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N CALENDAR OF HOLINESS MEETINGS.

—

Every Tuesday, at 3 p.m., at 207 Bleeker St. A hearty invitation is extended to all to
attend this meeting. Friends are free to come late or leave early when they are not
able to remain during the whole service, which usually continues for two hours.
Strangers in the city will-easily find the place by taking any Sherbourne Street car
as far as Howard St., and a very little inquiry at that point will suffice to find the
place, as it is quite near.

Brockton Methodist Church, Friday evening.

Every Saturday, at 7.30 p.m., at Dundas Street Church.

Every Shnday, at 4 p.m., at Berkeley St. Church.

Every Monday, at 8 p.m., at Queen St. Church. This is led by Dr. Ogden. 1Is well
attended, and will well repay strangers visiting the city for attending. ‘

At Summerville, at the' residence of Bro. Harris, every Tuesday evening, at 8 p.m.

Wilsonville, every alternate Monday evening, at 8 o’clock.

At Hagersville, at the residence of Erastus Hagar, every Saturday, at 8 p.ra

At Galt, at the residence of I. K. Cranston, 3 Oak Street, Sunday, 3 p.m.

THE SO-CALLED “GALT HERESY CASE.”

THis book, containing a full dccount of the trial of the Galt friends, with two re-
markable letters written by an independent onlooker, can be had by applying to J. K.
Cranston, Galt, Ont. The original price, 25 cents, has now been reduced to 10 Cexts
PER Copy, or $l 00 per dozen. Reader, can you not accomplish something in this re-
vival by dxstrmutxng some of them ? i
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HOW, WHEN AND WHERE.

You ask me how I gave my heart to Christ
I do not koow,
There care a yearning for Him in my soul
So long ago.
I found earth’s flowers would fade and die;
I wept fur something that could satisfy ;
And then—and then—scmehow I seemed to
dave
To lift my broken heart to Him in prayer;
I do not Fnow—
I cannot tell you how—
I only know
He is my Saviour now.

You ask me when I gave myheart to Christ—
T cannot tell ;
The day or just the hour I do not now
Remember well, .
It must have Leen when I was all alone
The light of His forgiving spirit shone
Into my heart, so clouded o'er with sin;
I think—T1 thiuk ’twas then I let Him in,
I do not know—
T cannot tell you when—
I only know
He is so dear since then.

You ask me where I gave my heart to Christ?
I cannot say;
That sacred place has faded from my sight
As yesterday.
Perhaps He thought it better T should not
Remember where. How I should love that
spot !
I think I could not tear myself away,
For I should want forever there to stay.
1 do not know—
T cannot tell you—where :
I only know.
He came and blessed me there.

You ask me why I gave my heart to Christ?
' I can reply ;

It is & wondrous story ; listen while
I tell you why
My heart was drawn at length to seek His
face :
I was alone—I had no resting place
I heard of how He loved wme with a love
Of depth so great, of height so far above
All human ken,
I longed such love to share
And sought it then
Upon my knees in prayer.

You ask me why I thought this loving Christ
Would hear my prayer}
I know He died upon the cross for me:
I nailed Him there !
I heard His dying cry: ¢ Father forgive !”
I saw him drink death’s cup that I might
live ;
My head was bowed upon my breast in
“shame ;
He called me, and in penitence I came;
He heard my prayer.
I cannot tell you how,
Nor when, nor where ;
Why, I have told you now.

—Sel.

“THe less emphasis you lay upon your
own works, the more will Ged lay upon
them. Those who are most righteous in
themselves are least righteous to God.”

“Hg is faithful,” etc. That which an-
swers to faithfulness is faith. If God be
faithful, He is lo be believed, trusted in,
and relied upon. He cannot deny Himself,
He abides most faithful, and is, therefore,
most securely to be relied upon by those
that are, through His grace, enabled to give,
themgelves up to Him. He desires no more;
give up yourselves to Him, and you are safe
on His part; rely upon Him, for he is faith-
ful ; He will keep what you commit to Him.
—Howe. %



THE EXPCSITOR OF HOLINESS.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

We are requested by several members
and friends of the Association to give a
full statement of the finances of the
EXPOSITOR.

There are now on the books the names
of upwards of 1,100 subscribers. A
large number of these are dcubtful as
far as pay is concerned, so much so
that they would have been droppad off
b'l:e books of other periodicals before
this.

But as our object, amongst other
things, is to circulate the EXPOSITOR,
and as the cost, after paying for the
first thousand copies, is small, they have
been retained in the belief that at least
enough will pay to cover the actual cost.

A number are sent at club rates, and
others through agents at a large reduction
in price. So it comes to pass that not
much more has been received during the
past year from the subscription list than
sufficient to meet the actual cost of
printing, which is upwards of $40 a
month.

The treasuver of the Association, as-
sisted by some friends, has for some
timepast bornetheexpense of publication,
thus leaving the proceeds from the sub-
seribers for our support. This sum has
been supplemented from time to time
by iriends, who, without solicitation,
have sent us varying amounts, as the
Lord has put it in their hearts, so that
times of pressing need have always been
met by timely supplies, and thus we
have been enabled to go on devoting all
our time to the spiritual work com-
mitted to our trust. As to future pros-
pects, we have the sawe confidence that
He who leads us all on in this grand re-
vival of New Testament holiness, will
still continue to care for the temporal as
well as the spiritual part of the work.

However, a view of the situation
from a business standpoint may be bene-
ficial. From careful consideration of
the whole subject we are thorcughly
, convinced that there is no immediate
prospect of extending rapidly the cir-
culation of the Expositor. The diffi-
culties surrounding it are just now very
exceptional. A widespread prejudice
has arisen against the very name and

teachings of the Canada Holiness As-
sociation, for causes too familiar to our
readers to need enumeration, hence it
must be evident to all that the circula-
tion of the Exrosrror must, for the
present, follow, not precede, this revival,

‘his means that its chief work will
still continue to consist in helping to
build up believers and strengthen workers
for spreading the revival. Its work con-
sists rather in drilling than in recruiting.

ANOTHER YEAR.

Again we are brought face to face
with the thoughts which the commence-
ment of another year is calculated to
originate.

Is it sufficiently noted that the charac-
ter of our Christian life lived through the
past year generally colors the forecast
of the incoming one? If the past record
is & bright one, it cannot but send its
rays of light into the mystery of coming
months, and gild them with its cheer-
fulriess. .

How confidently we can face the fu-
ture when the past conceals no ghosts
of murdered good resolutions to start up
along our future pathway! Whra we
start the twelve month. journey with
the well-done of the Master ringing in
our ears as He pronounces over the three
hundred andsixty-tive days just escaped
into eternity, what confidence of courage
instils itself in the soul to encounter
every difficulty concealed in the womb
of the future, expecting that victory,
complete victory, will be our continual
experience.

But how sombre the outlook, if the
pathway through the past year has been
fined with the tomb-stones erected over
dead and buried good resilutions. The
cry, “Oh myleanness,myleanness I’ how-
ever truthful it may be as characterizing
the experience of the past, even although
it may have in it contrition of sonl,
and another crop of * good resolutions
to start the new year with, gives but
little promise that the future shall not
be as the past, and still more abundant.

And yet it is possible to have this
doleful land of the dead bud and blossom
as the garden of the Lord. When good
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resolutions give place to present faith
in God, when the school-master’s legal-
istic whip drives the scourged soul
to Christ, and the semi-discouraged one
determines to walk in the Spirit and does
50 from the present moment, then the
light from the sun that never goes down
begins to stream along the pathway,
and the soul walks in the light as He is
in the light, and the days of mourning
over past failures and broken resolutions
are ended.

ONE DECADE GONE.

It is now fully ten years since a few
friends of holiness gathered together in
the village of DBrussels to form what
proved the first annual convention of the
Canada Holiness Association. The call
to that gathering had been made through
the Christian Guardian, and so was
attended with ample publicity, and yet
only about a half dozen ministers and
as many laymen united with the local
congregation in the series of meetings
then held. No one then present, we
presume, suspected the far-reaching and
important results to flow from that small
beginning.

During the decade ten general con-
ventions and six camp-meetings, besides
wmany local conventions and numerous
weekly meetings have been held,at which
wuch definite work has been done in
spreading the experience of hcliness as a
distinetive work of grace.

But the indirect results of our work
have been even more marked. Hach
succeeding year has witnessed a still
wider and more intense interest in the
subject of holiness, both in pulpit utter-
ance and in printed page. Two books,
besides “ Divine Guidance,” have been
issued from the press, whose origin can
be traced directly to the work of the
Association.

The trial of our Galt friends brought
the subjeet of holiness before the Presby-
terian Church as never before, and even
made the secular press, for a time, preach
holiness. There are, we believe, but few
pulpits in the land which have not dis-
cussed the subject as the indirect result
of our work. Some, indeed, do so in'a

hostile spirit, thinking to crush it out of
existence, or at all events, to check its
further growth. But “notwithstanding
every way, whether in pretence or in
truth, Christ is preached; and we therein
do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.”

Another indirect result of our work is
seen in the steady return to the simple
nomenclature of the New Testament.
Even hostile crities are captured by its
simplicity, and show an ever-increasing
tendency to substitute, for the cumber-
some superstructure which modern teach-
ing has built around, cleansing the work
of the Spirit, as described by the first
teachers of Christianity.

It is true that a very great deal of
hostile criticism has been evoked, and
serious misunderstanding engendered in
connection with the spread of this re-
vival, and the present signs are big with
the prophecy of much more in kind for
the future. But, however this is to be
deplored, as far as the authors of this
opposition are concerned, it is at the
same time an evidence of the character
and success of our labors in the Lord.

One has not inaptly called the work
of the Association the great reformation
of the nineteenth century. What refor-
matidn was ever popular? The very
fact that it is a call on men to change
makes opposition inevitable. All who
are either walking in the Spirit in the
pentecostal, that is the apostolic, sense,
or are determined so to do at all costs,
are engaged in this mighty reformation,
and must be prepared for all forms of
opposition.

Two characteristics of this revival are
now being made very prominent, viz,
simplicity of doctrine, and rectitude of
life. All doctrines connected with holy
living are embraced in receiving and
walking in the Spiri€, and the outcome
of such a work is holy living in its real,
practical form.

Naturally, the pressing these two
thoughts will awaken the antagonism of
many. Yor some are using fancied
orthodoxy of creed Jargely as their hope
of heaven, or to cover up and condone
thoughts, words or deeds in their lives
which will not endure close, searching
serutiny.  Therefore, when they will
not endure this searching process, they
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must perforce antagonize this movement
as a species of self-defence on their para
Many, however, in their opposition are
simply incited thereto by their respect
for office, or the voice of the many.

But amidst all these commotions, as
we look back over the ten years of work
done for the Master, that which prompts
chiefly to gratitude of heart is the fact
of the manifested presence of the Holy
Spirit in all the meetings of the Associa-
tion. In this respect they have met the
highest ideals of all. No human efforts
have been looked to for spiritual power,
such as gatherings around the altar,
simultaneous shoutings, or playing upon
the sensibilities of an audience, and yet
testimonies are given at the very com-
mencement of our meetings concerning
rest in God and joy in the Holy Ghost,
which are pronounced on as too strong
for the very best meetings which are
the outcome of such devices as those
above mentioned.

The permanency, too, of the work
done is a source of continued satisfac-
tion.  One minister, when warning
another against having anything to do
with this type of holiness, assured him
that when once 2 person came under its
influence it was almost impossible te re-
cover him from it.  Alas! that some
should turn one of the very strongest
arguments connected with the work of
God against it.

Not only do we rejoice over the en-
during character of the work of the
Spirit, but also in its ability to propa-
gate itself. The Holy Ghost, being no
respecter of persons, is pleased to make
all who cheerfully give Him right-of-
way in their being His temple, and so
soon as it is fully prepared He brings to
this living abode of the Trinity hungry
souls to be taught the way of God more
perfectly. Ever and anon we are in-
formed of individuals thus becoming
centres of spiritual power in their neigh-
borhoods, and gathering a compeny
around them blessed with like precious
faith. Thus noivelessly, amidst the ex-
citements of fierce and bitter antago-
nism, the work of leavening the churches
and neighborhoods with the leaven of the
kingdom of heaven is going on; and so
amidst apparent open defeat and abound-

ing antagonism we can still confidently
join in the apostle’s language, “Now
thanks be unto God who alws ;s causeth
us to triumph in Christ, and maketh
manifest the saver of His knowledge by
us in every place.”

We enter now on the second decade of
our history as an Association, and whilst
we know nothing definitely of the
future, this we do know, viz., that so
certain as God’s word cannot fall to the
ground, according to our faith it shall be
done unto us. His work will still go on
and prosper, brushing aside the cobwebs
of opposition schemes with restful ease,
just as we are true to the Holy Ghost
and walk in Him as the living law of
our lives.

ANTAGONISM FROM THE VERY
BEGINNING.

At the first convention of the Canada
Holiness Association a resolution was
passed requesting the Christian Guar-
dian to set apart one of its columns
for the work of the Association. An
editor was appointed to furnish each
week the necessary matter, subject, of
course, to the approval of the editor of
the Guardian.

It was thought that publishing our
distinetive literature in this paper would
preclude the necessity of starting an in-
dependent holiness periodical, and afford
the least occasion possible for frietion.

But this request was distinetly re-
fused, whilst in the same issue of the
Guardian, which had in it the account
of this first convention, appeared & com-
munication calling in question the pro-
priety of having any distinctive holiness
meetings.

When two years later THE EXPoSITOR
was launched, the Christian Guardian
promptly condemned it in a lengthened
editorial.  Thus, before anything dis-
tinctive in the teaching of THE ExrosI-
TOR or Association appeared, unmistak-
able opposition to it and its work was
evinced,

We draw attention fo this history at
this time to show that the antagonism
of the Guardian did not have its birth
and being at any special time in the his-
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tory of our work, but was distinet and
pronounced from its very inception.

Its last act, in publishing the lengthy
attacks of Rev. Mr. Irvine, and suppres-
sing our main reply, is in harmony with
its attitude to the work of the Associa-
tion all along. .

Certainly, such prominence given in
its columus to the writings of opponents
of our work, without permitting proper
explanations from the parties aggrieved,
‘humaaly speaking, tends to damage our
work and prevent more rapid success.
But to the eye of faith all these things
work together for good to them that

Jove God. We may properly grieve over
such intense, persistent antagonism to
our work for their sakes who do the
wrong ; but, neither in our personal rest
of soul, nor yet in our successful labors
in the Lord, need we admit to ourselves,
much less realize, failure.

We believe that this work is of God,
and is indestructible as far as outward
foes are concerned. Its only danger is
from within. If we still walk in the
Spirit we shall still, as individuals, ex-
hibit to opponents the spirit of the
Master, and in the very midst of all
opposition continue to spread Seriptural
holiness in the world.

OUR FINANCIAL STORY.

A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.

It seems only right, and due to the

friends of this magazine, to allude to
- some personal financial experiences,

especially since it is known that when
we commenced the work of editing the
Exposrtorn we were burdened with a
load of financial oblizations, from which
there seemed no escape.

The wisdom of accepting our promi-
nent place in this holiness nrovement,
under such’ entanglements, was ques-
tior.ed by many besides ourselves. But
now that these obligations have been
met, and the burden of debt lifted from
off our shoulders, it seems highly proper
that we should review the whole matter,
and publish, for the benefit of others,
the experiences and lessons gained by
this paintul ordeal,

Wg would not trouble the passing
curinsity of the reader with an account
of how we became involved in debt, and
how extricated, if there was not a dis-
tinet spiritual experience or history
running through the whole, and so link-
ing it to our present worl as to malke it
really and truly a part thereof.

When teaching the St.Thomas High
School the su' jeet of tithing our income
was pressed upon our attention strongly,
and the convietion came to us that it
was a duty incumbent on all Christians.
We thought and prayed much over the
matter, but the outcome was, as is too
often the case, a compromise. We ad-
mitted the obligation.” But in consider-
ation of the fact that a large part of our
income was given to relatives needing
our assistance, we judged it right only
to tithe that part which we ourselves
used. . ‘

But, even then, we were surprised to
find that the amount set apart for the
Lord was greatly in advance of fotmer
years, and so decidedly exceeded the
givings of others that, simply to prevent
unpleasani conspicuousness, we had to
conceal from the public much of what
we then gave.

The tinte spent in the ministry on pro-
bation secured for us so small an income
that the ordinary claims on benevolence
exceeded the tenth of the income re-
ceived, so there was no conflict with
conscience on this score during these
four years.

But, when again we were foreed to re-
turn to the school-room and a teacher’s
salary, then the old battle on the subject
of tithing was revived. To add to the
difficulties ¢f its settlement were now
the claims of a family. Like the vast
majority of Christinns, we hesitated and
temporized for a time. Bubt God eame
to our help, and by a strangs mistake on
our parf, permitted us, for six months,
whilst teaching in the town of Milton,"
to have ourincome reduced to the swall
sum of five hundred dollars per annuin.

Whilst in this unplcasant position,
and meditating a rcmoval, suddenly,
whilst in the secret closet of prayer, the
maiter of reduced income seemed to enn-
nect itself so distinetly and vividly with
our failure to titie, that we took ovr
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account-book and then and there epded
the controversy by arranging our books
so that a tenth of our income from every
source should be given to the Lord’s
work.

We would emphasize the fact that we
so worded our contract as to shut out all
fusure controversies concerning house
rent, necessary or extraordinary ex-
penses, We simply made it mean a
tenth of every dollar received as income
for the year.

The next six months our income
doubled, and the next it was three times
as large, so we had the pleasure for two
or three years of giving away one hun-
dree and fifty dollars per annum, and
this without having to change our place
of abode. We leave it to the reader to
connect this fact of increase directly
with the settlement of the question of
tithing, or to treat it as °a simple coin-
cidence.

At the close of our teaching in the
towrfof Milton, this being brought about
by the extinction of the Hizh School,
owing to achange in the school luw, a
peculiar spiritual experience was realized,
the wisdom of relating which will be
questioned by many. But as we believe
it is directly identified. with our after
financial history, we are not at liberty
to leave it out. .

When planning to secure another
school, whilst in private prayer, a dis-
tinet conviction came to us that we
should remain in Milton, and continue
the private boarding academy which we
had connected with the High School.
So vivid was this intimation that we
unhesitating'y promised compliance as
if to an in.dividual contracting witl: us
and promising  to secure for us all
needed success. '

At the same period, or a few months
previously, we had submitted to &
change of diet, which, in the coming
year, accomplished its intended object,
viz., the removal of the throat disease
which had made necessary our retire-
ment from theactive work of theministry.
However, the two things did not connect
themselves in our mind' at that time as
having any bearing the one on the other
as they have since. _

When we began to think more care-

fuliy over the situation, away from the
closet of prayer, it began to look to us
as of the essence of fanaticism to con-
tinue the school without th: legislative
grants, on the sole ground of an impres-
sion or conviction, coming to us on our
knees, without carefd]l examination into
surrotinding circumstances. It was the
old, and yet ever fresh battle, of divine
guidance wversus reason and common
sense.

True, had we been assured by some
such token as Peter received when
escorted from prison by a real angel, that
it was really and truly the voice of the
Spirit calling us to fly in the face of
reason and common sense in our busi-
ness life, we would have taken all risks
and remained. But to stake all our
financial interests on a simple conviction
rushing into our minds whilst in the act
of devotion, when everythingelse in our
surrouandings spoke a different language,
seemed, the more we examined into the
subject, savoring of the extravagant and
dangerous, and calculated, not only to -
lead us off into the unknown regions of
fanaticism, but likely to damage the
cause of religion through us.

We remark here, also, that the three
previous years of our life were the
brightest in our religious history up to
that time. We were conscious of having
power in prayer beyond our previous
experierices, frequently having answers
to definite petitions after a remarkable
manner. Our home, too, was the spirit-
ual birthplcc2 of many, whilst the sub-
jeet of holiness, as a distinctive experi-
ence, subsequent to conversion, was -
made prominent, and was further helped
by a holiness meeting held under our
own roof.

It will then be readily uaderstood
that it was no light battle we fought
when deciding concerning remaining or
leaving Miton under these circum-
stances ; and when we decided to leave, it
was not in a cohsciously rebellious
spirit, but as having arrived ata conclu-
sion which o vs seemed eminently sabis-
factory—a conclusion which, be it re-
marked, did not secure for us one mo-
ment of conscious eondenmation when
hefore God in meditation and prayer.

We deliberately decided that the char-

L4
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acter of our surrounding providences
was more certainly the voice of the
Spirit to us than any conviction which
should come to us suddenly, whilstat
prayer, that in leaving we were following
the dictates of prudence, whilst to have
remained would have been danger uhead,
not only to finance but also to religious
life and usefulness.

Having settled this whole matter after
this wise, solid manner, we saspect we
were then in a position to criticise sharply
the fanaticism in the teachings of the
Canada Holiness Association had it then
existed.

To strengthen our faith as to the
rightness of the course we had adopted,
an opening immediately appeared in the
town of Thorold, and thither we removed
our private academny, and accepted the
head-mastership of the High School of
that place. We gratefully recognized
the hand of God in this thing, and cheer-
fully took up the work which fell to us
in that place. Thus farall seemed pros-
perous. :

Whilst on & visit to a brother-in-law
living in North Orillia, we bought a lot
of land neighboring to his farm, upon
which was situated a large quantity of
pine, it being evident that the pine
could, in the present state of the lummber
market, be made to pay for the land.
The second year's payment was easily
secured by the sacrifice of - small por-
tion of the lumber, and -his fact induced
us conjointly to purchase more similar
land, and arrange for exvensive lumber-
ing operations the following year. One
partner being on the ground, and having
considerable experience and success in
this work, we did not look upon the
venture as even bordering upon the
nature of a speculation, even when we
found it necessary to borrow consider-
able money to purchase the second lot
of land and to prepare for luiabering oz
an extensive scele, seeing we had at the
time of borrowing at least twice the
value of the amount borrowed in assets.

All this went on smoothly and pros-
perously. Our calculations were fault-
less, with one sxcr ption—we did not take
into account wne break which oc-
curred in the lumber market of the
world shortly after our arrangements

were completed. When this universal
crash in the lumber market took place
we not only lost what lumber had been
prepared for market, but the cost of its
production and all that had been paid on
our land.

The failure was complete, and so, after
losing about a thousand dollars, the
savings of years, we found ourselves
personally responsible for all the losses
of the firm, amounting to not far from
two thousand dollars.

Recently, when conversing with Rev.
T. S. Linscott, the author of “The Path
of Wealth,” we suggested to him that
our experience of tithing was excep-
tional, tor it was whilst honest in devob-
ing to the Lord His full tenth that we
had suffered, not only the loss of-all, but
had become burdened with the debts of
others. He adm’tted that ours was the
first case of the kind. He said he had
Hlooded the country with circulars ask-
ing for onz such instance, and that
another party had acted in a similar
manner in the United States, but hitherto
no ex ' .iple of one tithing having failed
financially had been heard from.

However we now mention the fact,
not to weaken the force of the argu-
ments which recommend tithing, but
because we are copscious that we now
fully understand our exceptional experi-
ence, and know that it does in no way
oppose the general rule of prosperity
connected with income tithing.

At this time occurred an incident in
our spiritual experience which now for
the first time we feel at liberty to refer
to in public.

Stunned by the suddenness and magni-
tude of the blow, our first ‘housht was
to inquire of God the meaning of it all.
For this purpose we spent the first day
we could secure in fasting and prayer.
To us it seemed to threaten the whole
edifice of our faith in religion, for we
had been thoroughly conscientious in
the whole business; had brought every
transaction before God in prayer, and
never had felt freer in engaging in any
venture. We not only had continued
tithing, but expected, if successful in
this business, to give more than a tenth.
Not the slightest doubt had been enterx-
tained when borrowing moaey but that
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it was the proper thing to* do; and now
to have the prospect, for years ahead,
perhaps for the wholeof our life, of feeling
that parties who had entrusted their
money to us could not only not recover
the principal, but pos “Lly not even the
interest, scemed more than we could
possibly endure.  So we spent the hours
of that day in a hand-to-hand fight con-
cerning doubt as to the very existence
of any intelligent oversight on the part
of God of our life. Toward the close
of the day therc came to us the convie-
tion, like a voice communicating with
dur inner consciousness, in these words :
“Some souls shall gain heaven by this
severe trial throngh which I am calling
you to pass.” This communication we
received as from Heaven, and immedi-
ately entered into soul-rest concerning
the mysteries of this perplexing pre °1-
dence, a rest unbroken during all these
years, although keenly appreciating ali
the sorrow connected with the fierce dis-
cipline, a rest, be it here remarked, which
in no sense paralyzed our exertions to
extricate ourselves from debt.

We need not weary the reader with
the eomparatively truitless, though some-
times alisost frantic, exertion, we made
to be free, until hopeless and exhausted,
we gave over the effort and settled
down to endure through life this our
greatest affliction.

Several years after, when about to
close a private academy in {he town of
Georgetown, seeing all the surroundings
pointed to that as the proper ending of
our efforts to establish a permanent
college there, a similac experience to that
almost forgotten one at Miiton, was ex-
perienced. For whilst at prayer con-
cerning the whole matter, suddenly a
conviction came to us that we should
remain, and continue the school under
certain well define-l stipulaticns.

It was now that the former experi-
ence eame to us in ail its freshness, and
connected with itself the financial dis-
aster which speedily followed it It
now seemed to us that all these things
dovetailed into the expetience now being
realized, and that the success or failure
of our life hung on the decision to be
arrived ab. What wondes, then, that we
took ample time to investigate thor-

oughly and decide intelligently. After
days of prayer and thourhtful examina-
tion of the whole suhject of divine
guidance ; after an appeal to Heaven
for light and for clear instruction from
the Bible with unwearied investigation.
of the written word, we were forced to
the conclusion that it was not only righs,
Lut it was eminently wise, “to commnit
all thy ways to the Lord” Hence, asa
result, we abandoned ourselves to the
guidance of che Holy Spirit as the one
and only law of life, not as an experi-
ment, but forlife, leaving the resuls, if’
need be, to be judged of in a future
world.

Then we had clear knowledge of the
perplexing problem of our financial life.
God was leading us into this very ex-
perience, and utilizing as discipline the
keenast form of trial for this purpose.
Now we do not hesitate to connect our
failure to follow the Holy Spirit at
Milton with the sharp discipline of
financial failure.

But, it may be asked, did full, com-
plete obedience to the Spirit secure im-
mediate freedom from debt? By no
means. The trial was to be utilized for
the benefit of others. But so soon as it
was made evident that God could make
use of one so oppressed by debt as not
to be able fo even meet the annual in-
terest, as the apparent leader in this
holiness movement, and cause it to over-
come all obstacles and secure assured
success, then He raised up one whom He
could trust with the responsible work
of removing the burden “ That no flesh
should glory in his sight.”

When at the approach of the second
convention of the Association we began
to realize the conspicuous place that the
President of the Association was likely
to be, we shrank back from it with all
the force of our nature. To occupy
such o position of prominence and be
hopelessly involved in debt, seemed to
us to be the height of absurdity, o we
spent hours in prayer, asking for the
privilege of refusing any office whatever
in the Association. It was wlilst thus
pleading with God that we were clearly
made to feel that our own personal sal-
vation depended on our holding our
peace and accepting unquestioningly the
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action of the Association as right in our
case, and so we have gone on with our
work from that time to this, realizing
that not only the welfare of others but
our own personal safety was connected
with perfect, unquestioning obedience
in whatever position the Guide should
place us.

Now that He in His own time has
seen fit to release us from the heavy
burden of debt, we join with friends in
sincere thanks to the Giver of all good,
asking them to unite with us in aserib-
ing the praise of this, as of every good
.work, to the bountiful Lord; remarking,
however, that had He seen best to have
us carry the load for many years to
come we could, as in the past years, have
still said with Paul, ©I have learned in
whatsoever state I am therewith to be
content. I know both how to be abased
and how to abound.”

However, in concluding our story, we
wish it understood that we tell it not
only as a source of relief and satisfac-
tion to friends, but also and more es-
pecially as paving the way for consider-
able writings on the subject of finances
in their connection with individual ex-
periences concerning the work of the
Spirit.

TITHING.

There is one fundamental law con-
nected with this subject which is incor-
porated in the present dispensation of
the Spirit, viz,, that God has first claim
on ovr incomes. When the Holy Spirit
calls on us to contribute of our substance
for any given object, whether to meet the
temporal wants of suffering humanity,
or the nceds of those who are in spiritual
darkness, He comes to us as our Sover-
eign demanding His rights as first claim-
ant on all our possible resources.

He who parades before Him the great
necessities of self or dependents, or the
fears of the future, treats Him as a
tyrant, and immediately forfeits all
confidential relations. As Abraham,when
called of God to sacrifice Isaac, rendered
prouapt obedience, putting not forward
natural affection, nor yet the apparent
conflict between the different communi-
cations of Jehovah, as excuses for diso-

bedience, or tardy reluctant, compliance
with the revealed wishes of heaven, so
we are called to the same attitude of
prompt, cheerful acquieseznce in every
revealed direction from the Spirit.

The Gospel thought of beneficence is
not met, when, after having made pro-
vision for all necessities, we come to the
Holy One for direction as to how we
shouid expend the surplus in the world’s
charities, but we hold ourseives in readi-
ness to measure out from our store of sup-
plies whatever He may direct as the first
claim, before we use aught upon our-
selves.

What fraction of our resources this will
be—whether a tenth, & fifth, or a third—
is not distinctly revealed, nor is such a
law needed, seeing we have the Guide
Divine always with us to regulate all
our benefactions. However, we will
venture the thought that that Christian
who embraces the law of the Gspel to
avoid parting with even so small a sum
as one-tenth of all, if he examines him-
self carefully, will find that he is simply
using the creed concerning the law of
the Spirit as a cloak for covetousness.
It does seem but reasonable that for our
own good He will at least exact that
much of our resources.

Ang, after all, it will be well to re-
member that parting with money is one
of the best, if not the best test of loyalty
to our King, and generally the hottest
battle over real surrender to God is con-
cerning meney or money’s worth. dany
a man who has gladly heard the word
of pentecostal truth, and accepted the
Holy Spirit to walk in Him, has met his
first failure over the money question—
the simple presentation of a subseription
list having been sufficient to destroy his
faith in the guidance of the Spirit—
whilst some have Dbecome established
only after repeated falls at this point.

Just look closely at the matter, and
the reason why this should be will soon
become apparent. For the whole ques-
tion of the absolute surrender of all our
financial resources meets us on the sim-
plest occasion for giving. This ocecasion
may suggest the fact that the Lord may
think it best for us to give more or less
than we were accustomed to give. The
temptation may now be upon us to fear
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that He might ask us to give beyond
our means, it it were left absolutely to0
Him; or so much less than former gifts,
as to excite the remarks of others on our
apparent niggardliness. Hence, to leave
the question as to amount in His hands,
absolutely, is to be possibly told to give
from nothing up to all that we have. It
is, then, just here that the whole far-
reaching subject of the guidance of the
Spirit in our finances meets us in & prac-
" tieal, workable form.

It is one thing, therefore, to sing

unctiously with the congregation:
¢ Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite de I withhold,”
and quite another to face the hard, pro-
saic fact of actual giving, not knowing
but that if the sum to be given is left
completely to be pronounced on by the
Holy Spirit, it may far exceed former
notions of giving, or be so small as to
compromise us in the eyes of valued
friends. ’

And yet he who shrinks from this
practical, decisive, tcst can only at best
prattle about divine guidance—his tes-
timony thereafter becomes “as sounding
brass or a'tinkling eymbal.”

But when such tests are met in the
Spirit of the Gospel, that is, where
such implicit, loving confidence in the
character and wisdom of the Godhead
exists as to leave it to Him to decide the
amount, certain that His guidance in this
thing will be the best possible for all
concerned, even if it should make such
large demands on present resources as to
seemingly jeopardize all the future, or
forfeit for the present the good opinion
of friends ; then it is that giving becomes
a real means of grace, and the rapture of
the act connects it really and truly with
the time of consciously accepting the
Holy Ghost to walk in Him forever.

Beloved, let us not think it strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try
us in money matters, as though some
strange thing had happened us. But
the rather let us take joyfully the spoil-
ing of our goods when He, in whose
hands are all the treasures of the uni-
verse, calls for sacrifice at our hands.

He who fights to a-successful issue
this mighty money-battle on the line of
the constant presence and guidance of

the Spirit, will have no difficulties about
the law of tithing; for him the law of
the Spirit will have superseded this
legal requirement, not by destroying it,
but by enabling him through the Spirit
to fulfil its spirit. .

If any one can imagine such a follower
of Christ falling below the tithing pro-
portion, taking his life as a whole, then
may he vaunt legalism as superior to
the law of the Spirit; then, too, might
he have some grounds for his fears that
the example of Christ under the Spirit’'s
teaching is a poorer incentive to benefi-
cence than the Jewish laws, flamed out
at Sinai.

But have not many made the law of
the Spirit an excuse for stinginess? Cer-
tainly, and many more will; and we
doubt not but that from time to time
some who accept the Spirit in all His
offices to walk in Him, when met by the
tests and teachings which will be multi-
plied and become more and more search-
ing in the Association, will be unable to-
abide them, and thus the hollow nature
of their profession being discovered to
them, if not willing to stand complete in
Christ in this thing, they will be weeded
out from among their brethren, even if
that weeding process should threaten all
forms of trouble. '

Paul wrote a grand truthin the words.
“the love of money is the root of all
evil,” therefore, unless this selfish love is
utteriy uprooted by the work of the
Spirit, and gives place to a preferential
love for God, in vain does one essay to-
walk in the Spirit.

The great apostle further declares that
no covetous man shall inherit the king-
dom of God. That is, to be practieal, no-
man who does not yield absolutely to
the guidance of the Spirit, after the sort
above indicated, can remain in this
spiritual kingdom. They may begim
well, and show some joyous acts of obe-
dience, but so soon as the thorns and
briars which grow from love of money as
seed, spring up, they become unfruitful.

But they who yield gladly to every
claim of the Spirit, in this as in all other
matters, possess the peace and joy of
Christ in this world, no matter what the
apparent sacrifices through which they
may be called to pass.
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EXPOSITION.

“Not that I have aiready attained, or am
already made perfect : but I press on if so be that
I may apprehend that for which also I was appre-
hended by Christ Jesus, Brethren, I count not
myself yet to have apprehended : but one thing I
do, forgetting the things which are behind, and
stretching forward to the things which are before,
£ press on toward the goal, unto the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us there-
fore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded.”—
Purr. jii. 12-15.  °

Most Christians interpret this much-
quoted and apparently puzaling passage
so as to be in harmony with their indi-
vidual experience. And,indeed, we pre-
sume that that is about our attitude
toward it. The fact that Paul both
disclaims and claims perfection in the
same paragraph apparently invites such
license in 1ts criticism.

Nothing can be clearer than the fact
just noted, viz, that the apostle main-
tains that he is not perfect, and then
assumes that he is. Hence it is abso-
lutely certain that the word “perfect”
cannot have the same definition in
either case, for this would be tantamont
to claiming the impossible, yes, even the
unthinkable.

This fact at once rules out the passage
as to its ability to teach dogmatic
theology on the subject of Christian per-
fection. It is like adding the same
quantity to both sides of an equation—
the equilibrium is retained, the one part
still offsets the other, and nothing is
gained. :

But when we pore over the passage,
looking for identities or correspondences
to our own walk with God, then thereis
both utility and beauty in the apostle’s
testimony. Like him, we can rejoice in
being consciously perfect, that is, walk-
ing in the righteousness of the law
blameless, and yet always realizing that
in comparison with what is yet to be
revealed, as we are being changed from
glory to glory by the Spirit, that we
know nothing perfectly, but are ever on
the stretch to grow up into Him, our
Living Head, in all things.

This comparison, or rather identifica-
tion, of experience, we maintain, should
exist Letween the apostle and the weak-
est follower of Christ. It does always
exist when the believer, like Paul, accepts

the Holy Ghost in the New Testament
sense and walks in Him from year to
year as his teacher, empowerer and guide
in all things.

DIVINE GUIDANCE.

BY REV. JAMES HARRIS.

The Christian needs guidarce. He who
could undertake to walk the road from she
land of darkness to the home in heaven with-
out daily feeling his need of, and earnestly
seeking the guidance in all things of his
Heavenly Father, would be presumptuous,
and would certainly make many a misstep.

Divine guidance promised: “J will in-
struct thee, and teach thee in the way,”
says Jehovah. The guidance of His children
is so precious to Him and so vital to them,
that He will delegate the work to no inferior
being. The promise indicates the mode in
which He will do it. Tustruet, teach, counsel
—leave thée free, yet always give thee
counsel. There shall be no compulsion. It
shall not be as the pilot guides a ship,
which has nowill. Nor as the rider guides
the horse, by bridle and by whip ; but as the
loving father guides his trustiug child—by
instructing, teaching and counselling. This
promised divine guidance will be uninter-
mitted, “With Mine eye upon thee.” It
will be special, or it will be ordinary, as we
may need There are times and cirgum-
stances when special divine guidance is not
needed ; when the faculties with which our
Heavenly Father has endowed us are suffi-
cient, or the light already shining on us or
around us ample, for our gnidance. The man
who every day for many years has journeyed
from his home in the country to his place of
business in the city, needs nor toseek a guide
every time to accompany him in order to
keep him from going astray. And worse
than foolish would it be for him to close his
eyes and refuse to use his power of observa-
tion because a friend had promised to be his
guide whenever he needed one. Persons
would say of such a one : Instead of seeking
a guide, thou oughtest thyself to be a guide
to others.

1. A Christian will not need special guid-
ance about those things which God has
already given plain directions in His Word.
For instance, in reference to divorce or poly-
gamy He cannot tell us to do, by His Spirit
shining upon our hearts, anything which He
has speciaily forbidden us to do by the same
Spirit in His Word. If a man, therefore,
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received a very strong impression that he

. was to put away his fuithful wife and marry
another womau, it would be so contrary to
the Spirit teaching in the Word as to make
it certain that the impression was from
Satan and not from God. So if he were to
receive an impression that he was to steal, or
tell a lie, or commit murder, he would know
whence it came.

2. A Christian will not need special divine
guidance on those subjects upon which his
own natural senses or powers of mind are
sufficient ; as, for instance, to find out how
much nine times forty-six are, or on subjects
of science, as to know how farit is to the sun,

Neither will a Christian need divine guid-
ance on those things upon which his felldw-
men are amply able to instruch him. X

- may need to know the main facts of the
history of my country, as to who was its
tirst president, or who framed its constitu-
tion; but it would be absurd for me to pray
for special divine teaching to give me this
knowledge. Rather let me study the history
of my country. .

Again, a Christian will not seek divine
guidance upon things not at all necessary for
him to know, I might wish, to know the
exact age of Satan, or how long the world
will last ; but should I seek divine gnidance
to tell me, God would say, “ What is that
to thee? Tollow thou me.”

But there are ways that ecach Christian
. has to brave that no one has trod before.
There is a knowledge that he constantly
needs that no book, not even the Bible, can
give him. There is a work for him to do in
which no one can instruct him but God Him.
self. There, where even the Bible fails, and
the example of our Lord gives no light, and
his feliow-Clristians have no experience, and
all help fails, there the Holy Spirit comes
in with His guiding eye and makes the dark
path light, and the untrodden way plain.
Thus Spirit-guided, Jesus sees His way into
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil;
and Paul sces his way through labyrinths of
difiiculties to plant the standard of the cross
in distant lands, or to return to Jerusalem
where bonds and imprisonment awaited him.
And Luther sees his way to nail up his thesis
in protest against the heresies of Rome.
And Wesley sees his way to renounce his
father’s living at Epworth, and to spend his
whole life in preaching a full salvation in
the highways and hedges of Great Britain,
untis he fills the whole Iind.with evangelical
truth, and commissions and ordains Coke to
organize in America the church which
should, within a century, be the foremost

church of Protestant Christendom. And
William Taylor sees his way to plant self-
sustaining missions in India, South America
and Africa. And another Taylor te found
his Central China Mission. And what more
shall we say. It is common sense to follow
His guidance. Moses followed it when it
led him into the wilderness and into the
Red Sea ; Noah before him followed it when
he built a huge ship far away from the sea
or any river; Daniel followed it when he
chose five stones out of a brook and essayed
to fight Goliath. It ever leads us right,
though sometimes our judgment, and the
Jjudgment of others, may oppose it. It may
seem to be contrary to common sense, and
contrary to universal advice. Yet when He
who guides is Jehovah, His common sense
is as vastly superior to ours as His power is
greater.

Oh, to have the wisdom to know when to
look for this special guidance, and the close
and intimate communion with Him that en-
ables us at once to see the light or to hear
the voice, and know that it is His; a: d the
bumble faith that never falters to obey it;
and the holy courage that dares the impos-
sible with the contidence that all things are
possible to Him with whom we have to do.
Then shall His kingdom come, and His will
be done on earth even as it is ih heaven.—
Divine Life.

REMARKS.

Why end up this clear and satisfactory
article on divine guidance with a gener-
alized prayer which seems to imply that
the writer and his hearers are lacking,
and t{hat, therefore, it must be a very
rare gift to have the power of knowing
just when to seek for divine guidance?
Why not commit this way, amongst all
our ways, to Him that He may dirvect?
Is it a strain upon Christ’s description of
the Holy Ghost to make them say thab
He, the Guide and Teacher, will make
known to the Christian, who walks in
the Sjivit, just when and how to accepb
the guidance of the Spirit ?

Granted that it is not, then simple faith
makes that avhich the writer sighs for
immediately accomplished — then His
kingdom has come and His will is done
on earth even as it is in heaven.

Strange that the writers in Divine
Life will permit such an experience
to be the burden of a sigh, or the object
of a prayer, nay, will even permit it to
be described minutely ip its pages as s

/
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possible and much-to-be-desired good,
but the moment one of God’s servants
testifies with glad specch that their
prayer is answered in their life by the
year, that they really and truly have
done the will of God on earth during
the past twelve months, even as it was
done in heaven, immediately the cry of
danger ahead is raised on general prin-
ciples.

Strange logic which proves a thing
practicable and desirable, but pronounces
against any claim to its accomplishment
on the ground of its being impossible !

Onr clear, pnequivoeal testimony is,
that whilst during several years past we
have used our common sense and reason
after the pattern of this article, we have
in every instance where conscious or
revealed guidance of the Spirit was
needed, not failed both to know of the
need and realize its obtainment. Hence
it follows, even according to the final
sentence of the- article, that we have
done His will all these years even as
that will is done in heaven.

If this writer has the same record for
the past year he will, he must, rejoice
with us in our common experienge.
Whilst the editors of Divine Life in
sanctioning the article cannot, if in like
experience, refrain from joining in the
fellowship meeting of kindred souls.

But if all or any of them have not
this record to look back upon, they will
be most illogical if they diseard our
testimony on general principles. They
should the rather be driven to study the
powers and character of the Holy Ghost,
a$ portrayed by Jesus Christ, to see if
they may not teach this subject of divine
guidance by example as well as by
precept.

“Itis the distinction of a religion that
the soul adheres by faith to a Being out
of itself, and lays itself recumbently on
causes which are not in its.own superin-
tendence. Self-culture has indeed noth-
ing to do with religion, whatsoéver be
its aim, bowever sacred the cause we
apply ourselves to, until we begin to
deposit our soul, so to speak, in God,
and in forms of exercise and feeling
that are offered to us by Him"—AH.
Bushnell.

ENJOYING REPROACH FOR
CHRIST.

When John Wesley became an out-
door preacher, in 1739, and was forced
to go into other men's parishes, Mr. Har-
vey, a former member of the “Holy
Club,” and a minister of the Establish-
ment, wrote to him, remonstrating
againsk his conduct, asking how it was
that he “assembled Christians who were
not of his charge to sing psalis, and
pray, and hear the Scriptures ex-
pounded, and that, too, in other men’s
parishes.” Mr. Wesley replied : “I look
upon all the world as my parish,” and
insists that in whatever part of it he
may-happen to be, “ib is right, meet,
and his bounden duty to declare unto all
who are willing to hear the glad tidings
of salvation.” Mr. Wesley’s letter to
Harvey closed with these remarkably
searching words :

“If you ask, * How this can be 2 How
can any one do good, of whom men say
all manner of evil?’ I will put you in
mind (though you once knew this, yea,
and mueh established me in that great
truth) the more evil man says of me for
my Lord’s sake the more good He will
do by me. That it is for His sake, [
know, and He knoweth, and the event
agreeth thereto; for He mightily con-
firms the words I speak, by the Holy
Ghost given them that hear them. I
fear you have herein made shipwreck of
the taith. I fear, « Satan, transferred as
an angel of light, hath assaulted you,
and prevailed also. I fear that offspring
of hell, worldly or mystic prudence, has
drawn you away from the simplicity of
the Gospel. How else could you ever
conceive that the being ‘reviled and
hated of men’ should make us less fit
for our Master's service 2 Howelse could
you ever think of ‘ saving yourselves and
them that hear you,” without being * the
tilth and offscouring of the world 2’

“To this hour is the Scripture true.
And I herein rejoice, yea, and will re-
joice. Blessed be God, I enjoy the re-
proach of Christ. O may you also be
vile, exceedingly vile, for His sake ! God
forbid that you should ever be other
than generally scandalous; I had almost
said universally. If any man tells you
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there is & new way of following Christ,
‘he is a liar,and the truth is not in him.”

This is the spirit that made John
‘Wesley what he was, and what he is.
No man was more vilified, and none
more highly honored of God. Had he
surrendered to brickbats and rotten
eggs; had he yielded to showers of
abuse from pulpit, press and stage; had
he unwisely heeded the urgent appeals
of his own friends, like Mr. Harvey,
what would have been the results? No
.one can estimate the consequences.

The spirit which moved Wesley to
such heroic deeds is the need of the
Church to-day—a spirit that dares to
be true to God, though hell rage, ard
earth roar, and misguided good meh ery,
“Be sweeb! be sweet!” Men of God!
be too wise to be cheated by that
“worldly prudence ” which Wesley calls
“the offspring of hell,” and be tno brave

.to cower before earth’s battalions or
hell’s legions. A name cast out as evil
for Christ’s sake, means, in the end, a
crown, kingdom, and everlasting life.
We hail the reproach, and humbly ac-
cept the reward.—Christian Witness.

REMARKS.

How history repeats itself. We pre-
sume if the Christian Witness had been
published in Wesley’s day, these, Wes-
ley’s words, would not have found admis-
:sion into its columns,if used in a reply
to some Bro. Harvey’s “Danger Ahead”
article. Certainly not, seeing the lan-
-guage is vastly more vigorrus and out-
spoken than the comparatively mild lan-
guage used by the “ Canadian criticised.”

But now Wesley is in his sepulture,
and it is in order to garnish his resting-
place, and stone ther who imitate h m
And thus it will be to the end.

Ir I could obtain a true likeness of the
face of Jesus Christ as man, I should pre-
serve it as a very precious treasure. Never-
theless, I should always esteem the meanest
Christian far beyond such a portrait. For
A real Christian is a better representation of
Jesus Christ than any picture.—4non.

REeaDpING is good, and learning is good ;
but, above 2all, anointing is necessary—that
anointing thut teacheth all things.— Bernard.

THE PRESENCE AND POWER OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT.

THE REV. H. M. PARSONS, D.D., TORONTO.

In the recent conference of the British
Y.M.C.A. at Dublin, this theme occupied
the tirst half day of the general meeting.
The “indwelling of the Spirit,” was
urged as an indispensable qualification
and pre-requisite for service ; that there
can be no ultimate success or satisfaction
apart from this conscious possession.”
In accord with this sentiment Rev.
Andrew Murray, in the ,preface to his
admirable little work, “The Spirit of
Christ,” has these most timely worda:
“ I have strong fears—I desire to say it
in deep humility—that in the theology
of our churches, the teaching and lead-
ing of the Spirit of Truth, the anointing,
which alone teacheth all things, has not
the practical recognition which a Holy
God demands, which our Saviour meant
Him to have. If the leaders of our
church- thought and chureh-councils, if
our professors of theology, and ogr com-
mentators, if our ministers and students,
oyr religious writers and workers, were.
all fully conscious of the fact, that in
every thing that concerns the Word of
God, and the Church of Christ, and the
work of saving love to be done on the
earth in the name of Christ, it was
meant that the Holy Spirit should have
the same distinet and supreme place of
honor that He had in the chureh of the
Acts of the Apostles, surely the signs of
that honor given and accepted, the
marks of His holy presence would be
clearer, His mighty works more mani-
fest.”

We are now in the seascn of com-
mencing anew the spécific ~work of
instruction in our theological colleges,
and the special services of our churches
in Sabbath-schools and missions. In the
nature of the case, the next six months
will enlist a greater number of Christian
workers of all classes than have been
employed, or could have been in the
past six months. It may not be, there-

fore, an unwise thing to prs the

thought which is the theme of this
article,
It should be a time of searching for
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all of us. For if we started in the
wrong way, the blessing needed will not
attend our works. In the conference, to
which we alluded above, Rev. Henry
Montgomery, Belfast, put the following
searching personal questions:—(1) How
much do we know of private prayer?
(2) What do we know of our Bible?
(8) How aboutourzeal? (4) How litjle
we value souls? (5) How little com-
munion we have?

These questions are familiar to all
true workers. Doubtless often they are
asked, and answered honestly. But is
there not danger of overlooking the
very nature of this presence and power
of the Spirit? How often are the
entire services of a most interesting
meeting, in which Christ and the Serip-
tures are the only subject, conducted
without the least reference to the Holy
Spirit by name? How often do we
hear sermons and prayers in which there

"~ seems no consciousness of His presence ?

In a small tractate on “Sanctification,”
by Prof. Henry Drummond, the sub-
stance of an earnest address at North-
field, Mass., the name of the Holy Spirit
does not occur. His existence as a per-
son, or His place in the believer as a
I am
fully aware of the explanation that will
be given in all these cases, namely:
That we are so dependent on the Spirit
for-help and breath and power, that His
presence and office is recesssarily assured,
and, of course to be understood as ac-
cepted in all we say of Christ, of the
Word, and of Christian work. This is
the unvarying statement of those who
regard the Spirit as merely an emana-
tion from God, and simply an effect or
influence exerted upon the mind as the
atmosphere affects our bodies. But we
regard the Holy Spirit as a person, who
is capable of responding to our thoughts
and words, and of impressing our spirits
as human persons do. Thisis the mean-
of the creed as stating the doctrine of
Scripture. This is the language usually
employed in prayer and in meditation
upon the truth of His existence, office
and presegce in the Church. Have we
nob under the above explanation, not-
wishstanding the form of some words

nsed, lost sight of His personality ? Is

not the absence of His name, and of such
regard and treatment as we usually pay
to most distinguished persons, evidence
of the neglect to pay due honor to Him?
Is not the lack of answers to the many
prayers for revival, for quickening, for
enlichtening, due to the fact that these
prayers have never been received from
Him ? If in the brief record of the
primitive Church He is named more
than forty times, and in the pastoral
epistles as many more, the personal pres-
ent Intercessor and Comforter taking
the place of the absent Lord, may we not
err and mistake in not giving Him the
same place in our personal study and
preparation for work ? Will not the
individual habit and practice become
apparent in our lives? And when we
come to the imperative duty of conse-
cration, must not the very life of all
surrender, and of all obedience flow
from His personal indwelling in the
renewed heart?  And if so, must we not
be occupied more with Him and with His
revelations of Christ to us through the
Word, than with our own resolutions
and prayers and efforts at self-inspec-
tion? Human nature is so deceitful
that the flesh, in regenerate sinners, will
cheerfully undertake all religious duties
to the utter exclusion and silence of the
Holy Spirit. He certainly cannot work
in any Christian who undertakes, with
never so good intent, to do the work of
the Indwelling Spirit.

I write these few words to stimulate
the great number of honest, earnestChris-
tian workers,to pay more attention to the
words of the Holy Spirit as interpreted
by Himself to their waiting hearts, than
to the writings of men, however earnest
or holy, The great deceiver has gained
his poin{ when he has made a believer
unwittingly “quench” or “grieve ” the
Holy Spirit of *God. We do this when
we listen to any other voices for direc-
tion before we listen to and obey Him—
Presbyterian.

REMARKS.

Seldom, if ever, do we find pente-
costal truth put so clearly and seriptur-
ally in the modern writings, of Method-
ists as in this article, written, as the pub-
lished name will tell to many, by a
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Presbyterian minister, and yet, after all,
does it not lack the definiteness of apos-
tolic times ?

Where in it would we gather the
expectation that the writer, in the eon-
scious possession of the indwelling Spirit,
as experienced definitely by the early
Christians, coming in contact with a few
believers, would pub to them the perti-
nent question, “Did ye receive the Holy
Ghost when ye believed 2” and expect,
if they found it necessary to answer in
the mnegative, to set to work then and
there to bring them into that identieal
pentecostal experience.

In this want of meaning business is

found the answer of the gradual neglect
of attending to the pentecostal nomen-
“clature, and nothing will bring back the
power of pentecostal days but a return
to the simplicity and dircctness of preach-
ing exhibited then.

The first Christian teachers did not
hesitate to refer to the reception of the
Holy Ghost by individuals as ordinary
experiences. Could the writer of this
article, we wonder, point to similar in-
stances in his ministry ? If not, why
nob ?

We maintain, till there is a return to
this definite work, all these periodical
exhortations, however strong and elo-
quent, can accomplish no more than ecall
attention to the conspicuous lack of the
pentecostal gift.

Moreover, we suspect that even this
writer, and the writer quoted by him,
would not be edified if they actually
met with a believer who claimed that he
had received the Holy Ghost in pente-
costal power, and walked continually in
Him, as did the early Christians, finding
no lack of peace, joy or fruitfulness from
year to year.

But these very signs of incredulity or
dread of heresy would ofly indicate that,
after all their writings to the contrary,
they practically regard the Holy Ghost
as an influence, and not as a person.

Forif e, as a distinctive personality,
is welcomed to the place which; on the
day of Pentecost He came to occupy,
then, accepting the pentecostal gift is a
distinet something which gives some
clear-cut similarity to all so receiving
Him, and as such all who thus receive

the Holy Ghost not only may with per-
fect propriety speak of the definite fact,
but others also may very properly speak
of it as a definite something dissimilar
from all other spiritual blessings. But,
we look in vain for these genuine, apos-
tolic marks in the above writings.

Still we rejoice in them, as showing
that increased attention is being given
to the pentecostal gift.

S

SAINTS REST.

We suppose everybody is satisfied
that heaven is all right, a most desirable
place, and all that it is represented to be,
but of course cannot be enjoyed before
we die. As a rule poor tired humanity
cannot extract from the sweet by-and-~
by, but by way of anticipation, enough
comfort to make this present life really
satisfactory. We presume every Chris-
tian expects heaven is going to compen-
sate for every trial of earth, but of
course its account cannot be balanced in
this life. Most of us settle down. to
about this, “ Endure in this world, and
enjoy in the next,” looking ab it pretty
much as we do at a life insurance
policy, a capital thing to have when we
die, but a tedious thing in the line of
payments while we live, Now it’s right
here in this lower world where we want
the “rest” for saints, There will be no
demand for rest in heaven. It is here
where people get tired, and if the de-
mand for rest can be met, we may con-
clude that heaven has begun below.

But now to be practical. Is there a -
“Saints’ Rest” this side of heaven? We
answer yes, for the best reason in the
world, that we live there, we speak that
we do know. There is a real, literal,
tangible state of rest, just as much a
state as any in the Union across the way,
just as much a state as Massachusetts,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Maryland, or the
Carolinas; a state more balny than
Florida, and richer than California in its
palmy days, a land where the sun never
sets and where God wipes away tears
from all faces; a city that is built upon
eternal truth, whose maiker and builder
is God. The atmosphere is so trans-
parent that doubt cannot live in it, much
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less thrive. This beautiful land is
watered by the river of God, which is
full of water, and as for light, the Lord
God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the
light thereof. In this garden of the Lord
we are Ted on the finest of the wheat, and
satisfied with honey out of the Rock.
We sit under His shadow with great de-
Jight, and His fruit is swect to our taste.
You will find a description 6f that coun-
try and the laws that govern it,in Deut.
xxx. 20. You are there introduend
to a life divine, for He is thy lite, and
the length of thy days. At the portal
you meet the laws to which you must
subscribe if you become a resident. Such
care has been taken in the préparation
of this constitution that the wayfarer,
though a fool, shall not err therein.
Such  simplicity and desirability was
surely never before condensed in things
so important.

Three simple conditions: 1st. « Thou
mayest love the Loyd thy God.” Just
think of it; love is the fulfilling of that
condition. It don’t require even an effort
to love, one can love without trying.
Just think of there being a strain about
love. You can’t imagine it or think it;
we love, as we breathe, unconsciously.

Years ago we stood before the Serip-
ture declaration, ¢ Thou shalt love the
Lovd thy God with all thy heart, mind,
soul and strength, and thy neighbor as
thyself” We took the contract, and
tried to love enough to fill it. Ah me!
no need to explain. You must know
how we came out—completely used up,
and the contract as big as ever. But
when any honest sonl wills to do His
will, he ¢hall know of the doctrine. We
desired the right way, and the Comforter
took us in hand, and led us up to Phil
ii. 18, “ For it is God who worketh
in you both to will and to do of His

good pleasure” Oh, how that let us out.

We couldn’t produce love, but the God
who is love could shed Himself abroad
in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost given
unto us, so that being filled with God was
being filled with love, and Christ in us
lived out His life ot love through us. “He
circumcised our heart to love the Lord our
Ged with all our heart” (Deut. xxx. 6).
z.c., furnished us with love in Himself,
which went out toward Himself with-

out effort. So that it is no more we that
love, but the God of love who is within us.
This is the great secret which was hid-
den from ages and fi.n generations (Col.
i. 26), which the world sought after in
vain. And God says, “It is now made
manifest to His saints,” and Paul went
through the world just to tell it, * Christ
in you the hope of glory.”

We can do all things through Christ
which strengthens us; we can love
enough, can have faith enough, can be
froitful enough, can be everything
enough; for is not Christ in us, and
made unto us everything that pertains
unto life and Godliness?  Oh, Jesus
can live out His life anywhere, and
work in us the love that enables us
to fulfil this first condition of loving
the Lord our God.

Condition No. 2. That thou mayest
obey His voice.

You sec, it is love first and obey next.
Now, no one but the Lord of love could
have fixed it so besutifully. We love
Him because it is our nature ; we can’t do
anything else. .And we obey Him be-
cause He is love, and love’s commands
are not grievous. There is no friction
in obedience to love; our language is,
‘We delight to do Thy will, O God,
Thy law is within my heart.” To obey
His voice, it is necessary to hear that
voice, and understand it. We need not
get®in perplexity about hearing and
understanding God’s voice; for He in
this also works in us to will and to do
of His own good pleasure, and will see
that we both hear and understand Him,
else how could we obey a something we
could not interpret? Now, in order to
hear anything distinetly, it is neces-
sary that we attend in that direction.
To be really intent upon hearing any-
thing that is very important, every
other thing must be thrust aside if we
would hear what we.most desire. Now,
to hear that still, small voice distinetly,
the life spiritual and physical must be
surrendered to God, so that He can
banish from it all the world’s noises, and
make its acoustic properties such as
,will enable His faintest whisper to be
heard. With the whole being thus
brought into the most pleasant harmony
with His every wish and will, could
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there be any difficulty in hearing that
sweet voice? When once the Holy
Ghost gets undisputed possession of the
house, He will introduce not only His
electric light, but put all the electric
bells and wires of our being in such
order, that signals may be given and
messages heard from beyond the stars.
So that if we cannot hear intelligently
we require to come under divine ma-
nipulation. The Great Physician can
treat successfully any case who really
wishes to hear and understand the
voice divine. Come along and get put
in tune, no need of defective hearing
on this line. When the difficulty of
hearing and understanding has thus
melted away, the obedience” will be a
great delight. It is so easy to obey that
voice. Our attitude is that of “ Speak
Lord, for Thy servant heareth,” for there
is no bondage or oppression in all this
beautiful land. We are always wanting
to do just what He wants us to do,
for the statutes of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart. The commandment
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the
eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever. The judgments of
the Lord are true, and righteous alto-
gether; more to be desired are they
than gold, yea, than much fine gold,
sweeter also than honey and the honey-
comb. That’s the kind of law to live
under; glory be to God.

Ob, how 1t rejoices the heart to know
that His voice may be heard in every
lane and avenue of life. The whele
being in-all its multiplicity of detail is
brought under this sweet obedience, for
our Father’s love and interest in us not
only touches the realm of our great en-
terprises, but flows far up on shores,
streaming into every little cove and
indentation in our social, religious, do-
mestic, and business life.

We are well aware that many have
got this life partitioned off, and call one
space secular und another spiritual, and
conclude that God does visit the sacred
enclosure, at least periodieally.

But, beloved, we have not so learned
Christ; ours is a vast spiritual realm,
withnofenced-off odd plots, where we can-
not walk with Jesus all the day. Noth-
ing secular, everything spiritual, so that

whether we eat, or drink, or whatever
we do, we do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus.  So that we are no more truly
worshipping God while at prayer, medi-
tating on the Word, or publicly relating
our experience, than we are while walk-
ing on the street, or buying and selling
goods. The method of service may
change, but not necessarily the Spirit.
This kind of life is a perpetual service.
an unending song.

Condition No. 3. That thra mayest
cleave unto Him.

Well, now really, what else would one
want to do, but to have that kind of lite
go on until it blended with eternity ?
Oh, bless God forever, how delightful !
Ags we wrife, the ever nnfolding beauty
of these three simple rules flashes upon
us, until we can hardly write for very
oy.
! )I,t condenses and crystallizes into about
this, “ Now, my child, I want you to en-
joy this ‘Saint’s Rest” You know the
conlitions : love, obey, and cleave to
Me. Now, don’t be afraid ; I will fill you
with Myself, and you know I am love.
Then I will speak so that you can hear
and understand My voice, and you will
obey because you will desire to do it.
Then you will cleave unto Me, Lecause
none other will be so lovely in your
sight. And my soul responds a most
joyous amen.

How glad I am that I don’t need to
go the long way round. No quarantine
on this route; no climbing up the dark,
musty, rusty, dusty old spiral staircase
of good work ; this is the elevator route,
power furnished, take a seat and go up.
I you are bound to attain, take the old
staircase, but if you prefer the more ex-
cellent way of obtain, take the ele-
vator there to the right, and if you keep
your seat you will arrive at the very
place to cast your crown at Jesus’ feet.

Now, a word about the rest itself, or
rather Himself, “ For He is thy life, and
the length of thy days.” There you have
it condensed into about a sentence.
Don’t you see, one can’t even breathe
without taking in divinity ? The precious
mother of my dear friend said to him,
“Qh, the unutterable joy when God
pours His divinity into our being.” Ah
yes, the inhabitants of this country are
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those with *vhom the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost have made their abode.
Jesus came that we might have life, and
have it more abundantly. Sister, brother,
hurry away and locate at Deut. xxx. 20,
and give yourself a chance for life. Run
up your tent and move in to stay,

¢“And live with God on angels’ food,
And shout your triumphs through the blood.”

For He is thy life. Does it mean phy-
sical life? Certainly it does. That is
the very kind of life referred to. People
in that country never get sick when they
have anything else to do, and they never
go to heaven ahead of time. We believe
a great many people do, but in Deut.
xxx. 20, they always stay outb their time.
We know heaven is a grand place to go
to, and yet many would doubtless enjoy
more of it if they had waited until
they were sent for. The inhabitants of
“Saints’ Rest” on earth get their full
share of both worlds. Life physical,
life spiritual.

Not necessary to attend camp-meet-
ings, conventions ahd revivals, to get
spiritual life ; you have a whole Niagara
of life evermore streaming through your
being, and when found at such places it
is not so much on purpose to get your
resecvoir filled as to tell some thirsty
souls that you are full and always ex-
pect to be; and try tu get them out of
the Valley of Baca into this well-watered
country, for you know in Ieut. xxx. 20,
we never expect to thirst again, never,
never, nevermore. In these days we
hear much talk aboui the discovery of
abundant natural gas, which is being
utilized for so many purposes. In this
country of which we write everybody
has an unlimited supply of natural life,
which will not cease to turn our ma-
chinery until every grain .of life’s grist
is ground.

If you want to know any more about
it, you had better move in and take the
rest out in experience; it is better felt
than told. J. GALLOWAY.

BRANTFORD.

Ir a man is to exist millions of years
after his death, if one can speak of years
in considering the admeasurements of

eternity, to be himself he must be able |

to remember himself. Let a man now
thilik what will probably be the precious
things of memory a myriad of years
bence, when all the present state of ter-
restrial affairs shall have passed away,
all its history destroyed, all its monu-
ments forgotten. Will it be the accu-
mulation of a few poor, pitiful millions
of dollars, most of which he could not
use even while in the flesh ? Will it be
that his name was in the newspapers of
his day? Will it be that he had a
momentary thrill of physical enjoyment?
What will it be? If, amid all these
things, he was ever able to turn one soul
from the error of its way, and stopped
and dried up a stream of sin, and brought
that soul into the possession of eternal
life, will not the memory of that in the
world to come be to the man something
in value outweighing all thrones, and
crowns, and sceptres, and terrestrial
palaces ?—Zion’s Herald.

CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.

N1acirA FaLrs, ONT.,

Mr. Dur~Ns,—Dear brother in the
Lord, I am still enabled to bless God,
and ever shall throughout eternity, that
He in His kindness and love enabled me
to attend the Canada Holiness Associa-
tion meetings at Wesley Park. Through
the experience of those dear people I
saw my mistake. How I had been
praying and agonizing for Jesus to re-
veal Himself to me as He did not upto
the world, praying, agonizing for the
blessing of holiness, trying at times to
make rayself believe that I had it, only
to find that my fancied experience -was
like the early cloud and morning dew.
But, dear brother, now I have the bless-
ing, and better than all else besides, I
have the Blesser. It does seem strange
that we, as Christians, should make such
a fatal mistake. I would worship God
the Father, and God the Son, and leave
out God:sthe Holy Ghost. True, I had
heard about the Third Person in the Trin-
ity. True, I had sung the doxologies.
True, if there was one priyer above
another that ¥ veed it was that all of the
fruits of the Spirit might be perfected



160 THE EXPOSITOR OF HOLINESS.

i me, but now I see that I did not have
the Holy Spirit Himselt dwelling in my
heart by faith.

How I used to listen for Jesus to
speak with the still, small voice instead
of listening for the voice of the Spirit.
I know Him now, glory to God, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
The blessed Holy Ghost coming to dwell
within makes my salvation complete.
Now I can say, of a truth, I have no
doubts nor fears.

The Teacher has taught me some
grand lessons. I will mention one here.
I used to think probably I had sinned
against the Holy Ghost and that was
the reason that Jesus did not reveal
Himself to me more fully, but the Great
Teacher said to me I had not sinned after
this manner, for how could I sin against
a person I had never known, or had any-
thing to do with personally? Bless God,
I can never find words to express what
I have gone through. My experience
has been something wonderful and still
continues so to be. It scems that I am
living in another world. 1 do not seem
to be the same person.

Mgrs. Geo. CLARKE.

“ABOUT HOLINESS.”

RS L2 DA

In reply to “ Methodist,” T would say
I have not much faith in hair-splitting
definitions. God’s way with saint and
sinner’ is always the practical way.
“Taste and see that the Lord is good.”
“If any man will do My will he shall
know of the doctrine.” Peter did not
spend time on definitions un the day of
Pentecost, nor do I believe the 120 spent
much time'in their ten days’ prayer-meet-
ing in trying tc define what the blessing
of holiness meant, or how, long they
should wait before seeking it. The
Master had given them “the promise of
the Father "—the promise of “another
Comforter,” “ the Holy Ghost.” “John
indeed baptized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence” (Acts i. 5). This
I ween was the burden of their prayer,
“Lord, send us the Holy Spirit. Let
the promise of the Father now be ful-
filled, O Lord,” and just as soon as their

foith was perfected and duly tested they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
‘That ended all. Sin, doubt, fear cannob
live in His presence. They are satisfied
that they are filled with the Holy Spirit
according to their present capacity.
Now the kingdom can develop frown with-
in, withovt friction or hindrance, because
the Spiry of life makes the whole soul
alive to God. There can be no hizdrance
from without, for having put on Christ;
He is our sun and our shield, and nothing
can touch us without coming through
Him, and what comes through Him must
be good for us.

When the whole Church was filled
they went to the “unwashed” multitude,
w rather the multitude came to them
(would this not take place again if the
whole Church was filled with the Holy
Sprit? Would it not settie much of
the taulk about reaching the masses), and
what did Petersay to them ? Hear Him,
all ye who hunger and thirst after
righ eousness! “Repent ye and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost. TFor to you is the promise,
and to your children, and too ail that
are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call unto Him” (Acts
xxxii. 88, 39. R.V.). No waiting here for
“the old Adam nature” to show itself.
God’s way is very -imple, get forgiven
for Jesus’ sake, and then get purity and
power by receiving the Holy Spirit. I
know that there will be strong tempta-
tion just here to stand still and ask ques-
tions, but we cannot pin down (I speak
with reverence) God Almighty to our
little notions about time and state and
manner. He is saying to you, “ Receive
ye the Holy Ghost.” “Be filled with the
Spirit.” Not “get to feel bad and then
good.” Not “get some influence” that
you can cover and hide in the little word
“it,” but the Holy Ghost. He only is
great enough to fill your soul and cleanse
and keep it clean. If wé obey Him He
will “abide with” and “in us,” and
“teach us all things” (John xiv.).

If Peter had gone to work to answer
all the questions that are raised about
this subject, I don’t believe he would
have got the 3,000 converted and sancti-
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fied in u century. Put he told them to
repent and be baptized (they had not
the privilege of receiving Christian bap-
tism in infancy), that they might receive
the Holy Ghost. They obeyed, and they
knew by experience what it was. If I
were standing under a peach-tree with
a friend who had never tasted a peach,
I don’t think I would spend much time
in trying to expiain the flavor of the
peach. 1 would say, “Reach up and
take one.” So I would say to all, taste
the peach for yourself. Obey Christ.
Receive the Spirit. He will settle all
None else can. I have come to this, to
be filled and kept Ly the Spirit is holi-
ness—the highest lite. “Ilive, yet nob
I” Paul says, “ But Christ liveth 1n me,”
To get to and abide in this state we must
feel profoundly that it is the only by the
operation and abiding presence of the
Holy Spirit that it is to be realized.
Porr ArTHUR~—Christiun Guardian.

FIERY TRIALS.

It has come to pass in certain quarters
that an experience of fiery trials in an
indtvidual’s Christian course is looked
upon as indicative of a faulty experience,
and a testimony concerning such trials
seemns to be and is treated as out of place
in the narration of God’s dealings with
that individual. A simple narrative of
such trials, which ought to stimulate
Christian love for the tried one and ex-
cite sympathy and interest, in too many
instances would be met with a bombastic
counter-cxperience, or a tlorid exhorta-
tion to get mearer to God; yet it the
holy Secriptures teach anything, they
emphaiically teach of fiery trials as an
ingredient of Christian experience.

The fiery trials of the faithful are not
to be confounded with the goadings ot
conscience, the sense of unrest which
arises from transyressions, or carcless-
ness in Christian walk. Nor are they
to be confounded with the providential
chastisements which the heavenly Father
may bring upon us as a corrective, and
a reminder of such transgressions. Nor
are these flery trials the bitterness of
that conflict between flesh and spirit
which surges in‘its course in the nature

of the one who has not sttained to tha
victory over the flesh which a truly
sanctified relation to God implies. It is
none of these. It is the presen{ portion
of those to whom “God is all and in all.”

There ure trials of our purpose toward
God, of our love for Him, of our trust in
Him, so keen, so spiritual, that, compared
with the victory to be obtained in such
contlict, the whole world is as nothing.
As we can illustrate inental process and
spiritual exercises better than describe
them, such trials are called fiery ones;
for as the sensibilities of the physical
nature are more intensely acted upon by
fre, and the acutest suffering known to
thes flesh come bv that means, so the

‘highest of spiritual sutferings possible to

men here, comes in these spiritual, these
tiery trials. The suffe.ings of our
Saviour in His temptation were not in
having to renounce the world, as much
as in the painful impact of the spirit of
evil with His pure spirit. As we partake
of the heavenly, ss it was in Christ
Jesus, 5o shall we he fitted to deink of
His cup and be baptized witn His fiery
baptism, and in this proportion only
shall we be called into this fellowship.

Tiery trials, then, are not an indication -

of God’s displeasure, Lut contrariwise.
If there were more among us worthy to
be tried, or if our grace was of that

quantity or quality that its severer trial

would be to God’s glory, the Church as
such, and we as individuals, would know,
more of this experience. ,

Paul understodd the import of his own
prayer when he asked a fellowship in
Christ’s sufferings, a conformubility to
His death; for though eternal life, with

all its future blessedness, is the gift of -

God, yet the measure of its manifesta-
tion and blessedness in the individual
will depend much upon the measure of
our fiery trials here.

Is it not a fact that one great and im-
portant cause of the dearth of the Spirit,
with the individual believer and with
the Church collectively, is the lack of
discerning the truth that suffering is an
essential element of Christian experience,
and of their unwillingness to partake of
the suffering of their Lord ?

History confirms the fact that the life
of God, the power of the Spirit, were

b
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manifested in the Church under the fiery
baptisms as at no other time. We need
not pray for flery trials. The Word of
God ha$ in it no warrant for such pray-
ing, but if we will be as the Master, if
we will know the mystery of His love,
if we will have that satisfaction in our
religious life which is provided for us
through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we wust have the most perfect
willingness to suffer with Him, and for
His sake to endure fiery trials.—Ex.

THE HOLY SPIRIT.

When the Holy Spirit is communi-
cated to the Church, we must not
imagine that we shall be other than
ourselves, enlarged, ennobled, and de-
veloped. The Spirit will not merge
our individuality in & common monot-
ony. Whatever your power is now,
the incoming of the Holy Ghost will
magnify and illuminate, so that your
identity will not be lost, but will be
cariied up to its highest expression and
magnificence. And more than that, not
only will there be development of that
whieh is ascertained and known, but
there will be a development of latent
faculties, slambering powers, the exis-
tence of which has never been suspected
by our dearest friends. “If any man
be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature ;
old things have passed away, and all
JShings have become new.” Look for
surprises in the Church when the Holy
Gho-t falls upon it ; dumb men will at-
tract and fascinate by the sublimity of
their new discourse; timid men will put
on the lion, and those who had hidden
themselves away in the obscurity of
conscious feebleness will come out and
offer themselves at the Lord’s altar to
help in the Lord’s service. — Joseph
Parker.

“THOU shalt love the Lord thy God
with al thy heart and mird and soul
and strength.” How do we meet this
great commandment ? Think how dread-
tully possible, how easy it is for*us to be
religious with an exact and constant
round of religion that has no breath of
love in it. Well may we tremble and
fear. How readily we slip into the love-

less round of prayer and service! We
are trained to religious habits; we are
surrounded by influences that tend to
outward forms of devotion; how often
and how easily these may be put in
place of the real living heart union with
the Lord! Or, indeed, our religion may
be another and worse form of seltishness
—a. seeking t0 save myself, and securing
for myself in this world and the next as
much happiness as I can. All this may
be without a glow or throb of real love
to the Lord ; blind to the beauties of the
Altogether Lovely ; never even thinking
of the close and abiding communion and
relationship into which God is ever seek-
ing to bring us. Ah, and worst of all,
how often does the religious life that
begins in true love to God cool down
and.harden into a loveless, lifeless rcund
of formalism !—Selections from Mark
Guy Pearse.

POWER OF PRAYER.

Some little timz ago a poor woman
came to my vestry in deep distress.
Her husband had fled the country.
She told me her story, and a very sad
one it was. Isaid: “There is nothing
we can do but to kneel down and ery to
the Lord for the immediate convetsion
of your husband.” e knelt down, and
I prayed that the Lord would touch the
heart of the deserter, convert his soul and
bring him back to his home. Some
months after she reappeared with 2 man
whom she introduced as her husband.
He had come back a converted man.
On comparing notes we found that the
very day on which we had prayed for
his conversion he had stumbled upon a
stray copy of one of my sermons. He
read it. The truth went to his heart.
he sought the Lord, and as soon as pos-
sible returned to his wife. He and .his
wife were received among us. That
woman does not doubt the power of
prayer.—C. H. Spurgeon.

Ouzr English proverb is, ¢ Charity begins
at home ;” but this is often nothing more
than the miserable sopbistry of a selfish
heart. Selfishness begins at home ; and it is
this which is often palmed. upon the world
for a kind of home charity.—d4non.
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STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS.

MARIANNE FARNINGHAM

‘“He giveth power to the faint, and to them that
have no might He'increaseth strength.”

It .s no dream, Great Comforter,
But very truth to me,

That all earth’s strengthless, fainting ones
May be made strong in Thee.

The years have taught e many things,
But none so sure as this:

That shelter, solace, joy and strength
Are always where God is.

So now, when hope and courage fail,
And only fear is strong,

My heart will sing, as in the past,
An unforgotten song.

God is my refuge and my strength,
I will not be afraid;

And though the night be wild and dark,
I meet it undismayed.

The strength to bear, or work, or wait,
Is Thine, O God, to give,

And who shall weak and strengthless be,
That learns in Thee to live ?

HOW TO EKNOW.

BY REV. WILLIAM MASLAM, M.A.
( Author of ¢ Death Into Life.”’)

Do you remember taking a walk with me
last year at , near Keswick 17 said a
gentleman to me.

“Yes, I do,” I replied.

¢ And do you remember the story you told
me then$”

¢« Perfectly well,” I answered.

“Do you, indeed ; and did you mean it
for wme ?”

“Yes,” I said, “I did; but I was afraid
that I had missed my mark, as you did not
iake it up.”

¢ QOh, no,” replied my friend, *all the time
you were speaking I felt sure you were aim-
ing at me,and 1 was pondering over to my-
self how it could apply.”

“The story 1 told you, if I remember
right, was about a man who took up his pen
to defend me, at the time of my conversion,
when I was being attacked in the news-
papers. He wrote so clearly and intelligently
upon the subject of the change which had
passed upon me, that I applied at the editor’s
office for the name of my unknown defencer.

Upon receiving it, 1 found that he was not
only a near neighbor, but also an acquaint-
ance of mine. From what I knew of his life
and conversation I had never suspected that
he was a converted man. A few days after
this, as we were driving to the seaside, we
met this sume gentleman on the road, and
asked if he would accompany us. He
readily assented, and got into the carriage.
While luncheon was preparing, I took him
for a walk on vhe beach. We conversed
upon a variety of subjects, and amongst
others, of India, and in particular about
Calcutta.

« Ah, yes,” said my friend, “that is a fine
city, the city of palaces! What a fine place
is Chowringee, leading to the Government
House and the Cathedral.”

¢ Have you been there?” I asked.

¢« OQh, no,” was his repiy ; ‘“ but I have read
about it.”

I thought to myself, this man has a won-
derful power of realizing what he reads! In
course of conversation, we went on *  speak
of conversion, the subject which was stirring
the minds of so mauy persons at this time.
“How long have you been converted ” I
asked. .
¢« Oh, I do not think I am converted,” he
replied, “ but I can see that you are right,
and the other fellows are all wrong.”

“You disappoint me,” I said, “ for I cer-
tainly thought you must be 2 man of experi-
ence from the way you wiite.”

“Yes,” said my friend, to whom I was
now speaking, “ that is the story I refer to.
How did you mean that for me ?”

I replied “ Because, [ thought while you
were speaking of the keeping nower of
Christ, that you were telling out what you
had heard or read. It was asa minister only,
and not as a witness.”

After a little pause, my friend said, very
thoughtfully, “If a man implicitly believes
the keeping power of Christ, is not that
enough 1”

I answered, ¢ The devil believes fully that
Christ can keep His people, and put a hedge
round them ; but he does not believe in the
keeping power of Christ as we believers
should, who may be partakers of it.”

“Yes,” he said, hesitatingly, © but surely
if I believe God’s word, that is enough.” .

“ That entirely depends,” 1 replicd, “upon
how you believe—whether you give the
word an intellectual assent, or whether you
actually partake of that which the word
describes. There is a difference between
knowing a thing from man, and knowing the
same thing from being taught of God.”
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“TIs not the Scripture God’s teaching "
he inquired. .

“No,” I answered; it contains the subject-
matter of God’s teaching, His teaching is
that which is applied to us by Himnself. Too
many persons appropriate, realize, grasp, and
lay hold of God’s word, when they ought to
submit to God Himself, that He might lay
hold of them by H s word.”

“T should like to know what you mean,”
:said my friend.

I replied, “Can you see the difference
between keeping a seed of corn in a box and
putting it into the ground? In the one case
it may remain a long time in the same con-
dition ; in the other it strikes a'root, takes
hold of the ground, and then springs up
SBo you may hold the word of God; but if
you come to Him with ir, He can cause it to
take root in your heart, and bring forth a
result in your life. This is the way to know
God’s teaching ; the other is merely under-
standing it by human eifort. I mean, that a
man may have head knowledge without
heart experience.”

“ But surely,” he said, “if I understand a
truth, I believe it.”

¢ No, dear friend, you must believe it be-
fore you can understand it. This is the great
difficulty we have to contend with, So many
people come to Keswick and think they have
arrived at sanctification, because they under-
stand about it. St. Paul, writing to Timothy,
refers to the fact that he, Timothy, had
known the Scriptures from a child; and
goes on to aflirm that all such knowledge
can do is to make him wise or intelligent
about salvation. Salvation itse!f can only
be had by faith in Jesus Christ. So it is
with sauctification, which is only salvation
in its funess. It is by faith; but observe
the process by which it is conveyed.  Serip-
ture, says the anostle, is profirable for
doctrine, and, ofter doctrinv, we naturally
expect instruction. Instead of that, it is
reproof or conviction, and, whea that has
been submitted to, then coriection; and
after all comes instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be thoroughly
furnished with all good works. Here is the
difference between the Spirit’s teachir.g and
man’s. The light of truth shows us cur un-
cleanuness. ' Woe is me,”says 1he prophet
Isaiah, * for I am a man of unc'can lips, and
1 dwell among a peopie of uuclean lips;’
then he was purged and cleansed, and after
that he was sent.” -

“Knowledge, humanly speaking, puffs
up, but knowledge, spiritually imparted,

brings us down. The one you hold, the
other helds you.”

My friend took in the idea, and is now an
experienced man, and as such speaks of the
keeping power of Christ, as if he was kept ;
and of sanctification as being set apart and
accepttd by God to be used by Him.

This is the seeret of true knowledge, and
the way to know this, is not to climb up,
but rather to sit down, and instead of trying
to understand it, to submit to God to be
taught.

HOW TO BE KEPT.

A gentleman who had been keeping up a
rambling conversation on superficial matters,
burst out all at once upon another subject,
as if there were a real burden underneath.

] never heard such teaching as you fel-
lows are bringing ont now i” he exclaimed.
“I have becn brought up all my life to
watch over myself ; and my book on ¢ Spirit-
ual Combat’ gives me a great deal to do.”

“ Do you do it}” T asked.

“Well,” was the reply, “I do my best
carnestly and sincerely, you know.”

“And do you succeed in overcoming the
cnemy 7

“ As to overcoming,” he said, “I donot
know ; I suppose I keep him off, I try to be
careful and watchful.”

I said, “ You remind me of a gentleman I
once met in a train, who said he was ¢ old
enough to take care of himself.” I asked
bim whether he had any sheep. He veplied,
*Yes, I have.’ I said. supposing one of them
got in among a pack of wolves, and you
called her away, but her reply was, Do not
be afraid, I am old enough to take cure of
wyself.”

Two other passengers in the carriage
began to laugh; which was a pity, for the
gentleman became very angry. . .

LIy friend remarked, ¢ Ah, you see he did
not know how to take care of hime-}f.”

“But do you know how to take care of
yourself?” 1 replied; “you arc old enough
for that, I suppese.”

“Well,” he answered, “J cannot make
out the meaning of the text, ¢ Be careful for
nothing ;’ it seems a very easy, slipshod way
of doing things.”

I said, *“Our children are not fuli of care
as to what they are to eat, or what they are
to. put on, where they are to sleep, and so
on. They tiust us for all that. Is that
very hard to understand? Then suppose
we, as God’s chitdren, trust our Father in
Heaven, and as sheep of His pasture, trust

R S D S
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the Great Shepherd to take care of us. David
snys, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd, 1 shall not
want.’”

My friend, interrupting, said, “I am not
in that position; I feel more like o lamb

. that is on the watch agninst the lion.”

I replied, “ Asa converted man you be-
lieve in the Lamb of Gad, who bore away
your sins. Now, in the same way of faith,
believe in the risen Christ, as the Shepherd
of God’slambs. By this simple act of faith,
you will be brought into another state and
privilege. You are lingering at Calvary,
which is the wrong place for a believer.
You ought to be on the other side of Christ’s
grave, the resurrection side.”

Hedid not speak, so [ continued : “When
you are converted, and so become one of the
lambs or sheep of God’s flock, your old mas-
ter, Satan, rises up and comes out against
you. You watch for him, and make resolu-
tions to resist hiii; but if at any time he
catches you, as the lion caught one of David’s
lammbs, what do you do %”

“Why, I pray to be delivered from danger,
and determine not to be caught again.”

“T thought so,” I replied, ** but the little
lamb did not do that in its helplessness and
despair, poor thing, it bleated. Then David,
the true shepherd, went forward and smote
the lon, and delivered the lamb, This is
what your great Shepherd has done for you
already. Satan is a conquered enemy. On
resurrection-ground you will realize this
fact, and find that your Shepherd isa very
present Friend. He will make you more
than conqueror.”

“ How is that}” asked my friend.

‘“ A conqueror is a person who has over-
come his enemies, and done with themn ; but
more than cougueror is a man who walks in
the midst of lis enemies without fear, be-
cause his Shepherd is their Conqueror and
his Keeper.”

“ But supposing the lion comes upon me
when I am not thinking about him, what
then 1”

“That is just when he does come,” I
answered. “Did you obsnrve that dear
good man who sits at the corner of the plat-
form in the Tent, and is always.looking after
the welfare of others?”

“Do you mean the gentleman who gives
up his chair, and sits down on the steps $”

“Yes; the very same,” I replied. “On
one occasion he asked a pastor, € What if the
wolf comes upon one unawares$’ ¢ Well,’
replied the pastor, ‘I suppose the Shepherd
sees the wolf coming if the lamb does not.’
The Shepherd is as watchful to protect the

sheep as the lion is to destroy it. You
should watch the Shepherd, not the lion.
That is the way to be kept; not to keep.
yourselves, but to be kept.”

“¢The Lord is my Shepherd.” That little
word ‘my’ brings all the precious things in
that Psalm to one’s self ; without it all the
precious pearls are unstrung !”

“1 wish I could have that.”

“ My dear man,” 1 said, “the very desirve
you express is a clear token that you may
do so. That good desire does not come from
Satan, but from the Holy Ghost, who is the-
author of it. Turn that desire into definite
prayer, and believe the auvswer. In the
same way as you accepted salvation, so
accept the Saviour, the Great Shepherd.”—
The Life of Faith.

A PROPHECY OF SPURGEON’S
CHILDIOOD.

Mr. Spurgeon, in a sermon on the blessing
of Joseph, gave the following interesting
reminiscence :

In closing, I wish to bear a personal testi-
mony by narrating an incident in my own
life. I have been preaching in Essex this.
wesk, sud I took the opportunity to visit
the place where my grandfather preached so
long, and where I spent my earliest days.
Last Wednesday was to me a day in which:
I walked like a man in a dream. Every-
body seemed bound to recall some event or
other of my childhood. What a story of
divine love and mercy did it bring before
my mind ! Awmong other things, I sat down
in a place that wust ever be sacred to me.
There stood in my grandfather’s manse-
garden vwo arbors made of yew trees, cut
into sugarloaf fashion. Though the old
manse has given way to a new one, and the
old chapel has goue also, yet the yew trees
flourish as aforetime. I sat down in the
vight-hand arbor and bethought me what
had happeued there many years ago.

When I wasa young child staying with
my grandfather, there came to preach in the
village, Mr. Knill, who had been a mission-
ary at St Petersburg, and a mighty preacher
of the Gospel. He came to preach for the
London Missionary Society, and arrived on
the Saturday at the mnse. He was a greab
soul-winner, and he spird out the boy. He
said to me, ** Where do you sleep? for I
want to call you up in the morning.” I
showed him my little room. At six o'clock
he called me up, and we went into that
arbor. There, in the sweetest way, he told
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me of the love of Jesus, and of the blessed-
ness of trusting in Him and loving Him in
our childhood. With many a story he
preached Christ to me, and told me how
good God had been to him, and then he

prayed that I might know the Lord and

serve Him. He knelt down in that arbor
and prayed for me, with his arms about my
neck. He did not seem content unless I
kept with him in the interval between the
services, and he heard my childish talk with
patient. love. On Monday morning he did
as on the Sabbath, and agein on Tuesday.
Three times he taught me and prayed with
me, and before He had to leave, my grand-
father had come back fiom the place where
he had gone to preach, and all the family
were gathered to morning prayer. Then, in
the presence of them all, Mr. Knill took me
on his knee, and said, ¢ This child will one
day preach the Gospel, and he will preach it
to great multitudes. I am persuaded that
he will preach in the chapel of Rowland
Hill, where (I think He said) I am now the
minister.” He spoke very solmenly, and
called upon all present to witness what he
said. Then he gave me sixpence as a reward
if I would learn the hymn :

““ God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”

I was made to promise that when I
preached in Rowland ¥Hill's chapel that
hymn should be sung. Think of that asa
promise from a child! Would it ever be
other than an idle dream? Years flew by.
After I had begun for some little time to
preach in London, Dr. Alexander Fletcher
had to give the annual sermon to children, in
Surrey Chapel, but, as he was taken il}, I
was asked in a hurry to preach to the chil-
dren. “Yes,” I said, 1 will, if the chi]dren
will sing, ¢ God moves in a mysterious way.’
I have made o promise long.ago that hymn
should be sung. My emotions ( on that occa-
sion I cannot describe. Still, that was not
the chapel Mr. XKnill intended. Al un-
sought by me, the minister at Wotton-under-

Edge, which was Mr. Hill's summer resi-,

dence, invited me to preach there. I went
on the condition that the congregation should
sing, *“ God moves im a mysterious way "

which was also done. After that I went to

preach for Br. Richard Knill himself, who
was then at Chester. What a meeting we
had! DMark this! ke was preaching in the
theatre! His preaching in a theatre took
away from me all fear about preaching in
secular buildings, and set me free for the
compaigns in Exeter Hall and the Surrey

Music Hall. How much this had to do with
other theatre services, you know.
¢ God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”

After more than forty years of the Lord's
loving-kindness, I sat again in that grbor!
No doubt it is & mere trifle for outsiders to
hear, but to me it was an overwhelming
moment. The present minister of Stam-
borne meeting-house, and the members of
his family, including his son and" his grand-
children, were in the garden, and I cou]d
not help calling them together around that
arbor, while i praised the Lord for His
goodness.

One ivresistible impulse was upon me ; it
was to pray God to bless those lads that
stood around me. Do you not see how the
memory begat the prayer? I wanted them
to remember when they grew up, my testi-
mony of God’s goodness to me ; and for that
same reason I tell it to you young people
who are around me this morning. God has
blessed me all my life long, and redeemed
me from all evil, and I pray that He may
be your God. You that have godly parents,
I would especially address. T beseech you
to follow in their footsteps, that you may
one day speak of the Lord as they were able
to do in their day. Remember that special
promise, “I love them that love Me, and
those that seek Me early shall find Me,”—
Word and Work.

WHAT THE WITNESS SAID, AND
WHAT SHE OUGHT T0
HAVE SAID.

The excellent cditor of The Mickigan
Christian ddvocate is concrrned lest wit-
nesses to perfect love should so testify as to
make themselves personaily offensive, and
in connection with some very good and sen-
sible advice, tells how a.good lady testified,
and how she might have testified. She
wrote out her experience for publication and
in it said

““Some peoble speak fof the difficulty of
Leing faithful to Jesus. I have no difficulty.
I trust Him all the time~ I find Him near
me every moment. I do just what He
wants me to do. T mever question His
right to rule over me. I never have any
doubts of His willconcerningme. Heappears
to me every dav, and tells me just what to
do. You, brothers and sisters, may doubt
Jesus if you will, but I, never.”
meant well. She has an excellent spirit,
and so far as we know lives a faithful and

The sister
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true life. But her testimony might be
worded better. She might, for mstame,
have said : ¢ It is not difiicult to be faithful
0 Jesus. Simply trust Him, He iz near
us. Do His will Never question His
right to rule over your heart. He will
malke duty plain to every faithful soul.
Never doubt Him. I know by experience
something of the joy of such a life.”

No doubr, like the good sister, the good
-editor means well; but there are two very
good reasons that should cause him or any
-other godly person to hesitate about instruct-
ing Christ’s witnesses as to what they shall
say, or how they shall say it. First, no one
is capable of doing or called to do this. And
the assumption of such a call implies that
witnesses, though called of God, are not
capable of doma what they are "alled to do.
Take the case given, and we hesitate not to
say that no man can kuow, and hence none
has the right to say, thet the sister did not
say exactly what she ought to have said,
and in the manner approved of by God. A
second reason is the fact that in the nature
and necessities of the case, a witness must
speak as before God the truth as he knows
it, and in such a2 manner as will represent
his own light and personality as a compe-
tent witness. Any acceptance of other
people’s light in preference to his own, will
disqualify him as a witness and cause ldss
of the fervor of God, as many hundreds have
found to their sorrow. And we may add
that it js the definiteness of testimony that
offends men, while good advice, exhortation,
and even preaching, may be agreeable to
them.
with approval these good words of good
advice :

¢ Put Christ in the fovefront. If lifted
up as the perfect Saviour, He will draw all
men unto Him. But if you lift up yourself
and keep Christ in the background, possibly
He can draw no one through, over or around
you. Tell what great things He has done for
your soul, not what great things you have
done to win Him to you. Listinguish in

_your cwn thought betwixt yourself and

your religious experience. Distinguish be-
tween your own work and God’s work.
Dor’t imagine that you deserve any credit
for having consecrated yourself fully to
Christ. When we have done all, say we
are unprofitable servants. You can declare
a complete consecration and a full salvation
without thrusting yourself forward as the
obedient favorite of Jehovah, in whose pres-
ence all common Christians should take off
their shoes. Be humble. If you are not

Having said this much, we subjoin.

humble, you are not fully saved. Boast
not, either in fact or seeming. Remember
that you are to testify by your life as well
as by your words, and both should be in
harmony.—Christian Voice.

THE UPPER CITY.

In all the hurry and worry,
Wherever our busy lives go,
‘There’s a rest we may take in the harness,
Though toiling the while ; for we know
That only a veil doth divide us
From where the whole work is to praise,

.And our souls may pause at the gateway

And join in the heavenly lays.

For the gates of that upper city
Ave not shut at all by day;
And “songs in the night” that “He giveth,”
"But son«s overhead are they
From sinless inhabitants yonder,
And caught by the hearts of men, .
The city from God descended,
Went never away again.

But,as on “that other disciple ”
The light of its coming brake,
The glorious light of its straying
Is present to eyes that wake
And wherever our earthly dwelling,
Or where-oever we roam,
Just over our time-held eyelids,
Hovers eternal home.

—Zion's Herald.

WAS THE PARSON CRAZY 1

An guxiliary sends us an account of a
minister who used to ** hammer away ”
people about salvation. A lady often
warned, but only hardened her heart, invited
him to ten ~ What did he do? Go -and sip
tea, ask afver the health of the babies, dis-
cuss Dr. B.’s last book, and say a patronizing
good-night. Not he! too wise for that style
of stuff. Being an especial friend of the
family, the iady good-naturedly took a ecup
of tea from the waiter and presented it to
him. He took no notice of her, at least he
pretended so. Again she offered the cup;
but he seemed engaged in conversation with
his neighbor. She could stand it no longer,
and, addressing him in a commanding tone,
demanded an explanation of his rude be-
haviour. He quite unconcernedly turned
towards her, and softly asked her if she was
addressing him.

“ Mr. , [am really shocked at your
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impudence and indifierent treatment to my
repeated solicitations. Again and again have
I asked you to accept this cup of tea, but
you apparently would not even as much as
notice me.,”

“Mrs-——, I beg your pardon for my
assumed behavicur—please sit down.” At
the same time taking the cup from her, he
told her that he did it on purpose.

“On purpose ? Why, what do you mean,
Mr.——-1”

“ Have I not often spoken toyou about
the Saviour offering each one of us the cup
of salvation, and you on every occasion wade
light of it. Now you cannot deny it. How
will you account for your bebaviour to that
loving Father when you stand at the judg-
ment day 1”7

Theshot told. She hung her head down
for some time. Then she lifted a face beam-
ing with joy. “Iunderstand it now. O
Mr. , I thank God for permitting you to
teach me in this way {”

* Ever since the lady has been a faithful
servant of the Lord.—Sel.

OUR LIGHT AFFLICTIONS. -

BY REV. A. J. JARREL.

I never saw but one star by day. I have
seen them as the sand on the sea-shore by
night. I never saw a nugget of gold that
would not shine brighter for scouring.
“Spices are never so fragrant as when
bruised.” “Juniper never smells so sweet as
when in the fire.” ¢ Chamomile, the more
you tread it the more you spread it.” The
Church has never spread so rapidly as when
it was ‘ scattered abroad upon the persecu-
tion that arose about Stephen.” Two paint-
ers, upon a lofty scaffo’d, were doing exqui-
site frescoing on a cathedral. One had just
finished a masterpiece. All absorbed, he
was stepping backward, gazing at his paing-
ing, FHis comrade saw him within one step
of 1he edge. Dashing his own brush on the
beautiful frescoing, he daubed it all over.
But he broke the spell and saved his friend.
Tribulation comes from ¢rbulatio—that,
from ¢ribulwin, which means a “thresling
instrument.” So tribulation expresses the
whole process of separating the wheat from
the chaif and straw. “Our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory.” There are elevations in a good
man’s affliction that almost turn his sorrows
into joys, and in the end do convert his
crosses into crowns.—dSel.

EXCESS,

There may be too much of even a goo
thing, under certain circomstances. Th
matter is illustrated in the following, taken
from ¢ Practical Hints on Pulpit Oratory,”
by A. T. Pierson, who is a preacher, dong
evangelistic missionary work : “'There is a
winning manner, and there is a repelling
manner. To be winning is to be wise, but
it must not be overdone. We have a friend
an evangelist, who got into the habit of call-
ing his audience ¢dear souls’ Inadver-
tently he would say, as he passed from place
to place, (he was preaching in Ireland),
‘dear Belfast souls,” ¢dear Dublin souls’
—and, before he kuew it, he was saying
¢dear Cork souls?’ and convulsed his Diisk
audience. Such an evangelist may well be
held up as a frightful example of an error to
be avoided.” «

But he has many imitators, notwithstand-
ing. We know of more than several holiness
preachers that, while preaching, are continu-
ally saying *“ beloved,” “beloved.” Such an
expressidn judiciously and appropriately
used may not be objectionable; but to be
interjecting iv into every half-dozen sentences
of a discourse savors of affectation, and consti-
tutes a serious blemish in connectivn with
the sermon. We have heard the appella-
tion “beloved ” used when it was evidently
uttered as a mere habit of speech, in which
case cavilling pirsons might attribute to
the utterance not only afiectation, but
hypocrisy. It is right for a preacher to
carry along with his discourse a proper senti-
ment of affection for his hearers, but it is
possible for such a proper manner to degener-
ate into fulsomeness, without due care.
Propriety of mounner in the pulpit, as wellas
propriety of matter, isa thing to be con-
sidered.—1%e Good Way.

_« ExTrusiasM does, fanaticism overdoes,”
says the Christian Advocate. The distine-
tion is good, and well worth noting. Enthu-

siasm works, fanaticism fights. Enthusiasm

reasons and persuades, fanaticism rants and
raves. Euthusiasm seeks only the advance-
ment of what it holds astruth. Like Paul,
it rejoices to see the cause of. truth pro-
moted, even by auxiliaries who reject its
methads, or by contentious adversaries. Fa-
naticism decries all views and methods but
its own, and denounces all whe are unable
to pronounce . its - shibboleth.—Canadian
Baptist, .
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IMPORTANT

NOTICES.

Bubseribers, in all communications to this

. office, will please state the office to which their

Expositor is mailed, otherwise it is difficult
to find their names on the books.

Back NuUMBERS.

June, July, September and Cctober num-
bers contain ¢ burning questions” discussed.
We have a number of copies on hand. Price
for the set, twenty cents, postage included.
Good for distribution,

One dozen back numbers, mixed, for thirty
cents. Good also for distribution. Contain
384 pages of selections from the best writers,
with original matter. Postage included.
Fractions of a dollar can be sent in postage
stamps ; not necessary to registrar. Send at
our risk.

To Parties WISHING TO HAVE THE
ExrosiTor DISCONTINUED.

The best way is to drop a post card stat-
ing the fact, being sure to mention both the
Name and the Post Office to which the
magazine is addressed.

Sending back the last magazine received
will do if the Post Otfice to which it is
addressed is written on it, not otherwise.

ARREARS.

Look 2t the date on the magazine and see
how your account stands, and if there is any-
thing due arrange about a setilement before
sending it back.

As a general rule we continue to send the
ExpostToR to all subscribers until notified to
the contrary. This course seems to meet the
wishes of most, ‘udging by the correspon-
dence we receive concerning it.

Missina Corins REPLACED.

If through mischance any number should
fail to reach a subscriber, we will send
another copy if we are notified by post-card.
We mail regularly to all subscribers from
this office, but notwithstanding, we find that

£ Now is the time to Subscribel

there are occasional irregularities in their
delivery. )

SeecieN Cories,

Specimen copies sent free to any one send-
ing a request for one by card.

DaTES oN THE MAGAZINES.

The dates on the magazines represent the
time up to which the magazine has been
paid for. . '

RECEIPTS,

Changing date on magazine may be taken
as equivalent to a receipt. If the change is
not made the next numnber, it is not always
a sign that a letter has miscarried, but if the
second number does not show a change then
something has gone wrong, when a card of
inquiry is in order.

BZF" Parties who have received the Ex-
POSITOR for one year as a present from some
friend, will kindly drop us a card if they
wish it continued at their own expense.

825" In all communications, subscribers
will please to mention the post office address
to which the ExposiToR is sent.

DIVINE QUIDANGE.

BY THE

Editor of-the “Expositor of Holiness.”
A BOGK FOR THE TIMES.

Containg a full discussion of this important sub-
ject. Also a number of personal experiences
of living witnesses.

Well bound.

Contains nearly 300 pages.
PRICE $L00.

PUBLISHED AT THE BOOK & BIBLE HOUSE, BRANTFORD.

27r Agents, address the Publisher.
Those desiring the book direct, address

REV. N. BURNS,

207 Bleeker St., Toronto.

Address all communications to
REV. N. BURNS, B.A,,
207 Bleeker St., Toronto.
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