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NEWS OF THEWEEK. "

A despatoh received from lNeifﬁilﬁld!gi:d’

states that the BennetGovernment hay beén.
defeated. 'Mr. Cartet, who is favorabla to

" Union with CAnada, has been called'upon to.
form a néw Government. ' " | e
M'lle. Albani, the.Canadian prima.donna,
has won the groatest success in.Moscow.
On the night of her -dehut as mbula
she was oalled - bafore the footlighls forty
- times. AR
Advices received at the War Depariment
on the 20th from the English expedition
_agaimst the Ashantees in Africa, state thdt

the Highlanders and Rifla Brigade have ar.|

rived at Cape Coast Castle, and the treops
have disembarked. They are all in geod
health. : ’ Co
Captain Glover with his native suxilia-
ries will immediately join Sir G. Wolseley.
who is' now forly miles east of the. river
. 1is rimoured that the King of Ashante
has sent an Kmbassy to General Wolseley
sueing for peace and offering an indemnity.

' The ball given at the American Legation | 0pe

was p brilliant affsir,  Genoral Kauffman,

commander of the Khivan expedition, and |

all the leading diplomatists were present.

Mr. Gladstone has declined to -receive‘a
deputation to urge the claims of women 40
the suffrage, o :

. The King of Baryaria has just conferrad
on M. Richard Wagner, the compospr, the
order of Maximilian for Science and A ré.

The Princess Pierre Bonaparte has open«
ed n dressmakers’s establishment in Bond
Street, London,
to make purchases. o

The German Minister of War Las ordered.
the immediste destruction of the present.
fortifications of Cologne, and the ere¢tjon af
& new girdle of forts round that city,' - .

In some of the public schools in Engtdnd
the teaching of telegraphy has been ‘tried:
.. Wwith'much success. Instruments‘srs-loh¢
" by the Government, and the children learn
very rapidly. :

The fusion of the the two Duchies of Saxa:
Coburg and Saxe-Gotha has at last faken
place.  Hitherto each duchy possessed. a
separate Diet. A commission of twenty-
..one members has been chosen, who will ar-

{:'ngq the affairs in common of both duch-

She rocently vistad “Pais-

| Dii D'Case, Ministt of Foreign Afais,
N nd ] he. inflyence nnd on thare:.
'| commentation of * Prifica Bistiarel, has an

g ‘under the. io

nounced the detérniiniation 6f Frange tora
spect the existing order of thirigsin Italy,
'gnd also to suppress tho violence of the

rench Ultramontanists, * = -~ "~ S

'|.. The: Mincheha, from ’calai';,'fax" Dyblin.

_has been. lost off the Scilly: Islands Ten of

.har orow mere drowned.

Horae Secretary of Dr. Henry Bell, Sheriff

‘| of Lansrkshire, has eaused a serious .dife

ference of opinion between Messrs. Glad-
[ stonit and Lowe, which will probably result.
in the retirement of the latter from the
Government. : ’ :

, A man named Gambatz, who served as a
oolonel under the Paris Commune was
captured at Carthagena by the Spanish
‘IWM s <. C wezer v.,‘-.'::»,‘
" The lata King of Saxohy called-at' a.tele-
graph office in his dominions to inspect the

‘pokes his nose into everything.'”” 'This ar-

rived during the royal presence, and the
rator was obliged to read the edifying in-

telligence to his majesty. o

An admiral statuo of Hercules g beeén
discoyered at Esquiline, "It is larger than

life, aid is intact with the éxception of the
feet and left arm, which are broken.

Mrs. Anshorean, ah aged lady belonging
to one of the first families in Buenor Ayres,
died recently, leaving a property valued a¢
ten millions of dollars in gold. : Sha left the
‘bulk-of her money to the pasr. :

. A memorial tablet is about to be placed
on .the house in King street, Covent
Garden, London,in_which Dr. Arne, the
gomposer of * Ryle Britannia,” was bora.

- A'touching incident his acourred in con-
nection with the funeral of Rollo, one of
:the men ‘drowned: by the foundering of a

- |'steam-tug in the Fyne, which has moved

the seafaring popuiation of North Shields
deeply. He buried -a favourite child..em
"Oliistmans ‘Eve. ° - On . loaving thgdgo'wve-
side he. wnt heard “to say, “Gaod-hys,
derling ; Iwillcome to see you on Sunday.,”
‘and the afternoon of -that day his body was
‘placed in-the grave alongside of his little
'pet,’ : i e T ..

" The Hon, Society of the Middle Temple,
of which the Prince of Wales is a member,
have long falt the dgsirability of having his

portrait painted by some eminent artist, to

- 'K special despatch from London to thel.
Globe of Glasgow says: the dismiesal by the'

‘workings of the institution. The operator |
‘telegraphed the fact to his next neighbour.
and received for an answer, * The King -

be hung in thewr fine hall. In response to
this,wish, Sir William Knollys has address-
od 8 letter to Mr. John Loch, Q.C., Attor-
ney-General of his Royal Highness, wherein
he states that the Prince will have great

"satistactiod int sifting for his portrait imme-

‘diately apon his return from Russis (which
will be’ i Match next).: and *‘that he
should prefer Mr, Watts to- be ‘the artist
?ei‘hﬁloyed_,." » y C

The Duke of Wurtemburg, who.is a Field
Marshal in.the Austrian Army, delivered a
lacture the other day, on Central Asis, in
view of the progress of .Russis in Asia, to

. connect Ku-rachee with Constsntinople by a

lineof railway. .

' The Duke of Edinburgh, on behalf of the
Grand ‘Duchéss Marie and himself, has
aotepted ah'invitution: toia ball, ta'be given
by the Lord Mayor sind Lady Mayoress in
honour of thé approaching royal marriage.
It will probably take place about the middie

1'of Marekt aft' nrringhment which will ena-
© ble-“Amertonn *oitizens-to- reach London'in

time.

Thoe threateninz article in the North
Cerman GQazcfl
Srance wikl ooiw 7 ' Papal ‘questions
< e an o 4] indighation " in
Roine, and the Pavii L' Opinion Nationale
says that notwithstanding the recent suc
ces, the Prussian< are sfill ignorant of that
nobleness which refriins from insulting the
conquered, ' '

The publication of three more newspapers
‘of Madrid recently have been suspended
by the Government. The iron.-clah, Nu-
mancia, has sailed from Mersel Reber for
Carthanena, convoyed by the Vittoriu and
Carmene, Lo )

Mr. Washburne,the American Mihister to -

to Franoe,on Monday presented, to ex-Pre-

-sident Thiers.a gold medal an behalf of the

French residents of Philadelphia.
The Communist who was recently cap-

| tured at Carthagena is'said to be a veporter

of _she New York Herald,

" The International Postal Joagress will
meet in Berlin on the 12th October,
Waterloo has lost another of its links with
tho present generation in the death of Mr.
‘Henry 'T'erry, who was under fire in.tho bat.

1itls as ‘an‘assistant surgeon in a regiment

of the line. lle died, aged eighty.

Heni Rochefort is atill alive, despits tha
recent repovls of his death. The Fremch
.Government has received information of his
safo arrival at the penal colony to which he
wae sent,” On the voyage he suffered from
sea sickness, but otherwise was in gnod

health. ‘
; . , .

.
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THE EMBARKATION OF THE BLACK
"WATCH, N

Portsmouth, Deo. 4.

By whut gaugeshall be etimated thequan-
tity of beer which wus drunk in Portsmouth
Iast night, to say nothing of the mountain
lew, whioh is the native liquor of the Scots,
‘whose last night it wason the #od of Britain ?
Except for the unfortunate defaulters, there
was no counfinements to barracks. Colonel
MeLean, knowing and trusting his men, had
told them in the forenoon that they might
tike the evening and welcome, but that the
honor of the regiment demanded that there
~hanlid be no absentees when the time should
~me for them {0 embark. Accordingly the
slnek " Wateh did take the evening, and

there wore signs and tokens about watoh -

. ~uting dime thet the evening was not. the
“n'y thing which they had taken. But it
was not quite all pot houses and beer-shop
~vork. although these who know soldiers
witl un-lerstind how much of this there
was, ’

The *¢ turn out” this morning was set for
2 quarter to ten, but long beforo that hour
ihe parade ground of the shabby Clarence
Buracks was full of life and bustle, Al
ready, too, long before the hous one had to
strugglo and elbow one’s way down the nar—
row line which leads to them from the
High atreet, because of the crowd that al
ready elosed it. A siranee miceollaneous
crowd it was—1hat it was not wholly u re-
putable crowd will be- easy understood by
sny who have a knowledge of a gairison
town.  Yet in the strange medley there was
no indecorum ; the sentiment was & mixture
of regret, pity, an'l enthusiasm. At the gate
sentries kept watch and ward, and only for
lavored civilians was their any admittance.
Already, very soon after nine o'clock, nearly
the whole regiment had turned out into the
buriack square. The men wearing trows
and Glengarry, valises, and the new pattern
unpipecluyed belis  which have just been
served out to them, stood chatting cheer-
fullyin groups, waiting for the ** fall in.”
Lverywhere was heard the burr and Yreadth
of the Scottish accent for the Black Watch
is not in name alone, Lut in reality, a genu.
ine Scotltish regiment.

‘I'wo compsnies of the 4Md hLad been
“quartered in the Cambridge Birracks along
with the 100th, and they had to jnin head-
quirters before the parade ghouid be con
summated,  About half past ten came Major
Green stuggling through the erowd in the
lane, with the report that he h-d got two
companies under way, and thau they would
arrive at once. It had been no easy task to
rescua thein from the engrossing comeade-
ship of the 100th, The “Canudians” had
swarmed around -them, shaking hands to
the very lust; haidshouted * (iood-bye, Scot-
tie. ould chap,” ull they were hoarse ; and
had finally 1ormed sn slley down te the
barrack gate, in which formation they had
cheered until they had recovered their
voices again The band of the 100th had
turned out to do honor to the, Scotsmen,
and was on its way to the Clarence Bar
1acks at the head of the two companies.
Presently there was aural evidence of this
fact, and then as one looked out into the
lave, it seemed ns if the crowd in it had
suddenly gone crazy, In front was the
lth band sturdily forcing its way to the
music of that defiant Border ditty, “ Wha
daur meddle wi' me?” Tie defiance was
buncombe, for the whole lane was meddling
with the Scots ‘who followed. The ranks
were inundated by a succession of htiman
waves, Men seised hands and ahook them

ing as the colamn slowly staggered onward
through its diffioulties. But they were con-
quered at last, and the band drew to one
side as the two companies, marching in
fours, strode through the archway leadiu\f
into the barrack yard, greeted with a ghrili

weloome from the bagpipes. Then were:

brought forth from out the gusrd room the
colors of the regiment, carried by the two
Jjunior subalterns, and guarded by the eolor:
sergeants, the medals on whose breast testi.
fied that the sacred charge was confided to

no unworthy hands.

The * fall in,”” has sounded, and the con
fused groups which had filled the barrack
square with 80 picturesque a mass of color,
resolves themselves into companies. To the
front of everything are the pipers, luckier
than the kilted band bebind them. in that
they are bound for Ashantee.with their
comrades, The band for once is outof con-
ceit with iteelf. That seven-foot lance-cor:
poral who performs on the big drum has no
swagger left in him, and would forego a
cubit of his stature to bein trews and-among
the service men. Bebind the band are the
companies in quarter distance column. In
this formation the exceptional size and mus-
cular developments of the men show to
the best advantage. Frederick ‘the Great,
the connoisseur in big men, would: have
lound & company afier his own heart; but
although it contains the picked men of the
regiment in the matter of stature, the other
companies, if they do not look quite 8o im*
posing, look to the full equally as service
able, The out'marching strengthis 471 men,
29 sergeants and 17 drummors, besides the
officers, thitty 1 number, all told.. The
numbeiring off proceeds all right, but it is
observatle that some how for this parade
there is considerally more wandering of the
eyes than is consistent with discipline, con-
atrued in the sirictest sense. There never
was a truer remark than that * thereis a
good deal of human nature about most
people.’ Discipline is an excellent thing
and “ eygs {roni’’ on parade a most proper
ocular attitude ; but if “eves right” or
*“eyes left’” will enuble & poor fellow hound
ou foreign service to snatch one last look at
bis wife and bairne, who shall wonder that
nuature gets the better of ‘discipline? It is
true that he commits a military offenice, but
the recording angle, in the shape of the com*
pany sergeuant,is not prone to‘day to rebuke.
In very truth, the honest sergeant himself,
stern und centrad on duty as he appears,
seews not wholly indefferent to a ljttle pic*
ture,commounplace enough, parhaps.yet with
a certain tenderness and pathos in it.framed
in yonder window in the dull brick wall, It
13 only a little woman with very wistful eyes
and a tremulous twitching about the mouth,
who stands there dropping undemonstrative
tears on the face of the baby at her bosom,
But it 30 happened, friends, that the little
woman and the baby are, exoept the regi-
ient the only tlhings that the honest sei*
geant has got 10 love in this world ; and you
may hsply thus come to understand how it
is that curious gulp and working of the
muscles of the throat precede his command,
*Right number of I’ As the officers take
post, itis to be noticeed thatseveral of them
look desperately fierce. A truculent and
bloodthirsty scowl settles upon their fea:
tures, and their orders are emitted with re-
murkuble harshness. Whence this ferocity
of demeanor? Are the Ashantees reported
to be out side the barrack yard, and is
Koffee Culealli regaling himself on rung and
gunpowder on the Common Hard, prior to

disputing the passsge of the regimens over

,{crmiﬁy; wamen, were hugging and sob-

-beery eandor ; ‘“deevlitech fou. in fac’; hut

the drawbridge at the Gun Wharf? Or isi
assumed to mask emotions of a very differ
ent character? There was no ferocity, but
inexpressible love and tenderness, in the
{ace uf that gallent fellow,. no; owling 80,
as a 1minute ago he stoagd, 'agmld clusped
in his, lookingiito the eybs ‘of that lady by’
the messrooni dogr whe ‘let ler veil down sod
suddenly as with ~4Gedl -bless you I"
and a last pressure he turned away, doing
something to his eyes with the hack of his?
hasid. Wondrous few tears do we see in
thtése',quiet"mrtings. Millais read aright thi= §
pige of'the book of human naturé when, in

that most pathetic of sll picturés I know, |
*Ordered” on Foreign Service,” he limned-
the two gazing into each other's ayes with a
wistful, yearning. concentrated earnestness,
that comes 80 straight from the heart thet |
it cannot pause or turn nside hy the way to
unlooge the fountsin of tears.” What a
sirange medley the scene’is of tha pathetic °
and ludicrous! Lonk at this gallant defen.
der of Britain, e hus been ordered (o fll
out from his company.on the groand that he
is moet decidedly drunk, It happens to be §
one of those things about which. there can
be no miatake. It is the most that he can
do to keep on his legs, yet hae has got his |
belts and kit on somehow, and has stigger
ed on to parade to take his place in the |
ranks. He pleads hard to be saved from
shame—*I ken I'm fou,” says #a, with s

I’'m no’ that bad but I can march: middlin’
straight. Wlll ye gie me a chance, Captain, §
gin I douk my heid in cauld watter?” Itis -
clenr that this recipe would nat suffice to 1
make him au _efficient, g0 he is committed
to the charge of the rear gnard, but allowed
to remain under arms: :

Just as the parado is completa, Mijor
Cooke, of the 100th, arrives, accompanied |
by the officers of the regiment, 'who have -
breakfasted their comeades of the 42nd this
morning, and are come now to convey them
on board ship. The pipers strike up *The ;
Campbells are coming,” which has been the 1
regimental ““advance’’ since befora Waterloo
and the band, forming fours, marches out
under the archway in rear of the pipers, and
with the regiment behind it. Justin the
archway there is a momentary block. The
unfortunate Irish wife of a Scottish soldier
has, it would appear, parted with him on
not the most friendly terms, and is here
now, ‘“like Niobe, all tears,” and with a
child in her harms to make it up. This she
proceede to do by, going into wild bysterics
in_the very centre of the band, siid her
screeches and wild ejaculation, ¢ Arrah,
bedad, would yez keep me from me own
Pether 7’ from scarcely a happy accompa
niment to the music. Whether she ultima-
tely finds *“ me own I’ether,” or whether sho
is got out from the band somehow, nud
handed over to her less excited sisters in
sffliction, cannot be enquired into, for we
must move oa in the rear of Col, Mac'eod,
on one side of whom walks General Rollo,
an old 42nd man, who has come to see his
old regiment off, and on the other Masjor
Cooks, of the 100th. The band of the regi-
ment takes up the tune from the musicians
of the Black Watch, and, amidst a burat of
cheering, the Lead of ,the column ateps out
briskly to the tune of “The Blue Bells of
Scotland.” In the [lighstreet the throng
stands 8o thick that it is with difficulty a
pasaage can be opened. Men and women
crowd in upon the column to shake hands
for the lust time. Flags and "handker
cbiefs flutter from the windows, and be:
tween the gusts of cheering you ‘may hear
w@any & ‘‘God bless them poor follows 1"
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ffom the lips of women. Upposite the
teneral’s home, Colonel Elliott, the Quar-
erinaster General of the district, falls into
® procession on horse back; the only
Wounied man there, for the field officers of
the Black Watch are thus early practically
Accustoming themseclves to the absence of
Gorses on the Gold Coast. (ut side the
un Wharf the men of the Royal Artillery
t"'e_g:\lhered, and give their comrades of
6 line a volley of hearty cheering as they
"mp past. On the Common Hard, that
M8torical centre of nalutical Porlsmouth,
e crowd is thicker than ever; and out of
Smpliment to the black-eyed Susans and
9ely Nans of the Hard, the band changes
“The girl I left behind me.” As the
Tear guard’ presses  its way through the
throng that has closed in at the dock yard
gate, thereis a heaving and commotion on
the {jnrd belitnd, over the sound of which
®xclamaiions rise high in the broadest Scot-
Ush Doric, * Clenr the gate, yo deevils”
anns aff”’ * No, deil anither drap,”” are
20mg of the cries we hear; and then we see,
ttling his way through the crowd with
otermination, but also with many a larch,
® abgont man of the Black Wateh. Yes,
1.6 had been one man absent, although
or shamo's sake the fact had been kept
Yniet, Could it he that he was skulking to
®¢C.j0 the service on which his comradoes
}'.?1'6 goiug, or was it that he had fargotten
limself and got too drunk to ‘“come up in
lime"" ‘fhere he was to answer the ques-
I?"’ had his condition rendered it in \he
VMightest degree necessary to ask it. He
b been awakened from a drunken sleep
h’ the music of the passing bauds, and here
'5 was struggling yehemently to overtake
& o regiment, obviously under the impres-
h"‘n that if he did not do so incontinently
® must be left behind and incur eternal
rlgrace. Fate was kiod to him, for he
*ached the rear. guard befoie it got to the
Uy, and having been duly made & prisoner
of, staggered along in that capacity in a
dition: of the serenest contentment.

The Sarmatia looms large in the berth
“here lay the Vicloria and Albert when she

"eceived the shah on board of her, on his |

Yisit to the British fleet at Spithead. The
1 giment fortns into liné, and: stands halted
Ora while—a ¢ thin red line” in the midst
Ofa dark sen of civilian hemanity—till the
;‘"‘nzements are announced as complete.
Then the files begin to move away from the
.ﬁ‘“x and ‘passing up a gangway near the
ip's bows, so enter the ’tween decks.
Althe foot of this gangway comes the last
80 pye, By some judicious flank move.
Weny, o number of the women of the regi-
®n¢ have got down here as oon as ihe
en, and have taken up this advantageous
thl‘l'.ion Uy ‘the gangway. It must be said
o b under the circumstances, the files move
‘: rd somewhat slowly. Itis not quite
le.’ for & mjsn, no matter how strong his
.u“'e of discipline, to stride past his wife on
0k an oocasion as if he sees her not.
.¥er {{e murmuring of the parting saluta.
e rise the homely, familiar, tender
b::'“l of ¢ Auld Lang Syne,’”’ played by the
h d of the 100th. The minutes wearon till
'b: curtgin falis on a dramna that was not to
l Withedsed without some emotion. The
h:t Private hias fited over the gangway into
Wels of the ship, and. the women, like
Ullin's daughter, are left lamenting.
acoepting the fact that they are sol-
or, wiyes, they have much to be greatful
the, Sympatby with and censideration for
om have been manifested in high quarters.
\likm'n married with leave and without leave
® hava ttre opton of quarters in barracks

die
il

while their husbands are going, or of being
sent home to their friends, and are to re
ceive sixpence a day allowance, and three-
pence for each child. ’

About noon there is a new sensation on
the dockyard jetty. The hundred and forty
volunteers whom the 79th have given to
the Black Watch, having arrived from
Aldershot by train, march on -toit with a
firm, springy tramp. From the teeming
dock of the great ship rises a fervent cheer,
4 Hurrah for Scotland '’ and the officers of
the Black Watch note with satisfaction that
the sister regiment has given it no *wast-
ers,” but 1ts very best men. Thereisan
other cheer when Sir Archibald Alison,
diatinguishable by bis sleeveless lefl arm, i
seén at the gangway. With him are Capt.
Russell, Lieut. Fitzgerald. and others of tho
Aldershot contingent. Behind them comes
a young gentleman in plain clothes, but he,
it seems, cannot pass. The sergennt sentry

blocks the way with, ¢ I beg your pardon,:

but my orders are to allow no civiliau to
to pass.” * But I'm no civilian," replied the
young gentleman, laughing. - You're ot
in uniform, sir,” persisted the inexorable
sentry, ‘* and my orders are striot.” *“I'm
a captain in the Rifle Brigade, and my
name’s Prince Arthur,” says the gentleman
in categorical sitisfaction of the honest ser—
geant, who on this presents no further ob-
stacle. The Prince his come down to see
the last of his equerry, Lieut. Fitzgerald,
and of his Aldershot friends. But the time
that the 79th are all on board, the dinner
bugle bas sounded, and Colonel Elliot pro-
eeeds to make his official "inspection ofP the
troop deck, accompanied by Prince Arthur,
the otficera of the regiment and some of the
ladies snd gentlemen who were on board.
Both ns regards messing and acoummoda-
tion. the well being of the troops has been
most carefully and successfully studied. lo-
morrow,morning, at eight o'clock, if present
arrangements hold good, the Sarmatian will
steam out of Portsmoutli Harbor, and her
speed is so great that she is expected to
make tho voyage to the Gold Cost in fifteen
days.

A GOOD OLD BOOK.

Tae OriGINAL RecorD oF WASHINGNON'S
Lirre HATOHET.

Few and pitiably ignorant must be those
citizens of the United States who have never
heard the story of George Washington and
his little hatchet. Yet we question whether,
out of the milions who have been familiar
from childhood with that pleasing anecdote.
there are more than n tew hundreds of this
generation who kuow to whom they are
indebted for commuuicating it to prosterity.
Hence it gives us more than common plea-
sure to beable to present the story to our
readers in the very words of the biographer
who first committed it to print, and. give
some scoount of his book, famous in its day
and not yet out of print, which has marks
and merits of its own that notably disting-
uished it from all otber books of its kind.
It Las no likeness in all the range of English
literature. It aould have been written by
no man that ever lived save its author. It
is all his own; and we do not hesitate to as—
sert that, in spite of the eccentricities of its
style, which aels all the established canous
of oriticism and rules of taste at utter de
fiance, it is the best book eyer written on
these shores to inspire the youhg with a
burning love for their country and a rever-

ence not to be shaken for the fathers who

cymprsead ita independence an 1 established
its free goverement. )

The capy of this book which lies bifore us
is an oll one, thumbed and dog-eared by
hands that were young when they turned
these faded pages, but which have long ago
gone to dust. We transcribe the title page
in full:

‘T'ne Lirg

OF
GEORGE WASIINGTON,
WITH
Cuorlous ANECDOTES
EquaiLy HovorasLe To HimeeLr axb Ex ;

EMPLARY To His Young COUNTRYMEN.
~ SgveNTd EbiTION, :
A life how useful to his country led!
How (;ov;d while living—how revereld, now
ead.
Lisp ! lisp ! his name ye children yet unborn,
And ‘;.:x"h like deeds your own great names
orn. .

By M. L. WEEMS,
ForMERLT RroTorR OF MOUNT VERNON PARIEH.

PHILADELPHIA :
PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR.
1808

Woe reget that we know little of the his-
tory of Mason L, Weems.. But we have met
aged persons who have seen him in the
flesh, and from these we have heard nothing
but praise. He was a brave, sincere, en-
thusiastic, honost clergyman—the enemy of
gambiing, intemperance, and the prevailing
vices of his day, against which he wrote
books that had great popularity; and he
was the outspoken but genial and winnin
ndvooate of virtue and religion, the warm
of his heart endearing him to people where-
ever he went and preparing them to give s
fond ear to his fervid appeals for trutb.
Above all, he was a patriot whose enthusi-
asm for the liberties of his country was the
master passion of hissoul. He was the pas-
tor of the old church at Pohick end the
friend of Wasbington, who attended his
Fresohing. and he was for many years a

amiliar visitor at Mount Vernon. His love
for Washington bordered on worship, and
when he came to write the life of his hero
his whole heart was thrown into the work,and
fancy and imagination, which held sway
over all the other faculties of his mind,were
not sparing of tinis to complete the por-
trait of the perfent man. Wa have been in*
formed that Mr. Weems lived to a great age,
but of the time and place of his death we
have no information. He had a son who
was a reputable member of Congress sixty
years ago, and that is all that we know of
his family. But he still lives, and we trust’
for the honor of his country he will always
live, in his book.

The opening of the first chapter of this
ourious volume is an admirable introduction
to what follows, presentin%jvn a single para-
graph a fair specimen of Weems’s original
wmethod of writing biography. We trans.
cribe it : . )

“ Ah, gentlemen,” exclaimed Bonaparie
—‘twas just as he was about to embark for
Egypt—some young Americans happening
at Toulon, and anxious to see the mighty
Corsican, had obtained the honour of an
intorluction to him. Scarcely were past the
customary salutstions when he eagerly
asked, * [ToWw fares your countryman, the
great Wushington 7"’ * [Io was very well,”
replied the youths, brightening at the
thought that they were the countirymen of
Washington, “he was very well, General,
when we left America.,” AR, gentlomen,”
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rejoined he, *Washington can neyer be
otherwise thon well, the measure of his
fame is full. Posterity shall talk of him
witl, reference us the founder of a great
empire when my name shall be lost in the
vortex of revolutions,’”” Who, then, that
has a spark of virtuous curiosity but must
wish to know the history of him whose name
could thus awaken the sigh even of Bona:
parte ?

Who ? surely enough.

This pertinehi aneadote, like many others
that enliven Parson Weem’s book, it is al-
mostneedless to say was the product of his
overflowing imagina'ion. «pd. #¢ ©'g admiverg

may argue, isno mre ‘- - -ieplesc
cause it is without fi e 0 1 Jack, s
an allegory or a paratte, «. owy ther fapel-
ful device for gettinga goul moral orf a

wholesome example squarely before the
reader’s mind. To this class of pleasing and
instructive inventions belongs the famous
hatchot story, which, without any delay, we
present in the original words of Weems :
When Geotge was about six years old he
was made the wealthy master of a batchet
of which, like most little boys, he was im-
moderately fond, und. was constantly going
about chopping everything that came in his
way. One day in the girden, ithore~he
often amused himself hacking his.- mother’s
peasticks; he unluckily tried the edge bf
his hatcliét'on ‘the body of a beautiful young
Eoglish 6herry tree, which he barked so
terribly that 1-don’t believe the tree aver
got the betteér of it; The next morning the
old gentleman, finuding oat what had be‘fall-
en his tree, which, by the by, was a great
favorite, oame into the house and with much
warmth asked' for the mischievous author,
declaring &4t the samé time that he would
not have taken five guines for his tree. - No-

body could tell him™ anything about it.:

Presently - George and his hatchet made
their appearance. * George,”' said his
father * do you know who killed that beauti:
ful little cheery tree yonder in the garden 7’
This was‘n tough guestion and George m¥
gered andet it fora moment, but quickly
recovered himself and, looking at his father
with the sweet face of youth brightened with
the inexpressible charm of all conquering
truth, he bravely eried out. ‘Ioan'ttell a
lie, Pa, you know L can’t tella lie: 1 did
cut it with my hatebet."” "¢ Run to my arms,
you dearest boy,’” cried his father, in tran.
sports, * run to my arms—glad am I, George,
that you ever killed: my tree, for y®u have
piid mo for it a thousand fold. " Such an
act of Lieroism fn my son-is morée worth than
a thousand trees though blossomed ‘with
silver and fruits of purest gold. .
Pusoon Weems had sieil!
little iiction shanad itself in his head thiit it
was destined to descend to posterity leaving

his most labored and eléquent passages in

oblivion, and be ground into the heaidsof
children in thé nurseryas a pigce of im*
mortal and instinctivé truth, -It-was in
flights like the following that his fancy
loved towoar. ''He is describing tho battle
of I'renton, and when he gets his hercon a
battle fisld his pen invariably’ rans away.
with him: - o N

The sun had just tipped with gold the
adjicent hills when snowy ‘Lrenton, with the
wide tented fields of the foe, hove in sjght,
Ty the yourg in armes this was 'an anful
scens, and nature callgd a short lived terror
1o their Learts;” Bnl pot ungeen of Washing-
ton was their fear, e marked thesudden
palenesy. of their, cheghks wlen first they
beheld the enemy, and quick, with halfstifl-
ed sighs, turned on him tbeir wistful look.
- .

ide-2 97y, Lhis’

As the big lion of Zara, cslling his brindled
sons to battle aganst the mighty rhinoceros,
if he mark their fAling manes and crouch-
ing to his side, instantly puts on al} hus
terrors ; his eyes roll in blood ; he shakes the
forest with his deepening roar, till kipdled
by their father's fire the maddening cubs
swell with answering rage and spring un-
daunted on the monster. Thus stately and
terrible rode. Columbia's fivst and greatest
son along the front of his halted troops.
This is the- way that Mr. Weems tﬁswght
Gen. Washington must have.looked when’
making an address to bis officers: ;
As he spoke Lis cheeks, naturally pale,
ware reddened over with virtue's pure

_wmition, while his eyes of cerulean blue

¢ kindled up with those indescribable
»+2:, which fancy lends to an angel orator
auimating poor mortals to the. sublime of
goodlike deeds. :

An aumusing instance of Weems’s way of
descending suddenly from the -sublimest
discursions of the imagination to the home-
liest illustrations of truth, is presented in
the following passage. After speaking of
his hero’s wonderful virtues as a husband,
friend, citizen, farmer, and master, he pro-
ceeds : - ,

But bis eulogists have ‘denied him these
the only scenes which belong to man the
great, and have tricked him up in the vile
drapery of maun the little. See ! there he
stands, with the port of Mars the destroyer,
dark frowning over the fields of war; the
lightning of Potter’s blade is by his side;
the deep-mouthed cannon is before him,.
disgorging 1ts flesh-muangling bells; his war
horse-paws with impatience . to bare him, a
sYeedy thunderbolt, agaiost the pale and
‘bleeding ranks of Britain, These are the
drawings usually given of Washington—
drawings masterly no doubt and perhaps
justly deseriptive of him in some scenes of
his life; but scenes they were -which I am
sute his soul abborred, and in which at any
rate'you see nothing of his private virtues.
These old-fashioned commodities are gan
erdHly thrown into the back ground of the
pioture and treated as the grandees at the
London and Paris route treat their good oid
aunt and grandmothers—huddling them
together into the rooms, there to wheeze
and cough by themselves, and not’' depress
the fine, laudanumraised spirits of the
young sparklers, ’ L ‘

The.following deseription of the reception

inEagland of the news of the French and

Indian war, in - which Washington followed
Braddock, and which was provoked by in-
Tursions of the French and English settle
ments, has no likeness to any. thing ese
‘that we have eveiseen in the range of our
little readings: .

" Swift as the broad winged packets could
gjn‘qms‘s the deep the news was carried to
.Jhgﬁ'z}nd, - Its offect there was like that of &
stone rudely -hurled against & nest ot hor.
‘nets.  Instantly, from centre t» circumfer-
‘giice, nll 'is rage awd bustle; the hive ve.
soupnds with the maddeniong ingects ; dark,-.

tumablitig from 'tBeir cells, they Spread the

hasty wing, and, shyill whizzing through the

“air, they rush to find' the foe. -Just so, in|

_the sea-ruling island; from quéen’s bouse to
ale house, from King to cockney, all were
fierce for fight. Eren thered-nosed porters,
where thisy net, bending undei their bur.:
dens, wouid stop full'butt in the streets to
talk of England’s wrongs, and as they talked
their fiery - suoats’ were seen to grow more
fiery s1i}l und more deform. 'Then throwing.
their picks to the ground snd leaping into

‘the attitude ‘of boxere, -with“sturdy arms!

across and rough black Jaws stretched out,

they bend forward to the fancied fight. The
frog-eating foe, in shirtless, ruffies and long,
| lank cue, seems to give ground ; then rising
,in their might, with fire striking eyes, and
foot, with kick and cuff and many a hearty
curse, they show the giggling crowd how,
dama’em, they would thump .the French.
The news was braught to Britain’s King just
gs he had despatched his pudding and sat
right royally amusing himself with a slice
of Gloucester and a nip. of ale. From the lips
of the: King down fell the .luckless cheese,
alas! Not graced to comfort the stomach
of the {Lord’s anointed while crowned with
SNOWYy- form,' his nut brown ale stood un*
tasted by his plate. Suddenly, as he bheard
the news, the monarh darkened in his place
and answering darkness shrouded all his
oourt. Insilence he rolled his eyes of fira
on the floor and twirled his terrible thumps
—bis pages shrunk from his presence, for
who could stand before the King of thunder-
ing ships when wrath,in gleams of lightning,
flashed from his dark red eyes. Starting at
length, as from a trance, he awallowed bis
ale, then, clenching his fist, he gave tho
table & tretnendous knock and cursed the
wooden-shoed nation by hbis God. Swift
as he cursed the dogs. qf war bounded from
their kennels, keen for the chase, and
enuffing the blood of Frenchmen on eyery
gale, they raised a howl of death which
.reached these peaceful shores.

We have space for but one more salection

8 desoription or the deathbed of Washing-
‘ton, conceived in his finest vein, he.gives the

+ departure of his hero’s :spirt ta the other
! world : S e [
| Swift, on angle’s wings,-the brighitening
saint ascended while voices ‘more than hu<

great procession toward the gates of heav-
en. His glorious coming was: seen afar off.
and myriads
forth,. with gpblden harps, 10 welsome the
bhonored stranger.
shouting hosts weroe seen. tha beauteous
forms of - Franklin, Warren, Morcer, Seam-
mel, and.bim who fell at Quebeq, with. all
the virtuous patriots who, on the side of
Columbia, toiled or bled for liberty and
truth. But ho!l how changed from what
they were.shen, in their duys of flesh, bath-

homeliest infant suddenly spring into a soul-

" enchanting hebe—not .dreary: winter sud- -

denly brightening iuto spring, with all her
bloom and fragranes ravisbing the senses,
could equai su:l
‘where- are u.i/ tiwiv wrinkles and gray
hairs? Where their ghustly wounds and
clotted blood ? 'I'beir fcrms are of the sta -

ture of angles, their robes like morning .

' clouds streaked with. gold, the stars of heav
en ‘'1iks crowns glitter on their heads, im-

raortal youth, celestinl rosy red, sits bloom~ -
while jdfinite benignity

[ing ot lheir cheels,
and fove beam from their eyes. Such were
the fovms of thesons, U Columbia | Such the
brother bund of thy martyred - sainta that
now poured forth from heaven's wide open
ed gates to meet their beloved chief who ia
the days of his. moriality  bad led. their em-
batiled squadrons .10 the (wanr.
‘him ¢ven these blessed mpirits seem {0 feel

bright. -fn joyous thirongs they pour areund
bim ; Lhey devour him with their eyes of

derness unutternble; - while from theirewre-
scate choeks tears of joy such as angles

from the book of this patriot parson. - After ..

following oharacteristic acoownt of the .

man were heard (in fancy’s ear) warbling -
through the happy regions and hymning the

ed in sweat.and blood, they fell.at the pan- .
ent feet of their weaping country. Notthe

alorious. change. Ohl’

of mighty angles’ hastened -
High: in front of the =

Absight of
new raptures and to look more dazlingly . -

‘love; they embrace him in transports of ten- -
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weep roll down  All that followed was too
much for the dazled eyo of mnigination
Sho was soen to return with the quick-pant
ing bosom an !l looks entranced of a fund
mother near swooniug at sudden sight of a
dear loved son, deemed lost, but now found
and raised to kingly honors.  Slie was heard
d passionately to exclaim, with palws aud oyes
I fteld to heaven, ** Ol wlo can count the
B staes of Jacob or number the fourth part
4 of the Tlessings of Israel? Lot mo die tho
B death of Washington audmay my lutter end
B bo lik- his !’

It may lend a ldittonal interost to the ook
B 10 set down the ciretmstances that Mr, Lin
N coln, in the dnys of Lis poverty striclen
B yvouth, borrowed Wuetis's Lilo of Waslungton
B and devoured it eagerly as all buys da; but
¥ having loft it exposed to tlie 1ain, where it
g beotmn utteily spoiled, lie palled corn for
M three dnys to pay the owner fui ita luss.— N
g V' Sun

tHE

-

ASHANIEE WAR.

Carraty Grovew's Excumtion.

B Itappears from tho Iatest news fiom the
¥ neighborhood of the River Volta, that Cap-
tain Glover has now in csmp on the banks
of tho tiver about 1,200 Houssas and it was
§ cxpected thit Ywefara the end of Novembor
he wouid have an vddinanal foree 'of 30,000
woll armed native auxthiaries «Uins disposal,
j His first business will bo to denl with the
g Awoonlahs and Agquamoos, two tribes who
aro ancient allies of the King of Ashantee,
8 baving within tne last twelve months sup-
§ plied that monarch with large quantities ot
ammunition and salt. The expedition is
| encamped on the western bank of tne Voly,
at u place called Jenzenna. A carrespord-
§ ent, commenting on Captain Glover's plans
g ~nd tactics, says that lis Excellency, from
g former experience, is well acquainted with
the “ms and outs" iiterally of tho Volts,
and figuratively of the disposition, character,
g vl tricks’ of the Awoonlahs, n tribe in-
j Lubiting tho eastern bauks of the river.who,
j for twenty yeers past, have, bLeen the cause
g +" mneh trouble to the British Government,

B xoel for the last five years been undisguised

allies of the Ashantees. Tho sovereiguty

¥ over these tribes wae banded over to the
B Lnglish Government by the Danes in 1856,
when the lutter handed over theirothor pos

§sessions on the coast to the English. The

fUanes obinined their sovereigniy over the

Awsonlilis Ly conquest. To kaow Cap-

Frun Glover's character is to Le well as-
Bsured ol the success of his plans.  His

subordnates aro treated by him with unvary
j g kinduess; but he nevertheless demands
J sud receives prompt aud cheerful obedi-
ence 10 his orders, The next fortnight
will undoubtedly open the “Glover ox-
g pedition’ on the Volta, and s important
# bearing on the future welfaro of these
B districts cannot ke too kighly estimated.
fing Tuckee of Acera hus started for the
H cuup, and will be joined in less than a weok
ly trom 12,000 to 15,000 of Lis followers.
! The Kreepees,Kroboes, anid n portion of the
Aquapims, to the number of 17,000 mon, are
aready in the field; so that in less than ten
days Captain Glover will buve at his disposal
00 less than 30,000 naus e s Cliaries, well
arted and equipped and cager v tullow Inm
B —the Kreopees cspecially, Luining to take
vengeance for the disastrous ruin crused
W their countiy by the Awoonlahs, Ashan-
tees, and Aquamoos in 1868, 1869, an.l 1870.
j This foreo is irrespective of 1,500 Houssas
and Lagos people, also cncamoped at the
Volty, and somo 8,000 auxiliary Agotims to

THE VUOLUNTEER REVIEW,

41

tho north east of Awoonlalh, Thero is not
the shadoswv of a doubt that 1fthe Awoonlahs.
as it is rumourod they will, attempt to pun-
der thoe exacution of any of C:t})tmn Glover's
plans, a vory speedy nccount of them will be
rendercd by that ofticer.

—_— e - — -

THE ROYAL MARRIAGE,
Tue Dure or FEuixsyrant Wkps TiHe GRaxD
Duoniss Manis,

8t. Petersburgh, 23rd. —Tho marrage of
the Puke of Edinburgh to the Ueand Duch
oss Matio was solemuized ot one o'clock this
afternvon.  Tho day hus been observed as
u holiday, wiid since ouly twoimng when
silates wero firad, the streets aro crowdod
with people, the lestivativs tn celebration of
tho avent, will continue several days, Ihe
cily is guiy decorated, aund 1t will bo 1l
uminated to nght, Saturday amd Sunday
nights. On Monday o grand uulitary re.
view will tauke place in {rout of the winter
palace.  The troups paruaipatmg will con
sist of foity ono Battalons of Inlantry,
thirty reven eyuadrons of Cavaliy and an
artillmy force 140 guaos. Waither dehght
ful and sleighing splendil.

Throughout the entitv countiy thoe bells
are ringing m houur of the nuplinis and
marriage, sorvices are bLeing celebrated
the English Church.

Tus Day 1N Loxpox.

Loandon, 23rd. —Flags aro desplayed from
all public aud mauny private buldings, ic
honor of the marringe of the Duko of Elin
burgh. ‘Thd residence of the Prince of Wales,
at Sandringham,and other buildings occupi.
ed by the Royal Fnuuly are profusely de
corated with bunting.

R
. UNITED STATES

A Bt. Louis despateh says that Sage & Co,
representing themselves ns a brauch of an
extepsivo Detroit house of the same name,
have nbsconded, after swindling extensivoly.
Ono bank advanced them five hundred on
warchouse receipt for two hundred bar
rels of whickey, The barrels proved to be
filled with watar. Tho cxact awmount they
realized is not known.

A despateh from Havany, 17th lost,, viz,,
Key West and Washington, snys the Span
iards under Esponda,numbering six bundred
and fiflty, met eighteen hundred insurgents
at Los Meloles, and after a fight of six and
a half hours, the Spaniards vetired witha
loss of fifty four wounded.

Trivato Cuban advices rep rt that Esponda
had 1200 men. only 250 of whom escaped
death wounds or capture. The Cubans re-
gard this as a great victory for thom. Itis
somi-officially reported that preparations are
being concluded for & draft of twenty thous-
and men (o suppress thie insurrection. They
will le conscripted from Cubans and negroes
who are to be freed. The majority ‘of the
conscripts being Cuban sympathizers, the
proposed measuro is regarded as absurd, A
forced loan of thirty millions is disagroe:
able to all nativesand foreigners. The
Iatter pay because their business depends
thereon.

As the United States man-of war, Worces-
{er, sriled from Havann on tho 15th inst.,
with the band playing, the rabble congregat-
ed on the wharf and hissed as she passed,
dipping her flag to Morrocastle and tho
Spanish war vessels.

Tug Dnperial Parlinment hns boon dis-
solved,—the writs issued for n general
Eleotion,—nnd the new Iouso summond to
meot on tho 5th March. Mr, GLapsroxe ex-
plaing his reasons for this stop in his address
to the eclectors of Greenwich, as follows:—

**’That, sinco tho defont of the Government
upon the Irish 1ligher EdiJcation question by
tho concurrent efforts of the leader of the
Opposition and the Catholie prelacy of Iro-
land, tho Government has not beon possess:
od of gufliciont nuthority to carry out great
logi>lativ o mensuros. Its experience, durin
the recess of Parliament, has not indxcatos
that any improvementin its position was pro-
bable, The chief of tbe Opposition having re-
fused to accept oflico on tho occasion of that
defeat of the Government, and the Cabinet
foeling that they bave noj the support which
every Ministry ought to enjoy, an appealto
tho people is the proper remedy for such a
state of things. The advantage of a dissolu-
tion ut tho prosent moment is that tho esti-
nules ateso far advanced that the Govera-
pient is ablo to promise a surplus of five
millions sterling, with whioch it intends to
nbolish the Income Tax, and to roliove
Local Taxation. Among the mnatters likely
to cowe beforo Purliament are tho readjust:
ment of tho Educationsl Act, the improve*
ment of the Local Government, and of the
Land, Game and Liquor lawa. ‘The address
promises a large measure of relief from
duties on articles entering into general con*
sumption, and expresses a hope for the
speedy assimilatien of the County with the
Borough Franchisv. * )

Wo learn por special telogram that three
regiments of British troops have been or*
dered to be beld in readiness for departure
to Canada. The cities in which they are to
be quartered has not yet been decided. Our
correspondent further telegraphs that this
intelligonce is in @very way reliable; 1n g0
far as the present intentions of the Home
Government are concerned.-—Cilizen.

We regret to hiave to apnounce the death
of J. B. Lews, Esq., Q.C., one of the Candi
dates for the representation of Ottawain the
House of Commons, whi~b melancholy event
took place on Saturday evening, We learn
tho immedinte cause of death was inflamma
tion of the bowels. His death hascasta
gloom over the whole cily, for he was uni-
versally respected, and doubtless would
sgain be re-elected as one of its representa-
tives.

A special despatch from Greensboro’,
N,C., gives additional particulars of the
death of the Simese Twins. Last Saturday
one of the {wins' sons, who slept ¢n the,
stairs, heard a cry of alarm, and went to the
twins' sloeping room. Eng was found great:
ly excited, his brother Chang having died
during the night. He grew gradually
worse, remarking, “Isuppose T must die
too.”” In two hours he expired. The
family physician and other medical men,
after the death of the tyjns, desired to cnt
the ligament tbat bound them to examine it
in the interest of science, but they were not
altowed to, It is believed, however, that the
relatives may be prevaileX upon to permit
an examination,
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« Unbribed, unbought, our swords we draw,
To guard the Monarch, fence the Law.”

OUTAWA, TUKESDAY, JAN. 217, 1874,

To CorrasroNpeNTs,—Letters addressed io
either the Editor.or Publisher, as well as

Communicrtions intended for publication, |

must, ipt . e greprid (‘orrespon
dents . +.in miua et one end
ol the ervelcis would be left open, and

at the-corner the words ‘ Printer’s copy ’

vritten and » two or five cent stamp (ac-

cording to the weight of the communica.
tion) plroed thereon will pay the postage
E——

Tae City of Ottawa is-the Capital of the
Dominion of Canada ; it has for ils popula
tion ae fair & proportion of individuals whose
martial instincts and pamohsm xmpel them
to discharge the first duty ‘every man owes
to the State, by qualifying thémselves for
military service, as every other city on this
continent, and while they have always dis-
played commendable energy and®  eagerness
in tims of danger, and their services were
warmly s acknowledued yet the civic autho.
rities and the good citizens generally repaid
those services by any amount of tall talk
alone, carefully avoiding any tanglble evi:
dence of ﬁlelr gram:ude. o

We do not aet,up for mlmcxpal reformera
nor is it our desire to meddle with matters
out of the Jipe of duty, but the Volunteer
Foros of tﬁe'Clty of Ottawa deserve at least

some recoghition of their services beyond
that which affords the local orators an op
portunity to exhibit their rhetorical powers;
and we would suggest that the great want
of the force is a drill shed or building which
may be applied to that purposeor any other
which would be necessary. _

It i3 well known that the city does not
possez: a single public edifice in which a
promenade concert could be given—and it
agues little for the spirit that pervades its
people to find that on eyery occasion when
a citizens’ ball.or other public demonstira-
tion requires it, recourse must be had to
structures most inappropriate in position
and design for the purpose.

Now, a well designed public building
could be erected on Cartier Square capable
of affording accommodation to theVolunteer
Foroe of all arms as a drill shed and armory,
and at the same time have sufficient space
for concert rooms or any other public pur-
pose.

The Township of Nepean adjoining the cily
has erected a most tasteful and commodions
drill shed for the company of the 43rd bats
talion, and it is used for agricuttural exhibi-
tions as well as other purposes ; would it
not be possible for the city to follow so good
an example, and by an expenditure com-
mensurate with its position and preten
sions, upply a remedy to the present rather
disgraceful state of affairs ? An expenditure

-of fifteen or twenty thousand dollars should

provide an ample drill shed and armory
with an upper story capable of being used
as a ooneert or assembly room.

This is a chance for some of the city fa-
thers to immortalize themselves, and cven
the gratittdo of the public.

Wa have to acknowledge the receipt from
Mr. T.D. Spriavax,late 56 thRegt.,Literarian
and Assistant Secretary to ‘‘The Royal
United Institution,’’ of » pamphlet * On
Colonial Defence,”” by Captain J. C. R.
CoLoms, late R.M.A., read before the Royal
Colonial Institute on 28th June, 1870, which
we deem of sufficient value toreprint for the
benefit of our readers, because it contains
not only.vast amount of sound military
strategy as applied to a subject considered
almost without the pale of that science, but
clear logical deductions which points unmis.
takeably to the political aswell practical ne-
ocessity which exists for the application of
the Federal principle to the dependencies of
the Empire.

The strategy of defence as applied to its
outlying and isolated dependencies is trented
with the oconfidence of a master hind, and
the total ignoramce of the principles on
whioh it is based as manifested by the
British Government illustrated,by incidents
in the career of Admiral SexmEs and the
Alabama, stewing how England paid three
millions sterling; not because of the damage
done by that bold cruiser, but booause Mr.

WELLES, the United States Sccretary of the
Navy, was utlerly ignorant of military
strategy.

We quite agree with tho gallant lecturer
that o Federation of the Empireis a necessi-
ty—that a Federal fleet and a Federal arny
are .uirements of ‘the day, and that the
defe::ne f Great Britain as well as of its
mos? irsignificant dependency is incomplete
without it. We are also certain that the
colonies are prepared to pay their share of
the cost as well as tu bear their share of the
burthens, as far as Canada is concerned no
difGeulty would be found in applying any
portion of her army to Imperial purposes if
necessity required, nor would she be wholly
defenceless as far as naval power is concern-
ed ; one of her people (Sir Huea ALLaN)
controuls the largest and finest line ot Ocean
Steamships possessed by any company in
the worlid—vessels that would realize thae
gallant captain’s idea of efficient ocean
cruisers in the amplest sense of the term,
With all those advantages we still require
political consideration and the infusion into
the councils of the Empire, an element that
will always enlarge the politicul idea and
teach the English people that its defence
means something more than the ¢ hedge
rows'’ of the United Kingdom. Speaking for
ourselves we want the recognition of the
principlo that there is no difference in the
Imperial policy between Lhe County of Mid-
dlesex in England and the County of Mid-
dlesex in the Dominion of Candda. Captain
CoLons has formulated that idea,conclusives
ly shows how it can be carriel out, and we
leave his'valuable paper to our readers with
the assurance that it will meet their approval
and be worthy their atteution,

Our issue of the 13th inst., contained a
communication from our respected,tilented
aud gallant correspoudent, Centurion,review.
ing Lieutenant Colonel Frercuer's able
¢ Memorandum on the Militia System of
Canadw'"—tho object which the latter gallant
olicer appears to have proposed to himself
of provoking discussion ou this most inter-
esting of all subjects has been fully attained,
for we question if there is any ofticer in the
force more capible of giving an opinion on
the working of the Militia Law than Centu-
rion. or wlio would bring to bear on its prac.
ticul appreciation to our social system, a
greater wmount of expression and practical
knowledge. It isevident that the working
of a system of such an anomalous character
mast bo attended with great practical
difficuliy— the problem now before the coun-
try appears to be the best method of main-
taining the efficiency of the volunte-r force,
As our correspondent has shown most con-
olusively that the system on which it is
based - voluntuntaryj service—is not only
the one hest suited to our social condition—
but the one best calculated to bring the
military element amongst our people to
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the front.” We are no believers in vital
‘organic changes—the * Militia Law,’” was
well devised,” and only in matters of detail
have any errors of magnitude been devel-
oped ; we therefors concar with Cenfurion
in the propriety of a commission composed
of officers of the force, with power to ex-
amimine those acquainted with the practi-
cal working of the :system, and report ou
such parts of it as need revision, and there
could be hardly a more competent person
than himself to conduct such inquiry.

We have always advocated such addilions
to the *¢ Militia Law,” as would relieve the
officers from expenses now incurred in
keeping up the strength of the corps—the
change of arms, clothing nnd store. On the
one hand this should not affect tho respon-
sibility undertaken when the corps were
first recruited, tha$ of keeping up its nume.

. rical steength; on the other hand, no ex-
pense should be incurred by the individual ;
now as it is manifestly impossible to enforoe
the hallot as well as impolitic and undesira
ble, the real difficulty to be encounte: ed is
that arising from want of inducement to
the rank and file, as Centurion puts it, $1.50
10 $2.50 perfday will not be sacrificed for a
paltry 50 cents with the privilege of playing
at soldiers for a week or two,

Any project having increased efficiency in
view must seek it in throwing on the muni-
cipalities the expense of maintaining their
volunteer contingents in a proper state,both
as regards numerical strength and equip-
ment.

Itis a fact that the people of Canada are
more lightly taxed than the people of any
other country, and this is especially true as
regards rural municipalities; it would follow
that a revision of the “Militia Law” should
look to that source as available for the in-

_creased expenditure, which as a matter of
fact must be incurred ; putting the question
of the cities aside, it is possible to suppose
that each county in the Dominion should
supply a battalion of from six, eight, or ten
companies according to population; that
during the period of annual drill that the
Government should pay each soldir 75
cents per diem and rations, and the munci-
pality a like sum, so that the individual
should incurr no loes. In this case it would
be supposed that the officers would give
their services for a like sum as their circum-
stances would be presumed to be rather
better than those of the rank and file, but
provision should be made for the pay of
their rank if such was required. The muni-
cipalities should provide all drill sheds, ar-
mories, and propericustodians of the public
Property confided to the volunteer, whose
officers should be relieved of all responsi-
bility for the same the moment the last
Parade was dismissed,

Service in the city corps should b one of
the conditions of citizenship and ought to be
exacted from every ‘man physically capa-

ble of renderingit. A well devised system of
organization would add materially to the se
curity of life and property,lessen the cost of
a local police force, and be attended with
many advantages. City corps, as a general
rule should only be moved from their locali-
ties in cases of great emergenocy and while it
would be most desirable to leaye it in the
power of the Executive to use the Canadian
troops for ] mperial or other purposes abroad
or at home,it would be well to establish the
rule that for mere local purposes such as
annual drills or manceuvres, it would be
best to leave the city contingents undisturb
ed. The reasons are sufficiently obvious, at
certain periods of the year agricultural pur-
suits admit of the withdrawal of a portion of
the people engaged therein without dotri-
ment, & phase which commercial or manu-
facturing industries do not present. Some
adjustment of this description sketched out
iz a necessity of the period, for we are con-
vinced that the military spirit of the people
needs no stimulant beyond fair and liberal
treatment. Colonel FLErcazr deserves the
thanks of the community for raising this
question.

Tre recent complication belween Spain
and the United Statee arising out of the
capture of the piratical steam vessel the
Virginius, and the execution of some of the
marauders on board, do not redound to the
honor of the latter country. The readiness to
claim all vessels flying the flag of theUnion,
as well as every waif that takes shelter be-
neath its folds, a special object of maternal
protection and regard, has led to some dwk-
ward results; in the present case, nided to
somo extent by the unfortunate social con-
dion of Spain, but principally because she
reckoned on the assistance of Groat Britain,
the United States succeeded in wringing a
rpluctant assent to the surrender of the pi-

ratical vessel and the remainder of her crew
from theSpanish revelutionary government,

under a pledge that the whole cuse should

be adjudicated upon as the Spaniards say,
by outside arbitrators; but Mr. amiLrow
Fism, with tho ready mental reservations for
which he is 80 remarkable, declares it was
intended to be tried by the law officers of the
United States,in other words,that power was
to be principal, judge and jury in her own
case—well it was submitted. The States’ At-
torney General (and was Chief Justice) de~
clarered that the vessel was a pirate, had no
claim to ocarry thejUnion States’ flag, and
consequently Mr. Hamirroy Fisr would be
obliged to restore her and her surviving
crew to Spain,in whose affairs he had 80 un-
warrantably meddled. As he quibbleq

gbout the arbitration so he resolved (in or-|

der to please the people we suppose) to
cheat even justice, he liberated the prison-
ets without any inquiry as to their acts and
contrary te the stipulation, and it has been
asserted he contrived to sink the Virginius
on her passage toNewYork for adjudication,

the latter action is only asserted, but as it
occurred with the Florida,n vessed the Uni-
tedStates was compeiled Lo restore to Brazil,
the presumption is that the assertion is sub-
stantially correct. Asa mattor of course the
Spanish people, especially the Cubans, are
furious at the manner with which solemn
engagements have been broken, justice
over-ridden, and bullyism displayed by & .
contemptible foe. The followinyg paragraph
shews clearly what is thought of the honor
of the United States. It is from the Vose
du Populosa and dated Havanna, D-cember
30th, ,

“ We did not expect anything else from
tne American Government. It Las acted
with the Virginius the same as it did with the
Florida, in order not o be compelled to re-
turn that steamer to Brazjl. Such nolility”
corresponds with the course of those who
are patrcnizing the Cuban ass:ssins and in-
cendiaric. - - their enterprise. his will not
exempt i m from payicg the full value of
the Virgin s, she being a priz+ of the Tor~
nada, or from giving ample satisfaction and
paying proper damage t0S)uin tor the great
injury America has inflicted in Lreaking its
treaty stipulation scandalously in permitting
the enlistment of men after such enlisment
bhad been advertised in the joutn:ils, and
protecting such men, when oice out of the
country with their fligs and vessels of war
upon the high seas and in foreign ports,
thereby making themselves the accomplices
of assassins and incendiaries. If the weak:
tiess or fickleness of Castelar, not of Spain,
delivered to them the Virginius, the bad
faith of the Americon Government buried
the pirate ship in the bottom of the sex as it
did the coal barge at the mouth of the dry
dock in the Brooklyn nayy yard, to prevent
the departure of the Arapiles, which they
feared so much. With gsuch deeds they will
gain everythibg except honor, and they will
transmit to the pages of history that. which,
instead of being their glory, will cause their
descendants to blush ior having had such’
illustrious ancestors. It is useless to {ry to
gather pears from elms, What Grant,
Sickles,and the rest of the crew can produce,
has already been fully demonstrated. For the
great wrongs of the Spanish nution, terrible
punishment 18 reserved.”

““The Diario ssys:—* Punic faith and
American justice will appear closely united
in history ; enjoying some unenviable cele-
brity. Punic faith was seveaely condemned
by all ancient peoples. American justice
will merit the name of iniquity among the
moderns. TheDiarioreferring tothe libera.
tion of the Virginius prisoners, says the
word infamy rises to our lips, and is appli-
cable (o the conduct of the American
Government officials. The liberation of
theso prisoners makes it appear as though .
they were innocent. We can only answer
that American justice is iniquity and perfidy.
This i3 the judgment which the signers of
the Washington protocol reseryed. ‘Fhis
judgment is a bloody farce, committed
against Spain before the eyes of humanity.
When an American war vessel took a con-
federate cruiser from Brazil the act was de-
clared a violation of the rights of the latter
government, and the return of the cruiser
ordered. ' The Americans sink her to avoid
complying with the duty ef returning her.
We were told that Spain insisted upon the
return of the Virginius ; now we learn of its
loss.” We believe the motive of the United
States for its action towards Spain is the

same a8 towards Brazil; we beliove, and we

L ]
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cannot dotless thanjcall thefact a low fraud.
The Madrid government wasifully justified
in its demand for the return of the steamer
and prisoners, and it is now their unavoid-
able duly o demand the delivery jof the
latter,jturnjthem over,to theirjcaptors, and
full satsfaction for the fraud employed.
Weakness made us ridiculous, and only
firmness ean place us ina position that befits
us. The Spaniards in Cuba protest against
such ipiquitous manceuvres in an interview
with Captals General Jouveller. Thelatter
stated that newspapers gave their opinions.
The Government neither inspires nor .is
responsible for the articles they print. The
Government acts independently and accord-
ing to circumstances. It does not follow
that because articles pass the censure of the
press that they reflect the opinions of Capt.
General Jouvellar, who denies having seen

them.

That portion of the English Press which
distinguiabed itself by loudly abetting the
action of the Washinglon Cabinet must find
themselves in an ugly position; it is evident
their virtuous indignation was not warrant—
ed by facts, and that they presumed to pass
in judgment on matters of which they
literally knew nothing; and backed by their
influence the over bearing bullyism¢f the
people of the United States in order to ad-
vance the projects of unscrupulous politis
cians.

Throughou' the whole of the transaction
the course of the United States has bgen
marked by falsehood. Before the capture of
the Virginius the}Spanish frigate Arapiles
sought the aid jof the United States Navy
Yard at Brooklyn in order to effect some
repairs, when just ready for sean coal barge
was smnk conveniently across the gate of
dock, and she was virtually detained as a
prisoner by a friendly power, under pretence
of an ncoident the reabreason being that
alone ; there was no vessel in the United
States Navy capable of resistlng her. The
fallowing version of the transaction is taken
from theUnited States Army and Navy Jour-
pal of 13th December, but the master of the
barge says she was taken forcible possession
of by the United States naval officers, that
he was turned out of her with his crew,were
not allowed to remove their property, and
the next thing he heard was that the barge
was sunk in front of the dock gates, he
also states that he was paid the full value
of property los jby the dockyard authorities,
Our contemporary,however, makes the best
of a bad business, as the paragraph alluded
to will shew :—~ =

# On the Torning of Decomber 6. about
one o'cleck, a coal barge, laden with some
200 or 300 tons of coal sunk near the gate
of the dry dock at the Brooklyn Navy-yard,
completely obstructing the opening of the
dock. It appears that the barge arrived at
the yard late on the previous evenng and was
moored near the dry dock gate and must
have struck a ledge which projects dbout
four feet beyond the stone work of the dock.
This ledge has caused similar’accidents as
many as Tour times before the coal barge

Upland was sunk. In 1865 one of cur iron-
clads was found in the middle of the night

tially submerge ler deck, one side ol her
resting on the ledge. In constructing.the
dry dock at this yard piles were driven for|
the stone work {0 rest upon.  An outside.
planking was placad against the piles and.
broken stone and ecoment were used to fll in,
and make the work stronger and more dura:
ble. This extending boyond the dock proper
has caused the acccident referred to. heac-
cident happening at this particular time,and
when {he Spanish iron-clad frigate Arapilés:
was ready to leave the dock,alter completing
her repairs, have given risc to many conjec
tures, and absurd statements havo been
made by tho daily press. it certainly is
very aggravating to the Spanish cfficers,
hiowever it may have occurred. The sunken
barge was examined by divers December 10,
and .as soon s practicable -she will be
raised.”

The whole wransiction is a mizerable res
cord of bad faith,want of nationzal honor and
pusilainmity, which looks badly on the page
of history of the present or future for the
nation that permits such an outrage on
honesty.

Tuz following article which is extracted
from the Voluntcer News of 26th Novembers
opens a very iulcresting problem to our
amateur riflemen, The value of the weapon
altogether, not on its own’excellence,but on
that of the cartridge fired from it; thero-
fore it is necessary to have those manufac-
tured with extreme care for as the experi
ments shews a single defection one may
render the weapon useless We shiould like
to have the opinions of some of our reader
experts on this subject ; it-is not by any
means a new development.

An article on the subject of tho Mauser
rifle; and which is the best rifle, has appear-~
ed in the Russian military periodiepkL’ Oron:
jeik Sborninip, or * Review of Long-range
Firearms, under the title, *‘Actual State of
Msanufacture of Firearms in Englani, Bel-
giam, Prussia, and Austria,”’ and. contains
some excellent remarks: It is from the pen
of an officer of high rank. who Lus been su-
perintending some searching experiments
with regard to the question of long range
dmall arms.  We take the following from
it :—"

¢t The Prussians whilst acknowleding that
the needle-gun has had its day, besitate:l to
give large orders for the Mauser rifle. = In
this they have shewn circumspection ; and
the indecision proves that they havo not
perfect faith in these results which by other
Powers are considered as decisive, results
from which it appears that each believes
that the problem has been salved to his own
advaptage. It is actmally stited that atten
tion is at present being paid to improving
the Mauser system, that the 1mperfections
of this arm are being remedied. In whatdo
those alterations consist 2. It would be difl-
cult to point out, as they are being carried
out with tho greatest secresy. " 'the result of
all this is that we cannot say what will be
the pattern aciually adopted, and af it w.m
present auny featyre qu;ﬁve., gquliar to it dis-
tinguishing it completely from’ those which.
other Powers have adoptedinto their ser-
vice. : . .

«In our opiniomibe Mauser system com-
prises’ the - two. systems, Chasscpot and
Berdan No. 2 Tho time actually required
for loading is nearly the same as that for
the needle-gun, an advantage te which the

koeled over o much on Qug side as to pary

.regard to it.
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Prussians atlach great importande, because
it will consequently be unnecessary to teach
the men a new leading drill. Moreover,
the whoie of the mechanism in the Mauser
system can be taken to pieces without any
tools being required; a gréat advantage -
and one which until now has alone been
peculiar to the Prussian needle gun. -We
have not seen the new cartridge, but as far
as we can judge from what has been told us,
it is very similiar to our Berdan cartridge,
but it has been reslly said that it is the
Basariun Werder cartridge which has been
adopted. '

‘ Nowadays, when those persons who are
interested in the wepons with which troops
are armed, mest together; they are pretty
sure to ask. * Which do you consider to be
tho bestrifle?” It appears to me that all
discussions on this subject are now evident
proof that no determination has yet been’
arrived at as to whether a large or small
bore is preferable for a weapon which fires

3

-rapidly, apparently because this question -

has been argued out to such an extent that
no doubt can any longer be entertained with
In the same way the problem
which consisted in deciding whether the bar-
rels should be of steel or iron has been
solved; ten years ago it was a point
whigh gave rise to much controversy. As
for us, after numbers of experiments carried
with arms made on different patterns, firing
metal cartridges, adopted by the various
Powers are equally good, if the cartridges
are good, and equally bad when the cart-

ridges are bad. " .

- **This conclusion might apnear strange to
many people, and yet there is nothingin it
which is not. perfectly natural. In’ fact
every one ought to know that:whers ‘the-
rifle is of that pattern with which metal cart-
ridges are to be used, paper cartridges can~
not possibly be fired from it, We may ask :
why. Because this pattern is not constructed .
in such a manner as to hermetically.close,
the breech by means of the mechanism, the
paper cartridge likewjse cannot be expected
todo it, from whence it résults: that if the
cartridges eplit, that is to say when they

“are bad, we may say that none of the pat-

terns which have been adopted would stangd |
continuous firing. ' ' '

# According to our views thei'e is no
reason to go into the question asto thisor
that part of the breech apparatus getting

out of order, in order to determine “apon:: :

the value of such ‘and such a pattern, We
are perfectly convinced that it ig possible by
splitting the cartridge up and inserting it
in a particular ranner to make everyone of
the different patterns adopted in the service
unserviseable.
doubt in this, respect. We believe that to
osviate this inconvenience attention must
be. paid more to the manufacture of the

.cartridge than to the construction of therifle.

This was the answer which I alwuys made:

when the question of the best pattern of rifle .. .

was p:oot:;d, and the majorty were of .my
opinion. Ind certain small-arm manafac-

tury, however, I encountered & strobg op* ‘s’

position ; I was told that the pattern shown

10 me was one which it would be impossible . -

to injure or render unserviceable, and I was
pressed to put it to the test. To deciine
this invifstion would have been’to acknow-
ledge that my allegations bad.no foundation, -
consequently it was necessary to put them ..
to the proof. L ’ ’

.41 was asked to explain the
method of proceeding. I requested thata
cut should be madein the edge of one
cartridge, and one along the socket ofa

We have not the slightest . |

detailof my ..
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second one. Iinserted the first one and
fired, then the second one ; no particular re-
sult ensued. It would have been most
twoortifying to' have succumbed. I said to
myself, ‘Are my assertions to be looked
upon a8 nonsense? in which casa these
strangers will have good cause for laughing
at me.” 1t would not do to hesitate, as I
took a file, made an inclsion in an cartridge,
and fired. A slight flish escaped from the
breech. The inventor, who was present
during this experimaat, on observing this
explosion (the others not having observed
it), convinced that everything was right,
suggested.that I should open the breech
mechanism. 1tried to do so, but it wounld
‘not open;in my turn, I begged the assist-
ants to try to open it; they succeeded, but
only by the united strength of two persons.
The interior was covered by athick bed of
ucales. 1 was told that the difficulty which
had been experienced in opening the breech
lock was due to this fouling, and not to any
injury sustained by the breech mecbanism.
To settle this question, I requested that the
mechanism might be cleaned. On taking it
out, it was evident that the difflculty above
mentioned was not due to the fouling, but
to the fact that the pivot on which tig
breech closing apparatus turns was greatly
bent; most probably the mechanism would
have been blown out had a secondshot been
tired. With regard to that, I was told that
the injury to the pivot was of no consegu-
ence and that the rifle could be fired with*
out it. I o prove this, two shots were fired
by hand ; but each time when I asked the
man who fired if be would be willipg to tire
again, but with a notched cartridge, he dis-
tinctly declined. ¢Thus you see,’ I said Lo
those present, ‘when the oartridge is not
split (in other words, when you are per-
fectly certain that the cartridge is good) you
can fire with.-a weapon from which one of
its most sssential points are missing, where-

as with & split cartridge—i.c, a bad cart -

ridge—it is dapgerous to fire, even with &
rifle the pattern of which apparently presents
every guarantee of solidity. The persons
present agreed with me, and begged, me to
show them how the cartriige ought to be
cut and placed .in the barrel in order to
injure the mechanism; which I did.

¢ This experiment extemporized,so to say,
and which had such a complete success, hag
confirmed me more than ever in this idea—
viz,, that it is quite useless to endeavour to
obtain a method of closing the breech which
cannot be rendered unserviceable with cart~
ridges which are liable to split, that for the
moment attention should be exclusively
directed to the soundness of the cartiidge,
bue this problem once solved, the best
breech-closing system will be the one that is
cheapest, and can be easiest taken to pieces
and put together again. To worry oneself
with the view to obtsin a system which per-
mits one shot more or less to be fired &
minute, is simply to pursue an ohject of
quite secondary importance.

The aboveé cantains such iwportant facts,
and such good and practical advice, that but
little nee(ﬁ'to be added. We are, fortunate-
ly, able to make taetsl cartridges which will
compare favourably with those of any other
nation in Europe. The following facts, how-
ever, may be deduced:—That one of the
firsts essentials for dn -effective rifle is a
cartridge, the case of which is guarauteed to
.be perfectly gas tight, as without that every
uature of barrel, system of rifling, cr plan
for closing the breech will alike fail, the
moment the ammunition is faulty. Itis
very evident that in the event of sucha
case, the blame must be laid upon the

maker of the cartridges, and not upon the
inventor or the gunsmith. On the other
hand, supposing the cartridge to be perfect,
we cannot give the first place to that rifle—
never mind what the mechanism may be—
from the bieech and barrel of which excel-
lent results aro obtained with this cartridge,
looking at them solely from a firing point of
view, such as accuracy and range. It is ne.
cessary 10 be certain the extractor throws
out the old cartridge without any hitch,that
the striker does not remain imbedded in the
base of the cartridge, that the cartridge is
not (0o heavy, when we come to consider
the total weight which the man must earry.
Also whether the weapon can be easily taken
to pieces and put together again, whether
rust, dust, vain, &ec., may not prevent the
mechanism from working with rapidity.

With regard to the Mauser rifle,  chree
movements alone aro required to load it. In
the first, the moveable breech-lock is work-
ed from right to left, and pushed back into
the breech aperture, so as to throw out the
old cartridge and at the same time cock the
striker ; in the second,a cartridge is put in-
{o the chamber; in tho third motion, the
movable breech lock is advanced, so as to
close the rear chamber of the breech, whilst
shoving the cartr'kdge into its place,the lever
of the breech-lock is then pusked back into
its socket . The cartridge used withitis a
metal central fire one. Owing to the large
number of Chassepot rifles which the Prus-
sians have in their possessions, they are
anxious that the Mauser bullet should fit
that weapon.

REVIEWS

Tlere is s0. much of beauty and artistic
excellence in the February number of the
Aldine, no lover of fine arts ¢.n well afford
to allow it to remain a closed book. The
promise held out for the New Year, in the
January number, of a volume of surpassing
worth and taste, is sustained in this issue.
A dozen beautiful piclures embellish its
pages, more than half of which sre orignal
American views. Mr. W. M. Cary has a
spirited full-page pioture of ‘*‘Antelope-
Hunting on the.Plaing ;" the hounds are in
full pursuit of a herd of deer, which are
coursing like the wind over the foot-hills at
the base of the Recky Mountnius. Mr. John
Hows bas a series of five pictures, which he
drew last summer in the lovely region of the
famous Juniata River in Pennsylvania. One
of these is a grand and massive whole.page
picture, representing * The Juniata River

pear Huntiogdon, Pa.,’”’ showing a deep cut |

through the rocks on the PennsylvaniaCen.
tral Railroad. Two largé companion pieces,
full of the feeling and atmosphere of out-of
doors, give the beholder wild and rugged
viewa of the inlet and outlet of “Siniing
Spring,’ a river which flows for a mile under
the mountains. Two other charming sKatch-
es, full of the beautiful water, cloud and
foliage eilects, are- sketohes of the river—
“ Lewistown Narrows,’’ and ‘* Juniata River
near Lewistown."” No finer series of pictures
of Americzn scenery has ever been publish-
ed. Mr. John 8. Davis contributes s char-
acteristic sketch of the village * ne’er do-
well,”” ¢* An idle Dog,"” which is-true to life;
as well as being graceful in pose and com-
position. Specht bas a fine picture of Scotch
greyhounds, * Gentlemen of Leisure,’’ apd
 Cinderellx’’ is one of those fairy-like pic-
tures, after Lrjeune, representing a pretty
maiden sitting by the open fire-place, The
other illustrations are a large and handsome
picture called “The Qld Biblé,”” by G.

Wagmuller, a child reading to her grand-
mother; a sweet picture of a young lady
soated on the flowery bank of a stream, * A
child no more! a maiden no#,’” and a dash-
ing sketch called * Budding Genius.”

The literary contents of this number of
the Aldine are choice, varied, and original.
A poem never befora published, called
“The Scythe and the Sylphids,"” is from the
pen of Richard Adams iocke, now dead,
but who will be remembered as the author
of the famous * Moon Hoax'’ of years ago.
Joseph Watson, a Shaksperean scholar, has
a readable paper on * Sir JoshuaReynolds.”
I. Emily Baker contributes some interest-
ing *“ Sketches in Old Newport.”” Chandos
Fulton writes entertainingly of ¢ Cloud
Pictures;’’ Mrs. M. F. Butts Lasa pretty
poem, or song, called ¢/ When the World

gots Green;"” Frances Lee tells a capital
story of Yankee life, under the title of
* Taking it for Granted;’’ Dr. T, M. Coan,
late literary editor of the Independent, has a
valuable essay on ¢ Imaginative Friend-
ships ;" J. H. Batty writes of ‘‘ Antelope
Hunting;"” Rev. Samuél W. Duffiald has a
pensive poem called *“Foot-Prints ,”’ Ed-
ward Olin Weeks is represented by an en-
tertaining story; a Florentine legend, en-
titled *“Micheal Botello;” Prof, Wm. C
Richards has a jewel of a poem, *.ly
Doubt;”” Geo,Klingle a poom called “ Blight-
ed;” Maria S. Ladd a sketch of *Polly ;"
and M. Despard writes of Eliza Greatorex;'’
the edieorial articles are “ Ap Ldle Dog 3

“ A Juniata Jount ;" and well filled depart-
ments embracing music=*‘Progress of instra-
mental music;”’ Drama—¢The Metropoli-
tan Stage;’ Literature ; and _Art—the
“ Brooklyn Art Association.” ¢
catalogue of the contents of the February
Aldine,we can safoly say no other American '
publication ever offered it§ readers so many

art and literary attractions. Subscription

price 86, including chromos * The East.’ and

“The West.” Jataes Sutton & Co., publish-

ers 58 Maiden Lane, New York City.

We have received the January number of
the New Duminion Monthly, published by-
John Dougall & Son, Moutreul; and are
pleased to notice a-steady improvementin .
the management of this now interesting
Canadinn Monthly. It has » very good
likeness of the lato Professor Acassiz for
its frontice piece. Publishing price $1.50
per anpum; Single covoy 15 cts. To be had
at Durie & Son's, Spurks Street,

QuubEo 1lussars.—We had great pleasure
in being present~at the ride of the non~
commissioned officers of No. 1 Troop, which
touk place laet night at the Riding School,
before Colone! Cazault, C.M,G., command-
ing the district, and Lieut.-Colonel Forly?h, '
commanding the Cavalry. The officers of
the Troop we.c present, viz : Captain Mes -
Don:ld, Lwcutenant Flanagan and Cornet
Martin, «- well as the Adjutant,Major Gray.
he men went through the double ride in a
most creditalle manper under regimental -
Sergeani Mujr Maguire, late of H. M. 13th
Hussars who ¢z cut specially from Alder-
shot tonct as Diiit Instructor to the Quebes
Hussars. Weo -1 (.siain that the Com.-
mandant as well s the officers of the corps
must have felt highly gratified with ths
mange: in which tho ride was gone through.
—Saturdag Budget. T

P

With this.
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. THE MARINES.

T'HE SONG OF
‘Tho following ndmirablo linos have bLeen writ-
ton by a Murine voteran (T. J. McCartuey) as an
weddross to s son, on onlisting as o drummeor In
tho glorlons old corps, nnd bear tho dato 05 s The
Royal Marlnoe Barracks, Plymouth, 12th Novem-
bor 1873." They aroworthy of being proserved by
ovory man of tho Marines who feels prido in the
record of tho gallant docds of ¢ tho glorious
past,” and wo trust they will bo llkowlise an ine.
contive to the youngest to whom they are wi-
dressed to do no act unworthy of the honourahlo
cont he wears,
Come to my side, my stalwart son, my little man

of strile, .
There's somothing I would say to thoo now at thy

opening 11fo; .
FFor ;l:rv:u, acods'or the mighty past are crowdibgg
on my view . ke
Aud 'tis of that {mmort past that 1 would speak
to you,

You seo this Httle globe of brass that youso tight-
1y wear, ]
Also thoso tiny laurol leaves entwined around it
there;

‘There l.:.: ho nobler cmblem worn beneath tho
dazzltog sun !

I"ll toll youkwhy youwear it,boy; 1'lltell you how
‘tivas won.

Were all the battles of yeur corps upon its cotors

laced
A ppmudor’catcgory. boy, no pen hasover tracel ;

How quickly would the great names stand on {ts

unsullled fold,
1or thoy have borno an honoured part in the

great ights of old.

‘I'hoy help'd to :lnitho mighty Roclk long wepe
by haughty Spain,

That like n%ogelu&n. lion seems to watch its wido

domaln;
Both Bunker's Hifl and Charlestown Heightsen-

hanced their ronown
And in tho conquest of Bolictslo they galnod

their laurel crown.

Thelr splrit fired the Nagging Tarks atacre's bat-

tered walls;
The marched’mrotilgh Egpyt's burning sands at

Lycromby's —
They x)u. 8t. V}l'ncent.'s gloricus fight did battlo

with the famed,
And throngh tho smoko of Lamperdown their

deadly bullets almed.

They mann'd the guns whose thunders shosk the

towers of Elsloore,
And long did Denmark mourn tho wreck then

scattored on hor shoro ; B
They wero in that immortal strife where Nelson

fought too well, .
And pertshed on tho herote deeikk where thatgreat

hero fell,

‘Thoy bled that Alglers’ lawless Dey his plractes

should cease,
Fought at famous Navarin' to break the chains of

rocee ;
At lrun and Amctza they did not charge in

vain,
But dycd thelir steel InCarlist blood for the young
Qucen of Spatn,

They shared the toll, aud shed their blood, on the

Crimean snow

And smoto on Lidia's parched piain the rebel
Se foc ;

}‘earlo?woymcy' faced a thousand deaths in China

and Japan,
In opaning those cceentric lacds to commerce

and to man.

Tno sun of tropic climes hias dyed their browsa

deeper shade
In Arctic and Anlarctic suows thelr vallant

hearts arve 1ald;
The storm has sung tho requiem of thousauds

'neath tho waves;
Yea, every spot of carth and sea hias furnished

them with graves !

Tho lusi{re of thelr proat exploitscan never,nover
fade:

'L.\-y'vc'»lormc:l a thousand battiements,a thou-

sand breachies made ;
Tholr bloat! higs crinmison’d ¢very land, and every

ocean's foam,
And from the tarthest ends of carth thoy’vo

brought thelr trophies home !

They did thelr duty nobly thronshoaut the glos!
ous past; .

And should thoe sky of Britaun with clcuds bo
overcast,

The gallant corps, whose daty ’tis to serve by

laud aod se
Shall, In the hao’m' of England's nced, tho Stato's

SHEET-ANCHOR be !

TON COLONIAL DEF

. JHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

NCE—=A PAPER BY
CADT. J. C. R. COLOMDB (rati RM.\)
READ BLFORL TIE MOY AL QILONIAL INSTITUTE,
CN 287u Jusy 1873.
His Graco the Duke of Maxcusstur 1 tho,
Chiir. ]
My Lord Duke and Gentlemon,—Though l
this subject has dirret raforenco to the!
Colonies, it is necessaty to obseive that
** Colonial Defenco’” caunot be ¢ .nsidered
as an abstracs question, any more than that
** National Detencs™” can be limted in its
meaning to tho defenco of the United King-
dom. The tuli foree of this assertion is not,
Lowever, gencerally understood.

When we pet fiightenc.d on the subject
of what is falsely termed “Qur Naitional
Sifety,” but one idea 1s prevalent in the
minds of nine peopio out of ten, to the
exclusion of all other considerations; it is
this :—guarding tho soil cf tho DBiitish
Islands against invasion.

Iu time of profound peace we like to talk
of “our vast Colonial Empire, ourextended
commerce, and interests in every part of
the globe.” It sounds big and grand, and,
perhaps, someo vainly imagino that big swell-
ing words must frighten away aggression;
but wken danger, roal or supposed,
threateas, and the nation is alarmed, we
babitually forget that * England with her
colonies is still a giant amongst natious, and
that without them sho would be a dwarf.*(a)
and exhibit practically our disbelief in the
‘ giant” by seekinga a rofugein the “arms of
thodwarf.”

Look back a few yeur, and by past events
test tho truth of this assertion. Tuake the
panic of 1859 and its results. We wercina
stato of wild alarm. We imagined that
France threatened our safety, nay, our oxis-
tence. Wo took Iright at her successful
armies, and her powerful fleots, capable of
transporting those armies. We steadfastly
shut our syes to the fact that the possibility
of the invasion of England involves, asa
natural consequence, the possibility of in-
vestment, the cutting of the Imperial lines
of communication, and attzcks upon ** our
vast Colonial Empire, our extended com-
merce, and interests in every quarter of the
globe;” we, in short, forget cverything
except our personal safety, and instead of
taking measures for defending the Empire,
wo wero Jsatisfied with taking measures for
defending the hedge-rows of Eagland.

Again, we owe chango in our mulitary sys-
fem to the last pantc.. We aro told by the
Government of the day that England (the
dwarfl) is now Letter prepared to resist an
attompted invasion than during any past
period of her history. IHow hias this result
been attained? By rendering her colonies
and possessions (which swvoll the dwarfinto
tho giant) less capablo of resisting attack,

The military policy has been to disarm
the giant in order toarm the dwarf.

I must, however, here observe that Ido
not argue against tue prassing necessily
which existed for defending the Imperial
base of operations by withdrawing the in.
suflicient garrisons formerly maintained in
tho colonial outposts ; on the contrary, I
was one of the first to advocste the with-
drawl of the few regular troops quartered in
certain colonies and possessions,(b) as a
necossary part of a schemo of Imperial

(a) Vide Sir E, Sullivan on *‘Qur Economic
Catos.”
(b) For tho purpose of concentrating tbem at

cerlala strategic and imperial posltions,

{January 27, 1874,
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dofence ; but the schemo did not proposo
to leave thoe question of the defenco of ou
colonies an'l possessions m the air, as has
been done. What appears objectionable in
tho limits of tho defence of the Imporial
bage, to the exclusion of all considerntions
for tho safoty of our lmperil communica-
tions, tho security of our Colouiss, and the
maintonance of our power 1 distang pos.
sessions,

I thorefore venture to assert that before
these troops were withdrawa, beforo the
question of military ro organizition w.s
practically dealt with, it was tho duty of
statesmen to cast their eyes beyond the
shores of * llappy England,” to look beyond
the “ streak of silver sen,” and to face this
truth viz., that tho security of the United
Kingdom against invasioh is but a part of
tho great question of ¢ Nationsal Defence.’
Itis now nearly five yoars since, at the
Royal United Service institution, (e) I en-
devoured to draw aftention to this fact, in
theso words: —¢* ['he defence of the United
Kingdom against invasion isjan object of
primary importance, but to suppose that
this is the one thing needful in the matter
of national defence, 1s a grivious error. Wo
are houpd to look to the general welfare of
the Empire. Tho sources of our greatness
are tho possessions of India, aod our com-
mercial prosperity. Our commercirl pros
perity is in direct proportion to the frecedom
with which woe can carry on trade with our
Colonies and other countries. Commerco
13 in fact the link that binds together the
several interasts of tho scattera.l torritories
comprising the Empire. . . . Berring
this in mind, let us supposc that the view
which limits national defence to the pro-
tection of Great Britain and [reland against
invasion be practically adopted, and that the
wholo resources of the country have been
wholly and exclugively directed to render-
sug tho sotl of tho British Isles secure, and
that this object has been fully attuined,
what would our position be in timo of
aggressive war on the part of one or more
great powers? Does it not stand to reason
that, as the object of all aggrossivewsrls
eithar to acquire territory, or to weaken, if
not destroy, the power of tho nation against
which war is made the eaciest and safcst
mode is adopted to carry out theso objects :
under the circumstances we have supposed,
therefore, un enemy would naturally confine
his efforts to destroying our commerce and
our power jn India, loaving the Biiush
Isles to W.xtéx Lis proceeding with impotent
dismay.”

If the haart apd the citadel of the Empire
isalone protected, will it *'surprise usto
heuar” that, when tho Empire is attacked,
our enemy prefers cutting our unprotected
communications and appropriating our na-
defended colonics and possessions. to a
direct assault upon e “small island bristling
with bayonets ?”?

In the celebrated articlo in the Edmburgh
Review it is written :—** Steam applied to
navigation has done at least as much for a
defending as for an invading Power ; even
thestores of conla needed for marine loco
motion are principally ours; and while by
the aid of this powerful agent the ships of
toth nations may scour the coastr with
favourable weather at from twelve to filtern
or sixteen miles an hour, the raillways which
gird the land. to say unothing of the telo-
graphs,may in all weathers carry the armies
which aro to guard it and their material

(a) ¢ L.octures on tho Distribution of onr Wat
Forcos,” 1169



Janvary 27, 15873,

PHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

41

from point to point at tweﬁt& , th'rt;v,w&-h

forty.’(a)

Now these sre the utterances of a m ster-
mind, but it is passing strange that it never
sems to have occurred to the writer thit we
cannot limit the field of operat.ons of an
opposing fleet. If our enemy’s fleet can
scour the coasts of *‘ Happy England’ at
from twelve to fifteen or sixteen miles an
hour, they can scour the const of * Unhap-
py Colonies and DPossessions’ at the saine
rale, where their operatious will not be
hampered by the presence of any hrmy
at all, Even the stores of coul neciled for
marine lomocotion, *‘though principiily
ours,’”’ are conveuniently siluated at com-
manding points along the Imperial roads,
and by being for the most part totally
neglected and undefended, affurd a guaran-
tee that the enemy’s fleets shall not bho
inconvenienced by want of fuel in a raid
upon * our vast Colonial empire, our exten-
ded commerce, and iuterests in any part of
the globe.” .

Itis said thit a certain.birnd when tiard
pressed in its flight buries its head in the
sand, and finds imaginary security beciuse
ceases to see the near approach of dang- r:
und the present policy pursued by this
country in the matter of defence appears to
me to be somewhat analogous. Our [m-
perial Eagle, whose wings cover the seas
buries her head in the san‘ls of the defend-
ed shores of England, and blinding her
vision of danger with a few men, guns,
volunteer reviews, and autumn manomuvrcs,
her statesmen bid her believe that sho is
safel

This is one side oY tho picture; let us
glance briefly at the other, It is not many
years ago since our defensive measures were
based upon an exactly opuvosite principle,
and one -equally dangerous to the safety of
our Empire. Our armies and our fleets
were scattered indiscriminately over the
face of the globe, while the Uniled King-
dom (the Imperial base of operations) was
left destitute of any power of resistance.
All our war force was exbausted on means
for the direct defence of our Colonies and
distant possessions, to the exclusion of all
considerstious relative to the security of the
Imperial base.

The defenceless stato of theBritish Islands

at the same time of which I speak, can
best be pictured by recalling the conclud-
ing words of the celebrated letter of the
Duke of Wellington, in which he showed
the ease with whioh these islands could be
carried by assault: ‘1 am Dbordering on
saventy seven years passed in honour. 1
hope that the Almighty may protect me
from beiug n witness of the tragedy, which
1 cannot persusde my contemporaries to
take messures 10 avert’” We Were then as
oblivious to the truth thit the capture of the
citadel involved the downfall of the Empire
as we are now bhind to the fact that the
security of that eitadel is no guarantea for
the safety of twentynine -ihirtieths of British
territory, or for the protection of the lives
and propertiesof four fifths of Her Majasty's
subjects. ()

In avoiding Scyllsa we have encouuntered
Charybdis. Where, then, is the true chan-
nel through which the Empire may safely
pass, defymg attack? Many may think,
with the Guvernment of the day, that this
question may be solved by saying to our
Colonies and possessions—Arm-yourselves;

(a) 3¢ Germany, Irance, ani Eazland.” Elin-
burgh Review, 1&70.

(b) The area of the United Kingdom is about
one-thirtieth of the total area of the British Em-
Pire, and the population lessthan ono fifth,

itis every man,s duty to defend his hearth
aud liome. Do as we have done in England,
taise velunteers, create what military forces
you plesse.doas we have done, and our Em-
i pive iz sife ! Now, let us consider whether
i this be a true solution of the problem. In
“the first pluce, it is not possibly to lay down
“a general rule of self-reliance and self-de-
. fence applicabla to all Colonies and posses-
‘sions alike. The power of resistance of
exch ‘iragment of the Empire cin only be
messured by a comparison between its
population, its geographical positien, and
natural defensive advantages, and those of
its possible enemy. [t is simply ridiculous
to tell any one of our West Indian islands
to be self-reliant, an:d to trust to its citizens
to resist the war power of the United States.
If this general rule is the basis of our plan
of Imperial defence, and is to be applied, it
means in plain English that in the unhappy
event of & rupture with America, we offer
that nation peaceable and quiet possession
of 100,000 square miles of territory, and
make over the lives and properties of 1}
millions of British subjects ! -

I fear it would not be difficult to find
what are termed * advancod thinkers in
the country —nny, in Parliament, and seated
on Governinent, benches—who would not
think this a very great national calamity,
Possibly such persons might argue that the
United States would allow the money value
of these territories as a set-off in the final
balance-sheet of American claims of indem-
nity for expenses causad by war, It is
therefore necessary Lo obgerye that the loss
of the West Indies affocts the aafety of
Canada. First, by increasing the resources
of the United States ; secondly, by securing
to that power the command of the Western
Atlantic—thus rendering it impossible for
Imperial forces to create a diversion in
favour of Canada, in the hour of trial, by
blockade and attack on the southern and
eastern shores of America. -

It follows, therefore, that the general and
indiscriminate applieation of the policy of
fragmentary selfireliance and self-defence,
though possible to Canada us a direct means
of frontier defence—besides involving the
loss of other possessions—is the most
certain method of ensuring she shall be
left in her struggle unaided and alone.

Similar arguments apply with equal force
to other Colonies and possessions elsewhere;
but as it is impossitleto deal with this great
question in a short paper,I think I have
said enough to show that this general rule of
s gelf-reliance’’ - faiis to solve the problem of
Imperial defence. The question, therefore,
remains—What are the geperal principles
on which the defence of the Empire niust be
based ?

Before we can give a reply worthy of the
name, it is essential that we should under-
stand what is the Empire, and what is vital
to its existence. Speaking generally of its
geographical position, it congists of ten
groups of territory sepecrated by long sea
distances. Tne British [slands, British North
America, the West indies, the West Coast of
Africa, the Cupe, the Mauritius, Australasia,
Hong Kong, the Straits’ Settlements and
India. .

This is a rough sketch of the ground to be
defended. Now to quote from a work by
Sir C. Pasley, written in 1808.¢(a) * The
strength of an empire composed of several
islands or possesiions, divided from each
other by the sea, will be further modified by
the geographical po-ition of its respective
parts. The strength of an empire of any

(a) ‘* The Military Policy and Institutions of the
British Empire.”

- force.”

kind, whether insular or continental, will be
greater or less, with equil resources, in
proportion to the facility with which its
several parts can afford each other mutual
assistance when attacked, and to the
difficnlty which an enemy may find in
supplying and supporting his invading

This able exposition of a great. military
trluth brings to light twe great princi-
ples:— : : .

I.That it is of vital importance ti#® the
safety of the Imperial communications be
secured,

2. That it is ecssential to the military
strength of the empire that forces created or
existing for the defence of one portion be
not 80 constituted asto preciude the possi-
bility of using them in the delence of
another.

if the Imperial communications are not
secured, our enemy can make it phgsically
impossible for the several parts to afford
* mutual assistance- when attacked.”” On
the othre hand, although they may be
tolerably safe, if the military forces of each
part are by law so constituted so as to pre-
clude the power of moving them to another,
we ourselves render it a moral impossibility
for the several parts to afford *‘mutual
assistance when attacked.” In the one case
the enemy cripples the necessary power of
concentration; in the other we save him
the trouble by doing it ourselves, What
then becemes of the military value of forces
constituted as our militia and volunteers
are, at home or in the Colonies, when weigh-
ed in the Imperial scales ?

If the empire is to be defended at all we
must apply, on = large scale, the ordinary
and common military principle applicable
to the defence of all territory, large or
small. :

The fundamental principle is briefly this :
The success of allopeaations of war, whether
deffensive or offensive, depends upon the
disposition of force in such a manner as
will best secure the base of operations, and
ensure safety and freodom of communica-
tion. 1tis useless to do one without the
other, for in the one case neglect of the
rule mustlead to a “lock out,” in the other
the “lock-up’ of military force. Our for-
mer disposition of our force risked the
* lock out’ of military force by rendering
the capture of the base possible : our present
plan endangers, nay courts, the *lock-up”
of military force at the base by leaving our
communications exposed, and our outposts
undefended .

In the late war weo saw fitst of all an
attack upon the advanced positions on the
lines of communication ; next the cutling
of the lines of communication ; and lastly,
as an inevitable consequence Paris iell .

"The United Kingdom is our Imperial base.
The Imperial main lines of commuuication
are :—

1. To British North America across the
North Atlantic.

2. To the West Indies.

3. o India, Chins, and Australasia by the
Mediterranean. .

4. To India, China, and Australasia round
the Cape.

5. From Australasia and the Pacific round
Cape Horn, _

‘the Imperial base can be rendered in two
ways :—

1. By direct assault; invasion.

2. By indirect means: investment.

It is curious—I trust I may be forgiven
for saying it—that while the possibility of
invasion is not generally disputed, I believe
I happen to be the oaly individual who
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believes in investment ; atleast 1 know of
no other who has for eight years tried to
force on public attention the fact that the
certainty of investment, pariial or complete,
follows the possibility of invasion as surely
as night follows day.

Consider for one moment on what Lhe
presumption of possible invasion reats, -1t
rests on this—the logs, temporary or per-
manent, of the command of the walers
surrounding the British Islands. But re-
member that the lines of communication
all radiate from these waters; the loss,
therefore, of our command here outs every
one of the imperial lines; and whatis this
but investment ?

The statesmen who could, in a magazine,
speak complacently of an onosing force
«'goouring our ooast at twelve, fifteen or
sixteen miles an hour,” must surely have
forgotten that the hearts of the Empire
thus cut off from its sources of supply must
cease to - beat, Hardly a mile could beso
traversed in triumphant defiance without
injury, in a greater or less degres, to’some
artery or nerve, producfng in some far-off
member. of the body politic of Empire
results more. or less disastrous. ' It
might be but a nervous tremor pro-
duced by a temporary disarrangement of
the free course of trade, or it might be
paralysis caused by a prolonged interuption
of the vital. power of ocommunication.

. The question of results is but a question of
time. : "

As regards the safety of communications,
it must be borne in mind that the greatest
danger to which they can be exposed is that

‘which threatens the greatest number at one
and the same time, Geographically speal
ing, this can only happen at the point of
convergence or radiation, which in our case
- is the Channel. .

The Royal Comthission of 1859 discarded
the Channel Fleet as a first line of defence*
against an invasion, because ** Were a un-
due ?mportion of our fleet tied to the Chan.
nel,” our enemy’s ‘‘woald be proportion-
ably set free, to the great danger of our
colonies and to the injury of a commerce

which becomes of more vilal importance
with every step of national progress. But
I desire to observe that, though it may not
be our first line of defence against invasion,
it is our first lina of defence against invest-
ment, and, further, the front of our first
line of colonial defence. OFf what avail is it
if our Colonies, though protected in their
own immediate neighbourhood, are * locked
out”’ from the mother country by a forco in
the Channel, against which we are unable
to contend? Of what use is it protecting
our commerce on distant seas if it is to be
destroyed within sight of the shores of
England ? Surely, in reckoning up our
means of defence, we should not forget
that if our enemy confines his operations to
an attack on our communications, and we
are unprepaled to resist it, the forces we
have created for the special purpose of re.
pelling invasion will be after all but harm-
less host of spectators of a ruin they are
powerless to avert.

I do not fer a moment underrate the
immense importance ar-* absolule necessity
of being prepred Lo re. .er invasion impos-
sible by purely militar f{orces. If we are
uot 80 prepared we 5 o the fate of the
Empire on, perhaps, a single naval engage-
ment. A temporary reverse at sea might
{by the enemy following up his advantage)
be converted into final defeat on land,
resulting in a total overthrow of all further
power of resistance, It is necessary for the
safety “of the Channel that inyasion be

efficiently guarded against, so that should
our home fleet” be temporarily disabled we
may, under cover of our army, prepare and
strengthen it to regain lost ground, and
renew the struggle for that which is essen-
tial to our life as a nation, and our exis
tence as an empire—the command of the
waters of the United Kingdom.

We areall so keenly alivo to the necessity
of rendering invasion impossible, that this
part (of the subject may now be dismissed.
I may also pass from the front of the first
line of colonial defence with the remark,
that the fleet required to maintain it must
not be confused nor mixed up with the
cruising force necessary for the safety of the
distant lines of communication. To hold
our supremacy of the Channel we require
a force composed of vessels adapted to the
combined action of fleets, and of a strength
equal to that which may possibly be
brought against it. This remark also applies
to the protection of the line of communica-
tion passing through the Mediterranean.
But on a more distant seas, for the protec-
tion of such lines, a special class of cruisers,
capable of keeping at sea for long periods
of time, is required; the strength of this
patrolling force on each line being in pro-

ortion to tho value of the line, and to the
orce against which it may have to contend,
The fleets necessary for the safety of the
Channel and Mediterranean are not adapted
to the protection of distant lines, nor are
the vessels suited to the ;defence of those
lines of any value as a reserve force to be
called into aid in the dafence of the Chan-
nel and Mediterranean.

‘But the defence of our communications is
not sacured by the mere presence of suffi.

cient naval force at home or in the Mediter- |

ranean; for as there are two modes of
attack on the United Kingdom, so there
are two ways in which our lines of commu-
nication may be destroyed—Ist. By direct
attack on the point of convergence. 2nd.
By a variety of attacks on one or more lines
at points far removed from the place where
they all meet. Assuming-  provision for
meeting the first to have been made, I will
now deal with the means to beadopted to
this other mods of attack; and this is
the most interesling - portion of my sub-
ject. : '

Cemmunications, whether sea or lind,
whether long or short, can conly be sciured
by afirm grasp of the points which commaned
them, The greater the extent of the
line, the greater is the number of defended
points necassary for its safety. In order to
cut a line of communication, tho firat thing
to be done is to seize the point which com-
mands it, and in defending a line the point
which commands it is the last to surrender.
Such points sre the minor bases of opera-
tion of forces acting in defence of the line.
The relative importance of such points to
the line, and to each other, can only be esti-
mated by the circumstances of their geo-
graphical position and their distance from
the main base from which the line springs.

There is the difference, however between
the defcnce of sea as compared with land
communicatioss. Naturally in the second,
a purely military foree only is required, but
in the case of sea lines the employment of
a purely military as well as a purely naval
force is necessary. The navy furnishes the
patrolling or skirmishing force, while the
army secures to its bases or arsenals. To
leave the naval forco responsible for the
protection of its base would be to tie its
hands. It would be ‘*‘using tho fleet to

ranintain its arsenals, instead of the arsenals

_der certain conditions, be a necessity.

to maintain the fleet.)’(a) Some years ago
a governor of an eastern Colony proposed
to leave such places slmost exclusively
to naval protection, and the late Sir John
Burgoyne thus speaks of the. value of the
proposition : “ Under the system proposed,
a small squadron, with 3,000 or 4,000 treops
in eastern seas in time of war, would lake
the Mauritius and Hong Kong, and destroy
the naval arsenal and means at Ttin-
comalee, if it did not cipture the whole
island of Ceplon.' (b) T

The force thas alluded to might be Rus-
sian or that of somo other power. Inany
case, how would the loss’ of Ceylon affect
our military position in India? [t is likely
tliat aggression would stop there? Might
it not gather strength, and migh not Ceylon
be a conveinent base of operation for an
attack on Australasia? If, therefore, wo
trust the protection of our lines exclusively
to a purely naval force, by imposing on our
fleets the defence of the points which com-
mand them, we risk nay we court a general
attack, not on England, not on the Chan-
nel, but on “our vast Colonial empire, our
extended commere, and interest in eVery
quarter of the globe.” ‘

Itis now time tO0 ask what are these
puints ? and, in an attempt to reply, I will
take each line separately :— )

1. The line to-Canada. The only point
is a terminal one—it is Halifax,

2, To the West Indies, Hers we have
Bermuda, the Bahamas, Jamacia and Anti-
gua. The strategic value of Bermuda was
fixed by Sir John Burgoyne.(¢) Jamaica,
from its central position and capacious
hari.our, is of considerable importance. [
add Antigua for two reasons—(1) because
Jamaica is far to leeward to be of value as a
coaling stati 'n or arsenal for cruisers acling
in the defence of communications to the
Eastern Islanls ; such vessels would burna
quantity of fuel in - steaming up to their
station from Jamaica againt the trades; (2)
vessels bound for the greater Anliles and
Gulf of Mexico generally pass between Anti-
gua and Gundaloupe.

3. To India, the East, and Australasia, by
the Mediterranean. The pouits here are
Gibralter, Malts, Aden. Bombay, Cape

"Comorin, (d) and King George's Sound on

the main line, with Trincomalee, Singapore,
an’d Hong Kong on its northern branch.

Of all tho Imperial roads this is the most
difficult to defend, owing to its want of con-
tinuity. The most commanding position—
the Isthiaus of Suez—is not in our posses-
gion. IHere our line can be most easily out,
and here we have least power to prevent the
contlingency. So longas the eanal is
neutral or in the hands of a neutral power,
so long is it at the disposal of friend and
foe alike. Were it in the hands of our
enemies, it is only open to them and not to
us. To make this line safe, the occupation
by military force of the Isthmus might, nn-

Are
we prepared for that ?

(a) Vide Defenoe Commission Report, 1839.

(b) See Appendix to * Lifo of Field Marshal 8ir
J. Burgoyne.” (o) Inid.

(d) Although there i3 now not any harboar of
importance at Cape Comorin, those who have -
rend the paper on * Indian Harbours” by Gene-
ral 8ir A. Cotton, will understand_ the strageti® |
importance of the positson, anad the possibility
ot; ;:reaunga. harbour at *¢Colachul” in its vici~ |
nity. !

{(To be eontinued.)

The railway viaduct at Toquella, Spain, .
fell and thirty-eight workmen were killed: |




