiiamson
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VVillinmsoii injured his private fortune, in tlie pro*
sceution of tliis very >^ervic3. His health was the
satrifice, and poverty his rmvard !

Tin: history of this unfortunal" expcrimrnt will
hereafter, it is hoped, furnish a profitable lesion to
men in power. They may learn frotn it the ex-
treme danger of giving a willing ear, in time of
war, to the representations of designing forei«ni-
crs, concerning the disposition and principles^'of
the great body of thc'ir countrymen ; and the state
of the country from which (whether unjustly or
not is nothing to the purpose) they have proba-
bly been driven. To expect a fair and impartial
report from such men, in such a case, were tosup-
pcse that the human mind has clianged its charac-
ter. This unhappy credulity has been a distin-
guished feature in the conduct of ihe present war,
and the case of St. Domingo affords a melancholy
proof of its eHects.

TiiE account which I have given will likewise
furnish additional confirmation tothe cases already
recorded in history, demonstrating the fatal folly
of prosecuting aggressive war, for the acquisition
ofterritory, in the climate ofthe West Indies. The
dreadful expenceof human life in such enterprizes,
is beyond all the compensation that the most splen-
did victory can afford. The hand of Omnipotence,
is uplifted against the measure, and no one nation
on earth has ever made the attempt, without having
had occasion afterwards to lament its commence-
ment, and to deplore its consequences* !

* " In these adventures," observes Mr. Burke, "
it is not an

fiiicvny v'c have to vanciuish, but a cemetery to acquire. la

* carryiu^
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Such are the reflections and observations which
have occurred to me on this painful topick. With
a few remarks of a less frumral, but, perhaps, of no
less mteresting a nature, I shall quit the subject

So long- as the two great parties which now exist
in St. Domingo, shall continue the prosecution of
civil warfare against each other, there is not, I
suppose, much danger to be apprehended that
either of them will have leisure to make many de-
predations on the British shipping trading in that
part of the world, or any very serious attempts on
the coasts of the neighbouring islands. This state
of things cannot, however, be of extensive dura^
lion. The war is of too violent a nature to last

many

carrying on war in the West Indies, the hostile sword is merci-
ful

:

the country itself is tlie dreadful enemy :—tlicre the Euro
pean conqueror finds a cruel defeat in the very fruils of his suc-
cess. Every advantage is but a new demand for recruits to tlieWest Ind.an grave." Let us hear also on this subject the poet
or the Seasons

:

•* r

" Then wasteful forth
JValks the dire Power of Pestilent Disease

;

Sick nature blasting ; and to heartless woe
Andfeeble desolation, casting down
The towering hopes, and all )he pride of man

!

Such as of late at Carthtigena quenched
The Britishfre.—

- Gallant Vernen fat»

429

The miserable scene.

Heard nightly plung'd amid the sullen waves
Thefrequent corse!"

Tuomsox.
_

This miserable scene, however, has been frequently repeated
.ince the siege of Carthagena. It was exhibited at the iLan-
nah m 17O2

;
at the river St. Juan, and lately in the Windward

^^nds;b.u nowhere I hlicye uith g!eatcr furce and eii.ctmm m ot. Domingo.
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many years
; and it is probable the first general

conflict will decide the fate of one of the two con-
tending- factions.

By the last accounts, Toussaint appears to have
at present the superiority. Mis army is undoubt-
edly more numerous than that of Iligaud ; but I
suspect it is worse appointed and provided. The
Mulattoes too have inhnitcly the advantage of the
blacks in point of jveneral knowledge and military
discipline. Iligaud himself is a man of sagacity
and experience

; but above all, there is this cir-

cumstaiicc atfending the Mulattocs, (which I
think must ultimately turn the scale in their fa-

vour ), that they have no possibility of retreat, and
are well assured they must either subdue their ene-
mies, or jjcrish thcvhsclvcs to a man. My opinion
therefore is, that the Mulattoes will finally become
masters of all the sea coast, and the cultivatablo
parts of the country ; and the fugitive negroes
seek a refuge in the mouiUainous and interior dis-
tricts. If such shall be the termination of the
present civil contest in St. Domingo, the island of
Jamaica must have a vigilant eye to its own safety.

Its trade, both outwards and Iiomewards, will be
exposed to capture ; and such devastation may be
spread over the windward parishes by hordes of
banditti, coming thither in open canoes from the
southein parts of St. Domingo, as may destroy the
labour of years, before the squadron at Port Iloyal
can give the smallest assistance to the inhabitants.

Of this impending danger to Jamaica, the British

government is without doubt sufficiently apprized,

and I belie\e tlnit measiUics are in contemplation
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avert tlie tlircatcnod evil. I n> ill vcii-
tiire however to pronounce, from circnrnstances
^vltl.,,l ,ny own knowledge, that nothin- euu
auord solid and permaiienl secnrit,. to Jamaica.
ty^t tranquUiity at hon.e. Let peaee he re-e.tab-
lished hetween England and France, and all an-
prehensions from St. Domingo will vanish. The
Mulattoes having, after a long and bloody strug-
gle, established their claim to all the riohts of
l^rench citizens, have now nothing to desire but
to be considered and acknowledged as faithful sub-
jects of France

: and if the French government,
whatever form it may hereafter assume, entertains
the most distant hope of restoring, in any decree
order and subordination in the country, and of de-
riving any advantage from it as a colony, it will
receiv^ them as such, and avail itself of their ser-
vices m suppressing the remains of revolt and re-
bellion throughout the island. Peace, therefore
between England and France, will convert the
Mulattoes of St. Domingo, lYom formidable ene-
mies, into harmless and inoffensive neighbours to
the British West Indies ; for it will not then b«
any longer the business of our fleets and armies
to heighten and extend the miseries ofwar on this
theatre of bloodshed, and thus invite retaliation
on our own possessions. If indeed Great Britain
judges rightly, she will consider the restoration of
6rder m St. Domingo, as the only certain pledge
of future security to her West Indian colonies

4.V
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WAR I>f THE WEST INDIES,
tROM ITS COMMENCEMENT IN FEBIIUARV 1793

Hi

Chapter i.

Prcllminari/ Ohscnrntliw^ —r.

'0 have observed oZ itZltt^T'''' -^
Europe arc engaged, f™™ ZZZe^ZT ' "-'^
>vifh each other thn«^ . i

*^^ *" ^^*'^' ^»"°«-

Jl.i.l.o.- the co„,bata„ts epa. . t tTuT'"'''''"'-decide tlicir differeiiees • «nH i
" "''''"''' '»

ers, who are neve (t 'cause It ""r"''.P'''"*-
ti>n8 of the contest

!

' "
"'"'"^'^ *'"« ^'=-

When at the pacifieatior, of 1763 ti,„ ., •

Of Great Britain aud France .0 *..V_^:/''f/ ''""^

\ 01. Ill ""= ">;'"rai islands' FT „
©f
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i ili

vations.

i

CMAP. of St. Lucia^ Tobago, St, Vincent, and Dominica,

v..,,,-^^,-,,.^ were adjusted by a division of the spoil, many
Preiimina- circumstanccs concurred to induce a hopn, that
ry Obser-

^ _ • • » ^ •
i

the contending parties would remain satisfied with

their booty, and not hastily involve the world

again in devastation and bloodshed. One of the

causes of former contests between France and

England (the claim to those islands) having been

removed, there was certainly reason to suppose

that the remembrance of recent calamities, the

pressure of poverty, and the various other dis-

tresses which the war had brought on all the belli-

gerent powers, were circumstances highly favour-

able to a continuance of the peace. The short

experience often years proved the fallacy of this

expectation. The martial spirit of Great Britain

sickened for employment; and pretences being

wanting for directing it towards her ancient ene-

mies, it was turned, in an evil hour, against her

own subjects in North America. Wise men fore-

saw and predicted, that the restless and intriguing

genius of France w ould not allow that kingdom

to continue an indifferent spectator of such aeon-

test. Accordingly, in the year 1778, she rushed

into another war with England, without even af-

fecting to have sustained the shadow of provoca-

tion ; and the consequence of her injustice, and

our insanity, was the loss not only of those of the

sugar islands, which had been assigned to us in

1763, but of almost all the rest; the dismember-

ment of the empire, and a combination of dangers

from which, at one moment, death seemed our

only refuge.

Of
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na'''

and the.r restoration to Great Britain at the peace >^i^
"' nod, I have sufficiently treated elsewhere ^'''''"i<^

Amenea alone derived advantage from the contest ™SrAs the French had engaged in the vv«r without
provocation, so they retired from the field, notonly without benefit, but with manifest loss Thev
contracted an enormous debt, to the payment ofwhich their ordinary revenues were inadequate •

and perhaps to this circumstance, more than to an^

hiT'r ?""." "' "''''' ''""''"' government must
immediately be attributed. So true is the obser-
vation of our great dramatic poet ( and it is eouallv
applicable to nations and to individuals

J tliat

Even-hnncleil justice

Comn,entk eh" ingredients of our poison'd chaiice
Xo our own lips. „

' !>a»KSPEAEE.

To a pi,ii„,op,,^^_ speculating in his closet itmight seetT, that such an event could not fai tooperate both as a terrible example, and a profit!
able lesson, to the nations of the earth ; but above
all, to those few envied states who have everything to lose, and nothing- to gain, by a change inhe r situation. Posterity will either mourn1,ver
that page of our history, or doubt its fidelity

uie year 1 /y^, the government of Great ISritain
(too proud to learn wisdom from the misfortunes
of others adopted towards France the same i„-
iatuated line of conduct, which, a few years be-
fore, the French government, nearly under II,e«ame circumstances, had pursued towards Gicat

^''^
Britain,
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CHAP. Britain. Our conduct was similar ; may the mercy
of Divine Providence avert from us a, similar issue

!

February
I7y3.

Ir-

WAR being thus renewed ( first proclaimed, I

admit, on ihe part of France, but provoked un-
doubtedly by the rash counsels and imperious Ian

guage of the British administration ) , the West
Indies became, as usual, the scene of military en-

terprize ; and Great Britain had the advantage ( if

an advantage it might be called) of making the

first onset. On the 10th of February 1793, a few
days only after notice had been received of the
French declaration of war, directions were trans-

mitted to Major General Cuyler, the commander
in chief of the British troops in the Windward
Islands, and to Sir John Laforey, who commanded
in the naval department, to attempt the reduction

of Tobago. As most of the proprietors in that

island were English, it was supposed that an Eng-
lish armament would be favourably received by
the inhabitants ; and the event justified this ex-

pectation. The island surrendered, without any-

great struggle, on the ITtli of April.

Of the territory thus re-annexed to the British

dominion, I shall give the best account I am able
to collect in a subsequent chapter. At present, I

am unwilling to interrupt the narrative of mili-

tary transactions, by disquisitions either on its past

history, or its present importance; and shall,

therefore, proceed to the next attempt of the Bri-
tish forces in this part of the world, which I am
sorry to observe had a less favourable termination.

It was an attack on Martinico ; an enterprize

11 of

te

ir
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of great magnitude
; for the labours and ingenuity chap.

of man had co-operated with the hand of nature '
in renderuig that island one of the strongest coun-
tnes in the world. In 1759. it had successfully
ix^sisted a formidable British armament of ten
ships ofthe line, besides frigates and bomb ketches

though the island surrendered, three years after-wards to a much superior force, jet^the gallantand vigorous resistance which the garrison wasenabled to make on that occasion, for upwards of
three weeks, ought surely to have induced ^reat
caution and consideration, with regard to future
expeditions against a country so amply provided,
both by nature and art, with the means of defence

In the present conjuncture, the whole of the
British force in the Windward Islands was known ^

and allowed to be, of itself, vastly inadequate to
the object ,n view

; but such representations had
been spread throughout the army, concerning the
disaffection of the greater part of the inhabitants
ot all the French islands towards the republican
government, recently e^stablished on the ruins of
their monarchy, as to create a very general belief,
that the appearance of a British armament before
the capital of Martinico would alone produce an
immediate surrender. General Bruce, on whom
the chief command of our troops had devolved in
the interim, was indeed assured, by a deputation
trom the principal planters of the island, that
a body of 800 regular troops would be more

Ihan sufficient to overcome all possible resistance -
These represeiitaticiis (as the General himself

informed

i

* 1
1 1

1

u
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informed the kins^'s ministers) induced him, in
conjunction ^vitIl Admiral Gardner, to undertake
the expedition ; and the land forces having been
embarked in the ships of war, the armament arrived
off Cape Navire on the 11th of June 1793. On
the 16th the British troops, in number eleven
hundred, made good their landing ; and having
been joined by a body of about eight hundred
French royalists, took possession of a very strong
post within five miles of St. Pierre, it being the
General's intention to attack the two forts which
defended that town. The plan however did not
succeed, and I regret that I am unable to furnish
a satisfactory account of the causes of its failure.
Whatever information might have been contained
m the dispatches from the commander in chief to
government, all that has been communicated to
the public lies in a narrow compass, and I shall
repeat the substantial part in the General's own
words

:
- The morning of the 18th (he observes)

'' was the time fixed for the attack, and we were
'• to move forward in two columns, the one con^
^' sisting of the British troops, the other of the
''French Royalists; and for this purpose, the
'' troops were put in motion before day-break ;
'M)iit unfortunately, some alarm having taken

^^

place amongst the royalists, they began, in a
'' mistake, firing on one another; and their com-
'^ mander being severely wounded on the occasion,

^'
his troops were disconcerted, and instantly re-

^' tired to the post from which they had marched."
'' This conduct (continues the General) strongly
!' proved that no dependance could be placed on

" the
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*' the royalists, and tliat the attack against St.
*' Pierre must have been carried on solely by the
'' British troops, to which their numbers were not

equal. They were therefore ordered to return
to their former posts, from whence they re-em-
barked," &c.

This is the whole, or nearly the whole, of what
the British administration thought proper to fur-
nish for the gratification of the public curiosity,
concerning the conduct and failure of this unfor-
tunate expedition; and indeed it is sufficient to
demonstrate, that the strong assurances which had
been given, and the sanguine expectations which
had been formed, of support and assistance from
the greater part of the French inhabitants, con-
sisting in the whole of upwards of 10,000 whites,
were not justified by the event. It reflects there-
fore great honour on the liberal and humane dis-
position of the British commanders, that they did
not suffer the disappointment, which they must
have felt on this occasion, to operate to the disad-
vantage of those of the French planters, by whom
such assurances were held forth, and who, though
mistaken as to their countrymen, manifested the
sincerity of their own professions by their subse-
quent conduct. '' As they would certainly have
'' fallen victims," observes General Bruce, " to
''the implacable malignity of the republican
" party, as soon as we quitted the island, it be-
'' came in a manner incumbent on us, in support
" of the national character, to use our utmost ex-
" ertions to bring these unhappy people from the
'' shore

; and although the necessity of impressing
'' such

439
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such vessels as could be found, and the pur-chasmg provisions from the merchant vessels,
«.l incur a great expence, I have nevertl.eles
ventured upon it trusting for my justification

" ed hi fT".' l"**
'"""''"•' disposition exhibit-

ed by the B„t,sh nation on similar occasions.We were therefore employed in embarking these
people, from the 19th to the 31st," &c &c
Notwithstanding this discouraging account,

the British mmisters, on receiving intelligence of
General Bruce s miscarriage, considered themselves
imperiously called upon to vindicate the honour
of the English arras, by enferprizes of greater
jnagnitude in the same quarter. They resolved

send thither forthwith, such an armament, as
in addition to the British force already in the Wes

«ue 7'of m"."^
™'!'"'"* "«*»»'/f-«''econ:

quc»t of Maitinico, but even " to dislodge the

„ '"?VT ^'^'y ""« of «'«"• possessions in that
I^irt of the world." Such was their declaration
iHE necessity of dispatching to that part of thekings dominions a considerable reinforcement

could not indeed admit of doubt or delay Thl
preservation of many of our sugar islands, ren-
aeied such a measure indispensable; but the ques-
tion whether it was consLsfent with prudence andgood policy to prosecute oiTensive var in that
quarter rather than confine our attention solelv
to the uelen.e of the British territories there in
solves in It many great and weighty consideiati'onsA lew renections whidi have occurred to me on
this head will be found towards the conclusion ofmy narrative.

S'jcii,
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the French in H-lw , .
^ possessions of

attempt the conque!t of >. n^T
""'' """" *°

a" of them unmole ted " P '
*" *" ^''"^

quainted with thett. . '^
"""' "''" '^ ''«-

and BritisT oini" i^lifr^'T" f"" '''«"'•'

tionofcach andth,i, ffi v'
"'^'"ds, the condi-

It must likewise be admiHorl ih .
" ^'"'"-

«ons which the nunistl""
'1 ^ ^17"-

consequence of (his dcternii.nf.n.,
"' '"

to the magnitude and c^™;': rirlT"£'
clers were issued for fl,« • j" views. Or-

of fourteen ^IZnTorZ r"^
embarkation

"ear eleven th^u" d men a'flJ't
"'"'^""^' "''

four first-rate shins „f w / composed ofi LUC snips ot War and nine frio-qt„,, i.„
^'dcs sloops, bo„.b-ketchcs, and trLs^trts
appointed to convey them f-. .1

""'1'""*' "'as

a-d act in conjunXn:
t 't r'L^^rr

l.ossiblc doubt miffht arise in,. ,
"* ""

'-eerni„,tl.eJ„l.il:;:,"L;:n'',Sr
Jinnanicut to its monpr . !

• . !
'' ^^^^^

P.aced under «-Jre;io: Tf^w'V;:"
""'l

'

'!-t,ngn,shed officers which any L or nSlnTproduced
;
the chief comn.and b:. .! a"^ "d t^o

and the naval deparCnont to vice-admiral Sir Jo";
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Jekvis. Neither must it pass unobserved, in jus-
tice to the different public offices of this king-
dom, that the whole was ready for its departure in

less than three months after the receipt of General
Brace's dispatches.

How much it is to be lamented that this great
and decisive plan was not persisted in to the last,

the circumstances which I shall hereafter record,
^ill mournful Ij' demonstrate. It is with pain I

folate, that a few days only before Sir Charles
Grey expected to sail, a new arrangement was
Eiads, by which no less than 4,600 of the troops
that had been placed under his orders, were de-
lached from ilie rest, and employed on another
service ; the ministers apologizing to the General,
hy intiiiiaiing that it was not expected of him to

accomplish all the objects for which the more ex-
teii!iive armament had been judged necessary.

Altholgh it cannot easily be supposed that this

unexpected diminution of his army, any more than
the apology which was made for it (by which it

was evident th^t the original plan was abandoned
ly government), could be matter of satisfaction

to tlic commander in chief, yet he silently ac-

€jiiiescwl in the measure ; and, as the secretary of
s^tatc afterwards very honourably and handsomelv
observed in the House of Commons, " did never-
" theless complete all the conquests which were
" in contemplation before any reduction of his
*' force had (aken place."

TuE reader's first impression therefore will na-
turally be, tliat, although a less force was actually

employed than was allotted for this expedition,

the
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*he deficiency was .abundantly supplied by the chap
spirit and energy of the army and navy, and the »•

wisdom and decision of the commanders ; that
the objects in view being fully obtained, though
with less means than were at first suggested, the
original system was in truth carried into f\ill
efl'ect; and of course the reduction of the army,
justified by subsequent events.

How far this reasoning can be supported, the
sequel will shew. I shall proceed in the next
chapter with a detail of military transactions inme order they occurred.

«

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.*

Sir Cliarks Grey arrives nt Barbadocs, and sailsfor
the Attack of Martinico.-^Proceedings of the

Arimj and Kavijy until the Surrender of that

Island.

i I

January

CHAP. On the 2Gth of November 1793, tlie armament,

reduced us was stated in the latter part of the pre-

ceding cliapter, sailed from St. Helen's, and on
the ()th of January 1794, the squadron cast an-

chor in Carlisle Bay, in the island of Barbadoes

:

it was afterwards r(;inforced by the Asia, of 64
guns, and some additional frigates.

After a month's stay at Karbadoes (an interval

whii'h was usefully employed in preparing gun-

boats, in training tlie seamen for land service, and

jn attendance on the sick) the squadron sailed for

the attack of Martiiiico ; having on board, of land

* It is proper to ob.ser\e, that most of what is related in this

chapter, concerning the pnx eedings of the army and navy, in

the attack and concjuest of Marlinico, is copied from tne public

dispatches of the respective commanders. The few particulars

which I have interwoven in some places, and added in others,

are derived partly from the comprehensive and circumstantial

account which was published by the Rev. Cooper Willyams

;

and partly from private communications from officers who were

in actual service in this campaign. I have arranged the whole

aficr my own manner, in the view (as I hoped) of giving the

detail greater clearness and perspicuity, than can be expected

from dispatches ^\'ritten cominouly in great haste on the spur of

the moment.

forces
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rZt' ^']l''^'''^''''S
a detaclmient of negro dragoons ) chap.

i>Afn;} clTvciivc men. i'.

On Wednesday, the 5th of February, the fleet
'^^^

approached the south-eastern coast of that island,
'''''

and the General (having previously made the ne-
cessary arrangements with Sir John Jervis) divided
the army into three detachments, with a view to
land them at three separate and distinct quarters
These were GalHon Bay on the northern coast,
Case de Navires nearly opposite, on the south,
and Trois Rivieres towards the south-east. The
first detachment was commanded by Major Ge-
neral Dundas, the second by Colonel Sir Charles
Gordon, and the third by the General himself,
assisted by Lieutenant General Prescott. Tiie
measure was well concerted; for, by induciiio-
the enemy to divide his force, it enabled the Bri*"-
tisli to eflect their landing at each place, with very
little loss.

-^

On tlie evening of the same day. Major Gene-
ral Dundas, with his detachment, escorted by Com--
modore. Thompson and his division, arrived olT the
bay of Gallion

: Capt. Faulkner in the Zebra led
and immediately drove the enemy from a batterv
on Point a'Chaux. The troops then disembarked
without further opposition, about three miles from
the town of Trinite, and halted for the night
^Early the next morning they began their march
but were somewhat annoyed in their progress by
a fire of musketry from the cane-fields, where a
body of the enemy lay concealed. The aim of
the Major General was to take Morne Le Brnn,
a strong post, situated on an eminence immedi-

ately

tiHJ
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ately over the town. This he happily cfTcctcd;

and instantly detaching Lieutenant Colonel Crad-

dnck with the sccojid battalion of grenadiers, and
Major Evatt with three companies of light-in-

fantry, to attack Trinite Fort, the enemy fled,

and our troops took possession of it, with the

cannon and stores. Commodore Thompson pos-

sessed himself at the same time of the vessels in the

harbour, but the town itself was destroyed by the

enemy ; for Bellegarde, the popular leader of the

Mulattoes, being obliged to evacuate a fort bear-

ing his own name, maliciously set fire to Trinite

as he retired, and the best part of the houses, with

a quantity of stores of all kinds, were consumed
by the flames.

On the evening ofthe 7th, Major General Dun-
das, leaving Major Skirrett and a party of ma-
rines to command at Trinite Fort, proceeded with

his brigade to Gros Morne, a situation of great

importance, commanding the principal pass be-

tween the northern and southern parts of the

island ; but although the fortifications were strong

and extensive, the Major General found the place

entirely evacuated, the enemy having retired at

his approach. Pushing forward again, the Major

General on the 9th, took possession of a strong

situation called Bruneau, about two leagues north

of Fort Bourbon, the enemy retreating as before.

From thence. Major General Dundas detached

Lieutenant Colonel Craddock with three compa-
nies of grenadiers to seize Fort Matilde, which

covered a good landing within two miles of his

left, and where the enemy appeared in consider-

able
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ablfc force
;
but on Liei.tc.iant Colone! Craddoc k's ch^p

appmach, tliey evacuated the place. Oltliis post
the Rritssh troops, beinp: reinforced with a com-
pany ol i,ncimdiers, lield quiit pos.es«ion that
nigbt, and the wliole of the ensuing^ day; but iu
the ,n-ht l)ctwcon tlic 10th and 11th. they were
attacked by 800 of the enemy, under the cnni-
"land of Belle^-arde, the Mulatto (Heneral Onr
troops were rather taken by surprize; but roco-

'

vcrin- themselves, the enemy was to(allv repulsed
aud compelled to take shelter in Fort" Bourbo,/
In this action Captain M'Ewen of the .38lh and
seven privates, were killed, and nineteen wounded

CoLONEL-Sir Charles Gordon, with the bnWde
"nder his command, was not able to make .^ood

Tnl ^''' "^^ ^'''''''''' ^^"t ontheimirn-
HigoftheSth he landed at Cape Pilotte; whenhnding that the enemy were masters of the -reatroad and the heights above it, he made a ciixuit
ous movement throu<.h the mountains, and as-cended until, by day-break of the 9ih, he had
gained, unmolested by the enemy, the most com-manding post in that part of the country: Co-
lonei Myers, descending from the heiohts, took
possession of La Cnapelle, and a post established
by the enemy above it. On Iiis return the column
proceeded through very difficult ground, to tho
heights ot Berne, above Ance La Haye; the ene-my keeping a constant fire in the meantime from
the batteries of St. Catlierine. Sir Charles Gor-don had now a position which gave him an easy
communication with the transports; when on the
l^th, observing that the battery and works at St.

Catherine^

'I

f

k.^'\

*
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crjAP. Cailirrine, and the posts which guarded the first

ravum, were abandoned by the enemy, he took
possession of them, while Colonel Myers, with
five companies of grenadiers, and the forty-third
regiment, crossed four ravines higher up, and
seized all the batteries by which they were de-
fended. The enemy now fled on every side, and

.
our troops were soon in possession of the five bat-
teries between Cas de Navires and Fort Royal.
They then proceeded and occupied the posts of
Gentilly, La Coste, and La Archet, within a league
of Fort Bourbon.

In the meanwhile, the commander in cliief,

with Lieutenant General Prescott, and that part
of the army which had landed at Trois Rivieres,
had marched from thence across a very difficult
country, to the river Salee, and entered the town
of the same name, situated on the banks of the
river. On the march. Brigadier General Whyte
was detached with the second battalion of light-
infantry, to force the batteries of Cape Solomon
and Point a Burgos, in order to obtain ])osses-

sion of Islet aux Ramieres, or Pigeon Island, an
important object, the attainment of which was
necessary to enable our ships to get into the har-
bour of Fort Royal. Those batteries were ac-
cordingly stormed, and the Brigadier General be-
ing reinforced with a detachment of Royal and
Irish artillery, and 200 seamen, sent Colonel Symes
with the seamen, and two companies of the 15th
regiment, to ascend the heights, and take pos-
session of Mount Matharine, which commanded
Pigeon Island at the distance of 400 yards. Thi^

Mas
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was happily accomplished on the <m, .«a u ..
ries erected on i> T. " "° *"* ^O' »nd batte- chap.

the nio-hf fl\^.^ "^"^ completed durine "'

andLisr™ ""r"' '"«' '" "«" po'-tS

tion of r ! « "'" "=?' "P' ""der the direc-tion of Capt. Pratt of the Irish artillery that7„

The Islet aux Ramieres, or Piffeon I«I,„H •

situated on the south side ofthe •^v^fp„^ » ' '

about two hundred yards fro^ iflTH
iept !i

' '?
""'' '"'"'=" ""='' inaccessible ex.

Ldde r, • '' ""'^' ^'"^"' «'« ""cent is bv .ladder, fi«d against a perpendicular wall 7„Hthe summit is 90 feet above the level of tl;
1"

a communication bv a rLin r ^ ''^^

nresl'arr '
'" '"" '"""' "^^ ''"'^P--%

Inconsequence of an arrangement for this en-"• "^
terpri^e.
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terprlze. Col. Symes, with three light companies,

and Major Maitland, with the nOth regiment, em-

barked on board a detachment of the squadron,

which were ordered for the bay of St. Pierre.

On the 14th the commander in chief moved for-

ward with his army to Bruneau, where he left

Major Gen. Dundas, and on the evening of the

same day the Major Gen. marched from thence

to Gros Morne with the 2d battalion of grena-

diers, the 33d and 40th light companies, and the

65th reo'iment. From Gros Morne he detached

Col. Campbell through the woods by Bois le Bne,

with the two light companies and the 65th regi-

ment, to the attack of Montigne, proceeding him-

self towards the heights of Capot and Callebasse,

from both which the enemy retired. From the

latter the Major Gen. had a distant view of Col,

Campbell's detachment, and the mortificatic i to

see them attacked by a great body of the enemy

strongly posted about half a mile short of Mon-
tigne. The Major Gen. immediately pushed for-

ward his advanced guard under the command of

the Hon. Capt. Ramsay, who, by extraordinary

exertions, came up with the enemy while engaged

with Col. Campbell's detachment, and silenced

their fire, but the Colonel himself had unfortu-

nately fallen early in the engagement. Capt.

Ramsay being joined by the second battalion of

grenadiers, now took possession of Montigne, and

the Major Gen. took post on Morne Rouge. The

same evening, the Major Gen. observing several

bodies of the enemy moving towards his front,

and forming under a small redoubt^ ordered four

companies
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complies of grenadiers to advance and « .n, iengagement ensued • !,. ^
"™n«e, and a smart chap.

brisk (ire fi.r ? ' n
^"""y ^^ «»™''ed by a "•

vt^- ''"t;,,^"™

t^"" fio'd-pieces on Morne Bell!

hour wll! th';
'""*'""*•* '"' '"«'"* h-'lf "»

ni.bt'at:itdThX:si:i r-^
^'^

v^ur army had now arrived wifli;« * i

of St. Pierre, fro™ whencrat dayl ^ 27loth, the enemv spnf n fl„ •

"reaK, on the

to consider :^r2^-:^:^^f^^neral returned for answer, that instead of tlf
fia^s he would allow then, only thr e hou^s r.'paving a company of grenadiers in n^' ^
^.^•ieu. h i^Ldii,^^^^^^^^

- -on. Colonel Symes. w'ith the tf'p
'

ndl"men who were to land w.+v. i,- i
,^ ^^*~

could land them witliout difficult? r„ *

"

•ng of the 16th. these vls^l" {'n ^"*^r'''^-
northpartofthebavTlL !r ^PP'^^'^''^'' the

.„„ • .
•'^' *"* ""'«'" men of warstan,!

Cat h"
'"'" *T '*'"" "'" «- of the e emy'Capt. Heryey. ,„ the Santa Margarita nerceivr„he troops were likely to be much ann y'edb ":fbatter.o. wuh heated shot, steered close under t"I

the I7»li i^.^ *

^""ui lour in the morning of

confl ct was -li an ^...i V .1
'^*^*^'^^' out the

'^^ ^>as at an end, ior the enemy seeing the
"" ^ ^

British
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British approach both by sea and by land, evacu-

ated the town, leaving; their colours flying, which
were immediately hauled dow^i, and the British

colours placed ia their room. By ten o'clock the

whole of Colonel Symes's detachment liad march-

ed into the town, and were soon afterwards jtoined

by General DuHdas and his army.

No injwry was done^ noF outrage offered, to the

inhabitants ; the women and children sat at their

doors to see the soldiers march in^ as peaceably and
cheerfully as the inhabitants of an English village

behold a regiment pass through their streets. One
instance only occurred, ofan attempt to^ pillage ;

for which tlu; offender was immediately bung up
by (he Provost Marshal, at the gate of the Jesuits'

College.

The town of St. Pierre being Ihus captured*,

and many important posts in different parts ofthe

country already in possession of the British troops,

it might have been supposed that the surrender of

the island was speedily to have followed ;. but so

great was the natural and artificial strength of the

country, and so obstinately was it defended on this

occasion by the inhabitants, that much remained

to be done before this event took place. The two

great forts of Bouirbon and Fort Royal (the

former commanded by Rochumbeau the Governor

* Lieut. Malcolm of the 41st grenadiers was appointed

Town Major, in consideration of his distinguished conduct and

active services at the head of a body of riflemen, which was

composed of two men selected from each company of the first

battalion of grenadiers* We shall liav€ occasion to mention this

ciUcev hereafter.

of
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of(he Island) vere still (o l)e«»qucred • and !

Bojner a s, uat.on eminently strorigand difficuKand defended by a larj-e body of the enemy u7d'tl e co™„,„.d of the mulatto General BdCrdeThe com„„a„der in chief, therefore, propSoattack th.s post from hi. camp at BrmLu ontl
.^lit ot (he ISth, and to depend for success solrJv

prize. Uellegarde himself, ^ithpart o 1 t

'""

.scen^d the heights, and attaS tt gITJ,!;icit. H s intention was, if possible, to cut uittLcommunication between 1le British In ,v !navy, Tho -lift^tr^^* t n ,

*'"^" a»*»y and

Th/r *''^^"*^"^Pt ^va.^bolL\ but it was n inous

Lieut rnl P t ^^ '"^ ""'^^''"^ ^'^'^ h's liiflit

'

J.I,witht.,e,s.and2dbatt£iS 5
*rj, to att»eU3ellegarde-scampo„,K ';
this seryice this detachment di.plaved sucif '

Iand impetuosity as pro,ed irresi ,ib e d ' of

'

^'<>a being taken of Bellesarde's ca^.n I,fca„.„„ were turned against him 'V c"""

rffsi'ing to be sent to No .1,
*"" '"^'"'^^'^

"f never servi
" 4" ''

^'"""^' "" -"di'ion
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CHAP, this request they were gratified. Their followers
were sent on hoard the king's ships as prisoners
of war.

From the 20th of Fehruary, Forts Bourbon and
Louis, with the town of Fort Rojal, were com-
pletely invested, and the General was busily em-
ployed in erecting batteries on his first parallel.

On the north-east side, the army under General
Prescott broke ground on the 25th of February,
and on the west side towards La Caste, fascine

batteries for mortars and cannon were erecting

with all possible expedition. Ln this business the
seamen eminently distinguished themselves ; and
the siege was carried on with unremitted exertion

by night and day ; the most perfect co-operation

prevailing between the army and navy ; the ex~
ertions of both being animated by the presence

and approbation of his Royal Highness Prince
Edward, who arrived from Quebec the 4th of
March, and taking the command of Sir Charles

Gordon's brigade, set an admirable example of
discipline and good conduct to the whole army, by
his behaviour, during the remainder of the cam-
paign. The advaiced batteries were at length

brought within five hundred yards of Fort Bour-
bon, and not more than two hundred from there-

doubt; when on the l?th of March, the General

concerted measures with the Admiral for a com-
bined assault, by the naval and land forces, upon
the fort and town of Fort Royal. Scaling lad-

ders being provided, and the necef?sary arrange-

ments settled, the ships destined for the service

took their stations on the morning of the 20th of

March.
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March. The Asia, and tlie Zebra sloop, with chap.
Captain Rog:ers, and a body of seamen in flat
boats (the whole under the command of Commo-
dore Thompson), composed the naval force; the
hind force consisted of the first battalion of gre-
nadiers, the first and third light infantry, with the
third grenadiers.

About 10 o'clock tho Asia and Zebra got under
way. The Zebra led in, towards the mouth of
the harbour, receiving the enemy's fire, without
returning a shot. The Asia had got within the
range of grape shot, when, to the surprize of the
whole fleet, she wore and made sail from the fort.
She stood in a second time, and agiin put about*
Now then it was that Captain Faulkner of the
Zebra acquired immortal honour; for perceiving
that he could not expect any assistance from the
Asia (a ship of the line) he determined to under-
take the service alone in his small sloop of 16
guns, and he executed this design with matchless
intrepidity and good conduct; for running the
Zebra close to the walls, and leaping overboard at
the head of his sloop's company, he scaled the
ramparts; and drove the enemy from the fort.
"No language of mine (says Admiral Jervis)
'' can express the merit of Capt. Fai Ikner on
" this occasion ; but as every man in the army
'' and squadron bears testimony to it, this incom-
" parable action cannot fail of being recorded in

* It is said that a French loyalist, named Tonreller, who ]iad
fm-nierly been lieutenant ofFort L(;ais, was enij^loyed bv Capt.
Brown as pilot on this occasion, and that this man, under pre-
sence of shoals, refused to carry the ship any farther.

" the
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"the page of history," Col. Symes, in the aame
triumphant moment, entered and took possession
of the town.

This signal success determined the fate of the
Island

; for General Rochambeau, perceiving that
all was lost, immediately sent a flag from Fort
Bourbon, offering to surrender on capitulation.
The terms were accordingly adjusted on the 23d,
and on the 25ih, the garrison, reduced to 900
men, marched out prisoners of war. To the gaU
lantry with which this fortress was defended. Ge-
neral Grey bore an honourable testimony, by ob-
serving, that " the Bkitish troops, on entering
" the place, could scarcely find an inch ofground
" which had not been touched by their shot or
" their shells."

Thus was achieved the conquest of Martinico,
with the loss on the part of the British of 71 men
killed, 193 wounded, and of three that were miss-
ing. The limits I have prescribed to myself will
not allow me to enumerate the particular merits
of all those gallant men, whose services, both by
sea and land, were conspicuous on this occasion.
History will not fail to record them, and above all
to give due honour to that zealous co-operation,
to that admirable spirit of unanimity and concord
between the sea and land service, which wore par-
ticularly observable during the whole siege ; and
for want of which, in other cases, both numbers
^nd courage have oftentimes proved unavailing.

^^t* immediately
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** Immediately on the surrender of the Uhr,.^ tha e n
.ng proclamation wa, issued in GenerrOr^iers ' ^ """

Parole, FORT GEORGE.

Field Officer, COLONEL COOTE.

Head Quarters, Fort Royal,
23th March 1794.

C.S. FORT EDWARD.

in chef, with hearHpU cof r .•
^"'"'^'" ^"e commander

-d never before <^LaTw^l-ZTT\t'''''''^'^-
'l.e soldier, (hroughou. thi ZZT^ ™H '.^

"" " f"'"' "*

M . do .,e. . ie »tro„,X;.r.t;C.;.° """"^
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CHAP. III.

Conquest of St. Lucia.— Description of Guada-

lonpc.—Proceedings against that Island.—Its

Surrender completes the Conquest of the French

West India Colonics.—Cause of the subsequent

Jievci\ses.—Mortality among the Hrilish.—Ar-

rival of a French Squadron with Troops at Gua-

daloupe.— Their Successes: followed bij the Re-

duction of the whole Island.—Inhuman Bar-

harity of Victor Hugues to the Roijalists.—Sir

C. Grey and Sir J. Jervis, succeeded by Sir J.

Vaughan and Admiral Caldwell.

CHAP. Victory having thus far crowned <he Bri-
III

tish arms, General Grey determined, without loss

of time> to persevere in his career of glory; where-

fore, leaving five regiments under the command of

General Prescott, for the protection of Martinico,

he and the brave Admiral proceeded, on the morn-

ing ofthe 3 1 st of March, to the attack of St. Lucia.

This island had not the means of a formidable de-

fence ; and on the 4th of April, his Royal High-

ness Prince Edward, after a fatiguing march of

fourteen hours from the landing place, hoisted the

British colours on its chief fortress Morne For-

tune ; the garrison, consisting of 300 men, having

surrendered on the same terms of capitulation as

those that had been granted to General Rocham-

beau. Ricard, the officer commuuding in St.

Luciaj desired and obtained permission, as Ro-

cLauibeau

Mareh
1794.
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•""' *» «""'"'' (- CHAP.^ouh Ame™a; but the ga.ri,„„s of both, of St J!Ll..na and Mart.nico, were sent to Fran.;io.,;e: ^^
uiately on their surrender*.

Crev'l*'"
'^"7'^"°" "' "•'' '^""•''' General

« >th doliuhments of artillery and engineers as a
^arr,so„ f„r St. Lucia, and a|,|,ointed\.irChari:

dTr.'
"'-' '''.'"' '"-'"'"•P"'« among thesol-dieis be,ng thus kept alive and encouraged, theGeneral turned hi, attention in the next place tathe large and fertile colony of Guadaloupe

It IS necessary the reader should be apprized i„tl .s place that Guadaloupe consists in fact TuZ
>^

ands, d.v.ded from each other by a narrow amof he,ea, called La Riviere Salee, (Salt Ri"r^

cr .and, ordiv.s.on, being called Grande Terreand the western, Basse Terre. Adjoining thetormer, .s a small island called Desirade, and near

open! Tl
""'" "''°"' "' '"'"'' ''''"'' '" --«''" '" «!.«

4^
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CjiAP. to the latter a cluster of little islands called Les
haiiiles. At some distance from these, towards

1704. the east, is another island called Marie Gallantc ;

all these were dependencies on Guadaloiipe, and
comprized in its government.
On Tuesday the 8th of April, such of the troops

as remained after the necessary garrisons for the
conquered islands were formed, cmbariied in trans-
ports, and the fleet sailed from the Way of Fort
Royal. A detaclimi^nt of the squadron having
been sent in the first plac e to attack the little

islands above mentioned, called Tx;s Saintcs, that
service was executed with much sj'irit and gal-
lantry by a party of seamen and marines ; and
about noon on the lOth, the Boyne and Veteran
cast anchor in the Bay of Point a Petre, in the
division of Grande Terre; a fresh wind and lee
current preventing many of the transports from
getting in until the day following.

Without waiting however for the arrival of all
the troops, the General eOectcd the landing of a
considerable detachment, with the addition of 5C0
marines, at Grosicr Bay, at one o'clock in the
morninr of the 1 1th, um.er cover of the Winchel-
sea man of war, the Captain of which. Lord Vis-
count Garlies, being the only person that was
wounded on the occasion. - He received a bad
''contusion (observes Admiral Jervis) from the
" tire of a battery against which he had placed his
'*ship,^ in the good old ivujj, within half musket
" shot." The battery however was soon silenced,
and early on the morning of the 12th, the Fort of
La Fieur d'Epee was carried b^ assault, and the

» rCiiiCc
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gre.<,rt part of the garrison p„t to (he sword,
tort St. Lou,,, the town „f Point . Petrc, andthe new haftCTy upon I,h.t a Cochon, being after-wards abandoned, and the inhabitant, flying in all

ctrir "'" "^'^'"" "' ^•""''•' '^"' -
The reduction of Basse Terre wa, effected the

Palmiste being carried by the gallantry of PrinceEdward and Col. Sy^e,, and fhat of kue.n „ ^

fL^T- ^'*". """'''"' *''« F'<^"^1' governor
(Collot m,„,ediately capitulate,!; surrfnderinffhe whole of Guadaloupe and all i„ dependence!
«o the kmg of Great Britain, on the same terras

Ind ir S^T**
*" «'"='"""''eau at Martinique.4nd Ricard at Luc.a. It is pleasing to add that

this conquest was happily effected with th; losson the part of *,,. iJritish of only seventeen ml
killed, and aoout fifty wounded*.

This gallant and successful enterprize completed

the M', St Indian Islands; and the primary viewsand declarations of the British ministers were thl
wonderfully, and I believe unexpectedly,Mby British energy and valour. Happy, if the.cene had shut at this period, and Tenviou.
cloud overcast the close of a campaign, the open-ing and progress of which had shone with >o
bright a. lustre in the eyes of all Earope •

•From a return found among General Collofs oaoerj i.^P^are. U,„. ^, „„„ber of French ,.op, U. oJ,U:^V^

4S»

17M.
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CHAP. But now it was that the measure of reducing
-.^v^^ the army at the outset of the expedition, began to
»794. manifest those unhappy consequences, which it

,was then predicted would ensue from it. In al-
lotting garrisons for the security of the several
islands which had surrendered, the deficiency of
troops for that purpose was at once obvious and
alarming. It was discovered that the mortality
had been so great (more from sickness, the never-
failing effect of extraordinary exertion in tropical
climates, than the sword of the enemy), as to hav&
reduced the ranks to nearly one-half their original
numbers

;
and of the troops which remained alive,

a very large proportion were so worn down by
unremitting fatigue, as to be rendered absolutely
incapable of efficient service. Unfortunately, the
numerous enterprizes in which the British forces
were engaged, and especially the fatal, and never
enough to be lamented, attempt on St. Domingo,
left it not in the power of the king's ministers to
send such a reinforcement to the Windward Islands
as the occasion required.

So early, however, as the 22d of March, four
regiments, consisting of 2,377 men, had sailed from
Cork for Barbadoes. They were intended indeed
for St. Domingo, but authority was given to Ge-
neral Sir Charles Grey to detain two of them, if
circumstances should render it necessary, to serve
under his own command in the Windward Islands.

These r('giments arrived at Baibadoes on the
5t!i of May, and the General detained the ei^ht
biitUiIion companies of the 35th, one of the four
reguucnts, but observing the c\<romo anxiety

which
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Which the Br.t,sh mmister expres«,d in his dis- chappatches for prosecuting the enterprise against St «LDom,ngo,and trusting- (as he writes) "that efl ^
fectual care would be taken at home to preventthe enemy m the conquered islands receivTn^
a^s^tance from Europe," he replaced those bat^tahon compan.es with eight flank companies

nisired .^
"''" '"'"^-

"f'"^
^»' *•>"' rather dimi.nished than augmented by the exchange *

From this period, the tide which had hithertoflowed with so rapid and prosperous a current!^!

gan

t^^enIe::%T^^^^ ^"^ *° ^---. and from

ing demonstration 0^2'
'"'^ "°^^""S can afford a more strike

^hfn .He acrur:^eMr^^^^^^^^^^^^
--'->

;ts arrival atthe place of its destinaTioa
'

'o; ^^ ^oT;*
°"

eight flank companies belonging lo the 22d Mil tl^ 1''41st regiments arrivpH .*• p .^ ' ^^"^' ^^^^»' a"d

;;

bar, „he.. landed, was Jt ^.i^SXt ^f^re"?"-" grenadier companies in mrtipnio. "^
"""^'^^Q- -Hie four

rri_ /.

.

'
'""TB, jij particular, "'erp nearlv ant^a,-! i iThe fngate in which they wore conveyed h^ ^ ^""'^^'^"ted.

;;

and .a„aica, anZ^ ll^SaS r^e^Tet'
™^°

q;.e« bue ,0 perish ,hen.eJvi .vi.hin the vallfj »" r"tal
!

So rapid was the mortalKv of the Rri,;.
P

" their arrival, that „„ less th™ ifm! '« ''""'''/™J'' "ft'^^r

" six hundred rank and fil.
^ ''"' """^ "P"'"* "f

" contest wi h ny othe":;:":
""

"T"'"'
''"*' ""'°'« "

H-toncal Survey of iit. Domingo, Chap. xi. p 1 74

<(
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«J^'- gan to run in a contrary direction. The «ickn6s«
which had for some time prevailed in the army,
was become exasperated to pestilence. The troops
8unk under it in great nuriibers, and among its
most distinguished victims, ^vas major general
Dundas, the governor of Guadaloupe. On the
4th of June the commander in chief (being at
that time with the admiral, inspecting the state of
St. Christopher's) received the melancholy ac-
count of this gallant officer's death, and early on
the morning ofthe 5th further intelligence arrived,
which rendered his loss at that juncture doubly
afflicting. This was nothing less than the very
unexpected information, that a French armament
of considerable force was, at that moment, off
PointaPetre!

On receipt of this irielligence, the admiral made
immediate sail for Guadaloupe, and arrived there
on the afternoon of the 7th, and having put the
commander in chief ashore at Basse Terre, he pro-
ceeded with the ships to Point a Pctre ; but found
that the enemy had not only made good their
landing, but had also forced Fort Fleur d'Epee
on the preceding day, and were actually in pos-
session of the town, and the forts by which it was
defended. They had likewise secured their ship-
ping at safe anchorage in the harbour. It was
now discovered that this armament consisted of
two <iigates, a corvette, two large ships armed en
jinte, and two other vessels ; having brought with
them 1500 regular troops*.

* This armament sailed from Rochfort on the 25th of April.

The
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The success of the French on*T •

' **^

the more suvpMn,: T^J "T"'"" ^"^ ^"'^'

than i„ either of f^l
P^PO't.on of British troops ^^

is asserte, h
"" "^""q^ewd islands • ifassei ted by a respectable author* whn - m . .his observations on the scene nf ' ^'••"=»"e<=ted

progress of the en^m
*'*"'"' that the

the miscoudS f ^LToWr^^**^ "^
then in the fort, a Tarfv

'

f t T"^ "•^""^t,

perhaps as to tht ^ -^ "^ (»isinformed

«ffered^he;.:r:trs:^onrb^^"^^^-^
marched out for thai „.

/^ """ *^^^^«'e^er«. and

-ndofcaptS:rcrofS.rbr-

out of ,40 return d to Fleurd'Er'*'?.-"'^
tain M'Dowall. The BW

^pee «,th Cap.

-iIorsfron,thetow„ofp5ntaPe;r;!r ""'

themselves into this fort «
"^re, had thrown

garrison. This ht e band ,"'r''T"'
"'"" *«

of Lieutenant Co.oi:,'^^^
tf^ 'CZ"'thud regiment, did all that «-all,„r "'* f°«r-

twice the, repulsed the ali, '

"b""^f '"lroyalists who remained inthelrt
^.''''^''^''"'^

-ai" hope of obtaining mtevtThr?^*^
» surrender, insisted alS .1

"^ T'™' ''^

should be thrown open TH *
*''" «"*«»

clone, than the enemv nnur H ?' "" ^'""'^^

-d the few surv rgX 'si, '". "" ''^^'

tha« 40 in number) were'b.o'^'r
^"°* ">"«

hest retreat the, ImV?:^:'^^"^^
«ncv. Cooper Will;™,. ,h,,,„,.^,^^,_^

puce
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place not being tenable after the loss of* Fleur

d'Epee^ was soon abandoned by them, and they

crossed over to Basse Terre*.

The commander in chief, the moment the

strength of the enemy was ascertained, had traus-

niitted orders to the commanders in the different

islands to send f om thence whatever force could

be spared ; and the legislature of St. Christopher,

immediately on receiving notice of the enemy's

appearance, raised a considerable body of volun-

teers at the expence of the colony, and dispatched

them, with great expedition, to co-operate in this

important service.

* The celebi'ated Brigadier General Arnold, being on busi-

ness of a mercantile nature at Point a Petre, was captured at the

time the place fell into the hands of the republicans, and, being

apprehensive of ill treatment, changed his name to Anderson,

He was put on board a prison-ship in the harbour, and had con-

siderable property in cash with him, of which, it is supposed,

Fremont and Victor Hugues were informed, as he received an

intimation from one of the French sentries, that he was known,
and would soon be guillotined. On this alarming intelligence,

he determined to attempt an escape, which he eiFected in the

following manner : At night he lowered into the sea a cask

containing clothes and valuables, with a direction on it, that if (t

floated to the shore of our camp at Berville, it might be known,
and restored to him ; he then lowered down his cloak-bag to a

small raft which he had prepared, on which also he got himself,

and proceeded to a small canoe, in which he pushed for the Bri-

tish fleet, directed by the admiral's lights. On his making to-

wards the mouth of the harbour, he was challenged by the

French row-guard, but by the darkness of the night esfcaped

from them, and arrived on board theBoyne by four o'clock on
Monday morning, the 30th of June.

See the llev. Cooper Willyams's Account of the Cam-
paign in tlic Wtii Indie*.

All
J.xxi
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S! -ere landed on ,h. stj o^ FortS
come inLppoSy iJt anTf"/" ""^^ '«'-

being already set in T r> '* ''"P^^*' '•^'is

It was planned hat a W^,'"'""^" "' " '''»^--

" the niffht and r.,I\f """"^
^""'>S

Morne goveUtrS tt'Sr "'''''" "^

he-ghts round the town If Pn ,
'"""""ding

General himself, at "L held 'f
.,"

^"'"^ *'"^

"mj, remainino- i„ rZ,
"'^ *'"= '''-''t of hi,

Maicot. to sto^rf F rt SuTdV„"
''" "^'S'"*^ »'

a signal from the bnJadie thff T ''^^'''''"^

enterprize was a fJ»l
' '^''"''' °'" this

-i^rdversio:: ha'^g'b:::":,^'^'';
--i ""-'^

of it; I shall recite 11,.^, *" ™"''"<=t

Gre/s own wordT " 5„ T '"" "' *^«"--»'

" instant Brigadier Genl «
""'"'"^ "'' ""= '^t

" diers, the Isf and 2d , « i

''*"'''"'" «fS'ena-

" -I the istLTt 1
0?:

'::r^''•^>'

-f
-t.,,

" Captain Kobertson, to atUok!L
7"""'"^'' ^^

" a Petre before dayCk o' th^9 r""
"^^^'-'t

" being misled by theirTuide tW
'"'''"*

•" ''"'

" the town at the Dart whl <,
°°P' '^"t««'»

" Po^od to the enemv*.
'"-' ''"'' """'t ex-

•'-dwherei:;::r;~-i-llarms,
i>j >\mQ to scale Ihe wallsnu2 .,^^

467

1794.

\l



468

in

CHAP.
III.

17y4.

HISTORY OF THE

" of the fort ; in consequence of which, they suf-

" fered considerably from round 'and grape-shot,
" together with small arms fired from the houses,
'' &c. and a retreat became unavoidable." It

gives me great concern, observes the General, to

add, that Brigadier General Sjmes was wounded ;

and that Lieutenant Colonel Gomm, and somet

other meritorious officers, were killed on this at-

tack, as was also Captain Robertson of the navy,,

a valuable officer, and whose death was a great

loss to the service.*

The meditated attack on Fort Fleur d'Epte,
being thus rendered abortive, and the Bfilish

troops so reduced or debilitated as to be absolutely

unfit for further exertion, (exposed as they were
to the sun and the rains) it was resolved, at a con-
sultation held on the 3d, between the commander
in chief and the admiral, to relinquish all further

attempts for the present on Grand Terre ; and to
remove the artillery and stores, and to reinforce,

with the troops, the posts in Basse Terre. This
determination, dictated by a necessity which left

(e

* Brigadier General Symes died of his wounds a short time
.ifttTwards : exclusive of whom, the total loss of the British in

iliis unfortunate atiiiir, and some preceding attacks, is stated as
follows;

I lieutenant colonel, 4 captains, 7 lieutenants, / Serjeants,

2 drummers, 91 rank and tile, killed; I major, 3 captains, 7
lieutenants, 13 Serjeants, 8 drummers, 2t)8 rank and file, icoiind-

ed; 1 serjciint, 3 drummers, 52 rank and file, viissing. One of
tke French frigates in the hrj-bour did great execution, killing

a otficers and 30" privates of the light intanlry, by a single dis-

chaige t)f grape shot. They were unforlunately drawn up in a
street, which was etfectually commanded by her o-uns.

no
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Font and Bay Malmnlt. and having- erected

" at p:;:; t"' ''"t"'"'^'''
="«' -t-bau L'at Jroint Saron and Pr>in+ C!<^ t i .

^f 41 J.

' " i^oint bt. John, oopos to in«.e t„w„ of Point a Pctre, ruy sit ,a ion gWe!perfect secuntj to Basse Terre."
^

Manv aiT.uigemcnts, Iiowcver, were vet tn hern-le for the maintenance of this pel ,,*;;'
tfce approadnnj. lu.rricane months and until a .^

> forcement should arrive fro.n Grca B iL ^

Pie;;reintheisLrof'En;l:;itf:-
tabfehed hi. head-quarters, leli ,1 J wi^u!:«-I.an. to command in his abseu^e aiSL
The head-quarters of the British army in Guadaloupe were at can.p Berville, which «i ,1a eHon commanding g,.„u„d; iUuLd V Z tUt« -e s.de and on the other by an iniassl e mo

Poii^Tp
'^'"

''Vf
'''"'^'' '*'""'^ ""^ t'>»nof

me U I ; ?J '; "" ^''""''^ «'• «- <—P-
"it^ni, so lavourab e in other r/.c.»n,.f ,

^

^e in the highest degree. Jlj: U ^K,e'n d^cets of the elin.ate at this seaso „n J

the „ 7^
'''^'^"'""'

''' •'""'' -'-l"tio"^ fromti>c ne.ghbour„,j. swamps, and a dreadful n.^
lity

^ryg
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Viiy ensued among the troops. By tlie middle of
August, the numbers on the sick list constituted

the majority of the camp. During the month of
September, the army was inadequate to the supi)ly

• of guards for the different batteries. Several com-
panies could not produce a single man fit for

duty
; and the 43d regiment could not even afford

a corporal and three men, for the protection of
their own camp in the night.

In order, therefore, to keep up the appearance
of force in front of the enemy, the different islands

were completely drained of troop?, and a body of
French loyalists were selected to perform military
duty at the post of Gabarre ; where they conduct-
ed themselves with much spirit and fidelity.

The commissioner from the French conven*
tion, and now commander in chief of the French
troops in Guadaloupe, was Victor Hugues, a man
of whom I shall hereafter have frequent occasion
to speak. It is sufficient in this place to observe,
that though his name has since become proverbial
for every species of outrage and cruelty, he was not
deficient either in courage or capacity. Observ-
ing how severely his own troops, as well as ours,
suffered from the climate, he conceived the pro-
ject of arming in his service as many blacks and
mulattoes as he could collect. These men, in-
ured to the climate, and having nothing to lose,

flocked to his standard in great numbers, and were
soon brought into some degree of order and dis-

cipline. With the co-operation of these auxili-
aries, apprized at the same time of the debilitated

state of the British army, the French commissioner

dcicrmiucd
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dderminedto attack the Riitish camp at PxM'ville. chap.
For this purpose, on Saturday the ^>fith orSepiein- ^J"J
ber, he embarked a large body of troops in small ^^^^
vessels, which passing our ships of war unper-
ceived, under cover of a dark niglit, made good
their landing in two detachments; the one at
Goyave, the other at Bay Mahault. The detach^
ment which took possession of the place last men-
tioned, immediately marched to Gabarre, in the
view of surrounding the French royalists stationed
there, and it was with great difficulty that fh(>y
escaped to Berville. The other detachment which
had landed at Goyave, began its march to Petit
Bourg. Lieut. Col. Drummond, of the 43d regi-
ment, with some convalescents from the liospit'al,
and a party of royalists, advanced to meet them,'
but perceiving their great superiority, found it ad-
visable to retreat ; and they took post at a battery
upon the shore, called Point Bacchus, where how-
ever they were soon surrounded, and the whole
party made prisoners. By the possession of this
post, the enemy entirely cut off all communication
between the British camp and shipping. They
then proceeded to possess themselves of the neigh-
bouring heights, and formed a junction with the
other detachment which h^d landed at Bay Ma-
hault

: by this me^ns the camp at Berville was
completely invested by land ; its whole strength,
including the sick and convalescent, consisted of
no more than two hundred and fifty regular troops,
and three hundred royalists. All that courage'
perseverance, and despair could effect, was per'
forn)ed by the united exertions of this gallant

baa4
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CHAP. band. In the first attack on the morninjr oftho
29th, after a conflict of three hours, the rcpublir
cans were defeated wilh great loss. They were
again repulsed in two subsequent attacks, on the
SOth of the same month and the 4th of Octobev.
But their numbers continually increasing, and the
manifest impossibility of opening a communica-
tion with the British fleet, deprivit.g the garrison
of all proper succour. General Graham, on the
representation of his officers, consented on the 6th
of October to send a Hag to the French commis-
sioner, offering to capitulate. Towards the Bri-
tish, the terms granted by the enemy were suffi-

ciently liberal, but the condition demanded for the
French royalists, that they should be treated as
British subjects, was declared inadmissible; all
the favour that could be obtained for them, was
the sanction of a covered boat, in which twenty-
five of their officers escaped to the Boyne. TJio
rest of the miserable royalists, upwards of ^00 in
number, were left a sacrifice to the vengeance of
their republican enemies. Finding thenrsclves ex-
cluded from the capitulation, they solicited per-
mission to endeavour to cut their May through tlie

enemy, an attempt which must have ended only in
the destruction both of themselves and the British.
There was a faint hope entertained, however, that
Victor Hughes (whose character was not at that
time sufficiently developed) would relent on then-
surrender. In this expectation, however, these
unfortunate people were cruelly disappointed, and
their sad fate cannot be recorded m ithout iudig-
luition and hoiror. The republicans erected\

* "

P"llillnfira
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offafty of the,,, in the short space of an h»„r. '"

tTdJlwr ;.
.^"'''^'"1?' however, proving, too ^4

ted,ous for the.r ,„,,,a( ient revenge ; the re„,al„der
of these unhappy „.,.„ were fettered to each otherand plaeed on the brink of one of the tienehe
>vh,eh they had so gallanlly defended : the rennb-
icans then drew up „„e of (heir undiscio inerl
reern,ts ,„ front, «ho fi,ing an irregular vollev att^.r m.serable vic.ti,„s, killed so.ne'and won!;,;,

,..T;. T"^' ™'">'' '" ''" probability, „„.touehed: the weight however of the flrm.rdragged the rest into the ditch, where the l,vi, •

'

i ave""th •, T' "" ""''' '''"-" «'- -'-

,;„!i'"'.- T *'" '"''"''' """"''^ '«'til« ^n"n<ry (,hes ngle tortress of MatiUia excepte.l) res«.ie< o«.e power of France, and placed «„de,- iJZno-
m.,n.t,o„ of a revengeful and ren.orsc!,.. JZ-cracy General Prescott, who com,„a,.dod th,.Maflda tor. sustained a long and n,o.t harass,,^"
s.ege, from ihe 14th of Ocober to the lOth o°f

that of ,he officers and men unacr his eo.nmandwas above a praj.e. He u,ai„u..,ed his p„ oti«»t.I the fort was no longer (enable, and havi,„no other means of saving bis reduced and o

"

hansted garr.son fro,n (be sword, he was obliged
'

at length to abandon it hv silent ',..-, 1"
Three ,ineofbat.lesMpsha&e::i'a..nr;::u^^^

^Kev. Cooper Willyanis's accouiitof the ccuupaign, &c.

interim
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interim from Great Britain, but they ramc only t«

behold the trimiiph of the eueiiiy. With this ad-

verse stroke of fortune, closed the campaign of

1794: its career for a while was c^lorious beyond
example ; and if the very unhappy measure of

reducing the number of the troops at the outset,

had not taken etfect, or if, as soon as the news of

the capture of Martinico had reached England, a

strong reinforcement had been sent to the scene of

action, it cannot be doubted that Guadaloupe
would have still continued in possession of the

English, and the page of history remained under

^£led with those dreadful recitals of revolt, devasta-

tion, and massacre, which I shall soon have the

painful task of recording, to the shame and ever-

lasting dishonour of the French character, and

the disgrace of human nature. Our gallant com-

manders were fortunate, in being allowed to with-

draw in time from an atmosphere polluled by

such enormities. Worn down by constant exer^-

tion both of body and mind, assailed by an un-

principled faction with the basest calumnies, and

oppressed by the melancholy and daily prospect

of a gallant army perishing of disease, they were

happily relieved from infinite anxiety by the ap-

pearance of the reinforcement before mentioned,

in which arrived Gen. Sir John Vaughan and

Vice-Admiral Caldwell ; to the former of whonj

Sir Charles Grey, and to the latter Sir John Jervis,

surrendered their respective commands, and on

the 27th of November sailed for Great Britain.
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Savage h,4ipntics of Vicor Hugue, to the r,„uri,„
ofGeneral Dundu^.-immpreccdcnlcd Cruelly
to Im Jin t,h PrLsoncr^.-McdUales HoslilUie,
against the other hUnuls.

T„E first n,ea,r,> of i;-c French commissioner, chap.on taking posso si. „ of Kort Matilda, displayed
"

in the strongest m, ...or i„e baseucs, and ft'.,,cityof h,s character, .he body of Major GeneralDundas had been buried uithin the walls of that
fortress and a stone ,,laced over it with a suitable
.nscnption. This h.imblo memorial, which agenerous enemy, in every civili^ed part of the
earth, would have held sacred, was iunuediateJr
destroyed by orders of this savage despot, a„d the
remains of the deceased hero dug- up and throw.
nto the nver Galhon. This mean and coward ,

display of ineffectual veugeanc,., was made the
subject of boasting and triumph in a public pro,
clamation, worthy only of its author*.

• So much has been heard of Viclor Hukun that ;. m,«l,
«gree..ble .„ the reader to be ta,„r,„ea ofTi.; '„

ig
.'

J^,,^n,r.u,t. He was bo„, of „,„„„ p„,„„ ,, ,„„«
"'I ^

J
1 .«.ce, and «u, pl-ced out wl,e„ a boy, as anappluice to aha,r dresser. I„ that occupation ho went orig;,, II, ,„ Gu. daW lt;r ';;:r

"""7-"'^ l^-™ » aVn-inkee;*
1-asse lerrc, l^ailuig m tl„t pumiit, he became n,aster of ,.mall tradutg vessel, and a. length w,., ptonioted to .a 1 e„"e„!ancy „ the French navy. Being dis,i„^ui,hcj for his a«i2-m the French RevoUuion. h,- — •

'""'» """">
'-v:is atterwaius dcputcj, through

tint
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The miseries of war seem, indeed, to have been
wantonly aggravated by this man, to an extent

never known among the rudest and mqst barbarous

nations. In the village of Petit Bourg lay many
sick and wounded British soldiers, who had been
taken prisoners with Colonel Drummond at Point
Bacchus. These unhappy men made an humble
application to Victor Hugues for medical assist-

ance and fresh provisions. Their petition was an-

swered by a death-warrant. The vindictive con-

queror, instead of considering them as objects of

mercy and relief, caused the whole number in the

hospital, and among them it is said " many Women
" and some children," to be indiscriminately

murdered by the bayonet ; a proceeding so enor-

mously wicked, is, I believe, without a precedent

in the annals of human depravity*.

After such conduct towards men who were in-

capable of making either resistance or escape, it

may v/ell be supposed that revenge was not tardy

in the pursuit of its victims among the inhabitants

the influence of Robespierre, to whose party he was strongly

attached, to the National Assembly. In 1794 he obtained the

api)ointment ot Commissioner at Guadaloupe, with controuling

powers over the commanders of the army and navy ; and proved
himself in every respect worthy of his great patron and exem-
plar, being nearly as savage, remorseless, and bloody, as Robes-
pierre himself.

* I am unwilling to give this anecdote to the public, without
quoting my authority. I lelate it on the testimony of the Rev.
Cooper Willyams, chapldin of the Boyne, who quotes Colonciji

Drummond himself, and it is contirmed by a declaration drawn
lip by General Vaughan and Vice-Admiral Caldwell, Colonel
Drummond himself was confuied to a prison ship, and by parti-

cular orders from Victor Hngues, to swab the decks like iU^

lueiuiest Jieamen.
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of th-^ country. To be accused of actions, or sus- chap.
pected of principles, hostile towards the new go-

-^

vernment, was to be convicted of treason. Ac-
cordingly, persons of all conditions, without re-
spect to sex or age, were sent daily to the guillotine
by this inexorable tyrant, and their execution was
commonly performed in sight of thj British pri-
soners.

« •

Victor Hugues, having taken these and other
measures for securing their quiet possession of
Guadaloupe, determined in th next place (his
force being inadequate to a regular attempt
against any of the other islands) to adopt a sys-
tem of hostility against some of them, which
though well suited to his character and disposi-
tion, was not less outrageous and sanguinary than
unprecedented among civilized states. To this
end he directed his first attention towards Grena-
da and St. Vincent's, expecting to find in each of
those islands, adherents fit for the project which
he meditated. * * ^ -

* * * * * *

* * * * * *

* * * * J.

*

*

*

*

* *

*

*

*

*

*

*

t N. B.—At this interesting period the histonr closes

-

Death abruptly terminates the author's laboms.

T. GUiet, Printer, Wiid-teurt, Lincoin*«-IajQ.Fi«ld«.




