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MAY, 1862.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

Some of our subscribers appear to mis-
understand the cause of the increase of
price in our paper. We are nut endeavour-
ing to make those, who do pay, pay for those
who do not. Subscribers when in arrear
for a certain period are and will continue
to be struck off our list. The price of the
paper has been increased because the for-
mer price left us every year in debt, and
did not allow us means to make the period-
ical what we wish 1o see the organ of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada become.

‘We believe we are correct in stating that
no religious periodical in this country af-
fords the same amount of reading natter
as the Preslbyterian. True, some are less
in price, but they do not give one-half (in
some cases not one-quarter) the amount of
intelligence.

We cordially thank those subscribers
who in response to our appeal have remitted
the amount of their accounts. With this
number we send out accounts to all those
still owing, repeating that the remittance
of the respective amounts will clear each
sabseriber to Dec. 31, 1862. The publisher
will rectify any error any subscriber may
point out in his account, and by payment
to the end of the year and regular remit-
tance every January for the then coming
year subscribers will save themselves from
the possibility of mistake.

Much has been done this year already,
but, if weare to clese it unfettered by
debt, our subscribers still owing must remit,
We trust this month will produce an
amount that shall relicve us of anxicty for
this year and stimulate us {0 the improve-
ment of our columns.

Although our Subscription-list has di-
minished in number by 200 names since we
changed the form and price of « The
Presbyterian,” we have been so much en-
courgged by many warm friends express-
ing their satisfaction at the improvement
that we feel determined that nothing will

be wanting on our part to make our Jour-
nal what it purports to bein its titie-page.

The present number (a double one), we
think, is & proof of this, and we intend to
continue improving both in matter and
appearance, if the Presbyteriansin Canada,
and more especially those of our own
Church, give that support which we think
the Journal ought to have. The Selections
for the present number, some of which are
written by men of eminence in our
Chureh, are worth in real value the whole
year’s subscription.

Among our contributions are several
articles in poetry and prose, wiitten by
ladies in Canada, which will compare fa-
vourably with the works of those who stand
high in the literary circles of Europe. “ A
Wreath of Canadian Wild Flowers,” we
are sure, will be interesting to many of
our readers. The lines by Miss Mary Hill,
and the verses entitled, “ A Voice from
Canada,” we consider really beautiful.

We give the 2nd chapter on the “ Ca-
tacombs of Rome,” written expressly for
“ The Presbyterian” by & minister of our
Church, and an Essay on the Scottish
Reformation by the Rev. 7 ,hn Cook, D. D,
of Quebec.

We have to thank those who have con-
tributed thus far to our columns, and trust

! they will continue their good work, and

hope their example will be followed by
others who may bave hitherto felt indif-
ferent to the cause.

Let us here repeat, what we have for-
merly stated, that the great object of the
Committee is to forward the fnterests of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland. To
do this we require all the influence of our
clergy aswellas of theleading laymen of our
Church to increase our Subscription-list,
that the paper may be widely circulated.

Nothing would be more gratifying to the
Committee, after paying the printer, than to
have it in their power to present asum of
money to Queen's College,cither in theshape
of a bursary, or in prizes for distinguished
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merit among the Studeuts, or for any other
good object.

We have so far stated what we would
like to do, and we hope the day may soon
come when we shall have this anticipated
pleasure ; but this can only be accomplished
by making our columns interesting, and
that chiefly lies with those who feel inter-
est enough in the cause to contribute to
our Journal.

By an oversight it has been omitted to
give credit to “ Good Words” for ¢ Wee
Davie,” which will be corrected in our next
number.

We omitted to state in our last number
that the eloquent Address at Markham was
delivered by the Rev. James Bain, A. M.,
of Scarboro.

Although we have named the 18th of

each month as the latest day on which we:

can receive communications for insertion in
the Journal, it would be very much more
convenient for us io have all communica-
tions in the hands of the Editor by the 10th
of each month. We should then be able to
send proofs to the writers for correciion,
and thus avoid occasional errors in the
printing.

‘We are specially indebted to our valued
correspondent at Huntingdon for two very
able articles, which we are unable to insert
in this number, owing to the accumulation
of articles received before his came to hand.
One at least will appear next month.

A fow other somewhat lengthy communi-
cations have been received, but too late to
appear in this issue.

MINISTERS' WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS
FUND.

Many of our congregations have not yet
sent in the annual collection in aid of this
important Scheme. As the books of the
Fund must be made up and closed for the
year immediately, ia order that the report
to the Synod may be prepared, we hope
that congregations. in arrear will forward
their annual collections as soon as possible,

THBE LATE DR. McGILLIVRAY.

It is with feclings of deep regret that
we anoounce the deﬁhof thispable, carnest
and hard-working minister of our Church
in Nova Scotis, where he has devoted all
his energies to the service of the Presbyte-

‘it is impossible to grant anything
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rian cause since the year 1833, when he
was settlel in his first charge at Barney’s
River. He was afterwards translated to the
congregation of McLennan's Mountain,
where he continued unti. he diéd. He
was greatly beloved by all who knew him,
and he will long be held in grateful remem-
brance by the Highlanders of Pictou
who were greatly attached to him. His
name has been widely known in all the
North Americanp Colonies, and he has been
¢* all the synods a welcome and honoured
guest. He is also well known and appre-
ciated in Scotland, and ha:, oft¢p been men-
tioned in the General Assmhly in terms of
approbation. His loss will oe wourned over
by his brethren in the ministry as well as
by the people. His remains, that have been
Iaid near the church which he fately opened
upon the highest point of McLennan’s
Mountain overlooking the extended field of
bis labours, were carried to this ro-
mantic resting, place attended by a large
crowd of people and by ministers from
every denomination, all desirous to show
their respect and affection for aman whose
love for the people, laboriousness, sincere
piety and manliness will not soon be for-
gotten,

HOME MISSION SCHEME.

Our readers are aware that exertions
have been made by the friends of the Church
to raise a sum of money for Home missions.
The Fund is in charge of the Temporalities
Board, which is clected every year by the
Synod. Out of this Fund every minister
receives £50 a year as soon as he
obtains a congregational charge. It must
be clear to every one that this payment is
a very great assistance to congregations in
paying ministers, It is therefore with

reat concern that we hear how very little
gas been done for this Fund during the
past year, and that it is in consequence
now largely in debt. 'We understand that
in future
to newly placed ministers from this sourcs,
as the Board is not able to pay even those
who are now on the roll without consider-
able difficulty. All new ministers there-
fore will bave to rely altogether upon their
congregations and will recsive nothing in
the way of an endowment, We confess
that we greatly grieve over this state of
matters, Our hope was that comgrega-
tions would liberslly contribute to such a
scheme—and in point of fact some have
done so in a spirit most craditable to their
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{iberality—but in the great majority of
cases nothing has been done at all ; and,
as & necessary result, our new ministers
must cease to enjoy the benefits which all
our ministers have enjoyed for years. We
would earpestly entreat both ministers and
congregations that have hitherto stood
aloof from this scheme and done nothing
for it to make an effort now, and so
strengthen the hands of the Board of
Managers as to enable them still to con-
tinue the bencfits of the Scheme to every
minister and congregation. The new con-
gregations arc those most in need of aid,
and it is they unfortunately who will be
the sufferers. Our wealthy and long settled
congregations surely have a duty to dis-
charge towards their less fortunate breth-
ren, and we trast that they will no longer
neglect it.

CONGREGATIONS OF BEAUBARNOIS
AND MARTINTOWN—ANNUAL REPORTS.

We have received printed copies of the
reports for the past year of the managers
and sessions of the Congregations of Beau-
harnois and Martintown. It is pleasing
to see the office-bearers of these congrega-
tions continuing this plan of giving an ac-
count of their stewardship, and we accept
their doing so as an evidence that they
fird the system works well. It is a simple
and satisfactory method of keeping a con-
gregation posted up in the kaowledge of
its own affairs, an object which we deem
of the greatest importance.

We like to think of a comgregation as
a religious corporation consisting of a
given number of members and adherents
associated together in a particular locality
for the attainment of the highest ends
affecting the well-being of the community
to which they belong. Adopting this
view of the case, we can conceive nothing
so obviously right and just as the putting of
areport of the kind now before us into the
hands of each constituent. It is an ex-
ample which the Church is too slow in
taking from the secular societies which
everywhere exist. It saves a great deal
of trouble, pzevents misunderstandings and
suspicions, and effectually removes many
of tho dicadvantages of igmorance. It
sustains & becoming interest in the condi-
tion and undertakings of the body corpo-
rate, and cannot fail to have the effect of
provoking to good works. Any member
of either of the congregations above men-
tioned must be fastidious indeed if he is
not thoroughly satisfied with the informa-
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tion be receives, and, if there be anything
to complain of, the report which is put
into his hands and the next annual meet-
iog furnish the means of demanding a
remedy.

We earnestly recommend the plan for
general adoption. The ministers of Beau-
harnois and Martintown, if applied to,
will, we are sure, be glad to furnish copies
of their. reports for the direction of others.
Were it the prevailing practice to issue
annually such reports and send copies
to all the ministers within the bounds of
the Synod for the information of their re-
spective office-bearers, we think an incal-
culable amount of good would result to
the Church at large. Printed in the same
neat manner as those before us, they could
be preserved along with the Synod Mip-
utes, and would form a most valuable
racord for reference, supplying at almost
no expense the desideratam for which it
was attempted to provide by the Synod’s
Statistical Scheme, now, we fear, fallen
through. But, whatever may be thought
of thiss uggestion, we trust that many bod-
ies of our office-bearers will soon see it
to be both their duty and interest to fur-
nish their congregations with printed re-
ports. The cost of a sufficient number
for our largest congregations—supposing
thewa to be similar to those before us (4
pages)—is only a few dollars, and we are
confident the managers who spend that
sum in this way find it to be one of their
most remunerative disbursements.

‘We are glad to notice in both reporis
now on our table many evidences of good
and prosperous msanagement in the con-
gregations from which they emanate.
There must be large hearts and willing
hands in the small congregation cf Beau-
harnois. The strength of the congrega-
tion in numbers may be learned from the
fact reported, that 124 sittings are let.
Yet $811.25 is the sumn raised for church
purposes, and there is not one cent of ar-
Tears.

Sinoe writing the abovs a report, similar
to the 2 noticed in the foregoing remarks,
has reached us from Hemmingford, from
which we are glad to learn that a marked
improvement has been effected in the ac-
tivity and support of the members of the
congregalion there, and we doubt not this
is owing in & messurce to the publication
and circulation of a like report last year.,

W
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MEETING OF SYNOD.

The time appointed for the next annual
meeting of our Supreme Ecclesiastical Court
is agaia fast coming round.

T%)e Synod meets this year in St. An-
drew’s Church, Toronto, on Wednesday,
the 28th inst.

The Committee on Business, consisting
of the Moderator and Clerk all Presbytery
Clerks, Drs. Cook, George, and Barclay,
Revs, James Bain anu K. McLennan, and
the Representative Elders from Montreal,
Brockville and Toronto, is to meet in the
same place the evening before at 7 o’clock.
Parties having new business to bring be-
fore the Syned ave required to lay their
papers before this Cummittee, and infi-
mate their intention of doing so to the
Synod Clerk 4 days beforehand.

There are or ought to be at least 200
members of Synvd—office-bearers, that is,
{)rivi]eged, ex officio, to take their seats, de-

iberate and vote. We say ought to be,
because the complement depends upon the
election of Representative Elders. If that
duty has not been attended to, the number
may be considerably less; if it has, as it
ought to bave been many months ago in
every charge vacant or not vacant, the
number is over what has Leen named.

The city of Toronto is central. Few
places are more accessible to the majority
of those who should be present. Once
upoa the journey and barring the expeuse,
which is not serivus, distance is no consid-
eration in these times of direct and spzedy
travelling. The Presbytery of Toronto is
itself responsible for the turning-out of 50
members ; the 3 Presbyteries of Hamilton,
Guelph and London, immediately to the
West, for 50 more; Kingston and Bath-
urst to the East, for the same number;
and, if there were a determination to mus-
ter in fifties, we do not suppose the 8 most
distant Presbyteries, Glengary, Montreal
and Quebec, would fail in their contingent.

The business will be important enough
to ensure a large attendance, provided a
becoming interest .is felt in it. Reports
will, as usuai, be submitted on the various
Schemes of the Church—the Temporali-
ties Fund, including our great Home Mis-
sion effort, the Ministers’ Widows' and
Orphans’ Fund, the French Mission, Jew-
ish Mission, Orphanage and Bursary
Schemes, Queen's College,Sabbath Schools,
Sabbath Observance, and Church Prop-
erty, will also engage attention. Then
doubtless we shall” have some Overtures,
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the enactment of that. Who ever heard
of a meeting of Synod without Overtures?
Does every body think it impossible, any
body undesirable to have such a meeting?
We hearalso that grave causes, coming uy
by appeal from Presbyteries, will be sub-
mitted for final adjudication. To name
these things is to say enough to indicate
the importance of the business to be de-
spatched. We only add that, if we find
the ensuing meeting unimportant it wil)
be & discovery we have not made in re
spect to any of its predecessors we have had
the pleasure and honour of attending.
The meeting over, the work done, the
members dispersed, we have always left
for home with the conviction *hat, however
keen the discussions, however improper
the temper at times displayed, however
contraryto our views thedeliverances giver,
good has been done, we ourselves hav
been participators of the good.

But the interest taken in the affairs of
the Church is not always proportionate t.
their importance. The sense of respons-
bility is not in the ratio of its proper ser-
iousness. Shall we this year have a re
petition of what happened two years ag.
at Kingston, the most central and conve
nient place of meeting in all the Provinc,
when of 96 ministers and 82 elders—i
all 178 members—only 62 ministers ar.
29 elders, in all 91 members, were presen
—just 2 or 3 more than Aalf the whole
membership ; or a repetition of what hap-
pened last year at Quebgc, the attraction
of which were supposed to have & peculia
charm alike for those who had been and
those who had never been to that singu
larly interesting and most picturesquels
sitnated capital—when, of 99 ministes
and 89 elders on the Roll, only 52 o
the former and 18 of the latter, a fev
more than one third of the whole, wer
present. If a proper sense of interest and
responsibility existed in the hearts of o
office-bearers, there was every reason fors
full muster of members last year. It mus
have been known that the question o
Union—a life-and-death question-as many
scem to view it—was coming up, anf
surely that of itself was sufficiert to ra's
the forces for and against. Yet what »
the fact? Only 49 votes were told upon th*
division on that question. The conclusior
is inevitable. There are office-bearer,
preaching and ruling clders, whose specid
duty it is to superintend and encoursgt
the upbnilding of our ecclesiastical edifi.

praying for the alteration of this law or | who may be glad enough to see its walk
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vise and its borders extend, But will they
touch the materials with one of their
fingers or stimulate the workmen by their
presence ? Not they. The time is not yet
‘when that which is one of the most hon-
iourable and which may be made one of
Hhe most vseful offices to which a man
fean aspire, is valued, desired and honour-
ted as it ought to be.

L W aro always surprised at the small
wttendance of Elders. There is no want

f intelligence amongst them. Why this
glack of spirit, this withholding of their
wountenance, this disloyalty to the Church
fand the Church’s Head ?

We have heard some of these worthies
Fay— wearc of nouse: we cannot speak.”
tis not the man who speaks on every
‘question, and perhaps six times on the
"}ame question, that is either the most in-
pential or the most useful member of
Lourt. The calm reflection, tne honest
'ionc]usion, the deliberate vote, without a
@word to recommend it—this does the
Fork, settles great questions, guwides the
$hip in her course.

*§ We have heard others say,—* The place

nd time of mesting are inconvenient.” Let
*:gver_v member attend the ensuing meeting
And say what place and what time suit
Jest, for any error on this point. Those
“#ho arc absent are more to blame than
Fhose who attend.

Others tell us they purposed to attend
‘he Synod but were prevented by unfore-
een circumstances, Those who cannot
‘gttend should resign in favour of those
‘Bho can, and it would be well for the Syn-
%to provide for this transference of of-

Fee down to the very latest period before
e meeting of Synod as was attempted in
2 Bill recently rejected.

;4 Many vacant congregations are actually
Risfranchised, no Reprosentutive Elders
Feing elected. Whatever may be the law
4 practice of the Church of Scotland in
»‘%gard to these, we have no law upon the
Abject, and the practice is certzinly bad.
-J'e think the Synod would do well to leg-
“Shate on this point too as well as on some
$thers which ought not to be left uncertain
4 implied but clearly and fully defined.
S. S.

OUR SABBATH SCHOOLS.

No intelligent reader of The Presby-
’%ﬂan and no true friend of the Church of
Beotland will deemr our Ssbbath Schools
Jn¥orthy of a prominent place in these
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columns. With the growth of the Church
their progress has kept pace, and few of
our ministers are not ready to admit that
the labour bestowed upon them has been
richly rewarded.

One means of advancing the usefulness
of the Sabbath Schools and of enlisting
the sympathy and aid of each congrega-
tion in its behalf has been found so suc-
cessful that we devote a few lines to advo-
cate its adoption wherever local circum-
stances permit. We refer to the annual
Sabbath School Sermon delivered in many
of our churches. It is not an uncommon
remark that the vast majority of sermons
are above the comprehension of children,
are rather strong meat for the parents than
milk for the babes. Indeed the character
of pulpit discourses could not be otherwise,
and the minister who lowered his style to
the level of children's comprehension would
hardly be able at the same time to interest
and benefit his more mature hearers. But
one sermon in the year may well be devo-
ted to the special benefit of the lambs of
the flock, and the knowledge that it is in-
tended for them will not fail to fix the
children’s attention, and to render them
more susceptible to Divine truth thus pre-
sented 1n a simple and more attractive
form.

Another benefit likely to result from
such a sermon is the opportunity it affords
to enforce right views of the Sabbath
School. It must be readily admitted by
all who have devoted attention to this im-
portant subject that some parents err in
entrusting too much to Sabbath School
instruction, and are led to relax their own
efforts to communicate religious know-
ledge. Such an error is assuredly most
deeply to be deplored where it does exist,
and well may it be exposed and correction
sirongly urged. The fault however lies
not in the Sabbath School but at homa,
and no opportunity could be better adapted
to inculcate family instruction than in the
course of the Sabbath School Sermon. We
are assured however that few religious
parents will so fr commit to any Sabbath
School teachers, however capable, the
solemn duty which was laid upon them at
baptism, but that they will be aided in
their own fireside training by the system-
atic instruction and sacred influences of
the Sabbath School. Where parents ne-

lect this duty and plead the Sabbath
School as the excuse, it may be doubted if
the absence of such an iwstitution would
render them more faithful, Upon all
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such the earnest remonstrancs from the
pulpit would fall with increased weight
when delivered in course of a sermon of
the nature referred to.

The opportunity will also prove most
seasonable for pointing out the advantages
of Sabbath School instruction, and of rec-
ommending parents to send their children.
The pastoral visits of the minister to each
family are doubtless the most effectual
means for recruiting his school, but these
must necessarily be at distant intervals, es-
pecially in our larger congregations. The
Annual Sermon will probably be heard by
the great ma,ority of parents, and prove
to them, scar.ely less than to their children,
an occasior. of much interest and profit.

The lasv argument which we would urge
in favor of a special sermon is the favour-
able opportunity which it affords of calling
forth liberality on the part of the congrega-
tion. Sabbath Schools entail more or less
expense, and this often presses heavily upon
their supporters. A good library is an es-
sential requisite, annual additions of judi-
ciously selected books being very desirable.
The Juvenile Presbyterian may also with
very great advantage be distributed, afford-
ing, asit does, much valuable information in
regard to the Orphanage Scheme of our
Church, and thus aiding to train-up our
youth in habits of Christian lberality to
the cause of Missions, which will yield good
fruit in riper years. The Children's Paper
and other excellent publications of a similar
kind are also distributed with profit in many
schools. These expenses will be greatly
lightened by a cullection on the oceasion of
the Annual Sermon, and few parents will
grudge their contribution to objects so in-
timately connected with the well-being of
their children.

The subject is one which will commend
itself to the favorable consideration of every
minister, and we belicve its advantages will
be found to exceed all that we have urged
in its favor. P.

THE UNIVERSITY QUESTION.

It is matter of much satisfaction tl.at
all parties have now acquiesced in a scheme
of reform. As might be expected, the
University of Toronto was the last party
to yield to the mnecassities of the case, but
now the Senate has without a dissenting
voice concurred in the movement. It has
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the higher education of the country it
necessary that affiliation shonld be a rea
ity and not, as at present, a mere name,
Twe great objects are contemplated in the
reform which has now beer assented t;
The first is to prevent the multiplication
of small colleges, and the monopolizing +
education by one denomination. At presen
there is no barrier to the establishment »
new colleges. Any party may obtain,
chartor, howaever inadequate the staff ma
be,and, as soon as a college is stasted, a clair
is at once made for a parliamentary grav
and, if the particular denomination wit
which such institutions are connecteawiels
political power, there is no limit to the &
actions they force upon government. Th
present system is one that is fatally opa
to the machinations of popery. The pn
Jjected reform contemplates the erections
a barries that will cffectually resist t
present encroachments of popery, and ¢
the same time avert the calamity—whix
has befallen the United States—of innume;
able small colleges in which the edud
tional strength of the nation is dissipat
and lost. As the new University will e
brace all the denominations in the countr
it will have a stability which the Uniw
sity of Toronto, representing a small fry]
tion of the community, could not hav
Five separate colleges will be embracel 5
this University, aud it will be the inter
of this body to prevent the incorporat
of any institution whith does not comes

to a given standard. No college can 1+

degrees or be aided by government, whi

does not belong to this association.

will be the function of the University, %

of the Governor in Couneil, to say ks

colleges should be affiliated. Tbis Ut

versity will form a monopoly, but a mong

oly which cmbraces all classes and der

inations in the country. As all deny

inations will be fairly represented,

is no probability that the popish elenz

can gain an undue ascendency. ]

All former attempts at reform haveis

ed in consequence of the supposed nex

sity that each college must give-up?

own indcpendence and merge its indiv

uality in the University of Toronto. T

scheme which has now received the 2w

of all parties requires no such <acnt

Each college retains its independenre, &

the University is simply an associatiar

assented to the principle that the affi-
liate colleges, as well as University Col-
lege, are entitled to support from public
sources ; and that for the promotion of

colleges on equal terms. The Univers
will not be a Building but a Board, wh
may meet anywhere, and in this e
cach college will be cqually represert
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The students will be examined and receive
degrees at their own colleges, The fune-
tion of the Board will consist in the secur-
ing of an equal standard of education by
requiring an adequate staff of professors, a
preseribed curricalum and a common ex-
amination. The various Uhniversities do
not require to give-up their charters or
keep them in abeyance. They have only
to agree to exercise their powers in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the
common Board. They must agree, for ex-
ample, to refuse a degree to a student who
has not attended college a prescribed num-
ber of years, or who has not submitted to
the prescribed examinations, and no col-
Jege outside of this association will have
nower to confer degrees or have a right to
ipublic support. This plan will effectually
Scheck the present tendency to dissipate
%our educational means on a host of petty

b

gostitutions. It may be argued that the
%5 colleges, forming this association, are
%’Ob small for the vast territory and in-
freasing population of Canada, but then
#hese colleges so fairly represent the mass
f the population, and are so conveniently
Jocated, that in all probability they will
joeet the wants of the country for genera-
gtions to come. University College, though
guonopolizing the educational endowment,
%s one of the smaller colleges. The annual
Sumber of graduates is §, which is only
Bbout } of the graduates of Queen’s Col-
gege ; and the number of graduates is the
Brue test of the efficiency of a University.
At was not {o be supposed that the coun-
9ry should long submiit to such an injus-
Hice as that a college doing but a small
part of the work should get all the endow-
Sment, and that those colleges bearing the
Zhief burden of the labour should receive
Wothing. The University of Toronto has
gt last recognized this injustice and as-
Sented to the principle that the other col.
eges are entitled to a fair shars of publie
Hupport. It is not easy to estimats the
dvantages that will accrue to Canada if
Z2he projected reform be carried out by
#Parlament. The standard of education
Zwill be at once elevated and all the denom-
Juations and professions must ultimatel

=experience the beneficial influence of suc

% change,

P, 8.—At page 154, 20d column, surru-
ixcenia has been printed instead of Sarrace-
Na.
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QUEEN'S COLLEGE BURSARY FUND.

Congregational collections and donations,1862:
St. Andrew’s Church, Perth $24.00; Kingston
$45.00; Guelph $22.00; Ottawa $30.00 ; Fer-
gus $10.65; Valcartier $3.00 ; Cornwall $40
Hamilton $44.05; John Weatkins, Esq., dona-
tion $60.00; additional $80.00;=%$358.70.

W.IRELAND, Sec. & Treas.

Kingston, April, 1862.

SYNODICAL HOME MISSION FUND.

John Greenshields, annual subscription..$100
Thomas Paton, 3rd instalment on $600.. 120

William Stephen, 1st & 2d “ on 200.. 80
Arch. Fergusen, 2d “ on 200.. 40
William Darling, 2d £3d * on 150.. 60
Jas. S. Hunter, 24 % en 100.. 20
William R. Croil, 3d © on 100.. 20

$440

THOS. PATON, Treasurer.
29th March, 1862.

MINISTERS WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS

FUND.

Congregational Collections:

March 26.~Darlington, per Rev. J. H.
MCEerras.ceceseenccas . $12 00
Bayfield and Vazna, per Mr.

€« 31

Alex. Cameronesesees.. 12 00

April 1 Huntly, per Rev. Jas. Sin-
claifeveenaanne teeeans 5 00

“ ¢ Chathamard Grenville, per
Rev. Jas. Black........ 500

« 4 Matilda, per Rev. Thomas
Scott ievenscroencseses 400

¢ 9 North Dorchester, per Rev.
W. McEwen.ieeensesss 600

¢« 11 Huntingdon, per Rev. A.
Wallaceeseeceenoennas 5 05

« « McNab and Horton, per Rev.
Geo. Thomson ......... 13 30

« 14 Stirling, per Rev. A. Bu-
[1):7:1 . YA veees 15 00

¢ 18 Pointe 8t. Charles, per
Rev. William Darrach.. 9 59

¢ 19 Beechridge, per Rev. John
McDopald.voenieenenns 9 0L

“ 22 Dundee, per Rev. Jobn
CAmerON «ovnneennnsaan 12 00

Scarboro’, Rev. Jas. Bain,
AM. iieniiiiniiaen .. 1400

JOHN GREENSHIELDS, Treasurer.
Montreal, April, 1862.

THE FRENCH MISSION FUND.

Congregational Collections :

March 26.~Per Rev. L. Barldon, a do-
nation cevev-s veseascase
April 10 Per Rev. J. H. Bortbwick,

$500

Oantley and Chelsea.... 3 45
& 12 Per Rev. Jas. Bvans, Litea-

field coveeecnnneeann 5 00
#  u  Per Rev. W. C. Olark, Mid-

dleville and Dslhousie... 5 00
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« 17 Per Rev. W. C. Clark, in
addition, Middleville and
Dalhousié ..ceeveveneese 1 00
# 13 Per Rev. D. Shanks, Val-
cartier .eeveceenrosaiee 225
« 15 Per Rev. Jas. Douglas, Pe-
terbore’ c.eeee civiooes 10 00
« « Per Rev. Wm. Barr, Wa-
wanosh voeeveeoneeeaes 200
u “ Per Rev. Wm. Simpson,
Lachine............. .. 10 00
¢ 20 Receiveda Donation from a
Friend.....ccoiiiveeee 300
“ 21 Per J. M. Ross, Esq., St.
Paul's Church, Montreal, 76 20
% 22 Per Rev. Alex. Spence, Ot~

L1: ) 7 S T P .« 2500

“ “ Per Rev. J. Campbell,
Brock.....coceveieee. 300

u % Per Rev. J. Mair, Martin-
tOWN cvvveeivienncaase T 00

u % Per Rev. P. Watson, Wil-
liamstown ...,......... 11 00

“ ‘“ Per Rev. G D. Ferguson,

L'Orignal and Hawkes-
BUry...ceoiiieeniiiees 900
S177 90

ARCH. FERGUSON, Treaswrer.
Montreal, 23rd April, 1862.

Lectore oN AstroNoxy.—The Rev. Princi-
val Leitch delivered the second and last public
lecture for the season in connection with the
Observatory Trust Deed on Friday night. It
was an interesting indication to see the City
Hall crowded to excess, numbers being com-
pelled to stand, and many to go away without
being able to obtain admission. Such eager
attendance at a scientific lecture is very un-
usual : though it must be confessed the lectures
are rendered very attractive by the exhibition
of the magic lantern apparatus angd other illus-
trations and experiments. A very full synopsis
of this lecture will appear in a subsequent issue.
Kingston News.

CoONGREGATION OF PICKERING.

We learn with much pleasure that this con-
gregation has within the past few months pre-
scated to their pastor, the Rev. W. R. Ross, at
one time a handsome buggy and on a subse-
quent occasion a most comfortable cutter.
This circumstance cannot fail to be a source of
encouragement to the minister, who was in-
ducted into the charge only a year ago, as
showing that his lot is cast among a people
who testify by tangible and substantial tokens
that his labours among them are appreciated.
It is also very creditable to the people and
proves that they understand the force and are
prepared to act upon the suggestions of that
golden rule laid down by the Apostle: “Let
him that is taught in the word communicate
unto him that teacheth in all good things.”
We trust that more of our congregations will
take frequent opportunities of making it dis-
tinctly undesstood w7 all that the 6th verse
of the 6th chapter of Paul's Epistle to the
Galatians i3 in their Bibles—that they have
studied it~—and mean to practisc it.

InpucTION AT ORMSTOWN.—On Wednesday,dth
March, the Presbytery of Montreal in connec.
tion with the Church of Scotland met in the
Church at Ormstown for the perpose of induet.
ing the Rev. James Sieveright, B.A., into the
pastoral charge of that congregation. The
Rev. Alex, Wallace, of Huntingdon, preachej
an appropriate sermon from 2 Corin. vi. )
The Rev. John Cameron, of Dundee, bricfy

arrated the steps that had been taken by th

resbytety to fill the vacancy, and Mr. Sieve
right, having given satisfactory answers to the
questions required to be put to intrants on ther
ordination or induction, was thereupon, in ths
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King an!
Head of the Church, solemnly inducted to tn
pastoral charge of that congregation. Th
Rev. Wm. Masson, Moderator of the Presbytery
thereafter suitably addressed the minister ang
people on their respective duties. Mr. Sieve
right’s reception has been a very cordial one;
and much good may be augured from the ven

harmonious and gratifying proceedings wi
nessed on the occasion. The congregation y|
a large one, and, although long vacant, is st

in a flourishing state.—Huntingdon Herald.

OrDINATION AT CLARKE.

On the last day of the present year M
James S. Mullen was ordained to the office ¢
the Holy Ministry and inducted into the pa
toral charge of the Congregation of Clarke
This congregation had previously to this be
vacant since last summer, when the Rev. Sao.
uel Porter, the former incumbent, re ired i
consequence of ill health, - /The ordination se
vices took place in the neat little charch s,
Newtonville, recently buHt, in presence «f,
large avd respectable body of worshippen
The Rev. William Johnsca, minister of Ligé
say, presided and preached an appropriate d
course from Psalm cxxyi: 6: * He that goey
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, sba
doubtless come again with rejoicing, briaguy
hig sheaves with him.” After sermon the usa
solemritics connected with the rite of ordins
tion to the ministerial office were gone througt
Thereafter Mr. Jobnson suitably address
the minister and the Rev. W. R. Ross, ¢
Pickering, the people on their respectin
duties. The congregation, as they retired irez
the build.ag, embraced the opportunity, affor
ed to them, of giving a cordial welcome &
their young minister.

Mr. Mullen was educated at the Universiy,
of Queen's College, Kingston, and thus adé
another to the large number of s"udents, traix
cd at the Divinity Hall of this _niversity, oo
labouring in the work of the ministry. W
believe that of the 24 ministers composit
the large and efficient Presbytery of Torontt
eleven received their collegiate education &
the balls of this Institation. This fact ¢
itself is sufficient to show the vast benefit ¢
this School of the Prophets to the Churct
The call given to Mr. Muller to become pasts
of the charge of Clarke was harmonious s&!
cordial. A fine field of usefuluess now liesbt
fore him ; and from the energy and zeal wil
which he is already applying himself to ti
arduous and important duties of his new sphen
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we augur well for his efficiency and accepta-
bleness as a workman in the Lord’s vineyard
« that needeth not to be ashamed.”

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, GALT.

OspiNatioN oF THE Rev. Mr. Camp-
peLL—7The Presbytery of Guelph met on
the 10th April in St. Andrew’s Church
here for the ordination ofthe Rev. Robert
Campbell, Preacher of the Gospel. The
Presbytery was represented by Mr. Whyte,
Moderator; Messrs.Thom, McDowell, Hoge
and Hay, Ministers; and Messrs. McRae,
Rintoul and other Elders.

The day being fine,. the church was
filled with a very respectable audience.
The Edict baving been returned duly
signel, it was unanimously resolved to
proceed with the solemn business of the
day.

ilfter the usnal Proclamation had been

made, and no objection to the settlement
bad been offered, Mr. Whyte proceeded to
the pulpit and preacked a very suitable
and interesting discourse from Psalm 40th,
17th verse, “I am poor and needy, yet the
Lord thinketh on me.”  After Divine Ser-
-vice Mr. Whyte detailed the steps taken to
fill the vacancy, whereupon the g’loderator,
after solemn prayer to Almighty God, in
name and by authority of the Presbytery
of Guelph admitted Mr. Campbell to be
Minister of the Church and Congregation
of Galt ; and the brethren present gave him
the right hand of fellowship.  Mr. Thom
addressed the young minister in admirable
terms ; and Mr. Hogg gave a very appro-
priate exhortation to the people. M.
Camplell’s name was ordered to be added
to tue roll of the Presbytery; and the
congregation, as they retired from the
church, gave their newly almitted Minis-
ter a cordial welcome.
Mr. Campbell was for 4 years Head
Master of the Preparatory School of Queen’s
EColleg«g, Kingston. An excellent scholar,
;an acceptable preacher,as well as of popular
talents,—this settlement promises to be a
very successful and harmonious one.

Tap County Anp CoLLEGE GRAMMAR ScHOOL.
Wohave previously announced that the propara-
tory School in connection with Queen's College
has coalesced with the County Grammar School
EUnder the direction of a staff of teachers the
;combined Institution commenced its education-
jallabors on Wednesdry last with very favour-
Able prospects, indeed. There are 95 pupils
§n attendance, mostly youth, of the city.
E a very short time, we imagine, this academy

ill become in reality a county institution and
tiract scholai3 from all parts of the district of
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which it is the centre., There are 5 compe-
tent teachers attached to this Grammar School
Mr. John May, M.A., lately Head Mastier of the
College Preparatory School, is the Classical
Master ; Mr Thomas Gordon, lately Head Mas-
ter of Johnson Street School, ia Mathematical
Master ;and Duncan McDonald, formerly assist-
ant Master at the Preparatory School, is the
English Master. Mr. Charles A. Tanner and
Mr. Light are respectively the supplementary
Esz}cbers of French and Drawing.—Kingston
ews.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

ScuoLarsHIP ExAMINATION. —The examination
for Scholarships tuok place last week at the
County Grammar School. Ten scholarships
of $60 each were offered by the University of
Queen's College to boys from tbe Common
Schools of the city, who might desire ‘o prepare
themselves for & University course by entering
the Grammar School. The examinations were
conducted in presence of many influential friends
of education in the city; among them Thos.
Kirkpatrick, Esq., Wm. Ford, the Rev. Principal
Leitch, Professors Weir, Lawson, Mowat and
Lavell of Queen's College. Principal Leitch and
Professor Weir conducted the examinations,
the questions and answers being mostly written
ones upon the principle of marks or points in
each subject of examination, the mode adopt
ed in England in the civil service examinations.
Out of 22 candidates the following 10 boys
were successful and are here mentioned
in their order of merit:—J. Burgess, J. Mat-
thews, J. A. McDowell, C. E. McIniyre, W. H.
Fuller,Thomas Alexander, John Orr, John Far-
things, R. Crawford and Thomas Butler. To
the 11th in point of merit, T. W, Hugo, a
scholarship of $30 was subscribed by Mr. Kirk-
partrick and Mr Ford, to which the name of
“Chairman’s Scholarship” +vas given. It is to
be remarked that these 11 boys were all
from Johnsor Street School. Mr. Ford distrib-
uted the awards, and he and other gentlemen
present made congratulatory and appropriate
remarks before the proceedings terminated.

Tue CaupersiL ScuoLarsuie, QUesy's COLLEGE.
The following are the conditions in full of
the Scholarship founded by the Hon. A. Camp-
bell, and to which reference was made in the
Murch issue of the Presbyferian. It will serve
as an excellent model for any friend of Queen’s
College who wishes to connect the Grammar
School education of the country with that in-

stitution :
1. The annual value of the Scholarship shall

be

II. It shall be held for one year only, which
year shall be the 1st of the curricu-
lum at Queen’s College.

111 The Scholarshipshall be held in rotation
by a pupil from ono of the 3 Grammar
Schools in Cataraqui Division and in
the following order, viz. The New-
burgh Grammar School, the Bath
Grammar School, the Kingston
County Grammar School.

IV. The Scholarship shall be open to any
pupil who has been in the Grammar
School for one year or upwards.



V. Candidates for the Scholarship shall be
examined in the Grammar School at
one of the regular ¢xaminations by
the Head Master of the Grammar
School and an examiner appointed
by Queen’s College ; the examination
may be written or oral, or both, as the
examiners may deem proper.

V1. The subjects of the examination shall be
those of the Matriculation Examina-
tion of Queen’s College.

VII. The Scholarship shall not be awarded
by the examiners if, in their opinion,
none of the candidates bave acauitted
themselves satisfactorily.

VIII. In the event of the examiners reporting
to Queen's College that no candidate
has entitled himself to the scholarship,
the same sball be for that year at the
disposal of the Senate of Queen’s Col-
lege, to be by them giten to the most
descrving freshman of the year, other
things being cqeal, & student bearing
the name of  Campbell” shall be
preferred.

UNIVERSITY OF QUEBNS COLLEGE.
GRADUATION IN MEDICINE.

_ Tbe 27th March last wns the time appointed
for conferring the degree of Doctor of Medicine
upon those students of Queen’s College who
bad passed the requisite cxaminations. The
proceedings were conducted in the Convoca-
tion Hall, which apartment =as crowded o
excess by spectators who manifested & more
than ususl interest in the ceremonies of the
occasion.

The Rev. Dr. Leitch, Principel of the College
and President of the Medical Facalty, occupied
the chrir. He was supported on the platform
by Prof. John R.Dickson, M.D., Vice President
of the Mcdical Paculty, Prof. H. Yates, M.D,,
Prof. M. Lavell, M.D., Prof. F. Fowler, N.D.,,
Prof. Lawson, Ph. D.; Secretary to the Medical
Faculty, Octavics Yates, M.D., Examiner in
Anatomy. Among others on the platform
there were the Rev. Mr. Bartiett, Sheriff Corbett,
Dr. John Mair, Dr. Corbett, Sist Regt., Dr.
Duyais, Odessa, Dr. O'Reiliy, Ottaws, Dr. Thir-
kell, Gananoque, &c.

. The Rev. Priacipal commenced the proceed-
irgs by engaging in prayer, ‘afler which, the
Sccretary calling out the names, he conferred
upoan the following gentlemen the

DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF MEDICISE.

William Anderson Black, Port Hope, C. .

Patick Kelly Branigan, Rirgston-

Theodare F. Chambeslain, Farmersville, 0.W.

Bamnabas W. Dar, Kisgston.

Darvid Hamilton, Kingston.

Absalemn Houghton Jokusean, Kiagsion.

Jokn Dicksen Kellock, Perth, C. W., (with
honours).

Axdrew Mackenzie.

AiexanderJoha McPberwon, Lancaster,C. W.

Rotert Wyatt Meadows, L.R.CS.E., 62nd
Degiment, Kingston.

Heonry Ekinner, Kingsion.

H. Spencer, Trenton, C.W.

Wilson Irwin Switzes, Camden, C.W.
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Robert Thibodo, Kingston.

Y.obert Tracy, Kingston.

Daniel Young,

The following candidates were mentioned s,
having passed the necessary examinations t¢
qualify for the degree of M.D., which will
conferred on their reaching the required age
31 years.

J. A. Macdorell, Portsmouth.

Aundrew }oore, Kingston.

James Nicoll, Perth, C.W.

The following were announced as havinp
passed the Primary Examination in Medicine

Archibald Aylsworth, Kingston,

James Beckett, John Brigham, John L. Bras
William F. Coleman, Alex. F. C. Come,
Thomas Makins Fenwick, Edward G. Ferguse:
R. B. Ferguson, Isaec F. Ingersoll, Chambe~
lain Irwin, Robert Kincsid, James McCammor
Thomas F. MclLean, Joseph B. Ruttan, Thoms:
Sulliven, Borace P. Yeomans.

The Principal then delivered his parting 22
dress to the graduates and undergraduates o
the close of the Medical Session. At the te
mination of which the assemblage engaged i
singing a hymn and was dismissed with & beze
diction by the Principal.

SOIREE AND PRESENTATION IN «ST.
PAUL'S,” MONTREAL.

A large and influential meeting wx
held in St. Paul’s Church on the evenir;
of Wednesday, the 26th March, ¢ to cult
vate the social principle ™ —to bring th
members of the congregation togethor i
friendly intercourse—to make al: the crr
gregation, as it were, more personal
acquainted one with another, all:d in th
way to induce a greater interest in th
spiritual and temporal- welfare of exd
other. The meeting washeld in the Churd
the Rev. Mr. Snodgrass in the chair, su

was opened by the choir aud congregatic
singing the 100th Psalm. The Rer. Mt

Inglis, assistant to Dr. Mathieson in &
| Andrew’s Charch, then offered up prave
¢ after which the Rev. Mr. Snodgrass gav 1
very interesting address apon the ex,
history of the Church and congregatwi
beginning with the Rev. Edward Rlat
D.D,, the founder, and those who ack
! with him—the Rev. gentleman regmity
| that 8o very few of those old standa:
| bearers were left among vs—and tram;
! the history through the incambency of £
| Rev. Robert McGill, D.D,, down to &
i prevent time.  The choir and congregatn
| then sung the 2nd Paraphrase, after whid
| the Chairman called on the Rev. Wz
; Taylor, D. D., of the Canada Presir
‘teﬁan Church i uchetidre Stres
[tc address the meeting, which &
.did in a very cloquent and impressh
manner.  The Rev. gentleman alluded *
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feeling terms to the very pleasant and
friendly intercourse which had united him
to the two former ministers of ¢ St. Paul’s,”
who bad now gone to their rest, both of |
whom he knew well ; and he spoke in most !
affectionate terms of the late Dr. McGill, i
with whom he had much brotherly union .
and sympathy. He encouraged the con- |
grciatiou to keep well together, and to |
work cordially and harmoniously in Chris- |
tian enterprises of every kind. The choir !
and congregation then sang the 23d Psalm, |
and then the whole assembly retired to

the lecture-room in the basement story, ‘
where the ladies bad provided ample re- |
freshments of tea, coffee, cake and fruit. |
A very agreeable meeting was held here, |
and the good things provided were dis-
cussed for abiout an hour, when a resolation |
was adopted in favour of repeating such

meetings, and the assembly was dismissed !
with the benediction after a doxology had |
been sung. i

In the course of the evening and short- |
ly before the mecting the ladics of the .
congregation presented the Rev. Mr. Snod-
grass with a handsome pulpit gown, as s |
token of their regard. 1

We greatly approve of thess social |
meetings, believing that they help to bind |
the people together and to cement those |
ties which should unite minister, clders
and people in one company, all feeling
and caring for cach other.

On the fllowing cvening the annual
soirée of the Sabbath School children was
held in the same place and wss largely
attended by scholars, teachers and friends. |

COQMMISSION OF SYNOD.

A meetiag of this Reverend Court was held,
in accordarce with the appoiatment of Syned, |
in St Andrew’s Charch, Toronto, on Wednes-
day the 10th day of Febraary, and was consti-
tuted with prayer.

There were present tbe followiag ministers
aad clders, who had been memtbess of Synod
atits Iast annual moeting, viz: Dr. Barclay,
Messts. Tawse, Lewis, Campbell (Nottawasa-
ga), David Watson, Mackerras, Gordon, James ’
Ealm, Campbell (Brock), Porter, Mackie, Doan- |
21d Ross and Stolt, ministers; Mr. Archibald |
Batker (Mackham), clder.

Dr. Barclay was unanimously elecied modes |
nator, and Mr. Mackerras appoiated o act as !
ek, J

The moderator referred to the sad bereave-
Dent with which, in the providence of God,
¢ Qaeen bed receatly beea visited ; and sug-
gestad the propricty of the Commission of Syned |
wenting o ber Majesty an address of con- !
<eleace nnder her present severe alliction. Ia |
L mgpestion e Commission ananimondy !

concurred ; Dr. Barclay then produced a draft
address, drawn up in his usual felicitous style,
of which the following is a copy :—

“Uato 788 QrzEx's MosT ExceLLest Maszsty.

 Most Gracious Sovereign,—We, your Ma-
# jeaty’s loyal subjects, the ministers and elders
‘ of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in
 connection with the Church of Scotland,
“ now assembled in Commission of Synod at
« Toronto, beg leave to approach your Majesty
* with the expression of our Leartfelt sorrow
¢ at the sad affliction with which it has pleased
 Almighty God to visit you in the removal
% by death of H. R. H. the late Prince Con-
[£9 soﬂ."

“ Into the privacy of domestic grief within
* the Royal Palace we would not venture to
¢ intrude. But we cannot refrain, in view of
 all the circumstances of this sad event, from
* hegging permission to express our sympathy
*f with our beloved Queen, who, after so hriet an
¢ interval, has been called in the providence of
# God 10 sorrow under another berenvement.”

“ Even under the shadow of this great afflic-
i tion, which has befallen your Majesty, there
‘t is a melancholy satisfaction in knowing that
* the great and good Prince, thas taken away
¢ in the mid-time of his days, had dignified
“ and adorned the high position he occupied
* near the Throne by the duc appreciation
* and faithful discharge of the duties and re-
¥ gponsibilities of his exalted station: that, en-
 dowed with many excellent qualities both of

| ¢ kead and of heart, he has left behind him o

¥ name that shall long be held in honored re-
 membrance for the example which he so con-

' sistentiy set of public spirit and of private

¥ virtne ; and that he had endesred himself to
# the whole British nation by the interest he
% ever took in whatever tended to promote
# vour Majests’s happiness, and to advance
% the material, the intellectusl, the moral, and
 the social well-being of the people at large.”

* Great 88 Four Majesty’s personal loss must
% be in thisevent, which has awakened so pain-
“ ful an interest in the breasts of all vour Ma-
# jesty's loyal subjects, we ¥et feel assured
 that, whilst ¢ hearing the rod and who hath
* appoinied it} your Majesty will find comfort
* in the midst of yoar affliction from the pres-
4 cace and sustrining power of God, whoe
# icaugeth all thiogs to work together for
3 good to them that fove Him ™

# Relieving thas, “although no chastening
% for the present seemeth o be jozous but
& grivvons, nevertheless afterward it vieldeth
% the penocable frait of righilconsness untlo
@ themn that ate exercised therchy,” we com-
% mend yoar Majesty and your Royal offspring
“ to the God of the Widow and the Father-
(¢4 ]m”

“ That Ho whais ¢ the Refage and Strength
# of Wis people, a present hielp in trondle” may,
“in this Ume of need, sasizin and comiort
< vour MNajesty and those near and dear to
# 7ou, who xre mote nmedistely sharers with
“yon in this great tixl; that F . wenid £
“ yoar beart with all grace and comeclation ;
tand that He would finally prepare 3o@ for
#ithe Crown of Glory that fadeth oot away,
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“ and for the blessed inheritance of Eternal
< Life"
1s our fervent prayer.”

This address, having been read, was unani-
mously adopted. The clerk was instructed to
have it engrossed, signed on behalf of the
Commission of Synod by the moderator, and
transmitted through the proper channel to be
laid at the foot of*the Throne.

The only other business that came before
the Court was the consideration of a memorial,
subscribed by the minister and members of the
Building Committeo of the Congregation of
Huntingdon, to the Colonial Committee of the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotlaund, !

making application for aid in the erection of
their new church. Accompanying this memo-
rial was an extract minute of the Presbytery
of Montreal, recommending the same to the
favorable consideration of tae Comumittee,
which was also read. Several members of the
Commission cxpressed themselves strongly ia
opposition to the general principle of such

spplications; and, it appearing that this view !

was likely to prevail if the question of approval
were put, the moderator suggested the pro-
priety of the matter being reserved for the de-
<ision of the Synod itself on the ground that,
the present meeting of Commission being com-
posed entirely of members from the immediate
neighbourhood, it scemed reasonable that ina
matter of this kind the petitioners should be
permitted to have their case disposed of by the
supreme Court of the Church; especially as
the Presbytery of Moutreal, to which they be-
long, had so strongly recommended it. The
petition and relative papers were accordingly
laid on the table to await the action of tbe
Synod in the matter.

No other business having been brought for-
ward, the Commission adjourned sinc die, and
¥as closed with prayer.

Presoyrery oF Toroxto.

This Presbytery held its winter quarterly
weeting in St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto, on
Tucsday and Wednesday, the 1Sth and 19th
February last. The attendance of ministers
and clders was not so large as usual. Of the
former we uoticed present Dr. Barclay, Messra.
Tawse, Lewis, Campbell (Nottawasaga), Wat-
son, Mackerras, Cleland, Brown, Gordon, Bain,
Campbell (Brock), who acted as moderator,
Mackie, Mackay, Donald Ross, Walter R. Ross
and Mulier. The eldership was represented
by Messrs. Macmurchy (Nottawasaga), Wells
(Newmarket), Barker (Markham), Thomson,
(Scatboro’), Curry  (Qmangeville), Tinline
{West King, Scunerville) (Pickering), Grabam
(Mulmur), and Mackinnon, (Caledon).

The Revr. Samucl Porier, retired mirister,
1ate of Clarke, and the Rev. David Stott, re-
cendy of Braniford, being present, sat with the
Gourl.

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting,

beld on November 19th and 20th, and also of |

the special meetings of dates December 17th,
30th and 31st, were read acd sustained.

Mz, Mackay of QOrangerille reported that,
in accordance with the appointment to that
cfiect given 1o him at the mecting of Preshy-
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tery in November, he had visited Artemisia,
and had dispensed the sacrameut of the Lord's
Supper to the congregation there on the third
Sabbath in January.

Mr. Stott presented an application fo be re-
ceived on the Presbytery's staff of missionaries.
Accompanying his application were an extract-
minute of the Presbytery of Hamilton recording
the action taken by that Presbytery with ref-
erence to Mr. Stott’'s demission of his charge
at Brantford and their acceptance of the same,
and also a Presbyterial certificate of a recent
date, granted by the same Presbytery, testify-
ing to his good and regular standing as an
ordained minister of this Church. It was 1e-
{ solved to receive AMr. Stott within the bounds,
and to give him appointments for supplying
vacancies and mission-stations until the next
ordinary meeting.

The records of several of the Kirk-sessions
within the bounds having been laid upon the
table, these were referred to 2 committce com-
’ posed of the following members, viz: Messrs.

Watson, Mackie, Walter R. Ross, Barker and
Thomson, with instructions to examine them
in conformity with the injunctions of Synod in
the matter and to report.

Mr. Tawse gave notice that he would at
y next ordinary meeting move the adoption of
; a0 overture tc the Synod at its ensuing annual
; sesston to take into consideration the propriety
{ of repealing the Synodical act which makes it
i
!
!

mcumbent on each coangregation calling a
mmnister to make provision for the payment of
a minimum annual stipead of £100, indepen-
dent of such allowance as may-be granted by
the Temporalities Board. :

Mr Mackerras, on behelf of the Trustees of
. the Congregation of Darlington, stated that an
| offer for the purchase, on terms favorable to
the intercsts of the congregation, of the undis-
posed remainder of their Glebe situated in the
Township of Uxbridge, amounting to 130 acres
and acquired under the provisions of the Pres-
bytery’s Glebe Scheme, had been made; and
craved the sanction of the Presbytery to the
proposed sale of the same. The Presbytery
agreed to grant their consent as craved, and
dirccted the Trustees to take due precaution
that the proceeds arising from the sale of ssid
property be in the meantime invested in good
security from time to time, as the successive
instalments of the purchase money are realiz-
cd, in trust for the benefit of the minister.
| The attention of the Presbytery was next
! directed to the consideration of a petition from
| the Managers of the Congregation of Picker-
“, ing, craving permission 10 scll the Glebe be-
. longing to the szid congregation, sitosted in
I the Township of Thorah, consisting of 100
i
1
|
{
{

acres, inasmuch as it lay at so great a distance

from their bounds; and to divert a portion of

the proceteds accruing from the sals of the
{ same to aid in the crection of a manse. The
! Preshytery agreed to accede to the prayer of
their petition with the condition thst such
portion of the proceeds of szle as may be di-
i verted to aid in the crection of s manso shall
! be limited to two-fifths of the expense of build-
" ing said kouse, while the halance shall be per-

I manently invested in trust so as to increase the

stipend of their minister.
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Mr. Neil Macdonald, of the Township of
Georgina, made a statement with reference to
the erection of a church in the Village of Sut-
ton, from whick it appeared that a consider- |
able sum bad been expended in raising a sub-
stantial and commodiscus place of worship for
the use of the congregation adhering to the |
church in that village and the surrounding !
country; and that of the expenditure incurred
in its erection up to the present stage of ad-
vancement he was himsel{ personally respon-
sible for a sum amounting to about £100. The
Presbytery unanimously agreed to record their
satisfaction with the strenuous exertions which
are being made by our members and adherents
there to provide for themselves a place of wor-
ship—to express their sympathy with Mr. Mac-
donald in the pecuniary difficulties in which
he is involved from bis great zeal—and, in
order to give practical expression to these their
feelings, resolved to grant the sum of £25 to-
wards the object of relieving Mr. Macdonald
from the annual revenue of the Peter Fund, so
soon as it shall be in a position to yield the
same conformably to existing claims upon its
funds.

There was read a letter from the Rev. Thom-
as Johnson, renewing the cxpression of his
Jesire to resign his charge of the congregation
of Chinguacousy and to retice from the active
discharge of munisterial duty in consequence
of increasing bodily infirmities which interfere
with the due discharge of Ins pastoral work. ¢
The Presbytery, whiie sympathizing with him
‘o the circumstances which bave rendered the
jroposed step necessary, agreed to request him
to put his demission in & more formal shape,
50 2s to be submitted to the Presbytery at their
next meeting, with a view to such sction beung
taken with reference 10 it as may mature the !
matter for consideration by the Synod.

Inquiry was next made, in accordaace with 1
the injunctions of Synod to that cffect, whether
the collection, appointed by ¥ Act of Synod
ancnt Public Synodical Collections™ to be taken
up in cach congregation within the bounds in
bebalf of the Ministers’ Widows' and Qrphans’
Fund, had been duly attended to. It was found
that the requirements of Synodin this matter had
been complicd with by nearly all the congre-
gations on the roll; while those congregations
that bave failed to attend to this duty were
instructed to make 2 collection in aid of the
fands of 1his important scheme on an early
fabhath and remit the procceds o the Tress-
arer of the Fund on or before the ist April
next.

Yessrs. Bain and Gorden, members of the
Presbytery’s Mission Committee, were instruct-
ed to communicate with the * Queen's College
Missionary Association,” with a view to secnre
«ne of those students of Divinity who com-
Plete their theological studies this session, as
a missionary to labor generally under the di-
trction of the Presbriery; and te obtain the
services of 4 of those prepacng for the holy
ministry at Queen’s College to act as caie-
chists during the ensning sammer in the fol-
lowing mission-stations, viz: Dammer and
Monabee, Artemisia, Erin and Caledon, and
1he district adjoining Nottawassga,

The Treasurer of the MistioaScheme reparied

. members of the Medical Profession.
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the liabilities of the fund to amount to & large
sum. In these circumstances members of the
Presbytery were enjoined to use all possible
despatch to collect such sums as may have
been subscribed towards this scheme in their
respective  congregations and forward those
to the Treasurer, so as o furnish him with the
me-ns of liquidating claims against the fund.

After lengthened deliberation on the wants
of the extensive fields for missionary operations
lying within the bounds, and the best means
of supplying these with religious ordinances
it was on motion to that effect unanimously
resolved to petition the General Assembly’s Co-
lonial Committee to appoint 2 or more mis-
sivnaries, one of whom should, if possible, be o
person capable of preaching in the Gaelic lan-
guagre, to labour within the bounds and under
the direction of this Presbytery.

A list of missionary appointments for the
supply of preaching to vacant congregations
and mission-stations for the ensuing quarter
was then adopted.

Thereafter the Fresbytery adjourned to meet
in the same place on the 3rd Tuesday in 3ay,
and was closed with prayer.

The following address, delivered by the Very
Rev. Principal Leitch, LL.D., of Queens Coui~
lege, in the Convocation Hall yesterday to the
newly dubbed Doctors of Medicine, is full of ex-
cellent remarks to guide them in their medical
carcer hereafter. Unfortuately frum press of
matter the whole cannot appear in this issue.

ADDRESS Tu THE MEDICAL GRADUATES,
MARCH, 1862.

I have to congratulate you on gaining the
position for which you have so long toiled.
You are now graduates of this University and
You are
about to bid farewell to the walls of your alma

. mater and the teachers for whose instruction,

1 am persoaded, you wil: ever feel grateful. 1
trust, however, that the bond will not be cn-
tircly broken, and that you will still regard
wourseives as members of this University. We
are deeply interested in your future prospeets:
and we trost that your professional career will
throw lastre on the Institution in which you
have received yoar professional training. The
standing which this Schoo! is lo occupyin the
Province will depend very much on yourchar-
acter and professional eminence: and 1 do ear-
nesily hope that we shall have reason to be
proud of the career of cach oncof you.  Thave

* been much pleased, in reading your theees, some

of which are of no ordinary ment, to find gene-
rous exprossions of gratitnde for the beneit you
have here received, and of the aflection in which
your teachers are held by yon. These grateful
feclings cannot but be pleasing to your teach-
crs : but the highest honor you can bestow upon
them as to carry their instractions into practice,
and prove 1o the world thal they have not la-
bored in vain.

1 cannot wander that the medicsl profes-
sion ie §o attractive ts youth, and that pov-
erty and the severest hardships should be brav-
edin arder to qualify themsalves for its duties.
No prafession embraces a wider range of intei-
lectaal knawledge and of hnman feeling AN
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sciences are brought under corntribution, and
humawity in all 113 phases is laid bare to the |
medical practiioner. The bard features of the |
man of science are suftened by the amenities of
buman experience in its most interesting as-
pects. The mere chemist finds in his labora-
tury only dry material aflinities, no doubt deep-
ly interesung in themselves; but the medical
man has m additivn to deal with sucial affini-
ties and relativns which Leep alive the nubler
and more tender feelings of his nature. You
wul have to mingle inscenes of joy and sorrow,
but even scenes of sorrow buiag with them
a grateful satisfaction. You feel that you
can rehieve suferwng, soothe the troubled spirit
and mitigate the woes of mackind ; and, though
Your fees be small, the satisfaction you derive
1s great. Inmanpy professions men have to en-
dure long drudgery that they may indulge in
brief enjoyment, but you have your reward in
the very practice of your profession. Every
new cise brings-up some point of scientific in-
terest, and engages your feelings of sympathy
in some new form.

It 1s right that you saould cver keep in view
that your profession is a learned onc, and that
a deportment becomag a gentleman and a
Scholarisexpected of you. It might st firstsight
be supposed that a pbysician, skilful in curing
the body, 15 under no greater obligation to be
8 scholar and a gentleman than the mechanic
who mends your watch. It may be said that, if
the work 15 done skilfally in either case, thatis
all that is required. But this reagoning is fal-
lacious: the human subject has a spiritual as
well as a material element, and unless the phy-
sician 15 skilied 1n spintual as well as material
appliances, he will not be successful. It has
often been objected toas a useless waste of time
in acquinreg professional skill, that the public
cannct judge of the skill, and that in most
cases people choose a doctor, not for his skill,
of which they cannot judge, but for his general
character as a man. The famuly doctor is chos-
cn, when there is a choice, because he is an in-
telligent, kind gentlemanly, man with pleasant,
casy manuers. But do not suppose that thisis
altogetherablind choice. The public shrewdly
guess that a man of such & stamp weas not like-
1y to have passed through a professional course
of study without benefiting more by it than a
man who is lacking ia all these qualities. Be-
sides these qualities bave a direct curative in-
fluence. The tendency of medical practice in
recent times is to trust less to the lancet and
drugs and more to the dietetics both of body
snd of mind. Tho coarseand vulgarmind may
skilfully enough administer the ruder cxpedi-

onts of the medical profession, but 1t is only .

the man of good sense, kindly manner, and
knowledge of the human heart, that can bandle
the finer resources of thoart. Itis tho great
cnd of & learned education to foster those char-
acteristics which bearso directly on the guccess
of & medical practitioner.

It is to be regrotted that so few medical stu-
dents pass through s previous course in Arts.
The time ~ould by no means be mis-spent.
The advar tage would be felt both in clevation
of chara-ter and by securing professionsl suc-
cess <o Eangland an cffortis making to remedy
this state of things, and no degree can now be

|
{
i
!
}

|
!
|
i
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conferred without a large amount of extra pro-
fessional training. This demand has givena
temporary check to the usual number of stu-
dents, but by raising the status of the profession
it must ultimately attract new and higher
aspirants.

Recent medical legislation in England has
effected other important reforms. The chief ig
that by which no Medical School is entitled to
give diplomas, unless their sta® of teachers antd
carriculum come up to a certain standard,
which is judged of by the Medical Council
No practitioner is recognized asa regular reg-
istered medical man unless he is licensed by
one of these recognized bodies. Unfortunately
the bill was so framed as to exclude the grad-
uates of foreign and colonial universities. A
colonial graduate may, indeed, practise in
England, but, then, he labors under several
disabilities. He cannot sue for fees or hold
any public appointment. It would have been
but justice to the colonies to extend to them
the provisions of the act, so that Medical
Schools coming up to the requisite standard
should be entitled to give diplomas which
would be valid in all parts of the British em-
pire. The hardship is, however, in a great
measure mitigated by the consideration that a
graduate of Queen's College bas unly 1o pass
an cxamination before the Royal College of
Sargeouns, London, to be entitled to be regis-
tered as a regular practitioner. No additional
attendance is required—a simple examination
is the only condition. In the V..’ versity of
Edinburgh, the Riyal College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh, and other chief Medi¢al Schools,
the courses of Queen's College are recognized
as implemonting so far the conditions for o
degree. The Scottish Universities, however,
do not confer a degree unless the candidate bas
actually att nded duringsome part of his course

Now that the movement on the question of
y Taiversity Reform has led to a gratifying una-
nimity as to the Arts Faculties, it isimportant
that the Medical Facultics should not be over-
looked, and it would be highly desirable that
the general University Board of Canada shonld
have power similar to that of the Medical Coun-
cil of England. At present fscilities are
afforded for the attainment of a license to prac-
tise, which is highly injurious to the dignity
and cfficiency of the profession. Auny plan that
would sccure an adequete standard of medical
educatior in all cases wonld be & great boon
to the profession.

It js with satisfaction that I am sable to an-
nounce that the new wing of the Hospital will
be proceeded with, without further delay. This
wing is desigacd to give further accommoda-
tion for paticnts, and, at the same time, to con-
fer upon the students the greatboon of a theatre
for operations - 1 chinical lectures. This addi-
tion 1s the munu. ot git of private liberali-
ty. Itispleasing to find that the nationsi spirit
is thus manifesting itself in founding institutions
ob which the future greatness of the country
depends.  How many of the great institutions
of Bngland, on which its position among the
nations of the World is dnc, have been founded
by private liberality. The country is studded
over with colleges, schools, and hospitals, which
have been reared by the princely munificence
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of private individusls, and which have contrib-
uted so much to England's glory. The begin-
ning of a similar liberality in Canada cannot but
be bailed with satisfactivn. I cannot but ob-
serve, in passing, as the result of frequent visits
to the Hospital, that I have nowhere, either in
this country or at Home, witnessed so much at~
tention and kindness bestowed upon the in-
mates. Their temporal and spiritual wants
are attended tu, not merely with scrupulous care
but with affectionate tenderness.
of things i3 very much due to the interest taken
in the Institution by benevolent citizens, who
do not grudge a little of their time to alleviate
the sorrows of the inmates and to minister to
their comforts.

I canrut bid you farewell without adverting
to the marny precious opportunities you will
possess of sustaining and comferting the sons
and daughters of affliction in distress. Often
you will find that your professional services
are all in vain—you can only feel how little
man's art can do in the last struggle; but ¢in
you look coldly on and say not one word to
cheer or direct the soul in the hour of depar-
tare. You may think it unprofessional to speak
about Religion, but there are seasons when you
must forget your profession and act simply as
a man of heert and feeling. Even in a profes-
sional point of view, how often can you alleviate
suffering and subdueexcitement Ly a few sonth-
ing words of comfort &nd hope ? How often
does the clergyiuan find in his round of duty
that he is strictly forbidden by the physician to
disturb a patient, under the idea that apy con-
versation on religion may aggravate the symp-
toms, whereas a pbysician, more profoundly
skilled in his profession, would discover that
the very thing wanted was & few words of
comforttesoothe the distracted spirit. Farewell,
and may the hopes of teachers and friends be
realised. May your career be honorable to your-
selves, creditable to this Institution, snd such
that in the last hour you may feel that you have
not lived in vain.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

—

ECCLESIASTICAL ITEMS.

The Rev. Andrew Gray, of the New Church,
Dumfries, has received a vnanimous call from
the parish of Mousewald in Dumfriesshire,
vacant by the demise of the late incumbent,
the Rev. Mr. Murray.

Oz Thursdsy the Rev. John Wilson Hepburn,
lately assistant in the parish of Kilmuir, was
ordained s minister of 8t. Clement’s Church,
Aberdeen. He succeeds the Rev. James Fraser,
recently translated to Glesgow.

The Duke of Roxburghe has presented the
Rev. Robert Buchanan, minister of Blie, to the
church of Dunbar, vacant by the deuath of the
Rev. Jotin Jaffray.

Sir William Jardine, Bart., has presented
the Rev. David Landale, minister of Auchter~
gaven, Perthshire, to the church and parish of
Applegarth in the county of Dumfries, vacant
by the death of the Rev. Willism Dunbar, D.D.

A pro re nala meeting of the Presbytery of
Brechin was held on Thursday. It wag agreed

This state ‘

127

toaccept the resignation of the Rev. D, McLean,
and relieve him from his charge in the East
Church, Brechin, in order that he might pro-
ceed to the Scotch Presbyterian Church at St.
Yincent's, the appuintment to which bad been
given him by the Colonial Committee.

The congregativn of the East Church, Aber-
deen—one of the most numervus in the Church
of Scutland—at a meeting on Monday evening
unanimously resvived to apply to the Town
Council, the patrons, to present the Rev. Colin
McCulloch, ot Muntruse, to that church and
parish, vacant by the translatiwn of the Rev.
Robt. Flint to Kilconquhar.

TlLe Established Presbytery of Glasgow at
their meeting on Wednesday proceeded to the
appuintment of & minister to the church anu
parish of Gorbals. The clergymen named for
the office were—the Rev. Mr. Leiper, of Green-
head, Glasgow, and tae Rev. Mr. Murray, Alloa.
After deliberation for upwards of an hour the
Presbytery appuinted Mr. Leiper to the vacant
charge.

A new and commodious Female School of
Industry bas lately been erected in connection
with St. James' Parish Church (Rev. wr.
McTaggart's), Various other alterations and
extensions have been made tu the schools
' throughout the parish, costing the congrega-

tion altogether between £800 and £900. A
balance of this, amounting to £150, remained
to be cleared-off, which was done by & collec-
tion on Sabbath last. The collect.on amounted
to the bandsore snm of £157 15s.

Present reox HEr Masssty.—Her Majesty
has just sent to the Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod,
of the Barony, a graceful present ia the form

, of engraved portraits of herself and the Prince
% in memoriam.” The Rev. Doctor has long
been favourably known to Her Majesty; he has
preached before her at Crathie and has more
than once been honoured with the royal hos-
pitality.— Glasgow Herald.

Stppex Dato oF A CLERGTMAN.—On Wed-
nesdsy the Rev. George Dingwall, parish min-
ister of Auchterless, died very suddenly. He
left home about 9 s.m. in his usual state of
health, and had called on Mr. J. Wright,
Uppermill. While in conversation he suddenly
dropt down and expired almost instantanecuns-
ly. He had been fully 50 years a minister,
having been ordained in 1811. Mr. Dingwall
discharged the duties of his office in a quiet
and unostentatious way, and was much re-
spected by the members of his congregation.

TesTIMONIAL TO THE Rrv. ALsx. M'GuisTay,
AssisTaxT 18 St. GEORGE'S Parisy.—On Wed-
neday Mr M'Guisten was preseated by the Hon.
Lord Neaves with a theological work, accom-
panicd by a purse containing £200, and & let-
ter from the ladics of the congregation, asa
token of their appreciation of his ministrations
and their regard for his character. Lord Neaves
said he participated fully in the esteem and
satisfaction thus felt, and begged to convey to
hira their best wishes for bis fatore welfare.
Mr. ¥'Guisten made an appropriato reply.—
Edinburgh Paper.

Presaxtation 10 Rev. Joss M'Canxaw or
IxvERRROTHOCK CHOURCH, ARBROATH.—Weo 0Ob-
, serve by & notice in Friday's Gazzile that this
. young clergyman, son of the Rev. Mr. M'Cal-
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man of Latheron, who was settled in Arbroath
30 recently as May 1861, has received the pres-
entation to the church and parish of Inch,
shire of Wigton, vacant by the death of the
Rev. James Ferguson. Although Mr. M Calu.an
has only been a few months over the congrega-
tion at Arbroath, they have become exceedingly
attached to him.—~Jokn O Groat Journal.
FUNERAL 6F THE LATE REv. Dr. Biin.—On
Tuesday the remains of this lamented clergy-
man were conveyed from Edinburgh to Lin-
lithgow Churchyard, accompanied by a large
number of hig relations and personal friends.
The funeral was metat the east end of Lialith-
gow by about 500 of the parishioners, including
the magistrates, members of Presbytery and
kirk-session, ard, as a mark of respect, all
the shops of te ancient burgh were closed.

The Home &ecretary haviog allowed the Es-
tablished Church congregation of Linlithgow
2 reasonable time to express an opinionas toa
successor to the late Dr. Bell, 2 meeting of the
congregation was held, when it was found
that the members were nearly equally divided
between Mr. Middleton, the present assistant,
and Mr. Lockhart, minister of Colinton, the
former, however, having a majority. Sir George
Grey in these circumstances has intimated

that he does not think it would be right to ap- |

point Mr. Middleton to Linlithgow, but that he
liopes to be able to appoint a minister whose
character and attainments will entitle him to
the approval of the congregation.

Cupar—Tnr LaTe Rev. Dr. Worpis.—The
Rev. James Wordie, D.D., minister of the 2nd
charge of this parish, died at his house on Sat-
urday evening in the 63rd year of his age. A-
bout 2 years ago his health broke down, making
it necessary to employ an assistant. The late
Dr., who was a native of Renfrewshire, was
licensed as & minister of the Church of Scot-
land in 1823, after which he went out as a min-
ister of the Colonial Church, in connection
with the Church of Scotland, to Kingston,
Jamaica, in which pastorate he remained about
17 years. On his return to0 this country he
was presented in 1843 to the 2nd charge of this
parish, which was rendered vacant by the Rev.
James Cochrane receiving and accepting the
presentation to the 1st charge, then vacated
by the Rev. Mr. Cairns (now Dr. Cairns, of
Melbourne, Australia), who at the Disrup-
tion left the Establishment. Shortly after
coming to Cupar, the deceased incumbent
bad the degree of D.D. conferred upon him
by the St. Andrews University. In conse-
quence of the sad event both the Established
churches were closed on Sunday throughout
the day, a prayer meeting, which was largely
attended, being held in the Parish Church in
the ¢vening, conducted by the Rev. Mr. Coch-
rane, who in the course of the service made
suitable reference to the death of his respected
colleague.

Samsata-Scuoor Assoc’aTioN.~The 15than-
nual meeting and soiree of the sabbath-school
Association, in conncction with the church of
Scotland, was held on Wednesday night in the
Mecbanics' Hall which was quite crowded. The
President Thomas Whyte, Esq. presided: and
on the platform were the Rev. Drs. Hill, Paton,
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Robertson and Jamieson ; Rev. Messrs. Brown
(St. Enoch's), Meiklem (Brownfield), Suther-
land (Strathbungo), Monteith (Hutchesontown
Mitchell (St Lukes (Malceod) St. Columba's)
Rogers (Shettlestca), Mitchell (Bridge-gate),
Messrs. J. A. Campbell, &c. After an encour-
aging address by the chairman, Mr. Murray
read the annual report, which was of a very
interesting nature, shuwing the steady progress
of the Suciety’'s operations. The treasurer’s
statement, which was of a very interesting
character, was next read. The Rev. Mr. Fraz-
er moved the aduption of the report, which
was unanimously agreed to. The Rev. Mr.
Matthew Rogers afterwards delivered a short
address encvuraging Sabbath-School teachers
to persevere in their good work. The Rev. Mr.
Norman Macleod of St. Culumba s addressed
the meeting. A choir was present during the
evening, and sung & number of anthems.

GENERAL POSITION OF THE INDIA
MISSION.

[Frum © The H. § F. Miss. Record™ for Apnl.]

The general position and prospects of the
India Mssion are set forth in the following ear-
nest letter from Dr. Macleod of the Barony,
whose communications will always be welcome
in the pages of the ¢ Record.” May his words
stir-up many in the Church to realise more
fully the spiritual necessities of our great In-
dian Empire, and how much more we might
do as & Church to meet those necessities!

GrasGow, 10th March, 1862.

Mr pEAr Epitor,—You have kindly asked
me to furnish some account for the < Record’
of the India Mission, about which we convers-
ed when we last met; and to give you some
information respecting our Barony Congrega-
tional Association for collecting money in aid
of our several Mission Schemes. T am almost
sorry that I promised faithfully to comply with
your request, for I find myself at the eleventh
hour so hampered by work that it is quite impos-
sible for me to write as I wish to do on these
subjects. But, as I hope to have many oppor-
tunities of communicating with the members of
cur Church through these pages—and, believe
me, I esteem this & great privilege—you will,
1 hope, on the present occasion read with
charity what I give with pleasure.

As far as our Indin Mission goes, there are
many things to encourage us in it. I say as

Jar as i goces, for verily it does not and, until s

very different spirit prevails in the Church, is
not likely to reach that point of strength
which, under God, will secure thorongh effici-
cicney and permaneacy. The members of
Committee are quite alive to the comparative
incfficiency and consequent expensiveness of a
weak mission ; for, unless there are at each
mission-station 3 missionaries at least, to form
s local government, to organise native con-
gregations, as well as to teach or superintend
schools, and thus to reach towards the point
which every mission must aim at—that of
having self-supporting, sclf-governing and,
finally, missionary churches planted amidst
heathenism—we cannot sce how 4 mission can
be in o healthy, vigorous and promising cor-
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dition.  Although I write, of course, sulely on
my own responsibility, tlis, 1 bLelieve, is the
opinivn of every member of Cummitiee.
how can we carry-vut auy plan of missivns,
which implies the support.uf a mission staff ten
times more nume,ous than we nuw possess, SO
loug as this tnysterivus deadness reigns in so
many congregutions with reference to the sup-
port of missivns? Observe the puiuful dilemma
in which vur Cummictee is placed ,—if we

square the uumber of our missivnaries with |

the miserable sumn contributed by our cungre-
gations for their support, vur missions must be
weak, tottering, uncertain. Each missivnary
13 over-worked. He is 4 londly man, with no
coadjutors to encourage lLim—ruo Leartly staff,
whose love and zeal would be intensified by
sympathy, eager and able tu push-on and orb-
out the work around their station. If sickness
visits him, not only is he laid aside but the
whole work of the mission is brought to a
stand-still. We engage 2 man, as it were, to
build-up <« dyke against the advancing tide, to
stem which constant labour is required. But
the man must leave his work: there is no
other to continue it in his abscnce; and so the
tide rushes-in and destroys the labour of past
years, and the next labourer, instead of begin-
ning where the last ended, begins where the
last began' In one word our weak missions
are, as I have often said, the most expenswe.
Yet it is to this the Church forces us by her,
must I not say, indifference and parsimony !

But let us hope that a better day is dawning,
and that the Church, becoming alive to the
grandeur of the Mission enterprise, will au-
thorise the Committee to send out such a num-
ber of missionaries as will establish a strong
and efficient mission, pledging herself in the
name of God to raise the necessary funds.
Then indeed would God help us and bless us,
and cause many a weary and desponding heart
to rejoice.

But, as you will by this time conjecture, I
have been unintentionally carried further from
my starting-point than I intended. 1 said
there was much to encourage us in our India
Mission. To begin with the more distant mis-
sions—3Scalkote is the only mission station
which, from numbers and local support, is in
a really satisfactary condition. The mission-
aries are strengthened by the presence of our
old and admirable,Bombay missionary, Mr. Fer-
guson, who is now army chaplain, stationed in
Sealkote. Mr. Love, the excelient Scripture-
reader of tha 71st, is in the same town, & mem-
ber of our Church, and an ardent friend of
Missions. Mr. Prinsep, and, after nm, Mr.
Macnabb, two residents, have both proved
themselves sincere fricnds.

Mr. Ferguson informs me, in = letterreceived
10 days ago, that in the opinion of other mis-
sionaries as well as his own no mission in In-
dia bas increased and prospered more in the
same space of time than ours in Sealkote has
done, that an officer of the Artillery, possessed
of sincere picty and judgement, and whois a
master of the language, has joined our mission-
sries, being in the meantime supported by
funds contributed weekly , and, finalty, that the
foundntion-stone of the memorizl church has
been laid with duc honour by all parties and

But |
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classes in the commumty. Sutely we may
thank God and take courage frum these tokens
of His good Land upon us. Mr. Clarke, who
| labours in Gyah, is a3 able and devoted a mis-
' sionary as we could desire. I know him weun.
; But fancy one missivnary in a district and
{ population greater than all Scotland beyund
| the Moray Firth! It is really a_shame for us
y to allow such u man to reman like a forlorn
. hope by himself, attacking the huge foriress of
heathendum. I8 there no Christian man, nu
student, no licentiate, whu will go and help
him? Has all Christiun manliness and chiv-
alry left our Colleges and halls? Must we
indirectly disgrace our Church by seehing help
frum abroad for vur missivnary, vur by desert-
ing him? Then agein, as tv Cualcuita, our vld
and good friend, Mr. Oguvie, must, we fear, re-
turn Home to recruit his health , but we have
fixed upon Mr. Patterson, a preacher of our
Church, whom we believe to be eminently
qualified to succeed him, and who will proceed
to Calcutta in a few months. Mr. Forbes of
Madras i3 labouring with great efficiency in
his school ; but he too is alone! And what
can a schoolmaster do, working in that climate
all day, in the way of organizing copgrega«
tions? Bombay, since the return of one of our
ablest and most respected missionaries, Mi.
Sheriff, is without an ordained missionary, and
bas only s teacher. Bebold our strength and
| weakness! There is much to encourage us for

what exists and for what is done; but much
more to humble us in the dust, to excite us to
much earnest prayer to God for what exists
not and for what is left undone.

Pardon this long letter—fur longer than I
intended to write; and remember I write it
solely as an individual, and not as compromis-
ing any member of the India Committee.

I remain yours very truly,—N. MacLeop.

COMMUNICATIONS.

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
IRELAND.

We iusert with great pleasure not only
the extract sent Ly Mr. Cleland but also
his letter; and we promise that, if he or
any of his friends will send us information
regarding cur brethren in Ireland, we shall
be most happy to give that information a
prominent place ir our Journal. We know
Mr. Cleland to be a very zcalous and hard-
working minister in the Diesbytery of
Toronto, and nothing will give us more
pleasure than to msert in this journal any
articles he may send: we only hope he
will send them often.  We have often felt
a desire to notice the progress of the Irish
Presbyterian Church, but have been unable
| to do so, owing to our not having access
i to the necessary channels of information.
We trust that this may now be remedied.

To the Edilor of the Presbylenan.

; Sir,—I enclose you a short extract from
i The Weekly Press, of 23d March, printed at
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Belfast, Ireland, which you will please insert
in your next issue. In transmitting this extract
I would venture to suggest the propriety of
frequently noticing the Irish Presbyterian
Church in the culumns of The Presbyterwn. .
It should bo borne in mind that a very consid-
erable number of your readers were originally
members of this Church, still hold it in affec-
tionate remembrance, and are anything but
pleased with your systematic ignoring of it
in your columns. I am anpxious to see The
Presbyterian prospering, and have uniformly
sought to increase its circulation among my
people. And it is merely with a view to render
1t more acceptable to & number at least of your
readers, and thus more useful and prosperous,
that I throw out the suggestion nuw made.
Tndeed I think it would be advisable to acquaint
your readers with all the great movements that ‘
are continually traugpiring, especially in the
various branches of the great Presbyterian
family. Yours, &c.,
WILLIAM CLELAND.
Uxbridge, April 10, 1862,

PrespxTEkiAN OBSERVANCE OF THE Law.— f
The interesting statistics lately published by
the Board of Superintendence of the County
Antrim Jail (Ireland) place before the public
the good order, honesty and peacefulness of
the Presbyterian community in o very satisfac-
tory way. The gross population of this county |
according to the last census was 247,414, Of |
this number we find the adherents of the Estab-
lished Church numter 45,087 ; of the Roman
Catholic Church, 61,220; whilst the Presby-
terians are more than double the latter, being
no less than 133,440. Now, according to the
ctatistics of the Board for the past year, the
Roman Catholics furnished more than half the
prisoners, the numbers being—Members of the
Established Church, 583 ; I'resbyterians, 298 ;
Roman Catholics, 904. Thus it appears that,
whilst there has been 1 prisoner for every
77 members of the Established Church, 1 to
every 68 Catholics, there has been only 1 out
of every 448 DPresbyterians! Verily there
should be a separate assessment of the county
tax on members of the Presbyterian Church.
These fact® are certainly very satisfactory as
regards the Presbyterian denomination, and
no less suggestive of something peculiarly
sound and good in the system that shows such
gratifying results.—Belfast Weekly Press.

THE VALUE OF CONGREGATIONAL
STATISTICS.

The preaching of the Gospel and the
administration of Gospel ordinances are
‘ndecd the principal purposes for which |
Christians in any district associate as a |
congregation. DBut there is nothing more
reasonable i itself or more in accordance |
with expericnce than that other things‘
maust be attended to, of comparatively less |
importance, but absolutely necessary and
of great relative importance; as without
them these higher ends cannot be attained. !
We refer to those mesus which the Word |
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of God and the experience of congregations
unite in pressing upon the atiention of
Christian men and of Christian congrega-
tions as necessary for the efficient and
permanent administration of ordinances.
Throughout the whole of the Divine gov-
ernment, both natural, moral and spiritual,
we find that His purposes, whatever they
may be, are invariably brought about by
the use of means, means in each case
suited to the end in view. The whole of
His administration consists of one vast
system of means composed of an indefinite
number of smaller systems, some simpler
and others more complex, some consisting
of a few and others of many links. Inno
part of His government is the use of means
more invariable, more important and nec-
essary than in His spiritual kingdom.
And it is not more true that He Himself
has devised and used the means necessary
for purchasing our salvation and for estab-
lishing His Church among men than that
Christians are cnjoined to devise and use
the means necesgary for maintaining among
themselves and exlending to others the
preaching of the Gospel and the administra-
tion of Gospel ordinances.

Thus these secondary purposes occupy a
place of great importauce from the neces-
sary conncction subsisting between them
and thuse primary purposes for which con-
gregations are formed.

An important point is gained then when
cach member of any congregational asso-
ciation is impressed with the undeniable
truth that each has a personal interest in
this general use of means and a cornmand-
ed duty to discharge in this matter.

The next point of importance aund the
one chiefly intended to be noticed is how
best to gather-up the results of these indi-
vidual convictions and bring them to bear
on the success of each congregation. For
this purpose we strongly recommend the
annual printing and o.rculation of ¢ Con-
gregational Statistics.”

These are to consist of the details of
what ought to be done and of what actu-
ally has Dzen done during the year, as well
by the Session as by the Temporal Com-
mittee. Thus each member of a congrega-
tion will have before him in a permanent
form what he as an individual has done in
the use of means for the general good.
And the congregation generally will see
the value of & number of comparatively
small efforts in making-up a whole.

The statistical sheet will thus be the
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means of diffusing among the members of
each congregation using it that knowledge
without which temporal affairs cannot
long flourish. “That the mind be without
knowledge is not good” applies to this
%Srt of our life’s duties as to every other.

ithout it thers would be an utter want
or a deficiency of that intcrest without
which there would be an utter want or de-
ficiency of duty done.

For these three things, true knowledge,
real inierest and earnest work, from the
very constitution of our being invariably go
together and bear exact proportions.

But it may be asked, Why not cali the
coniregation together once a year on a
weeli-day and then endeavour to instruct
and increase their interest in the working-
out of these details? By all means, my
dear veader; but both are best. By all
means have your annual meeting, and let
every member see to being present; and
let the report for publication be read over
and oxplained ; and in addition to this
mcre ge: eral statement let every member
present have an opportunity of enquiring
into any particular in which he may have
a special interest. But, when this is done
and 2 printed statement also in circulation,
it will be found that too much has not
been done' to prevent mistakes and wrong
impressions and to rouse the interest of
those concerned.

‘We have been writing about the tempor-
al affairs of each congregation. Why
should not these be managed on the most
approved business principles? Associa-
tions formed for less important purposes
spare no pains in diffusing information to
promote the objects they have in view;
and those interested arve not satisfied with
any short of the minutest details. Must
it sven be to oar reproach that the children
of this world are in their generation wiser
than the childrea of light

There is another value of Congregational
Statistics which should not be lost sight of.
The adoption of this system will set an
end to that most unseemly, though other-
Wise necessary, mixing-up of things secular
with things sacred on the Sabbath. The
pulpit should be preserved as much as may
be for those higher and holier purposes
for which chiefly congregations are formed.

H.

THE ROMAN CATACOQOMBS.
No. II.
GEXERAL DESCRIPTION.

Our most correct impressions of the do-
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mestic life of the Romans during the first
century of tie empire is obtained from the
exhumed cities of Pompeir and Iiercula-
neum; and the truest and most exalted
view of the social and religious condition
of the struggling Roman Church during
the ages of its infancy is derived from the
catacombs, where she buried her dead.
The contrast is great and itis full of in-
struction. The traveller who visits Pom-
peii approaches the city through au avenue
of handsome mausolea, where with expres-
sions of bitter regret or stoic indifference
the nobles of the voluptuous city deposited
the funera! urns of those whom no hope-
ful remembrance accompanied hence. He
passes .he gate-way aed guard-house,
where are found the remains of the Roman
sentinel cased in armour, as he stood when
facing with unflinching courage the dread-
ful shower which he saw must overwhelm
him, but which he strove not to cscape.
The streets and houses through which he
wanders bear witness to a dissolute popu-
lation whose all was wrapt-up in the pres-
ent; whose highest aim was to enjoy the
fleeting hour, and whno devoted talents, in-
genuity and every power to devising fresh
means of happiness. He finds the 2 prin-
cipal buildings to be the theatre, the same
in which the people were buried by the
deluge of dust and ashes which overtook
them there at last after repeated warnin%s,
and the temple of Isis, where were cele-
brated those horrid mysteries which had
been perverted by a licentious age and
people from their less pernicious tendency
in the land of their birth.

Xe on the other hand who enters the
catacombs enters only the galleries of the
dead; yet they no less forcibly illustrate
the worldly position of those who occupy
or once occupied the graves, and the na-
ture and intensities of their belief and as-
pirations,

These vast subterraneous excavations
surround the city on all sides, and under-
mine the whole Campania. Every here
and there its surface is broken by the en-
trance to some one of them, and oftener
still by the holes which admit light and
air to the galleries and chapels Leneath,
or by the openings made by the accidental
falling-in of one of the passages.

What their exact number is will never
be known ; aud still less will their extent
be ever accurately ascertained.

Mr. Northcote, the popular Roman
Catholic writer on the subject, whose opin-
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ions must be received with counsiderable
diffidence, as, though apparently most sin-
cere, he is evidently actuated by all the
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At present it would naturally be still
more difficult to arrive at a correct esti-
mate as to their number and extent. Re-

zeal of a newly made convert, remarks, | linquishing therefore all hope of even an

“ The incidental notices in the old missals
and office-books of the church, and the
descriptions given by ancient writers, men-
tion nu less than 60 different catacombs
on the different sides of Rome, bordering
her 15 great consularroads. Of these not
more than one-third part is open to us,and
even of these which have been most visited

approximation to the trutly we have yet
abundant proof of their enormous length,
and of the almost incredible numbers who
were buried in them.

That there should be so many and that
they should be widely dispersed the cir-
cumstances of the early church impera-
tively demanded. It was necessary that

not one has been examined in all its ram- | the persecuted Christians should escape
ifications; for the ruin caused by earth- | notice as much as possible ; prudence

quakes and undulations, and still more by
long neglect, the quantity of soi: accumu-
lated in the galleries, and above all the
want of funds to carry-on the work on a
sufficient scale, present ovstacles which it
would require a long time to overcome.
'We must therefore be content to make a
mere conjectural statement, founded on
certain portions which have really been
measured with accuracy. The most per-
fect map of the kind which has yet appear-
ed is of a part of the catacomb of St. Ag-
nes in the Via Nomentana, published un-
der the immediate superintendence of
Father Manchi, and it is calculated to con-
taiu about one-eighth part of that cemetery.
The greatest length of the portion thus
measured is not more than 700 ft., and its
greatest width about 550 ; nevertheless, if
we measure all the streets which it con-
tains, their united length scarcely falls
short of 2 English iles. This would give
15 or 16 miles in the united length of all
the strects in the cemetery of St. Agnes
alone, and, if we look upon this as a fair
specimen of the rest, (for it certainly is
larger than some and smaller than others)
about 900 miles in all the catacombs ta-
Len together.”

This declaration however rests upon 3
most questionable suppositions. 1st, that
the explored portion of the catacomb of
St. Agnes is the one-eighth part of the
whole ; 2nd, that there are really 60 cata-
combs; and, 3rd, that these may be as-
sumed to be of the same average leugth
as that in question. Even admitting the
JSirst and third, there is every reason to
reject the second. The * notices in the old
missals and office-books of the church ™ are
as reliable as the legends in which they
occur.  When many of these legends be-
came current, the work of dilapidation had
alrcady commenced, and different portions
of the same catacombs, entered from dif-

therefore required that their cemeteries
should adjoin every quarter of the city;
and, as moreover the catacombs were often
resorted to in the hour of danger as places
of safety, it was desirable that some one
or other should be readily accessible from
every point where an attack might be
dreaded. On each of the consular roads
therefore a group of catacombs is found;
or, what is more probavle, there exists one
vast cemetery, the distant parts of which
bave received different names as though
they were distinct and separate.

It were needless to name them all, and
& description of each would be intermi-
nable. They were all in their prinejpal
features much alike, and itis only a general
impression of their appearance which we
now wish to convey.

The entrance to some is from the crypt
of a church; to others through = small
gateway ; but often a mere hole, so 1ow as
to require one to stoop in passing through
it, gives access to the most important.
Once within, a dreary labyrinth of pas-
sages stretches in all directions, (alleries,
from 3 to 6 feet wide, and often not suffi-
ciently lofty to admit one’s standing erect,
cross and recross, their walls stored with
the dust of the Christians, whose graves,
cut longitudinally and closed with slabs of
roughly hewn marble or terra-cotta,
rise ticr above tier to the numnber some-
times of 6 or 7. Here and there the
passa_e expands into a chapel which exhib-
its traces of having been used as a
ple .e of worship, or admits to a chamber
v nere many are buried together, perhaps
the members of one family who wished to
be united in death as they had been in
life.

The chapels or crypts (cubiculag are
often capable of holding 80 people. Some
are rude in the extreme and utterly devoid
of all decorations, the untouched work of

ferent roads, had received separate names. . the hunted Christians, who could bestow
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little attention on architecture and painting,
but desired only a safe retreat and a se-
cure resting-place, when they had ex-
changed this troublous scene for the
heavenly rest. But others are richly
adorned with the first efforts of Christian
art; which were certainly in many cases,
and probably in all, added after the origi-
nal excavation of the chapels in honnur of
some distinguished saint, a bishop or mar-
tyr, who lay buried in them. A grave
sunk in the floor (arcosvlium) or a stone
sarcophagus is generally found in these
chapels, on which more than ordinary care
was bestowed. But in all there are graves
upon graves. Space and labour were far
too precious to be wasted.

A glance at the map of any one of the
catacombs shows these chapels or crypts
to be seattered in groups, and not equally
distributed throughout the labyrinthal
maze. It may be that the martyr’s re-
mains were held in greater reverence than
those of men who in the ordinary course of
nature had been * gathered to their fathers,”
and that thus each group may mark
a period of persecution when many such
were borne by the sorrowing though yet
rejoicing Church to her gloomy dwelling,
where their graves would remind her of
her duty and her destiny. So numerous
are they that in & remote corner of the
catacomb of St. Callixtus there are no less
than 11 chapels of different sizes situated
in about 300 yards of gallery. A more
detailed description of their plan and ar-
rangement will be given in a separate
paper, when it will be seen what important
light they throw on the internal history of
the Roman Church.

Light is admitted to the galleries and |

chapels by small holes in the roofs, through
which it strears down, hardly illuminating
the impenetrable darkness which envelops
this land of death. When the catacombs
were 1i. use, these luminare were far more
numerous than they are at present, and
and answered the double purpose of light-
ing and ventilation, in regard to the latter
of which no little difficulty must have been
experienced when any number of Christ-

!
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combs are by no meaus excavated in the
same level throughout, but possess some-
times as many as even 5 stories of galle-
ries. Hundreds of lives have been acci-
dentally lost in them. Not many years
ago a school of 37.boys with tlcir master
disappeared and were never found; and
the traditions of the catacombs abound with
frightful tales of men who, having gone
astray, wandered about till overtaken by
despair and death. Owing to this the only
catacomb to which the public is admitted
without a special order from the Cardinal
Vicar is that of St. Sebastian, which on
that very account is least interesting; for,
having been open from time immemorial.
it is stript of every object that could pos-
sibly be transported, and it js these very
objects which give their deepest interest
to the catacombs, more especially the se-
pulchral slabs which closed the faces of
the graves, and on which are engraved the
last farewell of the survivors to the Jepart-
ed parent or child, brother or sister, and
the symbols of their faitk and hope.

These will, God willing, afford subjects
for several papers : but, that our investiga-
tion of them may be more intelligible,
the next pumber will be devoted to the
History of the Catacombs.

ESSAY ON THE SCOTTISH REFORMATION
BY THE REV. JOHN COOK D. D., QUEBEC.

At the beginning of the Christian era
Scotland was a thinly peopled country,
the inhabitants in a state of barbarism,
their religion Druidical, such as Caesar
found in Gaul and in South Britain. It is
not known at what time Christianity was
introduced into it. Probably it penetrated
early into the Roman Province of Britaio,
between which and the capital of the Em-
pite there was much and frequent inter-
course. But it would be greatly later, we
may reasonably suppose, before it could
obtain a footing among the wilds and
savages of the north. It is not till after
the 5th century that we have any reliable
information on the subject. Even after
that period we have little more preserved
to us than the names of certamn distin-

ians were confined in them for a length of | guished apostles of the faith, whose great

time.

No one ventures to enter a catacomb
without a guide, as the intricacy of its
passages would preclude all chance of the
entrance being rediscovered, and the diffi-
culty and danger are further heightened by
* the ascending and descending steps which
are frequently met with: for the cata-

f

and self-denying labours had insured the
remembrance of them in the traditions and
in the history of the nation—Ninian, the
apostle of Galloway—Coiumbus, the head
of a monastic body settled in Iona, oue of
the remote Western Islands, who was em-
ployed for 34 years in training Christian
missionaries and planting churches in the
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mainland of Scotland—Mungo or Ken-
tigern, whose residence was on the site of
the modern city of Glasgow and Cuthbert,
who lived at Melrose, and communicated
the knowledge of the Guspel to the inhab-
itants of the South. There were no pa-
rochial clergy or diocesan bishops till after
the 12th century. Previous to that pe-
riod, behind other nations in receiving the
kncwledge of the faith from the centre of
Christendom, Scotland seems to have
been also behind others in receiving the
errors and superstitions with which Chris-
tianity had early begun to be corrupted ;
truth and error both in these days trav-
elling more slowly than in subsequent
times.  Ultimately however the Scotush
Church acquiesced, like others, in the pre-
vailing doctrine and modes of worship, and
submitted to the Papal authority. Nor
was the Roman Church anywhere more
powerful than in Scotland.

It would be a great mistake to suppose
that during the reign of that Church in
Scotland it did not confer many and great
benefits on the people. Its influence,—
though too much exerted for self-aggran-
dizement, was also exerted to civilize the
rude inhabitants of the country. It en-
-couraged agriculture. It fostered learning.
It gave rise to sentiments of piety and
views of duty which, even when wmingled
with much of error and superstition, were
a vast improvement on the feelings and
views of unenlightened heathen. And
whatever true knowledge of God or of the
Gospel of His grace existed came through
its ministrations. But towards the perod
of the Reformation it had reached a state
of corruption which even, independent of
foreign 1nfluence, could not long have been
tolerated by a fierce and impatient though
superstitious people. The faich of the
Church embraced a1l those errors which
still prevail in the Roman communion—by
which the Truth, even when taught, is to a
great extent made of none effect—and the
rendency of which, and actnal result, is to
exalt the powers of the priesthood as the
mediu. of that sacramental grace through
which o1 ly sin can be forgiven in this life,
or relief vbtained in a future life from the
pains of purgatory. Preaching, God’s chief
ordinance in all cases for the conversion of
sinners and the edifying of believers, and
necessary especielly in the case of a people
without even the rudiments of learning,
had fallen into disuse. The parochial
clergy seldom proached, the bishops sot at
all.  The monks of various orders, with
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whom the country was overflowed, wero
the only preachers, and their subjects were
of a nature little fitted to instruct or edify
the people—the virtnes of the mass—the
pains of purgatory—the miraculous legends
of saints. The sabbath after the mass was
employed as a holiday or a fair. Bishop-
rics were given to the illegitimate children
of the nobility. Both bishops and clergy
were scandalously liceniious in their lives.
Tithes and Church dues of all kinds were
exacted with merciless rapacity. The
Seriptures, except that portion of them
contained in the Roman missal, were little
known even to the clergy, and a sealed
book to the people. There was an exten-
sive and disgraceful traffic in relics and
indulgences : and religious processions and
pilgrimages to shrines of reputed sanctity
seem not to have contributed either to the
piety or the morality of the people.

It was impossible that such a state of
things could continue in any country, how-
ever little enlightened, without a revolt of
the conscience and the common sense of
man. There were loud complaints against
ecclesiastical rapacity and tyranny. Poets
satirized the profligacy of the priesthood,
and held it up to ridicule. In the Waest
of Scotland—from the days of Wickliff—
there had becn pious persons who mourn-
ed over the abuses of the Church, gud
were disposed to return to the simplicity
of the primitive faith. There was ceasing
to be so wide a distinction between the
learning of the clergy and the ignorancs of
the higher classes of laymen. In these
circumstances the news of religious revo-
lution in foreign countries could not fail to
tell powerfully on the Scottish mind. Ger-
many seni Bibles and books of the new
divinity—new, that is, to the people of
these days, though really the old faith of
the apostles and the primitive believers.
England threw off the yoke of the Papacy,
and urged on Scotland to do the same,
First among the more pious of the priest-
hood and the educated of the aristocracy,
finally by the great body of the people, the
principles of the Reformation werereceived
and professed, and the Romaa Church
was overthrown in what bad been one of
its chief citadels and strongholds. It was
despoiled of its wealth. Its eeclesiastical
buildings were stripped of their ornaments,
many of them destroyed by the revolu-
tionary fury of the populace—its peculi-
arities of doctrine and worship, long held
so sacred, were condemned and despised,
and its superstition and tyranny abhorred,
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as to this day af'er alapse of 300 years |
they continue to be, by the great body of |
the Scottish people. ‘
Conspicuous, and ever tc be remembered
with honour and reverence among those
who were instrumental in bringing about
this great change in the religious senti-
ments of the people of Scotland, was
Patrick Hamilton, Abbot of Ferme, the
protomartyr of the Scottish Reformation.
He was born in the year 1504, and was |
both by the father and mother’s side of
royal lineage. So early as 1526 his mind
seems to have been partially enlightened
as to the great corruptions which prevailed !
in the Church, and the bold manner in
which he expressed himself on them at-
tracted the attention and excited the sus-
piciens of the clergy. Having resolved to
visit the continent of Europe, he repaired to
Wirtemberg, where he was kindly received
by Luther and Melancthon, and at the Uni-
versity of Marburg, he was instructed by
an exiled French Protestant in the prin-
ciples and doctrines of the Reformation. In-
flamed with a desire,which he could not con-
trol even in the face of the most imminent
danger, to communicate them to his coun-
trymen, he returned to Scotland, and pub-
lished his religious views, corresponding
with those mnow bheld by Evangelical
Churches and expressed with great clear- |
ness and brevity. Ile was speedily cast
into prison and brought to trial by the
Romish ecclesiastics; and on the last day |
of February, 1528, being in the 24th year
of his age, he was commiiled to the flames
before the gate of St. Salvater College in
St. Andrews. It was at noon the youth-
ful and noble martyr was brought out for
execution. He was accompanied by a few
friends and a faithful servant. In his
hands he had a copy of the Gospels, which
he gave to a friend. His gown and gar-
merts he gave to his servant, saying, “ This
stuff will not help me in the fire, but it
will do thee some good. I have no more
to leave thee but the exainple of my death,
which I pray thee to keep in mind. For,
albeit the same be bitter 2nd painful in
man’s judgement, yet is it the entrance to
everlasting life, which none can inherit,
who deny Christ.” It was six hours before
his body was redaced to ashes. His last
words were, “ Tow long O Lord, shail dark-
ness cover this realm! How long wilt |
Thou suffer this tyranny of men! Lord Je- |
sus, receive my Spirit.” Since the days of '
Stephen no nobler martyr had passed from
carth to heaven, It was a cruel murder |

i
|
|
i
i
!
|
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of which his persecutors had been guilty.
But it was a miserable folly too—as indeed
all sin is folly. His youth, his rank, his
inflexible courage attracted the general at-
tention of the people, and so greatly was
the offect favorable to the cause for which
he died that it was afterwards said— that
the smoke of the flames in which he per-
ished infected all that they blew on.

We have no accurate account of the
martyrs who perished after the fires of per-
secution were first lighted. In 15335
Henry Forrest, a young monk, was burned
at St. Andrews—in the year following
Norman Gourlay, a priest, and David
Strachan, a gentleman of respectable fam-
ily. In 1589 on the Castle Hill of Edin-
burgh were burned for heresy 4 priests
and a notary: in the same year in Glas-
gow a grey friar, named Russell, and a
young man, named Kennedy. Multitudes
were driven into exile from their country in
dread of a like fate. And every means
was taken to prevent the spread of the
Reformed doctrines. Yet they continued
to spread. The blood of the martyrs in Scot-
land, as elsewhere, proved the seed of the
Church. There was considerable inter-
course at that time between Scotland and
the continent of Europe. Every traveller
returned with tidings of the progress of the
Reformers. Every vessel that eached
Scotland brought translations of the Scrip-
tures and the stormy productions “of the
early chiefs of the Refermation. There
sprung-up a strong desire to be acquainted
with the Scriptures. And there was to be
seen—what, 1t is alleged, our own city this
day exemplifies—families congregating to-
gether in the evening, or even at dead of
uight, to hear the Scriptures read. s
yet there were no ministers or authorized
teachers of the Reformation, but the desire
for the Scripture had become so strong
thal an act was passed by the Parliament
in 1543 authorizing the reading of it by
all the lieges, though with singular incon-
sistency prohibiting men to form op'-ions
of it, or to make it a subject of dispute or
argument. In 1540 the Reformed doc-
trine had made large progress both among
the coramon people and persons of rank
in the country. The fearsof the clergy werc
thoroughly aroused, and they presented to
the King, James V, the father of Mary,
Queen of Scots, a list of some hundreds of
persons of wealth and distinction whom
they denounced as heretics. And only
the unfortunate expedition against En-
gland, which ied wltimately to the king’s
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death, prevented their suffering under th. | sufficient for a sacrifice.” This was John
same cruel Jaws which bad already brought | Knox—destined in the providence of God
so many fo the stake. This was in 1542. | to be yet more distinguished than the teach-
In 1544 there came back from Cam- ; er whom he so much regarded—tosbecome,
bricge, where he bad been a student, a | as Milton afterwards expressed it, the Re-
young Scotsman—the brother of a landed | former of a whole nation—and with whose
proprietor in the Mearns. He had been | personal history and labours the Scottish
driven from Montrose 1, the Bishop of | Reformation is henceforth indissolubly con-
that diocese for teaching the Greek New | nected.
Testament. He returned a Reformer in He was born in 1505, and educated at
his character and deportment, the most ; the University of St. Andrews. Because of
amiable and interesting of those who had | distinguished merit he was ordained a priest
received the new doctrine. “ Excelling,” | before the canonical age of 25. He
it has been £aid of him ** all his countrymen | began the study of th2 Fathers and then
at that peried in learning, of the most per- | «f the Scriptures in 1535, but did not de-
suasive cloquence, irrepreachable in life, ; clare himself a Protestant till 1542 when
courteous and affable in manner, his fervent | he was 37 years of age. He had largely
piety, zeal and courage in the cause of | profited by the instructions of Wishart,
Truth were tempered with uncommon | after whose death he would have re-
meckness, modesty, patience, prudence and § turned to his duties as a tator, had he not
charity.” This was George Wishmit. He | been urged by the father of Lis pupils to
travelled over the country preaching with , enter the Castle of St. Andrews, then held
boldness the doctrines of the Reformation { by the conspirators who had assassinated
—in_churches where these were opened ; Cardinal Beaton. Here he lectured and
to him—in the fields or in the market- ) taught—nowise doubting apparently the
places where they were refused.  He was | morality and justice of the deed by which
accompanied by many persons of distine- | that cruel persecutor had met his fate. It
tion and was everywhere acceptable to the | was in the Church of St. Andrews;, to which
people. Having heard that the plague had | the inhabitents of the Castle had access,that
broken out at Dundee, he procecded ; Knox reccived the call to that great work
thither, and was indefatigablein preaching ) which ke never afterwards abandoned, and
the Gospel and visiting the sick.  Hence | in prosecuting which his zeal never slatk-
he was recalled to Edinburgh to = public j ened.  Here he was unespectedly addres-
disputation. Here his friends concealed | sed in presence of the congregation by the
him for 2 time but, having again resumed | preacher of the garrison, nmself a convert-
his work of preaching, he was seized by § vd monk, -. these striking terms: © Broth-
Cardinal Beaton, taken to St. Aundrews, ar- { e, yoa shall not be offended although I
raignedbefore a tribunal of clergy, deciared | speak anto you what I had in charge oven
guilty of heresy and condemned to die. | from all those that are here present, which
He suffered on the st of March, 1546, | is this: In the name of God, and of His
before the castle of St. Andrews—DBeaton ; Son Jesus Christ, and in the name of all
and other prelates looking on from 8 bal- | who presently call you by my mouth, I
cony. Here, it is said ho pronounced the | charge you that you refuse not this holy vo-
prophetic sentence so speedily verified in | cation, but, as you tender the glovy of God,
the fate of his cruel and remorsaless perse- | the increase of Christ’s kingdom, the cdifi-

culor. “He, who insuch high state from
that high place feedeth his eyes with my
torments within a few days shall bo hanged
out of the same window with as much 1g-
nominy s he now leaneth there in pride”

On he night when Wishart was appre-
hended by the directions of Cardinal Bea-
ton he dirccted an atlendant who hsd af
fectionately waited on him, and who was
desirous o share his danger, to retum to
his former occupation, and to lay aside the
sword which he carried for the protection
of kis revered friend and master. ® Nay,”
said he, “ return to your bairas (his pupils,
that meant) and God bless you. Ogne is

caticn of your brethren, and the comfort of

1 me, whom you understand well cnough to

be oppressed by the multitude of 1abours,
that you take the public office and charge
of preaching—cven as you seck to avert
God's hicavy displeasure, and desire that He
shall multiply His graces unto you.” The
congrezaticn unanim.usly expressing their
assent to this scheme, Kuox tried in van
tn answer—he burst into tears—and left
the charch. Ultimately however ho sc-
cepted theeall, and, though oppressed with
a sense of the difiicully and responsibility
of the Christian ministry—such as made
even the great Aposte of the Gentiles ex-
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claim, * Who is sufficient for thesethings ¢”
—he gave himself thenceforth to the work
of the ministry.

It would be unsuitable to enter into the
details of his subsequent history at length—
deeply interesting as to every Scotsman

should be the history of one who so largely '

contributed to form and mould the nation-
al character. After the Castle of St. An-
drews was taken, Knox was confined for
19 months in the French galleys. After
his liberation he proceeded to England,
where he remained 5 years during the
reign of Edward V1. The Erglish Reform-
ers had not yot ceascd to fraternize with
Protestant ministers from other churches
than their own, or to prefer orders given
by Papal bishops to orders given by Prot-
estant Presbyters. Knox was welcomed
to England—employed to preach--con-
suited in respect of the Book of Common
Prayer—offered first a benefice in London
and then a bishopric. e did not however
feel free in conscierce to become a minis-
ter of the Church of England, and disap-
proved of much of its constitution and
order as unwarranted by Seriptural au-
thority : and he particularly objected toits
avowed want of dicipline. He continued
however to labour in the cause of the Ref-
ormation in  England, where able and
wellinformed labourers were few in pro-
portion to the need, to the reign of Mery,
when he was forced to retire to France.
His residence on the continent is chiefly
remarkeble for the friendship he formed
with Calvin, and for the opportunity he
cnjoyed of sceing in the Church of Geneva
an ccclesiastical constitution which most
entirely concurred with what he considered
to be the Scriptura! and primitive order.
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'icus worship and for mutual instruction
and edificatior At the earnest request
of the leading Yrotestants he returncd to
Scotland in May, 1559, where he remained
till Lis death. Till that perivd, though it
was a time when many great aud distin-
guished men flourished, it is not tov much
to say that his was the mind which was
the most powerful and effective in its influ-
ence on the people. He it was who found-
ed the Protestant Churcl. in Scotland, and
so established the Scriptural urderin which
it was constituted in the minds of the
. people that successive generativns have

resisted every dffurt to subvert and with-
Vdraw it. He was no bigut—for, though
| opposed to the use of liturgies in pub-

lic worship, he adopted one as tempor-
‘ arily necessary, the clergy being few
and many but imperfectly instructed.
! Thougn opyosed to Episcopacy—in the
circumstannes of the Church he cuncurred
in the temporary appointment of Superin-
' tendents to plant Churches and, sulject to
. Presbyrterics and Assemblies, to watch over
" both the clergy and the people: though

requiring men trained by proper education
! for the duties of the Ministerial Officc, he
" appointed readers of the Word, as neces-
sary in the circumstances of the timwes,

using in all his ecclesiastical armngements
, that wise expediency which is free, ac-
* cording to Scripture, to Christian Churches
in secking the great emd of their con-
' struction the glory of Geod, the honor of
' Christ, and the salvation of souls. From
D the path of duty he conld never Le saduc-

ed Ly cither the Llandishments or the
[ Golence of the Court. « There lies he,”
I said the Regent Morton when his body
! was laid in the grave—** therelies he who

!

]
!
i

— -

In 1555 he rcturned o Scotland, where | never feared the face of man.”  Of large
for & time he hal opportunity daily to ! and liberal views, his desire was to extend
preach the Gospel, and largely to influence ! the means of common and of collegiate
the minds «of several of the future ralers ! cducation to all ranks; and to this end
and distinguished men. In 1556 he preach- i along with a moderate support to the Prot-
ed in the West of Scotland, and in the | cstant Ministers he wiched to devote the
house of the Extl of Glencairn dispensed | forfeited possessions of the Remish Church:
for the first time the Sacrament of our | in which, if he hrd not been thwarted by
Lord’s Supper according to the Reformed ! the avarice of the nolles, he would have

order.  Subsequently lie jeined with a
large body of Urotestants in asolemn bond
or covenans, in which they engaged to re-
nource the errers of Popery and to main-
tain the pure preaching of the Gospel. In
July, 1556, he found 1 necessaty o leave
Scotland and to return 0 Geneva,  Befrre
las departure Lo exhorted the Protest-
ants to give themselves to the stndy of the
Seripturesy, ard to moet together for relig

" given to Sentland a <till more distingmished
* place than she has ¢ver ecoupied among

the naticas of wankind. In August, 1360,
Knex drew up a Confession of Faith—in
all essential peints coinciding with that
long after prepared at Westminster, which
was adnpted by Parliament as the Confes-
son of the Reformed Church of Seclland,
ard the Dopich worship was ferbidden.
On the 20th of Dicombrer the first Gereral
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Assembly met in Edinburgh. It consisted |
of 40 members—of whom only 6 were
Mi.isters. It sat for 7 days, ¢ convened
on the things which were to set forward
God’s glory and the weal of His Church
in the realm of Scotland.” From that
period the Reforination, though bhaving
many enemies to contend with, was tri-
umphant, and the Scottish mind has ever
since been subject to its influence.

A ground of thankfu!ness to the Divine ’
providence and to those who were the in-
struments under P’rovidence in bringing
about that resnit which it is not easy to
over, estimate—in one i ortant respect it
is true that the Reforn:ation then, and for
long after, stood itself 1- need of Refor-
mation. It wass intolerayt. It persecuted
others as itself had been parsecuted. There
was much fo palliate ttis—the danger
of the Protestant Churches—the spirit
they had brought with them from the Roman
—the recency of their conversion to a
sound faith—the norelty of the doctrine
of toleration. From the beginning of the
world, says a recent historian of the
Church of Scotland, men saw that it
was wrong to persecute them. It is
only about 200 years since they began
clearly to dJiscern that it was wrong
for them to persecute others. But, apart
fror: this sad blot with which the Scottish
Reformation is chargeable, and notwith-
standing much of violencc and illiberaiity
which marked its pro how great have
been the blessings of which, under Provi-
dence, it bas been the source! It gave the
Bible to the people. It established the
preaching of the Gospel over theland. It
from the beginning took measures for gen-
cral education. It gave an impulse of ac-
tivity to the general mind. It laid the
foundation of civil liberty More or less
directly all the blessings which have dis-
tinguished Scotland among the nations for
the last thres centuries may be traced to
it. Compare Scotland now with any simi-
lar country which refased to accept the
Reformation; Portugal, for example, how
far superior to Scotiand then—how im-
measurably inferior to it now! Isit not
rocet we should consider what has been
the cause of such 3 changs in our faveur,
and meet also that we shonld honor those
who were God's instraments in effccting
it? They had a battle to fight, the diffi-
caltics of which we can but most imper-
fecy apprehend. Who shall estimate
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the powers of this World but against all

which they had been taught and accus-

tomed to call venerable and sacred! But

such men are raised-up by God to effect

his great purposes in the World, and the

career of snch it is well for us to study,

even when it is in regard of civil things

only that they are exercised—showing us

what man may do, what God is plessed to

make man capable of doing.

Oh how comely it is, and how reviving

To the spirits of just men long oppressed !

When God into the hands of their deliverars

Puts irresistible might

To quell the mighty of the earth, the oppressors,

The brute and boisterous force of violent men

Hardy and industrious to support

Tyrannic power, but ragicg to pursue

The righteous and 2ll such as honour truth.

He all their ammunition

And feats of war defeats,

With plain heroic magnituds of mind

And, celestial vigour armed,

Their armouries and magaziaes contemns,

Renders them useless, while with winged ex-
pedition,

Swift as the lightning glance, He exccates

His errand on the wicked, who surprised,

Lose their defence, distracted and amazed.

So spoke the poet in a season when
there were such men. And from time to
time God will still raise-up such—like him
who in these days did, almost single-kand-
ed, rescue Southern Italy from long and
cruel despotism. In the period of the
Reformation there were many such. And
they were not ouly heroic in the temper of
their minds. They wers God’s willigg ser-
vants—resting their faith in His Word—
and drawing support from its promises in
all their troubles, living by the faith of
Christ, dying in the fath of Him. In
honouring and cherishing the memory of
such, let it be said again, Wc hooour God
who raised them up to cxecuta His good
aud holy purposes. And it will be signi-
ficant of a deplorable decay both in patri-
otic and Christian feeling if they ever
cease to hold a place in the nstion’s heart,
or their names to bo kept in honourable
remembrance.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

Mr Saker, the Baptist missionsry at Camo-
roops in Africs, bas completed the version of
the New Testamentin Daoslla, and hss com-
meaced the Old Testament.

The Globe annouaces tho dexth of the Rav.
Thomas Hartwell Homae, B.D., of the University
of Cambridge, suthor of oac of the most cole-
brated works in Biblicsl lilerature, ‘An Intro-

rightly the courage of sach men as Luther
or Knox! stauding firm not only against

duction to the Critical Study of the Holy Scrip-
+ tures, and various other works of high merit.
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The Kingston News says ;—Mrs. Weir, wifc
of the Rev. Professor Weir, of Queen’s College,
composed a short poem on the death of His
Royal Highuess the late Prince Consort, and,
acting on the advice of friends, forwarded a
copy to the Queen. The last English mail
brought a note conveying to Mrs. Weir
her Majesty's thanks for the poem which she
had accepted.

A Nosre Girr.—Ar. John Watkins, we hear
has just performed onc of his acts of liberal
charity, having handed over the munificentsum
of $4000 towards the enlargement of the King-
ston General Hospitel. Such private munifi-
cence is comparatively rare in Canada; and
this instance des.rvos to be made public.—
Kingston News.

In answer toan appeal from the Rev. E. For-

bes to his congregation on the first day of the |

year, upwards of £200 has been forwarded to
him towards payiag off the debton the English
Church, Rue 9’'Aguessean, Paris. Connected
with this church there are now a chaplain
and assistant-chaplain and a Scripture reader
constantly engaged among a large aud scatter-
<d English population.

POETRY.

For the Preshyteriar..
A VOICE FROM CANADA.
Afar in our Canadian forest-land

!
!
|

We thought of coming war and troublous .

times,

When strange, sad tidings, wafted to our strand, '

Made mournful musicof our Christmas chimes.

We knew that in that throbbing hour of fate
Shora of onc noble prop the Empire stood;

IFe knew car Queen, bereaved and desolate,
Bowed neath the crushing gricfof widowhood!

That fatal night, so charged with bitter woe,
No thrill came to us ¢'cr the dark bluc sea,

i

The nation’s gricf—and thine—we could not .
i

know

Or then, our Queen  our hearts had mouraed ‘

with thee.

Oh! sadly dsrkened . that Ghristmes cve,
When first the tidin, met our startled cars;
We seemed as for » personsl loss to grieve,—
Tho Ghristmas stars looked on our falling
tears!

Oh strange and sad it seemed—that Ghrisusas

day,—
When' boly gladness all our hearts should
claim!

et v wmm e =4 -

Qb sirange and sad it setmeod, when met to pray,

To leave unutlersd ore fmilias name!

As in a sorrowing silence, slill and decp
W;:w tissed that name wheso it was wont to
With tears in maay an cve unused to weep—
Onfr mguming, widowsd Queep, we praved
or Laee.

!
|
!
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That one most loving Friend, ohstricken wife!
Might to thy bitter grief, His balm impart,
And He—The Resurreclion and The Life—
Breathe heavenly healing o'er ‘hy wounded
heart!

Not in the mockery of an idle show—

As when some purpled tyrant meetshis doom,
We donned the sable drapery of woe—

But in true sorrow o'er a mouraéd tomb.

We felt as though vur hearts with grief were
stirred
For some loved presence borne from earth
away,
A name familiar as a housebold word—
A sunbeam parted from our common day.

We had not seen his face, our Queen,—nor thine
As from our childhood we bad longed to see,

But round our inmost hearts we loved to twine
The interwoven thougbt of 2tm and thee !

Not warmest British hearts around thee pressing
More loyally can own thy sway serenc—
Can ask for thee a richer, truer blessing—
Can pray with fuller heart, “ God save tke
Queen !

}
. Feor British blood flows in Canadian velns,

And loyal love and truth still brightly glosw;

Even while our streams lic bound in icy chains

Our hearts beat warmly ’neath Canadian
Snow.

Though deep and wide between an ocean roars,
In vain its fury spends that boisterons sea—

It cannot break the tie that binds our shores—
Because our hearis—1to Britain and to lace?

And stronger is it evea than we knew—
And dearer in thy sorrow hast thou growan,

And a1l our hearts a firmer purpose drew—
To rally closer yet around thy throne.

We thank our God for peace within our laung,
But had, tke téme of trial come indeed,

We had been ready at our post o stand
For Quect and Coualry, n the hour of need!

Long way thy geatle reign be spared us yot—
Long sway thy scept.e over land and ses—
In all that realm on whick no sun msy set
No i2nd more loyal is than ours to thee !
CaTaRAQEI
Jenusaty, 1862.

THE SINNER'S BGRIAL.

So I saw tho wicked buried, who had come
and gone from the place of the hely ; and they
were forgotten in the city where they had so
done.'—EccLrst. vii. 10.

TWeart ina Christless shroud,
He sleeps the Christless sleep :

Above him, the cternal clouds,
Benesth, the fiery deep.

Laid in 8 Christless tomb,
There, bound with felon-chain,

Ho waiss the terrors of his doow,
The judgement and the pain.
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O Christless shroud, how cold!
How dark, O Christless tomb !

O grief that never can grow old!
O endless, hopeless doom !

O Christless sleep, how sad !
What waking shalt thou know ?
For thee no star, no dawning glad,
Only the lasting woe!

To rocks and hills in vain
Shall be the sinner's call;

O day of wrath and death and pain,
The lost soul's funeral!

0 Christless soul, awake
Ere thy last sleep begin !

O Christ, the sleeper's slumbers break,
Burst thou the baunds of sin!

THE QUEEN'S MESSAGE.

While the fate of 200 unfortunate miners,
lately killed at Hartley Colliery, was still un-
certain, 2 tclegram was despatched to the
North from Osborae, inquiring by Her Majesty’s
command, “Is there hope?” The following

lines by ‘* Isn ™ have appeared in the Scofsman |

in commemoration of this touching incident:

Not to her Peers or Parliament,
Her soldiers or her lords,

Not to the waiting nations went
Our Sovereign Lady's words:

She claimed no loyal service,
No love or honour due—

O mourning wives and mothers,
Her message is for you!

‘Where England's richest harvests
Are gathered 'neath the soil,

More than two hundred men and boys
Went to their dsily toil ;

Down in the earth's dark chambers
They wrought till fell the doom!

And the pit shut its yawring mouth
Upon the living tomb.

And swiftly spread the tidings,
First told with bated breath,
* More than two hundred living souls
Down there shut up with death.”
There ran 2 thrill of horror
Through all above the ground
Up to our mourning Queen, who rose
Amid her grief profound.

*‘Is there hope ?” she asked—the question |

They ask with pleading eve,
In palace and in cottage,
Who stand where death is nigh.
#No!" all around the pit's mouth
The wailing women go;
Till they who toil to rescue
Sob-out the dreaded “ Nol?

The message of our widowed Queen
Came to cach widow there:

My heart bleeds,” suffering sister,
In your grief I have a share,

Oh! when such boly bealing
Did Royal lips impari?

Thy message, Sovercign Lady, made
A naudon of one heart,

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

SELECTIONS.

THe Gurar PLAGUE oF 1666 1% ScOTLAND.—
It was o fearsome time! whole households died
and there were none to bury them, neither
would any go near them; and these houses of
the dead were avoided, till first the thatch fell
in, then the walls, and then a green knoll cover-
ed all, giving them a burial many, many years
after it bad been denied them by man. You
se¢ there Carradale Glen, where the plantings
are, and where the river comes down from the
mountains. Well, sir, in that glen, in the time
of the Great Plague, there was a man who
took the sickness; and, hearing of what I've
told you of the people dying in their houses,
he feared he should not be buired. So, this
fear took such a power over him, that he pre-
vailed on some of his friends to dig his grave;
and he went and sat by, and saw it done,
When it was dug, he laid himself in the grave,
with his sword by his side; and presently he
‘ died; and his friends covered his body with

the turf. MacCaog was the man's name; and
S they will show you the grave to this day.

# Caigh-Mhic-Caoga” is its Gaelic name, which
i meaus *the grave of MacCaog.”—Cuthbert Bed's
i “Glencregzan” -

i

!
!
!

AN ANECDOTE OF THE LATE Prisce CONSORT.—
A beautifully exccuted statuc stands at the
top of the Queen's staircase in the private
apartments of the Castle. It represents the
Boy-King, Edward VI., marking with hisscep-
tre a prssage in the Bible, which he holds in
his left hand, and upon which he intently looks.
A closer inspection discovers the following text
upon the open page :(—** Josiah was eight years
old when he began to reign; and he reigned
thirty and one ycars inJerusalem. And he did
that which was right in the sight of the Lord,
and walked in 2ll the way of Dayid his father,
and turned not aside to the right hand or to the
left.” This statue was executed by the desire
of the late Prinrce Consort, who intended it to
convey to his son a constant and most signifi-
cant suggestion of the Divine rule by which the
future Sovercign of England should fashion his
heart and life.

IxpisCRIMINATE CHaniTy.—What we have to
i bestow in charity, being a trust, we cannot dis-
| charge it faithfully without taking some care
to satisfy ourselves, in some degree that we be-
stow it upon proper objects of charity. Qne
hears persons complaining that it is difficult to
; distinguish 140 are such, yet often seeming to
y forget that thisis the reason for using their best
. endeavours to do it; and others make a cus-
, tom of giving to idle vagabonds—sa kind of
, charity very improperly so-called, which one
reslly wonders people can sllow themseives in
. —merely to be relieved from impartunity, orat
! best ta gralify a false good-nature. For they
i cannot but know that it is at least very doubt-
ful whether what they thus give will not imme-
diately be spent in riot and drunkenness. Or
i suppose it be not, yet still they know they do
. 2 great deal of certain mischief, by encourag-
! ing this shameful teade of begging in the streets
. and all the disorders which accompany it.—
. Biskep Buller, (1740).
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“WEE DAVIE.!
“And a little child shall lead them.”
- CHAPTER 1.

“#Wee Davic” was the oo'v -hild of Wm.
Thorburn, blacksmith. The chutw had reach-
ed the age in which he could venture, with
prudence and reflection, on a journey from one
chair to another, his wits kept alive by mater-
nal warnings of * Tak’ care, Davie ; mind the
fire, Davie.”  And, when bis journey was end-
¢d in safety, and he looked over his shoulder
with & ¢.y of joy to his mother, he w s reward-
ed, in addition to the rewards of his own
brave and adventurous spirit, by such a smile
23 equalled only his own, and by the well-mer-
ited approval of ¢ Weel done, Davie !’

Davie was the most powerful and influential
member of the household. Neither the British
fleet, nor the French army, nor the Armstrong
gun, nor the British Constitution, had the pow-
er of doing what Davie did. They might as
well have tried to make a pri.arose grow or a
lark sing! He was, for exaraple, a wonderful
stimulus to labour. His father, the smith, bag
been rather disposed to idleness before his son’s
arrival. He did not take to his work on cold
morning3 as he might bave done, and was apt
to neglect many opportunities, which offered
themselves, of bettering his condition; and
Jeanie was easily put off by some plausible
objection when she urged her husband to make
an additional honest penny to keep the house.
But # the bairn™ became 8 new motive to ex-
ertion, and the thought of leaving him and
Jeanie more comfortable, in case sickness laid
the smith aside, or death took him away, be-
came like 2 new sinew to his powerful arm, as
ne wiclded the hammer, and made it ring the
music of hearty work on the sounding anvil.
The meaning of benefit-clubs, sick-socicties,
and penny-banks, was fully explained by “wee
Davie.”

Darvie also exercised & remarkable influence
on bis father’s political vicws and social nabits.
The smith had been fond of debates on politi-
cal questions, and no more sonorous growl of
discontent than his could be heard against the
powers that be, the injustice done to the mas-
ses, and the misery which was occasioned by
class legislation. He bad also made-up his
mind not to be happy or contented, but only
to endure life as & necessity laid upon him,
until the required reforms in Church and state,
at home and abroad, had been attaired. But
bis wife, without uttering a syllable on mat-
ters which she did not pretend cven to under-
stand, and by a series of acts out of Parlia-
ment, by reforms in houschold arrangements,
by introducing good bills to her own Housc of
Commons, and by a charter, whose points were
chicfly very common-place oncy, such as a
comfortable meal, a tidy home, a clean fireside,
& polished grate, above all, a cheerful coun-
tenance and womanly love,—these radical
changes had made her husband wonderfully
fond of his own house. He was, under this
teaching, gelting every day too contented for &
patsiet and too happy for a man in such an
ill.governed world.  His old companions conld
sot at laat coax him out al night. He was
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lost as & member of one of the most philo-
sophical clubs in the neighbourhood. His old
pluck, they said, was gone. The wife, it was
alleged by the patriotic bachelors, had “cow-
ed ¥ him, and driven all the spirit out of him.
But * Wee Davie” completed this revolution.

One failing of William’s had hitherto resisted
Jeanie’s silent influence. The smith had form-
ed the babit, before he was married, of meet-
ing a few companions, ‘“just in a friendly
way,” on pay-nights at a public-house. It
was true that he was never * what might be
called a drunkard "—“ pever lost a day’s work?
—* pever was the worse of liquor,” &c. But,
nevertheless, when he entered the snuggery in
Peter Wilson’s whisky-shop, with the blazing
fire and "comfortable atmosphere; and, when,
with half-a-dozen talkative, and, to him, pleas-
ant fellows and old companions, he sat round
the fire, and the glass circulated, and the gos-
sip of the week was discussed, and racy sto-
ries were told, and one or two songs sung,
linked together by memories of old merry meet-
ings; and current jokes were repeated, with
humour, of the tyrannical influence which
some would presume to exercise on *inno-
cent social enjoyment "—then would the smith’s
brawny chest expand, and his face beam, and
his feclings become malleable, and his six-
pences begin to melt, and flow out in generous
sympatby into Peter Wilsons fozy hand, and
there counted beneath his sodden eyes. And
so it was that ihe smith's wages were always
minus Peter’s gains. His wife had her fears—
her horrid anticipations—but did not like to
“even™ her husband to anything so dreadful
as what she in her heart dreaded. She took
her own way, however, to win him to the
house and to good, and gently insinuated
wishes rather than expressed them. The
smith, no donbt, was only * merry,” and never
was ill-tempered or unkind,—* yet at times”
—¢gnd then, what if—!” Yes, Jeanie, you
are right! The demon sneaks into the bouse
by degrees, and at first may be dispelled, and
the door shut upon him, but let him only once
take possession, then he wiil keep it, and shut
the door against everything pure, and lovely,
and of good report, and bar it against thee
and “Wee Darvie,” ay, and against better
than thee and than all else, and fill the house
with sin and shame, with misery and despar!

But “Wee Davie,” with bis arm of might,
drove the demon out. It happened thus: Une
evening when the smith returned home so
that ‘you would know i on lim,” his child
toddled to him, and, hfting him up, he made
him stand before him on lis knee. The child
began to play with the locks of the Samson,
and to pat bim on the check, and to repeat
with glec the name of *dad-a.” The smith
gazed 2t him intently, and with a peculiar
look of love, mipgled with sadness. “Isn't
be a bonnie bit bawn 77 asked Jeanie as she
looked over her husbands shoulder zt the
ciuld, nedding and smiling to him. The smith
spoke not a word, but gazed still upon his
boy, while some sudden cmotion was strongly
working in lus countenance. “It's donel?
hie at last said, as he put his child down,
“What's wrang! whats wrang!" exclaimed
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his wife as she stood before him, and put her
hands round his shoulders, bending down un-
til her face was close to his. ¢ Everything is
wrang, Jeanie!” ¢ Willy, what ig't? are ye
no' weel '—tell me what's wrang wi’ you ?2—
oh! tell me!” she exclaimed in evident alarm.
“It's &' richt noo ! he said, rising up and seiz-
ing his child, lifted him up to his breast, and
kissed him. He then folded biin in his arms,
clasped him to his heart, and, looking up in
silence, said, * Davie bas done it, along wi'
you, Jeanie, Thank God, I am a free man?’
His wife felt awed, she knew not how. *8it
doon,” he said, as he took out his handker-
chief, and wiped away a tear from his eye,
“and I'll tell you &’ aboot it” Jeaniesat on
a stool at his feet, with Davie on. her knee.
Her husband seized his child’s little hand with
one of his own, and wita the other took his
wife's. ‘I hav'na been what ye may c2’ a
drunkard,” he said, ¢ but I ha'e been often as
I shouldna ha'e been, and as, wi' God's help,
I never, never will be again!” “Oh!” ex-
claimed Jeanie. *Let me speak,” said Wil-
liam; “to think, Jeanie,”—here he struggled
as if something was choking him,—* to think
that for whisky I might beggar you and wee
Davie; tak’ the claes aff your back; drive ye
to the workhouse; break your heart; and
ruin my bonnie bairn, that loves me sae weel, in
saul and body, for time and for eternity! God
forgiec me! I canna stand the thocht o't, let
alane the reality I” and the strong man rose,
and, little accustomed as he was to show his
feelings, he kissed his wife and child. “Tts
done, it's done ™" he said, ‘dinna greet, Jeanie,
Thank God for you and Davie, my best bles-
sings.” ¢ Except Himsel ! said Jeanie, as she
hung on lLer husband’'s meck, ¢ Amen!” said
the smith, ‘*and noo, woman, nae mair aboot
it; it's done. Gie wee Davic a piece, and get
the supper ready.”

“Wee Davie” was also a great promoter of
social intercourse, an unconscious link be-
tween man and man, and a great practical
“yunionist.” He healed breaches, reconciled
differences, and was a peacc-maker betiween
kinsfolk and ncighbours. For example: Jea-
nic's parents were rather opposed to ber mar-
riage with the smith; some said because they
belonged to the rural aristocracy of country
farmers. They regretted, therefore, the day—
though their regret was expressed only to old
fricnds—when the lame condition of sorae of
the horses had brought Thorburn into commu-
nion with their stable, and ultimately with
their house. Thorburn was admitted to bea
sensible, well-to-do man; but then he was, at
best, but a smith, and Jeanie was good-look-
ing, 2and * by ordinary,” with expectations of
some “ tocher,” and as-her mother remarked,
“ tho' I say it, that shouldna say it,” &c., and
g0, with this introduction she would proceed
to ¢nlarge on Jeanie's excellencies, comment-
ing on the poor smith, rather with pauses of
silence, and expressions of hope ¢ that she
might be mistaken ? ol of % laeh, from their
very mystery, were more depreciatory than
any direct charges. But, when " wee Davie”
was born, the old conple deemed it proper and
due to themselves—not to speak of the respect
duc to their daughter, whom they sincereiy
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loved——to come and visit her. Her mother
had been with her, indeed, at an carlier pe-
riod; and the house was so clean, and Thor-
burn so intelligent, and the child pronounced
to be so like old David Armstrong, Jeanie's
father, especially about the forehead, that the
two families, as the smith remarked, were evi-
dently being welded, so that a few more gentle
hammerings would make them one. “Wee
Darvie,” as he grew up, became the fire of love
which heated the hearts of good metal so as
to enable favourable circumstances to give the
necessary finishing stroke which would per-
manently unite them. These circumsiances
were constantly occurring until, at last, Arm-
strong called on every market-day to see his
daughter and grandson, and he played with
the boy (who was his only grandson), and
took him on his knee, and put a “sweetie”
into his mouth, and evidently felt as if he him-
self was reproduced and lived in the boy. This
led to closer intercourse, until David Arm-
strong admitted that William Thorburn was
one of the most sensible men he knew; and
that he would not only back him against any
of his acquaintances for a knowledge of & good
horse, but for wonderful information as to the
state of the country generally, especially of
the landed interest and the high rent of land.
Mrs. Armstrong finally admitted that Jeanic
was not so far mistaken in her choice of a hus-
band. The good womar. always assumed that
the sagacity of the family was derived from
her side of the house. But, whatever doubts
still lingered in their minds as to the mar-
riage, these were all dissipated by one look ot
twee Davie.” “I'm just real proud about that
braw bairn o' Jeanie's,” she used 10 say to ber
husband. She added one day with a chuck-
ling laugh and smile, “D's¢ no think yersel.
gudeman, that wee Davie hes a look o' aull
Davie?” ¢ Mayhe, maybe,” replied auld Davie.
f“but I aye think he's our fin bairn we lost
30 years syne.” “That has been in my ain
mind,” said his wife; “but I never liked to
say it. But he's no the waur o' being lik:
baith.”

Again :—there lived in the same commu-
passage, and opposite to William Therburn s
door, an old soldier, a pensioner. He was a
bachelor, and by no means disposed to hold
much intercourse with his ncighbours. The
noise of children was obnoxious to him. He
maintained that “an bour's drill every day
would alone make them tolerable. Qbedienc:
to authority : right about, march! That's th:
thing,” the Corporal would say to some faths
of & numerous family in the ¥ close,” as he
flourished his stick with a smile rather than
growl. Jeanic pronounced him to be “a seif-
ish body.” Thorburn had mere than one:
tried to cultivate acquaintance with bim, a:
they were, constantly brought into outward
contact. But the Corporal was a Tory, and
more than suspected the smith of holding
# Radical ® sentiments. To defend
they were, was a point of honour with the pen-
sioner—a religion.  Any dislike to the Gor-
ernment seemed a slight upon the army, and
therefore wpon himself. Thorburn at last
avoided him, and pronounced him proud ami
ignorant. But onc day ® wee Davie” found

A% T =
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bis way into his house, and putting his hagds
on his knees, as he smoked his pipe at the fire-
side, looked-up to his face. The old soldier
was arrested by the beauty of the child, and
took him on his knee. To his surprise, Davie
did not scream; and, when his mother soon
followed in search of her boy, and made maay
apologies for his *“impudence,” as she called
it, the Corporal maintained that he was a
jewel, a perfect gentleman, and dubbed him
ithe Captain.” Next day, tapping at Thor-
burn’s door, the Corporal gracefully presented
a toy in the shape of a small sword and drum
for bis young Leiv. That night he smoked his
pipe at the .mith's fireside, and told such sto-
ries of bis buttles as fired the smith's enthu-
siasm, called forth bhis praises, and, what was
more substantial, a most coinfortable tea by
Jeanie, which clinched their friendly inter-
course. IHe and “the Captain” became con-
stant associates, and many a loud laugh might
be heard from the Corporal's room as he played
with the boy, and educated his genius. * IHe
makes me young again, does the Captain " re-
marked the Corporal to his mother.

Mrs Fergusson, another neighbour, was also
drawn into the same net by wee Davie.
wa3 a fussy, gossiping woman, noisy and dis-
agreeable. She found Jeanie uncongenial,
who ¢ kept herself to herself,” instead of giv-

he .

ing sway some of hier good sclf to her ncigh- -
bour, and thus taking some of hier neighbour's

bad self out of her. But her youngest child
became seriously ill, and Jeanie thought, “If
Davie was ill T would like a neighbour to spcir
for him," and so she went up stairs to visit
Mrs Pergusson, and begged pardon, but ¥ wish-
¢d to know how Mary was?” and Mrs. Fer-

gusson was bowed down with sorrow, and |
thanked ber, and bid her “to come ben.” And |

Jeanic did so, and spoic kindly to the child,
and told her, moreover, what pleasure it would
give her to wmurse her baby occasionally ; and
she invited Yhe younger children to come down
to her house and play with wee Darvie, and
thus keep the sick one quiet; and she . -lped
also to cook some nutritive drinks, and got nice
milk from her father for the sick one, and
often excused herself for apparent meddling
by saying, “ when one has a bairn o' their
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life, marringes, battles, deaths, and burials,
with castle-building and extensive farming
and commercial operativns, But everywhere
smohe, mud, wet, and an utterly uncomfort-
able look. And so long as wein Scotland
have & western ocean to affurd an unlimited
supply of water; and westera mountains to
condense it as it passes in the blue air over
their summits; and western winds to waft it
to our cities, and sv long as it will pour down,
and be welcumed Ly smoke above, and earth
below—then consequently so long we shall
find it difficult to be * neat and tidy sbout the
doors,” or to transport the cleantiness of En-
gland into our streetsand lanes. But, in spite
of all this, how many cheerful homes, with
bright fires and nice furniture, and rows of
books, and intelligent, sober, happy men and
women, with healthy, nice children, arc every-
where to be found in those very streets, that
seem to the eye of those who have never pene-
trated further than their outside to be “ dread-
ful-looking places ,” and who imagine that all
their inbabitants must be like pigs in pig-
styes, steeped in wretchedness and whisky ;
and infer that every ignorant and filthy and
drunken Irish brawler and labourer is a fair
type of the whole of our artisans.

There is, [ begin to suspect, & vast deal of
cxaggerated nonsense written about the work-
ing classes. De that as it may, I feel pretty
certain of this, that there is no country on
earth in which the skilled and well-conducted
artizan can get so much for his money, social-
Iy, physically, intellectually and morally, as
in vur own Britain, and none in which there
are to be found so many artisans who take ad-
vaniage of these benefits. But for the igno-
rant and ill-disposed, the idle and the drunk-
en, there is no country where their degradation
is more rapid, and their ruin more sure. The
former can casily rise above the mud, and
breathe a free and happy atmosphere ; but, if
he falls into it, it is likely he will be sooner
smothered and baried than anywhere else on
earth.

A happicr home could hardly be found than
William Thorburn's, smith, as he sat, after

; coming home from his work, at the fire-side,

ain, they canna but feel for other fulk's |

bairns.”

rs. Fergusson's Leart became sabdued,
softencd, and friendly, and said, “ We took
it as extraordinary kind in Mrs. Thorburn to de
as she has done. It is a Llessing to have sic a
neighbour.”

But it was wee Davie did it!

The street in which the smith lived was as
uninteresting as any could be. A description
of its onts and ins would have made a * zocial
science” meeting shudder. Beauty or cven
neatness it had not, Every ¢ close ™ or fen-
try? in it lecked Lihe o vepulehre.  The back

courts were a huddied confusion of outhouses :

strings of linens drying ; stray dogs searching
for foad ; pigeons similarly emploved with more
apparent success and satisfaction: and cats

creeping about: with crowds of children,

laughing, shouting, and muddy to the eyes,
acling with intepse glee the great dradas of

reading his newspaper, or some book of weight-
ier literature, Jeazic sewing opposite to him,
and, s it often happered, both absorbed oc-
casionally in the rays of that bright light,
#t gwee Davie,” which filled their dwelling, and
the whole world to their eyes. or listened to
the grand concert of his happy voice, which
mingled with their busy work nnd silent
thoughts, giving harmony to all. How much
was done for bis sake! He was the most sen-
sible, ecflicient, and thoroughly philosophical
missionary of social science in all its depart-
ments who could enter that house!

CHRAPTER .

My heart is sore as I write it, that wee Davie
ot ili.  He began to refuse his food, and noth-
ing would please him; then to get peevish
and cross, so that he wounld hardly go to his
father, except to kias him with tearful cherks.
and then stretch out his hands with a ery for
his mother. His mother pursed him on her
knee, aod rocked bim, and walkad with him,
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and sang to him her own household lullabies ;
and put him to bed, and lifted him up, and
Iaid him down, and *fought” with him day
and night, caring for neither food nor sleep,
but only for her child's ease and comfort.
What lessons of self-sacrificing love was she
thus unconsciously taught by her little suffer-
er! The physician was at last called in, who
pronounced it ‘“a bad case-—a very serious
case” I forget the specific nature of the ill-
ness. The idea of danger to Davie bad never
entered the minds of his parents. The day on
which William realized it, ie was, as his fel-
low-workmen expressed it, ‘clean stupid.”
They saw him make mistakes he had never
made before, and knew it could not be from
drink, bit could not guess the cause. “1
maun gang hame!” was his only explanation,
when, at 3 o'clock, he put on his coat and
stalked out of the smithy, like one utterly in-
different as to what the consequences might
be to ploughs or harrows, wheels or horse-
shoes. Yet taking an old fellow-workman
aside, he whispered to him, *for auld friend-
ship sake, Tam, tak’ charge this day o' my
wark.”

« What ails Willy ?" was the only .

question put by him and others, to which no .

reply could be given. Itwas on the afternoon

of next day that “the winister” called. It .

must here be confessed that William was a
rare attender of any church. The fact was,
he had been hitherto rather sceptical in his
tendencies; not that his doubts had ever as-

1

sumed a systematic form, or had ever been ex- |

pressed in any determined or dogmatic man-
per. But he had read Tom Paine, associated
the political rights of man with rebellion
against all old authorities, all of whom seem-
ed to him to have denied them, and he had
imbibed the idea at e old * philosophical ”
club, that ministers, especially those of the Es-
tablished Church, were the enemies of all pro-
gress, had no sympathy with the working
classes, were slaves to the aristocracy, preach-
ed as a mere profession and ouly for their pay,
and had, moreover, & large share of hypocrisy
and humbug in them. Tie visit of Dr. Mc-
Gavin was, therefore, very unexpected. When

the Doctor entered the house, after & courteous ;

request to be allowed to do so, &s it was al-
ways his principle that the poorest man was
entitled to the same respect as the man of rank
or riches, he said, ¢ have just heard from
some of your neighbours, whom I have been
visiting, that your child is scriously unwel],
and I thougnt you would excuse me intruding
upon yor o inquire for him.” William made
him welcome and begged him to be seated.
The call was specially acceptable to Jeavie.
0Old David, T should have mentioned, was an
¢elder " in & most worthy dissenting congre-
gation, and lus strong religious convictions

and church views formed in his mind a chief -

objection to the marringe of his daaghter with
aman * who was not,” as he said, “even a
member of any kirk.” Jeanie had ofter wish-
ed her husband to be more decided in what
she felt herself to be a duty and 2 privilege.
Tho visit of the Doctor. whoss character was
well known and much esteemed, was therefore
peculiarly welcome to her. Ia a little while
the Doctor was standing beside the little hed
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of the sufferer, who was asleep, and, gently
touching wee Davie’s hand, he said, in a quiet
voice, to the smith, “My brother, I sincerely
feel for you! I am myself a father, and have
suffered losses in my family." At the word
losses William winced, and moved from his
place ag if he felt uneasy. The Doctor quickly
perceived it, and said, “1 do not, of course,
mean to express 80 rash and unkind an opinion
as that you are to lose tbis very beautiful
and intoresting boy - but only to show you
how I am enabled, from experience, to un-
derstand your anxiety, and to sympathize with
you and your wife.” And, noiselessly walking
to the arm-chair near the fire, he there sat
down, while William and Jeanie sat near him.
After hearing with patience and attention
the account from Jeanie of the beginning and
progress of the child’s disease, he said, * What-
ever happens, it is & comfort to know that
God our Father is acquainted with all that you
suffer, all you fear, and all you wish; and that
Jesus Clrist, our Brother, has a fellow-feeling
with us in all our infirmities and trials.” ¢ The
Deity must know all,” said William, with a
softened voice ;  He ig infinitely great and in-
comprehensible.” ¢ Yes,” replied the Doctor ;
- and so great, that He can attend to our smal-
lest concerns; yet not so incomprehensible
but that a father's heart can truly feel after
Him, so as at least to find Him through His
Son. Ah! my brother,” continued the Doctor,
“ what a comfort and strength the thought is
to all men, and ought to be to you working
men, and to you parents, especially with your
dear child in sickness, that He who marks a
sparrow fall, smitten by winter’s cold, and
who feeds the wild beasts, is acquainted with
us, with our most secret affairs, so that even,
as it were, the hairs of cur heads are number-
ed; that He who is the Father, Almighty
Maker of the heavens and the earth, knows the
things which we need ; that He has in us, in-
dividually, an interest which is ingomprehen-
sible, only because His love to usisso in its
depth; that He considers each of us, and
weighs all His dealings towards us with a
carcfulness as great as if we alone existel in
His universe ; so that, as a father pitieth his
children, He pitieth us, knowing our frames,
and remembering we are dust.” William bent
his head, and was silent, while Jeanie listened
with her whole soul. It is not casy, minis-
ter,’ said William, breaking silence, *for
hard-wrought and tried men to believe that.”
¢ Nor for any man,” replied the Doctor. I
find it very difficult to believe it myself as a
real thing, vet I know it to be true; and,” he
continued, with a low and affectionate voice,
«perhaps we never could have known it and
believed it at all, unless Gdd had taught it to
us by the life of His own Son, who came to re-
veal Him. But, 8s 1 see Him taking-up little
children into His loving arms, when others
would keep them away whbo did not under-
stand what perfect love was, and as I see in
such doings how love cannot but come down
and meet the wants of its smallest and weak-
est object, oh! itis then I learn in what con-
sists the real greatness of God, ¢whose name
is Love !" The Doctor paused for & momerft
and then weat on: “ Because, my brother, 1
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see in thig love of Christ more than the love
of a good man merely, I see revealed in it the
loving tenderness towards us and ours of that
God whom no cye hath seen or can see, but
whom the eye of the Spirit can perceive; for,
as Jesus said, ‘He who seeth me, seeth the
Pather’? T believe 2’ yo say, Doctor,” said
Jeanie, meekly. ¢TI wedna’ like to keep my
bairn frae Him; but, oh! sir, I hope—I hope
He wull lift him up, and do to us now as He
did to many distressed ones while on earth!”
“T hope,” said the Doctor, “God will gpare
your boy ; but you must ask Him sincerely so
to do, and you must trudt Him, and commit
your child into His hands without fear, and ac-
quiesce in His doing towards you and your
boy as He pleases.” ¢ That is hard ! remark-
ed William. ¢ Hard!" mildly replied the Doc-
tor. “What would you choose elsef had you
the power of doing so, rather than of acquies-
cing in the will of God? Would you trust
your own heart, for instance, more than the
heart of God ? or would you rather have your
child’s fate decided by any other on earth than
by yourself?” ¢ No, for 1 know how 1 love
the boy.” “Bnt God lovi.s him much more
than you do; for he belengs to God, and was
made by Him and for IIim.” ¢ Excuse me,
Doctor, but yet I canna' thole the thocht o’
parting wi’ him!” said Jeanie. ‘ May God
spare him to you. my friends!" replied the
minister, ““if it be for your good and his.
But,” he added,” “there are worse things
than death.” This remark, made in almost
an under voice, was followed by silence for a
few moments. The Doctor's eyes were cast
down as if in meditation and prayer. * Death
is hard enough’™ said the smith. * But hard
chiefly as a sign of something worse,” contin-
ued the minister. ‘“Pardon me for asking
you such questions as these :—What if your
child grew-up an cnemy to you? Whatif he
never returned your love? What if he never
would tryst you? What if he never would
speak to you? What if he always discbeyed
you? Would this not bring down your grey
hairs with sorrow to the grave ?”

“Eb! sir,” said Jeanie, “that would be
waur than death I"  “ But excuse me, Doctor,
for just remarking,” interrupted William,
“ that I never knew any child with a good pa-
rent, who would so act. I really don't think
it possible that our ain wee Davie, even with
our poor bringing-up, would ever come to
that. It would be so unnatural.” “ God
konows! Thorburn,” said the Doctor. ¢ There
are many unpatural things in this world  Lis-
ten to me Kindly; for I sincerely thank you
for having allowed one who is & stranger to
speak so frankly to you, and for having heard
me with such considarate patience.” “ O gang
on, gang on, Doctor, I like to hear you,” said
deanie.  “ Certainly, sir,” added the smith.
“Well then,” said the Doctor, “1 have no
wish to appear even to find any fault with
you at such a time. I feel more disposed to
weep with you in your sorrow than to scarch
your heart or life for sin. But I feel at such
solemn times as those, solemn to you and to
your wife, that the voice of a Father is speak-
ing to you in the rod, and it ought 1o be heard;
and that His hand is ministering discipline in
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time, and you ought to give Him reverence,
and be in subjection to the Father of our spir-
its that you may live; and, therefore, in or-
der to impart to you more strength and com-
fort in the end, let me beseech of you, after [
am gone, to consider candidly whether you
have not perhaps been acting towards your
Father in heaven in the very way in which
did your child grow up and act towards you
would be rockoned as worse than death?
Therefore honestly ask yourselves, Whether
there has been from you love w0 God your
Father in return for His love to you? Has
there been cordial friendship or the reverse?
Confidence or distrust? Disobedience or re-
bellion ? Communion in frank, believing and
affectionate prayer, or silence? 1 do not ask
you to reply to me; but I wish you and my-
self; as loving fathers of our children, to ask
whether wo have felt and acted towards the
best and most loving of fathers as we wish
our children to feel and act towards ourselves ?*
The Ductor paused for a moment, Jeanie
shook her head slowly, and the smith stared
with her at the fire.—* My friends, we have all
sinned, and this is our sin of sing, that we
have not known nor loved our Father, hut have
been forgetful of Him, strange, shy to Bim ; yes,
we have been cold, heartless, prodigal, disobe-
dient children.” Another short pause, and
the Doctor then spoke on in the same quiet
and loving voice—¢‘ But, whatever we are or
have been, let us hope in God, or we perish !
Every sinner i3 doomed, but no man is doomed
to be a sinner. God is our Father still ; and,
just as you both have nourished and cherished
your dear boy, and have been loving when he
knew it not, nor could understand that great
love in your bearts which, sure am I, will
never grow cold but in the grave, so has it
been with God to us His children. Open your
hearts to His love, as you would open your
eyes to the light which has been ever shining.
Believe it as the grand reality, as you would
have your boy open his heart to and believe
in your love when he awakens from Lis sleep.
Your love, as I have said, is deep, real to your
boy, irrespective of his knowledge or return
of it. But what is this to the love of God?
¢ Herem is love, not that we loved God, but
that le loved us, and gave His Son to be a
propitiation for our sins.” Let us, my friends,
never rest till we are enabled in some degiee
to see and to appreciate this, and to say ‘We
have known and believed the love which God
has to us.’”

« Dr. M‘Gavin,” said William, “you have
spoken to me as no man ever did before, and
you will believe me, I am sure, when I say
that T respect yon and myself too much te
flatter you. But there is surely a meaning in
my love to that boy which I never saw before.
It begins to glimmer on me.” * Thank God if
it does! But 1 do not speak to you, and this
you must give me credit for, as if it were my
profession only; Iaspeak to youas & man, a
father, and a brother, wishing you to share the
good whick God has given to me and gives to
you. So I tell you again, and would repeat
it and repeat it, that, if we would only have
to God that simple confidence, hearty love,
frank, cheerful communion, peace and joy,
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which we wish our children to have towards
us, we would experience a true regeneration.
And what was the whole life of Jesus Christ
save a life of this blessed, confiding, obedient,
child-like sonship? Ob, that we would learn
of Him, and grow-up in likeness to Him! But
this ignorance of God is worse than death.
For, if knowledge be life, spiritual ignorance is
death. My good friends, I have been led to
give you a regular sermon!” said the Doctor,
smiling ; “but I really cannot help it. To
use common every-day language, I think our
treatment of God has been shameful, unjust,
and disgraceful on the part of men with rea-
son, conscience and heart. I do not express
myself half so strongly as I feel. I am asham-
ed and disgusted with myself, and all the
members of the human family, for what we
feel, and feel not, to such a Father. Ifit were
not for what the one elder Brother was and
did, the whole family would have been dis-
graced and ruined most rightcously !”

# Doctor,” said William, with 2 trembling
voice, *thank ye, thank ye, from my heart.
1 confess I have been very careless in going to
the Church, but”’—“We may talk of that
again if you allow me to return to-morrow.
Yet,” continued the Doctor, pointing to the
child, * God inIis merey never leaves Himself
without & witness. Look at your child, and
listen to your own hecart, and remember all |
have said, and youn will perhaps discover that,
though you tried it, you could not fly from
1he Word of the Lord. A father's voice by a
child has been preaching to you. Yes, Thor-
burn, when in love God gave you that child,
He sent an eloquent, a holy missionary to
your house to preach the gospel of what our
Father is, and what we as children ought to
be. Only listen to that sermon, and you will
soon be prepared to listen to others.” The
Doctor rose to depart. DBefore doing so, he
asked permission to pray, which was cheerfully
granted. Wishing to strengthen the faith of
those sufferers in prayer, he first said, ©“If God
cannot hear and answer prayer, IHe is not su-
preme ; if Ie will not, He is not our Father.
But, blessed be His name, His own Son who
knew Him perfectly, who Himself prayed, and
was heard in that He prayed, has enabled our
parental hearts, from our love to our children,
10 feel the beauty and truth of this lis own
argament : ‘ Ask, and it shall be given you;
seck, and ye shall find : knock, and it shall be
opened unto you- for every one that asketh,
receiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth; and
10 him that knocketh, it shall be opened. Or
what man is there of you, of whom if his son
ask bread, will he give him a stone?  Or, if he
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye
then, bring evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more shatl your
Father who is in heaven give good things to
them that ask Him '™ And then the Doctor
poured forth a simple. loving, and most sym-
pathizing prayer, in which he made himself
one with his fellow-worshippers, and expressed
10 a common Father the anguish of the hearts
around him. When it ended, he went to the
bed and Jooked at the sleeping child, touched
jts white hand, and said, * God bless your lit-
tle one! May this sleep be for bealth”  “Jis
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the first sleep,” said Jeanie,  he has had for
a lang time. It may be a turn in his com-
plaint.”  Without waiting to force the parents
to give him an immediate reply to what he
had taught them, the Doctor shook them warm-
Iy by the hand, and gazed on them with
world of interest in his eyes, asking them. The
kindly to consider what he had said only
silence which ensued for a few minutes after
lLis absence, as William and Jeanie returned
from the door and stood beside the bed, was
broken by the smith observing, “I am glad
that man came 1o cur house, Jeanie. You
was indeed preaching that & man can under-
stand and canna forget. It was Wee Davie
did it.” “ That's true,” said Jeanie; ‘f thank
God for 't!” And, after gazing on the sleep-
ing child, she added, “Is he no bonnie? I
dinna wunner that sic a bairn should bring
guid to the house.” That night William had
thoughts in his heart which burned with a
redder glow than the coals upon the smitby
firc! 1 am much mistaken if he dia not begin
to feel that God had sent him a home mission-
ary in Wee Davie. [To be continued.

THE CHURCH OF GOD.*

Or all the precious truths taught ir God's
inspired Word there is none perhaps so cheer-
ing and delightful to the Christian as that of
the close union and relation between the Lord
Jesus Christ and His believing people—His
Church.

We use the word Church in the sense in which
St. Paul uses it in the Ejistles t6-the Ephe-
sians and Colossians—that is to say, to de-
scribe all those, of whatever age, ndtion or cal-
ling in life, who have come by faith to Jesus
for the pardon of their sins, and who, trusting
in Him with their whole hearts for pardon and
salvation, have been washed in His blood from
their sins (Rev. i. 3), and given by the Iioly
Spirit that new birth of the soul without which
no man shall see the kingdom of God (John
iii. 3%, Such persons, and such only, form the
true Church of Christ. Man cannot tell their
names ; but they are all written in ¢ the Lamb's
book of life.” Weak and sinful, and often wan-
dering as they are, they belong to the flock of
Christ’s sheep, who ¢ hear His voice and follow
Him’ (John x. 2%).

Now to one who bhas so come {o Jesus
and believed in Him it is blessed to think of
Him, as the Saviour, making atonement for our
sins with His blood ; it is blessed, too, to think
of Him as the High Priest who is ever living
to make intercession for His people ; but, per-

- haps, we might almost say, it i3 most blessed

of all to think of Him as He is chiefly spoken
of in the Epistles to the Ephesians and Colos-
sians—as the Ileap of Iis Church. This is
what is called so frequently in all the Epistles
¢ the mystery of Christ 2 and almost in all the

" places in which this expression is used we shall

" Mansy,

find it followed by some declaration of Christ
as ‘the Head of the body, the Church.” (See
Eph, i, and vi. 30, 32; Col. i. 27.) The

* From a brief but excelient work by Miss
* The Bride of Christ; or, Explanatory
Notee on the Song of ¥olomon.’



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

meaning of this i3 simply, that, ag Christ died
for sinners, so those sinners who come to Him,
and put their trust in Him, are considered by
God as a part of Christ; they are reckoned as
innocent for His sake; they are considered as
if they had suffered with Him. God looks at
them not as they are in themselves but as they
are in Hiv; and He stands for them before
God.

Many comparisons are used in Scripture, es-
pecially in the Epistles, to show how closely
Christ is united with His neople. e is called
(as we observed before) ¢the Head of the body'’
(Eph. i. 22, 23; and Col. i, 18, 24), and His
people the members. He i3 called the ¢true
vine’ (Jobn xv. 1), and His people ¢the
branches, bearing fruit, and abiding in the
vine.! He is called ¢the chief corner-stone of
the building’ (1 Pet. ii. 5-7), and His people
the ¢living stones, They are His. They be-
long to Him for ever; because He lives, they
shall live also. Not one shall be piucked out
of His hand (John x. 28, and xiv. 19).

But, also, many relations of life are used to
make clearer this union c¢f Christ and Iis
Church. He is called the ¢ Good Shepherd’
(John x. 11, 14), ¢the Captain of our salvation’
(Heb. ii. 10), our ‘Elder Brother’ (Rom. viii.
29; Heb. i. 6). But the comparison which
the Spirit of God most delights to employ is
that of the relation between a husband and his
wife.

In the Old Testament, where the Church is
not spoken of by name, this comparison is used
for the Jews—God's chosen people of old ; and.
as we are told (Gal. iii. 21) that those ‘¢ who
are Christ's’ are ‘Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise,” we may safely ap-
ply what is said of the Jews to believing
Christians now ; and we know how many times
it is repeated, ‘Thy maker is thy husband:
the Lord of Hosts i3 His name’ (Isa. liv. 3),
¢ will betroth thee unto Me for ever’ (Hosea
ii. 19); and the same in other places. Most
especially we find this comparison in the
45th Psalm, which we are distinctly told in
Heb. 1. 8, 9, applies to our Lord, and which
contains nearly the same descriptions and ex-
pressions which we find in the Song of Solo-
mon.

In the New Testament we find St. Paul (in
Eph. v. 25) telling husbands to love their wives,
‘even as Christ also loved His Church and
gave Himself for it ;7 and the whole of the lat-
ter part of that chapteris taken-up in showing
that marriage is a type or figure of Christ’s
union with His people. He quotes the words
of Adam when Eve was brought to Him, * This
is now bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh,’
showing that these words, which scemed only
to apply to Eve, were really & prophecy of that
of which Adam’s marriage was only a figure.

Aud in the Book of Revelation the body of
truc believers, called the ¢ Churchof Christ, is
always spoken of as ‘the Bride, the Lamb's
wife’ (Rev. xix. 7, 9; xx. 2, 9; xxii. 17).

There are many things which even we can
see must make this comparison peculiarly fit-
ting and snitable. Gne or two we may men-
tion here, which may perhaps help those who

love to study their Bibles to find out wmore for
themselves.
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In the first place, a husband is bound to give
his wife the benefit of ail his property and
goods ;. and in return ske gives Aim all she
has, whatever it may be, small or great ; and,
if she has any debts, he is bound to pay them.

Now this is exactly what Christ has done by
His people. Mc has given them the benefit of
His perfect righteousness and the meritsof His
death and blood-shedding on the Cross; He
has given them everlasting life ; while He took
on Himself all they had—their debts, the curse
of their sing, their misery, their suffering, their
shame, the punishment they deserved. ¢Him-
self took our infirmities and bare our sicknes-
ses.” ¢The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity
of us all’ (Isa. liii. 6). God ¢hath made Him
to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of Geod in Him’ (2
Cor. v. 21).

Then, in the second place, & husband answers
Sor his wife. If any business bas to _be trans-
acted, he represents her and answers in her
name.

And so it is with us. God looks on Christ
ag our representative; He looks on believers
as belonging to Christ. If we had to answer
for ourselves before the throne of the pure and
holy God, the holiest of us might well tremble ;
but every true believer may say in the words
of Martin Luther, ‘I stand as Christ before
God ;' and in the words of an old poet,

¢ Thou wilt answer, Lord, for me.

He is the ‘daysman’ for whom Job wished to
‘lay his hand on both’ (Job ix. 33), to stand
for us before God, and speak for His people
(Heb. ix. 25), because they ‘belong to Him'
(Mark ix. 41). ‘Ye are Christ’s, says St.
Paul, *and Christ is God's’ (1 Cor. iii. 23).
‘Ye arc not your own; ye arc bought with a
price? (1 Cor. vi. 19). ¢ Whether we live or
die, we are the Lord’s’ (Rom. xiv. 8).

In the third place, a husband raises his wife
to his own rank. If a king marries a poor vil-
lage girl, she becomes a queen by virtue of her
union with him. And so it is with Christ.
He has raised His poor, sinful people from the
dust, ‘that He may set them with Princes’
(Psalm cxiii, §), and ‘make them inherit the
throne of glory' (1 Sam. ii. §). His body, the
Chureh, which was by nature dead in trespas-
ses and sing, He bas raised up and made to sit
with Him even now ‘in heavenly places’
(Eph. i. 22, 23). When He comes to reign in
glory, Uis people will reign with Him (2 Tim.
il. 12, iv. §); yes, more : meanwhile, until
this glorious consummation, ‘as HE is, so are
wE in this world.

The wife must share her husband’s honours
and privileges. If she is a foreigner, she is
considered as a native of her husband’s coun-
try and enjoys all its advantages. Joseph's
history is a kind of type of this. Joseph was
rejected by his own brethren ; he then went to
a foreign country and chose a Gentile wife:
and, because she was his wife, she bad all the
blessings and honours he enjoyed. Her chil-
dren were blessed by old Jacob just as if she
had been a daughter of the Hebrews. She mary
have still had her old Egyptian nature, she
may have had many feelings afld habits of an
Egyptian woman, but she was reckoned among
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the Hebrews ; her position was that of one of
them. We hear nothing of Asenath in the rest
of her husband’s history, but we know that she
must have shared all that her hugband had. So
with Moges, and so with Boaz. When he married
Ruth, the Moabitess, she had all the privileges
of & Jewish wife. Then again the claim which
a husband and wife have on ecach other is
stronger than any other claim can be. A man
wust *leave father and mother and cleave to
bis wife” The wife must be ready to leave
‘her own people and her father's house’ for
aer husband.

And so the believer, when he is really »n:ted
to Christ, should remember that, ‘in Christ
he is & new creature; old things are passed
away.! If he looks back, if he lives in the
old nature and follows the ways of his former
life, he is like one who should leave her hus-
band to return to ‘her own people.” As she
has forsaken all others for her husband, so the
believer has ¢put off the old man’ when he
came to Christ. Let us beware of ‘looking
back. Chbrist hasdone Hispart. Hehasgiven
up all for His Church. He thought no sacrifice
too great to make for His people. But how do
they return His love? A good wife is often
willing to give up anything, even for a hus-
band who but little deserves it; but what are
we willing to give up for Him who loved us
well enough to give Himself for us? Might
not the heavenly Bridegroom too often have
cause to address us in the words of Delilah to
Samson (Judges xvi. 15), ¢How canst thou
say Ilove thee when thy heart is not with me ?’
His love for His people is like the ocean; no
one can even sound its depths. But whatis
theirs for Him? Ah! is it not often far, far
less than the love they spend on poor, earthly,
sinful beings like themselves ?

Let us then ask the Spirit of God to fill our
hearts with more love to Him who so loved us.
If any of us have not come to Jesus by faith
yet, let them never rest Lll they have found
Him and joined the happy company of His
people. And let those who can thankfully say
that they are among His true followers seek to
quicken their own love by learning more and
more to understand His love to them.

THE RICHES OF GOD'S GRACE.

BY THE REV. C. B. SPURGEON.

A mman’s riches may often be judged of by

the equipage of his children, the manner in
which he dresses Lis servants and those of his |
houscbold. It is not to be expected that the |
child of the poor man, though he is comfort-
ably clothed, should be arrayed in like gar-
ments to those which are worn by the sons of
princes. Let us see, then, what are the robes
in which God's peopie are apparelled, and
how they are attended. Mere again I speak
upon s subject where a large imagination ie
needed, and my own utterly fails me. God'e |
children aie wrapped about with a robe a !
seamless robe, which earth and heaven could

not buy the like of, if it were once lost. For

testure, it excels the fine linen of the wmer-

chants; for whiteness, it is purer than the

driven snow; no looms on earth could make
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it, but Jesus spent His life to work my robe of
righteousness. There was a drop of blood in
every throw of the shuttle, and every thread
was made of His own hearcs agonies. 'Tis a
robe that i3 Divine, complete; a better one
than Adam wore in the perfection of Eden.
He had but & human righteovsness, though a
perfect one; but we bave a divinely perfect
righteousness. Srangely, my soul, art thou
arrayed ; for thy Saviour's garment 1s on thee;
the royal robe of Davilis wrapped about his
Jonathan. Look at God's people, as they are
clothed, too, in the garments of sanctifica-
tion. Was there ever such a robe as that? It
is literally stiff with jewels. He arrays the
meanest of His people every day as though it
were a wedding-day; He arrays them as a
bride adorneth herself with jewels; He has
given Ethiopia and Sheba for them, and He
will have them dressed in gold of Ophir.
What riches of grace, then, must there be in
God, who thus clothes His children!

But to conclude this point upon which I
have not &3 yet begun. If you would know
the full riches of Divine grace, read the Fa-
ther’s heart when He sent His Son upon earth
to die; read the lines upon the Father's count-
enance when He pours His wrath upon His
only-begotten and His well-beloved Son. Read,
too, the mysterious handwriting on the Sa-
viour’s flesh and soul, when on the cross, quiv-
ering in agony, the waves of swelling grief do
o'er his bosom roll. If ye would know love,
ye must repair to Christ, and ye shall see a
man so full of pain, that His head, His hair,
His garments bloody be. 'Twis love that
made Him sweat, as it were, great drops of
blood. If ye would know love, you must see
the Omnipotent mocked by His creatures; you
must hear the Immaculate slandered by sin-
n<rs; you must hear the Eternal One groan-
ing out His life, and crying in the agonies of
death, ¢ My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?
In fine, to sum up all in one, the riches of the
grace of God are infinite, beyond all limit;
they are inexhaustible, they can never be
drained ; they are all-sufficient, they are
enough for every soul that ere shall come to
take of them; there shall be enough for ever
while earth endureth, until the last vessel of
mercy shall be brought home safely.

So much, then, concerning the riches of His
grace.

Let me now dwell upon the forgiveness of
<ins, The treasure of God's grace is the meas-
ure of our forgiveness ; this forgiveness of sins
is according to the riches of His grace. We
may infer, then, that the pardon which God
gives to the penitent is no miggard pardon.
Have not you asked a man’s pardou sometimes,
and he has said, * Yes, I forgive you ;' and yoa
have thought, ¢ Well, I would nui cven have
asked for pardon if I thought you would have
given it in such a surly style as that; I might
as well have continued as I was as to be so
ungraciously forgiven.” But, when God for-
gives a man, though he be the chief of sinners,
e puts out His Hands and freely forgives.
In fact there is as much joy in the heart of
G ~d when He forgives as there is in the heart
of the sinner when he is forgiven ; God is as
blessed in giving as we_are o receiving. It is
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His very nature to forgive —He must be gra-
cious, He must be loving ; and, when He lets
His béart of love out to free us from our sins,
it is with no stinted stream—He doth it wil-
lingly, He upbraideth not. Again, if pardon
be in proportion to the riches of His grace, wo
may rest assured it is not a limited pardon, it
is not tho forgiving of some sins and the leav-
ing of others upon the back. No, this were
not Godlike—it were not consistent with the
riches of His grace. When God forgives, le
draws the mark through every sin which the
believer ever hes committed, or ever will com-
mit. However many, however heinous, how-
ever innumerabie your sins may have been, the
moment you believe, they are every one¢ of
them blotted out. In the Book of God the e is
not a single sin against any man in this place
whose trust is in Corist,—not & single one, not
even the shadow of one,—not a spot, or the
remnant of ¢ sin remaining ; all is gone. When
Noahl's flood covered the steepest mountains,
you may rest assured it covered the mole-hills;
and, when God's love covers the little sins, it
covers the big ones, and they are all gone at
once! When a bill is receipted fully, there is
not an itrm which can be charged again ; and,
when God pardons the sins of the believer,
there is not one single sin left—not even half-
an-one can ever be brought to His remembrance
again. Nay, more than this—when God for-
gives, He not only forgives all, but once for
all. Some tell us that God forgives men, and
yet they are lost. A fine god yours! They
believe that the penitent sinner finds mercy ;
but that, if he slips or stumbles in a little while,
he will be taken out of the covenant of grace
and will perish. Such a covenant I could
not and would not believe in; I tread it be-
neath my feet, as utterly despicable. The God
whom I love, when He forgives, never punishes
afterwards. By one sacrifice there is a full re-
mission of all sin that ever was against a be-
liever, or thatever will be against him. Though
you should live till your hair is bleached thrice
over, till Methuselah's thousand years should
pass over your furrowed brow, not a single
sin shall ever stand against you, nor shall you
ever be punished for s single sin ; for every sin
is forgiven, fully forgiven, so that not even
part of the punishment shall be executed against
you. ‘Well, but, saith one, ‘how is it that
God does punish His children? 1 answer, He
does not. He chastises them as a father ; but
that is a different thing from the punishment of
a judge. If the child of a jud_e were brought
up to the bar, and that child were freely for-
given all that he had done amiss, if justice ex-
onerated and acquitted him, it might neverthe-
less happen that there was evil in the heart of
that child, which the father, out of love to the
child, might have to whip out of him. But
there is a great deal of difference between a
rod in the hand of the executioner and a rod in
a father’s hand. Let God smite me, if I sin
against Him ; yet it is not because of the guilt
of sin; there is no punishment in it whatever;
the penal clause is done away with. It is only
that le may cure me of my fault, that He may
fetch the folly out of my heart. Do you chas-
ten your children vindictively because you are
angry with them? No; but because you love
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them. If you are what parents should Le, the
chastisement is a proof of youi affection, and
your heart smarts more than their body pains
when you have to chasten them for what they
have done amiss. God is not angry against
His children, nor is there & sin in them which
He will punish. He will whip it out of them,
but punish them for it He will not. O glo-
rious grace! Itis a gospel worth preaching.

Having thus spoken of the pardon of sin as
being fully commensurate with the grace of
God, I will put this question to my hearers : My
friend, are you a forgiven man? Are your sins
all gone? ¢No,' saith one, ‘I cannot say they
are, but I am doing my best to reform.” Ah!
you may do your best to reform; I hope you
will ; but that will never wash-out your past
sins. All the waters of the rivers of reforma-
tion can never wash away a single blood-red
stain of guilt. ¢But, saith one, ‘may I, just
as I am, believe that my sins are forgiven?
No, but I tell thee what thou mayest do. It
God help thee, thou mayst now cast thyselt
simply upon the blood and righteousness ot
Christ; and, the moment thou dost that, thy
sius are all gone, and gone so that they never
can return again. ‘He that believeth on the
Lord Jesus Christ shall be saved.” Nay, he is
saved in the moment of his faith. Heis no
mure in the sight of God rececived as a sinner ;
Christ has been punished for him. The right-
eousness of Christ is wrapped about him, and
he stands accepted in the Beloved. ¢Weli,
but' saith one, ‘I can believe that a man,
after he has been a long time a Christian, may
kauw his sins to be forgiven, but I cannot ima-
giae that I can know it at once.” The knowl-
edge of our pardon dves not always come the
mument we believe ; but thefact of our pardon
is before our knowledge of it, and we may be
pardoned before we know it. But, if thou be-
lievest on the Lord Jesus Christ with all thine
heart, I will tell thee this: If thy faith be free
of all self-trust, thou shalt know to-day that
thy sins arc forgiven; fur the witness of the
Spirit shall bear witoess with thy heart, an.
thou slialt hear that secret, still small voice,
saying, ¢ Be of goud cheer; thy sins, which are
many, are all forgiven.” ¢ON,’ saith one, ‘I
would give all I have for that! And you
might give all you have, but you would not
have itat that price. Youmight give the first-
born for your transgression, the fruit of your
hody for the sin of your soul; you might offer
rivers of oils, and ten thousand of the fat of fed
beasts; you would not lLave it for money, but
youmay bave it for nothing ; It is freelybrought
to you; you are pidden to take it. Only ac-
knowledge your sin, and put your trust in
Chlirist, and there is not one man among you
who shall hear aught about his sin in the day
of judgement. It shall be cast into the depth
of tke sea—it shall be carried away for ever.

I will give you a picture, and then leave thig
subject. See, there stands the high priest of
the Jews. A goat is brought to him; itis
called ‘the scape-goat.’ He puts his hands
upon the head of this goat, and begins to make
confession of sin. Will vou come and do the
iike ? Jesus Christ is the scape-goat; come
and lay your hand on His thorn-crowned head
by faith, and make confession of your sin, as
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the bigh priest did of 0old. Have you done it? |
Is your sin confessed? Now believe that Jesus ¢
Christ is sble and willing to take your sin
away. Restwholly and entirely on Him. Kowx
what happens? The high priest takes the
scape-goat, gives it into the hand of a trusty
man, Who leads it over kill 2and down dale, till
he is many miles away, and then, suddenly
lousing its bonds, he frightens ity and the goat
flees withall its might. The man' watches it
till it is gone, and he can see it no more. He
comes back, and he says, *Itook the scape-
goat away, and it vanished out of my sight; it
is gone into the wilderncss.! Ahb, my hearer,
and, if thou hast put thy sins on Christ by a
full confession, remember He has taken them |
all away ; as far as the east is from the west, }
they are gone, and gone cternzlly.  Thy drunk-
enness; thy swearing is gone; thy lying, thy
theft is gone; thy Sabbath-breaking, thy evil
thoughts are gone—all gonc, and thou shalt
never sce them again.

And now I conclude by noticing fhe Ulessed
priviletes whick always follow the forziveness
which is given lo us according o the grace of
Ged. I think there are a great many people |
who do not believe there is any reslity in reli- ¢
gion atall.  They think it is a very respectable !
ihing to go to church and to go to chapel, bug, |
25 to cver cnjoying u consciousness that their
sins are all forgiven—they never think nbout
that. Aud I must confess that, in the religion
of these modern times, there does not scem to
be much reality. 1 do not kearat this day that
¢clear, ringing distinct proclzmation of the Gos-
pel that I weant to hiear. It ie a grand thing %o
carry the Gospel to all manner of men, to take |
it to the theatre and the like : but we want to
have the Gospelundituted —the mitk maust have -
a little less water with it. There must bea |
more distinct, palpable truth taught to the peo-
ple; asomething that ther can really Iay bold
of ; a something that they can understand, even
if they will not believe it T trust no man will
misunderstand e this morning in what I have
said. There is such a thing as having all our
sins forgiven now. There is such a thing as
knowing it and cpjoying it Now I will show
you what will be the lappiness resulting to |
you, shiould you oblain this blessing

In the first place. you will have peace of con- !
science; that heart of yours, that throbs so |
fast when you are alone, will be quite still and
guict. You will be least alone when You are
alene. That fear of yours which makes you
quicken your step in the datk beeause yot are
afraid of semething, and youdo not know what,
will all be gone. 1 hiave heasd of 2 man who
was fo constantly in deb!, and continualic
wing arested by the tilille, thay, onee upon 2
time, when going by seme avea milings, kaving
caught §is sleeve upon one of the mailg he
tzrned round and said, ‘7 dnnt owe you any-
shing, sir. e Qwought i was a Wilil. And
$0 Y i with w=formren sinners, waerever they
ate: they 11nk they are going to be atrested. .
They can #ni-7 nothing. Even their mirh,
what is it but the colour of jor, Lie evackling
of therns under the pot! there is no solid,
sieady fire.  Bnl, whern onee a man is fesgiven.,
be ean walk anywhere. ile savs, ‘To me it
2 eaking whetker § live or die: whelber ctean
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depths engulf me, or whether I am buried be-
neath the avalanche; with sin forgiven, I am
secure.’ Death has no sting to him. His con-
scieuce is at rest. Then he goes 2 step further,
Knowing his sins to be forgiven, he has joy un-
speakable. No man has such sparkling cyes
as the trone Cbristian ; 2 man then knows his
interest in Christ, and can read his title clear.
He is a happy man, and must be happy. His
troubles, what are they? Less than nothing
and vanity; for sll his sins are forgiven. When
the poor slave first Jands in Canada, it mey be
hie is without 2 single farthing in his purse, and
scarcely anything but rags on his back; but
he puts his foot onm British soil and is free.
Sce him leap and dance and clasp his hands,
saying, ¢ Great God, ] thank Thee, I am a free
man. So it is with the Christian. le can
say in his cottage, when lie sits down to his
crust of bread, Thank God I have no sin mixed
in my cup—it 1s all forgiven. The bread may
be dry, but it iz not half so dry as it would be
if 1 had to cat it with the bitter herbs of &
guilty conscicnce and with a terrible appre-
hension of the wrath of God. e has a joy
that will stand all weathers—a joy that will
keep in all climates—a joy that shines in
the dark and glitters in the night as well as
in the day.

Then, to go further, such 2 man hias access
to God. Another man with unforgiven sin
about him swands afar off; and, if he thinks of
God at all, it is as a consuming fire. Lut the
forgiven Christian, looking up to God when he
secs the mountaing and the hills, ard rolling
streams and the rearing flood, says, ‘My
Father made them all@* and he ciaps hands

+ with the Almighty acruss the infinite expanse

that sunders man from his Maker. His Leart
flics up to God. Ilc dwells near to Him, and
he feels that he can talk to God as & man talk-
cth with his friend.

Then another cffect of this is, that the be-
liever fears no heil.  There are solemn things
in the Word of God, but they do net affright
the believer. There may be a pit hat is bot-
tomless. but into that his foot shall never slide.
1t is true there is a fire that never shail be
quenched, but it cannot burn him.  That fircis
for the sinner, but ke has no sin imputed to
him; it is all forgiven. The landed host of
all the devils in hell ernnot ke Lim there, for
be bias not a single sin hat can be 12id to his

" charge. DNaily sinning though he is, hie fecls

these sing are all atoned for; Lie knows that
Christ Hias been pumished in his stead, and
therefare Justice cannot touch him again.
Once more, the forgiven Christian is capect-
ing Hraven, He is wailing for the comiag of
the Lord Jesus Chriet: for, if death should in-

* tegeene before that glorious advent, lic knows

that to him sudden death is sudden glory , and

" in the passession of a quiel conscience and of

peace with God he can go up to hit chamber
when e 1ast selemn hour shall come; ke can
gather up bis feet in his bed: he can bid fare-
well to his brethren and companions, to his
wife and to his children, and can shat his cye
in pexce, withont 1 fear that ke shallopen them
in beaven. Peshaps never does the yor of fore
given ¥in come ost more briphtly than it doex
on adsing bed. It Kas ofien been my paivis
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lege to test the power of religion when I kave
been sitting by the bedside of the dying. There
is a young girl in heaven now, once a member
of this our church. 1 went with one of my be-
loved deacons to sec her when she was very
near herdeparture.  She was in the last stage of
consumption. Fair and sweetly beautiful she
looked ; and I think I never heard such syl-
lables as those which fell from that gicl's lips.
She had had disappeintments and trials and
troubles; but all these she had not a word to
say about, except that she blessed God for
them; they had brought her nearer to the
Saviour. And whea we asked her whether she
was 00! afraid of dying, * No,” she said, *the
only thing [ fear is this, [ am afraid of living,
lest my paticnce should wear out. [ have not
sa2id an impatient word yet, sir; ! hope I shall
not. It is sad to be so very weak; bat I think
if I had my choice I would mikcr be here than
be in health, for it is very precious o me. 1
know that my Redeemer lveth; and [ am
waiting for the moment when He shall send
His charint of fite to take me up to Him. 1
put the question, @ Ilave you not any doubta ?
tNo, none, sir; why shonld 1? ! clasp my
arms atound the neck of Christ.” ¢ And have
not yau any fear aboeut your sins? ¢ Ne, sir,
they are all furgiven: T trust the Savieur's pre-
cious blood.! < .\nd de you think that you will
he as brave as this when you come actually te
dic?” ‘Not if Hwe leaves nwe, sir; hut He will
never leave me; for He has said, “1 will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee 77

HONESTY IS THE REST POLICY.
From % Good Words.™

Tms old saying, as it is generally understoed,
appears 0 me to hase obtained rather more
credit than it deserves.  For, in the first place,
I very much question whether it is strietly
true; and, in the second place, even if it be
trag, it is, 1 think, a2 very poor and contemp-
tible rule for the gaidance of aay man in tane
transaclions of life.

¥ Yeuodo nnt think that Wiz proverd is strict-

Iy true!” exclaim many of my readers in suc- |

prise, indignatinn and alarm.  “ What dn you

mean ?

that honesty is the best policy ; and arce there
not multitades who are by this maxim warmed
against dishonesty and encnaraged to persevere
in a enarse of integrity 7 Do ¥ou nnt see thal,
in proporticn as men Inse faith in this proverb,
honesty will be at a discount?  Your apinion
conld dn little harm exeecpliag tn yourself, il
Fou kept it to yoursell; bat, published in Good

Words, it may be productive of mast mischiev- |

oasresulis”™ Ny friends, notxithstanding your
protest I adhere to my belict that the strdel

truth of this old saw, as generally undersiond, |

is disputable.  Mark the limitation as generals
Iy uaderstond.  If by the best policy you mean

Waat which is best for a man in the leng ran, if

in the bret policy you include that which is
best for * man's soul and best for elernity, then
U jain with Fou right heartily and say—withoul
coalroversy—henestiy is the best policy.
1 am speaking of the proverd as geaerally un-
desslood : and voz kuaew very well that by Uy

Hiave not ten thousand facts impressed |
upon the minds of men the strong convietion .

Bat
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* best policy most men mean the best way of get-
' ling on in the world or the best way of getting
!'rich; at all events the best way of avoiding
! those temporal ills which all men would fain
| escape, and securing those temygoral prizes of
¢+ which all men arc ambitious. [his is a very
narrow sense of the expression ; but it certain-
Iy is the sense in which the expression is popua-
! lJariy accepted. Now this is what I venture to
: consider questionable—that honesty is always
the best way, method or means of getting on
in the world, of cscaping temporal ilis and se-
. curiug temporal advantages. 1 have no doubt
that, in opposition to this statement, 2 great
number of strikiug and telling anecdotes could
be produced; stories of good boys who, by
. persevering in an honest course, grew up to
« be wealthy and successful men; and stories of
+ bad boys who, through learning to pilfer, were
at last transported or hung; and instance
upon instance might be given of men whe,
with all their cunning in fraud, never got on;
amd of others who, theugh successful fur a
time, were at last detected, disgraced aud ruin-
ed.  But ubierve, I do not say that honesty is
never the best policy, but that it is not alseays
so; and that :he proverb is not stricily true.
It will be objected, howerer, that “ the excep-
tion proves the rule,” and that one or two
cases in which honesty has not proved the best
policy oulthitnot to invalidate the maxim. 1 ad-
wit that ** the exception proves the rule:” bat
this principle has its limits, and limits whick
it is difficult to determine with precision. It
is very ubvious that the exceplions may be so
numersus as o destroy the rule.  If the rule is
as aften falsified as verified, it surcly cannot
be areepted : i the rule is verificd in five cases
and falsiffied in one, this proportion i3, 1 should
think, large cnough to vitate the rule.  What
proportion of exceptions is 0 be allowed as
anly proving the rule, and at what point does
this proof enlarge itsell into adisproof 2 These
are mther imprriant and puzzling gqueslions
wherewith to interragate the saying, * the ex-
ceplion proves the rule.”  This is certain, that
, the exceptions may be numerous cnough v
disprove the male. T do not say that suchis
" the case with regand to the rale,— Honesty 13
the best policy .7 and do net kaew in what
proportion the exeeptions to this rale exist;
" but stll they ate not so few as some peaple
imagine.

As xou loak at the carriages which roll alon
the fashinnable streets and suburhs wf a great
¢ity, you may perhiaps conclude thatl the wealth
of which these catriages are outwand and wig-
ihle sigas hing, as a rule, been houestly acquic-
od; bay, if oz know anything of the world,
Fou will ferl assured thal there ave some ox-
. ceplione, that suie of the grandest of those
| equipages am e rewards of inigaity, the ve-
sulls of suceessfnl seaundrelism.  And, as, tras-
elling through the cauntry, you sce one great
! manrion after another with its park and its
preserves and its broad acres, in all charity
; and cven in all justice you must assame that
v the awwners therro! ane mostol them henourable
men . BRl Sl you feel thatl you have reason
tn believe thay, if the histery of these cslates
and familics were anmavelled, it wosld be fannd
hal some of them owe their orign to politieal

!
+
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jobbery and intrigue and baseness, and that,
if certain persons, who have been in their
graves perhaps for centuries, had been strictly |
honest, the grandeur which you now behold !
wonld never have fallen to the lot of their de- !
scendants.  Think of these things and then say !
whether chicanery has not often enabled men '
tomake splendid fortunes; think of these things !
and then say whether there arc not many ex- !
ceptions to the rule—¢ Honesty is the best pol- *
icy.” Take the case of a quack. Would it !
suit his book to tell the truth, the whole truth
a2nd nothing but the truth about those pills
zod lotions and ointments? Most certainly
honesty would be his ruin.  Through bis lying
advertisements he has made many thousands
of pounds. The magnificent carriage, which
you saw at the corner of that comfortable
square, is his; the large house and ample
grounds, which you so much admired as from
that railway embankment you caughta glimpse
of them, are his. And he is not a solitary ex-
ception ; there are in this country hundreds
who have gone and done likewise: men who |
tricd an honest business first, but could make
no hand at it at all; men who in that honest |
business could not make both ends meet. They ¢
found that henesty twas not the best policy ; so |
they tried the other thing, and you sce how they !
have succeeded. There may be no dishonesty
in giving & Greek or Latin name to a bair- |
brush, a perfume, 2 piece of soap or an erticle |
of dress; but I cannet help thinking that, if -
these names were translated into the vulgar 1
tongue, the demand for the trumpery would be
greatly diminished. What's in a name? Why, ¢
somctimes everything is in a name.  Think of '
the Enormous Sacrifice dodge! You know
that this is a dishonesty. A Jesnit might pro- i
t

notuce it honest upon the principle of meatal

teservation ; for it is true that the advertiser

docs not state swhether he or his customers are
to be the victims in the contemplated holo- ¢
caust which is to be offered at the shrine o("
Mammon. But the Encrmous Sacrifice dodge

pars: and in many trades large profits are |
made by mistepresentation where a true, faith- ¢
ol and particular setiing-forth of the qualities 1
of the article would probably shut up the shap.
1t is ceriain that the public is immensely gul-
libic ; and may we nol say that, to whatever
rxtent the pudblic is gullible, honesty is not
the best policy in dealing with such a public?
And how does the case stand with that class
of @men who of all others aught to be above .
every species of dishonesiy—I mean ministers .
of religion? Tt will be admitied that it is
only henest that a minister should preach his
awn sermons and that he acts <ishonestly if
ke preaches the scrmons of some otker man
without acknowledging the fact. But mst
orrtainly there are men in the ministiy whe,
if they were to preach discoarses comonsed by
themselves, woald have to preach them to the
\ alls and pews, and even the walls and pews, |
if they had any sease, would follow the congre- |
gation.  Nor would the Rev. Idler or Rev. Im-

beaile suceeed much better if, after having I
given ont his text, he were to say, * The dis- -
coarse which I awm aboatl tn read 1 have exnne-
fellr copicd from a velume of sermmons bhra
¥erF able divine ;™ er, 1 shall on thit ocea-
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sion read for your instruction a lecture which
I purchased for ten shillings at a munuscript
sermon shop of unquestioned orthodoxy.? Now
to this not uncommon character, the Rev. Idler
or Rev. Imbecile, honesty would be desertion,
contempt, derision. perhaps starvation, and
thereforé not at all the best policy. Or take
the case of o man who i3 ambitious of entering
Parliament. Far be it from me to say that the
door of the House of Commons is kept by Dis-
horesty, or to say that & man cannot gain ad-
mission by strictly honourable means. But,
if there is only one seat, of obtaining which
our friend has the remotest chance, it is very
possible that the particular constituency to
which he is unhappilly shut up is one which
will not return him withott a consideration.
Most certainly honesty is not always the best
policy ; most certainly in some cases honesty
will not do at all, if the object in view is polit-
ical power and distinction.

In this age and in this country it is compar-
atively easy to be honest, and honesty often
£nds its reward in tomporal comfort and ad-
vantage; but will any onc venture to say that
honesty was the best policy in the apostolic
age (remewnber the sense in which the expres-
sion, “the best policy,” is understood)? and,
svherever and whenever there has been perse-~
cuting bigotry or despotic power, what is the
result of being thoroughly honest? Fines, im-
prisonment, torture, death. The poverty, the
pain, the injustice, which have been the lot of
almost cvery truc-hearted patriot and honest
reformer, have been in direct corttariety to
the maxim, Honesty is the best policy. But
even now and in our own country, if there arc
many instances in which honesty is rewarded,
there are not & few in which it is punished.
There is many a rural district in which the
man who dares to be honest ta His religious
and political conviciions iz subject to much
annoyance and disadvantage; and thousands,
knowing that honesty would be the ruin of
their secular prospects, pass their lives, if not
in dishonesty, in such a practice of dissembling
and hiding their convictionsand compromising
their principles as makes them utlerly mean,
craven and despicrble.

In the face ¢f all these facts shall we qaay
that henesty is atways the best policy, that by
honesty 2 man is sure to get vnan the world,
and that dishonesty never thrives? I admit
that the tule is more frequenudy werified than
fulsified - but certainly it is so often falsified
that 1 can searcely acceptit as the rule atall.

. That dishonesty is often the best pelicy was

clearly seen by Asaph many ages ago: “1 was
cnvious ot the foolish when I saw the prospes-
ity of the wicked; for there are no bands in
their death, and their strexgth is firm: they
ore not in trouble as other men, neither are
they plagued like other men.... Their eyes
stand out with fatness; they have more than
heart could wish. Dehold, these ave the un-
godly who prosper in the world; they inciease
in riches.” Well, it is all wisels permitled
that dishonesty should often prasper and hon-
esty often faii.  Itis onc clement of onr moral
discipline.  God will neither bribe us into hon-
caty by guarantecing a large reward nor fright-
en vs from dishonesty by making failure and
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disgrace it3 constant and necessary results.
There would be little virtue in honesty if such
were the invariable rule. Small tLanks to the
man who in all his dealings is scrupulously
honest because he i3 certain that by being so
be will attain wealth and respectability, and
that, if he is not so, he will be in 2 state of pov-
erty and disgrace all his days. Noj; God will
bave us to be honest on very diffevent princi-
ples from these; and so, to try us and to train
a3, He makes no absolute promise of temporal
good as a consequence of honesty ; He permits
us to see on all hands the splendour and the
power of successfal rascality, and the great
value in pounds sterling of a seared conscicnce
and a hardened heart.

But “fret not thyself because of evil doers ;"

and, as you look upon the quack doctor’s car- |

riageand the griping usurer’s mansion, say not,
# Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, and
washed my hands in ionocency.” Honesty is
not always the best policy, but honesty is right ;
and, because it is right, it is the thing for you,
" for me, for every man. [ have said that this
proverd, even if strictly true, would be a poor
rule for a man's guidance in life. The man
who is honest because he b-lieves that honesty
i3 the best policy is honest on = dishonest prin-
ciple. He would be dishonest at once if he
found that honesty was not the best policy.
©Is not honesty the best policy then?” asks
some ounc. My friend, what is it to you or me
whether it is the best policy or not ? T think
that we have little or nothing to 7 with the
question. “ But,” you say, “if it be not the
best policy,—what then?” why then, still you
aro to bc honest; honest, if honesty be the
worst policy and not the best; honest, if hon-
¢3ty holds out no prospect whatever of your
making a fortune, or of your even being able
1o keep the wolf from the door.  The distike—
the dread of poverty is within certain bounds a
very wholesome fecling ; it is o great incentive
to industrious exertion; but, if it be allowed to
wax too strong, then, like 2 river which over-
flows or bursts its banks, within which it is so
useful, it becomes o nuisance and a source of
cnormous cvil. It is to be feared that in Brit-

nitude; the horror of poverty has surpassed
almost cvery other horror; practically speak-
ing, to thoasands upon thousands poverty is
Lell ; amoderate income, purgatory, and great
wealth, heaven. Bat, if we cannet get rich
excepung by the sacrilice of honesty, there
ought nol to be & moment's hesitation as to the
course we determine to adopt.  © Gold way be
tought too dear;” and consider swhether there
is anything that is bought at such 2 monstrous
price as that which is often given for gold. It
38 verily bought too dear when a man parts
with honesty for it.  Let us thercfore have no
morte alk about the best pelicy in relationship
to honesty. Honesty has been far too often ad-
vocated on this ground, just as religion has
beea too often commended to men as more
conducive to their sccular prosperity than irre-
Ngion. No, no; let us be honest because hon-
r5ly i right and dishonesty wrong, the man
who asks for any other argument in favour of
bonesty is 2 man not o be argued with at all.
1 bave heand of one case, and bat onr, in which,

|
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1 think, this proverb was fairly ard logically
applied. An old man, who had seen many ups
and downs in the world, gave this counsel to
nis nephew, who was about to begin business:
% Tom, take my advice, honesty is the best pol-
icy ; Iam sure of it, because I have tried both.”
If you feel yourself at liberty to * try both,”
then certainly it will be well for you to dis-
cuss the question, Is this proverb true? but,
if on the other hand you feel that you must
not **try both,” then all such discussions may
very well be dispensed with.

Bet is it not possible that we have been mis.
reading this old proverb, and that it has a bet-
ter and nobler meaning than we have been in
the habit of assigning to it? The word policy,
a3 we see it in a policy of assurance, means a
promise. Is it not possible that the word is
used in this sense in the proverb? Ifso, then
the moral character of the proverb is 21most
immeasurably better than that which attaths
to it on the ordinary method of interpreta.ion.
tt Honesty is the best promise ;” the best guar-
antee that you can have for the fulfilment of
any cngagement is the honesty of him who
makes it. Understood thus, the proverb is
abont cquivalent to that other saying. “An
honest man's word is as good as his bond.”
Even when understood thus, the proverb is
perhaps a little questionable ; for, as an honest
man may not be able to fulfil his promise—may
dic, for instance, before the promise becomes
due—a better guarantee than his honesty may
be desirable and practicable too. But still
with this sentiment, Honesty is the best prom-
ise, Iet us not quarrel, for honesty is e good
promise if it be not under all circumstances
quite the best! and the proverb thus under-
stood encournges that confidence in an honest
man which an honest man deserves.

Heea Stowenl Brows.

[xucTARLITY oF SrEcies—We have absolute
proof of the immutability of species, whether
we search for itin historic or geological timos.
The cat and dog, embalmed in Egypt 4C00

_ years ago, arc the samce as the cat and dog
ish socicty it has assumed this formidable mag- -

of the present day ; and in the fossil remaine of
the pre-Adamite ages thereis not the slightest
proof of any variations in thesuccessive mhah-
itants of the earth. Mr. Darwin himsclf ad-
mits, to use his own words, © that this is the
most obrious and grave ohjection to his theo-
¥ ;" bu: yet he conjectares that rocks still un-

. discovered, and myriads of years older than the

i

Cambrian or azoic strata, may still bear test:-
mony to his views. When such stmata with
sach indications are discovered, when the we-
stinct of the clephast shall have expanded into
reason, and the chatier of the parrot have its
climax in speech, we may thea claim kindred
with the brutes that penish.—Sir Dacid Brac-
{er,

CunaracTrr—The most trifling actions that
affeet a man's credit are to be regarded.  The
sound of your hammer at 3 in the morming or
9 at night, heard by a creditor, makes him
casy & months longer ; but, ifhe sccayouat a
billiard-table, or heats your voice at a tavem
when you should be at work, he sends for his
monry next day.—Franklis,
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A WREATH OF CANADIAN WILD-
FLOWERS.

Mrs. Traill, of Westora near Peterborough,
is a well known authoress, who has done much
by her writings to make known the features of
Canadian scenery and the manners and cus-
toms of settlers in the backwoods. We have
recently had an opportuxity of perusing the
menuscript of a new work by Mrs. Traill on
the Trees and Plants of Canada. It is a most
interesting book, displaying not only a refined
literary taste but a very extensive and inti-
mate acquaintence with the Flora of the Ca-
nadian woods. If published, it would exercise
& very beneficial effect in leading many to
wander in a path of knowledge which is well
Ynown to exercise a healthy influcnce both on
mind and body. Unfertunately the publishing
arrangements in Canada, or rather the want |
of any such, hinder rather than facilitate the
publication of works of this class, however val-
uable they may be. As the book may not be
in the hands of the public for some time to come,
we select a few chiapters from it in the belief
that many readers of the * Presbyterian™ will
bz glad to have the authoress as their compan-
ien during their walks in carly spring-time.

Liven-Lzar.
Hepatica triloba.

The carliest of our Canadian flowers is the
depatica, commonly called Snow Flower by
the natives, becanse it is the first to greet us
with its white starry blossoms after the snows
of winter have melted, som:etiwics indeed on
sunny spots, before the snow-wreaths in the
woods and shaded hollows have yiclded to the
influence of approaching spring. Itis a jovous
blithesome little flower, 1t comes in with the
song-sparrow and the robin, and cheers us
with its gay tufts of pale-blue, pink or snow-
white blossoms, lifting their starry petals sun-
ward as if rejorcing 1n the light and warmth of
the returning rays. In warm April days these
pretty Hepaticas may be scen on every grassy '
mound, on turfy knolls formed by the wind- l
fallen trees, by wayside fences, and in the .,

open forest, their fragile silken stems warving |

with cvery gentle hreath of air that passes |
over them. What the daisy is to the meadows {
of England, the Hepauea is to our Canadian X
forest. Itis the welcome harbinger of spring.
“* It tells us that winter, eold winter is past, '
Asd that spring, lovely spring s returnng at last.” '
Somectimes one meels with double and often
witl semi-double varieties. The leaves are
almost cvergreen; they decay or grow rusty
about the time that the flowers open out.
When they first appear, they are thickly cloth- |
ed with silky down, which in part disappears !
as they become older  Some of the Iater flow- |
ors have the advantage of the young bright |
feaves as a contrast with the blossoms. ;
!
]

The garden Hepatica is & great favourite as
an carly spring flower: in its wild state the
colours are less brilliant, the pink is merely 2
waxcn tinge, the blue rarely very full, mather ¢
greyish in tiny, the white is the most common.* -
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There i3 a variety with leaves large and five-
lobed, the lobes rounded instead of pointed,
the flower as large as a shilling, flesh-coloured
the whole plant more robust in its growth,—
it is to be found in one of the wooded islands
in Rice Lake (Beaver Island), it is possibly a
variety of H. triloba, but a very distinct va-
riety.

The Hepatica with the lobes of the leaves
pointed 13 regarded by some bota dsts as a
different species—Hepatica acutiloba.

Vincin's Bower—Wild Clematis.
Clematis Virginiana.

To fied our feathery climber, we must sech
it, not in the deep shade of the forest, nor on
dry rocky hills or open cultivated ficlds, but
in low marshy thickets, or at the cage of bea-
ver meadows, where it may be found wreatk-
ing the tall bushes with its vinc-shaped leaves
and white flowers, coarse but showy, and later
in the summer and early fall, it whitens the
supporting shrubs with its feathery silken
pappus mingling with the large red berries
of the Hawthorn or the gay orange and scarlct
clusters of the Bitter-sweet (Celastrus Scu:-
dens).

As a shade plant our wild Clematis is
scarcely inferior to the cultivated specics, but
that it is deficient in the delicate sweetness for
which the white fragrant Clematis is so re-
markable. As yet few of our native plants
have been cultivated citber for ornament or
use, but, as the hard struggle for subsistence
among the settlers becomes less arduous, with
casier circumstances and greater leisure will
come 2 desire to improve the outwara aspect
of their dwellings, and a love of the beautiful
will spring-up where now it has no place; and
then our native shade plants will bein -oduced
about the verandahs and fences, our fiowering
shrubs and exquisite flowers will be cherished
and cared for in the gardens no less than the
cxotics of the green-house and conservatory.

The beaver meadows to which I alluded just
now are the nurseries of. many interesting
plants. Mosses, Sedges, and many Orchises,
the curious Pitcher plant (surrucenic purpu-
rea), dwasrf Willows, Cranberries and many
moisturc-loving plants find rootin the peaty
soil.

Having always felt a strong desire o visit
one of the beaver meadotws, I took the oppoz-
tunity, whilst staying with a friend on whose
lot onc of these meadows occurs, to walk
thithier twith his wife ns pioncer. It was in
the month of August and the young men were
busy with the hay which was partly mowed.
The weather was dry and warm; a geatle
breeze just stirred the leaves of the wood
through which our pathway lay among a
noble growth of hardwood trees, ok, beech,
maple and bass-wood, and here and there an
evergreen, but. as we turned in the direction of
the meadorw, the aspect of the forest somewhat
changed—spural balsams, gigantic pincs, old
hemlocks and cedars became the order of the
day ; the level ground now turaed hilly and

* Some deep full purple flowers are met with
occasionally, but are not common.
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rocky, mossy blocks of granite and limestone
beset the winding path, and here a little brawl-
g streamlet crussed the road, gurgling
round the roots of a hoary-barked cedar, or
plunging boldly over smooth stones, furming
minpiature water-fulls of a few inckes or may-
be a foot in depth; then, as if tired with 1ts
great exertions, it lay silent and still in mim-
ic lakelets, quietly flowing onward to be lust
perbaps in some marshy morass or dried-up in
the open clearing further on, when it cmerges
from the forest shade.

Crossing the little rill, we climbed a higher
ridge clothed thickly with evergreens and low
shrubs of various kinds ; here we looked down
into a green open space, & grassy field inclosed
by & natural hedge-row of tall shrubs, among
which were seen the large Spurred Hawthorn
(Crategus Crus Galli), with several other spe-
cies of the same ornamental shrubby tree. Here
the red-berricd (Smooth Winterberry) Prinos
Levigala showed its dark shining foliage and
half-ripened fruit ; the ornamental Bitter-sweet
{ Celastrus Scandens),twining itswoody stemand
yvellow pear-shaped leaves around a slender
sapling black ash or alder, broke the duller
tone of the sombre-tinted foliage of the sur-
rounding shrubbery ; conspicuousamong these
for its airy flowers of feathery lightness was
the Clematis (C. Virginizna) and the dark
glossy foliage of the Virginian Creeper (Ampc-
lopsis Quinguefolia) so familiar to every one
both in this continent and in Britain, where it
may be seen flinging its gorgeous canopy of
crimson foliage over many a broken arch and
falling tower around which the hand of taste
has planted it. Here in tangled thickets and
swamps it winds in many a graceful wreath
about the sapling birch and tall leafy elm ; its
rich red leaves in autumn resembling a crim-
son banner drooping from 2 flag-staff.

Forcing our way through the leafy screen,
we entered the first meadow, where a settler
with his two sons were mowing and spreading
the grass. Tn that ecarly stage of the settle-
ments a very desirable possession was one of
these same beaver-meadows, as it furnished an
ample provision of winter fodder for the cattle,
and also green food for them during the sultry
nionths of summer. Through this luxuriant
growth of long, thick grass we made our way
o the big beaver-meadow, where, comfortably
<rated on a haycock, we enjoyed the serene air
and the delicious fragrance of the newly-cut
grass. To gain this pleasant position we had
10 cross with some circumspection the narrow
streamlet; where might still be seen the whit-
cned remains of thick poles of the birch and
poplar trees with which the industrious en-
ginders had coas ructed their dams, now bro-
ken and falling 10 deeay.

The appearance of the meadow was rather
that of a dricd-up lake, filled with a matted
growth of rashy grass, peaty soil, in which
many river shells, some of large size, might be
discovered, and thick fleshy roots of water-
lilics and other aquatics. This dead level was
broken by severai isiets, some oral, some ir-
segular in their outline,—all covered with a
dense growth of shrubs, while the meadow,
which stretched-out 10 a considerable extent
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of maay acres, wasbounded on either side ofits
length by steep gravelly banks, crowned with
pines, hemlocks and cedars. No vestige could
1 find of stumps of trees or submerged trunks
or roots; if such had once existed ages, must
have passed away since the work of destruc-
tion had been completed. And still I mar-
velled when I looked upon the slender stream-
let and the simple dam, and considered the
extensive meadow and the great work said to
Lave been effected by such seemingly inade-
quate means, and said, * Can it be so?”

At the edge of the grass I gathered the pret-
ty pencilled Clasping-Bell-flower, & species
of harebell, graceful and slender, the rough
surface of the stalk and under parts of the
narrow foliage scizing upon whatever sub-
stance is likely to afford it the support which
it requires, to give strength to its weakness.
Higher up the stony bank I found blue bare-
bells, as blue and as beantiful as any that grace
our wild heathery lanes in England.

— Almost resembling

The azure butterflies that flew,

Where on the heath thy blossoms grew,
So lightly trembling.

Thou art the flower of memory ;

The pensive soul recals in thee
The years’ past pleasures,

Till back to careless infancy
The path she measures.”

SrRING-BEATTY.
Claytonia Firginica.

# Where the fire had smoked and smouldered,
Saw the earliest flower of Spring time ;
Saw the Beauty of the Spring time;
Saw the Miskodeed in blossom.”
ZLongfellow.

This simple, delicate little flower is foundin
April and May. Ia warm seasons it is almost

j exclusizely an April blossom, but often lingers
; into May when late snow showers and frosts

have checked its appearance in its own propet
time. So often it is with us in Canada that

# YWinter lingering chills the lap of May."

Partially hidden beneath the shelter of old
decaying timbers and fallen brushwood, or in
moist rich pastures not far from the friendly
shade of beech-trees, this modest spring flower,
Indian name of Spring Beauty, peeps forth its
simple succulent stem bearing two sad green
juicy leaves, from between which rises a slen-
der raceme of pink bells striped with deeper
pink or purely white. In oune species the

{ pedicles of the flowers are disposed by a cer-

tain bond to become unilateral ; the stem of
this variety, which I take to be a distinct spe-
cies, is also leafed, the flowers larger and of a
paler colour, the rhizoma is fleshy and taber-
ous, rerenaial and lying deep in the carih.

Qur Spring-Beaaty comes-in with the robin,
and the song-sparrow, the hepatica and the
carly crow-foot.

There seems a nataral harmony between the
singing birds, the bees and the flowers.  What
soand can be more musical than the hum of
the honey-bee on a bright March morning ina
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border of cloth-of-gold crocuses? what sight
more cheerful? Do not the flowers and the
bees secm to have been created for each other,
but Canada has few crocuses, even in her gar-
deng, to open their sunny bosoms to the wan-
dering bee. No March days like those of the
Old Country. April exists in our Spring cal-
endar only ag @ name. We bave no month of
rainhow, suns and showers—no deep-blue skies
and silver throne-like clouds te cast their
fleeting shadows over the young tender spring-
ing grass and corn; no mossy lancs sweet with
blue violets, or grassy banks studded with
primroses a2d blue-bells, * o'ercanopied with
luscious woodbine” There is no month like
April in Canada. Our May is a‘bright, dry,
sunny season, a time of blossoms and of busy
hopeful days, more like in its character to the
same month in England, butl miss the change-
ful skies, the sunshinc and the showers of our
English Aprils, and ever as the spring-tide re-
turns my heart yearns with strange longing
io return as a bird to its far-off home, to look
once more on April skies and April showers.

¢ T yet had hopes, my weary wanderings past,
Still to return and die at home at last.”

Broop-RoorT.
. Sanguinaria.

This pretty flower is also one of our carliest
Spring blussoms.  April is its proper season,
when the latter part of that month is mild; but
in the more northerly townships of the Prov-
ince it is scldom seen before the early part of
May, unless in the shelter of the woods.

In rich leaf-mould just at the margin of the
forest, and in newly cleared ground it may be
seen pushing through the soil, one folded vine-
shaped leaf, remarkable for its pale-bluish
green colour, laced with the prominent vein-
wngs of orange hue. The same transparent
round smooth leaf-stem is of the same yellow
tint ; the leaf acts as a protecting sheath to the
solitary pure, fair bud which soon opens-out its
white petals, and displays the stamens tipped
with orange-coloured anthers, many in num-
ber. In form the flowers remind us of the
white crocus. The root is tuberous, thick
and fleshy ; break it and a jaice of a bright
orange-red colour flows freely from its many

pores, which look like punctures made with a i
pin.  This juice 1s used by the Indians in their |
manufacture of baskets, and alsv as a dye for |
the porcupae quills with which they ornament
the birch-bark baskets and dishes. It is also ‘
used medicinaliy and as an cxternal applica- i
tion in discases of the shin.

Each knob of the root sends-up one leaf and
1its  accompanying flower-bad, nothing can
present & more delicate appearance than a
large bed of thesc graceful flowers whenin full
bioom on & bright sunny day, they are well
worthy of being removed to the garden bor-
ders or even to the green-housc.  As the trees
of the forest disappear before the band of
civilization, these fair flowers will also disap-

Note.—Under cultivation the blood-root in-
creases 1n flower and foliage to nearly double |
its size in the wild state. i
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pear, and the place that knew them shall know
them no more.

T wail for the forest, its glories are o'er.”

Foyirory.
Fumeria.

We have many charming plants belonging to
this family, several of which are naturalized in
gardens, and all are worthy of cultivation,
being graceful in form and foliage. Among
the most remarkable of these very pretty flow-
ers with which our Canadian soil presents us
in early Spring, is the Dicentra cucullaria,
known by the common and not very elegant
name of ‘ Breeches Flower™ from the diver-
gent spurs of the corolla; by some it is called
‘Fly Flower,” & morc appropriate name, the
extension of the spurs resembling the angular
wings of the deer-fly, the crested tips of the
petals not being very unlike the head of that
fly. The flowers are of a pale-cream colour,
forming a slightly drooping raceme on the
long, slender peduncle. They are from 4 to 8
or 10 in number; the leaves are finely cut, of
& bluish green. The roots contain many gran-
ulated little bulbs crowded together, of a pale-
orange colour. Itis said that these little bulbs
arc sought after and cater by the squirrels.
This circumstance has given the local name of
Squirrel-corn to D. Canadensis, the tubers of
which resemble Indian corn in size and colour
The flowers of this last named species are very
fragrant, baving the fine odour of the byacinth.
The horns or spurs are blunter, giving a heart-
shaped form to the flowers, which is of a
greenish-white, delicately tinged with reddish
lilac; it loves the rich leaf-mould of forest~
soil, but is mostly to be found in moist mead-
ows, where the soil has retained the moisture
from the melting of the winter snow.

The name * Fumitory is derived, says Gray,
from smoke, possibly from the’ dull-whitish
green of the foliage of the common branching
Fumitory (F. officinalis,) which may be scen
occasionally in old clearings bearing branches
of pale-coloured compound leaves finely cut,
and small flowers of pale-pink, yellow and
green, sometimes tipped with a deeper crimson
at the edges of the corolla.

This pretty bushy Fumitory I round ono sum-
mer in our clearing, which had been seeded-
down with timothy-grass and clover; it bore
an abundance of secds, but disappeared, and
the following summer not & solitary plant was
to be secn, nor has it ever been known to come
up since in the same locality. There is a mys-
tery in the appearing and disappearing of many
of our native plants that is somewbat puzzling;
whether it arises from & change in the soil or
in the climate, that is uncongenial to the
habits and nceessities of the plaat, we can but
conjecture); possibly some naturalist, more
learned in the peculiar habits of plants and
their adaptation to the soil, may be able to
throw some light upon the matter. A remark-
able instance of this capricious disappearing
of plants from a soil in which they had largely
taken root is the

* The name alludes to the disagrecavle smell
of the plant—nof the Canadeasis.
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Criusing Funatory.
Adlumia Cirrhosa.

20 years ago I found this elegant climber
growing in wild luxuriance in a three-acre set
tlement, duty-clearing in the pine woods that
clothe the shores of the Katchawanook, one of
the small chain of lakes formed vy the expan-
sions of the Otonabec River in its course to
Rice Lake.

The little clearing had been made some 2
or 3 years and then suffered to run wild again.
A crop of rye with grass seed had been sown,
but the birds of the air and the beasts of the
forest bad reaped the harvest, and subsequently
a wilderness of raspberry bushes, strawberries
and other indigenous fruits and shrubs follow-
cd the rude attempt at cultivation and over-
ran the litile field. Inclosed by & wall of forest
trees on three sides, on the fourth the inclosure
was open to the lake, and it was by wateronly
that the settlers who visited it to gather the
ripe raspberries and strawberries had access
to it by means of & flat-bottomed skiff’ or light
canoe.

It was with the view of obtaining a plentiful
supply of raspberries for preserving that I
paid my first visit to the deserted clearing, and
there it was that I first saw this beautiful plant
wraathing every tall shrub and sapling tree
and flinging its elegant arecn garlands loaded
with bunches of pale rose-tinted flowers on
every supporting braunch and spray to which
its light tendrils could obtain access. The
sight of this flower-enwreathed inclosure
made me almost forget my errand of raspberry
gathering, so much was I delighted with the
airy gracefulness of the plant, which at that
time was quite new to me.

Some wecks after this 1 again visited the
spot, hoping to obtain some ripe seeds, but 1 |
was too late; the seeds were shed. The fol- |
lowing year I returned at the flowering season, |
but not a living specimen of the plant was vis- |
ible, the branches of the trees still covered
with the dry vines alone remained to assure me
that my climbing fumitories bad not been the |
coinage of a fertile imagination. The climbing
famitory is a biennial, but, unless the seeds lie |
in the ground a year before they germinate,
which I am not aware is the case, the total
disappearance of the plants where they had |
been sclf-sown was singular, no apparent |
change baving taken place in the soit and cir-
cumstances under which they bhad so abun-
dantly flourished the previous year; nor has the |
plant ever re-appeared.

1 have since scen this chimber cultivated in |
towns as a shade plant near verandabs, where |
it continued to afford & long succession of 4
graceful flowers and not less beautful foliage, |
blooming from August tll Qctober.

LINES COMPUSED FOR THE BOTANICAL |
SUCIETY OF CANADA.

By Miss Many Hisw.
(Read 14th March, 1862.)

All nature cries aloud, ¢ There is a God,”
And, but to glance in deep humility,
With awe befitting finite intellect,

'
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Upon the vegetable world alone,

How much of what is lovely and sublime,

Declaring the infinite mind is there,

Yill meet that glance, and show what rich re-
ward

A deep and earnest searck would bring,

Learn from the works of God His attributes.
The sturdy oak, erect midst fiercest storm,
Bespeaks the wisdom and the power of Him
Who from the tiny acorn brought it forth,
And in the clinging ivy see you not
That tender pity that ne'er fails to yield
A kind support on which the weak may lean?
Say is not purity Divine displayed
In the chaste lily of the vale that hides
Its graceful bead in its green resting-place,

Or lowly bends to pour forth to the air

Fragrance so exquisite, it “well may breathe

From furm so fragile and so sweetly fair ?

The lofty palm, lifting its plumed head to

heaven,

As 'twere in thankfulness, then looks to earth,

And cries, Oh mortal! canst thou not perceive

I owe my being to that Majesty

Who calleth Heaven,—the highest Heaven, His
throne,

Iis footstool, that fair dwelling-place of thine ?

The changelessness of our eternai Friend
Doth not the evergreen remind us of ?

Ever the same—she turns to mother earth,

When folded in the winter’s cold embrace,

The same refreshing smile as though 'twere
Spring,

Gladdening her branckes with the joyous song

Of tie sweet warblers of the air that breathed

Among her emerald boughs,—and not this wind

So icy that it petrifies the tears

Shed down upon her from the eyes of night.

Methinks we may not find emblem more meet

Of that enduring faithfulness which proves

New every morning, whether on that morn

The radiant sun of happiness arise,

Or cluuds heavy with threatening sorrow lower.

The beauty of the Lord. Look! see you not
How traly it pervadeth everything!

It nestles in the bosom of the rose

Blushing 2t her own peerless lovcliness.

It rests in ruddy bloom on the plamp cheek
Of the ripe peach ; or rings a merry peal

Of fairy music from the perfumed bells

Of byacinths. It has a dwelling-place

In the sweet violet with dewdrops wet,
Like infant eycs suffused with unshed tears.

Wafted on the wings of spring, lo! it lights
On verdant meadows, and then dwells awhile
With the first lovely sisterhood of flowers.

It gloweth on the top of apple-trees

Profuse with bioom, the snowy harbinger

Of rosy fruit tinted like sun-set sky.

Oh! what a shower of glorious beauty falls
Tato bright summer’s lap, sent down from Him
Whosehand painted thatradiant fiower, or hung
That bending bough with cool refreshing fruit.

Then Autumn comes Iaden with sucha wealth
Of all that's beautiful ;—the fruitful vine
Heavy with luscious clusters ; laughing fields
Of waring gold ; foliage of every hue
From rich, warm crimson to the amber pale,
And cen some green that kindly summer left,
When bidding us farewall. Now you may ask
What beauty crowns old winter's hoary locks.
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‘Why, gleams it not in those gay coral gems
That deck yop drooping ash, and in the leaves
Glistening on holly bush? And when at last
Just as from us her pale face she withdraws,
Wiater unveils her snowy breast and shows
Her lovely offspring, the pure, calm, snowdrop
Drooping, like dying innocence, its head;
While, closely nestled at its side, behold
The blithe crocus, raising its joyous face
To greet us, and to whisper in our car
The glad intelligence that Spring is nigh.
A fine portrayer of the beautiful
Has said, “ A thing of beauty is a joy
Forever,” and in truth in all that makes
Our world so exceedingly fair there lies
The germ of that which in eternity
Shall bloom in beauty inconceivable,
.And,f lélessed thought, celestial flowers ne'er
ade;
The trees that grow beside the stream of life,
Where walk the ransomed ones, are evergreen.
The love of God.—Oh! that great attribute
Summeth up all in oue, for * God is love ¥
With goodness overfloweth that vast heart
Towar%s the sons of men. Each mount, each
vale,
The whole of this wide globe telleth of this,
What countless forms of grandeur and of grace;
What rich, what varied colouring to charm
The eye ; what lavish gifts of food to please
The most fastidious taste and satisfy
The immense demand insatiate nature craves;
What odours too, so exquisitely sweet,
They scem wafted on angels wings
From bowers of Paradise. Fountain of all that's
good,
Of inexhausted love! truly the year
Is with tby goodness crowned, and the whole
earth
Doth laugh and sing with joy, while our poor
hearts
Can never praise thee as They ought until
Our eyes behold the land that is far off
And gaze upon the Kingin all His beanty.
Then shall we look into and understand
Somewhat of that perfection wonderful
Which here we,trace in all that comes 50 pure
So matchless from Thy band ; which there
Shall be displayed to our enraptured view
Through countless ages of eternity.

PEREGRINATIONS OF A LAY DELE-
GATE.

Tus Hoxe Missiox.

‘ Required to deputize the Presbytery of
Toronto, commencing at Port Hope, 28th
Janvary, at 7 P.M*  Such was the brief tele-
graphic, I might say talismanic, message that
reached me one week in advance of the date
above mentioned. Barely time to set one’s
house in order and do up * the chores ;" no time
at ell for concocting Home Mission speeches.
Remonstrance, I knew, would be of no avail, for
the order came from head-quarters, and most
probably the answer would have been that of
the * Iron Duke ” to an officer who asked leave
of absence from his regiment ordered to India,
“Sail or sell.” It is not necessary here to tell
what is meant by the farmer's chores; the Geli-
cate sengibilities of townsfolk might receive a
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shock were we to confess to them all that the
Iay delegate must do cre he ventures on a pere-
grination of 2 weeks’ duration, it were quite ir-
relevant, and besides, I fear, would be thought
“infra dig.”

27th January. At midpight joined the up-
express-train of the much maliguned Grand
Trunk Railroad. The distance to Port Hope,
170 miles, occupied 12 hours, our speed being
therefore under 15 miles per hour including
stoppages—quite fast enough however consid-
ering the present dangerous state of the road.
At Port Hope the Rev. Mr. McKerras, of Bow-
maanville, Wm. Frazer, Esq., and some others,
were in waiting to receive us. Mr. McKerras
attached himself to our Deputation in the ca-
pacity of chaplain, cicerone and guide, for
which his zeal, extensive information, exhaust-
less fund of aunecdote, and active turn of mind
rendered him peculiarly well qualified. Mr.
Frazer entertained us hospitably at his splen-
did villa a short distance from town, and
thereafter drove us to the church where the
meeting was held at the appointed hour.
Though not large we had a respectable meet-
ing; Mr. McKerras conducted devotional exer-
cises; and JIr. Frazer ably filled the chair. The
deputation did their best—at the close approv-
ing resolutions were passed, and a committee
appointed to give them effect by soliciting
subscriptions in aid of the Home Mission Fund.
The congregation here is of recent formation.
The Rev. Mr. Camelon, their first minister, was
inducted in 1859. He is at pregent abseat in
Scotland. The cburch i3 qaite-pew; a very
neat and commodious cdifice of brick.

29th. Desiring to be near the railway sta-
tion in order to be in readiness for an ecarly
start, we had declined Mr. Frazer's pressing in-
vitation to pass the night under his roof. We
ought to have known better than to look for
a Grand Trunk train upon time, and for our
verdancy were duly punished, for, beside 2
{ hours' fruitless waiting at the station, not only

had we to pay for our night's lodging, but to
1 pay handsomely too for a sleigh to carry us on
| to Clarke, distant 10 miles, all of which our
kind host would gladly have saved us, had we
given him the opportunity. Clarke, better
known as Newtonville, was reached at the
appointed hour, 11 AM. When yet some dis-
tance off, we observed one solitary sleigh at the
church door, an cvil omen—we catered—the
church was all but empty. A council of war
was held, it was decided that we should not
expend our eloquence upon empty pews, ac-
cordingly we dismissed the few who were pres-
cat, adjourned the moeting {0 that day week,
when we hoped, and they promised that a bet-
ter reception should be given. After dinner
with Mr. Muldrew Mr. James Lockhart kindly
volunteered to drive us with his own team to
Bowmanville. Here the clerical and 1ay ele-
ments of the deputation respectively found a
“home, sweet home,” in the families of Mrs.
Galbraith and Mr. Dean the banker. In the
evening we attended o prayer-mecting in the
Congregational Church. We were told thata
similar meeting is held once a-wecek alternately
in the Free Church, the Kirk and the Congre-
i gational Church, and usually the 3 ministers.
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are in the habit of thus meeting frequently up-
on a common platform. This, to my mind, is
pleasing evidence that separation in churches
may exist without implying hostility. A great
deal more of such brutherly and Christian in-
tercourse arongst ministers and people must
be cultivated before we can hope for a satisfac-
tory outward union of our Churches.

30th. We met in the church at Bowmanville
at 11 A M. Numerically the meeting was not
what we could have wished, it even fell short
of our modest expectations, yet it wasdecided-
ly a spirited one. Of their own accord it was
resolved to strike the iron while it was hot.
A subscription list was opened on the spot, and
then and there more than one $60 subscription
was recorded. If there be no coal in Bowman-
ville there will not be much gas; no doubt we
shall in due time hear good accounts of Bow-
manville.

31st. Mr. McKerras drove us in his own
cutter to Whitby, 10 miles, in an hour and a
half through a magnificent country. Mr. Mec-
Lennan gave us a hearty reception. He was
bonest enough to tell us that we should get
nothing from Whitby, but promised us & meet-
ing and a fair hearing. In the afternoon he
conducted us through the mazes of the Sher-
iff’s Castle, said to be the largest and best fin-
ished private residence in North America! If
unmixed happiness belongs to those who dweil
in fine houses, then, oh, tbrice happy will the
Sheriff of Whitby be when he takes possession
of this gorgeous mansion. The promised meet-
ing was held in the church at 7 P.M. Tt was
not & large one : at the close & resolution was
passed approving the measure under consider-
ation, at the same time expressing regret that,
from the peculiar circumstances of the congre-
gation, it would not be in their power at pres-
ent to contribute to it. The reasons given
were satisfactory, the more so being coupled
with the assurance that, when freed from their
own pecuniary embarrassments, they would not
be unmindful of the claims of the Home Mis-~
sion, and, that it might not be lost sight of, a
committee was appointed with power to in-
crease their number and act &5 circumstances
might warrant.

Whitby was originally a Lranch of the Rev.
Mr. Lambie’s congregation while officiating at
Pick.ring. Shortly after his death, which oc-
curred in 1847, a congregation was organized
in connection with the Free Church, our Pres-
bytery at Toronto meanwhile sending occa-
sional supply. No cffurt was made to recon-
struct the congregations until through the pub-
lic spirit of Mr. Laing the present church was
completed in 1859. From that time the Presby-
tery sent regular supply, the congregation
increased steadily, and in 1860 the. Rev. Ken-
neth McLennan began his labours here amid
cheering prospects of success and usefulness.
The church is externally and internally a
model one, by far the handsomest Presbyterian
county church in Canada—a splendid monu-
ment of the correct taste and liberality of its
founder. Tt cost, we are told, £3125. Of this
sum the congregation contributed only £400,
Ieaving £2725 of indebtedness to Mr Laing,who
bas recently proposed to hand it over in fee
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simple to the congregation on payment of
£750, thus making his own contribution
£1975. No doubt the offer will be thankfully
accepted, Otherwise Mr. Laing should pul!
up stakes at once and go where such gener-
osity is likely to be appreciated.

1st February. Mr. Laing kindly sent the
deputation and their chaplain on to Pickering.
Here we found & comfortable stone church of
the Primitive Methodist style of architecture.
At Clarke we had found only one sleigh at the
church door, here there were 2, from which it
may be surmised that it was to be a day of
small things with us. It was not without some
reluctance that we stripped off our coats, be-
ing in & strait betwixt two opinious, whether
to go to work or to shoulder our carpet bags
and make for the railway station. Respect for
the feelings of the minister and the small
handful preseunt, who had come some of them
a long distance, turned the scale in favour of
the former counsel. A variety of reasons were
given here as elsewhere in explanation of such
small meetings; one of which may be men-
tioned for future guidance. The Couniies
Council throughout the whole of U. C. were
that week in session as by law directed ; many
of our influential men were either members
thereof or had business there, or were there
whether they had business to he there or not.
And sgain farmers generally were said to be
unusually busy at this particular season, driv-
ing their wheav to market. If they have so
riaach wheat to sell it is to be hoped that they
will henestly toll the grist for the benefit of
the Home Mission Faud. We were assured that
notwithstanding appearances in Pickering our
Church is strong, and that Pickering will yet
give a good account of itself in this same mat-
ter of the Ilome Mission Scheme. This con-
gregation was orgenized about 1341 by Mr.
Lambic ; the Rev. Peter McNaughton succeed-
ed him in 1843; resigned and left our Church
1 1855. He was followed by the Rev. 8. G.
McCaughy in 1856, AMr. Walter R. Ross, the
present incumbent, was inducted in 1861. The
congregation is wealthy collectively as well
as individually~they possess & manse and 223
acres of valuable land ; besides they have $1000
invested, the proceeds of sale of land obtained
under provisions of the Toronto Presbytery
Glebe Scheme.

We left Pickering somewhat abrupfly before
the close of the meeting in order to join the 2
P.M. train fur Toronto at the station called
Duffin’s Creck. Here there was no telegraph
available, conseyuent'y thie whereabouts of the
train, alrcady cver-due, could not be ascer-
tained. It did not arrive until 4 ; the politeness
however of Nr. Kezar, the station-master, effec-
tually ncutralized the discomfort ucually at-
tendant upon delay. About 6.30 we reached
Toronto, there to remain over Sunday and at-
tend & meeting on Monday evening. C.rpet-
bag in band we repaired to Mr. Fowler's, we
had had an early breakfast at Whitby, no din-
ner at Pickering, and were now quite prepared
to do justice to the good things liberally pro-
vided for us. In the evening Dr. Barclay called
and carried off his brother minister in triomph.
On Sabbath Mr. Snodgrass preached morning
and evening in St. Andrew's Church.
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3rd Feb. Dr. Barclay kindly escorted us
tbrough the Educational Departmental Build-
ings—the much-talked-of University of Toron-
to, a noble pile~—and the unequalled splendors
of Osgoode Hall. Dined with the Hon. Judge
McLesan, and at 7 repaired to the church. Mr.
Paton hag already said, and truly, that the at-
tendance was limited, and I may not contro-
vert him ; the proceedings however were inter-
esting. Judge McLean was called to the Chair,
and introduced the subject and the members of
the deputation in a very earnest and affection-
ate manner. The convergence of 2 branches
of the deputation was a master stroke of Mr.
J. W. Cook. Truly refreshing was it for us
to meet other deputies. Heartily tired of lis-
tening to ourselves, most thankful were we to
hear a new idea upon g subject we had already
worn threadbare, and gratifying no doubt to
the lieges of Toronto was the variety thus im-
parted to the proceédings. Colonel Thompson
and John Cameron, Esq., respectively moved
resolutions heartily approving of the effort now
being made, and nominating the trustees of the
church as a committee to give practical effect
to the expressed sentiments of the meeting.
The names of the trustees I have forgotten.
That Judge McLean and Henry Fowler, Esq.,
were of the number I am certain, and that to
my mind was sufficient gnarantee that the mat-
ter was left in safe hands. St. Andrew's
Church was erected in 1830. The first meet-
ing for building & church in Toronto was pre-
sided over by Francis Hincks, Esq., (now Gov-
ernor of British Guiana,) the secretary was Mr.
William Lyon McKenzie. The flrst minister
settled here was Mr. Rintoul, about 1833 or '34,
he remained 3 years, and was Succeeded by
Mr. Leach, who after an incumbency of 3
years more removed to York Mills, 17 miles
back of Toronto. Remaining there 6 months,
he joined tha Church of England, and is now
Canon Leach of St. George's Church, Montreal.
Dr. Barclay came to Toronto in 1842 at the
request of a committec who had been sent to
Scotland to procure a minister. The church is
seated for 1000, and the site is very valuable.
The congregation own besides a valuablelot in
the city, opposite the Government House, 200
acres of land, 4 or 5 miles from the city, at the
mouth of the River Humber, in addition to the
“Seton ” lot ncar Newmarket, sold lately, we
believe, for £800. Possessing such advantages
it is to be hoped that erc long we shall hear of
measures being taken for the erection of a see-
ond church in Toronto, where there are ample
roorr and material for the building-up of 2
large and vigorons congregations in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland.

4th. Feb. Had no other personal gratification
resulted from my peregrinations, I should have
considered my lost time amply compensated in
becoming acquainted with two such estimable
laymen as Golonel Thompson and Archibald
Barker, Esq., of Markham. The latter kindly
offered to drive me to Scarboro’ and thence to
‘Markbam. Leaving Toronto at 5.30 we reached
Scarboro’ about 7, by what scemed to me o
mwost intricate and tortuous road. The church
and manse are romantically situated in a se-
cluded nook of the township; what preten-
sions to architectural proportions either of them
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may possess we could not even guess, for it was
dark when we reached there, and still darker
when we left. The interior of the manse wore
an aspect of comfort, peace and plenty, and
during our too short sojourn there we were
entertained in princely style. The church re-
minded me forcibly of some of Auld Scotia’s
old churches—it was dimly lighted with tallow
candles, which gave to the interior a gombre,
even dismul appearance of indefinite magni-
tude. The audieuce too was marked by Scotch
presenting some fine samples of the well-to-do
farmer, and our only regret wag that not more
of them were present. Anywhere else we
should have called it & capital meeting, but in
Scarboro’ we had scarce hoped to have found
standing room, for it is well known that here
we have one of the largest country congrega-
tions in Canada. Mr. Bain, himself a veteran
in the Home Mission service, occupied the
Chair, explained in happy terms the object of
the meeting, and thereafter in his own humor-
ous and effective style introduced the several
members of the deputation.

This congregation was at one time in con-
nection with the Secession body, their minister
was one Mr. Jenkins, to whom Dr. George
came ag assistant. Soon after his arrival,
about 1833, he joined our Church and the con-
gregation with him; here he remained till
1853, when he was =appoiated Professor of
Moral Philosophy and Logic in Queen’s Col-
lege. Mr. Bain, the present minister, coming
from Kirkaldy in Scotland about that time,
wasg inducted to the pastoral charge of Scar-
boro’ in 1854. Here is & govd manse and 9
acres of land attached, in addition to which
the congregation have 100 acres in the Town-
ship of Scott, valued at £400. We left Scar-
boro’ at 11.30 P.M. and reached Mr. Barker’s
house at 1 in the morning. -

5th Feb. Markbam is plessantly situated in
the heart of one of the finest wheat-growing
districts in Canada. Our meeting was held
in the church, & modest Presbyterian-looking
building, half & mile from the village. The
minister expected a large meeting, not so the
deputation, we had heard the result of the
census that, “in the county of Ontario there
were more individuals who professed to belong
to no Church than in any other county in Can-
ada,” our expectations were therefore moder-
ate, and besides we had become habituated to
small meetings. Qur Chairman, Mr. Barker,
was also appointed Chairman of a Committee
to solicit subscriptions, and I am sure that, if
anything can be done in Markham, bhe i3 the
man to do it. The mecting over we returned to
Mr. Barker’s to dinner, after which we started
for Uxbridge, 22 miles due north. The Rerv.
Mr. Gordon bad with great kindaess arranged
to drive us thither himself. Halted at Stove-
ville sbout half-way, where one Mr. Johnston,
& good friend to the Church, provided ample
entertainment for man and beast. He had just
come in from canvassing subscriptions for the
erection of a ¢ bit Kirkie.,” He said there was
o handfal of adherents about Stoveville cling-
ing betwcen hope and despair to the Auld
Kirk. Thus refreshed, our ponies carried us
gallantly over the Uxbridge Ridge, s painfully
tircsome succession of hill and valley extend-



THE PRESBYTERIAN,

ing all the way to Uxbridge. The church and
mange are situated upon the summit of Quaker-
Hill, one of the highest of these undulations,
whence in clear weather the prospect is said
to be magnificent.

6th Feb. A dull drizzling atmosphere con-
cealed from view the charms of Uxbridge, and
what was of more importance to us just then,
threw a damper upon our meeting—the small-
est by all odds we had yet encountered. Here
is said to be a large congregation of Scotch
and Irish, originally gathered together by the
indefatigable cxertions of the late lamented
Mr, Lambie. His must have been a noble mis-
sionary spirit, for this whole country abounds
with traces of his zeal and abundant labours.
Mr. Brown ministered to them from 1847 to
1850, after which a vacancy occurred, when
the present energetic pastor, Mr. Cleland, was
inducted to the charge.

We had now reached the end of our princi-
pal journey, yet our work was not done—
Clarke must be revisited—Seymour, in Kings-
ton Presbytery, omitted last year, must be
‘“deputized ” this. Our nearest way to Clarke
was by Whitby, 26 miles distant, but we must
not leave Uxbridge without thanks to the min-
ister for his abundant hospitality. Talk of
Highland welcome! I doubt if it comes up to
“ manse hospitality,” sure I am it cannot be
more hearty than the welcome we met with in
1ezvery manse we entered, and they were not a

- few.

A good road, & fine pair of horses and the
ribbons in the hands of so intelligent « Pres-
byterian elder as Mr. Kydd, very much short-
ened the ride to Whitby. The night was passed
in Mr. Laing’s, a house which I would'nt ¢ nif-
ferl’)’ with the Sheriff with the Sheriff's fortune
to boot.

7th. Newtonville station reached at noon, Mr.
Hendorson was in waiting and drove us to Mr.
Hugh Lockbart's, where ample provision had
been made for our temporalitics. The few
words addressed to the congregation upon a
former occasion had not been in vain, and we
were greatly rejoiced upon entering the church
now to find & full house. Mr. Robert Johnston,
an elder and reeve of the township, Messrs.
Henderson, Sharp, Lockhart and others, ex-
pressed their interest in the matter submitted ,
in their hands we left it, satisfied that what-
evelxi they undertovk to do would be done
well.

Time and space would fail me to tell of why
and how we went to Peterbory, and thence
8cross the country, 50 miles to Seymour—of
the varied scenery of this romantic undulating
backwood region—of the rising villages,such as
Warsaw, Hastings, noted for its cotton-factory, i
Norwood, abounding in taverns and Campbell-
ford, beautiful for situstion. Some of the set-
tlements were Irish, at the house of one we
stopped enquiring the way to Alexander Kidd's.
' Sure there's a Jobnny Kidd an a Wally Kidd
an & Sandy Kidd, but sir, there’s nae Alexander
Kidd in thig part,” was the reply. Suffice it to i
say that the good people of Seymour were ta-
ken somewhat by surprise as a mysterious-
oking stranger drove up to the church-door
on Sunday morning and took seat in the min-
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isters pew. It was whispered that he had
travelled by Express from Peterboro’ during
the night and that his business must be urgent;
possibly he might be an inspector of volunteers,
but more likely & Yankee interloper come to
3py the nakedness of the land. At the close
of the gervice all doubts were removed by the
announcement from the pulpit that a Home
Migsion Deputation would visit them on Tues-
day, and that one of the Deputation was now
present. All praise to Seymour! whatever
they may do in the matter of giving money,
they gave us a capital meeting ; possibly their
subscription list may be smaller than they
themselves would wish it to be, for they are at
present engaged in the erection of & large and
handsome stone church ; but from what we saw
of Seymour and its natives we are persnaded
that they can help the Home Mission Fund
without leaving the other undone. Of the kind-
ness received by the deputation at the manse
of Seymour it were superfluous to write. May
He in whose work we were engaged recom-
pense the worthy minister and his amiable
lady seven-fold for their unbounded hospital-
ity. Mr. kindly voluntecered to for-
ward us to Belleville, 26 miles, which we
reached at 11 P.M. Mr. Snodgrass took the
train at midnight for Montreal, the lay cle-
rient tarried 24 hours with the kind-hearted
minister of Belleville, and in due time each
arrived at his respective place of abode. It
only remains now for me to apologize for the
unpardonable length and incoherence of my
narrative. Be tbankful, dear reader, that [
have not inflicted upon you even one of those
20 interminable long speeches which were de-
livered in obedience to the injunction of J. W.
Cook, *“ to deputize the Presbytery of Toronto.”
N.B.—The writer is indebted to the Rev. Mr.
McKerras for historical and statistical notes
included in this report. James Croir.

Extract from an Address delivered by Mr.
Burdon, of the Grammar School, at the Mis-
sionary Meeting held in St. Andrew’s Church,
Belleville, on Monday, 3rd March:

The speaker said that it was hig intention to
make a few plain remarks in regard to a mat-
ter that was apt to be overlooked by those
engrossed in secular pursuits. At missionary
meetings the speaking was generally confined
to clergymen, and they probably felt a delicacy
in alluding to the subject in the pointed way
that its importance requires. But there was
1o goud r.asen why he,a layman,should refrain

‘ on such an occasion as the present from draw-

ing the attention of his fellow-laymen to the
duty of adequately maintaining those who
labour amongst them in holy things. A striking
disproportion presented itself, when the qualifi-
cations required in & minister or missionary
were considered, in connection with the pecu-
niary amount that seemed to be generally
thought sufficicnt for his support. Before a man
can properly discharge the clerical functions,
he must be subjected to a long course of mental
training. This bas to be done also in the case
of some other professions or employments, but
how different the rcmuncration! To give an
illustration : A young man is desirous of be-
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coming & member of the legal fraternity, and
with this view goes to Toronto, in order to
pass the preliminary examination. For this a
rather moderate amount of classical and ma-
thematical knowledge will suffice. If found
possessed of this he in 5 years afterwards
acquires or may acquire without excesgsive
study the right to plead in Her Majesty's
Courts of Law. A somewhat bright career i3
now perhaps before him, provided that with
talent he combines the necessary industry. An
important case i3 intrusted to him, and on its
coming before the jury he puts forth all his
powers. Well, the verdictisin his favour, and
in addition to the pocketing of a handsome fee
the public bave been led to think favourably
of his professionability. A few other cases
similarly managed establish his reputation;
clients multiply, and in afew years he atlains a
position of independence. Mis ambition rising
with the improvement in his circumstances, he
aspires to a seat in Parliament, nor does he
aspiro in vain. A coopstituency elects him,
and he goes to the Seat of Government, resolved
to look after its interests, and perhaps
not entirely to neglect his own. llere & new
field and one requining talents of a different
kind from those he has hitherto evinced pre-
sentsitself. Buthis capabilities are of a varied
kind. By-and-by he displays an aptitude for
Parliamentary business, and, his politics being
of the right sort, the Premier possibly invites
bim to join his Administration. IHe complies,
and is first made Solicitor General, which office
some time after is exchanged for that of Attor-
ney General. And, after another interval bas
elapsed, a vacancy occurring on the Bench, he
ig appointed a yudge with a handsome salary
for life. Instances of the above description
are not rare in Canada. It i3 true that the
majority of those who practise at the Bar have
not a career SO prosperous as that just indicated,
but, speaking genecrally, it is a fact that for
legal gentlemen, who in the discharge of their
professional duties bring talent and energy to
bear, the rewards are of a very substantial
kind. These remarks have not been made with
a view of throwing blame on lawyers. They
sho 11d be well remunerated, seeing that their
2id 15 50 essential to us when assailed in regard
to property or reputation. But there is a class
of men who render us services in connection
with higher and more important interests, and
the question may be asked, How are they re-
quited? A young man of talent and piously
disposed is anxious to fit himself for the work
of the ministry. Well, he aspires to a highly
honourable office ; but, as has been remarked,
before he ean discharge its duties, o long and
laborious course of mental training is necessary.
e must go to a university, having previously
acquired aknowledge of classics and mathemat-
ics sufficient for matriculation, and pursue
his studies there for perhaps 7 or 8 long years.
During this tiine heis supported by his friends,
or, it may be, he contrives to support himselr
by teaching in the intervals between the ses-
ions. When the prescribed term of study is
completed he is examined as to his attainments,
which now should be of & highly creditable
kind, and, if found duly qualified, is licensed
to preach. But how much time and money
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and mental effort must be expended before one
is fitted intellectually for discharging tho duties
incumbent on & Christian minister. But, to
take another view of the matter, clergymen
have the same physical wants as other men,
and an important question arises, What sum
seems to be generally considered an equivalent
for the services of those who have thus labour-
ed to qualify themselves for the sacred office
And it should be borne in mind how severely
not only their mental but their bedily energies
are taxed in thig thinly settled country. Were
an individual to exert an equal amount of talent
and industry in some secular profession, as
that of law or medicine for instance, how
quick and satisfactory would be the returns.
But in the case of & clergyman a widely differ-
ent scale of remuneration would seam to have
been adopted. When even & large country con-
gregation have agreed to raise £150 per annum
for their pastor they are apt to think that
something exceedingly liberal has been done
This shows but a poor appreciation of Gospe!
privileges. But how many an exemplary cle:.
gyman receives even a smaller sum, and hag
on this pittance to support and educate a fam.
ily, and defray the various charges peculiar to
his station. Nor are ministers in some of our
Canadian towns much better remunerated, for,
if their incomes are nominally higher, the ex.
penses devolving on them are also greater:
indecd the stipends of the best paid Protestant
clergymen in the Province would seem not to be
above but decidedly below what ought to b2
allowed when their qualifications and the ser-
vices rendered by them are-considered. This
will perhaps be more willingly admitted when
reference is made to the handsome suras which
men of say equal talents and energies earn in
some of the secular employments or professions
and yet, did time permit, reasons might be
given for the opinion which has been some-
times expressed, that the labours of clergymen
are more calculated to promote our good even
in this world than those of any other class of
men. But what is the securing of mere tem-
poral advantages when compared wirh laying-
up treasure in that other and better land to
which it is the business of our spiritual guides
to draw us and to lead the way? In the
estimation of a minister, whose heart is in his
work, & pecuniary recompense is a secondary
consideration, but it is a4 very important mat-
ter notwithstanding, and even the worldly
interests of laymen require that those who
devote themselves to preaching the Gospel
should not have their minds distracted by
fears as to the support of themselves and their
families. But widely different views from those
above expressed prevail in many parts of thig
continent, and in illustration the following
anccdote may be told: A preacher once re-
ceived a rall from a church in one of the Wes-
tern States and accepted it. He was a good
and able man. The congregation admitted
his worth; but notwithstanding this they
committed a mistake very common in new
countries, and that is not uncommon in some
countries that are not new. They appeared to
think be could live on air. They promised
him $300 & year, and even this small sum was
not punctually paid. But he was a patient
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man and said little although his pay was
scanty and raised by him with no little diffi-
calty,—~for, in addition to his other duties, he
soon found it necessary to be his own collector.
He had a spice of humour however in his com-
position, and on one occasion administered a
rebuke that some of the ¢ well-to-do” members
of the congregation must have felt. It having
been announced to him that they purposed
adding $100 to his stipend, be to the surprise
of every one declined it, and for the three fol-
lowing reasoms. With that modesty that is
ever a concomitant of true merit he in the
first place expressed doubts as to whether his
services entitled him to the increase; in
the next place it might be possible they could
notafford it, and lastly he stated that collecting
the $300 originally promised had given him a
world of trouble, and that, if in addition to this
they imposed on him the task of collecting
another $100, his physical sirength would prob-
ably be unequal to it; and, as it was his wish
w live a little longer, he trusted they would
nut persist in carrying their gencrous intentivn
into effect.

COMMUNICATIONS.

1o the Editor of the Presbyterian.

SIR AND BROTHER IN CHRIsST,—If you
find it proper I will be obliged to you to
insert in your periodical the following out-
line of the circumstances and reasons which
led me with the majority of the members
of the French Reformed Church of Mon-
treal to scek connection with the Presbyte-
rian Church of Canada.

Nearly 21 years ago, after having been
solemnly recommended to the grace of God
by the church of which I was a member, I
left those dear to me and the land of my
fathers to come to this country, in order to
preach the Gospel among the French Cana-
dians. I had engaged myself in Geneva,
Switzerland, for that purpose under the
condition that after my arrival I would be
at liberty to labour either with the Grande
Ligne Mission or the French Canadian
Missionary Society of Montreal.

After I had seen the missionary field
I chose to work with the Society of Mon-
treal, notwithstanding my former friendly
relations with the then missionaries of
Grande Ligne and iy great esteem and
Lrotherly affection for them.

Though I was neither a sectarian nor a
lover of disorder I did not join any of the
ceclesiastical bodies in Canada, because I
huped we would suceeed in forming an ec-
desiastical organization of our own on
friendly Christian relations with all the
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of the French Roman Catholics. With
that object in view I labourcd more than
14 years as one of the missionaries of the
F. C. M. Society of Montreal. After
which time, having asked my dismission
and obtained it, and having almost lost the
hope of seeinga French ecclesiastical orgzan-
ization formed, I offered my services to
the French Mission Committee of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, but they
were not accepted.

My health was then not very good ; nev-
ertheless I continued to endeavour to ful-
fil the duties of my pastoral charge over
the French Church in this city, while the
Rev. Ph. Wolff, General Seceretary of the
Society, preached once every fortnight.
This state of things lasted over 4 years,
during which time the church increased,
and I earned by giving lessons that which
was necessary for the support of my family,
with the exception of £27 10 granted to
the church toward the support of the pastor.

I did not much like that sectarian or
disorderly position, and felt still the want
of being connected with some ecclesiastical
body. Having been refused hy the Pres-
byterian French Mission Committee, not
believing in Episcopacy, the Grande Ligne
Mission receiving only Baptists, and the
Congregational Church having no French
Mission, I was in perplesity, and was al-
most decided to try whether our Methodist
brethren would not receive me and bear
with my Calvinistic convictions. I spoke
of my trouble to a minister, a member of
the Committee, and soon after it was ar-
ranged that delegates of the 4 little French
churches in connection with the Society
should meet at Pointe aux Trembles, where
a TFrench ceclesiastical organization was
formed and a constitution adopted. More-
over, sccing our smallness and feebleness,
we connected ourselves with the Synod of
the Evangelical Church of France. It
were agreed that our Synod should meet
every year, but it never met since; there
was always some reasons to postpone its
convocation, and it has come to nothing.

Two yearsago, secing the want of mission
ry ministers and my hecalth having im-
proved, I felt it to be my duty to seek a
conncetion which would enable me again
to employ all my time to the ministry to
which, I belicve the Lord has called me.
Then, though I would have preferred to
becomethe missionary of a churceh, I thought

cvangelical churche_s, which I considered . I might be more useful in continuing to
weuld be more efficient for the reformation  labour with the missionaries of the F. (. M
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Society. In consequence, after having con-
sulted my elders and deacons, I offered my
services to that Society, which were accept-
od, agrecing to devote one-half of my time
in the country and the other half in town
1o continve my pastoral care of the French
Church. I worked with happiness in that
position from May, 1860, till June, 1861,
though I still desired an cffectual ceclesias-
tical organization.

At the latter period during my absence
on 2 missionary tour, and when the church
was prospering,—for 7 persons were in
presentation to be admitted as communi-
cants,—onc of the deacons, a colporteur of
the Socicty, went to members and adherents
of the Church to ask them to sign 2 letter
for my dismission as pastor of the Church,
but none would do so.

After I had knowledge of the transaction
and ascertained that the General Secre
of the Socicty knew of it beforchand, I
asked to be relieved in 3 mounths of 1y
new engagements, noticing that my resig-
nation as a missionary of the Society did
not involve my pastoral charge. I received
no answer to my demand till the 3 months
had expired, when 2 delegates of the Com-
mittee informed me that my resignation
was accepted, but that they were disposed
to make new engagements with me and
place me comfortably in the country if I
would also resign my pastoral charge.

As I love the object the Socicty has in
view and csteem very highly some members
of the Committee, that proposition troubled
me very much. Nevertheless after prayer
and reflection, though I was sarry to dis-
please the Committee, I believed that I
ought not myself break the sacred ties
which unite a pastor to his flock, but leave
the responsibility to those who would have
done it.

In consequence of my resolution the
Committes scat a deputation to the clurch,
who cxposed their views to them and
promised to build a place of worship as
soon as possinle.

A few days after I asked the Charch
Session for a meeting of the Church in
order to vote on the question of my going
away or remaining amonz them =s thar
pastor. The result of that mceting was
that, besides 2 persons who are dependent
on the mission. only 2 others of the com-
municants prescnt voted according to the
views expressed by the Depatation, and
consequently I felt it to be my duty to
remain at my post, and. after having con-
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sidered our isolated position, the majority
and myself thought that for our own bene-
fit and the advancement of the Gospel it
was necessary for us to join one of the
church organizations existing in Canada,
and, as we saw it was in a Presbyterian
Churcl: we would be most at home, we
sent a petition to, that effect to the French
Mission Committee of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in conncction with the
Church of Scotland, whose answer has
been a favourable one. 'We now consider
ourselves as a portion of that Church, and,
though we are feeble and poor, we hope God
will grant us 2ll that we need to contribute
to its usefulness and glory.

Your respecetful servant in the Lord Jesus
Christ, J. E. TANNER.

Montreal, March 21, 1862.

To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Si,—The writer, availing himself of thc
hint offered in your February number, that
your columns would be open to a “fem-
perate and Christian ™ discussion of the
subject of Union betwixt Presbyterians in
Canada, begs to send you the following
paper, the first of a series which he pro-
poses to contribute, bearing on that sub-

ject. .

Although a different conclusion is ar-
rived at from that which your correspon-
deat, “A Layman,” in the last number
formed, yet the writer may be allowed to
express his admiration of the good, tempe-
rate, honestly firm spirit which pervades
«“ A Layman’s " atticle. It is to be hoped
that all who undertake to write and speak
upon the matter will preserve the same
tone.

The objections whick “ A Layman ™ bas
urged against union, and all the objection.
which have been urged against it, will be
taken up in daz time; meanwhile it <
sufficient to state that the question will be
discussed in ile widest bearings by the
writer, who is friendly to union, but would
not have it rashly formed. What he desid-
crates is that it be kept before the Charch
as an object worthy of being sought, s
that those who now opposc it may be
brought at length to acquiesce in it by
themselves being convinced of the desi-
rsbleness of it and by the public voice de-
manding it. There are very few in Er-
giand now who do not belicve that the pas-
sing of the Reform Bill was a picce of
wise legislation, and vet every one knows
what a time it took to prepare the public
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mind, or rather the leaders of the public | ruight require. Supposing that a connex

mind, to close with the measure. It is by
keeping the idea of union prominently be-
fore the churches, and by thoroughly ven-
tilating it, that the fact of union will be
zccomplished.

The writer is favourable to a union with
the other Presbyterians, not because he
thinks with them on all matters. TPerhaps
the widest difference of sentiment betwixt
our church and at least a portion of the
other church regards the- relations which
should subsist between the church and the
state. That his desire for union may not
seem to flow from indifference to this
point, the writer will conclude this article
with his views of the usefulness of state
endowments to churches.

The Provincial Legislature having with
sacrilegious hand swept away all marks of
a religious establishment in this country,
the question does not present itself as one
of great importance practically, yet it mer-
its attention as being still observed clse-
where, and as involving a weighty prin-
ciple in political economy. On the other
band the efficiency or impotence of the
- voluntary principle” ought to be thor-
oughly understood before it is learned
by experience.  Voluntaryism is rampant
in this land ; the minds of the people are
being leavened with it, although they do
not endeavour to prove it sufficient by their
liberality. When they cry out for the vol-
untary principle, they merely advocate
the poverly of the clergy. Even those
who formerly cherished the establishment
theory are now making 2 principle of ne-
cessity and joining in the denunciation of
it; so that he who now maintains it must
be prepared to meet with opposition.

When Christ instituted a church apen
carth, He was commonly regarded as an
impostor, or at least & despicable enthu-

iun between the church and state had been
approved of, the principle could r.ot have
been brought into immediate action. It
docs not answer this vbjection to say that,
although at that time the principle could
not be brcught into immediate operation.
Paul would have laid down rules for the
direction of the church inits future pros-
perity, when kings should be its nursing
fathers and queens its nursing motiers, if
it had been the mind of Christ that its in-
terests should be allied to those of the
state. Now it is questionable whether
Paul foresaw the future favour into which
the church would come; and, even if he
did, he wrote for the churches as they ex-
isted in his own day, referring to other
times and circumstances only incidentally.
He !aid down broad, gencral principles, the
working-out of the details of which he left
to the wisdom of those who should have
the future control of the church. As the
Scriptures do not furnish us with the mi-
nutiz of church government, but rather
icave these to be determined according to
the circumstances of the church, and as
there is at least nothing against Religious
Establishments in the Bible, it follows that,
it we can show that they have been pro-
ductive of much good, and may yet much
advance true rehigion and extend Christ’s
reign, they do not, as bas leen averred,
interfere with Ilis authority as Supreme
Ruler and Head of Iis Church. For be
it observed that, when all the truths of the
Bible are clearly stated and its precepts
obeyed, the acknowledgment of the Head-
ship of Christ necessarily follows, as in
this it consists. If it can be shown then
that national establishments afford facilitics
for the spread of pure-and undefiled reli-
givn far greater than voluntaryism does
the inference will be legiamate that, ir-
stend of their involving a denial of His

siast, and in these circumstances His fol- | Headship, they tend to widen and main-
 tain is supremacy.

lowers were few and uninfluential. Conse-
quently, even after the apostles had extra-
ordinary gifts conferred upon them, the
religion of Christ met with public opposi-
*.on instead of public countenance : it was
wccessanily an encroaching system, which
had to work its way into all countries and
Lingdoms, demonstrating by the truth of
s doctrines, as cxhibited in the lives of
thase who received it, that it was from
Heaven and worthy of all confidence. It
was thercfore, humanly speaking, impos-
¥lle to set in operation a completo church
srmnization such as foture circumstances

.
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In ancient times there subsisted a
union between the sl and coclesiastical
polits in the state with a view to secunng

! tho best interests of Loth. The Hebrew

pawiarchs united in that own person the
highest il and ceclesiastical offices |

. and in the subs.quest Jarisk polity the

same individuals frequently performed the
dutics of priest and chicf-ruler. In arn-
cient Egypl. Greece and Rome there was
an intimate umon between church and

. state: and there is still amowg the Hin.

dwes. Mahumetans and Chinese. Now
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this is not stated by way of authority in
reference to the Christian Church, but to
show that it has been always considered
reasonable that civil and ecclesiastical
matters should be amalgamated, as mu-
tually helping each other.

Christ said of His disciples, “ Ye arc
thesalt of the earth ;” implying that, as salt
tencs to preserve aniwal matter from pu-
trefaction, so does the church preserve the
world from corruption. The unbiassed,
honest historian adds his testimony and
declares, “If you make a man a good
Christian, you make him a good citizen.”
If the magistrate therefore heartily seeks
the welfare of those whom he is appointed
to rule, he will from motives of policy, if
from no bigher ones, strive to introduce
and dissemiunate the traths of the Gospel.
But, if, in addition to the cool conviction
that it is ezpedient to extend this religion,
the magistrate has himself {asted of the
good word and feels constrained to bring
others to participate with him in the same
blessings, he will feel it incumbent on him
to put forth every effort in his power, both
in his public and private capacity, to do
honour to his Saviour. There is no dis-
tinction made in the Bible between public
and private influence—every man is bound
to promote the glory of his Master in all
his relations, in the state as much as in his
own family and person. He will feel it
his duty, as appoioted of God, to employ
his power for the protection of those who
do well. Whether Constantine was &
truc believer in Christianity or not, his cs-
tablishing it ac the religion of the Roman
Empire declares unequivocally that he
was 2 man of discernmeni. He foresaw
that the religion of Jesus world natarally
tend to the consolidation of his power and
the stability of his empire. There can be
nothing wrong therefore on the part of
Kings and Governors in offering their pro-
tection and assistanca to religion : it is ma-
ther to be expected that they should do
so. Aund to the objection that in our
days, when sects are so multiplied, it would
be impossible for 2 ruler to select 2 form
to which he is to assign particular favour,
tut that he would have to countenance all
Christian sccts indiscriminately, we answer
that the truth lics somewhere and there
arc means of arriving at the trath.

Now comes up the question, Should a
charch accept the protection and aid thus
proffered 2 Panl asked, # Ilow shall men
call upon Him in whom they bave not be-
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lieved ? and how shall they believe in Him
of whom they bave not heard? and how
shall they hear without a preacher? and
how shall they proach unless they be sent "
This implies, what all experience confirms,
that religion is to be obtruded upon the
notice of men—that the preacher of the
Gospel in the first place addresses himself
to those who are supposed to feel no inter-
est in what he says. Voluntaryism loses
sight of this and assumes that the fell
need of religian will demand instruction,
and that this demand will always call forth
asupply. As men do not naturaily seck
after God or feel their need of true reli-
gion, it follows that, if left to themselves,
they will never seek the services of a
Christian ministry. Hencg, in introducing
Christianity to the notice of men, the her-
alds of the Gospel must look for support
to another quarter than to those amongst
whom they labour. TWhen the apostles
went abroad from country to country ma-
king inroads upon the dominions of Satan,
they were in part sustained by the labours
of their own hands and partly by the con-
tributions of those who had already belies-
ed ; this fact showing that the commercial
rule, “The supply will keep pace with
the demand,” cannot bo.applied to reli-
gious instruction. .

Ie planting religion in a new country o
seltlement then, the | missionaries of the
Cross must be sustained by some provision
apart from the contributions of those wha
receive their instruction. Perhaps some
one will say, Let them look for that sup-
port at the hands of professing Christians
in other parts of the world. Certainly
private disciples ought to be called on to
do what lies in their power to forward the
evangelization of the world—they will be
the better for their exertions, and it is not
desirable that the provisions of govern-
ment should render exertion on  their
part uscless.  Bat, while individuals have
done and are still capablo of doing much.
their cfforts are quite unequal to the task
of supplementing the defects of pure vol-
untaryism; for at best these efforls am
quite uncertain and unreliable.

Let us sce what the banevolence of pr-
| sate Christians has been able to accomphie®
Take some country as Scotland in whi~’
there is an established church, and which
is divided into districts, the spiritual super-
i vision of which is entrusted to stated clar-

gy- It has happened that, even with the
, Rational apparatus in full operation, largs
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portions of the country have not Leen fully |
overtaken, leaving a field on which the ,
voluntary principle might be tested. Harve |
these blaoks been filled up by the benevo- 3
lent exponents of voluntaryism? Noj for, |
over and above those embraced in the na- |
tional church and ia sll the forms of vol-

untaryism, there are masny thousands ’
wholly unprovided with religious instruc-
tion. With the exception of the Free
Church of Scotland, whose suctess in the
remote districts is to be assigned to other
causes than voluntaryism and has been
great 1n spite of practical voluntaryism,
none of the seets holding voluntaryism
have scarcely ventured bzyond the pre-
cincts of the large towns; and, in the
towns, instead of going to the lanes and
alleys to draw in the lame, the halt, the
poor, the uncared-for, they have for the
greater part been striving to make to
themselves partisans of those who by birth
and education differed from them, and
who from their circumstances are able to
contribute most largely to their support.
But this was cvidently not the Lord’s
wish—the miserable, the lowly were lis
peculiar care—and “the poor have the
gospel preached to them,” was onc of the
tokens of His Heavenly origin which e
sent by messengers to John the Baptist.
Whither then shall we Jook for relicef to
sapplement the defects of the willing gifts .
of Christiang, so that all classes in the land
may hear the Gospel 2 Is it to private be-
ne-olence or te cnlighteaed and natriotic
statesmen? It is only by a universal en-
dowment, by which a8 ministry may be se-
cured to the most rugged corners of the
land as well as to its most fruitfal parts,
that the moral fastnesses of the world can
be overtaken—that an educated ministry
can be brought into contact with the gen- !
eral population.  The stale must lend a
halping hand, and this it has a right to do
as shating in the benefits.  The same prin- '
cipfles arc applicable to general education, '
though not with so much ferce ; for sinful -
men are belter able to appreciate the ad-
vantages of cducation than those of reli-
giom.

There are doubtless individual cases—
weaalthy congregations in the hands of
[aus and energetic men—in which min-
#lers may be sustained in comfort by the
spantancous” contributions and donations
of their flocks.  This may be the ease in
eities and wealthy communitiecs.  Many, |
steing the cfficiency of the principle in
<ach instances, have rashly inferred that it '
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would be equally so in all circumstances,
forgetting that the ability and the disposi-
tion thus to give, instead of being the rule,
are the exception inevery country. There
are vast multitudes in every land who
cither can not or will not pay for Christian
instruction themselves; and what is to be
done for these? Do you say, Leave them
alone! You dare not do that, for the Sa-
viour has ordered the Gospel to be preach-
cd to cvery creature.  For such it is surely
the duty of an enlightened and Christian
government to provide ; and, if this aid is
proffered, the church cannot refuse to ac-
cept it, otherwise it will betray the inter-
ests entrusted to it by making light of a

. means whick might be turned to good ae-

count. If on the contrary a government
manifest & calm indifference to the reli-
gious welfare of its subjects—if public men

! Ty aside their rcligion on assuming office

« % -
—all sorts of religious delusions, and cven

. infidelity, may be expected to infest its lim-

its. A sensible wnter, after noticing the
state of religion in the United States, says,
*We ought to have cstablished a church,

. fixed upon one, and called it a natiwnal

one. * Leave religion alone, the sujply
will always keep pace with the demand™
is the maxim of a peddler and unworthy of
a statesman or a Christian.  As a natural
cunsequence, we shall run away from the
practice of religion intu theory. Weshall
have more sects than the vanmty of man
cver jet invented, and ore enthusiasm
and less piety, and more pretension and
less morality, than any civilized nation on
the face of the earth.  Instead of the well-
regulated, even pulsation that shows a
healthy state of religion, it will be a fever-
ish excitement or helpless debility.”

In order to a clergyman's devoling him-
self, as he.ought, to study, or to lis per
forming successfully his pastoral dutics, he

. must be placed Leyond the reach of dis-

tracting care.  How can a man throw ali
his encrgics into his work if the distres-
sing thouglit cver and anon recurs to his
mind, that he is unable to procure the nee-
cssmries of life for his family—that ac-
counts for books and clothing and grocer-
irs have been rendered, and there is” noth-
ing with which to meet than! Aund,
while his encrgies will be cramped and his

. talents crushed by a load of care, his con-

seience 1oowill be exposed 1o temptations.
Ilc feels that he must gain the favour of
the people—that his personal comfort will
be in proportion te his popularity.  As he
15 wholly dependent upon the peaple, the
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people’s tastes must be ascertained and
gratified. Those things which would be
unpalatable to them, howaver true and nec-
essary to be spoken, must be passed over,
for, if declared, they might undermine his
position. The people’s prejudices must
be pandered to, and their sins connived at,
in order to secure their hearty support.
This is the blackest feature in voluntary-
ism as exhibited in the United States.
There are exceptions to tkis—men who
fearlessly and caraestly proclaim the Truth,
and still succeed; yet it generally holds
true that there is a disposition to swerve
from the Truth out of respect to popular
feelings. And it is to the neighbouring
republic that we must look for the ex-
treme of voluntaryism, pure and simple,
because in other coaatries its proper and
full tendency is preveated by the example,
the check and the rivalry of the establish-
ed churches.

So far then we think that we have
made out a good case in behalf of national
establishments, proving that they tend to
subserve the interests of true religion. In
our next we shall endeavour to make what
we have said above bear upon the ques-
tion under discussion.

TipecBurepos.

For the Presbylerian.
A FEW WORDS ON THE UNION.

“ A Layman,"—writing in the March
number of the Presbyterian,—remarks that
it is well that the question of the projected
Union of the Presbyterians of Canada
should be calmly and deliberately discussed
in the columus of onr Church organ. Such
adiscussion, carried on in a Christian spirit,
might be of much value in clearing away
the mists of prejudice and in helping us
to view the merits of the question from
vgrious points of view. We might thus
be coabled to arrive at a true estimate of
the general tone of feeling among our peo-
pleand of the probabilities of removing the
obstacles with which all acknowledge that
the proposal isheset. Butitis of the utmost
importance that the discussion should be
carried on in a spirit of charity and tolera-
tion. There is some danger of a keen par-
ty spinit, arising from our giving to nata-
ral bias or preconceived opinions the weight
and importauce of & principle until we
come to look on those who differ from us
—almost as cnemies or traitors in the
camp! Such s state of fecling we should
do our utmost to prevent. Those who sup-
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port the cause of Union adroad should
be most carefpl to avoid the stirring-up of
dissensions at kome, and those who disap-
prove of the scheme should be equally far
from setting the example of intolerance
and acrimony.

The question is one in which very great
diversity of opinion may and must prevail,
since it is impossible for any one to see
with unerring clearness what is absolutely
best, and different circumstances and asso-
ciations must exert very diverse influences.
It is a most important question, involving
greatinterests and having a bearing on the
whole fature bearing of the Church, and it
should be considered and weighed with the
most serious deliberation. In the theory of
Tnion most would be found to agree. It
might well seem most desirable that those
who areonein every point of Christian doc-
trine, one in Church government and disci-
pline, should be one in reality and be in
trutha Presbyterian Church of Canada—
presenting a compact phalanx united within
herself, and fully equipped to take her part
in the thorough evangelisation of this al-
ready great and growing country.

On the other hand meany objcctions sug-
gest themselves—principally objections of
expediency. It might be doubted whether
thedetails could be easily atranged-wheth-
er conflicting elements in the now separ-
ated churches could be bronght into bar-
monious working, and contending interests
satisfactorily reconciled. One of the stron-
gest obstacles with many would be, that the
%nion would neccessarily involve the sacri-
fice of our formal connection with the
Church of Scotland. Linked to that an-
cient Church by birth or descent, bound
to its customs and traditions by earliest
and dearest associations, taught to look
upon it as the embodihment to them of
the spiritual * Zion” to which their hearts
look longingly back in many a weary wan-
dering—it is no wonder that Scotchmen
and the children of Scotchmen should
regard such a severance with the strongest
relactance. Clinging, as many of us do,
with justifiable tenacity to the venerated
associations of three centuries,—proud of
the grand historic past of a Church that
has been adorned with so many illustrious
examples of Christian heroism—claiming
as our noblest heritage the jraditionary
glories of her carly history—the hallowed
names of Wishart, Hamilton and Knox,—it
isnataral that,in prospect of a sepavatio:.,
in ideal atlesst, from o much that we love
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and cherish—our hearts should be impelled |
to break passionately forth in the lap-
guage of the captive Israelites by the riv-
ers of Babylon ;—* How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in astrange land ¢ If I forget
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand for-
get her cunning !”  Yet we must remem-
ber that, great as the sacrifice may seem,
we should be but degenerate children of
the Reformation, should we shrink from
meking it at the call of duty—and they
whom we venerate as the heroic leaders of
the Reformation in Scotland would have
been the last to hesitate to sacrifice even
their dearest feelings, if thereby they could
have promoted the extension of tke ever-
lasting Gospel. Let us bear in mind more-
over that the sacrifice is wholly one of feel
ing and involves no breach of duty. We
should do no wrong to the Church of Christ.
That is limited by no locality or nationality
—and wecanserveour Divine Masterasfaith-
fully in one of its branches as in another. |
And we should do no wrong to the Church

i
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towards the formation of a strony ond vig-
orous national church, furnished with
every element of prosperity and efficiency.

But, because much difference of opinion
must necessarily prevail in a matter where
there is room for much latitude of opinion
and each one is not only privileged but
bound to follow out his own conviction of
right, are we therefore to form ourselves
into two hostile parties, indulging in acri-
nonious feelings towards those who differ
from us? If we differ, can we not differ
in love? Yet such feelings of acrimony
have already, it may well be feared, been
too far .cherished. We have even heard
it reported, though it would be most pain-
ful to believe in such a manifestation of
narrow, illiberal feelings, that some of the
Schemes of the Church have met with
coldness and oppositionin certain quarters
in conseyuence of difference of opinion on
this subject. Can such intolerance really
exist among us? 1t is going back to the
dark ages, forgetting the enlarged tolera-

of Scotland, which has already signified her | tion and frecdom of thought which belong
entire willingness that her colonial branches , to our now enlightencd days! “ A bouse
should form independent bodies or unite | divided against itself cannot stand.” What
with other Presbyterians to form national : can we expect but the serious injury of our
churches. To say then that the proposed | Church if we pursue such a suicidal policy
Union involves any disrespect or ingrati- = as to weaken its power and diminish its
tude to her isabsurd and groundless. The | resvurces, simply because all cannot think
loss would be ours not hers. Nor should | alike on a point where so much can be said

we in reality be farther removed from her.
We could still hold friendly intercourse
and correspondence, she would still feel a
kindly interest in the children who had
left her sheltering wing—and we should
luse little more than the ideal tie, which
however, we admit, would be a loss only to |
be submitted to for a greater good. But |
this it might be,—we do not say that it s
a? present,—our duty to do—should it even- ‘
tually be proved thatit would advance the |
spiritual interests of this important country |
and promote the extension of the Church of |
Christ. At all cvents itis a matter we
should calmly consider, suspending our
judgement until we shall have viewed it in
every light, * proving all things™ and hold-
ng fast to what we believe to be right.
Tt moust be borne in mind also that a large |
proportion of the present adherents of our
Church have not the same strong attach-
ment to the Church of Scotland as those
who have emigrated from her soil. Num- |
bers bave joingd us from varions dissenting !
bodies. Very many are native Canadians, |
and, if they have any true zeal for their
country’s best interests, it is only natural
that their sympathics should go strongly

|

on both sides, where it is so difficult to mark
out the course which would be absolutely
best? 'What is this but to say that our
own opinion is infallible, that we are the
unerring judges of what all should think,
and that we will not work in concord with
any who will not bow to our verdict?
Surely such an unchristian spirit should be
put far from us. How can we prosper
against the enemics of our Lord while we
harbour such an accursed thing in our
camp? Are there not enough of obstacles
to the spread of Christ's kingdom, enough
of counteracting influences, that we should
raise new ones and weaken cach other’s
hands ?

It may be well, in passing, to notice an
assertion which,we believe, has been repeat-
edly made in various quarters in a spirit
of censure, that the ministers who have
gonc furth from Queen's College have, as
a body, given their voice and influence in
favour of Union. It would be neithe:
blamable nor unnatural, were all young
Canadian ministers, animated by a right
love of their native country, to give their
sympathies to the consolidation of a na-
tional church. But the assertion issimply
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untrue. Any one who has no' ad the
speeches and votes at our Synod may sce
for himself that among the ministers edu-
cated at Queen’s College there prevails as
great and as marked diversity of opinion
as among their brethren of Scottish birth
aud education. Nor is it the case, as has
also been intimated, that the minds of
students for the Church are influenced on
this point during their College training.
‘Whatever may bo the private opinions of
the Professors, they do not seek to bias in
any way the young men under their teach-
ing, anc they are in no degrze responsible
for the conclusions arrived at by their stu-
dents, which are formed by them indepen-
dently of College influences, and generally
from their own observation and experience
in the course of their missionary work
throughout the country. )

In a question on which diffevent circum-
stances, temperaments, and associations
must give rise to very varied views, it
scems evident that nothing can be hastily
settled, that considerable time must clapse
before any active steps can be taken. It
would be most unwise and injulicious for
an inconsiderable majority to seck to in-
volve a reluctant minority in a forced union
or in open dissent. The union of Presby-
terians in Canada cannot be rightly or
Lappily comsummated till our people gen-
erally are willing with tolerable unanimity
to give it their cordial consent and co-
operation. In the meautime let us try to
cultivate a spirit of Christian fellowship
with our Presbyterian brethren, so that,
when the union, which most believe must
sooner or latei be accomplished, shall
indeed arrive, it will be but the formal
uniting of those who in heart are already
one!

And let us in all our consideration of the
question approach it in a spirit of prayer,
taking care that prejudice does not blind
nor love of triumph drive us into obstinate
impracticability, always cheerfully accord-
ing to others that right of liberty of judge- !
ment which we claim for ourselves. Let
the rulers of our Church seck to discern |
the guidings of God's providence and the !
indications of His will. So long as the
pillar of cloud appears stationary, let us !
not seck {o hasten on.  But, as soon aswe
hear the signal for advance, “ Speak to the
children of Israel that they go forward,”
let us cheerfully olcy, even though it may
cost us some sacrifice, even though to some
of us the command may scem 1o include
the more difficult duty, “ Forget alse thine
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own people and thy father’s honse !I” And,
remembering our high calling, let us amid
all our differences of opinion endeavour to
follow the apostolic injunction, “Do all
things without murmurings and disputings,
that ye may be blameless and harmless,
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the
midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whomn ye shine as lights in the
world.”
CaxADENSIS.

NARRATIVE OF TRAVELS IN EGYPT
AND PALESTINE.

We were up and ready to start at an
carly hour. The sun was rising over the
opposite mountains with a warm castern
glow giving promise of a sultry day. All
nature was still and the silence was only
broken by the clear note of the mountain
finch, or by the call of some shepherd tend-
ing his flocks on the mountain side.

The hills, less rugged than those we
have left, are covered with a richer verdure,
and the arbutus, the olive and occasionally
the mulberry with their variety of foliage
grew up their slopes. Every here and
there little rills bubble-up from under some
ledge of rock, and are fringed along almost
their entire course with the oleander and
willow, till uniting in a larger strcam they
pour into the plain below and serve to aug-
ment the waters of the upper Jordan.

The road, after leaving Safed, winds
through lovely glades and sweet glens,
opening accastonally into small undulsting
plains dotted with villages. In onc of
these plains near Kadesh, the ancient Ka-
desh of Naphtali, a small colony of Zouaves
from Algeria have established themselves,
and the peaked roofs of their houses con-
trast with the other dwellings of Palestine.

Hunin, where we encamped for the night,
is situated on an castern summit of the
range, and overlooks almost the entire
piain of El-Hulch and the Lake of Mei-
rom.

The plain is spread-out before us like a
carpet of green with a few groves of trees.
and from the centre rises a conical tell
crowned with a few ruins, the only remeins
of the ancient town and citadel of Dan,
the northern frontier town of the Holy
Land. It is from the foot of this tell that
the principal fountain of the Jordan gushes,
at first forming a swall lake and then rush-
ing forth in a turbulent stream till it joins
the Nahr Hasbany and emptics into the
Lake Meirom.

The opposite hills, the hills of Bashan.
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tise gradually from the plain and are well
wooded to their summits, and high above
is the snow-clad peak of Hermon. In one
of the ravines which break the regularity
of these hills can be discovered a little
village nestling in a grove of trees. It is
Banias, the ancient Caesarea Philippi. The
general road to Damascus leads past this
village, but the country around was in a
state of insurrection, perbaps the premoni-
tions of the storm which broke-out with
such fury the next year, and we were com-
pelled to cross the plain further to the
north, and follow the course of the Wady-
cl-Teim to where the ravine of Hasbeiyeh
falls into it.

The path from Hunin to Hasbeiyeh
leads though some wild but picturesque
scenery. On our right, as we descend into
the valley, Hermon rises majestically, its
summit glistening in the morning sunm,
while on our left and before us are the
southern spurs of Lebanon, and conspica-
ous in the distance is the lofty peak of
Sunnin,  The valley is covered with a
rank vegetation, and the stream of Has-
bany is sometimes hid by the tangled
shrubbery which grows along its banks. We
follow for some time the Wady el-Teim and
the ravine through which the stream of
Hasbeiyeh flows to join the Hasbany. It
is a beautiful gorge, through which this
mountain torrent rushes and tumbles with
great impetuosity, and in a loncly glade
on its bank and enclosed on all sides by

lofty hills we pitched our tents. About a

mile and a half from our camping ground,
and much higher up the side of Ifermon,
1s situated the town of Hasbeiyeh, a town
of some importance and having a popula-
tion of 5000, the greater majority of whom
are Christians, and the remainder princi-
pally Druses. There is an important Prot-
estant Church here, composed of families
who have left the Greek and Armenian
Churches for a purer faith.

We had a very interesting interview
with the missionary, Mr. Worterbeit,whose
brother visited Canada some years ago; he
had himnsclf come over from the Armenian
Church, in which his father had been a
bishop. e spoke very favourably of the
success which had attended the Mission,
and accompanicd us to the church, which
was in course of crection, and in the base-
ment of which the congregation now
mcct-.*

* This church has since been destroyed by
the Druses and a latge part of the Ghristian

171

It is a small but handsome gothic build-
ing and i3 built on land that had been
given by the liberal Sheik or Emir of Has-
beiyeh. This Sheik, a descendant of the
princely house of Shehad, and once exer-
cising an extended authority, has now lost
nearly all his influence, but is still dis-
tinguished for his politeness to foreigners,
and received our visit with true Eastern
urbanity.

From Hasbeiyeh the road leads through
deep but picturesque glens or up steep as-
cents, and round the north-western slope of
Hermon to the town of Rasheiyeh. Her-
mon, which must be so familiar to every
reader of the Bible, is the loftiest moun-
tain of the whole range of Lebanon, and
rises to the height of some 10,000 feet.
Its sumnmit, covered with perpetual snow,
can be seen from almost every part of
northern Palestine, and even from the lower
valley of the Jordan near the Dead Sea.
Its loftiness attracts the light clouds which
float in the upper regions of the atmos-
phere, and the presence of snow has the
cffect of condensing the vapours, which then
fall as dew on the lower slopes of the
mountain and impart to them a fertility
and verdure which contrast with the arid
and parched appearance of other parts of
the country. As the dew of Hermon that
descended upon the mountains of Zion,
such was the precious cintment upon the
head of the high priest, and such the re-
{ freshing influence of brotherly love.*®
Though we only climbed the northern
| slope and were far from the summit of the
mountain, we found much snow still lodged
in many of the more secluded spots.

Beyond Rasheiyeh, a town of .some im-
portance, we passed through fine vineyards,
orchards and groves of olive and mulberry,
and the road, after crossing some small up-
land plains covered with a rich vegetation,
at length enters a desolate tract till we
arrive at Ruklch, a village situated in a wild
seciuded nook. It isinhabited by Druses,
who indeed form a large part of the popu-
lation of the villages on the northern slopes
of Hermon, around Damascus, and in the
ncighbourhood of Baalbec and Beyrout;
they look a wild and reckless set of men.

But Ruklch, though secluded, possesses
attractions, for here are the remains of 2
very finc ancicnt temples crected to Baal,

population put to death. M. Worlerbeit was
fortunately on a visit to England at the time
of the outbreak.

¢ Psalm 123.
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and which, like some of the other temples
of this district, faced towards Hermon,
leading us.to believe that the mount was
regarded as holy, and that the worshippers
looked towards it while engaged in prayer.
We rested at Rukleh for the night and set
out early next morning, hoping in a few
hours to reach Damascus.

After leaving Rukleh the road leads
along a pleasant green valley, and shortly
after enters on one of the most desolate
and dreary tracks in this country. There
is no vegetation and not a village to be
seen, but dull grey crags rise on either side,
and the sun, directly overhead, beats down
upon us, and there is no covert from its
seorching rays.

For more than 2 hours we follow the
path across the dreary plateau, and then
suddenly the scene changes, and the path
dives down into a beautiful glen filled with
foliage and sparkling with fountains and
streams of water. It 3 the vale of the
Abana. Along the centre of this vale
‘““the golden-flowing stream ” meanders,
fringed on either bank with flowering and
fragrant trees and shrubs. Literally we
had exchanged the desert for a paradise,
and the path winds through luxuriant
gardens and under natural bowers formed
by the overhanging willows and walnuts.

The hills rising perpendicularly almost
entirely enclose the valley, and, instead of
following the stream in all its windings till
it opens into the plain around Damascus,
we climb the intervening ridge. The east
of this ridge commands a magnificent view
of the plain end city of Damascus. The
gardens and orchards which encompass the
city have been justly celebrated. They
present a variety and beauty of foliage to
be scen mowhere else;”the sombre hue of
the olive, the deep green of the walnut and
the purple of the pomegranate mingle with
the light shade of the apricot and the sil-
ver-green of the popler; while some palms
raise their graceful heads at intervals.

These lovely gardens are watered by the
Abana and Barada, the crystal streams of
which can be detected winding through the
plains.  This rich verdure is girt by a belt
of sand, and beyond the barren white hills,
which bound the horizon on all sides. Thus
closcly in this land do sterility and death
border on fertility and life.

Out of this mass of rich foliage rises the
city with its whitec houses, its tall and
graceful minarets and swelling domes ;
while pretty villages are seen here and

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

there as spangles on a green ground. On
the spot where we were standing Mahomet
is said to have stood, whilst yet a camel-
driver from Mecoa, and, after gazing on the
scene below, to have turned away without
entering the city.  Man,” he said, “ can
have but one paradise and my paradise is
fixed above.”

POETRY.

GOING HOME.

* Wiil you come with me, my pretty one 2”
I asked a little child,
“ Will you come with me and gather flowera?”
She looked at me and smiled.
Then in s low, sweet, gentle voice,
She said, *I cannot come;
I must not leave this narrow path,
For I am going home.”

‘ But will you not ?” I agked again ;
‘ The sun is shining bright,

And you might twine a lily wreath
To carry home at night;

And I could show you pleasant things
If you would only come :"

But still she answered as before,
®No; I am going home.”

‘ But look, my child : the fields are green,
And 'neath the leafy trees

Childrcn are playing merrily, -,
Or resting at their ease. :

Does it not hurt your tender feet,
This stony path to tread 27

“ Sometimes ; but I am going home I
Once more she sweetly said.

“ My Father bade me keep this path,
Nor ever turn aside.

The road which leads away from Him
Is very smooth and wide ;

The fields are fresh and cool and green;
Pleasant the shady trees;

But those around my own dear home
Are lovelier far than these.

1 must not loiter on the road,
For I have far to go ;

And I should like to reach the door
Before the guu is lew.

I muset not stay ; but will you not—
Ob, will yon not come too?

My home is very beautiful,
And there is room for you.”

I took her little hand in mine;
Together we went on ;

Brtghter and brighter o'er our path
The blessed sunbeams shone.

At length we saw the distant towers;
But, ere we reached the gate,

The child outstripped my lingering fect,
Too overjoyed to wait.

And, a8 she turned her radiant face
Once more to bid me come,
T heard a chorus of glad songs,
A burst of ¢ Welcome homeI?
—Friends’ Review.



