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CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
No. 12. OCTOBER, 1866. VOL. V.

COLLECTION FOR WIDOWS’ FUND, &«

Asin fermer years, the collection for the Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphany’
Fund, and the Fund for Aged and Infirm Ministers, will be taken up on the
third sabbath of thig month, October. The terms employed to designate
these funds explain the objects for which the collection is asked. Siwteen
widows of ministers, in scveral cases with families depending on them,
now receive anunuities from the widows’ fund, not sufficient to support
them, but still of great uwse as a help. The number of annuitants
increases from year to year, three of the sixteen mentioned having come
on the fund during ihe past year. While a considerable amount is now
received from investments, and from the yearly contributions of ministers,
it ig still necessary to appeal to tho congregations of the church for their
aid towards this most important object.

Of the congregational contributions one half.is appropriated to the
assistance of aged and infirm ministers. In their oase, too, the annuities
given are not by any means sufficient for their support, the highest amount
being only $1G0 per annum. And it would be most desirable that the
state of the fund should be such as to warrant an increase of the annuity.
But at present this is not practicable. The number of annuitants in the
fund for aged and infiem ministers is four, two having been removed by
death. But the number may be reasonably expected to increase rapidly.

These iniportant objects are earnestly commended fo the sympathy and
Tiberality of the congregations of the church. 'Whatever is for the comfort
of the ministers, and for the relief of their minds from anxiety and care,
is for the good of the people themselves. We trust that, as in former
years, there will be a prompt and liberal response to this appeal; and that
many will cheerfully give as God hath prospered them.

oentmnms

OUR SHARE IN THE FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY.

With many exzcellent christians, some still living, others gone to their
rest, it has been a subject of earnest desire and frequent prayer that they
might be spared to see the year 1866. To this year a large number of the
students of prophecy have pointed as the completion of a great prophetic
epoch, and the birth hour of a golden age of gospel light and glory.
About this time, either the advent of Christ, as triumphant monarch of
the redcemed world, or, at all events, momentous and marvellous events
preparatory to his advent, were expected to occur. This much talked of
year has arrived and is now half gone, without being thus far signalized
by anything thatcan be said really to correspond with the anticipations of
these interpreters, unless we except the matter of Romanism. It is true
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that great advances have been made in many departments of christian
enterprise, and are now being made in increasing ratio every year. In
many directions & spirit of unity is manifested, and made the ground work
of conjoint operations against the common enemy. The Bible Society and
kindred associations flourish with unparalleled prosperity. New mission-
ary organizations are being formed and fresh fields of labour entered wpon.
Still, a slight examination of the real state of things, reveals to us how
much has yet to be accomplished ere our Redeemer shall trinmph over the
powers of darkmess. The number of His faithful subjects is still small
compared with the ranks of His enemies.  Of the 800 millions who people
our globe, nearly two thirds are Pagan: a fifth part are Mahomedans :
only about a sixth bear the name of Christian ; and, of these, by far the
greater proportion are the beuighted devotees of the Greek and Romish
churches. Even in Protestant countries, to how small a number is the
true church of Christ reduced : the faithful are proverbially few, and
rarely are they to be found in the majority ! How much then has yet to
be done in the overthrow of Paganism and Mahomedauism abroad, of
infidelity and multiform error newrer home, and in the evangelization of
the degraded masses around ns. Even at the prosent increasing rate of
progress, long years of patient toil must be accomplished before Christianity
can be said to be in the ascendant, not to speak of her complete and final
victory, when: ‘¢ All enemies shall be put under His feet.” ¢ And they
shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,
saying, ‘know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them, said the Lord.”

In the face of these facts, the advocates of the views referred to, instead
of confessing any error in their principles of interpretation, or exhibiting
any diminution of their confidence, exhibit fresh ingenuity in the adjust-
ment of apparent inconsistencies and contradictions in their darling scheme,
Thus, on the one hand, the universality and thoroughness of the promised
triumph of truth is sought to be toned down by suggesting that the gospel
need only be preached in all lands ¢ as a witness against them,” in order
to the fulfilment of the prediction ; while, on the other hand, the pro-
tracted delay is referred, as on many former occasions, to the convenient
vagueness of chromology. Our object is not now to combat these views ;
but we cannot refrain from remarking that the great confidence, exhibited
on the part of some divines in high position, is much to be regretted, on
account of the dishonour it necessarily brings upon prophetic truth in the
eyes of unreflecting and sceptical men. Surely the whole history of pro-
phetic interpretation should teach us how humble we should be in our
efforts to penetrate the mysteries of futurity, and how unwise it is to,
doginatize as to the details of time, place, and method. We do not say
this to dissuade from the study of prophecy, but rather to give a different
tone and more prufitable direction to these investigations. Thougb it
may be misdirected, our interest caunot be too great in the prospects of
the cause and kingdom of Christ, and the glorious promises of universal
dominion given Him by the Father.

At this present juncture in the history of the Church should we not
turn anew reverently, humbly, fervently to enquire, *Why tarry the
wheels of His chariot 1” What is it that so mightily impedes the progress
of this heaven-born, heaven-equipped christianity ? Eighteen centuries
have passed away since the atonement was made, the Spirit in his fulness
given, and the Gospel proclaimed to the Gentile world, why then is there
still such an appalling disproportion between the dominions of Christ and
of the prince of darkness 7 It scems to us that the present is a fitting time

o press these inquiries upon the prayerful reflection of ¢“all who love the
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Y.ord Jesus Christ in sincerity,” especially in relation to our own respon-
sibility in the matter—our share in the fulfilwent of prophecy. Let not
cur admiration of the majestic decrees of the Almighty Father expend
itself in curious inquiry as to ¢¢ times and seasons,” which we are distinctly
told it is not given to us to know, but let us rather remember and call
attention to the high honour conferred upon us as instruments in the
accomaplishment of His sovereign purposes, and seok reverently to learn
and diligently to discharge the momentous obligations thus devolving on
us a3 His people, Tiet us beware of relieving ourselves of the solemn
urgency of duty by any false views of God’s sovereignty, or fancied limi-
tation of the effizacy of the gospel scheme, or restriction of the gift and
power of the Holy Spirit. The cross is now as ever *“the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth.” That Spirit is as really pre-
sent, and powerful now as at Pentecost. We have the sane gospel at all
times divinely sufficient in its power and adaptation alike in the days of
carly marvel and of modern revival,

Let us ever remember, what we are prone to forget, that God’s decrees
include, not merely the end, but the means as well by which that end is to
e attained, and that in this glorious scheme of salvation He has, for our
discipline and His own glory been pleased to lay upon us, His people, the
work of the world’s evangelization.

Seeing, then, that we possess every needed appliance, and the abundant
assurance in scripture, and in history too, of the divine aid and approba-~
tion, are we not shut up to the conclusion that the hindrances exist upon
our parb : that we, by our sloth and carnality, restrain the influences of
the Spirit, and retard the spsedy and powerful operation of the Gospel ?
Let us then, with humble acknowledgment of past short comings, seek to
learn and diligently to discharge our part in the glorious drama. What
then is our share in the fulfilment of prophecy? Presupposing, of cowrse,
a careful study of this, as of other parts of Holy Scripture, we would sum
up what appears to us the proper reply in four pregnant words : Prayer,
Labour, Liberzlity, and Patience. .

Reserving the last two for future discussion, we offer a few remarks
upon prayer and labour. These two things are meetly associated, as
indeed they should ever be regarded. If we sincerely and heartily desire
the ends and objects sought in our petitions, surely their attainment will
be our comstant and earnest endeavour. 1t is true these subjects have
fong had a place in public and private devotion and by hundreds of thou-
sands of lips daily are repeated the words, *‘ Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done upon earth as it is done in heaven.” Bub of these how few
ask with the heart as well as the lips ; how few realize the full import of
their petitions, or xise to that holy boldness essential to ¢‘ the effectual
fervent prayer of the righteous which availeth much!” What greater
eucouragement could we have than His own directions given by the mouth
of Isaiah-—from any other source the language were impious—*‘Ye that
make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and give Him no rest till He
establish and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” Be it ours
to respond, ‘‘For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusa
lem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as
brightness, and the salvation thereof asalamp that burneth.” Let us
pray that He would impress us with the greatness of the work to be done,
and guide us in the manner of doing it : that He would give us grace to
abound in zeal, and wisdom to expend our energies to the best advantage,
both at home and abroad. Hear the Master’s voice as He calls, ¢ Behold,
I say unto you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields; for they are
white already to the harvest.” ¢ The harvest truly is great, but the
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labourers are few : pray yo therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He
would send forth labourersinto the harvest.” While we rightly remember
and care for the isles of the ocean and the distant parts of our land, let us
see to it that omr own corner of the vineyard is well tilled. Truly the
present state of our own church, in this respect, requires our immediate
and most earnest concern.

The last meeting of the committec on vacancies and probationers reports
the Inmentable disproportion of fuity-six of the former, to fifteen of the
latter, so that there 1s **only cne third supply to the vacant congrega-
tions.” Besides this there are sume sixty-fiv: mission stations almost
wholly dependent for the public means of grace upon the handful of
students distributed among them during the summer months. Surely
these facts cry to us as loudly as did the Macedonian in the midnight
vision of the apostle at Troas, ¢ Come over and help us!” Is not the
voice of the Lord saying, * Whom shall I send and who will go for us ?”
Why do our youug men hold back? Why so slow to respond, “‘Here am
I, send me!” TLet our Presbyteries, our Congregations, our Sabbath
Schools, our Christian families, see to it that they are hetter represented
in these fields of labour ; and our people every where that they meet those
who do devote themselves in a becoming spirit of generosity and sympa-
thy.-—But of this more anon.

It is important too that individual, as well as associated efiort, be
exerted. ach, in his own heart, has a little field to cultivate, a httle
domain to conquer and rule. Sec to it then that there at least, ¢ His
kingdom may come and His will be done ;” that there at least be left no
““roots of bitterness” which, springing up, might defile that spot of
lallowed ground. So, too, let each seek to be a living ¢pistle, a burning
and a shining light in the circle, however small, in which he or she moves
aud has influence ; commending to all, both by example and precept, the
gospel in its beauty and excellence. In the words of Christ himself,
“ Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in Heaven.” There is no greater hind-
rance to the spreed of the truth than the inconsistencies of the professed
followers of Christ. Beware, too, that Satan dees not cheat you of this,
your share, in the great work. He is ever ready with specious excuses to
paralyze the cnergies of christians. He would persuade the eager into
abusing the very promises, sud making them pillows of slothful, sinful
inactivity. Are not some at this hour restraining effort in the fond hope
that what they find so difficult will Le accomplished ‘by Him whose
coming draweth nigh? The more humble he would persuade to leave all
dirvect, responsible exertion to those officially appointed to it by the
church. 1f they still hesitate, he appeals for confirmation to that false
humility, begotten of carnal sloth, which makes so many depreciate their
abilities and opportunities, and gradually dismiss the anxieties of their
first love, and socn relapse into idleness and indifference. But let us
never lose sight of the standing orders of Christ, addressed to each one
who enters His service, ¢* Go work *o-day in my vineyard ! There is no
occesion then for any one to delay a single day. What is done by each
may be small and apparently insignificant, but it is by these small contri-
butions that great results are at length attained. It is not by the mighty
deedr of a few that this continent has been so largely reclaimed from its
primitive wilderness state, but by the patient persevering application of
countless axes and ploughshares. So, too, must it be in the moral world,
when ¢ The wilderness and the solitary place are to be made glad, and the
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Qesert to rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” Begin, then, with whatever
lies nearest to hand, without

¢ Waiting for some great thing to do,
Some sceret thing to know,
Content to fill a little space
If He be glorified.”

<« If found faithful in that which is least, He may yet make thee ruler
over many things.” ““Sow by all waters.” ¢ In the morning sow thy
seed, aud in the evening withhold not thy hand; for thou knowest not
whether shall prosper, either this or that, ur whether they both shall be
alike good.”
Seorn not the slightest word or deed,
Nor deem it void of power ;
There’s fruib in each wind-wafted seed,
Waiting its natal hour.

A whispered word may touch the heart,
And call it back to life ;

A look of Jove bid sin depart,
And still unholy strife.

No act falls fruitless; none can tell
How vast its power may be,

Nor what results unfolded dwell
YWithin it silently.

A PLEA FOR THE SABBATH.
THE REPORT OF SYNOD'S COMMITTEE ON SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

The Committee on Sabbath observance beg leave to report :(—

"That no change or incident of consequence, as affecting either the better
or worse observance of the Sabbath, has occurred in the Province since
‘the meeting of Synod last year. o

We trust the statement is as true as it is pleasant, that the christian
people of Canada, alimost without exception, believe in the divine autho-
rity, sanctity, and perpetual obligation of the Sabbath. And, after ma-
king just allowance for the hetervgeneous origin and varied religious cul-
ture of the general population, and for the circumstances of the more re-
cently and thinly settled districts, perhaps in no country in the world is
the Lord's day, on the whule, regarded witl more reverence than in our
own.

Yet would we be most unwisely flatiering ourselves, and encouraging
the already too great neglect of an evil, which, m:yre than any other overt
transgression of Divine law, lies at the root of all irreligion and social
immorality, if we thought and said that the general observance of the
Sabbath among our people was, or was nearly, what it ought to be,

In cities, towns, villages, and purely rural neighbourhoods, every lover
of God and his kind must be painfully aware of a vast amount of open
Sabbath neglect and desecration, We have no data upon which to found
with certainty ; but we think we do not exaggerate when we estimate the
number of people, who might attend, not found in any sanctuary at one
time upon the Lord’sday, as amounting fully to one half of the population.
And what with drinking, though public-houses are closed by law, and
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aporting with gun, and fishing-rod at safe distance from a constable,
pleastire-excursioning by land and water, and pitiful display of tastelesy
overdressing, and gadding about, and taftling, propagating scandal and
folly, which all are app..rent enough, it is hard for one whe would cherisls
a decent respret and good hopes for fellow men and women to repel the
saddest feelings.

Violation of the Sabbath law of another kind, frequently and long com.
plained of, still continues, which, while deserving our strongest reproba-
f10n, is less serecned from remonstrance, and more likely to be abated by
vigorous action, on the part of friends of the Sabbath. We refer to the
saling of the Canadian Inland Navigativn Company’s, and other steamers
on the Lord’s day. It is but fair to state that the vessels of the company
mentioned are not despatched from Montreal to Flamilton, and vice versa,
on any but an ordinary week day ; but, prosecnting the voyage ecommen~
ced on Saturday, they call at and depart from such ports as Preseott,
Brockville, Gananoque, and Kingston twice, and Toronto cuce, every
Lord's day. Connected with this is the keeping open of the St. Lawrence
and Rideau Canals on the vacred day. And there may be mentioned here
also the not infrequent sending on, In Sabbath howrs, of belated ¥Freight~
trains to their destination on the Grand Trunk and Great Western Rails
ways.

'lzhi's traffic of conrse requires the constrained or willing labor of a great
number of persons, such as the officers and crews of the steamers, lock~
keepers and their men on the canals, and mobile and stationary employes
on the Railway. Upon these, and upon their families to some extent,
this employment amounts to an enforced deprivation of Sabbath rest and

rivilege ; and, as an individual has no right to injure another or deprive
%im of food, for ‘“we are to love our neighbors as ourselves,” so & nation,
& corporation, and a company ought to follow the same rule of christian
prineiple. Then, in addition to that wrong done to many, there are so
many more to whom these practices furnish facilities for, and even invite
to Sabbath profanation, which is yearly leading many young persons to
dissipation, ungedliness and ruin.

Last year the Kingston Reformation Society petitioned the three
branches of the Legislature, and received acknowledgments ; but, owing
to the all-engrossing attention of Parliament to Confederation and other
pressing political matters, nething has beern done to effect the object de-
sired—** the closing, and keeping closed all the canals of the Provines o
the Lord’s day, and thereby releasing many of Her Majesty’s subjects
from a cruel grievance they have too long laboured vnder.” The Society
intends to petition for the same object at the next session of Parliament,
¢ being convineed more and more that it is the duty of Government tor
securo to all the right of the full and free enjoyment of the Sabbath.”

The Synod will be pleased to learn that in the eowrse of the past year o
Sabbath Association has been formed in Montreal, which, among other
endeavors of local import has already issued an excellent appeal to the
general public, unequivocally asserting * faith in the divine institution and
ebligatory character of the Holy-day.”

Tt is to be rearetied that, so far as is kmown to the Committes, only two
organizations of this kind exist in the conntry ; for it wounld be hard to
show that eitker christian Missionsor the circulation of the Bible reguired
more, in the present day, the help which comes from the coneentrated
wisdom and energy of associated christian men, than does the preservation
of a holy Sabbath.

An oceurrence has recently taken place in a8 Church Coart in Scotland
40 which reference could hardly be omitted in & Report like this.
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It is o matter of a painful kind, and by some regarded as & portent ;----it
is truly enough a sign which, in the religious tendencies and movements
of the age, may well excite alarm even in people not given to periodical
panic.

We neither sink nor infringe npon the dignity befitting the highest
court of our Church, and the delicacy we should ever mauifest in allusion
to individuals, especially to one belonging to another branch of the Church
of our fathers, and cminent for his literary talents and philanthropy,
when_we plainly say, what every one knows we mean, that we refer to
Dr. Normun McLeod and his extraordinary specch on the Sabbath in the
Presbytery of Glasgow.

It is but an act of simple justice to declare that the anti-scriptural and
dangerous character of the now celebrated speech has been exaggerated
in most guarters ; and it is certainly fo be deplored that zeal for God's
ordinance, or & bad temper, or such a mingling of both as is unhappily
rather common, has led many to misrepresent some statements made by
Dr. McLeod, and to ignore others which go far to qualify the expressions
deservedly found fault with.

Tt is wrong to go beyond tlhe truth in the accusation of any man ; and
it is equally wrong and ineffably mean to hide or refuse to notice truth
which disproves part of the allegation, and must modify our jungment if
we are just.

It is suicidal on the part of advocates of the divine origin and sacred-
ness of the Sabbath to denounce a man *¢ whose name is a household word
wherever our language is spoken or read, and wherever it is known, sug-
gests not only the genial writer, but also the faithful minister, the un-
wearied promoter of the cause of the Gospel athome and abroad,”—-to
couple his name with those of Renan and Celenso, as has been done,--and
to represent him as denying the divine authority of the Sabbath, and bent
on its abrogation. And it is sinning against God and man, against candor
and honor to persistin such accusations when the reputed offender solemn.
1y and repeatedly denies the truth of the charge, when he declares, in
answer to his accusers, that he dees love the Lord’s day, and that he
holds it to be a Divine institution, and of perpetual obligation.

Dr. McLeod’s blameworthy words, which are strange and startlingenough,
and need no seasoning of bitter herbs or other spicery, are these,-—

¢ My opinion is that the whole of that Commandment (the Fourih) and
that the whole Decalogue is abrogated.”

] say the Decalogue was buried in the grave with Jesus Chrisv when
he rose from the Dead.” R

But then, he has added in explanation and in abatement of the conclu-
sion to which such expressions would unavoidably conduct us, other
statements of which we quote again the ipsissima verba :—

¢“I do value the Lord’s day, and I dobelieveit to bea divine institution ;
not a Church institution, but a divine institution.”

¢ T believe the Sabbath to be divine.............. that the Lord’s day ex-
ists on the authority of the Lord and His apostles, and is connected with
the Fourth Commandment, though it is not on the Fourth Commandment
that it rests,” ’

‘I may be wrong, butit is my belief that il you base this day upon
the Decalogue which I think has been abrogated, and upon the Fourth
Commandment, and especially does the Apostle Paul tell us we are not to
Jjudge any man regarding the Sabbath, if you base this day upon that,
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with all these ceremonies which are nailed with Jesus Christ to the Crosg,
it is my belief it will not stand examination.” '

From these statements of his own, Dr. McLeod’s position is easily re~
cognized. The Sciiptural and time-honoured Lehef of the Church is that
the obligation of keeping a Ioly Sabbath is founded upon the command
of God ‘‘ Remember the Sabbath day to keopit holy,” and sanctioned
and enforced by Christ and the Apostles both by example and precept,
and also sanctioned, in fact necessitated by the nature and duties of human
boings. The belief of Dr. McLeod is that the Lord’s day is of divine in-
stitution, of divine authority, but he means the authority of Christ and
Tis Apostles ; that 1t is of perpetual obligation, to be loved and reverenced,
but that it is rightly kept, not in obedience to the law in the Decalogue,
but as a Gospel institation.

Having thus endeavoured to correct Lis representation aund to remove
misapprehension by a candid exhibition of the facts of the case, a course
we aro assured the Synod will approve, the Committee may declare with
freedom how strong their feeling is that the words of Dr. McLeod, con
sidering what they assert and what they deny, where they were spoken,
and what he is who uttered them, deserve animadversion and reproof,
and that they should bo answered by the counter declaraiion of the
Divine truth, given to us to observe for our good always.

The effect of such words from such a man could be bardly anything else
than painful to many of their hearers and readers. "They could only causoe
surprise and sorrow to christian people in Scottand and elsewhere. They
would snggest donbt of the obligation of holy Sabbath-keeping to many
who would not understand, and to many who would not heed the wise
distinctions between qua Decalogue and que Gospel. They would be
seized upon as a make-weight to arguments and influences brought at this
time to bear against the national reverence for the Sabbath by Railway
Directors and auntherities favouring the running of trains on the Yord’s
Day. And they would be used by the more vulgar Sabbath breaker,
“ giving opportunity to many who desire nothing better than to practise
tlus iiveverence under the segis of his great name.”

Purther, Dr. McLeod’s words, when not intended to invalidate the
divine authority of the Lord’s day, were unnecessary. No christian man
in a condition of sanity, even on the supposition tlut the moral law que
Decalogue was abrogated, would think 1t imperative on him to tell men,
in the present state of the world, that they were not required to know and
love and serve their God on the authority of the first three eommand-
ments, and that it was quite permissible to murder, bite and devour one
another for anything the Sixth Commandment said to the contrary.
Just as little was it requisite to tell men whose unhappiness and loss it is
that they do not love and sanctify the Sabbath too well, that no obliga-
tion was laid upon them by God’s solemn words, who was thinking vn
tkem and providing for their good when He made the Sabbath for man,
and said, Remember to keep it holy.

But the words of Dr. McLeod have also a clear distinct meaning : they
both affirm and deny in express terms : and so far as they touch upon the
old doctrine respectingthe Sabbbath and the Decalogue they are fallacious
and untrue.

There is fallacy which almost wears the appearance of disingenuousness,
when in the argument the Fourth Commandment is coupled with *alf
these ceremenies which are nailed with Jesus Christ to the Oross.”—The
cevemonies of the dosaic Dispensation ceased with the order of things to
which they belonged : but the Sabbath—made for men<-instituted in
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Eden—is not a ceremony, but the day of holy rest, and for the special
sbservance of such religious ceremonial as God may ordain. Surely the
distinction between ceremonial law and moral law is recognizable. An
ordinance designed to serve a temporary purpose—to be a symbol in an
earlier age, of a truth to be apprehended by a later, or the sign of some-
thing bettter to come, can be distinguished from an ordinance grounded
on the nature of God and man in their relation to each other, and iu the
fitness of things. Christ frequently refers expressly to the Decalogue—
and ever as the unqestionable Law of righteousness,  Its most concise and
beautiful summary was framed by Him,—* Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God, &c.” He speaks again of the Law or the early Revelation compre-
hensively, and says, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the Law, till all be fulfilled.” Heaven and
carth are existing yet, and so is the law of God.

The commang respecting Cities of Refuge, for example, was fulfilled,
when, in the advancing civilization of the people of Israel, the practice of
redressing one’s own wrongs fell into abeyance, and was supplanted by
slower but safer and more humane juridical proceedings ; and now it serves
no purpose but the moral one of teaching us by vivid illustration about
Christ our Refuge from the avenger. And the command respecting
sacrifice was fulfilled when ‘¢ once in the end of the world Christ appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself,” and when by that ¢ one
offering He perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” And now the
law of sacrifice remains only to remind us of *the Lamb of God,” ¢ who
loved us and gave Himself for us,” and how we should present ourselves
a living sacrifice to Gud. But the command respecting the Sabbath can be
fulfilled in noother way then by keeping the Sabbathholy. The Sabbath
is indeed the shadow of a good thing to come—the rest which remaineth
for the people of God ; but it is also the substance of a good thing now—
the day which the Lord hath made, and blessed. Fulfilment in the sense
of accomplishment and termination which applies to temporary and cere-
monial enactment, does not apply in that sense at all to Sabbath law.
That law in the nature of things is only fulfilled by & perennial doing of
what God hath enjoined.

There is fallicy again in the reasoning when it is maintained that the
Decalogue is abrogated, because specially given to the Hebrew people with
the economy arranged for them, and when that argument is supported on
the authority of texts in the Epistles (Rom. xiv. 4. €. Col. ii. 16, 17.) If
we have nothing to do with the Decalogue because we are not Israelites
rescued from Egyptian bondage, by the application of the like rule, we
have nothing to do with Epistles addressed to Greek strangers and Jews
and Proselytes residing in Rome, and to some other Jews and Greeks in
Colosse in the first century, This kind of reasoning contradicts the prin-
ciple enunciated in the words, ‘ whatsoever thingswere written aforetime,
(surely the Decalogue among the rest,) were written for our learning,”
and, if carried to its logical issue, would deprive uws of Revelation
altogether.

"There is also a mis-statement amounting to untruth when it is affirmed,
‘“ The Decalogue was bLuried with Jesus Christ—when he rose from the
dead.” If Dr. McLeod had smd the Decalogue was buried with Christ—
when He descended ‘into the grave—he would have avoided a blundering
inaccuracy of speech ; and he would have suggested a precious Gospel
truth. For we can well admit that, as Christ was laid in the tomb, there
was entombed with Him—holy law and glorious gospel—life and hope for
man. All good for man was in Christ—and therefore lay huried with
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Him. But the grave could not hold Christ. He rose again. And with
Him rose all the good that was in Him—Law and Gospel—Precept and
Promise—Salvation and the keeping of a Sabbath in earth and heaven.

Just as the Sabbath law stands in the Decalogue, between the first and
second Tables, binding them together, essential to the honoring of them
both,—or ay the pedestal on which they both rest, withont which rest they
fall ; so, with philusophical precision, does it stand in the nature of
things—in the nature of man as an intelligent creature of God and con-
nected with his kind ; while further the sinfulness of fallen man and his
need of God’s teaching and mercy, though not the condition whick
necessitates the Sabbath, certainly makes the Sabbath a more necessary
aud precious gift of grace from the Futher in heaven. For if there be a
God or Saviour for us and fellow-sinners to know, and seek and obey ; if
we are all brethren, all needing each other’s help—needing the common
salvation, and lying tugether under obligatiens to hencur enr Lord, and
1o serve one another ; then we must have a common worship of the one
God and Father of all. We must learn His will concerning us ; we must
learn our duties to each other—we must singly and together learn all the
words of His law, and listen to His gospel, and if so, then there must be
a stated meeting-time and a sanetnary—a sacred day and a sacred place
for holy convocativn—a holy day for rest frem secular toil, for the mutnal
recognition of our brotherhood, and for combined worship and approach
to our Father in heaven.

So necessary for us is the Sabbath—for our physieal and moral well
being, that had not God vrdained it, the instincts of our nature once
quickened by a hope in Gud—or a sense of our neced of God, would have
suggested aud led to its institution—and made it the pearl of days.

PATRICK GRAY, Convener.

THE STATISTICS OF THE CHURCH.

The foltowing, from the Report of the Cummittce on Statistics compiled
with much labour and diligenee by the Convener, the Rev. John Gray, will
give a brief but comprehensive view of the condition ef the Church. We
append the tabular statements both of the Statistics and Finances.

¢ From acareful examination of the Statistical Returns your Committee
are enabled to present the following general view of the Church’s outward
aspects.

There are seen about 600 sacred edifices of al sizes and forms dotting
the surface of the country from Bletis to Sarnia, and within whose walls
divine worship is celebrated from week to week, by about 240 messengers
of the Cross. To them is entrusted the pastoral ovessight of about 25,000+
households and upwards of 41,000 communicants, along with the superin-
tendence of the religious instruction of nearly 30,000 young persons. The
regular visitation of those num<2reus families, and of the sick and aged,
the oversight of about 400 week-day meetings, and the providing of
spiritual food for the thousands that wait on their ministry, comprise a
series of daily and arduous labors, the burden and care of which are well
nigh overwhelming. In theso trying and varied duties, they are aided by
the prayers, sympathy and co-operation of between 1,500 and 2,000
elders, of between 10,000 and 12,000 other oflice-bearers, and of a large
and zealous body of Sabbath School Teachers.

What amount of spiritual good may result from these diversified and
multiplied labors, is only known to the Great Head of the Church, under
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=hose guidance and dependence on whose blessing, it becomes us to sow
in hope and labor in hepe.

The improved financial state of the Church, asindicated by the Returns,
<alls for special thanks to the Father of lights, from whom cometh down
every good and perfect gift.

The liberality of the people having been stimulated by the great
aaterial prosperity of the country, the contributivus for religious objects
have been su largely increased, that the gruss aggregate amouut, on the
face .of the Returns, nearly reaches $275,000 There are even ample
grounds for concluding that with full Reports from each eongregation, the
whole amount would exceed $300,000,—the largest sum ever raised by
our Church,—and plainly indicating the growth of more generous and
liberal feelings, throughout the bounds of our Zion. The Returns when
compared and examined, shew an average contribution from each commu-
nicant of §7 50, being the largest ever reached by us, and putting us in
this respect, in advance of the Churches in this land or in the old
country. ’

As might have been expected, the improved material eondition of the
Jand bos more or less benefited the various symodical schemes. 3But,
while nut overlooking them, it is gratifying to find that the most important
financial branch—the Stipend Fund, has been most liberally dealt with
and exhibits an increase of over §20,000. At the saime time general
congregational interests have not been neglected, from the fact of the
countributions for Church purposes shewing an augmentation of more than
$10,000. Using round numbers, the College Fund presents an increase
of about §60., the Home Mission of about §3,000, the Foreign Mission of
more than §700, and the Synodical of about §40., while the gross con-
tributions from all sources exceed those of last year by nearly §50,000.
The only drawback to this pleasing statement is a decrease of nearly $200,
in the Widows’ and Orphans’, and aged Dinisters’ Fund, This result
however much to be deplored, may be traced, not to any diminished
interest in these important schemes, but to ths termination of the special
effort s0 successfully made by the late United Presbyferian Church.

‘The increase in the Colleze Fund, though smallis encouraging, since if
has been produced, not so much as formerly, by special efforts, put forth
bya few leading congregations, as by the more general and extensive
support tendered toit by the Church at large. It is cause for deep
regret, that 28 settled charges are reported as not contributing fowards
the maintenance of our Collegiate Institution. One fourth of these
Lelongs to the Bruckville Presbytery, while the remaining three fourths
are scattered over the other Presbyteries.

The income of the Home Missior seems largely augmented and ap-
proaches $10,000. Were all its sources of revenue added up, the amount
would be doubled. This pleasing result is due partly to the continually
growing intcresiin this able important scheme, and partly to the more
faithful carrying out of the injunctionsof Synod, respecting the formation
of congregational Missionary Associations.

Notwithstanding the large increase of the Stipend Fund and the great
reduction of arrears in many cases, yet owing to the more numerous
turnsof this year, and the great amounts due by several congregations,
the arrears reported are sowewhat larger thau those of last year, being
$9984 49 against §9504 55, 2n increase of §479 94. These discouraging
Jists are found in every Presbytery, except that of Paris, to the large
number of 54, and exactly one-half consists of sums exceeding $100.
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Your Comuittee would most earnestly urge on Presbyteries the neces-
sity of at once dealing with the cases under their respective jurisdiction,
and of promptly applying such remedies as they, in their wisdom, deem
most expedient, in order that past arrears may be liquidated, and steps
taken to prevent future accumulations.

In gratifying contrast with these humbling cases may be noticed the fact
of many congregations exceeding the amount of Stipend proriised. A
course of procedure absolutely requisite, from the angmented cost of all
the necessaries of life.  On the other hand, it is discouraging to find, that
48 ministers receive less than £450 with a manse, or less than £500
without such a building. Only. two Presbyteries, Grnelph and Stratford,
shew no such inadequate stipends, and that of Paris has only one.

That necessary appendage to any well organized congregaiion,—the
Manse, appears to be receiving more attention—the number reported
being 103, or 12 more than last year.

While speaking so favourably of the general financial state of our
Church, your Committee desire it to be borne in mind, that the settled
charges reporiing are by fifteen more numerous than those of last year,—
an increase, however, not by any means suflicient to account for the large
augmentation in the gross contributions.

It is, morcover, to be hoped that they will not be charged with making
any inviduous distinction, if they direct special attention to the admirable
financial condition of the Paris Presbytery. Iis Return isin every ves-
pect a model report, presenting a coniribution to cach Synodical scheme
from each congregation, except in two cases—one charge oontributing
nothing to the College, and another to Foreign Missions.

It may be well usked, if there be any insurmountable obstacle in the
way of any of the other Presbyteries, preventing them from presenting
an equally well-fitted Financial Sheet.

It being absolutely necessary that the limits of the Finauneial year be
altered, to allow the Statistics to be submitted in proper time to the su-
preme court, your Committes recommended that in future the financial
year run from 1st April to 3Ist March, commencing with the present
year, which will, therefore, begin on the st May, 1866, and end on the
31st March, 1867,
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RMisstomary HInteligence,

REV. J. NISBET'S ARRIVAL AT HIS DESTINATION.

We are happy to announce the safe arrival of the Rev. J. Nisbet.
The intelligence was brought by the following letter from the Rev. J.
Black. We hope soon to receive a more particular account from Mr.
Nisbet himself. In the meantime, it becomes us to be thankful to God
for His great goodness vouchsafed to our brother in his tedious and peril-
ous journey :—

Red River, August 13th., 1866.
My Drar Mr. Bugns,

I write you a h-rried note this evening to say that we have just had
the happitess of hearing of the safe arrival of our missionary party ab
Carleton, on the Saskatchewan. Mr. Nisbet writes from that place under
date 19th July. They had gone through in 39 days, having been a good
deal delayed by wet weather. They had, however, been all well with the
exception of some slight illnesses at the start, and got through themselves,
their catfle, and their goods, all in good order.

We had heard alarming reports about hostile Indians, ana that they
had been robbed by the way. It appears they had no interruption what-
ever. You may be sure the good news of Saturday lifted a load of anx-
iety from our minds. They found Mr. G. Flett waiting for them at Carle-
ton, and they seemed about determined to pitch their tents at Sturgeon
River, some 20 miles below Carleton, instead of going to Fort Pitt, some
200 milés above. All the Company’s gentlemen recommended this. It is
an exceilent place for farming, fishing, and wood—three great requisites
—and has the great advantage of being safe from war parties of Indians,
and never likely to become the seat of war. It is also about 200 miles
nearer the settlements, which is in many respects an advantage. H. B.
Co. very friendly. Mr. Christie, the chief Factor of the Saskatchewan
District, promised me to do all for the mission in his power, and to pro-
tect it as far as he was able ; and this without any solicitation on my
part.

Perhaps Mr. N. bas written you. If so, all right; but as he wrote
very hurriedly to his father-in-law (not to me), I thought, perhaps, he
might not have had tims to write to you ; and, thevefore, it was right for
me to send a line or two.

Yours truly,
JOHN BLACK.

LETTER FROM REV. D. DUFF.

It will be seen from the following letter that there is not much progress
af present in British Columbia, We trust, however, that the labours of
our brethren will not be without good results :—

My Dear Me. Burns.—I write at this time rather to fill up the other-
wise extending interval than because of having anything important or
even interesting to communicate.

Quickness and dulness, to an extent unknown in the history of the
colony, characterize the present of British Columbia. Were it not for
invasion rumours, and for the preparations which such apprehensions,
however futile in reality they may be, usually call forth, our condition
would be rather to be pitied than envied. Every dispensation of Provi-
dence, we believe, has its purpose to serve, whether it eventuate in the
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coming of an army of locusts, or a herd of infatuated discontents, by
whatsvever designation they be known,

It 13 for us tu use caution, vigilance, and thnely preventatives, equal
and adequate to the occasion. Here,Ywe have not been lacking, on our
part, in the great voluntcer movement of the day. Thuse whose k.ow-
ledge and experience had herctofore been confined to the pen or plough-
share, have entered the new school of military discipline, so that if the
Japanese or New Zealander visit onr gold fields, in other than a peace-
able mood, it may be in our power gently to apply the rod of correction.

Our population is small, so that where Canada could produce tens of
thousands, we can scarcely muster tens; but we earnestly trust that in
cither case, the fewer ur the larger number may meet the emergency. It
is the part of wisdom to Gusire that asa people and as individuals we
were more wise, both for the present and future, in providing and prepar-
ing ourselves against cneluics, suen and unseen, well known to be near
at home and not afar off.

I only wish it was in my power, as in fact it is not, to record a volunteer
movement in progress in another and more important direction. It is
truly to be desired and prayed for, that an impulse were given through
the power of the truch that would issue in an enrolment under the Divine
Captain of our faith and salvation, whose leadership is the pledge and
assurance of individual safety and national security. :

A dark cloud of adversity seems at present to be hovering over owr
land, or, as it might be otherwise expressed, the pecuniary state and
prospects of our colony are at a very low ebb. The new Illdorados have
not turned ovut the wealth-producing regions which fancy had anticipated
and pictured.

It 1s doubtful whether our revenue this year will reach half the cost of
our burdensume government. Many are leaving these parts for a more
stable and settled country ; not a few for the homnes whence they have
come, where they will be less atfegted Ly depressing fluctuations.

I do nut mean either to mply or suppose that British Columbia has no
features of attraction, no permanent resources, o fields of industy, with
the inviting prospect of being remunerative, for the past has, to an
extent not inconsiderable, shown it to be otherwise; but that we nced
especially here, not merely a large immigration of an indiscriminate
population, such as usually happens iu a new colony, but i large amount
of capital introduced, which, under proper direction and management,
might be made o yicld most amply in the hands of energy and enterprise.

Ilately visited the scttlement of Langley, one of the cld Hudson Bay
Forts, 17 miles abuve New Westminster, on the Fraser,

In a district comprising four miles abuve and four below, there may be
found from Su to 40 settlers, only about half of whumn attended our
service.  The mothudist mdssion has supplicd vrdinances hore once a month
regularly for some years. As I have before intimated, the sucial system
i our farm setttlements greatly needs purification.  With the exception
of a week or two in Victoria, I have given stated attention to this place.

It was my purpose to visit the new mines, but am less decided so to do
because of the few there. .Accounts state that public morals, sabbath
observance, dec., at Bigbend mines might make Cariboo blush.  The more
need, of course, for the evangelist. We ave singularly isolated in these
parts. I have not heard from Victoria for 2 month, nor from Nanaimo
for nearly two wonths, and as for christian fellowship in this place, I am
as much encouraged tu look fur perpetual sunshine,

With kind regards,
: D. DUFF.
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MISSIONS OF FREE CHURCH.

Caur vor Misstowaries.—The September number of the Record contains an
carnest call for missivnary labourers, The Foreign Mission Committee require five
or six missionaries for India, and two for Africa. But none have offered their
services. * Alas,? it is said, “ that after the powerful and heart stivring aldres
of the Convener, at last assembly, they should still have to ask, * Where are the
Men?” For well nigh two years they have been enquiring for them on all bands,
but their efforts to find even one suitable man have hitherto failed. Are there
none with the requisite gifts willing to place their services ut the disposal of the
Committee, or ready to accept the call to labour in the foreign field when, in the
providence of ‘God, it is again addressed to them? Do the ministers of our
Church not koow of any ? Is our Chureh, so far as her 1ising ministry 1 re con-
cerned, growing indifferent alike to the Saviour’s last and gicat command, and to
the sad condition of the millions of perishing heathen?® Nut to mention the
name of the hououred Convener of the Committee, dues the noble, self raaificing,
Christ-like example of M -tonald, and Ewart, and Mackay, and Nesbit, and
Mitchell, and Anderson, and Johnston, and Hislop, and others, whose record is on
bigh, fail to awaken in the breasts of sume the desire, and to fire them with a holy
ambition to tread in their fuotsteps? Are the missions to continue indefinitely
in their present erippled condition ¥ and are the missionaries now in the field to
be left to bear a burden which in many cases is more than suflicient to tax the
energies and strength of the strongest ?

Agnin we ask, ** Where are the Men?” What of all the students who com.
pleted their theological course at the several Halls last session? What of the
large number of probationers of our echurek? And are there none among the
younger minislers, who, in view of the present necessity, and in obedicuce to the
eall now addressed to them, are prepared, like the sainted Macdonald, v rela.
quish the ministry at home for the wider sphere of uscfulness aud more honora-
ble position of missionaries to the heathen ¢

Nagpore.—The following letter will shuw that while accessions are Leing made
to the churek: fru time to time, the missionary labourers are vecasivually tried
by the backsliving of those over whem they wateh. But these ate tiials from
which the apustles themselves were not exempted. Let the pravers of God's
people ascend not merely for the bringing in of many eunverts, but also for the
establishing and confirming of those who have been brought unto the chureh,

“ I have now to report the cases of the following individuals who have recently
been received into the membership of the church by baptism.

*1st. Nagama, wife of Cornelius, sepoy of the 7th Regiment M. N. T, and who
has been very earnest in teaching her the way of salvation through Christ. The
regiment is stationed at Raepore, 182 milea eastward of this; and about two
years ago, Cornelius and his friend Mark, a camp-follower of the sume regiment,
In interesting cireumstances which I narrated at the time, came Lo we and were
baptized ; Cornelius then went back t. uis regiment, and has since been doing his
utmost to witness for Clrist among friends and comrades. At the time of her
Laptisin, a few months ago, his wife was not so far advanced iz Clristian know-
ledge as I would have liked; but she professed to belicve on J.sus, aud her
husband was anxivus, especially as e had brought her all the way from Ruepore,
that she might eonfess Christ before the world by receiving the ordinauce of
baptism. Cornelius promised still to continue his instructiong, so that I complied
with his request, and baptized her and their little son of four years. They have
now gone back to Racpore, and frequently T hear good aceounts of them.

* 2nd. Narrainswami, a reeruit lad of the same regiment, aged fifteen, may be
regarded as the fruit of Corneliug’s efforts to make known Christ in the regiment.
This lad and s brother, who is older, were led to read the word by the advice
of Cornelius, who also explained to them what he knew of the Christian seriptures,
For a time the clder biother, who is a gepoy, beeame very anxious about his
soul’s salvatiu , und upenly spoke cf Christ to his cumrades, and commended to
their careful perusal the word of God. This sovn roused the coemy of souls, so
that Narrainswami’s brother recoiled from the persecution which his condemna-
tion of idolatry and speaking in favour of Christ and the Christian religion
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brought upon bim. However, Narrainswami was not so dismayed at their
threats; aud even thouuh his brother now urged him to give up all thoughts of
becoming a Christian, he vesolved, at all hazards, to cast in his lot with the
Lord’s people.  For this purpose hie obtained leuve, much against the adviee of
his friends, and came to Nagpore. He vends and speaks Buglish very well, a
knowledgo of which he acquired in the ragimeatal school. I was much satisfied
with his examiuation. He seems a very seriously disposel, and is an intellizent
young mn, especially in regacd to the Seriptures. He was baptized with others
Ju-t w be nanied, oo the 29th April.

“3rd. Rudrama, about forty years of age, is the widowed niother of Mark.
She, with her son Subaraidoo, aged thirteen, aud her daughter of nine years, have
all been under special instraction for the last three and a half months. Both
Mark and Haraland, our catechist, have taizen much pains to instruct them in the
way of ife,  With the examination of the mother I was very much plensed, but
of the boy and girl 1t is more difficult to speak. Mark is the head of the family,
and ever since his baptiem he has impiessed us all with a deep sense of his piety,
so that from what I know of the fanuly T had vo difficulty in administering the
ordinance to the mother and her two children.

“Let us hope that these are additivnal tokens that the Lord’s kingdom is
advaucing in our midst  On the vther haod, we have occasionally our trials and
disappuintments. At the end of last year, Sugal Vesbore, who was baptized
about a year previous, suddenly left us during the holidays, on the plea of going
to visit his mother who had come to Leounee. He has wmever returned, but
whether it is his own choice or not we cannot tell. It may be that he has been
detained by force; but it is a little suspicious that he has left some debt behind
him, although the amount is not large. ~We hope the best of him.

“ Another, who renounced popery some time ago. since the death of his wife
has either gone back or become indifferent towards the things that coucern his
eternal welfare,

* 1nese are trins that are common ; but the Lord, who undertakes for us, may
chastise and humble us, but he will not forsake his own chosen ones, or allow
them o he destroyed by him who gues about like a rvaring liog seeking whom
he may devour.”

MISSIONS OF IRISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
Borsap, 20th June, 1866,
TWENTY FOUR BAPTISMS AT ONE TIME,

I wrote to you last mail, yet resume my pen to communicate what you
and the friends at home will be interested to know.

Most of the facts connected with the movement among the Dheds some
time ago were reported to you at the time of their occurrence. The ex-
citement, which continued for a scason, as you know gradually subsided.
We have since had time to take a calin review of the various and somewhat
perplexing—I 1nay almost say contradictury—features of the movements.
As you may remember, 1 was not sangunine of very great or very
remarkable results, for former eapericuces had niade me cautious. Yet I
was sahiguine of being, by the grace of God, allowed to gather some fruit.
The first-fruits were gathered by our brother, Mr. Moore, some time ago,
in the baptism of those who had removed from this neighbourhood to
Shahawadi. I have now to report the baptism, on the 10th of this month,
of eight men, nine women, and seven children—in all, twenty-four
persons.

This does not increase the number of our Christian community, as re-
ported to you in my last statistical statement. It only removes the above
number from the class of candidates to that of the baptized. It is satis-
fuctory that after more than two vears of trial, the names of so many were
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oa the same day received into the roll of the Church. I have but few
candidates on the roll now, but I hops soon to be able to buptize them
also. After that weshall have to look around again to see where the Lord
will open another door of entrance,

I have the best hope as to the sincerily of these newly-admitted, All
the adults have been very attentive to instruction ; they have acyuired a
very creditable amount of knowledge, and their conduct has steadily im-
proved. May they be long spared to fill well their places in the Church.
It is an interesting and rather a remarkable circumstance, that all the
adults are in the prime of life. There is one lad of 18—one woman of 40.
The rest vary from about 25 to 35 years of age. 'With one exception,
they are also all in good health. The exception is of a woman who, 1
fear, is nnt long for this world. She is the wife of a convert who was
baptized some seven or eight years ago. She did not join her husband at
the time of his conversion. About three yecars ago her sight began to
fail, and she soon bécame quite blind., Shortly after, her general health
gave way, and soon she was almost confined to her bed. In this state her
mind opened out to spiritual things. I often visit her and have much
conversation with her. She never utters a word of cumplaint, but, on
the contiary, always exhibits a thankful frame of mind. Her sufferings
are great, but her consolations abound. The other day speaking of her
blindness, she said—¢“I daily thank God that He has deprived me of
sight. I am not conscious of blindness, for God is continually showing
me many things, and I feel as if I saw more than when I had vision. He
}as only shut my eyes to the troubled and distracting matters around me
"yut he has opened my mental eyes to many glorious spiritual matters. I
feel as if I can contemplate them without distraction all day, and they are
my juy. My pains and sufferings may be distressing, but they are
nothing to what Christ sufferedl. He suffered the chastisement of our
sins—we endure only the incidental sufferings of life. Sin may cause
them, but they are not the chastisement of sin.  Had I not the consolation
of Christ.—the assurance that He is doirg all thing well, even now, for
me, and that He has secured eternal happiness for me—I should have
died long ago ; I could not have endured both bodily and mental suffer-
ing. When I think of what I might have endured among the heathen,
with my mind in darkness as well as my eyes deprived of vision, I can
only rejuice at the providence of God that has brought me here, placed
me among His people, and given me the knowledge of His Son.”

From the first he tricd to make himself useful in communicating what
knowledge he acquired. I early cmpluyed him in going from village to
village and speaking to his countrymen. I believe his work has been
owned for guod. If he cuntinues to give eynal promise of usefulness, T
would propose him as a student to be taken under the care of the Presby-
tery. But this is in its own time.

You will see by the accompanying table how very different have beewn
the results of labour here has to baptism in successive years :—

In 1860 there were baptized....ccevievanaaiiins 13
InI86L...cccinncminrerrsiccccasseccantsecneaess 10

In1862. . ciieenineiii it iiinaeeaaan., 10
8 ¢ R 9
8N 7
In1865...ccuivinennnnna. Cereercacesannneaienanos 4
In 1866 (six months)...... teeeerrensineeiannnes 20

Totaleseereisiirenienaocens 00 seeeaan %
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There is one matter I have been wishing very much to hear more of
fromyou. Some time ago you wrote about a Medical Missionary, and I
was in hopes you would have succeeded in finding one for this sphere.
You have evidently not succeeded, for we have heard nothing more on the
subject since. I hope, however, that the matter is still before the mind
of the Directors, and that you are making some effort to secure the ser-
vices of a medical man,

Medical Missions have been, I think, attended with a blessing wherever
they have buen tried.  Of course, sometimes there may be a failure as to
wndiiduals—the right man may not have been got. But where the
Missions have been sustained, the results have been satisfactory. For
many yoars it has been my desire to see a Medical Mission established
bere, and 1 do hope you will see the way plain before you to reinforce us
with the supply of that desideratum.

The Government have hospitals in their military and prineipal civil
stations ; but large districts are left withont medical help. The nearest
doctor to this is more than twenty miles distant, and across the river. In
the opposite direction, at the distance of thirty miles, there is anather.
Sick people daily come to me from the distance of several miles for medi-
cine. Were there a Medical DMissionwry here he would have plenty of
practice and be very useful.

MISSIONS OF UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Janatca.—The Rev. A, Thowmson of Montego Bay, gives an interesting
account of Hampden, one of the cungregations in Jamaica for which a
minister is necded.  He says :—

“1 was at Hampden two weeks ago, preaching and dispensing the
Lord’s Supper.  There was a large congregation.  Indeed, I do not think
I ever saw more numerous attendance there, except un the Sabbath pre-
ceding DMr. D’Lean’s departure from the island.  As I entered the pulpit,
and looked upon the audience—so much larger than that which I am
accustoned to preach to—I could not but feel sad that so numerous a
flock should be without a shepherd.  And I resolved, after the labours of
the day, that I would write you again, by the first mail, on the great and
urgent need there is for the speedy settlement of a minister at this impor-
tant station. You know how it would fave with a Church in Scotland,

. were it to be for a length of time without a pastor of its own ; and you
will readily believe that, in a country like this, the evils resulting to a
congregation, from a vrotracted vacancy in the pastorship, are innnensely
more serious. You will bear in mind that a circumiacent country, for
miles around, is the proper diocese of the Hampden minister. The dis-
trict, moreover, is a very populous one, comparatively at least, containing
a number of independent or freehold villages, besides those usually found
on sugar estates. There are three week-day schools in connection with
the Chu:rch ; and there are, or were, also nearly twenty district prayer
meetings, which required pastoral visitation and superintendence. Indeed,
1 do not know a more important or eligible sphere of labour in Jamaica—
one, where an cnergetic and earnest missionary of the cross would be more
likely, under the divine blessing on his exertions, to reap a harvest of
precious fruit to the praise and glory of divine grace. I do most ardently
hope aund pray that God may put it into the heart of some such person, in
answer to the call of the Board of Missions, to offer himself for this post
of arduous, but honourable and glorious work.”

INpra.—From Ajwere the Rev. J. Robson, gives an interesting account
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of the various missionary operations carried on at that station. There is
a central school and also branch schools, all in a flourishing condition. A
book shop has been opened as a means of cirenlating books, and as a
centre for evangelization. Week evening mcetings are held at which
from 30 to 60 are generally present. The gospel is preached in the Ba-
zaars, and the sudience are gencrally large aud attentive. Mr. Robson,
thus speaks of the little native church.

¢¢ 1 have hitherto spoken only of our exertionsin converting the heathen
without—of our struggles and disputings. It isa relief to turn from
them to the little church which has been organized in the city. We have
now an Urdu service regularly in the school every Sabbath morning,
which is attended by as many of the native christians as ean come—one
or two Buropean, one or two heathen. At the conclusion of it, the chil-
dren arc formed into a Sabbath School, of which there are two classes,
one conducted in English and the other in the vernacular. The numbers,
indeed, are very small ; but it is, nevertheless, a pleasant and refreshing
thing to meet thus, two or three in Christ’s name, with the assurance
that he is in the midst of us—more for us than all they that are against us.
Especially refreshing arc the times of communion. We tuke the Lord's
Supper together ou the first Sunday of cvery month ; and I believe that
we have all fels the quickening influence of the performance of this duty.
Annie, the eldest daughter of our native catechist, has, as a fruit of it,
applied for admission to the church, and been received with every satis-
faction. Among those of the station who attend our service, a weekly
prayer meeting has been organized, without our assistance, thongh we ace
of course glad to be present and to take part in it. I caunot Lut loox on
these things as tokens for good ; and I trust that the Spirit working in
us, may work through us to the conversion of many of the heathen.

ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN MISSION IN CHINA.

The following is from the Presbyterian Messenger, of the English Pres-
byterian Church. We rejoice to see that the mission is still making
progress.

BAPTISM OF THREE CONVERTS AT PECHUIA.

My Dear Mgr. MaruiesoN,— Last Sabbath was the Communion at
Pechuia, and on that occasion I baptized three young men, a measure of
progress in that little church which we have not seen for many years
before. However, it must be added that one of the three can hardly be
said to belong to the Pechuia congregation, though he is connected with
the Pechuia church. His name is Hiang, and he comes from the village
of Cheng-Chwan, which you will find on our map about the head of the
Pechuia river. His elder brother was converted through hearing the
Gospel at Amoy several months before the first movement at Pechuia
began (twelve years ago). On account of him I used often to visit Cheng-
Chwan, but during many years only one person was converted—a stranger
from Ke-bu-siu, who soon after returned to his native village, and our
friend was again left solitary ; but, shortly before his death, about a year
ago, his brother Hiang was awakened, and about the same time several
others in the village and neighbourhood became somewhat interested, so
that now about a dozen persons meet there every Sabbath for worship, as
they are too far (about fourteen miles) from Pechuia to allow of anything
more than occasional visits to the chapel. Of late, the head boatman of
the River Gospel Boat, a Chioh-bey member, named Sick, has often con-
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ducted Subbath worship at the village, especially when the boat has becn
waiting at wan-jim on our visits to Khi-boey ; but these inquirers have
rarely had other opportunities of instruction. On Sabbath week I had
asked them tu spend the day at Pechuia to meet me to be examined, but
they could not come, as theie villago was at feud with a powerful clan on
the road ; so on the following Saturday I visited them, and the fend,
being uearly scttled, several came to enjoy the Sabbath privileges at
Pechuia,  Besides the one reccived there were two or three othors with
whom I was very much pleased. They have now resolved, if possible, to
prepare a room for worship, and we have promised that, if they do sc, we
will try to give them frequent supply.

Of the other two members, one is the young lad, Ticn-khey, living in a
village about two miles from Pechuia, across the river, of whom we have
previously written as having much vivlent persecution frowm his parents.
Of late this oppusition has taken a milder form, such as accasionally keep-
ing him from Sabbath worship by preventing his getting cash to pay the
ferry-boat, or by locking him up in a roomn.

A few days ago I visited the village, and had a very good o.portunity
of preaching to his fellow-villagers. I did not see his father, but found
his mother in a singular state of mind, at one timo acknowledging the
truth of Christianity, at other times bewailing her son’s determivnation to
cast in his Jot with the people of Gud. On the Sabbath she came to the
chapel to sce him baptized. I did not see her (as the place railed and
screened off for the women in the Pechuia chapel is very private), but I
learned that she looked sometimes quite pleased, and at other times was
weeping : and that, shortly afier. the service, when the wife of the third
new member came in lamenting over her husband’sapostacy from the tradi-
tions of his fathers, and trying to make a disturbance, she astonished onr
friends by taking the side of the converts. Let us, thevefore, take enconr-
agement to pray that in this case (as it has so often been found) those who
oppose the Gospel may themselves receive it.

On the same occasion were admitted two members who had been under
suspension, but had to suspend andther member. We also gave a certifi-
cate to one of the brethren who had moved to Amoy, for we have the
system of certificates on change of residence in full operation.

The Sabbath wes altogether the most interesting and refreshing which
I have spent at Pechuia for many, many years. The three admissions,
and the presence of so many candidates, reminded us « £ the old days when
the work first took root in the place, and when 2 ye: r or two afterwards
the candidates from Baypay and its villages used to cume to Pech-.ia for
instruction before they had regular ordinances for themselves. But yet,
when we deduct the portion due to Cheng-Chwan, there remains but little
signs of advanee in the congregation of Pechuia itself. O that we might
see it revived again as of old—nay, Lot as of old, but with renewed and
increased measure !

PROGRESS AT KHI-BOEY AND BAYPAY,

While I was at Pechuia, Mr. Swanson spent the Sabbath at Xhi-boey.
He reports very decided progress in several of the candidates there, so
that we may hope to admit several on the next visit.

This week he tried to go to Aahai, but a violent north wind drove him
back, and he has gone with Mr. McGregor to the Baypay side, where
there are ost cheering signs of constant progress ; especially of late there
are o number of sew inquirers from a village about ten miles from the
chapel, situated, as far as we can learn, nearly on the road from Kang-
khan to Kang-boey ; of this you shall have details ere long,
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PROGRESS AT CHIN-CHEW.

We have cheering accounts from Chinchew of the yood opportunities of
preaching enjoyed by our agents there, and of the disappointment, so far
at least, of our fears as to threatened opposition. Wu long to revisit the
city, especially as several persuns are said now to come regularly to
worship ; bat we think it best to wait till the examinations ave fully over,
as the several thousand students who assemble at that time might possibly
prove troublesome.  We trust that soon we may be at the city again. . .

(Signed), C. DOUGLAS.

.

THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

During the past year no less thau 23 missionaries have been sent forth
in connection with the Lundon Missionary Society ; viz: § tn China ; &
to the South Seas ; 4 to Indin; 2 to South Africa ; 1 to the West Indies,
and 1 to Madagascar ; the remaining 5 being missionaries who have re-
turned to their stations with re-invigorated health. The missions in India
and China have required, during the past year, more than £40,000; and,
for the future, the vutlay will be greater. An annual outlay of £3,000 is
required for Madagasear. From this last mentioned place, the communi-
cations from the missivnaries are most cheering.  The gospel is making
great progress, not only in the capital, but in the towns and villages
throughout the country. Oue pastor reports an increase in the churches
under his superintendence of 161 members.

N

Genernl Beligions Yntelligenee,

DEATH OF THE REV. DR. EDGAR JF BELFAST.

It has been known to many, even in this land, that for some time the Rev. Dr.
Edgar, of Belfast, has been in a precariou$ state of health. The disease under
which he lnboured terminated his mortal career on the 26th August, and on the
29th his remains were followed to the grave by such an assemblage as has rarely
been seen on any other occasion. The Irvish newspapers, especially those in the
interest of the Presbyterian Church, have published eloquent and affecting refer-
euces to Dr. Edgar, his character and bis work. The Londonderry Standurd in
announcing his death, gave the following aceuunt of his life and labours:

“It is with 1ory sincere regret that we have to record the death of the Rev.
Jobn Edgar, D.D., Professor of Divinity in the General A'ssembly’s College in
Belfust, and widely known throughout the religious worll as a Christian philan-
thropist of bounaless energy, aud ineshaustible enthusiasm in every cause dedi-
cated to charity, benevolence, and intellecturl and moral progress. A proper
biography of Dr. John Edgar would fill a goodly volume, and it cannot even be
attempted in a newspaper. We may briefly state, however, that he was the son
of the Rev. Samuel Edgar, D.D., of Ballynahineh, County Down, a distinguished
minister in connection with the Secession Church, and Professor of Divinity for
that body in the Royal Belfust College. After his father’s decease, Dr. John
Edgar was chosen to the vacant professorship, and this appointment he held at
the time of the union in 1840, between the Synod of Ulster and the Secession
Synod, under the common name of the * General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church m Ireland.” At this period of the uvnion, Dr. Edgar’s pusition as Divinity
Professor was confirmed by the General Assembly, and with the exception of a
a partial interruptivn dusing the last College Session, in consequen e of the illuess
wineh has nuw proved fatal, e has ever since filled the dutics of his appoiutment
with characteristic evergy and ability. In addition to his professorship, Dr.
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Edgar was the minister of a congregation in Belfast, which, from small begin-
nings he worked up into a flourishing Church, one principle of his life-activity
in every department being that of doing everything thoroughly to which he
applied himself. Qne of the earliest and most arduous veforms which Dr. Edgar
uvudertook was the temperance movement, and we reeollect well how futile, visi-
onary, Utopian, and even fanatieally absurd the attempt was Jdeemed even by
sober-minded and religious individuals. No man ever undertovk a philanthrophie
enterpriee in the face of greater difficulties than those which beset Dr. Edgar’s
first attempts at putting down the “drinking customs™ of society. Burlesque,
ridicule, every form of hostility was employed, while even good men deemed the
project hopeless, or needless, and withheld their support; but Dr. Edgar went
forward uumoved, until at length he had the supreme gratifieation of seeing bis
reform enterpiise spread through America, as well as through the British domi-
nions in Europe. In the abulition of the * social evil,” and the establishment of
penitentiaries, the labours of Dr. Edgar were immense, and were carried on
amidst difficulties inconeeivable at the present day, but bere also his resolute
perseverance accomplished marvels of success. In'the abolition of West India
slavery, Dr. Edgar juined with his accustomed ardor; but our space will not per-
mit us to aticmpt a4 consceutive history, and we can therefore vuly bately coume-
rate « few of the grand schemes of ceclesiastieal and geueral usefuluess with
which the Jab urs of this ement mivister were promisently assocdated during
tho later years of his life. In the education of the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind,
he was one of the carlicst aud most active advocates, aud to Lis exertions the
L arisking institution now estaliizhed in Belfust owes much of its prosperity.
In the Tndu-trial aul Se.iptural Scbools of Connaughit, De. Edgar was the grand
moving power dun'ng nuany yewrs; and in the citaolishmeut of the Chuich ard
Manse Furds, Clurdi Extension generalls, and other schames of denominational
and gencral benevolenee, bis Labouts were superabundant, while Lis works of
individual clarity were evuntless. Tu his onn conduct he frecly exomplified the
liberality wlich he ineuleated upon others, and he buth stimulated and spread
abroad a -pirit of generous contribution previous'y unknown in the Listory of our
ecclesinstical finavce, and the good cffieets of which are destined h.:cafter to
serve important ends in the future economy of the Presbyterian Church. Tlhe
labowis, services, and wondrous force of character helonging to Dr. Bigar, have
left upon Ulster Presbyterianism an abiding impression, marking a distinetive era
in our eeclesiastical annals, and his hemery will accordingly be lasting as our
denominational history itself.

ITEMS OF INTELLIGENCE.

New Restveyce ror THE Pore—It is stated that a house is being built i
Jerusalem for the Pope, whenever he is inclined or may be forced to leave Rume.
Ocher refurces hinve been mentioned, such as Malta; but it is cousidered by many
of the adlierents of Popery that there s only one other eity ia the world besides
Lome nheie the Pope could continue to be the visitre head of the Church, and
liave lis chair suirvunded by histurical associations aud memories as oid as
Christiauity itself, and that eity i3 Jensulem.

Caupisar Correx.—Dr. Culien has lately returned to Ircland fron Rome,
Laviug been clevated to the diguity of a Cardinal Prince of the Church. In
replying to au aadres presented to hun by the Clergy, he spoke in strowyg terins
of the d.filealties aud dangers surrounding the Pope, aud urged the necessiiy of
sustaining more firmly than ever the Holy See.

Dearg or Dox Maxver Martauoros—We notice with regret the death of
Don Manuel Matamoros, whieh taok place at Lausanne, on the 31st July. The
malady at first contracted ina Spauvish prison, re-appearcd at intervals aod
utdermined his health and constitution. At last his death was somewhat unex-
pected, but he was sustaived by a good hope, and died in peace  He was earnestly
carrying wut various piaus with reterence to the evangelization of Spain, «nd
vecupied biwself much with his young couutrymen, pursuing their studics at
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Lausanne, Several devoted christian friends attended him in his sickness and did
all in their power to allevinte his sufferings and comfort his heart.

Tug WesLEyaN Coxrerexce IN EncLaxp —At the meeting of the conference
recently held at Leeds, at which the Rev. W. Arthur was elected President, the
reports were interesting and encouraging. There were reported 606 d.y schools
with 93,194 scholars, Sunday Schools 5957 with 543,067 schoiars, ~A  third
Theologieal College was arranged to be built at Leeds at a cost of £12.000, and
a fourth was talked of. The number of candidates for the ministry was 118.
Mr. Arthur, the President, proposed a plan for the representation of the Protestaut
missions at the Paris exhibition of next year. *

M. Raxay’s Arosties.—The French correspondent of Evangelical Christen-
dom states that in France Renaw’s new volume *The Apostles’ has been an
utter failure. Hesays; “ Every one expected with impatience the new work of
Mr. Repan. The publisher promised himself large profits, angd thouszaus of
readers were ready to devour the pages of this famous antagonist of the Guspel ;
alas! what a dissapointment! what a failurc! what a delusion! Z%e Apostles
obtained only a few days success.”

Tue Socientss axp THE Cuurcars.—Dr. M. D’Aubizne, delivercd at the
apniversary of the Evangelical Suciety of Geueva, an addresson ¢ The Socictics
and the Cburches,” His object was to show that there was no autagenism
Letween the two, that they had each tleir appropriate work and ought always
to be frieuds and sisters.

A Perverr RecLarvep— Mr. €. J. Hemans, the son of the Pueless, who
ten or twelve yeats ago joined the Church of Ruine, has again returned to the
Church of England. He has published a letter setting forth his reasons and
stating that 1o his examination of the evidences of ehristianity as established in
the monuneats of the catacombs, he has becan led to ‘see that iu some essential
points, especially the absolute headship of the Pope, and the worship of the
Virgin, there was an opposition between the actual teaching and practice of
Rome and those of the Primitive Church.

Decrease oF Caspipates ror TuHE Mivisty.—In the Church of England
there bas been, within afew years, a great falling off in the number of camdidates
tor the ministry. At Oxsord in 1541, there were 242 Students ordained ; last year
the nuber was 166, At Cambridge the number ju 1841 was 270, in 1565 it
was180. In Dubhn there has been also .a falling off. Iu most Chuiches a
similar dinunution has been taking place.

InteLLiGENSE OF Dr. Livixestone,— A letter, dated Zangibar, July 11, says:—
My friend, the doctor, is well. He has fairly past the troublesome coast people,
and is living with a good chief who seems to have taken his faney. He is with
the head man of Ugouano, a place thirty miles above the point where he turned
un our out voyage nup the Rovnwa, at the confluence of the Lieudi and Rovuwa,
lle now proposes leaving some of his baggage with this manand exploring the
porth end of ¥ yassn. Afterwards he will return to Ugouano, and refit for o
iunger trip, to Luke Pongnoyita. We sent up his letters and a supply of quinine
and were to await his return.  Oua next chance will prebably be to send supplies
to meet him at Ugigi. I cannol sry they will ever reach him, but they may.

PresBrTERIAN CHORCHES IN BuritaiN.— English Presbyterian Church.—New
Churches have been erected at Cardiff, and at Cleator Moor. The Rer. Dre,
Hamiltov and Gutbrie were to preach at the opening of the Church at Cardiff.
Free Church—A site hasveen grauted teo the Free Church at alford in Aber-
deenshire.  The only site refusers now are Mr. Burnett, of Kemnay, and Sir C.
Forbes, of Newe. ‘The Rev. Mr. Balfour, of Rothesay,is to be Assistant and
successor to Dr. C. J. Browp; of Edwburgh. The uew West Port Territorial
Charch, Hawick, has been opened. United Presbyterian Church.—New Churches
bave been opened at Comrie, at Motlierwell, and at Abernethy. The congregation
at Abernethy was one of the four which seceded from the establishment in 1733,

Divisary HaiL or U. P. Caencin.—The Divinity Hall of the U. P. Church,
opeued ou the Tth August, when the introductory lecture was delivered by the
Rev. Dr. McMichael, -He referred to the loss sustuined in the death of the Rev.
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Professor Lindsay. He dwelt on the diminished pumber of candidntes for the
ministry,

IntELLIG RNCE PROM MissioNaries oF THE PrespyTarIAN CrurcH op Tue Lowen
Proviaces —The Rev. J. Geddie and family arrived at Melbourne on 23th June,
The missionaries were all well. Letters have been received from Mr. and Mrs,
Morrison, They were well. Mr. Gordon was well, and all was quiet at Erom-
auga.

Home Geelosiastical Intelligence.

Carrs.—The following calls have been given :

Elmira, United States, in favour of Rev. George Sutherland.—Mitchell,
Rev. Walter M. Roger.—Blue Vale, &c., Rev. James Hastie.—Columbus,
Rev. R. H. Warden.—English Settlement,&e., Rev. Mr. Cumming.—~—
Blythe, &e., Rev. A, McLean.

York Minis axp FISHERVITLE.—OCn the I3th ult., the Rev. R. Mon-
tenth was inducted into the pastoral charge of the congregations of York
Mulls and Fisherville. A considerable number of the members of the
Presbytery of Turonto were in atteudance, and the Rev. J. Baird, of the
Presbytery of Ontativ, of which Mr. Monteath was formerly a member,
The sermon, which was impressive and suitable, was preached by Rev. J.
Mulgan, and the addresscs, to the minister and people respectively, were
delivered by Rev. J. Dick, and Rev. D. H. Fictcher. After the ordina-
tiun services, there was a congregutional suviree, excellently arranged ;
after which addresses, short but appropriate, were delivered by several of
the mimsters present.  The procecdings were very interesting, and Mr.
Monteath vnters on his new charge with most enccuraging prospects. -

CricaGuo—We are glad to hear of the encouraging progress at Shicago.
The new congregation have secured an excellent site, and are takiug steps
for the erection of & suitable Church. We trust they will soon have a
permanent pastor.

THE LATE Mr. D. McRAE, StupexT.—We heard with deep regret of
the death, by drowning, of Mr. Duncan McRae, student of Divirity and
Missionary at Chateanguay. He was a very promising student and his
services at Chateauguay were highly esteemed. We deeply sympathize
with his sorrowing friends.

Hcurerr axp Maxcuesier —The Rev. S. Young, was on the 10th or-
daited and inducted as pastur of the congregations of Hullet and Man-
chester.

ST. Marv¥'s.—On the occasion of the Rev. W. Caven leaving St. Mary’s
to undertake the duties of a Professor in Knox College, a congregational
soiree was held, when a silver service of great value, costing three
hundred dollars, was presented to Mr. Caven, as a token of very
cordial and sincere esteem. Suitable addresses were delivered by several
members of the Presbytery of Stratford, and of other Presbyteries. The
connection between Mr. Caven and the congregation and people of St.
Mary’s has been of the happiest kind, and many good wishes and earnest
prayers follow him to the sphere to which he has been called.

WELLAND Porr.—On the 21st of last month the congregation at
Welland Port presented their pastor, the Rev. James Malcolm, with a
handsome horse. Other valuable and useful gifts have been presented
Ly memboers of the congregation.
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Breverry.—On the 6th of September, a deputation of the ladies of
the Buverly Congregation, of the Cunada Presbyterian Church, waited
tipon Mr. and Mrs. Porteotts, and presented them with cighty dollars, as
an expression of their appreciation of their Pastor’s attentiveness tu
the spiritual interests of the young, as well as of the character of Mrs.
Porteous. )

CoMMENDABLE ListratiTy.—The following letter from the Rev. W,
McClure; of Londonderry, one of the Trustees of the Magee College, is
tuken from the Londunderry Standard. We insert it with pleasure,

“To the Bditor of the Derry Standard.

Sir,—John Alexander; Esq., wlo was a member of First Derry Con-
gregation when I became one of its ministers, and who for more than
twenty-three years has been Crown Land Agent for the County of Simcoe,
at Barrie, Canada West, has addressed a letter to me, expressing his
anxiety for the success of the Bursary or Scholarship Fund of the Mages
College, and enclosing twenty pounds sterling to make him one of fifty
(prepaying) subscribers, according to the suggestions made in an article
which appeared in your paper of the 6th of June last.

Mr. Alexander says: ¢Latterly I knew but little of what is doing in
Derry, but after nearly 33 years' absence, the nawe and recollectivns of
our glorious old maiden city are still dear to me; and though thousands
of miles distant, my feclings are as warm as ever for lier advancement and
prosperity.” And he adds, I have no doubt that the appeal un behalf of
the Magee College only requires to be brought tu the notice of Derry men
—and ladies also—wherever they may be, to meet a fitting response ; and
1 sincerely hope that my small contribution may be only one amongst
hundreds pouring in from distant parts of the world to aid in fusterin
the principles of our forefathers.’ I need scarcely add that it will aﬁ'o:ﬁ
nie great pleasure o receive communications of a similar kind frowm uthes

quarters.
WM. McCLURE.
Londonderry, August 7th; 1866.”

SaspatHE ScuoonL CoxventioN 1¥ Moxrtreat.—The Subbath School
Convention, which was held in Montreal in the early part of last month,
tas an interesting and successful meeting. Although the attendance was
not so great as some expected, there were delegates from most parts of
Canads, and several visitors from the United States. Among the latter
were Messrs, Chidlaw, Pardee, and Bolton, and Mr. Phillips, of Cincinnati,
whose peculiar forte is theimprovement of vocal music in Sabbath Schools.
A tull repurt of the proceedings will shortly be published. A paper was
read by Rev. Dr. Wilkes, of a historical and practical nature. A prize of

20 was awarded to the Rev. John Wood, of Brantford, for an essay on

¢ The Sabbath School Teacher, —his place and powe:.” Various important:
topics were discussed during the meeting, and all present left with the
feeling that the proceedings had been both pleasant and profitable. Ths
next convention is to be held in Toronto.

TeE MINUTES OF SyNon.—~After many delays, on the eauses of which
it would not be interesting to enlarge, the minutes have been published,
Two copies have been mailed to every minister in the roll of Synod, one
being intended for the minister, and the other for the elder representing
the session. Parcels for each cungregation have been forwarded to the
several Presbyteries. We request the clerks of Presbyteries and others,
who have received these parcels, to forward them to the different con-
gregations as soun as possible. If any do not receire their number, or
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require more, they oan be supplied by addressing a note to the Rev,
W. Reid, Knox College, Toronto.

Parties having copics are requested, where necessary, to correct with
the pen an error in the titls page, by substituting ¢ Hawmilton” for
¢t Montreal.”

PROCEEDINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.

(In consequence of pressure in regard both to time and space, the Editor hag
been oblige: somewhat to abridge the following Presbytery Reports, He would
be glad to receive such reports at as early a date as possible).

PressyTerY oF Torosto,~—This Presbyt vy met at Tork Mills, on the 13th ult.,
for the nduetion of Rev. R Muuteath. The proceedings, of which there is a ful-
1er notice 1 amother column, were very interestiog. The Rev. R. Know'es ae-
cepted the call from Eugenia and assuciated station~,  Calls were sustained from
Barrie and Guthiie Church, in favour of Rev A. McLean; and. from Streetsville,
in favour of Rev. R. H. Warden. This latter call has been declined. In accor-
dance with a petition Inid before them, the Pr sbytery agreed to organize a con-
gregation in North Oro town fine, and Rev. T. Wightman was appuinted to this
duty The state of the missivn stations and weak congregations was eonsidered,
and the Home Mission Committee wuthurized to apply to the Synod’s Committee
for the requsite md. Priucipal Willis was appointed Moderator of the Session
at Weston. .

PresnyTERY oF Gurren—The Presbytery of Guelph met at Fergus, on the
11th uit,  Calls from Nassazaweya, Eden Mills and Rockwood, and Everton and
Mimesa, in faveur of Rev. J. Little, were sustained. The Rev. M. McKenzie
was authorized to maderate in a call to a minister at Berlin. A letter was read
trom Rev. J. MeMechan, acknowledging receipt of whole amount of stipend due
up to the time of s leaving Berhn, Mr. Smith reported as to the progress of
the German Mission, and the Presbytery resolved to take steps with a view to
the ordination of Mr. Leutzinger. It was agreed by a large majurity that the
ministers be required to give each two weeks’ labour in the mission field, under
the direction of the Presbytery.

PrrserTeErv oF Oxtario —The Presbytery of Ontario met on the 18th nlts
Reports from Probationers and Missionaries were read as to the state of the va.
cunt congregations and mission statiens, and a report was prepared for the Synod's
Home Micsion Committee. Lindsay applied to be separated from Cambray.
This application was favourably received by the Presbytery, and it was agreed
to apply to the H M. Cummittee for a grant to Lindsay of §160 per aunum. A
call from Columbus and Brooklin, in faveur of Rev. R. H. Warden, was sustained.
Tn consequence of the continugd illuess of Rev. G. Lawrence, it was agreed to
supply his pulpit with probationers or members of Presbytery at least once a
fortnight, the congregation having generally agrecd to pay all the expenses of
supply. .

PrespyTERY OF GREY.—The Presbytery of Grey met at Durham, on the 18th
ult. A letter was read from Mr. McKeracher, declining the eall to St Vineont.
&e. On petition from Tara, it was agreed to conneet, in the meantime, Tara
with Southampton and West Arran. A special meeting was appointed to be held
at Durbam, on the last Tuesday of October, to dispose of the call from Roxboro
and Finch, in favour of Rev. C. Cameron, It was agreed to visit, by deputations,
tl:e several congregations during the winter, it being a special instruction to the
aeputations to bring under the consideration of congregations the importance of
tueir forming cfficient organizations for the purpose of collecting funds for the
various schemes of the ehurch,
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: Selected Extencts,

THE REV. C. SPURGEON, ON THE CHOLERA.

The Rev. Mr. Spurgeon lately preached to his congregation a sermon on the
subject of the Cholera. The title of the sermon was “The Voice of the Cholera.”
and the text Amoe iii. 8. 6. A correspondent of the Preshylerian gives the ful-
lowing account of the Sermon.

He began by saying that he had never shared in the indignation expressed by
some Christian men, about those who speak of cholera us the produet of ascers
tained and governable cauges, He did belicve that if better dwellings were
provided for the poor, if over-crowding were effectually prevented, if the water
supply could be larger, and other sanitary improvements could be carried out,
the discase would not probably oceur. . . . The Laws of cleanliness and
health are as binding upon us as those of mortality. So fuar from a Cluistian man
being angry with those who instruct the pe. ple in useful secular knowledyge, he
ouzht rather to be thunkful for them, and hope that their teaching may be
powerful with the masses. The gospel has no yuarrel with ventilution. .
We preach repent-nce aud faith, but we do not denounce whitewash, and much
as we advoceate holiness, we have always a good word for cleanliness wud subriety,

But with this prefuce the preacher did not fail to take up the pusition, that
while “itiz muwre common for these who look to mature aivue to sneer at
believers who view the disease as a mysterivus scourge fiom God; yet, snecr who
may, we believe it an act of follv to forget that the hand of the Lord isin all this,
The singular manner in which this disease seizes frequently on unlikely persons,
and turns sside from an expected path, should show us that there is an unseen
hand which direets its gloomy circuit”

Mvr. Spurgeon, remiunding bis hearers that God is the governor of nations, and
that pational sins bring national julzments, went on to illustrate and enfuice his
very appropriate text in its several clauses  He euumerated the sins which are
enough to provuke God—drunkenness. d¢bauchery, constant neglect of the wor-
ship of God, for which last London is specially and pre emincutly guilty. He
contrasted places in country districts, * where there is scarcely a svul to be found
at home &t the hours of publie worship,” with London.

The masses of our people regard not God, care not for the Lovd Jesus, and
bave wuo thought about eternal things. Thisis a christian city we somectimes
sny, but where shall be fouud more thorough heathens than we may find here?
In Cauton, Caleutta, or even Timbuctoo, the people have at least a furm of wor-
ship and a reverence for some iden of a God, but here tens of thousands make no
pretence of 1eligious worship. I protest uuto you all that whereas you think
Christinvity to be well known in our streets and lanes, you only think sv because
you have not penetrated into their depths, for thick darkness covers the people.
‘There are discoveries yet to be made in this city, that may muake the heart of
Christendom melt for shame that we shou!d have permitted such God dishonom»
ing igoorance, that in the very blaze of the sun, as we think our country to be,
there should be black spots where Christian light has never penetrated. O
London | dost thou think that God’s Sabbaths are forever to be forgotten ; thatg
the voice of the goepei is to sound in thine ears, and forever to Le despised ¢
Shalt thou forever turn thy foot from God's house, and despise the ministrations
of his truth, and shall he not visit such a city as this?

If the cholera is not laid to heart, ** there may come 2 pestilence which may
reap the multitude as corn is reaped by the sickle ;” or we may be left to be
ravaged by the pestileuce of deadly evil destroying error. God may remove the
candlestick out of its place, and take away the bread of Jife from those who have
despised it ; and then, great city, thy doom is sealed. With great power he
went on to dwell on “ one thing which yet provokes Ged above all else—that
we have once aguir, as a nation, permitted downtight Popery to claim to be our
national religion.” The reference was to the rampant Ritualism now coming in
like a flood. The following has the ring of Latimer’s days, and comes from &
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mwan as honest as he was, and well nigh as pithy, quaint, and at times, like him,
broadly hamorous or caustic:

* In our Establi-hed Church the gospel is no longer dominant, albeit that a little
band of good aud fwithful men still linger in it, and are like a handful of salt
anid general putrefaction. We have no longer any right to epeak of our
national Protestant Chuich; it is not Protestant; it tolerates barefaced Popery,
and swarms with worshippers of the God whom the baker bakes in the oven, and
whom they bite with their teeth,  Not many strects from the house in which we
ure assembled, you may have your candles, and your incense, and your copes, and
your alys, with all the other pomps and vanities of the detestable idolacry of
Rome That Romanism against which Latimer bore testimouy at the stake has
been suffered to huld its mumnmeries, and practise its fantastic tricks, in the name
of this nation, until it counts its deluded admirers by tens of thousands. That
monster, which stained Smithfield with gore, and made it an ash-heap for the
martyrs of Qud, has come back to you: the old wolf that rent your fathers, and
tore their palpitatiug hearts out of their bosoms, you have suffered to come back
into your house, and you are cherishing it, and feeding it with your children’s
meat.—Once again the harlot of Babylon flaunts her fluery in our faces almost
without rebuke. Do not tell me it is not Popery ; it is the self-same Antichrist
with whick your fathers wrestled, and a man with but half his wits about him may
sce it to be so ; and yet this land bears it, and rejoices in it, and crouches at the
foot of a priest once more. Our greatones, our delieate women, and dalaty
lords, are once again the willing vassals of priesteraft and superstition ; and amid
ull this, if any one speaks out, he is assailed as uncharitable, and abhorred as a
troubler in lIsracl. Is it for nothing that God has favoured this land with the
gospel t Dust all her light be turned to darkness$ 3Must all the gains of the
vahaot men of vld be lust by the sloth and cowardice of this thoughtless genern«
tion ¥ Iu days of yore, men like Knox and Weleh in Scotland, and Hugh
Latimer, and John Bradford, fought like lions for the truth, and are we to yield
like coward curs #  Ave the men of ozk succeeded by willow? The men whe
cried out, * No Popery here!” now sleep within their sepulchres, and their
deacenJants wear the yuke which their fathers scorned. Shall not God visit us
for tgzis t I would that & veice of thunder could arouse this slumbering generas
tion. :

The prencher expressed, at the same time, that he would desire all liberty of
conscieace for the Romanist to practise his religion, ¢ I would bave religion left
to its own native power for its support. But above all, if we are doomed to have
an Estalrished Church, I pray God that it may not for ever be the haunt of
Papisticnl hevesies, If the Chureh of England does not sweep Tractarianism out
of her midst, it should be the daily prayer of every Christian man that God
would sweep her utterly away ; for the old leprosy of Rome ought not be
sanctioned and supported by laws which once shed 20 much of its blood to be
purged from it.”’—Kzchange Paper.

Gorer fov {he Yonng,

Tae Graxt Serrisanrsg.—The giant Selfishness is an uglyslooking creature.
If he could be caught in a bodily shape, and carried to the photographer’s to have
his likeness taken I am sure that, when you came to look at his picture, you
would think it about the ugliest that you had ever seen,

Now we must all fight, this ginnt, But how are we to do this? Not by stands
ing off at a distance and throwing stones at him. This will not do. No; this
must be a close, hand-to-hand fi<ht.  We must fizht this giant by seli-denial.

There were two little boys named James aod William. Oae day, as they were
atarting for school, their father gave them each a penny to spend {for themselves.
The little boys were very much plensed with this,

** What will you buy, William { » said James,

*I don't know yet,” William replied.

“ Mother is sicky” said James; “ U'll buy her an orange, I think it will tasts
good to ber,”
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“You may do eo if you pleaso, James,” gaid William, “ but I am going to buy
something for myself, xmd? mean to do it. If mother wants an orange she can
seod for 1t.”

“Iknow that,” said James; “but then it would make me feel so happy to see
her eating an orange, that I had bought for her with my owun money. She is
always doing somethiog for us ”

* Do us you please,” eaid William; “but I intend to buy some eandy.”

Presently they came to a confectioner's shop.  William laid out his penny in
sweet eandy. Jdames bought a nice orange, and when they reached home he went
into ,l’nis mother’s room, &ud said, ¢ Se, muther, what a nice orange I have budght

fou.

It is, indeed, n fine one, my son, and it will taste very good to me. I bave
been wanting an oiange all the morning.  Where did vou get it3”

¢ Father gave me a penny this morning, and I bought an orauge with it

“You ure very good, my dear boy. to think of your sick mother. Yuu have
depied yoursell, that you might get an orange for me.” Then she threw her
arms avound his neck and kissed him.

Now, here you see how the giant Selfishness made an attack on these two boys,
James drove him off bravely, ty the exercise of self-deninl.  William refused to
excreise self-denial, and so the ginut got a piece of his chain around him  We
shall find this great giant making attacks upon us all the time, We ew ooly
fight him off by self-denial.

© Totices of Publications.

Discourses of Redemption, as revealed at Sundry Times and in Divers Manners,
By Rev. Stuart Rosinson, Pastor of the Second Chuich, Louisville, &e.
Toronto: G. M. Adam.

The name of the Rev. Stuart Robinsonis familiar to many in this city and other
parts of this Provinee, as well as in the United States. He is well known as an
effective preacher and able controversiulist. Hisstyle is distinguished by maseuline
vigour. In dealing with adversariez he affects no delioucy, and his language, 1f
not always elegan, is certarnly perspicaous and foreib'e.  Sometimes, perhaps,
it is unnecessarily severe. In his “Discourses of Redemption,” Dr Robinson has
contributed a valuable addition to our theologicul literiture. The design of the
discourses is to exbibit in a popular form the snccessive revelations made in
0id and New Testament times in the ovder of their development. The Bible
method of teaching Theology differs frum human systems. ¢ Meun build their
systems of knowledge as they build their houses; beam is laid upon beam, nor
dues the structure really exist, as a structure until the last fragment has been
ndjusted to its place. Hence their proneness to regard a theology as imperfeet,
which is not thus artificially systematized. But when God constructs a theology,
he builds just as he builds the oak of the forest or the cedar of Lebanon, by the
continual developement of a germ, perfect from the first, through the successive
¢ Sundry Times’ of the humanity with whose origin the development began”
“The germ of Christian Theology is to be found in the revelation conveyed in the
words I will put enmity between thee and the woman and between thy seed and
her seed, it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt pruise thy heel,” This
« germinal Theology,” is more fully developed in the days of Noah, of Moses, of
David, of Isainh, of Christ, and fiually of the Apostles. The successive develop-
ments of doctrine are abundantly illustrated in these discourses. To the origic
and cunstitution of the Church the author devetes much attention, and clearly
establishes the unity of the Church of Old and New Testawent times. “‘The
covenant with Abraham is the divine charter of the visible Chureh. as heretofore
and still existing. There i3 no other chartec found in Scripture. This is the
chartered visible Society, * the Churck,” in which God set some Apostles, some
Prophets, some Pastors, some Teachers, under the New Testament dispensation,
for there was no other Church in which to set them. On the contrary the
Apostle expressly deolares that the New Testament Church of believers is the
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successor to the covenant with Abraham. Nay he expressly argues that the
rejection of the Jewish body, and the reception into the Covenaut of all that belicve
with Abrabnm is only as the cutting off oue set of brauches from the olive tree
und the grafiing in of otbers. It is still the sume tree, but the currents of its
life arve prurtially diveeted to anew chaunel.” (Dis. ¢ iii) Among the members of
the vicible Chuich, it is shown that infants ace included and the eeal of Baptism
fs rightly administered to them now, as was circumcision, in ancieut times. In
this connection the author advances, in a few weighly seutences, a powerful array
of arguments in favour of the salvation of children dying in iufancy and vindieates,
Calvinism from misrepresentation on this subject. Appensed to the discourses
ave several elaborate notes on the perpetual application of the Sinai Covenant ;
on the place of the Church in the scheme of Redemption ; ou the ordinances of
public worship as set forth in Seripture, their relation to the idea of the Church,
and ou the relation of the temporal and spiritual powers historically considered.
Ou the whole, while not agrecing with every point advaneed in this volume, we
consider it & rveally valuable work for the purposc of expounding the Bible
system, and couuteracting the tendeuncies of the age towards rationalism,
negalive and erronvous systems of Theology.
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