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X August 6, 1930

The President 
McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Dear Sir:

7/e are seeking an answer to the question as to whether or not the 
ministry is attracting young men of an intellectual calibre equal to that 
of those who are attracted to other professions.

m V/ould you be willing to cooperate with us in this enterprise by asking 
each of your Freshmen to fill in a copy of the enclosed occupational 
preference blank which v/ould be circulated among them at the ti e when they 
take the /meric an Comic il Intelligence Test, which we understand is given 
each year to the entering class? The intelligence scores could be copied 
on the occupational preference blanks at the time when the tests are scored.
e are willing to pay for the clerical labor involved in the copying, and 

will furnish free the occupational blanks.

i

■
1

he recognize that occupational preferences of freshmen may be unstable, 
yet we know from a study of theological students that a great majority of the 
decisions to enter the ministry are made before the student enters college. 
Furthermore our problem is not to compare the intelligence of ministers with 
that of men in other professions, but rather to compare the intelligence of 
Freshmen to whom the ministry looks attractive with that of other students viio 
are attracted by other professions.

If you are willing to cooperate with us, will you tell us soon about 
how many of your entering class will be taking the .merican Council Test, 
so we will know how many occup tional preference blanks to send?

Very sincerely yours,
'

C?. Z/Lstm
Mark A. May

IP
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_______________ __________ __________________________

OCCUPATIONAL PREFERENCE BLANK

Sex_ Age______Name

Name of this College

Name of high school or preparatory school of which you are a graduate

The occupation of your father %P.lease be very specific

Please read each of the three statements below and fill in the one that 
fits your* case best. Fill in only one of the three statements.,

v

For those who have definitely decided on a life’ s_ vocation.

If you have definitely decided what vocation you are going into as a 
life’s work, write the name of it here

A.

' Be as specific as you can
For those who have not definitely decided but who have a. strong preference 
or leaning toward some vocation.

If you belong to this class, write the name of your

B.

■

1st choice here

2d choice here

3d choice hero

For those who have not decided and who have no strong preferences,but to 
whom one or more vocations look attractive.

I-

If you belong to this class write here the name of the vocations that 
look most attractive to you.

1st choice

2d choice

3d choice

Do not write in the spaces below this line

Score on Tests
Test Test Test Test Test Test Test Test
I II III IV V VI VII VIII

Total Score

U.

■
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts

May 7, 1930.OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal,

* I

McGill University.

My dear Principal,

I am returning Principal Smyth’s letter to you,

dated April 30th, and the file you gave me. I do not think, however,

that there is much which I can add to my letter to you dated April 23rd.

A half course in Biblical Literature is at present

offered in the Department of English and open to all students in the

College who wish to elect it. Church History is an immensely interes-

ting and significant subject, and indeed my own opinion is that Church

History is a necessary complement to European history for the full under-
■

standing of European civilization and its influence overseas. The

Department of History, however, would need to be consulted carefully on 

this question. A course in the Philosophy of Religion is always welcome^ 

in the Department of Philosophy if offered by a competent professor in a

purely nonsectarian way. Curiously enough I am more doubtful about New 

Every minister or clergyman ought to be able to read 

the Hew Testament in Greek freely, but in order to do so intelligently 

the student should have at least two or three years of Greek in his Arts

Testament Greek.

course.

This subject is entirely worthy of some further con-

.. I I ■



Sir Arthur Currie, 2.

sidération although the reception which it may receive from the
Faculty may be doubtful.

Yours very truly,

/
/

Dean



DEAN
REV. D. L. RITCHIE , D.D.

PRINCIPAL
REV. JAMES SMYTH, D.D..LL.D.
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The United Theological College■J
MONTReal

APRIL
50th
1930.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.B.C., 
Principal,
McGill University,
MONTREAL.

Dear Sir Arthur Currie -

In reply to your letter of 
24th instant regarding Religious Knowledge 
options in the Arts course - I find that in 
the University of Toronto such options include 
Biblical Literature, Church History, Philosophy 
of Religion and New Testament Greek, one 
subject in Religious Knowledge may be chosen 
in each of the four years in Arts.

With reference to the Professors 
who should give these courses, I had not any 
names definitely in mind and I think it would be 
for the University to say which of the 
in these subjects given by Professors in Theology 
would be recognized as options in Religious 
Knowledge.
this point with you.

courses

I should, of course, be glad to discuss

Faithfully yours,

JS/MR.

To Dean MacKay:
Please note and return.



______________________________________

The United Theological College

MONTREAL
PRINCIPAL

REV. JAMES SMYTH. D.D*. LL.D.

REV. D. L_. RITCHIE. D.D.

3506 UNIVERSITY STREETDIRECTOR OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

REV. R. E. WELSH, M.A.. D.D.

APRIL
21st
1950.

Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B., 
Principal,
McGill University, 
MONTREAL.

N.C.G.M.,

Dear Sir Arthur Currie -

1 enclose a letter from Dr.
T-W. Graham, Secretary of the Board of 
Education of the United Church with a 
resolution recently adopted by the Board 
and should be pleased to have the opportunity 
of discussing with you the matter referred 
to at your convenience.

Faithfully yours,

JS/MR.

To Dean Ira MacKay. 
please.
should like to grant Smyth the 
interview he seeks. / y

For comment 
In the near future I

.

April 22, 1930-r



%\xt Pnrkb (Elmrrtî of (Emrnim
^oarb of ^tibucatronREV. JAMES LITTLE, D.D. 

CHAIRMAN

REV. J. W. GRAHAM, D.D.. LL.D.
SECRETARY

299 QUEEN ST. WEST

TORONTO 2

April 17th, 1930.

Eev. James Smyth, D.D., II.D 
Montreal, rue.

Dear Dr. Smyth:-

I enclose, herewith, a copy of the resolution 
passed by the Board of Education at its recent meeting:

If the Senate of the United Theological College, 
Montreal, desires to obtain from the McGill University the 
inclusion of these subjects in the Arts course and the recognition 
of our Professors as teachers of these subjects you can assure the 
University authorities that your Senate has the entire approval 
of the Board of Education as indicated in the enclosed resolution.

In the report of the Board of Education which 
I prepared for presentation to the General Council of 19H8, I 
find this sentence:

” If this Board, through conference with the Senates of the 
various universities, could arrange for the inclusion of Religious 
Knowledge options in the Arts course of every institution and also 
could co-operate with the university authorities in providing 
competent instruction in these subjects, our Church would be 
giving stimulus and intelligent direction to a movement of the 
greatest potential value. That we have already made a good start 
is shown by the fact that our theological professors in Toronto 
this year, have given lectures in Religious Knowledge subjects to 
341 Arts students as a regular part of their course."

Yours as ever,



m

39ntM (Efyurclj of
Soar it of ^bucattottREV. JAMES LITTLE, D.D.

v CHAIRMAN

REV. J. W. GRAHAM, D.D., LL.D.
SECRETARY

299 QUEEN ST. WEST

TORONTO 2

At the Annual Meeting of the Board of Education, 

held on April 3rd, 1930, the following resolution was unanimously 

approved:

„ . "Inasmuch as one of the most vital ways in which a
rneological College can do its work in connection with a 
university is to provide Religious Knowledge options for all 
Arts students proceeding to a degree, and not merely for 
candidates for the ministry:

_ . "Jnd inasmuch as this privilege is accorded to our
Theological Colleges at most centres, and inasmuch as this 
principle is recognized in connection with the following 
universities in the Dominion viz; Dalhousie, Mount Allison 
Queen's, Toronto, McMaster, Western Ontario, Manitoba and * 
Alberta; but the privilege is not yet permitted in the 
Universities of Saskatchewan, British Columbia and McGills

Tnerefore be it resolved that the Board of Education 
of the General Council of the United Church of Canada, encourage 
and instruct the Senates of St. Andrew's College, Union College 
of British Columbia, and the United Theological College, Montreal, 
to use their best endeavours with the Prbvinoial Universities 
of Saskatchewan, British Columbia and McGill Univeratty to grant 
this privilege." °

t
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts '

April 23, 1930.OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.I.l.G., 
Principal,

McGill University.

My de::r Principal,

I am returnin'- to you herewith the letter from Principal Smyth

to you dated the 21st instant, the letter from Rev. J. W. Graham to Principal

Smyth dated the 17th instant, and the copy of the resolution of the Board of

Education of the United Church of Canada which you gave me this morning and I now

wish to offer the following comment for your information.

Three years ago we carefully designed a special course of studyI
A y

of five years duration intended for the education and training of graduates of

McGill who might wish to become Y.M.C.A. secretaries or to follow other forms of

The resolution, however, to approve this coursereligious work after graduation.

was almost unanimously defeated by the Graduate Faculty in full session, indeed I

Very littlewas personally the only member who voted in favour of approval.

substantial objection was taken to the subjects covered by the course except that
I

New Testament Greek was offered in the second year for the B.A. degree and thatri

the fifth or M.A. year was a composition of religious education and semi-religious

Some of the objections nr-de were, I admit, distinctly childish andknowledge.

painful to hear in the University Faculty. The theme of these objections seemed

to be, however, about as follows:- "We"This is a non-sectarian University."

do not teach religion in this College." "We will have no parley with obscurantism

at McGill, eave that to the Theological Colleges." I felt, however, at the tine

that some of these objections were probably directed against the Y.M.C.A. as an

institution, and that some of them were distinctly personal. I do not think,



Sir Arthur Currie, 2.

therefore, at present that there is much chz nee that this College ’’ill include 

- od.i. tous 1er re in tre course of study leading to the B• A* degree at any time 

in the early future. There is always, however, room for one or two scholarly 

courses in the Philosophy of Religion if we only had a competent man to offer them.

In any case it will be impossible for us to do anything in this matter until we 

have full particulars of the nature of the studies grouped together under the head 

of Religious Knowledge, and until we know pretty definitely who is to offer this 

instruction.

If there is anj other information which I can give you on this 

subject I shall be pleased to do so at any time convenient to you.

Yours very truly,

16-/ v

Dean



_________________ :______________________________________________

April 24th, 1930.

m
.&

m Hev. Janes Sqyth,
The United Theological College, 
Montreal ,

'

kA
Dear Principal Smyth,

I have your letter of 
the 21st, to which was attached a letter to 
you from the Pev. J. Graham, Secretary 
of the Board of Education of tho United Church 
of Canada.

I shall be pleased to
discuss the matters referred to in this cor
respondence, but before doing so I would like 
to have full particulars of tho nature of the 
studies grouped together under the head of 
"Bellgious Knowledge"# and I would like to 
kno fairly definitely whom you have in mind 
to give the courses.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.
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“To t'zisptre the educational forces of
puWic mind tin idml nj BUiji™, Wo* •1,-d ^ *«P '1-

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
•;v;

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OFEg Donald J. Cowling, Chairman of the Board 
President, Carleton College

THE ASSOCIATION

si
308 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE

CHICAGO
Sir Robert A. Falconer, President 

President, University of Toronto

David R. Forgan, Treasurer 
Vice-President, The National Bank of the 

Republic, Chicago
Ltnn Harold Hough, Vice-President 
Pastor, Central M. E. Church, DetroitJ. M. Artman, General Secretary

Wm. D. Schkrmerhorn, Recording Secretary 
Professor. Garrett Biblical Institute

Laird T. Hites, Editorial Secretary
Ell

Ruth Shoxle Cavan, Assistant to the 
General Secretary i

:vgEE
• MFebruary

24
1928

Sir Arthur W. Currie,
McGill University,
Montreal. Quebec,
CANADA

My dear Sir Arthur:

In Mr. Artman1s absence from the city
I am replying to your letter of February 
20th.

Some weeks ago a letter, regarding the convention, 
was sent out to all of the Universities and 
olieges in Canada and the United States.

This letter was signed by Sir Robert Falconer 
and by President Cowling of Carleton College, 
f vou did not receive one it was either 
through an oversight or because the letter was 
lost in the mail.

We surely hope it is not too late for McGill 
to have a representative at the convention.

Sincerely yours,

gw
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February 2®th, 1928.

J. M. Artman, Esq 
General Secretary,
The Religious Education Association, 
308 Horth Michigan Avenue,
Chicago, 111.

• *

Dear Sir:-
I am in receipt of your letter of 

the 17th of February and in reply let me say that 
this is the first I have heard of the convention 
in Philadelphia. I saw Sir Robert last week and 
he told me that he w?s going to Philadelphia in 
the near future, but did not give me the reason.

17ot knowing v/hen the convention 
will be hold I think it is wise not to expect 
any one from McGill this year.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.
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THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATIONDonald J. Cowling, Chairman of the Board 

President, Carleton College 308 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE

CHICAGO
Sir Robert A. Falconer, President 

President, University of Toronto

David R. Forgan, Treasurer 
Vice-President, The National Bank of the 

Republic, Chicago
Ltnn Harold Hough, Vice-President 
Pastor, Central M. E. Church, DetroitJ. M. Artman, General Secretary

Laird T. Hites, Editorial SecretaryWm. D. Schermerhorn, Recording Secretary 
Professor, Garrett Biblical Institute

Ruth Shonle, Assistant to the 
General Secretary

February
17
1928

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Quebec, 
CANADA

My dear Sir Arthur:

I believe you have received an invitation 
from President Falconer to attend or send 
a representative to our convention in 
Philadelphia.

Replies from other colleges and universities 
indicate that there will be a general 
representation from these institution.
I very much hope that McGill may have a 
representative therej perhaps someone from 
the department of Philosophy or Education?

Sincerely yours,

**To inspire the educational forces of

: .
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______________________ ______________________________________________________________________
g®

8“To inspire the educational forces of oar country with the religious ideal; to inspire the religious forces of our country u-ith the educational ideal; and to keep before the
public mind the ideal of Religious Education, and the sense of its need and value."

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATION

Donald J. Cowling, Chairman of the Board 
President, Carleton College Sir Robert A. Falconer, President 

President, University of Toronto
308 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE

CHICAGO
% David R. Forgan, Treasurer 

Vice-President, The National Bank of the 
Republic, Chicago

Ltnn Harold Hough, Vice-President 
Pastor, Central M. E. Church, DetroitJ. M. Artman, General Secretary

Laird T. Hites, Editorial SecretaryWm. D. Schermeriiorn, Recording Secretary 
Professor, Garrett Biblical Institute

Ruth Shonle. Assistant to the 
General Secretary January 11, 1928

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada.

My dear Sir Arthur:

The Annual Meeting of the Religious Education 
Association will be held in the city of Philadelphia March 
6-9, 1928.
meeting, in the hope that either you or some members of your 
staff may be able to interest yourselves in the conference?

Will you allow us to call your attention to this

The subject that has been chosen by the committee 
for general discussion is "Education in Religion in an Age of 
Science."

m
We are sure that you will agree with us that such 

a theme is very timely, and if wisely dealt with should be of 
great value to those concerned in the religious and moral 
welfare of the youth of the country. The small folder enclosed 
shows how the problem will be studied.

m

The Religious Education Association can fulfill its 
great purpose only as it enlists ever widening sympathy for its 
aims on the part of leaders in the university and college life 
of this continent.

Sincerely yours,

President
y

Chairman of the Boat’d

■
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lîarch 141 h 1934.

Bean Edward P.St.John,
Auburn Theological Seminary 

104 North Street,
Auburn, N. Y.

Bear Br.St.John,

your letter o* Currie has duly received
soe Theological Colleges! "tou^nf

«si:?education! C0urse8 on *nd bearing upon religious

Yours faithfully.

Wilfrid Bovey.
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Last year you provided us with a list of those who
as a voca-

li you will again be so hind as to request the proper 
person to furnish us such • list, .nr,.check- th? names in vgur 

5tie, . : information in regard to these
new vocational opportunities, the courses of training which 
offer, and information m regard, to scholarships

were likely to be interested in religious education 
tion.

we
etc.

!
yv

/J Vvv<-^

Very sing^rely yours,

P
J

V/e will be glad to send you any detailed information 
concerning our School which may be of interest to you.

Rev. George B. Stewart, D. D.. LL. d.
<- PRESIDENT Edward P. St. John. pd. m.. a. m.

School of Religious Education
OF

auburn theological Seminary 
Auburn, new York

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 
104 NORTH ST.

March 1, 1924

President Arthur /. Currie, 
lie 1 ill University,
.iontreal, Canada 
dy dear President Currie

We are receiving many calls for men and women to 
take positions in the field <f religious education with the 
offer of salaries ranging from $1500 to $3500. * The demand 
is far beyond the number of our graduates. We would be glad 
to bring these attractive opportunities, for which our School 
gives post-graduate preparation, to the attention of your" 
students .
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Liajor Best has given ne the ne les 
of the following gentlemen, as persons who are well 
acquainted with his studies and attainments, and who 
would he in a position to give me further information

i
r. Coll,
r. H» 11. Horn, Mew York University.

Union [Theological Seminary

.'.hile following his course at Hew 
"■'ork University, he '.Iso took courses of study at the 
Union 'Theological Seminary of Uev. York. 
or study comprised Religious Education, etc.

These courses

.after graduating at Springfield, he 
was appointed to a position on the Teaching '"tuff f: ire 

rofessor of Religious Education, and taught for some 
tine. . 3 is still attached to Springfield College with
this title ana the authorities of Sprinrfie1d College 
hope to induce
work when he obtains his Doctor's Degree, at the close 
of the present session.

:.

He then enlisted with the Canadian 
and went to the ^ront, and eventually had the 

direction of the entire work of the Canadian Y.U.C 
in France.Y H ^- ■ • X.l • V e *1 •

Y.M.O
• •

Upon the conclusion of the work of the 
Overseas, Major Best returned, to Mew York Uni

versity and resumed his studies.
the Degree of Doctor of Pedagogy at the conclusion of 
the session 1919-1920.

He will graduate with

Major Best was horn in Ontario, and after a 
somewhat extended experience in business, entered the 
springiield yOllege where he followed a course of study 
extending over three 2/ears and graduate 1 in 1911 v.-ith 
the Degree of B.H. (Bachelor of Humanics). i under
stand that before entering the Springfield Colleme he 
qualified for and obtained a Teacher's Certificate in 
the Province of Manitoba. Having graduated from Spring- 
field, he then went to Mew York University, where he 
studied two and one half years and obtained the Degree 
of M.P.D. (Master of Pedagogy).

January 27th 1920.

UITH REFEREHOE TO E. M. BEST ES ■-<, •

400 Convent ^ve., Mew York.

MEMORANDUM

B

I

,■

I

k ii&ac \

_______________________________________________
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:.lajor Best would Be prepare 1 to teach 
e subjects of Psychology of Religion, Principles of 

Education, Psychological Education and allied subjects.
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January
Twenty-seventh

1920.

Major S. M. Best, 
400 Convent Ave., 
Hew York City.

Dear Major Best :-
X must apologias for not having Before 

this forwarded to you the Calendar of McGill University, 
which I promised to send you when I had the pie- sure of 
meeting you in Toronto. So many things presented 
themselves, which had to be looked after immediately 
upon my return that this matter escaped me.

1 am to-day forwarding you a copy 
of the last Calender of McGill University, and will 
send to you within the next day or two a copy of the 
Calendar of the Co-operating Theological Colleges, 
which is not included in the regular University Calendar. 
In this will be set forth the Theological work which 
is taken up in connection with the University, and 
which would be available for any course'which is drawn 
up for the training of Y. II.1 C. a. Secretaries.

In the University Calendar, which 
you will receive first, I have turned down the initial 
pages of certain sections in gehiob you will bo particularly 
interested. I think, after looking through the oalendar, 
you will see that practically all subjects which would 
be required in the proposed course are already being 
wiven at the University, and would thus be available.

Hoping to hear from you before long 
content of such course as you thinkwith reference to the 

should be given.
I romain,

Yours very sincerely.

Acting Principal.
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L.Y. March 1,1920.

ear/Kr. Blrks;-m
1 wish to acknowledge your letter of Feb.27th. extending 

an invitation to the Chair of Religious Educ tion of the United Theological 
Colleges at a salary of $4000. I also note that I will be given the ri^it 
to choose which staff I am to join.SSI

Permit me to thank you and the Joint Board for the honor 
of the invitation and to assure you that I am giving it my most earnest 
consideration.

In my conversation and correspondence with Col. Birks and 
Dr. Adams it has always been assumed that the position was to be in or to 
lead to a definite relation to the problem of training laymen for Christian 
Social Leadership in the Y Jî.C-A. and allied organisations. As you know 
my experience lies almost wholly within this field and if I did not know 
the point of view which the laymen on the Joint Board represent, I would 
hesitate about considering a position in a seminary, even in such a pro
gressive and liberal institution as Montreal is reputed to be.

A recent letter from Mr. Bishop made it clear that ns 
progress had been made by the Rational Council on the problem of training 
and that no further negotiations had been carried on with Montreal.

*

I would be greatly obliged if you would write me again, 
saying in what way you anticipate relating the work to this chair to the 
Rational Y«M.C.A. and its very pressing problem of leadership.

The Y.M.C.A. and its task has been the major interest of 
my life for twenty years, and I had hoped that a definite arrangement would 
have been made with the 1I,C« whereby this connection would have been unbroken. 
Am I right 
but desire

in assuming that you have not abandoned this proposed relationship, 
to proceed with it as rapidly as conditions permit?

Again thanking you for your interest and confidence in
my ability to help, I am,

Yours sincerely.

Ernest M.Best.



FIRST YEAR,
FACULTY COURSESUBJECT HOURS PROCESSORS

English (Composition)
(Literature )

History (Great men & great movements) » 
Geology (General)
Biology (Elementary)
English Bible. C.T,

Arts English : Latham & Scott. 
Macmillan.

n h »
History 1 
Geology 2 
Zoology 2

V lab. Adams.
Willey 
Bakin & Rose,

h « f
Theology

W " " K.T..
(Systematic Theology) (Encyclopedia) 
Religious Education (Psychology & Met to.)"” 
Physical Education.

1 ii «
« S.T.4 1

Rel. Ed . I A-IB. 2 & 4<dtwfe) 
2.Practice

Ritchie.
Rexford & Best. 
Lamb,Physical Ed.Dept.

131/2 hours Class Room, 6 hour s Lab 6 hours Practice.

(2)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION III. Long Course'
Four Years.

This course aims to provide a thorough training for professional worker* 
in Religious education and Social Service. It seeks to give a bread cul
tural background in Literature and History, and from the Social and Bio- 
ogical sciences, On this foundation the Course seeks to provide through 
he study of Philosophy ad Theology, a Christian interpretation of life 

In the third place, the course offers a scientific training in the theo 
and practice of Education as the method by which the Christian ideal ^* 
to be attained. While the Course is planned specifically for ?hc trail 
ing oi leadership for Church School, ard Christian Associations it can 
be easily adapted to suit the needs of students desiring advanced train
ing a. or General education, or other types of Social Service. The curr 
culum of study will be correlated with a curriculum of observation and 
normal practice particularly no the third, and fourth years,-
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(3)

SECOND TEAR. 
FACULTY

S7K"-'-, T
COURSE HOURS PROFESSOR' . 

Macmillan
Laffeur & &acmillan. 
Derick.
Simpson.
Tait.
Gifford te Howard. 
Eakin & Rose.

Enrj i sh ( 0o.,iposit ion )
(Literature) Prose 3 hrs. 

Biclogy ( Orgmic Evolution) 
Physiology & Anatomy 
P syo ho 1 c gy (El erne nt a ry )
Church History (Ancient)
English Biole. O.T.

S.T.
Hell ious Education (Materials) 
PhysicalJfc.ducati.cn (Play leadership)

18 hours Class

Arts
or Poetry 4. Ir English 3 

" 4 or 9 
Bcb any»- 5 
Phy.Ed. 
Phil, l 
C.H., 1

*
II
V

Theologyirii h h » «
« R.E.IC,1-4 Pract . , Graham, Best.Phy. Deprt.

6 hoUEs practice.
I! amb.

THIRD YEAR
Philosophy ( Intrcdu.ct ia_ ) 
5 c 00,0 mi os Arts Phil. 3 Caldwell.

Leacock.
Hankin.
Tait. 
v'elsn,"
Howard. & Gifford.

» t! I?(Industrial History)
P ey c ho 1 o gy ( S o c i a 1 >
-History of Religion _
"Church History ( F et ormation )
Aducauion (History. Ancient,mediaeval,modern. Sd. 

11 (Psychology)
Rel nEd. ( Ox vamzat ion t. administration)

11 11 (History/) .

Social Service S.S.2 
Arts

Theology 
h

Phil.12 
Apol. 2 
C.H. R 
Ed.2 
Phil. 
R.E. 
R.E.

'h
Ed. or Theol. 

Tneology
. .11, 2 Best.

& Best.& Lab. 4!■ C
18 hours Class Room 4 hours practice.
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FOURTH YEAR
HOURSFACULTY COURSESUBJECT

4 ( 1 terra)oonomics (Econ.on.ic Factors in Evolution
of Society)

olitical Science (Political & Social
theories of to-day)

Boon. 8Arts
n4» 9v

1Ed. 1
Social Service S.S.10 &11,2 

Theology

«ducation (Principles) 
ociolcgy
hristian Ethics (Social) Ethics 1 -4-

2Apol. 3 
R.E.II B 2sychology of Religion 

sligios Education ( Supervision )
Jlectives. (One- course in each of following

groups ).

1 & Lab. 4

,© r(J* Systematic T1eology 
O.t, rpeology 
M.T. » B, C or Î)«

(4)

PROFESSORS

Hemeon.

Leacock,

Reid &. Bolduc. 
Eieler.
Welsh.
Best.

4 hours practice.15 Hours Class

.
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Montreal, Que.

April 29th, 1921.

Sir A. W. Currie,

Principal, McGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur;-

I enclose herewith a copy of the circular 
about to be published by the Department of Religious 
Education of the Montreal Theological Colleges.~

You will notice that about two thirds of 
this curriculum falls within w faculties and departments 
of the University other than Theology.

In working out this four years course, I 
was struck by the similarity of the problem facing my 
department and those of the Schools and Departments already 
existing in the University, which deal with other aspects 
of education. I refer to the School of Physical Education, 
the Department of Social Service, School of Graduate Nurses 
and the Department of Education for High Schools and Academies. 
It appeared to me that many of the difficulties which might 
prove insoluble for any one of us, might be adequately met 
if we were organized as a School of Education.

Such a School would enable us to reduce 
administrative and teaching duplication, to standardize 
curr cula.to multiply our capacity ^recruit high grade 
students, and to merit and secure a University degree in 
Education. It would enable us to offer a sound professional 
training in a variety of educational fields within the 
limits of a four
I believe that it would protect the University against the 
temptation to recruit uncertified students for the narrow 
and limited vocational training possible in a one or two 
years course. On the other hand, it would avoid the 
practical, economic, and educational difficulties that arise 
from an attempt to postpone vocations! training until after 
the completion of four years of unapecialized study.

years course.



-2-

Sir A. ïï. CUrrie,

I have consulted Dr.Lamb, Miss Shaw,Mr.Falk 
and Dean Laird, and with thèir approval I beg to request 
that a University Commission be appointed to consider the 
feasibility o? such a School of Education.

In conclusion may I suggest that in addition 
to the University interests involved that the Protestant 
Board of School Commissioners of Montreal and the Protestant 
Committee of Instruction for the Province would also be 
deeply interested in this problem*

Yours very sincerely,



*

. June 
First 1921,

Profes or 3. M. Best, 
9 Vendôme Ave,, 
Montreal,

Peer Profes or ^est:-
Pith reference to your letter 

of April 28th and the circular published by the 
Department of Religious ducation of Montreal 
Theological Colleges I wish to say that I am very 
much lutore-ted in the formation of the Department 
of Pduoation in connection with this University.

t wouldlava all too advantages to ' ■ 1 eh you nvPke Preference
'

purpose, Before it could 1o established it would 
.re o he endorsee* by the Faculties and Departments 

concerned and approved by Corporation. I do not 
nel Leve that it is possible to get such approval in 
l^me to organise the Department for the session beginning nest October.

- I assure you that I shall take all 
necessary ctepe to have this mat or considered by 
aij. concerned and will personally support the pro
vision in the University ourrIonium of some such 
course as you suggest. I thank you for bringing 
the matter to my attention*

Tours faithfully.

Principal.

|fH
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January
Fourth

1922.

!

Principal.

Tîev. P.R. B&yvard, Ph.D., 
87 ring ’ treet last, 
Toronto, Ont. i

I

Dear Dr. Hayward ; -

I have your letter of December 
24th and ould have acknowledged it oonor hut 
I was away from Montreal last week.

The subject matter of your letter 
is one which I have often considered and at times 
discussed with Professor 3.M.Best* I may say that 
we are contemplating making changes in the very 
near future in the Department of Education. I 
havo only been miting until the arrival of the 
new Boav of the Faculty of Arts, Dr. Jordon Laing. 
I" my disoussiong with him I shall remember what 
you have said and shall call in Dr. Pest.

-

- I am in mo t cordial sympathy
with your views.

z
Yours faithfully,

mm
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^Religious Epuration (Rmmrtl nf (Zlattada
Committees

CHILDREN’SV/ORK:
Miss Bertha Laine - 

BOYS’ WORK
Mr. E. B. Reynolds, Chairman 
Mr. Taylor Statten, Secretary

GIRLS’ WORK:
Miss Jean Macdonald, Chairman 
Miss Winnifred Thomas. Secretary 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK,
Rev. C. A. Myers

HOME RELIGION & ADULT WORK:
Rev. J. C. Robertson, D.D. 

TRAINING FOR LEADERSHIP:
Professor E, M. Best, Ph.D. 

COLLEGES:
Rev. Frank Langford, B.A.

WEEK DAY RELIGIOUS 
INSTRUCTION

Rev. Manson Doyle 
L IFE SERVICE:
METHODS AND STANDARDS 

Professor F. w. Langford 
PUBLISHING: E. J. Moore 
STATISTICS Rev. B. W. Merrill 
FINANCE Dr. Geo. T. Webb,

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COUNCIL OF CANADA 
IS MADE UP OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 

DENOMINATIONAL BOARDS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
PROVINCIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COUNCILS, 

THE Y.M.C.A . AND THE Y.W.C.A.

OFFICERS
Rev. e i. Rexford. L.L.D., Montreal 

President of Council 
Rev. Frank J. Day, D.D., Toronto 

Secretary of Council 
Rev. J. C. Robertson, D.D., Toronto 

Chairman of Executive 
Rev. Geo. T. Webb, D.D., Toronto 

Vice-Chairman of Executive 
Mr. Wm. Hamilton, Toronto 

Treasurer

Rev. P. R. Hayward, Ph D., Toronto 
Executive Secretary

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
87 KING STREET EAST 

TORONTO, CANADA

December 2igth, 1921.

Sir, Arthur Currie,
President, wcGill University, 
Montreal, <ue.

My Dear Sir, Arthur :

In promoting religious education throughout 
Canada, we are very frequently in touch with men and 
./omen who desire to fit themselves for this type of 
service as a life work and in order to do so, they desire 
to take a course of study that would be on a par,"as to 
time ano effort given to/, with the present Arts course in 
our Universities, that would lead to a degree in education, 
r some other suitable degree, and that would at the same tine 

be somewhat Afferent, in the'content of its courses"To* '
the work given at present for the degree in Arts.

particularly the^oung^en^sChristian3"Association^ are 

acmg a somewhat similar need and are considering making 
representations to you along the same line. It is 
Lif icult to state fully in letter, all that we 
have in mind in connection with this natter, but!would 
gladly arrange to have representatives from the Religious 

ucation Council of Canada wait upon you at your convenience 
^i^tc the matter in detail; perhaps such an interview 

<xu u be arranged in cooperation with other organizations 
interested in a similar form of college work.

Professor J. M, Best is chairman of_ . . our committee
„ r ; or Leadership which is looking into this matter

w ' l,ould be pleased to have him represent us in making 
arrangements for any interview that may seen desirable.

on

i Yours very sincerely,

40

Executive Secretary. <='

PRH/L.


