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_ Oxrue DocTaisg 0F TRANSUBSTANTIATION.
(Concluded from page 132.)

Itappears from theaccount given by Sicur
Barthelemy of the writings of Paschasius,that the
doctrine of transubstantiation was not at that time
universally admitted in the church,  Paschasius
must have written either to instruct those who
were jgnorant of this doctring, or to convince
those who denied it. In cither case,it is clear there
must have been persons who did not entertain the
samesentiments with Paschasius, It is of no con-
sequence What was the causc of this difference ;
whother ignorance or conviction. The fact re-
mains the same; namely, that the church was not
universally of thie same opinion,

_ If conviction was the cause of the difference,
en, this consequence is very plain, that there
were persons who were convinced that the real
rescnce was not founded on the scriptures,nor on
heauthority of the fathers. Andif this was the
rue cause of the difference it follows farther that
e number of persons who denicd the real pre-
nce, must have been very considerable ; other-
visea person like Paschaius; Who is cand tu Laie

been both Iearned and pious; would ncver have
spent so great a part of his Lfe in refuting then.
Nor could he even have acquired so much honor
and reputation for opposing a few scattered indi-
viduals.

But if ignorance was the cause of this differ-
ence, then, it clearly follows that multitudes were,
inthat age, ignorant of one of the capital articles
of the Catholic faith, The chnistian church had
now subsisted more than seven hundred years.
For three hundred years, the chrstian religion had
Leen universally cmbraced bpall the nations, mn
Gau), Britain and Germany. Yet multitudes re-
ained all that time, ignorant of what the Catho-
lics esteem the most Important article of faith.
Are we then to suppose that the Bishops and Pres-
Lyters of thoscageswere so deficient in their du-
ty,us wholly to neglect the instruction of their
flock in this fundamental point ?  Or isit not much
wore reasonable to suppose cither that the bishops
liad notyet adopted this doctrine, orif they had
adopted it, that they did not esteetn 1t a subject of
any impartance?  This we must either admit, or
suppose that they rad neglected thar duty formore
than three hundred yoars,

It s Jear that the wrnitings of Faschasius were not
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intended fur the instruction of children, nor for the
conversion of Pagans, nor with « view to convinee
heretics. The plain purport of thenis, to instruct
christiansin a doctrine with which they were notsuf-
ficiently acquamted,or to direct ther attention toa
suliject of which they were not seusible of the im-
portance.

In whatever light, then, we consider this matter,
it is undeniable that multitudes in the time of Pas-
chasius cither fromignorance or conviction were a-
verse to his sentiments, T'hefact is, as clearly
appears from his writings, as well as the history of
that age, that many of the learned were convinced
of the fulschood of his doctrine ; and many of the
vulgar had heard nothing or, at least, very little of
the subject, I'o suppose the contrary, is ridicu-
lous. What shonld we think of the man who
would devote his time and talents to prove the doc-
trine of'the real presence to the Roman Catholics
of the present day 2 What should we think, if he
farther complained that many were slow of belief
and diflicult to be persuaded ? Andif he boasted
also that many others bad been led by him toa
knowledge of the truth? Would not all the
world assure him that his labors were of no use ;
that his complaints and his boasting were both
without foundation 7 "The eaistence of these writ~
ings, and the rcputation which they procured to
theirauthor, prove ULeyond all cuntroversy that
the sentiments which they contained, had many op-
posers,  Otherwisc, what purpose could they have
served ? What service could they have done to
the church 2 No man can acquire reputation by
teaching what every body hnows. Nor will any
onc beapplauded for proving what every body be-
lieves.

It is clear fromthe words of Paschasius, that
Frudegarde had entertained doubts on this sub-
ject. This he could not have done, if the church
had been asunanimous as they are represented in
the belief of it.  Ilence also it appears thatit was
not then deemed impious to doubt of this doc-
trine.

Hincmaralso says there were persons, who from
a love of novelty and a desire to acquire a vain re-
putation, denied the real presence. These must
have been persons of some learning. TFor the
common people are neither fond of novelty, nor
desirous of gaining reputation by singularity.

Hincmar attributes the denial of the real pre-
sence, to a love of novelty which Lad seized some
persons. The truth is, that before this period,
none had expressed themsclves determinately on
cither side. Christians, during the preccding ages,
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lad contented themselves withusing the words of
scripture on this subject, without minutely inquir~
ing how they were to be understood,  No sooner
had they begun to giverange to theirimaginations,
than different opinions were started. Each party
accused the othier of innovation ; and with some
degree of justice.  For cach made usc of lan-
guage that had never beenused before. Al that
can be said therefore on this part of the subject s,
that the innovation which expluned the words of
our Saviour as denoting hisreal presence in the sa-
crament,cametobe the prevailing sentiment. It was
favoured by most of the clergy,and by many princ-
cs and great men.  From this cause, and from the
fondness which ignorant people always discover
for things marvellous and eatraordinary, the opun-
ion of the real presence at last trinmphed over the
other.

We may next inquire whether it be possible that
thedoctrine of the real presence couldeverhavecrept
inte the churely it it had not been received from the
beginning?

The Sicur Barthelemy has determined this ques-
tion in thie negative,and by a train of reasoning
from the nature of the thing, he professes to have
proved 1t unpossible for such a doctrine ever to be
added to the faith of the church if 1t had not been
believed from the beginmng by the first followers
of our Lord.

Indeed, according to the supposition which he
makesrespecting the state of the chuarch during
the cight, ninth, tenth, and ecleventh centurics,
such a thing isimpoessible. TFor he supposes the
state of the church to have been the same, during
these centuries that it now is, and that it has been
since the reformation. Ile supposes,for example,
that such as admitted the real presence, .egarded
those personswho denied itasheretics, Hesupposes
farther thattheformer worshipped thelost asat pre-
sent, and were consequently considered by the lat-
ter as idolaters, Ilad those suppositions been
just, it is clear that the most violcnt disputations
must have followed, Even in the darkness of the
tenth century, much discussion and wrangling
must have taken place, and numerous recordsof
these disputes must have remained to the present
day. The non-cxistence of any account of such
violent disputes is a proof that they never existed.
There were debates indeed,of a certain kind,as we
learn from the writings of Paschasius and others of
the same scntiments, as well as from those of
Jonnnes Scotus and other opposers of the
doctrine of the rcal presence. But these were
neither so violent, nor so lasting as those which,in
later times have been agitated between the church
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of Rome and the Reformed churches, Theywere
not carried on with so much eagerness, nor were
the general body of christians engaged i this con-
troversy.

But if we attend to thereal state of the Catho-
lic church during these sges, we shall find that
there were good and sufficient reasons for this differ-
ence. We shall perceive that thelittlenoisethat was
made about this subject, may be satisfactorily ex-
plained without supposingthe churchto have been
unanimously of the same sentiments with Pas-
chasius,

For, first of all, the opposers of the doctrine of
the real presence were not pronounced heretics till
the year 1215. In this year, in the pontificate of
Innocent the Third, thedoctnine of Transubstantia-
tion was in the council of the Lateran, declared to
be a doctrine of the church. Yet even the au-
thority of this council was denied by many. One
great cause then, of the bitterness of the disputes
which have been urged in later times, was then
wanting. The one party did not consider the other
as heretical; nor did thoy esteem the sentiments of
one another as excluding those who held them from
the bosom of the church,

Sccondly, in the carlier ages of chiristianity, ny
adoration was paid to the conscerated bread or
wafer. The adoration of the hust was first re.
quired by flonorius the Fourth, and Gregory the
Ninth in the thirteenth century.  Before that pe.
riod then the abettors of transubstantiation could
not accuse their adversaries of impiety in refusing
toworship God; nor could the latter clarge the Sor-
mer with idolatry in worslupping a picce of bread.
There was no room for cither the one accusation
or the other.  Another source, therefore, and per-
haps, the principal source of all the bitterness that
has been shown in controverting this subject in
modern times, was still wanting inthe ages of
which we are treating.

Thirdly, the annual festival of the body of
Christ has tended more than any other circum-
stance to widen the breach between the Roman
and Reformed churches, especially in the view of
thcwnorant and most numerous class of men, and
has consequcntlv been the source of much bitter-
-ness and ammosxty For it appears pecuharly of-
fensive to pious Protestants, and exceedingly con-
ducive at the same tune to heyghten the zeal of the
Roman Catholics. But this lcsmal Wwas not -
troduced till the thirtcenth century ; nur was it
fully established beSure the counal of Vienne m
1311,

H

abettors of thereal presenceare distinguished fror
others, were wnvented and edded to the ritual §
later times. Of this kind are, the elevation ¢
the host,the splendid receptacles prepared for th
body of Christ, and others of a similar nature,

Upon the whole, it appears evident that befon
the eleventh, twelfth, or thirteenth century, then
was nothing of an external nature to distinguis!
the abettors of these two opinions from each oth
er. Neither party could regard the other as here
tical. Therc was no charge of idolatry on the
one side, nor of impiety on the other There wa:
no external ceremony to render the difference con
spicuous, They worshipped together, and wen
perfeetly of the same commnunion. They cele
bratéd the Lucharist in the same manner, and us
ed the same langunge, the language of the institu.
tion. Al the dificrenice lay in some nice explana.
tion of these words,which few persons understood,
and still fewer considered ag of any importance,

It is therefore possible that the doctrine of the
real presence, may have buen introduced into the
church, though it had not been received from the
beginning. It might for a time be only a specula-
tive explanation of the words of scripture.
Solong as it pruduced no change in tle practice,
in the worslip, or dectrine of the cluich, it
woulll make little noise, and eacite no at-
tention among the multitude, Ilvw many specu-
lative points are there, on which christians of the
same commutniondilivr frum one another,without hic-
ing productive of any nuise or disturbance ? Iow
many passages of scripture are there, wlich learn-
ed men explain dificrently, aud yet live togcther
inthe utmost harmony ? Aund if tluis frequently
Lappens now, why may we not supposc that it
might also take place in the tenth century? There
was nothing to render 1t impossible then, any more
thanat the present day.

It is indeod difficult for a person to divest him-
self of the impressions whicharise frow the view of
things in their present state. It s dilicult to con-
ccive that a subject which now creates so much
diffcrence among clitistians, and gives rise to so
much altercaticu, would not produce the same ef-
feets in furmer ages. But tlus difference m the
efiect which the discussion of this subject now pro-
duces from what 1t produced in the minth and
tenth centuries, arises plawmly fiom the different
circumstances of the church which have just been
explained,  The explanations of cur Saviour’s
wordy civen by the two patties, were speculatiens
of a nicer nature which Lad no influence on prac-
tice, and cunsequently were regarded by the bulk

Fourthly, allthe other ceremonics by whick: the

of clristians o ith Little or o atteution Itis no
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wonder, then, that these differences of opinion pro-
duced no animosity, made little noise and gaverise
to noschisms, We may find many instances of a
gi;nilur nature, both at the present day, and in for-
mer nges, At present, there are divines in many
christian communitics, who understand the demo-
niace whom our Lord miraculously cured, to
have been no other than persons laboring under
certain diseases, such as the epilepsy, or other
disorders that are attended with effects similar to
those which are described in the gospel.  But oth-
er divines belonging to tho samc communities,
ascribe theso demoniacal possessions to the influ-
ence of infernal spirits. Yet this differcnce is ne-
ver conccived to be a sufficient rcason for soparat.
ing themselves from one anothers communion,
Nor could the differences about the real presence
appear of more importance than this, atleast when
it first took place, when it was attended with no
practical consequences, when it affected neither
the manner of worship, nor the harmony of the
church, There is a celebrated instanceto our pur-
pose in the digputcs that have vexed the church
with respect to predestination and grace. Itisuni-
vereally understood that Augustine was the first
who maintained and oxplained at any length, the
doctrines that have long passed under the name of
the doctrines of grace. And thoughother eminent
fathers differed from Augustine respecting this ime
portant subject, yet we do rot find thatany warm
disputes arose on account of it, for scveral centu-
‘riesafter. It was not till the ninth century that
this dispute becamea subject of consideration to
Councils and Synods. And then indeed, the con-
troversy was carried on withwarmthandanimosity.
The opposite parties anathematizéd one arnother,
and each side in several successive councils, af-
firmed its own doctrine to be that of the whole
church. Never did any dispute interest the chris-
tian world more deeply. Not even the doctrine of
the real presence was ever opposed or supported
with greater keenness.  1lere, then, we have an
instance of o dispute &hich cxcited little attention
dnring a scrics of sges ;3 yet afterwards rending
the church into factions and parties, ‘This in.
stance clearly shows that a subject which excites
the greatest attention inone period, may have
beenin some former and distant age, regarded
with the utmost indifterence. For any thing that
we know;, therefore, the differemces of opinion re-
specting thepresence of Christ in the sacrament,
may at first have beenattended with no more noise
and commotion than the doctrines of Augustine
respécting pyedestination and grace. At first,
these differénces may have been carried onin sic
lence and peace, though, afterwards, when Coun.
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cils and Popes had declared for the one party, had
excommunicated their opposers, and taken away
all right of private judgment and liberty of consci.
ence, these same differences burst into 8 flame and
rent the church into picces.

In what I have advanced under this head, I do
not pretend to have proved that this doctrine was
actually introduced atany particular time into the
faith of the church, without having been formerly
believed, All that I have here attempted to prove,
is, that the thing is possible., Thisis all that we
are to infer from the arguments now stated ; and
I conceive they fully warrant this conclusion, 1
conclude, therefore, in opposition to the reason-
ings of the Sieur Barthclemy, that it was not imn-
possible for the belief of the real presence to gain
admittance into the church, though it had not been
received from the begiuning.

The question here does not relate to any histori-
calfact, 1tis altogether anargument from proba-
bility. It iss0 on both sides ; docsnot attempt to
prove what really happened, but merely what was
likely or unlikely to have taken place.  Sieur
Barthelemy, pronounce such an event to beim-

possible. I have endeavored to show that it is
possible,

Another circumstance which might have greatly
facilitatéd the introduction of this doctrine, was
the extreme ignorance and barbarity that prévail.
ed during those ages.  If we look into the ablest
ccclesiastical writers that flourished in the ninth
and tenth centuries, we will be astonished at their
puerility.  And if we congider the small regard
which they discover to ascertain the sense of scrip-
tures, their small acquaintance with the principles
of sound philesophy, and even with those of com.
mon sénse, we will not be surprised at their adopt-
ing any innovation.  The philosophy which gene-
rally prevailed in those ages, appears to have been
littlé clse than mystical and unintelligible jargon;
and the methods employed to ascertain the mean.
ing of scripture, werc the most remote that can
well be conccived from the principles of sound
criticism.

But therc is one circumstance which puts the
possibility of introducing such an innovation as
this beyond all doubt, For the difference of opin-
ion which the Sieur Barthelemy has endeavored to
prove to be impossible, i3 known from unquestion-
able evidence tohave existed, It is beyond all
dispute, that, in the ninth, tenth, eleventh,
twelfth and thirtecnth centuries,differences of opin-
ion onthis subject actually prevailed through agreat
patt of the christian church. It makes no differ-
ence in the present argument which opinion wasan
innovation and which was the ancient faithof the
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church. Ilowever this might be, it is certain that
both opinions were afloat, and both had numcrous
abettore, It is true, this dispute was not managed
with such zeal and animosity asit has been in later
ages, This indced was far from being the case,
Neither party excommunicated the other.  Nor did
they regard one another asidolaters, or impious, or
heretical, This indecd we have alrcady proved to
be impossible, The two explanations were con-
sidered as the speeulations of individuals, which
might be entertained or not, without giving any
distutbance to the church, and without any preju-
dice to thie salvation of the faithful.

That this state of things actually existed, we
have the following evidence,

1. The evidence arising from the writings of
Paschasius, as illustrated above.

2. The great number of writers who opposed
this author in the ninth century, and the small
number of those who supported him.

3. The number of Berenger’s followers in the
eleventh eentury, and the partiality of Pope Gre-
gory the seventh in his favor.

4. "he pumber of decrees made against the sa-
cramentarians in the thirteenth century, and the
institutions appointed to support and diffuse the
doctrine of the real presence, show that evenat
this Jate period, that doctrine was not gencrally re-
ceived. The greater number of chnstians still re-
mained ignorant of it,

Q. W.

A HINT TO PRESBYTERIAN ELECTORS.

To tur Eprror.

SIR,

In your number for March, you pub-
lished 2 long letter from Dr. Rae, vindicating the
chims and proceedings of the Presbyterians in
this province, corinccted with the Church of Scot-
land. This has been so frequently done al-
r¢ady, in one shape oranother, that it has ceased
to be a novelty, and has lost much of its interest.
Bythe Hon. William Morris, by yourself, and by
various others, the claims of the Church of Scot-
Jand to an equal standing and an equal support
with the Church of England, in this provinee, have
been clearly proved and fairly established. But
cui bono 2—to what good purposc, €0 long as our
opponents are to he judges in their own cause?
Asthere are none so deaf as those who will not
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hcar, s0 there are none so dull as those who are de-
termined not to be convinced, From thoee who have
usurped our rights and privilegos, it is quite eviden!
we have nothing toexpect but insult when weappeal
to their scnse of justice.  From the colonial office,
a8 at present constituted, there is reason to feat
we can look for httle beyond fine words. Lord
Glenelg, it appears, las turned his back on the
church of lis fathers ; and though he professcs
much good will towards our establishment, it seems
to be of the same kind with that of the Venerable
Archdeacon of York. Its lanpuage is, “Tle ye
warmed, be ye clothed, by ye fed ;" but alas no
mecang are provided !

At the colonial office, the claims of the Chureh
of Scotland have been fully admitted, and much
anxiety has been expressed to provide for the sup-
port of its ministera ; Lut the want of funds has
been deeply regretted as the only obstacle in the
way. DBut somchow or other it happens, that when
the Church of England is to be provided for,
the want of funds is not so severely felt.  From
all this we are led L6 the conclusion, that the want
of inclination to do us justice has as much influ-
ence in the matter as the want of ability, Under
these circumstances, we can entertain but little
hope of success, unless we firmly and persevering-
ly urge our claims upon the attention of CGovern-
ment, both here and in Britain—not forgetting the
casc of the poor widow mentioned in scripture,
who by such means succceded cven with an un-
just judge.

Our new Licutenant Governor has inspired us
with much confidenee since his arrival, by his hith-
erto tinpartial conduct ; and hopes are entertained
that he will favor the justice of our cause. While
he was Governor in Australia, the claims of the
Churcheés of England and Scotland were placed
upon a footing of perfect equality, as they cer-
tainly ought to be; and it issaid that this was
done at His Excellency’s recommendation. If so,
isit too much to expect that he will recommend
a similar course here?  Should this hope fail, we
have still one remcdy left, and that remedy happens
to be in our own hands. By and by there will be
anothes general clection,  When that arrives, let
1ts, one and all, support no candidate who will not
engage to usc his influence, towards placing our
Church on a footing of cquality in every respeet,
in this country, with the Church of England.

At the last clection, we perccived the province
to e in a dangerous condition—placed on the very
brink of a precipice—many very honest people be-
ing Jed astray by the musreprescntations of the
arch-traitor, Mackenzic, and his confederates.—
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We then sacrificed our own interests to the public
good. We voted alinost universally for conser-
vative members who, we were sure, would support
the colunial Government——then in critical circum-
stances. For this scasunable support, we have
been repaid with injury and insult ; for when Mr,
Hagerman abnsed the Scottish Chureh and Clergy,
in the House of Assembly, he only spoke the sen-
timents of the purty who oppose our claiws, though
some of them are more cautious and discreet than
himself in the use of their tongues.  Some thought
hie would he punished for lis insolence ; but in-
stead of that he was rewarded. ‘This at once
shows how theland lay. Iustead of receiving
thanks for the support we thus brought to the ex-
ccutive, at o very critical time, we are now trium-
phantly told, that a large mujony of the House ot
Assembly are Episcopalians. It will be our own
fault if it is sv after the next clection, A word to
the wise is sufficient,
Iam, &ec.

P, MONITOR.

O~ Tug IsFLUBNCE oF ExaMpLE,

Christians are every where crijoined to recom-
mend religion by their exemplary conduct, the mo-
ral influence of a godly deportment being calcu-
lated to promote the cordial acceptance of the
faith of the gospel by others more than the most
showy cxternal profession of zeal. The influence
of this esample upon the conduct of others,
may be clearly scen whether we view it as ma-
nifested by superiors or equals in socicty, or by
the members of a houschold.

There is not a more effectual metliod of com-
municating a religious character to socicty than
the picty and moral worth of the rich, the learned
andthe great. They go far beyond preceptory
admonitions ; for the mass of mankind, especially
the rising generation, have no power of réasoning
on abstract principles, but regard the external con-
duct and dealings of their superiors as their mo-
del of amitation. They see what others do ; and
from the almost nccessary resemblance of man-
ners and agreement of sentiment, required for so-
cial union, they act as these others aet, not so
much indeed from a fueling of respect for gencral
sentiment as from the natural tendency to imita-
tion, to “measure themsclyes by themselves, and
compare themeelves among themseives.”  The
more cxalted in rank and mflucnce any individual

0X TIHB INFLUENCE OF EXAMPLE,

is, the greater weight and importance will be at-
tached to his cxample, by those within the great
or small community in which lio lives and acts,
If the example is bad, a moral contagion accord-
ing to its degree, will be spread around ; charac-
ters of little or no principle, will be ready to take
refugo from reproof under the seeming shelter of
authority. If the example, on the other .hand, is
good, an opposite consequence toa considerable
degree, will result; for the restraint on the
breach of order or peace will be more powerfully
felt than acknowledged. This is fully seen to Le
the caso i the observance of the Sabbath, a reg-
ular attendance on the worship of God, and the
discharge of private and domestic religious duties,
When a commuuity in looking to its men of chicf
cstate, finds religion neglecied, the Sabbath pro.
faned by doing onit their own worldly business,
and the ordinances of public worship forsaken or
but partially attended, many of the inferior orders
arcapt to conceive thata license is granted to them
to gosaml do likewise. A minister may be zealous,
single-hearted andintently benton the advancement
of the faith and the practice of religion, but he will
come far short of what might have been attained,
had his hands been strengthened, and the gospe)
precepts recommended by the living examples of
therich and the great. Men may indeed beinstruct.
ed by precept in what course they should walk ; but
example not only shows the practicability of such
precepts, but actually hurrics them forward in the
same course. An impulse is given whichit requires
considerable hardihood to withstand ; and as the
rapid stream in its course, carries along with it
whatever is found on its surface, so when, in the
language of scripture, ¢ judgment runs down
as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream”
amongst a people, the influcuce of high example
is found cither to carry before it any light opposi-
tion made to its course, or tomeet the resistance
with a noisy murmur. The history of the church,
even of the smallest portion of it, can fully corrobo-
rate this, When the example of the great has
been contrary to the lessons of the sanctua-
ry, it has proved a stumbling block in the
way of the piety and moral worth of society.
When, on the other hand, a cordial cooperation
was manifested, the tone of a becoming conduct
and conversation his been heightened and im-
proved. What more pleasing than the exemplary
picty of David or Josiah, and how opposite in their
cffects the wicked lives of an Ahab or a Herod!
How was the zeal of establishing - the gospel in
opposition to the superstitious rites of idolatry
found quickly to spread through all ranks of soci-
cty, in consequenceof the example and determin-
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ation of the first christian emperors ! How, on
tho other hand, was the purity of morals and relig-
ion contaminated by the vicious lives and anti.
cliristian tenets of succceding princes ! Fenrful
then is the responsibility of thase whose examples
have the greatest influence on others. Every
nan according to his talents, lis means of useful-
ness, and opportunitics of showing forth the glory
of God, is bound in the sight of lcaven to causc
his light to shine before men, that others see-
ing his good works may glorify their Father in
heaven,

But the influence of example is not confined to
the higher classes of society, for such influence
would then be found to belong only toa few.,  The
nost humble must not think their example is of
no avail on the habits of others. In their
homes, among their friends, on all who come
within the limit of their little circle, the most
humble exercise & power over the virtue or the
vice of others, and indirectly an influcnce on the
amount of moral good and evil in the world in fu-
ture generations. To a considerable degree is the
example of picty onthe part of the poorest indi-
vidual made to tell upon others, as in his cvery
day intercourse with those around him, he shews
himself aliving cpistle of Christy seen and read of
all men, not written with ink but the spirit of the
living God, not  in tables of stone but in the fleshly
tables of the heart. Nay among those to whom
liis conversation extends, we consider his example
to be of greater influence in giving a bias to the
character of others, than it he moved in the highest
renk of society, as being of the same standing with
the many around him, he is to be viewed more as
afellow and an equal. In the uprightness of his
dealings, the sobriety of his deportment, the rce-
titude of his principles, the serious gravity of his
converse and the chastened dignity of his mind,
rendered so by the occupation of his thoughts on
the sublimest subjects of contemplation, above all
the affectionate kindness, if not of his manners,
at least of his heart, are such as caunot fail to
impart & sweet mellowing conviction of his supe-
rior goodness, so as in many cases to be a powerful
persuesive on the feelings and hearnts of oth-
ers in leading them to walk even as he
alsowalks, If as Sencca, a heathen moralist,
says, ¢ the very meeting of a great man may be of
lasting advantage to us and we detive instruction
from his very silence,” how much more must the
mecting of a good man tend to impress deeply on
our hicarts the loveliness of virtue. A virtuous man
is said to be a living law, nay more aleaderanda
guide; for the virtue of the heart is more prized and
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vencrated than tho most brilliant talents of the
mind, Lvery christian isa walking monument of
what goodness a man iscapable of attanung o and
of what peace and hiappness of mmnd it is possible
for one to possess, The wicked however elevated
inrank is reproved of guilt andshame at the sight
of a good man however inferior in worldly circum-
stances. “‘The wiched shall bow before the nghte-
ous,” ig the uaying of the wise king. le is made
tofeel a heart within him condemmng lamself and
applauding the object before 1t, o heart shrinking
back from the presence of godliness, yet compelled
in conscience to admire ity to do homage and re-
spect to him who, however humble his lot may be,
can lift up his brow with a noble fortitude, ag con-
scious of integrity before man, and of condescend-
ing grace from lis God. It is said of Voltaire the
infildel, that he felt confounded every time he saw
u Jew, as in lim he beheld a Jiving witness of the
truth of that christianity he vainly sought to cx-
tirpate; so at the sight of piety and moral goodness,
the mind of him who neither fears God nor regards
man, by the lash of a self-condemning conscicnce
slirinks back with mingled feclings of shame at
himself and dislike to the object before ity asthe
king of Isracl in the presence of'the prophet,caying,
¢I1ast thou found me out O mine encmy ! The
question is put ¢ What hascaused me to differ
from this good man ¥’ Ilis natural passions are as
strong as mine, lus inclinations in childhood may
have been as froward, his temptations not less
few tolead hLim astray,yet he is now my superior;
honesty and leavenly mindedness are secn on
his forchead, guilt and shame prey on my heart.
Surely I have sinned—cvénin him mine iniquity is
cver before me,

Inthe humblest dwelling the most powerful les-
sons of religion are oftentaught,ifinotwithstanding,
itslowliness,itbe a Bethel—a house whereGod con-
descends to dwell and to bless the heart of picty.
Go wheré he will, asacred unction, & sweet smell-
ing savour goes forth from the man of God,
influencing thosc who come within his reach, a sa-
vour which if not of life unto life will be of death
unto death, The manifestation of godliness dur-
ing life, of peaceand joy at the hour of death, of
gratitude in prosperity, and resignation in adversi-
ty, of meekness under injurics and brotherly kind-
ness to ell, are all so many burning tapers by which
a light is shewn forth, calculated notonly to please
the eye but toimprove the heart of others,

But there is another kind of example whose
influence comes nearer the heart and is more per-
manent and lopeful in ils cficcts—that of

members of a houschold, Blesscd are those who
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have been trained up, as wellas taught in the fear
of the Lord, 'There is much hypocrisy among
professing christians, whereby their real character
and principles being concealed from: others, a much
greater credit may for a time be given them than
theyreally deserve. But in the private circle of
their families and relatives, the sphere being more
circumseribed, there is less possibility of decep-
tion ; for intimatcly acquainted with the downsit-
tingsand uprisings, with the tempers and habits of
cach other, any defection is soon discovered, while
the real stamina of worth are more powerfully made
to appear before the oye and to bear upon the
heart, Forasa treo of righteousness, the plant-
ing of the Lord, isnot only an object of beauty, but
of uscfulness and support to those under its shade,
so theexample of picty will be found of more im-
mediate practical good to those who are brought
nearest its iufluence.  Much has been done not
ouly intraininy to good, but in reclaiming individu-
als from the paths of folly by the example of
a life of faith and peace in the Moly Ghost.
Masters and servants, husbands and wives, pa-
rents and children, brothers and sisters, have of-
ten been brought first to admire, then to imitate
the conversation, and to feel refreshed by the
prayers and practices of the better individual,
How often has a brother been weanced from vice
by the piety of a brother or the chastened purity
of heart and manners of a sister! Iow often
has éven a parent's heart been drawn to the
cultivation of religion by the innocence and wis-
dom of hischild! How frequently have the minds
of servants and dependants become well-affected
to godlincss by the christian worth of o master
or benefactor ! While as in the case of the maid
of Israel in the family cf Naaman, the picty
and wisdom of a scrvant may powerfully influ-
cnce the moral conduct of a master or a mistress,
even though it should be in the act of peremp-
torily refusing to obey their commands whn
they involve a dereliction of duty.

Noris the happy influence of the example of
picty lost when that example ceases to be scen.
So long as the image of departed worth can be
recalled, now wmore perfeet in the mind's eye
from the natural tendency to forget the railings
and to cnhance thevirtues of the deceased, it
may well be said, though dead yet to speak. Hence
in the history of clristians there areto be found
cases of individuals whose hearts have been power-
fully arrcsted in the carcer of folly and sin by
examples of picty, even after these examples
had ccased to live save in the busy memory of
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sin and deccived by the fascinations of worldly
pleasurc some persons may have been ; however
the voice of conscicnce for a time tnay be drowned
amidst opposing principles; yect there have been
scasons when the passions ceased to rage so furi.
ously, and when, by the hand of God, sobricty of
judgment was made to follow the intoxication of
carnal joys—then, it may be, the reccllection
of the humility and picty of the parent long de-
parted shall melt his heart into contrition, and
bring him toadopt before God the confession of
the prodigal, « Father, I have sinned against hea-
ven end in thy sight, and amno more worthy to
be called thy son.”

Happy would it be for the intcrests of religion
were professors to give more heed to their life, ns
well as their doctrine ; were the influential of the
land to support, not mercly from policy but from
principle, the faith of Jesus ; were magistrates and
all in authority,practically as well auslegaily to dis
countenance the profanation of the Sabbath, to ex-
crcise their authority in repressing any thing that
proves @ bane tothe morality of a people, and to aid
the causc of God by private prayer as well asby
publiczeal ; weremen of cvery rank found more
carcful to maintain good works, adorning the gos-
pel by purity of heart, goodness of principle and
consisteney of practice 3 were parcnts by their ex-
ample as well as by their precept to show a greater
anxiety for a heavenly than an carthly inheritance
for their children, for ticir being good rather than
grcat, for obtaining better hearts rather”than bet-
ter fortunes, what an jmprovement tnight not be
looked for on the aspect of our society, what a
harvest might be expected in conscquence of the
dew of licaven in this manner  descending on the
neturelly barren fields, what an enlargement to
the church in many who without these examples
might be found still loving the pleasures of sin !

B. R,

vetired and scher reflection,  Ilowever gunk in
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THoUUITS 0N THE BUTY OF THE SyNXob 1o -ruml
IMMRDIATR STEPS FOR THE KDUCATION OF THOSK |

YOUTHUS WHO ARE ASPIRING ‘70 THR MiNtsTry,
Mg. Emiros,

The objoct of iy communication which appearcd
m your lnst number, was to call the attention of the
.aembers of our churches to that most unportant
subject~—tho training of pous youths amongst our-
seives fur the holy winistry ; and I trust that tius
object will, at leastto the extent to which your
pages arc tead, be accomplished.  Thave heard a
complaint that my paper is defective masmuch as
that it did not contain the resolutions of the Syn-
od on the report of the committce of the Preshy-
tery of Toronto. But the omission with which [
am chargeable consists only in the want of o refe-
rence to a former number of your journal, in which
those resolutions are found.  Your readers may
find them recorded in an account of & meeting of
the Commission of Synod, which is contained in
the first volume, pp. 28,29,

Having taken up my pen to make this cxplana-
tion, Ty be permitted to offera few additronal
remarks,  Hitherto our plans, in go far as they have
ween publicly discussed, have contemplated an
academy or colego for giving that education
to candidates for the ministry, which is stuetly
proper for that profession ; it having been assum-
ol that the literary and scientfic acyuircments
necessary fur the vigorous prosccution of the.
ological study, might be obtained at other st
{utions in the province. But alns ! this s an as-
sumption not warranted by fact ; for though the
charter of the provincial university hus been amend-
od, and its council organized, there is o appear-
ance of ils going into operation.

And even though that or any other institution
mcither provinee, had a full cumplement of pro-
fessors for the vanous arts and sciences, it by ne
ncans follows, that the Synod would so ap-
prove of the discipline and mode of teaching pur-
sued in such institution as tu send thar students
t it tur a peparatory cducation. Hence with
the very agitauon of the plan of Theological
Colleze, it may be neceasary also to consider the
expedicucy of extending the plan go asto embrace
that general scicuce and literature which consti-
wnte 2 liberud education, and are wore or less ne-
cossury tothe culture of professional knowledge
of o secular kind,.as well as of theology.

I may be permitted to state, Mi. Editor, that at
fiest [ contemplated only an institution for giving
what is properly cutled, a theolugical education ;
bat that now, after sowne reilcction on the matter
1am convinced that we shal best consult the m-
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terests of the church and the cause of true re-
ligion and sound leaming i the community, by
founding an institution fur general litcrature and
science ns well as theology.

For, in the first place, there are so many cloats
and intereating relations between ail the arts and
sciences and theology, that the teaching of the
former to those who study the latter, ought not to
he committed to any who are not themselves ac-
quainted with divine truth, and sincerely attached
toit. T is easy to conccive how even a Profes-
sor of the Greck language might become & propa-
gator of licresy, And certainly he has wuch in
hig power as to imbuing his students with an en.
thugiastic Jove of the volume of inspiration or of
fostering in them an iudifference towards ite.  The
influence of the Professors of ethics and physice—
of the former especially—over the young divine, is
still more dircet.  Ahb, liow often have students
been prepared for imbibing crrors in divinity of «
fatal kind, by the false expositions of moral philo-
sophy which they had first received . They have
been conducted through investigations of iman's
moral nature, aud of the character of God, and
of their mutual relutions ; and yet they liave not
been called to notice any indications of disorder
and ruin in man, and that his relation to God was
50 jurting nx tosequire some special adjustinest,
Aud thus they hinve Been, in whole or in part Pe-
lagiaus, before they learned from Church history,
that Pelugius and vthers who weut half’ way with
himy, pretended to reason out their dvgmas from
texts of seripture,  The church then euglt neser
to be indiflerent toany of the prelinnary studics
of’ her youths who ate training for the ministry,
T'hat these may be rightly conducted, they muist
be condueted under a chiris*ian intluence,

But, in the'sceond pluce, the chuteh his sucha
vast wterest in the education of the community at
Fuge, and of herown youths m purientar, that she
#hould do her utmost to afford to these at Jeast
an education regalated and coutrolled by chris<
wan privciple.  Wis abandantly manifest, that the
sacnces are neither studied nor tavght in the best
way when their harmony  with divine truth and
their subordination to ity are not recognized.  La
Place himself would have been & greater philoso-
pliee tad he pussessed the reverence fur revelation
which characterized Boyle and Newton.  And it
christianity makes men better teachers of sci-.
vlce, it also onables studenta to pursue it more
profitubly and successfully It alone can effecs
tually eounteract the temptations to indolence
aml licentionsness which beeet the young ; and
while it assigns to all human kaowledge a
comparative insignificance, it yet zlss furpishes’
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ample motives for the cultivation of it.  The
churchy then, should carnestly scek fur christiain-
1y, that its vital and wholesone influcnce should
pervade the diseiphine of schools and colleges as
well as of families. ,

‘Thirdly, It may also bestated as a rcason for
uniting the culture of gencral literaturc and sci-
enice in the same colleginte institution with the-
logy, that the frce intercourse of those who .are
studying for the ministry with those who are
studying for seculur profussions, will be mutu-
ally advantagcous.  Sccular students should
have no reason to dread any taiut from our young
theologiaus ; and wucither would the latier be
injured by mingling with the former, if the col-
lege be in other respects rightly governed. It
jacasy to conccive, that students for auy one pro-
fession, who are traincd in separate institutions,
will acquire in this wey, more of a professional
character, and form au csprit de corps ; but it is
tobe feared that iu the case of studeuts for the
winistry of the gospel, this woull bLe at the
hazard of cundor and manliness of sentiment and
character.  Chrigtianity forbids its followers to
Le recluses ; and as its teachers have often to
contend with infidels, armed with weapons stolen
from ecience and literature, it is well that whilethey
sreina course of training they should hmvefree in-
coursc with those who are preparing fur the pro-
fessions of secular life.  Their clm:uan principles .
may be invigorated, and their scholarship shiould
be improved by such intercourse.

QOther reasons forteaching general science and
literature as wellas Theology in one institution
may casily be adduced—I would just add, lastly,
that a general college would obtain more extensive
support than one strictly Theological. 1t isto be
hoped that alt the members of our church who have
an cnlighteucd vegard to her cflicacy and cnlarge-
ment, in these provincesy will favour anyinstitution
that promiscs to train up the sous of thechurch for
the work of the ministry. Bat this same fecling
will dispoee them to seck, that all our youths who
are prosccuting liberal studics, should be as far as
an cxternal discipline can go, under a chiristian in.
tlucnce.  And then, many fromau regard to the best
interests of their own children and relatives would
cheerfully come forward toaidin the cstablishment
of suchan institution us that whichI have been
recommending.

A remark or two on the practicableness of the
scheme shall close this letter.  And in order toits
being carried into cffect itis vbvious, that n corpo-
ratecharacter must be obtained for the proposcd
institution, and funds collected fur the crection of
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buildinge and the endowment of Professorships,
As to the former, nodifficulty may be apprehend-
ed. OQOur church will only be following in the
course of other religious denominations when shic
conunences the foundation of a college 3 and she
may expect at Jeast equal favor with the Mctho-
distsand Roman Catholics—the former of whom
has obtained a Royal Clatter for their Academy at
Cobourg, and the lattera Parliamentary Charter
for o college at Kingston.

As to funds, the obtaining of these isperhaps the
most puipable obstacle that appeéars in the way of
prosccuting the sclieme 3 though it is not in reality
thegreatest one,  ‘I'he civil commotions and gen-
cral pecuniary embarassments uggravate the difli-
cultics existing at all times amongst us in the rais-
ing of money ; but yet, if the Synod should bec
rightly and eflectoally moved to undertake the
founding of a seminary, these I believe will all be
overcome. A prudent resoluté and harmonious
movement on their part, may give animpulse to
thousands, yea tens of thousande, to co-operate
with them both by their prayers and offerings,
Lauguid wishes aud divided councils will not car-
ry cven the Synod to any vigorous cfforts and far
lese will they influence others, ‘Thereshould then
be a rousing up of individual cnergy, a simplicity
of aiw for the advancement of the kingdom of God,
fervent prayer for his Llesging, humble confidence
in Hiny, and laborious cxertions, and with these we
shall neither be zshamed nor disappointed in our
undertaking. The aidofthe government should
be sought through every lawful chauncl ; but that
aid desirableasit is, for the sake of the govern.
ment itsclf as well as of the church, should not be
made a sine qua non to the prosecution of the
scheme.

Ifthe state be reluctantto Iclp forward the
causc of Christ with pecuniary offerings, the
church herself must Qo the more. An appeal
should bemade to the members of cachof our con-
gregations, be they rich or poor, for their offerings
tothe work weare projecting ; and it should be car-
ried also throughout Scotland,England and Ircland,
by deputies from the Synod who may advocate this
great cause with camcstness and fidelity. All
this will 20t be in vain,  God wemay hope will
touch the hcarts of many whom as yet we know not,
and who know not of our purposcs, 2o come for-
werd and lend us a helping hand in our enterprise
for the advancement of his kingdom  in these re-
gions.

The Presbytery of Toronto is alrcady in posscs-
sionof u considerable property which may cventu-

ally be available for aiding in the cndowmant of a
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College—swe mean that whick has been purchased
with the £500 sterling which a Scottish Baronet
put at the disposal of th. Presbytery for the ad-
vancement of the churchin Canada.

These remarks,Mr. Editor, like those in my for-
mer letter are designed as I have said, to direct the
attention of the members of the Synod to the all
important subject of which they treat. [f inad-
dition to this object they furnish a single hint,
which any of the brethren may improve, I shall
not regret that I have committed my thoughts to
writing.

I remain,
Yours &e.
PRESBYTER.

T. T.

June Uth, 1833.

Aveeat. By que Rev. Do, Cinbaknsto T SRIENDS
oF RELGIOLS ESTARLISHMENTS IN DALY OF THE
Cuercn or oTrany.

{Althougl thiere is much in this appeal, which
hasan exclusive reference to the peealiar cirenm-
stances of the Church of Scotland, and which will
be deeply interesting to those who watch the pro-
gress of that church with that afiectionate con-
cern, whichis nouriched at ance by the gospel and
national predilection ; yet we have inserted it for
anouier rcason, because it goes to cstablish an
universal fact—the tendency that population has
to outrun the means provided for its religious and
cducational wellsbeing, cven in countries where
these have been most sedulausly provided for. It
has long been customary to point to Scotland, as
a land distinguished for religious order aud intelli-
gence; and compared with most other countrier,
ghe isunquestionably entitled to pre-cminence, Tut
it is deplorably manifest from recent investigations
that unless something be done o reader the means
of rcligion and cducation preporticnate to her in-
creasing population;shemustdescend from the hon-
urable station she has hithcrto occupicd. The
matter Las been too long neglecied; but now that
it has been takenin hand, we cannot doubt that an
cffectunl remedy will be applicd. Tt istruly mourn.
{ul, hawever, to discover thie lisd infutuation of
those who sit at present at the hicln of public afc
fairsin reference to this sulject.  After a most
miscrableshufiling and tergivereation,they have, it
would appear, finally declined to give that assis-
ance townrd the woligions instriction of the pony

L2

171
of Scotland which they Lad been led to expect.
‘The cause of church extension however 1s a nght-
cousg cause, [t involves the :present and future
well-being of an enlightened and encractic nation ;
and we cannot  doubt that it will ultimately pre-
vail,

The present state of tlis provinee is calculated
10 teach a very salutary lesson toits povernment.
{Tad a fourth part of the funds which have been ex-
pended within the last éix months upon military
defences, been expended Quring the last ten years
on the education and religious instruction of the
people,{by which they might have been taughtta
appreciate the henefits of their civil institutions,
and to adopt only legal and reasonable methode for
improving them, and above all might have been
imbued with ecmiments of contentment and the
fear of God,) these civil disturbances would pro-
bably not have occurred, and our temparal pros.
perity wight not have sustained o dreadfula
check. An enlightered and christian government
should have foreseen this, and might we thing
have prevented it; for no truth is more clearly de-
monstrable than this, that anigrerant and irreli-
givus peaple cannot twith safely be entrusted with
JSreeinstitutions. Canadians enjoy free institutions,
but they withm the end prove o curse instend of a
blessing, unless religion and intelligence is made
to pervade the community.  The means of diffus-
ing these have not been granted—have not been
enjoyed 3 and henee the political incendiary has
been able to kindie, in many quarters, & spirit of
insubordination, which will require great wisdom
to allay and cradicate. It may be keptin check
by the bayonct ; but the bayonct cannot des-
troy it. ‘Cheincans of cure must beapplied to the
minds—to the hearts of the people.  For this pur-
pose the chiirch and the  school house must share
somewhat wnore liberallyin the national expendi-
ture.  Llut if this expenditure be sull denied, the
instrunients of cocrcton st be yet multiplied
at a hcavier charge, to restiun the ficrce lawless-
ness of an ignorant and ungodly populace, and
10 perpetuate the subjectionof o msruled colony
by military forco.—n, Ex ]

. Edinburgh, April 17.
Frem the days of the reformation to the com-
mencament of the extension scheme four years age,
the population of Scotland had inereasel from one:
million of inhabitams to two millionz and & half, and
withouwt any sencible increase in the aumler of =z
chureliz, v duding that perisd, a suplus had ae.

Apaulatsed oo one b and a half of people, for
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whose christian cducation ro provision was made
within the limits of the natisani establishimest.  Of
these, not more thun half a milljon are adequately
supplicd in the mecting- of the Di
. Jeasing, therefore, n wiillion of souls, a number equal
10 llm of the whole population for whom the cstab-
lishment was originally designed, unprovided with
ahe lessons and ovdinances of the gospel.  Of this
. nunther, ot Jeast £00,000 ought to be church-goers,
. who,till the attention of the public has of late heen
awnkened to thieir condition, were abandoned . to the
Jabit of profunation and of all disogder upon the
Sabbath—that syre precursor to hiabits of profligacy
through thewedk, A fourth part of ihis fearful ecile-
' snsm:nl destitution has, by actual surveys, been as-
certained to exist in Glasgow and Edinburgh alone,
though their united population does not exceed one
aeventh ofthe whole population of the country.

1C1S—

And on whom is it that the burden of this sore
. calanity principally falls?  On those who have
eithar notoste for the ministrations of the gospel, or
no ability to pay for them—that is, on those who are
already depraved, and those, who, because destitute,
and at the same tinze unprovided with the means for |
their moral and religions  instruction, are on the high
voad to their bccommg'dcpra\cd wlso. Such is lhe
welanchioly but sure transition, from want to worth-
lessness, in every land where there is an exeess of fa-
woilies whom a deficient establisiment cannot admi,
and whont, an the experience of a whola century, we
affirm, thata voluntary systemy will never overtake,
The woful result is, that poverty becomes a stepping-
stoneto wickedness and crime. A moral blight de-
scer.ds and settles on all the humble places in socicty;
lcaving, indeed, no place untouched; Lut telling, with
ot fearful and malignant cffect, on our artisans and
our working classes, our men of handicraft and havd
labor. The cvil is most apparent in the vecent vile
lages of ourmanufactuning districts,and inthe plebeian
streets or extended  suburbs of our rapidly incrcasing
towns, where familics have accumulated in thousands,
aliogather out of sight, oc at least out of any cffce-
aive surgcillance an the part of their parish elergymen.
In Scotland, two-fifihs of our whole population, or
1,000,000 of huinan beings, may be regarded as still
jn this unhappy position—haying the same Igh ca-
pacities of mornl and spiritual worth, and partakivg
of the same immwitsl pature with ourselves; but whe,
atrangers to church going, and to every good old ha-
hitof theie forcfathers, ate now beyond the reach,
save by acheap, and s0 to them aceessible, christian
education, of cvery efiort to recall them from the de-
generacy into which they have fallen.

Jt is inthe prosecution of this high design, that a
great national eflort is now making in Scotland.  Tle
sum of nearly £200,000 has been raised in frec sub-
scription, and 180 places of worship have been bLuilt
or arcin process of byilding. Thess new churches,
geverally speaking, have been planted in the poores:
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localities, for the special accommodation on the Sab-
bath of the houscholders by whorn they are occupied,
and with a minister in cach, whose special office it i~
to concentyate his weck-day attentions on them and
onthuir families.  These people, if left to the volun-
tary system. would never have built a church for
themselves and as Little are they able to maintain a
clergyman for themselves. It is in fulfilment of: the
Intter object that the Scattish public have been count-
ing on the aid of a patcynal government,  They had
foudly imagined that this cause of picty, dear to them.
selves as christians, would have heen also viewed ns
acause of highest patriotism, and, thercfore, alla
dear 10 our vulers as  philantiropists and statesaen.
After having made their own contribution in the crec-
top of pilnces of worship, they did look 1o the State.
for the endowment of them ; and that in .order to
such a reduction of seat-rents, as might make the
new churches accessible to the great bulk and body of
the population. 1t is for this reason, and for this rea-
son only, that the munificent donors of these national
churches have now become suppliants at the doors of
the national treasury for & maintenance to their cler-
gymen.  This they soek.not in their own name, bt
inthe name of the ponrest of the poor—2a Loon, not
to the church or tathe churchmen, but a boon to the
cemman people of Scotland.

But these views Lave not been accerded io by the
government of the comytry.  They have refused our
pmopasition, It is true that they hold outthe expecta-
tion of a provision for certain of our Highland and
rural parishes; but in all the large tawns where it is
most needed—that cause, which is truly the cnuse of
the poor man and of the laborer, they have cast a
disowned and unprotected orphan on the charity ofthe
public. It hias been said that they have doue soin
obedience to the eall of certain numerous and power
ful constitnencics in Scotland.  'We know not.  But,
admitting this to be true, still it is the voice of the fow
against the many, of the ten-pounders and upwards,
and that only in certain of our localitics, agninst a
nighty host of the common people all over Scotland
of that smnller number in towns, where an increasing
population liave left the established church behind
theny, who can avail themselves of the supplementai
aid of the voluntary systen, against that incaleulably
farger number in all parts of the country, whom the
voluntary system leaves in utier helplessness and de-
pravity.  We therefore persevere in - our object, not.
withstunding this repulse which the govermment have
Iaid uponus. Wecannot, in deference to any party
in the state, surrender the moral interests of the com-
munity atlarge—thc greatest happiness of the greatest
number : nov shall we ever consemt to the romorscliess
sacrifice that certain statesmen are willing to make,
who, for thesakeof a privileged few, the clectors in
some of the cities and burghs of Scotland, would lay
as & hecatomb on the altar of their common politics,
the Lest sl higliest good of the unfranchiscd pepula-
ticn.
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Qurs is an essentially and inherently popular, as
well as a rightcous cause ; and the people of Scotland
only wait the resolutions of their General Asscmbly,
ere they shall make the abundant demonstration of it.
But it is certain that & mighty bencfit would be sen.
dered to all our -objects, as well asa mighty impulse
given to the farther prosceution of them, by « subscrip-
tion in London.  ‘I'he spirit manifested in the metro.
polis by the friends of our institutions, thosc only
true friends of the people, would send fresh spirit and
encouragement into the remotest provinces ofthe coun-
try.  We want money for the completion of our new
churchies, and money for the ercction of more. Itis
wruc that 180 places of worslup are now in progress;
but we shall requise three times that number, cre cven
themost palpable and most gricvous cases of destitution
canall be overtaken.  And what makes our present
excrtion of prime importance is, that we shall not on-
ly be enabled to multiply our fabrics, butin fuact to has-
tenon that general measure of an endowmient, in
which we are, for the present, disappointed. By
means of 180 churches, we even now are armed with
he foree of 180 arguments in support of our plea;
and each additional church will furnish an additional
argument——will form a nucleus for another body of|
petitioners—will cnlist in our favor the testimony of|
another congregation—will swell the gencral voice of|
Scotland in our behalf, now gathering every year into
greater steength and importunity than before.  1In
other words, the architecture of our new churches, by
the hands of private individuals, will at length form
the sure stepping-stone to a provision for ther clergy-
men by the state.  The cyes of christian and pater-
nal rulers must at last be opened to the wisdom and
necessity of sucha concession for the unquestionable
good of the population ; and tiws, by that most legi-
timate of all influences, by a moral compulsion on the
hearts and understandings of men  in power, itis
through the medium of the country that the govern-
ment will be carried.

In support of this great design, we implore the
countenance and  uid of our Scottish noblemen
London ; and the liberality of our Scottish merchants,
and the contributions  of our numerous countrymen
throughout England, who have not forgetten the land
of their fathers, but who, as- the most hallowed aud
heartfelt of ali its associations still cherish the fond
romembrance of its churches, and its Sabbaths, and
its schools. InDbehalf of ourgreat national institute,
we will even venture to ealculate an the frivndly dis-
position and  kindness of Englishmen, who, on the
side of rcligious cstablishnents, fecl themsclves em.
larked withus ina common  interest and a comnmon
causc. This isthe fist appenl which has heen made
forthe church of Scotland on the south of the Tweed;
and she therefore Tooks with all the gecater confildence,
in this hour of peril and of contest, to the co opers.
tion and support of all vight-hearted men in cthe
parts of tlicKingdom. It 15 only threagh such gener-
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al and united cfforts by the friends of order and of our
ancient mstituttons, that our churches and our coun-
try will be saved. .

THOMAS CHHALMERS.

Frem Dr. M Cries Life of the Refurmer.

Joux Kxox's orN1oN OF TIE IMPERFECT REFOR-
MaTioN oF THE Escrisu Cuurcit.

The reformation of religion, it is well known, was
conducted on very difierent prineiples in England and
in Ecotland, both asto worship and ceclestastical po-
hty.  In Englang, the papal supremacy was trans-
ferred to the prince, the hicrarchy, being subjected to
the civil power, was sufiered 1o yomain, ang, the gros-
ser superstitions having Leen removed, the principal
forms of the ancient worship were retained; whercus,
in Scotland, all of these were discanded, as destitute
of divine authority; unprofitable, burdensome, or sa-
voring of popery, and the worship and government of
the church were reduced to the primitive standard of
seriptural simplicity.  The influence of Knox in re-
commending this establishnient to his countrymen, is
universally allowed ; but, as hie officiated for =« con-
sidcrable time in the church of England, zad on this
account was suppased to have been pleased withits
constitution, it has been usually said, that ke afier-
wards contracted a dislike to it during his exile on
the continent, and having imbibed the sentinients of
Calvin, brought them along with him to his native
country, and organized the Scottish church after the
Genevan model.  This statement is inaccurate.  His
ohjections 1o the Eaglish liturgy were increased and
strengthened daring his residence on the continent,
but they existed before that time,  His judgment re-
speating ecclesiastical government and discipline was
wiatured during that period, but his radical sentiments
on these hicads were formed long before he saw Cal-
vin, or had any intcrcourse with the forcign reform-
crs. At Geneva hie saw a chureh, which, upon the
whole, corresponded with his idea of the divinely 2u-
thorized pattcan ; but ke did not indiscriminately ap-
prove, nor serviltly imitate, aather thit or uny other ex-
isting cstablishiment.

As carly asthe year 1517, hie taught, in his first
sermons at St. Andrews, that no mortal man could be
head of the chuveh ; that there were no true bishops,
but such as preached persenally without a substitute ;
that in roligion men were bound to regulate them-
sclves by divine laws; and that the sacraments onght
10 be adunmstered exactiy ascording to the institution
and example of Chiist. We have scen that, in o
<olema disputation i tie same placs, he waintained
that the chnvel: has ro asthurity, on pretext of d.co-
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and impose upon them arbitrary significations, This
position ho also defended in the year 1550, at New-
castle, and on his subscquent appearance Lefore the
privy council at London, It wus impossible that the
English church, in any (1 the shapes which it assum-
«d could stand the test of these principles,  The cc-
clesiastical supremacy, the varwus orders and depend-
cncies of the hierarchy, crossing i baptism, and
kneceling in the eucharist, with otlier ceremonics—the
theatrical dress, the nunucal gestures, the vain fepeti-
tions used in religious service, wercall condumned and
repudiated by the cardinal principle to which he steadi-
ly adhered, that, in the church of Christ, and cspeci-
ally in the acts of worship, cvery thing ouglt to be
arranged and conducted, not by the pleasure and ap-
pointment of men, but according to the dictates of in-
spired wisdom and authority.

Hercjoiced that Liberty and cncouragement were
given to preach the pure word of God throughout
the extensive realm of England; that idolatry and
gross superstition were suppressed ; and that the ru-
lers were disposed to support the Reformation, and
even 1o carry it farther than had yet been done.
Considering the character of the greater part of the
clergy, the extreme paucity of useful preachers, and
other hinderances to the introduction of the primitive
order and discipline of the chureh, he acqnicseed in
the authority excrcised by a part of the bishope, un-
der thedirection of the privy council, and endeavored
to strengthen their hands, in the advancement of the
common cause, by painful preaching inthe common
cause, by pai-ful preaching in the stations which

_ were assigr him.  But he could not be induced
to contradict conceal his fixed sentiments, and he
cautiously avoided coming under engagements, by
which he must have assented to what, in his decided
judgment, was cither in its own nature  unlawful, or
injurious in its tendeney to the interests of religion.
Upon these principles, he never submitted 1o the un-
limited use of the liturgy, during thetime that he was
in England, and rcfused to Lecome a bishop, or to
accept a parochial charge.  'When he perecived that
the progress of the Reformation was arrested, by the
influcnee of a popish faction, dnd the dictates’of a
temporizing policy ; that abuses, which liad former
ly been acknowledged, Legan to be openly vindicated
and stifily maintained ; above all, when hie saw, afier
the accession of Elizabeth, that o retrograde course
was taken, and a yoke of ceremonies, more gricvous
than that which the most sincere protestants had for-
merly complained of, was imposed and  enforced by
atbitrary statutes, he judged it necessary to speak
in a tone of more decided and severe yveprehen-
sion.

Among other things which hic censured in the Eng-
lishi ceclesiastical cstablishiment, were the continuing
to employ a great number of ignorant and insuficicnt
priests, who kad been accustomed to nothing bt say
ing magsand singing the litaay ; e geveral subisu-
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tution of the reading of homilics, the mumbling
prayers, or the chanting of matins and even-song, in
the place of preaching ; the formal celebration of the,
sacraments, unaccompanied with instruction to the
people ; the scandalous prevalence of pluralities; and
the total want of ceclesiastical discipline. e wasw
apiniun, that the clerzy ought not to be entangled, any
diverted from the dutics of their office, by holding «
vil places ; that the bishops should lay aside their se
cular titles and dignities; that the bishoprics shoul:
be divided, so that in every city or large town ther,
might he placed a godly and learned man, with il
ers juined with him, for the management of eeclesin,
tical matters ; and that schools fur the education «f
youth should be universally crected through the na
tion.

Nor did the principal persons who were active in
effecting the English reformation differ widely from
Knox in these sentiments, although they might not
have the same conviction of their importunce, and of
the expedicney  of reducing them to practice. W,
should mistake exceedingly, if we supposed that they
were men of the samie principles and temper wuh
many who succceded to their places, or that they
were satisfied with the pitch to whichthey had caril
the refurmation of the English church, and  regardul
it as a paragon and perfect pattern toother church.
They were strangers to those extravagant and illibe.
ral notions wlich were aficrwards adopied by
fond admirces of the hicrarchy and Liturgy.  They
would have laughed at the man who scrivusly assen
cd, that the ecclesiastical ccremonics constituted any
part of * the beamty of huliness,” or that the impos
tion of the hands of a bishop was essential 1o the
valdity of ondination ; and they would not haw
owned that person as & protestant who would hae
ventured (o insinuate, that where these vere wanting,
there was no christian ministry, no ordinances, no
church, and perhaps—no salvation.  Many thing
which ticir successors have applaaded, thcy bards
toleratad ; and they would have been happy if the
circumstances of their time would have permittel
them to introduce alterations, which have sincg been
cricd down as puritamcal innovations.  Strange os
may appear to some, I aninot afyaid of exceeding the
truth when I soy, that if the English refornmers in
cluding the protestant Lishops, hiad  been left to their
own choice,~if they had not beenheld back and we-
tarded by a large mass of popishly affected - clergy m
the reign of Edward, ard restrained by the suprean
civil authority on the uccession of Elizabeth, they
would have brought the government and worship ¢f
the church of England nzarly to the pattern of othier re
formed churches.

Such, in partienlar, was the carnest wish of lu
Majesty Bdwad VI a prinee who, besides his other
rare qualitics, had wn unfeigaed reverenee for e
verd of God. and 1 diepositien to comply  with it




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF VliLIP MELANCTHON,

.

precepls in preference Lo custom and established usages;
and who showed himself uniformly inclined to give
relicf 1o his conscientious subjects, and sincercly bent
on promoting the uniun of all the fisnds of the re-
formed religion at humo and abroad.  Of his inten-
tion on this head, there remain the most unquestiona-
ble and satisfactory docwmcnts.  Had las hfs been
spared, there is cvery reason to thiuk that he would
have accomplished the corrcetion or removal of those
cvils in the English churchi, which the most sticady and
anlightencd protestants have lamented,  Iad hissis-
ter Elizabeth been of the samie sparst with him, and
prosccuted the plan which he laid'down, the conse-
quences would have been most happy Loth for ler-
sdf and for Ler people, for the governcnt and fur the
curch.  She would have united all the fricnds of the
Reformation, who werethe great support of her au-
thority. She wauld have weokened the interest of
the Roman Catholics, whom all her accommodaung
measurcs could not gain, nor prevent fram repeatedly
consphing against her life and crown. She would
have put an end to those dissensions among her pro-
ustant subjects, which continued dunng the whole
of her reign, which she bequeathed as a legacy to
her successors, and which, being fomented and cxas-
perated by the severitics employed fur their suppression,
burst forth at length, to the temporary overthrow of
Jic monarchy, as well as of the hierarchy, whese ex-
orbitancics it had patronised and whose corruptions it
had sanctioncd and maintaincd ,~dissensions, which
subsist 10 this day ; which, though sofiencd by the
partial lenitive of a toluration, lmc gradually alien-
ated from the comununion of that church a large pro-
portion of the people, aud which, if a timely and
svitable remedy be not applicd, may ultimately un.
dermine the foundations of the Eaglsh cstablish-
ment.

From the Scotlish Christian Herald,

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF PHILIP ME
LANCTEHON.

Philip Mclancthon, the friend and coadjutor of Lu-
ther, was bom in the town of Bretten,in Saxony, in
the year 1497. His father, George Schwartzerd (for
Melancthon isaGreck translation of the family name,)
who filled the officc of commissary of attillery in the
lower Palatinate of the Rhine, wasa man distinguish-
od at once by his professional ingenuity, undissembled
picty, and the utmost strictness of morality,  His mo-
ther is spoken of as a truly cstimable woman,  er
father, John Reuter, was mayor of the town ; and to

him,_owing tothe numnsrous avocationy of Schwartzerd,
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was comnntted the management of Mclancthow's carly
studies,

T1ad we possessed any ancedotes of the clildhiood
of M lancthon, they could not liave fasled to be
ceply interesting, unfulding, as they would have
done, the dawning of a dispusition so full of the
mitk of human Kinduess, that it was sad of ham,
“Honest and candid men are fond of him, and even
his advusarics cannot hate him,” but that mudesty
whicli shone no less conspicuous in lus character tha
the swectness of his temper, must have  prevented the
occnnience of such noticeable scenes as often, in the
conduct of the child, portray the future man. Even
fis modesty. hiowever, could not lung cunceal lus splen-
did talents and acquirements ; for even at a very car-
ly agche stood preeminent antong literary men,  Ile
matriculated in the University of Heidelberg in the
year 1509, and obtained the degree of Master of Ans
in 1513, Shortly aficrwards he became public lec-
turer at Tubingen, where he obuined great celebrity
from his acquaintance with general literature, but more
cspecially  from his  classical attainments ; and so
great was his fame before he had reached cigliteen
years of age, that the learned Erasmus exclauncd,
* What liupes may we not conceive of Philip Me-
lancthion, who, though as yet very young, and almost
aboy,is nearly cqually proficient in Loth languages?
What quickness of invention! What purity of dic-
tion! What vastness of memory !  What varied
reading! 'What a modesty and  gracefulness of be-
havior ! and, what a princely mind!” Nor were his
attainments like that showy ecxuberance which ex-
cites wonder in youth, but it is scen to be very com-
nion place in manhood ; for even whils very young,
his trcatics wero of so substanuial a character, that
several of them, such as those on Logic, Ethics, and
Physics, werelong used as text-books in the German
universitics.  And threc or four years after the time
that Erasmus uttered the above-mentioned cxcla-
mation, Luthersaid of him, * eisa mere boy and
a stripling, if you consider his age; but our great
man and master, if you reflect on the varicty of his
knowledge, which extends to almost every book, He
is distinguished not only for his acquaintance with,
but for his critical knowledge of, bothlanguages; nor
is he unskilled in Hcbrew literature.”

It docs not appear to be known at what time Mec-
lancthon first became impressed with the importance of
divine things. But while yet at Tubingen, Capnio, n
man of profound though somewhat fanciful learning,
and a relative of his own, presented him with a smail
Bible, which lic made his constant companion, and il-
lustrated with numerous notes. And, from a dis-
course delivered a few weeks after his arrival at Wit-
temberg, whither he went to reside afier a six years
residence at Tubingen, one cancot fail to perecivethat
he had reccived the truth.in the love of it.  Notwith-
standing his estcem of human learzing, he obviously
vegagded divine truth as the peaulof great price.  In
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speaking of the uscfulness of Yicbrew and Greek li-
terature to ascertain the meaning of the Word of God,
he uses language which shews, that, even at this car-
ly period, he was decply imbucd both with  the spirit
of christiauily, and with that great principle of the
feformation—scarch the scriptures, ¢ Whenever we
approach the fountains of truth,” says he, * we shall
Leginto grow wise in Christ, his commandments will
become obvious, und we ghall be regaled by the bless-
ed nectar of heavenly wisdom.  When we have
gathered the clusters amongst ¢ the  vineyards of
Engedi,’ the bridegroom will come, ¢ leaping upon the
mountains, skipping upon the hills,) and with the
« Kisses of his mouth,’ and the ¢ savour of his good
ointments poured forth,” will anoint those who are
conducted into the palaces of Eden.  United to him,
we shull live and thrive, contemplating Zion and Sa-
fem in thesceret silence of adoration.  Such is the
fruit of celestial knowledge, which will always prove
worthy of our supreme regard when pure and unum-
paired by buman subtlctics.”

1t has frequently been asked, who was it that set a-
going the Lutheran Reformation? But, from the
passage  we have just now quoted, as well as from
other facts in the history of the times, it is obvious,
that this question can at the utmost relate only to
words. Mclancthon did not mect with Luther till he
canic to Wittemberg, and this oration was delivered a
few weeks after he came thither 3 yet hegives vent to
that prime doctrine of the Reformation,—* that the
"Wond of God must be kept pure and unimpaired by
framan subtletics,” in language so explicit, asto shew
clearly, that he was no mere mquircr, but onc whose
opinion had long been made and fully decided.  ‘Fhe
Reforniation arose in the outpouring of the Spirit of
the Lord, and he wrought in & way beautifully illus-
trative of our Saviour’s discoursc to Nicoderaus, We
know not whence the wind cometh, yet we hear its
sound, We cannot tell whence converting grace
camg, to Luther, or Mclancthon, or Zuinglius, yet we
pexceive its power in all the three.

At thic time Meclancthon was appointed to the
Greek chair in the University of Wittemberg, Luthe
was Professor of Philosophy in the same place, and
although in disposition these two individuals were
wide as the poles asunder, they were both begotten of
the same God : and that spuit winch dwelt w both,
soon drew them into.the closist and niost lasting
fricndship. Oune circumstance tended greatly to lln.
formation of this friendship. Luther had begun to
study Grreck, with a view of better understanding the
seriptures, and he placed lumsclf under the tustion of
Meclancthon.  But for this, or some sunlar carcums
stance, engagimg these two dividuals 1 the same
pursuit, withan ardent desne of the same guat end,
1t is not probable that & man like Mclancilion, whose
mildness approached to umidity, should evar have be-
come so inimate with- one hike Luther, whose bold-
ness was not less akin to 1achness.  Fieta the tunc of|
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their coming into contact, however, the union cffected
by the similarity of their scriptural sentiments and
christian principles, was too powerful to be destroyed
by any dissimilarity of natural disposition, and for
nearly twenty-cight years, even till the death of Lu-
ther, they were almost constantly co-operating in the
work of the Reformation.  Indccision, however, was
one of Melancthon's failings ; and although he, inthe
main, agreed with Luther in opinion hefore they mer,
ke did not stand promineatly forward for ncarly u
year afterwards, asa reformer of the abuses of the
Church of Rome. This was upon occasion of the
celebrated disputation which took place at Leipsic,
first between  Carlostadt, Professor  of Theology at
Wittemberg, and Eckius, Professor of Theology at
Ingolstadt, and afterwards between Luther and the
same Eckius. Meclancthon, it is said, gave several
valuable hints to Carlostadt; however, he took no
prominent part in the discussion. But, after the dis-
putation, having given it as his opinion, in a letter to
a friend, lhntEckms had the worse of the controversy,
and thisletter having come by some chanée into tlie
hands of Eckius, that individual published a reply, so
acrimonious, and contemptous, that Mclanethon found
itnesessary to come forward in sclfidefence, with a
small tract, as remarkable for meckness as that of the
other was for violence.

It is related of Mclancthon, that ¢ when he chang.
cd his rcligious views, he conceived it nnpossxblc fm
others to withstand the evidence of truth in the public
ministry of the Gospel; but afler forming a better
acquaintance with human nature, and living to wu-
ness the futility of those fond, but ill-funded expee-
tations, whicha warm-hearted picty is at first dispos
cd to cherish, he remarked, that he found ofd Adiun
was too hard for young Mclancthon.”

After the dict of Worms, 1 1520, the Elcctor Fre-
dere, huving through Jus care of Luther, who would
not take sutlicient carc of himself, shut him up in the
Caztlcof Wanteaherg, the management of the et
cd Church devolved upon Melancthon; and this
tzust he fulfilled, by the publicatson of defences agan.:
the attacks of the doctors of the Sorbonne, and also
of a picce admirably wadapted to give to cluistian:
disunct views of divine truth, entitled, * I'heoloteat
Common-places.”  In 1522, those fanatics, callad
Anab.lptisls, made their appearance-  Thew pretun-
sions to inspnanon staggered  Mclancthon , Lut hi
sclfdistrust having led hnm to apply to Luther fn
adviee, the good sensc of' that individual led him to re-
Ject all such pietensions, where no divine proof of their
reality is produced.  ‘Fhe vanity of Carlostadt, how
ever, subjected himy to the spirit of funaticism.  Lu
ther escaped fiom Wartenberg, Leing desirous of per
sonally opposing the fanaties, and  having  better op-
portwtics for goiag on with his translation of the
Scriptures.  Meclanuthon was of great use to him m
this latter work,  About the years 132¢ and 1525,

great excalizns wexe mads by Campeggio, the D0
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lezate, to bring back Mclancthon to the Rom'tsh
Church, or, ifthut were found impossible, to deprive
the Reformers of his valuable assistance.  Campeggio
first tried him personally, but wns dismissed, with an
appeal  to all who valued the safety of the commu-
nity, to co-operate in healing the woundsof the chureh.”
Philip, Landgrave of Icsse, was next cmployed to
use his influence, but Mclancthon had the huppiness
of rendering him a decided supporter of the Refor-
mation.  Afterwards, the wily, temporising Erasmus
was had recourso to ; but Campeggio reccived an an-
swer highly honorable to him who gaveit: © Formy
part I cannot, with a safe conscicnce, condemn the
sentiments of Luther, however Imay be charged with
folly or superstition.  That does not weigh with me.
But [ would opposc them strenuously, if the seriptures
were on the other side ; most cettainly, 1 shall never
change my scntiments, from a regard to human au-
thority, or from the dread of disgrace’ A yearor
two after, upon the peace which followed the first diet
of Spires, Melancthon having written a Directory for
theuse of the Churclics, without giving vent in it to
that abusive language which the Papists thought na-
tural, it was suspected that he was become lukewarm
inthe causc of the Reformation ; and King Ferdinand
tried to gaiu him overto the Romish persuasion, by
promising him any remuneration he should ask ; but
in this, us in other cascs, he shewed, by his conduct,
that there is no nceessary opposition between Cliristian
woderation and Christian stedfustness.  Indeed, Me-
Jancthon would have been an honour to any cause; and
his moderation gave risc to hopes that he would be
brought more casily than any other of his party to
chungehis sentiments.  Accordingly ,in the discussion
which took place Letween the Saxon and Swiss re-
formers, on the subject of the read presence in the
sacranient, recourse appears to have been had, by the
latter more especially, to Melancthon ; but though
they held the truth, it is cvident, fiom the reply of
Mdancthon, that they had put it in sucha form, as
to make it harsh and disagreeable to cvery man of a
Christian spirit ; for he speaks as one who felt that,
in denying the bodily presence of Christ, they denied
his spiritual presence likewise.  * But,” said our re-
former, “ though we are not yet agreed whether the
body and blood of ‘Christ be corporcally present in
the bread and wine, yet, as far as conscience perniits,
each party shall manifest a Christian affection to the
ather, and both shall earnestly implore the Almighty
God that hie would, by his Spirit, leud and cstablish
us in whatever is the truth,”

At the sccond dict of Spires, all futher innovation
in religion was interdicted, aud the celebration of the
mass commanded ; and accordingly, the reformers had
no course left but to protest against the decisions of
‘the dict, and hence they got the name of Protestants
‘This took place on the 1Mvof April 1530, Molane-
thon, who was at this dict, was greatly distressed at
the yesult of it But the snflerings of thi. man of
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God were for hisprofit.  When his fiiends stroveto
comfort him, he rcplied, “ If I had no anxictics [
should lose a powerful incentive toprayer ; but when
the cares of life impel to devotion, which is the best
means of consolation, a religious mind cannot do
without them.  T'hus trouble compels me to pray, and
praycr drives away trouble.”

In the year 1530, the diet of Augsburg, at which
the Emperor Charles V. was present, was held. Me.
lancthon was 1equested to prepare & statement of the
Protestant principles, which might be laid beforc the
dict of Augsburg, e hercupon, though not with-
out many prayers and tears, drawn forth by his senso
of weakness, prepardd the celebrated  Augsburg Con-
fession.  In all essential points, except in so fur asthe
sacraments are concerned, 1t agrees with the ‘Chirty-
Nine Articles, and the Confession of Westminster.
After the Protestant Confession was read, a confuta-
tion was preparced out of the wntings of the fatbers,
and about five months afterwards an cdict was 1ssued
putting all under the ban of the cmpire whoe did not
hear mass, pray to the virgin, saints, and images, and
obscrve holidays.,  Duning the dict Mdlancthon had
exhibited much greater firmness than, from his charac-
ter, might bave been expected, but after its conclusion
he became nuueh depressed.  Whilst 1 this state of
depression, hic, together with * Luther and other di-
vines, met for the purposc of consulting about the pro-
per measures to be adopted in the present exigency,
and after having spent some time in prayer to God,
from whom alone they could expect adequate assis-
tance, Mclancthon was suddenly called out of the
room, from which ke retived under great depressivn of
spirits.  He saw, during his abscuce, some of the el
ders of the Reformed Churches, with their parishion-
crsand familics.  Several children were also broughe,
hanging at the breast, while others a Jittle older were
engaged in prayer.  ‘This raniided  Jum of the pro-
phetic language, © Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings thou hast ordained strength, because of thine
chcaies, that thou mightest sull the cnemy and the
avaager”  Animated by this interesting seene he re-
wrned to bis friends with a discncumibefed mund and
a cheerful countenance.  Luther, astomished at this
sudden change, said, © What now! what has hap-
peucd to you, Philip, that you have become so checr-
ful 7 © O sirs,” replicd Melancthon, “let us not be
discouraged, for I have scen our noble protectors, and
suchas, I will venture to say, will prove invincible
against every foc!” © And pray,” rctwned Luther,
thrilling with surpriscand pleasure, ¢ Whoand where
arc these powerful lieroes 3 ¢ Oh 1 said Melaue-
thon, * they e the wives of our parishioners, aad
their little children, whose praycrs I have just wit-
ncssed—prayers which 1 am satisfied our God will
hear, foras ouc heavenly Father, and the Father of
utr Lord Jesus Christ, has uever ! spised nor rejected
v supplications, wa havereason .o trust that he wi'l
not in the present crisis.”  And this saying of his

might atmost b louked upon as popheic, for although
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the stormy cloud continucd to hover over them, it did
not burst during the ensning fitcen years.  In tha
period he received invitations fiom Prancis L. of
France, and Lenry VIIL of England, to visit their ve-
speetive kingdoms, but although he wished to comply,
the clector intevdicted him.  Ile was also enguiged fie-
quently in controversics of a pacificatory nature, with
the Papists and Swiss Protestants, which, like previ
ous ones, were of litle or no benefit.  His conduct in
these gaingd for him the chawacter of great wisdem
and Christian meckness, amongst thuse who could ap-
preciate his desive of Christian unity, whilst that un.
fecling host who are ever more ready to judge others
than to judge themselves calumniated Lim, saying
that lic had denied the trathand vecanted.  Buat that

sume Chuistian spirit whicit led him to act with meck-

ness towards thuse that eived, also ud L to do his
duty tothe Prowstant Churches, cven though they
veviled him.  En onc of his discussivns with the di-
vines of the Clurch of Rome, e remawrked, that the
¢ Sucrament had no significance Leyoud its divinely
appointed usc, and that Christ was not present for the
sake of the bread, but of the reeipient,” (thereby
striking a death blow at the adoration of the host) a
sentiment which so dclighted Luther, when it was re-

-peated to him, that lic exelaimed, *© Admivable, Phile

ip! thou hast seized frum the Popedom what 1 should
not liave daved to attempt.”  On another oceasion,
being puzzled-by a sophism of Eckius his opponent,
he said, I will give you ananswer to-morcow, “Oht”
suid Ins antagonist, ¢ there is no merit nox honour in
that, if you cannot answer mie immediatdy.”  To
which he replied, in these memorable words, # My
good Doctor, Iam pot sccking 1oy own glory in this
business, but truth, 1 say, then, Gud willing, you
shall have an answer to-morrow.”

In the year 1515 new aud increased troubles Legan
to be prepared for the DProtestants, The Roman
Pontills summoned . gencral council to be held
Prent, and when the Protestants, by the pen of Me-
Lancthon, declared against it, the cmperor prepared to

cttle all religious disputes by foree of arms.  “T'o add
w thetroubles of the Chucch at large, and more cs-
pecially of Mclancthon, Matin Luther was 1emoved,
by the hand of death, on the 15th of Fibeuary of the
fullowing year.  The whole controversy between the
Papists and Protestants had «ll along, as at the pre-
sent day, respected the cathority of Seriptuve, us the
only implicit rule of the Chilstian Church.  And the
Council of "Trent, that this question might be 1ender-
ed vbscure and involved, decreed that the Apoeryplial
books be received into the Cunon, and  the traditions
Le reckoned of equal authority with the Scriptures,
and the Vulgate be received as the only authentic ver-
sisn ; all who disputed these decices being anathema-
tized.  The eiperor and the Protustants were now at
open war.  Maurice, Duke of Saauny, suflered him.
elf” to lic bribed by the emperor to invade the Electo-
11 Dominions, though the clectes, Joln Fidern, was
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his nepliew.  John Frederic was taken prisoner, and
Maurice made elector in his room, The war dissolv-
¢d the University of Wittemberg, for nearly a twebve.
month.  Aud after its conclusion, the emperor com.
manded that all disputes between Protestants and Pa-
pists be reftrred to the Council of Trent.  In the
mean time, an act of uniformity, called the Interim,
drawn up by Papists, was endcavoured to  be forced
upon the Protestants, and had the cffect of driving
upwards of four hundred pastors from their stations.
In these circumstances Meclancthon took up his pen a-
gainst the Interim, but conceded as much as an adher-
cnce to Scripture parmitted, and, on account of lus
concessions, he was accused by many, especially by
Flaccus Illyricus, 2 man of good talents and much
learning, but of a violent temper and an cnvenomed
spirit, as having betvayed the Gospel liberty, and rc
turned under the Papal yoke ; aud these reports were
not only 1cccived in Germany, but cven reached the
British Clurches.  And to so great a height did the
malevolence of Flaccus and his adherents rise, that
they declared they would not leuve him a foot of
ground tostand upon in Germany.  But for the con-
solations of religion, these troubles would have over-
powerced him.  But troubles coming from without the
Church did not render Lim afraid, for he remembered
the diviue promise that God would not forsake his
people; and as for those aiising to himself, from in-
dividuals within the Church, he knew his innocence
of the churges, though he aclknowledged he had sinned
against God, in attending to the subtle disputations;
and when threatencd with banishment from  his na-
tive land, lie said, « I sincercly wish they would doit
quickly, as the Son of God said to Judas. If 1dic
there will be @ footing for me in heaven; or if I con
tinue in the body, I shall still be associated with pious
and learned men, cither in Germany or cisewhere.”

In the diet of Wonns, held in 1557, Mclancthion
had his last public conference with the Papists re-
specting the rule of faith ; but * his opponents would
not allow him to rctire from controversial writing
That sume year, his wife, who lhad borne him fow
children, dicd, after & union of thirty-scven ycars, in
the bouds not of mareage only, but of the deepest
and most Clristian afliction.  ‘T'his must have been
a sy, lossto aman of his domestic turn of mind,
but e had been weaning froni the world, and, upon
Lewing of her death, (for atthe time he was unavoida-
bly abseat from ler,) * he only uttered a kind of'ten-
der farewell to his Leloved Catherine, adding, . that Le
expected very soon to follow hier.”

 Mclancthon survived his beloved partner only a-
bout two years and six months.”  During that peri-
od, he was rapidly ripening for heaven.  When any
of his Chyistian fiicads deopped  awound him, as ma
ny of Iis culy acguaimtances were now doing, b
would spudk insuch language us the following:— Let
s wongratidate Vitus, now 1emoved jo the delightful
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socicty of the heavenly Church ; and be stimulated
by his example to prepare for the same jonrney.”  As
he felt, from his increasing infirmitics, that his end
was npproaching, he wrote down scveral rcasons for
desiting to leave this and go to the heavenly® world
To thelast he endeavored to discharge the dutics of
his profgssorship.  Ilc lectured on the I12thof April
1560, and would have done so on the b, liad not
his fricnds, unknowa to him, taken care to dismiss the
students. Ho had always been yemarkably fond of
the young, and attentiveto their eternal welfure.  The
foowing ancedote, in regard to this point, is related of
liim :—* A Frenchman onc dqy found him holding a
ook in onc hand, and rocking his child’s cradle with
the other.  Upon his manifesting  considerable sur-
prise, Melancthon took occasion to converse in so pi-
ous and affectionate a manncr with his visitor, on the
dutics of parents, and on the regard of heaven for
litle children, that his astonishment was quickly trans.
formed into admiration.”  And the same feclimg ma-
nifested by this anccdote abode with him to the last.
In the course of the I18th of April, secing one of his
grand-chiklren near him, he said, * Dear child, Thave
loved you most affectionately : sce that you revercice
your pavents, and always cndcavour to please them,
and fear God, who will never forsalie you. Ipray
you may share his constant regard and benediction.”
On the morning of the 19th, he spoke of his firm con-
fidence "that the reform principles, being true, would
prevail, adding, « If God be for us,who can be against
us? In the courSeof the day, afier quoting the
passage, ¢ Being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” he shewed
that hie was still the smme man of peace, exborting his
son-in-law, in the words of David, « Let them curse,
lut Lless thou ;7 and, ¢ My soul hath dwelt with
hini that hatcthpeace. 1 am for peace, but they are
for wac.”  Uponbeing asked by his son-in-law if he
wanted any thing clse, he replied, ¢ Nothing clse but
heaven,” and desired that he might not be any farther
interrupted.  Soon afterwards lie made a similas ve-
quest, entreating those around him, who were endeav:
ouring, with ofticious kindness, to udjust his clothes,
“not to disturb his delightful repose.”” Fledicd that
same évening ; the last discernible motion of his
countenance being that which was peculiar to him
when deeply affected with religious joy.

After his death, the public were allowed, for a day
and a-half, to inspect his remains ; and, of the muln
tudes who availed themsclves of the opportunsiy,none
could avoid shedding tears. *Ilis remains were
placed in aleaden coffin, and dcposited close tothe
body of Martin Luther.  The crowd of students,
¢itizens, strangars, and persons of cvery class who,
together with the professors, auctded the funeral, was
niever exceeded on any occasion Wil the memory of
the spuctators.”
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No, v. .
By the Rev. William McIGillican, 4 M. of West
Guilliamsbury,

a—
Weare his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto guod works.—Ephesians, ii. 10,

——

Few men have made such advances towards
atheisin as to doubt whether they are the creatures
of God, as having been originally formed by his
hand. In this scusc most are prepared to acknow-
ledge that they are his workmanship ; but man-
kind are much more ready to question whether any
of our race have been created Ly him in a still
more important scnse.  To sucha creation—a cre-
ation to a new and spiritual Jife—the text has an
evident reference.  Theaposile is not speaking of
a creation to natural life but vato good works., In
the context he alleges that our salvation is by
grace, and insisis that it cannot bo of works, not
only as salvation on this ground would obviously
open the door for boasting ; but as, he assures us,
in {he text, because our good works are ihe result
of anew creation, Ilence thein®erence isabunidant-
ly evident, that our salvation could not arise from
any previous good works which we might be sup-
posed to have performed—no such guod works
being possible before the new creation.

It is not my design in this disconrse, to enter up-
on the whole field of discussion which tlus passage
opens up, vut merely to show, that Christians are
enabled Lo pertorm good worksin consequence of @
new creation. That Christians do perform good
works, and that a new creation is necessary for this
purpese,arethe points which claim our attention,

By good works we are not to undesstand meri-
torious works,  With regard to these, saints and
sinners stand on the same ground, By all their
devotedness to the service of Wheir Maker, the most

xemplary Christians are g0 far from laymyg hun
under the least obligation to bestow lus favour
upon them, that they full {ar short of his reasonable
requirements, ‘Tt they are wcapable of mernt-
ing any tang from God, 15 cviient from the fact,
that the devotion of all the:r talents 1s 2 sacrifice
justly duc—a duty winch they owe, and not . sér-
vice which, while they are under no obligation to
perform it, they gratuitously render. They would
be unprofituble servants were they to fulfil -every
demand et divine justice ; no work of supererogas
tion would be performed, and of course no obliga<
tion imposeds Al that they could claim in that
case, would be cxemption from the punishment

to which they arc liable by disobedience.
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Nor aro they such works as fulfil the law.
Were Christians without sin, the demands of the

Jaw would be fulfiled. -All that God requires of
any of his creaturcs, is contained in that summary
of duty, “Thou ehalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thou shalt
Jove thy neighbour as thygelf.” But what man is
there, even among the most cstablished Christians
that doeth good and sinneth not ? Who can say
that he hath no sin, that he obeys the divine com-
mandments with a heart wholly purificd from sel-
fish affections? If any man say he hath no sin, he
decciveth himself ; for in the sight of God 10 man
living can be justified. Some secrct sin lurks in
cvery bosom, and pollutes even the best services.
The most Lioly men that have ever inhabited our
weyld, are obliged to say, cach onefor himself,
¢ My soul cleaveth unto the dust,” and too oftento
adopt the humiliating language of the apostle,
¢ When I would do gaod evil is present with ine,”
Their best services are imperfect, They are the
services of creatures who are sanctified but in
part, and they partake of the same ir:perfect
character,

What then arc the good works of Christians?
We remark that they are holy works—not such as
merit the divine favour, nor suchasanswer the full
requiremeuts of the law, but they procced froma
holy motive. Sinners aré influenced by sclfish con-
siderations only. ‘They not unfrequently put on
theé form of religion; but it 13a mereform, Love
to God and mankind constitutes no part of the
spring of their conduct; but it 13 not so with
Christians. They are actuated by motives drawn
from the glory of God. ‘They love the Divine
character, They are not ouly conformed to it in
the temper of their hearts, so that they regard
it with approbation, but they are cordially devoted
to the service of God—they serve him out of Jove.
lence they count not their hves dear tnto them-
selvesso that they may finish thewr christian course
with joy. They are not driven to the service of
their Master by aslavish fear ; thelove whichthey
bear him constrains them to live no moré to them-
selves but unto him.

Again, the good works of Christiaus have. re-
spect to the divine commands,  Their meat is to do
the will of their heavenly Father. They do not
indeed fulfil the wholelaw ; yet their hearts and
lives afc in some degree conformed to its precepts,
«Then,” says the Psalmist, ¢ 1 shall not be asham-
ed when I have respect unto all thy commaud-
ments.”” They place the law of God before them
as the rule of their conduct ; and thongh they o
not expect to be justified on the ground of the ob-
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servance of its precepts, yet esteeming it to be
holy, and just, and goud, they sincercly endeavour
to honour and obey it. Sotrue is this, that the
apostle John has pronounced that man hypoeriti.
cal who shall pretend to a saving knowledge of
God, and at the same tinic does not obey his com-
mandments, “If any man saith, he knoweth him,
and keepeth not his commandments, he is a liar,
and the truth is notin him,”  The Christianlooks
upon nothing which the law requircs with indiffer-
ence. There is no part of it which he is willing
to disregard, or which it is not theardent desire of
his heart to vbserve, % Whosoever,” says Christ,
« ghall do the will of my Father, who is in heaven,
the same is my brother and sister and mother,”

That Christians are enabled to perform in some
good measure these holy works isevident, both from
thedeclarations of scripture, teaching the necessity
of holiness in order to entitle any to the name of
Christians ; and also from the holy lives of thase
whose characters are drawn in scripture. With.
out holiness, says the apostle, no man shall see the
Lord.” The apostle James says, % Show me thy
faith without thy worke, and I will show thee my
faith by my works.,”” The faith of the gospel
pels as the inspired writers have taught us, work
eth by love, and bringeth forth good fruit, In.
deed, we arc assured, that Christ gave himself for
lus people with this great object in view, that he
might purify to himsclf a peculiar people, zealous
of good works.

The lives of good men, as recorded in scripture,
confirm the views which are here givens  Like
their divine Master, it was their highest aim to do
the will of him that sent them, and to finish his
work. ©I count not my life déar unto myselfy’
saysone of them, “sothat I might finish my course
with joy, and the ministry which I have received
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace
of God.” Of Dorcas we are iuformed that she
was ¢ full of good works, and alms-deeds which
she did.” The apostles were urgent in exhorting
Christians to be careful to maintain good works,
to hive in the Spirit, to bring forth the fruits of the
Spirit.

Iaving altempted to establish the fact that
Christians do perform good works, we may next
confirm the dectrine of the text, that a new crea-
tion is necessary for this purpose.  “Created
unto good works,” is the language of the apos-
tle, It may be necessary herc to premise, thatit
is not supposed that any of the natural faculties-
of man are so disordered by the apostacy, thatit
is necessary that they should be formed anew.
Although impaired by sin, they arc not destroyed.
Mankind arestill capable of perfurming every good
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work, so faras nnderstanding is necessnry for this
purpose. We havenoevidence that theintellectual
powers of the regenerate arc more 1igorous than
they were before this clisnge—they only receive a
new and better direction, The same obeervation
may be made respecting the faculty of the will.
The full has not rendered men incapable of loving
and hating, or of choosing and rcjecting, Of
course, regeneration does not consist in the crea-
tion of a new will, or a faculty by which the sub-
jects of this change are able to choose or reject
objects which are presented to them,  These fac-
ultics are indeed necessary to the performance of
good works ; but the injury done to them consti-
tutes no part of the deficiency by which men in a
uatural staw, are rendered incapable of bringing
forth holy fruits. 'What then, it may be asked,
is created anew in regeneration 2 The disposition
or temper of mind, is that whichis affected by this
new creation. Mankindin their fallen state pos-
sess every thing but the disposition, which is ne-
cessary to the performance of good works, They
have no heart to keeptlie commandments of God.
This disposition, I em now to show, must be crea-
ted anew for this purpose,

1. We may consider the view which the serip-
tures give of human depravity, as affording cvi-
dencein favour of this doctrine, The depravity
of man is entire—the wholc Licad is sick, the whole
heart faint. Among all the race descended from
our apostate parent, ¢ there isnone that doéth good,
no not onc; thereisno fear of God before their
eyes.”  “Inme,"snys the apostle Paul, “that is, in
my flesh,” or natural state, “dwelleth no good
thing.” And again ; “the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
{colishness to him, neither can e know thern, he-
cause they are spiritually discerned.” «The car-
nal mind,” declares the same apostle, “is cnmity
against God 5 foritis not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be™ ; and to the Ephesi-
ang, “You hath he quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins.”  Such is the view which the
scriptures give of the character of unrenewed man.
e is destitute of holiness—his whole heart is
corrupt ; how then can he perform good works ?
Can he beinfluenced tothisbyjthe force of mere mo-
ral suasion—by all the motives of praise or blame,
of fear or hope, which may be presented to the
mind? As well might we hope to raise a dead
man to life through the mere influence of nourish-
ment or medicines.  Were there the smallest de:
gree of spiritual life or holy fecling in the soul, it
might unquestionably be revived and strengthened
by spiritual sustenance,  But since there is none,
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all means must be ineffectnal, until something is
formed in the soul, upon which they may aperate.
Exhortations und warmngs may be expected to
liave effect where there is life,  But can it be ex-
pected that these means, unaided by tho creating
word of God, can animate the dead? They
may indced awaken the fears of men, and incite
them to a certain course of exertion; but
after all, without the aid of the Spirit, the fruit
of that excrtion will be nothing better than
works of the flesh. The most pressing and so-
lemn motives cannot excite cmotions which
were not latent in the hoart, or for which
no foundation previously existed. A corrupttree,
in whatever soil it may be planted, will Uring fortl:
fruit after its kind, A corrupt fountain will send
forth bitter waters ; “the vile person will speak
villany, and his heart will work iniquity.” ‘The
result is, that before unregenerate men can
perform gooil works, they must be created anew.
A holy dlsposmon must be implanted in their
hearts,  This conclusion might be avoided, if it
could be truly urged that the depravity is but par-
tial. Whatever of moral purity were already
possessed tnight be improved ; but where there is
nothing to improve, o new nature must be first
created.

2, This is evident also, from the nanner in
which the work of regeneration is represented
in theseriptures. It is denominated ¢ being born
again.” Asthe first birth gives active life and
vigour, so being born again, implics the produc-
tion of a new life, or such a life as stands opposed
to spiritual death, ¢ That which is born of the
flesh s flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit.” ‘This change is also represented as a
ressurcction from the dead, “But God, who is
rich in mercey, for his great Jove wherewith he lov-
cd us, even when we weredead in sins, hath quick-
cned us togcther with Chrst.” ¢« Awake, thou
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ
shall give thee life.”” Again; it is represented
by God's taking away hearts of stone, and giv-
ing hearts of flesh. “A new heart also, will T
give you, anda new spirit will I put within you,
and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and T will give you an heart of flesh.”
If there could be any reason to doubt after these
representations, whether regeneration supposes
a new creation, it may be remarked, that it is
expressly so denominated, not only in the text,
but in other parts of scripture. The apostle
speaks of it as common to all those who have
correctly learned Christy that having put off the
old man, they have put on the new man, which
he ubserves “is created in rightecousness and
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truc holiness,”  And again ; the same apos-
tle obscrves, ¢If any man be in Christy uc is a
new creature,” “For in Christ Jesue, neither
circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumci-
sion, but anew creature.” ¢ And having put on
the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, af-
ter the imnge of him that created him™ The
view which is here given is also supported by
the manner in which regeneration issaidto be ac-
complished, It is declared to be a work of
power—of cxceedingly great power. Thus it
is represented by the apostle to the Ephesians :
% And what is the exceeding greatness of his power
to us-watd, according to the working of his mighty
power, which he wrought in Christ when he raised
him from the dead ¥ Herc the power exerted
in imparting new life to believers, is compared to
that mighty power which was manifested by the
resurrcetion of Christ, Wero regencration no-
thing more than strengthening the holy disposi-
tions already in the soul; for such an eflect the
influence of motives might be sufficient. But
the necessity of tho excceding greatness of God's
power, is here asserteds. ' We may therefore rely
upon this representation as affording satisfactory
evidence tlat regeneration implies the creation of a
new disposition, T'hus being made new creatures,
the regencrated find themsclves cnabled to perform
good works. Oll things are passed away ; be-
hold all things are becomne new.

In reviewing thig subject, we observe that there
isan an essential difference between saints and
sinnerg, All ave alike by nature,  They indulge
the séame enmity of heart towards God, and pos-
sess in every respecty the same depraved disposi-
tions. But whercas sinners remain underthe influ-
ence of .their depraved teinpers, the saints have
been made to differ. God has taken away their
learts of stone, and given them hecarts of flesh.
They are new creatures, possesséd of new tem-
pers, and enabled to perform good works. A
change has been wrought in their souls, which
sinners have never expericnced. They have been
made to differy not only from their former selves,
but from all who are still unregenerate.  Andlet
it be remembered, that the diffcrence is essential.
1t does not respect the degree of loliness, but the
nature of their dispositions, The disposition of
the one is holy ; that of the otheris unholy. The
saints have been created anew in Christ Jesus un-
to good works ; sinners arc still undér the influ:
ence- of their depraved dispositions.  They are
still enemics to God by wicked works,

Again, the subject affords ‘2 mclancholy view
of the conduct of the unregencrate. Whatever
mankind may think of the religion of the heart.
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thereare few, cven of the most profligate sinners;
who do not claim the credit of having done many
good works, But the subject beforc us represents
the unregencrate as.never having done any-—-nay,
it teaches, that it is morally impossible they can do
any, until they arc created anew in Christ Jesus.,
All your moral actions, then, impenitent sinners,
arc wholly sinful. They spring from a corrupt
heart ; and must partake of the same nature asthe
source from which they proceed, You may
do many things which have the appearance of
good, and which mny be useful to society ; but
none of them are good in the sight of God. e
sces the heart which pollutes them ; he sees the
selfishness and pride from which they spring,
However virtuous.and worthy of praise, they may
be regarded by your fellow creatures, God regards
thens notin tpis manner, Even your most humble
prayers, which perliaps you view with so much
sclf-complacency, are altogether sinful in his sight.
So corrupt a fountain can never send forth pure
strediis.  None of your actions, while remaining
unregenerate, can be viewed with approbation by
a holy God,

Tinally, the subject solemnly warns those who
continue to indulge themselves in sin, under the
self-deception, that they shell embrace religion at
a future period. Smners are ready to persuade
themselves, that they con ecmbrace religion at any
time, and hence presumptuously neglect thep re-
sent, It isindced true, that they are possessed of
aatural power to obey all God's commandments,
and may, thercefore justly be réquired to obey
them ; but they have no moral power. They
are wholly under the influence of depraved dispo-
sitions—-an inability which indeed throws all the
blame on themselves ; and which will ag effectu-
ally close the kingdom of heaven against them
as though it were natural. Their depraved dispo-
sitions are so inveterately bent on wickedness, that
they must undergo anew creation before they

will do any good works, Something must be done

for them by tho Spirit of God, or they must perisl.
Think notthen, O sinners, that it is safe to trust to
the delusion that you can renew yoursclves at ane
time !=-you arc utterly helpless. And who knows
that God will make you new creatures, when you
may think it dangerous to delay any longer? I
you neglect the present time, you have great rea-
son to fear that when your time comes, it will not
be God's time. When you spread forth your
hands, he will hide his eyes from you—yca, when
you make many prayers, he will not hear. If
when God calls, you refuse, the time will come,
when though you call, ke will not answer, though
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you scek him carly, you will not find him. ¢T'e
day, if you will hear his voicc, harden not your
hearts.” Amcn,

EccLBSIASTICAL AXD MisstoNary INTRLLIGENCE,

To tue EpiTor oF TiE CunistiaN ExaMNER,

Sin,

The want of timely information having re-
peatedly prevented our congregation, in distant parts
of (he provinece, from joining in public fasts and
thanksgivings, on the appointed days, our Presbytery
atlast meceting, took the mader into. consideration,
and directed the following letter to be sent to Mr.
Juee b,

Yours Truly,
WILLIAM BELL.

Lanark, U. C. 23th Feb. 1338.
S, *

Ata meeting of the Presbytery of Bathurst,
held here this day, the subjec. of the late thanksgiv-
ing, appointed by the LieutenantGovernor, was taken
into consideration.

The highest satisfaction was felt by all the mem-
bers, at this wisc and pious appoinument; at the same
time much regret was expressed, that ait the congre-
gations of the Presbylery, exceptone, were prevented
from ¢bserving this iinpurtant duty, frum the want of
timely notice of such an appuiniment having been
made.

As it isthe desite of the ministers and congrega-
tions of our church to observe,soleinnly and devoutly,
the days of thanksgiving or fasting appointed by the
Licutenant Governor, it is respeetfully suggested that,
in future, some effectual means should be adopted for
transmpitting to all the ministers of the chureh ot
Scotland, inthis Province, timely notice of the ap-
pointimentof such daysof devotion,

I have the honor to be
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
WILLIAM BELL,
Moderator.
J. Joseph Esqy. Private Sceretary,
Government House, Toronto,

THE ANSWER.
Government House,
Toronto, 14th March. 1838.
Sir,

I have the honor 1o acknowledge your letter, of
the 23th ultimo, and 1am dirccted by 1iis Excelleuey,
the Lt. Guvernor, tu express his duep regret, that the
shortness of the uotice, for vbwerving 1he e dey of
thasksgiving, should havcbeen attendud with the con-
sequences you nentivh,
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Youuare perhaps aware, that His Excellency cx-
pected daily to be relieved from His Goverminent,and
was paturally anxious tobe present on an occasion ot
sogreat solemnity ; but although the day wasas distant
as, with this view, coulit possibly be named, the Licu.
tenant Governor nevertheless fears that similar disap-
peintments may have been expericneed in other guar-
ters , for nu notice, except that of the Royal Proclama-
tion, was given to eny christian denomination.

I have the honor to be

Sir,
Your most obedient
Humble scrvant,
(Signed,)
J. JOSEPIL
The Rev. William Bel), Lanark,

PETERBORO AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY.

Theinterest which the friends of the Rible cause
inthisncighbo boud havetaken in the exertions ol
the Peterboro, Auxiliary Bible Suciety, eails not unly
fur gratitude to the author ofall good but affords them
ample encouragement to proceed in their labours.

The desire of George the Third, of illustrious me-
moty,strungly recommends itsel! to every calightened
subject of the Empire, and is worthy of his most cor-
dial adoption, “viz. ‘That every child in his domin-
iuns might be able to read theseriptures.” 1t is esti-
mated that 172 millivnsand a haltof the- human race,
nearly one 8h of the whole pupulation ot the world
belong to the British Empire.  This fact shews the
extent of our responsibility, while it alfords a wide
ficld fur unremiwmy effori—tov realize the venerated
Monarch'’s wish, Much reains to be done in the de-
parimnent of education, asalso in that of the Bible So-
crety 3 and were even this accomplished we have but
faitly entered the ficld vver whickitis the object and
business of chiistian benevulence to conduct us. 600
millions more of the hwmnan family, in.all the elo-
quence of pagan :misery,iift up their besceching voice
o bestow upun them this last gift of heaven,and shall
we turn to them a deat car ? and shall we in the
noise of a clamorous selfishness drown the sound of
christian benevolence, shall we leave them to thread
their way into Eiernity without that word whichisa
light unto our feet and a lamp unto our path,

“ Hark ! what means that lamentation,
“ Slowly rolling thro’ he sky ?

“Pis the voice of heathen nation—
“Come and help vs ere we die”

* Christians—hear their lamentation
¢ Christians—hear their dying cry,

“ And the love of Christconstraining,
¢ Ilelp then, help them, ere they die.”?

To us it is true may be assigned the most arduous
and least grateful part of thelabor, viz. to sow, to
others the more pleasing employment fo reap, but the
inutual share they have in cach vthers award and joy-
(ul sympathy which the clernal word exhibits, rens
ders it amatter of small moment to what service the
head of the churchallots us, “For he that reapeth re-
ceiveth wages and gaihiereth fruit unto cternal life,
ihat buth he that svwezh and he that reapeth may re-
joice Logether?

The cumunice of the Peterbure Auxiliary Bsble
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Socicty at their mecting held the 16h Marcls, 1838,
adopted the following resolution.  * That the com-
ittee do immediately procesd to ascertain the Bible
destitution o’ the upper part of the township ol Mon-
2ahan, ard the upper part of the township Qtonabee,
the townst v. of Sith and Doure.’ I pursuance to
thts resolution, persons were appomted to e difier-
entsections, an abstract of whose mvestigatiuies we
now submit to the fricnds of this beneticent enter-
priee.

Messrs. William Panlin, John Milburn and John
Walton, examined the part of the lownship of Smiith,
west of the communication line, visited 90 families,
obtained annual subseriptions, £11 15 0, donutions
L1 17 3, families destitute ol the Bible G, persons
who want the Bible 33,

Messes. John Harvey and James Davidson, to the
castof the communication line, visited 27 families,
obtained anntal subseriptions £2 0 0, donations 174,
families destitute of the Bible3, persons who waunt a
Bible 2,

Messts. John Sanderson, and William Ray, River
side, Smith'T'own, families as yet visited 22, obtained
annual subscriptions £3 13s, fumilics destitute of the
Bible 8, persons who want it {7,

Messrs, James Hall,and R. Moore, Peterburo’ cast,
families as yet visted 53, obtamed annunal subverpe.
tions £4 Is. 3d, fanmilics destitute ol the ible 10, per-
sons who want it IG.

Messrs. James Harvey,and J. W. Cleghorn, Peter-
bore' west, fantilies as yet visited 30, annual subser;
tions £6 15s, dunations 1s. 3d, {awilics destilute ol the
Bible 2.

Messrs. Andrew Tully, and John Walton, the most
westerly part of Monagthan, families as yet visited
43, obtained annual xubseriptions £3 0 0, donations
14s. 14, families destitute ol the Bible 4, persvns who
want copics 2.

Messrs. Thompson, and William Fowler, middle
part of Monaghan,

Mesers, James Reid, and David Porter, township of
Douro, familiesasyet visited 15, obtained annualsub-
serplions £1 55, U, donations 5+. familics destitute of
the Bible 7.

Weare happy to know, and glad to anrounce,that
the visiters generally met with & cordial recepuon,
and may we not hope that the encouragensient atlurded
i this fisuited attenpt will induce ustos extend our efe
fort.  Ttanay be projrer to observe that the committee
have been enabled o form a branch sucicly in Ewily,
and Mr. Hughes, the depositary, has reported smnual
subgeriptions to the sunonnt of about £11, andthat
buoks will be nceded forthat ncighborhoad 1o the a-
mount of near £40. A mecting is also appointed for
the 17th inst. atthe village of Millbrook, for the pur-

mseof forminga branch theres  May the blessing of
Lim who makcth rich and addeih no <orrow, water
these cxettions, and cause them to Juxutiate wath the
frnits of rvightcousuess, that the knowledge of the
Lornd shall fill the carth and remaveall that s and
destroys, that it will make the wailiderness hike Eden,
and the desert like the gmtden of the Lord, joy and
zladness be found in it thanksgiving aud the vaice of|
welwdy, form a part of the sure word of propheey
Now how desirable to contribute, in however hamble
Rancasure, 10 the introduction of such an order of
things 1 Aml whodecs nut hnow haw largely the dis
tribution of the scriptures among the tamilics of the
carth will contribute v its accomplistinent; There-
fore may not cach of us share in thisdiong o ah
by onrcontiibutions, silents and prayers 2
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Lestany misunderstanding should take place to dis-
turb the harmony of our operations or retard our {u-
ture progress, we beg leave to notice that visitors hav.
ing led some subseribers to understand  they could
bave Bibles at s, Gd, and “Festinnents at s, Such be-
g exddusncly for the tse of Sunday schouls, can.
not be di\{mwcl uf fur any other purpose, the Com
wittee at thei last mecting c'll]upl('l{)lhc fullowing re-
sulinion—*" On purpose o fulfil the promise made 1,
stich subseribers, should they require it, the sub-com-
mittee be authorized to publish in the Sentinel that
they should haive Bibles at said price, the auxiliary t,
incur any Joss which may Le hereby sustained.”

ALSTRACT

Number of familics visited 274

Amount of subscriptions obtained £26 to 0
Awmount of donations £3 16s 93

Nwmber of families destitute or'the Bible 3
Numnber of copies wanted 70

ConxtvanCcE OF TiF BriTisit GOVERNMENT AT Tun
IvovaTny or TuR Iixpoos.

In our last wepointed the attention of ony readers
to thie countenanice remdered to ddolatry and superai
tivn in the East Indics by the British Governmuens,
and promised to supply them with all the information
which is necessary to arouse Christians and Church
Courts to petition’ Parliament on the subjeet. 'We

P L now fulfif our promise by laying beforethe pulilic the

fullowing extracis.  The firs is 4 memoriat from a
nuinber of the British at Bowbay, addressed tothe
Governor. It is signed by the chaplains, English and
Scottish.  The name of Dr, Wilsen, one of the Gen.
cral Assembly's missionaries at Bombay, isalso ap-
pended tothe document.  “Lhere can e noguetion as
witsaccury. Indeed there is nodenial of'the facts :

 The conntcnanecand support extended to idola
try and superatition, and the violation of the princi-
r]c\ of toleratiun to which we refer, consist principal-
y inthe following particulars :—

“1. Inthe cmployment of Brahmins, and other,
for the purpese ol making heathen invocations fur
inand fair weather.

«2, In the inscription of Shri on puldic documents,
and the duhication of the Govermment gecords
Gunesha, and other false gods,

©3. Intheentertainment in the Counts of Justive
of questions of a purcly idvlatrous nature, when no
civit rightdepends on them,

4, Inthe degradationof certain castes, by exclud
ing them fram panticular viiices and beuelits not e
nected with religion,

5. In the attendance of the servants of Govern-
ment, civiland military, in their othecial capacity, at
tlindwawd Mahomedan festivals, with a view 1o par-
ticipate in their vitesand cercmunies,or in the Joimng
of wroups, and the use of regimentat bands inthe pro-
cesnions of heathien it Mihiomedan feaivalg, orin
their atemdanee insmy other capacity than that ol a
palice for the preservation of the peace.

6. Inthe fiing of salutes by the troops, or by the
vessels of the India Navy, in intimation and honour
of heathen feativaly Mahomedao, 1ds, &c.

® We knoaw tha, in the particular indance above
enrnerated, the conseiences of many of the servani
<1 Gavermnent have been wounded, aud theit minds
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harasscd by the part which they have been required,
by the regulations of Governwment, or by the usage
of the service, to take.

“ We, therefure, most respectfully solicit that iu-
quity may be instituted by your Excellency in Coun-
cil into the topics to which we have adienial; and
we would fasther sugaest that the followng pac-
ticulars ought also to be included in the inquiry, as it
may often be found, that where only justice or chari-
ty was intended, anunneeessary and criminal support
to native superstition has been, or 1 Luble to be, af-
forded.

“1, The support given to Hindoo temples, to
mosques and tombs, either by the granting endow-
ments, pensions, ot immunities, or by the collection
and distribution, by the officers of Government, of the
revenues already appropriated to them.

2, The granting of zllowances and gifts to
Brahmins and other persons, because of their connee-
tion with the heathen and Mahomedan priesthood.

“3. The present mude of administering oaths in
the Native Courts of Justice, and whether it he such
as is proper for a Christian Government to altow and
sanction.

“ 4. The endowment and support of colleges and
schoals for the inculeating of heathen and Mahvue-
dan doctrines and practices.

A similar memorial, of a very important charac-
ter, was addresscd by 130 influential Briush at Mad-
ras to the Guvernor of that Presidency. It wasalsu
signed by thiricen chaplains, and thiny-seven mis-
sionaries Lesides, of various religivus denomina-
tions:—

The grievances complained of are—

1. That the Chiristian civil and military servanis of
the Governmnent are required toattend Heathen and
Mahomedan rcligious festivals for punpuses of ye-
pect.

2. That they are required to present offerings and
dvhomage to 1dols.

3. That the impure and degrading services of the
magoda are carried on under the supervision and con.
trol of the principal European, and, therefore, Chris-
tian, officers of the Govermment, 2nd the management
and regulation of the revenues andendomwinents, both
of the pagodas and mosques, are vested in them;
that no important idolatrous ceremony can be per-
formed, no attendant of the various idols, not even
the proatitutes of the temple, be entertained ar dis-
charged, nor the least expenses incurred, without the
wlicial concurrence and and orders of the Christian
functionary.

4. That British officers, with the troaps of the Go-
vernment, are also employed in firing saluicsand do-
g other honouts to Mahomedan and idolatrous core-
motiies, even on the Sabbath-day, and that Christians
ate thus often compelled, by theauthority of Govern.
ment, 10 desecratetheir own mont sacred institutions,
and ke partin unholy and degrading seyerstitions.

" §. ThatProtestant soldicrs, members of the church
of Eagland, have also heen required, contrary tothe
King's regulation, * that every soldier shall be at Ii.
:'cr;: to \]\:or;hp God ‘;lccnrdmg to the forms preseribed
F his religion,” to be present at, and parcipate 1n,
the worship of the Church of Reme. ramieipate ¥

6 Thelast point noticed i« the fazcing of the pasr
131 c)m‘t’;c 1o draw the jdel car, noatly witheut the
\
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slightest compensation; but which complaint appears
to have been subseqguently remedied.

That none may imagine these are general state-
ments, aud that theevils complained of, aficr all, may
not be very scrivus,webeg leaie to direet the public ai-
tention tethe fullowing lacts, which rest uponthe best
authuiity ~In the proviuceof Tuwnervelly these are
naitrly 15,000 temnples of idolairous worsbap, support-
ed by a charge in the public accounts of £30,000,
The Rev. Mr. Pegys, amissionary at Madras two
years ago, stated that the recapts fram the temple of
Tripeity, a large temple near Madras, ajter paying all
expenses, amountto £10,(00 a-year, and that the reve-
uue from the temples of Conjeverani, Seringham,and
Madura, and Puaney, are ncarly cqual ; sothat here
is the British Government dmwing a sum of £50,000
a-year, elear gain, from the idolarry and degradation
of the wretched nation. in but fice temples. An allow-
ance of 36,000 rupees is yearly made by the sameaus
thorities for the support of the idol and worship of
Juggernaut. Mr. i’oyndcr, one of the East India pro-
irictors, who hasdone himsel'so much honour by
iis persevering lubours for the exposure of this hors
vible system, and e whon the Clhinstiaus of Brivan
areso much indebied, proved a few vears ago that af-
ter deducting cuery possible ontgoing, four principal
tetaples—Gya Jugscroaat, Allalabad, and ‘Tripeity<
in the coursc of seventecn yeass, yiclded 2 net sum ot
one willion sterling 10 the British Exchequer. This
is raised chicfly from the taxation of the vast crowds
of pilgrims—sametimes 260,000 At a emple—who
visit these shrines of ampicty.  In this andin otl:er
ways the East lndia proprictors inthis couniry receive
ananterest of 103 per cent upon ther money ! Nor
are the temples theonly soutees of revenue. Thete
are wany others.

# Inthe South Mahraita country, a variety of penan-
ces are undertaken by Pilgrims at the shrine of the
guldess Yelheva, which cannvt be perfortaed in the
presence of the idol without a large pecuniary sacri-
fice. Forthe privilege of swinging aloft in’ the air
by means of an iron hook fixed inthe feshy pant of the
loins, attheend of a bewn revolving horizontally on
apoint, a fee of no dess than than ten rupces (L1ster-
ling) is exacted , and the smaller fee ofiwa rupees for
swinging on a smaller beant with the head downwards
and thehook antached to the feet.  For sticking afork”
through the hand, and treading on barning charcoal,
the feeds notwo Yarge  ‘Pwo rupees are Jevied on
thase who come altended by aband of music. All
persuns brimring offerings of clarified butter, oil,
sheep, and gold and sitver ormaments, aresubject also
toatoll; the proportion of those obluions respec-
tively allotted to the othiciating priests and the reoter
(British) being exacily defined . and noshops, booths,
ar ~alls, can be ereeted during these carnivals, with.
uit paynent of a fec for the license.

These revenues are cellccted not only at the great
temples, sech as Juggernaut and ‘Fripeuty, but at ma.
ny of the smaller paodas of cclebniy 5 and in part,
are classed in the Government acconuts, under the
general head of * Farns and Licences,” without any
specifications of the jtems; sothat the exact amount
accruing from these revenucs is not known.”

What would be thought of the British Government
at home collectinga sum of moncy from the poor
miscrable popish pilgrims who visitthe sacred wells
w Ircland 1 And whatis 12 better, according to the
Dublin Gazcite, to receive from 20,000 o0 39,000 ru.
pecs from 20,000 pilgrims to ke rock Goorgaon,
* whichkillsor cures in all cases of small-pox ¥
What 2 profanatien to fecnive this nte the publie
treasney of @ Chrisisan nation !
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A gentleman, not long ago, <tated in the face of a
ireat religious meeting in London, thata friend of

isin India, seeing a long train of carts coming from
the country, defended by British sepoys and Govern-
ment peons (polico,) and attended with native musie,
and every thing which could wear an air of triumph
and f'oy, learned, on inquiry, that the carts weré cun.
veying idolatrous offerings from the ‘Tripetty pago-
da'to the public treasury!! With regard amiin to
the draging of the idol cars, will it be helieved by
British Christians that from the growing decline of
idolatry, this, in many cases, is forced upon the poor
natives—that they are compelled in hundreds to leave
their work, and are kept for days and nights at this
abominable service—and that the officers, whothus
furce them by flogzinzand other means to honaeur tot-
tering idolatry, arc Government peons.  On such ac-
casions there isoftena great loss of human life.
‘This atrocious liberalism is in some places partially
atated. We might refer to various other melancho-
g' proofs of the identification of the civil power of

riain with the superstitions of India. Indeed the
identification is most minute and comprehensive—~
much more so than the Christian Church wonld per-
mit batween the civil power and Christianity. he
British Government paysa large band of pilgrim.
hunters to feed the temples with visitants—paye the
priests and prostitutes belonging the temples—fur.
nishes the food for the 1dols' table—~appuints the cook
—prepares the rice—clothes the idol in British cloth;
gives orders for the making of the gold and silver
omamcms—rcgnirs the temples, suinctines, in a §in-
gle case as at Seringham, at an expense of 40,000 ru-
pees—keeps the roads to the temnple i good order—
and sometitacs presents, or suffers to be prcacmcd, of-
ferings to the slol inthe name of the British Govern-
ment!! Suchare a few facts, and do Christians need
more to persuade them to arise as one man, and de.
nounce the hideous crime to the British Legislature,
and call upon bath Houses of Parliament immediate.
1y to interpose to put an end tv a system fitted to pro-
voke the wrath of Heaven, and furfeit to this country
the mighty empire of the East.  Let Presbyteries lose
nolime in petitioning Parliament, and overturing
the General Assembly to do the same.

Pacssyreay of Epinscrait axp tiie Derew Cnuren.
2th April.

Mr. Candlizh rose to bring forward the overture of
which he had given notice, that the General Assem-
bly should consider the propriety of resuming the
practice, agreeably tothe example of the primitive
churchesand their own Church n furmer tmes, of
corresponding with those churches on the Continent
who agree with them in doctrine, discipline, and wor-
ship; andespecially of opening a friendly and broth-
erly correspondence with the reformed Calvinistic
Churchin Holland. It wasmatier of regret, he said,
toevery onc who was anxiuns for the unity of the
Church, to ohserve that not unly was she broken and
divided by schisms and secesswns, hut that cven a-
1mong those churches which agreed snanatters of doc-
trine, worship, and discipline, there should be so lit-
t)e manifestation of a brotherly xpirit. It was abuy.

antly plain from the New Testament, that the

hurches in different parts of the world correspunded
with each other, and that in times of afitiction and
trouble they sympathised with onc another, fecling
that if the body of Christ sufiered in onc part, all the
members suffered with it.  There wereiwo instances
in which the Church of Scotland had followed this
example—one, when at the request of the Assembly

Aundrew Melville wrote o the ministers of Dantzic,
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congratulating them on having adopted sound views
in relation to the Lord's Supper; and the other case
was still more to the point, when in 1644 the Assem:
bly sent a letter to the Church in the Netherlands,
thanking them for the assistance given to the cause
of religion in this country, and for the warning which
they iad transmitted to Scotland against certain im-
gosmrs; and he might remark in passing, that the
est return they could make wonld be not only to
writea friendly letter, but in the present cmergencies
of tiat sane Church, to manifest their sympathies to-
wards them ina similar way. He had expressed this
overture in very gencralterms; for, hebelieved, there
were various churches on the Contitient at_present in
critical situativns; and the expression of sympath
by this Church in their favour might be attended wit
the best effects. .I-}e need not remindthe Presbytery
of the good effeefs which had been produced in
Switzerland by the reply of the General Assembly,a
few yearsago, to the lettér received from that coun-
try inviting them to attend the jubilee of the Reforma-
tion. It was well known that that letter had, to a ve-
ry greatextent, strengthened the hands and encourag-
ed the hearts of those in that country who held the
trwth as itisin Jesns. It might be known also—and
here was an instance of neglect on the part of the As-
sembly—that two years ago aletter was received from
the Protestant Church in’ France, but so late inthe
meeting of the Assembly, that they had only time to
acknowledge its receipt, reserving a fuller answer to
another time, which time had never come. Indirect-
ing thcir attention particularly 1o the Church in Hol-
land, he did not mean to detain the Presbylery by de-
tailing at length the occurrences thathad taken place
there—=he had done thatin another way ; nordid he
mean to commit the Presbytery orthe Assembly in the
slightest degree 1o any side of the controversy which
now prc\'aitfcd there:” He admitted the information
they at presentpossessed was not very distinet, and
nut very impartial; but there were two facts well
known, and which conld not be denied—first, that a
schism and secession had taken place in that Chureh;
and next, that gricvous misunderstandings prevailed
between the church and the seceders.  These consti-
tuted the grounds on which he proposcd that the
Church should cxpress her sympm?-y with_ their
brethrenin Hollend,  Itanight be sud they had their
hands full at hone, and that, in their struggles no
Chyrch had corresponded with them ; but he could
not help feeling, that at the time of the Scottish
Sccessston, the result might have been very different,
if the prayers and sympathics of the Churchesin
ather 1ands had been brought to bear on the question.
He did not mean to enterintothe controversy, which
he belicved would seon be brought before the public
by another personand in another form; but he might
wmention that the seeession which had taken placeia
Holland numbered 10,000 persnns, and that grievous
misunderstandings eXisted between them and the
Church. Heconcluded by stating the opinion of an
individual connected with the Church, but now resid-
ing in Holland, that nothing was more caleulated to
set the church in a high position with the Churcheson
the Continent, and to sirengthen the hands of their
own ministers labouring in that country, and to do
goodto the Church of Holland, than the siep which
benow proposed to overture the Assembly to take.

The overture was seconded by Mr. Guthrie, and
unanimously agreed to.—Scottish Guardian.
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Inpta Mission or ThE Citrest oF Scotuann.—The
Committee of this noble undertaking have lately eir-
culated to the presbyteries of the Church, a very in-
teresting selection of extracts from their correspon.
dence. Weshall advert tosome of the more promi-
nent particulars of these.  They are accompanied by
the following letter from Dr. Gordon, of the Hig
Church, Sccretary to the Mission, and we carnestly
entreat the serious attentivn of the whole Church to
its contents.

Edinburgh, Aug. 1837.
“RevereNp Dear Str,

In obedicnce to the instruc-
tions of the General Assembly’s Committee on For-
eign Missions, I beg leave respectfully to request your
attention to the accompanying Report. You will ob-
serve from the facts there stated, that the commatiee
have brought themselves under greatly increased ob-
ligations, by the extension of the Assemnbly’s Scheme,
‘both at Calcutta and Bombay. For this addaion to
the numbher of Missivnaries, as well as forthe baild-
ing now in progress at Caleutta; the Commitice had
the sanction of the General Assembly, as svun as the
state of the funds would admit ; and m censeguence
of the increase of revenue for thie last two years they
have felt themnselves warranted in proceeding to car-
1y intoamnmediate effect the instructions ot the As-
sembly. But though that comnntice have been en-
couraged tv do sv, they cannut be utherwise than anxi-
ous about the means of discharging their heavy, and
necessarily increasing, obhgations. Their present
expenditure falls hutle shortal £5000. The increased
accommodation in the Institution at Calcutta, will of
course add to the expense of mamtaining 1t 1n astate
of efficiency ; atall the stauwuns they must Jay therr
account with a growing outlay ; especially when, by
the blessing of God, individuals shallbe found among
the natives, qualified and inclined to become preach-
ers totheir countryinen, under the supermtendence
of the Assembly. Inthese circwminstinces, the com-
mittee trust you will forgive them tor carnestly re-
questing thai, in compliance with the strong recom-
mendation of the General Assembly, the brethren of
your Presbytery will contitue to bring the subject of
the Mission before their people 5 and to procure con-
tnbutions by Congregattonal collecuuns, Parochial
Associations, or such other means as to them may
seem best,  The commitice arc aware of the
maltiplied calls which are now yearly niade on the
people of the Church of Scotland. "But they trust
that a scheme so glorious in itself, and one which has
hitherto, through the divine blessing, prospered so
much beyond the must sanguine  cxpectations of ils
friends, will never bean unwelcome subject on which
to make an appeal to the liberality of the cungrega.
tions of the church. Though the number ot such
demmands must affect the 2amount contnbuied to cach,
yet the committee entreat you will bear an mind, that
thestrength of their resvurces lies, votin occasional
splendid donativns, butin the steady supply of paro-
chial contributions, thuugh comparatively of small
amount. I havethe honour 1o be, reverend dear Sir,
with much respect, your faithful servant,

ROBERT GORDOXN, Sceretary.”

Carcyrra—The following notice of the Assembly’s
Instiwtion, at this placc, contained in a leticr from
Mr. Charles tothe Gouvener, is cncouraging.

“ The purchase of the ground in Comnwallis
Squarc has atlength been completed, and the founda-
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tion-stone of the Assembly’s Institution will be laid
this afternvon, (23d February.) Ere eiglteen, or, at
moat, twenty months bave elapsed, I expect it will be
ready for the receptiunt of frumseven hundred to one
thousand scholars.  How full of Joy is the thought,
that within _its walls thousands of’ young idolaters
will through the blessing of the Holy Spirit, be led
to senounce the abuminations and puerilines of Hin-
duism ; be brought o the knowledge of the oneliving
and true God 5 and come within the veach of thepro-
clamation of Christ’s precious Gospel

Visir or Tie Govervor—" Lord Auckland paid
his promisced visitto the school on the 28th of last
month, accompanied by his sisters and part of his
stite,  He remained an hour and a half'; heard two
of the advanced classes examined in mathematics.
astronumy, and history, the ineaning ot English words,
and the ‘evidences of Chnstianity ; and then went
toundihe wholeschool. His Lordship put several
questiions to me respecting the interior management
ot the schaol, and thc prespects of the boys educated
mat; appeared to view the whole scene with the
greatestanterest and delight; and, as 1 have reason
to huow, carried away with him the uapression, that

lhc'GcncralA»cmbly'a schicul is the bestin Caleut-
.’

Birrisy oF o vimive.—* On the evening of Fri-
day tasy,”says Mr Charles, “3had the inexpressible
satisfaction of admitting one ofthe lads ofthe school,
through the rite of baptism, inta the Christian church.
He is betwixt sixteen and seventeen years of age.
His case ix the mast interesting, by far, of any that
have come under our notice.  Mr. Mackay will give
you the particulars,”

The fullowing is Mr. Mackay’s account of the a-

Ove very interesting case, mna leiter dated 24th
March lagt :—

“ Dwar-Kanatl’s baptism is 2 most gratifying in-
stance of the efficacy—not of the laboirs of this or
that individusl—but'of the <3 stem pursued in your
institution.  The class o which he belongs consists
of about thirty scholars ; and Mr. Ewart and myzelf,
for some time back, havepaid panicular attention to
it, regarding it asinall respects the most promising
class in_the school. Such of them as are willing,
cometn Mr Ewart on the Sabbath mornings; andail
read theevidences three times d-week withme,

¢ Several of the boys secemed occasionally thought-
fu), and we'knew that there was much discussion a-
meng themselves on the subjeet of religion; but
Dwar-Kanath was nut one of thuse who 1 any way
came outfrom the rest.  About the tune of my dear
wife’s death he suddenly disappeared trom the schoot,
andthere were vague rumoursthat he had beer for-
cibly carricd ol by his father, bwt we coudd nat gt
at the truth, until he hiwself one day walhed into our
house, and told us his stuy. It scemsthatin some
discussiuns vn rligion, which touk place i his fath-
er's house. Le hid expressed himselt so strongly in
favaur of Christianity, thathis relatives becanie a-
larmed, and Lis tather delesained, at ull risks, 1o Jun-
der hin fram bLeing buptized.  Accordingly, one
night ke was scizcd, bound, aid thrown nio a palane
keen,  Whiletliey were cirrying him to the riverto
puthim on buard 2 boat, Lis cries brought the police
to his aid, bat bis futher told them  that the yown was
mad, and they inierfered nofarther e was thenta-
kento his father's country-house, about two days’
journcy from Calentta. e had been bound with
cordsso lightly round the wrists, that he was unable
to use his hands, from the pain znd swelling ; these

were now taken off, and iron chaing Jml on his legs
and arms. e was confined in adark room, and
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heaten every da'{' by his father. But the bey's reso-
lution cominued inflexible.  Tashed him if his moth-
er didnot pity him; hesaid that the first time she
saw him bound and beaten like a wild beast, she eri-
ed much, butthat afterwards she also spoke harshly
to him, The pocr boy bore the cruel treatment for
two or three weeks; unulat length the father, wea-
ried out with his inflexible determination, gave upthe
contest in despair, and alivwed hin v go back wCal.
cutta: In spite of the threats and solicr@auons of lus
friends, he 1mmediately returned to schovl, and ofler-
ed himself asa candidate for baptism.”

A variety ofinteresting particulars are stated inthe
circular, to which we must refer. ‘T'he concluding
statement isas follows :—

“ His probation was Jong and painful, and such as
few arecalled upun to underge, bat bis strength was
not his own. 1 have notlcfl myself ruum for relee-
tions, nor arethey needed. Iknow you will sympa.
thize with him. He is now an inmate of my fxousc,
and I trust will continueto be so, until ke is ready to

0 out as a Missionary to his brethren.  During all
these teying scences, he has evinced steadiness,selt-pos-
session, and intelligence far beyond his years; and,
0 faras I bave scen, without example among hisown
countrymen, May God make him a bumning and a
shining light, when we are inthe grave!

“ Another young man. (older than Dwar-Kanath,
but in the same ¢lass,) of very good abilities, was ot~
ten obscrved to be thoughtful. Elc was auacked by
fever, and dicd : but on his death-bed, he deelared to
somc of his class-fellows, that he had something on
hismind. 1le then told them that he believed on
Christ, and it ever he rose from his bed, he was re-
solvedto be baptized. He never roce ; but, Ihope,
he is now in heaven.”

Mapras—~The commitiee have the satisfaction of
announcing, that Mr. Anderson hasreached Madras,
and has commenced operations there. As was ongin-
ally ﬁruposed, he went, inthe first instance, to Caleut-
1a,where he would have remawed, to supply Mr
Mackay’s place, hud that gentleman’s health rendered
itnecessary for himto revive for a reason, as the con-
mittec at one time {eared he might be obliged to do
‘Through the goodness of God, Afr Muckay™s health
is greally improved, and Mr. Anderson accordinaly
proceeded to hisdestination.  Ivwill appear, howev-
er,fromthe foilowing extract of a letier from him,
dated Madras, &ih March last, that his short sojourn
at Calcutta has not been lost tiune =—

“ After a long but pleasant voyage, I arrived at
Caleuuta, safe and well, on the 27th ol Lecewsberlast
I was kundly recetved by my fizends Messrs. Mac-
kayand Ewart, as wellas by Mr. and My, Charles,
‘The loss of his dear wiivseemns only to haveinspired
Mr. Mackay wath a more devoted and self-denying
spiritin his pcculiar work.  ‘Therc 1s aspint of meek
resignation and deep hwmlity abeuthim which is ve-
vy beautiful. Iis nealthis greatly improved. 1have
heen much refreshed and sirengthened by what 1 wit.
nessed in the school.  There 15 aspint of vigorous
health apparent in ail the classes.  $have never seen
at hoineso completc a diffusion of knowledge. Itruns
throughthe whole six hundred, from the highest class
tothe Jowest. The moment you enter a class, every
eye istumed vpon you. I never saw such cyesin
any school at hoie. They luerally spavkie with an-
telligence, and a desire to know.

Fuxps.—" The commitiee have furither to report on
thesubject uf the funds, thatsume time ago, a Jady in
Inverness suggesied the idca of raising by subscrip:
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tions of One Penny cach, A Thousand Poundsin aid
of the Assembly’s building fund at Calcutta. The
lan was cagerly adopted, and vigurously prosecuted
y the lady hersclf, and by many others ; and thougii
only a4 small portion of the proceeds (abont £55) has
‘ct been }mid to their treasuver, they have reason to
elicve that the subscription has been very successful,
andthat the expectations of the pious and benevolent
mdvidual with whan the scheme originated, will
very sooh be realized.  In thomeantime, the exertions
of the numerous friends by whom this subseription
has Leen forwarded, have brought the Assembly's
Mission under the notice of many who might not oth-
erwire have hadtheir attention partcularly directed
to the subject.

 But while the committee feel grateful to God that,
withthe prowing success of the Assembly's Mission
abroad, he has putit into the hearts of his people at
home to continue ando enlarge their contribution,
they cannot vt this opportunity of pressingupon
their friends of the Mission, the neeessity not enly of
continued but of increased exertions,"—Edinburgh
Christian Instructor.

s

Misstox to e Inpiavs wesr oF tine Rocky
MoOUNTAINS—INSTRUCTION TO MiSSIONARIES,

The couniry to which you are going may be ap-
proached by two routes—the one being by water,
around Cape t{om, and is nearly the same as that to
the Sandwich Islands. Indeed vesscls bound to the
North West cuast usually touch at those islands first
and then proceed on their way, about two thousand
miles, o the mouth of the Columbiariver or De Fuca's
straits; making the whole voyage about seventecn
thousand mnles; and occupying, including the usual
dctention atthe Sandwich Islands, eight or ten months.
In addation to the time and expense required forso
long a voyage, the mouth of the Columbia river is
duticult of entrance duning a large pant of the year,
on account of a hicavy sweil of l’ﬁe sea ofl’ that coast
and the mwicate and changing character of the
channel,

The other method of approaching the country is to
cross the prairies and mountains which lic west of our
{runtier sculements. This is the route which you
contemplate pussuing  In accomplishingthis journey,
you will make your way in the usualmeans of convey-
ancee to Indejpendence, une of the western villages on
the Missouri river, where you will juin the caravan
of the traders going to the mountins, and nake ar-
rangements for passing the almost boundless wilder-
ness vhich will then open before you  Fumished
with horses to ride upon, and pack-horses carrying
tents 1o shelter you, fund to subsist upon, utensils for
cooking, and thie bedding and clothing which are in-
dispen«able to yeur comjort, you will commence a pil-
grimage, which, for three or four mombs, and through
a distance of from 2,000 to 2,500 miles, will subject
youto an untricd, 2nd in some respects, an unplea-
sant mode of life ‘I'he shelter, and the quiet apan-
ments of acomforiable house, either by night or day,
you must temporarily forego; you must look for no
well furnished tsble, no perinanent resting place, and
none of the security and retirement of home. Chris-
tian intercourse, beyond your own rirele, yeu cannot
cxpect; nor can you summon, whenever you wish,
mary of the rescurees of civilized life to minister 10
your comfurt, or 1o rclicve the dreary and wearisome
monotony of your way. Still, even this deprivation
and exposure, these daily changes, this contibual pro-
gress may teach a useful lessun, by impressing niore
vividly on your mind an image of thetoils and changes
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and barren wastes of this fleeting life, and leading
you to bear all its burdens with mure cumpusuie, in
view of the quiet and satisfying hutue towaids which
you are rapidly hasiening,

Your course wilt be somewhat north of west, and
for the first week or two of your progress, the monoto-
ny of the secene will occasionally be broken by meet-
ing with bands of Indians, or traders; and you may
be cheered by a hasty interview with christian breth-
ren at the three or four missionary stations near which
you pass before leaving Council Blufls, the last point
of civilization near our frontiers. Nor will your
journey be wholly without interest when you shall

ave passed the abodes and the works of man. You
will then have the works of God to gaze upon, if not
intheir grandest and most varied, yet perhaps tu their
loveliest aspect. The internunable prairies, cluthed
in beautiful green, and adorned with flowers of every
form and hue, the surface every where so gracefully
undulating and vecasionally rising gradually intoetni-
nences which seem to mingle with the sky, and the
strips ot woodland skirting the water-cuurses or
crowning the hills, present a landseape on which the
eye isnever weary of gazing. DBefore reaching the
mountains, however, the trees on the streams become
more scattered and nearly disappear, the prairie grass
wears a stinted appearance, and large tracts nust
sometimes be traversed which are sterile and bare.
When you reach the mountains the whole scene chan-
ges, and nature assutnesa most varied and magnificent
aspect.
. - . . - * . *

‘Within the last few yearsa new interest secms to be
awakened among our citizens in regard to this exten-
sive and important country; and probably, if the po-
litical relations of it were settled definitely, colonies
would be established there with little delay. But by
2 convention made in the year 1818, between the Brit-
ish government and that of the United States, and re-
newed in 1627, it was agreed that the territory west of
the mountains should be left open tuthe citizens of both
nations for the space of ten years. ‘That period has
now expired without a renewal of the stipulation, or
any arrangements having been made by either gov-
ernment for taking a more formal pussession, or exer-
cising jurisdiction overthe disputed terntory.  What
the resolutions recently intraduced »nto our own Con-
ﬁress may result in is uncertam.  There can be linle

oubt, however, thatat no distant day flounishing sei-
tlements, the germs of a great and powerful natien,
will be seenscattered along the shores of the Pacitic,
and through the fertile vaileys of the interior. The
mildness of the chmate, the ferulity of the soil, and
the abundance and variely of 1ts productions, the fut-
ests of valuable timber which abound ajlung the coast,
the excellent fish which fill the rivers, and the open-
ings for trade, especially for the producuons of sucha
country, which abuund in almostevery part of the Pa-
cific and Indian uceans, vbvivusly mark out thas terri-
tory as the seat of a navon of great commercial 1me-
portance.

. Butit is the aboriginal population of this territory
inwhich yon are specially ‘interested, and to whose
benefit you are consecrating your lives. The Cume
mittee call your attentivn 1o the natural features und
capabilitics of the country, tothe attractions which it
holds out to enterprising foreign settlers, toits politica)
relations, and the prospect of its futurc imporiance ¢
embracing acommercial and powerful nation, fur the
putrpose of pressing on your minds the more deeply
ibe critical situatton of the present oceupants of the
soil, and leading you to make morc prompt andstrenu-
aus exmions,an({ to offcrinore fervemt prayers, that
the gospe) may have free cowise among them before
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the intercourse of unprincipled men shall corrupt
them by their vices, or the grasping hand of avarice
shall despust themot thear Jands, and esher exiernun-
ate themat unce, or by successive steps, perfidiously
drive them, filled with prejudice against all who bear
the name of white men, back to the muuntain fast-
nesses, almust inaccessible to christian benevolence.

Respeeting most of the tribes occupying the coun-
try to which you are destined, we possess little infor<
mation worlthy to be relied upon.  When fiest visited,
in 1790, the cuuntry, especially alung the coast, was
regarded as being populous for ¢n Tudian country ;
and though the numbers were undoubtedly diminish-
ed by the wars provoked by the traders, and by the
discases, the marderous weapons, and the more mur-
derous lquors which were intreduced among them
from this suurce, yet large tnbes were then found
alung the shures, ” Lewis and Clarke, however, sup-
puse thatat least fiteen {cam carlierthan the date first
named, the small-pox, that destroyer of every savage
Eeuplc which it visits, and which 1s even now said to

¢ depopulating whole tribes east of the mountains,
had swept over most of these western tribes.  Theold
Indians, scarred by the disease, told the mournfultale,
and pointed out the ruins of villages, then visible,
which had been thus unpeopled. These explorers
enumerate tharty-nine tnibes, which they visited, or of
which they received accounts, embracing i all_about
£0,000souls. Thisestiate prubably embraced but a
part of the tribes vecupying the country west of the
mountains, which is usually regarded as belonging to
the United Statcs; and with respect to the numbers
of ll,xcsc, can be cunsidered but an approximation tothe
truth,

The Rev. Mr. Parker, who visited the country two
years ago, under the dircction of the Board, mentions
nineteen tribes residing between the mountains and
the falls of the Columbia, embracing about 20,000
souls ; and between thinty and forty bands below the
falls, and stretching along the coast between the fory-
second and fifty-fifth paraliels of latitude, numbering
abont 36,000; making the whole Indian population be-
tween those parallels, and west of the mountains, about
5G,000. But in these estimates also, nothing more
than an approximation to accuracy can be expected.
All recent travellers agree that six or eight years zgo,
anuther wasting discase swept along the coast, cuthng
down from one half to three quarters of many tribes,
and leaving others almost extinet.  ‘The ternible dis-
casc whichis now raging among the tribes on the head
waters of the Missouns, and northerly towards lake
Wnnepeg, according torecentintelligence, which ap-
pears tu be entitled to credit, hay probably proved faial
to 23,000 of these neglected and injured men, sweep-
ing them from their beautiful prawies by lhousam’;s
at astroke. The ovarlluwing scuurge is now pas-
sing through, and who can tell where it shall
be stayed? What the Lord proposes to do with
this unhappy race is not kuown onlyto him. He
brought usto their shores, bearing in our hands
the gospel and all the other means requisite to secure
to them intelligence and halpr.mcss in this Iife, and
haoliness and salvativn in the lifeto come, he has
hept then lying as it were at our doors for two cen-
turies, given usaccess o them and influence over
them, 1o sce whether we would stretch forth ourhands
to belriend aud save them , and afler waaung long,
and sceing thay, excepting & few feeble and intermiis
ted effonts, we have dune nothing but defraud, and op-
press,and waste them, he scans now to be taking
from us theapportunity of performing this work of
mercy,endiscalling them to thejudgnient,not to testify
10 our twncficence and paternal care, but to vur pere-
veung indifierence and wrungs. Never did anvibict
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christian people have so noble a race of savage men
placed so within their reach and controul, to whom
they might impart the blessings of civilization and
Christianity, and whom they might preserve toall fu-
ture ages,a monument of theelevaung and smproving
tendency of their arts, and the puritying and saving
efficacy of their religion. How have we executed
this philanthropictrust 7 Go back aund search for the
many tribes which covered New England and the
Middle and Southren States two centuriesagu, and
which by contact with us have vanished from the
earth like the morning dew,—and there find a reply.
Instead of remaining, honorable monuments of our
gocd faith and guardian care,the story of their wrongs
and extermination must go down to all future ages, a
memorial of our perfily and abuse. What true
triend of his country but must weepat the thought,
huw great our honour might have been, and how great
our shame is !

But, even at this late day, we must do what we can.

A few remain. Let us, as far as possible, make a-
. mends for past neglect, by increased exertions in fu-
wure. Ifthey are all to be hurried from the earth, and
after an age or two more, not a tribe is to remain, let
us offer Christ and salvation 1o as many as we can
reach, hoping to prepare a remnant, at [east, to enter
abetter land above, and thus mitigate the curse which
:‘lmpends over us for our past injustice and neglected

uty.

But is said daily, do what you will for the Indian,he
willbe an Indian'still.  If it is meant thattheir habits
and character cannot be changed ina year, or com-
pletely in a single generation, it may betrue; and so
itis true of every other race of men. But ifu be
meant that a persevering course of kindness and in-
struction will not effect ﬁxischange,the implied charge
isboth unphilosophical and unchristian, and it is in
opposition to historical facts. What band of savage
men were ever more rapidly and thoroughly trans.
formed in character and habits, than Elliot’s colony
at Natick? The Stockbridge Indians, a large portion
of the Senecas and Tuscaroras, the Cherokees and
the Choctaws, are living examples of this transfor-
mation. Men whobring this charge, expect tuo much,
and expect ittov svon ; withvut reflecting how entire
the change must be,intaste, estimates of things, ha-
bits; prejudices and prepossessions ; and without re.
flecting how ill-adapied, inadequate, and intermitted
havebeen the means used to eficct the change. It is
fairly questionable whether any 1ace of men were
ever more ablcto understand the disadvantages of
their own habits and manner of life, ur more ready to
adopt a change which appeared to them praclicaﬁle
than are the North American Indiars.— Boston Mis-
sionary Herald.

'

The University of Glasgow has conferred the de-

greeof D. D. on the Rev. Alexander Mattheson, of

Montreal, and the Rev John Cook of Quebee, and the

degree of L. L. D. on the Rev. Danicl Wilkie, of,

Quebee. 4
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MISCELLANIES.

MISCELLANIES.

Tur S7. LAWRENCE aND 1TS VaLLEV.==The river
St, Lawrence extends from longitude 67 ° to 94 ©
West, having 1ts mouth in latstude 50 © North, and
its source in 47°., The northcmmqst sources of the
rivers which empty into jt are in latitude 52 © , and
the southernmost in 40 ©.  The greatest width of its
valley is near its west end, about 650 miles, measur.
ing from the sources of the Miamis in the State of
of Ohio, to the source of the Redstone which falls into
Lake Superior, and the most narrow part is atils
mouth, ubout 200 miles.  Its greatest length following
the course of the river and the great lakes, is about
2,000 miles,

The part of the valley of the St. Lawrence within
the Brtsh dominions, is cstimated to contain about
300,000 square miles,and 200 millionsof acres of cultiva.
ble land, only about four millions of which are actual.
ly occupied, by amillion of souls, leaving 190,000,000
of «acres in a state of nature, only partially traversed
by theremains of the aboriginal inhabitants, at those
seasons when they leave their villages to engage in
their huntng excursions.

The British part of the valley ofthe St. Lawrence
therefore may be supposed to contain less than a fifti.
cth part of the inhabitants of it which it is susceptic
ble, and that part of which is within the limits of the
United States of North America, probably has room
for an equally great increase of population.

A great part of the country is of rich soil, in a cli-
mate remarkably healthy, although liable te great ex-
wremes of heat and cold, capable of being made to pro-
ducc all that is uecessary for the subsistence of man,
and abounding in uscful natural productions inde
mand in other countrics.

The river and lakes offer the most extensive inland
navigation in the world, affording an easy means of
conuncreial communication throughout this immense

!{valley, and also with the adjacent countries aud the

whole civilized world, At the present time there ac-
tually exists an inland water communication with the
whole course of tlie Ohio, Missouri and Mississippito
Ncw Orleans, and by the Chambly, Lake Champlain
and the Hudson to New  York, the distance between
which and Qucbee is now traversed by steam in three
days. Bothsides ofthe St. Lawrence and the great
lakes, in relation to countrics beyond the sea, have, or
might casily be made to have, all the advantages ofa
sea coast during the scason of navigation, which is
between six and seven mounths inthe year, with the
advantages of good roads of communication io the
shipping places on the snow and ice during the win-
ter.

The natural advantages of the valley of the S

Lawrence have not, however, been sufficiently improv.
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ed. Theriver and lakes are a succession of still or
navigable waters fit for steamboats and vesselsof large
burthen, capable of navigating the occan. In the
whole course of nearly two thousand miles there are
only five interruptions to such a navigation, caused
by one fall and four rapids, all of which are already
partially overcome for large boats.

The whole extent of these interruptions dnes not
exceed 90 miles in 1400 miles above Montreal, actu-
ally navigated by nearly a hundred steamboats, and
400 sailing vessels. The Sault St. Marie, between
Lakes Superior and Fluron, is already begun to be
improved by a canal.  The Welland canal obviates
the falls and rapids at Niagara,~the Long Sault to
Lake St. Francis, will probably be completed next
year on a scale to admit of the largest steamers.  The
Rideau canal and the improvements on the Ottawa,
obviate the rapids from Coteau to Lake St. Louis,
and the Lachine Canal has overcome the interruption
caused by the rapids between Lachine aud the port
of Montreal, below which, as well as throughout the
lakes and a great part of the river above, the naviga-
tion has become easy, safe and expeditious by means
of steam towing vesscls.

‘What is now chiefly wanted to give us an impetus
to the extension of scttlemeny, the growth of trade, the
augmentation of wealth and comfort throughout the
whole valley of the St. Lawrence, 1s to improve the
navigation of the river, give the greatest possible free-
dom to the occupation of the waste lands and to the
trade and industry of the inhabitants, with full confi-
dence in the security of person and property.

‘With these,every thing that makes a great and
prosperous country, will come as a natural growth ;
without them, the pursuit of partial intcrests, little jeal-
ousies, and the fancied wise schemes of politicians,
will be vain. These can hinder the natural progress
of society, deaden the efforts of industry and the
spread of knowledge, let loose strife, immorality and
destruction, till those who indulge in them penish in
the midst of their wickedness or foilly. But the na-
tural advantages which have been neglected, the gifts
of a kind Providence intended for the multiplication
and good of our species, remain for others more wor-
thy of them~—Quebee Gazelic.

Estry 1vto Dasascrs.—I was well aware that
Damascus was one of the few places remaining in the
Turkish dominions, where religious fanaticism drew
a strong line of distinction between its Mussulman
and Chrisiian population. Many arc the humiliations
to which the latter are exposed. Here, for instance—
and it was the same, until lately, at Cairo and Jeru-
salem—they werc not allowed to cnter thetownon
horseback. It was my intentionto comply with thein-
terdiction, at the proper places, but, being tired, I de-
ferred the execution of it, until I should reach the
gates: My guide and servant, who were Christians,
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unfortunately  betrayed me by alighting. Whilst
riding carelessly along, some hundred yards ahead of
them, absorbed in my reflections, two. or three ruffian-
looking Turks ran suddenly up to me, and seizing
liold of the Lridle of my horse, asked me in an impe-
tuoustune, if I were not @ Iyaour or* Infidel.” To
avow my fuith required no deliberation, but T could
not help retorting, * Anna Nazeran Djaour deyil,”
“ T am a Chrisiun, not an Infidel,” No sooner had
the words escaped my lips than [ was torn violently
from my horse, and loaded with a volley of impreca-
tions. Ina few minutes, some hundreds of the inha-
bitants had collected around me, and [ was apprehen-
sive of becomiug the victim of a popular tumult;
patticularly as my guides, who were better able to
expluin matters than myself, had become too much a-
larmed for themselves to interfere in my behalf. [
therefore retired to the side of the road, and sitting
down on the bank, I endcavoured to disarm the infuri-
ated mob by the attitude of resignation : for, as long
as their hostility—which arose from religious not per-
sonal motives—was confined to words, L knew what
valuc to sctupon it. But my pacific appearance had
a contrary effect.  Secking a pretext for their conduct,
some spots of green, the privileged colour, were dis-
covered in my flowered turban, and it was instantly
torn off my head. A young urchin—encouraged by
this indignity offered to me, walked up and spit upon
my beard.  This last affront, for a moment,robbed me
of my equanimity, but I immcdiately recollected, and
in time, that the slightest attempt at retaliation would
be followed by instant death. Every man had a pis-
tol or dirk in his girdle,and it would have cost him
little to draw it out, and act upon the impulse of the
moment.  After appealing in vain to some sheikhs, or
clders, who were standing by, [ got up and made the
best of my way to the gates of thecity, followed by a
host of boysand women, throwing stones at us aswe
passed along.

During the whole of this disgraceful scene, which
lasted half an hour, the women, ¢ rorresco referens,
were even more violent than themen. At onetime [
thought I should have dicd the death of St
Stephen at the gates of Damascus.  Here the conflict
subsided ; ncvertheless, I had the mostification of
being oblized myself to pass along the strects, and
through the crowded bazaars, on foot, my dress and
person covered with mud and other impurities, whilst,
the muleteers rode our horses before us, Mustapha
wearing my turban on his head. This last part of
the ¢ comedie larmoyante,’ he acted with such con-
summate insolence, that I joined héartily inthe laugh
directed against myself, to the no small astonishment
of thosc who were looking on.—Roberson’s Travels
in Syria,
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POETRY.
‘fHE INCREDULITY OF ST. THOMAS.
BY REV. T. DALE, M. A.

1.

There was a seal upon the stone,
A guard around the tomb §
The spurned and trembling band alone
Bewailed their Master's doom—
*They deemed the barriers of the grave
Had closed o’er Him who came to save,
And thoughts of ‘grief and gloom
‘W are darkening, while depressed, dismayed,
Silextthey wept, or weeping praycd.

i.

He died—Tor justice claimed her due,
Ere'guilt could be forgiven;
Bu:.soonthe gates asunder flew,
The iron bars wete riven :
Broken the seal—the guards dispersed,
tlpon their sight in glory burst
The risen Lord of Heaven !—
Yet onc—the heaviest in despair,
In grief the wildest—was not there.

1.

Returning, on cach altered brow
‘With mute surprise he gazed—
For each was lit with transport now,
Each eye to Heaven upraised.
Burst forth from all th’ ecstatic word—
« Hai), brother ! we have scen the Lord !"
Bewildered and amazed
He stood—then bitter words and brief
Betrayed the heart of unbelief,

- .

Days past—and still the frequent groan
Convulsed his laboring hreast—

‘When round him light celestial shone,
And Jesus stood confessed.

* Reach, doubter ! reach thy hand,” he said—

*Explore the wound the spear hath made,
The print by nails impressed—

No longer for the living grieve,

And be not faithless—but believe!”

V.

O, if theiris of the skies
Transcends the painter’s art,
How could he trace to human eyes
The rainbow of the heart;
‘When Joy, Love, Fear, Repentance, Shame,
Hope, Faith, in swift succession came-—
Each claiming there a part—
Each mingling in the tears that flowed—
The words they breathcd—* My Lord! My God"”

POETRY.

‘ THE RAINBOW.
GrN. ix. 13—16,

Refulgent bow, whose glories paintthe sky

‘When gathering storms obscure creation’s face,
In thy unfading form we still descry

The pledge of merey to our fallen race ;
Still ¢ in the cloud” thy radiant arch appears,

With glowing tiats illumining the gloom,
To siniles of joy transforming Nature's tears;

Thou did’st with magic toucli the the desert bloom—
‘When on the stormy scene the sunbeams play,
Gluries before unknown burst from each colour'd ray.

So has the soul, enlighten’d from above,
‘When sore alllictions overhung his way,
Secn in more vivid hues the power of love,
Than in prosperity’s unclouded day ;
Though dark at first thecheerless gloom appears,
Soon in the stroke a Father’s hand is seen;
Then filial confidence dispels his fears,
Removes his doubts, and makes his soul serene ,
Then sorrow’s tear, illumed by love Divine,
But makes its heavenly ray with seven-fold lustre
shine,

‘Whenthreatening storrs obscure the Christian’s path,
On his adversity alight shall shine;
Still mercy’s bow shall gild the clouds of wrath,
Shedding around a radiancy divine:
‘When with chastising hand the Lord shall rise,
‘When clouds and darkness make his presence
known,
The eye of faith shall pierce the gloomy skies,
And view a rainbow round about the throne ;
On every judgment love inscribed appears,
Gladdening his homeward steps along the vale of
tears.

Andwhen the last great storm shall rend the sky,
No clouds of terror shall his soul obscure :
‘Wean'd from the carth his hopes are fix’don high,
Builton a tricd foundation, firm and sure.
When every other hope and refuge fail—
‘When earth and heaven, astonished, shrink away ;
Unmov'd with fear, his joyful soul shall hail
The glorious dawn of an eternal day;
A world by sin and sorrow nevertrod ; .
‘Where ranson’d millions bow before the throne of
God,
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