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+ The Convener regrets that owing to his necessary absence Jromt homle An attending the
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et the past issues ready for distribution on the dates ¥e quired, and has not yot ;zuma’w’ "
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doseph sold into Egypt. Gen. 37: 28-36. D

Gcmmm Taxe: Yo thoughf. ovil against me, but God meant it unto'
. good Gen, 50z 20. -

COBiHI’P 70 NEMORY 'vs. 26-28. Cmr.nnnm 8 Eanan, 127, 151, 39, 71,

Prove TaAT—Children’s sins brmg gorraw to parents. 2 Sam, 18; 83.

Seonrer CaTeomISi—Quest. 97.” What is required to the worthy re-: E
cemno- of the Lord’s Snpper? R ‘
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1x'monuc'ronv.—3'oseph wad-sent by his father to enguire- after the: welfare of his’ breth:en o

miight be that Some smonldering embers-of hate would be finfied by impradence on their
part and mischief happen. Solicitdus, therefore, for their safety, Jacob sent his sonto gt
certain whether all was wellh  Arrivedat Shechem, Joseph-was informed that his brothers
had removed to Dothan, some 18 miles farthernorth. “:His approach was descried by them
and 2 plot lzid to kill him, and thus bring His dreaths to naught. Their wisdom and cruelty’
were on a level with that of Herod when he slew the babes:of Bethlehem. Human wicked-
ness may further God’s plans, it can never thwart:them. Desiring of saving his life, Reuben”
- proposed that hebe cast:into an empty cistérn, on- the shallow plea that the.crime would be
less shocking than if they shed his-blood. It -was really more diabolically qxuel To him -
2 they assented ;md our la;son descnbas the further proqeedmg& o .

" NOTES AND sxmmmnns

Lnssew Pran. 1. JosephSol&. ve..z3-3o. II., ]acobSorrowmg 8, 31-36.

]ossyn’ Sorn. 23, When Joseph was come to his brethren—AtDothan,
70 mﬂs from Hebron, What later histonical notice of Dothan? (2 Kings'6: 13). They
stnpped Joseph—Joseph Wwore this coat_probably because it was his-usual:dress, and he
- THE TRACHERS' PREPARATION LEAPLETMS published weekly by the Geperal Assembily’s S8abbath Schoo!
Committee, Presby rmnchmhmcmada.awboenma year, orﬁbuﬂfomcrmote fes are sent to
 one persort, Addsoss Bev. T Foth 107 Bazen Street, St Jotio, N. B EAl g Comitiee
. Rev. '1‘ F Fothemgﬁam, Jsa ’l‘umbu,ll leﬂRi
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who were. feeding their flocks:near the scene of-their cruel slaughter of the Shechemites. It



was unsuspicious of the feelings of his brethren regurding it. Such a distinguished dress,
moreover, being indicative of rank, would ensure him respectful treatment from strangers.
This was a rough reception to a brother, a mere boy, who had coine a fong distance to-en-
quire after their welfarg, and who had never done them any unkindoess. His eries for
mercy afterwards rang in thelr ears.  (ch. 42: 21). Note throughout. that Joscph is a tygc
of Christ. He is 2 beloved son ; he came-unto his own and his own received him not 5 he
wis stripped of his raiment by his executioners (Matt. 27 : 28). His groodness awoke the
hatrod of evil men. 24. Cast him into a pit—Doubtless they intended to leave him
thore to die.  These cisterns abound in Palestiffe, and are generally boattle-shaped, so that .
the prisoner. could not possibly get out_without help. They were designed for collecting a
su‘aply of water in the rainy season. The name Dothan means * thetwo wells,” These
atill exist, and one of them is-called * the well of the g‘;r,”‘bnt it cannot be the one into which
Joseph was thrown, for it was.dry. Dr. Marcus Dods makes a: fine application of Joseph's
experience to the case of young persons whose-ambitious plans seem to be frustrated, yet
who.cannot see that their apparent failure is God’s way-?f leading them-to-the work he has.
“# for them.to do. (See Jszac, Jacab and Joseph, one of the volumes of the « Household
Libfary of Exposition.”) 25. They sat down to eat bread—** The heartless barbar-
ity :33 which the brethren of Joseph sat down to eat and drink the very dainties he had
brought them from their fathef while they left him, as.they thought, to starve, has been ¥e-
garded by all Iater generations as the height of hardhearted indifference.” (Dods). “See
the referénceto it in Ainos 6.: 6, and-compare & John 3: 12. It was the-sin of Cain aggza-”
vated, ‘“We often think respecting the tyrants of whom we read in-history, that they must
have been haunted by the:furtes. It is ot so; there isa worse doom for gin than, this: it
“is'that it mnkesthe -heart callons and forgetful of its presence.” (F. W.: Robextson).
tshimpolites-—Catled-also Midianites:(v. 28} and Medauites{v. 39, R, V. margin). TIshmacl
was the son of Hagar ; Medan and Mididn wefe'sons of Keturah (ch. 25+ 2), whom Abra.’
ham maorried. after Sarah’s death, su that they were tribes zelated to the sons of Jacob-ang to
- . gne another. Probably the Ishmaeclites were in friendly alliance with their cousins and
wete joined by them in commercial -enterprisés, so that all ‘three tribes'would mingle in the
, caravan, *‘Ishmaelleft his father’shouse avhen-about fourteen or fifteen years of-age. His
“ mother took him-a wife: probably when he’was eighteen, or twenty at the farthest. Heiﬁd'
:z,rfivedat the latter age-about 162 years before the date of the present occurrence, Hehad
twelve sons {ch. 25.: 13-15),.and if we allow only-four other generations, and a fivefold in-,
crbase, there will be about- 15,000 in the fifth generation.” (Murphy. Gilead—The"
“¢ hard, rocky region,” standing in-contrast-with Bashan, **the level, fertile tract,” its-com-
ion district on-the East side of the Jordan. ** Except among the hill of Galilee, and
zldng the height of Carmel, there is nothing to be.cpmpared with it as ** a:place’for cattle
(Num. 32: 1)- It abounded in'spices and aromatic gums, (Jer. 8: 223 46.» 11). The
t caravan.route from Damascus to Egypt still passes by-the site of Dothan, and the ap-
¢h-of the Ishmaelites would be-easily discernedin the distance. Spicery—The He-
w word: has.thg general meaning of “*an aromatic powder,” but was -specifically applicd
t

ragacanth, -of ** ggat's thom ” gum, yie ded by the astragalus gumifer, a native-of
M¢. Lebanon, and also foupd in Khpordistan. Balm—{(R. V. marg. ** mas c.”y Opobalsu-
mthm, a resinous gum having healing qualiids. Botamsts have not been able to identify the

icular shrub, ot tree.ngmed. 1f is mentioned again-in Jer. 8: 22. [Itispy no means
i tic-is meant. yrrh—(R. V. marg, “ladanum.”) A fragrant resin-

., C that gum |
| ous gum, collected from the ‘leaf of 4 plant of.the.rqse-family growng in-the island of Crefe
(Cistus-or Creticys). It1s found in Palestine and Arabia. Myrrh.is 06t found in Palestine,

The word used hege occurs in but ohe-other passage-(ch. 43 11) where itis.evidently ¢ of
the best fruits in.the land.” Myrrh is the product of the Balsarzoder on.myrria which is .
found in Arabia anyl the adjoining parts of Africa. Egypt—The Egyptians used large quan-
| titles of these substqnces-in.rehigious ceremontes, 1n embalming the dead, for medicina} pur-
K poses, and'as ministering to-the pleasures of the wealthy. 26. Judah said—*‘ It must,

11 be presumed that Jullah wasfunacyuanted with Reubends intenuion. The brethren were so
'V much exaited that Jidah alone could not have hoped to rescue Joseph from their hind.
The ferotity, especially, of Simeon and: Lews, 1s known to us” from their former history.
Judsh, therefore.unld think no otherwise than that Joseph must die-from hunger in the pit.
“As‘in opposition to ths, therefore, and.not.as.a counteraction.of Reuben’s attempt at deliver-
‘ance, is his proposal to be judged. He lived-snll thouph a slave. There wasa possibility
of his becoming free. He might make his escape by the caravan.route:that passed south
“- through hishome. Reuben in his tenderness had made a subtle-attempt to save him. In
the bolder E;)licy of Judah we see that.subtle attempt.crosSed by one more daring. No
doubt both had some illfeeling-towards Joseph, and, were therefore, not-capabls.-of a-mutual
and open understanding.  That both, however, preserved .a ‘better conscience than ‘the rest,

34 evident from the lates hustory.” (Lange). Conceal his blood—Could they do this?

< Sge ch. 4: 10; Job 161 8 27, Forsimilar instances ofrcowardly hypocrisy see ¥ Sant
183 173 2.Sam. 47 : 1§; 12: ¢ Judah-knew what argument alone would save Joseph's
life'and give him:a chance of escape. Monumental jnscniptions and:cagvings shew  that

| . - « '
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<lavery existed in Egypt at this time. What Egyptian bondage meant the descendents of
thése men learned' to know well,  The crime of stealing and selling 2 man was punished in
the Mosaic law by death, (Ex. z1: 16). 28, Midianites—probably a scction of the
larger caravan which as a whole was named from the tribe to which the majority belonged.
Twanty pleces—probably shekels. So also in ch. 20: 16,  This seems to have been the
price of-a boy from 5 to 20 years old. (Lev, 27: 5), A man from 20 to 60 was worth ‘5o
«shekels. ” (Lev. 27: 33 Ex. 21¢ 32).  Compare Matt. 27: 9. The price paidfor Joseph
was about $15.  This sale.is referred to in ch. 45: 53 Ps. 1052 173 Aets 7: 9. When
Joseph tells his fellow prisoners that he was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews, he
merely gives the substantial truth without betraying his brothers. 20. Rent his clothes
—* He seems designedly to have taken a circuitous route, with a view of secretly rescuing
. the poor lad from @ lingering death by starvation. (Jamieson). *‘ Reubeh was not crugl,
simply because-he was guilty of a-different class of sin. It is well for us, before we take
. cre(fit to ourselves for being free from this or:that sin, to enquire-whether it be banished by
grace or only-by another sin.” (F. W, Robertson). Refer to ch. 49: 4 *“‘unstable os
water,” or as.others-take it ‘“impetuous as-the-water-floods.” This rending of the clothes .
wasa very ancient mode of expressing grief. Job & ¢ 203 Matt. 26: 65. A rent is made
in the skirt, long or short according to the-intensity of the grief. The-time came when the
other brothers rent. their-clothes-{ch..44 : 13),. 30. The child is not—He thought the
others had carried ot their first intention. Comparech. 42t 13, 36 ; Jer. 31: 15, They,
mady not have told him the truth, but if they-did, his weak nature yielded:to circumstsnces,
and he joined them-in ,thesdec'\'eption -practised on th;:}i' father. B
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tended-to-put.a keener edge on Jacob’s-grief, nor to mock him, but was done in the thought-
fessnass of coarseminded men.” (Dods). Somé-explanation of Jacob’s non-return was nec- -
essary, and this.seemed the safest one-for themselves. 32. They sent the-coat by a mes- -
senger. It seems to be implied-that they did not have the-courage to face:their father. Had- -
they done so, the shrewd Jacob might have detected something suspicious in-their looks or
manner.  33. His-agony of-mind would.divert his-attention from any suspicious cireum-
stances:dnd theidea once.n possession of his mind would prevent his making further in-
uiry. Refer to verse 20, and Jacob’s words 23 years afterwards ch. 44: 28. Also note
31at Jacob deteived. his father. "{ch. 27). 84. Sackcloth—~The cloth of which sacks
. were, and are still, madein the East was commonly woven-of.caiel’s hair. (Rev. 6% 12).
The garments for mourners were'made of it, and ‘Were,.in extr: ‘cases wotn-next the skin,
The robe probably resembled.a sack .in:shape with-holes-for the head:and arms, and fitted
close to the-person. Sometitnes it was spread upon-the grounid and sprinkled with ashes . -
(Jer. §8: 5). Other instances of weanng sackcloth, I Kings 21 : 27; 2 Kings 6: 30} Job -
16: 15; Joel ¥ : 8; Jonah 3: 5. It was-worn also by prophels and-ascetics-generally, Isa, .
20: 2. Compare 2 Kings1: 8 with Matt. ¢: 4. 3b. His sons and daughters—
Only one daughter, Dinah, is mentioned,.and:it is unlikely that even-the callous.heayts of
the sons would have allowed thém to go'so far. They wére coarse and cuel, but not smooth
tongued hypocrites. They were probably still-at Dothan. Frpm-the expression * tose up”
“twe ‘would naturally infer that the comforters were thosé whd remained with Jacob, and
_ whom also the news.planged-info-deepest grief. Theterms vza}u,d inclugde his daunghters-in-
. law-and grand.children. So David 2 Sam. 12: i7. For 1 will go—This was the refrain
with which:he declined all theirjconsolation. *¢ Great grief is s}ill- expressed in the East by
saying, ““1 have grief'like that which Jacob felt for theloss-of Joseph.” (Dods). *“There
is doubtless something more here than grief merely for:the loss; there is.also self-reproach
for having-exposed the child to so much danger.” (Lange), The grave—R. V. in,
¢ Sheol, the name of the abode of the dead, answering to the Greek Hades Acts 23 27.
This is the first passage in which the word occurs. ({See the-Excursus-by Prof. Tayler Lewis
in Lange’s ‘Commentary here). 1t means neither the grave, i. ¢. the receptacte of dead .
-bodies, nor thegbode of lost spirits, but the place of the disembodied souls:of men, without
specifying their @ndition. Jacob really. says ** I will go.to my son mourning-Sheol-zz7d”—
‘on the way to the-unknown land. {Lewis). Each of the three patriarchs had to give wp
his Son and receive him again as from the dead®™ (Dods). 36. ‘Midianites—R. V. marg,
“ Medanites,” descendants of Medan, son of Abraham and Keturah and brother of Midian,
In ch. 39: I, Joseph is Lought from Ishmaelites, the: common_designation belng used, as
before. . As Heliopolis, or On, was-the seat of government, Joseph was ptobably offered -
.there publicly for sale. Potiphar—devoted to the sun,” of to ‘““Pharoahff’ for the
words are the same. Officer—The word ognally nieant a.eunuch, but came {to signify
any courtier, or officer in.attendance on the'king,  Captain of the guard—R. V, marg,
“ chief of the executioners,” The Septuagint renders the word “principal cook.”’ The -
voya) bodyguard were the executioners ofjthe kings sentences and these were generally death
-penalties,” ““It is manifest from-this dark chapter, that the power of sin has-mot been ex-
finguishéd in.the family of Jacob. Thename of God dogs not appear, and his hand is at .

B J‘AEOB SorrowING. 31, ““This'wasa cruebdevice. But possibly it was not e
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~ What share had Reuben Judah:in the matter? Trace the sieps in-the sin from the

" Christ’s-case as' el ¥ w}[enlly tak¢n L sl

) What did Peter say tu the Jens-as to. &hcxx,zespuxmbxhly fur the dcnl.h's;f Christ? Show the

o (Galden

' h&»eﬂ on the-text-Lovk,  The ‘Sabbath \Jj()u‘. .l‘em‘hute Eandbook 05, The Pnnciph
) zmd Prad;lu of tmad.mf.., with: p,pcd.u refefehes tu Lhe Sablbath Qd}uun, yrepared bh

. v. Te,stsofaGog&Answer. L O

thers. Nevertlgless his counsel of mercy standeth sure, and fixed is his purpose to, bnng

nt only dimly seen among the wicked designs, deeds, and devices of these unnatural
salvation to the ﬁ; race of man, by means of his special covenant with Ahrahim

_{Murphy). e ‘ )
-~ SUMMARY AND mamw R
Ty By Rev. Da. MacGnmox, B. A, Am—xms'r, N.s. -
\ f | JOSEPH SOLD INTO EGYPT. .
’ Josepha type. of Christ, The Bmther’s;Sin. . God's Proyidence.
BT % 8 i S B.S. Toey GR e
B ézoved.e ‘ %;1 uau I«m‘ Tl Il;hdximtes.
: ent. " rt er.
i gx;:led. Decepuon. - : Gdgg’g Plam.
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L. Th lesson-title? Plaa?’ Jyseph ha:,alwaya been Awkcd upun asa typﬁ of Cth -
Show-in whatrespeets.  The words-above will indicate. Dweliom the thought buggeated
by each wor & point the scholars to Chnst- . , -

2. The Brother’ s Sip. Bnng wut first uf all the cause u[ Lhen emy and: haued uf lhezr
brgther, by the-past bistury.  Shuw the uppurtunity Juseph's visit 10'them aﬂ'urded uficarry-
ing out the evil that was in-their hearts. e devil is sure Lo put temptation in the way of
men whd-are w;uugly inc ed, What did the brothers mean to-du with Joseph at first v

bepinning 1o the end, mdudd% the deveptivn pragticed-un-theis father,  Shew how one sin
Teads te another. va vne sin. makes ouxuthex netessary. . Why vas it Lhal Reuben dxd
not tell Jacobr\‘.he whole truth?

i Gud S I‘mvxden&: Show how suiking Gud's :undence lxen: ,R.eubensmtetferencn
A little time. -gained till:the dexau.tes wame u %u Id o camy out Gods plan. Take

5) wndemned; slain by men, and yet God
saved the world through him.  Daes this fact wahe the siniof the bsthers less aggravating ?

this hay on the promise ** All things work-togeth e1 for guud 1o .that love God.”
Dxd cseg‘h know at the time that-this was Wurluug for his gwd Did he s¢e na.&erwazds
ext) What is the lmon to us? 4
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Pnnc}pa.l Kxﬁdand ot’ the Toronto Normal hclmol Y Lo Ce
TELL!NG AND aues*rmnms gcugpfgn vip..f

IY Manner of Putﬁn 2 Question. o .
l".' State the.question’ io the whole class andask oneto answer. *
Z bxmulmmus questions. may 'bo nbed with young pu.pds. .

.3 Importanf. questmns ahould be asked ina yamby. of Wajﬂ;

PN
/

) '1. I Jshould ‘b full and-complete, . .
2 It shon]d be givet in. ﬂxe form of asentence. . .. . .,
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